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Preface

Even 150 years later, the Civil War continues to resonate. Certainly one of the greatest crises in all American history, the Civil War—or the War between the States, The War, and even the War of Northern Aggression, as some Southerners refer to it—remains a great source of interest for countless numbers of Americans and Europeans. Certainly the war has had profound and far-reaching effects. This six-volume reference work includes 2,648 entries in 1.5 million words as well as a great many documents. We believe it to be the most comprehensive and accurate reference work on the Civil War available. This encyclopedia treats the principal battles and leading military and civilian figures but also includes entries on notable civilians and on political, economic, societal, and artistic trends of the time. The encyclopedia also includes extensive maps and illustrations.

I am especially grateful to associate editor Dr. Paul G. Pierpaoli Jr., who not only wrote a great many entries himself but also edited the whole, and to assistant editor Dr. David Coffey, chair of the Department of History and Philosophy of the University of Tennessee at Martin and a distinguished scholar of the war. He has not only written a number of entries but has read over the entire manuscript and provided valuable assistance in improving it. Professor of history at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University and noted Civil War historian William C. Davis, who has twice been nominated for a Pulitzer Prize, has graciously provided a thought-provoking introduction. James R. Arnold and Roberta Wiener continue their fine work in the documents volume.

SPENCER C. TUCKER
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Introduction

On Thursday, January 18, 1866, Thomas S. Townsend gave a lecture at New York’s famed Cooper Institute. The title of his lecture was “Opening Scenes in the Drama of Civil War,” drawn from his own Encyclopedia of the Great Rebellion. The press promised that he would have “an abundance of material at his command, and cannot fail to interest and instruct his audience” (New York Commercial Advertiser, January 15, 1866).

Of the audience’s interest in the war there can be no doubt. Back in February 1864, with the war still raging and its outcome far from certain, a Boston editor declared that “a collection of the facts relating to the rebellion is a labor of the greatest importance, if we are ever to have a trustworthy history of the war.” Surely no one could deny that Townsend had labored long and hard. Purely as a pastime, on the election of Abraham Lincoln to the presidency in November 1860 and sensing the storm to come, Townsend began to cut everything relating to the crisis from the local press. Thereafter letters, dispatches, official reports, editorials, and more all came out of the daily issues of the New York Herald, the New York Tribune, the New York Times, the New York News, and the Evening Express as well as soldiers’ letters routinely published in the New York Sunday Mercury and portraits of leading officers of both sides that appeared in Harper’s Weekly. He pasted the daily mass of clippings onto the pages of a scrapbook. By early 1864 he already had 40 such volumes compiled, each the size of a dictionary. He called it his “Rebellion Record,” and that was only the beginning. Townsend then made extracts of the content of each of the articles and used them to compile his encyclopedia. He finished the 1,700-page 1861 portion in early 1864 and had 1862’s manuscript completed by the end of the year.

Townsend explained his purpose by pleading that someone needed to keep careful record of events, “for we are making our history hand over hand.” The great American struggle was destined to exercise a powerful influence on the social and political condition of the world, and its story must be clearly and candidly recorded and remembered. Admitting that his work was novel in character and formidable in proportion, still he claimed that it combined a comprehensive history of every subject connected with the war as well as a minute daily narrative of every event that had transpired. He intended that “the facts relating to this most eventful period in our history should all be preserved at their very fountain, untinctured by the prejudices or partisanship of any mental channel and without the elucidation or pruning of any mind however judicious and candid” (Boston Daily Advertiser, February 29, 1864).

That, in its way, was the very definition of an encyclopedia, or at least of an editor’s aspirations for one. Beginning in 1862, D. Appleton & Company of New York began publishing its American Annual Encyclopedia, “embracing Political, Civil, Military and Social Affairs.” A hungry audience eagerly bought—and kept—the yearly volumes as they appeared. Recognizing the public’s consuming appetite for information on the war then tearing the nation apart, the Cincinnati Enquirer pronounced this “an exceedingly valuable work” and recommended that everyone who wanted to be well informed on the war’s events should have a copy. Meanwhile, when the war began, Appleton was two-thirds of the way through publishing what would be the first multivolume encyclopedia ever produced in America. By the time the encyclopedia was complete in 1863, Appleton had spent more than $450,000 to put 27,000 articles in the quarter million volumes printed for its 17,000 subscribers. Perhaps inevitably in time of war, Appleton could not avoid offending some in such a massive work. The New York Tribune complained that when speaking of the foe, Appleton’s encyclopedia used the term “Confederates” instead of “Rebels” and “Confederate States” rather than states in “Rebellion,” thus seeming to confer some legitimacy on the insurgents (Richmond Examiner, September 26, 1863). Yet reception of the set was overwhelmingly glowing, reflecting national pride in such an ambitious undertaking.

Reactions to Townsend’s encyclopedia from the few allowed to see it were even more complimentary. “The result of Mr. Townsend’s incessant labor will certainly stand as a monument of perseverance,” declared a Boston editor, noting that the compiler devoted nine hours a day to the work of reading and clipping and spent more than $1,500 on newspapers and stationery and on binding his scrapbooks. By early 1864 he had used 200 pounds of gum Arabic glue. Looking at the accumulated 40 fat volumes, the same editor confessed that “the sight of the huge tomes and the thought of how much hard labor they must have cost is almost appalling.” Yet the result justified the effort, for he concluded that “a vast array of facts is here presented for the mind of historians to sift, arrange, and present clearly and faithfully, for the edification of future ages and the tribulation of schoolboys of coming generations” (Boston Daily Advertiser, February 29, 1864). Another viewer agreed, calling the encyclopedia “a work which will in the future be referred to in some old library by historical writers and students anxious to get the full spirit of this era” (New Orleans Times, February 5, 1861).

Unfortunately, all too few Americans ever saw the landmark compilation. Although in later years Townsend published a few books drawn from his collection, the great monument itself remained unpublished. Yet what he did spoke eloquently of both the need for an encyclopedia to match the scale of the Civil War and the public’s desire for one, for in the 150 years since the guns fell silent, many such works have appeared, varying from a single volume to many and from useful to almost useless.

So many clichés have arisen in the effort to express the importance of the Civil War in American history—and indeed world history—that it seems fruitless to seek new words for such a universal sentiment. Perhaps the best way is simply to ask Americans to look around them and listen to what they hear almost every day. Our landscape is quilted with names made immortal by that war: the highways and parks named for its great leaders and the battlefields set aside by local, state, and federal governments everywhere from Pennsylvania to New Mexico. We can scarcely move without encountering the phalanxes of books crowding the shelves of every bookstore or the expressions from the war that are indelibly recorded in our memory and in daily use still. Politicians, especially in election years, inevitably refer to the war and use—and misuse—it in arguing their parochial causes. All would-be presidents must get right with Abraham Lincoln as they seek to tug a corner of the greatest president’s mantle over their own shoulders. Young people of today, like grandparents more than 70 years ago, watch Gone with the Wind and are moved no matter how dated it seems today.

Of course, the Civil War and its result made the United States what it is. Yet more subtly, the war is still remaking us. We live in a culture and society permeated by the Civil War. North and South still view each other as different. Ethics that dominated those regions in the 1860s are still present today. Slavery is dead and equal rights for people of all races are now virtually a reality, but the old divisions of race and class are still casting shadows, and we still deal with them as we cope with today’s issues. One of the reasons that people of other nations are sometimes baffled by what we do as Americans is that they do not comprehend what we did to ourselves in 1861–1865. Americans so often fail to understand each other because we do not listen to the ancient echoes all around us.

That is not to say that we do not study the war. Oh, how we study that war! Tens of thousands of books and even more articles, films, and television programs in addition to hundreds of dedicated Civil War groups all around the nation and several even overseas all attest to our interest and how much we seek understanding as well as entertainment and inspiration. The study of the war has evolved dramatically over the decades, from the early days when it was all about celebration and memorialization to the modern era when historians seek deeper comprehension of motivation and effects. All of the veterans are long gone now, of course, and with them went all there was of an intimate personal, emotional, and visceral grasp of what it felt like to be cast into a war against themselves. What has emerged, however, is a far deeper and largely dispassionate understanding of issues and causes, currents of feeling, the motivations of leaders, their triumphs and mistakes, and the ever-present realization that almost nothing was inevitable. Study of the war has moved far beyond great men and great battles, leaving no facet of the story unexplored, and recent trends even extend our lens to the ways in which we choose to remember the war, which reveals so much about ourselves.

This and more is what the Civil War experience has to teach. Northerners and Southerners were all much like us: decent people in the main trying to make good lives for themselves and their children, often bouncing from one crisis to another with little understanding of why things happened and just trying their best to make sense of it all. Hoary old clichés about history repeating itself are no more true today than they were then, but in trying to comprehend their catastrophic experience, we can at the least see before us the terrible reckoning always to be paid when leaders and those who are led refuse to listen, when they reject the spirit of compromise, when they let fear and prejudice and ambition rather than reason drive their deeds, and when emotion rules the day. Understanding what happened when America went to war with itself in 1861 will not prevent us from going to war with ourselves or others in the future or prevent future leaders from making terrible mistakes when we are at war. But such an understanding will provide those with eyes to see and ears to hear a template with which to beware the demons in ourselves. Besides all that, the Civil War is just so endlessly interesting, thanks to the people, the issues, and the events.

Yet the story is so vast that no one book can cover it all in any depth, while the tens of thousands of works published on its many facets inevitably leave readers and students with questions about peripheral matters and men and events mentioned in passing. This is when a work such as ABC-CLIO’s American Civil War: The Definitive Encyclopedia and Document Collection becomes the reader’s best friend. Encyclopedias are one of the easiest to digest and most accessible and useful means of accessing a wide range of information on any subject. It is no wonder, then, that they have been with us for more than two millennia. Pliny the Elder created the earliest known encyclopedia in about 77 AD with his Natural History. The invention of printing dramatically accelerated the appearance of encyclopedias. The intent of an encyclopedia then and now was not to provide the final word on a subject but rather to offer the user a general overview of major issues and events, prominent individuals, and more while providing succinct answers to basic questions and offering context to help guide and understand more in-depth study. The better encyclopedias offer suggestions for further reading and informed judgment on the best and most balanced works to consult.

All that and more characterize this encyclopedia of the Civil War. Coincidentally, Townsend’s great work almost predicted this new encyclopedia. The alphabetical arrangement, the essays on causes and consequences of the war, and the descriptions of battles, individuals, and issues all reflect his own vision of a work made accessible yet comprehensive. Unlike many of the one-volume and multivolume encyclopedias that came after him, Townsend made sure that events off the battlefield were covered, and so does the present 1.5 million-word encyclopedia. Townsend initiated the idea of including period documents of importance so that readers could digest for themselves the raw material of history. And he strove for readability, as does the current encyclopedia, with its entries and essays written by some of the leading Civil War historians of our time.

The Civil War is our story. It was a war of the people. It belongs to the people, and it cries out to be made accessible and comprehensible to them without sacrificing the drama and inspiration that permeate its every crevice. Townsend understood that, and so do the editors of American Civil War. It seems hardly reckless to speculate that the indefatigable newspaper clipper of New York would have been proud of what they have here produced.

WILLIAM C. DAVIS


Overview of the Civil War

The American Civil War was a struggle to determine whether the United States would survive as a nation and if so what sort of nation it would be. In 1860, Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln won election to the presidency on a platform calling for a ban on the spread of slavery into western territories where it did not already exist. Realizing that containment would mean the eventual end of the institution of slavery, a majority of political leaders in seven Deep South states—South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas—did not wait for Lincoln’s inauguration but hurried to declare their states no longer part of the Union. Lame duck president James Buchanan did nothing to stop them, and in February 1861 representatives of the seceded states organized themselves into a new government that they called the Confederate States of America. They selected Jefferson Davis of Mississippi as their president and inaugurated him before Lincoln took the oath of office as president of the United States on March 4, 1861.

Lincoln recognized and had often stated publicly that under normal circumstances he had no constitutional authority to end slavery in the states in which it already existed, but he believed that slavery would eventually die out if contained. He also rejected the validity of secession—the idea that any state could leave the Union at any time it chose to for any reason or no reason at all. Lincoln believed that such a concept would amount to anarchy and would spell the doom of self-government by demonstrating that a republic such as the United States was bound to disintegrate. He therefore used his inaugural address to assure Southerners that he would not interfere with slavery where it already existed but that he would do his best to maintain federal authority in the rebellious states by holding on to U.S. installations there.

Only three such facilities had not already been seized by secessionists: Fort Pickens outside Pensacola, Florida; Fort Jefferson in Florida’s Dry Tortugas; and Fort Sumter in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina. Sumter soon became the flash point. South Carolina was dominated by proslavery extremists who demanded that the Confederate government eject the small U.S. garrison from the fort. When Lincoln declined to remove the few dozen men and announced his intention to replenish their nearly exhausted supply of food, Jefferson Davis telegraphed from the first Confederate capital in Montgomery to his commanding officer at Charleston, Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard, an order to take the fort. The federal commander at Sumter, Major Robert Anderson, rejected each demand for his surrender. At Beauregard’s order, Confederate guns around the harbor opened fire at 4:00 a.m. on April 12, 1861. After 36 hours of bombardment, the garrison surrendered.

With war now a reality, both sides called for volunteers to form large armies. Four more states of the upper South—Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas—faced with the necessity of fighting either for the Union or for the Confederacy, chose the latter. Three border slave states—Missouri, Kentucky, and Maryland—each experienced sharp internal divisions and provided recruits for both sides. The newly expanded Confederacy now moved its capital to Richmond, Virginia. Richmond was at that time the most important industrial center in the South, and Virginia had a large population and also carried the prestige of having been the home of many of the nation’s founders, such as George Washington, James Madison, and Thomas Jefferson. Also, its proximity to the U.S. capital in Washington, D.C., made it a natural choice for the Confederate capital.

An initial Union attempt to take Richmond resulted in an embarrassing failure at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Armies of ill-trained volunteers, numbering between 30,000 and 35,000 on each side, clashed along a stream named Bull Run 25 miles southwest of Washington and not far from an important railroad junction known as Manassas. Taking the offensive, the Union army commanded by Brigadier General Irvin McDowell enjoyed early success but soon lost momentum. Stalled by a stout defensive stand led in part by Confederate brigadier general Thomas J. Jackson, who that day won his nickname “Stonewall,” the Union army made a disorderly retreat. Many Southerners thought that they had won the war, but Northerners buckled down to what most now realized would be a long and hard process of restoring the Union—although none then guessed how long and how hard it would be.

Union offensives west of the Appalachians scored major successes early in 1862. Cooperating with naval forces on the Mississippi, Cumberland, and Tennessee Rivers and led by superior commanders such as Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant, Union armies advanced steadily into the heartland of the Confederacy. On February 6, 1862, Grant, in cooperation with a gunboat flotilla under U.S. Navy flag officer Andrew H. Foote, captured Fort Henry on the Tennessee River, opening that stream to Union vessels. Ten days later Grant and Foote again teamed up to capture Fort Donelson on the Cumberland, not only opening that river and capturing some 15,000 badly needed Confederate troops but also prompting the fall of Nashville—the first Confederate state capital to suffer that fate.

In an all-out attempt to reverse the Confederacy’s waning fortunes in its heartland, General Albert Sidney Johnston led a major counterattack against Grant’s army camped on the banks of the Tennessee River at Pittsburg Landing, 20 miles northeast of Corinth, Mississippi. The armies numbered about 40,000 on each side and were nearly as green as those at Bull Run. The resulting clash, fought during April 6–7, 1862, and popularly known as the Battle of Shiloh for a church building that stood in the midst of the carnage, introduced the nation to bloodshed on a scale that it had never previously imagined. Johnston died early in the battle, and Grant held on to his foothold on the west bank of the Tennessee. The Confederacy never really recovered from the losses in territory and personnel that it suffered as a result of its defeats at Forts Henry and Donelson and at Shiloh.

Only in Virginia did Union forces seem incapable of making progress. Much was expected from the dashing young Major General George B. McClellan, who trained and organized the largest of the Union’s armies, the Army of the Potomac. Yet McClellan did not seem eager to advance. When he did lead his beloved army—very slowly—to the outskirts of Richmond in the Peninsula Campaign in the spring of 1862, he proved hesitant and irresolute, retreating in the face of attacks from Confederate general Robert E. Lee, whom Davis had recently appointed to command in Virginia in place of Joseph E. Johnston, who had fallen badly wounded in one of the first battles of the campaign. From June 25 to July 1, 1862, Lee pushed McClellan back from the outskirts of Richmond to a position 25 miles farther away.

Lincoln’s immense patience with McClellan’s uninspired generalship and overcaution and his propensity to give uninvited political advice was finally wearing thin. In the wake of his failed campaign against Richmond, McClellan, a staunch proponent of slavery, wrote Lincoln a letter arguing that it would be morally wrong to take any step toward freeing the slaves. Lincoln’s thoughts went very much in a different direction, although for the moment he did not make them public.

At the outset of the war, Lincoln had hoped that the majority of white Southerners had merely been led astray by their strident proslavery political leaders and would return to their allegiance to the United States if they met firm but restrained Union pressure. By mid-1862, it was becoming increasingly clear that this was not the case. In the face of Southern intransigence, Lincoln decided to raise the stakes and prepared to invoke his war powers as commander in chief to issue the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. Persuaded by his cabinet not to issue the document in the wake of McClellan’s defeats outside of Richmond, Lincoln placed the document in his desk drawer and awaited a Union victory.

Hoping to find a general whose heart was in the cause, Lincoln shifted command of the Union’s troops in Virginia to Major General John Pope. The new general, however, met with defeat at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) partially because of his own mistakes, partially because of the prowess of Lee and Jackson, and partially because McClellan and Army of the Potomac generals loyal to him and eager to see the new commander fail undermined Pope.

Lee took advantage of the momentum he had gained at Second Bull Run and led his army across the Potomac into Maryland, threatening Pennsylvania as well as Union control of Baltimore, with its strongly pro-Confederate population, and even the national capital. Lee believed that the Army of the Potomac was demoralized and would not fight. Lincoln feared as much and believed that only the still popular McClellan could restore the troops’ fighting spirit. Back in command, McClellan received a windfall when a copy of Lee’s plans for the campaign fell into his hands, revealing that Lee had his army spread out and vulnerable. Characteristically, McClellan moved too slowly, and Lee was able to reunite his army to meet the Federals along Antietam Creek. There on September 17, 1862, the two armies fought to a tactical draw that, with a total of 3,654 killed, 17,292 wounded, and 1,771 missing or captured on both sides, still stands as the bloodiest day of combat in American history.

Despite its inconclusive results on the ground, the Battle of Antietam forced Lee to withdraw his army from Maryland and thus could reasonably be counted as a Union victory. This gave Lincoln the opportunity for which he had been waiting. Five days after the battle he issued the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, declaring that all slaves in areas still in rebellion against the United States as of January 1, 1863, would be forever free. On that date Lincoln followed through with the actual Emancipation Proclamation, changing the war for union and eventual emancipation into a war for union and immediate emancipation.

Union frustration continued in the small and indecisive yet prestigious eastern theater of the war. When McClellan again proved too slow to accomplish anything, Lincoln sacked him in favor of Major General Ambrose Burnside. Although an intelligent and dedicated man, Burnside blundered into a lopsided defeat at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). When Burnside continued to be ineffective as a commander and unrest began to grow within the army, Lincoln replaced him with Major General Joseph Hooker.

Hooker had a reputation as a fighting general, but he was brash and had recently made a statement to the effect that what the country needed was a dictator. Lincoln alluded to this in a now-famous letter to Hooker shortly after giving him command of the Army of the Potomac. “Of course it was not for this,” Lincoln wrote, “but in spite of it, that I have given you the command. Only those generals who gain success can set up dictators. What I now ask of you is military success, and I will risk the dictatorship.” But Hooker could not deliver military success. With a good plan and the Army of the Potomac stronger than ever, Hooker in late April 1863 advanced against Lee with the quip “May God have mercy on General Lee, for I will have none.” Almost as soon as his troops made contact with Lee’s, however, Hooker seemed to slip into a sort of mental paralysis and gave up the initiative. Lee and Jackson then combined to win their greatest victory in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). In a somber note for the Confederacy, however, Jackson died several days later of injuries received when he was accidentally shot by his own men while returning from a reconnaissance.

Lee had for some time been planning another foray across the Potomac. As soon as he could get his army ready and gain the somewhat hesitant approval of Jefferson Davis and the Confederate cabinet, in June 1863 Lee marched through Maryland and into Pennsylvania, plundering the rich farmland and destroying bridges and railroads along his way. When Hooker seemed reluctant to come to grips with Lee, Lincoln replaced him with Major General George G. Meade. The two armies met somewhat unexpectedly on July 1 at Gettysburg in southern Pennsylvania and fought an epic three-day battle.

Miscalculations by Lee, lack of cooperation by his subordinates, and a respectable performance by Meade combined to give the Union its first clear-cut—if largely hollow—victory in the East. Lee’s army escaped back into Virginia with enough booty to feed it for several months as well as a number of African American civilians, captured in Pennsylvania and destined to be sold into slavery in the South.

While Union efforts in Virginia had remained mired in futility for the first two years of the war, west of the Appalachians Union forces continued to strike punishing body blows to the Confederacy. Simultaneous with the Union victory at Gettysburg, Grant won a far more significant triumph during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April–July 4, 1863), sundering the Confederacy, reopening the Mississippi River to Union commerce, and capturing 30,000 soldiers whom the Confederacy could ill afford to lose. The Union army of Major General William S. Rosecrans meanwhile maneuvered the Confederates out of the rest of Tennessee and weathered a concerted counterattack in the Chickamauga Campaign (August–September 1863). Union forces in the West then combined, under Grant’s command, to finish the year’s fighting with a dramatic victory in the battle for Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863).

For the 1864 offensive, Lincoln gave Grant, now promoted to lieutenant general, overall command of all Union armies. Grant personally accompanied Meade’s army in Virginia, virtually commanding it himself, while Major General William T. Sherman, acting under Grant’s orders, led the western Union armies in a drive against Atlanta, Georgia. Grant and Sherman were relentless in their advances, and the Confederate defenders fought desperately. Both armies reached the outskirts of their target cities—Richmond and Atlanta—by midsummer, but casualty lists were long, and Northern civilians began to despair of ever winning the war. Lincoln feared that he might lose that autumn’s presidential election to the Democratic candidate, none other than failed Union general George McClellan, running on a platform that called the war a failure.

Then on September 2, 1864, Sherman took Atlanta. That success along with Union victories on other fronts, especially those of Major General Philip Sheridan in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley, contradicted the Democratic platform’s claim that the war could not be won. Lincoln swept into a second term with a resounding win in the November election.

In the months that followed, Lee’s army continued its dogged defense of Richmond, but each day Grant pressed it further toward its breaking point. Elsewhere, Confederate power was already near collapse. The Confederacy’s main army in the West suffered a crippling defeat in a desperate last-gasp offensive into Tennessee, the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). Meanwhile Sherman, with most of his forces, marched through Georgia and then the Carolinas, appropriating food and livestock and destroying railroads, depots, and other property. When spring came, Sherman’s western armies were moving northward through North Carolina on their way to join Grant in finishing off Lee. Before they could arrive, Lee’s lines broke on April 2, 1865, and Richmond fell. Lee’s army fled westward toward the mountains but never reached them. Cut off by Union cavalry, Lee surrendered on April 9, 1865, at Appomattox Court House, Virginia. By that time, his army had become the only truly effective fighting force left to the Confederacy. With it gone, few Confederates seemed to believe that there was any point in fighting on. The generous terms offered by Grant at Appomattox helped begin the healing and set an important example. The remnants of Confederate forces elsewhere surrendered over the next few weeks. Some 600,000 Americans, perhaps many more, died during the war, and the South lay in ruin. The painful process of restoring the Union now began, a process made all the more difficult by the assassination of President Lincoln just days after Lee’s surrender.

STEVEN E. WOODWORTH
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Abbot, Henry Larcom

Birth Date: August 31, 1831

Death Date: October 21, 1927

Union officer. Henry Larcom Abbot was born in Beverly, Massachusetts, on August 31, 1831. In 1854, he graduated second in his class from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Topographical Engineers. He participated in railroad survey work in the West and conducted several scientific forays on the Mississippi River to measure its flow rate, earning promotion to first lieutenant in July 1857. Assigned to Brigadier General Irvin McDowell’s staff at the beginning of the Civil War, Abbot was wounded in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), for which he was brevetted to captain. He then joined the Topographical Engineers and saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was promoted to captain in June and brevetted major for his performance during the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862). He was subsequently assigned as a staff officer to Brigadier General John G. Barnard, chief artillerist for the Union armies.

On January 19, 1863, Abbot entered the U.S. Volunteers as colonel of the 1st Connecticut Heavy Artillery Regiment, then manning the defenses of Washington, D.C. There he often commanded a brigade. In May 1864 in anticipation of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), Abbot was named commander of the artillery that would lay siege to Petersburg and Richmond. Nearly 500 artillery pieces were employed during the operation. On August 1, 1864, he was brevetted brigadier general of volunteers. In January 1865 during the Fort Fisher Campaign (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865), Abbot commanded a provisional brigade of siege artillery, which helped Union forces seize that strategic post. On March 13, 1865, he was brevetted brigadier general in the regular army and major general of volunteers for gallant and meritorious service during the war.

After the war, Abbot returned to the regular army as major of engineers and served on various important boards, including the Board of Engineers for Fortifications, the Gun Foundry Board, and the Board of Ordnance and Fortifications. He also played an important role in the creation of the Army Engineer School at Fort Totten, New York. Having been promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1880, Abbot retired from the army in 1895 at the rank of colonel (since 1886) and worked as a civil engineer and consultant to the Panama Canal project in the early years of the 20th century. Abbot died on October 21, 1927, in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Abbott, Henry Livermore

Birth Date: January 21, 1842

Death Date: May 6, 1864

Union officer. Henry Livermore Abbott was born on January 21, 1842, in Middlesex County, Massachusetts, the son of prominent attorney and politician Josiah Gardner Abbott. While studying law at Harvard College, the younger Abbott enlisted in the Massachusetts Militia after the Confederate States attacked Fort Sumter in April 1861. That August, he joined the 20th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment as a second lieutenant. This outfit was soon dubbed the “Harvard Regiment” because many of its officers were either students at or alumni of the college.

Abbott was promoted to first lieutenant in November 1861 and to captain in December 1862. He saw much combat action, including the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21, 1861), the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), during which his regiment played a key role in repulsing Pickett’s Charge. At the latter engagement, Abbott ably led the regiment after its colonel and lieutenant colonel were wounded. In recognition for his solid performance and bravery, he was promoted to major shortly after the battle.

On May 6, 1864, during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7), Abbott again assumed command of the regiment after Colonel George Macy was seriously wounded. As South Carolina troops mauled the 20th Massachusetts, Abbott tried to rally his men and was shot dead. On March 13, 1865, he was posthumously brevetted brigadier general. Abbott was much admired by his men and fellow officers, particularly because he loyally served the Union even though he had significant misgivings about its war aims, did not support emancipation, and had little use for President Abraham Lincoln. In a May 1884 Memorial Day address, future U.S. Supreme Court justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., who had served with Abbott in the 20th Massachusetts, lionized him, referring to him as the model soldier.
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Abercrombie, John Joseph

Birth Date: March 4 or 28, 1798

Death Date: January 3, 1877

Union officer. Born in either Baltimore, Maryland, or Tennessee on March 4 or 28, 1798, John Joseph Abercrombie graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1822 near the bottom of his class. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the infantry, he spent his early career on routine garrison duty.

In the years leading up to the Civil War, Abercrombie slowly advanced through the ranks and saw action in numerous engagements. In 1828 he earned promotion to first lieutenant, and he fought in the Black Hawk War of 1832. Promoted to captain in 1836, Abercrombie served in Florida, where he received a brevet to major for his actions in the Battle of Lake Okeechobee (December 25, 1837) during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842).

During the Mexican-American War, Abercrombie again received recognition for his courage during the attack on Monterrey on September 21, 1846. Promoted to major in 1847, in 1852 he was advanced to lieutenant colonel, and five years later he supervised the construction of what became known as Fort Abercrombie in North Dakota, commanding the garrison until his reassignment to Minnesota. He was promoted to colonel, 7th Infantry Regiment, in February 1861.

When the Civil War began, Abercrombie supported the Union and saw action in pivotal battles. At age 63, he was one of the oldest active officers. On August 31, 1861, he received an appointment to brigadier general of volunteers. During Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Abercrombie was wounded in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). Quickly returning to duty, he aided in repulsing the Confederates at Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862) and participated in skirmishes during the Army of the Potomac’s retreat to Harrison’s Landing on July 2.

[image: image]

Having graduated from West Point in 1822, Brigadier General John J. Abercrombie was one of the oldest Union officers of the war. He saw action in a number of important early battles but then held administrative posts. (Library of Congress)

With the rise of younger officers, Abercrombie’s role for the remainder of the war was limited to garrison and administrative duties. He commanded depots around Fredericksburg and White House, Virginia, during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), and he aided in the defense of Washington, D.C., during Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early’s raid (June 28–July 21, 1864).

Following the April 1865 surrender at Appomattox, Abercrombie continued to serve in the army. Brevetted brigadier general in the regular army, he commanded Fort Schuyler in New York. He officially retired from active duty on June 12, 1865, but he remained on court-martial duty until 1869. Abercrombie lived at Roslyn, Long Island, until his death there on January 3, 1877.
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Abolitionism and the Civil War

A diverse movement dedicated to the abolition of slavery in the United States. Abolitionists were divided over the means by which slavery should be eradicated in the United States, and the Civil War greatly exacerbated those divisions. Some abolitionists were pacifists and were opposed to armed conflict in general, while others perceived the war as an opportunity to finally destroy the institution, pressing President Abraham Lincoln to expand the war and make it an antislavery crusade. Abolitionists opposed slavery for a variety of reasons. A number opposed it on religious and moral grounds, while others saw it as an institution that would eventually destroy the United States. Still others opposed slavery because they believed that it impeded economic growth.

Opposition to slavery during colonial times was manifested by religious groups such as the Society of Friends, or Quakers. Antislavery sentiments were also apparent in the natural rights ideology of the American Revolution, and slavery was abolished by most northern states following independence in 1776. Slavery, however, grew in the South, especially with Eli Whitney’s invention of the cotton gin in 1793 and the expansion of the cotton culture into the western territories. Concerned with the spread of slavery and that racial prejudice would prevent freed slaves from participating in American life, some antislavery advocates formed the American Colonization Society in 1817. This organization advocated transporting freed slaves to Africa. Between 1817 and 1867, approximately 15,000 migrated to the Republic of Liberia in West Africa, but the colonization approach foundered because of high costs and the fact that most slaves were already generations removed from Africa.

A growing abolitionist movement was fueled in the 1830s by the religious ferment of the Second Great Awakening and evangelists such as Theodore Weld, who preached that slavery was a sin. Weld’s antislavery endeavors were supported by wealthy New York City merchants Arthur and Lewis Tappan, who paid the young abolitionist’s way to Lane Theological Seminary in Cincinnati, Ohio. While attending the seminary, Weld held an 18-day debate on slavery, which led to his expulsion. Weld and his Lane followers then moved throughout the Midwest, spreading the gospel of abolition. In 1839 Weld published Slavery as It Is, one of the most influential tracts describing the brutality of the slave system.

With the impetus of the British abolition of slavery in the West Indies in 1833 and the Second Great Awakening, the American Anti-Slavery Society was founded in 1833. Under the leadership of William Lloyd Garrison, editor of the antislavery newspaper the Liberator, abolitionists pushed for the immediate emancipation of slavery as opposed to the gradualist approach of the American Colonization Society. Among Garrison’s most important early supporters was the eloquent Boston patrician Wendell Phillips, who refused to eat sugar or wear cotton shirts, as these items were produced by slave labor. Abandoning the idea of reform within the churches, Garrisonians also advocated other more universal reforms such as temperance, women’s rights, improved working conditions, and nonviolence. Women such as Angelina Grimké, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lydia Maria Child, Lucy Stone, and Abby Kelley played leading roles in the movement, but female leadership was considered controversial by some abolitionists, who maintained that linking women’s rights with antislavery would divide the movement and postpone the end of slavery. Garrison’s argument that the U.S. Constitution was proslavery caused considerable controversy, and in 1844 the American Anti-Slavery Society passed a resolution calling for the dissolution of the Union, believing that without northern financial support, the southern economy and the slavery system would collapse.

[image: image]

Masthead of William Lloyd Garrison’s abolitionist newspaper, The Liberator. (North Wind Picture Archives)

The diverse abolitionist movement also included former slaves fighting for the liberation of their brethren. Sojourner Truth was a forceful advocate for both women’s rights and antislavery, with her proclamation “Ain’t I a Woman Too.” Harriet Tubman escaped from slavery in 1849, but she risked her freedom by working with the Underground Railroad and returning to the South more than a dozen times, aiding approximately 300 slaves in their flight to freedom. Perhaps the best-known black abolitionist was Frederick Douglass, who escaped bondage in 1838. Douglass soon became a prominent speaker at abolitionist rallies and began publishing the antislavery newspaper the North Star. He increasingly believed that abolitionists would need to become more involved with politics to eradicate slavery.

In 1840 the Liberty Party was formed, calling for no further expansion of slavery as the first step to abolishing the institution. In 1844 the party’s presidential candidate, James J. Birney, received only 2 percent of the nation’s popular vote. Many in the North actually feared that abolitionist agitation might provoke a war and disrupt trade, threatening jobs. Mob violence, such as the 1837 murder of Elijah Lovejoy in Alton, Illinois, became a threat to northern abolitionists during the 1830s and 1840s.

Perceptions of abolitionism in the North began to change, however, following the territorial expansion caused by the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act as part of the Compromise of 1850. Sectional tensions were further exacerbated with publication of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852), passage of the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act, and the violence of so-called Bleeding Kansas. Fearing southern domination of Kansas, abolitionists supported the efforts of the New England Emigrant Aid Company, which dispatched about 2,000 antislavery settlers to the new territory. Prominent New York minister and abolitionist Henry Ward Beecher helped to raise funds to arm the abolitionist forces under attack by proslavery forces from Missouri. The violence of Bleeding Kansas became personified in the actions of abolitionist John Brown and his sons, who killed five slave owners at Pottawatomie Creek in May 1856. Brown fled prosecution in Kansas and was welcomed to Massachusetts by the writer and protester Henry David Thoreau.

Supported by wealthy abolitionists such as Samuel Gridley Howe, Theodore Parker, and Thomas Wentworth Higginson, Brown next planned a raid on the federal armory at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, to arm slaves in the region. The October 16, 1859, raid failed miserably, and abolitionists were divided in their response. Frederick Douglass proclaimed Brown a martyr, while Garrison described the raid as “well intended but sadly misguided.”

The election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 followed by Southern secession and the firing on Fort Sumter in April 1861 led to war, and many abolitionists were forced to confront their conflicting views on war and antislavery. The Quaker Lucretia Mott continued to insist that slavery could be toppled without resorting to violence. Gerrit Smith, president of the American Peace Society, attempted to qualify his support for the war by insisting that the conflict was simply a rebellion that the federal government had the right to suppress. Other abolitionist pacifists, such as Adin Ballou and Josiah Warren, continued to oppose the war, insisting that slavery could be ended without resorting to violence and enhancing the power of the state.

On the other hand, abolitionists such as Phillips and Garrison reluctantly embraced the conflict as an opportunity to eradicate slavery. Prowar abolitionists pressured Lincoln to expand the aims of the war beyond preserving the Union to include the destruction of slavery. Abolitionists in Congress were angered by Lincoln’s November 1861 rescinding of Major General John C. Frémont’s proclamation confiscating secessionist property and emancipating slaves in Missouri. Congressional Republicans passed legislation to free slaves in the nation’s capital on April 16, 1862, while slavery in the territories was abolished on June 19, 1862. Abolitionists rallied in Chicago on September 7, 1862, calling for immediate emancipation. Lincoln agreed to meet with a delegation headed by William W. Patton and began discussing with his cabinet the option of employing emancipation as a war aim.

In the wake of the Union military setback in the Peninsula Campaign and the refusal of Union-loyal slave states to consider phasing out slavery within their boundaries, Lincoln decided in July 1862 that the time had come to make emancipation a Union war aim. Secretary of State William Seward persuaded Lincoln to delay issuing the new policy until a Union military victory would ensure that the policy did not appear to be an admission of weakness. That victory finally came in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862).

On September 22, 1862, the president issued the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, declaring forever free on January 1, 1863, the slaves in states remaining in rebellion. While it did not apply to the slave-owning border states, the proclamation clearly foreshadowed the end of slavery. The Emancipation Proclamation also satisfied the demand of many abolitionists, including Frederick Douglass, by allowing the enrollment of free blacks into the military.

Massachusetts governor John A. Andrews mustered the 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment of African American troops led by Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, an abolitionist. The 54th Massachusetts demonstrated the bravery and fighting ability of black troops in the bloody July 1863 assault upon the Confederate stronghold of Fort Wagner in South Carolina. During the war, approximately 180,000 African Americans served in the Union military, providing an important source of manpower.

Slavery was formally ended by the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution on December 18, 1865, but as Frederick Douglass noted, abolition would not be complete until freedmen were allowed to vote and had secured their full rights as citizens. The Civil War ended slavery, but the status of the former slaves remained tenuous. Indeed, it would take another century before African Americans had received full citizenship rights and enjoyed access to institutions heretofore closed to them.
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Acoustic Shadow

An anomaly in which sound waves fail to propagate because of topographical obstructions (such as water or mountains) or because of irregular wind currents. Some have compared an acoustic shadow to a mirage, which is caused by the distortion of light waves. During the Civil War, civilian observers and soldiers alike reported numerous instances in which acoustic shadows were evident during land and sea battles.

One example came during an engagement between the U.S. Navy frigate Congress and the Confederate Navy ironclad Virginia on March 8, 1862, in Hampton Roads, Virginia. A Confederate officer observing the battle from just a few hundred yards away reported hearing no sound as the ships’ heavy guns fired. Also, during the Battle of Port Royal Sound (November 5–7, 1861), Union soldiers on transport ships less than two miles offshore reported hearing no gun reports during a heavy artillery duel. During the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862), which included nearly 50,000 soldiers and at least 100 guns, Confederate soldiers on one side of the Chickahominy River, watching the battle unfold only a mile and half away, reportedly heard no noise for more than two hours. At the Battle of Iuka (September 19, 1862), a strong wind from the north prevented Major General Ulysses S. Grant from hearing the sounds of the nearby engagement, which delayed his sending of reinforcements. In Kentucky during the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862), an acoustic shadow kept Union commanders from committing the bulk of their available force. An acoustic shadow was also reported during the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865) near Petersburg, Virginia.
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Adams, Charles Francis, Jr.

Birth Date: May 27, 1835

Death Date: May 20, 1915

Union officer, lawyer, author, and railroad executive. A member of the distinguished Adams family of Massachusetts, Charles Francis Adams Jr. was born in Boston on May 27, 1835. He was the son of Charles Francis Adams Sr., the noted U.S. diplomat; grandson of President John Quincy Adams; and great-grandson of President John Adams. Charles Adams Jr. graduated from Harvard College in 1856.

Adams entered federal service as a first lieutenant in the 1st Massachusetts Cavalry Regiment in December 1861 and saw significant action, including the Battles of Secessionville (June 16, 1862), South Mountain (September 14, 1862), and Antietam (September 17, 1862), earning promotion to captain in December 1862. The following year he was conspicuous at the Battle of Aldie (June 17, 1863) and in the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). He saw action during the Overland Campaign of 1864, and in September he became lieutenant colonel of the 5th Massachusetts Cavalry, a black regiment. Adams rose to become its colonel in March 1865, leading it during much of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). He was brevetted brigadier general on March 13, 1865.

After the war, Adams wrote extensively and became well known as an economist, a historian, and a journalist. In addition to his civic interests, he also pursued business investments and made a tidy sum in both securities and land speculation.

Adams served as chairman of the Massachusetts Board of Railroad Commissioners (1869–1879) and in so doing pioneered the regulation of the railroad industry. In 1882 he became a director for the Union Pacific Railroad, and from 1884 to 1890 he served as that company’s president. Adams subsequently wrote a wide variety of books, including numerous histories, and published his autobiography in 1916. He was also active in the anti-imperialist movement that began to gain momentum with the outbreak of the Spanish-American War in 1898 and was one of the first members of the Anti-Imperialist League, formed in June 1898. Adams died on May 20, 1915, in Washington, D.C.
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Adams, Charles Francis, Sr.

Birth Date: August 18, 1807

Death Date: November 21, 1886

Attorney, politician, diplomat, and author. Charles Francis Adams Sr. was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on August 18, 1807, into one of the great political families of the early United States. He was the son of President John Quincy Adams, the grandson of President John Adams, and the father of Charles Francis Adams Jr., a Union Army officer and railroad magnate. Attending Harvard College, from which he graduated in 1825, Adams Sr. read law under the direction of the famed lawyer Daniel Webster and began practicing in Boston. In 1831 Adams successfully ran for a seat in the Massachusetts House of Representatives. From 1835 to 1840 he served in the Massachusetts Senate. A Whig, Adams was repulsed by slavery but did not adhere to the agenda of hard-line abolitionists who advocated immediate emancipation of African American slaves. In the election of 1848, many antislavery Whigs joined the Free Soil Party, which nominated Martin Van Buren for president with Adams as vice president. The Whigs won with Mexican-American War hero Zachary Taylor. Adams later joined the Republican Party, running for the U.S. House of Representatives and serving in that body from 1859 to 1861.
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The son and grandson of former presidents John Quincy Adams and John Adams, Charles Francis Adams rendered highly effective service as U.S. minister to Great Britain during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

In the early winter of 1861, President-elect Abraham Lincoln appointed Adams minister to Great Britain, then the most delicate and important U.S. diplomatic post abroad. Adams arrived in London in May 1861, just weeks after the Civil War had begun. His primary task was to keep the British from granting diplomatic recognition to the Confederacy, which would help prevent the Southern states from forming military alliances with other nations. His task was a difficult one, as many in Europe and in Britain favored the Confederacy, at least early on. Another integral part of his job was to stop the British from selling arms and other war matériel to the rebellious states. In so doing, Adams had to convince the British government that such sales violated Britain’s stated neutrality in the war.

Like his father and grandfather, Adams was a natural diplomat and a skillful politician. Thus, it did not take long for him to convince British foreign minister Lord John Russell that the British should discontinue their practice of meeting with Confederate officials. When the Trent Affair erupted in November 1861, Adams convinced Secretary of State William Seward to release the two Confederate agents involved in the matter—James Mason and John Slidell—because the Union’s imprisonment of them had turned British opinion further against the United States.

Adams was less successful in blocking British sales of warships to the Confederacy. Unable to halt the sale of ships to the Confederacy as commerce raiders, Adams at last convinced London not to sell the two ironclad Laird rams to the Confederacy. Adams’s strong, steady, and level-headed diplomacy during the war contributed greatly to keeping Britain—and the rest of Europe—out of the conflict.

Adams remained in London until 1868. Toward the end of his tenure, he helped compile detailed diplomatic correspondence that would help the United States claim damages from Great Britain caused by commerce raiders sold to the Confederacy. During arbitration to settle the so-called Alabama Claims, Adams emerged from retirement to help represent the United States in negotiating the 1871 Treaty of Washington. The following year, the United States was awarded $15.5 million in damages. In his retirement, Adams edited the diaries of his father, John Quincy Adams; served as an overseer for Harvard College; and helped establish the first presidential library in his father’s honor in Quincy, Massachusetts. Charles Francis Adams Sr. died on November 21, 1886, in Boston.
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Adams, Daniel Weisiger

Birth Date: May 1, 1821

Death Date: June 13, 1872

Lawyer and Confederate Army officer. Daniel Weisiger Adams was born on May 1, 1821, in Frankfort, Kentucky; his brother was Confederate brigadier general William Wirt Adams. As a young boy, Daniel Adams moved with his family to Mississippi. He subsequently attended the University of Virginia, read law, was admitted to the Mississippi bar, and began practicing in New Orleans in 1842. In early 1861, Louisiana’s governor named him to a military preparedness board, charged with readying the state for war. Shortly after the Civil War began in April 1861, Adams entered Confederate service as a lieutenant colonel in the 1st Louisiana Regular Infantry Regiment. Soon promoted to colonel, he moved with his command to Pensacola, Florida.

During the early winter of 1862, Adams’s regiment was sent to the western theater, where it would remain for the duration of the war. In the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Adams led a successful attack against Union lines but was wounded and lost an eye in the fighting. On May 23, 1862, in recognition of his performance at Shiloh, he received promotion to brigadier general. Adams led the Louisiana Brigade during the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862) and during the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), in which he was again wounded.

After a lengthy convalescence, Adams led his brigade in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). On the second day of the fight, his troops pierced Union lines but were later repulsed by Union reinforcements, and Adams was again wounded and taken prisoner. After his exchange, he very briefly commanded an Alabama cavalry brigade before being appointed commander of the Department of the Gulf in March 1865. He participated in the fighting at Selma during late March and early April and surrendered to Union officials shortly thereafter.

Paroled on May 9, 1865, Adams eventually returned to New Orleans, where he practiced law until his death there on June 13, 1872.
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Adams, Henry Brooks

Birth Date: February 16, 1838

Death Date: March 28, 1918

Writer, journalist, historian, diplomat, and academic. Henry Brooks Adams was born on February 16, 1838, in Boston, Massachusetts; his grandfather, John Quincy Adams, was president of the United States, as was his great-grandfather, John Adams. After graduating from Harvard College in 1858, Henry Adams engaged in a two-year grand tour of Europe, returning home in 1860. He practiced law briefly but found it not to his liking and so became personal secretary to his father, Congressman Charles Francis Adams Sr.

In March 1861, newly inaugurated president Abraham Lincoln appointed Charles Adams U.S. minister to Great Britain. Adams’s charge was a heavy one, for he was expected to ensure that the British did not recognize the Confederacy, intervene in a civil war should it come, or provide the Confederates with war matériel. Henry Adams accompanied his father to London as his private secretary. At the same time, the younger Adams agreed to become a London correspondent for the New York Times. Father and son kept a wary eye on Confederate attempts to garner recognition from London and busied themselves with preventing British naval yards from providing commerce raiders for the Confederacy. As a correspondent to America’s most prominent newspaper, Henry Adams counseled his countrymen not to antagonize the British, who he believed in the end would not provide aid or recognition to the Confederate States. Henry Adams is credited with helping to formulate a delicate U.S. policy toward the British that ensured their neutrality during the Civil War.

Remaining in London until 1868, where he met with and befriended many luminaries of the day, Adams was ready to commence his career as an intellectual and a writer. He first became a journalist in Washington, D.C., where he successfully exposed political corruption. In 1870 he became a professor of history at Harvard, where he is credited with being the first American academic to introduce the seminar method to historical studies. Adams went on to write a number of influential historical studies, including the History of the United States, a nine-volume work published between 1889 and 1891 and subsequently often reprinted. In 1894 Adams became president of the American Historical Association. He also authored numerous fictional works and prepared his semiautobiographical Education of Henry Adams, published in 1918 to much acclaim after his death.

After several years of declining health, Adams died on March 27, 1918, in Washington, D.C.
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Adams, John

Birth Date: July 1, 1825

Death Date: November 30, 1864

Confederate officer. John Adams was born on July 1, 1825, in Nashville, Tennessee, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1846. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st Dragoons, he saw action during the Mexican-American War. Advanced to first lieutenant in 1851 and to captain in 1856, he was a recruiting officer for two years but spent the most time on frontier duty in the West. With the start of the Civil War, Adams resigned his commission on May 31, 1861, and traveled to Tennessee, where he entered Confederate service as a captain of cavalry. A year later he had advanced to colonel, and by the end of 1862 he had been promoted to brigadier general.

In May 1863, Adams took command of an infantry brigade that had initially been commanded by Brigadier General Lloyd Tilghman. Adams’s brigade saw duty during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) before Adams was transferred to the Army of Tennessee, serving throughout the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). He then participated in General John B. Hood’s invasion of Tennessee. Adams was killed by Union fire during the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864).
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Adams, William Wirt

Birth Date: March 22, 1819

Death Date: May 1, 1888

Planter, banker, politician, and Confederate officer. William Wirt Adams, brother of Confederate brigadier general Daniel W. Adams, was born in Frankfort, Kentucky, on March 22, 1819. In 1825 William Adams moved with his family to Natchez, Mississippi, and eventually became involved in plantation agriculture. He graduated from Bardstown (Kentucky) College in 1839 and went to Texas, where he enlisted in the army of the Republic of Texas as a private. He saw brief action against hostile Indians but within a few months had returned to Mississippi. Living first in Jackson and then in Vicksburg, he became involved in banking. He also owned a successful business from 1850 to 1861. From 1858 to 1860, Adams served in the Mississippi House of Representatives.

As the Confederate States of America organized in the early months of 1861, President Jefferson Davis offered Adams the post of postmaster general, but he declined, preferring to serve as a military officer. He quickly set about raising the 1st Mississippi Cavalry Regiment and was commissioned its colonel on October 15, 1861. The regiment first served under General Albert Sidney Johnston’s command and saw action during the Confederate retreat from Kentucky into Tennessee. Thereafter, Adams’s outfit performed scouting duties until the early spring of 1862. It saw action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and in the summer played a key role in blunting a Union advance against Chattanooga.

During the summer of 1862, Adams was assigned to outpost duty in Mississippi. After being reinforced with a regiment of Arkansas volunteers, Adams performed effectively in the Battle of Iuka (September 19, 1862). Immediately after the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), Adams’s outfit harassed Union troops under Major General William T. Sherman as they attempted to advance on Jackson, Mississippi.

Because of his intrepid skirmishing operations, Adams was promoted to brigadier general on September 23, 1863. He was then sent to oppose Sherman’s army as it moved toward Meridian, Mississippi. From the spring of 1864 until war’s end, Adams commanded a cavalry brigade in western Tennessee as well as in northern Alabama and Mississippi under Lieutenant General Nathan B. Forrest. On May 4, 1865, Adams—along with Forrest—surrendered to Union authorities in Sumter County, Alabama.

After being paroled, Adams lived in Vicksburg and then Jackson, where he engaged in various business and agricultural enterprises. From 1880 to 1885, he served as a state revenue agent. In 1885 he became postmaster of Jackson, Mississippi, a presidential appointment. Adams was killed in May 1, 1888, in Jackson during a heated argument with John Martin, a local newspaper man who had publicly and savagely criticized Adams.
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African Americans

Term referring to Americans of African descent, also historically known as blacks, coloreds, and Negroes. In North America, African Americans were initially divided into three groups: freedmen, slaves, and indentured servants. The latter were either freed after completing their labor contract or later transitioned into slavery. Europe’s American colonies required extensive sources of cheap labor, and Africa became a significant source of manpower. From the beginning of the transatlantic slave trade in the 16th century, traders in both Europe and the Americas brought approximately 10.2 million Africans to the New World. African slaves occasionally accompanied Spanish explorers into the future United States. England’s Jamestown Colony in Virginia received its first Africans in 1619; the children of these Africans became America’s first African Americans. By 1860, America’s African American population included approximately 4 million slaves and about half a million free blacks.

Initially serving as either indentured servants or slaves, some African Americans eventually earned or were given their freedom. However, many black indentured servants were forced into slavery, after which time Africans transported to the American colonies were brought into the Americas solely as slaves. African Americans, both free and slave, were found throughout the 13 original colonies, with the vast majority of slaves in the southern regions (from Maryland south) and the majority of free blacks found in the northern region. Over time, free blacks created small communities within U.S. cities throughout the North and the South. Even so, many northern states had Black Codes similar to those existing in the South, laws that imposed various requirements on free blacks, such as posting bonds to guarantee good behavior, having papers proving that they were free, limitations on how long they could remain in a state, prohibitions against testifying in court cases involving whites, and other restrictions.

Free blacks worked in a variety of jobs. Although a few African Americans held professional positions, such as pastors or lawyers, the vast majority either worked in blue-collar jobs (printers, caulkers, carpenters, blacksmiths, etc.), as domestics, or as farmers. African Americans established multiple societies and professional organizations, many of which served as the focal points of African American communities. Although some black people joined various predominantly white religious denominations, others established separate churches, such as the African Methodist Episcopalian Church, the African Methodist Episcopalian Zion Church, and black Baptist Churches.

Additionally, African Americans joined various abolitionist movements yet also established their own separate antislavery societies and published black newspapers, including the Alienated American, the Colored American, and Frederick Douglass’s North Star. Douglass, an escaped slave turned orator, became recognized as the leader of the African American community in the latter years of the antebellum period.

With the coming of the Civil War, African Americans in Northern states volunteered and attempted to enlist in federal military forces but were initially prohibited from doing so. On the home front and in Southern areas occupied by Union forces, black men volunteered their services in a variety of auxiliary roles, such as nurses, cooks, domestics, and teachers. Several schools for African Americans were begun in Southern states under federal control during the war. Ultimately black men were allowed to serve in the Union forces, and during the war approximately 200,000 African Americans fought against the South. Prior to and throughout the war, concerns and complaints that black troops would be a liability and would not be effective soldiers had often been expressed, yet multiple African American units performed bravely and effectively during the conflict, and 25 African Americans were awarded the Medal of Honor.
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Black laborers on a wharf, along the James River in Virginia. (National Archives)

The 1st Kansas Colored Volunteers’ defense at Island Mound in Missouri (October 27–29, 1862) was the first of several early engagements in which African American combat troops proved their worth. Major General Benjamin F. Butler, as commander of the Army of the Gulf, organized several African American units after New Orleans fell to Union forces in April 1862. Initially, only the 1st Louisiana Native Guard consisted of free blacks. However, as increasing numbers of runaways sought to join Union forces, the 2nd and 3rd Louisiana Native Guard Regiments were established. Massachusetts formed the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment on March 13, 1863. It became the most well-known African American unit of the war. Commanded by Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, the 54th led the attack against Fort Wagner, South Carolina, on July 18, 1863. African American soldiers remained in service until the end of the war, suffering approximately 38,000 deaths from all causes.

Black Northerners faced tremendous problems during the war. A number of race riots occurred between 1862 and 1863 in at least six states. The most well-known one was connected to the passage of the Enrollment Act of 1863, which was designed to draft additional men for military service. The act eventually led to the New York City Draft Riots (July 11–13, 1863), which significantly impacted New York City’s African American community because many rioters attacked black citizens and their property.

Congressional passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, which outlawed slavery in the United States, was adopted in December 1865; however, African Americans still faced many challenges in their battle to gain social, political, and civil rights. Black Codes and other legislation placed multiple restrictions and limitations on African Americans’ ability to vote and live where they wished. Despite several civil rights acts being passed during Reconstruction (1865–1877), the U.S. Supreme Court ultimately declared those laws unconstitutional, forcing Congress to pass the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to protect certain rights but certainly not all. Even so, southern states still found myriad ways, such as poll taxes and literacy tests, to limit the African American vote. Furthermore, many African Americans in the South neither owned land nor had the finances to buy land. The result was that many of them became sharecroppers, a system that kept them in perpetual debt and penury. In the post-Reconstruction era, African Americans continued to fight for the attainment of full civil rights, something that did not occur until the 1960s.

WYNDHAM E. WHYNOT
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African American Sailors

African American sailors formed an integral part of U.S. Navy operations during the Civil War. Recent studies suggest that African Americans constituted about 15–16 percent of U.S. Navy total strength during the war, or roughly 19,000 men.

The navy attracted a number of African Americans away from the army because of both higher wages and the expectation of more meaningful employment than the construction work performed by black soldiers in the Union Army. Also, unlike army units, ship crews were integrated. The navy offered equality in pay and benefits such as prize distributions, promotion, and better living conditions.
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African American Civil War sailor. A carte de visite by Ball & Thomas Photographic Art Gallery, Cincinnati, Ohio. Some 19,000 African Americans served in the Union Navy during the war, constituting 15 to 16 percent of its personnel. (Library of Congress)

The navy did, however, restrict African American tasks aboard ship. Black sailors were limited to such positions as servants, cooks, and assistant gunners, or “powder boys.” Later when all enlisted positions were opened to black men, they were denied promotion to petty or commissioned officer. Perhaps surprisingly, in contrast to the army there were remarkably few racial incidents between white and black sailors.

When given an opportunity, many African American sailors performed in exemplary fashion. African American sailors John Lawson, Robert Blake, Aaron Anderson, and Joachim Peace earned the Medal of Honor. Robert Smalls, who was born into slavery in Beaufort, South Carolina, became a hero in the North in May 1862 when he, along with the assistance of several other slave sailors, sailed the armed Confederate dispatch boat Planter out of Charleston Harbor, delivering the ship and its cargo to the Union blockading squadron.

Perhaps not surprisingly, free black men served in the Confederate Navy. Slaves could do so but only at the pleasure of their masters. The number of African Americans was strictly regulated not to exceed 5 percent of a particular unit.
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African American Soldiers, CSA

The first military units of free African Americans raised for service in the Civil War were organized in the Confederate states at the very beginning of the war in 1861. However, these units did not remain in service. The Charleston Mercury recorded two weeks after the Union surrender of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor the presence of “one Negro company” from Nashville, Tennessee, in a military parade. In Memphis, Tennessee, in May 1861, a committee of three persons was established to organize a volunteer company of freemen for military service to the Southern cause.

New Orleans, which had a tradition of African American militia units dating to the French colonial era, boasted 1,400 African American men among the 28,000 troops reviewed by the state’s governor in the New Orleans Grand Confederate Review of November 1861. The New Orleans Picayune remarked in February 1862 that the companies of “free colored men” were very well drilled and equipped. Louisiana has the distinction of providing more African American soldiers to the Confederate Army and to the Union Army during the Civil War than any other state of the Confederacy.

The 1st Regiment of Louisiana Native Guards had been organized by Jordan Noble, who had served as a drummer with a black regiment at the Battle of New Orleans in the War of 1812. The Corps D’Afrique was a Native Guards unit of French-speaking soldiers. All were refused service in the Confederate Army. A few free African Americans from the state did serve in combat with Confederate units and received Confederate pensions. Charles Lutz and Jean-Baptiste Pierre-Auguste are among those recorded in state archives. Leufroy Pierre-Auguste of St. Landry Parish is known to have fought with Confederate troops in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), and the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863).

Until 1862, about 3,000 free African-descended residents of Louisiana served in Native Guards units within the state, including at least one company of cavalry. After Admiral David Farragut secured New Orleans for the federal government, the Corps D’Afrique was mustered into the U.S. Army by General Benjamin Butler.

Christian Fleetwood, a sergeant major in the 4th U.S. Colored Troops, wrote in 1895 that “the heart of the Negro was with the South but for slavery.” In fact, many free African Americans in the South wished to keep their own status distinct from that of slaves or recently freed slaves. Fleetwood also believed that an early policy of enlisting free African Americans, while freeing all slaves who served in the Confederate Army, would have brought a rapid Confederate victory as well as early diplomatic recognition for the Confederacy from Great Britain.

But it was not until January 1864 that Confederate major general Patrick R. Cleburne, later killed in action, wrote that it would be “madness not to look at our danger from every point of view” and recommended that the Confederacy “commence training a large reserve of the most courageous of our slaves.”

Cleburne also proposed to guarantee freedom to every slave who remained loyal to the Confederacy. Not until March 13, 1865, however, did Jefferson Davis reluctantly agree to the idea. The Confederate Congress authorized raising 300,000 additional troops “irrespective of color.” Less than a month later General Lee surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox, effectively ending the war and rendering the issue moot.

The philosophical foundations of the Confederacy made it difficult to accept Cleburne’s practical proposal. Confederate vice president Alexander Stephens wrote that “the cornerstone of the Confederate States of America” is that “the Negro is not equal to the white man.” General Clement H. Stevens insisted that “I do not want independence it if is to be won by the help of the Negro…. The justification of slavery in the South is the inferiority of the Negro. If we make him a soldier we concede the whole question.”

Cleburne had foreseen and accepted this when he wrote to Davis that “when we make soldiers of them we must make free men of them.” This the Confederacy proved unwilling to do until it was too late.

CHARLES ROSENBERG
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African American Soldiers, U.S.

African Americans made a major contribution to the Union war effort during the American Civil War. By the end of the war, the United States Colored Troops (USCT) constituted approximately 10 percent of the Union Army. Yet during the first two years of the war, President Abraham Lincoln was reluctant to allow African Americans to serve. Indeed, he was concerned that African American recruitment might further alienate the South, anger Northern whites, and jeopardize the loyalty of the border states. Consequently, many free African Americans who tried to enlist for service were turned away.

African Americans made up less than 1 percent of the population of the North, but the need for manpower led Frederick Douglass and other abolitionists to press Lincoln to allow African Americans to serve. Douglass and others expected that military service would produce full citizenship rights. The first official black enlistment system, although the total was set low, began after the summer of 1862 under U.S. congressional authorization.

By late 1862, Lincoln had determined that enlistment of African American troops would not only strengthen Union forces but, more importantly, would also weaken the Confederate cause. Consequently, he threw his full support behind African American enlistment with the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation, which took effect on January 1, 1863, as a war measure. The proclamation stated that slaves in states in rebellion as of that date were freed from slavery and that the Union would do everything in its power to ensure that they would remain free. Furthermore, the proclamation extended the first well-publicized invitation for African Americans to join Union military forces on land and sea and served to entice many Northern and Southern African Americans to join the Union Army. This resulted in the creation of the USCT organization within the U.S. volunteer army.

African American soldiers encountered much discrimination. They served in strictly segregated units led by white officers. As a consequence, by the end of the war only 100 or so African Americans were commissioned officers, and none rose higher than the rank of major. African Americans were also initially paid less than their white counterparts, receiving $10 per month compared to $16 per month for white soldiers. Some USCT units refused to accept their pay in protest of the unequal treatment. Yielding to public pressure, Congress finally approved equal pay for the USCT in June 1864.

Duty assignments were also unequal. The USCT units were often placed in labor rather than combat positions. Major General William T. Sherman, for example, refused to deploy African American troops to the front lines because he doubted their willingness and ability to fight. Instead, Sherman utilized African Americans in manual labor and support capacities. Furthermore, USCT troops often went into battle with inferior clothing, equipment, and weapons. African Americans also had to contend with the constant fear that Confederate forces might execute them on the spot or sell them into slavery if they were captured.

On July 18, 1863, the 54th Massachusetts (Colored) Infantry Regiment led an assault on Confederate Fort Wagner guarding Charleston, South Carolina. The unit suffered heavy casualties that day—281 of 600 men—in hard hand-to-hand fighting. Among the dead was the commander, the young white officer Colonel Robert Gould Shaw. The courage displayed by the 54th Regiment that day was a strong signal to Washington and the North that freedmen and liberated slaves could indeed prove to be highly effective soldiers.

Some 200,000 African Americans served. In fact, more than 15 percent of the 1860 free African American population of the North served, while more than 80 percent of the USCT hailed from the South. Total African American enlistment ultimately constituted as much as one-eighth of the Union Army in 166 regiments (145 infantry, 13 artillery, 7 cavalry, and 1 engineer). African Americans also made up about 16 percent of Union naval strength. Although most African American soldiers were led by white officers, there were more than 100 lieutenants, captains, and surgeons, and this figure does not include some African Americans who passed as whites. It is estimated that more than 180,000 African Americans took part in more than 40 major battles and about 450 smaller engagements throughout the conflict. Some 68,000 African Americans lost their lives on the battlefield, and 23 black soldiers and 4 black sailors were awarded the Medal of Honor.
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United States Colored Troops at Port Hudson, Louisiana, in 1864. The men in this photograph were probably members of the Corps d’Afrique, organized in 1863 from men who served in Union major general Benjamin Butler’s Louisiana Native Guard regiments. (National Archives)

The USCT was disbanded at the end of the war, although Congress authorized six African American regiments thereafter, the 9th and 10th Cavalry and the 38th, 39th, 40th, and 41st Infantry Regiments (the four infantry regiments were later consolidated into the 24th and 25th Infantry Regiments), which served with distinction in the American West and were the first for black volunteers in the peacetime U.S. Army. Not until 1877 did the first African American graduate from West Point, however.

Military service remained a source of much pride for African American families. For many years after the war, these families honored the fathers and grandfathers who had served in the war for the cause of freedom. Military service was also a source of respect in African American communities, and more than 130 African American veterans became political leaders during the Reconstruction era. However, with the end of Reconstruction in 1877, persistent racism and the emergence of Jim Crow laws blotted out the importance of African American military service during the Civil War. In fact, it was not until the 1950s that historians revived scholarly interest in the subject.

ROLANDO AVILA
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African American Suffrage

After the Civil War when some 4 million African American slaves received their freedom, the question soon arose as to whether blacks should have the right to vote. African American leaders such as Frederick Douglass and a sizable number of black organizations made the case that the 200,000 black men who served in the Union Army had earned that right. Such leaders also argued that the nation must live up to the promise of equality and liberty embodied in the Declaration of Independence. Furthermore, in a democracy, they contended, suffrage is the fundamental foundation of government, and freedom would be meaningless without the franchise. At first, most Americans were opposed to black suffrage.

During Reconstruction, a powerful group of U.S. senators and congressmen, Radical Republicans, fought for black suffrage. Men such as Charles Sumner, Thaddeus Stevens, and George W. Julian demanded that the right to vote must be part of Reconstruction. Over the objections of President Andrew Johnson, the Democratic Party, and much of public opinion, northern Republicans passed a series of laws and constitutional amendments that sought to grant black Americans full suffrage.

On January 8, 1867, Congress passed a law granting black suffrage in the District of Columbia. In July 1868 the Fourteenth Amendment was ratified. Article Two granted southern black men the franchise by stipulating that any former Confederate state that denied the right to vote would lose a portion of its representation in Congress. And the Reconstruction Acts of 1867 and 1868 established black suffrage as being among the conditions that the former Confederate states had to meet to return to the Union. Ironically, through these various laws the former slave states actually achieved universal manhood suffrage before the North did. In 1865 only five northern states allowed black men to vote.

The Fifteenth Amendment of 1870, in fact, was the first law that applied to all states, making it illegal to deny the franchise based on race. The passage of these laws represented the world’s first experiment in multiracial democracy. However, these successes were short-lived. By 1877 the South had been “redeemed,” meaning that Democrats regained control of all 11 of the former Confederate states, and they implemented Jim Crow laws that through various devices denied the vote to most southern black men for nearly a century.
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Agriculture

By the mid-1800s, agriculture in the United States had developed along two main lines: states in the North and the Midwest (and later the West) featured relatively small farms that grew wheat and corn and raised cattle, while plantations in the South, usually quite large, grew cash crops such as tobacco and cotton. Southern crops required slavery to be profitable; however, slave-based labor in the South was viewed as competing directly with free labor in the North. Meanwhile, U.S. land policies encouraged westward expansion and the establishment of small farms and ranches. Increasingly the South had specialized in cotton, to the virtual exclusion of almost all other crops, which proved to be a disadvantage in the Civil War. Indeed, before the war the South had purchased many of its food crops from the North and West.

American agriculture had witnessed the extension of cattle raising and grain production from Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and other northern states westward into the Midwest by the time of the Civil War. These northern-tier states, in part because of geography/topography and in part because of land-inheritance laws, developed a pattern of small farm ownership. This played heavily in Whig (and later Republican) efforts to pass the various homestead bills (such as the Graduation Act of 1854, which put land that had long been on the market up for sale at $1.25 an acre) to provide western lands cheaply. Later this movement evolved into the Free Soil movement. The Northwest Ordinance of 1787, meanwhile, further reinforced these trends by prohibiting slavery in the Old Northwest Territory (the eventual Great Lakes states).

The South, meanwhile, had emphasized tobacco, sugar, and rice production—all cash crops that required a large labor force. Unable to attract enough cheap labor, Southerners began to use slave labor on plantations, which was reinforced by Southern inheritance laws that had the oldest son inheriting the entire estate. As a result, the two sections of the nation looked quite different from each other from an agricultural standpoint.

Westward expansion led to higher gains in the agricultural productivity of labor than had occurred in the seaboard states as labor hours per unit of agricultural item fell. Technological improvements, such as Jethro Wood’s cast-iron plow, along with improved plant breeding, accelerated the growth in antebellum agriculture. John Deere’s steel plow and Cyrus McCormick’s mechanical reaper increased wheat harvests 400 to 600 percent higher than those produced by manual labor alone.

The cotton gin, introduced in the late 18th century, greatly reduced the labor cost of producing cotton, creating a shift in Southern agriculture away from rice, sugar, and indigo into cotton. As more planters moved into cotton production, however, cotton lands became depleted, and production shifted south and west, as did the number of slaves. As the cotton lands and slavery shifted geographically, this led many (including Abraham Lincoln) to conclude that slavery would reach its “natural limits” as cotton lands ran out. Nevertheless, the U.S. South dominated world cotton production, accounting for more than two-thirds of the total, and of that amount, three states—Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana—increased their share to two-thirds of U.S. production. By the 1850s, raw cotton had driven out traditional colonial exports such as tobacco and rice.

Ultimately, the free soil/small farm–based Northern agricultural system was bound to clash with Southern slave-based plantation agriculture. Even where the latter had little chance of success, such as in Kansas, the South’s increasing deficit in the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate forced Southerners to settle such marginal lands as best they could. Conflict soon ensued. Free farmers feared the inherent cost advantages gained by plantation owners and increasingly allied themselves with Northeasterners to pass so-called free-soil land bills.

Meanwhile, U.S. food products, including raw foods and processed food (such as flour), constituted the largest portion of U.S. exports in the antebellum period, and the cheapness of land reinforced this dynamic. The British need for Northern wheat (“corn” to the British) influenced British foreign policy during the war. Foreign nations maintained a strong demand for U.S. food items even after the Civil War, and Americans imported few foodstuffs, notably those grown in the tropics such as tea, sugar, coffee, and cocoa. While beef from Texas and the West was not exported, a substantial beef industry took shape by the time of the Civil War, located mostly in Texas, with large herds driven westward to the goldfields in California and Colorado.

The Financial Panic of 1857 was long considered to be an agricultural-related event, stemming from changes in wheat prices because of the Crimean War. Instead, it appears to have been related more to slavery and, specifically, the March 1857 Dred Scott decision, which threw open the possibility that all of the western territories in the Louisiana Purchase might have to accept slavery by condemning the antislavery provision of the Missouri Compromise. When east-west railroad bonds collapsed because of the instability raised by the Dred Scott decision, Northern banking houses were thrown into a panic. One of the messages that the South took from the crisis was that it was immune from panics due to so-called King Cotton, when in fact its superior branch banking system had insulated it. Increasingly, Southern spokesmen argued that the South’s production of cotton would protect it against “Northern aggression” by ensuring that in the event of a war, Britain and France would enter the fight on the side of the South.

Percentage of U.S. Workforce Engaged in Various Industries, 1860–1880
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The Civil War brought about its own agricultural changes, most notably in the South, which embargoed its own cotton as a diplomatic tool to force England and France into recognizing the Confederacy. The strategy failed spectacularly. Southerners were reluctant to resume noncotton agriculture, and Confederate armies and civilian populations paid the price with fewer supplies and chronic food shortages. The Union blockade further damaged Southern agriculture, and the 1863 Emancipation Proclamation signaled the eventual end of all plantation slave labor.
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Alabama

Southern state whose strategic location on the Gulf of Mexico and armament facilities made it a key Confederate stronghold during the Civil War. Alabama encompasses 51,705 square miles and is bordered by Mississippi to the west, Georgia to the east, Tennessee to the north, and Florida and the Gulf of Mexico to the south. The 1860 census listed the state’s population at 964,041, of which 526,271 were white and 437,770 were African American, virtually all slaves.

A largely rural state at the time, Alabama’s major economic pursuits were small-scale farming and large plantation-style cultivation. Nearly 1 million bales of cotton per year were being produced by 1860, but there were 1,459 manufacturing establishments in the state, most located in and around Birmingham, Selma, Montgomery, and Mobile. Alabama also produced some 40,000 tons of iron, making it the Confederacy’s largest supplier of this crucial commodity. Because of the great strategic importance of Mobile and Mobile Bay, the Alabama Gulf Coast was a key Union target.

On January 11, 1861, Alabama became the fourth state to secede from the Union. On February 4, delegates from the seven seceded states gathered in Montgomery to form the new Confederate government, appointing a Provisional Congress and choosing Jefferson Davis as president of the Confederate States of America. Montgomery served as the capital of the Confederacy until Virginia seceded in May 1861, and the government relocated to Richmond. Governor Andrew B. Moore, an enthusiastic supporter of the new government, arranged a $500,000 loan drawn from Alabama’s state treasury to help finance the fledgling Confederacy and the early war effort. He also ordered the seizure of federal facilities and sponsored a statewide effort to gather rifles and other small arms, even before the war officially began in April 1861.

Alabamians responded enthusiastically to the call to arms. Meanwhile, thousands of African American slaves were dragooned into war work, working alongside Confederate soldiers and performing innumerable support tasks. The slaves built and repaired roads, port facilities, rail lines, and bridges and even worked in mines and arms factories. In one part of northern Alabama, however, a pocket of antislavery sentiment produced a brief pro-Union drive in the state, spearheaded by Alabama state representative Hugh Lawson Clay, but the effort proved unsuccessful.

At the start of the war, Alabama militia and state forces captured the forts overlooking Mobile Bay and took control of the federal arsenal in Mount Vernon. No fighting occurred in Alabama until 1862, when Union forces invaded and by 1863 held large sections of the state, especially in the north. The Union incursion ensured that nearly every adult male capable of combat duty enlisted in the Confederate ranks. Yet some 2,500 white Alabamians and 10,000 ex-slaves joined the Union ranks. It is estimated that as many as 125,000 Alabamians served in the Confederate Army, providing the Confederacy with 65 infantry regiments, 15 cavalry regiments, and at least 20 artillery batteries. Although precise statistics on Alabama’s war losses are unavailable, it is believed that anywhere from 25,000 to 75,000 Alabamians lost their lives during the course of the war.

Alabama was an important manufacturing center for the Confederacy, and its 16 ironworks produced the bulk of the shells and shot used during the war. Its munitions factories also cranked out large numbers of rifles, artillery pieces, and other accoutrements of war. Most notably, the Selma Naval Ordnance Works produced, on average, one large cannon every five days. By early 1865, munitions facilities in Selma employed upwards of 10,000 workers. The state was also home to nitrate works, where gunpowder was made, and the state’s Confederate Navy Yard produced ships, including the ironclad steamer Tennessee, launched in 1863. Alabama also provided the Confederacy with numerous high-profile officers, including Lieutenant General James Longstreet and Rear Admiral Raphael Semmes.

In June 1865 less than two months after the war ended, the Andrew Johnson administration appointed a provisional governor for Alabama. In September, a state convention officially outlawed slavery and rescinded the 1861 secession ordnance. A delegation to represent the state in Washington was elected in November, but Congress refused to seat it. In 1867 Congress placed Alabama under military control, because of which former Confederate supporters were disenfranchised. A November 1867 constitutional convention ensured that Congress’s Reconstruction policies held sway. In June 1868 Alabama’s new constitution took effect, and the state was readmitted to the Union.
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Alabama, CSS

The most notorious of Confederate commerce raiders. On August 1, 1861, Confederate purchasing agent James D. Bulloch contracted for the ship, which was built by Fraser, Trenholm & Company at Liverpool. First identified as hull No. 290, it was launched on May 15, 1862, as the Enrica. U.S. diplomats in Britain learned the vessel was intended for the Confederacy and brought pressure on the British government, but Bulloch managed to get the ship to sea on July 30 before it could be impounded.

Rendezvousing with two other British ships, the prospective commerce raider received its ordnance and other supplies at the Portuguese island of Terceira in the Azores. There the new ship’s captain, Raphael Semmes, placed it into commission on August 24 as CSS Alabama.

A sleek three-masted, bark-rigged sloop of oak with a copper-sheathed hull below the waterline, the Alabama was probably the finest cruiser of its class in the world at the time. It displaced 1,050 tons and was 220′ in length, 31′9″ in beam, and 14′ in depth of hold and had a screw propeller that could be detached to allow faster speed under sail alone. The Alabama could make 13 knots under steam and sail and 10 knots under sail. Semmes characterized it as “a very perfect ship of her class.” A well-built vessel, the Alabama went on to survive several bad storms, including a hurricane.

The Alabama boasted a fully equipped machine shop to enable its crew to make all ordinary repairs themselves. The ship could carry coal sufficient for 18 days of continuous steaming, although for obvious reasons Semmes preferred to rely on sail when possible. In fact, all but about half a dozen of the Alabama’s subsequent captures were taken under sail alone. If it could provision from captured prizes, the Alabama would be able to remain at sea for a long period of time. The Alabama mounted eight guns: six 32-pounders in broadside and two pivot-guns (a 7-inch 110-pounder rifled Blakeley and a smoothbore 8-inch 68-pounder) amidships. It had a crew of 148, including 24 officers.

Characteristics of CSS Alabama





	Type
	Screw sloop



	Launch date
	July 29, 1862



	Commission date
	August 24, 1862



	Builder
	John Laird Sons & Company



	Length
	220 feet



	Beam
	31 feet 8 inches



	Draft
	17 feet 8 inches



	Displacement
	1,050 tons



	Speed
	13 knots



	Armament
	6 32-pounder cannon



	1 110-pounder cannon



	1 68-pounder cannon



	Crew
	145
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The CSS Alabama was the most successful Confederate commerce raider of the war. Commanded by Captain Raphael Semmes, in its two-year career this British-built ship sailed 75,000 miles, took 66 prizes, and sank a Union warship. (U.S. Naval Historical Center)
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The Alabama first cruised in the Azores and took a number of prizes. Semmes then sailed for the Newfoundland Banks, where the Alabama was also quite successful. He then took the Alabama into the Caribbean, where it intercepted and took the large Ariel, its most important prize. The Alabama then sailed to Galveston, Texas, where on January 11, 1863, Semmes lured out, engaged, and sank the Union side-wheel schooner Hatteras.

Semmes then returned the Alabama to the West Indies. The Alabama next spent several months off Latin America, taking additional prizes before sailing for South Africa. Learning that the more powerful U.S. Navy steamer Vanderbilt was searching for his ship, Semmes then headed into the Pacific, hopeful of making serious inroads into U.S. Orient trade. The Alabama sailed all the way to India but took few prizes; U.S. merchant captains, having been warned of its presence, stayed in port.

By now Semmes was experiencing increasing problems with his crew, and the ship was badly in need of an overhaul in a modern shipyard. He headed the commerce raider for France by way of Cape Town. On June 11, 1864, the Alabama dropped anchor at Cherbourg. Since its commissioning, it had sailed 75,000 miles, taken 66 prizes, and sunk a Union warship. The total value of Union property destroyed by the Alabama was in excess of $4.6 million, 18 times the cost of the ship. Twenty-five Union warships had searched for the Alabama, costing the federal government more than $7 million. Certainly the exploits of the commerce raider had been a considerable boost to Confederate morale.

On June 19, 1864, the French having denied him access to a dry dock and with other Union warships converging on Cherbourg, Semmes took the Alabama out to engage the Union screw sloop Kearsarge, which had taken position off the harbor. The ensuing battle was one of the most spectacular of Civil War naval engagements. Superior Union gunnery, chain armor aboard the Kearsarge, and weak cannon powder on the Alabama all told. Repeatedly holed, the Alabama went down. The commerce raider suffered 41 casualties: 9 dead and 20 wounded in the actual engagement and 12 others drowned. Semmes and other officers managed to escape.

In 1984 the French Navy located the Alabama’s resting place. The U.S. government had asserted ownership, and in 1989 Congress passed the CSS Alabama Preservation Act to secure the wreck.
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Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, Confederate Department of

Confederate geographical command. The Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana was created on May 4, 1864, following the January 1864 merger of the Department of Alabama and East Mississippi with the Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana and the addition of the western portions of Tennessee and Kentucky. When Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk’s Army of Mississippi moved to northern Georgia to join the Army of Tennessee for the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Major General Stephen D. Lee assumed temporary command of the department. Major General Dabney H. Maury succeeded Lee in July, also on a temporary basis, and served until Lieutenant General Richard Taylor assumed permanent command in August 1864. Taylor’s men were scattered around the department, with the largest troop complement being in the defenses of Mobile.

The department supported General John Bell Hood’s advance into Tennessee in November 1864, and in January 1865 Taylor assumed temporary command of Hood’s shattered army, a portion of which was retained for the defense of Mobile. The department was the administrative home of Lieutenant General N. B. Forrest’s cavalry command during the final months of the war. As the end neared, Taylor found it impossible to defend the vast geographical area as Union offensives targeted Mobile and the military infrastructure of Alabama’s interior. Beginning in March 1865, Union major general E. R. S. Canby directed a concerted effort to take Mobile, which fell to Canby’s forces on April 12. At roughly the same time, Brigadier General James H. Wilson launched a devastating cavalry raid into Alabama, with the arms and ammunition manufacturing center of Selma as his chief target. Wilson’s massive force proved too much for Forrest’s overstretched horsemen.

Wilson took Selma on April 2, destroying everything of military value before moving on to the capital of Montgomery, which he occupied on April 12. Wilson then moved into Georgia. Meanwhile, Brigadier General John T. Croxton’s detached brigade captured Tuscaloosa on April 4 and proceeded to destroy much of the town, including the military college (the future University of Alabama), before cutting a swath across the department en route to a rendezvous with Wilson in Georgia.

With the surrenders of the major Confederate forces in the East and with his own command virtually destroyed, Taylor formally surrendered to Canby on May 4 at Citronelle, Alabama, at which point the department ceased to exist.
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Alabama Claims

Claims by the United States against Britain for losses suffered at the hands of the Confederate raiders by Northern shipping during the Civil War. As early as November 1862, the U.S. government had filed claims with the British government regarding these losses. After the war, the issue of London having allowed the fitting out of the Alabama and other Confederate cruisers became a major stumbling block in Anglo-American relations.

Officials in Washington believed, rightly or wrongly, that London’s persistent disregard of its own proclamation of neutrality had heartened the South and prolonged the conflict. The powerful chairman of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, Charles Sumner, asserted that Britain owed the United States half the cost of the war, or some $2.5 billion. He proposed the solution of taking British Western Hemisphere possessions, including Canada, as compensation.

Little was done to meet U.S. demands for compensation until 1871, when Germany defeated France in the Franco-Prussian War. With the European balance of power now decisively altered, statesmen in London believed it might be wise to reach some accommodation with the United States against the possibility of a German drive for world hegemony. London proposed the establishment of an arbitration tribunal.

Consisting of five representatives—one each from Britain, the United States, Brazil, Switzerland, and Italy—the tribunal met in Geneva beginning in December 1871 to judge “claims growing out of the acts committed” by the Alabama and other Confederate commerce raiders fitted out in Britain “and generally known as the Alabama claims.” The commission did throw out Washington’s demands for indirect claims, such as expenditures in pursuit of the cruisers, the transfer of U.S. shipping to British registry, and any prolongation of the war. Nevertheless, on September 14, 1872, the commission awarded the U.S. government $15,500,500. A special U.S. court was then set up to disperse the funds and awarded $9,416,120.25. Ultimately another claims court made payments beyond those cases covered by the Geneva tribunal. What remained was used to refund premiums paid by shippers for war insurance. Direct losses were indeed paid in full, and insurance charges were prorated.

The Alabama Claims settlement has come to be regarded as an important step forward in the peaceful settlement of international disputes and as a victory for the rule of law.
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Alabama vs. Hatteras

Event Date: January 11, 1863

Civil War ship engagement off Galveston, Texas, on January 11, 1863. Learning of the Union capture of the Confederate port of Galveston in October 1862 and the expected dispatch there of a large Union expeditionary force, Captain Raphael Semmes of the Confederate commerce raider Alabama formulated a daring plan. He would sail to Galveston, reconnoiter, and then stage a night attack to destroy as many of the Union transports as possible, using his ship’s superior speed to escape.

Semmes did not know, however, that the port had been recaptured by the Confederates in the Battle of Galveston (January 1, 1863). When the Alabama arrived off Galveston late on the afternoon of January 11, Semmes saw only five Union warships offshore lobbing shells into the port. Worse, his ship was spotted by Union lookouts when it was about a dozen miles from the shore.

Lieutenant Commander Homer C. Blake of the converted Delaware River side-wheel steamer Hatteras set out to investigate the presumed blockade-runner. Semmes, meanwhile, slowly drew the Hatteras along the coast and away from the other ships in the squadron. After it was dark and the two ships were some 20 miles away from the other Union ships, Semmes allowed the Hatteras to approach within hailing distance. Darkness masked the Alabama’s character and armament. The Hatteras was woefully outgunned. It mounted four 32-pounder smoothbore cannon and a single 3.67-inch rifle, while the Alabama had two large pivot-mounted guns, one 7-inch and one 8-inch, as well as six 32-pounders in broadside. Blake hailed to ask the strange ship’s identity and received the response “Her Majesty’s steamer Petrel.” Blake then demanded the right to send a boarding party to examine the ship’s papers.

When the Hatteras’s boat was approximately halfway to the Alabama, Confederate executive officer First Lieutenant John Kell shouted out, “This is the Confederate States steamer Alabama. Fire!” The first broadside from the Alabama tore into the Union ship and was decisive. Blake’s ship immediately returned fire, and the engagement became general. Knowing his own ship’s weakness, Blake tried to ram, but the Alabama’s superior speed prevented this.

The battle lasted only some 13 minutes and was fought at ranges of between 25 and 100 yards. With the Hatteras on fire and sinking, Blake surrendered, and Semmes took off the prisoners. The boat from the Hatteras escaped in the darkness, the men rowing back to the Union squadron to report on what had transpired.

Casualties were light. The Hatteras sustained two dead and five wounded to the Alabama’s two wounded. Semmes subsequently released the captured Union crew at Port Royal, Jamaica. The engagement with the Hatteras was testimony to Semmes’s ingenuity and leadership, and it bolstered both his reputation and Confederate morale. However, the engagement had little impact on Union coastal operations.
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Alabama vs. Kearsarge

See Kearsarge vs. Alabama
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Albemarle, CSS

Powerful Confederate ironclad casemated ram and one of the most famous Confederate warships. The Albemarle was the first of a two-ship class—the other being the Neuse—constructed by Gilbert Elliot at Edward’s Ferry on the Roanoke River in North Carolina. The smallest of constructor John L. Porter’s coast defense ironclads, it was laid down in April 1863, launched in July, and commissioned in April 1864. It was some 376 tons, 139′ between perpendiculars (158′ overall length) with a beam of 35′3″ and a hull depth of 8′2″ feet. Driven by two screws from two steam engines capable of 400 horsepower, the Albemarle could make in excess of 4 knots. It had a crew complement of 150 men. Armed with only two 6.4-inch rifled guns, its deck armor was 1-inch iron plate. The casemate sides were angled 35 degrees and were protected by two layers of 2-inch plate.

Damaged at launch, the Albemarle was taken to Halifax, North Carolina, for repairs and completion. The ship was completed in time to participate in a Confederate Army assault led by Brigadier General Robert F. Hoke against the Union blockading base at Plymouth, North Carolina, on April 17, 1864. On April 19, captained by Commander James W. Cooke, the Albemarle sank one Union gunboat and drove off another. The Albemarle now controlled the water approaches to Plymouth, and its presence enabled the Confederates ashore to take Plymouth.

On May 5 the Albemarle engaged seven Union gunboats off the mouth of the Roanoke River, disabling one of them. The Albemarle posed a great threat to Union coastal operations because its shallow draft enabled it to escape the larger deep-draft Union monitors, and it easily outgunned smaller Union coastal craft. For months the Albemarle dominated the North Carolina sounds.

On October 28, 1864, however, the Union launch steam picket boat No. 1, commanded by Lieutenant William B. Cushing, sank the Albemarle at its berth with a spar torpedo, the only Confederate ship so lost in the war. Union forces were now able to recapture Plymouth and gain control of the entire Roanoke River area.
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The CSS Albemarle was one of the most famous Confederate ironclad rams. It enabled the Confederates to retake Plymouth and for months dominated the North Carolina sounds. It was sunk by a spar torpedo on October 28, 1864, in a daring operation by Union volunteers under Lieutenant William B. Cushing. (Wildside Press)

The Albemarle was subsequently refloated and towed to Norfolk in April 1865, where it was repaired and taken into the U.S. Navy; however, it was condemned and sold on October 15, 1867.
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Albemarle, CSS, Destruction of

Event Date: October 28, 1864

The Confederate ironclad ram Albemarle posed a great threat to Union coastal operations in Albemarle Sound, and the U.S. Navy was determined to destroy it. With ironclads drawing too much water and wooden gunboats being too vulnerable, a boat raid appeared to be the only option. On May 25, 1864, five volunteers went up the Roanoke River in a boat with two 100-pound torpedoes (mines), hoping to place them against the ram’s hull at night. They were discovered before they could reach their objective, but all managed to escape.

In early July, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron commander Rear Admiral Samuel P. Lee met with 21-year-old Lieutenant William B. Cushing and asked him to lead another effort. Cushing proposed several plans, and Lee approved an attack by two launches fitted with spar torpedoes but sent Cushing to Washington to secure final approval from the Navy Department. When Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles agreed, Cushing proceeded to New York City and there purchased two 30-foot steam launches and armed each with a 12-pounder Dahlgren howitzer. Each launch had at its bow a 14-foot spar that could mount a torpedo and be lowered by a windlass. Once the torpedo was in position under the target ship, a tug on a line would release it to float up under the hull. A second line would activate the firing mechanism. Cushing planned for the first launch to carry out the attack while the second launch fired canister from its howitzer and stood ready to attack should the first attempt fail.

Both launches experienced engine problems on the trip south, and one had to be scuttled off Virginia, where its crew was captured. The other, steam picket boat No. 1, arrived safely in the North Carolina sounds on October 24, whereupon Cushing revealed his plans to the crew. All seven volunteered.

Meanwhile, Rear Admiral David D. Porter had replaced Lee and approved Cushing’s request to undertake the mission with the one launch only. Cushing set out on his attempt on the night of October 26, 1864, but the launch grounded at the mouth of the Roanoke. The crew managed to free their boat, but the mishap forced Cushing to postpone his attempt until the next night.

The night of October 27 was dark and foul, and Cushing was able to get close to the Plymouth waterfront, where the Albemarle was moored. Fourteen volunteers accompanied him. The launch towed a cutter with 2 officers and 10 men to neutralize the Southfield, which the Confederates had scuttled in the middle of the river about a mile from Portsmouth to serve as a picket.

The steam launch passed undetected within 30 yards of the Southfield, when at about 3:00 a.m. on October 28 a sentry ashore gave the alarm. Cushing immediately ordered the cutter to cast off, make for the Southfield, and secure it, while the launch got up steam for the run to the Albemarle.

The Confederates opened fire on the launch both from the Albemarle and the shore. Pickets ignited a ready bonfire to provide illumination, but this also enabled Cushing to spot a protective boom of logs around the ram. Coolly ordering the launch about, Cushing ran it at full speed toward the obstruction while firing canister from the boat howitzer against the Confederates ashore.

Striking the boom at high speed, the launch rode up and over the logs and came to rest next to the Albemarle. As bullets whizzed around him, Cushing somehow managed to lower the spar under the ram and detonate it. When the torpedo went off, the resulting wash of water swamped the launch.

The explosion tore a gaping six-foot hole in the ram, causing it to settle rapidly. Of the 15 men in the launch, only Cushing and 1 other man escaped; 2 drowned, and 11 were captured. All those on the cutter returned, bringing with them 4 prisoners from the Southfield.

Admiral Porter hailed the event, and the Union ships fired signal rockets in celebration. Destruction of the Albemarle enabled Union forces to retake Plymouth and control the entire Roanoke River area and also released Union ships there for other blockade duties. Congress commended Cushing and advanced him to lieutenant commander.
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Albemarle Sound

Large estuary located in northeastern North Carolina and site of the Union assault on Hatteras Inlet (August 28–29, 1861) as well as the Battle of Roanoke Island (February 7–8, 1862) and the Battle of Albemarle Sound (May 5, 1864). Albemarle Sound is a partially enclosed body of water connected at its southern extreme to the open Atlantic Ocean and formed by the confluence of several rivers and streams, the most notable of which are the Chowan and Roanoke Rivers. The sound is separated from the open sea by a razor-thin stretch of land running north to south known as the Outer Banks. The sound has many fingerlike protuberances radiating out from the main body of water. Albemarle Sound, which is about 55 miles long and from 3 to 14 miles wide, is also home to numerous islands of varying sizes. A shallow inlet, the sound’s depth is no greater than 25 feet.

Most of the waters within Albemarle Sound are brackish, meaning semifresh. They generally contain a higher salt content than freshwater but less salt than seawater. As such, the waterway abounds with marine life that can tolerate both saltwater and freshwater. To the south of Albemarle Sound lies Pamlico Sound. Because of its geographic and topographical characteristics, Albemarle Sound is subject to frequent and severe storms, particularly summertime hurricanes and nor’easters in the winter.

Albemarle Sound was also the site of the first English settlement in the New World in 1587. On Roanoke Island, a small group of colonists attempted to establish a settlement. Sometime between 1587 and 1590 they all vanished, likely the victims of starvation and/or Native American attack. In the 18th and 19th centuries, Albemarle Sound was an important avenue for sea-bound trade. Fishing later became the area’s primary industry.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Albemarle Sound, Battle of; Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, Union Assault on; Roanoke Island, Battle of

Further Reading

Gale, Judith A. A Guide to Estuaries of the Albemarle-Pamlico Region. Washington, DC: Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, 1989.

Stick, David. The Outer Banks of North Carolina, 1854–1958. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1990.

_______________________

Albemarle Sound, Battle of

Event Date: May 5, 1864

Confederate effort to recapture Plymouth, North Carolina. The attack on the Union base at Plymouth, begun on April 17 by 7,000 Confederate troops under Brigadier General Robert F. Hoke, had failed in large part thanks to fire support provided by Union gunboats in the Roanoke River. Early on April 19, however, the shallow-draft ironclad ram Albemarle, captained by Commander James W. Cooke, appeared and attacked the Union wooden gunboats Miami and Southfield. With Union shot bouncing harmlessly off its plated sides, the Albemarle rammed and sank the Southfield. The commander of the Southfield, Lieutenant Commander Charles W. Flusser, was killed; 11 Union seamen were wounded, and 8 were taken prisoner. The Albemarle lost 1 man, killed by a pistol shot. The Miami and other Union ships then withdrew from the river to watch the ram from a distance. The Albemarle now controlled the water approaches to Plymouth. Its guns and sharpshooters aboard the Confederate steamer Cotton Plant enabled the more numerous Confederate infantry to take Plymouth on April 20.

Following the loss of Plymouth, Captain Melancton Smith, commanding Union naval forces in the North Carolina sounds, assembled additional ships below Portsmouth. His squadron consisted of the double-ender gunboats Mattabesett (flagship), Sassacus, Wyalusing, and Miami; the converted ferryboat Commodore Hull; and the Ceres, Whitehead, and Isaac N. Seymour.

On the afternoon of May 5, the Albemarle again sallied from the Roanoke, and an engagement occurred off the river’s mouth at the head of Albemarle Sound, in consequence of Cooke’s plan to convoy the Cotton Plant to the Alligator River. On exiting the river, the Albemarle, which was accompanied by the ex-Union steamer Bombshell, was met by six Union gunboats under Lieutenant Commander F. A. Roe, in the Sassacus. The Bombshell surrendered early in the action, and the Cotton Plant withdrew back up the Roanoke, but the Albemarle continued the action alone.

Making between 10 and 11 knots, the Sassacus rammed the Albemarle on its starboard side just abaft the casemate. Simultaneously, the Albemarle fired a rifled solid shot that passed completely through the Union ship. Meanwhile, crewmen on the Sassacus tried to throw hand grenades down the deck hatch of the ram, and both sides traded small arms fire. Another Confederate rifled cannon round then smashed into the starboard boiler of the Sassacus. Steam filled the Union ship and killed several men, rendering the Sassacus hors de combat.

The Union side-wheelers Mattabesett and Wyalusing continued to engage the ram. The action continued for three hours until halted by darkness, but the ram was little damaged. The Albemarle then withdrew up the Roanoke River, and the Union side-wheelers Commodore Hull and Ceres took up position at that river’s mouth to try to prevent it from reentering the sound.

With the Albemarle posing a serious threat to Union coastal operations, Captain Smith sought to find a way to destroy it, but Union monitors drew too much water to operate in the sound, and wooden ships were too vulnerable. The destruction of the ram was finally accomplished by a spar torpedo on a launch on October 28, 1864.
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Alcott, Louisa May

Birth Date: November 29, 1832

Death Date: March 6, 1888

American writer, novelist, abolitionist, and advocate of women’s rights. Although her family was originally from New England, Louisa May Alcott was born in Germantown, Pennsylvania, on November 29, 1832. During the 1830s her father, a prominent transcendentalist thinker and writer, moved the family to Massachusetts, eventually settling in Concord. As a child, Alcott was influenced by family friends such as Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, and Nathaniel Hawthorne. Alcott, who never married, was ardently committed by the time she was a teenager to abolitionism, women’s suffrage, and women’s rights. In 1860 Alcott, who had exhibited a passion and talent for writing since her youth, began writing for the Atlantic Monthly.
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Louisa May Alcott was an important American novelist and champion of women’s rights. Her best-known novel, Little Women, is the semi-autobiographical story of four sisters growing up during the Civil War. (National Archives)

Although Alcott lacked any formal training in the medical profession, she served as a nurse in Georgetown’s Union Hospital for six weeks from 1862 to 1863. While working in the hospital, she contracted typhoid and was treated with calomel, a compound of mercury chloride. In 1863 she published Hospital Sketches, which was based on the letters she had written to her family while she was a nurse. Little Women (1868), a critically acclaimed semiautobiographical novel of her childhood with her three sisters, relates the saga of four sisters—Meg, Jo (Alcott), Beth, and Amy March—growing up during the Civil War. Each of the sisters must overcome a serious character flaw: greed (Meg), anger (Jo), shyness (Beth), and selfishness (Amy). Subsequent novels, such as Good Wives (1869) and Little Men (1871), continued the story of the March sisters into adulthood. Alcott died in Boston on March 6, 1888, of mercury poisoning, a side effect of her calomel treatments for typhoid.
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Alden, James, Jr.

Birth Date: March 31, 1810

Death Date: February 6, 1877

Union Navy officer. James Alden Jr. was born in Portland, Maine, on March 31, 1810. He received a midshipman’s warrant on April 1, 1828, and was assigned to the Boston Navy Yard. Alden first went to sea in the frigate John Adams in the Mediterranean Squadron. Advanced to passed midshipman on June 14, 1834, he was again assigned to the Boston Navy Yard before joining the United States Exploring Expedition to the Antarctic under Lieutenant Charles Wilkes, during which time Alden was promoted to lieutenant on February 15, 1841. He then served in the South Pacific and participated in a punitive expedition in the Fiji Islands in July 1841.

Returning to serve at the Boston Navy Yard, Alden then joined the frigate Constitution for its circumnavigation of the globe (1844–1846), during which he commanded a boat expedition that cut out several junks off Tourane (today Danang) in Cochinchina. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Alden participated in the U.S. operations against Veracruz, Tuxpan, and Tabasco. He then returned to serve at the Boston Navy Yard before joining the U.S. Coast Survey along the Atlantic coast. In this capacity he commanded in succession the steamers John Y. Mason and Walker. Alden was transferred to the Pacific to perform coastal survey work while in command of the steamer Active until 1860 and took part in the so-called Pig War of 1855. He was promoted to commander on September 1, 1855.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Alden commanded the screw steamer South Carolina in which he helped relieve Fort Pickens, Florida. He next commanded the steam sloop Richmond in Flag Officer David G. Farragut’s West Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron, capturing a dozen Confederate schooners off Galveston, Texas. Alden then took part in the passage of Forts St. Philip and Jackson, leading to the capture of New Orleans; in the passages of Vicksburg, Mississippi; and in operations against Port Hudson, Louisiana. He was promoted to captain on January 2, 1863.

Given command of the steam sloop Brooklyn, Alden was assigned the lead position in the line of wooden warships in crossing the bar into Mobile Bay. In the ensuing Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864), Alden slowed when the ironclad Tecumseh leading the line of monitors was sunk by Confederate torpedoes (mines), in effect blocking the channel and causing the Union line to bunch up. When Alden failed to see Farragut’s signal to go ahead, the admiral took the initiative himself, forging ahead in the steam sloop Hartford and saving the situation. Alden’s abilities and courage were never doubted, and he and the Brooklyn subsequently took part in the two Union assaults on Fort Fisher, North Carolina, in December 1864 and January 1865.

Promoted to commodore on July 25, 1866, Alden commanded first the side-wheeler frigate Susquehanna and then the screw frigate Minnesota. He then commanded the Mare Island Navy Yard in California before being appointed chief of the Bureau of Navigation in April 1869. Alden was promoted to rear admiral on June 19, 1871. With his flag in the screw frigate Wabash, he concluded his naval career as commander of U.S. naval forces in European waters from 1871 to 1873. Alden died in San Francisco on February 6, 1877.
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Aldie, Battle of

Event Date: June 17, 1863

Cavalry engagement in Virginia during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). As General Robert E. Lee began moving his Army of Northern Virginia north to invade Pennsylvania, he sought to conceal his movements from Union forces. Lee’s cavalry, under Major General J. E. B. Stuart, attempted to screen the right flank of Lee’s army as it marched north through the Shenandoah Valley. Union cavalry under Brigadier General Alfred Pleasanton tried to penetrate Stuart’s screen, resulting in a series of minor cavalry engagements at Aldie, Middleburg, and Upperville from June 17 to June 22.

Stuart’s cavalry was deployed between Lee’s army and the Union forces, with several brigades in Loudoun County. Confederate colonel Thomas T. Munford’s brigade was deployed near the village of Aldie, Virginia, guarding the turnpikes to Snicker’s Gap and Ashby’s Gap in the Blue Ridge Mountains. Pleasonton, meanwhile, operating from Manassas Junction, moved northwest with Brigadier General David M. Gregg’s division toward the Blue Ridge Mountains to find Lee’s army. A brigade under Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick of Gregg’s division encountered Munford’s pickets at Aldie in midafternoon on June 17.

Kilpatrick’s men drove the Confederates out of Aldie, but counterattacks by Munford’s main body and another cavalry regiment under Colonel Thomas Rosser stymied the Union advance. After several hours of sharp fighting with attacks and counterattacks, the Confederates withdrew westward under orders from Stuart, who was surrounding a Union regiment. This regiment, the 1st Rhode Island, had been dispatched by Gregg on a different route to rendezvous with Kilpatrick in Middleburg. With Kilpatrick fighting at Aldie, the 1st Rhode Island was surrounded and overrun by much larger Confederate forces overnight on June 17. At Aldie, Kilpatrick suffered 305 casualties, and Munford suffered 120. The net effect was that the Confederates halted the Union advance and protected the passes.
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Alexander, Edward Porter

Birth Date: May 26, 1835

Death Date: April 28, 1910

Confederate officer. Edward Porter Alexander was born on May 26, 1835, in Washington, Georgia, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1857. Commissioned a second lieutenant of engineers, he served in a number of locations and taught at West Point before resigning his commission in May 1861 to join the Confederate Army as a captain.

Assigned as signal officer to Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard, Alexander saw action in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he employed the wigwag semaphore system that he had helped develop in 1859. This is credited with denying the element of surprise to the Union flanking movement and thus helping to secure a Confederate victory.

Promoted to lieutenant colonel in December 1861, Alexander became chief of ordnance in the Army of Northern Virginia and thereafter was associated with that force’s artillery arm. By late 1862 he had been promoted to colonel, and from that time until 1864 he served as chief of artillery for Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s I Corps, playing a key role in the final stages of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Alexander subsequently accompanied Longstreet during detached service in Tennessee and participated in the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). After Alexander returned to Virginia in the early winter of 1864, he was promoted to brigadier general on February 26.

Alexander participated in the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864) and was then dispatched to Petersburg to help in its defense during the Union siege. Severely wounded in June 1864, he rejoined Lee’s army at Petersburg later that summer and the following year participated in the march to Appomattox, where he surrendered and was paroled in April 1865. After the war, Alexander served as a railroad executive and an engineering consultant and taught mathematics at the University of South Carolina. He also published two military memoirs before his death in Savannah, Georgia, on April 28, 1910.
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Alexandria, Louisiana, Destruction of

Event Date: May 13, 1864

Strategic town burned by Union troops during Major General Nathaniel P. Banks’s Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Alexandria is located in central Louisiana on the Red River opposite Pineville. On March 16, 1864, Union gunboats under Rear Admiral David D. Porter arrived at the town and sent men ashore to occupy it. They were then joined by Union soldiers commanded by Brigadier General Andrew J. Smith. Union forces proceeded to relieve Alexandria and the surrounding countryside of military contraband, and the navy confiscated considerable quantities of cotton. Banks, who was supposed to be at Alexandria concurrent with Porter, did not arrive there until March 24, with the last of his soldiers getting there two days later. Banks then dallied until April 2, when he departed with his troops for the Union objective of Shreveport. After Confederate forces under Major General Richard Taylor defeated Banks at Mansfield on April 8 and then attacked the Union troops at Pleasant Hill the following day, Banks called off the expedition and returned to Alexandria on April 26.

At Alexandria, some 3,500 of Banks’s men were employed in an effort to construct a dam on the Red River in order to bring up the water level so that the ships of Porter’s Mississippi Squadron, which had been stranded by the falling water level in the Red River, might pass over the rocks above the city and regain the Mississippi. Construction of the dam under the supervision of Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Bailey, acting engineer of IX Corps, proved a success and was the most impressive accomplishment of the entire campaign.

With Porter’s ships free, Banks now withdrew. As his army evacuated Alexandria on May 13, soldiers belonging to Smith’s command looted and then set fire to the city. They had already destroyed much of Grand Ecore when marching through it. Reportedly, the destruction at Alexandria was so complete that only two houses were left standing. As Banks withdrew, Taylor attacked his army at Yellow Bayou on May 18 but was defeated by superior Union numbers. The abortive Union Red River Campaign was at an end.
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Alexandria, Virginia

Strategic town located on the west bank of the Potomac River some six miles south of Washington, D.C. For virtually the entirety of the Civil War, Alexandria remained in Union control. With an 1860 population of 12,652, Alexandria held great strategic importance for both sides in the war. Its immediate proximity to Washington meant that whoever controlled it would control the Potomac and the southern approaches to the Union capital. Also, the city was home to an important port, marked the terminus of three Virginia railroads, and was a busy trade center.

When the Virginia Convention approved secession from the Union on April 17, 1861, a contingent of about 480 Confederate soldiers moved into Alexandria and occupied it. Secession and occupation seemed to be welcome by most residents, and the town provided the Confederate cause with five infantry companies and an artillery battery. On May 5, however, the Confederate force abandoned Alexandria because of a lack of guns, ammunition, and trained troops. Union forces did not move on Alexandria immediately, however, as Virginia voters had not yet confirmed that state’s secession. When they did so on May 23, the Union prepared for a swift occupation of the town.
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Barricades on Duke Street in Alexandria, Virginia, erected to protect the Orange & Alexandria Railroad from Confederate cavalry attack, 1861. (National Archives)

At dawn the next day, a Union contingent consisting of two regiments and supported by a gunboat moved into Alexandria unopposed. When Colonel Elmer E. Ellsworth, commander of one of the regiments, saw a Confederate flag flying atop a local hotel, he was determined to take it down himself. As he came down the stairs after removing the flag from the roof, the hotel’s owner, James T. Jackson, shot and killed Ellsworth. Corporal Francis E. Brownell, a member of Ellsworth’s 11th New York Fire Zouaves, immediately gunned down Jackson. Thereafter Ellsworth became a hero to the North, while Jackson was lionized in the South.

Alexandria remained under Union control until the end of the war. The residents suffered greatly under the occupation; many lost their livelihoods and incomes, while others lost land and homes to the Union Army, which utilized Alexandria as a supply depot, field hospital, naval base, and mustering point for troops. The town was also part of the outer ring of defenses surrounding Washington, D.C., and was home to the so-called Restored Government of Virginia after the state of West Virginia was created on June 20, 1863. Today Alexandria is a principal suburb of Washington and is one of northern Virginia’s largest cities, with a population of nearly 130,000.
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Alger, Russell Alexander

Birth Date: February 27, 1836

Death Date: January 24, 1907

Union officer and U.S. secretary of war. Born in Medina County, Ohio, on February 27, 1836, Russell Alexander Alger was orphaned at age 11. He managed to support himself and two younger brothers through various jobs, including farm labor. He also acquired sufficient education to teach school. Alger went on to study law and was admitted to the Ohio bar at age 21. In 1860 he moved to Michigan.

During the Civil War, in October 1861 Alger secured a commission as a captain in the 2nd Michigan Cavalry Regiment and was promoted to major the following April. In October 1862 he became lieutenant colonel of the 6th Michigan Cavalry, and in June he became colonel of the 5th Michigan Cavalry in Brigadier General George Armstrong Custer’s brigade. A capable field commander, Alger served with distinction in the eastern theater of war and saw service in the Battles of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). He distinguished himself in Major General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) and won special mention for his cavalry charge in the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11, 1864). Alger resigned his volunteer commission in September 1864. On June 11, 1865, he was brevetted brigadier general and major general of volunteers.

Following the war, Alger settled in Detroit and headed the firm of Alger, Smith & Co. and the Manistique Lumbering Company. Elected governor of Michigan, he served in that post from 1885 to 1887. During the 1896 presidential campaign, Alger organized Civil War veterans in support of William McKinley, who named him secretary of war on March 5, 1897.

As secretary of war, Alger was regarded as the most militant member of President McKinley’s cabinet and an outspoken proponent of war with Spain. Alger’s tenure, however, was not a happy one, as he proved to be a poor administrator during a period of crisis. He was also constantly at odds with the army’s senior officers. Indeed, the many miscues and bungling that occurred during his term in office resulted in the creation of the term “Algerism,” which became synonymous with incompetent officialdom.

By the end of 1898, McKinley was convinced that a new secretary of war was necessary and requested Alger’s resignation. However, the secretary refused to step down and instead asked for and received a formal hearing. The Dodge Commission, the body that heard his case, found that Alger had done his best to deal with problems during the war that were largely beyond his control. Following a bitter meeting with McKinley, Alger resigned in July 1899.

The criticism of his conduct as secretary of war did little to harm Alger’s national reputation, and he remained a political power in Michigan. He was appointed to finish the term of U.S. senator James McMillan, who died in 1902. Alger remained in the Senate until his death in Washington, D.C., on January 24, 1907.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Gettysburg, Battle of; Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign; Trevilian Station, Battle of; Wilderness, Battle of the

Further Reading

Bell, Rodney F. “A Life of Russell Alexander Alger.” Unpublished PhD dissertation, University of Michigan, 1975.

Leech, Margaret. In the Days of McKinley. New York: Harper Bros., 1959.

_______________________

Allatoona, Battle of

Event Date: October 5, 1864

Brief but bloody battle at Allatoona Pass in Bartow County, Georgia, northwest of Atlanta. In the early autumn of 1864 right after Major General William T. Sherman had taken Atlanta, Confederate general John B. Hood sought to cut off Sherman’s supply line. Late in September, Hood marched toward the Western & Atlantic Railroad, determined to sever it and perhaps draw Sherman north and west, where he might fight the Union troops on more competitive terms. Beginning on October 2, Hood’s force hit the railway between the Etowah and Chattahoochee Rivers. His men ripped up track and seized several small garrisons.

Hood ultimately set his sights on the village of Allatoona Pass, which served as a Union supply base. He hoped to capture it and sever the rail line as it ascended the Appalachian foothills. The Federals had constructed stout defenses at Allatoona, including two earthen fortresses that commanded high ridges on either side of the pass. With walls 12 feet thick, parapets 12 feet high, and a series of trenches and rifle pits surrounding them, the forts would indeed prove to be challenging obstacles.

Cognizant of Hood’s moves, Sherman dispatched Brigadier General John M. Corse’s 1,100-man brigade to reinforce the 900-man garrison at Allatoona Pass. On October 4 Corse left Rome, Georgia, reaching Allatoona early on the morning of October 5. Already on the outskirts of Allatoona was a Confederate force numbering about 3,275 men under Major General Samuel G. French.
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Chromolithograph by Thure de Thulstrup in 1887 depicting the short, but sanguinary battle at Allatoona Pass, Georgia, on October 5, 1864, during the Atlanta Campaign. (Library of Congress)

French ordered a bombardment of the Union positions and then demanded their surrender. Corse refused. The Confederates now launched a ground attack from the north and west. French’s force nearly broke through the Union lines several times but was driven back each time. Instead of subjecting his men to the wholesale slaughter that would accompany a direct attack on the forts, French decided to withdraw. The battle lasted only a few hours, but the casualties were high. Union forces reported 706 total casualties (including some 200 prisoners), while the Confederates suffered 900 casualties (including some 100 prisoners). General Corse was among the wounded.
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Allegheny Mountain, Battle of

Event Date: December 13, 1861

Minor engagement in western Virginia. In early October 1861 following the Battle of Greenbrier River (October 3, 1861), the Confederate Army of the Northwest abandoned its base at Camp Bartow (present-day Bartow, West Virginia) and moved to Camp Allegheny, where the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike intersected the crowning ridge of the Allegheny Mountains. A naturally strong position, the camp had the disadvantage of being isolated and thus difficult to reinforce. The soil was hard, making it difficult to dig defensive earthworks, a condition made even worse by the unusually cold winter of 1861–1862 and frozen ground. The persistent cold, wind, rain, sleet, and snow also adversely affected the health of the soldiers positioned there.

Two roads converged at the site of the encampment: the turnpike and a local road, both climbing the mountain from the west. Brigadier General Robert Milroy, commanding Union forces along the turnpike, sent attacking columns up both routes on the night of December 12–13, 1861, intending to assault the Confederates simultaneously from two sides. A coordinated attack became impossible, however, as rough terrain prevented the two columns from seeing or otherwise contacting one another. The column coming up the local road was delayed, and Confederate pickets spotted the column taking the turnpike route and attacked it before it could deploy as planned. Colonel Edward Johnson, commanding the Confederate forces, was thus able to shift troops from one side of his position to another as needed and repulse each attacking column in detail.

In consequence of this small battle, the Confederates held the turnpike, blocking deeper Union penetration of Virginia in this sector. For his performance, Johnson was promoted to brigadier general and given the nickname “Old Allegheny.” Union losses were 20 killed, 106 wounded, and 10 missing or captured; Confederate losses were 20 killed, 98 wounded, and 28 missing or captured.
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Allen, Henry Watkins

Birth Date: April 29, 1820

Death Date: April 22, 1866

Lawyer, Confederate officer, and governor of Louisiana. Henry Watkins Allen was born on April 29, 1820, in Prince Edward County, Virginia. In 1833 he moved with his family to Missouri. Allen attended Marion College (Missouri) for a brief period before becoming a teacher in Gulfport, Mississippi. In 1836 he enlisted in the Texas Army during the Texas Revolution, serving for some six months. In 1852 Allen moved to Baton Rouge; the following year he attended Harvard, where he studied law. Upon his return, he took up the practice of law and set his sights on state political office.

Before Allen could enter politics, however, the Civil War began, and he enlisted in Confederate service as a private. In August 1861 he was elected lieutenant colonel of the 4th Louisiana Infantry Regiment. In March 1862 he became colonel of the regiment. Badly wounded at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Allen refused to leave the field while his men were still engaged. In the Battle of Baton Rouge (August 5, 1862), he was seriously wounded in the leg but refused amputation. The wound effectively ended his field career, although he was advanced to brigadier general on August 19, 1863, and sent to the Trans-Mississippi Department. Within a few months, Louisianans had elected Allen governor.

Allen took office on January 25, 1864, facing daunting challenges. Louisiana’s economy was teetering on insolvency, and morale was at low ebb. The new governor immediately sought to stabilize the economy and promote industry that might help the Confederate cause. First, he gathered cotton and sugar grown in the state and sent it to Mexico, securing in return badly needed munitions, machinery, and various dry goods. He also set up a rationing system whereby Louisianans could buy needed supplies at state-run stores and pay for them in Louisiana or Confederate currency. This helped stabilize the economy to some extent and relieve the stress under which the population had long suffered. Allen also instituted numerous welfare programs to help the state’s many indigents. His efforts were lauded both in Richmond and in his home state.

On June 2, 1865, Allen left the governorship after the Confederate collapse and went into exile in Mexico City. There he started an English-language newspaper. Still suffering the lingering effects of his war wounds, Allen died in Mexico City on April 22, 1866.
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Allen, Robert

Birth Date: March 15, 1811

Death Date: August 5, 1886

Union officer. Robert Allen was born on March 15, 1811, in West Point, Ohio. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1836. Commissioned a second lieutenant of artillery and promoted to first lieutenant two years later, he served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was promoted to captain in 1847. Brevetted major for gallantry at the Battle of Cerro Gordo (April 18, 1847), he shortly thereafter joined the Quartermaster Department. Advanced to permanent major in 1861, he was named chief quartermaster for the Pacific Department.

On September 19, 1862, now with the rank of colonel, Allen was appointed quartermaster of the Department of the Missouri, which proved no small task thanks to the incompetence and corruption of his predecessor procurement officer, Brigadier General Justus McKinstry. In short order, Allen turned the department’s quartermaster operation into a model of efficiency, and his jurisdiction was soon expanded to include the entire Mississippi Valley. His expanded duties came with promotion to brigadier general of volunteers in May 1863. Allen’s department supplied numerous large-scale Union offensives, including the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862) and the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). He also supplied Major General William T. Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). By mid-1864, Allen’s area of responsibility was enlarged to include all areas west of the Mississippi with the exception of California.

Brevetted through major general in both the regular and volunteer organizations at war’s end, Allen remained in the regular army at his substantive rank of colonel until he retired in 1878. It is estimated that he expended some $111 million as a quartermaster between 1847 and 1878. Allen died near Geneva, Switzerland, on August 5, 1886, while on a European vacation.
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Allen, William Wirt

Birth Date: September 11, 1835

Death Date: November 24, 1894

Confederate officer. William Wirt Allen was born on September 11, 1835, in New York City but was reared in Montgomery, Alabama. He studied law at the College of New Jersey (Princeton University), graduating in 1854, but returned to Alabama, where he became a planter. In the spring of 1861, he enlisted in a local volunteer regiment as a first lieutenant; in March 1862 he became a major in the 1st Alabama Cavalry Regiment in the Army of Tennessee. He remained with that army until its surrender in 1865.

Allen saw action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1863), after which he was promoted to colonel. Accompanying General Braxton Bragg during the Kentucky invasion, Allen saw action at the Battles of Perryville (October 8, 1862) and Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), suffering wounds in both engagements. Promoted to brigadier general on February 26, 1864, Allen joined Major General Joseph Wheeler’s effort to probe Major General William T. Sherman’s force as it began the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Allen’s brigade saw much action prior to Atlanta’s fall.

Allen stayed with Wheeler during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865), during which he led a division but without commensurate rank. Allen was advanced to major general on March 4, 1865, but his promotion was never officially confirmed by the Confederate Senate. Surrendering in North Carolina on May 3, 1865, Allen returned to Alabama, where he engaged in farming, local Democratic politics, and the railroad industry. He also served as adjutant general for Alabama and was a U.S. marshal for a short time. Allen died on November 24, 1894, in Sheffield, Alabama.
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Allen’s Farm, Virginia, Engagement at

Event Date: June 29, 1862

Engagement during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), part of a larger action that included the Battle of Savage Station that occurred near Richmond, Virginia. Following his defeat in the Battle of Gaines’ Mill on June 27, Union major general George B. McClellan began withdrawing his Army of the Potomac southward across the Chickahominy River to his supply base at Harrison’s Landing. Most of his army, consisting of three corps, concentrated around Savage’s Station on the Richmond & York River Railroad, preparing to cross the river. McClellan had moved south to Malvern Hill without designating a second-in-command for these troops.

Confederate general Robert E. Lee now devised a complicated plan to attack and destroy these corps in a three-pronged assault that depended on precise timing. Confederate major general John B. Magruder’s division would assault Brigadier General Edwin V. Sumner’s II Corps while being supported by Major Generals Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s and Benjamin Huger’s forces.

On the morning of June 29, neither Jackson nor Huger was in position, however. Magruder’s flanks were thus vulnerable, and Sumner outnumbered him by 26,000 to 14,000 men. Nevertheless, at 9:00 a.m. Magruder ordered two Georgia regiments of Brigadier General George T. Anderson’s brigade to attack two Pennsylvania regiments of Sumner’s corps on land known as Allen’s Farm, two miles west of Savage’s Station. Over the next two hours, Anderson pushed Sumner’s men back to Savage’s Station, with the loss of 28 men to 119 for the Pennsylvanians. Confederate brigadier general Richard Griffith was killed in the brief skirmish.

With Jackson still not present, Magruder disengaged until 5:00 p.m., then fought Sumner for four more hours to a stalemate. The battle cost the Union 950 killed or wounded; the Confederates lost only 450. Sumner withdrew later that night.
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Alligator, U.S. Navy Submarine

The U.S. Navy’s first submarine. Built chiefly to counter the threat of the Confederate ironclad ram CSS Virginia, the Alligator was designed by the French engineer Brutus de Villeroi and constructed for the U.S. Navy by the Philadelphia firm of Neafie and Levy. Its keel was laid down in early November 1861, and the submarine was launched on May 1, 1862. After being towed to the Philadelphia Navy Yard, the Alligator was fitted out and received a crew, although apparently it was never formally commissioned as a U.S. Navy warship.

The Alligator was 47 feet in length and 66 inches from keel to deck, had a crew of 21, and was propelled by oars. Each oar was manned by a seaman. The submarine also had 2 helmsmen and 2 divers under the supervision of an officer. The divers were charged with leaving the submarine while submerged and attaching one of two torpedoes (mines) to enemy ships. The torpedoes would then be exploded electronically.

On June 19, 1862, the Alligator departed Philadelphia under tow by the steam tug Fred Kopp and was bound for Hampton Roads, Virginia. The Alligator was assigned to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, with the side-wheel steamer Satellite as its tender. The submarine was next sent up the James River. Here its limitations were glaring. Since it required at least seven and a half feet of water to be entirely submerged, the tidal James River was often too shallow for it to operate as intended. And with a speed of only four knots and no protection, the Alligator was an easy target for Confederate ships and shore artillery. Commodore John Rodgers decided that the water in the James and Appomattox Rivers provided an unsuitable operational environment, and he ordered the Alligator withdrawn. It was then sent to the Washington Navy Yard for testing.

After unsuccessful tests conducted by Lieutenant Thomas O. Selfridge, the submarine’s oars were replaced with a hand-operated screw propeller, which slightly increased its speed. Shortly after President Abraham Lincoln observed a trial with the submarine in the Anacostia River, Rear Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont ordered the Alligator towed by the Sumpter to Port Royal, South Carolina, for operations against Charleston. On April 2, 1863, the Sumpter and the Alligator encountered a strong storm off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, that forced the Sumpter to cut the tow, and the Alligator then rapidly sank. There was no loss of life in the incident.

In 2005 the Office of Naval Research and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration conducted an unsuccessful search for the submarine off Cape Hatteras. The Alligator nevertheless remains the property of the U.S. government and is protected by the Sunken Military Craft Act.
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Alton Federal Military Prison

Union prisoner-of-war (POW) camp located in western Illinois along the Mississippi River about 15 miles north of St. Louis. Built in a poorly drained area prone to flooding, the former Alton State Penitentiary had been abandoned by the State of Illinois in the late 1850s. The penitentiary had engendered so much criticism because of its poor design and high death rate that the Illinois government decided to replace it with a new facility in Joliet. In January 1862 federal officials obtained permission from Illinois to use the abandoned penitentiary as a facility for Confederate POWs and certain political detainees. The first POWs began arriving at Alton on February 9, 1862.

The facility, which was designed to hold only 800 prisoners, was well past capacity in a matter of weeks. The peak population was almost 1,900, and on average the prisoner census averaged 1,250. The overcrowding was made far worse by poor drainage and sanitation, which brought a vicious smallpox epidemic in the winter and spring of 1862–1863 that killed an average of 7 POWs per day for nearly two months. The total number of deaths at Alton is not known for certain, but it was likely at least 2,000. Several women were also held at the prison.

Escapes and attempted escapes were commonplace, and in July 1862, 36 prisoners tunneled their way through an eight-foot-thick masonry wall and successfully escaped. Only 8 of the 36 were apprehended. Alton processed a total of 11,764 prisoners and remained in use until the end of the war. Closed on July 7, 1865, over the next 10 to 15 years Alton was systematically demolished.
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Ambrotype

Early type of photographic image of the mid-1850s. Frederick Scott Archer invented the wet-plate collodion process, which produced photographic images on a glass plate in 1848, but James Ambrose Cutting of Boston patented it in 1854, hence the name “ambrotype.”

Prior to the 1850s, photographers had employed two processes. The daguerreotype process was slow and expensive and used deadly mercury fumes. The calotype was cheaper and safer than the daguerreotype but required long exposure times and produced poor images.

Archer, who had gone to London to become a silversmith, became a sculptor instead. He used calotype photography to capture images of his subjects but was dissatisfied with the resulting prints. He decided to use collodion, an emulsion made by dissolving cellulose nitrate (guncotton) in a mixture of ether and alcohol and added potassium iodide and cadmium bromide to increase sensitivity to light. After coating a glass plate with this mixture in a darkened room, he immersed the coated plate in light-sensitive silver nitrate. He then put the plate in a holder that was then placed in a camera, where it was exposed to light. Finally, he developed and fixed the image before the coating dried, thus the name “wet-plate” process.

An ambrotypist painted the back of the plate black or placed a black background behind it. The black background caused the milky collodion highlights, the areas that would appear black in a modern negative, to appear light and caused the unexposed dark areas to appear as shadows. Because of their fragility, ambrotypes were placed in folding cases.

[image: image]

Civil War ambrotype of an unidentified soldier of the 26th New York Infantry Regiment with revolver, posed before a painted backdrop showing camp scene. (Library of Congress)

Some ambrotypists made ambrotypes with colored glass, often red-tinted. These types did not require a black background or paint, as the red tint made the glass naturally darker. The ruby ambrotypes yielded a warmer, more natural appearance and also hinted at flesh tones, which makes them popular among modern collectors.

Although ambrotypes were duller and had less contrast than daguerreotypes and did not have the latter’s mirrorlike surface, they were cheaper and easier to produce. As a result, by the late 1850s they had largely replaced daguerreotypes in popularity. Tintypes, in turn, superseded ambrotypes in the United States by 1865, although the latter remained popular in the rest of the world.
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Ambulance Corps

Official organization of men and equipment used to evacuate wounded soldiers from the field of battle. Prior to the establishment of a formal Ambulance Corps in 1862, medical evacuation in the Union Army proceeded haphazardly at best. Insufficient vehicles, unreliable drivers and staff, and the lack of a unified command structure left thousands of wounded soldiers lying helplessly on the field sometimes for days after battles had ended. U.S. army surgeon Major Jonathan Letterman endeavored to address this inadequacy.

Letterman became medical director of the Army of the Potomac near the end of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), and his most important innovation was the creation of an effective evacuation system. On August 2, 1862, Letterman persuaded Major General George McClellan to sign Special Order No. 147, which formally instituted the Ambulance Corps. This placed ambulances under the control of the Medical Corps instead of the Quartermaster Corps. The order forbade the use of ambulances for anything except carrying the wounded, created a command structure of officers and men dedicated to retrieving the wounded from the field of battle, and, importantly, enjoined other soldiers from escorting maimed comrades to hospitals (this being a common means of avoiding combat). The orders provided for three ambulances per infantry regiment, each equipped with two stretchers.

The Ambulance Corps quickly proved its worth. By the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), the Ambulance Corps was successfully evacuating all wounded to hospitals within 24 hours, garnering praise from line and medical officers alike. Through the remainder of the war, the Ambulance Corps provided timely and effective evacuation for Union wounded although initially only in the Army of the Potomac. Other commanders quickly recognized the value of the Ambulance Corps, however. Major General Ulysses S. Grant mandated it for his Army of the Tennessee in March 1863, and by March 1864 pressure from line officers, uniformed and civilian physicians, and the public compelled Congress to pass the Ambulance Corps Act, which standardized the Ambulance Corps among all units in the Armies of the United States.

Letterman’s creation and the subsequent army-wide implementation of the Ambulance Corps are among the most important military-medical advances of the Civil War. The fundamental structure of the Ambulance Corps remained largely unchanged in both American and European forces through World War I.
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Amelia Court House and Jetersville, Virginia, Engagement at

Start Date: April 4, 1865

End Date: April 5, 1865

Important position during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). After being driven from the defenses of Richmond and Petersburg on April 2, Confederate general Robert E. Lee chose Amelia Court House (Amelia County, Virginia) as the rendezvous point for his badly divided forces. From there he hoped to move directly south into North Carolina and join forces with General Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee. Extricating the Army of Northern Virginia was an achievement in and of itself, as Confederate forces were in contact with Union troops all along the lines. An army that had been stationary for months suddenly had to move rapidly.

The reunited Army of Northern Virginia arrived at Amelia Court House on April 4. Here the soldiers expected to find supplies of foodstuffs. Instead, when they opened the railroad cars they found ammunition. Critically short on foodstuffs, Lee appealed to the citizens of the county to support the army, which spent the morning of April 5 scouring the countryside for food.

Scavenging produced some food, but the delay also allowed Union forces under the overall direction of Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant to converge on the area.

Union cavalry under Major General Phillip H. Sheridan reached Jetersville on the afternoon of April 4, followed by the fast-marching infantrymen of II and V Corps, Army of the Potomac, who fortified the area around Jetersville, directly south of Amelia Court House, blocking Lee’s path to Burkeville and desperately needed supplies. Much to Sheridan’s dismay, however, Major General George G. Meade refused to allow him to attack Lee’s position at Amelia Court House until supporting infantry arrived. Lee now chose to move west around the Union forces at Jetersville toward Farmville and eventually Appomattox Court House, where he was forced to surrender.
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American Anti-Slavery Society

The most prominent abolitionist organization in the United States in the three decades leading up to the Civil War. The American Anti-Slavery Society (AAS) was founded in 1833 by Arthur and Lewis Tappan and William Lloyd Garrison and had 62 charter members. The AAS Constitution stated that slavery was contrary to the Christian religion, the republican form of government, and the principles of the 1776 Declaration of Independence and also called for the immediate emancipation of all slaves, without compensation to the slaveholders.

The AAS sought to awaken the nation to the evils of slavery through nontraditional, nonpolitical activity. The organization published a weekly paper, the National Anti-Slavery Standard, and hired agents (including females and African Americans, which was highly controversial at the time) to go on speaking tours. These agents included Theodore Dwight Weld, Frederick Douglass, Lydia Maria Child, and Maria Weston Chapman. The AAS published thousands of pamphlets, sponsored hundreds of meetings, and sent petitions to the U.S. Congress. In the 1830s and 1840s, these activities often met hostility and mob violence.

AAS meetings were often heated and acrimonious. In 1840 these fights resulted in an organizational schism. Upset with Garrison’s radical Christianity, willingness to accept women members, and belief that the AAS should remain nonpolitical, a group led by Lewis Tappan, Henry Stanton, and James Birney split off and formed their own organization. They later helped found the Liberty Party.

The AAS then moved its headquarters from New York to Boston. Garrison remained the president until 1865. In the 1840s, he grew the AAS membership to 2,000 local chapters with nearly 200,000 total members. In 1860 many of the AAS members, including Garrison, decided to support Abraham Lincoln and the Republican Party. And in 1865 with the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery, Garrison resigned as president. Wendell Phillips was president until the passage of the Fifteenth Amendment, which granted blacks voting rights. The AAS was finally disbanded in 1870.
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American Colonization Society

Organization dedicated to the foundation of an autonomous colony in Africa for African Americans from the United States. The American Colonization Society (ACS) had its origins in an 1816 speech by Presbyterian minister Robert Finley at the first meeting of the African Society. In the speech, Finley suggested that a colony be established in Africa to send free blacks there from the United States. Toward this end, in 1820 the ACS founded the colony of Liberia in West Africa. The ACS controlled the development of Liberia closely until the latter declared its independence in 1847.

In 1819, the ACS received a $100,000 appropriation from the U.S. Congress, and in 1820, 22 immigrants and 3 white ACS agents went to West Africa to establish a colony. Located just southeast of the British colony of Sierra Leone, it was named Liberia, meaning “land of the free.” The initial settlement attempt was a disaster, as the entire group died of yellow fever. The following year the Nautilus brought in two more groups of immigrants who were successful in establishing a settlement on the island of Perseverance, in the mouth of the Mesurado Bay, in present-day Liberia.

The early Liberian colonists often clashed with the native African populations, even well after Liberia’s independence. Early on, the colony of Liberia was mostly administered by white agents of the ACS. In 1842 Joseph Jenkins Roberts became the first nonwhite governor of Liberia. He became president when, in 1847, Liberia declared its independence under the fear of British annexation.

Although the ACS was able to establish a colony in Africa for former slaves and their descendants, it was not on the scale that the ACS had hoped to achieve. By 1867 the ACS had sent slightly more than 13,000 immigrants to Liberia. While they were successful at establishing the colony, the cultural misconceptions of the ACS members are evident in that they had expected the immigrants to be welcomed in Africa. Instead, the immigrants were always viewed as outsiders by the native African population, and this shaped much of their country’s history well after the colonial period ended.

The ACS was supported by many different groups and for widely divergent reasons. Some ministers, abolitionists, and philanthropists supported the effort on what they saw as moral grounds. They wanted to allow freed African slaves and their descendants the opportunity to return to Africa. The organization was also supported by Southern slave owners who were fearful of free blacks leading slave revolts. Some Northerners also supported the ACS because they were concerned that an influx of black workers would drive down wages and hurt the economic opportunities of white workers. President James Monroe was an early supporter of the ACS, and it is for him that Monrovia, the capital of Liberia, is named.

Even after Liberia’s independence in 1847, the ACS continued its mission to colonize in Africa with free blacks from the United States. After the Civil War, when many African Americans wanted to go to Africa, funding for colonization had faded. During its later years, the ACS was still involved with Liberia but focused more on educational and missionary efforts to expand Liberia’s population. The ACS survived until 1964, when it was officially dissolved.
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American Flag Dispatch

Event Date: January 29, 1861

Incident involving Secretary of the Treasury John A. Dix and U.S. Revenue Cutter Service captain John G. Breshwood. In mid-January 1861, the Secessions Crisis deepened; four states had already seceded and seized considerable federal property and assets. To prevent more losses to seceding states, Dix dispatched treasury official W. Hemphill Jones to New Orleans with instructions to ensure that U.S. revenue cutters in port at New Orleans, Galveston, and Mobile did not fall into the hands of state officers.

Louisiana seceded from the Union on January 26. Shortly thereafter Captain Breshwood, a Southern sympathizer, refused to turn over his revenue cutter, USS McClelland, to U.S. authorities. On January 29 Jones cabled Dix to apprise him of the situation. Dix wasted no time sending a most pointed reply, which arrived in New Orleans later that same day.

Dix instructed Jones to have Breshwood arrested and to arrange for a naval lieutenant to take command of the cutter. Dix further instructed that if Breshwood in any way opposed the move, he should be treated as a mutineer. Dix concluded that “If anyone attempts to haul down the American flag, shoot him on the spot.”

Dix’s blunt directive was widely covered in Northern newspapers, which helped rally public sentiment behind war. On the other hand, the bellicose message did not help ongoing efforts to reach a last-minute compromise that might have averted the war. Breshwood ultimately did not surrender the vessel, which was seized by Louisiana and renamed the Pickens. Breshwood continued to command the vessel as a Confederate naval officer and operated in the lower Mississippi River into the autumn of 1862. The fate of the Pickens remains clouded, but it was likely sunk by Union gunboats or scuttled.
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American Tract Society

Protestant nonsectarian evangelical organization founded in New York in 1825 by representatives of the Baptist, Congregational, Dutch Reformed, Episcopal, Methodist, and Presbyterian Churches. In the West, where there were few churches, the American Tract Society (ATS) spread the Christian message to many people, and in the East the ATS evangelized Roman Catholics, unchurched manual laborers, and newly arrived immigrants. The ATS also combated a number of societal evils, including gambling, prostitution, and intemperance. Everything published by the ATS had to receive the approval of all member denominations.

In the years prior to the Civil War, the standing policy of the ATS was to avoid the slavery issue. Given its evangelistic mission, of paramount importance was the saving of African American souls for eternity, not the freedom of African Americans on earth. In the 1850s, however, abolitionists within and outside of the ATS pressured the society to address the evils of slavery. While the ATS resisted, it saw a number of members resign and contributions drop. Meanwhile, rival organizations with an abolitionist slant were established. The ATS stood firm because of its belief in both national and spiritual unity. Indeed, leaders believed that to embrace this divisive issue would drive the Southern constituency out.

When hostilities began in April 1861, the ATS could now endorse both the Union cause and the eradication of slavery. The ATS published numerous antislavery works during the conflict, established a ministry among the Union military, and promoted evangelism and benevolence toward black people. ATS representatives were found in many army camps, with troops on the march, and in warships. Literature designed to meet the spiritual needs of soldiers and sailors demoralized by military life, especially those in the hospitals, was widely distributed.

Educational endeavors on behalf of African Americans began in Washington, D.C., and nearby Maryland in early 1862, and these efforts merged with the Freedmen’s Bureau following the war’s conclusion. The ATS provided much of the printed material used in freedmen’s schools. The ATS continues to exist today; in 1978 it moved its headquarters from New York City to Garland, Texas.
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Ames, Adelbert

Birth Date: October 31, 1835

Death Date: April 12, 1933

Union officer. Adelbert Ames was born in Rockland, Maine, on October 31, 1835, and became a merchant seaman on his father’s ship before being accepted to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. Graduating in 1861, Ames was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 2nd U.S. Artillery. On May 14, 1861, he was transferred to the 5th U.S. Artillery and promoted to first lieutenant.

Ames showed conspicuous gallantry at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), during which he was badly wounded. As a result of his service, he was brevetted major and later awarded the Medal of Honor. Ames next served in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), being brevetted lieutenant colonel on July 1, 1862.

On August 20, 1862, Ames became colonel of the 20th Maine Infantry Regiment, which he led at the Battles of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). He then became aide-de-camp to Major General George G. Meade.

On May 20, 1863, Ames was promoted to brigadier general and given a brigade in XI Corps, Army of the Potomac. He then led a division at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) but soon was transferred to South Carolina, where he participated in actions against Charleston. In 1864 he commanded a division in X Corps of Major General Benjamin Butler’s Army of the James in the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864) and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). From December 24, 1864, to January 15, 1865, Ames participated in the Fort Fisher Campaign (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865), and his division played a conspicuous role in the capture of that bastion. Brevetted through major general in both regular and volunteer organizations, he mustered out of the volunteers in 1866 and resumed his regular service as lieutenant colonel of the 24th Infantry. He resigned his regular commission in 1870.

Following the war, Ames served as provisional governor of Mississippi (1868–1870) and then U.S. senator from Mississippi (1870–1874). From 1874 to 1876 he again served as governor. He was reinstated as an army brigadier general in 1898 during the Spanish-American War and saw service in Cuba. Ames died at Ormond Beach, Florida, on April 12, 1933.
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Ammen, Daniel

Birth Date: May 16, 1819

Death Date: July 11, 1898

Union naval officer. Daniel Ammen was born on May 16, 1819, in Brown County, Ohio, and joined the U.S. Navy on July 7, 1836, as a midshipman. He rose steadily through the ranks, and on November 4, 1844, he was promoted to lieutenant. Assigned to the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Ammen played a major role in the Battle of Port Royal Sound/Hilton Head Island (November 5–7, 1861), during which he commanded the gunboat Seneca. After Union forces landed, Ammen was the first to raise the American flag over Fort Beauregard. On July 16, 1862, he was promoted to commander.

Attached to Rear Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont’s command, Ammen participated in numerous actions along the Florida and Georgia coasts as well as on the St. Johns River in northern Florida. As captain of the monitor Patapsco, Ammen saw action during the attacks on Fort McAllister, Georgia, in early 1863 and the unsuccessful naval assault on Fort Sumter, South Carolina, on April 7, 1863. He subsequently received command of the steam sloop Mohican and took part in the Fort Fisher Campaign (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865).

After the war, Ammen earned international recognition as an inventor of new ordnance, among other items, and as a writer. He published several well-received books, the most noteworthy of which was The Atlantic Coast (1885), part of the larger Navy in the Civil War series. Advanced to rear admiral on December 11, 1877, Ammen retired the following year. He died on July 11, 1898, in Washington, D.C.
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Ammen, Jacob

Birth Date: January 7, 1806

Death Date: February 6, 1894

Union officer. Jacob Ammen was born on January 7, 1806, in Fincastle, Virginia. As a boy, he moved to Levanna, Ohio. In 1831 he graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and was commissioned second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Artillery. On October 1, 1831, Ammen was appointed assistant professor of mathematics at West Point, and he taught infantry tactics in 1832. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1836, he resigned his commission on November 30, 1837.

Ammen accepted a professorship at Bacon College (Kentucky) and during a 17-year span taught at various institutions across the country. In 1855 he moved to Ripley, Ohio, opening a civil engineering business and becoming superintendent of the Ripley schools.

Following the firing on Fort Sumter, Ammen organized a militia company that became part of the 12th Ohio Infantry. He was elected its lieutenant colonel on May 2 but declined to become colonel of the 24th Ohio Infantry. Ammen led his regiment in the Battles of Cheat Mountain (September 11–15, 1861) and Greenbrier River (October 3, 1861). Ordered to report to Kentucky, he received command of the 10th Brigade of the Army of the Ohio and led it in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and during the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30). On July 16, 1862, he was promoted to brigadier general, and that August he received command of a division. Illness caused him to relinquish his command, however, and he spent the rest of 1862 and most of 1863 performing administrative duties, including commands at Camps Dennison, Nelson, and Douglas. From April 1864 to January 1865, Ammen commanded the 4th Division of XXIII Corps in eastern Tennessee. He resigned from the army on January 14, 1865.

Following the war, Ammen served as surveyor and engineer for Hamilton County, Ohio; was named to the commission to investigate possible canal routes in Panama; and served on the Board of Visitors of West Point. Ammen died on February 6, 1894, in Cincinnati.
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Amnesty Proclamations, CSA

Blanket conditional pardons or amnesty arrangements for desertion or draft evasion. Confederate amnesty proclamations during the Civil War were issued by President Jefferson Davis as well as by individual military commanders. These proclamations were designed principally to bring back to the army deserters and draft evaders. These amnesty proclamations were especially critical to the Confederacy, which faced a chronic manpower shortage. This situation began to manifest itself within the first year of war.

Davis issued only one general amnesty proclamation, on August 1, 1863. This provided for pardon and amnesty for all deserters—except those twice convicted of the offense—who returned or reported to their respective military units within 20 days. No punishment would be incurred by those who accepted these conditions. Instead of encouraging acceptance, however, the measure’s leniency seemed only to keep deserters or evaders at home or encourage them to join partisan irregular forces instead of Confederate Army units. So poor was the response that Davis issued no further amnesty proclamations during the war.

Various amnesty proclamations were, however, frequently issued by Confederate military commanders and even by the Confederate War Department. These tended to have better responses than the national proclamation issued by President Davis. Facing growing manpower shortages, the War Department issued Special Order No. 107 on May 9, 1862, which permitted all deserters and stragglers to return to their units. Although the offenders were not given pardons, neither were they threatened with any disciplinary consequences. This resulted in some responses but certainly fewer than Confederate officials had hoped.

The War Department also authorized individual commanders to issue their own amnesties within their commands or jurisdictions. These tended to show the great reluctance on the part of Confederate officials to condition such proclamations with threats of severe disciplinary action out of fear of promoting even more desertions. Certainly the death penalty was almost never threatened or carried out, because the Confederacy could ill afford to lose soldiers. Some of these in-field amnesties were quite generous, including offers of allowing respondents to serve near their homes or the granting of furloughs. In November 1862, General Braxton Bragg issued a fairly successful amnesty program. Lieutenant General Theophilus H. Holmes, commanding the Trans-Mississippi Department, proclaimed an amnesty offer in January 1863 that was also quite successful. By 1864, however, Confederate amnesty offers became considerably less generous and did not offer to exempt deserters and evaders from disciplinary action. But the dearth of executions for desertion seemed only to encourage noncompliance.

In February 1865 General Robert E. Lee, now general in chief, attempted to appeal to deserters’ and draft evaders’ sense of patriotism in order to bring them back into the fold. At the same time, he offered a general amnesty to all individuals except those twice charged with desertion and those who had defected to enemy ranks. Lee’s last-ditch appeal, which came as the Confederate Army was quickly unraveling, had little impact on Confederate deserters.
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Amnesty Proclamations, U.S.

Blanket conditional pardons or amnesty arrangements for desertion or draft evasion. During the Civil War, amnesty proclamations were issued by the president as well as individual commanders in the field. These proclamations were designed to bring deserters and draft evaders back into the fold and to encourage loyalty to the Union in border states or Southern territory under federal occupation.

President Abraham Lincoln issued two general amnesties: the first one on March 10, 1863, and the second on March 11, 1865. The first proclamation gave all deserters a full pardon, with no punishment to ensue, if they returned to their military units by April 1, 1863. Should deserters not respond, their citizenship would be revoked, and they would be eligible for court-martial. Sentences meted out during these proceedings could include the death penalty. As many as 15,000 Union soldiers responded to the proclamation. In February 1864, Lincoln issued a general clemency that reduced deserters’ sentences from death to imprisonment for the duration of the conflict on the Dry Tortugas in Florida. The second general amnesty, which Lincoln proclaimed on March 11, 1865, offered the same basic terms as the one that preceded it but this time allowed deserters, defectors, and draft evaders 60 days to report for military duty.

Within their administrative jurisdictions, individual commanding officers also issued amnesty programs for many of the same reasons as the president’s amnesties. A number of these proclamations yielded positive results, especially in border states and occupied areas of the Confederacy. Although Union officials almost always conditioned their amnesty proclamations with stiff penalties should they be rejected, the harshest of penalties—death by firing squad—was very rarely carried out.

Lincoln also issued a number of limited amnesty offers designed to encourage loyalty in occupied areas and in the border states. The 1862 Confiscation Act, for example, gave the president carte blanche to pardon any enemy or enemy combatant. Lincoln’s December 8, 1863, amnesty proclamation gave limited pardons to all persons who swore an oath of allegiance to the United States except for individuals who had mistreated prisoners or held public office in the Confederacy. President Lincoln issued another amnesty, aimed at former Confederate civilians, on May 26, 1864.

On May 29, 1865, President Andrew Johnson issued a wider amnesty deal, which included all Union soldiers below the rank of colonel, all Union sailors below the rank of lieutenant, and individuals whose total taxable holdings were under $20,000. Former Confederates who met the above conditions were eligible to apply for individual pardons. Johnson issued a blanket pardon for all war participants—excluding high-ranking military and civilian officials—on December 28, 1868. The response to Johnson’s liberal amnesty resulted in a flood of pardons, so much so that Congress limited the president’s power to issue pardons in the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution, which was ratified in 1870.
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Anaconda Plan

Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott’s plan to defeat the Confederacy. Drafted in the several weeks after the fall of Fort Sumter on April 14, 1861, the strategy was derisively known as the Anaconda Plan or Scott’s Anaconda for the South American constrictor that suffocates its victims. The plan called for a naval blockade of the southern Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coastlines while a strong army of some 60,000 men supported by steam gunboats won control of the western rivers, principally the Mississippi, to bisect the South. Scott believed that with the South then sealed off, Southern Union sympathizers could be expected to rise up and throw out the secessionists. Such a plan would take time and resources to implement. Northern public opinion and politicians clamored instead for a quick, devastating blow against the Confederacy. Accordingly, President Abraham Lincoln’s administration initially shelved the plan in favor of a decisive battle strategy.

Although Lincoln had adopted the coastal blockade at the beginning of the war, it was only after the Union defeat on land in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) that he incorporated seizure of the western rivers into his strategy. This focused Union military efforts on the Mississippi River. In the summer of 1863, Union forces secured control of that strategic waterway. This, the coastal blockade, and aggressive operations by the Union field armies eventually proved fatal to the Confederacy.

RICHARD W. PEUSER
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Cartoon depicting Union general-in-chief Lieutenant General Winfield Scott’s plan to blockade the Confederacy and then bisect it by its great rivers. Derided by many in the North who wanted a more immediate offensive strategy, this plan that was named for the large South American snake that constricts its victims to death, formed the basis of the Union victory. (Library of Congress)
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Anderson, George Burgwyn

Birth Date: April 12, 1831

Death Date: October 16, 1862

Confederate officer. George Burgwyn Anderson was born on April 12, 1831, in Hillsborough, North Carolina. After graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852, he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the dragoons and saw service chiefly in the West, receiving promotion to first lieutenant in 1855. On April 25, 1861, he resigned his commission; several weeks later he was granted a colonel’s commission in the Confederate Army. Given command of the 4th North Carolina Infantry Regiment, he was assigned garrison duty at Manassas, Virginia, where he remained until mid-March 1862.

Dispatched to eastern Virginia during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Anderson led his regiment on a brilliant charge against the Union lines during the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862). President Jefferson Davis, who happened to be on hand to observe the battle, was reportedly so taken with Anderson’s tenacity that Davis advanced him to brigadier general on the spot. The promotion was effective on June 9. Meanwhile, Anderson performed well at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). He was later on hand for the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), during which he was badly wounded during the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862), where he had spearheaded another effective assault.

Out of commission until the late summer of 1862, Anderson saw action at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) before fighting in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). There his brigade was located in an exposed and unreinforced position along the so-called Bloody Lane. After repelling one Union thrust, Anderson was in the process of repulsing another when he was wounded in the foot. The wound did not appear to be too serious, but infection set in, forcing his evacuation first to Virginia and then Raleigh, North Carolina. There he endured amputation, which came too late. Anderson died on October 16, 1862, in Raleigh.
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Anderson, George Thomas

Birth Date: February 3, 1824

Death Date: April 4, 1901

Confederate officer. George Thomas Anderson was born on February 3, 1824, in Covington, Georgia, and attended Emory College before serving in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a second lieutenant of Georgia volunteers. In 1855 he received a direct commission as captain in the new 1st Cavalry Regiment, but he resigned in 1858.

In 1861 Anderson was elected colonel of the 11th Georgia Infantry Regiment, which he ably led during the Seven Day’s Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Given a brigade command without commensurate rank in Major General James Longstreet’s division, Anderson performed effectively during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), in which he was wounded, and during the campaigning surrounding the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). On November 1, 1862, he was promoted to brigadier general and remained with Longstreet’s Corps, Army of Northern Virginia.

Anderson next saw action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), followed by fighting during the failed investment of the Union garrison in Suffolk, Virginia, during April and May of 1863. Anderson was badly injured during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Upon recovery he took a detached command in South Carolina, missing the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), but he returned to Longstreet’s Corps for the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). Anderson participated in the spring 1864 Overland Campaign in Virginia and in the defense of Petersburg before surrendering with his brigade at Appomattox in April 1865.

After the war, Anderson worked as a railroad agent and then went into law enforcement, serving as police chief in both Atlanta and Anniston, Alabama, where he died on April 4, 1901.
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Anderson, James Patton

Birth Date: February 16, 1822

Death Date: September 20, 1872

Confederate officer. Born in Winchester, Tennessee, on February 16, 1822, James Patton Anderson graduated from Jefferson College (Pennsylvania) in 1840. He studied at Montrose Law School in Frankfort, Kentucky, in 1844 and opened a practice in Mississippi three years later. There he became a militia colonel. Anderson was also a veteran of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

A Democrat, Anderson was elected to the Mississippi legislature in 1850. After receiving a U.S. marshal’s commission, he left for the Washington Territory in 1853, serving as a congressional delegate from 1855 to 1857. He then moved to Florida to manage a plantation. A delegate to the Florida Secession Convention in January 1861, Anderson became a member of the Provisional Confederate Congress on February 4 and served on the Military Affairs and Public Lands Committees.

On April 5, 1861, Anderson became colonel of the 1st Florida Infantry Regiment. He commanded a detachment in the Battle of Santa Rosa Island (Fort Pickens) on October 9, 1861. Commissioned a brigadier general on February 10, 1862, he saw action at Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and commanded a division at Perryville (October 8, 1862). At the Battles of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Anderson distinguished himself in combat, and he later participated in the battle for Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863). Advanced to major general on February 17, 1864, Anderson commanded the Confederate Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, where he reorganized Florida’s reserve forces. On August 31, 1864, after rejoining his division at Atlanta, he was severely wounded at the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1) in Georgia. After a long recovery, Anderson was back on duty in time for General Joseph E. Johnston’s surrender on April 26, 1865, at Durham Station, North Carolina.

After the war, Anderson moved to Memphis, Tennessee, where he sold life insurance, became a farm journal editor, and collected county taxes. He died on September 20, 1872, in Memphis.

JIM PIECUCH AND ANGELA D. TOOLEY

See also

Chattanooga Campaign; Chickamauga, Battle of; Fort Pickens, Florida; Jonesboro, Battle of; Perryville, Battle of; Shiloh, Battle of; Stones River, Battle of

Further Reading

Uhler, Margaret. “Major General James Patton Anderson: An Autobiography.” Florida Historical Quarterly 65(3) (July 1987): 335–356.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Anderson, Joseph Reid

Birth Date: February 16, 1813

Death Date: September 7, 1892

Engineer, industrialist, and Confederate officer. Joseph Reid Anderson was born near Fincastle, Virginia, on February 16, 1813, the grandson of a colonel who had served in the American Revolutionary War and the War of 1812 and the son of a self-instructed engineer and surveyor. Anderson enrolled at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and graduated fourth in the class of 1836. He was commissioned a second lieutenant in the artillery but resigned a year later to pursue an engineering career. Beginning in 1837, he worked in a variety of capacities, including as a state engineer in Virginia, where he worked under the noted French civil engineer Claudius Crozet. Anderson served as chief engineer for the (Shenandoah) Valley Turnpike Company and later joined the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond, Virginia, one of the nation’s leading metal fabrication factories and foundries. Before long, he was overseeing the entire operation and had built the company tremendously, both in profits and technological innovations. By the late 1850s, Tredegar was fabricating naval equipment, cannon, cables, and steam locomotives, among other things.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Anderson offered his services to lead troops in the field. He was commissioned a brigadier general on September 3, 1861, and served first on the North Carolina coast and then in Virginia, where he helped repel Union major general George B. McClellan’s 1862 advance toward Richmond. Anderson proved quite competent on the battlefield and saw action at the Battle of Mechanicsville (June 26, 1862) and the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862). He was wounded at the Battle of White Oak Swamp (June 30, 1862).

That same month, Anderson resigned his commission to concentrate on work at the Tredegar Iron Works, at the time the only Confederate foundry capable of casting the largest guns. Resuming supervision of all production at the ironworks, he worked closely with the Confederate Ordnance Department. Anderson’s company churned out a formidable array of military items, including cannon, munitions, artillery carriages, and iron plating for Confederate ironclads. Despite problems with transportation and finding skilled workers for the foundry, Tredegar remained the preeminent metal manufacturer in the entire South, without which the war might well have ended sooner.

Anderson stayed at Tredegar until the end of the war, leaving only during the evacuation of Richmond on April 2–3, 1865. Fearing that either fleeing Confederate troops or occupying Union troops would damage the facility, Anderson hired—allegedly at his own expense—50 armed guards to watch over the plant. As a result, the Tredegar Iron Works was one of the few buildings spared during the subsequent burning of Richmond. The federal government seized the facility but by 1867 had turned it back over to Anderson. The company stayed in the Anderson family for many years, and Anderson was a well-respected Virginia businessman until his death at Isles of Shoals, New Hampshire, on September 7, 1892. Because of his heroic efforts at the Tredegar Iron Works during the war, his funeral in Richmond was attended by some 30,000 people.
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Anderson, Richard Heron

Birth Date: October 7, 1821

Death Date: June 25, 1879

Confederate officer. Richard Heron Anderson was born on October 7, 1821, in Stateburg, South Carolina, the son of a prominent planter and physician. Anderson graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the Dragoons, he served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and on the western frontier, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1848 and to captain in 1855.

Following the secession of South Carolina and the formation of the Confederacy, Anderson resigned from the army on February 15, 1861. Appointed colonel of the 1st South Carolina Infantry, he participated in the attack on Fort Sumter and on May 27, 1861, replaced Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard as commander at Charleston. Anderson was advanced to brigadier general on July 18 and assigned to Pensacola, Florida, where he led an infantry assault on Fort Pickens on October 9.

On February 14, 1862, Anderson was ordered to Virginia, where he assumed command of a brigade in the division commanded by Major General James Longstreet. Anderson distinguished himself during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), particularly at Williamsburg (May 5) and Seven Pines (May 31–June 1) and in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1). His commanders recommended him for division command and promotion to major general, which he received on July 14, 1862.

Anderson then commanded a division in Longstreet’s I Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia. Anderson played an important role in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), when his attack sent the Union forces in retreat back to the Washington defenses, and in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), when his men held the sunken road (Bloody Lane) and where he was wounded in the thigh and temporarily forced to yield command. His division was present at but saw little action in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

During the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Anderson’s division played a significant role. With the reorganization of the army following the death of General Thomas J. (“Stonewall”) Jackson, Anderson’s division was assigned to Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s III Corps and fought in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On May 7, 1864, Anderson was named to replace the wounded Longstreet as commander of the army’s I Corps and was promoted to lieutenant general. Anderson held this position until Longstreet’s return on October 19, 1864, at which time Anderson was assigned to command the newly organized IV Corps. During the Army of Northern Virginia’s escape from Petersburg and movement west to Appomattox, Anderson’s corps was cut off at Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865), and many of its men were captured. Left without a command, Anderson was relieved and allowed to return to South Carolina.

After the war, Anderson was reduced to virtual penury. His efforts at growing cotton at Stateburg from 1866 to 1868 ended in bankruptcy. He then secured a post with the South Carolina Railroad but lost this position in 1878. He finally became a state phosphate agent in Beaufort, South Carolina, but had hardly begun his duties when he died there on June 25, 1879.
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Anderson, Robert

Birth Date: June 14, 1805

Death Date: October 26, 1871

Union officer. Robert Anderson was born near Louisville, Kentucky, on June 14, 1805. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1825, and was posted as a second lieutenant to the 3rd Artillery Regiment. He saw action during the 1832 Black Hawk War and the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) in Florida, for which he was brevetted for gallantry. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1833, his keen interest in artillery tactics helped secure him a teaching appointment to West Point, where he further refined his ideas on artillery deployment. Fluent in French, Anderson also translated papers on French artillery tactics, which in turn were used to develop the so-called Flying Artillery that would be employed with much success during the Mexican-American War. Indeed, Major Samuel Ringgold used many of Anderson’s ideas about artillery to establish the Flying Artillery.
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Major Robert Anderson commanded the Union garrison at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, at the start of the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

A captain since 1841, Anderson served with distinction in the Mexican-American War, and in March 1847 he oversaw the placement and operation of the siege mortars employed during the Battle and Siege of Veracruz. He saw action in several subsequent battles, including Molino del Rey (September 8, 1847), where he was wounded in the arm. He was subsequently brevetted to major.

Anderson remained in the army after the war and served in a variety of assignments, rising to major in 1857. In November 1860 he assumed command of the Union garrison at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. This was in anticipation of potential conflict with the Southern states. In early April 1861, the Confederates demanded the surrender of Fort Sumter; Anderson refused. On April 12, Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard ordered the fort shelled. After almost 34 hours of continual bombardment, Anderson capitulated. His brave stand made him an instant war hero in the North.

On May 15, 1861, to honor his bravery, President Abraham Lincoln personally secured Anderson’s promotion to brigadier general in the regular army. Lincoln assigned him command of the Department of Kentucky and, later, the Department of the Cumberland. By 1863 Anderson’s health was precarious, however, and he was compelled to resign his commission and retire from military service. Nevertheless, on April 14, 1865, having been brevetted major general, he returned to Fort Sumter on the fourth anniversary of its surrender and raised the U.S. flag over the post. Anderson died at Nice, France, on October 26, 1871.
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Anderson, Robert Houstoun

Birth Date: October 1, 1835

Death Date: February 8, 1888

Confederate officer. Robert Houstoun (Houston) Anderson was born on October 1, 1835, in Savannah, Georgia, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1857. Commissioned in the infantry, he served in New York State and the Washington Territory before resigning his commission and joining the Confederate Army as a first lieutenant. In September 1861 he was advanced to major and became assistant adjutant general to Major General W. H. T. Walker, commanding Georgia state troops along the coast. In June 1862 Anderson organized and took command of the 1st Georgia Sharpshooters Battalion. In January 1863 he became colonel of the 5th Georgia Cavalry and saw action at Fort McAllister outside Savannah on March 3, 1863.

For more than a year thereafter Anderson performed mundane duties in Georgia, Florida, and South Carolina before transferring with his regiment to the Army of the Tennessee in May 1864. On July 26, 1864, he was advanced to brigadier general, serving under Major General Joseph Wheeler. Anderson participated in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), during which he briefly led a division after the death of Brigadier General John H. Kelly. Reverting back to brigade command after the fall of Atlanta, Anderson participated in actions during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Anderson surrendered to Union forces in North Carolina on April 26, 1865. After returning to his native Savannah, he served as the city’s police chief during 1867–1888. He died in Savannah on February 8, 1888.
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Anderson, William

Birth Date: ca. 1839

Death Date: October 26, 1864

Confederate guerrilla William “Bloody Bill” Anderson was born in Randolph County, Missouri, around 1839 and moved to Kansas in 1857. In March 1862 while he was on a trip to Fort Leavenworth, pro-Northern neighbors (some sources claim Union soldiers) murdered his father. After returning home, Anderson took revenge by killing two Union soldiers. He then fled to Missouri to join William Quantrill’s partisan guerrillas.

In August 1863 Union soldiers arrested several relatives of Confederate guerrillas, including 3 of Anderson’s sisters, and imprisoned them in Kansas City. The makeshift prison collapsed, killing 1 sister and maiming another for life. In retaliation, Anderson and Quantrill’s band attacked Lawrence, Kansas, on August 21, 1863, killing as many 183 male civilians, ages 14 to 90, and burning much of the town to the ground. After this notorious raid, Quantrill retreated to Texas. Anderson later quarreled with Quantrill and formed his own guerrilla company, which included Jesse James (then 16 years old) and soon became the most-feared Confederate guerrilla band.

On September 27, 1864, Anderson looted Centralia, Missouri;, stopped a train; and robbed the civilian passengers. His guerrillas also killed 22 unarmed Union soldiers and stripped, scalped, or otherwise mutilated their bodies. Soon afterward, Anderson’s and other guerrilla bands trapped a detachment of the 39th Missouri Infantry Regiment and killed about 120 men, including those who tried to surrender. Some of the guerrillas decapitated and mutilated the bodies.

On October 26, 1864, just south of Richmond, Missouri, Union soldiers under Colonel Samuel P. Cox surprised Anderson’s band. In the ensuing skirmish, Union soldiers killed Anderson and took his body to Richmond for photographs. Afterward, they decapitated the body, placed the head on a telegraph pole at the town’s entrance, and dragged the headless torso through the streets. Anderson was buried in an unmarked grave outside of town.
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Andersonville Prison, Georgia

Infamous Confederate facility that housed Union prisoners of war in 1864 and 1865. Andersonville Prison was situated just outside the tiny hamlet of Andersonville, Georgia, in Sumter County in the southwestern part of the state. Many Confederates referred to it as Camp Sumter. The site was chosen primarily because it was isolated from population centers, was situated along the Southwestern Railroad line, and was surrounded by fertile lands that allegedly could help produce food for the prisoners. In reality, however, the rail line was of no use after Union major general William T. Sherman’s march through Georgia, which severed it. And the abundant agricultural lands nearby were planted mainly with cotton rather than food crops. As a result, the Confederate Army was hard-pressed to provide adequate supplies and nutrition to Andersonville’s inmates. Conditions at the camp deteriorated badly, and by war’s end thousands of prisoners there had died from disease, malnutrition, or abuse.

By late 1863, Confederate officials were growing increasingly concerned with the burgeoning prison population at Libby Prison in Richmond, Virginia, which was straining the city’s supplies. By early 1864, the decision had been made to erect a facility near Andersonville to accept Union prisoners being held in Richmond and elsewhere. By then, construction had already begun on a wooden stockade that was to enclose some 16.5 acres of land. Eventually the stockade would enclose 26 acres as the prison’s population swelled. In February 1864 about 500 prisoners arrived at Andersonville, and a Swiss-born immigrant, Major Heinrich (Henry) Wirz, became the camp’s first—and only—commandant. Between February and July 1864, Andersonville’s population exploded, reaching some 32,000 prisoners. The huge influx was due in part to the breakdown of the prisoner-exchange cartel in the spring of 1864.

The exponential increase in detainees being held at Andersonville made an already desperate situation even worse. Medicine, clothing, and food were all in very short supply. Overcrowding was perhaps the most serious affliction of the prison, with facilities designed to hold 8,000–9,000 men jammed with four or more times that number at any given time. The stockade was enlarged on several occasions, and many small wooden huts were constructed using prison labor, but there was never adequate shelter for all of the prisoners. Worse still, the once-clear stream that flowed through the stockade became quickly polluted by latrines that were located too close to it. Diseases such as cholera and dysentery became epidemic in the camp, and thousands of detainees died as a result.

Many prisoners complained bitterly about the hard discipline and lax administrative policies meted out by Wirz, whom many Northerners categorized as a “fiend.” After the war he was tried for “impairing the health and destroying the lives of prisoners” and was found guilty and hanged in November 1865. Many historians, however, claim that he was made a scapegoat and had not systematically abused internees. Indeed, the daily rations he set for his guards and other prison workers were the same as those for the prisoners. To be sure, while Wirz’s reputation may have been exaggerated, there is no doubt that he was a strict and uncompromising disciplinarian.

The worst violence at Andersonville was not instigated by the guards or the administration; rather, it came from the prisoners themselves. Prisoners who preyed on the weak and the sick, called “raiders,” oftentimes stole from and physically abused and intimidated other prisoners, many of them too ill to fend for themselves. The raiders set up an elaborate bartering system whereby they sold or bartered away their fellow inmates’ food. A group of detainees who vowed to protect fellow inmates from the depredations of the raiders soon formed. They were known as the “regulators.” When the regulators held six raiders hostage, the prison’s administration allowed them to be tried for their crimes. They were found guilty and hanged in the stockade before the prison population. After that, new distribution methods made it much more difficult to steal or barter food within the prison. The regulators also caught other raiders, many of whom were disciplined by forcing them to run the gauntlet, placing them in a stock, or compelling them to move about with a heavy iron ball chained to an ankle.
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Photograph of rations being issued to Union prisoners at Andersonville Prison, Georgia, August 17, 1864. One of the most notorious prisoner of war camps during the war, Andersonville is today a National Historic Site, honoring American prisoners of war of all the nation’s conflicts. (National Archives and Records Administration)

Andersonville Prison was closed soon after the cessation of hostilities in April 1865, and the last prisoners left its confines in May 1865. A cemetery next to the prison site, containing 12,912 marked graves and almost 1,000 more unmarked graves, serves as a grim testimonial to the hellish conditions inside the Confederacy’s largest prison camp. In all, the prison processed about 45,000 prisoners during its short existence. The site of the camp is now a National Historic Site honoring American prisoners of war in all of the nation’s armed conflicts.
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Andrew, John Albion

Birth Date: May 31, 1818

Death Date: October 30, 1867

Governor of Massachusetts. John Albion Andrew was born on May 31, 1818, in Windham, Maine (then part of Massachusetts). An early adherent of abolitionism, he graduated from Bowdoin College in 1837 and went to Boston to read for the law. Admitted to the bar, he commenced a law practice in the city. Andrew joined the Whig Party and became active in antislavery activities; in 1848 he was one of the founders of the Free Soil Party. In the mid-1850s after the founding of the Republican Party, he helped elect Republicans to state and national office.

Andrew served in the state legislature in 1857–1858 and then became a leader in Massachusetts’s Republican Party. In 1859 Andrew angered many when he helped organize a defense fund for the radical abolitionist John Brown, who was indicted for his raid on Harpers Ferry, Virginia, earlier that year. After Brown was convicted, Andrew helped raise money to support Brown’s family. Andrew was briefly investigated by a U.S. Senate committee charged with investigating Brown’s raid, and the ensuing publicity helped solidify Andrew’s political career. A strong supporter of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, Andrew was a delegate to that year’s Republican National Convention.

Andrew was elected governor in the autumn of 1860 and took office in January 1861. He was a staunch supporter of the Union war effort and was the first governor to respond to President Lincoln’s call for troops in 1861. Andrew often believed, however, that the Lincoln administration was not prosecuting the war vigorously enough, a view that Andrew was not reluctant to share with Washington. In 1862 he participated in the Governors’ Conference in Altoona, Pennsylvania, where emancipation and war aims were actively debated. He later urged Lincoln to invoke emancipation as soon as it was practical.

Andrew maintained a strong state militia, fortified numerous coastal defenses, and harbored fears that Confederate operatives in Canada were plotting a seaborne assault against his state. He tried in vain to receive more resources from the War Department to stave off such an event. Andrew also personally helped raise several all-black regiments, including the vaunted 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment. After Lincoln’s assassination in 1865, Andrew remained loyal to the White House and supported a policy of reconciliation toward the South.

Andrew left office in January 1866 and resumed his law practice. He died on October 30, 1867, in Boston.
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Andrews, George Leonard

Birth Date: August 31, 1828

Death Date: April 4, 1899

Union officer. George Leonard Andrews was born on August 31, 1828, in Bridgewater, Massachusetts. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1851. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers, he resigned in 1855 to become a civil engineer. When the Civil War began, Andrews helped raise the 2nd Massachusetts Infantry Regiment and was appointed its lieutenant colonel.

During much of 1861, the 2nd Regiment was posted to western Virginia and saw only minor skirmishing. The following spring during Major General Thomas J. Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), Andrews took command of the 2nd Massachusetts and was heavily engaged in the First Battle of Winchester (May 25). On June 13 he was formally advanced to colonel. Andrews next saw action at Cedar Mountain (August 9) before being engaged in the Battle of Antietam (September 17), during which his regiment sustained heavy casualties.

In October 1862 Andrews was given a brigade command but without commensurate rank in the 1st Division, XII Corps. Later that month he was attached to Major General Nathaniel P. Banks’s command as it prepared for operations in Louisiana. Andrews received a promotion to brigadier general, U.S. Volunteers, on November 9, 1862.

On February 11, 1863, Andrews arrived at New Orleans in command of the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, XIX Corps. By early March, however, Banks had handpicked him to serve as his chief of staff. Andrews played a pivotal role in planning and executing the Siege of Port Hudson (March 14–July 8, 1863), a complicated operation that was costly to both the Confederates and the Federals.

Immediately after the Confederate surrender of Port Hudson, Andrews was assigned command of the District of Baton Rouge and Port Hudson and began raising and training African American troops for the Union Army of the Gulf. On February 27, 1865, he was named provost marshal for the Department of the Gulf. Andrews then served as an aide to Major General Edward Canby during the Siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865). Brevetted to major general in March 1865, Andrews mustered out on August 24, 1865.

In the postbellum era, Andrews engaged in agriculture for two years in Mississippi before moving back to Massachusetts, where he served as a U.S. marshal from 1867 to 1871. He taught at West Point from 1871 to 1892. Andrews died on April 4, 1899, in Brookline, Massachusetts.
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Andrews, James

Birth Date: 1829

Death Date: June 7, 1862

Union spy and saboteur. James Andrews was born in 1829 in what is now Weirton, West Virginia. The details of much of Andrews’s life remain obscure, but just prior to the Civil War he was working as a part-time singing instructor and house painter in Flemingsburg, Kentucky. He began his espionage career as a freelance smuggler and purveyor of contraband, from which he profited handsomely. He never wore a uniform or enlisted in the Union Army, but he soon became an agent for the federal military. Before and during the Battles of Fort Henry (February 6, 1862) and Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) in Tennessee, Brigadier General Don Carlos Buell employed Andrews’s services to scout Confederate defenses disguised as a civilian merchant. In March 1862 just prior to the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Buell charged Andrews with assembling a team of eight men in order to hijack a Confederate train in Atlanta, run it into Tennessee, and sever Confederate communications in western Tennessee by burning the rail bridge over the Tennessee River at Bridgeport. The plan was scuttled, however, when the designated rail engineer failed to show up on time.


Soon thereafter, Brigadier General Ormsby M. Mitchel hatched a similar scheme and asked Andrews to carry it out. This time Andrews was to recruit 24 Union volunteers—who would be dressed in civilian garb—and engage in the widespread destruction of Confederate rail lines, depots, telegraph lines, and bridges linking Atlanta with Chattanooga. On April 12 the operation began as the team split into smaller groups and traveled to Marietta, Georgia, not far from Atlanta. The caper became known as the Great Locomotive Chase, which ended in abject failure because of inclement weather, the unexpected presence of Confederate troops, and the dogged pursuit of the conductor of the train stolen by Andrews’s men, who chased the saboteurs almost 90 miles by handcar, other locomotives, and on foot. Apprehended in southern Tennessee, Andrews was given a summary court-martial in Chattanooga and hanged on June 7, 1862, in Atlanta.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Andrews’ Raid; Buell, Don Carlos; Mitchel, Ormsby MacKnight

Further Reading

O’Neill, Charles. Wild Train: The Story of the Andrews Raiders. New York: Random House, 1959.

Pittenger, William. Daring and Suffering: A History of the Andrews Railroad Raid. Nashville: Cumberland House, 1999.

_______________________

Andrews’ Raid

Event Date: April 12, 1862

Failed attempt to sabotage railroads in Georgia. Brigadier General Ormsby M. Mitchel, commanding Union forces in middle Tennessee, wanted to capture the key Southern railhead of Chattanooga. To be able to accomplish this with the forces at hand, Mitchel would first have to cut off the city from reinforcement by rail from Atlanta. James J. Andrews, a civilian scout and Union spy, proposed a daring plan aimed at destroying the Western & Atlantic Railroad link to Chattanooga. He recruited another civilian, William H. Campbell, and 22 Union soldiers in Mitchel’s command, who volunteered for an unspecified but dangerous assignment. All were to rendezvous at Marietta, Georgia, by midnight on April 10. To avoid suspicion, they traveled there in pairs dressed in civilian clothes. If stopped, they were to say they were Kentuckians seeking to join a Confederate artillery unit.

Bad weather delayed their arrival and caused the raid to be put off by one day. All but three of the men arrived in Marietta by April 11. One could not get there in time, and two were forced to join the Confederate Army. Two others overslept in Marietta and did not participate in the raid.

On the morning of April 12 at Big Shanty (now Kennesaw), Georgia, the remaining men seized the Confederate locomotive known as the General and several cars halted there for a breakfast stop. They intended to run the train northward to Chattanooga, destroying railroad bridges en route, and then join Mitchel’s forces advancing on the city.

William A. Fuller, the train’s conductor, and other Confederates pursued the General, first on foot, then in a handcar, and finally in a succession of other locomotives in what is often known as the Great Locomotive Chase. Because the raiders periodically stopped and cut the telegraph lines, Western & Atlantic Railroad train stations along the route were not aware that the General had been hijacked and was on a sabotage mission. At the same time, however, the raiders failed in their attempts to burn bridges and dynamite Tunnel Hill. Finally, a few miles short of Chattanooga, the General ran out of steam, and the men took to the woods. Mitchel now halted his troops 30 miles short of Chattanooga.

All those who reached Marietta were subsequently captured, including the 2 who missed the rendezvous. The raiders were tried as spies and found guilty. Andrews was hanged at Atlanta on June 7, and 7 others were hanged there on June 18. The other 14 men made a remarkable escape. Six were recaptured, but 8 traveled hundreds of miles and reached safety. Those remaining were exchanged in March 1863. Nineteen soldier participants were subsequently awarded the Medal of Honor, which was established on July 12; as civilians, Andrews and Campbell were not eligible. Mitchel was promoted to major general of volunteers.
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Angel of Marye’s Heights

See Kirkland, Richard

_______________________

Annals of the War

Important series of post–Civil War newspaper articles published as a single handbook in 1879. Republican politician and newspaper editor Alexander K. McClure (1828–1909) founded the Philadelphia Times in 1875. In order to boost its circulation, McClure approached both Union and Confederate officers from the Civil War to write on various subjects concerning the conflict. He launched this series of articles, called the “Annals of the War,” in a new Weekly Times that appeared on March 3, 1877. This first issue included a front-page article by former secretary of the navy Gideon Welles titled “The First Ironclad,” his account of USS Monitor.

Other contributors to the series included former Union generals James H. Wilson, William B. Franklin, and Andrew A. Humphreys, together with other lesser-known officers. Other soldiers and civilians also contributed to the growing popularity of the annals. To maintain a balanced perspective, McClure also convinced southerners to write for the series. John E. Cooke, James Longstreet, Samuel Jones, and John D. Imboden were among the ex-Confederates who contributed.

Subjects included numerous articles that discussed the controversies of the First and Second Battles of Bull Run (July 21, 1861, and August 29–30, 1862), Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), among numerous engagements. Some writers delved into the extraordinary careers of scouts in both armies. Boston Corbett wrote about the death of John Wilkes Booth, President Abraham Lincoln’s assassin, and Mrs. E. M. McGhee wrote of her involvement in blockade-running. Mary W. Early covered the role of women in the Confederacy.

In 1879 McClure published The Annals of the War, a hardbound book that contained 55 articles from the series. Although the series attracted a wide reading audience, a planned second volume never appeared in print. The series “Annals of the War” finally ended in early 1888 after more than 800 articles had appeared. These articles ranged in size from a single column to the entire front page. McClure’s series proved to be a valuable contribution to the history of the war as seen by men and women who had experienced the conflict. The series has also been of much help to historians who have later written about the Civil War.
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Annapolis, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit. The Union Department of Annapolis encompassed Maryland counties within 20 miles on each side of the rail line linking Annapolis with Washington, D.C., as far as Bladensburg, Maryland. The department was headed successively by Major Generals Benjamin F. Butler, George Cadwalader, and Nathaniel P. Banks. Riots in Baltimore, fomented by pro-Southern secessionists, began on April 19, 1861, and resulted in 11 deaths and scores of injuries; for the better part of five days before order was finally restored, Baltimore was in chaos, with secessionists attacking and driving out of the city Union troops and pro-Northern residents alike.

After Virginia seceded on April 17, 1861, Union authorities realized that if Maryland fell to the Confederates, the nation’s capital would be surrounded by the enemy. Thus, securing Maryland and stiffening the defenses of Washington, D.C., became of paramount concern. Butler rushed troops south, bypassing Baltimore entirely and sending them by steamer across part of the Chesapeake Bay to reach Annapolis. Once there, his troops secured the strategic rail line linking Annapolis with Washington. Several thousand troops soon arrived in Washington via train. On April 27 Butler took command of the newly created Department of Annapolis, the principal task of which was to keep the railway open. On July 19, 1861, the department became the Department of Maryland but encompassed the same exact territory.
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Anthony, Susan Brownell

Birth Date: February 15, 1820

Death Date: March 13, 1906

Abolitionist, social reformer, and women’s rights advocate. Susan Brownell Anthony was born on February 15, 1820, in Adams, Massachusetts. When she was six years old, her family moved to New York State, where she received a public education. Her father, unsatisfied with the level of teaching in the local schools, in 1837 enrolled her in a female Quaker seminary in Philadelphia. The Panic of 1837, however, brought economic hardship to the family, and Anthony left the school in 1838. The next year she returned to New York to teach, in part to help her father pay off his many debts. She went on to hold a variety of teaching positions, including headmistress for women at a private academy. During her early teaching career, Anthony agitated for better pay for women teachers, who on average earned only one-fourth of the salaries paid to men for the same jobs.
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An abolitionist and social rights advocate, Susan B. Anthony is best known for her leadership in the fight for woman’s suffrage extending over more than half a century. (Library of Congress)

Anthony next engaged in the Temperance Movement. Because of her gender, she was frequently barred from speaking at temperance rallies. Anthony also became a friend and confidant of women’s rights advocate Elizabeth Cady Stanton and by 1852 had joined the women’s rights movement. From then on, Anthony dedicated herself to achieving universal women’s suffrage and was also actively involved in other women’s rights issues. By the late 1850s Anthony had also become an antislavery crusader, joining William Lloyd Garrison’s American Anti-Slavery Society.

At the beginning of the Civil War, many women’s rights activists shifted their attention to mobilization efforts, but Anthony initially refused to stop working for the cause. Part of her reluctance stemmed from the fact that she believed that women did not owe complete loyalty to the country because of their low standing in American society. As a Quaker, she also did not think that warfare was an appropriate solution for the nation’s ills.

As it became apparent that the war would last for some time, Anthony began speaking on behalf of emancipation. At a time when the abolitionists had canceled their annual meeting because the country’s focus was on the military aspects of the war, Anthony’s speeches raised public awareness of the need to deal conclusively with the slavery issue. Part of her motivation stemmed from the conviction that women’s rights and the emancipation of slaves were inextricably linked, because society oppressed both groups. Thus, she organized events at which both antislavery and women’s rights advocates spoke. When she learned of President Abraham Lincoln’s politically motivated reversal of Major General John C. Frémont’s emancipation of slaves in Missouri, she criticized the president, asserting that he was not doing enough to end slavery. Anthony advocated immediate and complete emancipation. Partly in response to her pressure, Lincoln retreated from his plan to gradually manumit slaves over the course of a generation while compensating their owners and instead issued the Emancipation Proclamation, to take effect on January 1, 1863. Although Anthony eventually praised Lincoln for taking the step, she remained critical because the action only freed slaves in those parts of the Confederacy not under Union control.

In 1862 Anthony and Stanton worked together to organize the Woman’s National Loyal League, an ideological organization that met for the first time in New York in 1863. At its first meeting, Anthony criticized Lincoln for not acknowledging the role that slavery played in the creation of the conflict and not allowing black men to enlist during the first two years of the war. By the end of the war, Anthony had spearheaded the collection of hundreds of thousands of signatures on petitions supporting complete emancipation. Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts credited this work with helping pass the Thirteenth Amendment. After the war, Anthony continued to rally support for women’s suffrage and temperance. She died on March 13, 1906, at her home in Rochester, New York.
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Antietam, Battle of

Event Date: September 17, 1862

Major engagement in the eastern theater of war and the deadliest single day in American history. Following the repulse of Union major general George B. McClellan’s advance on Richmond, Confederate general Robert E. Lee was determined to strike at Union forces before they could reunite and drive south against Richmond, and he accomplished this by routing Major General John Pope’s new Army of Virginia in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). Lee now found the opportunity to take the war to Northern soil. Meanwhile, President Abraham Lincoln relieved Pope and restored McClellan, whose Army of the Potomac absorbed Pope’s short-lived command.

On September 4, Lee and his Army of Northern Virginia advanced into Maryland, where Lee hoped to gather supplies and recruits. He also hoped to cut key rail lines west and isolate Washington, with Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, as his probable objective. Southern leaders believed that a significant land victory might bring British and French diplomatic recognition of the Confederacy.

Lee’s army crossed the Potomac River east of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Arriving at Frederick, Maryland, on September 7, Lee gambled, dividing his army into five separate parts, three of which were to converge on and take the major Union arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia. Outnumbering Lee’s force two to one but overestimating Lee’s strength, McClellan proceeded with his customary caution.

McClellan fumbled away an incredible intelligence advantage. Near Frederick, Maryland, some of his soldiers discovered a copy of Lee’s orders wrapped around three cigars; the orders were verified by a Union officer who identified the handwriting of Lee’s adjutant. McClellan now knew the entire disposition of Lee’s forces. Despite this information, McClellan moved with the same glacial speed that had earned him the nickname “Virginia Creeper” during the Peninsula Campaign. He delayed a full 18 hours before putting his army in motion and pushing through the Blue Ridge Mountain passes. On September 14 in small, intense engagements in the Battles of South Mountain and Crampton’s Gap, Confederate forces held off the Union advance.

Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862)






	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength
	87,000
	41,000



	Killed
	 2,108
	 1,546



	Wounded
	 9,540
	 7,752



	Captured or missing
	  753
	 1,018
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Dead from the Battle of Antietam, September 17, 1862. Dunker Church is in the background. The battle, fought at Antietam Creek near Sharpsburg, Maryland, saw the bloodiest single day of fighting of the entire war. (Library of Congress)

Lee’s army was then split in three main bodies over 20 miles. Although initially inclined to retreat on learning of McClellan’s moves, Lee decided to stand and fight, ordering his remaining forces to join him as soon as possible and positioning his three available divisions along a low ridge extending about 4 miles north to south, just east of Sharpsburg and west of Antietam Creek. Hilly terrain here enabled Lee to mask his inferior resources. The resultant battle was very much a fragmented fight, in large part because of the terrain.

On the afternoon of September 15, the major part of the Army of the Potomac was within easy striking distance of Lee’s 18,000 men. Had McClellan attacked, Lee would have been routed. But Lee predicted that McClellan would not move that day or the next. Indeed, McClellan wanted first to rest his troops, then spent the entire day of September 16 placing his artillery and infantry and inspecting the line.

While McClellan dallied, Jackson’s corps arrived from Harpers Ferry, giving Lee 30,000 men and leaving absent only three of his nine divisions. Even with these divisions, Lee would be outnumbered 41,000 to 87,000. McClellan said after the battle that he thought Lee had 120,000 men. This is hard to believe, for McClellan planned a double envelopment to hit Lee’s flank and then smash the Confederate center.

During the battle, Lee was in position to observe and command throughout. In sharp contrast to McClellan, Lee also gave great latitude to his subordinate commanders. McClellan remained more than a mile to the rear, unable to observe the battle in progress and with little idea of what was going on. McClellan also failed to take advantage of his superior numbers. He withheld an entire corps (20,000 men failed to see battle) and employed a piecemeal rather than simultaneous form of attack. Each Union corps was committed by successive oral orders from headquarters, without informing the other corps commanders and without instructions for mutual support. This process was compounded, as corps commanders sent their own divisions to the attack in piecemeal fashion. McClellan also failed to employ his cavalry to cut Confederate lines of communication and prevent Confederate reinforcements from moving to the battlefield from the south. Even a delay of an hour or two would have changed the battle, because two of Lee’s remaining divisions arrived on the battlefield at the critical juncture, about 10:30 on the morning of September 17, with the Union attack already in progress.
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The Battle of Antietam opened early on the morning of September 17 with an attack by Major General Joseph Hooker’s 12,000-man I Corps against the Confederate left held by Jackson’s corps. Hooker’s men drove the Confederates back into the West Woods. Lee called up Brigadier General John Bell Hood’s Texas Brigade, which repulsed the Union attack.

Amid the smoke and ground fog, the battle lines were only 50 or even 30 yards apart. Units were destroyed as soon as they began to fight. In the intense fighting for the cornfield, the 1st Texas Regiment of Hood’s brigade lost more than 82 percent of its men killed or wounded in 20 minutes, the highest percentage of losses of any regiment in the war, Union or Confederate. Successive Union attacks on the Confederate left by Major General Joseph Mansfield’s XII Corps and Major General Edwin Sumner’s II Corps also met rebuff.

At the Confederate center, meanwhile, a crisis developed as some 3,000 Confederates under Major General Daniel H. Hill fought to hold the Sunken Road, which came to be known as Bloody Lane. Here Major General William B. Franklin’s VI Corps mounted three separate assaults, all of which failed. Then two Union regiments were able to enfilade the Confederate position on the Sunken Road, forcing the Confederates there to fall back and opening a gap between the Confederate center and left. Confederate troops under Hill managed to plug the hole in time. Lee then ordered Jackson to counterattack the Union right, a move that was not successful. McClellan failed to take advantage of the situation and did not commit his reserve, which remained inactive during the entire battle.

On the Union left, Major General Ambrose Burnside’s IX Corps spent the morning trying to build a bridge over Antietam Creek. Finally, Union forces crossed the creek via fords, but the Confederates here withdrew to higher ground. By the time Burnside was ready to renew the attack, the last division of Lee’s army, commanded by Major General Ambrose P. Hill, arrived. Despite being exhausted from their forced march, Hill’s men threw back the Union assault. The battle of Antietam was over.

In the battle, Union casualties were to 2,108 dead, 9,540 wounded, and 753 missing (15 percent). Confederate losses were 1,546 dead, 7,752 wounded, and 1,018 missing (26 percent). It was the bloodiest single day of fighting of the entire war.

Lee waited a day and then pulled back into Virginia. McClellan failed to pursue. Lincoln was furious and soon removed McClellan from command. McClellan might have destroyed Lee on September 17 or the day after, but in the words of one historian of the battle, he was “so fearful of losing that he would not risk winning.”

Nevertheless, the Battle of Antietam had important consequences. Lee’s defeat weakened Confederate hopes of securing recognition from Britain and France. Never again was the Confederacy as close to winning recognition abroad. The Confederate defeat in the battle also helped ensure that the Democrats did not win control of the U.S. House of Representatives in the November elections. The Union victory allowed Lincoln the opportunity on September 22 to issue the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, which freed, as of January 1, 1863, all slaves in areas still in rebellion against the United States. This document transformed a war to preserve the Union into a struggle for human freedom.
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Antietam Campaign

Start Date: September 4, 1862

End Date: September 20, 1862

Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s first invasion of the North in September 1862. Lee, commanding the Army of Northern Virginia, secured permission from President Jefferson Davis for the invasion. It began on September 4, 1862, when Confederate units crossed into Maryland from Loudoun County, Virginia. The campaign coincided with invasions of Kentucky mounted by forces under General Braxton Bragg and Major General Edmund Kirby Smith.

Lee planned to cut the Baltimore & Ohio rail lines, threatening both Washington, D.C., and Baltimore, Maryland, with the city of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, as his probable objective. Lee’s goals were to secure supplies and men for his army, to embarrass the Abraham Lincoln administration, and to influence the November congressional elections. President Davis hoped that a major Confederate victory on Northern soil might bring diplomatic recognition of the Confederacy by Britain and France.

Union major general George B. McClellan, meanwhile, was reorganizing his forces in the wake of Major General John Pope’s defeat in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), absorbing the Army of Virginia’s three corps into his Army of the Potomac and moving from Washington with 97,000 men to meet Lee, who had 55,000 men. Overestimating Confederate strength, McClellan proceeded with his customary caution.

On September 7 Lee’s army was concentrated near Frederick, Maryland. Two days later he divided his forces, ordering Major General James Longstreet to advance on Hagerstown, Maryland, with his I Corps, while Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson and his II Corps were to capture Harpers Ferry, Virginia, to take the substantial stocks of arms there and also secure his western flank and open a line of communications south for resupply and as a possible subsequent withdrawal route.

On September 13 the Union Army of the Potomac reached Frederick, Maryland. There members of its advance guard discovered, wrapped around some cigars, Lee’s entire operational orders. This information was brought to McClellan’s headquarters and confirmed by a Union officer familiar with the handwriting of Lee’s adjutant. Lee’s army was at the time spread out over a span of 25 miles and was extremely vulnerable to piecemeal attack, but McClellan threw away this intelligence bonanza by delaying 18 hours before putting his army in motion to push through the Blue Ridge Mountain passes. It took him two days to move his troops 10 miles from Frederick.

Beginning on September 12, meanwhile, Jackson and nearly 23,000 men invested and attacked Harpers Ferry. Held by 14,000 Union troops under Colonel Dixon S. Miles, Harpers Ferry passed to the Confederates on September 15. In the largest Union surrender of the war, Jackson secured 12,419 prisoners, 13,000 small arms, 73 cannon, 200 wagons, and considerable stocks of military equipment. Leaving one division to guard the prisoners and equipment, he then moved by forced marches with the remainder of his men to join Lee at Sharpsburg, Maryland.

Meanwhile, on September 14 Confederate forces fought small, intense engagements for the South Mountain passes, buying precious time for Lee to bring his scattered troops together. Lee ordered his men to concentrate at Sharpsburg.

On the afternoon of September 15, some 55,000 men of the Army of the Potomac were within easy striking distance of Lee just east of Sharpsburg with only 18,000 men. Hilly terrain allowed Lee to conceal his inferior numbers. Had McClellan moved on the afternoon of September 15, he would have enjoyed an overwhelming victory. But McClellan delayed, and Jackson arrived with his corps at midday on September 16. Even with Jackson’s corps, Lee was still outnumbered more than 2 to 1: 41,000 to 87,000.

The battle began on the morning on September 17. McClellan threw away his great advantage of vastly superior numbers, holding an entire corps in reserve (20,000 men failed to see battle) and employing a piecemeal rather than simultaneous form of attack, which was mirrored by subordinate units. McClellan also failed to utilize his cavalry to cut Confederate lines of communication and prevent reinforcements from reaching the battlefield from the south. Even a delay of an hour or two would have changed the battle, as Lee’s army was still arriving on the battlefield, with the fighting already in progress.

The ensuing battle was the bloodiest single day of the war. Union casualties totaled 2,108 dead, 9,540 wounded, and 753 captured or missing. Confederate losses were 1,546 dead, 7,752 wounded, and 1,018 captured or missing, fewer overall than those of the Union but nearly twice as great as a percentage of total force: 26 percent to 15 percent of effectives for the Union. Lee waited one day and then pulled back into Virginia with his prisoners and booty. McClellan failed to pursue effectively.

The final engagement of the campaign occurred at Shepherdstown in western Virginia on September 19–20, with Lee’s infantry forcing Union units that had crossed the Potomac back across that river. Lincoln was furious at McClellan’s grandstanding and inaction after the battle and soon again removed him from command.
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Confederate dead along Hagerstown Road, Maryland. The men were killed in the Battle of Antietam on September 17, 1862. (Library of Congress)

The Battle of Antietam, while not decisive, was nonetheless one of the most important engagements of the war. Lee’s defeat weakened Confederate hopes of securing recognition from Britain and France. Never again would the Confederacy be this close to winning foreign diplomatic recognition. The Union victory also helped ensure that the Democrats did not win control of the U.S. House of Representatives in the November elections. A single percentage shift in the vote would have brought Democratic control and a push for a negotiated settlement of the war. The Union victory at Antietam also allowed Lincoln the opportunity to issue the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, which he did on September 23. This effectively gave the Union the moral high ground and greatly lengthened the odds against foreign recognition of the Confederacy.
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Antiwar Sentiment in the Confederacy

One of the most enduring myths of the Civil War is that of a solid South fighting against the Union. From start to finish, large segments of the Southern population opposed the war. Dissent was strong in certain regions that, due to geography, economics, and/or culture, had little to gain from secession. As the war progressed and the Confederate government assumed greater powers, civilian opposition increased. Antiwar sentiment took many forms, from avoidance of the draft to desertion, protests, and outright violence. In some regions, Southerners formed paramilitary or even organized military units that fought for the Union.

Mountainous regions, with small farms, few slaves, and little interest in the Confederacy, were hotbeds of dissent. Examples include western Virginia (which broke away from Virginia to form the new state of West Virginia), western North Carolina, eastern Tennessee, and northern Alabama. Residents of western Virginia, for example, had felt neglected for years by the plantation owner–dominated government in far-off Richmond.

The Quaker region of central North Carolina and Jones County, Mississippi, were other areas of strong antiwar sentiment. These regions harbored deserters and draft dodgers, and often Confederate home guard units patrolled them to maintain order. In some cases, they hardly controlled them at all.

Many such regions even provided troops for the Union cause. Several Union regiments came from eastern Tennessee, West Virginia, and western North Carolina. For example, Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) was led by the Union’s 1st Alabama Cavalry, a U.S. Volunteer regiment.

As the war progressed and shortages of food, clothing, and medicine became acute on the home front, even civilians who had heretofore supported the war began to withdraw their support. The best example of this was the April 1863 Richmond Bread Riot in which women, protesting the rapidly rising cost of food, took to the streets, broke open stores and bakeries, and looted them.

The military draft was another source of dissatisfaction on the home front. As the war continued, the Confederate Congress raised the upper draft age and lowered the minimum age. The need for manpower was acute, and exemptions were limited. At first the Confederacy allowed drafted men to hire substitutes but did away with the provision in 1863. Regardless, increasing numbers of Confederates became opposed to the draft.

As Union armies penetrated deeper into the South, more and more civilians were directly impacted by the war. Refugees fled their homes, some having lost everything. Cities such as Greensboro and Charlotte in North Carolina, Columbia in South Carolina, and Danville in Virginia overflowed with refugees and displaced people at the end of the war, creating hotbeds of antipathy toward the war effort.

The Confederate government of President Jefferson Davis faced increasing political opposition as well. Prominent politicians such as Georgia governor Joseph Brown, North Carolina governor Zebulon Vance, and others opposed the decisions of the administration in Richmond at nearly every turn. These and many other officials routinely spoke out against Davis. Many of these politicians also refused to cooperate with Confederate military officers, disrupting the army’s ability to fight.

While there were many reasons for the Confederate defeat, dissatisfaction on the home front and growing divisions among leaders and civilians contributed significantly to it.
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Antiwar Sentiment in the Union

Despite the outward appearance of a united front, throughout the Civil War the population in the North was divided about the causes and conduct of the war. Antiwar sentiment also mirrored the changing military situation.

Many regions of Northern states had economic or cultural ties to the South. Many in southern Illinois, for example, were sympathetic to the proslavery regions of neighboring Kentucky and Missouri. In 1861 a group of men left that region and joined Confederate forces in Tennessee. Border states were of course especially divided during the war—these included populations in Maryland, Delaware, Kentucky, Missouri, all of which had slaveholders in 1861.

During the 1862 midterm elections, President Abraham Lincoln’s Republican Party suffered reverses at the ballot box, as antiwar Democrats made significant gains in Congress. The timing was no coincidence. With the war more than a year old and despite great numerical and industrial advantages, Union armies had been unable to defeat the Confederacy. In the late summer of 1862, Confederate armies launched offensives in both Kentucky and Maryland. While both were repulsed, they served notice that the war would not soon end and amply illustrated how public attitudes were vulnerable to military actions.

In 1863 President Lincoln said that he feared the “fire in the rear,” or antiwar sentiment on the home front. That same year, Copperhead-Democratic U.S. representative Clement L. Vallandigham of Ohio began agitating for peace. Peace Democrats enjoyed support in many areas of the North, including much of the Midwest—Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana—as well as in New York City. Vallandigham capitalized on racist attitudes and disillusionment with progress in the war to advance his principles, and he was for a time quite successful in stirring up antiwar sentiments.

There was also widespread opposition to the January 1, 1863, Emancipation Proclamation; many white Northerners feared having to compete with African Americans for work. Another source of frustration was the military draft. For $300 one could hire a substitute if drafted, yet many working-class men could not afford such a luxury. This discrepancy became increasingly troublesome as the war dragged on. Violence over the draft erupted in the summer of 1863 in New York City. Fueled chiefly by racism, angry mobs took to the streets to protest the draft, and Union troops had to be called in to restore order. The riot resulted in at least 75 deaths and widespread damage to black churches and schools as well as to draft offices. Opposition to the draft was amply evident, as one-fifth of those conscripted failed to report. Many fled to the western frontier or Canada.

Confederate defeats at Vicksburg and Gettysburg in the summer of 1863 helped to offset Northern antiwar sentiments and gave those supporting the Lincoln administration renewed hope. Yet by the following spring and summer, widespread discontent with the war again became evident. Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) resulted in massive Union casualties, with no sign that the Confederates were prepared to give up. Also, progress had been slow during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). These developments led to a major rise in Union antiwar sentiment.

In the autumn 1864 election campaign, the war-weary Northern public had two candidates to choose from: the incumbent Lincoln and former Major General George B. McClellan, the Democratic Party candidate. Although McClellan rejected his party’s antiwar platform, his defeatism assisted Lincoln and the Republicans. Major General William T. Sherman’s capture of Atlanta on September 2, 1864, and victories by Major General Philip H. Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley in September and October ensured a Lincoln victory, marking the beginning of the end for the Confederacy.
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Apache Pass, Battle of

Start Date: July 15, 1862

End Date: July 16, 1862

Engagement between the Chiricahua Apaches and California volunteers in the New Mexico Territory. In 1862 a Confederate presence in New Mexico prompted Union Army colonel Edward Canby to ask for reinforcements. Consequently, Brigadier General James Carleton led the 1st California Volunteer Infantry to New Mexico via the Apache Pass, located east of Tucson. Cochise had posted scouts throughout the region and knew that Carleton was en route. Cochise convinced Mangas Coloradas, leader of the Mimbres Apaches, to join him in ambushing the troops at the springs in Apache Pass. The combined forces of Mimbres and Chiricahuas numbered well over 500 warriors.

Cochise stationed his warriors behind boulders, trees, and breastworks. The plan was to kill the soldiers while they rested at camp, following an exhausting 19-hour march through arid and hot desert country. On July 15 Captain Thomas Roberts’s Company E of the 1st California Infantry marched into Apache Pass with two howitzers. As the column entered the pass, some warriors opened fire on the rear of the column, killing one soldier. The remaining troopers quickly returned fire, killing four Apaches, and then formed a defensive line, continuing their march, however, as the need for water was critical.

The soldiers reached an abandoned station house built of stone, which afforded some substantial cover. However, the water was still another 500 yards away. Roberts then deployed men on both sides of the canyon with the goal of reaching the water source. The Apache warriors responded by opening fire on the troopers, killing one and wounding another. Roberts then ordered his men to fall back and sent some soldiers up the hillside in hopes of flanking the dug-in Apaches. This tactic also failed, as Cochise had protected his flanks by placing warriors in position to prevent such a move. Four hours had now elapsed.

Recognizing the almost impregnable position of the Apache warriors, Roberts ordered the howitzers to open fire. For at least two hours, his men fired shells on the hillside where the Apaches were hidden behind rocks and breastworks. Apache casualties from shards of rock mounted. Cochise watched in dismay as the howitzer fire forced his shell-shocked warriors to retreat out of range, thus allowing the soldiers to reach the water.

As the main column approached the following day, July 16, only scattered firing occurred in the pass. By now, Cochise had taken the bulk of his force to his stronghold in the Dragoon Mountains. Estimates of Apache casualties in the battle vary from 10 to more than 40. U.S. losses were reported as 2 dead and 2 wounded. Within a few months, the U.S. Army constructed Fort Bowie at Apache Pass, which became the center of operations against the Chiricahuas. While Cochise continued his war for several more years, he never again directly engaged the army in battle.
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Appomattox Campaign

Start Date: April 2, 1865

End Date: April 9, 1865

Series of battles in south-central Virginia culminating in Confederate surrender. Confederate forces had been under siege at Richmond and Petersburg, Virginia, since June 1864, and General Robert E. Lee hoped to break Union lieutenant general Ulysses S. Grant’s tightening grip on the beleaguered cities. On March 25, Lee ordered what was ultimately an unsuccessful assault against Union forces at Fort Stedman. The following week on April 1, 1865, Grant’s Union troops struck back in the Battle of Five Forks. This northern action broke the already fragile Confederate line, sending Lee’s depleted army and the Confederate government scurrying from Richmond and Petersburg. Now both of these crucial cities were abandoned. Rebel troops retreated westward in four separate columns to rendezvous at Amelia Court House, where Lee hoped to employ the still-intact Richmond & Danville Railroad and where he expected to find badly needed food.

Lee’s plans involved moving southwestward toward Danville for a possible union with Confederate forces under General Joseph E. Johnston, marching from North Carolina. The combined forces might be able to make effective use of southwestern Virginia’s rolling countryside in an attempt to stop the converging Union armies under Grant and Major General William Tecumseh Sherman. Lee’s plan collapsed before it could begin, however. Grant’s army was moving too rapidly, and the trains for which Lee waited for almost 24 hours at Amelia Court House did not arrive with needed supplies.

In the meantime, Union cavalrymen dashed toward the Richmond & Danville rail line and cut it off at Jetersville. Lee now had no choice but to abandon the railroad. He then led his exhausted and demoralized men overland to the west toward Lynchburg. There he hoped to acquire supplies and defend the city from a Union advance. Lee’s army suffered a further setback, however, when Union forces captured the strategic Burkeville rail junction.

In the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865), Union forces captured nearly a quarter of Lee’s army. Lee learned of this debacle while at Farmville and immediately set out with his remaining men—now numbering some 30,000—across the Appomattox River.

Grant, now operating with four times as many troops as Lee, dispatched Major General Philip Sheridan’s cavalry and nearly all of two infantry corps on a fast march directly from Farmville to Appomattox Station. Arriving before Lee, Union cavalry seized the railroad near Appomattox Station, which effectively blocked Lee’s only avenue of escape. Sheridan’s men also claimed tons of desperately needed supplies that awaited Lee’s army.
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A Union Army wagon train enters Petersburg, Virginia, in April 1865. General Robert E. Lee’s abandonment of Petersburg on April 2, 1865, marked the beginning of the Appomattox Campaign, which culminated in the surrender of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia a week later. (Library of Congress)

On April 9, 1865, Lee’s forces tested the Union’s defensive lines and found them far too strong to overcome. Lee had no alternative but surrender. On the afternoon of April 9, Generals Lee and Grant met at the home of Wilmer McLean in Appomattox Court House to negotiate the terms. The actual surrender took place on April 12. Although Johnston’s army remained largely intact and several Confederate commands remained in the field, the war was now in effect over.
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Appomattox Court House and Lee’s Surrender

Start Date: April 9, 1865

End Date: April 12, 1865

Site of Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s surrender to Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant. Appomattox Court House was located 25 miles east of Lynchburg, Virginia, and just east of Appomattox Station on the Southside Railroad.
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On April 8, 1865, Union cavalry under Brevet Major General George Armstrong Custer captured the supply trains waiting for Lee’s army at Appomattox Station. The failure of the Confederate forces to dislodge the Union troops in the Battle of Appomattox Court House on the morning of April 9, 1865, convinced Lee to surrender to Grant. When the decision to surrender was rendered, Lee reportedly said, “Then there is nothing left for me but to go and see General Grant, and I had rather die a thousand deaths.”

Lee subsequently sent his aide, Colonel Charles Marshall, to find a suitable place in Appomattox Court House for the surrender. Because it was a Sunday, the courthouse was closed. Marshall then chose the three-story brick home of Wilmer McLean, a retired major in the Virginia Militia who had not participated in the war. McLean willingly agreed to open his home.

For the surrender ceremony, Lee and Grant met in the parlor of McLean’s home. Lee, dressed in an immaculate uniform, arrived at the McLean home at 1:00 p.m. Grant, who in the pursuit had lost track of his baggage, arrived 30 minutes later dressed in what was described as a dirty uniform. Lee rose from his chair and greeted Grant with a handshake in the middle of the room. After briefly reminiscing about their previous encounter in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Grant offered Lee generous terms of surrender. Lee’s officers and soldiers were to be paroled, and all weapons, ammunition, and supplies were to be confiscated by the Union Army. Officers were allowed to retain their side arms and horses. Since Confederate soldiers usually provided their own mounts, cavalrymen and artillerists were permitted to retain their horses as well. Lee and his men would not be charged with treason. Grant then ordered that rations be distributed to Confederate troops. At 4:00 p.m. Lee and Grant shook hands, and Lee departed the McLean house.

When Lee met his troops, he told them: “Men, we have fought the war together, and I have done the best I could for you. You will all be paroled and go to your homes until exchanged. My heart is too full to say more.” On April 10, Lee and Grant met for a second time at the McLean home. Lee requested that his men be issued parole passes to protect them from arrest or annoyance. Grant ordered that 30,000 parole passes be issued to the former Confederate soldiers. Each commander also appointed three commissioners to arrange the details of the formal surrender. Lee named Lieutenant General James Longstreet, Major General John B. Gordon, and Brigadier General Nelson Pendleton. Grant selected Major General John Gibbon, Brevet Major General Charles Griffin, and Brevet Major General Wesley Merritt. On April 12 General Gordon led what remained of the Army of Northern Virginia through lines of respectful Union soldiers to a field where the Confederates yielded their arms and banners.
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Confederate general Robert E. Lee shown surrendering the Army of Northern Virginia to Union general-in-chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Courthouse, Virginia, on April 9, 1865. (Bettmann/Corbis)
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Archer, James Jay

Birth Date: December 19, 1817

Death Date: October 24, 1864

Confederate officer. James Jay Archer was born in Bel Air, Maryland, on December 19, 1817. He graduated from the College of New Jersey (Princeton University) in 1835 and began a law practice in Maryland. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Archer served as a volunteer infantry captain, earning a brevet promotion to major. Mustering out of the service in 1848, he resumed his law practice. In 1855 Archer joined the regular army as a captain in the 9th U.S. Infantry Regiment. He resigned shortly after the firing on Fort Sumter (April 12, 1861) and offered his services to the new Confederate States of America.

Archer became colonel of the 5th Texas infantry in October 1861. He led his regiment in the fighting at Seven Pines (Fair Oaks), Virginia, on May 31–June 1, 1862. Two days later he was promoted to brigadier general and given command of a brigade consisting primarily of Tennessee and Alabama troops in Major General A. P. Hill’s division. Archer led his brigade with distinction at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 28, 1862) and the Battle of Glendale (June 30, 1862), suffering 500 casualties in these two battles.

Hill’s division then moved to northern Virginia and engaged Union troops at Cedar Mountain on August 9, 1862, where Archer’s men again fought to good effect. During the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30), Archer’s men held their own in repelling Union attacks. Archer’s brigade arrived late at the Battle of Antietam (September 17) in Maryland, recapturing a battery of artillery as Hill’s men saved the day for Lee’s outnumbered troops. Archer’s men closed 1862 by participating in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13), where Archer’s steady leadership helped plug a gap in Lieutenant General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s line and prevented a Union breakthrough.

On May 3, 1863, during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Archer’s men added to their reputation by capturing a Union battery on the high ground of Hazel Grove, a move that helped Lee’s army win the battle. When General Robert E. Lee reorganized the Army of Northern Virginia, Archer and his brigade were transferred to Major General Henry Heth’s Division in A. P. Hill’s III Corps.

On July 1, 1863, Heth advanced toward Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, and deployed Archer’s force and a second brigade to face Union cavalry defending McPherson’s Ridge. However, the arrival of Union infantry changed the tide of battle, with the infantry slamming into Archer’s troops and overlapping his right flank. Archer and scores of his men were captured during the retreat.

Archer spent time in three different prisons before being exchanged in the summer of 1864. He attempted to return to duty, but his health was broken by his imprisonment. Archer died in Richmond, Virginia, on October 24, 1864.
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Arizona

Disputed territory in the American Southwest. Arizona was part of the territory acquired from Mexico as a consequence of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and formed part of the New Mexico Territory, established following the Compromise of 1850. Following the 1853 Gadsden Purchase, which added some 45,000 square miles to the southern portion of the territory below the Gila River, there were proposals that the territory be divided into two regions along an east-west line rather than the north-south line, as ultimately occurred. Residents of the southern region, called Gadsdonia, favored the north-south line. The total population in Arizona in 1860, according to the U.S. census of that year, was 6,482 people, which included 2,421 whites, 21 free blacks, and 4,040 American Indians.

Beginning in 1856, several southern Arizona conventions were held at Mesilla and Tucson to make formal petitions to the U.S. government to split this large territory. Washington rejected these appeals on the grounds that the population was as yet too small for any territorial reorganization. The U.S. government further angered residents with Southern sympathies when it abandoned the regular Overland Mail route that same year. When Texas withdrew from the Union, the stagecoaches that normally traveled through Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona were redirected north to Nebraska and Utah. Bands of Apaches and Mexican raiders quickly seized on the opportunity to destroy the stage stops in an effort to discourage any future mail operations. Mail delivery was suspended, and passengers and goods could no longer rely on a safe, regular mode of transportation, protected by federal troops.

Angered by these actions and with sentiment favoring the Confederacy, a number of southern territorial residents met at Mesilla and voted for the Arizona Ordinance of Secession on March 16, 1861. In so doing, they formed the Confederate Territory of Arizona. Lewis Owings was chosen as provisional governor.

In July 1861 a small force of Texans under Lieutenant Colonel John R. Baylor attacked U.S. Fort Fillmore at Mesilla, forcing the Union garrison there to abandon the fort and then surrender. On August 1 Baylor announced that Arizona was Confederate territory, with Mesilla as its capital and himself as governor. When Baylor closed the federal forts in the territory, however, it allowed hostile Apaches free reign. Cochise led a number of raids that brought the death of dozens of settlers, leading many to simply abandon their homesteads and withdraw to Tucson. On August 28, 1862, a convention met at Tucson and again pledged allegiance to the Confederacy, electing Granville H. Oury as the territorial delegate to the Confederate Congress in Richmond. There Oury drafted legislation that formally established the Confederate Territory of Arizona. The Confederate Congress passed the legislation on January 13, 1862, and Confederate president Jefferson Davis issued a proclamation to that effect on February 14.

In March 1862, the U.S. House of Representatives passed legislation creating the Arizona Territory but along the north-south line of the 107th meridian. This division along the north-south line had the effect of denying the legitimacy of the Confederate proclamation. The bill established the capital at Tucson and also abolished slavery in the territory. The Senate followed suit in February 1863 but without the provision of Tucson as the state capital, and President Abraham Lincoln signed the legislation into law on February 24, 1863.

On April 15, 1862, in the westernmost conflict of the Civil War about 50 miles northwest of Tucson, 10 Confederate troops ran into a Union patrol of 13 Californians led by Lieutenant James Barrett near Pischo Peak. The ensuing skirmish, known as the Battle of Picacho Pass, produced 3 Union dead and 3 wounded and 3 captured Confederates. This small skirmish proved to be the culmination of Confederate attempts to hold on to the Southwest beyond Texas, denying any opportunity to seize upon pro-Southern sympathies in nearby southern California.

In the spring of 1862, Colonel James H. Carleton arrived with Union volunteers from California. A detachment of his men drove the Confederates out of Tucson in June 1862, and its 129 men defeated a 500-man Apache ambush led by Cochise and Mangas Coloradas in the Battle of Apache Pass (July 15–16, 1862). The Native Americans lost 9 dead, and the Californians suffered 2 dead and 2 wounded. The troops then established Fort Bowie to hold the pass. Some Native American resistance continued, however.

In 1864 Colonel Christopher “Kit” Carson conducted a scorched-earth campaign against the powerful Navajos in the northern portion of the territory. Brutally effective, Carson’s effort resulted in the forced relocation of thousands of Navajos to the Bosque Redondo Reservation in eastern New Mexico Territory.

Federal records indicate that 655 Arizona men served the Union, while 271 fought for the Confederacy. The area contributed very little to the war effort of either side owing to its great distance from the war’s major battlefields, its paucity of agriculture, and its lack of industry.
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Arkansas

Confederate state. Arkansas is bordered by Louisiana and Texas to the south, Missouri to the north, Oklahoma to the west, and Mississippi and Tennessee to the east. The state of Arkansas had only limited strategic and economic value during the Civil War. The primary significance of Arkansas was as a Confederate gateway to Missouri or as a Union gateway to Texas.

Arkansas had been settled early in the 19th century by southern farmers from the adjoining states of what was then known as the Old Southwest. Many of them had owned slaves. In 1860 Arkansas was a largely rural, agricultural state with a total population of 435,450 people, of whom 110,000 were slaves. Since attaining statehood in 1836, Arkansas had been moving from a subsistence agricultural economy to one increasingly driven by the commercial production of cotton on slave-based plantations.

The growth of a plantation economy had accelerated Arkansas’s dependence on slavery. Although it ranked near the bottom of the slaveholding states in the total slave population, the percentage growth of that population was among the highest. The rise of the plantation economy had also led to the concentration of political and economic power in the hands of a small group of planter families who dominated the state’s Democratic Party. This group held rabid proslavery views and increasingly came to favor secession as the sectional controversy over slavery intensified. Their agitation to pass a secession ordinance intensified after Abraham Lincoln’s election to the presidency in November 1860.

Arkansas was not among the initial seven Southern states to secede, however, and Unionist sentiments in the state remained fairly strong. Public opinion favored the Union but opposed federal coercion of the already-seceded states. In March 1861 a state convention failed to ratify secession. The Confederate attack on Fort Sumter, South Carolina, on April 12, 1861, followed by Lincoln’s call for troops, however, gave the secessionists the upper hand. On May 6, 1861, Arkansas became one of the last four states (the others being North Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia) to secede from the Union.

During the war, Arkansas’s economic contributions to the Confederacy were limited because Union forces overran much of the state early in the war, beginning in 1862. Initially, most of the male population responded enthusiastically to the state’s call to arms. Eventually Arkansas provided 48 infantry regiments, along with numerous artillery and cavalry units. In all, Arkansas supplied the Confederacy with 70 military units. But the state also furnished 15 units to the Union. An estimated 6,800 Arkansas men perished in the war in Confederate service. At least 1,750 died in service to the Union. After Union forces overran the northern two-thirds of the state, Arkansas Unionists raised 11 infantry and 4 cavalry regiments, which served mostly in garrison duties or antiguerrilla operations. Confederate troops from Arkansas saw action in all three theaters of the war.

Fleeing from advancing Union forces, the Arkansas Confederate government abandoned the capital at Little Rock in 1863, setting up a temporary capital at Washington, Arkansas, in the southwestern part of the state. In the winter of 1864, pro-Unionists from 23 Arkansas counties established a rival government at Little Rock. For the remainder of the war, the state was home to two competing governments. The dividing line was approximately along the Arkansas River.

The most significant battle fought on Arkansas soil was Pea Ridge (Elkhorn Tavern) on March 7–8, 1862. It ended in a decisive victory for the Union forces and opened the way for the eventual Union occupation of the northern two-thirds of the state. Arkansas was also the scene of the northern component of the ill-fated Union Red River Expedition in 1864. Arkansas continued to be racked by political turmoil and guerrilla warfare from Confederate partisans for the remainder of the war.

For Arkansas, the Civil War formally ended on June 2, 1865, when Confederate forces in the Trans-Mississippi region surrendered. Under the 1867 Reconstruction Act, Arkansas was governed by the U.S. Army until a Unionist state convention could ratify a new state constitution. The new legislature promptly ratified the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution, and Arkansas was readmitted to the Union on June 22, 1868.

WALTER F. BELL
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Arkansas, CSS

Confederate twin-screw ironclad ram that operated on the Yazoo and Mississippi Rivers. The Confederates began the construction of the Arkansas in October 1861 at Memphis, Tennessee, but it was not completed until July 1862, having been relocated to Yazoo City, Mississippi, in May 1862 to escape Union capture at Memphis. The ship was 165′ long and 35′ in beam with a draft of about 11′5″. The sides of the ship’s casemate were perpendicular, while the two ends were slanted. The casemate was protected with 18 inches of iron and wood, the iron being railway T-rails. The Arkansas had one advantage in terms of maneuverability: its two propellers acted directly on the engines. As a consequence, reversing one screw enabled the ram to turn in a very short length.

The Arkansas had a crew of 200, including Confederate army gunners. It was armed with two IX-inch Dahlgren smoothbores, two 8-inch/64-pounders, two 32-pounder smoothbores, and two 6-inch rifles. The ship was painted a dull brown color. On May 26, 1862, Confederate Navy lieutenant Isaac Newton Brown assumed command.

The Arkansas first saw action on July 15, 1862, when it encountered U.S. ships conducting a reconnaissance of the Yazoo River. The U.S. Navy ships immediately retired, but the Arkansas pursued, and in the subsequent engagement its gunners hit the Union ironclad Carondelet 13 times, badly damaging it and forcing it ashore. Confederate fire also badly damaged the timberclad Tyler, but the ram Queen of the West escaped unharmed. Pursuing the fleeing Union vessels, the Arkansas entered the Mississippi River and then ran through Rear Admiral David G. Farragut’s U.S. Navy squadron, trading broadsides with many of his ships before docking at the Confederate stronghold of Vicksburg, Mississippi.

[image: image]

The powerful Confederate ironclad Arkansas operated on the Yazoo and Mississippi rivers in the Western Theater. On July 15, 1862, it engaged Union warships in the Yazoo, including the City-class ironclad Carondelet (shown here) and then ran south through the entire Union fleet above Vicksburg. (Corbis)

Farragut was furious at the escape of the Confederate ship and ordered an attack as he ran his ships past Vicksburg that same day. It was dark when the Union squadron reached Vicksburg, however, and nothing came of the attempt. On July 22 Commander William Porter led another effort in the ironclad Essex and the ram Queen of the West to destroy the Arkansas. This too failed, although the Arkansas did sustain some damage in the exchange of fire and in glancing blows from attempts by the Union ships to ram. The Confederates were able to prevent Union crews from boarding the ironclad. Both Union ships were also damaged in the exchange of fire.

Although it was badly in need of repairs and its engines were in poor shape, the Arkansas was ordered south to Baton Rouge to support a land attack by some 3,000 Confederates under Major General John C. Breckinridge against about the same number of Union troops under Brigadier General Thomas Williams entrenched around Baton Rouge. Brown, however, was sick ashore, and executive officer Lieutenant Henry Stevens assumed command. He departed Vicksburg on August 3, also without the ship’s chief engineer. Approaching Baton Rouge on August 5, the Arkansas’s engines broke down, and the ship anchored for repairs. It got under way again but suffered another breakdown only a few miles above Baton Rouge. The starboard engine quit, and torque from the other engine drove the ship ashore. Meanwhile, Union forces were winning the Battle of Baton Rouge. Had the Arkansas arrived there, the outcome would probably have been different.

Commander Porter learned of the presence of the Arkansas at 8:00 a.m. on August 6, and he immediately led a small squadron upriver to attack it. The Confederates had just completed repairs, but when the ram moved to engage the Essex, its engines again broke down, and again the ship drifted to the shore. Stevens then led his men ashore and, rather than see the ship fall into Union hands, ordered the crew to destroy the ship. Set afire, the Arkansas drifted downstream for more than an hour before at last blowing up. Learning of its destruction, General Breckinridge decided to end his attack and withdraw his forces from Baton Rouge.

GLENN E. HELM

Characteristics of CSS Arkansas



	Type
	Ironclad warship



	Order date
	August 24, 1861



	Launch date
	April 24, 1862



	Builder
	J. T. Shirley



	Length
	165 feet



	Beam
	35 feet



	Draft
	11 feet 6 inches



	Displacement
	800 tons



	Speed
	8 knots



	Armament
	2 IX-inch Dahlgren smoothbores



	2 8-inch 64-pounders



	4 6-inch rifles



	2 32-pounder rifled guns



	Crew
	232
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Arkansas, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit established on January 6, 1864, and dissolved on August 1, 1865. The Union Department of Arkansas initially encompassed all of the state of Arkansas except for Fort Smith, which was not added to the department until April 17, 1864. The Department of Arkansas fell within the Military Division of West Mississippi from May 1864 to May 1865.

Headquartered in Little Rock, the department was first commanded by Major General Frederick Steele, with all troops under him comprising VII Corps. Steele commanded until December 22, 1864, when Major General Joseph J. Reynolds took over. He commanded the department until it was disbanded on August 1, 1865.

The department was created chiefly to rid the area of Confederate troops, thus preventing reinforcement of Confederate forces east of the Mississippi River. The Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864) occurred within the department and was designed to be a diversionary campaign for the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Both efforts were dismal failures.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Arkansas Post, Battle of

See Fort Hindman, Battle of
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Arkansas River

Principal tributary of the Mississippi River and the sixth-longest river in the United States. Approximately 1,470 miles in length, the Arkansas River has its source in the Rocky Mountains near Leadville in Lake County, Colorado. The river flows east and then southeast, beginning in central Colorado and then through the states of Kansas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas, where it empties into the Mississippi River near the present-day town of Napoleon, Arkansas, not far from Vicksburg, Mississippi, a key target of Union offensives during the Civil War.

The Arkansas River basin drains nearly 195,000 square miles. Near its headwaters the river runs fast and narrow, dropping some 4,600 feet in elevation over 120 miles. Near Pueblo, Colorado, the river becomes markedly wider, and its flow becomes slower. The Arkansas is navigable to large vessels from the Mississippi west into northeastern Oklahoma.

Major cities along the Arkansas River include Wichita, Kansas; Tulsa, Oklahoma; Fort Smith, Arkansas; and Little Rock, Arkansas. The Santa Fe Trail, begun in the early 1820s and used by thousands of settlers moving west, generally paralleled the river through much of Kansas. The Arkansas River is prone to flooding, particularly in Kansas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas. The Battle of Fort Hindman (January 9–11, 1863) took place near the confluence of the Arkansas and Mississippi Rivers at Arkansas Post, part of the Union effort to capture Vicksburg and control the lower Mississippi.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Arlington, Virginia

Land in northern Virginia across the Potomac River from Washington, D.C. The area had once been part of Virginia’s donation to the District of Columbia but was retroceded to Virginia in 1846 as part of Alexandria County (now Arlington County). The principal estate in the area, comprising 1,100 acres of land, belonged to Mary Anna Custis Lee, wife of Robert E. Lee, and was the couple’s home. The high ground in Arlington threatened Washington, however, and there was great fear that it would be a base of Confederate operations. Support for secession was strong in the region, which voted overwhelmingly in favor of this in the Virginia referendum of May 23, 1861. The next day, Union troops occupied the area with little resistance. Arlington remained in Union hands throughout the war.

Arlington’s numerous Confederate sympathizers, foremost among them Robert E. Lee, had either left early or were driven out, and the area was filled with numerous forts and other defensive works to protect the federal capital. Arlington’s land and buildings were confiscated, and its timber was harvested to build many of these forts. The forts and defensive works never actually saw a direct attack, and there were no battles in Arlington.

A highway known as Military Road and several other roads were built in Arlington to link the forts and facilitate military communications. During the war, Arlington served as the headquarters and training ground for the Army of the Potomac. Its military units frequently confiscated food and forage for their horses throughout Arlington.

In 1862 the federal government confiscated the entire Lee estate for nonpayment of taxes. In 1864 Union quartermaster general Montgomery C. Meigs, faced with a crisis caused by the immense numbers of military dead, suggested to Secretary of War Edwin Stanton that 200 acres of the Lee estate should be set aside for military burials. The first graves were dug in May 1864, and the area became the nucleus of Arlington National Cemetery, the nation’s premier military burial ground. The Lee estate was also the site of the first Freedmen’s Village, set up in June 1863 so that newly freed former slaves could be settled.

WILLIAM E. BURNS
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A Union artillery position at Fort Richardson, Arlington, Virginia, 1861. Photo by Matthew Brady. (Library of Congress)
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Armies of the Confederate States, Overview

The Confederate military establishment began to take shape in early 1861. It was patterned after the U.S. model employed during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and featured three main components: state militias; the Army of the Confederate States of America, envisioned as a permanent regular organization; and the Provisional Army of the Confederate States, a temporary volunteer force raised for a defined mission or period of time, in this case the Civil War.

As in the United States, the president served as commander in chief. The Confederate War Department was responsible for raising and equipping the new nation’s military forces. The War Department eventually fielded 23 organizations designated as armies, many of which were armies in name only, being simply the units assigned to a given department. Of the numerous field armies, General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in the eastern theater and the Army of Tennessee in the western theater became the most prominent.

State militias had been authorized by the U.S. Militia Act of 1792. Although militias had fallen out of favor for national defense after the War of 1812, most slaveholding states maintained volunteer organizations and strong militia traditions. During the sectional crisis, these militias received heightened attention.

Abolitionist John Brown’s attack on Harpers Ferry, Virginia, in 1859 convinced many Southern states that larger and better-organized militias were required. Brown’s attack thus led to the buildup of Southern militias, which became building blocks for the Confederate Army. Many of the existing state organizations were later absorbed into the Provisional Army. During the war, state troops not released for national service protected important sites, such as armories and railroads; manned defensive positions or fortifications; and could be called to fight. State troops, though, could also be pawns in the struggle between Richmond and states’ rights governors such as Georgia’s Joseph Brown, who refused to release his large militia to Confederate control.

Confederate president Jefferson Davis planned for a small regular establishment, much like that of the United States. On March 6, 1861, the Provisional Congress approved the creation of the Army of the Confederate States of America. Davis, who had served as a regimental commander in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and as U.S. secretary of war (1853–1857), viewed the regular army as the permanent force, which would serve as the professional military establishment of the new nation after the confirmation of Southern independence. The Confederate Congress authorized Davis to raise 15,003 regulars. However, the regular army never contained more than 1,000 troops, because most men preferred to join the Provisional Army of the Confederate States for its shorter enlistment periods and enhanced opportunity for promotion.

The Provisional Army was by far the largest Confederate military entity and was actually established before the regulars. The Confederate Congress formally authorized the Provisional Army on February 28, 1861. In early March, Congress further authorized Davis to raise 100,000 volunteers for one year of service, and in April a flood of men entered the Provisional Army. Although Davis hoped to raise only a small army for a short war, events proved that a much larger force and a far greater effort would be necessary. In May 1861 following the secession of four additional states, Congress authorized an additional 400,000 troops and extended the term of service to three years, or until the end of the war. Soon, increasing demands for manpower compelled the Confederate government on April 16, 1862, to institute the first national conscription law.

The Confederate Army never became a singular large organization directed by a central command system. Only very late in the war did General Robert E. Lee receive the title of general in chief, and by then it was too late to produce results. Instead, it included at one time or another 23 armies of various size and organizational structure, possessing varying objectives and strategies. Confederate armies usually bore the name of the military department or geographical region in which they operated. In addition to the Army of Northern Virginia and the Army of Tennessee, other notable field forces included the Army of Vicksburg; the Army of Mississippi; the Army of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana; the Army of the Trans-Mississippi; and the short-lived Army of the Valley.

From the outset, the various states were charged with raising regiments for Confederate service. Nonseceded states such as Kentucky and Missouri supplied troops as well. Regiments carrying a numerical designation (such as the 1st Virginia) were then organized into brigades, originally the largest authorized military unit. Brigades usually carried the name of their most prominent commander (e.g., Hood’s Texas Brigade). Confederate leaders attempted to assemble brigades from regiments of the same state, but this became increasingly difficult to maintain. Hood’s famous Texas Brigade of Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, for example, at various times included regiments from Arkansas, Georgia, and South Carolina.

The need for large field armies led to the authorization of larger formations: divisions (two or more brigades) and corps (two or more divisions). Divisions and corps usually were identified by the commander’s name (e.g., Cleburne’s Division, Hardee’s Corps), although sometimes, as with the Army of Northern Virginia, numerical designations were applied to corps (e.g., Longstreet’s I Corps). The large armies eventually adopted multiple corps structures. In Confederate service, the main armies in each theater were commanded by full generals, corps were usually commanded by lieutenant generals, divisions were usually commanded by major generals, and brigades were usually commanded by brigadier generals, while colonels headed regiments. General officers were appointed by the president and confirmed by the Senate. Governors usually appointed colonels. Late in the war, these laws and routines blurred. In the Trans-Mississippi region, cut off as it was from Richmond, General E. Kirby Smith appointed numerous general officers. In the East, Major General John B. Gordon commanded a corps for almost a year without receiving promotion to lieutenant general.

Confederate armies routinely were outnumbered, sometimes significantly. At peak strength, the Army of Northern Virginia could muster some 70,000 men. An exception was General Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee, augmented by a corps from Lee’s army, that fielded more than 66,000 compared to the Union Army of the Cumberland’s 58,000 at Chickamauga.

The Confederate Army also staffed the various bureaus that supported field operations in concert with the War Department. These included the Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, occupied for the duration of the war by the Confederacy’s ranking officer, General Samuel Cooper, as well as the Engineer, Quartermaster, Commissary, Ordnance, and Conscription Bureaus; the Medical Department; and the Signal Corps. Of these, the Ordnance Bureau, under the extremely capable Colonel Josiah Gorgas, was notable for its accomplishments.

Determining the precise number of men who served in the Confederate Army is quite difficult. Some historians affirm numbers as low as 600,000, while others believe that the army may have contained at least 1 million men. An estimate in the 800,000 to 900,000 range is appropriate. Because the white population in the South was so much smaller than that of the North, the Confederacy had a far more difficult time maintaining the desired army size.

Poor morale and desertions became greater problems for the Confederacy than for the Union as the odds lengthened against a Confederate victory. Toward the end of the war, the Confederacy tried to stem the tide of desertions with courts-martial and executions, but desertion remained a persistent and major problem. Indeed, only some 174,223 men officially surrendered in 1865, just a small portion of the number carried on army rolls. Roughly 260,000 Confederate soldiers died during the war; of that number, some 94,000 were killed in action or died of wounds.

In addition to the authorized and enrolled soldiers in the Confederate armies and state militias, thousands of home guards, guerrillas, and other irregular forces served the Southern cause.
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Armies of the United States, Overview

During the American Civil War, the Armies of the United States consisted of three major components: the small regular army; the massive provisional organization, U.S. Volunteers; and state militias. With but a few exceptions, the frugal federal government had traditionally avoided expanding the regular army during emergencies, preferring instead to create a temporary force for the duration of a given crisis or war. This approach proved successful during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). A volunteer citizen force that could be raised and disbanded quickly presented numerous challenges and benefits. But in 1861 no one could have imagined the scope that the U.S. military establishment would achieve over the next four years.

On the eve of the Civil War in 1861, the regular army numbered only 15,259 enlisted men and 1,108 officers who were stationed throughout a nation of some 3 million square miles. Most units were scattered among small posts in the American West and along the border with Mexico. In addition to protecting the frontier, the regulars manned coastal forts and staffed the various administrative departments. The army was already overtaxed when the secession crisis exploded into war. While almost all of the enlisted men remained loyal to the Union, more than 300 officers with Southern sympathies resigned their commissions to serve the Confederate States of America.

With the commencement of hostilities, a debate arose over how best to employ the regulars. Army commander Lieutenant General Winfield Scott convinced President Abraham Lincoln to keep the regular army intact rather than disperse its officers and men among the new volunteer units that would be created. Eventually regular officers were allowed to accept temporary volunteer commissions at higher grades while remaining on the regular rolls at their regular ranks. In August 1861, augmented by nine new infantry regiments and a regiment each of artillery and cavalry, the regular army was reorganized, with the six mounted regiments receiving new designations—the 1st through the 6th: the 1st and 2nd Dragoons and Mounted Riflemen became the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Cavalry; the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Cavalry became the 4th, 5th and 6th Cavalry.

The U.S. Volunteers was the main instrument with which the United States prosecuted the war and grew from an assortment of hastily assembled state militia regiments into a giant, lavishly equipped professional army by war’s end. Following the attack on Fort Sumter in April 1861, President Lincoln invoked the Militia Act of 1792 (amended in 1795), which authorized him to call up 75,000 militia to serve for a term of three months.

In May 1861 Lincoln, without the legal authority to do so, ordered the regular army expanded by 22,000 men and issued a call for 42,000 volunteers for three-year terms. When Congress returned in July, it confirmed Lincoln’s moves and, following the embarrassing Union defeat at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), authorized the creation of a volunteer army of 500,000 men. Each loyal state was assigned a quota, and each governor was charged with raising regiments for federal service, although this approach was not fully implemented in the slaveholding states that remained in the Union, often tenuously. Initially the supply of volunteers outstripped the government’s capacity for organizing them. The Union’s male population of military age approached 5 million, providing a healthy reservoir from which to draw.

The final component of the U.S. military establishment, the state militias, played important and often controversial roles. State militias provided the first citizen-soldiers called to federal service and also often formed the nucleus of the first regiments raised for the new volunteer army. In western states and territories, state troops, some federalized and some not, replaced the regulars who had been called to the East, garrisoning forts and patrolling the frontier. State troops formed the bulk of the forces that conducted devastating punitive campaigns against the Sioux in Minnesota, the Navajos in the Southwest, and the Cheyennes in Colorado. State troops also guarded important sites within their states, such as arsenals, railroad facilities, and prisons.

The war’s insatiable appetite for manpower brought a call for 300,000 more volunteers in July 1862. After the initial enthusiasm waned, the government offered bounties to promote enlistment. Eventually, however, the government turned to conscription to fill manpower needs.

Furthermore, the Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863, allowed the government to tap the African American population for military service. On May 22, 1863, the War Department created the Bureau of Colored Troops to supervise the recruitment and training of African Americans. The resultant organization, the United States Colored Troops (USCT), consisted of all-black regiments and was staffed almost entirely by white officers and added some 180,000 to 200,000 men to the volunteer army over the final two years of the war.

In the prewar army, the principal combat unit was the company. Regiments, which were usually divided among numerous posts, consisted of 10 companies. During the Civil War, almost all of the regular regiments were re-formed and transferred to the active theaters of war to serve in the large field armies along with volunteer regiments. Regular and USCT regiments carried traditional numerical designations (such as 1st U.S. Infantry, 10th U.S. Colored Infantry), while the far more numerous volunteer regiments were identified by number and state (e.g., 1st New York Cavalry). The War Department never devised an adequate system for replenishing the state regiments; depleted regiments simply disappeared or were consolidated as governors turned out new regiments. In the more populous states, the numbers of regiments created reached three digits.

For the large field armies that the war demanded, regiments were formed into brigades, by state if possible. Two or more brigades made up a division, two or more divisions made up a corps, and a major field army usually contained several corps. There were exceptions to this organization in both smaller armies and larger forces. The Army of West Virginia during the Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1864 consisted initially of only two divisions, hardly a small corps, while during the Fredericksburg Campaign of December 1862, the giant Army of the Potomac employed three Grand Divisions of two corps each. During the course of the war, the federal government fielded 16 organizations designated as armies, some of which were armies in name only, reflecting simply the units assigned to a given military department.

Federal armies usually derived their names from the department in which they were intended to operate; armies were normally named for the most prominent body of water in the region. Among the major field armies in the eastern theater were the Army of the Potomac, the short-lived Army of Virginia, the Army of the James, and the Army of the Shenandoah. The Army of the Tennessee, the Army of the Cumberland, the Army of the Ohio, and the Army of the Gulf were among the important commands in the western theater. During the final months of the war, the United States employed what were in effect army groups, although that term was not an official designation. Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s force arrayed against Richmond and Petersburg included the Army of the Potomac, the Army of the James, and the Army of the Shenandoah. Major General William T. Sherman’s command during the 1864 Atlanta Campaign consisted of the Army of the Tennessee, the Army of the Cumberland, and the Army of the Ohio.

Field armies were commanded by major generals, the highest grade authorized for most of the war (Ulysses S. Grant was promoted to lieutenant general when he assumed the position of general in chief); major generals also usually headed the army corps and frequently divisions as well, while brigadiers or colonels led brigades. General officers in both the regular and volunteer establishments were appointed by the president and confirmed by the Senate. Colonels commanding the volunteer regiments were appointed by the governors of the various states.

Until his death, President Lincoln vigorously exercised his authority as commander in chief. After January 1862 he enjoyed the administrative talents of Secretary of War Edwin Stanton. The two worked tirelessly to identify capable leaders and were frequently disappointed, especially in the East. For much of the war, Lincoln and Stanton coordinated military activity through a commanding general, first Scott, then Major General George B. McClellan, and beginning in July 1862 Major General Henry Halleck. In March 1864 Grant assumed overall command of the Armies of the United States and thereafter directed the war with the assistance of Halleck in the War Department, who in effect became his chief of staff responsible for day-to-day administration.

In addition to the field forces, the army also manned the various bureaus and staff corps: the Adjutant General’s Department, the Inspector General’s Department, the Judge Advocate General’s Department, the Quartermaster Department, the Subsistence Department, the Medical Department, the Paymaster General’s Department, the Corps of Engineers, the Corps of Topographical Engineers (until 1863), the Ordnance Department, and the Signal Corps. Despite severe growing pains, incompetence, and corruption, these departments by midwar had accomplished a monumental feat, delivering material and logistical support for a huge and far-flung military. As the war progressed and the needs increased, almost every staff department kept pace.

At the close of the war, the Armies of the United States contained more than 1 million men, one of the largest, best-equipped, and most experienced military forces to that point in history. At least 2.3 million men had served the Union, almost 50 percent of the military-age male population. Overall during the course of the war, some 360,000 Union soldiers lost their lives, 110,000 of whom were killed in action or died of wounds.
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Armistead, Lewis Addison

Birth Date: February 18, 1817

Death Date: July 5, 1863

Confederate officer. Lewis Addison Armistead was born on February 18, 1817, in New Bern, North Carolina. He came from a prominent family; his father was a high-ranking U.S. Army officer, and his grandfather was a U.S. congressman. Armistead enrolled at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1834 but had only a short and troubled stay there. He experienced academic problems, especially in French, and smashed a mess hall plate over the head of fellow cadet Jubal A. Early, who would go on to become a celebrated Confederate general. The latter event brought about Armistead’s expulsion. Nevertheless, upon the intervention of his father, Armistead was given a commission as a second lieutenant in the 6th U.S. Infantry in 1839.

Armistead saw action in Florida during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), where he earned a reputation for bravery and the respect of his men. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1844. During the Mexican-American War, he fought in Major General Winfield Scott’s army during its advance from Veracruz to Mexico City. Armistead distinguished himself at the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco, earning a brevet promotion to captain in 1847. During the Battle of Chapultepec (September 13, 1847), he was one of the first to leap into the deep trench surrounding Chapultepec Castle. He immediately began scaling the fortress’s high walls, exhorting others to follow him, when he was seriously wounded. For his bravery at Chapultepec and the earlier Battle of Molino del Ray, he was brevetted major.

After the war, Armistead served mainly in the American West; in 1855 he was promoted to permanent captain. When the Civil War began, he cast his lot with the Confederacy, resigning his U.S. Army commission in May 1861. He then became colonel of the 57th Virginia Infantry, a post he held until April 1, 1862, when he became a brigadier general. Armistead performed well at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) under General Robert E. Lee. Armistead also took part in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). During the Antietam Campaign (September 3–17, 1862) in Maryland, Armistead served as Lee’s provost marshal, a demanding post because of heavy desertions, and was wounded during the Battle of Antietam. At the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Armistead commanded a brigade in Major General George Pickett’s division.

On July 2, 1863, Armistead and his brigade arrived at Gettysburg. The next day they took part in Pickett’s ill-fated charge against the center of the Union line. Armistead reached a stone fence on Cemetery Ridge with approximately 100 other Confederates. Determined to take a Union artillery battery, he fell badly wounded by three bullets. Transported to a nearby Union field hospital, he died there on July 5, 1863.
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Arms Manufacturing

In 1860 the United States contained a variety of federal, state, and privately owned arsenals and armories in both the North and the South, including the Springfield Arsenal in Massachusetts and the Harpers Ferry Arsenal in Virginia. Arms depots in the Deep South were lost to the Union immediately on secession, and other facilities, such as Harpers Ferry, soon followed with the secession of Virginia and other border states.

The North possessed the tremendous advantage of 85 percent of U.S. prewar manufacturing capacity. Still, the North was hardly prepared for the huge wastage of the world’s first industrial war, and it took considerable time to shift factories to arms manufacture from civilian production. Although the army had adopted the rifled musket in the 1850s, in April 1861 of more than 437,000 shoulder arms, only 40,000 were the newest model 1855 rifles or rifled muskets. The remaining pieces were smoothbores of varying calibers.

Nearly all of the new weapons were in the Springfield Armory in Massachusetts, and they were thus safe from Confederate seizure. Still, the requirement for large numbers of modern firearms forced the Ordnance Department to purchase weapons overseas during the first two years of the war. After some initial poor purchases that brought inferior weapons in varying calibers, the department settled on a standard .58-caliber rifle of the Enfield design. During the war, the U.S. government purchased more than 1.1 million shoulder arms from firms in Britain, Austria, Prussia, France, Saxony, and Belgium. Of these, some 436,000 were the Enfield design.

The government also contracted with private manufacturers in the United States to supplement production by the Ordnance Department’s Springfield Armory. Many of these manufacturers experienced difficulties fulfilling their contracts, but Colt, Remington, Alfred Jenks & Sons, Providence Tool Co., and Lamson, Goodman and Yale, among other firms, produced more than 333,000 arms during the war. As the U.S. military adapted to changing technologies, it encountered another difficulty—the distribution of weapons according to priority and type. Critics have focused on the demonstrable inefficiency of the Ordnance Department as a reason for the lack of proper arms going to the proper troops. While that argument has some merit, the answer is more complicated.

The first wartime chief of the Ordnance Department, Brigadier General James W. Ripley, was subjected to immediate pressure from all sides as political leaders sought to have units from their states receive the best arms first. The department was also utterly unprepared for either the dramatic surge in activity required for the war or the changes in technology then in progress. Ripley also actively opposed new weaponry.

A controversy arose over breech-loading versus muzzle-loading weapons. Although the first American breechloader, the Hall rifle, was patented in 1811, most infantry weapons during the Civil War were muzzleloaders. Later breechloaders, such as the Sharps rifle and the Spencer carbine, permitted a much higher rate of fire than the standard muzzle-loading musket. There was strong opposition by many senior officers, however, who did not believe that the breechloader would meet the army’s needs. Many officers believed that the high rate of fire would result in loss of discipline and wastage of ammunition. The brass-cased ammunition was also heavier. Ripley had designed the standard infantry rifled musket while commanding the Springfield Arsenal, and he therefore preferred it when he became chief of the Ordnance Department. He allowed carbines for mounted units and some specialized units because of their ease in reloading but refused widespread issue to the infantry. Inconsistencies such as this bedeviled the Union Army throughout the war.

In 1861 the Union possessed a half dozen foundries that could produce the heaviest guns. Among the most prominent Northern foundries were the South Boston Foundry, the West Point Foundry, the Phoenix Iron Company, and the Eagle Foundry. Northern production of heavy guns more than met the needs of both the army and the navy.

The South faced a far more daunting situation. A basic question often posed is how the Confederacy lasted as long as it did, given the overwhelming manufacturing advantages possessed by the Union. Small arms were fairly easily produced. Colonel Josiah Gorgas proved to be a highly effective chief of ordnance, but at the beginning of the war he could count fewer than 160,000 small arms of a bewildering number of types, including both shoulder weapons and pistols. Only 20,000 of these were rifles, and many were percussion and flintlock muskets. Gorgas could also claim 650 guns, mortars, and howitzers.

The Confederates did capture the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry early in the war. Although the withdrawing Union troops set fire to the facility, the Southerners were able to utilize many of the parts of weapons already produced and virtually all the machinery, which they promptly removed to Richmond.

Only one facility in the South, the Tredegar Iron Works at Richmond, could cast the heaviest guns, but in 1863 the Confederates opened a new works at Selma, Alabama, to manufacture large guns for the navy. The Confederates were also fortunate in securing a considerable quantity of heavy guns in the capture of the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard in April 1861. The largest prewar navy yard, it yielded nearly 1,200 heavy guns ranging from 32-pounders to XI-inch Dahlgrens. Many of these were soon shipped to various points in the South for coastal defense.

As with the Union, the Confederate government purchased weapons overseas, often in competition with U.S. government buyers, and shipped them to the South through the Union blockade. Gorgas was able to import more than 400,000 arms during the war, some 60 percent of his requirements. The South’s ability to purchase the required items abroad was hampered, however, because of a paucity of capital, the Union blockade, and the determined neutrality of many European nations. The South also secured a number of arms through capture and never lost a battle for want of weapons.

The Union blockade became increasingly effective as the war continued. Thus, although the Confederate Ordnance Department built a new large armory in Macon, Georgia, to house machinery to make Enfield rifles, the machinery never made it through the blockade. Gorgas ordered the machinery from the Richmond Armory to be moved to Macon as Richmond fell, but the war ended before it had arrived. Gorgas’s efforts to harness the considerable natural resources of the South suffered not only a lack of machinery but also a deteriorating railroad system (at best only adequate in 1861 and inadequate thereafter) and problems in securing skilled manpower.
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Armstrong, Frank Crawford

Birth Date: November 22, 1835

Death Date: September 8, 1909

Confederate officer. Born on November 22, 1835, on the Choctaw Agency in Indian Territory (today Oklahoma), Frank Crawford Armstrong was the son of a regular army officer who served as agent to the Choctaws and died when Armstrong was very young. Armstrong’s stepfather was Brevet Major General Persifor Frazer Smith, a hero of the Mexican-American War. After graduating from Holy Cross Academy in Massachusetts, Armstrong went with his stepfather on an expedition to New Mexico in 1854. He handled himself well in a skirmish with Native American forces and in 1855 was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 2nd Dragoons, rising to first lieutenant in 1859 and to captain in 1861.

During the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Armstrong led a company of dragoons on the Union side. However, his heart lay with the Confederate cause, and he resigned his commission shortly thereafter. He served as a volunteer aide-de-camp to Confederate brigadier generals Benjamin McCulloch and James McIntosh before entering the Confederate Army as a lieutenant. In May 1862 Armstrong was elected colonel of the 3rd Louisiana Infantry Regiment.

In July 1862, based largely on Armstrong’s excellent performance to that point, Major General Sterling Price appointed him an acting brigadier general in charge of the cavalry for the Army of the West. Armstrong helped to cover Price’s retreat from the Battle of Iuka (September 19, 1862) and he saw action in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). In a series of subsequent western campaigns, he led brigades under Major General Joseph Wheeler, Brigadier General James R. Chalmers, and Lieutenant General Stephen D. Lee. Armstrong’s admirable service, especially his raids on Cortland, Alabama, on July 25, 1862, and another into western Tennessee in August, earned him a promotion to brigadier general to rank from January 23, 1863.

Armstrong commanded a cavalry brigade in several actions in Tennessee and led a division under Brigadier General Nathan B. Forrest at Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and under Major General William T. Martin in the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). In March 1864 he assumed command of a cavalry brigade, which he led during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and into middle Tennessee, where he once again fell under Forrest’s command. After covering the retreat of General John Bell Hood’s Army of Tennessee following its defeat at Nashville (December 15–16), Armstrong’s brigade remained in the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. On April 2, 1865, when General Forrest yielded Selma, Alabama, Armstrong was at his side. Armstrong and his command surrendered near Mobile on May 4.

Following the war, Armstrong went to the American Southwest, eventually taking a management position with the Texas Overland Mail Service. He also served as a U.S. Indian inspector from 1885 to 1889 and as assistant commissioner of Indian Affairs from 1893 to 1895. Armstrong died in Bar Harbor, Maine, on September 8, 1909.
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Armstrong, James

Birth Date: January 17, 1794

Death Date: August 25, 1868

U.S. Navy officer. James Armstrong was born in Shelbyville, Kentucky, on January 17, 1794. He received a midshipman’s warrant on November 15, 1809, and was promoted to lieutenant on April 27, 1816; to commander on March 3, 1825; and to captain on September 8, 1841. Armstrong, promoted to commodore, commanded the East India Squadron in Chinese waters in 1855 during the Second Opium War. In poor health, he soon returned to the United States.

When Florida seceded from the Union, Armstrong was commanding the small Pensacola Navy Yard. On January 12, 1861, he surrendered the yard to Florida state forces. U.S. forces then withdrew to Fort Pickens, which they held throughout the war. Armstrong was brought before a court-martial in Washington, D.C., that March on charges of dereliction of duty, disobedience of orders, and conduct unbecoming an officer. Found guilty, he was suspended from duty for a period of five years.

Commodore Armstrong retired from the navy on April 4, 1867. He died on August 25, 1868, reportedly while living in Massachusetts.
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Armstrong, James F.

Birth Date: November 20, 1817

Death Date: April 19, 1873

Union naval officer. James F. Armstrong was born in New Jersey on November 20, 1817. He was appointed a midshipman on March 7, 1832. His first service was in the ship of the line Delaware in the Mediterranean Squadron. In 1837 he transferred to the West India squadron. He was promoted to passed midshipman on June 23, 1838, and to lieutenant on December 8, 1842. Assignments at sea and ashore followed.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Armstrong assumed command of the converted warship Sumter in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. Promoted to commander on June 8, 1861, he served in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron in command of the converted steamer State of Georgia. One of the most successful of Union blockade ship commanders, during the war Armstrong captured a half dozen Confederate blockade-runners. He also participated in the capture of Fort Macon, North Carolina (April 25, 1862). He was promoted to captain on July 16, 1862. In 1864 he commanded the screw frigate San Jacinto in the East Gulf Coast Squadron and then commanded the Pensacola Navy Yard.

Promoted to captain on September 27, 1866, Armstrong was placed on the reserve list on April 4, 1867. In 1871 he was reinstated and was detailed to command the Mare Island Navy Yard in California. He again retired on September 2, 1872. Armstrong died in New Haven, Connecticut, on April 19, 1873.
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Armstrong Gun

Rifled artillery piece. In the mid-19th century, the world’s major military powers experimented with rifled artillery. The British produced three rifled guns that saw service in the Civil War, including the Armstrong, the Blakely, and the Whitworth. Probably the most accurate rifled gun of the period was the breechloader developed by Englishman William George Armstrong (1810–1900). He designed a prototype in 1854 that was manufactured the next year. The breech unscrewed for loading. Following the success of the prototype gun, a larger gun was manufactured. Armstrong guns were formed of tubes of wrought iron wrapped in a spiral coil around a mandrel. All joints were welded. Each successive tube was machined, and then the next one was added in similar fashion. Later Armstrong guns utilized the main tube of steel, although wrought iron continued to be used for the reinforcing rings. Armstrong guns were quite expensive to manufacture.

In 1858, the British army adopted the Armstrong gun, and the next year the Elswick Ordnance Company undertook its manufacture. Armstrong himself was later knighted and made superintendent of the Naval Gun Foundry. The large Armstrong breechloaders were not as successful as his muzzleloaders and were subsequently converted to muzzleloaders, with the breech mechanism replaced with a solid block. Projectiles were fitted with studs to fill the grooves (3 to 10) of the rifling.
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The English Armstrong 8-inch rifled gun at Fort Fisher, North Carolina. The most important of the guns guarding the approach to the port of Wilmington, it was captured on the fall of Fort Fisher to Union forces on January 15, 1865. Today the gun is in the collection of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. (Library of Congress)

Armstrong guns appeared in a wide variety of sizes: 2.5-inch (6-pounder), 3-inch (12-pounder), 3.75-inch (20-pounder), 4.75-inch (40-pounder), 6.4-inch (70-pounder), 7-inch (110-pounder), 8-inch (150-pounder), 10-inch (300-pounder), and 13.3-inch (600-pounder).

The Confederacy secured a number of Armstrongs, although the exact number and type are unknown. Six Armstrong field guns, probably the 3-inch (12-pounder) type—five of which survive—were acquired near the end of the war but did not see combat. Perhaps the best-known Armstrong weapon in America is the 8-inch (150-pounder) gun manufactured in 1864 and captured at Fort Fisher, North Carolina, by Union forces in January 1865. Mounted on its original carriage, it weighs 15,373 pounds and is in the collection of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point.
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Army Organization, CSA

The Provisional Army of the Confederate States was formed by an act of the Confederate Congress passed on February 28, 1861. As with all of its other governmental entities, the Confederate States of America modeled its army after the organization of the United States. The primary army unit was the infantry regiment, authorized with 10 companies of 100 men each, although few units achieved this strength, and virtually none could maintain it. At the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), the average strength of a Confederate infantry regiment was only 334 men. Cavalry regiments officially had 12 companies. Nearly all Confederate field artillery companies or batteries had four cannon served by about 100 men.

During the war, the Confederacy created a regular army consisting of 2 regiments of cavalry, 8 regiments of infantry, 1 regiment of Zouaves, and 1 corps of artillery. The provisional army was the main fighting force and consisted of volunteer units raised by the various states, including 642 infantry regiments and 137 cavalry regiments plus 16 artillery regiments and 227 batteries. The Confederates had a rigid system of departmental commands and districts that often did not cooperate with one another or with the field armies that operated within their boundaries.

At the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), the two Confederate armies consisted of 12 independent brigades. Each brigade consisted of two to six regiments of infantry and one or two batteries of artillery. A regiment of cavalry was held in reserve, while another was scattered among six brigades.

In early 1862, the Confederate army in Virginia was organized into 6 divisions for the defense of Richmond, with 2 to 6 brigades per division. Two wing commanders each commanded 2 divisions, and a reserve commander had 2 divisions. Most brigades were still a mix of infantry regiments and artillery batteries, but now there was an additional artillery reserve of 14 batteries, and all but 1 of the 8 cavalry regiments were in a separate brigade.

Because of officer losses and administrative changes, over the next year the Army of Northern Virginia was repeatedly reorganized. Corps structure replaced the wing commands, with two and then three corps eventually consisting of three divisions per corps. Artillery was grouped with four to six batteries of 16 to 24 guns in battalions under the control of divisions and corps. Cavalry ultimately became a separate corps, including horse artillery. Cavalry in the West often served in an independent role, sometimes quite removed from the main field armies.

Although the Army of Northern Virginia was smaller than its Union counterpart, Confederate divisions were usually larger because they had four to five brigades each, compared to only two or three brigades in Union divisions. This also meant that a Confederate corps was larger than a Union corps in the East.

These differences between the opposing armies were less pronounced in the West, where from the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) forward, both sides usually used divisions and brigades of approximately equal sizes in the main field armies, although the Confederates were the first to employ corps. Confederate artillery in the Army of Tennessee was not organized into battalions until early 1864.
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Army Organization, U.S.

When hostilities began in the Civil War, the U.S. Army numbered 16,367 men. This force was scattered among 198 understrength companies of about 80 men each, with 183 companies stationed in small posts west of the Mississippi River. Five companies were located in coastal fortifications in the South.

During the Civil War, the U.S. Regular Army increased to 19 infantry regiments, 6 cavalry regiments, and 5 regiments of artillery consisting of 12 companies or batteries per regiment, with each battery equipped with 6 guns. For the war, the various loyal states were called upon to raise regiments for federal service, which were organized as the U.S. Volunteers. In all, they contributed 2,144 infantry regiments, 61 heavy artillery regiments, 272 cavalry regiments, 13 engineer regiments, 9 light infantry battalions, and 432 artillery batteries.

Infantry regiments were supposed to have 10 companies of 100 men each, while cavalry regiments were supposed to have 12 companies each. Many Union regiments nearly achieved their authorized full strength when they were initially organized. However, instead of providing replacements for existing units, completely new regiments and batteries were created, and attrition through disease, desertion, and battlefield losses quickly reduced the average size of regiments. At the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), the average strength of a Union infantry regiment was only 304 men.

The United States employed a territorial system of administrative departments and divisions, the borders of which changed with new army commands and as Southern territory was captured. These departments were not simply administrative in nature; most included a field force. In 1864 the Division of the Mississippi, commanded by Major General William T. Sherman, contained three armies during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2).

At the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), the armies were organized into divisions, with each division consisting of two to four brigades and with three to four infantry regiments per brigade. If available, one or two batteries of artillery were attached to the brigades. The Union began the war with fewer cavalry units than did the Confederates, and these few regiments were either held in reserve or dispersed to serve as couriers or on guard duty.

Corps organization was incorporated in the eastern theater in March 1862 and in the western theater by December 1862. During the war, 43 corps were established in the Union Army, with a corps usually containing 2 to 4 divisions. During the Fredericksburg Campaign of December 1862, the Army of the Potomac employed Grand Divisions, with 2 corps in each.

A major change in U.S. field armies during the war was the reorganization of artillery batteries into brigades of three to eight batteries, initially assigned to divisions. By the time of the Battle of Gettysburg, one artillery brigade was attached to each of the seven corps, and five artillery brigades were grouped into an army reserve. In the western theater, artillery batteries were still parceled out to brigades or to divisions piecemeal until the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), when they were gathered into an artillery reserve for each corps. For the Atlanta Campaign, the three corps of the Army of the Cumberland each had one artillery brigade, and two additional artillery batteries were attached to each of its nine divisions.

U.S. cavalry forces grew from just one battalion of seven companies at the First Battle of Bull Run to several cavalry corps in the West and the East, operating in divisions of two to four brigades, with each brigade consisting of two to five cavalry regiments plus attached horse artillery that was grouped into a separate artillery brigade in the East.
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Artillery, Land, CSA

Upon secession, the South faced numerous obstacles in procuring and manufacturing ordnance of any kind. Originally, the Southern states appropriated some 1,750 artillery pieces when they seized various federal installations within their borders. Most of these weapons, however, were obsolescent smoothbore seacoast and siege guns that were unsuitable for field use and inadequate for use against the federal ironclads that were soon to emerge. At the beginning of the war, the Confederacy possessed only about 400 outdated field guns and howitzers, most owned by various military schools and local militia units. During the early months of the war, the Southern armies were thus often forced to equip themselves with artillery through capture, thereby securing more than 250 pieces in actions in Virginia and Kentucky.

Brigadier General Josiah Gorgas, a Pennsylvania native and an 1841 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, served as the Confederacy’s chief of ordnance throughout the war. Gorgas applied his considerable talents and energy to establishing five government ordnance foundries as well as coordinating the operations of numerous private concerns. The South’s only large cannon foundry, the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond, Virginia, as well as the nearby Bellona Foundry had produced ordnance for the federal government before the war yet had relied on the North for machinery and raw materials. Still, despite limited iron and copper supplies and a lack of modern machinery and skilled labor, Southern foundries proved highly resourceful in providing the South’s armies with cannons of all types. Soon after secession, the Confederate government began establishing arsenals to modernize existing pieces and cast new artillery. In addition, numerous private foundries turned from making civilian products and began casting ordnance. As domestic ordnance production slowly increased, Confederate agents also contracted with European manufacturers to procure some of the most advanced artillery pieces of the period. Owing to the capture of foundries, a lack of skilled labor, and the Northern blockade, the Southern ordnance system never approached the North’s in the numbers and quality of pieces produced during the war.

Although soon abandoned by most Northern batteries, obsolescent bronze pieces such as the Pattern 1841 6-pounder gun, 12-pounder mountain howitzer, 12-pounder howitzer, and 12-pounder gun remained in limited Confederate service throughout the war. A number of Southern artillerists, having seen service in Mexico, retained a respect for the older pieces and saw no reason to replace them in exchange for newer untried designs. Confederate founders thus continued to cast possibly as many as 200 6-pounder guns in both iron and bronze through much of the war. The standard 6-pounder gun tube had a 3.67-inch bore, was 65.6 inches in length, and weighed 884 pounds.

The bronze Pattern 1857 12-pounder Napoleon gun, however, was one of the most versatile and popular fieldpieces used by either side during the Civil War. Based on a French design credited to Emperor Napoleon III, the Pattern 1857 was often referred to as a gun-howitzer for its ability to fire solid shot and canister at a flat trajectory as well as explosive shell at a high angle. Its 66-inch smoothbore gun tube was bored to 4.62 inches and, loaded with a 2.5-pound charge, could fire a 12.3-pound solid shot 1,619 yards.

Confederate gunners served both captured Union and Southern-manufactured Napoleons during the war. Southern foundries, including the Tredegar and the Augusta, Macon, Columbus, and Charleston Arsenals, cast approximately 630 bronze Napoleons, with the majority lacking the muzzle swell that was standard on the similar Northern design. Owing to copper shortages in the South, the foundries also manufactured a number of cast-iron Napoleons that, although 12-pounders, more closely resembled Parrott rifles in their appearance and construction.

Confederate artillerists also used a number of the new rifled pieces that began to make their appearance in the mid-1850s, including the Parrott gun developed in the North. The South also imported some of the most outdated as well as most advanced European artillery of the period. During the early months of the war, Confederate agent Major Caleb Huse desperately scoured Europe for essentially anything that would shoot. Some of Huse’s earliest purchases, such as some 17 6-pounders obtained from Austria, were bored somewhat larger than American 6-pounders and required gun crews to wrap an extra layer of canvas around the projectiles for a proper fit. In contrast, the Confederacy also obtained a number of highly advanced English guns designed by Sir Joseph Whitworth. Whitworth rifles of various calibers were manufactured from high-grade steel and iron and, owing to their unique hexagonal rifling system, were capable of extremely accurate long-range fire of up to six miles.
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Sketch of a 12-pounder Napoleon, in Virginia in August 1863. This bronze smoothbore gun, pulled by a six-horse team and named for French emperor Napoleon III, was the workhorse field piece, North and South, of the Civil War. (Library of Congress)
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Artillery, Land, U.S.

Civil War land artillery was classified according to its purpose, size, and weight of its projectile. The lightest classification—field artillery—was designed for rapid deployment on the battlefield and included 6-, 10-, and 12-pounders. Siege and garrison artillery was less mobile and included 20-, 24-, 30-, 32-, and 42-pounders. The heaviest class, that of seacoast artillery, included behemoths capable of firing up to 200-pound or larger projectiles.

Although soon abandoned by most Northern artillery batteries, obsolescent bronze pieces such as the Pattern 1841 6-pounder gun, 12-pounder howitzer, and 12-pounder gun saw some service early in the war. As Northern foundries began to increase production, however, they manufactured more advanced pieces capable of firing much more accurately at long ranges and with more lethal effect. The Pattern 1841 12-pounder mountain howitzer and various mortars, including the Pattern 1834 24-pounder coehorn mortar, however, were used throughout the war and, in the case of the mountain howitzer, during the later Indian Wars as well.

The federal government cast 279 bronze Pattern 1834 24-pounder coehorn mortars. The coehorn tube weighed 164 pounds, was 16.32 inches in length, and was cast with a muzzle ring and a broad reinforcing band around its center. Its total weight with its solid wood bed was just under 300 pounds, and although two men could maneuver the piece, a four-man crew was most efficient. The standard projectile was a 17-pound explosive shell that required a half-pound powder charge to reach 1,200 yards at 45-degree elevation.

Firing the same ammunition as the standard 12-pounder howitzer, the compact Pattern 1841 12-pounder mountain howitzer was designed to combine maximum firepower with minimal weight. The barrel of the mountain howitzer was essentially a thin-walled straight bronze tube with small muzzle and breech rings. Only 37 inches long and weighing 220 pounds, it was mounted on a lightweight carriage that could be drawn by a single draft animal or disassembled to be carried by two pack animals. Owing to its limited range, the mountain howitzer was highly vulnerable to counterbattery fire and was not suitable to open engagements. Sometimes known by its crews as the “bull pup,” it was, however, ideal for the mountainous and wild terrain of the western theater and the frontier. At least 442 mountain howitzers were cast for the federal government by the Ames Manufacturing Company of Chicopee, Massachusetts, and the Cyrus Alger and Company of Boston.

The Pattern 1857 12-pounder Napoleon gun-howitzer was possibly the most popular fieldpiece of the war. Based on a French design credited to Emperor Napoleon III, it was intended to replace the Pattern 1841–1844 6-pounder gun as well as the 12-pounder gun and howitzer. The first U.S. Napoleons were cast by the N. P. Ames foundry in Chicopee, Massachusetts, in 1857. Closely resembling the French model, they were cast with the two handles, or dolphins, similar to those of the earlier U.S. Pattern 1841–1844 12-pounders. In 1861 the dolphins were abandoned, and the gun tube was shortened and lightened to 1,227 pounds. Although technically a gun owing to its capability of firing solid shot and canister at a flat trajectory, the Napoleon was often termed a gun-howitzer, as it could also fire explosive shell. Its 66-inch smoothbore bronze gun tube was bored to 4.62 inches and, loaded with a 2.5-pound charge, was capable of firing a 12.3-pound solid shot 1,619 yards. The Napoleon, however, was especially prized for its ability to fire canister rounds packed with 27 iron balls—a very lethal antipersonnel loading when doubled at extremely close ranges. Overall, such foundries as Alger, Ames, Revere, Henry N. Hooper, and Greenwood manufactured some 1,156 Napoleons for the federal government during the war.

A number of new rifled pieces began to make their appearance in the mid-1850s and saw extensive service in the Civil War. Designed by New Yorker Robert Parker Parrott and Dr. John Braham Read of Alabama, the Parrott gun incorporated a cast-iron gun tube reinforced with a wrought-iron band around its breech. Parrott’s first field rifle—the 2.9-inch Army Pattern 1861 10-pounder, was eventually superseded by the 3-inch Pattern 1863, which was cast without the earlier pattern’s muzzle swell. The slight change in caliber was deemed necessary to allow for more interchangeability of ammunition between Parrotts and other rifled field guns then in service. The 3-inch Parrott was capable of accurate fire of up to about 1,900 yards. The federal government purchased more than 500 Parrotts, with numerous others going to various state units. Although accurate and relatively inexpensive to manufacture, the Parrott was not without faults. Owing to the brittle nature of its cast-iron construction, it was somewhat prone to bursting at the muzzle upon firing, and its 10-pound projectile was less lethal than the 12-pound Napoleon round. Still, Parrott’s West Point Iron and Cannon Foundry of Cold Spring, New York, manufactured nearly 2,000 of his guns in a number of calibers, including 3-inch (10-pounder), 3.67-inch (20-pounder), and 4.2-inch (30-pounder) as well as heavy 6.4-inch (100-pounder), 8-inch (200-pounder), and 10-inch (300-pounder) guns. The most notorious Parrott was an 8-inch 200-pounder known as the “Swamp Angel” that shelled Charleston, South Carolina, on August 22–23, 1863, before bursting on its 36th round.

Adopted by the Ordnance Department in 1861, the 3-inch 10-pounder Ordnance rifle was the most advanced rifled fieldpiece of the war. Owing to its wrought-iron construction, the Ordnance rifle was much more durable than the Parrott and boasted superior accuracy. The Ordnance rifle was patented by John Griffen in 1855 and slightly modified by Samuel J. Reeves of the Phoenix Iron Company in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, where the majority of the Ordnance rifles were manufactured. Extremely popular among the crews that received them, some 1,000 Ordnance rifles entered federal service and made up possibly as much as 41 percent of all Union pieces at Gettysburg. With a maximum range of 1,830 yards, the Ordnance rifle was usually loaded with Hotchkiss and Schenkl–patent projectiles but also accepted Parrott and Confederate projectile designs.

A less successful design, the James rifle, was patented by one-term U.S. senator and major general of the Rhode Island State Militia Charles Tillinghast James. The standard James rifle was a bronze 3.67-inch (14-pounder) and was manufactured in 1861 and 1862 by the Ames Manufacturing Company of Chicopee, Massachusetts. James’s unique rifling system consisted of deeply cut lands and grooves that gained in twist as they reached the muzzle. James also patented a special projectile that incorporated a cylindrical hollow base section cast with a number of lengthwise slanting slots. These were filled with lead, and the whole base section was covered with tin and a greased canvas sheath. In theory, the pressure generated by the gun’s firing pushed the lead outward in the slots to engage the bore’s rifling. The James rifle failed to gain popularity owing to a number of factors. When new, the deeply cut rifling was difficult to clean, and occasionally smoldering powder bag remnants remained in the bore after sponging—a dangerous situation while loading. Repeated use also wore down the soft bronze bore’s lands and thus rendered the pieces progressively less accurate with each firing. The James rifle’s final downfall lay in the design of its projectile. In early actions, the James projectile quickly evidenced a tendency to fling off its soft lead sabot as it left the gun’s muzzle, thus spraying friendly troops with deadly fragments.

Norman Wiard, the U.S. Army’s superintendent of ordnance stores, manufactured a limited number of his 6- and 10-pounder Wiard rifles at his Trenton, New Jersey, foundry. Cast of low-carbon semisteel, the Wiard rifle was cast without a cascabel knob and exhibited a straight profile from its hemispherical breech to the trunnions, where it tapered dramatically to the muzzle. The Wiard rifle performed well, however, and its patented carriage allowed a higher elevation than the standard mounts of the period.

With the exception of mortars, siege and garrison artillery was usually mounted on large, robust carriages similar to those of the field artillery. The larger mortars were of iron and required heavy equipment to be transported and positioned on their heavy cast-iron beds. These included the Pattern 1840 8- and 10-inch siege mortars as well as the massive 10-, 12-, and 13-inch seacoast pieces. About 162 13-inch Pattern 1861 seacoast mortars, each weighing 17,250 pounds, were cast by the Fort Pitt Foundry. The Dictator, the most famous of the 13-inch mortars, was mounted on a railroad flatcar during the Petersburg Campaign and required up to 20 pounds of powder to fire its 204-pound shell.

Heavy siege and garrison artillery used during the war was for the most part of the Pattern 1840 and Pattern 1845 models. Only 20 Pattern 1840 12-pounder siege guns were cast in addition to approximately 52 Pattern 1845 pieces. Both the Pattern 1840 and Pattern 1845 24-pounder gun tubes weighed 5,750 pounds. There was a limited production of the Pattern 1840 and a total production of about 66 Pattern 1845s by the Alger, Tredegar, and West Point foundries. Both the Pattern 1840 and Pattern 1861 siege howitzers required a 4-pound charge to fire a 46-pound shell. The Columbia, Fort Pitt, West Point, and Tredegar foundries cast 50 Pattern 1840 tubes before the adoption of the Pattern 1861. During the war, Tredegar apparently cast about 20 simplified examples of the Pattern 1840 for the Confederacy. The Fort Pitt and Cyrus Alger foundries later manufactured 171 Pattern 1861 pieces utilizing the advanced hollow casting and Rodman cooling technique.

Seacoast cannon made up the largest and most powerful artillery pieces and were designed for permanent installation in coastal fortifications. The major types of seacoast weapons were iron smoothbore pieces and included heavy guns, heavy columbiads, and heavy mortars. Various arsenals cast some 232 Pattern 1840 and Pattern 1845 32-pounder seacoast guns as well as approximately 374 Pattern 1839, 1840, and 1845 42-pounders, all patterns differing only slightly in lathing and finishing. Both Union and Confederate arsenals rifled large numbers of 32- and 42-pounders during the Civil War to allow them to accept new types of ammunition. Seacoast howitzers were manufactured with chambered bores and were designed specifically to fire spherical explosive shell at an arcing trajectory.

The term “columbiad” was apparently originally used as a rather general term to describe any large U.S.-made seacoast artillery piece. By the time of the Civil War, it became a specific term for large-caliber iron artillery capable of firing long-range shell as well as solid shot at a flat trajectory. Early models cast during the 1840s were chambered in the manner of howitzers and were capable of firing shells at a high trajectory as well as solid shot at a flat trajectory. Later columbiads were bored without powder chambers and equipped with an improved elevation system that allowed 39-degree elevation rather than the 15-degree elevation of conventional guns. As the columbiad’s potential became increasingly obvious, seacoast howitzer development was discontinued.

The largest smoothbore guns for land service were those designed by Thomas Jackson Rodman. These employed a special casting technique known as the Rodman process that involved cooling the gun from the inside out by means of a hollow core. Large Confederate guns were cast solid and then bored out. Rodman guns first employed at the breech elevating ratchets, then elevating sockets. Rodman guns appeared in 8-, 10-, 15-, and 20-inch bore sizes. The 8-inch weighed 8,490 pounds, with total wartime production in several types of 213 guns. The Pattern 1861 10-inch weighed 15,050 pounds, and 1,301 were cast. The Pattern 1861 15-inch weighed 50,000 pounds. A total of 323 were cast. Only 2 of the mammoth Pattern 1861 20-inch Rodmans were cast. These weighed 116,497 pounds. In addition, 210 10-inch Rodmans were sleeved to become 8-inch rifles.
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Rodman guns, designed by Union Army artilleryman Thomas J. Rodman, were the heaviest land guns of the Civil War. This 15-inch Rodman is shown mounted at Union Battery Rodgers, Alexandria, Virginia. (National Archives)
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Artillery Practice, Land

The battery was the basic field artillery unit during the Civil War. Although there were variations, owing to such factors as casualties and supply concerns, the standard Union battery consisted of six pieces and their crews, whereas Confederate batteries usually fielded four cannon. Batteries, generally commanded by a captain, were further subdivided into two-piece sections commanded by lieutenants. A single cannon and its limber and caisson along with its crew and drivers made up a platoon under two corporals and a sergeant, known as the “chief of the piece.”

Firing practices and procedures followed by both Union and Confederate gun crews were essentially the same as those of their European counterparts. To facilitate the most efficient loading, individual artillery crewmen performed specific tasks requiring precisely coordinated actions to ensure speed and safety. In grim acknowledgment of the inherent dangers of the profession, artillery manuals often included procedures for shorthanded crews reduced by casualties or accidents.

Each crewman was assigned a number indicating his specific task, with most men being cross-trained to perform multiple duties to compensate for casualties—a very real threat, owing to the long-range accuracy of the infantry’s recently introduced rifled muskets. Equipped with a sponge-rammer at the right of the muzzle, the Number 1 crewman sponged the piece to remove any residual sparks from the bore and then rammed the projectile and charge home. On the left of the muzzle, the Number 2 crewman used an implement consisting of a wood pole ending in a large corkscrew known as a “worm” to clear any obstructions from the bore. He then placed the projectile and charge in the muzzle in preparation for ramming. During these procedures, the Number 3 crewman, stationed to the right of the breech, “stopped” or covered the vent with his leather thumbstall-protected thumb and then pierced the powder bag by ramming a sharpened vent pick down the vent. The Number 4 crewman, at the left of the breech, then inserted a friction primer attached to his lanyard into the vent that he then pulled, firing the gun upon direction from the gunner. The gunner, usually a corporal, was responsible for aiming the piece and determining the range.

Other crewmen included Number 5, who carried the ammunition from the limber to the piece; Number 6, who was in charge of the limber and adjusted the fuses; and Number 7, who handed the round to Number 5. Training was everything, with the loading and firing sequences closely choreographed so that each crewman performed his duty to provide the fastest, most accurate fire possible.

Most artillery fire during the war was by direct-fire technique, that is, firing at targets within the line of sight. A key factor in obtaining accurate direct fire was determining point-blank, that is the point at which the projectile again intersected the axis point of the line between the muzzle and the target. Although fieldpieces were capable of ranges in excess of 2,000 yards, most actions occurred within some 500 yards, with about 300 yards being the absolute maximum for canister.

The aiming or “laying” of the piece, the responsibility of the gunner, consisted of three main movements. The first procedure—traversing—was the movement of the barrel on the horizontal plane to align with the target. Raising or lowering of the barrel on the vertical plane and adjusting the tangent elevation on the vertical to compensate for the projectile’s trajectory to the target completed the laying. Traversing was accomplished by manhandling the carriage, usually by means of handspikes. Final elevation adjustments were accomplished by way of a large threaded elevating screw attached to the carriage at the base of the breech. Gunners had various sighting tools such as quadrants, levels, and the Hausse rear sight, but in intense combat situations requiring rapid fire they were often eschewed in favor of the gunner’s practiced eye.

Under ideal circumstances, a seasoned smoothbore gun crew could sponge, load, and fire its piece in five seconds and produce a rate of fire of eight rounds a minute. This rate could be extended to nine shots a minute if sponging was omitted. Predictably, combat conditions, including the need for accuracy, greatly lowered the rate of fire. Relaying the piece after each shot was also complicated by the weapon’s recoil: a field gun typically jumped back three to four feet after each firing. This required the crew to run up the gun and relay it during the loading process, thus reducing the firing rate to about two rounds a minute for round shot and three rounds a minute for case and shrapnel. As a close-range loading, canister required minimal aiming and could be fired faster.
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Artillery Projectiles, Land

Civil War artillerists crewed both smoothbore and more modern rifled guns that appeared shortly before hostilities. Smoothbore pieces most commonly used spherical projectiles, whereas rifled artillery was loaded with cylindo-conoidal (bullet-shaped) elongated rounds. The wide availability of advanced cannon designs inevitably led to debate among artillerists concerning the relative merits of smoothbore and rifled guns. Conventional wisdom generally held that such pieces as the smoothbore 12-pounder Napoleon gun-howitzer were the ideal weapons for field use. This view held—quite rightly—that 12-pounder smoothbores accepting fixed ammunition were faster to load than the rifled pieces, which required semifixed rounds with separate powder bags. The 12-pounder also fired a larger, more destructive projectile than the usual 10-pounder field rifles, and their spherical shot could be ricocheted across hard ground with deadly effect. Moreover, none could contest the 12-pounder’s superiority as a close-range antipersonnel weapon when loaded with canister rounds.

Spherical projectiles were usually fitted with a wood sabot at their base to which a flannel or serge powder bag could be tied to create a fixed cartridge. The sabot was especially necessary when firing fused projectiles, as it kept the fuse facing forward in the barrel. The most commonly used projectile, solid or round shot, was a simple cast-iron ball. It was most useful in guns when its optimal destructive power was best achieved at a flat trajectory. Round shot was highly effective in battering masonry fortifications and as a long-range antipersonnel loading. Numerous battle accounts record single round shots killing multiple men in densely packed formations and the destructiveness of shots skipped over hard ground into their targets.

The common shell, often known as shell, was primarily a long-range antipersonnel howitzer and mortar projectile made up of a fused hollow cast-iron ball filled with a bursting charge of gunpowder. Gunners most commonly cut the shell’s fuse to cause it to explode over enemy troop formations, raining down shell fragments on the target. The fuses could also be cut to allow the shell to ricochet along the ground and then explode within an enemy troop formation or fortification.

Shrapnel, the invention of its namesake, the English artillerist lieutenant and later general Henry Shrapnel (1761–1842), was a more lethal alternative to the common shell. Shrapnel’s device consisted of a thin-walled hollow iron shell filled with musket balls and a bursting charge. Experiments proved that this arrangement was much more effective than simple shell, as it delivered the musket balls to the target at a high velocity and in a lethally efficient cone-shaped pattern that covered a greater area. The effective range of shrapnel was between 300 and 1,100 yards. Shrapnel also presented the decided advantage of performing well as ammunition for both guns and howitzers.

An ideal close-range antipersonnel loading, the self-descriptive canister round consisted of a cylindrical metal container filled with either lead or iron balls and sealed at either end with a wooden or metal plate. Most canister rounds were fitted with a wood sabot to which a powder bag could be tied to create fixed canister ammunition. Canister effectively converted a fieldpiece into a giant shotgun when loaded with single and even double rounds.

Explosive projectiles required fuses in order to detonate. The simplest fuse consisted of gunpowder bound with gum arabic and contained in an approximately two-inch-long tapered tube made of thick paper. The paper fuses were color coded and stenciled with their burning time in seconds. Shells were fitted with either hammered-in wooden or screw-in brass or copper fuse plugs drilled with a tapered hole to hold the fuse firmly in place. For the most part, paper time fuses were phased out early in the war by the North, whereas, owing to their simplicity, the Confederates used them throughout the conflict.

The U.S. government adopted the Belgian-invented Bormann fuse in the early 1850s. The most successful time fuse of the Civil War, it consisted of a threaded zinc or pewter disk 0.5 inch thick and about 1.5 inches in diameter that screwed into a corresponding hole in the shell. A curving U-shaped channel cast into the interior of the fuse contained a trail of gunpowder that ended in a hole in the disk’s base leading to the shell’s main bursting charge. Raised marks on the face of the fuse were graduated up to 5.5 seconds, allowing for accurate time setting. To set the fuse, a crewman punched a hole in the fuse face at the appropriate setting with a special tool, thus allowing the piece’s ignition to fire the powder trail. Both the Union and the Confederacy used Bormann fuses in spherical shells and, in rare cases, rifled projectiles. Confederate-manufactured examples were predictably less reliable than their Northern counterparts.

Numerous inventors also patented various types of percussion fuses for rifled projectiles that were intended to detonate on impact. Charles James, inventor of the cannon and projectiles that bore his name, also patented an early percussion fuse. The James fuse employed a free-floating internal metal striker as well as a percussion cap. Upon firing, the forward movement of the projectile kept the striker to the rear of the fuse, whereas impact caused it to fly violently forward, firing the percussion cap against the brass anvil in the fuse’s nose. Although reasonably effective in ideal circumstances, the James fuse was dangerously sensitive and could detonate prematurely from rough handling or during loading.

Other designs proved much more reliable and safer to use than the James fuse. Andrew Hotchkiss and his brother Benjamin patented a number of shells and fuses that proved very effective, as did John P. Schenkl of Boston and Robert P. Parrott. All such improved fuses incorporated various devices, such as wires or screws that held the striker safely in place before being sheared off upon impact.

Dozens of other rifle projectile patents were registered in both the North and the South and saw various degrees of use. Named for their inventors, these included the Absterdam, Archer, Brooke, Braun, Burton, Dahlgren, Dyer, Ellsworth, Harding, Mullane, Read, Sawyer, and Wiard projectiles. Although fusing and construction were key to such patents’ claims, sabot design was very often their distinctive feature. Rifled artillery sabots performed a distinctly different role from that of smoothbore weapons. Smoothbore projectile sabots were of wood and were intended to secure the powder bag and keep the fuse correctly positioned. Their purpose accomplished, such wooden sabots usually disintegrated upon leaving the muzzle of the piece. In contrast, the sabots of rifle projectiles were designed to grip the bore’s rifling and impart the stabilizing spin needed for accuracy and range. The problem facing rifle sabot designers was to create a sabot that would slide easily down the bore during loading and then expand sufficiently to engage the rifling.

Robert Parrott first approached the issue by incorporating a thin iron ring around his projectile’s base, but he found that iron lacked the necessary flexibility and later turned to softer brass sabots. Other inventors used zinc and copper sabots with various success. Although soft, lead often created problems in that it tended to peel off the projectile upon firing—an extreme hazard to friendly infantry when firing over their heads against an enemy target.

Hotchkiss projectiles were the most successful of the lead-saboted projectiles. Hotchkiss rounds consisted of a main body connected to a lower base cup by a lead driving-band sabot around its midsection. Upon firing, the base cup slammed against the lead band, thus driving it into the bore’s grooves. Hotchkiss projectiles worked extremely well in the 3-inch Ordnance rifle, yet the rifling in Parrott guns tended to twist the sabot away after the round cleared the muzzle. The papier-mâché Schenkl sabot avoided any such danger, as it disintegrated completely. It was, however, susceptible to moisture, as it would swell and not fit into the muzzle when wet.
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Artillery Projectiles, Sea

For both the Union Navy and the Confederate Navy, projectiles at sea were similar to those on land. For the smoothbore guns, these consisted principally of solid round shot, explosive shell, grapeshot (now known also as tier shot), and case shot (canister). All totaled approximately the same weight as solid shot for the particular gun. Parrott and Dahlgren rifled guns for the Union and Brooke rifled guns for the Confederacy fired elongated shot and shell similar to those for the guns on land. The most common projectiles were those developed by Robert P. Parrott, Andrew Hotchkiss, and John P. Schenkl. John A. Dahlgren also developed a projectile for his rifled guns.

Because holes could be easily patched by a ship’s carpenter, shot was primarily for inflicting personnel casualties rather than attempting to sink an enemy vessel. Gunners also hoped to destroy masts or spars and rigging in order to disable an enemy vessel so that one’s own ship could then take up position at either bow or stern and rake it. Personnel casualties were caused primarily by splinters from the impact of solid shot striking wood at high velocity. Wooden warships could absorb tremendous punishment and were rarely sunk in battle; those that did sink usually succumbed to fire or the explosion of a magazine. Most that were surrendered came in consequence of excessive personnel casualties by means of solid shot, grapeshot, and canister at short ranges or after being taken by boarding.

Explosive shell offered the possibility of actually sinking an enemy vessel. The first major experiments with shell guns occurred in France in the 1820s. These large guns were specifically designed to fire explosive shell at slow velocity. Because of the reduced powder charge necessary, such guns could be larger and lighter for weight of shot. The intent was to lodge the shell in the side of the opposing ship, where it would explode, tearing a large hole with the prospect of actually sinking the ship. The effect of explosive shell in naval warfare was conclusively demonstrated in 1853 in the Battle of Sinope (Sinop), when ships of the Russian Navy destroyed a Turkish squadron. All navies then included large shell guns as a growing part of their naval armaments. Wooden fuses, which tended to deteriorate in hot, humid conditions aboard ship, were replaced in the 1850s by metal fuses. These were of a variety of types, with the highly effective Bormann fuse favored for boat howitzer shells. The shell was strapped to a wooden sabot that kept the fuse in the direction of the muzzle.

Ironically, it was not shell but rather solid shot, projected at high velocity, that caused the most damage against the new ironclad ships that first made their appearance in warfare during the Crimean War (1853–1856). At the same time, the 1844 explosion of the large 12-inch wrought-iron Peacemaker gun aboard the U.S. Navy steam sloop Princeton brought a Navy Department order that halved the allowable powder charge for heavy guns. This undoubtedly inhibited the effectiveness of the XI-inch Dahlgren guns aboard the U.S. Navy ironclad Monitor in its engagement with the Confederate ironclad ram Virginia in March 1862. Because the durable Dahlgren guns were so strong and reliable, that order was revoked shortly thereafter.
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Stand of Civil War tier or grape shot, consisting of nine iron solid shot in three tiers around a central spindle. The whole broke apart on firing. Such shot was employed against personnel and small boats. (Courtesy National Park Service, Museum Management Program and Vicksburg National Military Park)

Solid shot could also be heated by means of furnaces aboard ship, and this so-called hot shot was employed to set fire to enemy wooden ships and to installations ashore. Care had to be taken in loading such shot through extra wadding so as not to prematurely touch off the charge in the gun.

Grape and canister shot were also employed at sea, usually against enemy boats but also at close range against personnel. Grapeshot consisted usually of nine balls, grouped in three tiers around an iron spindle. These scattered on firing. Canister shot consisted of scrap metal or small balls in a thin can that also broke apart on firing, with much the same effect as a modern shotgun. Unique to naval warfare was disabling and chain shot. These came in a variety of types. The most common chain shot consisted of two hemispheres or solid shot connected with a chain. Such shot was used to disable an enemy ship by destroying its spars and rigging.

Range over water was increased by firing the projectiles at relatively flat trajectory and skipping them to their targets. In close actions, guns might be double- or even triple-shotted at range of no more than several hundred yards.
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Art in the Civil War

While the United States lacked the acclaimed masters and great schools of art of the major European nations in the mid-19th century, at the time of the Civil War pictorial journalists, painters, lithographers, and engravers all captured the drama of combat as well as the tribulations of the home front with considerable accuracy and emotion.

In the North, where homes were not under siege, there was ready access to popular art. Oil paintings, the work of cultivated artists, were still the property of the wealthy, while prints, sometimes plagiarized from the ambitious paintings of serious artists, were widely sold in shops and even by itinerant peddlers. Lithographs from the New York studio of Nathaniel Currier and James Merritt Ives proliferated on both sides of the battle lines. During the war, sentimental and patriotic subjects helped bolster morale. After the war, these images became even more important, with their pious themes reassuring people that their sacrifices had been meaningful.

Portraits of esteemed generals and leaders, particularly in equestrian poses following European traditions, graced many parlors. Major Generals Ulysses S. Grant, George B. McClellan, and William T. Sherman were among the most popular subjects of these paintings. The uniquely craggy qualities of President Abraham Lincoln’s face had already been captured earlier by the famed photographer Mathew Brady. During and after the war, Brady’s photographs were lifted and manipulated by numerous printmakers. Although cartoonists liked to lampoon Lincoln as a rail-splitter with lanky limbs, serious depictions of the president, following Brady’s lead, emphasized Lincoln’s noble face and sad eyes. After his April 1865 assassination, Lincoln assumed mythical proportions as America’s suffering savior, and his portrait became a Christlike icon, gracing the walls of millions of homes, halls, and government buildings.

Historically speaking, the most valuable wartime images were produced by eyewitnesses. Prominent among the campsite artists were Thomas Nast, later to be known as “the father of American political cartoonists”; Edwin Forbes; and Alfred E. Matthews. Matthews is best remembered for his sketches of religious services among the soldiers. Battle and camp sketches in turn inspired oil painters who, in imitation of European conventions of military art, sometimes sacrificed accuracy when depicting the American scenes. Occasionally, the bucolic charm of a meadow received more attention than the carnage of a battle that was unfolding there. Guerrilla Warfare (1863) by Albert Bierstadt, a famous American landscape artist, is one example.

Artistic renderings of naval battles were highly visual and dramatic. Again, European artists had already paved the way with arresting seascapes. The Monitor, an ugly but strangely picturesque Union ironclad, was a favorite subject of naval artists. The Monitor and the Merrimac at Short Range by Eyewitness (artist and date unknown) was one of these vivid depictions. Farragut’s Fleet (no date) by Mauritz de Haas recorded, in blazing fire against black night, what one unidentified eyewitness had called “the wildest scene in the history of the war.”

But battles were not the only subjects of painters and printmakers, who also produced more intimate appeals with their images of child soldiers and drummer boys, and there was at least one delightful Currier & Ives print of children playing at war. More common, however, were the journal illustrations of wounded soldiers clutching a locket or picture from home, sometimes attended by nurses who eased suffering with feminine tenderness. Neither was the home front neglected, with the sacrifices of wives and mothers commemorated. In the Currier & Ives print The Brave Wife (ca. 1861), an officer was being fitted for battle by his spouse while his weeping child clutched his arm.

Despite its more aristocratic airs, the Confederacy, with the single exception of New Orleans, made only minimal contributions to the serious arts. Because of the blockade, decorative materials, previously supplied by Northern states and Europe, were unavailable. Nevertheless, popular images emerged that reflected the strong sentiments of the region. After the surrender in 1865, these same pictures helped perpetuate the memories and the myths of the Lost Cause.

William D. Washington’s The Burial of Latane (1864) was an effective tribute to the spirit of Southern womanhood. William D. Latane, a young doctor from a prominent Virginia family, perished early in the war and quickly became a Confederate legend. Washington, a distant relative of the first president, painted the original scene from which print adaptations were widely plagiarized. In Washington’s canvas, Southern women, one with a prayer book in hand, grieved over a newly dug grave while reverent African American slaves stood nearby. Although a highly imaginative reconstruction of an actual event, it played into the popular belief of the heroic self-sufficiency of previously sheltered Southern women. Another graveyard scene, which circulated after the war, was The Lost Cause (1871). In this Currier & Ives print, a Confederate veteran returning to his swamp-like residence stood with bowed head beside tombstones of his wife and child while a ghostly image of the Confederate flag waved in the firmament.

Confederate generals, usually more dashing than their Union counterparts, became popular subjects for artists, especially after the war’s end. In every great war, there appears to be one general admired even by the enemy. In the Civil War that person was General Robert E. Lee, handsome and courtly and frequently accompanied by his storied horse, Traveller. Lee was the perfect subject for photographers and portrait painters; even his wife, the great-granddaughter of Martha Washington, added to Lee’s luster. His image adorned many parlors. General Pierre G. T. Beauregard, an elegant French-speaking Creole, was another popular subject for engravings, as was Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, whose early martyrdom and piety made him a heroic subject.
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Guerrilla Warfare: Picket Duty in Virginia, an 1862 painting by famed artist Albert Bierstadt. (Geoffrey Clements/Corbis)

Confederate president Jefferson Davis, even in the South, never captured the public imagination the way Lincoln did in the North. At war’s end, Davis’s attempt to escape from Richmond, with his wife’s shawl over his head, amused Northern cartoonists, who drew him as a bearded lady in stays and crinolines fleeing Union soldiers. His delicate, sensitive features, although appealing in portraiture, suggested to unsympathetic artists an ambiguous sexuality that became their recurrent theme. Even the great entertainer P. T. Barnum installed a life-size image of Davis, “the Belle of Richmond,” replete with hoopskirts, in his New York museum.

Although few of the craftsmen and artists who visually recorded the battles left major reputations, two achieved world fame. Winslow Homer worked on the Virginia war front for Harper’s Weekly, sketching Letters from Home (1863), a triumph of pictorial journalism. The French master Eduard Manet created excitement in the salons of Paris with his painting titled The Battle of the Kearsarge and the Alabama (1864). Manet may have been present at the June 19, 1864, battle between the two warships, but it is more likely that he relied on details from illustrated newspapers. His masterpiece can be seen today in the Philadelphia Museum of Art.

After the conflict, even the mediocre art of the Civil War became treasured in private collections, while the more ambitious and serious paintings were acquired by galleries in the District of Columbia, Richmond, New York City, and Chicago, among other cities.
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Asboth, Alexander Sandor

Birth Date: December 18, 1810

Death Date: January 21, 1868

Union officer. Alexander Sandor Asboth was born on December 18, 1810, in Keszthely, Hungary. He worked as an engineer before joining the Hungarian Army as a captain. Asboth took part in the failed 1848 revolution in Hungary and was subsequently forced to flee the country. He immigrated to the United States in 1851, settling in New York.

In the summer of 1861, Asboth was named chief of staff for Major General John C. Frémont, who appointed him a brigadier general of U.S. volunteers on September 26, 1861. The appointment lapsed for lack of confirmation, but Asboth was reappointed and confirmed in March 1862. His first major combat occurred during the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), where he was seriously wounded in the arm. He later took part in the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862) before taking up garrison duties in Mississippi and Kentucky.

In the autumn of 1863, Asboth was named commander of the District of West Florida, which was headquartered at Fort Pickens near Pensacola, where he remained until war’s end. The only significant action he saw there occurred during the raid on Marianna (September 27, 1864), in which he was seriously wounded. His men also conducted numerous smaller expeditions into the interior of Florida, which the Confederates still controlled. In March 1865 Asboth was brevetted major general. He mustered out of the service in August 1865.

In 1866 Asboth was named U.S. minister to Argentina and Uruguay. Taken ill in Buenos Aires, he died there on January 21, 1868.
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Ashby, Turner

Birth Date: October 23, 1826

Death Date: June 6, 1862

Confederate officer. Turner Ashby was born into a wealthy planter family in Fauquier County, Virginia, on October 23, 1826. His grandfather, Captain “Jack” Ashby, had earned fame in the American Revolutionary War. Taught by his mother and tutors, Turner Ashby had little formal education. After the early death of his father, he and his brothers managed the family farm, Rose Hill.

With the approach of war, Ashby formed a volunteer cavalry company. His reputation as a horseman attracted many recruits. Following John Brown’s 1859 raid against Harpers Ferry, Ashby took the company there. Subsequently it patrolled Potomac River crossings to prevent other such raids.

Following the secession of Virginia, Ashby’s company became part of Colonel Angus W. McDonald’s 7th Virginia Cavalry Regiment. On June 25, 1861, McDonald recommended Ashby for promotion to lieutenant colonel. The next day Ashby’s brother Richard, out searching for a Northern sympathizer, was mortally wounded by a Union patrol. Turner Ashby came on the scene before his brother died. Convinced that Richard had been stabbed after he had fallen, Ashby vowed vengeance.

When rheumatism forced McDonald to retire, Ashby became colonel of the 7th Virginia Cavalry and exercised virtually independent command in the countryside west of Harpers Ferry. Ashby was a poor disciplinarian, and his units had a reputation for going their own way and looting.

On October 16, 1861, Ashby attacked Union forces active in the vicinity of his camp on Bolivar Heights near Harpers Ferry. He had no more than 550 men, of whom 300 were militia, and two artillery pieces. The Confederates drove the Union troops from the vicinity. Ashby then performed a variety of other missions until the spring of 1862, when Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson gave him command of his cavalry.
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Confederate Brigadier General Ashby Turner commanded Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s cavalry in the Shenandoah Valley. Known for his reckless bravery, Ashby was killed near Harrisonburg, Virginia on June 6, 1862, while leading his men on foot in a rear-guard action against Union troops. (Library of Congress)

Ashby participated in the withdrawal from Winchester. Ten days later on March 21, he mistakenly reported to Jackson that Union troops were retiring northward and that few were left in Winchester. This faulty intelligence prompted Jackson’s decision to attack and led to the subsequent Confederate repulse in the First Battle of Kernstown (March 23, 1862).

Under pressure from Richmond, Jackson dispersed Ashby’s cavalry within his command. This action led an angry Ashby to threaten resignation. Despite Ashby’s command shortcomings, Jackson could ill afford to part with him. Following a private meeting between the two men on April 24, 1862, Jackson backed down and restored the whole of the cavalry to Ashby, who in turn apparently promised to discipline his men. If anything, Ashby now fought harder than ever, and Jackson secured his promotion to brigadier general on May 23.

Late in the afternoon on June 6 two miles south of Harrisonburg, Virginia, Ashby was leading several companies of infantry on foot in a rearguard action against Union troops when he was killed by a Union bullet. Certainly, Ashby died before his potential as a leader could be fully realized.
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Ashley, James Mitchell

Birth Date: November 14, 1824

Death Date: September 16, 1896

Radical Republican politician. James Mitchell Ashley was born on November 14, 1824, in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. As a young man, he worked aboard steamboats plying the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and later became a company clerk. His travels to the Deep South turned him into a devoted abolitionist. He later read for the law and was admitted to the Ohio bar in 1849 but did not enter practice. Instead, he became a journalist in Ohio and covered the trial and execution of abolitionist John Brown. Ashley was also involved in the wholesale drug business.

Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Republican in 1858, Ashley represented the Toledo area and served from 1859 to 1869. He soon became one of the more hard-line Radical Republicans in the House and viewed the Civil War as a chance to eradicate slavery and champion civil rights for African Americans. He also advocated harsh treatment of the Southern states. Indeed, his thinking on that subject formed the crux of the 1864 Wade-Davis Bill and the 1867 Reconstruction Act. In 1862 Ashley introduced a bill that outlawed slavery in Washington, D.C., and he also introduced legislation that would have provided for African American suffrage. He was influential in helping craft the Thirteenth Amendment, which banned slavery in the United States.

After the Civil War ended in 1865, Ashley became a determined foe of President Andrew Johnson and vehemently opposed the president’s Reconstruction policies, which Ashley believed were not sufficiently punitive. Moreover, he believed that Johnson had been complicit in President Abraham Lincoln’s 1865 assassination, a theory that was wholly without substantiation. In December 1866, Ashley requested that a House committee be established to examine impeachment charges against the president. Although that effort failed, Ashley reintroduced the subject of impeachment in early 1867 and was influential in drawing up charges against Johnson. Johnson was ultimately acquitted by the Senate, and as a result Ashley’s political clout was greatly deflated. Defeated for reelection in 1868, he left Congress in 1869.

In 1869 Ashley was appointed governor of the Montana Territory, but his constant criticism of President Ulysses S. Grant’s policies resulted in Ashley’s removal in 1870. Ashley later became involved with the Toledo, Ann Arbor and Northern Railroad, serving as its president from 1877 to 1893. He died in Alma, Michigan, on September 16, 1896.
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Associated Press

Group of loosely associated U.S. newspapers formed in New York City in 1846 to pool resources in order to facilitate the collection and dissemination of news. The Associated Press (AP) soon expanded so that it became the single largest news source covering both domestic and international events in the nation. The AP originated with Moses Yale Beach and allowed news events to be quickly transferred for rapid publication, beating the competition to the stories.

Beach, the publisher of the New York Sun, first hired Pony Express riders to bring breaking news from the front lines during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). The dispatches were then sent via Great Southern Mail from Mobile to Montgomery, Alabama, and then transferred again to a telegraph station in Richmond, Virginia. This process was both time-consuming and expensive, however.

In 1846 Beach offered to sell the reports to all of New York’s newspapers, with the papers equally sharing the news stories and the costs. Although at first only four took Beach up on his offer, the AP was nevertheless born. The first official dispatches were printed in the Sun on May 29, 1846. Services expanded rapidly, with regular reports first sent from New York and Washington on June 5, 1846, and later from New York to Boston on June 27, 1846. The New York to Albany and Buffalo branch and services from Philadelphia to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, completed the regional network by the end of 1847.

In 1848 the Harbor News Association was created to share reports transmitted from the Naushon, a news vessel stationed in New York Harbor. The national election of 1848 was a historic first, with newspaper reports tallying same-day returns. Alexander Jones, the AP’s first general agent, coordinated the election collection effort in 30 states. A second Harbor News Association was established in 1849, with the addition of the New York Tribune and with European reports emanating from Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Daniel H. Craig, appointed the first general agent of the New York AP in 1851, worked with a committee to supervise the collection of news. The steamer Buena Vista, located at Halifax, collected reports from European ships that were rushed to the Boston telegraph station. The reports were then sent to telegraph operators throughout the country, where they would be sold to independent newspapers.

A formal charter for the General News Association of the City of New York was established in 1856. Each newspaper would receive a general summary of the national news as part of the service. The AP continued to expand its coverage, including reports from the road by AP staff member Henry Villard. In 1861 Villard shadowed U.S. president-elect Abraham Lincoln from Illinois to Washington, D.C.

With the outbreak of the Civil War in April 1861, AP reporters were dispatched to the front to observe the war as it transpired. Reports were signed “Dispatched to the Associated Press” in an effort to avoid federal charges under censorship laws. The service expanded again with the formation of the Western AP in 1862.

The AP played an important role in recording historic events during the war. AP staffer Joseph Ignatius Gilbert reported Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address on November 19, 1863. Gilbert took notes from his front-row seat at the event and was then allowed access to Lincoln’s speaking notes. Gilbert is largely responsible for the accuracy of the speech as it is reprinted today. AP reporter William D. McGregor was present when Confederate general Robert E. Lee surrendered at Appomattox Court House in Virginia on April 9, 1865, and reported details of the surrender, which soon reached every corner of the war-weary nation. The AP continues operation to the present day and is one of the most distinguished print news services in the United States.
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Atchison, David Rice

Birth Date: August 11, 1807

Death Date: January 26, 1886

U.S. senator and proslavery Missouri politician. David Rice Atchison was born in Frogtown, Kentucky, on August 11, 1807. After graduating from Transylvania University, he studied law. Admitted to the bar in 1829, he began a practice in Clay County, Missouri.

Atchison was elected to the Missouri House of Representatives in 1834 and again in 1838. From 1841 until his appointment to the Senate in 1843 following the death of Senator Lewis F. Finn, Atchison served as a Platte County circuit court judge. Having completed Finn’s Senate term, Atchison won election to a full six-year term in 1849.

In the Senate, Atchison served as chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs and worked to secure land grants to help Missouri’s railroad companies expand. He also hoped to lay the foundation for a transcontinental railroad. A proslavery Democrat, Atchison fought a fierce battle with the leader of the antislavery Missouri Democrats, Thomas Hart Benton, for control of the Democratic Party. The rivalry did not help either politician in Missouri; both failed to win reelection to the Senate. The loss of his Senate seat marked the end of Atchison’s political career. His major accomplishment while in the Senate had been helping to secure the repeal of the Missouri Compromise through support of the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act.

After his electoral defeat in 1855, Atchison became one of the leaders of the proslavery border terrorists who attacked antislavery settlements in Kansas, resulting in the so-called Bleeding Kansas conflict (1855–1856). During Missouri’s secession crisis in 1861, he supported pro-Confederate governor Claiborne F. Jackson and was named a brigadier general of the Missouri State Guard. Atchison led Missouri troops in a number of actions through the end of 1861 but never entered Confederate service, and he resigned his state commission in December 1861. He thereafter tended his farm outside Plattsburg, Missouri. Atchison died on January 26, 1886, in Gower, Missouri.
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Atlanta, Battle of

Event Date: July 22, 1864

Largest and bloodiest battle of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Following the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20, 1864), Major General William T. Sherman moved to concentrate his three armies north and east of Atlanta and begin the envelopment of that key location. Recently installed Confederate commander General John Bell Hood, disappointed by the lost opportunity at Peachtree Creek, devised another ambitious plan to strike one of Sherman’s armies before the Union forces united. This time Hood set his sights on Major General James B. McPherson’s Army of the Tennessee, which was approaching Atlanta from the east. Hood’s plan called for an arduous night march by Lieutenant General William J. Hardee’s corps south through the city before swinging northward to hit McPherson’s flank and rear. Hardee’s attack would be supported by frontal assaults by Major General Benjamin Cheatham’s corps on McPherson’s main line. On the night of July 21, the rearward movement of Hardee’s corps created the impression that Hood was abandoning Atlanta, which caused considerable chaos in the city.

After a grueling all-night march, Hardee was not in position to attack at daybreak as planned. Instead, it was afternoon before he could unleash his fatigued divisions. This proved costly, because the ever-cautious McPherson had in the meantime significantly bolstered his left flank. Although Hardee managed to achieve surprise, the initial Confederate attacks were easily handled by the newly arrived Union XVI Corps. McPherson, attempting to seal a dangerous gap between the XVI and XVII Corps, accidentally rode into Confederate skirmishers and was killed. Major General John A. Logan assumed command and worked to stabilize the line as the balance of Hardee’s corps struck. In tenacious fighting over the next several hours, the Confederates drove back the Union left flank but could not break it, nor could they gain control of the important rise known as Bald Hill.

To Hardee’s left, Cheatham’s corps had been demonstrating against the XV Corps front until, late in the afternoon, Hood ordered a full assault. Taking advantage of a flawed disposition that left a railroad cut and wagon road that bisected XV Corps virtually undefended, the Confederate brigades of Brigadier Generals Arthur Manigault and Jacob Sharp from Brigadier General John C. Brown’s division pierced the Union line, capturing three sections of artillery and gaining possession of two large houses. Other Confederate units moved in to exploit the breech, but confusing orders from General Brown stalled their momentum, allowing the Federals time to regroup. Sherman, observing events from a distance, called up additional artillery and supervised its placement. Logan, on the left, responded to the breakthrough on the right by riding the length of the line, dramatically rallying his command. Finally, massed artillery fire and a furious counterattack directed by Logan drove the Confederates from the Union lines. Although fighting lasted into the night, the battle had been decided.

As at Peachtree Creek, Hood’s army came close to achieving a major blow but again lacked the strength to pull it off. Inspired leadership and sheer determination saved the Army of the Tennessee from defeat. Confederate casualties exceeded 6,000, while Union losses totaled some 4,000, including the much-mourned McPherson. Hood’s second attempt to drive Sherman from Atlanta had failed, but he still held the city, and Sherman was no closer to taking it.
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Atlanta, Georgia

City in the upper Piedmont area of northern Georgia. With an 1860 population of 9,544 people, during most of the Civil War Atlanta remained one of the most important cities in the Confederacy, both as a transportation hub and a manufacturing center. Because of its northerly latitude and elevated altitude, Atlanta enjoys a relatively temperate climate compared to other cities in the state and region.

What became the city of Atlanta began as the terminus of a rail line extending from Chattanooga, Tennessee, into the Georgia interior. The state-sponsored Western & Atlantic Railroad established Terminus in 1837, which was renamed Atlanta in 1847, but few saw the town as having much potential.

Early settlers of Atlanta consisted of merchants and railroad men rather than the planter aristocracy that dominated much of the South, making Atlanta unique from older southern cities. Atlanta developed numerous businesses such as sawmills, but the railroads caused Atlanta to grow rapidly. By 1860, the city was the connecting point of several major rail lines, and industry and trade were thriving.

During the Civil War, Atlanta’s importance grew considerably. Its factories produced many supplies for the Confederate Army, including pistols, ammunition, saddles, and shoes. During the war, the city’s population ballooned to approximately 20,000 people.

Initially Atlanta was considered relatively safe from invasion, but as the Union armies pressed farther into the Confederacy in an attempt to destroy the Confederate Army, the city was increasingly threatened. Throughout much of 1864, Union forces, led by General William T. Sherman, drew ever closer to Atlanta, with an outnumbered and outgunned Confederate Army trying to stop the Union push into Georgia. Throughout the summer, Sherman’s army pushed closer to Atlanta until the city came under siege. Finally, on September 1 the Confederates evacuated Atlanta, destroying much of military value as they departed. Atlanta fell to Union forces the following day, a major factor in the reelection of President Abraham Lincoln.

Sherman did not want to be responsible for caring for civilians, and he soon ordered an evacuation of the city, whose population had by then dwindled to approximately 3,000 people. He established his headquarters in Atlanta, but the army did not remain in the city for long. The Union army departed Atlanta in mid-November 1864 on its March to the Sea, intending to wreak havoc on Georgia as it marched to Savannah. On the Union departure, Sherman ordered the destruction of much of what remained of the city.
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Wagons on Peachtree Street, downtown Atlanta, Georgia, 1864. Photograph by George N. Barnard. (National Archives)

Although most of Atlanta and the critical railroad lines traversing it had been destroyed by Sherman’s army, residents did return. The city was rebuilt quickly, and by the end of 1865 all the prewar rail lines were in operation again, and the population was increasing rapidly.
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Atlanta Campaign

Start Date: May 5, 1864

End Date: September 2, 1864

Important western theater campaign. Between May 5 and September 2, 1864, Major General William T. Sherman led more than 100,000 Union troops on one of the most successful campaigns of the Civil War, capturing the important Confederate manufacturing and rail center of Atlanta, Georgia. At a cost of only 20,000 casualties, as compared to at least 27,000 men for the much smaller Confederate Army, Sherman was able to drive the Confederates some 140 miles into Georgia and capture a city as important to the Southern cause as was Richmond. The capture of Atlanta just three months before the 1864 presidential election has often been credited with ensuring President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection and the continuation of the war.

In March 1864, Ulysses S. Grant had been promoted to lieutenant general and given command of all Union forces. His strategic plan called for all Union forces to go on the offensive on the same date, roughly May 5, 1864. Earlier in the war, the Confederates had been able to move their resources to different theaters depending on which Union army was active, thus partially neutralizing the North’s numerical superiority. Grant’s strategy, which had the strong support of President Lincoln, would prevent this. The two main thrusts would be aimed at the two major Confederate armies, the Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee and the Army of Tennessee under General Joseph E. Johnston in northern Georgia.

The Army of the Potomac and the Army of the James, under Grant’s direction, would move into Virginia in the so-called Overland Campaign with the goals of destroying Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia and taking Richmond. The commander of the Division of the Mississippi, Major General Sherman, was to take the Army of the Ohio, the Army of the Tennessee, and the Army of the Cumberland and defeat Johnston’s army in Georgia, seizing Atlanta.

Johnston’s 45,000-man Army of Tennessee was in a strong defensive position in the mountains of northern Georgia. But it had two major weaknesses: it was supplied by just a single railroad from Atlanta, and it faced a force more than twice its size.

On May 5, 1864, the Union armies began the drive toward Atlanta. The forward-most Union position was 23 miles south of Chattanooga, about 120 miles from Atlanta, while Johnston’s Confederate army was in and around Dalton, Georgia. Sherman’s plan was simple. Major General James B. McPherson’s Army of the Tennessee would move through the mountain passes to the west of Dalton, placing itself behind Johnston along the railroad. This move would either trap the Confederate army at Dalton or force it to retreat. While this flanking movement was under way, Major General George Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland would press Johnston’s front to distract the Confederates from McPherson’s movements.

General Johnston, realizing that his position was untenable, soon abandoned Dalton and moved his army south, some 18 miles to Resaca. Union soldiers were overjoyed at having driven the Confederates from such a well-fortified position, and many in the Confederate government in Richmond now doubted that Johnston would be able to defend Atlanta.

In Resaca, the Confederates dug in behind earthworks surrounding the city. Lieutenant General William Hardee commanded Johnson’s right wing, Lieutenant General John Bell Hood held the center, and Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk commanded the left wing of the Southern army.

On May 14 during the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15, 1864), Sherman ordered his forces to press Resaca on all fronts. Johnston made a determined effort to hold Resaca, but in the end Sherman again threatened his line of retreat, and Johnston was forced to fall back closer to Atlanta. The Confederate Army abandoned the town during the night of May 15, crossing the Oostenaula River on pontoon bridges. In the battle Johnston had sustained some 5,000 casualties, while Sherman suffered 6,000. Johnston continued to move his army south, crossing the Etowah River and burning the bridge behind his army. The Confederate army fortified Allatoona Pass in the Appalachian foothills, which blocked any direct advance toward Atlanta. Sherman decided to repeat his flanking strategy that had proven successful against Dalton and Resaca. On May 23 he sent his army west toward Marietta, Georgia. He believed that by threatening this important city he could force Johnston to abandon Allatoona Pass.
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Federal encampment on Decatur Street in Atlanta in 1864. Atlanta’s importance as a railroad, industrial, and distribution center and its symbolism as the South’s “second capital,” made capture of the city a major Union military objective during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

Johnston detected the Union move toward Marietta and was able to place part of Hood’s and Hardee’s corps at New Hope Church directly in the path of the Union army. On May 25 Major General Joseph Hooker’s XX Corps of the Army of the Cumberland was surprised by this Confederate force behind earthworks. In the ensuing battle of May 25–27, Hooker lost some 1,600 killed or wounded, while the Confederates lost far fewer.
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Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864)






	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength
	98,500–112,000
	50,000–65,000



	Killed
	4,423
	3,044



	Wounded
	22,822
	18,952



	Captured or missing
	4,442
	12,983




Sherman now ordered New Hope bypassed, forcing Johnston to abandon that position. Standing between Sherman’s position and Marietta were three mountains. The closest to the Union line was Kennesaw Mountain some 1,200 feet high. Kennesaw Mountain was the center of the Confederate line. Instead of his usual flanking movement, Sherman ordered a direct assault on the entrenched Confederates on Kennesaw Mountain on June 27. Major General George Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland carried out the main assault. The battle was a one-sided Confederate victory. The Union army sustained more than 3,000 casualties, compared to perhaps 750 for the Confederates. Sherman has been criticized for the losses incurred, in consequence of his impatience with the flanking strategy.

Following the battle, Sherman once again sent the Army of the Tennessee on a wide flanking movement, forcing Johnston to abandon Kennesaw Mountain and Allatoona Pass. By July 3, Johnston retreated across the Chattahoochee River. The Union army followed closely, bridged the river in two places, and began moving forces across. Johnston withdrew again, moving the majority of his army and guns into Atlanta.

Convinced that Johnston would not defend Atlanta, Confederate president Jefferson Davis replaced him with his subordinate, John B. Hood, on July 17. Much has been made of personal animosity between Davis and Johnston that made Davis quick to believe any negative report about his field commander, but all outward appearances indicated that Johnston would not fight for Atlanta, and Davis could not allow that.

Sherman and his senior officers now expected bold action from the much more aggressive Hood. Despite having lost the use of his arm at Gettysburg and losing his leg at Chickamauga, Hood retained his belief in offensive tactics.

On July 20, Hood ordered his men to attack the Army of the Cumberland north of the city. This engagement, known as the Battle of Peachtree Creek, held brief promise, only to end in failure for Hood. Two days later Hood unleashed his force on the Army of the Tennessee west of the city in the fierce Battle of Atlanta, in which General McPherson was killed. On July 28 east of Atlanta, Hood struck again in the Battle of Ezra Church but was soundly defeated. Despite the singular success of his cavalry in thwarting Union raids, Hood could do little to stop Sherman’s envelopment of Atlanta.

Hood settled into the Atlanta defenses, while Sherman’s men fortified outside the city and fired artillery into the city. After nearly a month, on August 27 Sherman pulled much of his large force out of line. Leaving a small force to man the trenches and guard the railroad bridge over the Chattahoochee River, Sherman sent the rest of his force to the west of Atlanta to again attempt to cut the Confederate supply line.

Thinking that the Union army was withdrawing, Hood was slow to respond. On August 30 the Army of the Tennessee under its new commander, Major General Oliver Otis Howard, had reached the city of Jonesboro, cutting the Macon & Western Railroad, Hood’s only line of retreat and supply. Hood then ordered General Hardee and Lieutenant General Stephen Lee to Jonesboro to drive Howard out and reopen the rail line. In the two-day Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1), the Confederates sustained heavy casualties and were unable to retake the railroad. In the meantime, the Army of the Ohio cut the railroad between Jonesboro and Atlanta, rendering Atlanta untenable.

On the night of September 1, General Hood and the Confederates destroyed their supply stocks and munitions inside Atlanta and evacuated south to Lovejoy Station. The next day the Union forces entered Atlanta.

The objective of the campaign, the destruction of the Confederate army, was not achieved, as Hood had escaped with what remained of his army to Alabama. However, Sherman had accomplished a great deal. Although Hood’s army was still active in the field, Sherman possessed the resources to address Hood without abandoning the offensive in Georgia. Sherman was free to move largely unchallenged to Savannah. The news of the fall of Atlanta was received with joy in the North and gloom in the South. Most believed that once Atlanta fell, the Confederacy no longer had a chance to win the war.
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Atlantic, Military Division of the

Federal Reconstruction administrative unit created on June 27, 1865, that was charged principally with executing Reconstruction policies and supervising troop deployments mainly in the Southern states. The Military Division of the Atlantic was initially commanded by Major General George G. Meade, who established headquarters in Philadelphia. The division encompassed the eastern states from Maine through South Carolina. The division was dissolved in August 1866 but was resurrected on February 12, 1868.

This time the division’s composition was quite different, encompassing New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, the District of Columbia, and all six of the New England states. Major General Winfield Scott Hancock took command on March 31, 1868.

The newly reconstituted division was headquartered first in Washington, D.C., and then in New York City. After further divisional reorganization, Hancock was succeeded in command by General Meade in March 1869. His command now included the Department of the East, the Department of the Lakes (except Illinois), and the 1st Military District, which covered the entire state of Virginia.

Meade was replaced by General Hancock for a second time in December 1872, and in 1876 the division underwent more changes when it absorbed the former Department of the South (North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, and portions of Kentucky and Tennessee). The Division of the Atlantic was discontinued in 1877, when Reconstruction formally ended.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Hancock, Winfield Scott; Meade, George Gordon; Reconstruction

Further Reading

Welcher, Frank J. The Union Army, 1861–1865: Organization and Operations, Vol. 1, The Eastern Theater. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1989.

_______________________

Atlantic Blockading Squadron

Union naval organization. On April 19, 1861, U.S. president Abraham Lincoln announced a naval blockade of the coast from South Carolina to Texas. On April 27 he issued a second proclamation extending the blockade to Virginia and North Carolina. To enforce this naval blockade, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles organized the blockading ships into three squadrons: the Home Squadron, based at Fort Monroe; the Coast Blockading Squadron, with the Potomac Flotilla (centered on the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers and charged with the defense of Washington); and the Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron.

On May 1, Welles appointed Flag Officer Silas H. Stringham commander of the Coast Blockading Squadron. Stringham took up his new command at Hampton Roads, Virginia, on May 4. On May 17 the Coast Blockading Squadron became the Atlantic Blockading Squadron. It had responsibility for enforcing the blockade all the way from Alexandria, Virginia, to Key West, Florida, a distance of some 1,000 miles.

Stringham resigned his command on September 16, 1861, following receipt of a letter from Assistant Secretary of the Navy Gustavus V. Fox that Stringham believed was critical of his performance. Welles accepted the resignation on September 18 and that same day appointed as Stringham’s replacement Flag Officer Louis M. Goldsborough. The transfer of command took place at Hampton Roads on September 23. Welles enjoined Goldsborough to pursue “more vigorous and energetic action” in enforcing the blockade.

Given the vast distances involved, on September 18, 1861, the Navy Department further divided the blockade areas of responsibility. This decision was formally communicated on October 12. For the Atlantic Blockading Squadron, the dividing line was the border between North Carolina and South Carolina. Goldsborough became commander of the new North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, while Flag Officer Samuel F. Du Pont assumed command of the new South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. The Gulf Coast Squadron covered an even greater distance, from Key West, Florida, to Brownsville, Texas. It became the East Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron and the West Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron.
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Augur, Christopher Columbus

Birth Date: July 10, 1821

Death Date: January 26, 1898

Union officer. Christopher Columbus Augur was born in Kendall, New York, on July 10, 1821, but grew up in Michigan. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1843 and was commissioned a second lieutenant. Augur served in a variety of posts, mostly in the West, and also saw action in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1847. Promoted to captain in 1852, from 1855 to 1858 he participated in the Yakima-Rogue War in the Pacific Northwest. In 1861 Augur became commandant of cadets at West Point, with promotion to major in May.

In the opening months of the Civil War, Augur organized Washington, D.C., defenses before being given command of a brigade, with the rank of brigadier general of volunteers, in November 1861. He subsequently saw action along the Rappahannock River and at Fredericksburg in April 1862. Given command of a division in Major General Nathaniel Banks’s II Corps, Augur performed well in Virginia and later along the Mississippi River. During the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), he was seriously wounded. Cited for gallantry during the battle, he was promoted to major general of volunteers later in the month. He did not recover from his wounds until November 1862, when he was assigned to New Orleans to serve as Banks’s second-in-command, specifically upon the latter’s request.

Augur’s next field service occurred in the Mississippi River campaigns, during part of which he commanded a division in the Army of the Gulf. In early 1863 he took command of the District of Baton Rouge, and he played a key role in the successful siege of Port Hudson, Louisiana (March 4–July 8, 1863). Augur next commanded XXII Corps and then the Department of Washington, D.C., from October 1863 until early 1866. He mustered out of the volunteers in September 1866, having been promoted to colonel in the regular organization.

From 1867 to 1871, Augur commanded the Department of the Platte. He subsequently commanded the Department of Texas (1871–1875) and of the Department of the Gulf (1875–1878), earning promotion to brigadier general in 1869. He was heavily involved in the 1867 Medicine Lodge Treaty and the 1868 Treaty of Fort Laramie. After 1878, he held a variety of command posts, mostly in the East, before retiring in 1885. He then resided in Virginia. Augur died in Washington, D.C., on January 16, 1898.
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Augusta Arsenal

Major arsenal for the United States prior to the Civil War and for the Confederacy during that conflict. Augusta, Georgia, is located in eastern Georgia across the Savannah River from South Carolina. The arsenal there was designed to manufacture, repair, and store arms and ammunition and supply them to military forces from 1819 until its closure in 1955.

In 1793 following the disastrous U.S. government experiences fighting Native Americans in the Ohio Territory, President George Washington identified the need for an arsenal at Augusta to support similar military operations against the southeastern tribes should the need arise. However, it was not until after the War of 1812 that Congress dedicated funding to establish regional arsenals, and in 1818 Congress allocated $40,000 for the army to purchase land adjacent to the Savannah River a few miles northwest of Augusta.

The Augusta Arsenal was completed in 1819, but the swampy location immediately proved unhealthy, and the garrison of 30 enlisted men died in September 1820 from an unknown disease, probably typhoid or yellow fever. The arsenal commander, Captain Matthew M. Payne, survived and sought to relocate the facility to a healthier environment on elevated land west of Augusta known as the Hill. In November 1826 Congress appropriated $6,000 to purchase a 70-acre tract there from Freeman Walker. By 1828, the old arsenal buildings had been dismantled and transported to the new location, where they were reconstructed into a connected structure with a loopholed wall that formed a quadrangle. Upon completion, the new Augusta Arsenal served as an important part of the U.S. regional arsenal system during the antebellum period.

When Georgia seceded from the Union, Governor Joseph Brown ordered militia units in the Augusta area to seize the arsenal. Captain Arnold Elzey, the Union commander, chose not to resist and surrendered the facility on January 25, 1861. Later in 1861, a 500-foot-long production shop building was constructed that served a variety of functions, including hospital, storehouse, blacksmith shop, tin shop, and harness shop. When Lieutenant Colonel George Washington Rains was appointed arsenal commander, he received the mission of developing Augusta’s military industry. Rains ordered a munitions plant constructed adjacent to the Augusta Canal, which from 1863 to 1865 produced significant amounts of war matériel, including 174 gun carriages, 110 bronze 12-pounder cannon, 73,000 horseshoes, 10 million small arms cartridges, and 200,000 fuses. Rains also supervised other manufacturing in Augusta, including a machine works, a pistol factory, a shoe factory, and clothing factories.

In May 1865, the Augusta Arsenal was officially surrendered to Union brigadier general Emory Upton. It remained in operation throughout both world wars and the Korean War until it was closed in 1955. In 1957 the property was transferred to the Junior College of Augusta, which later became Augusta State University.
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Augusta Powder Works

The Confederacy’s single largest producer of gunpowder. The Augusta Powder Works, also known as the Confederate Powder Works, was located between the Savannah River and an inland canal in Augusta, Georgia; the Augusta Arsenal was very close by. Construction of the mammoth works was begun in September 1861 and completed in May 1862. The speed of construction and the highly efficient design of the powder works and layout were attributed principally to Lieutenant Colonel George Rains, who had operated an ironworks in the North prior to the war and who was an 1842 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. Rains selected the site himself because of its proximity to the river, the canal, rail lines, and raw materials and because it was located far enough inland to render it largely impervious to Union attack.

At the beginning of the Civil War, the Confederacy’s supply of gunpowder was woefully inadequate. In the spring of 1861, it was estimated that current supplies were sufficient for 30 rounds of ammunition per soldier; the ideal supply dictated some 200 rounds of ammunition per soldier. Realizing that a Union blockade would virtually cut off foreign powder supplies, the Confederacy had to construct its own powder-making facility.

The War Department contracted with Rains to select a site, oversee the construction of a gunpowder factory, and then supervise its workings. Creating the facility from scratch within seven months, Rains had it producing gunpowder by the end of May 1862. The site was huge, spanning nearly two miles in length; it included a laboratory, a refinery, a cooling magazine, a press house, a granulating facility, a drying warehouse, a powder magazine, and a massive mixing building, where huge mills ground potassium nitrate, sulfur, and charcoal into gunpowder. The facility also had offices and housing for some of the workers. Each building was positioned sequentially so that the process would move from start to finish, much like an assembly line. The layout was also designed to minimize the consequences of accidental explosions.

At its peak of production, the Augusta Powder Works produced about 7,000 pounds of powder per day; in total, it produced 2.75 million pounds of gunpowder during the war. Four explosions rocked the facility between 1862 and 1865, but such accidents were relatively few given the enormity of the operation and the inherent danger involved in gunpowder manufacture.
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Averasboro, Battle of

Event Date: March 16, 1865

Engagement during Major General William T. Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). After laying waste to South Carolina, Sherman’s forces moved north and captured the city of Fayetteville, North Carolina, on March 12, 1865. His principal objective now was the capture of Goldsboro (Goldsborough), located at the intersection of the state’s two most important rail lines.

Sherman moved his force north from Fayetteville in two wings to confuse the opposing Confederates. Meanwhile, Confederate general Joseph Johnston, uncertain of Sherman’s intentions, ordered Lieutenant General William J. Hardee to attack and delay Sherman and to determine the Union commander’s objective, which he assumed was either Raleigh or Goldsboro.

Hardee placed his 6,000-man force in a strong defensive position near Averasboro (Averasborough) and waited. On March 15, 1865, the 9th Michigan Cavalry of Major General Judson Kilpatrick’s cavalry division, the leading edge of Major General Henry Slocum’s Army of Georgia, encountered Confederate cavalry commanded by Major General Joseph Wheeler. The Federals pushed the Confederates back some distance before they were finally halted.

The next day, March 16, the Battle of Averasboro began in earnest when the rest of the Army of Georgia arrived and engaged Hardee’s corps. Kilpatrick’s 9th Michigan Cavalry took the lead, pushing in the Confederate skirmishers until the Federals ran into more concentrated Confederate artillery and infantry. Union reinforcements began to make an impact, and now the first two Confederate lines were outflanked and pushed back to the third main line of earthworks. That line, protected on the flanks by the Black and Cape Fear Rivers and by Confederate cavalry, held fast, and the Union attackers were halted.

That night Hardee received orders to fall back and rejoin Johnston near Smithfield, thus ending the battle. The engagement cost the Confederates some 865 men casualties and a three-gun artillery battery captured. Union losses totaled 678 men.
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Averell, William Woods

Birth Date: November 5, 1832

Death Date: February 3, 1900

Union officer. Born in Cameron, New York, on November 5, 1832, William Woods Averell graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1855. Commissioned a second lieutenant and posted to the Mounted Rifles (later the 3rd Cavalry), he saw service in the Southwest and was severely wounded during an engagement with Indians in New Mexico. Promoted to first lieutenant in May 1861, he participated as a staff officer during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

In August 1861 Averell became colonel of the 3rd Pennsylvania Cavalry, leading it during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Having been promoted to captain in the regular army, he commanded a cavalry brigade in the Army of the Potomac during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), after which he was elevated to brigadier general of volunteers. He continued in brigade command, seeing action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), before taking command of a division in the newly organized Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, in February 1863. On March 17, 1863, Averell’s division won an engagement at Kelly’s Ford, Virginia, the first by Union cavalry against Confederate major general J. E. B. Stuart’s vaunted horsemen.

Later that spring, Averell’s division participated in Major General George Stoneman’s Richmond Raid before rejoining the main army during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4). Averell’s apparent lack of zeal during that engagement prompted Major General Joseph Hooker to relieve him from command. Averell spent much of the next year leading a cavalry brigade in various operations in West Virginia, including a successful raid to Lewisburg. Finally regaining a divisional command, he participated in Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Averell’s division performed well in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864), but the general’s perceived lack of aggressiveness in pursuing the defeated Confederates following the Battle of Fisher’s Hill three days later drew the wrath of Sheridan, who relieved Averell shortly thereafter.
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Union brigadier general William W. Averell (seated) showed talent as a cavalry commander early in the Civil War but was removed from his command for lack of aggressiveness by Major General Philip H. Sheridan following the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864). (Library of Congress)

Without a command, Averell saw no further important duty. He was brevetted major general in both the regular and volunteer armies before resigning his commissions in May 1865. After the war, he served as U.S. consul general in Canada from 1866 to 1869 before embarking on a highly lucrative career as an inventor. Averell died in Bath, New York, on February 3, 1900.
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Averell’s Raids

Start Date: August 1863

End Date: December 1863

Union cavalry raids in West Virginia. Following the highly successful Confederate Jones-Imboden Raid in the spring of 1863 into Union-held western Virginia (West Virginia as of June 1863), on May 18 Union Army general in chief Major General Henry W. Halleck appointed Brigadier General William W. Averell to replace Brigadier General Benjamin S. Roberts as commander of the 4th Separate Brigade of VIII Corps, the Union unit primarily responsible for the defense of western Virginia. Averell arrived in Weston four days later to take charge of all Union forces between the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad (B&O) and the Kanawha River. Fighting in this region had led Washington to the realization that infantry could not move about with sufficient speed, especially with Confederate cuts to the B&O, and that more mobile forces were required. Cavalry thus became the major defensive arm in western Virginia.

Averell had a checkered record, having been removed from his command because of dilatory leadership during the Chancellorsville Campaign (March–May 1863); he would again be removed from command in 1864 by Major General Philip H. Sheridan for his performance in the latter’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 7, 1865). In the western Virginia command, however, Averell performed well.

Averell’s brigade was scattered over a dozen counties, insufficient in numbers for the task at hand and poorly equipped and trained. His orders called on Averell to use the B&O depot at Clarksburg as his supply point and, as much as possible, transform his command into a cavalry force capable of rapid concentration and movement. The clear intention was to build up the western Virginia force to a point where the Union could turn the tables on the Confederates by raiding eastward into their lines.

Averell concentrated his men in three locations and set about drilling, rearming, and reequipping them; his 3,000-man brigade was soon transformed into cavalry. His success in this regard can be seen in the fact that his brigade, later known as the 4th Division and then the Cavalry Division, was able to take the offensive within only three months. In August, November, and December 1863, Averell led successive long raids against Confederate lines of communications, often over treacherous terrain in bad weather.

On August 12 Averell departed Moorefield on his first raid. His objectives were to destroy the saltpeter works near Franklin, clear Confederate troops from the Greenbrier Valley, and capture the Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals library in Lewisburg for the new state of West Virginia. On August 19 Averell destroyed the saltpeter works, and three days later he drove Confederate forces under Colonel William L. “Mudwall” Jackson from Pocahontas County. The raiders also destroyed another saltpeter works. But when Averell attempted to take Lewisburg, he was turned back on August 26 at Rocky Gap near White Sulphur Springs by Confederate forces under Major General Samuel Jones. After two days of fighting Averell withdrew, reaching Beverly on August 31.

Averell’s second raid began on November 1, when he led 5,000 cavalry and infantry southward from Beverly. Two days later Brigadier General Alfred N. Duffié departed from Charleston with 1,700 men. They were to join forces at Lewisburg. Reaching Huntersville on November 4, Averell learned that some 600 Confederates of W. L. Jackson’s command were at Marling’s Bottom. Averell attempted to cut them off but failed, and the Confederates withdrew to Droop Mountain, just north of Lewisburg. There they were joined by Brigadier General John Echols and the 1st Brigade of the Army of Southwestern Virginia from Lewisburg. In all, the Confederates had only some 1,700 men. Averell was victorious in the ensuing Battle of Droop Mountain (November 6, 1863), with the Confederates suffering perhaps 175 men killed, wounded, or captured. Averell lost 119 (6 killed, 112 wounded, and 1 missing).

The defeated Confederates withdrew through Lewisburg toward Monroe. Averell arrived at Lewisburg on November 7, Duffié having reached there only hours before after an uneventful march. The combined Union force initially proceeded toward Dublin, but then Averell and Duffié decided to abandon operations. Duffié returned to Beverly on November 12, and Averell returned to Beverly on November 17.

Averell’s last raid, known as the Salem Raid, occurred during December 8–26. Brigadier General Benjamin Franklin Kelley, commanding the Union Department of West Virginia, asked Averell to attack the Confederate supply depot at Salem on the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad. This was prompted by the threat to Union-held Knoxville, Tennessee, posed by Confederate forces under Lieutenant General James Longstreet. Averell’s plan called for several diversionary thrusts by other units intended to convince the Confederates that the Union target was Staunton, deceptions that were largely successful.

The raid commenced on December 8, with Averell leading some 2,500 cavalry and mounted infantry plus a battery of artillery from New Creek. Two days later he had reached Petersburg, and on December 12 he departed for Salem. Harsh weather conditions, including heavy rain, greatly complicated operations. Sticking to back roads and pushing his men hard, on December 16 Averell arrived at Salem, having covered 80 miles in only three days. Averell set his men to work destroying the considerable stocks of foodstuffs there. He also sent men east and west of Salem to destroy track. Averell later reported that his men had torn up some 16 miles of track and destroyed six bridges and 175 wagons, in addition to tons of food supplies.

After six hours in Salem, Averell departed. Confederate forces sought to intercept the raiders, but Averell again employed lightly traveled roads in the Covington and Droop Mountain area for his return. Only troops under Mudwall Jackson stood in his way. In the ensuing fighting, some of the members of the rear guard were captured, but the bulk of Averell’s men reached Beverly and safety on December 26. In all, Averell had covered some 400 miles and sustained casualties of 7 drowned, 7 wounded, 1 missing, and 97 captured. Although the rail damage was soon repaired and the line was back in operation, the raid led to new respect on the part of the Confederates for Northern cavalry.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Averell, William Woods; Droop Mountain, Battle of; Duffié, Alfred Napoléon Alexandre; Echols, John; Jackson, William Lowther; Jones, Samuel; Jones and Imboden Raid into West Virginia; Kelley, Benjamin Franklin; Knoxville Campaign; Longstreet, James; Roberts, Benjamin Stone

Further Reading

Averell, William Woods. Ten Years in the Saddle: The Memoirs of William Woods Averell. Edited by Edward K. Eckert and Nicholas J. Amato. San Rafael, CA: Presidio, 1978.

Collins, Darrel L. General William Averell’s Salem Raid: Breaking the Knoxville Supply Line. Shippensburg, PA: Burd Street, 1998.

Lang, Theodore F. Loyal West Virginia, 1861–1865. 1895; reprint, Huntington, WV: Blue Acorn, 1998.

Stutler, Boyd D. West Virginia in the Civil War. Charleston: West Virginia Historical Education Foundation, 1966.

Ayres, Romeyn Beck

Birth Date: December 20, 1825

Death Date: December 4, 1888

Union officer. Romeyn Beck Ayres was born on December 20, 1825, in Montgomery County, New York, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1847. He was immediately assigned as a second lieutenant to U.S. occupation forces in Mexico City and Puebla during late 1847 and early 1848; he then saw duty in the American West and in garrison posts in the East. A first lieutenant (since 1852) when the Civil War began, on May 15, 1862, Ayres was advanced to captain of the 5th U.S. Artillery. He saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and would remain with the Army of the Potomac until war’s end.

Ayres fought in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), performing his duties capably. On November 29, 1862, he was advanced to brigadier general, U.S. Volunteers. Now assigned to V Corps, Ayres received a divisional command but without commensurate rank, seeing combat at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Beginning with the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Ayres led the 1st Division, V Corps. He then commanded the 2nd Division, V Corps, from June 1864 until January 1865. Ayres saw considerable action during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Wounded in January 1865, he returned to duty in time to participate in the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865) and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9). Ayres was brevetted through major general (volunteers and regular army) for his war service.

Ayres remained in the army at the conclusion of the war, with the permanent rank of lieutenant colonel. He served in Arkansas, Louisiana, and Florida before being promoted to colonel of the 2nd Artillery on July 15, 1879. Ayres died on December 4, 1888, while on active duty at Fort Hamilton, New York.
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Babcock, Orville Elias

Birth Date: December 25, 1835

Death Date: June 2, 1884

Union officer. Orville Elias Babcock was born on December 25, 1835, in Franklin, Vermont. Graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1861, he was commissioned a second lieutenant and served as aide-de-camp to Major General Nathaniel P. Banks until August, at which time Babcock was assigned to Washington, D.C., where he helped build defensive fortifications. Advanced to first lieutenant on November 17, 1861, he then performed various engineering functions. By January 1, 1863, he was a lieutenant colonel and was appointed assistant inspector general of VI Corps. A month later he became assistant inspector general and chief engineer for IX Corps. Babcock saw action during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) as well as the engagements at Blue Springs, Tennessee (October 5, 7, 10, 1863) and the Battle of Campbell’s Station (November 16, 1863).

In January 1864 Babcock was named chief engineer for the Department of Ohio before becoming Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s aide-de-camp. Babcock served Grant ably during the final year of the war, and in April 1865 Grant tasked Babcock with delivering terms of surrender to Confederate general Robert E. Lee. When the war ended, Babcock was brevetted brigadier general for his service.

After the war Babcock, promoted to colonel, remained on Grant’s military staff until March 1869, when Grant became president, and served as Grant’s personal secretary. In 1875 Babcock was indicted for his alleged participation in the so-called Whiskey Ring, one of numerous scandals that dogged Grant’s presidency. After Grant provided testimony in his favor, Babcock was acquitted.

Grant nevertheless tried to distance himself from his friend, naming him superintendent of public works. Babcock was also implicated in a scheme to fix the gold market. Grant then appointed Babcock inspector of lighthouses at Mosquito Inlet, Florida, in a further attempt to separate himself from his erstwhile friend. As Babcock supervised the construction of a new lighthouse there, his small boat was swamped in a sudden squall, and he drowned on June 2, 1884.
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Bachelder, John Badger

Birth Date: September 29, 1825

Death Date: December 22, 1894

Photographer, lithographer, artist, historian, and preservationist. John Badger Bachelder was born on September 29, 1825, in Gilmanton, New Hampshire. After being educated in local schools, he moved to Pennsylvania, where he became a teacher and school principal. An avid reader, he had an abiding interest in military affairs and eventually became a colonel in the Pennsylvania Militia. He also developed a keen artistic eye, painting or photographing numerous landscapes and portraits.

After the Civil War began in 1861, Bachelder decided to wed his love of things military with his artistic talents. He thus received permission to travel along with the Army of the Potomac, in the process producing dozens of detailed sketches and drawings of battles and other events. His talents were appreciated by Union commanders, who often employed his sketches to reconnoiter unfamiliar terrain. Bachelder’s sketches of the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) have been deemed the most accurate of any produced during the war.

Bachelder’s most famous combat work came at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He produced dozens of detailed sketches of the topography, the battle lines, and various charges and countercharges. He also personally interviewed dozens of participants, from soldiers to commanders, in order to portray the battle as accurately as possible. In the autumn of 1863, he unveiled a large panoramic drawing of the Gettysburg battlefield.

Soon Bachelder became the self-appointed historian and preservationist of the battle and battlefield, even sponsoring reunions of Gettysburg veterans after the war ended. He was also influential in the placement of many monuments and battle markings in and around the battlefield. In 1886 he produced a detailed history of the Battle of Gettysburg at the behest of the federal government. Some criticized the work as not being sufficiently representative of the Confederate side, but it nevertheless offered the first detailed account of the famous encounter.

Bachelder continued with his photographic and artistic pursuits before dying on December 22, 1894, in Hyde Park, Massachusetts.
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Bagby, George William

Birth Date: August 13, 1828

Death Date: November 29, 1883

Southern journalist, humorist, and state librarian of Virginia. George William Bagby was born on August 13, 1828, in Buckingham County, Virginia, the son of a Lynchburg merchant. Bagby attended several boarding schools and colleges in both New Jersey and Delaware before graduating from the University of Pennsylvania Medical School in 1849. He practiced medicine briefly before becoming a journalist.

Prior to the Civil War, Bagby edited the Lynchburg Virginian and the Lynchburg Express. In the Southern Literary Messenger, his “Letters of Mozis Adduma” provided his first taste of journalistic fame. In the late 1850s he was also the Washington correspondent for leading Southern newspapers and became editor of the Southern Literary Messenger in 1860. His essay “An Unrenowned Warrior” provides an account of his brief service in the Confederate Army. Bagby also wrote for the Charleston Mercury under the pseudonym “Hermes,” for the Mobile Register as “Gamma,” and for the Columbus Georgia Sun as “Pan.” The Southern Literary Messenger was published in Richmond from May 1834 to June 1864, when the press in Richmond was thrown into turmoil. Its most famous writer and contributing editor had been Edgar Allan Poe.

Bagby’s reporting was often critical of the military and the Confederate government. During the course of the war, he became one of President Jefferson Davis’s foremost critics in the Southern press, writing, for example, that “We have reached a very dark hour…. Cold, haughty, peevish, narrow-minded, pig-headed, malignant, he [Davis] is the cause. While he lives, there is no hope.”

After the war, Bagby became known for his romanticizing about the antebellum South, and his work added to the myths surrounding the so-called Lost Cause. His book The Old Virginia Gentleman and Other Sketches is emblematic of Southern nostalgia for a supposedly idyllic bygone era. From 1870 to 1878, he was Virginia’s state librarian.

A prolific writer, Bagby authored Daniel’s Latch Key in 1868, What I Did with My Millions in 1874, and Meekin’s Twinses in 1877. Some of his work continued the tradition of Southern humorist writers such as Augustus Baldwin Longstreet and Johnson J. Hooper. In “Rubenstein’s Piano-Playin’,” a short story, Bagby tells the story of a rather unsophisticated Southerner who is inspired by the music he hears at a concert. Written mainly in Southern dialect and using phonetic spellings, the piece was quite popular when it first appeared.

Bagby died in Richmond on November 29, 1883. The Writings of Dr. Bagby, in three volumes, was published posthumously in 1884.
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Bailey, Joseph

Birth Date: May 6, 1825

Death Date: March 21, 1867

Union officer. Joseph Bailey was born on May 6, 1825, in Pennsville, Ohio. He moved to Illinois as a young boy and studied civil engineering there. In 1847 Bailey moved to Wisconsin, where he became a lumberman. On July 2, 1861, he entered the U.S. Volunteers as captain in the 4th Wisconsin Infantry. He was soon dispatched to the Department of the Gulf, where he remained for much of the war. In 1862 he participated in the occupation of New Orleans and in the taking of Port Hudson, Louisiana, on July 9, 1863, rising through the ranks to lieutenant colonel.

Bailey’s most important service came during the failed Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), when Major General Nathaniel P. Banks and Rear Admiral David D. Porter led a combined land and naval assault up Louisiana’s Red River that was designed to secure Shreveport and penetrate eastern Texas. Stopping short of Shreveport, Banks and Porter reluctantly called for a withdrawal, but not before rapidly falling water levels threatened to strand numerous Union warships above the Alexandria rapids. Bailey, who was now chief engineer of XIX Corps, came up with the radical plan of designing and building wing dams to raise the water level sufficiently so that Porter’s ships could negotiate the rapids. Bailey’s scheme seemed almost preposterous: raise the water level by at least 7 feet in an area where the Red River was 760 feet wide. Porter and Banks agreed to let him try, with Banks providing the bulk of the manpower. The dams were constructed of stone-filled cribs, bricks, downed trees, and even heavy machinery from a nearby cotton mill and a sugar refinery. By May 13, all of the stranded vessels had safely navigated the rapids.

Several days later near the confluence of the Red and Atchafalaya Rivers, Bailey’s engineering prowess was again proven when he constructed a makeshift bridge of steamers so that General Banks’s extensive wagon train could make it across the Atchafalaya. Highly praised by both Banks and Porter, Banks was promoted to colonel and brevetted brigadier general in June. He was also rewarded with the Thanks of Congress. Porter proclaimed that Bailey had saved the Union nearly $2 million by rescuing the stranded Mississippi Squadron. Bailey also played a central role in the Siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865). He was promoted to brigadier general in November 1864, but the appointment lapsed. Reappointed in April 1865, he resigned in July, having been brevetted major general of volunteers. Bailey settled in Vernon County, Missouri, that autumn, where he served as sheriff. He was killed on March 21, 1867, near Nevada, Missouri, while apprehending two local criminals.
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Bailey, Theodorus

Birth Date: April 12, 1805

Death Date: February 10, 1877

Union naval officer. Born in Chateaugay, New York, on April 12, 1805, Theodorus Bailey received a midshipman’s warrant on January 1, 1818. His first cruise was aboard the sloop Cyane, which took several slavers off Africa during 1820–1821. Bailey was in the Pacific in the ship of the line Franklin from 1821 to 1824 and was commissioned a lieutenant on March 3, 1827. He made a circumnavigation of the globe in the sloop Vincennes (1833–1836). He was again in the Pacific in the frigate Constellation from 1841 to 1843. His first command was of the storeship Lexington in 1846, which he sailed to California during the Mexican-American War, transporting men and supplies to Monterey. Landing his men and having transformed his ship into an armed cruiser, Bailey captured San Blas and then assisted in the U.S. military pacification of California.
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U.S. Navy Commodore Theodorus Bailey commanded the East Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron during 1862–1865. His warships captured some 150 ships attempting to run the blockade and also attacked Confederate shipping in ports and up rivers. (Hulton Archive/Getty Images)

Bailey was advanced to commander on March 6, 1849. Taking command of the sloop St. Mary’s in 1853, he cruised in it in the Pacific for three years and helped restore friendly relations with the people of Fiji. He was promoted to captain on December 15, 1855.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Bailey received command of the new screw frigate Colorado (commissioned in 1858) in the Gulf Blockading Squadron and participated in operations at Pensacola in May 1861. Bailey joined Flag Officer David G. Farragut as second-in-command of the West Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron and on April 24, 1862, led the passage of Forts St. Philip and Jackson on the lower Mississippi River in the screw gunboat Cayuga, the first Union ship past the water barrier. Farragut assigned Bailey to take the surrender of New Orleans.

Commissioned a commodore on July 16, 1862, Bailey was assigned to command the East Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron on November 4. Under Bailey’s leadership, the squadron aggressively patrolled the Florida coast. During the next year, of 52 vessels attempting to run the blockade, only 7 made it, and during a six-month period the blockaders captured nearly 100 ships. Bailey’s warships attacked vessels at dockside taking on or offloading cargo and also raided up bays and rivers.

Following the war, Bailey commanded the Portsmouth Navy Yard (1865–1867). He was advanced to rear admiral on July 25, 1866, and he retired from the navy on October 10, 1866. Bailey died in Washington, D.C., on February 10, 1877.
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Baird, Absalom

Birth Date: August 20, 1824

Death Date: June 14, 1905

Union officer. Absalom Baird was born on August 20, 1824, in Washington, Pennsylvania, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1849. Commissioned a second lieutenant and posted to artillery, he saw action against the Seminoles in Florida, toured Europe, was an instructor at West Point for six years, and served in western Texas, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1853. When the Civil War began in 1861, Baird was a captain at Fort Monroe. He participated in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), was promoted to major, and served during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). On April 28, 1862, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers.

Sent west, Baird commanded a division for the balance of the war, mostly in XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland. He performed well at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 23, 1863). He also took part in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864), and Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (February–April 1865). During the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864), Baird personally led a detached brigade that smashed through Confederate lines. For that action, he was awarded the Medal of Honor in 1896.

Baird remained in the army at war’s end, having been brevetted through major general in the regulars and volunteers. He reverted to his prewar rank of major and served in various posts, earning promotion to lieutenant colonel in 1867. In March 1885 he was appointed colonel and inspector general of the U.S. Army; promotion to the permanent rank of brigadier general came that September. Baird retired in 1888 and died on June 14, 1905, near Relay, Maryland.
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Baker, Alpheus

Birth Date: May 28, 1828

Death Date: October 2, 1891

Confederate officer. Alpheus Baker was born on May 28, 1828, in Abbeville District, South Carolina. After teaching school for a time, he read for the law and relocated to Eufaula, Alabama, in 1848. In 1849 he was admitted to the state bar and commenced a legal practice. With the beginning of the Civil War, in the spring of 1861 Baker enlisted in the Eufaula Rifles and was elected a captain. Dispatched first to Pensacola, Florida, and then to Tennessee as colonel of the 1st Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi Infantry in November 1861, he saw action in the siege of New Madrid in Missouri (March 3–14, 1862) and Island No. 10 (April 7), where he was taken prisoner.

Baker was exchanged in September and resumed command of his reorganized regiment, now designated the 54th Alabama Infantry, which he led during the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 26–December 20, 1862). At the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863), Baker was seriously wounded. He did not reassume a field command until 1864.

Advanced to brigadier general to date from March 5, 1864, Baker commanded a brigade during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and performed effectively during the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15, 1864). At the Battle of Ezra Church (July 28, 1864), he was again wounded.

Upon his recovery, Baker was sent to the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, where he had command of a brigade. At the beginning of Major General William T. Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865), Baker was ordered east to join General Joseph Johnston’s army. During the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865), Baker’s brigade distinguished itself by taking 204 prisoners.

With the end of the war, Baker once again took up his Alabama law practice. In 1878 he moved to Louisville, Kentucky, where he died on October 2, 1891.
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Baker, Edward Dickinson

Birth Date: February 24, 1811

Death Date: October 21, 1861

Lawyer, politician, and Union officer. Edward Dickinson Baker was born in London, England, on February 24, 1811. In 1816 he immigrated with his family to the United States, where his family settled first in Philadelphia and then in Indiana. In 1825 Baker moved with his family to Belleville, Illinois. He subsequently read for the law and was admitted to the bar in 1830. Opening a law practice in Springfield, where he first met fellow attorney Abraham Lincoln, Baker entered state politics as a Whig and served in the Illinois House of Representatives in 1837 and in the Illinois Senate from 1840 to 1844.

Baker was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives and served from March 1845 to December 1846. He secured a commission as a colonel during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), serving from July 1846 to May 1847. In 1848 Baker moved to Galena, Illinois, and served another term in the U.S. House of Representatives (1849–1851).

Baker moved to California in 1851, where he practiced law, became known for his soaring oratory, and led the fledgling Republican Party from 1854 to 1860. In 1860 he relocated to Oregon and was appointed a U.S. senator for the newly admitted state, serving until his death in October 1861. In May 1861 his old friend, President Lincoln, offered him a commission as a brigadier general of volunteers, but Baker declined the offer. Baker nevertheless helped raise the 71st Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment several months later and served as its colonel; at the same time, he held a major generalcy, which he never formally accepted, fearing that he would have to give up his Senate seat. By the late summer of 1861, he received command of a brigade.

On October 21, 1861, Baker led his brigade from Maryland across the Potomac River and toward a Confederate encampment in Leesburg, Virginia. The resulting Battle of Ball’s Bluff was a disaster. Union casualties were heavy, and Baker was clearly out of his element. Late in the afternoon on October 21, Baker was killed in action, the only sitting U.S. senator ever to die in battle. The nation lionized Baker, but in reality his weak leadership and poor grasp of fundamental military tactics had led to the Union defeat. Some have argued that Baker sought glory in battle to enhance his political career.
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Baker, Lafayette Curry

Birth Date: October 12, 1826

Death Date: July 3, 1868

Union officer and founder of the Secret Service. Lafayette Curry Baker was born in Stafford, New York, on October 12, 1826. He moved frequently throughout the United States before the Civil War. For a time he lived in San Francisco, where he worked with vigilantes trying to end corruption and gambling there.

In 1861 Baker volunteered to serve as a spy for U.S. Army general in chief Lieutenant General Winfield Scott. Posing as a photographer, Baker crossed Union lines and entered Virginia. The information that he subsequently provided Scott is considered to have been valuable. Several times Baker was arrested by Union and Confederate forces as a spy because he was essentially acting as a double agent. Briefly imprisoned by the Confederates in Fredericksburg, Virginia, on his return to the North he was placed in charge of a counterespionage unit within the State Department.

In February 1862, this organization was transferred to the War Department, in which it became the National Detective Bureau, otherwise known as the Secret Service. In this capacity Baker investigated charges of corruption in the Treasury Department and disloyalty within the military. He also provided information about Confederate troop movements and a plot to capture Washington, D.C. Baker was also responsible for the capture of the notorious Confederate spy Belle Boyd. Beginning in 1863, Baker held a military commission as colonel of the 1st District of Columbia Cavalry, although he rarely if ever led the special unit. Following President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination in April 1865, Baker took a leading a role in the search for and capture of Lincoln’s killer, John Wilkes Booth, for which Baker was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers.

Although Baker enjoyed some success, he also operated with little regard for warrants or the constitutional rights of those he pursued. He is also reported to have employed brutal interrogation techniques and false imprisonment to obtain information.

Baker’s fortunes declined dramatically after the Civil War. He repeatedly clashed with President Andrew Johnson, who ultimately dismissed Baker on suspicion of spying on him. At issue was Baker’s attempt to gain incriminating evidence against Lucy Cobb, a pardon broker with whom Johnson was reputed to be having an affair. Baker had warned Johnson about her activities and set a trap to catch her selling documents needed to obtain a pardon.

Baker testified at Johnson’s impeachment hearings and provided false information against the president to the effect that Johnson had been engaged in correspondence with Jefferson Davis and had expressed sympathies for the Confederate cause. Baker died in Philadelphia on July 3, 1868, shortly after the end of Johnson’s trial.
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Baker, Laurence Simmons

Birth Date: May 15, 1830

Death Date: April 10, 1907

Confederate officer. Laurence Simmons Baker was born on May 15, 1830, in Gates County, North Carolina. An 1851 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, he was commissioned in the Mounted Rifles as a second lieutenant and spent the next decade mainly on garrison duty in the West, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1859. He resigned his commission on May 10, 1861, to enter Confederate service.

Baker then became lieutenant colonel of the 1st North Carolina Cavalry Regiment, with date of rank from March 16. The following spring, he was made colonel of his unit and was ordered to join the Army of Northern Virginia. He took part in both the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862).

Shortly thereafter Baker’s command, part of Brigadier Wade Hampton’s brigade, fought effectively in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). After Hampton was wounded at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Baker led his brigade, this time engaging in a highly effective rearguard action that facilitated the Confederate retreat from Pennsylvania. On July 31 Baker was critically wounded while his brigade was repulsing a Union cavalry offensive near Brandy Station, Virginia. He was advanced to brigadier general to date from July 23.

After a lengthy recovery, in June 1864 Baker received command of the Second Military District in North Carolina. He was then given command of a reserve brigade in South Carolina. Returning to North Carolina in early 1865, Baker led a brigade during part of Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865) and at the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865). Following the Confederate surrender, Baker was paroled in May 1865 and lived in New Bernville, North Carolina, and then Tidewater, Virginia, where he briefly farmed. He then became a railroad, telegraph, and shipping agent at Suffolk, Virginia, where he died on April 10, 1907.
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Bald Hill, Georgia, Engagement at

Event Date: July 21, 1864

Union effort to secure the prominent feature known as Bald Hill (renamed Leggett’s Hill as a result of the engagement) northeast of Atlanta during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). In the spring of 1864, Union major general William T. Sherman began his campaign to capture the city of Atlanta, a major transportation and industrial hub for the Confederacy. On July 17, 1864, Confederate president Jefferson Davis removed General Joseph Johnston, commander of the Confederate Army of Tennessee, from the vicinity of Atlanta because of his evident intention to abandon the city without a fight. Davis then promoted Lieutenant General John Bell Hood to the rank of full general in command of the Army of Tennessee.

Meanwhile, Sherman ordered the three armies under his command—the Army of the Ohio, the Army of the Tennessee, and the Army of the Cumberland—to approach Atlanta from the north and east. This move triggered Hood’s decision to strike back at the Army of the Cumberland first along Peachtree Creek north of Atlanta, which resulted in the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20, 1864), a bloody repulse for the Confederates. Toward the end of the battle, Hood received notice from his cavalry commander, Major General Joseph Wheeler, that the Union Army of the Tennessee was approaching Atlanta from the east, and Hood dispatched Major General Patrick Cleburne’s infantry division to reinforce Wheeler’s dismounted cavalrymen.

The only prominence of any significance on the flatlands east of Atlanta was Bald Hill, a lozenge-shaped terrain feature rising some 75 feet in elevation above the surrounding plains. The hill also lacked vegetation, making it an ideal position from which to bombard Atlanta with artillery. Cleburne deployed his infantry north of Bald Hill and south of the Georgia Railroad cut, which ran into Atlanta north of the hill. To cover his right (south) flank, Cleburne positioned Wheeler’s dismounted cavalry atop Bald Hill.

Major General James McPherson, commanding the Army of the Tennessee, ordered Brigadier General Mortimer Leggett’s division to capture Bald Hill, with Brigadier General Giles Smith’s division in support. At sunrise on July 21, Leggett’s men advanced out of the woods surrounding the hill. Brigadier General Manning T. Force’s brigade led. The dismounted Confederate cavalrymen fired a single volley before they broke and ran, exposing Cleburne’s right flank. Meanwhile, Union artillery swept the summit of the hill. Leggett’s division then occupied the hill. Placing their own artillery on the summit, the Union troops soon began lobbing shells into Atlanta. Meanwhile, Colonel William Hall’s Iowa brigade of Giles Smith’s division advanced in support of Leggett’s right flank. There they ran into Brigadier General Hiram Granbury’s Texas Brigade (commanded by Brigadier General James A. Smith), anchoring the right flank of Cleburne’s division.

Some of the fiercest fighting of the war ensued as the Texans and Iowans fought hand to hand in and around the Confederate breastworks. Cleburne later referred to the fighting as the most desperate of his life. After a fierce engagement, the Texans drove the Iowans back into the woods northeast of Bald Hill. Cleburne and Leggett held their respective positions until after dark, when Cleburne withdrew his infantry into Atlanta. The presence of the Confederates convinced Leggett not to advance farther toward Atlanta on July 21. In the fighting that day Leggett’s division took some 350 casualties, and the supporting troops incurred almost as many. It was worth the cost, for control of the hill enabled Union artillery positioned there to enfilade the Confederate defensive line.

The engagement at Bald Hill served as a bloody prelude to the Battle of Atlanta the next day, July 22, 1864, seen by many as the decisive engagement of the entire Atlanta Campaign. Bald Hill, renamed Leggett’s Hill, has since been swallowed up by the growth of Atlanta and is now located directly beneath the intersection of Interstate 20 and Moreland Avenue in East Atlanta.
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Baldwin, John Brown

Birth Date: January 11, 1820

Death Date: September 30, 1873

Confederate officer and legislator. John Brown Baldwin was born on January 11, 1820, in Staunton, Virginia. He graduated from the University of Virginia in 1838 and thereafter read for the law and established a legal practice in Staunton. As a Whig, he spent one term in the Virginia House of Delegates. Baldwin did not initially support secession and voted against it at the Virginia Secession Convention of 1861. He was also part of a Southern delegation that met with President Abraham Lincoln in hopes of avoiding civil war.

In May 1861 Baldwin was appointed inspector general of state forces at the rank of colonel. That summer he became colonel of the 52nd Virginia Infantry Regiment, which was sent to western Virginia. The unit saw sporadic action, but in the autumn Baldwin’s poor health forced his resignation. He then was elected to the Confederate Congress, where he served for the duration of the war.

During the early part of his tenure, Baldwin generally supported the Confederate war effort and backed President Jefferson Davis’s war policies. However, as time went on, he came to criticize the Davis administration, especially its frequent suspension of habeas corpus, violations of personal property, and assaults on states’ rights. During his second term, Baldwin sharply criticized the national government’s confiscation of civilian property, particularly the seizure of crops and foodstuffs to feed Confederate soldiers. He feared that such moves would ultimately result in a rebellion against the government and even food riots.

Only a few months after the war ended in 1865, Baldwin returned to Staunton. He was promptly elected to the Virginia House of Delegates, where he became Speaker. He served until 1867, when declining health compelled his withdrawal from active politics. Baldwin died on September 30, 1873, in Staunton, Virginia.
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Baldwin, William Edwin

Birth Date: July 28, 1827

Death Date: February 19, 1864

Confederate officer. William Edwin Baldwin was born on July 28, 1827, in Stateburg, South Carolina, but moved to Mississippi as a youth. As an adult, he settled in Columbus, Mississippi, where he established a bookstore. He also joined the local militia. When the Civil War began in 1861, Baldwin enlisted in the Confederate Army and secured a colonel’s commission, leading the 14th Mississippi Infantry. He was first dispatched to Pensacola, Florida, before joining Brigadier General Felix Zollicoffer’s brigade in eastern Tennessee in August 1861. Baldwin’s brigade was then sent to Kentucky.

Serving under Brigadier General Gideon Pillow at the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), Baldwin’s regiment fought well, but Baldwin was taken prisoner with the Confederate surrender and not exchanged until August 1862. Upon his release he was promoted to brigadier general and given command of a brigade in the Army of West Tennessee. Baldwin performed well in the Battle of Coffeeville (December 5, 1862) and ably led his brigade in the Battle of Port Gibson (May 1, 1863), the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863), and throughout the Siege of Vicksburg (May 18–July 4, 1863), after which he was again taken prisoner but was soon exchanged. He was then sent to the District of Mobile. His brigade was briefly detached for service in Tennessee before returning to Mobile in January 1864. Baldwin was killed when a stirrup broke and he fell from his horse on February 19, 1864, at Dog River Factory, Alabama.
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Balloons

During the American Civil War, both the Union and Confederate forces experimented with the use of balloons for aerial reconnaissance. In April 1861, aeronaut Thaddeus S. C. Lowe wrote to U.S. secretary of the treasury Salmon Chase proposing the establishment of a balloon corps. Chase subsequently arranged a meeting between Lowe and President Abraham Lincoln. On June 17, 1861, Lowe ascended in his balloon, the Enterprise, over Washington, D.C. Lincoln was impressed enough to see to the establishment of a Balloon Corps, with Lowe as its head.

Lowe’s Balloon Corps served the Union Army from 1861 to 1863. Lowe oversaw the construction of seven balloons for the army and ultimately developed a mobile field generator to produce hydrogen gas in the field. The Balloon Corps saw extensive service around Washington, D.C., in late 1861; during Major General George McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862); and during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). The aeronauts gathered information on Confederate troop movements and deployments and made maps of the area. Balloons were also used to direct artillery fire.

The sole use of a balloon in the western theater occurred on March 25, 1862, during Union operations against Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River. McClellan sent Captain J. H. Steiner of the Balloon Corps and his balloon the Eagle to the West, but commander of the Department of the Missouri Major General Henry W. Halleck was not impressed and sent them on to Cairo. Steiner then offered his services to Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote, who placed a large barge at Steiner’s disposal for the balloon and its generator. On March 25 Steiner and two others ascended in the Eagle some 500 feet. Haze obscured their vision, but they could see Confederate steamers at the far end of Island No. 10 but no gunboats. An ascent the next day produced information that the Union mortars were overshooting their target, leading to adjustments in charges and more satisfactory results. Shortly thereafter, however, Steiner returned to Cairo.
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Aeronaut Thaddeus S. Lowe observes the Battle of Fair Oaks in Virginia from the balloon Intrepid on May 31, 1862. Both Union and Confederate forces employed balloons during the war to gather intelligence. (National Archives)

In February 1863 Lowe was summoned to Washington to testify on the contribution of the Balloon Corps to the war effort. At the time, many in the government were looking to cut costs from the war effort and questioned the efficacy of the Balloon Corps. Lowe was also forced to answer charges of misappropriation of funds. Frustrated, he resigned in May 1863, and Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant disbanded the Balloon Corps later that summer.

The Confederacy lacked the resources to sustain a significant balloon program during the war but did manage to have balloons available intermittently until early 1863. Lieutenant Colonel Edward Porter Alexander was placed in charge of the Confederate balloon program in Virginia. During the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), the Confederates carried out numerous aerial observations in their silk-dress balloon. The balloon was not made from dresses contributed by Confederate women, as the name suggested. Rather, it consisted of multiple strips of silk of various hues and patterns purchased in Charleston, South Carolina. The balloon could only be inflated at the Richmond Gas Works and was transported to the front by rail. As the Union army withdrew back down the peninsula at the end of June 1862, the silk-dress balloon was moved to the James River, where it would be towed by the Confederate steamship Teaser. On July 4, 1862, the Teaser ran aground, and Union forces captured the balloon. The Confederates built another balloon in September 1862, but it never saw service and was lost in a storm in February 1863, ending the Confederate balloon program.

Civil War balloons ranged in size up to 45 feet in height, not counting the gondola. The largest held 32,000 cubic feet of hydrogen, the smallest about 15,000 cubic feet. The gondola under the balloons could carry one to five men. Lowe also experimented with the use of telegraph wire from the balloons to transmit messages, but too often the wires became tangled. Written messages tied to rocks often proved more efficient.

Braving technical problems, enemy artillery and small arms fire, and the elements, balloonists were able to gather some useful intelligence and direct artillery fire, although the information provided was not always used to advantage by the recipients of the intelligence. Despite problems, the manned balloon in effect extended the battlefield and represented an important step forward in aerial reconnaissance.
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Ball’s Bluff, Battle of

Event Date: October 21, 1861

Early engagement in Virginia. The Battle of Ball’s Bluff (known to the Confederates as the Battle of Leesburg) occurred along the Potomac River in northwestern Virginia about two miles from Leesburg on October 21, 1861. The battle was actually a fragmented series of skirmishes with fighting also occurring on October 22 some three miles downstream at Edwards Ferry.

New Union Army commander Major General George C. McClellan devoted his energies to strengthening the defenses of Washington and training the army. Pressed by President Abraham Lincoln and others to take action, in October 1861 McClellan authorized a reconnaissance in force across the Potomac River toward Dranesville, in hopes of securing Leesburg.

The Battle of Ball’s Bluff resulted from a Union patrol that crossed the Potomac on the night of October 20 and erroneously reported the presence of a Confederate camp (apparently a row of trees presumed to be tents). Union area commander Brigadier General Charles P. Stone, commanding the 2nd Division (Corps of Observation) of the Army of the Potomac, ordered a raid on the camp the next morning by the 15th Massachusetts Infantry under Colonel Charles Devens Jr. This force of 300 men discovered the error but remained in place on the Virginia side of the river.

Confederate troops soon learned of the Union presence, and Colonel Winfield Scott Featherston moved his 17th Mississippi Infantry to engage the Federals at the site. Confederate area commander Colonel Nathan G. Evans had up to 2,500 men of the 7th Brigade of the Army of the Potomac at his disposal. General Stone decided to reinforce without knowing that fighting had begun. Ultimately, each side committed about 1,700 men to the battle.

In the early afternoon of October 21, Colonel Edward D. Baker arrived at Ball’s Bluff with the 3rd Brigade of Stone’s command. Baker was a U.S. senator from Oregon, a strong proponent of the war, and an intimate of President Lincoln. Although Baker possessed undoubted courage, he did not demonstrate much military sense. He spent several hours on the Maryland side of the river involved in the logistics of getting his 1,000 men across. But Baker’s chief failure was not securing the sloping ground to the left of the Union position in a cleared field atop Ball’s Bluff on the Virginia side at the river. In Confederate hands, it enabled them to enfilade the Union troops and pour down fire on the exposed soldiers there. Baker was among those shot and killed, at about 5:00 p.m.

Thereafter, the Union defense collapsed. Because of the nature of the Union position and a shortage of boats, most of the Union soldiers became casualties. There was only a single narrow path down the 100-foot Ball’s Bluff, and many men were injured trying to reach the river below or were subsequently shot or drowned trying to cross in the few craft available. The battle resulted in Union casualties of 49 killed, 158 wounded, and 553 taken prisoner. The Confederates claimed to have captured 1,500 stands of arms and three small cannon. They reported their own losses as 33 killed, 115 wounded, and 1 missing. There were only a few casualties in the skirmishing at Edwards Ferry the next day.

The defeat at Ball’s Bluff stunned the North. Although professional officers blamed Baker, there were those in Congress who saw a wider plot. They lionized Baker and used the defeat to press for the establishment of the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War and push for an uncompromising prosecution of the war and a strong stand against slavery. Stone became the scapegoat and was later charged with a variety of spurious crimes, including communication with the enemy and returning escaped slaves to their masters. Although he was never brought to trial, Stone saw his military career ruined.
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Baltimore, Maryland

Port city located on Maryland’s Patapsco River, an arm of the Chesapeake Bay, some 40 miles to the northeast of Washington, D.C. In 1860 Baltimore was the nation’s largest industrial city south of Philadelphia and the third most populous city in the United States, with 212,478 people. Some 50,000 free blacks in Baltimore made up the nation’s greatest concentration of nonwhites. Although a border state, Maryland was also a slave state, the secession of which would have left the U.S. capital surrounded by Confederate territory. Baltimore claimed the first Civil War casualties and became the first battlefield and the first Union-occupied city. Many Northerners viewed Baltimore as a largely Confederate stronghold, and its population remained deeply divided until the war’s end.

Following President Abraham Lincoln’s call to suppress the rebellion that began in April 1861, the 6th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment, commanded by Colonel Edward F. Jones, was summoned to protect the nation’s capital. The 6th Massachusetts departed Boston by train and arrived at Baltimore’s President Street Station early on April 19. There was no way to directly connect with the city’s other main train station, however, so Jones attempted to march his regiment to the closest link at Camden Station. Cars were uncoupled, hitched to horse teams, and pulled through the streets. As they progressed along Pratt Street, armed Confederate sympathizers attacked, sparking the Baltimore Riot that killed 4 soldiers and 12 civilians.

Thereafter Mayor George W. Brown, who supported the South, ordered the burning of northern railroad bridges leading into Baltimore to prevent further violence. On April 20 the city began a period of armed neutrality, hauling down the U.S. flag and replacing it with Maryland’s state flag. Union troops, including the soldiers who had been attacked on April 19, returned to Baltimore on May 13 and occupied the city, invoking martial law and suppressing pro-Confederate activities. Quickly and silently they occupied Federal Hill, the highest point, and pointed their largest artillery pieces toward the city’s downtown area.

Historians have largely overlooked the significance of the Union’s bloodless conquest. It took Baltimore out of the war as far as the Confederacy was concerned, strengthened Maryland’s Unionists, and likely transferred battle lines from the Susquehanna River to the Potomac River. Arguably, this action saved the state and possibly the Union itself. Maryland remained under direct federal administration until the war’s end. Meanwhile, Mayor Brown, the city council, and the police commissioner were all arrested and briefly imprisoned at Fort McHenry.

Throughout the conflict, Baltimore’s railroads, shipping industry, and other factories became a major part of the Union’s war machine. Meanwhile, Maryland’s U.S. military enlistments outnumbered those in the Confederacy three to one.
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Baltimore & Ohio Railroad

Key railroad line. Both sides coveted the Baltimore & Ohio (B&O) Railroad, the nation’s oldest railroad, that stretched from Baltimore in the east to Wheeling, Virginia (later West Virginia) and the Ohio River to the west. In 1861 the railroad claimed more than $30 million in assets, to include ownership of more than 75 locomotives, 2,000 freight cars, and more than 100 passenger cars.

About 188 miles of the line ran through northern and western Virginia, and the Confederates believed that they would have to control the line if they hoped to maintain control of Unionist western Virginia and access to the strategically important Shenandoah Valley. Confederate president Jefferson Davis hoped to maintain control of the rail lines in northwestern Virginia in order to help prevent the capture of strategically important Harpers Ferry. Meanwhile, Union forces had to prevent the Confederates from controlling the most important railroad west of the Appalachian Mountains that provided access westward.

As a native Virginian, B&O president John W. Garrett sympathized with the South. Nonetheless, he found it necessary to take actions that ultimately benefited the North. Both Northern and Southern partisans and newspapers pressured Garrett to favor their cause, and editorial columns from both sides frequently targeted him and his railroad.

In April 1861 the federal government expropriated 22 miles of B&O track, with Garrett’s reluctant acquiescence, to be used as a designated military route. Nevertheless, Union commanders early on did not use the rail line with much efficiency or forethought. In August 1862, however, Union brigadier general Jacob D. Cox employed the B&O to move troops from the Great Kanawha Valley in western Virginia (West Virginia) east in order to join forces with Major General John Pope’s army. Although a laborious affair, the long-distance move of troops and supplies was significantly faster than an overland march, and the troops arrived at their destination much more rested and relaxed than would have been the case with a foot march. Some of Cox’s men participated in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).

In September 1863, B&O rolling stock helped to move approximately 25,000 men of the Union XI and XII Corps to Chattanooga, Tennessee, to reinforce the Union army under Major General William Rosecrans. The operation extended over eight days and required 30 trains using more than 700 cars to move the reinforcements.

The B&O also figured prominently in the Battle of Monocacy (July 9, 1864) during Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early’s raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21, 1864). Early led his corps north through the Shenandoah Valley to Harpers Ferry. Garrett headed west on his own special train and quickly assessed the Southern threat. He hurried back to the headquarters of Major General Lewis Wallace in Baltimore to warn him of the Confederate advance. Wallace then quickly moved troops to Monocacy Junction, Maryland, a spur of the B&O south of Frederick, Maryland, where he could cover the approaches to both Baltimore and Washington. He called for reinforcements from Petersburg, and Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant sent a division from VI Corps on boats up the Chesapeake Bay to Baltimore. There Garrett provided cars to speed them on to Monocacy. Although the Confederates won the Battle of Monocacy, the Union soldiers slowed Early sufficiently to allow more troops to arrive in Washington and help prevent a Confederate assault on the Union capital.

The Confederates targeted the B&O frequently during the war. In the course of the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), the Confederates damaged or destroyed more than 35 miles of the railroad’s track, which necessitated a large capital outlay for rebuilding. Less than a year later, a large raid by Confederate brigadier generals William E. “Grumble” Jones and John D. Imdoden inflicted considerable damage, which required more costly repairs. Despite frequent Confederate destruction of bridges and stations and the tearing up of track, the B&O continued to provide highly important service to the Union cause throughout most of the war.
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Baltimore Riot

Event Date: April 19, 1861

Anti-Union unrest in Baltimore, Maryland, at the start of the Civil War. Maryland, a border state, held strong secessionist sentiment. While President Abraham Lincoln was en route to his March 1861 inauguration, information was discovered about a plot to assassinate him in Baltimore, and the president-elect was essentially smuggled through the city in order to reach Washington, D.C. The federal capital was in fact surrounded by pro-Southern states, causing concerns for the safety of the seat of government.

With the beginning of the war on April 12, 1861, at Fort Sumter, South Carolina, anti-Union sentiments in Baltimore grew stronger. Although the Civil War had now already begun, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas—all slave states—had not yet seceded from the Union. Four other border states—Delaware, Maryland, Missouri, and Kentucky—were undeclared at this point. Virginia seceded on April 17, but other states delayed a decision.

Following the first shots of the Civil War, Lincoln called for troops to provide security for the federal capital. A week later on April 19, the 6th Massachusetts Regiment arrived in Baltimore from Pennsylvania on its way to Washington. Traveling with it were 10 companies of the Washington Brigade of Philadelphia. The Pennsylvania troops, at this point unarmed and without uniforms, were proceeding with the 6th Massachusetts for protection. In all, there were 1,800 Union troops in Baltimore.

At the time, there was no direct train connection between the railway stations in the inner city of Baltimore. Because the soldiers had to be transported between stations, cars were pulled through the streets by horses along Pratt Street to the Camden Street depot. The troops arrived in Baltimore at noon on April 19 and were met by a crowd of secessionists, who tried to prevent them from reaching Washington, D.C. Throngs of civilians stopped the convoy of horse-drawn carriages and began throwing stones and sticks and breaking store windows, finally forcing the troops to march on the streets. The soldiers, in turn, opened fire on the crowd while trying to find protection in the train station. In the process, the unarmed troops became separated from the armed regiment.
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The Baltimore Riots, April 19–May 13, 1861. Steel engraving by O. Pelton after William Momberger, published ca. 1862, depicting rioters attacking troops of the 6th Massachusetts Regiment transiting the city on their way to Washington, D.C., April 19. (Library of Congress)

Baltimore police were called to assist with crowd control while the soldiers boarded the train. During their escape from the rioting crowds, the Union troops left behind their equipment, including the marching band’s musical instruments. The incident claimed the lives of 12 civilians and 4 soldiers. Many more were injured.

Disturbances continued over the next days. Supporters of the Confederacy damaged the telegraph wires to Washington, effectively cutting the capital off from the rest of the country. Occasional brawls and skirmishes between the police and citizens continued weeks after the incident. Unrest did not effectively end until May 13, when Union forces occupied Baltimore in strength.

In the aftermath of the Baltimore Riot, the Maryland government destroyed rail bridges to prevent Union troops from entering Baltimore and prohibited Union troops from passing through the state. Baltimore mayor George William Brown and Maryland governor Thomas Hicks requested of President Lincoln that in the future troops be transported through Annapolis to avoid confrontations such as that which had occurred in Baltimore.

After the Baltimore rioting, the Pennsylvania government dispatched militia to protect the rail lines between Philadelphia and Washington, D.C. Union troops, including the soldiers who had been attacked on April 19, returned on May 13 and occupied Baltimore, imposing martial law and suppressing pro-Confederate activities. The pro-Southern mayor, city council, and police commissioner were all arrested and imprisoned at Fort McHenry. Participants in the previous month’s riot were also arrested, as was the entire Maryland legislature before a planned vote on secession, which likely would have failed in any case. The state of Maryland was then placed under direct federal administration and remained occupied until the end of the Civil War in April 1865.
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Banks, Nathaniel Prentice

Birth Date: January 30, 1816

Death Date: September 1, 1894

Politician and Union officer. Nathaniel Prentice Banks was born in Waltham, Massachusetts, on January 30, 1816. Raised in poverty, he was apprenticed in a textile mill but studied law and was admitted to the bar at age 23. His skill as a public speaker assisted his entry into politics. Elected to the Massachusetts House of Representatives as a Democrat, he served from 1843 to 1853. Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, he served from 1853 to 1857 and was Speaker from 1856 to 1857. His opposition to the spread of slavery led him to join the new Republican Party, and he was reelected with the help of that party in 1856. He resigned his seat in December 1857 and was elected governor of Massachusetts (1858–1861). By now he was probably the most popular political figure in New England.

With the start of the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln in May 1861 appointed Banks a major general of volunteers. Although Banks had no military training or experience, he followed his own counsel and rejected sound advice offered by his professional officer subordinates. His demonstrated early incompetence included losses to Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson in the First Battle of Winchester (May 25, 1862) and at Cedar Mountain (August 9).

Given command of the forces defending Washington, in November 1862 Banks was tasked with organizing a force of 30,000 New England recruits, and in part because of his excellent political connections, the effort was successful. A month later he sailed for New Orleans with this force to replace Major General Benjamin Butler as commander of the Department of the Gulf.

Laying siege to Port Hudson on the Mississippi, Banks made two unsuccessful assaults on that place in which he employed African American soldiers for the first time in a major battle during the war. The Confederates surrendered only on July 9, when they were low on food and ammunition and had learned that Union forces had captured Vicksburg upriver. For this Banks received the Thanks of Congress.
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No doubt the most popular political figure in New England at the start of the Civil War, Nathaniel P. Banks of Massachusetts secured a major generalcy of volunteers in the Union Army but rejected the sound advice of knowledgeable subordinates and proved a singularly inept field commander, as was most evident in the 1864 Red River Campaign. (National Archives)

With indications that Banks was considering a run for the presidency in 1864 on the Republican ticket, no doubt Lincoln reasoned that keeping Banks occupied in the West would mean that he was less likely to stir up trouble for Lincoln’s own effort to secure his party’s nomination. Banks therefore dutifully followed a plan developed by Major General Henry W. Halleck and Lincoln to move against Shreveport.

The ensuing Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) was a disaster. Supremely confident, Banks failed to undertake the detailed staff work necessary for success, was late to move, made poor dispositions, and proceeded toward Shreveport on a route that took him from the protection of Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s gunboats on the Red River. Caught with his forces in march formation, Banks was defeated by Confederate forces under Major General Richard Taylor in the Battle of Mansfield (April 8) but was able to withdraw 20 miles and make a stand the next day at the Battle of Pleasant Hill. Despite rebuffing the Confederates in this battle, Banks decided to withdraw. Ultimately Congress investigated the Red River fiasco; its report largely blamed Banks.

Recalled from field command and replaced by Major General Edward R. S. Canby, Banks went on leave in the autumn of 1864. He returned to command the Department of the Gulf briefly in the spring of 1865 but mustered out of the army in August. Again elected to Congress, Banks served from 1865 to 1873, from 1875 to 1879, and from 1889 to 1891. From 1879 to 1888 he was a U.S. marshal for Massachusetts. Banks died at Waltham on September 1, 1894.
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Barksdale, Ethelbert

Birth Date: January 24, 1824

Death Date: February 17, 1893

Journalist and politician. Ethelbert Barksdale was born on January 24, 1824, in Smyrna, Tennessee, and moved to Mississippi in 1837. There Barksdale embarked on a career in journalism, editing the Yazoo City Democrat (1845–1850) and then the Jackson Mississippian (1850–1861), an avidly pro-Democratic newspaper. Barksdale strongly supported states’ rights but was not an immediate advocate of secession. As a delegate to the 1860 Democratic National Convention, he left the proceedings, along with many Southern delegates, to support John C. Breckinridge. Only after Breckinridge had lost the 1860 election did Barksdale embrace secession.

Elected to the Confederate Congress in 1861, where he remained until war’s end, Barksdale proved to be a staunch supporter of Confederate president Jefferson Davis’s war policies. Barksdale also provided Davis with information on civilian and military developments in Mississippi.

Although he initially seemed to support Reconstruction, Barksdale quickly came to decry Radical Republican policies toward the South. As editor of the Jackson Clarion from 1867 to 1882, he used the newspaper as a mouthpiece for the Democratic Party and as a way to denigrate Reconstruction. Perhaps the most powerful Democrat in postwar Mississippi, Barksdale served as a delegate to the Democratic National Conventions of 1868, 1872, and 1880. Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1883, he served two terms (1883–1887). After leaving Washington, he retired to his plantation in Yazoo County and died on February 17, 1893, in Yazoo City, Mississippi.
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Barksdale, William

Birth Date: August 21, 1821

Death Date: July 3, 1863

Confederate officer. William Barksdale was born on August 21, 1821, in Smyrna, Tennessee, but moved to Columbus, Mississippi, as a young man. After studying at the University of Nashville, he was admitted to the bar in 1839 but eschewed legal practice, instead becoming the editor of a proslavery newspaper in Columbus. He served as a volunteer captain during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1852 as a Democrat, serving from 1853 until 1861 and earning a reputation as an ardent supporter of states’ rights. He also supported Southern secession by 1860.

In the early spring of 1861, Barksdale was quartermaster general for Mississippi state forces before being named colonel of the 13th Mississippi Infantry. Ordered east, Barksdale and his brigade participated in most of the key early battles in that theater. He led his regiment during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and took temporary command of Brigadier General Richard Griffith’s brigade after Griffith was mortally wounded during the Battle of Savage’s Station (June 29, 1862).

On August 12, 1862, Barksdale was advanced to brigadier general, leading a brigade in I Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. Like its commander, the outfit was known for its fierce fighting spirit. During the Second Battle of Fredericksburg (May 3–4, 1863), Barksdale helped stall the Union advance until the afternoon of May 3, which gave General Robert E. Lee sufficient time to prepare his forces for the final push in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Always willing to lead his men directly into combat, Barksdale was mortally wounded on the second day of fighting at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Captured by Union forces, he died on July 3.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Chancellorsville, Battle of; Fredericksburg, Second Battle of; Gettysburg, Battle of; Peninsula Campaign; Savage’s Station, Battle of

Further Reading

McKee, James W. “William Barksdale and the Congressional Election of 1852.” Journal of Mississippi History 34 (May 1972): 129–158.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Barlow, Francis Channing

Birth Date: October 19, 1834

Death Date: January 11, 1896

Union officer. Born on October 19, 1834, in Brooklyn, New York, Francis Channing Barlow grew up among the New England intellectual elite. After graduating from Harvard College in 1855, he moved to New York City, where he practiced law. In the spring of 1861 Barlow enlisted as a private in a three-month regiment. In November 1861 he returned to the army as lieutenant colonel of the 61st New York Infantry Regiment, assigned to II Corps of the Army of the Potomac. In April 1862 he succeeded to command of the regiment and saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) as well as the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he was badly wounded. Barlow was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on September 19, 1862. Upon returning from convalescence leave, he assumed command of a brigade and then a division in XI Corps. His men were routed on the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where Barlow was again seriously wounded.
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Union Army brigadier general Francis Channing Barlow saw major combat during the Civil War, including the July 1–3, 1863 Battle of Gettysburg, where he was seriously wounded. (Library of Congress)

In January 1864 Barlow returned to service and took charge of a division in II Corps. He saw heavy fighting throughout Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Although suffering enormous casualties at the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), Barlow’s command distinguished itself on May 12 at the so-called Bloody Angle, where some 3,000 Confederates were captured, including 2 generals, along with 30 regimental colors and 20 guns. In late August, Barlow requested a medical leave. He returned to his post that spring and led a division in the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865).

Barlow was promoted to major general on May 25, 1865. He soon left the service and returned to the practice of law in New York, where he was attorney general and played a key role in the prosecution of the Tweed Ring of Tammany Hall. Barlow died in New York City on January 11, 1896.
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Barnard, George Norman

Birth Date: December 23, 1819

Death Date: February 4, 1902

Noted daguerreotypist and photographer. George Norman Barnard was born in Coventry, Connecticut, on December 23, 1819, and began producing commercial daguerreotypes by the early 1840s. In 1843 he established a daguerreotype gallery in Oswego, New York, where he became well known for his landscape images and portraits. In 1853 he produced one of the world’s first news images by capturing a major fire at a local textile mill. The following year he relocated his gallery to Syracuse, where he began to make the transition to modern photography by employing collodian wet plates to produce images. Thereafter he traveled extensively, taking photos and developing them in a mobile darkroom.

In 1862 Barnard joined Mathew Brady’s corps of Civil War photographers, taking some of the first collodian photographs of the conflict. Among other scenes, Barnard captured the battlefield during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and soldiers at rest in the Virginia countryside. His images were not the stereotypical battle scenes, as he often liked to concentrate on background images and the damage that battles had wrought on man-made and natural structures. In 1863 Barnard left Brady’s employ, most likely because Barnard was not receiving recognition for his work.

Beginning in mid-1863, Barnard was again working independently, producing spectacular images of the landscape of the Middle South, especially in Tennessee. He also captured battle sites at Lookout Mountain and Chattanooga, among others. During the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Barnard shadowed Union forces under the command of Major General William T. Sherman, capturing many scenes. Barnard also provided landscape photography as well as images of Confederate defenses and fortifications that were used by Union forces for reconnaissance during the campaign. Sherman was so pleased with Barnard’s work that he asked him to accompany his army during the campaigns to capture Savannah and secure the Carolinas.

In 1866 Barnard set up shop in New York City, where he published his most influential and popular work: an expansive book of 61 full-page prints of photos taken during 1864 and 1865 titled Photographic Views of Sherman’s Campaign. This work cemented his reputation as one of the nation’s outstanding photographers. In late 1868 Barnard established himself in Chicago, where he produced vivid images of the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, even as his own studio went up in flames. He went on to produce many images throughout the Midwest and South and pioneered a new photographic process for George Eastman. Barnard died in Cedarville, New York, on February 4, 1902.
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Barnard, John Gross

Birth Date: May 19, 1815

Death Date: May 14, 1882

Union officer. John Gross Barnard was born on May 19, 1815, in Sheffield, Massachusetts. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1833. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers, he would spend the entirety of his 48-year army career as an engineer. He helped build and improve numerous coastal defenses and harbor facilities, and during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) he erected the U.S. defenses at Tampico. During 1855–1856, Barnard served as superintendent at West Point; he also authored many papers and articles on scientific and engineering subjects. He advanced through the ranks, reaching major in 1858.

Assigned as chief engineer for the Department of Washington, D.C., in April 1861, Barnard had the rather thankless task of constructing the capital city’s defenses. In July 1861 he supervised reconnaissance efforts prior to the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Barnard was advanced to brigadier general (volunteers) on September 23, 1861. The next year he oversaw the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862). Barnard was later sharply critical of Union major general George B. McClellan’s conduct of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), writing a withering critique that was widely circulated during the 1864 presidential campaign, in which McClellan was a candidate.

From May 1862 until June 1864, Barnard remained as chief engineer in Washington. On June 5, 1864, he became chief engineer for Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s armies of the field. Barnard’s engineering expertise proved critical during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). He was brevetted major general in both the volunteer and regular organizations for his war service and was advanced to the regular rank of colonel in 1865.

Although Barnard’s Civil War accomplishments were far from glamorous, his work especially in Washington, D.C., allowed Union armies to take the offensive in the strategic Virginia theater. Remaining in the Corps of Engineers after the war, he continued to publish prolifically on a variety of subjects. Barnard retired in 1881 and died on May 14, 1882, in Detroit, Michigan.
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Barnes, Joseph K.

Birth Date: July 21, 1817

Death Date: April 5, 1883

Surgeon general of the U.S. Army. Joseph K. Barnes was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on July 21, 1817. He studied medicine with Surgeon General Thomas Harris of the U.S. Navy and graduated from the University of Pennsylvania medical school in 1838. Barnes was commissioned an assistant army surgeon on June 15, 1840. He served in Florida during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning promotion to major in 1856.

When the Civil War began, Barnes was ordered east to serve with troops in Missouri. In May 1862 he was assigned to Washington, D.C., where he became a friend and personal physician to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, who suffered from several ailments. On February 9, 1863, Barnes was appointed a medical inspector with the rank of lieutenant colonel. On August 10, 1863, he was promoted to medical inspector general with the rank of colonel.

Barnes soon benefited from the acrimonious relationship between Stanton and Surgeon General William Hammond. Because of the personality conflict between the two, Stanton removed Hammond from office in August 1863. Barnes, who had already been in charge for almost a year, was formally appointed surgeon general on August 22, 1864, with the rank of brigadier general.

Barnes was not as innovative as Hammond but continued the work of his predecessor, including the army-wide Ambulance Corps, the collection of specimens for the newly formed Army Medical Museum, and the accumulation of records and materials that would make up the Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion. With the support of Stanton, Barnes also established the Army Medical Library. Finally, he convinced Stanton to give the Medical Department exclusive control of the general hospitals, hospital transports, and hospital camps. On March 15, 1865, Barnes was brevetted to major general for his meritorious service.

Barnes attended the deathbed of President Abraham Lincoln after he was shot in April 1865 and later supervised the autopsy of the slain president, which was performed by his colleague, Joseph Woodward. Barnes also attended the dying President James Garfield in 1881. Barnes retired on June 30, 1882. He died on April 5, 1883, in Washington, D.C.
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Barnwell, Robert Woodward

Birth Date: August 10, 1801

Death Date: November 5, 1882

Confederate politician. Robert Woodward Barnwell was born on August 10, 1801, outside of Beaufort, South Carolina, to a wealthy family. After graduating from Harvard College in 1821, he read for the law and opened a practice in Beaufort in 1824. From 1826 to 1828, Barnwell sat in the South Carolina House of Representatives as a Democrat. From 1829 to 1833, he served in the U.S. House of Representatives, where he was known for his moderate views on Southern interests. From 1835 to 1841, Barnwell was the president of the University of South Carolina. He then returned to his law practice. In 1850 he was appointed to the U.S. Senate to complete the term of the deceased John C. Calhoun.

Barnwell was a delegate to the South Carolina Secession Convention in 1860 and served as a delegate to the Provisional Confederate Congress in 1861, where he used his influence to ensure the selection of Jefferson Davis as president of the Confederacy. Barnwell also signed the Confederate Constitution. Later that year he took a seat in the Confederate Senate, where he remained until war’s end. He strongly supported the Davis administration’s war policies and was chairman of the Finance Committee.

After the war, Barnwell moved to Greenville, South Carolina, where he practiced law before becoming chairman of the faculty of the University of South Carolina, a post he held from 1866 to 1873. He thereafter directed a private school for young women and served as head librarian of the University of South Carolina. Barnwell died on November 5, 1882, in Columbia, South Carolina.
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Barringer, Rufus

Birth Date: December 2, 1821

Death Date: February 3, 1895

Confederate officer. Rufus Barringer was born on December 2, 1821, at Poplar Grove, his family’s estate in Cabarrus County, North Carolina. After graduating from the University of North Carolina in 1842, he became a lawyer in Concord, North Carolina. A moderate Whig, he was twice elected to the North Carolina House of Commons, once in 1848 and again in 1850.

Initially opposed to secession, Barringer changed his stance when North Carolina voted to secede in May 1861. Within weeks, he was a captain in the 1st North Carolina Cavalry. He remained with the Army of Northern Virginia for the duration of the war, fought in most of its engagements, and was badly wounded at the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863). Despite his excellent performance as a cavalryman, he was inexplicably slow to rise through the ranks, and by August 1863 he was still a major.

Advanced to lieutenant colonel in the autumn of 1863, now in command of the 4th North Carolina Cavalry, Barringer remained in Virginia. On June 6, 1864, he was promoted to brigadier general and given a cavalry brigade command in Major General W. H. F. “Rooney” Lee’s division. During the Second Battle of Reams Station (August 25, 1864), he took temporary command of a division.

During the fighting in south-central Virginia in the early spring of 1865, Rooney Lee tasked Barringer with covering General Robert E. Lee’s withdrawal from Richmond. During the fighting on April 3, Barringer’s brigade was decimated; Barringer himself was captured at Namozine Church. Imprisoned at Fort Delaware, he was released in July 1865.

After the war, Barringer resumed his legal practice and wrote extensively about his wartime experience. A Republican, he also embraced Reconstruction and black suffrage. Barringer died at his estate of Poplar Grove on February 3, 1895.
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Barron, Samuel

Birth Date: November 28, 1809

Death Date: February 26, 1888

Confederate naval officer. Samuel Barron was born on November 28, 1809, in Hampton, Virginia, the son of a noted navy commodore. Barron secured a warrant as a midshipman in the U.S. Navy at age 2 on January 1, 1812, presumably because his father then commanded the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard, and entered active service as a midshipman at age 10 in 1820. Barron was promoted to lieutenant on March 3, 1827, and to commander on July 15, 1847. He commanded the frigate John Adams from 1849 to 1854 and was promoted to captain on September 14, 1855. Barron commanded the steam frigate Wabash (1858–1859), and in 1860 he became chief of the Bureau of Detail in the Navy Department.

During the first months of the Abraham Lincoln administration in the early spring of 1861, Barron allegedly tried to wrest control of the Navy Department from Secretary Gideon Welles. With the secession of Virginia from the Union, Barron resigned his commission, which Welles refused to accept, dismissing him instead on April 22, 1861. Barron then became head of Virginia’s Office of Naval Detail and Equipment and shortly thereafter was commissioned in the Confederate Navy as a captain. In June he was placed in charge of the Bureau of Orders and Detail, a post he held until July 20.

Barron actively lobbied Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory for a naval command, and only a month after Barron’s first assignment Mallory gave him charge of the naval defenses of North Carolina and Virginia. During the Union assault at Hatteras Inlet (August 28–29, 1861), Barron led some 230 Confederate officers and men to the island in the Confederate Navy side-wheeler gunboat Winslow to add to the defenders of Fort Hatteras, where he assumed command. Following an effective Union shelling of the fort by Union warships with their longer-range rifled guns, Barron decided to surrender following a conference with his officers.

Barron was held as a prisoner of war for 11 months at Fort Warren in Boston Harbor before being exchanged. He then advised Mallory on naval strategy before being reassigned to command Confederate Navy forces in Virginia.

In the summer of 1863, Mallory assigned Flag Officer Barron command of the newly formed Confederate European Squadron. Barron was to have commanded what Mallory hoped would be a squadron of British- and French-built ironclads. But with the shift in the war’s fortunes and under heavy pressure from the United States, the British government seized what would have been CSS North Carolina and Mississippi—the so-called Laird rams that had supposedly been built for the Egyptian government. Barron, now operating from Paris, had no better luck with the French government. Following Barron’s lack of success in securing additional cruisers in Europe, his duties became simply the supervision of Confederate naval officers awaiting assignment to the few cruisers—the Florida and Georgia—then in operation.

Barron resigned his commission on February 28, 1865, before the formal end of the war and returned to the United States. He then retired to his farm in Essex County, Virginia, where he died on February 26, 1888.
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Barry, William Farquhar

Birth Date: August 18, 1818

Death Date: July 18, 1879

Union officer. Barry William Farquhar was born on August 18, 1818, in New York City. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838. Barry saw action during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as an artillery officer, rising to first lieutenant in 1842 and to captain a decade later. When the Civil War began, Barry was advanced to major in the 5th U.S. Artillery and ordered to Fort Pickens, Florida. He subsequently returned to the North and served as Brigadier General Irvin McDowell’s artillery chief during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). On August 20, 1861, Barry was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers. Soon thereafter he became chief or artillery for the Army of the Potomac.

Barry saw much action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), but by the summer of 1862 he had requested a transfer. Sent to the Washington, D.C., area, he supervised the capital city’s elaborate defense system and the numerous artillery batteries that protected the area. He also served on several ordnance boards and was promoted to lieutenant colonel (regulars) on August 1, 1863. Barry remained in the Washington area until the spring of 1864.

Barry was then appointed Major General William T. Sherman’s chief of artillery for the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Barry participated in the engagements of that four-month-long operation and was brevetted colonel of regulars and major general of volunteers on September 1, 1864. He next saw action during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Barry was brevetted brigadier and major general of regulars on March 13, 1865.

At war’s end, Barry was made a colonel of regulars and operated the U.S. Army’s artillery school at Fort Monroe (Virginia) for nearly a decade. He died in Baltimore, Maryland, on July 18, 1879, while still on active duty.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Atlanta Campaign; Bull Run, First Battle of; Peninsula Campaign; Sherman’s March through the Carolinas; Washington, D.C., Defenses of

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Bartlett, Joseph Jackson

Birth Date: November 21, 1834

Death Date: January 14, 1893

Union officer. Joseph Jackson Bartlett was born on November 21, 1834, in Binghamton, New York, and studied law in Utica. Admitted to the bar in 1858, he practiced in Binghamton before opening a practice in Elmira, New York. Bartlett enlisted in the 27th New York Infantry Regiment on May 21, 1861, and was commissioned a captain; in a few weeks, he was advanced to major. Bartlett’s regiment was then sent to northern Virginia and was engaged at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). There Bartlett proved his mettle as a level-headed commander when his colonel, Henry W. Slocum, was wounded. Bartlett took command and held his regiment together, despite the fact that many other Union units were disintegrating and simply fleeing. On three separate occasions, he formed firing lines that kept the Confederates at bay while he calmly maneuvered his men off the battlefield. His actions were one of the few bright spots amid the Union debacle that day. Bartlett was advanced to colonel on September 21, 1861, on the insistence of Major General Irvin McDowell.

Bartlett was thereafter heavily engaged in virtually all of the Army of the Potomac’s battles. He was particularly conspicuous at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862) as well as during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862). On October 4, 1862, Bartlett was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers, and he performed ably at the Battle of Salem Church (May 3–4, 1863) and the Second Battle of Fredericksburg (May 3–4, 1863). He held a temporary divisional command during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863) and commanded a brigade during the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). At Appomattox in April 1865, Bartlett was accorded the honor of receiving the official arms surrender of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. Brevetted major general of volunteers, he mustered out in early 1866.

After the war, Bartlett resumed his legal practice in New York and served as U.S. ambassador to Sweden and Norway (1867–1869). From 1885 until 1889, he was deputy pension commissioner in the Grover Cleveland administration. Bartlett died on January 14, 1893, in Baltimore, Maryland.
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Bartlett, William Francis

Birth Date: January 6, 1840

Death Date: December 17, 1876

Union officer. William Francis Bartlett was born in Haverhill, Massachusetts, on January 6, 1840. He received his secondary education at Phillips Academy and entered Harvard University in 1859 but did not graduate. When war erupted in 1861, Bartlett served briefly in the 4th Battalion, Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, then was commissioned captain in the 20th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, nicknamed the “Harvard Regiment” because of the number of its officers from the university. Bartlett quickly earned a reputation as a fine officer.

Bartlett served effectively at the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21, 1861) and was wounded in the knee in fighting at Yorktown on April 24, 1862, necessitating amputation of a leg. Returning to service, on May 27, 1863, as colonel of the 49th Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, Bartlett led his untried soldiers in an unsuccessful attack on Confederate fortifications at Port Hudson on May 27, 1863. During the assault, Bartlett was wounded in the left wrist and right ankle. He mustered out of the service in September.

Returning to duty in the Army of the Potomac, on May 6, 1864, Bartlett led the 57th Massachusetts Veteran Volunteers in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7), where he was wounded in the head. In recognition of his bravery, he was promoted to brigadier general on June 20, 1864. Assigned to command a brigade in IX Corps, Bartlett fought in the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864), where he was wounded and captured after a falling piece of debris crushed his wooden leg. The general was confined in Libby and Danville Prisons before being exchanged in September 1864. He was brevetted major general on March 13, 1865.

In 1868 Bartlett’s father-in-law appointed him general manager of the Pomeroy Iron Works in West Stockton, Massachusetts. Bartlett became a partner in the Virginia-based Powhatan Iron Works in 1872, but his declining health, a result of his severe war injuries, resulted in his death at age 36 on December 17, 1876, in Pittsfield, Massachusetts.
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Barton, Clara Harlowe

Birth Date: December 25, 1821

Death Date: April 12, 1912

Nurse, philanthropist, and founder of the American Red Cross. Clara (Clarissa) Harlowe Barton was born in Oxford, Massachusetts, on December 25, 1821, into a middle-class family. She was educated at home, began teaching at age 15, and founded a free public school in Bordentown, New Jersey. Prior to the Civil War, her only medical experience came while caring for a sickly brother for two years.

By 1861, Barton was living in Washington, D.C. Employed by the U.S. Patent Office, she decided to organize relief aid for soldiers of the 6th Massachusetts Regiment, who had been involved in the Baltimore Riot (April 19, 1861). Her efforts began an enduring commitment to humanitarian aid. Upon learning that many soldiers who fought in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) had died because of a lack of basic medical supplies, she took out an advertisement in the Spy, a newspaper based in Worcester, Massachusetts, to solicit donations for wounded Union soldiers. The response was nearly instantaneous and gratifying, and she was soon head of a highly successful relief organization.
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Hailed as the “Angel of the Battlefield,” Clara Harlowe Barton devoted herself to bringing medical supplies and comfort to wounded and sick soldiers during the Civil War. In 1881, she founded the U.S. chapter of the Red Cross. (National Archives)

In 1862 U.S. surgeon general William Hammond gave Barton a travel pass so that she could accompany army ambulances to distribute aid and nurse ailing soldiers. Hammond’s move was highly unusual for the time, as most women were barred from being on or near battlefields. For the next three years Barton traveled extensively in Virginia and South Carolina, caring for wounded and dying soldiers and supervising relief and donation drives.

Barton carried out extensive nursing at hospitals in Fredericksburg, Virginia, as well as in field hospitals, where she cared for wounded soldiers in May 1864 both during the Battle of the Wilderness and at Bermuda Hundred, not far from Richmond. Her good work drew national attention and admiration on both sides of the conflict. In late 1864 and early 1865, Barton held her only official post during the Civil War when she served as Major General Benjamin Butler’s superintendent of nurses. She also expanded her role and mission when she went to Camp Parole, Maryland, to establish a system for locating men listed as missing in action or captured. There she conducted extensive interviews with Union soldiers returning from captivity in Southern prisons and was many times capable of determining the status or whereabouts of men missing in action. She then passed the information along to families.

It is believed that Barton helped locate some 30,000 such soldiers. When the war was over, she traveled to Andersonville, Georgia, in an effort to identify and properly mark the graves of Union soldiers who had been buried there. Barton went to considerable lengths to locate missing servicemen, including the publication of lists of names in newspapers and direct communication with missing soldiers’ families and friends.

In 1870 during a visit to Western Europe, Barton became active in the International Red Cross (founded in 1864), which led her to found the American Red Cross in 1881. Before long, she had broadened the scope of the Red Cross to include not only neutral aid in wartime but also responses to other emergencies and natural disasters. She tried to go to Cuba during the Spanish-American War but was prevented from doing so by U.S. military officials. Instead, she cared for Spanish prisoners of war and refugees in Key West, Florida. Her sometimes brusque demeanor and reluctance to delegate authority eventually led to her resignation in 1904, when she retired to her home outside Washington, D.C.

In addition to her humanitarian efforts, Barton was active in the women’s suffrage movement and the African American fight for civil rights. She also authored several books, including a volume on the early history of the American Red Cross. Barton died in Glen Echo, Maryland, on April 12, 1912.
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Barton, Seth Maxwell

Birth Date: September 8, 1829

Death Date: April 11, 1900

Confederate officer. Seth Maxwell Barton was born on September 8, 1829, in Fredericksburg, Virginia. After graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1849, he was commissioned a second lieutenant of infantry. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1853 and to captain in 1857, he served chiefly on the frontier. In June 1861 Barton resigned his commission to become lieutenant colonel of the 3rd Arkansas Infantry Regiment. He saw action at the Battles of Cheat Mountain (September 11–15, 1861) and Greenbrier River (October 3, 1861).

Promoted to brigadier general on March 11, 1862, Barton commanded a brigade in eastern Tennessee before being ordered to Vicksburg, Mississippi, in December. Beginning his new command in Grenada, Mississippi, he marched his brigade to Vicksburg, and participated in the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862), helping to repel five Union charges there. Barton was taken prisoner when Vicksburg fell on July 4, 1863, but was soon exchanged.

Barton was now ordered east to command a brigade under Major General George E. Pickett. The two men did not get along, and after the Union raid on New Bern, North Carolina, on February 1–2, 1864, Pickett accused Barton of having failed to carry out orders. Pickett filed an official report and had Barton censured for his behavior. Transferred to Major General Robert Ransom’s division that spring, Barton once again came under fire for his performance in the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 10, 1864) and was soon thereafter relieved of his command.

Several months passed before Barton was given command of a brigade in the Richmond defenses. In January 1865 he was sent into the thick of the fighting in south-central Virginia, but on April 6 at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek, he and most of his brigade were taken prisoner. Barton was incarcerated at Fort Warren (Boston) and released in July. He then returned to Fredericksburg, where he died on April 11, 1900.
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Bartow, Francis Stebbins

Birth Date: September 6, 1816

Death Date: July 21, 1861

Confederate officer. Francis Stebbins Bartow was born on September 6, 1816, in Savannah, Georgia. He attended both Franklin College (University of Georgia) and Yale Law School and began practicing law by the late 1830s. He was also a slaveholding planter and became a captain in the Oglethorpe Light Infantry, a local militia outfit. A dedicated Whig, he served in both the Georgia Senate and House of Representatives. He later ran unsuccessfully for a U.S. congressional seat on the Know-Nothing ticket before embracing the Democratic Party. Bartow strongly advocated secession and was a delegate to his state’s secession convention. Shortly thereafter, he was elected to the Provisional Confederate Congress.

In late May 1861, Bartow abandoned his political career and accepted the colonelcy of the 8th Georgia Infantry Regiment, which helped seize Fort Pulaski, just east of Savannah, in mid-June 1861. Bartow’s outfit was then dispatched to Virginia to serve under General Joseph E. Johnston in the Shenandoah Valley. Bartow was promptly placed in command of a brigade but without commensurate rank.

In preparation for the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Bartow was supposed to move his brigade to the area of Manassas by train, but a railcar shortage allowed him to move only two regiments; the other two arrived too late to participate in the engagement. Bartow led his men fearlessly during the fighting at Bull Run, but he was compelled to briefly withdraw to Henry House Hill. As he led his men on a charge down the hill, he was shot and killed by small arms fire. He thus became one of the first Confederate brigade commanders to die in combat.
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Bate, William Brimage

Birth Date: October 7, 1826

Death Date: March 9, 1905

Confederate officer. William Brimage Bate was born on October 7, 1826, near Bledsoe’s Lick, Tennessee. After receiving a rudimentary education, at age 16 he took a job as a clerk aboard a steamboat. When the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) began, Bate enlisted in the army as a private but ended the conflict as a lieutenant.

After the war Bate returned home and started a newspaper, the Gallatin Tenth Legion. From 1849 to 1851 he sat in the Tennessee legislature. He then enrolled at Cumberland University Law School (Tennessee). Graduating in 1852, Bate established a thriving practice. In 1854 he was elected attorney general for the Nashville District.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Bate enlisted as a private in the 2nd Tennessee Infantry Regiment in April 1861 and took part in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Elected his regiment’s colonel in late 1861, he saw combat with his unit at Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and was badly wounded. A surgeon was about to amputate Bate’s leg, but Bate drew a pistol and threatened to shoot the doctor if he proceeded. Bate kept his leg but walked with a limp the rest of his life. His effective leadership at Shiloh gained the attention of his superiors, and on October 3, 1862, Bate was promoted to brigadier general.

During September 19–20, 1863, Bate led his brigade at Chickamauga, having three horses shot from under him. After another strong performance at Chattanooga (October–November 1863), he won promotion to major general with date of rank of February 23, 1864. Bate led his division during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and received another wound at the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864). He subsequently saw action at the Battles of Franklin (November 30, 1864) and Nashville (December 15–16, 1864) before his final battle at Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865).

Bate settled in Nashville after the war, resuming his legal career. A prominent Democrat, from 1883 to 1887 he was governor of Tennessee, and from 1887 to 1905 he served in the U.S. Senate. Bate died on March 9, 1905, in Washington, D.C.
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Bates, Edward

Birth Date: September 4, 1793

Death Date: March 25, 1869

Attorney general of the United States. Edward Bates was born on September 4, 1793, in Goochland County, Virginia. Bates’s early education was informal, but his older brother, Frederick, who was secretary of the Missouri Territory, suggested that Bates join him in St. Louis. Bates went to St. Louis in 1814, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1817. He soon became a successful attorney and a political leader in Missouri.

In 1822 Bates served in the state legislature, and in 1826 he became Missouri’s only representative in the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from 1827 until 1829. During the 1830s and 1840s, Bates headed the newly formed Whig Party, again served in the state legislature, and expanded his law practice. In the 1850s, Bates aligned himself with several parties: the Whigs (by then on the wane), the Nationalist Republicans, and the Know-Nothings. Bates was nominated for president at the 1860 Republican Convention in Chicago but received few votes. He then withdrew his nomination and backed Abraham Lincoln.
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Attorney General of the United States Edward Bates drafted the opinion justifying President Abraham Lincoln’s suspension of the writ of habeas corpus. He also recommended that Lincoln seize ships and close Southern ports, leading to a blockade of the Confederate coast. (Library of Congress)

Lincoln, as president elect, offered Bates the cabinet position of attorney general. Bates accepted and thus became the first cabinet member from west of the Mississippi River. During the first few months of the Civil War, Bates drafted an opinion justifying President Lincoln’s suspension of the writ of habeas corpus. This opinion made Bates unpopular with U.S. Supreme Court chief justice Roger B. Taney, who thought that Lincoln’s suspension was unconstitutional. Moreover, Bates recommended that Lincoln seize ships and close Southern ports; Lincoln quickly instituted a blockade of the Southern coastline. In 1863 Bates successfully defended Lincoln’s order to seize commercial ships.

During the remainder of Bates’s tenure, he and Lincoln were often at odds. Bates recorded in his diary that civil law was unimportant during a civil war. He supported the 1863 Emancipation Proclamation but did not support arming freed slaves. He also disapproved of recognizing West Virginia as a state because its split away from Virginia violated constitutional procedure.

Bates’s tenure in office was made even more difficult by his own shortcomings and insecurities. He did not get along with most of his fellow cabinet members, and his legal thinking was inconsistent and often confusing. Bates resigned in September 1864 and returned to St. Louis, where he died on March 25, 1869.
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Baton Rouge, Battle of

Event Date: August 5, 1862

Failed Confederate attempt to recapture the capital city of Louisiana. On the morning of August 5, 1862, a portion of the Confederate garrison at Vicksburg, numbering some 2,500 men and commanded by Major General John C. Breckinridge, attacked a Union force of approximately the same size, commanded by Brigadier General Thomas Williams, at Baton Rouge.

Breckinridge had marched his men to Baton Rouge, more than 60 miles from the rail line at Camp Moore, Louisiana, covering the last 10 miles at night so as to arrive at the city before dawn. His men, many of whom were veterans of the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), thus arrived somewhat fatigued. Williams’s men, mostly recruits from New England and the upper Midwest, had spent their first summer in the South near Vicksburg in a failed attempt to capture that city before retiring back downriver. Perhaps half of the men in Williams’s command were on the sick rolls with fever, although many voluntarily returned to their units to take part in the battle, making the two sides approximately equal in strength. Williams could rely on several powerful Union gunboats moored at the city docks that protected the river approach to the city and were thus in position to provide artillery support if needed.

Despite the Confederates having been discovered by Union sentries on the night of August 4, the battle opened, as Breckinridge planned, early the next day. The first shots were fired at about 4:30 a.m. The Confederates enjoyed initial success, advancing in a heavy fog and driving the Union defenders back into the city itself, where some civilians joined the Confederate troops in attacking the retreating Federals. The Union troops then fell back to the river under the protection of the Union gunboats. Williams was killed in the fighting, and Colonel Thomas Cahill assumed command. The Confederates then paused to await the arrival of the ironclad ram Arkansas from Vicksburg, which was to support the Confederate land assault and eliminate the Union gunboats.

The Arkansas experienced engine problems in its descent of the Mississippi, however. Its engines broke down several times but were repaired. They failed again, and the ship ran ashore about eight miles above the city just as the land battle began and at the same time as the Union ironclad Essex was advancing to engage it. The ship’s commander, Lieutenant Henry K. Stevens, ordered the crew ashore and the Arkansas set on fire. The burning Confederate ironclad then drifted downriver for about an hour before it exploded and sank just above the city. Had the Arkansas been in good working order and able to join the battle, the outcome might well have been different, but with no prospect of naval support and his men stalled by the heavy guns of the Union ships, Breckinridge decided to withdraw. The battle was over by about 10:00 a.m.

Casualties in the Battle of Baton Rouge were approximately equal. The Union side suffered 84 dead and 299 wounded or missing, while Confederate losses were 84 dead and 372 wounded or missing. Among the Confederate dead was A. H. Todd, half brother of First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln.

While the battle was a tactical defeat for Confederate forces, Union forces nevertheless evacuated the city 16 days after the battle and proceeded to New Orleans. Meanwhile, the Confederates fortified Port Hudson. From Port Hudson north to Vicksburg, the Confederates commanded a 100-mile stretch of the Mississippi River, including the mouth of the Red River and therefore the resources of the Trans-Mississippi region. The Confederacy held this stretch of the river for almost another full year.
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Battle, Cullen Andrews

Birth Date: June 1, 1829

Death Date: April 8, 1905

Confederate officer. Cullen Andrews Battle was born in Powelton, Georgia, on June 1, 1829. In 1837 his family moved to Eufaula, Alabama. Battle attended the University of Alabama, studied law, and in 1852 was admitted to the Alabama bar, setting up a practice in Tuskegee. In 1859 he raised the Tuskegee Light Infantry militia company, serving as its commander.

When war began in 1861, Battle’s company became part of the 3rd Alabama Infantry, and he was promoted to major. On July 21 Battle was promoted to lieutenant colonel. He served in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and fought at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). On May 31 he was advanced to colonel and assumed command of the regiment. Battle saw action at South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and Antietam (September 17). On May 2, 1863, during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4), he took part in a surprise attack against the Union right. He next fought at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where he earned high praise. On August 20, 1863, Battle was promoted to brigadier general and given command of the Alabama brigade in II Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, leading it in the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863).

Battle’s brigade fought in the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) before being sent to the Shenandoah Valley. He performed brilliantly at the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864). Battle was badly wounded at Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864) and did not return to duty before the end of hostilities.

After the war, Battle returned to Tuskegee, resuming his law practice. In 1868 he was elected to Congress but was denied his seat. Moving to New Bern, North Carolina, in 1880, he became editor of the New Bern Journal and mayor of the city. Battle died on April 8, 1905, in Greensboro, North Carolina.
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“Battle Hymn of the Republic”

Stirring patriotic poem and song written by Julia Ward Howe. As one of the founders of the Sanitary Commission, which was responsible for caring for wounded Union soldiers, Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe traveled from camp to hospital and from battlefield to bureau, working to improve care for wounded Union soldiers. His wife, Julia Ward Howe, who frequently accompanied him on these journeys, longed to contribute more to the war effort than making lint for bandages. Her opportunity came on November 18, 1861.

On that date, Julia, her husband, and several companions were returning from reviewing troops of the Army of the Potomac in Washington, D.C. Several regiments of marching troops surrounded their carriage, and she and her companions began to sing war songs to inspire themselves and the soldiers. One of the songs they sang was “John Brown’s Body.” One of her companions suggested to Howe that as a writer and poet, she should write more inspiring lyrics to the stirring tune. She awoke early the next morning and began to write the words of what became the “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” which she meant to be sung to the tune of “John Brown’s Body.”

The Atlantic Monthly published Howe’s poem in its February 1862 issue, paying her the sum of $4. At first the poem did not attract great popular attention in a Union preoccupied by war, but it did begin to find its way to military camps, where soldiers often sang it in chorus. Indeed, her song was sung, chanted, recited, and even used in prayer on the eve of many battles. It was later printed in newspapers, army hymn books, and broadsides, and Union armies frequently marched to its stirring cadences. Reportedly it was a favorite of President Abraham Lincoln.

The “Battle Hymn of the Republic” proved important in the life of Methodist minister Charles McCabe, chaplain of the 122nd Ohio Infantry, who had been taken prisoner at Winchester, Virginia, in October 1862 and sent to Richmond’s Libby Prison. There McCabe taught his fellow prisoners the “Battle Hymn of the Republic” to maintain their morale. One night as the Union prisoners congregated in a great bare room of the prison, the jailers told the prisoners of a great battle and a decisive Confederate victory. But one of the African Americans who brought the prisoners food whispered to the prisoners that while a great battle had indeed taken place, the Union Army had won it. Soon, word of the event made its way throughout the compound. Union soldiers shouted and hugged each other, and McCabe stood in the middle of the room and sang “Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord!” Every soldier joined in the chorus, and Libby Prison rang with the shout of “Glory, glory, hallelujah!” The engagement was the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).
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Battles and Leaders of the Civil War

Four-volume historical compilation of Civil War veterans’ recollections. Much of the information contained in Battles and Leaders of the Civil War had first appeared in the Century magazine from 1884 to 1887. The editors of the collection were Robert Underwood Johnson and Clarence Clough Buell, both of whom were staff members of the Century. The collection gathered firsthand written accounts from both Union and Confederate soldiers and sailors, mostly officers, and included four papers from Ulysses S. Grant on the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), and the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). These papers would later become the nucleus of Grant’s Memoirs. Other contributors included Abner Doubleday, Joseph E. Johnston, and Lew Wallace. The work was illustrated, with images based on artists’ sketches and photographs, including those of Mathew Brady.

The editors of Battles and Leaders of the Civil War presented it as part of a project of national reconciliation. Battles and Leaders of the Civil War has been reprinted on several occasions, sometimes abridged and sometimes with additions, and remains a foundation of Civil War historiography. The compilation was highly influential in establishing Americans’ impressions of the war in the decades that followed it, and since then many historians have used the work as primary source material. Like all sources that rely chiefly on individuals’ memory and their perception of past events, Battles and Leaders of the Civil War is not always entirely accurate.
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Baumfree, Isabella

See Truth, Sojourner
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Baxter Springs, Battle of

Event Date: October 6, 1863

Engagement in southern Kansas. Confederate guerrilla leader “Colonel” William C. Quantrill’s men had been experiencing difficulty obtaining supplies and winter quarters after their August 21, 1863, raid of Lawrence, Kansas, where they had killed between 150 and 200 civilians.

In early October 1863, Quantrill and 400 of his guerrillas were headed to Texas to spend the winter. Their route took them through Baxter Springs, Kansas, on October 6, 1863. There they planned a two-pronged attack on Fort Blair to obtain supplies. Quantrill’s subordinate, David Poole, led one column in a direct attack on the small fort, which was commanded by Lieutenant James B. Pond. The assault caught much of the garrison off guard, and several of the men were shot at close range. Pond hastily deployed a small howitzer, forcing the guerrillas to retreat and saving the garrison from an almost certain massacre.

Almost simultaneously, Quantrill’s own column encountered Major General James G. Blunt, commander of the Federal District of the Frontier, and a 100-man entourage with an extensive supply train that was moving the general’s headquarters from Fort Scott, Kansas, to Fort Smith, Arkansas. With many of the guerrillas wearing captured Union uniforms, Blunt mistook Quantrill’s men for Union troops coming to escort him to Fort Smith. Too late, Blunt realized his error. He was able to escape with some of his men, but Quantrill’s guerrillas captured and then murdered 89 Union soldiers, including 17 unarmed musicians.

Total Union losses in the two engagements constituting the Battle of Baxter Springs numbered 103 (90 deaths and 13 wounded), with the Confederates suffering just 3 casualties. Blunt was relieved of his command for the fiasco. Quantrill’s forces continued on to Texas.
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Bayard, George Dashiell

Birth Date: December 18, 1835

Death Date: December 14, 1862

Union officer. George Dashiell Bayard was born on December 18, 1835, in Seneca Falls, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1856. Commissioned a second lieutenant of cavalry, he was sent west, where he saw action against Indians in Colorado and Kansas.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Bayard was teaching cavalry tactics at West Point. Having been promoted to first lieutenant in March and captain in August, on September 14, 1861, he was appointed colonel of volunteers and given charge of the 1st Pennsylvania Cavalry Regiment. He was then dispatched to Washington, D.C., where his regiment performed scouting and reconnaissance duties. On April 28, 1862, Bayard was advanced to brigadier general (volunteers) and given command of a cavalry brigade.

During Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), Bayard led his cavalry with great aplomb, commanding a detached force of some 1,000 cavalrymen in advance of Major General Irvin McDowell’s army at Strasburg and then at Woodstock. During the Battle of Port Republic (June 9, 1862), Bayard fought well in the reserve under Major General John C. Frémont. At the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), he once again commanded the Union advance.

In the autumn of 1862, Bayard became commander of cavalry in the Left Grand Division of Major General Ambrose P. Burnside’s newly reorganized Army of the Potomac. Present for the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Bayard sustained grave injuries from a Confederate shell. He died the following day, December 14, 1862, at Fredericksburg.
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Baylor, John Robert

Birth Date: July 27, 1822

Death Date: February 8, 1894

Confederate officer. John Robert Baylor was born in Paris, Kentucky, on July 27, 1822, the son of an army doctor. Baylor moved to Texas in 1840 and took up ranching. He held a seat in the state legislature beginning in 1853 and was appointed an Indian agent to the Comanches. He also edited a Democratic Party newspaper in the town of Weatherford. Baylor developed an intense hatred of the Comanches and in 1859 led several hundred Texas frontiersmen without authorization against them at the Brazos Agency, killing many Indians.

Baylor was elected a representative to the Texas Secession Convention and voted for secession. He entered military service after Texas seceded. He raised the 2nd Texas Mounted Rifles and was elected its lieutenant colonel. In early May 1861 his men embarked on Baylor’s Buffalo Hunt, leaving San Antonio for Fort Bliss and occupying abandoned Union posts in western Texas. After leaving men to garrison these posts, Baylor then led the remainder of his unit into the New Mexico Territory in the summer of 1861 to support secessionists there.

By August 1, Baylor had taken control of large portions of New Mexico, and on that date he proclaimed himself provisional military governor of the Confederate Territory of Arizona. Confederate president Jefferson Davis later made the position official. Baylor received promotion to colonel in December 1861. However, Baylor’s success came to an abrupt end when his virulent and violent anti-Indian policies (he planned to exterminate the Apaches) came to light in Richmond. Davis quickly revoked Baylor’s commission and his governorship.

After his exit from the military, Baylor returned to Texas and won a seat in the Second Confederate Congress in 1863. He spent the rest of the war in Richmond, trying in vain to convince Confederate authorities to approve another invasion of New Mexico. After the war, Baylor lived in San Antonio and practiced law. He died on February 8, 1894, in Montell, Texas.
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Baylor’s Buffalo Hunt

Start Date: May 1, 1861

End Date: August 1, 1861

Confederate incursion into Union-held New Mexico Territory. Moving to Texas when he was 17 years old, Lieutenant Colonel John R. Baylor had gained a formidable reputation as an Indian fighter and had served in the Texas state legislature. As the state-appointed agent to the Comanches, his harsh treatment of them brought about his dismissal. In 1859, however, he organized more than 350 ranchers in an effort to oust Indians living on the Brazos Reservation and relocate them to Indian Territory. He did so on his own initiative and without government authorization.

With the outbreak of the Civil War, in late April 1861 Baylor assembled a force of some 1,000 Texas ranchers and frontiersmen, announcing his intent to sponsor a “buffalo hunt” on the plains of the Southwest. In reality, however, the hunt was a not-so-clever ploy to initiate an incursion into the New Mexico Territory. Calling his men the 2nd Texas Mounted Rifles, Baylor led them from San Antonio, Texas, on May 1, 1861. His goal was to reach Confederate-held Fort Bliss near El Paso, Texas, which was some 600 miles distant. The journey was a difficult one, and soon food shortages and blistering heat began to take their toll. By the time the force arrived at El Paso on July 1, just 400 men remained of the 1,000 that had begun the expedition. Most had deserted, while others had fallen prey to illness, heat exhaustion, or fatigue.

Baylor now decided to mount an offensive against Fort Fillmore, a Union stronghold near Mesilla (present-day New Mexico). On July 23 only 250 men rode north, crossing the Rio Grande at San Tómas. Within a day, they had reached their intended target and bivouacked just 600 yards from the fort. Baylor planned a morning attack.

Meanwhile, the Union territorial commander had been tipped off to Baylor’s raid and had dispatched 700 men under the command of Major Isaac Lynde to hold the fort. On July 23 Lynde’s contingent began to close in on Mesilla, close to where Baylor’s men were positioned. After firing a few shots from a howitzer and ordering a charge against the Texans’ line, Lynde demanded Baylor’s immediate surrender. Baylor refused. During the brief engagement, 3 Union soldiers were killed, and Lynde was forced to withdraw.

On the evening of July 25, Lynde ordered Fort Fillmore abandoned, a decision he made without consulting his superiors. His force then began a 150-mile march to Fort Stanton. Seeing Lynde’s force on the move early in the morning, Baylor decided to pursue. Force-marching a contingent of his men to a pass near San Augustine Springs, Baylor found and captured several hundred of Lynde’s men who had stopped to fill their canteens with whiskey from an abandoned hospital. On July 27 Baylor caught up with the rest of Lynde’s forces, and Lynde promptly surrendered. Capturing the whole of the Union force with only 200 men, Baylor took nearly 600 prisoners.

Baylor ended his so-called Buffalo Hunt on August 1. Declaring the New Mexican Territory south of the 34th Parallel Confederate territory, he installed himself as military governor, based at Mesilla. By late December 1861, Confederate brigadier general Henry H. Silbey had arrived with a contingent of men, formally effecting the Confederate conquest of the area, and Baylor relinquished his brief military command. Lynde was dismissed from the U.S. Army for neglect of duty for having abandoned Fort Fillmore without a fight and with no prior consultation with his superiors.
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Bayonet

Thrusting weapon attached to the muzzle of a firearm. Following the introduction of individual firearms on the battlefield, pikemen were deployed to protect the musketeers from enemy cavalry attack during the period when the musketeers were reloading. In effect, attaching a long blade to the end of the firearm converted it into a pike and did away with the need for the pikemen.

The term “bayonet” probably originated from the French town of Bayonne. In any case, the French introduced the new weapon, and it first appeared in 1647. The early bayonets were of the plug type; that is, their hilt, or grip, took the form of a long tapered plug to fit snugly into the musket barrel. The bayonet had the great disadvantage, however, of rendering the musket itself useless during employment of the bayonet. The socket bayonet, usually credited to the great French military engineer Marshal Sebastien de Vauban, appeared in the 1680s and was attached by means of a socket that slipped over the muzzle end of the barrel and engaged a stud cast there. A later refinement was to cast the bayonet with a slot that was fitted onto a bar on the outside of the muzzle.
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Cavalry carbine with bayonet, used by the Union Army during the Civil War. (Gettysburg National Military Park Museum, Pennsylvania, USA/Civil War Archive/The Bridgeman Art Library)

With muzzleloaders, the bayonet was positioned to the side. It could not be above the barrel because that would interfere with aiming the musket, nor could it be below the barrel because that was the location of the ramrod. With breech-loading weapons there was no ramrod, so the bayonet was placed below the barrel bore and on its axis. Some early pistols were also fitted for bayonets.

All armies then issued bayonets as standard infantry weapons and conducted regular bayonet drill. Military leaders came to believe that bayonet practice was essential in developing martial character and aggressive soldiers. The bayonet was most employed in the 18th and 19th centuries. While it was thought to provide a psychological edge to attacking infantry, it was certainly obsolete by the end of the 19th century. The extra weight of the bayonet served to throw off the balance of the rifle and adversely affected accuracy of fire.

Civil War bayonets were long and thin and of the socket type. Union medical records reveal that only one half of 1 percent of war wounds were inflicted with a bayonet, and many of these were no doubt self-inflicted. Probably the most celebrated use of the bayonet in the war occurred during the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg when, with his men largely out of ammunition, Colonel Joshua Chamberlain ordered his men of the 20th Maine Infantry on Little Round Top to fix bayonets and charge down the hill against the Confederates, routing them.

With longer-fire weapons, bayonets fell into disuse but remained part of the regular weaponry in World War I and World War II. Still issued to troops, the short bayonet of today serves primarily as a general-purpose knife and tool.
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Bayou Bourbeux, Battle of

Event Date: November 3, 1863

Engagement during the abortive 1863 Union invasion of Texas. After Union forces had taken Vicksburg, Mississippi, in July 1863, leaders in Washington, including President Abraham Lincoln and general in chief Major General Henry W. Halleck, favored an invasion of Texas, despite Vicksburg victor Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s plea for operations against Mobile. The first effort by Department of the Gulf commander Major General Major General Nathaniel P. Banks at New Orleans against Sabine Pass, Texas, met defeat on September 8, 1863.

Banks’s next attempt was a land operation from New Orleans across the Atchalafaya River and up Bayou Teche to Vermillionville (Lafayette), Louisiana, and thence into Texas. The operation involved some 19,500 men, the majority of his XIII and XIX corps, under Major General William B. Franklin. Beginning on October 9, the advancing Federals came under harassing attacks by Confederate cavalry commanded by Brigadier General Thomas Green. These continued until October 21, when the Federals reached Opelousas. Although the Union troops outnumbered those of commander of the Confederate Department of Western Louisiana Major General Richard Taylor by two to one, a lack of forage, muddy roads, and the bayous brought an end to the advance. On October 26, Franklin began a withdrawal. Three of his brigades, forming the Union rear guard under Major General Cadwallader C. Washburn, were encamped some 10 miles south of Opelousas on Bayou Bourbeux near the village of Grand Coteau but were too far apart to be mutually supporting.

Taylor was determined to attack. Provided with three infantry regiments under Colonel Oran M. Roberts on November 2, the next day Green mounted an attack on the most exposed Union camp, that of Brigadier General Stephen G. Burbridge’s brigade, situated west of Grand Coteau. In the ensuing Battle of Bayou Bourbeux, also identified as Bayou Bourbeau and known as the Battle of Grand Coteau, the Confederates amassed some 6,000 men against only 1,625 Union troops.

Emerging from a ravine, the attackers took the Union troops largely by surprise. Unable to form a defensive line, Burbridge ordered a retreat and was harassed all the way in heavy combat to the camp of Brigadier General George S. McGinnis three miles distant, where the Confederates were halted. Confederate losses in the battle were 42 dead. Union losses amounted to about half of Burbridge’s men: 18 dead, 129 wounded, and 559 missing or captured. Virtually the entire 67th Indiana was taken prisoner. The Federals also lost one artillery piece. The next day Franklin resumed his withdrawal.

Lincoln and Halleck were not through with efforts to open up an invasion route into Texas. In the spring of 1864, they put together the largest combined operation of the war in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), a failed effort to take Shreveport.
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Bayou Lafourche, Battle of

Event Date: July 13, 1863

Louisiana engagement related to the capture of Port Hudson, Louisiana. Following the surrender of Port Hudson on July 8, 1863, Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks sent XIX Corps divisions of Brigadier Generals Godfrey Weitzel and Cuvier Grover to Donaldsonville to defeat Confederates under Major General Richard Taylor. From Donaldsonville, the Union divisions, some 3,000 strong, marched south on either bank of Bayou Lafourche. In their front were approximately 1,500 Confederates, commanded by Brigadier General Thomas Green. Light skirmishing between Green’s advance pickets and the Union vanguard occurred on July 11 and 12, 1863.

By the early morning of July 13, the Union divisions had made contact with Green’s main body at Cox’s Plantation. Green had divided his men, and half of his force was posted on either bank of the river; Green, however, was in direct command of the troops on the right bank of the river, and he was successful in flanking Weitzel’s lead brigade, commanded by Colonel Nathan A. Dudley. On the opposite bank, the lead brigade of Grover’s division, led by Colonel Joseph S. Morgan, unexpectedly withdrew upon the order of its commander. Colonel Walter Lane commanded the Confederates on that side of the river, and he observed that Morgan’s withdrawal exposed the flank of Dudley’s column, on the opposite shore.

Lane’s men poured a punishing fire into Dudley’s men and, combined with Green’s flanking movement, caused the Union troops to withdraw. The Confederates then pressed their advantage, driving the Union divisions back for nearly a mile and capturing two rifled guns. The Union troops attempted to rally several times, but the constant pressure of Green’s advance prevented them from making a stand. Weitzel and Grover could not stop the retreat of their men until they had reached the safety of Fort Butler and the navy gunboats at Donaldsonville.

Green had defeated a much larger Union force and had ruined Banks’s plan to overpower Taylor and pacify the Louisiana interior. Union casualties in the battle totaled 56 killed, 223 wounded, and 186 captured or missing. Confederate losses were far fewer: 3 killed and 30 wounded (6 mortally).
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Beale, Richard Lee Turberville

Birth Date: May 22, 1819

Death Date: April 21, 1893

Confederate officer. Richard Lee Turberville Beale was born on May 22, 1819, in Westmoreland County, Virginia. He graduated from the University of Virginia in 1837. Beale became a lawyer and served in the state legislature as well as the U.S. House of Representatives (1847–1849).

With the start of the Civil War, in May 1861 Beale became a first lieutenant in a provisional unit that later became part of the 9th Virginia Cavalry, and he spent the entire war as a cavalry officer in the Army of Northern Virginia. A lieutenant colonel by the spring of 1862, he saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and participated in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30) and the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20).

In October 1862 Beale was advanced to colonel of the 9th Virginia Cavalry. He chafed under the burdens of command, however, and several times asked to be relieved. Convinced to keep his field command, he next saw combat at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

Beale participated in the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863) and was conspicuous at the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863). Wounded during a skirmish in September, Beal did not return to active duty until January 1864. Part of his command saw action during the Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid (February 28–March 3, 1864).

Beale next saw combat during the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Late that same year, he was given a brigade command in Major General W. H. F. Lee’s cavalry division but without commensurate rank. Beale finally was advanced to brigadier general to data from January 6, 1865.

After the war, Beale returned to his legal practice in Westmoreland County, Virginia, and served another term in the U.S. House of Representatives (1879–1881). He died on April 21, 1893, in Hague, Virginia.
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Beall, Lloyd James

Birth Date: October 19, 1808

Death Date: November 7, 1887

Confederate officer. Lloyd James Beall was born on October 19, 1808, in Newport, Rhode Island, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1830, when he was commissioned in the 1st U.S. Infantry. Promoted to first lieutenant and then captain of dragoons in 1836, he served with distinction in the army for nearly 30 years and saw action in the Black Hawk and Seminole Wars. Promoted to major in 1844, he also fought in the Mexican-American War.

When the Civil War began, Beall was serving as an army paymaster at St. Louis, Missouri. Despite being born in the North, Beall sided with the South and resigned his commission to become a colonel in the Confederate Army.

On May 23, 1861, Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory appointed Beall commandant of the Confederate States Marine Corps, a post he held until war’s end. Beall moved immediately to ensure the autonomy of the Marine Corps and spent much of the war lobbying the Confederate government for more personnel, more robust recruiting, and improved housing at permanent duty stations.

By all measures Beall performed his duties well, even if his significant combat experience was not put to direct use. He established a marine training camp in Charleston, South Carolina, and created numerous permanent duty stations along the Southeast coast and the Mississippi River. He also helped ensure that the marines made a significant contribution to the war effort on both sea and land.

After the war Beall settled in Richmond, Virginia. He had carefully preserved all of the records relating to the Confederate States Marine Corps, but they were lost in a house fire. Beall died in Richmond on November 7, 1887.
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Beall, William Nelson Rector

Birth Date: March 20, 1825

Death Date: July 25, 1883

Confederate officer. William Nelson Rector Beall was born on March 20, 1825, in Bardstown, Kentucky, but later moved to Arkansas. An 1848 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, Beall was commissioned a second lieutenant of infantry and served on the western frontier before transferring as a first lieutenant to the cavalry in 1855. He earned promotion to captain that same year. During the late summer of 1861, he resigned his commission and joined the Confederate Army as a cavalry captain.

On April 11, 1862, Beall was commissioned a brigadier general, and in a few days was given charge of General Pierre G. T. Beauregard’s cavalry situated in and around Corinth, Mississippi. Beall eventually saw combat during the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). Later that same autumn, he was sent to Port Hudson, Louisiana, which was besieged by Union forces from March 14 to July 8, 1863. With Port Hudson’s surrender, Beall was taken prisoner and detained at Johnson’s Island, Ohio.

Beall was paroled in mid-1864 and, with the agreement of both Union and Confederate officials, was permitted to raise funds and purchase supplies for the thousands of Confederate detainees being held in Union prison camps. With the aid of the U.S. government, he established an office in New York City, where he essentially became a cotton broker. Beall obtained cotton from the South and shipped it abroad with the tacit agreement that Union warships would permit ships containing the brokered cotton to bypass the blockade. The cotton was shipped to European ports, and Beall in turn used the proceeds from the cotton sales to buy supplies—including food—for the Confederate prisoners.

Beall was released on August 2, 1865, and went on to become a successful commission merchant in St. Louis. He died on July 25, 1883, in McMinnville, Tennessee.
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Bean’s Station, Battle of

Event Date: December 14, 1863

Engagement during Confederate lieutenant general James Longstreet’s Knoxville Campaign. On December 4, 1863, Longstreet abandoned the siege of Knoxville and marched northeastward toward Rogersville, Tennessee. Union major general John G. Parke pursued, although not too closely. Passing through Bean’s Station along the Holston River, Longstreet reached Rogersville on December 9 and encamped. Parke detached Brigadier General J. M. Shackelford with 4,000 men to shadow Longstreet.

Determined to attack and destroy Shackelford with superior numbers, Longstreet backtracked southeast for a dawn attack by three columns on December 14 near Bean’s Station on the Holston River. Longstreet divided his army into three columns, sending two columns of cavalry under Major General William T. Martin and Brigadier General William E. Jones to cut off Shackelford’s line of retreat. At 2:00 a.m. on December 14, Longstreet’s own column made contact with Union pickets, which warned Shackelford. The Union commander then deployed his men, resting his defensive line on the Rutledge Road and Bean’s Station Tavern and positioning his artillery to advantage.

Longstreet attacked with Brigadier General Bushrod Johnson’s Tennessee Brigade on his right and Brigadier General Archibald Gracie’s Alabama Brigade on his left. Both Confederate forces met intense fire from Union artillery and from riflemen inside the tavern. Confederate artillery batteries fired into the tavern, while Brigadier General Joseph B. Kershaw’s brigade flanked the Union right. Finding himself heavily outnumbered, Shackelford executed a fighting retreat toward Rutledge. Longstreet pursued the next day, hoping to drive Shackleford into his waiting cavalry, but the Confederate cavalry was delayed by confrontations with Union cavalry, and thus the Union troops were able to throw up breastworks at Blain’s Cross Roads. There they fended off halfhearted Confederate attacks until Union reinforcements sent by Parke compelled Longstreet to fall back on Bean’s Station. The engagement ended with the Confederates suffering about 900 casualties and the Union suffering about 700.
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Beatty, Samuel

Birth Date: December 16, 1820

Death Date: May 26, 1885

Union officer. Samuel Beatty was born on December 16, 1820, in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, but moved with his family to Stark County, Ohio, as a child. He became a farmer and served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a lieutenant. In the late 1850s he became sheriff of Stark County, a post he held until entering federal service as a captain in the 19th Ohio Infantry Regiment in April 1861. The following month, he became colonel of the same regiment.

Beatty led the 19th Ohio at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), in which he performed well, and also saw action during the advance on and siege of Corinth (May 3–30). He was then given a brigade command, without commensurate rank, in the Army of the Ohio and then the Army of the Cumberland. He commanded the brigade during the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862) and the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). During the latter engagement, he held temporary divisional command. Within days, Beatty was advanced to brigadier general, to date from November 29, 1862.

Beatty retained a brigade command during the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863), and he performed conspicuously during operations leading into the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20). After this engagement, he took charge of the 3rd Brigade, 3rd Division, IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, which he led through the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). He was commended for his leadership and gallantry at the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). Too ill to take part in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Beatty did not return to duty until the early autumn of 1864.

Beatty’s next major action came in the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864), during the end of which he took command of a division in IV Corps. He reverted to his old brigade command in March 1865, when he was also brevetted major general. In the closing weeks of the war, Beatty’s brigade was ordered to Tennessee, where he was to block any Confederate movements to the south.

After leaving the army in early 1866, Beatty resumed farming in Ohio. He died in Jackson Township on May 26, 1885.
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Beauregard, Pierre Gustav Toutant

Birth Date: May 28, 1818

Death Date: February 20, 1893

Confederate officer. Born into a powerful Louisiana family of Creole background in St. Bernard Parish on May 28, 1818, Pierre Gustav Toutant Beauregard graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838, second in his class. He was commissioned a second lieutenant of engineers, and his first assignment was to Fort Adams near Newport, Rhode Island, making first lieutenant in June 1839. Helping to supervise the construction of coastal defenses, he was then stationed at Pensacola, Florida, and in Louisiana.

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Beauregard served on the staff of Major General Winfield Scott and took part in his Mexico City Campaign. Beauregard particularly distinguished himself. He was wounded twice and was also rewarded with a brevet to captain for his role in the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco and to major for the Battle of Chapultepec.

Following the war, Beauregard returned to New Orleans as chief engineer, earning promotion to regular captain in 1853. He also dabbled in Democratic politics. In 1860 Beauregard, a widower, married Catherine Deslonde, sister-in-law of John Slidell, the powerful Democratic senator from Louisiana and later Confederate diplomat.

Beauregard became superintendent of West Point in January 1861 but was relieved days later. He resigned his commission on February 20 when Louisiana seceded from the Union, and on March 1, 1861, he secured a commission as brigadier general in the Provisional Army of the Confederate States. Assigned to Charleston, South Carolina, he commanded the forces confronting the Union garrison at Fort Sumter. On April 12, 1861, Beauregard directed the artillery bombardment of Sumter that forced the Union surrender and made him a hero in the South but also sparked the Civil War. Beauregard became known as the “Napoleon in Gray.”
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West Point graduate and career U.S. Army officer Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard resigned his commission in February 1861 and assumed command at Charleston, South Carolina. His troops opened fire on Fort Sumter to begin the Civil War. Advanced to full general following the First Battle of Bull Run, Beauregard held a number of important Confederate commands during the war. (Library of Congress)

Arriving in Richmond at the end of May 1861, Beauregard immediately clashed with President Jefferson Davis, who did not want his advice on military matters. Beauregard took charge of the Confederate effort in northern Virginia, where he assembled the Confederate Army of the Potomac (subsequently the Army of Northern Virginia). During the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Beauregard commanded I Corps, Army of the Potomac, under General Joseph E. Johnston but was largely responsible for directing the battle. Beauregard felt slighted when others captured the public’s attention, but he was advanced to full general on August 31, 1861 (with date of rank from July 21), becoming the fifth highest-ranking officer in the Confederacy. Beauregard then commanded the Potomac District of the Department of Northern Virginia (October 1861–January 1862). Continually disagreeing with Davis over military strategy, Beauregard was exiled to the western theater to serve as second-in-command to General A. S. Johnston.

Together with Johnston, Beauregard planned the attack on Union forces under Major General Ulysses S. Grant at Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee. The resulting Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) initially went well, but Johnston was mortally wounded. At dusk Beauregard, who anticipated the final destruction of the Union army the next day, called off the attack and sent off a triumphant telegram to Jefferson Davis and the Confederate War Department announcing victory. Historians still debate whether the battle might have been won had it been continued that day. The next day, however, Grant, reinforced, launched a counterattack that drove Beauregard’s army from the field.

Davis criticized Beauregard for the Confederate defeat at Shiloh and for his subsequent evacuation of Corinth. When Beauregard became ill in June 1862, he took unauthorized leave, relinquishing command to General Braxton Bragg. Beauregard assumed that this was only temporary, but Davis made it permanent, and Beauregard was relegated to command of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, with his headquarters at Charleston, which he ably defended against Union sea and land attacks. In April 1864 Beauregard was assigned command of the Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia. In this position, he assisted General Robert E. Lee in the defense of Richmond, protecting the southern approaches to the Confederate capital. Beauregard not only contained Union forces under Major General Benjamin F. Butler at Bermuda Hundred in early May 1864 but also defeated Butler in the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (Fort Darling) on May 16, 1864, and was able to defend the vital railhead of Petersburg sufficiently long for forces under Lee to arrive. Beauregard then proposed to Davis that he invade the North, taking a large part of Lee’s army, to end the war. Beauregard continued to serve under Lee in an awkward command relationship until September, when Davis ordered Beauregard to assume overall command in the western theater.

The last months of the war found Beauregard in a series of unredeemable situations as his subordinate General John Bell Hood carried out his disastrous campaign into Tennessee in late 1864. Beauregard then tried unsuccessfully, with no immediate forces under his direct command, to arrest Union major general William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). The end of the war found Beauregard second-in-command to Joseph Johnston, powerless to stop Sherman’s drive north through North Carolina. Leaving the army when Johnston surrendered in April 1865, Beauregard returned to New Orleans.

In the postwar years, Beauregard declined offers to command the armies of Romania and Egypt. He prospered in a variety of business ventures, prepared his memoirs, and served in several public offices before his death in New Orleans on February 20, 1893.
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Bedini, Gaetano

Birth Date: May 15, 1806

Death Date: September 6, 1864

Catholic prelate and papal envoy. Gaetano Bedini was born on May 15, 1806, in Senigallia, Italy, then part of the Papal States. He was ordained a priest on December 20, 1828. A career papal bureaucrat, Bedini attained notoriety in 1849 when he was the papal nuncio in Bologna during the period in which the city was occupied by Austrian troops. The Austrians executed dozens of accused revolutionaries and criminals, for which many held Bedini responsible because he had not intervened to try to stop the violence.

In 1853 Bedini, now an archbishop, was sent on a papal mission to the United States, where he was to inspect the American Catholic Church and help remedy dissensions within it, particularly those between German and Irish Catholics. He arrived in New York City on June 30. Although Bedini’s visit began uneventfully, it soon stirred American anti-Catholic and nativist passions, which held that Bedini harbored sinister motives. Liberals, including exiles from Europe in the wake of the failed revolutions of 1848, condemned Bedini as a representative of the repressive policies they associated with Pope Pius IX. Anti-Catholics charged that Bedini was on a secret mission to take over the government in the name of the pope. A group of Italian exiles plotted to assassinate Bedini in Baltimore, and there was extensive rioting by Protestant German Americans in Cincinnati.

The Bedini conundrum reached the floor of the U.S. Senate, where a resolution was passed asking the president to hand over State Department correspondence relative to Bedini’s mission. Bedini finally had to be smuggled out of the country on February 4, 1854, to avoid violence. His visit was beneficial to the Anti-Catholic Know-Nothing Party, whose membership reached its peak shortly after his departure. The idea of Bedini as the archetypal Catholic plotter lingered for years, and he was even charged with allying with so-called Black Republican abolitionists to bring about the downfall of the United States. Certainly his visit highlighted the rampant anti-Catholicism of mid-19th-century America. Bedini died on September 6, 1864, in Viterbo, Italy.
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Bee, Barnard Elliott

Birth Date: February 8, 1824

Death Date: July 22, 1861

Confederate officer. Barnard Elliott Bee was born on February 8, 1824, in Charleston, South Carolina, but moved with his family to Texas. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1845 and saw action during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), for which he was twice brevetted. He held a variety of assignments, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1851 and to captain in the 10th Infantry in 1855 before resigning on March 3, 1861.

Bee soon entered Confederate service and was commissioned lieutenant colonel of the 1st South Carolina Artillery Regiment. He was promoted to brigadier general to date from June 17, 1861, and received command of a brigade in Brigadier General Joseph E. Johnston’s command. Ordered to northern Virginia, Bee’s brigade was among the first engaged at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). As he tried to rally his troops, he was mortally wounded by small arms fire, dying on July 22. It was Bee who allegedly gave Brigadier General Thomas J. Jackson the nickname “Stonewall.” There is argument over whether Bee meant this as a compliment or a sarcastic aside. Some claim that it was meant to rally his own men by pointing to Jackson’s tenacity and unyielding presence on the battlefield; others, however, claim that Bee was criticizing the general for having failed to come to the defense of his own badly mauled brigade. The rank of brigadier general was awarded posthumously to Bee later in 1861.
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Bee, Hamilton Prioleau

Birth Date: July 22, 1822

Death Date: October 3, 1897

Confederate officer. Hamilton Prioleau Bee was born on July 22, 1822, in Charleston, South Carolina, and moved to Texas with his family in 1835. His younger brother, Barnard E. Bee, would also become a Confederate general.

In 1839 Bee began serving as secretary to the U.S.-Texas Boundary Commission, and in 1846 he was named secretary of the Texas Senate. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served in Mexico with the Texas Rangers, achieving the rank of first lieutenant by war’s end. After the war ended, Bee engaged in electoral politics, holding a seat in the Texas House of Representatives from 1849 to 1859, and from 1855 to 1857 he served as that body’s Speaker.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Bee joined the Texas Militia with the rank of brigadier general. He received a brigadier general’s commission in the Confederate Army on March 4, 1862. Until early 1864, he commanded the Lower Rio Grande District, headquartered at Brownsville. There he mainly oversaw the brisk munitions-cotton trade with Europe, which was conducted through adjoining Mexico. Bee was credited with having spared several million dollars’ worth of stores and ammunition from Union capture.

In the early spring of 1864, Bee was given a field command, leading a cavalry brigade under Major General Richard Taylor during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Bee’s force helped arrest the Union advance at the Battles of Mansfield (April 8, 1864) and Pleasant Hill (April 9, 1864), but he stumbled badly during an engagement at Cane River Crossing on April 23, 1864, when he permitted Nathaniel Banks’s army to cross the river and escape. Taylor opined that Bee had “displayed great personal gallantry, but no generalship.”

Despite his poor performance, Bee later commanded a cavalry division under Major General John A. Wharton and finished his war service heading an infantry brigade under Major General Samuel B. Maxey in Indian Territory. After the war, Bee went to Mexico and engaged in commercial pursuits before moving to San Antonio, Texas, in 1876. He died there on October 3, 1897.
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Beecher, Henry Ward

Birth Date: June 24, 1813

Death Date: March 8, 1887

Congregationalist minister and abolitionist. Henry Ward Beecher was born on June 24, 1813, in Litchfield, Connecticut, the son of the prominent evangelical minister Lyman Beecher. Henry Beecher’s sister was Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852). Seeking to follow in the footsteps of his father and five brothers, Henry Beecher prepared himself for the ministry.
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Congregationalist minister Henry Ward Beecher of New York City was among the most influential Protestant ministers in 19th-century America. A prominent abolitionist, he also helped found the Republican Party and was the brother of Harriet Beecher Stowe. (Library of Congress)

Beecher graduated from Amherst College (Massachusetts) in 1834 and attended Lane Theological Seminary in Cincinnati, Ohio. After being admitted into the ministry in 1837, he married Eunice Bullard White and accepted a position with the Second Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, Indiana. His reputation as a charismatic preacher led to him being selected in 1847 to head the Congregational Plymouth Church in Brooklyn, New York.

Beecher quickly established a reputation in New York for his ardent and eloquent speaking and writing talents. A weekly column in the reformist magazine the Independent promoted his ideas of Romantic Christianity, which emphasized a gospel of love and pleasure in everyday life and nature rather than the strict tenets of orthodox Calvinism.

Beecher was also active politically, committing himself to the cause of abolitionism. Opposed to the extension of slavery into the western territories, Beecher was an early supporter of the Republican Party, founded in 1854. He raised funds for the antislavery forces in the Kansas Territory following passage of the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act. In appreciation of his efforts, New England migrants to Kansas often referred to their weapons as “Beecher’s Bibles.” He was adamantly opposed to the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and championed his sister Harriet Beecher Stowe’s influential novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin, denouncing slavery.

Henry Beecher actively campaigned for Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1861, and when the South withdrew from the Union, Beecher perceived the ensuing war as an opportunity for the nation to fulfill its moral and Christian duty of destroying slavery. Accordingly, he pressured Lincoln to issue the Emancipation Proclamation and raised money to fund Northern troops. Beecher was impatient, however, with what he perceived as Lincoln’s delay in making the proclamation. In 1863 Beecher traveled to Great Britain, where he employed his oratorical skills in convincing the English that the Northern cause was a righteous one.

In the postwar period, Beecher remained an important figure within the Republican Party, although in 1884 he would split from the party over the issue of Civil Service reform and supported the Democratic presidential candidacy of Grover Cleveland. As a reformer, Beecher campaigned for women’s rights, better working conditions, expanded educational opportunities for all Americans, and acceptance of the links between religion and science supported by the work of Charles Darwin with evolution.

The flamboyant Beecher, however, was the subject of a scandal in 1872 when he was accused of committing adultery with Elizabeth Tilton, whose husband Theodore edited the Independent. The media provided extensive coverage of a civil case brought by Theodore Tilton against Beecher, who proclaimed his innocence. His supporters claimed that Beecher was exonerated when a jury in the case was unable to reach a decision. Beecher returned to his ministerial duties, in which he remained an important figure in American religion until his death on March 8, 1887, in Brooklyn, New York.
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Belknap, William Worth

Birth Date: September 22, 1829

Death Date: October 11, 1890

Union officer. William Worth Belknap was born on September 22, 1829, in Newburgh, New York. Belknap studied law at Princeton University from 1846 to 1848, practiced law for a time, and served a term in the Iowa legislature from 1857 to 1858.

In December 1861 Belknap secured a commission as major in the 15th Iowa Infantry and served with distinction. Wounded in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), he was advanced to lieutenant colonel. Again distinguishing himself in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), he received promotion to colonel in June 1863. Belknap fought in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and then served in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), during which he won promotion to brigadier general of volunteers. He commanded a brigade in the 4th Division, XVII Corps, Army of the Tennessee, leading it and occasionally the division in both Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and the subsequent Carolinas Campaign (January–April 1865). Belknap was rewarded with a brevet to major general of volunteers in March 1865.

Following the war, Belknap returned to Iowa and became an internal revenue collector. Upon Sherman’s recommendation, President Ulysses S. Grant offered Belknap, a personal friend, the position of secretary of war. Belknap accepted the post on November 3, 1869. His tenure as secretary of war would see the army sharply reduced in size, with low morale because of the lack of personnel to deal with Indian threats in the West.

Morale in the army also suffered with the sharp increase in the cost of goods at trading posts, the result of Belknap having given the concessions at the various forts to friends, family members, and politicians, who in many cases then sold the rights to others—in many cases those who originally held the concessions—who then raised prices to recover their costs. Several army officers brought the high prices to the attention of Belknap, only to have him dismiss their claims. Through all of this, morale suffered and desertions increased.

Sherman, now the commanding general of the army, sharply disagreed with Belknap’s policies. Following a February 9, 1876, article in the New York Herald about bribery involving the trading posts, the Committee on Expenditures in the War Department began an investigation. Caleb Marsh testified that he was then paying Belknap for the trading post concession at Fort Sill (Oklahoma). Belknap denied any wrongdoing, but the U.S. House of Representatives voted unanimously to impeach him.

Belknap resigned on March 2, 1876. This left the Senate in a quandary, because private citizens could not be impeached. The Senate nonetheless proceeded with a trial in July 1876 but in a vote on August 1, 1876, failed to convict. Belknap then practiced law, first in Philadelphia and then in Washington, D.C., where he died on October 11, 1890.
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Bell, John

Birth Date: February 15, 1797

Death Date: September 10, 1869

Tennessee politician and Unionist. Born in Nashville, Tennessee, on February 15, 1797, John Bell graduated from nearby Cumberland College in 1814. Before he was 21, he had been admitted to the bar, established a law practice at Franklin, Tennessee, and served one term as a state senator. In 1826 he won a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from 1827 to 1841.

Bell considered himself a Jacksonian Democrat and supported President Andrew Jackson’s policies in Congress until the president began his war against the Bank of the United States. Then, despite Jackson’s threat to destroy him, Bell publicly broke with the president. Following Martin Van Buren’s election as president in 1836, Bell left the Democratic Party and became a Whig. For the next two decades, the Whig Party, with Bell as its acknowledged leader, dominated Tennessee politics.

Bell served briefly as U.S. secretary of war in 1841. Six years later he was elected to the U.S. Senate, where he served until 1859. Amid the growing controversy over slavery, Bell advocated moderation, believing in the constitutionality of Congress’s prohibition of slavery in the territory acquired as a result of the Mexican-American War. He opposed parts of Henry Clay’s compromise measures of 1850 that dealt with slavery and the territories, but after their adoption, Bell supported them.

Bell parted with his Southern colleagues in 1854, when he opposed the Kansas-Nebraska Act, and in 1858 he refused to support the admission of Kansas to the Union under the proslavery Lecompton Constitution. For this and his publicly stated opposition to forcing slavery upon new states, he was roundly denounced in the South.

In 1860, with the Whig Party dead, Bell and a number of other moderate former Whigs founded the Constitutional Union Party in an effort to avoid civil war. That same year Bell was nominated for the presidency, and Edward Everett of Massachusetts was nominated for the vice presidency. Their ticket carried only three states: Tennessee, Kentucky, and Virginia.

Bell opposed secession, but he believed that President Abraham Lincoln was wrong in resorting to force to preserve the Union. When Union troops entered Tennessee, Bell was forced to flee farther south. His political career now over, he retired to Georgia, returning to Tennessee only after the war had ended. Bell died on September 10, 1869, in Dickinson County, Tennessee.
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Bell, Tyree Harris

Birth Date: September 5, 1815

Death Date: September 1, 1902

Confederate officer. Born in Covington, Kentucky, on September 5, 1815, Tyree Harris Bell learned to farm on his family’s plantation in Tennessee. He was an early Confederate supporter, and as the war unfolded in early 1861, he recruited a company of the 12th Tennessee Infantry Regiment and on June 4, 1861, was elected its captain. Bell stood out among his peers and was soon promoted to lieutenant colonel of the 12th Tennessee.

Bell led his men in the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861) and the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), rising to colonel of the regiment in May 1862. He then participated in the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862) in Kentucky, the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862), and the Battle of Stones River (December 21, 1862–January 2, 1863).

Bell’s outstanding performance in battle brought him to the attention of Major General Nathan B. Forrest, who recruited Bell to join him in 1863 while he was organizing a command in western Tennessee. Bell commanded a cavalry brigade for the remaining months of the war and won recognition for his service under Forrest, especially in the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads (June 10, 1864). Bell did not receive his formal commission as a brigadier general until February 28, 1865, however. He surrendered, along with Forrest and their men, at Selma, Alabama, in April 1865.

Following the war, Bell returned to farming near Fresno, California. He died on September 1, 1902, while traveling through New Orleans, Louisiana.
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Belle Isle Prison, Virginia

Confederate prison camp. The facility was located on Belle Isle, a 54-acre island in the James River at Richmond, Virginia. The island is situated amid the rapids of the river, which made escape treacherous and difficult. The prison camp was established there in 1862. With the large influx of prisoners of war into Richmond in the spring of 1863, Libby Prison, the chief facility in the city, could no longer accommodate them. Libby Prison became an officers-only prison, while enlisted Union personnel and noncommissioned officers were all transferred to Belle Isle.

Accounts of living conditions at Belle Isle Prison vary greatly, depending on the source. There was, however, little shelter, and the prisoners had to endure summer heat, drenching rains, and bitter winter cold, snow, and ice. Food was scarce, hygiene was abysmal, and disease was rampant.

By 1864, many residents of Richmond were already living on a starvation diet. Conditions on Belle Isle, meanwhile, grew steadily worse, with prisoners receiving only meager subsistence-level rations. Medical care was virtually nonexistent, and the close quarters and unsanitary conditions created huge vectors of disease and illness. Designed to accommodate 3,000 prisoners, the facility became acutely overcrowded at one point, when the number of prisoners swelled to nearly 10,000. Prisoners were routinely ravaged by dysentery, scurvy, malaria, and smallpox. The death toll was high, although exact numbers are unavailable. The estimated death rate in Southern prison camps during the war was nearly 20 percent, but this number is largely conjecture because records were either lost and in many cases not kept. The conditions on Belle Isle were the result of inefficiency and mismanagement rather than deliberate intention on the part of Confederate authorities. By late 1864, all prisoners had been transferred to other facilities, including Georgia’s Andersonville stockade. Belle Isle was returned to private owners in February 1865.
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Belmont, Battle of

Event Date: November 7, 1861

Important early battle on the Mississippi River. On November 1, 1861, Major General John C. Frémont, commander of the newly created Department of the West at St. Louis, ordered his subordinate Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant, commander of the Southeast Missouri Military District (later the Cairo Military District), to carry out a demonstration against the Confederate fortifications at Columbus, Kentucky, on the Mississippi River, known as the “Confederate Gibraltar,” the most formidable Confederate works in the western theater. Frémont hoped thereby to mask a Union effort in southeastern Missouri and prevent Major General Leonidas Polk from sending reinforcements there from Columbus. Countermanded, this order was renewed on November 5.

The next day, November 6, Grant took 3,114 men (five infantry regiments, two cavalry companies, and two artillery pieces) down the Mississippi in six transports escorted by the timberclad gunboats Lexington and Tyler. Brigadier General John McClernand’s Illinois Brigade of three regiments constituted the bulk of Grant’s land force. Grant apparently had no precise plans when he set out, although one of his biographers contends that he clearly intended to fight rather than merely stage a demonstration. Grant certainly knew that Columbus was too powerful for him to assault.

Early on November 7, Grant landed 2,500 men three miles above Belmont, Missouri. He planned to attack a Confederate force of 2,700 men encamped at Belmont, across the Mississippi from Columbus. Colonel James C. Tappan commanded the Confederates at Belmont. His forces consisted of one infantry regiment, a cavalry battalion, and an artillery battery. The Union troops went ashore at Hunter’s Farm, then moved south to attack Belmont. At Grant’s request, meanwhile, Commander Henry Walke, who had charge of the two timberclads, took them to bombard Columbus as a diversion. Hearing the shooting on land, Polk sent reinforcements across the river, protected by the lower batteries at Columbus. Brigadier General Gideon Pillow commanded this force of four infantry regiments numbering 2,500 men and assumed command of the Confederate forces at Belmont upon his arrival.

As the gunboats circled and exchanged broadsides with the heavy Confederate guns in the upper batteries at Columbus, Grant’s force defeated the Confederates at Belmont. But when they gained the Confederate Camp Johnston, the Union troops stopped to loot. This enabled the Confederates to regroup.

Meanwhile, Walke kept his timberclads moving constantly to avoid being hit. His gunboats engaged the Columbus batteries three times, and he was able to take advantage of Confederate overshooting to close to within 450 yards. Still, most of the Union rounds fell short, and the only serious damage to the Confederates occurred when one of their guns burst. Before too long the Confederate batteries had the range, and Walke removed his gunboats but not before a 24-pounder shot entered the Tyler, decapitating a seaman and wounding two others. Walke then brought the timberclads back to the landing.

Polk, meanwhile, had sent five additional regiments across the river under Brigadier General Benjamin Franklin “Frank” Cheatham. These brought Confederate strength up to some 5,000 men. Seeing the additional Southern troops, Grant ordered his men to fall back to the landing, but it took time to get them organized. Some of Grant’s now outnumbered men had to cut their way out, and Grant barely escaped capture. As the last Union troops hurriedly boarded their transports, the Confederates attacked in strength, only to be met by withering grape and canister fire from the heavy guns on the two Union gunboats.

The Battle of Belmont was costly for both sides. It claimed between 550 and 600 Union casualties (about 90 dead and between 320 and 400 wounded, of whom more than 100 were taken prisoner). Confederate losses were higher: 641 (105 dead, 419 wounded, and 117 missing, a number of whom were taken prisoner). Each side claimed victory.

Belmont was not an engagement that Grant could point to with particular pride. Indeed, many of his officers and men saw it a as a blunder, reflecting poor generalship. The Confederates had won the battlefield, but Polk had failed to capture Grant and his force. Had Polk done so, it would have had great consequences for the struggle in the West and the entire war. The Northern press nonetheless celebrated Belmont as a victory. Certainly it delighted President Abraham Lincoln, who saw in Grant a general willing to fight. Hardly the beginning of a great thrust down the Mississippi as pictured in the Northern press, the Battle of Belmont did help bring about Union control of Missouri and provided valuable combat experience for Grant’s troops. The battle also spread a near panic in the South over possible future Union amphibious operations. Polk requested additional men and artillery and was now resistant to calls by Confederate commander in the West General Albert Sidney Johnston for manpower. In this sense, Belmont was perhaps a critical diversion for the subsequent Union operations against Forts Henry and Donelson. Certainly Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote, commanding the Union gunboats in the West, had every reason to be pleased; his timberclads had demonstrated that they could speedily move both men and supplies, operate with surprise and flexibility, and, at minimum cost to themselves, provide effective artillery support for troops ashore.
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Benham, Henry Washington

Birth Date: April 17, 1813

Death Date: July 1, 1884

Union officer. Born in Meriden, Connecticut, on April 17, 1813, Henry Washington Benham graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1837 and was commissioned in the engineers. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1838, he fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was brevetted captain in 1847 (promotion to the substantive rank came on May 24, 1848).

With the beginning of the Civil War, Benham was assigned on May 14, 1861, as chief engineer of the Department of the Ohio. Promoted to major on August 6, he was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers on August 13. Benham took command of a brigade in western Virginia in September. He and his commander, Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans, soon had a falling out, and in October Benham was transferred to the Department of the South.

Benham took part in the Union reduction of Fort Pulaski (April 10–11, 1862). In early June, Major General David Hunter, commander of the Department of the South, left Benham in temporary command of two Union divisions commanded by Brigadier Generals Isaac I. Stevens and Horatio G. Wright on James Island but ordered Benham not to bring on a general battle. Benham, however, attempted an attack on the Confederate fort at Secessionville on June 16. Although the Union troops outnumbered the Confederate defenders three to one, Confederate artillery and small arms fire repulsed three Union attacks and inflicted heavy casualties. Both Stevens and Wright later claimed that they had warned Benham the night before the attack that this would bring on the general battle that Hunter had ordered him to avoid. Benham sought an investigation to clear his name, but none was held. In August, President Abraham Lincoln withdrew Benham’s commission as a brigadier general, then pending before Congress.

Benham was assigned to engineering duties in Massachusetts. Lincoln restored Benham’s commission on February 6, 1863, and he was then assigned command of an engineer brigade in the Army of the Potomac, remaining in this position for the rest of the war. He was advanced to regular army lieutenant colonel on March 3, 1863. Benham saw service in all the major battles in which the Army of the Potomac participated from Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) through the Confederate surrender at Appomattox Court House (April 9, 1865), earning brevets through major general in both the regular and volunteer organizations.

Mustered out of volunteer service on January 15, 1866, Benham continued in the postwar army and was assigned to various engineering projects, such as the Potomac aqueduct and work at the Washington Navy Yard, and he was given responsibility for the Boston seawall and defenses of New York Harbor. An expert on the construction of pontoon bridges, Benham developed the method for their rapid construction by the use of simultaneous bays. Promoted to full colonel in 1867, Benham retired in 1882 at that rank and died in New York City on July 1, 1884.
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Benjamin, Judah Philip

Birth Date: August 6, 1811

Death Date: May 8, 1884

Confederate attorney general, secretary of war, and secretary of state. Judah Philip Benjamin was born in St. Croix to Portuguese Sephardic Jewish parents on August 6, 1811. The island of St. Croix belonged to Denmark but was at that time occupied by Great Britain, and Benjamin was thus born a British subject. He went to the United States with his family as a child; lived in Charleston, South Carolina, and Fayetteville, North Carolina; and attended Yale University law school, entering at age 14.

Leaving Yale without a degree, Benjamin moved to New Orleans, where he continued to study law and then opened a practice. He met with success, and by the 1840s he was a Whig member of the state legislature and the owner of a large plantation with 150 slaves. In 1850 he sold the plantation and the slaves, continuing his political career, and in 1852 he was elected to the U.S. Senate. In the Senate he was known for his strong debating skills and his sometimes prickly personality, on one occasion challenging fellow Southerner Senator Jefferson Davis to a duel. Their differences were smoothed over without violence, and the two became friends. Benjamin was also a strong advocate of slavery. As with most radical proslavery Southern politicians, by 1860 he had changed his political affiliation to the Democratic Party.
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Former lawyer and U.S. senator from Louisiana Judah P. Benjamin was one of the most important members of the Jefferson Davis cabinet. A strong supporter of Davis throughout the war, he served as Confederate attorney general (1861), secretary of war (1861–1862), and secretary of state (1862–1865). (National Archives)

When Louisiana seceded from the Union in January 1861, Benjamin resigned his Senate seat. The following month, newly selected Confederate president Jefferson Davis nominated Benjamin as the Confederacy’s first attorney general. Throughout his time as a member of the Confederate cabinet, Benjamin consistently supported Davis’s opinions. In the discussions within the cabinet over whether or not to fire on Fort Sumter, Benjamin seconded Davis’s decision to initiate hostilities.

By September 1861 it had become apparent that the Confederacy’s first secretary of war, Leroy Pope Walker, was well over his head and did not possess Davis’s confidence. Walker offered his resignation, and Davis replaced him with Benjamin. As the new secretary of war, Benjamin consistently followed Davis’s strategic ideas, and it is doubtful whether Benjamin made, on his own, any significant decision about Confederate troop movements or operations. However, since he was the transmitter of Davis’s wishes, Benjamin tended to draw the ire of commanders in the field. When Davis had Benjamin intervene within the command of Brigadier General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, the general offered his resignation and was only with difficulty persuaded to remain in Confederate uniform. Benjamin’s clashes with Generals Joseph E. Johnston and Pierre G. T. Beauregard were in some ways even more bitter and certainly more prolonged. Both generals were foolish enough to engage in epistolary arguments with Benjamin over policy decisions he had transmitted on behalf of Davis. Representing the president as a skillful lawyer representing a client, Benjamin presented the president’s opinions in terms so glib and smooth as to leave the generals sputtering with fury.

Benjamin’s downfall as secretary of war came as a result of severe Confederate reverses during the first winter of the war. Public blame fell on him for the fall of Forts Henry and Donelson and the much less significant but at the time more notorious fall of the Confederate outpost at Roanoke Island, all in February 1862. In March of that year Benjamin took the blame for the poor progress of the war and resigned as secretary of war, but Davis, as eager to retain Benjamin’s counsel as he was to show defiance to his critics, immediately appointed him secretary of state.

Benjamin’s efforts as Confederate secretary of state to obtain foreign recognition and support for the Southern cause proved unsuccessful. He continued to support Davis to the bitter end. At the Confederacy’s last cabinet meeting, held in North Carolina in April 1865 after the government had fled Richmond, Benjamin was the only one of the cabinet members and generals present to support Davis’s contention that the conflict could and should go on.

After the war Benjamin moved to Great Britain and made a successful career for himself in British politics and law. He died in Paris, France, on May 8, 1884.
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Bennett, James Gordon

Birth Date: September 1, 1795

Death Date: June 1, 1872

Journalist and publisher. Born in Newmills-in-Banffshire, Scotland, on September 1, 1795, James Gordon Bennett immigrated to the United States in 1819. On May 6, 1835, he founded the New York Herald and became its editor. By then, a combination of new technology and printing techniques had allowed for the production of inexpensive newspapers. Bennett’s penny-daily publication eventually transformed and modernized American journalism. He incorporated the latest technologies for gathering and reporting news and installed a new steam-powered press that was capable of producing a mass-circulation newspaper in 1836. He also introduced several innovative methods of modern journalism: the extensive use of cash-in-advance advertisements instead of subsidies through political parties or expensive subscriptions from a limited business clientele, detailed descriptions of disasters, Wall Street financial reports, telegraph receptions of political speeches and events, the use of European correspondents, the employment of illustrations in news articles, a society and gossip column, and daily editorials. The Herald soon became synonymous with American news and editorials in Europe, particularly England.

The paper gained a reputation for accurate and complete reporting, especially during the Civil War. Bennett employed 63 war correspondents, spent approximately $525,000 on war reporting, and used the telegraph extensively. He usually supported the Democratic Party during the Civil War, showing sympathy toward the Confederate cause. Indeed, his name was associated with the pro-Southern and laissez-faire economic policies of Southern Democrats. Officially, the paper and Bennett were supposedly advocates of the Union, although the paper consistently criticized President Abraham Lincoln’s war policies and gave scant daily coverage to Union war efforts.

Bennett continued to edit the Herald until his death on June 1, 1872, in New York City. In 1924 the New York Herald was purchased by the New York Tribune, to form the New York Herald Tribune.
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Bennett House

Location in Durham, North Carolina, of surrender talks between Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston and Union major general William T. Sherman. Bennett House was a log farmhouse belonging to James and Nancy Bennett. Sherman’s defeat of Johnston’s forces in the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865) led to Johnston’s retreat. Then, following the surrender of General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia (April 9), Johnston and Sherman opened a correspondence concerning the surrender of Johnston’s army. The two commanders met at Bennett House on April 17 and 18 to discuss terms. Sherman offered the Confederates very lenient terms, which Johnston tentatively accepted. President Andrew Johnson rejected the terms agreed to and dispatched Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant to take charge of the negotiations. Grant met with Sherman but allowed him to remain in charge of the discussions. On April 26, 1865, another meeting between Sherman and Johnston took place at Bennett House. This time Johnston was offered the same terms that Grant had given Lee at Appomattox, which Johnston accepted, ending hostilities east of the Mississippi River.

In 1960 Bennett House became a North Carolina State Historic Site. It is today open to the public.
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Benning, Henry Lewis

Birth Date: April 2, 1814

Death Date: July 10, 1875

Confederate officer. Henry Lewis Benning was born in Columbia County, Georgia, on April 2, 1814. He graduated from Franklin College (University of Georgia) in 1834 and moved to Columbus, Georgia, to practice law. A wealthy slave owner, Benning was active in antebellum politics as a prominent judge and lawyer, eventually embracing secession. After the Civil War began, Benning raised the 17th Georgia Infantry Regiment and was elected its colonel in August 1861. He led a brigade at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862).

On January 17, 1863, Benning was promoted to brigadier general, commanding a brigade in Major General John Bell Hood’s division of I Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. Benning’s brigade, consisting of the 2nd, 15th, 17th, and 20th Georgia Regiments, with approximately 1,400 men, saw combat at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). After heavy fighting, the brigade helped capture the Devil’s Den on July 2.

In September 1863, I Corps, including Benning’s brigade, was transferred to the Army of Tennessee. Benning next saw action at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where he performed effective service. In the spring of 1864, Benning and his brigade returned to Virginia in time for the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Benning was badly wounded at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) but recovered in time to return to service and be taken prisoner at Appomattox on April 9, 1865.

After the war Benning returned to Columbus, Georgia, to resume his law practice. He died there on July 10, 1875.
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Benton, Samuel

Birth Date: October 18, 1820

Death Date: July 28, 1864

Confederate officer. Samuel Benton was born on October 18, 1820, in Williamson County, Tennessee. He studied law, opened a legal practice, and entered state politics as a legislator. Despite his lack of prior military experience, in the spring of 1861 he was given a commission as a captain in the 9th Mississippi Infantry Regiment. He saw sporadic action in the western theater until March 1862, when he was named colonel of the 37th Mississippi Infantry Regiment, which was later reorganized as the 34th Mississippi.

Benton led the regiment during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). From then until early 1864, he was stationed in northern Mississippi. During the early spring of 1864, he very briefly commanded the 24th and 27th Mississippi Regiments until again taking charge of the 34th Mississippi at the beginning of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). He was subsequently given charge of a brigade, without commensurate rank, which he led until the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864), where he was badly wounded. After enduring the amputation of a foot, Benton died in Griffin, Georgia, on July 28, 1864. He had been promoted to brigadier general on July 26.
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Benton, USS

River ironclad. In addition to the seven ironclads contracted for with U.S. Army quartermaster general Colonel Montgomery Meigs, Western Department commander Major General John C. Frémont authorized James B. Eads to purchase and convert into ironclads two snagboats (powerful river craft used to extract obstructions from the western rivers). These two were the New Era (commissioned as the Essex) and the large catamaran Submarine No. 7 of 633 tons, which Frémont then renamed the Benton in honor of his father-in-law, Thomas Hart Benton.

Acquired in November 1861, the Benton was rebuilt at St. Louis and commissioned in February 1862. It had a rectangular wooden casemate with sloping sides, a length of 202 feet, a breadth of 72 feet, and a depth of 9 feet. Propelled by a center wheel powered by two steam engines, it was capable of 5.5 knots. Crew complement was 176 men. The Benton was protected by 2.5-inch iron plate. It mounted 16 guns: 2 IX-inch smoothbore Dahlgren guns, 7 42-pounder muzzle-loading rifled guns, and 7 32-pounder smoothbores. Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote, commander of the Western Flotilla, who had earlier opposed its purchase, made the Benton his flagship and believed it to be the most powerful of the early river ironclads and equal of three of the Cairo-class gunboats.

The Benton took part in virtually all the actions on the Mississippi from the Siege of Island No. 10 (March–April 1862) to operations against Vicksburg in 1863. The ship also participated in the Red River Expedition (March–May 1864). Decommissioned in July 1865, the Benton was sold in November and broken up.
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Bentonville, Battle of

Start Date: March 19, 1865

End Date: March 21, 1865

Battle during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). On March 15, 1865, Union major general William T. Sherman, learning that General Joseph E. Johnston had assumed command of Confederate forces in the Carolinas and was concentrating them, departed the seacoast with his army group to move against Johnston.

On March 18 Sherman crossed into North Carolina, advancing toward Goldsborough (today Goldsboro) with some 60,000 men. His army group was in two major formations: a left wing, the Army of Georgia under Major General Henry W. Slocum, and a right wing, the Army of the Tennessee commanded by Major General Oliver O. Howard. Both Union armies were moving separately on parallel axes.

On March 19 Johnston surprised Sherman at Bentonville, near the present-day town of Four Oaks, North Carolina, attacking Slocum and the Union left wing. Johnston had only some 21,000 men, but he believed that the two Union armies were a day’s march apart and that his only hope was to achieve victory over the Army of Georgia before Sherman could concentrate his forces. Both Slocum and Sherman initially underestimated the strength of the attackers, and Confederates under Major General Daniel H. Hill managed to rout two Union divisions, but the Confederate attacks were uncoordinated, and the rest of Slocum’s men managed to hold until Union reinforcements came up. Fighting continued until nightfall, when Johnston withdrew to his original position and entrenched.

Little fighting occurred the next day as Sherman brought up reinforcements. On March 21 Union major general Joseph A. Mower, commanding a division on the Union right flank, secured permission for a reconnaissance but instead launched a full-scale attack on the Confederates defending Mill Creek Bridge and got to within a mile of that crossing before Sherman recalled him. Sherman thus perhaps missed a chance to entrap and destroy Johnston’s entire army, which may have shortened the war by several weeks.

That night, Johnston withdrew his men across Mill Creek toward Smithfield, burning the bridge behind him. Sherman did not pursue but instead continued his march toward Goldsborough. There on March 23 he joined Union forces under Major Generals Alfred H. Terry and John M. Schofield. Sherman knew that the war was ending, that once he reached Goldsborough his forces would vastly outnumber those of Johnston, and that because of his even greater numerical advantage, further bloodshed might then be avoided.

Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865)



	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength
	60,000
	21,000



	Killed
	     194
	     239



	Wounded
	  1,112
	  1,694



	Captured or missing
	     221
	     673
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Illustration of the Battle of Bentonville, North Carolina. Fought during March 19–21, 1865, it was the last major Confederate attempt to arrest Union major general William T. Sherman’s March through the Carolinas. (Library of Congress)

The Battle of Bentonville was the last major engagement fought between the armies of Sherman and Johnston. Although Johnston’s initial attack was well planned and effectively executed, he simply lacked the strength to succeed. Confederate losses in the three-day battle came to 2,606 (239 killed, 1,694 wounded, and 673 captured or missing); Union casualties were 1,527 (194 killed, 1,112 wounded, and 221 missing or captured). Johnston surrendered at Durham Station, North Carolina, on April 26.
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Berdan, Hiram

Birth Date: September 6, 1824

Death Date: March 31, 1893

Union officer. Hiram Berdan was born in Phelps, New York, on September 6, 1824. He attended Hobart College in Geneva, New York, where he was trained as a mechanical engineer. He then moved to New York City, where he used his skills to invent a threshing machine and many other devices. He sold the rights to his inventions for sizable sums of money, which allowed him time to pursue his interest in riflery. Berdan invented a repeating rifle and traveled the country to participate in sharpshooting contests, earning a reputation as the best marksman in the United States.

At the start of the Civil War, Berdan proposed creating an elite unit of marksmen for Union service. Journeying to Washington, D.C., he discussed his plan with President Abraham Lincoln on June 13. Lincoln gave his endorsement, and Major General Winfield Scott, general in chief of Union forces, authorized Berdan to form the 1st Regiment of U.S. Sharpshooters. Berdan was commissioned its colonel, and the regiment joined the Army of the Potomac, in which it was attached to V Corps, at the end of November 1861. The 2nd U.S. Sharpshooters, comprising eight companies, soon also took the field.

Clad in green uniforms, Berdan’s Sharpshooters served throughout the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), earning praise for their performance. Transferred to Major General John Pope’s command, Berdan fought in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). When Major General Joseph Hooker assumed command of the Army of the Potomac in 1863, he assigned both regiments as a small brigade to III Corps.

Berdan commanded the brigade, and his troops fought well but suffered heavy losses at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Their performance earned Berdan a brevet to brigadier general of volunteers. Berdan’s Sharpshooters again served with distinction on July 2 during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), in which Berdan temporarily led a brigade consisting of his sharpshooters and several other infantry regiments. Berdan was brevetted major general, but despite the sharpshooters’ success, many Union officers considered Berdan unsuited to higher command.

Accused of disobeying orders and afflicted with various ailments, Berdan resigned on January 2, 1864. He returned to New York, where he continued to invent items with military application. Berdan died in New York City on March 31, 1893.
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Berdan’s Sharpshooters

Elite light infantry regiments attached to the Army of the Potomac. In the decades prior to the Civil War, Hiram Berdan had earned national renown as a superlative marksman. In 1861 he left his engineering profession in New York City, secured the backing of commanding general Lieutenant General Winfield Scott and President Abraham Lincoln, and recruited 18 infantry companies from eight states to organize the 1st and 2nd United States Volunteer Sharpshooter Regiments.

Berdan commanded the 1st Regiment, numbering 10 companies. Colonel Henry A. V. Post commanded the 2nd Regiment of 8 companies. Following the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Berdan was succeeded in command by Lieutenant Colonel Caspar Trepp, who was killed at Mine Run and replaced by Colonel George C. Hastings. Post was succeeded by Colonel Homer Stoughton.

Qualifying for the sharpshooters was rigorous. Using their own rifles, sharpshooter candidates fired 10 rounds, reloading as rapidly as possible, at two separate targets. The first was at 200 yards and was engaged using a support or rest. The second was located at 100 yards and was engaged by firing unsupported. To qualify, a candidate had to place all 10 bullets within five inches of the center of each target.

The sharpshooters often employed telescopic sights and the famous Sharps .52-caliber rifle. Their uniform was a distinctive dark green coat and cap, with light blue (later green) trousers and leather leggings. The sharpshooters were employed as skirmishers, pickets, and snipers.

Berdan’s Sharpshooters saw action during some 65 battles and actions and were cited for distinguished service at South Mountain (September 14, 1862), Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Together the two regiments suffered 1,008 killed or wounded of 2,570 men mustered into service. Berdan’s Sharpshooters were combined into a brigade on December 31, 1864, and were disbanded on February 20, 1865.
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Bermuda

Small cluster of islands located in the North Atlantic 670 miles east of Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, and 690 miles south of Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts. Bermuda is the oldest and most populous of the remaining British Overseas Territories in the Western Hemisphere. Because of its proximity to the southeastern coast of the United States, blockade-runners often used Bermuda as a staging area from which to engage in trade with the Confederate States of America during the American Civil War.

Although commonly referred to in the singular, in reality Bermuda is a configuration of 138 islands occupying some 20 square miles. Main Island, the largest island and the location of Hamilton, the capital, is frequently referred to as Bermuda by tourists. Officially the name of the territory is the Somers Isles in honor of George Somers, who established the first English colony in Bermuda in 1609. Despite its latitude, Bermuda’s climate is semitropical and generally frost-free because of its location in the Gulf Stream. Its location, however, does make it somewhat vulnerable to Atlantic hurricanes.

After the loss of the 13 British colonies during the American Revolution, the British shifted their North Atlantic naval operations to Bermuda and began to exploit timber resources in Bermuda and Canada. Beginning in 1795, the British began to improve Bermuda’s natural harbors and developed Bermuda as its principal naval base guarding North Atlantic shipping lanes. During the War of 1812, the British coordinated their blockade of American ports from Bermuda. From Bermuda, the British also launched expeditionary forces that ravaged the Chesapeake Bay area and then attacked Washington, D.C., with success, only to be rebuffed at Baltimore, Maryland.

In April 1861 as part of his wartime strategy, President Abraham Lincoln initiated the Union naval blockade of the Confederacy, an important component of the Anaconda Plan. The goal was to eliminate the flow of goods to and from the Confederacy, thereby choking it into submission. Taking advantage of the wartime situation, British entrepreneurs built high-speed ships with limited cargo capacity commanded by Royal Navy officers on leave to transport high-value goods to and from the Confederacy via Cuba, the Bahamas, and Bermuda. The size of these blockade-runners, however, precluded any major exports of Southern cotton, which declined by more than 95 percent during the course of the war. Whereas Union ships guarding the Confederate coastline captured or destroyed more than 1,500 blockade-runners during the course of the Civil War, 5 out of 6 blockade-runners nevertheless reached the Confederacy with goods, thus prolonging the war and boosting Confederate morale. The Union capture of Wilmington, North Carolina, the last major Confederate-held port, in early February 1865 ended the ability of blockade-runners to circumvent the Union naval blockade.
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Bermuda Hundred Campaign

Start Date: May 5, 1864

End Date: May 20, 1864

A series of five battles fought in and around Bermuda Hundred, Virginia. A large neck of land, Bermuda Hundred was located 15 miles south of Richmond, the Confederate capital, and 7 miles north of Petersburg on a peninsula of land between the Appomattox and James Rivers. Union lieutenant general Ulysses S. Grant ordered Major General Benjamin Butler, commander of the Union Army of the James, to move his forces via the James River to the Virginia Peninsula, cutting the Richmond & Petersburg Railroad, a critical Confederate supply line. This threat forced Confederate Army of Northern Virginia commander General Robert E. Lee to send reinforcements under General P. G. T. Beauregard, weakening Southern forces elsewhere in the theater. The Bermuda Hundred Campaign consisted of five battles: the Battle of Port Walthall Junction (May 6–7), the Battle of Swift Creek (May 9), the Battle of Chester Station (May 10), the Battle of Proctor’s Creek (May 12–16), and the Battle of Ware Bottom Church (May 20).

On May 5, 1864, Butler’s army of 39,000 men began coming ashore from transports at the Bermuda Hundred plantation on the James River. From May 6 to May 11, Confederate forces under Brigadier Generals Johnson Hagood and Bushrod Johnson initially halted Union forces at Walthall Junction and Swift Creek, but they were then driven back by Union forces, who cut the railroad. Butler then advanced on Petersburg but was met by Confederate troops under Johnson, who were forced back with heavy losses. Rather than following up on this victory, Butler was content to destroy the railroad tracks.
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Union major general Benjamin Butler’s 1864 headquarters at Bermuda Hundred at the southwestern edge of the confluence of the Appomattox and James Rivers opposite City Point, Virginia. (Library of Congress)

Accompanying the attack were five Union gunboats, which steamed up the Appomattox River to attack Confederate Fort Clifton. The gunboats were driven back, however, and the attack on Fort Clifton was abandoned. Confederate forces under Major General Robert Ransom then attacked a portion of Butler’s forces at Chester Station, forcing them to retire to their entrenchments at Bermuda Hundred.

On May 12 Butler then moved north against Confederate forces at Drewry’s Bluff but quickly adopted a defensive posture, in part because of a lack of support by gunboats. Four days later Ransom led an attack against Butler’s right flank, routing a significant number of Union soldiers and disorganizing and demoralizing Butler’s forces. Butler again withdrew to the Bermuda Hundred line, thereby ending the Union offensive. Four days later Beauregard attacked Butler at Ware Bottom Church in the largest battle of the campaign. Butler’s forces were driven back, and the Confederates constructed a major defensive works, known as the Howlett Line, surrounding the remaining Union forces and bottling them up there for the remainder of the war.

Butler’s expedition was a disappointing failure for Grant. Although Butler was able to distract Confederate forces for a time, Southern victories at the Battles of Proctor’s Creek and Ware Bottom Church enabled Beauregard to detach a significant portion of his forces to aid Lee’s army against the Union Army of the Potomac in the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Butler’s remaining forces were later employed during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).
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Berry, Hiram Gregory

Birth Date: August 24, 1824

Death Date: May 3, 1863

Union officer. Hiram Gregory Berry was born on August 24, 1824, in Rockland, Maine. He became a successful businessman and bank president before involving himself in politics. A Democrat, he served as mayor of Rockland and served several terms in the state legislative assembly. Berry was also a member of the state militia and raised and commanded a company known as the Rockland Guard. In the spring of 1861, he recruited the 4th Maine Infantry Regiment and was appointed its colonel.

Berry’s regiment saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where it performed well. In March 1862, Berry was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers and took part in the Army of the Potomac’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). He was particularly conspicuous at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5) and during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Taken ill, Berry went on sick leave until the autumn of 1862.

Promoted to major general on November 29, 1862, Berry led a brigade at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), where his level-headed performance helped save his command from being decimated. Berry took command of the 2nd Division, III Corps, in February 1863. On May 3, 1863, during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4), Berry was shot and killed by a Confederate sniper.
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Berryville, Battle of

Start Date: September 3, 1864

End Date: September 4, 1864

Engagement during the Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 1864–March 1865). Berryville, Virginia, located in Clarke County in the northern Shenandoah Valley, was in close proximity to Harpers Ferry and Washington, D.C., which made it of strategic importance throughout the Civil War. In the summer of 1864, Major General Philip H. Sheridan, commanding the Union Army of the Shenandoah, undertook a campaign to destroy Confederate forces in the Shenandoah Valley commanded by Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early.

Sheridan secured control of Smithfield Summit on August 29 and then marched to Berryville with his 50,000-man army. At the same time, Early ordered Major General Joseph B. Kershaw’s division, which had just arrived in the valley to reinforce Early, from Winchester east to Berryville. At about 5:00 p.m. on September 3, Kershaw’s men fell on Colonel Joseph Thoburn’s division of Brigadier General George Crook’s Army of West Virginia as it was preparing to camp for the night. The Confederates caught the Union troops by surprise, driving into them until another Union division came to their rescue and restored the situation.

Nightfall ended the fighting, with both sides then reinforcing. The next morning Early tested the Union strength and, finding it too strong, withdrew behind Opequon Creek, where on September 19 a far more important battle occurred. The Battle of Berryville resulted in 314 Union casualties; Confederate losses totaled 295.
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Bibb, Henry

Birth Date: May 10, 1815

Death Date: August 1, 1854

Abolitionist, publisher, lecturer, and former slave. Born on May 10, 1815, in Shelby County, Kentucky, Henry Bibb was the son of Mildred Jackson, a slave woman. Bibb never knew his biological father, although Bibb’s mother claimed that he was the son of James Bibb, a white Kentucky senator. During the course of his life in slavery, Bibb was owned by several different masters in Kentucky, Louisiana, and Arkansas. At age 18 Bibb married a slave girl, Malinda, from a nearby plantation. He then convinced the plantation owner, William Gatewood, to purchase him. On December 25, 1837, Bibb left his family at the Gatewood Plantation and sought freedom in Canada. He reached Perrysburg, Ohio, where he decided to return and rescue his family. In Cincinnati, he was captured and returned to Gatewood, who punished Bibb by selling the family to a slave trader bound for New Orleans.

In Vicksburg, Mississippi, Bibb and his family were purchased by Deacon Francis Whitfield, a harsh planter from Louisiana. Bibb endured floggings and abuse and attempted unsuccessfully to escape, which prompted Whitfield to sell him to traveling gamblers headed west. Bibb never saw Malinda or his daughter again. In Arkansas, Bibb was sold to an elderly Cherokee man as a personal servant. Upon the man’s death in 1841, Bibb set out for freedom in the North, settling in Detroit, Michigan. There an abolitionist minister sheltered and educated Bibb, and by 1844 Bibb had become an active abolitionist, giving lectures that denounced slavery.

After learning that his wife Malinda had become the mistress of a planter, Bibb married Mary Miles in 1848. Miles, the daughter of a free black couple from Rhode Island, was also active in the abolition movement. In 1849 Bibb’s autobiography was published by the American Anti-Slavery Society.

When Congress passed the Fugitive Slave Act in 1850, Bibb took refuge in Canada. The following year, he helped establish the Refugee Home Colony for runaway slaves near Windsor, Ontario. He also began publishing Canada’s first black newspaper, the Voice of the Fugitive. Bibb died in Sandwich, Ontario, on August 1, 1854.
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Bickerdyke, Mary Ann Ball

Birth Date: July 19, 1817

Death Date: November 8, 1901

Hospital administrator and nurse. Born on July 19, 1817, on a farm in Knox County, Ohio, Mary Ann Ball Bickerdyke was the daughter of Hiram and Annie Ball. When Mary Ann was 17 months old her mother died, and she went to live with her maternal grandparents. Upon their deaths, she lived with her maternal uncle on a farm near Cincinnati, Ohio. Self-taught in the field of herbal medicine, she assisted doctors in Cincinnati during the cholera epidemic of 1837. Ball married Robert Bickerdyke, a widower with three boys, in 1847. The couple moved to Galesburg, Illinois, in 1856. After her husband’s death in 1859, Bickerdyke supported herself and her children by practicing botanic medicine.

In 1861 after hearing of the deplorable conditions at the military hospital at Cairo, Illinois, the members of Bickerdyke’s church collected $500 worth of supplies for the wounded soldiers, many of whom were from Galesburg. Church officials charged Bickerdyke with delivering the supplies to Cairo. Sensing a need for her services, she remained in Cairo and served as a volunteer nurse. Bickerdyke’s energy and concern for Union troops made her wildly popular with wounded soldiers, who fondly called her “Mother Bickerdyke.” Her ability to organize military hospitals, especially her concern for their sanitary conditions, was promptly brought to the attention of Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant.

Shortly after capturing Fort Donelson in February 1862, Grant, now a major general, brought Bickerdyke and fellow nurse Mary Jane Stafford to the field hospital at Fort Donelson. Bickerdyke eventually worked on the hospital ships administered by the Western Sanitary Commission that transported wounded soldiers and supplies on the Mississippi River and its tributaries. By the beginning of 1863, Bickerdyke was the chief of nursing for Grant’s troops. From April to July 1863, she accompanied Grant during the Second Vicksburg Campaign.
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Civil War nurse Mary Ann Ball Bickerdyke. Known as “Mother Bickerdyke” by grateful wounded Union soldiers, she became known for her work organizing Union military hospitals and improving their sanitary conditions. (Brockett, Linus Pierpont & Mary C. Vaughan, Woman’s Work in the Civil War: A Record of Heroism, Patriotism and Patience, 1867)

Bickerdyke routinely led campaigns to solicit supplies from the civilian population for wounded Union troops. Unfortunately, officers and surgeons frequently expropriated supplies designated for the wounded soldiers. Bickerdyke openly criticized Union officers and surgeons involved in this activity and reported their actions to Grant. Although many of Grant’s staff officers complained about the outspoken Bickerdyke’s disregard of military protocol, Grant, who claimed that he was unable to force her to conform to military procedures, consistently supported Bickerdyke. A highly resourceful and energetic nurse and administrator, Bickerdyke believed that it was her Christian duty to help the wounded soldiers as efficiently and quickly as possible.

As Grant’s forces plunged deeper into the Confederacy, Bickerdyke followed the troops and established hospitals along the way. By the end of the war, she had aided the wounded on 19 battlefields, participated in the establishment of hundreds of field hospitals, and was instrumental in saving the lives of thousands of wounded soldiers, frequently searching battlefields at night with a lantern for wounded soldiers. Her popularity was so immense that soldiers frequently welcomed her with frenzied cheers rivaling those awarded to Grant. Bickerdyke’s efforts even gained her accolades from Major General William Tecumseh Sherman, a man who routinely excluded women from his camp. Popular legend holds that Bickerdyke was the only woman Sherman ever welcomed into his camp. At the conclusion of the war, Sherman insisted that Bickerdyke ride at the head of XV Corps during the Grand Review of the Armies in Washington, D.C.

Once the war ended, Bickerdyke settled in Salina, Kansas, with her sons and opened a boardinghouse and dining hall for war veterans moving to Kansas. She also assisted war veterans and volunteer nurses in their quest for pensions from the federal government. Bickerdyke eventually helped more than 300 female volunteer nurses earn federal pensions. Although she was a volunteer for the duration of the Civil War, the U.S. Congress in 1886 awarded Bickerdyke a $25 annual pension. Bickerdyke died at Bunker Hill, Kansas, on November 8, 1901.
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Bickley, George Washington Lafayette

Birth Date: July 18, 1823

Death Date: August 3, 1867

Founder and leader of the Knights of the Golden Circle, a clandestine organization that championed the Southern cause and the expansion of slavery, among other things. George Washington Lafayette Bickley was born on July 18, 1823, in southwestern Virginia; little is know of his youth. By the late 1840s, he was a practicing physician in Tazewell County, Virginia. In 1851 he relocated to Cincinnati, Ohio, and from 1852 until 1859 he was a faculty member of the Eclectic Medical Institute of Ohio.

In 1854 Bickley founded the Knights of the Golden Circle, with the goals of creating a slaveholding empire in the southern United States, Mexico, and the Caribbean and securing the complete annexation of Mexico. The ultimate objective of the Knights of the Golden Circle was to expand the slaveholding society of the American South to encompass an area that approximated a circle some 2,400 miles in diameter in hopes of controlling its commerce and securing a complete monopoly of the world’s supply of tobacco. The group, which was never very large, attempted several filibustering expeditions, especially against Mexico, all of which ended in failure.

By late 1860, Bickley had been pushed aside by the organization’s members, who had grown weary of his unrealistic schemes, soaring oratory, and decided lack of direction. During the Civil War the organization was renamed the Order of the American Knights, and in 1864 it became the Sons of Liberty. Total membership of the order was between 250,000 and 300,000 people, principally in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, Kentucky, and southwestern Pennsylvania. The organization’s primary objective now was to oust the Abraham Lincoln administration in the elections of 1864 and give Democrats control of the state and federal governments to make peace and invite the Southern states back into the Union on antebellum footing. Their efforts were foiled in 1864, however, with the arrests of various leaders and numerous confiscations of arms by U.S. authorities. With that, the society virtually dissolved.

In July 1863 Bickley was arrested in Indiana and charged with spying; he had heretofore been a surgeon for Confederate forces. Not released until October 1865, he embarked on a failed lecture tour in Great Britain. He died disillusioned and virtually penniless on August 3, 1867, in Baltimore.
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Bierce, Ambrose Gwinnett

Birth Date: June 24, 1842

Death Date: ca. December 1913

Union officer and writer. Born in Horse Cave Creek, Ohio, on June 24, 1842, Ambrose Gwinnett Bierce attended the Kentucky Military Institute before enlisting in the 9th Indiana Infantry in 1861. He saw action in western Virginia, and when the regiment was reorganized in August 1861, Bierce, not yet 20 years old, became a sergeant.

Transferred with his regiment to Tennessee, Bierce participated in most of the important events of the western theater, including the Battles of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). Promoted to second lieutenant in December 1862 and to first lieutenant the following April, he spent the rest of the conflict serving as a topographical engineer but still saw considerable action with the Army of the Cumberland. Bierce was severely wounded at Kennesaw Mountain on June 23, 1864, and received a medical discharge in January 1865.

[image: image]

Union officer Ambrose Bierce took part in most of the important battles of the Western Theater during the Civil War and was severely wounded. After the war he became a celebrated writer, whose work was heavily influenced by his wartime experience. (Library of Congress)

Postwar, Bierce became a treasury agent in Alabama, traveled in the West, and settled in San Francisco, where he worked in the U.S. Mint before devoting himself to literary pursuits. In 1868 he began an amazingly productive journalistic career, his columns ranging from satire and humor to biting commentary and caustic reviews. He also produced volumes of essays and short stories. Much of his short fiction, often characterized by haunting imagery and macabre twists, was influenced by his Civil War experience, including “The Crime at Pickett’s Mill,” “A Son of the Gods,” “One Officer, One Man,” “Chickamauga,” “The Coup De Grace,” and his most famous short story, “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” (1890). Among his important nonfiction works were the visceral “What I Saw at Shiloh” and the darkly humorous The Devil’s Dictionary. After a lengthy and sometimes controversial run with journalist William Randolph Hearst’s organization, Bierce quit in 1909 to focus on publishing his collected works. Perhaps in search of adventure, the 71-year-old Bierce traveled to revolutionary Mexico, where he disappeared sometime in December 1913.
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Big Bethel, Battle of

Event Date: June 10, 1861

First serious engagement of the Civil War. The Battle of Big Bethel occurred in far eastern Virginia in Hampton and York Counties and resulted when Union major general Benjamin F. Butler at Fort Monroe ordered converging columns from Hampton and Newport News to attack Confederate outposts at nearby Little Bethel Church and Big Bethel Church (Bethel Church, Great Bethel) in Hampton and York Counties (near present-day unincorporated Tabb). Union brigadier general Ebenezer W. Pierce had command of the operation, with about 3,500 troops.

The Confederates abandoned Little Bethel and fell back on prepared entrenchments behind Brick Kiln Creek, near Big Bethel Church. Colonel John B. Magruder had command of the Confederate defenders, numbering some 1,200 men. In the battle on June 10, 1861, Pierce squandered his considerable numerical advantage by expending his inexperienced men piecemeal in frontal assaults against the entrenched Confederates. The 5th New York Zouave regiment crossed Brick Kiln Creek downstream and tried to turn the Confederate left but was repulsed. Pierce then withdrew. The Union side lost 18 killed, 60 wounded, and 1 missing, the bulk of these casualties coming from the 5th New York. Confederate losses were only 1 killed and 7 wounded.
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Big Black River, First Battle of

Event Date: May 17, 1863

Engagement during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). The battle was fought along the Big Black River, a tributary that empties into the Mississippi River about 25 miles south of Vicksburg. Having suffered defeat at the Battle of Champion Hill the previous day, Confederate forces under Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton were withdrawing toward the safety of the Vicksburg fortifications. Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s Army of the Tennessee pursued. Grant had recently landed south of Vicksburg and, after winning several engagements with divided Confederate forces, turned his attention toward his ultimate goal, the capture of Vicksburg.

To protect his retreat and delay the Union pursuit, Pemberton left Major General John Bowen in command on the eastern bank of the Big Black River. In addition, Pemberton hoped to provide time for the division of Major General William W. Loring to rejoin his forces. It had become separated from Pemberton’s force during the Battle of Champion Hill. Bowen’s troops, consisting of almost 5,000 soldiers and 18 guns, established a fortified position behind a bayou defending the approaches to the Big Black River Bridge, with their flanks protected by the river.
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Big Black River Station in February 1864. Union forces under Major General Ulysses S. Grant won the First Battle of Big Black River on May 17, 1863, with the Confederate forces under Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton withdrawing to Vicksburg, where they were besieged by Grant. (Library of Congress)

Brigadier General Eugene Carr’s division led the Union advance on the morning of May 17. Recognizing the strength of the Confederate position, Carr approached cautiously. On the Union right, men of Brigadier General Michael Lawler’s brigade discovered a narrow section of the Confederate line where the defensive obstacles had been washed away. A brisk assault there penetrated the Confederate line, and additional attacks overran the defenses. The Confederate forces soon began to retreat, but with the river at their rear, many Confederate troops had nowhere to go and were captured. After destroying the bridges across the Big Black River, Pemberton continued his retreat to Vicksburg.

In the battle the Confederates suffered more than 1,700 casualties (most of them captured) out of a total of 5,000 men engaged, while the Union losses were less than 300 out of a total force of 10,000 (although not all were engaged). Union troops also captured all of the Confederate artillery. While the Confederate forces did impede the Union pursuit and succeeded in destroying the crossings over the river, the remainder of Grant’s army had been crossing at sites upstream from the battle. Additionally, the loss of 1,700 men meant fewer Confederate troops available to assist in the defense of Vicksburg. In any event, when Pemberton chose to retreat into Vicksburg, the fall of this vital city on the Mississippi River became just a matter of time.

Coming on the heels of the defeat at Champion Hill, the defeat in the First Battle of Big Black River added to the demoralization of Pemberton’s army and the citizens of Vicksburg. For the Union, the battle was another example of superior tactical and operational performance during the final campaign to take Vicksburg.
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Big Black River, Second Battle of

Event Date: February 4, 1864

Engagement of the Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864). Having assembled 20,000 troops at Vicksburg, Mississippi, Major General William T. Sherman intended to march eastward to Jackson and then on to Meridian. There he hoped to destroy the rail lines and supplies at this important hub in the Confederate supply network before returning to Vicksburg. Concurrently, other Union forces stationed in Mississippi and Tennessee were directed to launch diversions. The Confederate forces opposing Sherman were commanded by Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk, who had dispersed his troops to protect the rail lines and Mobile, Alabama, and had arranged his cavalry so as to hinder any forays from Vicksburg.

Sherman began the raid on February 3, spending most of the day getting his force across the Big Black River. The next morning, two small Confederate cavalry brigades under Brigadier General William Wirt Adams and Colonel Peter B. Starke positioned their troops across the main roads leading to Jackson, hoping to slow the Union advance. The Confederates skirmished with Union cavalry but were forced to give ground as Union infantry, greatly outnumbering them, deployed and advanced.

The following day Union troops captured the town of Clinton, despite continued Confederate skirmishing by Adams’s and Starke’s cavalrymen. Sherman pressed on toward Jackson that afternoon to seize a pontoon bridge over the Pearl River. Polk’s troops evacuated Jackson as the Union army arrived, saving what supplies they could and cutting the pontoon bridge free before it could be captured. During the two days the Confederates had slowed the advance somewhat, but they had no chance of preventing the Union army from achieving its objectives. Total casualties on both sides were slight.

The remainder of Sherman’s campaign proved highly successful, however. His force reached Meridian on February 14, destroyed all railroads and supplies of military significance there, and returned safely to Canton, Mississippi, on February 26. Polk avoided any direct confrontation with Sherman’s main army and continued to send troops to Mobile, believing it to be a potential target. Polk waited for his cavalry to cut Sherman’s supply line, but Sherman practiced supplying his army from what he could capture on the campaign and did not depend on a supply line. He also gave specific instructions regarding the destruction of civilian property and began to utilize the near-total warfare that would more dramatically mark his March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864).
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Bigelow, John

Birth Date: November 25, 1817

Death Date: December 19, 1911

Journalist, writer, and diplomat. John Bigelow was born on November 25, 1817, in Malden-on-Hudson, New York. He graduated from Union College in Schenectady in 1835. After studying law, Bigelow was admitted to the bar in 1838 but soon decided to indulge his passion for journalism and writing. In the late 1830s, he began publishing essays in the Democratic Review and began writing editorials for the New York Evening Post. From 1849 until 1861, he was one of the editors and co-owner of the newspaper. Bigelow, an avowed abolitionist and Free-Soiler, also helped to establish the Republican Party in New York State during the 1850s.

After Abraham Lincoln’s election in November 1860, Bigelow began lobbying the president-elect to appoint him consul general to Paris, a plumb diplomatic appointment. Lincoln finally acceded, and Bigelow arrived in Paris in August 1861. His most important assignments were to keep France neutral and prevent French emperor Napoleon III from recognizing the Confederate States, block Confederate attempts to construct warships in France, and provide positive propaganda for the Union war effort. To a considerable degree, Bigelow accomplished all of these with much effectiveness.

During the Trent Affair, which nearly precipitated war between Britain and the United States in the late autumn of 1861, Bigelow crafted a carefully worded defense of American actions that shifted the blame to the Confederacy. Published under a pseudonym in both Paris and London, the essay helped diffuse the crisis. He wrote other editorials and essays that also helped mold public opinion in France. After thousands of French and British textile workers had been idled because of the Union blockade on the Confederacy, which was unable to ship cotton abroad, the French government began to contemplate recognition of the Confederate government. Bigelow, with support from Secretary of State William Seward, told French officials that if they recognized the Confederacy, France might be subjected to a Union embargo on Northern-grown wheat. The warning had the desired effect.

Bigelow also waged a nearly constant propaganda war with Confederate officials in Europe, especially John Slidell, and worked tirelessly to prevent French firms from secretly supplying the Confederacy with ships, an effort that was extremely successful. Bigelow’s careful but assertive propaganda kept France out of the war and, more critically, kept it from aiding or recognizing the Confederate government. He was less successful in dealing with France’s intervention in Mexico, which saw the establishment of a French-backed empire under Austrian archduke Maximilian. After the Civil War, Bigelow stayed on in Paris and played a key role in convincing Napoleon III to bring his Mexican misadventure to an end.

When Bigelow finally returned to the United States, he published or edited numerous books and also became involved in politics. After serving as New York’s secretary of state, he became chief adviser and campaign manager for his old friend Samuel Tilden, who was the Democratic nominee in the disputed election of 1876. Bigelow thereafter continued with his literary career and remained active in state and New York City politics. He died on December 19, 1911, in New York City.
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Bird Creek, Indian Territory, Engagement at

Event Date: December 9, 1861

Engagement involving largely Indian forces. Following the victory of pro-Union Indian forces at the Battle of Round Mounds (November 19, 1861) in Indian Territory (Oklahoma), Chief Opothleyahola led his combined force of Unionist Creek and Seminole warriors toward the big bend of the Arkansas River in search of safety. Confederate colonel Douglas H. Cooper pursued Opothleyahola with a mixed force of Cherokees, Choctaws, and white troops that included the 4th Texas Cavalry and a detachment of the 9th Texas Cavalry. Cooper caught up with the pro-Union Indians at Bird Creek, called Chusto-Talash by the Indians, near present-day Tulsa, Oklahoma. Cooper’s Confederate force totaled some 2,000 men; Opothleyahola commanded only some 1,300 men.

Opothleyahola positioned his warriors in a strong defensive line amid heavy timber at a turn in the creek known as Horseshoe Bend and awaited Cooper’s assault. At 2:00 p.m. on December 9, 1861, Cooper ordered his troops forward. Colonel John Drew’s regiment of Cherokees refused to fire on their Indian brothers, whose only crime was continued loyalty to the United States. This action reduced Cooper’s attacking force to about the same number as Opothleyahola’s defenders. Fighting raged for some four hours as Cooper probed the Creek and Seminole line, searching for a weak spot and attempting to turn the Union flank. Confederate attacks were met by Union counterattacks. Cooper was able to force the Union line across Bird Creek just before darkness, bringing the battle to an end.

Opothleyahola then withdrew toward the Arkansas River in an effort to escape the Confederates. Cooper declined to pursue because his men were dangerously short of ammunition. During the night he marched his little army to Fort Gibson, there to reorganize and refit.

In the Battle of Bird Creek, the Confederates suffered 15 killed and 37 wounded. Union casualties were never reported. Cooper estimated Union losses to be 500, but this is no doubt highly inflated, as Cooper’s men counted only 27 Union bodies on the field.
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Birdsong Ferry, Mississippi, Engagement at

Event Date: July 5, 1863

Skirmish during the Second Vicksburg Campaign. After the surrender of Vicksburg on July 4, Major General William T. Sherman dispatched several corps to the southeast, with an eye toward capturing the Vicksburg & Jackson Railroad and laying siege to Jackson. In the early morning hours of July 5, Union major general John G. Parke’s two divisions of XVI Corps arrived on the west bank of the Big Black River in the vicinity of Birdsong Ferry, several miles northwest of Jackson. On the other side of the river, elements of Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s army, headquartered in Jackson, took up defensive positions.

About 7:00 a.m. on July 5, Parke’s and Johnston’s troops commenced a small arms duel that lasted until dark. Because the river’s depth was unknown and a ferry that might have offered transport to Union troops had been scuttled, Parke sent out scouting parties to locate fords. Shortly after dusk, with sporadic small arms fire still occurring, a scouting party swam toward the ferry in an attempt to raise it; their task was difficult under continuing fire, however. Fords were found north and south of Birdsong Ferry, but Union troops encountered Confederate resistance there as well.

On July 6 after the Confederates had pulled back from the east bank of the river, the ferry was raised and made serviceable, pontoon bridges were hastily built, and the bulk of Parke’s force was across the river by midday. Union forces then descended upon the Vicksburg & Jackson Railroad; the Siege of Jackson began on July 10 and lasted until July 16. There were no reported deaths during the skirmishing on July 5 and only a few wounded on both sides.
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Birney, David Bell

Birth Date: May 29, 1825

Death Date: October 18, 1864

Union officer. David Bell Birney was born on May 29, 1825, in Huntsville, Alabama, but eventually moved to Pennsylvania. His older brother, William, became a Union brigadier general during the Civil War. After graduating from Phillips Academy, David Birney went into business and then became a lawyer in Philadelphia. Like his father he was an ardent abolitionist, and when the Civil War began in 1861, he organized the 23rd Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment, which he equipped largely at his own expense. On August 31, 1861, he was commissioned the regiment’s colonel. Based principally on political connections and his strong stand against slavery, Birney was advanced to brigadier general on February 17, 1862.

Given command of a brigade in Major General Philip Kearny’s division, Birney saw action at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862) during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), and the Battle of Chantilly (September 1, 1862), where he assumed divisional command after Kearny’s death. Birney continued to lead the division and next saw major action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). His division was attached to III Corps under Major General Daniel E. Sickles, with whom Birney got along famously. Birney performed skillfully at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), for which he was promoted to major general on May 20, 1863.

During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Birney’s division was in the vanguard on the second day of fighting and charged the Confederates at the Peach Orchard. His division suffered enormous casualties. Later when Sickles fell wounded, Birney took temporary command of the corps. Birney also held a divisional command during the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1862), seeing action at all of the major battles. On July 23, 1864, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant appointed Birney to lead X Corps, Army of the James, during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). In the early autumn, however, Birney became seriously ill, likely from malaria or typhoid fever, and was sent home to Philadelphia to recover. On October 18, 1864, in that city, he succumbed to his illness.
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Birney, William

Birth Date: May 28, 1819

Death Date: August 14, 1907

Union officer. William Birney was born on May 28, 1819, in Madison County, Alabama, and was raised there and in Danville, Kentucky. Educated at Yale University, he became a lawyer and practiced in Cincinnati, Ohio. His brother David B. Birney would also become a Union general.

During the 1840s, Birney spent several years in Europe and became involved in the 1848 French Revolution. After returning to the United States, he founded a newspaper in Philadelphia. By 1861, Birney was an outspoken abolitionist and joined the Union Army as a captain in the 1st New Jersey Infantry Regiment. He saw action during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and was advanced to major of the 4th New Jersey in September 1861. On January 13, 1863, Birney was advanced to colonel.

In the spring of 1863, Birney became chief recruiting officer for African American troops in Maryland with the rank of brigadier general, which he received on May 22. By the winter of 1864, Birney had recruited and trained enough black troops to lead the unit into battle. He arrived with his regiments at Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, in February 1864, but they did not perform well, taking part in the failed Battle of Olustee (February 20, 1864) in Florida. Later that year Birney was sent north to Virginia, serving under Major General Benjamin F. Butler. There Birney’s outfit was expanded with additional black regiments, which became the 3rd Division of X Corps, Army of the James. On September 28, 1864, Birney led his division north of the James River to surprise Confederate defenders around Richmond, but at the Battle of Chaffin’s Farm (September 29–30, 1864), Birney’s division suffered high casualties. Thereafter, Birney’s command remained in the vicinity of Richmond.

In December 1864, the African American regiments of X and XVIII Corps were combined to form the all-black XXV Corps, commanded by Major General Godfrey Weitzel. Birney took command of its 2nd Division, which was dispatched to the defenses of Petersburg, Virginia, in March 1865. The 2nd Division participated in the last Union offensives there. Birney was then shifted west toward Appomattox, but he and his men did not see any significant action. On March 13, 1865, Birney was brevetted major general; he mustered out in August.

After the war, Birney again practiced law and was a U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia. He died on August 14, 1907, in Forest Glen, Maryland.
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Bissell, William Henry

Birth Date: April 25, 1811

Death Date: March 18, 1860

Illinois governor. Born in Hartwick, Otsego County, New York, on April 25, 1811, William Henry Bissell was raised a Roman Catholic and attended public schools in Hartwick. Bissell graduated from the Philadelphia Medical College in 1835. After practicing medicine in New York for two years, he moved to Monroe County, Illinois, in 1837 to practice medicine there.

By 1840, Bissell decided that he would rather pursue a career in law and politics than continue to practice medicine. Running as a Democrat, he was elected to the Illinois House of Representatives in 1840 and served for two years. In 1844 he earned a law degree from Transylvania College in Lexington, Kentucky, and was admitted to the bar in Belleville, St. Claire County, Illinois. For the next two years he served as a prosecuting attorney in the Second Illinois Judicial District. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Bissell first served as captain in the 2nd Illinois Regiment but soon became its colonel and commanding officer. The regiment fought with distinction in the U.S. victory in the Battle of Buena Vista in February 1847.

Following the Mexican-American War, Bissell was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from 1849 to 1855. For his third term in the House of Representatives, Bissell, who had become disillusioned with the Democratic Party, ran as an Independent. From 1851 to 1855, he chaired the House Committee on Military Affairs. In 1852 Bissell suffered a stroke that left his legs paralyzed; he walked with crutches the remainder of his life. For medical and political reasons, Bissell decided not to seek a fourth term and returned to Illinois.

In 1855 Bissell joined the newly formed Republican Party, becoming among the earliest and most vocal supporters of the party in Illinois. By this time, he had also become friends with Abraham Lincoln. Bissell and Lincoln were founding members of the Illinois Republican Party on February 22, 1856.

On November 4, 1856, Bissell, running as a Republican, was elected the 11th governor of Illinois and was sworn into office on January 12, 1857. This made him one of the first Republican candidates to win a major election. During the second half of the 1850s, many former Democrats who had joined the Republican Party were rewarded with governorships. Other examples include Nathaniel P. Banks of Massachusetts, Kinsley Bingham of Michigan, Salmon P. Chase of Ohio, Hannibal Hamlin of Maine, Samuel Kirkwood of Iowa, Ralph Metcalf of New Hampshire, and Alexander Randall of Wisconsin.

On February 18, 1857, Bissell signed a bill creating the Illinois State Normal University. He also encouraged the expansion of railroad building in Illinois. Bissell was an adamant supporter of the foreign colonization of freed black slaves. Indeed, he encouraged the repatriation of freed black slaves to Africa as a way to alleviate the potential social problems of emancipation on American society.

Lincoln was one of the most frequent guests at the Illinois Executive Mansion, and Bissell actively encouraged him to run for the presidency. In early 1860, Bissell contracted pneumonia. He died in Springfield, Illinois, on March 18, 1860. Bissell’s influence on the Republican Party and on Lincoln ensured that his legacy would live on for many years.
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Black Codes

Laws and statutes enacted at the local and state levels—chiefly in the former Confederate states during Reconstruction that restricted African Americans’ basic civil liberties and regulated their behavior. While southern states sought readmission to the Union, many southerners believed it necessary to put in place specific guidelines for how former slaves were to be treated from legal, social, and economic standpoints. In most cases, these so-called Black Codes relegated freedmen and freedwomen to a status that was virtually identical to that of free blacks prior to the Civil War.

Designed principally as a form of racial control, the Black Codes limited African Americans’ access to courts; forbade them from testifying against whites; forced many into servitude by compelling them to work on plantations under exceedingly ungenerous contracts; regulated their ownership and bequeathing of property; dictated where they could live; barred them from entering certain professions; prescribed how they could (and could not) enter into legal contracts, including marriage; restricted freedom of assembly; prohibited ownership of firearms; and required travel passes, among other restrictions. Black men were also forbidden from holding elective office, were barred from voting, and were banned from jury service. Other codes enacted in this period prescribed a specific code of deference toward whites. Each state (and oftentimes each locality therein) had different Black Codes—some were more permissive than others. But all were meant to keep African Americans “in their place,” ensure continued white supremacy, and prevent blacks from competing with whites for jobs and other economic opportunities.

Many northern governors and legislators decried the Black Codes, but there was much hypocrisy in their criticism. Indeed, a number of northern states enacted laws and statutes designed to keep African Americans out and to regulate their livelihoods. Critics of the Black Codes pointed out that the statutes were a poorly disguised attempt to circumvent the Thirteenth Amendment by imposing a new and only slightly altered form of slavery on black Americans.

In response to the Black Codes, Radical Republicans in Congress pushed through the passage of the Fourteenth Amendment, which was adopted in 1868. This guaranteed all citizens—including former slaves—basic civil liberties. At the same time, the federal government clamped down on southern states via Reconstruction agencies. As Republican governments took hold throughout the South in the second half of the 1860s, most of the Black Codes were rescinded or modified. This did not necessarily mean, however, that blacks suddenly enjoyed a great breadth of new freedoms. They were still subjected to systemized, institutional discrimination that would endure for more than 100 years thereafter. Later in the 19th century after Reconstruction ended in 1877, many southern states (as well as some northern states) imposed a new system of racial discrimination. Known collectively as Jim Crow laws, these statutes essentially ensured strict racial segregation between whites and blacks. Although not nearly as restrictive as the Black Codes, their intent was much the same.
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Black Hat Brigade

See Iron Brigade of the West
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Black Republicans

Pejorative term used by Democrats to impugn the Republican Party for its support of African American equality and civil rights. For example, during the debates of 1858 between incumbent Democratic senator from Illinois Stephen Douglas and Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln, Douglas repeatedly engaged in race-baiting to appeal to white voters by referring to the Republican Party as “Black Republicans.”

The Republican Party was formed in 1854 in opposition to the expansion of slavery into the western territories. It was committed to preventing the admission of any new slave states into the union. The Republican Party pledged not to interfere with or outlaw slavery where it already existed, but because the party contained many abolitionists, Southerners and their Northern allies regarded it as an enemy of the South and as a “black” party. Racist cartoons by Democratic newspapers frequently depicted blacks controlling the puppet strings of prominent white Republican politicians.

The Civil War solved the problem of slavery, but there remained the challenge of dealing with the newly freed Americans. During Reconstruction (1865–1877), the Republican Party had as its major goals in the South the reintegration of that region into the Union, the promotion of a semblance of racial equality, and the protection of the rights of the freedmen. Southern blacks naturally identified with the Republican Party for having ended slavery and for its commitment to implement economic, political, and social reforms. The Freedmen’s Bureau, set up under the auspices of the U.S. military, sought to protect, feed, and educate the freedmen.

Northern blacks also supported the Republican Party but were far less numerous than their southern counterparts. In the eyes of blacks, the Democratic Party was associated with the defense of slavery, white supremacy, and secession and was therefore viewed as anathema to their interests. This deep hostility and mistrust that African Americans harbored against the Democratic Party would endure for more than 60 years, until 1932, when, in the throes of the Great Depression, northern blacks voted for Franklin Roosevelt, a Democrat, for president.

During Reconstruction, southern blacks made significant progress if one considers that they had only recently been enslaved. Blacks participated in drafting new constitutions for southern state governments, and more than 700,000 blacks were registered to vote, forming a majority of eligible voters in South Carolina, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. During Reconstruction, more than 1,500 southern blacks were elected to state and national offices.

The initial gains made by the freedmen during Reconstruction proved short-lived, however, thanks to white Southern resistance and violence, particularly in the form of the Ku Klux Klan; insufficient resources devoted to assisting the freedmen; and inefficient and extremely corrupt Republican-controlled Southern state governments. By 1877, Republican rule in the South had ended, replaced by Democratic-controlled governments that set about to marginalize and oppress blacks by eliminating their right to vote. They did so through such means as poll taxes, literacy tests, grandfather clauses, and the implementation of strict segregation—Jim Crow laws. The rest of the United States, including the Republican Party, weary from unrelenting white southern resistance, lost interest in the South and the fate of the African Americans. Although Reconstruction had laid the legal and political groundwork for the Civil Rights Movement, it would take another century before the promise of political equality would be realized for blacks, particularly those in the South.
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Blackwell, Elizabeth

Birth Date: February 3, 1821

Death Date: May 31, 1910

Nurse, physician, and abolitionist. Elizabeth Blackwell was born on February 3, 1821, in Bristol, England, and moved to the United States with her family in 1832. She trained as a teacher but was unfulfilled and sought a career in medicine. Blackwell arranged to live in a physician’s household while teaching. There she had the use of his medical library and an opportunity to study Greek and Latin, and she received some medical training. She also became active in the abolitionist movement. Blackwell applied to a series of prestigious medical schools but was rejected by all of them, chiefly because she was a woman. Finally securing admission to the Geneva Medical College in Geneva, New York, she graduated with a medical degree in January 1849. She was the first woman granted a medical degree in the United States.

Blackwell is perhaps best remembered for promoting opportunities for women physicians and nurses. In 1857 she opened the New York Infirmary for Indigent Women and Children, which also trained women physicians and nurses. Many Civil War nurses trained there and in Blackwell’s Women’s Medical College of the New York Infirmary, established in 1861. Blackwell, who was barred from practicing in most hospitals, also promoted hygiene and preventive medicine among physicians and their patients.

In 1869 Blackwell returned to England and established the Women’s Medical College with Florence Nightingale. Blackwell subsequently taught at the London School of Medicine for Women and became the first woman to be registered in the British Medical Directory. She also published her autobiography and a popular book on young women’s education titled Counsel to Parents on the Moral Education of Their Children (1878). Blackwell resided in England until her death on May 31, 1910, in Hastings, Sussex.
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In 1849, Elizabeth Blackwell became the first woman to receive a medical degree in the United States. She was also active in the abolitionist movement. During the Civil War, Blackwell’s Women’s Medical College of the New York Infirmary trained many nurses. (Library of Congress)

JASON N. PALMER

See also

Abolitionism and the Civil War; Medicine; Nurses; Women

Further Reading

Binns, Tristan Boyer. Elizabeth Blackwell: First Woman Physician. New York: Franklin Watts, 2005.

Wilson, Dorothy Clarke. Lone Woman: The Story of Elizabeth Blackwell, the First Woman Doctor. Boston: Little, Brown, 1970.

_______________________

Blaine, James Gillespie

Birth Date: January 31, 1830

Death Date: January 27, 1893

Republican politician and U.S. secretary of state. Born on January 31, 1830, in West Brownsville, Pennsylvania, James Gillespie Blaine was educated by a private tutor before entering Washington College (now Washington and Jefferson College) in Washington, Pennsylvania, at the age of 13. Blaine developed an interest in politics by the time of his graduation in 1847, when he delivered the commencement address in which he advocated American expansion.

Blaine worked as a teacher and studied law, and in 1850 he married Harriet Stanwood. He moved to his wife’s hometown of Augusta, Maine, in 1854, and became editor and part owner of the Kennebec Journal. Blaine used the Whig newspaper as a platform to denounce slavery, and his abolitionist views led him to help organize Maine’s Republican Party in 1856. He was a delegate to the Republican National Convention that year and two years later was elected to the state legislature.

Traveling west to report on congressional elections for his newspaper, Blaine witnessed one of the legendary debates between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas. Greatly impressed by Lincoln, Blaine worked to secure his presidential nomination at the 1860 Republican convention and then, as a journalist and as Speaker of the Maine legislature, used all his influence to secure the election for Lincoln.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Maine governor Israel Washburn appointed Blaine military agent for the state, and in that capacity Blaine worked to recruit troops and provide supplies for the Union effort. He later hired a substitute to serve in the military so that he might himself avoid conscription. In 1862 Blaine successfully ran for the U.S. House of Representatives, where he staunchly supported Lincoln’s wartime policies and gained national attention for his speeches demanding an all-out effort to achieve victory. Blaine repeatedly declared that a glorious future lay ahead for the reunited nation.

After the war, Blaine aligned himself with the Radical Republicans in Congress and opposed President Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction policies. An advocate of full equality for African Americans, Blaine supported the Civil Rights Act of 1866 and other legislation to secure political rights for former slaves. He supported General Ulysses S. Grant’s presidential candidacy in 1868 and then in 1869 was chosen Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives.

Blaine unsuccessfully sought the Republican presidential nomination in 1876 but was appointed to fill Maine’s vacant seat in the U.S. Senate. In March 1881 President James Garfield named Blaine secretary of state, but Blaine resigned in December when Chester A. Arthur became president after Garfield’s assassination.

In 1884 Blaine was the Republican nominee for president, but he lost a close election to Democrat Grover Cleveland. Blaine remained a leading Republican spokesman, however, and when Republican Benjamin Harrison was elected president in 1888, Blaine was again named secretary of state. He assumed his duties in March 1889.

As secretary of state, Blaine actively promoted American commercial interests abroad and advocated a policy of diplomatic intervention in Latin America to secure peace and promote hemispheric unity under American domination. He also favored territorial expansion and identified Hawaii, Cuba, and Puerto Rico as prospective acquisitions. Blaine deftly managed the crisis that resulted when U.S. Navy personnel were attacked in Chile in October 1891. Illness forced him to resign on June 4, 1892. Blaine died in Washington on January 27, 1893.
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Blair, Austin

Birth Date: February 8, 1818

Death Date: August 6, 1894

Governor of Michigan. Austin Blair was born on February 8, 1818, in Caroline, New York, and graduated from Union College in 1837. Admitted to the bar in 1841, the next year he relocated to Jackson, Michigan, where he established a law practice. He subsequently held local office and served in the Michigan House of Representatives as a Whig (1845–1849). There he worked to abolish the state’s death penalty. He later joined the Free Soil Party, served in the Michigan Senate, and made his vehement opposition to slavery and secession plainly known. In 1854 Blair became one of the charter members of Michigan’s Republican Party. In the autumn of 1860, he was elected governor on a strong pro-Unionist platform and took office in January 1861.

Blair was an enthusiastic supporter of the Abraham Lincoln administration and the Union war effort. When Michigan’s fiscal woes prevented the state government from mobilizing and supplying troops at the beginning of the war, Blair launched a major donation drive that raised sufficient funds to supply the Union with troops. He also pushed for emancipation and black suffrage, which he had unsuccessfully advocated in his home state prior to the war. Blair’s tenure was considered a successful one, and he left office in January 1865. He was succeeded by fellow Republican Henry Howland Crapo.

From 1867 until 1873, Blair served in the U.S. House of Representatives, and he also waged unsuccessful bids for the U.S. Senate and another term as governor of Michigan. In 1873 he returned to Jackson, Michigan, where he practiced law until his death there on August 6, 1894.
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Blair, Francis Preston, Jr.

Birth Date: February 19, 1821

Death Date: July 8, 1875

Union officer. Brother of Postmaster General Montgomery Blair (1861–1864), Francis (Frank) Preston Blair Jr. was born in Lexington, Kentucky, on February 19, 1821. He graduated from the College of New Jersey (Princeton) in 1841, studied law at Transylvania College, and opened a practice in St. Louis. He served in the Mexican-American War and was briefly attorney general of the New Mexico Territory.

A member of the Missouri legislature since 1852, beginning in 1856 Blair served one full term and parts of three other terms in the U.S. House of Representatives, including an important stint as chair of the Military Affairs Committee early in the Civil War. A strong supporter of President Abraham Lincoln, staunchly pro-Union, and opposed to the expansion of slavery, throughout the war years Blair mixed his political career with military service. He was also instrumental in thwarting the efforts of Missouri secessionists and at his own expense raised seven regiments for federal service.

Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on August 7, 1862, and promoted to major general that November, Blair commanded a brigade at Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862) and Fort Hindman (January 9–11, 1863). In April he assumed command of a division in XV Corps, Army of the Tennessee, which he led throughout the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). He commanded the corps during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863).

After returning to Congress periodically during 1863 and 1864, in April 1864 Blair assumed command of XVII Corps, Army of the Tennessee, which he led with distinction until the end of the conflict, playing major roles in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Sherman’s March to the Sea (November–December, 1864), and Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 26, 1865). Blair resigned his volunteer commission in November 1865.

Having exhausted his personal fortune during the war, Blair was financially ruined at war’s end. He also saw his political career derailed by his opposition to the Radical Republicans, who blocked two appointments to government posts. After an unsuccessful vice presidential bid as a Democrat in 1868, he returned to the Missouri state house in 1870. In 1871 he was selected to fill an unexpired term in the U.S. Senate but resigned in 1873. Blair died in St. Louis on July 8, 1875. He was one of the few politician generals to render excellent service during the war.
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His father’s influence secured Francis Preston Blair Jr. a brigadier generalcy of volunteers in the Union army. Subsequently promoted to major general, Blair led with distinction a corps in the Army of the Tennessee. (Library of Congress)
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Blair, Francis Preston, Sr.

Birth Date: April 12, 1791

Death Date: October 18, 1876

Influential journalist and political figure. Francis Preston Blair was born on April 12, 1791, in Abingdon, Virginia, but spent most of his youth in Kentucky. After graduating from Transylvania University in 1811, he studied law and was admitted to the Kentucky bar in 1817. Instead of practicing law, however, he embarked on a career in journalism. Blair became a writer and then editor of the Argus of Western America, a Kentucky newspaper known for its pro-Democratic views.

After his articles in the Argus of Western America attacking the Second Bank of the United States attracted nationwide attention, Blair was asked in 1830 to found a pro-Jackson administration newspaper in Washington, D.C. The resulting Washington Globe quickly became the nationally recognized voice of the Democratic Party. Blair’s blatantly partisan articles unmercifully ridiculed supporters of the Second Bank of the United States, Southern proponents of nullification, and Whigs. Blair soon wielded considerable political power as a close confidant of President Andrew Jackson. In 1834 Blair, with his partner John C. Rives, also began publishing the Congressional Globe (now the Congressional Record).

Jackson’s designated successor, Martin Van Buren, continued to use the Washington Globe as his official news organ. However, after winning election in 1844, James K. Polk forced Blair to relinquish his interests in the Washington Globe to Thomas Ritchie, a political supporter. Blair retired to his estate in Silver Spring, Maryland, in 1845 and concentrated on furthering the political careers of his sons, Montgomery and Francis P. (Frank) Blair Jr.
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Influential Kentucky newspaperman Francis Preston Blair Sr. was one of the founders of the Republican Party and a strong supporter of President Abraham Lincoln. His efforts to bring about a compromise settlement of the Civil War led to the unsuccessful February 3, 1865, Hampton Roads Peace Conference. (Library of Congress)

Blair’s opposition to the spread of slavery into the West and his conviction that the Democratic Party had been taken over by “nullifiers” led him to abandon the party and help found the Republican Party in the early 1850s. As a reward for Blair’s support in the 1860 presidential election, Abraham Lincoln appointed Blair’s son Montgomery as U.S. postmaster general and gave son Frank a general’s commission in the Union Army. In 1865 the senior Blair attempted to initiate a compromise settlement of the Civil War. His efforts culminated in the unsuccessful February 3, 1865, Hampton Roads Peace Conference.

After the war, Blair supported President Andrew Johnson’s moderate policy of reconciliation toward the South. The result was alienation from the Radical-dominated Republican Party and his decision to rejoin the Democratic Party. Blair died on October 18, 1876, in Silver Spring, Maryland.
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Blair, Montgomery

Birth Date: May 10, 1813

Death Date: July 27, 1883

Politician, jurist, and U.S. postmaster general. Montgomery Blair was born in Franklin County, Kentucky, on May 10, 1813. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1835 and served briefly in the army. He subsequently returned to Kentucky to study law at Transylvania University. In 1837 he began to practice law in Missouri under the tutelage of Thomas Hart Benton. Blair’s political career quickly began to advance as he served as the U.S. district attorney for Missouri (1839–1841) and as the mayor of St. Louis (1842–1843). In the years prior to the Civil War, he also continued his legal career and served as the attorney for Dred Scott in his legal action against his owner.

Although Blair had been a Democrat, he became an early advocate of the Republican Party and backed its first candidate for president, John C. Frémont, in 1856. After Abraham Lincoln was elected to the presidency in 1860, his need to assemble a cabinet that bound together the disparate elements of the infant party led to Blair’s selection for the position of postmaster general. As a former Democrat and a member of the border state of Maryland’s most influential political family, with long-standing ties to the border states of Missouri and Kentucky, Blair’s selection addressed critical constituencies for the newly elected president.

Blair positioned himself as a moderate within Lincoln’s diverse cabinet and was the only member to argue against the surrender of Fort Sumter. Along with Secretaries William Seward and Gideon Welles, Blair believed that the Emancipation Proclamation would induce the border states to secede. An advocate for compensated emancipation, Blair backed Lincoln in his removal of Major General John C. Frémont from his western generalship after his unauthorized emancipation order for Missouri in July 1861. Blair’s position on emancipation soon made him a lightning rod for criticism by the radical wing of the Republican Party, however. In September 1864 he resigned from the cabinet as part of a political arrangement in which Frémont agreed not to oppose Lincoln and thereby split the Republican vote.
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Montgomery Blair of Maryland served as postmaster general in Abraham Lincoln’s administration. A Lincoln loyalist and moderate, he advocated compensated emancipation. Blair is also known as having been the attorney who before the war defended the slave Dred Scott. (Library of Congress)

By most accounts, Blair did an effective job moving the nation’s mail during his tenure. Fiercely loyal to Lincoln, Blair went on to support President Andrew Johnson’s policies immediately following the war. Blair died in Silver Spring, Maryland, on July 27, 1883.
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Blair’s Landing, Battle of

Event Date: April 12, 1864

Engagement in Louisiana during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). During the withdrawal down the Red River to Alexandria, Louisiana, Union rear admiral David D. Porter’s ships had to contend both with the falling river level in the Red and Confederate harassment from the land. On April 12, 1864, at Blair’s Landing, the ironclad river monitor Osage, which was lashed to the steamer Black Hawk, grounded. As Union seamen worked to free the ship, lookouts detected troops with some artillery pieces gathering several miles away in a wood. With a spyglass from atop the pilothouse of the Osage, Lieutenant Commander Thomas O. Selfridge Jr. identified them as Confederates and ordered the timberclad Lexington to move downriver and open an enfilading fire.

The Confederate infantry advanced to the river and opened up with small arms. The Osage responded with grape and canister shot and finally with shrapnel with fuses cut to only one second. In the exchange the Union ships were riddled with bullets, Selfridge later counting 50 bullet holes in the Osage’s pilothouse alone. The fight lasted about an hour and a half, until the Confederates withdrew. Reportedly the Confederates sustained some 300 casualties, while the Union side had only 7 wounded. Among the Confederate dead was Brigadier General Thomas Green, an able cavalry field commander who nonetheless had led what could only be described as an impetuous advance.

Following the engagement, Porter requested and received troops from Major General Nathaniel P. Banks to keep Confederate soldiers away from the river, where the crews on his gunboats frequently had to free Union transports that had gone aground on sandbars. The large transports were a constant problem, and Porter’s ships were able to make only about 20 miles a day. Nonetheless, the Union flotilla was never in any immediate danger from the Confederates. A far more serious threat to the Union ships loomed in the falling water level.
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Blakely Gun

British-designed artillery piece. In the mid-19th century, the world’s major powers experimented with heavy rifled guns. Among these were the British Armstrong, Whitworth, and Blakely guns. The Blakely, designed by British Army captain Theophilus Alexander Blakely, resembled the Armstrong and Whitworth guns in that it was built on the same principle of wrought-iron rings shrunk over a cast-iron core but differed from them in appearing only as a muzzleloader.

Blakely believed that Sir William George Armstrong, designer of the Armstrong gun, had stolen his process, and when Armstrong became the superintendent of the Royal Gun Foundry, Blakely no longer sold his guns to the British government. Instead he turned to the Confederacy, although some large Blakelys were apparently also cast for the State of Massachusetts. Blakely did not have his own foundry; rather, his designs were produced by a number of different British firms.

Blakely continually sought to improve the design of his guns, so they appeared in a variety of different configurations. There are, for example, nine different designs of his popular 3.5-inch (12-pounder) rifled gun. Blakely guns appeared in a wide variety of bore sizes, including 2.9-inch (10-pounder), 3.5- and 3.6-inch (12-pounder), 4-inch (18-pounder), 4.5-inch (20-pounder), 6.4-inch (100-pounder), 7-inch (120-pounder), 7.5-inch (150-pounder), 8-inch (200-pounder), 9-inch (250-pounder), 11-inch (375-pounder), and 12.75-inch (650-pounder). Blakely-designed guns were also noteworthy for the variety of their rifling. The shells had flanges to fit the grooves in the rifling.

A 3.5-inch (12-pounder) Blakely on Morris Island took part in the Confederate bombardment of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, that began the Civil War on April 12, 1861. The gun was some 1,250 yards distant and, by all reports, fired its shells with exceptional accuracy. It was also the first rifled gun ever fired by American forces in combat.

Another famous Blakely gun during the war was a 7.5-inch (150-pounder) at Vicksburg. During the May 22, 1863, duel between Confederate shore batteries and Union gunboats, one of its shells exploded prematurely and blew off the muzzle. The Confederates removed the ragged ends and employed it as a mortar for the remainder of the siege. It can be seen at the Vicksburg National Battlefield Park. A Blakely 6.4-inch (100-pounder) was one of two pivot guns aboard the Confederate commerce raider Alabama. During the engagement with the U.S. Navy steam sloop Kearsarge, one of its shells lodged in the wooden sternpost of the Union ship but failed to explode. Had it done so, the engagement might have turned out differently, for the blast would undoubtedly have destroyed the Kearsarge’s steering and made the Union ship unmanageable. Later the section of the sternpost with the unexploded shell still embedded was presented to the U.S. Naval Academy Museum.
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Former Confederate British-manufactured Blakely guns and ammunition in the U.S. Arsenal yard, Charleston, South Carolina, April 1865. The Blakely appeared in a variety of sizes but all were muzzle-loaders. (Library of Congress)

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Alabama, CSS; Armstrong Gun; Artillery, Land, CSA; Artillery, Land, U.S.; Kearsarge vs. Alabama; Naval Ordnance; Whitworth Gun

Further Reading

Olmstead, Edwin, Wayne E. Stark, and Spencer C. Tucker. The Big Guns: Civil War Siege, Seacoast, and Naval Cannon. Alexandria Bay, NY: Museum Restoration Service, 1997.

Ripley, Warren. Artillery and Ammunition of the American Civil War. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1970.

Tucker, Spencer C. Arming the Fleet: U.S. Navy Ordnance in the Muzzle-Loading Era. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1990.

_______________________

Blanchard, Albert Gallatin

Birth Date: September 10, 1810

Death Date: July 21, 1891

Confederate officer. Albert Gallatin Blanchard was born on September 10, 1810, in Charlestown, Massachusetts. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1829, the same class that boasted future Confederate generals Robert E. Lee and Joseph E. Johnston. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 3rd Infantry, Blanchard saw duty on the western frontier and as a recruiter, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1836. In October 1840 he resigned his commission and moved to New Orleans, where he engaged in several business ventures and also taught school. In 1846 he became a captain of Louisiana volunteers and saw action during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), receiving a regular commission as major in the short-lived 12th U.S. Infantry.

In the spring of 1861, Blanchard obtained a commission as colonel of the 1st Louisiana Infantry Regiment. That May, his regiment was ordered to Norfolk, Virginia, as part of Brigadier General Benjamin Huger’s division. On September 21, 1861, Blanchard was advanced to brigadier general and given charge of a brigade in Huger’s command. Blanchard performed his duties poorly, and by the spring of 1862 he had lost his field command.

Thereafter, Blanchard was tasked with training and recruitment duties in Louisiana. Relieved in February 1863, he was in military limbo for two years. Blanchard groused bitterly to the Confederate War Department about his treatment, but several of his superior officers, including Major General Richard Taylor, had written in their reports that Blanchard was completely unfit for command. In February 1865 Blanchard took command of a brigade of South Carolina reserves, which was absorbed into another command in April.

At war’s end in 1865, Blanchard returned to New Orleans, where he worked as a civil engineer. He died there on July 21, 1891.
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Blazer’s Scouts

Union antipartisan force formed in August 1864 by Brigadier General George Crook. Known officially as the Independent Scouts, the unit was better known as Blazer’s Scouts for its commander, Captain Richard Blazer. The men who constituted Blazer’s Scouts were handpicked from the 5th, 9th, 13th, and 14th West Virginia Infantry Regiments; the 2nd West Virginia Cavalry; and the 12th, 23rd, 34th, and 36th Ohio Infantry Regiments. There were about 100 men in all. Their chief mission was to neutralize Confederate Partisan Rangers under Lieutenant Colonel John S. Mosby, who had been staging raids in northern Virginia. Equipped with Spencer repeating rifles, Blazer’s Scouts challenged Mosby and his force in a number of pitched engagements, including fights at Meyers Ford and Myerstown and in the vicinity of Berry’s Ferry. They also managed to capture some of Mosby’s men and temporarily disrupted his scouting operations.

Eventually, however, Mosby cobbled together a larger force of about 300 men in early November 1864 and directed his men to “wipe Blazer out.” On November 18, 1864, at a second engagement at Myerstown, Mosby’s force managed to lure Blazer’s men into an open field, where the Confederates attacked on their flank; brutal hand-to-hand combat quickly ensued. Blazer’s force, taking high casualties, simply disintegrated. Some of the soldiers fled on foot; Blazer attempted to escape on horseback but was overtaken and captured. Only 29 of Blazer’s Scouts made it back to Union lines. The outfit was then dissolved.
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Bleeding Kansas

Reference to the civil strife in the new territory. The term “Bleeding Kansas” came into use after 1854 to describe the civil war that erupted in the newly created Kansas Territory between proslavery and Free Soil elements. The main struggle was over whether or not Kansas would enter the Union as a free or slave state. The violence in Kansas further polarized a nation already deeply divided over the slavery issue, was a major factor in the splitting of the Democratic Party, and served as an important catalyst for the collapse of the Whig Party and the emergence of the Republican Party. The weak responses to the crisis on the part of Presidents Franklin Pierce and James Buchanan essentially destroyed the confidence of both the antislavery North and the proslavery South in the federal government’s ability to protect their interests.

Violence between proslavery and antislavery factions began with the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854, which created the territories of Kansas and Nebraska. The two new territories were to be a test for Senator Stephen A. Douglas’s doctrine of popular sovereignty. Popular sovereignty enunciated the right of the voters in the territory to decide whether Kansas, specifically, would enter the Union as a slave state or a free state. This legislation in effect destroyed the Missouri Compromise of 1820 that had restricted the further introduction of slavery above the 36′30″ line. Antislavery Northerners viewed the act and popular sovereignty as a betrayal of constitutional principles and a threat to free labor everywhere. To Free-Soilers, the Kansas-Nebraska Act and popular sovereignty signified an open invitation for proslavery elements in the neighboring slave state of Missouri to take over the Kansas Territory and bring it into the Union as a slave state. Missouri slave owners, led by the firebrand former U.S. senator David Atchison, saw antislavery agitation in Kansas as a threat to slavery and the racial order in Missouri itself. Given the emotional nature of the slavery issue, the presence of a neighboring slave state, and the consequences for the national political balance between slave and free states, violence in Kansas was virtually inevitable.

Governor A. H. Reeder’s call for the election of a territorial legislature in Kansas by March 1855 began a cycle of violence that would persist with varying degrees of intensity for the next 10 years. Incited by Atchison and other proslavery activists, thousands of armed Missouri Border Ruffians crossed into Kansas, voted illegally, and terrorized free-staters. The resulting proslavery legislature ejected Free Soil representatives, adopted a slave code, and enacted criminal penalties for speaking out against slavery. On their part, even before the election, antislavery leaders in the Northern states had been encouraging the migration of Free Soil settlers into Kansas through such organizations as the New England Emigrant Aid Company. Antislavery leaders also supported the founding of free-state towns such as Topeka and Lawrence. Led by the Reverend Henry Ward Beecher, many were also supplying arms (particularly Sharp’s rifles, known as “Beecher’s Bibles”) to antislavery settlers.

In the wake of the 1855 elections, both Free Soil and proslavery factions stepped up their support for their Kansas brethren. Free-staters set up a rival legislature in Topeka in the autumn of 1855, in spite of threats from President Pierce’s administration to prosecute them for treason. In 1857, antislavery Kansans boycotted a referendum on the proslavery Lecompton Constitution and composed their own. Despite overwhelming evidence that a majority of the voters in the territory supported a free state, President Buchanan submitted the Lecompton document to Congress with a recommendation for approval. Buchanan’s action flouted popular sovereignty, further fueled antislavery feeling in the North, and accelerated the growing split in the Democratic Party.

By the time of the submission of the Lecompton Constitution, the proslavery orientation of the territorial government and continuing violence by proslavery militias had already triggered open war. On May 21, 1856, a proslavery posse led by Missouri sheriff Samuel Jones entered Lawrence, Kansas, to serve treason warrants against several abolitionists. The posse members then rampaged through the town, destroying several printing presses and burning the Free State Hotel and the home of free-state activist Charles Robinson. Three days later in retaliation, a party led by abolitionist John Brown kidnapped five men associated with the proslavery Law and Order Party and murdered them at Pottawatomie Creek. On June 2, 1856, Brown defeated a small proslavery force at Black Jack. Brown and his followers managed to avoid a massive manhunt by Missouri militiamen until August 20, when Missouri irregulars routed them and burned the free-state town of Osawatomie, where they had hidden the previous night.

The federal government along with Kansas moderates slowed but could not stop this continuing cycle of raids and reprisals. Efforts led by Governor John W. Geary to broker a truce before the 1856 elections foundered in the face of the intransigence of extremists on both sides and the lack of support from the Pierce administration. Shortly before the elections, Geary resigned in disgust.

The late 1850s saw another upsurge in violence after submission of the Lecompton Constitution and the emergence of extremists such as the fanatical abolitionist James H. Lane and equally intense proslavery figures such as Charles Hamilton, who had left Georgia to fight antislavery settlers in Kansas. On May 19, 1858, Hamilton and his militia massacred nine free-state men on the Marais des Cygne. Meanwhile, Lane’s force won victories at Hickory Point, Franklin, and Slough Creek.

Fighting in Kansas subsided in 1859, but the violence shown by both free-state and proslavery factions had destroyed popular sovereignty and damaged the American political process beyond repair. Indeed, the violence fueled antislavery sentiment in the North and secessionist feelings in the South, making a national civil war a virtual certainty. In 1861, with the Southern states having left the Union, Kansas was admitted as a free state.

Statehood did not end Kansas’s troubles. In the midst of the Civil War, the Kansas-Missouri border was plagued by savage guerrilla warfare between pro-Confederate Missouri bushwhackers led by William Quantrill and “Bloody Bill” Anderson and pro-Union militias (Jayhawkers), such as the infamous 7th Kansas volunteers led by Charles Jennison. The violence, marred by atrocities on both sides, culminated in Quantrill’s August 1863 raid on Lawrence. This border war did not end until well after the Civil War’s conclusion.
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Blenker, Louis

Birth Date: May 12, 1812

Death Date: October 31, 1863

Union officer. Born in Worms, Germany, on May 12, 1812, Ludwig Blenker explored numerous careers, including military service, before becoming involved in the failed German Revolutions of 1848, after which he fled first to Switzerland and then to the United States. Now known as Louis Blenker, he established a farm in Rockland County, New York, and pursued business interests in New York City. As with other prominent exiles, following the onset of the Civil War he strongly supported the Union and used his influence within the German community to recruit a regiment, the 8th New York Infantry, and was commissioned its colonel in April 1861.

Commanding a brigade in reserve at Centreville during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Blenker helped cover the Union retreat, and on August 9 he secured promotion to brigadier general of volunteers. In December he assumed command of a division, without commensurate rank, in the Army of the Potomac, then stationed in northern Virginia. The so-called German Division was slated to participate in Major General George McClellan’s offensive against Richmond but was instead ordered to Major General John C. Frémont’s Mountain Department to ease fears of a threat to Washington created by Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). The transfer became a logistical nightmare, during which Blenker’s command got lost and almost ran out of supplies. The division then suffered an embarrassing defeat at the Battle of Cross Keys (June 8, 1862). Returning to the Washington area, Blenker found himself embroiled in controversy, including a rebellion among his subordinates, and was relieved of command on June 26.

After waiting in vain for another assignment, Blenker resigned his commission in March 1863 and retired to his Rockland County farm, where on October 31, 1863, he died of injuries sustained in a riding accident.
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Blockade of the Confederacy, Union

Union naval blockade. On April 19, 1861, President Abraham Lincoln announced a naval blockade of the Southern coast from South Carolina to Texas. On April 27 he issued a second proclamation extending the blockade to Virginia and North Carolina. To help man the ships required, on May 3 the president called for the enlistment of an additional 18,000 seamen.

In implementing the blockade, the Union grappled with a fundamental contradiction. The North maintained throughout the war that the Confederate States of America did not exist—that the federal government faced merely a domestic insurrection. If that was indeed the case, foreign governments had no justification for recognizing or aiding the Confederacy. But at the same time, if the Confederate States did not exist, could the Union legally blockade its own southern coastline? U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles, taking such legal complications seriously, personally opposed a blockade, favoring instead a policy of closing Southern ports, a traditional technique in times of domestic insurrection. Yet for practical military, political, and diplomatic reasons, President Lincoln and Secretary of State William H. Seward chose to ignore the legal technicalities of the issue and continued to maintain both positions—that the Confederate States did not in fact exist but that the Union could blockade the coastline.

Commanders of the Union Blockading Squadrons



	Name
	Command Began
	Command Ended



	North Atlantic Blockading Squadron



	Louis M. Goldsborough
	October 29, 1861
	September 4, 1862



	Samuel Phillips Lee
	September 4, 1862
	October 12, 1864



	David Dixon Porter
	October 12, 1864
	May 1, 1865



	William Radford
	May 1, 1865
	July 25, 1865



	South Atlantic Blockading Squadron



	Samuel F. Du Pont
	October 29, 1861
	July 6, 1863



	John A. Dahlgren
	July 6, 1863
	July 25, 1865



	East Gulf Blockading Squadron



	William McKean
	February 20, 1862
	June 4, 1862



	J. L. Lardner
	June 4, 1862
	December 9, 1862



	Theodorus Bailey
	December 9, 1862
	August 7, 1864



	Theodore P. Greene
	August 7, 1864
	October 14, 1864



	Cornelius K. Stribling
	October 14, 1864
	July 13, 1865



	West Gulf Blockading Squadron



	David G. Farragut
	February 20, 1862
	November 30, 1864



	James S. Palmer
	November 30, 1864
	February 23, 1865



	Henry K. Thatcher
	February 23, 1865
	July 13, 1865




Lincoln’s proclamation created practical problems for both the Union and Confederate governments. With only a few ships available to blockade some 3,000 miles of Southern coastline (much more if the inland waterways are included), the Union faced the challenge of turning a paper blockade into a real one. Secretary Welles disbanded overseas squadrons and called home their ships. He also proceeded to buy or commandeer virtually every steamer available. These were soon armed with a few guns and converted into blockaders. At the same time, he instituted a massive shipbuilding program that bore fruit later.

Welles organized the ships into three squadrons: the Home Squadron, based at Fort Monroe; the Coast Blockading Squadron (soon redesignated the Atlantic Blockading Squadron), with the Potomac Flotilla centered on the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers and charged with the defense of Washington; and the Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron. The Atlantic Blockading Squadron had responsibility for enforcing the blockade all the way from Alexandria, Virginia, to Key West, Florida, a distance of some 1,000 miles. The Gulf Coast Squadron covered the even greater distance from Key West to Brownsville. Given the vast distances involved, in October 1861 Welles further divided the squadrons. He separated the Atlantic blockaders into two: the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, responsible for the Virginia and North Carolina coasts, and the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, responsible for the coastline from South Carolina to Key West. In February 1862 Welles also divided the Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron, making four Union blockading squadrons in all. The East Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron patrolled from Cape Canaveral on the Atlantic coast of Florida to St. Andrews Bay on the Florida Gulf Coast. The West Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron had responsibility for the coast from St. Andrews Bay to Brownsville.

Few vessels were initially available. Ships returning from foreign station required repairs, and it was many months before the navy was able to legally blockade many Southern ports. At first, single warships took up station off key Confederate ports. On May 10 the screw sloop Niagara, just returned from Japan, initiated the blockade of Charleston, while on May 26 the Brooklyn arrived off the Mississippi River, and on June 8 the Mississippi set the blockade of Key West.
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Union blockading warships off Charleston, South Carolina. The three ships are, from left to right, the Vandalia, Arthur Middleton, and the Roanoke. (Library of Congress)

Critical in the success of the blockade was the decision taken by Washington early in the war to secure bases from which the blockading squadrons could operate. The Union demonstrated great ability in setting up and maintaining repair and supply facilities as well as the logistics network that went with this. The effort here was a vast one and is largely unsung in histories of the war.

Confederate president Jefferson Davis embraced a plan, although it was never officially announced as policy, to suspend cotton exports in the mistaken belief that this so-called Cotton Diplomacy would bring British intervention. Southern leaders assumed that this would bring such economic pressure as to force the British government to dispatch warships to assist in breaking the Union blockade. It did not happen. The British took advantage of cotton markets in Egypt and India.

The South thus missed a great opportunity. Before the Union blockade could become effective, the Confederacy should have rushed all available cotton to European markets in order to purchase arms and manufactured goods. Its gold reserves soon exhausted, the Confederacy reversed its policy, but by then it was too late, for the Union blockade had become much more effective.

Blockade-running was triangular, with its three main corners at the South, the West Indies, and Europe (or sometimes even the North itself). Because of its proximity to the Confederacy, Nassau in the Bahamas was the headquarters of blockade-running operations. Other common destinations included Bermuda, St. Thomas, Havana, Jamaica, and Nova Scotia. Here the cargoes of large ships, mostly British, would be offloaded into smaller, faster ships for travel to the South. Major Confederate ports for blockade-runners included Wilmington, North Carolina; Charleston, South Carolina; Savannah, Georgia; Mobile, Alabama; and, especially in the last year of the war when other ports had been closed, Galveston, Texas.

Blockade duties were tedious and routine-centered. Union ships had to remain on station in tropical summer heat and the gales and cold of winter and had to contend with operations in unfamiliar coastal shoal waters. Crews also had to be on constant guard against the possibility of a sudden Confederate attack. Each side sought to thwart the other. Signal rockets on the Union side might be countered by false Confederate signals to lure off the blockaders in another direction.

Despite the best Union efforts, most blockade-runners made it through. Runs out were safer than those in, simply because captains had the benefit of knowing the location of the Union ships and could plan accordingly. The most dangerous time to attempt to pass through the blockade was in daylight. If a blockade-runner arrived off the coast in daytime and was sighted by Union warships, whether the blockade-runner would escape rested solely on speed.

Although few blockade-runners returned substantial profits, the financial rewards could be considerable, even if a ship was ultimately lost. The Ella and Annie, capable of carrying up to 1,300 bales of cotton, made eight trips through the blockade. Combined with profits on inbound cargo, it returned a profit of about $200,000 per round trip. Financial reward remained the chief motivation for blockade-running, and high returns explain why so many people participated in the activity. Sailors on blockade duty could hope for prize money from any captures, but the sums realized were generally far less than supposed.

Slowly but surely, the number of blockaders increased. By January 1865, the Union Navy employed 471 ships with 2,245 guns in the effort. During the course of the war, these took a total of 1,149 ships of all types and destroyed another 351. The totals include 210 steamers captured and 85 destroyed, along with 569 schooners taken and 114 destroyed. In 1861, 2,465 steamers and sailing ships made it past the blockade. In 1864, the last full year of war, the total was 619.

With Confederate domestic production never reaching 50 percent of military needs, goods brought in by blockade-runners were essential to the Southern war effort. Historian Stephen Wise has estimated that the South brought in through blockade-running at least 400,000 rifles (more than 60 percent of the Confederacy’s modern arms), 2.25 million pounds of saltpeter (two-thirds of that needed), and 3 million pounds of lead (one-third of army requirements). The runners also carried clothing, chemicals, and medicine. Without these supplies, the Confederacy could not have survived as long as it did.

The effectiveness of the blockade remains a topic of debate. Its critics note that the vast majority of blockade-runners were successful and point out that the economic collapse of the Confederacy was not because of the blockade but instead was due to the deterioration of the Southern railroad system. Critics of the blockade argue that even a more effective blockade would not have prevented the South from continuing the war. Confederate defeat did not result from lack of war materials; rather, the South simply ran out of manpower.

Defenders of the blockade acknowledge its shortcomings. They admit to its incomplete nature and the fact that the South never lacked the essential weapons with which to fight and win battles; they also note that the Confederacy was hard-pressed in such essential items as artillery, clothing, shoes, harnesses, medicines, and even blankets. The blockade affected the entire Southern economy. The loss of rolled iron rail was particularly harmful, leading to the collapse of the Confederate transportation system, bringing with it serious distribution problems, even of food, that affected soldier and civilian alike. The blockade also disrupted patterns of intraregional trade by water, sharply increasing the burden on the already inadequate Southern railroad net. Certainly the blockade was the chief cause, directly or indirectly, of Southern economic distress.

Figures given of successful passages through the blockade are also misleading, as they include vessels exiting as well as entering Southern ports. Each stop by an individual coastal packet at a different port is counted a successful attempt. Two coastal steamers making up to 10 stops per trip made almost 800 of the runs in 1861.

Historian David G. Surdam notes the role played by cotton, by far the most important prewar Southern export, in the blockade equation. He argues that the effectiveness of the blockade should be measured not in goods smuggled through it or the success rate of the ships. Rather, the total volume of trade was sharply reduced and the cost of shipment dramatically increased.

The underindustrialized Confederacy had to import manufactured goods to win the war, yet the higher shipping costs consumed much of its purchasing power and sharply eroded its ability to make purchases overseas. The increased cost in transporting cotton to Europe accounted for almost all of the increase in its price in Europe and the North. Although European goods could always reach the South, this increasingly occurred through less convenient ports, such as from Mexico to Brownsville, Texas. Also, increasing shortages of consumer goods impacted civilian morale.

The federal government spent $567 million on the navy during the war (1879 calculation). This was roughly a 12th of the expenses of the entire war ($6.8 billion). Yet the entire cost of the navy was equal to or exceeded by the loss in revenue to the South from the export of raw cotton. Given the fact that the North was far richer than the South, it was much easier for the North to bear the expense of the blockade than it was for the South to sustain the loss in export revenue.
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Blockade-Runners

Ships that sought to circumvent the Union naval blockade of the coasts of the Gulf of Mexico and the southern Atlantic Ocean. One of President Abraham Lincoln’s first actions after the start of hostilities with the Confederate States of America was to declare on April 19, 1861, a naval blockade of the Confederacy. The limited forces available to the U.S. Navy at the beginning of the war made the blockade a largely nominal undertaking, but as new ships joined the fleet, the blockade became a reality.

The predominantly agricultural character of the South’s economy and its reliance on a very limited range of export products made the Confederacy very susceptible to an effective blockade of imported manufactured goods, not only military items such as rifles and artillery but also such essential nonmilitary items as iron rails and steam engines for its railroad system. The South would also need to pay for these imports by means of exports, primarily agricultural products and chiefly cotton.

At first the limited efficacy of the Union blockade permitted the use of most types of available merchant vessels to run the blockade, even including sailing craft. However, as the ships in the blockading squadrons grew in number and efficiency, penetrating the blockade required more specialized vessels. These ships represented the cutting edge of ship design technology of the period.

From early 1862, the blockade-runners consisted almost entirely of relatively small, very fast steamers. Virtually all of these ships were constructed in Britain, mainly by shipyards in Scotland and northern England. They had long, low, narrow, shallow-draft iron or steel hulls and were equipped with steam engines, almost always driving side wheels. Their decks were flush and low (although many had turtleback forecastles to improve sea keeping). They carried only light sail rigs for steadying purposes and had very little in the way of superstructure so as to avoid detection. Their machinery endowed such ships with a top speed of about 18 knots, and their low silhouettes (and camouflage gray paint) made them hard to see, especially at night.

The operating pattern for the blockade-runners quickly established itself at the beginning of the conflict. Goods bound for the Confederacy were carried from European ports, mostly British, in regular merchant ships to three principal destinations—Bermuda, Nassau in the Bahamas, or Havana in Cuba. These were neutral territories and therefore immune to interception by blockaders. There the cargoes were transferred to the specialized short-range blockade-runners for the dash to one of the Confederate ports through the Union blockade. Vessels from Havana served primarily at Galveston, Mobile, and New Orleans, while those departing Bermuda or Nassau raced to Savannah, Charleston, or Wilmington. Generally speaking, the blockaders relied on night or bad weather to make port, often depending on prearranged signals, such as colored rockets. When possible, blockade-runners utilized high-grade anthracite coal, which would not give off telltale black smoke. To secure even higher heat in the boilers and perhaps add a few extra knots of speed, captains might burn cotton soaked in turpentine.

Blockade-running was a major business, and British citizens were very much involved in financing and manning the blockade-runners. Such individuals routinely fell into Union hands. To prevent their imprisonment from becoming a diplomatic crisis, British citizens who were apprehended in such activities were imprisoned for only a few days or months and then handed over to British authorities on the pledge that they would not assist the Confederacy in the future.

The Confederate government did not begin operating its own blockade-runners until late 1864. Prior to that time, all blockade-runners were privately owned. Furthermore, the government did relatively little to prioritize the carriage of war material essential for the Confederacy’s survival until very late in the war. Consequently, during most of the conflict the blockade-runners operated as private commercial ventures and carried, in addition to military goods and strategic materials, comparatively large quantities of luxury goods, such as fine wines and liquors, lace and other fashion items, and even items such as umbrellas, all for the benefit of wealthy domestic Southern consumers.
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The captured Confederate blockade runner Teaser, lying off Fort Monroe, Virginia, in December 1864. (Library of Congress)

Not until March 5, 1864, did the Confederate Congress pass a bill requiring all shippers to make full disclosure of their cargoes, specifying that all blockade-runners had to have half of their outward and inward cargo space taken by the Confederate government at specified rates. British owners especially protested, and a number swore that they would remove their ships from service, but few if any did so.

During the course of the Civil War, slightly less than 300 vessels engaged in running the Union blockade. Blockade-running vessels averaged 2 round trips during their careers; some exceptional and well-handled (or lucky) vessels succeeded in making as many as 8 inbound runs. In total, some 1,300 attempts to run the blockade occurred, of which about 1,000 succeeded. Union blockaders captured 136 vessels and destroyed an additional 85.

Nevertheless, the supplies brought into the Confederacy through the blockade helped it to survive for as long as it did. Large quantities of firearms, almost all the paper needed for cartridges, three-quarters of the constituents for gunpowder, one-third of the lead for bullets, and most of the cloth and leather for uniforms and equipment came from outside the Confederacy in the holds of blockade-runners. Confederate field armies until very late in the war (during the spring of 1865) consistently received a steady flow of weapons, clothing, and equipment as long as ports remained open to the blockade-runners. It was not until after the fall of Fort Fisher and the consequent capture of Wilmington, North Carolina, in mid-January 1865 that this inflow of supplies was terminated and shortages began to affect the Confederacy’s field forces.

Exports from the Confederacy were much more limited. During the entire war, only about 400,000 bales of cotton, the South’s primary export commodity, departed Southern ports. This four-year total represents about 12 percent of 3 million bales of cotton exported each year in the immediate prewar era.

Overall, the achievements of the blockade-runners during the Civil War constituted a remarkable story of success. Until the Union succeeded in capturing and closing Southern ports, the Confederate armies continued to be adequately supplied with munitions, equipment, and attire, despite the Confederacy’s limited industrial base.

PAUL E. FONTENOY

See also

Blockade of the Confederacy, Union; Navy, U.S.

Further Reading

Carr, Dawson. Gray Phantoms of the Cape Fear: Running the Civil War Blockade. Winston-Salem, NC: John F. Blair, 1998.

Vandiver, Frank, ed. Confederate Blockade Running through Bermuda, 1861–1865: Letter and Cargo Manifests. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1947.

Wise, Stephen R. Lifeline of the Confederacy: Blockade Running during the Civil War. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1988.

_______________________

Blountville, Tennessee, Engagement at

Event Date: September 22, 1863

Engagement in eastern Tennessee. Major General Ambrose Burnside, commander of the Army of the Ohio, sought to capitalize on pro-Union sentiment in the region by occupying the area and arming a large contingent of its residents. Control of eastern Tennessee would secure the Tennessee & Virginia Railroad, providing easier communication with Union forces farther south and allowing Burnside’s troops to harass, if not destroy, the Confederate salt mines of southwestern Virginia. Burnside’s plans were hindered, however, by Major General Henry Halleck’s repeated demands that he reinforce Major General William S. Rosecrans, commanding the Army of the Cumberland along the Tennessee-Georgia border.

Blountville was within the Confederate Department of East Tennessee, commanded by Major General Simon Bolivar Buckner. Unbeknownst to Burnside, Confederate troops in Buckner’s command had been dispatched to reinforce General Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee at Chickamauga. Buckner then attempted to distract Burnside from aiding Rosecrans while at the same time protecting the salt mines.

On September 20, Confederate major general Samuel Jones lured Union troops at Blountville into a skirmish outside the town. The Confederates then attacked and forced Burnside to abandon Blountville. On September 22, Burnside warned Jones to evacuate Blountville by 5:00 p.m. or Union artillery would open fire on the town. Jones later stated that he did not receive the warning until 4:30 p.m.

That same morning, Union colonel John W. Foster had advanced on Blountville with the 2nd Cavalry Brigade of XXIII Corps. Colonel James E. Carter’s 1st Tennessee Cavalry met Foster’s advance, but the Union cavalry forced the Confederates back toward Blountville, now prepared for a Union assault. Four hours of fighting ensued, including artillery barrages by both sides. Later in the day, Union troops stormed the Confederate position and seized Blountville. Foster reported that he had captured 50 Confederates and an artillery piece, at a cost of 20 Union casualties. Jones did not report Confederate losses, claiming only that Union artillery fire had destroyed the majority of the town. Foster acknowledged the destruction but blamed Confederate shells for the blaze. The battle gave Burnside temporary control of Blountville and the nearby railroad.
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Blue Springs, Battle of

Event Date: October 10, 1863

Engagement in eastern Tennessee. Major General Ambrose Burnside, then commanding the Department of the Ohio, intended to clear roads, seize a saltworks beyond Abingdon, Virginia, and reduce Confederate influence in the region. To disrupt Union communications and logistics, Confederate brigadier general John S. Williams launched operations with Tennessee and Kentucky cavalry regiments and home guards totaling some 1,700 men to take Bull’s Gap on the East Tennessee & Virginia Railroad.

On October 3 at Blue Springs, about nine miles from Bull’s Gap, Williams skirmished with Union brigadier general Samuel P. Carter’s XXIII Corps. Carter, unaware of the size of the Confederate force confronting him, withdrew. During the next few days, skirmishing occurred. On October 10 Carter, having been reinforced by Union brigadier general Edward Ferrero’s 1st Division, IX Corps, returned to Blue Springs to challenge the Confederates. Williams, also reinforced, decided to fight.

The Battle of Blue Springs began at about 10:00 a.m. on October 10, with Union cavalry engaging Williams’s Confederates until afternoon. Meanwhile, another Union cavalry force attempted without success to cut off a Confederate retreat. Union captain Orlando M. Poe, the corps’ chief engineer, reconnoitered the Confederate lines, seeking a vulnerable point for an infantry attack, and at 5:00 p.m. Ferrero hurled his division against the Confederates. Driving hard, his men inflicted heavy casualties and penetrated almost to Williams’s rear before being checked and falling back. Williams, realizing that he was overmatched, broke off the fight and retreated after dark. He was pursued by the Federals in the morning and harassed over the next few days all the way to Virginia. Union casualties in the engagement totaled some 100; the Confederates lost 66 killed or wounded and 150 taken prisoner. Burnside had succeeded in reducing Confederate influence in eastern Tennessee.
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Blunt, James Gillpatrick

Birth Date: July 21, 1826

Death Date: July 27, 1881

Union officer. James Gillpatrick Blunt was born on July 21, 1826, in Trenton, Maine. As a young man, he served on numerous merchant ships before moving to Ohio, where he earned a medical degree and commenced a practice. In 1856 Blunt relocated to Anderson County, Kansas, where he established a medical practice. By then, he had become an ardent abolitionist and was highly influential in the events surrounding Bleeding Kansas, even aiding radical abolitionist John Brown in helping African Americans escape to Canada. When the Civil War began, Blunt commanded a Kansas cavalry brigade, but he did not enter federal service until April 8, 1862, at which time he was made a brigadier general of volunteers and given command of the Department of Kansas, a post he held until September 19, 1862.

Advanced to major general on November 29, 1862, Blunt was placed in command of the 1st Division, Army of the Frontier, which he led during several engagements, most notably the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862) in Arkansas. He then commanded the District of the Frontier, serving from June to October 1863. As a detachment of his army was moving from Fort Scott to Fort Smith on October 6, 1863, the wagon train came under vicious attack by Confederate guerrillas led by William Quantrill. When the fight was over, 89 of Blunt’s men lay dead, many of them African Americans. The battle cost Blunt his field command.

Blunt was not dismissed from the army, however, and was soon tasked with recruiting African Americans for Union service along the frontier. He was later given a new field command, and he played a major role in repulsing Confederate major general Sterling Price’s last attempt to retake Missouri (September–October 1864). Blunt then commanded the Districts of Upper Arkansas and South Kansas. Throughout his time in the army, he was suspected of corruption. He also garnered a reputation as an inveterate womanizer.

Blunt mustered out of service in July 1865 and went to Leavenworth, Kansas, where he resumed the practice of medicine. In 1869 he relocated to Washington, D.C., where he practiced medicine and served as a government claims agent. In 1879 Blunt showed signs of mental instability and was admitted to a hospital for the insane in Washington, where he died on July 27, 1881.
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Bocock, Thomas Stanhope

Birth Date: May 18, 1815

Death Date: August 5, 1891

Politician and Speaker of the Confederate House of Representatives. Thomas Stanhope Bocock was born on May 18, 1815, in Buckingham County, Virginia. He graduated from Hampden-Sydney College in 1838 and was admitted to the bar in 1840. As a Democrat, he served in the Virginia House of Delegates (1842–1844) and as prosecuting attorney for Appomattox County (1845–1846). Bocock went on to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1847 until 1861. In Congress, he was seen as a moderate and supported the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act.

Upon Virginia’s secession in 1861, Bocock was given a seat in the Provisional Confederate Congress, and he served from 1862 to 1865 as Speaker of the Confederate House of Representatives. A brilliant parliamentarian and shrewd politician, Bocock excelled in his role as Speaker. He was usually a staunch supporter of President Jefferson Davis and Confederate war policies but did break with Richmond over what he termed “excessive” taxation as the war dragged on. In January 1865, several of Bocock’s congressional colleagues tasked him with devising a cabinet reshuffling that might boost the Confederacy’s sagging war effort. Davis bristled at what he considered congressional meddling, however, and nothing came of the effort.

After the war, Bocock resumed his legal practice in Virginia and again served in the House of Delegates (1877–1879). He was frequently asked to mediate debates over whether or not old Confederate debts should be forgiven or repaid. Bocock died on August 5, 1891, at his estate near Appomattox Court House, Virginia.
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Boggs, William Robertson

Birth Date: March 18, 1829

Death Date: September 11, 1911

Confederate officer. William Robertson Boggs was born on March 18, 1829, in Augusta, Georgia, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1853. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the Corps of Topographical Engineers, he transferred to an ordnance outfit in 1854. Advanced to first lieutenant in 1856 and assigned to the arsenal at Baton Rouge the following year, Boggs saw combat near Brownsville, Texas, in 1859 during a raid by Mexican bandits led by Juan Cortina.

In February 1861, Boggs resigned his U.S. Army position and took a captain’s commission in the Confederate Corps of Engineers. That spring he was dispatched to Charleston, South Carolina, to work on the defenses of that strategic city. He next joined Major General Braxton Bragg’s command at Pensacola, Florida, where Boggs was given charge of all artillery and engineers. In 1862 he was appointed chief engineer in Georgia. He later helped in the staging of the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862), which won him numerous accolades.

Advanced to brigadier general in the spring of 1863, Boggs spent much of the rest of the war as chief of staff to General Edmund Kirby Smith in the Trans-Mississippi Department. At the conclusion of the war, Boggs settled in St. Louis, where he worked as an engineer until 1875. He then took a position as a professor at Virginia Polytechnic Institute (1875–1881). Boggs died on September 11, 1911, in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.
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Bonham, Milledge Luke

Birth Date: December 25, 1813

Death Date: August 27, 1890

Confederate officer and politician. Born in Edgefield District, South Carolina, on December 25, 1813, Milledge Luke Bonham began his formal education at local academies before entering South Carolina College at Columbia. In 1834 he graduated second in his class and took up the study of law. After the start of the Second Seminole War in 1835, Bonham received a captain’s commission in his state’s volunteer militia on April 9, 1836; he then went to Florida to pursue warriors led by Osceola. By July, Bonham returned home to resume the study of law. He was admitted to the South Carolina bar in 1837 and began a successful law practice. A leader in his community, Bonham began a four-year term as his district’s state representative in 1840.

The commencement of hostilities with Mexico prompted Bonham to reenter the military, and on March 3, 1847, he was commissioned a lieutenant colonel in the new 12th U.S. Infantry Regiment. The next month, his regiment was deployed to Mexico under Major General Winfield Scott. On August 19, 1847, seven days after Bonham was promoted to full colonel, he accidentally shot himself in the hand at Contreras, one day before the Battle of Churubusco. Bonham and his regiment followed General Scott until Mexico City fell on September 15, 1847. After the war officially ended on February 2, 1848, Bonham remained in Mexico on occupation duty before returning to his home state in July 1848.

On March 4, 1857, Bonham filled a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives that was formerly held by his cousin, Preston Brooks, who had died earlier in the year. One day after South Carolina seceded from the Union on December 21, 1860, Bonham resigned his seat to support his home state. On February 10, 1861, he became major general and commander in chief of South Carolina’s state militia. He spent the next two months defending the coast under the overall command of Major General P. G. T. Beauregard during the Fort Sumter crisis.

On April 23, 1861, Bonham was appointed brigadier general in the Confederate Army. At the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), he distinguished himself by holding his brigade together under heavy pressure. Despite this, Confederate president Jefferson Davis passed him over for promotion. Bonham resigned from the Confederate Army on January 29, 1862.

On February 18 Bonham began service as a representative in the Confederate Congress, but in January 1863 he resigned his seat to serve as governor of South Carolina, an office he held until December 18, 1864. Both as a Confederate congressman and as governor, Bonham sought to empower the states with more authority over military affairs, especially conscription. He bickered constantly with the Davis administration, which he distrusted enormously, and fought against Davis’s orders to requisition state supplies for use by the army.

Bonham quickly sought to exert control over disaffected areas of South Carolina, mostly in the Upstate region from Columbia and points north and west. He ordered a crackdown on military deserters, many of whom sought refuge in the Upstate. He also drafted thousands of African American slaves into state service, employing them to shore up coastal fortifications; those slave owners who balked at this were fined, and a few were imprisoned. Bonham also attempted, with little success, to raise a permanent all-volunteer state militia force, and he supported the dispatch of South Carolina troops to adjacent states, particularly Georgia, to stem Union offensives. Bonham left office in December 1864.

On February 9, 1865, Bonham reentered the Confederate Army as a brigadier general, organizing and commanding a cavalry brigade for several weeks before the war ended in April. From October 1865 until December 1866, he again served as a state representative. He was appointed as South Carolina’s first railroad commissioner in 1878 by Governor Wade Hampton, a fellow Confederate officer whose political campaign Bonham had supported. Bonham retained this position until his death at Sulfur Springs, North Carolina, on August 27, 1890.
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“The Bonnie Blue Flag”

Popular Civil War song expressing Southern nationalism. “The Bonnie Blue Flag” was written by Harry B. McCarthy, a popular comedian and singer, in the spring of 1861 after he witnessed the Mississippi State Convention. Upon voting for secession, the convention’s chairman was presented with a blue flag bearing a single white star. The basis for the song about a “flag which bears a single star” was an 1810 rebellion by West Floridians to seize control of Baton Rouge and West Florida from the Spanish. The armed rebellion was led under a blue flag with a single star, which was later copied by Texas.

McCarthy, who had been born in England and immigrated to the United States in 1845, set his words to an old Hibernian tune “The Irish Jaunting Car.” The song was first performed at the New Orleans Academy of Music in September 1861 for soldiers en route to the battlefront in Virginia, although McCarthy had used it in his act before that date. The tune quickly became the rallying song for the South. The song was so popular and roused such emotion that during the Union occupation of New Orleans, Major General Benjamin Butler prohibited the playing, singing, or whistling of it. He also ordered raids on print shops to burn copies of the song.

By 1865, “The Bonnie Blue Flag” had undergone 11 editions since 1861. McCarthy’s lyrics waxed romantically about how one star on the flag (signifying South Carolina, the first state to secede and the place where the war began) grew to 11 stars, signifying each of the Confederate states. One rendition even hoped for the addition of a 12th star, signifying Missouri.

Despite concerted Union efforts to ban and stifle the song, it nevertheless enjoyed huge popularity among Southerners, on par with the songs “Dixie” and “Maryland, My Maryland.” Even after the war ended, the popularity of the song continued. It was often sung during Confederate reunions.
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Boomer, George Boardman

Birth Date: July 26, 1832

Death Date: May 22, 1863

Union officer. George Boardman Boomer was born July 26, 1832, in Sutton, Massachusetts, and graduated from Worcester Academy in 1847, but poor eyesight kept him from attending college. Instead, when he was 19 years old he went to St. Louis to join and then manage his brother-in-law’s bridge-building business. Boomer later became a partner in the Chicago engineering firm of Boomer & Sons.

When the Civil War began, Boomer mustered into federal service on January 20, 1862, and formed a company, which became part of the 26th Missouri Infantry Regiment. He soon became colonel, leading his regiment in a number of minor skirmishes in Missouri and Tennessee. Boomer was wounded at the Battle of Iuka (September 19, 1862). He then became a brigade commander, without commensurate rank, of the 3rd Brigade, 7th Division, XVII Corps, under Major General James B. McPherson. Boomer’s brigade was successful in the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863) during the opening phases of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Boomer was killed in action during a failed assault on Vicksburg on May 22, 1863. He received a posthumous brevet to brigadier general from President Abraham Lincoln for “gallant conduct.”

In 1864 Boomer’s sister, Mary Amelia Boomer Stone, published a memoir of his life based on journals he had kept in Missouri and numerous letters he had written to family and friends during the war.
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Booneville, Battle of

Event Date: July 1, 1862

Cavalry engagement related to the Union occupation of Corinth, Mississippi. Following the Union victory in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) at Pittsburg Landing in Tennessee, Union forces under the command of Major General Henry W. Halleck advanced into northeastern Mississippi in hopes of taking the major Confederate railroad center of Corinth, where the Confederates who fought at Shiloh had reassembled under General P. G. T. Beauregard. After a glacial Union advance, Halleck subjected Corinth to a siege (May 3–30). With his forces outnumbered two to one, Beauregard carried out a masterful evacuation, and Union troops immediately occupied the area.

A month later Halleck learned that Confederate forces in the region, now commanded by General Braxton Bragg, were planning an offensive in hopes of retaking Corinth and driving the Federals out of northern Mississippi. Halleck ordered his troops out of the city to meet the threat.

As part of Halleck’s force, Colonel Philip Sheridan took up position at Booneville with two cavalry regiments. On July 1, Confederate cavalry under Brigadier General James R. Chalmers, the advance force of some 4,700 Confederates, encountered Sheridan’s men some 3.5 miles southwest of Booneville, commencing the battle. Sheridan’s cavalry held its positions and eventually counterattacked, driving off Chalmers’s men.

Sheridan sustained some 40 casualties out of almost 800 men engaged, while Confederate casualties are estimated to have been between 50 and 75. There is controversy over how many Confederates took part in the battle, with the lowest figure being about 700 men. The Battle of Booneville arguably helped secure Corinth for the Union and secured Sheridan’s promotion to brigadier general.
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Boonsboro Gap, Battle of

See South Mountain, Battle of
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Boonville, Battle of

Event Date: June 17, 1861

Early engagement in central Missouri. The Battle of Boonville resulted from Union brigadier general Nathaniel Lyon’s decision to break up the assembly area for troops of the Missouri State Guard loyal to prosecessionist governor Claiborne Fox Jackson.

Finding the state capital at Jefferson City indefensible, Governor Jackson called for 50,000 troops to assemble 50 miles to the northwest at Camp Bacon, near Boonville, under the command of Major General Sterling Price. Approximately 1,500 poorly armed state troops arrived. Lyon swiftly embarked 2,000 Union soldiers on steamboats at St. Louis on June 13, 1861, and then traveled west on the Missouri River and secured Jefferson City on June 15. Two days later he landed near Jackson’s position. Lyon attacked immediately.

The Missouri State Guard stood on the defensive under the immediate command of Missouri Militia colonel John Sappington Marmaduke, Price having fallen ill with dysentery. Lyon’s troops opened the battle with artillery fire that removed not only several sharpshooters from a brick house near Union lines but also caused the rest of the Missourians to give way. Marmaduke and Jackson rallied the Missourians on a low hilltop and from that position returned fire on the rapidly advancing Union soldiers under Colonel Francis Preston Blair Jr. Blair advanced with a portion of his soldiers and drove the Missouri State Guard into full retreat, while the remainder of his soldiers seized Camp Bacon. The Battle of Boonville had lasted less than 30 minutes.

The strategic and political significance of the Union victory at Boonville outweighed the small scale of the fighting. Union losses were 31 killed or wounded; the Missouri State Guard suffered an estimated 50 killed, wounded, or captured. The prestige of secessionist parties was now damaged sufficiently that neither state nor Confederate forces were able to exercise control over any area north of the Missouri River. Other than periodic Confederate raids, northern Missouri remained firmly under Union control until the end of the war.
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Booth, John Wilkes

Birth Date: April 26, 1838

Death Date: April 25, 1865

Professional actor and President Abraham Lincoln’s assassin. John Wilkes Booth was born on April 26, 1838, in Bel Air, Maryland. He decided as a young man to pursue an acting career, and by the age of 17 he had made his national debut. Considered a talented actor, Booth toured much of the nation in road shows. As he honed his dramatic skills, he also seemed to grow emotionally unstable. By the late 1850s, he had become a fierce secessionist who believed that the South was being systematically oppressed and persecuted by Northern interests. So fixated was Booth on this thinking that even many Southerners found his obsession off-putting. In 1858 he joined a Virginia militia unit known as the Richmond Grays, which was activated during John Brown’s Harpers Ferry Raid (October 16–18, 1859). Booth’s hatred of Brown’s extreme abolitionism led him to witness Brown’s execution by hanging that December.

As the Civil War progressed, Booth continued to act, but as Union victories multiplied after 1863, his behavior became ever more strange and incomprehensible. It is quite likely that Booth was mentally ill by 1865. In the late spring of 1864, Booth gave up his acting career and became something of a drifter. By late 1864, he began consorting with Mary Surratt and her son John, who was a Confederate spy. They ran a boardinghouse not far from the White House in Washington, D.C.

Soon enough, Booth hatched a plot to ambush Lincoln’s coach, kidnap the president, transport him to the South, and ransom him for Confederate prisoners. Booth attracted a small retinue of followers and coconspirators, but an attempt to kidnap Lincoln on March 17, 1865, was called off at the last moment. Increasingly delusional, Booth now plotted a group assassination against Lincoln and some of his cabinet members. On April 14, 1865, Booth, acting alone, stole into Ford’s Theatre in Washington, made his way to the presidential box, and shot Lincoln in the head in front of his horrified wife and several other spectators. Lincoln died the following morning.

Booth broke his left leg as he leapt from the box to the stage below during his getaway, but he managed to escape and for a time eluded a small army of Federals bent on tracking him down. Finally, on April 25, 1865, after an 11-day dragnet, Booth was discovered hiding in a barn on Richard H. Garrett’s farm just south of Port Royal in northeastern Virginia. The Union soldiers demanded that Booth surrender. When he refused, they set the barn on fire. As he sought to escape the flames, Booth was shot and killed by Sergeant Boston Corbett.
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Actor John Wilkes Booth, an ardent advocate of the Confederacy, mortally wounded President Abraham Lincoln on April 14, 1865, at Ford’s Theater in Washington, D.C., where Lincoln and his wife were watching a play. Booth was later hunted down and killed. (Library of Congress)
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Borden, Gail, Jr.

Birth Date: November 9, 1801

Death Date: January 11, 1874

Publisher, surveyor, and inventor. Born on November 9, 1801, in Norwich, New York, Gail Borden Jr. moved with his family to New London, Indiana, in 1816. With less than two years of formal public schooling, Borden relocated to Mississippi to find a milder climate to improve his fragile health.

Apprenticed to a surveyor, Borden became the official county surveyor in Amite County, Mississippi, in 1826. In December 1829 Borden moved to Galveston Island, Texas, and by February 1830 he had been appointed the official surveyor of Stephen Austin’s colony in eastern Texas. In October 1835 Borden, his brother Thomas, and Joseph Baker established the Telegraph and Texas Register in San Felipe, the first permanent newspaper in Texas. In that same year, Borden published the first topographical map of Texas. He was appointed customs and tax collector for the Brazos Department in 1835 and held that position until 1837. He also surveyed and plotted Houston in late 1836.

In 1837 Borden sold his interests in the Telegraph and Texas Register and was appointed customs and tax collector in Galveston, the most important port of the newly established Republic of Texas. His first term as collector in Galveston ended in late 1838, but he was reinstated in his position in 1841 and remained collector until 1843, when he resigned after a dispute with Republic of Texas president Sam Houston. From 1839 until 1851, Borden was an agent for the Galveston City Company, which owned most of Galveston Island. Borden surveyed and plotted Galveston and helped to sell hundreds of plots of land in the town. He was also instrumental in developing insular defenses in Galveston against the ever-present threat of a Mexican invasion.

During the 1840s, Borden began to dabble in inventing. His first major project, a dehydrated meat biscuit concocted from dehydrated meat and flour, was perfected in 1849. He moved to New York City in 1851 to begin marketing his meat biscuit, but Americans never acquired a taste for his product, and the project left him in financial distress.

By 1853, Borden had abandoned the meat biscuit and developed a process for condensing milk. Condensed milk is cow’s milk from which water has been removed and to which sugar has been added, producing a product that can last for years without refrigeration. It was a vitally important product in an age with little means of refrigeration. Borden obtained a patent for his condensed milk in 1856 and opened a factory in Connecticut. Although Borden’s condensed milk was initially a failure on the American market, the Civil War generated a great need for it, and Borden’s economic success was thereafter ensured. The federal government ordered huge quantities of Borden’s condensed milk as a fixed ration for Union soldiers during the Civil War.

Borden subsequently opened new factories in New York, Illinois, Pennsylvania, and Maine. These plants eventually became the basis of Borden, Inc.

After the Civil War, Borden spent the winter in Texas because of its mild climate. He died on January 11, 1874, in Colorado County, Texas. Borden County, Texas, and its county seat, Gail, were named for him posthumously in 1891. During World War II, Borden, Inc., pioneered the American manufacture of nondairy creamer, instant coffee, and powdered foods. Today, Borden, Inc., continues as a thriving dairy and food-processing concern and is one of the oldest continuously operating consumer-products companies in the United States.
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Border States

States with divided sympathies during the Civil War. The border states were Maryland, Delaware, Kentucky, and Missouri and were identified by the Abraham Lincoln administration as such. West Virginia, admitted to the Union in 1863 after it seceded from Virginia, is sometimes considered a border state. These states were considered border states because of their geographical location, divided political loyalties, and strong ties to both the North and the South. These ties were economic as well as cultural and familial. When the Civil War began in 1861, slavery existed in Maryland, Delaware, Kentucky, and Missouri, albeit on a scale much diminished from the Deep South states. President Lincoln strove mightily to keep the border states loyal to the Union.

Maryland was a state of deep divides, with a distinctively Southern cultural bias and many families with Southern bloodlines. Many pro-Confederate Marylanders pushed for recognition of the Confederacy and abhorred radical abolitionists. By the same token, however, most did not support secession. In March 1861, rioting occurred in Baltimore when pro-Southern sympathizers attempted to stop Union troops from passing through the city on their way to Washington, D.C. Much property was destroyed, and dozens of people were killed or wounded.

In response, the federal government arrested and imprisoned the city’s mayor and police chief and a number of Maryland legislators who were deemed to be pro-Confederate. Martial law was imposed on Maryland, and Baltimore was treated as an occupied city until the end of the war in 1865. Union troops continuously garrisoned the state as well. On April 27, 1861, the Maryland legislature voted to reject secession, but Lincoln was constantly wary of Maryland’s sharply divided loyalties.

In Delaware, loyalties were not nearly as divided. In the winter of 1861 when the Confederacy asked the state to join it, the state’s legislature overwhelmingly rejected the proposal. Thereafter Delaware remained loyal to the Union, and its many industries contributed to the Union war effort. Although there were small pockets of Southern sympathizers in the state, Delaware never posed a serious threat to the Union, and Lincoln worried least about it of all of the border states.

Kentucky, like Maryland, was a state sharply bifurcated by conflicting cultures and political loyalties. Lincoln was most concerned about keeping Kentucky out of the Confederates’ grasp, once remarking that “to lose Kentucky is nearly the same as to lose the whole game. Kentucky gone, we cannot hold Missouri, nor Maryland.” Kentucky never officially seceded from the Union, but a group of pro-Southern sympathizers did form a government, which the Confederacy officially recognized. When the war began in April 1861, pro-Southern Kentucky governor Beriah Magoffin refused to heed Lincoln’s call for troops, which outraged the state’s pro-Union factions. In May 1861 the state declared its neutrality, which proved to be short-lived. By the early autumn of 1861, Confederate troops had moved into western Kentucky, and Union troops occupied Paducah. As a result of the incursions, the Kentucky legislature ordered Confederate troops, but not Union troops, to withdraw from the state immediately. Magoffin tried to block the resolution but to no avail.

Pro-Southern factions in Kentucky were dismayed by the legislature’s actions, and in November 1861 a delegation gathered at Russellville, Kentucky, to form a shadow government, based in Bowling Green. The Russellville Convention witnessed the election of an alternate governor and the ratification of the Confederate Constitution. In December 1862 the Confederacy admitted Kentucky. The Confederate government in Bowling Green never seriously threatened Kentucky’s overall loyalty to the Union, but the war that saw Kentuckians fighting on both sides tore the society apart and resulted in much fratricide.

In Missouri, there were also sharply divided loyalties. In February 1861, a state convention defeated a measure to secede from the Union and declared the state’s neutrality. But when Union troops moved into the state, first against a pro-Southern militia encamped at St. Louis, the state was neutral in name only. Indeed, the Union incursion pushed a good number of Missourians into supporting the Confederate cause.

In June 1861, the pro-Southern governor of Missouri, Claiborne F. Jackson, fled the state capital at Jefferson City as Union forces marched toward it. That autumn Jackson set up a pro-Southern government, which passed a secession ordinance and was admitted into the Confederacy in November. Meanwhile, the federal government installed a provisional governor at Jefferson City in the person of Hamilton Gamble. Missourians served in the armies of both the North and the South, which resulted in sons fighting fathers and brothers fighting brothers. Guerrilla warfare paralyzed parts of the state and wrecked its economy.

President Lincoln had to tread delicately in regard to the border states, lest he push one or all into the Confederate camp. He did not, for example, include any of the states in his 1863 Emancipation Proclamation, which angered many abolitionists and Radical Republicans. Slavery would not be officially abolished in the border states until the Thirteenth Amendment was passed in 1865. Union troops in the border states were circumscribed in their activities for fear of creating an anti-Union backlash.
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Boreman, Arthur Inghram

Birth Date: July 24, 1823

Death Date: April 19, 1896

Lawyer, politician, and first elected governor of West Virginia. Arthur Inghram Boreman was born on July 24, 1823, in Waynesburg, Pennsylvania, but moved to Virginia with his parents in 1827. The family settled in Marshall County in 1840, and Boreman attended local schools. After reading for the law, he was admitted to the bar in 1845 and began a practice in Parkersburg. He entered politics as a nominal Whig in 1855 and won a seat in the Virginia House of Delegates, where he served until 1861.

Boreman decried Southern secession, and in June 1861 he presided over the Second Wheeling Convention, which repudiated the Virginia secession ordinance, established the Restored Government of Virginia, and selected Francis H. Pierpont as the governor of the rump regime. These moves ultimately paved the way for the admission of West Virginia to the Union as a new state in June 1863. From 1861 to 1863, Boreman was a circuit court judge. Elected West Virginia’s first governor on the Constitutional Union ticket, he took office on June 20, 1863, and served until February 1869.

Boreman promptly moved to organize and equip new state militia units to combat Confederate guerrilla activities in southern West Virginia. He also helped establish the state Board of Public Works, the West Virginia Legal Code, and the state’s public school system. In the aftermath of the war, he successfully urged legislation that barred former Confederates from voting or holding elective office.

Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1868 as a Republican, Boreman served during 1869–1875. Choosing not to stand for reelection in 1874, he returned to Parkersburg and resumed his law practice. In 1888 Boreman became judge of West Virginia’s fifth judicial circuit, a post he held until his death at Parkersburg on April 19, 1896.
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Bormann Fuse

Artillery shell fuse. A major challenge for artillerists until the mid-19th century was the timely ignition of explosive shells on target. From the 17th century to the mid-19th century, artillerymen simply packed a fuse channel with fine gunpowder. The action of firing the gun ignited this powder train, which then burned to and set off the explosive charge in the shell. Precise timing was impossible because the powder in the fuse was more tightly packed toward the bottom and thus burned more slowly than at the top. This problem was compounded by the compression of the powder train in the action of the shell being fired.

Imprecision in the timing of the shell explosion had not been a major problem until the development in 1784 of spherical case shot (also known as case and shrapnel). Such projectiles, specifically designed for use against troop concentrations, required precise timing of the explosion to be effective, for with a shell moving at 1,200 feet per second, an error of a quarter of a second would mean 300 feet off the target.

Belgian Army captain (later major general) Charles G. Bormann provided the solution. After extensive tests in 1851, the Belgian Army adopted the fuse of his design, which then found its way into worldwide general use. In the United States it was widely employed during the Civil War by both the Union and the Confederacy, especially in the 12-pounder Napoleon and the Dahlgren boat howitzers.

The Bormann fuse consisted of a threaded zinc disc about .5-inch thick and 1.5 inches in diameter. Because the fuse train of mealed powder was placed in a channel laterally around the periphery of the fuse, it enabled uniformity in packing the powder and eliminated any effect of the discharge of the gun on the distribution of fuse powder and, hence, timing. Guided by raised indicators on the fuse’s face, the gunner set the fuse by perforating its face with a special punch to expose the powder trail at the appropriate mark. The Bormann fuse allowed a maximum timing of 5.25 seconds for a range of 1,200 yards for the 12-pounder gun.

As with much Southern ordnance, Confederate-manufactured Bormann fuses often proved defective on the battlefield. The main trouble lay in the sealing of the underside of the horseshoe channel containing the powder train. The shock of the discharge of the gun tended to dislodge the plug closing the channel and allowed the flame from the composition to reach the main charge without burning around through the fuse. Attempts to correct the problem were unsuccessful. Following numerous casualties from prematurely exploding shells during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), the Confederate Army withdrew the Bormann fuse from service on December 24, 1862.

Union forces did not report comparable problems, and the Bormann fuse saw extensive use until it was eventually phased out of service following the war.
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Botts, John Minor

Birth Date: September 16, 1802

Death Date: January 8, 1869

Virginia lawyer, politician, and die-hard Unionist. John Minor Botts was born in Dumfries, Virginia, on September 16, 1802. After a basic education, he studied law on his own and was admitted to the bar. From 1833 to 1839, he sat in the Virginia House of Delegates as a Whig; he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1838 and served from 1839 to 1843 and from 1847 to 1849. After being defeated for reelection in 1848, he resumed his legal practice in Richmond. He was elected to represent the region in the Constitutional Convention of 1850–1851.

Ardent opposition to the Democratic Party was a constant in Botts’s political life. A persistent Whig until that party collapsed, he then shifted his allegiance to the American (Know-Nothing) Party and then in 1860 to the Constitutional Union Party. Botts was also an uncompromising Unionist. Convinced that the secession movement was a political ploy designed by the Democrats to solidify their weakening grip on state and national power, he began work on a history that would eventually demonstrate that very point.

Botts denounced disunion publicly even after it was an established fact, and his refusal to be silenced made him famous in the North and infamous in the South. The day after Confederate president Jefferson Davis declared martial law in the Richmond area, Confederate authorities arrested Botts and imprisoned him for two months; they then placed him under house arrest in Richmond for another four months. Meanwhile, Confederate authorities ransacked his home in search of evidence that might be used against him, especially the manuscript of his history work, but he was never indicted or tried for any crime. After his release from house arrest, Botts left Richmond for a farm he had recently purchased in Culpeper County.

When the war was over, Botts retrieved the manuscript treating the history of secession and published it in 1866 under the title The Great Rebellion: Its Secret History, Rise, Progress, and Disastrous Failure. In it he vindicated his own actions and condemned those of his many enemies. Botts died on January 8, 1869, in Culpeper, Virginia.
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Boudinot, Elias Cornelius

Birth Date: August 1, 1835

Death Date: September 27, 1890

Cherokee leader and Confederate officer. Born on August 1, 1835, in New Echota, Georgia, Elias Cornelius Boudinot was the son of Cherokee spokesman Elias Boudinot. In 1839 the elder Boudinot, having signed the Treaty of New Echota that began the removal of Cherokees from their homeland, was murdered by vengeful Cherokees. Upon his father’s murder, Elias Cornelius Boudinot was sent to live in Vermont with his mother’s aunt while attending school. In 1856 he became a successful attorney in Arkansas, where in 1861 he was elected secretary to the state Secession Convention.

On October 7, 1861, the Cherokee Nation signed a treaty of alliance with the Confederacy. As part of the agreement, the Cherokees formed their own regiment to prevent raids from Kansas Jayhawkers. Boudinot served as the regiment’s lieutenant colonel, recruiting Cherokees to the Confederate cause for the defense of Cherokee territory. Under the agreement, the Cherokee could send a representative to champion Native American interests in the Confederate Congress.

On October 9, 1863, Boudinot became the representative for the Indian Territory. In Richmond, he lobbied for improved conditions for Cherokee soldiers. During his two terms, Boudinot, along with Douglas H. Cooper, became involved in a land grant system that would open up Cherokee lands to white settlement. Boudinot was strongly criticized for his involvement in the scheme. After the conclusion of the war, Boudinot participated in negotiating the Cherokee Treaty of 1866, which nullified the Cherokee-Confederacy alliance and brought the Cherokee Nation back into amity with the U.S. government.

After the war Boudinot became a businessman, opening a tobacco company with his uncle, Stand Watie, and shipping goods throughout the Trans-Mississippi region. Following the 1868 passage of the Internal Revenues Act, tobacco was subjected to a federal excise tax, and Native American territories were not exempt. Boudinot and Watie refused to pay, bringing suit before the U.S. Supreme Court that argued for exemption under the Cherokee Treaty of 1866. Boudinot lost the case and his business. In 1885 he settled in Fort Smith, Arkansas, where he died on September 27, 1890.
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Bounty System

System whereby Northern states and the U.S. government paid men to enlist or reenlist in the army and navy during the Civil War. At the beginning of the war, President Abraham Lincoln issued a call for loyal states to supply 75,000 volunteers to put down the insurrection in the South. State and local authorities soon began offering cash or land bounties to any individuals who would enlist in the service. The War Department adopted a similar recruiting practice, and on July 22, 1861, Congress authorized a $100 bounty for volunteers. This was a substantial sum, given that privates in the Union Army received only $11 per month base pay.

The cash bounty grew rapidly in conjunction with the need for fresh troops. Indeed, by 1864 the federal government was offering $300 to new recruits and a $100 bonus for veterans who chose to reenlist. This bounty was in addition to the sums advanced by states, counties, and cities.

Even with such large monetary enticements, voluntary enlistments did not meet the needs of the Union Army. In 1863 Congress passed the first conscription law in U.S. history, touching off a series of riots in Northern cities. Many individuals who faced conscription chose to volunteer and gain the enlistment bounty rather than face an involuntary draft into service without a cash payment.

While the bounty system undoubtedly induced some individuals to volunteer for service, it also introduced a mercenary aspect into American military service. Some individuals chose to withhold their service in the hopes that the bounty offers would rise. Others began the practice of bounty jumping, enlisting in service long enough to claim a cash bonus and then deserting at the first opportunity. Typically, these individuals would travel to a different recruitment location and reenlist under a different name, collecting another cash bounty. Some bounty jumpers claimed to have enlisted 20 or more times before being caught.

Bounties also had the unintentional consequence of undermining morale within the army. Later recruits received higher sums than their predecessors in the ranks, which often provoked dissension. Furthermore, a new enlistee gained hundreds of dollars for joining a military organization that paid its members less than $200 per year for their service. Some historians have argued that the federal government, which spent more than $300 million on bounties during the war, could have maintained enlistment numbers and improved troop morale by simply increasing the wages paid to soldiers. In the opinion of many, the troops recruited by bounties did little to win the war. That task was left to soldiers who had volunteered before the creation of the bounty system and who joined the service out of principle rather than greed.

Shortages of seamen also led both sides to issue bounties for long-term naval enlistments. In the Union Navy this could be as much as $300, or two years’ pay, for a three-year enlistment. Bonuses were also paid for reenlistments. Early in 1862, the Confederate Navy offered a $50 bonus to any recruit enlisting for three years or for the duration of the war.
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Boutwell, George Sewall

Birth Date: January 28, 1818

Death Date: February 27, 1905

Influential Massachusetts politician. George Sewall Boutwell was born on January 28, 1818, in Brookline, Massachusetts. He received a fundamental education in the local public schools and went to work at an early age. In 1838 he was appointed clerk of the Chancery Court. Boutwell became interested in politics, joined the Democratic Party, and was appointed postmaster for Groton in 1841. He secured a seat in the Massachusetts House of Representatives in 1842, serving until 1844 and again from 1846 to 1849. He then served as governor (1851–1853).

In 1855 Boutwell helped to organize the Republican Party in his state. In 1860 he attended the Republican National Convention in Chicago, where he supported Abraham Lincoln as the party’s presidential candidate. Boutwell was also a member of the Washington Peace Conference in February 1861 that attempted to avert civil war.

In June 1862, President Lincoln appointed Boutwell to a commission to adjust citizens’ claims against the government for actions taken by Major General John C. Frémont in Missouri. The following month, Lincoln named Boutwell the first commissioner of the Internal Revenue Service. Boutwell organized the agency, developed its first procedures and policies, and published A Manual of the Direct and Excise Tax System of the United States in 1863. In November 1862 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from 1863 to 1869.

In Congress, Boutwell became a Radical Republican, favoring Reconstruction measures in the South following the Civil War. He supported the impeachment of President Andrew Johnson in 1868, chairing the committee that drew up the articles of impeachment. Boutwell also helped draft the Fourteenth Amendment and expressed strong support for the Fifteenth Amendment.

Boutwell became secretary of the treasury in the Ulysses S. Grant administration and served from 1869 until 1873. As secretary, Boutwell’s first act was to draft a bill to reduce the public debt, which quickly became law. He also streamlined and reformed operations within the department.

When Senator Henry Wilson of Massachusetts was elected vice president in November 1872, Boutwell was elected to replace him in the U.S. Senate and served there until 1877. He later served as U.S. consul to Haiti, Hawaii, and Chile. Boutwell died on February 27, 1905, in Groton, Massachusetts.
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Bowen, John Stevens

Birth Date: October 30, 1830

Death Date: July 13, 1863

Confederate officer. John Stevens Bowen was born on October 30, 1830, near Savannah, Georgia. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1853 and began frontier duty as a second lieutenant in July 1854. Bowen resigned his commission in May 1856, and in 1857 he moved to St. Louis, where he served as a captain in the Missouri Militia from 1859 to 1861. In 1860 Bowen helped protect Missourians from raids by Colonel James Montgomery’s Kansas Jayhawkers.

In June 1861 Bowen, now a colonel, called for volunteers for the Confederate 1st Missouri Infantry Regiment. There was an enthusiastic response, as some 40,000 Missourians sought to enlist in the Confederate Army partly in response to the Camp Jackson Affair (May 10, 1861), which many Missourians referred to as the “Camp Jackson Massacre.”

Bowen was promoted to brigadier general on March 14, 1862, and led a brigade under Brigadier General John C. Breckinridge at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was seriously wounded. Upon recovery, Bowen served under Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton in Mississippi. Bowen was advanced to major general on May 25, 1863, after the Battle of Port Gibson (May 1, 1863) in which, although outnumbered three to one, he successfully delayed Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s Army of the Tennessee for nearly 24 hours. Bowen fought effectively in the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863) before being defeated at the First Battle of Big Black River (May 17, 1863) while covering Pemberton’s withdrawal into the Vicksburg defenses. Bowen fell ill with dysentery during the final defense of Vicksburg.

After Vicksburg’s fall in July 1863, Bowen was medically paroled and sent to Raymond, Mississippi, for medical treatment. He died en route near Edwards, Mississippi, on July 13, 1863.

DEBRA J. SHEFFER

See also

Big Black River, First Battle of; Camp Jackson Affair; Champion Hill, Battle of; Missouri; Port Gibson, Battle of; Shiloh, Battle of

Further Reading

Gottschalk, Phil. In Deadly Earnest: The History of the First Missouri Brigade, CSA. Columbia: Missouri River Press, 1991.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Boyce, William Waters

Birth Date: October 24, 1818

Death Date: February 3, 1890

Confederate politician and outspoken opponent of the Jefferson Davis administration. William Waters Boyce was born on October 24, 1818, in Charleston, South Carolina, and was educated at South Carolina College and the University of Virginia, where he studied law. Boyce was admitted to the bar in 1839 and commenced a legal practice in Winnsboro, South Carolina, where he also owned a plantation. In 1846 and 1847 he sat in the South Carolina House of Representatives as a Democrat.

Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, Boyce served from 1853 until 1860. In Congress, he became known for his strong states’ rights views. Boyce also consistently sought to protect Southern rights and advocated the annexation of Cuba, where American slavery could thrive.

After Abraham Lincoln’s election to the presidency in 1860, Boyce became an advocate of secession and urged his state to lead the way. He was appointed a delegate to the Provisional Confederate Congress in January 1861 and served in the two succeeding regular Confederate Congresses through the spring of 1865. Boyce sat on a number of important committees, including the constitutional drafting committee. He did not support Jefferson Davis’s ascension to the Confederate presidency and would in fact become one of Davis’s noisiest detractors during the Civil War.

Boyce frequently criticized the Davis administration’s war program, especially its conscription policies and the suspension of habeas corpus, which he feared would lead to dictatorship. Boyce also urged a greater role for Congress in military affairs, much to the annoyance of Davis, even going so far as to advocate the appointment of a commanding general, thereby diminishing Davis’s role in military decision making.

By late 1863, Boyce began to press for a negotiated settlement to the war as Southern military losses were mounting. The next year, he intensified his efforts to secure a negotiated peace, which alienated some of his South Carolina constituents. When the war ended in a Confederate defeat he returned to South Carolina, but the following year he moved to Washington, D.C., where he practiced law. Boyce died on his estate in Fairfax County, Virginia, on February 3, 1890.
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Boyd, Maria Isabelle

Birth Date: May 9, 1844

Death Date: June 11, 1900

Confederate spy. Maria Isabella Boyd, commonly known as “Belle Boyd,” was born on May 9, 1844, in Martinsburg, Virginia (now West Virginia). Her family sent her to study at Mount Washington Female College in Baltimore, Maryland, from 1856 to 1860. When she returned to Martinsburg in early 1861, the overwhelming majority of people in western Virginia were Unionist in their sentiments. Boyd, however, participated in fund-raising efforts for the Confederacy. After the Union Army occupied Martinsburg in July 1861, Boyd became a spy for the Confederacy. She passed on military information by messenger to Confederate military officials.

On July 4, 1861, while Boyd was living in her family’s Greek Revival mansion, an inebriated Union soldier attempting to replace the Confederate flag flying above her home with the American flag assaulted her mother. Boyd shot and killed the soldier. Arrested and tried for murder, she was acquitted on the defense of justifiable homicide.

In the Shenandoah Valley Campaign of March–June 1862, Boyd provided valuable military information to Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. Operating from the home of her aunt and uncle in Front Royal, Virginia, she frequently learned of Union Army battle plans and troop deployments, which she passed on to Jackson by riding a horse alone at night to Jackson’s camp some 15 miles distant. The intelligence she provided about the movements of Union troops under Brigadier General James Shields was of immense benefit to Jackson, who inflicted more than 7,000 casualties on Union Army troops at a cost of only 2,500 Confederates.
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Maria Isabella “Belle” Boyd was a Confederate spy who provided critical information about Union troop movements during the Civil War, most notably during Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s 1862 Shenandoah Valley Campaign. (Library of Congress)

Following her assistance to Jackson, Boyd was betrayed by her lover and was arrested by Union officials on July 29, 1862. Held in prison for a month, she was released in a prisoner exchange. While visiting Martinsburg in June 1863, she was again arrested and sent to prison for spying. After contracting typhoid fever in prison, she was released on December 1, 1863.

On May 8, 1864, Boyd departed Virginia for North Carolina on board the blockade-runner Greyhound, carrying letters from Confederate president Jefferson Davis to British officials. The U.S. Navy third-rate steamer Connecticut intercepted the Greyhound and escorted it to Boston. During the journey, Boyd and U.S. Navy ensign Samuel Hardinge became lovers, and Hardinge then facilitated Boyd’s escape to England via Canada. After a court-martial and his discharge from the navy, Hardinge went to England, where he married Boyd in August 1864. In 1865 Boyd published an account of her spying activities in a book titled Belle Boyd in Camp and Prison. In 1866 she returned to the United States and became an actress. She died while on tour in Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, on June 11, 1900.
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Boydton Plank Road, Battle of

Start Date: October 27, 1864

End Date: October 28, 1864

Battle fought during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). The battle is also known as the Battle of Burgess’ Mill and First Hatcher’s Run. Determined to cut the Southside Railroad, a critical supply route between Petersburg and Richmond and the remainder of the Confederacy, Union lieutenant general Ulysses S. Grant ordered parts of three infantry corps and one cavalry division (some 43,000 men in all) against General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia along Boydton Plank Road and the Southside Railroad on the Union left. The attacking Union force included two divisions of Major General Winfield Scott Hancock’s II Corps on the left flank as well as Brigadier General David M. Gregg’s cavalry division. These were charged with crossing Hatcher’s Run on the Vaughan Road, then advancing north to Boydton Plank Road. At the same time, Major General John G. Parke’s IX Corps, supported by Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps, would attack the Confederate forces north of Hatcher’s Run. If Parke was successful, Warren was to exploit the penetration.

The Union attack began at 7:30 on the rainy morning of October 27. Hancock and Gregg pushed across Hatcher’s Run and moved around the Confederate flank, reaching Boydton Plank Road at Burgess’ Mill, some 12 miles southeast of Petersburg. Confederate lieutenant general A. P. Hill reacted quickly, however, ordering Major Generals Henry Heth’s and William Mahone’s infantry divisions and Major General Wade Hampton’s cavalry division against the Union troops, but a Union counterattack stabilized the line.

Parke and Warren, meanwhile, were unable to coordinate their assaults, and Confederate major general Cadmus M. Wilcox’s division turned back Parke’s efforts north of Hatcher’s Run. Union reserves under Brigadier General Samuel W. Crawford were also rebuffed.

Grant made a personal reconnaissance of the situation and concluded that with Hancock in effect now cut off and unable to be resupplied or reinforced, the offensive would be called off. Hancock and Gregg withdrew the next day. In the battle, the Union side suffered 1,758 casualties. Confederate losses were 1,300, but Lee could ill afford even such modest losses. This action concluded Union offensive operations around Petersburg for the time being, as both sides went into winter quarters.
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Bradford, Augustus Williamson

Birth Date: January 9, 1802

Death Date: March 1, 1881

Governor of Maryland. Augustus Williamson Bradford was born on January 9, 1802, in Bel Air, Maryland. He graduated from St. Mary’s College in 1824. He subsequently read for the law and began a legal practice in his hometown. Bradford then became involved in state Whig politics and made clear his pro-Union sympathies. Amid the growing secession emergency, Maryland governor Thomas Hicks appointed Bradford a delegate to the February 1861 Washington Peace Conference, a last-ditch effort to avert war. During the talks, Bradford consistently advocated for the preservation of the Union, but in the end the meeting did not avert complete secession and civil war.

With the support of outgoing Governor Hicks and running on the Union Party ticket, Bradford easily captured the governor’s seat in the autumn 1861 election. He took office in January 1862, facing myriad problems. His most difficult task, which plagued his tenure for the duration of the war, was reconciling the rights of Maryland and its citizens with the national dictates emanating from Washington. This tightrope act was made much more difficult because of the strong undercurrent of pro-Confederate sympathies in parts of the state. Bradford successfully negotiated the release of prosecessionist state legislators who had been jailed by federal authorities but found himself sometimes at odds with Washington over the use of Union troops to police local or state issues.

Because of his state’s strategic proximity to Washington, Bradford worked hard to provide adequate defenses, particularly during Confederate forays into the middle and western parts of Maryland. He often called for extra state volunteers and mobilized the state militia when Maryland was threatened or invaded. During one such action in the summer of 1864, Confederate troops burned to the ground his personal home, located outside Baltimore. Bradford also had to deal with a large influx of runaway slaves, which caused tensions among Maryland slave owners, but in 1864 the governor embraced emancipation in the new state constitution, which forbade the institution.

Bradford left office in January 1866. He was exhausted, but his many efforts helped guide Maryland through the political and social minefields of the Civil War. From 1868 until 1869, he was surveyor of the Port of Baltimore. Bradford eventually returned to his law practice before dying on March 1, 1881, in Baltimore.
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Bradley, Amy Morris

Birth Date: September 12, 1823

Death Date: January 14, 1904

Educator and nurse. Amy Morris Bradley was born on September 12, 1823, in Vassalboro, Maine. She was educated in local public schools and at the age of 15 began teaching at private schools and summer country schools to earn money for her tuition at the East Vassalboro Academy. When she was 21, she was named principal of the grammar school at Gardiner, Maine. Health problems, however, compelled her to move to more southern climes, and she subsequently relocated to North Carolina and lived with a brother. In 1853 she went to Costa Rica, where she taught English to wealthy Costa Rican children and opened an English school. When her father died, she returned to Maine.

When the Civil War erupted in 1861, Bradley volunteered as a nurse and was attached to the 3rd Maine Infantry Regiment and later the 5th Maine Infantry Regiment. During the war she earned a reputation as a tireless and dedicated worker, having served in field hospitals, on a hospital ship, and at a convalescent facility in northern Virginia. She also supervised a soldiers’ convalescent home in Washington, D.C. Bradley’s dedication and organizational skills led her to the U.S. Sanitary Commission, for which she ultimately became a special relief agent. In that role, she almost single-handedly transformed numerous filthy, ill-run army hospitals into modern, clean, and well-run facilities. By war’s end, she had won the respect and admiration of many U.S. leaders, both political and military.

When the war was concluded, Bradley settled in Wilmington, North Carolina, to help educate impoverished white students there. In 1867 she established a school in Wilmington, and five years later she opened the Tileston Normal School to train teachers for work in primary and secondary schools in the greater Wilmington area. She remained the chief administrator of the school until ill health forced her to retire in 1891. Bradley died on January 14, 1904, in Wilmington.
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Brady, Mathew

Birth Date: May 18, 1822

Death Date: January 15, 1896

Noted photographer. Born on May 18, 1822, in Warren County, New York, Mathew Brady received little formal education and took up drawing on the advice of an artist friend who later introduced him to the painter-inventor Samuel Morse. Morse showed Brady some of his photographic experiments and also taught him how to take daguerreotypes, an early photographic process used chiefly for portraits. Brady opened his own studio in New York City in 1844, where he soon attracted a large and distinguished clientele. In 1845 Brady decided to produce daguerreotypes of all the famous Americans of his day to preserve their images for posterity. In 1850 he held an exhibition of these portraits and published a book titled Gallery of Illustrious Americans.
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Mathew Brady was well-known for his extensive portrait studios before the Civil War, but his photos of battles, casualties, artillery and camps during the conflict ensured his fame. Brady and his photographers traveled with the Union Army to produce a photographic record of the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

By 1855, Brady was the best-known daguerreotypist in America. His portraits included those of Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, John C. Calhoun, and later Abraham Lincoln. That same year, Brady discovered a wet-plate photographic process and began to use it in his work, abandoning the daguerreotype. His success prompted him to open a second studio in New York City and a third studio in Washington, D.C.

When the Civil War broke out, Brady, who was by now a world-renowned and wealthy photographer, decided to invest $100,000 and produce a photographic record of the war. Together with Alexander Gardner, who managed Brady’s Washington office and served as his chief cameraman, Brady hired and equipped teams of photographers to accompany the Union armies in the field. Brady’s teams photographed nearly every phase of the war. Although the wet-plate process prohibited taking photographs of battles, Brady’s cameramen were able to document a battle’s carnage after the fighting was over. While he did not do any of the actual photography himself, Brady was on the scene supervising his crews after such fierce engagements as the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

Published in weekly magazines and exhibited at his galleries in New York and Washington, where thousands came to view them, Brady’s photographs had a powerful and immediate impact. For the first time, the American public could see for themselves the awful destruction wrought by war. Brady’s massive project turned out to be a financial disaster, however. Obsessed with the undertaking, Brady not only devoted all his resources to the effort but also stopped paying his bills until, his credit exhausted, he had to declare bankruptcy. He was soon forced to give up his New York studios and sell his negatives. In 1875, thanks to the intervention of a politician friend, the government purchased about 2,000 of Brady’s 3,500 war pictures for $25,000. Unable to regain the reputation of his early career, Brady spent his remaining years in relative obscurity, dying in New York City on January 15, 1896.
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Bragg, Braxton

Birth Date: March 22, 1817

Death Date: September 27, 1876

Confederate officer. Braxton Bragg was born on March 22, 1817, in Warrenton, North Carolina. After attending local schools, Bragg graduated 5th in his class of 50 from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1837. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 3rd Artillery Regiment, he was sent to Florida to participate in the removal of the Seminoles. Bragg’s health failed as a result of the conditions and stress, and he spent most of 1838 recovering but nonetheless received promotion to first lieutenant. He also gained a reputation as a rigid and quarrelsome officer. Lacking tact in delicate situations, he made his dissatisfaction known publicly.

In 1845 Bragg was assigned to the Army of Occupation under Major General Zachary Taylor in Texas. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Bragg distinguished himself by his ability to mold raw recruits into disciplined fighting men as well as for his administrative skill, and he was brevetted for bravery in battle and promoted to captain in 1846. He was also hated by his men, some of whom reportedly tried to kill him. Bragg especially distinguished himself as an artillery battery commander in the Battles of Monterrey (September 21–24, 1846) and Buena Vista (February 22–23, 1847), earning brevets to major and lieutenant colonel. Following the war, Bragg became dissatisfied with the lack of progress in his military career. He resigned his commission in 1856 and purchased a sugar plantation in Louisiana.

When Louisiana seceded from the Union in January 1861, Bragg became head of its army. He was appointed a brigadier general in the Confederate Army on March 7, 1861, and sent to Pensacola, quickly turning the inexperienced volunteers into disciplined soldiers. He was promoted to major general on September 12, 1861. Following the fall of Forts Henry and Donelson in February 1862, Bragg led his men from Florida to join the main Confederate Army in the West, concentrating at Corinth, Mississippi.

Bragg distinguished himself in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), in which he commanded a corps of the Army of Mississippi under General Albert Sidney Johnston. Bragg retained the corps command during the Union operations against Corinth (May 3–30). Promoted to full general to date from April 6, he replaced General P. G. T. Beauregard as commander of the vast Department No. 2 and its main field command, which would be redesignated the Army of Tennessee.
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A personal favorite of Confederate president Jefferson Davis, General Braxton Bragg had ability as an organizer. This was, however, offset by personality defects and his poor conduct of military operations. (Library of Congress)

Bragg performed well in Tennessee in the late summer of 1862 and mounted an invasion of Kentucky in connection with forces under Major General Edmund Kirby Smith but was forced to withdraw following the Battle of Perryville (October 8). Bragg fought Union major general William S. Rosecrans’s Army of the Cumberland in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and was defeated. That spring Rosecrans then maneuvered Bragg out of middle Tennessee in the masterful Tullahoma Campaign (July 23–July 3, 1863) and coaxed him out of Chattanooga, but Bragg, reinforced by a corps from the Army of Northern Virginia, caught Rosecrans off guard and defeated him in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20). Bragg, however, failed to follow up the victory, and because he had alienated his men through his harsh discipline and his chief subordinates through his incessant criticism and refusal to accept responsibility for mistakes, his generals urged President Jefferson Davis, Bragg’s close friend, to relieve him, without success. Davis even traveled to Chattanooga to assess the situation in person but determined that the complaints were the work of malcontents and decided to retain Bragg.

Bragg suffered a major defeat in the battle for Chattanooga, especially in the attack on Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1862), largely as a consequence of poor placement of artillery, and he resigned his command under pressure on November 29. Unable to part with his friend, Davis then brought Bragg to Richmond as his military adviser. In this position, Bragg improved conscription and the supply system and reduced corruption.

Sent to Fort Fisher near Wilmington, North Carolina, in October 1864 to defend the Confederacy’s last Atlantic seaport, Bragg bungled the defense. Fort Fisher fell on January 15, 1865, although Bragg managed to extricate most of his force and win the Second Battle of Kinston (March 7–10, 1865). Bragg ended his military career as a subordinate to General Joseph E. Johnston in the Army of Tennessee, which unsuccessfully tried to block William T. Sherman’s march through North Carolina. Bragg’s last action was the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865).

Following the war Bragg, having lost his plantation, worked as superintendent of the waterworks in New Orleans and later worked in an insurance firm. In 1874 he accepted a position as the chief engineer for the Gulf, Colorado, & Santa Fe Railroad. Bragg died in Galveston, Texas, on September 27, 1876.
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Bragg, Edward Stuyvesant

Birth Date: February 20, 1827

Death Date: June 20, 1912

Union officer. Edward Stuyvesant Bragg was born on February 20, 1827, in Unadilla, New York. He graduated from Geneva (now Hobart) College and, after studying law, was admitted to the bar in 1848 and began a legal practice. In 1850 he relocated to Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, where he practiced law and became involved in Democratic politics.

After attending the 1860 Democratic Convention as a delegate, a year later Bragg helped recruit a company that became part of the 6th Wisconsin Infantry. That regiment became part of the storied Iron Brigade, and Bragg took a commission in it as a captain.

Bragg was promoted to major in September 1861 and remained in the Washington, D.C., area until the summer of 1862. Meanwhile, he was advanced to lieutenant colonel in June 1862. Bragg’s first combat came during the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862); within a few weeks, he had taken temporary command of the 6th Wisconsin, which he led efficiently during the Battles of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and Antietam (September 17). After leading his regiment at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Bragg was advanced to colonel on March 10, 1863. He commanded the 6th Wisconsin during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where he was wounded.

Bragg next saw action during the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). During the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Bragg commanded the Iron Brigade and performed ably. He was advanced to brigadier general on June 25, 1864, and saw action at Globe Tavern (August 18–21) and Hatcher’s Run (October 27). He did not see any other major action before mustering out on October 9, 1865.

Bragg returned to Wisconsin, where he practiced law and ran for elected office as a Democrat. After serving in the Wisconsin Senate, he served numerous terms in the U.S. House of Representatives (1877–1883, 1885–1887). In 1888 and 1889, he served as the U.S. minister to Mexico. He later served as consul general to Cuba and Hong Kong. Bragg died in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, on June 20, 1912.
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Bragg, Thomas

Birth Date: November 9, 1810

Death Date: January 19, 1872

Politician and Confederate attorney general (1861–1862). Thomas Bragg, the older brother of future Confederate general Braxton Bragg, was born on November 9, 1810, in Warrenton, North Carolina. Educated at private academies, Thomas Bragg passed the bar in 1833 and became a successful lawyer in Raleigh. He served in the North Carolina House of Commons (1842–1843), as a Northampton County prosecutor, and then as governor of North Carolina (1855–1859). Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1858, he served until 1861, when he resigned his seat.

Appointed as the Confederate attorney general on November 21, 1861, Bragg wrote in his diaries that the job dissatisfied him and that he was particularly frustrated because Confederate president Jefferson Davis rarely consulted him. Bragg resigned in April 1862 and returned to his law practice in Raleigh. Back in North Carolina, he also helped mediate disputes between his state’s government and the Confederacy government. Bragg died on January 19, 1872, in Raleigh, North Carolina.
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Bramlette, Thomas Elliott

Birth Date: January 3, 1817

Death Date: January 12, 1875

Union officer and Kentucky governor (1863–1867). Thomas Elliott Bramlette was born on January 3, 1817, at Elliott’s Cross Roads in Cumberland (present-day Clinton) County, Kentucky. Educated in local schools, he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1837. He opened a law practice in Louisville that same year and in 1841 sat in the Kentucky House of Representatives as a Democrat. In 1848 he was appointed a commonwealth’s attorney, a post he held until 1850. That same year he moved to Columbia, Kentucky, and in 1856 he was elected judge of the Sixth Judicial District.

In 1861 Bramlette resigned his judicial post to raise an infantry regiment—the 3rd Kentucky—of which he was commissioned colonel on July 6. He saw little action, however, and served outside Kentucky only for a short time. On July 13, 1862, Bramlette resigned his commission because of a command dispute; within weeks, President Abraham Lincoln appointed him U.S. district attorney for Kentucky. The following year, Bramlette was about to accept a brigadier general’s commission in the Union Army when pro-Union Democrats in Kentucky asked him to run for governor. Bramlette went on to win the election and took office on September 1, 1863.

While in office, Bramlette strove to support the Union and preserve constitutional prerogatives. As a Democrat, he was sometimes at odds with Lincoln administration policies. Bramlette criticized the January 1, 1863, Emancipation Proclamation, for example, because it went against Lincoln’s earlier pledge not to interfere with slavery where it already existed. Bramlette also balked at recruiting African American soldiers. In addition, he frequently sparred with Union military commanders operating in Kentucky. In the 1864 presidential election, Bramlette campaigned vigorously for Democratic nominee George B. McClellan, who won the state by a large margin.

Bramlette also had to contend with ongoing Confederate guerrillas operating in his state, and in January 1864 he blamed that activity on Confederate sympathizers, whom he vowed to expose and prosecute. When the war ended, the governor moved to grant general pardons to former Confederates who had been indicted in Kentucky courts. Although he reluctantly supported the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, he adamantly opposed the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, which were both rejected by the state legislature. Bramlette also objected to the Freedmen’s Bureau.

Bramlette left office on September 3, 1867, with the state in a generally prosperous position. He returned to Louisville and practiced law before dying in that city on January 12, 1875.
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Branch, Lawrence O’Bryan

Birth Date: November 28, 1820

Death Date: September 17, 1862

Confederate officer. Born on November 28, 1820, in Halifax County, North Carolina, Lawrence O’Bryan Branch was orphaned and raised by his uncle John Branch, the governor of North Carolina. Lawrence Branch was well educated, attending Bingham Military Academy, the University of North Carolina, and then Princeton University, from which he was graduated in 1838.

Branch’s career prior to the Civil War included law practices in Tennessee, Florida, and North Carolina, a newspaper ownership, and the presidency of a railroad company. Branch also served as a Democrat from North Carolina in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1855 to 1861.

When North Carolina seceded from the Union, Branch returned home. After serving briefly as quartermaster general and paymaster general of the state, Branch was commissioned colonel of the 33rd North Carolina Infantry Regiment on September 20, 1861. On November 16 he was promoted to brigadier general and placed in charge of the District of the Pamlico, which included that portion of coastal North Carolina between Albemarle Sound and the Neuse River, including the ports of Beaufort and Fort Macon.

Lacking adequate manpower and supplies, Branch nevertheless diligently tried to improve the fortifications protecting New Bern, the state’s second-largest city. On March 14, 1862, approximately 10,000 Union soldiers led by Brigadier General Ambrose E. Burnside attacked New Bern and its 4,000 defenders under Branch’s command. Outflanked and outnumbered, Branch’s men were forced to withdraw.

Branch then commanded a brigade of North Carolina troops as the entire Department of North Carolina was reorganized. His command was ordered to Virginia in May 1862 and was assigned to Major General A. P. Hill’s Light Division. Branch commanded his brigade during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30), and in the operations at Harpers Ferry in early September. Branch arrived with his men on the Antietam battlefield late on September 17. As he was conferring with Hill, Branch was shot in the head and died instantly.
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Brandon, William Lindsay

Birth Date: ca. 1801

Death Date: October 8, 1890

Confederate officer. William Lindsay Brandon was born circa 1801 in Adams County, Mississippi. Because his family records were destroyed in a house fire, little is known about his birth or early years, although he apparently attended the College of New Jersey and may have studied medicine. By the time of the Civil War, Brandon was a successful Mississippi planter. In the spring of 1861, he was elected lieutenant colonel of the 21st Mississippi Infantry Regiment, despite his relatively advanced age.

Brandon saw action during part of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was severely wounded at the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862). After nearly a yearlong recovery, he rejoined his old unit and was present for the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He was soon thereafter elevated to colonel of the 21st Mississippi and performed capably.

Serving on detached duty in the Army of Northern Virginia, Brandon saw combat at Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and during the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). On June 18, 1864, he was advanced to brigadier general and dispatched to Mississippi, where he became head of the Conscription Bureau, a posting that he resented because he saw no military action. He nevertheless remained in the position until war’s end. Brandon subsequently returned to his plantation, Arcole, in Wilkinson County, Mississippi, where he died on October 8, 1890.
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Brandy Station, Battle of

Event Date: June 9, 1863

Large cavalry battle. In the spring of 1863, both Confederate general Robert E. Lee, commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, and Union major general Joseph Hooker, commander of the Army of the Potomac, were preparing to resume the offensive. “Fighting Joe” Hooker was determined to engage and defeat Lee, and upon taking up his command in January 1863, Hooker had reorganized, trained, reequipped, and significantly improved the morale of the Army of the Potomac. Lee, meanwhile, was preparing the invasion of the North that would culminate in the Battle of Gettysburg.

The two armies faced one another in the vicinity of Rappahannock, Virginia, with the Army of the Potomac north of the Rappahannock River and the Army of Northern Virginia south of it. As both sides prepared to take the offensive, cavalry would play a major role. Major General J. E. B. Stuart commanded Lee’s well-organized and well-led cavalry. Hooker, meanwhile, had worked to improve his own cavalry and had consolidated its dispersed units into the new Cavalry Corps. Nonetheless, Hooker’s faulty employment of the cavalry (sending it wide to disrupt Lee’s lines of communication rather than using it to screen his army) was a major factor in the Union defeat in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). On May 20, Brigadier General Alfred Pleasanton assumed command of the Cavalry Corps.

With numerous reports that Stuart’s cavalry was massing in the vicinity of Culpeper Court House, political leaders in Washington grew alarmed about a possible Confederate raid on the U.S. capital. In response to this pressure, Hooker developed a detailed plan to engage and destroy the Confederate horsemen. Hooker ordered Pleasanton’s Cavalry Corps, accompanied by two brigades of infantry, to attack and defeat the Confederate cavalry at Culpeper. For this effort, Hooker committed a substantial force of 11,000 men.
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Union officers at Brandy Station, Virginia, in April 1864. The Battle of Brandy Station, fought on June 9, 1863, was the largest cavalry engagement in the history of North America and for the U.S. Army and marked the beginning of the Gettysburg Campaign. (Library of Congress)

Brigadier General John Buford commanded the Union right wing (5,418 men), consisting of his own 1st Cavalry Division and an infantry brigade. He would cross the Rappahannock at Beverly Ford. Brigadier General David McMurtrie Gregg’s left wing (5,563 men) consisted of his 3rd Cavalry Division and Colonel Alfred N. A. Duffié’s 2nd Cavalry Division, also with an infantry brigade. The left wing would cross to the south at Kelly’s Ford. The Union plan called for Buford and Gregg to unite at Brandy Station on the Orange & Alexandria Railroad and then drive on Culpeper. At the same time, after it crossed the Rappahannock Duffié’s 2nd Division would move south to Stevensburg to protect the Union left flank.

Screened by morning mist, the Union troopers came across the Rappahannock at first light on June 9. Although Confederate pickets soon gave the alarm, Stuart was caught largely by surprise. Indeed, his chief preoccupation in the previous days had been the organization of two grand cavalry reviews on June 5 and June 8, for which he was subsequently much criticized. Stuart nonetheless rallied quickly and concentrated his scattered troopers.

The resulting battle was, however, a widely dispersed and confused action that extended over a 70-square-mile area. The two sides were evenly matched. Each disposed about 8,000 cavalry, although Pleasanton enjoyed the considerable advantage of having the 3,000 infantry, while Stuart had no infantry under his control. Pleasanton also had more guns: six batteries of six 3-inch ordnance rifles each. Stuart deployed five batteries of four guns each (a mix of rifled and smoothbore guns, ranging from 6- to 24-pounders).

The ensuing battle is diffuse and difficult to follow, but Stuart rushed reinforcements forward, and much of the fighting occurred with the two sides dismounted. Buford’s men caught by surprise and quickly pushed in Confederate brigadier general William E. “Grumble” Jones’s brigade, taking a number of Southerners prisoner. Jones nonetheless rallied his men and resisted the Union advance. Brigadier General Wade Hampton led his brigade to support Jones, and the 12th Virginia mounted a fierce counterattack. Fighting was hot and heavy, with troopers wielding pistols and sabers at close quarters as each side mounted charges. Artillery fire added to the chaos.

Although the Confederates were finally able to contain and drive back Buford, Gregg then arrived from the south to renew the fight. Farther south, Duffié’s division engaged two Confederate regiments. When Pleasanton sighted Confederate infantry moving up, however, he ordered a general Union retirement back across the Rappahannock.

Although the Confederates were left in possession of the field, the battle was largely a draw. The Union side suffered 865 casualties (89 dead), with 763 of these from among the cavalry regiments. Confederate losses were fewer: 582 (72 killed). The Battle of Brandy Station marked the beginning of Lee’s Gettysburg Campaign.

The South had to this point in the war enjoyed a marked advantage in cavalry, but the Union troopers fought well in the battle, and in effect the battle marked the rise of the Union cavalry and the corresponding decline of the Confederate cavalry. Although both sides in the war increasingly employed cavalry en masse, it would never again be on this scale. The Battle of Brandy Station was not only the largest cavalry battle of the Civil War but was also the largest cavalry engagement in the history of North America and for the U.S. Army.
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Brannan, John Milton

Birth Date: July 1, 1819

Death Date: December 10, 1892

Union officer. John Milton Brannan was born on July 1, 1819, in Washington, D.C. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841 and was posted to the artillery as a second lieutenant. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1847, he was brevetted captain for his service in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). A captain since 1854, following the beginning of the Civil War he was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers in September 1861 and subsequently held numerous territorial and field commands in the Southeast. His quick action preserved Fort Taylor at Key West, Florida, for the Union, and he distinguished himself during an engagement near Jacksonville. In late 1862 he was assigned an infantry division under Major General William S. Rosecrans in the Army of the Cumberland.

Brannan saw action during the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and the Chickamauga Campaign (August–September 1863). He performed well during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), but his association with this Union disaster resulted in the loss of his infantry command shortly afterward.

Appointed chief of artillery for the Army of the Cumberland, Brannan participated in the fighting at Chattanooga (November 1863) and in all of the battles of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). He remained in Atlanta after its fall to Union forces in order to supervise the construction of Union defensive works there. Thereafter, he performed administrative tasks until war’s end. On January 23, 1865, Brannan was brevetted through major general in the regular and volunteer organizations and mustered out of the volunteers in 1866.

Brannan remained in the regular army after the war as a major in the artillery. He was promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1877 and to colonel in 1881 and retired in 1882. Brannan died on December 10, 1892, in New York City.
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Brantley, William Felix

Birth Date: March 12, 1830

Death Date: November 2, 1870

Confederate officer. Born in Greene County, Alabama, on March 12, 1830, William Felix Brantley moved to Mississippi with his family at an early age. He studied law, opened his own law practice, and soon became involved in local politics. In 1861 he represented Choctaw County as a delegate to the Mississippi Secession Convention, where he voted for secession. He then entered Confederate service as a captain of a local company, the Wigfall Rifles, which became Company D of the 15th Mississippi Infantry.

Wounded in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Brantley later became colonel of the 29th Mississippi Infantry. He was wounded again at Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) but returned to lead his regiment at Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863). He took part in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and was advanced to brigadier general to date from July 26, 1864. He was then attached to Lieutenant General Stephen D. Lee’s corps and saw action during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). Brantley surrendered with General Joseph Johnston at Durham Station, North Carolina, in April 1865.

At the conclusion of the war, Brantley returned to Greensboro, Mississippi, financially ruined. He worked to reestablish his once-thriving legal practice and again became involved in local politics. In what became one of the most legendary crimes of the region, the former general was shot and killed in an ambush on November 2, 1870, as he rode alone in a carriage down a country road near Greensboro. Although there were a number of suspects, including political enemies and members of a family with whom the Brantleys had a long-standing feud, authorities never solved the crime.
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Bratton, John

Birth Date: March 7, 1831

Death Date: January 12, 1898

Confederate officer. John Bratton was born on March 7, 1831, in Winnsboro, South Carolina, and studied at Mount Zion College and South Carolina College before earning a medical degree from the Medical College of Charleston in 1853. He then established a medical practice. In the spring of 1861, he enlisted as a private in the 6th South Carolina Infantry Regiment and was promptly advanced to captain.

In the spring of 1862, Bratton was promoted to colonel of the 6th South Carolina, which he led ably at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), during which he was wounded and taken prisoner. Exchanged in the autumn, he returned to his regiment, now part of the Army of Northern Virginia, and saw action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

Bratton and his regiment were on hand in Virginia for the Siege of Suffolk (April 11–May 4, 1863), and for part of the campaign he had charge of a brigade that had been commanded by Brigadier Micah Jenkins. In June, Bratton’s regiment was detailed to Richmond, where it remained until midsummer. In the autumn of 1863, Bratton’s command was dispatched to Georgia under Lieutenant General James Longstreet, and participated in the Chickamauga, Chattanooga, and Knoxville Campaigns (September–November 1863).

After Jenkins’s death during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Bratton assumed command of his brigade and was advanced to brigadier general to date from May 6, 1864. Bratton had doubts about taking up the command, owing to his lack of previous military experience and his dislike of command duties, but he soon proved himself. Indeed, he was given the sobriquet “Old Reliable” for his steady performance. He saw action during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and was again wounded at Darbytown Road on October 7, 1864. When he surrendered at Appomattox Court House in April 1865, Bratton’s brigade was the only Confederate unit still largely intact.

After the war Bratton eschewed medicine, instead becoming a farmer in South Carolina. He also entered politics, serving in the South Carolina Senate in 1866 and as comptroller general in 1881. From December 1884 until March 1885, he sat in the U.S. House of Representatives. Bratton died on January 12, 1898, in Winnsboro, South Carolina.
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Breckinridge, John Cabell

Birth Date: January 15, 1821

Death Date: May 17, 1875

Politician, Confederate officer, and Confederate secretary of war. Born on January 15, 1821, near Lexington, Kentucky, John Cabell Breckinridge attended Centre College, the College of New Jersey (Princeton University), and Transylvania College to study law before establishing his own law practice in Lexington. He served as a major in a Kentucky volunteer regiment during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) but saw no action. In 1849 he was elected to the state legislature as a proslavery Democrat. He then served in the U.S. House of Representatives during 1851–1855. Tremendously popular, he became James Buchanan’s vice presidential running mate in 1856 and served as vice president of the United States during 1857–1861.

When the Democratic Party split in 1860 over the issue of slavery, Breckinridge attempted to remain above the fray. However, when the Southern faction of the party met in Baltimore and nominated him as its candidate, he accepted. During the campaign, he voiced his support for the Union but maintained that the Constitution did not give Congress legislative authority over slavery in the territories. In the election he received 72 electoral votes, all from the South, but lost the election to Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln.

After Lincoln’s election, Breckinridge attempted to remain neutral. He believed that states had the right to secede, but he did not think that secession was necessary in 1861. He also believed that the federal government could not use force to coerce a state to remain in the Union.

As a new member of the U.S. Senate in early 1861, Breckinridge refused to support Lincoln’s call for troops to put down the Southern rebellion. After Union troops drove Confederate forces from Kentucky, Breckinridge fled south and joined the Confederate Army in late 1861. The federal government immediately indicted Breckinridge for treason because he had gone over to the rebel side from a state that had not seceded. Commissioned a brigadier general in December 1861 and major general on April 14, 1862, Breckinridge commanded a corps at Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and during subsequent Union operations against Corinth, Mississippi, later in 1862. He then led a division at Vicksburg, occupied Port Hudson, and conducted an unsuccessful attack to recapture Baton Rouge (August 5, 1862). His command missed the Confederate invasion of Kentucky in the autumn but was mauled in ill-advised assaults at Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). Sent to aid in the relief of Vicksburg, Breckinridge participated in the fighting at Jackson, Mississippi (July 9–16, 1863) before joining the Army of Tennessee for the Battles of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). As commander of the Department of Southwest Virginia, he directed Confederate forces in their victory at New Market (May 15, 1864). He then fought at Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), took part in Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s raid on Washington (June 28–July 21, 1864) and then fought against Union forces under Major General Philip A. Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley.

In February 1865, Confederate president Jefferson Davis named Breckinridge secretary of war. At this point in the conflict, the new secretary’s chief concern was to attain an honorable Confederate surrender. He supervised the evacuation of Richmond and fled with most of Davis’s cabinet to North Carolina, where he helped negotiate surrender terms for General Joseph Johnston’s army with Union major general William T. Sherman. With an indictment still out for his arrest on charges of treason, Breckinridge was in grave danger. After more than two months of eluding Union troops, he managed to flee to Cuba. Supported by English admirers and prosperous Southern expatriates, he lived in Europe until 1868 and then moved to Toronto, Canada. On Christmas Day 1868, President Andrew Johnson issued a general amnesty proclamation, and Breckinridge’s long years of exile ended. He returned to Kentucky in March 1869 and spent his last years practicing law and serving as vice president of the Elizabethtown, Lexington & Big Sandy Railroad. Breckinridge died on May 17, 1875, in Lexington, Kentucky.
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John Cabell Breckinridge of Kentucky fought in the Mexican-American War, served as vice president of the United States (1857–1861). He provided highly effective service as a major general in the Confederate Army as commander of the Department of Southwestern Virginia before becoming secretary of war at the end of the conflict in February 1865. (Library of Congress)
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Breckinridge, Margaret E.

Birth Date: March 24, 1832

Death Date: July 27, 1864

Nurse and member of the U.S. Sanitary Commission. Margaret E. Breckinridge was born on March 24, 1832, in Philadelphia. Her cousin was former U.S. vice president and Confederate major general John C. Breckinridge. Her parents had died by the time she was six years old, and she went to live with her grandparents in Princeton, New Jersey, where she was educated in local schools and by a private tutor.

After the Civil War began, Breckinridge took up nursing. The fact that she was not married and had independent means of support bolstered her decision. In 1862 she traveled to Lexington, Kentucky, where she took up nursing duties at Union Hospital. During her tenure there, Confederate troops occupied the city for several weeks, and the ensuing fighting resulted in many casualties. When the Confederates withdrew in the autumn of 1862, Breckinridge took work on a relief boat sponsored by the Sanitary Commission. She cared for wounded troops being transported from Vicksburg, Mississippi, to St. Louis.

Although she served on just two boat trips, her heroism and connection to John C. Breckinridge captured headlines through the North. By March 1863, however, the ailing Margaret Breckinridge, overcome by exhaustion, returned east to her family. She spent a number of months convalescing in Philadelphia and then trained as a surgical nurse in Philadelphia’s venerable Episcopal Hospital. In the early summer of 1864 Breckinridge’s illness, which to this day is unknown, returned, and she died on July 27, 1864, in Niagara Falls, New York. It is believed that she contracted a communicable disease while caring for troops, probably typhoid or some similar illness.
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Breckinridge, Robert Jefferson

Birth Date: March 8, 1800

Death Date: December 27, 1871

Kentucky educator, politician, and minister. Robert Jefferson Breckinridge was born on March 8, 1800, at Cabell’s Dale, Kentucky. He was the uncle of U.S. vice president and Confederate major general John C. Breckinridge. Robert Breckinridge attended the College of New Jersey (Princeton) and Yale University before graduating from Union College (New York) in 1819. He then married and became a farmer. Beginning in the mid-1820s, he served in the state legislative assembly. After studying for the clergy, in 1832 he was ordained a Presbyterian minister.

Breckinridge served for a time as a pastor in Baltimore and then in Lexington, Kentucky, before becoming president of Jefferson College (Pennsylvania) in 1845. After a controversial tenure, he resigned in 1847 and became superintendent of Kentucky public schools. Thereafter, he secured a position as professor of theology at the Danville (Kentucky) Theological Seminary, producing numerous books and writings on theological issues.

Throughout this time, Breckinridge nurtured rather unconventional views on slavery and abolition. While he opposed slavery on moral grounds, he owned several slaves. He supported compensated emancipation, however, and the overseas colonization of ex-slaves. In 1833 he used his political and religious stature to ensure passage of the 1833 Non-Importation Law, which restricted the number of slaves that could be brought into Kentucky. Thereafter he cofounded the Friends of Emancipation, an organization in which members pledged to free children of their slaves when they became 21 years old. Breckinridge flirted with the Know-Nothing Party and was on record as being concerned about the impact of immigrants, especially Catholics.

On January 4, 1861, as the secession crisis unfolded, Breckinridge gave a celebrated speech in Lexington in which he enumerated the positions of Unionists such as himself. In the meantime, some of his sons joined the Confederate Army, while other sons joined the Union Army.

Although he supported the Union and decried secession, Breckinridge strongly opposed the Emancipation Proclamation, believing it to be both morally and constitutionally objectionable. He also feared that the proclamation could weaken pro-Union sentiments in his home state. When the Abraham Lincoln administration announced its intent to enlist African American soldiers, Breckinridge strenuously objected, although he would later reverse his stance late in the war when guerrilla activity threatened Kentucky.

By 1864, Breckinridge came to resist the radicalism of pro-Unionists such as Governor Thomas Bramlette and campaigned against Bramlette in speeches given around the state. After the war, Breckinridge returned to his professorship and died on December 27, 1871, in Danville, Kentucky.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Abolitionism and the Civil War; Bramlette, Thomas Elliott; Emancipation Proclamation; Kentucky

Further Reading

Brown, Kent Masterson. The Civil War in Kentucky: Battle for the Bluegrass. Mason City, IA: Savas, 2000.

Klotter, James C. The Breckinridges of Kentucky. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1986.

_______________________

Brentwood, Battle of

Event Date: March 25, 1863

Engagement of a Confederate cavalry raid into middle Tennessee. Brentwood is located in Williamson County in middle Tennessee, between Nashville and Franklin. In March 1863 this village on the Nashville & Decatur Railroad (also known as the Tennessee & Alabama Railroad) was an important Union supply depot and a source of food and livestock held by some 800 Union troops under Lieutenant Colonel Edward Bloodgood. The largest body of men was near the railroad depot in Brentwood, while some 200 other soldiers held a fortified stockade south of town, guarding the bridge over the Little Harpeth River.

In late March 1863 Brigadier General Nathan B. Forrest asked for and received permission from commander of the Cavalry Corps of the Confederate Army of Tennessee Major General Earl Van Dorn to attack Brentwood with two brigades. One of several Confederate cavalry attacks against Union garrisons in middle Tennessee that spring, it followed the Confederate victory at Thompson’s Station on March 5 and rebuff at Vaught’s Hill on March 20.

Forrest sent his men toward Brentwood in two columns, the first under Colonel James W. Starnes and the second under Brigadier General Frank C. Armstrong. Forrest accompanied the latter. On March 24 he ordered Starnes to cross the Little Harpeth River and proceed toward Brentwood, tearing up track and destroying telegraph lines between the village and Franklin. Starnes was also to cut off any Union retreat toward Nashville. Armstrong’s brigade and two guns would join Starnes at dawn on March 25 for a joint assault on the Union garrison.

Starnes’s men, however, failed to capture Union sentries, who were thus able to warn the garrison and subsequently alert Major General Gordon Granger at Franklin, who dispatched 600–700 Union cavalry under Brigadier General Green Cay Smith toward Brentwood.

The crossing south of the Little Harpeth River proved difficult with the artillery and prevented Armstrong’s brigade from joining Starnes in time for the planned dawn attack the next day. Starnes, believing that his force was not strong enough to proceed alone, waited until 7:30 a.m. on March 25 and then withdrew, only to learn later that Forrest had approached by another road.

Arriving at Brentwood to find Starnes gone, Forrest nonetheless attacked with Armstrong’s brigade and the artillery. Bloodgood rejected Forrest’s customary initial demand for immediate and unconditional surrender, after which no quarter would be given. After about a half hour, now completely surrounded and under artillery fire, Bloodgood surrendered his men in the town.

Forrest then rode the two miles south of Brentwood to the Union stockade, commanded by Captain Elisha Basset. Cut off and shelled, Basset also surrendered. The raiders then burned the bridge over the Little Harpeth and proceeded westward with as many as 800 Union prisoners and a number of wagons with captured supplies.

Smith’s Union cavalrymen, however, pursued the Confederates and caught up with them a few miles west of the stockade. During an hour-long engagement, the Union troopers pushed back the Confederates and retook some of the captured supply wagons and prisoners. Fortunately for Forrest, Colonel Starnes’s brigade then suddenly arrived and charged. Now outnumbered, the Union troopers were halted and driven back. The Confederates then retook the prisoners lost earlier, along with many of the wagons, before escaping.

In the engagements of March 25, Confederate losses were 4 killed, 16 wounded, and 39 captured or missing. Union losses were 4 killed, 19 wounded, and 4 missing in Smith’s force, plus some 785 soldiers and teamsters captured at Brentwood and soldiers taken at Harpeth Bridge.
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Brevard, Theodore Washington, Jr.

Birth Date: August 26, 1835

Death Date: June 20, 1882

Confederate officer. Born in Tuskegee, Alabama, on August 26, 1835, Theodore Washington Brevard Jr. studied law at the University of Virginia. He later moved to Florida and gained admittance to that state’s bar in 1858. Soon afterward, he was elected to the Florida House of Representatives. In 1860 Governor Madison Starke Perry commissioned Brevard adjutant general and inspector general of the Florida Militia.

Resigning on July 8, 1861, Brevard enlisted in the Confederate Army, becoming captain of Company D, 2nd Florida Infantry Regiment. After fighting at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862) in Virginia, he returned to Florida. On August 14, 1862, he was offered a major’s commission if he could raise a cavalry battalion for Florida’s defense. Accordingly, he recruited four companies of mounted men known as Brevard’s Partisan Rangers. They patrolled the countryside and harassed Union posts in and around Jacksonville during 1863. Brevard was promoted to lieutenant colonel on June 24, 1863, and his command, which now included an additional company, was renamed the 1st Florida Battalion.

In May 1864, Brevard’s battalion joined the Army of Northern Virginia as part of Brigadier General Joseph Finegan’s Florida Brigade. Brevard led his men in desperate hand-to-hand combat in the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), and in August he was promoted to colonel and received command of the 11th Florida Infantry Regiment.

On March 22, 1865, Brevard became the last brigadier general appointed by Confederate president Jefferson Davis. However, word of the promotion did not reach Brevard before the Confederate surrender on April 9, 1865, and his commission was never confirmed. A U.S. cavalry regiment under Brigadier General George A. Custer captured Brevard and his entire command at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865). Brevard was sent to Johnson’s Island Prison in Ohio and was paroled on July 25, 1865.

After the war, Brevard resumed his law practice in Tallahassee, Florida. He died there on June 20, 1882.
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Brevet Rank

An honorary rank bestowed upon a military officer. The term “brevet” originated in France and came to mean a commission. The English adopted the term in the mid-1600s, also as a means of special patronage and promotion. Brevet ranks were bestowed for extraordinary service or heroism in battle and, for a time, for years in rank. Although largely honorary, brevet ranks could serve a substantive purpose when an officer was appointed to command at his brevet rank, which allowed authorities to circumvent issues of seniority or to bypass a ranking but less effective officer.

Both the British Army and the Continental Army employed brevet ranks during the American Revolutionary War. Brevet rank was first authorized for the U.S. Army in the Articles of War of 1806, was employed during the War of 1812, and continued during the Mexican-American War, when it caused sufficient unrest among the officers in the army that President James K. Polk was forced to issue a declaration to the effect that brevet rank was inferior to actual rank. During the Mexican-American War, Second Lieutenant Ulysses S. Grant received two brevet promotions, advancing him to brevet captain.

Usually an officer with a brevet rank was permitted to employ that title but did not receive the higher pay. The exception to this was when a higher-ranking officer was not present and the brevet officer was fulfilling his duties. As a recognition of meritorious performance, brevet ranks were permanent aspects of an officer’s record, but in instances when officers were called upon to command at the brevet rank, the activation of the brevet rank was temporary. Finally, for much of the antebellum period, graduates of the U.S. Military Academy received the rank of brevet second lieutenant and might serve many months before garnering the full rank.

The Civil War witnessed an enormous number of awarded brevets, with some 4,000 given to more than 2,000 Union officers. There were also a number of brevets awarded to officers in volunteer units and militias. One estimate is that there were some 1,400 Union officers holding brevet ranks of brigadier general and major general, without ever achieving full rank. The possibility existed of an individual holding four separate ranks: actual volunteer rank, brevet volunteer rank, actual regular rank, and brevet regular army rank. An outstanding example of this phenomenon was R. S. Mackenzie, who at the end of the war was a brigadier general of volunteers and a major general of volunteers by brevet; he also owned brevets through major general in the regular army, although his substantive regular rank was captain. George Armstrong Custer was a major general of volunteers at the end of the Civil War but became a lieutenant colonel in the postwar regular army, but since he held the regular army brevet of major general, he continued to refer to himself as a general.

The U.S. Marine Corps also made use of brevet ranks during the Civil War and thereafter until World War I. The Marine Corps actually submitted brevet promotions to Congress for confirmation. In the 1920s, the Marine Corps created the now-obsolete Brevet Medal to recognize those officers who were awarded brevet commissions subsequently confirmed by Congress. The medal ranked directly below the Medal of Honor and ahead of the Navy Cross. Only several dozen were awarded.

The Confederate Army did not employ brevet ranks during the Civil War. The practice of brevet ranks was largely discontinued after the Civil War, although a few were awarded during the Indian Wars, the Spanish-American War, and World War I. Temporary and permanent ranks were applied during World War II.
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Brice’s Crossroads, Battle of

Event Date: June 10, 1864

Cavalry engagement in Mississippi. In early May 1864, Major General William T. Sherman, commanding the Union Division of the Mississippi, took the offensive in northwestern Georgia with the objective of capturing Atlanta. Sherman was greatly concerned about the security of the single-track Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad that was supplying his force of more than 100,000 men. Anxious to protect it from raids by Confederate cavalry under Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest then based in northern Mississippi, Sherman ordered Brigadier General Samuel D. Sturgis to find and defeat Forrest.

On June 2, Sturgis departed Memphis with 8,100 cavalry and infantry and 22 guns manned by 400 artillerymen. Forrest had already set out to raid the railroad when he was informed of the Union movement and was recalled on June 6. Forrest then sent out patrols to locate the Union force. Slowed by rains that turned the roads into muddy tracks, on the night of June 9 Sturgis camped nine miles northwest of Brice’s Crossroads. Informed by his patrols of Sturgis’s presence, Forrest decided to meet the Federals at Brice’s Crossroads and ordered his men to concentrate there.

Brigadier General Benjamin H. Grierson commanded the 3,100 cavalry in Sturgis’s force and was leading the advance when he ran into Forrest’s 3,000 men at Brice’s Crossroads. Forrest’s men halted the Union cavalry, and Sturgis then ordered his infantry forward. Exhausted and suffering from the heat, they were easily broken and forced to retreat. Although he was outnumbered nearly 3 to 1, Forrest then carried out a brilliant double envelopment that forced the Federals back across Tishomingo Creek. The Federals panicked and that evening abandoned most of their artillery and wagons in a dash beyond Ripley. The Federals suffered 2,240 casualties (223 killed, 394 wounded, and 1,623 missing or captured) and lost 16 cannon, 1,500 small arms, and 192 wagons. Confederate casualties numbered only 96 killed and 396 wounded in what many consider to be Forrest’s greatest victory.
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Bright, Jesse David

Birth Date: December 18, 1812

Death Date: May 20, 1875

Indiana politician and U.S. senator (1845–1862). Jesse David Bright was born on December 18, 1812, in Norwich, New York, and in 1820 he moved with his family to Madison, Indiana. Although he possessed a limited education and a coarse manner, Bright proved to be a ruthless politician and an expert organizer, rising quickly to financial and political prominence. In 1843 he was elected Indiana’s lieutenant governor, and in 1845 he won election to the U.S. Senate, holding the seat until 1862. On three separate occasions, he served as president pro tempore.

A proslavery Democrat, Bright kept slaves on land he owned in Kentucky. During his Senate years, he was the most powerful figure of the Indiana Democratic Party, maintaining authority through a political machine that demanded loyalty to him. He was also an intraparty rival of Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois, whom Bright criticized for his more moderate stance on slavery.

Bright’s national political career came to an inglorious end on February 5, 1862, when he was among 14 senators expelled; Bright was the only senator from a Northern state who was expelled. In August 1861 a letter dated March 1, 1861, was discovered wherein Bright had written an introduction for an arms dealer to Confederate president Jefferson Davis. In addition, Bright had addressed Davis as “president of the Confederacy,” acknowledging the otherwise illegal office. With the letter as evidence, the Senate charged Bright with Southern sympathies and expelled him in February 1862. Union authorities soon confiscated his estate in Port Hudson, Indiana, turning the grounds into Jefferson General Hospital. Bright unsuccessfully attempted to reclaim his Senate seat in 1863, and following that defeat he moved to Kentucky, serving in the Kentucky House of Representatives from 1867 to 1871. In 1874 he moved to Baltimore, Maryland, where he died on May 20, 1875.
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Bright, John

Birth Date: November 16, 1811

Death Date: March 27, 1889

British politician and outspoken advocate of the Union during the Civil War. John Bright was born into a Quaker family on November 16, 1811, in Rochdale, Lancashire, England, and was educated in various Quaker schools. In 1827 he began working for his family’s cotton mill business but became involved in local politics in the early 1830s. Identifying with the more radical wing of the Liberal Party, Bright joined the Anti-Corn League and soon became one of its most ardent and eloquent members. The league sought to remove protective tariffs on agricultural products, especially grain (known in England as corn), thereby reducing the cost of food. In so doing, he formed an enduring political and personal relationship with fellow radical Richard Cobden.

In 1843 Bright took a seat in the House of Commons representing Durham. In 1847 he began representing Manchester. A brilliant orator, Bright worked hard to repeal the Corn Laws, which occurred in 1846. Bright also took up the mantel of other radical-Liberal reforms, including expanded suffrage, free trade, and a less confrontational foreign policy.

Bright had been a longtime enthusiast of the United States, seeing it as an ideal example of a democratic experiment in which middle-class values could thrive. Not surprisingly, he immediately voiced his support for the Union when the Civil War began in 1861. He not only identified with the political philosophy of the North, but as a Quaker he was firmly opposed to slavery, which he believed would soon be eradicated. Throughout the conflict, Bright sought to prevent the Lord Palmerston government from recognizing the Confederacy or mediating the conflict, a development that Bright believed would aid the Confederacy by default. During the late 1861 Trent Affair, Bright and his ally Cobden counseled caution, believing that international arbitration of the dispute was far better than war between Britain and the Americans.

Because Bright had limited access to the Palmerston government, he took his case directly to the British people, going on an extended speaking tour during which he addressed largely working-class Britons on the benefits of aiding the Union cause. During his orations, he frequently compared abolitionism in the United States to Britons’ labor rights. Although Bright’s campaign had negligible impact on Palmerston’s policies, it did form the basis of a long-standing coalition between radical Liberalism and trade unionism in Great Britain.

By the end of the Civil War in 1865, Bright was practically a household name in Britain, especially among radicals and the working class. He used his name recognition to urge an expanded franchise, which ironically came about during the subsequent Conservative government. In 1868 upon the return to power of the Liberals, Bright served as president of the Board of Trade, a post he held until 1870. In 1873–1874 he was chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. He again held the office during 1880–1882. Bright also served as lord rector of the University of Glasgow. He was committed to continued economic and political reform, but his health began to fail during the 1880s. Bright died in Rochdale, Lancashire, on March 27, 1889.
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Bristoe Campaign

Start Date: October 9, 1863

End Date: October 20, 1863

Campaign in and around Bristoe Station in northern Virginia. In early October 1863, Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s offensive to strike at Union major general George G. Meade’s Army of the Potomac reached a climax in the vicinity of Bristoe Station, Virginia. To capitalize on the transfer of two of Meade’s corps to Major General William S. Rosecrans in the West, Lee planned to march his two corps to turn Meade out of his defensive position near Culpeper, Virginia, and the Rapidan River and then strike him on the move. To cover his circuitous movement to the west of Meade, Lee ordered Brigadier General John D. Imboden’s cavalry brigade to occupy the mountain passes, Major General Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry division to occupy a position south of the Rapidan until Meade retreated, and Major General J. E. B. Stuart to protect the army’s right flank with Major General Wade Hampton’s division. Hampton at the time was still recovering from wounds he received at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

On October 9 the corps under the command of Lieutenant Generals A. P. Hill and Richard S. Ewell crossed the Rapidan River and marched to Madison Courthouse, which they reached the next day. Union observers detected the movement, and Meade began to withdraw north, generally along the line of the Orange & Alexandria Railroad. Fitzhugh Lee and Stuart both engaged Union cavalry at Brandy Station, driving the Union rear guard across the Rappahannock River.

By the morning of October 13, Ewell had reached Warrenton, Virginia, joined by Hill that evening. Meanwhile, Stuart found his cavalry trapped overnight between two withdrawing columns of Meade’s army. Stuart was, however, able to remain undetected and, with a diversionary attack by Ewell, escaped his predicament in the morning.

On October 14 Hill advanced his corps to Bristoe Station, where he observed on both sides of Broad Run a large Union force, troops from Meade’s V Corps. Seeing an opportunity to demolish the enemy, Hill ordered an immediate attack by his lead division, that of Major General Henry Heth. As the division advanced, it was suddenly assaulted from its right flank where, unknown to the Confederates, Meade’s II Corps was on the eastern side of the railroad embankment. Although shifting some of his troops to charge the new threat, Heth was in an untenable position, and Hill’s next division was not in a position to provide support. Repulsed and with two of his brigades wrecked, Heth withdrew to a defensive position for the night, ending the Second Battle of Bristoe Station. Meade continued to move his army to the vicinity of Centreville.

By October 17, Lee had decided that he could accomplish little by staying on Meade’s front. After severely damaging the railroad, he ordered his army to withdraw across the Rappahannock. In a rearguard action on October 19, Fitzhugh Lee and Stuart ambushed Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick’s cavalry division, causing a precipitous retreat that became known as the Buckland Races, one of the only bright spots in Lee’s failed campaign. The campaign had ended by October 20. Confederate casualties are estimated at 1,381 men, with 1,300 of these occurring in the Second Battle of Bristoe Station. Union forces suffered 2,292 casualties.
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Bristoe Station, First Battle of

Start Date: August 26, 1862

End Date: August 27, 1862

Engagement during the Second Bull Run Campaign. Bristoe Station was located on the Orange & Alexandria Railroad line four miles southwest of Manassas Junction, Virginia, and was the primary objective of Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, who planned to sever Union major general John Pope’s lines of communication. Jackson’s advance was the first move in Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s campaign to defeat Pope’s Army of Virginia before he could be joined by elements of the Army of the Potomac, then withdrawing from the failed Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) to capture Richmond. Lee’s offensive culminated in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).

Pope’s and Lee’s armies faced each other across the Rappahannock River in the vicinity of Brandy Station. On August 25 Jackson began the campaign by marching northwest with three divisions of Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Joined by Confederate cavalry under Major General J. E. B. Stuart on August 26, Jackson turned east to pass through Thoroughfare Gap in the Bull Run Mountains. Once Pope realized that Jackson was between him and Washington, D.C., he retreated to counter Jackson. When Pope abandoned the Rappahannock front, Lee and Major General James Longstreet followed Jackson with most of the rest of the Army of Northern Virginia.

After marching 55 miles in two days, Jackson’s men arrived at Bristoe Station on the evening of August 26 and quickly disposed of the small Union force there. Jackson’s men derailed two northbound trains, destroyed the Broad Run Bridge, and cut telegraph wires, severing Union communication with Washington. Then, in order to capture the extensive Union stores at Manassas Junction, that night Jackson dispatched two regiments of infantry under Brigadier General Isaac R. Trimble, followed by cavalry under Stuart. There they quickly seized the objective, capturing more than 300 prisoners, 8 cannon, 175 horses, and substantial supplies. The following morning, August 27, Jackson sent the divisions of Major General A. P. Hill and Brigadier General William B. Taliaferro to Manassas, leaving that of Major General Richard S. Ewell at Bristoe Station. Jackson ordered Ewell to engage any enemy approaching from the south but, if hard-pressed, to fall back on the main force at Manassas. Meanwhile, the Confederates at Manassas easily defeated a Union brigade dispatched by train from the Washington area to counter what was presumed to be only a raid.

That afternoon, with Longstreet approaching Thoroughfare Gap, Pope issued orders for most of his army to concentrate on a line from Gainesville to Bristoe Station. He directed Major General Joseph Hooker to advance with his division on Bristoe Station. Hooker met Ewell at Kettle Run about four miles west of Bristoe Station. Heavy fighting ensued, with Ewell falling back to Broad Run immediately in front of Bristoe Station and finally withdrawing to join Jackson at Manassas Junction.

Jackson subsequently established a defensive position along Stony Ridge near Sudley Springs. Pope misread Jackson’s intentions and was unable to find his new position until Jackson attacked the division of Brigadier General Rufus King in the hard-fought Battle of Groveton (August 28). This set the stage for the Second Battle of Bull Run.
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Bristoe Station, Second Battle of

Event Date: October 14, 1863

Engagement of the Bristoe Campaign. In early October 1863, General Robert E. Lee, commander of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, initiated his Bristoe Campaign to turn the position of Major General George G. Meade’s Army of the Potomac at Culpeper and the Rapidan River, cutting his line of communications at Bristoe Station, Virginia. Lee planned to strike Meade as he withdrew. Lee’s two corps crossed the Rapidan and moved quickly to get behind Meade; Union scouts, however, observed Lee’s movement, and Meade began to move his Army of the Potomac northward.

Hoping to reach Bristoe Station before Meade, on October 14, 1863, Lee dispatched Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s corps eastward. When Hill arrived, he saw a large body of Union troops on both banks of Broad Run, where the stream ran north and south just before crossing the Alexandria & Orange Railroad. At that point the railroad ran southwest to northeast. Sensing an opportunity that would nonetheless require quick action, Hill deployed Major General Henry Heth’s division facing the stream to attack at once and pursue the withdrawing rear guard of Meade’s V Corps. Only two Confederate brigades had been deployed, those of Brigadier Generals John R. Cooke on the right and William W. Kirkland on the left, when Hill ordered Heth to attack immediately. The Union troops across the run were moving off hurriedly, and Hill advanced his artillery to strike the column.

As Cooke started forward, he received fire from the direction of the railroad. He halted, sending two companies forward and sending word back to Heth of his predicament. Hill told Heth that Major General Robert H. Anderson’s division would soon be up and would repulse any troops on Heth’s flank. Cooke was to resume his advance immediately. Cooke had no sooner started when the entire railroad embankment, an ideal breastwork, blazed with rifle fire. Unseen until then was II Corps of Meade’s army, the army’s rear guard, that had been moving along the railroad. Furthermore, Union artillery was soon detected on the slope behind the railroad. At this point, Cooke’s brigade could either retreat or pivot on its right and attack the obviously strong enemy behind the railway embankment. Cooke was badly wounded in the first fire, and his senior colonel ordered a charge. Kirkland conformed to the movement and also charged.

The two Confederate brigades were unable to reach their objective and fell back, uncovering a Confederate artillery battery that had been placed, unknown to them, behind Cooke’s line. By now, Brigadier General Henry H. Walker’s brigade of Heth’s division had crossed Brook Run. In withdrawing, the division attempted without success to retake the four guns captured by the Federals. Within 40 minutes and before Anderson’s division was on hand, the battle was ended. Hill’s haste and poor preparation had almost brought disaster. The defeated Confederate brigades had suffered severely, with Cooke losing 700 men and Kirkland losing 602. Union losses totaled only 548. Meade continued his march to Centreville, and Lee soon cancelled his failed Bristoe Campaign and withdrew south of the Rappahannock River.
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Brooke, John Mercer

Birth Date: December 18, 1826

Death Date: December 14, 1906

Confederate naval officer and ordnance designer. John Mercer Brooke’s father, George Mercer Brooke, had entered the U.S. Army in 1808 and ended the War of 1812 as a major with the brevet rank of colonel. In 1824 he constructed Fort Brooke on the site of present-day Tampa, Florida, where, on December 18, 1826, John Mercer Brooke was born.

Brooke joined the U.S. Navy as a midshipman in 1841 and graduated from the Naval Academy in 1847. He was promoted to lieutenant in 1855. Brooke’s intellectual curiosity and scientific bent led to useful inventions, including deep-sea sounding leads that eventually made possible the laying of an Atlantic cable. Later he led major explorations of the North Pacific and the coast of Japan. He also escorted the first Japanese diplomatic mission to the United States.

On April 20, 1861, three days after the secession of Virginia, Brooke resigned his commission in the U.S. Navy. His wife and close friends appear to have been the key factors in the decision. Future admiral David Dixon Porter stated that he only regretted the loss of two men from the U.S. Navy: Catesby ap Roger Jones and Brooke.

Commissioned a lieutenant in the Provisional Navy of Virginia on April 23, 1861, Brooke became naval aide to commander of Virginia forces General Robert E. Lee. When it was clear that Virginia would be linked to the Confederacy, Brooke applied for a commission in the Confederate Navy. On May 2, Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory informed Brooke that he had been granted a commission as a lieutenant.

In a June 1861 meeting with Mallory, Brooke assured the secretary that the South could build its own ironclads. Mallory then transferred Brooke to the naval ordnance office, where he supervised work on the armor and guns for CSS Virginia. Brooke was responsible for the Virginia’s slanted armor casemate, subsequently copied in other Confederate ironclads, as well as the idea of bow and stern extensions underwater. However, friction between Brooke and constructor John D. Porter, who claimed credit for the Virginia’s design, contributed to Brooke’s subsequent lack of interest in the ironclad program. Brooke’s ordnance achievements are especially remarkable, particularly given his lack of experience in that area.
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Commander John M. Brooke headed the Confederate States Navy Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography. Brooke helped design the ironclad CSS Virginia as well as heavy naval guns for the Confederacy. His large rifled guns were perhaps the best such guns of the war on either side. (Courtesy of the Virginia Military Institute Archives)

Promoted to commander in September 1862, Brooke in March 1863 was named chief of the Confederate Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, a post he held until the end of the war. In this capacity, he designed a variety of guns for the Confederacy. His rifled pieces were perhaps the finest of that type on either side in the war. Brooke also oversaw the establishment of the Confederate Naval Academy at Drewry’s Bluff, Virginia.

Following the war, Brooke joined the Virginia Military Institute faculty as a professor of astronomy, meteorology, and geography. He served in that position from 1865 until 1899. Brooke died in Lexington, Virginia, on December 14, 1906.
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Brooke, John Rutter

Birth Date: July 21, 1838

Death Date: September 5, 1926

Union officer. Born in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, on July 21, 1838, John Rutter Brooke was educated at Collegeville and West Chester. Commissioned a captain of volunteers in the 4th Pennsylvania Infantry in April 1861, he suffered the embarrassment of having to watch his regiment march away just prior to the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) on the expiration of its three-month term of enlistment.

Appointed colonel of the 53rd Pennsylvania that November, Brooke took part in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and then temporarily commanded a brigade of II Corps in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Reverting to his regimental command, he took part in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), when he took permanent command of the 4th Brigade of the 2nd Division of II Corps, which he commanded in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where he was wounded. On recovering, he participated in the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and fought in the Battles of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). He was advanced to brigadier general, backdated to May 12, 1864.

Critically wounded at Cold Harbor, Brooke returned to duty in September but was incapable of field service until November. He served on court-martial duty until the spring of 1865, when he took command of a division under Major General Winfield Scott Hancock in the Shenandoah Valley. Brooke was subsequently brevetted major general of volunteers.

Brooke remained in the regular army after the war and was commissioned lieutenant colonel in the 27th Infantry Regiment in July 1866. He was promoted to colonel in 1879 and served in the West in various posts. In 1888 he was advanced to brigadier general, and in 1897 he was advanced to major general.

Following the declaration of war with Spain in 1898, Brooke was named to command I Corps before being assigned to the Department of the Gulf. He then led a 5,000-man force during the Puerto Rico Campaign and served as the first governor of Puerto Rico until December 9, 1898. He was subsequently named military governor of Cuba, holding the post until December 1899.

Brooke returned to the United States to command the Department of the East and retired on July 21, 1902. He died in Philadelphia on September 5, 1926.
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Brooke Guns

Confederate artillery pieces. Commander John M. Brooke designed a number of heavy guns for the Confederacy, including 8- and 9-inch smoothbores, 10- and 11-inch double-banded smoothbores, and the 11-inch triple-banded smoothbore. Brooke is, however, best known for his double- and triple-banded rifled guns, produced in 6.4-inch, 7-inch, and 8-inch bore sizes. These were arguably the finest rifled navy guns on either side in the war. During one test at 260 yards, a 140-pound bolt fired from a triple-banded Brooke rifle penetrated 8 inches of iron and 18 inches of wood backing.

As with his Union counterpart, John A. Dahlgren, Brooke understood that a hemisphere offered the strongest cap for a cylindrical pressure vessel. He also understood, as did Union ordnance expert Robert P. Parrott, the increase in strength gained from a wrought-iron band around the breech of a cast-iron gun. Brooke-designed guns are identified, with few exceptions, by a fully hemispheric breech contour; layers of welded-on reinforcing bands; a plain tapered chase, extending from the reinforcing bands to the muzzle; the Confederate practice of not turning and merely leaving the exterior of the guns rough; and, except in the smoothbores, seven-groove rifling of right-hand twist. Brooke rifles were virtually indestructible. Brooke guns were cast by the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond, Virginia, and later by the Confederate Naval Ordnance Works in Selma, Alabama.
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A 10-inch banded Brooke smoothbore made for the Confederate ironclad Columbia. The gun is on exhibit at the Washington Navy Yard in the District of Columbia. (Naval History and Heritage Command)
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Brooks, Preston Smith

Birth Date: August 6, 1819

Death Date: January 27, 1857

Democratic congressman from South Carolina. Born on August 6, 1819, on his family’s plantation in Edgefield, South Carolina, Preston Smith Brooks graduated from South Carolina College in 1839. He practiced law and served two terms in the South Carolina legislature before joining the army at the outbreak of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), serving as a captain in the Palmetto Regiment.

Brooks was first elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1852 and was reelected in 1854. In May 1856 during a debate on the highly controversial Kansas-Nebraska Act, Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts, an outspoken abolitionist, delivered a speech in the Senate in which he attacked the South and several of its proslavery senators with a long list of insults. One of the senators Sumner attacked was Brooks’s uncle, Senator Andrew Butler of South Carolina.
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The severe caning of Massachusetts senator Charles Sumner in the Senate chamber by Representative Preston Brooks of South Carolina in May 1856 was symbolic of the deepening crisis between North and South leading to the Civil War. Although Brooks resigned following the incident, his constituents promptly reelected him. (Library of Congress)

Infuriated at this insult to the family honor, Brooks, after unsuccessfully trying to catch Sumner outside of Congress for two days to demand an apology, spotted him working at his desk in the Senate on May 22. Brooks waited until the Senate adjourned, then walked up to Sumner from behind, called his name, and beat him savagely over the head with his cane until it broke and Sumner slumped to the floor unconscious. It was three years before Sumner had sufficiently recovered to resume his Senate duties.

The country’s response to the attack was indicative of how the slavery issue had divided the nation along sectional and party lines. A motion to have Brooks expelled from the House of Representatives for his actions failed to secure sufficient votes for passage. But Brooks resigned on July 15, 1856, after explaining that his attack was an appropriate response to Sumner’s speech. The beating of Sumner was met with widespread approval throughout the South, and Brooks received dozens of new canes from admirers. His constituents overwhelmingly reelected him, and he again served in the House of Representatives from August 1856 until his death in 1857.

Brooks later admitted that the attack had been a mistake because it had only hardened Northern sentiment against the South; he showed no apparent guilt over the savage beating of Sumner, however. Brooks died in Washington, D.C., on January 27, 1857.
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Brooks, William Thomas Harbaugh

Birth Date: January 28, 1821

Death Date: July 19, 1870

Union officer. William Thomas Harbaugh Brooks was born on January 28, 1821, in New Lisbon, Ohio. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, at the bottom of his class in 1841 and was commissioned a second lieutenant and assigned to the 3rd Infantry Regiment. Stationed on the western frontier, he saw combat toward the end of the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and remained in Florida until 1843.

Brooks again served on the frontier until the beginning of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), during which he received two brevets and promotion to first lieutenant. After seeing action throughout northern Mexico, he participated in the Mexico City Campaign, having performed valuable reconnaissance work before the Battles of Cerro Gordo and Contreras in 1847. He went on to fight in battles for Mexico City and spent the remainder of the war as a member of Brigadier General David Twiggs’s staff. Brooks was promoted to the permanent rank of captain and remained on Twiggs’s staff until 1851. Brooks then served on the western frontier, mainly in Texas and New Mexico. He participated in several campaigns against Native Americans that took a heavy toll on his health.

On September 28, 1861, after the beginning of the Civil War, Brooks was appointed brigadier general of volunteers, serving with the Army of the Potomac during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). He led a division at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) but ran afoul of Major General Ambrose Burnside, who held Brooks partly culpable for the Union defeat at Fredericksburg. Burnside tried to have Brooks dismissed from federal service but was unable to do so. From then on, Brooks and Burnside engaged in a smoldering feud, which ultimately hurt Brooks’s career.

Promoted to major general of volunteers on June 10, 1863, Brooks commanded the Department of the Monongahela, headquartered at Pittsburgh, until April 1864, when his promotion to major general was revoked. From April to July 1864, he commanded a division at the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864) and commanded X Corps, Army of the James, during the opening part of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

Years on the frontier and successive Civil War commands took a toll on Brooks’s health, and he was forced to retire on July 14, 1864. He bought a farm in Huntsville, Alabama, and lived there until his death on July 19, 1870.
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Brough, John

Birth Date: September 17, 1811

Death Date: August 29, 1865

Governor of Ohio. John Brough was born on September 17, 1811, in Marietta, Ohio, and was orphaned at age 11. He became a printer’s apprentice and attended Ohio University part-time for several years. In 1833 Brough and his brother Charles purchased the Lancaster-based Ohio Eagle, a Democratic paper. In 1837 John Brough was elected to the Ohio House of Representatives. He then served as a state auditor from 1839 to 1845. In 1841 while Brough was still an auditor, he and his brother purchased the Cincinnati Advertiser and renamed it the Cincinnati Enquirer. After leaving the auditor’s office, Brough moved to Indiana and entered the railroad business, becoming president of the Cincinnati & Indianapolis Railroad in 1848. When the Civil War began, Brough was a War Democrat, supporting President Abraham Lincoln’s wartime measures.

In 1863 the Union Party nominated Brough for governor to face the highly controversial and divisive Clement L. Vallandigham. To the delight of Lincoln and Union supporters, Brough won by more than 100,000 votes. Once in office, Brough endorsed emancipation and encouraged other governors in the Midwest to provide Hundred Days’ Regiments for the Union in early 1864.

Brough briefly supported the efforts of fellow Ohioan Salmon P. Chase to unseat Lincoln as the Republican presidential nominee in 1864, but after that effort failed, Brough strongly backed Lincoln for reelection. After Lincoln’s victory and the end of the war, the Union Party fell apart, and Brough received little support to run again. In June 1865 Brough fell in the State House yard and badly sprained his ankle. Gangrene eventually set in, leading to his death on August 29, 1865, in Columbus. He thus never completed his term in office.
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Brown, Albert Gallatin

Birth Date: May 31, 1813

Death Date: June 12, 1880

Confederate senator. Albert Gallatin Brown was born in Chester County, South Carolina, on May 31, 1813. At age 10 he migrated to Copiah County, Mississippi, with his family. Brown attended Jefferson College and Mississippi College, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1833. An energetic and highly ambitious young man with a gift for oratory and political shrewdness, Brown wasted no time establishing both a law practice and a political career.

Brown was elected to the Mississippi legislature, where he served from 1835 to 1839, and in 1838, when he was only 25 years of age, he won election to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from 1839 to 1841. Elected governor, he served from 1844 to 1848. He later returned to Congress (1848–1853), and from 1853 to 1861 as sectional tensions mounted, he represented Mississippi alongside Jefferson Davis in the U.S. Senate. Like Davis, Brown resigned his seat once Mississippi left the Union in January 1861.

Brown’s rise to political prominence paralleled the growing sectional nature of national politics during the antebellum period. As the slavery issue heightened tensions between Northern and Southern representatives in Congress, Brown dedicated himself to racially based politics and became one of the period’s premier demagogues through the use of a consistently sectional platform that emphasized the perils of emancipation.

Brown was one of the first Southern congressmen to advocate secession, and he promoted disunion in his home state again and again. When Mississippi severed its ties with the Union in 1861, Brown organized a militia company called Brown’s Rifles and served briefly as a Confederate captain before winning election to the Confederate Senate, where he served until the war’s conclusion. In the Senate, he espoused radical ideas and clashed with President Davis. After the war, Brown retired from politics but continued to practice law until his death on June 12, 1880, in Terry, Mississippi.
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Brown, Egbert Benson

Birth Date: October 4, 1816

Death Date: February 11, 1902

Union officer. Egbert Benson Brown was born on October 4, 1816, in Brownsville, New York, but migrated to St. Louis, Missouri, as a young man. By the early 1850s, he was involved in the railroad business. Brown staunchly opposed slavery and secession.

In April 1861 Brown was commissioned a lieutenant colonel in the 7th Missouri Infantry, at the time a state militia force. After playing a major role in saving St. Louis from potential Confederate control, in April 1862 he resigned his commission. On May 10, 1862, he received a brigadier general’s commission in the state militia and was placed in charge of the District of Southwest Missouri. On November 29, 1862, he was commissioned a brigadier general in the U.S. Volunteers. He would remain in Missouri for most of the war, defending the state against Confederate guerrillas operating in Arkansas and Indian Territory.

Brown was often too tentative and unwilling to go on the offensive, traits that caused him considerable trouble. In 1862, troops under his command had cornered a larger Confederate force under Brigadier General Joseph Shelby, but Brown’s caution permitted the Confederates to escape. Brown lost the use of an arm during a fight at Springfield, Missouri, on January 8, 1863, but nevertheless managed to secure a Union victory. After recovering, he took command of the District of Central Missouri. During the Battle of Westport (October 23, 1864), Brown was again slow to take the offensive. This time, Major General Alfred Pleasanton had him arrested for disregarding orders. No records indicate that Brown was ever convicted by court-martial, however, and he spent the remainder of the war in charge of the District of Rolla, Missouri.

Postbellum, Brown was a pension agent in St. Louis from 1866 to 1868 before becoming a farmer in nearby Illinois. He died in West Plains, Missouri, on February 11, 1902.
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Brown, Isaac Newton

Birth Date: May 27, 1817

Death Date: September 1, 1889

Confederate naval officer. Born in Caldwell County, Kentucky, on May 27, 1817, Isaac Newton Brown spent part of his youth in western Tennessee. Shortly after the death of his father, Brown secured a midshipman’s warrant on March 15, 1834. He was advanced to passed midshipman on July 6, 1840; to master on August 15, 1846; and to lieutenant on October 31, 1846. He served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and thereafter took part in a number of cruises in various warships.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Brown resigned from the U.S. Navy on April 25, 1861. Commissioned a lieutenant in the Confederate Navy that June, he was assigned to the Mississippi River area and in June 1862 was detailed to supervise completion of the Confederate ironclad Arkansas, then being constructed at Yazoo City, Mississippi. Following completion of this demanding assignment, on July 15, 1862, Brown commanded the ironclad in a passage down the Yazoo River to Vicksburg, in the process engaging Union ships on a reconnaissance mission in the Yazoo and badly damaging the Union ironclad Carondelet and then—much to the consternation of Rear Admiral David G. Farragut—passing through the Union squadrons in the Mississippi and gaining his objective of Vicksburg. In recognition of this accomplishment, Brown was promoted to commander in August 1862.

Brown was sick ashore and thus did not take part in the early August trip of the Arkansas down the Mississippi to assist Confederate ground forces attacking Baton Rouge, in which the ironclad was destroyed. Transferred east, Brown commanded the ironclad Charleston at Charleston, South Carolina, from 1863 to 1865.

Following the Civil War, Brown took up farming on his land in the Mississippi River Delta. He subsequently moved to Texas and died in Corsicana on September 1, 1889.
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Brown, John

Birth Date: May 9, 1800

Death Date: December 2, 1859

Militant abolitionist. John Brown was born on May 9, 1800, in Torrington, Connecticut. His father was an early abolitionist and an agent on the Underground Railroad. Brown spent most of his boyhood in Hudson, Ohio, but he had little formal schooling and worked as a tanner. In 1825 Brown moved to Richmond, Pennsylvania, where he opened a tannery; meanwhile, his barn became a station on the Underground Railroad. Ten years later he returned to Ohio, engaging in a number of businesses that plunged him into bankruptcy. In 1846 he moved to Springfield, Massachusetts, and opened a wool-grading business, which also failed financially.

Throughout these years, Brown’s hatred of slavery intensified. While living in Ohio, he had protested the segregation of blacks in the Congregational Church he attended, and in 1848 he published an essay criticizing African Americans for “tamely submitting” to white oppression. In 1849 Brown moved to North Elba, New York, where a wealthy abolitionist had set aside 200 acres for an African American settlement. Offering to teach the settlers farming, Brown lived in complete equality among them. By 1851, however, he was back in Ohio, trying to run a farm and plagued by financial difficulties.
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John Brown dedicated his life to the abolition of slavery. In October 1859 he led an attack on the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, hoping to spark a slave rebellion in the South. Brown and his followers were captured, and he was tried, found guilty, and hanged. The attack nonetheless caused widespread alarm throughout the South and led to the formation of militia companies. (Library of Congress)

In 1855 Brown went to Kansas to help establish that territory as a free state, bringing with him a wagon loaded with weapons for the free-soil fight. In May 1856, clashes between the Free-Soilers and the Border Ruffians (as the proslavery forces were called) reached a climax when a proslavery band burned and sacked the antislavery stronghold of Lawrence. On the night of May 24, Brown, vowing revenge, led a group that included four of his sons and two associates to Pottawatomie Creek, where they murdered five proslavery men. Known as the Pottawatomie Creek Massacre, the event sparked great controversy throughout the country.

In the months that followed, Brown led a series of cattle-rustling raids against proslavery settlers. In retaliation, a force of 400 Border Ruffians attacked Osawatomie and burned it to the ground. Brown was wounded, and his son Frederick was killed.

In the autumn of 1856, Brown moved back East. Visiting Boston in January 1857, he met numerous leading abolitionists who agreed to help him procure rifles and money to continue the war in Kansas.

Returning to Kansas late in 1857, Brown found both sides inclined to settle their differences peacefully. He then began recruiting young men for an invasion of the South aimed at inciting a revolt and freeing the slaves. Brown was convinced that God had chosen him to lead this “holy” war against slavery. When the Boston abolitionists learned of his plans, they vowed to support Brown in his new venture with guns and money. In May 1858, Brown called a meeting of his black and white supporters at Chatham in Ontario, Canada. He described his plan to establish a free state in the Appalachian Mountains, from which he could launch raids against slave owners and free their slaves. Although poorly attended, the meeting adopted a provisional constitution for Brown’s proposed state and chose him as commander in chief.

The next month Brown was back in Kansas, taking the assumed name Shubel Morgan. Late in 1858, he launched a raid into Missouri in which a planter was killed and 11 slaves were freed.

In the summer of 1859, Brown decided on a plan to seize the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia. Renting a farmhouse in nearby Maryland, he was joined by 16 whites (including 3 of his sons) and 5 black men. On October 16, Brown and his band seized the town and armory, freeing a few slaves and taking several white hostages. When news of the raid spread, local militia and a company of U.S. marines arrived. Refusing to flee into the mountains, Brown and his men took up position in the engine house of the armory, which they defended until it was overpowered on October 18. Two of Brown’s sons died in the fighting, and Brown himself was wounded.

Taken to prison at Charlestown, Virginia, Brown was put on trial for treason. He was convicted and then hanged on December 2, 1859. To Northerners who hated slavery, Brown became a martyr. Southerners, however, saw him as the monstrous leader of a violent Northern conspiracy to overthrow the South’s social and economic order.
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Brown, John Calvin

Birth Date: January 6, 1827

Death Date: August 17, 1889

Confederate officer. John Calvin Brown was born on January 6, 1827, in Giles County, Tennessee. He graduated from Jackson College (Tennessee) in 1846. After studying law, he commenced a law practice in 1848 and later became involved in Whig Party politics.

Although he had opposed secession, Brown joined the Confederate Army and was commissioned a colonel on May 16, 1861. Given charge of the 3rd Tennessee Infantry, Brown was taken prisoner during the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862). Exchanged in early August 1862, he was promoted to brigadier general on August 30 and led a brigade in the Army of Tennessee.

Brown saw action at the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862), where he was wounded, and participated in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863). He also saw combat at Chickamauga (September 19–20) and around Chattanooga (October–November 1863). He commanded a brigade and then a division during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and was promoted to major general on August 4, 1864. He then commanded a division during General John B. Hood’s Tennessee Invasion. During the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), Brown led his division fearlessly, and his men fought tenaciously. Two of his brigade commanders were killed, another was wounded, and a fourth was taken captive. Brown himself was badly wounded, which effectively ended his field command. After recuperating, Brown rejoined the Army of Tennessee in the closing weeks of the war and surrendered with it in North Carolina.

After the war, Brown practiced law in Tennessee, became involved in state politics, and served as Tennessee’s governor during 1871–1875. He was also president of the Texas & Pacific Railway Company and president of a mining company. Brown died on August 17, 1889, in Red Boiling Springs, Tennessee.
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Brown, Joseph Emerson

Birth Date: April 15, 1821

Death Date: November 30, 1894

Governor of Georgia. Born in Pickens County, South Carolina, on April 15, 1821, Joseph Emerson Brown moved to Georgia at a young age. He studied law and worked as an attorney in Canton, Georgia, until he entered politics. In 1849 he was elected to the state senate, where he served until 1857, when he was elected governor. Brown’s governorship lasted until 1865.

Brown was a zealous supporter of states’ rights. As governor, he often objected to what he viewed as the national Confederate government’s encroachments into state affairs. His most notorious disputes were with Confederate president Jefferson Davis regarding conscription. Brown ardently supported the idea that states should be sovereign and should provide for their own defense. Brown formed a massive state militia, which on January 2, 1861, he ordered to capture the federal installation at Fort Pulaski even before Georgia seceded. After Georgia’s secession in January 1861, Brown ordered the state militia to seize all federal installations in the state, including the arsenal at Augusta. In 1862, internal security became even more important in Brown’s eyes after Union spies stole a locomotive with the intention of burning the railroad bridges of the state-owned Western & Atlantic Railroad.

Brown took pride in his role as commander in chief of Georgia, fulfilling the Confederate Army’s requested enlistment quotas. However, as the war progressed, the Confederacy instituted a series of conscription acts that sought to draft state militiamen. Brown objected and initiated a prolonged exchange of vitriol with President Davis. Brown argued that the Confederacy could enlist troops only through direct recruitment of individuals or through requests for militiamen made to the state governors. In 1864 as Georgia became the scene of heavy fighting, Brown insinuated that the Confederate War Department was failing to protect Georgia. He thus assigned the state militia to fight alongside the Army of Tennessee, something he had refused to do until it was too late.

Ultimately Georgia was occupied by Union forces under Major General William T. Sherman, but that did not end Brown’s criticism of the Confederate government’s policies. He tried to flee the state capital at Milledgeville in late 1864 but was eventually captured and briefly imprisoned in Washington, D.C.

Following a lengthy postwar career as a jurist, Brown returned to politics in 1880, being elected to the U.S. Senate, where he served until poor health prompted his resignation in 1891. Brown died on November 30, 1894, in Atlanta.
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Brown, William Wells

Birth Date: November 6, 1814

Death Date: November 6, 1884

Ex-slave, abolitionist, lecturer, and writer. William Wells Brown was born on November 6, 1814, in Lexington, Kentucky, but moved to St. Louis as a small child. His mother was a slave, and his father was white plantation owner George W. Higgins. In his youth, Brown was hired out to work on steamboats but managed to escape to Ohio in January 1834, when the Quaker Wells Brown gave him money and clothing so that he could travel to upstate New York. In gratitude, the escaped slave adopted Brown’s name as his own.

Settling in Buffalo for a time, William Wells Brown helped numerous slaves on the Underground Railroad escape into Canada while he worked as a ship steward on Lake Erie steamships. Brown taught himself how to read and write fluently and became active in the Northern abolitionist movement. In 1843 he began speaking for the American Anti-Slavery Society, becoming known as a powerful and spellbinding orator.

In 1849 Brown traveled to Great Britain, where he lectured widely on the evils of slavery and on the benefits of abolitionism. He remained in Great Britain until the mid-1850s, and while there he wrote a novel, plays, and other works. These works were in addition to his well-received 1842 autobiography Narrative of William W. Brown, a Fugitive Slave, Written by Himself. It was second only to Frederick Douglass’s autobiographical narrative in popularity.

Brown also gave speeches and lectures on abolitionism in New York and New England in which he pointed out the hypocrisy of American democracy that permitted millions of individuals to live in slavery. He also decried the use of religion to justify slavery and to foster submissiveness among African American slaves. He repeatedly argued that blacks were not racially inferior to whites. Ideologically wedded to the abolitionist visions of William Lloyd Garrison, Brown often inserted personal reminiscences of his days in bondage to reinforce his abolitionist arguments.

When the Civil War began, Brown was critical of the U.S. government, believing that an emancipation proclamation should have been issued as soon as the shooting began. Later when the government decided to enlist black soldiers, Brown initially discouraged African Americans from enlisting so long as they were subject to inferior treatment. By February 1863, however, Brown reversed himself in the belief that military service might help blacks prove themselves to white-dominated society. Indeed, Brown subsequently served on a governor’s committee in Massachusetts to help enlist black soldiers, which eventually led to the formation of the 54th and 55th Massachusetts Colored Infantry Regiments as well as the 5th Massachusetts Colored Cavalry.

During the war, Brown continued to lecture and write on abolitionism and racial equality, including a best-selling book titled The Black Man, which included more than 50 biographical essays on important African Americans; in it he also broke with Garrison’s vision to embrace a more militant abolitionism.

Brown’s literary career was equally inspiring. In 1853 he published his first novel, Clotelle, or the President’s Daughter. That same year, he also published a book about his travels in Europe and Great Britain. He became the first known African American to publish a play, Experience, or How to Give a Northern Man a Backbone (1856). He followed that with several others. He also published numerous histories, mostly about African Americans. He was among the first writers to publish a book on black soldiers’ stories, The Negro in the American Rebellion (1867).

Until the end of his life, Brown continued to write and lecture, and after the Civil War he turned more of his attention toward the temperance movement and homeopathic medicine. His message to African Americans remained constant: he asked them to respect themselves, work hard, and seek education, and he urged their migration to the North, where racism was not as pernicious. Brown died in Chelsea, Massachusetts, on November 6, 1884.
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Browne, William Montague

Birth Date: July 7, 1827

Death Date: April 28, 1883

Confederate politician and army officer. William Montague Browne was born on July 7, 1827, in County Mayo, Ireland, and studied at Rugby and Trinity College, Dublin. He served for a time in the British diplomatic corps before immigrating to the United States in 1851 to become political editor of the Journal of Commerce in New York City. In 1857 he moved to Washington, D.C., where he served as editor of the Constitution, a newspaper that was supportive of the James Buchanan administration.

Browne soon came to identify with the Southern cause, and in early 1861 he moved to Athens, Georgia. In February 1861 as Southern secession continued apace, Browne met future Confederate president Jefferson Davis. Impressed with Browne’s background and wide knowledge of national and international affairs, when he became president Davis named Browne his aide-de-camp, with the rank of colonel of cavalry.

Browne served Davis and the Confederacy in a variety of roles, including interim secretary of state during February 17–March 18, 1862.

In April 1864 Browne was sent south to Georgia, where he became commandant of conscripts. On November 11, 1864, he was promoted to brigadier general, an appointment that the Confederate Senate would later reject. Browne received command of a brigade and was sent to Savannah, Georgia, where he was to reinforce Brigadier General Hugh W. Mercer during Major General William T. Sherman’s descent upon the city. When Savannah surrendered the following month, Browne led his brigade into adjacent South Carolina. There he was captured by Union forces in early 1865 and detained.

After the end of the war, Browne was paroled and allowed to return to Athens. In 1866 he earned a law degree from the University of Georgia, practiced law for a short time, and later served as an editor of the Macon Star. In 1874 he published a biography of Alexander H. Stephens, the Confederacy’s vice president. That same year, Browne was appointed to a professorship at the University of Georgia, a post he held until his death in Athens on April 28, 1883.
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Brownell, Francis Edwin

Birth Date: July 18, 1840

Death Date: March 15, 1894

Union soldier awarded the Medal of Honor. Francis Edwin Brownell was born in Troy, New York, on July 18, 1840. With the beginning of the Civil War, Brownell enlisted in Company A of the 11th New York Volunteers, known as the Fire Zouaves. On May 23, 1861, the 11th New York, commanded by Colonel Elmer E. Ellsworth, received orders to occupy Alexandria, Virginia, across the Potomac from the capital.

On May 24, Ellsworth and the Zouaves crossed the Potomac by boat and entered Alexandria, then under a flag of truce. Ellsworth proceeded with a lieutenant, a chaplain, and several soldiers with the intent to occupy the telegraph office. As they proceeded, one of the men spotted a Confederate flag atop the Marshall House Inn. Determined to take down the pennant as soon as possible, Ellsworth entered the inn with his party. Encountering the proprietor, James T. Jackson, Ellsworth asked him whether he was the owner and if he knew about the flag. Jackson denied any knowledge of the flag and claimed to be a guest.

Ellsworth proceeded to the roof with his men and took down the flag. As the party came down the stairs, Jackson confronted them with a double-barreled shotgun. Brownell, who had come down the stairs first, lunged at Jackson and knocked down his weapon but also lost his footing. Jackson then fired both barrels at Ellsworth, hitting him in the chest and killing him almost instantly. Brownell, now having recovered his footing, shot Jackson in the head and, as Jackson fell, stabbed him with his bayonet.

Brownell ultimately rose to sergeant. Following the war, he lived in Washington, D.C., where he worked as a clerk with the Pension Office. He twice appealed to be recognized for having shot Ellsworth’s killer but each time was denied. A third effort, assisted by his congressman, was successful, and Brownell was awarded the Medal of Honor in 1877. Although the award came long after the actual event, Brownell’s was the first action in the war marked by the nation’s highest award for valor. Brownell died in Washington, D.C., on March 15, 1894.
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Brownell, Kady Southwell

Birth Date: ca. 1842

Death Date: January 5, 1915

Northern heroine and nurse. Kady Southwell was born circa 1842 in an army camp on the West African coast. Her father was a Scottish-born soldier in the British Army; her mother, who died when Kady was a young child, was French. Southwell was taken in as a child by a Scottish family, which then moved to Providence, Rhode Island. Before her early teens, she was already laboring in the textile mills of Providence. Sometime prior to 1861, she met and married American millwright Robert Brownell.

When the Civil War commenced, Robert Brownell enlisted in the 1st Rhode Island Volunteers, becoming an orderly sergeant. His wife insisted that she accompany him, so Kady Brownell volunteered to carry the colors of the 1st Rhode Island. She carried the flag at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). The 1st Rhode Island was disbanded shortly after the engagement, however.

In October 1861, Robert Brownell enlisted in the 5th Rhode Island Infantry Regiment. Kady Brownell stayed with the unit as it advanced with Major General Ambrose Burnside’s expedition to capture New Bern, North Carolina, beginning in January 1862.
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Kady Brownell accompanied her husband Robert, a soldier with 1st Rhode Island Volunteers, into the field. She is said to have carried the flag in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), and then rallied Union troops in the Battle of New Bern, North Carolina (March 14, 1862), where her husband was seriously wounded. (Bettmann/Corbis)

On March 14, 1862, when Burnside’s army commenced the battle to take New Bern, Kady Brownell took up the 5th Rhode Island’s colors—it is unclear whether she was given permission to do so or not—as the regiment rushed the enemy’s breastworks. Allegedly, she helped save the regiment by moving to high ground and waving the flag when another Union outfit mistakenly opened fire on it. Robert Brownell was wounded seriously during the Union capture of New Bern that day. When she learned of her husband’s injury, Kady Brownell rushed to his side, staying with him there for six weeks as he regained his health. In the process, she also nursed numerous other wounded soldiers, both Union and Confederate, earning much admiration.

In late April when he was well enough to travel, Robert Brownell was taken to New York with his wife at his side. He was never able to return to combat and was granted a medical discharge sometime in 1862. Little is known about the Brownells after that. They returned to Providence and sometime between 1862 and 1870 relocated to Bridgeport, Connecticut. In 1870 Kady Brownell was inducted into the Grand Army of the Republic, but not without much protest among certain members who resented a woman joining the organization. In 1884, now nearly destitute, Brownell applied for a military pension for her service and was granted $8 per month. She died at Oxford, New York, on January 5, 1915.
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Browning, Orville Hickman

Birth Date: February 10, 1806

Death Date: August 6, 1881

U.S. senator. Orville Hickman Browning was born in Cynthiana, Kentucky, on February 10, 1806. After attending Augusta College, he was admitted to the Kentucky bar in 1831. In 1832 he served in the Black Hawk War and shortly thereafter moved to Quincy, Illinois, where he established a law practice. It was at about this time that Browning developed what would be an enduring friendship with Abraham Lincoln. Both men were members of the Whig Party, and both had political aspirations.

Browning was successful in winning a seat in the Illinois Senate, where he served from 1836 to 1843. He lost a bid for the U.S. House of Representatives in 1843 to Stephen A. Douglas and waged two more unsuccessful congressional campaigns in 1850 and 1852. In 1856 the dissolution of the Whig Party caused him to become a Republican. He then helped draft the Republican platform in Illinois, which sought to attract conservative party members to the cause. Browning did not support the concept of slavery, but as a conservative he also did not believe that there was a more palatable way to foster race relations. In fact, he favored foreign colonization schemes for free blacks.

In June 1861 Governor Richard Yates appointed Browning to fill the unexpired term of Senator Stephen Douglas, who had unexpectedly died. Browning now became less conservative, stating that the Southern states should be treated as conquered foreign territories and endorsing the First Confiscation Act. He also voted to emancipate slaves in Washington, D.C. A year or so later, however, Browning’s conservatism reappeared: he refused to vote for the Second Confiscation Act and denounced President Lincoln’s Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation as unconstitutional. Indeed, Browning fought emancipation until it came into force in January 1863 and left the Senate just days later.

Browning continued to criticize Lincoln’s policies, although the two men and their families remained close. In 1864 Browning did not publicly endorse Lincoln’s reelection. Browning returned to Quincy and his law practice. Lincoln’s April 1865 assassination brought Browning to national prominence again. A strong supporter of President Andrew Johnson, Browning returned to Washington in 1866 as interior secretary, a post he held until 1869.

Following his departure from the cabinet, Browning entered into a law partnership in Washington, with special emphasis on lobbying Congress for various groups. Browning died on August 6, 1881, in Quincy, Illinois.
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Brownlow, William Gannaway

Birth Date: August 29, 1805

Death Date: April 29, 1877

Methodist minister, journalist, and governor of Tennessee. William Gannaway Brownlow was born on August 29, 1805, in Wythe County, Virginia, but eventually moved to Tennessee, establishing himself in the Knoxville area. Largely self-educated, in 1826 Brownlow became a Methodist minister, who nonetheless condemned and demeaned his opponents, often maliciously. An ardent Unionist who supported slavery, Brownlow eventually took the helm of three Whig newspapers, making his viewpoints known throughout eastern Tennessee. His efforts to keep Tennessee in the Union failed when the western and middle parts of that state voted to secede, dragging eastern Tennessee into the Confederacy despite having a Unionist majority.

In the spring of 1861 when Confederate officials asked Brownlow to serve as a chaplain, the “Fighting Parson,” as he was now known, made it clear that he would have nothing to do with the Confederate cause. Instead, he relentlessly attacked the Confederate government in his newspaper, the Whig, published in Knoxville. By the end of 1861, Brownlow had been imprisoned for treason. The Confederates offered him release if he would take an oath of allegiance, but Brownlow refused. Confederate officials then exiled him to the North. There he wrote a well-received book, Sketches of the Rise, Progress, and Decline of Secession (1862), and embarked on a multicity speaking tour, educating Northern audiences about the deprivations he had suffered as a political prisoner and assuring listeners that most Southerners were only lukewarm secessionists.

Brownlow also compiled the best seller Parson Brownlow’s Book (1863), consisting primarily of his editorials from the Whig, his jailhouse diary, and personal correspondence. In the autumn of 1863, when Federals gained control of Knoxville, Brownlow returned to Tennessee to continue his vitriolic attacks on the Confederacy in his newspaper, renamed the Whig and Rebel Ventilator.

In March 1865, Tennessee Unionists chose Brownlow as governor, and he served from 1865 until 1869. Ironically, the former slavery apologist now enfranchised African Americans. From 1869 to 1875, he sat in the U.S. Senate as a Republican. Brownlow then returned to Knoxville, where he died April 29, 1877.
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Brownsville, Texas

City located at the southern tip of Texas on the north bank of the Rio Grande near the Gulf of Mexico. Brownsville sits where a U.S. fort, Fort Brown, was constructed in 1846 at the beginning of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Just across the Rio Grande is the Mexican city of Matamoros. In 1860 Brownsville had a population of only 2,734. When Texas seceded from the Union in 1861, U.S. forces peacefully relinquished all federal positions in the state. Texas state troops under the command of Colonel John S. “Rip” Ford occupied Brownsville. Ford was relieved by Confederate brigadier general Hamilton Prioleau Bee later that year. During the Union naval blockade, Brownsville became a major Confederate smuggling point, especially for cotton, into neutral Mexico, where the goods were then shipped to Europe. Because of this robust smuggling trade, Brownsville became quite prosperous; its population also mushroomed to some 25,000, while neighboring Matamoros grew to about 40,000.

In early November 1863, Union troops from Major General Nathaniel P. Banks’s Department of the Gulf landed at Port Isabel in an attempt to capture Brownsville. Confederate forces under Bee abandoned the city after carrying off and destroying a considerable quantity of supplies and cotton. On November 6, Union troops occupied Brownsville. They remained there until driven out by Confederate forces in July 1864. In September 1864 Union forces attempted to retake the town but were repulsed. They remained at Brazos Santiago on Brazos Island for the remainder of 1864, occasionally sending out raiding parties. Confederate forces held Brownsville for the remainder of the war. On May 12–13, 1865, Confederate and Union forces skirmished outside Brownsville in the Battle of Palmito Ranch in what is regarded as the last battle of the war. A few days later, Confederates in Brownsville agreed to a truce. On June 2, 1865, Lieutenant General Edmund Kirby Smith officially surrendered the Trans-Mississippi theater.
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Bryan, Goode

Birth Date: August 31, 1811

Death Date: August 16, 1885

Confederate officer. Goode Bryan was born on August 31, 1811, in Hancock County, Georgia. Graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1834, Bryan was commissioned in the infantry. He resigned his commission after only 10 months of active service, however, to return to Georgia and become a planter.

Bryan subsequently moved to Tallapoosa County, Alabama, where he studied law. In 1843 he won election to the Alabama General Assembly. He served as a major in the 1st Alabama Volunteer Infantry and fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

Returning to Alabama, Bryan resumed his law practice but then returned to Georgia and farming. He was a delegate to the Georgia Secession Convention in 1861. Commissioned a captain in the 16th Georgia Infantry, he was soon advanced to lieutenant colonel. On February 15, 1862, Bryant was promoted to colonel and took command of the regiment, leading his unit in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13), the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), and the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863).

On the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Bryan’s regiment was poised to assault the extreme left of the Union line near Little Round Top when it was recalled on the order of Lieutenant General James Longstreet. Bryan was convinced that had the attack gone forward, it would have been successful and the battle might have turned into a Confederate victory.

Promoted to brigadier general on August 19, 1863, Bryan commanded a brigade during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). Ordered to the western theater, Bryan’s brigade had earlier participated in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20) and then the Knoxville Campaign (November–December). The brigade returned to the eastern theater in time for the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Bryan fought in the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12) and at the beginning of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) but was forced to resign his commission on September 20, 1864, because of poor health.

Returning to Georgia, Bryan resided in Augusta. Plagued by continued poor health, he helped establish the Confederate Survivors Association and chaired its organizational meeting. Bryan died in Augusta on August 16, 1885.
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Bryant, William Cullen

Birth Date: November 3, 1794

Death Date: June 12, 1878

Newspaper editor, abolitionist, and nature poet, sometimes called the William Wordsworth of America. Born on November 3, 1794, in Cummington, Massachusetts, William Cullen Bryant entered Williams College at age 15. After a year he left to study on his own, hoping to attend Yale University. The family could not afford to send him there, however, and he then read law for three unhappy years. As a boy, Bryant had aspired to become a poet, and early on he produced some worthy efforts. At age 17, he wrote what proved to be his most famous poem, “Thanatopsis,” which he hid in his desk. Five years later his father found the manuscript of the poem and the lyric “To a Waterfowl” and, unknown to the poet, sent them to Richard Henry Dana Sr., editor of the North American Review. Dana published the poems in the American Review in 1817 and made Bryant’s literary reputation. Meanwhile, Bryant had discovered the poetry of England’s William Wordsworth, which greatly influenced his own work.

Admitted to the bar in 1815, Bryant set up a practice in Great Barrington. Although he did well as a lawyer, he was discontented, and in 1825 he went to New York as coeditor of the New York Review and Athenaeum Magazine. Continuing to write and publish poetry, Bryant was by now recognized as the country’s leading poet. In 1826 he was hired as assistant editor of the New York Evening Post. Bryant devoted his life to the Evening Post and by 1833 was that paper’s editor.

In his eloquent editorials, Bryant supported Andrew Jackson for the presidency and the right of working men to form unions. He made the paper famous for its literary style, and it became an important mouthpiece for the Democratic Party. In the 1830s, Bryant began speaking out against slavery. He opposed all compromise on the topic. By 1856, he had broken with the Democratic Party over the issue and turned to the Republican Party, becoming a supporter of the radical abolitionist John Brown and President Abraham Lincoln. When the South seceded, Bryant firmly rejected concession and urged active prosecution of the Civil War and the abolition of slavery. Only after the war did he turn from his radical position to back President Andrew Johnson’s more moderate Reconstruction policies. Bryant deplored the impeachment proceedings against Johnson in 1868.

Thereafter Bryant began to withdraw from the management of the Evening Post and undertook a translation of Homer, which he finished in 1871. Besides keeping his hand in at the Evening Post, Bryant continued to speak and work for social causes and traveled extensively. He died on June 12, 1878, in New York.
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Buchanan, Franklin

Birth Date: September 17, 1800

Death Date: May 11, 1874

Confederate naval officer. Born in Baltimore, Maryland, on September 17, 1800, Franklin Buchanan began his naval career as a midshipman on January 18, 1815, going to sea on the frigate Java under Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry. Buchanan was promoted to lieutenant on January 13, 1825, and to commander on September 8, 1841. Especially interested in technological innovation and in improved education for midshipmen, he became a strong advocate of steam propulsion and was the first superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy, which opened in 1845. Although his tenure was short, Buchanan put the school on a solid footing by obtaining appropriations for its physical facilities, hiring capable instructors, and winning approval from the U.S. Navy’s Board of Examiners. In 1847 Buchanan saw action in the Mexican-American War at Tuxpan and Tabasco. He then commanded the steam frigate Susquehanna, flagship for Commodore Matthew Perry’s 1853 expedition to Japan, and became the first American officer to set foot on Japanese soil when he presented the president’s letter to the emperor’s representatives. Promoted to captain on September 14, 1855, in 1859 Buchanan took command of the Washington Naval Yard.

With the secession crisis of 1861, Buchanan, believing that Maryland was on the verge of leaving the Union, tendered his resignation on April 22. When his state failed to secede, he attempted to retract the letter, but Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles dismissed him. Buchanan then joined the embryonic Confederate Navy with the rank of captain. His first posting was as chief of the Bureau of Orders and Details, an office that gave him substantial responsibility in personnel assignments. He was soon engaged in establishing defenses along the Potomac River and on the approaches to Richmond.

To offset the North’s overwhelming numerical advantage in warships, Buchanan advocated the construction of ironclads. Pushing ahead the conversion of the wooden steam frigate Merrimack to the ironclad Virginia, Buchanan detailed some of his most capable officers to the project. On February 24, 1862, he personally assumed command of the Chesapeake Bay Squadron, flying his flag in the Virginia. Learning of the construction of John Ericsson’s Monitor, Buchanan resolved on an immediate sortie before the warship could reinforce the Union blockading squadron in Hampton Roads.

On March 8, 1862, Buchanan first attacked the U.S. Navy frigate Cumberland, ramming and sinking that ship. He then forced the Union frigate Congress aground. When the latter ship struck its colors, Buchanan attempted to take possession, but as he was directing from the Virginia the efforts of a boarding party, rifle fire from Union troops ashore wounded a number of his men. Furious, Buchanan ordered the destruction of the Congress. Recklessly exposing himself topside, Buchanan was hit in the left thigh by a musket ball. The wound was so serious that he was compelled to relinquish command of the Virginia and thus missed the historic battle the following day against the Monitor.

While Buchanan convalesced, the grateful Confederate Congress in Richmond promoted him to rear admiral on August 21, 1862, for “gallant and meritorious conduct,” making him the top officer in the Confederate Navy. Indeed, he was the first of only two Southern officers to hold that rank (the other being Raphael Semmes). The next month Buchanan took command of the naval defenses of Mobile. There he helped prepare the cruiser Florida for its productive foray against Union merchant shipping. Buchanan also aided the builders of the privately financed submarine H. L. Hunley, which was transported overland to Charleston after its completion. With characteristic energy, Buchanan directed the arming of CSS Tennessee, which was under construction up the Alabama River at Selma. He commissioned the ram—the most powerful warship to see action under the Confederate flag—on February 16, 1864. Buchanan contemplated an early attack on Union rear admiral David G. Farragut’s blockading fleet, but this plan miscarried when the deep-draft ironclad ran aground.
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Franklin Buchanan was one of two Confederate rear admirals. An aggressive leader with an aptitude for administration, he commanded in the clash between the CSS Virginia and the USS Monitor and again in the Battle of Mobile Bay, being wounded on each occasion. (Library of Congress)

Instead, when Farragut forced his way past the outer defenses of Mobile Bay on August 5, 1864, the powerful Union fleet of 14 wooden warships and 4 monitors quickly routed the 3 wooden Confederate gunboats, leaving Buchanan in the ironclad to fight one of the most mismatched naval engagements in history. Hoping to ram, Buchanan steered directly toward Farragut’s flagship, the steam sloop Hartford, but this impulsive act took the Tennessee away from the covering fire of Fort Morgan. The ironclad was quickly assailed by the entire Union force. Rammed three times by Union vessels, the slow-moving Confederate ship was also pummeled by Union gunfire, which knocked down the smokestack and slashed the exposed chains for the steering gear and for the armored plates covering the gun ports. Unable to either steer or fight with his vessel and suffering a broken leg, Buchanan surrendered after an hour’s contest.

Buchanan was soon exchanged and promptly reassigned to Mobile. He reached Alabama only as the Confederacy disintegrated and participated in the surrender of the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana on May 8, 1865. Following the war, Buchanan returned to his native Maryland, dying in Talbot County, Maryland on May 11, 1874.

As a leader, Buchanan earned the admiration of his men for his bravery—they affectionately nicknamed him “Old Buck.” His farsightedness in pushing the conversion of the Merrimack ensured him a place among the first ranks of naval innovators, and his skillful handling of the unwieldy Virginia earned him high marks for daring combat leadership. However, as evidenced by the Battle of Mobile Bay, Buchanan’s principal failing lay in his impetuosity and fiery temper.
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Buchanan, James

Birth Date: April 23, 1791

Death Date: June 1, 1868

President of the United States and the last president to be born in the 18th century, the last secretary of state to become president, and the only bachelor president. James Buchanan was born on April 23, 1791, in Cove Gap near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. At age 16 he entered Dickinson College in Carlisle and graduated with honors in 1809. In 1813 he began practicing law in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and served for a short period of time in a volunteer light dragoon unit during the War of 1812. After the war he returned to his law practice in Lancaster, where he made a substantial fortune.

At age 23, Buchanan was elected to the Pennsylvania House of Representatives as a Federalist, serving from 1814 until 1819. In 1819 he fell in love with Ann Coleman, but her family opposed her marriage to Buchanan. A few days after calling off the engagement Coleman died, and Buchanan never again became seriously involved with another woman. During his tenure as president, Harriet Lane, an orphaned niece whom he had adopted, served as his first lady.

Buchanan won election to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1820, serving in Congress from 1821 until 1831. In Congress, Buchanan became noted as a constitutional law authority and served on the House Judiciary Committee. With the demise of the Federalist Party, he became a Democrat. In 1828, Buchanan led the Democratic presidential campaign in Pennsylvania and helped Andrew Jackson win that year’s presidential election.

Shortly after Jackson’s reelection in 1832, the president appointed Buchanan minister to Russia. After negotiating a trade treaty with Russia, Buchanan returned to the United States in 1833. He then won election to the U.S. Senate, where he chaired the important Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Buchanan served in the Senate from December 1834 until March 1845.

In 1844 Buchanan fervently hoped to receive the Democratic nomination for president, but that went to James K. Polk instead. Polk went on to win the election and appointed Buchanan as his secretary of state. Buchanan took office on March 10, 1845. Both Polk and Buchanan believed in Manifest Destiny and were strong proponents of U.S. westward expansion. Buchanan also supported the annexation of Texas.

After leaving his position as secretary of state in March 1849, Buchanan attempted to gain the Democratic presidential nomination in 1852. He fought furiously with Stephen A. Douglas, U.S. senator from Illinois, over the nomination. After 24 ballots failed to produce a majority for either candidate, the Democrats turned to a little-known New Englander, Franklin Pierce, as a compromise candidate. Pierce went on to win the presidency.

The newly elected President Pierce then named Buchanan as minister to Britain. The posting to London kept Buchanan in politics and also distanced him from the trouble of the disastrous Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854. As minister, Buchanan helped draft the Ostend Manifesto, which proposed that the United States obtain Cuba as a place suitable for plantation agriculture using slaves. The manifesto angered antislavery forces and failed to achieve its goal, but Buchanan gained the favor of proslavery Southerners.
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Democrat James Buchanan of Pennsylvania was president of the United States during 1857–1861. Buchanan stood by as the states of the Deep South seceded from the Union, leaving it to his successor, Republican Abraham Lincoln, to take action. (Clay-Clopton, Virginia. A Belle of the Fifties, 1905)

In 1856 Buchanan was finally elected president and served from March 1857 to March 1861. He supported the U.S. Supreme Court’s Dred Scott decision, which declared slaves to be property anywhere in the United States, and the Lecompton Constitution, which would have allowed Kansas to enter the Union as a slave state. In a December 3, 1860, message to Congress, Buchanan stated that while the states could not legally secede from the Union, the U.S. government could not legally prevent them from doing so. He watched silently as South Carolina and six other cotton states seceded in late December 1860 and January 1861 to form the Confederate States of America, leaving it to his successor, Abraham Lincoln, to take action.

In 1866 Buchanan published Mr. Buchanan’s Administration on the Eve of the Rebellion, the first published presidential memoir. In it he defended his actions as president. Buchanan died on June 1, 1868, at his home at Wheatland, Pennsylvania.
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Buchanan, Robert Christie

Birth Date: March 11, 1811

Death Date: November 29, 1878

Union officer. Born on March 11, 1811, in Baltimore, Maryland, Robert Christie Buchanan, a nephew of President John Quincy Adams by marriage, graduated from West Point in 1830. Buchanan was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 4th Infantry Regiment and was posted to the U.S. Army garrison in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. In 1832 he was assigned to Fort Crawford, Wisconsin, where he served in the Black Hawk War commanding gunboats on the Wisconsin River. From 1836 to 1838, Buchanan was with the 4th Infantry, fighting in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) in Florida. Promoted to first lieutenant (March 1836), in 1838 he participated in the transfer of Cherokees from Georgia to Oklahoma along the so-called Trail of Tears. Promoted to captain (November 1838), in 1841 he returned to Florida to fight the Seminoles again. From 1845 to 1854, he served mostly in Texas. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he fought in the Battles of Palo Alto, Monterey, Churucusco, and Chapultepec. Advanced to the rank of major in the 4th Infantry (February 1855), Buchanan served as superintendent of the Western Recruiting Service in Newport, Kentucky, during 1857–1859.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Buchanan was on frontier duty in Oregon and California. Promoted to lieutenant colonel in the 4th Infantry (September 1861), he served in the defense of Washington, D.C., from November 1861 to March 1862. Buchanan commanded the 4th Infantry in the Virginia Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). He subsequently fought in the Northern Virginia Campaign (August–September 1862), the Maryland Campaign (September–November 1862), and the Rappahannock Campaign (December 1862–January 1863). Appointed brigadier general of volunteers in November 1862, he failed to receive Senate confirmation, and the appointment expired in March 1863. During March and April 1863, Buchanan was the commander of Fort Delaware, which housed political prisoners as well as captured Confederate officers and soldiers. From April 1863 to November 1864, he served as superintendent of Volunteer Recruiting Services in New Jersey. Promoted to colonel of the 1st Infantry (February 1864), he served in Louisiana from December 1864 to August 1865. He was brevetted brigadier general and major general in the regular army in March 1865.

From January 1868 to March 1869, Buchanan commanded the District of Louisiana. During his administration of the state, Louisiana was readmitted to the Union. Buchanan oversaw the imposition of an African American governor and a Republican legislature. He retired from the U.S. Army in December 1870 and died in Washington, D.C., on November 29, 1878.
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Buck and Ball

A load primarily for smoothbore weapons consisting of one standard-caliber ball (usually .69 caliber) and three smaller buckshot balls. In effect, buck and ball turned a single-shot weapon into a shotgun, analogous to loading a cannon with grapeshot. Buck and ball was employed most often by Confederates.

The main advantage of buck and ball, also known as buckshot and ball, was increased lethality at very close range. It also provided for more numerous hits than a single-projectile load. By offsetting the limited accuracy of a musket with additional buckshot projectiles, buck and ball loads could extend the effective range of such weapons to 200 yards. Beyond that distance, however, the buckshot lacked sufficient velocity to be effective.

The load was manufactured and issued as a cartridge—a paper cylinder containing the three buckshot, the full-size ball, and the black powder propellant. Although the buck and ball was occasionally used with shotguns or rifled muskets, it was employed most commonly with smoothbore .69-caliber muskets. Buck and ball was mainly deployed during the early stages of the Civil War. Buck and ball fell out of use as muskets were increasingly superseded by rifled weapons, although sporadic accounts of its use occur even in the last years of the war. The Irish Brigade of the Union Army of the Potomac was one of the most well-known users of buck and ball cartridges.
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Buck and Gag

One of the most common forms of corporal punishment for soldiers in both the Confederate Army and the Union Army. Buck and gag involved placing the offender on the ground in a sitting position. A wad of cloth, a piece of wood, or even a bayonet was tied into his mouth as a gag. His hands and feet were tightly bound, with his knees drawn up between his arms. A rod was then inserted horizontally under his knees and over his arms. This left the soldier immobilized and uncomfortable for the duration of the punishment, which could last for a number of hours. All of this was done within plain sight of his company or regiment. At the end of the punishment, soldiers had difficulty walking and often experienced excessive jaw strain and mouth lacerations.

This punishment was commonly meted out to soldiers for disorderly conduct, straggling during a march, or disrespect to superiors. Other common punishments (carrying the log, time in the guardhouse, hanging by the thumbs, riding the horse, time in a sweatbox, wearing a wooden overcoat) were meted out for other common offenses (being absent without leave, drunkenness, insubordination, sitting or sleeping while on guard duty, gambling, etc.). The names of repeat offenders were usually kept on a list for easy assignment of distasteful duties.
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Buck Head Creek, Georgia, Engagement at

Event Date: November 28, 1864

Cavalry engagement in Georgia during Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). As Sherman’s army moved southeast through central Georgia, Union brigadier general Hugh Judson Kilpatrick led his 5,000-man cavalry force in a feint toward Augusta, a vital source of gunpowder and arms for the Confederacy. Sherman hoped to induce the Confederates to commit forces to defend Augusta while his cavalrymen executed their true mission to burn a railroad bridge over Briar Creek near Waynesboro, which would sever the rail line between Augusta and Millen, Georgia. That accomplished, Kilpatrick was to move into Millen, where Union prisoners were being held at Camp Lawton, and free them.

Opposing Kilpatrick was Confederate major general Joseph Wheeler and his 3,000-man cavalry corps. On November 26 Wheeler learned that Kilpatrick had crossed the Ogeechee River and assumed that his objective was Augusta. Wheeler harassed Kilpatrick’s men that day, preventing the Federals from burning the bridge at Briar Creek. On November 27 Wheeler’s force followed a trail of burned buildings until it reached Waynesboro. There the Confederates found railroad buildings set ablaze by Federals, who beat a hasty retreat.

Kilpatrick’s force had encamped a few miles south of Waynesboro, near Buck Head Creek. Wheeler decided to assault the camp at dawn on November 28; however, the Federals withdrew under cover of dense fog toward Perkins Crossroads, where they turned west toward Louisville and the safety of Sherman’s army. The Confederates pursued but were hindered by a series of barricades through which they had to fight their way.

At Buck Head Creek, the 5th Ohio Cavalry Regiment dismantled the bridge just before the Confederates reached it. Wheeler’s advance guard now dismounted and forded the creek under intense fire from the 5th Ohio, supported by guns of the 10th Wisconsin Artillery. As the Federals withdrew, the Confederates rebuilt the bridge using pews from nearby Buck Head Baptist Church and continued their chase.

By dusk, 1,200 Confederates had crossed Buck Head Creek and converged on a barricade manned by Union infantry sent to rescue the cavalry near Reynolds’s Plantation. Wheeler tried to turn the Union flank, but in the darkness his men took the wrong road, allowing the Union force to escape toward Louisville. During the 10-mile running fight, the Confederates suffered some 70 casualties, and the Federals suffered about 100 casualties.

STEVEN J. RAUCH

See also

Kilpatrick, Hugh Judson; Sherman, William Tecumseh; Sherman’s March to the Sea; Wheeler, Joseph

Further Reading

Kennett, Lee. Marching through Georgia. New York: HarperCollins, 1995.

Trudeau, Noah André. Southern Storm: Sherman’s March to the Sea. New York: HarperCollins, 2008.

_______________________

Buckingham, William Alfred

Birth Date: May 28, 1804

Death Date: February 5, 1875

Governor of Connecticut and U.S. senator. William Alfred Buckingham was born on May 28, 1804, in East Hartford, Connecticut. After attending a local academy, he engaged successfully in business and manufacturing. From 1849 to 1850 and from 1856 to 1857, he served as the mayor of Norwich, Connecticut. He then ran for governor as a Republican and won by a sizable margin, serving from 1858 to 1866. A strong supporter of the Abraham Lincoln administration and the Union war effort, Buckingham moved quickly to gird the state for war and provide troops for federal service.

Buckingham heeded Lincoln’s call for troops almost immediately, but the first of the state’s troops did not arrive in Washington, D.C., until the middle of May 1861, owing to supply difficulties. Be that as it may, Buckingham managed to raise 54,882 troops for federal service during the duration of the war, an impressive number considering that the state’s entire population was some 460,000 people. Buckingham was challenged by Democrat Thomas H. Seymour in the gubernatorial election of 1863. Despite the fact that Seymour had previously served as governor, Buckingham coasted to victory and managed to keep antiwar Democrats and other dissenters in check while the war was waged.

Buckingham left office in 1866, continued his business enterprises, and won a seat in the U.S. Senate in 1868. He served in that body until February 5, 1875, when he died in Norwich, Connecticut.
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Buckland, Ralph Pomeroy

Birth Date: January 20, 1812

Death Date: May 27, 1892

Union officer. Ralph Pomeroy Buckland was born on January 20, 1812, in Leyden, Massachusetts, but moved with his family to Ravenna, Ohio, as an infant. He attended Kenyon College (Gambier, Ohio) for a year before studying law and passing the state bar in 1847. He opened a law practice in Fremont, Ohio, and served as the town’s mayor (1843–1845). In 1848 he was a delegate to the Whig Party’s national convention, and from 1855 until 1859 he served in the Ohio Senate.

On January 10, 1862, Buckland entered U.S. military service as colonel of the 72nd Ohio Infantry Regiment, which was attached to the Army of the Tennessee. He led a brigade competently at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and during the May advance on Corinth, Mississippi. He was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on November 29, 1862. Buckland subsequently led a brigade during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Later that year, he became commander of the Military District of Memphis. Buckland resigned his commission on January 9, 1865, and was brevetted major general of volunteers in March.

During his wartime service, Buckland produced a plethora of richly detailed letters in which he described both military events and camp and civilian life. His letters detailing the Battle of Shiloh are considered to be among the best eyewitness accounts of this important engagement.

Returning to his legal practice in Ohio, Buckland sat in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Republican from 1865 to 1869. After leaving office, he resumed the practice of law, and from 1877 to 1880 he was government director of the Union Pacific Railroad. Buckland died on May 27, 1892, in Fremont, Ohio.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Shiloh, Battle of; Vicksburg Campaign, Second

Further Reading

Daniel, Larry J. Shiloh, the Battle That Changed the Civil War. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1997.

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

_______________________

Buckland Mills, Battle of

Event Date: October 19, 1863

Cavalry engagement in northern Virginia. Near Buckland Mills on Broad Run in Prince William County, Virginia, Army of Northern Virginia cavalry commander Major General J. E. B. Stuart was covering the withdrawal of General Robert E. Lee’s infantry following the Confederate defeat in the Battle of Bristoe Station (October 14, 1863). On October 19, 1863, Stuart developed a plan to lure Union cavalry under Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick into a trap, with Major General Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry division to close behind the Union cavalry.

Brigadier General George A. Custer initially led the Union advance, but Kilpatrick then ordered Brigadier General Henry E. Davies to take the lead. In violation of orders, Custer allowed his men to stop and eat, so a considerable gap developed between the two Union forces. When Custer finally moved out, Fitzhugh Lee’s division fell on the Union flank. Although the Confederate trap did not go exactly as planned, Stuart then turned and engaged Davies. The outnumbered Union troopers were routed and fled five miles to Haymarket and Gainesville. The Union suffered some 20 killed, 60 wounded, and 100 captured; Confederate losses were 10 killed and 40 wounded. The battle is also known as the Battle of Chestnut Hill, although the Confederates called it the Buckland Races.
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Buckner, Simon Bolivar

Birth Date: April 1, 1823

Death Date: January 8, 1914

Confederate officer. Simon Bolivar Buckner was born on April 1, 1823, in Hart County, Kentucky. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1844 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of infantry. Buckner held a variety of assignments and saw combat during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), winning two brevets for gallantry. Having been promoted to first lieutenant in 1851 and to captain the following year, in 1855 he resigned his army commission to manage the family business in Chicago. Returning to Kentucky in 1858, he commanded the Citizen Guard of Louisville before Governor Beriah Magoffin appointed him to command the Kentucky State Guard in March 1860. After Southern states began to secede, Buckner joined those who hoped to keep Kentucky neutral. When the pro-Union legislature ordered the State Guard to turn in its weapons in July 1861, Buckner resigned his position in protest.

Confederate troops moved into Kentucky in September 1861, and Buckner then accepted a commission as a brigadier general in the Confederate Army. He led a force that briefly occupied Bowling Green and then in February 1862 withdrew to Fort Donelson, which he was forced to surrender unconditionally along with its garrison to Union troops under Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant on February 16 after the departure of his superiors, Brigadier Generals John Floyd and Gideon Pillow.
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West Point graduate Simon Bolivar Buckner of Kentucky was a highly capable Confederate officer who rose to the rank of lieutenant general and saw extensive service in the Western and Trans-Mississippi West theaters during the war. (Library of Congress)

Buckner was exchanged in August 1862. Promoted to major general, he was assigned to command a division in Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee. Buckner subsequently distinguished himself during Bragg’s Kentucky Campaign, especially during the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862).

Following brief command of the District of the Gulf, Buckner assumed control of the Department of East Tennessee in April 1863. In September he rejoined the Army of Tennessee and commanded a corps in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). Buckner’s men played a key role in breaking the Union line. After Bragg failed to pursue the enemy, Buckner joined other officers in calling for Bragg’s replacement. Bragg responded by first demoting Buckner and then sending him away from the army. Buckner then returned to command the Department of East Tennessee.

On April 28, 1864, Buckner was transferred to the Trans-Mississippi Department. He assumed command in western Louisiana, where he built up an army to defend against a Union invasion. He also served as General Edmund Kirby Smith’s chief of staff. Buckner was advanced to lieutenant general on September 20, 1864, and officially surrendered the Trans-Mississippi Department on May 26, 1865.

After the war, Buckner worked in New Orleans as a newspaper writer, commission merchant, and president of an insurance company before returning to Kentucky, where he edited a Louisville newspaper. He served as Kentucky’s governor (1887–1891) and ran unsuccessfully for vice president in 1896 as a Gold Democrat. Bucker died in Hart County, Kentucky, on January 8, 1914.
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Buell, Don Carlos

Birth Date: March 23, 1818

Death Date: November 19, 1898

Union officer. Don Carlos Buell was born in Marietta, Ohio, on March 23, 1818. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841, and was commissioned a second lieutenant and posted to the 3rd Infantry Regiment. He first saw fighting in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and was promoted to first lieutenant during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), when he distinguished himself in service under Major Generals Zachary Taylor and Winfield Scott, winning two brevets. Following the war, Buell was assigned to the Office of the Adjutant General and by 1861 was a lieutenant colonel and posted to California as adjutant general of the Department of the Pacific.

Following the beginning of the Civil War, Buell was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers in May 1861 and assigned to help organize the defenses of Washington, D.C. That August he was assigned to the Army of the Potomac to command a division under Major General George McClellan. In November, Buell succeeded Brigadier General William T. Sherman as commander of the Department of the Ohio. Ordered to Tennessee, Buell’s forces moved slowly but captured Nashville on February 25, the first Confederate capital to fall to Union forces. Promoted to major general in March and dispatched to assist forces under Major General Ulysses S. Grant in a drive on Corinth, Mississippi, Buell arrived with his men at Pittsburg Landing on the evening of April 6, 1862. These reinforcements helped to reverse the tide of battle and brought a Union victory the next day in the bloody Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7). Buell subsequently claimed that he, rather than Grant, was responsible for the victory.
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Major General Don Carlos Buell commanded the Union Department of the Ohio. His forces took Nashville, the first Confederate capital to fall, then helped bring about the Union victory at Shiloh in April 1862. Thereafter, things did not go well for Buell, who was far too cautious a commander and was subsequently removed from command. (Library of Congress)

From this point forward, things did not go well for Buell. Always a cautious commander, his campaigning in both Tennessee and Kentucky was marked by delays and missed opportunities. In advancing his four divisions toward Chattanooga along the Memphis & Charleston Railroad, in three weeks he progressed only 90 miles from Corinth. His movements were further stalled by activities of Confederate cavalry under Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest, who maneuvered behind Buell and attacked Murfreesboro on July 13. Confederate cavalry also attacked a number of bridges south of Nashville. In August 1862 Buell’s supply lines were once more struck, this time by Confederate colonel John Hunt Morgan, who blocked a railway tunnel north of Nashville to sever Buell’s communications. Buell’s evacuation of central Tennessee in September when Confederate forces under General Braxton Bragg and Major General Kirby Smith invaded Kentucky, despite the fact that Buell’s force was superior to his enemy in numbers, brought heavy criticism in the Northern press. At the end of September, Buell was informed that Major General George Thomas had been selected to replace him, but Thomas pointed out that Buell was ready to take the offensive, and the order was rescinded.

At Perryville, Kentucky, on October 8, 1862, Buell blundered into General Braxton Bragg’s army. Both sides committed troops piecemeal into what became a bloody battle. Ultimately Bragg withdrew back into Tennessee. Buell’s failure to pursue Bragg, on a claim of supply shortages, enraged both Washington and the Northern public, and he was relieved of his command on October 24, replaced by Major General William S. Rosecrans. Buell’s conduct during this period was investigated by the army, and although a report was produced, it was never officially published.

Buell moved to Indianapolis to await a further command. Although he was offered several postings, he turned them down because he would be serving under officers whom he believed he outranked. Accordingly, on May 23, 1864, he resigned from the volunteers and left the regular army on June 1. Buell subsequently supported George McClellan in his campaign against Abraham Lincoln in the presidential election of November 1864.

Following the war, Buell lived in Indiana and Kentucky. From 1865 to 1870 he was president of the Green River Iron Company, and from 1885 to 1889 he served as a government pension agent in Louisville, Kentucky. Buell died in Rockport, Kentucky, on November 19, 1898.
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Buford, Abraham

Birth Date: January 18, 1820

Death Date: June 9, 1884

Confederate officer. Cousin of John and Napoleon Bonaparte Buford, both Union generals, Abraham Buford was born on January 18, 1820, in Woodford County, Kentucky. He attended Centre College (Kentucky) and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the Dragoons, Buford served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning promotion to first lieutenant and a brevet to captain, on frontier duty, before resigning as a captain in 1854. He then became a successful cattle rancher and horse breeder near Versailles, Kentucky. Buford did not support secession and stayed out of the Civil War until September 2, 1862, when he was commissioned a Confederate brigadier general and participated in the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26), directed by General Braxton Bragg. Buford saw action during the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) but was then ordered to Mississippi.

Later serving under Major General William W. Loring, Buford commanded a brigade during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and remained with Loring until the spring of 1864, at which time Buford took charge of a cavalry division under Major General Nathan B. Forrest. Buford saw considerable action during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864) and was wounded at Richland Creek on December 24.

Returning to duty in February 1865, Buford was soon placed in command of all cavalry forces in Alabama and participated in the defense of Selma. When the war ended, he returned to Kentucky, where he became one of the nation’s premier thoroughbred horse breeders. He also served one term in the Kentucky legislature. A series of devastating personal tragedies as well as financial reversals plunged Buford into deep depression, and he committed suicide on June 9, 1884, in Danville, Indiana.
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Buford, John

Birth Date: March 4, 1826

Death Date: December 16, 1863

Union officer. Born in Woodford County, Kentucky, on March 4, 1826, John Buford moved with his family to Illinois. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1848. Commissioned a second lieutenant and posted to the 2nd Dragoons, he saw extensive service in the West, including participation in the Utah Expedition (1857–1858). Buford earned promotion to first lieutenant on July 9, 1853, and to captain on March 9, 1859.

After the start of the Civil War, Buford’s regiment was ordered to the Washington, D.C., area and was redesignated the 2nd Cavalry in August 1861. On November 12 Buford became assistant inspector general, with the staff rank of major. Commissioned brigadier general of volunteers on July 27, 1862, he took command of a cavalry brigade in Major General John Pope’s Army of Virginia and rendered excellent service during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30), when Buford was wounded in the knee. He served in the largely administrative role of chief of cavalry during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13).

Buford then assumed command of the Reserve Brigade, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, which he led in Major General George Stoneman’s raids on Richmond (April 29–May 8, 1863) during the Chancellorsville Campaign. On May 22 Buford assumed command of the 1st Division, Cavalry Corps, and led it during the cavalry actions at Brandy Station (June 9) and Upperville (June 21) that preceded the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). It was on the first day at Gettysburg that Buford earned lasting renown. Deploying his two cavalry brigades, he successfully opposed the advance of Confederate infantry long enough for I Corps to arrive, allowing the Federals to select and hold a favorable position. His division remained active throughout the epic battle and the subsequent retreat of the Confederate army.
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Union major general John Buford commanded the 1st Division of the Cavalry Corps in the Army of the Potomac. On the first day of the July 1–3, 1863, Battle of Gettysburg his men successfully opposed the advance of Confederate infantry long enough for the I Corps to arrive, allowing the Union forces to select and hold a favorable defensive position. Buford’s promising career was cut short when he died of typhoid fever that December. (Library of Congress)

During the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863), Buford contracted typhoid fever, from which he died on December 16, 1863, in Washington. His promotion to major general of volunteers, to date from the first day at Gettysburg, reportedly was delivered to him on his deathbed.
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Buford, Napoleon Bonaparte

Birth Date: January 13, 1807

Death Date: March 28, 1883

Union officer. Napoleon Bonaparte Buford was born at Rose Hill, his family’s plantation in Woodford County, Kentucky, on January 13, 1807. He was the half brother of future Union general John Buford. Napoleon Buford graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1827 and was commissioned in the artillery. He studied law at Harvard College and was a professor at West Point, but he resigned his commission in 1835 to become a civilian engineer. He then engaged in banking and the iron industry in Peoria, Illinois, and became president of the Rock Island & Peoria Railroad, which went bankrupt on the default of Southern bonds with the Civil War.

Commissioned colonel of the 27th Illinois Infantry following the start of the Civil War, Buford saw action in the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861). He then commanded the Flotilla Brigade of troops from the Army of the Mississippi that served afloat in the gunboats on the Mississippi during the March–April operations against Confederate-held Island No. 10. Advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on April 12, 1862, Buford commanded the 1st Brigade of the 3rd Division of the Army of the Mississippi during the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). At the end of 1862 he was a member of the court-martial that held Major General Fitz John Porter responsible for the Union defeat in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).

Buford was promoted to major general of volunteers on November 29, 1862, but this appointment expired on March 4, 1863. During the remainder of the war, Buford commanded the Department of East Arkansas. Brevetted major general of volunteers on March 13, 1865, he left the service in August 1865.

Postbellum, Buford was government inspector of the Union Pacific Railroad (1867–1869) and a special commissioner of Indian Affairs (1867–1868). Buford died in Chicago, Illinois, on March 28, 1883.
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Bugle Calls

Auditory announcements, by way of a bugler, of scheduled and nonscheduled events at military installations, on battlefields, and on board ships. Bugle calls were used to clearly communicate the change in daily routines, commanders’ orders on a battlefield and warships, and any nonscheduled events that may occur as called by the commanding officer. Essentially, a soldier’s daily routine was regulated by a set order of bugle calls. Each call had its own distinct musical melody, based on the bugle’s design. There were no valves or pitch-altering devices on the horns, and all pitch control was conducted by the bugler himself, usually a five-note variation.

A routine military day had at least 4 bugle calls and sometimes as many as 10. Soldiers were awakened with “Reveille.” “To the Colors” signaled the morning flag raising, and “Retreat” signaled the evening flag lowering. Other daily routine calls included “Mess,” “Assembly,” “Drill Call,” “Mail Call,” “Tattoo,” and “Taps.”

Historically, bugles were added to drums, fifes, and other loud instruments to convey battle commands and were used extensively in the cavalry. There is even a biblical reference to bugle calls during Moses’s command. A fourth-century Roman bugle is housed at the British Museum.

On the battlefield, calls were used to communicate orders to the soldier. These included “Go Forward,” “Trot,” “Gallop,” “Charge,” “Wheel Left,” “Wheel Right,” “Rally on the Chief,” “Commence Firing,” “Cease Firing,” “Disperse,” and other relevant orders specific to the geography and military tactics. Bugle calls were standardized for all branches of the U.S. Army in 1867. Today, bugle calls have been relegated to electronic communications.
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Bulloch, James Dunwody

Birth Date: June 25, 1823

Death Date: January 7, 1901

Confederate naval officer. James Dunwody Bulloch was born near Savannah, Georgia, on June 25, 1823. In 1839 he secured a midshipman’s warrant in the U.S. Navy and was promoted to lieutenant in 1853, but he resigned from the navy the next year. Bulloch then captained various merchant ships carrying mail for the government.

When Bulloch’s home state of Georgia seceded from the Union on January 19, 1861, Bulloch was commanding the steamer Bienville. Despite his intention to volunteer for Confederate Navy service, he believed himself bound to return the steamer to its New York owners. He then traveled south and offered his services to Confederate secretary of the navy Steven R. Mallory. Impressed with Bulloch, Mallory sent him as one of two Confederate naval agents to Europe. Originally a civilian, Bulloch was subsequently commissioned a commander in the Confederate Navy. The first agent, serving naval officer Lieutenant James H. North, was to purchase or contract for the construction of ironclad warships suitable for breaking the blockade, while Mallory ordered Bulloch to procure ships, guns, and ammunition and secure commerce raiders, “with the quickest possible dispatch.”

Although Lieutenant North proved to be a failure, Bulloch achieved considerable success. He arrived in Liverpool, England, in early June 1861, and by August 1861 he had placed contracts with British yards for the ships that would become the Confederate cruisers Florida and Alabama. Bulloch and other Confederate agents ultimately contracted for 18 vessels abroad, the most successful of which were those secured in Britain: the Alabama, Florida, Shenandoah, Chickamauga, Georgia, Rappahannock, and Tallahassee. The other 11 ships became blockade-runners, were sequestered by the British and French governments, or were not completed by the end of the war.

Bulloch was able to skirt the Foreign Enlistment Act of 1819 that prohibited British citizens from equipping, furnishing, fitting out, or arming any vessel intended for service by foreign belligerent navies by making certain that none of his cruisers went to sea with ordnance, small arms, or warlike stores. These he obtained and shipped in other vessels, and the cruisers were then outfitted and commissioned as Confederate warships in international waters at sea.

In addition to the commerce raiders, Bulloch also secured war supplies and ships to transport the supplies to the Confederacy. In October 1861 he himself sailed in the Fingal and the next month ran it into Savannah with the most important military cargo to reach that city by sea during the war. Bulloch returned to Liverpool in March 1862.

Mallory was delighted with Bulloch’s work, and despite Mallory’s pledge that Bulloch would receive command of one of the new Confederate commerce raiders, Bulloch was too valuable to spare, and command of the Florida and Alabama went to others. In June 1862 Bulloch arranged with the firm of John Laird and Sons to build two smaller armored ships, known thereafter as the Laird rams. Bullock did all he could to conceal the true destination for the ships, putting out the cover story that they had been ordered by the Egyptian government. U.S. agents were not fooled, however, and heavy pressure by Washington, aided by a sharp decline in Southern military fortunes in the summer of 1863, led the British government to seize both vessels that October and place them in Royal Navy service.

Bulloch was also active in France, where he contracted with Bordeaux shipbuilder Lucien Arman for two small steam rams, tentatively named the Cheops and Sphinx. As with the British government in the case of the Laird rams and despite pledges to the contrary, the French government interfered. The Cheops went to Prussia, while the Sphinx was sold to Denmark. After the defeat of the Danes by the Prussians in 1864, Bulloch was able to buy the ship in January 1865. Commissioned CSS Stonewall, it was the only foreign-built ironclad in Confederate service, but by the time it had reached Havana, Cuba, in May 1865, the war was over.

Excluded from the general amnesty at the end of the war as a Confederate secret agent, Bulloch chose to remain in England, where he became a cotton importer and broker. He wrote his memoirs and died in Liverpool on January 7, 1901. In his will, Bulloch bequeathed $30,000 to his nephew Theodore Roosevelt, who that same year became president of the United States.
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Bullock, Robert

Birth Date: December 8, 1828

Death Date: July 27, 1905

Confederate officer. Born in Grenville, North Carolina, on December 8, 1828, Robert Bullock was educated in the local schools. In 1844 he moved to Fort King, Florida, near present-day Ocala, and taught in the first public school in Sumter County. From November 1849 to November 1855, Bullock was clerk of the Marion County circuit court. In 1856 he received a state militia commission as a captain to raise a mounted company during the Third Seminole War (1855–1858). Mustered into U.S. service, his company remained on active duty for 18 months, until the end of the war. In 1859 he was admitted to the bar.

With the beginning of the Civil War, in 1861 Bullock received a commission as a captain in the 7th Florida Infantry Regiment. He was promoted to lieutenant colonel in April 1862 and sent to eastern Tennessee, where he saw extensive duty. He participated in the Kentucky Invasion (October 1862) before returning to eastern Tennessee.

Advanced to colonel, Bullock took command of the 7th Florida Regiment and participated in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). His unit suffered heavy casualties but captured some 150 Union soldiers. He took part in the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863) and fought in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and the Franklin-Nashville Campaign (September 18–December 28, 1864), when he commanded a brigade and was badly wounded in an action near Stones River, terminating his active military career. Bullock was advanced to brigadier general in 1865, with date of rank from November 19, 1864.

After the war, Bullock returned to Florida and renewed his law practice in Marion County. He was a probate court judge (1866–1868) and a member of the Florida House of Representatives in 1879. From 1881 to 1889 he was again clerk of the circuit court of Marion County. Elected in 1888 as a Democrat to the U.S. House of Representatives, he served from 1889 to 1893 but did not run for a third term. Bullock then engaged in agricultural pursuits but was elected judge of Marion County and held that post until his death in Ocala, Florida, on July 27, 1905.
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Bull Run, First Battle of

Event Date: July 21, 1861

First major land battle of the Civil War. With the war already under way, the Northern public and press clamoring for action, and 90-day enlistments in some volunteer regiments about to expire, President Abraham Lincoln ordered a military offensive against the Confederate capital of Richmond. He took this step against the advice of his professional military advisers, who counseled delay until Union forces could be better trained and organized.

The Union offensive was to begin with the capture of the strategically important Confederate rail intersection of Manassas Junction, Virginia, located some 29 miles southwest of the federal capital, just west of Bull Run. Brigadier General Irvin McDowell, commanding the Department of Northeastern Virginia at Washington, D.C., was to march to Manassas with 35,000 men and defeat some 22,000 members of the Confederate Army of the Potomac under Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard. As McDowell moved against the Confederates from the east, Major General Robert Patterson, commanding the Department of Pennsylvania with another 18,000 Union troops, had the important assignment of preventing Confederate troops in the Shenandoah Valley from reinforcing Beauregard from the west.

McDowell, a career staff officer with no command experience, departed Washington on July 16, but his advance was glacial. It took two days for his army to reach Centreville, to the northeast of the meandering stream of Bull Run. Here McDowell ordered a reconnaissance by Brigadier General Daniel Tyler’s division. Tyler’s troops clashed with two Confederate brigades at Blackburn’s Ford, after which McDowell spent two more days organizing his forces and developing a battle plan.

McDowell’s delay proved costly to the Union side, for it enabled Brigadier General Joseph Johnston and some 12,000 Confederates to elude Patterson and move by the Manassas Gap Railroad from the Shenandoah Valley to reinforce Beauregard. This was the first troop movement by rail in U.S. history. Patterson did not learn of the Confederate movement until July 20, and by then all of Johnston’s men except one brigade had joined Beauregard.
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Though not completely accurate—Henry A. Ogden’s painting dramatically captures the moment in the Battle of First Manassas when Barnard Bee (the officer on horseback waving his hat) likened Jackson to a “stone wall.” (Library of Congress)

The First Battle of Bull Run opened early on the morning on July 21, 1861. Each commander planned to carry out an envelopment of the eastern flank of the other, with McDowell attempting to cut off Beauregard from reinforcement from the west and Beauregard attempting to sever McDowell’s line of communications to Washington. Both plans proved difficult for poorly trained troops to execute. In any case, inadequate orders delayed execution of the Southern attack. By 2:00 a.m. on July 21, McDowell had some 12,000 men moving west on the Warrenton Pike to a ford on Bull Run at Sudley Springs. At 5:00 a.m. Union artillery beyond Bull Run opened up on the Confederate lines as Union infantry there feigned an attack south from Centreville against the eight-mile-long Confederate defensive line.

Already three hours behind schedule, the Union flanking attack began with apparent promise. Confederate scouts had, however, detected the Union movement and reported it, allowing Beauregard to rush reinforcements from the Confederate right to the threatened northwest some miles distant. Battle was fully joined in midmorning, with Confederate troops under Colonel Nathan G. Evans bearing the brunt of the Union assault. Beauregard’s reinforcements arrived on the battlefield piecemeal, but Confederate troops under Brigadier General Bernard E. Bee and Colonel Francis S. Bartow managed to hold against the disjointed Union attacks until noon. Union numbers then began to tell as the Confederates were driven back to Henry House Hill. A Union victory appeared in the offing, with only a Virginia brigade under Brigadier General Thomas J. Jackson and South Carolinians led by Colonel Wade Hampton holding formation. Exhorting his disoriented soldiers to stand firm, Bee saw Jackson’s positions and shouted to his men, “Look, there’s Jackson standing like a stone wall. Rally behind the Virginians.” Shortly thereafter Bee was mortally wounded, but he had given Jackson his famous sobriquet of “Stonewall.”
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	First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (July 21, 1861)



	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength (engaged)
	18,000
	18,000



	Killed
	460
	387



	Wounded
	1,124
	1,582



	Captured or missing
	1,312
	13




Halted by the steady stream of Confederate reinforcements, the Federals now regrouped. For two hours the battle raged back and forth with charges and countercharges. Beauregard and Johnston both arrived on the scene to take personal charge of the Confederate defense, and Beauregard directed a counterattack across Henry House Hill, which captured Union batteries and by 4:00 p.m. had sent Union troops reeling back. At first the Union withdrawal was orderly, but then an artillery shell tore into a wagon on Cub Run Bridge, causing a bottleneck on the main route to Centreville. The retreat then became a confused, panicky stampede back to Washington. Adding to the confusion and congestion were the numerous carriages of the civilians who had come out of Washington to witness what they expected to be a major Union victory.

This significant tactical victory was a great boost to Southern morale and garnered the Confederates a sizable collection of discarded Union weapons and supplies. The battle hardly changed the strategic situation, however, for the Southerners were themselves little better organized than their opponents and in any case were incapable of a major offensive against Washington. Union casualties in the battle numbered 2,896: 460 killed, 1,124 wounded, and 1,312 missing or deserted. Southern casualties were 1,982: 387 killed, 1,582 wounded, and 13 missing. The casualty totals were modest by the standards of the war’s future engagements, but both sides now realized that more resources would be necessary to secure victory in the war.
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Bull Run, Second Battle of

Start Date: August 29, 1862

End Date: August 30, 1862

Major engagement of the Second Bull Run Campaign. With the failure of Major General George B. McClellan’s much vaunted but poorly executed Peninsula Campaign against Richmond (March–July 1862), President Abraham Lincoln pinned his hopes on two officers who had enjoyed success in the western theater: Major General Henry Halleck, who became general in chief of Union forces, and Major General John Pope, who took command of the new Army of Virginia. Halleck now ordered Major General Ambrose E. Burnside north from Fort Monroe to Falmouth and directed McClellan to bring his army to Alexandria and join Pope for an overland march to Richmond, which would protect Washington. Confederate general Robert E. Lee was determined to strike before the Union forces could be united. He ordered Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson to strike at Pope’s rear.

Second Battle of Bull Run/Manassas (August 29–30, 1862)



	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength, approximate
	62,000
	50,000



	Killed, wounded, or captured/missing
	16,000
	9,200
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Illustration of the advance of the Confederate right wing under Lieutenant General James B. Longstreet against the Union left during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), by Edwin Forbes. (Library of Congress)

Lee’s strategy succeeded brilliantly. On August 9, Jackson defeated advanced units of Pope’s army at Cedar Mountain. Lee then devised a risky plan to draw Pope into a trap. Lee divided his force into two wings, sending Jackson to engage Pope while Lee himself marched with Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s corps to strike the unsuspecting Pope as he concentrated on Jackson. Jackson’s infantry moved quickly around Pope’s flank and destroyed his headquarters and supply base at Manassas Junction on August 26. Pope then moved to attack Jackson in the belief that he was isolated from the main Confederate army, only to be drawn into a trap.

On August 28, 1862, the two sides clashed in a fierce contest at Groveton. Jackson had only 20,000 troops at his immediate disposal. Although Pope had at least 60,000 men of his own, he failed to deploy them to advantage. Jackson then concentrated near the old battlefield at Manassas Groveton. Meanwhile, unbeknownst to Pope, Lee and Longstreet had pushed through Thoroughfare Gap with 30,000 men to get within striking distance.

The Second Battle of Bull Run began on August 29. Pope threw away his numerical advantage by committing his men piecemeal with no apparent order or plan as they arrived on the battlefield. The Confederates were well positioned and concealed behind a railway embankment in a forested area that ran from Warrenton Pike to Sudley Springs. Two Union corps rushed headlong into the action. The first, Major General Franz Sigel’s I Corps, was soon halted by Confederate musket and artillery fire. The next, Major General Samuel Heintzelman’s III Corps from the Army of the Potomac, went in with more success. The division of Major General Joseph Hooker briefly held the ridge of the embankment before it was repelled by Confederate troops. Union troops under Major General Philip Kearny charged Jackson’s left, which was held by Major General A. P. Hill’s division. Kearney briefly pierced the line, but Hill, having just received reinforcements, repulsed the attack and drove off Kearny’s men. The fourth and final Union assault saw Brigadier General John Reynolds’s division cut down by withering Southern artillery fire as it attempted to cross the field.

As this action unfolded, Major General Fitz John Porter’s V Corps, from the Army of the Potomac, arrived on the Union left. Pope immediately ordered Porter to attack, but having learned of the arrival around noon of 30,000 Confederate reinforcements under Major General James Longstreet, Porter hesitated. Pope did not believe his subordinate and once again ordered him forward. Porter ignored the order, ruining his career but undoubtedly saving the Union many more casualties. Longstreet had indeed arrived and taken position on Jackson’s right, from which he could assail Pope’s left. Pope’s failure to crush the much smaller force of Jackson on the August 29 opened the door for another bold move by Lee.

Overnight the Confederates consolidated their lines, which led Pope to mistakenly believe that they were withdrawing. Informing the War Department of his pending “victory,” Pope ordered an attack for the next morning. On August 30, Porter’s men advanced. Massed Confederate artillery and musket fire repulsed two Union charges. A third Union assault saw the Union troops approach the railway embankment, but a massive Confederate counterattack sent them into a hasty retreat. Longstreet then ordered his own men forward in a furious attack spearheaded by Brigadier General John Bell Hood’s division that collapsed the Union left. Pope’s shattered army managed to make a brief stand on Chin Ridge before being driven back by Hood. A second stand on Henry Hill allowed the survivors to escape. Narrowly avoiding complete disaster, Pope’s men beat a hasty retreat to nearby Centreville by nightfall.

The Second Battle of Bull Run claimed as many as 16,000 Union casualties. The Confederates lost 9,200. Pope was entirely discredited by the debacle at Bull Run but placed responsibility for the loss on his own officers, principally Porter, whom Pope succeeded in ruining. In the end, Pope had only himself to blame for poor planning and faulty tactics. The Second Battle of Bull Run served only to reveal Lincoln’s perennial problem of securing competent senior leadership in the eastern theater of war. Having removed Pope, Lincoln subsequently turned again to McClellan to deal with Lee’s invasion of the North.

JEFFREY D. BASS
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Bummers

Term applied to foraging soldiers of Major General William T. Sherman’s force during the March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and the Carolinas Campaign (January–April 1865). The term’s origin remains obscure, although some have suggested that it came from the German word bummler, which means “wastrel” or “idler.”
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A depiction of Union Army foragers, who were known as “bummers,” in Major General William T. Sherman’s armies during the March through the Carolinas. From Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, June 17, 1865. (Library of Congress)

Realizing that he would be cut off from his logistical base at Chattanooga, Tennessee, Sherman ordered his two armies—the Army of the Tennessee and the Army of Georgia—to institute a system of securing food and equipment without having to be tied down to wagon- and rail-based transport (both armies required the equivalent of 130 10-ton railcars of freight every day). To that end, on November 9, 1864, Sherman issued Special Order No. 120, which established guidelines for foraging.

Each brigade would be stripped down to the bare essentials, with each soldier carrying only a five-day supply of hardtack. The brigades would then form organized foraging parties (usually 30 to 50 men with 10 or 20 officers) that would travel five to six miles, visiting each farm and plantation on their flanks. They would return by nightfall with sufficient food to keep the wagons filled for 10 days.

Although the system of foraging worked well, inevitably discipline became lax in some of these parties, and the bummers, as the foragers became known, resorted to vandalism and wanton destruction in the areas through which the armies passed in Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina. Upon the occupation of Goldsboro, North Carolina, on March 24, 1865, however, a regular supply line was opened to New Bern, and the bummers were no longer required.
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Burbridge, Stephen Gano

Birth Date: August 19, 1831

Death Date: December 2, 1894

Union officer. Stephen Gano Burbridge was born on August 19, 1831, in Scott County, Kentucky. He attended Georgetown College and Frankfort Military Institute, studied law, and became a farmer and merchant in Logan County.

On August 27, 1861, Burbridge entered the Union Army as colonel of the 26th Kentucky Infantry, a regiment he had raised. On June 9, 1862, he was promoted to brigadier general and subsequently commanded a brigade at Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862) and Fort Hindman (January 9–11, 1863) and during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). After a brief assignment commanding a division in the Department of the Gulf, he was appointed temporary commander of the District of Kentucky on February 15, 1864, and permanent commander on March 14.

Burbridge’s orders from Washington were to uphold President Abraham Lincoln’s suspension of the writ of habeas corpus, implement the congressional act of 1864 that gave military courts jurisdiction over guerrillas, and suppress Kentuckians’ bitter opposition to the emancipation of slaves. On July 4, 1864, Burbridge was brevetted major general after having shattered Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan’s command in battle.

Although Kentucky was a Union state, Burbridge treated it as conquered territory. He arbitrarily arrested “disloyal” citizens, including prominent opponents of Lincoln, and suppressed newspapers. In the presidential election of 1864, Burbridge used Union bayonets in an unsuccessful attempt to secure the state’s vote for Lincoln. To battle guerrillas, Burbridge issued Order No. 59, decreeing that 4 Confederate prisoners would be executed for every Unionist killed by guerrillas. More than 50 prisoners were shot under this order. Burbridge decreed that Confederate “sympathizers” (often women and children) within five miles of a guerrilla raid be arrested and banished from the state. In the Great Hog Swindle of 1864, he cheated Kentucky farmers out of more than $300,000 by compelling them to sell hogs only to the U.S. government. Lincoln finally removed Burbridge from his position on February 23, 1865, after Governor Thomas Bramlette and other prominent Kentuckians vehemently protested Burbridge’s depredations.

Burbridge resigned his commission on December 1, 1865. Afraid to return to Kentucky, he practiced law in Washington, D.C., and sold real estate in Philadelphia. He died in Brooklyn, New York, on December 2, 1894.
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Burnett, Henry Lawrence

Birth Date: December 26, 1838

Death Date: January 4, 1916

Union officer. Henry Lawrence Burnett was born on December 26, 1838, in Youngstown, Ohio. After studying at the Chester Academy and the Ohio State National Law School, he passed the bar and commenced a legal practice in 1859 in Warren, Ohio. In the early summer of 1861, he entered U.S. service as a volunteer in the 2nd Ohio Cavalry Regiment, which was attached to the Army of the Ohio. Burnett became a captain in the outfit on August 23, 1861, and was dispatched to Missouri, where he remained until early January 1862. The 2nd Ohio then saw service in Kansas before participating in the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). Burnett remained with his unit and was advanced to major on April 3, 1862, when he was aide-de-camp to Major General John C. Frémont.

After recovering from injuries sustained in a fall from his horse, in December 1862 Burnett was made judge advocate for the Department of Ohio. In addition to dealing with military infractions, he also prosecuted civilians who were charged with crimes such as treason and sabotage. In 1864, Indiana governor Oliver P. Morton requested help in prosecuting suspected traitors, particularly members of the Knights of the Golden Circle, which was especially powerful in that state. Burnett undertook a number of trials in Indiana and in Illinois, where he was successful in prosecuting conspirators who had planned to assault Chicago’s Camp Douglas and set free Confederate prisoners of war. By the winter of 1865, Burnett’s work had resulted in his transfer to the judge advocate general’s office in Washington, D.C. Acting as one of two assistant judge advocate generals, he was brevetted colonel on March 8, 1865, and brigadier general on March 13.

Burnett is perhaps best known for his work on the Abraham Lincoln assassination case. After President Lincoln was assassinated in April 1865, Burnett was charged with gathering evidence against the conspirators. When the trial began in early May 1865, Burnett was Judge Advocate General Joseph Holt’s special assistant; as such, Burnett remained in the courtroom for the entirety of the nearly two-month trial. He performed his duties well, and eight individuals were eventually found guilty in the case.

Burnett mustered out of the volunteer service on December 1, 1865, and began practicing law in Cincinnati. In 1869 after the death of his wife, he moved to New York and was general counsel for the Buffalo & Erie Railroad. In the late 1870s he moved to New York City, where he became a partner in a successful corporate law firm. He was also heavily engaged in Republican Party activities, and when William McKinley became president in 1897, Burnett served as an unofficial adviser to him. In 1898 McKinley appointed Burnett a federal attorney for New York’s southern district. After a lengthy tenure, Burnett retired to his estate in Goshen, New York, where he died on January 4, 1916.
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Burnham, Hiram

Birth Date: 1814

Death Date: September 29, 1864

Union officer. Hiram Burnham was born in Narraguagus (later Cherryfield), Maine, in 1814. He fought in the Aroostook War of 1838, commanding a militia company he had raised. He then worked as a lumberman and came to own a sawmill. He also served his community as a county commissioner and a coroner.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Burnham secured a commission as a lieutenant colonel of the 6th Maine Volunteer Infantry on July 16, 1861. Promoted to colonel on December 12, he saw service with the Army of the Potomac in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) in Brigadier General Winfield S. Hancock’s brigade. Burnham fought in the Battles of Crampton’s Gap (September 14, 1862) and Antietam (September 17). In the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13), Burnham’s regiment was only lightly engaged.

Burnham briefly led the new light division of VI Corps in fighting at Fredericksburg during the wider Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). The division took heavy casualties, and Burnham himself was wounded. When the division was dissolved after the battle, Burnham reverted to regimental command. His regiment was in reserve at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Promoted to brigadier general on April 26, 1864, Burnham was assigned command of a brigade in the 1st Division of XVIII Corps, Army of the James, commanded by Major General Benjamin Butler, and Burnham briefly commanded the 1st Division that summer during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Burnham’s brigade led the attack against Confederate Fort Harrison during the Battle of Chaffin’s Farm (September 29–30, 1864). Hit by a bullet during the assault on September 29, he died shortly thereafter. Following the capture of Fort Harrison by the Union troops in this battle, it was renamed Fort Burnham in his honor.
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Burns, Anthony

Birth Date: May 31, 1834

Death Date: July 17, 1862

Fugitive slave whose capture in 1854 ignited a firestorm of antislavery sentiment in the North. Anthony Burns was born into slavery in Stafford County, Virginia, reportedly on May 31, 1834. He managed to escape bondage, stow away on a ship in Richmond, and travel to Boston, where he immediately found work. As he walked down a Boston street on May 24, 1854, he was arrested and placed into custody in the city’s courthouse. Tensions were already running high among slavery opponents in Boston because of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which was enacted that same year. Burns’s arrest and probable return to slavery galvanized Boston’s abolitionists.

On May 26 a large mob of abolitionists began congregating in downtown Boston; some were armed and attempted to raid the courthouse to free Burns. The ensuing melee resulted in numerous injuries and the death of a U.S. marshal. Nevertheless, crowds continued to gather around the courthouse.

Under the provisions of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act, runaway slaves were supposed to be returned to their owners as soon as possible. Meanwhile, two lawyers attempted to effect Burns’s release but were unsuccessful. While the trial went on, the crowds grew larger still, but the Franklin Pierce administration remained resolute in its decision to enforce the Fugitive Slave Act.

On June 2, officials ruled that Burns was indeed a fugitive slave and ordered him returned to his owner, Charles F. Suttle. That day as Burns was escorted to a ship that would return him to Virginia, some 50,000 people lined Boston’s streets to see the spectacle unfold. In November, Suttle sold Burns to David McDaniel, a North Carolina cotton planter, for $905.

In 1855, a group of Boston abolitionists raised $1,300 and purchased Burns from McDaniel. Burns went immediately back to Boston. He then enrolled at Ohio’s Oberlin College and later at Fairmont Theological Seminary in Cincinnati. Burns became a preacher in Indianapolis before moving to St. Catharines, Ontario, where he ministered to a black church. Burns died of tuberculosis there on July 17, 1862.

Burns’s case proved to be a significant turning point for the abolitionist movement in the North, especially New England. After 1854, many Northerners who had opposed slavery but quietly tolerated it were more likely to become vocal opponents of the institution. Many Massachusetts voters also refused to support the Democratic or Whig Parties in the 1854 elections and remained furious with the Pierce administration for its stance in the crisis.
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Burns, John Lawrence

Birth Date: September 5, 1793

Death Date: February 4, 1872

Pennsylvania constable whose actions as a civilian at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) were lauded throughout the North. John Burns Lawrence was born in Burlington, New Jersey, on September 5, 1793, and served as an enlisted man in the War of 1812. He eventually settled in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, where he worked as a cobbler. During the 1850s, he served for several terms as the town constable. Burns was a pro-Union Democrat and decried the Southern secession of late 1860.

Determined to serve in the Civil War even though he was 68 years old when it began, Burns was rejected for military service because of his advanced age. He nevertheless served briefly as a teamster for the Union Army in 1862. On July 1, 1863, the first day of fighting at Gettysburg, Burns loaded an old musket, walked across town, and joined Union troops massed along McPherson’s Ridge. He asked Colonel Langhorne Wister of the 150th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment where he could fight. Concerned about Burns’s age and civilian attire, Wister told Burns to take a position out of harm’s way at the edge of nearby woods. Instead Burns took up a position alongside Wister’s main force.

Burns then joined the ranks of the 7th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment; at that time he was hastily sworn in as a volunteer out of fear that he might be mistaken for a guerrilla or spy by the Confederates and executed. By the end of the day when Union troops had withdrawn and taken up positions on Cemetery Hill, Burns had been wounded three separate times. Confederate forces found him, tended to his wounds, and then carried him to his home.

When news of Burns’s exploits became known, he became an instant national hero, known as the “Old Hero of Gettysburg.” He was treated to local parties and serenaded by army bands and even caught the attention of President Abraham Lincoln, who insisted on visiting with Burns when he traveled to Gettysburg later that year. The U.S. Congress appropriated a special military pension for Burns, and he was the recipient of thousands of dollars in contributions from grateful Americans all across the Union. Burns died on February 4, 1872, in Bonneauville, Pennsylvania.
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On July 1, 1863, John Burns, an elderly civilian from Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, approached the Union lines armed with an antiquated musket and offered to fight. Wounded several times during the Battle of Gettysburg, he was afterwards praised throughout the North. (Library of Congress)
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Burns, William Wallace

Birth Date: September 3, 1825

Death Date: April 19, 1892

Union officer. William Wallace Burns was born in Coshocton, Ohio, on September 3, 1825, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1847. Commissioned in the infantry, during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) he served as a recruiting officer and did not experience combat. He was then assigned to posts in the West and the Southwest and to recruiting duties in Philadelphia and was promoted to first lieutenant in 1850 before service in Florida as a regimental quartermaster (1856–1857) during the Third Seminole War (1855–1858). Promoted to captain, he took part in the 1858 Mormon Expedition.

Stationed at Fort Smith, Arkansas, when the Civil War began, Burns narrowly escaped capture when Confederates secured that place on April 23, 1861. Assigned as chief of commissary for Department of the Ohio commander Major General George B. McClellan, Burns held that post during the successful Union campaign in western Virginia that summer and was promoted to major in August 1861.

Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on September 28, 1861, the next month Burns assumed command of the Philadelphia Brigade in the Army of the Potomac. He held that command until November 1862, taking part with his unit in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) in Brigadier General John Sedgwick’s division of II Corps. Burns played an important role in the Battle of Fair Oaks (May 29), when his men succeeded in positioning an artillery piece to drive off the last Confederate attack. A round fired by this gun wounded Confederate commander General Joseph E. Johnston, leading to his replacement by General Robert E. Lee.

Burns also distinguished himself in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). In the Battle of Savage’s Station (June 29), despite suffering a facial wound, he led his unit in driving off a Confederate attack. He also played an important role in the Battle of White Oak Swamp (June 30), driving off an attacking Confederate unit that threatened to split the withdrawing Union forces in two.

It was several months before Burns recovered from his wound. He commanded the 1st Division of IX Corps in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and then served in the western theater. Believing, probably falsely, that Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton had denied Burns promotion to major general and a corps command because he had strongly supported McClellan, Burns submitted his resignation from the volunteers to President Abraham Lincoln, expecting that the president would turn it down and force Stanton to approve his promotion, but Lincoln simply accepted it. Burns then returned to the Commissary Department and never again held a field command.

Burns was subsequently chief commissary officer of the Department of the Northwest, and at the end of the war he was serving in the same post in the Department of the South. He was brevetted brigadier general in 1865 and after the war remained on duty with the Commissary Department in Washington, D.C., being promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1874 and to colonel in 1884, at which rank he retired on September 3, 1889. Burns died in Beaufort, South Carolina, on April 19, 1892.
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Burnside, Ambrose Everett

Birth Date: May 23, 1824

Death Date: September 13, 1881

Union officer. Born in Liberty, Indiana, on May 23, 1824, Ambrose Everett Burnside graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1847 and was commissioned a second lieutenant and posted to artillery. Too late to see action in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served on the southwestern frontier and was wounded in fighting Apaches. In 1853 he resigned from the army and settled in Providence, Rhode Island, where he went into business manufacturing the Burnside carbine, which he had invented. The carbine was an excellent weapon, and the War Department contracted to make extensive purchases. However, Secretary of War John B. Floyd, apparently bribed by a rival gun maker, broke the contract with Burnside. Burnside lost an 1858 election for Congress, and shortly thereafter his factory burned and his creditors took control of the patents for the carbine, some 55,000 of which were produced during the Civil War.

When the Civil War began, Burnside raised the 1st Rhode Island Volunteer Regiment and became its colonel. He led a brigade at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and was promoted to brigadier general in August 1861. Later in the summer, he took command of Union troops operating against the North Carolina coast. On February 7 Burnside and 7,500 men landed on Roanoke Island and the next day forced its 2,500-man Confederate garrison to surrender. Burnside then captured New Bern on March 14. Thereafter Burnside’s coastal command was expanded to full corps strength, designated IX Corps.
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Major General Ambrose E. Burnside (who gave his name to sideburns) achieved some prominence early in the Civil War. Entrusted with command of the Army of the Potomac, he led it into its most lopsided defeat of the war, the December 13, 1862, Battle of Fredericksburg and was removed from command. He was again removed from command, this time of a corps, following the Union disaster of the Battle of the Crater of July 20, 1864. After the war, Burnside was a three-term governor of Rhode Island. (Library of Congress)

In recognition of his victories, Burnside was advanced to major general in March 1862. After Major General George B. McClellan’s defeat in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Lincoln offered Burnside command of the Army of the Potomac, but Burnside turned it down because he believed that he was not competent to command such a large force and also because he was loyal to his friend McClellan. Transferred to northern Virginia to support Major General John Pope, Burnside played only a minor role in the Second Bull Run Campaign (August 9–September 1, 1862). After Pope’s defeat there, Lincoln again offered command of the army to Burnside, but again he refused, saying that he doubted has own capabilities.

At the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Burnside took most of the day crossing Antietam Creek, fixating on capturing an arched stone bridge even though the creek was readily fordable at many points. The delay allowed General Robert E. Lee to shift forces and blunt the Union attacks, although by the narrowest of margins. McClellan never forgave Burnside for what he believed to be his slowness in the battle.

On November 7, 1862, Lincoln, fed up with McClellan’s endless delays, removed him from command and ordered Burnside to take over the Army of the Potomac. Well aware that Lincoln expected aggressive operations in the near future, Burnside submitted and Lincoln approved a plan to turn Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia by passing around its right, crossing the Rappahannock at Fredericksburg, and getting between Lee and Richmond. All went well until the army actually reached Fredericksburg and it was discovered that a low priority had been assigned to the pontoon bridging equipment, which was unready. Rather than attempt an immediate crossing, which undoubtedly would have been successful, Burnside chose to wait for the specialized equipment. The delay allowed Lee to arrive on the south bank of the river and take up a strong defensive position on Marye’s Heights, blocking southward egress from the town. Burnside finally crossed the river and occupied the town, but in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), his repeated frontal assaults against Marye’s Heights proved futile and produced heavy Union casualties and Lee’s most lopsided victory of the war. Burnside withdrew across the Rappahannock amid bitter and open grumbling from his high-ranking subordinates. Before Burnside could act against them, Lincoln removed him from command.

Burnside’s next assignment was as commander of the Army of the Ohio. He captured Knoxville, Tennessee, on September 2, 1863, but later was besieged there by Confederate forces under Lieutenant General James Longstreet, who mounted a bloody and futile assault on Burnside’s fortified position but then withdrew when a Union relief force approached from Chattanooga.

In the spring of 1864, Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant brought Burnside and his IX Corps east to take part in the campaign in Virginia, where Burnside performed in an uninspired but passable manner. Early during the deadlock in the Petersburg trenches, some of Burnside’s men tunneled under Confederate lines and placed a large explosive charge there. The plan was for Union troops to attack through the gap that would be created when the mine was detonated. Burnside had one of his divisions specially train to lead the attack, but on July 30 a few hours before the assault was scheduled to go in, he was ordered not to use that division because it was composed of African Americans. Forced to select from his other three divisions, Burnside resorted to having the division commanders draw straws. The least competent of the three drew the short straw, and Burnside let him proceed with the attack, which was a fiasco. Burnside was relieved of command on August 14, and a court of inquiry found him largely responsible for the debacle that became known as the Battle of the Crater. He never returned to duty.

Burnside resigned his commission in April 1865 and went on to serve as governor of Rhode Island, being elected three times—in 1866, 1867, and 1868. He returned to his previous business activities and in 1874 was elected to the U.S. Senate, serving until his death in Bristol, Rhode Island, on September 13, 1881.
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Burnside Carbine

Breech-loading .54-caliber rifle. Only the Sharps and Spencer carbines saw greater use than the Burnside carbine. Although carbines lacked the range of regular rifles, they were the soldier’s preferred weapon when portability and close-range lethality were essential. Both the Burnside carbine and its special brass cartridge were designed and patented by Ambrose E. Burnside, a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army at the time; he would later command the Army of the Potomac during the Civil War. In 1853 he resigned his commission to devote his full energies to developing the new weapon system. Four years later he founded the Burnside Arms Company of Providence, Rhode Island.

The Burnside carbine had a number of features that made it popular with cavalrymen. To load the rifle, the user opened the breechblock by pressing two trigger guards; a cartridge, which had a hole in its base, was then inserted. When the rifleman pulled the trigger, the hammer struck a percussion cap, causing a spark to ignite the cartridge’s gunpowder. The cone-shaped cartridge was designed to seal the space between the barrel and the breech, thus alleviating the problem of hot gas leakage that plagued most other breech-loading weapons of the day. The biggest complaint about the carbine was that the cartridge sometimes stuck in the breech after firing.

In 1857 during a competition at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, the Burnside carbine won fame by besting 17 other carbines. Despite this success, Burnside was forced to declare bankruptcy two years later and assign his patents to others. Approximately 53,800 Burnside carbines were manufactured between 1857 and 1865, and 43 Union and 7 Confederate cavalry regiments were armed with them. Some infantry units also reported using them. The fourth iteration of the carbines featured forestocks, the lack of which in the earlier models was seen as a disadvantage. The carbine became obsolete after the war because of advances in arms technology.
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Burton, William

Birth Date: October 16, 1789

Death Date: August 5, 1866

Governor of Delaware. William Burton was born into a family of means on October 16, 1789, in Sussex County, Delaware. After receiving a degree in medicine from the University of Pennsylvania, he opened a medical practice in Lewes, Delaware, before moving to Milford, where he also established a practice. A member of the Sussex County Militia, by 1827 he had attained the rank of brigadier general. In 1829 he ran for sheriff of Kent County as a Whig and won. Burton served from 1830 until 1834. In 1848 after the Whig Party had begun to disintegrate, Burton, who identified with issues involving states’ rights, joined the Democratic Party. In 1854 he waged an unsuccessful bid for the governorship as a Democrat.

In 1858 Burton again ran successfully for governor as a Democrat and took office in January 1859. His tenure was emblematic of Delaware’s split sympathies toward slavery, states’ rights, and secession. Perhaps the least contentious of the so-called border states, Delaware was nevertheless torn by those who championed slavery and states’ rights and those who were undeniably loyal to the Union. Although the state had only a very small number of slaves, Delaware citizens who identified with at least some of the Southern cause were still fairly numerous. Among them was Governor Burton.

As governor, Burton tried to pursue a middle course in an attempt to mollify Delaware’s conflicted population. He did not champion secession, which in any event did not enjoy much support within the state, but he did support states’ rights. He also looked dimly upon emancipation. As pro-Confederate and pro-Union factions began to arm themselves into makeshift militias, Burton initially requested that the pro-Southern groups disarm, although political pressure from fellow Democrats forced him to rescind that request. By 1861 he had appointed Henry A. du Pont, president of the E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company, as commander of state forces. This move essentially ensured that pro-Confederate militias would be disarmed and that the state’s industries, including the strategic du Pont company, would be protected from would-be saboteurs and pro-Confederate sympathizers.

When the federal government requested troops from each state, Burton walked a fine line. Although he actively promoted enlistment, he refused to pay bounties with state funds and would not allow the state militia to serve in a federal capacity. Pro-Union and pro-Confederate sympathies still ran high in 1862, however, and so state and Union troops were mobilized to keep the peace during the 1862 statewide elections. When Republican-Union Party candidate William Cannon won the 1862 gubernatorial election, state Democrats were incensed, asserting that Cannon had won the contest at gunpoint.

Burton left office on January 20, 1863, and returned to his Milford medical practice. He died on August 5, 1866, in Milford, Delaware.
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Bushnell, Cornelius Scranton

Birth Date: July 18, 1828

Death Date: May 6, 1896

Shipbuilder and railroad executive. Cornelius Scranton Bushnell was born on July 18, 1828, in Madison, Connecticut. At age 15 he started his own business shipping goods along the New England coast. By the next year he was captain of his own 60-ton schooner, and by 1848 he had founded Bushnell & Company in New Haven, Connecticut, which became one of the nation’s largest wholesale food distributors. In 1858 Bushnell became interested in reviving the moribund Shore Line Railroad (later known as the New Haven & New London Railroad) and invested heavily in it. He lobbied Congress to have the U.S. mail carried along the rail line, which dramatically improved the line’s revenues. By 1861 the railroad had linked Boston with New York, and Bushnell became its president. In the meantime, he had also established a small ironworks and shipbuilding operation in New Haven.

In April 1861, Bushnell was conducting business in Washington, D.C., when the Civil War began. For a brief time he served with a Connecticut Militia unit that helped man the city’s defenses. He returned home by early May 1861 and soon became involved in the building of the Union ironclad Galena. As plans for that vessel were being drawn, Bushnell consulted with engineer John Ericsson. In August 1861 Bushnell encouraged Ericsson to submit to the navy his own plans for a revolutionary ironclad warship. Bushnell was so confident of Ericsson’s work that he personally interceded on Ericsson’s behalf with Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles. Ericsson secured the contract for the ship, the celebrated USS Monitor. Bushnell’s own ironclad, the Galena, was a failure, as was apparent in the First Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 15, 1862).
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Connecticut businessman Cornelius Scranton Bushnell, shown here in 1862, was involved in construction of the unsuccessful experimental Union ironclad Galena. Bushnell convinced John Ericsson to submit his plan for the ironclad Monitor, then lobbied for it with Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles. (The Original United States Warship “Monitor.” Cornelius S. Bushnell Memorial Association, 1899)

In addition to his railroad and shipbuilding work, Bushnell was elected to the state legislature in 1862, where he worked closely with Connecticut governor William Buckingham in implementing legislation to aid the Union war effort. After the war Bushnell was heavily involved in the Union Pacific Railroad and dabbled in other ventures, including bridge building and mining. He died on May 6, 1896, in New York City.
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Bussey, Cyrus

Birth Date: October 5, 1833

Death Date: March 2, 1915

Union officer. Cyrus Bussey was born on October 5, 1833, in Hubbard, Ohio, but moved with his family to Indiana. He opened a dry goods business in Bloomfield, Iowa, in the late 1850s and was elected to the Iowa Senate in 1858. In the winter of 1861 he had charge of militia in southeastern Iowa and saw some action in skirmishes with prosecessionist Missouri forces. That spring he was commissioned colonel of the 3rd Iowa Cavalry Regiment. Bussey saw combat during the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) and was on hand for the Battle of Fort Hindman/Arkansas Post (January 9–11, 1863). There he commanded a cavalry brigade but without commensurate rank.

Bussey retained command of a cavalry brigade in the field through the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). After the campaign, he was chiefly on garrison duty in the southwestern theater; he also commanded the District of Eastern Arkansas for a short time. Bussey was finally promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on January 4, 1864.

In February 1865 Bussey was ordered to Fort Smith, Arkansas, to supervise the garrison there. By war’s end, he had been brevetted to major general (volunteers).

Following the war Bussey became a commission merchant, working first in St. Louis, then New Orleans, and finally in New York City. From 1889 to 1893 he was U.S. secretary of the interior, which made him overseer of veterans’ benefits, among other duties. Remaining in Washington, D.C., after his term in office, Bussey died in the city on March 2, 1915.
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Butler, Andrew

Birth Date: November 18, 1796

Death Date: May 25, 1857

U.S. senator from South Carolina. Born near Edgefield, South Carolina, on November 18, 1796, Andrew Butler graduated from South Carolina College in 1817 and was admitted to the state bar in 1819. He established a law practice in Edgefield and in 1824 was elected to the state legislature, where he became a strong supporter of John C. Calhoun and the right of a state to nullify a federal law. In 1833 Butler was appointed circuit judge, and before the year was over he had become a court of appeals judge. He stepped down from the bench in 1846 to accept an appointment to the U.S. Senate, where he served until 1857.

In the Senate, Butler was a strong supporter of his colleague and mentor, Calhoun. As chairman of the Judiciary Committee, Butler opposed the admission of California as a free state, supported the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act, and fought for the passage of the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act. Butler’s impassioned speech in support of the latter prompted Massachusetts senator Charles Sumner to deliver a caustic rebuttal. On May 22, 1856, Butler’s nephew, U.S. representative Preston Smith Brooks of South Carolina, attacked Sumner with a cane while he was seated at his desk in the Senate chamber. The assault was so brutal that it took three years before Sumner could resume his Senate duties.

This unseemly event played a crucial role in galvanizing Northern support for the new Republican Party and in further polarizing the nation. Butler, who had been in failing health, died near Edgefield, South Carolina, on May 25, 1857.
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Butler, Benjamin Franklin

Birth Date: November 5, 1818

Death Date: January 11, 1893

Union officer and politician. Benjamin Franklin Butler was born in Deerfield, New Hampshire, on November 5, 1818, just five months before his father died. Butler’s mother moved the family to Lowell, Massachusetts, in 1828. The income she earned from operating a boardinghouse there enabled Butler to attend Waterville College (now Colby College) in Maine. After graduating in 1838, he studied law and went into practice in 1840. Butler soon became active in the Democratic Party.

In 1853 Butler won election to the Massachusetts House of Representatives. He ran successfully for the state senate in 1859 and attended the 1860 Democratic National Convention in Charleston, South Carolina, where his conviction that the U.S. Constitution upheld slavery led him to support Jefferson Davis for the presidential nomination. When the party fractured along regional lines, Butler supported John C. Breckinridge for president. Butler’s own 1860 candidacy for governor of Massachusetts ended in defeat.

Despite his acceptance of slavery, Butler opposed secession. He supported the Union when the Civil War began, cooperating with his former opponent, Governor John Andrew, to organize Massachusetts’s troops. Appointed brigadier general of the state militia in April 1861, Butler led the 8th Massachusetts Regiment to Maryland, where he threatened to arrest that state’s legislators if they approved an ordinance of secession. On April 25 Butler was named commander of the Military Department of Annapolis. He led 900 troops into Baltimore on May 13, 1861, to forestall any violence between Union and Confederate sympathizers.

President Abraham Lincoln then appointed Butler to major general of volunteers and assigned him to command Fort Monroe in Hampton Roads, Virginia. To secure his position, Butler ordered an attack on nearby Confederate positions, but his troops were repulsed on June 10 at Big Bethel. Butler also took the Union’s first official step against slavery when he declared fugitive slaves who had come into his lines “contraband of war” and refused to return them to their owners. Instead, he put them to work on his fortifications. Lincoln approved the measure. Butler was replaced in August, briefly took command of an expedition that captured two forts guarding Hatteras Inlet in North Carolina, and then returned to New England to raise more troops.

In March 1862 Butler took command of the Department of the Gulf and the army contingent assigned to attack New Orleans. His troops occupied the city at the end of April after the U.S. Navy conveyed them past the forts defending its approaches. Butler aroused considerable controversy by hanging a man who tore down the U.S. flag and by declaring in his infamous General Order No. 28 that any woman who insulted his troops would be treated “as a woman of the town plying her avocation.” He also quarreled with foreign diplomats and seized $800,000 from the Dutch consulate because he believed that the money was earmarked for Confederate use. These many controversies resulted in his recall in December 1862.
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Major General Benjamin Butler was one of the most ineffective senior Union commanders of the Civil War. His lack of aggressive action while in command of the Army of the James probably prevented Union forces from defeating the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia in 1864. Butler was removed from command in January 1865 following his decisaion to call off an assault on Confederate Fort Fisher. (Library of Congress)

Lacking a command, Butler spent most of 1863 shoring up his political position with the Radical Republicans. He was placed in command of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina in November 1863.

Butler was named to command the Army of the James in the spring of 1864. Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant assigned Butler to land on the south bank of the James River and advance toward Petersburg, Virginia, in conjunction with his Overland Campaign against Richmond. Butler landed on the Bermuda Hundred Peninsula on May 5, and the next day he had all of his 33,000 troops ashore. Instead of pushing rapidly toward Petersburg, which was defended by only 2,000 Confederates, Butler paused to entrench. He then spent several days probing the Confederate positions, with the Union forces returning to their lines each night.

On May 16, Butler finally launched a determined attack against General P. G. T. Beauregard’s Confederates at Drewry’s Bluff. Butler’s delays, however, had given Beauregard time to increase his force tenfold, and thus the Union troops were repulsed with a loss of more than 4,000 men, compared to 2,500 Confederate casualties. Butler then withdrew within his Bermuda Hundred fortifications and remained inactive. Given command of the land contingent in a joint army-navy assault on Fort Fisher, which guarded the only remaining major Confederate port of Wilmington, North Carolina, Butler withdrew his forces on December 27 after only three days ashore and without coordinating with his naval counterpart, Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter. Porter was furious, and so was Grant, who dismissed Butler from command in January 1865.

After the war, Butler represented Massachusetts in the U.S. Congress for five terms. He was elected governor of the state in 1882 and was the Greenback Party’s presidential candidate in 1884. He won less than 2 percent of the vote, and that along with his failure to win reelection as governor led to his withdrawal from politics. Butler died on January 11, 1893, in Washington, D.C.
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Butler, Matthew Calbraith

Birth Date: March 8, 1836

Death Date: April 14, 1909

Confederate officer. Matthew Calbraith Butler, the nephew of well-known naval officers Oliver Hazard and Matthew Calbraith Perry, was born on March 8, 1836, in Greenville, South Carolina. After his parents’ deaths with Butler still in his teens, he moved to Edgefield, South Carolina, where he lived with another uncle, Senator Andrew P. Butler. The young Butler graduated from South Carolina College in 1856, was admitted to the state bar in 1857, and served in the South Carolina House of Representatives during 1860–1861.

In the spring of 1861, Butler joined the Confederate Army as a cavalry captain in the Hampton Legion. He saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). In August 1862 he was advanced to colonel and given charge of the 2nd South Carolina Cavalry Regiment. He subsequently performed well at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). At the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863), Butler orchestrated a brilliant rearguard action that repulsed a Union column, but he lost his right foot to an exploding artillery shell. He was on leave until the following winter.

Advanced to brigadier general later in 1863, Butler saw action at numerous engagements, including the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11–12, 1864). Advanced to major general on September 19, 1864, he commanded a cavalry division first in Virginia and then in North Carolina before surrendering with General Joseph Johnston’s command in April 1865.

Butler resumed a law practice in South Carolina after the war and actively engaged in South Carolina politics. From 1877 to 1895 he was a U.S. senator, and in 1898 he became a major general of volunteers during the Spanish-American War. After that he was an executive in a Mexican mining enterprise and later served as vice president of the Southern Historical Association. Butler died on April 14, 1909, in Washington, D.C.
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Butler’s Proclamation

See Woman’s Order

_______________________

Butt, Walter Raleigh

Birth Date: December 10, 1838

Death Date: 1885

Confederate naval officer. Born in Virginia on December 10, 1838, Walter Raleigh Butt was raised in Washington Territory. He was appointed to the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, as an acting midshipman on September 20, 1855, and was promoted to midshipman on graduation from the academy on June 9, 1859, and to passed midshipman on August 31, 1861. Butt was serving on the sailing frigate Congress when the war began.

Butt was dismissed from the navy on October 5, 1861, for refusing to take the oath of allegiance to the United States. He was imprisoned first at Fort Lafayette in New York Harbor, then at Fort Warren in Boston harbor, and finally aboard the sailing frigate Congress in Hampton Roads. Paroled on December 21, 1861, he was exchanged in January 1862.

Commissioned a lieutenant in the Confederate Navy on January 8, 1862, Butt was immediately assigned to the new Confederate ironclad Virginia at Norfolk. He participated in the Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862). Following the scuttling of the Virginia, Butt was assigned to Drewry’s Bluff, Virginia, where he saw action in the First Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 15, 1862).

In February 1863, Confederate Navy lieutenant William H. Murdaugh enlisted Butt to participate in a daring operation to seize USS Michigan on the Great Lakes and use it to destroy locks and U.S. merchant shipping. While Secretary of the Navy Stephen R. Mallory approved the plan, it was vetoed by President Jefferson Davis, who feared that this violation of Canadian neutrality might cause the British government to halt the building of ships there for the Confederacy. From March 1863 to July 1864, Butt was in England seeking command of a commerce raider. When that did not materialize, he returned to the Confederacy.

Butt took command of the gunboat CSS Nansemond in the James River Squadron on December 1, 1864, and saw action in the Battle of Trent’s Reach (January 23–24, 1865). With the Confederate evacuation of Richmond on April 3, squadron commander Rear Admiral Raphael Semmes ordered his ships destroyed. Butt then served ashore in Semmes’s naval brigade, which joined General Joseph E. Johnston’s army in North Carolina. Butt was paroled at Greensboro, North Carolina, on April 28, 1865.

After the war Butt became a captain in the Peruvian Navy, serving under fellow Confederate officer John Randolph Tucker in 1866–1867. Returning to Portsmouth, Virginia, Butt could not find suitable employment and so moved to California, where he was an officer serving in the Pacific Mail Steamship Company steamer City of San Francisco until his death in California sometime in 1885.
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Butterfield, Daniel Adams

Birth Date: October 31, 1831

Death Date: July 17, 1901

Union officer. Born on October 31, 1831, in Utica, New York, Daniel Adams Butterfield attended school in New York City and then embarked on a business career. Shortly after the Civil War began in April 1861, Butterfield enlisted in the Union Army as a first sergeant. He subsequently experienced a meteoric rise through the ranks. Two weeks after his induction, he was appointed colonel of the 12th New York Infantry Regiment. He also received a regular commission as lieutenant colonel. He ably commanded his troops at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). In July 1861 he received command of a brigade and that September was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers.

Butterfield then joined Major General George B. McClellan and his Army of the Potomac for the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Butterfield was severely wounded on June 17, 1862, in the Battle of Gaines’ Mill but had distinguished himself and was awarded the Medal of Honor for this action.

Butterfield became a division commander after the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Prior to the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), he was advanced to commander of V Corps and promoted to major general. His corps took part in the bloody assault on Marye’s Heights. When Major General Joseph Hooker took command of the Army of the Potomac in January 1863, he made Butterfield his chief of staff. In this position, which Butterfield continued to hold under Hooker’s successor, Major General George Gordon Meade, Butterfield made a number of enemies for his officiousness and hot temper.

On July 3, 1863, Butterfield was struck by a shell fragment during the third day of the Battle of Gettysburg, forcing him to leave the army to recover. In the autumn of that same year he returned to duty as chief of staff for Hooker, now commanding XI and XII Corps (later XX Corps) in the Army of the Cumberland at Chattanooga, Tennessee. Butterfield then took command of the 3rd Division in XX Corps, which he led during the first half of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Sickness then forced him to leave the army in June. He ended the war on special service at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Having received regular army brevets to brigadier and major general, Butterfield mustered out of the volunteers in August 1865.

Butterfield remained in the regular army after the war, and until 1870 he headed its recruiting service and was colonel of the 5th Infantry Regiment. He is also known for having developed the haunting bugle call known as “Taps.” He also developed the designs for the system of corps insignia for the Union Army. Butterfield died at his home in Cold Spring, New York, on July 17, 1901.
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Buzzards Roost, Georgia, Engagement at

Start Date: May 8, 1864

End Date: May 9, 1864

Engagement during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). On May 7, 1864, Union major general William T. Sherman began movements around Rocky Face Ridge in the mountains of northern Georgia to force the Confederate Army of Tennessee from its fortified positions in and around Dalton. These maneuvers marked the first stage of the Union attempt to capture Atlanta, 90 miles south of Dalton. Sherman’s plan was to destroy the Western & Atlantic Railroad, the Confederate Army’s supply and communication link with Atlanta. Three gaps existed in Rocky Face Ridge: Snake Creek Gap, Dug Gap, and Mill Gap. Mill Gap was popularly known as Buzzards Roost.

Confederate commander General Joseph E. Johnston correctly assumed that Sherman would not attempt a full assault on Rocky Face Ridge. Johnston anticipated that Sherman would flank him to the west, toward Rome, Georgia, through Buzzards Roost, where Union troops could cut the railroad. Johnston ordered Major General Benjamin F. Cheatham’s division to prepare to defend the gap. Cheatham’s position at Buzzards Roost was the strongest of the Confederate positions at the three gaps and included several artillery redoubts and the intentionally flooded Mill Creek.

Sherman planned a strong diversionary assault near Buzzards Roost while he slipped the Army of the Tennessee through Snake Creek Gap toward the rail link at Resaca. On May 8 Major General George Thomas and three divisions of the Army of the Cumberland attacked Buzzards Roost. Although repulsed, Union troops pinned down Confederate forces in the area. The next day, Major General James McPherson moved the Union Army of the Tennessee through Snake Creek Gap toward the rail line at Resaca. The fighting at Buzzards Roost completely blinded the Confederate high command to these movements. Not until May 13 did Johnston order two corps to leave Dalton and protect their rail link to the south.

By distracting the Confederates at Buzzards Roost, Sherman’s army was able to engage the isolated Confederate units at Resaca. The advantage gained by the Union maneuvers around Rocky Face Ridge was lost, however, when Confederate reinforcements eventually arrived. Even then, Johnston’s ignorance of the Union movements through Snake Creek Gap led to his decision to abandon Resaca and withdraw southward toward Cassville. By evacuating Dalton and Resaca because of these movements, Johnston had abandoned almost half of the ground between Sherman’s army and Atlanta.

JIM PIECUCH AND JASON LUTZ

See also

Atlanta Campaign; Cheatham, Benjamin Franklin; Johnston, Joseph Eggleston; McPherson, James Birdseye; Resaca, Battle of; Sherman, William Tecumseh; Thomas, George Henry

Further Reading

Bonds, Russell S. War Like the Thunderbolt: The Battle and Burning of Atlanta. Yardley, PA: Westholme, 2009.

Fowler, John D. Mountaineers in Gray: The Nineteenth Tennessee Volunteer Infantry Regiment, C.S.A. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2004.


C

Cabell, William Lewis

Birth Date: January 1, 1827

Death Date: February 11, 1916

Confederate officer. William Lewis Cabell was born on January 1, 1827, in Danville, Virginia. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1850, and rose to the rank of captain in the Quartermaster Department. Resigning his U.S. Army commission in March 1861, Cabell took a major’s commission in the Confederate Army, serving as chief quartermaster for Generals P. G. T. Beauregard and Joseph E. Johnston before being sent to join cavalry forces in Arkansas under Major General Earl Van Dorn. Cabell took command of a cavalry regiment along the White River in early 1862. His men harassed Union troops there until mid-March, at which time Van Dorn began moving toward Corinth, Mississippi. Cabell received temporary command of a brigade, which saw sporadic skirmishing near Corinth.

Present for the Battle of Iuka (September 19–20, 1862), Cabell returned to Corinth with his brigade and was slightly wounded during an attack against a Union position. On October 5 he was severely wounded during action along the Hatchie River. Cabell did not return to full duty until early January 1863.

On January 20, 1863, Cabell was advanced to brigadier general, placed in command of cavalry in northwestern Arkansas, and charged with organizing a new cavalry force. He spent a number of months recruiting a largely irregular cavalry force of some 1,250 men. Because many of the men had been guerrillas and partisan rangers, their dependability was in question.

In early August 1863, Cabell was ordered to defend Fort Smith, Arkansas, from an expected Union attack. By now, Cabell’s force had suffered numerous desertions. Realizing that he would be unable to withstand an assault by the numerically superior Union force, Cabell abandoned Fort Smith on August 30.

Cabell’s renegade cavalry took part in the massacre of mostly African American soldiers left on the battlefield after the Battle of Poison Spring (April 18, 1864). As many as 117 black soldiers died during the carnage there. But Cabell’s outfit performed well during a small engagement at Marks’ Mills, Arkansas (April 25, 1864). Cabell was taken prisoner in October 1864 during Major General Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864) and spent the remainder of the war in a Union prison camp.

Released in August 1865, Cabell went to Fort Smith, Arkansas, where he became a successful attorney. He moved to Dallas, Texas, in 1872, where he became involved in local politics. Cabell died there on February 11, 1916.
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Cabinet, CSA

Heads of the executive departments of the Confederate government. The Provisional Confederate Congress, which drafted the Confederate Constitution, authorized President Jefferson Davis to name six heads of executive-level departments. While they were not technically referred to as cabinet members, the six heads acted as a de facto cabinet. The posts included the secretaries of the navy, state, treasury, and war in addition to the attorney general and postmaster general. As was the case with President Abraham Lincoln, Davis factored political calculations into his cabinet selections.
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President Jefferson Davis and his original cabinet with General Robert E. Lee in Richmond. From left: Judah Benjamin and Stephen R. Mallory (seated); LeRoy Walker (standing); Davis; Lee; John Reagan (seated front); Christopher Memminger (in back standing); Robert Toombs (standing); and Alexander Stephens (seated). (Library of Congress)

Unlike Lincoln, however, Davis’s long record of national military and political service afforded him a greater familiarity with the leading political figures. Nevertheless, this did not provide him with a stable council of advisers, even though he chose several former U.S. Senate colleagues for his cabinet. Indeed, between 1861 and 1865, 14 men served in the Confederate cabinet, and only 3—Stephen R. Mallory, John H. Reagan, and Judah P. Benjamin—served for the entirety of the war.

Throughout the war, Davis acted as a strong executive and often ignored the advice of his cabinet members. He also proved much less adept than Lincoln at using his cabinet to enhance his political influence and prestige. Davis originally wanted Robert Toombs of Georgia at the treasury, a post for which he was well suited, but Davis instead nominated Christopher Memminger after South Carolina officials demanded that he be placed in a leading post. This forced Toombs to the position of secretary of state and forced Davis’s own preference for the role of chief diplomat, Robert Barnwell, out of the cabinet altogether. Capable Stephen Mallory, meanwhile, a Senate colleague from Florida who had chaired the Committee on Naval Affairs, held the difficult post of secretary of the navy. The War Department went to Leroy P. Walker of Alabama. Like U.S. secretary of war Simon Cameron, Walker was principally a political appointment and a poor choice for such an important post. Judah Benjamin of Louisiana accepted the position as attorney general, and John Reagan of Texas took charge of the postal service.

With the exception of Mallory, Reagan, and Benjamin, Davis’s advisers proved unsteady. Both Toombs and Walker left the cabinet in 1861 over disagreements with Davis. Robert M. T. Hunter of Virginia took over as secretary of state, and Judah Benjamin moved over to the War Department. Thomas Bragg assumed the role of attorney general, an important post because the Confederacy did not have a supreme court.

Davis further shook up his cabinet in February 1861. He moved the unpopular Benjamin from the War Department to the State Department, a wise move. Benjamin subsequently secured several vital loans from European bankers and remained at his post for the remainder of the war. George Randolph of Virginia entered the cabinet as secretary of war, but he was forced out after his increasing sense of independence clashed sharply with Davis’s desire to control military affairs. James Seddon, another Virginian, replaced Randolph and stayed until retiring in January 1865. John C. Breckinridge was the last Confederate secretary of war.

Treasury Secretary Memminger struggled continuously with the deteriorating economic condition and a Congress reluctant to enact his requests for a more effective financial system. In early 1864 amid rising inflation and scarcity, public pressure forced him out of office. George Trenholm, a South Carolina banker, succeeded him and served for the remainder of the war.

Despite the fact that Davis did not often listen to his own cabinet, he did ensure that it was representational in its makeup, and by war’s end only two states had not provided a cabinet member—Arkansas and Tennessee. Davis did meet with his cabinet regularly and, with the exception of the War Department, largely refrained from meddling in departmental affairs. He also made sure that his cabinet officers were well educated, owned or had owned slaves, and were experienced in national political circles.

As Union forces advanced on Richmond, Davis and his cabinet members left the capital on April 2. Traveling together, they proceeded southward, hoping to elude capture and perhaps establish a government-in-exile. When it became clear that such a scenario was not very likely, the cabinet scattered. Six of the 14 men who had served in the Confederate cabinet were eventually imprisoned, although none for very long.

GREGORY J. DEHLER
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Cabinet, U.S.

Heads of the executive departments of the U.S. government. President Abraham Lincoln’s cabinet, consisting of the heads of each executive department, functioned as his primary advisory council. Lincoln typically met with his cabinet twice a week to discuss the various issues confronting the president—everything from what to do about Fort Sumter in 1861 to when to announce the Emancipation Proclamation. During the Lincoln administration, 13 men filled the seven cabinet positions. William H. Seward Sr. served as secretary of state. Salmon P. Chase was secretary of the treasury until 1864, followed by William P. Fessenden and then Hugh McCulloch. After Simon Cameron’s one-year service as secretary of war, Edwin M. Stanton served for the rest of the Lincoln presidency. Edward Bates resigned as attorney general after Lincoln was reelected in 1864, and James Speed served until 1865. Postmaster General Montgomery Blair served until 1864, when William Dennison took over. Gideon Welles was secretary of the navy. Caleb B. Smith held the office of secretary of the interior, succeeded by John P. Usher.

Much has been written about the unique way in which Lincoln assembled his cabinet. It shocked many that Lincoln, having only served one term in the House of Representatives in the 1840s, won the Republican nomination in 1860 over much more prominent and successful party leaders. Seward had been the youngest man elected governor of New York and had served 12 distinguished years as a U.S. senator. Chase had been one of the founders of the Republican Party, a governor of Ohio, U.S. senator, and a highly respected abolitionist. And Edward Bates had been a framer of the Missouri Constitution, a U.S. congressman, and a distinguished judge. Until the Civil War, a president had largely chosen men who had less experience than he had and who were personally loyal. Lincoln did the opposite. He assembled a “team of rivals,” as one recent historian has termed the cabinet.
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President Abraham Lincoln with members of his cabinet, in council adopting the Emancipation Proclamation on September 22, 1862. From left: Gideon Welles, Salmon P. Chase, Montgomery Blair, William Seward, Caleb Smith, Edward Bates, and Edwin Stanton. (Library of Congress)

Indeed, numerous cabinet members had sought the presidency themselves and believed that they were eminently more qualified than was Lincoln. Seward particularly believed this. Lincoln later explained his cabinet decisions by saying that considering the youth of the Republican Party and the danger of Southern secession, he wanted the very best men to serve. Indeed, he wanted a coalition-like cabinet that would represent different ideological, regional, and political viewpoints. This would help him deflect criticism that he leaned too far in any one direction and would provide him with the broadest possible advice.

Lincoln also made shrewd political calculations in forming his cabinet. Winning only a minority of the popular vote, he needed to unite the North by balancing his cabinet geographically and politically. He selected members from New England (Welles), the Middle Atlantic states (Seward, Cameron), the West (Chase), and the border states (Blair, Bates). He picked former Whigs (Seward, Bates), antislavery Democrats (Stanton, Welles, Blair), and a former Free-Soiler (Chase). And he chose known conciliators (Bates, Cameron) as well as hard-liners (Blair, Welles). Extraordinarily, nobody in the cabinet had any real military experience.

Employing his extraordinary intellect and interpersonal skills, Lincoln won the loyalty of most of his cabinet, especially Seward and Stanton, who became his principal advisers. With a few temporary exceptions, Lincoln’s cabinet officers ran their departments exceedingly well. Seward’s stewardship of the State Department in particular was exactly what Lincoln and the nation needed at the time, and he deserves the lion’s share of the credit for keeping the major European powers from intervening in the conflict or formally acknowledging the existence of the Confederacy.

As the war progressed, Welles, Blair, and Seward proved to be the most consistent supporters of Lincoln’s wartime policies. These same men also backed Lincoln’s vision for a nonpunitive stance toward the Southern states. Early on, Stanton and Chase, who were more radical, pushed Lincoln to issue an emancipation declaration as quickly as possible; they also favored a hard-line Reconstruction policy that was in line with the Radical Republicans in Congress. After Chase left the administration in the late autumn of 1864, the cabinet began to lose its coalition-like characteristics. By then, with Radical Republicans holding forth with larger numbers in Congress, Lincoln had a more difficult time controlling his cabinet. Nevertheless, it served the president and the nation well.

E. MICHAEL YOUNG
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Cadwalader, George

Birth Date: May 16, 1806

Death Date: February 3, 1879

Union officer. George Cadwalader was born in Philadelphia on May 16, 1806. His grandfather was a Revolutionary War militia general. Cadwalader studied law at the University of Pennsylvania and was later admitted to the Pennsylvania bar. In 1830 he married Fanny Butler Mease, granddaughter of Pierce Butler, a U.S. senator from South Carolina. Cadwalader went on to enjoy success in business with Philadelphia’s Mutual Assurance Company (also known as Green Tree), one of the earliest insurance underwriters of policies designed to protect domestic property against fire.

In 1826 Cadwalader became a member of the popular 1st City Troop of the Philadelphia Cavalry. Six years later he was promoted to captain. In 1844, now a brigadier general of the 1st Brigade, 1st Division, of the Pennsylvania Militia, Cadwalader commanded troops in Philadelphia during the anti-Catholic riots inspired by the Know-Nothing Party.

With the beginning of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), in March 1847 Cadwalader received a commission to brigadier general of volunteers from the James K. Polk administration. Cadwalader arrived at Veracruz in June and marched his brigade to the interior, joining Major General Winfield Scott at Puebla in June. Cadwalader’s brigade, designated the 2nd Brigade, served in Major General Gideon Pillow’s 3rd Division. Cadwalader fought in the Battles of Contreras, Churubusco, Molino del Rey, and Chapultepec, and he took part in the final assault on Mexico City. Although Cadwalader did not particularly distinguish himself in field command, he also did not make any major blunders, and he was rewarded for his part in the taking of Chapultepec Castle by being brevetted major general. Following the cessation of hostilities, he served for a short time as governor of the state of Mexico, with headquarters at Toluca. Following the war, Cadwalader returned to his law practice and business interests.

On the beginning of the Civil War in 1861, Cadwalader, now age 55, was appointed a major general of Pennsylvania Volunteers and given command of the 1st Division of the Pennsylvania troops. In this capacity, he served in regional commands and as an adviser to President Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin Stanton and also served on numerous military commissions and boards of inquiry. After some undistinguished field service early in the conflict, Cadwalader mustered out of the Pennsylvania Militia but was appointed a major general of U.S. Volunteers in April 1862.

Cadwalader’s Civil War celebrity came not on the battlefield but instead in matters of constitutional law. On April 27, 1861, Lincoln issued a proclamation suspending the writ of habeas corpus along a line from Philadelphia to the nation’s capital. The proclamation allowed federal troops to arrest and imprison anyone who was deemed a threat to the Union cause. One such person, John Merryman, an officer in a Maryland secessionist drill company, was captured after burning bridges and recruiting for the Confederacy. He was imprisoned at Fort McHenry, over which Cadwalader had jurisdiction. U.S. Supreme Court chief justice Roger B. Taney immediately issued a writ of habeas corpus, demanding that Merryman be tried before a regular court or released. Cadwalader refused to accept the writ, a stance that Lincoln supported. Cadwalader was cited for contempt of court and received a stinging rebuke in Taney’s written opinion in Ex Parte Merryman. Lincoln ignored Taney’s written opinion, despite Merryman’s eventual release from prison. Cadwalader commanded the Department of Pennsylvania at the close of the war and left federal service on July 1, 1865.

Cadwalader devoted the remainder of his life to estate law and became chairman of the board of Mutual Assurance. He died at his Philadelphia home on February 3, 1879.

CHARLES F. HOWLETT

See also

Ex Parte Merryman; Habeas Corpus, Writ of, U.S.; Lincoln, Abraham; Merryman, John; Pillow, Gideon Johnson; Taney, Roger Brooke

Further Reading

Baltzell, E. Digby. Philadelphia Gentlemen. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1979.

Burt, Nathaniel. The Perennial Philadelphians. New York: Arno, 1975.

Lewis, Walker. Without Fear or Favor: A Biography of Chief Justice Roger Brooke Taney. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1965.

Neely, Mark E., Jr. The Fate of Liberty: Abraham Lincoln and Civil Liberties. New York: Oxford University Press, 1991.

Cairo, USS

Lead ship in the seven-vessel Cairo-class (City-class) Union river gunboats named for towns on the western rivers. The center-wheel Cairo-class ships were often referred to as “Pook Turtles” for their rectangular casemates and sloped sides that gave them a turtle-like appearance. Although underpowered, the Cairo and its sister river ironclads were 175′ in length, 51′2″ in breadth, and 6′ in draft. They were capable of 5.5 knots. Heavily armed, they mounted 13 guns: 3 8-inch smoothbores, 4 42-pounder coast defense rifled guns (7-inch bore), and 6 32-pounder rifled guns. Three of the guns fired forward. Each gunboat was protected with 2.5 inches of armor on its casemate and 1.25 inches on the conical pilothouse forward.

Commissioned in January 1862, the Cairo participated in the occupation of Clarksville, Tennessee, in February 1862; the bombardment of Fort Pillow and engagement with Confederate gunboats in April and May; and the Battle of Memphis on June 6. Beginning on December 11, the Cairo took part in the expedition up the Yazoo River under Commander Henry Walke that was part of Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s campaign to take Vicksburg. The expedition consisted of the river ironclads Cairo, Carondelet (flagship), Baron de Kalb, and Pittsburg, along with the tinclads Marmora and Signal, later joined by the ram Lioness. The tinclads and their boats were to drag the river for Confederate torpedoes (mines) secured just below the surface, while the more powerful Union warships provided protection against any attempt at intervention, including by troops ashore. Walke gave explicit orders that the big ships not proceed ahead until the torpedoes had been swept.
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The USS Cairo, lead ship of the Cairo- or City-class of seven river ironclads. These ships were often called “Pook Turtles” for designer Samuel Pook and the shape of the casemate and sloped sides, which gave them a turtle-like appearance. The Cairo was photographed in the Mississippi River in 1862. Note the boat alongside its port bow, crewmen on deck, and other river steamers in the background. (Corbis)

Characteristics of USS Cairo



	Type
	Ironclad gunboat



	Commission date
	January 25, 1862



	Builder
	James Eads and Co.



	Length
	175 feet



	Beam
	51 feet 2 inches



	Draft
	6 feet



	Displacement
	512 tons



	Speed
	4 knots



	Armament



	3 8-inch smoothbore guns



	3 42-pounder rifles



	6 32-pounder rifles



	1 30-pounder rifle



	1 12-pounder rifle



	Crew
	251




At midday on December 12, 1862, about a dozen miles up the river, the smaller ships and their boats were sweeping the river. The Cairo was behind, with the bow of the leading Marmora out of sight thanks to a sharp bend in the river. Suddenly the men on the Cairo heard small arms fire ahead. Lieutenant Commander Thomas Selfridge, the Cairo’s captain, rashly ordered full speed ahead. The Cairo came alongside the Marmora, only to learn that its crew had been firing at a torpedo in the water. Selfridge ordered a boat lowered to inspect the torpedo, which turned out to be one destroyed the day before. In the meantime, the bow of the Cairo had turned in toward the shore, and Selfridge ordered his ship backed out to straighten it upstream.

The Cairo had gone perhaps only half a ship length forward when it struck two mines in quick succession on its port side. The blasts ripped large holes in its hull. The damage was at first thought not to be fatal, but in only a dozen minutes the ironclad went down in about 20 feet of water, a total loss. Only the tops of its pipes were visible. The Lioness then hauled these out to prevent the Confederates from locating the spot and salvaging the ship and its contents.

Selfridge escaped reprimand for events but nonetheless came in for much criticism. One fellow officer noted that “Selfridge of the Cairo found two torpedoes and removed them by placing his vessel over them.” Selfridge himself wrote in later years that he had pushed “perhaps a little farther to the front than prudence dictated.”

The navy abandoned efforts to salvage the Cairo in 1863, and it remained hidden in the thick Yazoo mud for nearly 100 years. Efforts to locate the wreck paid off in 1956, and in the early 1960s the remains, still largely intact, were raised and removed to the National Battlefield Park at Vicksburg, where they are now displayed. The adjacent Cairo Museum houses artifacts recovered from the wreck.

SPENCER C. TUCKER
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Cairo-Class River Ironclads, U.S. Navy

U.S. Navy river ironclads. The seven Cairo-class ironclads (also known as the City class, as the ships were all named for cities along the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers) were built by James Buchanan Eads for use on the shallow inland waterways of the western theater. These seven ships became the core of the U.S. Navy’s Western Flotilla, later the Mississippi Squadron.

Eads met with President Abraham Lincoln’s cabinet at the end of April 1861 and urged the construction of shallow-draft armored gunboats for use on the great western rivers. Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles subsequently ordered John Lenthall, chief of the navy’s Bureau of Construction and Repair, to submit a design for such ships. Lenthall, whose experiences lay with deepwater ships, provided a preliminary design of a craft measuring 170 feet in length and 28 feet in beam with a 5-foot draft that was then submitted to naval constructor Samuel M. Pook. Pook realized that the narrow beam, while necessary for the high seas, was not needed on rivers and proposed a ship 175 feet in length with a beam of 50 feet and a draft of 6 feet. He also added a sloped, armored, rectangular casemate above the gun deck. This protective shell housed a single paddle wheel in the center of the ship as an alternative to the vulnerable side-mounted paddle wheel. A. Thomas Merritt, a steam engineer from Cincinnati, Ohio, provided suggestions on engine construction.

Eads received Pook’s design on August 7, 1861, and was awarded the government contract to build the boats on a low bid of $89,600 each. The contract stipulated that he must deliver seven vessels to Cairo, Illinois, by October 10, 1861, meaning that he had just 65 days in which to construct them.

Eads’s years of experience with snag boats (powerful steamboats used to drag obstructions from the river) proved invaluable. He leased two dry docks to begin construction: one at Union Ironworks at Carondelet, Missouri, and the other at Marine Railway and Shipyard at Mound City, Illinois. Within two weeks, Eads had amassed a workforce of some 4,000 men. Lights were installed at the docks to allow construction to proceed around the clock. The Carondelet slid into the Mississippi River on October 12, 1861, followed by the St. Louis, Louisville, Pittsburg, Cairo, Mound City, and Cincinnati in the next weeks.

Known as “Pook Turtles” for their appearance, the new ironclads entered service at 175′ in length, with a beam of 51′2″, a draft of 6′, and a displacement of 512 tons. The flat-bottomed hulls were laid across three keels, with the outer keels 10′ apart from the center to support the wide beam. Their casemates rose above the waterline at a 35-degree angle and were covered with iron plating 2.5″ thick; the plates themselves were 13″ wide by 8.5′ long and locked together with overlapping lips. The oak planking of the casemates, on which the iron plates were bolted, was 24″ thick forward and 12.5″ on the sides and aft.

The amount of weight that could be placed above deck was limited; therefore, three vital areas could not be adequately armored: the stern, the quarterdeck, and the roof of the casemate, known as the hurricane deck. A conical pilothouse was placed on the hurricane deck to protect the navigator. One paddle wheel, 22 feet in diameter and 18 feet wide, was placed in an opening in the center of the vessel, operating under the protection of the casemate. Five boilers, 3 feet in diameter and 25 feet in length, with a brick furnace at each front end, were placed below decks. Each Cairo-class ironclad was armed with 13 guns: 3 8-inch smoothbores, 4 42-pounder rifled guns, and 6 32-pounders: 3 on the bow, 4 on each side, and 2 on the stern. The Cairo, Carondelet, Cincinnati, Louisville, Mound City, Pittsburg, and St. Louis were all commissioned in January 1862. They performed excellent service in the river campaigns that followed.

WILLIAM WHYTE

See also

Anaconda Plan; Benton, USS; Cairo, USS; Carondelet, USS; Eads, James Buchanan; Foote, Andrew Hull; Lincoln, Abraham; Mississippi Squadron, U.S. Navy; Porter, David Dixon; Rodgers, John, Jr.; Welles, Gideon

Further Reading

Dorset, Phyllis F. “James B. Eads: Navy Shipbuilder, 1861.” U.S. Naval Institute Proceedings (August 1975): 76–79.

Gadner, Elmer L., Jr. “Eads and the Navy of the Mississippi.” American Heritage: Invention and Technology Magazine 9 (Spring 1994): 1–5.

Milligan, John D. “From Theory to Application: The Emergence of the American Ironclad War Vessel.” Military Affairs 48 (July 1984): 126–132.

Silverstone, Paul H. Warships of the Civil War Navies, 1855–1883. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1989.

_______________________

Caldwell, John Curtis

Birth Date: April 17, 1833

Death Date: August 13, 1912

Union officer. John Curtis Caldwell was born on April 17, 1833, in Lowell, Vermont. After graduation from Amherst College in 1855, Caldwell became a teacher and then principal of a private academy in East Macias, Maine. After the Civil War began, he helped recruit the 11th Maine Infantry Regiment, becoming its colonel on November 12, 1861. He saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), and when Brigadier General Oliver O. Howard was wounded in action, Caldwell took charge of his unit—the 1st Brigade in the 1st Division, II Corps, Army of the Potomac. Caldwell was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers on April 28.

During the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) when his division commander was killed in action, Caldwell took command of the 1st Division. In October he conducted a reconnaissance operation near Harpers Ferry, Virginia, leading his old brigade. Present for the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), he was wounded in action and had one of his regiments bolt and run during an assault on Marye’s Heights. Not returning to duty until February 1863, Caldwell led his brigade at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and on May 22 took charge of the 1st Division but without commensurate rank.

Caldwell’s command did not arrive for the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) until the second day of fighting, when it took up a reserve position on Cemetery Ridge. Later that day Caldwell girded his division for battle and launched the largest Union offensive of the battle. On July 3 when his corps commander was wounded, Caldwell took temporary charge of II Corps.

Caldwell next saw action during the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). He was relieved of his divisional command in March 1864 when the army was reorganized, and he never again held a field command. He sat on various military boards until war’s end in 1865. In April 1865 he served in the honor guard for President Abraham Lincoln’s funeral train as it returned to Illinois with the slain president’s body. Brevetted major general of volunteers, Caldwell mustered out on January 15, 1866, and returned to Maine.

Caldwell later became a lawyer, sat in the Maine legislature, and was adjutant general of the Maine Militia (1867–1869). From 1869 to 1874, he served as U.S. consul to Chile; he then served in the same capacity in Uruguay and Paraguay (1874–1882) and Costa Rica (1897–1909). Caldwell died on August 31, 1912, in Calais, Maine.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Calhoun, John Caldwell

Birth Date: March 18, 1782

Death Date: March 31, 1850

Political leader, U.S. secretary of war, vice president, and secretary of state. One of the most dominant political figures in the United States during the first half of the 19th century, John Caldwell Calhoun was born on March 18, 1782, in what became Abbeville, South Carolina. He graduated from Yale College in 1804 and studied law in Connecticut. He returned to South Carolina in 1807 and was admitted to the bar. Although a gifted lawyer, he disliked the profession and decided that he could best serve his state and country as a planter and in public service. Calhoun was elected to the South Carolina legislature in 1808 as a Democratic-Republican. In 1810 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives for the first of three terms, serving until November 1817. Calhoun quickly established himself as one of the War Hawks, calling for an aggressive stance toward Great Britain during the Napoleonic Wars. During the War of 1812, he did his best to raise funds to prosecute the war, weed out unfit officers and cabinet members, and strengthen the unity of the nation.
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South Carolinian John C. Calhoun was a dominant U.S. political figure in the first half of the 19th century. Elected to Congress in 1810, he advocated war with Britain. During 1817–1825 he was a highly effective secretary of war and he was vice president of the United States in 1825–1832. Then, as a U.S. senator, he was a staunch defender of slavery and states’ rights. (Library of Congress)

Following the war, Calhoun became known as a nationalist, calling for federal support of internal improvements such as canals and roads. He drafted a bill to create the Second Bank of the United States and supported a protective tariff. From 1817 to 1825, Calhoun served as secretary of war in President James Monroe’s cabinet, proving to be one of the most effective secretaries of war in the nation’s history. Calhoun established military posts in the West, which would prove essential for westward expansion and the prosecution of the Indian Wars; created the first general staff; and established the position of commanding general of the army. He also developed the expansible army concept, or what would be known as skeletonizing today. It called for an officer-heavy force that could be rapidly expanded by volunteers in time of war. Congress rejected the plan because of its expense, however. Calhoun wanted to court-martial Andrew Jackson for his invasion of Spanish Florida, but the president countermanded him.

In 1824 Calhoun was the presidential candidate selected by the Democratic-Republican congressional caucus. In the past, this choice was the party’s certain nominee. By 1824, however, local party organizations were exerting their power, and Calhoun could not overcome Jackson, Henry Clay, and John Quincy Adams. Calhoun was nominated for vice president and was inaugurated in 1825 along with President-elect John Quincy Adams. Calhoun joined a pro-Jackson faction, worked for Jackson’s election in 1828, and was again elected vice president. Calhoun soon became alienated from the president, however, as his states’ rights views hardened following the passage of the Tariff of 1828. His earlier attempt to censure Jackson over Florida was also a sensitive issue.

In 1832 Calhoun resigned the office of vice president and was elected senator from South Carolina. He held the office for the rest of his life, with a short interval as secretary of state under John Tyler from 1844 to 1845. As senator, Calhoun helped negotiate the Compromise Tariff of 1833 that ended the Nullification Crisis. He became best known as a champion of slavery and states’ rights. While serving as secretary of state, Calhoun argued forcefully for the annexation of Texas, seeing Texas as additional slave territory and believing that it could be a buffer between the United States and Mexico. Conversely, Calhoun opposed the Mexican-American War in 1846. He feared that the United States would add vast new territories from Mexico that would bring the question of slavery’s spread to the fore and expand the scope and powers of the federal government. He opposed the admission of Oregon and California as free states in 1848 and 1849 because that move would upset the regional balance in Congress.

Toward the end of his life, Calhoun warned against the dissolution of the Union if the federal government did not protect slavery. His final act came during the debate over the Compromise of 1850. Too ill to speak, on March 4 he had a colleague read a fiery speech that called for the protection of slavery. Calhoun died on March 31, 1850, in Washington, D.C., before the Compromise of 1850 was reached. He had warned darkly—and presciently—that the Union would be dissolved within 12 years if slavery was not guaranteed.

TIM J. WATTS
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California

Western state covering 158,706 square miles. The state of California, with an 1860 population of 379,994 people, is bordered by Mexico to the south, Oregon to the north, Nevada and Arizona to the east, and the Pacific Ocean to the west. The question of California’s statehood opened the turbulent 1850s by bringing the issue of the expansion of slavery back to the forefront of American politics.

The rapid expansion of California’s population following the 1849 Gold Rush led to serious concerns over how to best govern the area; ultimately the solution was to admit California into the Union, which occurred on September 9, 1850. The conflict between North and South was joined when California wrote a free-state constitution. There were two significant issues raised by California’s admission. One was the balance in the U.S. Senate between slave and free states, and the other was the physical expansion of slavery. By 1850, the Senate was balanced between free- and slave-state representatives. The admission of a new free state would shift the balance of power toward the North, a major source of concern for the slave states of the South. In addition, many Southerners fretted about the possibility that other territories won during the Mexican-American War—New Mexico and Utah—would be closed to slavery. To many in the South, this was troubling because they held that slave territory had to continue growing in order to survive.

The struggle over these issues spawned the Compromise of 1850. The components of the deal were complex and made neither side happy, thus laying a foundation of frustration that would last until the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861. Under the Compromise of 1850, the free states agreed to a stronger fugitive slave law, which upset many Northerners and led to an increase in the number of personal liberty laws in the North. In addition, Texas gave up its claims to the source of the Rio Grande in defining its western boundary and thus the eastern part of what became New Mexico Territory in exchange for money that Texas would use to pay its debts incurred during nine years as an independent republic. The compromise also outlawed the slave trade in the District of Columbia. California was admitted as a free state, and thus the South accepted a free-state majority in the U.S. Senate. The remainder of the territory won from Mexico would be open to slavery under the concept of popular sovereignty, which would serve as an example for the divisive 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act.

California remained a reliably Democratic Party state until the 1860 presidential election, when Republican Abraham Lincoln beat Democrat Stephen Douglas by the slimmest of margins—32.3 percent to 31.7 percent. The election would also see California Republicans sent to the U.S. House of Representatives, where they would remain dominant throughout the war years. Also during the war, Republicans took control of the state legislature, and voters elected Republican Leland Stanford to the governorship.

With the beginning of the Civil War, the California state legislature quickly pledged support to the Union. Thereafter the legislature stymied pro-Confederate sentiments by outlawing the display of the Confederate flag and forbidding pro-Southern sympathizers from seeking relief in state courts. State legislators also ordered the closing of numerous pro-Confederate newspapers. Briefly in January 1861, a cabal of pro-Southern Californians declared the Pacific Republic, actually raising a flag of the breakaway state in Stockton, California. State authorities swiftly squashed the effort, however.

California supplied the Union with important and precious commodities for the war effort, including wool, wheat, foodstuffs of many kinds, and, most of all, gold. Indeed, California provided on average $1 million per week in gold throughout the war, or more than $170 million during the first three years of the conflict, a considerable sum for support of the war effort.

The draft never went into effect in California; nevertheless, the state still managed to call up nearly 16,000 volunteer troops. Most remained on home-guard duty. California produced eight infantry and two cavalry regiments as well as several cavalry and mountaineer battalions. The so-called California Battalion went east with 500 men who served with the 2nd Massachusetts Cavalry, while the California Column was sent to New Mexico. Among the actions in which Californians participated were the engagement at Picacho Pass, New Mexico Territory (Arizona), on April 15, 1862, and the occupation of Tucson. While they did not see the heavy combat of their eastern counterparts, Californians did free up other regiments to serve in other locations. During the course of the war, 108 Californians were killed in action and 465 died of other causes, for a total of 573 deaths. Numerous prominent Civil War officers had served in the state prior to the war, including John C. Frémont, Albert Sidney Johnston, Henry Halleck, and Ulysses S. Grant.
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California, Union Department of

Prewar U.S. administrative unit. The Union Department of California was created in 1860 but lasted only until January 15, 1861, when it was absorbed by the Union Department of the Pacific. The department encompassed all of California, all of present-day Arizona, the present-day state of Nevada west of 117 degrees west longitude, and the southwestern section of the present-day state of Oregon. San Francisco, the most important city within the department, served as command headquarters. That city contained a strategic port, a national mint, and the Benecia Arsenal. Nevada was crucial to the Union because of the large supply of silver it contained. On January 15, 1861, the Department of California became part of the Department of the Pacific.
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California Column

Force of California Union volunteers who helped expel Confederate troops from New Mexico Territory in 1862. In July 1861, U.S. secretary of war Simon Cameron ordered California governor John G. Downey to organize his state’s volunteers to protect the federal overland mail route from secessionist sympathizers in southern California. Soon the 1st California Volunteer Infantry Regiment, six companies of the 1st and 2nd California Volunteer Cavalry regiments, and an artillery battery of the 3rd U.S. Artillery were ensconced at Camp Downey (in present-day Oakland). This force, commanded by Colonel James Henry Carleton, numbered 1,500 men. Later the arrival of the 5th California Infantry Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel George W. Bowie, raised it to 2,350 soldiers.

On September 17, 1861, Carleton moved his force to Camp Latham, in present-day Culver City. Soon news arrived in California that Confederate lieutenant colonel John Robert Baylor with a small force of Texans, Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley with an army of 2,515 Texas volunteers, and Captain Sherod Hunter, leading the Arizona Rangers, were expelling Union colonel Edward R. S. Canby’s troops from New Mexico Territory (present-day New Mexico and Arizona).

On December 9, 1861, Colonel George Wright, commander of the Department of California, and Carleton asked the War Department for permission to march into New Mexico Territory and attack Confederate forces there. Receiving immediate approval, Wright appointed Carleton to command the entire force of 2,350 men and began concentrating troops and supplies at Fort Yuma in southeastern California. While Carleton organized and trained his men, Confederate captain Hunter and his rangers occupied Tucson on February 18, 1862, and proclaimed Arizona a Confederate territory.

On March 1 Carleton (promoted to brigadier general on April 18) commenced his march toward Tucson, dispatching his men in separate units because of the harshness of the terrain. Carleton’s progress was impeded by Confederate destruction of supplies along his route. All attempts to communicate with Canby were also foiled by the capture of his scouts. Despite difficulties, following minor skirmishing with the Confederates at Picacho Pass on April 15, Carleton’s Californians occupied Tucson on May 20. Hunter’s rangers had fled, and the region, which would become Arizona Territory in 1863, was restored to Union control.

Sibley’s Confederates had withdrawn to Texas in April, leaving only a small Confederate garrison at Fort Thorn. On August 7, 1862, Carleton’s California column occupied Fort Thorn, and New Mexico Territory was also secured for the Union. Carleton assumed command of the Department of New Mexico on September 18. For the remainder of the war, he and his troops battled not Confederates but Apaches and Navajos.
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Camden Expedition

Start Date: March 23, 1864

End Date: May 3, 1864

Union offensive in Arkansas, part of the larger Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). The Red River Campaign was designed to capture Shreveport, Louisiana, for a subsequent invasion of Texas. The campaign had two major prongs—one proceeding up the Red River Valley in Louisiana, with Major General Nathaniel P. Banks as its principal ground forces commander and Rear Admiral David D. Porter commanding the naval forces, and another to close on Shreveport from the north through Arkansas, under Department of Arkansas commander Major General Frederick Steele. Success in such operations often depends on the different columns arriving at the objective at the same time, and this certainly did not occur in the Red River Campaign, allowing the Confederate defenders to concentrate on first one and then the other of the Union columns.

Steele, who had opposed the plan because of supply problems, the state of the region’s roads, and a lack of forage, departed his base at Little Rock, Arkansas, on March 23, with 8,500 men in the 3rd Division of VII Corps and two cavalry brigades. He was nearly three weeks behind schedule because of supply and logistical problems. Steele proceeded south toward Camden, Arkansas, where he planned to resupply before proceeding on to Shreveport. At Arkadelphia, Steele was supposed to be reinforced by a brigade under Brigadier General John M. Thayer, which would have increased Steele’s total strength to about 10,250 men. Skirmishes with Confederate forces along the way weakened Steele’s forces and further depleted his supplies. When he arrived in Arkadelphia on March 29, Thayer was still several days distant. Unable to delay further, however, Steele decided to press on, despite supply shortages.

Steele fought Brigadier General Joseph O. Shelby’s forces on April 3 at Elkin’s Ferry and Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke’s forces on April 4 while crossing the Ouachita River. Steele managed to repulse the Confederates and crossed the river with few problems. On April 10 he encountered Major General Sterling Price’s forces at Prairie D’Ane. Steele reached Camden on April 15 and occupied the town but found virtually no supplies.

On April 17 Steele dispatched Colonel James M. Williams with a foraging party to travel approximately 20 miles to a place called Lee’s Plantation to procure corn. On the morning of April 18 in the Battle of Poison Spring, a Confederate force three times its size ambushed and destroyed the Union foragers as they returned to Camden.

On April 20 a supply train did arrive from Pine Bluff, but the supplies were insufficient to meet Steele’s needs. Steele then sent Lieutenant Colonel Francis M. Drake and fewer than 2,000 men to Pine Bluff to obtain additional supplies. On April 25 Drake’s force was defeated by the Confederates in the Battle of Marks’ Mills. Only 300 Union troops escaped. This lopsided Confederate victory and the state of his supplies prompted Steele to withdraw to his base at Little Rock under cover of darkness on April 26. At Jenkins’ Ferry on April 30, pursuing Confederate forces under Price and Edmund Kirby Smith caught up with Steele crossing the Sabine River. Steele had prepared defensive positions, and although fighting continued for most of the day, he was able to get most of his men across the river. Union casualties totaled 700 men, whereas the Confederates lost 800–1,000. In the entire campaign, Steele had lost some 2,750 men, the Confederates some 2,300. The Union had also lost nine guns and more than 650 wagons.
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Cameron, James

Birth Date: March 1, 1801

Death Date: July 21, 1861

Union officer. Born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, on March 1, 1801, James Cameron was the younger brother of Secretary of War Simon Cameron. Prior to the Civil War, James Cameron owned or operated several Pennsylvania newspapers, studied law, worked for two railroads, and served as deputy attorney general of the mayor’s court in Lancaster.

Despite having no military experience, Cameron was able to secure an appointment as a colonel largely because of his brother’s position in the Abraham Lincoln administration. Cameron took command of the 79th New York Infantry Regiment, which was assigned to Colonel William T. Sherman’s brigade, in July 1861. On the afternoon of July 21, Cameron personally led his regiment into the fighting on Henry Hill during the First Battle of Bull Run. He led the regiment in a charge up the slopes of Henry Hill in an attempt to recapture Union artillery. Shot in the chest, he died quickly.

Some of Cameron’s men attempted to retrieve his body, but they had to abandon it on the field when the Union army retreated later that afternoon. His body remained buried on the battlefield until March 1862, when his remains were identified and sent to the Cameron family plot in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania.
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Cameron, Robert Alexander

Birth Date: February 22, 1828

Death Date: March 10, 1894

Union officer. Robert Alexander Cameron was born on February 22, 1828, in Brooklyn, New York. He moved with his family to Valparaiso, Indiana, in the early 1840s. Cameron graduated from Indiana Medical College in 1849 and went on to study at Rush Medical College in Chicago. However, he lacked interest in the medical profession and purchased a newspaper, the Valparaiso Republican, in 1857. He later served as a Lincoln delegate at the 1860 Republican Convention in Chicago and was a member of the Indiana House of Representatives.

With the beginning of the Civil War in April 1861, Cameron was mustered into the Union Army on April 23, 1861, as a captain with the 9th Indiana Infantry, serving under Major General George B. McClellan in western Virginia. Following the completion of his regiment’s three-month enlistment period, Cameron induced the men to reenlist for the duration of the war, which earned him an appointment as lieutenant colonel, 19th Indiana Infantry, on July 29, 1861.

On February 3, 1862, Cameron transferred to the 34th Indiana, with which he saw action with Major General John Pope at New Madrid in Missouri and the Battle of Island No. 10 (April 7, 1862) on the Mississippi River. Cameron was promoted to colonel on June 15, 1862. During the Battle of Port Gibson (May 1, 1863), Cameron sustained an injury to his eye and was unable to take part in the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863). Following the subsequent Siege of Vicksburg, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on August 11, 1863.

Transferred to the Department of the Gulf for Major General Nathanial P. Banks’s 1864 Red River Campaign, Cameron commanded a division of XIII Corps and briefly the corps. Following this campaign, Cameron oversaw the occupation of Thibodeaux, Louisiana, as commander of the Lafourche District, Department of the Gulf, and was brevetted major general of volunteers on March 13, 1865. Three months later he resigned from the army.

Cameron spent the rest of his life in the West, where he passed most of his time pioneering and establishing farming colonies in Colorado. After spending several years in San Francisco, he returned to Colorado and served as a postal clerk in Denver and later as warden of the state penitentiary. Cameron died on March 10, 1894, at his farm near Canon City, Colorado.
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Cameron, Simon

Birth Date: March 8, 1799

Death Date: June 26, 1889

U.S. senator and briefly secretary of war in the Abraham Lincoln administration. Simon Cameron was born on March 8, 1799, in Maytown, Pennsylvania. Orphaned while young, he apprenticed to a printer. After learning the trade, Cameron became a journalist and newspaper editor before purchasing his own newspaper in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in 1824. From 1825 to 1827, he was the official printer for the State of Pennsylvania. He then bought land and constructed several railway lines that ultimately became the Northern Central Railroad, for which he served as president for a time. During the late 1820s, he also served as adjutant general of Pennsylvania.

Meanwhile, Cameron had become interested in politics. He was a member of the Whig Party before he joined the Democratic Party. From 1845 to 1849, Cameron represented Pennsylvania in the U.S. Senate, filling a vacancy left by James Buchanan. Cameron again changed party affiliation, joining the Republican Party. In 1856 he was again elected to the U.S. Senate and served from March 1857 to March 1861, at which time he resigned his seat to become secretary of war.

Cameron’s tenure as secretary of war was short and tempestuous. Almost immediately, he was accused of corruption and of aiding his own business interests by using his influence in Washington. Even some members of his own party called on Lincoln to oust Cameron from the cabinet. Cameron resigned his post on January 14, 1862, just 10 months after taking office. He claimed ignorance of the allegations against him, although there was evidence to suggest that he had indeed engaged in shady dealings. In retrospect, Cameron’s departure was for the best, for the nation was now fully engaged in the Civil War, and Lincoln needed someone with more experience heading the War Department. Lincoln replaced Cameron with Edwin M. Stanton.

As a consolation, Lincoln named Cameron U.S. minister to Russia in 1862, a position he held for less than a year. Elected to the U.S. Senate as a Republican in 1866, Cameron was reelected in 1872 and served until he resigned on March 12, 1877. Cameron retired from politics, divested himself of most of his business ventures, and spent his last years traveling the globe and tending his farm. Cameron died on June 26, 1889, in Maytown, Pennsylvania. His son, James Donald Cameron, also served as secretary of war and as a U.S. senator from Pennsylvania.
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Campbell, Alexander William

Birth Date: June 4, 1828

Death Date: June 13, 1893

Confederate officer. Alexander William Campbell was born on June 4, 1828, in Nashville, Tennessee. After studying law, he was admitted to the bar in 1851 and established a successful practice in Jackson, Tennessee. In the spring of 1861, he enlisted in the Confederate Army as a private. By year’s end, however, he had been advanced to major and then to colonel, in command of the 33rd Tennessee Infantry Regiment.

During the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Campbell received a serious wound. After several months’ recovery, he returned to duty as assistant adjutant and inspector general for Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk. In early 1863 Campbell joined the Tennessee State Volunteer and Conscript Bureau but was taken prisoner by Union forces in July 1863 near Lexington, Tennessee.

Exchanged in February 1865, Campbell received command of a brigade in Lieutenant General Nathan B. Forrest’s cavalry corps. On March 1, 1865, Campbell was formally advanced to brigadier general and competently led his men until war’s end in April 1865. After the war he returned to his law practice, and in 1880 he mounted a failed gubernatorial campaign. Campbell died on June 13, 1893, in Jackson, Tennessee.
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Campbell, John Archibald

Birth Date: June 24, 1811

Death Date: March 12, 1889

U.S. Supreme Court justice and assistant secretary of war for the Confederacy. John Archibald Campbell was born on June 24, 1811, in Washington, Georgia, into a distinguished family. He entered Franklin College (University of Georgia) at age 11 and graduated when he was 14. He then secured an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, but had to leave because of family problems. Campbell returned to Georgia, where he studied law and was admitted to the bar when he was only 18.

Campbell soon moved to Alabama, where he practiced law. Twice elected to the Alabama legislature, in June 1850 he became a delegate to the Nashville Convention, where Southern representatives met to consider the protection of their perceived rights. Campbell was a moderating force and drafted many of the resolutions eventually passed by the convention.

Campbell had earned a national reputation as an attorney by the time he was 40. In 1853 he was appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court. He proved to be a strong defender of states’ rights and opposed what he viewed as infringements by the national government. Campbell’s opinions included a dissent in Marshall v. Baltimore & Ohio Railroad (1853) in which he rejected the idea that a corporation could be treated as a citizen. He concurred with the majority in Scott v. Sandford (1857), in which the Supreme Court rejected Congress’s authority to prohibit slavery in any territory.

Campbell may be better remembered for his activities during the Civil War. A Unionist in 1860, he attempted to mediate a peaceful solution to the secession crisis. When commissioners were sent to Washington, D.C., by the provisional Confederate government in early 1861, Campbell acted as a go-between for them and Secretary of State William H. Seward. The effort failed, and Campbell resigned from the Supreme Court on April 30, 1861.

In 1862 Campbell accepted a position as assistant secretary of war for the Confederacy, with special responsibility for enforcing conscription laws. In January 1865 he was one of three Confederate officials who met with President Abraham Lincoln and Seward at Hampton Roads to mediate an end to the conflict. The conference ended in failure.

Campbell was financially ruined by the war, but he resumed his law practice, this time in New Orleans. He died in Baltimore, Maryland, on March 12, 1889.

TIM J. WATTS

See also

Hampton Roads Peace Conference; Nashville Convention; Washington Peace Conference

Further Reading

Connor, Henry G. John Archibald Campbell. Reprint ed. New York: Bibliobazaar, 2009.

Saunders, Robert Jr. John Archibald Campbell: Southern Moderate. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1997.

_______________________

Campbell’s Station, Battle of

Event Date: November 16, 1863

Western theater battle that preceded the Confederate siege of Knoxville, Tennessee. At Chattanooga, Tennessee, Confederate general Braxton Bragg and Lieutenant General James Longstreet were at odds as to how to proceed against Union troops occupying the city. In part to reduce tensions between the two men and in part to draw off attention from the siege, Confederate president Jefferson Davis ordered Longstreet to advance on and capture Knoxville, then held by some 20,000 Union troops under Major General Ambrose E. Burnside. Bragg would continue the siege of Chattanooga with 40,000 men while Longstreet marched to Knoxville with 17,000 men, including 5,000 cavalry.

Longstreet set out on November 4 and crossed the Tennessee River near Loudon 10 days later. With the arrival of the Confederates, Burnside hastened to withdraw his advanced force of IX and XXIII Corps in the Loudon area. Longstreet failed to engage Burnside near Lenoir as he had hoped, and both sides then raced to Campbell’s Station, which was strategically situated on the Kinston Road to Knoxville. If the Federals could get there first, they would be able to withdraw into Knoxville in safety, but if the Confederates arrived first, they could force the Federals to fight outside the prepared earthworks at Knoxville.

The Union forces reached Campbell’s Station at noon, having abandoned some of their supply wagons to do so. Longstreet arrived some 15 minutes later, and fighting soon ensued. Longstreet attempted a double envelopment. Confederate major general Lafayette McLaw’s division drove in the Union right. The Union troops had to redeploy but managed to hold. Confederate brigadier general Micah Jenkins’s division was unable to turn the Union left. Burnside then ordered his men to withdraw about three-quarters of a mile to a ridge, a movement that was accomplished without problem. The fighting then came to an end. Union casualties totaled 318 men; the Confederates lost 174.

Burnside withdrew into the fortified Knoxville lines that night, and the Confederate siege of that place began on November 17. Had Longstreet reached Campbell’s Station first, the results of the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863) might have been quite different.
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Camp Chase, Ohio

Union mustering and prisoner-of-war facility. First established in May 1861, Camp Chase was named for former Ohio governor and secretary of the treasury Salmon P. Chase. As many as 150,000 Union soldiers passed through Camp Chase between 1861 and 1865, mustering into or out of the volunteer army, while some 25,000 Confederate prisoners were housed there or passed through the facility. Most of the Confederate detainees were from western military campaigns. Early on, Confederate officers and parolees were allowed to venture into Columbus, eat in restaurants, and register in hotels. Camp Chase also became a popular tourist attraction, and state officials even permitted group tours of the facility. By early 1863, however, such lax discipline resulted in the assumption of control by federal authorities, who quickly transferred officers interned at Camp Chase to Johnson’s Island Prison on Lake Erie. Rules were significantly tightened for the prisoners, all mail was censored, and public visitation was forbidden.

Conditions for prisoners housed at Camp Chase were far from ideal. Barracks designed for 4,000 men were jammed with as many as 7,000, food was meager and poor, and poorly drained muggy ground caused all sorts of health problems, as did contaminated water supplies and open latrines. Prisoners were often badly treated by ill-trained guards.

Toward the end of the war some improvements were made to Camp Chase, many of them by the prisoners themselves. Barracks facilities were expanded to accommodate 7,000 men, but influxes of new prisoners resulted in more overcrowding; by early 1865, the expanded barracks were housing as many as 9,400 men.

The precise number of detainees who died at Camp Chase is not known, but the adjacent cemetery, with 2,260 Confederate graves, is a grim testimonial to the high rate of deaths there from disease, malnutrition, and exposure. At least one smallpox outbreak ravaged the camp during the war.

Camp Chase was closed shortly after the war ended and was dismantled entirely in 1867. All that remains of the facility today is the Confederate cemetery, with 2,260 white headstones.
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Camp Douglas, Illinois

Union prisoner-of-war facility. Located near Chicago, Illinois, Camp Douglas was one of the largest Union prison camps for captured Confederate soldiers. Of the more than 26,000 Confederate detainees held at Camp Douglas, more than 4,400 died, making it the deadliest of all Union camps. The camp was initially established as a recruitment and training center in 1861 but was converted into a prison after Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant captured Fort Donelson, Tennessee, on February 15, 1862, along with some 15,000 Confederate defenders. More than 3,000 of these captives had reached Camp Douglas by February 21, 1862.

The camp had several advantages, including existing barracks and its location on a major rail line. However, it had little provisions for securing prisoners, forcing the emergency construction of a stockade wall. The section of camp for the detainees, called Prison Square, held 64 barracks 24 by 90 feet in size, each with its own kitchen and bunks for 95 men.
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Illustration of an aerial view of Camp Douglas in Chicago, Illinois, in 1864. Originally established as a recruitment and training facility, it became one of the largest Union prisoner of war facilities. It was also the deadliest. Of some 26,000 Confederates held here during the war, more than 4,400 died, most of them from disease. (Chicago History Museum/Getty Images)

The prison easily accommodated its first captives but within a few months was well above its planned capacity of 6,000 men. Overcrowding soon overwhelmed the logistical system of the camp. The location, on low ground, was subject to regular flooding, and the sewage system proved insufficient, causing disease and mortality rates to climb. Officials of the U.S. Sanitary Commission recommended abandoning the site, but instead Union leaders added to the number of captives. In the winter of 1862–1863, the camp’s monthly mortality rate reached 10 percent. The camp hospital contained only 120 beds, forcing hundreds of sick prisoners to remain in the barracks. Camp authorities did little to heat the barracks, which added to the deteriorating conditions. By late 1864, more than 12,000 prisoners had been crammed into Prison Square.

Camp Douglas also witnessed more successful escapes than any other Union prison, with 343 reported. Camp commandants devoted much time and considerable resources attempting to improve security but could not always stop the desperate captives. In the autumn of 1864, rumors circulated of a Confederate plot to attack the camp and free the prisoners, although no assault occurred. After General Robert E. Lee’s surrender in April 1865, Union officials reduced the camp’s population by allowing prisoners to swear the oath of allegiance to the United States and leave for home. Those who refused the oath were released by the end of July 1865, and the camp was decommissioned and demolished that autumn.
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Camp Ford, Texas

Confederate prisoner-of-war facility. Located near Tyler, Texas, Camp Ford was the largest Confederate Army prisoner camp west of the Mississippi River. More than 5,000 Union prisoners were sent to Camp Ford, with approximately 300 dying there of all causes. The camp was built in the spring of 1862 for recruitment and training purposes. It was converted to a prison in the autumn of 1863, with detainees initially held on open ground. Rumors of a planned mass escape prompted the construction of a crude stockade.

In the spring of 1864, battles in Louisiana and Arkansas had swelled the prison’s population to more than 5,000. Prisoners continued to be held in an open stockade with little shelter, but guards did allow detainees to construct their own living quarters using wood from local forests. Despite the rough-hewn conditions, the mortality rate remained relatively low thanks mostly to ample food supplies in the area. Union control of the Mississippi River had prevented the shipment of beef and grain to the rest of the Confederacy, leaving plenty for the captives. Prisoners also tended garden plots to supplement their rations, minimizing diet-related sickness. Detainees at Camp Ford spent much of their time on handicrafts, which could be traded to the guards for luxuries. They made furniture, musical instruments, flatware, pottery, and chess sets.

Camp Ford’s eventual overcrowding caused illness to spread beyond the capabilities of the small camp hospital by late 1864. When word of General Robert E. Lee’s surrender on April 9, 1865, reached Camp Ford, the guards simply walked away, leaving the prisoners to fend for themselves. Some managed to walk the 300 miles to Fort Smith, Arkansas, to obtain assistance for their comrades who were unable to travel. The camp has been restored and is now a public historic park owned by Smith County, Texas.
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Camp Hoffman, Maryland

See Point Lookout Prison, Maryland
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Camp Jackson Affair

Event Date: May 10, 1861

Inflammatory incident between Union troops and Missouri citizens. At the beginning of May 1861, Missouri governor Claiborne F. Jackson, who had initially favored the Confederacy but then declared himself “neutral,” called out the Missouri Militia for “maneuvers” at “Camp Jackson,” northwest of St. Louis (on the current campus of St. Louis University). Fearful that this was a secessionist plot and that the militia might have secured artillery, U.S. Army captain Nathaniel Lyon marched out from St. Louis with troops toward the militia encampment at Camp Jackson. Although it is unclear how many of the militiamen were secessionists, Lyon was determined that they be disarmed. Threatening force, Lyon secured the surrender of 669 militiamen and their commander, Brigadier General David M. Frost.

When the militiamen refused to take an oath of allegiance to the United States, Lyon brought them back under guard into St. Louis, prior to issuing them a parole and releasing them. As the Union soldiers, most of whom were of German descent and disliked by many Missourians, moved with their prisoners through St. Louis, they found themselves harangued and then attacked by angry crowds. In the ensuing melee, shots were fired. Two soldiers and two dozen civilians were killed and perhaps 50 others were injured in what some called a “massacre.”

Although the highly publicized Camp Jackson Affair (Camp Jackson Massacre) polarized the state, Missouri remained firmly in Union hands. Lyon was promoted to brigadier general.
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Camp Morton, Indiana

Union prisoner-of-war facility. Located on the north side of Indianapolis, Indiana, the 35-acre site was established as the fairgrounds for the Indiana State Fair in the 1850s. In 1861 the state government began using the facility as a mustering and training area for state volunteers. At that point, the area was informally named Camp Morton, in honor of Indiana governor Oliver P. Morton.

In February 1862, Union officials needed a facility to hold Confederates taken during the Battles of Fort Henry (February 6, 1862) and Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), and they pressed into service Camp Morton. The first internees arrived by mid-February, and by the early summer the prison population had increased to nearly 3,000. Initially the prisoners were held in facilities intended to hold livestock; the barracks had no floors and had paper-thin walls and very little heat. New barracks were hastily built, but they still proved woefully inadequate. The prisoners suffered from the winter cold and bad drainage, which facilitated the spread of disease. On July 14, 1862, Camp Morton witnessed its largest organized escape attempt when some 50 men tried to tunnel their way to freedom. Most were caught or shot to death. The facility was decommissioned in August 1862 following a general prisoner exchange.

During the winter of 1863, Camp Morton was once again pressed into service as a prisoner-of-war facility. The new arrangement was placed under the command of Colonel William Hoffman, who immediately attempted to institute reforms and save money. He initially improved morale by providing prisoners with tobacco, stationery, and stamps and by permitting the prisoners to meet with visitors. However, as the prison population ballooned, perhaps to as high as 3,500–4,000 inmates, conditions in the facility rapidly deteriorated. Food rations were cut, violence among inmates increased, and infectious diseases proliferated. The winters of 1863–1864 and 1864–1865 were particularly grim, as internees suffered from bitterly cold conditions and poor hygiene and diets. Clothing was also in very short supply.

By the time Camp Morton was closed and again became the home to the Indiana State Fair in the summer of 1865, 1,763 inmates had died there, the vast majority due to sickness, exposure, and malnutrition. It is believed that 10 or 12 died during escape attempts or in prisoner revolts and fights.
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Camp Nelson, Kentucky

Important federal military facility and African American recruitment and training center. Established on June 12, 1863, in Jessamine County, Kentucky, Camp Nelson was a quartermaster and commissary depot, a hospital facility, and the third-largest African American military base in the United States. Eight regiments of United States Colored Troops were mobilized and trained there. These black soldiers, emancipated upon enlistment, often brought their families to Camp Nelson in hopes that they too would be freed. In all, some 3,060 refugees settled in the camp.

The federal government began enlisting slaves and free blacks in February 1864. By 1865, about 10,000 African American soldiers had been mustered in the camp. They performed garrison duty and skirmished with Confederate forces in various places in Kentucky. The 5th U.S. Colored Cavalry, mustered at Camp Nelson, saw action in Virginia in 1864. The 114th and 116th Regiments, also mustered there, fought throughout eastern Virginia in 1865.

In late 1864, Brigadier General Speed S. Fry, the camp commandant, expelled noncombatant refugees from the camp and destroyed their huts. As a result, 102 civilians died of exposure. Savagely criticized by the Northern press and by the Reverend John G. Fee, a missionary to the refugees, Fry reestablished refugee housing. In February 1865, Congress freed the wives and children of ex-slave soldiers. Reverend Fee and the American Missionary Association worked with the refugees in 1865, holding church services and helping to build cottages and a school. Despite these efforts, some 1,300 refugees ultimately died at Camp Nelson. In June 1866 the army ceased operations at the camp, and a year later part of it was designated a national cemetery. Fee purchased another part of it in 1868 and gave it to black residents. The area is now a historical park run by the State of Kentucky.
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Camp Revival Meetings

A primary method of Christian evangelism and proselytizing during the Second Great Awakening, which swept the United States in the first three decades of the 19th century. Camp revival meetings were designed to inculcate evangelical fervor among attendees during a time in which the number of ministers and preachers was too limited to provide adequate coverage for growing numbers of congregants. The dates and locations for camp meetings would spread by word of mouth among rural populations. Although the fervor for such events began early in the 19th century, the popularity of camp meetings was sustained well into the 1870s, especially among Baptists, Methodists, and new Pentecostal or Holiness religious communities.

Camp meetings took place outdoors over a period of several days—sometimes extending as long as a month—and the focus was spiritual revival in which congregants listened to preaching and were exhorted to repent from sin, receive grace or salvation through Jesus Christ, and commit themselves to Christian service and discipline. The 1801 camp revival meeting at Cane Ridge, Kentucky, was the most famous of the turn-of-the-century revivals and symbolized the significant influence of such evangelical measures.

What began as a primarily rural movement soon found its way into urban centers by the 1830s under the direction of Charles Grandison Finney, a preacher, professor, and later president of Oberlin (Ohio) College. Finney relied on a new interpretation of Calvinism, which gave humans greater agency by claiming that whenever the church obeyed God’s revealed laws, spiritual renewal would occur. He also emphasized the need for prayer and the intervention of the Holy Spirit, the third part of the triune God, for revival. In addition to a new theology, Finney introduced new methods for evangelism. Focusing on the public nature of enthusiastic conversion, he introduced the “anxious bench,” which gave a public platform to “seekers” during the meeting. Finney’s interpretation of Calvinism formed a significant spiritual underpinning for Civil War–era Americans.

Within civilian populations, the popularity of camp meetings and revivals waned during the Civil War years. They peaked in the 1830s and gained popularity again in the postbellum period. Within the field armies, especially those of the Confederacy, however, camp revival meetings held significant sway over service members and the day-to-day rhythms of army life. Because chaplain support was largely inadequate, revivals within army camps were often supported by multiple evangelical Protestant denominations so that doctrinal differences diminished in the effort to bring “Christ to the camp.” Revivals within the Confederate Army were most common after a military defeat as a way to explain the setback, invite spiritual revival, and increase military effectiveness and efficiency. This form of revivalism spread throughout the Confederate Army after the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Scholars estimate that at least 100,000 Confederate soldiers experienced conversion during camp meetings. Later, evangelical ministers and others would use the widespread popularity of camp meetings as evidence of the Southerners’ religious ethos in support of the Lost Cause, a literary/cultural movement that sought to reconcile traditional Southern society to the defeat of the Confederate States of America.

Because revival meetings in the Confederate Army were large-scale and based on evangelical conversion, some scholars have concluded that Confederate soldiers and armies were more religious than their Union counterparts. However, this assertion relies on a narrow view of religiosity in the 19th century. The urban North was clearly a hotbed for evangelical work in the 19th century; in the 1850s, parts of central and western New York earned the moniker “burned-over districts” for the extent to which such fervor had left few unconverted citizens. This revivalism made its way into Union camps as well, albeit on a smaller scale than in Confederate ones. Even still, estimates suggest that between 100,000 and 200,000 Union soldiers converted.
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Canby, Edward Richard Sprigg

Birth Date: November 9, 1817

Death Date: April 11, 1873

Union officer. Edward Richard Sprigg Canby was born on November 9, 1817, at Platt’s Landing, Kentucky. As a boy, he moved with his family to neighboring Indiana. Canby graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1839. Commissioned a second lieutenant, he saw action in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) in Florida and then fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1846. He was twice brevetted (major and lieutenant colonel) for gallantry in the latter conflict.

In 1855 after numerous staff assignments, Canby was promoted directly to major in the 10th Infantry Regiment. In November 1860 he launched an offensive against the Navajos in New Mexico, known as Canby’s Campaign. The fighting endured through December but was inconclusive. In January 1861 Canby launched another offensive. This time he was more successful, and by April he had negotiated treaties with 54 Navajo leaders, guaranteeing food, clothing, and protection in return for a sustained peace.

In April 1861 when the Civil War began, Canby was still at Fort Defiance. Within weeks of the start of the conflict, he was named commander of the Department of New Mexico, having been appointed colonel of the new 19th Infantry Regiment. The beginning of the war made it impossible for the U.S. government to fulfill its obligations, and the Navajos renewed their attacks. Now concerned chiefly with the Confederate threat, Canby could do little to respond to the renewed Navajo raids.
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Colonel Edward R. S. Canby commanded troops that preserved New Mexico for the Union. As a brevet major general, he served as adjutant general and commanded troops that helped put down the 1863 New York City Draft Riots. At the end of the war, Canby commanded Union land forces against Mobile. (Library of Congress)

When Confederate troops invaded the territory in early 1862, Canby oversaw the Union counteroffensive, but his Union troops were defeated at the Battle of Val Verde (February 21, 1862). A month later at the Battle of Glorieta Pass (March 26–28, 1862), sometimes referred to as the “Gettysburg of the West,” Canby’s force, now reinforced by a contingent of Colorado volunteers, suffered a tactical battlefield defeat.

The battle turned into a strategic victory, however, when Colorado volunteers under Major John M. Chivington captured the Confederate supply train at Johnson’s Ranch. This forced a Confederate withdrawal to Santa Fe. Supply shortages, above all of food, then caused the Confederates to quit New Mexico.

Appointed brigadier general of volunteers, Canby went east, serving for almost two years as adjutant general in Washington, D.C. In July 1863 he commanded the Union troops who put down the New York City Draft Riots. On May 7, 1864, Canby was advanced to major general of volunteers and took command of the Military Division of West Mississippi. In that post he commanded Union troops who helped capture Confederate forts in highly effective cooperation with Union naval forces under Rear Admiral David G. Farragut during the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864).

Canby then commanded the land forces attempting to take Mobile, which finally fell on April 12, 1865. In May 1865 Canby had the distinction of accepting the surrenders of the last major Confederate commands, those of Lieutenant General Richard Taylor (May 4) and General Edmund Kirby Smith (May 26).

During the army reorganization in 1866, Canby was confirmed in the regular rank of brigadier general. He then held a variety of posts in Washington and in the South before taking command of the Department of the Columbia in 1870. There he oversaw numerous campaigns against and peace initiatives with the Native Americans. In Siskiyou, California, on April 11, 1873, Canby and a civilian negotiator were treacherously murdered and another civilian was badly wounded during peace talks with hostile Modocs. Canby thus became the only full-rank general officer to be killed during the post–Civil War Indian Wars.
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Cane River Crossing, Louisiana, Engagement at

Event Date: April 23, 1864

Skirmish in Natchitoches Parish during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). On April 21, 1864, Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks began withdrawing his force from Grand Ecore, Louisiana, toward Alexandria. Confederate forces under Major General Richard Taylor pursued. Early on the morning of April 23, a Union advance force under Brigadier General William H. Emory spotted a mounted Confederate force commanded by Brigadier General Hamilton P. Bee. Bee immediately began fortifying a position at Monett’s Ferry, the only fordable crossing of the Cane River at that particular point. Taylor instructed him to hold the position, thereby denying the Federals the opportunity to cross the river and escape.

Bee established a defensive position that included a bluff on one side and swamps and ravines on the other. Emory, meanwhile, feigned an advance while two of his brigades went up and down the river to find a crossing. One of the brigades found a ford, managed to cross the river, and took Bee’s position by surprise from the flank, forcing him to withdraw before nightfall. Emory then erected a makeshift pontoon bridge at Monett’s Ferry, and by the early afternoon of April 24 the entire Union army had crossed the river and was on the march to Alexandria.

The engagement at the Cane River Crossing claimed some 300 Federals dead, wounded, or captured/missing. Total Confederate losses were estimated to be around 400. Taylor was furious with Bee for giving up the crossing and permitting the Federals to escape. Although Bee had two horses shot from under him and had suffered a facial wound, Taylor said that while Bee had shown great courage, he had not demonstrated generalship. Taylor argued that Bee should have erected breastworks and better concentrated his force.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Banks, Nathaniel Prentice; Bee, Hamilton Prioleau; Emory, William Hemsley; Red River Campaign; Taylor, Richard

Further Reading

Joiner, Gary Dillard. One Damn Blunder from Beginning to End: The Red River Campaign of 1864. Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, 2003.

U.S. Congress. Report of the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, 1863–1866: The Red River Expedition. 1865; reprint, Millwood, NY: Krauss Reprint, 1977.

_______________________

Cannon, William

Birth Date: March 15, 1809

Death Date: March 1, 1865

Governor of Delaware. William Cannon was born on March 15, 1809, in Bridgeville, Delaware. At a young age he began working in father’s mercantile business, which Cannon greatly expanded. He also invested in land and started a number of new businesses, including lumber and grain mills. Cannon was also involved in banking, owned a newspaper, and served as a director of the Delaware Railroad. By the early 1850s, he was among Delaware’s wealthiest men.

A lifelong Democrat, Cannon entered politics in 1844, when he was elected to the Delaware House of Representatives. He served from 1845 to 1849. From 1849 to 1851, he was Delaware’s state treasurer. He long harbored ambitions to attain the governor’s seat, but his party repeatedly turned to other candidates. In 1861 Cannon, who ardently sought to avoid a civil war, was among the delegates to the Washington Peace Conference. When the conference failed to head off the sectional crisis, Cannon supported the Republican Party.

In November 1862, Cannon ran for governor as a Republican-Union Party candidate. Fearful that the Democrats would try to intimidate voters, Cannon requested and received help from the Abraham Lincoln administration in the form of Union troops who supervised polling places. Cannon won the governorship by a slim margin, but Democrats charged him and the federal government with meddling in a state election. The Democrats carried a significant majority in the state legislature, and they were openly hostile toward Cannon for the entirety of his tenure in office. Democrats were also furious with Cannon for having switched party allegiance.

As governor, Cannon was a strong supporter of the Union and of Lincoln’s wartime policies. The legislature, however, blocked or vetoed almost every measure Cannon proposed as governor, even rejecting Cannon’s plea that the legislative body approve the Thirteenth Amendment, which prohibited slavery. Cannon died in Bridgeville, Delaware, on March 1, 1865, while still in office.
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Cantey, James

Birth Date: December 30, 1818

Death Date: June 30, 1874

Confederate officer. James Cantey was born on December 30, 1818, in Camden, South Carolina. He was educated at South Carolina College and was admitted to the state bar in 1840. Cantey practiced law in Camden and then served two terms in the state legislative assembly. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served in the Palmetto Regiment, ultimately rising to captain. Wounded during that conflict, he later settled in Russell County, Alabama, where he became a planter.

In 1861 Cantey was commissioned a colonel of the 15th Alabama Infantry Regiment. He first saw significant action during Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). Cantey led his regiment ably during the First Battle of Winchester (May 25, 1862). At the Battle of Cross Keys (June 8, 1862), his regiment flanked Union major general John C. Frémont’s left and forced the Federals into a westward retreat. Cantey was promoted to brigadier general on January 8, 1863, and ordered to Mobile, Alabama.

In Alabama, Cantey recruited his own brigade, consisting of three Alabama regiments and a regiment of Mississippians in the Army of Mississippi. When the Army of Mississippi joined the Army of Tennessee in northern Georgia, he next saw service in the early weeks of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), and at the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15, 1864) he held off a Union army that outnumbered his force three to one. That summer he briefly commanded a division before assuming another brigade command. By the end of the summer, however, Cantey’s health was poor, and he was often absent from command.

Late in the autumn of 1864, Cantey’s brigade participated in General John B. Hood’s Tennessee Campaign and was on hand for the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864). In the early winter of 1865, Cantey was sent to North Carolina during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (November 15–December 21, 1864), where Cantey served under General Joseph E. Johnston. After combat at the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865), he surrendered at Durham Station, North Carolina.

After the war, Cantey returned to his Alabama plantation. He died on June 30, 1874, in Russell County, Alabama.
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Capers, Ellison

Birth Date: October 14, 1837

Death Date: April 22, 1908

Confederate officer. Ellison Capers was born on October 14, 1837, in Charleston, South Carolina. He graduated from the South Carolina Military Academy (later the Citadel) in 1857. Capers worked briefly as a lawyer and then went into education, first as a teacher and then as headmaster of a private academy before taking a position at his alma mater, where by 1860 he was a professor of rhetoric and mathematics. In early 1861 he enlisted in the South Carolina Rifles, achieving the rank of major. He later helped organize the 24th South Carolina Infantry Regiment and became its lieutenant colonel. Until May 1863, Capers served exclusively in the Charleston area, and he was present for the Battle of Secessionville (June 16, 1862).

In mid-May 1863, Capers’s unit was dispatched to Vicksburg, Mississippi, where he saw action during the effort to relieve that city as part of General Joseph Johnston’s command at Jackson. After sustaining a wound there, Capers was wounded a second time during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where he performed ably. He then saw action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and was advanced to colonel of the 24th South Carolina Infantry Regiment. That autumn Capers was wounded a third time, at the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), after he had taken charge of the mortally wounded Brigadier General States Rights Gist’s brigade.

Following recuperation, Capers was advanced to brigadier general on March 1, 1865, and participated in operations resulting from Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). When the fighting ceased, Capers returned to Charleston. During 1866–1868 he served as South Carolina’s secretary of state. He subsequently was ordained an Episcopal minister and was named assistant bishop of South Carolina in 1893. He became bishop the next year. In 1904 Capers was named chancellor of the University of the South (Sewanee, Tennessee), a post he held until 1908. Capers died on April 22, 1908, in Columbia, South Carolina.
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Carey, Henry Charles

Birth Date: December 15, 1793

Death Date: October 13, 1879

Highly influential political economist. Charles Henry Carey was born on December 15, 1793, in Philadelphia. Although he did not pursue a formal education, he read widely. By age 10, he had begun to work for his father’s publishing firm—Carey, Lea & Carey—which was among the most prestigious in the nation. Carey became a full partner at age 21. In 1835 he published his first book, Essay on the Rate of Wages, in which he advocated free labor, free trade, and high wages. By then, he had left the employ of his father to pursue full-time writing on subjects related to economics and politics.

In 1837 Carey produced his three-volume Principles of Political Economy in which he took on some of the era’s most celebrated economists. Arguing against Thomas R. Malthus’s pessimistic theories that an expanding population would soon overwhelm economic systems and result in a diminished standard of living, Carey posited that American’s growing population and abundance of land and natural resources would only enhance living standards. He also disputed David Ricardo’s theory that land only lost value and productivity over time. Instead, Carey argued that labor used to improve land only made it more valuable and productive as time went on, which in turn would lift the economic tide for all citizens. Much of Carey’s confidence in the American system was predicated upon his belief in U.S.-style democracy, low taxes, free labor with high wages, and the legal guarantee of private ownership.

Beginning in 1837, the United States suffered a significant economic recession, which made Carey rethink some of his earlier assumptions. For example, he discarded his advocacy of free trade and embraced protectionism and high tariffs. In 1848 his Past, Present, and Future laid out his newfound economic prescriptions in detail. He also began writing many editorials and articles for the New York Tribune, thereby broadcasting his ideas to a national audience. By the early 1850s, Carey had become known for his championing of those who produced in society—laborers, farmers, and manufacturers. Because of his embrace of high tariffs, however, Carey’s ideas did not carry significant weight among policy makers until the 1857 Panic and the resultant economic depression, which were blamed in part on a tariff act passed in 1857.

Thereafter Carey became the darling of the Republican Party, especially among those Republicans who had heretofore been Whigs. During the 1860 elections, many Republicans—including Abraham Lincoln—adopted at least some of Carey’s ideas, especially those pertaining to trade and tariffs. Carey was an informal adviser to the Lincoln administration but became disenchanted with its policies when it began to advocate higher taxes to pay for the Civil War. Carey also disagreed with the monetary contraction that occurred during Reconstruction. In 1872 he threw his support behind the Greenback Party. Carey died on October 13, 1879, in Philadelphia.
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Carleton, James Henry

Birth Date: December 27, 1814

Death Date: January 17, 1873

Union officer. James Henry Carleton was born at Lubec, Maine, on December 27, 1814, the son of a ship captain. In his youth, Carleton yearned to be an author, actually carrying on a written correspondence about his literary aspirations with Charles Dickens. Although this ambition went largely unrealized, Carleton kept voluminous journals and military writings for the remainder of his life. In 1838 at age 24, he received a commission as a lieutenant in the Maine Militia. On October 18, 1839, he was appointed a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army 1st Dragoons and assigned to Fort Gibson in Indian Territory, where he became involved in a number of expeditions.

Promoted to first lieutenant in 1845 and to captain in 1847, Carleton served under Brigadier General Stephen W. Kearney on the Rocky Mountain Expedition to the South Pass in 1846. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Carleton served on the staff of Major General John Wool and saw action at the Battle of La Angostura (Buena Vista), for which he was brevetted to major for gallantry. From 1851 to 1856, Carleton served mostly in the Southwest.

A major in the newly formed 6th U.S. Cavalry Regiment at the start of the Civil War in 1861, Carleton was ordered to raise a relief force and proceed to New Mexico to stymie Confederate efforts in the region. On July 26, 1861, while organizing his forces, he was appointed colonel of the 1st California Infantry. He then commanded the California Column on its epic march to the Rio Grande. In charge of 2,350 men, Carleton’s army marched from Wilmington, California, to El Paso, Texas, in what was one of the longest infantry marches in U.S. history. In the process, Carleton retook Tucson, which had been occupied by Confederate forces. His arrival at El Paso ended the Confederate threat in New Mexico Territory, and Confederate forces under Brigadier General H. H. Sibley retreated east to San Antonio.
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Union colonel James Carleton (later breveted major general) commanded the “California Column” on its epic march to the Rio Grande in 1861. His 2,350 men marched from Wilmington, California, to El Paso, Texas, in what was one of the longest infantry marches in U.S. history, ending the Confederate threat in the New Mexico Territory. (Library of Congress)

In September 1862, Carleton was promoted to brigadier general and assigned command of the Department of New Mexico, keeping it under martial law. Persistent problems with Native American tribes in the region led to a relentless campaign to force them onto reservations. Carleton’s orders were to kill all Native American warriors and capture the women and children. His principal field commander was Colonel Christopher “Kit” Carson of the 1st New Mexico Cavalry. With the assistance of Carson and other subordinates, the Mescalero Apaches were subdued and relocated to a reservation. Carleton then ordered his army to destroy all crops in Navajo territory and starve the Navajos into submission. Prior to the end of the Civil War in 1865, Carleton was brevetted to major general in the regular and volunteer organizations. His volunteer regiments remained in action in the West against restless tribes until relieved by regulars at the end of 1866.

Carleton remained in the army after the war, reverting to the rank of lieutenant colonel in the regular army and serving with the 4th Cavalry in Texas. He wrote numerous articles on military subjects as well as a book on the Battle of La Angostura, published in 1848. Still on active duty, Carleton died from pneumonia in San Antonio on January 17, 1873.
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Carleton’s Campaign

Start Date: 1863

End Date: 1864

Campaign against the Apaches and Navajos in the New Mexico and Arizona Territories. Although Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Edward Richard Canby had established peace with the Navajos in early 1861, the outbreak of the American Civil War prevented the United States from fulfilling its promises to provide food, clothing, and protection to the Navajos. More important, Canby, who had been promoted to brigadier general and given command of the Department of New Mexico, was soon preoccupied with defending New Mexico against a Confederate invasion mounted by Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley in 1862. Consequently, the Navajos took advantage of the situation by raiding white settlements and disrupting mail service to California. Unfortunately for the Navajos, once the Confederate invasion was defeated, the full brunt of federal power would be directed against them.

Brigadier General James H. Carleton, who succeeded Canby as commander of the Department of New Mexico on September 18, 1862, was determined to crush Native American resistance in New Mexico. Having under his command the 1st New Mexico Cavalry (led by Colonel Christopher “Kit” Carson), the 1st California Cavalry, the 5th U.S. Infantry, the 1st New Mexico Infantry, and the 1st and 5th California Infantry, Carleton moved against the Mescalero Apaches in the spring of 1863, then turned his attention to the Navajos, ordering Navajo chiefs Barboncito and Delgadito to relocate to the new reservation established for the Mescalero Apaches at Bosque Redondo along the Pecos River in eastern New Mexico.

When the Navajos refused to submit to this order, Carleton ordered Carson to lead the 1st New Mexico Cavalry to Fort Wingate (near present-day Grants, New Mexico) and Fort Defiance (near present-day Window Rock, Arizona), which was renamed Fort Canby, in preparation for a campaign against the Navajos. Beginning in June 1863, Carson’s men, joined by Ute and Zuni warriors, began attacking Navajo farms and seizing Navajo livestock. During the next six months, Carson kept steady pressure on the Navajos, killing a reported 78 warriors and destroying crops, orchards, and dwellings. By January 1864, the majority of the Navajos had been forced into their traditional stronghold of Canyon de Chelly, which Carson and his men entered on January 12, 1864.

By mid-March the Navajos were on the verge of starvation, and approximately 6,000 assembled at Fort Wingate and Fort Canby to surrender. Approximately 2,400 Navajos were then marched to Bosque Redondo. At least 200 died during this so-called Long Walk. By the end of 1864, almost 8,000 Navajos had surrendered and relocated to Bosque Redondo.

Although Carleton’s Campaign had brutally and effectively crushed the Navajos, his attempt to “civilize” the Navajos at Bosque Redondo proved to be an abject failure. There was not enough land to support the Indians and their livestock, and the attempt to force them to live alongside their traditional enemy, the Mescalero Apaches, resulted in continual turmoil. Indeed, the Mescaleros fled the reservation in late 1865, and Carleton was relieved of his command in the autumn of 1866. Even the hard-nosed Lieutenant General William Tecumseh Sherman, who met with Navajo leaders at Fort Sumner in 1868, recognized the futility of the Bosque Redondo experiment and agreed to a new treaty on June 1, 1868, which allowed the Navajos to return to their traditional homeland.

JUSTIN D. MURPHY
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Carlin, William Passmore

Birth Date: November 24, 1829

Death Date: October 4, 1903

Union officer. Born on November 24, 1829, near Carrollton, Illinois, William Passmore Carlin graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1850. Assigned to the 6th U.S. Infantry, Carlin saw action against the Sioux (1855) and Cheyennes (1857) and participated in the 1858 Mormon Expedition. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1855, he was a captain when the Civil War began in 1861.

Carlin entered the volunteer force when he was commissioned colonel of the 38th Illinois Infantry Regiment on August 15, 1861. After his regiment was sent to Missouri to fight Confederate irregulars, Carlin was placed in command of the District of Southeast Missouri, a post he held from November 1861 to March 1862. Carlin’s regiment was then transferred east and took part in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862), where he distinguished himself. Promoted to brigadier general on November 29, Carlin participated in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863), and the Battles of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863).

During the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Carlin served with XIV Corps as a brigade and division commander. Carlin led a division on Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and the March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Carlin’s division was smashed on the first day of the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865), but he himself demonstrated personal bravery. On March 13, 1865, Carlin was brevetted major general in the regular army and volunteers.

Carlin remained in the volunteer army until August 1865, when he returned to the regular army at the rank of major and served in various capacities until he retired at the rank of brigadier general in 1893. Carlin died on October 4, 1903, near Whitehall, Montana.

RICHARD A. SAUERS
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Carlisle, Pennsylvania

Founded in 1751, the town of Carlisle, Pennsylvania, had a population of approximately 5,700 in 1860. The heart of Cumberland County, Carlisle was the seat of county government and its leading market. The city also boasted Dickinson College, four weekly newspapers, and Carlisle Barracks. Politically, the majority of the population voted Democratic and generally sympathized with the South’s grievances. This was primarily due to the influence of a large number of Southerners enrolled at Dickinson College and Southern officers stationed at Carlisle Barracks, the nation’s second-oldest military installation.

With the firing on Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861, sparking the Civil War, sympathy for the South quickly evaporated, however. Within a week of the Fort Sumter attack, hundreds of young men from Carlisle and surrounding areas volunteered for military service. Carlisle quickly organized four volunteer companies of 100 men each. As these volunteers were dispatched for training, more recruits began to pour into Carlisle Barracks.

Founded in 1777, Carlisle Barracks had served as an important supply center throughout the American Revolutionary War. With the beginning of the Civil War in 1861, the barracks resumed a similar role. Under the leadership of acting Quartermaster Captain J. I. Holliday, corn, hay, oats, and horses were purchased locally for Union forces. On September 16, 1861, Carlisle Barracks became the headquarters of the Mounted Recruiting Service, which trained, drilled, and equipped volunteers from throughout the Northeast before they were dispatched as replacements to frontline units. Carlisle Barracks also acted as a place where withdrawn frontline units could rest and replace their losses.

Although an important part of the war effort, Carlisle remained far from the front lines until June 1863. As part of his invasion of the North, on June 21 Confederate general Robert E. Lee ordered Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell and his II Corps to seize Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Ewell advanced from Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, northeast to Shippensburg and then toward Carlisle via the Chambersburg Pike. Although some Union defensive positions had been prepared, Carlisle Barracks commandant Daniel Hastings decided that the town was not to be defended. Instead, all movable government property and personnel were evacuated north to Harrisburg. On June 25 Carlisle Barracks was abandoned, and two days later Confederate forces occupied the city.

The Confederate occupation was to be short and relatively benign. Ewell ordered the townspeople to provide his forces with food and provisions. Many of Ewell’s officers had been stationed in Carlisle, and they visited friends there during the occupation. On June 29 Ewell received orders from Lee to move toward Gettysburg. Carlisle was quickly reoccupied by New York and Pennsylvania regiments dispatched from Harrisburg under the command of Brigadier General William F. Smith.

On July 1, 1863, two brigades of cavalry, commanded by General J. E. B. Stuart, approached Carlisle. Having failed to link up with Ewell’s corps and aware of the town’s weak defenses, Stuart dispatched Major General Fitzhugh Lee to demand Carlisle’s surrender. Smith’s refusal was met with Confederate artillery fire. Throughout the course of the shelling, 18 Union soldiers were wounded, and one horse was killed. There were no civilian casualties. By 3:00 a.m. on July 2, Stuart received word of the fighting at Gettysburg and ordered his forces to withdraw from Carlisle. He also ordered Carlisle Barracks burned.

Stuart’s delay in Carlisle, however, had a positive benefit for Union forces in that it removed him from the first two days of fighting in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Following the Confederate withdrawal, Carlisle Barracks was eventually rebuilt, and the town returned to its earlier functions.

ROBERT W. MALICK
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Carman, Ezra Ayers

Birth Date: February 27, 1834

Death Date: December 25, 1909

Union officer. Ezra Ayers Carman was born on February 27, 1834, near Oak Tree, New Jersey. He was educated at the Kentucky Military Academy and received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees at what would later become the University of Nashville. At the outbreak of the Civil War, Carman was a bookkeeper in Newark, New Jersey. On September 19, 1861, he was commissioned a lieutenant colonel of the 7th New Jersey Infantry Regiment. He saw his first action at the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862) and was wounded in the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862). After returning to New Jersey to recuperate, Carman was advanced to colonel on July 8, 1862.

Returning to active service, Carman was again wounded at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). He next commanded at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where his regiment suffered heavy losses and he was again wounded. Carman’s regiment suffered further losses at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and during the pursuit of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia.

After Gettysburg, in temporary command of a brigade, Carman was sent to New York to help quell the draft riots. Carman’s regiment, now part of XX Corps, commanded by Major General Joseph Hooker, also saw action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and participated in Sherman’s March to the Sea (November–December), during which Carman had charge of a brigade. He was brevetted to brigadier general on March 13, 1865, and mustered out of federal service on June 8.

Following the war, Carman was comptroller for Jersey City and chief clerk for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (1877–1885). He contributed to a series of battle maps of Antietam Military Park and was recognized as a leading authority on the battle. He was also chairman of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park Commissions. Carman died on December 25, 1909, in Washington, D.C.

GARY KERLEY
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Carnegie, Andrew

Birth Date: November 25, 1835

Death Date: August 11, 1919

Scottish-born U.S. industrialist, abolitionist, and philanthropist. Born in Dunfermline, Scotland, on November 25, 1835, Andrew Carnegie hailed from humble circumstances. His only formal education consisted of four years of primary schooling. He immigrated to America with his family in 1848 and eventually settled in Allegheny, Pennsylvania. Carnegie held a series of menial but instructive jobs as a youth in which he was able to learn much about business.

In 1852 Carnegie was offered a job as a telegrapher and personal assistant to the superintendent of the western division of the Pennsylvania Railroad. Carnegie excelled in the position. His rise in the railroad business corresponded with the managerial revolution sweeping the industry during the 1850s. As such, he learned much about modern management and organizational techniques. By 1859, Carnegie had become head of the Pennsylvania Railroad’s western division.

A proponent of social equality and an avowed abolitionist, Carnegie wrote numerous antislavery editorials for the New York Tribune, a widely read newspaper published by the noted abolitionist Horace Greeley. By 1856, Carnegie had joined the Republican Party. After the Civil War began, the pro-Union Carnegie became chief of telegraphic communications for the Washington, D.C., area, a critical post given the importance of that city. In May 1861 he also helped create the U.S. Military Telegraph Service. That same year, Carnegie invested in the formation of the Columbia Oil Company, a move that almost instantly made him wealthy. In 1865 Carnegie formed the iron-producing conglomerate Union Mills, which supplied many iron and iron-made products to American railways.

In the 1870s, Carnegie formed the most advanced and efficient steel-manufacturing plant in the world—the Edgar Thompson Works. Carnegie had also acquired a 50 percent partnership in the Frick Coke Company by the 1880s as well as controlling interest in the Duquesne Steel Works and Hartman Steel. From these various acquisitions, Carnegie formed the Carnegie Steel Company, which became the world’s largest steel-manufacturing facility. Working with business-savvy partners and investors such as Charles M. Schwab and Henry Clay Frick, Carnegie Steel grew exponentially because Carnegie initially insisted that almost all of the profits be reinvested in the company.

Carnegie also mastered modern industrial concepts such as vertical integration, which gave him complete control of the production and distribution process. This enabled him to eliminate middlemen and keep production costs down and profits up. By adhering to concepts such as economies of scale, scientific management, and horizontal combination, Carnegie cornered the market in steel production and amassed a huge personal fortune.

Toward the end of the 1890s, the strains of running a huge industrial empire had taken their toll on Carnegie, and he sought to slowly disengage from day-to-day operations. Instead of retiring with his millions, however, he instead threw himself into innumerable charitable endeavors. In March 1901 Carnegie sold his steel empire to the financier J. P. Morgan, who formed the world’s first billion-dollar corporation—the United States Steel Corporation. This freed up Carnegie to work full-time for his charitable causes. Carnegie died in Lenox, Massachusetts, on August 11, 1919.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Carnifex Ferry, Battle of

Event Date: September 10, 1861

Engagement that occurred near the Gauley River in Nicholas County, western Virginia (West Virginia). The battle followed a series of summer skirmishes between Union and Confederate forces for control of the Kanawha Valley and access to the nearby Ohio River.

Confederate brigadier general John B. Floyd’s Army of the Kanawha’s defeat of a Union regiment in a surprise attack at Cross Lanes on August 26 from his position near Carnifex Ferry set the stage for a clash with Union brigadier general William S. Rosecrans’s Army of Western Virginia. Emboldened by his victory and in need of flour from local mills for his 2,000 men, Floyd strengthened his entrenchments at Camp Gauley on the north bluffs of the Gauley River overlooking the ferry.

Rosecrans began moving his 6,000 men southward from Sutton on September 7. Not finding Floyd at Cross Lanes on September 10, Rosecrans probed along the Carnifex Ferry Road with regiments of his 1st Brigade. Advancing through heavy woodlands, the brigade stumbled into the center and left wing of Floyd’s defenses around 3:00 p.m. A withering fire from the Confederates compelled Rosecrans to rush the 2nd and 3rd Brigades forward with the plan to strike Floyd’s vulnerable right with a diversionary attack on the left. The main assault failed largely because of steep and rocky terrain.

Nightfall forced Rosecrans to withdraw his units to prepare for a morning attack. Rosecrans’s army suffered 27 killed and 103 wounded from the day’s fighting, including those from friendly fire. The Confederates suffered no deaths and only 20 wounded.

Wounded in the melee, Floyd knew that he was outnumbered and could not count on reinforcements from his bitter rival Brigadier General Henry A. Wise, who was ensconced south of the river to guard against a possible Union attack by way of the Gauley Bridge. During the night Floyd quietly extricated his army and crossed the river undetected on a footbridge and in a few boats. The Confederate press extolled Floyd’s stand and escape against a numerically superior enemy, but for all practical purposes Floyd’s and Wise’s subsequent joint retreat eastward to Big Sewell Mountain solidified Union control of the Kanawha and Ohio River Valleys for the remainder of the war.

MARK F. LEEP
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Carolinas Campaign

See Sherman’s March through the Carolinas
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Carondelet, USS

One of the seven Cairo-class (City-class) ironclads built by James B. Eads in the autumn of 1861. Constructed at St. Louis, Missouri, and commissioned on January 15, 1862, the Carondelet displaced 512 tons, was 175′ in length, and had a beam of 51′2″ and a draft of 6′. The ironclad was also known as a “Pook Turtle” for designer Samuel Pook’s iron casemate.

As part of the Western Gunboat Flotilla, the Carondelet participated in the campaigns against Fort Henry (February 6, 1862) and Fort Donelson (February 12–16, 1862). The Carondelet also took part in the campaign for Island No. 10 (March–April 1862), when its captain, Commander Henry Walke, volunteered to pass the ship by the Confederate batteries on the island. This accomplished, army forces commanded by Brigadier General John Pope were free to cross the river and envelop the island.

After participating in the bombardment of Fort Pillow (April 13, 1862), along with the Battles of Plum Point (May 10, 1862) and Memphis (June 6, 1862), the Carondelet was damaged and run aground by the Confederate ironclad Arkansas on July 15, 1862. Upon return to service, the Carondelet took part in the Yazoo River Expedition (November 21–December 11, 1862) and Steele’s Bayou Expedition (March 14–26, 1863). The ironclad ran past the Vicksburg batteries on April 16, 1863, and took part in the bombardment of Grand Gulf, Mississippi, on April 29, 1863.

The Carondelet saw service throughout the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), including several bombardments of that place. The ironclad then took part in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) and attacked Bell’s Mill along the Cumberland River in Tennessee on December 3–4, 1864. The Carondelet was decommissioned on June 20, 1865, and sold on November 29.

WILLIAM WHYTE
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Carpetbaggers

Expression of derision used by Southerners to describe Northerners who came to the South after the Civil War. The word was used occasionally in the South before the war to describe suspicious strangers in general. After the war, the term took on a new meaning as a number of Northerners moved to the defeated South, much to the disgust of the locals. Southerners complained that the uninvited strangers came with all their worldly belongings in one of the cheap suitcases of that era, a bag made of carpet remnants—hence the term “carpetbaggers”—and were intent on exploiting the defeated South politically and financially during Reconstruction (1865–1877).

The actual motives of the carpetbagger were, as one might suspect, based on the individual in question. Many were former Union soldiers who thought they could make a name for themselves and make their fortunes by relocating in the South. Milton S. Littlefield of New York was an example. He went to North Carolina after the war and quickly became involved in state politics. He was a Republican, as were almost all of the carpetbaggers allied with the freed blacks and scalawags (Southern Republicans) and supported by Union occupation troops. Littlefield began buying votes, committing fraud and bribery, and doing favors for legislators such as setting up a bar for the lawmakers in a wing of the state capitol building. The carpetbagger governor of South Carolina, Robert K. Scott, was subsequently indicted for issuing more than $48,000 in warrants to nonexisting payees.

On the other hand, some carpetbaggers went south with a sincere desire to improve conditions in the region. Many were teachers who set up schools for former slaves. Some of these individuals also eventually made their way into politics and tried to improve conditions for Southern whites as well as blacks. For instance, they helped build railroads, improved roads and bridges, and increased suffrage, thus making the South more democratic.

Opinions about the carpetbaggers was, and remains, mixed. Former Confederates of the era roundly denounced them as a pack of ravenous wolves, a view shared by many contemporaries in the North, such as newspaper editor Horace Greeley. Most scholars have since adopted that interpretation as well. More recently, however, historians such as Richard N. Current, James M. McPherson, and others have defended the carpetbaggers, noting their achievements and placing them in their historical context by aptly pointing out that the entire era was riddled with corruption and that any corruption abetted by the carpetbaggers was no worse than the scandals in Washington, D.C.

ALAN K. LAMM
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Carr, Eugene Asa

Birth Date: March 20, 1830

Death Date: December 2, 1910

Union officer. Eugene Asa Carr was born in Erie County, New York, on March 20, 1830. He was appointed to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in September 1846; graduated in 1850; and was commissioned in the Regiment of Mounted Riflemen. During the next decade, Carr served primarily in the American West. On October 10, 1854, he was badly wounded by an arrow in a skirmish with Apache warriors near Limpia, Texas. He was promoted to first lieutenant the following year.

At the beginning of the Civil War in April 1861, Carr was a captain (since 1858) in the cavalry stationed at Fort Washita in Indian Territory. Within weeks he was assigned to Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon’s command in Missouri, where Carr saw action at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861). On August 16 he was commissioned colonel of the 3rd Illinois Cavalry. In the succeeding months, he helped push Confederate forces out of Missouri.

During the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), Carr was wounded three times but refused to leave the field of battle; he was later awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions. On March 7, 1862, Carr was made a brigadier general of volunteers. During the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), he commanded a division and helped to secure the city for the Union. He then went to Arkansas but saw only sporadic action. During the Siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865), he commanded forces under Major General Edward Richard Sprigg Canby. He was brevetted to major general in the regular army and volunteers.

Following the end of the Civil War, Carr assumed the regular army rank of major and was later assigned to the 5th Cavalry Regiment on the frontier. He defeated a Cheyenne force in the Battle of Summit Springs (July 11, 1869) in Colorado. By the time of the Sioux War of 1876–1877, Carr was a lieutenant colonel and second-in-command of the 5th Cavalry Regiment, when he participated in rounding up hostile Sioux following the Battle of the Little Big Horn (June 25–26, 1876). On April 29, 1879, Carr was promoted to colonel and took command of the 6th Cavalry Regiment. The regiment fought against the Apaches in Arizona and New Mexico, participating in the effort to catch the notorious Apache leader Victorio. On August 30, 1881, Carr attempted to take a Native American prophet at the village of Cibecue Creek. The prophet’s supporters resisted, aided by a company of White Mountain Apache army scouts who unexpectedly turned on the soldiers. One U.S. officer and eight soldiers died in the melee. Criticized for the affair, Carr demanded a court of inquiry to clear his name, which in general exonerated him. Still, the Cibecue Creek episode haunted him thereafter.

Dispatched to round up Sioux who had left the reservation to follow the teachings of the prophet Wovoka, Carr arrived at Wounded Knee, South Dakota, after the December 29, 1890, battle there had ended. During the campaign, Carr’s image was immortalized by the great Western artist Frederic Remington in a work titled General Carr Receiving a Report.

Promoted to brigadier general on July 21, 1892, Carr was retired on February 15, 1893. He died on December 2, 1910, in Washington, D.C.

ALAN K. LAMM
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Carrick’s Ford, Battle of

Event Date: July 13, 1861

Early engagement in Tucker County, Virginia, that helped secure western Virginia (West Virginia) for the Union. Following the June 3, 1861, Union victory at Philippi and pro-Unionist efforts to separate western Virginia from the rest of the state, Union major general George McClellan moved into the region with some 20,000 men. Confederate authorities in Richmond sent Brigadier General Robert Garnett and 4,500 men to Beverly, an important crossroads along the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike some 50 miles west of the Shenandoah Valley.

His pleas for reinforcements unanswered, Garnett was reduced to attacking the Union supply lines. McClellan then took the field against Garnett. Learning of the defeat of his subordinate, Colonel John Pegram, and 1,300 men at Rich Mountain on July 11 by Union forces under Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans, Garnett and some of Pegram’s force withdrew eastward with Union troops in pursuit. Garnett first moved toward Beverly but, receiving a false report that Union troops were in the town, backtracked and left the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike at Leadsville, then crossed Cheat Mountain into the Cheat River Valley.

At midday on July 13, Brigadier General Thomas A. Morris and his Indiana Brigade caught up with Garnett’s rear guard at Carrick’s Ford on the Cheat River. Garnett personally directed the Confederate skirmishers, hoping to delay the Union advance so that his wagons could cross via another ford a mile or two farther away. There the engagement resumed, and Garnett, again directing the Confederate defense, was shot and instantly killed by a Union volley. Garnett was the first general officer killed in the war. The Confederates promptly fled, abandoning Garnett’s body, a gun, and nearly 40 wagons. That same day Pegram, now cut off, surrendered with 550 men at Beverly.

[image: image]

The Union victory in the Battle of Carrick’s Ford on July 13, 1861, greatly enhanced the reputation of Union major general George B. McClellan and helped secure western Virginia (now the state of West Virginia) for the Union. (Library of Congress)

The Union victories at Rich Mountain and Carrick’s Ford dashed Confederate hopes of controlling the strategically critical Baltimore & Ohio Railroad and the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. Also, delegates to the Second Wheeling Convention could now proceed with the formation of the new state of West Virginia. The victories in western Virginia made McClellan a hero in the North and led to his advancement to Union Army general in chief and also caused President Jefferson Davis to dispatch General Robert E. Lee as the new Confederate commander in western Virginia.

SPENCER C. TUCKER
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Carrington, Henry Beebee

Birth Date: March 2, 1824

Death Date: October 26, 1912

Union officer. Henry Beebee Carrington was born in Wallingford, Connecticut, on March 2, 1824. After graduating from Yale University in 1845, he taught natural science and Greek at the Irving Institute in Tarrytown, New York, and attended Yale Law School in 1847. While at Yale, he became known for his staunch advocacy of abolition. In 1848 Carrington moved to Columbus, Ohio, where he took up the practice of law. Between 1848 and 1861, he became involved with numerous Free Soil and Republican Party politicians.

In 1857 Carringon began serving as adjutant general of the Ohio Militia. By the time the Civil War began in 1861, Carrington’s troops were well enough organized that he was able to immediately dispatch nine regiments to western Virginia. In May 1861 he was appointed colonel of the new 18th U.S. Infantry Regiment. He aggressively suppressed Copperheads (Peace Democrats) in Ohio and Indiana. As Ohio’s adjutant general, he also organized Ohio and Indiana volunteers for service in the Union Army.

Carrington was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on November 29, 1862. During 1863 and 1864, he drew criticism for his summary trials of civilians suspected of Copperhead activities. When the tribunals became public knowledge, the U.S. Supreme Court overruled Carrington’s actions, arguing that military tribunals had no jurisdiction in Ohio or Indiana because neither state was in rebellion. Carrington then spent the remainder of the war in Tennessee, where he supervised trials of accused guerrillas.

When the war ended, Carrington remained in the army at his regular rank of colonel. In late 1865 he was appointed commander of the Mountain District, Department of Missouri. In 1866 he moved his regimental headquarters to Colorado and was assigned the task of defending the Bozeman Trail against Native American raids. He personally supervised the construction of Fort Phil Kearny (Wyoming), from which he would administer his command. In the interim, Carrington reacted hesitantly during several Native American skirmishes, leading some of his subordinates to question his abilities.

On December 6, 1866, a large contingent of warriors led by Red Cloud attacked a work detail conducting routine operations just outside the walls of Fort Phil Kearny. When Carrington learned of the attack, he dispatched a reaction force. The unit was badly mauled, and two men were killed. Carrington thus forbade any of his men to pursue Native American attackers. On December 21 Red Cloud mounted another attack on a U.S. wood train, and this time Captain William Fetterman demanded that Carrington allow him to lead the relief effort. Carrington agreed but gave him strict orders not to pursue the warriors beyond the immediate confines of the area. Once Fetterman had arrived on the scene, the warriors had fled. But against orders, he pursued the warriors (who numbered about 2,000). Within 20 minutes, Fetterman and his entire force of 80 men had been killed; it was the largest loss in any U.S. battle with Native Americans to that point in time.

Rumors quickly surfaced that Carrington had recklessly sent his men into combat against an enemy that greatly outnumbered them. Commanding general Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant sought to court-martial Carrington, but the Fetterman Massacre, as it came to be called, instead was resolved in a court of inquiry. When the truth came out, Carrington was cleared of any wrongdoing, and it was determined that the cause of the tragedy had been Fetterman’s refusal to obey orders. Nevertheless, Carrington’s military career was effectively over, and he resigned his commission in 1870.

Thereafter Carrington enjoyed a successful career as a college professor in Indiana, a prolific writer, and a negotiator of several treaties between the U.S. government and Native Americans, including one with the Flathead tribe in Montana. He wrote 11 books, including the very popular Battles of the American Revolution (1876). Carrington died on October 26, 1912, in Boston, Massachusetts.
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Carroll, Anna Ella

Birth Date: August 29, 1815

Death Date: February 19, 1893

Writer, political adviser, and military strategist for the Union during the Civil War. Anna Ella Carroll was born on August 29, 1815, in Somerset County, Maryland, into a well-to-do and prominent family with strong Southern leanings. Her father, Thomas King Carroll, served as governor of Maryland. Although she did not receive much formal institutional education, the bright and inquisitive Carroll learned the art of politics from her father and was widely read, reportedly having devoured every book in her father’s large library.

Although Carroll grew up on Kingston Hall, her family’s plantation that employed slave labor, at a young age she became a devoted abolitionist and worked tirelessly for the American Colonization Society, which sought to resettle African Americans in West Africa. In the meantime Carroll turned to writing, in which she had formidable talents. She became involved in many endeavors, including the promotion of a transcontinental railway and writing for the Whig Party in the 1850s. Soon she was a regular contributor to newspapers across the country, writing on subjects as diverse as political corruption and a controversial U.S. Navy reorganization scheme in the mid-1850s. Her success was all the more remarkable because she was a woman, writing at a time in which women were not expected to have such sophisticated opinions on so many subjects.

Initially unimpressed with Abraham Lincoln, Carroll nevertheless decided to support him when he was elected president in November 1860. As the Civil War progressed, she wrote many articles in support of the Union cause and of Lincoln. Many Marylanders credit her with helping to keep that state loyal to the Union, something that Lincoln very much wanted and needed.

Lincoln, cognizant of Carroll’s keen intellect and persuasive writing powers, frequently called on her for advice and to enlist her support for various causes. Indeed, Carroll authored a pamphlet titled The War Powers of the Government to help explain Lincoln’s wartime decisions and the powers that the federal government possessed in times of emergency. Before long, Carroll had become a close friend and confidant to the president.

Early in the war, Carroll traveled to the western theater ostensibly to visit relatives in Missouri, but she was also charged with sizing up the area and offering ideas on ways in which to defeat the Confederates in the West. Her mission was never publicly acknowledged at the time, for it would have been anathema for a woman to be offering up military strategy. As a result of her visit, Carroll recommended that the Tennessee River, rather than the Mississippi River, be the main conduit for a Union offensive. Her advice helped convince the War Department to approve such a course, which resulted in the capture of Forts Henry and Donelson in 1862 and ultimately the successful capture of Vicksburg in July 1863.

Carroll never received recognition for her work during the war, but many years later Congress did issue a proclamation thanking her for her service and appropriating a pension of $50 per month. In the meantime, she continued to write and serve as advocate for a variety of social and reform issues. Carroll died in Washington, D.C., on February 19, 1893. Most tellingly, Edwin Stanton, Lincoln’s secretary of war, said of Carroll that “Her course was the most remarkable in the war. She got no pay and did the great work that made others famous.”
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Carroll, Samuel Sprigg

Birth Date: September 21, 1832

Death Date: January 28, 1893

Union officer. Samuel Sprigg Carroll was born on September 21, 1832, in Takoma Park, Maryland, to an established, influential family. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in July 1856 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 10th Infantry. He thereafter served along the western frontier.

Carroll was promoted to first lieutenant on September 15, 1861, and was made assistant quartermaster at West Point. On November 1 he was promoted to captain, and on December 7 he entered the volunteer army as colonel of the 8th Ohio Infantry. Carroll’s regiment served in Brigadier General James Shield’s division during Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), and for part of those operations Carroll had charge of a brigade. He performed well at Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), but five days later he sustained a chest wound during an engagement along the Rapidan River. Carroll did not take the field again until the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), where he led a brigade in III Corps, Army of the Potomac.

Carroll commanded the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, II Corps, at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and then at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where he earned praise for his performance on July 2. He also led this brigade during the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863).

Carroll was heavily engaged during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), during which he continued in brigade command. He was wounded in the right arm on May 5 during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7) but refused to leave the battlefield until his brigade was placed in reserve late in the day. He was wounded again on May 10 and sustained yet another wound, in the left elbow, on May 12 during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21). He was soon advanced to brigadier general of volunteers, to date from May 12, 1864.

Carroll was unable to resume field command until December 1864, when he was given charge of the 2nd Division in the Department of West Virginia. He was brevetted major general in both the regular and volunteer organizations on March 15, 1865, and in April 1865 he took charge of the 4th Provisional Division in the Army of the Shenandoah. He remained in the army after the war, taking an assignment with the Office of the Inspector General.

Carroll mustered out of the volunteers on January 15, 1866, and returned to the regular service as lieutenant colonel of the 21st Infantry. The lingering effects of his war wounds limited his ability to remain in active posts, however, and he retired on June 9, 1869, with the brevet rank of major general. Carroll moved to Washington, D.C., and died in Montgomery County, Maryland, on January 28, 1893.
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Carroll, William Henry

Birth Date: 1810

Death Date: May 3, 1868

Confederate officer. William Henry Carroll was born in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1810 to a well-connected and wealthy family. His father, William, had been a general in the War of 1812 and governor of Tennessee. Prior to the Civil War, the younger Carroll was postmaster of Nashville and supervised a family-owned plantation in Mississippi. A member of the Tennessee Militia, Carroll in early autumn 1861 joined the Confederate Army as colonel of the 37th Tennessee Infantry Regiment. His family’s political influence helped him secure advancement to brigadier general on October 26, 1861.

In early November, Carroll became military commander in Knoxville, where Unionist sentiments ran high. To stem Unionist sympathies and firmly cement Confederate authority in the region, he declared martial law in the city and surrounding areas on December 11, 1861. He also ordered all Union sympathizers arrested and detained. The moves made him unpopular, but they helped keep Knoxville in the Confederate camp.

In less than a month, Carroll took command of a brigade under Major General George B. Crittenden. On January 19, 1862, Carroll participated in the Battle of Mill Springs, which ended in a Union victory. Furious at the Confederate loss and irritated by “political” generals such as Carroll, departmental commander General Braxton Bragg ordered Carroll’s arrest on charges of incompetency, neglect, and drunkenness. Crittenden was similarly arrested and charged. Facing a court of inquiry, Carroll resigned from the army on February 1, 1863. Although Carroll may not have been the most competent general officer in the Confederate Army, Bragg’s charges seemed largely based on his personal contempt for officers who had received politically motivated appointments. There is no evidence that Carroll was drunk while carrying out his duties, and he did not appear to have neglected his responsibilities.

Dejected and disgusted by his shabby treatment, Carroll moved with his family to Canada and never returned to the United States. He died in Montreal on May 3, 1868.
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Carson, Christopher Houston

Birth Date: December 24, 1809

Death Date: May 23, 1868

Union officer, frontiersman, and Indian fighter. Christopher Houston “Kit” Carson was born in Madison County, Kentucky, on December 24, 1809. When he was not yet 2 years old, his family moved to Missouri, where he spent most of his youth. At age 16 Carson ran away, joined a wagon train headed west to New Mexico, and soon became a fur trapper and mountaineer. This provided the foundation for almost everything else he did for the rest of his life. Carson traveled all over the West and often lived with various Indian tribes. In the process, he took at least two Native American wives and learned at least four tribal languages.

In 1846, Carson joined John C. Frémont’s California expeditions as a guide and hunter. After the brief Bear Flag Revolt in June 1846, Carson was a citizen-soldier (holding no rank) in Frémont’s impromptu brigade. Carson soon saw action in California just prior to and during the Mexican-American War, which helped secure California for the United States and earned him national celebrity. President James K. Polk proposed that Carson be given a commission as a lieutenant in the Mounted Rifle Regiment but the Senate rejected this.

After the war Carson continued to hunt, trap, scout, and served as an Indian agent for the Utes (1854–1861). With the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, Carson resigned this post and was commissioned a colonel in the New Mexico volunteers. He saw combat at the Battles of Val Verde (February 21, 1862) and Glorieta Pass (March 26–28, 1862) and was soon charged with the removal of Native Americans from their ancestral lands to remote reservations.

Beginning in late July 1863, Carson led five separate missions through Navajo country, conducting a total war that would be imitated by Union generals against the Confederacy in the East. By the end of January 1864, between 6,000 and 8,000 Navajos (one-half to two-thirds of the tribe) had come forward to be removed to the Bosque Redondo Reservation. The Long March to the remote reservation resulted in many Navajo deaths. Carson conducted other smaller operations against Native Americans in the Southwest until the Civil War ended in April 1865. Meanwhile, he had been granted a brevet commission as brigadier general in 1865. He then moved to Colorado to command Fort Garland before leaving the post in 1866 because of poor health. Carson died near Fort Lyon, Colorado, on May 23, 1868.
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Carte de Visite

A type of small pocket-sized photograph popular during the Civil War. In 1854 Frenchman André Adolphe Eugène Disdéri patented a camera that produced pocket-card (2.5 by 4 inches) photographs. The format took off in 1859 when Disdéri began publishing photographs of French emperor Napoleon III in this size. The term “carte de visite,” which crossed over into American usage (often abbreviated as CdV), referred to the paper’s size.

Within a few years photograph collecting became the rage, and in addition to stylish baskets in parlors that held CdVs, elaborately hinged and gold embossed albums soon appeared to hold a family’s ever-increasing collection. One of the first mass-produced CdVs was of Abraham Lincoln, whose picture Mathew Brady first turned into a CdV.

[image: image]

Carte de visite of an unidentified Civil War Union soldier, from Ball & Thomas’ Photographic Art Gallery, Cincinnati, Ohio. (Library of Congress)

The onset of the Civil War expanded business enormously. First, many newly uniformed soldiers posed for the camera before leaving home. Second, as men in regiments from more remote rural areas arrived in towns and cities near the front, they too hastened to get their pictures taken. Finally, as large areas of the South fell under Union control, photographers joined the long list of sutlers following the armies. Their pictures documented not only the individual soldiers but also the battlefields and the towns they passed through. Finally, at the war’s end Northern soldiers often had their likenesses taken again when their regiment disbanded. Oftentimes they exchanged photographs with their comrades.

The Confederates had far fewer photographers at the war’s outset and were repeatedly hindered by dwindling supplies of needed chemicals. However, wartime pictures of Robert E. Lee, Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, President Jefferson Davis, and other celebrities circulated as CdVs.

The photographer’s imprint generally appeared as a mark on the back of the card. In CdVs intended for mass consumption, the paper stock carried a printed identification under the pasted-on picture. Between 1864 and 1866, the federal government placed a tax in the form of a stamp on CdVs. Rates started at two cents and increased depending on the cost of the card.

Millions of these images were made in the 1860s, but the cards passed out of fashion by 1900. After the war, cabinet-sized photographs came to dominate the market.

MICHAEL B. DOUGAN

See also

Brady, Mathew; Photography and the Civil War

Further Reading

Mace, O. Henry. Collector’s Guide to Early Photographs. 2nd ed. Iola, WI: Krause, 1999.

Welling, William. Photography in America: The Formative Years, 1839–1900. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell, 1978.

_______________________

Carter, Henry

See Leslie, Frank

_______________________

Carter, John Carpenter

Birth Date: December 19, 1837

Death Date: November 30, 1864

Confederate officer. John Carpenter Carter was born on December 19, 1837, in Waynesboro, Georgia. He attended the University of Virginia (1854–1856) before studying law at Cumberland University in Lebanon, Tennessee. After teaching at Cumberland, he opened a law practice in Memphis.

In the early spring of 1861, Carter secured a commission as a captain in the 38th Tennessee Infantry Regiment. He won recognition for his performance during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and became colonel of the 38th Tennessee in May 1862.

Carter led his regiment ably in the Battles of Perryville (October 8, 1862) and Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863); during the latter engagement he launched a highly effective assault against the Union left flank. He next saw combat at Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) before going on detached duty.

Advanced to brigadier general on July 7, 1864, Carter performed well during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2). During the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1), he had command of a division. Carter was killed in action during the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864).
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Carter, Samuel Powhatan

Birth Date: August 6, 1819

Death Date: May 26, 1891

Union officer. Born in Elizabethtown, Tennessee, on August 6, 1819, Samuel Powhatan Carter was educated at Washington College in Virginia and at the College of New Jersey. He received a midshipman’s warrant on February 14, 1840. Carter served in ships of the Pacific Squadron, on the Great Lakes, and in the Home Squadron. Assigned to the new U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis in 1845, he was in its first graduating class, being promoted to passed midshipman on July 11, 1846.

Carter served in the ship of the line Ohio and took part in the siege of Veracruz during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He held a shore billet with the U.S. Naval Observatory and then served in the Mediterranean Squadron. He subsequently returned to the Naval Academy as an instructor and served in the East India Squadron. Carter was promoted to master on September 12, 1854, and to lieutenant on April 18, 1855. At the beginning of 1861, he had been in the navy for 20 years: 11 years of service at sea, 8 years of service in shore assignments, and nearly 2 years awaiting orders in a navy with too many officers for billets available.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Lieutenant Carter was serving in the screw sloop Seminole in the Brazil Squadron. Impressed because Carter remained loyal to the Union and was from Tennessee, Senator Andrew Johnson and others arranged to have him detailed on special duty with the army to recruit soldiers from that contested state. Within a month, Carter had raised the 2nd Tennessee Volunteer Regiment. A month later he was in command of a brigade. On May 1, 1862, Carter received a commission as a brigadier general of volunteers, and the next month he took part in operations against Cumberland Gap.

In 1863 Carter led cavalry raids that defeated Confederate forces at Holston, Carter’s Station, and Jonesville, Tennessee. These Union victories reduced pressure on Union forces under Major General William Rosecrans at Murfreesboro. Carter commanded the left wing of Union forces in North Carolina in the Second Battle of Kinston (March 7–10, 1865), and that same month he was brevetted a major general of volunteers.

Carter, who had been promoted to lieutenant commander in the navy on July 16, 1863, and to commander on June 25, 1865, mustered out of the volunteer army on January 16, 1866. He returned to the navy, served at sea for the next three years, and was briefly commandant of the Philadelphia Navy Yard during 1869–1870. Promoted to captain on October 28, 1870, Carter served as commandant of midshipmen at the Naval Academy during 1870–1873. Again assigned sea duty during 1873–1876, he served in shore assignments, including as a member of the Lighthouse Board, until his retirement on August 6, 1881. He was promoted to commodore on November 13, 1879, becoming the first individual to serve as a flag officer in both the U.S. Army and the U.S. Navy. He was promoted to rear admiral on the retired list on May 16, 1882. Carter died in Washington, D.C., on May 26, 1891.
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Carthage, Battle of

Event Date: July 5, 1861

Minor engagement during the early period of the Civil War that took place in Jasper County, Missouri. With the onset of war, the state of Missouri was torn between Union loyalists and Confederate sympathizers. After a failed attempt by the state militia to seize the federal arsenal at St. Louis and a confrontational meeting between Missouri governor Claiborne F. Jackson and Union brigadier general Nathaniel Lyon, Jackson moved his militia west to the capital at Jefferson City. Jackson’s 4,000 men proved inadequate against Lyon’s better-trained regulars and volunteers in several skirmishes, however. Forced to retreat west, they finally decided to flee southward, where Union forces would not be able to take advantage of the Missouri River.

Lyon had already sent Brigadier General Thomas W. Sweeny with five regiments to Rolla, Missouri, to envelop Jackson’s southern flank, secure the lead mines in southwestern Missouri, and prevent Confederate incursions from Arkansas. Sweeny’s brigade detrained in Rolla on June 14, 1861, and immediately moved west to Springfield. Sweeny also detached two regiments to probe independently for Jackson’s force. One regiment, consisting of 1,100 men under Colonel Franz Sigel, probed down to the Arkansas line, where Sigel learned that he stood in Jackson’s path of retreat into Arkansas. Sigel also ascertained that three other Confederate contingents were moving about in the vicinity of his small force, representing a significant threat should they converge on him simultaneously.

In a daring move, Sigel pushed his regiment north toward the town of Carthage to confront Jackson, arriving there on July 4. Sigel knew that his troops would be greatly outnumbered, but he counted on their superior training and weapons to carry the day. On the morning of July 5, the two forces met approximately nine miles north of Carthage and formed opposing lines about 1,200 yards apart. The Union soldiers advanced to 700 yards from the Confederates and then halted. The battle opened with artillery fire. Sigel’s guns fired grapeshot into the Confederate ranks, while Jackson’s guns had only round shot that went high. Sigel then ordered his infantry to open fire, collapsing Jackson’s center and silencing his artillery.

A Union victory seemed certain until Sigel noticed Southern cavalry moving south on both of his flanks. Lacking his own cavalry to screen his force, he knew that he could be enveloped or even cut off from his baggage train. Choosing an orderly retreat to preserve his force, Sigel withdrew under protecting fire from his artillery.

Casualties in the Battle of Carthage were light. The Union side suffered 13 dead and 31 wounded, while the Confederates sustained 10 killed and 64 wounded. Both sides claimed victory, but the fact that Sigel’s men had been forced to withdraw undoubtedly helped subsequent Confederate recruitment in Missouri.
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Caruthers, Robert Looney

Birth Date: July 31, 1800

Death Date: October 2, 1882

Tennessee politician and jurist. Robert Looney Caruthers was born in Smith County, Tennessee, on July 31, 1800. As a young man, he was a store clerk before studying at Greenville College (1820–1821). After reading for the law, he was admitted to the bar in 1823. He was a clerk for the Tennessee House of Representatives and the Smith County Chancery Court and then worked as editor for the Tennessee Republican. He subsequently served as state’s attorney (1827–1832), was a member of the Tennessee House of Representatives (1835), and helped found Cumberland University (Lebanon, Tennessee) in 1842. In 1847 he established the university’s law school. In the meantime, Caruthers became a major land and slave owner. From 1841 to 1843, he served in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Whig. In 1852 he was named a Tennessee Supreme Court justice, a position he held until 1861.

Caruthers did not initially support secession, and in February 1861 he was a delegate to the unsuccessful Washington Peace Conference, which attempted to forestall civil war. After his native state seceded in May 1861, Caruthers reluctantly accepted secession and was elected to the Provisional Confederate Congress, where he supported the Jefferson Davis administration. Caruthers was not elected to the first regular Confederate Congress, however, and left the legislative body in December 1861.

Although elected to succeed Isham G. Harris as governor of Tennessee in 1862, Caruthers never officially assumed the office because Union occupation forces had already taken portions of the state, including the capital at Nashville. Harris remained the nominal governor until 1865. When the war ended, Caruthers became a professor of law at Cumberland University, a post he held until his death on October 2, 1882, in Lebanon, Tennessee.
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Casey, Silas

Birth Date: July 12, 1807

Death Date: January 22, 1882

Union officer and author of a seminal manual on infantry tactics used by thousands of officers in the Union Army. Silas Casey was born on July 12, 1807, in East Greenwich, Rhode Island. Although proficient in mathematics, he graduated at the bottom of his class at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1826. After graduation, he first served with the 7th Infantry and then transferred to the 2nd Infantry. In 1829 after serving three years of frontier duty, Casey was transferred to Sackets Harbor, New York. After service at Fort Niagara, New York, and Fort Gratiot, Michigan, he was promoted to first lieutenant in 1836.

Casey fought in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), then went on to serve in Buffalo, New York, and Fort Mackinac, Michigan. In 1847 during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Casey participated in Major General Winfield Scott’s Mexico City Campaign. Following heroic actions at the Battle of Chapultepec, Casey was brevetted lieutenant colonel.

Following the Mexican-American War, Casey was posted to the Oregon Territory, where he was involved in providing protection for the topographical teams investigating the area. During the 1850s he helped to revise the infantry tactics manual for the U.S. Army. The revised manual included the use of the Colt revolver by mounted soldiers. Rising through the ranks, Casey received the substantive promotion to lieutenant colonel in 1855.

At the outset of the Civil War, Casey was recalled to Washington, D.C., and appointed brigadier general of volunteers in August 1861. After serving in the 1862 Peninsula Campaign as a division commander, he was promoted to major general. For the rest of the war, he served as an administrator and commanded a brigade in the defense of Washington, D.C. He was also responsible for training newly formed regiments before they were sent into battle. In 1862 Casey revised the System of Infantry Tactics manual. Although similar to the two-volume manual published by William J. Hardee in 1855, Casey’s three-volume manual incorporated new company-level and battalion-level tactics to complement the brigade and division formations used by the Union Army during the Civil War. The manual was applicable for regular, volunteer, and militia troops. In 1863 Casey wrote Infantry Tactics for Colored Troops to supplement the 1862 manual, and he served as president of the U.S. Army’s Board for the Examination of Candidates for Officers of Colored Troops. He was brevetted major general in the regular army in March 1865.

After the war, Casey served as colonel of the 4th Infantry until he retired from active duty on July 8, 1868. He died on January 22, 1882, in Brooklyn, New York.
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Cashier, Albert D. J.

Birth Date: December 25, 1843

Death Date: March 28, 1915

Female Union soldier. Albert D. J. Cashier was born Jennie Hodgers in Clogher Head, Ireland, on December 25, 1843. At some time in her youth, she began to dress in male clothing. Hodgers immigrated to America on an unknown date. Sometime after arriving in the United States, she began to live as a man named Albert Cashier. Cashier joined the U.S. Army when the 95th Illinois Volunteer Infantry was created on August 6, 1862, at Belvedere, Illinois. Cashier served in Company G of the 95th and saw action in many engagements, including the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864). There is no evidence that any fellow soldiers or commanders suspected that Cashier was anatomically female, and she was regarded as a brave and even daring soldier.

Cashier was discharged when the 95th was mustered out on August 17, 1865, at Springfield, Illinois. She continued to live as a man, even voting at a time when voting was restricted to men. In 1911 a medical examination after Cashier suffered an accident revealed her true biological sex. Nevertheless, she claimed a pension and was admitted to the Illinois Soldiers and Sailors Home at Quincy. In 1913 Cashier’s deteriorating mental condition caused her to be committed to the state asylum at Watertown, where she was forced to wear a skirt. Cashier died on March 28, 1915. She was buried in her Civil War uniform with full military honors.
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Cass, Lewis

Birth Date: October 9, 1782

Death Date: June 17, 1866

Democratic Party politician and secretary of state in the James Buchanan administration. Lewis Cass was born on October 9, 1782, in Exeter, New Hampshire, and studied law at Dartmouth College. During the War of 1812 he served as a brigadier general. In 1813 President James Madison appointed Cass governor of the Michigan Territory, a position he held until 1831. From 1831 to 1836, he was secretary of war, overseeing President Andrew Jackson’s Indian Removal Policy in the Southeast. Cass was then U.S. ambassador to France (1836–1842). Representing the new state of Michigan, Cass served in the U.S. Senate from 1845 to 1848. In 1848 as the Democratic candidate for president, he supported the doctrine of popular sovereignty, which held that people in a territory had the right to decide if slavery would be permitted in that territory. His position caused many antislavery Democrats to vote for the Free Soil Party, which resulted in the election of Whig candidate Zachary Taylor. Cass returned to the Senate in 1849 and served until his defeat in the 1856 elections.

In 1857 President James Buchanan chose Cass to be his secretary of state. In early 1860, Cass argued that the federal government should reinforce the garrison at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. Cass resigned on December 13, 1860, outraged that Buchanan had rejected his recommendation and had not pursued a stronger policy in the face of the threatened secession of the Southern states. Jeremiah S. Black, the attorney general, succeeded him. Black had also urged reinforcement of Fort Sumter and argued against the constitutionality of secession.

Following his resignation, Cass returned to his home in Detroit, Michigan. He died there on June 17, 1866.

MICHAEL R. HALL
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Castle Pinckney, South Carolina

Harbor fortification guarding Charleston, South Carolina. Castle Pinckney was named for Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, a hero of the American Revolutionary War and one of South Carolina’s most distinguished citizens. The masonry fort was built on a small island, with construction initially finished in 1797. Castle Pinckney was rebuilt in 1809 after a disastrous hurricane all but leveled the original fortification. The fort never proved to be a vital defense for the city, as its design was obsolete before it was even completed and the newer more formidable Fort Sumter nearby made it largely unnecessary. By the outbreak of the American Civil War in 1861, the fort had been virtually abandoned.

During the Civil War, Castle Pinckney was converted into one of the earliest Confederate prisons for captured Union soldiers. Its solid walls and remote island location made it almost ideal for its new function. Union troops captured at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) began arriving at the prison on September 18, 1861. They found the prison clean and dry, with adequate sanitary facilities. Unlike many Confederate prisons, Castle Pinckney maintained a reputation as a well-run and relatively hospitable facility. For the duration of the war, rations remained sufficient, and disease rates were extremely low by the standards of most Civil War–era prisons.

No prisoner deaths were recorded for the entire existence of the facility, a far cry from the 18 percent mortality rate in Confederate prisons overall. Although discipline in the camp was reportedly strict, prisoner diaries from Castle Pinckney present few complaints beyond simple boredom and longing for one’s family. There is also no record of a single successful escape by a Union prisoner held at Castle Pinckney. The fort fell into disrepair after the war but was renovated for potential use during the early 1890s. It is likely that the fort saw no hostile action during its 100-year existence. After the Spanish-American War (1898), part of Castle Pinckney was demolished to make way for a lighthouse that operated for several decades into the 20th century.

PAUL J. SPRINGER
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Castle Thunder, Virginia

Notorious Confederate prison in Richmond, Virginia. By March 1862, Confederate-held prisoners had exceeded prison capacity in Richmond. The government then decided to seize Gleanor’s Tobacco Factory, Palmer’s Factory, and Whitlock’s Warehouse, three brick buildings at Cary and 18th Streets, to house prisoners. The three-story Gleanor building had a capacity of 650 and housed Confederate deserters and political prisoners. The Whitlock building had a capacity of 350 people and housed black and women prisoners. The Palmer building had a capacity of 400 people and housed Confederate deserters and Union prisoners of war. A fence between the buildings completed the compound. The combined capacity of 1,400 people in the three structures was quickly surpassed, with as many as 3,000 being held there at any one time. The Second Virginia Reserve, which consisted of men between the ages of 16 and 18 and the ages of 45 and 55, served as guards. Approximately 40,000 prisoners passed through the facility from 1862 to 1865.

Captain George W. Alexander became prison commandant in November 1862. The prison soon had a notorious reputation for excessive and unnecessary brutality, with Alexander receiving much of the blame. Conditions deteriorated until on April 4, 1863, the Confederate House of Representatives launched an investigation of the prison and its commandant, who was charged with unnecessary harshness, tyranny, and dishonesty. He was later cleared after an investigation.

One of Castle Thunder’s most famous prisoners was Dr. Mary E. Walker, the first female surgeon in the Union Army and the first woman awarded the Medal of Honor. The prison closed at the end of the war, but the Federals did make temporary use of it after they occupied Richmond. In 1879 the prison buildings burned to the ground.
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Casualties, Union and Confederate

Casualties refers to combatants lost to death, injury, sickness, desertion, or captivity. The Civil War was by far the most lethal conflict in American history. For more than a century, historians have accepted Thomas L. Livermore’s calculation that 618,222 Union and Confederate soldiers died in the war, although this number relies on inaccurate or missing records and must be imprecise. It is the basis for the discussion below. A recent study by J. David Hacker, based on census statistics, persuasively argues that the death toll should be increased by more than 20 percent, to some 750,000. This new number may become standard.

The Union armies enrolled at one time or another some 2.9 million men, of which 1.5 million were enlisted for the duration. Of these numbers, 110,070 died in battle, and 250,152 died of disease. For every 1,000 Union soldiers in battle, 112 were killed or wounded. Confederate strength was about 1.25 million men, of whom 800,000 were enlisted for the duration. Some 94,000 of these troops were killed in battle, and 164,000 died of disease. For every 1,000 Confederates in battle, 150 were killed or wounded. More than 500,000 Union and Confederate soldiers sustained wounds, and more than 2 percent of the entire Northern and Southern populations lost their lives in uniform. More than 2 percent sustained wounds, and 2 percent more were weakened permanently or partially by disease.

Statistics of the American Civil War



	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Total mobilized
	2,900,000
	1,250,000



	% of population mobilized
	10.70%
	13.10%



	Killed in action or died of wounds
	110,070
	94,000



	Died of disease
	250,152
	164,000



	Wounded
	275,175
	194,000



	Captured
	194,743
	214,865



	Died as prisoners of war
	30,218
	25,976



	% of prisoners who died during captivity
	15.52%
	12.09%



	Cost in 1990 billions of dollars
	$27.30
	$17.10




Individual campaigns or battles could be extremely sanguinary. The Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) was the single bloodiest day of the Civil War. Union casualties were 2,108 dead, 9,540 wounded, and 753 missing (15 percent of effectives). Confederate losses were 1,546 dead, 7,752 wounded, and 1,018 missing (26 percent of the force). In the intense fighting for the cornfield, the 1st Texas Regiment of Brigadier General John Bell Hood’s brigade suffered more than 82 percent of its men killed or wounded in 20 minutes, the highest percentage of losses North or South in any regiment of the war.

At Franklin, Tennessee, on November 30, 1864, the Confederates lost 6,000 men out of a force of 21,000; 6 Confederate generals were also killed. In Kentucky in the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862), a Union force of 6,500 men, commanded by Major General William Nelson, suffered 206 deaths, 844 wounded, and 4,303 captured. The 6,850 Confederates under Major General Edmund Kirby Smith lost 78 killed, 372 wounded, and 1 missing.

The 1st Maine Heavy Artillery, in a charge at Petersburg, Virginia, on June 18, 1864, achieved the dubious record of the highest casualties in the shortest time: 635 of 900 men in only seven minutes. The 26th North Carolina Regiment, fighting at Gettysburg on July 1, 1863, lost the largest percentage and number of casualties for a single day, 714 of 800 men. The Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) was the costliest engagement of the entire war: 23,000 casualties (3,000 killed) for the Union and at least 20,000 and perhaps as many as 28,000 (2,500 killed) for the Confederates.

The high rates of disease in both armies were attributable to the normal 19th-century vicissitudes of camp life and the relatively primitive nature of medical practice at the time. In the Union armies, however, the soldiers of the East were hardier than their western counterparts. The easterners, more often from urban areas, had developed greater immunities to diseases that killed western farmers and outdoorsmen. Death rates from disease were 43 percent higher among Union soldiers from western states.

Battle casualties on the whole were higher in terms of percentages for the Southern armies, particularly the Army of Northern Virginia, than in the Northern armies. Despite the horrendous casualties that the Union Army suffered during Grant’s offensive campaign of 1864–1865, the casualty rates for General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia were the highest of any commander in the entire war. The reason for this was the superiority of the defense and Lee’s offensive-mindedness. In all of the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), Lee was on the attack and consequently lost more soldiers than the defenders in terms of numbers engaged. The same was true at Gettysburg a year later. Several battles in the western theater also resulted in enormous battlefield slaughter.

The high rate of death and wounds on both sides in Civil War battles was attributable to the growing disparity between normative tactics and advances in weaponry. Officers in both armies had studied Napoleonic tactics and had learned to maneuver soldiers in close-order formations and have them fire by volleys. Their instructors also had emphasized the offensive, teaching future officers to advance their troops in step, to fire volleys on command, and then to charge the enemy lines with bayonets and break the defenders. Both sides employed massed cannon fire in conjunction with the assault to blast holes in massed enemy lines.

These tactics had worked for American officers in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) because both sides were armed with single-shot muzzle-loading smoothbore muskets. The maximum effective range of these weapons was only about 80 yards, and soldiers had to be massed in close-order formations to concentrate their firepower. Cannon fire was not as important as it would be in the Civil War. Hence, American officers learned that they could order infantry charges and win battles. In the 1850s a practicable military rifle had been developed, with a fourfold increase in range that made the battlefield a much more lethal place. The rifled muskets of the Civil War still were single-shot weapons, but by 1863 almost all infantrymen on both sides were armed with them, and soldiers could reload and fire three times per minute. Yet officers on both sides continued to employ the old tactics of the massed charge, only now into lethal, more accurate, and usually successful defensive fire. Commanders could not overcome their training and their romantic notion of overwhelming the enemy in his works. The horrendous casualties that characterized the battlefields of the American Civil War were the result.
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Catholics

Members of the Roman Catholic Church. In the years immediately following the American Revolution, the United States counted only about 25,000 Catholics, mostly in Maryland and Pennsylvania. Succeeding decades saw the Catholic population skyrocket, reaching 300,000 in 1830 and more than 1 million in 1850, when 5 percent of all Americans and 14 percent of all churchgoers were Catholic. The Catholic population reached 2 million in 1860. In the North, Catholics were most numerous in the large cities of the Northeast—New York City and Boston, for example. In the South, Catholics also tended to congregate in cities, but there was also a large contingent to be found in the Kentucky Bluegrass region and southern Maryland. Additionally, there were at least 100,000 African American slaves who were Catholic, with some 62,000 in Louisiana, which had been a traditional center of Southern Catholics owing to the heavy French influence there. By 1860 in both the North and South, the Irish made up the majority of Catholics, with Germans and French rounding out the list. Because Italian immigration to the United States had been very modest until that time, Italians made up just a small percentage of the 2 million Catholics in 1860.

Catholic participation in the war tended to follow sectional trends. The Irish were numerically conspicuous in Northern armies, supplying some 145,000 of the 200,000 Catholics in uniform; 40,000 of them also formed units across the South. Catholic commanders in the war (including Major Generals Philip H. Sheridan and William T. Sherman and Brigadier General Michael Corcoran for the North and General P. G. T. Beauregard and Major General W. H. C. Whiting for the South) offered faithful wartime service, a pattern that most rank-and-file Catholics followed closely. Irish performance in battle helped mitigate rampant anti-Catholicism, but as the war continued, the Irish came to resent their high casualties and feared postwar job competition with African American freedmen. Tensions among many Irish Catholics finally exploded in July 1863, when New York City Irishmen rioted against the implementation of the 1862 Conscription Act.

Approximately 70 Catholic priests served as chaplains on both sides. Fathers Abram Ryan and John Bannon played key Southern roles, respectively, as Confederate poet laureate and Confederate emissary to Rome and then England to stem Union recruiting of the Irish. Some 800 so-called angels of mercy—female religious from about 20 different orders—took up nursing posts in hospitals operated on both sides. In 1862, New York City officials praised the Sisters of Mercy as “the most faithful nurses in the world.” Civilian Catholics also played significant roles: Bishop John Hughes of New York was close to President Abraham Lincoln, there were Catholics in the Confederate cabinet, and the Southern military’s Catholic commissary general, Lucius Northrup, was a personal friend of Confederate president Jefferson Davis.

Concerning the main point of sectional contention, Pope Gregory XVI officially condemned the slave trade in 1839, but the Catholic Church tolerated slavery while standing aloof from abolitionism and discouraging immediate emancipation. Indeed, some Catholics, including clergymen, were slave owners, and in the South especially, priests and bishops tacitly supported slavery and the paternalism that went with it. From the pulpit they taught that slavery was a necessary evil that would lift slaves to eternal salvation. These stances tended to reflect church doctrine and discomfort with Nativism and Know-Nothingism—movements that were highly critical of Catholicism’s essential antiliberalism—while also providing room for Catholic clergy and laymen to debate the issues.
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Catlett’s Station, Virginia, Stuart’s Raid on

Start Date: August 22, 1862

End Date: August 23, 1862

Confederate cavalry raid. The raid was conducted by Major General J. E. B. Stuart, commanding the cavalry of the Army of Northern Virginia, with the intent of cutting the communications of the Union Army of Virginia, commanded by Major General John Pope. Pope’s army had taken up defensive positions along the Rappahannock River, and General Robert E. Lee, commanding the Army of Northern Virginia, hoped that the raid would at least inconvenience Pope and perhaps cause him to withdraw.

Receiving Lee’s approval for the raid on the morning of August 22, Stuart was on his way by 10:00 a.m., leading a force of some 1,500 men consisting of brigades under Brigadier Generals Beverly H. Robertson and Fitzhugh Lee, each shy one regiment, and two pieces of artillery. By afternoon, they reached Warrenton without encountering Union troops. With the intent of destroying the Cedar Run railroad bridge at Catlett’s Station, Stuart pushed on as darkness fell, but a heavy rainstorm hit, forcing him to leave behind his artillery with some of his cavalry to protect it. A local man who recognized Stuart told him that Pope’s staff and baggage train were located nearby and offered to guide the way.

Aware that the rising streams threatened his return route, Stuart sent one regiment to seize the headquarters camp, two regiments to attack another nearby camp and obstruct the railroad, a small force to set the bridge afire, and Robertson’s brigade to serve as a reserve. In pitch-black darkness, broken only by occasional lightning, both camps were quickly seized, netting 300 Union prisoners, many of them officers, and much baggage, including General Pope’s hat, cloak, and frock coat. The soaked timbers of the bridge proved impossible to burn, nor would they yield to axes.

The bridge effort now abandoned, the return march commenced around dawn, with the Rappahannock crossed in the morning. Stuart’s losses were only four killed, one wounded, and seven missing.

PHILIP L. BOLTé
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Catron, John

Birth Date: January 7, 1786

Death Date: May 30, 1865

U.S. Supreme Court justice. John Catron was born on January 7, 1786, in Wythe County, Virginia. His family was poor and moved to Kentucky when he was a child. Catron received little or no formal education but in 1812 moved to the Cumberland Mountains of Tennessee and began to study law on his own. He served under Major General Andrew Jackson during the War of 1812 and remained close to Jackson for the rest of his life. In 1815, Catron was admitted to the Tennessee state bar and began practicing law.

In 1818 Catron moved to Nashville, where he and his brother invested in the Buffalo Iron Works, which proved to be quite profitable. Catron also continued his legal practice. In 1824 he was tapped to become a justice of Tennessee’s Supreme Court of Errors and Appeals (the highest court in the state). In 1831 Catron became chief justice. In 1834 a new state constitution abolished the Tennessee high court, and Catron returned to his private practice.

President Andrew Jackson nominated Catron to the U.S. Supreme Court in March 1837. Confirmed by the Senate, Catron took his seat on the Court on May 1, 1837. As a justice, Catron plotted a moderate position, trying to balance states’ rights with federal prerogatives. On the slavery issue, Catron refused to overturn state statutes but otherwise was liberal on some issues. In Matilda v. Crenshaw (1833), he allowed a slave who had won freedom in one suit to bring another suit seeking monetary damages. Catron agreed with the majority of the Court in United States v. Amistad (1841), which awarded freedom to black mutineers on a ship engaged in illegal slave trading, and agreed with Prigg v. Pennsylvania (1842), which held void state laws that conflicted with exclusive federal power under the fugitive slave clause. Catron also concurred with the majority in Scott v. Sandford (1857), although he was not as inclined as Chief Justice Roger B. Taney to deny that Congress had any power to regulate slavery. In other cases, Catron displayed sympathy for small property holders and farmers against large corporations.

When the Civil War broke out, Catron sided with the Union. He remained on the Court and did what he could to protect federal power. While Chief Justice Taney issued a habeas corpus order for a suspected traitor in Maryland and chastised President Abraham Lincoln’s administration, Catron refused habeas corpus in Missouri. During the war, he generally supported the Union cause. Catron died on May 30, 1865, in Nashville, Tennessee.
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Causes of the Civil War

Long-Term Causes

Slavery

There was only one fundamental cause of the American Civil War, and that cause was slavery. All other factors of dispute between the two sections—tariffs, states’ rights, the governance of the territories—were merely footnotes to that one overriding issue.

Beginnings of the Slave South

The first slaves came to Virginia in 1619, although most labor in Virginia at that time was done by white indentured servants—poor Englishmen who signed a contract to serve their master for 7 years in return for passage to America. For the first 20 years or so, white Virginians treated African Americans as indentured servants. Gradually a system of race-based chattel slavery developed—an institution in which the slave and all of his or her offspring were deemed to be the property of the owner. As other southern colonies were founded, they too adopted the slave system. The southern colonies’ economies depended on staple crops—a single crop that predominated in each colony and was grown primarily for the market. Staple crop agriculture lent itself well to the use of slave labor, and the southern colonies imported massive numbers of slaves during the 18th century. By 1715, slaves outnumbered whites in South Carolina. Slavery was legal in many of the northern colonies as well, but few slaves were held there.

At the time of the American Revolution, many Americans came to see the hypocrisy of holding slaves while proclaiming liberty and voluntarily freed their bondsmen. By the 1820s, all of the northern states either banned slavery or phased out the small numbers of slaves within their boundaries. Only in the South did slavery continue.

Constitutional Compromises

When the Constitution was written, slave interests, especially in the South Carolina delegation, were strong enough to force several concessions in the document. One provided for the return of fugitive slaves who fled to free states. Another prevented Congress from banning the importation of slaves before 1808, while a third allowed the southern states to count three-fifths of the slave population toward representation in Congress, even though no slave was ever allowed to vote.

The Cotton Gin

The Founders believed that even in the South slavery would gradually fade away, and even slaveholder Thomas Jefferson, when writing the bill for organizing the Northwest Territory (what is today the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin) stipulated that slavery must never be allowed to spread there. The invention of the cotton gin in 1793 shattered the Founders’ hope for the demise of slavery. The gin made cotton an enormously profitable staple crop all across the lower tier of southern states. This vast surge in staple crop agriculture boosted the demand for slaves, and that in turn changed attitudes. By 1830, most southerners no longer confessed that slavery was a necessary evil but now touted it as a positive good.

The Missouri Compromise

In 1819, some northern congressmen balked when Missouri applied for admission to the union as a slave state, a move that would have made it the northernmost slave state and an indication that slavery was expanding rather than withering away. After several months of heated debate, Congress in 1820 agreed on a compromise: Missouri was indeed admitted as a slave state, but no further slave states were to be formed out of any part of the Louisiana Purchase north of Missouri’s southern border—36°30′ north latitude.

The Compromise of 1850

The Mexican-American War (1846–1848) raised the question of the status of slavery in the vast lands acquired from Mexico. Congressman David Wilmot of Pennsylvania introduced a proviso that slavery would not be allowed in any of the new territories, and southerners reacted with outrage. The Wilmot Proviso passed the House of Representatives on several occasions but failed to pass the Senate. Tensions grew to the point that some proslavery southern extremists, known as Fire-Eaters, began to talk openly of secession—that is, of declaring their states to be no longer part of the United States. After an intense struggle, Congress succeeded in passing the Compromise of 1850, which brought an end to the slavery debate for the time being. Still, it did nothing to solve the fundamental moral problem that lay at the heart of the issue and included a provision for a stronger fugitive slave act, a draconian law that soon alienated growing numbers of northerners, as it allowed slave-state law to reach blatantly into their communities in flagrant violation of states’ rights.

Intermediate Causes

The Kansas-Nebraska Act

In 1854 Senator Stephen A. Douglas from Illinois upset the precarious sectional truce with a piece of legislation aimed at securing federal support for a transcontinental railroad, with its eastern terminus at Chicago. To achieve that purpose, Douglas’s bill had to provide for the organization of the territory west of Iowa, through which the proposed tracks would run. Although the 1820 Missouri Compromise had promised that slavery would never exist in those lands, Douglas attempted to woo southern support for his bill by proposing that the lands in question be divided into two territories—Kansas, lying directly west of the slave state of Missouri, and Nebraska, farther north—and that the status of slavery in these territories would be determined by popular sovereignty, a vague doctrine that allowed settlers in the new territories to decide the status of slavery.

This gave proslavery forces a realistic chance of capturing the Kansas Territory for transformation into another slave state. Douglas successfully shepherded his Kansas-Nebraska Act through Congress, and President Franklin Pierce signed it into law, but the backlash from outraged northerners was enormous. As they saw it, by wiping away the Missouri Compromise, the Kansas-Nebraska Act opened the door to the spread of slavery throughout the unorganized West. As a result, antislavery northerners founded the Republican Party around the principle of prohibiting the further spread of slavery.

Bleeding Kansas

In direct response to the Kansas-Nebraska Act, both proslavery and antislavery forces encouraged their adherents to migrate to Kansas in order to secure it for their side. Violence soon broke out in the territory, and that civil conflict came to be known as Bleeding Kansas. Proslavery forces seized control of the territorial government through election fraud, and antislavery settlers responded by setting up an extralegal—but actually democratically elected—rival government. Newspapers throughout the country sensationalized the violence, emphasizing acts committed by the other side.

Bleeding Sumner

In May 1856 in the midst of the Kansas troubles, Massachusetts senator Charles Sumner made a speech in the Senate chamber. The speech, titled “The Crime against Kansas,” denounced southern efforts to make Kansas a slave state and also included personal slurs against certain proslavery senators. Two days later Congressman Preston Brooks of South Carolina, the nephew of one of the senators thus insulted, entered the Senate chamber and caned Sumner, breaking his cane over the senator’s head and leaving Sumner unconscious in a pool of blood. Northerners were outraged, even more so when delighted southerners expressed enthusiastic support for Brooks, even sending him several new canes. Tensions continued to rise.

The Dred Scott Case

In 1857 U.S. Supreme Court chief justice Roger B. Taney attempted to end the turmoil by legislating from the bench. The case before him was that of Dred Scott, the slave of an army doctor who had taken him as a personal servant to posts in the free state of Illinois and the free territory of Wisconsin. Scott sued for his freedom on the ground that he could not have been a slave in those jurisdictions, but Taney, writing for the majority of the court, ruled that Scott, as a slave, had no standing to sue. Going further, Taney decreed that the federal government had no authority to ban slavery in any territory and that no state had the right to prevent a slaveholding citizen of another state from entering and residing within its boundaries as long as he pleased. Instead of calming the sectional crisis, Taney’s ruling only raised the pitch of the debate, providing further evidence to northerners that the slave power was bent on control of the entire nation.

John Brown’s Raid

One disturbed northerner of strong antislavery convictions but possessing an unstable mind was John Brown, who had previously murdered proslavery men in Kansas. On October 16, 1859, Brown led a group of like-minded fanatics in a raid to capture the U.S. arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia (now West Virginia), in the hopes of sparking a mass slave revolt that would spread through the entire South. Instead, the result was the death of several locals as well as several of Brown’s men and the capture of the rest. Convicted and sentenced on November 2, Brown was hanged a month later. Although many northern leaders condemned the raid, expressions of support from many quarters in the North helped convince southerners that abolitionists in the North were eager to instigate mass slaughter in the South.


Immediate Causes

Lincoln’s Election

The election of Abraham Lincoln as president of the United States brought the issue of slavery to a head for Southern Fire-Eaters. The Republican Party was pledged to prevent the further spread of slavery into any U.S. territory where it did not already exist. On the other hand, Republican leaders had repeatedly stated that they lacked authority to interfere with slavery in the states where it already existed. The Fire-Eaters, however, refused to be assuaged. They professed to fear that enough additional free states would be admitted to the Union to provide the three-fourths majority necessary to ratify a constitutional amendment banning slavery (although with the 15 slave states then existing, that would have required a total of 60 states). They also feared that Lincoln would use the federal government to undermine slavery in subtle ways and were alarmed by the fact that a president could be elected without a single southern electoral vote, an indication that the South might no longer wield the disproportionate influence it had held in the past. Finally, their pride was wounded by the realization that there would soon be an administration in Washington that believed that their cherished institution of slavery was immoral.

Failure of Compromise

Despite Lincoln’s election and the Fire-Eaters’ oft-repeated threats to secede in that case, some Americans in government believed that a compromise was possible. Sectional difficulties had been smoothed over by compromises in 1820 and 1850, and some thought that it might be possible to create a “Compromise of 1861” as well. Various possible arrangements were discussed, especially one involving the extension of the Missouri Compromise Line (36°30′ north latitude) to the Pacific, with all territories south of that line being open to slavery.

Lincoln and his fellow Republicans were willing to concede much to achieve a compromise. They were even willing to go so far as to accept a constitutional amendment, supposedly unamendable, guaranteeing that the federal government would never interfere with slavery in any state where it presently existed. The one point on which they would not yield, however, was the central point of the Republican platform: no further spread of slavery into the territories. This was precisely the point that proslavery Southerners demanded the Republicans must surrender if there was to be a compromise. On that point neither side would give way, and the efforts at compromise failed. Viewed in retrospect, it is clear that given the slaveholders’ intransigence, no real compromise was possible—only another Northern surrender to Southern demands as had occurred in 1820 and 1850.

Active Secessionists

The Fire-Eaters did not merely wait to see if the mass of their fellow Southerners would respond to Lincoln’s election by clamoring for secession: they actively worked to bring about that result. Secessionists in the Deep South states were most often influential men, and they used all of their political skill to maneuver their states into taking the fateful step. Their success in stampeding the first seven states into secession helped make compromise impractical.

STEVEN E. WOODWORTH
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Cavalry, Confederate

Mounted forces of the Confederate Army. Since ancient times, horse cavalry was an integral part of warfare. Appreciated for its great mobility and shock value, cavalry established a reputation as a decisive military arm that could shake the confidence and courage of an otherwise determined foe and bring about a favorable decision on the battlefield. As cavalry weapons evolved from bow and arrow to sword, lance, saber, and gunpowder weapons, many observers declared that the long period of horse cavalry battlefield dominance was at its end. This was especially true by the mid-19th century, when the enhanced range, improved speed of loading, and accuracy of the new minié ball–firing rifled muskets made cavalry charges against entrenched infantry unfeasible. Indeed, in the future, cavalry would most likely be employed in screening, reconnaissance, long-range raids, attacking enemy supply lines, or battling other cavalry units. Under effective commanders such as Confederate major general James Ewell Brown Stuart, cavalry proved a highly important supporting arm. Both the Union Army and the Confederate Army fielded excellent cavalry in the war, although for the first two years of the conflict, Southern cavalry held a decided edge over its Union counterpart.

Southern cavalry units, while smaller in size, were organized similarly to those for the Union. Ten companies of 100 men made up a regiment, although few such units were ever at full strength. Companies were commanded by a captain, assisted by a first lieutenant and a second lieutenant. These officers were assisted by five sergeants, four corporals, a farrier, and a blacksmith. Regimental staffs were also smaller than those for the Union, consisting of a colonel (the commander), a lieutenant colonel, a major, and an adjutant.

The men of each company were usually recruited from the same general locale and thus tended to know one another. Many companies had been organized well before the war as part of their state’s militia. Officers were elected based on popularity, influence, and capability. This tended to produce cavalry units possessing a deep sense of pride, loyalty, and high morale, all traits required for success in battle. While service in the cavalry was popular, regiments were rarely at full strength, and even with conscription, securing sufficient manpower was always a problem.

Companies were usually designated by the letters A through K (following tradition, there was no J Company) followed by the regimental numerical designation. But companies were also often known simply by the name of their commander or some original unofficial name.

Depending on the organization of the regiment, its field-grade officers might be either elected or appointed by the governor of the regiment’s home state or even Confederate president Jefferson Davis. Many cavalry generals, such as Stuart and Major General Joseph Wheeler, were West Point graduates and had seen service in the U.S. Army before the war. Some were veterans of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Others were naturally audacious, with a fiery courage that propelled them and their units to fame. Often slaves accompanied their masters, both officers and enlisted men, in Confederate cavalry units. This was particularly true early in the war.

Confederate cavalry units were more likely than those of the Union to be under strength. Larger units were also formed during the Civil War. Regiments were formed into brigades, brigades were formed into divisions, and divisions were formed into corps. A Confederate cavalry brigade might have two to six regiments, a division might have up to six brigades, and a corps might have two to three divisions. Whenever possible, horse artillery accompanied cavalry units in the field, along with supply trains that included ammunition and forage wagons.

Of the 176 officers in five U.S. Army cavalry regiments at the start of the Civil War, a majority—or 104—fought for the South. The men who filled Confederate cavalry ranks were largely drawn from farms and were already well experienced and skilled in horsemanship and outdoor living, be they the farm boys or the sons of planters. As such, they were accustomed to long hours in the saddle and had already learned many of the skills necessary for horse combat. The more agricultural, rural life of the South meant that Confederate cavalrymen were likely to be already well skilled in the use of firearms and the care and maintenance of their mounts.

Equipping the cavalry of the Confederacy nevertheless proved a challenge. While Confederate cavalry units initially benefited from some Union arms and equipment from seized posts within the seceded states, the Confederacy’s limited manufacturing capabilities meant that it was often more difficult to secure adequate weapons as well as equipment and supplies. Compounding these challenges was the sense of states’ rights over the authority of a central government, which often stymied cooperation in furnishing men, supplies, and equipment.

The clothing and armament of Confederate cavalrymen varied widely. The basic weapons were sabers, revolvers (because of the difficulty of reloading during battle, many cavalrymen carried two and even as many as four), and carbines. Often Confederate troopers were armed with shotguns, musketoons, and rifles (many of the latter were Enfields from Britain). Shortcomings in armament were frequently eased by many successful raids against Union supply trains, which yielded numerous superior Union weapons for the Confederacy.

Southern cavalrymen were usually well mounted on horses that were accustomed to extended travel and, compared to the early Union mounts, tended to be swift of foot and to be of substantial endurance and possessed a temperament that lent itself well to war. This was not always the case, however. Some Confederate cavalry companies were mounted on thoroughbred racers, the progeny of famous horses who were household names at the time. These mounts proved unfit for cavalry duty. They were easily frightened by gunfire, were difficult to control in a fight, and tended to exhaust themselves on long marches.

Confederate cavalrymen, unlike their Union counterparts, were required to furnish their own horses. This policy offered some benefits in that the individual cavalryman tended to take good care of his mount, but it had the long-term disadvantage in that the trooper personally had to obtain a remount, unlike in the Union Army. Few Confederate cavalrymen had the financial resources to accomplish this, and horses were also difficult to secure, especially with the great need for them in agriculture. If the individual soldier could not obtain another horse, he and his experience as a combat-tested cavalryman were often lost, as such men were often relegated to the ranks of the infantry. To help solve the problem of a shortage of horses, in November 1862 General Stuart established a horse hospital in Albemarle, Virginia, that would care for sick horses and seek to rehabilitate those that were worn out.

Merely obtaining feed for the horses was a major problem, especially late in the war. The official Confederate ration for each horse was 14 pounds of hay and 12 pounds of grain per day. This imposed considerable demands on an already overburdened Confederate logistics system, and by the end of the war, many Confederate cavalry mounts were starving. Securing sufficient forage often forced Confederate commanders to disperse their cavalry units. Cavalry horses also required significant care, even when they were not on campaign, and troopers had to worry about keeping their mounts properly shod and securing cover for them in winter.

The lack of Confederate resources, however, produced some unintended advantages. First, this both forced the cavalry to be self-sustaining and provided the motivation and sense of desperate purpose that served it well in battle. Second, it allowed the Confederate cavalryman to travel much lighter than his Union counterpart, which tended to make Southern cavalry both more mobile and less prone to fatigue.

Probably the most storied cavalry outfits, especially during the first two years of the Civil War, were those of the Army of Northern Virginia, commanded by the legendary J. E. B. Stuart, who was undoubtedly the best-known cavalry officer of the war, North or South. During the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), he led a mounted charge into a superior Union force, helping to precipitate a panicked Union retreat back to Washington, D.C. Perhaps one of Stuart’s most daring exploits was his famous June 1862 ride around the entire army of Major General George B. McClellan during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862).

Such bold exploits became the hallmark of the Confederate cavalry under the command of notables such as Stuart; Brigadier General Turner Ashby; Major Generals John H. Morgan, Fitzhugh Lee, William Henry Fitzhugh “Rooney” Lee (son of General Robert E. Lee), and Joseph Wheeler; and Lieutenant Generals Wade Hampton and Nathan Bedford Forrest. These actions not only embarrassed Union generals but also kept the Union commanders off balance and hampered their ability to bring to bear the full force of their better-equipped and better-armed forces in a decisive stroke.

Training tended to be rudimentary and followed cavalry manuals, of which there were a number. Men and mounts practiced the drills, relying on sufficient repetitions to ensure that the desired movements could be carried out in battle consistently and without thought. Each cavalry manual set forward a system of drills that, if followed, would have the cavalrymen progress through basic movements afoot and then mounted and finally take part in larger formations through platoon, company, battalion, and finally regiment. Most training after 1863 was simply conducted by doing, with formal drill occurring only occasionally. Horses also had to be trained, of course.

The basic maneuver was accomplished in columns of four. If attacking infantry, cavalry endeavored to strike from the flank. Headlong cavalry charges against entrenched infantry were both rare and deadly, thanks to enhanced defensive rifle firepower. There are many examples of cavalrymen fighting dismounted.

Rate of march for cavalry was about 35 miles per day under ideal conditions. Commanders who pushed their men and horses ran the risk of wearing out their animals, which could be fatal for operations. At a walk, horses moved at 4 miles an hour, while a full gallop was about 16 miles per hour. Where possible, cavalrymen tried to live off the land in order to travel light and fast.

As the war progressed and Confederate resources dwindled while those of the Union increased, the relative effectiveness of the Confederate cavalry diminished. The Union cavalry grew throughout the conflict. During the war, the North raised 272 full regiments of cavalry, while the South raised only 137. By 1864, the Union cavalry had established unquestioned primacy over its Confederate counterparts, especially in the East, highlighted by the demise of Stuart during the famed cavalry-on-cavalry contest at Yellow Tavern on May 11, 1864. With some notable exceptions, such as the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11–12, 1864), the Confederate cavalry was never able to recover its effectiveness and dominance. Confederate cavalry proved quite successful during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), and General Forrest, known more for his raids and pitched battles, managed to maintain an edge until late in the war.
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Cavalry, Union

Mounted forces of the Union Army. Since ancient times, horse cavalry played an important role on the battlefield. Esteemed for its mobility and shock value, cavalry often decided battles and was for hundreds of years the decisive combat arm. With the introduction of individual firearms, however, cavalry declined in importance, and many military theorists declared that the days of horse cavalry were numbered, at least as a battlefield shock arm. Cavalry, however, provided important service in the American Civil War, especially in screening, reconnaissance, long-range raiding, and disruption of enemy supply and communications lines.

Although both sides employed limited amounts of cavalry during the American Revolutionary War, U.S. Army cavalry officially came into being on March 2, 1833, when Congress created the U.S. Regiment of Dragoons. Dragoons were mounted soldiers who rode horses into battle but then usually fought on foot. Congress fixed the regiment at a total of 34 officers and 1,715 listed men. Because of the considerable distances involved, cavalry units saw wide use during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), and many volunteer cavalry formations were raised for that conflict.

In 1850, however, U.S. cavalry formations consisted of only two regiments of dragoons and one of mounted Riflemen. With the demands of patrolling the vast expanse of the American West against hostile Native Americans, in March 1855 Congress authorized the formation of two cavalry regiments—the 1st and 2nd Cavalry Regiments. These were the first army regiments actually designated as cavalry. In early 1861, there were thus five regiments of cavalry: the 1st and 2nd Dragoons, the 1st Mounted Rifles, and the 1st and 2nd Cavalry. Shortly following the formation of the 3rd Cavalry Regiment in 1861, all six regiments were redesignated as cavalry regiments and numbered from 1st through 6th. Each consisted of 10 companies or troops, subdivided into 5 squadrons of 2 troops each, except for the 6th Regiment, which contained 12 troops.

By July 1861, however, all regular Union cavalry regiments followed the 12-troop organization. Union volunteer regiments during the war were similarly organized. As the war progressed, the squadron system was abandoned, and when regiments were detached for service, they were subdivided into battalions of 4 troops each.
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A Union cavalry column along the Rappahannock River in Virginia, 1862. (National Archives)

Ideally, each troop numbered 100 men and was commanded by a captain. A first lieutenant, a second lieutenant, and a supernumerary lieutenant rounded out the commissioned officers. Noncommissioned officers included a first sergeant and quartermaster and commissary sergeants. There were also five other sergeants, eight corporals, two teamsters, two farriers, a saddler, a wagoner, and two musicians. By 1863, troop strength varied from 83 to 100 men, and the supernumerary lieutenant was no longer part of the organizational structure.

Regiments of 12 troops thus had an authorized strength of 1,200 men and were commanded by a colonel. The primary regimental staff consisted of a lieutenant colonel and three majors. Other regimental commissioned and noncommissioned staff included a surgeon, an assistant surgeon, a quartermaster, an adjutant, and a commissary. At the start of the Civil War, there were 176 cavalry officers in the U.S. Army. Only 72 elected to remain with the North; the majority fought for the South. Conversely, most of the enlisted men remained loyal to the Union. Noncommissioned officers consisted of a sergeant major, one quartermaster sergeant, a commissary sergeant, a saddle sergeant, and a chief farrier or blacksmith, along with two hospital stewards.

During the Civil War, still larger units were created. Regiments were formed into brigades, then divisions, and finally corps. A Union cavalry brigade might have two to six regiments, a division might have two to three brigades, and a corps might have two to three divisions. Whenever possible, cavalry units went into the field accompanied by horse artillery and supply trains that included ammunition and forage wagons.

Training followed established cavalry manuals, with men and mounts practicing the drills, relying on sufficient repetitions to ensure that the desired movements could be carried out in battle consistently and without hesitation. Each cavalry manual set forward a system of drills that, if followed, would have the cavalrymen progress through basic movements afoot and then mounted and finally take part in larger formations through platoon, company, squadron, and finally regiment. Much of the training was simply conducted by doing, with formal drill occurring only occasionally. Horses also had to be trained, of course. It took some time to fully train both mount and rider. Some theorists held that this might be as long as two years. Although service in the cavalry was popular, many Northerners tended to be from urban rather than agricultural settings (their Southern counterparts tended to be from agricultural settings), and this meant that the training process tended to be longer.

The basic cavalry weapons were the same North and South: the saber, revolver (because of the difficulty of reloading during battle, many cavalrymen carried two and even as many as four), and, increasingly, the carbine. Because of superior resources, Union cavalry units were much more likely to be armed uniformly than their Southern counterparts. By 1864, most Union cavalry units were equipped with repeating rifles, which dramatically increased firepower.

The basic maneuver was accomplished in columns of four. In the unusual case of cavalry attacking infantry, commanders endeavored to have their men and horses strike from the flank. Headlong cavalry charges against entrenched infantry were both rare and deadly, thanks to enhanced defensive rifle firepower. However, such charges did occur and with success. During the 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Major General Philip H. Sheridan employed massed cavalry charges against Confederate infantry with great success, especially during the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864). It was much more common for cavalrymen to ride into battle and then fight dismounted.

The rate of march for cavalry was about 35 miles per day, but this was under ideal conditions. At a walk, horses moved at 4 miles an hour, while a full gallop was about 16 miles per hour. Where possible, cavalrymen tried to live off the land in order to travel light and fast.

Compounding problems for Union cavalry, Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott, general in chief of the U.S. Army at the start of the war, underestimated the usefulness of cavalry owing to the improved accuracy and range of the rifled musket and the broken terrain in Virginia. He also disliked the mounted arm because of his experiences with cavalry commanders during the Mexican-American War. Union cavalry was often misused and undertrained early in the Civil War. Indeed, the South enjoyed superiority in cavalry for the first two years of the war. Experience and improved Union leadership eventually obviated this.

During the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), the Union army fielded seven cavalry regiments. By the time of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), the Army of the Potomac fielded a mounted force of nearly 13,000 men, who also defeated General Robert E. Lee’s Confederate cavalry on the third day of the battle. When Lee surrendered to General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox on April 9, 1865, Sheridan’s Cavalry Corps numbered 15,000 officers and men.

Unlike the South, the North developed a system whereby it supplied all the horses. In the first two years of the war, the Confederate cavalry enjoyed unquestioned superiority over that of the Union, handing them many humbling defeats and embarrassing Union commanders with exploits such as Brigadier General James E. B. Stuart’s audacious June 1862 ride around Major General George B. McClellan’s entire Army of the Potomac during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). The primacy of the Confederate cavalry began to noticeably diminish in June 1863, however. The Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863), the largest cavalry engagement of the war, pitted some 8,000 Union cavalry against a Confederate force of equal size and ended in a draw. While not a victory for either side, it was a great moral victory for the Union cavalry, which at last proved its worth.

This was followed the next month by Brigadier General John Buford’s July 1, 1863, gallant dismounted action with two small cavalry brigades against a division of Confederate infantry at the beginning of the Battle of Gettysburg. By late 1863, the Union cavalry finally emerged as the dominant mounted force.

Other noteworthy exploits in the East included those under the command of Sheridan. On May 11, 1864, Sheridan sought out and contested the celebrated Stuart at Yellow Tavern, Virginia. In a pitched cavalry battle that saw both mounted and dismounted action, the Union troopers not only defeated Stuart’s famed cavalry but also mortally wounded its commander. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) is replete with examples of a much improved and effective Union cavalry arm. His Army of the Shenandoah contained an exceptionally high ratio of cavalry to infantry, and therefore the cavalry had a featured role during this campaign.

Operations in the western and Trans-Mississippi theaters often employed twice the number of cavalry divisions as in the eastern theater. In a famed Union cavalry operation, Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson carried out a raid during April 17–May 2, 1863, that helped hasten the fall of Vicksburg, Mississippi, on July 4. Despite a miserable performance during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), by war’s end Union cavalry was dominant in the West as well as the East. Major General James H. Wilson’s command finally defeated feared Confederate lieutenant general Nathan Bedford Forrest and went on to capture fleeing President Jefferson Davis.

The shift in cavalry dominance can be attributed to several factors. Certainly, the North enjoyed great advantages in manpower and resources. During the war, the North organized 272 regiments of cavalry, while the South raised only 137. Probably most significant was the emergence of competent Union commanders and the inability of the Confederacy to replace some of its best leaders who were lost in battle. Another major factor was that by early 1863, the Federals ceased scattering mounted regiments among infantry and began concentrating them into divisions and corps of cavalry, thereby concentrating both mobility and firepower. Improved leadership, better tactics, superior numbers, and experience gave the Union predominance after mid-1863.
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Cavalry Tactics

Employment of mounted troops in battle. Cavalry, once singularly prominent on ancient battlefields, declined in importance with the advent of the pike, the long bow, and infantry firearms. The rifled musket of the American Civil War accelerated this trend. The increased range and accuracy of the rifled musket made the massed cavalry charge against entrenched infantry significantly problematic. The old cavalry shock tactics, highly effective against infantry armed with smoothbore muskets, the effective range of which was only 100–200 yards, were essentially suicidal against veteran troops equipped with rifled muskets, with effective ranges out to 600 yards and beyond.

A second factor affecting cavalry tactics during the Civil War was the general lack of sufficient training for cavalrymen. On both sides of the conflict, cavalrymen and their horses were sped to the battlefield without the instruction and training necessary to ensure true effectiveness in cavalry operations. Such training could take a long time. Thus, very few cavalrymen actually knew how to use the cavalry saber properly. Also impacting the traditional use of cavalry, particularly in comparison to relatively open European battlefields, was the wooded terrain so common to many of the Civil War battlefields.

One of the most important cavalry operations during the war was reconnaissance and counterreconnaissance screening, as cavalry units served as the eyes of the army as well as in subterfuge and deception operations. Cavalry was used extensively to cover the flanks and rears of field armies, guard supply trains, and provide escorts. Another role was to carry out defensive delaying actions in retrograde movements. Yet another role was in the pursuit and harassment of defeated enemy forces. Cavalry also carried out long-distance raiding against enemy lines of communications, supply depots, railroads, and other strategic targets. Yet another cavalry function was to support offensive operations in either a singular tactical movement or, more frequently, while working in conjunction with other combat arms, including infantry and artillery.

In a combined-arms operations, an effective tactic was to unleash an artillery barrage followed by an infantry assault to fix the opponent in place, then move in cavalry to attack at vulnerable points—particularly an opponent’s flanks and rear areas. In such action, the mobility and speed of an army’s cavalry were leveraged to exploit fast developing points of opportunity prior to the enemy being able to react. Similarly, cavalry was used to quickly support any developing weaknesses in one’s own formations.

Although massed cavalry attacks on infantry positions were rare during the Civil War, Major General Philip Sheridan employed the tactic with great success during the 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign, particularly during the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864). Sheridan’s Army of the Shenandoah contained an unusually high complement of cavalry and boasted a particularly high ratio of cavalry to infantry, which allowed him to throw large mounted attacks against Confederate infantry positions. Large cavalry-on-cavalry battles also were relatively rare but by 1863 became more prevalent, as evidenced by the Battles of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863), Yellow Tavern (May 11, 1864), and Trevilian Station (June 11–12, 1864).

At the commencement of the war, the Confederate cavalry held initial advantage over its Northern counterpart, as many Southerners had been raised in a rural environment and had learned to ride well. Moreover, the chivalric ideals of the Southern aristocracy ensured that Confederate cavalry attracted men of high caliber. However, as the war went on and Confederate ranks were depleted, the advantage moved inexorably to the Union cavalry, which steadily grew in training and effectiveness. At the start of the war, a Confederate cavalry regiment consisted of approximately 800 troopers. By the end of 1864, many Southern regiments took the field with only some 100 cavalrymen.

Accelerating this change was the provisioning of the Union cavalry with the Spencer carbine in 1863, which allowed a trooper to fire 14 to 20 rounds a minute with a maximum range of 500 yards and an effective range of 200 yards. Beginning at Brandy Station in 1863, Union cavalry moved from its earlier position of relative inferiority to one of superiority in nearly every subsequent major engagement in the eastern theater. This advantage came later in the West, where Confederate cavalry outdueled Major General William T. Sherman’s horsemen during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and where Lieutenant General Nathan Bedford Forrest proved singularly effective in a wide range of roles. The Union deployment of large cavalry formations, however, played a significant role in the closing actions of the conflict. Sheridan’s cavalry spearheaded the pursuit of General Robert E. Lee’s army to Appomattox, and Major General James H. Wilson’s command finally bested Forrest in the West and captured Confederate president Jefferson Davis on May 10, 1865.
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Cedar Creek, Battle of

Event Date: October 19, 1864

Major engagement of the Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Following his rout of Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s Confederate Army of the Valley at Winchester and Fisher’s Hill on September 19 and 22, respectively, after which his army laid waste to the Shenandoah Valley from Strasburg to Staunton, Major General Philip Sheridan pulled his forces back to Cedar Creek, near Middletown. On October 15, believing that Early was no longer a threat, Sheridan left the army for a consultation in Washington, D.C., turning over command to Major General Horatio Wright of VI Corps. After a brief meeting with Secretary of War Edwin Stanton and Major General Henry Halleck, Sheridan returned to the Shenandoah Valley, stopping on the night of October 18 in Winchester, about 12 miles from his encampment at Cedar Creek.

Camped at Cedar Creek were Wright’s VI Corps; XIX Corps, commanded by Brigadier General William Emory; and Brevet Major General George Crook’s small Army of West Virginia, also known as VIII Corps. The cavalry divisions of Brigadier Generals Wesley Merritt and George A. Custer were bivouacked nearby. A reconnaissance on October 18 revealed no Confederates in the vicinity, but another reconnaissance was scheduled for the following day.

Meanwhile, on October 17 Early had dispatched Major General John B. Gordon and topographical engineer Captain Jedediah Hotchkiss to survey Union dispositions. From a mountaintop they not only plotted the various infantry camps and artillery placements but also discovered an avenue of attack that would provide for surprise. Gordon then devised a plan of attack, which Early approved, calling for a stealthy night march on October 18 followed by a predawn assault on the unsuspecting Federals the next day.

Following a difficult march, Gordon’s II Corps and Major General Joseph Kershaw’s division were in position to attack before 5:00 a.m. on October 19, while Brigadier General Gabriel Wharton’s division pressed up the Valley Pike with the army’s artillery and supplies. Aided by dense fog, the Confederates struck with thorough surprise, smashing Crook’s command and driving it back on XIX Corps, which with some warning put up minor resistance before breaking in disorder. Two Union corps now streamed to the rear. Only the steady VI Corps stood between Early’s men and a shocking victory, but these veterans, particularly Brigadier General George W. Getty’s division, bought valuable time, falling back through Middletown in orderly fashion and allowing the rest of the army to regroup. The potent Union cavalry bolstered the new line north of Middletown, discouraging any further Confederate advance. At around 10:30 after five hours of intense fighting, with many of his soldiers now plundering Union camps, Early decided to halt the attack and consolidate his considerable gains (1,300 prisoners and 24 artillery pieces).
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The Battle of Cedar Creek, in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, October 19, 1864. Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early initially had the upper hand but then halted the attack to consolidate, allowing Union forces under Brigadier General Philip H. Sheridan to rally, then turn the tide and rout the Confederates. (Library of Congress)

At Winchester that morning, Sheridan learned of the catastrophe befalling his army and rode to the sound of the guns, passing hundreds of refugees from his shattered command. He arrived as the Confederate attack wound down. Although Wright, Getty, and the Cavalry Corps had stabilized the situation, Sheridan’s presence galvanized the army. Assuming command, he ordered his divisions to re-form for a counterattack. At 1:00 p.m. the Confederates launched an ineffectual attack, hoping finally to drive the Federals from the field, but this was easily repulsed by a reinvigorated Army of the Shenandoah. Again, Early appeared content to call it a day but made no effort to improve his position, setting the stage for one of the most remarkable reversals of fortune during the war.

At 4:00 p.m. Sheridan unleashed his army. The assault by VI and XIX Corps stuck the Confederate left and center, while Merritt’s cavalry drove two Confederate divisions through Middletown. At 4:30 Custer’s horsemen crashed into Gordon’s left flank. Early’s stunning victory now turned into a terrible rout, as his army collapsed into a frantic retreat. The Federals regained their captured men and guns and took most of Early’s guns and wagons in the process. Union casualties topped 6,000; the Confederates suffered some 3,000 casualties. The battle made a legend out of Sheridan and helped cement President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection.
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Cedar Mountain, Battle of

Event Date: August 9, 1862

Engagement during the Second Bull Run Campaign (August 9–September 1, 1862). The Battle of Cedar Mountain occurred on August 9, 1862, about 10 miles south of Culpeper, Virginia, between Union forces led by Major General John Pope, Army of Virginia, and Confederate forces commanded by Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson of the Army of Northern Virginia. In late June as Major General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac was engaged in the Peninsula Campaign to capture Richmond, Major General John Pope assumed command of the new Union Army of Virginia. It was formed of three previous Union commands and covered the territory from the Shenandoah Valley in the west to Fredericksburg in the east. Pope’s missions were to protect Washington, D.C., and demonstrate against the Confederate line of communications in the vicinity of Charlottesville and Gordonsville in order to prevent reinforcement of Confederate forces facing McClellan.

Anxious to strike Pope before he could be reinforced, General Robert E. Lee sent Jackson to Gordonsville to attack Pope at the earliest opportunity. In early August, Jackson perceived that such an opportunity was at hand. With his own two divisions and reinforced by Major General A. P. Hill’s division along with cavalry under Major General J. E. B. Stuart, Jackson advanced toward Culpeper to strike part of Pope’s force. At the same time, Pope was assembling his army to meet Jackson, with Major General Nathaniel Banks already advancing from Culpeper.

On August 9, Union and Confederate cavalry clashed at Cedar Run near Cedar (or Slaughter) Mountain. Jackson’s leading division commander, Major General Richard S. Ewell, determined that the Union forces would make a stand on the ridge behind Cedar Run. Posting Brigadier General Jubal A. Early’s brigade and artillery in the valley, Ewell moved his other two brigades and artillery onto the high ground of Cedar Mountain. As his next division, that commanded by Brigadier General Charles S. Winder, arrived, Jackson deployed it to the left of Ewell. Jackson then ordered the two divisions to attack. As his division deployed, however, Winder was killed. Union brigadier general Alpheus S. Williams’s division struck the Confederate left, flanking and routing the Confederates northwest of the Gordonsville-Culpeper Road. However, Hill’s division arrived on the field and attacked to support the defeated left. His aggressive counterattack, artillery fire (especially from Cedar Mountain), and an advance by Ewell’s division drove the Union forces back, although the latter fought stubbornly.

Although Jackson initially ordered Hill to exploit the victory, Jackson quickly realized that more of Pope’s men had arrived and that he now faced a far superior force. Jackson prudently halted for the night and the next day set about burying the dead and collecting weapons, prepared to defend if attacked. On August 11 after a daylong truce, Jackson withdrew to Gordonsville.

Union losses in the battle were 2,381 men, including 304 killed and 400 captured. Jackson sustained 1,276 casualties, including 229 killed. Jackson could claim victory because he held the field, but had it not been for the timely arrival of Hill, Jackson might well have been soundly defeated.

PHILIP L. BOLTE
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Censorship

Both the U.S. and Confederate governments imposed censorship throughout the Civil War to keep sensitive military information from being transmitted to the enemy. Neither side, however, practiced standardized or truly effective censorship of the press. Most of the time, reporters were expected to censor themselves and not engage in reporting that might help the enemy. Newspaper stories, telegraph reports, postal mail, and dispatches carried by horse, steamer, and train were censored at different times but not uniformly. Occasionally, war correspondents and newspaper editors were arrested and imprisoned for brief periods, especially in the North, and newspapers and telegraph offices were shut down temporarily. Censorship was carried on by various government departments (the State, Treasury, and War Departments), army and navy headquarters and offices, individual field commanders, and reporters and editors themselves.

The flow of timely information across enemy lines became an unprecedented problem for commanders in the field thanks to the development of the telegraph system in 1844. By 1860, most major cities were linked by telegraph lines, and more than 80 percent of all news stories were conveyed via telegraph. As a result, news reports on troop movements and locations as well as all other valuable military information could be printed across the country, within hours in some cases. Notably, Confederate general Robert E. Lee regularly read Northern papers to gather military intelligence. He was reportedly partial to the Philadelphia Inquirer.

In the North, censorship began as gentlemen’s agreements. News correspondents would not publish reports that might provide the enemy with aid or comfort. In turn, Major General George McClellan would guarantee the army’s assistance in gathering information and transmitting stories. Because of the absence of clear guidelines, however, this arrangement soon failed.

On June 1, 1861, telegraph service between Washington and Richmond was terminated. On August 10, 1861, the War Department issued orders that banned all telegraph transmissions from Washington referring to army movements until after battles. Furthermore, as per U.S. Army general in chief Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott’s order issued just before the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), without the explicit authorization of the commander in the field, reporters were forbidden “all correspondence and communication, verbally, or by writing, printing, or telegraphing, respecting operations of the Army or military movements on land or water, or respecting the troops, camps, arsenal, entrenchments or military affairs within the several military districts.”

These orders were enforced through Article of War 57, which provided for a court-martial for violations and carried a possible sentence of death. In early 1862, Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton took control of all telegraph lines in the North and imposed similar censorship on reports telegraphed by correspondents to their editors and by the Associated Press. Stanton extended censorship to the postal service as well. Nevertheless, the orders were frequently circumvented by both reporters and military personnel.

Several Northern generals were quite intolerant of war correspondents, at various times arresting reporters or expelling them from camp. Major General William T. Sherman banished reporters from his camps, and in June 1864 Major General George Meade expelled from his camp a reporter for the Philadelphia Inquirer. Reporters were eventually required to keep commanders informed of their whereabouts at all times and to sign their correspondence in order to be held accountable.

In the South, the Provisional Congress of the Confederate States imposed censorship on the postal service and empowered President Jefferson Davis to establish censorship of telegraph lines by May 1861. The Confederate Congress also cleared visitor galleries to conduct secret congressional sessions when discussing military matters. As in the North, war correspondents needed passes to travel with the army, and these were frequently denied. Occasionally, correspondents were arrested as spies or expelled from camp by the commander in the field. Several Confederate generals banned war correspondents from their armies for extended periods. Commanding generals would routinely order all civilians out of camp before military operations began and would stop telegrams and mail in order to maintain secrecy during campaigns. Many Southern newspaper correspondents served in the army themselves, however, and so Congress also passed a law calling for the court-martial of officers and soldiers who wrote news articles about troop movements within a month after a campaign.

In general, censorship in the South appears to have been more effective, especially in the first two years of the war, due in large measure to the small size and relative weakness of the Southern press. Self-censorship also seems to have been more effective in the South. In both the North and the South, however, censorship was sporadic, unclear, and irregular in its requirements and was selectively applied and inconsistently enforced. Favoritism was commonly shown toward certain reporters and papers. When telegraph reports were censored, events were often still printed locally and gradually disseminated across the 2,000-mile-long front, leaking critical strategic and tactical information that jeopardized military success. In addition, private letters sent home from officers, soldiers, doctors, chaplains, nurses, and contractors often found their way into the hands of the press. Over the course of the war, however, correspondents became more careful and censors became more subtle, often editing reports rather than suppressing them altogether.
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Centralia Massacre

Event Date: September 27, 1864

Confederate guerrilla attack in Missouri. In the autumn of 1864, Confederate major general Sterling Price invaded northern Missouri. As part of this campaign to disrupt Union operations in the state, he encouraged guerrilla forays, one of which was led by William “Bloody Bill” Anderson. On September 23, Anderson skirmished with Union forces in Boone County, Missouri, near Rocheport, killing 7 Union soldiers and 3 black civilian teamsters. The next day, Union troops killed 6 of Anderson’s men captured in a residence in Rocheport. That same day, Anderson attacked Fayette, Missouri, killing 1 Union soldier and wounding 2 others; his losses included 12 killed and more than 30 wounded.

On September 27, Anderson led some 80 of his guerrillas, a number of them dressed in stolen Union Army uniforms, in an attack on Centralia, Missouri, planning to cut the North Missouri Railroad there. They plundered the town and robbed civilians of their possessions. They also stopped and captured a train and took prisoner its 125 passengers, 23 of whom were unarmed U.S. Army musicians. The guerrillas had the soldiers strip off their uniforms and then summarily executed the men and mutilated the bodies. Only one soldier, Sergeant Thomas Goodman, was spared; Anderson hoped to exchange him for one of his own men held prisoner by Union forces. The guerrillas then set fire to the depot and the train, which they set running down the tracks toward Sturgeon.

That afternoon U.S. Army major A. V. E. Johnson arrived in Centralia with 155 recruits of the newly formed 39th Missouri Infantry Regiment (Mounted). Despite warnings from the townspeople, Johnson pursued Anderson and soon encountered him and his men. Johnson insisted on fighting the guerrillas on foot, and Anderson then ordered a mounted charge. The soldiers, armed with muzzle-loading rifles, were no match for the guerrillas with revolvers, who killed Johnson and 122 of his men.
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Central Kentucky, Confederate Army of

Confederate army formed on October 28, 1861, by General Albert Sydney Johnston, commander of Confederate Department No. 2. The Confederate Army of Central Kentucky was created chiefly to support military operations along the Cumberland Gap–Bowling Green–Columbus axis. Confederate forces occupied Bowling Green on September 18, 1861. Two weeks later Johnston designated Confederate forces along the axis as the Army of Central Kentucky, placed Major General William J. Hardee in command, and ordered him to fortify Bowling Green. On January 1, 1862, Hardee’s army numbered 22,272 men.

Johnston had planned to go on the offensive, but inadequate reinforcements and supplies prevented him from doing so. On February 7, 1862, the day after Fort Henry fell to Union forces, Johnston ordered a general withdrawal south, to the Tennessee River. Meanwhile, Fort Donelson fell on February 16. When the Army of Central Kentucky reached Murfreesboro, Tennessee, on February 23, Johnston took personal command of the force. Johnston led his army farther south, reaching Corinth, Mississippi, where he combined his army and forces arriving from Columbus on March 23, 1862. The new aggregate force was named the Army of Mississippi, and the Army of Central Kentucky ceased to exist.
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Chaffin’s Farm, Battle of

Start Date: September 29, 1864

End Date: September 30, 1864

Engagement during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Fought on September 29 and 30, 1864, the Battle of Chaffin’s Farm is also known as the Battle of New Market Heights and the Battle of Laurel Hill. U.S. general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant planned semisimultaneous attacks against both flanks of Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia holding the Petersburg-Richmond area. Major General Benjamin Butler was to attack to the east at Chaffin’s Farm with his 35,000-man Army of the James (X and XVIII Corps and a cavalry division). Grant anticipated that Butler’s attack would force Lee to shift resources to defend the area north of the James, enabling Grant to strike to the west of the Confederate line. At best Butler would be able to take Richmond, but at the least Grant hoped to be able to take advantage of Lee’s weakened line to secure the Southside Railroad, a critical supply line into Petersburg.

Butler had made a special effort to recruit African Americans, and his Army of the James had the largest concentration of U.S. Colored Troops (USCT) of any Union army. Black troops constituted a brigade of Major General William Birney’s X Corps, while Brigadier General Charles J. Paine’s 3rd Division of XVIII Corps consisted of all-USCT brigades: the 1st Brigade led by Colonel John Holman, the 2nd Brigade commanded by Colonel Alonzo G. Draper, and the 3rd Brigade of Colonel Samuel Duncan. All USCT units had white officers.

Butler was not content with drawing off Lee’s troops from Petersburg, however; his objective was to take Richmond. Before dawn on September 29, two divisions of Major General Edward O. C. Ord’s XVIII Corps on Butler’s left were to throw a pontoon bridge across the James for a surprise crossing at Aiken’s Landing, then move up the Varina Road to capture Confederate Fort Harrison, the strongest point in the Confederate line. Ord was then to wheel west and destroy the Confederate bridges at and above Chaffin’s Bluff and advance on the Osborn Turnpike to Richmond.

Simultaneously, Butler’s right wing—Birney’s X Corps plus Paine’s USCT regiments detailed from XVIII Corps—was to cross the James River on the original pontoon bridge at Deep Bottom, advance from there and take New Market Heights, and then drive on Richmond along the New Market Road. Finally, Brigadier General August V. Kautz’s cavalry division would move to the Darbytown Road and, once New Market Heights was cleared, ride hard for the Confederate capital. Butler assigned to Paine’s black soldiers the task of spearheading the attack on New Market Heights. This was in order to prove that his efforts to bring African Americans into the army had been a wise policy and to demonstrate conclusively that they could fight effectively.

Although Butler hoped to catch the Confederates by surprise, it was simply impossible to conceal the movements of so many men, and early on September 29 the well-entrenched Confederate defenders were ready and waiting. New Market Heights was held by some 2,000 veteran troops under Brigadier General John Gregg.

Although the Confederates repulsed the initial USCT assault, Birney reinforced and attacked again. In desperate fighting, he took New Market Heights. Meanwhile, Ord’s XVIII Corps to the west was successful, capturing Fort Harrison. Ord was wounded in the attack, while Brigadier General Hiram Barnham was killed; the Union troops renamed the fort in his honor. News of the fall of Fort Harrison, meanwhile, led Gregg to order his men to redeploy and reinforce the Confederates defending the Varina Road between Forts Harrison and Gilmer.

There could be no doubt as to the bravery of the African American troops and their devastating losses in the fighting for New Market Heights. Duncan’s brigade lost 68 killed, almost 300 wounded, and 22 missing. Draper’s brigade sustained 63 dead, 366 wounded, and 23 missing. And for some of the men of Draper’s brigade, the day’s fighting was not yet over, for Paine ordered its remnants to support the attack on Fort Gilmer. The regiment suffered another 100 casualties in that unsuccessful effort. Union forces also failed to take Fort Gregg.

Although his attempt to take Richmond ended in failure, Butler had provided a firm answer as to the performance of black troops. Butler’s subsequent effort to secure commissions for some of the African American noncommissioned officers was denied, however. He then pushed for other recognition. Of 1,520 Medals of Honor awarded during the Civil War, 16 went to African American soldiers and 5 to African American sailors. Fourteen of these were presented for the fighting at New Market Heights.

Following the initial Union successes at New Market Heights and Fort Harrison, Lee personally accompanied 10,000 Confederates under Major General Charles W. Field north from Petersburg. On September 30 he ordered a counterattack against Fort Barham (the former Fort Harrison), now commanded by Union major general Godfrey Weitzel, who had replaced the wounded Ord. The Union defenders repelled four poorly coordinated Confederate attacks. The Federals then entrenched, and the Confederates erected a new line of works cutting off the captured forts.

In the fighting at Chaffin’s Farm and New Market Heights, Union forces suffered 3,372 casualties; Confederate losses were some 2,000. Meanwhile, Grant was doing battle with the Confederates in the Battle of Peebles’ Farm (September 30–October 2, 1864).
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Chalmers, James Ronald

Birth Date: January 11, 1831

Death Date: April 8, 1898

Confederate officer. Born on January 11, 1831, in Halifax City, Virginia, James Ronald Chalmers moved with his family to Holly Springs, Mississippi, in 1838. He studied law at South Carolina College (now the University of South Carolina), graduating in 1851. A year later he attended the Democratic National Convention. He was admitted to the Mississippi bar in 1853. Returning to Holly Springs, Chalmers practiced law and served as a district attorney. In January 1861 he attended the Mississippi Secession Convention.

In March 1861 Chalmers, with no military experience, enlisted in the Confederate Army and was elected colonel of the 9th Mississippi Infantry Regiment, stationed at Pensacola. He took part in the Santa Rosa Island raid on October 8, 1861. Appointed brigadier general on February 13, 1862, Chalmers commanded the 2nd Brigade in Brigadier General Jones Withers’s division in the Army of Mississippi. Prior to the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Chalmers’s brigade scouted the Union positions at Pittsburg Landing. The brigade saw action in the Battle of Shiloh, and Chalmers was commended for his bravery.

Chalmers then transferred to the cavalry, but he returned to his brigade in July and moved north in August during General Braxton Bragg’s Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). On September 14, 1862, Chalmers demanded the surrender of the Union garrison at Munfordville, which was refused. Chalmers’s forces laid siege to the town for the next several days before the Union commander surrendered to the superior Southern force on September 17. However, during the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862), Bragg was displeased with Chalmers for an unauthorized attack on a Union position. During the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), Chalmers redeemed himself under Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk, leading his troops in a grove of trees known as Hell’s Half-Acre, where he was wounded.

After convalescing, Chalmers commanded the Fifth Military District in the Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana, in which role he organized a cavalry brigade. During the siege of Vicksburg, Chalmers harassed Union movements in northern and eastern Mississippi. Following the fall of Vicksburg, he was transferred to the cavalry, and in October he assumed command of a division under Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest.

Chalmers commanded the lead division during the Battle of Fort Pillow (April 12, 1864) and was present during the controversial killing of the African American garrison there. Two months later he participated in Forrest’s attack on Union supply lines at Tupelo, Mississippi. Chalmers went on to lead his division during General John Bell Hood’s Tennessee Campaign from September to December 1864 and then commanded all Confederate cavalry in Mississippi. Chalmers surrendered to Union forces in May 1865.

Chalmers subsequently returned to his law practice, was a member of the Mississippi Senate, and served three terms in the U.S. House of Representatives. He retired from politics in 1888 and moved his law practice to Memphis, Tennessee, where he died on April 8, 1898.
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Chamberlain, Joshua Lawrence

Birth Date: September 8, 1828

Death Date: February 24, 1914

College professor, politician, and Union officer. Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain was born on September 8, 1828, in Brewer, Maine. He attended Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine, graduating in 1852. An aspiring minister, he later earned a master’s degree from Bangor Theological Seminary. He then returned to Bowdoin as a professor of rhetoric and modern languages. On August 8, 1862, Chamberlain accepted a commission as a lieutenant colonel of the 20th Maine Volunteer Infantry in the Army of the Potomac.

Chamberlain and the 20th Maine were present at but did not participate in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), having been part of the reserve held back by Major General George McClellan. The unit engaged Confederate forces three days later at Shepherdstown (in western Virginia), where Chamberlain had the first of six horses shot out from under him during the war. Chamberlain then fought in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), where he was wounded in the right ear and neck, and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He was promoted to colonel on May 20. At Gettysburg on July 2, Chamberlain was assigned to Little Round Top, one of two small critical elevations on the Union’s left flank. If the Confederates could control these, they could roll up the Union line. Well aware of its critical importance, Chamberlain was determined to hold Little Round Top. After turning back several Confederate charges that day and extending his line and with ammunition running low, Chamberlain ordered a downhill bayonet charge. This action shocked the Confederates and forced their retreat. Chamberlain was wounded in the left leg during the action. For his heroism and tenacity, Chamberlain was awarded the Medal of Honor 30 years later, on August 11, 1893. Certainly the fighting on Little Round Top was one of the most critical actions of the entire battle.

Chamberlain participated in the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). He was again wounded, in the right hip, at Rive’s Salient, on June 18, 1864. He was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers effective that same date. Again wounded, nearly fatally in the left arm and chest, during fighting at Quaker Road on March 29, 1865, Chamberlain was brevetted major general. Defying all odds, he recovered sufficiently enough to return to duty for the Battle of Five Forks on April 1 and the subsequent Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9).

Upon the surrender of General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox, Virginia, Chamberlain’s brigade was among those present to receive the Confederate surrender on April 12, 1865. As the Confederate troops passed by and laid down their arms, according to the general’s account, Chamberlain ordered his men to come to attention in salute. Although criticized by some in the Union for this, he was remembered in the South as one of the most gallant soldiers of the Union Army.

After the war, Chamberlain served as a Republican governor of Maine (1866–1870) and president of Bowdoin College (1871–1883). Among his many books was The Passing of the Armies (published posthumously in 1915). Chamberlain died in Portland, Maine, on February 24, 1914.
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Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, Burning of

Event Date: July 30, 1864

The deliberate torching of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, by Confederate troops. Chambersburg is located in the Cumberland Valley of southern Pennsylvania, some 20 miles north of the Mason-Dixon Line and 53 miles southwest of Harrisburg. Chambersburg was the seat of Franklin County and a key railway junction connecting Hagerstown, Maryland, with Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Chambersburg possessed edged tool factories, a paper mill, a bank, two breweries, and four hotels. In 1864 the city had a population of some 6,000 people.
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The ruins of Main Street, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, largely destroyed by Confederate troops under Brigadier General John McCausland on July 30, 1864. As many as 550 buildings were burned and half the town’s 6,000 inhabitants were left homeless in retaliation for Union major general David Hunter’s raid in Virginia. (Library of Congress)

Confederate forces had briefly occupied Chambersburg on October 10–11, 1862, during a raid by Major General J. E. B. Stuart and again in June 1863, prior to the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), when General Robert E. Lee had made it a major concentration point for his forces. But Lee’s General Orders No. 72 and 73 prohibiting the destruction of civilian property had then saved the city from major harm. On June 10, 1864, the U.S. War Department established the Department of the Susquehanna with the intent to protect Pennsylvania from further Confederate invasions. Major General Darius Couch commanded the department, the headquarters of which was located in Chambersburg.

From May 26 to June 18, 1864, Major General David Hunter, commander of the Department of West Virginia, had mounted a major raid into the Shenandoah Valley that terminated at Lynchburg and had resulted in the destruction of civilian property. On July 28 in retaliation for Hunter’s Raid, Confederate commander in the Shenandoah Lieutenant General Jubal Early ordered a raid to be launched against Chambersburg. Led by Brigadier General John McCausland, the Confederate force consisted of two cavalry brigades—that of McCausland and another under Brigadier General Bradley T. Johnson—numbering about 2,800 men in all. McCausland carried written orders from Early in which he was to demand from the citizens of Chambersburg $100,000 in gold specie or $500,000 in U.S. currency in compensation for Hunter’s destruction of private property, including a number of specific residences, and the burning of the Virginia Military Institute. If these demands were not met, Chambersburg was to be burned. Early had employed the same ransom technique in his raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21), when he demanded and received $200,000 from the residents of Frederick, Maryland.

On the night of July 29–30, McCausland’s men captured Union pickets, and early on July 30 the two brigades crossed into Union territory. The Confederates reached Mercersburg after dark, stopping there briefly to feed their horses and give stragglers time to join the rest of the force. The Confederates then continued their movement despite opposition from a Union cavalry regiment, which was able to provide time for General Couch to evacuate from Chambersburg by train military supplies and the bank’s assets.

The Confederates reached Chambersburg early on the morning of July 30, easily brushing aside some militia troops with one artillery piece trying to defend the city. Residents of Chambersburg were awakened at 5:30 a.m. by shots from the Confederate artillery, and the city itself was quickly occupied by 500 Confederates. McCausland kept the majority of the two brigades positioned on high ground overlooking the town. Entering Chambersburg with his aides, McCausland sent word of his demands via a local attorney, J. W. Douglas. The citizens were given six hours to collect the sum requested. Many citizens met the Confederate demands with contempt. Remembering the previous Confederate occupations, they believed that this was a hollow threat. After several hours, a number of citizens met with McCausland. Some were willing to try to raise the money; others were not. McCausland showed them his written orders in an attempt to induce them to meet its terms.

With the expiration of the six hours and the money not forthcoming, McCausland ordered the town burned. Already there had been some looting. The Confederates set fire to a warehouse and then to the courthouse and town hall. The flames quickly spread from the city square, and military discipline vanished as Confederate troops looted businesses and private residences prior to putting them to the torch. Many citizens lost everything. The townspeople sought refuge in the town cemetery or in fields surrounding the city. McCausland placed under temporary arrest some Confederates who refused to obey his orders to torch the town.

McCausland then withdrew his men. They had completely destroyed Chambersburg’s central business district and much of the residential area. Although reports on the number of buildings destroyed vary, it may have been as high as 550. A state commission later estimated damage at more than $1.6 million. Some 3,000 people were left homeless, but only 1 resident, an elderly African American woman, had died. One Confederate soldier was also dead.

McCausland’s raiders returned to Confederate soil the next day. To their deaths, McCausland and Early defended the decision to burn Chambersburg as being justified by the circumstances and a legitimate act of war. Northern public opinion saw it differently, however. Indeed, the raid actually was counterproductive, for Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant now reorganized disparate forces into the Army of the Shenandoah under Major General Philip Sheridan and ordered it to destroy the Shenandoah Valley.
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Chambliss, John Randolph, Jr.

Birth Date: January 23, 1833

Death Date: August 17, 1864

Confederate officer. John Randolph Chambliss Jr. was born on January 23, 1833, at Hicksford, Virginia, to a wealthy and prominent family. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1853 and served for about a year in the Mounted Rifles before leaving the service to manage his family’s Virginia plantation. He also commanded a militia regiment, and from 1856 to 1861 he served as an aide to the state governor.

After Virginia seceded from the Union in 1861, Chambliss received command of the 41st Virginia Infantry Regiment. Aspiring to the cavalry, he used his family connections to obtain command of the 13th Virginia Cavalry at the rank of colonel. His outfit soon joined Major General James E. B. Stuart’s division in the Army of Northern Virginia. During the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), Chambliss gained many accolades for his reconnaissance efforts as General Robert E. Lee’s army invaded the North.

Two months later, now attached to Brigadier General William Henry Fitzhugh “Rooney” Lee’s brigade operating under Stuart, Chambliss’s 13th Virginia saw action in the Fredericksburg Campaign (November 15–December 15, 1862). In May 1863 during the Chancellorsville Campaign, he was detached from his unit and fought on foot with the 5th Virginia Cavalry in the Wilderness. In June he rejoined his own regiment and saw pitched action at the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863). When his commander, Rooney Lee, was wounded in that battle, Chambliss took temporary command of the brigade.

During the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), Chambliss led his men well, nearly decimating a Union cavalry brigade at Hanover. On the last day of fighting at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Chambliss led another assault against Union cavalry, but this time his unit sustained serious losses. In January 1864, Chambliss was promoted to brigadier general.

Chambliss and his brigade now saw action in the Battles of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Yellow Tavern (May 11), and Trevilian Station (June 11–12) and in the early clashes of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). During that campaign in an engagement with Union cavalrymen on August 16, 1864, outside Richmond, Virginia, Chambliss was shot and critically wounded. He died the following day.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Antietam Campaign; Brandy Station, Battle of; Chancellorsville, Battle of; Fredericksburg Campaign; Gettysburg Campaign; Lee, William Henry Fitzhugh; Petersburg Campaign; Stuart, James Ewell Brown; Trevilian Station, Battle of; Wilderness, Battle of the; Yellow Tavern, Battle of

Further Reading

McClellan, Henry B. I Rode with Jeb Stuart: The Life and Campaigns of Major General J.E.B. Stuart. New York: Da Capo, 1994.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Champion Hill, Battle of

Event Date: May 16, 1863

Major engagement of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Vicksburg was defended by the Confederate Army of Vicksburg, commanded by Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton. Pemberton’s immediate superior was General Joseph Eggleston Johnston, commander of the Confederate Department of the West. In April 1863, Major General Ulysses S. Grant marched his Army of the Tennessee down the west bank of the Mississippi River, while Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter ran past the city with his squadron. Once below the city, Porter ferried Grant’s men across the river. Grant refused to delay and moved quickly against Jackson, Mississippi, 50 miles east of Vicksburg, where Johnston commanded 6,000 Confederates who would be at Grant’s rear while he campaigned against Vicksburg. Driving off Johnston’s forces on May 14, Grant destroyed Jackson as a communication center and then headed west toward Vicksburg.

While Grant dealt with Johnston, Pemberton sent most of his army to Edward’s Station, halfway between Vicksburg and Jackson. On May 14 Pemberton received an order from Johnston instructing him to move farther east and link up with him to defeat Grant. But Pemberton was reluctant to leave Vicksburg undefended. Instead, he adopted a plan suggested by one of his division commanders, Major General William W. Loring, calling for a strike against Grant’s supply line at a point halfway between Edward’s Station and Jackson. On May 15, 1863, Pemberton began to position his 20,000 men near Champion Hill, a commanding elevation.

Grant, meanwhile, sought to defeat Pemberton’s army before it could link up with that of Johnston. Grant moved west with Major General John A. McClernand’s XIII Corps and Major General James Birdseye McPherson’s XVII Corps. Grant had about 29,000 men.

The Battle of Champion Hill occurred on May 16, 1863, as McClernand and McPherson approached Pemberton’s army on the roads and ridges around Champion Hill. In the resulting fighting, Champion Hill would change hands three times. McClernand moved against the Confederate right and center wings. Acting under outdated orders from Grant that prescribed caution, McClernand moved slowly until the afternoon. McPherson’s troops delivered the main attack in the morning and early afternoon, driving the Confederate left back in a retreat that ultimately became a rout. When McClernand’s men did finally advance, they pushed back the Confederate right, prompting Pemberton’s army to withdraw from the battlefield. During the Confederate retreat, Loring’s division was cut off from the rest of Pemberton’s army. The division then struck west and linked up with Johnston’s force. In the Battle of Champion Hill, Pemberton lost 3,840 men (381 dead, 1,018 wounded, and 2,441 missing). His army also abandoned 27 cannon. Union losses were 2,441 (410 killed, 1,844 wounded, and 187 missing).

Unaware that Loring had been cut off, the day after the Battle of Champion Hill, Pemberton made a stand east of the Big Black River in order to keep the river crossings open for Loring’s division. But Loring was not coming. Grant was. On May 17, 1863, Grant’s Federals again defeated Pemberton’s Southerners at the First Battle of Big Black River, forcing Pemberton’s army back into the defenses of Vicksburg.

Grant’s victory at Champion Hill was decisive. After this battle, Pemberton’s only choices were to retreat into Vicksburg’s defenses or link up with Johnston’s army in central Mississippi. Neither option appeared promising. If Pemberton joined Johnston, Grant would capture Vicksburg and control the Mississippi River. If Pemberton pulled back into the city’s defenses (as he ultimately did), he would find it difficult to sustain his men in the face of a prolonged siege by the Union Army of the Tennessee. In the end, after his defeat along the Big Black River, Pemberton withdrew into the Vicksburg defenses and was ultimately forced to surrender his entire army to Grant.

MARK A. SMITH
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Chancellorsville, Battle of

Start Date: May 1, 1863

End Date: May 4, 1863

Major engagement in northern Virginia. In December 1862 at Fredericksburg, Virginia, on the Rappahannock River, Confederate general Robert E. Lee had won his most one-sided victory of the war, shattering Union major general Ambrose Burnside’s Army of the Potomac and inflicting Union casualties of nearly 11,000 men, against Confederate casualties of only 4,600. With morale in the Army of the Potomac at a nadir, on January 25, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln replaced Burnside with one of his most outspoken critics, Major General Joseph “Fighting Joe” Hooker. The aggressive and boastful Hooker, who had long sought the position, retrained the army, reorganized it, and built its esprit de corps, which involved, among other things, the adoption of distinctive corps badges.

Lee, meanwhile, kept his forces in position below the Rappahannock. With Lincoln urging another advance on Richmond, Hooker planned to cross the Rappahannock River to the west of Fredericksburg and assault Lee’s left and rear at Chancellorsville. Hooker had 134,000 men, while Lee had fewer than 61,000. Hooker sought to utilize his greatly superior numbers to hold Lee in place by ordering a large force under Major General John Sedgwick to demonstrate against Lee at Fredericksburg.

[image: image]

Confederate dead at Marye’s Heights in Fredericksburg, Virginia. The men were killed defending this key high ground during part of the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). (National Archives)
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Hooker began his march westward on April 27, 1863, and two days later the army was across the Rappahannock. On April 30 Hooker’s troops entered the Wilderness, an area of thick woods and underbrush 10 miles west of Fredericksburg. By that evening, 75,000 Union troops occupied areas to Lee’s rear, while Sedgwick with 40,000 men threatened the Confederates at Fredericksburg.

Then, in the midst of this offensive, Hooker suddenly halted his advance to consolidate and see what Lee would do, thereby forfeiting the initiative. Hooker had also erred in sending 10,000 Union cavalry under Major General George Stoneman in a wide sweep south, below Fredericksburg, in order to destroy Confederate supply depots. This uncovered the Union right wing and denied Hooker vital intelligence regarding Lee’s movements.

Lee responded with a risky maneuver. Learning from his cavalry commander, Major General J. E. B. Stuart, that Hooker’s right flank was “in the air,” Lee planned a double envelopment. It was, in fact, a military masterpiece in which a small force attempted to surround a much larger one. With about 17,000 men, Lee would demonstrate in front of the Union line to hold Hooker in place in the Wilderness, while in a daring gamble, Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson with 28,000 men would march around the Union right flank. Success rested on Hooker’s failure to exploit the Confederate separation or determine Jackson’s intentions.

Jackson set off on May 2, with the march taking most of the day. His force was detected disengaging, but this was taken to mean that Lee was about to withdraw. Hooker ordered Major General Daniel Sickles, commander of III Corps, to attack Lee’s main line. Sickles’s halfhearted advance, however, further weakened the Union line.

When Jackson’s blow came at about 5:30 p.m., it was a complete surprise. It fell on the far Union right flank, where Major General Oliver O. Howard, commander of XI Corps, had failed to make any defensive preparations, despite Hooker’s instructions that he do so. Their line enfiladed, the Union troops were sent reeling back in confusion. Darkness, increasing Union resistance, and the loss of Confederate unit cohesion in the heavily wooded Wilderness all prevented a Union catastrophe. That evening, Jackson was shot by his own men in the woods while reconnoitering. He died of complications of his bullet wound on May 10. On May 3, however, Stuart, who replaced Jackson, resumed the Confederate attack, further constricting Hooker’s lines.

Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863)



	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength
	134,000
	61,000



	Killed
	1,606
	1,665



	Wounded
	9,672
	9,081



	Missing
	5,919
	2,018




Meanwhile, a second part to the battle was unfolding, sometimes known as the Second Battle of Fredericksburg (May 3–4, 1863). On the night of May 2, Hooker ordered Sedgwick to attack. Sedgwick, although having four times Major General Jubal A. Early’s 10,000 Confederates, had believed himself outnumbered and had not moved from the Fredericksburg heights. On May 3, Sedgwick advanced with 25,000 men from Fredericksburg, broke through the Confederate positions, and advanced against Early’s Confederates at Salem Church.

Lee now feinted again. Leaving just a small force facing Hooker’s main body, Lee turned east to deal with the new threat. Hooker vastly outnumbered Lee but did nothing, while Sedgwick, surrounded on three sides and unaided, was forced to retire back across the Rappahannock during the night of May 4.

On May 5, Hooker withdrew his army back across the Rappahannock. The battle was over. Although Chancellorsville was Lee’s military masterpiece, he failed to exploit his opportunity, as Hooker was able to withdraw his army in good order. This also might have been the South’s costliest victory. Union casualties were far higher than those for the Confederates—17,197 to 12,764—but the Union losses amounted to 13 percent of effectives, while the Confederate casualties counted 21 percent and would be much more difficult for the Confederates to replace than would losses for the Union. Particularly grievous was the loss of Jackson. The Army of Northern Virginia was never quite the same without him, and Lee sorely missed Jackson in the Battle of Gettysburg two months later.
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Chandler, Zachariah

Birth Date: December 10, 1813

Death Date: October 31, 1879

Prominent Northern politician and abolitionist. Zachariah Chandler was born on December 10, 1813, in Bedford, New Hampshire. In 1833 he moved to Detroit, Michigan Territory, after his father offered him the option of a college education or $1,000 to start a business. Chandler chose the cash, opened a successful dry goods store, and invested his profits in land speculation. Vehemently opposed to slavery, he was an active member of the Whig Party during the 1830s and 1840s. In 1851 Chandler defeated John R. Williams to become mayor of Detroit. In 1852 Chandler unsuccessfully challenged incumbent governor Robert McClelland in Michigan’s gubernatorial race. In 1854 Chandler participated in the formation of the Republican Party in Jackson, Michigan. He actively supported the Underground Railroad.

In 1857 Chandler defeated incumbent Lewis Cass to win election to the U.S. Senate. Once in the Senate, Chandler opposed the Supreme Court’s Dred Scott decision and contested the legality of the Fugitive Slave Act. In 1858 he opposed the admission of Kansas to the Union as a slave state.

At the outset of the Civil War in 1861, Chandler called for an immediate and swift response to the secession of the Southern states. In July 1861 he observed the First Battle of Bull Run. Like other Radical Republicans, he was critical of Major General George McClellan’s failure to aggressively engage Confederate troops in battle. As a member of the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, Chandler was a frequent visitor to the White House. He disapproved of President Abraham Lincoln’s lenient Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction (1863). After Lincoln vetoed the Wade-Davis Bill, which advocated a harsher version of Reconstruction, Chandler became more critical of the president.

Following the war, Chandler was also critical of President Andrew Johnson, whom he viewed as willing to sacrifice the freedom of black citizens to appease white voters in the South. In 1868 Chandler strongly advocated the impeachment of Johnson. From 1861 to 1875, Chandler was chair of the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce. In this position, he was responsible for obtaining federal funding for the development of the Midwest.

In 1875 after serving in the Senate for almost two decades, Chandler lost his seat to moderate Republican Isaac P. Christiancy. That same year, President Ulysses S. Grant appointed Chandler secretary of the interior to replace the discredited Columbus Delano. Chandler was successful in reducing corruption in the Bureau of Indian Affairs, which fell under the purview of the Interior Department. As chairman of the Republican National Committee, he organized Rutherford B. Hayes’s 1876 presidential campaign. In early 1879 Chandler was elected to fill Christiancy’s seat in the Senate after Christiancy resigned for health reasons. On October 31, 1879, while in Chicago, Illinois, to deliver a political speech, Chandler, who was considered a viable contender in the 1880 presidential elections, died of a stroke in his room at the Grand Pacific Hotel.
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Chantilly, Battle of

Event Date: September 1, 1862

Engagement during the Second Bull Run Campaign (August 9–September 1, 1862). The Battle of Chantilly occurred on September 1, 1862, in Chantilly, Virginia, north of Centreville and west of Washington, D.C., in Fairfax County. The battle followed the Confederate victory in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and resulted from the effort of commander of the Army of Northern Virginia General Robert E. Lee to destroy Union major general John Pope’s Army of Virginia. The Union knew the engagement as the Battle of Chantilly, while the Confederates called it the Battle of Ox Hill.

On August 31, 1862, Lee ordered Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson to move his men around Major General John Pope’s right flank via the Little River Turnpike to Germantown, cutting Pope off from Washington. Major General J. E. B. Stuart’s cavalry spearheaded Jackson’s movement to scout for any Union blocking force. Lee retained Major General James Longstreet’s men in place near Manassas in order to deceive Pope into believing that Lee’s entire command was there. Meanwhile Pope, who sought to withdraw into the Washington defenses, had been ordered by Union Army general in chief Major General Henry W. Halleck to counterattack Lee’s forces at Manassas.

On the night of August 31 as Pope prepared to attack the next day, Jackson’s men bivouacked at Pleasant Valley, three miles northeast of Centreville, in position to turn Pope’s flank. That night, however, Pope received several reports of the Confederate presence, so he cancelled the attack and ordered his army to withdraw from Centreville into Washington the next day. To contain Jackson, Pope sent Brigadier General Isaac Stevens with two brigades of Major General Jesse L. Reno’s IX Corps. Major General Philip Kearny was also detached with his division on the same mission on the afternoon of September 1.

Jackson’s men resumed their march but were tired and hungry and, slowed by rain, made little progress. They moved three miles, occupying Ox Hill southeast of Chantilly Plantation. Here at about 3:00 p.m. on September 1 they encountered Stevens’s men. The ensuing battle occurred during a heavy rainstorm.

Despite being outnumbered, Stevens elected to attack the center of the Confederate line across an open field. Although initially successful, the Union attackers were hurled back by troops under Brigadier General Jubal Early, and Stevens was shot and killed at about 5:00 p.m. Kearny arrived around this time, deployed his forces, and attacked, but his men were checked in hand-to-hand combat. Kearny mistakenly rode into the Confederate lines and was killed. Brigadier General David B. Birney then withdrew the Union forces. The inconclusive fight was halted by darkness, with neither side having gained advantage. The Confederates suffered perhaps 500 casualties; Union losses were between 700 and 1,000. Pope’s army had escaped possible destruction. Lee made no further effort toward Washington.
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Chaplains

Clergy serving military units. At the beginning of the Civil War, the U.S. Army had a mere 26 men serving as post chaplains. Most were hired by post commanders, who often saw the chaplains’ duties as teachers to the fort’s schoolchildren as more important than their duties as military pastors. That quickly changed, however. The new position of regimental chaplain was created to serve units in the field. Later, the position of hospital chaplain was established.

The rapid increase in the size of Union forces led to confusion in the areas of commissioning, uniforms, and pay. Those problems were eventually resolved, but other issues remained. Specifically, many men who became Union chaplains in the early part of the war were completely unqualified: some were too old, some were too young, and still others were exposed as charlatans, drunkards, liars, or thieves. Complaints from soldiers finally reached receptive ears in Washington, and reforms were instituted so that by late 1862, the Union Army chaplaincy was professionalized. Letters from the soldiers reflect this change, with complaints replaced with praise and compliments from the men.

The standard pay for Union chaplains was $100 per month, the same pay as a cavalry captain. Many chaplains doubled as librarians, company treasurers, defense attorneys, teachers for illiterate troops, and more. But their primary duties included conducting worship services and funeral services, visiting troops in the guardhouse, counseling those in need, writing letters home for those who could not, and keeping the commander up to date on troop morale.
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A Union chaplain conducting mass for a New York State unit at Fort Corcoran, Washington, D.C., 1861. Photograph by Mathew Brady. (National Archives)

By 1863 the makeup of Union chaplains also began to change, with the addition of 14 African American chaplains as well as Roman Catholic and Jewish chaplains. All told, approximately 2,300 men served as Union chaplains, with 66 dying in service. Three received the Medal of Honor.

The story of Southern chaplains in many ways paralleled that of their Northern counterparts in that they, too, suffered early on from confusion and apathy from many in the military. Like Union forces, the Confederate military establishment never seemed to have enough clergymen to fill its ranks. But unlike Union chaplain regulations, the Confederacy never established a standardized uniform for their chaplains. All told, approximately 600 men served as Confederate chaplains, with 25 dying in service. The dearth of Confederate chaplains likely had to do chiefly with the low pay, which began at $85 per month but was later reduced to only $50 per month, or half as much as a Union chaplain’s stipend.

A few chaplains wrote of their time in service after the war. Union chaplain Henry S. White was captured and eventually sent to Andersonville Prison (most chaplains were exchanged and not imprisoned). Perhaps the most famous work published, however, was Christ in the Camp or Religion in Lee’s Army (1887), written by J. William Jones, which describes the great religious revival that broke out in the Army of Northern Virginia late in the war. Jones was also a leading advocate of the Lost Cause movement, the effort to preserve and immortalize the Southern effort.
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Chaplains, African American

Clergy serving African American military units. From the start of the Civil War, many abolitionists called for the enlistment of African American troops. Once this was accomplished, they then began to push for the commissioning of black officers to lead those men. The prospect of a white soldier having to salute a black officer, however, was too much for most whites. The commissioning of black chaplains was a compromise; these men would be officers yet would have no command authority.

A second driving force behind the move to commission black chaplains was the uniqueness of African American Christianity. Blacks had merged their African heritage with their slave experience and the evangelical Christianity of the Second Great Awakening to form a new and distinctive expression of Christianity. Many white chaplains found the black style of worship too emotional. Black chaplains, it was thought, could better meet the spiritual needs of African American men.

The first African American chaplains were William Jackson and William Grimes, who were named as post chaplains at Camp Massachusetts. Both men proved popular with the troops, and Jackson even performed eight weddings. Eventually Governor John Andrew made Jackson regimental chaplain of the 55th Massachusetts Colored Infantry Regiment on March 23, 1863.

One of the most influential African American chaplains was Henry McNeal Turner. Turner was a freeborn black from South Carolina who became well educated and eventually moved north and became an African Methodist Episcopal (AME) preacher in Washington, D.C. When the war began, Turner helped organize blacks to construct the city’s defenses. Later he helped recruit young black men to join the 1st United States Colored Troops. On September 10, 1863, Turner was appointed chaplain of that regiment. He later became a bishop in the AME Church and wrote about his experiences as an African American chaplain, including racial discrimination that he and the men faced.

As with their white counterparts, African American chaplains led their troops in worship services, visited the sick, counseled the emotionally troubled, and more. Black chaplains also spent a good deal of their time teaching the men to read and write as well. Turner was especially proud of the work he did in educating his men and seeing them write their own letters home for the very first time.

All told, some 14 African American men served as Union Army chaplains during the Civil War. Their success helped pave the way for more blacks to enter service as chaplains in the postwar period.
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Chapman, Conrad Wise

Birth Date: February 14, 1842

Death Date: December 10, 1910

Confederate soldier and artist. Conrad Wise Chapman was born in Washington, D.C., on February 14, 1842. In 1848 his family moved to Rome, Italy, where Chapman studied art under his father. Beginning in the spring of 1861, Chapman secretly completed commissions to fund his passage to join the Confederate Army and on September 30, 1861, enlisted as a private in the 3rd Kentucky Infantry Volunteers. He soon fell ill and was hospitalized, rejoining his regiment for the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Chapman was badly wounded during the battle’s second day. After recovering, he returned to his company in Corinth, Mississippi, and again fell ill. After he recuperated, in June 1862 he rejoined his company near Vicksburg before going to Baton Rouge.

In September 1862, Chapman transferred to the 46th Virginia Infantry upon the recommendation of family friend and namesake, Brigadier General Henry A. Wise. Chapman transferred again, to the 59th Virginia, on July 10, 1863, and was promoted to ordnance sergeant on July 19. In September, Chapman was with Wise’s brigade when it defended Charleston, South Carolina. There Chapman made numerous sketches of the city’s defenses as well as camp scenes. He was granted a furlough in March 1864 to visit his ill mother in Italy. There he painted numerous scenes of the Confederate experience in Charleston, which later brought him much fame.

In April 1865 six days after his return, Chapman learned of General Robert E. Lee’s surrender. Disillusioned, Chapman spent much of the rest of his life in Mexico, England, and France, returning to Virginia permanently in 1909. Although he continued to paint, none of his postbellum works approached the popularity of his Civil War paintings. Indeed, Chapman’s fame rests on his series of 32 paintings of Charleston Harbor between 1863 and 1864, now in the Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond, noteworthy for being visual records from the Southern perspective by an artist with field experience. Chapman died in Hampton, Virginia, on December 10, 1910.
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Chapman, George Henry

Birth Date: November 22, 1832

Death Date: June 16, 1882

Union officer. Born on November 22, 1832, in Holland, Massachusetts, George Henry Chapman moved with his family to Indiana in 1838. He studied at Marion County Seminary before entering the U.S. Navy as a midshipman in 1847. Leaving the service in 1850, he returned to Indiana, published a newspaper, studied law, and passed the bar in 1857. Appointed a clerk for the U.S. House of Representatives in 1860, he resigned following the beginning of the Civil War to accept a major’s commission in the 3rd Indiana Cavalry. A natural cavalry officer, he performed well in numerous engagements with the Army of the Potomac, earning promotion to lieutenant colonel in October 1862 and to colonel in March 1863.

Chapman led his regiment during the spring 1863 Chancellorsville Campaign and the massive cavalry battle at Brandy Station on June 9. His dismounted Indiana troopers in Colonel William Gamble’s brigade of Brigadier General John Buford’s cavalry division helped to hold back advancing Confederate infantry on the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). In September, Chapman assumed command of a cavalry brigade. With the reorganization of the Cavalry Corps under Major General Philip H. Sheridan, Chapman took command of the 2nd Brigade of Brigadier General James H. Wilson’s 3rd Division and led in the opening stages of the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Chapman’s brigade led the army into the Wilderness on May 4 and fought stubbornly over the next two days. The brigade then participated in Sheridan’s Richmond Raid (May 9–24), including the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11). Chapman fought at Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12) and played a significant role in the Wilson-Kautz Raid (June 22–July 1) on the railroads feeding the Confederate stronghold of Petersburg, for which he earned promotion to brigadier general of volunteers.

In August 1864 the brigade moved with Sheridan to the Shenandoah Valley, but Chapman was wounded in the first major engagement of the campaign, the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19). He returned to duty in November but saw little action for the remainder of the war.

Having been brevetted major general of volunteers, Chapman mustered out of the service in January 1866 and returned to Indiana, where he practiced law, served as judge of the Marion County Criminal Court, and won election to the state senate in 1880. Chapman died near Indianapolis on June 16, 1882.
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Charleston, South Carolina

One of the Confederacy’s most important cities, located on the central coast of South Carolina about 100 miles north of Savannah, Georgia. Charleston, with an 1860 population of 40,522 people, was a major port city and was considered the most culturally significant city in the South. It was also a hotbed of secessionist sentiment where the Civil War’s first shots were fired. Shortly after the creation of the Confederate States of America in February 1861, more than 7,000 soldiers garrisoned the city and manned cannon on the islands guarding the harbor’s ship channel. Several forts protected Charleston Harbor, including the imposing brick Fort Sumter, which still housed a federal garrison despite numerous calls for its surrender. Brigadier General Pierre G. T. Beauregard assumed command of Charleston’s forces in March 1861 and presided over the bombardment of Fort Sumter during April 12–14, 1861, in the first engagement of the war.

The Confederates strengthened the fortifications at Charleston throughout the summer while ships of the Union’s Atlantic Blockading Squadron instituted a blockade. Although the vast majority of ships that tried to run the blockade succeeded, by the end of the first year of the war fewer ships slipped through because the Union had more ships as well as faster ships on station.

Charleston was symbolically important as the birthplace of secessionism and was economically valuable as a port city and home to various industrial companies. In consequence, Union leaders were determined to capture the city. The first attempt came in June 1862 when 6,000 men landed on nearby James Island. Many citizens panicked and fled from the city as 500 Confederates successfully defended a line anchored by cannon while inflicting 700 casualties on the Federals.

Beauregard returned to Charleston as commander of the Department of South Carolina and Georgia in 1862. Utilizing slave labor, he improved the city defenses. These measures included increasing the number of guns guarding the city, digging trenches to discourage an attack by land, and mining the harbor. Frame mines, consisting of large artillery shells held in a wooden frame submerged in shallow water, were particularly effective and were a deterrent to a Union naval assault. The Confederates also occasionally sortied against the Union blockaders offshore. The David, a 50-foot steam-powered torpedo boat that carried an explosive warhead on the end of a 10-foot spar, successfully attacked but did not badly damage the Union ironclad New Ironsides on October 5, 1863. The H. L. Hunley was the first submarine to sink a ship, when it attacked the screw sloop Housatonic in Charleston Harbor on February 17, 1864.

In April 1863 the U.S. Navy mounted a major attack under Rear Admiral Samuel Du Pont when it tried to reduce the city’s defenses by bombarding Fort Sumter with nine ironclads. The defenders damaged five of the warships, one of which subsequently sank, and forced the flotilla to retreat.
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Photograph of the ruins of Charleston, South Carolina, following capture of the city by Union forces in February 1865. (National Archives)

Later that year, the Union conceived of a joint operation to capture the city that called for Brigadier General Quincy A. Gillmore to attack Fort Sumter and Morris Island’s Fort Wagner while Union warships, now under Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren, slipped into the harbor. Gillmore’s 6,000 men attacked Fort Wagner but suffered heavy casualties. Unable to capture the stronghold, his men dug trenches and brought up large artillery pieces that could hit Charleston, some four miles away. Gillmore gave Beauregard an ultimatum to surrender both Morris Island and Fort Sumter. The Confederates refused, and Union forces began firing on Fort Sumter and also on Charleston on August 22, 1864.

Charleston remained unconquered but beleaguered. The effective naval blockade and the wartime economy created shortages and drove up prices. Many stores closed. Destruction resulting from a large fire that had incinerated hundreds of buildings during the previous winter further hampered daily life. City officials instituted martial law for a time, in part because of the disorderly conduct of soldiers. Morale deteriorated, and desertions among the 10,000 soldiers defending the city became common. The municipal government alleviated hardship by subsidizing purchases of staples, but thousands of poor people relied on private charitable efforts for survival, and the population generally suffered. The city was shelled, sometimes heavily, from August 1863 until the war’s end in April 1865.

The threat of an assault on the city increased dramatically after U.S. major general William T. Sherman’s Union troops captured Savannah, Georgia, in December 1864. Beauregard realized that Sherman’s subsequent march toward Columbia would isolate Charleston and make its defenders’ position untenable. On February 18, 1865, 10,000 Confederate soldiers withdrew from the city as elements of the 52nd Pennsylvania Infantry and the 3rd Rhode Island Artillery under Lieutenant Colonel Augustus G. Bennett moved unopposed into the city to accept its surrender.
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Charleston, South Carolina, Confederate Attack on Union Blockaders

Event Date: January 31, 1863

As Rear Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont, commander of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, was contemplating his naval assault on Charleston, early on the morning of January 31, 1863, Confederate flag officer Duncan N. Ingraham took advantage of thick fog to sortie from Charleston with the ironclad rams Palmetto State (under Commander John Rutledge) and Chicora (under Commander John R. Tucker) to attack the wooden steamers of the Union blockading squadron lying off the harbor. The Palmetto State was able to approach the U.S. Navy side-wheeler Mercedita (under Captain Henry S. Stellwagen) undetected. Before it was spotted and the alarm given, the Palmetto State had closed to a point where the Mercedita was unable to depress its own guns sufficiently to fire into the Confederate ship. Rammed and fired upon, the Mercedita lost seven men killed or wounded, most of them firemen and coal passers who were scalded when a Confederate shell passed through its steam chimney.

Stellwagen subsequently characterized the Mercedita as “being in a sinking and perfectly defenseless condition,” and he surrendered the ship and sent his executive officer, Lieutenant Commander Trevett Abbot, to the Palmetto State. Abbot agreed to a Confederate demand that none of the Mercedita’s officers and crew again “take up arms” against the Confederacy.

The Chicora, meanwhile, attacked the large U.S. Navy side-wheeler Keystone State, hitting the ship 10 times, disabling its machinery, and setting it on fire. The Keystone State suffered 20 dead and a like number wounded, a quarter of its crew. Other Union warships—the Augusta, Quaker City, and Memphis—then arrived.

Although it had two feet of water in its hold and was leaking badly, the Keystone State did not sink. Lieutenant Commander Pendleton Watmough was able to bring his screw steamer Memphis up in time and tow the Keystone State to safety. A Union court subsequently upheld Abbot’s pledge given on behalf of the officers and crew that they would not fight again, but the court also determined that this did not apply to the ship itself, which was returned to service.

Meanwhile, the two other Union gunboats, the Quaker City and Augusta, engaged the Confederate rams. Both were damaged in the exchange of fire. The Quaker City took a shell amidships that exploded in the engine room and caused considerable damage; the Augusta sustained a shell in the side of the ship that narrowly missed its boiler. Both ships survived. At that point Captain William R. Taylor’s screw sloop Housatonic arrived and took the rams under fire, chasing them back into Charleston Harbor.

Confederate commander at Charleston General P. G. T. Beauregard praised Ingraham for his “brilliant achievement” and claimed that the engagement had broken the Union blockade. Despite the damage wrought by the rams, this was not the case. Within hours of the engagement, however, the Confederates appealed to the British consul at Charleston, claiming that the Union ships had left their picket line, rendering the blockade ineffective, and arguing that in accordance with international law, it should be lifted. Union captain Taylor of the Housatonic, however, proved by his ship’s log and signed statement of his officers that his ship had fired on the two Confederate ships and indeed chased them back into the harbor. The blockade of Charleston thus continued, considerably strengthened by the arrival there on February 1 of the ironclad USS New Ironsides.
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Charleston, South Carolina, Evacuation of

Start Date: February 17, 1865

End Date: February 18, 1865

On February 2, 1865, as Union major general William T. Sherman’s force moved north from Georgia inland toward Columbia, South Carolina, Confederate authorities realized that Charleston would be completely isolated, with Union land forces to the west and a naval blockade to the east. They also feared a land attack on Charleston. Thus, to prevent the loss of the city’s 10,000 Confederate defenders, General P. G. T. Beauregard ordered a military evacuation of the city on February 14. The task was to be supervised by Lieutenant General William J. Hardee, who fell ill and was not able to implement the order until February 17.

In the meantime, Union forces along Bull’s Bay, some 20 miles to the north of Charleston, and on James Island, to the immediate south, engaged Charleston’s stout coastal fortifications and artillery batteries but with no appreciable military effect. The demonstrations did, however, serve to rattle Charleston’s civilian population and likely hastened the evacuation order. By the afternoon of February 17, evacuation procedures were in place, and some 10,000 Confederate troops began marching out of the city, heading north toward Florence. Before they exited, they burned several military fortifications, torched thousands of pounds of raw cotton, and destroyed whatever military hardware they could. The city was devoid of virtually all Confederate forces by the early morning hours of February 18.

Later that same day, Union troops marched unopposed into the city. City officials readily agreed to surrender on Union terms, and a federal occupation commenced. In the process, Union forces appropriated at least 250 heavy cannon. By evacuating Charleston, the Confederates avoided mass destruction in that city. Columbia, which fell on February 17, was not as fortunate; most of it lay in ruins after fire burned much of the city.
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Charleston Harbor, Siege of

Start Date: July 10, 1863

End Date: September 9, 1863

Union effort to capture Charleston, South Carolina. The Siege of Charleston Harbor, also known as the Second Battle of Charleston Harbor, the Siege of Fort Wagner, and the Battle of Morris Island, was a joint Union army-navy effort against the defenses of Charleston, South Carolina, in the summer of 1863. Charleston was the Confederacy’s largest available port following the Union capture of New Orleans in April 1862. More importantly, the city of Charleston was seen in the North as the “Cradle of the Rebellion.” Capture of the city had been a major Union objective from the start of the Civil War.

Charleston’s several channels, inlets, islands, and inland waterways all made it difficult for the Union to blockade, and the city’s trio of fortifications—Fort Wagner (also known as Battery Wagner) to the south, Fort Sumter dominating the main channel, and Fort Moultrie to the north, with nearly 400 land-based guns—made it probably the best defended port in the Western Hemisphere. Charleston’s forts had already repulsed efforts by Union ironclads under Rear Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont and his successor Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren to shell Fort Sumter into submission. As a consequence, Washington decided that a joint navy and army effort was necessary.

The Union plan called for a landing on Morris Island to the south and the reduction first of Battery Wagner and then of Fort Gregg at the northern end of the island. Having secured these, Union guns could be placed to shell Fort Sumter into submission. Once it was taken, harbor obstructions could be removed, and Union forces would have access to Charleston from the sea. Brigadier General Quincy Gillmore commenced preparations in June. On July 10, 10,000 of Gillmore’s men came ashore on the southern end of Morris Island, but Union forces attempting to assault Fort Wagner and supported by gunfire from Union warships were twice repulsed, on July 11 and July 17. The second battle is well known; it involved Colonel Robert G. Shaw and his African American 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment.

With the failure of the assaults on Fort Wagner, Gillmore opted for a siege operation, working his heavy guns to within range of Fort Sumter. By August 17 he was ready, and the artillery bombardment of Fort Sumter on that date marked the official beginning of the siege. Employing rifled cannon, Union gunners fired more than 1,000 rounds the first day alone and averaged more than 800 a day through August 23. The rifled shells penetrated Fort Sumter’s massive masonry walls and then detonated, eventually reducing much of the fort to rubble.

Gillmore also shelled Charleston itself. By the existing rules of warfare, the city was a legitimate target. A fortified city, it was home to war industries and sheltered blockade-runners. On August 21, Gillmore sent Charleston commander General P. G. T. Beauregard a demand for the evacuation of Fort Sumter and Morris Island within four hours, threatening that if this was not effected he would open fire on Charleston. With no immediate response forthcoming, at 1:30 a.m. on August 22, Union shells began falling on the city. The chief weapon employed was the so-called Swamp Angel, a large 8-inch 200-pounder Parrott rifled gun that, before it burst, sent three dozen shells five miles distant into the waterfront district, setting fires and causing considerable panic. Gillmore claimed that the purpose of the shelling was to drive Confederate shipping from the city’s wharfs, but the effort seems to have been largely an artillery exercise and only hardened Southern determination.

On August 21, meanwhile, Dahlgren attempted a night attack on Fort Sumter with his monitors, but it failed when the Passaic grounded about a half mile from the fort. Although the ironclad was freed, the attack was called off. On August 23 Dahlgren mounted another night attack against Sumter. He repeated this at close range on September 1, with the monitors suffering little damage, but Sumter still held out.

While his heaviest siege guns had been shelling Sumter, Gillmore employed field guns against Fort Wagner, where his infantry had begun digging zigzag trenches toward the objective. Gillmore also employed new calcium floodlights at night to blind the Confederate gunners. Additionally, the lights illuminated the fort for Union gunners, who also employed the Requa gun (25 rifle barrels on a field carriage) that greatly increased infantry firepower. However, trench digging in Morris Island’s sandy soil proved both challenging and unnerving, as the diggers often encountered corpses buried after the earlier assaults. Meanwhile, heavy artillery emplacements were constructed behind the lines.

Fort Wagner repulsed several attacks with heavy Union losses. On September 5, the combined army-navy artillery forces initiated a massive 36-hour bombardment that killed 100 defenders and wounded several hundred others. Union soldiers charged forward, seizing Wagner’s forward rifle pits. Beauregard ordered Wagner’s 400 remaining defenders to abandon it late on the evening of September 6. Union troops moved in the next day. The defenders of Fort Wagner had inflicted five times the garrison’s strength in Union casualties.

On September 7, Dahlgren carried out a major attack on Fort Sumter with six monitors. The Union ships drew little response except from Fort Moultrie on Sullivan’s Island. The monitor Weehawken grounded, however, and all the Union ships were subjected to a heavy attack at daybreak from the shore batteries. Dahlgren called in the powerful broadsides ironclad New Ironsides to cover the stranded Weehawken. The New Ironsides fired 483 shells at Fort Moultrie and was struck at least 70 times in return but was not seriously damaged. That afternoon the Weehawken refloated, and all the Union ships withdrew.

With Sumter now partially evacuated, Dahlgren ordered a boat attack against it from Morris Island. On the night of September 8–9, Commander Thomas H. Stevens led a force of some 400 sailors and marines in more than 30 boats, but the Confederates had been alerted to the Union plan as a consequence of the recovery of a signal key from the Union ironclad Keokuk, which had sunk on April 8, and the defenders were prepared. They held their fire until the boats were nearly ashore, then opened up with cannon, small arms, and hand grenades, with the Confederate ironclad Chicora providing enfilade fire. The attack began and ended so rapidly that three Union ironclads that were to support it were not able to get into position. Union losses were 6 killed, 15 wounded, and 106 men taken prisoner (11 officers).

This failure ended Union offensive operations in Charleston Harbor. All Union ironclads were in need of extensive repairs at Port Royal, and it would be some weeks before these could be completed. The other Confederate forts continued to hold out, and the Confederates moved some of their heavy guns from Fort Sumter to the more powerful works of Forts Moultrie and Jackson. Charleston remained in Confederate hands until Major General William T. Sherman’s forces took it by land in March 1865.
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Charleston Mercury

Highly influential, rabidly proslavery, and prosecessionist newspaper published in Charleston, South Carolina, from 1822 until 1868. From almost the very beginning, the Charleston Mercury advocated a radical stance on the issues of slavery, abolitionism, and Unionism. The newspaper championed the rights of Americans to own slaves, derided in the harshest possible terms the activities of abolitionists, favored state nullification of unpopular federal laws, and advocated secession from the Union long before that position had become de rigueur in South Carolina.

In 1857 the Mercury hired its most famous editor, Robert B. Rhett Jr., an erudite but irascible Harvard College graduate who managed to quadruple the newspaper’s readership in just four years. Under his leadership, the paper became famous for its cutting editorials aimed mainly at U.S. government officials. The Mercury was influential throughout the South and in the North as well. Indeed, many Northerners, including subscriber Abraham Lincoln, consulted the paper to keep abreast of prosecessionist sentiments. As secession loomed in 1860, Rhett pulled out all the editorial stops, whipping the reading public into a veritable war frenzy.

Rhett, however, proved equally vitriolic toward Confederate leaders after the Civil War began in April 1861. Indeed, the Mercury became far more of a hindrance than an asset to Confederate political and military leaders. On many occasions, Rhett referred to the “imbecility” of President Jefferson Davis’s war policies, lambasted his cabinet as a group of dim-witted ne’er-do-wells, decried the suspension of habeas corpus, and repeatedly called into question the sanity and intelligence of Confederate military leaders. After Confederate secretary of war Leroy P. Walker requested on July 1, 1861, that newspapers not publish information that could give away troop positions and movements, Rhett blasted the Davis administration for censorship, arguing that readers had a right to know the news and that the news would reach the enemy anyway. During Charleston’s long siege, Rhett insisted on printing a numeral in large type signifying each day of the siege, which did little to revive Charlestonians’ flagging spirits, however.

Early in the war, an acute paper shortage reduced Rhett’s paper to a two-page publication, which was likely greeted with much relief in Richmond. In February 1865 when Charleston was abandoned to Union forces, Rhett fled westward toward Augusta, Georgia, hoping to set up shop there, but his equipment was confiscated, and he fled to Alabama instead. In November 1866 Rhett once again began publishing the Mercury in Charleston, but he shut the paper down for good in 1868.
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Charleston Riot

Event Date: March 28, 1864

Civil disturbance in Illinois fomented chiefly by Copperheads (Peace Democrats). Located in Coles County in southeastern Illinois, Charleston was long a stronghold of Copperheads and Butternuts, terms describing individuals associated with the various peace movements of the Democratic Party in the North. In early 1864, the Copperheads sought a quick peace; they were also disillusioned with the failures of the Union Army as well as numerous government policies, most notably the military draft and the emancipation of slaves in the Confederacy.

Clashes were common among Coles County Copperheads, Republicans, and Union soldiers. With attacks on Peace Democrats occurring in March, Copperheads—led partly by Coles County sheriff John T. O’Hair—sought revenge. March 28, 1864, was court day in Charleston (Judge Charles Constable was presiding), and U.S. congressman John Eden (a Democrat) was scheduled to speak in the town. Additionally, soldiers of the 54th Illinois Infantry Regiment, commanded by Colonel Greenville M. Mitchell, were to pass through to Mattoon, Illinois, and muster out that day.

Soldiers from the 54th Illinois arrived in Charleston on March 28, forgoing Mattoon altogether. Congressman Eden promptly canceled his speech, encouraging many to leave town. Near the clerk’s office outside the courthouse on the square, Union Army private Oliver Sallee of Charleston approached Nelson Wells, a civilian. Gunfire erupted, and Wells was killed. A general riot then ensued, with armed Copperheads engaging soldiers and Republican civilians alike. With soldiers being cut down across the square, reinforcements arrived from Mattoon, and the Copperheads withdrew. In the span of a few hours, 6 soldiers, 2 Copperheads, and 1 Republican had been killed. President Abraham Lincoln suspended the right to habeas corpus, and 15 men implicated in the riot were held as prisoners at Fort Delaware until November 1864. Two of the prisoners were indicted for murder but were exonerated by trial in December 1864. Twelve other Copperheads, who had also been indicted for murder, were never captured. Their indictments were rendered nolle prosequi in May 1873.
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Chase, Salmon Portland

Birth Date: January 13, 1808

Death Date: May 7, 1873

U.S. secretary of the treasury and chief justice of the United States. Born in Cornish, New Hampshire, on January 13, 1808, Salmon Portland Chase graduated from Dartmouth College in 1826. Interested in law, he went to Washington, D.C., where he studied under the supervision of U.S. attorney general William Wirt. Chase was admitted to the bar in 1829. The following year he moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he enjoyed a reputation as a thoughtful and meticulous lawyer. He also published a well-received annotated edition of Ohio case law, which was for many years considered the foremost work of its kind.

In Ohio, Chase became involved in politics, first with the Liberty Party and then the Free Soil Party, both of which advocated the abolition of slavery. In 1848 Chase was elected to represent Ohio in the U.S. Senate as a Free-Soiler. His tenure was championed by a coalition of Free-Soilers and independent Democrats who looked to him to block the Compromise of 1850 and the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act. By the mid-1850s, Chase was identified as a radical abolitionist among his detractors and as a voice of studied moderation among his adherents.

After his unsuccessful attempt to block the divisive Kansas-Nebraska Act, which would finally be passed in May 1854, Chase coauthored “The Appeal of the Independent Democrats in Congress to the People of the United States,” which appeared in the New York Times in January 1854. A well-argued and structured article, it essentially laid out the foundation of the Republican Party. An early supporter of the Republican Party, Chase served as Ohio’s first Republican governor (1855–1859).
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Salmon P. Chase, who became an important adviser to President Abraham Lincoln, was U.S. secretary of the treasury during 1861–1864 and then chief justice of the Supreme Court until 1873. (National Archives)

In 1860 Chase ran against Abraham Lincoln for the Republican presidential nomination. Chase was elected to the U.S. Senate that same year, but Lincoln tapped him to be secretary of the treasury in March 1861, an appointment that Chase accepted. Although he was often impatient with Lincoln and distrusted Secretary of State William Seward, Chase nevertheless became an ally of both. To Lincoln, Chase was a godsend, as the former senator was able to harness his considerable political clout and sharp intellect to coax Congress into passing needed financial legislation that helped prosecute the war effort. As the war endured, Lincoln came to rely on Chase’s advice on military matters more than he did on that of his military secretaries.

Chase drew up and convinced Congress to pass legislation that created a national banking system, which stabilized the economy, created a market for government-issued bonds (the proceeds of which could go to the war effort), and established the basis for a uniform U.S. currency. Attempts to issue paper currency as legal tender, however, did not go over well. Chase in fact opposed the move but did not protest unduly when it was enacted. The currency depreciated rapidly, making it inferior to its alleged equal in specie, and it was spurned by many bankers, who did not believe in a government-issued currency tied to government bonds.

Although relatively loyal to Lincoln until 1864, Chase harbored grander ambitions and ultimately sought the presidency for himself. He repeatedly tried to resign his post, mainly to make a name for himself, but Lincoln steadfastly refused to accept his posturing. Still stinging from his defeat to Lincoln in 1860 and increasingly frustrated by Lincoln’s Reconstruction policies, in early 1864 Chase clandestinely agreed to allow his name to be touted as the Republican presidential nominee that year. The move was championed by his social-climbing daughter, Kate Chase Sprague, who likely played a role in the circulation of the Pomeroy Circular in February 1864. Disseminated widely and drafted by Republican senator Samuel Pomeroy, the circular spoke of Chase’s many fine qualities that made him the best choice for the presidency. In doing so, of course, President Lincoln was diminished. When the circular became public, an embarrassed Chase offered his resignation, but Lincoln refused to accept it. Nevertheless, Lincoln had lost his faith in Chase, and the relationship between the two men was in tatters.

Months later after Lincoln had all but sewn up the nomination, Chase again offered to resign. This time Lincoln accepted, to the surprise of Chase. By this point Chase’s expertise was not so badly needed, the federal government’s finances were stable, and Lincoln wanted Chase out of his cabinet. Nevertheless, Lincoln, always a pragmatist and hardly one to hold a grudge for long, appointed Chase to the U.S. Supreme Court in December 1864 to replace the deceased Chief Justice Roger Taney. Chase retained that post until his death in New York City on May 7, 1873.
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Chattahoochee River, Georgia, Operations around

Start Date: July 3, 1864

End Date: July 9, 1864

Military events during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). By the beginning of July 1864, rains that had inhibited the advance of Union forces under Major General William T. Sherman toward Atlanta had ended, and operations could proceed. On July 1, 1864, Sherman resumed his tactic of threatening the left flank of Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee. Ordering Major General James B. McPherson’s entire Army of the Tennessee from the base of Kennesaw Mountain down the Nickajack Creek toward Turner’s Ferry on the Chattahoochee River caused Johnston to decamp and withdraw closer to Atlanta. By July 3, Johnston had withdrawn from near Marietta into prepared entrenchments north and west of the Chattahoochee astride the Western & Atlantic Railroad near Smyrna.

On the morning of July 3, Sherman ordered all elements of his army to mount a vigorous pursuit. By that evening, Sherman’s advance had come up against the new Confederate line at Smyrna, six miles below Marietta. Sherman attacked on July 4, prompting a battle at Smyrna and south of there near the rail depot of Vining’s Station. Sherman hoped to fix Johnston in place so that McPherson and Major General John M. Schofield’s Army of the Ohio could get into position below him at the Chattahoochee crossings, but that night Johnston withdrew farther, sending his supply wagons across the Chattahoochee and building bridges to be able to pass over his main forces later. For the time being, his infantry held a new row of entrenchments just north of the river.

Sherman had attacked frontally before, at Kennesaw Mountain on June 27, and had paid a heavy price for it. Although loath to repeat this, he hesitated only briefly. This time he held the high ground and could overlook the Confederate positions, the reverse of Kennesaw Mountain.

On July 5 Sherman moved Major General George H. Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland along the main road in front of Johnston’s new positions to fix the Confederates in place. Schofield was to Thomas’s right, while McPherson held the far right. Sherman sent the cavalry of the Army of the Ohio under Major General George Stoneman and McPherson’s Army of the Tennessee once again against the Confederate left, threatening Turner’s Ferry, a half dozen miles downstream from Johnston’s main position. Stoneman pretended to be searching for a crossing beyond Turner’s Ferry, while McPherson demonstrated in the vicinity of Turner’s Ferry itself. Meanwhile, Brigadier General Jacob D. Cox’s 3rd Division of Schofield’s XXIII Corps prepared to carry out a surprise crossing of the Chattahoochee near Phillips’ Ferry, an equal distance upstream from Johnston’s main body. Sherman also sent Brigadier General Kenner Garrard’s cavalry division 18 miles upriver to secure factories at Roswell and to hold an important bridge and ford there.

On July 9 as McPherson and Stoneman held the attention of the Confederates in the vicinity of Turner’s Ferry, one of Cox’s regiments paddled across the Chattahoochee on pontoons near Soap’s Creek. The crossing was well covered from the Union side, and Confederate infantry and an artillery piece at this point were easily overcome. Cox’s men also carried out a second crossing a short distance from the first, securing the high ground there. Soon Union engineers had two pontoon bridges in place, enabling the whole of Schofield’s corps to cross the river, threatening the Confederate right. That same morning, Garrard’s cavalry division also crossed the river at the shallow point farther upstream near Roswell.

These movements achieved the results that Sherman sought. On the evening of July 9 Johnston again decamped, moving the entire Army of Tennessee across the Chattahoochee and removing the last major natural barrier between the Union armies and Atlanta. The crossing also had another effect. Fed up with Johnston’s repeated delaying tactics, President Jefferson Davis rendered what Sherman described as “a most valuable service” when he removed Johnston from command of the Army of Tennessee, replacing him with the impulsive and rash General John Bell Hood.
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Chattanooga, Tennessee

Strategically important Tennessee city. Nestled in a sharp bend of the Tennessee River between Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge on the Tennessee-Georgia border in southeastern Tennessee, Chattanooga had become an important river and railroad hub by the mid-19th century. The availability of easily accessible transportation routes and abundant nearby deposits of iron, lead, coal, and copper contributed to the city’s economic growth. By 1861 Chattanooga boasted approximately 5,000 residents, and the area’s industrial strength attracted many immigrants. Secession split the community, pitting rural Unionist-leaning immigrants from the North against secessionists of the recently settled urban Southerners from the lower South.

Residents initially thought that their isolated location would shield them from the ravages of war, but it was precisely Chattanooga’s location that made the city a primary target. Chattanooga’s railroads and industrial capacity made it a coveted prize for both armies. In the autumn of 1863 following their defeat in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Union forces occupied Chattanooga, and the Confederates then laid siege to it.

A bold Union relief operation followed by a series of battles, including an improbable attack that captured Lookout Mountain (November 24, 1863) overlooking the city’s southwestern approaches and a daring assault on Missionary Ridge (November 25) to the east, lifted the siege and forced the Confederates back into Georgia.

Chattanooga then became an important logistical base for the Union advance toward Atlanta and beyond. Thousands of freed blacks streamed into Chattanooga. Resulting tensions between them and white residents led to violence that strained the army’s ability to maintain order until the arrival of the Freedmen’s Bureau. Many Union veterans settled permanently in Chattanooga after the war, and the city soon became a leading manufacturing center.
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Chattanooga Campaign

Start Date: October 1863

End Date: November 1863

Series of Union and Confederate maneuvers and battles during October and November 1863 for control of strategically important Chattanooga, Tennessee. After his defeat in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Union major general William Rosecrans and his 40,000-man Army of the Cumberland reeled back into Chattanooga. There Confederate general Braxton Bragg and his 40,000- to 50,000-man Army of Tennessee besieged Rosecrans’s demoralized force. Bragg, however, eventually weakened his position by compelling forces under Lieutenant General James Longstreet and Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest to leave his command. Nevertheless, Bragg reduced Union supplies to a trickle and threatened his enemy’s existence.
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Illustration depicting the seizure of Orchard Knob by Union troops under Major General George H. Thomas, November 24, 1863, during the Battle of Chattanooga. (Library of Congress)

President Abraham Lincoln ordered 20,000 troops from Mississippi under Major General William T. Sherman and a like number from Virginia under Major General Joseph Hooker to reinforce Rosecrans. On October 17 Lincoln also appointed Major General Ulysses S. Grant commander of Union forces west of the Appalachians. Grant promptly replaced Rosecrans with Major General George H. Thomas and ordered Thomas to hold Chattanooga at all costs. On October 23 Grant took personal command at Chattanooga.

Four days later Grant seized Brown’s Ferry on the Tennessee River and built pontoon bridges to open a secure supply route—the so-called Cracker Line—into Chattanooga. In the Battle of Wauhatchie (October 28–29, 1863), he repulsed Confederate counterattacks by a division of Longstreet’s corps. Shortly thereafter the disgruntled Longstreet and his corps would be dispatched to eastern Tennessee to deal with the Union threat at Knoxville.

On November 23 Grant launched coordinated attacks against Bragg’s siege lines. Thomas’s troops in the center seized Orchard Knob, and the next day Major General Joseph Hooker, on the Union right, defeated the Confederates in the Battle of Lookout Mountain (November 24). Sherman, on the Union left, repeatedly assaulted Major General Patrick R. Cleburne’s Confederates on Missionary Ridge, only to be repulsed. On November 25 Thomas’s men, attacking without orders, carried Bragg’s lines on Missionary Ridge. The Confederate center broke, and Bragg retreated to Dalton, Georgia, with Cleburne’s division fighting rearguard actions at Ringgold Gap (November 27) and Taylor’s Ridge (November 27). The Chattanooga Campaign was over, at a cost of 5,815 Union casualties and 6,667 Confederate casualties.
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Cheatham, Benjamin Franklin

Birth Date: October 20, 1820

Death Date: September 4, 1886

Confederate officer. Benjamin Franklin Cheatham was born in Nashville, Tennessee, on October 20, 1820. He followed in his family’s tradition of farming but served notably in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a captain and then colonel of Tennessee volunteers. His performance during engagements at Monterrey and Cerro Gordo were praised by his commanders. Returning to Tennessee, Cheatham again took up farming and became active in the Tennessee Militia, in which he rose to the rank of major general. From 1849 to 1853 he was in California, where he had decided to try his luck during the Gold Rush.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, Cheatham became a brigadier general in the Provisional Army of Tennessee with the help of his close friend, Isham G. Harris, who at the time was Tennessee’s governor. Cheatham subsequently was promoted to major general before accepting a commission as brigadier general in the Confederate Army in July 1861. He was advanced to major general on March 10, 1862, when he assumed command of the 2nd Division, I Corps, Army of Mississippi.

Cheatham soon proved his mettle as an intrepid, aggressive, and inspiring commander. He commanded a division in the Battles of Belmont (November 7, 1861), Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Perryville (October 8, 1862), Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), and Kennesaw Mountain (June 27, 1864). He directed a corps during the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864) and in the subsequent invasion of Tennessee.

Cheatham’s generally sterling performance, however, was marred by a controversy that erupted between him and his commander, General John B. Hood, during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). At the Battle of Spring Hill (November 29, 1864), Cheatham allowed a Union army commanded by Major General John M. Schofield to escape, which ruined Hood’s plan of attack and ultimately led to the catastrophic Battle of Franklin in Tennessee the following day. Hood was furious, blamed the defeat on Cheatham, and demanded a military inquiry of his actions. Temporarily relieved of his command, Cheatham was eventually exonerated of wrongdoing and allowed to rejoin the army.

Cheatham subsequently served as a division commander in General Joseph E. Johnston’s army during the Carolinas Campaign (January–April 1865). In April 1865 Cheatham surrendered to General William T. Sherman.

Following the war, Cheatham returned to his farm in Tennessee and then launched an unsuccessful bid to win a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives in 1872. He also wrote his version of the events at the Battle of Spring Hill, which were published in a compilation of essays in the late 1870s. He was superintendent of the state penitentiary for four years and from 1885 to 1886 was Nashville’s postmaster. Cheatham died in Nashville on September 4, 1886.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Cheat Mountain, Battle of

Start Date: September 11, 1861

End Date: September 15, 1861

Early battle in western Virginia. The effort against the Union stronghold at Cheat Mountain, Virginia (today eastern West Virginia) was General Robert E. Lee’s first operation of the Civil War. The Battle of Cheat Mountain occurred during September 11–15, 1861, in Pocahontas County, Virginia (now West Virginia). Cheat Mountain was a strategic location in central western Virginia that permitted control of important nearby mountain passes and the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike.

Lee hoped to wrest control of territory in pro-Union western Virginia secured at the beginning of the war by Major General George B. McClellan. In the Cheat Mountain area, Union brigadier general Joseph J. Reynolds commanded a brigade of six regiments totaling about 2,000 men. Lee’s plan to secure Cheat Mountain involved a two-pronged simultaneous attack: the first against Union colonel Nathan Kimball’s 14th Indiana Infantry Regiment entrenched at the summit of Cheat Mountain and the second against Reynolds’s other five regiments at Elkwater, covering the turnpike in the Tygart Valley. The division of Union forces involved a separation of about seven miles.

Lee took personal command of the 15,000 men of Brigadier General William Wing Loring’s Confederate Army of the Northwest, dividing them into five separate columns. The Confederates were forced to operate independently because of difficult terrain and torrential rains that had slowed transit; they were not able to make contact with each other or coordinate their attacks. They marched toward Cheat Mountain on September 10 in a persistent driving rain. Union defenders were knowledgeable of the terrain and trails on Cheat Mountain and conducted aggressive probes against Confederate forces. Colonel Albert Rust, commander of the 3rd Arkansas Infantry Regiment, believed that he had located a concealed route to the Union position on the summit. Lee’s plan called for Rust to begin the attack. Then the remaining Confederates would strike.

On September 11 the first action occurred as Reynolds’s men blunted the Confederate attack at Conrad’s Mill; Reynolds then fell back to Elkwater. On September 12 the Confederates engaged Reynolds’s men at Elkwater while also cutting off the turnpike to Kimball’s rear. Meanwhile, Rust was supposed to carry out the attack on the summit of Cheat Mountain, but he hesitated, the victim of both poor intelligence and hesitancy. Indeed, several captured Union pickets led Rust and Confederate brigadier general Samuel R. Anderson to believe that the Confederate plans were well known to the Union forces, that reinforcements had been summoned by telegraph, and that there were 4,000 to 5,000 Union defenders on the summit. In fact, Rust’s 1,600 men faced only about 300 Union soldiers operating forward of the Union fortifications. Believing that his men were heavily outnumbered and had lost surprise, Rust abandoned Lee’s plan and withdrew.

The Confederate attack against Union forces at Elkwater on September 13 saw Union forces put up a steep resistance. Confederate colonel John A. Washington was killed while conducting reconnaissance during the engagement, and Confederate troops did not press their attack. Reynolds was so confident in his ability to hold his position that he dispatched two regiments to assist the garrison atop Cheat Mountain, although these reinforcements proved unnecessary.

Lee’s forces withdrew from the area two days later. Reynolds then began planning an attack against Confederate forces at the Greenbrier River. Later in October 1861, Lee renewed his attack against Union forces at Laurel Mountain, but the action was called off because of logistical and communications problems. By the end of October, Lee was recalled to Richmond, Virginia, having achieved little in his campaign in western Virginia. Dubbed “Granny Lee” by the Southern press, Lee was temporarily exiled to South Carolina, where he was to supervise the construction of coastal fortifications. Indeed, Lee made multiple mistakes in his first battle, particularly in allowing a subordinate with no prior experience to play such a critical role on which all else depended. There were approximately 200 casualties in the Battle of Cheat Mountain, divided almost equally between the Union and Confederate forces.
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Cherokees

One of the so-called Five Civilized Tribes, a faction of which allied with the Confederacy. With the Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles, the Cherokees were one of the Five Civilized Tribes (a European designation) because by the early 19th century these tribes dressed, farmed, and governed themselves much like white Americans. The discovery of gold in their territory and intense land speculation in the Southeast led in part to the 1830 Indian Removal Act, requiring the Cherokees (among other tribes) to relocate west of the Mississippi River, in Indian Territory (Oklahoma). By 1860, there were about 17,000 Cherokees living north of the Arkansas River in Indian Territory. There was also a much smaller number still living in the mountains of eastern Tennessee and western North Carolina.

Even before the Civil War, the Cherokees were bifurcated culturally and economically. Many Cherokees who had previously lived in Georgia and Alabama had become slaveholders and were socially connected to the white plantation culture. By the 1850s, however, Cherokees who did not own slaves and who deplored slavery had begun to oppose their slaveholding brethren. It was amid this growing split that Chief John Ross, the principal Cherokee leader, decided to remain neutral in the Civil War, proclaiming the tribe’s official neutrality. He was immediately challenged by pro-Confederate Cherokees and their leader, Stand Watie, who had been born in Georgia. Indeed, Watie’s faction lobbied hard to have the tribe join the Confederate cause. By the summer of 1861, fighting had broken out between pro- and anti-Confederate Cherokees at Webber Falls, and Ross seemed powerless to stop the growing chasm.

In the end, despite Ross’s belief in neutrality, he relented to the growing pressure to join the Confederates. In August 1861 he and the tribal council decided to open negotiations with the Confederate government. A formal treaty of alliance was agreed to on October 7, and the Cherokees were now expected to provide a 10-company regiment of mounted soldiers and two reserve companies. Watie did raise some 500 warriors, while Colonel John Drew led a regiment of Keetowah Cherokees. At the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), Colonel Watie (later a Confederate brigadier general) ably led three Cherokee regiments (800 men total).

In July 1862, Union forces tracked down Ross and took him to Washington, D.C., where he told U.S. officials that although he did not want to support the Confederates, he had no other choice. Ross now issued an official proclamation of loyalty to the U.S. government. Watie, meanwhile, moved to push Ross aside, proclaiming himself as the new principal chief. This only further divided the Cherokees, who now began to launch raids against their tribal enemies within Indian Territory, devolving into a civil war within a civil war.

On February 17–18, 1863, the Cherokee National Council met at Cowskin Prairie (northeast of present-day Grove in Delaware County, Oklahoma). Consisting primarily of soldiers serving in the Union Indian Home Guard regiments, it elected Thomas Pegg as the acting principal chief of the Cherokee Nation during Ross’s exile in Washington. The council also formally abrogated the treaty with the Confederacy, with Pegg taking the position that the treaty had been forced on the Cherokees, who indeed remained loyal to the Union. The council also formally abolished slavery in the Cherokee Nation but also declared that freed slaves had no right to citizenship and were to leave the nation immediately. The council also asserted its right to govern the Cherokee Nation.

Cherokees still living in the East were not involved in the intratribal warfare. Some did, however, aid the Confederate cause during the war.
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Chesnut, James, Jr.

Birth Date: January 18, 1815

Death Date: February 1, 1885

Planter, politician, and Confederate officer. James Chesnut Jr. was born near Camden, South Carolina, on January 18, 1815. He graduated from the College of New Jersey (Princeton University) in 1835 and began practicing law in Camden in 1837. He also served as a state representative (1840–1846, 1850–1852) and a state senator (1852–1858). In April 1840 he married Mary Boykin Miller, who would become the most preeminent of Confederate diarists.

In 1858 Chesnut was elected to the U.S. Senate. He ardently defended slavery and states’ rights and was considered a moderate secessionist. After the 1860 elections, Chesnut became the first Southerner to resign from the U.S. Senate. He participated in the December 1860 South Carolina Secession Convention, was subsequently elected to the Provisional Confederate Congress, and served on the committee that drafted the Confederate Constitution.

In the spring of 1861, Chesnut became a Confederate colonel and aide-de-camp to Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard. Chesnut carried the general’s surrender demand to Union major Robert Anderson, the commander of Fort Sumter. When Anderson refused, on April 12, 1861, on Beauregard’s order, Chesnut opened fire on Sumter, beginning the Civil War. On July 21, 1861, Chesnut participated in the First Battle of Bull Run with Beauregard.

In 1862 Chesnut served as a member of South Carolina’s Executive Council and as chief of the Department of the Military of South Carolina. Later he served as a military aide to Confederate president Jefferson Davis. On April 24, 1864, Chesnut received a brigadier general’s commission and command of South Carolina’s reserve forces until the war ended.

After the war, Chesnut returned to his law practice in Camden and helped form the Conservative Party of South Carolina. He died near Camden on February 1, 1885.
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Chesnut, Mary Boykin

Birth Date: March 31, 1823

Death Date: November 22, 1886

Prominent Southern diarist. Mary Boykin Miller was born on March 31, 1823, near Camden, South Carolina, into a wealthy planter family. Her father was politically prominent and owned three plantations and hundreds of slaves in Mississippi, and in 1835 he resettled his family there. Mary was well educated, and at the age of 17 she married James Chesnut Jr., who would go on to become a U.S. senator and a Confederate brigadier general. After her husband became a senator, Mary Chesnut formed a close relationship with Varina Davis, wife of future Confederate president Jefferson Davis. Chesnut also became acquainted with numerous future Confederate leaders, whom she would later evaluate in excruciating detail.
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Mary Boykin Chesnut of South Carolina kept a diary that provides a clear and detailed account of life in the South during the Civil War. (Clay-Clopton, Virginia. A Belle of the Fifties, 1905)

During the war Chesnut kept a detailed diary, which recorded political, social, and economic trends in the Confederacy and also chronicled political infighting in the government and military. Chesnut wrote that the South’s fate was determined “by the politicians.” Hers was the most insightful and detailed diary of the Civil War period, and it remains a rich source for historians examining the inner workings of Confederate life.

The Chesnuts were financially ruined by the war and struggled financially the rest of their lives. Mary wrote drafts of two novels, one about the war and another recounting her student days. Neither was ever finished or published. In the 1880s she began rewriting and condensing her journals. She entrusted her papers to a friend before dying on November 22, 1886, near Camden, South Carolina. Her rewritten war journal was first published in 1905 as A Diary from Dixie.
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Chestnut Hill, Battle of
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Cheyennes

Great Plains Native American tribe. The Cheyennes during the 19th century split into two groups—Northern and Southern—consisting of several smaller bands. The Northern division remained close to the powerful Lakotas in the Wyoming, Nebraska, Montana, and Dakota Territories. The Southern division ranged into Colorado and Kansas and occasionally Texas, New Mexico, and Indian Territory. By 1860, the Cheyenne population—Northern and Southern—was about 3,500.

Movement along the Oregon Trail led to growing tensions with whites but little direct conflict until the 1850s, when the discovery of gold in the Colorado Rockies led to a large movement of whites across prime Cheyenne hunting grounds. The most prominent Southern Cheyenne warrior band to oppose this encroachment, the elite Dog Soldiers, were more aggressive than the other Cheyennes, generally refused to engage in sedentary agriculture or trade with whites, and tolerated no white incursions onto their hunting grounds.

In order to pacify the Cheyennes, the federal government engaged the more docile bands in negotiations to diminish contact between the tribe and white settlers. The 1861 Treaty of Fort Wise, for example, saw most of the Cheyennes give up their current land claims in return for a large reservation on the upper Arkansas River as well as promises of annuity payments and security. The Dog Soldiers abhorred this settlement and refused to abide by it.

By 1864, small-scale raids on whites by the Dog Soldiers had increased, and open war broke out between the Cheyennes and the settlers, mainly in Colorado. Some Cheyenne elders desired peace. One in particular, Chief Black Kettle, sought accommodation with the whites. Assured that if he encamped near Fort Lyon along Sand Creek he and his band would be safe, Black Kettle went so far as to raise a white flag and an American flag over the encampment. However, the 3rd Regiment of the Colorado Cavalry under Colonel John M. Chivington attacked the camp at sunrise on November 29, 1864. The attack, known as the Sand Creek Massacre, ended with between 100 and 200 Cheyennes killed. Among the dead were a number of Arapahos as well. Two-thirds of the casualties were women and children. Although the attack was condemned by the U.S. Army, the Cheyennes and their allies—the Lakotas, the Arapahos, and the Kiowa-Comanche alliance—were incensed by the massacre.

Black Kettle escaped and fled to Indian Territory, keeping his band together and his young men from taking revenge. He was again surprised, however, in his winter camp along another creek, the Washita. The 7th U.S. Cavalry under Lieutenant Colonel George Custer, on the trail of a band of hostiles made up of Kiowa, Comanche, and Cheyenne warriors, lost track of its target. Instead, the unit attacked Black Kettle’s camp on the morning of November 27, 1868, killing the unlucky chief. The Cheyenne-Arapaho War soon merged with Red Cloud’s War in the aftermath of the Civil War.
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Chicago Tribune

Chicago’s largest and most influential daily newspaper. Established in Chicago, Illinois, by Joseph Forrest, James Kelly, and John Wheeler, the Chicago Tribune published its first edition on June 10, 1847. Prior to 1855, although not politically affiliated, the Chicago Tribune tended to support Whig, Free Soil, and (eventually) Know-Nothing political candidates while steadfastly criticizing Democratic candidates. In addition, editorials often criticized Roman Catholics and immigrants, especially the Irish, who were arriving in the United States in large numbers by the 1850s.

In 1854 Alfred Cowles (bookkeeper), Joseph Medill (managing editor), and C. H. Ray (editor in chief) each purchased one-third of the newspaper. By 1855, although the newspaper continued to publish anti-Catholic and anti-Irish editorials, it began to distance itself from the Know-Nothing Party and actively supported the newly formed Republican Party. Between 1855 and 1861, the new owners purchased three local newspapers, making the Chicago Tribune one of the largest newspapers in the Midwest. In November 1860, the owners of the newspaper officially changed the name of the newspaper from the Chicago Press & Tribune to the Chicago Daily Tribune.

Prior to the Civil War, the Chicago Tribune actively supported an abolitionist agenda. In 1860 the newspaper vigorously backed the Republican Party and Abraham Lincoln’s bid for the presidency. Controlling one of the most influential newspapers in the country, Medill used his editorial might to convince many voters in the Midwest to vote for Lincoln and support his wartime agenda. On December 16, 1861, the Chicago Tribune published William Weston Patton’s version of “John Brown’s Body,” one of the most popular marching tunes of the Union Army during the Civil War. In 1863 after the Democrats took control of the Illinois legislature, the so-called Copperhead Legislature that criticized Lincoln’s wartime policies and sought an armistice with the Confederacy, Medill increased his editorial support of the Lincoln administration. Although his editorials championed the cause of liberty and emancipation, Medill privately proposed that emancipated African Americans be exploited as cannon fodder in support of Northern interests.
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Chickamauga, Battle of

Start Date: September 19, 1863

End Date: September 20, 1863

Major western theater battle. After being pushed out of middle Tennessee following the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863), Confederate general Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee had stumbled southward into the woods of northern Georgia near Chattanooga, Tennessee. Sensing Bragg’s dire situation as well as a potential opportunity, Confederate president Jefferson Davis reinforced the Army of Tennessee by cobbling together units from across the South, most notably by rushing Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s I Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia to Georgia from Virginia via rail. By September 1863, Bragg’s 65,000 men lay in wait just south of Chattanooga for the Union forces pursuing them.
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Currier & Ives illustration of the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). Advancing Union troops were caught by surprise by the reinforced Confederates, and a mistaken decision by Union commander Major General William Rosecrans opened a gap in the Union line. Troops under Major General George H. Thomas (“the Rock of Chickamauga”) stood firm, however, allowing the bulk of the Union forces to withdraw. (Library of Congress)

Bragg hoped to defeat Major General William Rosecrans’s 60,000-man Army of the Cumberland by isolating and attacking each of its four corps as they pushed through the mountains and woods toward Chickamauga Creek. Dispersed and lacking support, Union major general George Thomas’s XIV Corps fell into a Confederate ambush at McClemore’s Cove near Davis Crossroads on September 11 but managed to escape largely because of Confederate caution and ineptitude.

Rosecrans quickly concentrated his army, while Bragg squandered a chance to strike Major General Thomas Crittenden’s exposed XXI Corps near Lee and Gordon’s Mill on West Chickamauga Creek on September 13. After lead elements of the Confederate I Corps arrived on September 18, Bragg then prepared to cut off the Federals from Chattanooga by sweeping across the creek and around Rosecrans’s left flank.

On September 19, Union cavalry managed to stall Confederate crossings at Reed’s and Alexander’s Bridges. This delay allowed Rosecrans to move Thomas’s corps into position to protect the Union left flank. Rather than launch a coordinated attack across Chickamauga Creek the next day, Bragg fixated on checking Thomas’s corps and committed each of his corps to a series of piecemeal assaults against the hastily formed Union line. Longstreet reported for duty late that night, and Bragg reorganized his army into two wings, one on the Confederate left under the command of Longstreet and one on the right under Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk. At dawn, Polk’s corps would move against Thomas, led by Lieutenant General D. H. Hill’s corps, followed by Longstreet’s drive against the Union right. Polk, however, neglected to send Hill orders, and the attack began nearly two hours late.
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Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863)



	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength
	57,000
	66,000



	Killed
	1,657
	2,312



	Wounded
	9,756
	14,674



	Captured or Missing
	4,747
	1,468





Rosecrans, who was preoccupied with managing Thomas’s defense, unwittingly opened a gap in his line by ordering the redeployment of one division to plug a nonexistent gap elsewhere along the line. Longstreet’s men surged into this gap and sent the Federals reeling back toward Chattanooga. Union colonel John Wilder’s Lightning Brigade, equipped with Spencer repeating rifles, and Major General Gordon Granger’s Reserve Corps rallied along Horseshoe Ridge, buying the Union army time to withdraw. For his valiant actions in conducting the army’s fighting retreat, Thomas earned the nickname “the Rock of Chickamauga.”

Casualties during the two-day battle were staggering. The Federals reported 1,657 dead, 9,756 wounded, and 4,747 missing or captured. Although Bragg claimed victory, his losses were even larger: 2,312 dead, 14,674 wounded, and 1,468 missing or captured. The Confederate army was exhausted after the struggle at Chickamauga, and to the consternation of many Southerners, Bragg was unable to follow it up with a credible pursuit.
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Chickasaw Bluffs, Battle of

Start Date: December 26, 1862

End Date: December 29, 1862

Engagement during the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862). Major General Ulysses S. Grant, commander of the Army of the Tennessee, planned a land offensive to take the Confederate stronghold of Vicksburg. Given the topography and hydrography, Grant attempted an overland campaign south from his advanced base at Holly Springs along the Mississippi Central Railroad. Grant hoped to draw out the bulk of Confederate lieutenant general John C. Pemberton’s 40,000-man Army of Vicksburg, defending the Mississippi River bastion. At the same time, he would send his trusted subordinate Major General William T. Sherman and 32,000 men down the Mississippi River in transports covered by Mississippi Squadron commander Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s gunboats to stage a surprise attack on the few Confederate defenders remaining at Vicksburg.

On November 13, 1862, Grant put his own men in motion, driving back Confederate forces under Pemberton. The farther Grant moved south, however, the more vulnerable his supply and communication lines became. Confederate cavalry under Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest soon threatened Grant’s communication lines all the way back to Columbus, Kentucky, tearing up nearly 50 miles of railroad track, seizing considerable quantities of military supplies, and inflicting some 2,000 Union casualties. On December 20 an even worse calamity befell Grant. As Porter prepared to depart Memphis with Sherman’s troops down the Mississippi and with Grant having drawn off some 20,000 Vicksburg defenders and engaging them outside the town of Granada, Confederate major general Earl Van Dorn led 3,500 cavalry to take Grant’s supply base at Holly Springs, held by only 1,500 Union troops. The Confederates there destroyed vast stocks of food and supplies bound for Grant’s soldiers. Although Van Dorn soon departed ahead of reacting Union cavalry, Grant had no choice but to call off his advance and retrace his steps to Grand Junction. He tried to get word to Sherman, but the telegraph lines had been disabled, and the message did not get through.

Sherman got word of Holly Springs but not of Grant’s withdrawal. Porter and Sherman therefore moved south from Memphis as scheduled on December 20, stopping at Helena, Arkansas, the next day to gather additional forces that brought total Union troop strength up to about 30,000 men. On December 23 Porter and his flotilla of Union warships and transports entered the Yazoo River. The Union ships then worked their way upriver, easily suppressing Confederate shore fire as they went. On December 26 about 10 miles from the river mouth, three of the four Union divisions disembarked at Johnson’s plantation.

Sherman’s force was only about six miles north of Vicksburg itself, but before the force could assault the Confederate positions on the Chickasaw Bluffs that formed the city’s northern defenses, Union soldiers would first have to cross a morass of marshy low ground, bayous, swamps, thick forest, and felled trees. Only a handful of approach roads or causeways were available, and the defenders had these well covered by artillery. Heavy rain made an already difficult situation far worse.

During December 27–28 as Sherman’s men slowly worked their way toward the bluffs under covering fire from the Union ships in the river, the defenders doubled in number, from 6,000 to 12,000 men. Meanwhile, Porter sent some of his gunboats upriver to feign an attack on Haynes’ Bluff, but this failed in its design of drawing off some of the defenders.

The major fighting ashore occurred on December 29, with Porter’s gunboats again providing diversionary fire. Sherman struck the center of the Confederate line, advancing two brigades across open ground against the entrenchments. Union troops who managed to reach the Confederate rifle pits were driven back by heavy fire from the bluffs above.

Faced with deteriorating weather and resolute Confederate resistance and learning at last of Grant’s decision, Sherman ordered a withdrawal. By the morning of January 2, 1863, all his men were again on board ships and on their way to the Mississippi and a base at Milliken’s Bend, Louisiana. Casualties in the Battle of the Chickasaw Bluffs testify to the superiority of the defense. Union losses, most of them on December 29, came to 175 killed, 930 wounded, and 743 taken prisoner; Confederate casualties numbered only 63 killed, 134 wounded, and 10 taken prisoner.
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Chickasaws

One of the so-called Five Civilized Tribes of the Southeast and Confederate allies. Sharing the Western Muskogean language family with the Choctaws, the Chickasaws settled primarily in present-day northern Mississippi. Based on their shifting fortunes in war and diplomacy, the Chickasaws also claimed territory extending into present-day Alabama, Kentucky, South Carolina, Georgia, and Tennessee. By 1830 the Chickasaw Nation, a mere shadow of its former self in size, power, and cultural homogeneity, ceded its remaining territory in Mississippi to the U.S. government. Most Chickasaws settled in Indian Territory (Oklahoma), where they lived in the south-central part of the territory. It is estimated that by 1860, the Chickasaws numbered only about 5,000 people.

Like their Choctaw neighbors, the Chickasaws identified with the Southern cause early on. Indeed, on May 25, 1861, the Chickasaws issued a proclamation seeking alliance with the Confederates and secession from the United States; this was codified in a treaty signed between the Chickasaws and Confederates on July 12, 1861. The reasons for Chickasaw loyalty to the Confederacy were mainly economic. Since the mid-18th century, the Chickasaws had begun keeping black slaves. By 1860, some 200 Chickasaw slaveholders owned nearly 1,000 slaves. These slaveholders tended to be the most influential in the tribe and were firmly connected to the cotton-based Southern economy, so it was in their best interest to support the Confederacy. Others embraced fealty to the Southern cause because of long-simmering resentment toward the U.S. government and treatment to which the Chickasaws had been subjected over the years.

Although some Chickasaws served alongside Confederate troops during the Civil War, the aggregate Chickasaw contribution to the war effort was quite small, and they did not, as a rule, take part in any actions beyond the defensive line along the Canadian and Arkansas Rivers in Indian Territory. In November 1861, a small number of Chickasaws took part in a punitive action against the Seminoles and Creeks, who had refused to take sides in the Civil War. On September 30, 1862, a group of Chickasaws was responsible for defeating a Union force at Newtonia, Missouri.

As Union troops moved into northern Indian Territory by 1863, several thousand pro-Confederate Seminole, Creek, and Cherokee refugees overwhelmed Chickasaw lands in the southern part of the territory, which caused great suffering for all concerned. The Civil War years saw Chickasaw land ruined by inactivity, troop movements, and makeshift refugee camps. Diseases also devastated the Chickasaws. The postwar world that the tribe faced was grim. In addition to having lost some 200 men in the war (4 percent of the population), slaveholding Chickasaws lost their human property with no remuneration, and the U.S. government forced the tribe to pay reparations to those pro-Union Chickasaws who had fled Indian Territory when the war began.
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Chilton, Robert Hall

Birth Date: February 25, 1815

Death Date: February 18, 1879

Confederate officer. Robert Hall Chilton was born on February 25, 1815, in Loudoun County, Virginia, into a prominent family. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1837. Chilton held various administrative positions before being assigned to the West as a dragoon officer, serving in Kansas, Texas, and Indian Territory and fighting in engagements with the Osage Indians, rising to captain in 1846.

Chilton fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was brevetted major for his actions in the Battle of Buena Vista, when he carried the wounded Colonel Jefferson Davis to safety. In 1854 Chilton was advanced to major and assigned as paymaster at various posts. He was serving in San Antonio, Texas, when the secession crisis unfolded.

Chilton resigned his U.S. Army commission on April 29, 1861, and returned to Virginia, where he received a commission as a lieutenant colonel and was assigned to the staff of his friend General Robert E. Lee, becoming Lee’s chief of staff and inspector general of the Army of Northern Virginia. Although nominated for the rank of brigadier general in October 1862, Chilton’s confirmation was held up in the Confederate Senate, most likely because of his clashes with field commanders—especially Brigadier General John B. Magruder—and he was not confirmed in that rank until February 16, 1864.

In April 1864 at his own request, Chilton was reassigned as a colonel to the Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office in Richmond. In May in a rare instance of leading troops in the field, Chilton commanded a Confederate regiment that repulsed a raid by troops of Union major general Benjamin Butler’s Army of the James against the key Richmond & Petersburg Railroad supplying the Confederate capital. Chilton was paroled in May 1865.

After the war Chilton moved to Columbus, Georgia, and headed a manufacturing company. He died there on February 18, 1879.
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Chivington, John Milton

Birth Date: February 21, 1821

Death Date: October 4, 1894

Union officer. John Milton Chivington was born on February 21, 1821, in Lebanon, Ohio, where he worked on the family farm and in the lumber business. He received little formal education. Chivington converted to Methodism in October 1842 and decided to study for the ministry. In 1844 he was ordained a Methodist minister. He served Methodist congregations in Illinois and then Missouri, where his vocal opposition to slavery nearly provoked a violent encounter with some members of his church in 1856. As a result, Chivington was reassigned to Nebraska and in 1860 became presiding elder of the Rocky Mountain Conference in the Colorado Territory.

When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Chivington helped organize the 1st Regiment of Colorado Volunteers for the Union. Declining an offer to serve as the unit’s chaplain, he resigned from the ministry and took a commission as major in the regiment. In March 1862 he led the unit on a grueling 13-day 400-mile march to New Mexico to join Union forces opposing Confederate brigadier general Henry Sibley’s invasion of that territory. Chivington fought in the Battles of Apache Pass (July 15–16, 1862) and Glorieta Pass (March 26–28, 1862), participating in the decisive march around the Confederate lines that destroyed Sibley’s wagon train and forced the Confederates to retreat to Texas.
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Colonel and Methodist minister John M. Chivington led his 3rd Regiment of the Colorado Cavalry in an attack on Chief Black Kettle’s peaceful Cheyenne village on November 29, 1864. Known as the Sand Creek Massacre, it brought the deaths of some 200 Native American men, women, and children. (Denver Public Library, Western History Collection, Z-128)

Returning to Colorado, Chivington was promoted to colonel and appointed military commander of the Colorado Territory. In 1863 he was unable to protect Colorado from a series of Cheyenne attacks that threw the territory into turmoil until cold weather ended the raiding. When a small group of Cheyennes renewed their harassment in the spring of 1864, Chivington and Governor John Evans formed a new volunteer regiment, the 3rd Colorado Cavalry, and Chivington led the unit in search of the attacking parties. Chivington’s efforts accomplished little, and by the late summer of 1864 he was publicly urging the slaughter of the Cheyennes as the only means to end the raids.

Failing to find the hostile Cheyennes, early in the morning on November 29, 1864, Chivington and his troops instead attacked a peaceful party of 600 Cheyennes and Arapahos camped at Sand Creek. Only 35 warriors were in the camp, and two-thirds of the Native Americans were women and children. Chivington’s force easily overwhelmed the defenseless camp, killing at least 130, although some estimates put the death toll at more than 200. Less than a dozen of Chivington’s men were killed, most of them by friendly fire. When the slaughter ended, the soldiers scalped and mutilated the Indians’ corpses, displaying body parts as trophies.

Public outrage at the Sand Creek Massacre caused Congress to launch an investigation. Chivington insisted that he thought the Indians were hostile, but many of his officers testified that he knew otherwise. Chivington avoided a court-martial by resigning his commission in 1865. He then moved to Nebraska and later to California before returning to Ohio, where the stain of the Sand Creek Massacre thwarted his candidacy for the state legislature in 1883. Chivington went to Denver after his political defeat and died there on October 4, 1894.
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Choctaw Resolutions

Resolutions of support for the Southern cause issued by the General Council of the Choctaw Nation. The Choctaw Nation was one of the so-called Five Civilized Tribes in the Southeast, along with the Chickasaws, Creeks, Seminoles, and Cherokees. The Choctaws resided chiefly in east-central Mississippi and portions of Alabama prior to their forced relocation to Indian Territory (Oklahoma) in the 1830s. As the sectional crisis careened toward war in early 1861, Choctaw leaders were anxious to demonstrate their fidelity to the South, a position that was actively encouraged by Douglas H. Cooper, Indian agent to the Choctaws.

On February 17, 1861, the General Council approved resolutions that held out hope for a peaceful reconciliation between the North and the South. The resolutions went on to stipulate, however, that if war did occur, the Choctaws’ “neutral affections” toward the cultural institutions of the South would “bind [them] in every way” to the Southern cause. Anxious to prove their fidelity, Choctaw leaders sent delegates to the Montgomery Convention, which had convened on February 4 to prepare the way for a Confederate government. The Choctaw delegates sought a formal military alliance but were rebuffed because the war had not yet begun.

Meanwhile, Agent Cooper requested that the Choctaws raise a mounted regiment, which Choctaw chief George Hudson was eager to do. Hudson also formed a committee of Choctaw leaders, which was tasked with working out the particulars of a military alliance with the Confederates. By April, all able-bodied Choctaw men between the ages of 18 and 35 had been compulsorily inducted into tribal military service. On May 25, 1861, the Choctaw legislative council codified the earlier resolutions, and the Choctaws formally became Confederate allies. Choctaw loyalty toward the Confederacy did not waver, even after the military reversals beginning in 1863.
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Choctaws

Native American group and Confederate allies. The Choctaws were one of the so-called Five Civilized Tribes of the American Southeast (along with the Chickasaws, Creeks, Seminoles, and Cherokees). After the Indian Removal Act of 1830 was passed, most Choctaws were forcibly removed from their ancestral lands in Mississippi and Alabama by the U.S. government and settled in southeastern Indian Territory (Oklahoma). Only a very small number remained in Mississippi after the 1830s.

Like the neighboring Chickasaws, the Choctaws in Indian Territory had decidedly Southern sympathies, and a number of them owned slaves and were connected to the Southern planting culture. Many Southerners also actively courted the Choctaws in the lead-up to the Civil War, and the U.S. Indian agent to the tribe, Douglas H. Cooper, helped persuade many of the Choctaws to support the Confederacy when war came. On June 14, 1861, many of the principal leaders of the tribe announced their desire to separate from the United States; a minority, including tribal leader Peter Pitchlynn, disagreed with the decision, however. Nevertheless, the Choctaws signed a military alliance with the Confederate States of America on July 12. Almost immediately, Cooper, now a Confederate colonel, organized and led the 1st Choctaw and Chickasaw Mounted Rifle Regiment. Five other military outfits were formed that contained Choctaw soldiers, but most Choctaws remained in southern Indian Territory as home guards. Choctaws saw action at Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), Newtonia (September 30, 1862), and Honey Springs (July 17, 1863).

All Choctaws in Indian Territory, not just the soldiers, were profoundly impacted by the Civil War. The Confederate government soon proved incapable of providing the same annuities that the U.S. government had provided for the tribe, and so the Choctaws’ financial situation steadily worsened. By 1863, the tribe faced serious food shortages that were made worse by a rash of cattle rustling that had depleted its herd. The Choctaws were also beset by a major refugee crisis, which began in 1862. By the end of that year, at least 6,000 Indian refugees, mainly from northern Indian Territory, had temporarily settled among the Choctaws. After the war ended, the Choctaws fared better than many of their neighboring tribes, as tribal diplomats were able to negotiate less punitive peace terms with the U.S. government.
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Chrysler, Morgan Henry

Birth Date: September 30, 1822

Death Date: August 24, 1890

Union officer. Morgan Henry Chrysler was born in Ghent, Columbia County, New York, on September 30, 1822. Educated in his hometown, he became a farmer. When the Civil War began in the spring of 1861, Chrysler joined a New York volunteer company as a private. His unit subsequently became part of the 30th New York Infantry. Chrysler was among those individuals who, with no prior military training before the war, rose by dint of their own ability, bravery, and example to a considerable leadership position. He was appointed a captain of the 30th New York Infantry on June 1, 1861, and was promoted to major on March 11, 1862; to lieutenant colonel on August 30, 1863; and to colonel of a New York cavalry regiment on December 13, 1863.

At first posted near Washington, D.C., Chrysler saw combat during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Following Chancellorsville, he and the men of his regiment were mustered out with the expiration of their two-year terms of service. Authorized to reorganize the discharged men into a cavalry regiment, Chrysler soon had recruited the 2nd New York Cavalry of more than 1,000 men, who signed on for the duration of the war.

Stationed at Washington, D.C., during the winter of 1863–1864, the regiment was then ordered to New Orleans to join the Department of the Gulf. The 2nd New York Veteran Cavalry took part in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). During the remainder of the war, the regiment was stationed in the Deep South. Chrysler commanded a brigade during the Siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865).

Promoted to brigadier general on November 11, 1865, and subsequently brevetted major general in recognition of his wartime service, on mustering out Chrysler was one of just four men to rise from private to major general during the war. He served briefly as military governor of the District of Northern Alabama before leaving the army in 1866.

Following the war, Chrysler returned to New York and resumed farming. He died at Kinderhook, New York, on August 24, 1890.
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Churches

Churches, themselves struggling in the sectional crisis, occupied important places in the lives of Americans during the Civil War years. At the time, at least 25 percent of all Americans were members of a church, and about 50 percent of the population regularly attended church services. Churches offered their parishioners a place of solace and comfort as well as reassurance in the justness of their cause and the importance of their sacrifices. Churches also provided many Americans on the home front, especially women, a place in which they could take action and be useful, whether in prayer, in sustaining the life of the church, or in working to supply the troops and rebuild a war-shattered society.

In many ways, the large mainstream Protestant denominations mirrored events in the nation as a whole. As sectionalism grew in both the North and the South during the 1840s and 1850s, tensions also increased in many churches, especially the large evangelical denominations. In 1837 the Presbyterian Church broke apart into the Old School and New School factions, in part over the issue of slavery. Slavery was also the root cause for the 1844 split of the Methodist Episcopal Church and the 1845 schism of Baptist congregations. Other denominations, including the Catholic, Episcopal, and Lutheran Churches, remained intact during the sectional conflicts of the 1840s and 1850s. Even these, however, could not withstand the pressures of secession and war, splitting into Northern and Southern branches with the onset of hostilities in April 1861.

Many ministers, both North and South, preached about the national crisis. At religious services throughout the war, parishioners heard sermons asserting the rightness of their cause and asking for God’s blessing and help. While some Americans recorded disapproval at the involvement of ministers in political matters, most parishioners were comforted to find that on Sunday they heard the same pro-Union or pro-Confederate arguments that they were reading and discussing the other six days of the week.

In the first months of the war as soldiers were organized and began leaving for the front, American churches took the lead in sending them off. Across the Union and the Confederacy, churches held special ceremonies to bless the troops and consecrate their cause. The work of civilians, particularly women, behind the scenes was vital; they prepared banners that would decorate the churches and accompany the soldiers into battle and prayed with their sons, brothers, husbands, and sweethearts for a swift victory and safe return.

In the North, the Roman Catholic and Old School Presbyterian churches immediately made known their support for the Union cause. Other denominations soon followed suit, issuing their own loyalty affirmations. Like their Southern counterparts, Northern churches provided military chaplains, conducted large camp revival meetings, and disseminated Bibles and other religious tracts to soldiers. In the end, at least in the Union, the Civil War and the 1863 Emancipation Proclamation helped bridge the prewar chasm between conservative mainstream denominations and the more radical abolitionist denominations.

By the end of the war, the message that Southerners were receiving in church had changed dramatically. In the face of mounting Confederate losses and increased hardships on the home front, ministers could no longer claim with any authority that God had blessed the Southern endeavor. Instead, they preached on a related but very different theme: While the cause of Southern independence and the institution of slavery were noble, the Confederate population was corrupt and had not lived up to the goals of the South. Military defeat was therefore a sign of God’s displeasure at the moral failings of Southerners, not their institutions. Northern churches, on the other hand, could be more exultant, and many ministers preached that Union victories were proof of God’s approval of their society, Union war goals, and the need to remake the South in their image. Despite the changed atmosphere in many Southern churches by mid-1863 or so, a number of evangelical missionary societies gave the soldiers in the Army of Northern Virginia a considerable morale booster as they fought the bitter clashes around Richmond and Petersburg during 1864 and 1865.

Many Northerners became involved in more widespread and organized religious-based relief efforts, including the United States Christian Commission and the U.S. Sanitary Commission. While men primarily ran both groups, women also played important roles in their daily operations. The Sanitary Commission, though founded by Unitarian minister Henry Bellows and connected to influential liberal denominations such as the Episcopal and Unitarian Churches, remained the more secular of the two organizations, focusing on meeting the physical needs of Union soldiers. Women were active in the collection of supplies, and many also served as nurses in the army and in convalescent homes.

The end of the war brought changes in how churches functioned in the lives of Americans. For several denominations, reconciliation came slowly. While the Episcopal, Catholic, and Lutheran Churches reunited at the end of hostilities, the major evangelical denominations did not reconcile until the 20th century, and then only tepidly.
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Churchill, Thomas James

Birth Date: March 10, 1824

Death Date: May 14, 1905

Confederate officer. Thomas James Churchill was born on March 10, 1824, in Jefferson County, Kentucky, and was educated at St. Mary’s College and Transylvania University, where he studied law. He served as a volunteer infantryman in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). After the war he moved to Little Rock, Arkansas, and engaged in agricultural pursuits until the outbreak of the Civil War.

Elected colonel of the 1st Arkansas Mounted Rifles, Churchill saw action in the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861). Promoted to brigadier general on March 4, 1862, he next saw combat in the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862). Churchill’s exemplary leadership and tactical skills were also manifest at the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862) in Kentucky, when he led a successful effort to repel a Union attack.

In the late autumn of 1862, Churchill took command of strategic Fort Hindman (Arkansas Post), situated at the mouth of the Arkansas River. He held the place with a force of some 4,900 soldiers, but after a punishing Union effort by both land and water on January 10–11, 1863, he was compelled to capitulate. He and most of his men were taken prisoner.

Upon his exchange later that year, Churchill joined General Edmund Kirby Smith’s army as a division commander and participated in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Churchill was promoted to major general on March 18, 1865, and surrendered to Union forces on May 26, 1865. He then fled to Mexico, fearing imprisonment, but returned to Arkansas within a few months.

Churchill subsequently entered state politics as a Democrat, first serving as state treasurer from 1874 to 1880. He was accused of misappropriating state funds during his tenure in office, but it was determined that the accounting discrepancies were the result of carelessness rather than fraud. He repaid the discrepancy from his own pocket and then served as governor of Arkansas from 1881 to 1883. Churchill died on May 14, 1905, in Little Rock.
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Cincinnati, Ohio, Defense of

Start Date: September 3, 1862

End Date: September 13, 1862

Event related to the 1862 Confederate invasion of Kentucky. Following his victory in the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862) in Kentucky, Confederate major general Edmund Kirby Smith occupied Lexington on September 2. The next day he detached Brigadier General Henry Heth and four brigades to capture Covington, Kentucky, and Cincinnati, Ohio, while the remainder of his army took possession of Frankfort, Paris, and Cynthiana, Kentucky. Cincinnati, a city with a population of 161,044, was a key communication center for Union military operations. Union major general Horatio Wright, commanding in the region, ordered Major General Lew Wallace to take charge there and prepare for an attack.

Meanwhile, Ohio governor David Tod ordered the state’s adjutant general to send all available troops to the defense of Cincinnati and instructed the state quartermaster to send 5,000 muskets to equip militiamen. Tod also traveled from Columbus to Cincinnati to assist Wallace. Sixty-five Ohio counties mustered their militias for service, sending 15,766 men to defend Cincinnati. On September 2 after consulting with the mayors of Cincinnati, Newport, and Covington, Kentucky, Wallace declared martial law. When his proclamation appeared in the city newspapers the following day, citizens enthusiastically endorsed it.

Thousands of able-bodied men mustered for labor or military service and began strengthening the already-existing fortifications around Newport and Covington. Overnight, soldiers constructed a pontoon bridge over the Ohio River to expedite the movement of men and equipment. Price Hill, Mount Adams, and other important points within Cincinnati were also fortified. Wallace also seized and armed six steamboats.

Two days after he declared martial law, Wallace lifted his proclamation. He had learned that Union major general Don Carlos Buell had moved into central Kentucky with 37,000 troops and was threatening Confederate general Braxton Bragg’s army there. Bragg had ordered Kirby Smith to join him, and thus the threat to Cincinnati had vanished. Nevertheless, Wallace continued to man the defensive works of the city until September 10, earning him the nickname “Savior of Cincinnati.”
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City-Class River Ironclads

See Cairo-Class River Ironclads, U.S. Navy
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City Point, Virginia

Port city situated at the confluence of the James and Appomattox Rivers in Prince George County, Virginia. This quiet tobacco port with only a few homes and virtually no businesses was transformed in June 1864 into one of the busiest ports in the United States. The city served as the terminus for the City Point Railroad that connected Petersburg, Virginia, and the James River.
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The waterfront at City Point, Virginia, after the explosion of ordnance barges on August 4, 1864. In June 1864, City Point became the main supply base for Union forces in the Siege of Petersburg. (Library of Congress)

Union forces operating against Richmond from the south would need a major logistical base of operations. Operating under orders from Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, Union troops under Major General Benjamin Butler seized City Point on May 5, 1864. When Grant shifted his main attention to Petersburg, he established his headquarters at City Point, which became a massive compound of warehouses, docks, and railroad facilities. In addition to supply and refit operations, City Point was an administrative center and included a large hospital. City Point became home to Grant, who brought his wife there to live with him. President Abraham Lincoln was a frequent visitor, as were important government officials and military officers such as Major General William T. Sherman and Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter, who met with Grant and Lincoln on the president’s steamer at City Point near the end of the conflict to plan its aftermath.

Although the Union armies operating against Petersburg and Richmond were subsequently well supplied from the large depots established at City Point, the city also became the target of one of the Confederate Secret Service Corps’ most successful and audacious missions. Captain John S. Maxwell and R. K. Dillard of the Confederate Torpedo Corps succeeded in planting a time bomb (referred to as a horological torpedo) containing 12 pounds of powder aboard a munitions barge docked near the shore on August 9, 1864. An hour later, with the agents on their way back to Richmond, the bomb went off. The ensuing explosion and fire destroyed several large buildings, 180 feet of wharf, an estimated $2 million of munitions and supplies, and two transport ships. Fifty-eight men were killed, and 40 others were wounded.
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Civil Liberties, CSA

Civil liberties in the Confederate States of America reflected the conflicting motives that inspired and sustained the rebellion as well as the necessities of war. Each Confederate state seceded on the grounds of states’ rights and rejection of federal authority. To fight a war, however, the newly installed government required a centralized chain of command and conscription to fill the ranks of its armies. There was a good deal of rhetoric about individual liberty. For example, the Charleston Mercury proclaimed that seceding states fought for “the grand effort to redeem their liberties,” but in practice state sovereignty often required the suppression of individual liberty. Furthermore, the war was fought to deny liberty to some 40 percent of the Southern population, those legally classified as slaves.

During the course of the Civil War, 2,672 civilians were arrested by Confederate military authorities. As a proportion of the total civilian population, this number roughly corresponds to the number of Northern civilians tried by federal military commissions. Martial law was imposed in 1861 in eastern Tennessee. As such, a large part of the civilian population there rose in opposition to the Confederacy and tried to secede from their state, just as did the western counties of Virginia.

Confederate secretary of war Judah P. Benjamin ordered that civilians burning bridges to impede military movements be tried by drumhead court-martial and hanged. William G. “Parson” Brownlow, a leading Unionist and publisher of the Knoxville Whig, who served after the war as governor of Tennessee, was arrested in 1861 and later expelled to Union Army lines in Nashville.

Writs of habeas corpus were frequently sought from state courts as a refuge against conscription into the Confederate Army. In a 12-month period in Richmond alone, more than 1,800 such cases were recorded. Richmond newspaper editor Edward A. Pollard exclaimed in disgust that “the claim of patriotic devotion of the south cannot be maintained” because “only the utmost rigor of conscription forced a majority of its troops in the field.” North Carolina judges were particularly known for issuing writs to protect conscripts and deserters. In 1864 the Confederate Congress moved to suspend the writ, drawing the fierce denunciation of Georgia governor Joseph P. Brown and Confederate vice president Alexander Stephens. Brown said that the act authorized the Confederate president to make illegal and unconstitutional arrests, subordinating to military power the personal freedom of individuals in civil life.

Benjamin imposed a passport system on nearly all civilian movement within and between the states of the Confederacy, both to tighten conscription and to discourage desertion. The measure was most strictly enforced around Richmond, where War Department clerk J. B. Jones reported signing an average of 1,350 passes a day. Stephens denounced the measure as utterly wrong and without legal authority. But such measures kept desertion in the Confederate Army to a lower rate than that of the Union Army, at least until 1864. Conscription and military discipline were also matters of dispute between the states and the Confederate government throughout the war. The governors of Georgia and North Carolina flatly opposed conscription.

Georgia governor Brown engaged in lengthy correspondence with Confederate secretary of war James A. Seddon, beginning in May 1863, demanding that Georgia volunteer regiments serving in the Confederate Army be allowed to elect their own replacement officers. The entire series of correspondence was published in pamphlet form by the state printer. Seddon upheld the authority of the general in the field to make such promotions by appointment, which the governor denounced as a violation of the rights of the regiment as well as the state. The Georgia government was such a fierce advocate of states’ rights that when Jefferson Davis proclaimed a national day of thanksgiving, the state nullified the proclamation and then proclaimed another day of thanksgiving a few weeks later.

There was little suppression of newspapers by the Confederate government or the Confederate states. Since the 1830s, criticism of slavery in the press had been a criminal offense in most slave states, and no editors remained in business in the South who were motivated to attack the peculiar institution. When William W. Holden, editor of the North Carolina Standard, advocated peace and rejoining the Union in 1863, Georgia troops passing through Raleigh, North Carolina, wrecked his office and printing plant. A persistent editorial critic of the Davis administration, Nathan B. Morse of the Augusta Chronicle and Sentinel in Georgia was challenged to a duel by a rival editor, John Forsyth of the Mobile Register and Advocate, for advocating peace with the federal government. No official act by Confederate officials was invoked against either editor.

Special precautions were taken to control slaves when Union troops were close by. Vigilante organizations often met to keep a wary watch for untoward moves by slaves. Patrols on waterways and on land with bloodhounds sealed off escape routes. When Union military units arrived in a community, slaves would briefly be freed under the Emancipation Proclamation. As the soldiers moved on, local Confederates joined to whip and shoot those slaves who had been most cooperative with Union troops and send the rest back to work. At times, the Confederate Army removed all able-bodied male slaves ages 18 to 45 from the path of advancing Union troops. Rebel cavalry, scouts, and guerrillas all intercepted runaways, who were put to work on fortifications. Lists were published of those slaves seized to enable their owners to reclaim them from the military.
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Civil Liberties, U.S.

Civil liberties in the United States during the Civil War turned principally on the application or suspension of the writ of habeas corpus, freedom of the press, and the arrest of civilians by military authorities. Battlefields and army posts frequently overlapped civilian population areas, which set up specific problems dealing with civil liberties. At least 4,271 civilians were tried by military commission during the war, a practice later criticized by the U.S. Supreme Court in the 1866 case Ex Parte Milligan. Arrests of civilians by Confederate military authorities were, proportional to the Southern population, similar in magnitude.

John Merryman, a Confederate sympathizer in Maryland, presented the best-known habeas corpus case during the first year of the war. In March and April 1861, control of Washington, D.C., and the movement of troops through Maryland to defend the capital were threatened. Baltimore was a flash point for secessionists, and the federal government made wholesale arrests, suspending the writ of habeas corpus there. In May shortly after Brigadier General Benjamin Butler led 1,000 Union troops into Baltimore to enforce the law, Merryman was arrested by soldiers from Fort McHenry. He was suspected of being a lieutenant in a pro-Confederate military outfit and of possessing arms stolen from federal depots. U.S. Supreme Court chief justice Roger B. Taney, who ruled on the famous Dred Scott decision, promptly issued a writ of habeas corpus. Major General George Cadwalader sent a staff member to respond that President Abraham Lincoln had authorized him to suspend the writ for reasons of public safety.

Taney then sent Lincoln a legal opinion on the history of the writ, warning that the nation’s chief executive should not violate the law. Many asserted that Congress, not the president, should make the decision that a state of rebellion existed, which would constitutionally justify suspending the writ. But Lincoln noted that the Constitution was silent as to who should exercise that power. Because most civilians in Maryland rallied to support the federal government, the state was never placed under military occupation. Lincoln reassured a commission of the Maryland legislature in May 1861 that because Maryland had not taken hostile actions toward the federal government, the U.S. military would not occupy communications in the state or seize the property of its citizens.

Major General John C. Frémont, briefly commanding the Department of the West, declared martial law in Missouri on August 10, 1861, authorizing military officers to shoot any rebels found armed inside Union lines and to confiscate all property of anyone who fought in a Confederate military unit. He also ordered that any slaves of such persons were to be summarily declared free. Lincoln asked Frémont to rescind the orders and then overrode them, reserving political matters to the civilian government rather than military law. Frémont was soon relieved of command because he was losing control of the military situation in Missouri, despite the fact that a majority of the people and the legislature remained loyal to the United States.

The May 1863 arrest for treason of former Ohio congressman Clement Vallandigham provided another high-profile controversy over civil liberties. Vallandigham had deliberately violated General Order No. 38, issued by Major General Ambrose Burnside, then commanding the Department of the Ohio. The broadly worded military order banned “the habit of declaring sympathy for the enemy.” Vallandigham had made a passionate speech calling on Union soldiers to desert en masse and on the people to “hurl King Lincoln from his throne.” A military tribunal then sentenced Vallandigham to imprisonment for the duration of the war. Republicans and prowar Democrats as well as Copperheads (Northern Democrats who opposed the war) criticized Burnside’s violation of free speech. Lincoln publicly supported Burnside but nevertheless commuted Vallandigham’s sentence to deportation behind Confederate lines.

Freedom of the press also became an issue in the Vallandigham case when Burnside shut down the Chicago Times after it had denounced the tribunal. Secretary of War Edward M. Stanton subsequently instructed military authorities not to suppress newspapers. The president was repeatedly urged to take action against the Chicago Times and other Northern papers favorable to secession but responded that only the very sternest necessity could justify abridging the liberties of the people, even in time of war.

Ownership of slaves was, at the time, a civil liberty protected by law that the federal government had no power to infringe. In the midst of war against a rebellion bent on preserving and expanding slavery, military necessity often prevailed. General Butler established the expedient that slaves owned by rebels should be treated as contraband of war. Soon enough, slaves were fleeing in droves to Union lines. Until ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in 1865, however, the federal government lacked constitutional authority to free slaves whose owners remained loyal to the Union.

Lincoln asserted that the whole issue of the war was whether government by the people could sustain itself or whether every time a minority disagreed, it could break apart the nation. Lincoln exercised many powers without prior authorization from Congress, spending millions of dollars for military measures without appropriations. U.S. marshals seized copies of telegrams from every major telegraph office in the Northern states. Calling up militias from all states that would respond and imposing a naval blockade of all Confederate ports were undertaken without prior legislative approval. The House of Representatives and the Senate did pass resolutions on August 5, 1861, approving all acts, proclamations, and orders of the president that related to calling up the militia and recruiting volunteers. However, broader resolutions giving formal legality to many other acts were never brought to a vote.
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Clark, Charles

Birth Date: May 24, 1811

Death Date: December 18, 1877

Confederate officer and governor of Mississippi. Charles Clark was born on May 24, 1811, in Warren County, Ohio. He moved to Mississippi, where he became a schoolteacher, when he was 21 years old. He sat in the state legislature for two terms—once as a Whig and then as a Democrat—and also purchased and supervised a large plantation in Bolivar County. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Clark served as a volunteer colonel.

When the Civil War began, Clark was appointed a brigadier general of Mississippi state troops. He was then quickly advanced to major general before the men could be incorporated into Confederate service. When that occurred in May 1861, Clark received a commission as a brigadier general in the Confederate Army.

Clark saw action and was wounded at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). During the Battle of Baton Rouge (August 5, 1862), he was gravely injured in the legs by the explosion of a shell. Taken prisoner, he was eventually exchanged and returned home.

By 1863 Clark reentered the political fray, moving about on crutches and heavy leg braces. Elected governor of Mississippi, he took office in November 1863. Clark faced enormous challenges, chiefly Mississippi’s severely depressed economy. He tried to spur the development of industry and the cultivation of crops other than cotton but was less than successful. Clark also encouraged his constituents to do everything in their power to maintain a vigilant home defense.

In May 1865 while Clark was addressing the state legislature, he was arrested by Union authorities and imprisoned at Fort Pulaski, Georgia. Several months later he was freed and returned to his plantation. He subsequently embarked on a legal career. Clark died on December 18, 1877, in Bolivar County, Mississippi.
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Clark, Edward

Birth Date: April 1, 1815

Death Date: May 4, 1880

Governor of Texas and Confederate officer. Edward Clark was born on April 1, 1815, in Wilkes County, Georgia, and moved to Montgomery, Alabama, in 1832 upon the death of his father. Clark eventually worked as a clerk there and studied law. In December 1841 he moved to Marshall, Texas, and established a legal practice. He was a delegate to the 1845 Texas annexation convention and served as a staff officer during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He then served in the Texas House of Representatives and in the Texas Senate. From 1853 to 1857 he was secretary of state; in 1858 he became commissioner of state claims. In 1859 he was elected lieutenant governor as a Democrat under Governor Sam Houston.

In 1861 during the secession crisis, Houston refused to take a pledge of loyalty to the Confederacy. The Texas Secession Convention then declared Houston’s gubernatorial term invalid and named Clark to replace him on March 18, 1861. Clark soon set about recruiting troops for the war effort and established 11 new military districts, which would be charged chiefly with home security. Fearing Indian unrest and attacks on Texas’s western frontier, he dispatched several emissaries to negotiate peace agreements with the various tribes. Clark was highly cooperative with the Confederate government in Richmond. In the summer of 1861, he helped organize the 14th Texas Infantry Regiment.

Clark ran for reelection in November 1861 but lost narrowly to Francis R. Lubbock. Clark left office on November 7, 1861, and was subsequently commissioned a colonel of the 14th Texas. He saw action during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), particularly the Battle of Pleasant Hill (April 9, 1864), when he was wounded. He was promoted to brigadier general, but the appointment was never confirmed by the Confederate Congress. He left the service in the spring of 1864 and briefly fled to Mexico after the war ended. Returning to Marshall, Texas, Clark practiced law before dying there on May 4, 1880.
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Clark, Henry Toole

Birth Date: February 7, 1808

Death Date: April 14, 1874

Governor of North Carolina. Henry Toole Clark was born on the family’s Walnut Creek plantation in Edgecombe County, North Carolina, on February 7, 1808, and graduated with honors from the University of North Carolina in 1826. Although Clark studied law and was admitted to the bar, he rarely practiced and instead spent most of his time managing the family’s extensive landholdings and slaves in North Carolina, Alabama, and Tennessee.

After briefly serving as Edgecombe County clerk of court, in 1850 Clark was elected to the North Carolina Senate. A staunch Democrat and a member of the planter class, he nonetheless supported internal improvements. Elected Speaker of the North Carolina Senate in 1858, he was holding that post when Governor John W. Ellis fell ill in June 1861. In accordance with state law, Clark assumed the duties of governor. When Ellis died on July 7, Clark formally succeeded to the governorship. He held that position until September 1862.

Clark, who supported secession, devoted most of his energy to preparing North Carolina for war: securing soldiers and matériel for the war effort, constructing defenses along its long exposed Atlantic coastline, and establishing both a prison and an important gunpowder mill.

Citizens of eastern North Carolina rather unfairly blamed Clark for the successful Union military efforts along the coast, and Clark did not stand for election at the end of his term. Zebulon B. Vance succeeded him as governor. Clark remained active in Democratic Party politics at the local level and subsequently served one term as a state senator during 1866–1867. Clark died at his home near Tarboro, North Carolina, on April 14, 1874.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Ellis, John Willis; North Carolina; Vance, Zebulon Baird

Further Reading

Barrett, John G. The Civil War in North Carolina. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1963.

Johnston, Frontis, ed. Zebulon B. Vance Letters, 1843–1862. 1963.

Poteat, R. Matthew. Henry Toole Clark: Civil War Governor of North Carolina. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2009.

_______________________

Clark, John Bullock, Jr.

Birth Date: January 14, 1831

Death Date: September 7, 1903

Confederate officer. John Bullock Clark Jr. was born on January 14, 1831, in Fayette, Missouri. Educated in local schools and the Fayette Academy, he spent two years at the University of Missouri before studying law at Harvard, from which he graduated in 1854. He then opened a legal practice in Fayette.

In the spring of 1861, Clark secured a lieutenant’s commission in the Missouri State Guard. He quickly rose to captain and then major in the 6th Missouri Infantry Regiment, seeing action at the Battles of Carthage (July 5, 1861) and Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861).

Advanced to colonel by the end of 1861, Clark led a brigade of Missouri troops during the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), where his performance was commended by Major General Thomas Hindman. Clark and his men were absorbed into the Confederate Army in November 1862. Clark remained chiefly in Missouri and Arkansas in Hindman’s command and was advanced to brigadier general on March 6, 1864.

After his promotion, Clark served under Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke in Missouri, where Clark led a cavalry brigade and participated in Major General Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). Clark finished out the war commanding a cavalry division in the Trans-Mississippi theater.

Postbellum, Clark resumed his law practice in Fayette before being elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served from 1873 to 1883. He remained in Washington after he left office and practiced law before dying in the city on September 7, 1903.
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Class Conflict, North and South

Like most large conflicts, the Civil War could be categorized as a rich man’s war and a poor man’s fight. Indeed, the social and economic conditions of the mid-19th century made the Civil War strikingly so. In the South, the dominant slaveholding planter class, citing threats to the existing order, drove the secession movement, while Northern industrialists, fearful of losing access to cheap Southern resources and lucrative markets, led the push to restore the Union, by force if necessary. But few elites North or South would bear the burden of fighting the deadliest war in American history. This reality was not lost on the poor white population of the South or the exploited industrial laborers and farm boys of the North who would do most of the fighting, which added to the class resentment that had been brewing for years. During the war years, both Union and Confederate leaders fostered images of people united in support of their country’s noble war effort that emphasized nationalism and patriotism, when in fact class conflict hampered the ability of each side to prosecute the war.

In the South, planter elites controlled and co-opted poor whites and nonslaveholders with a combination of racial fear and political and economic coercion. Despite being the majority, nonslaveholders harbored deep concerns about slave revolts and even economic competition should abolition occur. This largely kept the vast majority of white Southerners in obedience to the planter aristocracy in every slave state. Even in states with strong antislavery regions such as Virginia and Tennessee, the planter class mustered enough political and economic clout to hold sway, but deep concerns among the planter class over a Southern-based white abolition movement contributed to the rigid defense of slavery that led to secession and war. By the late 1850s, those concerns seemed to be quite valid. In his important work The Impending Crisis of the South, published in 1857, Hinton Rowan Helper, a white North Carolinian, blamed slavery for retarding progress in the South and impoverishing nonslaveholding white Southerners. In so doing he sounded the call of class struggle: “Too long have we yielded a submissive obedience to the tyrannical domination of an inflated oligarchy.” Hinton, though, while favoring the abolition of slavery, harbored the same racist beliefs that impeded the attack on slavery and the slaveholding planter class. He did not support comprehensive emancipation but instead supported abolition of slavery along with the forced resettlement out of the South of all black people.

Class conflict also emerged in the form of resistance to immediate secession. Nonslaveholders generally did not support secession. It is believed that prior to the attack on Fort Sumter and the beginning of the Civil War, the majority of Southerners did not support secession. Still, in the wake of Abraham Lincoln’s victory in the November 1860 presidential election, planter-dominated state conventions quickly pushed through secession ordinances in seven Deep South states, virtually ensuring an armed conflict that would be fought largely by poor whites.

In the increasingly industrialized North, class conflict had been mounting as workers fought a losing battle for better wages and improved working conditions with the capitalist elites, who dominated the Northern economy and political process much the way planters did in the South. Strikes and other forms of protest had yielded few positive results, as factory owners could rely on local, state, and even federal assistance in breaking strikes, often violently. As with white Southerners, Northern workers largely opposed abolition, fearing competition for jobs and depressed wages. Even as the secession crisis unfolded, Northern workers were more concerned with improving their own lots to gather much enthusiasm for saving the Union.

Once joined, the war itself intensified the class struggles in both the North and the South. The firing on Fort Sumter certainly inflamed the passions of most Northerners and inspired a wave of patriotic nationalism that would bring forth thousands of volunteers mostly from the lower echelons of society, including Irish and German immigrants, who overwhelming favored the Union cause. In the Confederacy and loyal slaveholding states, Lincoln’s call for volunteers to suppress the rebellion temporarily galvanized the white population as Southerners enthusiastically embraced the call to arms. Patriotism ran high among elite and laboring classes alike in the North and the South, which both industrialists and planters exploited to quell resentment and promote production or war service. Once the initial enthusiasm wore off and the bloody reality of civil war set in, prewar class struggles found new expression.

In the Confederacy, the planter class became for many an enemy within. Most planters did little to discourage the resentment. Of course, some notable planters and political elites joined the army, but most came to embody the very real problems that plagued the Southern effort from the start. The Confederacy did not have sufficient numbers of white men to meet the war’s insatiable appetite. The South did not grow enough food. The caste system in the South, which the government explicitly embraced, created rifts and resentment that severely hampered the war effort. Class privilege was written into the April 1862 Confederate Conscription Act, which in addition to providing for a military draft also exempted planters who owned 20 or more slaves and included provisions that allowed draftees to hire a substitute or pay a commutation fee, both of which were too expensive for poor whites but allowed elites to avoid fighting by purchasing their way out of the war, inviting the familiar refrain “Rich Man’s War, Poor Man’s Fight.” Slavery and the plantation economy of the South were blamed by many for discouraging foreign immigration, which had proven to be such a boon for the Union war effort.

As food shortages quickly became acute in much of the South, planters came under increasing criticism for continuing to grow cotton instead of food, for selling sustenance crops to speculators for a high return, and for continuing to live opulent lifestyles while most white Southerners suffered. Indeed, although planters were required by the government to provide food, many simply ignored the law or produced far less than required. Small farmers, especially nonslaveholders, were hit disproportionately hard by government impressment of food supplies and livestock, or in-kind taxation. Resentment toward elites and the government that favored them intensified with the war and was manifested in many ways. Because the war placed such a heavy burden on the Southern male population, women were left to run farms and businesses and care for families with little means of support and often an acute scarcity of food. Women frequently resorted to theft and violence. Food riots became common throughout the South, most famously the so-called Richmond Bread Riot of 1863.

Word of the hardships faced on the home front compelled soldiers to desert by the thousands or to avoid induction to remain near home and family. Often deserters formed roaming bands that targeted government agents and the affluent or raided government stores. Late in the war, desertion reached appalling levels, as did crime and nonmilitary violence. Dissatisfaction and class conflict were also reflected in the thousands of white Southerners who joined the Union Army during the war. Ultimately, class conflict in the South proved quite detrimental, becoming a not inconsiderable factor in the Confederate defeat, one that would be wiped away in the postwar Lost Cause rhetoric.

Class conflict in the North was not as pervasive or as disruptive as it was in the South. Local, state, and national leaders managed to channel resentments into the political process by promoting patriotism and encouraging support for the war effort. But class struggle continued, as did resentment, especially when demands for higher productivity led to unsafe conditions, longer hours, and relatively lower wages while company profits soared. When workers did protest or strike, as did railway employees in New York and coal miners in Pennsylvania, industrialists and government leaders had no reservations about using violence or simply replacing entire workforces. The combination of nationalistic appeal and the threat of violence generally worked to undermine labor.

Northerners also decried the rich man’s war. The United States passed its own conscription acts beginning in March 1863, which like the Confederate laws allowed drafted men to hire substitutes or pay a $300 commutation fee, amounts that most in the laboring class simply could not afford. While a number of wealthy and prominent men willingly served, these measures allowed scions of the rich and powerful, including future captains of industry, to avoid the fighting. This so-called class legislation created a good deal of resentment in the North, which antiwar Democrats sought unsuccessfully to exploit. The conscription act came as a second major blow to many poor workers. Already reeling from the Emancipation Proclamation, which went into effect in January 1863, transforming the war to restore the Union into a crusade to end slavery, some workers believed that conscription forced them to fight for something in which they did not believe. Poor workers, particularly Irish Americans and recent immigrants, viewed emancipation as a direct economic and social threat, believing that free black men would displace them in the workforce or would in theory be willing to work for less and thus would drive down wages. Anger and frustration boiled over in July when the conscription act went into effect. New York City witnessed one of the most unsavory episodes of the war, the so-called Draft Riots, which more accurately could be described as race and class riots. Probably between 150 and 200 people died, and property damages exceeded $1.5 million.

While the North was more successful in dealing with class conflict, its heavy-handed approach to dissent left a lasting impression on the working poor. And while desertion was not as significant a problem in the Union as it was in the Confederacy, desertion was heavy and reflected many class-based resentments. But like writers in the South, Northerners crafted a patriotic narrative for the war years that emphasized unity, purpose, and military heroism. In reality, the class conflicts of the era only intensified in the North as industrial capitalism cemented its control of the American economy. In the former Confederacy, the wartime disruptions went largely ignored once the old order was restored and the planter aristocracy sans slavery regained control.
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Clay, Cassius Marcellus

Birth Date: October 19, 1810

Death Date: July 22, 1903

Union officer and U.S. minister to Russia. Cassius Marcellus Clay was born in Madison County, Kentucky, on October 19, 1810, the son of Green Clay, one of Kentucky’s wealthiest planters and slave owners. The younger Clay’s cousin was famed Whig politician Henry Clay; another cousin was Clement Comer Clay, who served as governor of Alabama. After attending Centre College (Kentucky), Cassius Clay graduated from Yale College in 1832, having already earned a reputation as an impetuous hothead.

While Clay was a student at Yale, he heard noted abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison deliver a speech against slavery and was smitten with the growing abolitionist movement, although initially he favored a more gradualist process over the more radical approach espoused by Garrison. Despite his wealth and ties to slavery, Clay returned to Kentucky in 1832 believing that slavery should eventually be abolished, a position that did not sit well among his Kentucky contemporaries.

After briefly studying law, Clay opted for a political career, successfully running for the state legislature in 1834 as a Whig. He began serving in 1835 and was defeated in 1840, largely because of his increasingly militant stand against slavery, frequent outbursts, and arguments with political adversaries. In 1844 he campaigned actively for his cousin Henry Clay during the latter’s unsuccessful presidential run against Democrat James K. Polk. The following year, Cassius Clay began publishing an abolitionist newspaper titled True American, which brought death threats. Not soon after, the newspaper offices were ransacked by an angry mob.

Rather than give in to the violence, Clay shifted publication to Cincinnati, Ohio. During the early 1840s as his antislavery stance shifted to a more militant posture, he had frequent run-ins with opponents. He was involved in several duels and reportedly disfigured a man’s face with a bowie knife.

Not surprisingly, Clay opposed Texas annexation, fearing that it would lead to the spread of slavery. Nevertheless, he volunteered for service when the Mexican-American War began in 1846, believing that military service would bolster his political aspirations and abolitionist platform. Clay took a commission as a captain of a Kentucky volunteer cavalry company. On January 23, 1847, Clay and his entire patrol were surrounded and taken prisoner at La Encarnacíon because Clay had failed to post sentries before he and his men fell asleep. Clay and his men were later exchanged and fought in subsequent engagements.

Clay returned to his home state in 1848 and two years later left the Whig Party to run unsuccessfully for the Kentucky governorship on an antislavery platform. He later helped found Berea College and joined the new Republican Party, becoming a close friend of Abraham Lincoln. In 1860 Clay was one of the top candidates to run as Lincoln’s vice president.

In 1861, newly elected President Lincoln dispatched Clay to Russia as the U.S. minister. Within a year Clay had returned to the United States and was offered a commission as a major general of volunteers in the Union Army. He would not accept the commission unless Lincoln issued an emancipation proclamation. Lincoln then sent Clay on a fact-finding mission to gauge public support for the issuance of an emancipation proclamation. When Clay returned to Washington, Lincoln issued the proclamation soon thereafter, but by now Clay was uninterested in becoming a Union general. He nevertheless took partial credit for the Emancipation Proclamation. In 1863 he returned to Russia as minister, remaining there until 1869.

Upon his return, Clay surmised that Republican Reconstruction efforts had gone far astray of Lincoln’s vision, so he left the Republican Party. In 1872 Clay was among the disaffected Republicans who founded the short-lived Liberal Republican faction that put Horace Greeley on that year’s presidential ticket. Greeley was crushed by incumbent president Ulysses S. Grant. In the 1876 and 1880 presidential elections, Clay actively supported Democratic candidates, but in 1884 he returned to the Republican fold. Clay died at Whitehall, Kentucky, on July 22, 1903.
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Clay, Clement Claiborne, Jr.

Birth Date: December 13, 1816

Death Date: January 3, 1882

Confederate senator. Clement Claiborne Clay Jr. was born on December 13, 1816, in Huntsville, Alabama. His father was a prominent planter, lawyer, and politician. Graduating from the University of Alabama in 1834, Clement Jr. earned his law degree from the University of Virginia in 1839 and went into law and politics. In 1853 Alabama sent him to the U.S. Senate, where he was known for his moderate Southern rights views. His speech during the debate on Kansas statehood in which he stressed constitutional support of slavery received national attention. During his time in the Senate, Clay became friends with Jefferson Davis. Clay resigned his seat in January 1861, following Alabama’s secession.

In February 1861 Clay declined appointment as Confederate secretary of war, citing poor health. He devoted most of 1861 to restoring his health and finances. He was elected to the Confederate Senate in November 1861 and took his seat in February 1862. In Richmond, Clay frequented the executive mansion and often joined President Davis for breakfast. In Congress, Clay supported the president’s policies, but Davis’s penchant for alienating even his closest friends and advisers perplexed and frustrated Clay. Clay’s opposition to a pay increase for soldiers in addition to the growing war weariness in Alabama led to his defeat in 1863. He left office in February 1864. Davis posted him to Canada as a secret Confederate envoy later that same month.

Almost all of Clay’s efforts in Canada were frustrated, and in July 1864 the putative Niagara Falls Peace Conference came to nothing. He and a group of Confederate agents did, however, plot action against the Union, including the October 19, 1864, raid on St. Albans, Vermont. The raiders were caught, however, and Clay was implicated in the theft of $200,000 and the death of one of the townspeople. As a result, he was expelled from Canada.

Clay returned to the Confederacy in February 1865. He then traveled through Georgia and South Carolina and arrived in Richmond on April 2, just as the government was evacuating the city. On May 10 Clay learned that he had been charged in the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln. Clay surrendered to federal authorities and was imprisoned at Fort Monroe from May 22, 1865, to April 18, 1866, when he was released after the assassination charges were dropped. Clay died in Huntsville on January 3, 1882.
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Clay, Henry

Birth Date: April 12, 1777

Death Date: June 29, 1852

U.S. congressman, senator, and secretary of state. Henry Clay was born on April 12, 1777, in Hanover County, Virginia. He studied law at the College of William and Mary and was admitted to the bar in 1797. That same year he relocated to Lexington, Kentucky, where he quickly earned a reputation as a stellar lawyer and orator.

Clay entered politics in 1803, successfully running for a seat in the Kentucky General Assembly, where he became a prominent member. His fine work led to two brief appointments as Kentucky’s junior U.S. senator, the first lasting from 1806 to 1807 and the second lasting from 1810 to 1811. In 1811 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, when he became the only freshman congressman in history—before or since—who was immediately elected to the top post of Speaker of the House. He served three nonconsecutive terms as House Speaker: 1811–1814, 1815–1820, and 1823–1825. In Congress, Clay became renowned for his oratorical skills and ability to seek accommodation from both sides of the aisle; indeed, he became known as the “Great Compromiser.” Clay was among the so-called War Hawks who championed war with Great Britain prior to the War of 1812.
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Henry Clay of Kentucky had a long and distinguished political career. First elected to Congress in 1811, he championed war with Britain. He was later secretary of state, and in 1831 was elected a senator. Clay feared that slavery would lead to strife, and he brokered both the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and the Compromise of 1850, which only postponed civil war. (Library of Congress)

Clay remained in the House until 1825. In 1820 when tensions arose over the extension of slavery into the Missouri Territory, he helped broker the Missouri Compromise. In 1825 Clay became secretary of state in the John Quincy Adams administration and held that position until 1829.

In 1831 Clay ran successfully for the U.S. Senate, quickly becoming one of its most influential members. Almost immediately, he was thrust into action when he helped arrange a workable compromise that ended the Nullification Crisis and lowered the 1828 Protective Tariff, which had set off the donnybrook. In 1832 Clay ran against Andrew Jackson for the presidency but lost by a large margin. Again in 1844 Clay made a run for the presidency on the Whig ticket but lost to Democrat James K. Polk. Clay opposed adding Texas as a state because he feared that this would risk war with Mexico, which he believed would be a mistake, and because it would inflame sectional tensions over the slavery issue.

Although he had left the Senate in 1842, Clay was adamantly opposed to the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and offered repeated public criticisms of it. Having brokered the Missouri Compromise nearly two decades before, Clay knew that the issue of the expansion of slavery into newly won territories would soon plunge the nation into crisis, a prognostication that proved quite prescient.

Clay returned to the U.S. Senate, taking his seat in March 1849. His last great act as a legislator came in the Compromise of 1850, which once again temporarily deferred the slavery question and postponed sectional crisis and civil war. Clay died in Washington, D.C., on June 29, 1852. He is considered one of the greatest legislators in American history and is among the “Great Triumvirate,” which included John C. Calhoun and Daniel Webster.
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Clay-Clopton, Virginia

Birth Date: January 16, 1825

Death Date: January 23, 1915

Socialite, suffragist, and memoirist. Virginia Clay-Clopton was born Virginia Tunstall on January 16, 1825, in Nash County, North Carolina. Raised chiefly in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, she graduated from Nashville’s Female Academy in 1840 and married Clement Claiborne Clay Jr. in 1843. She then moved to Huntsville, where her husband’s family resided.

Self-absorbed and exclusive in her friendships, Virginia Clay became active in Alabama’s elite social circles, and when her husband became a U.S. senator in 1853, she moved to Washington, D.C., and was immediately conspicuous in high society there as well. She cultivated close social relationships with President Franklin Pierce as well as Jefferson and Varina Davis, among others.

When Alabama seceded from the Union in early 1861, Virginia’s husband, a staunch states’ rights advocate, resigned his Senate seat. The couple returned to Huntsville. Later that year, Clement Clay was elected to the Confederate Senate, and Virginia joined him for a time in Richmond. There too she became a leading socialite and was a frequent guest at the Jefferson Davis home. She did little to help or promote the war effort, instead spending her energies on maintaining her social status and connections. After President Abraham Lincoln’s April 1865 assassination, Senator Clay was implicated as a coconspirator and jailed at Virginia’s Fort Monroe. Virginia Clay then engaged in a tireless campaign to exonerate him, and he was finally released from prison in April 1866. No charges were ever brought against him.

Much of Clay’s wealth had been lost during the war, but Virginia worked diligently to secure loans that helped the family recover financially. By the 1870s, she had become active in Democratic Party politics and carried the burden of managing her family’s affairs when her husband became ill. Clay died in 1882, and in 1887 Virginia married David Clopton, an Alabama Supreme Court justice, after which she hyphenated her name. Clay-Clopton remained engaged in politics and soon took up the mantle of women’s suffrage. From 1896 to 1900, she was the president of the Alabama Equal Suffrage Association.

Around 1900, Clay-Clopton began writing her memoir in an effort to preserve Confederate history and to detail her own role. Her memoir, A Belle of the Fifties, was published in 1904 and covered the era from her childhood through the Civil War. The memoir continues to provide insights into the lives of Southern elites and offers a vivid picture of how women’s lives were changed as a result of the Civil War. Clay-Clopton died in Madison County, Alabama, on January 23, 1915.
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Clayton, Henry Delamar

Birth Date: March 7, 1827

Death Date: October 13, 1889

Confederate officer. Henry Delamar Clayton was born on March 7, 1827, in Pulaski County, Georgia, and graduated from Emory and Henry College in 1848. He subsequently studied law; opened a practice in Clayton, Alabama; and held a seat in the Alabama legislature (1857–1861). In early 1861 he joined a local militia unit but was soon placed in charge of Alabama troops. In March 1861 Clayton left that post when he became colonel of the 1st Alabama Infantry Regiment, which he commanded for some 10 months. In January 1862 he returned to Alabama and organized the 39th Alabama Infantry, serving as its colonel.

Clayton’s regiment provided effective service during General Braxton Bragg’s Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). Clayton was badly wounded at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). He was advanced to brigadier general on April 4, 1863, and participated in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863).

Commanding five Alabama infantry regiments and an artillery battery at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Clayton was again wounded. His command suffered high casualties of nearly 45 percent. Clayton also saw action at the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863), where his command again sustained heavy casualties.

Clayton’s next major actions occurred during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864); meanwhile, he was promoted to major general on July 7, 1864, and assumed command of a division. Late that same year, he participated in General John Bell Hood’s failed incursion into Tennessee, and during the Confederate withdrawal from Nashville in December 1864, Clayton helped orchestrate a successful rearguard action that earned praise from Hood. In early 1865 Clayton commanded two brigades in North Carolina in the attempt to halt the Union offensive there. He surrendered at Durham Station, North Carolina, on April 26, 1865.

After the war, Clayton returned to his law practice. He was elected an Alabama circuit court judge in 1866 but was soon removed from that post by the Reconstruction government. Elected again in 1874 and 1880, he left the bench for an unsuccessful gubernatorial run in 1886. Later that year he was named president of the University of Alabama, a post he held until his death on October 13, 1889, in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.
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Clayton, Powell

Birth Date: August 7, 1833

Death Date: August 25, 1914

Union officer and Reconstruction governor of Arkansas. Powell Clayton was born on August 7, 1833, in Bethel Township, Pennsylvania, and attended the Partridge Military Academy in Bristol, Pennsylvania. He then studied civil engineering in Delaware before moving to Leavenworth, Kansas, where he was involved in land speculation and survey work. He later became engaged in Republican politics and was elected Leavenworth’s city engineer in 1860.

On May 29, 1861, Clayton enlisted in federal service as the captain of Company E in the 1st Kansas Infantry Regiment. He saw action in the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861). Promoted to lieutenant colonel of the 5th Kansas Cavalry on December 18, 1861, he was made colonel of the unit on March 7, 1862. In July 1862 his unit was dispatched to Helena, Arkansas, where it fought Confederate guerrillas and was heavily engaged during the Battle of Helena (July 4, 1863). During August and September, Clayton helped Union forces take Little Rock, which fell on September 10.

In early October 1863, Clayton took command of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, which had bountiful cotton stockpiles and had been threatened by Confederate partisans. On October 25 Confederate brigadier general John S. Marmaduke attacked Pine Bluff, but Clayton employed his outnumbered men skillfully and held the town. Clayton remained at Pine Bluff until war’s end, engaging in numerous skirmishes with guerrillas. He also took part in the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864). On August 1, 1864, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers, and on August 24, 1865, he mustered out of the service.

Postbellum, Clayton made his home in Arkansas, where he had bought a plantation near Pine Bluff in early 1865. He soon became involved in the state’s Republican Party, and on July 2, 1868, he was sworn into office as governor of Arkansas, a post he held until 1871. In spite of the divisive politics of Arkansas and great resistance to Reconstruction policies, Clayton’s tenure was a productive one. Among other accomplishments, he helped establish what would later become the University of Arkansas.

Defeated for reelection in 1871, Clayton practiced law in Little Rock and moved to Eureka Springs in 1882, where he engaged in numerous business pursuits. In 1897 President William McKinley appointed Clayton U.S. minister to Mexico; when that post was elevated to an embassy, Clayton continued on as ambassador until 1905. He died on August 25, 1914, in Washington, D.C.
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Cleburne, Patrick Ronayne

Birth Date: March 17, 1828

Death Date: November 30, 1864

Confederate officer. Born in County Cork, Ireland, on March 17, 1828, Patrick Ronayne Cleburne was orphaned at age 15. He sought to follow his father into the medical profession but failed the entrance exam to Trinity College of Medicine in 1846 and then served for 3 years in the British Army’s 41st Regiment of Foot, rising to corporal. After purchasing his discharge, he immigrated to America with his siblings in 1849.

Cleburne first lived in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he became an apothecary. He then moved to Helena, Arkansas, and pursued the same profession. Taking up the study of law, he became a successful lawyer. He also formed a business relationship with future Confederate major general Thomas C. Hindman, and the two purchased a newspaper. On May 24, 1856, he and Hindman were both shot and wounded, Cleburne in the back, during a street fight following a political debate. Cleburne shot and killed his assailant before collapsing. Following his recovery, he was exonerated of all charges in the incident.
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Portrait of Major General Patrick Ronayne Cleburne, considered one of the most capable Confederate field commanders of the war. Cleburne was killed while leading his division in the Battle of Franklin on November 30, 1864. (Library of Congress)

In January 1861, Cleburne joined the local Arkansas Militia company and was soon elected its captain, leading it in the seizure of the Little Rock Arsenal. He then helped to raise and was elected colonel of the 1st Arkansas Militia on July 23. That unit mustered into Confederate service, with Cleburne remaining its colonel, as the 15th Arkansas Infantry on October 15. He commanded the 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, Army of Central Kentucky, Department No. 2, from October 1861 to March 29, 1862.

Appointed brigadier general in the Confederate Army on March 4, 1862, Cleburne commanded the 2nd Brigade, III Corps, Army of Mississippi, from March to August, fighting in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7) and during the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30). Taking part in the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26), during the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30) in Kentucky he was wounded by a ball in the cheek that carried away some teeth. Cleburne was again wounded, this time in the ankle, during the Battle of Perryville (October 8).

Appointed major general to rank from December 13, Cleburne was thus one of only two foreign-born officers to hold this rank in Confederate service and was soon recognized as a superb combat commander. Commanding the 1st Division of II Corps in the Army of Tennessee, in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) he routed the Union right wing. Cleburne also saw combat in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and fought at Chickamauga (September 19–20) and in the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November). During the Battle of Wauhatchie (October 28–29), his division conducted a rare night assault and then distinguished itself in the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25). During the Battle of Ringgold Gap (November 27), his division defended Tunnel Hill, protecting the Confederate withdrawal. For this action, his division received the Thanks of Congress.

Although Cleburne strongly supported the Southern cause, he was indifferent regarding the issue of slavery, and during the winter of 1863–1864 he proposed the abolition of slavery in a “reasonable time” and proposed that slaves be recruited into the army on promise of freedom to provide for the manpower needs of the Confederacy. This proposal, put forth in a circular, was rejected by the Confederate government until the end of the war. Cleburne continued to command his division and briefly a corps during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864).

Cleburne also took part in General John Bell Hood’s foray into middle Tennessee. At the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), Cleburne was hit in the abdomen and died at the forefront of his division, the senior of six Confederate generals killed in the futile Confederate assaults on the Union lines. Cleburne was certainly one of the most popular Confederate division commanders of the war, known as the “Stonewall of the West,” and his death was widely lamented in the South.
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Clem, John Lincoln

Birth Date: August 13, 1851

Death Date: May 13, 1937

Young Union soldier. John “Johnny Shiloh” Lincoln Clem was born on August 13, 1851, in Newark, Ohio, and ran away from home in late April 1861 to enlist in the army. Turned away by the 3rd Ohio Infantry Regiment because of his age, he next tried to persuade the commander of the 22nd Michigan Infantry Regiment to take him on. The colonel refused, but Clem stole away with the outfit and soon became its unofficial drummer. He was not officially in Union service, but officers pooled their money, and he soon began receiving a standard soldier’s pay of $13 per month.

During the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Clem earned fame when a war correspondent reported that his drum had been demolished by a Confederate artillery shell. Clem soon became known as “Johnny Shiloh.” There is considerable controversy to this day as to whether or not Clem was actually at Shiloh, however. He continued on with the 22nd Michigan and was eventually enrolled as a musician private. He earned far greater celebrity during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), when he shot a Confederate soldier who was pursuing him. Just before Clem fired his specially sized musket, the Confederate had yelled “Surrender, you damned little Yankee!” When the incident became known, the North embraced Clem as the “Drummer Boy of Chickamauga.”

For the remainder of the war Clem stayed on as a drummer, an errand boy, a courier, and occasionally a soldier. He received two wounds during the conflict. After the war, he attempted—unsuccessfully—to secure a spot at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. After appealing personally to President Ulysses S. Grant, Clem was offered a commission as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army, which he promptly accepted on December 18, 1871. By 1903, he had risen to the rank of colonel and was the assistant quartermaster general. He retired in 1916 as a major general. Clem died in San Antonio, Texas, on May 13, 1937.
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Clingman, Thomas Lanier

Birth Date: July 27, 1812

Death Date: November 3, 1897

Confederate officer. Thomas Lanier Clingman was born on July 27, 1812, in Huntersville, North Carolina. He graduated from the University of North Carolina in 1832 and then studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1834. As a Whig, he ran successfully for a seat in the North Carolina House of Commons, and in 1840 he became a state senator. Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1842, he served from 1843 to 1845 and again from 1847 to 1858, during which time he became a Democrat. In 1858 he resigned his House seat to take a vacant seat in the U.S. Senate, where he blocked attempts to reach a compromise between North and South. In 1861 he was elected to a full term in the Senate, although he served only a few months.

In the spring of 1861, Clingman accepted a colonel’s commission and took command of the 25th North Carolina Infantry Regiment. He spent much of the war in North and South Carolina and saw only limited action. On May 17, 1862, Clingman was promoted to brigadier general, and in the late winter of 1864 he was ordered to Virginia, where he saw combat at the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864) and at the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). He also led a brigade during the early portions of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). During action along the Weldon & Petersburg Railroad in August 1864, Clingman sustained a wound that kept him from field command until early 1865. Returning to North Carolina, he surrendered with General Joseph Johnston’s command in April.

Postbellum, Clingman attempted to reclaim his old U.S. Senate seat but was barred from doing so. He then resumed a law practice. Clingman died on November 3, 1897, in Morgantown, North Carolina.
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Cloyd’s Mountain, Battle of

Event Date: May 9, 1864

Engagement during the Union offensives in Virginia during the spring of 1864. The action at Cloyd’s Mountain in southwestern Virginia was prompted by Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s strategy for a multifront simultaneous Union spring offensive. In the eastern theater, several separate operations were slated for Virginia alone. Grant would accompany Major General George Meade’s 100,000-man Army of the Potomac, assembling at Culpeper for a drive south to Richmond. At the same time, Major General Benjamin Butler’s 36,000-man Army of the James was to march up the south bank of the James and cut off General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia from the lower South. In the western part of the state, Major General Franz Sigel at Winchester would lead 6,500 men up the Shenandoah Valley, while Brigadier General William W. Averell would take some 2,000 cavalry east from West Virginia via Lewisburg to Saltville in Wythe County to destroy the valuable saltworks there. Brigadier General George Crook would move his three brigades across the Blue Ridge Mountains to attack the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad and destroy vital Confederate stores at Dublin Depot. Finally, Colonel Thomas M. Harris would make a demonstration from Beverly. If all went well, Sigel, Crook, and Averell would join together in the vicinity of Staunton or even Lynchburg.

Offensive operations commenced at the end of April. On April 29 Crook led 6,135 men in three brigades under Colonels Carr B. White, Rutherford B. Hayes (future U.S. president), and Horatio G. Sickel into the Allegheny Mountains. Rain and snowstorms turned the area’s poor roads into quagmires. Nonetheless, Crook made steady progress across the Alleghenies and into southwestern Virginia toward his objective of the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad.

On May 9 some five miles north of Dublin Depot in Pulaski County, Crook’s men ran into a patchwork Confederate defensive force under Brigadier General Albert G. Jenkins. Jenkins commanded about 2,400 troops, including both regular Virginia infantry regiments and local militia, supported by 10 artillery pieces. Jenkins had selected a defensive position on high, heavily wooded bluffs close to Cloyd’s Mountain and some five miles north of Dublin Depot.

In the Battle of Cloyd’s Mountain (or Cloyd’s Farm as it is also known) on May 9, superior Union resources carried the day. Crook first sent White’s brigade to turn the Confederate right, while the two remaining Union brigades deployed for a frontal attack across a small creek and meadow. White’s attack at 11:00 a.m. opened the battle, but the advancing Union troops came under heavy Confederate fire and were halted. Crook then dismounted and personally led the Union troops in the center. Sickel’s brigade attacked but was driven back, only to re-form and rejoin the fight with the remaining Union brigade, ably led by Hayes. Recklessly exposing himself, Crook rallied his men. The battle was hard-fought in hand-to-hand combat, but when White’s men on the Confederate right finally broke through, the Confederate lines at last collapsed. Jenkins, wounded, was among the prisoners. In the battle, the Union side suffered 688 casualties and the Confederates 538. Nonetheless, the Southerners lost twice the number of the Northern troops in terms of percentage of force.

Crook then went on to burn the New River Railroad Bridge. Learning of Grant’s troubles in the Battle of the Wilderness, however, Crook broke off the raid on May 11.

General Jenkins’s wound required amputation of his arm. He had begun to recover when an attendant knocked off a ligature, and Jenkins bled to death before a surgeon could be called. Colonel John A. McCausland, commander of the 26th Virginia Regiment, succeeded him.
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Cluseret, Gustave Paul

Birth Date: June 13, 1823

Death Date: August 22, 1900

Union officer. Gustave Paul Cluseret was born in Suresnes, Hauts-de-Seine, France, on June 13, 1823. He attended the French military academy of St. Cyr and was an officer in the Garde Mobile during the French Revolution of 1848. For his role in suppressing the June Days (June 23–26, 1848), he was made a chevalier of the Legion of Honor. Temporarily retired when Louis Napoleon Bonaparte was elected president, Cluseret was soon reinstated. He served in Algeria during the ongoing French pacification there and also fought in the Crimean War (1854–1856), during which he was promoted to captain in 1855.

Cluseret resigned his commission in 1858. He joined Italian nationalist leader Giuseppe Garibaldi as commander of his French Legion of the Red Shirts in 1860 and was wounded in the Siege of Capura. In 1861 Cluseret resigned to travel to America and fight for the Union in the Civil War.

Arriving in the United States in January 1862, on March 10 Cluseret was commissioned a colonel and appointed an aide-de-camp to commander of the Army of the Potomac Major General George B. McClellan. In May, Cluseret joined the staff of Major General John C. Frémont in the Mountain Department. Given command of a brigade, Cluseret distinguished himself in the Battle of Cross Keys (June 8, 1862), for which he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers, to date from October 14, 1862. The appointment was never confirmed, however.

Cluseret was under arrest in January 1863. The charges against him are unknown, but he resigned his commission on March 2. In 1864 he was editing the New Nation, a weekly newspaper in New York. He strongly opposed the renomination of Abraham Lincoln as the Republican candidate for president, advancing John C. Frémont instead. Cluseret returned to Europe in 1867 and soon was wanted by the British government for his support of both the Fenian Brotherhood in Ireland and social revolution in Britain. Jailed by the French government of Emperor Napoleon III for inflammatory newspaper articles, Cluseret was then released to leave France on the claim that he was a naturalized American citizen.

Declaring himself a socialist, Cluseret returned to France after the collapse of the Second Empire in September 1870 and was elected a member of the Commune of Paris. Arrested by that body on a false charge of treason, he was released when the Commune was crushed by troops loyal to the Third Republic. He then escaped from France.

Cluseret did not return to France until 1884. Four years later he was elected to the French national Chamber of Deputies, representing Toulon. He wrote several books, including Mémoires du Général Cluseret (1887). Cluseret died near Hyères, Department of the Var, on August 22, 1900.
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Coal

Combustible fossil fuel that contains large amounts of carbon. The first record of coal in the United States appears in a map of the Illinois River area in 1673–1674. In 1701 Virginia settlers discovered coal along the James River at present-day Richmond, Virginia. The Richmond Basin was North America’s first major coalfield, and commercial production of coal soon commenced there. Coal also came to be mined along the Monongahela River near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and along the upper Potomac River in present-day West Virginia. Coal was used to fire ironworks manufacturing cannon, shot, shell, and other war materials during the Revolutionary War. Abundant supplies of wood and the difficulty of coal extraction, coupled with the need for agricultural labor, diminished its importance early in American history, but with the growth of cities, demand for coal grew.

By 1814, coal was being used to heat salt brines to provide salt, essential for preserving meat. In 1816, Baltimore, Maryland, commenced the use of combustible coal gas for street lamps, and by the 1830s coal was being utilized in glass manufacturing in Pennsylvania.

The production of coal received its greatest impetus from the introduction of steam-powered ships and trains. James Watt developed the first practical steam engine in Britain in the 1770s. Coal-fired stationary steam engines soon ran machinery in the new factories, which could now be located independent of a supply of falling water for power, while other steam engines drove locomotives and ships. The first American steam locomotive on a commercial common-carrier railroad, the Tom Thumb of 1830 on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, burned coal. The introduction of the steam shovel in 1839 proved a great boon to the extraction of coal in surface strip mining.

Anthracite (hard coal or stone coal), which has a higher carbon content and burns cleaner, was thus the preferred fuel in cities. Bituminous (or soft coal) came to be employed in railway locomotives and stationary steam engines.

Pennsylvania’s anthracite fields made Pittsburgh the center of the coal industry. By 1840, coal production reached some 2.5 million tons, with anthracite coal constituting by far the greatest percentage. By the time of the Civil War, at least 20 states had important coal industries. Production nationwide soared from about 8.4 million tons in 1850 to some 40 million tons in 1870. The most important antebellum development in the coal industry was the use of anthracite coal in the hot blast technique of iron making.

The demand for coal grew dramatically in the course of the Civil War. Coal powered the machines and fueled the forges and mills that produced weapons, ammunition, railroads, and ironclad ships for both sides. As a consequence of demand, by 1864 the real (inflation-adjusted) price of coal increased by 45 percent over its 1860 level. Production, meanwhile, grew from 12 million tons in 1860 to more than 24 million tons by 1865. To add to production from the Richmond Basin, the Confederacy opened new coalfields in North Carolina and Alabama. Increased demand in the North also led to the construction of rail lines to new coalfields in Illinois, Maryland, and Ohio.

The March 9, 1862, clash between USS Monitor and CSS Virginia, history’s first clash of ironclad ships, was also the first naval engagement in which the combatants were fueled entirely by coal. In addition, the Confederates secretly developed an explosive device, known as a coal torpedo, that resembled a lump of coal and would explode in the heat of the furnace. These could be secreted in Union coal supplies. Such a device may have been responsible for the destruction of the steamer Sultana with great loss of life on April 27, 1865, at the end of the war.

The 1870s saw a major surge in coal demand. With the rise in the iron and steel business, coal production increased by 300 percent during the 1870s and early 1880s. Railroad mileage, which drove the coal-dependent iron and steel industries, doubled between 1865 and 1873. Steel production, which used significant quantities of coke, increased from 19,643 tons in 1867 to 198,796 tons by 1873. By 1870, coal was responsible for 90 percent of the thermal fuel used by consumers, businesses, and industry in the United States, becoming a necessity of American life.
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Coal Torpedo

Confederate sabotage device. Designed in 1864 by Thomas Edgeworth Courtenay to explode steam-powered machinery boilers aboard ships, the coal torpedo was a hollow fist-sized iron shell cast from pieces of coal and filled with four ounces of gunpowder. The shells were manufactured in the artillery shell shop in Richmond, Virginia. Completed castings were loaded with gunpowder, sealed with a threaded plug, and coated with a mixture of pitch and beeswax and then with bits of coal. They were placed in coal depots for ships or smuggled on board vessels. When shoveled into the firebox by unsuspecting firemen, the coal torpedo exploded, rupturing the ship’s boilers and scattering burning coals around the fire room.

In early 1864, Courtenay obtained the approval of Confederate president Jefferson Davis to enlist a Secret Service Corps of 25 men to distribute his devices among Union coal supplies, targeting vessels and steam-powered property chartered by Union forces. Courtenay held a volunteer’s commission as a captain on the staff of Major General Sterling Price, an old Missouri friend, but received no official salary for his service. Instead, he was to be reimbursed for up to 50 percent of the value of property destroyed.

Because the coal torpedo was largely a stealth weapon, secreted in coal supplies, the actual amount of damage done to property and vessels is uncertain. Major General Benjamin Butler’s headquarters ship, the Greyhound, was destroyed by a coal torpedo probably smuggled aboard by a group of rough-looking men discovered and put ashore shortly before an explosion and fire that burned the steamer to the waterline. Courtenay also claimed credit for serious damage done to the new U.S. gunboat Chenango as it departed New York Harbor. In December 1864, Confederate agents from Canada attempted to destroy the main U.S. arsenal at Springfield, Massachusetts, by hiding a coal torpedo fitted with a time fuse under the main stairway. A watchman discovered it before the fuse was ignited, but the agents escaped.

By war’s end, Courtenay had gone to England to escape charges of war crimes, directing activities by mail through partners still in the United States. Although Confederate-sanctioned use of the coal torpedo ceased at war’s end, it may have claimed a final group of victims. Robert Loudon, a known Confederate agent, claimed that he carried one on board the steamer Sultana as it was returning former Union prisoners to freedom, causing the boiler explosion and fire that took more than 1,700 lives on April 27, 1865.
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Cobb, Howell

Birth Date: September 17, 1815

Death Date: October 9, 1868

Georgia politician and Confederate officer. Howell Cobb was born on September 17, 1815, in Jefferson County, Georgia, but was raised in Athens, Georgia. He graduated from the University of Georgia in 1834, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1836.

Cobb served as solicitor general of the Georgia Western Judicial Circuit and then entered Congress as a representative in 1843, serving until 1851. From 1849 to 1851, he was Speaker of the House. In Congress, he was an avid supporter of expansionism. Cobb became governor of Georgia in 1851, holding the office until 1853. He was once more elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from 1855 to 1857.
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Former Georgia governor Howell Cobb was U.S. secretary of the treasury and fought to preserve the Union in the volatile years before the Civil War. He is remembered chiefly for his abrupt decision to support secession upon the election of Abraham Lincoln. Cobb then fought in the Civil War as a Confederate major general. (Library of Congress)

A close friend and confidant of President James Buchanan, Cobb cut short his tenure as Speaker of the House to serve as Buchanan’s secretary of the treasury beginning in March 1857. Cobb served until December 1860. By the late 1850s he had become a pro-Union Democrat, having in fact staunchly defended the Compromise of 1850. Cobb was considered a moderate Southerner, and he tried diligently to advance compromise as a way to mitigate secessionist sentiments. However, Abraham Lincoln’s November 1860 election to the presidency forced Cobb’s resignation from government service, and he ended up embracing secession.

In February 1861 when delegates from the seceded states of South Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, and Florida gathered at Montgomery, Alabama, to form the Confederate States of America, Cobb presided over the convention. From February 4, the opening day of the convention, until February 17, Cobb was Speaker of the Provisional Confederate Congress, making him the de facto head of the government until the election of Jefferson Davis as the Confederacy’s president. Cobb lent considerable aid to the drafting of the Confederate Constitution until he resigned and joined the Confederate Army.

Cobb helped organize the 16th Georgia Infantry and was elected its colonel. Assigned command of a brigade, he was dispatched to Yorktown, Virginia. Promoted to brigadier general in February 1862, Cobb ably led his men during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). He saw action at the Battle of Crampton’s Gap (September 14, 1862) and at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). The following month, Cobb left the Army of Northern Virginia to command the District of Middle Florida.

Cobb was advanced to major general on September 9, 1863, and given command of the District of Georgia and Florida. Upon his suggestion, a major prisoner-of-war camp was erected at Andersonville in southern Georgia under his supervision. In 1864 when Union forces under Major General William T. Sherman invaded Georgia and besieged Atlanta, Cobb was in command of Georgia’s reserve corps. After Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and triumphal arrival in Savannah in December, Cobb was dispatched to Alabama to oppose Union brigadier general James H. Wilson’s raid that was designed to destroy Southern manufacturing facilities, arsenals, and supply depots. The Confederate defenses did not hold, however. Cobb surrendered on April 20, 1865, in Macon, Georgia.

After the war, Cobb practiced law in Georgia. He gave a number of speeches and wrote editorials that slammed the Radical Republicans’ Reconstruction agenda. Cobb died in New York City on October 9, 1868. His brother, Thomas R. R. Cobb, also served the Confederacy and was killed at the First Battle of Fredericksburg.
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Cobb, Thomas Reade Rootes

Birth Date: April 10, 1823

Death Date: December 13, 1862

Confederate officer. Thomas Reade Rootes Cobb was born on April 10, 1823, in Jefferson County, Georgia. A graduate of Franklin College (University of Georgia), he was admitted to the bar in 1842 and began a distinguished legal career. From 1849 until 1857, he was a reporter for the Georgia Supreme Court. In the meantime, he managed to publish multiple volumes of Georgia Supreme Court cases as well as a digest of Georgia laws. By the late 1850s, Cobb was a well-respected and recognized authority on Georgia constitutional law.

Unlike his Unionist brother, former Georgia governor Howell Cobb, Thomas Cobb was an avowed secessionist. He urged secession at the Georgia Secession Convention and was immediately elected to the Provisional Confederate Congress, where he helped craft the Confederate Constitution.

In the late spring of 1861, Cobb left Congress to raise a regiment of Georgians, known as Cobb’s Legion. He was commissioned a colonel on August 28 and given charge of the regiment, despite his lack of military experience. The legion saw duty in North Carolina and in Virginia as part of the Army of Northern Virginia and was heavily engaged at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where it suffered high casualties.

Cobb was advanced to brigadier general on November 1, 1862, and given command of his brother’s former brigade in Major General Lafayette McLaw’s division. Late on the afternoon of December 13, 1862, during the First Battle of Fredericksburg, Cobb was severely wounded in the leg. He died a short time later in a makeshift hospital near the battlefield.
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Cobb’s Legion

Confederate Army unit. Cobb’s Legion was formed in the summer of 1861 by the charismatic but controversial Thomas R. R. Cobb, a Confederate congressman who was disenchanted with his political role and critical of the Confederate war effort. Although he lacked military training, Cobb decided to recruit fellow Georgians into military service and install himself as commander. Cobb organized his unit as a legion, a mixed force of infantry, cavalry, and artillery. While such a formation was well suited to operate independently, a legion was difficult to incorporate into larger military formations. In the past, the elements of legions had often been separated and condensed into larger units to better utilize their troops, and that, over Cobb’s protests, was the ultimate fate of his legion.

On August 1, 1861, Cobb’s Legion assembled near Richmond, Virginia, with Cobb, who had resigned from Congress, as its colonel. The legion was immediately separated, with the artillery sent first to western Virginia and later to Goldsboro, North Carolina. The legion’s infantry and cavalry were assigned to the Army of the Potomac (later the Army of Northern Virginia). They first saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). In the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), the infantry fought effectively, while the legion’s cavalry performed well under Brigadier General J. E. B. Stuart. The legion’s infantry continued to perform with distinction at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of Crampton’s Gap (September 14), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17).

On November 1, 1862, Cobb was promoted to brigadier general, and thereafter the legion’s infantry was commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Luther Glenn. The following month, the legion, in Cobb’s brigade, participated in the defense of Fredericksburg, Virginia. The unit was posted at the base of Marye’s Heights, where Cobb was mortally wounded during the fighting on December 13. On June 9, 1863, the legion cavalry took part in the Battle of Brandy Station in Virginia, for which the unit was cited for bravery. The cavalry also served under Stuart during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863).

Without Cobb’s presence, the legion was eventually assimilated into larger units. The cavalry was permanently assigned to Stuart, while the infantry was placed under the command of Brigadier General William T. Wofford. As part of Wofford’s brigade, the soldiers of Cobb’s Legion participated in the Battles of Knoxville (November 29, 1863) and the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).
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Coburn, Abner

Birth Date: March 22, 1803

Death Date: January 4, 1885

Governor of Maine. Abner Coburn was born on March 22, 1803, in Canaan (present-day Skowhegan), Maine, to a prominent and well-to-do family. He attended a local academy but did not have any higher education. He worked as a farmer, teacher, and surveyor before joining his father’s lucrative land development and lumber company. By the mid-1800s, the Coburns were the largest landholders in Maine. In the late 1840s Coburn branched out into railroads, and by 1854 he was president of the Maine Central. He also won three one-year terms to the Maine House of Representatives (1838, 1840, 1844) as a Whig. In the early 1850s, he was one of the founders of the Republican Party in Maine, and in 1860 he ran unsuccessfully for governor as a Republican.

After securing his party’s nomination for governor in 1862, Coburn was elected governor by a narrow margin and took office in 1863. He prided himself on managing Maine’s government in a businesslike manner that catered to the needs of the state as a whole rather than the narrow interests of a few. Coburn supported the Abraham Lincoln administration’s war policies and tried to cooperate with the federal government whenever possible. He lost his reelection bid, however, to War Democrat Samuel Cony and left office in early 1864. Many believed that Coburn’s lack of political savvy may have torpedoed his reelection effort.

After leaving office, Coburn did not seek or hold any other elective offices but instead concentrated his efforts on his myriad business and philanthropic interests. He served as a bank president and a railroad executive and worked exhaustively to improve education in the state. Coburn donated substantial sums of money to Colby College and to the University of Maine before dying on January 4, 1885, in Skowhegan.
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Cocke, Philip St. George

Birth Date: April 17, 1809

Death Date: December 26, 1861

Confederate officer. Born into one of the oldest and most prominent of Virginia’s families at Bremo Bluff (Fluvanna County), Virginia, on April 17, 1809, Philip St. George Cocke graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1832. He served in the artillery before resigning his commission in 1834 to become a planter. His practice of scientific agriculture brought him both fame and prosperity.

In the wake of John Brown’s 1859 Harpers Ferry Raid, Cocke organized and sponsored the Powhatan Troop, a volunteer cavalry company whose men promptly elected him their commander. In April 1861 before the troop took the field, he was commissioned a brigadier general by the Commonwealth of Virginia and assigned to organize the defenses of the northern part of the state east of the Blue Ridge Mountains.


When Virginia joined the Confederacy, its army was integrated with that of the Confederacy, and its officers were assigned new ranks in the Confederate Army. In this process Cocke was reduced to colonel, replaced as commander of the sector, and given command of a regiment and then a brigade. As a brigade commander he performed well at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), playing a key role in the establishment of the defensive line and in shifting that line to meet the Union flanking attack.

Following that battle, Cocke’s mental health deteriorated rapidly. Not even his promotion to Confederate brigadier general on October 21, 1861, eased what he regarded as his humiliation over his prior demotion. He was sent to his home in Powhatan County, Virginia, to recover, but on the evening of December 26, 1861, he shot himself to death.

THOMAS LYNWOOD POWERS

See also

Bull Run, First Battle of; Harpers Ferry, Virginia, John Brown’s Raid on

Further Reading

Couture, Richard T. Powhatan County: A Bicentennial History. Richmond, VA: Dietz, 1980.

Evans, Clement A. Confederate Military History, Vol. 3, Virginia. Atlanta: Confederate Publishing, 1899.

_______________________

Cockrell, Francis Marion

Birth Date: October 1, 1834

Death Date: December 13, 1915

Confederate officer. Francis Marion Cockrell was born on October 1, 1834, in Warrensburg, Missouri. Graduating from Chapel Hill College in 1853, he studied law. Cockrell was admitted to the Missouri bar in 1855 and established a practice in Warrensburg.

In May 1861, Cockrell enlisted in the Missouri State Guard as a private, quickly gaining promotion to lieutenant and captain. He fought in the Battles of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861) and Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862). In May 1862 Cockrell was promoted to lieutenant colonel of the 2nd Missouri Regiment, and six weeks later he was made colonel of the regiment. He played a conspicuous part in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and showed great bravery at the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863), where his regiment made a desperate charge against the Federals. He was wounded in the hand during the Second Vicksburg Campaign, one of six wounds he would receive during the war. He was surrendered and paroled with the rest of Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton’s army when Vicksburg fell.

Exchanged, Cockrell was promoted to brigadier general on July 18, 1863. He led his brigade through the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and was with General John Bell Hood during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). Cockrell was severely wounded at Franklin. After returning to duty, he was assigned to the defense of Mobile. Cockrell was captured at Fort Blakely, Alabama, on April 9, 1865, when that fortification was stormed by Union forces. Paroled on May 14, 1865, he returned home to Warrensburg to resume his law practice.

In 1874 Cockrell was elected to the U.S. Senate, serving from 1875 until 1905. President Theodore Roosevelt appointed Cockrell to the Interstate Commerce Commission that same year, and he was instrumental in establishing the border between Texas and the New Mexico Territory. In 1912 he was named director of ordnance for the War Department, a position he held until his death. Cockrell died in Washington, D.C., on December 13, 1915.
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Coffeeville, Battle of

Event Date: December 5, 1862

Minor engagement in Mississippi during the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862). The Battle of Coffeeville was part of Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s first campaign to capture Vicksburg. In late 1862, Grant assembled more than 36,000 men around Grand Junction, Tennessee. He planned to strike south into Mississippi, capture the state capital at Jackson, and then advance on the major Confederate stronghold of Vicksburg on the Mississippi River.

Departing Grand Junction, the Federals crossed into Mississippi, where Grant eventually occupied the town of Holly Springs, a significant Confederate rail center. There he established a major supply depot designed to support his subsequent operations into the heart of the state. Leaving behind at Holly Springs a guard force of a few hundred men, Grant proceeded southward with the bulk of his army to engage the Confederate forces defending Vicksburg under Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton.

As Grant’s invasion of Mississippi progressed, a good deal of skirmishing took place, primarily between the cavalry of the two sides. One such engagement occurred on December 5, 1862, near the town of Coffeeville between Union cavalry under Colonel T. Lyle Dickey and a mixed force of Confederate cavalry and infantry led by Brigadier General Lloyd Tilghman and Major General Mansfield Lovell. The Confederates ambushed the Union cavalry, which at the time was strung out in a long line of pursuit. The fighting lasted from about 4:00 p.m. until dark, with the Confederates driving off Dickey’s men. The Federals suffered 10 killed, 63 wounded, and 43 captured; the Confederates reported 7 killed and 43 wounded. Reports vary as to how many soldiers took an active role in the engagement, with estimates ranging from around 1,500 to 2,500 men on each side.

A relatively minor skirmish, the Battle of Coffeeville had long-term repercussions. It slowed Grant’s pursuit of Confederate forces and, coupled with a successful Confederate attack less than three weeks later on Grant’s supply depot at Holly Springs, helped end the first major Union attempt to capture Vicksburg.
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Coffin, Charles Carleton

Birth Date: July 26, 1823

Death Date: March 2, 1896

Journalist, war correspondent, and writer. Charles Carleton Coffin was born on July 26, 1823, in Boscawen, New Hampshire. Possessing only a partial secondary education, he was a farmer and surveyor before getting into newspaper work in 1853, when he took a job with the Boston Atlas. After serving as its assistant editor (1856–1857), he worked as a reporter for the Boston Journal from 1857 to early 1861. He was visiting Washington, D.C., when the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) occurred. Hoping to cover the engagement and sell the story to the Journal, he hurried to the battlefield and was among the first journalists to report on the fight. His timeliness earned him reinstatement to the Journal staff, and for the next four years he covered many of the Civil War’s key battles and events.

Often writing under his middle name (Carleton), Coffin was renowned for his ability to scoop other war correspondents. He also became known for his human-interest stories, which garnered him as many readers as did his straight combat coverage. By 1864 he had a national reputation, and numerous papers began printing his stories. He covered such important battles as Antietam (September 17, 1862), Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), and the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Union naval attack on Charleston (April 7, 1863) as well as Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address (November 19, 1863) and the flag-raising ceremony at Fort Sumter in 1865.

After the war, Coffin spent much of his time traveling the world and writing. He wrote 8 books based on his Civil War experiences, 11 children’s books, and 2 novels and gave some 2,000 lectures. He also served in the Massachusetts House of Representatives and won a term in the Massachusetts Senate. Coffin died on March 2, 1896, in Boston.
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Cold Harbor, Battle of

Start Date: May 31, 1864

End Date: June 12, 1864

Costly Union defeat during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant accompanied Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac in the field as it dueled with Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in an effort to capture the Confederate capital of Richmond. Beginning on May 28, 1864, Grant had endeavored to outflank Lee to the southeast, but Lee had moved faster than expected, established defensive positions, and rebuffed Grant in the Battle of Totopotomoy Creek (also known as the Battle of Bethesda Church and the Battle of Hanovertown) (May 28–30, 1864). Again Grant ordered a flanking maneuver south, this time toward the town of Cold Harbor in Hanover County northeast of Richmond, Virginia, in an effort to turn Lee’s right flank.

Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864)



	 
	Union
	Confederacy 



	Force strength, approximate
	108,000
	59,000



	Killed
	1,844
	83



	Wounded
	9,077
	3,380



	Captured or missing
	1,816
	1,132
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Depiction of the Union frontal assault of June 3, 1864, during the Battle of Cold Harbor in Virginia (May 31–June 12). Union general-in-chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant ordered a mistaken frontal assault of the Confederate lines that cost the attackers some 7,000 casualties. (Library of Congress)

On May 31 Union major general Philip H. Sheridan, commanding the Army of the Potomac’s cavalry corps of three divisions with 10,000 men, seized the key crossroads of Old Cold Harbor, some 10 miles northeast of Richmond. Armed with Spencer repeating carbines and having thrown up shallow earthworks, on June 1 the cavalrymen were able to hold their position against attacking Confederate infantry. That same day, reinforcements arrived from both Totopotomoy Creek and Richmond to bolster the Confederate lines, and later that same day the Union VI and XVIII Corps also arrived at Cold Harbor. Union attacks that day against the entrenched Confederates west of the crossroads enjoyed limited success.

By June 2, both armies were fully in place. Grant fielded some 108,000 men, while Lee, reinforced by 14,000 men drawn from the Shenandoah Valley and from operations along the James River, commanded some 59,000 troops. The lines extended over some seven miles of low ridgelines from Totopotomoy Creek on the north to the Chickahominy River to the south. Meade and Grant both believed that a concentrated attack on some portion of the Confederate line would be successful. Meanwhile, Lee took advantage of the delay to strengthen his earthen and log defenses.

Beginning at 4:30 a.m. on June 3, Grant hurled three corps—II Corps, commanded by Major General Winfield S. Hancock, and XVIII Corps, under Major General William F. “Baldy” Smith, followed by IX Corps, under Major General Ambrose Burnside—in frontal assaults against the southern portion of the Confederate entrenchments, held by Major General Richard H. Anderson’s I Corps and a division under Major General John C. Breckinridge. Within a matter of minutes, the Federals suffered some 7,000 casualties in the most lopsided Union casualties since the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). In his memoirs, Grant admitted that he had made a major mistake in ordering the attack.

The two armies continued to confront one another until June 12, when Grant ordered yet another effort to flank Lee’s line to the southeast, marching to the James River and crossing it on June 14–15 by boat and then pontoon bridges in order to threaten Petersburg, south of Richmond.

[image: image]

Cold Harbor was one of the bloodiest battles of the war. Casualty estimates vary widely, but the numbers of dead, wounded, and prisoners/missing were probably on the order of some 13,000 for the Union to 4,600 for the Confederates.
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Colfax, Schuyler, Jr.

Birth Date: March 23, 1823

Death Date: January 13, 1885

Republican politician, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives, and vice president of the United States. Schuyler Colfax Jr. was born on March 23, 1823, in New York City four months after his father, Schuyler Colfax Sr., a bank teller, had died. The younger Colfax attended public school in New York City until 1833, when he withdrew from school to work as a clerk to help support his mother. In 1836 his mother remarried, and the family moved to New Carlisle, Indiana. In 1839 Colfax began to send articles about Indiana politics to Horace Greeley’s pro-Whig newspaper, the New York Tribune. In 1841 Colfax’s stepfather, who had been elected county auditor of South Bend, Indiana, hired Colfax as his deputy. In 1842 Colfax was made editor of the pro-Whig South Bend Free Press. By 1845, he purchased the South Bend Free Press and renamed it the St. Joseph Valley Register. Colfax’s political editorials drew a wide audience and encouraged his political ambitions.

Colfax sought unsuccessfully to amend the Indiana Constitution to allow African Americans to settle in Indiana and purchase land. In 1851 he was narrowly defeated for a congressional seat by a Democrat. In 1854, annoyed by the disintegration of the Whig Party, he once again ran for Congress and was elected to the Thirty-fourth Congress. He was subsequently elected to Congress six more times. Antislavery Whigs such as Colfax were instrumental in the formation of the Republican Party. Colfax argued that the institution of slavery was a potential threat to the civil liberties of whites. Following the 1862 congressional elections in which Speaker of the House Galusha Grow lost his seat, House Republicans, notwithstanding President Abraham Lincoln’s preference for a more moderate Republican, elected Colfax as Speaker. Although his relations with Lincoln were cordial, the president privately regarded Colfax as an untrustworthy schemer.

Colfax was a powerful orator. Nevertheless, his role in Congress was still primarily ceremonial. The most powerful person in the House was Pennsylvanian Thaddeus Stevens, the Radical Republican chair of the important Appropriations Committee. Colfax, however, was able to establish a strong working relationship with newspaper reporters and editors. By 1864, he considered himself a potential Republican candidate for president in the 1868 elections. Although he was comfortable with Radical Republicans, his speeches frequently reflected a moderate viewpoint. On April 14, 1865, Colfax declined Lincoln’s invitation to attend a play at Ford’s Theatre. Before departing on a fact-finding tour of the western states, Colfax spent the night in the room where Lincoln died after being shot by John Wilkes Booth.

Colfax initially supported a lenient Reconstruction plan for the Southern states. President Andrew Johnson’s antipathy toward moderate Republican reforms such as the Freedman’s Bureau, however, convinced many Republicans, including Colfax, to support the Radical Republican Military Reconstruction Plan for the Southern states. Colfax supported the impeachment of Johnson in 1868 and was able to maintain party solidarity against Johnson in the House.

In 1868 Republicans nominated Colfax to be Ulysses S. Grant’s running mate in the upcoming presidential elections. Colfax was the first Speaker of the House ever elected vice president. Colfax never enjoyed a close relationship with Grant. In addition, Colfax’s relationship with the press corps became strained. In 1872 Republicans chose Henry Wilson to be Grant’s running mate.

As the presidential elections approached, the New York Sun began to investigate Crédit Mobilier, a finance company created to underwrite construction of the Union Pacific Railroad. Because the railroad depended on federal support, politicians who received undue profits were scrutinized in the press. Colfax had become connected to the scandal when he accepted railroad stocks from his friend, Representative Oakes Ames, in 1868. Colfax, however, never paid for the stocks outright. He used his inflated dividends to pay for the stocks and lied to the public about profiting from the railroad stocks, which tarnished his reputation and ruined his political career.

In 1873 Colfax retired to his home in South Bend and frequently lectured on his activities in Lincoln’s White House during the Civil War. On January 13, 1885, while on his way to a speaking engagement in Iowa, Colfax died of a heart attack in a train station in Mankato, Minnesota.
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Collins, Napoleon

Birth Date: March 4, 1814

Death Date: August 9, 1875

Union naval officer. Napoleon Collins was born in Pennsylvania on March 4, 1814, and received a midshipman’s warrant on January 2, 1834. He was promoted to passed midshipman on July 16, 1846; to master on August 15, 1846; and to lieutenant on November 6, 1846. He saw service in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) in the sloop Decatur.

Assigned to the Atlantic Blockading Squadron at the start of the Civil War, Collins participated in the Union capture of Port Royal, South Carolina, on November 7, 1861. Promoted to commander on July 16, 1862, he assumed command of the side-wheeler double-ender gunboat Octorara. Stationed in the West Indies, he took 12 prizes off the Bahamas from November 1862 to June 1863. His capture of the British schooner Mont Blanc caused a minor diplomatic flap, although a U.S. prize court upheld his action, claiming that he had “probable cause” to detain the ship.

Despite some censure of his action, the controversial Collins enjoyed the support of Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, who rewarded him with command of the screw sloop Wachusett and ordered him to the waters off Brazil to search for Confederate commerce raiders. In early October, Collins happened on CSS Florida, undergoing repairs at Bahia, Brazil. International law prohibited Collins from engaging the Confederate ship in a neutral harbor, but the Confederate ship was much faster than his own vessel, and Collins feared that it would escape. When he put the matter to his officers, they voted in favor of an attempt to destroy the ship in the harbor.

Early on the morning of October 7, 1863, the Wachusett steamed toward the Florida and rammed it. The blow damaged but did not sink the raider. The Wachusett then opened fire. Most of the Florida’s crewmen were ashore, and none of its guns were loaded. Lieutenant Thomas K. Porter, in temporary command, was forced to surrender his ship. The Wachusett then towed the Florida to sea, and a prize crew sailed it to the United States.

This time Collins faced a court of inquiry. Responding to a strong protest from the Brazilian government, Washington agreed to return the Florida, then at anchor off Newport News, Virginia, to Brazil. Before this could be accomplished, however, the Florida was accidentally rammed by the army transport Alliance. Nine days later on November 28, 1864, its pumps having mysteriously stopped working, the Florida sank at anchor.

Although U.S. authorities privately approved of his actions in engaging the Florida, Collins was found guilty of a violation of international law and sentenced to be dismissed from the navy. Welles refused to accept this ruling and instead secured Collins’s promotion to captain on July 25, 1866.

Collins again faced charges when his ship, the screw sloop Sacramento, went aground at the mouth of the Godavari River in India on June 19, 1867, and became a total loss. Suspended until March 1869, Collins was then assigned as a lighthouse inspector. He was promoted to commodore on January 19, 1871, and to rear admiral on August 9, 1874, when he assumed command of the South Pacific Squadron. Collins died at Callao, Peru, on August 9, 1875.
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Colorado Territory

Federal territory organized on February 28, 1861. The Colorado Territory, which encompassed 104,091 square miles and had the same borders as the present-day state of Colorado, was bordered by Wyoming and Nebraska to the north, New Mexico and Indian Territory (Oklahoma) to the south, Kansas to the east, and Utah to the west. The Colorado Territory was sparsely populated, with only 34,200 people living there according to the 1860 census. There was also a sizable population of Native Americans. The territory was overwhelmingly rural and had only a few small towns; besides mining, the state contributed virtually nothing to the war effort in terms of industry. There was some limited agriculture in the less mountainous regions in the eastern part of the territory.

The territory was home to both Union and Confederate sympathizers, and its newly discovered mineral riches and proximity to routes linking eastern and western states made it a major prize for both factions. Early on, however, Governor William Gilpin declared the territory’s loyalty to the Union. In response to a call for volunteers, some 4,900 Coloradans served in six volunteer regiments, at various times configured into three infantry and three cavalry. There was also a light artillery battery from Colorado. The 1st Regiment of Colorado Volunteer Infantry was formed in August 1861, and the 2nd Colorado Infantry was formed in 1862 from four existing independent volunteer companies. In November 1862, the 1st Colorado Cavalry was formed from the 1st Infantry and elements of the 2nd Infantry Regiment. This action was taken to increase the troops’ effectiveness in fighting highly mobile Indian tribes. The 3rd Colorado Infantry, formed in the autumn of 1862, when combined with the remainder of the 2nd Infantry became the 2nd Colorado Cavalry in November 1863. Finally, the 3rd Cavalry was raised in the summer of 1864. Perhaps as many as 4,500 men also volunteered for Confederate service, but they were never organized into homogenous units.

The Union units participated in several military actions against Confederate forces; most notably, units of the 1st and 2nd Colorado Infantry fought in the Battle of Glorieta Pass (March 26–28, 1862) in New Mexico. This engagement forced the retreat of Confederate forces into Texas and ended their campaign to occupy New Mexico. Also significant were the actions of the 2nd Colorado Cavalry. In January 1864 the unit was ordered to the Missouri-Kansas border to defend against guerrilla attacks into Kansas by Confederate bushwhackers based in Missouri. The 2nd Cavalry also fought in numerous battles that repulsed Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864).

Because most federal troops had been withdrawn from duty on the frontier to serve in the East, a significant portion of the volunteer operations consisted of actions against Indian tribes. In this regard, the most serious engagements occurred in 1864, when the 1st and 3rd Colorado Cavalry Regiments operated against the Cheyennes and Arapahos. The turmoil began in April 1864 and peaked with the Sand Creek Massacre (November 29, 1864), in which volunteers under Colonel John M. Chivington killed some 200 peaceful Native Americans, most of them women and children. Indian retaliatory attacks began in January 1865 and lasted through the end of the war and the subsequent disestablishment of the volunteer regiments. According to Colorado historical records, 8 officers, 20 sergeants, 20 corporals, and 230 privates lost their lives while in service as Colorado volunteers.
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Colquitt, Alfred Holt

Birth Date: April 20, 1824

Death Date: March 26, 1894

Confederate officer. Alfred Holt Colquitt was born in Walton County, Georgia, on April 20, 1824. He graduated from the College of New Jersey (Princeton) in 1844 and was admitted to the Georgia bar in 1846. Colquitt served as a staff officer during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), rising to the rank of major. After the war he resumed his law practice, and in 1849 he was elected to the Georgia Senate. In 1852 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served one term.

When the Civil War began in the spring of 1861, Colquitt secured a commission as a captain in the 6th Georgia Infantry Regiment; he was elected its colonel in May 1861. He led his regiment during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and on September 1, 1862, was promoted to brigadier general in Major General Thomas J. Jackson’s corps of the Army of Northern Virginia. Colquitt then led his brigade at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He was then transferred south to assist in the defense of Charleston, South Carolina. Colquitt distinguished himself at the Battle of Olustee (February 20, 1864) in Florida before returning to Virginia to take part in the defense of Petersburg. Late in 1864 he was transferred to North Carolina, where he took part in the defense of Fort Fisher (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865). His brigade later became part of General Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee and fought at the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865) before surrendering on April 26, 1865.

Following the war, Colquitt resumed his law practice and in 1876 was elected to the first of two terms as governor of Georgia. In 1883 he was elected to the U.S. Senate, where he served until his death in Washington, D.C., on March 26, 1894.
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Colston, Raleigh Edward

Birth Date: October 21, 1825

Death Date: July 29, 1896

Confederate officer. Raleigh Edward Colston was born on October 21, 1825, in Paris, France. In 1842 he was sent to the United States to live with an uncle in western Virginia. After graduating from the Virginia Military Institute in 1846, Colston was an instructor in French there until 1861. He was commissioned colonel of the 16th Virginia Infantry Regiment in the spring of 1861 and was advanced to brigadier general on December 24, 1861. Colston saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was conspicuous at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862). He was criticized, however, for his performance at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). Soon thereafter, Colston became quite ill and was on sick leave until early 1863.

In April 1863, Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson tapped Colston to lead a brigade under him, but within weeks Jackson gave Colston a divisional command that had been vacated by Major General Isaac Trimble, who had been sidelined by a severe wound. Colston led his division during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) but stumbled badly on the third day of combat, essentially losing control of his men and being unable to bring forth all of his brigades. In fairness, three of Colston’s brigades were led by inexperienced and untested commanders, but the damage to Colston’s career was irreparable. On May 20 General Robert E. Lee stripped Colston of his divisional command.

During the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), Colston served under General P. G. T. Beauregard and finished the war as commander at Lynchburg. Postbellum, Colston opened a military school in North Carolina, served in the Egyptian Army as a colonel (1873–1879), and worked as a clerk in the War Department during 1882–1894. Colston died on July 29, 1896, in the Confederate Soldiers’ Home in Richmond, Virginia.
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Colt, Samuel

Birth Date: July 19, 1814

Death Date: January 10, 1862

Inventor and industrialist. Samuel Colt was born in Hartford, Connecticut, on July 19, 1814. Indentured to a farm in Glastonbury at age 11, Colt attended school there and became fascinated by the Compendium of Knowledge, a scientific encyclopedia. This led to his decision to become an inventor and produce a firearm that could shoot multiple times without reloading.

In 1829 Colt began working in his father’s textile mill in Ware, Massachusetts, providing him access to skilled workers. He built a galvanic cell and used it to explode a charge in Lake Ware. In 1832 Colt’s father sent him to sea with the plan that he would become a sailor. On his first voyage, Colt built a model revolver, said to have been inspired by the movement of the ship’s wheel and the clutch mechanism that held it.

Returning home that same year, Colt again worked for his father, who financed the manufacture of his first two pistols. Both were failures because they had been poorly made of inferior materials. That same year, 1832, Colt applied for a patent on his revolver. He then traveled and made a modest living performing nitrous oxide (laughing gas) demonstrations. In 1835 he traveled to Britain and secured a patent for his revolver. Returning to the United States, he secured a patent for his “revolving gun” in 1836.

In 1836 Colt formed the Patent Arms Manufacturing Company in Paterson, New Jersey. Its first product was a small five-shot .28-caliber revolver, but its most famous early design was the 1838 Colt Holster Model Paterson Revolver No. 5. Better known as the Texas Paterson, it was .36 caliber, had five chambers, and came in 4- to 12-inch barrel lengths. This was the first revolving cylinder pistol in general use. Each chamber was separately loaded from the muzzle end and had its own nipple for the copper percussion cap. The drum chamber moved each time the hammer was cocked. The Mexican-American War brought an order for 1,000 of his revolvers, establishing his business. The California Gold Rush and western expansion greatly assisted the business, and his patent gave him a virtual monopoly.

Colt revolvers were adopted by both the army and the navy and saw wide service in the Mexican-American War and the American Civil War and in fighting with Native Americans in the West.

Colt did not claim to have invented the revolver, which is attributed to Elisha Collier of Boston, but greatly improved and popularized it. His was the first truly practical revolver and repeating firearm. Colt also considerably accelerated the employment of interchangeable parts in manufactured goods. In addition, he experimented with underwater mines, and tensions with Great Britain led Congress to appropriate funds for his project at the end of 1841. The next year, Colt destroyed a small ship with a mine in a demonstration for President John Tyler. Colt also developed an underwater telegraph cable to capitalize on Samuel Morse’s invention of the telegraph. In 1855 Colt completed construction of a new plant at Hartford, at the time the largest arms manufacturing facility in the world. Colt was apparently a model employer, building factory housing for his workers and mandating a 10-hour work day and a 1-hour lunch break. He also established a club for his employees where they could relax and read newspapers.

On the outbreak of the Civil War, Colt accepted a commission as a colonel from the State of Connecticut in May 1861 in the 1st Regiment Colts Revolving Rifles of Connecticut, armed with his revolving rifle. The unit never was established, however, and Colt was discharged the next month. Colt died in Hartford on January 10, 1862. At the time of his death, his estate was estimated at $15 million.

Colt’s resolute wife Elizabeth carried on the firm after his death. Probably the most famous revolver in U.S. history was the Colt .45 Peacemaker. Designed for the U.S. Army trials of 1873 and still in production, it was widely used in the American West in fighting against the American Indians. The cavalry version had a 7.5-inch barrel and was officially known as the Single Action Army Revolver, Model 1873 Six-shot Caliber .45in Colt.
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Columbia, South Carolina, Burning of

Event Date: February 17, 1865

Event during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). On February 5, 1865, Major General William T. Sherman’s 60,000-man army departed Savannah, Georgia, its ultimate objective being Goldsboro, North Carolina, 425 miles distant. Sherman’s immediate objective was the South Carolina capital city of Columbia. Union hatred for South Carolina was widespread and deep. The state had been the first to quit the Union and was the symbol of secession.

Sherman had issued strict orders governing the conduct of foragers on his march. Farm animals and food stocks could be expropriated “without limit,” but the foragers were not to commit “trespass” and were enjoined to leave each family “a reasonable portion for their maintenance.” Only corps commanders were allowed to authorize the destruction of “mills, houses, cotton gins, etc.” Still, a case can be made that Sherman encouraged his men to be especially vindictive toward the inhabitants of the state. Although acts of rape and murder were few, the troops foraged liberally on the local population, and there was much simple thievery and wanton destruction of personal property, including the wholesale burning of plantations.

Confederate general Robert E. Lee had dispatched the flamboyant South Carolina native Lieutenant General Wade Hampton to take charge at Columbia, but Hampton lacked the means to defend the city. On the night of February 15, the first Union troops reached the Congaree River across from Columbia, and the next day Union artillery commenced shelling the city as troops crossed the river on pontoon bridges. On the morning of February 17, the last of Hampton’s men departed, and Mayor Thomas Jefferson Goodwyn surrendered Columbia. Sherman ordered Major General Oliver O. Howard, commanding the Army of the Tennessee, to destroy all public buildings, manufacturing and machine shops, and railroad property but to “spare libraries, asylums, and private property.”

There was already some destruction and looting in the city as the Union troops moved in. Considerable stocks of cotton had been stored there. While it had been Confederate policy to set fire to cotton and destroy it rather than to have it fall into Union hands, insufficient wagons were available to remove it all by the time of the Union arrival. A great many bales were simply stacked in the streets. Hampton had received permission not to destroy the cotton because to do so might endanger the city, yet some civilians and some of Hampton’s men set fire to some of the cotton, and sparks from this fire set other fires.
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A photograph by George N. Barnard taken from the capitol building showing the ruins of Columbia, South Carolina. Much of the city was destroyed by fire on February 17, 1865, following its occupation by Union troops. (National Archives)

Coupled with this incendiary danger were the large stocks of liquor in the city, as many Charleston merchants had sent wine and liquor inland for safekeeping. Soon civilians had already taken advantage of this situation, and before long Union soldiers had also discovered the liquor, which loosened inhibitions. That night much of the city was ablaze, fanned by high winds. Perhaps one-third of the city was destroyed, including most of central Columbia. City fire crews attempted to fight the flames, and Howard also organized Union firefighting efforts and brought in regiments to control looters.

The burning of much of Columbia has been the source of controversy ever since, but it is clear that Sherman did not intentionally set out to destroy the city. Although he was slow to deploy troops to protect property, much of the destruction could be attributed to the chaos surrounding the Confederate evacuation, the availability of liquor, and the windy conditions. The next day, February 18, Sherman’s forces destroyed virtually anything of military value in Columbia, including its arsenals, warehouses, machine shops, and railroad depots, before moving north.
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Columbus, Kentucky

Strategic town on the Mississippi River. At the beginning of the Civil War, Kentucky declared its neutrality and warned the belligerents not to violate its territory. On September 4, 1861, Confederate major general Leonidas Polk did just that when he ordered Brigadier General Gideon Pillow to occupy Columbus and Hickman. To control the Mississippi River, Polk then constructed Fort DeRussy, mounted heavy guns, manned the fort with 13,000 troops, and stretched a chain across the river to Belmont, Missouri. Polk boasted that his fortifications constituted “the Gibraltar of the West.” Union brigadier general Ulysses S. Grant responded by securing Paducah, Kentucky, on September 6. On November 7 Grant attacked Belmont before withdrawing, and in February 1862 Grant and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote captured Forts Henry and Donelson on the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers, respectively, rendering Polk’s position at Columbus untenable. Polk abandoned Columbus on March 2. Its garrison and 140 guns were relocated to defend New Madrid, Missouri, and Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River.

Union troops held Columbus for the remainder of the war. The town became a district headquarters for the Union Army and was a staging area for the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862). Columbus also became a haven for escaped slaves from Kentucky and surrounding states. Until 1863, these contrabands, as they were called, were employed in building fortifications and unloading railroad cars and riverboats. Afterward they were organized into the 4th U.S. Heavy Artillery Regiment (Colored), which was headquartered at Columbus. The Freedmen’s Bureau also established an office to provide services for the freed slaves. Small garrisons were established in surrounding communities to protect railroad bridges and strategic crossroads, but Confederate guerrillas and Brigadier General Nathan B. Forrest’s cavalrymen routinely harassed Union patrols. The Union retained a strong military presence in Columbus until 1868.
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Commerce Raiding, Confederate

Attacks on Union shipping. A major Confederate goal at sea was the destruction of Union commerce. Secretary of the Navy Stephen Mallory and other Southern leaders hoped that a guerre de course (war against commerce) would create serious economic stress in the North and lead to pressure from business interests there for a negotiated end to the war that would bring Southern independence. Mallory had no confidence in privateers. What he wanted were regular commissioned Confederate Navy ships operating in accordance with established international law. Although only a handful of these ships actually operated during the war, they were nonetheless quite successful.

Under international law, in wartime enemy merchant ships at sea were subject to capture and confiscation. In 1861 the United States was a major maritime power, and with a relatively small navy, its commerce was vulnerable to commerce raiders. Nonetheless, the Confederates faced daunting challenges. The Union blockade rendered it hard to bring prizes into a Confederate port. Secure bases from which the commerce raiders could operate was another problem. Confederate raider captains also found themselves handicapped by foreign governments’ neutrality proclamations, which meant that there were very few places to which captured vessels might be sailed and sold. As a result, most raider captains burned the ships they took, although occasionally Union ships would also be released on bond simply to carry passengers or because a ship’s cargo belonged to a neutral nation. Bonding meant that a captain signed a paper guaranteeing to pay a set sum to the Confederate government at the end of the war, with the amount decided in condemnation procedures.

Undoubtedly the most difficult matter to resolve was securing the raiders themselves. Such ships would have to be roomy, fast, and able to operate under both sail and steam. The Confederacy lacked modern shipbuilding facilities, and its ports were under blockade. The logical source for securing the ships was Great Britain, the world’s largest and most advanced shipbuilder. Britain was appealing for another reason: its leadership was sympathetic to the South. In May 1861, Mallory dispatched two agents to Europe. He ordered serving naval officer Lieutenant James H. North to purchase or contract for the construction of ironclad warships suitable for breaking the blockade, while former U.S. Navy officer James D. Bulloch (later a commander in the Confederate Navy) was charged with procuring ships, guns, and ammunition.

Pending foreign construction, Mallory sought to outfit some ships at home. The first Confederate commerce raider to get to sea was in fact the converted steamer Habana at New Orleans. Renamed the Sumter and captained by Commander Raphael Semmes, it got to sea on June 30, 1861. Its first prize was the merchant bark Golden Rocket, taken on July 3. In all Semmes took 17 prizes in only six months. In poor repair and blockaded there by a Union warship, the Sumter was finally sold at Gibraltar in December 1862. The cost to the Confederate government of running the ship amounted to only $28,000, a figure less than the least valuable of its prizes.

[image: image]

A 19th-century artwork showing the Confederate commerce raider Florida overhauling and capturing the merchant ship Jacob Bell in the West Indies, on February 12, 1863. (Naval History and Heritage Command)

Bulloch, meanwhile, achieved considerable success in England. He and other Confederate agents ultimately contracted for 18 vessels abroad, the most successful of which were the Alabama, Florida, Shenandoah, Chickamauga, Georgia, Rappahannock, and Tallahassee. The other 11 ships either became blockade-runners, were sequestered by the British and French governments, or were not completed by the end of the war.

Advised by eminent Liverpool lawyer F. S. Hull, Bulloch was able to skirt the British Foreign Enlistment Act of 1819. It prohibited British citizens from equipping, furnishing, fitting out, or arming any vessel intended for service by foreign belligerent navies. Hull told Bulloch that construction of such a ship was not illegal in itself, whatever the intent, and that the offense lay only in the equipping of them as warships. Bulloch therefore saw to it that none of his cruisers went to sea with ordnance, small arms, or warlike stores of any kind. He secured these items separately and then shipped them to a rendezvous point in international waters, where they were then transferred to the raider.

The Florida was the first Confederate raider built in England. Under the command of Lieutenant John N. Maffitt, it made celebrated runs past the ships of a Union blockading squadron in and out of Mobile Bay. Before its capture in circumstances questionable under international law, it had taken 33 Union merchant ships and caused an estimated $4.051 million in damages. Expenses of the raider’s construction and cruises probably amounted to only $400,000.

The most famous Confederate raider was undoubtedly the Alabama, also built in England. Captained by Semmes, it sailed in all some 75,000 miles, taking 64 prizes. It also sank a Union warship, the Hatteras. Semmmes estimated that in the Sumter and Alabama he had burned $4,613,914 worth of Union shipping and cargoes and bonded others worth $562,250. Another estimate places the total Union loss at nearly $6 million. Denied access to a French Navy dockyard at Cherbourg, Semmes took the Alabama to sea, where it was sunk in battle with the U.S. Navy screw sloop Kearsarge on June 19, 1864.

The Shenandoah was another famous Confederate raider. A converted steamer designed as a troop transport and captained by Lieutenant Commander James I. Waddell, it devastated the New England whaling fleet in the Bering Sea. Finally convinced that the war was over, Waddell unshipped his guns and sailed the ship to London. The Shenandoah was the only Confederate warship to circumnavigate the globe. It took 38 Union vessels, of which Waddell burned 32. The remainder he had sent under cartel to San Francisco. Damage to Union shipping was estimated at some $1.36 million.

In all during the Civil War, Confederate commerce raiders took 257 U.S. merchant ships. This amounts to only about 5 percent of the total. Confederate commerce raiders thus barely disrupted U.S. trade. As a consequence and because demands were so pressing elsewhere, U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles staunchly resisted demands that he release more ships from blockade duty to hunt them down, thus largely thwarting one of Mallory’s goals. Nonetheless, U.S. warships deployed by the navy to hunt down the raiders cost the government some $3.325 million. In 14 months from January 1863, a total of 77 Union warships and 23 chartered vessels were employed in this effort.

The raiders did drive up insurance rates substantially, but their major effect, which was lasting, was to force a large number of U.S. vessels into permanent foreign registry. More than half of the total U.S. merchant fleet was thus permanently lost to the flag during the Civil War. Although the cruisers burned or sank 110,000 tons of shipping, another 800,000 tons were sold to foreign owners (700 ships to British firms alone), and these tended to be the best ships. Legal impediments prevented the ships from returning.

After the war the matter of the British government having allowed the fitting out of the Confederate cruisers became a major thorn in Anglo-American relations. U.S. government leaders believed that London’s policies had heartened the South and prolonged the war. Some outspoken U.S. political leaders proposed taking British Western Hemisphere possessions, including Canada, in compensation. In what came to be known as the Alabama Claims, in September 1872 an international tribunal in Geneva awarded the U.S. government $15,500,500 in damages. This settlement came to be regarded as an important step in the peaceful settlement of international disputes and a victory for the world rule of law.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Alabama, CSS; Alabama Claims; Alabama vs. Hatteras; Bulloch, James Dunwody; Florida, CSS; Kearsarge vs. Alabama; Maffitt, John Newland; Mallory, Stephen Russell; Semmes, Raphael; Shenandoah, CSS; Waddell, James Iredell; Welles, Gideon

Further Reading

Bulloch, James Dunwody. The Secret Service of the Confederate States in Europe, or How the Confederate Cruisers Were Equipped. New York: Modern Library, 2001.

Dalzell, George W. The Flight from the Flag: The Continuing Effect of the Civil War upon the American Carrying Trade. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1940.

Hearn, Chester G. Gray Raiders of the Sea: How Eight Confederate Warships Destroyed the Union’s High Seas Commerce. Camden, MN: International Marine Publishing, 1992.

Horn, Stanley F. Gallant Rebel: The Fabulous Cruise of the C.S.S. Shenandoah. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1947.

Morgan, Murray. Dixie Raider: The Saga of the C.S.S. Shenandoah. New York: Dutton, 1948.

Owsley, Frank L., Jr. The C.S.S. Florida: Her Building and Operations. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1965.

Tucker, Spencer C. Raphael Semmes and the Alabama. Abilene, TX: McWhiney Foundation Press, 1996.

_______________________

Commissary of Subsistence

Military department in charge of purchasing, storing, shipping, and distributing food to troops in the field. Each department, Union and Confederate, was to be supervised by a colonel (commissary general), with a small centrally located staff in Washington, D.C., for the Union and in Richmond for the Confederacy. There were also commissaries of subsistence in the field, usually attached to specific armies or corps. They were aided in turn by a small staff of enlisted men and at least several low-ranking officers.

In the United States, the U.S. Army Subsistence Department had existed in its current form since 1818. It contained only 12 officers in 1861, however, which was completely inadequate for the huge and protracted war that was to come. After secession, 4 Southern officers resigned, leaving the department with only 8 officers. In August 1861, Congress authorized as many as 24 officers to run the department; it was further enlarged to 29 officers in 1863. When the war began, Colonel George Gibson, who was elderly and in failing health, was commissary general. When he died in September 1861, he was replaced by Joseph P. Taylor, who was commissioned a colonel of regulars.

Taylor proved to be an excellent commissary general. He overcame frequent logistical hurdles, generally worked well with officers in the field, and was quite successful in supplying a huge army in two geographically removed theaters of war. Indeed, he performed so well that Congress promoted him to brigadier general on February 9, 1863; he was the first commissary general to become a general officer. When Taylor died on June 29, 1864, he was replaced by Amos B. Eaton, who had been assistant commissary general since September 1861. Eaton was commissioned a brigadier general, and in March 1865 he was brevetted to major general. Like his predecessor, he did an excellent job provisioning Union troops and was more than willing to permit commissary officers in the field to negotiate with local suppliers to make up for supply shortages at the company level and below. Most food supplies, however, were bought in Northern cities and shipped into the field, mainly by rail. Only flour and beef were procured locally; indeed, many armies traveled with cattle herds, which were slaughtered in the field and consumed.

Food procurement and distribution proved much harder for the Confederacy, which had to start an army subsistence department from scratch. On February 26, 1861, the Confederate Congress officially authorized the Subsistence Bureau, with Colonel Lucius B. Northrop as its chief. This proved problematic from the start, as Northrop’s prickly personality and complete inability to get along with others hamstrung Confederate subsistence efforts. In the winter of 1864, the Confederate Congress attempted to remove Northrop from office, but his close relationship with President Jefferson Davis doomed that effort.

To be fair to Northrop, however, he faced a Herculean task and nearly insurmountable obstacles. His department was chronically underfunded and understaffed, especially compared to the Union’s, with no more than eight full-time officers in Richmond and a handful of clerks. Furthermore, galloping inflation meant that his limited budgets were even more depleted, sometimes on a day-by-day basis. The Confederacy also faced general food shortages, which made procurement difficult and caused prices to go higher still. Another obstacle was the South’s paucity of rail lines, some of which fell into enemy hands during the war. Supply depots and manufacturing facilities continually came under Union control especially after 1863, which further limited Northrop’s efforts. Finally, an acute shortage of salt, used as a preservative, also hamstrung the Confederacy’s attempt to feed its armies. Under enormous pressure by early 1865, Northrop tendered his resignation on February 15. By then the Confederacy was on the verge of collapse, and his duties were performed by those already working with the Subsistence Bureau. No replacement was ever confirmed.
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Committee of Thirteen

U.S. Senate committee convened to avert a full-blown secession crisis in late 1860. On December 6, 1860, Senator Lazarus Powell (D-KY) proposed that a committee of 13 senators (from both major parties) be formed to investigate possibilities that might avert the secession crisis that had been building since Abraham Lincoln’s election as president. Powell’s resolution was debated for almost two weeks, and the committee was not officially formed until December 18, when it held its first meeting.

In addition to Powell, the 12 other committee members were Robert Hunter, Democrat from Virginia; John Crittenden, Democrat from Kentucky; William Seward, Republican from New York: Robert Toombs, Democrat from Georgia; Stephen Douglas, Democrat from Illinois; Jacob Collamer, Republican from Vermont; Jefferson Davis, Democrat from Mississippi; Benjamin Wade, Republican from Ohio; William Bigler, Democrat from Pennsylvania; Henry Rice, Democrat from Minnesota; James Doolittle, Republican from Wisconsin; and James Grimes, Republican from Iowa.

Several members of the committee, including Toombs, Davis, Douglas, and Seward, wrote compromise measures intended to diffuse the volatile sectional differences threatening to divide the nation. All of the compromises dealt in large part with safeguarding the institution of slavery in an attempt to assuage Southern fears that the federal government intended to interfere with the South’s social and economic institutions. Senator Crittenden offered a compromise that addressed all of the South’s grievances while guaranteeing the eventual dominance of the Republican Party in national politics, but it was stalled. Jefferson Davis offered a motion—later approved—stipulating that the committee could adopt no proposal without a majority vote from both Republican and Democratic members. This restriction made it virtually impossible for the committee to achieve the required majority from both parties, however.

Of the compromise proposals, Crittenden’s was the most promising but lacked the necessary support to bring it to the floor of the Senate for a vote. Being unable to rally sufficient support behind any single compromise proposal, the committee reported to the Senate on December 31 that it could not agree on a satisfactory plan of adjustment. This impasse essentially caused the dissolution of the committee. By this time, South Carolina had already voted to secede. Meanwhile, a similar committee had been formed in the House of Representatives, but it also failed to develop a compromise plan supported by a majority of its members.
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Committee of Thirty-Three

U.S. House of Representatives select committee that met from December 11, 1860, to January 14, 1861, to consider proposals to prevent disunion. The committee, consisting of one member from each state, offered little hope of averting secession. Republicans cast all the votes against forming the committee, and 16 of 22 representatives from the Deep South refused to vote at all. What is more, nearly every committee member lacked the leadership skills necessary to formulate a compromise that could attract congressional and public interest. The Republican-dominated committee contained no Northern Democrats, and most of the Southerners did not represent regional public opinion.

As the committee debated suggestions to protect Southern rights (e.g., compensation to owners of fugitive slaves and organizing territories into states through popular sovereignty), 30 Southern congressmen issued a manifesto declaring that the argument over slavery had been exhausted and that because they distrusted Republican motives, the secession crisis could not be resolved through compromise, congressional legislation, or constitutional amendments. Additional compromise measures (e.g., a constitutional amendment to protect the rights of citizens in the Southern states, the repeal of personal liberty laws, etc.) failed to break the impasse.

Convinced of the South’s determination to secede, Maryland’s Henry Winter Davis and Massachusetts’s Charles Francis Adams subsequently focused on keeping the border states in the Union. They proposed immediate statehood for New Mexico, allowing residents there to decide the issue of slavery for themselves. This demonstrated Republican willingness to accept the possibility of another slave state without abandoning opposition to the extension of slavery in subsequent territorial acquisitions. The proposal, which passed, was acceptable to the border states but repugnant to the South, which recognized that slavery would not flourish in New Mexico and believed that the measure offered no security for slavery in future territories. Adams further split the border states from the South by offering a constitutional amendment to protect slavery where it already existed and a general resolution acknowledging the outcome of the 1860 presidential election.

In its response to the committee’s final report, the House supported recommendations to repeal personal liberty laws, enforce the Fugitive Slave Act, and adopt a constitutional amendment against interference with the domestic institutions of any state, including slavery. Republicans, following Lincoln’s stance against the extension of slavery, defeated the proposal on New Mexico statehood. The House also accepted granting fugitive slaves a jury trial but opposed strengthening extradition procedures.

The Committee of Thirty-Three produced no plan to preserve the Union, but Republicans largely retained the loyalty of the border states, thereby helping limit secession as Lincoln prepared to take office.
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Committee on the Conduct of the War

Congressional committee established to support and monitor the Union war effort. The U.S. Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War (War Committee) was established officially on December 20, 1861, by the Thirty-seventh Congress to counteract a rash of Union military setbacks in the summer and autumn of 1861. Armed with the power of subpoena, the committee was given broad discretion to investigate any aspect of Northern military affairs. Republicans dominated the committee; Senate members included Republicans Benjamin F. Wade of Ohio (chairman) and Zachariah Chandler of Michigan. Andrew Johnson of Tennessee, the only senator from a seceded state, was the sole Democratic senator on the committee. House members included Republicans George W. Julian of Indiana, John Covode of Pennsylvania, and Daniel Gooch of Massachusetts. Moses Fowler Odell from Brooklyn, New York, was the sole Democratic House member.

Throughout its tenure, the committee delved into many subjects, including removal from command of generals who the committee members believed were adversely affecting the Union war effort. The committee also investigated the administration of specific military departments, contraband trade in enemy districts, the treatment of Union prisoners of war in Confederate prisons, and alleged massacres, such as those that occurred at Fort Pillow, Tennessee, and on the banks of Sand Creek in Colorado. However, the committee’s principal focus was to investigate the conduct of battles, particularly those involving the Army of the Potomac.

The committee was created as a way for the legislative branch to counterbalance executive involvement in the conduct of the war, especially President Abraham Lincoln’s direction of military affairs. In some cases, the committee supplied popular daily newspapers with secret testimony to sway public opinion toward conclusions it had reached. Individual committee members often made speeches before the House or Senate to advance the committee’s point of view. Finally, through the release of its official reports, the committee hoped to sway public opinion in favor of the war program. In this latter regard, the committee’s most notable successes were in the area of wartime propaganda, particularly with the publication of its reports on the treatment of Union prisoners of war and the Fort Pillow Massacre.

The committee had only mixed success in its efforts to influence Lincoln in his conduct of the Union war effort. In some instances the president followed the committee’s demands, but usually he held his own against the often radical judgments of committee members. The committee’s investigations of light-draft monitors, heavy ordnance, and army contracts exposed waste and inefficiencies, while its report on Union prisoners of war and the Fort Pillow Massacre gave a much-needed boost to Northern morale. However, many of the committee’s investigations had a negative impact on the war effort. In many cases, the generals endorsed by the committee were found to be militarily incompetent. Perhaps the biggest drawback to the committee was its contribution to an atmosphere of jealousy and distrust among the nation’s officer corps. Overall, the committee’s work was largely a waste of time, energy, and resources that detracted from the Union’s ability to wage war.
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Commutation

The avoidance of military service through the payment of a fee. During the Civil War, both the Union and Confederate governments passed conscription laws, and both governments also exempted certain individuals from military service. Commutation usually allowed an individual to escape one particular draft; however, it did not exempt an individual from future drafts, particularly as the war went on. Many Northerners paid a commutation fee every time their name was called. The Confederates kept commutation to a bare minimum because they had devised a long list of draft exemptions and needed all the men they could muster. Initially, almost all Confederate commutations applied only to religious objectors (Quakers, Mennonites, etc.), who were expected to pay a fee of $500 to avoid military service. Later, in 1863, many Confederates who had been initially exempted from the draft were also forced to pay the $500 commutation fee. Almost all were wealthy or well connected.

After the first Union draft in August 1863, 292,441 men received the call to arms. Of that number, approximately 52,000 paid a commutation fee of $300 to avoid military service. After the first draft failed to raise a significant number of troops for field service, subsequent draft regulations changed the commutation requirements so that fewer people would qualify for exemption.

In early 1864, Union regulations regarding commutation shortened the amount of time a man was exempt by payment. The new regulations stipulated that the commutation payment exempted the man from only one particular quota. His name remained on the rolls, and his exemption would expire after one year. This differed from the previous commutation, which had exempted men from an entire draft bill, not just a particular quota. Still, however, those who could afford it would pay the commutation fee each time their name was drawn. By mid-1864, the commutation rule changed again. If any district failed to fill its quota, the president could order a new draft in that district and disallow exemption through commutation. After July 1864, commutation in the North was open only for religious or moral objectors. In December of that year, only 460 men used commutation to avoid military service. Still, during the war 2 out of 4 Union men eligible for military service paid the commutation fee and avoided military duty.

Commutation generally allowed the relatively wealthy to avoid military service. This meant that immigrants and the poor served disproportionately, particularly in the North. In the Confederacy, commutation greatly favored the wealthy and elites, which created much resentment among rank-and-file Southerners. It was also indicative of the problems of the draft laws in general. Conscription, especially in its early form, was not an effective method of raising manpower for the Civil War, mainly because of commutation and myriad exemptions.
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Compendium of the War of the Rebellion

Expansive guide to the Civil War first published in 1909 and compiled by Frederick H. Dyer, a Civil War veteran from Connecticut. Titled Compendium of the War of the Rebellion, Dyer’s work resulted from nearly 40 years of painstaking research, which he compiled, organized, and transcribed or typed completely on his own. The Compendium remains to this day an incomparable source for Civil War historians and specialists and has been termed “the most monumental war record” to be compiled by a single person. The work is principally a guide to Union Army units’ organization and battle records and is packed with useful statistics, troop strengths, individual unit dispositions, and command structures.

The Compendium is organized into three parts. The first part provides statistics and personnel listings for Union forces; the second part includes information on specific engagements and casualties, organized chronologically and by individual states; and the third part is a compilation of service records and narratives for more than 3,550 Union military units. The work also includes an extensive index. When the work was first published, it was presented in a single large volume. The reprinted version, published in 1959 by Thomas Yoseloff Publishing, subdivided the work into three separate volumes.
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Compromise of 1850

Congressional legislation that sought to bridge sectional divisions related to the expansion of slavery. Among the issues confronting Congress in 1850 were the admission of California, Deseret (Utah), and New Mexico to the Union; the establishment of firm Texas boundaries and the clearing of Texan debt; fugitive slaves; and the abolition of the slave trade in Washington, D.C.

On January 29, 1850, Senator Henry Clay of Kentucky introduced an omnibus bill of eight resolutions that tried to address these contentious issues. Clay’s first resolution sought to admit California as a free state. Under resolution two, the territories of Deseret (Utah) and New Mexico would gain territorial governments without any restrictions or conditions on slavery. Resolutions three and four stated that Texas would be denied the source of the Rio Grande in establishing its western boundary and thus would be reduced in size and that its debt would be paid at an unspecified amount at a later date. Resolution five held that slavery could continue in Washington, D.C., while resolution six would end the slave trade in the capital. Resolution seven would create more stringent fugitive slave laws. The last resolution stated that Congress could not make any decisions regarding the interstate slave trade in the Southern states. Clay argued that the Northern states should think about sectional issues from the Southern point of view.

After seven months of debate, Clay’s resolutions failed to win the requisite support in the Senate. Soon thereafter, Senator Stephen A. Douglas, with Clay’s blessing, split the omnibus bill into separate pieces of legislation. He proposed five new resolutions that sought to break the deadlock over the extension of slavery into new territories. The final versions of the resolutions authored by Douglas sought a delicate compromise between the free and slave states. The first three resolutions addressed statehood and territorial matters. Douglas’s first resolution established the northern and western boundaries of Texas and ceded the disputed territory outside of those boundaries to the United States; in addition, Texas remained responsible for its debts. The same act also established the New Mexico Territory (which included present-day Arizona). The second act admitted California to the Union as a free state, bypassing territorial status. The third act established the Utah Territory and its boundaries. New Mexico and Utah were to be organized under the concept of popular sovereignty, meaning that the residents in those territories would decide for themselves whether slavery would be permitted.

The two remaining resolutions impacted existing slavery legislation and enacted a new law. As such, Congress voted to revise and strengthen the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793. This detailed the powers of the commissioners and courts regarding fugitives. The final act in this series of legislation prohibited the sale or transfer of slaves in the District of Columbia beginning on January 1, 1851. The law also authorized officials to abolish depots or areas where slaves were confined for sale within the boundaries of the District of Columbia. Douglas’s five compromise resolutions passed both the House of Representatives and the Senate on September 9, 1850. The Zachary Taylor administration had opposed the measures, but the president’s death in July 1850 paved the way for President Millard Fillmore’s support of the Compromise of 1850. Between September 9 and September 20, the president signed all five bills into law.

The Compromise of 1850 briefly mended sectional disputes by granting a stronger Fugitive Slave Act to mollify the South. However, the addition of California upset the balance between free states and the slave states, giving the free states the majority representation in the Senate. The issues addressed by the Compromise of 1850 did not stop or reverse the growing sectionalism in the United States and in fact contributed greatly to the eventual secession of the Southern states in 1860 and 1861, precipitating the Civil War. Indeed, the Compromise of 1850 lasted just four years, at which time the highly controversial Kansas-Nebraska Act essentially nullified the 1820 Missouri Compromise, reopening the debate on the expansion of slavery.
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Comstock, Cyrus Ballou

Birth Date: February 3, 1831

Death Date: May 29, 1910

Union officer. Cyrus Ballou Comstock was born on February 3, 1831, in West Wrentham, Massachusetts, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1855. Commissioned a second lieutenant and assigned to the engineers, he also taught at the academy, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1860. Comstock continued to perform his engineering duties with the start of the Civil War. He became chief engineer of the Army of the Potomac in November 1862 and was promoted to captain in early 1863.

In the West, Army of the Tennessee commander Major General Ulysses S. Grant commenced his siege of Vicksburg in late May 1863. During the early phase of the siege, Grant had available only four engineering officers, with Captain Frederick E. Prime having charge. Ordered to report to Vicksburg, Comstock arrived on June 15, 1863, and Grant immediately gave him command of engineering operations in XIII Corps. When Prime became ill, however, Grant appointed Comstock chief engineer for the army. Comstock acted in this capacity through Vicksburg’s capitulation on July 4, 1863. In November he was advanced to the staff rank of lieutenant colonel. In March 1864 he became Grant’s senior aide-de-camp, serving on his staff until the end of the war. Comstock saw action during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and was detached from Grant’s staff to assist in operations against Fort Fisher and Mobile.

Immediately after the war, Comstock received brevet promotions through major general. He continued to serve as an aide-de-camp under Grant and then Lieutenant General William Tecumseh Sherman with the staff rank of colonel until 1870, at which time Comstock reverted to his permanent rank of major of engineers (since December 1865). He retired as a colonel in 1895. Comstock died on May 29, 1910, in New York City.
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Confederate Diaspora

Voluntary relocation to various foreign lands by former Confederates after the Civil War. Although the vast majority of Confederates remained in the United States after the Civil War and accommodated themselves, however grudgingly, to the postwar order, about 8,000 left the country rather than live in a nation ruled by their former adversaries. Some, such as Secretary of State Judah P. Benjamin, fearing arrest and trial for high treason, moved to London or to Paris; others hoped to pursue professional military careers that were barred to ex-Confederate officers in the United States. Indeed, Confederate soldiers and sailors served in military forces as diverse as those of Peru and Egypt.

Many Confederate soldiers had the displeasure of being on the losing side in another civil war when they joined the forces of Mexico’s puppet emperor Maximilian in his struggle with republican forces. Plans were laid for a permanent ex-Confederate settlement in Mexico, but after Benito Juárez’s victory in 1867, these soldiers and their families mostly returned home. Other Confederates fled to the South Pacific, where many, including the notorious James T. Proctor, were involved in blackbirding—the kidnapping of indigenous people to serve as slave laborers on white-owned plantations.

By far the most successful new Confederate community was in Brazil, then still a slave-owning society. The Brazilian government wished to attract Confederates because of their agricultural expertise, particularly in the growing of cotton, which would help the Brazilian economy. Brazil even offered subsidies and tax breaks to would-be immigrants. Confederate immigrants, primarily from parts of the Deep South that had been economically devastated by the war, settled mostly in the area of Sao Paulo. The town of Americana outside Sao Paolo received its name from its early settlement by Confederate immigrants led by Colonel William H. Norris of Alabama. Descendants of these ex-Confederates, known as Confederados, intermarried with other Brazilians and adopted the Portuguese language, but they still retained a separate identity and shared institutions.

Most Confederate exiles were short-lived, however, as expatriates found life in other countries unsuitable and returned home.
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Confederate Gunboats

See Cottonclads

_______________________

Confederate Indians

Native Americans who fought on the Confederate side during the American Civil War. The Civil War divided the loyalties of many Native American nations as the conflict spread into Indian Territory (present-day Oklahoma). While many individual Native Americans fought for the Confederacy, the Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Osage, and Seminole Nations formed entire Native American units for home guard duties. Native American units fought on the side of the Confederacy in the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) in Arkansas, and Cherokee brigadier general Stand Watie was credited as being the last Confederate general to surrender his unit to Union authorities in 1865.

At the opening of the Civil War, the federal government withdrew most of its soldiers from Indian Territory for service in the East. The Confederate government then approached Chief John Ross of the Cherokee tribe, who attempted to remain neutral in the conflict while Stand Watie, also a Cherokee, argued that the nation should support the Confederacy. Indeed, many Cherokees and members of other tribes associated with the Southeast owned slaves and embraced the slave-owning plantation culture. Early Confederate victories and internal pressure forced Ross to transfer Cherokee treaty obligations to the Confederate government in October 1861. Watie received a Confederate commission as a colonel and began to raise an all-Cherokee unit.

During the autumn and winter of 1861, Brigadier General Albert Pike and Colonel Douglas Cooper formed three Confederate regiments with troops from the Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Seminole Nations for service within Indian Territory. As with their Cherokee neighbors, the Creeks were also divided in their loyalties, with Chief Opothleyahola and most of the Creeks favoring the North and former chief William McIntosh offering his allegiance to the Confederacy. Colonel Cooper, with Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Cherokee, and non–Native American troops, engaged Creek and Seminole forces loyal to Opothleyahola at the Battles of Round Mountain (November 19, 1861), Chusto-Talasah (December 9, 1861), and Chustenhlah (December 26, 1861) before eventually forcing them and their families into Kansas.

Native American regiments under Pike, including Colonel Watie’s unit, participated in the Battle of Pea Ridge. Union forces captured Chief Ross in the summer of 1862, resulting in Colonel Watie emerging as the Cherokees’ principal chief. As such, Watie drafted all able-bodied men of the Cherokee Nation between the ages of 18 and 50 for Confederate military service in Indian Territory. Native Americans fought on both the Confederate and Union sides across Indian Territory for the next two years. In May 1864, Watie became the only Native American Confederate general officer and assumed command of a cavalry brigade consisting of the 1st and 2nd Cherokee Cavalry Regiments and battalion-sized units of Creek, Osage, and Seminole troops.

While many individual Native Americans served in Confederate units during the campaigns east of the Mississippi River, two nations stand out as groups. A number of Cherokees living in North Carolina fought under Colonel William Thomas in their own battalion, known initially as the Junaluska Zouaves. The Thomas legion performed home guard–type duties in eastern Tennessee, western North Carolina, and Virginia and remained in the field for more than a month following General Robert E. Lee’s surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox on April 9, 1865.

Although the small Catawba Nation numbered only 60 males, nearly one-third of them volunteered for duty in the Confederate Army. Most of the Catawbas joined one of three South Carolina regiments and were among the defenders at the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864) during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Brigadier General Watie surrendered his command to Union authorities two months after Appomattox, officially ending Native American participation on the Confederate side in the war.

Native Americans suffered greatly during the Civil War. In particular, civil conflict among factions of the Cherokees and Creeks resulted in many deaths due to combat, hunger, and disease, and many homes were burned as the combatants roamed across Indian Territory. The suffering of Native Americans from the conflict would continue for decades after the war.
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Confederate Veteran

Postwar Confederate veterans’ magazine. In January 1893 nearly 28 years after the end of the war, Sumner A. Cunningham, a journalist and Civil War veteran, published the first issue of Confederate Veteran in Nashville, Tennessee. Publication continued uninterrupted until December 1931 after 468 monthly issues had been released.

The Confederate Veteran printed articles primarily related to the activities of various local Confederate veterans’ organizations but also included biographical sketches, memoirs, anecdotal stories, literary works such as poems, and obituaries. Eventually the magazine also came to officially represent the United Confederate Veterans, the United Daughters of the Confederacy, the Confederate Southern Memorial Association, and Sons of Confederate Veterans, supplying news about these organizations and their members’ activities as well. When Cunningham died in December 1913, Edith Pope became the editor. She published the magazine until its final issue.

The Confederate Veteran remains a valuable resource for genealogical research, but its usefulness for other historical research can be uneven. Many of the letters written by veterans contradict articles published by other veterans who provide eyewitness accounts of battles and other significant incidents. There is also an obvious bias toward the Southern perspective in the war, which further dilutes accuracy. Complete collections of the magazine can be found in many major university and public library holdings, and electronic copies of the periodical, including modern searchable indexes, can be readily purchased.
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Confiscation Acts of 1861 and 1862

Legislative acts passed to facilitate the confiscation of private property used to support the Confederate war effort. The Confiscation Acts resulted in limited confiscation of property during the war, but legal cases arising from the legislation lived on in the postwar U.S. Supreme Court.

The First Confiscation Act was passed by the Thirty-seventh Congress on August 6, 1861. This act authorized the seizure and condemnation in federal court of property used in assisting the Confederate war effort. If so condemned, the property was sold to private buyers and the proceeds deposited in federal government coffers. The legislation also encouraged the use of informants who shared in the sale proceeds of condemned property. The owners of condemned property, although not arrested or charged under the legislation, did not enjoy due process rights such as a jury trial and the right to legal counsel. Furthermore, slaves determined to be used in labor for the Confederate cause were immediately set free without any court proceeding.

Southern states expressed outrage over the act, viewing it as a criminal punishment for supporting their own Confederate government and thus an illegal means to wage war. The Confederate Congress responded with a property sequestration policy of its own, which was much more extensive. The U.S. government saw things differently, viewing the fighting as a rebellion and not a war between legitimate combatants, thus evoking its rights as a sovereign nation to take property used in supporting unlawful rebellious states. Nevertheless, the difficulty in determining whether property was actually used in Confederate activities hindered the act’s enforcement.

The Second Confiscation Act, passed on July 17, 1862, broadened the reach of the first act by permitting confiscation of property owned by Confederate political and military leaders and former federal governmental diplomats and cabinet members loyal to the Confederacy. All others supporting the Confederate cause were subject to property confiscation as well unless they ceased all rebellious activities within 60 days of President Abraham Lincoln’s immunity proclamation of July 25, 1862. The act further provided for the emancipation of an owner’s slaves as punishment for convictions of treason or engaging in rebellion.

But the act’s effect proved negligible. Congress failed to provide clear enforcement provisions, and the fact that a large swath of the South still remained under Confederate control at war’s end forestalled the confiscation of property in those areas. Just as important, U.S. attorney general Edward Bates’s views prizing individual liberties made him reluctant to enforce the provisions when he had the opportunity to do so. President Lincoln’s concerns over the constitutionality of the act further reinforced Bates’s reluctance. By war’s end, confiscation under the second act netted the federal government less than half a million dollars. The postwar Supreme Court ultimately ruled the Confiscation Acts constitutional on narrow grounds and gutted Congress’s power to confiscate property.
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Congress, CSA

Legislative branch of government for the Confederate States of America. The Congress of the Confederate States (CSA) of America was modeled directly after the U.S. Congress, with a House of Representatives and a Senate. Representatives were elected by district by popular vote; senators were elected by state legislative bodies.

Following the election of Abraham Lincoln as president of the United States in November 1860, South Carolina called for a state convention in which delegates voted to secede from the Union. By February 1, 1861, South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas had all seceded. Representatives from these states met on February 4, 1861, as the Provisional Confederate Congress in Montgomery, Alabama. There they named Jefferson Davis as provisional president of the CSA until official elections could be held in November. The congress also drafted a constitution, which was largely copied from the U.S. Constitution. There were subtle differences, however, such as the president serving a single six-year term and the explicit mention of slavery. The document also gave more power to individual states, which were initially more responsible for raising troops.

Elections for the First Confederate Congress were not held until November 6, 1861, following the secession of four additional states: North Carolina, Arkansas, Tennessee, and Virginia. The First Congress met in the Confederate capital, Richmond, Virginia, from 1862 to 1864. One of the more pressing issues facing the Confederate Congress was figuring out a way to adequately defend the Confederacy while not upsetting the sovereignty of the states. Also, the CSA was home to only 9 million people, of whom more than 33 percent were slaves. The United States, by comparison, had a population of more than 22 million people, all of whom were free. Faced with this manpower dilemma, the Confederate Congress passed several laws, including the Partisan Ranger Act (April 1862), which called for the creation of “irregular” troops who would carry out raids on Union troops. The Congress also passed the Bounty Law (May 1861), which enabled the president to hire privateers, or state-sponsored pirates, to attack Union ships and carry supplies to and from Europe. Among the most controversial acts passed by the Confederate Congress were the three Conscription Acts, passed in April 1862, October 1862, and February 1864. Many state governments were outraged by the laws because they claimed that the central government was overstepping its power, which ironically was one of the South’s chief complaints about the U.S. government prior to secession.

State Representation in the Confederate Congress vs. the U.S. Congress



	State
	U.S. Congress (1860)
	Confederate Congress



	Alabama
	6
	9



	Arkansas
	3
	4



	Florida
	1
	2



	Georgia
	7
	10  



	Kentucky
	9
	12  



	Louisiana
	5
	6



	Mississippi
	5
	7



	Missouri
	9
	6



	North Carolina
	7
	10  



	South Carolina
	4
	6



	Tennessee
	8
	11  



	Texas
	4
	6



	Virginia
	11 
	16  




Another controversial piece of legislation stated that any African American soldiers captured wearing a Union uniform would be executed alongside their white officers. This action led to an explosion of outrage in the North, with the U.S. Congress calling for an equal number of Confederate prisoners to be executed if this was to be carried out. The Confederate Congress and the president agreed to rescind the law.

The Second Confederate Congress, elected in November 1863, served only one year of its term and adjourned on March 18, 1865, two weeks before Richmond fell. In desperate circumstances, the Confederate Congress passed General Order No. 14 (March 13, 1865), which called for the creation of African American regiments consisting of freed slaves. Although two companies were raised, none saw action before the end of the war.

Throughout the war, the Confederate Congress desperately tried to manage a major war while keeping the CSA unified. This was made especially difficult because many citizens as well as members of the government itself believed that the states should have more power than the central government. Individual members of the Confederate Congress also tried to stymie President Davis’s war agenda when they believed that it was encroaching on congressional prerogative.
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Congress, U.S.

Legislative branch of the U.S. government. During the Civil War, the U.S. Congress was in session three times. These sessions, the Thirty-seventh, Thirty-eighth, and Thirty-ninth Congresses, are some of the most important in American history because they dealt with both the management of the war and the plans for Reconstruction once the fighting concluded. Congress strove to accomplish these goals while some members were either sympathetic to the Southern cause or not supportive of President Abraham Lincoln.

The Thirty-seventh Congress opened when Lincoln took the oath of office on March 4, 1861. It concluded on March 3, 1863. In a special session convened by Lincoln that July 4, Congress passed numerous emergency war measures, which established a pattern whereby legislators generally acceded to executive demands in the name of prosecuting the war. That summer, Congress officially declared the existence of a state of rebellion and called for 500,000 volunteers, who would be asked to serve three-year tours of duty.

Among the most important actions of this Congress were the various laws that paved the way for the Emancipation Proclamation. This edict would declare all slaves living in states not under Union control free unless those states returned to the Union by January 1, 1863. Congress had been gradually been moving toward emancipation since August 6, 1861, when it passed the First Confiscation Act. This law called for the seizure of Confederate “property,” including slaves, by Union soldiers. Congress would later declare that the federal government would compensate any slave owners who voluntarily freed their slaves. This led to the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia on April 16, 1862. In June 1862, Congress forbade slavery in U.S. territories. This solved one of the major issues that had divided the nation in the decades before the Civil War. Furthermore, on July 16, 1862, Congress passed the Second Confiscation Act, which liberated all slaves held by those in rebellion against the United States.

Perhaps the most controversial legislation passed by the Thirty-eighth Congress (March 4, 1863–March 3, 1865) dealt with conscription. The first draft call-up occurred in July 1863 and was highly contentious, sparking the infamous New York City Draft Riots, which killed as many as 75 people. Some states also balked at the draft laws, arguing that they were illegal.

Another major issue for the Thirty-eighth Congress and the Thirty-ninth Congress (March 4, 1865–March 3, 1867) was postwar Reconstruction. Lincoln wanted the Southern states returned to the Union as soon as possible and proposed the Ten Percent Plan, which would have allowed states to reenter the Union after 10 percent of their voters from 1860 rolls had sworn an allegiance to the United States. He was opposed in this by members of his own party, the so-called Radical Republicans, who favored harsher Reconstruction measures to punish the South. Indeed, they proposed and passed the controversial Wade-Davis Bill in July 1864, which would have admitted seceded states only after they had passed numerous tests and only after a majority of the population had sworn the oath. Lincoln exercised a pocket veto of the bill. In the end, following Lincoln’s assassination in April 1865, his lenient approach to Reconstruction gave way to the more punitive approach favored by the Radical Republicans.

Among the more important nonwar legislation passed by Congress were the Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act, the Homestead Act, the Pacific Railroad Act, and the Legal Tender Act. Also, Congress agreed to increase the power of the federal government by allowing it to directly tax U.S. citizens to pay for the war, provide aid to industries, and sizably augment internal infrastructure improvements. During the war, Congress also created the Department of Agriculture, a cabinet-level federal agency that helped American farmers and by doing so stabilized the U.S. economy.

Although Democrats were decidedly in the minority in Congress after 1861, they nevertheless made their presence felt, especially those who demanded reunion with no preconditions (War Democrats). Congress remained in Republican control for the duration of the war, but a split soon developed between the moderate Republicans (who most often supported Lincoln) and the Radical Republicans. The moderates supported the Emancipation Proclamation and Lincoln’s gentler vision for Reconstruction. By early 1864, so-called Peace Democrats in Congress clamored for immediate negotiations with the Confederacy to end the war, even if it meant permanent disunion. In general, most Democrats allied themselves with moderate Republicans, which temporarily checked the power of the Radical Republicans. Despite these many factions, however, Congress passed appropriations for both military and civilian purposes with surprising unanimity.
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Conkling, Roscoe

Birth Date: October 30, 1829

Death Date: April 18, 1888

Republican politician and staunch congressional supporter of President Abraham Lincoln and Radical Republican Reconstruction in the South. Roscoe Conkling was born on October 30, 1829, in Albany, New York. His father, Alfred Conkling, was a prominent Whig Party politician, and in Conkling’s youth, Presidents John Quincy Adams and Martin Van Buren were visitors in his family’s home. Conkling studied law in Utica, New York, and was appointed Albany’s district attorney in 1850. His abrasive personality and penchant for colorful clothing made him unpopular with many, but his brilliant oratory skills and family connections facilitated his political career.

In 1854 Conkling helped to establish the Republican Party in New York. In 1858 he was elected mayor of Utica but resigned to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives in 1859. During his first two terms in the House of Representatives (1859–1863), Conkling strongly supported President Abraham Lincoln’s war policy. From 1861 to 1863 Conkling was the chairman of the Committee on the District of Columbia, which oversaw the nation’s capital. Although he lost his seat in the 1862 elections, he returned to the House of Representatives in the 1864 elections. By 1865, he was a Radical Republican and favored redistributing land from Southern plantation owners to former slaves. Conkling was a firm supporter of Reconstruction. In addition, he was one of the drafters of the Fourteenth Amendment.

In 1867 Conkling was elected to the U.S. Senate and became one of President Ulysses S. Grant’s most loyal supporters. In 1881 Conkling, by now the leader of the Stalwart Republicans, resigned from the Senate in protest over President James A. Garfield’s federal judgeship appointments in New York. Conkling practiced law in New York City until his death there on April 18, 1888.
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Connecticut

Southern New England state and a Republican Party stronghold in the years leading up to and during the Civil War. Connecticut is bordered by New York State to the west, Massachusetts to the north, Rhode Island to the east, and Long Island Sound to the south. Connecticut’s population in the 1860 census was 460,147. By the time of the Civil War, Connecticut was a prosperous state by any measure. It had an extensive industrial base, an excellent railroad network, and several fine port facilities along its coast and was strategically located between Boston and New York City, the two most significant cities in the Northeast. Abolitionism was quite strong in Connecticut, and after 1848, when the state outlawed slavery in its borders, many African Americans sought residence and employment there, particularly in places such as Bridgeport. Several Connecticut cities had served as way stations on the Underground Railroad.

By 1860, Republicans dominated state politics, which were led by William A. Buckingham, who served as governor during 1858–1866. A strong supporter of the Abraham Lincoln administration, Buckingham moved quickly to help mobilize men for the war effort and to encourage the state’s many factories to cooperate with federal authorities.

Two major gun manufacturers were located in the state: Colt’s Manufacturing Company and the New Haven Arms Company. During the Civil War, Colt alone employed 1,500 people. They produced 150,000 muskets and pistols a year in 1861 and more than 200,000 in 1864. The Chase Brass and Copper Company of Waterbury, known as the “Brass City,” produced most of the brass buttons, belt buckles, and other fittings on Union uniforms. Connecticut’s storied textile mills provided uniforms, flags, and tents, while Pratt & Whitney made machine tools and other machinery for war production. The busy Mystic Shipyards, meanwhile, built numerous ships for the U.S. Navy. One of Connecticut’s greatest contributions to the war effort was Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, who served during 1861–1869. He became a close adviser and confidant to President Lincoln.

Democrat Thomas H. Seymour challenged Governor Buckingham in the 1863 gubernatorial election, charging that the federal government had bungled the war effort, quashed constitutional rights, and mismanaged public funds. Seymour’s accusation fell largely on deaf ears, and Buckingham was reelected in a landslide. The Republicans also swept the 1864 elections, leaving them in control of the state legislature and the U.S. congressional delegation.

In addition to the large quantities of war matériel and supplies produced in Connecticut, the state also provided 54,882 volunteer soldiers to the cause, an impressive number for a small state far removed from the fighting. In all, the state provided 30 infantry regiments, 2 heavy artillery regiments, 1 cavalry regiment, and 3 battalions of light artillery. Some 250 officers hailed from Connecticut, and another 2,500 men served in the Union Navy.
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Conner, James

Birth Date: September 1, 1829

Death Date: June 26, 1883

Confederate officer. James Conner was born on September 1, 1829, in Charleston, South Carolina. After graduating from South Carolina College in 1849, he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1852. From 1856 to 1860, he served as a U.S. district attorney for South Carolina. A captain of a local militia unit when the Civil War began, Conner was present for the April 12–14, 1861, action at Fort Sumter. The next month, he entered the Confederate Army as a captain in Colonel Wade Hampton’s legion. Conner saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he was wounded. Subsequently advanced to major, he saw action during the first half of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), but in early June 1862 he was promoted to colonel and given command of the 22nd North Carolina Infantry Regiment.

Conner’s strict discipline sometimes alienated his men, especially the volunteers, but his competence and courage garnered their respect. Conner was severely wounded in his leg at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862) and was sidelined for some nine weeks. After rejoining his outfit, he saw action at the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Conner was advanced to brigadier general on June 1, 1864, and led two different brigades until war’s end.

Conner was present for much of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Sent to the Shenandoah Valley to support Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s effort there, during a skirmish near Fisher’s Hill on October 13, Conner was wounded in the same leg injured at Gaines’ Mill, which now necessitated its amputation. After a period of recovery he rejoined his brigade, surrendering in April 1865.

After the war, Conner commenced a law practice in South Carolina, became active in state Democratic politics, and served as the state attorney general. He died on June 26, 1883, in Richmond, Virginia.
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Connor, Patrick Edward

Birth Date: March 17, 1820

Death Date: December 17, 1891

Union officer. Patrick Edward Conner was born in County Kerry, Ireland, on March 17, 1820. He immigrated to the United States in 1828 and then in 1839 enlisted in the U.S. Army. He saw action during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and in 1845 became a naturalized U.S. citizen.

Connor was discharged from the army when his enlistment period expired. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served as a lieutenant and later as captain of a company of Texas volunteers, seeing action in northern Mexico. Connor then traveled west and worked in the mining industry. He eventually made his way to California, where he came to command a California militia unit known as the Stockton Blues. When the Civil War began in 1861, Connor recruited men to enlarge the unit, which ultimately became the 3rd California Volunteer Infantry Regiment. He was subsequently ordered to the Utah Territory, where he was to protect overland trails and control the Mormons, who appeared on the edge of rebellion.

Connor was dissatisfied with his assignment and sought action on the battlefields of the East. He personally entreated his friend Major General Henry W. Halleck to authorize the transfer of his regiment to the East. Halleck demurred and suggested that Connor scout out the area around present-day Salt Lake City. Over Mormon objections, Connor established Fort Douglas, where U.S. troops were eventually stationed, and the post was used as a headquarters for the Pacific area of operations.

Meanwhile, Connor dealt with problems arising from tensions between white miners and settlers and the Shoshones near the Idaho-Utah border. On January 29, 1863, after marching his men more than 140 miles through bitter weather and a frozen countryside, Connor’s force attacked a Shoshone camp near the Bear River. The engagement resulted in the deaths of between 200 and 400 Native Americans, many of them women and children. Connor also confiscated large caches of weapons and captured a large store of Shoshone wheat. In March 1863 he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and was eventually given command of the District of Utah. He made Fort Douglas his headquarters.

Shortly after the Civil War ended in April 1865, Connor was brevetted major general of volunteers. In July 1865 Major General Grenville M. Dodge sent Connor and a force to the Powder River, where Connor was to conduct punitive raids against the Arapahos, Cheyennes, and Sioux, who had been raiding the Bozeman Trail. The operation lasted until early September and saw little sustained military action except for the Battle of the Tongue River (August 29), a victory for Connor’s forces. The expedition temporarily brought a halt to the Bozeman Trail raids but did not break Native American resistance, especially among the Sioux.

In 1866 Connor mustered out of the volunteer army. Thereafter, he settled in Salt Lake City, established a newspaper there, and became involved in a mining venture. He also helped recruit men—many of them Confederate Civil War veterans—for the state militia and was often involved in their training. He founded the town of Stockton, Utah, naming it in honor of his old California militia unit. Connor died in Salt Lake City on December 17, 1891.
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Conscientious Objectors

Individuals who refuse to serve in the military on moral or religious grounds. Conscientious objectors believe that participation in armed conflict is wrong. From the 17th century until World War II, grounds for upholding conscientious objection in the United States were communally practiced religious beliefs. While relief had been provided to religious conscientious objectors during the War of 1812 and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), in the North during the Civil War the Conscription Act of 1863 failed to make any provision recognizing the conscientious objections to war of Quakers and other pacifist groups or individuals. Indeed, the draft law affected every household in the Union. While it permitted exemption on payment of a commutation fee of $300, it did not distinguish between those who refused to serve on grounds of conscience and those who for other reasons refused to bear arms.

The Quakers, especially, found this situation distasteful and brought pressure to bear on Secretary of War Edwin Stanton. Stanton and President Abraham Lincoln were not unsympathetic to the Quaker position but were reluctant to recommend measures to Congress for the relief of conscientious objectors for fear of encouraging draft resistance. In 1864 Congress, responding to the pleas of Senator Charles Sumner, Senator Thaddeus Stevens, and others, made provision for conscientious objectors, if they did not wish to pay a commutation fee, to perform hospital work or care for freedmen in lieu of military service.

Prior to this change in the draft law, many conscientious objectors suffered severe hardships and in some instances were tried and sentenced to death, although that penalty was never carried out. John Wesley Pratt, a radical abolitionist from Massachusetts, was forced to spend three months in the Army of the Potomac against his will. Refusing to carry a gun, he was imprisoned. While incarcerated, he was subjected to physical abuse on a daily basis and, at various times, denied food and water. Many other pacifists were subjected to the same abuses.

Conscientious objectors in the Confederacy encountered even more brutality, for there was far less toleration of pacifism in the South than in the North. The case of 18-year-old potter apprentice Tilghman Vestal illustrates this. Vestal, as with his Union counterpart Pratt, refused to opt out of military service by paying a commutation fee. He was conscripted and assigned to the 14th Tennessee Infantry Regiment. Refusing to bear arms, he was ordered to Orange County House, Virginia, where one officer knocked him down and numerous soldiers stabbed him with bayonets 18 times. He was then sent to prison.

Most state laws in the South contained no provision for exemption from military service. Confederate president Jefferson Davis was also not as sympathetic to pacifism as was Lincoln. This may have been caused in part by the fact that the South faced a greater problem of securing military manpower than did the far more populous North. Confederate assistant secretary of war John A. Campbell did sponsor a law allowing draftees the option of paying a fee as a way out of military service. That law did not go into effect until 18 months after the war began, however. The only way out of military service prior to that was to hire a substitute, which very few Southerners could afford to do.

During the Civil War, conscientious objectors in both the North and the South faced a number of trials and tribulations. Although laws were finally passed on both sides allowing those who refused to fight the opportunity to pay a commutation fee, prior to those legislative enactments numerous conscientious objectors were subjected to harsh treatment by the military authorities.
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Conscription, CSA

Mandatory enrollment for military service imposed by the central government. During the Civil War, the Confederacy enacted three draft laws, all of which proved controversial in nature and were especially unpopular among poor whites.

At the start of the Civil War, the Confederate government relied on one-year voluntary enlistments. Initial enthusiasm for the war soon waned because of the realities of combat and economic hardships at home. Many of the volunteer enlistees chose not to reenlist, leading to the first of three conscription acts.

The Confederate Congress passed the first conscription act on April 16, 1862. The law automatically extended the enlistments of the one-year volunteers still serving for a period of three years or until the war ended. It also required all white males, ages 18 to 35, to serve for a similar number of years. The act did provide for exemptions based on occupation and certain medical conditions. However, those not exempt could hire a substitute.

All able-bodied volunteers reporting for duty before May 15, 1862, were permitted to organize their own regiments, reorganize existing ones, and elect their own officers in an effort to preserve continuity and loyalty. A $50 bounty was also given to encourage quick enlistment.

The purpose behind the first draft law was to spread the burden of service among all the Southern states and to provide a uniform system of military discipline. President Jefferson Davis lauded the plan, although Governors Joseph E. Brown of Georgia and Zebulon Vance of North Carolina were among its most vocal critics. Opponents of the law argued that it was a usurpation of states’ rights. Most states reluctantly accepted the conscription act after the high courts of Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia upheld the law’s constitutionality. The draft law also did not provide for much toleration for conscientious objection. Conscientious objectors were treated far more harshly in the South than in the North.

The continuing need for manpower on the battlefield resulted in the passage of a second conscription act. This one was enacted on October 11, 1862, and expanded the ages of service to white males 35 to 45 years old. The use of substitutes was still allowed, and the statutory exemptions expanded the list of occupations while tightening eligibility requirements. Those exempted, apart from the physically and mentally unfit, included government employees, tanners, blacksmiths, politicians, overseers, shoemakers, and wool and cotton factory workers, among others. One of the more controversial parts of the second conscription law was the infamous Twenty-Negro Law. Planters with 20 or more slaves were exempted from military service. Costs for hiring a substitute as permitted in all three draft laws was very high, ranging from $300 at the start of the war to almost $4,000 at the end. Only the wealthiest could afford this, which angered low-income whites.

As the war dragged on and losses mounted, the Confederate government enacted its last conscription act on February 17, 1864. In a last effort to increase Southern forces, this draft law expanded the age limits to men as young as 17 and as old as 50. The exemptions still applied, as did the hiring of substitutes, although the cost rose enormously.

In an attempt to provide some form of continuity involving eligibility and exemptions, the Confederate War Department established the Bureau of Conscription in the Office of the Adjutant General. Not satisfied with this method, the Confederate inspector general ordered each field commander to assign recruitment officers to draft men from the countryside under their jurisdiction. The policy met with some resistance by civilian draft boards that resented military interference. In addition, the draft laws were never fully supported, especially by the disadvantaged poor whites. Open resistance and armed rebellion occurred in some areas. Conscription agents were sometimes assassinated, and draft resisters occasionally seized entire counties. When Confederate forces and state troops came to arrest draft evaders, the conflicts often involved guerrilla warfare. The most intense battles were waged in the Appalachian Mountains in the western Carolinas, eastern Tennessee, and the northern part of Georgia, where resentment was strongest against the wealthy planter class.

The three conscription acts did provide for some measure of consolidating military power under the control of the Confederate government. But the laws did little to assuage differences among the wealthy planter class and the poor white farmers and backcountry frontiersmen. Southern whites with enough economic means were able to secure exempted positions or hire substitutes in order to avoid military service. The ability to pay for exemptions and substitutes also led to a growing black market of forged documents. Near the end of the war, the unpopularity of conscription, coupled with growing public opposition and military defeats, forced the Confederacy to enlist slaves in its ranks. The conscription laws never garnered enough popular support for the Confederate war effort.
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Conscription, U.S.

Mandatory enrollment for military service imposed by the central government. The U.S. government enacted six draft laws during the Civil War. Throughout the conflict, the draft was a source of irritation to many, but its existence nevertheless induced the necessary number of voluntary enlistments to successfully prosecute the war.

On March 3, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln signed into law the Enrollment Act. Prior to passage of this legislation, the Federal Militia Act of 1862 had authorized the president to draft 300,000 men. Widespread opposition to the Enrollment Act, including the Pennsylvania Supreme Court decision Kneedler v. Lane, which first held this federal draft act unconstitutional but reversed itself on reargument, led to the Enrollment Act’s suspension. The act was replaced by volunteer enlistments with generous bounties for signing up for armed service.
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A Union Army recruiting booth in New York in 1864. President Abraham Lincoln authorized the first national draft in the United States when he signed the Enrollment Act on March 3, 1863. (Bettmann/Corbis)

Similar to the Confederate experience, the toll of war and personal sacrifice on the home front saw the number of volunteers decline. That was coupled with increasing agitation on the part of the Copperheads (Peace Democrats) opposed to the war. The Copperheads actively discouraged men from volunteering for Union service.

In an effort to increase Union Army troop strength, Congress passed the Enrollment Act, or “An Act for Enrolling and Calling Out the National Forces, and for Other Purposes,” on March 3, 1863. The act contained 38 parts. Its most important provisions were the following: (1) males between ages 20 and 45 would be subjected to the draft first, followed by married men between the ages of 36 and 46; (2) eligible males between the ages of 17 and 20 could serve based on parental or guardian permission; (3) each congressional district was responsible for drafting men based on a house-to-house enrollment conducted by government agents; and (4) a lottery was to be conducted in each congressional district to secure the necessary numbers. If each district obtained the necessary number of volunteers, then the draft would not be implemented. The result of this law led to recruiting drives throughout the North in an effort to avoid activating the draft.

Throughout the duration of the war there were six drafts, beginning in June 1863 and ending in December 1864. The first called for drafting 100,000 men for six months of service; the second called for 500,000 men for three years of service; the third called for 200,000 men for three years of service; the fourth called for 85,000 men for 100 days of service; the fifth called for 500,000 men for one, two, and three years; and the sixth called for 300,000 men for one, two, and three years of service.

Administration of the federal draft was handled by the Provost Marshal General’s Office in the War Department, which established offices in 185 congressional districts headed by a local provost marshal, who was responsible for registering and mustering in those who had been drafted. Persons resisting the draft or encouraging opposition to enlistments were subject to arrest or detention. The first Enrollment Act also established military commissions with the power to try and convict civilians disloyal to the Union cause. In some instances, the death penalty was imposed.

Volunteers vs. Draftees in the Union Army



	Category
	Number
	Percentage



	Volunteers
	1,931,351
	92%



	Draftees
	    50,663
	2.40%



	Substitutes
	   117,986
	5.60%



	Total Union Army
	2,100,000
	100%




Exemptions to the draft were permitted, especially for physical and mental disabilities. The law also permitted exemptions to any son responsible for the care of his parents and to fathers of motherless children. Other forms of exemption, similar to the Confederate draft laws, included substitution and commutation. A draftee could avoid military service by paying a $300 fee or securing a substitute. This provision, designed to offset the law’s unpopularity, did lead to criticisms that the rich could buy their way out of service, thus leaving it to the poor men to fight the war.

Conscientious objectors fared better in the North than in the South. Initially, this was not the case after the Enrollment Act was first passed. Pacifists who refused to serve were tried and sentenced to death, although that penalty was never carried out. Many who refused to serve or pay for an exemption suffered physical abuse and were placed in a military stockade. In 1864 Congress, after hearing pleas from Senators Charles Summer and Thaddeus Stevens, established provisions for conscientious objectors to perform hospital work or care for freedmen in place of military service.

The Enrollment Act remained in effect until the end of the war. Despite the repeal of the commutation provision in March 1864, opposition to the draft was widespread. The most notable event occurred in New York City in July 1863, when for more three days Irish immigrants burned and ransacked buildings and committed acts of murder in protest of the draft. Many were angry at the prospects of freeing blacks, who would then be in competition with them for jobs. In various parts of Pennsylvania, numerous deaths were reported in draft riots as Union troops fired upon protestors in Luzerne and Columbia Counties. A notable riot occurred in the town of Port Washington, Wisconsin, and in southern Indiana, a Copperhead stronghold, martial law was imposed and became the basis for the noted U.S. Supreme Court decision Ex Parte Milligan (1863). Despite the many protests, only 6 percent of Union forces for the entirety of the war were draftees. The draft laws were not very effective in the Northern states, but they did give an additional boost to volunteerism for the war’s duration.
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Constitution, CSA

Document that outlined the Confederate government and operated as the supreme law of the Confederate States of America. The Confederate constitution differed from that of the United States on issues relating to slavery, presidential authority, and the role of the states. These items represented the major points of contention for the framers of the document. In writing the new constitution, they sought to reform the U.S. Constitution by protecting institutions that they considered vital to the economic and social fabric of the South, mainly slavery, while also emphasizing state sovereignty.

Written during February and March 1861, the Confederate Constitution was in many ways very similar to the U.S. Constitution. Indeed, large swaths of the document were lifted verbatim from the U.S. Constitution, including the first 12 amendments. The Confederate framers did try to provide solutions for the problems that they saw in the U.S. Constitution, chief among them the protection of slavery. The Confederate Constitution clearly outlined the ability of citizens to maintain their slaves no matter where they traveled or lived inside the Confederacy and also stipulated that if the Confederacy grew, new territories would be open to slavery and would have to allow slaveholders to transport their slaves into these new territories. This was a marked departure from the U.S. Constitution.

Another prominent difference between the two constitutions was the issue of states’ rights. The Confederate document enshrined the concept of the states, rather than the national government, as the sovereign representatives of the people. In the preamble of the U.S. Constitution, there is no specific mention of the individual states acting as individual political units in forming the Union or as being sovereign over the federal government.

The Confederate Constitution actually enhanced some presidential powers by giving the president a line-item veto over appropriations bills and granting him the power to remove political appointees at his discretion. The Confederate president and vice president served a single 6-year term, with only the vice president being eligible to run again. Congressional representation followed a formula similar to that of the United States, including a census every 10 years.

The differences in the national government were important, as the framers of the Confederate Constitution wanted to ensure that the power of the national government did not usurp the power of the states. Indeed, federal review over state courts was abolished, and the document prohibited the national government from enacting protective tariffs and underwriting internal improvements. The document also permitted the individual states to engage in agreements among themselves and to retain their own armies (but the power to wage war was a national prerogative).

Another area of difference was the process of constitutional amendments. If any three states in the Confederacy called for a convention, the rest of the states had to attend. Amending the Confederate Constitution required the assent of only two-thirds of the states, as opposed to three-quarters of the states under the U.S. Constitution. Ironically, perhaps, the Confederates were unable to address the issues of nullification or secession.

In the end, the Confederate Constitution’s slavish devotion to states’ rights doomed the Confederacy’s war effort and hopes for a sustainable, united nation. Nevertheless, the document’s positions on budgetary processes, the removal of political appointees, presidential term limits, and the creation of a civil service were seen as improvements over the U.S. Constitution.
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Constitutional Union Party

Political party founded in 1859 in anticipation of the potential catastrophe looming in the election of 1860. The increasing political polarization of the 1850s had resulted in the implosion of the existing political parties as the interests of the North and South diverged and trumped standard political platforms. The Constitutional Union Party aimed to bring together Southern moderates—who were the main driving force behind the party—and former Northern Whigs in an effort to save the Union.

At a convention held in Baltimore in May 1860, the party’s delegates chose John Bell, a former member of the Whig Party from Tennessee, as their presidential nominee. Bell was a slaveholder but had voiced his opposition to the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act; indeed, he had been the only Southern senator to vote against it. The party also selected Edward Everett, a former Harvard University professor from Massachusetts, for vice president.

The Constitutional Union Party’s basic platform was to preserve the Union by upholding the Constitution of the United States as it was interpreted by the U.S. Supreme Court. Party members saw themselves as the only viable political option in a nation increasingly polarized by the issue of slavery. The party cautioned against ideological extremism, but taking the middle ground meant taking no stand on the issue of slavery. The Constitutional Union Party hoped that in the event of a deadlock between the candidates fielded by the Republicans and Democrats, the 1860 election would be thrown into the House of Representatives, where Bell’s middle-ground stance had a chance of emerging victorious. That was not to be, but in the election of 1860 the Constitutional Union Party fared well in the upper South, winning 39 electoral college votes with 13 percent of the popular vote, sufficient to carry the states of Tennessee, Kentucky, and Virginia. The party disintegrated after the election.
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Contrabands

Term used to refer to captured or fugitive slaves. In 1861, Union major general Benjamin F. Butler characterized as “contraband of war” three male slaves who had left their posts working on Confederate fortifications and escaped to Union-held Fort Monroe, Virginia. While the term “contraband” usually referred to goods used in the prosecution of war seized by a belligerent, Butler applied the term to the slaves when he refused to return them to the Confederates. Soon all former slaves were called contrabands. The August 1861 Confiscation Act helped codify policy toward contrabands by declaring that any slaves found working for the Confederate cause with their owners’ knowledge would be considered contrabands and immediately set free.

Some of the first contrabands lived on the Sea Islands off the South Carolina and Georgia coasts. These former slaves gained their freedom when their owners fled as Union troops arrived late in 1861. Others who lived nearby soon joined them, using their feet to demonstrate their determination to be free.

While many former slaves found their own shelter in occupied towns and cities, others took up residence in hastily erected contraband camps in such locations as Beaufort, South Carolina; Craney Island, Virginia; Grand Junction, Tennessee; and Corinth, Mississippi. Because the Union Army used many able-bodied former slaves as laborers at the front and as soldiers, contraband camp populations tended to contain mostly women, children, and elderly men. Camp residents lived in various types of shelter. While the food supply was generally adequate, there was rarely enough warm clothing during the winter. Poor sanitation, exposure to the elements, and overcrowding led to high rates of mortality. One camp reported a 25 percent mortality rate during a span of 24 months. Women and girls in the camps also ran a significant risk of being raped. Another constant danger was the threat of military action, such as when the contraband camp at Fort Pillow, Tennessee, was destroyed during a Confederate attack on the fort on April 12, 1864.

Daily camp life included roll calls each morning, work assignments, and the distribution of rations. In the evenings, residents gathered to sew, sing, dance, play games, hold prayer meetings, and visit. Many contraband women worked as field hands, laundresses, seamstresses, hospital attendants, personal servants, cooks, and maids. Some women supported their families by marketing fruits and vegetables, dairy products, and prepared foods. Others operated their own businesses.
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Escaped African American slaves, known as “contrabands,” arrive at Union lines in 1863. Image by David B. Woodbury. (Library of Congress)

In some cases, contrabands returned voluntarily to their masters. Beginning in 1863, many males joined the Union Army. The Freedmen’s Bureau, created in March 1865, was designed to help contrabands and other newly freed black men and women transition to a life of freedom. As the first slaves to make the transition to freedom, contrabands planted the seeds of numerous postwar black communities in Union-occupied areas of the South.
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Cony, Samuel

Birth Date: February 27, 1811

Death Date: October 5, 1870

Governor of Maine. Samuel Cony was born on February 27, 1811, in Augusta, Maine, and attended Wakefield College and Brown University, from which he graduated in 1829. He subsequently studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1832. He commenced a legal practice in Old Town, Maine, and also served as a probate court judge from 1840 to 1846. A Democrat, Cony was elected to the Maine House of Representative and served one term (1835–1836). He held other state and local offices, including a stint on the governor’s council (1839) and as a land agent (1847–1850), as state treasurer (1850–1854), and as mayor of Augusta (1854).

As a War Democrat in 1861, Cony supported the federal government in the secession crisis. In 1862 he was elected to another term in the Maine House of Representatives. In the 1863 elections, he ran for governor and defeated Republican incumbent Abner Coburn. Taking office in January 1864, Cony essentially continued Coburn’s prowar policies and held several enlistment drives to increase the number of Maine enlistees going into federal service. By war’s end in 1865, Maine had contributed a total of 67,000 men. Cony’s administration was well regarded by the Abraham Lincoln administration as well as Maine’s citizens, who reelected him two times. In 1866, ill health kept Cony from seeking another term of office, and he vacated the governor’s post in January 1867. Cony died on October 5, 1870, in Augusta, Maine.
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Cooke, Jay

Birth Date: August 10, 1821

Death Date: February 16, 1905

U.S. financier. Born in Sandusky, Ohio, on August 10, 1821, Jay Cooke was schooled at home. In 1835 he began work in a dry goods store, where he learned business and became the head clerk. In 1837 he moved to Philadelphia, where he clerked for a shipping line.

In 1839 Cooke obtained a clerk’s position at a bank, E. W. Clark & Company, beginning a career focused on banking. By age 21, he had become a partner. Cooke soon emerged as the firm’s leader, specializing in financing railroad construction and other transportation projects.

Cooke left Clark & Company in 1860 and on January 1, 1861, established Jay Cooke & Company in Philadelphia. He founded his new company despite the threat of Civil War, for he had faith in a Union victory and knew that, for bankers, war could be lucrative. Indeed, Cooke worked closely with Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase and after the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) rallied Philadelphia’s banks to buy treasury notes to support the war effort. A few days later, Cooke assisted in convincing bankers in New York City to advance the government $50 million, to be repaid through the sale of bonds.

In 1862 Cooke opened an office in Washington to handle the government’s increasing need for money. Whereas Chase had difficulty finding subscribers to government loans, Cooke had none. Chase appointed Cooke a treasury agent to dispose of bonds, and Cooke persuaded citizens to buy them. When the government faced financial troubles in 1865, Cooke sold $600 million of securities in less than six months.

After the war Cooke expanded his bank, opening branches in New York City and London, and invested in the Northern Pacific Railroad. In 1873, however, the railroad’s continuing drain on finances and a generally bad money market brought insolvency, and Jay Cooke & Company folded. The closure of Cooke’s banking house helped to precipitate a general financial panic that resulted in a stock market crash.

Although Cooke never returned to banking, he successfully invested to recoup his losses, primarily in silver mines. Cooke died in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on February 16, 1905.
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Cooke, John Esten

Birth Date: November 3, 1830

Death Date: September 27, 1886

Writer and Confederate officer. John Esten Cooke was born on November 3, 1830, near Winchester, Virginia. He studied law and was admitted to the bar, but by 1854 he had forsaken a law practice in favor of writing. He penned poetry, several novels, and many short stories. During his relatively short life, he would write some 30 books and more than 200 short stories and poems. His work was not critically acclaimed and was known chiefly for providing highly romanticized glimpses into Southern life and culture, especially in his native Virginia.

Cooke was an avid secessionist and joined the Confederate Army as an artillerist in the spring of 1861. Eventually rising to the rank of major, he was on hand for virtually all of the campaigning in the East. Cooke served as an ordnance officer and staffer to Major General James E. B. Stuart, who was related to him by marriage, and also served on the staffs of several other generals. Cooke wrote extensively about many of the battles and campaigns he experienced, particularly the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Not long after Lieutenant General Thomas “Stonewell” Jackson’s death on May 10, 1863, Cooke penned A Life of Stonewall Jackson (1863), one of the first popular biographies of the Confederate hero. Some of Cooke’s other popular books include the novels Surry of Eagle’s Nest (1866) and Mohun (1870) and the nonfictional A Life of Robert E. Lee (1871). Cooke’s fictional works tend to interweave fact and fiction and so are not good resources for factual detail. His straight historical works are more accurate, but they must be read selectively, as he tended to play fast and loose with the facts, often portraying the Confederates in a better light than reality might have dictated. Also, Cooke tended to gloss over or ignore the harsher aspects of warfare, choosing instead to focus on the heroic or romantic. After his Lee biography, the author turned his attention to non–Civil War topics, many of which portrayed rosy portraits of Virginia history. Cooke died on September 27, 1886, near Boyce, Virginia.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Jackson, Thomas Jonathan; Literature; Peninsula Campaign; Stuart, James Ewell Brown

Further Reading

Fahs, Alice. The Imagined Civil War: Popular Literature of the North and South, 1861–1865. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2001.

Hettle, Wallace. “A Romantic’s Civil War: John Esten Cooke, Stonewall Jackson, and the Ideal of Individual ‘Genius.’” Historian 67(3) (2005): 434–453.

_______________________

Cooke, John Rodgers

Birth Date: November 3, 1830

Death Date: April 10, 1891

Confederate officer. John Rodgers Cooke was born on November 3, 1830, in Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. His father, Brevet Major General Philip St. George Cooke, would serve in the Union Army during the Civil War. After attending Harvard College, John Cooke entered the U.S. Army as a second lieutenant in the 8th Infantry, earning promotion to first lieutenant in January 1861. When Virginia seceded from the Union only months later, Cooke decided to join the Confederate Army, while his father remained loyal to the Union. Receiving a first lieutenant’s commission, Cooke saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

In February 1862, Cooke was advanced to major and became artillery chief for the Department of North Carolina. Promoted to colonel and given command of the 27th North Carolina Infantry Regiment, he led his men effectively during the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). His next major engagement was the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he commanded two regiments and is credited with helping prevent a major Confederate rout.

Advanced to brigadier general on November 1, 1862, Cooke led his brigade effectively during the desperate fighting at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). He fought at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and also at the Second Battle of Bristoe Station (October 14, 1863), when his command suffered high casualties and he was himself seriously wounded. Cooke was on hand for the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), where he was again seriously wounded. He remained with his brigade until the end of the war, having been wounded seven times between 1861 and 1865.

After the conflict, Cooke became a businessman in Richmond, Virginia, and was influential in establishing the Confederate Soldiers’ home there. Cooke died on April 10, 1891, in Richmond.
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Cooke, Philip St. George

Birth Date: June 13, 1809

Death Date: March 20, 1895

Union officer. Philip St. George Cooke was born on June 13, 1809, in Leesburg, Virginia, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1827. Posted to the infantry, he soon transferred to the Dragoons, beginning a long association with the mounted arm. He served in the Black Hawk War of 1832 and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He also fought against the Apaches in New Mexico in 1854 and against the Sioux in Nebraska in 1855, rising through the ranks to colonel in 1858. In 1861 Cooke published a book titled Cavalry Tactics, which helped him to become known by many as the “Father of American Cavalry.” In April 1861 the Civil War erupted and divided Cooke’s family as well as the nation. His son, John R. Cooke, became a Confederate general. Two of Philip Cooke’s daughters also sided with the South. One of those daughters was married to Confederate cavalry hero Major General J. E. B. Stuart, a fact that made Cooke the focus of gossip in much of the country. Cooke’s other daughter was married to Union colonel Jacob Sharpe.

Cooke was promoted to brigadier general in the regular army in November 1861 and commanded cavalry forces in defense of Washington, D.C. He participated in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) under Major General George B. McClellan and saw action in command of a cavalry division in the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862), the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862), and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862).
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Union brigadier general Philip St. George Cooke was known as the “Father of American Cavalry” for his 1861 manual on the subject. One of his daughters was married to Confederate cavalryman Major General J. E. B. Stuart and, during the 1862 Peninsula Campaign, Cooke was accused of not being sufficiently aggressive in pursuing his son-in-law. (National Archives)

Cooke’s wartime leadership produced controversy. Early on, he was criticized for not aggressively pursuing his son-in-law, Stuart, who then circled the entire Union army in June 1862. Many speculated that the reason Cooke was not forceful was that he feared the humiliation of losing a battle to Stuart. As a result of Cooke’s actions at Gaines’ Mill (June 27) in the Seven Days’ Campaign, he was attacked for advancing without orders and launching an ill-fated cavalry charge that attempted to save some cannon in danger of being captured but resulted only in heavy casualties among his men. Critics claimed that Cooke was too wedded to the idea of a saber charge to realize that such tactics were suicidal against entrenched infantry. Cooke also saw action in the Battle of White Oak Swamp (June 30, 1862). On July 5 he asked to be relieved of command, pending an investigation of his actions at Gaines’ Mill.

Cooke never again served in the field during the Civil War and instead was limited to administrative duties. Until August 1863 he served on the courts-martial staff, after which he commanded the District of Baton Rouge until May 1864. From May 1864 to April 1865, he had charge of the Union’s recruiting effort. Cooke was brevetted major general on March 13, 1865.

Following the Civil War, Cooke remained in the army and commanded the new Department of the Platte, which included Iowa, Nebraska, Utah, and part of Dakota and Montana. Cooke’s headquarters was in Omaha, Nebraska. His department saw a heavy flow of white settlers, who preferred using the Great Platte River Road and the new Bozeman Trail.

In his final days in uniform, Cooke, ever the cavalry traditionalist, resisted efforts to eliminate the saber, even though it was not practical for fighting Native Americans in the West. Like many of his fellow army officers, he was often more sympathetic toward the Native Americans than he was toward the white settlers and even learned to speak several different Native American languages. Furthermore, like many officers, he believed that it was whites who had corrupted the Native Americans with their introduction of alcohol, gambling, and the like.

Cooke retired from active duty on October 29, 1873, after more than 50 years in the military. He spent his retirement years writing about his experiences. Cooke died in Detroit, Michigan, on March 20, 1895.

ALAN K. LAMM
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Cooper, Douglas Hancock

Birth Date: November 1, 1815

Death Date: April 29, 1879

Indian agent and Confederate officer. Douglas Hancock Cooper was born on November 1, 1815, in Amite County, Mississippi. He attended the University of Virginia (1832–1834) and also served as a captain in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). In 1853 Cooper was appointed U.S. Indian agent to the Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations. He was well respected by both tribes, especially the Chickasaws, who made him a full member of their tribe.

As the Civil War loomed in early 1861, the new Confederate government urged Cooper to negotiate military alliances with the Indians in Indian Territory (present-day Oklahoma). By the end of 1861, Cooper had raised and equipped the 1st Choctaw and Chickasaw Mounted Rifles, of which he served as colonel. Cooper’s regiment saw action at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), where his troops were criticized for scalping and mutilating Union soldiers. The regiment also fought at the Battles of Newtonia (September 30) and Honey Springs (July 17). Victorious at the former engagement, Cooper’s men temporarily halted the Union advance and reoccupation of Indian Territory. During the Honey Springs engagement, however, Cooper’s regiment was defeated in what was the biggest cavalry battle fought in Indian Territory. For much of the war, Cooper’s men mostly acted as scouts and skirmishers and pursued runaway slaves and escaped convicts. In general, the regiment became well known for its lack of discipline.

Advanced to brigadier general on May 2, 1863, Cooper immediately began to lobby the War Department in Richmond to name him superintendent of Indian Territory as well as its military commander. Richmond demurred, however, based on reports that Cooper had a drinking problem. Finally in July 1864, Cooper was given command of the military district of Indian Territory and became its superintendent in February 1865. He also participated in Major General Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). Neither position, however, seemed to quench Cooper’s ambitions, as he was not given the level of policy latitude that he had sought.

Cooper remained in Indian Territory after the war and spent much time pursuing Choctaw and Chickasaw land claims with the U.S. government. Cooper died on April 29, 1879, at Old Fort Washita, Indian Territory.
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Cooper, Joseph Alexander

Birth Date: November 25, 1823

Death Date: May 20, 1910

Union officer. Joseph Alexander Cooper was born on November 25, 1823, in Whitley County, Kentucky, but moved with his family to Campbell County, Tennessee, as a youth. There he became a farmer and was a staunch Unionist. He briefly served in the U.S. Army during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and by the late 1850s was participating in pro-Unionist activities.

When Tennessee seceded in 1861, Cooper organized pro-Union sympathizers for federal service; several months later, he relocated to Kentucky along with the men he had recruited. There the group became part of the 1st Tennessee Infantry Regiment, and Cooper became a captain in the outfit. Cooper saw combat in Tennessee and at the Battle of Mill Springs (January 19, 1862) before being advanced to colonel of the 6th Tennessee Infantry Regiment in March 1862.

Cooper led his regiment at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) as well as during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). He also saw action during the Union campaigning from Tennessee to Atlanta. Cooper was advanced to brigadier general on July 30, 1864.

Cooper next saw combat at the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864), after which he was given temporary command of a division. He again held a division command during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864) and distinguished himself at the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864). During the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865), Cooper commanded a division for the third time.

Cooper mustered out on January 15, 1866, with a brevet rank of major general (volunteers). He returned to Kentucky, where he launched a failed senatorial bid and worked as an Internal Revenue collector for 10 years. Still a committed farmer, he moved to Kansas in 1880 to take up agricultural pursuits there. Cooper died on May 20, 1910, in Stafford, Kansas.
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Cooper, Samuel

Birth Date: June 12, 1798

Death Date: December 3, 1876

Confederate officer. Samuel Cooper was born on June 12, 1798, in Hackensack, New Jersey. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1815 and was commissioned an artillery officer. After more than 30 years as an artillerist, Cooper was named adjutant general of the U.S. Army, with the rank of colonel, on July 15, 1852. A skilled administrator, Cooper excelled in the position and became a friend of future Confederate president Jefferson Davis, who at the time was the U.S. secretary of war.

With the coming of the Civil War, Cooper unexpectedly embraced the Southern cause and resigned his army commission on March 7, 1861. His decision was surely informed by his close relationship with Davis, Cooper’s wife’s ties to Virginia, and the fact that Cooper had maintained a home in Virginia for a number of years. On March 16 Cooper was appointed adjutant general for the Confederate Army, making him the Confederacy’s senior officer. He initially held a brigadier general’s commission but became the first of the Confederacy’s full generals on May 16, 1861.

Cooper’s responsibilities included supervising record keeping, officially disseminating regulations and orders, and maintaining communications with field commanders. His performance has engendered both praise and derision over the years. Some have argued that Cooper was a facile administrator with an unflappable demeanor. Others have asserted that he was out of touch, was overly concerned with procedural matters, and presided over sloppy record keeping. His Northern pedigree certainly caused some Confederates to question his fealty.

When the war ended, Cooper promptly turned over all Confederate Army records to Union officials, thereby preserving an invaluable and voluminous set of documents. Cooper retired to Alexandria, Virginia, where he died on December 3, 1876.
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Cooperationists

Southerners who favored an attempt at accommodation with the Union or a postponement of secession during the crisis of 1860–1861. Most cooperationists were not opposed to secession; they simply believed that the process should be postponed, for a variety of reasons. The only state that did not have a significant cooperationist element was South Carolina, hardly surprising given that state’s uncompromising position vis-à-vis secession. Indeed, on average, cooperationists made up about 40 percent of the various secession conventions that were held in 1861 (South Carolina had already voted to secede in December 1860).

Cooperationist sentiment ran highest in areas in which there were few slaves and few slave-labor plantations. In the Eastern Seaboard states, this meant counties in the western mountainous areas especially, where yeoman farming was most prevalent. In other areas, this generally applied to the mountainous regions of Tennessee, Alabama, and Arkansas.

A number of cooperationists sought to postpone secession until all Southern states had voted to secede. Believing that there was strength in numbers, they posited that the Union would be more apt to seek accommodation if secession occurred as a unitary move rather than a piecemeal effort state by state. Some even argued that secession as a single bloc might impress foreign governments, causing them to extend recognition to a new Confederate government. A minority of cooperationists still hoped to avoid secession altogether by presenting the federal government with a list of demands requiring compromise, particularly in regard to slavery. An even smaller group of cooperationists, who might better be described as conditional Unionists, wanted to give President-elect Abraham Lincoln and the Republicans a chance to prove that they were not out to abolish slavery or to trample Southern rights. Alexander Stephens, future Confederate vice president, was among this small group.

In the end, all but the most conservative cooperationists acceded to secession when it occurred on a state-by-state basis beginning in late December 1860. And once the firing commenced at Fort Sumter in April 1861, most cooperationists backed the subsequent war.
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Copperheads

Northern Democrats who strongly opposed the Civil War. In 1860 owing to the secession crisis, the Democratic Party broke in two. Southern Democrats nominated John C. Breckinridge for president, while Northern Democrats backed Stephen A. Douglas. Generally, most Democrats in the North favored an immediate peace settlement as soon as the war commenced in April 1861. They called themselves Peace Democrats, but Republicans christened them Copperheads, alleging that they resembled deadly copperhead snakes, which strike without warning. The Copperheads very nominally favored the Union and strongly opposed the war, which they blamed on the abolitionists. They demanded peace, resisted draft laws, and wanted to remove President Abraham Lincoln and the Republicans from power, viewing Lincoln as a despotic tyrant. Their ideological nemeses in the Democratic Party were the War Democrats, who generally supported the war effort and President Lincoln.

Copperheads established their strongest hold in the Midwest, including the southern parts of Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana and parts of Wisconsin. Copperhead sympathizers included many Irish American and German American Catholics in eastern cities, mill towns, and mining camps whose jobs had been lost or curtailed because of the war. Some Copperheads tried to convince Union soldiers to desert and advocated helping Confederate prisoners of war take over their camps and escape. One of the most notorious Copperhead plots was a scheme to liberate Confederate prisoners on Johnson’s Island in Lake Erie and help them return to the South. The Confederacy encouraged these activities, but most Democratic Party leaders rejected Confederate advances.

Loyal Unionists suspected Copperheads of treason because they opposed the war, and President Lincoln often ordered Copperhead leaders arrested and held in military prisons for months without trial. In 1864 one Copperhead leader, Harrison H. Dodd, advocated the overthrow of the governments of Indiana, Illinois, and Kentucky, but Democratic Party leaders and federal intervention stymied his conspiracy. Dodd had hoped to deny the Union the resources from these states and perhaps ally them with the Confederacy.

Clement L. Vallandigham, a former congressman from Ohio, was perhaps one of the most famous Copperheads. He headed the secret antiwar organization known as the Sons of Liberty and declared that the Union was fighting the war to free Southern blacks and enslave Southern whites. He was later arrested and convicted of treason. Lincoln commuted his sentence, however, and banished him behind Confederate lines. Vallandigham’s banishment did not stop Democrats from nominating him for governor of Ohio, however. He operated behind the scenes at the 1864 Democratic Convention in Chicago and there persuaded the party to adopt a platform branding the war a failure. Some extreme Copperheads plotted armed uprisings as a result. The convention adopted a mostly Copperhead platform but chose prowar presidential candidate George B. McClellan, who repudiated the Vallandigham platform. Nonetheless, McClellan’s defeatism was a major factor in his loss in the November elections.

The influence of the Democratic Party and the Copperheads varied with the fortunes of war. When the Union won battles, many Northerners were willing to consider making peace with the Confederacy. When the Union lost battles, these same individuals dismissed Copperheads as defeatists and traitors. But despite the fortunes of war, Copperheads had to constantly counter charges of disloyalty. Disclosures that some were involved in subversive organizations added to public suspicions. The Union victory and end of the war in 1865 thoroughly discredited the Copperheads. Many Northerners believed at the time, perhaps legitimately so, that the Copperhead platform had encouraged the South to keep fighting and thereby prolonged the war.
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Corcoran, Michael

Birth Date: September 21, 1827

Death Date: December 22, 1863

Union officer. Michael Corcoran was born on September 21, 1827, in Donegal, Ireland. Anti-British and a fervent supporter of Irish rights, Corcoran in 1849 immigrated to New York. Corcoran’s military career began when he joined the 69th New York Militia Regiment in 1851 as a private. In 1859 he became colonel of the mostly Irish regiment. On October 6, 1860, when Corcoran declined an invitation to lead the 69th New York in a parade for the visiting Prince of Wales, he was dismissed from command and faced a court-martial. The charges were dismissed, and Corcoran was reinstated in April 1861 when the Civil War began.

The 69th New York deployed to Washington, D.C., arriving there on May 4, 1861. At the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Corcoran was widely praised for his aggressive actions and tenacity. While trying to reorganize his men, however, he was wounded and taken prisoner.

Corcoran was first held in Richmond, Virginia, and later moved to Castle Pinckney in Charleston, South Carolina. In November 1861 he became a pawn in the Enchantress Affair, which began when a group of Confederate privateers were captured and sentenced to death by a federal court for their part in capturing the merchant vessel Enchantress. In retaliation, on November 10 the Confederates selected 14 imprisoned Union officers as hostages to suffer the same fate as the privateers should the sentences be carried out, and Corcoran was the first Union officer selected. Tensions abated when the U.S. government reclassified the privateers as prisoners of war on February 15, 1862, voiding their death sentences. The Confederates offered Corcoran parole if he agreed not to take up arms against the South again, an offer he refused; he gained his freedom in August 1862 as part of a prisoner exchange. President Abraham Lincoln promoted Corcoran to brigadier general, to date from July 21, 1861.

Corcoran returned to New York and announced formation of a new Irish unit, Corcoran’s Brigade, which also became known as Corcoran’s Legion or the Irish Legion. Six regiments were incorporated into the new unit, all primarily Irish, and it fought with distinction in numerous engagements in Virginia throughout 1863. On December 22, 1863, Corcoran died near Fairfax Court House, Virginia, as the result of a riding accident.

JEFF OBERMEYER

See also

Bull Run, First Battle of; Corcoran Legion; Enchantress Affair; Irish Americans

Further Reading

Bilby, Joseph G. Irish Brigades in the Civil War: The 69th New York and Other Irish Regiments of the Army of the Potomac. New York: Da Capo, 2001.

Tucker, Phillip T. God Help the Irish! The History of the Irish Brigade. Buffalo Gap, TX: State House Press, 2007.

_______________________

Corcoran Legion

Union brigade raised in 1862 that consisted largely of Irish immigrants. The Corcoran Legion was recruited by Captain Michael Corcoran, an Irish-born Union Army captain whose capture at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and subsequent refusal to cooperate with his Confederate captors made him a war hero. When he was finally released in August 1862, he was rewarded with a brigadier general’s commission.

At the time of Corcoran’s promotion there were no brigade commands available, so he went to New York City, where he recruited the 155th, 164th, 170th, and 184th New York Infantry Regiments. Combined, these regiments formed a brigade, soon dubbed the Corcoran Legion, with Corcoran commanding it. During the late autumn of 1862 and into the spring of 1863, the Corcoran Legion was detailed to southeastern Virginia, where it participated in the defense of Suffolk. Beginning in July 1862, Corcoran’s brigade was sent to the outskirts of Washington, D.C. Corcoran died in a riding mishap on December 22, 1863, but the legion survived him.

The Corcoran Legion was subsequently assigned to the Army of the Potomac’s II Corps, commanded by Major General Winfield S. Hancock. The unit saw combat in the Battles of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Corcoran’s Legion suffered heavy casualties at Cold Harbor and thereafter ceased to exist as a command. Its survivors all served in the 2nd Division, II Corps, Army of Potomac, until war’s end.
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Corinth, Battle of

Start Date: October 3, 1862

End Date: October 4, 1862

Confederate attempt to recapture the important northern Mississippi hub. The Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862) was part of a large-scale Confederate counteroffensive in the early autumn of 1862 that included simultaneous invasions of Pennsylvania, Kentucky, and western Tennessee. Southern leaders hoped thereby to liberate the highly coveted border states of Maryland and Kentucky and also hoped that battlefield success north of the Potomac River and in the West would sow defeatism in the North and secure British intervention. In the end, however, all three Confederate invasions of Union territory were foiled. General Robert E. Lee was turned back at Antietam on September 17 in the eastern theater, while in the western theater General Braxton Bragg’s Kentucky Campaign came to naught at Perryville on October 8; meanwhile, Major General Earl Van Dorn was repulsed at Corinth.
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The Battle of Corinth, Mississippi, October 3–4, 1862. Union forces under Major General William S. Rosecrans turned back a Confederate effort under Major Generals Earl Van Dorn and Sterling Price to recapture this important rail center. (Library of Congress)

In support of Bragg’s drive into Kentucky, Van Dorn and Major General Sterling Price had been ordered to drive north and engage Union forces under Major General William S. Rosecrans. Van Dorn and Price, commanding separate departments, could not agree on a joint plan and frittered away half of September. Price, however, did ultimately move in support of Bragg on September 14, 1862, sending his 15,000 troops to occupy Iuka, an important crossroads 20 miles east of the crucial rail center of Corinth, Mississippi. Union major general Ulysses S. Grant, finally free from the restraining hand of Major General Henry Halleck, who had been named Union Army general in chief in July, saw an opportunity to counterattack and devised a pincer plan to trap Price’s force there.

Grant sent two divisions east along the railroad from Corinth and two more divisions under Rosecrans to converge on Iuka from the south. At the Battle of Iuka (September 19–20, 1862), an acoustic shadow and communications difficulties prevented Grant’s two wings from closing on Price, who belatedly recognized the danger and escaped via an unblocked road. Price dashed 40 miles west to link up with Van Dorn, while Union forces returned to their base at Corinth, setting the stage for a showdown.

On October 3, 1862, Van Dorn and Price hurled their combined force of 22,000 men against 21,000 Union troops under Rosecrans manning works at Corinth. Fighting hard and demonstrating a willingness to take high casualties, the Confederates turned the Union defenders out of extensive earthworks north of Corinth, then drove the Union troops back some two miles into the city’s inner defenses before nightfall on October 3. Van Dorn renewed the battle in earnest the next morning, but after initial gains his troops succumbed to exhaustion, thirst, and a well-timed Union counterattack that decisively frustrated the Confederate effort.

By early afternoon, Union troops were cutting up the Southerners all along the line, and the Confederates withdrew southward to Ripley, Mississippi, which they reached two days later. Rosecrans, however, failed to pursue. In the two-day Battle of Corinth, Union forces suffered some 2,500 casualties, while the Confederates lost 2,460 killed or wounded and another 1,763 missing or deserted in the withdrawal to Ripley. Coupled with the setbacks in Maryland and Kentucky, the Confederate reverses in Mississippi produced palpable discouragement in Richmond but relief in Washington. In the western theater especially, the initiative had very clearly passed to the Union as Grant began his first campaign against Vicksburg just a few weeks later.
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Corinth, Mississippi

Railroad center located in northeastern Mississippi. In 1861, Corinth was a boom town. Founded in 1853 and originally called Cross City, the settlement grew quickly because of its strategic location at the crossroads of two major rail lines. The Mobile & Ohio Railroad ran north and south through the town, and the Memphis & Charleston Railroad—the backbone of the Confederacy—ran east and west. The town boasted some 1,500 residents, a number of thriving businesses, a women’s college, and three hotels.

With the outbreak of hostilities in April 1861, Corinth from a military standpoint was one of the most important towns in the South. Many of the trains that had once generated business for Corinth began ferrying soldiers and supplies to points throughout the Confederacy. The lines that intersected at Corinth connected the upper South with the cotton states of the lower South and connected the Mississippi River with the Atlantic Ocean. Confederate authorities recognized the importance of holding the town, while U.S. officials promptly recognized that capturing Corinth would significantly disrupt Confederate supply lines.

During the war, Corinth was a hub of both Confederate and Union activity. Following the bloody Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), which took place about 20 miles distant from Corinth, the town became one giant field hospital for thousands of wounded Confederate soldiers. The next month, Union forces advanced on Corinth and placed it under siege (May 3–30). The Confederates eventually abandoned the town, and Union troops occupied the area. In the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), the Confederates tried unsuccessfully to retake the town. For the balance of the war, Corinth remained in Union hands.

During Reconstruction, county lines were redrawn in northern Mississippi, and Corinth became the county seat of newly created Alcorn County. In the years after the war, the town was also a popular site for Confederate veterans’ reunions.

BEN WYNNE

See also

Corinth, Battle of; Corinth, Mississippi, Siege of; Shiloh, Battle of

Further Reading

Cozzens, Peter. The Darkest Days of the War: The Battles of Iuka and Corinth. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006.

Wynne, Ben. Mississippi’s Civil War: A Narrative History. Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Corinth, Mississippi, Siege of

Start Date: May 3, 1862

End Date: May 30, 1862

Union operation following the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). After its defeat at the Battle of Shiloh (Pittsburg Landing), General P. G. T. Beauregard withdrew the Confederate Army of Mississippi 25 miles south to Corinth, Mississippi. Corinth was the most important junction on the Memphis & Charleston Railroad, and many believed it to be the key to control of the Mississippi River Valley.

Major General Henry W. Halleck, overall commander of the Union forces in the West, arrived at Pittsburg Landing on April 11, 1862, and was determined to finish off the Confederates in Corinth with his enormous army group, numbering 105,000 men. This force, the largest field army ever assembled in the United States to that point in time, consisted of Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s Army of the Tennessee, Major General Don Carlos Buell’s Army of the Ohio, and Major General John Pope’s Army of the Mississippi. Grant was named Halleck’s second-in-command shortly before the campaign to take Corinth began, while Major General George Thomas became the new commander of the Army of the Tennessee.

Not until May 3, 1862, did Halleck’s forces depart and begin the march toward Corinth. The army was slowed by Halleck’s innate caution and by spring rains that flooded roads and washed out bridges, turning the Union advance into a crawl. As his army slowly moved in the direction of Corinth, Halleck was determined not to be surprised, as had been the case with Grant at Shiloh, and ordered entrenchments constructed every night when the army encamped and pickets posted far in advance. By the night of May 4, Union forces were just six miles from Corinth, and Halleck began making preparations to lay siege to the city.

Halleck’s caution gave Beauregard time to construct additional defenses at Corinth, including extensive rifle pits. Beauregard especially needed more troops. These arrived in the form of units from New Orleans and Charleston. Major General Earl Van Dorn’s army from Arkansas of about 14,000 men also arrived, giving Beauregard some 70,000 men. Beauregard placed the three corps of Major General Leonidas Polk, Major General William Hardee, and General Braxton Bragg in a semicircle three miles north of the city. Van Dorn’s men held the east flank of the army, and Major General John C. Breckinridge’s corps was in reserve. Beauregard followed Halleck’s advance closely, hoping to attack any part of the Union army if it separated from the main body. Indeed, there were some 30 skirmishes en route.

A major opportunity arose on May 3 when Pope, who was on the left of the Union army, carelessly moved his troops forward without orders to Farmington, just four miles from Corinth. Pope’s movement separated his own command from that of Buell, and Beauregard ordered Bragg and Van Dorn to attack Pope. Bragg was to attack Pope’s front, while Van Dorn was to hit the flank. Bragg attacked, but Van Dorn was slow to move and failed to strike Pope’s flank, allowing the Union troops to fall back. The next day Pope again advanced to Farmington, but Halleck ordered him to fall back because Buell’s troops had failed to move forward in support. On May 8 Pope moved to Farmington once again, but again Buell failed to move forward to support him.

During the second week in May, the Federals closed to within 2.5 miles of Corinth and dug in. The opposing armies were so close that the pickets of each were within speaking distance. Halleck claimed that Beauregard’s force outnumbered his own and telegraphed Secretary of War Edwin Stanton for 50,000 more men. Halleck did not receive reinforcements, and on May 21 he advanced his army to within 1.75 miles of the main Confederate lines.

As the Union army closed on Corinth, Beauregard became increasingly concerned that he would not be able to hold the city in the face of a Union attack. Morale was low because of the Shiloh defeat, and conditions in the camps at Corinth were terrible. Excessive rains had rendered the camps unhealthy, and the water supply had become polluted by refuse. By mid-May, there were more than 18,000 Confederates on the sick rolls suffering from dysentery, measles, and typhoid fever.

Beauregard believed that if he delayed until a Union attack occurred, he would lose a large percentage of his force, along with the city. On May 25 Beauregard held a council of war. He and his generals agreed that an attack against Halleck’s well-fortified position would be useless. They also agreed that the Union army would probably commence its bombardment of Corinth soon, which would make any retreat of Confederate forces perilous. The best option, Beauregard and his generals concluded, would be to evacuate Corinth immediately. Beauregard was careful to make certain that all of his generals were in agreement on the withdrawal so that he did not have to accept full responsibility for abandoning the city.

In order to buy time, Beauregard carried out a clever deception plan. Confederate soldiers were told that they were going to attack the Union positions outside Corinth. Bogus “deserters” were sent to the Yankee lines to inform Halleck of this plan. Beauregard knew that Halleck would remain inactive while awaiting the anticipated Confederate attack.

Meanwhile, Confederate troops replaced forward artillery pieces with Quaker guns, logs painted black to resemble cannon, and dummy cannoneers, uniforms stuffed with straw, to man the defenses of the city. The evacuation began on May 29. Campfires were left burning all night, while drummers stayed behind to beat reveille at the usual hour. To cover the retreat of his army, Beauregard ordered empty train cars to rattle throughout the city all night. Each train would stop at certain places and blow its whistle, while soldiers loudly cheered, giving the illusion that fresh troops were reinforcing the city. Confederate sick and wounded as well as heavy equipment were moved by train. Those who were fit marched 35 miles south to Baldwyn and there formed a new defensive line.

The Union commanders, hearing all of the commotion coming from Corinth on the night of May 29, became convinced that the Confederates were preparing for an all-out attack the next morning. By 4:00 a.m. on May 30, however, all of the noise coming from Corinth stopped. At dawn, seeing black smoke coming from the city but no sign of the enemy, Union soldiers pressed forward and discovered that the Confederates had abandoned the city. The last troops to leave had torched supplies that could not be moved.

Halleck was elated and hailed the capture of Corinth as a great victory, but many, including many of his generals and some reporters, believed that his victory was a hollow one. They believed that given his great numerical advantage over his foe, Halleck should have captured both Corinth and Beauregard’s army. Within weeks Halleck had dispersed his army, leaving only four divisions to guard the railroad around Corinth.

Beauregard’s army ultimately withdrew to Tupelo, Mississippi, 52 miles south of Corinth, rather than to Baldwyn because the area provided his army with a good water supply and a strong defensive position. Nonetheless, Beauregard came in for heavy criticism in the South for abandoning Corinth and a large portion of the Mississippi Valley. Since the Battle of Shiloh, Beauregard had conceded almost 15,000 square miles of territory to the Union. He was relieved of his command on June 20, 1862, and replaced by General Braxton Bragg.
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Corps Badges

Union Army insignia. During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Major General Philip Kearny ordered the soldiers of his 3rd Division, III Corps, Army of the Potomac, to wear a rectangular patch made of red flannel on their hats so that he could distinguish his own troops in the smoke and confusion of battle and better control straggling. A year later, Major General Daniel Butterfield built on the idea by devising a system of distinctive badges for each of the seven corps of the Army of the Potomac. It was hoped that the use of this insignia on wagons, artillery vehicles, and soldiers’ caps and uniforms would lead to better control of units in battle while at the same time instilling unit pride and improving morale.

The War Department issued formal orders suggesting corps badges in each Union army on March 21, 1863. This caught on quickly within the various commands. By 1864, nearly two-thirds of frontline Union troops wore a corps badge.

These badges became more elaborate as time went on, especially for officers, who usually had them made of embroidery or various metals; some were even enameled. A basic symbol, such as the III Corps diamond, would then be color coded for each division, such as red for the first division, white for the second division, blue for the third division, etc. Often the regimental number in metal was pinned to the center of the cloth badge. The badges were worn at various points on the uniform. Some corps mandated that they be displayed on the left front part of the shirt; others placed them on the front or side of the hat. Most often, however, they were displayed at the top of the hat, as that position was most visible.

The Confederate Army never adopted systematized corps badges, although several commanders—including General P. G. T. Beauregard and Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson—employed cloth badges at various times to distinguish their men from Union troops.

DANA LOMBARDY

See also

Butterfield, Daniel Adams; Kearny, Philip; Peninsula Campaign

Further Reading

Davis, George B., Leslie J. Perry, and Joseph W. Kirkley. The Official Military Atlas of the Civil War. New York: Fairfax, 1983.

Sears, Stephen W. Chancellorsville. Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1996.

_______________________

Corpus Christi, Texas, Siege of

Start Date: August 16, 1862

End Date: August 18, 1862

Union naval attack on the southern Texas coast. In July 1862 Acting Lieutenant John W. Kittredge, commander of the bark Arthur, which was part of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, laid plans to capture Corpus Christi on the Texas Gulf Coast some 260 miles southwest of Galveston. The port could serve as a base of operations for Union forces to launch a land campaign in Texas. Major Alfred M. Hobby commanded Confederate troops at Corpus Christi. He had at his immediate disposal some 350 soldiers of the 8th Texas Infantry Battalion, some cavalry, and an unknown number of civilian volunteers. He also had half a dozen cannon but was low on powder and had no experienced artillerists. Earlier, the Confederates had sunk three cement-filled schooners in the bay channel to prevent Union ships from approaching the city.

On August 12, 1862, Kittredge sailed the Union warships Archer, Sachem, Reindeer, and Belle Italia and the yacht Corypheus into Corpus Christi Bay, where the Archer promptly captured the Confederate armed schooner Breaker. The Confederates burned the schooner Elma and the sloop Hannah at Corpus Christi to keep them from being taken as well. The following day, Kittredge went ashore at Corpus Christi under a flag of truce to demand the city’s surrender but agreed to a two-day truce to permit women and children to evacuate the city.

Following the expiration of the truce, on August 15 Hobby’s men and some civilian volunteers repositioned three of his guns so as to be better able to defend the city against Union assault from the bay, and on August 16 they opened fire on the Union vessels in Corpus Christi Bay. The Union ships replied, and in the exchange of fire both the Union steamer Sachem and the yacht Corypheus were struck by shells, while the Confederate fortification sustained only limited damage.

On August 18 Kittredge sent ashore a landing party of 32 sailors from the Belle Italia in an effort to spike the guns of the Confederate battery, but the men were driven back to their boats by Texas cavalry under Captain James A. Ware. The Confederates reported 1 man killed; Union forces had only several wounded. Kittredge withdrew from Corpus Christi Bay that same day.

Although the residents of Corpus Christi were cheered by events and promptly declared their city to be the “Vicksburg of Texas,” Union warships continued to control the Texas coast. On November 16, 1863, Union forces under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks occupied Corpus Christi, which remained under Union control for the rest of the war.
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Corrick’s Ford, Battle of

Event Date: July 13, 1861

Early engagement along the Cheat River in Tucker Country, Virginia (now West Virginia). The Battle of Corrick’s Ford was fought between Union forces under Major General George B. McClellan, commander of the Department of the Ohio, and Confederate forces under Brigadier General Robert S. Garnett. Although small in scale, the battle had considerable impact.

Following the announced secession of the western counties from Virginia, McClellan moved some 20,000 men into the area to protect it against Confederate attack and defend the vital Baltimore & Ohio Railroad connecting the western region to Washington and Baltimore. Confederate authorities in Richmond then dispatched some 4,500 Virginia and Georgia troops under Garnett who occupied Beverly, some 50 miles west of the Shenandoah Valley. Garnett divided his force to defend against Union attacks from the north and west of Beverly and launched a series of raids against the Union forces. Heavily outnumbered, he could do little more. McClellan decided to destroy Garnett’s force, and on July 11, with some 15,000 men, McClellan attacked and defeated 1,300 of Garnett’s men under Lieutenant Colonel John Pegram in the Battle of Rich Mountain.

Learning of the Rich Mountain defeat, at about midnight Garnett abandoned his own position on Laurel Mountain and marched toward Beverly. Falsely informed that Union troops were in Beverly, Garnett retraced his steps to Leadville, then headed north across Cheat Mountain into the Cheat River Valley, pursued by the Indiana Brigade commanded by Brigadier General Thomas A. Morris. The mountain terrain and heavy rain slowed the Confederates and their wagon train.

By noon on July 13, the Confederates were moving up Shaver’s Fork of the Cheat River toward Corrick’s Ford, actually two fords on the same property less than a half mile apart. The Union advance force cut off a Georgia regiment serving as the wagon train rear guard and came upon the Confederates crossing at the first ford. Initially thrown back by Confederate forces positioned to guard the ford, the advancing Union troops were reinforced by Colonel Ebenezer Dumont’s 7th Indian Regiment and gradually forced the Confederates to withdraw downstream to the second ford, where the wagon train was crossing.

As he tried to rally his men, now almost out of ammunition and hard-pressed by the Union troops, Garnett was shot and mortally wounded. He was the first general officer, North or South, killed in the war.

The Confederates then fled, abandoning their commander, a gun, and some 40 wagons. The remaining Confederates reached Monterey two days later. McClellan, having achieved his objective of protecting the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, declined to continue the pursuit. Meanwhile, Pegram, his own withdrawal having been cut off by McClellan, surrendered with 555 men.

The battles at Rich Mountain and Corrick’s Ford ensured Union control of western Virginia, largely eliminated the Confederate threat to the vital Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, and made Major General George B. McClellan a hero in the North, serving to elevate him to the position of general in chief of the U.S. Army. Several weeks after the battles, General Robert E. Lee arrived to take command of operations in western Virginia.
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Corse, John Murray

Birth Date: April 27, 1835

Death Date: April 27, 1893

Union officer. John Murray Corse was born on April 27, 1835, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, but spent much of his youth in the Iowa Territory. There he took charge of a successful book business begun by his father and also served six terms as mayor of Burlington, Iowa Territory. Corse studied law and was admitted to the bar, but he rarely practiced.

From 1853 to 1855, Corse attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, but did not graduate. Following the outbreak of the Civil War, he became a major in the 6th Iowa Infantry Regiment in June 1861, and during the winter and spring of 1862 he served as a staff officer for Major General John Pope. Corse saw action during operations around New Madrid, Missouri (March 3–14, 1862) and Island No. 10 (April 7, 1862).

Corse returned to his regiment, as its lieutenant colonel, as of May 21 and saw combat at the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). Advanced to colonel on March 29, 1863, he participated in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), during which he was cited for gallantry. On August 11, 1863, Corse was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers.

Now in command of the 4th Brigade, 4th Division, XV Corps, Army of the Tennessee, Corse led his men effectively during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). He was wounded at the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863) and returned to Iowa to recuperate.

Corse returned to duty in February 1864, this time as inspector general for Major General William T. Sherman, a post that Corse held until July 26, 1864, when he took charge of a division in XVI Corps. After the capture of Atlanta on September 2, 1864, Sherman sent Corse to occupy and hold the strategically important Allatoona Pass (October 5, 1864). Corse’s 2,000-man force took staggering casualties in the fierce Confederate effort to dislodge them, but the Union lines held. Corse was again wounded during the fighting.

Corse later commanded a division under Sherman on his March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and the March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Corse was brevetted major general for his performance at Allatoona Pass. Declining a regular army commission, he left the volunteer army on April 30, 1866.

After the war, Corse was an internal revenue collector for Chicago, worked in several construction firms, and eventually moved to Massachusetts, where he was active in Democratic Party politics. Corse died on April 27, 1893, in Winchester, Massachusetts.
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Corse, Montgomery Dent

Birth Date: March 14, 1816

Death Date: February 11, 1895

Confederate officer. Montgomery Dent Corse was born on March 14, 1816, in Alexandria, Virginia. He served as a volunteer captain in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), took part in the California Gold Rush, and in the late 1850s became a successful banker in Alexandria. At the same time, he was also an officer in the local militia.

After Virginia seceded from the Union in 1861, Corse was named assistant adjutant general for Alexandria, which was soon abandoned by the Confederates. He then entered Confederate service as colonel of the 17th Virginia Infantry Regiment and saw extensive service in fighting in Virginia during 1861 and 1862. At the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), Corse had temporary command of a brigade.

With a badly depleted regiment, Corse next saw combat at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where his unit took two battle flags but finished the fight with only seven men remaining in the ranks. On November 1, 1862, Corse was advanced to brigadier general and given a command in Major General George Pickett’s division. Corse saw action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). His brigade was detached from the Army of Northern Virginia during most of 1863 and therefore missed the fighting at Chancellorsville (May 1–4) and Gettysburg (July 1–3). The brigade then spent the rest of the year on duty in southwestern Virginia and in North Carolina.

During the last 15 months of the war, Corse’s unit saw much action in Virginia, including the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). At the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865), Corse’s command turned in a brilliant performance. Corse was taken prisoner at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865) and was detained at Fort Warren (Massachusetts) until his release in August 1865.

After the war Corse returned to Alexandria, where he remained active in the banking industry. Corse died on February 11, 1895, in Alexandria.
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Cosby, George Blake

Birth Date: January 19, 1830

Death Date: June 29, 1909

Confederate officer. George Blake Cosby was born in Louisville, Kentucky, on January 19, 1830. Commissioned upon his graduation from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852, he was assigned to Texas, where he fought in a number of engagements with the Comanches. He also taught cavalry tactics at West Point. Promoted to first lieutenant in the 2nd Cavalry Regiment in 1856, in May 1861 Cosby resigned his commission to enter Confederate service as a staff officer.

Major Cosby was assigned to Tennessee and took part in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) on the Cumberland River. On February 15 he carried the communication from Brigadier General Simon B. Buckner to Union commander Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant requesting surrender terms. Following a brief period as a prisoner of war, Cosby returned to Buckner’s staff briefly before being promoted to colonel and transferred to the cavalry.

Cosby assumed command of a cavalry brigade under his former commander in the U.S. Army, Major General Earl Van Dorn. Cosby saw action in the Battle of Thompson’s Station (March 5, 1863) in Tennessee and in April was promoted to brigadier general to date from January. He then was assigned to General Joseph E. Johnston’s command around Vicksburg and after that city’s fall on July 4 remained active in Mississippi for the balance of the year. Relieved of his command, Cosby spent eight months awaiting orders. His last Confederate service was in the Department of West Virginia and East Tennessee, where he served as a cavalry commander and fought against troops commanded by his former West Point classmate Brigadier General George Crook and another old army colleague, Major General George Stoneman, until Cosby’s surrender in May 1865.

Postbellum, Cosby farmed in California and served as secretary of the state board of engineers. In poor health from war injuries, Cosby committed suicide in Oakland, California, on June 29, 1909.
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Cost of the Civil War

The Civil War was the first major protracted conflict of the industrial age and proved to be enormously costly in terms of government expenditures, lost production, Southern devastation, and casualties. By January 1863 the U.S. government was spending $2.5 million per day to wage the war and became the first government in the world to spend more than $1 billion in a single year. In 1879 the total cost of the war for the Union was estimated at $6.19 billion. And by 1906, the federal government had spent an additional $3.3 billion on veterans’ pensions and benefits. The Confederate government spent an estimated $2.099 billion on the war.

Both governments helped finance their wars by printing paper money in ever-larger quantities, sparking serious inflation. By war’s end, inflation in the Confederacy had become ruinous. Northern currency at its lowest point saw $1 in gold equal $2.59 in paper money. The federal government issued about $450 million in greenbacks, so-named because the reverse was printed in green ink. By the end of the war, Union inflation was about 180 percent of 1860 levels. Confederate money consistently declined in value as the war went on. By 1865, the inflation rate was 9,000 percent of 1861 values, and $1 gold in gold was equivalent to about $70 in paper currency.

Both the Union and the Confederacy also employed increased taxation and borrowing to pay war costs. Until 1861, the United States had depended largely on tariff duties for revenue. The South opposed tariffs, however, because the region was dependent on imports of manufactured products and the export of agricultural products. After Southern secession, the U.S. government raised tariffs both to increase revenue and to protect prospering Union manufacturing from foreign competition. The U.S. Congress also levied taxes on individual incomes, liquor, receipts, and various legal documents. The North raised 21 percent of its war costs from taxation. The South, being a predominantly agrarian civilization with a traditional aversion to central governmental taxation, had far fewer sources of tax revenue.

Borrowing was a major source of war revenues for both governments. Two-thirds of Union war costs were derived from bond sales, thus deferring the problem of payment to future generations. The national debt in 1860 was $64 million; by 1866 it was $2.68 billion. Northern bankers were employed to sell government bonds to individuals, thus dispersing much of the cost of the war to about 5 percent of the population. The Confederacy found it much more difficult to sell war bonds. With fewer banks, a smaller commercial middle class, and an economy based principally on ownership of land and slaves, only about 40 percent of Southern war costs were covered by bond sales. All Confederate bonds became worthless after 1865, thus wreaking devastation on the Southern economy.

The war was also expensive in terms of indirect costs. In human capital—or what might have been produced and earned had the war not intervened—the North lost $1.06 billion, while the South lost $767 million. Total decline in consumption was $1.5 billion for the Union and $3.62 billion for the Confederacy. The South, of course, suffered particular losses because of the nature of the war and its outcome. Almost all of the war’s physical devastation occurred in the Confederacy. Also, the U.S. Congress passed confiscation laws that gave Union armies broad license to seize cotton, slaves, and other personal property as contraband of war. The result of this total war policy was burned or plundered homes; vast swaths of countryside pillaged for forage; enormous losses of livestock and crops; destroyed bridges, railroads, and other infrastructure; and devastated college campuses. The total cost of this physical destruction was estimated at $1.48 billion. The cost of the collapse of unrealized cotton prices was an additional $1.67 billion. In addition, the South lost some $1.96 billion with the emancipation of slaves, the cost of which was never reimbursed. The total cost of the war North and South, both direct and indirect, was at least $18 billion. This was a staggering sum in 19th-century dollars. Casualties in the war, which are treated in a separate entry, were even more sobering.
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Cotton

Cotton is an important seed fiber that grows within a pod or boll. It is capable of effective cultivation only in warm areas with long growing seasons and adequate rainfall. In the United States, cotton cultivation ranges from southern and eastern North Carolina down the coast into Florida and west into Texas. A labor-intensive crop, cotton was widely cultivated throughout the lower South during the 19th century, employing slave labor. At the time of the Civil War, cotton was used for window dressings, upholstery, floor and wall coverings, bedding, apparel, underpinnings, uniforms, and various war matériel.

Cotton was grown in the American colonies almost as soon as they had been established in the late 17th century and the 18th century. The finest grade of American cotton was Sea Island, a long-staple fiber predominantly grown in coastal areas of Georgia and on the Sea Islands of South Carolina. A medium-staple cotton fiber known as Upland was produced in large quantities throughout the South and the Mississippi River Valley and was used for general-grade cotton fabric. During the Antebellum period, cotton acquired the labels “White Gold” and “King Cotton.”

Cotton was nevertheless a minor crop in the American colonies until the mid-18th century. The time-consuming task of separating the seeds from the fiber was performed by hand, slowing production and resulting in only small exports of cotton. Soon, technological advances aided the expansion of cotton production. In 1733 the flying shuttle, a device that eliminated much of the hand weaving required for fabric production, was invented. Other mechanized spinning devices were soon developed, making cotton fabric available at lower prices and increasing its end uses. Both steam and water were used by 1800 to power cloth-producing machinery, chiefly in New England. In 1793 Hannah Wilkinson, a resident of Rhode Island, created sewing thread from long-staple Surinam cotton. It was stronger than the linen thread that was commonly used at the time, and a new industry was formed.

The invention of the cotton gin in 1793, attributed to Eli Whitney, radically transformed the speed at which cotton fiber was produced. The cotton gin separated seeds from raw fibers and allowed a single laborer to accomplish in 1 day what had previously taken 50 days, reducing the cost of fiber production by 98 percent. When adapted to a steam engine, the entire process of fiber production was greatly accelerated, with annual output rising from 180,000 pounds in 1793 to 6 million pounds in 1795 and then to 93 million pounds in 1810. The increase in the cotton supply and the gradual use of water or steam to power textile mills resulted in prices drastically dropping. Improvements made in production and transportation of cotton along with rising global demand soon caused a scramble by Southern growers and Northern investors for increased profits.
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African American slaves preparing cotton for the gin on Port Royal Island, South Carolina, 1862. (Library of Congress)

By the mid-19th century, American cotton was one of the largest industries in the world. Before the Civil War, 85 percent of all consumption of American-grown cotton occurred in the United States, Great Britain, and continental Europe. By 1859, 77 percent of the 800 million pounds of cotton imported by England every year came from America.

Increased cotton production required greater numbers of workers. In 1830 there were approximately 700,000 African American slaves in the United States, a figure that increased to some 3.2 million in 1850, most of whom worked on cotton plantations. The cotton gin, which significantly increased profitability for growers, entrenched cotton more deeply into a slave-driven economy and an agrarian society. By 1860, there were probably close to 4 million slaves in the South.

Prior to 1860, the South had little industry, and its economy was based on an agricultural system dependent upon slave labor. Southern lifestyles were largely regulated by the agricultural economy, and over time this meant that they were tied to the cotton industry. Southern cotton fueled the textile industrial revolution in the North by providing most of the cotton for Northern mills, but the North had a broad industrial infrastructure. Nevertheless, it relied heavily on the domestic textile industry, which produced $100 million worth of cotton cloth annually. Northern mills sold finished textiles to the South, and mainly Northern ships transported cotton and cotton products worldwide.

Before the Civil War, expanding European textile industries employed up to a fourth of the population in their respective countries. Middle Eastern and Indian suppliers were inadequate, so dependence on American raw cotton increased. By 1859, American cotton growers were producing 4.5 billion bales, which represented two-thirds of the world’s production. By 1860, cotton was America’s leading export.

The importance of cotton to the world economy caused Confederate officials to believe that their nation was self-sufficient and that cotton would provide adequate war revenues and would compel nations such as Great Britain and France to recognize the Confederacy and perhaps entice them to help the cause materially. Convinced that these countries would intervene in the Civil War to protect their own cotton-dependent economies, the Confederacy employed an informal embargo to create shortages in Europe. On May 21, 1861, the Confederacy prohibited the sale of cotton to the North. Withholding the cotton crop from Europe, a policy strongly supported by Confederate president Jefferson Davis, proved to be a major blunder. Cotton should have been rushed to market and used to purchase arms and war supplies before the Union blockade closed in.

Other economic factors affected cotton during the Civil War. Increased transportation costs of raw cotton to Europe, driven in part by the Union naval blockade of Southern ports, and decreases in supply resulted in price increases that ultimately lowered demand. An additional factor that affected global supply and demand was a bumper crop of cotton in 1860, which had caused European warehouses to have an overabundance of the commodity and allowed American mill owners in the South to stockpile raw cotton, which in turn dropped prices. Not until late 1862 were the economic effects of the Confederacy’s so-called Cotton Diplomacy felt completely, and by that time suppliers in India, Brazil, and Egypt had largely supplanted Southern cotton in European markets. In 1863 and 1864 world demand for cotton recovered, but non-American suppliers largely filled demand.

On May 1, 1861, Great Britain declared neutrality in the Civil War, and the government of France soon followed. Despite these neutrality declarations, Southern cotton was used for security on loans, bonds, and certificates from other foreign powers. Eventually the Confederacy realized $7,678,591 in foreign exchange based on cotton securities.

Cotton production declined during the Civil War. By 1862, shortages of food and an abundance of cotton resulted in an urgent plea by the Confederate government for the cultivation of food products and the reduction of cotton acreage by 80 percent. This shift produced a drastic drop in cotton production, from 4.5 million bales in 1861 to just 1.5 million bales in 1862, 500,000 bales in 1863, and approximately 300,000 bales in 1864. As the war progressed, inflation and astronomical prices for food and supplies encouraged cotton smuggling from the South to the North, particularly by war widows.

Southern textile mills converted to the manufacture of uniforms, blankets, tents, and other supplies for Confederate troops with a workforce that became mostly female. At the close of the war, many of the mills were destroyed by both Southern owners and Union occupation troops. One area that was left untouched was Augusta, Georgia, where the Augusta Cotton Exchange helped to reestablish the southern textile industry and remained a viable enterprise until 1964.

Following the war, cotton production expanded westward, aided by irrigation in the Southwest, while spinning and weaving mills were reestablished in the South during the 1870s. Raw cotton continued to be the single most valuable U.S. export until the 1930s.
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Cottonclads

Confederate warships, usually converted river steamers. The Confederate River Defense Fleet in the Mississippi River numbered more than a dozen lightly armed and poorly armored gunboats. Known as cottonclads and constructed with double pine bulkheads bolted together and stuffed with compressed cotton, they mounted only one or two guns each but were somewhat faster and more agile than their Union counterparts. A number had reinforced bows of oak and iron, enabling them to act as rams.

The Confederates also employed cottonclads in the Battle of Galveston (January 1, 1863). These makeshift warships carried cotton bales to provide some protection against small arms fire. The cottonclads included the Bayou City (125 feet in length, 65 feet in beam, and 5 feet in depth of hull), mounting one 32-pounder, and the Neptune (dimensions unknown), armed with two 24-pounder boat howitzers. The two cottonclads also carried sizable contingents of horse marines, members of the 5th and 7th Texas Cavalry Regiments, armed mostly with Enfield rifles and some double-barreled shotguns.
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Cotton Diplomacy

The Confederacy’s attempt to use European demand for cotton as a bargaining chip for official recognition during the Civil War. When the war began, the North enjoyed tremendous advantages over the South in terms of population and especially in manufacturing capacity. A key element of Confederate policy, therefore, was to use the South’s cotton production to secure diplomatic recognition from Britain and France. The South was then the world’s leading producer of raw cotton, which was shipped to mills primarily in Britain and France to be woven into cloth. Virtually all Southerners assumed that the British and French governments would therefore be forced by economic pressure, if for no other reason, to recognize the Confederacy. To hasten this process, Confederate leaders at the beginning of the war planned to withhold the cotton crop from export in the expectation that this would force the closure of mills and bring heavy economic pressure on the governments to act. Confederate president Jefferson Davis was a supporter of the plan.

Southern Cotton, 1861–1865



	Use
	Percentage



	Used in the South
	  4.4%



	Sold to Britain and Europe
	  7.4%



	Sold to North
	13.2%



	Destroyed
	48.5%



	Sold after the War
	26.5%




The Confederate government never formally adopted the cotton embargo, but it went into effect nonetheless, strongly supported by the state governments and Confederate citizenry. The argument behind it was faulty. First, a bumper crop in 1860 had produced a large surplus of cotton on the world market. As a consequence, the pressure was not felt until 1862, and by then new markets in India, Egypt, and Brazil helped to make up some of the shortfall. Davis and other supporters of the embargo also failed to realize how difficult it would be for Britain and France to declare war on the United States, especially given the great importance of grain (“corn” as it was known in Britain) imports by Britain from the North and after U.S. president Abraham Lincoln’s Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. While the British upper classes may have favored the Confederacy, after the issuance of the proclamation, free labor–minded British working-class voters equated recognition of the Confederacy with support for slavery.

The cotton embargo was a serious error. The Confederacy should have rushed all possible cotton to market and used it to pay for imports of needed arms, steam engines, and other manufactured goods essential for prosecution of the war. Although cotton was later exported abroad, much of it from ports on the Gulf of Mexico and through Mexico itself, it was too little too late. As Southern leaders discovered, cotton as a diplomatic tool was vastly overrated.
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Cotton Gin

Device developed and perfected by Eli Whitney in 1793. The cotton gin easily and quickly separated the cotton fibers from the seeds and other unwanted products, making the large-scale cultivation and marketing of short-staple cotton profitable. By making cotton a commercial success, Whitney helped to perpetuate the institution of slavery and entrenched cotton as the bedrock of the Southern economy. A need for more land for cotton cultivation also led to the forced removal of Native Americans from their lands east of the Mississippi River and to the expansion of slavery into lands west of the Mississippi. The expansion of slavery led to greater tensions between Northern abolitionists and Southern planters, who depended on slave labor for their economic survival.

By the late 18th century, several inventors had turned to the problem of how to separate seeds and other debris from cotton, as the seeds were barbed and difficult to remove. The only method available was to remove them by hand with a comblike device. The process was slow, with one worker being able to clean only about one pound of cotton per day. Joseph Eve, a Philadelphia inventor, created a primitive cotton gin in the 1780s that was used by British planters in the West Indies. Eve’s gin (short for “engine”) was the first to substitute mechanical energy for human energy, but it was inefficient.

The breakthrough came in 1793 when Whitney, a recent Yale graduate, was touring the South. He became acquainted with Catherine Littlefield Greene, widow of Revolutionary War major general Nathanael Greene, who told him about the need for a machine to clean cotton. Whitney decided to apply his energies to the problem. Greene offered the use of her basement and provided slaves to demonstrate how the work was done and to assist him. Within six months, Whitney had a workable model of an efficient cotton gin.

Whitney’s invention consisted of a wooden cylinder with rows of spikes. The spikes meshed with a wire grid and pulled cotton fibers through the grid. The wires were too close for the cotton seeds to pass through, so they remained behind. A brush cleaned the cotton off the spikes so it could be collected and packed into bales. The bales could then be shipped to factories that produced textiles. The process was simple once Whitney had shown the way.

Whitney was later forced to defend his patent in the courts, but blacksmiths were able to turn out copies of his gin without regard to patent laws. His hand-cranked invention could process up to 50 pounds of cotton a day. Suddenly planters could produce marketable cotton at a rate previously unknown. The invention became a great commercial success. Before Whitney developed his cotton gin, the United States had exported 500,000 pounds of cotton per year. Ten years later in 1803, more than 40 million pounds of cotton were exported to factories in Europe.

The increasing demand for cotton resulted in a greater demand for agricultural land on which to grow it. Southern planters coveted the lands held by the Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Cherokees, and Seminoles—the so-called Five Civilized Tribes of the lower South—and used political and military pressure to force the Native Americans to cede parts of their territory for white settlement. Eventually most Native Americans were forcibly removed to new lands west of the Mississippi River.

The growth of a cotton economy also led to more demand for slaves. Prior to 1793, slavery had seemed to be a dying institution. Without an economic need for slave labor, abolitionists hoped that it would disappear. Instead, the increase in cotton production required more slaves, and the more efficient gin could process all the cotton that slaves could harvest. Southern politicians soon advocated the spread of slavery into other territories where cotton could be grown, while abolitionists and other groups opposed it.

In 1846 the Mexican-American War began. Some critics condemned it as an attempt to obtain additional territory in which to spread slavery and cotton production. The issue became sharply focused with the August 1846 introduction of the Wilmot Proviso. This piece of legislation, introduced by Representative David Wilmot, a Democrat from Pennsylvania, was added to an appropriations bill and stipulated that slavery would not be allowed to exist in any territory obtained from Mexico. Southern senators vigorously opposed the proviso even though they had already realized that most of the territory that would likely be taken from Mexico was unsuitable for cotton cultivation. The Wilmot Proviso was defeated in the Senate in 1847 after a hard-fought battle but was nevertheless a major step toward Southern secession and the Civil War.
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Couch, Darius Nash

Birth Date: July 23, 1822

Death Date: February 12, 1897

Union officer. Darius Nash Couch was born on July 23, 1822, in Putnam County, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1846. Among his classmates were Civil War leaders George B. McClellan and Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. Upon graduation, Couch was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 4th U.S. Artillery Regiment.

Often in precarious health, Couch could be very demanding of the men under his command. During the opening months of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) he was frequently bedridden, suffering from high fevers. During the Battle of Buena Vista (February 23, 1847) he performed admirably, handling his own guns as well as several other batteries, for which he was brevetted. Couch went on to serve in Major General Winfield Scott’s Mexico City Campaign, during which he carried out his duties with considerable efficiency. In December 1847 Couch was promoted to first lieutenant.

In 1853 Couch, a self-taught naturalist, took a leave of absence from the army and embarked on an expedition to Mexico, sponsored by the Smithsonian Institution. He helped gather many samples of flora, fauna, and geological specimens. In 1855 Couch resigned from the army, joining a copper goods manufacturing concern.

In June 1861 not long after the Civil War began, Couch became the colonel of the 7th Massachusetts Regiment. By August, he had been appointed brigadier general of volunteers. He ably led a division in IV Corps during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was advanced to major general in July 1862. Continuing to head a division, he saw action during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862). He then commanded II Corps during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), suffering heavy casualties, and at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).

Frustrated with Major General Joseph Hooker’s leadership of the Army of the Potomac, Couch requested a transfer, becoming commander of the newly created Department of the Susquehanna in June 1863. As such, he was in charge of Pennsylvania home guard troops who resisted Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s incursion into Pennsylvania. Couch was on hand at the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864) leading a division of XXIII Corps, with which he moved to North Carolina for the closing operations there.

On May 26, 1865, Couch resigned his commission. He subsequently resided in Massachusetts for a time. He served briefly as head of a West Virginia mining company before moving permanently to Connecticut, where he was active in that state’s militia. Couch died in Norwalk, Connecticut, on February 12, 1897.
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Courtenay, Thomas Edgeworth

Birth Date: April 19, 1822

Death Date: September 3, 1875

Inventor of the Confederate coal torpedo. Thomas Edgeworth Courtenay was born in Belfast, Ireland, on April 19, 1822, the youngest son of Charles Courtenay, harbor master of Belfast. The younger Courtenay immigrated to the United States in 1842, arriving in New Orleans. After spending several years in Vicksburg, Mississippi, he settled in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1845.

Courtenay began his career in the marine and fire insurance business, focusing on the many steamboats operating on the Mississippi River. Developing extensive professional and personal contacts in St. Louis politics and society, he became a Mason and a trustee of the St. Louis Ice Company. In January 1860 he was appointed interim sheriff of St. Louis County after the elected sheriff had died in office. After Courtenay had served eight months, a new sheriff was elected and discovered an error of $35,000 in the office accounts. Courtenay claimed that his deputy, Thomas Barron, was responsible and filed a lawsuit against him, pledging all his assets as a bond. With his assets unavailable and war clouds looming over Missouri, Courtenay moved his family to live with relatives in Baltimore, Maryland, setting up insurance offices in both Baltimore and New York.

Courtenay offered to serve as purchasing agent to the new Confederate government in May 1861, but this overture was ignored. Increasingly displeased with the policies of President Abraham Lincoln, Courtenay joined Confederate major general Sterling Price as a volunteer aide in the summer of 1863. Drawing upon his experience with steamboat fires, Courtenay developed a plan for a coal-shaped explosive that could be hidden in the fuel supplies of Union vessels. Shoveled into the boiler fires, the coal torpedoes would explode, bursting boilers and setting fire to the vessel. With Confederate president Jefferson Davis’s approval, torpedo castings were manufactured in Richmond, and Courtenay was authorized to enlist 25 men to plant his torpedoes in ships and coal supplies. The coal torpedoes are credited with sinking or damaging several ships, but the similarity to a more common boiler explosion made it difficult to assess their true effectiveness.

Once Union authorities learned his identity from captured mail, Courtenay took his family to England to escape prosecution, delivering a shipment of coal torpedoes to Confederate agents in Canada on the way. Following the war, he tried without success to sell his torpedo idea to European governments. Returning to America in 1868, Courtenay tried to reestablish an insurance business, but because he suffered from poor health, he was not successful. Courtenay died, penniless, at Jordan Springs, Virginia, on September 3, 1875.
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Courts, CSA

Judicial system of the Confederacy. The court system of the Confederate States of America closely resembled that of the United States of America. The Confederate Constitution established a Supreme Court, along with lesser federal courts, although the Confederate Supreme Court never convened, chiefly because the Confederate Congress could not come to an agreement about its place and scope. Many Confederates believed that the U.S. Supreme Court had usurped and trampled states’ rights, and thus they were leery of granting a Confederate Supreme Court judicial oversight. In the end, no justices were ever appointed, and the court existed only on paper.

At the beginning of the Civil War, most of the U.S. federal judges in the South resigned their positions. Approximately half of them returned to service as judges in the district courts of the Confederacy. Each Confederate state established its own district court system, which closely aligned with the former Union district court boundaries. These district courts provided the only legal presence of the Confederate government within the states during the conflict.

The Confederate judicial system did not contain circuit courts. In the United States, judges had to be physically present to preside over their circuit. This required laborious travel and hampered their ability to effectively discharge their duties. Thus, the Confederacy allowed the district courts to take cases over which the circuit courts had previously presided in the Union. Confederate district courts made rulings in a number of areas, including criminal cases, prize cases, sequestration of enemy alien property, and petitions from military conscripts either to exempt them from duty or remand them to the military.

One major difference between the judicial system of the Confederacy and that of the United States was the existence of a Department of Justice. The Confederacy created a Department of Justice during the formative period of the government that was presided over by the attorney general. The U.S. government would not establish a Department of Justice until 1870. The attorney general of the United States was a cabinet officer, but he did not have the responsibilities of running an entire department, as did the Confederate attorney general.

During secession and the subsequent organization of the Confederacy in the winter and spring of 1861, state courts in the South had more authority because there were no alternative venues for legal proceedings. During the first year of the conflict, Confederate courts often continued hearing cases that had begun prior to the start of the Civil War. Indeed, the provisional constitution of the Confederate States stipulated that the jurisdiction of Confederate courts would be extended to include old cases from the United States. This provision did not make it into the permanent Confederate Constitution; however, this did not prevent Confederate district courts from considering cases that they inherited from the U.S. district courts they replaced. At the end of 1862, the Confederate attorney general decided that Confederate courts should no longer judge cases brought under U.S. laws. Although Confederate courts no longer sat in judgment over cases brought under U.S. law, they still used U.S. legal rulings and precedents to make their rulings.

GATES BROWN

See also

Constitution, CSA; Supreme Court, Confederate

Further Reading

Coulter, E. Merton. The Confederate States of America, 1861–1865. Austin: University Press of Texas, 1978.

Robinson, William. Justice in Grey: A History of the Judicial System of the Confederate States of America. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1941.

_______________________

Courts, U.S.

Judicial system of the United States. The court system of the United States during the Civil War, although still evolving, closely resembled the court system that was established in the early years of the nation. At the time, U.S. Supreme Court justices had to personally hear cases within their circuit. This required them to travel to the federal courts throughout their circuits, which delayed the time necessary for a defendant to appeal the decision of a lower court. During this period, district courts mainly heard cases concerning maritime issues as well as some minor criminal cases. The majority of the serious cases went to the circuit court.

The major piece of legislation defining the court system was the Judiciary Act of 1789. This act established the lower federal courts. These lower federal courts compromised the district court system. The judges for these courts required presidential nomination and confirmation by the U.S. Senate. The Judiciary Act of 1789 had set the number of justices on the Supreme Court at 6. However, Congress did not intend this to be permanent. While the Judiciary Act of 1802 did not markedly change the organization of the federal court system, it did codify the geographic regions of the circuits of the Supreme Court justices. This legislation also made the appeals process to the Supreme Court more efficient. The number of high court justices gradually increased so that by 1863 there were 10, the most the Supreme Court has ever had.

After the Civil War began, the Supreme Court did little to resist President Abraham Lincoln’s suspension of some civil liberties. It did not rule against the president’s decision to suspend habeas corpus in 1861 or contest the widespread arrests of newspaper editors. Chief Justice Roger Taney, however, was outraged by President Lincoln’s suspension of civil liberties in Maryland, Taney’s home state. Although not a Supreme Court ruling, in Ex Parte Merryman (1861) Taney in circuit court challenged the president’s right to suspend habeas corpus. The majority of justices agreed with the administration that the unique security crisis that Lincoln faced required extreme action. Although some justices did argue against the president’s executive orders, the Supreme Court as a whole did not rule against the administration in cases concerning the suspension of civil liberties.

Although the civilian court system continued to operate, President Lincoln used military tribunals to try some Union civilians. After the war, the Supreme Court ruled in Ex Parte Milligan (1866) that the use of military tribunals to try civilians was unconstitutional as long as civilian courts were still in operation. The United States did not try many civilians in military tribunals, however. This occurred only in cases in which the crime directly affected the war effort. The military tribunals provided a way for Lincoln to quickly prosecute those accused of sabotaging the U.S. war effort.

The Civil War did not have a dramatic effect on the structure of the U.S. court system. The Judiciary Acts of 1789 and 1802 established the system of circuit and district courts that continued to operate throughout the war. Unlike the Confederate States, the supremacy of the federal courts did not come under challenge by individual states.
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Covert Action, CSA

Enterprises planned and executed so as to conceal the identity of the sponsor or permit plausible deniability. Covert action includes propaganda, sabotage, illicit political and economic activities, coups, and paramilitary operations. Confederate operatives were involved in a range of covert activities, including the coordination of antiwar activities in the North, counterespionage, sabotage, and even an attempt to set a series of fires aimed at destroying New York City in November 1864. Late in 1860 as the nation descended into civil strife, U.S. Army officer Thomas Jordan, later a Confederate colonel, arranged with Southern sympathizer Rose O’Neal Greenhow to gather intelligence from her Washington, D.C., society contacts. Through a network of couriers, Greenhow provided Jordan, who had become chief of staff to Confederate brigadier general P. G. T. Beauregard, with key intelligence that helped bring about a Confederate victory in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen F. Mallory dispatched naval agents to Europe, the most important of whom was former U.S. Navy officer James D. Bulloch. In Liverpool, England, Bulloch entered into contracts for the construction of ships under false names and ownership that were ultimately turned into the first Confederate purpose-built commerce raiders to prey on Union merchant shipping. Bullock also arranged for blockade-runners to transport needed war matériel to the Confederacy and move cotton to England.

Because most of the war was conducted on Southern soil, Confederate forces benefited not only from having a superior understanding of the terrain but also from an elaborate network of informants. Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, whose forces were greatly outnumbered by those of the Union, benefited greatly during his Shenandoah Valley Campaign in the spring of 1862 from intelligence provided by covert operatives and private individuals. One of the most widely known was Belle Boyd, who risked her life to provide Jackson with valuable information.

In 1862 the Confederacy organized a Secret Service Bureau under the direction of Major William Norris. Much of its activities are unknown, because in early April 1865 Confederate secretary of state Judah P. Benjamin ordered most of its official papers burned before the Confederate government evacuated Richmond. Attached to the Signal Corps, this organization ran a network of espionage and counterintelligence operatives as far north as Canada. Attached to the group and inside Washington, D.C., itself were Confederate spies Captain Thomas N. Conrad and Private J. Franklin Stringfellow. Norris and his organization operated in what came to be known as the Secret Line, an information conduit between Richmond and the Washington-Baltimore area.

As the war shifted dramatically in favor of the North in 1863 and 1864, the Confederacy attempted to derail Union advances by coordinating a regional insurrection in what became known as the Northwest Conspiracy. This effort was centered on the Sons of Liberty, headed by Clement L. Vallandigham, and worked in conjunction with other Southern sympathizers living in the Midwest. The intent was to seize control of weapons at federal arsenals, incite a general uprising, and take control of the governments in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri. Once accomplished, these new governments would then force a negotiated settlement with what was left of the Union. Union counterintelligence officials, however, became aware of the plot and reinforced the first target of attack—Camp Douglas in Chicago. Moreover, the organizers of the operation overestimated the number of Southern sympathizers in the North willing to take up arms against the Union, and the plan never achieved any of its objectives.

As the Confederate war effort declined in the second half of 1864, secret legislation was introduced in the Confederate Congress authorizing a Special and Secret Bureau of the War Department to plan and organize a war effort that would help offset the North’s superior resources and manpower. The idea was to employ more guerrilla operations and covert activity, including sabotage. However, the bill was not enacted until March 1865, far too late to save the Confederate cause.
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Covert Action, U.S.

Operations planned and executed so as to conceal the identity of the sponsor or permit plausible deniability. Covert actions include such activities as propaganda, sabotage, illicit political and economic activities, coups, and paramilitary operations. Such activities are intended to be deniable because they are largely illegal in the target or home countries. The approval for covert operations largely rested with civilian policy makers; indeed, three Union policy makers were instrumental in driving them: President Abraham Lincoln, Secretary of State William H. Seward, and Secretary of War Edwin Stanton. Because by definition covert meant “illegal” or was of such a nature that the sponsor did not wish to be tied to the action, the president, while quietly weighing in on such decision making, was usually protected from association with covert activities.

For instance, Stanton took upon himself most of the oversight of such activities but enlisted other individuals to carry them out. One such individual was Lafayette C. Baker, who became Stanton’s personal secret agent and counterintelligence officer. Stanton directed Baker to conduct surveillance of members of the Lincoln administration—particularly those whom Stanton distrusted most. A special target was Allan Pinkerton, head of the Pinkerton National Detective Agency, who usually bypassed Stanton and reported directly to Lincoln. Stanton and Baker both sought to discredit Pinkerton.

Upon commencement of the war, Pinkerton had written directly to Lincoln offering his agency’s services. Major General George McClellan invited Pinkerton to set up a military intelligence unit to support McClellan’s command in Ohio. By July 1861, Pinkerton had set up headquarters in Cincinnati. When McClellan assumed command of the Union armies, Pinkerton and his detectives continued to work for him. Unfortunately, although Pinkerton was a qualified civilian detective, his experience in military intelligence was insufficient to warrant the levels of confidence that the president and McClellan placed in him. Pinkerton’s estimates of Confederate strengths, capabilities, and plans were greatly exaggerated, enforcing McClellan’s own caution and leading to erroneous assumptions and poor decision making. Baker made sure that newspapers and U.S. government officials received a steady litany of Pinkerton’s deficiencies.

Early in the war, numerous Pinkerton agents infiltrated Southern circles and gathered useful intelligence in Maryland and in Richmond, Virginia. However, after McClellan was relieved of command in the late summer of 1862, Pinkerton’s influence waned. Baker eventually superseded Pinkerton as the key figure in intelligence collection and the direction of Union covert operations.

With martial law essentially in effect in the Union, Baker and his associates operated with few restrictions, particularly regarding efforts at neutralizing perceived and actual threats from Southern sympathizers in Maryland and in apprehending Southern operatives and spies. It was Baker’s group who located and eventually shot Lincoln assassin John Wilkes Booth.

One of the most important concerns facing Lincoln was the impact of European powers on the war. Lincoln therefore directed Secretary of State Seward to conduct secret operations in Europe throughout the conflict. Essential to this effort was Henry Shelton Sanford, initially appointed U.S. ambassador to Belgium; he eventually directed a network of operatives across the continent. This effort was directed toward ensuring that the European governments did not join the war on the side of the South, let alone provide substantial material support to the Confederacy. Journalists throughout Europe received U.S. funds to place stories that helped toward these ends. Coupled with the journalistic propaganda campaign, Union covert action promoted mass meetings in Britain to protest the institution of slavery. U.S. operatives also bribed British postal workers, who provided reports on correspondence between Confederate agents and commercial and political circles within Britain. Cargoes moving to the Confederacy were identified and interdicted, and British telegraph operators also provided assistance on Confederate communications. U.S. newspaper executives as well as American clergy were asked to travel to Europe and work toward advancing the Union cause. One of the most important of these was Archbishop John Hughes, who worked to ensure a steady stream of Irish immigrants to the United States to join the Union Army.

On the home front, Seward was instrumental in funneling resources into vital or vulnerable congressional districts to ensure Republican victories. In New Hampshire and Connecticut, Seward dispatched newspaperman Thurlow Weed with a substantial sum of money to secure the defeat of the Copperheads (Peace Democrats). While history has vividly recorded the overt battles and political struggles of the war, much remains to be learned about covert and clandestine operations during the conflict.
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Covode, John

Birth Date: March 17, 1808

Death Date: January 11, 1871

Influential Republican congressman from Pennsylvania. John Covode was born on March 17, 1808, near West Fairfield, Pennsylvania. After working as a blacksmith and in textile mills, Covode invested in his own textile mill as well as a coal mine, the Pennsylvania Central Railroad, and the Pennsylvania Canal, all of which made him a wealthy man. First elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as an Opposition Party candidate in 1854, he served continuously in the House from 1855 until 1863. In 1856 he ran as a Republican, an affiliation he would maintain for the remainder of his career.

By 1860, Covode had earned the sobriquet “Honest John” for his transparent dealings and allegedly unassailable integrity. Making good use of his reputation, in the spring of 1860 Covode sought to investigate allegations that members of the James Buchanan administration had offered bribes to two congressmen in order to influence their votes on key issues, including the 1857 Lecompton Constitution. Although the resulting investigatory committee could not prove the allegations, which some believed were politically motivated, Covode nevertheless received much press coverage over the affair.

As a result of his involvement in the Buchanan investigation, Covode was tapped to be one of four congressmen to sit on the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, which was convened in December 1861. The committee, which proved to be both controversial and politically vindictive, examined the Union defeats at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), among other issues. The committee also urged the relief from command of Major General George B. McClellan and helped exonerate Major General John C. Frémont from charges of incompetence.

Covode was considered a Radical Republican, so he favored a strong war effort and a hard line against the Southern states. He decided to retire from Congress and did not stand for reelection, leaving office in March 1863. After the Civil War ended, President Andrew Johnson charged Covode with touring the South to gauge the administration’s Reconstruction policies. In 1866 Covode was again elected to Congress. In 1868, it was Covode who introduced the impeachment resolution against President Johnson in the House of Representatives. Covode died on January 11, 1871, in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
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Cox, Jacob Dolson

Birth Date: October 27, 1828

Death Date: August 4, 1900

Union officer and politician. Jacob Dolson Cox was born on October 27, 1828, to American parents in Montreal, Canada. The family returned to New York City a year later and eventually settled in Ohio. Contemplating a career in the ministry, Cox graduated from Oberlin College with a degree in theology in 1851 and was superintendent of the Warren, Ohio, school system while studying law. He was admitted to the bar in 1853.

A staunch abolitionist, Cox helped establish the Republican Party in Ohio in 1855 and was elected to the Ohio Senate in 1859. While a senator, he established a close political alliance with future general and U.S. president James A. Garfield. Cox also accepted a commission as a brigadier general in the Ohio Militia.

Although in poor health and the father of six children, Cox volunteered for military service with the beginning of the Civil War. His first assignment, as a brigadier general of volunteers, was command of a recruiting facility near Columbus. He then commanded the Kanawha Brigade of the Department of the Ohio and took part in the early Union military successes in western Virginia (now West Virginia) under Major General George B. McClellan. Cox’s forces carried out the New River Valley Campaign (May 10–23, 1862). His brigade was then attached to the Army of Virginia but did not take part in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30).

Cox commanded the Kanawha Division, IX Corps, Army of the Potomac, during General Robert E. Lee’s invasion of Maryland. When IX Corps commander Major General Jesse L. Reno was killed in the Battle of South Mountain (September 14), Cox assumed command of the corps and led it in the Battle of Antietam (September 17). Although Cox was appointed major general to rank from October 6, this expired in March 1863 when Congress failed to confirm the appointment. Renominated, he was confirmed on December 7, 1864. During 1863, Cox commanded the District of Ohio and then the District of Michigan, within the Department of the Ohio.
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Union major general Jacob Cox of Ohio saw wide Civil War service but particularly distinguished himself in the November 30, 1864, Battle of Franklin when his forces held the center of the Union line. Cox was subsequently U.S. secretary of the interior and president of the University of Cincinnati. (Library of Congress)

Cox commanded the 3rd Division of XXIII Corps in the Army of the Ohio during the Atlanta, Franklin-Nashville, and Carolina Campaigns of 1864–1865. He particularly distinguished himself during the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), when he was credited with having preserved the center of the Union defensive line. Cox also ably led his division in the fighting around Wilmington, North Carolina (February 12–22, 1865). He then commanded a provisional corps in North Carolina in the Second Battle of Kinston (March 7–10).

Before mustering out of the army on January 1, 1866, Cox was elected governor of Ohio, a position he held during 1866–1867. His opposition to African American suffrage and his support of President Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction policies led Ohio Republicans to reject Cox for renomination. Cox then practiced law in Cincinnati.

On assuming the presidency, Ulysses S. Grant appointed Cox secretary of the interior in March 1869, but Cox resigned in November 1870 when Grant refused to support him in abolishing the party patronage system rampant in the department. Cox was president of the Toledo & Wabash Railroad (1872–1873). Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, he served from 1877 to 1879. He was dean of the Cincinnati Law School (1881–1897) and president of the University of Cincinnati (1885–1889). A prolific author, Cox wrote a half dozen books on Civil War battles and campaigns. Declining the post of U.S. ambassador to Spain, Cox died on August 4, 1900, while vacationing in Gloucester, Massachusetts.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Franklin, Battle of; Garfield, James Abram; Grant, Ulysses Simpson; Kinston, Second Battle of; McClellan, George Brinton; New River Valley Campaign; Ohio; Reconstruction; Reno, Jesse Lee; South Mountain, Battle of

Further Reading

Cox, Jacob D. Military Reminiscence of the Civil War. New York: Scribner, 1900.

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Cox, Samuel Sullivan

Birth Date: September 20, 1824

Death Date: September 10, 1889

U.S. representative and member of the Copperhead (Peace Democrat) faction during the Civil War. Samuel Sullivan Cox was born on September 20, 1824, in Zanesville, Ohio. He attended Ohio University and then Brown University, from which he graduated in 1846. He studied law, passed the bar, and established a legal practice in Zanesville in 1849. During 1853 and 1854, he owned and edited the Columbus Statesman newspaper in Ohio. In 1855 Cox served as secretary of the U.S. legation in Peru. The following year he ran for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat, where he remained until losing his reelection bid in the autumn of 1864.

As a congressman, Cox sought compromise with the Southern states and actively worked to avert secession and civil war. When war came in April 1861, he joined the Copperhead camp, which favored an immediate and negotiated peace with the Confederacy. Although Cox did not support the war in principle, he voted for military appropriations that aided the troops in the field. His stance on the war and his long personal and political relationship with Clement Vallandigham, a radical Copperhead, did not bode well for Cox’s congressional career, and he lost his 1864 reelection bid, leaving office in March 1865. Accusations—which were never proven—that he had tried to prevent Ohio state forces from going to the battlefront also helped torpedo his reelection.

In the spring of 1865 Cox moved to New York City, where he practiced law. He entered Congress again—this time as a New York representative—in March 1869 but lost his 1872 reelection campaign and left office in March 1873. In November 1873 he took a congressional seat that had become vacant and served until May 1885, when he resigned to become envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to Turkey, a post he held until 1886. Again elected to Congress from New York in 1886, Cox served until his death in New York City on September 10, 1889. Cox’s long congressional record, especially after the Civil War, was marked by efforts to reform the civil service and promote the economic development of western states.
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Cox, William Ruffin

Birth Date: March 11, 1832

Death Date: December 26, 1919

Confederate officer. William Ruffin Cox was born on March 11, 1832, in Halifax County, North Carolina, but as a youth he moved to Tennessee, where he graduated from Franklin College in 1853 and earned a degree in 1855 from the Lebanon College of Law. He began a law practice in Nashville before returning to North Carolina to manage a plantation.

In early 1861 Cox recruited an infantry company but was later given a major’s commission in the 2nd North Carolina Infantry and ordered north to Virginia, where he saw extensive combat during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), after which he assumed command of the regiment. Promoted to colonel in March 1863, during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) Cox was wounded five separate times. Out of action until early 1864, he ably led his regiment at the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), where on May 12 his actions forced two lines of Union infantry to withdraw. After seeing action at the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), Cox was advanced to brigadier general and given command of Brigadier General S. Dodson Ramseur’s old brigade.

Later in the summer of 1864, Cox and his brigade were part of Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s command sent to the Shenandoah Valley and participated in Early’s July raid on Washington. Cox subsequently saw much action during Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Cox then rejoined General Robert E. Lee’s main force at Petersburg. Early on the morning of April 9, the same day that Lee would surrender, Cox led the last attack of the war by the Army of Northern Virginia near Appomattox Court House.

After the war Cox returned to North Carolina and was solicitor of the Sixth District (1866–1870), judge of the superior court for the Sixth District (1877–1878), and chairman of the Democratic State Committee (1875–1877). He was elected as a Democrat to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from 1881 to 1887. Cox was subsequently elected secretary of the U.S. Senate in April 1893, serving in that post from August 1893 until January 1900. He then resumed agricultural interests in Edgecombe County, North Carolina. Cox died on December 26, 1919, in Richmond, Virginia.
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Coxetter, Louis Mitchell

Birth Date: December 10, 1818

Death Date: July 10, 1873

Confederate privateer and blockade-runner captain. Louis Mitchell Coxetter was born in Nova Scotia, Canada, on December 10, 1818. Immigrating to the United States, he settled in Charleston, South Carolina, and entered the merchant service in ships traveling between that city and St. Augustine, Florida.

Following U.S. president Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation of a blockade of the Southern coasts, Confederate president Jefferson Davis called for privateers to attack Union shipping. The Confederate Congress then passed and Davis signed into law on May 6 a bill recognizing a state of war with the United States and establishing regulations for “letters of marque, prizes, and prize goods.” Robert Hunter, owner of the brig Putnam (the former slaver Echo that had been seized by the U.S. Navy and sold at auction), signed up shareholders and outfitted the Putnam at Charleston as a privateer. Coxetter took command of the ship, with its crew of 70 volunteers. Renamed the Jefferson Davis and armed with five guns, it was officially commissioned on June 18.

The Jefferson Davis put to sea on June 28 and in the span of only seven weeks caused considerable consternation in the North when it took nine Northern merchantmen off New England and Puerto Rico. Two were recaptured (including the schooner S. J. Waring by the ship’s cook, who killed the three leaders of the prize crew with an ax some 100 miles off Charleston, after which the ship was sailed to New York), two were burned (one to prevent its recapture), and the others were released to put captured crewmen ashore. Only two of the prizes managed to make it through the Union blockade to Savannah, but both were reportedly sold for large sums. The Jefferson Davis was itself lost when it was wrecked on the bar while trying to enter St. Augustine on August 18, 1861.

After an attempt to organize a new privateering venture failed, Coxetter then traveled to England, where he took command at Liverpool of the steam blockade-runner Herald for the British firm of Fraser, Trenholm & Company and the Charleston firm of John Fraser and Co. One of the most successful blockade-runner captains, Coxetter commanded a huge salary and captained first the Herald and then the General Beauregard. Coxetter’s final service to the Confederacy was an attempt at the end of the war to mine the Savannah River to prevent Union warships from reaching that port.

With the end of the war, Coxetter resumed his merchant service career. He died at Charleston on July 10, 1873.
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Cracker Line Operation

Start Date: October 26, 1863

End Date: October 29, 1863

Union operation in Tennessee to relieve the besieged Army of the Cumberland in Chattanooga and secure supply lines during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). Following his victory in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Confederate general Braxton Bragg pursued Union forces to Chattanooga and occupied nearby Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge. By mid-October the Union army was down to half rations, but bitter infighting among Bragg’s officers undermined Confederate efforts to fully engage Union troops. Lieutenant General James Longstreet deployed only two regiments in Lookout Valley to secure the Tennessee River, despite Bragg’s orders and growing signs of impending Union action.

Detecting Confederate weakness west of Chattanooga, Union major general Ulysses S. Grant, ordered to effect the relief of the Union forces in Chattanooga, approved Brigadier General William F. “Baldy” Smith’s plan to reestablish a supply route, soon dubbed the Cracker Line. On the night of October 26–27, Brigadier General William B. Hazen and 1,365 Union soldiers floated silently down the Tennessee River in river craft for some nine miles, past Confederate positions. Landing at Brown’s Ferry, Hazen quickly scattered Longstreet’s men and constructed a pontoon bridge to the north bank, where Union brigadier general John B. Turchin’s brigade waited.

By dawn, Union forces had secured a beachhead. While this action was occurring, Union major general Joseph Hooker marched three divisions from the supply depot at Bridgeport, Alabama, toward Lookout Valley. Arriving the next day, October 28, he left one division at Wauhatchie and proceeded three miles north to Brown’s Ferry, solidifying the Union position.

Bragg, furious upon learning of the Union landing, ordered an immediate counterattack at Brown’s Ferry. Longstreet procrastinated and then made only a halfhearted and failed effort at Wauhatchie in the early morning hours of October 29. The Union success in Lookout Valley opened the Tennessee River from Bridgeport to Brown’s Ferry, from which provisions could be transported overland into Chattanooga beyond the reach of Confederate guns, thereby lifting the siege of that place.
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Crampton’s Gap, Battle of

Event Date: September 14, 1862

Engagement during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862). On September 14, the Union VI Corps of the Army of the Potomac, commanded by Major General William Franklin, attacked Confederate forces of Major General Lafayette McLaws’s division, I Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, which was defending Crampton’s Gap on South Mountain near Burkittsville, Maryland. Union major general George B. McClellan had ordered Franklin with more than 12,000 men to seize the gap and disrupt the Confederate siege of Harpers Ferry, Virginia, six miles to the south, with follow-on orders to advance toward Sharpsburg (Antietam) to cut off remaining Confederate forces north of the Potomac River. McLaws, in charge of Confederate forces besieging Harpers Ferry from Maryland Heights, instructed Colonel William Parham’s brigade to guard his rear at Crampton’s Gap, assisted by Colonel Thomas Munford’s cavalry.

At noon on September 14, Franklin reached Burkittsville and encountered Parham’s and Munford’s men in defensive positions behind a stone wall at the foot of the pass. For two hours Franklin’s men traded shots with the small Confederate force until one Union division finally attacked and drove the defenders up the mountain. Confederate brigadier general Howell Cobb’s brigade arrived to bolster Parham, but Union momentum forced the Confederates off the crest of the mountain and into Pleasant Valley. McLaws’s men established a new defensive line across the valley, but Franklin did not test it, remaining at Crampton’s Gap until the following morning.

Franklin’s corps suffered 351 casualties in the attack, with Confederate losses estimated at 1,000, including 400 taken prisoner. Ordered to attack McLaws on September 15, Franklin feared that he could be attacked from the north and south and hesitated. His procrastination bought time for Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson to take Harpers Ferry and allow McLaws to rejoin the main army under General Robert E. Lee near Sharpsburg, Maryland, where the Battle of Antietam would take place on September 17.
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Crapo, Henry Howland

Birth Date: May 22, 1804

Death Date: July 22, 1869

Governor of Michigan. Henry Howland Crapo was born on May 22, 1804, in Dartmouth, Massachusetts. He moved to New Bedford in 1832 and worked as a land surveyor and speculator. He also held public office, including city treasurer, and rose to the rank of colonel in the local militia. Crapo’s land speculation efforts resulted in the acquisition of large tracts of land in Michigan, and by 1856 he had relocated to Flint to better supervise his lumber and land ventures. A Republican, he served as the mayor of Flint (1860–1861), and his business empire had by then come to encompass the Flint & Holly Railroad, for which he served as president.

Crapo firmly supported the prowar policies of Republican governor Austin Blair, and in 1862 Crapo was elected to the Michigan Senate, in which he served from 1863 to 1864. In 1864 he captured the Republican nomination for governor and handily defeated his opponent. Taking office in January 1865, Crapo pledged to continue his predecessor’s wartime policies and to tackle Michigan’s growing fiscal problems.

The Crapo administration governed pragmatically and efficiently. By 1865, Crapo had become a Radical Republican and helped to rally support for the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which formally outlawed slavery. After the war, Crapo took an active role in helping returning veterans and their families to adjust to postwar civilian life. Reelected in 1866, Crapo loudly protested President Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction program and redoubled his efforts to balance the state’s finances. In poor health by 1868, Crapo did not seek reelection and left office in January 1869. He died in Flint, Michigan, on July 22, 1869.
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Crater, Battle of the

Event Date: July 30, 1864

Significant engagement during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). With the Union siege apparently stymied, Lieutenant Colonel Henry Pleasants, a mining engineer before the war, secured the approval of Army of the Potomac commander Major General George G. Meade and ultimately that of Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant to tunnel under the Confederate lines with the intention of exploding a large mine at a fort known as Elliott’s Salient, after which Union troops would rush the resultant gap in the enemy lines and take Petersburg to end the siege.

For more than a month, Pleasants’s regiment, the 48th Pennsylvania Infantry, made up mostly of Pennsylvania coal miners, was engaged in digging a 586-foot tunnel under the Confederate lines in the Union IX Corps sector commanded by Major General Ambrose E. Burnside. Despite a lack of support from Meade and Grant, who doubted that the effort would be successful, work proceeded apace. The miners constructed an ingenious air-exchange device that brought fresh air into the mine shaft.

Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864)



	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength
	9,500
	16,500



	Killed
	   504
	    361



	Wounded
	1,881
	    727



	Captured or missing
	1,413
	    403




Although rumors of a tunnel reached the Confederates, commander of the Army of Northern Virginia General Robert E. Lee placed no stock in them. Several shafts dug by the Confederates failed to locate the mine. Confederate artillerist Captain Richard Pegram, whose battery manned that section, did take the reports seriously enough to order construction of a new line of trenches and artillery positions to the rear.

Meanwhile, a division of the United States Colored Troops, commanded by Brigadier General Edward Ferrero, trained behind the lines for the assault. One brigade was to move to the left of the blast crater, and the other brigade was to move to its right. They were to be followed by Burnside’s other two divisions in an effort to move on and take Petersburg itself. The day before the attack, however, Meade, who feared adverse publicity in the North were the attack to fail with heavy African American casualties, ordered Burnside not to employ Ferrero’s division as its lead element. Burnside protested to Grant, but Grant backed Meade.

At 4:45 a.m. on July 30, 1864, having packed the end of the shaft with four tons of gunpowder, the Union troops detonated the mine. The resulting blast came as a complete surprise to the Southerners above it and tore a huge crater 170 feet long, 68–80 feet wide, and 30 feet deep in their lines. Some 250–350 Confederates were killed outright, mostly South Carolinians of Brigadier Stephen Elliott’s brigade and the men of Pegram’s battery.

Brigadier General James H. Ledlie’s untrained white division led the assault, but the attackers reportedly delayed for 10 minutes before leaving their entrenchments. No footbridges, which would have enabled the men to pass over their own trenches, had been prepared, which meant that they had to crawl in and out of their own trenches before they could even reach the area between the two lines. Also, rather than moving around the crater, they saw it as cover and moved into it, promptly bunching up. As masses of Union troops struggled to extricate themselves, Confederate brigadier general William Mahone rallied the defenders, who then shot down the attackers in the crater, much like shooting fish in a barrel. With the plan having already failed, Burnside committed Ferraro’s men to the battle. Coming under considerable flaking fire, many of them sought cover in the crater as well. All efforts to push beyond the crater itself were defeated. For several hours the Confederates, now joined by troops under Major General Bushrod Johnson and artillery, slaughtered the Union troops before the battle came to an end. During the fighting, Ferrero and Ledlie both reportedly remained in a shelter drinking rum.
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Depiction of the Battle of the Crater, July 30, 1864. During the Siege of Petersburg, Union Army Pennsylvania miners were able to place a large mine under the Confederate lines, but poor Union planning doomed the effort to exploit the situation after the blast. (Library of Congress)

In the Battle of the Crater (also known as the Battle of the Petersburg Mine), the Union sustained 3,798 casualties, while the Confederates lost only about 1,500 men, including those who had died in the mine explosion. As a result of the fiasco, both Ferrero and Burnside were relieved of command, and Ledlie was dismissed from the service. Later Meade, whose order to change the attack plan at the last minute was a major factor in its failure, was censured by the congressional Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War. Pleasants, who had no role in the actual attack, was brevetted brigadier general. The Petersburg Campaign continued for another eight months.
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Craven, Thomas Tingey

Birth Date: December 20, 1808

Death Date: August 23, 1887

Union naval officer. Born in Washington, D.C., on December 20, 1808, Thomas Tingey Craven was the brother of U.S. Navy commander Tunis Augustus Macdonough Craven, commander of the ironclad Tecumseh, who was killed when his ship went down in the Battle of Mobile Bay.

Appointed a midshipman on May 1, 1822, Thomas Craven served in the frigate United States in the Pacific Squadron from 1823 to 1828. He was promoted to passed midshipman on May 24, 1828. In 1828 he was in the sloop Erie as part of the antipiracy activities of the West Indies Squadron. Promoted to lieutenant on May 27, 1830, he served three years in the schooner Boxer. In 1838 he served as first lieutenant in the flagship sloop Vincennes in the Antarctic exploring expedition under Lieutenant Charles Wilkes. In 1843–1844 Craven saw service in the Africa Squadron involved in the suppression of the slave trade, part of that time as commander of the sloop Porpoise. He then served in the ship of the line Ohio in the Pacific Squadron and in the Mediterranean in the ship of the line Independence.

From 1850 to 1853, Craven was commandant of midshipmen at the Naval Academy in Annapolis, where he initiated the practice cruise. Promoted to commander on December 16, 1852, he remained at the academy until 1855. He then commanded the frigate Congress in the Mediterranean Squadron for several years before returning to the Naval Academy as commandant until October 1860.

Craven was promoted to captain on June 7, 1861, and assumed command of the Potomac Flotilla. That autumn, he took charge of the screw sloop Brooklyn and participated in Flag Officer David G. Farragut’s push up the Mississippi River and the capture of New Orleans. On Farragut’s order, Craven then took several ships up the river, past Baton Rouge.

Promoted to commodore on July 16, 1862, Craven commanded the screw frigate Niagara in the European squadron. In August 1864 he captured the former Confederate commerce raider Georgia off the coast of Portugal. In March 1865 he sought without success to blockade the Confederate ironclad Stonewall at El Ferrol, Spain, and subsequently refused a challenge from its captain to engage the Niagara and the sloop Sacramento, allowing the Stonewall to get to sea. Craven had thought that the Confederate warship was too powerful.

Craven’s decision led to a court-martial in December 1865, during which he was found guilty of failing to do his utmost to destroy the Stonewall. The court sentenced him to two years’ suspension from duty. Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, although he thought that Craven was too cautious, believed that the verdict was inconsistent and overturned it a year later.

Craven was promoted to rear admiral on October 10, 1866, and commanded the navy yard at Mare Island, California, until August 1868, when he assumed command of the Pacific Squadron. He retired from the navy on December 30, 1869. Craven died at the Boston Navy Yard on August 23, 1887.
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Craven, Tunis Augustus Macdonough

Birth Date: January 11, 1813

Death Date: August 5, 1864

Union naval officer. Born in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on January 11, 1813, Tunis Augustus Macdonough Craven was the brother of U.S. Navy officer Thomas Tingey Craven. Tunis Craven, known as “Mac,” entered the navy as a midshipman on February 2, 1829. He was promoted to passed midshipman on July 3, 1835. In 1837 on his own request, he was attached to the Coast Survey. Craven was promoted to lieutenant on September 8, 1841, and served in the sloop Falmouth until 1843, when he transferred to the ship of the line North Carolina.

In 1846 Craven was assigned to the sloop Dale in the Pacific Squadron and took part in the conquest of California during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He then returned to the Coast Survey. In 1857 he commanded the Atrato Expedition, which surveyed a route for a possible ship canal through the Isthmus of Darien by way of the Atrato and Truando Rivers. He then commanded the acquired combatant Mohawk off the coast of Cuba in the effort to suppress the slave trade and captured two slaver ships.

Promoted to commander on April 24, 1861, at the beginning of the Civil War, Craven commanded the acquired warship Crusader in blockade duties off Florida and was credited with helping to preserve the fortress of Key West for the Union. As commander of the screw frigate Tuscarora (1861–1863), he served in European waters attempting to locate and destroy Confederate commerce raiders, in the course of which he blockaded the Sumter at Gibraltar and forced its sale to British interests. Returning to the United States, Craven assumed command of the ironclad monitor Tecumseh, and in April 1864 he joined Rear Admiral Samuel P. Lee’s James River Squadron. That August, Craven transferred to the West Gulf Coast Squadron under Rear Admiral David G. Farragut for the effort to control Mobile Bay, in which Craven commanded the Tecumseh.

On August 5, 1864, in the Battle of Mobile Bay, the Tecumseh led the Union column and was well out in front of the other ships. Craven was unfamiliar with the bay and its shoals, but pilot John Collins knew the waters well. At 6:47 a.m. the Tecumseh fired the first shots of the battle, against Fort Morgan. Peering through the narrow slits of the Tecumseh’s pilothouse, Craven could see the Confederate ironclad Tennessee some 200 yards ahead making for the Union battle line. The monitors had the responsibility of engaging the Tennessee and keeping it away from the Union wooden ships, and the wooden screw sloop Brooklyn had already overtaken two of the monitors and was abreast of another. The wooden screw sloops Hartford and Richmond were also closing fast. This situation prompted Craven to order the Tecumseh to skirt inside the line of Confederate torpedoes (mines) and make directly for the Tennessee to engage it at once.

The Tecumseh forged ahead, and there was a terrific roar as the monitor struck a mine and rolled immediately to port, its bow down and its stern lifted up, with the ship’s propeller turning madly in the air. The Tecumseh sank within four minutes. Craven and Collins both left the pilothouse, meeting at the foot of the ladder to the escape hatch on the turret and struggling in water already up to their chests. “After you, pilot,” Craven said. They were the last words Craven was heard to utter, for Collins was the 21st and last man free of the ship. Craven and 92 others perished.
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Crawford, Samuel Johnson

Birth Date: April 10, 1835

Death Date: October 21, 1913

Union officer and governor of Kansas. Samuel Johnson Crawford was born on April 10, 1835, in Lawrence County, Indiana, and studied law at Cincinnati College, graduating in 1858. In 1859 he moved to Garnett, Kansas, where he established a legal practice and also became involved in local Republican politics. That same year he was elected to the Kansas legislature but was not seated until Kansas was admitted to the Union in January 1861.

After the Civil War began, on May 14, 1861, Crawford was commissioned a captain in the 2nd Kansas Infantry, a three-month regiment. After seeing action at Wilson’s Creek on August 10, 1861, he mustered out with his outfit on October 31. Anxious to continue his military service, Crawford helped raise the 2nd Kansas Cavalry, becoming a captain in the unit on May 14, 1862. He saw considerable action in northwestern Arkansas later in the year and was especially conspicuous at the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862). Crawford also participated in the campaign to capture Fort Smith (Arkansas) in the spring of 1863. Despite recommendations from several senior officers, Kansas governor Charles Robinson denied Crawford advancement to colonel. Instead, he was given charge of the newly formed 2nd Kansas Colored Infantry Regiment (later to become the 83rd U.S. Colored Infantry), becoming its colonel on November 1, 1863. Crawford worked diligently to train his troops to a high degree of proficiency and to protect them from racially motivated mistreatment. He led his regiment ably during the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864), and on April 30 at Jenkins’ Ferry his men assaulted two Confederate cannon and silenced them.

In September 1864, Kansas Republicans nominated Crawford for governor. He obtained a leave of absence and returned to Kansas to campaign, but within weeks he was back in the field, acting as a volunteer aide during Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28), which also threatened eastern Kansas. Crawford performed well, especially on October 23 at Westport, the news of which helped him win the election.

Crawford took office on January 9, 1865, and was immediately confronted with Reconstruction issues, expanding settlements, the need for internal improvements, and sporadic Indian raids. He handled these issues well, and on November 4, 1868, he resigned the governorship to lead the 19th Kansas Cavalry in a series of retaliatory operations against Native American tribes who had been preying on white settlers along the frontier.

Crawford thereafter waged several unsuccessful campaigns to capture a U.S. congressional seat. From 1877 until 1891, he was a government claims agent in Washington, D.C. He then practiced law there for a time before returning to Kansas, where he engaged in experimental agriculture. Crawford died on October 21, 1913, in Topeka, Kansas.
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Crawford, Samuel Wylie

Birth Date: November 8, 1829

Death Date: November 3, 1892

Union officer. Samuel Wylie Crawford was born on November 8, 1829, in Franklin County, Pennsylvania. After earning an undergraduate degree in 1846 and a medical degree in 1850 from the University of Pennsylvania, he entered the U.S. Army as an assistant surgeon in 1851. He served mainly in the West but in early 1861 was detailed to Fort Sumter, where he commanded an artillery battery during the Confederate attack there (April 12–14, 1861). Soon thereafter, Crawford decided to take a field command and was named major of the 13th U.S. Infantry Regiment. In September 1861 he was appointed assistant inspector general for the Department of the Ohio.

Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on April 26, 1862, Crawford performed ably during the First Battle of Winchester (May 25, 1862), the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he temporarily led a division before sustaining a serious wound.

After months of recuperation, Crawford assumed command of the Pennsylvania Reserve Corps in the Washington defenses, which became the nucleus of the 3rd Division, V Corps, Army of the Potomac. He led that division during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and for the remainder of the war, seeing action during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865), and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). Promoted to lieutenant colonel of regulars on February 17, 1864, by the spring of 1865 Crawford had also received numerous brevet promotions, to include major general of regulars and volunteers.

In 1866 Crawford mustered out of the volunteer service and returned to full-time regular service. He retired as colonel of the 2nd Infantry in 1873 and was advanced on the retirement list to brigadier general of regulars in 1875. Crawford lived in Philadelphia, where he practiced medicine for a time before dying there on November 3, 1892.
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Creeks

Multiethnic Native American group, also known as the Muskogees, who until their military defeat and forced removal lived in the southeastern portion of North America in what is now Florida, Georgia, and Alabama. By 1836 as part of the 1830 Indian Removal Act, most Creeks—along with the Choctaws, Chickasaws, Cherokees, and Seminoles—had been relocated to Indian Territory (Oklahoma). The Creeks were split into two factions—the Upper Creeks, who had generally not opposed relocation, and the Lower Creeks, who had fought it bitterly. Although the Creeks inhabited an area in eastern Indian Territory between the Canadian and Arkansas Rivers, the Upper and Lower Creeks were mostly separated from each other. The Civil War only increased the tension and bitterness between the two groups.

The main leaders of the Lower Creeks, including Daniel and Chilly McIntosh, negotiated an alliance with the Confederacy on July 10, 1861, and promised to raise a Creek regiment with the understanding that it would remain in Indian Territory. This move was met with almost immediate resistance by the Upper Creeks, who wanted no part of a Confederate alliance and wished to remain loyal to the Union. That autumn Opothleyahola, principal head of the Upper Creeks, informed his followers that they would be marching to Kansas to escape Indian Territory. By November, skirmishing had broken out between the Upper and Lower Creeks in Indian Territory. Confederate colonel Douglas H. Cooper, who had previously been an Indian commissioner in the territory, was now tasked with preventing the situation from deteriorating into a Creek civil war. Unfortunately, his plan to keep the Upper Creeks from relocating to Kansas actually precipitated such a war.

When negotiations failed to keep the Upper Creeks from fleeing, Cooper decided to employ military force. He quickly assembled some 1,400 soldiers, including 500 whites and a number of Indian soldiers. The force was filled out by Lower Creeks under the McIntosh brothers. Meanwhile, on November 5, 1861, Opothleyahola began moving his people toward the Kansas border. Some two weeks later, Cooper’s force assaulted the column of Upper Creeks near Round Mountain, but the Upper Creeks managed to elude the pro-Confederate force.

Opothleyahola and his force now lay in wait for another pro-Confederate advance along Bird Creek (near present-day Tulsa). Cooper assaulted the position on December 9 but was unable to stop the Upper Creeks’ movement toward Kansas. Soon reinforced with a Confederate force under Colonel James McIntosh numbering about 1,350 men, Cooper now planned a major attack against the Upper Creeks. On December 26 McIntosh attacked Opothleyahola’s force, which now buckled under the pressure. At least 300 of Opothleyahola’s followers were killed, while the remainder continued their movement toward Kansas. By late January 1862, perhaps as many as 10,000 Creeks had reached Kansas as refugees.

What the Upper Creeks found in Kansas was dispiriting. With shortages of clothing, food, and adequate shelter, many suffered and died during the cold Kansas winter. By the early spring, the commander of the Union Department of Kansas, Brigadier General James G. Blunt, had decided to escort the Upper Creeks back to Oklahoma to avert a humanitarian catastrophe. Union forces fought numerous engagements with pro-Confederate forces as the relocation occurred. Not surprisingly, for the duration of the Civil War both sides launched guerrilla raids against the other. The Lower Creeks, meanwhile, participated in only a few non-Creek–related battles, most notably the Battle of Honey Springs (July 17, 1863).
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Crimping

The practice of using deception, trickery, or bribery to impress individuals into military service. Crimping had existed for centuries prior to the Civil War but was generally reserved for naval inductees. During the Civil War, however, crimping was widely employed to attract both would-be soldiers and sailors. Crimps (individuals involved in crimping) operated largely in British North America (Canada), but they also targeted gambling dens, boardinghouses, émigré communities, and even jails within the northern United States. The crimps were hardly ever motivated by patriotism or other lofty ideals; rather, they engaged in the practice to make money. When the war began, they usually received a bounty of $15–$25 for each new recruit. However, as the war dragged on and manpower issues became critical, their fees rose; some states and localities were paying as much as $300 per recruit. When not paid by state or local entities, crimps often received payment from individuals who sought to locate and hire a substitute to fight for them, which was perfectly legal at the time.

Crimps lured men into their traps in a variety of ways. Some offered cash, free liquor, free transportation, clothing, and other gifts. In the United States, large cities such as Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, which were teeming with immigrants and underemployed men, were the favored recruiting areas for crimps. They also operated, and on a larger scale, along the Canadian border, ranging from Windsor, Ontario, all the way to Nova Scotia. A number of the men thus recruited, especially from the Canadian Maritime Provinces, served aboard Union naval vessels. It is estimated that approximately 40,000 Canadians fought in the war, mostly for the Union, although it is not known how many were recruited through crimping. For many Canadian men, service in the Union Army and the Union Navy was still preferable to service in the British Royal Navy, which was notorious for its miserable pay and harsh discipline. Crimps also recruited among the numerous black refugee communities that had sprung up in southern Canada, peopled by runaway slaves from the United States. Crimping was technically illegal in Canada and would have violated British neutrality; therefore, crimps went undercover, frequently disguising themselves as recruiters for U.S. textile mills or railroads.

The federal government frowned on the practice of crimping but was largely powerless to prevent it within the United States. American officials became wary of the practice in Canada, however, where it might have angered the British government and compromised its neutrality. Although the Abraham Lincoln administration issued orders for Americans not to recruit in Canada, the practice persisted throughout the conflict. A crackdown in 1864 resulted in a higher fine for crimpers ($160) as well as six months of hard labor, but the crimping continued. Even a $200 reward for those who unmasked a crimper was not enough to significantly deter the practice.
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Crittenden, George Bibb

Birth Date: March 20, 1812

Death Date: November 27, 1880

Confederate officer. George Bibb Crittenden was born on March 20, 1812, in Russellville, Kentucky, the son of U.S. senator John J. Crittenden and brother of Union major general Thomas L. Crittenden, both of whom were dedicated Unionists. George Crittenden graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1832 but left the army the following year. Moving to Texas, he joined the Texas Army. When the Mexican-American War began in 1846, he reenlisted in the U.S. Army and remained in the service until 1861, rising to the rank of lieutenant colonel. Despite his family’s pro-Union stance, Crittenden cast his lot with the Confederacy and received a brigadier general’s commission in the Confederate Army in August 1861. He was promoted to major general in November and given command of the District of East Tennessee.

Confederate president Jefferson Davis charged Crittenden with mounting an assault into Kentucky to wrest it from Union control. In early January 1862, Crittenden joined his small command of just two brigades and led it across the Cumberland River to Beech Grove, Kentucky. Crittenden’s only combat during the ill-fated campaign came in the important Battle of Mill Springs (January 19, 1862), where he allowed Union forces to outflank him; this left Union forces in control of Kentucky. Crittenden was roundly criticized for his poor performance in the battle, and accusations that he had been inebriated during the engagement certainly did not help him.

Crittenden was subsequently assigned to a reserve corps in northern Mississippi. Again his fondness for hard drink proved to be his downfall. On April 1, 1862, Major General William J. Hardee arrived at Iuka, Mississippi, and found Crittenden drunk. Worse still, Hardee reported that Crittenden’s command was in a “wretched state of discipline.” Crittenden was promptly arrested, but he resigned his commission on October 23, 1862, before a court-martial was convened. He remained with the army as a volunteer staff officer, however, until war’s end. After the war, Crittenden lived quietly in Danville, Kentucky, where he died on November 27, 1880.
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Crittenden, John Jordan

Birth Date: September 10, 1787

Death Date: July 26, 1863

Lawyer, Kentucky politician, and U.S. attorney general. John Jordan Crittenden was born on September 10, 1787, near Versailles, Kentucky. After graduating from the College of William and Mary in 1806, where he studied law, he became a highly successful defense lawyer in western Kentucky. Entering state politics as a Democratic Republican, Crittenden served in the commonwealth’s legislature from 1811 to 1817.

Crittenden first ran for the U.S. Senate in 1816, serving from 1817 to 1819. He later became a Whig and served numerous other terms in the Senate, interrupting his Senate tenure to become a U.S. district attorney (1827–1829), governor of Kentucky (1848–1850), and U.S. attorney general (1841, 1850–1853). In the mid-1850s after the Whig Party had disintegrated, Crittenden belonged to the short-lived Know-Nothing Party and then became a Democrat.

By the late 1850s, Crittenden was an important national figure. Although he was a Democrat and was from a border state, he was an ardent Unionist who hoped that slavery would eventually die a natural death. In the U.S. Senate from 1855 until 1861, Crittenden refused to support the Kansas-Nebraska Act because it negated the Missouri Compromise of 1820 line; he also would not initially subscribe to the concept of popular sovereignty.

When Republican Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860, Crittenden decided to engineer one final effort to reach a compromise that might stave off disunion and civil war. Very much inspired by his mentor and fellow Kentuckian Henry Clay, in December 1860 Crittenden introduced a series of compromises to the Senate, which he hoped might avert war. On December 18 his Senate colleagues formed the Committee of Thirteen, with Crittenden as chair. The committee met for nearly a week debating Crittenden’s various compromises, but in the end the committee voted them down by a slim margin. In January 1861 the Senate also refused to put his compromises to a national vote. On March 4, 1861, Crittenden left the Senate and took a seat in the House of Representatives that same day and then returned to Kentucky, hopeful that he could keep his state neutral in the coming conflict.

On March 16 Crittenden addressed the state legislature, offering up a series of points that supported neutrality. The next month the legislature issued an official proclamation on neutrality based largely on Crittenden’s recommendations. Once war began, Crittenden redoubled his efforts to preserve the Union, but he remained generally unhappy with the Lincoln administration’s policies. Crittenden opposed West Virginia statehood, the confiscation of Confederate property, and the use of African American troops in the army. As he campaigned for another term in the House, Crittenden died on July 26, 1863, in Frankfort, Kentucky. Crittenden had good reason to oppose disunion and the war it spawned, as it bitterly divided his family, with one son, George Bibb Crittenden, serving the Confederacy and another, Thomas L. Crittenden, remaining loyal to the Union; both sons became general officers.
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Crittenden, Thomas Leonidas

Birth Date: May 15, 1819

Death Date: October 23, 1893

Union officer. The son of U.S. senator John J. Crittenden and brother of Confederate major general George B. Crittenden, Thomas Leonidas Crittenden was born in Russellville, Kentucky, on May 15, 1819. Admitted to the Kentucky bar, he served as a commonwealth district attorney and then as an officer in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), after which he was briefly U.S. consul in Liverpool, England.

When the Civil War began, Crittenden was a major general in the Kentucky Militia, commanding the commonwealth’s loyal troops. He was appointed brigadier general, U.S. Volunteers, in September 1861. As the commander of the 5th Division, Army of the Ohio, he fought at Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). On July 17, 1862, he was advanced to major general and commanded II Corps, Army of the Ohio, during the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862).

After Major General William S. Rosecrans assumed command of the Army of the Cumberland on October 24, 1862, Crittenden’s unit became its left wing. Crittenden fought in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and led the reorganized XXI Corps through the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863). Blamed by Rosecrans for the Union defeat at Chickamauga on September 20, 1863, Crittenden and fellow corps commander Major General Alexander M. McCook were relieved of command, but both were later exonerated by a court of inquiry.

On May 12, 1864, during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), Crittenden commanded the 1st Division, IX Corps, Army of the Potomac. He led that unit for the remainder of the battle and through the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Crittenden resigned from the army on December 13, 1864.

After the war, Crittenden served as Kentucky’s state treasurer. In 1867 he joined the regular army at the rank of colonel. In command of the 17th Infantry for most of his remaining career, Crittenden retired in May 1881. He died in Staten Island, New York, on October 23, 1893.
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Crittenden Compromise

A series of compromises put forth by Democratic U.S. senator John J. Crittenden of Kentucky in December 1860 that were designed to stave off disunion and civil war. The Crittenden Compromise was one of several efforts undertaken by Crittenden to avert a secession crisis over slavery. In 1854 he had opposed the Kansas-Nebraska Act because it negated the Missouri Compromise of 1820. He also believed that the federal government should follow a hands-off approach toward the issue of slavery in the territories; for that reason, he initially opposed the concept of popular sovereignty.

After Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860 and the nation appeared poised on the precipice of disunion and war, Crittenden decided to introduce his ideas in the Senate, where they might be debated and eventually enacted. On December 18, 1860, what became known as the Crittenden Compromise was referred to a specially organized Committee of Thirteen, with Crittenden as chairman. The committee’s job was to debate and adjust the senator’s proposals and to bring them to a floor vote as quickly as possible.

There were six key parts of the Crittenden Compromise. First, slavery was to be prohibited above 36 degrees 30 minutes latitude (the old Missouri Compromise line), but the federal government would be empowered to expand the institution below that line; in a seeming bow to popular sovereignty, the citizens of future states would decide whether slavery would be permitted in their state. Second, Congress would be forbidden from outlawing slavery in any area under federal jurisdiction. Third, emancipation was prohibited in the District of Columbia so long as slavery was permitted in neighboring Virginia and Maryland or until District of Columbia residents called for emancipation. Fourth, the interstate transference of slaves was to be protected by federal law. Fifth, the federal government was to reimburse any slave owner for rescued or runaway slaves. Finally, further amendments that negated the preceding points were prohibited.

On December 20 just two days after the committee began its deliberations, South Carolina seceded from the Union. Working under great duress and in an atmosphere of crisis, Crittenden’s committee was undermined by President-elect Lincoln’s refusal to budge on the issue of the containment of slavery; Lincoln would not support any measure that extended slavery beyond where it existed in December 1860. This essentially meant that the old Missouri Compromise line was a dead issue and so too was the Crittenden Compromise, which was based largely on the reinstatement of that line. On December 22 the Committee of Thirteen voted against the compromise seven to six.

Undeterred, on January 3, 1861, Crittenden delivered an impassioned speech on the Senate floor, urging a national referendum on his compromise package, citing the thousands of letters and petitions he had received from Americans across the nation. The Senate voted Crittenden’s suggestion down, and the last chance for achieving compromise was thus lost. In retrospect, however, Crittenden’s plan was bound to fail because it offered far more to the South than it did to the North.
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Crocker, Marcellus Monroe

Birth Date: February 6, 1830

Death Date: August 26, 1865

Union officer. Marcellus Monroe Crocker was born on February 6, 1830, in Franklin, Indiana. He attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, but did not graduate. He eventually studied law and established a legal practice in Des Moines, Iowa. In early 1861 he enlisted in the 2nd Iowa Infantry Regiment and became one of its captains in May 1861. On June 1 he was named major. Crocker proved to be an exemplary soldier and leader, eventually rising to the rank of colonel of the 13th Iowa Infantry. He performed well during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and led a brigade at the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), where he reportedly performed brilliantly.

On November 29, 1862, Crocker was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and was soon leading the 7th Division in XVII Corps without commensurate rank. In August 1863 he was given temporary command of the 4th Division in XIII Corps, but by May 1864 he had taken command of the 4th Division, XVII Corps, which was dispatched to northern Georgia in preparation for the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Along the way, Crocker was stricken with tuberculosis and tendered his resignation, which was not accepted. Instead he was sent to New Mexico, where it was hoped that the salubrious climate would help his condition. In early December 1864 he felt well enough to return to active duty. His condition worsened again, however, and he died in Washington, D.C., on August 26, 1865.
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Crook, George

Birth Date: September 8, 1828

Death Date: March 21, 1890

Union officer. George Crook was born near Dayton, Ohio, on September 8, 1828. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the infantry. He served mostly in California and the Pacific Northwest, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1856 and to captain in 1861.

When the Civil War began, Crook entered the volunteer army as colonel of the 36th Ohio Infantry and participated in actions in western Virginia. On May 23, 1862, he was wounded at Lewisburg, Virginia; he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on September 7, 1862. Crook commanded a brigade in the Kanawha Division, IX Corps, Army of the Potomac, in the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and in the ensuing Battle of Antietam (September 17), assuming division command shortly thereafter. Transferring to the western theater in the early months of 1863, he played a prominent role in operations in Tennessee before assuming command of the 2nd Cavalry Division in the Army of the Cumberland in July 1863 and leading it during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863).

Given command of the Kanawha District in February 1864, Crook led a series of operations to disrupt Confederate communications between eastern Tennessee and Lynchburg, Virginia. During Major General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865), Crook commanded the Army of West Virginia (VIII Corps). He enjoyed a succession of victories during that campaign.

In October 1864, Crook was promoted to major general and continued to command the Department of Western Virginia from his headquarters in Cumberland, Maryland. On February 21, 1865, Crook and Brigadier General Benjamin Kelley were taken prisoner in a daring raid by Confederate partisans. Exchanged on March 20, Crook subsequently led a cavalry division in the Army of the Potomac as it drove toward Appomattox. He was brevetted major general in the regular army on March 27, 1865.

After the Civil War, Crook reverted to lieutenant colonel in the regular army and assumed command of the 23rd Infantry Regiment. He spent the next few years fighting the Paiutes in the Idaho Territory. In Arizona, Crook developed methods that helped him to become, in the view of many, the nation’s premier Indian fighter and led to the short-lived subjugation of the Apaches.

Promoted directly to brigadier general in 1873, Crook became commander of the Department of the Platte, headquartered in Omaha. He played a prominent role in the Sioux War of 1876–1877.

In 1882 Crook returned to Arizona, but his efforts to assist the Apaches met with strong opposition from civilian agents and his old roommate and now rival, Lieutenant General Philip Sheridan. Crook’s opponents were strengthened when Chiricahua leader Geronimo rebelled in May 1885, and Crook was eventually replaced by Brigadier General Nelson A. Miles.

Crook spent the last years of his life attempting to win the return of Apaches from prison in Florida to Arizona and battling with Miles and Sheridan in print. President Grover Cleveland promoted Crook to major general in April 1888 and assigned him to command the Division of the Missouri. Crook died on March 21, 1890, in Chicago.

ALAN K. LAMM

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Custer, George Armstrong; Kelley, Benjamin Franklin; Miles, Nelson Appleton; Sheridan, Philip Henry; Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign; South Mountain, Battle of

Further Reading

Aleshire, Peter. The Fox and the Whirlwind: General George Crook and Geronimo, a Paired Biography. New York: Wiley, 2000.

Crook, George. General George Crook: His Autobiography. Edited by Martin F. Schmidt. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1960.

Hutton, Paul A. Phil Sheridan and His Army. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1985.

Hutton, Paul A., ed. Soldiers West: Biographies from the Military Frontier. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987.

_______________________

Cross Keys, Battle of

Event Date: June 8, 1862

Engagement of Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). The Battle of Cross Keys occurred near the small village of Cross Keys some six miles southeast of Harrisonburg, Virginia, and seven miles northwest of Port Republic.

At Cross Keys on June 7, three brigades of Confederate troops, about 5,000 men in all and commanded by Major General Richard S. Ewell, prepared to meet 10,500 Union troops under Major General John C. Frémont, who had moved down the Valley Pike through Harrisonburg. Frémont, moving in from the northwest, and Brigadier General James Shields, who was closing from the northeast, hoped to trap Jackson’s force between their two columns.

Ewell had charge of defending Jackson’s western flank and established excellent defensive positions along a ridge facing northwest and fronted by several hundred acres of open fields with maple woods protecting both flanks. Ewell positioned his artillery batteries in the center of the line to block the road to Port Republic. Brigadier General George H. Steuart’s brigade held the Confederate left, and Brigadier General Isaac R. Trimble’s brigade held the right. Brigadier General Arnold Elzey’s infantry brigade was in reserve.
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Period drawing of the Battle of Cross Keys, Virginia. Fought on June 8, 1862, it was the fifth battle of Confederate Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s brilliant Shenandoah Valley Campaign. (Library of Congress)

Jackson was at Port Republic. He positioned his men there just north of that town so as to be able to deal with the approach of Shields’s division. Jackson was thus in supporting distance of Ewell, although as it worked out Ewell fought his own battle at Cross Keys against Frémont.

The Battle of Cross Keys opened at about 10:00 a.m. on June 8, 1862, with a halfhearted advance by Frémont’s infantry. Brigadier General Louis Blenker’s division of German immigrants slowly pushed back the Confederate advance elements. The 15th Alabama Infantry of Trimble’s brigade held the Union troops for about a half hour. A long-range artillery duel followed. The 44th Virginia Regiment and the 1st Maryland then beat back several Union attacks.

Frémont mounted his major attack with a brigade of Blenker’s Germans against Trimble’s brigade on the Confederate right. Displaying excellent discipline, Trimble’s men held their fire until the Union troops were close, then unleashed a series of volleys that repulsed the assault. Confederates located in the woods on the right flank also exacted a heavy toll on the attackers.

Trimble’s men then advanced about a mile. Trimble was confident that he could flank the entire Union line and asked Ewell for reinforcements. Even though the Confederates had sustained few casualties, Ewell declined. Two of his brigade commanders, Elzey and Steuart, had been slightly wounded by shell fragments, and Ewell had received reports of a Union turning movement against the Confederate left.

Meanwhile, Jackson had sent Colonel John M. Patton’s and Brigadier General Richard Taylor’s brigades to Ewell. They arrived in the afternoon, and Ewell placed them in the center of his line. Later when Frémont failed to mount an attack on the Confederate left, Ewell ordered his men forward, and by nightfall they had occupied the positions held by the Union forces that morning.

Trimble wanted a night attack, but Ewell refused, reluctant to put too much distance between himself and Jackson. But Ewell gave Trimble permission to approach Jackson, who told him, “Consult General Ewell and be guided by him.” To give his subordinate Ewell such latitude was high praise from Jackson. Trimble then tried a second time to convince Ewell, who again refused.

The fight at Cross Keys was more a skirmish than a battle. Ewell lost 288 men, of whom only 41 were killed. Frémont, on the other hand, had lost 684, nearly half of them dead or mortally wounded. In a report to Jackson, containing the entire Union order of battle captured during the fight, Ewell claimed 2,000 Union casualties.

Jackson then sent orders to Ewell to leave only a holding force (Trimble’s brigade) in position facing Frémont and have the rest of his men join Jackson at Port Republic. Jackson hoped that his united force could return and complete the work of destroying Frémont once Shields had been defeated. Ewell’s march to reinforce Jackson at Port Republic began at dawn on June 9; the remaining Confederate troops withdrew from Cross Keys on Jackson’s subsequent order later that same day.
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Croxton, John Thomas

Birth Date: November 20, 1836

Death Date: April 16, 1874

Union officer. Born in Bourbon County, Kentucky, on November 20, 1836, John Thomas Croxton graduated from Yale in 1857, studied law, and opened a practice in Paris, Kentucky. A Unionist in an overwhelmingly pro-Confederate part of Kentucky, following the onset of the Civil War Croxton helped to recruit and became the lieutenant colonel of the 4th Kentucky Infantry, which would later be converted to a mounted unit, the 4th Kentucky Mounted Infantry. Croxton’s first action came in his home state in the Battle of Mill Springs (Logan Cross Roads) (January 19, 1862). Promoted to colonel in May, he was active in opposing the Confederate Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). He next participated in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and commanded a brigade in XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland; he was severely wounded during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863).

During the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Croxton assumed command of a cavalry brigade and was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers in July. His brigade was almost destroyed during an ill-fated raid south of Atlanta in August, but he turned in a stellar performance during the Franklin-Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864), when his brigade monitored and harassed General John Bell Hood’s advancing Confederate Army of Tennessee and held its own against feared Confederate major general Nathan B. Forrest’s cavalry. Croxton was conspicuous in the fighting at Nashville (December 15–16) and in the pursuit of Hood’s shattered command afterward. In the final months of the war, Croxton’s brigade participated in Brigadier General James H. Wilson’s raid through Alabama and Georgia (March 22–April 20). Detached from Wilson’s command, Croxton captured Tuscaloosa on April 4, 1865, and destroyed anything of military value there before embarking on an epic march of destruction across Alabama and Georgia to rejoin Wilson at Macon, Georgia, on May 1. For his late-war exploits, Croxton was brevetted major general of volunteers.

Croxton resigned his commission in December 1865 and resumed his legal practice in Paris, Kentucky. In 1872 he was appointed U.S. minister to Bolivia. Croxton died at La Paz on April 16, 1874.
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Cruft, Charles

Birth Date: January 12, 1825

Death Date: March 23, 1883

Union officer. Charles Cruft was born in Terre Haute, Indiana, on January 12, 1825. He received his early education in Terre Haute and graduated from Wabash College in 1842. During the years leading up to the Civil War, Cruft worked as a bookkeeper for the State Bank of Indiana and studied law. After a brief period of legal practice, he became president of the St. Louis, Alton, & Terre Haute Railway Company. In 1860 he purchased the Terre Haute Express, which he owned for many years. Finally, in 1861 Cruft formed a law partnership with John P. Baird that lasted until Baird’s death in 1881.

After witnessing firsthand the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Cruft returned to Indiana and helped organize the 31st Indiana Infantry. In September 1861 he became that regiment’s colonel. By November he was commanding a brigade. Wounded in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), Cruft received three more wounds at Shiloh (April 6–7). For his service at Shiloh, he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. After recovering from his wounds, he fought in the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862) in Kentucky, where he was again wounded.

Croft led a brigade in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) during the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and at Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). At Chattanooga, Cruft commanded the 1st Division, IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, and he fought in the Battle of Lookout Mountain (November 24, 1863). He was back in brigade command for the early stages of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) but went on extended leave in June. Returning to duty, he commanded the Provisional Division, Department of the Cumberland, in the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864). Cruft was brevetted major general of volunteers in March 1865.

In August 1865, Cruft mustered out of the army and returned to his legal practice. He died in Terre Haute on March 23, 1883.
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Cullum, George Washington

Birth Date: February 25, 1809

Death Date: February 28, 1892

Union officer. George Cullum was born in New York City on February 25, 1809. He moved to Meadville, Pennsylvania, as a young man and in 1833 graduated third in his class at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. His name is closely linked with his alma mater because of his Register of the Officers and Graduates of the U.S. Military Academy, first published in 1850, and the memorial hall built in his name in 1898. Following his commissioning, Cullum served in the Corps of Engineers and was involved in the construction of coastal fortifications in New York and along the Eastern Seaboard. He was promoted to captain in 1838, a rank he held for the next 23 years. Cullum was an instructor of practical military engineering at West Point from 1848 to 1851 and again from 1852 to 1855.

When the Civil War commenced, Cullum served as an aide-de-camp to Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott and then secured a position with the U.S. Sanitary Commission. On November 1, 1861, Cullum was appointed brigadier general of volunteers and became chief of staff and chief engineer to Major General Henry Halleck, then commander of the Department of the Missouri. Cullum remained with Halleck until September 1864 and then became superintendent of West Point, a position that Cullum held until 1866.

Having been promoted in the regular army to major in 1861 and to lieutenant colonel in 1863, Culllum resumed his engineering duties. His later assignments included numerous engineering posts, and he also served on the Board of Engineers for Fortifications for the Territory of the United States. He was also an officer in or member of numerous charitable, veterans, political, and geographic organizations. Cullum wrote several books, including Systems of Military Bridges (1863), Biographical Register of the Officers and Graduates of the U.S. Military Academy (1850, 1868, 1892), and Campaigns and Engineers of the War of 1812–15 (1879). He retired from active service in 1874 at the rank of colonel but was brevetted to the rank of major general (volunteers) in January 1874. Cullum died on February 28, 1892, in New York City.
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Cumberland, Union Army of the

Major Union army in the western theater. The Department of the Cumberland was organized on October 24, 1862, with troops previously known as the Army of the Ohio. The department included Tennessee east of the Tennessee River and portions of northern Alabama and Georgia. On October 20, Major General William S. Rosecrans took command of the new department. His troops, called the Army of the Cumberland, were initially designated XIV Corps, which Rosecrans divided into three wings: left, center, and right, commanded by Major Generals Thomas L. Crittenden, George H. Thomas, and Alexander M. McCook, respectively. In mid–December 1862, Rosecrans led his army south from Nashville to confront the Confederate Army of Tennessee at Murfreesboro. The resulting Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) ended in a Union victory.

A week after the battle, Rosecrans reorganized his army into three corps: XIV Corps (Thomas), XX Corps (McCook), and XXI Corps (Crittenden). Together with a Reserve Corps (commanded by Major General Gordon Granger) to guard his supply lines and a Cavalry Corps (led by Major General David S. Stanley), the Army of the Cumberland remained in the Murfreesboro area until June 23, 1863, at which time Rosecrans began an advance against Confederate general Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee. In the ensuing Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863), Rosecrans completely outmaneuvered Bragg and forced the Confederates from Tennessee into northern Georgia without any major fighting. Rosecrans’s men captured Chattanooga on September 9 as Bragg continued to retreat.

Bragg’s army was subsequently reinforced from Virginia and Mississippi and surprised Rosecrans and the Army of the Cumberland in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) in Georgia. Although it was a victory for the Confederates and Bragg’s troops had initially outnumbered Union forces, Bragg lost more men. Rosecrans’s army of 58,000 suffered 16,170 casualties, while Bragg lost 18,454 of his 66,000 troops. Rosecrans withdrew to Chattanooga, which Bragg put under siege.

Thomas replaced Rosecrans as army commander on October 20 as reinforcements flowed into Chattanooga from Virginia and Mississippi. The Army of the Cumberland played a key role in the resulting Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863), which sent Southern forces reeling into northern Georgia.

During the winter of 1863–1864, the Army of the Cumberland was reorganized into IV Corps (old XX and XXI Corps) under Major General O. O. Howard; XIV Corps, with Major General John M. Palmer commanding; and a new XX Corps (which consisted of the old XI and XII Corps from the Army of the Potomac), directed by Major General Joseph Hooker. Together with the Cavalry Corps, the army totaled more than 70,000 men.

The army formed part of Major General William T. Sherman’s massive 100,000-man army group that began an advance toward Atlanta on May 7, 1864. Thomas’s soldiers participated in the Battles of Resaca (May 13–15), New Hope Church (May 25–27), Kennesaw Mountain (June 27), and Peachtree Creek (July 20) as well as numerous smaller actions during the campaign, which culminated in the capture of Atlanta on September 2, 1864. That autumn the Army of the Cumberland essentially ceased to exist as such.

When Sherman directed part of his army on the March to the Sea, the XIV Corps (commanded by Brevet Major General Jefferson C. Davis) and XX Corps (commanded by Brigadier General A. S. Williams) formed the left wing of Sherman’s force and became known as the Army of Georgia, under the overall command of Major General Henry Slocum. This arrangement continued in 1865 during the March through the Carolinas. Meanwhile, Thomas and the rest of the army maneuvered against Confederate general John B. Hood’s Army of Tennessee as Hood attempted to move north to the Ohio River. IV Corps under General Stanley played a major role and suffered heavy casualties in the Battle of Franklin (November 30). Thomas then concentrated his army—which included XXIII Corps, Army of the Ohio, and a corps-sized detachment from the Army of the Tennessee as well as other elements assembled to meet the threat—at Nashville and crushed Hood in a major battle there on December 15–16. Its troops remained on garrison duty until the department was discontinued in July 1865.
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Cumberland River

Tributary of the Ohio River. The Cumberland River is 688 miles in length, and the river basin area is approximately 18,000 square miles. The Cumberland begins in far southeastern Kentucky (present-day Harlan County) and flows generally westward through southeastern Kentucky and eastern and middle Tennessee before curving northwestward near Nashville and into western Kentucky, where it joins the Ohio River near the southern tip of Illinois and Indiana near Smithland, Kentucky. Most of the river is navigable below the Cumberland Falls, and 20th-century dams and locks have increased its navigability.

Traders and settlers moving west used the river extensively in the early 19th century, and by the mid-19th century riverboats plied the waterway, linking up with both the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. The Cumberland saw fighting during the Civil War, most notably at Fort Donelson situated on the river (February 12–16, 1862). The Union victories at Fort Donelson and nearby Fort Henry on the Tennessee River (February 6, 1862) were the first significant Union triumphs of the war and opened much of the South to invasion. Indeed, shortly thereafter Nashville became the first Confederate capital to fall. The Union’s Army of the Cumberland was also named for the river.
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Cumming, Alfred

Birth Date: January 30, 1829

Death Date: December 5, 1910

Confederate officer. Alfred Cumming was born on January 30, 1829, in Augusta, Georgia, into a prominent and wealthy family. After graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, at age 20, he served in a variety of roles in the West, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1855 before resigning his captain’s commission in January 1861. He then accepted a lieutenant colonel’s commission in the Augusta Volunteer Battalion.

Shortly thereafter, Cumming resigned that state post to take a major’s commission in the 1st Georgia Infantry Regiment; by June 1861 he had become lieutenant colonel of the 10th Georgia Infantry. In August he became colonel of the 10th Georgia, leading it during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). He was wounded in the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862).

Cumming then took charge of an Alabama brigade but without commensurate rank and led it during the run-up to the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). On September 14 Cumming’s brigade supported Brigadier General Howell Cobb’s brigade after it had been driven back by the Federals at Crampton’s Gap; Cumming’s quick action helped prevent Union forces from closing in on Harpers Ferry. Wounded again at Antietam, on October 29 Cumming received a brigadier general’s commission.

After his promotion, Cumming was sent to the western theater, where he was stationed at Mobile before serving under Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton in defense of Vicksburg. Cumming saw duty at Champion Hill (May 16, 1863) before retiring into Vicksburg’s trenches. When the city fell on July 4, he was taken prisoner but was soon exchanged. His next major action was at the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863), where he commanded a brigade.

Cumming saw much action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864); he was particularly conspicuous on May 9 during operations at Snake Creek Gap and at the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15, 1864). At the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864), he spearheaded an assault on Union fieldworks and was wounded in the process. Cumming saw no further significant combat before the war ended.

After the war Cumming farmed in Floyd County, Georgia, before moving to Augusta. In 1888 he served on the American Military Commission to Korea. Cumming died on December 5, 1910, in Rome, Georgia.
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Cumming, Kate

Birth Date: ca. 1832

Death Date: June 5, 1909

Confederate patriot and nurse. Kate Cumming was born circa 1832 in Edinburgh, Scotland, and immigrated with her family to the United States as a young girl. The family ultimately settled in Mobile, Alabama, and she became completely acculturated to life in the Deep South. When the Civil War began in 1861, she passionately embraced the Confederate cause, believing that President Abraham Lincoln had started the conflict. She also exhorted her compatriots to fully support the war effort.

Despite her family’s trepidations about her volunteering her services to the Confederate military, in April 1862 Cumming set out for the Tennessee-Mississippi border with 40 other women volunteers. Although Cumming had no prior medical or nursing training, she remained at the scene of the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) until June, nursing hundreds of wounded and ill soldiers. Choosing to remain on the battlefront, Cumming also volunteered during subsequent operations against Corinth, Mississippi.

In the autumn of 1862 Cumming went to Chattanooga, where she worked as a matron at Newsome Hospital. There she remained for nearly a year and gained valuable medical experience. She also proved to be an able administrator. In September 1862 Cumming began receiving regular pay for her work, making her one of the first professional Confederate nurses of the war. In the late summer of 1863 after Union forces occupied Chattanooga, Cumming went south to Georgia, where she spent time in numerous Confederate field hospitals.

Cumming returned to Mobile after the war ended, and in 1866 she published A Journal of Hospital Life in the Confederate Army of Tennessee from the Battle of Shiloh to the End of the War, which offered keen insights into Confederate medicine. In the book’s opening, she implored women to help the hundreds of thousands of disabled and ill Civil War veterans. She subsequently earned a living as a teacher and was an active member of the United Daughters of the Confederacy. Cumming died in Birmingham, Alabama, on June 5, 1909.
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Currency, Confederate

Banknotes printed in the Confederate States of America from 1861 to 1864. Confederate currency printed during the Civil War totaled approximately $1.5 billion. Confederate banknotes were printed in a blue-gray color and became known as bluebacks. The images on Southern currency often depicted scenes associated with the military or slavery. The denominations ranged from a 50-cent note up to a $500 note, with the $10 note being the most widely printed. Although the Confederacy could issue official currency, it lacked sufficient specie metal to support the amount of paper currency printed. Also, state governments and even some private companies were authorized to print currency, which only added to the confusing array of denominations.

In January 1861 the Confederacy seized the U.S. mint at New Orleans, which held a state bank depository of gold and silver. These funds, combined with foreign loans from France and England and the sale of Confederate bonds, allowed the South to create the Confederate Treasury, headed by Confederate secretary of the treasury Christopher G. Memminger. The limited amount of specie, though, could not match the unchecked printing of paper money, which quickly led to the depreciation of Southern currency and soaring inflation. Indeed, by late 1864, most Southerners purchased what they needed by bartering or by using U.S. currency illicitly on the black market. By then, the Confederate currency was literally not worth the paper it was printed on.

President Abraham Lincoln’s strategy for winning the war centered on economically strangling the seceded states. The Union set about accomplishing this plan by instituting a blockade of Southern ports. This prevented the import of essential war materials and the export of valuable staple crops such as cotton. The North also introduced counterfeit currency into the Southern economy. The lack of a sound Confederate fiscal policy, witnessed by the rapid depreciation of Southern currency, coupled with this economic pressure by the Union contributed heavily to the collapse of the Confederate States of America.
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Currier & Ives

Prolific American printmaking firm headquartered in New York City from 1857 to 1907. Currier & Ives produced black and white lithographs that were hand-colored by staff artists. The firm produced 2 to 3 new lithographs every week, totaling more than 7,500 prints in all. These provided the American people with pictorial commentaries and depictions of various events in history.

Nathaniel Currier, born in Roxbury, Massachusetts, in 1813, was apprenticed to John and William Pendleton, the first American lithographic house, in 1828. Currier moved to New York City in 1834 and opened his first partnership with Edward Stodart. They produced a variety of common prints, most notably music manuscripts, until 1835. It was an unsuccessful business venture, so Currier ran his own business under the name N. Currier, Lithographer, from 1835 to 1856.

James Merritt Ives joined the firm as the bookkeeper and accountant in 1852, adding his own business and marketing skills. After 1857, the firm expanded its line to include every phase of American life: portraits, political satire, views of city and country life, children, sporting events, maritime scenes, sentimental domestic scenes, Christmas themes, and patriotic and historical events.

Currier & Ives published more than 250 lithographs of the Civil War. These included battle scenes, soldiers’ portraits, political cartoons, satires, slavery themes, patriotic prints, and a large collection illustrating President Abraham Lincoln at different phases of his political career.

The images portrayed both sides in the war. The Battle of Antietam (undated) and The Battle of Sharpsburg (1862) gave equal coverage to both armies. Three prints titled Gettysburg (undated) pictured the engagement from Confederate and Union vantages. The Battle of Fair Oaks, Va., May 31, 1862, illustrated the first balloon used for warfare observation, while The Mississippi in the Time of War (1865) depicted a naval engagement. Terrific Combat between the “Monitor” 2 Guns & “Merrimac” 10 Guns, 1862: The First Battle between Iron-Clad Ships of War (1862) showed the two ironclads in midbattle. Three more prints were issued that declared the Monitor as the victor.

[image: image]

A Currier & Ives lithograph entitled Terrific Combat between the “Monitor” 2 Guns & “Merrimac” 10 Guns. The first fight between iron clad ships of war, in Hampton Roads, March 9th 1862, in which the little Monitor whipped the Merrimac and the whole school of Rebel steamers.” (Library of Congress)

Several prints illustrated the April 14, 1865, assassination of Lincoln. The print titled The Assassination of President Lincoln: At Ford’s Theatre, Washington D.C., April 14th 1865 (1865) shows the Lincoln party seated in the theater box with Booth shooting the president. The Death Bed of the Martyr President Lincoln (1865) pictures Lincoln at the moment of his death on April 15, surrounded by important people of the time. Both Abraham Lincoln: The Martyr President (1865) and Abraham Lincoln: The Nation’s Martyr (1865) were reissued nine times.

Currier & Ives closed permanently in 1907, as American consumers had by then changed their tastes, and photography had largely replaced prints.
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Curry, Jabez Monroe

Birth Date: June 5, 1825

Death Date: February 12, 1903

Prominent politician and Confederate officer. Jabez Monroe Curry was born on June 5, 1825, in Lincoln County, Georgia. He later moved to Alabama. A graduate of Franklin College (University of Georgia) and Harvard Law School, he practiced as an attorney in Alabama and served during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a Texas Ranger. In 1847 he left the Rangers because of poor health and was subsequently elected to the Alabama legislature, where he served until 1855. An astute politician, he was also an avid proponent of states’ rights. Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a states’ rights Democrat, he retained his seat until January 1861, when he resigned following the secession of Alabama.

Almost immediately elected to the Provisional Confederate Congress as an Alabama representative, Curry soon earned a reputation as an enthusiastic supporter of the Jefferson Davis administration and the Confederate war effort. In November 1861 Curry was elected—unopposed—to the First Confederate Congress as a representative. He chaired the Finance Committee and played a major role in Confederate finances during the first half of the war. He supported virtually all of Davis’s war policies except conscription, which Curry feared would deny the Confederacy needed industrial workers. Curry’s steadfast support of the Davis administration cost him reelection, however, and he left Congress in late 1863. Curry then served as aide-de-camp with the rank of lieutenant colonel for Generals Joseph E. Johnston and Joseph Wheeler until the end of the war.

After the war Curry became a Baptist minister and an active proponent of education reform. From 1865 to 1868 he served as the president of Howard College (later Samford University) before becoming a professor at Richmond College. Curry actively lobbied for the establishment of more schools for both white and black students and headed several educational and philanthropic organizations. He also served as U.S. minister to Spain (1885–1888). Curry died on February 12, 1903, near Asheville, North Carolina.
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Curtin, Andrew Gregg

Birth Date: April 22, 1817

Death Date: October 7, 1894

Governor of Pennsylvania. Andrew Gregg Curtin was born on April 22, 1817, in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. He graduated from Dickinson College in 1837 and passed the bar that same year. Curtin established a practice in Bellefonte, entered politics as a Whig, and served as secretary of state as well as the superintendent of public schools. In 1860 he successfully ran for governor on the nebulous People’s Party ticket and took office in January 1861. In his inaugural speech, he denounced Southern secession and aligned himself with the Republican Party.

Curtin quickly became a powerful political figure and one of the nation’s most active wartime governors. Only months after taking office, he secured a $3 million appropriation to pay for and equip state troops and personally helped recruit numerous regiments for Union service. By war’s end, Pennsylvania provided some 369,000 troops for the war effort. In the autumn of 1862, Curtin convened a meeting of all Northern governors in Altoona, Pennsylvania, where he was able to secure written support for the Abraham Lincoln administration from numerous fellow governors.

Curtin also spearheaded efforts to help indigent soldiers’ families, increase industrial output, and quash antiwar sentiments. He worked so hard during the early years of the war that he nearly ruined his health. By 1863, he was physically and mentally exhausted and toyed with the idea of not seeking reelection. His supporters, however, convinced him to run again—this time as a Republican—and he handily won, with a campaign slogan that depicted him as the “soldier’s friend.” He continued his prowar, pro-Lincoln policies throughout the remainder of the war.

Curtin was also highly successful in other areas. He championed the laboring class, low tariffs, and the granting of free homesteads. He also helped repeal a punitive railroad tax and allowed employers to maintain private police forces to protect their property and discourage union activities, which proved highly popular among businessmen.

From 1869 to 1872, Curtin was U.S. minister to Russia. By now he had become a Democrat and again waded into the political world. After several failed runs for Congress in the 1870s, Curtin finally succeeded in gaining a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives in 1880. He served from 1880 until 1887. Curtin maintained that his ongoing feud with fellow Pennsylvanian and one-time secretary of war Simon Cameron had derailed his efforts to attain higher office. Curtin died on October 7, 1894, in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania.
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Curtis, Benjamin Robbins

Birth Date: November 4, 1809

Death Date: September 15, 1874

Lawyer and U.S. Supreme Court justice. Benjamin Robbins Curtis was born on November 4, 1809, in Watertown, Massachusetts. He graduated from Harvard College in 1829 and then took over a law practice in Northfield, Massachusetts. In 1834 he entered into a partnership with Charles Pelham Curtis, a distant relative and an established lawyer in Boston.

Benjamin Curtis quickly built a reputation in Boston for his knowledge of commercial law. One of his most important cases during this time was Commonwealth v. Aves. Curtis argued that a slave owner was able to restrain a slave while in Massachusetts, a free state, for the purpose of returning later to a slave jurisdiction. The Massachusetts Supreme Court found against Curtis, but he later cited the court’s decision in his dissent in the Dred Scott case.

In 1849 Curtis was elected to the Massachusetts House of Representatives. He also became a close friend and admirer of Daniel Webster, who served as secretary of state for President Millard Fillmore. When Justice Levi Woodbury of the U.S. Supreme Court died in 1851, Webster recommended that Curtis succeed Woodbury in what became known as the New England seat. The Senate confirmed Curtis’s nomination on December 20, 1851.

During his time on the Supreme Court, Curtis wrote 51 opinions. He gained his greatest fame in his dissent on the Dred Scott issue. In Scott v. Sandford (1857), Curtis was one of two justices who dissented from the majority. Curtis’s brother was the attorney for the slave Dred Scott and argued that Scott should be freed because of the time he had spent in a free state. The Court denied that Congress had the power to prohibit slavery and argued that African Americans were not entitled to the rights of national citizenship. In his dissent, Curtis methodically destroyed the argument of the majority.

Believing that the majority opinion had already been released for publication, Curtis mistakenly released his dissent for publication after Chief Justice Roger B. Taney had read the decision from the bench. Instead, Curtis’s opinion was published first, and Taney revised his opinion. A series of increasingly tense letters between the two followed. Curtis abruptly resigned on September 1, 1857, citing the low salary. He later told friends that the real reason for his departure was his loss of confidence in the Court’s ability to resolve issues fairly.

After leaving the Supreme Court, Curtis resumed his successful private practice. He subsequently argued more than 50 cases before the Court. Curtis opposed Radical Republican attempts at Reconstruction following the Civil War, and when President Andrew Johnson was impeached, Curtis headed his defense. Curtis’s opening argument before the Senate was considered a masterpiece. After several years of declining health, Curtis died in Newport, Rhode Island, on September 15, 1874.
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Curtis, Newton Martin

Birth Date: May 21, 1835

Death Date: January 8, 1910

Union officer. Newton Martin Curtis was born on May 21, 1835, in De Peyster, New York. He attended Gouverneur Wesleyan Seminary and worked the family farm while studying law, and in 1857 he was named postmaster for his hometown.

In early May 1861, Curtis volunteered for an army company raised in De Peyster, which became part of the 16th New York Infantry, and on May 15, 1861, he was elected its captain. He served in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was wounded in fighting at West Point, Virginia, on May 7. On October 23, 1862, he was appointed lieutenant colonel of the 142nd New York Infantry and was promoted to colonel on January 21, 1863. Curtis served in the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864), was given charge of a brigade, and fought at the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864).

At the Battle of Laurel Hill (September 29–30, 1864) in Virginia, Curtis distinguished himself and was brevetted brigadier general on October 28, 1864. He commanded a brigade in Major General Alfred Terry’s command during the Fort Fisher Campaign (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865), playing a conspicuous role in the capture of that Confederate bastion. Wounded while leading his men in the assault on the fort, Curtis refused to leave the field. For his gallantry, he was promoted to brigadier general to date from January 15 and was awarded the Medal of Honor in 1891. On March 13, 1865, Curtis was brevetted major general.

Following the war, Curtis entered public service. He was a customs collector in New York before becoming a U.S. Treasury Department agent in 1867. From 1880 to 1882 he served in the U.S. Department of Justice, and from 1884 to 1890 he sat in the New York legislature. In 1891 Curtis was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from 1891 to 1897. In 1906 he wrote a history of the 16th New York Infantry, including personal war reminiscences. Curtis died in New York City on January 8, 1910.
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Curtis, Samuel Ryan

Birth Date: February 3, 1805

Death Date: December 26, 1866

Union officer. Samuel Ryan Curtis was born on February 3, 1805, in Clinton County, New York, but moved to Ohio with his family as a youth. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1831 and was assigned to the 7th U.S. Infantry Regiment. Curtis resigned his commission the following year, returned to Ohio, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in Zanesville. From 1837 to 1839, he worked as a civil engineer on a project along the Muskingum River. Subsequently he worked in the same capacity for the National Road.

When the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) began, Curtis, who held a commission in the Ohio Militia, became first the state’s adjutant general and then colonel of the 3rd Ohio Volunteer Regiment. The 3rd Ohio did not see combat, but Curtis served as military governor of several occupied Mexican towns, including Matamoras, Camargo, Monterey, and Saltillo.

Back in civilian life after the war, Curtis moved to Iowa and continued to practice law. In 1856 he became mayor of Keokuk and subsequently served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1857 until his resignation in 1861. A member of the Republican Party, he leaned toward abolitionism and was an early supporter of Abraham Lincoln. However, in early 1861 Curtis served on the peace commission in Washington, seeking yet another sectional compromise.

When the Civil War began, Curtis once again offered his services and was elected colonel of the 2nd Iowa Volunteer Regiment. He was prompt in marching his regiment to occupy the town of Hannibal, Missouri, at the request of Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon, who commanded Union field forces in Missouri at that time, and the favorable attention that this movement brought earned Curtis promotion to brigadier general of volunteers in August 1861. He spent most of the rest of the year supervising the drilling of troops at Jefferson Barracks, near St. Louis.

In December 1861 Major General Henry W. Halleck, commanding the Department of Missouri with headquarters in St. Louis, assigned Curtis to command the Army of the Southwest. Curtis initially established his headquarters in Rolla, Missouri, and in February 1862 succeeded in pushing Confederate forces led by Brigadier General Sterling Price out of the southwestern corner of the state. Curtis pursued, pressing southward into Arkansas with about 11,000 men, but lack of supplies forced him to pause near Bentonville, in the northwestern part of the state.

In March 1862 a Confederate army, including Price’s force and additional units all under the command of Confederate major general Earl Van Dorn and numbering about 16,000 men, moved to catch and destroy Curtis’s smaller army. Curtis took up a defensive position on the north bank of Sugar Creek in northwestern Arkansas. Rather than attack Curtis head-on in his strong position, Van Dorn opted to send his army on a three-day roundabout march to approach Curtis from the rear. Splitting his army into two columns, Van Dorn sent one around either side of a landmass known as Pea Ridge, approaching the rear of the Union army. Curtis learned of Van Dorn’s approach and turned his army to face the new threat. In fierce fighting on March 7, Curtis’s men halted Van Dorn’s advance. The following day Curtis went over to the offensive, driving back the Confederates, who were running low on supplies and had to retreat. The Battle of Pea Ridge was the most important Union victory gained west of the Mississippi. Curtis received promotion to major general, effective March 21.

Curtis continued to enjoy success. That summer his troops advanced through eastern Arkansas, capturing Helena on the Mississippi River, on July 12. In September he was made commander of the Department of Missouri, but in that role he tended to come into conflict with the governor of Missouri, who was offended by Curtis’s antislavery views. To mollify the governor, Lincoln relieved Curtis of his command on May 12, 1863.

The following January, however, Lincoln assigned Curtis to command of the Department of Kansas. Such western commands in the Civil War were seen as convenient places to shelve inconvenient officers, but in 1864 Price once again led his Confederates into Missouri, this time on an extended raid that brought him into the northwestern part of the state. Curtis gathered the forces available to him in the Department of Kansas and on October 23 met and defeated Price at Westport, near present-day Kansas City.

Curtis’s final Civil War assignment was to the Department of the Northwest. After the war he served briefly as an Indian peace commissioner and as a consultant to the Union Pacific Railroad. Curtis died in Council Bluffs, Iowa, on December 26, 1866.
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Cushing, Alonzo Hereford

Birth Date: January 19, 1841

Death Date: July 3, 1863

Union officer. Alonzo Hereford Cushing was born in Delafield, Wisconsin, on January 19, 1841. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1861. His younger brother, William Barker Cushing, had a distinguished career in the U.S. Navy. On June 24, 1861, Alonzo Cushing was immediately promoted from second to first lieutenant and assigned to Battery A of the 4th U.S. Artillery Regiment. He then trained volunteers as they arrived at Washington, D.C. Temporarily assigned to Battery G of the 2nd U.S. Artillery, Cushing also participated in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

Cushing returned to Battery A and participated in the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862). His battery also fought in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) as part of Brigadier General Edwin Vose Sumner’s II Corps. Sumner wrote that Cushing’s service as his aide had been “indefatigable” during the campaign.

Cushing and his battery missed the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) but took part in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Cushing then served as a topographical engineer on Sumner’s staff during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), for which Cushing was brevetted captain, and he again commanded Battery A at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), earning the brevet to major.

Cushing became a Union hero at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), during which his battery defended the center of the Union line that faced Pickett’s Charge on the third day of fighting. Cushing continued firing his guns until the battery was overrun and he was killed on July 3, 1863. He received a posthumous brevet promotion to lieutenant colonel.
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Cushing, William Barker

Birth Date: November 4, 1842

Death Date: December 17, 1874

Union naval officer. Born in Delafield, Wisconsin, on November 4, 1842, William Cushing won appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, in 1857. However, his failure to apply himself to his studies forced him to resign in March 1861 before graduation. When the Civil War began, Cushing was appointed a master’s mate aboard the ship of the line Minnesota. In October he received an appointment as a midshipman and was assigned to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. In July 1862 he was promoted to lieutenant.

In October 1862, now commanding the armed tug Ellis, Cushing raided New Topsail Inlet, North Carolina, to destroy a Confederate saltworks there as well as a blockade-runner. On November 23 he led a raid on Jacksonville, North Carolina, in which he was forced to destroy the Ellis in the New River Inlet on November 25 to prevent its capture. By now Cushing was regarded as a daring and resourceful commander. He next commanded in succession the ex-ferryboats and side-wheeler fourth-rate ships Commodore Barney and Shokokon. In September 1863 he took command of the screw steamer Monticello, and in February and June 1864 he led night missions behind Confederate lines.

On July 5, 1864, Rear Admiral Samuel P. Lee, commanding the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, asked Cushing to lead an effort to destroy the powerful Confederate ironclad ram Albemarle at Plymouth, North Carolina. Lee approved Cushing’s plan for an attack by two launches fitted with spar torpedoes. Traveling to Washington, Cushing secured final approval from Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles. Cushing then obtained two steam launches in New York City and supervised their fitting out. One was lost in the trip south and was captured. Cushing arrived in the North Carolina Sounds with Steam Picket Boat No. 1 on October 24. The new commander of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Rear Admiral David D. Porter, approved Cushing’s request that he be allowed to undertake the mission with the one launch only. The attack on the night of October 27 was successful. Only Cushing and another man in the attacking party escaped; 2 others drowned, and 11 were captured. For the deed, Cushing received the Thanks of Congress and promotion to lieutenant commander.
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U.S. Navy lieutenant William B. Cushing led the daring attack that sank the Confederate ironclad ram Albemarle with a spar torpedo on October 28, 1864. He also distinguished himself in the successful Union attack on Fort Fisher, North Carolina, in January 1865. (Library of Congress)

Commanding the Monticello, Cushing participated in the successful Union assault on Fort Fisher in January 1865. He spent the last months of the war supervising the removal of Confederate mines. Cushing continued on active service with the navy after the war. Promoted to commander in 1872, the next year while in command of the screw sloop Wyoming he threatened to open fire on Santiago, Cuba, to prevent the killing of American sailors detained there from the Virginius, a ship that had been running arms to rebels on the island and had been captured by the Spanish. A congressional committee later vindicated Cushing for “upholding the honor of the American flag.” Assigned as executive officer of the Washington Navy Yard in August 1874, Cushing suffered a mental and physical collapse in late November and died at the Government Hospital for the Insane in Washington, D.C., on December 17, 1874. Cushing’s brother, U.S. Army first lieutenant Alonzo Cushing, was killed in the Battle of Gettysburg in July 1863, his bravery there earning him hero status in the North and posthumous brevet promotion to lieutenant colonel.
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Cushman, Pauline

Birth Date: June 10, 1833

Death Date: December 2, 1893

Union spy. Pauline Cushman was born Harriet Wood on June 10, 1833, in New Orleans, but she grew up in Grand Rapids, Michigan. At age 18, Wood changed her name to Pauline Cushman and embarked on a career as a theatrical performer. In 1853 she married musician Charles Dickinson, who later served in the regimental band of the 41st Ohio Infantry. After his death in 1862, Cushman returned to the stage in Louisville, Kentucky. According to her memoir, it was during this time that paroled Southern soldiers offered her money to toast Confederate president Jefferson Davis during a performance.

After informing the provost marshal of her intentions, Cushman took to the stage and proclaimed her loyalty to Davis and the honor of the Southern Confederacy. She was promptly fired from the production and began her career as a spy for the Union Army. Posing as a Confederate sympathizer, she was employed to seek out information on Southern spies in Louisville and their methods of smuggling medical supplies through Union lines.

Cushman later secured a theatrical job in Nashville, Tennessee, where she obtained information on thefts from government stores, the contraband trade, Confederate troop movements, and guerrilla activity. In May 1863 Cushman was captured during an assignment in Shelbyville, Kentucky. She was brought to trial, found guilty, and sentenced to hang. She escaped to the safety of Union lines, however, during the Army of Tennessee’s evacuation of Shelbyville in June 1863.

President Abraham Lincoln soon acknowledged Cushman’s valuable work by granting her an honorary commission as a brevet major. She enjoyed a brief period of celebrity, completing a lecture tour on her adventures and posing in her soldier’s uniform for photographer Mathew Brady. After the publication of her biography in 1865, Cushman moved to California, where she resumed her acting career. Cushman died on December 2, 1893, in San Francisco of an opium overdose. She was buried with full military honors.
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Custer, George Armstrong

Birth Date: December 5, 1839

Death Date: June 25, 1876

Union officer. George Armstrong Custer was born on December 5, 1839, in New Rumley, Ohio, although he spent part of his childhood with his half sister in Monroe, Michigan. Custer often accompanied his father to local militia drills and by the age of 4 could go through the manual of arms perfectly. At age 16 he was admitted to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, performing just well enough to graduate in 1861.

Despite his mediocre record as a student, Custer excelled during the Civil War. Shortly after graduating from West Point, he was assigned to a regiment on its way to the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). His daring reconnaissance patrols and valor brought him to the attention of Union Army commander Major General George B. McClellan. As a captain and a staff officer for McClellan, Custer demonstrated his potential to such an extent that he was promoted directly to brigadier general of volunteers on June 29, 1863, and given command of the 2nd Brigade of the 3rd Cavalry Division at the age of 23.

With his flamboyant uniform—which he designed personally—and his long flowing yellow hair, Custer immediately became a national hero. From the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) through the end of the war, he was renowned for his fearless and often decisive cavalry charges and earned the respect of his men and superiors. He participated in the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11, 1864) and the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11–12, 1864) and then in August moved to the Shenandoah Valley. In October 1864 he took charge of the entire 3rd Cavalry Division and became a close confidant of Major General Philip Sheridan during the Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Custer also intrepidly led his force in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864), the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864), the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864), and the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865). He performed conspicuously during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). By the end of the war, he had been promoted to major general (he also held brevets to major general in the regulars) and was considered one of the most brilliant cavalry officers in the Union Army.

Following the war, Custer returned to the regular army with the permanent rank of lieutenant colonel and was assigned to the 7th Cavalry Regiment. Because his commanding officer was frequently absent, the 7th Cavalry was for all intents and purposes Custer’s regiment. He quickly made a name for himself on the Great Plains. Dressed in fringed buckskin instead of a traditional uniform, he was the embodiment of the dashing Indian fighter. His best-selling book, My Life on the Plains (1874), and several popular magazine articles helped to reinforce his reputation as a military genius. Yet the Custer myth did not always square with reality.
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Brevet Major General George Armstrong Custer was one of the youngest generals of the Civil War. As a lieutenant colonel after the war, he went on to an infamous career as an Indian fighter in the West. Custer and much of his 7th Cavalry Regiment perished in the June 1876 Battle of the Little Bighorn. (National Archives)

Indeed, Custer’s first experience fighting the Native Americans in 1867 ended in humiliating failure during a campaign against the Cheyennes. Not only did he fail to defeat any Native Americans, but he was court-martialed and sentenced to a year’s suspension of rank and pay for being absent without leave. He rebounded from this personal setback in 1868 when he surprised Chief Black Kettle’s Cheyenne village in a brutal and strategically questionable attack on the Washita River (November 27, 1868). This victory helped to burnish Custer’s public reputation.

In 1874, miners attached to the 7th Cavalry located gold in the Black Hills of the Dakota Territory, and the U.S. government subsequently attempted to buy the Black Hills from the Sioux. When this effort failed, subsequent Sioux and Cheyenne unrest gave American officials the necessary justification to send in the military to resolve the situation. The result was the Sioux War of 1876–1877.

On June 25, 1876, Custer’s 7th Cavalry rashly attacked the village of Sitting Bull on the Little Big Horn River. Custer unwisely divided his regiment in an effort to outflank the Sioux and Cheyenne warriors. He personally led a battalion of some 225 men. Contemptuous of his opponents, he also underestimated both the size and fighting ability of Crazy Horse’s force and found himself outnumbered 10 to 1 and surrounded. In one of the most famous and controversial battles in American history, the Indians slaughtered Custer and his entire battalion, including Custer’s younger brothers Tom and Boston. Custer’s Last Stand stunned Americans and awarded to George Armstrong Custer an immortality that he did not deserve but that fit with his reputation and public persona.
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Cutler, Lysander

Birth Date: February 16, 1804

Death Date: July 30, 1866

Union officer. Lysander Cutler was born in Royalston, Massachusetts, on February 16, 1804, the son of a farmer. Cutler learned surveying and relocated to Dexter, Maine, in 1828, and taught school before going into business. He founded a textile mill and a flour mill in addition to a sawmill and foundry, which made him wealthy. He also served in the Maine Senate and rose to the rank of colonel in the local militia. In 1843 his textile mill burned to the ground, which depleted his fortune, and during the financial panic of 1856–1857 he lost the remainder of his wealth. He then went to Milwaukee, where he worked as a grain broker.

On July 16, 1861, Cutler became colonel of the 6th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment. He first saw significant action in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), where he was badly wounded. After recovering, he temporarily led a brigade during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). After that engagement he was advanced to brigadier general, to date from November 29, 1862.

Cutler led the 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, I Corps, Army of the Potomac, and then the 1st Division itself until the spring of 1864, but he did not play a major role in any of the battles fought during that time except for the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). In March 1864 he took command of the 1st Brigade, 4th Division, V Corps. After Brigadier General James S. Wadsworth was mortally wounded on May 6 during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Cutler took command of the 4th Division, V Corps, which he led during the early stages of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

On the final day of the Battle of Globe Tavern (August 18–21, 1864), Cutler was hit in the face by a shell fragment and seriously wounded. Brevetted major general effective August 19, he was forced to give up field command and supervised the draft rendezvous in Jackson, Michigan, for the remainder of the war. He resigned his commission on June 30, 1865, and suffered a severe stroke soon thereafter, likely as a consequence of his facial wound. Cutler died in Milwaukee on July 30, 1866.
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Cyclorama

Large curved painting encircling individuals who view it seated (or standing) in the center. The art form began in Europe in the late 1700s and came to the United States in the 1880s. Artists re-created landscapes and battle scenes on large circular paintings and then charged admission for people to view them. Over time operators added dioramas, which provided a three-dimensional effect, as well as sound and even pyrotechnic effects.

The popularity of this art form in the United States after 1865 resulted in cycloramas depicting several battles and campaigns of the Civil War. Unfortunately, the ones for the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863), and the Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862) have all disappeared. Only two remain: the Gettysburg Cyclorama, portraying Pickett’s Charge at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), and the Atlanta Cyclorama, portraying the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864).

In 1883, French artist Paul Philippoteaux, supervising five artists, completed the first of four versions of the Gettysburg Cyclorama. It was roughly 375 feet long and 25 feet high and required more than four tons of paint. The painting, depicting the ill-fated Pickett’s Charge, opened in Chicago later that year. A private group in North Carolina now owns this version. The Boston version opened in late 1884 and reached Gettysburg in 1913, where it resides today. The Philadelphia version was destroyed, and the fate of the Brooklyn version is unknown. The 377- by 47-foot Gettysburg Cyclorama painting was restored in 2008 at a cost of $11.2 million. The National Park Service has called it the largest such conservation project ever undertaken in North America.

In 1884 John A. Logan, a former Union general and participant in the Battle of Atlanta and a Democratic vice presidential candidate, commissioned The Battle of Atlanta to enhance his political aspirations. The painting shows the July 22, 1864, battle at around 4:30 p.m. Created by William Wehler’s American Panorama Company, it was originally 60 feet by 360 feet wrapped in a circle, had more than 20,000 square feet of painted surface, and weighed more than 18,000 pounds. It toured several northern cities and premiered in Atlanta on February 12, 1892. The City of Atlanta now permanently displays the painting in Grant Park.

By 1930 or so, movies, the need for large numbers of visitors, and high production and transportation costs had caused the art form to nearly vanish.
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Dabney, Robert Lewis

Birth Date: March 5, 1820

Death Date: January 3, 1898

Writer, philosopher, theologian, and Confederate officer. Robert Louis Dabney was born in Louisa County, Virginia, on March 5, 1820, the son of a modestly successful planter. At an early age, Dabney exhibited a keen intellect and an abiding Christian faith, which was encouraged by his local Presbyterian minister. When Dabney was just 16 years old, he began pursuing classical and theological studies at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia. By then, he had already begun to embrace a socially conservative mind-set and was squarely in the old-school Calvinist tradition of Presbyterianism. After the death of his father, for a time Dabney returned to the family’s plantation. In 1839 he returned to school, this time studying at the University of Virginia, from which he earned an MA degree in 1842.

In 1844 Dabney entered the Union Theological Seminary, which had been founded at Hampden-Sydney and was located on its campus until 1898. In 1846 Dabney graduated from Union and was ordained a Presbyterian minister. During 1846–1847, he was a roving missionary in Louisa County, Virginia. In 1847 he assumed his first pastorate at the Tinkling Spring Church in Augusta County, Virginia. He remained there until 1853, also presiding over a small school that he had formed.

In the summer of 1853 Dabney returned to Hampden-Sydney, where he took a joint faculty position with the college and the seminary. It was here that he began to hone his reputation as a formidable theologian and writer. He also began preaching in Hampden-Sydney’s Presbyterian College Church, where he drew churchgoers from near and far. In the meantime he accelerated his theological writings, some of which began to take up the political and social issues of the day.

Dabney was fiercely loyal to the Southern cause—especially that of Virginia—and saw no moral or theological imperative that would have prevented the continuation of slavery. Although he wrote several influential pieces in 1860–1861 calling for a peaceful solution to the sectional crisis, Dabney immediately took up the Confederate cause in the spring of 1861. That summer he traveled to northern Virginia and began a chaplaincy in the 18th Virginia Regiment. He witnessed the Confederate victory at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and began preaching to large numbers of Confederate soldiers, including Brigadier General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, who was impressed with Dabney’s intellect and oratory. The two men were already acquainted, however, as Dabney’s wife was Jackson’s first cousin. Jackson himself had thought about pursuing a career in the ministry and by all accounts was a pious Presbyterian. For personal and health reasons, Dabney returned to Hampden-Sydney later that summer, remaining there until the spring of 1862.

In April 1862 Jackson wrote to Dabney requesting that he join him as chief of staff, a position that Dabney believed he could not adequately fulfill. Jackson was insistent, so Dabney agreed, entering Confederate service as a major. He took part in Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and also the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Dabney acted as chief of staff and also provided services as a chaplain during this period. In the meantime, the two men became inseparable. In mid-July 1862, Dabney fell gravely ill and had to return home; his departure deeply affected Jackson, who said that Dabney was “the most efficient officer” he had ever known. Dabney’s illness kept him from the battlefield for the duration of the war.

After Jackson’s death on May 10, 1863, his widow requested that Dabney prepare a biography of the fallen general, a task he eagerly accepted. The result was The Life of Thomas J. Jackson (1866), an iconic book that remained in print for more than a century. Dabney also wrote a great many other books and treatises, some of which took up the defense of the South after the war, making him one of the archdefenders of the Lost Cause. In 1883 he left Hampden-Sydney to take a faculty position at the University of Texas at Austin and founded the Austin Theological Seminary. Dabney retired from teaching in 1894 and died in Victoria, Texas, on January 3, 1898.
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Dahlgren, John Adolph Bernard

Birth Date: November 13, 1809

Death Date: July 12, 1870

Union naval officer and developer of a system of ordnance that bears his name. Born in Philadelphia on November 13, 1809, John Adolph Bernard Dahlgren was the son of the Swedish consul in that city. The elder Dahlgren died suddenly in 1824, placing his family in dire financial straits. That winter John Dahlgren applied to become a midshipman, but the U.S. Navy rejected his application. Dahlgren then shipped as a merchant seaman to gain experience. This and letters from influential connections helped him secure appointment as an acting midshipman in February 1826. Following cruises in the frigate Macedonian and the sloop Ontario, on April 28, 1832, Dahlgren was advanced to passed midshipman.

Assigned in 1834 to the Coast Survey, Dahlgren showed a great interest in math and science. He spent three years with the survey, making lieutenant on March 8, 1837. But this duty caused serious eye problems and led to two years ashore detached from the service.

Returned to active duty, during 1843–1844 Dahlgren was on the frigate Cumberland in the Mediterranean. On his return to the United States, he was assigned to direct ordnance activities at the Washington Navy Yard. Here he found his true calling. Dahlgren designed a new lock for firing guns, an improved primer, and sights graduated in yards. In 1848 he tested 32-pounders and 8-inch guns and recorded the results, the first time that ranging data was available on these guns.

In 1849 Dahlgren produced a new howitzer for the navy. These appeared as 12- and 24-pounder smoothbores and as a 4-inch (20-pounder) rifle. These were the finest boat guns of their time in the world and remained in service with the U.S. Navy until the 1880s. Dahlgren is chiefly remembered, however, for the system of heavy smoothbore muzzle-loading ordnance that bears his name. These new guns appeared in a variety of sizes, from 32-pounders to 15-inch bore and, after the Civil War, 20-inch bore. Dahlgren also designed rifled guns, although these were not as successful as his smoothbores, and most were withdrawn from service in 1862.

Dahlgren was promoted to commander on September 14, 1855. When Commandant of the Washington Navy Yard Captain Franklin Buchanan joined the Confederacy early in 1861, Dahlgren replaced him. Promoted to captain on July 10, Dahlgren was named a rear admiral on February 7, 1863.

Dahlgren became close friends with President Abraham Lincoln, who often visited the yard. Dahlgren very much wanted the glory of command at sea. Never popular with his brother officers because of his relentless pursuit of recognition and his self-promotion, he nonetheless used his influence with Lincoln to his advantage. When Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles replaced Rear Admiral Samuel Du Pont as commander of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Dahlgren sought that command, but Welles, who disliked Dahlgren, gave it to Rear Admiral Andrew Hull Foote instead. A tentative arrangement was worked out whereby Dahlgren would go to the squadron with Foote, although Dahlgren insisted that he have separate command of vessels for the attack on Charleston. All of this was moot, because on his way to take up his command in June 1863 Foote suddenly became ill and died in New York City, whereupon Lincoln prevailed on Welles to appoint Dahlgren in his place.
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Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren designed the system of naval guns that bear his name but yearned for command at sea. His friendship with President Abraham Lincoln ultimately brought him command of Union naval forces off Charleston where he had only limited success. Dahlgren is shown here off Charleston with one of his rifled guns on the screw sloop Pawnee. (Library of Congress)

Most of Dahlgren’s time with the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron was spent at sea off Charleston trying to seal off that harbor and protect his squadron from Confederate attack. He personally led monitor attacks on the Confederate forts but, as with Du Pont before him, was unable to take Charleston. Like Du Pont, Dahlgren was unwilling to run risks and rejected an attempt to force the inner harbor. A boat attack on Fort Sumter on the night of September 8, 1863, was a dismal failure. Dahlgren’s lack of success partly resulted from the lack of coordination between army and navy. Dahlgren did assist Union land forces in taking Savannah and ultimately Charleston. He also directed an expedition up the St. Johns River in Florida. Dahlgren suffered a personal loss when his son Ulric, an army colonel, was killed in a cavalry raid on Richmond in 1864.

After the war Dahlgren commanded the South Pacific Squadron for two years. He then returned to command the Bureau of Ordnance. During his naval career, he was a prolific author on ordnance subjects. At the time of his death on July 12, 1870, in Washington, D.C., Dahlgren commanded the Washington Navy Yard.
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Dahlgren, Ulric

Birth Date: April 3, 1842

Death Date: March 2, 1864

Union officer. Born in Neshaminy, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, on April 3, 1842, the second son of U.S. Navy officer (and Civil War rear admiral) John A. Dahlgren, Ulric Dahlgren was studying law in Philadelphia when the Civil War began. At age 19, he secured a commission as a captain in the cavalry.

Dahlgren served in staff positions in Washington and then in May 1862 joined the staff of Major General Franz Sigel, commander of I Corps in the Army of Virginia. Dahlgren saw action at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). In November 1862 he led a daring raid on Fredericksburg that netted some 30 Confederate prisoners, then served as an aide to Major General Ambrose Burnside in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). In March 1863 Dahlgren became an aide to Major General Joseph Hooker and fought in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Dahlgren won distinction for his role in fighting at the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863).

In late June 1863, Dahlgren received permission from Major General George G. Meade to conduct a cavalry reconnaissance in the run-up to the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On July 2 at Greencastle, Pennsylvania, Dahlgren and his men captured 24 Confederates, including several couriers with letters from Richmond informing Confederate general Robert E. Lee that he would not be receiving any reinforcements. This information, relayed to Meade, may have influenced the general’s decision to stand and fight at Gettysburg.

Following the Battle of Gettysburg, Dahlgren led a Union cavalry detachment in the pursuit of the withdrawing Confederates. His men captured several hundred Confederates and destroyed as many wagons. Assuming command of a company of the 18th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Dahlgren engaged Confederate rearguard forces in Hagerstown, Maryland, and was badly wounded in the leg. Returned to Washington, he lost the leg to amputation but survived.

Following his recuperation (President Abraham Lincoln, a fast friend of Dahlgren’s father, was among those paying his respects) and promotion to full colonel of volunteers, Dahlgren resumed service with a prosthetic leg. He then took part in a February 1864 raid on Richmond, Virginia, planned and led by Brigadier General H. Judson Kilpatrick. The so-called Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid called for Kilpatrick with 3,500 men to come in from the north, while Dahlgren led 500 men from the west. It was a fiasco. Delayed by snow, sleet, and Confederate irregulars, Dahlgren failed to attack at the appointed time on March 1 and was forced to withdraw with his men later that day. On March 2 they were surrounded, and in subsequent fighting Dahlgren was killed near King and Queen Court House by men of the 9th Virginia Cavalry and Confederate irregulars.

Documents found on Dahlgren’s body stated that the raiders hoped to release the Union prisoners in Richmond, destroy parts of the city, and kill leading Confederates, including President Jefferson Davis. Publication of these so-called Dahlgren Papers caused great outrage in the South and, if anything, helped stoke enthusiasm for the war. They were even published in Britain in an effort to win support for the Confederate cause. Denounced in the North as forgeries, they were most probably genuine. In a subsequent inquiry, Kilpatrick denied the existence of a plan to kill Confederate leaders, leaving any blame with the dead Dahlgren. Admiral Dahlgren spent much of the rest of his life trying to clear his son’s name, but General Meade privately believed that the plan did indeed exist and that Kilpatrick was behind it.
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Dahlgren Guns

System of naval ordnance. Dahlgren guns were developed by U.S. Navy commander John A. Dahlgren and used extensively throughout the American Civil War by both sides. In many ways they marked the apogee of the heavy muzzle-loading gun at sea. Dahlgren first arrived at the Washington Navy Yard in 1844 as a lieutenant, assigned there to conduct ordnance-ranging experiments. Soon he was designing new firing locks for guns and had developed a new system of naval ordnance.

In 1849 Dahlgren produced a new boat howitzer for the navy. Cast of bronze, the howitzer appeared as a 12-pounder (light, 660 pounds, and heavy, 750 pounds) and 24-pounder smoothbore (1,300 pounds). There were also 3.4-inch (12-pounder, 870 pounds) and 4-inch (20-pounder, 1,350 pounds) rifles. Dahlgren boat howitzers were the finest guns of their time in the world and remained in service with the U.S. Navy until the 1880s. They were also copied by other navies.

Dahlgren is chiefly remembered, however, for the system of heavy smoothbore muzzle-loading ordnance that bears his name. In January 1850 Dahlgren submitted a draft for a 9-inch gun to the chief of ordnance. The first prototype Dahlgren gun was cast at the Fort Pitt Foundry and delivered to the Washington Navy Yard in May 1850. The original 9-incher had a more angular form and only one vent. Later the design was modified in favor of a curved shape and a double vent, and in 1856 the side vents were restored. The purpose of the second vent was to extend the life of the gun. Repeated firings enlarged the vent opening, and when this occurred, the second vent, which had been filled with zinc, was opened, and the original vent itself sealed with zinc.
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Gunnery drill with an 11-inch pivot-mounted Dahlgren gun aboard the U.S. sidewheel sloop Mendota, 1864. (National Archives)

Dahlgren guns, with their smooth exterior, curved lines, and preponderant weight of metal at the breech, were sometimes called “soda bottles” because of their appearance. Dahlgren designed the guns so as to place the greatest weight of metal at the point of greatest strain at the breech. The 9-inch Dahlgren smoothbore remained the most common broadside carriage-mounted gun in the U.S. Navy in the Civil War; the 11-inch, the prototype of which was cast in 1851, was the most widely used pivot-mounted gun. Its 11-inch shell could pierce 4.5 inches of plate iron backed by 20 inches of solid oak.

Dahlgren guns appeared in a variety of sizes: 32-pounder (3,300 and 4,500 pounds), 8-inch (6,500 pounds), 9-inch (12,280 pounds), 10-inch (12,500 for shell and 16,500 pounds for shot), 11-inch (16,000 pounds), 13-inch (34,000 pounds), and 15-inch (42,000) pounds. There was even a 20-inch bore (97,300 pounds) Dahlgren gun, but it did not see service aboard ship during the war. The 15-inch Dahlgren was employed aboard Union monitors.

Dahlgrens also appeared as rifled guns, somewhat similar in shape to the smoothbores. Some of these had separate bronze trunnion and breech straps. Dahlgren rifles appeared in the following sizes: 4.4-inch/30-pounder (3,200 pounds), 5.1-inch/50-pounder (5,100 pounds), 6-inch/80-pounder (8,000 pounds), 7.5-inch/150-pounder (16,700 pounds), and 12-inch (45,520 pounds, only three of which were cast). Dahlgren’s rifles were not as successful as his smoothbores, and in February 1862 most were withdrawn from service.

Apart from his rifles, Dahlgren’s muzzleloaders were extraordinarily reliable. They remained the standard guns in the navy until the introduction of breech-loading heavy guns in 1885.
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Dakota Sioux

North American Indian tribal group. The Dakota Sioux consisted of seven bands located in Minnesota and the Dakota Territory, with the Mdewakanton, Sisseton, Wahpeton, and Wahpekute bands inhabiting the eastern and central regions; the Yanktons and Yanktonais occupying the western region; and the Tetons residing on the westernmost fringe of the Dakota Sioux territory. As with most Native Americans of this region, the Dakota Sioux were seminomadic hunters and gatherers.

Prior to the Indian Wars of the middle and late 19th century, the U.S. government concluded three treaties with the Dakota Sioux: the Treaty of 1837, the Treaty of Traverse des Sioux (1851), and the Treaty of Mendota (1857). Through these treaties, the Dakotas agreed to cede land to the United States in most of eastern and central Minnesota, move to the Redwood and Yellow Medicine Reservations in western Minnesota, cease warring with the Ojibwa tribe to their north, and adopt a semisedentary agricultural lifestyle. The Dakotas agreed to these conditions in exchange for annuities, rations, and services to be performed or delivered by the government though the Indian agencies. In 1862, approximately 6,000 Sioux were located at the Redwood Reservation, the more developed facility, whereas 4,000 were located at the Yellow Medicine Reservation.

Most of the eastern subdivision of the Dakota Sioux lived on or around one of the reservations, together with sizable populations of Franco- and Anglo-Dakota Sioux as well as white government employees and their families. By 1860, only a quarter of the Indians had adopted agriculture, leaving many of them dependent on the rations provided by the government, as wild game was depleted. The outbreak of the Civil War in 1861 delayed annuity payments and shipments of rations to the Indians, while corrupt traders and agency officials diverted annuity funds to pay individual debts, sold goods under the treaty at high prices in the agency store, and issued rations preferentially to those who had adopted agriculture. These developments contributed to increased debt and privation among the Dakotas.

A poor harvest in 1861 followed by a harsh winter in 1861–1862 had left the Dakotas of all lifestyles destitute by the summer of 1862. Tensions among the Indians, traders, and government employees came to a head on August 17, 1862, when four Dakotas killed several whites while stealing food and then turned to the hunters lodge among the largest band, the Mdewakanton, on the Redwood Reservation for support.

Although Chief Little Crow initially opposed more violence, given the uproar among the Indians, the other chiefs were able to convince him to lead further attacks. At the council of war, the chiefs decided to attack whites without warning. The Sioux Uprising (also known as the Dakota War of 1862, the Minnesota Sioux Uprising, and Little Crow’s War) began on August 17, 1862, and lasted until September 23, 1862, resulting in the defeat of the Sioux. One of the bloodiest Indian wars in U.S. history, the conflict claimed the lives of 500–800 settlers; Native American casualties are unknown.

More than 300 Sioux were convicted of capital offenses; however, after President Abraham Lincoln ordered a review of transcripts that uncovered numerous errors, all but 39 capital convictions were overturned. Thirty-eight Indians (1 was granted a reprieve) were hanged en masse at Mankato, Minnesota, on December 26, 1862. The other convicted warriors and survivors of those executed were moved to Davenport, Iowa. Colonel Henry Hastings Sibley, recently promoted to brigadier general, led an expedition to pursue approximately 500 Indians who had escaped to the Dakota Territory in June and July 1863. By then, the Dakota Sioux were weary of war and retreated deeper into Dakota Territory, Nebraska, and Canada, fighting only rearguard actions, thus ending Sioux sustained resistance. Eventually the Dakota Sioux would return to Minnesota and their reservations.
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Dakota Territory

Territory formally established by President James Buchanan on March 2, 1861. With a white population of only 900 people in 1861, the vast Dakota Territory encompassed all of the present-day states of North and South Dakota in addition to much of present-day Wyoming and Montana. The Native American population, although unknown, was most assuredly many times greater than the white population. The territory remained in place until 1889, when North and South Dakota became states, although its boundaries shifted several times prior to that. From 1861 to 1883, the territorial capital was Yankton; in 1883 it was moved to Bismarck.

The territory featured vast plains, prairies, mountains, lakes, and rivers. During the Civil War era, cattle ranching, agriculture (chiefly wheat), and trapping were the economic mainstays of the region. Two entrepreneurs—John B. S. Todd and Daniel M. Frost—were highly influential in convincing the federal government to formally organize the Dakota Territory. Through their Frost-Todd Company, the two men attracted settlers to the area, sold them land, created towns, and traded with the newly arrived settlers. At the time of the territory’s formation, white settlers faced the constant threat of attack by hostile Sioux Indians, who viewed their presence as ruinous to their way of life.

The Dakota Territory’s first governor, appointed by President Abraham Lincoln, was William Jayne. He held office until 1863, at which time Newton Edmunds became governor; he served until 1866. Jayne immediately began organizing a military unit for service in the Union Army, although it remained in the territory to deter Indian attacks. During the Minnesota Sioux Uprising (1862), some violence spilled over into the Dakotas. The territory formed four other military units, all of which remained on home duty: the Northern Rangers, the Yankton Home Guard, the Vermillion Home Guard, and the Frontier Rangers. A small number of territorial residents did serve in the East during the Civil War, although they served mainly in volunteer units from Nebraska, Iowa, and Minnesota.

In 1861 there were only two federal outposts located in the entire Dakota Territory: Fort Abercrombie and Fort Randall, which were manned by local volunteers during the war and were designed to ward off Indian raids. Fort Randall was located in the far southeastern corner of present-day South Dakota. Fort Abercrombie was situated along the Red River in present-day North Dakota. The territory fell within the Union District of Kansas until May 1863, at which time a separate Dakota District was created, with Brigadier General Alfred Sully as its commanding general. Sully held the post until 1866 and concentrated his efforts on settler protection and fighting hostile Native Americans.
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Dallas, Battle of

Start Date: May 24, 1864

End Date: June 4, 1864

Engagement of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). The Battle of Dallas encompassed two engagements—the Battles of New Hope Church and Pickett’s Mill—fought approximately two miles outside the town of Dallas, Georgia.

The Atlanta Campaign had begun less than a month earlier as Major General William T. Sherman’s Union army began its advance. The Confederate Army of Tennessee, commanded by General Joseph E. Johnston, had abandoned most of northern Georgia, allowing Sherman to advance more than halfway to his goal of Atlanta. When Johnston withdrew from Cassville on May 20, he moved south to a formidable position at Allatoona Pass. Johnston’s position protected his communication and supply line, the Western & Atlantic Railroad. Sherman decided not to attack this heavily fortified position and instead to outflank Johnston’s army to the west. Johnston, anticipating Sherman’s plan, moved toward the advancing Union army near Dallas. On May 25 Johnston posted his army in a fortified line at New Hope Church to block the Union advance. The next day, heavy fighting began. With a severe thunderstorm raging in the afternoon, the armies battled in the red clay mud until the next day. Union casualties were more than 1,600, allowing the Confederates to claim a much-needed victory in Georgia; their casualties amounted to only 350.

On May 27 Sherman ordered Major General Oliver Otis Howard to exploit a possible weakness on Johnston’s left, near Pickett’s Mill. Confederate major general Patrick Cleburne helped to repulse the Union movement. Howard’s casualties were nearly 1,600, while Cleburne’s totaled about 500.

The Battle of Dallas was the most one-sided Confederate victory during the Atlanta Campaign, and for the first time the Union army was forced to retreat. Sherman continued to probe for weaknesses in the Confederate line at Dallas but to no avail. Unable to supply his massive army from the limited resources in the Dallas area, Sherman began a slow withdrawal to his supply line.
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Dalton, First Battle of

Start Date: February 22, 1864

End Date: February 27, 1864

Opening battle of the 1864 campaign in Georgia. The Confederate Army of Tennessee, having been defeated in the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863), withdrew south from Tennessee into Georgia. The army passed the winter of 1863–1864 encamped in the mountains of northern Georgia near the town of Dalton. The men suffered from depleted manpower, desertions, and cold weather, and morale and discipline were at low ebb. The December arrival of General Joseph E. Johnston to assume command, however, reinvigorated the army.

In February 1864 Johnston was ordered by President Jefferson Davis to send reinforcements to Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk in Alabama, who was attempting to block Union major general William T. Sherman’s advance toward the major Confederate supply depot of Meridian, Mississippi. Three of Lieutenant General William J. Hardee’s divisions were prepared for movement west. Losing Hardee’s divisions further weakened Johnston’s already depleted force, but the defensive-minded Johnston prepared the rest of his army to repel a Union advance on Dalton and entrenched it along Rocky Face Ridge, mountainous terrain running north-south just west of Dalton.

Major General Ulysses S. Grant, commander of Union forces in the western theater, planned an operation to engage Johnston and prevent him from reinforcing Polk and to test the Confederate lines around Dalton. On February 12 Grant charged Major General George Thomas and his Army of the Cumberland with carrying out the attack. Thomas’s preparations were delayed by rain and the need to bring up reinforcements, and this allowed Hardee’s divisions to depart as planned, on February 17.

On February 22 Thomas’s troops skirmished with the Army of Tennessee in gaps between the heights of Rocky Face Ridge; however, the full Union attack on the ridge did not begin until February 24. One of Thomas’s two corps attacked the heights from the eastern slope, and the second corps attacked from the western slope. During two days of fighting, the heavily entrenched Confederates repelled the Union assaults, and Thomas withdrew.

The First Battle of Dalton ended with almost 300 Union casualties, as opposed to 140 Confederates. Although his attack had been beaten back, Thomas acquired invaluable information about the Confederate position. In the spring, Union forces under Major General William T. Sherman would forgo an attack on Rocky Face Ridge and maneuver around the fortified Confederate positions, beginning the drive toward Atlanta.

JIM PIECUCH AND JASON LUTZ

See also

Atlanta Campaign; Grant, Ulysses Simpson; Hardee, William Joseph; Johnston, Joseph Eggleston; Polk, Leonidas; Sherman, William Tecumseh; Thomas, George Henry

Further Reading

Bonds, Russell S. War Like the Thunderbolt: The Battle and Burning of Atlanta. Yardley, PA: Westholme, 2009.

Fowler, John D. Mountaineers in Gray: The Nineteenth Tennessee Volunteer Infantry Regiment, C.S.A. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2004.

_______________________

Dana, Charles Anderson

Birth Date: August 8, 1819

Death Date: October 17, 1897

Special investigating agent for the U.S. War Department and second assistant secretary of war. Born on August 8, 1819, in Hinsdale, New Hampshire, Charles Anderson Dana attended Harvard University (1839–1841). He lived at Brook Farm, a transcendentalist experimental community in West Roxbury, Massachusetts (1841–1846), where he wrote for and produced the Harbinger, Brook Farm’s newsletter. In 1847 he joined the staff of Horace Greeley’s New York Tribune. Dana’s vehement antislavery articles clashed with Greeley’s vacillating view toward slavery and led to Dana’s resignation from the paper in 1862.

That same year, Secretary of War Edwin Stanton recruited Dana as a special investigating agent for the War Department. Dana investigated corruption and reported from the field. Stanton was especially concerned about allegations that Major General Ulysses S. Grant was an alcoholic. After viewing Grant’s performance in numerous military campaigns, Dana allayed Stanton’s fears and indeed recommended that Grant be placed in command of all Union armies, which occurred in March 1864.

From 1864 to 1865, Dana served as the second assistant secretary of war. In 1868 he became editor and part owner of the New York Sun. As editor, Dana opposed the impeachment of President Andrew Johnson, was a sharp critic of the Grant presidency, and supported Samuel J. Tilden in the 1876 presidential election. Dana insisted on a simple, clear writing style. He died in Glen Cove, New York, on October 17, 1897.
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Dana, Napoleon Jackson Tecumseh

Birth Date: April 15, 1822

Death Date: July 5, 1905

Union officer. Napoleon Jackson Tecumseh Dana was born on April 15, 1822, in Eastport, Maine. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 7th U.S. Infantry Regiment. He was stationed in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas before participating in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He saw action at the Battle of Monterrey and was promoted to first lieutenant in February 1847. Dana took part in the Siege of Veracruz only a few weeks later and was badly wounded at the Battle of Cerro Gordo (April 18, 1847) and was at first presumed dead. He was brevetted to captain.

Following the war, Dana continued in the military and served in various capacities until his resignation on March 1, 1855. He moved to St. Paul, Minnesota, where he became a banker and joined the militia, serving as a brigadier general from 1857 to 1861.

On October 2, 1861, Dana entered the Union Army as a colonel of the 1st Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment. On October 20 he received command of a brigade in the Army of the Potomac and saw action during the Union debacle of the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21, 1861). He retained brigade command, still with the rank of colonel, until early 1862. On February 3, 1862, Dana was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and given charge of the 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, II Corps. He saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), including the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862), and the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), and the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862).

Dana led his brigade effectively in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) but was severely wounded. Promoted to major general on November 29, 1862, he did not go on active duty again until the following summer. Unable to hold an active field command because of his injuries, he commanded the Department of Philadelphia and held several commands along the Gulf Coast and in Mississippi.

Resigning his commission on May 27, 1865, Dana worked for the American-Russian Commercial Company, headquartered at San Francisco, during 1866–1871. He then became an executive with several railroads, and from 1893 to 1897 he headed the U.S. Pension Department, which assisted war veterans. Dana fell ill and died during a vacation at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on July 5, 1905.
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Dana, Richard Henry, Jr.

Birth Date: August 1, 1815

Death Date: January 7, 1882

American writer, lawyer, and politician. Richard Henry Dana Jr. was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on August 1, 1815, to a prominent New England family. His early tutor was the celebrated author Ralph Waldo Emerson. After briefly attending Harvard College, Dana joined the sailing brig Pilgrim as a common sailor in 1834, rounding Cape Horn to California. His experience led him to write in 1840 the vivid and realistic account Two Years before the Mast, which became an instant best seller and has remained popular ever since. It pictured California as a new Eden and heightened interest in the United States in acquiring this Mexican province.

Dana later graduated from Harvard and was admitted to the bar. In 1842 he attended the court of inquiry of Captain Alexander Slidell Mackenzie, who executed three sailors in what became known as the Somers Mutiny. Dana wrote in support of Mackenzie, who he believed had acted appropriately.

Dana became a vocal opponent of the Mexican-American War upon its conclusion in 1848, when the acquisition of new territory reopened the slavery debate. Consequently, Dana became one of the founders of the Free Soil Party and, later, the Republican Party.

In 1853 Dana served as counsel to defendants under the Fugitive Slave Act. After the Civil War, he was one of the counsels in the trial of Confederate president Jefferson Davis and served as a state representative in Massachusetts. When he appointed by President Ulysses S. Grant as ambassador to Great Britain, Dana’s enemies in the Senate prevented his confirmation. Dana died of influenza in Rome, Italy, on January 7, 1882.
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Daniel, Junius

Birth Date: June 27, 1828

Death Date: May 13, 1864

Confederate officer. Junius Daniel was born on June 27, 1828, in Halifax, North Carolina. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1851. Thereafter as a second lieutenant of infantry he was assigned garrison duties and was promoted to first lieutenant in 1857. In 1858 he left the army to attend to his family’s plantation in Louisiana.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Daniel supported the Confederacy and was commissioned a colonel of the 14th North Carolina Infantry Regiment on June 3, 1861, but saw little action until he became colonel of the 45th North Carolina Regiment in April 1862.

Daniel led the 45th North Carolina and then a brigade during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and had a horse shot from beneath him at the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1). Advanced to brigadier general on September 1, 1862, he was again largely inactive, serving mostly in North Carolina until the spring of 1863, when his brigade was assigned to the division commanded by Major General Robert E. Rodes in II Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. Daniel led his men effectively during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) but saw heavy action, and Daniel’s brigade suffered the largest losses of any in Rodes’s command.

Daniel performed well during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), but only days later on May 12 during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), Daniels was shot and mortally wounded while leading his brigade at the so-called Mule Shoe. He died on May 13, 1864, at a field hospital outside Spotsylvania, Virginia.
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Darbytown, Battle of
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Darbytown and New Market Roads, Battle of

Event Date: October 7, 1864

Battle during the Union Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). The Battle of Darbytown and New Market Roads, also known as the Battle of Johnson’s Farm and the Battle of Fourmile Creek, took place in Henrico County, Virginia, on October 7, 1864. Ten days earlier on September 29 in the Battle of Chaffin’s Farm (New Market Heights), Union forces had captured a part of Richmond’s outer defenses, including Fort Harrison, arguably the strongest position in the Confederate line. The Union side promptly renamed the installation Fort Burnham after Union brigadier general Hiram Burnham, who was killed in the attack. The next day, Confederate Army of Northern Virginia commander General Robert E. Lee attempted to retake the fort, personally directing the attack. This failed, however, with considerable Confederate casualties.

Worried about the loss of his most important fort and the increasing Union threat to Richmond, Lee now planned another more powerful attack against the Union far right flank south of Richmond. Launched on the morning of October 7 by Confederate cavalry and two infantry divisions under Major Generals Charles W. Field and Robert F. Hoke, the assault began well. The attackers routed Union cavalry on the Darbytown Road under Brigadier General August V. Kautz, but Field then turned south to attack, unsupported, the main Union defenses on New Market Road held by Major General David B. Birney’s X Corps of the Army of the James. The attackers came up against Brigadier General Alfred Terry’s division, which was equipped with new Spencer repeating rifles and protected by earthworks, and Field’s three brigades were soon halted by concentrated Union rifle and artillery fire. The fighting was over by noon. Union forces suffered 458 casualties; Confederate losses totaled some 700 men killed, wounded, or captured. Among the Confederate dead was Brigadier General John Gregg, commanding the Texas Brigade. After the battle, Lee withdrew back into the Richmond defenses.
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Daughters of the Regiment

Women who traveled with Union Army regiments in a quasi-military capacity (also known as vivandières when they were associated with Zouave units such as the 5th New York Volunteer Infantry, known as Duryée’s Zouaves). Daughters of the Regiment took on various duties. Originally, many of them were seen as mascots and nurses. However, as the realities of war became clearer to the men of the regiment to which they were attached, their duties came to include responsibilities such as encouraging the men before battle. Additionally, in many cases Daughters of the Regiment began to carry the regimental colors while on the march. Some women even carried the colors onto the field during battle; several of those women also participated in the battles themselves.

Women who acted or were officially recognized as Daughters of the Regiment often dressed in a paramilitary fashion. This frequently included a short skirt, which would be worn over pants, as well as a military-style jacket. The women would also wear sashes, medals, and hats featuring cockades (feathers). The clothing set these women apart, placing them in their paramilitary roles.

Women who held this position included Arabella “Belle” Reynolds, who was the official Daughter of the Regiment of the 17th Illinois Infantry, and Bridget Divers, the Daughter of the Regiment of the 1st Michigan Cavalry. Daughter of the Regiment Kady Brownell, who followed her husband Robert S. Brownell into the 5th Rhode Island Infantry, helped save the regiment from destruction. While the 5th Rhode Island was stationed at New Bern, North Carolina, in January 1862, it was surrounded by Union units, who had mistaken the unit for a Confederate regiment. Kady Brownell allegedly ran into the open and waved the regimental colors, saving the regiment from being decimated by Union fire.
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David-Class Torpedo Boats

Small torpedo boats used by the Confederates to attack Union warships blockading Charleston. The prototype, named the David, was about 48.5 feet in length and had a four-man crew. Operating low in the water, the David resembled a submarine but was in fact strictly a surface vessel propelled by a steam engine. The David-class torpedo boats took in water as ballast in order to allow them to run on the surface awash, but the vessel’s open hatch, necessary to provide air for the steam engine, invited disaster through swamping. The David mounted a spar torpedo, a long pole with an explosive charge at the end of 60 pounds of powder inside a copper casing.

On the night of October 5, 1863, the David, commanded by Lieutenant William T. Glassell, set out in an attempt to sink the most powerful ship of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, the ironclad New Ironsides. The David closed to about 50 yards before it was discovered. Hailed from the Union ship, the crew of the David responded with a shotgun blast and then placed the mine. Although the explosion of the spar torpedo next to its hull damaged the Union ironclad and caused it to leave station for repair, the ship did not sink. The wave created by the blast also washed into the torpedo boat and put out the fire in its steam engine. Believing that the David was sinking, Glassell and two other members of its crew abandoned ship; one of them subsequently returned to the David, where Engineer James H. Tomb succeeded in restarting its furnace and escaping. Glassell and another crewman were captured.

A half dozen others of this design, all known as Davids, were also laid down, but only a few were actually completed. The Confederates carried out other subsequent attempts against Union ships at Charleston but without success. Spar torpedoes were also affixed to the bows of ironclad rams, and one was used in the successful attach by the submarine H. L. Hunley against the Union steam sloop Housatonic. Despite the failures, the threat of the Davids and their spar torpedoes had a pronounced effect on the Union crews. To protect his ships, Commander of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren ordered a number of preventive measures, including picket duty by monitors, tugs, and boats; netting; and boat howitzers kept loaded with canister.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Blockade of the Confederacy, Union; Charleston, South Carolina; H. L. Hunley, CSS; South Atlantic Blockading Squadron

Further Reading

Tucker, Spencer C. Blue and Gray Navies: The Civil War Afloat. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2006.

U.S. Navy Department. Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 15. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1902.

[image: image]

An abandoned David-type torpedo boat at Charleston, South Carolina, after the city’s capture by Union forces in February 1865. These small Confederate craft were designed to carry spar torpedoes and attack ships of the Union blockading squadron. (National Archives)

Davidson, Henry Brevard

Birth Date: January 28, 1831

Death Date: March 4, 1899

Confederate officer. Henry Brevard Davidson was born on January 28, 1831, in Shelbyville, Tennessee. At age 15 he enlisted in a volunteer infantry unit that fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Rising to the rank of sergeant, he performed his duties well and subsequently graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1853. Commissioned in the dragoons, Davidson saw service in the West, joining the Quartermaster Department in 1858.

In July 1861, Captain Davidson resigned his commission and took a commission as a major in the Confederate Adjutant and Inspector General’s Department. He was a staff officer for several western commands before being promoted to colonel in early 1862. Davidson was taken prisoner on April 7, 1862, following the siege of Island No. 10 but was later exchanged.

Promoted to brigadier general on August 18, 1863, Davidson served as cavalry brigade commander under Major General Joseph Wheeler in the Army of Tennessee. Davidson at first handled his command effectively, but he stumbled badly at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). The following month, he failed to follow orders and witnessed his brigade collapse in the face of a Union pursuit at Farmington, Tennessee. A bit later he assumed command of a brigade in Brigadier General Lunsford Lomax’s division in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, where Davidson performed adequately. Late in the war he was ordered to North Carolina to take part in the unsuccessful attempt to stop Major General William T. Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (February–April 1865).

After the war Davidson lived in New Orleans, where he was a deputy sheriff during 1866–1867. He then moved to California, where he served as state inspector of public works in San Pedro from 1878 to 1886. He also worked as a civil engineer and railroad agent and for a brief time served as California’s deputy secretary of state. Davidson died on March 4, 1899, in Livermore, California.
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Davidson, Hunter

Birth Date: September 20, 1826

Death Date: February 16, 1913

Confederate naval officer. Born in the District of Columbia on September 20, 1826, Hunter Davidson received a midshipman’s warrant on October 19, 1841, and was promoted to passed midshipman on August 10, 1847, upon his graduation from the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis. He participated in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) in the sloop Portsmouth. Promoted to master on September 14, 1855, and to lieutenant the following day, Davidson was an instructor at the U.S. Naval Academy. He then served in the sloop Dale off Africa in the suppression of the slave trade.

Following the secession of Virginia, Davidson resigned his commission on April 23, 1861. In June he received a commission as a lieutenant in the Confederate Navy, and for the remainder of that year he served at the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard and in the Confederate Navy school ship Patrick Henry. Assigned in February 1862 as a lieutenant in the ironclad Virginia, he took part in the engagements in Hampton Roads on March 8–9, 1862, as the commander of the ironclad’s forward gun division. With the subsequent scuttling of the Virginia, Davidson assumed command of the small gunboat Teaser in the James River.

Davidson made his real contribution to the Confederacy working with Commander Matthew F. Maury in the Torpedo Division of the Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography beginning in May 1862. When Maury went to Europe later that year, Davidson headed the Submarine Battery Service, responsible for placing torpedoes (mines) in the James River to prevent U.S. Navy ships from operating in the river. Although a Union gunboat succeeded in damaging and capturing the Teaser on July 4, Davidson had use of the Torpedo for mine-laying operations. He was able to report that by the autumn of 1862, he had placed torpedoes containing nearly 12,000 pounds of explosives in the river. His electronically detonated torpedoes sank the Union warship Commodore Jones on May 6, 1864.

On April 9, 1864, Davidson with the torpedo boat Squib led a daring raid at Newport News, Virginia, against the U.S. Navy sailing frigate Minnesota. Although Davidson succeeded in exploding the spar torpedo against the Minnesota, it caused little damage. Davidson was able to escape in his boat back up the James. This operation earned him promotion to commander.

Davidson then joined Maury in England and ended his service in the Confederate Navy as commander of the City of Richmond, designated the consort to the Confederate ironclad Stonewall in January 1865.

Unable to accept the defeat of the Confederacy, Davidson traveled abroad for a time and then resided in Maryland before moving to Argentina, where he joined the Argentine Navy in 1874 to establish a torpedo division in its service. Davidson resigned in 1885 and moved to Paraguay, where he died on February 16, 1913.
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Davies, Henry Eugene

Birth Date: July 2, 1836

Death Date: September 7, 1894

Union officer. Born in New York City on July 2, 1836, Henry Eugene Davies graduated from Columbia College in 1857. He studied law, passed the bar, and opened a practice in New York. On May 5, 1861, Davies joined the 5th New York Infantry as a captain and saw action at the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861). He transferred to the 2nd New York Cavalry as a major in August 1862, participated in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–20, 1862), and, having been promoted to lieutenant colonel, commanded the regiment at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and in Major General George Stoneman’s Raid (April 29–May 8, 1863) during the Chancellorsville Campaign. Davies fought at the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863) and the Battle of Aldie (June 17, 1863), earning promotion to colonel. In July 1863 he assumed command of the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac. Promotion to brigadier general, U.S. Volunteers, followed on September 16, 1863. Davies was engaged that autumn in the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863).

The spring of 1864 ushered in a year of almost constant campaigning for Davies, now commanding the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, Cavalry Corps, beginning with the Battles of the Wilderness (May 5–7) and Yellow Tavern (May 11), followed by the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11–12). Operations associated with the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) occupied the rest of the year, with Davies frequently commanding the 2nd Division.

Davies was wounded at the Battle of Hatcher’s Run (February 5–7, 1865) but returned to duty in time to play a conspicuous role in the Battle of Five Forks (April 1) and the ensuing Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9). Brevetted major general, he was awarded the full rank in May. After administrative duty in Alabama, Davies resigned his volunteer commission in January 1866.

Returning to his law practice in New York, Davies wrote several books, including an admiring biography of General Philip Sheridan. Davies died in Middleboro, Massachusetts, on September 7, 1894.
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Davis, Charles Henry

Birth Date: January 16, 1807

Death Date: February 18, 1877

Union naval officer. Charles Davis was born on January 16, 1807, in Boston, Massachusetts. He attended Harvard University for two years before joining the U.S. Navy in August 1823 as a midshipman. Dedicated to scientific inquiry, Davis made the first comprehensive survey of the Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Maine coastlines. He oversaw the establishment of the American Nautical Almanac in 1849 and published several scientific books and articles. Davis was also one of the founders of the National Academy of Sciences in 1863. Meanwhile, he rose through the ranks to commander in 1854.

Davis, promoted to captain in November 1861, was a member of the three-man Ironclad Board that approved designs for the first three Union ironclads, including John Ericcson’s Monitor. Davis participated in the Battle of Port Royal Sound (November 5–7, 1861) and then in May 1862 took command of the U.S. Navy’s Upper Mississippi Flotilla from Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote. The day after taking command, Davis fought a sharp battle with Confederate gunboats in the Battle of Plum Point Bend (May 10, 1862). Davis commanded the Union flotilla in the Union naval victory in the Battle of Memphis (June 6, 1862).

Davis left his command on the Mississippi in October 1862 to become chief of the U.S. Navy’s Bureau of Navigation and was advanced to rear admiral in February 1863. Created by Congress in July 1862, the Bureau of Navigation was responsible for providing nautical charts and instruments; supervising the Naval Observatory, the Hydrographic Office, and the Nautical Almanac Office; and administering the U.S. Naval Academy. After the war, Davis served as the superintendent of the Naval Observatory from 1865 to 1867 and again from 1874 to 1877. Davis died in Washington, D.C., on February 18, 1877.
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Davis, David

Birth Date: March 9, 1815

Death Date: June 26, 1886

Politician, U.S. Supreme Court justice, and ally of Abraham Lincoln. David Davis was born in Cecil County, Maryland, on March 9, 1815. After graduating from Kenyon College in 1832 and Yale Law School in 1835, he settled in Bloomington, Illinois, and established a legal practice. In 1844 he won election as a Whig to the state legislature, and from 1848 to 1862 he presided over the Eighth Judicial Circuit in Illinois. While serving on the circuit bench, Davis established a close personal friendship with Lincoln.

At the Republican National Convention in 1860, Davis managed the successful effort to secure the presidential nomination for Lincoln. Lincoln’s trust in Davis was demonstrated when, in 1862, he appointed Davis to the U.S. Supreme Court. Four years later in Ex Parte Milligan (1866), Davis wrote the majority opinion in one of the most important decisions in Supreme Court history. The decision, which denounced the arbitrary use of military power by declaring that martial law within areas not threatened by military action was unlawful, is famous for its clear protection of civil liberties in the United States.

Davis did not let his position on the Supreme Court interfere with his political ambitions. However, his allegiance to the Republican Party after Lincoln’s 1865 assassination was tenuous. In 1872 Davis accepted the nomination for president from the radical Labor Reform Party, but he then changed his mind and declined it.

In 1877 Davis’s lack of party allegiance led to his appointment as the independent member of the special commission established to decide the winner in the disputed 1876 presidential election. He raised a storm of controversy when he resigned from the Supreme Court before the commission met to accept election to the U.S. Senate by the Democratic-dominated Illinois legislature. Ironically, although elected to the Senate by the Democrats, he earned their enmity by supporting the election of the Republican Rutherford B. Hayes for president. In his role as presiding officer of the Senate after Vice President Chester Arthur became president, Davis frequently cast the deciding vote in the evenly divided Senate in favor of the Republican position.

Davis retired at the end of his single term in the Senate in 1883 and returned to Bloomington, Illinois, where he died on June 26, 1886.
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Davis, George

Birth Date: March 1, 1820

Death Date: February 23, 1896

Confederate legislator and attorney general. George Davis was born on March 1, 1820, in New Hanover County, North Carolina. He graduated from the University of North Carolina in 1838 and immediately commenced a legal practice in Wilmington, North Carolina. Although he did not run for office, Davis was very active in the Whig Party. He was also the director of a local bank. Initially Davis hoped to avoid secession and war and was a delegate to the February 4–27, 1861, Washington Peace Conference. When that effort failed to head off secession, he reluctantly supported the Southern cause.

During 1861 Davis served in the Provisional Confederate Congress. In 1862 he was elected to the Confederate Senate, where he strongly supported the Jefferson Davis administration and sought to strengthen the powers of the central government. Davis was just one of four senators who favored appellate jurisdiction over state courts by the Confederate Supreme Court. Davis lost his reelection bid in 1863, probably because of his strong support of increased powers for the Confederate government.

President Davis appointed George Davis attorney general in January 1864, a post he held until the end of the Civil War. His tenure proved unremarkable except for his somewhat controversial ruling that certain state laws could be ruled unconstitutional because they countermanded Confederate laws. When the Confederate government evacuated Richmond in early April 1865, Davis joined the large entourage that attempted to escape to North Carolina. He then tried to flee to Europe but was detained by U.S. officials in Key West. Imprisoned at Fort Hamilton, New York, for some eight months, he was pardoned in 1866. After his release, Davis resumed his legal practice in Wilmington, North Carolina, where he died on February 23, 1896.
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Davis, Henry Winter

Birth Date: August 16, 1817

Death Date: December 30, 1865

Radical Republican congressman. Henry Winter Davis was born in Annapolis, Maryland, on August 16, 1817, the son of an influential minister and educator. Davis graduated from Kenyon College in Ohio in 1837 and received his law degree from the University of Virginia in 1841. He began practicing law in Alexandria, Virginia, where he earned a reputation as a tenacious and able attorney. In 1849 he moved back to his native Maryland and took up the practice of law in Baltimore.

By the early 1850s, Davis had become a major power broker in Maryland politics and was known for his antislavery views, despite the fact that he himself had been a small slaveholder. Beginning his political career as a Whig, by the mid-1850s he was supporting the Know-Nothing Party and was first elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1855 as a Know-Nothing candidate. In 1859, however, he began casting votes with the Republicans, which provoked the Maryland legislature to censure him and demand his resignation. David ignored the legislature’s actions and in 1860 moved closer to the Republican camp in hopes of garnering a cabinet post in the Abraham Lincoln administration. In the meantime, as the secession crisis in Maryland deepened, he used his considerable political influence to ensure that Thomas H. Hicks, a Unionist, was nominated for the governorship of Maryland.

Hoping that his influence in Maryland would ensure him the appointment of postmaster general of the United States, Davis was crestfallen when Lincoln offered the job to his chief Maryland political rival, Montgomery Blair. A scheming and highly ambitious man, Davis would now become one of Lincoln’s greatest political detractors. Indeed, the fact that Davis became a Radical Republican might well have had more to do with his anger over Blair’s appointment than his personal political convictions.

In 1861 Davis lost his seat in Congress to a Southern sympathizer but two years later won it back. He now allied himself with U.S. senator Benjamin F. Wade of Ohio, another Radical Republican, and together they did all they could do lambast and stonewall President Lincoln’s Reconstruction policies. Believing that Lincoln’s policies were far too lenient, Davis and Wade collaborated on the 1864 Wade-Davis Bill, which was designed to set more restrictive policies on Southern Reconstruction and the readmittance of the Southern states to the Union. Lincoln issued a pocket veto of the legislation in July 1864, arguing that the bill would have negated his Ten Percent Plan.

In August 1864 Davis sent a letter to the New York Times in which he blasted Lincoln for his veto and likened his actions to those of a dictator. Wade also signed the letter, which became known as the Wade-Davis Manifesto. As it turned out, most Americans rejected the Wade-Davis Manifesto as being a personal and vindictive attack on the president. Seeing that his ploy had not worked, Davis redoubled his efforts to sabotage Lincoln’s policies. As chairman of the House Foreign Relations Committee, Davis indeed had a perfect platform from which to belittle Lincoln’s diplomatic efforts.

Having lost the support of many Unionists, Davis lost his November 1864 reelection bid and returned to Baltimore. There he continued to practice law and plotted his congressional comeback. Davis died, however, on December 30, 1865, in Baltimore.
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Davis, Jefferson Columbus

Birth Date: March 2, 1828

Death Date: November 30, 1879

Union officer. Born in Clark County, Indiana, on March 2, 1828, Jefferson Columbus Davis fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a teenaged volunteer and in 1848 was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Artillery. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1852, he was stationed at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor on April 12, 1861, when the Confederates bombarded it. Evacuated with the rest of the garrison, in May he received promotion to captain. In August 1861 he entered the volunteer service and accepted the colonelcy of the 22nd Indiana Infantry, and he saw some action in Missouri before assuming command of a division in the Army of the Southwest. He was promoted to brigadier general in December 1861.

Davis commanded the division at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) and, transferring to the Army of the Mississippi, in the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30). On sick leave during the Confederate invasion of Kentucky, he nevertheless offered his services in the defense of Cincinnati and Louisville. In Louisville on September 29, he initiated an altercation with his superior, Major General William Nelson, after which Davis shot and killed Nelson, apparently in cold blood. Davis’s ability and political connections undoubtedly helped him avoid punishment, but he never fully recovered his reputation.

Returning to active duty in November 1862, Davis commanded a division in the Army of the Cumberland during the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863), at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), at the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863), and during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). In August he was assigned to command XIV Corps with the brevet rank of major general (he never received the substantive rank to which he was entitled). After the fall of Atlanta, he led the corps in Sherman’s March to the Sea (November–December) and the March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Brevetted through major general in the regular and volunteer organizations, Davis mustered out of the volunteers in September 1866.

Resuming his regular army career, Davis became colonel of the new 23rd Infantry, headed the Department of Alaska after the U.S. government took possession from Russia, and succeeded the murdered Brigadier General Edward R. S. Canby as field commander in the 1873 Modoc War. Davis died in Chicago on November 30, 1879.

DAVID COFFEY

See also

Atlanta Campaign; Canby, Edward Richard Sprigg; Chattanooga Campaign; Chickamauga, Battle of; Corinth, Mississippi, Siege of; Nelson, William; Pea Ridge, Battle of; Sherman’s March through the Carolinas; Sherman’s March to the Sea; Stones River, Battle of; Tullahoma Campaign

Further Reading

Coffey, David. John Bell Hood and the Struggle for Atlanta. Abilene, TX: McWhiney Foundation Press, 1998.

Hughes, Nathaniel Cheairs, Jr., and Gordon D. Whitney. Jefferson Davis in Blue: The Life of Sherman’s Relentless Warrior. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2002.

_______________________

Davis, Jefferson Finis

Birth Date: June 3, 1808

Death Date: December 6, 1889

U.S. senator, secretary of war, and president of the Confederate States of America. Born in Christian County, Kentucky, on June 3, 1808, Jefferson Finis Davis lived in Louisiana and Mississippi as a youth. He attended Jefferson College (Mississippi) and Transylvania University in Lexington, Kentucky, before securing an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, where he graduated in 1828.

As a second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Infantry Regiment, Davis served on the northwestern frontier. He also served in the Black Hawk War of 1832. He soon became romantically involved with Sarah Knox Taylor, daughter of Colonel Zachary Taylor. Davis subsequently resigned his commission and married Sarah Taylor in 1835. Davis’s older brother Joseph then gave him a plantation adjoining his own on the banks of the Mississippi River north of Natchez, Mississippi. (Sarah died that same year of malaria, and in 1845 Davis narried Varina Banks Howell.)

For the next few years, Davis directed his plantation, Brierfield. In 1843 he began his political career, running unsuccessfully for the state legislature. In 1844 he ran successfully for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. With the outbreak of the Mexican-American War in 1846, Davis resigned his congressional seat to accept the colonelcy of the 1st Mississippi Rifles Regiment, winning accolades for gallantry in the Battles of Monterrey and Buena Vista. He subsequently turned down a commission as brigadier general and left the military.

In 1847 Davis accepted an appointment to the U.S. Senate, and in 1848 the state legislature elected him to a full term. In the Senate he became chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, but in 1851 he resigned to enter the Mississippi gubernatorial race. Campaigning on a platform opposing the Compromise of 1850, he lost. He nevertheless remained active in Democratic politics and campaigned vigorously for presidential candidate Franklin Pierce. Having won the election, Pierce appointed Davis secretary of war in 1853. Davis proved highly effective in this post, supporting the department’s ongoing modernization program that included adoption of the percussion cap rifled musket. In 1855 he oversaw the formation of the elite 1st and 2nd Cavalry Regiments (later redesignated the 4th and 5th) and packed them with promising officers, a notable percentage of whom were Southerners, which invited some criticism. He also advocated the building of a transcontinental railroad along a southern route. As one of the most influential members of Pierce’s cabinet, Davis took a leading role in securing the president’s approval of the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act. Davis left the war office in 1857, and Mississippi returned him to the U.S. Senate that same year. In 1858 he made several speeches in which he derided secession.
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Confederate president Jefferson Davis. Of prickly personality and convinced of his own superior military judgement, Davis often rejected sound advice and made a number of unfortunate strategic decisions and military appointments. (Library of Congress)

In 1860 Davis introduced a series of six strongly proslavery resolutions in the Senate. Their chances of passage were nil, but Davis meant them to become a rallying point for Southern Democrats, a position that would bar likely Democratic presidential nominee Stephen A. Douglas’s platform. When the party convention met that summer, it split. Several weeks later, a Southern convention nominated Vice President John C. Breckinridge on a platform similar to the position that Davis had staked out. In the autumn, victory went to neither Breckinridge nor Douglas but instead to Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln. In response, seven states of the Deep South, including Mississippi, seceded from the Union, an action that Davis strongly approved.

In February 1861, a convention of the seceding states organized the Confederate States of America and chose Davis as president. Davis energetically began preparing the Confederacy for war. When Lincoln declined to withdraw U.S. troops from Fort Sumter, Davis authorized the use of force, an action on April 12 that initiated the Civil War. The North now mobilized for war, and four border states joined the Confederacy.

Although Davis’s loyalty to the South and its cause of independence were unquestioned, as president he proved far less successful than his Union counterpart, Abraham Lincoln, who lacked Davis’s military experience and expertise. Prideful and stubborn, Davis could not abide criticism, and he regularly refused to compromise. Convinced of his own superior military knowledge, he often rejected sound advice and made a number of extraordinarily poor personnel assignments. His decision to withhold cotton exports at the beginning of the war in the hopes of forcing Britain and France to recognize the Confederacy proved to be a major blunder. Davis also could be accused of favoring his friends. Until the final few months of the war, the Confederate Congress generally cooperated with his policies, but the great loyalty of Southerners by the end of the war was to General Robert E. Lee rather than to Davis.

With the impending fall of Richmond, Davis fled the capital in early April 1865 in hopes of carrying on the war from somewhere else, but Union cavalry apprehended him near Irwinville, Georgia, on May 10. Davis was imprisoned for two years in Fort Monroe, Virginia, an unpleasant interlude that won him great sympathy among white Southerners. Although he had obviously committed treason, the government ultimately dropped the case against him.

Following his release, Davis served as president of the Carolina Life Insurance Company. In 1877 he moved to Beauvoir, an estate near Biloxi, Mississippi, as a guest of its owner, Sarah Dorsey, who willed it to him on her death in 1879. There he wrote a two-volume memoir. Davis died in New Orleans on December 6, 1889.
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Davis, Jefferson Finis, Capture of

Event Date: May 10, 1865

On April 2, 1865, Confederate general in chief Robert E. Lee informed President Jefferson Davis that he had been forced to abandon his position at Petersburg, Virginia, leaving Richmond unprotected from Union attack. Lee’s announcement put Davis and the members of his government to flight. Lee retreated southwestward, pursued by Union forces under general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, while Davis and his entourage headed in the same direction by train toward Danville, Virginia, near the North Carolina border. Davis hoped to reach other Confederate military units and rally them to continue resistance.

Lee surrendered at Appomattox Court House on April 9 as Davis and his remnant government traveled farther south to Greensboro, North Carolina. There Davis argued for the continuation of the war, particularly in the Trans-Mississippi West, even though many of his cabinet members believed that the war was lost. Davis reluctantly authorized General Joseph E. Johnston to begin negotiations with Union major general William T. Sherman for a cessation of hostilities there. Davis then resumed his southward journey toward Charlotte as he awaited news of the Johnston-Sherman negotiations.

Shortly after Davis reached Charlotte, news arrived that Johnston and Sherman had agreed on terms that were contingent on presidential approval. Davis hesitated to respond and subsequently learned of the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln. On April 24 President Andrew Johnson rejected the Johnston-Sherman agreement, demanding that Johnston accept terms identical to those granted Lee at Appomattox. Johnson also issued an arrest proclamation for Davis, offering $100,000 in gold for his capture, erroneously citing Davis as an accomplice in the Lincoln assassination.

Davis rejected suggestions that he seek asylum in a foreign nation and argued for continuation of the war west of the Mississippi River. He planned to reach Texas by land or travel by ship from Florida if his overland escape was blocked. Davis, his cabinet, and a small military escort pushed south through South Carolina into Georgia. On May 4 Davis held a final cabinet meeting at Washington, Georgia; afterward the remaining members of the cabinet departed. Two days later some of the escorting soldiers also left, carrying the remaining gold from the Confederate Treasury. Davis’s wife Varina and their children joined him on May 7. Knowing that Union troops were in pursuit, the party hurried onward, camping at Irwinville on the night of May 9.

That night two regiments of Union cavalry located Davis and his entourage and encircled their camp. The troops rode into the camp early on the morning of May 10, capturing the party without resistance. In the confusion, Davis attempted to escape and mistakenly threw on his wife’s overcoat, giving rise to reports that he had been dressed as a woman at the time of his capture. Davis was placed under arrest and imprisoned at Fort Monroe in Virginia, where he was held for the next two years.
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Davis, Joseph Robert

Birth Date: January 12, 1825

Death Date: September 15, 1896

Confederate officer. Joseph Robert Davis, the nephew of Confederate president Jefferson Davis, was born on January 12, 1825, in Woodville, Mississippi. Joseph Davis attended Miami (Ohio) University, studied law, and commenced a legal practice. He also served in the Mississippi Senate.

Davis began his Confederate service as a captain before being promoted to lieutenant colonel in the 10th Mississippi Infantry Regiment in April 1861. On August 31, 1861, President Davis appointed his nephew to his staff in Richmond, with the rank of colonel. Denied promotion once to brigadier general because of his family connections, Joseph Davis finally advanced to that rank on September 15, 1862.

Lacking virtually any military training and being entirely without combat experience, Davis was nevertheless assigned a brigade. In mid-1863 he was attached to a division commanded by Major General Henry Heth, III Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, and led the brigade at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). There Davis’s inexperience was manifest when two regiments under his command were captured by Union forces while they attempted to sever a nearby rail line. On July 3 his now understrength brigade participated in the ill-fated Pickett’s Charge, during which Davis’s outfit was decimated. Taken ill after the battle, Davis was on sick leave for a number of months.

Returning to duty in the spring of 1864, Davis saw action at the Battles of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), and Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). He also participated in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), after which he surrendered at Appomattox Court House.

After the war, Davis returned to Mississippi and lived chiefly in Biloxi. He practiced law until his death there on September 15, 1896.
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Davis, Sam

Birth Date: October 6, 1842

Death Date: November 27, 1863

Confederate soldier. Sam Davis was born on October 6, 1842, in Rutherford County, Tennessee. In April 1861 he joined Company I of the 1st Tennessee Infantry Regiment, which fought in western Virginia. In 1862 Davis saw combat at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was wounded, and in several other engagements in Tennessee before joining a scouting company under Captain Henry B. Shaw.

The scouting company worked behind Union lines to gather information about troop activity in middle Tennessee. In the autumn of 1863, Davis and several other scouts gathered critical information concerning the disposition of Brigadier General Granville Dodge’s division as it moved from Mississippi toward Chattanooga.

Davis returned home for a short visit with his family in Smyrna in November 1863. He then resumed his wartime activities, scouting near Pulaski, Tennessee, and was carrying a letter and several newspapers from Captain Shaw to the provost marshal of the Army of Tennessee when Union soldiers captured him in November 1863. He was charged with spying and carrying mail to the enemy. Davis pleaded not guilty to spying, explaining that he was only a courier. He was nevertheless tried, found guilty, and sentenced to hang.

Dodge was convinced that one of his own officers had supplied the information that Davis had carried and was determined to find the source. At the gallows Davis was offered his freedom if he would reveal who had given him the incriminating papers. He answered, “I would rather die a thousand deaths than betray a friend or be false to duty.” Davis was hanged on November 27, 1863, in Pulaski, Tennessee. His story was largely ignored until Sumner A. Cunningham, editor of the Confederate Veteran, concluded that Davis’s death would be a perfect symbol for the myth of the Lost Cause. Southerners subsequently erected monuments and memorials throughout the South to Davis.
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Davis, Varina Banks Howell

Birth Date: May 7, 1826

Death Date: October 16, 1906

Wife of Confederate president Jefferson Davis. Born on May 7, 1826, at Marengo Plantation, her maternal grandparents’ home in Concordia Parish, Louisiana, Varina Banks Howell was brought up at the Briars, an unpretentious house in Natchez, Mississippi. She attended a finishing school in Philadelphia and was tutored at home.

In 1843 Howell met Jefferson Davis, a widower some 18 years her senior. They were married on February 26, 1845, at the Briars and settled for a few months on his Brierfield Plantation near Vicksburg, Mississippi. After Jefferson was elected to Congress, the newlyweds lived in Washington until July 1846, when he assumed command of a Mississippi regiment in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Afterward, he served in the U.S. Senate, resigning in late 1851 to undertake a losing gubernatorial campaign. In 1853 not long after the birth of Samuel Emory Davis, their first child, the Davises returned to Washington, a city that Varina Davis relished. A striking and intelligent women and a popular hostess prized for her social skills, she was a particular favorite of President James Buchanan.

Although the couple’s firstborn Samuel died in 1854, the family continued to grow with the birth of five other children. When her husband was elected president of the Confederacy in 1861, Varina Davis was for four years its first lady, finding herself constantly in the public eye and continuing to act as her husband’s helpmate. Because of his poor health, she was often his personal secretary and aide and was clearly his confidant on political and military matters. In Richmond she enjoyed a well-known circle of friends, notably the diarist Mary Boykin Chesnut, but also concentrated on managing a busy household and her lively young children, one of whom, Joseph, died after an accident at the presidential residence. In late March 1865 with the Confederacy in shambles, she left Richmond with her children, fleeing southward to Georgia, where she was reunited with her husband. The president and most of his party were captured near Irwinville on May 10.

While her husband was imprisoned at Fort Monroe, Virginia, Varina Davis lived for a time in Savannah, sending the children for education and safekeeping in the care of her mother and sister. Davis’s last year of confinement was cheered by the presence of his wife and youngest daughter, who were permitted to live at the fort with him. His release in May 1867 brought little stability. As he searched for a livelihood, Varina Davis lived abroad, then in Memphis with him (1870–1876), again abroad, and finally (1878–1889) together at Beauvoir, their retirement home on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

Varina Davis assisted in the preparation of her husband’s memoirs, and after his death in December 1889 she wrote her own, although they were not the financial success she had hoped. To have a regular income, she moved to New York City in 1892 and took a job writing for the New York World. A decade later she sold Beauvoir, never to return. Varina Davis died in New York City, On October 16, 1906.

LYNDA L. CRIST
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Varina Howell Davis, wife of Jefferson Davis and for four years the First Lady of the Confederacy. She often acted as his personal secretary and aide, as well as his confidant on political and military matters. (Library of Congress)
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Davis, William George Mackey

Birth Date: May 9, 1812

Death Date: March 11, 1898

Confederate officer. William George Mackey Davis was born on May 9, 1812, in Portsmouth, Virginia. His father, whom he sought to emulate, was a U.S. Navy officer. When Davis was 17 years old, he left home against his parents’ wishes and took a job in the merchant marine, in which he learned about the harsh conditions of life at sea, especially for someone who was at the bottom of the pecking order, and briefly returned home. Hoping to strike out on his own again, Davis moved to Eufaula, Alabama, where he worked as an apprentice at the local newspaper. Before long, he was editing the publication.

Unsatisfied with journalistic pursuits, Davis went to Franklin County, in the central Florida Panhandle, and there studied law, eventually being admitted to the bar. He also engaged in speculation in cotton, which made him a wealthy man. Davis was elected district judge for the county in 1844 but resigned the position two years later when he moved to St. Joseph, Florida. He ultimately settled in Tallahassee in 1848.

Davis was a delegate from Leon County to the Florida Secession Convention in late December 1860 and January 1861. Although he had Whig political leanings, he nevertheless sided with the secessionists and voted for Florida to leave the Union on January 10, 1861. Once secession had occurred, Davis gave $50,000 of his own money to the State of Florida to raise and equip the 1st Florida Cavalry Regiment, which he led as its colonel. Davis was also elected to the Confederate Congress, although he spent little time there, preferring to remain with his cavalry unit.

Early in the war, Davis was involved in the Confederate efforts to oust Union forces from Jacksonville, Florida, finally achieved in the spring of 1862. When the Confederates took over the city, Davis oversaw the early occupation efforts and took considerable pains to be sure that its many pro-Union inhabitants were not harassed.

Over the heated objections of Florida governor John Milton, Davis and the 1st Florida Cavalry was dispatched to Tennessee in the summer of 1862. In November 1862, Davis was appointed brigadier general and took command of the Confederate Department of East Tennessee. He had overall command of Confederate troops dispatched to Unionist Madison County in western North Carolina in January 1863 who were responsible for the execution there of 13 boys and elderly men in what became known as the Sheldon Laurel Massacre.

In May 1863, Davis resigned his commission, left the army, and settled in Virginia. He gave no notice and no explanation for his sudden retirement. Never one to remain apart from the action for very long, Davis went to live in Wilmington, North Carolina, in late 1864 and there began sailing blockade-runners to Nassau, in the Bahamas.

After the war Davis lived in Jacksonville, Florida, where he practiced law for a time and then moved to Washington, D.C., where he also practiced law. Davis died in Washington on March 11, 1898.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

East Tennessee, Confederate Army and Department of; Florida; Jacksonville, Florida; Johnston, Joseph Eggleston; Shelton Laurel Massacre

Further Reading

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

Wynne, Lewis N., and Robert Taylor. Florida in the Civil War. Mount Pleasant, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2001.

_______________________

Davis Bend, Mississippi

Model slave community and freedmen’s colony during and after the Civil War. Davis Bend, situated some 30 miles south of Vicksburg, Mississippi, along the Mississippi River, was the site of several plantations owned by Joseph E. Davis and his younger brother Jefferson Davis, the future Confederate president. Most were managed by Joseph Davis. Beginning in the late 1820s, the plantations possessed a particular purpose in that they were designed to serve as model slave communities. A devotee of the English utopian socialist Robert Owen, Joseph Davis sought to model his plantations after Owen’s ideas. In laboring to achieve this goal, Davis cooperated closely with Benjamin Montgomery, a literate slave whom Davis permitted to open a store on the plantation.

As a result, the 350 slaves who lived and worked at Davis Bend were given much more autonomy than those on other plantations in the area. In addition, the slaves benefited from better housing, nutrition, and health care. Davis’s experiment was not designed to advance future emancipation; rather, he believed that his improvements at Davis Bend would result in happier slaves and increased productivity. Slaves were even given their own penal system, and no one was punished without having been convicted of an offense by a jury of their slave peers.

After New Orleans fell to Union forces in April 1862, Joseph Davis and his family fled the plantation, leaving Montgomery and several overseers in charge. Soon thereafter, severe floods and marauding Union forces compelled many of the slaves at Davis Bend to leave. With drier weather, the remaining slaves, working under Montgomery, managed the sprawling plantation with no white involvement or supervision.

By early 1863, however, Union forces had returned some slaves to the plantations and directed them to become self-sufficient by running the farms themselves. They were even given arms to fend off potential Confederate attacks. During the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), Major General Ulysses S. Grant decided to turn Davis Bend into a huge refugee camp for the thousands of slaves displaced as a result of the fighting. This virtually ended the slaves’ autonomy and efforts to achieve self-sufficiency. In December 1863, Union colonel Samuel Thomas took charge of Davis Bend and quickly turned it into a freedmen’s colony by bringing teachers and trying to make the plantations economically successful.

During the early Reconstruction era, Davis Bend matured into an independent freedmen’s community. This status was solidified in early 1867 when Joseph Davis sold the property to Benjamin Montgomery for $300,000. The Davis Bend community continued as a free African American communal farm for some time. In the early 1880s, however, the falling price of cotton, coupled with economic depression, led to the community’s economic demise. Those still on the farm followed Isaiah Montgomery, Benjamin’s son, to found a new community called Mound Bayou in northwestern Mississippi. This community lasted through the 1920s.

Davis Bend nevertheless stood as a successful experiment in utopian living and is often held up as an example of how African Americans could have been more successfully integrated into Southern society in the aftermath of the Civil War.
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Dawes, Henry Laurens

Birth Date: October 30, 1816

Death Date: February 5, 1903

U.S. congressman and senator who gained fame for his investigations of improprieties in the U.S. Department of War. Henry Laurens Dawes was born in Cummington, Massachusetts, on October 30, 1816. He graduated from Yale University in 1839 and then was admitted to the bar and began a successful law practice. He became known regionally for his cogent newspaper editorials.

Dawes entered politics in 1848, serving in the Massachusetts House and Senate and then as U.S. district attorney for western Massachusetts (1853–1857). He began his lengthy national legislative career in 1859, when he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. In January 1861 just prior to Abraham Lincoln’s ascension to the presidency, Secretary of War John B. Floyd, who harbored Southern sympathies, was accused of having sent federal supplies to secessionist forces in the South. The scandal shocked Northerners, and the U.S. House of Representatives quickly formed a committee to investigate the charges against Floyd and other allegedly disloyal federal officials. Dawes was placed on the committee and soon made a name for himself.

During a series of high-profile public House hearings, Dawes unearthed more evidence of treasonous or disloyal activities. Some of his information came in the form of anonymous and secret memoranda and letters thought to have been drafted by attorney Edwin M. Stanton, a fiercely loyal Unionist. The hearings were covered extensively by newspapers, and before long Dawes had earned national recognition for his cutting—and some claim histrionic—cross-examination of witnesses.

Emboldened by his celebrity and successes in rooting out treasonous individuals, Dawes decided in the autumn of 1861 to take on Lincoln’s secretary of war, Simon Cameron. Suspicious of the War Department’s procedures for awarding contracts to private firms and individuals, Dawes uncovered what he believed to be rampant fraud and abuse of the contract-letting system. As it turned out, Dawes’s suspicions proved prescient. Before long he had uncovered enough impropriety to implicate Cameron, whom Dawes accused of rewarding contracts to friends and political cronies that were rarely ever fulfilled. The most egregious examples of fraudulent contracts included the purchase of beef for soldiers’ consumption and the provisioning of horses for the Union Army.

By January 1862, Dawes’s investigation prompted Lincoln to replace Cameron, whom he dispatched to Russia as the American minister, with Edwin Stanton. Dawes’s committee performed a valuable function during the war and in many ways was the model for subsequent congressional investigations.

Following the war, Dawes remained in the House, his reputation and clout making him one of the most powerful legislators in Washington. Indeed, he chaired both the Ways and Means Committee and the House Appropriations Committee, arguably the most important of all the congressional committees. In 1875 Dawes was elected to the U.S. Senate, where he remained until his death in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, on February 5, 1903. In the Senate, Dawes chaired the Senate’s Indian Affairs Committee and sponsored the landmark 1887 Dawes Severalty Act, which empowered the U.S. government to survey all Native American lands and divide them among individual Native Americans and their families.
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Dayton, William Lewis

Birth Date: February 7, 1807

Death Date: December 1, 1864

Lawyer, politician, and diplomat. William Lewis Dayton was born on February 7, 1807, in Basking Ridge, New Jersey. After graduating from the College of New Jersey (Princeton University) in 1825, he studied law, was admitted to the bar in 1830, and began a law practice. During 1837–1838 he was a member of the New Jersey Legislative Council, and from 1838 to 1841 he was an associate justice on the New Jersey Supreme Court. Appointed to the U.S. Senate in 1842 to fill the unfinished term of Samuel Southard, who died in office, Dayton was elected to a full term as a Whig and served until 1851, when he lost his reelection bid.

Dayton returned to New Jersey and resumed the practice of law. He subsequently joined the Republican Party, and in 1856 he ran as the party’s vice presidential nominee along with presidential nominee John C. Frémont. This was the first election in which the Republicans fielded a presidential ticket, but it went down to defeat to the Democrats. From 1856 to 1861, Dayton served as New Jersey’s attorney general.

On March 16, 1861, President Abraham Lincoln named Dayton U.S. minister to France, a post he held until his death in 1864. Dayton’s mission was an important one, for he was tasked with keeping the French neutral during the Civil War and preventing the Confederacy from securing commerce raiders there. While he managed to convince Napoleon III’s government not to recognize the Confederacy or allow it to utilize French ports, he was unsuccessful in his attempts to prevent the French intervention in Mexico, which began in December 1861 and lasted until 1867. Indeed, in May 1864 France went so far as to install a puppet ruler—Emperor Maximilian I—to govern Mexico, which greatly rankled official Washington. Dayton, along with many American policy makers, viewed France’s foray into Mexico as an unwelcome presence on America’s southern flank and a violation of the 1823 Monroe Doctrine. Given the enormity of the Civil War, however, there was little that American officials could do except protest diplomatically, and Napoleon undoubtedly took advantage of the situation. Dayton died in Paris on December 1, 1864.
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Dearing, James

Birth Date: April 25, 1840

Death Date: April 23, 1865

Confederate officer. James Dearing was born on April 25, 1840, in Campbell County, Virginia. He matriculated at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1858 but left the Academy in April 1861 to join the Confederate Army. Receiving a first lieutenant’s commission in the Washington Artillery of New Orleans, he remained with the unit for some 10 months. In the spring of 1862, now a captain, he had charge of an artillery battery in a brigade led by Brigadier General George E. Pickett. Dearing participated in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) as well as the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 9–September 1, 1862) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

Advanced to major in May 1863, Dearing commanded 18 guns in I Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia and was heavily engaged on the third day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). During late 1863 and early 1864, he took command of a cavalry outfit in North Carolina. On April 29, 1864, Dearing was advanced to brigadier general and received command of a cavalry brigade. After efficient service in North Carolina, Dearing’s brigade was sent north to take part in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

On April 6, 1865, as the Confederates withdrew toward Appomattox, Dearing’s brigade confronted a Union force on a bridge over the Appomattox River. He rushed forward and exchanged pistol fire with a Union officer. Dearing killed his antagonist but was himself seriously wounded. Taken to Lynchburg, Dearing died there on April 23, the last Confederate general officer to die of injuries sustained in battle.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Deas, Zachariah Cantey

Birth Date: October 25, 1819

Death Date: March 6, 1882

Confederate officer. Zachariah Cantey Deas was born in Camden, South Carolina, on October 25, 1819. He was educated in South Carolina and in Caudebec, France. In 1835 his family moved to Mobile, Alabama. There Deas engaged in the mercantile business. He served as a volunteer during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Returning to Alabama after the war, Deas became wealthy as a cotton broker.

Following the secession of Alabama, Deas enlisted in the Alabama Volunteer Infantry, then served as aide-de-camp to Brigadier General Joseph E. Johnston during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Deas raised his own regiment, the 22nd Alabama Infantry, and equipped it with 800 Enfield rifles at his own expense. Elected its colonel in October 1861, he led his outfit at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), assuming command of a brigade on the first day of fighting but then sustaining a severe wound on the second day of battle.

Following his recovery, Deas commanded a brigade in General Braxton Bragg’s Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). Deas was appointed brigadier general on December 13, 1862, and performed well in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). He particularly distinguished himself in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), when his unit killed Union brigadier general William H. Lytle and captured 17 guns.

Deas led his brigade during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and in the subsequent fighting in Tennessee. He was again wounded in the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864). He also fought in the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864) and took part in opposing Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865) but became ill at Raleigh, North Carolina, in March 1865 and had to give up his command.

After the war Deas returned to his cotton brokerage activities, securing a seat on the New York Stock Exchange. He died in New York City on March 6, 1882.
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De Bow, James Dunwoody Brownson

Birth Date: July 10, 1820

Death Date: February 27, 1867

Influential Southern writer and editor. James Dunwoody Brownson De Bow was born on July 10, 1820, in Charleston, South Carolina. Orphaned as a boy, De Bow managed to graduate from the College of Charleston in 1843 and after a year’s study of law was admitted to the bar. Unsuccessful in the courtroom, he turned to literary work. He contributed philosophical and political essays to the Southern Quarterly Review and eventually became its editor.

At a convention in Memphis in 1845, where the idea of federal aid for the Southern economy was discussed, De Bow decided to found a monthly magazine devoted to the economy and business activities of the South. He settled in New Orleans and published the first issue of the Commercial Review of the South and Southwest. The journal was a failure until a sugar planter befriended De Bow and loaned him funds. Within two years, De Bow’s Review, as the journal was generally known, had the largest circulation of any magazine published in the South.

In 1847 when the University of Louisiana (later Tulane University) was organized, De Bow urged that its curriculum include a course in political economy, and he persuaded the school to subsidize the professorship. De Bow was appointed to the chair, but few students applied for the course. To augment his slim earnings from the Review, De Bow obtained the post of director of the Louisiana Bureau of Statistics, which conducted a state census. His work apparently was noticed in Washington: President Franklin Pierce appointed him superintendent of the U.S. Census.

Until the end of his life, De Bow continued to edit and publish his Review. He increasingly championed Southern nationalism, and after 1850 he welcomed contributions from supporters of secession. He defended slavery, writing that “The negro was created essentially to be a slave.” He also espoused Josiah C. Nott’s theory of polygenism, the idea that the human races were separate biological species.

De Bow saw an urgent need for the South to attain industrial and commercial independence from the North, although he expected that agriculture would remain predominant. Among the projects he advocated were a transcontinental railroad through the South and a canal across Central America. He also wrote of the South’s Manifest Destiny to control all of the Americas south of the Rio Grande.

During the Civil War while the Review was suspended, the Confederate government appointed De Bow its principal agent for the purchase and sale of cotton. In July 1866 he resumed publication of his journal, directing its policy toward rebuilding national unity and developing the entire nation’s economy. Seven months later De Bow fell ill and died in Elizabeth, New Jersey, on February 27, 1867. De Bow’s Review continued publication for several more years.

WILLIAM MCGUIRE AND LESLIE WHEELER

See also

De Bow’s Review

Further Reading

Bernath, Michael T. Confederate Minds: The Struggle for Intellectual Independence in the Civil War South. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2010.

Skipper, Otis Clark. J. D. B. De Bow, Magazinist of the Old South. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1958.

De Bow’s Review

Highly influential Southern publication. De Bow’s Review began monthly publication in January 1846. Established by James D. B. De Bow in New Orleans, Louisiana, the periodical was originally titled the Commercial Review. De Bow was the journal’s editor until his death in 1867. After his death, the editorship changed hands several times until the publication ceased operation in 1880.

De Bow’s Review gained a large and loyal following and published articles and editorials on a variety of topics relevant to the region, including agricultural reports, economic analyses, literary critiques, book reviews, current literature, and political opinion. Each issue was a mix of articles and editorials. Numerous writers contributed articles, but De Bow wrote most of each issue himself, including editorials.

The publication always focused on the South but began moving toward a decidedly anti-Northern and even secessionist stance by the late 1850s. Articles appeared defending slavery, calling for Southerners to establish or improve native industry, and encouraging Southern regionalism. De Bow himself was prosecession and proslavery. During the Civil War, De Bow’s Review helped instill a sense of nationalism in the new Confederacy.

During the Civil War, the periodical was printed in Columbia and Charleston, South Carolina, but De Bow’s Review halted publication after August 1864 and did not resume again until January 1866 in New Orleans, when it again focused on commercial and political interests.
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Debray, Xavier Blanchard

Birth Date: January 25, 1818

Death Date: January 6, 1895

Confederate officer. Xavier Blanchard Debray was born on January 25, 1818, in Selestat (Schlettstadt) near Epinal, France. He was rumored to have attended the French military academy at St. Cyr, but that has never been firmly established. Debray served in the French diplomatic corps for a number of years before immigrating to the United States in September 1848. He settled first in New York City before relocating to San Antonio, Texas. He became a U.S. citizen in April 1855 and that same year established a Spanish-language newspaper. Later he worked as a translator in the General Land Office. In 1856 he founded a local academy in Austin.

When the Civil War began, Debray embraced the Confederate cause and joined the 4th Texas Infantry as a first lieutenant. During the summer of 1861 he was aide-de-camp to Texas governor Edward Clark. That September, Debray joined the 2nd Texas Infantry. He was advanced to lieutenant colonel of the 7th Texas Cavalry on December 7, 1861, and on March 17, 1862, he became colonel of the 26th Texas Cavalry, also known as Debray’s Mounted Riflemen.

In July 1862 Debray was named commander of the Eastern District of Texas, headquartered at Houston. As such, he played an ancillary role in the Confederates’ recapture of Galveston Island on January 1, 1863. On February 13, 1863, Debray left the Eastern District, and on May 30 he took command of troops at Galveston. During the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), he ably led a regiment and then a brigade. Named a brigadier general by General Edmund Kirby Smith on April 13, 1864, the appointment was never confirmed. Debray nevertheless had charge of a brigade of Texas cavalrymen until war’s end and was credited with maintaining order in Houston in the spring of 1865.

Debray discharged his men on March 24, 1865. He remained in Houston for a time and then relocated to nearby Galveston, where he taught school and was a bookkeeper. Later he again found work with the General Land Office. Debray died in Austin, Texas, on January 6, 1895.
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Declaration of Paris

International agreement entered into on April 15, 1856, by the 7 participating nations of the Crimean War at the war’s end for the purpose, among other things, of abolishing privateering. Formally known as the Paris Declaration Respecting Maritime Law, it was subsequently ratified by 45 other nations, not including Spain, Mexico, Venezuela, and the United States. The Americans objected to the terms of the clause concerning neutral property in wartime and prevented U.S. support for the abolition of privateering.

In addition to abolishing privateering, the declaration held that a neutral flag protected enemy goods from seizure by a warring power, with the exception of contraband of war; neutral goods were not liable to capture under an enemy flag; and blockades, in order to be binding, had to be effective, that is, maintained by a force sufficient to prevent access to the coast of the enemy and not merely a paper blockade (in name only).

Despite the nation’s refusal to sign the abolition in 1856, in fact the United States never again issued a privateer’s commission in wartime. The Confederacy, however, claimed that because the United States had not adhered to the declaration, the Confederacy was free to employ privateers. U.S. naval crews remained eligible for the benefits of prizes captured during the Civil War and the Spanish-American War (1898), but in 1899 Congress ended that practice. The maritime law of nations remains the law of the sea today, and a naval vessel may take a valid enemy prize and adjudicate it in a prize court. However, the entire proceeds belong to the nation.
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Deep Bottom, First Battle of

Start Date: July 27, 1864

End Date: July 29, 1864

Engagement of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). The First Battle of Deep Bottom was also known as the Battle of Darbytown, the Battle of Strawberry Plains, the Battle of New Market Road, and the Battle of Gravel Hill.

Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant ordered the Army of the Potomac’s II Corps under Major General Winfield Scott Hancock and two divisions of Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Cavalry Corps across the James River at Deep Bottom by pontoon bridge. Deep Bottom is an area of the James River in Henrico County, some 11 miles southeast of Richmond and a crossing point from the Bermuda Hundred area on the south side of the river. Brigadier General Robert S. Foster’s division of X Corps of the Army of the James had previously crossed the river just upstream on a pontoon bridge and had secured a bridgehead on the north side of the river.

Grant’s plan called for Union troops under Sheridan and Hancock to pass through Foster’s bridgehead. Hancock was to pin the Confederates at Chaffin’s Bluff in order to prevent reinforcements from opposing Sheridan’s cavalry in a drive on Richmond. If possible, Sheridan was to take Richmond, although Grant believed it more likely that Sheridan would at least be able to ride around the capital city and cut the Virginia Central Railroad supplying Richmond from the west. At the very least, Grant anticipated that this thrust would draw off some of the Confederate forces defending Petersburg in advance of the Union attempt to launch a sudden attack there, to be preceded by the explosion of a large mine under the Confederate lines. Indeed, rumors of just such a Union move caused Confederate general Robert E. Lee to send forces under Major General Joseph B. Kershaw north on July 23.

The Union troops began crossing the James at 3:00 a.m. on July 27. In the ensuing First Battle of Deep Bottom, Hancock’s men initially broke through the Confederate lines on New Market Road, capturing four guns and moving toward Long Bridge Road. The Confederates were ready, however, and counterattacked, holding Hancock east of Deep Bottom Run. Confusion in the Confederate command prevented coordinated action, however. Lieutenant Generals Richard H. Anderson, commanding I Corps, and Richard S. Ewell, commanding the Richmond defenses, could not agree on who was in charge.

Shielded by Hancock’s infantry, Sheridan meanwhile pushed his two cavalry divisions northward. Supported by the cavalry division from the Army of the James, Sheridan probed the Richmond defenses at Darbytown Road but was unable to advance farther, as the Confederates there were strengthened by reinforcements in the form of Major General Henry Heth’s division.

Grant arrived on the scene in the afternoon. Surprised by the strength of the Confederate defenders, he ordered for the next day an envelopment of the Confederate right flank in order to spring Sheridan’s cavalry. Before this could occur, however, at about 10:00 a.m. on July 28 Kershaw attacked Sheridan’s dismounted troopers. The latter repelled the Confederate assault and then counterattacked with their repeating rifles, capturing some 300 Southerners. The Confederates were able to re-form, however, blocking the cavalrymen on New Market Road and causing Sheridan to abort the raid.

On July 29 the Union forces recrossed the James, ending the battle. Lee’s swift action had perhaps saved Richmond. While the Union forces failed to achieve their principal objectives, they had at least drawn off some Confederates from the Petersburg lines prior to the ensuing Battle of the Crater. Union losses in the First Battle of Deep Bottom were 486, while the Confederates sustained 679 casualties.
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Deep Bottom, Second Battle of

Start Date: August 13, 1864

End Date: August 20, 1864

Engagement during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). The Second Battle of Deep Bottom occurred along the James River in Henrico County, just outside Richmond. In early August 1864, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant concluded that Confederate general Robert E. Lee was about to dispatch several infantry divisions to the Shenandoah Valley to support Lieutenant General Jubal Early and his operations in the valley. Grant planned to attack the Confederate position at Deep Bottom Run, Virginia, to prevent such reinforcement. Grant ordered X and II Corps under Major General David B. Birney and Major General Winfield S. Hancock, respectively, and the 2nd Cavalry Division under Brigadier General David M. Gregg to conduct this operation.

The operation began on August 13 as Hancock and Birney crossed to the north side of the James River. Hancock sent his men by water to City Point and Deep Bottom Run. They were followed by Birney’s men, crossing above and below Deep Bottom Run on pontoon bridges. Because of the intense summer heat, the crossing experienced delays as men from both corps suffered from sunstroke and fell out in great numbers. Straggling and difficulties offloading men and supplies from steamers meant that the two corps were not in place on the north side of the James River until the morning of August 14.

Once assembled, Hancock called on Birney’s men to advance on New Market Heights to allow time for II Corps to move along Bailey’s Creek and turn the Confederate left. That day, August 14, II Corps succeeded in driving off the Confederates who had placed howitzers and mortars at Deep Bottom Run to check the Union crossing. Birney’s men captured the guns and halted due to the heat, as Brigadier General Francis Barlow’s and Major General John Gibbon’s divisions pursued the Confederates.

Around noon on August 14, Barlow’s men encountered men of the 7th South Carolina Cavalry occupying rifle pits on Darbytown Road. After three attacks, the Confederates were driven behind Bailey’s Creek. However, a Georgia brigade reinforced the line beyond Bailey’s Creek, and Barlow marched up along the creek. Late in the day, Barlow launched a second assault on the Confederate line at Fussell’s Mill, but this was driven back by the defenders, and Barlow abandoned the attack.

Grant ordered a continuation of the operations on August 15, and Hancock sent Birney’s men on a night march against the Confederate left. Because of rain and high heat, one-third of Birney’s men were ill. Once at Fussell’s Mill, Birney headed north into unfamiliar wooded terrain along Charles City Road. Hancock ordered Birney to advance farther, but the wooded environment led the Federals to fire into their own ranks, killing and wounding many. By noon on August 16, Birney’s men broke the Confederate position at Fussell’s Mill, but they were unable to pursue the fleeing Confederates because of a lack of manpower. The Confederates then regrouped and counterattacked, taking back their position.

There was a lull in the fighting on August 17, but the next day saw an attack by the Confederate cavalry on the Union right. The Confederates hoped to push the Union forces from Charles City Road with their cavalry while their infantry attacked. But the Union defenses were too much for the infantry, and the cavalry was checked. There was no fighting on August 19, and the next day Hancock withdrew his men across the river. Union casualties totaled 2,901 killed or wounded and 721 taken prisoner. The Confederates suffered 1,500 killed, wounded, or taken prisoner.

While the seven days of fighting failed to deliver Richmond to Grant or destroy the Weldon Railroad line, they had secured Grant’s aim of forcing Lee to keep his troops around Richmond and not reinforce Early in the valley.

GERALD D. HOLLAND JR.

See also

Barlow, Francis Channing; Birney, David Bell; Early, Jubal Anderson; Gibbon, John; Grant, Ulysses Simpson; Gregg, David McMurtrie; Hancock, Winfield Scott; Lee, Robert Edward; Petersburg Campaign; Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign

Further Reading

Horn, John. The Destruction of the Weldon Railroad: Deep Bottom, Globe Tavern, and Reams Station. Lynchburg, VA: H. E. Howard, 1991.

Horn, John. The Petersburg Campaign, June 1864–April 1865. New York: Da Capo, 1999.

_______________________

Deep Run, Virginia, Engagement at

See Franklin’s Crossing, Virginia, Engagement at

_______________________

Deere, John

Birth Date: February 7, 1804

Death Date: May 17, 1886

Blacksmith whose invention of a steel plow in 1837 revolutionized farming in the antebellum period. John Deere was born on February 7, 1804, in Rutland, Vermont. He received only modest schooling before apprenticing at a blacksmith’s shop in Middlebury from 1821 to 1825. After his apprenticeship, Deere worked for 12 years as a blacksmith at various locations in Vermont. Two fires that destroyed his shops, coupled with hard economic times, caused him to sink into debt, and in 1837 he moved to Grand Detour, Illinois, where he began anew.

Deere and a partner opened a small blacksmith shop and set to work shoeing horses and making many items, including farm implements. The business thrived, and Deere quickly learned the problems with plows designed for looser soils in the East. He soon experimented with different plow designs. In 1837 he took a broken saw blade, polished it, and used its smooth surface for the plowshare and moldboard. He also gave a new shape to the moldboard. These changes produced a plow that could scour the soil and thus allowed farmers to plant considerably more acreage.

Deere made 3 plows in 1838, 10 in 1839, and 40 in 1840. He was not the first person to employ steel in a plow or the only one to produce them. Deere likely took his idea from others, and others in turn copied him. Deere refined the curvature of the moldboard, and over the years he made additional improvements to his plow.

Deere found Grand Detour too limited for distributing his plows, and in 1846 he moved to Moline, Illinois. Desiring high-quality steel in greater quantities, he ordered the plates from the Jones & Quigg steelworks in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, resulting in the first large-scale manufacturing of cast plow steel in the United States. By 1851, Deere was producing 75 plows per week. Just five years later, production approached 15,000 plows annually.

Unlike other blacksmiths, Deere did not wait for orders before making his plows; instead, he manufactured them and then took them into the country to sell them. Additionally, he used extensive advertising, known for attention-grabbing headlines, and he exhibited his plows at agricultural fairs. In 1858 he made his son Charles Deere a partner. John Deere’s son-in-law joined the firm in 1863, and in 1868 the business was incorporated as Deere & Company.

The impact of Deere’s plows is hard to quantify but undoubtedly resulted in millions of additional acres of land being cultivated during the 1850s and beyond, which not only aided in the production of food products but also helped ramp up cotton production in the South. Indeed, the plows likely emphasized the South’s devotion to cotton production and its increasing reliance on food crops from the North and the Midwest. This not only helped fuel the tensions that resulted in the Civil War but also helps explain why the South was unable to adequately feed its armies and civilian populations during the war.

John Deere remained the active head of his company until 1874, and the product line expanded to include cultivators. Deere died in Grand Detour, Illinois, on May 17, 1886. The company continues in operation today.

NEIL COTTON
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John Deere, a blacksmith and the founder of Deere & Company, revolutionized farming in the western United States by the invention of a new steel plow that allowed farmers to plant considerably more acreage. It also enhanced Southern reliance on cotton production. (Deere and Co.)
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Delafield, Richard

Birth Date: September 1, 1798

Death Date: November 5, 1873

Union officer. Richard Delafield was born in New York City on September 1, 1798, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1818. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers, Delafield was a member of the American commission that helped establish the U.S. boundary with Canada under provisions called for by the Treaty of Ghent of 1814 and fixed by treaty in October 1820.

Promoted to first lieutenant in August 1820, Delafield assisted in the construction of the Hampton Roads defenses in Virginia (1819–1824) and then had charge of fortifications and surveys in the Mississippi River Delta area (1824–1832) as well as improvements to the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers. He was advanced to captain in May 1828. Delafield next had charge of repair work on the Cumberland Road east of the Ohio River as well as repairs to Fort Mifflin and improvements along the Delaware River (1832–1838).

Promoted to major in July 1838, Delafield was superintendent of West Point from September 1838 to August 1845. He supervised its reconstruction following the fire of 1838, made substantial physical improvements to the academy, and designed the new cadet uniform. He also introduced horses for artillery and cavalry instruction. From 1846 to 1855, Delafield superintended the construction of coastal defenses for New York Harbor.

In 1855 Delafield headed a commission, which was named for him and established by Secretary of War Jefferson Davis, to travel to Europe and report on the European military establishments as well as on the Crimean War then in progress. The members of the Delafield Commission, which also included officers George B. McClellan and Alfred Mordecai, observed the siege of Sevastopol during that war. The commission’s report detailed the important midcentury changes occurring in military equipment and practices and was subsequently published by Congress. On his return to the United States, Delafield again served as superintendent of West Point (1856–1861), revising and considerably improving its curriculum.

During the Civil War, Delafield initially assisted in the raising and equipping of troops in New York State. Promoted to lieutenant colonel in August 1861 and to colonel in June 1863, he had charge of the harbor defenses of New York (1861–1864). Following the death of Major General Joseph G. Totten, Delafield was promoted to brigadier general in August 1864 and appointed chief engineer of the U.S. Army. He held this post until his retirement on August 6, 1866. He was brevetted major general in March 1865 for his meritorious service during the war.

In retirement, Delafield served as a member of the Lighthouse Board (1864–1870) and was a regent of the Smithsonian Institution. Delafield died in Washington, D.C., on November 5, 1873.
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De Lagnel, Julius Adolph

Birth Date: July 24, 1827

Death Date: June 3, 1912

Confederate officer. Born on July 24, 1827, near Newark, New Jersey, Julius Adolph De Lagnel moved to Virginia as a young man and was commissioned in the U.S. Army as a second lieutenant of artillery on March 8, 1847. He served nearly 14 years, mostly on various kinds of artillery inspection or garrison duty, before resigning his commission and casting his lot with Virginia.

In the spring of 1861, De Langel was commissioned a captain and named chief of artillery for Brigadier General Robert Garnett’s Army of the Northwest. De Langel was placed in command of a detachment of 310 men and one cannon at the top of Rich Mountain. On July 11, 1861, some 1,900 Union troops under Brigadier General William Rosecrans attacked De Lagnel’s position. The fight was bitter and bloody, with De Lagnel himself manning the cannon when its commander fell wounded. De Lagnel was wounded multiple times, and the Union troops took the position. De Lagnel managed to drag himself into a nearby thicket. Escaping capture, he then made his way to the home of a friendly mountain family, where he was given shelter and medical care.

When able to travel, De Lagnel exchanged his uniform for the clothes of a mountain farmer and set off to find a way to reach Confederate lines. He eluded capture several times, convincing Union pickets that he was a local herder, but his luck ran out on August 14 near Elkwater, Virginia, where he was taken prisoner.

Exchanged almost a year later and promoted to major, De Lagnel was commissioned a brigadier general on April 15, 1862, but declined the promotion. After service with Benjamin Huger’s division during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), De Lagnel accepted a post in the Ordnance Bureau in Richmond. He was advanced to lieutenant colonel and named assistant chief of the bureau, a post he held until war’s end. After the war, De Lagnel went into the shipping business in Washington, D.C., where he died on June 3, 1912.
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Delaware

Middle Atlantic state with an 1860 population of 112,216 people. Delaware, considered a border state, encompasses 2,044 square miles and is bordered by Pennsylvania to the north, New Jersey and the Atlantic Ocean to the east, and Maryland to the south and west. Settled mostly by Quakers, by 1860 Delaware had the largest state population of freed blacks. The black population numbered just over 20,000, but only 1,798 African American were enslaved, accounting for less than 3 percent of the total population. Delaware officially permitted slavery, and despite a large number of resident abolitionists, many of its citizens wished to retain the peculiar institution of slavery. Delaware was divided on the issue by geographic boundaries, with New Castle County in the north favoring freedom and Sussex County in the south favoring slavery. Nevertheless, Delaware was far less divided than other border states.

Pro-Southern sympathies ran strong in parts of Delaware. A state Peace Convention was convened in 1861 in an attempt to have the Confederacy officially recognized. When this movement failed, the Abraham Lincoln administration offered to purchase Delaware slaves in 1862 in a plan for compensated emancipation, but the state legislature did not support the proposal. The population remained so polarized by the conflict that federal troops were required to stand guard at polling places during elections to avoid physical violence among voters. Be that as it may, the majority of Delaware’s citizens remained loyal to the Union.

Abolitionist societies in Wilmington and Dover were presided over by Abraham Shadd, Samuel Burris, Harriet Tubman, and Thomas Garrett, who were nationally known in the movement. The Delaware and Raritan Canal (built during 1830–1834) and the Camden & Amboy Railroad were major escape routes for slaves fleeing from the South. Wilmington became the last stop for many before freedom.

During the war, Delaware instituted a lottery to conscript men into the military. Some 11,236 white troops from Delaware served in the Union Army during the Civil War, along with 94 sailors and marines. Several hundred citizens of Delaware fought on the Confederate side. Records for black enrollments are in dispute because no official records were kept, and many African Americans left the state to enroll in the army. Unofficial totals list 954 blacks in service to the Union, but most historians believe that at least twice that number were in the U.S. Army. Most Delaware troops served in the Army of the Potomac, and in total the state provided nine infantry regiments and one cavalry regiment. Mortality figures from Delaware during the Civil War total 835, including 383 killed or mortally wounded in action, 356 dead from disease, and 75 who died while prisoners of war. An additional 21 Delaware soldiers were killed in accidents during the war.

Fort Delaware, located on Pea Patch Island, saw military use from 1812 through World War II and also served as a prison during the Civil War. Nearly 40,000 Confederate prisoners, an additional group of several hundred civilians, and several hundred Union Army prisoners (organized as Company Q) facing court-martial were held at Fort Delaware Prison. It is believed that 2,926 Confederate soldiers died at the prison. Civilian detainees (39 individuals) and 109 Union soldiers also died there. The location is now part of Fort Delaware State Park.

In addition to its manpower contributions to the war, Delaware was the major supplier of Union gunpowder, which was made at the Du Pont mills. A sizable number of ships, including several ironclad monitors, were constructed in the state’s shipyards at Wilmington and other sites.
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De Leon, Edwin

Birth Date: May 4, 1818

Death Date: December 1, 1891

Journalist, diplomat, and propagandist. Edwin De Leon was born in Columbia, South Carolina, on May 4, 1818. He graduated from South Carolina College in 1837 and was admitted to the bar in 1840. De Leon worked as a newspaper editor in Savannah, Georgia, and Washington, D.C., until 1854, when President Franklin Pierce appointed him consul general to Egypt, a position that De Leon held until 1861, when he resigned to become a Confederate publicity agent in Europe.

De Leon was not as successful a propagandist as was Henry Hotze, the Confederacy’s publicist in Great Britain, for De Leon lacked Hotze’s ability and finesse but had more money to spend on his programs, more than $25,000 as compared to the $750 allotted to Hotze for his more difficult work in Great Britain.

De Leon’s prewar experience in the U.S. consular service and his close personal friendship with Confederate president Jefferson Davis seemed to give De Leon advantages, but they only served to inspire in him ambitions that far exceeded his mission. De Leon could not complain of neglect from Richmond, however. Along with funds for his operations in France, De Leon operated in a country where it was easy to sway journalists to support the Confederate cause. He spent considerable money bribing the French press and at first was quite successful, but he fumbled badly when he published under his own name a pamphlet titled The Truth about the Confederate States of America in which he fervently defended slavery, a position not popular in France. De Leon then destroyed his career when he opened confidential documents intended for Confederate diplomat John Slidell, who then effectively cut all contact between De Leon and the French government and refused to support his propaganda efforts.

In February 1864, De Leon gave a speech critical of the French people and their government, only to learn that his services to the Confederacy had been terminated. He spent the rest of his life abroad, mostly in Egypt and in Europe, publishing his autobiography, Thirty Years of Life on Three Continents (1886), and two books about Egypt. De Leon died in New York City on December 1, 1891.
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Democratic Party

One of the two principal political parties in the United States during the Civil War. The oldest political party in the United States, the Democratic Party traces its origins to the Anti-Federalists of the 1790s. In the early 1790s, the Democratic-Republican Party (the forerunner of the Democratic Party) came into being as a reaction to the Federalists, who were led by Alexander Hamilton.

Hamilton and the Federalists believed in a strong central government, a national bank, and government support of business and industry. The Anti-Federalists, best exemplified by Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, formed what would ultimately become the Democratic Party in opposition to the Federalist agenda. The Democratic-Republicans wanted to keep the federal government small and unobtrusive. They believed that democracy was best served by a system in which the states and individual citizens held the majority of the economic and political power of the nation. They eschewed the buildup of industry in the United States and deplored governmental attempts to support it. For them, the model American citizens were small yeoman farmers and local tradesmen and shopkeepers. This idealized concept, which never actually existed in any large sense, came to be known as Jeffersonian Democracy and would be the hallmark of Democratic Party ideology into the early 20th century.

The Democrats ultimately became known as the party of states’ rights by the early 1800s, which explains its great influence among Southern planters and other Southern elites, who wanted as little interference as possible with their peculiar institution of slavery. The Democratic Party was powerful not just in the South but also in parts of the western Great Plains and the far West. The party was weakest in the populous and industrialized Northeast. The Democrats first captured national office in 1800, with the election of Thomas Jefferson to the presidency. After the War of 1812 the Federalists lost ground, to the momentary gain of the Democratic-Republicans. Before long, however, infighting and factionalism tore through the Democratic Party, and it broke apart by the end of the 1820s.

War hero Andrew Jackson, elected to the presidency in 1828, picked up the mantel of the old Democratic-Republican Party and helped forge the modern Democratic Party. This inaugurated the era of Jacksonian Democracy, with Jackson’s belief in the sovereignty of the people above all else, a strong aversion to centralized banks and industrialists, and a healthy fear of the moneyed elite in the Northeast. Until the late 1840s, most Democrats were farmers, tradesmen, some small businessmen, and, increasingly, immigrants and laborers, whom the Democrats claimed to champion. Southern Democrats generally supported slavery, and many owned slaves. Democratic Party priorities reflected its constituency, as witnessed by the opening of new lands in the West for farming and the expulsion of Native Americans from their ancestral lands. Democratic president James K. Polk’s foreign and domestic policies, which included the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), huge territorial acquisitions in the West from lands wrested from Mexico, reduced tariffs, and a subtreasury system, alienated many Democrats, however, and led to a schism in the party in 1848.

Alarmed by Polk’s policies and disenchanted over the possible expansion of slavery, a group of Democrats bolted the party in 1848 to form the Free Soil Party. Meanwhile, the Whig Party began to unravel, which resulted in split votes in national elections in 1852 and 1856. The result was two Democratic—but largely ineffectual—presidents in the years leading up to the Civil War. The Free-Soilers joined ranks with the Republican Party by the mid-1850s.

By 1860, the Democratic Party had become so splintered that it nominated two presidential nominees, Illinois senator Stephen Douglas representing the North and John C. Breckinridge representing the South. This ultimately helped pave the way for Abraham Lincoln’s election and the Civil War. Initially, many Northern Democrats supported the federal government during the secession crisis and the events during and after the firing on Fort Sumter in April 1861. However, after the Union debacle at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), that support wavered, as most Democrats now concluded that the war would not be an easy or quick affair. Before long the Democratic Party suffered another schism, which pitted the so-called War Democrats, who supported the war although not necessarily the Union’s war program, against the Peace Democrats, also known as the Copperheads. The Copperheads favored an immediate end to the war and were willing to accept a separate Confederate States of America.

During 1862 while the war was still going poorly for the Union, Democrats picked up seats in state and national elections. Prior to the fall of Atlanta on September 2, 1864, and Union victories in the Shenandoah Valley, the Democrats’ chances of recapturing the executive branch looked promising. To run against President Abraham Lincoln in the autumn elections, the Democrats chose former major general George B. McClellan, a moderate War Democrat, as their presidential candidate; to mollify the Copperheads, they chose George H. Pendleton, a Peace Democrat, as their vice presidential candidate. They also inserted a peace plank in the party platform, although McClellan quickly repudiated it. The federal military triumphs in the summer and autumn of 1864 doomed McClellan’s candidacy, and Lincoln won reelection.

Four years of war and Radical Republican Reconstruction efforts thereafter kept the Democratic Party relatively weak. Many Americans in fact viewed the Democratic Party as traitorous in the aftermath of the war. By 1870, however, the idea took hold of the so-called Solid South, or a monolithic Democratic Party that predominated in the southern tier of states. This alignment would last for nearly a century. Not until 1874 did the Democratic Party regain its momentum at the national level, when it took control of the U.S. House of Representatives.
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Dennis, Elias Smith

Birth Date: December 4, 1812

Death Date: December 17, 1894

Union officer. Dennis Elias Smith was born in Newburgh, New York, on December 4, 1812, and grew up on Long Island. In 1836 he moved to Carlyle, Illinois, where through marriage he acquired both a gristmill and a stepson, Jack Slade, who later became a celebrated desperado in the American West. Dennis was a member of the Illinois House of Representatives (1842–1844) and a state senator (1846–1848). In 1857 President James Buchanan appointed him U.S. marshal of the Kansas Territory.

On the commencement of the Civil War, Dennis was commissioned lieutenant colonel of the 30th Illinois Infantry on August 28, 1861. He participated in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) and was promoted to colonel on May 1, 1862, and to brigadier general on November 29, 1862. Dennis commanded the 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, XVII Corps, in the Army of the Tennessee during April–May 1863 in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). He then fought in the Battle of Port Gibson (May 1) and the Battle of Raymond (May 12). Dennis had charge of the District of Northeastern Louisiana (May–July 1863), when he was accused of selling army provisions while his own men were short of supplies. Apparently these charges were resolved without adverse consequence to Dennis.

Troops from Dennis’s command took part in the Battle of Milliken’s Bend (June 7, 1863). Assigned to the Department of the Gulf in September 1864, Dennis commanded Union militia in Louisiana until the end of the war. He received a brevet to major general of volunteers on April 13, 1865, and left the service on August 24.

Following the war, Dennis was a parish judge and sheriff in Madison Parish, Louisiana. He moved back to Carlyle, Illinois, in March 1887 and lived on a small farm there. Dennis died in Carlyle on December 17, 1894.
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Dennison, William, Jr.

Birth Date: November 23, 1815

Death Date: June 15, 1882

Governor of Ohio. William Dennison Jr. was born on November 23, 1815, in Cincinnati, Ohio, and graduated from Miami (Ohio) University in 1840. He subsequently studied law and commenced a legal practice in Columbus, Ohio. Dennison entered politics as a Whig in 1848, when he was first elected to the Ohio Senate. A progressive thinker, Dennison worked hard to repeal his state’s so-called Black Laws and other discriminatory policies. In 1854 he helped found the Republican Party of Ohio.

In 1859 Dennison ran for the Ohio governorship and won, taking office in January 1860. Once in office, Dennison’s imperious manner soured a number of his erstwhile supporters. In 1861 when the Civil War began, Dennison’s lack of management experience initially hindered Ohio’s ability to mobilize for war and supply the Union with adequate numbers of troops. Although many in Washington, D.C., viewed Dennison with disdain, President Abraham Lincoln publicly lauded Dennison’s prowar stance and party fidelity.

As the war progressed, Dennison’s efforts became more effective. Indeed, he did a credible job of securing his state’s borders, appointed competent military leaders, raised more than 100,000 men for federal service, and tried to encourage pro-Union sentiments in the neighboring states of Kentucky and Virginia. In Kentucky, however, Dennison’s zealous courting of Unionists backfired, as the Lincoln administration had wanted that state to remain neutral. Dennison’s handling of state transportation and communications agencies ruffled many feathers, as did his uneven stewardship of state funds.

Because of his growing political problems, Dennison was not reelected in 1862. He was succeeded by David Tod, a War Democrat. In 1864 Lincoln named Dennison postmaster general, a post he held until 1866. He remained active in state politics thereafter but lost a U.S. Senate bid in 1880. Dennison died on June 15, 1882, after a long illness.
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Dent, Frederick Tracy

Birth Date: December 17, 1820

Death Date: December 23, 1892

Union officer. Frederick Tracy Dent was born on December 17, 1820, outside St. Louis, Missouri. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843. There he befriended Ulysses S. Grant, also a member of the class of 1843. Dent introduced Grant to his sister, Julia, whom Grant later married. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 6th U.S. Infantry Regiment, Dent saw frontier duty in Indian Territory (Oklahoma) and was then posted to Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He saw significant action during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), serving throughout much of Major General Winfield Scott’s Mexico City Campaign. Dent was brevetted to first lieutenant for his actions at Veracruz as well as the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco. During the Battle of El Molino del Ray in September 1847, he led a heroic frontal assault amid heavy fire and then participated in hand-to-hand combat. Dent was seriously wounded in the leg during the engagement and was brevetted to captain for his gallantry.

When the war ended, Dent remained in the army. He subsequently served in the West, on the Pacific coast, and in Florida during the Seminole removal. When the Civil War began in 1861, Dent was a captain with the 9th Infantry Regiment stationed in San Francisco. He remained there until March 1863, when he received promotion to major in the 4th Infantry Regiment and was ordered to the East. After seeing action at the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), he was stationed in New York City, where he was a member of a military commission charged with trying prisoners and maintaining order in the wake of the draft riots there.

In the spring of 1864 after Lieutenant General Grant had assumed command of all Union forces, Dent was tapped to become his aide-de-camp, with the rank of lieutenant colonel. He stayed with Grant for the duration of the war. On April 5, 1865, Dent was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. He also earned regular army brevets to brigadier general. After Richmond fell in April 1865, Dent served briefly as military governor of the city. He subsequently commanded the defenses of Washington, D.C.

When Grant became president in 1869, Dent served as his military secretary until 1873, at which time he took command of Fort Trumbull, Connecticut. Dent held several other command posts before retiring in 1883 at the permanent rank of colonel. He resided in Washington, D.C., for a time before moving to Denver, Colorado, where he died on December 23, 1892.
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Department No. 1, Confederate

Confederate military administrative unit created on June 2, 1861. The Confederate Department No. 1 encompassed all of Louisiana, except for the northeastern corner, as well as parts of southern Mississippi and southwestern Alabama, to include the strategic port city of Mobile. Major General David E. Twiggs was the department’s first commander; he was headquartered in New Orleans. On October 18, 1861, Major General Mansfield Lovell replaced Twiggs and remained in the position until the department was dissolved on May 25, 1862.

The Union capture and occupation of New Orleans essentially spelled the end of Department No. 1. Union-occupied portions of the department constituted essentially the nucleus of the Department of the Gulf; areas remaining under Confederate control fell under the Trans-Mississippi Department and Department No. 2.
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Department No. 2, Confederate

Confederate military administrative unit created on July 13, 1861. Department No. 2 was initially headed by Major General Leonidas Polk, who remained in command until September 15, 1861. Polk was succeeded by General Albert S. Johnson (September 15, 1861–April 6, 1862), General P. G. T. Beauregard (April 6–June 17, 1862), and General Braxton Bragg (June 17–October 24, 1862). Polk reassumed command briefly (October 24–November 3, 1862); he was succeeded by General Bragg, who commanded from November 3, 1862, until July 25, 1863.

The Confederate Department No. 2 initially encompassed parts of eastern Arkansas, western Tennessee, northeastern Louisiana, and western Mississippi and portions of northeastern Mississippi and northern Alabama. In January 1862 the confines of the department were enlarged to include the southern half of Mississippi as well as western Louisiana. After New Orleans fell to Union forces in June 1862, Department No. 2 assumed control of the remaining areas that had formally been part of Department No. 1. On July 18, Department No. 2 was further enlarged by the addition of all of Mississippi and Alabama as well as southeastern Louisiana, the western portion of the Florida Panhandle, western and middle Tennessee, and a portion of northwestern Georgia, including Atlanta. Eastern Arkansas was shifted to the Trans-Mississippi Department.

Department No. 2 was downsized on October 1, 1862, to include only Alabama, middle and western Tennessee, and northwestern Florida. Department No. 2 was absorbed by the Department of Tennessee on July 25, 1863.
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Desertion

The act of leaving one’s military unit without permission. Desertion was a major problem during the Civil War for both sides in the conflict. Factors prompting desertion varied as widely as the individuals involved. They included hardship, fear of death on the battlefield as a consequence of the staggering casualties endured by both sides, a lack of confidence in one’s commander, combat fatigue, depression, boredom, homesickness, poor conditions (to include a lack of adequate clothing), family matters (including the need to protect one’s family from enemy forces, particularly the case for Confederate soldiers late in the war), and low pay and delays in payment (especially in the Confederate Army). This was a young man’s war, and many deserters were mere children.

Both sides detached men to search for deserters. Appeals to deserters to return without punishment brought some back to their units. Death was the stated punishment for desertion, and harsh penalties, especially late in the war, served to decrease desertion, but nonetheless the desertion rate for the Union Army was some 5,500 men a month during 1863–1865. The farther from home, the less likely a soldier was to desert his unit.

The death penalty was only sometimes applied to desertions. Apparently only several hundred men, North and South, were so punished. Generally speaking, and perhaps because of its greater manpower needs, the South tended to be more lenient on its deserters. Lesser penalties included imprisonment, solitary confinement, flogging, and heavy fines. Deserters were subject to humiliations such as having their heads shaved or half shaved or being forced to wear boards with the word “Coward.” Another more brutal punishment was bucking, in which an individual was bound in a contorted position perhaps for days. Others were hung by their wrists. Some men were also branded with the letter “D” on the cheek.

Some deserters simply attempted to hide. Others joined partisan bands, while still others deserted to the enemy, sought refuge in Canada, or became outlaws. Many simply returned to their units after a period of time.

Desertion figures will never be known with any precision, but the number of desertions from both armies in the course of the war may have totaled some 104,000 Confederates and as many as 287,000 Union soldiers. These are staggering totals by any standard, amounting to some 10 percent of the force strength.

Desertion was also a problem in both navies, although no figures are available. Desertion was sufficiently large in the U.S. Navy, however, for the Navy Department to hire detectives to try to chase down the culprits. Among the latter were many bounty jumpers, individuals who signed on, received a significant bounty payment, and then deserted at the first opportunity in order to repeat the process in another location and under a different name.
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Deshler, James

Birth Date: February 18, 1833

Death Date: September 20, 1863

Confederate officer. James Deshler was born on February 18, 1833, in Tuscumbia, Alabama. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1854. Commissioned in the artillery, Deshler soon transferred to the infantry and served in the West, rising to first lieutenant in 1858.

Deshler abandoned his U.S. Army commission in the spring of 1861 and accepted a commission as a captain of artillery in the Confederate Army. While serving in western Virginia, he was wounded during a skirmish on December 13, 1861. He returned to service some weeks later, was advanced to colonel of artillery, and served as a staff officer for Major General Theophilus Holmes. Deshler remained with Holmes through the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) but was then transferred to Arkansas.

Posted to Fort Hindman (Arkansas Post) on the Arkansas River, Deshler was present for the Union attack there (January 9–11, 1863) and was forced to surrender. He was taken prisoner but was soon exchanged. On July 28 he was advanced to brigadier general and given an infantry brigade in Major General Patrick Cleburne’s division, Army of Tennessee. Deshler was killed instantly by a Union shell on September 20, 1863, during the Battle of Chickamauga.
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De Trobriand, Philippe Régis Dénis de Keredern

Birth Date: June 4, 1816

Death Date: July 15, 1897

Union officer. Philippe Régis Dénis de Keredern de Trobriand was born on June 4, 1816, near Tours, France, the son of a wealthy aristocrat. De Trobriand attended the Collège de Tours and graduated from the University of Poitiers with a law degree in 1837. On a visit to New York City in 1841, he met a wealthy American heiress, Mary Mason Jones, whom he married two years later. In 1847 the couple settled in New York, where De Trobriand wrote for the French-language press.

De Trobriand was commissioned colonel of the 55th New York Infantry Regiment, a largely Franco-American outfit, on August 28, 1861. He served in the Army of the Potomac and saw action in numerous engagements, including the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). During the 1863 operations, De Trobriand held a brigade command without commensurate rank, and he particularly distinguished himself during the defense of the Wheatfield at Gettysburg on July 2. He was appointed brigadier general (volunteers) on January 5, 1864, and served through the Virginia campaigns of 1864 and 1865. Brevetted major general (volunteers) on April 9, 1865, he mustered out on January 15, 1866.
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Born and educated in France, Philippe Régis Dénis de Keredern de Trobriand fought in the Civil War as a Union Army brigadier general. He remained in the army after the war and wrote a highly regarded history of the Army of the Potomac. (Library of Congress)

After the war, De Trobriand published in France his military memoirs, the two-volume Quatre Ans à l’Armée du Potomac (1867–1868). An English translation, Four Years with the Army of the Potomac, was published in the United States in 1889. The work attracted much attention for its excellent literary quality and frank criticism of Major General Daniel E. Sickles at Gettysburg.

Unlike most volunteer officers, De Trobriand served in the regular army as a colonel of infantry after the war. He commanded Fort Stevenson in the Dakota Territory from 1867 to 1869 (where he painted a number of well-regarded landscapes and portraits of American Indians), then commanded Fort Shaw in Montana and other posts in Utah and Wyoming before service in New Orleans during the waning days of Reconstruction. De Trobriand retired from the army on March 20, 1879. He died in Bayport, Long Island, New York, on July 15, 1897.
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Devens, Charles, Jr.

Birth Date: April 4, 1820

Death Date: January 7, 1891

Union officer. Charles Devens Jr. was born on April 4, 1820, in Charlestown, Massachusetts. He graduated from Harvard College in 1838. After receiving a degree from Harvard Law School in 1840, he opened his own law practice. During 1848–1849 Devens sat in the Massachusetts Senate, and from 1849 to 1852 he was a U.S. marshal. Active in the Massachusetts Militia, he became a brigadier general. In April 1861 he was commissioned major of the 3rd Battalion of Massachusetts Rifles, a three-month unit. When its enlistment period expired, Devens remained in the army as colonel of the 15th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment.

Devens commanded his regiment at the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21, 1861), where he was slightly wounded. Advanced to brigadier general on April 15, 1862, he was given charge of a brigade in IV Corps, Army of the Potomac. He participated in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and was wounded a second time. That autumn he received a command in VI Corps, which he led at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Early the next year he was transferred to XI Corps, with command of a division.


The challenge of divisional leadership proved too much for Devens. This was made abundantly clear during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), when his unit was decimated by forces under Confederate lieutenant Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. Devens himself was again wounded. Unable to return to the field until the spring of 1864, he received a divisional command in XVIII Corps. Struck with a severe bout of rheumatoid arthritis, Devens commanded from a stretcher during the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Transferred again, this time to XXIV Corps, he participated in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). In the spring of 1865, he served as temporary commander of the District of Charleston, South Carolina. Brevetted major general of volunteers, he mustered out of the service in June 1866.

After the war Devens returned to his legal practice, and in 1867 he became a state superior court judge. In 1873 he was named to the Massachusetts Supreme Court, serving until 1877. That same year he became U.S. attorney general, a post he held until 1881, at which time he returned to the Massachusetts Supreme Court. Devens died, still on the bench, on January 7, 1891, in Boston.
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Devil’s Den, Battle of

Event Date: July 2, 1863

Location of vicious fighting during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). During the second day of fighting at Gettysburg, Confederate general Robert E. Lee, commanding the Army of Northern Virginia, hoped to envelop both flanks of Major General George Gordon Meade’s Union Army of the Potomac with simultaneous assaults. The engagement at Devil’s Den took place on the southern end of the battle line known as the Fishhook.

The rugged, rocky terrain of Devil’s Den was initially held by Union troops commanded by Major General David B. Birney of the Union III Corps and was the left-flank anchor of that corps’ line. However, Confederate forces under Major General John B. Hood succeeded in driving the Federals from their position following a series of bloody assaults. General Hood was severely wounded during this action. The fighting was so fierce at Devil’s Den that one Union regiment lost more than half its men in a mere 25 minutes.
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Dead Confederate sharpshooter in the Devil’s Den, following the Battle of Gettysburg, July 1–3, 1863. (Library of Congress)

From their new position atop the boulders of Devil’s Den, Confederate sharpshooters wrought havoc on Union forces that had retreated to Little Round Top. Despite their withdrawal from Devil’s Den, Union forces held firm at nearby Little Round Top. Lee’s attempt to turn the northern flank of the Union army also failed. These two disappointing results convinced Lee to attack the center of the Union lines the next day, which resulted in Pickett’s Charge and a Confederate defeat.

ROBERT L. GLAZE

See also

Birney, David Bell; Gettysburg, Battle of; Hood, John Bell; Lee, Robert Edward; Meade, George Gordon

Further Reading

Pfanz, Harry W. Gettysburg: The Second Day. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998.

Sears, Stephen W. Gettysburg. New York: Mariner Books, 2003.

Trudeau, Noah Andre. Gettysburg: A Testing of Courage. New York: HarperCollins, 2002.

_______________________

Devin, Thomas Casimer

Birth Date: December 10, 1822

Death Date: April 4, 1878

Union officer. Thomas Casimer Devin was born in New York City on December 10, 1822. He received only a limited education and made his living as a house painter. Active in the state militia, he rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel. In the autumn of 1861 Devin was commissioned a captain in the 1st New York Cavalry, but on November 18 he became colonel of the 6th New York Cavalry.

Following uneventful service in the Washington area, Devin participated in the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) and assumed command of a brigade at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). The following spring, Devin’s command participated in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863). As part of Brigadier General John Buford’s cavalry division, the brigade played a major role in holding back the Confederate infantry during the first day of fighting at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Active in the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863), Devin also participated in the ill-fated Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid (February 28–March 3, 1864).

Commanding the 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, at the commencement of the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Devin saw almost constant service until the end of the conflict, including heavy fighting in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), followed by raids that culminated in major cavalry actions at the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11, 1864) and the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11–12, 1864) and a grueling march to rejoin the main army at Petersburg. He next took part in Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865).

Devin finally received a long-overdue promotion to brigadier general of volunteers on October 19, 1864. Remaining in the valley through the winter, he took temporary command of the 1st Cavalry Division in November 1864 and then in February 1865 assumed the position on a permanent basis.

Beginning with the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865) and continuing until Lee’s surrender eight days later, Devin and the rest of the cavalry were in the saddle almost constantly. Having been brevetted major general of volunteers, Devin mustered out in January 1866. He then accepted a regular commission as lieutenant colonel of the 8th Cavalry. He saw some service on the frontier, but his health began to deteriorate. Shortly after becoming colonel of the 3rd Cavalry in 1877, Devin returned to New York City, where he died on April 4, 1878.
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Dewey, George

Birth Date: December 26, 1837

Death Date: January 16, 1917

Union naval officer. Born in Montpelier, Vermont, on December 26, 1837, George Dewey wanted to attend the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, but ended up entering the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis. He received his warrant as an acting midshipman on September 23, 1854, and graduated as a midshipman on June 11, 1858. Dewey was promoted to passed midshipman on January 18, 1861; to master on February 28, 1861; and to lieutenant on April 19, 1861. During the Civil War, he served aboard the steam frigate Mississippi and soon became its executive officer.

Dewey took part in the passage of Flag Officer David Farragut’s fleet up the Mississippi River to New Orleans (April 24–25, 1862) and in operations against Port Hudson (March 14, 1863). Dewey then served in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron and, as the executive officer aboard the steam frigate Colorado, took part in operations against Fort Fisher (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865). Promoted to lieutenant commander on March 3, 1865, he ended the war aboard the steam sloop Kearsarge in European waters.

During the next two decades, Dewey held a number of assignments. Promoted to commander on April 13, 1872, and to captain on September 27, 1884, he received command of one of the navy’s first steel ships, the gunboat Dolphin, then still under construction. Frustrated over the delays in its commissioning, Dewey secured command of the steam sloop Pensacola, flagship of the European squadron (1885–1889).

Dewey returned to Washington as chief of the Bureau of Equipment (1889–1893) and then was president of the Bureau of Inspection and Survey (1895–1897). With relations with Spain deteriorating over Cuba and supported by his friend Assistant Secretary of the Navy Theodore Roosevelt, Dewey received command of the U.S. Asiatic Squadron in January 1898.

Following the U.S. declaration of war against Spain, Dewey’s squadron steamed from near Hong Kong for the Philippines. On May 1, Dewey’s squadron defeated the Spanish squadron in the Battle of Manila Bay. Dewey was promoted to rear admiral on May 11. Following the arrival of U.S. land forces, Dewey’s squadron supported the army’s capture of Manila on August 13 and subsequent operations in the Philippines. On March 2, 1899, Dewey was promoted to admiral of the navy.

An exhausted Dewey sailed from the Philippines on May 20, 1899, and returned to the United States in September. In the spring of 1900, he made a brief bid for the presidency but dropped out to become president of the newly formed Navy General Board. Exempted from mandatory retirement, Dewey played an important role in U.S. Navy expansion. In 1903 Secretary of War Elihu Root and Secretary of the Navy William Moody established the Joint Army-Navy Board. Dewey became its chair, serving on this board and the Navy General Board until his death in Washington, D.C., on January 16, 1917.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Fort Fisher Campaign; Kearsarge, USS; Navy, U.S.; North Atlantic Blockading Squadron; Port Hudson, Louisiana, Action at; Vicksburg, Mississippi, Porter’s Passage of

Further Reading

Dewey, George. The Autobiography of George Dewey. 1913; reprint, Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1987.

Spector, Ronald. Admiral of the New Empire: The Life and Career of George Dewey. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1974.

Williams, Vernon L. “George Dewey: Admiral of the Navy.” In Admirals of the New Steel Navy: Makers of the American Naval Tradition, 1880–1930, edited by James C. Bradford, 222–249. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1990.

Wukovits, John F. “George Dewey: His Father’s Son.” In The Great Admirals: Command at Sea, 1587–1945, edited by Jack Sweetman, 306–325. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1997.

_______________________

Diaspora, Confederate

See Confederate Diaspora

_______________________

Dibrell, George Gibbs

Birth Date: April 12, 1822

Death Date: May 9, 1888

Confederate officer. George Gibbs Dibrell was born in Sparta, Tennessee, on April 12, 1822. Although not well educated, Dibrell became a successful merchant, farmer, and state legislator. A Unionist delegate to the Secession Convention when Tennessee voted to secede, Dibrell nevertheless subsequently joined the Confederate Army as a private. After brief service as lieutenant colonel of the 25th Tennessee Infantry Regiment, he was appointed colonel of the newly formed 13th Tennessee Cavalry (known unofficially as the 8th Tennessee Cavalry) in September 1862. The regiment was initially organized as partisan rangers but soon became regular cavalry and a part of Brigadier General Nathan B. Forrest’s cavalry division. Dibrell led his regiment in Forrest’s first raid into western Tennessee (December 1862) and performed well, but Dibrell’s regiment suffered heavy casualties as part of Forrest’s rear guard during the fighting and withdrawal from Parker’s Cross Roads (December 31, 1862) to the Tennessee River.

Dibrell commanded a brigade under Forrest in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and during the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). Subsequently when most of Forrest’s troops were transferred to Major General Joseph Wheeler’s command, Dibrell became a brigade commander in Wheeler’s cavalry corps but without commensurate rank. Dibrell saw action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and in opposing Major General William T. Sherman’s advance during the March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865), except when Dibrell was cut off from his commander during a raid in eastern Tennessee and fighting at Saltville, Virginia (October 2, 1864).

Promoted to brigadier general on January 28, 1865, Dibrell and his much-reduced command formed part of the escort of the Confederate government after it abandoned Richmond. Following President Jefferson Davis’s last council of war in Abbeville, South Carolina, Dibrell’s escort was reduced to a minimum, with most of the troops remaining north of the Savannah River. Dibrell’s men as well as others were discharged.

After the war, Dibrell had a notable career as a merchant, a financier, and a member of the U.S. House of Representatives (1874–1884). He died on May 9, 1888, in Sparta, Tennessee.
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Dickinson, Anna Elizabeth

Birth Date: October 28, 1842

Death Date: October 22, 1932

Political activist and abolitionist. Born in Philadelphia on October 28, 1842, to Quaker abolitionists, Anna Elizabeth Dickinson grew up in a modest home surrounded by newspapers, books, and political debate. Her greatest education came in the Dickinson parlor, where occasional guests included African American leaders Frederick Douglass and Robert Purvis and various Quaker abolitionists.

Dickinson first entered the public arena in 1856, when she read a newspaper story about a Kentucky schoolteacher who had been tarred and feathered for publishing an antislavery letter. The irate Dickinson fired off a letter to William Lloyd Garrison’s abolitionist newspaper, the Liberator, protesting this affront to free speech. Four years later Dickinson joined a friend at a local meeting on women’s rights. Upon hearing a male speaker declare that his daughters would never have professional careers, Dickinson rose to offer an impassioned rebuttal. During the next several months, the diminutive teenager received invitations to speak at meetings around the Philadelphia area. In October 1860 she spoke at the annual meeting of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Association, where she shared a platform with Lucretia and James Mott, Oliver Johnson, and Robert Purvis.

At the outset of the Civil War, Dickinson was a young, charismatic darling of the abolitionist movement. In early 1862, anxious to build a career as an orator, she wrote to Garrison for advice. The antislavery patriarch took her under his wing, arranging a New England tour culminating in a celebrated appearance in Boston before Theodore Parker’s old congregation. Soon Dickinson was traveling from town to town, attracting enthusiastic audiences, earning handsome fees, and meeting with noted abolitionists.

Before long, savvy Republican operatives recognized Dickinson’s potential as a partisan orator, ushering in a new stage in her career. Dickinson spent much of 1863 on the campaign trail in New England, earning modest fees stumping for state Republican candidates and lambasting Copperhead Democrats.
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Anna Elizabeth Dickinson of Philadelphia was an ardent abolitionist and feminist and an acclaimed orator. After the Civil War, Dickinson was an actress and playwright but she died in obscurity. (Hayward Cirker and Blanche Cirker, eds., Dictionary of American Portraits, 1967)

By the war’s final year, Dickinson was a true celebrity. Photographers vied to take her picture, fans clamored for autographs, young girls wrote seeking counsel, and politicians recognized that she was a woman to be reckoned with. By the close of the Civil War, Dickinson had risen to a unique position among America’s public women.

For a decade after Appomattox, Dickinson was one of the nation’s most active and highly compensated lyceum speakers. She generally selected political themes, often addressing the status of women, blacks, and workers. In 1868 Dickinson published a controversial novel—What Answer?—that featured an interracial marriage between a white soldier and a biracial woman. In 1872 she returned to the stump to campaign for Liberal Republican Horace Greeley. A few years later when the lyceum circuit collapsed, Dickinson turned to the stage as both an actress and a playwright.

Dickinson’s highly celebrated public life was lived against a backdrop of personal illness, recurring family tensions, a series of failed relationships with various men and women, and a long list of private conflicts. She spent her last several decades in obscurity and died in Goshen, New York, on October 22, 1932.
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Dilger, Hubert Anton Casimir

Birth Date: March 5, 1836

Death Date: May 14, 1911

Union officer. Hubert Anton Casimir Dilger was born on March 5, 1836, in Engen in the German duchy of Baden. He eventually became a lieutenant in the Baden Horse Artillery. Shortly after the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Dilger requested leave from his military service and sailed to New York. On April 1, 1862, he was commissioned a captain of the 1st Ohio Light Artillery and given charge of Battery 1, which he led for nearly the entirety of the war.

Dilger first saw combat in the Battle of Cross Keys (June 8, 1862), where he was praised for repulsing enemy attacks and for nearly destroying a Louisiana regiment with his artillery fire. Dilger’s battery was subsequently attached to Major General John Pope’s Army of Virginia. At the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), Dilger’s unit was forced to retreat along with the rest of the Union army, but Dilger was widely praised by Brigadier General Carl Schurz.

Dilger’s next fight was at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). During the Confederate attack that smashed Major General Oliver Otis Howard’s XI Corps, Dilger narrowly avoided capture and had one of his guns taken, but he helped protect the Union army’s escape route. In 1893 Congress awarded Dilger the Medal of Honor for this action, citing his bravery during the retreat. Dilger’s battery next served with distinction at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where, although forced to retreat on the first day, Dilger’s guns successfully defended Cemetery Hill during the next two days.

XI Corps and Dilger then went west and fought at the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863). Transferred to the Army of the Cumberland, Dilger also participated in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and finished his career in garrison duty in Tennessee.

After the war, Dilger received brevet promotions to major and lieutenant colonel. Nicknamed “Leatherbreeches” for the leather trousers that he often wore, he remained in the United States in the postbellum period, settling in the Shenandoah Valley as a farmer. Dilger died on May 14, 1911, in Front Royal, Virginia.
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Dill, Benjamin Franklin

Birth Date: July 1, 1814

Death Date: January 5, 1866

Journalist, editor, and publisher of the Memphis Appeal. Benjamin Franklin Dill was born in Augusta, Georgia, on July 1, 1814. He attended the University of Georgia and then returned to Augusta to study law. Although he was an attorney by training, his greater interest was writing and publishing. In 1837 Dill began writing for the Oxford [Mississippi] Organizer and remained with the paper as an editor for 17 years. In 1854 he moved to Memphis, Tennessee, and took a position as a writer for the Memphis Appeal, and a year later he was the chief editor and co-owner of the newspaper.

With the onset of the Civil War, Dill sought to make the Memphis Appeal a strong voice for the Confederacy and its cause. This required that the newspaper office be mobile, and Dill vowed to move the paper, should that be required, to keep it out of Union hands. As Union forces moved into the South, it became necessary to move the newspaper deeper and deeper into the South. To keep one step ahead of Union forces, Dill moved to Grenada, Jackson, and then to Meridian, Mississippi. When Mississippi became tenuous, the Memphis Appeal moved to Atlanta. On June 13, 1864, as Union forces approached Atlanta, Dill moved his presses to Montgomery, Alabama, and then finally to Macon, Georgia. In April 1865 when Union forces captured Macon, Dill was briefly taken into custody and forced to sign a pledge in which he swore loyalty to the Union. Throughout it all, Dill’s business partner and coeditor, John R. McClanahan, was by his side.

With the end of the war, Dill and McClanahan moved the press back to Memphis and commenced operations there once more. Dill and his paper had been crucial in keeping Southerners informed of Union politics and Confederate affairs. The accuracy of reports about Union troop movements and other activities proved a surprise to Union generals, who made destruction of the Memphis Appeal’s facilities one of their top priorities.

Dill’s primary role had been that of editor. Nonetheless, he penned many editorials and became one of the leading public voices of his day. On January 5, 1866, Dill died in Memphis, Tennessee, just six months after the death of his partner. The newspaper continued in operation and is today the Memphis Commercial Appeal.
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Diplomacy, Confederate

The Confederate States of America was formed in February 1861 when Southern leaders drafted a constitution and established a government organized at Montgomery, Alabama. With the onset of war in April 1861 and the secession of four more states, the Confederate government relocated to Richmond, Virginia. The Confederacy’s chief goals in going to war were to secure independence from the United States and protect precious institutions such as the cotton-driven plantation economy and the slave labor system on which it was built. In an effort to quell the rebellion and preserve the Union, the United States imposed a blockade of Southern ports and raised tens of thousands of volunteers. The main objectives of Confederate diplomats were to gain recognition of Southern independence, acquire vital supplies from abroad, obtain ships (both blockade-runners and warships), and obtain European assistance to end the Union blockade. Most of the Confederacy’s diplomatic efforts were aimed at Great Britain and France and eventually French-controlled Mexico.

From the beginning, the Confederates considered their relations with foreign powers, even as they wrote their constitution. The Confederate Constitution outlawed the international slave trade in an attempt to avoid alienating antislavery Britain, which was the world’s greatest industrial power with by far the world’s strongest navy. Most Southerners realized that the American colonies could not have gained their independence from Great Britain in the Revolutionary War had they had not received French assistance, and they recognized that outside help would be needed to achieve independence for the South.

When war began in April 1861, Great Britain declared neutrality. The neutrality declaration granted the South belligerency status, which gave it the right to purchase materials and obtain loans from neutral countries. Other European states followed the British example and also declared neutrality. Russia notably did not and remained a steadfast supporter of the Union. The French government was inclined to recognize the Confederacy but throughout the war remained hesitant to do anything without British agreement.

In the years preceding the war, southern cotton made up 50 percent of American exports and was vital to the economy of Britain and other European nations. Before the war, Britain obtained three-fourths of its cotton from the southern United States, and one-fifth of all Britons were involved in textile production. The bulk of Confederate diplomacy thus hinged on its cotton, giving rise to what has been termed Cotton Diplomacy. President Jefferson Davis and many other Southerners believed that the major European powers, most notably Great Britain, could not survive economically without cotton from the South and, once these states faced a cotton shortage, they would be forced to grant diplomatic recognition to the South and use their powerful navies to break the Union blockade.

In 1861 while trying to force the issue, there was an unofficial embargo on cotton exports on the part of the Confederate states. Unfortunately for the South, cotton crops in the years preceding the war had been especially large and left a large surplus of cotton. Thus, English cotton mills and textile manufacturers were initially untouched by the lack of Southern cotton imports and did not experience shortages until late 1862. In the latter years of the war, cotton from India and Egypt compensated for the decrease from the American South and helped alleviate the need for Southern cotton. Cotton Diplomacy utterly failed. When it was ended, the Union naval blockade had greatly increased in effectiveness, and it was much more difficult to get the cotton to Europe.

One of the biggest diplomatic issues was the Union blockade of Southern ports by the United States. The blockade was a challenge because the Union Navy was quite small in 1861 and did not have enough ships to impose a tight blockade of the Confederacy. In order for the blockade to be recognized and honored by European powers, the Union would have to establish a legitimate blockade of Southern ports, as recognized by international law established by the 1856 Declaration of Paris. Under international law, blockades had to be effective, with a strong enough force to prevent access to the blockaded ports. It remained questionable whether the Union blockade was a true blockade and not just a paper blockade.

The Confederates hoped to persuade foreign powers, particularly Britain and France, that the blockade was merely a paper blockade and should be ignored, per international law. Confederate envoys, in an attempt to prove that the blockade was not legitimate and should not be honored, routinely presented the British with lists of ships that had gotten through the blockade. Interestingly, Southern diplomats inadvertently persuaded the British that it was a legitimate blockade when they tried to explain why so little cotton was getting to Britain, not wanting to admit that they were intentionally withholding cotton. The Confederates declared that although a large number of vessels successfully made it through the blockade, few attempted it because of the risk of capture by the Union Navy. The British responded by stating that the Northern blockade met the criteria of a blockade, and from that point on the European powers respected the blockade and steered clear of Southern ports.

Another of the major objectives of Confederate agents in Europe was to construct and buy warships for the Confederacy. British law specifically forbade the building of warships for nations that intended to inflict damage on the commerce of a friendly power, but Confederate naval agent James Bulloch, who was sent to England in 1862 with the task of procuring ships, was very adept at his job. Indeed, Bulloch was able to circumvent English law by having vessels built in England and then arming them in international waters. He proved to be a thorn in the side of the able Union diplomat Charles Francis Adams, who was sent to London early in the war with the main objective of preventing British recognition of the Confederacy and intervention in the war. Bulloch was able to obtain several ships, most notably the Florida and Alabama, which wrought considerable havoc on Union shipping.

Throughout the course of the war, Confederate ships built in England damaged or destroyed some 250 Union ships. Although Adams was unable to completely prevent the Confederacy from obtaining ships, he did make Bulloch’s job more difficult and prevented some ships from being delivered to the Confederates. As the war dragged on, Adams made it increasingly difficult for the South to acquire ships, most notably in 1863 when he foiled Bulloch’s attempt to obtain two ironclad warships from the Laird firm, the so-called Laird rams. The ships were nearly complete in the summer of 1863, and Adams was desperate to prevent the ships from leaving. Fearful of the results should they fall into Confederate hands, he went so far as to threaten the British with war if they did not prevent the ships from leaving Britain. Even before Adams’s threat, however, the British had decided to withhold the rams. In 1864 Bulloch was successful in obtaining a British merchant ship. Renamed the Shenandoah, it inflicted significant damage on the U.S. whaling fleet in the Arctic Ocean.

Bulloch had less success with the French. Although he managed to secure the construction of several ironclads and cruisers, he had a much harder time arranging for delivery. As it turned out, French emperor Napoleon III placed a great many conditions on the purchase and delivery of the ships, and only one—the Stonewall—ever made it out of a French port. By the time it had arrived in Cuban waters in May 1865, the war was over.

The closest the Confederacy came to obtaining official British recognition and aid was unintentional and arose over the Trent Affair. In October 1861 two Confederate ministers, James Mason and John Slidell, were sent to Europe to represent the Confederacy. On November 8 the British ship Trent, on which the two men were traveling, was stopped by the U.S. Navy steam frigate San Jacinto. The Union crew boarded the Trent and removed Mason and Slidell, violating international law. The British, as well as most of the major European powers, were furious. Britain demanded the release of the Confederate ministers and even began preparations for war. U.S. president Abraham Lincoln stood firmly against war with Britain, and eventually the ministers were released.

Historians still debate how close the Confederacy ever was to gaining diplomatic recognition from England or other European nations. Public opinion toward the war abroad was mixed. There were factory workers in England who were out of work because of shorter supplies of cotton during the war, and some clearly favored intervention on behalf of the South. Others argue, however, that many workers sympathized with the North because they believed that a Union victory would be a victory for free representative government and the better treatment of workers. Regardless of what British citizens may have thought, the British government was reluctant to become involved in a civil conflict, especially given that it would have brought conflict with the United States. In addition, although workers in the cotton industries suffered, other industries in Britain benefited tremendously from the war, providing supplies for the Union war effort. British shipping thrived as a result of the conflict. During the war, the British also began importing more Northern grain. For the British, there were many advantages to neutrality and nonrecognition of the Confederacy.

Another challenge for Southern diplomacy was the issue of slavery. Britain had outlawed slavery years before the war and was decidedly against it. When the war first began, the sole U.S. war aim was to restore the Union. In the summer of 1862, however, when U.S. president Abraham Lincoln decided to issue the Emancipation Proclamation, the war became one of liberation. Once the purpose of the war had changed, it grew increasingly unlikely that the British would intervene on behalf of the South, although Confederate diplomats continued to pursue recognition.

In the first years of the war, Southerners hoped to gain recognition through victories on the battlefield. In the summer of 1862, Confederate general Robert E. Lee decided to invade the North. Lee hoped that by invading Maryland and threatening Washington, D.C., he would demonstrate the South’s military strength, which might earn European recognition. On the eve of the campaign, there was talk in Britain and France of offering to mediate an end to the fighting. Historians still debate how close the British and French were to extending this offer, which would have essentially meant recognition of Southern independence. The Union Army of the Potomac stopped Lee’s invasion at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and although the victory was not a decisive one, it was sufficient to quiet talk of mediation and give President Lincoln the impetus to issue the Emancipation Proclamation.

After the victory at Antietam, Lincoln announced the preliminary draft of the proclamation, which added the abolition of slavery to the Union war aims.

The Emancipation Proclamation along with the Confederate surrender of Vicksburg, Mississippi, on July 4, 1863, and the Union victory at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) doomed any chance of achieving diplomatic recognition.

Confederate diplomats were also dispatched to Mexico, where Emperor Maximilian had been established in power by the French military. President Davis hoped to secure a treaty of mutual assistance and commerce between the Confederacy and Mexico as well as recognition of the Confederacy by France, but this effort came to naught. Mexico’s porous border did provide a significant avenue for trade, allowing the shipment of Southern cotton from Mexican ports and the importation of vital supplies. The relationship between the Mexican regime and the Confederacy was a major concern of Union leaders.

In the end, Confederate diplomacy failed. Although Confederate diplomats and agents abroad were able to send to sea commerce raiders that inflicted considerable damage on Union merchant shipping, in the end they were unable to obtain official recognition or achieve most of their strategic objectives. Diplomatic failure was just one of several factors that contributed to the defeat of the Confederacy in 1865.
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Diplomacy, U.S.

Throughout the Civil War, Union leaders were deeply concerned over the possibility that European states might officially recognize Confederate independence. While the Confederacy sought to secure recognition, the United States vehemently opposed it. Britain and France were the greatest concern, as both were reliant on Southern cotton for their textile mills. The disrupted flow of cotton meant lost jobs and economic hardship in parts of Britain and France. The most pressing issues for the Union were its naval blockade of Southern ports and concerns that it might interfere with U.S.-European relations, the construction of Confederate warships in European yards, French imperial interests in North America, and the international slave trade.

Leading the Union’s diplomatic efforts was Secretary of State William H. Seward, a former Republican Party rival of President Abraham Lincoln and an outspoken antislavery advocate. Even before taking office, Seward warned that European nations might seek to take advantage of a divided United States. He warned that any European intervention in the secession crisis would be met resolutely.

Soon after Lincoln’s inauguration on March 4, 1861, Seward sent the president a memo titled “Some Thoughts for the President’s Consideration.” This bellicose document recommended that U.S. agents be dispatched to Canada, Central America, and Mexico to rally popular sentiment against European imperialism while simultaneously demanding that European powers explain their meddling or risk war. Seward clearly had France in mind. That country had made no secret of its desire to impose a regime on Mexico. Lincoln informed Seward that he was determined to pursue a less aggressive stance and reminded the secretary that any final decision on foreign policy rested with the president.

One of the most salient diplomatic questions during the Civil War was the Union’s naval blockade of the Confederate Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico coasts. A key component of the Union’s Anaconda Plan, the blockade was designed to prevent Southern exports of cotton while cutting off imports of European manufactured goods, including arms and ammunition. The issue of the legality of the blockade arose immediately after its imposition. In 1856 on the conclusion of the Treaty of Paris, which ended the Crimean War (1854–1856), Britain, France, and Russia had also signed the Declaration of Paris. It mandated an end to privateering but also included a provision that held that blockades, in order to be binding, must be effective, that is to say, maintained by a force sufficient to prevent access to the coast of the enemy. The United States was not a signatory to the declaration, but Southern agents noted successful instances of blockade-running as proof of the Union Navy’s inability to maintain a legally binding blockade. Confederate agents also believed that should Britain declare the Union blockade illegal, British intervention or recognition of the Confederacy would soon follow.

The Union’s declaration of a blockade, however, was sufficient for the British government, led by Prime Minister John Henry Temple, Lord Palmerston, and Foreign Minister Lord John Russell. While recognizing Confederate belligerency, the British government proclaimed its official neutrality on May 14, 1861. France quickly followed the British lead. Britain’s public declaration nonetheless angered Seward, who threatened a U.S. declaration of war if London officially recognized Confederate independence. While relations with Britain and France remained tenuous into the immediate postwar years, U.S.-Russian relations remained positive. Russia steadfastly supported the Union, and the 1863 visits by Russian fleets to San Francisco and New York demonstrated a solidarity that further discouraged British and French support for the Confederacy.

But the Union’s London agent, Charles Francis Adams, delivered a nuanced version of the warning to the British, thereby averting conflict.

Having stopped short of diplomatic recognition of the Confederacy, the British declaration frustrated Southern diplomats. Former U.S. representative from Alabama and Confederate senator William Lowndes Yancey was then dispatched to Europe to win official recognition in late 1861, but he resigned when Lord Russell agreed that he would no longer entertain Confederate officials. Replacing Yancey were James Mason of Virginia and John Slidell of Louisiana.

Mason and Slidell were bound for London and Paris, respectively, but both had to escape from Charleston, South Carolina, on a blockade-runner to Havana, Cuba, where they subsequently boarded the British steamer Trent. Union Navy captain Charles Wilkes, commanding the U.S. Navy screw frigate San Jacinto on a mission to intercept the Trent on November 8, 1861, stopped the British ship off the coast of Cuba and removed the Southern envoys. Wilkes’s actions initially received congressional encouragement, but the arrests of diplomats on a British-flagged ship angered the Palmerston government and nearly brought war. Lincoln agreed to release Mason and Slidell the following month, as the U.S. government could ill afford a war with the British while it waged the Civil War.

British construction of some of the most active of the Confederacy’s commerce raiders also aggravated the blockade dispute at a time when the Confederates had dealt severe blows to the Union’s military effort. In the spring and summer of 1862, Confederate agent James Bulloch employed a variety of tricks and forged documents to arrange for British shipbuilders to construct ships that would be armed in ports out of sight of Union spies. The U.S. consul at Liverpool, Thomas H. Dudley, was the man in charge of Union spies in London in support of Adams’s overall diplomatic mission. Both CSS Florida and CSS Alabama were products of Bulloch’s efforts and were responsible for capturing or destroying more than 100 Union merchant ships. Although Dudley responded by collecting evidence of the ships’ true destinations and intent to arm the vessels in violation of the British Foreign Enlistment Act, he was repeatedly frustrated by friction in the British legal system, incompetent bureaucrats, and Liverpool officials who were sympathetic to the Confederacy. While commerce raiding had little effect on the military outcome of the war for the Union, the damage to the U.S. merchant marine, the cost of insuring commercial ships, and the diversion of some Union blockade vessels were persistent drains on Union resources.

Union military reverses in 1862 also encouraged imperial ambitions in France. French emperor Napoleon III had already stationed troops in Mexico in an attempt to overthrow the regime of Mexican president Benito Juárez. After years of bloody civil war between liberal and conservative factions in Mexico, the liberals had triumphed, but the situation remained desperate. Juárez was forced to announce a temporary suspension of debt payments, which prompted European intervention. Under the October 1861 Convention of London, a multinational military force was dispatched to Mexico to enforce debt collection. While Britain and Spain cut satisfactory deals with the Juárez regime and removed their forces from Mexico, France remained, turning its debt collection mission into a military conquest. Union support for Juárez prompted the Confederacy to support France and authorize Slidell to exchange cotton shipments for assistance against Juárez if Paris officially recognized the Confederacy and helped break the Union blockade. However, Napoleon wisely refused to act unless Britain also assisted in lifting the blockade, and thus nothing came of the Confederate overture.

But in any event, Napoleon proceeded with his Mexican plans. After a significant defeat in the Battle of Puebla (May 5, 1862), by June 1863 French soldiers had captured Mexico City with the goal of installing Habsburg archduke Ferdinand Maximilian as emperor of Mexico by 1864. This angered and concerned U.S. officials, including Seward, who feared European influence so close to American territory and viewed the intervention as a blatant violation of the 1823 Monroe Doctrine. The United States responded by refusing to recognize the French government in Mexico and recalling its diplomatic delegation from Mexico City. Lincoln took military action as well after troops became available after the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). On September 8, 1863, Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks made an ill-fated attack in Texas at the Sabine Pass on the Texas-Louisiana border. Banks made more progress against Brownsville, Texas, on November 2–6, 1863. Union forces then encamped along the Mexican border as a token warning against Napoleon’s plans.

Once Union victory in the Civil War was secured, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant sent a significant military force to Texas under the command of Major General Philip Sheridan, whose reputation for aggressiveness and success on the battlefield made clear U.S. intentions. Seward, too, intensified his diplomatic efforts. Napoleon subsequently reduced the French military presence in Mexico and quashed Confederate efforts to build warships in France. Still, Maximilian I would remain in power until 1867. One important upshot of U.S. opposition to French imperial efforts and the ill-fated Maximilian regime and support for the legitimate Juárez government was dramatically improved U.S.-Mexican relations.

The Union’s military plight by mid-1862 drove Britain, France, and Russia to consider mediating a cease-fire that would have all but recognized the Confederacy’s independence. But Union major general George B. McClellan’s strategic victory at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) weakened the Confederate military cause, while Lincoln’s subsequent Emancipation Proclamation transformed the nature of the struggle into one at least partially dedicated to abolishing slavery in the South. The European powers thus did not press the issue of mediation.

Lincoln’s official release of the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, although it freed slaves only in areas of the Confederacy not under Union control and did not free slaves in loyal slave states such as Maryland, Missouri, and Kentucky, appealed to Britain’s antislavery proponents and rejuvenated the efforts to end the international slave trade. Napoleon may have cared less about slavery, but he would not act without Britain. This effectively marked the end of Confederate diplomacy in Europe. The only contentious issue remaining between the United States and Europe was the construction of Confederate commerce raiders in European shipyards.

In mid-1862, Confederate agent Bulloch had contracted with the Laird Shipbuilding Company in Liverpool to construct ironclad rams. Even the normally poised Adams, the Union minister in London, balked mightily at the prospect of Laird rams running loose in Northern harbors. Indeed, he doggedly badgered Britain’s Foreign Office with warnings of reprisal if the Confederates were to take possession of such vessels. British authorities split on the matter in April 1863, with the Court of the Exchequer overruling Palmerston’s decision to seize the Confederate raider Alexandra on the basis of its warlike structure—despite the vessel’s lack of guns. Adams was threatening war over the crisis by early September 1863, but Palmerston had already decided to block the Laird rams.

In the end, U.S. diplomacy during the war was successful in that it avoided war with outside nations, prevented other powers from recognizing the Confederacy or intervening in the rebellion, and protected vital U.S. interests. Some have viewed Secretary Seward’s policies as reckless, but the diplomat was actually carrying out a delicate and deliberate strategy of bluff and gamble, which was his only viable choice given the relatively weak position in which the United States found itself during the first two years of the war.

The end of the war did not mean the end of wartime diplomacy, as efforts to drive France out of Mexico intensified, and U.S. leaders sought reparations from Great Britain for the damages exacted by Confederate commerce raiders. The arbitrated 1872 settlement of the so-called Alabama Claims (a reference to the most formidable of the Confederate raiders), a major diplomatic victory for Seward and the United States, restored the friendly relationship between the two nations.
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Discipline

During the Civil War, the need for discipline in both the Union and Confederate military establishments often clashed with the perceived rights of soldiers and sailors to maintain their individuality. The fact that most who served in the war were not professional military men but instead were volunteers created difficulties in meting out discipline. Volunteers, many of whom knew each other in civilian life as neighbors, customers, or employers, did not understand the importance of discipline in achieving military success. As the war progressed and the ranks of the volunteers were filled by draftees, bounty jumpers, and latecomers to the army, the volunteer regiments began to follow the lead of the regular army in enforcing standardized discipline.

The Articles of War in the U.S. Army Regulations defined proper conduct and set punishments for the misconduct of officers and enlisted men. Offenses for enlisted men were generally related to performance of duties and respect for superiors. Punishment could take the form of fines, demotion (for noncommissioned officers), or death in extreme cases. Flogging was used only for charges of desertion. This specific punishment was abolished by an act of Congress of August 5, 1861. The last known floggings were two soldiers in the 3rd U.S. Infantry at Centreville, Virginia, in July 1861.

Offenses for officers were related to performance of duties and to the administrative details of military management. The punishment for officers could be as drastic as death (for giving aid to the enemy). Punishment for administrative offenses included fines, confinement, or cashiering.

Major offenses were tried by three types of court-martial. Garrison courts-martial were called by the commander of an army post. Regimental courts-martial were called by the regimental commander. General courts-martial were called to decide all charges against officers and any charges that could result in death for enlisted men or officers.

Courts-martial courts consisted of 3 to 13 officers. A court-martial sentence was passed by a majority of the court. In the case of a death sentence, at least two-thirds of the court had to vote for this sentence. The death sentence was normally administered in front of the regiment, brigade, or division to make an example of the offender. Other serious forms of punishment included drumming out of camp, confinement in the guardhouse, hard labor at Rip Raps (Virginia) or the Dry Tortugas (Florida), and hanging.

For lesser offenses or minor infractions, a company commander would usually authorize informal punishments. Usual types of company punishment included walking in a circle for several hours with a heavy pack or log on the shoulders, assignment of extra fatigue duty, or sitting on a raised wooden plank with the feet unable to touch the ground. Other punishments included the tying of a cannon ball to the feet, bucking and gagging, and tying up a soldier by his thumbs with only his toes touching the ground. In the artillery, an offender could be tied hand and foot to the spare wheel on the caisson. The wheel was given a quarter turn, and the soldier was suspended by one wrist and ankle for hours. Another artillery punishment was to brace a soldier with his chest on the sharp stakes of the forage box on the back of a wagon; he then lifted up his feet so that his entire body weight was resting on the stakes.

The Confederate Army took its regulations and articles of war almost verbatim from the U.S. Army. However, Southern officers were less disposed to impose discipline than were their Northern counterparts. General Robert E. Lee admitted to President Jefferson Davis after crossing into Maryland in 1862 that his army suffered a “severe discipline problem,” as evidenced by the many stragglers.

Discipline in the navy was complicated by the boring and repetitive nature of seagoing work, and the application of discipline was affected by class differences. Naval officers came predominantly from the upper or middle social classes, while sailors tended to be from the lower or working classes.

There were three levels of legal proceedings to deal with naval discipline. A captain’s mast or shipboard court was used by the ship’s captain for minor infractions. Punishment abuses most often occurred at captain’s masts and when ships were far away from authority figures. To prevent excessive punishment at captain’s masts, the U.S. Navy set up a code of punishments for specific classes of offenses in the revised regulations of 1862.

The general court-martial tried the more serious offenses of murder, mutiny, desertion, spying, and cowardice. The court could impose any sentence, including death. A summary court-martial tried crimes such as theft, insubordination, and violations of naval regulations. Flogging in the navy was abolished by Congress in 1850. Without flogging, the chief means of punishment were withholding pay or privileges, confinement (either with or without irons), solitary confinement on bread and water, withholding liberty ashore, added duties, and dishonorable discharge.

In an effort to reduce the effects of alcohol on discipline, the Reform Act of 1862 abolished the grog (mainly rum) ration and substituted for it a pay increase of five cents per day. The ban on alcohol, however, initially lowered morale and caused the sailors to engage in subtle defiance of navy regulations. The passive resistance of the sailors was met in turn by more harsh application of disciplinary actions, and a vicious cycle was thus created.

Naval disciplinary issues were similar in the Confederacy. The Confederate Navy had the added challenge of crews with a large contingent of foreigners, at least in the commerce raiders. Confederate regulations required quarterly reports of punishments, including the captain’s mast. Based on these reports, there are few indications that Confederate naval officers abused their punishment authority.
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District Emancipation Act

Law signed on April 16, 1862, abolishing slavery in the District of Columbia. Since the Civil War began in April 1861, the issue of slavery in Washington, D.C., had been a considerable source of contention for the U.S. government. The continuation of slavery in the nation’s capital city did not sit well with many European governments, complicating American diplomacy, and provided more grist for U.S. abolitionists, who were increasing their demands for immediate emancipation.

By the winter of 1862 when Congress began to deliberate on emancipation in Washington, there were perhaps 2,000 or so slaves residing within the district. Their value was estimated at about $2 million. The first emancipation bill introduced in Congress was sponsored by Senator Henry Wilson, a Republican from Massachusetts. The bill called for the immediate emancipation of all slaves in Washington and the appropriation of $1 million to compensate slave owners for their losses. A number of legislators from the border states fought the legislation not necessarily on moral grounds but instead because they believed that the preset compensation amount to slave owners was too low. The compensation was to be determined by a special commission.

Wilson and other champions of the bill touted its moral attributes, arguing that all individuals were entitled to freedom and certain basic rights. However, a majority of Washington’s white citizens feared that emancipating so many slaves would jeopardize their socioeconomic interests. These trepidations were at least partly mitigated by a rider to the legislation that would permit the colonization of new freedmen to other nations, with the consent of the freedmen themselves.

In the end, the legislation garnered two-thirds majorities in both the House and Senate, which completed the Emancipation Act on April 14, 1862. It was signed into law by President Lincoln two days later. By the end of the summer, African American slaves living in the District of Columbia were freed, and they were extended all civil rights under the U.S. Constitution with the exception of jury duty. Some 1,000 former slave owners filed for compensation with the congressional commission, nearly all of whom were rewarded the maximum amount allowable by the law.
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Divers, Bridget

Birth Date: ca. 1840

Death Date: ca. October 1915

Union nurse and a Daughter of the Regiment. An Irish immigrant from a working-class background, Bridget Divers—also known as Bridget Deavers, Devens, or Devins—was born around 1840 and joined the 1st Michigan Cavalry with her husband and perhaps her child in 1861. Most details of Divers’s life remain a mystery, although it is clear that she served as a Daughter of the Regiment, part of a female support staff of the volunteer regiments. Daughters of the Regiment served a variety of roles, including cook, laundress, sutler, and nurse. Some of these women also undertook military roles on the battlefield.

Known to her comrades as Irish Biddy or Michigan Bridget, Divers earned a reputation for her willingness to remain with her regiment no matter the dangers. One of the best-known episodes of her military career came at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), when Confederate forces surprised Union troops with a sudden attack. While many soldiers responded immediately, others panicked and resisted attempts by their officers to rally them. According to soldiers’ accounts of the battle, the order to advance was all but ignored until Divers waved her cap in the air, urging them to fight to avenge her husband, who had been wounded. The men rallied and drove the Confederates back.

Divers’s wartime reputation also resulted from the nurturing stance she took toward the “boys” of her regiment. Several accounts detail her unwavering devotion late in the war. After a raid in which the regiment’s colonel was wounded and a captain was killed, Divers cared for the wounded and escorted the colonel by train to a hospital. Upon her arrival at the hospital, she discovered that the body of the captain had been left on the field. Unwilling to leave him behind, Divers reportedly rode her horse 15 miles behind Confederate lines, recovered the captain’s body, and brought it to the hospital. She then obtained a coffin and saw that his body was sent home.

Divers performed another important service for the men of her regiment as coordinator of their movements. She kept an unofficial directory detailing the whereabouts of the men and tracking their needs for supplies and armaments. Regimental commanders often directed inquiries about men in the regiment to Divers. Her heroism on the field, skills as a coordinator, and concern for the men of the 1st Michigan gained her the respect not only of the men of the regiment but also of U.S. Sanitary Commission officials and other female army nurses.

Little is known about Divers’s postwar life, although it appears that she served with the army as a laundress in the far West. The circumstances of her death are not known, but she may have died in October 1915.
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Dix, Dorothea Lynde

Birth Date: April 4, 1802

Death Date: July 17, 1887

Renowned medical reformer, nurse, and superintendent of Union Army nurses. Dorothea Lynde Dix was born in Hampden, Maine (then part of Massachusetts), on April 4, 1802, and at age 12 moved to Boston to live with her grandmother. Dix worked for a time as a teacher, then operated a finishing school for women in Boston and authored several undistinguished books. In 1834 she traveled to Europe and visited numerous asylums for the mentally ill, hoping to bring reform to such facilities in the United States. Thus began a decades-long crusade to reform institutions for the mentally disabled and the poor. Dix spent years lobbying Congress and local politicians to support her reforms, and by the mid-1850s she had secured from Congress legislation that allotted thousands of acres of federal land for the construction of modern and humane mental institutions. In the late 1850s Dix returned to Europe to study the management and physical layout of various hospitals, including military facilities.

In April 1861 when the Civil War began, Dix volunteered her services to the War Department. Appointed superintendent of all army nurses on June 10, 1861, she immediately began to recruit and appoint nurses and established efficient systems of management and medical delivery. During the war, she personally appointed more than 3,000 nurses. Dix also had charge of vast quantities of hospital supplies, which were distributed through her office in Washington, D.C. She maintained very stringent standards for nurse recruiting and training, which alienated some would-be nurses and greatly annoyed some army doctors, who did not like to be beholden to a female nurse such as Dix. Some nurses referred to her as “Dragon Dix,” but most soon came to appreciate her exacting guidelines.

In October 1863 the surgeon general trimmed some of Dix’s authority as a result of physicians’ complaints. Order No. 351 empowered surgeons to appoint their own employees, including nurses. Dix was undeterred, however, and redoubled her efforts to provide the best nursing care possible among the employees she still controlled. She also tried to prevent her nurses from becoming victims of unwanted advances by male doctors, which infuriated some physicians all the more.

[image: image]

Dorothea Dix was world renowned for her advocacy of medical reform, especially regarding the mentally ill, and her service as superintendent of Union Army nurses during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

When supplies were short, Dix often raised private funds and purchased them herself. She toured many hospitals during the war and even operated a home where nurses could rest during leaves and furloughs. Dix accomplished all of this without receiving any pay from the government.

After the war, Dix continued her advocacy work on behalf of the mentally ill and the indigent and founded a hospital in Trenton, New Jersey, where she died on July 17, 1887.
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Dix, John Adams

Birth Date: July 24, 1798

Death Date: April 21, 1879

U.S. politician, army officer, and diplomat. John Adams Dix was born on July 24, 1798, in Boscawen, New Hampshire. At the beginning of the War of 1812, he secured a commission as an ensign at age 14, serving under his father, Lieutenant Colonel Timothy Dix. The younger Dix rose to the rank of captain before resigning his commission in 1828.

Dix practiced law in Cooperstown, New York, during 1828–1830 and also oversaw his father-in-law’s landholdings. Appointed New York adjutant general in 1830, Dix moved to Albany. From 1833 to 1839, he was New York secretary of state.

In 1845 Dix was elected U.S. senator, serving until 1849. He was especially interested in foreign affairs. He also held Free Soil ideas and came to be associated with the antislavery Barnburner group of the Democrats. From 1854 to 1857, Dix was president of the Mississippi & Missouri Railway and the Chicago & Rock Island Railway. In 1860–1861 he was postmaster of the City of New York.

In January 1861 President James Buchanan appointed Dix secretary of the treasury, in which post he served ably but briefly until March, when he was replaced by Salmon P. Chase, appointed by President Abraham Lincoln. While secretary, Dix had issued what became known as the American Flag Dispatch, in which he ordered that “if anyone attempts to haul down the American flag, shoot him on the spot.”

Dix was rewarded for his ardent defense of the Union with a major generalcy of volunteers on May 16, 1861, making him the ranking volunteer officer during the war. Although Dix never held a field command, he did command a number of military departments, including both Maryland and Pennsylvania early in the war. The first of these, the Maryland command, was particularly important to the Union cause, for Dix prevented the state legislature from meeting and thus undoubtedly prevented Maryland from seceding.

Dix commanded the Middle Department (winter of 1861–1862), then the Department of Virginia (June 1862–July 1863), and finally the Department of the East (July 1863–April 1865). In July 1862 he reached an agreement with Confederate major general Daniel H. Hill for the exchange of prisoners; it became known as the Dix-Hill Cartel. Dix also oversaw suppression of the New York City Draft Riots of July 1863.

Dix resigned after the end of the war and was U.S. minister to France (1866–1869). In 1872 he was nominated by the Republican Party as governor of New York. Elected, he served from 1873 to 1875. Dix spent the remainder of his life in retirement in New York City, appearing occasionally on behalf of his civil service reform groups. He published several books, including A Winter in Madeira (1850), A Summer in Spain and Florence (1850), Speeches and Occasional Addresses (1864), a translation of Dies Irae (1863), and a translation of Stabat Mater (1863). Dix died on April 21, 1879, in New York City. Present-day U.S. Army Fort Dix in New Jersey is named for him.
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Dixie

Nickname for the Old South and the Confederacy; also a shortened form of the song title “I Wish I Was in Dixie” (also known as “Dixie’s Land”). There are three theories on the term’s origin. In the early 1800s, the Citizen’s Bank of New Orleans issued $10 notes (dix is French for “ten”), which English-speaking Southerners came to call “dixies.” Over time, the French-speaking parts of Louisiana became known as Dixieland. According to another theory, the term came from a “Mr. Dixy,” a Manhattan slave owner whose residence people knew as a paradise of material comforts. Finally, the term may have derived from Jeremiah Dixon, who surveyed the Mason-Dixon Line between 1763 and 1767 with Charles Mason. This line became the Maryland-Pennsylvania border and, after the 1820 Missouri Compromise, the division between free states and slave states. By 1861, the term had come to denote the geographic region encompassing the Southern states that seceded from the Union. After 1865, many Southerners correlated the term “Dixie” with this region historically and psychologically.

“Dixie” is also the shortened form of “I Wish I Was in Dixie,” a very popular song about the South composed and published in 1859 by Daniel Decatur Emmett from Ohio. The Snowden family, who were free African American musicians, apparently taught Emmett the song. The lyrics came from a letter that Evelyn Snowden wrote to her father in which she longed for life in the South. After Emmett’s blackface minstrel show premiered the song in New York City, it quickly became popular and was widely known simply as “Dixie” (or “Dixie’s Land”).

After a band played “Dixie” at the inauguration of Confederate president Jefferson Davis on February 18, 1861, it became the unofficial Confederate anthem. The song was also played at Abraham Lincoln’s 1861 inauguration and in Washington and Richmond after General Robert E. Lee’s surrender on April 9, 1865. Today some people perceive the term “Dixie” as offensive and racist, while others view it as a part of the South’s cultural heritage.
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Dockery, Thomas Pleasant

Birth Date: December 18, 1833

Death Date: February 27, 1898

Confederate officer. Thomas Pleasant Dockery was born on December 18, 1833, in Montgomery County, North Carolina. As a child he moved first to Tennessee and then to Arkansas, where his father became a planter. When the Civil War began, Dockery was a colonel of Arkansas state troops; he later became a colonel of the 19th Arkansas Infantry Regiment and saw action at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861). There he was credited with outflanking the Union left and leading the assault that drove Union troops from the field.

Dockery next found himself at the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862) before taking command of Arkansas’s Middle Sub-District. He also participated in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), during which he assumed command of a brigade; he surrendered with his brigade when the city fell. Soon exchanged, he was advanced to brigadier general on August 10, 1863. Dockery led troops during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) and the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864). He especially distinguished himself at the Battle of Jenkins’ Ferry (April 30, 1864).

In May 1865 Dockery was selected to officially surrender all Arkansas troops. He had by then lost his property in the state. He subsequently became a civil engineer in Houston, Texas, before dying on February 27, 1898, in New York City.
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Dodge, Grenville Mellen

Birth Date: April 12, 1831

Death Date: January 3, 1916

Union officer, politician, and railroad executive. Born in Danvers, Massachusetts, on April 12, 1831, Grenville Mellen Dodge was educated at Dunham Academy in New Hampshire and then at Norwich University in Vermont, from which he graduated with a degree in civil engineering in 1851. He moved to Iowa that same year and was an engineer and a surveyor for railroads, including the Union Pacific Railroad. He also became a partner in the Baldwin & Dodge Banking Firm.

Dodge organized the Council Bluffs Guards and was commissioned a colonel in the 4th Iowa Infantry Regiment in July 1861 after the start of the Civil War. Shortly thereafter, he received command of the 1st Brigade, 4th Division, in the Army of Southwest Missouri. Dodge fought in the Battle of Pea Ridge (Elkhorn Tavern) in Arkansas (March 7–8, 1862), when he had three horses shot from under him and was wounded in the side. Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers for his role in that battle, he took command of the District of the Mississippi, earning the attention of Major General Ulysses S. Grant for his espionage networks and for rebuilding the Mobile & Ohio Railroad and other western railroads, which proved vital to Grant’s western campaigns.

Promoted to major general of volunteers in June 1864, Dodge commanded XVI Corps during Major General William T. Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Dodge led his corps in the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864) and the Battle of Ezra Church on July 28. Wounded in the head by a Confederate sharpshooter on August 19, 1864, during the Siege of Atlanta, he returned to active duty that December as commander of the Department of the Missouri, a post he held until the end of the war. The department was subsequently expanded to include the Departments of Kansas, Nebraska, and Utah. His camp in Kansas was known as Fort Dodge. Later it became Dodge City. Dodge’s soldiers were kept busy against Confederate guerrillas and Native Americans.

Resigning his army commission in May 1866, Dodge returned to the railroad business as chief engineer of the Union Pacific Railroad. In this position, he became a key figure in the construction of the Transcontinental Railroad. Dodge also won election to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Republican from Iowa and served one term (1867–1869). He spent much of his time away from the capital, however, engaged in railroad construction, but while in Washington he lobbied forcefully for the railroads and internal improvements in the West. Employed by financier Jay Gould in 1873, Dodge supervised the laying of some 9,000 miles of railroad track. Later he also supervised the laying of railroad track in Cuba. Involved in a number of different businesses, Dodge became immensely wealthy, with a fortune estimated at some $25 million.

A staunch Republican and a personal friend and confidant of President William McKinley and Secretary of War Russell A. Alger, Dodge believed that war with Spain would bring economic instability. He later chaired the so-called Dodge Commission that investigated the practices of the War Department during the war with Spain.

Dodge retired to Council Bluffs, Iowa. He wrote several books of recollections of the Civil War and construction of the Transcontinental Railroad. Dodge died at Council Bluffs on January 3, 1916.
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Doles, George Pierre

Birth Date: May 14, 1830

Death Date: June 2, 1864

Confederate officer. George Pierre Doles was born on May 14, 1830, in Milledgeville, Georgia. He was a businessman and a militia captain prior to the Civil War. After Georgia seceded in 1861, Doles’s militia company was incorporated into the 4th Georgia Infantry Regiment.

For nearly a year, Doles was in Norfolk, Virginia, on guard duty before he became colonel of the 4th Georgia in May 1862. Now part of the Army of Northern Virginia, Doles’s regiment was present at the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862), where he was briefly stunned by the explosion of a Union shell. Doles then saw action at South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and Antietam (September 17), where the 4th Georgia distinguished itself. Doles was advanced to brigadier general on November 1, 1862.

In January 1863 Doles received command of a brigade of four Georgia regiments. He rendered invaluable service at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where he helped lead a surprise assault on the second day of combat. On May 3 Doles’s concentrated attacks helped ensure a Confederate victory in the battle. Doles was similarly conspicuous during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Doles led a brigade well during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), but at Spotsylvania Court House on May 10 the Federals captured some 350 of his men. Then considered one of the ablest brigade commanders in the Army of Northern Virginia, Doles was shot dead by a Union sniper on June 2 during the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864).
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Donelson, Daniel Smith

Birth Date: June 23, 1801

Death Date: April 17, 1863

Tennessee political leader and Confederate officer. Daniel Smith Donelson was born in Sumner County, Tennessee, on June 23, 1801, into a politically prominent family (his father was President Andrew Jackson’s law partner and brother-in-law). In 1825 Donelson graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and was commissioned a second lieutenant of artillery, but he resigned only five months later in January 1826 to become a planter in Sumner County. A member of the Tennessee Militia, he was promoted to brigadier general in 1829.

In 1834, however, Donelson resigned his militia post and moved to Florida as a planter. He returned to Tennessee only two years later, resuming his role as a planter there. From 1841 to 1843, Donelson served in the Tennessee House of Representatives. He was reelected in 1855 and was serving as its Speaker when the Civil War began and Tennessee seceded, an action that he fully supported.

With the start of the war, Donelson gave up his legislative post to accept appointment as a brigadier general in the Tennessee Militia from Governor Isham G. Harris. Assigned by Harris to select defensive sites for forts, Donelson selected the location for the fort on the Cumberland River that would bear his name as well as Fort Henry on the Tennessee River, named for Senator Gustavus A. Henry. On July 9, 1861, Donelson received a brigadier general’s commission in the Confederate Army.

Donelson then served in western Virginia and in Charleston, South Carolina, before being reassigned to the Army of Tennessee. He took part in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862) and the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where he particularly distinguished himself when his unit captured more than 1,000 Union soldiers and 11 guns. Donelson was then appointed commander of the Department of East Tennessee. The Confederate Congress approved his promotion to major general on April 22, 1863, to date from January 17, without being aware of his death, from natural causes, probably in Montvale Springs, south of Knoxville, on April 17, 1863.
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Doubleday, Abner

Birth Date: June 26, 1819

Death Date: January 26, 1893

Union officer. Abner Doubleday was born on June 26, 1819, in Ballston Spa, New York. He is often and erroneously credited with inventing the sport of baseball. Doubleday graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 3rd Artillery. He performed several tours of garrison duty along the Atlantic coast before seeing action in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Doubleday was promoted to first lieutenant in 1847.

A captain since 1855, Doubleday was serving at Fort Sumter (Charleston, South Carolina) under Major Robert Anderson during the Confederate’s bombardment of the fort on April 12, 1861. Anderson granted Doubleday the honor of firing the first Union shots of the Civil War in response. Taken prisoner when Fort Sumter surrendered and exchanged shortly thereafter, Doubleday was promoted to major and commanded the 17th U.S. Infantry in the Shenandoah Valley for several months.

Doubleday advanced to brigadier general of volunteers in February 1862, fighting at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862). He was a division commander in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Promoted to major general of volunteers on November 29, 1862, Doubleday next saw action at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).

On the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Doubleday led the Union force (3rd Division, I Corps, Army of the Potomac) to relieve Brigadier General John Buford’s cavalry. Gettysburg should have been Doubleday’s finest hour. He succeeded to the command of I Corps when his superior, Major General John F. Reynolds, was killed, after which Doubleday capably held the ground. Major General George G. Meade, commanding the Army of the Potomac, found fault with Doubleday’s performance, however, and replaced him with Major General John Newton, Doubleday’s junior in rank. Doubleday returned to his division and performed well for the remaining two days of battle, especially during Pickett’s Charge. Doubleday remained livid over Meade’s treatment, however, and on July 5, 1863, withdrew from active service. For the rest of the war, Doubleday filled administrative positions in Washington, D.C., and vindictively testified against Meade during hearings by the congressional Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War. Doubleday nonetheless received brevets in the regular army through major general.
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U.S. Army captain Abner Doubleday fired the first Union shot of the Civil War on April 12, 1861, returning Confederate fire directed against Union-held Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. (Library of Congress)

After the war, Doubleday reverted to the permanent rank of lieutenant colonel and served with the 17th U.S. Infantry in Texas and San Francisco. Promoted to colonel in 1867, he returned to Texas, commanding the 24th U.S. Infantry, an African American unit. He retired in December 1873. Doubleday settled in Mendham, New Jersey, where he composed vitriolic memoirs about the Civil War before dying on January 26, 1893.
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Douglas, Henry Kyd

Birth Date: September 29, 1838

Death Date: December 18, 1903

Confederate officer. Henry Kyd Douglas was born on September 29, 1838, at Shepherdstown, Virginia (now West Virginia). He graduated from Franklin and Marshall College in 1858, studied law for two years, and was admitted to the bar at Charleston, Virginia (West Virginia). He was living in St. Louis, Missouri, when the Civil War began in 1861.

Within a week of Virginia’s secession on April 17, 1861, Douglas returned home and enlisted as a private in the 2nd Virginia Infantry Regiment, part of the Stonewall Brigade. He fought at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and was made a second lieutenant in August. Coming to the attention of Brigadier General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, Douglas volunteered for courier duty. In March 1862 Jackson appointed him acting assistant adjutant general, a staff position. Douglas was soon promoted to captain.

Douglas served with Jackson in the Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and also saw action in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). After Jackson died at Guinea Station on May 10, 1863, Douglas joined the staff of Major General Edward Johnson and was promoted to major. Douglas was severely wounded and captured at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Imprisoned at Johnson’s Island, Ohio, he was exchanged in March 1864. Douglas rejoined the Confederate Army and after another year of staff duty was given command of a Virginia brigade in Major General John Brown Gordon’s corps in March 1865. Douglas led the brigade during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), during which he was twice wounded. Although he was apparently promised a promotion to brigadier, the Confederacy collapsed before it was delivered.

Although paroled after the war, Douglas was harassed by overzealous Union agents and incarcerated for three months at Fort Delaware. Afterward he practiced law in Maryland, sat as a judge, was state adjutant general, and wrote his memoirs. Douglas died on December 18, 1903, at Hagerstown, Maryland.

PAUL DAVID NELSON

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Appomattox Campaign; Bull Run, First Battle of; Bull Run, Second Battle of; Chancellorsville, Battle of; Fredericksburg, First Battle of; Gettysburg, Battle of; Jackson, Thomas Jonathan; Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign; Seven Days’ Campaign; Stonewall Brigade

Further Reading

Douglas, Henry Kyd. I Rode with Stonewall, Being Chiefly the War Experiences of the Youngest Member of Jackson’s Staff from the John Brown Raid to the Hanging of Mrs. Suratt. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1940.

Robertson, James I., Jr. The Stonewall Brigade. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1963.

_______________________

Douglas, Stephen Arnold

Birth Date: April 23, 1813

Death Date: January 3, 1861

Illinois politician and Democratic presidential candidate. Stephen Arnold Douglas was born in Brandon, Vermont, on April 23, 1813, and apprenticed in a local law office until 1833. The following year Douglas moved to Winchester, Illinois, where he was admitted to the bar.

Douglas entered politics as a state’s attorney at the age of 21. In 1836 he was elected as a Democrat to the Illinois House of Representatives. By this time he was an ardent Jacksonian Democrat. After losing a bid for the U.S. House of Representatives in 1838, Douglas was appointed secretary of state for Illinois in 1840 and to the Illinois Supreme Court in 1841.

In 1843 Douglas was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, a position he held until his election to the U.S. Senate in 1847. In the House, he was instrumental in securing passage of legislation granting federal jurisdiction over the Great Lakes. His eloquent defense of a bill to refund Andrew Jackson a fine paid for contempt of a New Orleans court some 20 years earlier led to Douglas’s recognition as a rising figure in the Democratic Party.

Douglas was a staunch supporter of Manifest Destiny. His expansionist views, coupled with his role as chairman of the Committee on Territories, helped secure the annexation of Texas in December 1845 and U.S. territorial expansion as a result of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

By 1847, Douglas had earned sufficient support in Illinois to win a U.S. Senate seat. In the Senate, he also played an increasingly important role in the admission of new states, the formation of territories, and the staging of the transcontinental railroad. While Douglas was in the Senate, the United States granted admission to seven states and organized six territories.

Douglas’s greatest national recognition came from his efforts to maintain a compromise on the expansion of slavery. Although he was never a slave owner himself, his wife had inherited a Southern plantation with slave holdings. Early on, Douglas believed that the institution of slavery was a matter for the states and not the federal government. He was the primary sponsor of the Compromise of 1850, in which he first proposed popular sovereignty, the idea that each territory had the right to control its destiny. The manifestation of this idea was the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 that effectively erased the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and stipulated that slavery could be extended to new territories in the West. This act, however, reinvigorated the tension that ultimately contributed to the Civil War.

In 1858 Abraham Lincoln challenged Douglas for his Senate seat. As part of the election, the two men held a series of seven debates that propelled Lincoln to the national spotlight and cost Douglas much of his Southern support. In his so-called Freeport Doctrine, Douglas defended popular sovereignty in the wake of the Dred Scot decision, which, Lincoln pointed out, contradicted the idea. Douglas maintained that slavery could be prevented from any territory by the refusal of the people living there to pass laws favorable to it. Similarly, if the people of a territory supported slavery, legislation would sanction its existence. Southerners were outraged at this position.

Douglas received the Democratic nomination for presidency in 1860; however, the party split when the Southern delegates walked out of the convention over the issue of slavery and nominated their own candidate, John Breckinridge. Following Lincoln’s victory in the 1860 presidential election, Douglas urged the Southern states to accept the result. From the beginning of the Civil War, Douglas supported Lincoln’s efforts to maintain the Union, no matter the cost. Exhausted and suffering from fever, Douglas died in Chicago on January 3, 1861.
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Douglas Landing, Arkansas, Skirmish at

Event Date: February 22, 1865

Small engagement in Lincoln County, Arkansas. On February 21, 1865, Captain Gurnsey W. Davis led 50 troopers of the 13th Illinois Cavalry from the regimental base at Pine Bluff, Arkansas, to secure cattle and conduct a reconnaissance. The men moved down the Arkansas River to Douglas Landing, where they set up camp in a torrential downpour. Davis was informed that a Confederate force was three miles downriver and was preparing to move to Douglas Landing to burn cotton there to prevent it from falling into Union hands. With the heavy rain precluding an immediate attack on the Confederates, Davis made defensive preparations.

The Confederates struck first. At about 1:00 a.m. on February 22, the Confederates attacked Davis’s camp on both sides, wounding four men. Davis’s men returned fire and then were able to regain their horses and withdraw. During their return to Pine Bluff, the detachment encountered several other groups of Confederates. The experience demonstrated the difficulty, even this late in the war, of operating small Union military units deep in Confederate territory.
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Douglass, Frederick

Birth Date: February 7, 1817

Death Date: February 20, 1895

Former slave, abolitionist, social reformer, and writer. Frederick Douglass was born a slave on February 7, 1817, in Tuckahoe, Maryland. His birth name was Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey. His mother was a slave, but his father, about whom virtually nothing is known, was white. At age 8 Douglass was sent by his master to Baltimore, where he became a domestic servant. There he learned to read and write at a time when the education of slaves was discouraged, if not forbidden. When Douglass was about 16 years old he returned to the Maryland plantation, but he chafed under the strains and restrictions of fieldwork and made several attempts to escape. His master then sent Douglass back to Baltimore, where he became a laborer in a shipyard. Determined to escape his bondage, he fled Baltimore using bogus papers and made his way north. He eventually wed a free black woman and settled in New Bedford, Massachusetts. Working at first as a day laborer, he adopted the name Frederick Douglass in hopes of eluding capture.

While Douglass was speaking at an abolitionist conference in Nantucket, Massachusetts, in 1841, his eloquence and firsthand experiences as a slave caught the attention of the noted abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, who promptly hired him to become a spokesperson for the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society. Soon Douglass was on the speaking circuit, dazzling audiences with his stories about slavery and with his visions of eventual emancipation. Douglass was particularly effective because his largely white audiences were unaccustomed to hearing a black man speak in front of large crowds. Some actually doubted that he had actually been a slave because he was so well educated and well spoken.

In 1845 with the help of Garrison and other abolitionists, Douglass published Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, a short but powerful work in which he detailed his life as a slave, his eventual escape to freedom, and his early years in the abolitionist movement. The book was an immediate success and became perhaps the single most influential abolitionist work of the 19th century. The book is still in publication and is read widely. Later that year Douglass went to Great Britain, where he lectured widely. His trip was at least partly motivated by the desire to escape criticism for his book by proslavery factions and a renewed effort by slave hunters to capture him.

After his return to the United States in 1847, Douglass was able to purchase his freedom by donations from friends and other abolitionists. He also began publishing the North Star, an abolitionist newspaper in Rochester, New York, which he edited for more than 17 years. This publication became an important mouthpiece for the abolitionist movement. In 1855 Douglass published My Bondage and My Freedom, which was followed by The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass (1881), a full treatment of his life to that point in time. He also became involved in other social movements, including the women’s movement and the temperance movement.
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Editor, orator, and abolitionist Frederick Douglass was arguably the foremost African American leader of the 19th century in the United States. (National Archives)

Douglass became a strong supporter of the Free Soil Party and, later, the Republican Party. When the Civil War began in 1861, he immediately saw the conflict as a means to achieve emancipation for all African Americans. He repeatedly urged President Abraham Lincoln to make emancipation a war aim and was frustrated that the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation was not brought forth until September 1862 and not made official until January 1, 1863. Douglass also recommended that the Union begin enlisting African Americas as soldiers, and toward that goal he helped raise two African American infantry regiments in Massachusetts.

After the war, Douglass set his focus on achieving civil rights and equality for African Americans, tasks that were in many respects more difficult than achieving emancipation had been. During the 1870s he published a newspaper in Washington, D.C., dedicated to the cause of civil rights; he also headed the Freedmen’s Bank. When that institution failed, some criticized Douglass for being too trusting. In 1877 he became provost marshal of Washington, D.C. In 1881 he was named recorder of deeds for Washington, D.C.

Douglass was both alarmed and chagrined at the rise of Jim Crow laws, segregation, and increased lynching in the postbellum South, but he never gave up his quest for African American civil rights and equality. From 1889 to 1891, he was U.S. consul general to Haiti. Douglass died on February 20, 1895, in Washington, D.C.
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Dow, Neal

Birth Date: March 20, 1804

Death Date: October 2, 1897

Union officer and avid prohibitionist. Born on March 20, 1804, in Portland, Maine, Neal Dow was raised a devout Quaker. After completing his education, Dow joined his father’s tannery business, eventually becoming quite wealthy. Dow’s Quaker background, his parents’ interest in reform, and what he observed of the evils of drink in the workplace all drew him into the temperance movement of the 1820s and 1830s.

Dow and his colleagues in the Maine temperance movement began to press for statewide prohibition, and in 1846 they persuaded the Maine legislature to pass a law banning the sale of alcohol by the drink. Dow then decided that he must play a more active role in politics to achieve his goal of a stricter prohibition law. In 1851 he was elected mayor of Portland, and that same year he convinced the state legislature to pass the Maine Law of 1851, which forbade the manufacture and sale of all alcohol except for medicinal purposes.

Reelected mayor in 1855, Dow became convinced of the need for an even tougher enforcement measure and that year won passage of the Intensified Maine Law, which provided for the imprisonment of first-time offenders. An antiprohibition riot in Portland in which one rioter was killed by the police, acting on Mayor Dow’s orders, however, led to the repeal of both prohibition laws a year later.

After the beginning of the Civil War, Dow, who was a staunch abolitionist as well as a prohibitionist, became colonel of the 13th Maine Infantry on November 23, 1861. After participating in the capture of New Orleans in April 1862, he was promoted to brigadier general on April 28, 1862, and assigned to command Forts St. Philip and Jackson. He was then given command of the District of Florida. Commanding in the Department of the Gulf, Dow took part in the Siege of Port Hudson (May 21–July 9, 1863). Wounded on May 27, he was sent to a nearby home to recuperate. The Confederates took him prisoner, however, and he was not exchanged until early 1864. In poor health, he resigned his commission in November 1864.

After the war, Dow resumed prohibitionist activities on a full-time basis. As prohibition grew into a national movement, so did Dow’s popularity as a leader and lecturer. In 1880 he ran for president on the Prohibition Party ticket. Dow died in Portland, Maine, on October 2, 1897.
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Dowling, Richard William

Birth Date: 1838

Death Date: September 23, 1867

Confederate officer. Richard William “Dick” Dowling was born in 1838 (the precise date is unknown) in County Galway, Ireland. He immigrated to the United States as a young child. The family settled in New Orleans, but in the early 1850s Dowling and his siblings moved to Houston, Texas, where Dowling operated a string of saloons. In 1859 he enlisted in a local artillery company, and the following year he joined the Davis Guards, consisting chiefly of Irish workers, as a first lieutenant.

In the summer of 1861, Dowling participated in Colonel John S. Ford’s foray down the lower Rio Grande, where the Confederates moved against several Union strongholds, including Fort Brown. In late December 1862 and early January 1863, Dowling was part of the 3rd Texas Artillery that participated in actions around Galveston and helped recapture it from Union control.

Dowling is best known for his actions during the Second Battle of Sabine Pass (September 8, 1863) in Texas. In charge of an artillery battery at Fort Griffin, Dowling with only 47 men and six guns directed withering fire against several Union warships and in just one hour disabled and captured two of the four Union gunboats and turned back the other two gunboats and two transports that were attempting to enter the Sabine River for an invasion of eastern Texas. Dowling’s performance was celebrated throughout the Confederacy, and he received the Thanks of the Confederate Congress.

First Lieutenant Dowling saw no combat after Sabine Pass; instead, he used his popularity to recruit troops in Texas. When the war ended he returned to Houston, where he oversaw his saloons and dabbled in other business ventures. Dowling died in Houston on September 23, 1867, during a yellow fever epidemic.
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Draft Dodgers

Pejorative term for individuals in both the Union and the Confederacy who attempted to evade compulsory military service. The large number of these individuals clearly reflected the unpopularity of the draft and general opposition to the war. During the conflict, both Union and Confederate legislatures enacted conscription laws in response to growing manpower shortages. The Confederate Congress passed a uniform draft law in April 1862, and the U.S. Congress approved a draft in March 1863.

Resistance to the draft laws was immediate. In the Confederacy, the provisions exempting planters who owned more than 20 slaves generated much anger among lower-class white farmers and laborers. Workers and yeoman farmers in the North raged at provisions in the law that allowed wealthy individuals to pay substitutes to serve in their place.

Not surprisingly, many individuals found ways to escape the draft. As federal enrollment officers spread out across the Northern states, thousands of potential draftees fled or went into hiding. Others falsified their vital information, providing false names, addresses, or ages. Many faked illnesses or injury. Others moved to the western territories or went to Canada. Northern draft dodgers were most numerous among poor Irish immigrants. In the South, draft dodgers were most numerous in the Southern hill country, southeastern Texas, the Red River Valley region in Texas and Louisiana, and the Okefenokee Swamp region in southern Georgia. By late in the war, Soldier Camp Island in the Okefenokee had become the temporary home to nearly 1,000 draft dodgers and deserters.

Draft resistance was often violent. Across the North, nearly 100 enrollment officials were injured in attacks by resisters. Southern sympathizers, known as Copperheads, and antiwar Democrats often encouraged these attacks. Draft resistance culminated in the New York City Draft Riots of July 13–17, 1863, which devolved into a race riot and resulted in the deaths of as many as 2,000 people. In the South, antidraft demonstrations were also a common occurrence. Indeed, many draft resisters joined pro-Union partisan bands and harassed impressment gangs and draft officials.

In the end, the North could better manage the problems caused by draft evasion because it had a larger manpower pool from which to draw. For the Confederacy, however, draft dodging was a serious drain on its already limited manpower and helped contribute to the Confederacy’s eventual collapse. Both governments, employing a combination of threats and positive incentives, including amnesties and bounties, sought to bring draft dodgers into the ranks, but these efforts were not completely successful.
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Dranesville, Battle of

Event Date: December 20, 1861

Small engagement at Dranesville (western Fairfax County), Virginia. By mid-December 1861, Union forces under Major General George B. McClellan and Confederates commanded by General Joseph E. Johnston were encamped at Pierpont and Centreville, respectively, about 25 miles west of Washington, D.C. Both generals had difficulty supplying thousands of men, horses, and mules with food and forage. At daylight on December 20, they simultaneously sent hay-foraging parties into the rich farmland around Dranesville, 15 miles north of Centreville on an east-west axis along the Leesburg Pike. The 2,500 Confederates under Brigadier General James E. B. Stuart, consisting of four infantry regiments, an artillery battery, 150 cavalrymen, and hundreds of wagons, marched out of Centreville. Union brigadier general Edward O. C. Ord left Pierpont with some 5,000 men: five Pennsylvania infantry regiments, a battery of four cannon, a squadron of cavalry, and a wagon train.

At noon the Federals entered Dranesville, scattered a few Confederate cavalrymen, and occupied the town. An hour later, Stuart’s soldiers approached from the south. Skirmishers of the 1st Pennsylvania Reserve Rifle Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Leiper Kane, detected them. Kane informed Ord and deployed his soldiers on a hill south of Leesburg Pike. Soon his Pennsylvanians and the Confederate vanguard were skirmishing, while Ord and Stuart hurriedly deployed. Ord sent three regiments to Kane’s right and kept one regiment and the cavalry north of the pike in reserve. He then opened artillery fire against the approaching Confederates. Meanwhile, Stuart aligned his four regiments confronting the Pennsylvanians in woods 300 yards to the south and began returning cannon fire, although his guns were soon put out of action.

As Stuart deployed his infantry, men of the 6th South Carolina mistook the 1st Kentucky for Union troops and began shooting; the Kentuckians returned fire. Hearing this exchange, soldiers of the 9th Pennsylvania charged the Confederate line but were quickly repulsed. Stuart then advanced the 11th Virginia and 10th Alabama Regiments against Kane’s soldiers, many of whom had taken refuge in a brick house. After a 30-minute firefight in which the Confederates were bested, Stuart shifted the 11th Virginia to the right. There the Virginians were staggered by volleys from a concealed company of the 10th Pennsylvania and retreated into the woods. At 3:00 p.m. Stuart, his attacks unsuccessful, ordered a withdrawal. Ord pursued him for half a mile but inflicted no further losses. In the battle, Union forces suffered 71 casualties, while the Confederates sustained 230.
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Drayton, Percival

Birth Date: August 25, 1812

Death Date: August 4, 1865

Union naval officer. Born outside Charleston, South Carolina, at his family’s Magnolia Plantation on August 25, 1812, Percival Drayton was the son of a prominent lawyer who eventually relocated to Philadelphia. Drayton secured a midshipman’s warrant on December 1, 1827. He first went to sea in the frigate Hudson in the South Atlantic. He was promoted to passed midshipman on June 10, 1833, and to lieutenant on February 28, 1838. Drayton’s subsequent sea tours included the Mediterranean, the Pacific, and the Atlantic, and he also served at the Naval Observatory. Promoted to commander on September 14, 1855, Drayton took part in the Paraguay Expedition of 1858–1859, which secured an indemnity from that country for its firing on the U.S. Navy steamer Water Witch.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Drayton was stationed at the Philadelphia Naval Yard, but in the autumn of 1861 he received command of the screw steamer Pocahontas. Drayton participated in the Battle of Port Royal Sound (November 5–7, 1861), and his ship’s effective gunnery proved important in the Confederate abandonment of Fort Walker. Drayton’s brother, Confederate brigadier general Thomas F. Drayton, had charge of the shore fortifications.

Drayton joined Captain Samuel F. Du Pont’s South Atlantic Blockading Squadron in March 1862 and was promoted to captain on July 16, 1862. In command of the screw sloop Pawnee, Percival Drayton was active in blockade operations along the South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida coasts. In September 1862 he took command of the monitor Passaic and participated in the fourth U.S. Navy attack on Fort McAllister, Georgia, on March 3, 1863, and in the unsuccessful assault on Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor on April 7. Drayton was then appointed superintendent of Ordnance at the New York Navy Yard.
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U.S. Navy captain Percival Drayton took part in the early Civil War naval campaigns along the Eastern seaboard. As fleet captain to Rear Admiral David G. Farragut, Drayton played an important role in the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864). (Library of Congress)

In December 1863 Drayton became fleet captain to Rear Admiral David Farragut, commander of the West Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron. Drayton commanded Farragut’s flagship, the screw sloop Hartford, and played an important role in the U.S. Navy victory in the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864). In late April 1865, Drayton became chief of the Bureau of Navigation in Washington, D.C. He became ill and died in that city on August 4, 1865.
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Drayton, Thomas Fenwick

Birth Date: August 24, 1808

Death Date: February 18, 1891

Confederate officer. Thomas Fenwick Drayton was born on August 24, 1808, in Charleston, South Carolina, into a wealthy and prominent planter family. An 1828 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, where he became a lifelong friend of Jefferson Davis, Drayton served mainly in U.S. army garrisons until he resigned his second lieutenant’s commission in 1836. He thereafter managed his family’s extensive landholdings, sat in the state legislature, and was a railroad company president.

In September 1861 Drayton received a brigadier general’s commission in the Confederate Army and was dispatched to Port Royal, South Carolina, where he was to defend the area from Union attack. Drayton and his command proved no match for the Union force that quickly subdued and occupied the area in the Battle of Port Royal Sound (November 5–7, 1861). Ironically, Drayton’s brother, Commander Percival Drayton, commanded the lead Union warship.

Drayton took command of a brigade in June 1862 and saw action at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of South Mountain (September 14), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17). In combat, he proved to be a dreadful commander; during the latter two engagements, his brigade simply fell apart. General Robert E. Lee was loath to give Drayton more field commands, but Drayton’s close relations with President Davis left Lee no choice.

During 1863–1865 Drayton held several positions, including a brigade command in the Trans-Mississippi Department, the District of Arkansas, and the Western Sub-District of Texas. After Major General Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864), Drayton was a member of the board of inquiry that investigated Price’s actions that resulted in a decisive Confederate defeat.

After the war Drayton moved to Dooly County, Georgia, where he farmed. In 1871 he relocated to Charlotte, North Carolina, where he worked as an insurance agent. Drayton died on February 18, 1891, in Florence, South Carolina.
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Dred Scott Case

U.S. Supreme Court case (Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393 [1857]) that involved the status of slavery in U.S. territories and had far-reaching consequences. Dred Scott was an African American slave owned by U.S. Army surgeon Dr. John Emerson. From 1834 to 1838, Scott had accompanied Emerson in his travels from the slave state of Missouri to postings in the free state of Illinois and then to the Wisconsin Territory, where slavery had been prohibited altogether by the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 and the Missouri Compromise of 1820.

In 1838, Emerson brought Scott back home to Missouri. Emerson died in 1843. His will bequeathed his estate, which included Scott, to his daughter and named his widow as the executor. In 1846 Scott sued for his freedom in a Missouri lower court on the grounds that he was a free man because he had lived for a long while in free areas of the United States. He won the case. However, the Missouri Supreme Court overturned the decision. Scott appealed his case to the U.S. Supreme Court in 1854, and the case was heard beginning in February 1856.

Had the U.S. Supreme Court merely taken the course of least resistance and upheld the Missouri Supreme Court’s decision that Scott was to remain a slave because he currently resided in a slave state, the decision may have left all such future matters in the hands of the state courts. However, the high court, which consisted of a majority of Southerners who held proslavery sentiments, understood the national significance that the case had engendered and decided to capitalize on the opportunity to settle questions of national importance that the U.S. Congress had not been able to do.

Important Supreme Court Cases Related to Slavery and the Slave Trade
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* One judge did not participate in the ruling.

The Supreme Court ruled seven to two on March 6, 1857, with Chief Justice Roger Taney’s opinion holding sway. Taney ruled that Scott was to remain a slave because, as an African American, he was not entitled to sue in a court of law. In fact, according to the decision, blacks—slave or free—were not citizens and therefore had no rights under the U.S. Constitution. Furthermore, the Supreme Court ruled that the Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional because Congress did not have the power to interfere with private property (including slaves) in federal territories.

The decision exacerbated the already growing rift between the free-labor North and the slaveholding South. Abolitionists began to increase their efforts, while proslavery groups became more entrenched. The Republican Party was appalled by the decision, but the effect on the Democratic Party was far worse. It quickly divided over the case. In fact, three years later, Republican Abraham Lincoln won the 1860 presidential election against a divided Democratic Party that had placed two different Democratic presidential candidates on the ballot. The move split the Democratic popular vote and pushed the nation closer to civil war as Southern states began seceding from the Union.

ROLANDO AVILA

See also

Abolitionism and the Civil War; Democratic Party; Missouri Compromise; Republican Party; Scott, Dred; Slavery; Supreme Court, U.S.

Further Reading

Ehrlich, Walter. They Have No Rights: Dred Scott’s Struggle for Freedom. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 1979.

Fehrenbacher, Don E. The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American Law and Politics. New York: Oxford University Press, 1978.

Hopkins, Vincent C. Dred Scott’s Case. New York: Fordham University Press, 1951.

_______________________

Drewry’s Bluff, First Battle of

Event Date: May 15, 1862

Engagement on the James River below Richmond, Virginia, between Union ships and Confederate shore batteries. Although there were still five Confederate gunboats in the James, the scuttling of the Confederate ironclad Virginia on May 11, 1862, removed the only Confederate threat to Fort Monroe and gave the Union’s more powerful ships the run of the river as far as Drewry’s Bluff, eight miles from Richmond. U.S. president Abraham Lincoln pressed Flag Officer Louis M. Goldsborough, commander of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, to take immediate action. Goldsborough in turn ordered Commander John Rodgers to proceed to Richmond with the ironclads Monitor, Naugatuck, and Galena along with the wooden screw gunboat Aroostook and the side-wheeler Port Royal and shell the city into submission.

At 6:30 a.m. on May 15, Rodgers’s squadron came within sight of the Confederate defenses at Drewry’s Bluff, named for property owner Augustus H. Drewry and officially designated Fort Darling. Initially, the Confederates had given little thought to defenses there because they assumed that the Virginia would prevent any Union advance upriver. Work began at the beginning of March and intensified following the loss of Yorktown.

Drewry’s Bluff was the best and perhaps last place for the Confederates to halt a Union advance up the James to Richmond. There the river took a sharp bend and narrowed. Sheer 90-foot cliffs dominated the south bank, and at their top the Confederates placed a battery of three heavy guns. To prevent passage upriver, they also sank a number of hulks in midstream and used pile drivers to position cribs of stone and other debris. Knowing that his wooden ships were no match for the Union ironclads, Commander John R. Tucker of the James River Squadron sacrificed one of his two most powerful ships, sinking the Jamestown in the river as an added obstruction.

Tucker’s squadron added five guns to the shore defenses. These were placed outside the works, giving the defenders a total of eight guns. Divided equally between rifles and smoothbores, they commanded a mile of the river downstream. Augustus Drewry commanded the battery as captain of the Southside Heavy Artillery. Navy lieutenant Roger ap Catesby Jones of the Virginia had charge of a detachment of marines and seamen from that ironclad, while an infantry brigade occupied rifle pits along the riverbank. Finally, the gunboat Patrick Henry took up position behind the obstructions, adding its guns to the Confederate defense.

The Confederate positions were well placed. The James was too narrow at this point for the Union ships to maneuver, and the obstructions in the middle of the river easily blocked the deeper-draft ironclads. Before the Union crews could hope to work at removing the obstructions, they would have to neutralize both the shore batteries and the Confederate infantrymen.

At 7:45 a.m. Rodgers brought the Galena to about 600 yards from the bluff and anchored broadside to the channel so that the ship’s guns could be brought to bear. Even before the ship was positioned, the Confederate defenders began the battle by sending two shots into the Union ironclad’s port bow. At about 9:00 a.m. the Monitor passed the Galena and attempted to join the fight, but the Monitor’s guns could not be elevated sufficiently to fire on the batteries along the bluff, so it retired downriver with the Aroostook and the Port Royal.

The battle, which ended at about 11:00 a.m., saw the Confederates fire perhaps 100 shots and the Union ships half that number. The Naugatuck’s 6.4-inch (100-pounder) Parrott rifle burst halfway through the engagement, putting that ship out of action, and the Port Royal was kept busy firing against the Confederate infantry along the riverbank. Most of the Confederate fire was directed against the Galena, and it took a terrible pounding.

The battle revealed the serious shortcomings in the Galena’s armor. The ship was struck 43 times, and 13 shots penetrated, one embedding itself in the opposite side of the hull. The ironclad’s timbers and frames were cut up, and it took on water. Thirteen crewmen were killed, and 11 were wounded. Cited for bravery in the action, Corporal John B. Mackie of the ironclad subsequently received the Medal of Honor, the first awarded a member of the U.S. Marine Corps. Confederate losses in the battle were 7 killed and 8 wounded.

Despite the serious damage, Rodgers withdrew his ship only when it was nearly out of ammunition. In his official report, he noted with some irony of the Galena that “We have demonstrated that she is not shot proof.” Nonetheless, Rodgers claimed that had troops been available to be landed, Drewry’s Bluff would have been taken and the campaign against Richmond might have worked out differently. As it transpired, the Confederate stand at Drewry’s Bluff saved the capital.

Following the rebuff, Rodgers fell back downriver to City Point, where he could keep the James and Chickahominy Rivers under observation. The Confederates subsequently improved their defenses on the upper James, and by 1864 they had three ironclads there as well as an elaborate system of electrically detonated mines developed by Matthew F. Maury.
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Drewry’s Bluff, Second Battle of

Event Date: May 16, 1864

Engagement on the James River near Bermuda Hundred, Virginia, some 15 miles from Richmond. The Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (Fort Darling) marked the unsuccessful climax of Union major general Benjamin Butler’s Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864). In April 1864 Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant had conceived a plan for the envelopment of the Confederate capital at Richmond. In what became known as the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Grant would lead the Army of the Potomac southward, while Butler would lead the Army of the James northward, following a landing at Bermuda Hundred opposite City Point (now Hopewell), at the southwestern part of the confluence of the Appomattox and James Rivers.

The immediate objective of Butler’s planned march to Richmond was the capture of Drewry’s Bluff and its fortications. Located north of Bermuda Hundred were two particularly important Confederate fortifications: Fort Darling and Fort Stevens. Fort Darling was the more important of the two. It was the location of the Confederate Naval Academy, the instruction camp for the Confederate Marine Corps, and the headquarters of General P. G. T. Beauregard.

Lead units of Butler’s force of 40,000 men sailed up the James on May 5 and disembarked at Bermuda Hundred. Butler quickly established a supply base and constructed defensive earthworks across the peninsula between the James and Appomattox Rivers, but he delayed moving the bulk of his forces northward. He had an early numerical advantage over Beauregard. However, while Butler occupied his men in pulling up rails linking Richmond with Petersburg, Confederate reinforcements continued to arrive in Beauregard’s camp. Within two weeks, the armies were about equal in size.

On May 6 Butler advanced successfully to the high ground known as the Point of Rocks and established an encampment there. Several days of skirmishing followed. Butler’s advance on Richmond from the Point of Rocks began on May 12. The following day, fierce fighting occurred in the vicinity of the Half-Way House near the Richmond & Petersburg Railroad. This forced the Confederates back to their inner lines of defense near Fort Stevens.

Union regiments took up positions adjacent to Drewry’s Bluff on May 14. On Sunday, May 15, there was no major movement by either side, but Beauregard prepared for an assault intended to surprise Butler’s men the following day.

The Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff began at 4:45 a.m. on Monday, May 16, in a downpour as Confederate artillery pounded Union positions. Beauregard’s infantry then assaulted the Union line all along the front, causing it to buckle in several locations during the next two hours. The Union right eventually collapsed under the weight of a dozen Confederate regiments, and Butler ordered a withdrawal back to the Bermuda Hundred entrenchments.

Beauregard quickly constructed parallel earthworks called the Howlett Line, neutralizing the Union presence at Bermuda Hundred, which Grant remarked effectively “bottled up” Butler. The battle ended in a Union defeat, for the Confederacy had staved off the immediate Union threats on Richmond and Petersburg. Union casualties numbered 4,100 men, including 1,400 captured, while Confederate losses were 2,200 men, with only 220 captured. Although Butler failed at Drewry’s Bluff, Grant would continue his efforts to take Richmond, culminating in the lengthy Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and eventually the surrender of General Robert E. Lee and what remained of his Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox in April 1865.
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Droop Mountain, Battle of

Event Date: November 6, 1863

Location in Pocahontas County, West Virginia, of a small engagement fought on November 6, 1863. Union forces planned a two-pronged raid to destroy the Confederate East Tennessee & Virginia Railroad. On November 1, 1863, Union brigadier general William W. Averell led 5,000 cavalry and infantry southward from Beverly, West Virginia, into the Allegheny Mountains, and on November 3 Brigadier General Alfred N. Duffié departed from Charleston, West Virginia, with 1,700 men. They were to join forces at Lewisburg, West Virginia.

Harassed by Confederate forces en route, Averell’s men reached Huntersville at noon on November 4 and there learned that some 600 Confederates of Colonel William L. Jackson’s command were at Marling’s Bottom. Averell immediately sent two cavalry regiments to cut them off. Jackson’s men eluded the Union troopers, however, relocating at Mill Point, and Jackson requested reinforcements. The next day when Averell mounted a similar deployment, Jackson withdrew to Droop Mountain, just north of Lewisburg.

At 9:00 a.m. on November 6, Brigadier General John Echols reached the summit of Droop Mountain with the 1st Brigade of the Army of Southwestern Virginia from Lewisburg. In all, the Confederates had only some 1,700 men. Averell arrived at Droop Mountain that same morning. Following an artillery duel, Averell deployed his infantry to turn the Confederate left, and at about 1:30 p.m. when they attacked, he also mounted a frontal assault with four regiments of dismounted troops. Echols’s men held their makeshift positions until about 3:00, when they broke and retreated down the south slope of the mountain.

Confederate casualties were not as great as initially thought, as many of the men had simply scattered and later straggled back in. In all, the Confederates lost perhaps 175 men, killed, wounded, or captured. Although Echols claimed many more Union casualties, Averell’s force had sustained 6 killed, 112 wounded, and 1 missing, for a total of 119.

The defeated Confederates then withdrew through Lewisburg toward Monroe. Averell arrived at Lewisburg on November 7, with Duffié having reached there only hours before after an uneventful march. The combined Union force initially proceeded toward Dublin, where Echols was re-forming but then decided to abandon the raid. Duffié returned to Beverly on November 12, Averell on November 17. Averell had won a minor battle and captured some equipment and supplies, but the two Union commanders had failed to carry out their mission to destroy the railroad.
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DuBose, Dudley McIver

Birth Date: October 28, 1834

Death Date: March 2, 1883

Confederate officer. Dudley McIver DuBose was born on October 28, 1834, in Shelby County, Tennessee. After attending the University of Mississippi, he earned a law degree from Lebanon Law School (Tennessee) in 1856 and was admitted to the bar the following year. He first practiced law in Memphis and then moved to Augusta, Georgia, where he also practiced. In 1861 he enlisted as a first lieutenant in the 15th Georgia Infantry Regiment, and he eventually served under his father-in-law, Brigadier General Robert A. Toombs. After seeing action in Virginia and Maryland, DuBose was advanced to colonel and given command of the 15th Georgia.

Assigned to Major General John B. Hood’s division in I Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, DuBose next saw action at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He was wounded at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and later returned to Virginia with his regiment, where he was engaged in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12).

Promoted to brigadier general on November 16, 1864, DuBose led a brigade in Major General Joseph P. Kershaw’s division. His brigade participated in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). DuBose was taken prisoner at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865) and was not released until July 1865.

Upon his release, DuBose returned to Georgia and established a legal practice in Washington. He served a single term in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat (1871–1873) and died on March 2, 1883, in Washington, Georgia.
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Dudley, Thomas Haines

Birth Date: September 9, 1819

Death Date: April 15, 1893

U.S. consul in Liverpool, England. Born in Burlington County, New Jersey, on September 9, 1819, Thomas Haines Dudley was a self-taught attorney who began practicing law in 1845. His support for Abraham Lincoln in 1860 led to Dudley being appointed as U.S. consul in Liverpool, England, in 1861. At the time, many Liverpool inhabitants were sympathetic to the Confederate cause because of their close connection to the cotton trade. Dudley supervised more than 100 spies responsible for reporting on Confederate activities in the British Isles, including uncovering and preventing Confederate efforts to contract for ships to be built in Liverpool.

The Lincoln administration held that such shipbuilding violated Britain’s neutrality laws. Dudley’s archenemy was the famed “shipbuilder of the Confederacy,” James Dunwody Bulloch. In 1863 after collecting sufficient hard evidence, Dudley was finally able to go after Bulloch for secretly hiring the Laird Shipyard of Liverpool to build two powerful ironclads. Dudley’s well-documented protest and changing Confederate military fortunes led the British government to seize the Laird rams in October 1863. Dudley’s efforts severely hampered the Confederate war effort.

After the war, Dudley remained in Liverpool as consul and assisted in settling the Alabama Claims with Great Britain. In 1872 he resigned his consulship and returned to his law practice in Camden, New Jersey. Prior to his death there on April 15, 1893, Dudley served as president of the Pittsburgh, Titusville & Buffalo Railroad.
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Duffié, Alfred Napoléon Alexandre

Birth Date: May 18, 1833

Death Date: November 8, 1880

Union officer. Alfred Alexandre Napoléon Duffié was born to a middle-class family in Paris, France, on May 18, 1833. He served in the French Army during the Crimean War (1853–1856) before resigning his commission and moving to the United States in 1859. He joined the 2nd New York Cavalry with the rank of captain on August 9, 1861, serving in Virginia through the spring of 1862.

Duffié manifested a prickly personality, at one point challenging Brigadier General Fitz John Porter to a duel. In July 1862 Duffié became commander of the 1st Rhode Island Cavalry, with the rank of colonel. After some difficulties caused by the unit’s reluctance to accept a foreign commander, Duffié led the regiment credibly in fighting at Cedar Mountain, Virginia, on August 9, 1862. The unit also performed well at Kelly’s Ford (March 17, 1863). Duffié, however, was less successful commanding a division (although he was only a colonel) at Brandy Station (June 9, 1863), and his forces were virtually destroyed at the Battle of Middleburg (June 17–19, 1863) during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July). He thereafter resigned command of the regiment.

Duffié was nonetheless promoted to brigadier general on June 23, 1863, and entrusted with raising cavalry in West Virginia. Units under his command fought John Singleton Mosby’s Confederate partisans in the Shenandoah Valley. Duffié commanded the 1st Cavalry Division, Department of West Virginia, during Major General David Hunter’s Lynchburg Campaign (May 26–June 18, 1864) and performed effectively but was captured by Mosby’s men near Bunker Hill, Virginia, on October 20, 1864. Duffié was paroled on February 22, 1865, and exchanged in April. He mustered out of service on August 24, 1865.

Duffié became an American citizen in 1867 and was appointed consul at Cadiz, Spain, in 1869. He died in Cadiz of tuberculosis on November 8, 1880.
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Duke, Basil Wilson

Birth Date: May 28, 1838

Death Date: September 16, 1916

Confederate officer. Basil Wilson Duke was born on May 28, 1838, in Georgetown, Kentucky. An 1858 graduate of Transylvania University, where he studied law, Duke subsequently went to St. Louis, where he commenced a legal practice with an older cousin. When the Civil War began in 1861, Duke took part in Missouri Confederate partisan operations before returning to Kentucky, where he enlisted in the Lexington Rifles, commanded by Colonel John Hunt Morgan, Duke’s brother-in-law.

Duke rose quickly through the ranks from second lieutenant to lieutenant colonel of the 2nd Kentucky Cavalry Regiment, which he led ably in Kentucky and at Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was wounded. Returning to duty, he was promoted to colonel in December 1862. Duke led the regiment and a small brigade during Morgan’s raid into Indiana and Ohio. Captured during Morgan’s Ohio Raid (July 2–26, 1863), Duke spent months at the Ohio State Penitentiary before his exchange on August 3, 1864. Returning to his old unit, he took over Morgan’s Brigade on September 15 and was promoted to brigadier general after Morgan was killed in action at Greeneville, Tennessee, on September 3. Duke’s command formed part of Confederate president Jefferson Davis’s escort in the spring of 1865 when the Confederate government quit Richmond. Joining the president’s entourage in the Carolinas, Duke stayed with it almost until the end, surrendering in Georgia.

After the war Duke located to Louisville, where he practiced law and dedicated himself to preserving the history and memories of the Confederacy. In 1884 he founded the Filson Club (Filson Historical Society), dedicated to advancing the history of Kentucky during and after the Civil War. He also served as a commissioner for the Shiloh National Military Park. During the 1880s Duke edited the Confederate veterans’ magazine Southern Bivouac, which was considered among the best of its type at the time. He also did much writing, including A History of Morgan’s Cavalry (1867) and Reminiscences of General Basil W. Duke (1911), both of which were widely acclaimed and are still cited by Civil War historians. Duke died on September 16, 1916, in New York City.
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Dumfries, Virginia, Stuart’s Raid on

Start Date: December 26, 1862

End Date: December 28, 1862

One of Confederate major general James E. B. “Jeb” Stuart’s numerous cavalry raids. Throughout 1862, Stuart’s troopers had roamed almost as they pleased behind Union lines. Stuart’s cavalry raid into Dumfries, Virginia, daringly close to Washington, D.C., was intended to capture federal government stores at Fairfax Station, harass Union major general Ambrose Burnside’s Army of the Potomac, and further weaken Union morale in the wake of the crushing Union defeat in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13).

Stuart departed Fredericksburg on December 26, 1862, with 1,800 cavalry and six artillery pieces. The force consisted of Brigadier Generals Fitzhugh Lee’s and Wade Hampton’s brigades, along with other select troopers. Stuart’s men crossed the Rappahannock River near Brandy Station, about six miles east of the Orange & Alexandria Railroad. They then advanced to Stafford Church, some 12 miles southeast of Dumfries. Dumfries was surrounded by high hills, thickly covered with pine trees—the former affording good positions for artillery and the latter providing protection to personnel from hostile fire. At the time, three regiments of Union infantry, 400 cavalry, and two artillery pieces were deployed there.

The Confederates shelled the town for about five hours, but on December 27 a surprisingly strong Union defense repulsed Stuart’s two-pronged attack. Indeed, as it covered Stuart’s hasty withdrawal, the 5th Virginia Cavalry incurred heavy casualties from the Union troops. Meanwhile, at Occoquan, several miles to the north, Hampton’s force captured a few Union supplies but permitted Union troops to escape unimpeded. Gathering his forces at Cole’s Store, some nine miles northwest of Occoquan, Stuart nearly cancelled the remainder of the raid before learning that Burnside’s cavalry was now massing to his north.

On December 28 Stuart renewed his raid, sending Union troops scattering at Selectman’s Fort along Occoquan Creek. His quick-moving troopers managed to capture a fair number of supplies as they raided a hastily abandoned Union camp. Stuart pushed on toward the northwest, reaching Burke’s Station, just 12 miles from Washington, where he seized horses, mules, and supply wagons at a Union depot. There his men also captured a number of depot guards. In addition, Stuart managed to tap Union telegraph lines at Burke’s Station, thereby keeping track of Burnside’s pursuit. Late in the day on December 28, Stuart marched his men back toward the Rappahannock River. The raid was over. Although Stuart had failed to secure the large quantities of Union matériel hoped for, the raid was a modest success. Nevertheless, Stuart would later be criticized by a number of officers of the Army of Northern Virginia for what they termed “joy riding.”

Stuart’s troopers suffered 11 dead and 15 wounded in the raid. Besides the loss of supplies taken by the Confederates, during the attack on Dumfries several prominent buildings had been badly damaged by shelling. Union personnel losses in the raid numbered 5 killed, 9 wounded, and 20 taken prisoner.
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Duncan, Johnson Kelly

Birth Date: March 19, 1827

Death Date: December 18, 1862

Confederate officer. Johnson Kelly Duncan was born on March 19, 1827, in York, Pennsylvania. Graduating fifth in his class from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1849, Duncan was commissioned a second lieutenant in the U.S. 3rd Artillery Regiment. He saw action in Florida against the Seminoles, was subsequently assigned to garrison duties in Maine, was promoted to first lieutenant in 1853, and was then attached to an army surveying mission in the Pacific Northwest. In 1855 he resigned his commission and relocated to Louisiana, where he supervised construction projects in New Orleans. By 1861 he considered himself a Louisianan, and he supported the Southern cause during the secession crisis.

After the war began in April 1861, Duncan volunteered for Confederate military service, becoming a colonel of the 1st Louisiana Regular Artillery Regiment. On January 7, 1862, he was advanced to brigadier general and given command of the defenses of New Orleans and the lower Mississippi River. By then an outstanding artillerist, he had charge of Forts Jackson and St. Philip defending the Mississippi River from the Union offensive aimed at New Orleans, orchestrated by U.S. Navy flag officer David Farragut. With some 80 guns and 500 men at his disposal, Duncan’s forts withstood the protracted preliminary Union mortar boat bombardment beginning on April 18, but they were not able to prevent the passage of the Union ships upriver on April 24. With Union forces already in possession of the southern part of the river and many of his men having deserted, Duncan was forced to surrender both forts on April 28 and was taken prisoner.

Exchanged several months later, Duncan returned to the front lines in Tennessee and briefly commanded a brigade before being appointed chief of staff for General Braxton Bragg. Duncan contracted a severe illness, perhaps malaria, and died on December 18, 1862, in Knoxville, Tennessee.
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Dunovant, John

Birth Date: March 5, 1825

Death Date: October 1, 1864

Confederate officer. John Dunovant was born on March 5, 1825, in Chester, South Carolina. He served in the Palmetto Regiment during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), rising to the rank of sergeant. After the war he busied himself with agricultural pursuits before rejoining the regular army as a captain in the 10th U.S. Infantry Regiment. When South Carolina seceded from the Union in December 1860, Dunovant resigned his commission and joined the provisional army of South Carolina as a major. He was present during the April 12–14, 1861, bombardment of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor.

Appointed colonel of the 1st South Carolina Infantry Regiment, Dunovant was assigned garrison duties around Charleston, first on Sullivan’s Island and then on James Island. Dunovant’s penchant for drinking to excess soon caught up with him, and he was dismissed in June 1862. That autumn, however, South Carolina governor Francis W. Pickens named Dunovant colonel of the 5th Carolina Cavalry. Anxious to clear his name, Dunovant jumped at the opportunity.

Dunovant served in various support capacities until he and his unit were detailed to Major General J. E. B. Stuart’s Cavalry Corps in the Army of Northern Virginia in the spring of 1864. Dunovant performed admirably at the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864), where his men, fighting dismounted, helped save the left flank of General P. G. T. Beauregard’s infantry. Dunovant also turned in solid performances in the Battles of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864) and Trevilian Station (June 11–12) and conducted himself well during the early engagements of the Petersburg Campaign (June 5, 1864–April 3, 1865). His efforts were rewarded with promotion to brigadier general on August 22, 1864.

Several weeks later, however, Dunovant committed several tactical mistakes, including poor reconnaissance work and errors in execution near Petersburg. On October 1, 1864, Dunovant’s cavalry was repulsed near the Vaughan Road, south of the James River. After appealing to his commander to grant him permission to launch a risky attack against the Union’s left flank along the nearby Duncan Road, Dunovant led his troops into battle. Moments later he was shot and killed along the Vaughan Road by a Union cavalryman.
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Du Pont, Samuel Francis

Birth Date: September 27, 1803

Death Date: June 23, 1865

Union naval officer. Born in Bergen Point (today Bayonne), New Jersey, on September 27, 1803, Samuel Francis Du Pont attended Mount Airy College in Pennsylvania beginning in 1812. He secured a warrant as a midshipman on December 19, 1815, but it was not until February 1817 that he received orders to the ship of the line Franklin in the Mediterranean Squadron. He next served in the sloop of war Erie (1817–1818). He returned home to resume his studies at Mount Airy and then served in the frigates Constitution (1821) and Congress (1822), the latter in the West Indies Squadron. He was promoted to lieutenant on April 26, 1826, while serving in the ship of the line North Carolina in the Mediterranean. He then served in the schooner Porpoise.

Du Pont was much interested in naval professionalism and reform and carried on an extensive correspondence toward that end with fellow officers, congressmen, and businessmen. He joined the U.S. Naval Lyceum, forerunner of the U.S. Naval Institute, and was a chief advocate for naval reform. He also attacked the navy’s organizational structure and advocated a bureau system in place of the Board of Navy Commissioners. Promoted to commander on October 28, 1842, during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Du Pont participated in operations in southern California, most notably the capture of San Diego.

Du Pont was involved in the creation of the U.S. Naval Academy (1845) and the Lighthouse Board (1852). Not known as a strict disciplinarian, he nonetheless supported the use of corporal punishment. Promoted to captain on September 14, 1855, he was instrumental in the formation of and also chaired the Naval Efficiency Board (1855) that culled deadwood from the officer corps. Du Pont established his reputation as a reformer, but he also had a deserved reputation as an advocate of new technology in a service that was often reluctant to embrace change.

At the beginning of the Civil War in 1861, Captain Du Pont was already a veteran with 46 years of service. Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles thought highly of Du Pont and named him chair of the Commission of Conference, popularly known as the Blockade Board. This was a critical assignment, as the board set Union naval strategy. Then on September 18, 1861, Du Pont took command of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. Two months later on November 7, he commanded the largest fleet in U.S. Navy history to that point in the successful capture of Port Royal, South Carolina, which became a major Union naval base. Du Pont then directed the Union capture of nearby Beaufort as well as Cumberland Island and St. Mary’s; Fort Pulaski, Georgia; and Amelia Island, Fernandina, and Fort Clinch, Florida.

Promoted to rear admiral on July 16, 1862, and urged on by Welles and Assistant Secretary of the Navy Gustavus V. Fox, Du Pont then directed the much more difficult Union effort to capture the city of Charleston. Taking the city with naval forces alone was in fact an impossible task, especially given the limitations of the slow-firing Union monitors. Du Pont was correct in his belief that a combined operation with land forces was the only way that success would be achieved against the formidable Confederate forts guarding the city approaches. Neither Welles nor Fox understood the realities of the situation and, having furnished Du Pont with seven monitors and the ironclad New Ironsides, urged him forward.
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U.S. Navy rear admiral Samuel Du Pont was a capable naval commander who chaired the Blockade Board at the beginning of the Civil War and who provided the Union with several important naval victories early in the conflict. He is remembered chiefly for his failure to take Charleston, South Carolina in 1863, which he believed—correctly as it turned out—could not be accomplished by naval forces alone. (Library of Congress)

The Union assault, finally launched on April 7, 1863, was a failure. Five of the monitors involved were damaged by fire from the Confederate shore batteries; one sank the following day. Monitor proponents charged that Du Pont had misused the ships, but Welles rejected Du Pont’s demand that he publish Du Pont’s report of the action because it reflected too negatively on the monitors. Given the way Du Pont handled criticism of his actions and his continued pessimism regarding a new assault, Welles concluded that the admiral would have to be replaced. Rear Admiral John Dahlgren assumed command of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron on July 6.

Du Pont refused Welles’s offer of command of the Pacific Squadron, returning to his home near Wilmington, Delaware, in failing health. He then served on the board in Washington, D.C., that was formed to consider the promotion of those who had rendered outstanding service during the war. Du Pont never completely recovered his health and died on June 23, 1865, during a visit to Philadelphia.
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Durant, Thomas Jefferson

Birth Date: August 8, 1817

Death Date: February 2, 1882

Lawyer, jurist, social reformer, and Southern Unionist. Thomas Jefferson Durant was born on August 8, 1817, in Philadelphia and was educated in local schools. When he was 17 years old, he moved to New Orleans and secured a job as a postal clerk. He then studied law and was admitted to the bar; he also served as the editor of a pro–Andrew Jackson newspaper. Active in the Democratic Party, Durant became a well-respected attorney and served as U.S. district attorney for Louisiana. By the 1840s he had become a disciple of Charles Fourier, a well-known French socialist thinker. Durant began a lengthy correspondence with Fourier adherents in the North and began to develop his own ideas about social and political reform. He served in the Louisiana Senate, where he advanced several of his ideas, including what he termed mutual insurance, an early precursor to socialized medical care and unemployment insurance.

Although Durant believed strongly in his ideas, he resisted the temptation to advocate utopian ideals within a purely political context. He remained loyal to the Democratic Party, even amid the secession crisis of 1860–1861. He nevertheless decried efforts to secede and believed that the establishment of the Confederate States of America would deal a death blow to the poor and working classes. Nevertheless, he remained in New Orleans after the war began. When the city fell to Union forces in April 1862, he began requesting from military occupation officials aid for the city’s poor, including African Americans.

Durant’s anti-Confederate sympathies and work on behalf of the downtrodden caught the eye of Major General Benjamin F. Butler, Union occupation commander, and Durant was offered the position of Louisiana governor; he refused the offer because he would have been subservient to military authorities. He was, however, appointed the state’s attorney general, and he immediately began a drive to register voters, including African Americans. He had other plans to eradicate the planter elite in the state but was unable to undertake many reforms because Butler was replaced by Major General Nathaniel Banks in December 1862, and Banks had little use for Durant or his ideas. Banks, in fact, hoped to cultivate the planter elite in Louisiana to keep the flow of cotton moving into Northern textile mills.

When it had become clear that Banks had no intention of disturbing the status quo in Louisiana, Durant quietly led an effort to resist the military occupation on ideological grounds. When Banks spearheaded an effort to increase the Union’s cotton supply during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), Durant resigned his post in disgust. In mid-1865 he left New Orleans and went to New York City. In 1867 he was again offered the governorship of Louisiana but declined, citing the supremacy of Reconstruction authorities over civilian leaders. Durant resumed a law practice in New York and continued to urge social and economic reforms, still disappointed that he was unable to bring meaningful reform to his adopted home state of Louisiana.

In 1881 Durant accepted a position as U.S. counsel to the Spanish and American Claims Commission, a post he held until his death in Washington, D.C., on February 2, 1882.
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Duryée, Abram

Birth Date: April 29, 1815

Death Date: September 12, 1890

Union officer. Abram Duryée was born on April 29, 1815, in New York City. He amassed a fortune in trade, importing mahogany. At the same time, he was active in the New York Militia, rising through the ranks to become colonel of the 7th Regiment by 1849. In 1861 he recruited a Zouaves regiment (the 5th New York) and became its colonel. Duryée led his unit during the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861) and on August 31, 1861, was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers. After assignments drilling recruits in Washington and safeguarding train depots in northern Virginia, he received his first real taste of combat as a general officer during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), where he was wounded twice. He led his brigade at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) but joined the fray only as the fighting was ending.

Duryée was also at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where his brigade performed admirably despite taking heavy casualties. During the fight, Duryée was wounded three times. When he was able to return to active service in November, he was chagrined to discover that command of his old brigade had gone to another officer. Duryée was even more dejected when he was passed over for promotion to major general, which went to a more junior officer. Duryée resigned his commission on January 5, 1863. He was subsequently brevetted major general of volunteers. Returning to New York, he continued his business dealings and became police commissioner in 1874. In 1884 he became the city’s dockmaster. Duryée died in New York City on September 12, 1890.
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Duryée’s Zouaves

Elite Union regiment. Duryée’s Zouaves, organized and equipped by Abram Duryée, a well-to-do New York merchant and the outfit’s first commander, in April 1861 and formally known as the 5th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment, was so named because it adopted the basic uniform of Zouaves, light infantry that had originated in the French Army in North Africa during the 1830s. That uniform usually consisted of baggy red trousers, white leggings, an open-front blue jacket, a dark blue vest, a short-trimmed red cape, blue- or red-tasseled fez headgear, high-laced boots into which the trousers were tucked, and a colorful sash, usually blue. Duryée handpicked the 450 men for his unit and spared no expense in outfitting them with the best uniforms and firearms that could be purchased at the time.

The regiment entered New York State militia service on April 25 and Union service on May 9, 1861, at which time it was designated the 5th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment. The outfit was initially assigned to the 2nd Division, V Corps, Army of the Potomac, and was one of only a few volunteer units in the entire division. Duryée’s Zouaves performed effective service at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862), where the unit suffered 169 casualties. At the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the unit provided stiff resistance to the Confederate attacks and suffered a staggering 297 casualties, well over half the regimental strength. The 5th New York also saw action at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). After Duryée went on to brigade command, the regiment was commanded successively by Colonels Gouverneur K. Warren, H. Judson Kilpatrick, Joseph E. Hamblin, and Henry A. Davies. Most went on to higher commands.

Major General George Sykes, under whom the regiment served during part of 1862 and 1863, referred to the Zouaves as the best volunteer regiment he had ever encountered. On May 15, 1863, the regiment’s term of service expired, and it was mustered out. Some volunteers who still had another year of service to fulfill transferred to the 146th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment. In December 1862 another outfit, the 165th New York, was organized and adopted the Zouave uniform; it is sometimes erroneously called the 2nd Duryée’s Zouaves.
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Dwight, William

Birth Date: July 14, 1831

Death Date: April 21, 1888

Union officer. William Dwight was born on July 14, 1831, in Springfield, Massachusetts. He entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1849. Poor grades, however, prevented his graduation. Thereafter, he went into the manufacturing business.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Dwight became a lieutenant colonel of the 70th New York Infantry Regiment on June 29, 1861; on July 1 he was appointed the outfit’s colonel. He saw action at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862), where he was seriously wounded and taken prisoner. After his exchange and recovery, Dwight was advanced to brigadier general on November 29, 1862, and assigned a brigade in the Department of the Gulf.

By mid-1863, Dwight had been given charge of a division in XIX Corps, leading it during the latter stages of the Siege of Port Hudson (May 21–July 9, 1863). He also participated in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), serving as chief of staff for Major General Nathaniel P. Banks. That July, Dwight and XIX Corps were sent to Virginia, where he took part in Major General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). After the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864), where his division was badly mauled, Dwight tried to pin the blame for the rout on Brigadier General Cuvier Grover, who was commanding another division. Grover, in turn, accused Dwight of neglect of duty, maintaining that Dwight was having lunch while the battle reached its climax. Dwight was arrested on charges of neglect of duty, but no formal charges were ever filed.

Dwight’s division also saw action at the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864) and the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864). At the latter engagement, XIX Corps was battered by an unexpected Confederate attack in the morning.

Dwight left the army on January 15, 1866. He eventually settled in Cincinnati, where he worked in the railroad business. Dwight died on April 21, 1888, in Boston, Massachusetts.
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Dyer’s Compendium

See Compendium of the War of the Rebellion


E

Eads, James Buchanan

Birth Date: May 23, 1820

Death Date: March 8, 1887

Maritime and naval engineer who designed the river ironclads used by the Union Navy. James Buchanan Eads was born in Lawrenceburg, Indiana, on May 23, 1820. He received very little formal education and gained most of his knowledge on his own through reading books on mechanics. He first worked for a dry goods merchant in St. Louis and then purchased a riverboat business.

In 1842 Eads became part owner of a river salvage company. Salvage vessels that he designed were powerful twin-hulled steam-driven vessels known as submarines and equipped to recover the iron and lead from wrecks and even pump out water and raise wrecks from river bottoms. By 1856, Eads had become wealthy and operated 10 salvage vessels along the Mississippi and other western rivers.

Eads, a staunch Unionist, believed that civil war between the North and the South would necessarily result in a battle for control of the Mississippi River. He believed that the best means of combating Confederate forts on the Mississippi would be ironclad gunboats. Such warships would be of shallow draft and would be protected by armor plate and mount heavy guns.

In late April 1861, Eads wrote to U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles urging that Cairo, Illinois, be made the main base for a Union gunboat operation to command the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers and that steamers used to pull snags from the river be converted into floating batteries. Three ships were indeed converted into timberclads: the Tyler, Lexington, and Conestoga.
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Engineer James Buchanan Eads, part-owner of a river salvage company and a staunch Unionist, designed and built a number of river ironclads for the U.S. Navy duing the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

Eads then traveled to Washington and met with Welles and Gustavus Fox (who in August would become assistant secretary of the navy). Eads also attended a cabinet meeting in which he spelled out his ideas for gunboats on the western waters. Welles referred Eads’s suggestions to the War Department, and in August 1861 Eads signed a contract with the army to build seven gunboats from scratch. The lowest bidder, he also promised to deliver them in the fastest period of time. Eads built the ironclads at his shipyard in Carondelet, Missouri, near St. Louis.

These gunboats became the Cairo- or City-class ships, all named for towns on the western waters: the Cairo, Carondelet, Cincinnati, Louisville, Mound City, Pittsburg, and St. Louis. The first vessels in the Western Hemisphere built specifically as ironclads, they were often referred to as “Pook Turtles” for Naval Constructor Samuel Pook and their rectangular casemates and sloped sides that gave them a turtle-like appearance. In January 1862, each ironclad mounted 13 heavy guns.

The Cairo-class ironclads enabled Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote to capture Fort Henry on the Tennessee River on February 6, 1862, but they were rebuffed in an assault at Fort Donelson on the Cumberland on February 14. Later they performed useful service in the battles along the Mississippi River, including Island No. 10, Fort Pillow, Memphis, and Vicksburg.

Eads also converted the former Submarine No. 7 into the Benton, the most powerful of the river gunboats, and he designed highly effective monitors. In early 1862 he secured a government contract to design and build three single-turreted monitors. The first to enter service were the Neosho and the Osage. They were unique in being propelled by stern wheels. They mounted two XI-inch Dahlgren guns. The Ozark of February 1864 combined a single turret mounting two XI-inch Dahlgrens and a casemate with one X-inch and three IX-inch Dahlgrens.

Eads also built four double-turreted river monitors. Known as the Milwaukee class, they were the Chickasaw, Kickapoo, Milwaukee, and Winnebago. He designed one turret, and John Ericsson designed the other. The forward-mounted Eads turret turned on a ball-bearing race and used steam power. The four ships were commissioned in the spring and summer of 1864. Each mounted four XI-inch Dahlgren guns.

Following the war, Eads turned his attention to other projects. In 1867 he began construction of a steel railroad and pedestrian bridge spanning the Mississippi River at St. Louis. Construction was completed in 1874. Later, Eads had charge of dredging a new navigation channel around New Orleans. In recognition of his engineering accomplishments, he was awarded the Albert Medal by the British Society of the Arts in 1884. Eads died suddenly on March 8, 1887, in Nassau, Bahamas.
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Early, Jubal Anderson

Birth Date: November 3, 1816

Death Date: March 2, 1894

Confederate officer. Jubal Anderson Early was born in Franklin County, Virginia, on November 3, 1816, the son of a tobacco farmer in a family of 10 children. His father had been county sheriff, colonel of militia, and a state legislator. Early attended local schools before going on to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. He graduated in 1837 and was commissioned in the artillery. Early served in Florida in 1838 during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). He then resigned from the army and took up a legal career, which he pursued in both Franklin and Floyd Counties in Virginia from 1840 to 1846. He also served one term in the commonwealth’s legislature during 1841–1842.

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Early was a major in the 1st Virginia Regiment; however, his unit was assigned mainly to garrison duty, and he saw little action. Following the war, he returned to his legal career and became a delegate to the Virginia General Assembly; he also served as Commonwealth attorney until 1852.

Early opposed secession and voted against it in the Virginia Convention of 1861. When his state seceded, however, he offered his services. Appointed colonel in Virginia’s forces, Early was sent to Lynchburg to help to raise three regiments. He then entered Confederate service as commander of the 24th Virginia Infantry Regiment. Early fought well at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he commanded the 6th Brigade. His troops arrived in time to bolster the Confederate line there. He also distinguished himself at Blackburn’s Ford (August 18, 1861) and was advanced the same month to brigadier general.

In the spring of 1862, Early’s brigade was assigned to General Joseph E. Johnston’s forces to stop the advance of Union forces under Major General George B. McClellan up the peninsula between the York and James Rivers. Early fought at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862) and was wounded while leading an attack. He had recovered sufficiently to command a brigade under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson at Malvern Hill on July 1. Here Early’s command became lost in woods on the battlefield and took little part in the battle.

During the Second Bull Run Campaign, Early fought well at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). During the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Early commanded a division when Major General Alexander Lawton was wounded. Early performed well enough there to retain divisional command. At the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Early played an important role in counterattacking the units under Union major general George Meade when it seemed as if the Union troops were about to break the Confederate line.

Promoted to major general to date from January 1863, Early commanded a division at both the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3). During the winter of 1863–1864, Early was based in the Shenandoah Valley. In 1864 he fought in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7), taking command of Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s III Corps. Early also fought at Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21). On May 31, 1864, he was promoted to lieutenant general. He then fought in the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12).

Sent to defend the important Confederate railhead of Lynchburg, Early turned back Major General David Hunter’s effort to take that city during the Battle of Lynchburg (June 16–18, 1864). He then led the last Confederate invasion of the North during the war, the raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21). Its intention was to relieve pressure on the Confederacy by threatening Washington, D.C. By now, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant and Major General William Tecumseh Sherman were making sweeping inroads into Southern territory. Early had about 15,000 men. Quickly moving up the valley, he defeated Union forces at Monocacy, Maryland, on July 9 but was turned back at Washington by the capital’s strong defenses.
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Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early commanded a corps in the Army of Northern Virginia. In the summer of 1864, he successfully defended Lynchburg, Virgina, then led a raid that reached the outskirts of Washington, D.C., only to then suffer defeats in the Shenandoah Valley battles of Winchester, Fisher’s Hill, and Cedar Creek. His remaining forces were all but destroyed in the Battle of Waynesboro in March 1865. (Library of Congress)

Early’s forces burned Chamberstown, Pennsylvania (July 30–31, 1864), before withdrawing back into the Shenandoah Valley. Union forces under Major General Philip Sheridan then moved against Early, defeating him at Winchester (September 19) and Fisher’s Hill (September 22). At Cedar Hill on October 19, Early launched a surprise attack on Union forces and was almost successful. Most of Early’s II Corps then joined General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia at Petersburg.

Early’s remaining forces were nearly destroyed at Waynesboro, Virginia, on March 2, 1865, and Early narrowly escaped capture. Lee relieved him of his command at the end of March. Early had held large numbers of Union troops at bay for a number of months but also received blame for the devastation wrought by Sheridan and Union forces in the Shenandoah Valley. Although he possessed a difficult, argumentative personality and was of fiery disposition, few Confederate generals were as popular with their men as “Jube” or “Old Jubal” Early.

After the war, Early fled first to Texas and then into Mexico. From there he went to Cuba and then to Canada. He finally settled in Toronto to write his memoirs, in which he was very critical of many Confederate senior officers, chiefly Lieutenant General James Longstreet, whom Early blamed for the Confederate defeat at Gettysburg.

Early returned to Virginia in 1869 and resumed the practice of law. He became president of the Southern Historical Society in 1869, using it as a platform from which to criticize his enemies and propagate the Lost Cause narrative. In 1877 he became commissioner of the Louisiana Lottery. Returning to Virginia, he died in Lynchburg on March 2, 1894.
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Early’s Raid on Washington, D.C.

Start Date: June 28, 1864

End Date: July 21, 1864

Last Confederate invasion of the North. In mid-June 1864, Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early, commanding II Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia, bluffed Union Department of West Virginia commander Major General David Hunter into withdrawing his forces from Lynchburg back beyond the Alleghenies into West Virginia. This temporarily exposed Washington, D.C., and Early planned to take advantage with a thrust north against the federal capital. Although he would be heavily outnumbered by Union forces, Early hoped to assist Army of Northern Virginia commander General Robert E. Lee by forcing Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant to detach troops from the Army of the Potomac, then threatening Richmond. For the operation, Early had some 14,000 men: 10,000 infantry and perhaps 4,000 cavalry and some artillery.

On June 28 Early set out north from Staunton, Virginia. Two days later his men were at New Market, and on July 2 they reached Winchester. On July 3 Early’s men ran into Major General Franz Sigel’s advance guard, pushing it back to Harpers Ferry. Confederate troops were unable to take that place, however, because Union forces held it in strength.

At the same time, Early sent Brigadier General John D. Imboden’s brigade to destroy the key Baltimore & Ohio Railroad bridge over the South Branch of the Potomac in order to prevent Union troops and supplies from being shifted east against Early. Imboden’s men reached the bridge on July 3 but found it heavily defended and were unable to take it. Imboden’s brigade then rejoined Early on July 9, just south of Frederick, Maryland.

On July 6, Early’s men were across the Potomac River in Maryland. On July 8, they crossed South Mountain and moved eastward. The next day, the raiders passed through Frederick, northwest of Washington.

On July 9, Early engaged and defeated Union units under Major General Lew Wallace along the Monocacy River, east of Frederick. Union losses in the battle were about 1,300 men, with Early losing fewer than 700. Still, the Union troops had held up Early for most of one day. Wallace was then reinforced by Brigadier General James B. Rickett’s 3rd Division of the Army of the Potomac’s VI Corps. Although Early had drawn off units of the Army of the Potomac from the Richmond-Petersburg area, this movement of Union troops also enforced caution on him, as he could not be certain of their number.

Early’s chances of success were further diminished by orders from Lee that he detach a cavalry brigade toward Baltimore in order to cut Union lines of communication and assist in an effort to free 18,000 Confederate prisoners at Point Lookout, Maryland. Early dispatched Brigadier General Bradley T. Johnson’s cavalry brigade.

Early resumed the march on July 10. The Confederates passed through Rockville, Maryland, and then Silver Spring toward Fort Stevens, northernmost of 68 forts and batteries surrounding the federal capital. The first units arrived there on the afternoon of July 11, the closest Confederate advance to Washington of the entire war.
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President Abraham Lincoln observes Confederate forces under Lieutenant General Jubal Early attacking Fort Stevens, one of the installations protecting the Union capital, on July 11, 1864. Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, August 13, 1864. (Corbis)

It seemed to many observers as if the Confederates might sweep into the city, but they were simply too few and too exhausted. Early deployed skirmishers and waited for the rest of his men to come up. He could see that Union engineers had constructed a system of interlocking forts with breastworks, palisades, and abatis. Investment was impossible, and any assault would be costly.

As the skirmishers moved forward, the heavy Union siege guns, which easily outranged Early’s horse artillery, opened up. These guns were manned by a variety of Union personnel, including pensioners and convalescents from the city hospitals. President Abraham Lincoln was among the observers.

Meeting with his subordinate commanders, Early informed them that the whole of the Army of the Potomac’s VI Corps was on the Washington front. Any attack would have to be made in short order; delay would give Union forces an opportunity to cut off II Corps by seizing the South Mountain passes and fords over the Potomac. This council of war decided to attack at dawn on July 12, pending new information.

That night a message arrived from Bradley Johnson near Baltimore. He informed Early that Grant had sent not one but two corps to Washington and that it was indeed probable that the entire Army of the Potomac was on the way north. Early now ordered the attack delayed.

The next morning, July 12, Early concluded that the odds were simply too great. After demonstrating in front of Fort Stevens later that day and beating back three attacks by Union troops testing Confederate strength, II Corps began its withdrawal. Early’s men reached Rockville early on July 13 and Poolville near midnight. They crossed the Potomac on July 14. Following several skirmishes with Union troops, the last of Early’s men reached Strasburg, Virginia, on July 21.

Although Early had been forced to leave behind 400 wounded from the Battle of Monocacy, he brought back all Union prisoners and a substantial quantity of supplies and booty. The Confederates also secured $220,000 in ransoms levied on Hagerstown and Frederick, and Early’s cavalry had destroyed a number of bridges. While he had failed to enter Washington and although the scheme to free the Confederate prisoners had also failed, Early had certainly reduced Grant’s pressure on Lee at Petersburg. Clearly, the raid had embarrassed federal authorities, and they were determined to exact revenge. On August 7 the U.S. government announced the creation of a special command headed by Major General Philip H. Sheridan to destroy Early’s forces and secure the Shenandoah Valley.
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East, Union Department of the

Federal military administrative unit. In existence well before the beginning of the Civil War, the Union Department of the East was commanded by Major General John E. Wool from 1857 until August 19, 1861, at which time it was abolished. Headquartered at Troy, New York, the department encompassed all territory east of the Mississippi River. The loss of much of the southern quadrant to the Confederacy necessitated the dissolution of the department, which was then subdivided into smaller regional departments.

On January 3, 1863, the Department of the East was resurrected. It included the entirety of New England as well as New York State. Wool again commanded, headquartered in New York City, until he retired on July 18, 1863. Major General John A. Dix succeeded him and continued in command until the department was again dissolved on June 27, 1865.
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East Gulf Blockading Squadron

One of two U.S. Navy blockading squadrons along the Gulf of Mexico coast. At the beginning of the Civil War, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles established the Gulf Blockading Squadron to cover the Confederate coastline from Key West, Florida, to Brownsville, Texas. In late 1861, the Navy Department decided to split the Gulf Blockading Squadron into two separate commands. This went into effect formally on February 20, 1862, with the establishment of the East Gulf Blockading Squadron and the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. Captain William McKean, who had been commanding the Gulf Blockading Squadron, took command of the eastern squadron, with responsibility from Key West to Pensacola, Florida. Meanwhile, Captain David G. Farragut assumed command of the western squadron that covered the coast from Pensacola to the Rio Grande.

The East Gulf Blockading Squadron continued to be based at Key West. McKean served until January 4, 1862, when he was replaced by Flag Officer James L. Lardner. Acting Rear Admiral Theodorus Bailey replaced Lardner on December 9, 1862. Under Bailey’s energetic leadership, the squadron aggressively patrolled the Florida coast. During the next year, of 52 vessels attempting to run the blockade, only 7 succeeded. The blockaders captured nearly 100 ships during a six-month span. Bailey’s warships also attacked vessels at dockside taking on or offloading cargo and raided up bays and rivers along the coast, destroying Confederate saltworks. Necessary in the curing and preservation of meats, salt was a critical commodity for the Confederacy, and many of these works were situated in western Florida.

Bailey was followed on August 7, 1864, by Captain Theodore P. Greene (commander pro tem), followed by Acting Rear Admiral Cornelius K. Stribling on October 14, 1864. The East Gulf Blockading Squadron was merged with the West Gulf Blockading Squadron into the Gulf Squadron on July 13, 1865.
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East Tennessee, Confederate Army and Department of

Confederate military administrative unit created on February 25, 1862. The Army of East Tennessee, which was the military force for the department, varied widely in troop strength and effectiveness. It was also widely dispersed, which did little to improve its efficiency. The Department of East Tennessee encompassed an area of some 17,000 square miles; on June 3, 1862, it was enlarged with the addition of North Carolina west of the Blue Ridge Mountains. By the end of the year, Chattanooga had been broken off from the jurisdiction, but in early 1863 the far southwestern tip of Virginia had also been added.

The Army of East Tennessee varied in strength from only 7,000 men in January 1863 to 14,000 men in April 1863. Even at its upper limit, however, the army was far too small to provide protective defenses for such a large area. Adding to that were frequent changes in command. There were eight commanders between February 1862 and July 1863.

The commanders of the department were Major General Edmund Kirby Smith (March 9–September 1, 1862), Major General John P. McCown (September 1–November 1, 1862), General Braxton Bragg (November 1–December 23, 1862), Lieutenant General Edmund Kirby Smith (December 23, 1862–January 14, 1863), Brigadier General Henry Heth (January 14–January 17, 1863), Brigadier General Daniel S. Donelson (January 17–April 25, 1863), Major General Dabney H. Maury (April 25–May 12, 1863), and Major General Simon B. Buckner (May 12–July 25, 1863).

On July 25, 1863, the department became part of the Department of Tennessee and ceased to exist as a separate command. However, the Army of East Tennessee remained in place, now known as III Corps of the Army of Tennessee, and was commanded by Major General Simon B. Buckner, the last commander of the Department of East Tennessee. The army’s inability to mount effective defensive or offensive operations was clearly seen during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863) and the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). Army command was given to Lieutenant General James Longstreet in November 1863, until it was again given to Buckner in April 1864, who remained in command until the army became part of the Department of Western and Southwestern Virginia in February 1865.
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Eaton, Amos Beebe

Birth Date: May 12, 1806

Death Date: February 21, 1877

Union officer. Amos Beebe Eaton was born on May 12, 1806, in Catskill, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1826 and was commissioned in the infantry. He mainly held staff positions but did see action in Florida during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). In 1838 he was assigned as captain to the Commissary Department, where he would remain for 23 years. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he saw action at the Battle of Buena Vista, his only other combat experience. As a consequence of his performance in that battle, Eaton was brevetted major. In the 1850s, he served as chief of commissary for the Department of the Pacific.

On September 29, 1861, in acknowledgment of his long experience in the Commissary Department, Eaton was promoted to lieutenant colonel and appointed assistant commissary general. Facing daunting challenges in equipping the largest U.S. military force ever, he methodically went about devising systems to provide adequate food, arms, uniforms, and other supplies to the Union Army. Early on, he was often quite creative in his quest to provide adequate provisions, negotiating with local suppliers and townspeople to make up for supply shortfalls at the company level and below.

Eaton did a fine job and was rewarded for his efforts with advancement to colonel in 1863 and to brigadier general in 1864. He was then appointed commissary general, taking the place of Brigadier General Joseph P. Taylor, who had died. In March 1865 Eaton was brevetted major general. Upon retirement in 1874, Eaton settled in New Haven, Connecticut, where he died on February 21, 1877.
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Ebenezer Church, Alabama, Engagement at

Event Date: April 1, 1865

Skirmish during Union operations against Selma, Alabama (March–April 1865). Brigadier General James H. Wilson commanded three divisions of Union cavalry numbering 13,500 men, one of the largest cavalry forces in U.S. history. Wilson’s mission was to relieve pressure on Union forces besieging Mobile by engaging Confederate lieutenant general Nathan Bedford Forrest’s Cavalry Corps and destroying Confederate industry, including a foundry producing large naval cannon, at Selma. Wilson commanded three divisions of Union cavalry numbering 13,500 men, one of the largest cavalry forces in U.S. history. Forrest’s cavalry numbered about 10,000 but was scattered over parts of Alabama and Mississippi and could not concentrate in time to offer serious resistance.

Wilson reached Elyton (present-day Birmingham) on March 30. That day, he sent two divisions totaling 9,000 soldiers under Brigadier Generals Eli Long and Emory Upton along two different roads toward Selma. They were to unite near Ebenezer Church.

Forrest skirmished with the Union vanguard on March 30–31. On April 1 he was at Maplesville Station with 2,000 men, anticipating reinforcements from Brigadier Generals William H. Jackson and James R. Chalmers, who did not arrive. In the morning Forrest skirmished with Wilson’s advanced guard and then in the early afternoon withdrew four miles to Ebenezer Church. He planned to make a stand there while continuing to await reinforcement. Forrest deployed his men in three brigades, with Brigadier Generals Daniel W. Adams and Philip Dale Roddey covering the right and center of his line and Colonel Edward Crossland covering the left at the church. Forrest positioned six cannon to his rear.

At 4:00 p.m. on April 1, Long ordered the 17th Indiana Mounted Infantry to charge Roddey’s position. In hand-to-hand fighting, Forrest was wounded by a saber-wielding Union captain, whom he killed with his pistol. Long’s Federals retreated, but Forrest’s center and right were assaulted by five regiments of Illinois and Indiana troopers and elements of Upton’s division. Untrained Alabamians on the right broke and fled for Selma, thus unhinging the Confederate defenses.

Forrest was compelled to retreat, with Roddey’s and Crossland’s men covering his withdrawal. Some 300–400 of Forrest’s men were killed or captured. Union losses were 319. Taking command at Selma, Forrest also lost that place on April 2, although he personally escaped before the surrender.
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Echols, John

Birth Date: March 20, 1823

Death Date: May 24, 1896

Confederate officer. John Echols was born on March 20, 1823, in Lynchburg, Virginia, and briefly attended the Virginia Military Institute before graduating from Washington College (Washington and Lee University). Echols studied law at Harvard College and was admitted to the bar in 1843. He then practiced law, served as a local prosecutor, and was elected to the state legislature after moving to western Virginia.

In the spring of 1861 after recruiting men for Confederate duty, Echols was commissioned a lieutenant colonel of the 27th Virginia Infantry Regiment, which he commanded at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) under Brigadier General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. Soon promoted to colonel, Echols took part in Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and was seriously wounded at the First Battle of Kernstown (March 23, 1862). On April 16, 1862, Echols was advanced to brigadier general in the Army of Western Virginia under Major General William W. Loring. On October 16, 1863, Echols assumed command of the Army of Southwest Virginia. That summer, he was called to serve on the court of inquiry investigating the July 4, 1863, surrender of Vicksburg.

Echols resumed command in southwestern Virginia, and he and his small force were defeated at the Battle of Droop Mountain (November 6, 1863). Echols next saw action at the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864) and was subsequently dispatched to the Army of Northern Virginia, with which he fought at the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Echols became commander of the District of Southwest Virginia on August 22, 1864, a post he held until March 30, 1865, when he became commander of the Department of Western Virginia. He then went east to support General Robert E. Lee but did not arrive before the surrender at Appomattox Court House in April. Echols fled, first to North Carolina and then Georgia, where he surrendered at Augusta. After the war, he opened a successful law practice and was involved in railroads and other business endeavors. Echols died in Staunton, Virginia, on May 24, 1896.
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Ector, Matthew Duncan

Birth Date: February 28, 1822

Death Date: October 29, 1879

Confederate officer. Matthew Duncan Ector was born on February 28, 1822, in Putnam County, Georgia. He was educated at Centre College (Kentucky) and began a law practice in Georgia. Ector held a seat in the state legislature before moving in 1850 to Texas, where he continued to practice law. He was elected to the Texas House of Representatives in 1855.

Ector entered Confederate service as a private in 1861. He subsequently received a lieutenant’s commission, and in the spring of 1862 he became colonel of the 14th Texas Cavalry Regiment. Dispatched to Kentucky, he continued to ably lead the 14th Texas and distinguished himself at the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862) in Kentucky. For his performance during the Kentucky Campaign, he was promoted to brigadier general to rank from August. Ector commanded a brigade in the Army of Tennessee at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where his performance impressed his superiors.

In the spring of 1863, Ector’s brigade was rushed to Vicksburg, Mississippi, to aid in the relief of that city, but his unit arrived too late to prevent the Union envelopment. Ector returned to the Army of Tennessee and saw action at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). Later he participated in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), during which he was seriously wounded on July 27 and lost a leg to amputation.

Sent home to recuperate, Ector managed to return to active duty during the Siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865). He surrendered with Lieutenant General Richard Taylor’s command at war’s end. After the war Ector returned to Texas, where he practiced law and became a judge. In 1875 he was elected judge of the Texas Court of Appeals, a post he held until his death on October 29, 1879, in Marshall, Texas.
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Edmonds, Sarah Emma

Birth Date: December 1841

Death Date: September 5, 1898

Union soldier, spy, and nurse. Sarah Emma Edmonds was born in December 1841 in Magaguadavic, New Brunswick, Canada, to a poor rural family. In 1856 her father tried to convince her to marry a much older and, in her opinion, unacceptable man. Rather than do so Edmonds fled, eventually making her way to Flint, Michigan, where she survived by posing as a man—Franklin Thompson—and working as a door-to-door bible salesman.

With the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, Edmonds volunteered for service as Franklin Thompson and was mustered into the 2nd Michigan Infantry as a nurse. She served in hospitals and on the battlefields and several times donned the disguise of a slave to spy behind Confederate lines. In March 1862 she discovered that the Confederates were planning to bluff Union forces at Yorktown, Virginia. Instead of cannon, the Confederates crafted Quaker guns, logs painted to look like cannon. Edmonds relayed the information to the Union command.

[image: image]

Disguised as a man, Sarah Emma Edmonds enlisted in the 2nd Michigan Infantry during the Civil War. She served as a nurse and mail carrier and participated in major battles. In 1884, Edmonds revealed her war service and was granted a veteran’s pension. (AP Photo/The Free Lance-Star)

In the spring of 1863, Edmonds contracted malaria and abandoned her regiment rather than seek medical help that might have revealed her identity. She planned to recover in Cairo, Illinois, and return to service but soon discovered that the Union Army had listed her alter ego, Franklin Thompson, as a deserter. Instead of returning to duty, she published a highly fictionalized version of her life in 1864—Nurse and Spy in the Union Army—that excluded the details relating to her time disguised as Franklin Thompson. Sarah donated all the proceeds from the book to various charities, including the U.S. Sanitary Commission. For the remainder of the war, Edmonds worked for the commission as a nurse.

Edmonds subsequently returned to Canada, married, and raised a family. In 1884 she revealed the truth to her military comrades at a reunion. Many veterans offered her affidavits of support that she used to petition the federal government for an honorable discharge and a pension. On July 7, 1886, President Grover Cleveland granted both. Edmonds spent her remaining years in La Porte, Texas, where she died on September 5, 1898.
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Edmondson, Isabella

Birth Date: November 17, 1840

Death Date: June 14, 1873

Confederate spy and smuggler. Isabella “Belle” Edmondson was born in Pontotoc, Mississippi, on November 17, 1840. She and her sisters were educated at Franklin Female College in Holly Springs, Mississippi. In 1860 the family moved to Elm Ridge in Shelby County, Tennessee, on the outskirts of Memphis. At the onset of the Civil War, Edmondson was recovering emotionally from a broken engagement. As with many young women of her age and social class, she nursed and fed soldiers and sewed shirts and flags for the Confederate cause while also contributing to the running of her family’s household. But Edmondson sought more exciting activities that suited her rebellious and high-spirited nature.

Edmondson’s brother James organized Company B of the 154th Tennessee Regiment in May 1861, while her other brother, Edmund, joined that regiment and became one of Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s scouts. In 1862 after the fall of Memphis to Union forces, Edmondson began smuggling information and goods to Confederate officials. Her family’s home was perfectly situated between the Mississippi border and Memphis. Both Confederate and Union troops patrolled the vicinity.

Edmondson kept diaries in which she described her activities. Her correspondence with family and friends also revealed the extent of her smuggling activities. As with many female agents, she carried information in her bodice or secreted medicine in hidden pockets inside her clothing. Women were usually not subject to search by male soldiers or captors. One activity she prided herself in was the sorting of and mailing of letters from Confederate soldiers to their families. Other items that she transported included amputation tools, boots, medicine, salt, and cloth. Edmondson evidently enjoyed her espionage work because it allowed her to transcend the societal confines of her gender and provided excitement and drama. During her activities, she met with numerous Confederate generals.

After Union officials learned of her activities and issued a warrant for her arrest in June 1864, Edmondson fled to Waverly Plantation in Mississippi (Clay County), where she resided until the end of the war. She returned to Memphis only near the end of her life, when she became friends with former Confederate president Jefferson Davis and his family. Some suggest that Edmondson’s sudden death on June 14, 1873, was by her own hand, but a yellow fever epidemic hit Memphis in 1873, and she may well have succumbed to it. As with many women spies and scouts for the Confederacy, there is little documentation of Edmondson’s activities.
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Education

The Civil War impacted education at all levels in both the North and the South. In some communities, existing academies were transformed into so-called orphan schools, funded by private donors, that provided education for children who had lost fathers during the war. Both sides incorporated different school texts; the Union ABC and the Confederate Willie’s Political Alphabet focused on national pride. They replaced older alphabet memorization guides (e.g., “A is for Apple”) with “O is an Officer proud of his station.” Prior to the Civil War, publishing houses in the North had published school textbooks for the entire nation. During the war, however, publishing houses sprang up in both the North and the South that focused on nation-specific books and textbooks.

The war perpetuated antebellum class-based challenges in the South, with education provided specifically for the elite. Public secondary schools were rare in the South, and during the war they existed in only three states: North Carolina, Tennessee, and Alabama. Children of lower-class families in the North would often receive an education in one-room schoolhouses, in either common schools or field schools; in some cases, children were educated at home. Students in common schools would attend classes for three to six months each year, partly due to agricultural cycles; teachers in these schools were often farmers with only a modest education. Instruction in the field schools, similar to the elite academies, albeit without the instructor quality, would last between 8 and 10 months each year.

Schools focused on basic literacy and rudimentary life skills, incorporating reading, mathematics, spelling, and penmanship. Many schools in the North, with the exception of academies for the elite and middle classes, offered instruction similar to those in the common and field schools in the South.

Before the war, many states in the South had enacted laws forbidding the education of slaves, and by the 1850s, dissent among white Southerners raged on the issue of slave literacy. While statistics vary, by the time of the Emancipation Proclamation in January 1863, some 5–10 percent of slaves could read. The Union Army unofficially began efforts to educate slaves. As the war progressed and portions of the South became Union-occupied territory, additional schools were opened specifically for African Americans.

Legislation during the Civil War established several precedents for education during postwar Reconstruction. One of these was the Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act, enacted on July 2, 1862. This legislation was designed to address the inadequacies of higher education, which until the Civil War was mainly reserved for the wealthy, especially in the South, which had few public colleges or universities. Among other things, the bill established public land grants to individual states to establish and maintain agricultural and mechanical colleges. The Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act was expanded in 1863 and specified that the student curricula in these schools must include military science. It was thus the forerunner of today’s Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC).

The legislation provided 30,000 acres of land for each U.S. representative and senator a state sent to Congress; thus, states with larger populations (and more representatives) received the most land. After the Civil War, the same offer was made to the Southern states. Many states, however, lacked the funds to begin building schools immediately, and this legislation prompted intense land speculation, making it difficult for individual states to claim their allotted land. Nevertheless, the Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act did help transform higher education in the years following the Civil War, especially during and after the 1880s. Numerous public colleges and universities were established, including historically black colleges and universities, making a college education attainable for millions of Americans who otherwise would not have had access to one.
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Edwards, Oliver

Birth Date: January 30, 1835

Death Date: April 28, 1904

Union officer. Oliver Edwards was born on January 30, 1835, in Springfield, Massachusetts. He moved to Warsaw, Illinois, as a young man to start a foundry business. In June 1861 he became a first lieutenant and an adjutant in the 10th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment. Soon thereafter he became an aide to Brigadier General Darius Couch and saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). In September 1862 Edwards became colonel of the 37th Massachusetts Infantry, which saw combat in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Within days of leaving Gettysburg, Edwards and his regiment were sent to New York City to suppress the draft riots there.

In early 1864 Edwards held a brigade command before reassuming charge of the 37th Massachusetts, which he led during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864). In the later engagement, he again temporarily led a brigade for several days, with great tenacity. He continued with a brigade command in VI Corps, which then saw service during Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Edwards was conspicuous during the campaign at the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864). Shortly thereafter, he was brevetted brigadier general of volunteers.

After the fighting at Winchester, Edwards took command of that strategic town, where he did a notable job of protecting supplies, supply lines, and hospitals. In the autumn of 1864, he participated in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). On April 2, 1865, he accepted the official surrender of Petersburg. He led a brigade at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865), and he and his men were responsible for capturing a Confederate brigade along with two Confederate generals. Brevetted major general for his actions that day, Edwards was finally advanced to full brigadier general on May 19, 1865.

Postbellum, Edwards returned to his Illinois foundry business and served three terms as mayor of Warsaw, Illinois, where he died on April 28, 1904.
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Egan, Thomas Wilberforce

Birth Date: June 14, 1834

Death Date: February 24, 1887

Union officer. Thomas Wilberforce Egan was born to Irish immigrant parents on June 14, 1834, in Watervliet, New York. Almost nothing is known of his life prior to the Civil War. Although lacking any prior military service, he enlisted in the army and on July 1, 1861, became the lieutenant colonel of the 40th New York Infantry Regiment, which he led ably during the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). Promoted to colonel just a few weeks later, he participated in the August 1862 Second Bull Run Campaign and the Antietam Campaign in September. During the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Egan received temporary command of a brigade in III Corps, which suffered very high casualties.

During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Egan again led the 40th New York, which was badly mauled in the fighting of July 2. By year’s end, he had taken command of another brigade. In the winter of 1864 after III Corps had been disbanded, Egan took command of a brigade in II Corps, which he led at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864). Egan was seriously wounded during the early part of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) but performed well after his recuperation. He was promoted to brigadier general on September 3, 1864, and took charge of the 2nd Division in II Corps.

Egan saw action at the Battle of Boydton Plank Road (October 27–28, 1864) and was subsequently brevetted major general. Wounded again in November, he resumed active duty in early 1865, leading a division in the Army of the Shenandoah. He mustered out of the army in January 1866 and later that year became the deputy collector of the New York Customs House, a post he held until 1881. Egan died on February 24, 1887, in New York City.
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Election of 1860, U.S.

Presidential election that precipitated Southern secession and civil war. The election of 1860 was perhaps the most anticipated presidential contest in American history and was a major factor in the outbreak of the Civil War in April 1861. Even casual observers recognized that the election’s outcome would probably determine whether the Union continued, and citizens in both regions observed the campaigning and election very carefully.

Throughout the 1850s, many Southerners had threatened to secede if someone committed to free soil and the idea of preventing the expansion of slavery into the western territories was elected president. After 1855, the new free-soil Republican Party gained popularity across the North as it broadened its appeal among voters, emphasizing that free soil would break the political power of Southern planters and preserve the West for whites and farmers. By 1860, Republicans believed that they could win the election because they needed no Southern votes to carry the electoral college, thanks to much greater population growth in the free states.

Before their Chicago nominating convention, the leading Republican candidate was New York senator William Henry Seward, but many delegates considered him too radical, especially on the issues of slavery and abolition, and feared that he would cost the party Northern votes. Instead, Abraham Lincoln was nominated on the third ballot. A free-soil moderate, Lincoln’s rags-to-riches life story was perfect for American politics. A former Whig, he also came from a crucial swing state, Illinois, which Republicans needed to win.

In their convention, the Democrats divided over the selection of a presidential candidate and the issue of allowing slavery in the territories. Most Northern Democrats supported Illinois senator Stephen Douglas, who championed popular sovereignty—allowing residents in the territories to decide whether or not to have slavery. A majority of Southern Democrats, however, did not trust Douglas or popular sovereignty after the policy had failed in the Kansas Territory in the mid-1850s. Separate conventions then produced two Democratic nominees: Douglas from the North and Kentucky’s John C. Breckinridge, the sitting vice president, from the South. Finally, a new political organization formed for the election. The Constitutional Union Party hoped to attract moderates from both North and South who wanted to avoid disunion and a possible civil war. John Bell, a slave owner and senator from Tennessee, was the Constitutional Union Party’s nominee.

The presidential campaign was really two campaigns: Lincoln versus Douglas in the North and Breckinridge versus Bell in the South. Republicans emphasized free soil, a high tariff to promote American manufacturing, and policies intended to facilitate western settlement. Douglas stood by popular sovereignty and claimed to be the only national candidate capable of uniting the country, and he actually campaigned across the South, despite numerous death threats. Breckinridge personally disavowed secession, but most Southern Democrats pledged to leave the Union if Lincoln was elected. They wanted federal protection for slavery in all the territories. The Constitutional Unionists vaguely promised to support the U.S. Constitution.

Lincoln won less than 40 percent of the popular vote but nearly two-thirds of electors by carrying all the free states. He was on the ballot in only five slave states, finishing last in each. Douglas won only Missouri and 3 New Jersey electors, although he received the second-highest popular vote total. Bell and Breckinridge split the remaining slave states. The final electoral vote tally was Lincoln, 180 (carrying 18 free states); Breckinridge, 72 (carrying 11 slave states); Bell, 39 (Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee); and Douglas, 12 (Missouri plus 3 of New Jersey’s 7 votes).

In the wake of Lincoln’s victory, Americans waited to see what the angered Southerners would do. Meanwhile in Congress, the Republicans and Constitutional Unionists enjoyed a large majority in the House of Representatives and captured control of the Senate.
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Election of 1862, U.S.

Midterm congressional election. Political pundits have long considered the midterm elections of 1862 to be a referendum on President Abraham Lincoln and his administration’s prosecution of the war. Voters went to the polls with several issues on their minds. Foremost among them was war weariness. Beginning with the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), the number of battlefield casualties had steadily risen. Major General George B. McClellan’s failed Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the humiliating Union defeat at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) further soured the public mood. Confederate major general James E. B. Stuart’s Chambersburg Raid (October 10–11, 1862) in Pennsylvania further highlighted apparent Union military ineptness.

Results of the 1862 Midterm Election in the House of Representatives
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Another important issue facing voters was the announcement made after the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) that Lincoln would emancipate slaves in the rebellious states on January 1, 1863. The proposed Emancipation Proclamation was unpopular in sections of the North for several reasons. Some saw it as a devious effort to shift the meaning of the war from saving the Union to freeing the slaves. Voters who saw it this way were willing to fight for the former but not the latter. Others were concerned that emancipation would lead to competition for jobs and lower wages. The fear of freedmen moving north en masse had been persistent for a generation and had led to race riots as recently as the summer of 1862.

The third major issue for voters was Lincoln’s suspension of habeas corpus. This tactic kept Maryland from succeeding in 1861, but the administration continued the suspension to weaken antiwar opposition. There were also several other factors that contributed to the antiadministration mood, including falling farm incomes, corruption in government contracts, and increased taxes.

In the November 1862 elections, the Republicans lost 35 seats in the U.S. House of Representatives, although they suffered most heavily at the state level. Democrats gained control of the legislatures of Indiana, Illinois, and New Jersey and also gained the governorships of New York and New Jersey. Because the states shared responsibility for recruiting, supplying, and training troops, loss of the state legislatures to Democrats threatened to undermine Lincoln’s efforts to fight the war.

On the positive side, the Republicans still maintained a comfortable majority in Congress and even managed to gain five seats in the U.S. Senate. At the state level, Republicans still controlled the majority of legislatures and governorships. In short, Republicans were free to prosecute the war as they saw fit. Although the election issues led many to question the wisdom of the Lincoln administration, the majority of Northern voters trusted the incumbent party more than they trusted the challengers. For many, the Democrats were not the protectors of peace, work, and civil liberties but instead were agents of the South who might undermine their country in time of war.

The most immediate outcome of the election was that President Lincoln was sufficiently strong politically to fire Major General George B. McClellan. Lincoln had been reluctant to do so before the war largely because of the general’s popularity with the troops. McClellan’s replacement, Major General Ambrose Burnside, was not, however, a significant improvement. On December 13, 1862, he led the Army of the Potomac to yet another defeat in the First Battle of Fredericksburg.
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Election of 1863, CSA

Midterm election in the Confederate States of America. Unlike elections in the United States, elections in the Confederacy were held on odd-numbered years, and the national elections of 1863 saw both gubernatorial and congressional seats up for grabs. The elections took six months to process (May–November), mainly because large portions of the Confederacy were then occupied by Union forces, and large refugee populations necessitated absentee voting. Confederate politics were not broken down by traditional political parties per se; instead, there were two main political factions—one supported President Jefferson Davis and his war policies, and one opposed them. Antiadministration forces, however, consistently failed to offer up concrete alternatives to Davis’s policies, so a vote for them was really an anti-Davis vote rather than a vote for a specific agenda or platform.

Antiadministration candidates had plenty to complain about, and their misgivings tended to reflect a growing sense of defeatism and despair among certain sectors of the population. Those who opposed Davis’s conduct of the war tended to disagree with the administration on ideological grounds rather than on military strategy. Indeed, they decried the aggregation of power in Richmond and the diminution of states’ rights, which they were quick to point out was one of the chief complaints against the U.S. government prior to secession. They especially abhorred the imposition of martial law, the suspension of habeas corpus, Confederate conscription policies, taxation, and military exemptions. Antiadministration forces did not, however, represent the majority of popular opinion in 1863, which still supported the cause of war and also supported—if only tepidly—the Davis administration.

Candidates who toed the proadministration line appealed to Confederates’ sense of loyalty and duty and urged their constituents to cooperate with Richmond and continue to exercise self-sacrifice for the greater good and the eventual independence of the Southern states. In the end, proadministration candidates still clung to the majority, although their numbers had eroded since the elections of 1861. There were no major surprises in the various gubernatorial races, and even when a sitting governor was ousted, his replacement continued to support the war effort in large measure. Davis and the proadministration forces polled best among soldiers and the so-called border states, particularly Missouri, Kentucky, and Tennessee. Where fighting had become a common occurrence, support for the administration proved considerably softer.

Still, however, there was much anti-incumbent sentiment. In Georgia, 9 of 10 districts saw incumbent representatives go down to defeat. When the Second Confederate Congress finally convened in May 1864, the House of Representatives counted 41 antiadministration congressmen out of a total of 106. This was an increase from only 26 in the First Confederate Congress. Of the 26 Confederate senators, 12 were antiadministration. Davis lost some of his most ardent supporters in the elections, and while they did not signal a complete repudiation of his policies, the elections did suggest that public confidence in the administration was slipping.
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Election of 1864, U.S.

Pivotal but ultimately anticlimactic presidential election. President Abraham Lincoln insisted that the election of 1864 proceed despite the Civil War. Lincoln reasoned that if the election were postponed, as many people thought it could or should be, the Southern effort to overthrow majority rule and deny the fair workings of American democracy would prevail. Instead, Lincoln’s reelection became the war’s final turning point, virtually ensuring a Union victory.

The progress of Union military forces in 1864 as well as Lincoln’s war leadership, especially the Emancipation Proclamation and the enrollment of African American troops, dominated the 1864 presidential campaign. Northern forces made painfully slow progress in Georgia and Virginia, suffering massive losses, especially in Virginia. By September 1, 1864, the Union had suffered more than 100,000 casualties in essentially four months of fighting, pushing war weariness to new depths in the North. Some Republicans schemed to replace Lincoln, believing that he could not be reelected given the military situation. Most Republicans, however, defended their war record. Their platform included ringing endorsements of Lincoln; the Emancipation Proclamation, which they referred to as “a deathblow at this gigantic evil” of slavery; and the use of African American men in combat. Republicans made one fateful change to their ticket, however, replacing incumbent vice president Hannibal Hamlin with Senator Andrew Johnson of Tennessee. This choice for vice president was shrewd, because it appealed to Unionist prowar Democrats. Johnson was the only senator from a Confederate state who had remained in his federal office after secession in 1861.

The Democrats nominated Union major general George B. McClellan for president. Divided between peace and war factions, the Democratic Party never quite constructed a harmonious campaign strategy. All Democrats criticized Lincoln’s military leadership and blamed Republicans for Union losses but disagreed about how to proceed. McClellan favored winning the war first, then negotiating a peace. The party platform, however, called for peace first and, if possible, a reconstituted Union second. Most controversial was a plank declaring the war a failure, something written by peace-wing leader Clement Vallandigham. Democrats agreed on matters of slavery and race, opposing emancipation, and they attacked Republicans as radical advocates of racial equality. Lincoln’s suspension of habeas corpus and the breakdown of prisoner exchange were other issues raised by Democrats.

Republican prospects looked bleak in late August, but finally the Union armies made tangible progress. Most important was the successful Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), which opened the way for a Union advance to the southeastern coast, followed by major victories in the Shenandoah Valley in September and October. Not all states voted on the same day, and in October Lincoln carried Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana. The election ultimately delivered a huge Republican landslide. Lincoln won with a popular majority of only 400,000 out of 4 million votes but dominated the electoral college, 212 votes to 21 for McClellan. Republicans controlled the Senate 42 to 10 and the House of Representatives 145 to 40. Union soldiers voted overwhelmingly for Lincoln, a development facilitated by the furloughing home of thousands of soldiers in closely contested states as well as those from states whose Democratic-controlled legislatures, such as Indiana’s, did not allow absentee voting.

Close analysis suggests that soldiers helped Republicans carry New York and Connecticut and possibly Indiana and Maryland. In a supremely symbolic act, venerable abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison cast his first ever vote for president when he supported Lincoln. Almost certainly, the election of 1864 represented the Confederacy’s last real chance to win the war through a Democratic victory and a negotiated settlement. After the election results became public, a stream of deserters left Confederate armies.
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Elizabeth City, Battle of

Event Date: February 10, 1862

Union naval attack in coastal North Carolina. Following the capture of Roanoke Island by Union forces on February 8, 1862, early on the morning of February 10 Commander Stephen C. Rowan led 13 Union gunboats with additional marines up the Pasquotank River to pursue the remaining Confederate gunboats. This move caught Flag Officer William F. Lynch, commanding Confederate naval units on Albemarle Sound, by surprise and unprepared. The Forrest (1 gun) was at Elizabeth City undergoing repairs, and Lynch had sent the Raleigh (2 guns) up the Dismal Swamp Canal toward Norfolk to speed the delivery of ammunition from that place to the squadron.

Learning that Union marines were going ashore near Cobb’s Point, and with the shore battery there the only means of preventing the Union ships from reaching his gunboats, Lynch went to Cobb’s Point to organize the defense. Finding only a half dozen militiamen present, he ordered most of the crew of the Beaufort (1 gun) ashore to assist. The militia at the fort soon ran, and the remaining Confederates could only man two of the fort’s 32-pounders.

After a spirited hour-long engagement, Rowan’s ships passed the shore battery and closed in on the gunboats, sinking the Sea Bird (2 guns) and taking its crew prisoners and also boarding and capturing the Ellis (armament unknown). The crew of the steamer Fanny (2 guns) ran its vessel ashore and set it on fire, and the crew of the schooner Black Warrior (2 guns) also fired its gunboat. Although Union seamen sought to extinguish the flames, neither vessel could be saved.

The Union gunboats now outflanked the fort, the guns of which could not be brought to bear. Seeing this, Lynch ordered the guns there spiked and his men to withdraw. He also ordered the Forrest at Elizabeth City fired to prevent its capture. The Beaufort, Raleigh, and Appomattox (1 gun) were the only ships in the squadron to escape. The battle cost Lynch four men killed and six wounded.

Driven up the Dismal Swamp Canal, the Beaufort and Raleigh joined the ironclad CSS Virginia at Norfolk. The Appomattox, commanded by Lieutenant Charles C. Simms, proved too wide for the canal lock above Elizabeth City, however, and Lynch ordered it and the lock blown up with explosives for fear that the Union forces would mount a pursuit.

In the battle, the men of the Union screw steamer gunboat Valley City experienced a close call. A Confederate shell struck the ship and passed through its magazine, exploding in a locker containing pyrotechnics. The Valley City’s captain, Lieutenant Commander James C. Chaplain, went to the magazine to help fight the fire and there discovered the quarter gunner, John Davis, seated on an open barrel of powder as the only means of keeping the fire from reaching it. At the same time, Davis was passing powder to other seamen so that the upper-deck gun division could return fire. For this brave action that likely saved his ship, Davis was awarded the Medal of Honor.

Following the battle, Rowan sent marines ashore to occupy both Elizabeth City and Edenton and to obstruct the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal. Others of his men destroyed Confederate property and brought off ammunition, ordnance, and other useful stores.
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Ellet, Alfred Washington

Birth Date: October 11, 1820

Death Date: January 9, 1895

Union officer. Alfred Washington Ellet was born in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, on October 11, 1820. Ellet studied engineering, became a civil engineer, and traveled widely working on various projects. In August 1861 he was commissioned a captain of Illinois volunteers and fought at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862). His brother, Colonel Charles Ellet Jr., received permission from President Abraham Lincoln to create a hybrid military unit, which became the U.S. Ram Fleet. The fleet employed reinforced wooden river steamers as rams against Confederate gunboats in the Mississippi River. The Ram Fleet played an important role in the Union victory in the Battle of Memphis (June 6, 1862), where Charles Ellet received a wound that turned out to be fatal.

Following his brother’s death, Alfred Ellet, then a lieutenant colonel, assumed command of the Ram Fleet. He was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers on November 1, 1862, and the unit’s name was changed to the Mississippi Marine Brigade. Intended as an amphibious strike force, it numbered six companies of infantry and four of cavalry as well as a battery of mobile artillery, all supported by 10 armed steamboat transports and 6 auxiliary steamers. At full strength, the brigade numbered more than 1,000 officers and men and 500 civilians. As an army command within the Mississippi Squadron, the Marine Brigade represented one of the first experiments in joint operations by the U.S. military. Rear Admiral David D. Porter, who had initially supported its creation, soon grew disillusioned with the brigade and its reckless, undisciplined behavior. Although Ellet had nominal command, he was to report to Porter. The brigade subsequently took part in numerous small actions in Arkansas and Louisiana. Porter complained, however, that Ellet “was averse to harmonious action” and disregarded orders. Porter finally secured transfer of its ships to his command, and in August 1864 the Marine Brigade itself was disbanded.

Posted to New Orleans, Ellet resigned from the service in December 1864. He then settled in Kansas, where he once more became a civil engineer and became involved in railroad development. Ellet died on January 9, 1895, in El Dorado, Kansas.
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Ellet, Charles, Jr.

Birth Date: January 1, 1810

Death Date: June 21, 1862

Civil engineer and Union officer. Charles Ellet was born on January 1, 1810, in Bucks County, Pennsylvania. From childhood Ellet excelled in mathematics and languages, and in 1827 he left home to work as a canal surveyor. To expand his technical knowledge, he attended classes at the École des Ponts et Chaussées, the prestigious French civil engineering school in Paris, in 1830. While in France, he observed the construction of wire suspension bridges.

Upon returning to the United States, Ellet’s revolutionary proposals for the construction of wire suspension bridges were routinely dismissed because of his youth. In 1835 Benjamin Wright, the father of American civil engineering, appointed Ellet chief engineer of the James River and Kanawha Canal Company in Lynchburg, Virginia. In 1842 Ellet built the first wire suspension bridge in the United States, spanning the Schuylkill River in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In 1849 he completed a 1,010-foot wire suspension bridge over the Ohio River between Wheeling, West Virginia, and Belmont, Ohio. When completed, it was the longest wire suspension bridge in the world. From 1850 to 1853, Ellet was chief engineer of the Virginia Central Railroad. In 1855 he attempted without success to convince the U.S. Navy to build a fleet of steam rams.

Following the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter in 1861, Ellet offered his services to the U.S. Navy. Although he was knowledgeable of the transportation network in Virginia and its importance to the Confederacy, Ellet’s overtures were largely ignored by Union Army major general George B. McClellan, who became general in chief. Ellet soon was a vocal critic of McClellan’s lack of offensive spirit. Ellet’s pamphlet The Army of the Potomac and Its Mismanagement (1861) was a scathing indictment of McClellan’s conduct of the war.

Following the Confederate ironclad Virginia’s ramming and sinking of the U.S. Navy sloop Cumberland in Hampton Roads on March 8, 1862, Secretary of War Edwin Stanton realized the potential power of steam rams. Ironically, the Virginia had been built to Ellet’s specifications. Stanton now authorized Ellet to oversee the conversion of nine steamboats, procured at Pittsburgh and Cincinnati, into rams. Stanton commissioned Ellet a colonel of volunteers and placed him in charge of the rams. The transformation included reinforcing the hulls with additional timbers and filling the bows with timber to enable them to withstand the shock of ramming. The rams initially carried no ordnance, although a number of sharpshooters were assigned to each ram. Ellet had command of the rams, although for the most part they operated under navy orders, an arrangement that pleased neither party.
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American engineer Charles Ellet Jr. built the first wire suspension bridge in the United States in 1842. During the Civil War, Ellet urged the modification of steamers to act as rams and, as a Union army colonel, led the Ram Fleet in the Union naval victory at Memphis on June 6, 1862. Among the wounded in the battle, Ellet died shortly thereafter. (Hulton Archive/Getty Images)

Ellet wanted an immediate blow against Fort Pillow, but Mississippi Flotilla commander Flag Officer Charles H. Davis resisted. On June 4, however, the Confederates abandoned Fort Pillow, and the next day Davis’s flotilla, reinforced by Ellet’s rams, moved south past Fort Pillow to attack the Confederates at Memphis. Early in the ensuing Battle of Memphis (June 6, 1862), Ellet, commanding the rams from the Queen of the West, signaled to them to pass through the Union ironclads and attack the Confederate ships. Only the Monarch, under his brother Lieutenant Colonel Alfred Ellet, responded. These two rams then made for the advancing Confederate vessels. In the ensuing fight, the Queen of the West rammed and sank one Confederate ship but was then rammed in turn, but Charles Ellet was able to ground his ship on the Arkansas shore.

The battle ended in a complete Union victory, with the Union side suffering only four casualties and one badly damaged ram. Ellet, however, was among the wounded, hit in the knee by a bullet. The wound was not thought to be life-threatening, but Ellet died on June 21, 1862, at Cairo, Illinois, probably of complications from dysentery and the measles.

MICHAEL R. HALL AND SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Davis, Charles Henry; Hampton Roads, Battles of; McClellan, George Brinton; Memphis, Battle of; Stanton, Edwin McMasters

Further Reading

Hearn, Chester G. Ellet’s Brigade: The Strangest Outfit of All. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2000.

Lewis, Gene D. Charles Ellet, Jr.: The Engineer as Industrialist, 1810–1862. Champaign: University of Illinois Press, 1968.

Tucker, Spencer C. Andrew Foote: Civil War Admiral on Western Waters. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2000.

_______________________

Elliott, Stephen, Jr.

Birth Date: October 26, 1830

Death Date: March 21, 1866

Confederate officer. Stephen Elliott Jr. was born on October 26, 1830, in Beaufort, South Carolina, to a well-to-do family; his father was Georgia’s first Episcopal bishop. Growing up on the family plantation near Beaufort, Elliott was educated by private tutors, attended Harvard College, and graduated from South Carolina College in 1850. While still in his 20s, he was elected to the state legislature. With war imminent in 1861, Elliott received a captain’s commission and took charge of the Beaufort Artillery (also later known as Stuart’s Battery), an outfit that dated to the beginning of the American Revolution.

Elliott was on hand with his company during the bombardment of Fort Sumter during April 12–14, 1861. Later that month, Elliott’s company was tasked with guarding Port Royal Sound against Union attack. When the area fell to Union forces in November 1861, Elliott and his men took to harassing the Union troops, mainly through nighttime raids.

Elliott was responsible for the destruction of the Union steamer George Washington, sunk by shore batteries near Beaufort, South Carolina, on April 9, 1863. Promoted to major and then to lieutenant colonel, Elliott was named chief of artillery for the Third Military District (South Carolina) and assumed charge of defensive operations at Fort Sumter.

At Fort Sumter, Elliott employed torpedoes against Union ships blockading Charleston. On the evening of October 10, 1863, he instructed some of his men to place four torpedoes among Union ships, with the hope of damaging or destroying the powerful Union ironclad New Ironsides. The torpedoes caused no damage, however.

In the spring of 1864, Elliott was advanced to colonel and given charge of Holcombe’s Legion, which was promptly dispatched north to Virginia. On May 24 Elliott was formally promoted to brigadier general, and three regiments were added to his command, which took its place in the Petersburg trenches.

During the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864), at least 700 men in Elliott’s brigade were killed or wounded when the Union mine exploded, creating an immense depression in the ground for which the ensuing battle was named. Elliott managed to find two of his regiments more or less intact and led them in a counterattack, but he was badly wounded and unable to hold a field command thereafter until late 1864.

From January to April 1865, Elliott led a brigade during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas and sustained another severe wound on March 19 at the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21). The following month, he surrendered at Durham Station, North Carolina. Elliott never recovered from his war wounds and died on March 21, 1866, in Aiken, South Carolina.
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Elliott, Washington Lafayette

Birth Date: March 31, 1825

Death Date: June 29, 1888

Union officer. Washington Lafayette Elliott was born on March 31, 1825, in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, the son of noted U.S. Navy captain Jesse D. Elliott. After attending Dickinson College, the younger Elliott attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, from 1841 to 1844. He did not graduate and instead took up the study of medicine, which he abandoned in 1846 at the beginning of the Mexican-American War. That year, he joined the regular army as a second lieutenant in the Mounted Rifles and saw combat during much of the conflict. Remaining in the army at war’s end, he served as a recruiter and was stationed in several western outposts.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Elliott held the rank of captain. He saw action at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861) in Missouri. On September 14, 1861, he was commissioned a colonel in the volunteers and given command of the 2nd Iowa Cavalry in Major General John Pope’s Army of the Mississippi. Elliott saw action in the siege of New Madrid in Missouri (March 3–14, 1862) and the Union advance on Corinth that May. On June 11, 1862, he was named brigadier general of volunteers and served as Pope’s top cavalry officer. Moving with Pope to Virginia, Elliott was wounded in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).

After his convalescence, Elliott was named commander of the Department of the Northwest in November 1862, a post he held only briefly. He then headed a brigade in the Middle Department before he took command of the 3rd Division, III Corps, Army of the Potomac, in February 1863, seeing action at the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Later that year during the Union campaign to take Knoxville, Tennessee, Elliott commanded the 1st Cavalry Division in the Army of the Cumberland. He was chief of cavalry for the Army of the Cumberland during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and commanded an infantry division in the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864). Brevetted major general in the regular and volunteer organizations in May 1865, in July he received command of the Department of Kansas. He mustered out of the volunteers in 1866.

Elliott returned to the army after the war as a lieutenant colonel in the 3rd U.S. Cavalry. In 1878 he was promoted to colonel and retired the next year. He then relocated to San Francisco, where he became involved in the banking industry. Elliott died in San Francisco on June 29, 1888.
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Ellis, John Willis

Birth Date: November 23, 1820

Death Date: July 7, 1861

Governor of North Carolina. John Willis Ellis was born on November 23, 1820, in Rowan County, North Carolina, and graduated from the University of North Carolina in 1841. After reading for the law, he was admitted to the bar the following year and began a practice in Salisbury, North Carolina. A staunch Democrat, he served in the North Carolina House of Commons (1844–1848), where he championed internal improvements. In 1848 he became a state superior court judge and was lauded for his work. Nominated for governor in 1858, he handily won election and took office on January 1, 1859.

Ellis pushed hard for more canal and railroad construction in his state, and in 1860 he was elected to a second term in office. When Abraham Lincoln was elected in November of that year, Ellis began to lobby for the establishment of a southern Confederacy to escape what he saw as the illegal usurpation of power by the federal government. By early 1861, Ellis was pushing strongly for secession. At the same time, he began preparing state troops for the possibility of armed conflict. He managed to convince the vacillating state legislature to appropriate some $300,000 for this effort, but a state referendum in February 1861 rejected the convening of a secession convention, much to Ellis’s chagrin.

Shortly after the attack on Fort Sumter when Lincoln issued a call for volunteers to quash the Southern insurrection, Ellis immediately began mobilizing thousands of state militiamen. After another impassioned plea by Ellis, a state secession convention convened and voted for secession on May 20. Ellis now threw himself into the task of girding his state for war. Taken ill, he traveled to Red Sulphur Springs, Virginia (West Virginia), to recuperate but died there on July 7, 1861.
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Ellsworth, Ephraim Elmer

Birth Date: April 11, 1837

Death Date: May 24, 1861

Union officer. Ephraim Elmer Ellsworth was born in Malta, New York, on April 11, 1837. At age 17 he moved to Chicago to try his hand in business. In Chicago, he became fascinated with the Zouaves, French colonial troops employed in North Africa, and eventually raised a Zouave unit that became part of the Illinois National Guard, in which he served as a major. In August 1860 Ellsworth went to Springfield, Illinois, to study law in Abraham Lincoln’s law office. Ellsworth later worked for Lincoln’s 1860 campaign and accompanied President-elect Lincoln to Washington in 1861.

After the war began in April 1861, Ellsworth returned to New York and raised the 11th New York Infantry Regiment for federal service, becoming its colonel. Trained and uniformed as Zouaves and made up mostly of volunteers from the New York City Fire Department, they were nicknamed the Fire Zouaves. One of the first regiments to reach Washington, D.C., the Zouaves quickly gained a reputation for being rough and wild men.

On May 24, 1861, Ellsworth led the Zouaves on a mission into nearby Alexandria, Virginia, just across the Potomac River from Washington, then under a flag of truce. His orders were to secure and occupy the city. Crossing the Potomac by boat, his men moved into Alexandria. Ellsworth, a lieutenant, and a number of soldiers proceeded to the telegraph office. As they did so, one of the men spotted a Confederate flag atop the Marshall House Inn. Determined to take down the pennant as soon as possible, Ellsworth entered the hotel with his party. Encountering the proprietor, James T. Jackson, Ellsworth asked him whether he was the owner and whether he knew about the flag. Jackson said he was a guest and had no knowledge of the flag. Ellsworth proceeded to the roof with his men and took down the flag. As they came down the stairs, Jackson confronted them, firing a double-barreled shotgun at Ellsworth and hitting him in the chest, killing him almost instantly. Jackson in turn was promptly shot dead by one of Ellsworth’s men, Private Francis E. Brownell. (In 1877, Brownell was awarded the Medal of Honor for killing Jackson.) Ellsworth thus became the first conspicuous Union casualty of the war, and his death made headlines around the country. The Southern press, meanwhile, attempted to turn Jackson into a hero of its own.
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Ellsworth’s Zouaves

Union infantry regiment. The unit was active from May 7, 1861, when it first entered federal service, until June 2, 1862. E. Elmer Ellsworth recruited the regiment from among New York City firemen and adopted the Zouave uniform—baggy scarlet trousers and blue jackets. The unit was also known as the Fire Zouaves, although its official designation was the 11th New York Infantry. The Zouave uniforms proved too conspicuous in combat and were soon abandoned.

The regiment numbered 1,100 men in May 1861 and initially served as part of Brigadier General Irvin McDowell’s Department of Northeastern Virginia. The regiment’s first action involved the capture and occupation of Alexandria, Virginia, on May 24, 1861. After Colonel Ellsworth climbed onto the roof of the Marshall House Hotel to remove a Confederate flag, the innkeeper, James Jackson, killed him with a shotgun blast. Private Francis E. Brownell immediately killed Jackson. Lieutenant Colonel Noah L. Farnham assumed command of the regiment until Colonel Charles M. Leoser took command in August 1861. He held that post until April 1862.

The regiment saw action in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), in which it suffered 35 killed, more than 70 wounded, and 70 missing. Death, injury, illness, and capture eventually depleted the ranks of the regiment to approximately 400 men. Aside from guard duty on Bedloe’s Island, New York, in September 1861, the regiment spent virtually all of its remaining service in the area of Washington, D.C., before formally disbanding on June 2, 1862. Most of the soldiers remaining when the regiment mustered out transferred to the 17th New York Veteran Volunteer Infantry Regiment.
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Elmira Prison, New York

Union prisoner-of-war camp located in Elmira, New York. The Elmira Prison was formed by using part of old Fort Rathburn, which had fallen into disuse and disrepair. On July 6, 1864, its surviving barracks building, known as Barracks #3, was pressed into service as a prison. When the building was filled, additional prisoners were held in its environs, both in tents and crude temporary structures. Elmira, New York, was chosen as a prison site chiefly because it was close to several important rail lines, including the Northern Central and Erie railways.

Life at Elmira Prison proved to be a thoroughly miserable experience for the 12,122 Confederate prisoners who were housed there until the summer of 1865. Elmira’s inmates, who dubbed the place “Hellmira,” suffered from disease, malnutrition, inadequate water supplies, deplorable hygiene, poor drainage, and frequent exposure and death during the bitter winter months. The last prisoner was released on September 27, 1865. Union records indicated that an astounding 2,917 inmates died in the camp. The prison camp was soon demolished and became farmland. In the early 20th century, the site was converted into a residential area. There are currently no traces of Elmira Prison, although Woodlawn Cemetery, about two miles from the Elmira site, remains a grim testimonial to the several thousand Confederates who died at the prison during 1864 and 1865.
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A bird’s-eye view of Elmira Prison on the Chemung River, New York, with a long line of Confederate prisoners. During 1864–1865, Elmira housed more than 12,000 Confederates. (Library of Congress)
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Eltham’s Landing, Battle of

Event Date: May 7, 1862

Engagement during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). After the siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3), Confederate forces under General Joseph E. Johnston fell back toward Richmond. On May 3 in an attempt to cut off his retreat, Union major general George B. McClellan ordered Brigadier General William B. Franklin to embark his division on transports in the York River, then proceed upriver and come ashore on the Confederates’ line of retreat at Eltham’s Landing. McClellan’s plan was to have Franklin attack Johnston’s wagon trains as they passed northward.

It took Franklin two days to board his men and equipment on the transports. Meanwhile, Union and Confederate armies fought the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862), and Johnston continued his withdrawal. To cover his flank along the York River, he ordered Major General Gustavus Woodson Smith’s command to take up position at Barhamsville, about five miles from Eltham’s Landing, and guard against a possible Union assault from the river.

On May 6, protected by five Union gunboats, Franklin disembarked his troops. He chose caution over decisive action, setting up pickets and trying simply to hold his position until three additional divisions at Yorktown could join him. Although he formed a battle line that threatened Franklin’s position, Smith did not attack. Instead he waited, hoping to lure Franklin beyond the protection of the gunboats’ lethal artillery.

Had Franklin arrived two days earlier he might have cut off Johnston’s retreat, but the entire Confederate army was now at or near Barhamsville, with no real chance for Franklin to get across its path. Informed of Franklin’s presence, Johnston instructed Smith not to engage in a major battle but instead to protect the road to Barhamsville until the supply trains had passed. Smith assigned this to Brigadier General William H. C. Whiting’s division and Colonel Wade Hampton’s legion.

Franklin, meanwhile, placed Brigadier General John Newton’s brigade in the woods on either side of the landing road, supported by portions of two more brigades under Brigadier Generals Henry W. Slocum and Philip Kearny.

Brigadier General John Bell Hood’s Texas Brigade, with Hampton on his right, drove back the Union skirmishers from the woods to the plain before the landing. Whiting employed artillery fire against the gunboats, but his guns had insufficient range and a bluff protected the Union infantrymen, so he disengaged around 2:00 p.m. Union troops then occupied the woods vacated earlier but moved no farther. The engagement at Eltham’s Landing resulted in 194 Union and 48 Confederate casualties.
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Elzey, Arnold

Birth Date: December 18, 1816

Death Date: February 21, 1871

Confederate officer. Arnold Elzey Jones was born on December 18, 1816, in Somerset County, Maryland. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1837 and was assigned to the 2nd U.S. Artillery, fighting in Florida against the Seminoles. At about this time, he dropped Jones as his surname and became known simply as Arnold Elzey. He was promoted to first lieutenant in November 1839 and detached for recruitment duty.

Elzey fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was promoted to captain on February 14, 1849. He again served in Florida, fighting the Seminoles before taking command of the U.S. arsenal at Augusta, Georgia. In January 1861 he surrendered the arsenal to Confederate authorities and then traveled with his men to Washington, D.C., where he resigned his commission on April 25, 1861. Offering his services to the Confederacy, he was commissioned colonel of the 1st Maryland Infantry.

Elzey commanded a brigade in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). His performance led to his promotion to brigadier general to date from July 21. Commanding a brigade in Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), Elzey was wounded at the Battle of Cross Keys (June 8, 1862). At the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862), he received a severe head wound that rendered him unfit for further field command.

Promoted to major general on December 4, 1862, Elzey was assigned command of the Richmond defenses. Late in 1864 he was assigned as chief of artillery to the Army of Tennessee, but he did not reach the army until after the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16). He was relieved of his position on February 17, 1865, and returned to Richmond. During the flight of the Confederate government, he assumed command of militia forces at Augusta, Georgia, before his May surrender.

Following the war, Elzey retired to a farm in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. He died in Baltimore, Maryland, on February 21, 1871.
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Emancipation Day

See Juneteenth

_______________________

Emancipation Proclamation

Executive order signed on January 1, 1863, regarding slavery and African American military service. First announced as the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation on September 22, 1862, by President Abraham Lincoln, the Emancipation Proclamation is commonly hailed as the instrument that freed the slaves. It is an unusual order in that it freed the slaves only in areas still in rebellion against the United States; it left in bondage the slaves in Union-controlled portions of the seceded states as well as those in loyal slave states, including Missouri and Kentucky. The Emancipation Proclamation actually did not free many slaves, as the Confederate States of America did not recognize the proclamation. Indeed, the Emancipation Proclamation did not even declare slavery to be illegal and enjoined slaves to refrain from violent insurrection. The U.S. government simultaneously enacted an endorsement for enlisting black men into the army and navy.

Lincoln had been working on the document for some time, but he did not show it to his cabinet until midsummer 1862. There were mixed reactions, including Postmaster General Montgomery Blair’s contention that it would doom the Republicans to defeat in the upcoming midterm congressional elections. Secretary of State William Seward suggested that the president keep the proclamation quiet until the North had won a major victory, lest it seem like a last-ditch shriek of desperation. When at last Major General George McClellan’s army delivered the first serious check to the Confederates in the East at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Lincoln believed that this was victory enough.

On September 22, 1862, Lincoln issued a preliminary proclamation, stating that it would become effective on January 1, 1863, partly in the hopes that some Confederate states would give in and capitulate rather than suffer the consequences of forced emancipation by Union armies. Lincoln made changes in both the preliminary proclamation and the final Emancipation Proclamation that he signed into law on January 1, 1863. In the former, Lincoln mentioned his pet projects of compensated emancipation and colonization, ideas he had promoted for years. But the final draft of the Emancipation Proclamation made no mention of these proposals. The final document also authorized the use of African Americans in the armed forces, another item that did not appear in the preliminary announcement.

The proclamation has been the object of critical controversy since it was first announced. At the time, Radical Republicans, with abolitionist fervor, continually protested Lincoln’s lack of decisive action to free the slaves. Critics of Lincoln point to the Emancipation Proclamation as a cynical political ploy from a president who was more interested in placating the border states, conservative Republicans, and War Democrats than he was in freeing the slaves. Others contended that it was merely a diplomatic measure designed to keep the British out of the war by redefining it as a war against slavery. Still others have called it an empty gesture, freeing only the slaves over which the Union Army had no real authority.

On the other hand, supporters—then and now—point out that the document thereafter defined every move of the Union Army. Every time new Southern territory was occupied, emancipated slaves would be free in a practical sense. By defeating Confederate armies and occupying Southern territory, the Union armies necessarily freed slaves as a military by-product. Regardless of the Confederates’ original war aims, their cause had been redefined into a conflict fought to keep their slaves in bondage, simply by resisting Union invasion. The essential character of the war had now been changed from a mere civil war to a struggle to free those in bondage. Sympathizers with the South, such as many in Great Britain, could no longer seriously entertain the possibility of helping the Confederacy continue an institution that most abhorred.

More recently, scholars have pointed out that Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation was only one more step in a long process that had been begun by the slaves themselves, the so-called contrabands who had been escaping to Union lines since the beginning of the war. The two Confiscation Acts passed by Congress gave the Union Army the right to seize and liberate the property—including escaped slaves—of those in rebellion against the government. Lincoln defended the partial liberation defined by the proclamation by pointing out that as president, he had no constitutional authority to free the slaves but could take measures as commander in chief to punish those in rebellion against the federal government. Whether he did this because it gave him a legal excuse to abolish slavery, as he had always wanted, or whether he reluctantly executed this half measure only in response to abolitionist and Radical Republican pressures remains a matter of debate.

There can be no question, however, as to the effectiveness of the measure that allowed the U.S. government to enlist African Americans in military service. By war’s end, some 200,000 black men had served in the Union Army and the Union Navy and had made an undeniably positive contribution to the war effort.
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Emerson, Ralph Waldo

Birth Date: May 25, 1803

Death Date: April 27, 1882

American poet, philosopher, writer, and abolitionist. Ralph Waldo Emerson was born on May 25, 1803, in Boston, Massachusetts, to a prominent family with strong ties to Unitarianism. He attended Harvard Divinity School, where he studied to become a Unitarian minister. Emerson accepted a pastoral position at a Boston church, but he resigned his post in 1832 after expressing doubts about institutional Christianity. He then became a lecturer in the lyceum movement of New England as well as a popular writer of literature and philosophy.

Emerson’s essay Nature (1836) received considerable attention for its criticism of materialism and its lyrical depiction of the human relationship with the beauty and virtue of nature. Also in 1836, Emerson founded the Transcendental Club. His 1837 address to Harvard’s Phi Beta Kappa Society, titled “The American Scholar,” brought him even more attention. In it, he urged his audience to rely less on European intellectual traditions and to create a distinctively American way of thinking.

During the 1840s, Emerson became the leading mind in the emerging transcendentalist movement of New England. Also at this time, Emerson enhanced his status as an eminent lecturer and essayist. He compiled many of his early works in Essays (1841) and then expounded upon his thoughts in Essays: Second Series (1844), Representative Men (1850), Conduct of Life (1860), Society and Solitude (1870), Parnassus (1874), and Letters and Social Aims (1876).

Emerson often turned his attention to issues of social reform, especially in relation to the cause of abolitionism. He commemorated the British emancipation of the West Indies in 1844, and he opposed the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) partly because of its potential to augment the number of slave states. More generally, Emerson opposed war in all its forms and promoted nonviolent means of resistance. He denounced the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and then referred to the radical abolitionist John Brown as a saint and a martyr after the 1859 raid at Harpers Ferry. Although initially unimpressed with Abraham Lincoln, Emerson welcomed the January 1, 1863, Emancipation Proclamation.

[image: image]

Ralph Waldo Emerson, leader of the Transcendentalism movement. Emerson was one of the foremost American writers and thinkers of the 19th century. A champion of social reform, he was a strong advocate of the abolition of slavery. (Library of Congress)

Harvard College awarded Emerson a doctor of law degree in 1866 and made him an overseer of the college in 1867. Emerson died in Concord, Massachusetts, on April 27, 1882. The intellectual legacy of Emerson contributed significantly to the advancement of uniquely American philosophical and literary endeavors for the remainder of the 19th century and well into the 20th century.
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Emmett, Daniel Decatur

Birth Date: October 29, 1815

Death Date: July 28, 1904

Songwriter and entertainer. Daniel Decatur Emmett was born on October 29, 1815, in Mount Vernon, Ohio. He received little formal education but at a young age showed proficiency with several musical instruments, including the violin. As a teenager, he joined the U.S. Army and became an expert fife and drum player. While attached to the 6th U.S. Infantry Regiment, Emmett authored the army’s first drum manual. Discharged from the service in 1835, he joined a circus and then formed what is believed to have been the first minstrel troupe in U.S. history. He based the troupe in New York City, but it proved so popular that it toured many American cities.

Emmett also wrote a number of songs, some of which proved very popular in their day. They included “The Blue Tail Fly,” reported to be President Abraham Lincoln’s favorite song; “The Boatman’s Dance”; “Walk Along John”; “Mac Will Win the Union Back,” a tribute to Major General George B. McClellan; and “Dixie,” which proved to be the most popular and certainly the most enduring composition. First performed in New York City in 1859, “Dixie” became a runaway favorite in the South, which essentially adopted the song as an anthem during the Civil War. The popularity of “Dixie” caused Emmett much angst and embarrassment, as he was a loyal Unionist during the war and refused to perform in the Confederacy.

After the war, Emmett continued to entertain across the nation and to compose songs, although none became as popular as “Dixie.” In his later years, he retired to Ohio. Emmett died in his hometown of Mount Vernon on July 28, 1904.
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Emory, William Hemsley

Birth Date: September 7, 1811

Death Date: December 1, 1887

Union officer. Born in Queen Anne’s County, Maryland, on September 7, 1811, William Hemsley Emory graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1831 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 4th Artillery Regiment. He later joined the Topographical Engineers as a first lieutenant. In 1836 Emory left the army to pursue a career as a civil engineer but resumed his military career two years later. From 1844 to 1846, he was part of the survey mission tasked with demarcating the Canadian-American border in the Pacific Northwest.

When the Mexican-American War began in 1846, Emory served as chief engineer and acting assistant adjutant general in Brigadier General Stephen Kearny’s Army of the West, which occupied New Mexico. Emory accompanied Kearny and a detachment of some 300 men who went to California in September 1846, where Emory provided highly effective service at the Battles of San Pascual, the San Gabriel River, and La Mesa, winning him two brevets. He was briefly stationed in Washington, D.C., before going to Mexico, where he was executive officer of a battalion of Maryland volunteers. After the war, from 1848 to 1855, Emory was on the team that surveyed the new U.S.-Mexican border and also delineated the land boundaries of the 1853 Gadsden Purchase, earning Emory promotion to captain in 1851.

Transferring to the cavalry as a major in 1855, Emory remained in the West, where he continued to conduct surveying missions and compiled a series of detailed maps of the American West. In January 1861 he was promoted to lieutenant colonel of the 1st Cavalry. Stationed at Fort Smith, Arkansas, he was charged with holding Indian Territory for the Union.

Faced with overwhelming Confederate pressure, Emory withdrew the garrison to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, without losing a single man. Making his way east, he resigned his commission in May, only to be reappointed lieutenant colonel of the new 3rd Cavalry Regiment (redesignated the 6th Cavalry in August). He then commanded a cavalry brigade in the Washington, D.C., area.

In March 1862 Emory was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. He commanded an infantry brigade under Major General George B. McClellan during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and earned one of four wartime brevets for his service in the Battle of Hanover Courthouse (May 27, 1862), where he effectively split the Confederate forces in two. In 1863 Emory was sent to Louisiana, where he assumed command of a division of XIX Corps, Department of the Gulf, under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks. During the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), Emory effectively led XIX Corps. Although that operation ended in failure, Emory’s firm stand in the face of Confederate opposition allowed Union forces to safely engage in an orderly retreat. Later that same year Emory, now commanding XIX Corps, was ordered east, where he served under Major General Philip H. Sheridan during Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Emory was brevetted through major general in both the regular and volunteer establishments.

Despite his excellent and long service, Emory was not promoted to full major general of volunteers until after the Civil War had ended, in September 1865. Choosing to remain in the army as colonel of the 5th Cavalry, he commanded the Departments of West Virginia, Washington, and the Gulf before he retired in July 1876, at the rank of brigadier general. Emory died in Washington, D.C., on December 1, 1887.
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Enchantress Affair

Start Date: 1861

End Date: 1862

Diplomatic confrontation between the United States and the Confederacy. Accusations of piracy represented the basis of the Enchantress Affair, a diplomatic tug-of-war between the Abraham Lincoln administration and Confederate president Jefferson Davis. The case, which involved the U.S. merchant ship Enchantress, aroused public sentiment on both sides of the war.

On July 6, 1861, after the beginning of the war, the Confederate privateer Jeff Davis captured the Enchantress off the coast of Delaware, and a prize crew led by Walter W. Smith took on the task of bringing in the merchant ship, with its estimated $13,000 worth of cargo. However, on July 22 the U.S. Navy screw steam conversion Albatross recaptured the Enchantress off the coast of Hatteras Island, North Carolina. With the federal government refusing to accept the captured privateers as prisoners of war, the 14 members of the prize crew were sent to a Philadelphia prison, with a trial on charges of piracy set for October 22, 1861.

During the trial, 4 crew members from the Enchantress, along with 10 crew members from another captured ship, the Petrel, received death sentences. While awaiting execution, all 14 were housed in a civil prison in Philadelphia.

The outcome of the trial prompted immediate outrage in the South. During the trial, defense attorney Nathaniel Harrison was unable to introduce documents indicating that the Confederacy was a legitimate government, and as a result he requested intervention from Jefferson Davis after the trial ended. Davis responded to the outcome by saying that he would execute one Union officer currently held as a prisoner of war for each member of the Enchantress and Petrel crews put to death by the U.S. government. Acting Confederate secretary of war Judah Benjamin ordered Brigadier General John H. Winder in Richmond to select by lot 14 senior-ranking Union officers to be treated as criminals. The first selected officer would be confined to a cell appropriate for “convicted felons”; the 13 additional officers would be confined in cells reserved for prisoners accused of “infamous crimes.”

On November 10 General Winder visited Libby Prison; names of the highest-ranking officers were written on paper slips and drawn out of a can. The first name drawn was that of Colonel Michael Corcoran, who would be the prisoner treated as a convicted felon. The 13 others, selected in the same manner, would receive treatment similar to criminals.

In the months after the trial, the case received considerable coverage in the press in both the North and the South, and family members and friends beseeched both governments with requests for mercy. By January 1862, the U.S. government realized that there was little public support for treating captured privateers as pirates or criminals. Demonstrations for the release of the Union prisoners, particularly Corcoran, helped to sway opinion, and on February 15, 1862, Washington reclassified the convicted privateers as prisoners of war. Eventually all prisoners, with the exception of Captain Hugh McQuaide, who died of war-related injuries while in prison, were exchanged or released. The Enchantress Affair and the U.S. government decision to accept the privateers as prisoners of war rather than as criminals represented a small victory for the Confederate government.
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Engineers

Military personnel whose duties during the Civil War included constructing and/or destroying roads and bridges, erecting fortifications, conducting topographical surveys during campaigns, and preparing military maps. All graduates of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, were trained as engineers, and many had contributed greatly to building America’s infrastructure in the pre–Civil War years. The U.S. Army also had two specific corps of engineers, which traced their origins to an act of Congress on March 16, 1802. The regular engineers dealt with most engineering matters, while the topographical engineers conducted explorations and surveys of uncharted areas.

Brigadier General Joseph Gilbert Totten was chief engineer in 1861, having served in that office since 1838. Upon his death in 1864, Brigadier General Richard Delafield was appointed chief engineer. In 1863 the topographical engineers were absorbed into the Corps of Engineers.

On March 6, 1861, when the Confederate Congress created an army, it also established the Confederate Corps of Engineers. The Confederacy hoped and expected that the Corps of Engineers would be manned by West Point graduates who would choose to cast their lot with the South. In fact, the Union Army retained the greater share of engineers. Of the 65 West Point cadets who resigned and received Confederate commissions by May 1861, only 7 were in the Corps of Engineers. Thirteen West Point instructors also went South, but only 7 joined the engineers. With only a small cadre of trained engineers and no means of educating others, the Confederate Army throughout the war suffered from a chronic shortage of engineer officers, as did the Union Army. Both armies were at times unwilling to assign adequate men and matériel for engineering tasks.

The Confederates, however, did a better job of redressing the engineer shortage. In 1863 the Confederate Congress passed legislation that provided a company of engineers to every division in the field. The men were to be selected on the basis of their prewar experience in mining and construction. Each company consisted of 100 men, commanded by 1 captain and 3 lieutenants. These engineer units, numbering 4,000 troops in all, were better organized than were Union engineer cadres, which were embodied only as needed. The Union had 866 engineers in all. By 1865, the Confederate Corps of Engineers had 128 dedicated engineer officers and 188 nonengineer officers. The Confederate Corps of Engineers had 4 chief engineers during the war: Brigadier Generals Josiah Gorgas and Danville Leadbetter, Colonel Alfred Landon Rives, and Major General Jeremy F. Gilmer. Gorgas, Leadbetter, and Gilmer were graduates of West Point, while Rives graduated from the Virginia Military Institute.

Despite their greater numbers, Confederate engineers were at a distinct disadvantage against their Northern counterparts. Because of the Union naval blockade, the Confederacy often lacked equipment and maps throughout the war. What machinery they had was secured from abroad, captured from the enemy, or (less often) manufactured in the South. Largely overcoming these deficiencies by hiring hundreds of civilian workers or employing slaves, the Confederate engineers excelled in the construction of fortifications along the coasts and in the interior. They were masters of zigzag trench fortifications, such as those at Richmond and Petersburg during 1864–1865. Less successfully, they tried to maintain railroads, which suffered from an increasing shortage of rails and locomotives; build bridges; and construct roads.

The U.S. Corps of Engineers, despite its smaller numbers, displayed brilliance in the one area of logistics that was vital to Union operations. Because Northern generals were constantly on the attack, driving deep into Southern territory to break the will of the Confederacy, Union armies had to be supplied with vast quantities of supplies over enormous distances. Part of their food, forage, and other materials were taken in foraging, but much more had to be transported to the armies from faraway factories and farms. Union civilian engineer James Eads and Colonel Charles Ellet Jr. supervised the construction of armored steamboats and rams that opened Southern rivers as logistical arteries into the heart of the Confederacy.
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Engineers of the Union Army of the Potomac constructing a bridge over the North Anna River in Virginia, May 1864. (Library of Congress)

Other Northern engineers became experts at railroad construction and maintenance, keeping thousands of miles of rails open for the movement of men, ordnance, and supplies hundreds of miles into the South. Federal engineers were also responsible for laying pontoon bridges, often under fire. Such engineering feats, combined with other Northern advantages, proved decisive in the Union military victory.
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Enon Church, Battle of

See Haw’s Shop, Battle of
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Enrolled Missouri Militia

Pro-Unionist militia force in Missouri established in the spring of 1862 and first mobilized in July 1862. The principal purpose of the Enrolled Missouri Militia was to provide defenses for railroads, bridges, supply depots, military posts and forts, and important government and public buildings. The militia also had an ancillary but nonetheless important task of undertaking antiguerrilla warfare against the many partisan and irregular Confederate forces that operated in and around Missouri between 1862 and 1865. The most famous example of the latter occurred during Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). Indeed, the highly flexible and informal organizational structure of the Enrolled Missouri Militia allowed militia officials to experiment with a variety of anti-insurgency warfare. The Enrolled Missouri Militia also worked in tandem with the regular Missouri State Militia.

The militia force was entirely funded by the Missouri government but was subject to call-up only by the state governor. Once mobilized or engaged, however, Enrolled Missouri Militia forces were given orders by Union Army authorities. Unlike many militia forces, the Enrolled Missouri Militia had a sizable number of veterans in its ranks, because many federal inductees who were discharged or had left the service enlisted with the militia. The organizational structure of the force was extremely fluid and differed considerably from regular army units.

The Enrolled Missouri Militia was recruited and organized at the local level. Its 89 regiments almost never were as large as Union regiments, and dozens of battalions and companies were also organized at the local level. These were activated on an as-needed basis. Most local outfits did not serve much beyond their specific locality unless mobilized for more general operations and threats such as Price’s Missouri Raid.

Most militiamen served the equivalent of 6 or 12 months’ service, but often the service did not occur consecutively. Although the total strength of the Enrolled Missouri Militia was quite large, only a fraction of the whole served on active duty at the same time. To a considerable degree, the Enrolled Missouri Militia operated as a true citizen-soldier force, much more so than regular state militias. The Enrolled Missouri Militia was indeed designed almost exclusively for local and state defensive purposes.
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Ericsson, John

Birth Date: July 31, 1803

Death Date: March 8, 1889

Engineer, inventor, and naval architect. Born in Langsbanbytten, Sweden, on July 31, 1803, John Ericsson joined the Swedish Army in 1817 as a lieutenant of topographical engineers, but he also displayed a great capacity for mechanical engineering. In 1827 Ericsson immigrated to England to study steam propulsion and there designed many novel devices. Foremost among these was a screw propeller. This brought him to the attention of U.S. Navy captain Robert F. Stockton, then in England, who convinced Ericsson to relocate to the United States.

Stockton then used his political influence to arrange for Ericsson to design the machinery for the Princeton, the world’s first steam-driven screw warship. The new ship incorporated such novel ideas as placement of engines below the waterline to shield them from enemy gunfire. The Princeton performed as expected, but during public demonstrations on the Potomac River in 1844, a cannon designed by Stockton exploded, killing several government officials. Ericsson was exonerated, but he vowed never to do work for the navy again and spent the next 15 years designing commercial steamships.
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Swedish-born engineer John Ericsson is credited as the co-developer of the screw propeller and he designed the machinery for the revolutionary steam sloop Princeton in 1844. Ericsson is best known, however, for the design and construction of the revolutionary ironclad Monitor in 1862. Following its success, he designed other turreted ironclads for the U.S. Navy. (Library of Congress)

It took the Civil War in April 1861 before Ericsson would deal with the U.S. Navy Department again. When word was received that the Confederates had raised the scuttled steam U.S. Navy frigate Merrimack at Norfolk and were rebuilding it as an ironclad, the U.S. Navy called for ironclads of its own. David Bushnell, designer of the ironclad Galena, convinced Ericsson to submit a design that he made for a revolutionary ship. His experimental new ironclad, christened the Monitor, featured many new ideas and ushered in a new age of warfare. The Monitor sported a low, long hull; was completely armored; and had a single turret that rotated on its axis. Constructed in only 100 days, the Monitor was rushed into combat on March 9, 1862, when it fought the Virginia to a draw. This engagement ensured protection for the Union blockaders and the eventual fall of Norfolk. Ericsson spent the balance of the war designing and building new classes of monitors. As a patriotic gesture, he made his unpatented plans available to other engineers to facilitate immediate construction.

Ericsson spent the next two decades refining his ideas on steam propulsion and developing torpedo boats. The most significant naval engineer of the 19th century, Ericsson died in New York City on March 8, 1889.
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Erlanger Loan

Confederate cotton speculation scheme devised to raise much-needed funds for the war effort and managed by the Parisian financial house of Émile Erlanger and Company. Toward the end of 1862 while the military situation still seemed to favor the South and as revenue for the Confederate war effort continued to lag behind expenditures, John Slidell, Confederate minister to France, struck a deal with Erlanger’s brokerage house on October 28, 1862, whereby the French firm would manage a $14.55 million bond sale to be backed by Southern cotton.

The term “loan” was clearly a misnomer, because the bond was to be based on cotton speculation rather than a fixed-cost asset. Erlanger arranged for the bonds to mature in 20 years, selling for 90 percent of face value and yielding a 7 percent return upon maturation. At the time, although the bonds were based on highly volatile commodity prices, they initially held great promise to European investors, because the Civil War had caused cotton shortages in Europe and had driven up the cost of cotton there, which was selling for 50 cents per pound, compared to just 12 cents per pound in the Confederacy. The Confederate government hoped to build up its inventory of cotton at its current depressed price, then use it to redeem the bonds within six months after the war’s end. If investors demanded their cotton before the end of the conflict, the Confederacy was bound to deliver it within 10 miles of a navigable river or rail head, after which time the bondholder was to arrange for its transportation.

Erlanger and Company stood to reap large profits from the scheme, with a flat 5 percent commission for every bond sold. The bonds went on the open market on March 19, 1863, in Paris, Frankfurt, London, and Amsterdam and were an immediate success. Prices of cotton remained high initially, but within a month or two the value of the bonds began to drop, perhaps because too many were sold too quickly and also perhaps because the British began bringing cotton to Europe from India and the Middle East. Prices dropped even more precipitously after the fall of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863, and the Confederate defeat in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Swooning prices notwithstanding, the Erlanger Loan arrangement bolstered the Confederates’ finances into late 1863, allowing them to prosecute the war with more vigor. While most of the bonds had been sold by the summer of 1863, sporadic sales continued, and by early February 1865 investors had purchased more than 80 percent of the bonds. It is estimated that the Confederates raised between $6 million and $8.53 million from the Erlanger Loan.
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Espionage in the Civil War

The beginning of the Civil War found both Union and Confederate forces unprepared to carry out the intelligence and counterintelligence activities so essential to success in war. Civil War leaders did not use the word “intelligence” in its specialized sense, referring instead to “secret service” for both national security work and undercover criminal investigations. Counterintelligence was virtually unknown. Military and government officials often hired their own security agents, who were frequently unaware of other such activities in the field. To the end of the war, intelligence gathering was decentralized, entirely uncoordinated, and often haphazard. Espionage undertakings during the Civil War can be divided into three major categories: Confederate, Union, and foreign.

The Confederacy entered the Civil War with distinct intelligence advantages, particularly in the border states of Delaware, Maryland, and Kentucky, where Confederate sympathizers abounded. Security was lax, and Washington, D.C., proved to be an especially fertile source of information. Several major Confederate spy rings were based in the Union capital, and the first of these, initially organized by Captain Thomas Jordan late in 1860 or very early in 1861, was directed by Rose O’Neal Greenhow, a prominent Washington socialite, whose informants included U.S. senator Henry Wilson, chairman of the Military Affairs Committee. Using a 26-symbol cipher, Greenhow’s reports to Jordan followed the elaborate Confederate Secret Line, a chain of couriers along routes connecting Baltimore and Washington with Richmond.

Although Greenhow’s role in the Confederate victory at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) has been discounted, Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard credited her for supplying information on the size of the Union force about to advance on Manassas under Brigadier General Irwin McDowell. On this occasion, Bettie Duval served as Greenhow’s courier, carrying the message wrapped in her hair. Incriminating evidence seized during the Union advance, however, led to surveillance of Greenhow and her eventual imprisonment on August 23, 1861.

Captain Thomas N. Conrad and Private J. Franklin Stringfellow ran two other Confederate spy rings from Washington. Officially a chaplain of the 3rd Virginia Cavalry, Conrad was largely responsible for operating the Doctors’ Line, which consisted of physicians who couriered messages in the course of their medical calls. Allegedly Conrad also escorted a British and a French delegate from Washington to Richmond so that the Confederacy could finalize a secret loan of $3 million. Conrad also claimed that he informed General Robert E. Lee of Major General Ambrose Burnside’s plan to attack at Fredericksburg at the end of 1862. Conrad’s plot to kidnap President Abraham Lincoln in September 1864 failed when word of the plan leaked out.

In February 1863, Confederate major general J. E. B. Stuart delegated one of his scouts, Private J. Franklin Stringfellow, to establish further communications with Washington and the surrounding vicinity. Stringfellow managed to enlist several more agents who supplemented the information provided by Conrad’s network.

Both Conrad and Stringfellow operated in conjunction with the Confederacy’s Secret Service Bureau, formed in 1862 as a subdivision of the Signal Corps. Headed by Major William Norris, the bureau operated the Secret Line and coordinated activities along it, supervised the passage of agents over enemy lines, forwarded dispatches from the Confederate War and State Departments to contacts abroad, procured publications, and monitored Northern newspapers for information about troop movements and the strength of Union forces.

Unlike the Confederates, the Union had virtually no spy networks in enemy territory when hostilities began. On the Union side, the commanding general of the U.S. Army, Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott, tasked Colonel Charles P. Stone with maintaining militia loyalty at the start of the war. Hearing rumors of plots to assassinate President Lincoln on his way to the inauguration in Washington in March 1861, Stone retained private detectives, the most famous of whom was Allan Pinkerton, to shadow Lincoln throughout his journey and inauguration. When the assignment was over, Pinkerton left the capital. William Parsons, a prominent Washington lawyer, was briefly responsible for local security in Washington, D.C., while another privately hired network reported on Confederate troop movements near Harpers Ferry.

Shortly after the Union debacle in the First Battle of Bull Run, Lincoln summoned Major General George McClellan to Washington to reorganize Union forces. This was the cue for Pinkerton’s recall and the beginning of his relatively short career as spymaster in Washington. Although he later claimed to have been “chief of the United States Secret Service,” his office remained nameless, and he was essentially under contract to the army. Moreover, Pinkerton’s bureau was incomplete. While he was responsible for espionage and the interrogation of prisoners, deserters, and refugees, individual commanders remained responsible for scouting, balloonists, and the Signal Corps. In addition, Pinkerton’s office was not even delegated to obtain and report on enemy newspapers, and no attempt was made to synthesize information from various sources.

Pinkerton’s most famous actions involved the surveillance and arrest of Confederate spy Rose O’Neal Greenhow. Pinkerton was unable, however, to create spy rings or courier routes rivaling those of the Confederates. His spies were mainly itinerants, and no resident networks were placed in Richmond. The most successful of his spies was Timothy Webster, who surveyed Confederate defenses while posing as a secessionist. After Webster fell ill in Richmond during the spring of 1862, Pinkerton sent two other agents to find him. Captured by the Confederates before relief could arrive, Webster was hanged.

Pinkerton’s career came to a swift end upon General McClellan’s dismissal in the wake of the failure of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). As it turned out, both McClellan and his spymaster wildly overestimated Confederate troop strengths. They reinforced McClellan’s own natural caution, and the Union army failed to capture Richmond; indeed, it withdrew back down the peninsula. Following McClellan’s removal from command, Pinkerton left Washington and resumed his private detective work.

Lafayette C. Baker then became Washington’s chief spymaster. Hired by General Scott in July 1861 to assess Confederate strengths between Washington and Richmond, Baker posed as a cameraman but was promptly arrested. When Baker escaped and returned to Washington, Scott referred him to Secretary of State William Seward’s office, where the Treason Bureau had been set up. Baker’s chief task was then to weed out subversion in the North. Often working on anonymous tips, he headed a bureau of some 30 employees during the war and built up files on suspected Confederate agents. Shortly after leading a raid to Maryland to break up a group of planters accused of ferrying passengers and contraband to Virginia, Baker was transferred to the War Department as a provost marshal with the honorary rank of colonel. He now worked in concert with police departments in New York City and other major cities, and several of his employees were placed in the post office to monitor mail.

Union intelligence gathering and analysis received new impetus when Brigadier General Joseph Hooker assumed command of the Army of the Potomac shortly after the Fredericksburg Campaign (November 15–December 15, 1862). Early in 1863, Hooker authorized Brigadier General Marsena R. Patrick to establish a “secret service.” Patrick proceeded to tighten security and instituted the systematic interrogation of deserters, stragglers, and prisoners. He also set up the new Bureau of Military Information headed by Colonel George H. Sharpe. By the end of the war, Sharpe had deployed some 200 spies and scouts and placed itinerant and resident agents in the South.

Intelligence reporting now became more prompt, and a concerted attempt ensued to distill information from spies, scouts, cavalry, balloonists, interrogations, and newspapers. The information bureau grew into a professional outfit, and evidence of its quality emerged with the detailed reports of General Lee’s movements and order of battle preceding the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

When Lieutenant General Ulysses Grant became general in chief of Union forces in March 1864, the spy system continued to prove effective. As Grant’s armies neared Richmond, Grant and Sharpe developed overlapping rings of agents, the most important of which was the Van Lew group. Elizabeth Van Lew, an eccentric spinster, frequently visited Union soldiers in Richmond prisons with gifts of food and other supplies. At the same time, she gathered a store of useful intelligence that couriers transmitted to Sharpe at five information depots. Van Lew developed her own cipher and even managed to install a former slave, Mary Elizabeth Bowser, as a servant and an informant in the home of Confederate president Jefferson Davis.

Foreign intelligence had two main bases: Europe and Canada. The Confederacy dispatched purchasing agents to Britain and to continental Europe, chiefly to obtain ships and arms. Concurrently, Union agents tried to block Confederate purchases. The Union blockade of Southern ports prompted various Confederate secret missions to Europe. In the autumn of 1861, the Confederacy named James M. Mason minister to Britain and John Slidell minister to France. When the two stopped in Havana, however, a Cuban newspaper published their itinerary, tipping off Captain Charles Wilkes, commanding officer of the steam sloop San Jacinto. Wilkes proceeded to stop the Trent and take off the two agents, delivering them to Boston, where they were imprisoned. However, the incident led to the threat of war with Britain, and ultimately Lincoln arranged for the release of the two envoys while reminding the British of their similar activities at sea against the United States. Once in Europe, Slidell became involved in clandestine arms deals and bribed English and French journalists to write material favorable to the Confederacy.

Meanwhile, other Confederate agents were already purchasing arms and ships. James D. Bulloch had been in England since June 1861, and Captain Caleb Huse from the Confederate War Department barely beat out a Union agent in the purchase of 12,000 muskets before moving to Vienna for further purchases. Deliveries were hampered, however, by the efforts of Henry S. Sanford, the Union minister to Belgium, who bribed companies to supply tips on attempted Confederate purchases and then tried to place higher bids. In July 1861 he hired the team of Ignatius Pollaky to monitor Confederate agents in England. In spite of Sanford’s efforts, Bulloch successfully ran the Union blockade with his purchases, among them the future commerce raiders Florida and Alabama.

Across the U.S. border, Canada—or British North America, as the territories were then called—was the scene of many Confederate sabotage plots, which Union agents did their best to infiltrate and counteract. Officially, Canada reflected Britain’s neutrality. Nevertheless, fear of U.S. annexation led to considerable sympathy for the South. This tolerance allowed Confederate agent Jacob Thompson to establish an operational headquarters in Toronto among expatriates, many of them escapees from Northern prisoner-of-war camps. Hoping to capitalize on support from Southern sympathizers in the North, they drew up plans to seize shipping on the Great Lakes, burn Northern cities, and liberate Confederate prisoners held in the North. They received little active support, however, and Union agents forestalled most sabotage attempts.

Be that as it may, expatriate marauders crossed the border to rob banks in St. Albans, Vermont, in October 1864, and fires caused damage in various cities, chiefly in Illinois, while the attempt to burn down New York City on November 25, 1864, led to relatively minor damage. Such efforts were little more than a reflection of the Confederacy’s growing desperation as Union armies closed in on Richmond at the end of 1864. Although espionage began as a haphazard affair at best in 1861, by 1865 both sides were using it with considerable success and accuracy.
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Etheridge, Lorinda Anna Blair

Birth Date: May 3, 1844

Death Date: January 23, 1913

Celebrated Union vivandière (female sutler/laundress) and nurse. Lorinda Anna (“Annie”) Blair was born in Detroit, Michigan, on May 3, 1844, but grew up mostly in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In 1860 at age 16, she married James Etheridge. The following year she joined the 2nd Michigan Infantry Regiment as a nurse, although her duties also included routine camp chores, cooking, and laundering. An excellent horsewoman, she was nicknamed “Gentle Annie” by the soldiers. Annie Etheridge thought nothing of riding onto the battlefield in the midst of the fray to attend to or retrieve wounded soldiers. Transferring to the 3rd Michigan Infantry, she provided valuable medical assistance at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where she was wounded, and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Etheridge also worked as a nurse at a military hospital in City Point, Virginia. She later served with the 5th Michigan Infantry, remaining with that unit until the war’s end. Having been wounded at least one other time, by 1865 she had become a legendary folk heroine. Etheridge had received no pay for her services and was virtually without funds by 1865. She secured a position with the Treasury Department and eventually filed for a military pension, which Congress granted in 1887, at $25 per month. Etheridge died on January 23, 1913, in Prince William County, Virginia, and was buried in Arlington National Cemetery with full military honors.
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Evans, Augusta Jane

Birth Date: May 8, 1835

Death Date: May 9, 1909

One of the 19th-century South’s most popular female authors. Born in Columbus, Georgia, on May 8, 1835, Augusta Jane Evans spent most of her childhood years in San Antonio, Texas. In 1849 she moved with her family to Mobile, Alabama. Her works include Inez: A Tale of the Alamo (1856); Beulah (1859); Macaria; or, Altars of Sacrifice (1864); St. Elmo; Or, Saved at Last (1866); Vashti; or, Until Death Us Do Part (1869); Infelice (1875); At the Mercy of Tiberius (1887); A Speckled Bird (1902); and Devota (1907).

Despite the best-selling status of Beulah and St. Elmo and the generally prolific nature of her authorship, Evans is best known for her third novel, Macaria. She wrote the novel on scraps of paper while she kept watch over Confederate soldiers’ bedsides at Camp Beulah, a makeshift Civil War hospital near her home. Because it was published during the war and appeared initially only in the South, Macaria did not sell enough copies to warrant best-selling status. Even so, this war-themed novel contributed significantly to Evans’s reputation as one of the leading literary women of the 19th-century South. One of only a few books published in the South during the war, Macaria was arguably the most popular book in the Confederacy. Filled with celebrations of the Southern way of life, tributes to the heroism of Southerners, the glorification of Confederate politics and military victories, and criticisms of the North, Macaria delighted Southern men and women.

The novel was so popular that it generated several romantic war legends. One such tale was based on a passage of the novel in which the hero survived because an enemy bullet hit the ambrotype of his lady love that he carried in his pocket. Similarly, the legend holds that a volume of Macaria had saved a Confederate soldier’s life when a Yankee bullet struck it as he carried it over his heart. Macaria remained a favorite among Southerners for many decades after the war. Over the years and especially in the later editions, Macaria was altered to remove the most vitriolic denunciations of the North and some of the more obscure analogies.

Evans married in 1868, finding a spouse in Colonel Lorenzo Madison Wilson, a Confederate veteran several years her senior. She died on May 9, 1909, in Mobile, Alabama.
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Evans, Clement Anselm

Birth Date: February 25, 1833

Death Date: July 2, 1911

Confederate officer. Clement Anselm Evans was born on February 25, 1833, in Stewart County, Georgia. He was admitted to the bar at 18, became a county judge at age 21, and was elected to the Georgia Senate in 1859. In 1860 he served as a presidential elector. In 1861 he enlisted in the 31st Georgia Infantry Regiment and was commissioned a major on November 19, 1861; by April 1862, he was a colonel. For almost the entirety of the Civil War, Evans served in the Army of Northern Virginia, seeing action during many campaigns and battles.

Evans first saw combat during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and briefly commanded a brigade in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Returning to a regimental command, he performed admirably in the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), and Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864). Promoted to brigadier general on May 19, 1864, Evans led a brigade during Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s Raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21, 1864), during which Evans sustained a serious wound at the Battle of Monocacy (July 9, 1864). Evan’s wound, the fifth he had sustained since 1862, sidelined him for months. Returning to duty in the Shenandoah Valley, he fought at Cedar Creek (October 19). In November 1864 he assumed command of a division, which he led until the Confederate surrender at Appomattox Court House in April 1865.

After the war, Evans became a minister in the Methodist Episcopal Church, retiring in 1892. He devoted much of his remaining years to writing and advocating for veterans’ causes. In 1895 he published The Military History of Georgia; he also edited Confederate Military History (1895), an important 12-volume work that historians still find useful. Evans died in Atlanta, Georgia, on July 2, 1911.
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Evans, George Henry

Birth Date: March 25, 1805

Death Date: February 2, 1856

Abolitionist, newspaper editor, and early advocate of the homestead movement. Born on March 25, 1805, at Bromyard, Herefordshire, England, George Henry Evans immigrated to the United States in 1820. While working as a printer’s apprentice in Ithaca, New York, he and his brother avidly read and discussed the philosophies of Thomas Jefferson and Thomas Paine, focusing on their views of the nature of society and the role of labor.

Becoming more and more convinced that labor was being exploited, Evans started his first labor newspaper, the Man, in Ithaca in 1822. Moving to New York City, he edited and published the Working Man’s Advocate, the first major labor journal in the country, from 1829 to 1837 and again from 1844 to 1856. In 1829, the same year that Evans started publishing his paper, the Workingman’s Party was established in New York. Evans soon became involved in the party’s activities, using his paper to advocate the party’s calls for improved working conditions and free public education.

When the Workingman’s Party lost in the local and state elections of 1830, Evans looked for another solution to labor’s plight. Increasingly, he came to recognize that the answer lay in what he termed “the new agrarianism,” or the opening up of cheap or free western lands as a means of providing workers with greater opportunities. In 1840 Evans published History of the Origin of the Working Men’s Party, in which he argued that the party had been mistaken in relying on political reforms for the workplace to achieve its goals and called instead for an Agrarian League to push for free land.

In 1844 Evans resumed publication of the Advocate, which now became a vehicle for the advancement of his new agrarianism. Evans held that along with other gifts of nature, every individual had a right to a homestead of 160 acres. His advocacy of this idea was so effective that the influential editor Horace Greeley, publisher of the New York Tribune, was among those who took up the homestead cause in the 1850s.

Evans also pushed for other reforms in the Advocate and in the Daily Sentinel and the Young America, two papers he edited later in life. He called for an end to imprisonment for debt, the abolition of all forms of slavery, and equal rights for women. Evans died in Granville, New Jersey, on February 2, 1856.
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Evans, John

Birth Date: March 9, 1814

Death Date: July 2, 1897

Physician, educator, railroad financier, politician, and governor of the Colorado Territory from 1862 to 1865. John Evans was born in Waynesville, Ohio, on March 9, 1814. In 1838 he graduated with a medical degree from Clermont Academy and subsequently moved to Attica, Indiana, where he began to practice medicine. He also founded the Indiana Central State Hospital in Indianapolis. He began investing in the burgeoning railroad industry and became quite wealthy as a result. In the meantime he moved to Chicago, where his money and contacts made him a formidable political force. He taught at Chicago’s prestigious Rush Medical College, founded the Illinois Medical Society, and studied the 1848–1849 cholera epidemic in Chicago, which prompted the U.S. Congress to mandate quarantine laws during future epidemics. In 1851 Evans cofounded Northwestern University; the suburb in which it is located, Evanston, was named in his honor.

During the 1850s, Evans was elected to the Chicago City Council and helped to establish the Illinois Republican Party. In this capacity, he became a close associate and political ally of Abraham Lincoln. Evans continued to teach and remained an influential player in Illinois Republican politics. After Lincoln became president in 1861, he offered Evans the governorship of the Washington Territory, but Evans turned it down, not wanting to relocate to a far and sparsely populated region. The following year, Evans accepted Lincoln’s offer to become governor of the Colorado Territory.

Evans immediately set about to establish rail and telegraph lines throughout the territory, which would eventually become part of a transcontinental railway. He is credited with making Denver a major western metropolis, and he founded the Denver Seminary, which is now Denver University. Although economic development and eventual statehood preoccupied much of Evans’s time as governor, he was also forced to deal with hostile Native Americans, especially the Arapahos and Cheyennes. Indeed, by 1864, Native Americans had all but closed down Colorado’s overland trails and were harassing newly arriving white settlers.

That same year, Evans directed Colonel John Chivington, commanding the 1st and 3rd Colorado Volunteers, a force of 800 cavalrymen, to subdue the Native Americans and reassure nervous white settlers. While Evans had empowered Chivington to undertake force if necessary to curb Native American attacks, he had also empowered Major Edward Wynkoop, commander of Fort Lyon, to engage the Southern Cheyennes in peace talks, which produced an uneasy cease-fire by September 1864.

While Evans was away in Washington, D.C., Chivington and his men attacked a band of Cheyennes and Arapahos at Sand Creek, located in eastern Colorado, shattering the fragile peace. Evans had apparently instructed Chivington not to honor the earlier peace. The Sand Creek Massacre (November 29, 1864), as it came it be called, resulted in the killing of 88 unarmed women and children and 60 unarmed men. Upon his return Evans commended Chivington for his work, but there were already rumors circulating that the incident at Sand Creek had been an unprovoked massacre, not the result of a Native American attack. Soon the rumors spurred an official investigation in Washington. President Andrew Johnson, angered that Evans at best had made light of the massacre and at worst had tried to cover it up, requested Evans’s resignation on July 18, 1865. Evans complied, but he remained a popular figure in Colorado. Chivington was never censored for his part in the massacre.

With his political career over, Evans once again became a key player in railroad development. Thanks largely to his efforts, a Union Pacific rail line linking Denver with Cheyenne, Wyoming, was opened in June 1870, and proved to be a major economic boon for Denver. Until his death in Denver on July 2, 1897, Evans remained active in the railroad industry and was principally responsible for founding five railroad companies within Colorado.
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Evans, Nathan George

Birth Date: February 3, 1824

Death Date: November 28, 1868

Confederate officer. Nathan George Evans was born on February 3, 1824, in Marion County, South Carolina. After graduating from Randolph-Macon College in Virginia, Evans obtained an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, graduating from there in 1848. At West Point he attracted the enduring nickname of “Shanks,” apparently a reference to his very thin legs. Evans then served in mounted units on the western frontier, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1855 and captain in 1856. After South Carolina seceded from the Union, Evans resigned from the U.S. Army in February 1861.

Commissioned a colonel in the Confederate Army, Evans distinguished himself during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Commanding a small two-regiment brigade, Evans prevented Union forces from outflanking the far left of the Confederate line. Three months later Evans defeated a Union force during the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21, 1861). He was then promoted to brigadier general, effective the day of the latter engagement. In addition to his reputation as an able commander, Evans was known for his cantankerous personality, insubordination, and drunkenness.

After serving as a district commander in South Carolina, Evans returned to Virginia to join Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Evans fought at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Transferred to North Carolina, he was then assigned to General Joseph E. Johnston’s command during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Because Evans often quarreled with other officers, especially General P. G. T. Beauregard, he was kept from holding an important command for much of 1863 and 1864. Evans suffered major injuries in a riding accident that prevented him from returning to command for the remainder of the war.

Evans never fully recovered from his injuries. After the war he was a high school principal. Evans died on November 28, 1868, probably from the wartime injuries, at Midway, Alabama.
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Evarts, William Maxwell

Birth Date: February 6, 1818

Death Date: February 28, 1901

Lawyer, politician, and statesman. Born in Boston, Massachusetts, on February 6, 1818, William Maxwell Evarts graduated from Yale College in 1837. After studying at Harvard Law School, he was admitted to the New York bar in 1841. From 1849 to 1853, he was assistant U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York. After playing an important part in the creation of the Republican Party in the 1850s, Evarts served as chairman of the New York delegation to the Republican Convention of 1860, where Abraham Lincoln received his party’s presidential nomination.

During the Civil War, Evarts made two trips to England as a representative of the U.S. government, seeking to persuade the British to stop assisting the Confederacy. After the war ended, he backed the effort to have former Confederate president Jefferson Davis tried for treason and argued a number of cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. In 1867 Evarts defended President Andrew Johnson during his impeachment trial.

Evarts served as U.S. attorney general from July 1868 until March 1869, the last eight months of Johnson’s administration. Two years later Evarts represented U.S. claimants before the Alabama Claims tribunal at Geneva, Switzerland. The claimants were seeking war damages from Great Britain for its assistance in helping the Confederacy procure commerce raiders, with CSS Alabama destroying the largest number of U.S. merchant ships.

From 1877 to 1881, Evarts served as President Rutherford B. Hayes’s secretary of state. In this position Evarts supported the construction of a U.S.-built, -owned, and -operated canal across Central America. In 1885 Evarts was elected to the U.S. Senate, but deteriorating health forced him to retire at the end of his term in 1891. Evarts died on February 28, 1901, in New York City.
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Everett, Edward

Birth Date: April 11, 1794

Death Date: January 15, 1865

Unitarian minister, college professor, politician, and one of the most famous public speakers of his time. Edward Everett was born on April 11, 1794, in Dorchester, Massachusetts, into an affluent and prominent family. He graduated from Harvard College in 1811 and earned his master’s degree in theology there three years later.

From 1814 to 1815, Everett was a Unitarian minister in Boston. In 1815 he accepted an appointment as a professor of Greek at Harvard, studied in Europe, and was awarded his doctorate in philosophy from the University of Göttingen in 1817. While teaching at Harvard from 1819 to 1825, Everett edited the influential periodical North American Review.

As a member of the U.S. House of Representatives from 1825 to 1835, Everett opposed President Andrew Jackson’s policy against the Second Bank of the United States. In the midst of national controversy over the abolitionist movement, Everett refused to attack slavery, although he personally detested the institution.

Everett left Congress in 1835 to begin the first of four consecutive one-year terms as governor of Massachusetts. As governor, he improved public education and encouraged railroad expansion. In 1841 Everett was appointed U.S. minister to Great Britain, a post he held for four years. He then served as president of Harvard College for the next three years. After Daniel Webster’s death in 1852, Everett served as secretary of state for the last four months of President Millard Fillmore’s term.

Elected to the U.S. Senate while secretary of state, Everett served only 15 months before resigning in 1854 rather than denounce the Kansas-Nebraska Act, as his constituents and political party colleagues demanded. He believed that the act offered the only hope of avoiding conflict between the North and the South in the increasingly heated controversy over slavery. Although his critics denounced him as unprincipled because he refused to take a stand on slavery, Everett continued to advocate for the preservation of the Union above all else.

Now enjoying a reputation as a skilled orator, after leaving the Senate Everett concentrated on raising money for various worthy causes. As the sectional crisis intensified in the late 1850s, he continued to denounce abolitionist extremists and advocate compromise. In 1860 he campaigned across the nation as the vice presidential nominee of the Constitutional Union Party.

Once the Civil War began, Everett drew immense crowds as he traveled throughout the North speaking on behalf of the Union cause. His most famous speech, now virtually forgotten, was a two-hour soliloquy that he delivered at Gettysburg on November 19, 1863, just before President Abraham Lincoln gave his own much shorter but far more enduring Gettysburg Address. Everett’s Gettysburg speech discussed his heartbreak over the dissolution of the Union. He was also among the first statesmen to talk of reconciliation with the South, stressing the common bonds that tied the two regions together. He remained a faithful supporter of Lincoln throughout the war and continued to speak publicly on behalf of Lincoln’s policies.

Everett died in Boston on January 15, 1865, without seeing the reunion of North and South but certainly aware that it was near.

STEVEN G. O’BRIEN

See also

Abolitionism and the Civil War; Congress, U.S.; Constitutional Union Party; Gettysburg Address; Kansas-Nebraska Act; Slavery

Further Reading

Everett, Edward. Edward Everett Papers. Edited by Frederick S. Allis Jr. Boston: Massachusetts Historical Society, 1972. Microfilm. 54 reels and guide.

Reid, Ronald F. Edward Everett: Unionist Orator. New York: Greenwood, 1990.

_______________________

Ewell, Richard Stoddart

Birth Date: February 8, 1817

Death Date: January 25, 1872

Confederate officer. Richard Stoddart Ewell was born on February 8, 1817, in Georgetown (District of Columbia), although he was brought up in nearby Virginia from the age of three. Ewell graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1840. He was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the 1st Dragoons that same year. From 1843 to 1845, he served on escort duty for pioneers along the Santa Fe and Oregon Trails. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1845.

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Ewell served with distinction in the Battle of Contreras (August 19, 1847), receiving a brevet promotion to captain for carrying out a reconnaissance mission along with Captain Robert E. Lee. Following the war, Ewell, promoted to captain in 1849, was on duty in Baltimore before being assigned to the American Southwest. In 1859 he was wounded in a skirmish with the Apaches led by Chief Cochise.

Following the secession of Virginia, Ewell resigned his commission on May 7, 1861, and was appointed a colonel in the Confederate cavalry on May 9. He was wounded in fighting at Fairfax Court House on May 31. In June, Ewell received promotion to brigadier general.

Having recovered sufficiently from his wounds, Ewell commanded a brigade at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). In January 1862 he was promoted to major general and assumed command of a division in Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s command. Ewell fought throughout Jackson’s 1862 Shenandoah Valley Campaign and was then recalled to Richmond to take part in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Ewell fought at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862) and the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862). During the Second Bull Run Campaign, Ewell participated in the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862). He was severely wounded at the Battle of Groveton (August 28, 1862), resulting in the amputation of his left leg below the knee. During his convalescence, he married his cousin, who had nursed him.

Undeterred and fitted with a wooden leg, Ewell again took up active command. Following the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and the death of Jackson on May 10, General Robert E. Lee reorganized the Army of Northern Virginia into three corps and assigned Ewell command of II Corps with the rank of lieutenant general. At the beginning of the Gettysburg Campaign, Ewell performed well at the Second Battle of Winchester (June 13–15, 1863), where he captured the Union garrison.
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Confederate lieutenant general Richard S. Ewell led the Second Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia at the Battle of Gettysburg and became the center of controversy for his failure to capture Cemetery Hill. (Library of Congress)

Subsequently Ewell’s corps almost reached Harrisburg, the capital of Pennsylvania, before being recalled to Gettysburg. On July 1, 1863, Ewell advanced from the north and drove back the Union XI Corps, which fell back on Cemetery Hill. General Robert E. Lee ordered Ewell to take the hill if possible, for it dominated the surrounding ground. Ewell hesitated and never did attack. His corps remained ineffectual for the rest of the battle.

Ewell fought in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). However, on May 12 during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), Lee was highly critical of Ewell’s lack of nerve and effectively commanded Ewell’s corps himself. Ewell was then removed from corps command and was placed in command of the Department of Richmond. In April 1865 with Union forces closing in, Ewell and his troops retreated from Richmond and joined Lee’s army as it marched toward Appomattox; Ewell was captured at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865). He remained a prisoner at Fort Warren in Boston Harbor until July 1865.

Upon his release, Ewell became a farmer on his wife’s property at Spring Hill, Tennessee. In time he became a quite affluent planter and served as president of the Maury County Agricultural Society. His later years were clouded, however, by ongoing controversy about the Confederate defeat at Gettysburg and whether that could be blamed on Ewell’s failure to take Cemetery Hill. Ewell died of pneumonia on January 25, 1872, at Spring Hill, Tennessee.
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Ewing, Hugh Boyle

Birth Date: October 31, 1826

Death Date: June 30, 1905

Union officer. Hugh Boyle Ewing was born on October 31, 1826, in Lancaster, Ohio. Brother of Thomas Ewing Jr. and Charles Ewing, Hugh Ewing matriculated at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1848, but poor grades forced his early withdrawal. In 1849 he traveled west, seeking his fortune in the California Gold Rush. Finding no fortune, in 1852 he went to St. Louis, studied law, and established a legal practice. He subsequently settled in Leavenworth, Kansas, where he established a law practice with the help of his brother Thomas.

In 1858 Hugh Ewing went back to Ohio, and with the start of the Civil War in May 1861 he was appointed brigade inspector of Ohio volunteers. A few months later he saw action in western Virginia, and on August 20, 1861, he was named colonel of the 30th Ohio Infantry Regiment. After being attached to the Army of the Potomac, Ewing performed effectively in the Battles of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and Antietam (September 17, 1862). He then commanded a brigade of IX Corps before being promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on November 29, 1862.

Ewing next served in XV Corps, Army of the Tennessee, under his brother-in-law Major General William T. Sherman during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Taking command of the 4th Division in XV Corps, Ewing played a key role in the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). Early the following year, he was ordered to Louisville, Kentucky, where he commanded occupation forces. In the winter of 1865, he was ordered east to join Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (February–April 1865). On January 15, 1866, Ewing mustered out after being brevetted major general of volunteers.

Later that year, Ewing was named U.S. minister to the Netherlands, a post he held until 1870. He then practiced law in Washington, D.C., for several years before returning to Lancaster, Ohio, where he farmed. Ewing died there on June 30, 1905.
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Ewing, Thomas, Jr.

Birth Date: August 7, 1829

Death Date: January 21, 1896

Union officer. Thomas Ewing Jr. was born on August 7, 1829, in Lancaster, Ohio. His brothers were future Union brigadier generals Hugh Boyle and Charles Ewing. Their brother-in-law was Major General William T. Sherman. In 1848, Thomas Ewing became private secretary to President Zachary Taylor; the following year his father became secretary of the interior. After leaving the employ of the White House, Ewing attended Brown University, graduating in 1854. He then studied law in Cincinnati, was admitted to the bar, and joined a practice in Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1856. Ewing strongly opposed the admission of Kansas to the Union as a slave state and served as the state’s first chief justice (1861–1862).

Ewing entered the Union Army in September 1862, becoming colonel of the 11th Kansas Cavalry Regiment, which he helped to recruit. He saw action at the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862) and was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on March 13, 1863. Given command of the District of the Border headquartered at Kansas City, he chiefly combated Confederate raids into Missouri. After the sacking of Lawrence, Kansas, on August 21, 1863, Ewing issued General Order No. 11, which sought to evacuate the four Missouri counties of Jackson, Vernon, Cass, and Bates, thought to be harboring Confederate loyalties and aiding Confederate raiders. All inhabitants were ordered to evacuate the area within 15 days. Violators were to be shot.

In March 1864 Ewing became commander of the District of St. Louis, where he busied himself with recruiting African Americans for service in western armies. That autumn he helped check a Confederate raid at Pilot Knob, thereby sparing St. Louis from a likely Confederate attack. In November 1864 Ewing took temporary command of the District of Rolla, Missouri; by year’s end, he was back in St. Louis. Granted a leave of absence in January 1865, he traveled to Washington, D.C., and resigned his commission on February 23. Several weeks later he was brevetted major general of volunteers.

Ewing then practiced law in Washington. He declined two cabinet-level appointments, one as attorney general and the other as secretary of war. From 1877 to 1881, he served in the U.S. House of Representatives. He then relocated to New York City, where he practiced law until his death there on January 21, 1896.
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Excelsior Brigade

Union infantry brigade that served in the eastern theater during much of the Civil War. The Excelsior Brigade was among the few Union outfits recruited at the brigade level. It consisted initially of five regiments recruited primarily from New York: the 70th, 71st, 72nd, 73rd, and 74th New York Volunteer Infantry. These regiments were raised during the summer of 1861 under the direction of New York political leader Daniel E. Sickles, who received a brigadier general’s commission in September 1861.

Serving in the Army of the Potomac, the Excelsior Brigade was initially deployed in southern Maryland and in the defenses of Washington, D.C. The brigade participated in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), during which it was heavily engaged at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5), losing 772 men. During the campaign the brigade was led by Colonel Nelson Taylor, as General Sickles was absent. The brigade also saw action at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). The brigade saw heavy combat at Manassas Station on August 27, 1862, suffering 307 casualties.

In December 1862, the 120th New York Infantry was added to the brigade. At Chancellorsville on May 1–4, 1863, under the command of Brigadier General Joseph Revere, the brigade suffered more than 300 casualties. Revere was later court-martialed for his actions there. At the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), the brigade was commanded by Colonel William Brewster. It was involved in heavy fighting near the Peach Orchard and lost 778 men during the engagement. The brigade saw minor fighting during the autumn of 1863 as well.

When the Army of the Potomac was reorganized in March 1864, the Excelsior Brigade was moved to II Corps and had two additional regiments added to it. During the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), the brigade fought at the Battles of the Wilderness (May 5–7) and Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), where its combined losses exceeded 300. The original regiments were mustered out of service during June–August 1864 as the enlistments of the soldiers expired. At that time, the brigade ceased to exist. Eleven members of the brigade were later awarded Medals of Honor for their actions.

JOSHUA MICHAEL

See also

Chancellorsville, Battle of; Gettysburg, Battle of; Overland Campaign; Peninsula Campaign; Seven Days’ Campaign; Seven Pines, Battle of; Sickles, Daniel Edgar; Spotsylvania Court House, Battle of; Wilderness, Battle of the; Williamsburg, Battle of

Further Reading

Gottfried, Bradley M. Brigades of Gettysburg: The Union and Confederate Brigades at the Battle of Gettysburg. Cambridge, MA: Da Capo, 2002.

Stevenson, James. History of the Excelsior or Sickles’ Brigade. Paterson, NJ: Van Derhoven and Holms, 1863.

Ex Parte Merryman

Legal opinion in 1861 regarding the suspension of habeas corpus. Ex Parte Merryman was delivered by U.S. Supreme Court chief justice Roger B. Taney in his role as a circuit court judge in response to President Abraham Lincoln’s suspension of the writ of habeas corpus on April 27, 1861. Lincoln’s suspension of the writ, the right of a detained person to petition a court to determine the lawfulness of his or her detention, was triggered by concerns over secessionist activity around Washington, D.C. The suspension of the writ covered the geographic area between Washington and Philadelphia and authorized military commanders to arrest and detain suspected secessionists without a hearing or trial.

John Merryman was one of the first suspected secessionists arrested pursuant to Lincoln’s suspension order. A Maryland militia leader, Merryman was arrested on May 25, 1861, on the suspicion of destroying railroad bridges and telegraph wires. Immediately detained in Fort McHenry in Baltimore Harbor, Merryman through his lawyer filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus; at the time, Taney’s circuit court responsibilities covered Maryland. The judge drafted the writ and had it delivered to the fort’s commander, Major General George Cadwalader, ordering him to appear before the judge on May 27 with Merryman in tow and explain the reason for the Marylander’s detention. Cadwalader refused and rebuffed a second demand to appear.

Taney’s resulting opinion, delivered directly to the president, stressed several points. First, Taney reminded the president that Article 1 of the U.S. Constitution reserved to Congress the right to suspend the writ of habeas corpus. Furthermore, Taney’s review of enumerated presidential powers in Article 2 found no such suspension power listed. In effect, Taney argued that although the president served as commander in chief of military forces, his associated powers were administrative in nature and failed to encompass such crucial matters as arbitrarily ordering the arrest of civilians without use of the writ.

Lincoln refused to respond to Taney’s opinion. The president’s address to a special session of Congress on July 4, 1861, however, indirectly touched on Taney’s points by noting that wartime necessitated special presidential powers to deal with emergencies and that the survival of the government should not be sacrificed on the altar of one law. Neither Taney’s opinion nor Lincoln’s address solved the thorny suspension issue in the early years of the war, however. But the festering problems evoked by Merryman ultimately led to congressional passage of the Habeas Corpus Act of 1863, which specifically granted the president suspension powers.
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Ex Parte Milligan

U.S. Supreme Court ruling in 1866 addressing a constitutional challenge to military commission trials of civilians. The Habeas Corpus Act, enacted by the U.S. Congress in 1863, authorized President Abraham Lincoln to suspend the writ of habeas corpus, the right of a detained person to petition a court to determine the lawfulness of his or her detention. But the act also required a federal judge to release a detained person unindicted by a civilian grand jury upon taking an oath of allegiance. Issues underlying this provision came into play in 1864 when an Indiana resident and alleged anti-Union conspirator, Lambdin P. Milligan, was arrested and sentenced to death by a military commission for inciting insurrection and giving comfort to the enemy. Milligan subsequently challenged the military commission’s jurisdiction to try him on these charges, and his case eventually made its way to the Supreme Court in 1866. In the meantime, his death sentence was commuted to imprisonment at hard labor by President Andrew Johnson.

The Court unanimously quashed Milligan’s conviction and generally agreed that the use of military commissions was impermissible in an area where civil courts were open and operating. In effect, the president’s power to enact martial law and try civilians under military law was limited to those areas beset by actual war activity. No such activity existed in Indiana in 1864, and Milligan could have been indicted by a civilian grand jury instead of a military court. The Court further ruled by majority that like the president, Congress also lacked the power to impose military trials on civilians in the presence of operating civilian courts. Constitutional safeguards such as a right to a jury trial and the independence of civilian courts were still at a premium and could not be legislated away, even during wartime.

Little controversy erupted over the Court’s ruling as to the curtailment of the president’s martial law powers. However, its opinion on limited congressional power caused consternation within a Congress preparing plans for postwar Reconstruction and the implementation of military commissions in Southern military districts. However, these concerns eventually faded away with the readmittance of Southern states into the Union.
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Ezra Church, Battle of

Event Date: July 28, 1864

Engagement of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). By the late spring and early summer of 1864, Union forces were advancing into the Confederacy on several fronts, including a drive by Major General William T. Sherman’s army group through northern Georgia. Blocking Sherman’s path was the Army of Tennessee under General Joseph E. Johnston, who had failed to stop Union forces, lure them into costly battles, or launch an effective counteroffensive. As Union armies approached Atlanta, Confederate president Jefferson Davis relieved Johnston and, on July 17, replaced him with the more aggressive General John Bell Hood.

The campaign for Atlanta proved costly, and with Union forces positioned to assault the city from the east and north, in late July Sherman decided to focus his attention instead on the area to the west of the city. He communicated his plan to the new commander of the Army of the Tennessee, Major General Oliver O. Howard, and on July 26 directed him to pull his men out of line east of Atlanta and march them north and west, thereby flanking the Confederate left wing near Lick Skillet Road. Sherman also ordered Howard to sever the rail line between Atlanta and East Point, which was Hood’s last viable supply line.

Sherman reasoned that this operation would cut an important rail line into Atlanta and would also force Hood to abandon the city without a fight or leave him isolated within it. The Union scheme did not end there. Sherman at the same time deployed Union cavalry under Brigadier General Edward McCook and Major General George Stoneman, with the two groups to converge at Lovejoy’s Station, disrupt communications into Atlanta from the south, and free captured Union officers at Camp Oglethorpe and enlisted men held at Andersonville Prison.

On the night of July 26–27, 1864, the Army of the Tennessee vacated its place in Union lines and began its march around the adjacent Army of the Ohio and Army of the Cumberland. Howard expressed anxiety about the plan, despite assurances from Sherman that the Confederates would not detect his movement and, even if they did, would be unable to move quickly enough to stop it. Howard secured permission to deploy his forces in such a way that each unit could protect the flanks of another. This meant a delayed march but enhanced security.

That caution proved wise, for Confederate scouts and pickets had informed Hood that Howard’s troops had withdrawn from their positions in the Union line and were now marching to the west to strike his left flank. Hood responded by ordering Lieutenant General Stephen D. Lee, who had just assumed command of Hood’s old corps, to move his men along Lick Skillet Road and block Howard’s advance. That maneuver, Hood calculated, would give Lieutenant General Alexander P. Stewart time to follow Lee, move around the new Union right wing, and strike it from the rear. One surprise attack would be met by another, resulting in a Confederate victory and the postponement of the Union siege of Atlanta.

Neither Sherman’s nor Hood’s plans worked as intended. By the time Lee’s corps arrived, Howard’s forces were already fortifying their position around and to the west of Ezra Church. Lee, who was inexperienced commanding infantry at the corps level, decided to defy instructions to hold the line and wait for Stewart. Instead, Lee called for repeated attacks on the Union right wing. When these failed to produce much more than high casualties for his own men, Lee persuaded Stewart, contrary to his orders, to launch repeated frontal assaults against Union major general John A. Logan’s XV Corps. The Union troops, firing from behind defensive works hastily fashioned from rails and church pews, beat back the attacks.

By the time the fighting stopped on July 28 in the Battle of Erza Church, the Confederates had suffered nearly 3,000 killed, wounded, or captured. Total Union casualties were only 562. The loss dealt a serious blow to Confederate morale, but if Hood’s scheme fell apart at Ezra Church, so too did the remainder of Sherman’s plan. Stoneman, ignoring instructions, devised his own plan and failed to meet McCook at Lovejoy’s Station as instructed. Stoneman was eventually captured along with many of his men. McCook, unable to find Stoneman, returned to Union lines but only after his cavalry had sustained heavy casualties in repeated clashes with the Confederates. Despite those setbacks, Sherman later forced Hood to abandon Atlanta, occupying the city on September 2.
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Factory Labor

The importance of factory workers during the Civil War was not lost on the governments—both Union and Confederate—or the owners of industry. There were two overarching issues concerning workers, industrial production, and the conduct of the war: whether there would be enough workers to produce the goods necessary to wage the war and at the same time whether there would be sufficient numbers of men to fill the ranks of the armies. Indeed, filling the need for factory labor, even before the Civil War, was often difficult for some manufacturers. To meet this need, manufacturers recruited men and women from both urban and rural areas.

With the start of the war the demand for factory labor escalated, as did the need for soldiers. Filling the need for factory workers while many of the native-born white males were off fighting was addressed by turning to immigrants, women, children, and African Americans. Approximately 58 percent of the U.S. population was male, with immigrants making up a considerable portion. Most immigrants settled in the North, for they could not compete with slave labor in the South. For most immigrants, the opportunities offered by factory work were far more attractive than serving in the military, and in 1860 nearly 85 percent of America’s factories were in the North.

Employment of women and children in factories was hardly surprising, as work in the textile mills, for example, did not require great physical strength, and women and children were considered more docile than men and their wages could be kept low. Women earned only half of the pay of their male counterparts, while in some cases women were not paid at all. Black workers received very low pay and were often used as strikebreakers.

Industry owners were also able to keep labor costs down due to the introduction of new machinery and technology. While many skilled craft workers did leave for military service, many also left their prospective industries rather than be reduced to the role of unskilled worker at lower pay. Employing unskilled workers to operate machinery meant reduced costs for the factory owners.

When the war began, the country was in an economic downturn. While the demand for military goods ameliorated this, most workers did not benefit from the improving economy. There was rampant inflation during the war, especially in the Confederacy, but wages did not keep up with the rising cost of living and prices of basic commodities. The effects of inflation were at least partially offset, however, by an increase in the number of available factory jobs. For example, many families saw wives and children going to work, which meant that there was a larger total income.

While striking during wartime is often seen as unpatriotic, there were numerous labor stoppages during the war. Among these were strikes for higher wages and better hours  and against the increasing use of black and immigrant workers. Some strikes were motivated by the use of new technologies and machinery. During the war, trade unions enjoyed a revival as more workers joined such organizations as a way to protect their livelihoods.

MITCHELL NEWTON-MATZA
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Women at work in a munitions factory in Watertown, Massachusetts, during the Civil War. (Bettmann/Corbis)
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Factory System

Organized industrial production. Traditionally, a factory is a place where goods are made, with necessary equipment and laborers. The term “factory” applies to a wide range of producing establishments during the Civil War, from vast operations—such as the Lowell textile mills and the Springfield armaments in Massachusetts—to centers of household piecework, traditional artisanal manufactories, and everything in between. More typically, in the antebellum popular mind, a factory implied a large manufacturing plant employing water- or steam-powered machinery and a large workforce, organized by a strict division of labor and tight managerial control.

A factory system, however, depends on the broader processes of industrialization and the rise of capitalism. These economic and institutional developments, occurring in the antebellum decades, facilitated the spread of production setups typical of the factory system (although it was hardly pervasive on the eve of the Civil War). Specific developments included the market revolution, wherein production for exchange supplanted production for personal use; advances in transportation (turnpikes, canals, and railroads); the growth of institutions that increased access to capital and entrepreneurial culture (e.g., the credit-rating agency pioneered in 1841 by Lewis Tappan, legislative approaches to default, a securities-exchange infrastructure in New York City, and legal concepts legitimizing the corporation and the authority of employers over employees); and technological developments facilitating transportation and communications (the steamboat, railroad, and telegraph and the improvement of production processes).

The factory system’s development was retarded by the shortage of wage laborers through the 1830s; even in 1860 and despite substantial immigration, firms averaged only 9 employees. The nature of antebellum agriculture further limited the wage-earning population (in 1840, two-thirds of Americans labored on family farms, a situation reinforced by homestead measures for the settlement of the West). Furthermore, civic republicanism and the so-called moral economy still partly constrained the profit-above-all mentality necessary to fulfill capitalist development, and independent journeymen and farm owner-operators, relishing their independent status, still matched the number of antebellum factory wage earners.

Key public figures aided the factory system’s growth, at least remotely, by demanding government support for manufacturing and internal development. These included Benjamin Rush, Alexander Hamilton, Tench Coxe, and Henry Clay. Indeed, Clay’s American System was a byword for government support to American industries.

Unimpeded by Southern opposition in Congress to government subsidization of industry during the Civil War, the Republican wartime economic agenda reflected a similar vision. Although the North certainly capitalized on its status as second only to England in manufacturing capacity during the war, the North merely accelerated trends toward industrial concentration—in steel and iron, shoes, clothing, oil, and mining—that had already been set in motion. More important is the Civil War’s longer legacy in helping set the stage for the more dramatic transformation of America into a genuine industrial capitalist nation during the last third of the 19th century. Not surprisingly, given Southerners’ general distrust and even disdain of an industrialized economy, the war did not similarly transform the South’s economy, and so the region remained wedded predominantly to agricultural production well into the 20th century.
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Fagan, James Fleming

Birth Date: March 1, 1828

Death Date: September 1, 1893

Confederate officer. James Fleming Fagan was born on March 1, 1828, in Clark County, Kentucky, and moved to Arkansas as a youth. He eventually took over management of the family farm near the Sabine River. He fought as a lieutenant in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and served a term in the Arkansas state assembly as a Whig in the 1850s.

In the spring of 1861, Fagan recruited a company of infantrymen and became its captain. The company stayed in Arkansas as part of the state guard, and he eventually became colonel of the 1st Arkansas Infantry Regiment. Fagan served at Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and in the subsequent defense of Corinth, Mississippi, before being transferred to the Trans-Mississippi theater. On September 12, 1862, Fagan was advanced to brigadier general and given charge of a number of Arkansas infantry regiments. He led his brigade during the Battles of Helena (July 4, 1863), Mansfield (April 8, 1864) and Pleasant Hill (April 9, 1864), among other lesser engagements. Fagan was advanced to major general on April 25, 1864.

Fagan saw considerable action during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) and was particularly prominent during Union major general Frederick Steele’s Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864). During the Camden Expedition, Fagan’s division seized some 200 Union supply wagons and inflicted as many as 1,600 casualties, most of them prisoners, on April 25 in what came to be called “the slaughter at Marks’ Mills.” This action effectively cut the Union supply line and compelled the Union to abort the campaign. Fagan also participated in Major General Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864) and was lavishly praised by Price for his performance. Among the last Confederate officers to surrender, Fagan was paroled in June 1865.

After the war ended, Fagan returned to his Arkansas farm and also subsequently served as a U.S. marshal and a land office official. Fagan died on September 1, 1893, in Little Rock, Arkansas.
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Fairbanks, Erastus

Birth Date: October 28, 1792

Death Date: November 20, 1864

Governor of Vermont. Erastus Fairbanks was born on October 28, 1792, in Brimfield, Massachusetts, but moved to St. Johnsbury, Vermont, when he was 23 years old. There he went into a partnership with his brother Thaddeus. The commercial concern grew quickly, and by the 1850s it was manufacturing plows, agricultural and commercial scales, stoves, and other implements. From 1835 to 1838, Fairbanks served in the state legislature as a Whig.

Elected governor in 1852, Fairbanks advocated improvements in state education and social welfare measures. He made many enemies when he supported legislation that banned the sale of liquor. He lost his reelection bid in 1853, but in 1860 he regained the governorship, this time as a Republican.

Fairbanks was an enthusiastic supporter of the Abraham Lincoln administration and its war policies. Fairbanks worked diligently to ensure that Vermont provided as many troops as possible for Union service. He even offered his business empire as collateral on loans that would allow him to train and equip state militia units. Late in his term, Fairbanks convinced the legislature to permit the state government to create recruiting stations and, if necessary, conscript able-bodied men if Vermont fell short of its troop quotas.

Fairbanks left office in October 1861. He died on November 20, 1864, in St. Johnsbury, Vermont.
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Fairfax Court House, Battle of

Event Date: June 1, 1861

One of the first land engagements of the Civil War. On May 31, 1861, at about 10:30 p.m., Lieutenant Charles H. Tompkins departed Camp Union in Falls Church, Virginia, under orders from Brigadier General David Hunter to carry out a reconnaissance of Virginia state (soon to be Confederate) military strength at Fairfax Court House. Figures vary widely for the size of Tompkins’s force, but it was between 50 and 86 men, mostly from Company B, 2nd Cavalry Regiment, but perhaps a few dragoons and volunteers.

At 3:00 a.m. on June 1, the Union troopers arrived at Fairfax Court House on the Falls Church Road (Old Lee Highway) and there surprised two pickets. The ensuing exchange of fire, however, alerted the Virginia troops in the village, some 120 cavalry and 90 infantry all under Lieutenant Colonel Richard S. Ewell. The men were positioned there to help mask the Confederate buildup to the west at Manassas Junction.

Tompkins decided to press on into the village (there are conflicting claims about his exact orders), and he and his men charged up the Little River Turnpike (present-day Route 236) past the courthouse, firing in all directions. The largely untrained Virginia cavalrymen had few firearms and no ammunition. They and perhaps half of the infantrymen promptly fled. Captain John Q. Marr, commanding the infantry, was slain by a bullet, probably at this time in the random firing. Marr was the first Confederate officer to die in the War.

Ewell and former and future Virginia governor and Confederate major general William “Extra Billy” Smith rallied the remaining forces and positioned them in the turnpike facing west. The Union troopers returned for another pass through the village, but several attempts were halted by volleys from the infantrymen, whereupon the troopers tore down some fences and moved off across fields toward Flint Hill (Oakton).

[image: image]

Fairfax Court House, Virginia. Note Union soldiers in front and on the roof. Photograph from June 1863. (National Archives)

Union casualties in the skirmish were 1 killed, 4 wounded, and 3 captured; Confederate losses were 1 killed, 2 wounded (including Ewell), and 5 captured. Although this was hardly a significant military event, 32 years later Tompkins—who late in the war attained the rank of brevet brigadier general—was awarded the Medal of Honor for this action, the first U.S. Army officer so recognized.
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Fair Garden, Tennessee, Engagement at

Start Date: January 27, 1864

End Date: January 28, 1864

Minor battle fought in the immediate aftermath of Confederate lieutenant general James Longstreet’s Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). After the Battle of Dandridge (January 16–17, 1864) in Tennessee, Union cavalry operated freely south of the French Broad River, disrupting numerous Confederate foraging parties. On January 25 Longstreet, commander of the Department of East Tennessee, ordered his subordinates to suppress these operations. The next day, Union and Confederate cavalrymen skirmished near Fair Garden. Two Confederate cavalry brigades and artillery advanced from there toward Sevierville but were checked. Other Confederates attacked and drove off a Union cavalry brigade at Fowler’s on Flat Creek.

On January 27 Confederate major general William T. Martin concentrated his cavalry division on Fair Garden (Fair Gardens) Road, and Union brigadier general Samuel D. Sturgis, commanding a cavalry division, decided to attack him. That morning Sturgis ordered Union colonel Edward M. McCook’s cavalrymen to attack Martin’s troopers in a heavy fog. In intermittent fighting until 4:00 p.m., McCook drove Martin back. McCook’s cavalrymen then charged with sabers, broke the Confederate line, and routed Martin’s men.

The following morning, Sturgis belatedly pursued Martin’s defeated soldiers, capturing and killing more of them. His men now exhausted and short of supplies, Sturgis learned that Longstreet was sending three infantry brigades across the river and realized that he had to flee at once. Before leaving, however, Sturgis had a go at Confederate brigadier general Frank C. Armstrong’s troopers, about four miles distant along the river. Unknown to Sturgis, Armstrong had been reinforced by three infantry regiments and was strongly fortified. When Sturgis attacked, his soldiers suffered numerous casualties. That evening Sturgis broke off the engagement and withdrew. In two days’ fighting, Union forces had suffered 100 casualties, while the Confederates suffered 165 casualties.
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Fair Oaks, Battle of
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Fair Oaks and Darbytown Road, Battle of

Start Date: October 27, 1864

End Date: October 28, 1864

Engagement during the Union Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). The Battle of Fair Oaks and Darbytown Road, also known as the Second Battle of Fair Oaks, was fought in Henrico County, south of Richmond. Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, who had accompanied Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac in the field, planned a major attack on both flanks of the Confederate Richmond-Petersburg defenses. While Union forces assaulted the Confederate right at Boydton Plank Road at Petersburg, Major General Benjamin Butler, commanding the Army of the James, was to mount a simultaneous attack against the Richmond defenses on the Confederate left, north of the James.

On October 27 and 28, 1864, Butler’s X Corps attacked the Confederates along the Darbytown Road while his XVIII Corps attacked to the north at Fair Oaks. Both of Butler’s attacks were north of the James River and fell on the Confederate sector held by troops under Lieutenant General James Longstreet. Both Union assaults were easily repulsed, especially that at Fair Oaks, by the Confederates there under Major General Charles W. Field. In the two battles, the Confederates suffered fewer than 100 casualties; Union losses reportedly totaled 1,603, including some 600 taken prisoner.

With the failure of the attacks on Boydton Plank Road and Darbytown Road–Fair Oaks, Grant halted Union offensive operations and went into winter quarters.
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Falling Waters, Battle of

Event Date: July 2, 1861

Early engagement in western Virginia (now West Virginia). Also known as the Battle of Hoke’s Run and the Battle of Hainesville, the Battle of Falling Waters was fought on July 2, 1861, between Falling Waters and Hainesville, several miles north of Martinsburg. Union major general Robert Patterson, with vague orders to recapture Harpers Ferry, crossed the Potomac River with his 3,500-man army at Williamsport, Maryland, and marched toward Martinsburg. On July 2 Patterson’s leading brigades, under Colonels John J. Abercrombie and George H. Thomas, encountered Colonel Thomas J. Jackson’s Confederate brigade near Hoke’s Run, on the farm of William Porterfield, and the opposing forces immediately engaged. The Confederates fought a tenacious delaying action. Although outnumbered and outgunned, the Southerners were able to hold their ground for 45 minutes against the superior Union force.

Abercrombie and Thomas brought up four pieces of artillery and proceeded to shell the Confederate position while the infantry attempted to surround it. Jackson’s orders were simply to delay Patterson’s advance, and believing that his mission had been completed, he broke off the engagement and withdrew toward Martinsburg. The fierceness of the Confederate defense convinced the Union commanders that they had been facing an enemy as much as 10 times its actual size, and there was no pursuit. The battle also reinforced Patterson’s timid nature and thus contributed to his failure to contain Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s army in the Shenandoah Valley. Johnston subsequently slipped out of the valley and joined Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard at Manassas Junction in time to take part in the first great battle of the war—the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

Casualties in the Battle of Falling Waters were relatively light. The Confederates lost 2 killed, 14 wounded, and 9 captured or missing. Union forces suffered 3 killed, 18 wounded, and 49 captured. Colonel J. E. B. Stuart’s cavalry was responsible for the vast majority of captured Union soldiers, taking 46 men of the 15th Pennsylvania Infantry.

ROBERT P. BROADWATER

See also

Bull Run, First Battle of; Jackson, Thomas Jonathan; Johnston, Joseph Eggleston; Patterson, Robert

Further Reading

Broadwater, Robert P. General George H. Thomas: A Biography of the Union’s Rock of Chickamauga. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2009.

Robertson, James I. Stonewall Jackson: The Man, the Soldier, the Legend. New York: Macmillan, 1997.

_______________________

Farnsworth, Elon John

Birth Date: July 30, 1837

Death Date: July 3, 1863

Union officer. Born in Livingston County, Michigan, on July 30, 1837, Elon John Farnsworth briefly attended the University of Michigan before participating as a civilian contractor in the U.S. Army’s Utah Expedition (1857–1858). In September 1861 he joined the 8th Illinois Cavalry, commanded by his uncle Colonel John F. Farnsworth, as first lieutenant and adjutant. Promoted to captain that December, Elon Farnsworth saw action in most of the Army of the Potomac’s campaigns, particularly distinguishing himself in the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863), after which he was appointed to the staff of Major General Alfred Pleasonton, who urgently requested his promotion. On June 29 Farnsworth was advanced directly from captain to brigadier general of volunteers.

Given charge of the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, of the significantly augmented Cavalry Corps, Farnsworth displayed true leadership ability in a desperate engagement on July 1, 1863, with Major General J. E. B. Stuart’s Confederate cavalry in the streets of Hanover, Pennsylvania. Two days later in the waning moments of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Farnsworth’s division commander Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick ordered him to attack well-protected Confederate troops near Round Top on the Confederate right. When Farnsworth questioned the utility of the attack, Kilpatrick implied that his subordinate was a coward. Thus challenged, Farnsworth led what amounted to a suicidal charge that resulted in heavy losses. Struck five times by bullets, he died on the field. Farnsworth’s charge severely damaged Kilpatrick’s reputation and came to symbolize the high cost of glory-seeking generalship.
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Farragut, David Glasgow

Birth Date: July 5, 1801

Death Date: August 14, 1870

Union naval officer. Born at Campbell’s Station, Tennessee, on July 5, 1801, the son of a naval officer, James (later David) Farragut moved to New Orleans with his family while an infant. There Commodore David Porter became his guardian, and when James was 9 years old, Porter secured an appointment for him as a midshipman in the navy on December 17, 1810. Farragut served under Porter aboard the frigate Essex during the War of 1812 and at age 12 was a prize master. Captured in the sanguinary battle with HMS Phoebe and Cherub on March 28, 1814, Farragut was taken prisoner. Lauded by Porter for his conduct in the battle, Farragut in turn honored Porter by changing his name from James to David.

Farragut’s naval assignments following the war included postings to the Mediterranean and service in the West Indies in 1822 as part of Porter’s squadron to eradicate piracy. Farragut won promotion to lieutenant on January 13, 1825; to commander on September 8, 1841; and to captain on September 14, 1855.

Farragut was a resident of Norfolk, Virginia, when that state voted to secede from the United States. A staunch Unionist, he moved to the North, where his loyalty was suspect because of his Southern origins. He was at first placed in administrative duty, but in December 1861 Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles appointed Farragut to command the West Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron and ordered him to capture New Orleans. It took Farragut several months to put together a squadron, but on April 24, 1862, the squadron ran past the forts at the mouth of the Mississippi River, swept aside a small Confederate squadron, and took New Orleans the next day. On July 16, 1862, Farragut was one of four officers promoted to the new rank of rear admiral, ranking first in seniority in the navy.

During the summer of 1862 Farragut operated on the Mississippi, but his attempts against Vicksburg failed. He then tightened the blockade in the Gulf of Mexico. Ordered to operate against Mobile, on August 5, 1864, he ran into Mobile Bay, defeating the Confederate squadron there, including the powerful Confederate ram Tennessee. This victory brought him promotion to vice admiral that December 31. Poor health prevented Farragut from taking part in the Fort Fisher Campaign (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865), but he recovered in time to participate in combat along the James River at the end of the war. Aggressive and resourceful, Farragut was a model commander and undoubtedly the preeminent U.S. Navy officer of the war.

On July 26, 1866, Farragut was promoted to full admiral. During 1867–1868 he commanded the European Squadron. Farragut died while visiting the Portsmouth Navy Yard in New Hampshire on August 14, 1870.
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An aggressive and resourceful commander, U.S. Navy flag officer David G. Farragut led the attack on the Mississippi River forts that secured New Orleans in April 1862 and also commanded Union naval forces in the August 1864 Battle of Mobile Bay. In 1866, he became the nation’s first full admiral. (Library of Congress)
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Fauntleroy, Charles Magill

Birth Date: August 1, 1822

Death Date: July 28, 1889

Confederate officer. Born in Winchester, Virginia, on August 1, 1822, Charles Magill Fauntleroy received a midshipman’s warrant in the U.S. Navy on March 3, 1838. He was promoted to passed midshipman on May 20, 1844; to master on October 16, 1851; and to lieutenant on November 2, 1852. He resigned his commission on April 7, 1861, but it was not accepted by Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, and Fauntleroy is listed in U.S. Navy records as “dismissed” on May 13, 1861.

Fauntleroy was one of the few officers of the brief-lived Provisional Navy of Virginia. Commissioned a lieutenant in the Confederate Navy on June 10, 1861, he was for a short time detailed to the Confederate Army as an aide to General Joseph E. Johnston. Fauntleroy saw action as an ordnance officer in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and then commanded the Confederate naval defenses on the Potomac River at Harpers Ferry.

Fauntleroy was the executive officer on the Confederate commerce raider Nashville when it sailed from Charleston in October 1861. On its return, he was briefly detailed to the Richmond, Virginia, naval station. Because of his knowledge of artillery, Fauntleroy commanded the Confederate shore batteries in the First Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 15, 1862). He saw ground combat in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and was commissioned a colonel in the Confederate Army that September; he held that rank until 1863.

Returning to naval service, Fauntleroy commanded the blockade-runner Economist. While in France in March 1864, he was assigned command of the Confederate commerce raider Rappahannock, then undergoing repairs at Calais. Convinced that the Confederacy would lose the war and threatened by the U.S. government that it would seek damages for any ships the raider sank, the French government of Emperor Napoleon III refused to let the Rappahannock sail. Fauntleroy then paid off the ship’s crew and discharged them.

After the war Fauntleroy returned to Virginia, married for a third time, and eventually settled on his wife’s plantation near New Orleans, Louisiana. He died at Leesburg, Virginia, on July 28, 1889.
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Fayetteville, North Carolina, Union Occupation of

Start Date: March 11, 1865

End Date: March 15, 1865

Event during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). On March 3, 1865, Union major general William T. Sherman’s army crossed into North Carolina after ravaging much of central and northern South Carolina. In the early morning hours of March 11, an advance column under the command of Captain William R. Duncan, commanding 67 mounted soldiers, entered Fayetteville in south-central North Carolina. Lieutenant General Wade Hampton, then in Fayetteville, ordered a vigorous pursuit of the intruders. Within an hour or two, 11 Federals had been killed and 12 others taken prisoner, including Duncan. Confederate troops chased the remaining Federals out of Fayetteville. As Hampton’s men moved north of the city, a larger Union force—numbering some 200 men—began to file into Fayetteville. Before long, Union forces had seized Arsenal Hill, which commanded the entire area, while more Union troops entered the city. By early afternoon, Sherman’s advance forces had largely secured the city and obtained an official surrender.

Between March 11 and March 15, Union forces ransacked dozens of homes and businesses and destroyed countless public buildings, including the arsenal, the railroad depot and tracks, factories, mills, warehouses, newspaper offices, and banks. Although the city’s residents largely escaped depredations against their persons, almost no property was left unscathed. On March 15, most of the Federals moved north to Goldsborough (Goldsboro), leaving behind only a small occupation force.
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Fayetteville Arsenal, North Carolina

Largest federal arsenal built in the South during the prewar period. Located in Fayetteville, North Carolina, the Fayetteville Arsenal was a sprawling 104-acre complex designed by William Bell in 1838. By the time of its completion in 1858, its imposing sandstone-trimmed brick structure made it the principal small arms depot and maintenance facility in the South. With civil war looming, North Carolina governor John Ellis ordered the seizure of the arsenal and all federal fortifications in the state in April 1861. The commander of the arsenal was a Southern sympathizer who made no attempt to destroy the facility. Indeed, at least 37,000 small arms, a field artillery battery, quantities of ammunition, and other military stores were taken at the site and distributed to a number of volunteer units in North Carolina and Virginia.

In early June 1861, North Carolina transferred control of the facility to the Confederate government. As the war progressed, the arsenal’s labor force increased to some 200 workers (whites, free blacks, and slaves). They produced the brass-banded Fayetteville rifle. They also refurbished and repaired captured Union weapons. The arsenal manufactured a limited quantity of artillery projectiles and fuses as well. The arsenal’s rifle production had been regarded by the Confederacy as only a temporary operation, as a central armory for rifle production was planned for Macon, Georgia, but the war ended before that facility could be completed. Major General William T. Sherman made destruction of the Fayetteville Arsenal a priority during his March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). He reached Fayetteville on March 11, 1865, but early that morning Confederate authorities had shipped out of Fayetteville by rail some of the arsenal’s machinery and stores. The machinery was hidden in the Egypt Coal Mines in Chatham County, while the stores continued on by wagon to Greensboro. In 1881, the federal government sold the arsenal site to private interests.
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Featherston, Winfield Scott

Birth Date: August 8, 1820

Death Date: May 28, 1891

Confederate officer. Winfield Scott Featherston was born on August 8, 1820, in Rutherford County, Tennessee. As a young man, he moved to Houston, Mississippi; studied law; and was admitted to the bar in 1840. After establishing a practice in Houston, he served in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat from 1847 until 1851. In 1856 he moved to Holly Springs, Mississippi, where he established another legal practice.

Elected colonel of the 17th Mississippi Infantry Regiment in 1861, Featherston first saw combat at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and distinguished himself in the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21, 1861). Advanced to brigadier general on March 4, 1862, he took command of a brigade that included four Mississippi regiments. Featherston participated in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862); the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), where his brigade mauled Union brigadier general George Sykes’s force on August 30; and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

In the early spring of 1863, Featherston’s unit was ordered west to help reinforce Confederate forces at Vicksburg, Mississippi, but by the time he and other Confederate reinforcing units arrived, Union forces had already fully invested the city. Joining the Army of Tennessee with Major General W. W. Loring’s Division, Featherston saw considerable action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), twice briefly commanding the division, and the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864), after which his brigade was ordered to North Carolina. Featherston surrendered to Union forces in Greensboro, North Carolina, in April 1865.

After the war, Featherston returned to Mississippi and launched an unsuccessful senatorial campaign in the autumn of 1865. He sat twice in the Mississippi House of Representatives—in 1876 and again in 1880. He was a loud and dogged opponent of Reconstruction. In 1880 he served as a delegate to the Democratic National Convention. Featherston died on May 28, 1891, in Holly Springs, Mississippi.
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Fenton, Reuben Eaton

Birth Date: July 4, 1819

Death Date: August 25, 1885

U.S. congressman, governor of New York, and U.S. senator. Reuben Eaton Fenton was born in Carroll, New York, on July 4, 1819. He and his brother took charge of their father’s general store in 1837. Fenton invested his profits in lumber and land speculation, which brought him great financial reward.

In 1846 Fenton was elected town supervisor of Carroll. In 1852, running as a Free Soil Democrat, Fenton was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. Although he initially concentrated on concerns directly relating to his New York constituents, Fenton denounced the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854.

Following his defeat in the 1854 elections to a Know-Nothing Party candidate, Fenton joined the newly formed Republican Party. He was elected the first chairman of the New York State Republican Convention in 1855. Running as a Republican, he was reelected to the House of Representatives in 1856.

During the Civil War, Fenton consistently supported President Abraham Lincoln’s war policies. Concerned over fraud in the procurement of war supplies, Fenton argued that all government contracts should be open to public bidding. He played a prominent role in Lincoln’s reelection campaign in 1864, especially in New York State.
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Congressman Reuben Eaton Fenton of New York was a strong supporter of President Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War and played a prominent role in his reelection in 1864. (Library of Congress)

Fenton resigned from the House of Representatives in December 1864 after winning New York’s 1864 gubernatorial election, narrowly defeating Democrat Horatio Seymour, a leading Northern opponent of Lincoln. Although Fenton continued to support Lincoln, as governor Fenton protested an increase in the number of New Yorkers drafted for service in the Union Army.

Fenton, who now controlled the Republican Party in New York, initiated a series of educational and social reforms. He also attempted to facilitate the return of Civil War veterans to society. He lost the bid for vice president to Schuyler Colfax at the 1868 Republican Convention. In 1869 Fenton was elected to the U.S. Senate. A sharp critic of the Ulysses S. Grant administration, Fenton joined the Liberal Republican movement and supported Democrat Horace Greeley’s bid for the presidency in 1872.

Greeley’s defeat allowed Senator Roscoe Conkling (R-NY) to assume control of the Republican Party in New York. Unlike most Liberal Republicans who returned to the Republican Party after the 1872 election, Fenton remained aloof from the Republican Party while simultaneously identifying himself as a Republican. In 1875, no longer enjoying the support of the Republican Party, he lost his seat in the Senate. He retired from politics and pursued a career in banking. Fenton died in Jamestown, New York, on August 25, 1885.
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Ferguson, Champ

Birth Date: November 29, 1821

Death Date: October 20, 1865

Confederate guerrilla. Born near Albany, Clinton County, Kentucky, on November 29, 1821, Champ Ferguson became a farmer. The Cumberland Highlands was sharply divided in its political loyalties, and in the 1850s Ferguson moved with his family to White County in east-central Tennessee, reportedly after Unionists in Clinton County drove him out and had publicly humiliated his wife and daughter. In 1858 Ferguson killed a man in an altercation but escaped. Arrested by Union Home Guard troops after the start of the war, he escaped and began his bloody campaign against Unionists. The Tennessee-Kentucky border area just west of Cumberland Gap was already the scene of considerable guerrilla attacks and reprisal raids against civilians. Employing both pistol and knife, Ferguson, accompanied by a small band of followers, sought out and killed Unionists. On several occasions Ferguson reportedly decapitated his victims. His justification for his actions was that he had to eliminate his enemies before they could do the same to him. Certainly Ferguson was not averse to killing the elderly, the sick, and the wounded. Thanks to his efforts, the area around Sparta in White County remained largely under Confederate control until the end of the war.

Although identified in correspondence as a Confederate captain leading a company of men, Ferguson was not a commissioned Southern officer and operated independently. In June 1862 Ferguson joined Colonel John Hunt Morgan on a raid into Kentucky. In the summer of 1864, Ferguson assisted in the harassment of Union major general William T. Sherman’s operations in Georgia.

On October 3, 1864, enraged by the presence of the 5th United States Colored Cavalry (USCC) and part of the 6th USCC in the First Battle of Saltville in southwestern Virginia the day before, Ferguson and his men systematically executed in excess of 100 Union wounded abandoned on the battlefield. It was certainly one of the worst battlefield atrocities of the war. In February 1865, the Confederate Army subsequently jailed Ferguson for the murder of a Union Army lieutenant in a Confederate hospital after the battle, but Ferguson was released by the end of the war.

Sought by U.S. authorities as an outlaw, Ferguson surrendered in May 1865, believing that he would be treated as a Confederate soldier and paroled. However, he was arrested and then tried in Nashville by a six-member military commission during July 11–September 26, 1865, for 53 murders during the war. His defense attorney, Judge Jo Conn Guild, held that Ferguson was a captain in the Confederate Army and should have been paroled. The prosecution, led by judge advocate Lieutenant H. C. Blackman, charged that Ferguson was an outlaw and therefore was not subject to parole. Found guilty of most of the charges on October 10, 1865, Ferguson was sentenced to be hanged and was executed, unrepentant, on October 20. Ferguson was one of two men tried and executed after the war for war crimes. The other was Confederate Army captain Heinrich Wirz, commandant of the notorious Andersonville prisoner-of-war camp.
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Ferguson, Samuel Wragg

Birth Date: November 3, 1834

Death Date: February 3, 1917

Confederate officer. Samuel Wragg Ferguson was born on November 3, 1834, in Charleston, South Carolina. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1857. Commissioned in the dragoons, he saw service chiefly in the West. In March 1861 he resigned his commission and joined the provisional Confederate Army as a captain. Assigned to the staff of General P. G. T. Beauregard, Ferguson was on hand for the bombardment of Fort Sumter (April 12–14, 1861) and the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

Sent west, Ferguson saw much action through the autumn of 1862. In October 1862 he was advanced to lieutenant colonel of the 28th Mississippi Cavalry Regiment; several months later he was promoted to colonel. Ferguson commanded the unit during the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862).

Ferguson was advanced to brigadier general on July 23, 1863, and given command of a cavalry brigade first in the Army of Mississippi and then in the Army of Tennessee. As such, he saw much action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), and his brigade was among the last Confederate units to abandon the city on September 2.

Quarrelsome and frequently prickly, Ferguson ran afoul of Major General Joseph Wheeler during early 1865, and Wheeler blocked Ferguson’s promotion to major general. During Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865), Ferguson provided exemplary service by continually harassing Union flanks and threatening supply lines. After fleeing south with President Jefferson Davis’s entourage at war’s end, Ferguson was caught and paroled in Georgia. He eventually settled in Greenville, Mississippi, where he commenced a law practice. He also held several state positions before returning to his native Charleston, where he worked as an engineer. Ferguson died on February 3, 1917, in Charleston.
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Ferrero, Edward

Birth Date: January 18, 1831

Death Date: December 11, 1899

Union officer. Edward Ferrero was born on January 18, 1831, in Granada, Spain, to an Italian father and a Spanish mother. Ferrero immigrated to the United States as an infant and, along with his father, became a well-known dance instructor in New York City. He eventually joined the state militia, rising to the rank of lieutenant colonel. When the Civil War began in 1861, he was a dance instructor for cadets at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point.

Ferrero helped raise the 51st New York Infantry Regiment and was elected its colonel on October 16, 1861. He was assigned to Brigadier General Ambrose P. Burnside’s command and participated in the taking of New Bern, North Carolina, on March 14, 1862. Early that summer, Ferrero’s regiment was shipped north to Virginia to reinforce the Army of Virginia under Major General John Pope. Given command of a brigade in IX Corps, Ferrero saw action throughout the summer, including the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).

Advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on September 10, 1862, Ferrero remained with IX Corps, seeing combat at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). In the winter of 1863 Ferrero went to Kentucky with IX Corps, and he then went south to take part in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). That autumn he led a division at Knoxville. In April 1864 Ferrero accompanied IX Corps to Annapolis, Maryland, where the unit was reorganized and reinforced. The corps was given an all-black division, and Ferrero was assigned as its commander.

Ferrero led his division in the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864), near Petersburg, Virginia, which ended in a debacle. During the fighting, Ferrero and Brigadier General James H. Ledlie reportedly remained in a shelter drinking rum. Ferrero’s division was largely destroyed, and he was quickly brought up on charges. Although a court of inquiry severely criticized Ferrero’s actions, he continued in the army at his current rank but never again held a field command. Amazingly, at the end of the conflict he was brevetted major general of volunteers.

Ferrero mustered out in August 1865 and returned to New York City. There he continued to teach dance, operated a highly successful ballroom, and published an enormously successful book on the history of dancing. Ferrero died on December 11, 1899, in New York City.
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Ferry, Orris Sanford

Birth Date: August 15, 1823

Death Date: November 25, 1875

Union officer. Orris Sanford Ferry was born on August 15, 1823, in Bethel, Connecticut. Graduating from Yale College in 1844, he passed the bar in 1846 and began a law practice. In 1849 he was named a probate judge and held that post until 1855, when he took a seat in the Connecticut Senate. The following year, Ferry left the Senate and became prosecuting attorney of Fairfield County. In 1858 he ran for the U.S. House of Representatives as a Republican, serving from 1859 to 1861.

Utilizing his extensive political connections, Ferry obtained a colonel’s commission and took command of the 5th Connecticut Infantry Regiment on July 23, 1861. Although he saw virtually no combat, he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on March 17, 1862. He was engaged during Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and commanded a brigade in IV Corps during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862).

Ferry took charge of a division in XVIII Corps, Department of the South, in early 1863 but then transferred to X Corps, in which he commanded a division on Seabrook Island, South Carolina, beginning in April 1863. Early the next year and still in command of a division, he joined X Corps when it was ordered north to Virginia. Ferry saw combat during the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864) and also participated in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) before assuming a series of district commands in Pennsylvania. Ferry was brevetted major general of volunteers on May 23, 1865, and mustered out soon thereafter.

After the war, Ferry returned to Connecticut and launched a successful bid for the U.S. Senate, in which he served from 1867 until his death on November 25, 1875, in Norwalk, Connecticut.
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Fessenden, Francis

Birth Date: March 18, 1839

Death Date: January 2, 1906

Union officer. Francis Fessenden was born on March 18, 1839, in Portland, Maine. His father, William P. Fessenden, became President Abraham Lincoln’s second treasury secretary; his older brother, James, was a Union brigadier general during the Civil War. After graduating from Bowdoin College in 1858, Francis Fessenden studied law at Harvard and became an attorney in Portland. He entered army service on May 14, 1861, as a captain in the new 19th U.S. Infantry and saw action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was grievously wounded. Fessenden did not return to duty until September, at which time he entered the volunteer service as colonel of the 25th Maine Infantry Regiment and was sent to man the defenses around Washington, D.C. In July 1863 Fessenden mustered out with his regiment and returned temporarily to the regulars before assuming command of the 30th Maine Infantry, which was stationed at New Orleans.

Fessenden saw major action during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). During the Battle of Pleasant Hill (April 9, 1864), his performance earned the praise of Major General Nathaniel P. Banks. On April 23 Fessenden was again seriously wounded, this time losing a leg to amputation. He was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on May 10, 1864, and promoted to major general on November 9, 1865 (he was also brevetted through major general in the regulars). He served as a commissioner on the trial of Confederate commandant Heinrich Wirz, head of the notorious Andersonville Prison.

Mustering out of the volunteers, Fessenden briefly returned to the regulars before retiring as a brigadier general. He returned to Portland, served as the city’s mayor in 1876, and continued his law practice. Fessenden died on January 2, 1906, in Portland.
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Fessenden, James Deering

Birth Date: September 28, 1833

Death Date: November 18, 1882

Union officer. James Deering Fessenden was born on September 28, 1833, in Westbrook, Maine. He graduated from Bowdoin College in 1852, studied law, and became an attorney in his father’s Portland firm. His brother was future Union general Francis Fessenden. In the spring of 1861, James Fessenden received a captain’s commission and recruited a company of marksmen that was later attached to the 2nd Regiment of U.S. Sharpshooters. Fessenden spent much of the first year of the conflict in Virginia but saw virtually no combat. In March 1862 he joined the staff of Major General David Hunter’s Department of the South in South Carolina. Fessenden was instrumental in recruiting the first African American military outfit in uniform—the 1st South Carolina Volunteer Infantry—but because Hunter had permitted this without authorization, the outfit was soon dismantled. In June, Fessenden was advanced to colonel and saw action in Charleston the following month. Later that year, he was injured in a riding mishap and did not return to duty until the autumn of 1863.

That September, Fessenden became a staff officer for Major General Joseph Hooker, whose forces were operating in Tennessee. Fessenden saw action during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). Serving with Hooker during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2), Fessenden won praise for his performance at the Battles of Resaca (May 13–15, 1864) and Peachtree Creek (July 20, 1864). On August 8, 1864, he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers, perhaps facilitated by his father’s appointment as U.S. treasury secretary.

Fessenden was ordered to Virginia, where he took part in the latter stages of Major General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). In mid-October 1864, Fessenden took up garrison duty in the valley. During the spring of 1865 he led a provisional division in the valley but saw little action.

Brevetted major general of volunteers, Fessenden left the service in January 1866 and returned to Portland, Maine, to resume his legal practice. From 1868 to 1878, he was state register of bankruptcy; he also served three terms in the state legislature. Fessenden died on November 18, 1882, in Portland.
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Fessenden, William Pitt

Birth Date: October 16, 1806

Death Date: September 8, 1869

Lawyer, politician, and U.S. secretary of the treasury. William Pitt Fessenden was born on October 16, 1806, in Boscawen, New Hampshire. He graduated from Bowdoin College in 1827 and passed the bar that same year. After establishing a legal practice in Portland, Maine, he sat in the Maine House of Representatives in 1832 and 1840 and was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Whig, serving from 1841 to 1843. He again served in the Maine House in 1845–1846 and 1853–1854. Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1853 as a Whig, Fessenden remained in the body from 1854 until 1864. In 1859 he became a Republican and won reelection on that party’s ticket. He became chairman of the Senate Finance Committee in 1860.
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William Pitt Fessenden of Maine was a U.S. senator from 1854 until 1864, when he became U.S. secretary of the treasury. Fessenden played an important role in the formation of U.S. financial policy during the period. (Library of Congress)

Fessenden played a sizable role in Union fiscal policy, continually urging economic austerity and turning down bills that contained pork-barrel spending and lucrative contracts for political patrons. He usually supported the Abraham Lincoln administration’s economic policies but refused to abide by the Omnibus Revenue Act of August 1861, which would have given the U.S. Treasury the authority to issue paper currency. The following year when the government began issuing legal tender notes, he complained loudly that such action would bring runaway inflation. Instead of funding the war through such inflationary schemes, Fessenden preferred the issuance of government bonds and the imposition of higher taxes.

After Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase’s departure, President Lincoln named Fessenden to replace him. Fessenden took office on July 4, 1864, but agreed to take the position only on a temporary basis. The job before him was daunting, for he inherited a national debt approaching $1.7 billion during a conflict that was costing some $2 million per day to prosecute. Fessenden immediately accelerated bond sales but soon became embroiled in a scandal when a New York financier, whom he had personally selected to sell the bonds, was accused of having manipulated bond prices for his own gain.

Fessenden was exonerated, but the damage had been done, and he desired to return to the Senate. Reelected in 1864, he resigned his cabinet post on March 3, 1865, and served in the Senate until 1869. Despite the embarrassment he endured because of the bond scandal, Fessenden nevertheless left the Treasury in a stronger position than he had inherited the year before. Indeed, increased bond sales and taxes were finally covering most of the war’s costs. After the war ended, Fessenden decried Radical Republican Reconstruction efforts and refused to support President Andrew Johnson’s impeachment. Fessenden died on September 8, 1869, in Portland, Maine.
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Field, Charles William

Birth Date: April 6, 1828

Death Date: April 9, 1892

Confederate officer. Charles William Field was born on April 6, 1828, in Woodford County, Kentucky. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1849. Commissioned in the dragoons, Field saw duty along the western frontier before teaching cavalry tactics as West Point. Promoted to first lieutenant in the new 2nd Cavalry in 1855 and to captain in January 1861, he resigned his commission on May 30, 1861, and was later appointed colonel of the 6th Virginia Cavalry Regiment. Advanced to brigadier general on March 9, 1862, and assigned to an infantry brigade, he served in Major General Ambrose P. Hill’s Light Division, seeing action at the Seven Day’s Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). Field was gravely wounded in the latter engagement; even after a long convalescence, he could barely walk unaided. While he recovered, he served as the superintendent of the Confederate Bureau of Conscription.

On February 12, 1864, Field was advanced to major general and given charge of wounded Major General John Bell Hood’s division in I Corps. Field’s immediate commander, Lieutenant General James Longstreet, complained to Richmond that Field was incapable of a divisional command because of his lingering wounds, but Longstreet was personally scolded by President Jefferson Davis for his protestation.

Field proved more than up to the task of commanding a division, performing skillfully at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864) and for much of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). When he surrendered at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865, Field’s division was the most complete of all the Confederate divisions.

Postbellum, Field engaged in business in both Maryland and Georgia, served for three years in the Egyptian Army as a colonel and training officer, and in 1877 became doorkeeper of the U.S. House of Representatives. From 1881 until 1888 he worked as a civil engineer, and for a brief time he was superintendent of an Indian reservation in Arkansas. Field died on April 9, 1892, in Washington, D.C.
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Field Fortifications

See Fortifications, Field
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Fifteen-Negro Law

See Twenty-Negro Law

Fifteenth Amendment

Constitutional amendment that extended voting rights to African Americans. Before the adoption of the Fifteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, the matter of suffrage was purely a matter for the states. The Fifteenth Amendment, however, ratified on February 3, 1870, prohibited deprivation of voting rights on the basis of “race, color, or previous condition of servitude.”

The first resolutions in Congress on African American suffrage were introduced in 1860 and 1861 as a way of averting war. In contrast to amendments that would be introduced after the Civil War, these amendments would have excluded blacks from voting or holding office. After the war there was considerable, albeit far from universal, sentiment among Republicans to guarantee that the franchise would not be denied on the basis of race. In addition to racial sentiment, there were also concerns that a national guarantee of voting rights would erode the American scheme of federalism. Largely as the result of compromise, Section 2 of the Fourteenth Amendment did not actually forbid disenfranchisement of black people, but it did give Congress the right to reduce representation in states that did so. This provision was never enforced.

After ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment in 1868, there was continuing concern about voting rights for African Americans. Idealistic principles mixed with more partisan Republican concerns that the black vote might be crucial to the party’s continuing electoral success were behind this latest push. Congress adopted laws granting suffrage to black citizens in the District of Columbia and in the federal territories and also conditioned the admission of Nebraska into the Union and the seating of Southern state congressional delegates on those states’ extending the right to vote to African Americans. Ironically, this legislation left the Northern states as the only ones in which such suffrage had not been so guaranteed.

Radical Republicans preferred the statutory route because they wanted to assert congressional power over the area of voting rights; more moderate Republicans feared that rights obtained via legislation would lack the security that an amendment could provide. Republican electoral victories in the 1868 elections gave special impetus to such efforts, which probably could not have been enacted under other circumstances.

Debate concerning the Fifteenth Amendment became quite complex and internecine, and after the House rejected the initial plan, a conference committee drafted the current language of the Fifteenth Amendment. This dropped all references to office-holding rights and to qualifications other than race, color, or previous condition of servitude and included a separate enforcement section. The House approved this amendment on February 25, 1869, by a vote of 144 to 44 (35 not voting); the Senate followed the next day by a vote of 39 to 13. The amendment was formally ratified on February 3, 1870. A controversy over New York’s attempted rescission of its ratification was nullified by an additional ratification by Nebraska and a number of other states. Georgia, Texas, Virginia, and Mississippi were required to ratify as a condition of readmission into the Union.

The Fifteenth Amendment was quickly evaded by numerous strategies, legal and otherwise. These included the adoption of grandfather clauses, literacy tests, understanding clauses (often enforced in a highly arbitrary manner), poll taxes (later invalidated by the Twenty-fourth Amendment), the white primary, and physical intimidation. These mechanisms proved so effective that historian Goldwin Smith suggested at the turn of the century that the amendment had become a dead letter and should be repealed.

Despite evasion and slack enforcement of the Fifteenth Amendment, an amending proposal was introduced as early as 1877 to restrict its application. Moreover, members of Congress from the South introduced numerous proposals from 1900 to 1915 to repeal the amendment. Perhaps they realized that although it was being narrowly interpreted at the time, it had the potential for expansive interpretation in the future. Some revival of the amendment occurred with the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Smith v. Allwright (1944) invalidating the all-white primary. The amendment subsequently served as a justification for expansive voting rights legislation in the 1960s and thereafter.
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5th New York Infantry Regiment

See Duryée’s Zouaves

54th Massachusetts Regiment of Infantry

African American regiment. On January 26, 1863, Secretary of War Edwin Stanton authorized Massachusetts governor John A. Andrew to raise a regiment consisting of black troops with white commissioned officers. Andrew selected Robert Gould Shaw, son of a prominent Boston family active in the abolitionist cause, to command the regiment. Shaw, then a Union Army captain in the 2nd Massachusetts Infantry, was promoted to the rank of colonel.

Governor Andrew believed that African American soldiers should fight to end slavery. Fearing that whites would use any shortcomings in the 54th Massachusetts as evidence against black participation in the war, Andrew enlisted the support of prominent abolitionists and leaders of the African American community, including Frederick Douglass, to aid in recruiting. Most enlisted personnel came from the North, especially Massachusetts and Pennsylvania, although former slaves also enlisted. Recruiting efforts were so successful that another black regiment, the 55th Massachusetts, was established to accommodate the surplus of volunteers.

Training began in March 1863 at Camp Meigs in Readville, Massachusetts. The regiment faced repeated hardships during and after the training phase. Supplies, including shoes and weapons, and the drill sergeant to train the raw recruits were slow in arriving. Issues concerning inequality in pay between white and black soldiers also presented a problem for the black regiments. On May 28, 1863, the regiment departed Boston, with bands playing and more than 20,000 people cheering. The troops arrived in South Carolina for their initial deployment in July 1863, when they participated in the action to take James Island, off Charleston, on July 16. During the operation, pickets from the 54th Massachusetts successfully resisted a force of 3,200 Confederates.

Shortly thereafter, the 54th Massachusetts was ordered to Morris Island, South Carolina, to participate in the assault on Fort Wagner. The fort, part of the defenses protecting Charleston, was attacked by Union forces on July 11, 1863, but the Confederates successfully drove off their attackers. Union army and navy elements then conducted a massive artillery barrage to prepare the way for a second assault. Colonel Shaw volunteered his regiment to lead the land attack.

The second assault on Fort Wagner occurred on July 18, 1863. The 54th Massachusetts endured startling losses in another futile attack that failed to dislodge the Confederates. Shaw was killed, and more than 270 of the 600 men under his command were killed, wounded, captured, or reported as missing. Total casualties for the action numbered more than 1,500 men. Following the battle, the Confederates buried Shaw in a mass grave with his black soldiers. While this action was meant as an insult, Shaw’s father declared that the place of interment was an honor.

Although the regiment experienced heavy casualties, it continued in service for more than a year. When the Confederates ultimately surrendered Fort Wagner, soldiers from the 54th Massachusetts were the first to enter. The regiment continued to serve primarily in South Carolina until August 1864, when its service ended. With Governor John A. Andrew in attendance, the regiment was formally disbanded in Boston on September 1, 1864.

The 54th Massachusetts was not the first African American regiment to serve in the Civil War, nor was it the first to see combat; however, it is undoubtedly the best known. The successes and sacrifices of the unit were widely publicized and helped to demonstrate the capabilities of African Americans in the military. In remembrance of the regiment and its gallant commander, Augustus St. Gaudens produced a sculpture to stand in Boston Common. The 1989 film Glory also memorialized the regiment’s service. Perhaps the most important legacy of the 54th Massachusetts and the other black regiments in the Civil War was the postwar mandate to include permanent African American units in the regular army.
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Fighting McCooks

Fourteen men from the same Ohio family who served in the Union Army during the Civil War. Seven were brothers, and the other seven were cousins of the brothers. The seven brothers were all sons of Daniel McCook Sr., a major in the Ohio Home Guards. He was killed in action during Morgan’s Ohio Raid (July 2–26, 1863). Three of his sons eventually became general officers in the Union Army. The most famous of them was Alexander M. McCook, who ultimately rose to major general of volunteers and was conspicuous at the Battles of Perryville (October 8, 1862), Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), and Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). Alexander’s elder brother, Robert, became a brigadier general but was soon thereafter killed in action in August 1862 during a guerrilla engagement near Huntsville, Alabama. Alexander’s younger brother, Daniel Jr., saw action at Perryville and Chickamauga. On hand during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), he was wounded at Kennesaw Mountain on June 27. Commissioned a brigadier general on July 16, he died from his wounds on July 17.

Another of Alexander’s brothers, Roderick Sheldon McCook, was a U.S. naval lieutenant during the war, while cousin Edward Moody McCook became a brigadier general in early 1864 and saw action during the Atlanta Campaign. By war’s end, he had been brevetted major general and named Florida’s military governor. After mustering out, he served as U.S. minister to Hawaii (1866–1869) and then served as governor of the Colorado Territory (1869–1876).
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Fillmore, Millard

Birth Date: January 7, 1800

Death Date: March 8, 1874

President of the United States. Millard Fillmore was born in Locke, New York, on January 7, 1800, to a poor farming family. He apprenticed with a local clothier in Sparta, New York, at age 14 and remained self-educated until age 19, when he attended an academy in New Hope, New York. Fillmore moved to Buffalo, New York, in 1822 and taught elementary school there until passing the New York bar exam that same year.

In June 1828 Fillmore served as a delegate to the Erie County Convention of the National Republican Party. He rose to state and national political prominence by identifying with the Anti-Mason and Whig political parties. After forging one of the most lucrative law partnerships in New York, Fillmore served two years as an Anti-Mason Party state representative between 1828 and 1830 and was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as an Anti-Mason in 1832.

Sensing the political decline of the Anti-Mason Party, Fillmore publicly aligned himself with the Whig Party in 1834. Following a brief return to the private sector in 1835, he was again elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1837 on the Whig ticket and served two years as chairman of the powerful House Ways and Means Committee. Fillmore then served as comptroller of New York beginning in November 1847. Despite a failed bid for governorship in 1844, he was considered by many Whig Party leaders as a potential nominee for president of the United States.

In 1848 Fillmore was selected as presidential candidate Zachary Taylor’s running mate to balance the Whig ticket geographically and ideologically. Taylor won, and Fillmore served as vice president from March 1849 to July 1850. He assumed the presidency on July 10, 1850, after Taylor died suddenly.

For nearly three years, Fillmore presided over unprecedented national economic prosperity, including the expansion of markets abroad, exemplified by the opening of American commercial trade with Japan. However, the entire Fillmore presidency was overshadowed by growing sectional antagonism between North and South. Territory acquired from Mexico in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of February 1848 ending the Mexican-American War ensured that the issue of slavery in the territories would remain a political dilemma. While personally opposed to slavery, Fillmore nonetheless signed into law the Fugitive Act on September 18, 1850, which required that escaped slaves be captured and returned to their owners. He also supported, albeit reluctantly, the Compromise of 1850. In the final analysis, the brief Fillmore administration, like the administrations of his predecessors, only postponed the growing crisis over slavery.

Fillmore remained active in civil affairs after leaving office. He accepted the American (Know-Nothing) Party presidential nomination in the 1856 election but was defeated soundly by Democrat James Buchanan. After travels through Europe, Fillmore founded and served as the first president of the Buffalo General Hospital. During the Civil War, he initially supported but later became a vocal critic of the Abraham Lincoln administration and the war effort. Fillmore died in Buffalo, New York, on March 8, 1874.
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Film and the Civil War

The American Civil War has been called the last of the idealistic, romantic wars and the first of the brutal modern ones in which distinction between combatant and civilian became blurred. As one of the major landmarks in American history, the Civil War narrative is replete with the pathos of a lost cause, countrymen fighting one another, and the triumph of a nation preserved. The Civil War’s spectacular battles, eloquent rhetoric, and picturesque personalities would seem to demand the full resources of cinema to tell its story. After viewing D. W. Griffith’s epic The Birth of a Nation in 1915, Woodrow Wilson declared that this was history written “in lightning.” It is not surprising that this war has been a favorite subject for a century of filmmakers, presented as tragedy, comedy, musical comedy, melodrama, epic, and documentary. More often than not, this work has been a labor of love, for disregarding two notable exceptions, an axiom in Hollywood is that Civil War movies do not make money.

By 1914, 34 silent moving pictures, largely experimental, had already been inspired by battles and incidents of the Civil War. Still, however, the important history of Civil War cinema begins with The Birth of a Nation, also a silent film, regarded as one of the greatest films of all time despite its offensive ethnic stereotypes and its glorification of the Ku Klux Klan. Director Griffith had grown up in Kentucky hearing war stories of Yankee plunder, food shortages, and carpetbaggers from his father, who had been a Confederate colonel.

As a pioneer filmmaker well aware that military histories are usually written by the victors, Griffith wanted to use the new medium to express the spirit of the defeated South. When he read The Clansman, a novel by Southern minister Thomas Dixon, he knew he had his story. The result was a unique spectacle, three hours long, in which Griffith made full use of the cinematic techniques he had personally developed—dissolves, fades, close-ups, and cross-cutting. The movie was a sentimental domestic story alternated with swirling battle scenes. Lillian Gish, one of the first stars of the emerging film medium, played a virginal heroine at the mercy of carpetbaggers and freed slaves. Only 17 years old at the time, Gish would continue to perform in films, with nunlike dedication, well into her 90th year of life. Griffith could not resist including in his script the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln in a carefully re-created Ford’s Theatre, thus sealing the sad fate of the South. Despite Griffith’s Southern sympathies, he viewed Lincoln as heroic and compassionate.
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Scene from the D. W. Griffith film The Birth of a Nation showing Confederate troops on the march. A film about the American Civil War that also glorified the Ku Klux Klan, The Birth of a Nation sparked major controversy across the United States when it was released in 1915. (Bettmann/Corbis)

In 1926 the silent film comedian Buster Keaton demonstrated that the war could provide comic as well as dramatic material. A classic clown with a sad face, Keaton was virtually his own writer and director. In The General, he concocted a tale of a railroad engineer with two loves, a girl named Annabelle and a locomotive called “the General.” His task was to rescue both when they are stolen by Yankees. Keaton clearly perceived what many entertainers would learn: while the Union won the war, the South had won the hearts of audiences. Despite the care with which he authenticated his comedy—carefully staging locomotive chases, enlisting the Oregon National Guard as extras, and even plunging a real train into a river—the film was not a commercial success. It remained, however, Keaton’s favorite of all his efforts and is today regarded as one of the masterpieces of silent cinema.

By the 1930s, sound had changed the movies. By the middle of the decade, the most popular performer in the world was a child noted for her singing and dancing, Shirley Temple. Two of her pictures, both released in 1935, were musicals with a Civil War background. Never intended to teach history lessons, these films were simply vehicles for Temple and were successful because of her presence. They appear too saccharine for later tastes, and Temple’s very real intelligence and talent would not be properly appreciated when fashions changed. Still, when she and Bill Robinson (“Bojangles”) danced, she proved herself a miniature Ginger Rogers. With her ready smile, dimples, and golden curls, little Shirley was a charmer.

In The Littlest Rebel (1935), Temple reconciles Union and Confederate soldiers and even sits on Abe Lincoln’s lap, persuading him to pardon soldiers from both sides who are scheduled for the firing squad. In The Little Colonel (1935), which begins a few years after the war’s end, Shirley’s winning ways again reconcile a grumpy Confederate grandfather to his daughter’s marriage to a Yankee. Each film contained stereotypes of people of color—the nagging mammy; the bumbling, superstitious field hand; the house servant who sings, dances, and rescues white folks from difficulties—that grate on more enlightened sensibilities.

Twenty-two years after the release of The General and after Shirley Temple was grown, another noteworthy comedy used the Civil War as background. A Southern Yankee (1948) featured Red Skelton, a film and radio star known for broad physical comedy. The plot follows a New York bellhop who is mistaken for a spy and subjected to a series of precarious adventures. Buster Keaton resurfaced to design some of the most effective gags for the film, the most memorable of which finds Skelton walking between Union and Confederate battle lines. He saves himself from cannon fire by wearing the halves of two uniforms, a gray half for the Southern side and a blue half for the Northern side.

But comedies were never as popular as the domestic dramas that would bring audiences repeatedly into theaters to weep over wartime calamities. Gone with the Wind was released in 1939 by Selznick International Pictures with resounding fanfare. The film has never been long out of the public eye, and with its later availability on television and in video, it has entranced ever-younger audiences. A romantic epic in the grand manner, celebrating a vanished, mythical South, the film contains some of the most spectacular scenes ever to appear on film—the cotton fields of Tara Plantation, the burning city of Atlanta, a railroad yard filled with wounded Confederate soldiers, and Rhett Butler sweeping Scarlett O’Hara up a lavish staircase in his arms.

The love scenes between Clark Gable and Vivien Leigh, the leading stars, have rarely been equaled in their ardor. Although factual and dramatic inaccuracies are plentiful—cotton is harvested in the wrong season, too many ethnic stereotypes abound, the leading male actors are too old for their roles, and actor Leslie Howard never quite rids himself of his British accent—these criticisms seem carping when compared to the film’s sustained narrative of three hours and its endurance in national mythology. Along with Margaret Mitchell’s best-selling novel of the same name, which was its starting point, this motion picture burned the image of the Southern belle into the popular imagination.

Many performers had campaigned for the role of Scarlett O’Hara, and there was some consternation when Leigh, a British actress, was chosen. As a consolation prize for her failure to win the coveted role, the formidable actress Bette Davis was allowed to play another pampered Confederate belle in Jezebel (1938). Although she earned an Academy Award for her performance, neither her script nor her love scenes with Henry Fonda challenged what Gone with the Wind had to offer.

As late as 1957, Hollywood studios were still striving to cash in on Gone with the Wind’s success. Raintree County, a property designed for Elizabeth Taylor, the reigning beauty of the time, was based on a competent novel by Ross Lockridge Jr. Scenic locations, including the mysterious Reelfoot Lake in western Tennessee, and a strong supporting cast, however, did not save this film from its rambling script and clumsy attempts at symbolism. It also did not help that actor Montgomery Clift, the male lead, suffered a disfiguring accident during the filming or that Elizabeth Taylor failed to acquire a convincing Southern accent.

Several domestic dramas with a Civil War setting that did not seriously attempt to imitate Gone with the Wind were made in the 1950s. Gary Cooper starred in Friendly Persuasion (1956), based on a Jessamyn West novel about Indiana Quakers facing the ethical dilemma posed by war. The film’s most charming scene contrasted a lively Methodist revival Sunday with a silent session at the Quaker meeting. Dorothy McGuire played a nagging Quaker mother who finally forgets her pacifist convictions when a plundering soldier tries to make a meal of her pet goose. In 1956 Love Me Tender, the story of a family torn apart by the war, introduced singer and heartthrob Elvis Presley to films but did not aspire to authenticity. With his gyrating renditions of hit songs of the 1950s, Presley was able, albeit anachronistically, to enliven the grim scenario.

A decade later in Shenandoah (1965), James Stewart played a patriarch trying to hold his family together during the Civil War. A musical version of the story later opened on the New York stage. Sommersby (1993) was a Civil War adaptation of a famous French film, The Return of Martin Guerre, that had originally been set in the 16th century. Although based on the intriguing premise that a woman might accept without too much question an attractive stranger claiming to be her violent husband reported missing in combat, the plodding and unimaginative script prevented the remake from achieving the renown of the earlier version.

The year 1994 also saw the release of Oldest Confederate Widow Tells All, a TV movie adapted from the novel by Allan Gurganus. With humor, authentic period properties, and the peerless performance of Anne Bancroft as the widow in old age, this unusual and well-written story successfully explored the lingering aftereffects of the Civil War in Southern society. Cold Mountain (2003) was less successful in its adaptation of another novel, this one by Charles Frazier. Its subject was the hardships of Southern women, plundered by invading armies and greedy land developers while bereft of male support.

[image: image]

Vivien Leigh (left), as Scarlett O’Hara, stumbles through a railroad yard full of wounded Confederate soldiers in a scene from the epic film Gone With the Wind, 1939. (Photofest)

Just as Abraham Lincoln has fascinated generations of Americans with his character, eloquence, and martyrdom, so too has he intrigued filmmakers and audiences, in both cameo roles and as dramatic main subject. Among the actors who have portrayed Lincoln in film are Henry Fonda, Walter Huston, Raymond Massey, John Anderson, and Frank McGlynn Sr. While the assassination has been a perennially intriguing subject, the now-discredited legend of Lincoln’s lost love for Anne Rutledge has received almost equal attention. Indeed, Griffith himself could not resist dramatizing the legendary lovers. In later films, such as Young Man Lincoln (1939) and Abe Lincoln in Illinois (1940), audiences were told that the ill-fated romance had influenced Lincoln’s entire career.

Motion pictures require constant action, and even the silent movies were replete with battle scenes. After sound and color came to films, it was possible to stage battles with ever more gory realism. Still, one of the most artfully composed battle movies, John Huston’s Red Badge of Courage (1951), chose black and white film, patterning the battle scenes after the Civil War photography of Mathew Brady. Inspired by Stephen Crane’s revered novel by the same name, Huston’s film captured not only the stress of warfare but also its savage beauty and poetry. Unfortunately, Warner Brothers Studio drastically cut the finished product to slightly over an hour, the result of which was that it was shown only as a second feature in theaters. Discerning critics, however, have praised its classic simplicity of narrative, its focus on character, and the unlikely performances of Audie Murphy and Bill Mauldin. Although neither had been seasoned actors, both had experienced battle, Murphy as the most-decorated soldier of World War II and Mauldin as a GI cartoonist. Under the direction of Huston, they turned in moving, understated performances.

Several more recent battle films deserve special mention. Glory (1989) celebrated the historic achievement of one of the first combat units composed of African Americans. Based on the letters of Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, the white commander of the unit, ably played by Matthew Broderick, this film did seek historical accuracy. The performances of Denzel Washington and Morgan Freeman ensured that Glory would be a fitting tribute to those brave men of the past.

Gettysburg (1993), a four-hour epic, is also memorable for its realistically staged battles. The more intimate dramatic scenes, which concentrated on the ethical conflicts that tormented the commanding officers, were less effective, however. In Gods and Generals (2003), the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and the Second Battle of Fredericksburg (May 3–4, 1863) were convincing displays of 19th-century combat, although the film was too long and sometimes visually confusing. The idealism and piety of generals on both sides of the conflict were dramatized by Jeff Daniels as Joshua Chamberlain, Stephen Lang as Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, and Robert Duvall as Robert E. Lee.

Rather than tackle the vast panorama of the entire war, numerous films have focused on isolated historical incidents. Van Heflin and Anne Bancroft starred in The Raid (1954), about a group of Confederate soldiers, including escaped prisoners of war, who used Canada as a staging ground for raids on Union supplies. The well-documented exploits of Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson, who led his cavalry into Mississippi to destroy Confederate rail and communication lines, provided material for The Horse Soldiers (1959), ably directed by John Ford and starring John Wayne and William Holden. Numerous other films, of varying quality, continued to be produced. Among the notable actors enlisted to wear the uniforms of the Confederacy or the Union, and sometimes of both, were Richard Widmark, Joseph Cotten, Randolph Scott, and Errol Flynn. Even Ronald Reagan and child actor Claude Jarman Jr. were eventually called into service in Civil War films.

With the decline in movie house attendance in the last decades of the 20th century, television became the more efficient medium for Civil War instruction and entertainment. As it developed into an independent art form, television discovered that the miniseries was one of the things it did best. The TV movie The Blue and the Gray (1982) featured an all-star cast, with Gregory Peck as Abraham Lincoln. Based on the popular histories of Bruce Catton and giving equal time to the Union and the Confederacy on both battlefields and home fronts, this miniseries ran for 381 minutes on the CBS network.

The crowning achievement for televised depictions of the Civil War was the Public Broadcasting System’s presentation of Ken Burns’s The Civil War in 1990. Authentic diaries and letters from the front were read by actors and other personalities, while the music of the period and footage from the battle sites re-created the milieu of the war. Historians provided commentary, and one of them, Shelby Foote, became a television star, his published books becoming best sellers. Burns’s series proved decisively that skilled documentary could be even more gripping than fiction in presenting both the domestic and military drama of warfare. With its continuing life on video, it remains one of the preeminent achievements of television.
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Financing, CSA

Confederate finances were decidedly precarious from the moment the upstart nation was formed in early 1861, and the Confederate States of America government never overcame its financial woes during the Civil War. In February 1861, newly appointed secretary of the treasury Christopher G. Memminger began floating government loans to raise revenue, thereby establishing a sizable national debt that grew exponentially as the war progressed. During the war’s first year the Confederacy sold some $150 million in bonds, which helped secure badly needed specie (gold and silver). The government also used agricultural products to raise revenue, whereby farmers put up their products in return for paper money. Using these various loan receipts, the Confederacy issued various treasury notes, which helped circulate paper money that the government then used to pay its debts.

In August 1861 the Confederate Congress authorized a tax on property, but the Treasury Department permitted citizens to pay these taxes with individual state currencies, which were greatly inflated. The result was a much smaller revenue stream for the central government. Memminger’s department also did a poor job of collecting farm produce. To make up for the shortfalls, the Confederate government printed more and more money. This further debased the currency and led to hyperinflation, which reached an astronomical 6,000 percent by war’s end.

Memminger concluded by 1863 that rising inflation and insufficient revenue posed a severe threat to the war effort, so he advocated the imposition of a graduated income tax (adjusted for income) and a flat 10 percent tax in kind on agricultural products. Congress passed both measures, amid much public backlash, and in March 1863 the government implemented the Erlanger Loan, a $15 million bond program that was based on cotton speculation, which was underwritten by Émile Erlanger and Company, a Paris-based financial house. While the Erlanger Loan eased finances modestly, only about half of the $15 million was actually raised.

By the spring of 1864, inflation was surging out of control, and Confederate printing presses were churning out paper currency at an alarming rate. In an attempt to bring the situation under control, Memminger instituted the Compulsory Funding Measure, which essentially devalued unexchanged treasury notes by linking them to noncirculating government bonds. This scheme also failed to stanch the economic hemorrhaging, however, and in July 1864 Memminger was replaced by George A. Trenholm. By then, however, Trenholm was unable to offer any solution to the deteriorating financial situation. In the end, the Confederacy was never able to generate more than $27 million in specie, which was wholly inadequate to offset runaway inflation and ballooning national debts. When the Confederacy collapsed in 1865, government debt stood at a staggering $700 million.
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Financing, U.S.

Beginning in March 1861, the Abraham Lincoln administration pursued a comprehensive, multifaceted fiscal policy that sought to pay for war within the context of Republican free labor ideology and without resorting to unmanageable deficits. Starting with the July 1861 session of Congress, Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase sought a series of internal taxes, new tariff revenues, and bonds and loans to finance the war. Coupled with new fiscal instruments (paper currency) and a centralized banking system, by 1865 these measures helped finance a war that cost more than $3 billion.

Chase inherited a government that had run deficits for four years because of low tariff rates passed in 1857. At first securing short-term loans, Chase alienated major bankers in an initial large-scale bond offering in April 1861 and would look to financiers such as Jay Cooke for future support. Chase gradually shifted policy from selling bonds to working with major banks to relying upon Cooke’s network of agents who sold smaller bonds directly to the American public. The U.S. government raised nearly two-thirds of its war finances through loans and bonds.

Early Union battlefield defeats and the Trent Affair in late 1861 contributed to a bank run, during which New York banks halted specie payments; eventually other banks followed suit. Congress responded quickly to the growing crisis, and President Lincoln signed the Legal Tender Act on February 25, 1862. The act created $150 million in so-called greenbacks, and the new national currency was payable for all debts (although government bond interest was still payable in specie). Sold to the American public as a necessary war measure, $450 million in greenbacks, $432 million of which would enter circulation, was printed.

Comparative Cost of America’s Wars



	War
	Cost*



	American Revolutionary War
	$1.8 billion



	War of 1812
	$1.2 billion



	Mexican-American War
	$1.8 billion



	Civil War (Union)
	$45 billion



	Civil War (Confederacy)
	$15 billion



	Spanish-American War
	$6.8 billion



	World War I
	$253 billion



	World War II
	$4.1 trillion



	Korean War
	$320 billion



	Vietnam War
	$686 billion



	Persian Gulf War
	$96 billion



	Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan through fiscal year 2011)
	$1.257 trillion




* Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan in 2011 dollars, all other wars in 2008 dollars.

The Internal Revenue Act of July 1, 1862, reinforced legislation of the previous year but placed taxes on a myriad of luxury items, included a progressive income tax on those making more than $600 yearly, levied corporate and other taxes, and created the Bureau of Internal Revenue. Highly effective, the act provided 63 percent of U.S. government income by war’s end.

Congress also passed the National Currency Act on February 25, 1863. Revised as the National Bank Act on June 3, 1864, the legislation created a federal banking system and oversight for the national currency. Banks were reluctant to join the federal system or discontinue their own notes until March 3, 1865, when Congress levied a 10 percent tax on state banknotes. Taking effect on July 1, 1866, the surcharge compelled most banks to join the national system and abandon their currency notes. Overall, the federal government did a more than adequate job of financing the war and managing the economy, which avoided the ruinous inflation and massive deficit spending that crippled the Confederate economy during the last half of the conflict.
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Finegan, Joseph

Birth Date: November 18, 1814

Death Date: October 29, 1885

Confederate officer. Joseph Finegan was born on November 18, 1814, in Clones, Ireland, and immigrated to the United States in the mid-1830s. He started a lumber business in Jacksonville, Florida, and then moved to Fernandina, Florida, where he became an attorney and was involved in railroads. In early 1861, Governor John Milton appointed Finegan as Florida’s military liaison to the Confederate government. Commissioned a lieutenant colonel in the 1st Florida Battalion on January 14, 1862, and appointed a brigadier general on April 5, 1862, Finegan commanded the Department of Middle and Eastern Florida, which was later reduced to the District of East Florida. Finegan’s primary responsibility was to fend off Union attacks from the Atlantic, which he accomplished with only a thinly scattered land force.

In the Battle of Olustee (February 20, 1864), troops under Finegan inflicted a resounding defeat on a Union force of 5,500 men, which had landed at Jacksonville and moved west under the command of Brigadier General Truman Seymour. After four and a half hours of combat, Finegan’s 6,500-man force compelled the Federals to withdraw toward the coast. The Confederate Congress voted Finegan and his command the Thanks of Congress for this victory.

In May 1864 Finegan was sent north to Virginia, where he commanded a Florida brigade in Brigadier General William Mahone’s division in III Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. On June 4 during the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), Finegan’s brigade helped fill a gap on the Confederates’ right flank; later that same day, the brigade repulsed a Union advance. Finegan also performed ably during much of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). In early April 1865, Finegan returned to Florida.

After the conflict, Finegan resumed his law practice, served in the Florida Senate, and then relocated to Savannah, Georgia, where he became a cotton broker. He spent his final years in Rutledge, Florida, where he died on October 29, 1885.
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Fingal, CSS

Confederate blockade-runner that became the ironclad Atlanta. Built by the firm of Thomson in Glasgow and launched in May 1861, the Fingal was purchased by Confederate Navy agent in England James D. Bulloch and departed Holyhead, Wales, on October 15, 1861, for Bermuda under Bulloch’s command. From there the ship made the run to Savannah, passing by Union blockaders and reaching the port on November 22. The Fingal carried the most important cargo to reach that city by sea during the war: 14,000 Enfield rifles; 1 million cartridges; 2 million percussion caps; thousands of sabers, bayonets, and revolvers; 10 rifled cannon and ammunition; 400 barrels of powder; and assorted medical supplies.

With Savannah tightly blockaded, Bulloch was unable to get the Fingal to sea to return to England. In early 1862 at Savannah, the ship was cut down at the waterline and rebuilt into the casemated ironclad ram Atlanta. The Atlanta displaced 1,006 tons, was 204 feet in length, had three screws, and mounted two 7-inch muzzle-loading Brooke rifles and two 6.4-inch Parrott rifles. It was also fitted with a bow-mounted spar torpedo. The Atlanta had a crew of 145 men (including 21 officers and 28 marines). Early on the morning of June 17, 1863, in Wassaw Sound under Commander William A. Webb, the Atlanta, accompanied by the wooden steamers Isondiga and Resolute, exited the Wilmington River and engaged the Union Pessaic-class monitors Nahant and Weehawken under Captain John Rodgers. The two Confederate wooden ships fled without engaging the Union warships, while the battle of the ironclads lasted only several minutes. In it the Atlanta briefly grounded and got off only seven shots before it was run ashore and forced to surrender, with one man killed and others wounded. Repaired at the Philadelphia Navy Yard, it was then commissioned in the U.S. Navy as USS Atlanta in February 1864. It served in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron and then the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron in the James River. Sold off in May 1869, it was purchased by Haiti and renamed the Triumph but sank off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, in December 1869.
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In late 1861, the Confederate blockade runner Fingal arrived at Savannah, Georgia, carrying an important cargo. With Savannah tightly blockaded, the Fingal was rebuilt as the Confederate casemated ironclad ram Atlanta, shown here. It was captured following an engagement with Union ironclads in Wassaw Sound on June 17, 1863. (Naval Historical Center)
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Finley, Clement Alexander

Birth Date: May 11, 1797

Death Date: September 8, 1879

U.S. Army surgeon general. Clement Alexander Finley was born in Newville, Pennsylvania, on May 11, 1797. He attended Dickinson College (Pennsylvania), and upon graduation from the University of Pennsylvania Medical School in 1818, he entered the U.S. Army as a surgeon’s mate on August 10, 1818. Promoted to major on July 13, 1832, Finley served as chief medical officer during the Black Hawk War in 1833 and as medical director in 1847 during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). After the death of his predecessor, Surgeon General Thomas Lawson, Finley was appointed surgeon general on May 15, 1861, and promoted to colonel.

Despite his considerable experience, Finley, along with most of the nation’s senior military leadership, had not recognized fundamental changes in warfare that had occurred by the beginning of the Civil War, and so the Medical Department was ill-prepared to handle the staggering casualties from combat that were soon to occur. Following prewar practice, Finley waited until a battle began before ordering medical supplies, arranging transport for the wounded, and establishing hospitals. In the case of the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), for example, wounded men remained on the battlefield for several days after the engagement, and Finley bore most of the blame in the resulting scandal.

Finley also steadfastly opposed the establishment of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, a civilian relief organization designed to work closely with the Medical Department. After the commission was formed, Finley was not willing to cooperate fully with the director, Frederick Law Olmsted, who then aired his frustrations with Finley to Congress. In September 1862 the directors of the Sanitary Commission urged Finley’s ouster as surgeon general.

The politically connected leaders of the Sanitary Commission were ultimately able to go over Finley’s head directly to Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, influential congressmen, and Horace Greeley, editor of the influential New York Tribune. Finley was no match for these powerful forces, and he was forced into retirement on April 14, 1862. He was replaced by Colonel William A. Hammond. Finley’s main accomplishment during his brief tenure was legislation expanding the Army Medical Corps, which had also been advocated by the Sanitary Commission, but he could not bring himself to ally with the organization. Finley was brevetted brigadier general on March 13, 1865. He practiced medicine in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he died on September 8, 1879.
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Finley, Jesse Johnson

Birth Date: November 18, 1812

Death Date: November 6, 1904

Confederate officer. Jesse Johnson Finley was born on November 18, 1812, near Lebanon, Tennessee. In 1836 he fought in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). Upon his return to Lebanon, he studied law and opened a legal practice. Turning to politics, he joined the Whig Party, sat in the Arkansas legislature in the early 1840s during his sojourn in that state, and, following his return to Tennessee, was elected mayor of Memphis in 1845.

In 1846 Finley moved to Florida and won a seat in the Florida Senate. He was appointed circuit judge in 1852, holding that position until March 16, 1861, when the newly organized Confederate government appointed him district judge of Florida. A year later Finley resigned his post to enlist as a private in the 6th Florida Infantry, quickly becoming its colonel. Finley saw action at the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862) in Kentucky, and his regiment distinguished itself at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) in Georgia.

Promoted to brigadier general on November 16, 1863, Finley took command of a Florida brigade, which he led in the battles for Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863) and the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). On May 14, 1864, Finley was wounded at the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15). At the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864), a more serious wound kept him out of service for the remainder of the war.

Confederate District Court Judges



	District
	Judge
	Tenure



	Alabama
	William G. Jones
	1861–1865



	Arkansas
	Daniel Ringo
	1861–1865



	Florida
	Jesse J. Finley
	1861–1862



	Georgia
	Henry R. Jackson
	1861



	Edward J. Harden
	1861–1865



	Louisiana
	Edwin Warren Moise
	1861–1865



	Mississippi
	Alexander Mosby Clayton
	1861–1865



	North Carolina
	Asa Biggs
	1861–1865



	South Carolina
	Andrew G. Magrath
	1861–1864



	Benjamin F. Perry
	1865



	Tennessee
	West H. Humphreys
	1861–1865



	Texas, East
	William Pinckney Hill
	1861–1865



	Texas, West
	Thomas J. Devine
	1861–1865



	Virginia, East
	James D. Halyburton
	1861–1865



	Virginia, West
	John W. Brockenbrough
	1861–1865




Following the war, Finley resumed his law practice in Florida. Between 1876 and 1882, he won three contested U.S. congressional elections, serving each term only briefly. He became a U.S. senator in 1887 but was refused his seat on a technicality. From 1887 to 1903, he was a circuit court judge in Florida. Finley died in Lake City, Florida, on November 6, 1904.
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Fire-Eaters

Radical Southerners who promoted secession and Southern independence prior to the Civil War. Fire-Eaters were the ideological heirs of the nullification controversy that began as early as the late 1820s. Among their notables were Robert Barnwell Rhett of South Carolina, Edmund Ruffin of Virginia, William Lowndes Yancey of Alabama, and Louis Trezevant Wigfall of Texas.

Initially centering on such issues as tariffs and nullification, Fire-Eaters increasingly began to focus on the issue of slavery, following the annexation of Texas in 1845 and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Concerned with attempts to limit the expansion of slavery into the newly acquired western territories, Fire-Eaters encouraged Southern unity as the only recourse to the threat. They believed that Southerners must not rely on political parties to defend their rights but instead should take the defense of their interests into their own hands. If the U.S. Constitution could not protect the rights of the slaveholding South, they reasoned, then the Union must be dissolved and a southern nation established.

Although persistent in both newspapers (the Charlestown Mercury was owned by Robert Barnwell Rhett) and speeches, the Fire-Eaters’ position failed to gain widespread support throughout the South during the late 1840s and 1850s. In an effort to encourage Southern nationalism and protest the success of the Compromise of 1850, Fire-Eaters proposed a bipartisan convention to address the issue of federal restrictions on the western expansion of slavery. Meeting in Nashville from June 3 to 11, 1850, only nine slaveholding states were represented at the convention, however. And those states that did send delegates sent men of little credibility or political weight. Attempting to influence the convention, Fire-Eaters proposed immediate Southern secession if any restriction were placed on slavery’s expansion. Moderate Southern Democrats and Whigs, however, overruled the more vocal radicals and proposed a more conciliatory platform of extending the Missouri Compromise line west to the Pacific Ocean. The Fire-Eaters failed to make an impact at the convention.

Turmoil in Kansas (known as Bleeding Kansas), the growth of the Republican Party and its run for the presidency in 1856, and scarcely concealed Northern sympathies for John Brown’s 1859 raid on Harpers Ferry all reinvigorated the Fire-Eaters. Meanwhile, sectional and political divisions continued to grow, encouraged by the Fire-Eaters themselves.

During the 1860 Democratic National Convention, Fire-Eaters conspired to split the Democrat Party, thereby paving the way for the election of a so-called Black Republican and solidifying Southern nationalism and support for secession. During that convention, Yancey proposed the inclusion of the Alabama Platform to the convention, which called for delegates to only support proslavery candidates. Outvoted and replaced with a more moderate platform by Illinois senator Stephan Douglas and northern Democrats, the delegates from the lower South (Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, South Carolina, Florida, Texas, and Arkansas) withdrew and nominated their own proslavery candidate, Vice President John C. Breckinridge.

With the election of Abraham Lincoln to the presidency in 1860, Fire-Eaters called for the dissolution of the Union, the formation of Southern militias, the resignation of Southerners from the federal government, and the establishment of a Southern Confederacy. With the secession first of the states of the lower South and later the upper South, the goal of the Fire-Eaters had finally been achieved. It was widely reported, although probably erroneously, that Fire-Eater Edmund Ruffin was given the honor of firing the first shot at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, thus beginning the American Civil War.
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First Hatcher’s Run

See Boydton Plank Road, Battle of

_______________________

1st Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment

Union Army of the Potomac infantry regiment and the first regiment of volunteers mustered into federal service. Minnesota governor Alexander Ramsey offered the 1st Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment on April 14, 1861, one day before President Abraham Lincoln called for volunteers. By April 30, 900 men and officers of the regiment were mustered and ready for orders. When their three-month enlistments expired, some 600 soldiers reenlisted for an additional three years.

The regiment gained a reputation for coolness under fire, even though it suffered the highest percentage of casualties of any Union regiment at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1863) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). The men of the regiment are perhaps best remembered for their gallantry and sacrifice at Gettysburg on the afternoon of July 2, when 262 men in the infantry unit were ordered to plug a gap and hold the Union line on Cemetery Ridge against 1,600 Alabamians until Union reinforcements could arrive. They did the job well, despite great odds. Two men of the regiment, Private Marshall Sherman and Corporal Henry O’Brien, received the Medal of Honor for their effort that day, but only 47 men of the unit survived.

By December 1863, the 1st Minnesota was down to only 30 men. After Gettysburg, the regiment was ordered to New York City to maintain order following the draft riots there. More men were then recruited, and the outfit was brought back to regimental strength. The 1st Minnesota subsequently fought in battles from the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) to Appomattox (April 9, 1865). The regiment had a number of commanders, the first three of whom went on to become brigadier generals: Colonels Willis A. Gorman, Napoleon Dana, and Alfred Sully. Future brigadier general and governor of Minnesota Stephen Miller was the lieutenant colonel of the regiment during the first year of the war.
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1st New Jersey Brigade

Brigade that consisted of various infantry regiments, principally from New Jersey, that served in the 1st Division, VI Corps, Army of the Potomac. The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd New Jersey Infantry Regiments were organized in the spring of 1861 and dispatched to Washington, D.C. These three outfits saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and formed the core of the 1st New Jersey Brigade. Between August 1861 and August 1862, they were joined by the 4th, 10th, and 15th New Jersey Infantry Regiments. Between September 1862 and February 1865, these outfits were further joined or temporarily augmented by the 23rd New Jersey (a nine-month regiment), the 40th New Jersey, and the 1st Delaware Cavalry (dismounted). For most of the conflict, the 1st New Jersey Brigade was assigned to the 1st Division, VI Corps, Army of the Potomac.

The 1st New Jersey Brigade was active throughout the war, seeing action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865), and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), among many other engagements.

During the course of the conflict, the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 10th, and 15th New Jersey Regiments suffered 900 men killed in action and an additional 595 dead from illness or disease.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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First Shot of the Civil War

There remains some controversy as to who is responsible for firing the first shot of the Civil War. On a grand scale, some scholars contend that President Abraham Lincoln was responsible because he skillfully maneuvered the Confederates into firing. Also, in a far more direct way, several men have staked their claim of having fired the first shot of the war.

Confederate president Jefferson Davis and Confederate vice president Alexander Hamilton Stephens accused Lincoln of forcing the Confederacy’s hand. John Nicolay and John Hay, Lincoln’s personal secretaries and early biographers, praised Lincoln’s adroitness in maneuvering the South into beginning the war. Orville Hickman Browning, Lincoln’s political ally, recorded a conversation with Lincoln in his diary in which the president boasted that his plan to force the South into firing first had succeeded. Throughout the years, some historians have thus credited the first shot to Lincoln.

On January 9, Confederate cadets at Charleston’s Citadel military academy opened fire on the Star of the West, an unarmed Union supply steamer endeavoring to resupply Fort Sumter at the entrance to Charleston Harbor. Captain P. F. Stevens ordered Cadet George Edward Haynesworth to fire a warning cannon shot over the bow of the ship. After the warning shot, other shots were fired from Confederate shore batteries. Consequently, Captain John McGowan ordered his ship to withdraw. For the rest of his life, Haynesworth claimed the distinction of having fired the first shot of the war. However, even though the incident served to increase tensions, war was not declared until the Confederates actually fired on Fort Sumter itself three months later.

On April 12 when Union forces refused to withdraw, Confederate commander Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard ordered his men to commence fire on Sumter. Consequently, at 4:30 a.m. Captain George S. James ordered Lieutenant Henry S. Farley to fire the first shot of the war, which exploded over the fort as a signal to open the general bombardment. Most historians thus credit Farley with having fired the opening shot of the war. Moments later, civilian and famous secessionist Edmund Ruffin was allowed to fire on the fort. Erroneously, Ruffin immediately gained the distinction of being the man who fired the first shot of the war. Credit for the first shot fired by the Federals is generally given to Captain Abner Doubleday, who fired in Fort Sumter’s defense around 7:00 a.m. on April 12.
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1st Vermont Brigade

Renowned Union infantry unit. Also known as the Old Brigade, the 1st Vermont Brigade was an infantry brigade of the Army of the Potomac, initially under the command of Brigadier General William F. “Baldy” Smith. The brigade was made up of the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th Vermont Infantry Regiments as well as, briefly, the 26th New Jersey Infantry Regiment. The 1st Vermont was one of two brigades from the state of Vermont in the Army of the Potomac and the only one known by its namesake.

The 1st Vermont participated in some of the fiercest fighting of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). The brigade spent the rest of the war in the hard-fighting VI Corps. The 1st Vermont saw combat at the Battle of Crampton’s Gap (September 14, 1862) and then at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where it distinguished itself. The brigade next saw action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and also participated in defensive operations as the Confederates moved north into Pennsylvania in the summer of 1863. Following a brief stint in New York City to quell draft riots, the brigade returned to Virginia, where it remained for the duration of the war.

The 1st Vermont participated in a number of subsequent battles, including the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). The brigade then saw heavy fighting under Major General Philip Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley and returned to the Army of the Potomac for the close of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). The 1st Vermont was also involved in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865) and fought at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865). On June 8, 1865, the brigade marched in the Grand Review in Washington; the next month, its members were officially mustered out of service.

The 1st Vermont suffered more casualties than any other brigade throughout the Civil War, with 2,439 soldiers killed in action or dying of other causes. More than 2,000 more were wounded. The outfit had only three permanent commanders between 1861 and 1865: Brigadier Generals Smith (August–October 1861), William T. H. Brooks (October 1861–October 1862), and Lewis A. Grant (January 1864–June 1865). Several regimental commanders also led the brigade on a temporary basis.
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Fish, Hamilton

Birth Date: August 3, 1808

Death Date: September 7, 1893

American political leader; governor of New York, U.S. senator, and secretary of state. Hamilton Fish was born into a socially prominent family in New York City on August 3, 1808. He was named after family friend Alexander Hamilton. Fish’s father, Nicholas Fish, was a Federalist and an important figure in the American Revolutionary War. Hamilton Fish graduated from Columbia College (New York) in 1827 and was admitted to the New York bar in 1830. After briefly working as a lawyer, he was appointed commissioner of deeds for New York City in 1832, a position he held for two years. In 1843 after joining the Whig Party, Fish was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. He lost his bid for reelection in 1845 and returned to New York. He won the New York gubernatorial election in 1849 and served for one term before being elected to the U.S. Senate in 1851.

While in the Senate, Fish was a member of the Committee on Foreign Relations. During the 1850s following the demise of the Whig Party, Fish joined the Republican Party. He strongly opposed the repeal of the Missouri Compromise of 1820. But Fish took a moderate view of slavery, opposing both abolitionism and the expansion of slavery. Leaving the Senate in 1857, Fish and his family then embarked on an extended European tour. From 1859 until his death, Fish served as the chairman of the Board of Trustees of Columbia University. Returning home in 1860, he actively campaigned for Abraham Lincoln.

During the early years of the Civil War, Fish and other prominent New York City politicians served on the Union Defense Committee, which assisted in the formation of volunteer regiments for the Union Army and the dispersal of relief funds to the families of volunteers. During the war, Lincoln appointed Fish to the commission charged with the exchange of prisoners.
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Prominent New York politician Hamilton Fish was a strong opponent of slavery. During the Civil War, he served on the commission charged with prisoner exchanges, and later he was U.S. secretary of state in the Ulysses S. Grant administration. (Library of Congress)

Appointed secretary of state by President Ulysses S. Grant in 1869, Fish held that post in both Grant administrations and was the president’s longest-serving cabinet member. Fish replaced Grant’s first secretary of state, Elihu Benjamin Washburne, who served for only 12 days before being appointed U.S. ambassador to France. Fish negotiated the Treaty of Washington (1871) with the United Kingdom that resolved American grievances stemming from the Civil War. His diplomatic skills also brought the Virginius Affair, a potentially explosive incident with Spain during the Ten Years’ War in Cuba (1868–1878), to a peaceful conclusion in 1873. Within the Department of State, Fish began the process of replacing the spoils system with a merit system.

After leaving government service, Fish returned to practicing law in New York. He died at home in Putnam County, New York, on September 7, 1893.
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Fisher’s Hill, Battle of

Event Date: September 22, 1864

Major engagement of the 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign. Following the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864), Union major general Philip H. Sheridan and his Army of the Shenandoah continued their pursuit of Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early’s Army of the Valley. Early withdrew his men to Newton, 7 miles to the south, and the next morning the Confederates retreated south another 13 miles to Fisher’s Hill.

Sheridan had present some 29,500 men, while Early had only 9,500 men. Fisher’s Hill was a steep bluff, flanked to the east by Massanutten Mountain and on the west by Little North Mountain. It was a strong position, but with so few men and outnumbered 3 to 1, Early was unable to effectively defend the entire breadth of the valley. Sheridan knew the difficulties of a frontal assault on Fisher’s Hill, so early on September 22 he sent two divisions under Brigadier General George Crook by a concealed route to a position behind and outflanking Early’s left. This movement took much of the day, but by 4:00 p.m. Crook was in position, his men positioned perpendicular to Early’s line. Crook’s cheering men then charged, immediately driving on Early’s left. Only then did Sheridan assault the center of the Confederate line with his infantry, forcing Early into a hasty withdrawal along the Valley Turnpike toward Woodstock. Darkness saved the bulk of Early’s force.

In the battle, Union forces suffered 528 casualties (52 killed, 457 wounded, and 19 missing); Confederate losses were 1,235 (30 killed, 210 wounded, and 995 missing or captured). Union forces also captured 14 guns. The remainder of Early’s command now withdrew all the way back to Waynesboro, at the base of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Sheridan then instituted the so-called Burning, a 13-day campaign that destroyed much of the Shenandoah Valley’s agriculture assets and signaled the end of Confederate control of Virginia.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

[image: image]

Brigadier General George Crook’s cavalry launch a surprise attack on the Confederate left flank in the Battle of Fisher’s Hill, an important engagement in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, on September 22, 1864. (Corbis)
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Fisk, Clinton Bowen

Birth Date: December 8, 1828

Death Date: July 9, 1890

Union officer. Clinton Bowen Fisk was born on December 8, 1828, in New York City but moved to the Michigan Territory as a youngster. He eventually became a businessman in Michigan but lost most of his holdings in the economic downturn of 1857. He then relocated to St. Louis, where he was engaged as an insurance broker.

Fisk joined the Missouri Home Guards in early 1861 and saw action that May, when Missouri troops seized Fort Jackson. He remained with the state troops until August 1862, at which time he entered the U.S. Volunteers as a colonel of the 33rd Missouri Infantry. Fisk eventually recruited an entire brigade, becoming brigadier general of volunteers on November 24, 1862. He served chiefly in Missouri, where he opposed a number of Confederate raids and held several district commands.

Fisk’s most notable service came during Major General Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864), at which time Fisk was commanding the District of Northern Missouri. After realizing that Price had instructed pro-Southern sympathizers to enlist in the Missouri Militia and conduct acts of sabotage against Union forces, Fisk acted swiftly, augmented his troop levels, and helped push Price’s raiders out of Missouri.

After the war, Fisk was the assistant commissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau in 1865. The next year he helped establish a college for African Americans in Nashville, which was soon named Fisk University in his honor. Fisk was a member of the Board of Indian Commissioners in 1874, and in 1886 he was a candidate for the New Jersey governorship on the Prohibitionist Party ticket. Two years later he was the party’s candidate for the presidency. Meanwhile, Fisk was involved in a highly lucrative banking business in New York City, where he died on July 9, 1890.
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Fitzhugh, George

Birth Date: November 4, 1806

Death Date: July 30, 1881

Lawyer, author, and proslavery intellectual. George Fitzhugh was born on November 4, 1806, in Prince William County, Virginia. He moved to a plantation near Alexandria, Virginia, when he was six years old. Fitzhugh received a poor education, which he supplemented by reading. After studying law with a local attorney, Fitzhugh moved to a small plantation near Port Royal, Virginia, that was owned by his wife and established a law practice in the town.

As a staunch believer in slavery, Fitzhugh was worried about two new trends: mounting turmoil in Virginia caused by an increase in the free black population and widespread opposition to the extension of slavery in the new federal territories. In 1849 Fitzhugh published his first article in defense of slavery, “Slavery Justified,” which contained most of the views he would expand upon in subsequent articles and books. Many of his articles appeared in the Richmond Examiner, of which he was an editor. In his Sociology for the South: Or, the Failure of Free Society, published in 1854, Fitzhugh argued that equality exists only in theory and that “liberty and equality are not only destructive to morals, but to the happiness of society.” His book, which supported the way of life in the South, became popular among many readers.

Not content with making his views known at home, in 1850 Fitzhugh traveled to New England, where he lectured and discussed the issues of slavery with notable abolitionists. Fitzhugh grew more and more convinced of the virtue of slavery, which he saw as a way to protect the weak and the poor by taking care of their needs. He did confess in a letter to a friend that he saw some evil in slavery and also that he opposed the reopening of the slave trade. However, he was firmly convinced that the system’s advantages outweighed such small naggings of conscience.

A prolific writer, Fitzhugh published more than 100 articles for De Bow’s Review between 1855 and 1857. He wrote that African Americans were inferior and therefore were better off under the care of white masters than on their own. Fitzhugh even saw differences in the quality of white people in America: the “master race” of Southern aristocrats had evolved from English knights, while the Northern industrialists were the descendants of Anglo-Saxon serfs.

As civil war drew near, Fitzhugh praised war as a noble adventure that was sanctioned by God. Despite the fact that he was a staunch defender of slavery and the way of life in the South, many Southerners despised his radical views. During the Civil War, Fitzhugh worked as a clerk in the Confederate Treasury Department in Richmond. He later served as a judge in the Freedmen’s Court, which was part of the Freedmen’s Bureau. After the war, Fitzhugh became increasingly concerned with the growing power of blacks and the idea that a social and cultural revolution would soon occur. In 1880 Fitzhugh moved to Huntsville, Texas, where he died on July 30, 1881.
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Five Forks, Battle of

Event Date: April 1, 1865

One of the last major battles of the Civil War. This Union victory led to Confederate general Robert E. Lee ordering his forces and the Confederate government to abandon Petersburg and Richmond. In the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), U.S. Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s paramount goal was to cut Confederate railroad lines leading into Petersburg that supplied the Confederates there and in Richmond. If Union forces could sever these rail lines, Lee’s army would be forced to evacuate Petersburg. Throughout the nearly yearlong campaign, Grant kept extending his left (Lee’s right), trying to cut the railroads. As this process unfolded, increasing Union manpower resources stretched Lee’s line thin.
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A sketch by Alfred R. Waud of the last stand of Major General George E. Pickett’s Confederate forces in the important Battle of Five Forks, Virginia, on April 1, 1865. The next day General Robert E. Lee informed Confederate president Jefferson Davis that Petersburg and Richmond would have to be abandoned. (Library of Congress)

Grant’s plan for turning Lee out of Petersburg or trapping him there was a simple one that took advantage of superior Union numbers. On March 29, 1865, Grant ordered Major General Philip Sheridan to undertake a flank march with three Union cavalry divisions to Five Forks, a major road intersection some 10 miles west-southwest of Petersburg and about 5 miles west of where Lee’s lines ended. Sheridan would thus be in position to threaten the Southside Railroad or Lee’s right flank. At the same time, two corps of Union infantry from the Army of the Potomac would press up to the Confederate lines along White Oak Road and try to connect with Sheridan. Grant would have available there a crushing numerical advantage of some 36,000 infantry and 13,000 cavalry.

On March 31, Major General William Henry Fitzhugh “Rooney” Lee’s cavalry and Major General George Pickett’s infantry division met the Union advance north and northwest of Dinwiddie Court House and in the Battles of Dinwiddie Court House and White Oak Road (March 31, 1865) temporarily halted Sheridan’s progress. With Union infantry reinforcements approaching from the east, however, Pickett withdrew before daylight. He wanted to take up a new position behind Hatcher’s Run, but General Lee ordered him to stop short of that position and hold the important Five Forks road junction with his one infantry and three cavalry divisions, about 10,000 men in all.

At Five Forks, the Confederates constructed a defensive line about 1.75 miles in length. Confederate cavalry under Rooney Lee covered the Confederate western right flank. Pickett refused his left flank, in consequence of a 3-mile gap there. To help defend this point, he positioned there an understrength cavalry brigade commanded by Brigadier General William P. Roberts. General Lee ordered the Confederates to hold Five Forks “at all hazards.”

Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865)



	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength
	39,000
	10,000



	Killed, wounded, or captured
	         830
	   2,950




With Pickett dug in along White Oak Road, Sheridan planned to pressure the length of the Confederate battle line with, for the most part, dismounted cavalry divisions while bringing up and sending the entirety of Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps to assault Pickett’s left flank. Sheridan personally directed the attack. Muddy roads and underbrush served to delay the arrival of V Corps, however, with the result that the Battle of Five Forks did not begin until after 4:00 p.m. Sheridan blamed Warren for this delay and later removed him from command. (Warren was later cleared of the charges against him.) At the same time, Brigadier General Ranald S. Mackenzie’s cavalry division of the Army of the James reached the White Oak Road east of Five Forks and attacked westward across the gap, driving Confederate skirmishers there back into the main Southern line.


Sheridan’s battle plan called for a frontal attack by two of V Corps’ divisions, with the third in reserve. But either Warren or Sheridan miscalculated the end of Pickett’s line so that the two leading divisions under Major Generals Romeyn B. Ayers and Samuel W. Crawford fell into a void. Ayers’s division on the left soon came under heavy Confederate enfilading fire from its left flank, but the competent Ayers soon wheeled his division to the left to meet the Confederates head-on. Sheridan and Warren also reoriented both Crawford’s division and the reserve division under Major General Charles Griffin. Sheridan, who was with Ayers’s division, personally led the attacking troops, and within an hour the Union infantry had overwhelmed Pickett’s left, taking many prisoners and rolling up the Confederate line.

At the time of the Union attack, Pickett was two miles to the rear north of Hatcher’s Run, enjoying a shad bake with Major Generals Fitzhugh Lee and Thomas Rosser without having informed his command of their absence. Atmospheric conditions also hid the noise of battle. By the time Pickett learned of the Union attack and had ridden forward in haste, it was too late to save the situation.

Crawford’s division hit the Confederates from the rear, overwhelming the remaining Confederate resistance. Sheridan’s men captured 4 cannon and 11 Confederate battle flags. Personnel losses in the battle are estimated at some 830 Federals and 3,000 Confederates (most of them prisoners).

The Battle of Five Forks separated General Lee’s right flank from the rest of the army, and the next morning Lee informed Confederate president Jefferson Davis that Petersburg and Richmond would have to be abandoned. Grant also understood the significance of the battle, which is sometimes known as “the Waterloo of the Confederacy.” Informed of its outcome, Grant immediately wrote out an order for a major assault on Confederate lines the next day, April 2. This so-called Third Battle of Petersburg crushed Lee’s defenses and forced him to abandon Petersburg in a desperate effort to break free westward with his army. A week later, the Army of Northern Virginia surrendered at Appomattox Court House, Virginia.

WILLIAM B. ROGERS AND SPENCER C. TUCKER
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Flags

Flags were important symbols for both sides during the Civil War. Flags are symbols, but they also come to embody that which they represent. To Civil War soldiers, they signified what the men fought for: pride, their regiment, the women who sometimes made the flags, and each other. Flags also served important functions, providing unit identification and serving as rallying points during battle.

During the Civil War, combat units often formed in one town or small community. At the very start of the war, men from the same fraternity, church, class, workplace, or other community group often enlisted together. Civil War units thus had strong local and state pride. Their flags were one tangible symbol of this and thus became focal points in battle.

In 1861 as the Southern states seceded, the Bonnie Blue Flag, a blue field with a single white star, became a popular symbol at rallies and public gatherings. The flag came to represent states’ rights, liberty, independence, and secession. The Confederate Congress, meeting in Montgomery, Alabama, formed a flag committee to oversee the creation of a national flag. Confederate leaders hoped to have a national flag by the time Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated president of the United State in order to add credence to their claim of a separate nation. The banner finally selected was similar to the American flag, with three large stripes, two red and a central white stripe, and a blue canton with seven white stars, representing each of the original states of the Confederacy. This flag—the so-called first national pattern—flew over the capitol building in Montgomery.

In the rush to war in 1861, many volunteer companies quickly formed in small towns and cities, North and South, each with their own flags. These reflected the town or area and were often made by women of the community. Many of the early flags carried by militia units and newly raised companies were made of silk. They often had symbols of the area and contained patriotic slogans or phrases related to its history. Long-standing military or militia units carried flags that had a history of their own. Collectively, these are known as presentation flags.

Flags provided a practical function in combat. In the smoke and confusion of battle, these large colorful banners, usually positioned in the center of the regimental line, provided a clear reference point and helped identify units. During an advance, a soldier could follow his colors. In a retreat or rout, the men often rallied around their flag.

Civil War regiments carried a variety of battle flags. Union troops carried two—a national flag and a regimental banner—while Confederates generally carried only a regimental flag. Still there was great variation not only in the flags themselves but also in what was carried. Some units carried state flags, some carried presentation flags from home, and others carried a variety of other flags. Along each flank of Union and Confederate regiments there were often smaller flags, known as guidons. Guidons were used extensively in cavalry units and usually carried regimental and company identification. Capture of a flag in battle brought great honor to the unit involved and was regarded as a disgrace for the unit that had lost its flag.

The Confederates soon developed battle flags, using the now familiar blue St. Andrews Cross on a red field. Later the Confederacy incorporated this design into a new national flag, placing it in one corner of an otherwise white banner, and even developed a third national flag later in the war. Much like the second flag, it had a broad red band at the end.

In February 1862 the U.S. War Department authorized Union regiments to add battle honors for engagements in which they had played notable roles. These were added to the red and white stripes of the unit’s national flag. Notably, President Lincoln insisted that no stars be removed from the U.S. flag during the war. He believed that doing so would have lent legitimacy to the Confederate cause. In fact, new stars were added, as West Virginia and Nevada joined the Union during the war.
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Flanagin, Harris

Birth Date: November 3, 1817

Death Date: October 23, 1874

Confederate officer and governor of Arkansas. Harris Flanagin was born on November 3, 1817, in Roadstown, New Jersey, but was reared mainly in Illinois. In 1837 he relocated to Arkansas and was admitted to the bar that same year. He entered Democratic Party politics when he served in the Arkansas House of Representatives (1842–1844). In 1861 he participated in his state’s secession convention but voted to keep Arkansas in the Union. After fighting broke out in April 1861, however, he changed his stance and supported the Confederacy. In May he commenced Confederate service as a captain in the 2nd Arkansas Mounted Rifles. Soon advanced to colonel, in the autumn of 1862 he received word of his election to the Arkansas governorship. Flanagin resigned his commission, returned to Little Rock, and was sworn into office on November 15, 1862.

Although Flanagin worked tirelessly to gird his state for war, his efforts were largely stymied because of an acute lack of resources. Arkansas was among the poorest states in the Confederacy, and a sizable portion of its population lived in poverty. Food, medicine, and clothing were in constant short supply, and the state had only a small and ineffective manufacturing base. Flanagin also struggled with a population that was split in its loyalties. As the war went on, these problems grew steadily worse.

In September 1863 Union forces took Little Rock, and Flanagin was now faced with an enemy occupation of his state. Be that as it may, he did make numerous efforts to cooperate with pro-Unionists and federal officials who sought to establish a Reconstruction government. His efforts paid some dividends, but he was nevertheless compelled to leave office on April 18, 1864. Flanagin then resumed his legal practice. After the war, he retired to Arkadelphia, Arkansas, where he died on October 23, 1874.
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Florida

The least populated of the Confederate states, Florida was largely a frontier during the sectional crisis and the Civil War that followed. With a population of approximately 140,000 people in 1860, of whom 62,000 were slaves and another 1,000 were free African Americans, much of Florida was still an emerging cotton planter society. Its evolving socioeconomic system was patterned largely on the already well-established planter societies in South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama. Led primarily by residents in middle Florida, voters held a secession convention in early January 1861. Although much of eastern Florida had Unionist sentiments and much of the interior of the state had little interest in the war at all, the convention nevertheless voted for secession by a vote of 62 to 7 on January 10, 1861, making Florida the third state to secede from the Union.

Almost immediately after secession, Confederate Floridians initiated a war with the United States. At first the conflict remained confined to Fort Pickens, a federal fort that was located just off the coast of Pensacola on Santa Rosa Island. Rather than surrender the island to the newly formed Confederate state, the U.S. government reinforced the fort. After a yearlong standoff and with resources required elsewhere, the Confederates eventually withdrew, leaving the fort and all of Pensacola under Union control for the remainder of the war.

As the struggle for Fort Pickens ensued, Florida reorganized many of its preexisting local militias into military regiments. Although resistance to conscription remained strong in the state’s peninsula, Floridians served in the military at a rate comparable to the rest of the Confederacy. Approximately 16,000 Floridians served in the Confederate military, primarily in 12 infantry regiments and 2 cavalry regiments. Nearly 5,000 of these died in battle or of disease during the war. An additional 2,000 Floridians served in the Union Army.

Although Tallahassee was the only Confederate capital east of the Mississippi River to remain in Confederate hands throughout the war, much of Florida suffered from Union occupation. In addition to the fall of Pensacola, in early 1862 Union troops occupied St. Augustine, the island of Fernandina, and Jacksonville, the principal town in eastern Florida, for the first of four times during the war. Other towns suffered similar fates.

Although there were several small skirmishes in Florida, the Battle of Olustee (February 20, 1864) was the only significant military engagement in the state. The battle took place at a train station in northern Florida. The fighting ensued when 5,200 Confederate troops met 5,000 Federals who were attempting to cut off the Confederate supply route near Lake City, Florida. After six hours of combat and approximately 3,000 fatalities, the Confederates drove the Federals back to Jacksonville.

Despite Union blockades of its ports and the occupation of many towns during the war, Florida’s large supply of cattle and salt made it an important component of the Confederate war effort. At the height of the war, Floridians provided nearly 600 head of cattle a day for the war effort. Floridians also periodically provided fruit and fish in the latter part of the war.

Florida officially surrendered on April 26, 1865, three weeks after its despondent governor, John Milton, committed suicide.
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Florida, CSS

Confederate commerce raider. Contracted by Confederate agent John D. Bulloch in June 1861, CSS Florida was the first British-built Confederate raider to get to sea. Constructed by the firm of William A. Miller & Sons of Liverpool supposedly for an Italian buyer, the ship was first known as the Otero. Patterned after a Royal Navy dispatch boat, the ship was lengthened to 191 feet to provide additional storage space and to allow for more rigging and sail area. Displacing some 700 tons and powered by a single screw, the ship could make 9.5 knots under steam and 12 under sail.

In January 1862 the U.S. consul at Liverpool uncovered information as to the ship’s true identity, but Bulloch got the ship to sea before the British government could undertake any action. The Otero sailed from Liverpool on March 22, 1862. At the same time, Bulloch sent out a cargo ship from Scotland with guns, ammunition, and provisions. In the Bahamas, Confederate Navy lieutenant John N. Maffitt took command and during August 9–16 oversaw the raider’s outfitting.

On August 17, 1862, Maffitt officially commissioned his ship the Florida. It was armed with two 7-inch and six 6-inch rifled guns and a 12-pounder howitzer. Unfortunately, much of the crew had contracted yellow fever. After a number of men died, Maffitt put into Cuba for medical assistance and engaged a pilot familiar with the Confederate port of Mobile. Following a desperate dash across the Caribbean, on September 4, with only a skeleton crew able to work the ship, the Florida passed through a hail of gunfire and three ships of the U.S. Navy blockading squadron to anchor in Mobile Bay.

On January 17, 1863, with repairs completed and with a full crew, the Florida passed through an even larger Union blockading squadron. Both passages were major embarrassments for the U.S. Navy. The Florida then cruised the North Atlantic, taking 22 merchantmen. The ship arrived at Brest, France, in August 1863 to undergo repairs. There Maffitt fell ill, as did his replacement, Commander J. N. Barney. In January 1864 Lieutenant Charles Morris assumed command, and the next month he took the Florida out on its second cruise, principally off South America, during which it took another 11 Union merchantmen.

On October 4, 1863, the Florida put in at Bahia, Brazil, to take on coal and undergo repairs. U.S. Navy commander Napoleon Collins’s screw sloop Wachusett was in the port, and Collins soon learned the raider’s identity. Having given reassurances to respect Brazilian neutrality and being confident that Collins would do the same, Morris allowed most of his crew ashore. Because the Confederate vessel was so much faster than the Wachusett, however, the American consul at Bahia urged Collins to attack the Florida in the harbor. Collins opposed this violation of international law but put it to vote among his officers, who approved.
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The captured Confederate commerce raider Florida and the U.S. Navy screw sloop Wachusett. A wood engraving from Harper’s Weekly, 1864. (Library of Congress)

Early on the morning of October 7, 1863, the Wachusett steamed toward the Florida and rammed it. The blow damaged but did not sink the raider. The Wachusett then opened fire. Lieutenant T. K. Porter, commanding in Morris’s absence, had only 70 men aboard, and none of his guns were loaded. He was soon forced to surrender. The Wachusett towed the Florida to sea, and a prize crew then sailed it to the United States. In two years of operations, the Florida had taken 33 Union merchant ships and caused an estimated $4.051 million in damages. The raider’s construction and cruises probably cost only $400,000.

The Florida was at Newport News, Virginia, when it was accidentally rammed by the army transport Alliance and sprang a leak. Nine days later on November 28, 1864, its pumps having mysteriously stopped working, the Florida sank at anchor. The Brazilian government had registered strong protests over the ship’s seizure, and Washington had agreed to return it to Brazilian control. The U.S. government subsequently apologized officially to Brazil and promised to punish those guilty of the violation of neutrality. Nonetheless, Collins won promotion to captain in 1866 and retired from the navy as a rear admiral in 1874.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Alabama, CSS; Commerce Raiding, Confederate; Shenandoah, CSS

Further Reading

Hearn, Chester G. Gray Raiders of the Sea: How Eight Confederate Warships Destroyed the Union’s High Seas Commerce. Camden, ME: International Marine Publishing, 1992.

Owsley, Frank L., Jr. The C.S.S. Florida: Her Building and Operations. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1987.

Shingleton, Royce. High Seas Confederate: The Life and Times of John Newland Maffitt. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1994.

_______________________

Florida, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit. Established on April 13, 1861, by order of general in chief Winfield Scott and headquartered in Pensacola, the Department of Florida encompassed all of Florida plus its contiguous islands. The first commander was Brevet Colonel Harvey Brown. On January 11, 1862, Key West, the Dry Tortugas, and the peninsular mainland from Apalachicola east to Cape Canaveral became part of the Department of Key West. Brigadier General Lewis G. Arnold succeeded Brown in command on February 22, 1862.

On March 15, 1862, the Department of Florida was subsumed by the Department of the South. However, on June 27, 1865, the Department of Florida was resurrected and became part of the Division of the Gulf, which was charged with carrying out Reconstruction policies. Major General John G. Foster commanded the reconstituted department, which was now headquartered in Tallahassee. The unit remained intact until August 6, 1866, at which time it was incorporated by the Department of the Gulf.
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Floyd, John Buchanan

Birth Date: June 1, 1806

Death Date: August 26, 1863

U.S. secretary of war and Confederate officer. John Buchanan Floyd was born at Smithfield, his family’s estate in Montgomery County, Virginia, on June 1, 1806. Upon graduation from South Carolina College in 1829, Floyd embarked on a career as a lawyer and planter. He later turned his attention to politics, winning election to the Virginia legislature in 1847. A strong supporter of states’ rights, Floyd was elected governor of Virginia the following year. He left office in 1852 but remained active in Democratic Party politics, and in 1857 President James Buchanan rewarded him with appointment as secretary of war.

Floyd’s tenure was marked by charges of corruption. The accusations against him included nepotism, misuse of Indian Trust bonds, and the transferal of 125,000 muskets to arsenals in the Southern states for use by secessionists. In the latter case, Floyd argued that he had moved the weapons to make room in Northern arsenals for new rifled muskets. A congressional inquiry failed to reach a verdict on his activities, although Northern congressman who chaired the investigation privately stated that he did not believe that Floyd had acted improperly.

In December 1860 when Major Robert Anderson withdrew Union troops at Charleston, South Carolina, from Fort Moultrie to Fort Sumter, Floyd ordered Anderson to reoccupy Fort Moultrie. Buchanan, however, upheld Anderson’s action, and the dispute caused Floyd to resign on December 29, 1860.

With the onset of the Civil War, on May 23, 1861, Floyd was commissioned a brigadier general in the Confederate Army. Assigned to command the Army of the Kanawha in western Virginia, he participated in General Robert E. Lee’s unsuccessful campaign to drive Union forces from the region. Confederate officials then ordered Floyd and his troops to reinforce General Albert Sidney Johnston’s army in the west.

By the time Floyd arrived, Union brigadier general Ulysses S. Grant had launched an offensive. Floyd and his force reached Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River on February 13, 1862, and by virtue of seniority Floyd assumed command there just as Grant’s advance units arrived. As more Union forces surrounded the fort, Floyd and his subordinates agreed that the garrison must fight its way out. Floyd placed Brigadier General Gideon Pillow in charge of the attack, and on the morning of February 15 Confederate forces drove back Grant’s right wing. But Pillow mishandled the escape attempt, and the Confederates were driven back into the fort, whereupon Floyd, Pillow, and the third-ranking Confederate officer, Brigadier General Simon Bolivar Buckner, concluded that the garrison could not escape and decided to surrender.

Believing that his action as secretary of war might result in him being charged with treason, Floyd passed the command to Pillow, placed his Virginians aboard two steamboats, and fled to Nashville. Pillow in turn passed command to Buckner and also escaped, leaving Buckner to surrender. When Floyd reached Nashville, Johnston placed him in command of the area. On the approach of Union troops there, Floyd fell back first to Chattanooga and then to Knoxville, where he learned that Confederate president Jefferson Davis had removed him from command on March 11 for his conduct at Fort Donelson.

The Virginia legislature appointed Floyd major general of state troops on May 17. After 15 months spent guarding railroads and saltworks in southwestern Virginia and harassing Unionists there, Floyd succumbed to illness and died at Abingdon, Virginia, on August 26, 1863.
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Fogg, George Gilman

Birth Date: May 26, 1813

Death Date: October 5, 1881

Attorney, journalist, diplomat, and senator. George Gilman Fogg was born on May 26, 1813, in Meredith Center, New Hampshire. He graduated from Dartmouth College in 1839. Fogg then studied law at Harvard, was admitted to the bar in 1842, and commenced a law practice near his hometown. Moving to Concord in 1846, he founded the Independent Democrat in 1847, serving as the paper’s editor until 1861. In 1846 he also sat in the state legislature and served as secretary of state (1846–1847). At first a Free-Soiler and then a Republican, Fogg used his paper to advance Republican candidates and as a mouthpiece with which to trumpet his opposition to the expansion of slavery. Fogg was a delegate to the 1860 Republican Convention, where he was a strong supporter of Abraham Lincoln.

After his inauguration, Lincoln rewarded Fogg’s loyalty by appointing him U.S. minister to Switzerland, a post he held until the autumn of 1865. Fogg’s tenure was quiet and uneventful. Unlike American diplomats in other European nations, Fogg did not have to contend with any significant pro-Confederate sympathies. Except for minor involvement in the late 1861 Trent Affair, Fogg was not involved in any wartime diplomacy.

When Fogg returned home in October 1865, he began editing the Independent Democrat once more before being named to complete an unfinished term in the U.S. Senate, a post he held from August 1866 until March 1867. He then concentrated on his journalistic career and was involved in various philanthropic organizations. Fogg died on October 5, 1881, in Concord, New Hampshire.
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Fogg, Isabella Morrison

Birth Date: 1823

Death Date: December 23, 1873

Volunteer nurse. Isabella Morrison Fogg was born in Calais, Maine, in 1823. In the spring of 1861, Fogg left her home in Calais to visit her son Hugh, who was with the 6th Maine Infantry in Washington, D.C. While there, she saw the need for hospital workers and volunteered for duty in the capital’s hospital through the Maine Camp and Hospital Association. After she rallied her hometown residents to conduct a letter-writing campaign, Maine’s governor appointed Colonel John Hathaway to manage the state’s Soldier’s Relief Agency, headquartered in Washington.

Learning that the wounded soldiers left behind on battlefields were in more dire need than those in Washington’s hospitals, Fogg and other volunteers persuaded Maine relief groups to allow the women to go into the field. Beginning in November 1862, Fogg traveled through the Maryland and West Virginia countryside searching abandoned buildings and tents for needy soldiers. She followed the Union army as it advanced toward Richmond, caring for Union wounded as well as Confederate soldiers who were wounded and taken prisoner. In addition to collecting food, clothing, and quilts from area residents, Fogg set up temporary stations where the wounded were fed during stops on the way to hospitals.

In 1863 Fogg joined the U.S. Sanitary Commission. When her son’s wounded leg required amputation, she went to Baltimore to care for him. She then returned to her duties and continued lobbying the Maine legislature for additional relief funds, which were allocated in the winter of 1864. The next year while serving aboard the Jacob Strader hospital boat on the Ohio River near Louisville, Kentucky, Fogg fell, permanently injuring her spine. Union officers, including Generals Ulysses S. Grant, Joshua Chamberlain, and George Meade, petitioned Congress to grant her a pension. In February 1866, Congress awarded her $8 per month, increasing it to $20 the next year. Fogg died on December 23, 1873, in Portland, Maine.
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Foote, Andrew Hull

Birth Date: September 12, 1806

Death Date: June 26, 1863

Union naval officer. Born in New Haven, Connecticut, on September 12, 1806, Andrew Hull Foote was the son of future U.S. representative, later senator, Samuel A. Foot. Andrew Foote (he departed from family tradition by adding the “e” to his name) briefly attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1822 but resigned to accept an appointment as an acting midshipman in the U.S. Navy on December 4.

Foote served first in the West Indies and then spent three years in the Pacific. His religious conversion in 1827, during another Caribbean cruise, led to a lifelong interest in furthering Christianity and in reform. He was promoted to lieutenant in May 1830. Following cruises in the Mediterranean and around the world (1837–1841), he spent three years ashore as the executive officer at the Philadelphia Naval Asylum. In 1843 he became the first lieutenant of the frigate Cumberland and succeeded in making it the first temperance ship in the U.S. Navy. Foote was undoubtedly the key advocate in the navy for the abolition of the spirit ration, which became reality in 1862.
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Flag officer Andrew H. Foote commanded the Union flotilla on western waters and, working closely with army counterpart Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant, led it in the important Union victories of forts Henry and Donelson on the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers in February 1862. (Library of Congress)

From 1849 to 1851, Foote commanded the brig Perry off the southwestern coast of Africa, protecting U.S. trade and cruising against the slave trade. In the process the Perry took two slavers. After his return to the United States, Foote published a book about his experiences, Africa and the American Flag (1854), that was a plea for enhanced American action against the slave trade and for support of the African colonization movement in Liberia. Foote was promoted to commander in December 1852.

After five years ashore, where he remained active in naval reform, including service on the 1855 efficiency board that cut deadwood from the navy, Foote returned to sea as commander of the sloop Portsmouth in the Asia Squadron. To avenge Chinese firing on U.S. vessels, in November 1856 he personally led a force ashore that destroyed four Chinese forts guarding the river approach to Canton.

On the outbreak of the Civil War, Foote commanded the Brooklyn Navy Yard. He was promoted to captain in June 1861. In August 1861 Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles sent Foote to command the Union flotilla in the West, replacing Captain John Rodgers who had run afoul of Major General John C. Frémont. Foote made minor changes only in the gunboats already contracted for and undergoing conversion. His chief accomplishments were to bring the warships to completion; oversee their equipping, manning, and training; and lead them in battle, tasks well suited to this capable naval administrator.

Foote got along well with his army counterpart, Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant. An aggressive commander, Foote pushed for the attack on Fort Henry on the Tennessee River. His flotilla took the leading role in the February 6 Union attack on Fort Henry and actually secured its surrender before Grant’s land forces arrived. Foote then sent Lieutenant Seth L. Phelps on a raid up the Tennessee River. In the subsequent Union attack on Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River, Foote’s ironclads were rebuffed, and he himself was slightly wounded, although Fort Donelson did fall to Grant’s land troops. Foote claimed afterward that he had been forced to fight at Fort Donelson before he was ready.

In many ways, Fort Donelson changed Foote. He became much more cautious, and working to strengthen his gunboats, he delayed their participation in attacks against New Madrid and Island No. 10. Foote now preferred to use 13-inch mortars mounted on his newly ready mortar boats to reduce the Confederate forts. To those who called for his ships to assault the Confederate positions, Foote pointed out the problems involved. These included substantial Confederate land batteries and the risk of losing ships in the flotilla, for unlike at Forts Donelson and Henry, disabled Union gunboats would drift downriver under Confederate guns.

Finally, following repeated appeals from Union major general John Pope, Foote did send two ironclads past the Confederate forts to cut off Island No. 10 and operate in conjunction with Pope’s Army of the Mississippi. The Confederates then surrendered Island No. 10.

Foote and Union troops then moved farther down the Mississippi to Fort Pillow. By now Foote was virtually immobile, his leg wound having failed to heal. He was also mentally exhausted, worn out by his exertions. On May 9 Captain Charles H. Davis took over the flotilla, and Foote went on a leave of absence, although he remained in nominal command of the squadron until June.

In July 1862 Foote returned to active duty to head the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting in Washington. One of the first Union naval officers promoted to the new rank of rear admiral (on July 16, 1862), Foote was unhappy ashore. He did not seek the position, but when Welles relieved Rear Admiral Samuel Du Pont as commander of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Foote agreed to take that post. He was preparing to go to Charleston, with Rear Admiral John Dahlgren as his second-in-command, when he was suddenly struck down by Bright’s disease. After a short illness, Foote died in New York City on June 26, 1863. Much respected and even beloved by his men, Foote was a capable administrator and a brave and tenacious commander.
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Foote, Henry Stuart

Birth Date: February 28, 1804

Death Date: May 20, 1880

U.S. senator, governor of Mississippi, and Confederate congressman. Henry Stuart Foote was born in Fauquier County, Virginia, on February 28, 1804. Schooled by tutors, he briefly attended Washington College (now Washington and Lee University) and studied law in a private office in Warrenton, Virginia. Admitted to the bar in 1823, two years later he relocated to Tuscumbia, Alabama, where he started a newspaper and became active in politics.

Foote subsequently moved to Mississippi, settling first in Vicksburg and then in Jackson, where he built up one of the state’s most lucrative law practices. In 1847 the Mississippi legislature sent Foote to the U.S. Senate as a reward for his loyal service to the Democratic Party. As a senator, Foote was a staunch unionist and actively supported the passage of the Compromise of 1850. He eventually organized the Union Democratic Party in Mississippi and entered the state’s 1851 gubernatorial race as the new party’s candidate. He defeated fellow senator and future Confederate president Jefferson Davis by a narrow margin. Foote served as governor from 1852 until 1854, when he resigned and moved to California, where he mounted an unsuccessful campaign for the U.S. Senate.

Still urging support for the Union, Foote returned to Mississippi for a time during the late 1850s and then relocated to Nashville, Tennessee. He hesitantly backed secession once it became inevitable and in 1861 won a seat in the Confederate Congress representing Tennessee’s Fifth Congressional District. Having never gotten along well with Davis, Foote was highly critical of the Confederate president. As a Confederate congressman, Foote opposed nearly every war measure, including conscription and the suspension of habeas corpus, and in 1865 he sought a meeting with President Abraham Lincoln in which Foote planned to discuss a peace settlement.

After the war, Foote relocated briefly to Canada but eventually returned to Nashville and wrote numerous books and articles on antebellum politics, many of which were highly critical of Davis. Foote also retained a law office in Washington, D.C., and in 1876 supported Republican presidential nominee Rutherford B. Hayes. Two years later Foote secured an appointment as superintendent of the U.S. Mint in New Orleans, a position he held at the time of his death there on May 20, 1880.
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Foraging

Wartime practice of armies or individual soldiers seizing civilian property, chiefly crops and livestock, for military use. Federal officials accelerated the practice of foraging during the last year of the Civil War by authorizing the massive devastation of Southern civilian property.

In the first years of the war, both the Union and Confederate governments largely disavowed any intention of plundering civilian populations. On July 7, 1862, Major General George B. McClellan, general in chief of the Union Army, declared that the war “should be conducted upon the highest principles known to Christian Civilization…. It should not be, at all, a war upon population.” Confederate officials, including President Jefferson Davis and General Robert E. Lee, agreed with this precept. Both armies were to rely largely on their own systems of supply. Foraging was allowed under certain conditions, on a limited basis. McClellan did, however, permit the use of Union foraging parties while conducting the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), and Lee allowed his soldiers to forage during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) and the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863).

Not surprisingly, individual soldiers on both sides sometimes ignored their governments’ foraging rules, particularly as the war wore on. Hungry soldiers, especially when campaigning among hostile populations, were not averse to liberating certain items from civilians, no matter the official policy. They picked fruit from trees, stole livestock, and plundered food stores in cellars and smokehouses. Confederate cavalrymen had a particularly poor reputation in this regard, even among their own people. Both Confederate and Union soldiers had no scruples about raiding enemy depots or pilfering needed supplies from dead enemy soldiers on the battlefield.

In 1864, the official Union position toward foraging shifted. President Abraham Lincoln, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, Major General William T. Sherman, and Major General Philip H. Sheridan adopted a new view that it was acceptable under the rules of war to punish Southern civilians for supporting the rebellion by plundering them during military campaigns. Not only did this new policy ease logistical problems for the Union armies, but it also brought home to Southern civilians the horrors of war as nothing else could. This new policy was officially announced on April 30, 1864, in a memo from the U.S. Adjutant General’s Office to all senior military commanders. The policy found expression during Grant’s unremitting campaign against Lee in Virginia, Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865), and Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Sherman’s forces in particular lived off the land, earning an unsavory reputation. Foraging was efficacious in that it hastened the collapse of the Confederacy and the end of the war. But Confederates such as Lieutenant General Wade Hampton and even some Unionists denounced it as a barbarous offense “against humanity and the rules of war.”
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Forbes, Edwin

Birth Date: 1839

Death Date: March 6, 1895

American artist best known for his depictions of Civil War battles. Edwin Forbes was born in New York City in 1839. Becoming interested in art at a young age, he enrolled at the National Academy of Design in New York City in 1857. There he studied painting under the tutelage of Arthur F. Tait. Tait was best known for his drawings for the celebrated printmaker Currier & Ives. In 1861 Forbes joined Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper as an artist, and in early 1862 he was sent into the field to draw battles and other scenes of public interest. He did many sketches during Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and also provided art for stories on the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the Chancellorsville Campaign (April–May 1863), the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), and Confederate lieutenant Jubal A. Early’s raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21, 1864), among other wartime engagements. Early’s raid was the last of Forbes’s work in the field.
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Edwin Forbes was a prominent 19th-century American artist. Best known for his depictions of Civil War battles, this is his painting of an action during the July 1–3, 1863 Battle of Gettysburg. (Library of Congress)

When Forbes was not drawing battles, he busied himself with depictions of life in camp and the more mundane activities of war. These drawings perhaps made him more famous than his battle pictures, for Forbes had a knack for capturing the feelings and emotions of a particular moment in time. Many of these nonbattle drawings were made famous in 1876, when he published Life Studies of the Great Army. Forbes was fascinated by horses, and many of his later drawings focused on cavalry, artillery, and draft horses.

After 1864, Forbes set up a studio in Brooklyn, New York, where he also took up residence. He spent many years fine-tuning and reworking his Civil War art and became acclaimed for it. His Life Studies portfolio earned him an award at the 1876 Centennial Exposition. In 1890 he published Thirty Years After: An Artist’s Story of the Great War, which won much acclaim. Included in this were his memoirs from the war. Forbes died in Brooklyn, New York, on March 6, 1895.
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Force, Manning Ferguson

Birth Date: December 17, 1824

Death Date: May 8, 1899

Union officer. Manning Ferguson Force was born on December 17, 1824, in Washington, D.C. He graduated from Harvard College in 1845. In 1848 he earned a degree from Harvard Law School, and in 1850 he relocated to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he became a prosperous attorney. In 1861 he joined the 20th Ohio Infantry Regiment at the rank of major and saw action at the Battles of Fort Henry (February 6, 1862), Fort Donleson (February 13–16, 1862), and Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Force was advanced to lieutenant colonel on September 11, 1861, and to colonel on May 23, 1862.

Force next saw significant duty during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) while commanding a brigade in XVII Corps during much of the campaign. His service here earned him a promotion to brigadier general of volunteers on August 11, 1863. Force remained with XVII Corps during much of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) as part of Brigadier General Mortimer D. Leggett’s division. On July 22, 1864, during the Battle of Atlanta, Force was severely wounded. (In 1892 he received the Medal of Honor for his actions in that desperate battle.) His wounds left his face permanently disfigured, and he was unable to return to active service until October 1864.

Force remained with the Army of the Tennessee and accompanied it during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and the March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). During the latter campaign, Force commanded the 1st Division in XVII Corps. Brevetted major general of volunteers, he mustered out in January 1866.

Force returned to Cincinnati and served as an elected state judge (1866–1867). He later became a superior court judge. In 1881 he published a well-received war memoir titled From Fort Henry to Corinth. In the 1890s he became superintendent of the Ohio Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home, a post he held until his death on May 8, 1899, in Cincinnati.
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Ford, Antonia

See Willard, Antonia Ford

Ford’s Theatre

Theatrical venue located in Washington, D.C., where President Abraham Lincoln was assassinated. Located on 10th Street, the structure had originally housed a Baptist church, which relocated in 1855. Six years later, John Thompson Ford bought the building and announced his plans to convert it into a playhouse. Some Washingtonians did not favor tuning a former house of worship into a theater, and some even feared a bad omen for the site. Indeed, just nine months after its first curtain call, the theater was gutted by fire. Ford decided to rebuild, planning a larger and more elaborate theater. Ford’s Theatre reopened on August 27, 1863, boasting a capacity of 1,700 floor seats, VIP boxes on either side of the stage, an orchestra pit, and balconies. Ford’s Theatre instantly became one of Washington’s premier entertainment venues.

After the reopening, President Lincoln saw eight plays at Ford’s Theatre; his wife, Mary Todd, attended several more. In November 1863 Lincoln saw The Marble Heart, starring his future assassin John Wilkes Booth. On the evening that he was shot, the president was viewing the farcical comedy Our American Cousin, which he reportedly enjoyed considerably. In the presidential box to the right of the stage with Lincoln were his wife and two others. Booth stole into the box while the play was still in progress, shot Lincoln in the back of the head, leapt down to the stage, and fled. Lincoln died of his wound the following day.
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President Abraham Lincoln’s box at Ford’s Theater in Washington, D.C., April 1865. (Library of Congress)

After Lincoln’s death, the federal government purchased the theater and used it for a variety of things. Part of it collapsed in 1893 while it was being used by the War Department, leading to the deaths of 22 workers. Some claimed that the spot was cursed. The building largely languished after that and was used chiefly as a storage facility. In the early 1960s, a drive to rehabilitate the building and to employ it as a theater gained momentum, and in 1968 Ford’s Theatre reopened as a theater for the first time since the 1860s. It continues as an active venue for shows and concerts.
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Foreign-Born Soldiers

A large number of immigrant soldiers served in the Union Army and the Confederate Army during the Civil War. The U.S. census of 1860 recorded 13 percent of the population as foreign-born. More than 85 percent of the immigrants lived in the North, and most, in both North and South, lived in cities or large towns. Between 1861 and 1865, more than 450,000 foreign-born soldiers rallied to the Union colors, accounting for nearly 25 percent of Union Army strength. Many nationalities contributed to this total, but the largest groups were the Germans and Irish, with 185,000 and 144,000, respectively. The number of foreign-born troops was naturally much smaller in the Confederacy, where there were far fewer immigrants and large cities, but they still made up roughly 9 percent of the Confederate Army, with the Irish as the largest single contingent.

The majority of foreign-born soldiers served alongside native-born Americans in mixed regiments. A minority of foreign-born troops banded together into regiments dominated by a particular ethnicity, however. Perhaps the most famous of these units, the Union’s Irish Brigade, marched under a green banner emblazoned with a harp. German units drank beer and communicated orders in their native tongue until mid-1862, when the former aroused jealousy in other units and the latter created too much confusion. Less numerous newcomers also formed ethnic units, such as the Norwegian 15th Wisconsin Regiment and the smaller Italian Garibaldi Guards and French Lafayette Guards in New York.

Men in these ethnic units expected their commanders to share their nationality. This provided President Abraham Lincoln with a significant opportunity to build political bridges to important constituencies, an opportunity of which Jefferson Davis rarely availed himself. Indeed, dozens of foreigners became general officers. Although there were numerous ethnic units in the Confederate Army, they tended to be at the smaller company-size level. Understandably, there were far fewer foreign-born general officers in the Confederate Army.

Foreign-born troops in both armies volunteered early in the war for a variety of reasons. Many wanted to demonstrate their loyalty to their adopted country. Others, particularly the Irish, found the possibility of a steady paycheck alluring. Yet others saw the war as a continuation of a revolutionary struggle in which they had previously participated in Europe. German soldiers who left their own lands after the failed revolutions of 1848, Irish nationalists who dreamed of overthrowing the yoke of British imperial domination, and Italians in the midst of wars of unification all fought for global ideals. A much smaller number of individuals left Europe, such as 500 from Denmark, specifically to fight against the forces of slavery.

In both armies, foreign-born troops faced hostility, discrimination, and suspicion. Native-born Confederates were suspicious of their German comrades because of their well-documented antislavery positions and opposition to secession, while native-born Union soldiers believed that they could not trust their German comrades after the disastrous showing of XI Corps at Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). In both the North and the South, immigrants rejected the draft and circumvented it if possible. Indeed, a number of immigrants in New York City, particularly the Irish, were involved in the draft riots there in July 1863. By 1863, in fact, volunteer numbers, especially among the Irish, dropped markedly. By 1864, many of the famed ethnic units were shells of their former selves.
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Forney, John Horace

Birth Date: August 12, 1829

Death Date: September 13, 1902

Confederate officer. John Horace Forney was born on August 12, 1829, in Lincolnton, North Carolina, but moved to Alabama as a young boy. His brother, William Henry Forney, also became a Confederate general. Educated by private tutors, John Forney graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852 and served in the West. He was also assigned to recruiting duties for a time before teaching tactics at West Point and being promoted to first lieutenant. Forney resigned his commission in January 1861 and became colonel of an Alabama state artillery unit.

In March, Forney resigned his state commission and became a captain in the Confederate Army. He subsequently recruited and organized the 10th Alabama Infantry Regiment and became its colonel on June 4, 1861. A stern disciplinarian, he drilled his men relentlessly, which did not sit well with most of his volunteers. His regiment was sent north to Virginia to fight, and during the Battle of Dranesville (December 20, 1861), Forney was badly wounded in the arm.

Promoted to brigadier general on March 10, 1862, Forney was dispatched to Mobile, Alabama; he took command of the District of the Gulf on July 2, 1862. Advanced to major general on October 27, that December he was assigned to Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton’s command at Vicksburg. There Forney commanded a division during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and was taken prisoner when Pemberton surrendered the city.

On July 13, Forney was exchanged and took a brief leave to visit his family. From November 1863 to July 1864, he supervised prisoner exchanges and paroles in Mississippi before assuming command of a division in General Edmund Kirby Smith’s Trans-Mississippi army. In March 1865 Forney assumed command of the District of Texas, where he remained until war’s end.

After the war, Forney ran a military school in Jacksonville, Alabama. He also worked as a surveyor and engineer. Forney died on September 13, 1902, in Jacksonville, Alabama.
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Forney, William Henry

Birth Date: November 9, 1823

Death Date: January 16, 1894

Confederate officer. William Henry Forney was born on November 9, 1823, in Lincolnton, North Carolina. His younger brother was future Confederate general John H. Forney. William Forney moved to Alabama as a youth, graduated from the University of Alabama in 1844, and began studying law before serving in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a lieutenant. In 1848 at the conclusion of that war, he moved to Jacksonville, Alabama, where he was admitted to the bar and established a successful practice. During 1859–1860, he sat in the Alabama House of Representatives.

In 1861 Forney entered Confederate service as a captain in the 10th Alabama Infantry Regiment. He first saw combat at the Battle of Dranesville (December 20, 1861), where he was wounded. A lieutenant colonel by early 1862, he next saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) but was wounded at Williamsburg (May 5). Taken prisoner soon thereafter, he was exchanged in September.

Advanced to colonel later that autumn, Forney commanded the 10th Alabama in the Army of Northern Virginia at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He next saw major action during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where he performed heroically. On the second day of combat as he led his men on a counterattack that scattered the Federals, he was wounded in the chest and arm but continued to fight. He sustained a third—and grave—wound in the other arm but still refused to leave the battlefield. Only a fourth wound to the foot, which rendered him unable to walk, forced him onto the sidelines. Captured, Forney spent nearly a year in Union prisoner-of-war camps.

Exchanged, Forney returned to lead the 10th Alabama on crutches. During the early stages of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), he also periodically commanded a brigade. Late in 1864 he was given a permanent brigade command and was advanced to brigadier general on February 15, 1865. He surrendered at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865.

Postbellum, Forney returned to his law practice, was an Alabama state senator (1865–1866), and sat in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat (1875–1893). Forney died on January 16, 1894, in Jacksonville, Alabama.
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Forrest, French

Birth Date: 1796

Death Date: December 22, 1866

Confederate naval officer. Born in St. Mary’s City, Maryland, in 1796, French Forrest secured a warrant as a midshipman in the U.S. Navy on June 9, 1811. During the War of 1812 he took part in the action between the U.S. Navy brig Hornet and the Royal Navy brig Peacock on February 24, 1813, and also took part in the Battle of Lake Erie (September 10, 1813). Forrest was promoted to lieutenant on March 5, 1817; to commander on February 9, 1837; and to captain on March 30, 1844.

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Captain Forrest commanded the frigate Cumberland. He had charge of the 253-man landing force that captured Tabasco in October 1846. Forrest then took command of the frigate Raritan. He participated in the amphibious operation against Veracruz in March 1847 and in operations against Tuxpan in April 1847.

Said to have been completely fearless in battle, Forrest had little opportunity to demonstrate this quality during the Civil War. When Virginia seceded, Forrest resigned his commission on April 19, 1861, to become the first and only flag officer of the Provisional Navy of Virginia and assumed command of the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard. He then joined the Confederate Navy and received a captain’s commission on June 10 as the third-ranking officer. Forrest remained in command of the Norfolk Navy Yard from April 22, 1861, to May 15, 1862. Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory ordered Forrest to raise the scuttled U.S. steam frigate Merrimack and rebuild it as the ironclad Virginia. Forrest had expected to command the ironclad when it was completed, but that assignment went to Captain Franklin Buchanan. Mallory replaced Forrest at Norfolk several months after the epic clash between USS Monitor and CSS Virginia because he believed that Forrest had been slow to repair the Virginia. Forrest then headed the Confederate Navy Office of Orders and Details (the senior navy bureau that dealt with personnel matters) until March 1863.

Forrest twice commanded the James River Squadron: during July 10, 1861–February 27, 1862, when he was succeeded by Captain Buchanan, and during March 24, 1863–May 6, 1864, when he was succeeded by Captain John K. Mitchell. The squadron did not engage in any significant action during Forrest’s tenure. Forrest then became acting assistant secretary of the navy. Forrest died shortly after the war in Georgetown, District of Columbia, on December 22, 1866.
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Forrest, Nathan Bedford

Birth Date: July 13, 1821

Death Date: October 29, 1877

Confederate officer. Nathan Bedford Forrest was born on July 13, 1821, in Bedford County, Tennessee, 1 of 11 children of an impoverished backwoods family. In 1834 Forrest’s father, William Forrest, moved the family to northeastern Mississippi. Three years later William Forrest died, with responsibility for the family falling on Bedford, as he was known, the eldest son.
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A controversial figure but an extraordinarily able cavalry commander, Nathan Bedford Forrest rose from private to lieutenant general in the Confederate Army. During the war he sustained four serious wounds, personally killed dozens of men in close fighting, and had several dozen horses shot beneath him. (Library of Congress)

By sheer hard work and his own abilities, Forrest by 1840 had turned the ramshackle family homestead into a flourishing farm that finally enabled his family to live with a degree of financial security. He expanded his business dealings from agricultural production to speculation in cattle and horses. As his interests broadened, his income increased.

In 1851, confident in his business ability and hoping to become involved in the cotton industry and the slave trade, Forrest moved his family to Memphis, Tennessee, where he ventured into the slave trade and real estate. By 1859, he had built up such substantial wealth that he retired from business dealings to look after his numerous landholdings.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Forrest joined the 7th Tennessee Cavalry Regiment on June 14, 1861. He entered service as a private but rose quickly through the ranks. Commissioned a lieutenant colonel in August, he commanded a battalion by October. Although he entered the war without any military training and no formal education, he quickly proved his leadership abilities. Promoted to colonel in April 1862, he was advanced to brigadier general that July, to major general in December 1863, and to lieutenant general in February 1865.

As he had done in so many other endeavors of life, Forrest made a name for himself on the battlefield through his tenacity, intelligence, and sheer fearlessness. His men admired him because he would not place them in a situation in which he himself was not willing to go.

Forrest fought in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), where he refused to surrender and led a daring escape by his men. He then distinguished himself in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was wounded covering the Confederate retreat. On his recovery, Forrest took command of a cavalry brigade under General Braxton Bragg and was given the chance to develop the raiding tactics that he then applied so successfully.

Beginning in July 1862, Forrest led independent cavalry operations in Tennessee and later in northern Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, and Mississippi, in the process destroying Union supply depots and lines of communication. From December 31, 1862, to January 2, 1863, Forrest’s raid in western Tennessee wrought havoc on Union major general Ulysses S. Grant’s only rail supply line for forces engaged in an advance on Vicksburg. On December 31, 1862, Forrest battled two Union brigades at Parker’s Cross Roads, Tennessee, but managed to escape. In April 1863, Forrest captured an entire Union cavalry brigade near Rome, Georgia. In the Battle of Chickamaugua (September 19–20, 1863), Forrest commanded the right flank of Bragg’s army, but Bragg’s performance led Forrest to secure a transfer and raise a new command.

Forrest did not shrink from the threat of bloodshed in order to secure the surrender of entire Union commands. He was easily the most feared Confederate cavalry commander among Union troops. In early 1864 he led a raid into Tennessee and Kentucky that carried his force to the Ohio River. Forrest was a controversial commander, and the Northern press vilified him for the murder of Union African American soldiers following his capture of Fort Pillow, Tennessee, on April 12, 1864. While usually outstanding as an independent operator, Forrest often had difficulty cooperating with other field commanders, as demonstrated in his subpar performance at Tupelo, Mississippi, in July. He also frequently quarreled with superiors, sometimes to the detriment of the cause he served.

Forrest was also skilled in conventional warfare, as he amply demonstrated in the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads (June 10, 1864) in Mississippi. During October 19–November 9, 1864, Forrest led his men on a daring raid against Johnsonville, Tennessee, a move designed to lessen the pressure on Confederate forces in the region. Forrest’s raid included the commandeering of two Union steamers on the Tennessee River, with which he moved a portion of his force downriver with considerable speed. Outsmarting his Union opposition, Forrest’s men attacked Union positions at Johnsonville. The raid resulted in Union losses of 75,000 tons of supplies, 33 guns, 4 gunboats, 14 steamers, and 17 barges. More than 150 Union soldiers were taken prisoner.

At the end of 1864, Forrest commanded the cavalry with decidedly mixed results in General John B. Hood’s invasion of Tennessee, covering the retreat of the army following its defeat in the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864). During the final stages of the war, Forrest’s command was overwhelmed by superior Union cavalry under Brigadier General James H. Wilson in a series of engagements in Alabama, culminating in the Battle of Selma (April 2, 1865). Forrest was a brilliant strategist and battlefield tactician, and his favorite battlefield maxim was “get there first with the most.” Having had more than two dozen mounts shot from beneath him, having personally killed many men in close-quarters fighting, and having suffered four serious wounds, Forrest was among the last Confederate generals to surrender in May 1865.

With the end of the war, Forrest returned to Memphis. He had expended most of his personal fortune purchasing weapons and supplies for his men. He attempted to rebuild his wealth in farming and business, including a period as president of the Selma, Marion & Memphis Railroad. Forrest was also one of the founders of the Ku Klux Klan that terrorized African Americans in the South, and indeed he served as its grand wizard. Forrest died in Memphis from an intestinal ailment on October 29, 1877.
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Forrest’s First Tennessee Raid

Event Date: July 1862

Confederate cavalry raid into middle Tennessee. Confederate colonel Nathan Bedford Forrest’s capture of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, and its entire Union garrison on July 13, 1862, was perhaps the most brilliant episode of his military career. This operation in central Tennessee was part of a wider Confederate plan developed by Generals P. G. T. Beauregard and Braxton Bragg following the Confederate defeat in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Bragg was to advance from the area of Chattanooga into middle Tennessee, then invade Kentucky in conjunction with another Confederate army under Major General Edmund Kirby Smith.

Forrest, who had been severely wounded on April 8, was again fit for duty in early June. On June 11 he received orders to proceed to Chattanooga and organize a cavalry brigade to operate in central Tennessee. Arriving in Chattanooga on June 19, Forrest immediately began assembling and outfitting the brigade, which was centered on the 8th Texas Cavalry Regiment and also included the 2nd Georgia Regiment, the 2nd Georgia Battalion, and 100 Kentuckians. By July 6, the brigade was ready for action.

Learning that the Union 9th Michigan and 3rd Minnesota Infantry Regiments, part of the 7th Pennsylvania Cavalry Regiment, and four guns were at Murfreesboro, Forrest decided to proceed there and attempt to capture them. On July 9 his men crossed the Tennessee River. Proceeding by two separate routes, they reassembled at McMinnville 40 miles from Murfreesboro on July 11. There Forrest received four additional companies, bringing his total strength up to some 1,500 men.

At noon on July 12, Forrest left McMinnville. Before daybreak on July 13, his command arrived at the strategically important Murfreesboro, held by 1,040 Union soldiers. Unfortunately for the Union defenders, the two infantry regiments were encamped 1.5 miles apart. Informed of the Union dispositions, Forrest split his command into three sections. The section under his personal leadership advanced into the center of the town and surrounded the hotel where the new Union commander, Brigadier General Thomas T. Crittenden, was known to be staying, promptly taking him prisoner along with his predecessor Acting Brigadier General William W. Duffield. Forrest then succeeded in convincing the commander of the 9th Michigan, Lieutenant Colonel John G. Parkhurst, that the rest of the garrison had been taken and that no quarter would be given should he not surrender immediately. Parkhurst put the matter to a vote, and his officers decided unanimously to surrender. Forrest then turned his attention to the 3rd Minnesota, commanded by Colonel Henry Lester, with four artillery pieces, sending in the same demand. Provided proof that the other regiment had surrendered, Lester followed suit. Union casualties totaled 19–20 killed and 120 wounded, while Forrest lost about 25 killed and 100 wounded.

In addition to some 1,100–1,200 prisoners and the captured artillery, Forrest secured 50–60 wagons, 300 mules, 150–200 horses, and some $500,000 in supplies. At Murfreesboro he burned another $200,000 worth of supplies and also destroyed the railroad depot. Owing to the large number of prisoners, Forrest then withdrew to McMinnville. His brilliant success at Murfreesboro spread panic among Union garrisons in the upper South and diverted Union efforts from a drive on Chattanooga, enabling Bragg to carry out his invasion of Kentucky. For this success, Forrest was promoted to brigadier general on July 21.
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Forrest’s Kentucky Raid

Start Date: November 24, 1861

End Date: December 25, 1861

Confederate cavalry commander Nathan Bedford Forrest’s first raid. By early October 1861, Lieutenant Colonel Forrest had recruited at Memphis a battalion of eight companies of mounted volunteers. Ready for service by the end of the month, the unit was ordered first to Dover on the Cumberland River and then on to Hopkinsville, Kentucky, where it was assigned to operate in the area between the Cumberland and Green Rivers. By the end of the month, Forrest had added 2 additional companies, bringing his command to 10 companies and about 790 men.

On November 24, district commander Brigadier General Charles Clark ordered Forrest to undertake a reconnaissance with some 300 men toward the Ohio River. Forrest advanced to Greenville, where he captured some arms and equipment collected there for Union forces. He and his men then spent the next weeks gathering horses, cattle, hogs, and supplies and sending them southward for the use of Confederate forces. While returning to Hopkinsville, Forrest’s men were followed by a squadron of some 400 Union cavalrymen for part of one day. Although Forrest turned and offered battle, the Union troopers showed no desire to close. Forrest arrived at Hopkinsville on December 24. Forrest’s first real combat occurred four days later, at Sacramento, Kentucky.
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Forrest’s Second Tennessee Raid

Start Date: December 11, 1862

End Date: January 3, 1863

Confederate cavalry raid in western Tennessee. On November 13, 1862, commander of the Union Army of the Tennessee Major General Ulysses S. Grant began his first campaign against Vicksburg, pushing south and driving back Confederate forces under Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton. The farther Grant moved south, however, the more vulnerable were his supply and communication lines. Acting on an appeal from Pemberton, on December 10 commander of the Confederate Army of Tennessee General Braxton Bragg ordered Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest to take command of a new cavalry brigade of largely untrained and indifferently armed recruits from Tennessee and Alabama and cut Union supply lines in western Tennessee, most notably the Mobile & Ohio Railroad running south from Columbus, Kentucky, to Jackson, Tennessee, and the Mississippi Central Railroad south of Jackson. With Grant receiving the bulk of his supplies by these rail lines, cutting them would effectively bring his operations to a halt and force his withdrawal from Mississippi. On December 11 Forrest departed Columbia, Tennessee, with some 2,100 men and seven guns. On December 15–16, the force crossed the Tennessee River into western Tennessee at Clifton on flatboats that Forrest had earlier ordered constructed and concealed nearby.

Informed of the crossing, on December 16 Union District of Jackson commander Brigadier General Jeremiah Sullivan dispatched Colonel Robert Ingersoll and 200 men from Jackson to Lexington, where Ingersoll secured 470 reinforcements. Most of the men, however, were without combat experience. Ingersoll’s scouts detected Forrest’s approach from the south on December 17.

In the ensuing sharp fighting of December 18, first at Beach Creek and then at Lexington, Forrest captured 147 men, including Ingersoll. The remainder of the Union force was scattered. Forrest also secured two artillery pieces, 70 horses, numerous small arms, and supplies.

Continuing on to Jackson the next day, Forrest found it too well defended, but his men tore up Mobile & Ohio Railroad track north of the town and Mississippi Central Railroad track south of it. On December 20 Sullivan, whose forces outnumbered those of Forrest 4 to 1, began a halfhearted pursuit of Forrest, who split his forces to take both Humboldt and Trenton. That same day, Forrest paroled the 1,200 Union troops captured thus far.

On December 23, Forrest captured Union City near the Tennessee-Kentucky line. His men also proceeded into Kentucky as far as 10 miles south of Columbus, destroying bridges and cutting Union supply lines to Mississippi. On December 25, Forrest proceeded southeast down the Northwestern Railroad, intending to terminate the raid and cross the Tennessee River, but it and other rivers were up, and Sullivan’s men had burned most of the bridges. Union gunboats were also active on the rivers, and Sullivan’s two brigades were closing in.

Forrest was forced to fight at Parker’s Cross Roads on December 31 but escaped to Lexington, 12 miles south, where he paroled 300 Federals taken prisoner at Parker’s Cross Roads. On January 1, 1863, while approaching the Tennessee River at Clifton, Forrest clashed with a Union cavalry regiment of Major General Grenville M. Dodge’s Corinth command. Forrest’s men reached Clifton at noon. The concealed flatboats were retrieved, and his entire command passed into middle Tennessee, with the horses swimming the river. The Union pursuit continued to January 3, but the raid had ended.

During the three-week raid, Forrest’s force, which numbered as many as 2,500 men, had torn up nearly 50 miles of railroad track, seized considerable quantities of military supplies, and inflicted some 2,000 casualties, 1,500 of them prisoners. Forrest’s entire loss was fewer than 500 men killed, wounded, and captured or missing. He also returned with six guns—one had burst in the Battle of Parker’s Cross Roads (December 21, 1862)—and with all of his men fully armed with captured Union weapons.

The raid was of great military significance, as it caused Union general in chief Major General Henry Halleck to order Grant not to proceed any farther south, in effect breaking off the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862). The raid also prevented reinforcement of Major General William S. Rosecrans’s Army of the Cumberland at Murfreesboro. Bragg called the raid “most brilliant and decisive.” The Confederate Congress voted Forrest and his men its thanks.
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Forsyth, James William

Birth Date: August 8, 1835

Death Date: October 24, 1906

Union officer. James William Forsyth was born at Maumee, Ohio, on August 8, 1835. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1856. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 9th Infantry Regiment, he served for the next five years in the Pacific Northwest. Promoted to first lieutenant in March 1861 and to captain in October 1861, he spent most of the Civil War in important staff assignments, first with Major General George McClellan and the Army of the Potomac, for whom Forsyth served as acting inspector general and provost marshal general during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), and the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862).

Forsyth then went west to become acting assistant adjutant general for Major General Phillip Sheridan and saw action at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), for which Forsyth was brevetted major. For the remainder of the war, he served as Sheridan’s chief of staff. Forsyth was a participant in the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865), and the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865). For his meritorious service, he was brevetted brigadier general in both the volunteer army and the regular army. Following the Civil War, Forsyth was elevated to the permanent rank of brigadier general of volunteers before mustering out in January 1866.

In the postwar army reorganization, Forsyth was commissioned a major in the new 10th Cavalry Regiment, one of the African American units recently authorized by Congress, but he rarely served with the regiment. Instead, he held numerous staff assignments, mostly with Sheridan, in the Department of the Gulf and the Department of the Missouri. In 1869 when Sheridan assumed command of the massive Division of the Missouri, Forsyth stayed on as aide-de-camp and later as military secretary, serving until 1878.

After more than 15 years in staff positions, Forsyth joined the 1st Cavalry Regiment in 1878 with a promotion to lieutenant colonel and was active in suppressing the Bannock-Paiute uprising in the Northwest that year. In 1886 he assumed command of the 7th Cavalry—the regiment ravaged a decade before at the Battle of the Little Big Horn. For three years, he devoted himself to developing the Cavalry and Light Artillery School at Fort Riley in Kansas.

On December 29, 1890, Forsyth earned unintentional infamy when the 7th Cavalry ignited a tragic battle while trying to disarm several hundred Lakota men, women, and children under Spotted Elk (Bigfoot). The confrontation at Wounded Knee near the Pine Ridge Agency left more than 150 Native Americans, including dozens of women and children, dead (although some estimates are much higher). Twenty-five troopers died, and 39 others were wounded. The regiment lost additional troops in an ambush while pursuing another band the following day. Outraged department commander Major General Nelson Miles blamed Forsyth for the disaster and relieved him from duty, only to be overruled by the secretary of war.

Forsyth went on to earn promotion to brigadier general in 1894 with command of the Department of California until his promotion to major general and retirement in 1897. He died in Columbus, Ohio, on October 24, 1906.
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Fort Anderson, North Carolina

Confederate earthen fort built atop the ruins of colonial-era Brunswick Town, North Carolina. Fort Anderson was located on the west bank of the Cape Fear River midway between Wilmington, North Carolina, and the Atlantic Ocean. The fort was of earthen design, chiefly sand mounds. Construction of Fort Anderson was assigned to Lieutenant Thomas W. Rowland on March 15, 1862. On May 11, 1862, Colonel William Lamb, commander of the fort, named it Fort St. Philip after the colonial-era Episcopal Church that had once stood near the site. On July 1, 1863, the redoubt was renamed Fort Anderson after Brigadier General George Burgwyn Anderson, a North Carolinian who died in action on October 16, 1862.

Union major general Jacob D. Cox’s 3rd Division captured Fort Anderson on February 19, 1865. The troops had crossed the Cape Fear River from Federal Point on February 16, then paused while Union naval assets bombarded the post. The battle for Fort Anderson began on February 17, when Union gunboats under Rear Admiral David D. Porter opened fire on the redoubt. The fort and the gunboats exchanged cannon fire throughout the day on February 17 and 18 as the Union soldiers positioned themselves for an attack.

The Confederates, commanded by Brigadier General Johnson Hagood, evacuated the fort before dawn on February 19, 1865, and withdrew to Town Creek. The Federals swiftly moved in, capturing approximately 50 Confederate soldiers and a garrison flag. At daybreak, not realizing that the fort had been taken, Porter renewed his naval bombardment. Soldiers scurried to the shore and waved flags to show that the fort had fallen. U.S. Army colonel Orlando Moore waved a large piece of white canvas, effectively signaling the surrender of the fort.
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Fort Bisland, Louisiana, Engagement at
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Fort Blakely, Alabama, Siege of

Start Date: April 2, 1865

End Date: April 9, 1865

Engagement of the 1865 Mobile Campaign. Fort Blakely was located northeast of Mobile, Alabama, on the east bank of the Appalachee River. In mid-March 1865, Union forces under Major General Edward R. S. Canby, supported by U.S. Navy units, moved against Mobile. Canby marched his XIII and XVI Corps, Army of the Gulf, down the eastern shore of Mobile Bay, forcing the Confederates into both Fort Blakely and Spanish Fort, opposite the bay from Mobile.

On April 1, Canby’s forces completed their encirclement of nearby Spanish Fort. Spanish Fort fell after a dramatic night assault on April 8, enabling Canby to concentrate his forces on Fort Blakely.

Fort Blakely had been a camp housing soldiers who were part of the force defending Mobile. However, when Union attacks on Forts Morgan and Gaines at Mobile Bay’s mouth in August 1864 triggered concerns of a direct threat to Mobile, Brigadier General St. John Richardson Liddell, commander at Blakely, fortified the encampment by constructing a nearly three-mile-long maze of interconnecting trenches with earthen breastworks supplemented by obstacles made from local materials. He also built nine log-reinforced earthen redoubts along the perimeter. Spaced some 600 yards apart, the redoubts contained the fort’s artillery. The Blakely River and two small Confederate ironclads, supported by artillery positions on river islands, protected the fort’s rear.

Formidable as they appeared, Fort Blakely and Spanish Fort were far less daunting than Mobile’s defensive belt to the south and west. Canby therefore chose to invest Mobile from the east. As he moved with his main force from the south, he ordered Major General Frederick Steele to bring some 13,000 men, including the 1st Division, U.S. Colored Troops, from the District of Pensacola to Fort Blakely.

After an overland march, Steele’s force seized Fort Blakely’s outposts on April 2, then immediately invested the fort. The marshy terrain complicated troop movements, and the fort’s defenders provided stout resistance, even raiding Steele’s trenches and artillery positions. However, Spanish Fort’s fall cleared the way for a full-scale Union attack on Fort Blakely. By then, the opposing trench lines were less than 600 yards apart, and when Canby arrived with his main force, he had available some 45,000 men, opposed by only 4,000 Confederates.

The Union bombardment began in the early afternoon on April 9. Troops went over the top at approximately 5:30 p.m., led by Brigadier General John P. Hawkins’s African American division. Blakely’s Redoubt No. 4 in the center of the line, the fort’s strongest, fell after 10 minutes of heavy fighting. With massive artillery support and overwhelming numerical superiority, the Union troops quickly breached the earthworks, forcing Liddell to surrender. The battle claimed 682 Union casualties; Confederate casualties are not known, but Liddell and some 3,200 of his men were taken prisoner. Those who escaped made their way to Mobile.

Fought just hours after General Robert E. Lee had surrendered at Appomattox Court House, the Battle of Fort Blakely was the last infantry assault of the war and closed the Union’s Mobile Campaign, which was the war’s last combined army-navy operation. Mobile surrendered on May 12.
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Fort Brooke, Florida, Engagements at

Event Dates: October 16, 1863, and December 25, 1863

Union naval actions at Fort Brooke in Tampa Bay. The crews of the U.S. Navy screw gunboats Tahoma (6 guns) and the side-wheeler Adela (6 guns) discovered blockade-runners in waters off Tampa Bay on October 14, 1863, and Lieutenant Commander Alexander A. Semmes sought to destroy them without letting the garrison of Fort Brooke know the true intent of their mission. On the morning of October 16 while the Tahoma fired on Fort Brooke, sailors from the Adela landed at Ballast Point. Led by Acting Master Thomas R. Harris, they marched 14 miles to the Hillsborough River and there burned two blockade-runners: the steamer Scottish Chief and the sloop Kate Dale. The Confederates destroyed another ship, the steamer A. B. Noyes, to prevent its capture. The escape of two crewmen from the blockade-runners alerted local Confederate forces of the Union mission, however, prompting a sharp engagement between the Union sailors and the 2nd Florida Infantry Battalion under Captain John Wescott. After a brisk inconclusive fight, the Union sailors returned to their boats. The Confederates suffered seven captured. Union losses were three killed, nine wounded, and four captured.

On December 25, 1863, the Tahoma, commanded by Lieutenant Commander David Harmony, returned to Tampa Bay and again bombarded Fort Brooke. At the same time, a small Union Navy schooner shelled the main channel’s shoreline. The Union ships then withdrew; there were no casualties on either side.
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Fort Darling
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Fort Delaware Prison, Delaware

Major Union prisoner-of-war camp. Fort Delaware was located at the mouth of the Delaware River on Pea Patch Island, just south of the current Delaware Memorial Bridge, on low-lying marshy ground that was subject to frequent flooding. First constructed during the American Revolutionary War to guard the river from British incursions, the camp was reopened in 1861 to defend Philadelphia and other points in the area from possible attack by Confederate warships. The fort mounted 40 guns but never fired a shot in anger.

In the summer of 1861, U.S. authorities found themselves with a large number of Confederate prisoners. Although there were plans to eventually parole the men, temporary holding facilities at Fort McHenry in Baltimore Harbor quickly became overcrowded, whereupon the government decided to house the overflow at Fort Delaware. The fort in some ways was an ideal prison site, being situated on a self-contained small island surrounded by a natural moat. Unfortunately, that same feature made it vulnerable to flooding, creating unsanitary miserable conditions for those housed there.

Initially, the island was a sort of tourist resort. Inhabitants of nearby Delaware City regularly mingled with the prisoners, who were regarded more as curiosities than inmates. Early in the war, many captives stayed at Fort Delaware for only short periods before being paroled. However, as the conflict dragged on and these prisoner exchanges became more infrequent, the number of prisoners quickly swelled. Fort Delaware also housed civilian Confederates who were being held as political prisoners or for espionage.

There were numerous escapes and attempted escapes, which Union officials never acknowledged. Security was tightened, and Fort Delaware took its place along with Elmira, Fort Douglas, and Andersonville Prisons as notorious symbols of Civil War–era brutality visited upon prisoners of war.

In 1863 and 1864 the number of prisoners at Fort Delaware Prison swelled as a consequence of Confederate defeats. By early 1864, Fort Delaware was housing as many as 12,000 prisoners. Brigadier General Albin Schoepf, a brutal man known as “General Terror” by the inmates, became commandant of the fort. In the spring of 1863 under his supervision, a barracks was built to ease overcrowding, capable of housing up to 5,000 prisoners. Within weeks, however, the barracks began to sink into the muddy ground and became dangerous and unstable. Yet Schoepf and his commissary general, Colonel William Hoffman, denied that there were any serious problems in the camp or that prisoners were ill-treated.

The Union surgeon general, however, alleged that the prison was dangerously overcrowded and susceptible to rampant outbreaks of communicable diseases. At the time, sick and well prisoners were forced to live together, and cooking facilities were insufficient. The low-lying site also made the discharge of waste and sewage problematic, adding to the already unsanitary conditions. Despite the surgeon general’s warnings, neither Schoepf nor Hoffman took any remedial action. As if on cue, a smallpox epidemic broke out on the island in October 1863, which caused many deaths. In all, there were an estimated 4,000 deaths at Fort Delaware from 1861 to 1865. Many prisoners were described as being emaciated, pale, stooped over, and suffering from scurvy.

The prisoners could not be forced to work and so passed time as best they could. Former barbers, for example, set up barbershops in the prison barracks, and there was a small commissary on the island where prisoners could purchase a newspaper. Fort Delaware continued to hold Confederate inmates until July 1865, when the last group was paroled.
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Fort Donelson, Battle of

Start Date: February 13, 1862

End Date: February 16, 1862

Important early Union victory in the western theater. Located on the west bank of the Cumberland River two miles north of Dover, Tennessee, Fort Donelson sat on a steep bluff overlooking a straight stretch of several miles of river. The fort was only about 15 acres in size, but its outer works embraced more than 100 acres. Four hundred log cabins within the fort served as barracks.

Donelson had two river batteries cut into the slope of the ridge facing downriver. The lower battery contained a 10-inch columbiad and nine 32-pounders. The upper battery consisted of a 10-inch columbiad rifled as a 32-pounder and two 32-pounder carronades. The fort itself had eight additional guns. On February 7, the day after the fall of nearby Fort Henry on the Tennessee River, Donelson’s garrison numbered only about 6,000 men, including two brigades of infantry from Fort Henry.

Following the fall of Fort Henry, Confederate western theater commander General Albert S. Johnston blundered. Although he decided to extract his garrisons in Kentucky, at the same time he reinforced Donelson with 12,000 men to hold Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant’s troops until he could withdraw most of his forces to Nashville. Johnston could easily have concentrated at Donelson some 30,000 men, outnumbering Grant there 2 to 1.

Johnston appointed Brigadier General John B. Floyd to command Fort Donelson. Floyd was at best incompetent; his second-in-command, Brigadier General Gideon J. Pillow, was both ambitious and incompetent. Brigadier General Simon Bolivar Buckner was the one capable senior Confederate general officer at Donelson.

Bad weather imposed a delay, but on February 12 Grant moved overland from Fort Henry to Fort Donelson. At the same time, Union flag officer Andrew H. Foote sailed with his gunboats and troop transports, arriving in the vicinity of Fort Donelson on the night of February 13. That day 15,000 unentrenched Union troops confronted 21,000 entrenched Confederates. Fortunately for Grant, however, Floyd made no effort to attack. In fact, Union troops initiated the little fighting that occurred.

Shortly after noon on February 13, despite Grant’s order not to bring on a general engagement, Brigadier General John A. McClernand ordered his men to capture a battery in the center of the Confederate line. Repeated Union assaults failed. Grant was displeased, but the action did serve to mask Union inferiority in numbers. That afternoon the weather changed dramatically from summerlike to winter conditions. Driving wind brought sleet and snow and suffering to both sides.

By February 14, the Confederates were completely invested except along the Cumberland River above Dover where the river had flooded the land. As Grant strengthened and extended his lines, the Confederate commanders decided to attempt a breakout. Floyd countermanded the order on the insistence of Pillow, who thought it too late in the day for an attempt.

Grant planned to hold the Confederates within the fort while the Union flotilla destroyed the water batteries. Shortly before 3:00 p.m. on February 14, Foote attacked with four ironclads. Two vulnerable timberclads formed a second division astern, beyond the range of Donelson’s guns.

The Union ships closed to within 400 yards. The plunging Confederate fire hit the sloping Union armor at right angles, and in the exchange of fire three of the four ironclads were disabled and drifted downstream. The other vessels then withdrew. In the 90-minute engagement, the flotilla sustained 11 men killed and 43 wounded (including Foote). Although none of the gunboats was fatally damaged, from this point on the navy contributed little to the battle. In contrast, the fort was little damaged in the Union attack.
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The Union naval attack on the water batteries of Fort Donelson, February 14, 1862. The timberclads Tyler and Conestoga are at the left, forming a second division behind the Union ironclads in the center. This lithograph appeared in Harper’s Weekly. (Library of Congress)

Union troop reinforcements continued to arrive. Before dawn on February 15, Grant left his headquarters to meet with Foote on the latter’s request. Before departing, Grant instructed his commanders not to initiate an engagement unless he ordered it. Grant assumed that he would be the one to begin any new fighting.

The Confederate commanders knew that their position was untenable, and on the night of February 14 they agreed to attempt to break out along the west bank of the Cumberland River. Pillow was to open an escape route by rolling up the Union right, while Buckner sortied and struck the center. When the Union right flank had been pushed back, Pillow would lead the retreat to Charlotte, with Buckner acting as the rear guard.

The Confederate attack at 6:00 a.m. on February 15 caught Union troops completely by surprise. In a hard-fought close action, the Confederates drove the Union troops back, although the latter withdrew in good order. Buckner then sent men forward. Union troops soon used up their ammunition and were forced to retreat.

With the road to Charlotte open, Pillow now threw away the chance to escape. Imagining that he was in position to defeat Grant, Pillow continued the attack. With the situation desperate, Union brigadier general Lew Wallace ordered his men forward, driving the Confederates back.

Grant now arrived on the scene and ordered the ground lost to be retaken. He also assumed that in order to break through, the Confederates must have weakened their lines elsewhere, and he ordered Brigadier General Charles F. Smith to mount an immediate attack on the Confederate right. Grant told an aide that the first side to attack would be victorious.

Smith attacked, and his men soon breached Donelson’s breastworks. Although Buckner finally halted the Union advance, he could not force the invaders out of the works, and the entire Confederate position was now in jeopardy. General Wallace’s division was also successful, retaking the ground lost earlier.

Additional Union infantry regiments reached the Donelson area by river transport that evening, bringing Union strength to 27,000 men. It was now no longer possible for the bulk of the Confederates to escape, and during the night of February 15–16 Generals Floyd, Pillow, and Buckner and other Confederate officers again met. With the situation hopeless and fearing charges of treason (Pillow had been a U.S. senator, and Floyd had been the secretary of war), Pillow and Floyd decided to escape across the Cumberland. Buckner announced that he would share the fate of the garrison and assumed command. Before departing, Floyd loaded his Virginia troops on riverboats and sent them across the Cumberland. Colonel Nathan Bedford Forrest also got away with some 500 men on horseback by fording the creek between the Union right flank and the river. In all, perhaps 5,000 Confederates escaped.

Early on February 16, Buckner asked for an armistice and surrender terms. On General Smith’s urging, Grant replied that “No terms except unconditional and immediate surrender can be accepted. I propose to move immediately upon your works.” Buckner had no choice but to capitulate.

Some 15,000 Confederates surrendered at Fort Donelson. Union troops also secured a considerable number of small arms, 57 light and heavy guns, and equipment and rations. Estimates of Confederate killed and wounded in the battle range from 1,500 to 3,500. Union losses were 2,832: 500 killed, 2108 wounded, and 221 captured or missing.

The fall of Fort Donelson led directly to the Union capture of Nashville, the first Confederate state capital taken. The loss of Donelson’s garrison also had an impact, perhaps decisively, on the subsequent Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Had the men lost at Donelson been available to fight at Shiloh, the outcome of that battle might well have been different.
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Fort Fisher Campaign

Start Date: December 13, 1864

End Date: January 15, 1865

Union offensive on the Carolina coast. At the end of 1864, Wilmington, North Carolina, was the last remaining major Confederate port open to blockade-runners and an important supply link for the Army of Northern Virginia. Both Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant and Union Navy leaders concurred on the need to close Wilmington. In December 1864, commander of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron Rear Admiral David D. Porter assembled the most powerful naval force to that point in U.S. history: 61 warships, including 5 ironclads, mounting a total of 635 guns. Grant provided two divisions of 6,500 men under Major General Benjamin Butler. The Union ships sailed from Hampton Roads on December 13.

Before the troops could move against Wilmington, they would first have to destroy Fort Fisher. This powerful Confederate works was situated on a narrow spit of land at the entrance to the Cape Fear River. Taking Fisher would mean the end of blockade-running out of Wilmington.
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The “Pulpit” Confederate position at Fort Fisher, North Carolina, following its capture by Union soldiers in January 1865. Photograph by Timothy H. O’Sullivan. (National Archives)

Fisher was fortified principally on the east facing the sea and on the south facing the river access. The side facing the sea extended nearly three-quarters of a mile, while the southern face was about a quarter mile in length. The Union plan called for Butler’s men to come ashore north of the fort. Porter’s ships would then bombard the fort, after which the troops would assault its northern face, supported by naval gunfire.

Confederate colonel William Lamb commanded Fort Fisher and its 1,900 men. The defenders were well protected in carefully laid-out earthworks with shell-proof chambers. They manned 45 heavy guns as well as numerous smaller pieces. The fort’s northern face was protected by a high palisade of logs, in front of which the Confederates had planted numerous land mines.

At 1:50 a.m. on December 24, 1864, Union naval volunteers positioned and blew up off Fort Fisher the former blockade-runner Louisiana, loaded with 150 tons of powder. Butler had proposed the attempt in the hope that it would damage the fort’s walls. The ship was not positioned as close to the fort as planned, and the blast had no effect.

At about noon on December 24, Porter’s ships began a bombardment of the Confederate works at the rate of some 115 shots a minute. The shelling inflicted little damage, and most casualties among the defenders were caused by the bursting of several of their rifled guns. Two of the ships were damaged in the exchange of fire.

Nonetheless, within about an hour and a half of bombardment, the fort’s guns had largely been silenced. The ships then maintained a continuing slow bombardment while awaiting Butler’s transports, which arrived too late for a landing that day. On Christmas Day, Porter resumed the bombardment at about 10:30 a.m., while 17 of his smaller warships covered and assisted with the unopposed landing of 2,000 of Butler’s troops. Meanwhile, Porter’s attempt to locate a channel through New Inlet in order to bring Fisher under fire from the Cape Fear River was unsuccessful.
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Late that afternoon, some of Butler’s men worked their way to within several hundred yards of the fort. They reported that the works were virtually undamaged from the bombardment. Following a brief demonstration but without attempting an assault, on December 27 Butler reembarked his men and sailed back to Fort Monroe.

Porter was furious at Butler’s unilateral action and demanded his removal from command. Grant agreed and replaced Butler with Brigadier General Alfred H. Terry, enjoining him to cooperate fully with Porter. Meanwhile, Porter periodically shelled Fort Fisher in an effort to prevent rebuilding.

The second Union assault on Fort Fisher, on January 13, 1865, was a textbook operation. Porter assembled 59 warships to support Terry’s 8,000 men in four divisions, who landed north of the fort. Terry deployed some of his men to build a strong defensive line across the upper neck of the peninsula in order to hold off some 6,000 Confederate troops in the Wilmington area under General Braxton Bragg and Major General Robert F. Hoke.

On January 14 as Terry’s troops prepared to assault Fort Fisher’s northern face, Porter’s ships again bombarded the fort’s seaward side. Porter concentrated his most powerful ships at close range against Confederate guns able to fire on the Union troops. These included the New Ironsides and the monitors Saugus, Canonicus, Monadnock, and Mahopac.

The bombardment lasted all day, with a few ships continuing to fire shells into the night before they departed. The shelling inflicted some 300 Confederate casualties, disabled some of the fort’s heavy guns, and opened breaches in the defenses, in addition to severing wires used to detonate land mines.

On the evening of January 14, Porter and Terry met aboard Porter’s flagship, the Malvern. They set the land assault for 3:00 p.m. on January 15. Porter agreed to land some 400 marines and 1,600 sailors for a simultaneous assault against the fort’s sea face to the north.

Shortly after 9:00 a.m. on January 15, the Union ships recommenced their bombardment. At about noon, landing detachments drawn from 35 ships went ashore just north of the fort. Commander K. P. Breese had overall command. The men were only lightly armed, the marines with rifles and bayonets and the sailors with pistols and cutlasses. The men then worked their way along the shore to the point where the northern and eastern faces of the fort met. The Union attack was to have been simultaneous, but the soldiers had to make their way through woods and were delayed.

The sailors and marines approached along an open beach. Halting at the salient and under heavy fire from the fort, they attempted to charge through gaps in the palisades affected by the naval gunfire. Confederate canister and rifle fire cut down many of the attackers. Only about 60 men broke through the palisade before the attack was halted and the marines and sailors withdrew in panic. About a fifth of the attackers were casualties.

The navy attack was not in vain, however. Assuming it to be the main Union effort, the defenders concentrated against it. Exploiting the opportunity, Terry pushed his men through the palisade and up the parapet on the northern face. Many men fell to Confederate artillery and rifle fire, but the survivors poured into the works. Meanwhile, the Union ships provided highly effective gunfire support.

Hand-to-hand fighting ensued, and the outcome remained in doubt until early evening, when Terry committed his reserves. At about 9:00 p.m. on January 15, the Confederates surrendered. The attackers had suffered some 1,000 killed or wounded. The defenders lost half that number, among them Colonel Lamb, severely wounded. Subsequently, three dozen Union sailors and marines received the Medal of Honor for the action.

Fort Fisher was the most heavily fortified position taken by amphibious assault during the war. With its capture, Union forces then took all the surrounding works and 139 guns. They then advanced up the Cape Fear River. Wilmington surrendered on February 23, 1865, starving Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia of essential supplies.
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Fort Gibson, Siege of

Event Date: September, 1864

Standoff between Confederate and Union forces in Indian Territory (Oklahoma). While not a formal military siege, Confederate forces attempted to regain control of Union-held Fort Gibson (near present-day Muskogee) by cutting Union supply lines to the post, thereby forcing its evacuation. While the brief campaign featured the most significant Confederate victory of the war in Indian Territory, it was ultimately unsuccessful.

On September 15, 1864, Confederate brigadier general Stand Watie’s Indian Brigade and Brigadier General Richard M. Gano’s Texas Brigade crossed the Arkansas River in a large-scale raid to sever Fort Gibson’s overland supply line from Fort Scott, Kansas. Watie’s command consisted of the 1st and 2nd Cherokee Regiments, the 1st and 2nd Creek Regiments, and a battalion of Seminoles, totaling some 800 men. Gano’s brigade included the 29th, 30th, and 31st Texas Cavalry Regiments as well as several attached companies and an artillery battery of six guns, totaling 1,200 men.

On September 16 the 2,000 Confederates surprised a 200-man Union haying party at Flat Rock Creek. Fifteen men from the two companies of the 2nd Kansas Cavalry managed to escape, while all but 4 soldiers from the 1st Kansas Colored Infantry were killed, including all those who had been wounded or captured.

Learning from their white captives that a 300-wagon Union supply train from Fort Scott was expected soon, Watie and Gano led their men to the federal outpost on Cabin Creek, where they intercepted the supply train. The desertion of the contracted civilian teamsters doomed the train to capture, and after a brief engagement with the garrison in which the Confederate artillery played an important role, the Confederates brought off more than 100 wagons full of badly needed supplies. The 600 Federals engaged at the Second Battle of Cabin Creek came from the 2nd and 3rd Indian Home Guard Regiments as well as the supply train escort from the 2nd, 6th, and 14th Kansas Cavalry Regiments.

The Confederates were able to elude a Union pursuit sent from Fort Gibson and moved their loot back across the Arkansas River. While Union forces at Fort Gibson did make preparations for evacuation, the plans were eventually abandoned, and the post remained under Union control until the end of the war. Thus, at a cost of 9 killed and 41 wounded during the raid, the Confederates killed more than 50 Union soldiers and captured more than 100 others while also securing or destroying large quantities of Union supplies and equipment.

The raid clearly demonstrated the close cooperation between white and Native American forces on both sides and the hatred that Confederates harbored toward African Americans in Union uniforms. The raid also revealed the depth of the Union’s material superiority, as even with the captured supplies, the Confederates had difficulty sustaining themselves over the winter, while the Union forces easily replaced their losses.
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Fort Gregg, Battle of

Event Date: April 2, 1865

Engagement during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Beginning at 4:40 a.m. on April 2, 1865, Union major general Horatio G. Wright’s VI Corps, Army of the Potomac, launched a massive assault on the Boydton Plank Road line held by Confederate troops under Lieutenant General A. P. Hill. Within 20 minutes, the Union troops had achieved a decisive breakthrough. Wright then turned VI Corps left, to the south, and Major General John Gibbon’s XXIV Corps, Army of the James, exploited the breakthrough. Crossing Boydton Plank Road, XXIV Corps turned north toward Petersburg.

Informed of the Union breakthrough, General Robert E. Lee immediately ordered Lieutenant James Longstreet to rush reinforcements down from the Richmond defenses. To purchase the time necessary for them to reach Petersburg and take up position, Brigadier General Nathaniel H. Harris’s brigade made a desperate stand at Forts Gregg and Whitworth. Leading his new corps into action for the first time, Gibbon made first for Fort Gregg, with Brigadier General Robert S. Foster’s division spearheading the attack.

The Confederate garrison of only 300 men at Fort Gregg lacked the numbers to turn back an assault by some 5,000 Federals in Foster’s and Brigadier General John W. Turner’s divisions, but they were aided in the defense by heavy artillery fire from nearby Fort Whitworth. Several times the Confederates drove back Gibbon’s men, but the attackers finally gained the fort’s parapet. Fighting here was fierce and hand to hand, but the defenders held for another 20 minutes. Superior numbers finally told. The Union troops then quickly overran Fort Whitworth. In the fighting, XXIV Corps had sustained 714 casualties; the Confederates suffered 57 dead and 159 prisoners (only 30 of them unwounded).

The valiant Confederate stand at Fort Gregg bought Lee precious time. Longstreet’s corps had begun to arrive from Richmond. The two hours won by the defenders of Fort Gregg enabled Lee to stabilize and hold his last (inner) line and then evacuate Petersburg and Richmond that night.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Foster, Robert Sanford; Gibbon, John; Harris, Nathaniel Harrison; Hill, Ambrose Powell; Lee, Robert Edward; Longstreet, James; Petersburg, Third Battle of; Petersburg Campaign; Turner, John Wesley; Wright, Horatio Gouverneur

Further Reading

Fox, John J., III. Confederate Alamo: Bloodbath at Petersburg’s Fort Gregg on April 2, 1865. Winchester, VA: Angle Valley, 2010.

Greene, A. Wilson. The Final Battles of the Petersburg Campaign: Breaking the Backbone of the Rebellion. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2008.

Horn, John. The Petersburg Campaign, June 1864–April 1865. Conshohocken, PA: Combined Publishing, 1999.

Trudeau, Noah Andre. The Last Citadel: Petersburg, Virginia, June 1864–April 1865. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1991.

Fort Henry, Battle of

Event Date: February 6, 1862

First significant Union victory of the Civil War. Because of its food production, mineral resources, manpower, and railroads, Tennessee was the key to the West. The Confederates enjoyed unity of command in the western theater under General Albert Sidney Johnston, while Union forces were divided between the Department of the Missouri under Major General Henry W. Halleck and the Department of the Ohio, commanded by Brigadier General Don Carlos Buell. Despite a twofold superiority in manpower, the two Union generals disagreed on strategy and claimed insufficient resources in addition to logistical problems.

Halleck’s subordinates, Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant, who commanded the Cairo Military District with 20,000 men, and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote, who commanded the Western Flotilla, both wanted to attack Fort Henry on the Tennessee River and Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River. This move would drive a wedge between the powerful Confederate fortress at Columbus, Kentucky, on the upper Mississippi River and Confederate defenders at Bowling Green, rendering the positions untenable.

Halleck saw the need to counter successes by Buell in Kentucky, and President Abraham Lincoln was also applying pressure. But what finally prompted Halleck to act was an erroneous report that Confederate reinforcements were on their way west. On January 30, 1862, Halleck ordered Grant to take and hold Fort Henry.
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Lithograph depicting Union gunboats attacking and capturing Confederate Fort Henry on the Tennessee River, February 6, 1862. (Naval History and Heritage Command)

Fort Henry covered three acres of ground in a solidly built five-sided earthwork parapet. Rifle pits extended to the river and two miles east toward Fort Donelson. Although Fort Henry lay in a bend of the Tennessee River and commanded a straight stretch of water some three miles long, the fort was on low ground washed by the river and had higher terrain on both sides. Work to fortify the heights on the west bank, known as Fort Heiman after Henry’s second-in-command Colonel Adolphus Heiman, was incomplete when the Federals arrived. Brigadier General Lloyd Tilghman commanded both Fort Henry and Fort Donelson. Fort Henry mounted 17 heavy guns: 12 faced the river, and 5 guarded the land approaches. The fort had 8 32-pounders, 2 42-pounders, 1 128-pounder columbiad rifled gun, 5 long 18-pounder siege guns, and a 6-inch rifled gun.

In early February 1862 the Tennessee River was in flood stage, and some of the land within the fort’s perimeter was two feet underwater. The Confederates also had no ammunition for their 42-pounders, leaving only nine guns able to counter a water approach. Tilghman possessed only 2,610 men in two brigades under Colonels Heiman and Joseph Drake. Many were raw recruits who had only shotguns and hunting rifles, and some even carried old flintlocks.

On February 2 the Union flotilla left Cairo. Four ironclads led: the Cincinnati (flagship), Carondelet, Essex, and St. Louis. The transports followed, and a division of timberclads brought up the rear: the Conestoga, Lexington, and Tyler. Two lifts were necessary to transport all of Grant’s 17,000 men.

Early on February 4, the Confederates learned of the Union advance. Tilghman immediately left Donelson to take up direction of Fort Henry’s defense. Although Tilghman telegraphed Major General Leonidas Polk at Columbus for reinforcements, none were sent.

Grant debarked his troops some three miles from the fort and just beyond the range of its guns. He then returned to Paducah with the empty transports to hurry the second lift of Brigadier General Charles F. Smith’s division. Meanwhile, late on February 5, three of the Union gunboats approached Fort Henry and opened fire, killing one defender and wounding three others. The Confederates replied with six shots, and the gunboats then withdrew.

All Union troops were not ashore until the night of February 5, when it rained heavily. Although he did not yet have all his men in place, Grant believed that prompt action was imperative to prevent the Confederates from reinforcing. Hopeful that all of his men would arrive in time, Grant ordered the advance to begin at 11:00 a.m. on February 6.

Grant planned a simultaneous land and water attack. During the night of February 5, he sent Smith with two of his brigades along the west bank of the river to prevent any reinforcement from that direction, cut off a Confederate escape, and seize Fort Heiman for possible artillery emplacement. Smith’s men discovered that the Confederates had already evacuated Heiman. The main Union land effort was on the east bank by Brigadier General John A. McClernand’s division with a brigade from Smith.

On the night of February 5, Tilghman called together his officers. All were pessimistic, believing that they could not withstand an attack by a force they estimated to number 25,000 men. At 10:00 a.m. on February 6, Tilghman ordered all defenders except the artillery company manning the batteries to withdraw to Fort Donelson. This left only about 100 men, including those too sick to move. Tilghman intended to delay the attackers long enough for the rest of his command to escape.

At 10:50 a.m. the flotilla got under way, the ironclads forming in line abreast: from right to left, the Essex, Cincinnati, Carondelet, and St. Louis. Because of the narrowness of the river, the last two gunboats were lashed together and remained so during the battle. Lieutenant Seth L. Phelps’s division of timberclads trailed a half mile behind.

As the flotilla neared Fort Henry, there was no sign of the Union troops, and Foote decided to begin the battle alone. At 11:45 from a range of about 1,700 yards, the Cincinnati fired a shot, the signal for the other gunboats to open fire. At about a mile’s range Tilghman ordered the water battery to respond, and firing then became general. Phelps’s division remained at long range, lobbing shells into the fort.

Confederate fire was both lively and accurate. Although Fort Henry had only nine guns that could respond, the Confederate gunners did succeed in hitting all of the gunboats many times (59 hits in all), but most of the damage was slight except to the Essex when a Confederate shell tore into its middle boiler. The blast and steam killed or wounded 32 men, including Commander William D. Porter. The gunboat drifted out of control downriver but was towed to safety by a tug. A seaman was also killed and 9 others were wounded on board the Cincinnati. Another man aboard the Essex was killed by a musket ball.

From the beginning, Union fire was quite accurate, and the crews could see shell explosions throwing up earth around the Confederate guns. Then the 6-inch rifled gun blew up, killing or wounding all its crew, and a priming wire stuck in the vent of the 10-inch columbiad, spiking it. Two 32-pounders were then struck at almost the same time.
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With only four of his guns able to return fire and the Union gunboats sweeping the fort with their fire, at 2:00 p.m. Tilghman surrendered. He had saved the bulk of the garrison. Only 94 men, including Tilghman and 16 aboard a Confederate hospital boat, surrendered at Henry. Confederate personnel losses were only 5 dead, 11 wounded, and 5 missing. The victors did capture Fort Henry’s guns as well as supplies and equipment abandoned by the garrison, which had retreated to Fort Donelson on foot without wagons.

The roads were mired in mud, and the Union land force arrived at Fort Henry only after the battle. McClernand did learn that the Confederates might be evacuating Fort Henry and sent cavalry ahead to verify it. This detachment pursued the retreating Confederates, who were slowed by muddy roads, and captured six guns and 38 stragglers. But the first Union troops did not arrive at Fort Henry until an hour after its surrender.

Immediately after the capture of Fort Henry, Grant called together his officers to discuss the possibility of taking Fort Donelson. All declared in favor of moving against that Confederate position as soon as possible.
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Fort Hindman, Battle of

Start Date: January 9, 1863

End Date: January 11, 1863

Diversionary Union attack prior to the resumption of the campaign against Vicksburg. Major General John McClernand, a political appointee without military background, was senior in rank to Major General William T. Sherman and, at the beginning of January 1863, took command from Sherman of army river operations against Vicksburg. Pompous, vain, and hoping for military glory and subsequent political gain, McClernand decided to send a sizable force up the Arkansas, which entered the Mississippi between Memphis and Vicksburg. The goal was to destroy Confederate Fort Hindman, also known as Arkansas Post.

Located on a commanding bluff some 50 miles upriver from the Mississippi and mounting 14 guns, Fort Hindman guarded the river approach to Little Rock, 117 miles to the northwest. Arkansas Post was an important staging area for Confederate raids that threatened Union control of the Mississippi, and here Brigadier General Thomas J. Churchill commanded some 5,000 Confederate troops. Union success at Fort Hindman would not only remove an important Confederate military threat but would also serve to restore lagging morale following the Chickasaw Bluffs reverse of late December.

The expedition set out on January 4, with Rear Admiral David D. Porter heading the naval contingent that included the ironclads Baron de Kalb, Louisville, and Cincinnati; the ram Monarch; the gunboats Black Hawk and Tyler; and the tinclads Rattler and Glide, all escorting a large number of transports carrying some 32,000 men. Following a feint against the White River, the flotilla headed up the Arkansas, arriving several miles below Arkansas Post on the evening of January 9. The troops then went ashore on both sides of the river in order to prevent the Confederates from reinforcing or escaping.

On the afternoon of January 10, Porter ordered the Baron de Kalb, Louisville, and Cincinnati to open fire on the Confederate earthworks. Porter then sent in the Rattler to fire on the adjacent rifle pits and artillery, which were then silenced and occupied by Union troops. At 5:30 p.m. with the Union troops in position, Porter ordered in the three ironclads against the fort. Advancing to within 400 yards, they engaged the Confederate defenders. Directing operations from the steam tug Thistle, Porter next brought up the light-draft Lexington and Black Hawk to fire shrapnel. He ordered the Rattler to enfilade the fort, and it provided effective fire from that position but also sustained extensive damage from shore fire. While the fort was largely silenced by the naval gunfire, it was too late in the day for the Union troops to attack.

The next day, January 11, McClernand sent word to Porter that his men were waiting for the navy to attack, at which time they too would assault the fort. The Union warships then resumed their shelling, this time from very close range. At about 4:00 p.m., with all of his guns except one out of commission, Colonel John W. Dunnington surrendered the fort to Porter. At the same time, Churchill surrendered the land forces to Sherman.

Confederate losses in the Battle of Fort Hindman numbered about 150 dead and 4,791 prisoners. Union casualties apart from prisoners were heavier because the troops had been forced to assault entrenchments. The Union tally ashore amounted to 79 killed and 440 wounded. The ships sustained about 30 casualties.

The Union troops then destroyed what remained of the fort and its guns before rejoining the transports to return to Milliken’s Bend, about seven miles above Vicksburg. McClernand strutted and sought to take full credit for the victory. Concerned over the damage that McClernand might cause to Union operations, both Sherman and Porter urged Army of the Tennessee commander Major General Ulysses S. Grant to come and take personal command of Union operations against Vicksburg.
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Fort Huger, Virginia

Confederate fortification constructed in 1861 and designed to protect the approaches to Suffolk, Virginia, and eastern approaches to the Confederate capital of Richmond. Fort Huger was situated in the northern part of Isle of Wight County where the main part of the Nansemond River diverges from the river’s western branch. The fort was within the strategic jurisdiction of the Confederate Department of Southern Virginia, which covered the area between the James River and the North Carolina state line.

Union forces occupied both Norfolk and Suffolk in the spring of 1862, but the Confederates continued to garrison Fort Huger, although it offered virtually no resistance to the Union moves against nearby areas. In early April 1863, Confederate lieutenant general James Longstreet decided to lay siege to Suffolk. In preparation for this, he ordered Fort Huger fortified with an artillery battery of five large guns on the front face and two 32-pounder guns covering the rear. There were no other troops present, aside from those manning the guns, when on April 19 Fort Huger came under a Union assault by about 270 troops and four boat howitzers. Encountering only token resistance, Union forces quickly forced the fort’s surrender, taking 137 Confederates prisoner as well as the fort’s guns. Fort Huger remained under Union control for the rest of the war.
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Fortifications, Field

Field fortifications were used extensively during the Civil War. The vastly improved killing range of rifled muskets rendered obsolete the tactics employed at the beginning of the war, and soldiers responded by increasing the use of field fortifications for protection.

At the beginning of the war, both sides used the same tactical system. Infantry units were organized into linear formations, usually two lines. Emphasis was placed on keeping men close together to make control easier and to be able to bring to bear the maximum amount of musket fire on the target. Few efforts were made to have individuals aim at single targets. Units attempted to close with opposing lines, ideally using their bayonets to make a final charge.

Both Confederate and Union commanders soon realized that technology had changed the battlefield of the 1860s. Infantrymen were now able to fire minié balls from their rifled muskets accurately at up to 200 to 250 yards. This increased range made it less likely that massed infantry could close to hand-to-hand combat with their opponents. Veterans soon learned to take cover or lie down under fire, as exposed individuals quickly became casualties.

Field fortifications may be defined as temporary works used to protect defenders and to impede the advance of attackers. All were constructed using locally available materials. In practice, this meant wood and compacted earth. During the Civil War, these works were classified into major and minor fieldworks.

Major fieldworks were intended to protect troops from enemy fire and to impede an enemy assault. They were most often constructed to protect an essential transportation or supply center, such as a major city, a depot, or a river crossing. Major fieldworks could be very substantial, and many underwent continuous improvement during the war. Outstanding examples of major fieldworks were the forts built to protect Washington, D.C., from Confederate attack.

Major field fortifications shared certain features, no matter which side built them. These features were intended to maximize protection for the defenders while repulsing enemy assaults. Each major fortification had a trace, or shape, that the fortification’s parapet followed. Many times the trace was determined by natural features, such as streams or hills. Field fortifications were classified by their trace rather than their strength. The simplest and most common fortification was a redan. Redans had two parapets, or faces, that came together to form a V shape, with the point toward the enemy. One or more cannon could be placed in the point to lay down fire on the most direct approaches. Other common shapes for field fortifications included lunettes, priest caps, star forts, bastioned forts, and cremaillere lines. Most built on the basic redan, however. Lunettes, for example, included two faces with two flanks.

Field fortifications usually included accessory defenses, such as ditches or moats at the base of the parapet. The ditches provided much of the dirt for the parapet. They also increased the distance of the top of the parapet from the ground. Attackers were forced to climb down in the ditch and then scale the parapet. During the approach, attackers could be taken under fire by the defenders, and hopefully their formation would become disordered. Attackers in the ditch could not be directly fired on by soldiers on the parapets, however, because they would have to lean out and would be exposed to fire. Instead, a well-designed field fortification had enfilading positions from which defenders could fire on men huddled in the ditch. Some field fortifications also had sally ports to allow defenders to charge out.

Other methods were used to improve the strength of field fortifications. Trees and other vegetation that might provide cover to attackers were removed, sometimes up to a mile or two from the field fortifications. Some of the trees were used to form abatis, sharpened stakes driven into the ground at an angle with the sharp end toward the attackers. Fraises were similar stakes driven into the parapets, while palisades, or fences built of stakes, were also used. These obstacles were not expected to prevent an enemy from attacking but instead were intended to delay enemy attackers and disorder their formations.

Parapets were expected to be at least 8 feet tall, sufficiently high to prevent an enemy from observing the interior of the work and to provide adequate protection for troops inside. The ditch at the base of the parapet was ideally 6 feet deep and 12 feet wide, and a proper slope was necessary on the parapet to prevent it from sliding into the ditch. Within, the parapet had to be supported to keep the interior wall at a sharp angle. A banquette, or firing step, was often constructed to allow troops to fire over the parapet.

Artillery was often mounted within field fortifications. Most often, a firing platform was constructed of wood to allow a cannon to fire over the parapet. Sometimes an embrasure was cut in the parapet to allow the guns to fire through the parapet, but these openings could also allow attackers to enter the fortification.

Major field fortifications were usually laid out by engineers attached to units, and most work was done by soldiers, although Southern fortifications commonly used slave labor. The works could be extensive and complex, but soldiers soon recognized the self-preservation value of fortifications and worked to complete them quickly.

Minor field fortifications were more common than major ones. They were intended to provide protection for troops from enemy fire, not defense from a frontal attack. The most common was the rifle pit, a forerunner of the foxhole. Civil War soldiers quickly learned the advantage of digging in whenever possible. Because no entrenching tools were issued to individual soldiers, they usually used their bayonets, knives, and dishes to loosen the dirt and scoop it into a pile on the edge closest to the enemy. Men usually worked in pairs.

Other types of minor field fortifications were intended to protect specific points, such as railroad trestles and crossroads. These included simple blockhouses and stockades. Although these provided protection for defenders, they were not intended to withstand a major assault.

TIM J. WATTS

See also

Artillery, Land, CSA; Artillery, Land, U.S.; Engineers; Washington, D.C., Defenses of

Further Reading

Burns, Zed H. Confederate Forts. Natchez, MI: Southern Historical Publications, 1977.

Cooling, B. Franklin, and Walton H. Owen. Mr. Lincoln’s Forts: A Guide to the Civil War Defenses of Washington. Shippensburg, PA: White Mane, 1988.

Hess, Earl J. Field Armies & Fortifications in the Civil War: The Eastern Campaigns, 1861–1864. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005.

_______________________

Fort Jefferson and Fort Taylor, Florida

U.S. coastal fortifications in the Florida Keys. Built as part of the U.S. Army’s chain of coastal fortifications after the War of 1812, Forts Jefferson and Taylor controlled the shipping lanes connecting Gulf of Mexico ports to the Atlantic Ocean. Named after America’s third president, Fort Jefferson on Garden Key in the Dry Tortugas (at the end of the Florida Keys) was the larger of the two installations; construction began on it in 1846. When completed, Fort Jefferson was the Western Hemisphere’s largest masonry fort, occupying 10 acres and mounting more than 420 cannon along its six sides. Those guns, the fort’s eight-foot-thick walls, and its 1,700-man garrison made it almost impervious to naval assault.

Fort Taylor, named after President Zachary Taylor, was built on an artificial island near Key West Harbor’s mouth and was connected to land by a removable wooden ramp. Construction on it began in 1847. At war’s start, the U.S. Army commander at Key West, Captain John M. Brannan, seized the fort, keeping it out of Confederate hands. Additional troops arrived shortly thereafter and construction continued, although materials had to be brought in from New England. By 1862, the trapezoid-shaped fort mounted more than 200 cannon to seaward. Its landward defenses were also strengthened that year with the addition of 10 8-inch columbiads.

Forts Jefferson and Taylor never faced hostile action, because neither Confederate forces in Florida nor the Confederate Navy possessed the capacity to besiege or assault them. As two of the three forts in Confederate territory that remained in Union hands throughout the war, they served a vital role in Union operations against Confederate blockade-running into and out of the Gulf of Mexico. Fort Taylor served as headquarters for the East Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron.

Fort Jefferson temporarily housed Dr. Samuel Mudd, who had been accused of aiding Lincoln assassin John Wilkes Booth in April 1865, as well as former Confederate president Jefferson Davis. Both forts are now national historic monuments.
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Fort Lafayette, New York

Union prison. Completed in 1818, Fort Lafayette was originally named Fort Diamond; in 1825 it was renamed in honor of the Marquis de Lafayette. Located in Lower Bay off Brooklyn, New York, the installation was designed as part of the coastal defense network of New York City. By the 1850s, the fort housed 72 heavy guns and helped protect the approaches in New York Harbor. By 1861, most of the cannon had been relocated, and the casemates that had housed them were used as impromptu barracks for Union political prisoners as well as Confederate prisoners, chiefly officers.

Among Fort Lafayette’s earliest internees were U.S. citizens charged with or suspected of treasonous activity as well as captured Confederate privateers. After the Union assault on Hatteras Inlet (August 28–29, 1861), a number of captured Confederates were taken to Fort Lafayette. By late 1862, the vast majority of inmates were U.S. citizens accused of disloyalty and Confederate officers. There may have been as many as 1,500 prisoners housed in the fort. A sizable number of the political prisoners had not done anything to warrant their incarceration; some were guilty of nothing more than voicing support for the Confederacy. For this reason, the prison was rather unpopular in the North and was derisively called “the Bastille.” Other prisoners held at Fort Lafayette were those Union Army officers who had deserted or resigned their commissions to accept Confederate commissions.

As prisons went, the detainees at Fort Lafayette did not suffer from unduly harsh conditions or discipline. Food was adequate, as were clothing and other essentials. Most of the inmates were well educated and adapted as best they could to their detainment. They produced a handwritten prison newspaper, established literary societies, and taught each other using their own areas of expertise. The prison was closed in June 1865.
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Fort Loudon, Battle of
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Fort Macon, North Carolina, Siege of

Start Date: March 23, 1862

End Date: April 26, 1862

Event during the Union’s Carolina Expedition (February–July 1862). On February 7, 1862, forces under Union Navy commander Stephen C. Rowan and Union Army brigadier general Ambrose E. Burnside mounted an amphibious assault to capture New Bern, North Carolina. Some 7,500 Union soldiers landed on Roanoke Island and the next day forced its 2,500-man Confederate garrison to surrender. Thereafter Burnside’s coastal command was expanded to full corps strength and designated IX Corps. Burnside was advanced to major general. On March 13 Burnside landed 12,000 men at Slocum’s Creek along the Neuse River, supported by Rowan’s 13 gunboats. Burnside then marched inland against New Bern, North Carolina’s second-largest city and a key railhead, taking it on March 14 and thus providing Union forces with a base for operations to the North Carolina interior.

In order to be able to use the nearby ports of Beaufort and Morehead City, Burnside had to first secure Fort Macon. He ordered Brigadier General John G. Parke to take the towns along the inner shore. Parke’s 3rd Brigade of some 3,250 men captured Carolina City on March 21, Morehead City on March 22, Newport on March 23, and Beaufort on March 25, severing Confederate communication with Fort Macon.

One of a series of coastal forts constructed after the War of 1812 and completed in 1834, Fort Macon was a masonry works situated on the eastern end of Bogue Banks on the Outer Banks. The fort commanded the channel leading to Beaufort and Morehead City. Colonel Moses J. White commanded Fort Macon and about 450 men, although a third of these were sick; morale was also poor. The fort mounted 56 guns, the majority of them 32-pounders, although there were 2 10-inch and 5 8-inch columbiads. The fort was short of ammunition, however.

On March 23 Parke demanded the surrender of Fort Macon, promising parole for its garrison if the fort was turned over intact. White refused. On March 29 the investment of Fort Macon was complete when Parke landed men on Bogue Banks. Preparations completed, on April 25 Union siege guns opened fire from the land side while Commodore Samuel Lockwood shelled the fort from the water face with the coastal combatant Daylight (4 guns), the side-wheel combatant State of Georgia (9 guns), the screw gunboat Chippewa (4 guns), and the bark Gemsbok (6 guns). The Union fire was extraordinarily accurate, and with 19 guns dismounted and the fort’s masonry walls collapsing and with the danger that the magazine might be touched off, White surrendered the next day. To limit casualties and damage to the fort, and with the approval of Burnside, Parke had dropped his new demand for unconditional surrender and extended the original terms, with the defenders granted paroles and permitted to remove their personal possessions.

Union casualties totaled 1 killed and 3 wounded. The Confederate sustained losses of 7 killed, 18 wounded (2 mortally), and some 400 captured. Two Confederate blockade-runners, the Alliance and Gandar, were also taken. The Union side did little to exploit the victory, however. With Union attention concentrated on the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) in Virginia, there was no move against Wilmington until the last months of the war. Fort Macon is now a state park.
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Fort McAllister, Georgia, Capture of

Event Date: December 13, 1864

Engagement during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). Confederate Fort McAllister was situated on a bluff on the south bank of the Ogeechee River in Bryan Country, Georgia. The earthwork and log fort guarded the approaches to Savannah, 15 miles to the north. On four occasions in early 1863, commander of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron Rear Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont had sent monitors against the fort, which mounted eight or nine guns, to test the effectiveness of the monitors against a coastal fortification prior to his April 7 attack on Charleston. The exercise had been a failure, with the little damage inflicted by the guns of the monitors easily repaired overnight.

The second Union attack on Fort McAllister occurred during the final stage of Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea. As Sherman’s forces closed on Savannah in early December 1864, the ships of Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren’s South Atlantic Blockading Squadron waited with supplies, but the Union supply ships could not link up with Sherman’s men until the Confederate coastal forts had been taken. On December 10 Union troops reached the outskirts of Savannah, and a cavalry reconnaissance confirmed Dahlgren’s assessment that Fort McAllister was only lightly defended and could be taken by infantry assault. Major George W. Anderson Jr. commanded the fort’s garrison of fewer than 200 men.

On December 12 Sherman ordered Major General Oliver O. Howard’s Army of the Tennessee to take Fort McAllister, and Howard chose Brigadier General William B. Hazen’s 4,000-man division of XV Corps for the assault. On the afternoon of December 13 Hazen’s three brigades stormed the fort, making their way through abatis and land mines and taking it in only 15 minutes. The fighting claimed 134 Union casualties, most of them from the land mines. Confederate losses included 16 killed and 55 wounded. Sherman called the operation “the handsomest thing I’ve seen in this war.”

The next day Sherman conferred with Dahlgren aboard the latter’s flagship. His supply line now open, Sherman could concentrate on the chief objective of the campaign, the capture of Savannah. Fort McAllister is today a Georgia state historic park.
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Fort McAllister, Georgia, Union Naval Attacks on

Event Dates: 1863

Union naval actions on the Georgia coast. In planning his attack on Charleston, South Carolina, commander of the U.S. Navy South Atlantic Coast Blockading Squadron Rear Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont was concerned not only about the number of ironclads he would have available for the assault but also about their mechanical problems and growing doubts within the navy of the ability of these ships to destroy shore fortifications. He also sought a combat test for their new XV-inch Dahlgren guns. To accomplish these ends, he selected Fort McAllister, on the Ogeechee River in Georgia, a Confederate earthwork fortification mounting eight or nine guns.

On January 27, 1863, Du Pont sent against Fort McAllister Commander John L. Worden and the newly arrived Passaic-class monitor Montauk; the gunboats Seneca, Wissahickon, and Dawn; and the mortar schooner C. P. Williams. The Montauk was unable to close with the fort because of sunken obstacles apparently protected by torpedoes (naval mines). It nonetheless fired 52 shells and shot from its XI- and XV-inch Dahlgrens during a four-and-a-half-hour period, yet without noticeable effect. Worden reported accurate Confederate return fire. His own ship was struck 14 times, but it suffered no damage other than the loss of its cutter.

The next day, a runaway slave provided information on the location of the torpedoes that had blocked the Montauk’s approach, and after taking on a fresh supply of ammunition, Worden returned on February 1 with the Montauk and its same consorts. This time the monitor was able to close to within 600 yards before commencing fire. Each side reported accurate fire on the other, with the monitor taking 48 hits in the course of a four-hour exchange. Although the Montauk was not seriously damaged, the Confederate fort was also unbowed. Plainly worried over the Montauk’s unsatisfactory forays, Du Pont wrote to a friend that “If one ironclad cannot take eight guns, how are five to take 147 guns in Charleston harbor?”

On February 18, Du Pont sent the Montauk back to Fort McAllister for a third time, this time to destroy the former Confederate commerce raider Nashville, now converted into a blockade-runner, which for nearly nine months had been awaiting an opportunity to run the blockade, only to run aground in the Ogeechee near Fort McAllister.

The Montauk opened up on the Nashville from a range of only 1,200 yards, setting it on fire and destroying it. Fort McAllister in turn fired on the Montauk, hitting it five times but without material result. In departing the area, however, a torpedo exploded against the hull of the Montauk, which required several weeks to repair.

Du Pont ordered a fourth attack on Fort McAllister on March 3. This time he sent the monitors Passaic, Patapsco, and Nahant along with the gunboats Seneca, Wissahickon, and Dawn, accompanied by three mortar schooners. Captain Percival Drayton of the Passaic, who led the assault, reported that although, as before, the monitors were practically unscathed by the fort’s fire, the only damage to the fort could easily be repaired overnight.

The inconclusive nature of these engagements encouraged Charleston’s defenders, who now tended to denigrate the monitors. In spite of their ability to withstand punishment, it took nearly seven minutes to ready one of the giant XV-inch guns for firing, slowing its paired XI-inch gun to the same rate. This rendered these ships simply incapable of inflicting in a short span of time the sort of damage necessary to reduce shore fortifications.
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Fort Monroe, Virginia

U.S. military installation, the only one retained in Virginia by the Union throughout the Civil War. Named after President James Monroe, Fort Monroe was built between 1819 and 1834 as part of the nation’s coastal defenses. Once completed, it covered 63 acres on Old Point Comfort at the end of the Virginia Peninsula, adjacent to Hampton Roads and jutting toward Chesapeake Bay. The fort was constructed of stone and brick and had an eight-foot-deep moat. Strategically located, Fort Monroe guarded the main channel to Hampton Roads. During the Civil War, its powerful batteries enforced the Union blockade of Southern ports by closing Hampton Roads and the James River to shipping.

After Virginia’s secession on April 17, 1861, Union leaders were acutely aware of the vital importance of Fort Monroe. Washington immediately dispatched additional cannon, supplies, and troops to strengthen the fort against Confederate attack. Within six weeks, its small garrison of 400 men had swelled to nearly 4,500. The fort became the headquarters for the Union Department of Virginia and also served as the headquarters for the Union Army of the James, created in April 1864.

Fort Monroe played a pivotal role in slavery as a wartime issue. Shortly after the Department of Virginia was established, three slaves escaped behind Union lines. Major General Benjamin Butler, commander of the department, refused to return runaway slaves as specified under the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850. He claimed that the law was null and void within the Confederacy. Butler declared the runaways “contrabands of war” and assigned them to support Union operations at Fort Monroe. The redoubt quickly became known as “Freedom’s Fortress.” Soon, contraband camps had been established outside the fort’s walls to house hundreds of slaves who had arrived there.

Fort Monroe’s position southeast of Richmond made it the ideal staging area for land and naval expeditions against the Confederacy. On June 10, 1861, Union forces at the nearby towns of Hampton and Newport News, Virginia, advanced inland, resulting in the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861). Major General George McClellan used the fortress as a staging area for his Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) in which his troops unsuccessfully attempted to take Richmond. On March 9, 1862, the first battle of ironclad warships in history, between CSS Virginia and USS Monitor, was fought in the waters off the point in Hampton Roads.
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Painting of Fort Monroe, Virginia. This strategically located fort remained in Union hands throughout the Civil War and served as an important supply point for Union forces during the 1862 Peninsula Campaign. (MPI/Getty Images)

Unsuccessful peace talks between President Abraham Lincoln and Confederate vice president Alexander Stephens occurred aboard the steamer River Queen in the waters off Hampton Roads on February 3, 1865. At the conclusion of the war, Fort Monroe served as the prison for Confederate president Jefferson Davis, who was held there for two years.
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Fort Morgan, Alabama

Confederate fort protecting Mobile Bay. Located at the tip of Mobile Point, a long neck of land that jutted out into Mobile Bay in Alabama, Fort Morgan controlled its entrance from the Gulf of Mexico. Fort Morgan was the principal Confederate position and by far the most powerful of the three forts guarding Mobile Bay. The fort was named in honor of Revolutionary War hero General Daniel Morgan and had been continuously used as a fortification since the French first garrisoned the site in 1699. Construction on Fort Morgan, supervised by the U.S. Army, began at this site in 1819 and was completed in early 1834. Fort Morgan’s Civil War history is rooted chiefly in the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864).

Pentagonal-shaped Fort Morgan was built in what was considered a classic European style, with smooth embankments sloping upward toward a series of brick walls that covered the fort’s main ramparts. Located within this series of embankments and stout brick walls was a 10-sided brick and mortar building in the center of the fort, known as the citadel. On the landward side of the fort, fields and trees were cleared to provide long-distance sighting in order to protect the more vulnerable land-facing rear of the structure. The fort mounted 40 guns, including 7 10-inch columbiads, and another 29 guns were located in exterior batteries.

In January 1861 three months before the Civil War began, local militiamen seized the fort in anticipation of the conflict. State soldiers manned the fort for two months before its garrison passed to the Confederacy. For the next three years, Fort Morgan helped cover Southern blockade-runners and protected Mobile and Mobile Bay from Union attacks. Southern control of the fort ended with the Battle of Mobile Bay.
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Photograph showing damage to the south side of Fort Morgan at the tip of Mobile Point following the Union victory in the Battle of Mobile Bay in August 1864. (National Archives)

The Battle of Mobile Bay began when Union rear admiral David Farragut landed troops to attack the fort on the morning of August 5, 1864. Fort Morgan’s masonry and brick walls initially held up well against Farragut’s naval bombardment, but the Union shelling soon began to take its toll. Eventually the citadel that housed the garrison caught fire and burned. Meanwhile, by the middle of the month, the fort’s walls were crumbling under the incessant Union artillery barrage. On August 22 siege artillery on the land side joined the bombardment, and on August 23 Fort Morgan’s commander, Brigadier General Richard L. Page, surrendered. Union forces then took over what remained of the fort. On March 17, 1865, Union forces under Major General Gordon Granger used it as a base from which to launch an assault on Fort Blakely, located near the city of Mobile.

Following the war, Fort Morgan was rebuilt (minus the large citadel) and saw service as an active fort well into the 1890s. It was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1960. The fort is presently on the list of the nation’s 10 most endangered battle sites.
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Fort Myers, Battle of

Event Date: February 20, 1865

Isolated engagement in southern Florida. Often referred to as “the southernmost land battle of the Civil War,” the Battle of Fort Myers occurred on February 20, 1865, in Lee County, Florida, on the state’s southwestern coast. Union forces had occupied this old Seminole War fort in December 1863 and used it as a base from which to interdict cattle shipments to Confederate forces and secure these for the Union Army. Fort Myers was the only Union fort on the southern Florida mainland. By 1865, Union troops had confiscated more than 4,000 head of cattle from surrounding farms.

Captain James Doyle commanded the garrison of 300 Union troops at Fort Myers, primarily the 2nd Florida Cavalry but also a company of the 110th New York Infantry and two companies of black soldiers of the 2nd U.S. Colored Troops (USCT). The fort also held more than 400 civilians, both escaped slaves and Unionist white Floridians who had sought refuge there.

To halt the Union raids, the Confederates had formed cattle drovers into the 1st Battalion, Florida Special Cavalry (also known as the Cow Cavalry), and in early February 1865 Confederate colonel Charles Munnerlyn ordered three companies of the Cow Cavalry, amounting to some 250 men and led by Major William Footman, to attack Fort Myers. The Confederates proceeded from Fort Meade near Tampa Bay to Fort Thompson, approximately 30 miles up the Caloosahatchee River from Fort Myers. On the morning of February 20, they arrived at Fort Myers and fired on some black soldiers on picket duty, killing 1 and capturing several others.

The Confederates then demanded Doyle’s surrender, giving him 20 minutes to respond. Despite the large number of civilians at the fort, Doyle refused. The Confederates then opened fire with their single artillery pieces and small arms. Doyle responded with his two artillery pieces and small arms fire.


Darkness brought the engagement to an end. The Confederates then began their 200-mile return trek to Fort Meade. The Union troops subsequently recovered the abandoned Confederate artillery piece. In the Battle of Fort Myers, the Union side sustained 12 casualties, the Confederates 40. Although the Confederates had been rebuffed, the Union garrison was withdrawn in March.
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Fort Pickens, Florida

U.S. coastal fortification guarding Pensacola. A large masonry structure built by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers between 1829 and 1834, Fort Pickens was located on the western tip of Santa Rosa Island at the entrance to Pensacola Bay in the Florida Panhandle. Fort Pickens, named for popular Revolutionary War brigadier general Andrew Pickens, was built to guard the eastern edge of the bay entrance. It was part of the Third System of coastal defense built after the War of 1812.

At the time of the Civil War, Fort Pickens was a five-sided fort with corner bastions that allowed defenders to fire on anyone who approached its walls too closely. It was also a multilevel fort. One level of guns fired from casemates in the fort’s walls; another tier of guns fired over the fort’s walls. Two other forts, McRee and Barrancas, completed the defenses of Pensacola Bay.

Upon secession from the Union, leaders of the Deep South states believed that they should control all the federal military institutions within their states. But by the time Florida seceded on January 10, 1861, U.S. Army lieutenant Adam Slemmer, commanding the 46-man Fort Barrancas garrison, had decided that his men could not defend the fort properly. The day Florida left the Union, Slemmer moved his garrison to Fort Pickens, abandoning McRee and Barrancas. Southern troops then occupied both of those forts and the Pensacola Naval Yard. After Slemmer evacuated to Fort Pickens, the commander of Southern forces in Pensacola, Colonel William Chase, demanded the surrender of Fort Pickens on January 15 and January 18, 1861. Both times Slemmer refused.

To prevent conflict before the creation of the Confederacy, Florida senator Stephen Mallory arranged a Fort Pickens truce with President James Buchanan in late January and early February 1861. This truce maintained the status quo, with both sides agreeing that they would not improve defenses. The Union garrison in Fort Pickens was denied reinforcements but was allowed to land supplies. Southern troops agreed not to attack the fort. While this truce was in effect, Colonel Chase resigned his command in Pensacola and was replaced by Brigadier General Braxton Bragg, who arrived in Pensacola on March 11, 1861. Although the truce was strained in the weeks after Bragg’s arrival, it held until President Abraham Lincoln reinforced Fort Pickens in April 1861.

On March 28, 1861, Lincoln decided to resupply and possibly reinforce Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina, and he chose to end the Fort Pickens truce by sending reinforcements there. But Lincoln’s secretary of state, William Seward, diverted the powerful U.S. Navy steam frigate Powhatan from the Sumter mission and assigned it to the Fort Pickens relief mission on his own authority. Seward’s actions undermined the Union attempt to resupply Sumter, but Union reinforcements were landed at Fort Pickens during the night of April 12, 1861. Colonel Henry Brown became the Union garrison’s new commander on April 16, 1861.

With the truce over, both sides improved their defenses until October 9, 1861, when Bragg launched the Battle of Santa Rosa Island east of Fort Pickens. This two-day engagement accomplished little. Brown’s Federals repulsed the attack, inflicting 87 casualties on Bragg’s men while suffering 67 themselves. In response to this assault, on November 9, 1861, Union forces in and around Fort Pickens began a two-day bombardment of Confederate defenses in Pensacola, damaging Fort McRee so severely that it did not participate in the bombardment’s second day. Casualties at Fort Pickens were light, and the fort sustained little damage. But as with the Battle of Santa Rosa Island, the November bombardment had little effect on the situation at Pensacola.

Neither side seemed able to gain an advantage. There was another brief bombardment on January 1, 1862, but, as with the earlier cannonade, it had little effect. With the Union captures of Forts Henry and Donelson and then New Orleans, however, Confederate authorities needed to shift forces to the western theater and decided that resources had to be moved from Pensacola. After destroying much of its facilities, the Confederates evacuated the city on May 10, 1862, and Union troops occupied Pensacola two days later.

Fort Pickens was one of few forts in the South to remain under Union control for the entire war, and Union control of Fort Pickens made the Confederate hold on Pensacola precarious and untenable, leading to the Southern evacuation in May 1862. Fort Pickens kept Southerners from using Pensacola Bay as a haven for blockade-runners, and after the Confederate evacuation, Union forces restored the naval yard and used it as a repair base for vessels of the West Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron and for ships involved in the battles at Vicksburg, Port Hudson, and Mobile Bay.
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Fort Pillow, Battle of

Event Date: April 12, 1864

Engagement in which Confederate soldiers allegedly murdered defenseless African American troops. On March 16, 1864, Confederate major general Nathan Bedford Forrest began a raid by some 7,000 cavalry into Kentucky that reached as far as Paducah on March 25. On his return, he attacked Fort Pillow in Tennessee with some 1,500–2,000 men in the expectation of securing there both horses and supplies. The Confederates had erected Fort Pillow at the beginning of the war. Situated on high bluffs of the eastern bank of the Mississippi River, it guarded the northern river approach to Memphis, 40 miles south. When on May 29–30, 1862, Confederate general P. G. T. Beauregard evacuated Corinth and retired to a new line along the Tuscumbia River in Alabama, Fort Pillow became untenable, and on June 4 the defenders departed after blowing up their heavy guns and burning such stores and provisions as they could not carry away. Union forces occupied the abandoned fort several days later.

In April 1864 Fort Pillow was held by 557 Union troops of the 6th Colored Heavy Artillery and part of the 2nd Colored Light Artillery, perhaps half of them former slaves, commanded by Major Lionel F. Booth, in addition to the largely untrained 13th Tennessee Cavalry Regiment under Major William F. Bradford. In all there were 295 white and 262 black soldiers; another 20 white noncombatants, some of whom took part in the subsequent fighting, were also in the fort. The defenders had six guns (two 12-pounder howitzers, two 6-pounders, and two 3-inch Parrott rifles) but could also call on the Mississippi Squadron gunboat New Era in the river with six 24-pounder howitzers. The installation was protected by the Mississippi to the west and Cold Creek was to the north. There were three separate lines of entrenchments as well as a six-foot-high parapet with the cannon positioned to fire through openings, or embrasures.
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The Fort Pillow Massacre, during which Confederate soldiers allegedly massacred already surrendered African American troops at Fort Pillow, Tennessee, on April 12, 1864. (Library of Congress)

Forrest’s men arrived at Fort Pillow on the morning of April 12 and soon surrounded it from the land side. Forrest deployed sharpshooters on higher ground east of the fort and began to take the defenders under fire. Booth was among the first to be killed, and Bradford assumed command.

The Confederates captured several barracks to the south of the fort and used these structures to fire into the defenders. Rifle and artillery fire continued until about 3:30 p.m., when Forrest sent in a demand that the defenders surrender unconditionally and be treated as prisoners of war or “suffer the consequences” in an assault. It was a typical Forrest demand: surrender and be treated as prisoners of war or fight on and expect no quarter. Given 20 minutes to respond, Bradford rejected the surrender demand, carefully concealing the fact that Booth was dead.

Forrest then ordered an attack. The well-planned assault proceeded flawlessly, with Confederate rifle fire driving the sailors in the New Era from their guns and taking the ship out of the battle. Fort Pillow’s defenders fought bravely but were overwhelmed by sheer force of numbers. Many were shot down as they attempted to flee to the river; others were shot in the river or drowned. Forrest later reported that the river was “dyed with the blood of the slaughtered for two hundred yards.” The attackers turned one of the fort’s two Parrott rifled guns against the New Era, which quickly departed.

What occurred next remains in dispute. Participants in the battle, both Union and Confederate, maintained that a number of soldiers, especially the black troops, were gunned down or bayoneted after they had thrown down their weapons and surrendered. Although Confederate officials denied that a massacre had taken place and claimed that many casualties had resulted from the fleeing Federals keeping their weapons and then continuing the fight. The casualties certainly seemed to indicate that something untoward had occurred. The attacking Confederates lost only 14 killed and 86 wounded, while the number of Union casualties was far higher, with many more killed than wounded: 231 killed, 100 wounded, and 226 taken prisoner (only 58 African Americans versus 166 whites). Bradford was among those reportedly shot after surrendering.

After securing weapons and supplies, the Confederates departed that same evening, leaving the Union wounded in the care of their surgeon. The Northern public saw the Battle of Fort Pillow as a violation of the rules of war, referring to it as the Fort Pillow Massacre. Certainly it became a powerful propaganda weapon in the North against the South.

The site of the Battle of Fort Pillow (Fort Pillow Massacre) is now Fort Pillow State Park and a U.S. National Historic Landmark.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Forrest, Nathan Bedford; Fort Pillow, Tennessee, Capture of

Further Reading

Castel, Albert. “The Fort Pillow Massacre: A Fresh Examination of the Evidence.” Civil War History 4 (March 1958): 37–50.

Cimprich, John, and Robert C. Mainfort Jr., eds. “Fort Pillow Revisited: New Evidence about an Old Controversy.” Civil War History 4 (Winter 1982): 293–306.

Fuchs, Richard L. An Unerring Fire: The Massacre at Fort Pillow. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole, 2002.

Jordan, John L. “Was There a Massacre at Ft. Pillow?” Tennessee History Quarterly 6 (June 1947): 99–133.

Ward, Andrew. River Run Red: The Fort Pillow Massacre in the American Civil War. New York: Viking, 2005.

_______________________

Fort Pillow, Tennessee, Capture of

Start Date: April 1862

End Date: June 1862

Confederate fortification on the Mississippi River, the Union capture of which exposed Memphis, Tennessee. Located 60 miles to the south of Island No. 10 and just north of Fulton on the Tennessee shore, Fort Pillow guarded the northern approach to the vital Confederate railhead of Memphis, 40 miles downriver.

Originally, Fort Pillow was seen as a backup position to Columbus, Kentucky, and Island No. 10, although the fort’s commander, Captain Montgomery Lynch, did what he could to make it capable of withstanding attack. After the loss of Forts Henry and Donelson, Major General Leonidas Polk had reinforced Fort Pillow by sending it a detachment under Brigadier General John B. Villepigue. Following the loss of New Madrid, General P. G. T. Beauregard ordered its garrison to Fort Pillow. And after the Union capture of Island No. 10 and the Confederate defeat at Shiloh on April 7, Beauregard sent 1,000 slaves to Fort Pillow to improve its fortifications.

Fort Pillow was made into a strong defensive position, with batteries located on the high, nearly vertical Chicka-saw Bluffs and in their face at the water’s edge. When completed, Fort Pillow mounted some 40 heavy guns, including 10-inch columbiads. Most were in the lower batteries. The fort also had extensive earthworks and was manned by some 6,000 men.

On April 14 the Union Western Flotilla of ironclads, mortar boats, towboats, transports, supply ships, and tugs reached a point just above Fort Pillow. At 2:00 p.m. Union mortar boats along the Arkansas side of the river fired the first shells at Fort Pillow. The mortar bombardment continued for the next seven weeks.

The original Union plan of attack developed by Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote and Brigadier General John Pope called for the mortar boats, protected by the gunboats, to bombard the land batteries while Pope’s Army of the Mississippi went ashore upriver and outflanked the fort from the rear and Foote’s gunboats assaulted it from the front. But Pope quickly determined that he could not reach the rear of Fort Pillow from any point of the river above it, and he decided to repeat the plan of Island No. 10 by digging a six-mile-long canal on the Arkansas side of the river across Craigshead Point to pass Union gunboats to below the Confederate position. In the meantime, both sides engaged in harassing fire. It seemed that Fort Pillow would only be taken in a lengthy operation.

Any possibility of a quick strike at Fort Pillow was dashed when Major General Henry Halleck withdrew Pope’s troops for his own campaign against Corinth. Foote and Pope learned of this decision on the evening of April 16. The bulk of the Union land force departed upriver the next day in 20 transports, taking with them tools for cutting through the swamps and leaving behind only Colonel Graham N. Fitch and 1,200 infantry to garrison Fort Pillow, should the Confederates decide to evacuate it.

The Union naval bombardment of Fort Pillow continued, but it was principally harassing fire. On May 8 three Confederate rams of the River Defense Fleet came out, but they soon retired on discovering the presence of three Union ironclads. The next day Foote left the flotilla for health reasons, replaced by Flag Officer Charles H. Davis. On May 10 there occurred the Battle of Plum Point Bend, the war’s first real engagement between naval squadrons. Although suffering much higher personnel losses, Southern rams temporarily disabled two of the more powerful Union gunboats.

For three weeks Davis continued a slow bombardment of the Confederate positions. By May 25, all seven of Colonel Charles Ellet’s steamers of the Army Mississippi Ram Fleet were with the flotilla. These converted Ohio River steamers, conceived solely as rams with no ordnance, were the Union answer to the Confederate rams.

Ellet wanted an immediate blow against Fort Pillow, which Davis resisted, but the Confederates took the decision out of Union hands. On May 29–30 General Beauregard, deciding to save his 50,000 men, evacuated Corinth, leaving it to General Halleck’s 120,000-man army, and retired to a new line along the Tuscumbia River in Alabama. This left Fort Pillow outflanked and untenable, and on June 4 the Confederates blew up their guns and burned what provisions and stores they could not carry away. On June 5 Davis’s flotilla and Ellet’s rams moved past Fort Pillow to take Memphis. The battle for that important city occurred the next day.
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Fort Pulaski, Georgia, Reduction of

Start Date: April 10, 1862

End Date: April 11, 1862

Union operation on the Georgia coast. Following the War of 1812, the U.S. government authorized construction of a series of masonry works along the Atlantic Seaboard. One of these was Fort Pulaski, located on Cockspur Island, Georgia, at the mouth of the Savannah River, to protect the water approaches to Savannah. Work began on the fortification in 1829, with Lieutenant Robert E. Lee one of the supervising officers. In 1833 the work was named for Polish patriot Kazimierz Pułaski, who had rendered distinguished service as a Continental Army officer in the American Revolutionary War. The fort, formed of an estimated 25 million bricks, was completed in 1847 at a cost of nearly $1 million. With 11-foot-thick walls, Fort Pulaski was thought to be impervious to attack, as contemporary smoothbore cannon then had an effective range of only about a half mile, and the nearest land—Tybee Island—was well beyond that range.

Beginning in late 1860, first South Carolina, then Georgia, and finally Confederate troops took control of Fort Pulaski. Because Tybee Island was thought to be too distant to threaten Fort Pulaski and because they were needed elsewhere, Confederate troops abandoned Tybee by December 1861. In February 1862 Union troops landed at Tybee Island and, under army Captain Quincy A. Gillmore, began construction of batteries on the shore facing Fort Pulaski. Gillmore was convinced that heavy Parrott rifled guns could shatter the fort’s masonry walls.

Confederate colonel Charles H. Olmstead commanded Fort Pulaski. Although he had only a small garrison and few guns, he was confident he could hold out and promptly rejected Gillmore’s demand for surrender by dawn on April 10.

Gillmore’s 36 guns commenced fire at 8:15 a.m. on April 10, and the shells from the Union rifled guns soon began to cut away the fort’s walls. By nightfall the cannonading had opened a breach, and the next day the Union gunners began to expand it. Continued Union fire soon opened a hole in the wall of the fort’s magazine, and Olmstead faced the possibility of having his fort destroyed by an internal blast. He ordered the fort’s flag lowered at 1:00 p.m. on April 11, and Gillmore was then rowed over to take the surrender.

Only one Confederate soldier and one Union soldier were injured in the engagement. Within six weeks, Union personnel had largely repaired the damage, and Savannah was then effectively closed to Confederate blockade-running. The shelling of Fort Pulaski conclusively demonstrated that masonry works were no match for the new powerful rifled cannon. Gillmore was promoted directly to brigadier general of volunteers.

Initially housing a garrison of 600 men, Fort Pulaski’s garrison was subsequently reduced to 250, and late in the war the fort was turned into a prison camp for Confederate officers. In 1924 it was made a National Monument, run today by the National Park Service.
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Fort Riley, Kansas

U.S. frontier military post. Situated at the confluence of the Smokey Hill and Republican Rivers in north-central Kansas, Fort Riley played an important role in both the Civil War and the Indian Wars. Construction of Fort Riley began in the spring of 1853. The installation was named for Brevet Brigadier General Bennett C. Riley, a career U.S. Army officer who had led the first military expedition down the Santa Fe Trail in 1829 and later distinguished himself during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Fort Riley was one of a series of posts—including Leavenworth (1827), Scott (1843), and Atkinson (1850)—established by the U.S. government to protect travelers, commerce, and settlers during the years of westward expansion. Fort Riley was designed in the manner of most western posts, and its buildings and fortification were constructed chiefly of limestone.

Fort Riley’s initial mission of protecting the frontier settlements from Indian attacks was revised somewhat after the Kansas-Nebraska Bill became law on May 30, 1854. With the opening of the two new territories for settlement, the garrison at Fort Riley was ordered to maintain peace and order between proslavery and antislavery settlers during the days of Bleeding Kansas. On September 14, 1856, Colonel Philip St. George Cooke and the 2nd Dragoons defused a potentially deadly situation at nearby Lawrence, Kansas, when they turned away a threatening Missouri militia of 3,000 men led by U.S. senator David Atchison. Just days earlier, Cooke had led 600 men to the territorial capital of Lecompton to prevent a free-state uprising encouraged by the abolitionist John Brown.

Fort Riley’s primary job, however, was providing for territorial frontier defense. During the 1850s, post commanders attempted to convince the Sioux, Cheyenne, Kiowa, and other area Native American tribes to allow whites to travel along the Smokey Hill and Platte River Trails. Soldiers from Fort Riley regularly escorted mail trains and patrolled trade and travel routes. In May 1857, soldiers from Fort Riley took part in Colonel Edwin V. Sumner’s campaign against the Cheyennes on the North Fork of the Solomon River.

During the Civil War, Fort Riley was populated with volunteer regiments and remained a staging point to protect westward trails and settlements. The volunteer soldiers held a harsher view toward Plains Indians than did the regulars who preceded them in the Kansas Territory, however. This was evident in March 1863 when a detachment fought a band of Pawnees and killed 10 of them.

In 1866 the need to protect crews building the Union Pacific Railroad increased Fort Riley’s importance. That same year, Lieutenant Colonel George A. Custer’s 7th Cavalry was stationed there. Soldiers from the post took part in many western campaigns and in the December 1890 Battle of Wounded Knee (South Dakota). In 1892 the School of Cavalry and Light Artillery began operations at the post, succeeded by the Mounted Service School in 1907 and the establishment of the permanent Cavalry School after World War I. Presently, Fort Riley is home to the 1st Infantry Division.
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Fort Sanders, Battle of

Event Date: November 29, 1863

Engagement during the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). In November 1863 as Union forces under the command of Major General Ulysses S. Grant faced off against the Confederates under General Braxton Bragg outside Chattanooga, Bragg and his subordinate Lieutenant General James Longstreet fell to quarreling. Confederate president Jefferson Davis approved a plan that sent Longstreet and two divisions east in an effort to reoccupy Knoxville, which had been taken by the Federals that summer.

Following the Battle of Campbell’s Station on November 16, Longstreet drove Union forces under Major General Ambrose E. Burnside into Knoxville and placed the city under siege the next day. After besieging the city for 11 days without result, the Confederate commander was determined to launch an infantry assault on the Union lines. The Union position at Fort Sanders—named after a Union officer killed in a preceding battle and formerly known as Fort Loudon—a redoubt anchoring the Knoxville defenses west of the city, was the easiest to approach. The attack, however, was poorly planned.

The Confederate assault on Fort Sanders began at dawn on November 29 in the cold and rain. An icy ditch and wire entanglements that Burnside’s men had constructed slowed the attackers, who were then cut down by Union rifle and artillery fire. The actual assault lasted roughly 20 minutes and resulted in a Confederate withdrawal. Longstreet called off a second planned assault. The Confederates suffered 780 casualties to only some 100 Union casualties.

Longstreet remained at Knoxville until the night of December 4, when he withdrew to winter quarters at Russelville. In the spring of 1864 he rejoined General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Longstreet’s defeat near Knoxville, coupled with Bragg’s defeat at Chattanooga, ensured that eastern Tennessee remained firmly in Union hands.
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Fort Smith, Arkansas

Strategic installation in the Trans-Mississippi theater. Located on the Arkansas River near the border of present-day Oklahoma, Fort Smith was originally constructed in 1817 and first garrisoned that December. The post was abandoned in 1824, but the U.S. Army reactivated it in 1838, to coincide with the removal of the Cherokees and Choctaws from points east to nearby Indian Territory (Oklahoma).

Between 1838 and 1846, the federal government significantly expanded the size of the fort. During those years, Captain Charles W. Thomas supervised construction. The plans included a stone wall 12 feet in height and from 2 to 3 feet thick, enclosing an area 600 by 400 feet, with blockhouse bastions, two stories high, at each angle. Principal outbuildings included two officer quarters, a barracks, a commissary, and a quartermaster storehouse, all of which were enclosed by the stone walls.

At the onset of the war in 1861, Fort Smith was the U.S. Army’s primary supply depot for frontier posts farther west. When Arkansas seceded from the Union in May 1861, state troops took control of the fort, which the U.S. Army had already evacuated. As in the past, the Confederates used Fort Smith as a major supply depot for the Trans-Mississippi region and as a headquarters for their troops in Indian Territory. The fort was also employed to help guard against Union incursions into Arkansas, Texas, and Louisiana.

Fort Smith saw no fighting but was the base from which the Confederates launched numerous expeditions, including those culminating in the Battles of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), and Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862). Confederate troops were defeated in the last two battles, and on August 30, 1863, the fort fell into Union hands, for Union troops now controlled Indian Territory near the fort. The post remained in Union control for the rest of the war.

At the end of the Civil War, Fort Smith was in very poor condition. By 1870, two fires had destroyed the officers’ quarters, and in 1871 the government closed the facility. In later years, Fort Smith was used as the site for federal executions by hanging; some 86 men were executed here. The city of Fort Smith, Arkansas, founded in 1817, is now the state’s second-largest city.
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Fort Stedman, Battle of

Event Date: March 25, 1865

Engagement during the last days of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). By March 1865, Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia had been entrenched around Petersburg and Richmond for nine months. Realizing that it was only a matter of time before his outnumbered forces were overrun, Lee decided on an effort to break the lines of Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s Army of the Potomac. Lee ordered Major General John Brown Gordon to lead an attack against part of Grant’s force. If the attack proved successful, Lee planned to break out and link up with Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s army in North Carolina.

Gordon chose Fort Stedman, a key redoubt on the right of the Union line east of Petersburg, as the point of his attack. Fort Stedman was selected because of its proximity to the Confederate lines and because there were fewer wooden chevaux-de-frise protecting it. A Union supply depot was also less than a mile behind the fort. After taking Fort Stedman, the attackers were to clear the neighboring fortifications and make way for the main attack, which would lead to the main Union supply base of City Point.

The attack was launched in the predawn hours on March 25. It involved about half of the infantry available in the Army of Northern Virginia. Although the attack was initially successful, with Fort Stedman taken and a gap about three-quarters of a mile wide opened in the Union line, a counterattack led by elements of Major General John G. Parke’s IX Corps soon reversed the tide of battle. Brigadier General John F. Hartranft’s division in particular played a crucial role in driving back the attackers.

Lee’s hopes of breaking Grant’s lines had been dashed. In the battle his army suffered some 4,000 losses (600 killed, 2,400 wounded, and 1,000 taken prisoner) to far smaller Union losses of 72 killed, 450 wounded, and 522 missing or captured. The heavy Confederate losses, on top of those already suffered, greatly weakened Lee’s badly depleted force.

The assault on Fort Stedman proved to be Lee’s last offensive of the war. Furthermore, other Northern troops were able to capture Confederate entrenchments on the right of Lee’s line that had been weakened by the siphoning of men for the attack on Fort Stedman. Union major general Philip Sheridan arrived at Petersburg the next day, March 26, bringing Grant’s strength there up to 122,000 men, well more than double that of Lee. The stage was now set for the fall of Petersburg and Richmond during the first week of April.
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Fort Stevens, District of Columbia

Union redoubt located in Washington, D.C. Fort Stevens was among 60 forts defending the U.S. capital from Confederate attack. The fort was initially named Fort Massachusetts and then was renamed Fort Stevens in honor of Brigadier Isaac Ingalls Stevens, who was killed at the Battle of Chantilly (September 1, 1862) in Virginia. Fort Stevens was located in the northern part of the city. The fort originally had a perimeter of 168 yards and was defended with 10 cannon and a garrison of 200 men.

Fort Stevens was expanded after Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s near approach to Washington on his way to Maryland after the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). The newly expanded fort boasted 19 guns and a garrison of more than 400 men.

The fort was the site of the Battle of Fort Stevens (July 11–12, 1864), the only civil war engagement fought within the city limits of Washington, D.C. The engagement occurred during Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s Washington Raid (June 28–July 21, 1864). At the time, Early was commanding much of II Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, as well as elements from the Shenandoah Valley. His men arrived near Fort Stevens on July 11, and Early sent skirmishers forward to engage Fort Stevens as well as nearby Forts Slocum and DeRussy. President Abraham Lincoln had been visiting Fort Stevens and witnessed the exchange.

That night, Union troops from VI and XIX Corps arrived as reinforcements. Early had planned an assault on Fort Stevens for July 12 but, seeing the reinforcements, called off the attack. Instead, his troops skirmished heavily with the defenders for much of the day. Lincoln, who was again at the fort, came under fire and was admonished, “Get down, you fool!” The president promptly complied. That night Early’s troops withdrew, ending the Washington raid. Although Early had achieved little, he had nonetheless fully captured the attention of Union leaders, who now ordered a robust response under Major General Philip Sheridan. The resulting Shenandoah Valley Campaign ended in Early’s total defeat.
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Fort Sumter, South Carolina, Confederate Bombardment of

Event Date: April 12, 1861

Confederate attack that began the Civil War. Of the major federal military installations in the Deep South, in early April 1861 only Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, and Fort Pickens on Santa Rosa Island off Pensacola, Florida, remained in Union hands. After a month of seeking a way to resupply Sumter and hoping for a cooling of Southern passions, U.S. president Abraham Lincoln concluded that he had to send relief expeditions to these forts or surrender them to the South. The risk was that supplying the forts might cause Virginia and other border states to secede.

On April 10, a relief expedition sailed for Sumter. Commanded by Gustavus F. Fox and consisting of only two warships—the screw sloop Pawnee (8 guns) and the Revenue Service side-wheeler Harriet Lane (4 guns)—they escorted the unarmed troop and supply ship Baltic, carrying 200 reinforcements and supplies. The side-wheel steam frigate Powhatan (16 guns) was to have been included, but Lincoln secretly diverted it to relieve Fort Pickens without informing Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, although its absence probably did not affect the outcome at Sumter.

On April 6 Lincoln directed State Department clerk Robert S. Chew to proceed to Charleston and inform Governor Francis W. Pickens that Lincoln had ordered the resupply of Major Robert Anderson’s garrison at Sumter. Chew was instructed to inform Pickens that this would be “of provisions only” and that if no armed attempt was made to thwart this effort, no additional men, arms, or ammunition would be introduced without prior notification or a Confederate attack.
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Pickens promptly informed Confederate president Jefferson Davis in Montgomery, Alabama, and Davis ordered Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard at Charleston to demand the surrender of Fort Sumter. If refused, Beauregard was to reduce it. Beauregard made this demand on April 11. Following an unsatisfactory reply from Major Anderson, Beauregard ordered fire opened before the Union relief expedition could arrive.

Firing against Sumter commenced at 4:30 a.m. on April 12, 1861. Beauregard and some 500 men shelled the fort with 30 heavy guns and 18 mortars. Anderson had only 85 men and 43 civilian engineers. Fort Sumter held 43 guns, but to conserve ammunition, Anderson ordered return fire restricted to 6 guns only. At about 7:00 a.m. Captain Abner Doubleday, Anderson’s second-in-command, fired the first shot in defense of the fort. The firing continued all day, with the Federals firing slowly to conserve ammunition. That night Fort Sumter ceased fire, but the Confederates still lobbed an occasional shell at the fort. Although the Union relief expedition had arrived off Charleston Harbor, rough weather precluded any attempt to launch boats to resupply Sumter, and without the powerful Powhatan, Fox was reluctant to expose his ships to enemy fire.

Heavy Confederate shelling recommenced on April 13, while Union return fire was limited to one gun every 10 minutes. With the Confederate batteries holding the Union ships at bay, with Sumter nearly out of food, and with fires having broken out in the fort, after 34 hours of bombardment Anderson arranged a truce on the afternoon of April 13 and formally surrendered on April 14.

As part of the terms of capitulation, Sumter’s garrison was permitted to run the American flag back up the flagpole and fire a 100-gun salute to it. Firing commenced at 2:00 p.m., but on the 50th shot, powder sparks ignited stacked shells, which exploded, killing one Union soldier outright (Private Daniel Hough) and wounding two others, one (Private Edward Galloway) mortally. They were the only casualties in the engagement that began the bloodiest war in U.S. history. Anderson and his garrison were subsequently evacuated by the Union ships off Charleston and returned to the North.

The shelling of Fort Sumter galvanized opinion on both sides. It ended any sympathy in the North for the Confederate cause. With the South having fired on the U.S. flag, a patriotic fervor swept the North. Whether Lincoln had intended to maneuver the South into this is unclear, but on April 15 he declared the existence of an “insurrection” and called for 75,000 volunteers to serve three months. America was now at war with itself.
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Fort Sumter, South Carolina, Dahlgren’s Attacks on

Start Date: September 7, 1863

End Date: September 9, 1863

Union attempts to recapture Fort Sumter. Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren, who took over command of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron from Rear Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont in June 1863, was determined to succeed in an attack on Charleston where his predecessor had failed. From July to September 1863, the major combatants of Dahlgren’s South Atlantic Blockading Squadron kept up a naval bombardment of the city’s defenses, supporting Major General Quincy A. Gillmore’s attacks against Fort Wagner on Morris Island.

Although repeated Union efforts to take Wagner met rebuff, on August 17 Gillmore was able to open a weeklong bombardment of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, supported by ironclads. On August 21 Dahlgren attempted a night attack on Sumter that failed when the Passaic grounded about a half mile from the fort. Although the ironclad was freed, this delay caused cancellation of the attack. Dahlgren vacillated between a daylight assault or another night attempt, but on August 23 he mounted another night attack. He repeated this at close range on September 1, the monitors suffering little in the exchange, but the fort held.

Gillmore, meanwhile, opened long-range shelling of Charleston itself. He claimed that its purpose was to drive Confederate shipping from the city’s wharfs, but the effort seems to have been largely an artillery exercise and only hardened Southern determination. Finally, after repulsing several attacks with heavy Union losses, on September 6 the Confederates abandoned Fort Wagner.

On September 7 Dahlgren mounted a major attack on Fort Sumter, pummeling the fort from the monitors Passaic, Patapsco, Lehigh, Nahant, Montauk, and Weehawken. The Union ships drew little response except from Fort Moultrie on Sullivan’s Island. The Weehawken, however, grounded between Fort Sumter and Cummings Point, and all the Union ships were subjected to a heavy attack at daybreak from the shore batteries. Dahlgren called in the powerful ironclad New Ironsides to cover the stranded Weehawken. The New Ironsides anchored some 1,200 yards from Fort Moultrie, engaging it and driving its gunners to cover. That day the New Ironsides fired 483 shells and was struck at least 70 times in return but was not seriously damaged. The New Ironsides finally withdrew after having expended all its ammunition. That afternoon the Weehawken refloated, and all the Union ships withdrew. In the exchange the Passaic was hit 51 times, disabling the turret.

Dahlgren then ordered a boat attack against Sumter from Morris Island. On the night of September 8–9, Commander Thomas H. Stevens led some 400 sailors and marines in more than 30 boats. The Confederates were waiting. Alerted to the Union plan as a consequence of the recovery of a signal key from the wrecked ironclad Keokuk, the defenders held their fire until the boats were nearly ashore, then opened up with cannon, small arms, and hand grenades, while their own ironclad Chicora provided enfilading fire. The attack began and ended so rapidly that the Union ironclads New Ironsides, Lehigh, and Mohawk were not able to get into position to provide covering fire. Union losses were 6 killed, 15 wounded, and 106 men taken prisoner, 11 of them officers.

This failure brought to an end Union offensive operations in Charleston Harbor. All the ironclads were in need of extensive repairs at Port Royal, and it would be weeks before these could be effected. The other forts continued to hold out, and the Confederates moved some of their heavy guns from Fort Sumter to the more powerful works of Forts Moultrie and Jackson.

Charleston did not fall to Union forces until February 1865, after Major General William T. Sherman’s troops had cut its land communications with the rest of the South.
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Fort Sumter, South Carolina, Du Pont’s Attack on

Event Date: April 7, 1863

First Union attempt to capture or close Charleston. Charleston, South Carolina, was a powerful symbol to both sides in the war. Northerners saw it as the “Cradle of the Rebellion,” where the first shots of the war had been fired. Quite apart from its ongoing blockade-running, Northern leaders wanted to try to close or to take Charleston. Indeed, Union operations against the city developed into the longest campaign of the war.

Flag Officer Samuel F. Du Pont commanded the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron with forces off Charleston. Immediately after the Battle of Port Royal Sound/Hilton Head Island (November 5–7, 1861), he had appealed in vain for a joint army-navy operation against Charleston. If it had ever existed, the opportunity soon vanished. Following the failure of the Stone Fleet in December 1861 to block the main ship channel, leaders in Washington, including Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles and Assistant Secretary Gustavus V. Fox, favored an assault by ships alone in which the Union ironclads would push past Fort Sumter and force Charleston to surrender, much in the fashion of the capture of New Orleans. Du Pont, however, consistently held that the city would only be taken through a combined land and sea assault, but substantial Union land assets were not available. This did not deter Fox, who saw it as an opportunity for the navy to win glory, without army assistance. Indeed, by December 1862 there was considerable pressure on the navy to offset Union failures on land.

Charleston was well prepared. By 1862 it was probably the best-defended port in the Western Hemisphere and was certainly the Southern city best able to withstand a seaborne assault. Charleston boasted an integrated defensive system of some 385 land-based guns in three separate defensive tiers, two ironclad rams (two others were under construction), obstructions blocking the river and harbor approaches, torpedoes (underwater mines), and prepared positions into which available Confederate troops could be moved on short notice.

Strong tidal currents in the harbor were a problem for the slow Union monitors. The shallows of Charleston Bar blocked direct entrance to the harbor, and navigation in and out was difficult even in normal times. The wide and deep main ship channel was the only safe approach, but it was well covered by guns on Morris Island, Fort Sumter, and Sullivan’s Island. Any attacking naval force reaching the harbor mouth would be subjected to fire from three sides: Battery Gregg, Fort Sumter, and Fort Moultrie. Sumter, of brick, and Moultrie, of masonry-faced earth, were the two most powerful works in the defensive system. All except Sumter were earthworks or masonry-clad earthworks, low lying and difficult for naval gunfire to destroy.

In early October 1862 Welles summoned Du Pont to Washington for discussions. Du Pont was not impressed by the department’s belief that ships alone would be successful, and he continued to press Fox for additional ironclads. Ultimately the department sent all but one of the navy’s new monitors.

Du Pont was also concerned about the monitors’ mechanical problems and harbored doubts about their ability to destroy shore fortifications. As a test of their new XV-inch Dahlgrens, on four occasions between January 27 and March 3, 1863, Du Pont sent ironclads against Fort McAllister, a Confederate earthwork on the Ogeechee River in Georgia. Little damage was inflicted. A worried Du Pont wrote to a friend that “If one ironclad cannot take eight guns, how are five to take 147 guns in Charleston harbor?” In spite of their ability to withstand punishment, it took nearly seven minutes to ready one of the giant XV-inch guns for firing, slowing its paired XI-inch gun to the same rate. This rate of fire rendered these ships simply incapable of inflicting in a short span of time the sort of damage necessary to reduce shore fortifications.

Du Pont’s flagship for the operation, the broadsides ironclad New Ironsides, with half the firepower of the Union fleet at Charleston and the best suited of all its large ships for shore bombardment, posed a problem because of its deep draft and lack of maneuverability. Du Pont’s ships would also have to navigate around numerous obstacles in the channel. Should one become hung up, it would be easy prey for destruction by the shore batteries. Torpedoes posed another significant threat. Du Pont hoped to partially deflect this threat with John Ericsson’s so-called bootjack, a raft equipped with grapples and shaped to fit around the monitor’s bows and pushed ahead by it.
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The bombardment of Fort Sumter, Charleston, South Carolina, by Union ironclads, April 7, 1863. Illustration from Harper’s Weekly. (Library of Congress)

The Confederate defenders, although mistaken in their expectation of a joint army-navy assault, nonetheless anticipated Du Pont’s basic plan. They expected the Union monitors to run to several hundred yards from Fort Sumter, where they would be protected from the parapet and upper guns of the fort, and then attempt to breach the fort. Du Pont’s plan had the squadron running the outer Confederate defenses as well as Fort Sumter and then destroying Sumter from the north and northwest.

Ironclads were relatively safe from return fire at a range of 1,200–1,300 yards, and Captain John Rodgers of the monitor Weehawken suggested that the ships form an arc formation and then anchor at that distance, both to improve their accuracy of fire and to keep them safe from torpedoes. Du Pont, however, preferred an attack at half that distance, even with the increased risk to his ships, in order to enhance the accuracy of his relatively small number of guns and their slow rate of fire. Du Pont planned to employ nine ships, all ironclads: the seven monitors, the New Ironsides, and the hybrid Keokuk.

Du Pont ordered that the Union ships not return fire from the batteries on Morris Island. They would steam into the harbor and then without anchoring open fire against Sumter 600–800 yards from the northwestern face of the fort. After his squadron had reduced Sumter, the ironclads, joined by the five wooden ships of his reserve squadron, could shell Confederate batteries on Morris Island.

The ships got under way at 12:30 p.m. on April 7, 1863, steaming in line-ahead formation. By 1:15, all were moving up the main channel. The leading Weehawken, however, experienced problems with its torpedo raft, which was working up and down against the ironclad and actually loosening its armor. Captain Rodgers ordered it cast adrift.

At 2:10 p.m. the Weehawken encountered the first Confederate obstructions extending across the main channel from Fort Sumter to Fort Moultrie, a series of buoys supporting a tangled mass of rope. Rodgers inspected the obstacles as best he could from the pilothouse, and a torpedo exploded nearby or under the Weehawken, slightly lifting the ironclad but doing no damage. Believing that the obstructions were too formidable and being fearful that his own ship or others following might become entangled and be held in place under the Confederate shore batteries, Rodgers turned his ship aside, throwing the remainder of the Union line into further confusion and ending Du Pont’s plan of running past the point with the heaviest concentration of Confederate firepower.

At about 3:00 p.m. the battle opened when Fort Moultrie opened fire on the Weehawken. Guns on Morris Island and at Fort Sumter then joined in. Soon nearly 100 guns and mortars had commenced firing. Du Pont gave the signal, and the Union ships then commenced fire on the eastern and northeastern faces of Fort Sumter.

The battle continued at ranges of between 550 and 800 yards for nearly two hours, with the ships having difficulty maintaining position in the current. Thick smoke made it difficult for the crews on the ships to see their target of Fort Sumter. In the exchange, the ironclads sustained some 400 hits, and a number were damaged. The hybrid ironclad Keokuk was the hardest hit.

With the tide having turned and dusk approaching, Du Pont broke off the engagement at 4:30 p.m. Because of their relatively small number of guns, the Union ships had fired only 139 rounds; the Confederates had fired 2,229 rounds. Casualties were slight on both sides. The Confederates suffered 4 dead or mortally wounded and 10 with lesser injuries. The Union ships had 1 killed and 22 wounded. The Confederates had beaten back a major Union effort and gained a considerable victory.

Du Pont informed Welles that he had intended to resume the battle the next day but changed his mind on receiving damage reports from his captains. The Keokuk’s crew was struggling to keep their ship afloat, and five of the monitors were either wholly or partially disabled. Interestingly, the only nonmonitor in the action, the New Ironsides, which had taken more than 60 hits, reported no serious damage, but it also had remained at some distance and only fired one broadside.

Although Union engineers worked during the night to repair the monitors, Du Pont became convinced that another attack would have turned “a failure into a disaster.” The Keokuk sank the next morning when a wind came up. The Confederates later recovered its two XI-inch guns as well as an important signals book. On April 12 Du Pont ordered the monitors to Port Royal, leaving the New Ironsides as the sole ironclad on Charleston station.

Du Pont’s prudent position regarding another attack on Charleston became widely known in the North and was mistakenly perceived as defeatism. Although Welles assured Du Pont of the Navy Department’s continued confidence, there were soon calls for Du Pont’s removal. Following some deliberation, Welles recalled the admiral on June 3. Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren ultimately replaced Du Pont. Dahlgren’s own efforts against Charleston would also end in failure. The city did not fall until February 18, 1865, with the arrival of Union land troops under Major General William T. Sherman.
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Fort Sumter, South Carolina, U.S. Efforts to Relieve

Start Date: December 1860

End Date: April 1861

Federal operations to resupply and reinforce Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. On November 15, 1860, Major Robert Anderson, a Southerner who owned slaves and was thus thought able to communicate with the secessionists, was appointed to command the small U.S. garrison at Fort Moultrie in Charleston, South Carolina. On December 11 Anderson received word that Secretary of War John B. Floyd, a Virginian and secession sympathizer, had denied his request for reinforcements. The next day in Washington, President James Buchanan, seeking to avoid a confrontation with South Carolina authorities, also declined to send reinforcements, a decision that led Secretary of State Lewis Cass to resign.

With Fort Moultrie vulnerable to land attack, on the night of December 26 Anderson relocated his men to the more easily defensible Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. This Third System masonry fort, as yet incomplete, was located on an artificial island of 70,000 tons of granite deposited on a sandbar at the mouth of Charleston Harbor and controlled access to it. Anderson’s action enraged South Carolina authorities.

South Carolina forces then occupied both Fort Moultrie and Castle Pinckney ringing Charleston Harbor, in effect the first act of military aggression by South Carolina against the United States. South Carolina authorities also seized the U.S. Revenue Service Cutter William Aiken and all remaining federal properties in Charleston, with the exception of Fort Sumter.

In a stiffening of resolve, President Buchanan finally agreed that something must be done to resupply and reinforce Anderson’s small garrison. The War Department chartered the side-wheel steamer Star of the West, which sailed from New York City on January 5, 1861, with supplies and 200 reinforcements. Efforts to keep this operation secret failed when the Northern press published news of the ship’s sailing and its intended mission. This information was telegraphed to Charleston.

Early on January 9 when the Star of the West arrived off Charleston Harbor and attempted to reach Fort Sumter, cadets of the Military College of South Carolina (the Citadel), manning batteries at Fort Moultrie and Morris Island, opened fire on the ship, which then ran up a large 20- by 40-foot American flag. This failed to deter the gunners, who proceeded to hull the ship twice. These were the first hostile shots of the Civil War, although President Buchanan refused to consider it an act of war, as no blood had been shed. His ship moderately damaged, the captain of the Star of the West returned to New York. On January 11 Anderson rejected demands by South Carolina governor Francis W. Pickens that he surrender the fort to state authorities. Anderson refused similar demands on January 15 and January 18.

The situation was at a stalemate, but on March 3 Confederate president Jefferson Davis appointed Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard to command Confederate forces at Charleston and ordered him to begin planning for the reduction of Fort Sumter by force.

On March 4 Abraham Lincoln succeeded Buchanan as president of the United States. Lincoln also held off regarding a decision on Sumter, hoping for a cooling of Southern passions and the avoidance of war. But after Lincoln had been in office for nearly a month and with Sumter running out of supplies, a decision could no longer be put off, even though this would run the risk of Virginia and other border states also seceding. The same situation held true regarding Fort Pickens on Santa Rosa Island off Pensacola, Florida, the only other U.S. fort in the seceded Southern states remaining in Union hands.

Lincoln discussed with his cabinet a relief expedition for Sumter. Secretary of State William Seward argued against it in the belief that this would probably lead to war and cause Virginia to secede; he proposed evacuating Sumter and holding on to Pickens. General in chief Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott agreed with Seward; Scott favored evacuation of both forts in the belief that this would ensure the loyalty of the eight slaveholding states still in the Union. When Lincoln polled his cabinet on the matter, only Postmaster General Montgomery Blair and Interior Secretary Caleb B. Smith favored an expedition to Sumter. The other five members were opposed.

Lincoln was torn, but he believed that he had to take some action. Northern opinion was hardening against the South, and the press was demanding that something be done to reinforce Sumter. Former U.S. Navy officer Gustavus V. Fox, brother-in-law of Blair and introduced by him to the president, assured Lincoln that the navy could run boats filled with supplies and men to Sumter under the cover of darkness and protected by that fort’s guns and those of nearby ships. Fox seems to have reinforced Lincoln’s own view that both Anderson and Scott were unduly pessimistic.

Ignoring the simpler course of evacuating Sumter and holding on to Pickens, on March 30 Lincoln ordered Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles to prepare a relief expedition for Sumter based on the plan drawn up by Fox. The expedition was to be ready by April 6, with Lincoln to make the final decision at that point. The key warship in the planned relief of Sumter was the powerful side-wheeler steam frigate Powhatan (11 guns). The ship was at the Brooklyn Navy Yard. Having only recently returned from a lengthy cruise and in poor repair, it was to be decommissioned and its engines disassembled. Welles now revoked these orders and instructed that the ship be readied for the Sumter expedition.

Lincoln was still vacillating on a decision regarding the relief of Forts Pickens and Sumter when Seward, accompanied by U.S. Army captain Montgomery Meigs and U.S. Navy lieutenant David Dixon Porter, on April 1 presented the president with his own plan to reinforce Fort Pickens. Accompanied by the Powhatan, the large steam transport Atlantic would ferry 600 men along with artillery and supplies to Fort Pickens. Porter assured Lincoln that if he were given command of the frigate, he could guarantee success. Following discussion, Lincoln agreed with Seward’s proposals and personally signed the orders. Seward and Porter convinced Lincoln to bypass Welles, claiming that if the Navy Department was involved, disloyal clerks there would immediately inform Confederate authorities, thereby losing any chance to save Pickens. Lincoln’s decisions to bypass Welles and appoint a lieutenant to command a frigate were major breaches of established naval procedure.

On the morning of April 2, Porter presented himself to Captain Andrew H. Foote at the Brooklyn Navy Yard. Foote was immediately suspicious of Porter, concerned that this might be a ploy to turn the Powhatan over to the South, but Porter eventually convinced Foote to proceed and not to inform Welles. Working around the clock, men at the yard managed to have the frigate ready for sea in only four days.

Welles, unaware of Seward’s machinations, was himself meanwhile assembling the squadron for Sumter. Several telegrams from Seward, however, convinced Foote that Welles did not know what was planned for the Powhatan, and Foote hinted at the true situation in a telegram that immediately aroused Welles’s suspicions. Matters came to a head late on the night of April 5 when Welles confronted Seward. The two men then met with Lincoln at the White House, and over Seward’s protests, the president ordered the Powhatan restored to the Sumter expedition.

Seward continued his duplicitous ways. Instructed by Lincoln to notify the Brooklyn Navy Yard immediately, Seward delayed sending the telegram until 2:30 p.m. on April 6. He also did not note that this decision was by Lincoln’s order. Thus, Foote did not receive the telegram until 3:00, a half hour after the Powhatan had sailed. Foote immediately sent an aide in a tug that overhauled the frigate, but Porter refused to obey the telegram, stating that his orders came directly from the president and that it was too late for him to change his plans. The Powhatan continued out into the Atlantic.

On April 6 also, Lincoln directed State Department clerk Robert S. Chew to proceed to Charleston and there inform Governor Francis W. Pickens that Lincoln had ordered the resupply of Anderson’s garrison. Chew was instructed to inform Pickens that this would be “supplies only” and that if no armed attempt was made to thwart this effort, no additional men, arms, or ammunition would be introduced without prior notification or a Confederate attack. On April 7 Beauregard ordered all intercourse ended between Union troops holding Fort Sumter and Charleston.

Thus, the Sumter expedition with Fox in charge that sailed on April 10 consisted of two warships only—the screw sloop Pawnee (8 guns) and the Revenue Service side-wheeler Harriet Lane (4 guns)—along with the Baltic, carrying 200 men and supplies. Although the absence of the Powhatan probably did not change the outcome at Sumter, the chain of events involving the frigate says much about Lincoln administration decision making at the beginning of the war.

Before the Union expedition could arrive off Sumter and acting on orders from Davis, Beauregard demanded Anderson’s surrender. When the latter refused, at 4:30 a.m. on April 12 the Charleston shore batteries began a bombardment of the Union fort. Although the U.S. ships arrived off Charleston Harbor during the shelling, rough weather and the absence of the Powhatan led the Union commanders not to attempt any reinforcement. After Sumter’s surrender on April 14, the ships evacuated the Union garrison.
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Fort Taylor, Florida

See Fort Jefferson and Fort Taylor, Florida
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Fort Wagner, South Carolina, Siege of

Start Date: July 10, 1863

End Date: September 7, 1863

Union operation during the ongoing campaign against Charleston. In the early summer of 1863, there were important command changes in Union forces operating against Charleston, South Carolina. In June 1863, Brigadier General Quincy A. Gillmore relieved Major General David Hunter as commander of the Department of the South and X Corps, and Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren replaced Rear Admiral Samuel Du Pont as commander of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. While Dahlgren continued naval gunfire against the forts defending Charleston from the sea, Gillmore, raised to major general on July 10, planned to approach Charleston from the southeast by securing Morris Island.
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The Union assault on Fort Wagner, Morris Island at Charleston, South Carolina, July 18, 1863. The Confederate defenders turned back the Union assault spearheaded by the African American 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment. Although a Union defeat, the battle proved the valor and fighting ability of African American soldiers. (The Illustrated London News Picture Library)

Morris Island lies just to the south of the principal entrance to Charleston Harbor and Fort Sumter. In 1863 Morris Island boasted two Confederate forts: Battery Gregg and the more powerful Fort Wagner (also known as Battery Wagner). Battery Gregg was situated at the northern tip of the island, while Fort Wagner was to its south. Situated between the Atlantic Ocean on the east and a swamp on the west, Fort Wagner measured about 100 by 250 yards in size. Of sand and earth supported by logs and sandbags, the fort’s walls were some 30 feet in height. A bombproof shelter in the fort’s interior was capable of holding 900 men. Fort Wagner mounted 14 guns, the largest of which was a 10-inch columbiad. The land face was protected by a ditch 10-feet wide and 5-feet deep designed to fill with water at high tide, supplemented by land mines and sharpened palmetto stakes.

Brigadier General William B. Taliaferro was the fort’s commander. On July 10 under heavy shelling from Union-held Folly Island to the southwest and Dahlgren’s ships, Brigadier General George C. Strong’s 3,000-man brigade of Gillmore’s X Corps made a surprise landing on the southern tip of Morris Island. Confederate troops at the landing site fled north to Fort Wagner, where they encountered reinforcements hastily rushed there from Charleston. Strong’s men took 150 prisoners and a dozen guns and might have had Fort Wagner itself had they not paused to establish a beachhead. Strong’s men then worked their way north toward Wagner as the Confederate withdrew into the fort.

Strong was unaware of the fort’s strengths and that its garrison had been strengthened. At dawn on July 11 he launched an attack with only three regiments. Some men of the leading 7th Connecticut Infantry managed to reach the ramparts, but the supporting 9th Maine Infantry and 76th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiments were driven back by what was now heavy Confederate fire. The First Battle of Fort Wagner resulted in Union casualties of 49 killed, 123 wounded, and 167 missing; Confederate losses were only 6 dead and 6 wounded.

Gillmore now settled in for a siege that ultimately involved some 40 cannon and mortars and 6,000 troops against about 1,300 Confederates. Throughout the operation, Dahlgren supported the land effort with naval gunfire.

Believing that the Confederate defenses had been somewhat neutralized, on July 18 Union forces mounted a second major assault. As six of Dahlgren’s ironclads shelled Battery Wagner, Union land forces from Brigadier General Truman Seymour’s division launched two ground attacks, the first by Strong’s brigade. Despite the naval cannonade, the defenders repulsed the Union infantry assault spearheaded by Colonel Robert G. Shaw’s 54th Massachusetts Regiment of African American soldiers with white officers. Shaw was among the dead. Colonel Haldiman S. Putnam, commanding the trailing brigade, led the second assault. It also failed, and he too was killed. Although some of the second attackers gained the fort, they were forced to withdraw when a third assault, by troops under Brigadier General Thomas C. Stevenson, failed to materialize.

In the two assaults of the Second Battle of Fort Wagner, the attackers suffered an appalling 1,515 casualties. Strong was mortally wounded, while Seymour was severely wounded. For his conduct in the battle, Sergeant William H. Carney of the 54th Massachusetts became the first African American soldier awarded the Medal of Honor. The Confederates sustained only 36 dead, 133 wounded, and 5 missing.

His land assault having failed, Gillmore now resumed shelling the fort, supported by fire from Dahlgren’s ships. Gillmore’s engineers also managed to position a battery capable of firing on Charleston, and on August 22 Gillmore began a long-range shelling of the waterfront area of the city, which he held to be a valid target because of its war industries.

Union troops, meanwhile, intensified their siege of Fort Wagner, inching their trenches closer to the fortress. Having endured nearly two months of shelling and with Union troops poised for yet another assault the next day, during the night of September 6–7 the defenders evacuated Fort Wagner by boat. The Confederates also evacuated Fort Gregg the same night. Union forces arriving there captured three boats and some 50 men and also extinguished a lit fuse leading to the fort’s magazine. Fort Wagner became Fort Strong, and Battery Gregg was renamed Fort Putnam for Colonel Putnam.
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Fort Warren, Massachusetts

Union prison facility in Boston Harbor. Situated on George’s Island, a 53-acre island in Boston Harbor, Fort Warren covered 28 acres and was a notable prison camp during the Civil War. The pentagonal fort was constructed over a number of years, but by the time of its completion the post was practically obsolete from a coastal defense perspective. It was, however, used as a training ground for naval and militia forces and as a patrol point for Boston Harbor.

In early 1861, Fort Warren became the site of a training depot for state volunteers, and for several months it was also the home of the 14th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment. Beginning in the late summer of 1861, the fort gained notoriety as a prisoner-of-war camp for captured Confederates, most of whom were naval personnel. The fort also housed numerous political prisoners during the conflict.

Fort Warren was notable for its compassionate treatment of prisoners, and by war’s end it was considered the best facility of its kind in the North. Among those held here were Confederate diplomats James M. Mason and John Slidell, seized by the U.S. Navy in the Trent Affair. After the war, Confederate vice president Alexander H. Stephens was also held there.

In 1947 Fort Warren was permanently decommissioned. Following several years of restoration, it was turned over to the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, which maintains it to this day. Fort Warren can be reached via ferry from Boston.
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Foster, John Gray

Birth Date: May 27, 1823

Death Date: September 22, 1874

Union officer. John Gray Foster was born in Whitefield, New Hampshire, on May 27, 1823. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1846 and entered the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) in January 1847 as a second lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers. Foster participated in several battles, including Veracruz, Contreras, and Churubusco, for which he was brevetted. He played an important role in the U.S. victory in the Battle of El Molino del Rey on September 8, 1847, but was severely wounded and almost lost a leg, earning a second brevet.

Foster remained in the army and was assigned to the Corps of Engineers and, promoted to first lieutenant in 1854, was an assistant professor of engineering at West Point from 1855 to 1857. At the start of the Civil War in April 1861, he was a captain serving as chief engineer at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. After the surrender of that post, he went to Washington, D.C., and was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers in October 1861. He performed effectively in the Battle of Roanoke Island (February 7–8, 1862) and the Battle of New Bern (March 14). He then served as military governor of New Bern, North Carolina, and on July 6, 1862, assumed command of the Department of North Carolina. That same month he was promoted to major general of volunteers. He left North Carolina in November 1863 and saw service during the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). He then replaced Major General Ambrose Burnside as commander of the Army of the Ohio, a post that Foster held until February 1864, when he was badly injured from a fall from a horse.

In May 1864, now fully recovered, Foster headed the Department of the South and took part in Major General William T. Sherman’s operations against both Savannah and Charleston. In February 1865 Foster received Charleston’s surrender. He spent the remaining weeks of the war in Florida and was brevetted to major general in the regular army. After the war, Foster resumed regular duty as a major of engineers. He was promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1867.

Foster wrote Submarine Blasting in Boston Harbor, Massachusetts: Removal of Tower and Corwin Rocks in 1869, a manual on underwater demolition. He died, still on active duty, at his home in Nashua, New Hampshire, on September 22, 1874.
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Foster, Robert Sanford

Birth Date: January 27, 1834

Death Date: March 3, 1903

Union officer. Robert Sanford Foster was born on January 27, 1834, in Vernon, Indiana, and eventually settled in Indianapolis, where he became a tinsmith. In the early spring of 1861, he joined the 11th Indiana Infantry Regiment as a captain; that June he transferred to the 13th Indiana as a major. Dispatched east, he saw action at the Battle of Rich Mountain (July 11, 1861). Advanced to colonel on April 30, 1862, Foster led a regiment during the Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). That summer his regiment was sent to Suffolk, Virginia, where Foster held a temporary brigade command as Union troops fortified their position there. On June 12, 1863, he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers and dispatched to Charleston, South Carolina.

Foster participated in Union siege operations against Charleston in July 1863 and the winter of 1864. In the early spring of 1864 he was sent to Florida, but soon thereafter he returned to southeastern Virginia. Foster subsequently became chief of staff for Major General Quincy A. Gillmore’s X Corps in the Army of the James and saw action during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), where he also held a divisional command. In March 1865 Foster was brevetted major general of volunteers. On April 2, 1865, as Confederate forces abandoned the city, Foster’s division launched numerous assaults against Fort Gregg, a strategic Confederate stronghold. He was subsequently brevetted major general for his actions that day.

After President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination on April 14, 1865, Foster was chosen to sit on the military commission charged with trying the conspirators. On September 25, 1865, he resigned his commission and mustered out of the army. Back in Indianapolis, he became the city’s treasurer, served as a U.S. marshal, and was president of the Indianapolis Board of Trade. Foster died on March 3, 1903, in Indianapolis.
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Foster, Stephen Collins

Birth Date: July 4, 1826

Death Date: January 13, 1864

Composer of popular mid-19th-century music. Stephen Collins Foster was born in Lawrenceville (now part of Pittsburgh), Pennsylvania, on July 4, 1826. He was self-taught on the flute and the violin and could pick out tunes on the piano at a young age. In 1844 Foster’s first printed song, “Open Thy Lattice, Love,” was issued.

As a young man, Foster headed down the Ohio River to work as a bookkeeper for his brother. Foster was struck by the singing of slave deckhands on the steamer during the trip, and from then on the influence of African American music was strong in the songs he continued to write. Some of his tunes, such as “Old Uncle Ned” and “Oh! Susanna,” were published and gained fast popularity. As a result, Foster decided to make songwriting his career and returned to Pennsylvania around 1849.

At that time, minstrel shows were a popular form of stage entertainment. In them white performers in blackface mimicked a variety of African American stereotypes. Foster eventually composed about 30 songs for minstrels and gave one such group, the famous Christy’s Minstrels, exclusive first-performance rights to all new songs he wrote, including “Camptown Races,” “Massa’s in de Cold, Cold Ground,” and “My Old Kentucky Home.”

Foster wrote some of his finest songs between 1850 and 1856, among them “Jeanie with the Light Brown Hair” (1854) and “Gentle Annie” (1856). Unfortunately, his family always lived beyond its means and was plagued by debt and borrowing. In 1857 Foster sold future rights to already-published songs to settle overdrawn royalty accounts. By 1860, he was overdrawn at his publishers again, and he sold all future rights for $1,600. He settled debts in Pennsylvania and moved his family to New York.

Foster soon succumbed to alcoholism, financial despair, and a broken marriage. He died on January 13, 1864, at Bellevue Hospital in New York City. During his lifetime, Foster wrote about 200 songs and a few instrumental works. Many were in the sentimental vein so popular at the time—love songs or nostalgic evocations such as “Old Dog Tray.” In some there are hints of European traditions—the Irish in “Jeanie with the Light Brown Hair,” genteel British American stage music in “Stay, Summer Breath,” and even Italian opera in “Beautiful Dreamer,” published posthumously. A few were Civil War songs supporting the Union, among them “We Are Coming, Father Abraham.”
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Fourteenth Amendment

The second of three so-called Reconstruction Amendments. The Fourteenth Amendment was first proposed to the states by Congress on June 13, 1866, and was ratified and added to the U.S. Constitution two years later, on July 9, 1868. The amendment dealt with numerous issues of antebellum and reconstruction America, including the nature of citizenship, the ability of states to define and categorize its voters, and the impact of the war on the people and their debts. There are five sections to the Fourteenth Amendment.

The first section addresses the nature of what it means to be an American citizen, an issue that became a major point of contention again in the late 20th and early 21st centuries with increased concern over illegal immigration into the United States. The issue arose from U.S. Supreme Court chief justice Roger B. Taney’s 1857 decision in the Dred Scott case that found that African Americans were not citizens of the United States. Taney based his conclusion on the idea that the nation’s founders had not intended African Americans to be included in the ideals of the Declaration of Independence or the Constitution.

When the Civil War ended, the problem of citizenship rights for former slaves was unresolved because of the Dred Scott precedent. Without quick action by Congress, the 1857 decision would be the basis of any future case law in the United States regarding the rights and privileges of African Americans. In order to overturn the Dred Scott decision, Congress proposed in Section 1 of the Fourteenth Amendment that all persons born in the United States are automatically citizens of the United States. This provision meant that any person born within the boundaries of the United States was a citizen, no matter the status of their parents or ancestors. Another significant part of the amendment is the due process clause of Section 1. This provision requires the individual states to guarantee citizens’ due process and equal protection under the law. This section has allowed the U.S. Supreme Court to interpret the Bill of Rights, which originally was left solely to the states. This reinterpretation was a fundamental change in the U.S. legal system, as it made the national government the definer and protector of the rights of all citizens, a role previously held by the states.

Section 2 of the amendment set the first constitutional minimum standard for eligibility to vote. The requirements stipulated that to be eligible to vote, a person had to be male, had to have attained the age of 21, and had to be a citizen of the United States. The Fifteenth Amendment specifically mandated that the franchise could not be denied or abridged on the basis of race or previous condition of servitude. The Nineteenth Amendment of 1920 modified this to include women, while the Twenty-Sixth Amendment of 1972 lowered the voting age to 18.

Section 2 of the Fourteenth Amendment also included a provision for punishing states that disenfranchise part of their eligible voter population, which at the time was correctly assumed would be used against African Americans. Congress was given the power to reduce the offending state’s membership in Congress by the same percentage as the disenfranchised portion of the population. Following the end of Reconstruction in 1877, this provision of the Amendment was not enforced by the federal government. The provision found new life, however, with the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Fears of the return of Confederate leaders to national and state offices led to Section 3. It specifically targeted former leaders, political and military, of the Confederate States of America who had served at either the national or state levels prior to the war. They were not to be allowed to hold government office, civil or military, unless specifically exempted by a two-thirds vote in both houses of the U.S. Congress.

Section 4 stipulated that debts incurred by the United States to fight the Civil War were valid and would be paid. On the other hand, the debts of the Confederacy and its member states incurred during the rebellion against the United States were not valid, including any claims for the loss of slaves, and thus would not be paid by the United States or the states. In Section 5, Congress ensured its authority on these issues by giving itself the power to enforce the amendment by any necessary legislation.

DONALD E. HEIDENREICH JR.
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Fox, Gustavus Vasa

Birth Date: June 13, 1821

Death Date: October 29, 1883

U.S. Navy Department assistant secretary. Born in Saugus, Massachusetts, on June 13, 1821, Gustavus Vasa Fox was a student for two years at the Phillips Academy in Andover. He entered the navy as a midshipman on January 12, 1838, and was promoted to passed midshipman on May 20, 1844. Fox saw action in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) in the brig Washington and participated in the second expedition against Tabasco, Mexico, in January 1847. He was promoted to master on August 29, 1851, and to lieutenant on July 9, 1852. Given leave earlier to learn about steam propulsion, he resigned from the navy on July 10, 1852, to command mail steamers. In July 1856 he entered private business as an agent of the Bay State Mills in Lawrence, Massachusetts.

The secession crisis brought Fox to Washington to aid his brother-in-law—the politically prominent Montgomery Blair of Maryland, who became postmaster general in President Abraham Lincoln’s cabinet—in pushing for an expedition to relieve the U.S. garrison at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. Fox proposed running ships past the Confederate shore batteries at night. President James Buchanan rejected the project, but the inauguration of Lincoln gave it new life, and Lincoln ordered Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles to proceed. Fox secured command of the expedition, which sailed on April 10 but numbered only two warships—the screw sloop Pawnee and the side-wheeler Harriet Lane—escorting the unarmed troop and supply ship Baltic, with 200 men and supplies. Fox arrived off Charleston on April 12, only to find Fort Sumter already under fire. Following Major Robert Anderson’s surrender the next day, Fox evacuated the small U.S. garrison to New York.

Lincoln was impressed with Fox, however, and offered him a naval command, which Fox turned down to accept in May 1861 the position of chief clerk in the Navy Department headed by Welles. Lincoln had already promised the creation of a new position, that of assistant secretary of the navy, to which Fox was advanced on August 1, 1861.

Fox and Welles worked together seamlessly. Hard-working and a gifted administrator with a gregarious personality who knew how to get along with others, Fox handled most of the day-to-day departmental administrative matters, leaving Welles free to set policy. Certainly Welles relied on Fox to an unusual degree because of the latter’s expertise in naval matters; the secretary’s only naval experience had been as a civilian administrator. Welles, however, was very much a hands-on administrator who made the final decisions. Welles did defer to Fox in many areas, especially the types of ships purchased at the beginning of the war for conversion to blockaders, ship armament, proceeding with the development of the XV-inch Dahlgren gun for the monitors, and—most fatefully—the emphasis on construction of shallow-draft ironclad monitors, as opposed to ironclad ships of the New Ironsides type. (Fox was an eyewitness to the battle between the Monitor and Virginia.)
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Assistant Secretary of the Navy Gustavus Vasa Fox played an important role in the Union successes at sea during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

Fox was an aggressive proponent of the Union naval operations against Port Royal, New Orleans, and above all Charleston. Welles also relied on him to shepherd naval appropriations through Congress. Fox was also close to Lincoln. The president enjoyed his company, appreciated his optimism, and was often a visitor in the Fox home.

Certainly Fox was a key figure in the Union victory. His biographer Ari Hoogenboom likens his role to that of the present position of chief of naval operations. Admiral David D. Porter believed that Fox was more responsible for the success of the Union Navy in the war than any other single individual. Fox resigned his post on May 22, 1866.

Within a few days, Fox received a six-month reappointment as assistant secretary of the navy when President Andrew Johnson sent him on a diplomatic mission to Russia to convey the nation’s congratulations to Czar Alexander II on having survived an assassination attempt. In a memorable voyage, Fox crossed the Atlantic in the monitor Miantonomoh, then steamed on to Kronstadt. Fox resigned his post again on November 26, 1866, and returned to the business world as an agent of the Middlesex Company in Lowell, Massachusetts, and then with Mude, Sawyer & Co., in Boston. Fox died in Lowell, Massachusetts, on October 29, 1883.
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France

West European nation and world power in the mid-19th century. France is located in northwestern Europe across the English Channel from Great Britain. At the time, France was bordered by Belgium to the northeast, various German kingdoms and Switzerland to the east, the Kingdom of Sardinia to the southeast, the Mediterranean Sea to the south, and Spain to the southwest. France has a long Atlantic coastline to its west. France encompasses 260,558 square miles and is a nation of great human, topographical, and climatic diversity. It had a population of approximately 37 million people in 1861. France’s brief flirtation with democracy from 1848 to 1852 (the Second Republic) ended when Louis Napoleon Bonaparte (Napoleon III), a nephew of Emperor Napoleon, proclaimed the French Second Empire. Napoleon III, an authoritarian yet enlightened ruler, immediately set about to strengthen France at home and abroad. He engaged in bold social engineering projects to improve the lot of the French people and modernize their institutions.

On the eve of the American Civil War, France was arguably the world’s most powerful nation next to Great Britain. Certainly France became the center of intense lobbying efforts by both Union and Confederate agents during the Civil War. Confederate authorities sought official government recognition and military intervention, while Union diplomats pressed the French to stay out of the conflict. In the meantime, Napoleon sought to carve out an empire in Mexico, prompting a bloody war against forces under Mexican president Benito Juárez.

At the beginning of the Civil War, the fledgling Confederate government knew that its best chance for survival centered on recognition by and the intervention of Great Britain and France. Although Confederate hopes for immediate recognition were quickly dashed, many Confederates believed that multiple reasons would impel the two nations to enter the war on the Southern side. Each nation depended on Southern cotton to fuel its booming textile industries. Also, as they shared common backgrounds and beliefs, much of the British and French nobility sympathized with the white Southern aristocracy. Many politicians in each nation favored destabilizing the United States, a growing global power and competitor, by supporting Confederate interests. The French, no less than the English, saw in the overwhelmingly agricultural South a ready market for their manufactured goods. Finally, French aspirations in Mexico, especially, rested on an independent Confederacy. Napoleon was quite cordial to Confederate diplomats and spoke often of attempting a European-led mediation between North and South. If the United States refused this request, the emperor argued, it would give France all the more reason to recognize the Confederacy and even possibly commit military forces to the war on the Southern side.

Beyond mere casual discussion, however, Napoleon was afraid to do anything definitive without British support. Although there were indeed pro-Confederate elements in British society, the British aversion to slavery and hesitation to enter a costly and bloody war against the United States (in return for minimal gain) prompted London to pursue a largely neutral stance during the war. While Napoleon was arguably more interested in helping the Confederate government, he refused to do anything unless the British took the lead. Thus, to the chagrin of Confederate officials, both nations maintained a shaky policy of neutrality during the course of the conflict.

In explaining Napoleon’s sympathies for the Confederacy, historians note his strong investment in Mexico. They point out that the French emperor took advantage of the American Civil War to pursue his dream of rebuilding a French-supported New World empire. Using the pretext of the Mexican government’s refusal to pay its foreign debts, Napoleon sent a large army to Mexico, beginning on January 6, 1862. Following more than a year of fighting, including an embarrassing loss to Mexican troops in the Battle of Puebla (May 5, 1862), the French captured the Mexican capital at Mexico City on June 7, 1863, overthrowing the legitimate Mexican government under President Benito Juárez. While Washington was adamantly opposed to the French invasion and saw it as a violation of the 1823 Monroe Doctrine, Washington could do nothing to counter the French presence because of the demands of the Civil War. Meanwhile, Napoleon had arranged for Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian, the second son of Archduke Franz Karl of Austria, to accept the throne of the newly established Mexican monarchy. Maximilian, now known as Emperor Maximilian I, arrived in Mexico on May 28, 1864, to claim the crown of the new French puppet state.

Maximilian had a difficult time maintaining power in Mexico for several reasons. For one, republican forces under Juárez continued to fight the French and began to score military victories in the spring of 1865. Furthermore, Maximilian attempted to rule as a progressive during his reign, limiting the power of the monarchy and introducing labor and land reform. These actions upset Mexican conservatives and left the emperor with few allies. Finally, following its victory in the Civil War, the U.S. government formally demanded the withdrawal of French forces from Mexico and dispatched 50,000 troops under Major General Philip Sheridan to the Mexican border. This compelled Napoleon to announce a French withdrawal on May 31, 1866, which led to the collapse of Maximilian’s government the following year. Mexican forces executed Maximilian on June 19, 1867, effectively ending Napoleon’s dreams of a Latin American empire.
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Franklin, Battle of

Event Date: November 30, 1864

Fierce engagement during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). After evacuating Atlanta, Georgia, on September 1, 1864, Confederate general John Bell Hood moved his forces northwest of the city to sever the rail lines supplying Major General William T. Sherman’s Union army. Failing to bring Hood to battle, Sherman returned to Atlanta and departed that city on November 15 to march part of his army across Georgia to Savannah. Sherman left about half of his force under Major Generals George Thomas and John Schofield to check Hood.

Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864)



	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength, approximate
	28,000
	22,000



	Killed
	189
	1,750



	Wounded and/or captured
	2,137
	5,500



	Missing (many of these presumed dead)
	1,000
	 




Reinforced by Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s cavalry, Hood marched westward into Alabama and then turned northward into Tennessee in November. Hood planned to isolate and destroy Schofield’s 30,000 troops before they could unite with the equal number of men under Thomas, holding Nashville. On November 29 Forrest’s cavalry and some of Hood’s infantry reached Spring Hill, where they could block Schofield’s line of march. However, Schofield cleared Confederate cavalry from the road after some skirmishing, while the Confederate infantry remained idle.

Infuriated at Schofield’s escape, Hood pursued and caught up with the Union general on the afternoon of November 30. The Union troops entrenched at Franklin, with the Harpeth River to their rear. Hood decided on a frontal assault on Schofield’s army, hoping to destroy it, as the river would block a Union escape. Forrest advised Hood to outflank the Union army instead, but Hood rejected this idea. Hood also chose not to wait for his artillery or Lieutenant General Stephen D. Lee’s corps to arrive, ordering a frontal assault without artillery support.

Late in the afternoon some 22,000 Confederate infantrymen charged the Union line, where Schofield had deployed about 28,000 defenders. Despite suffering heavy losses from Union artillery and rifle fire as they crossed the open ground, some Confederate units, including Major General Patrick Cleburne’s division, reached and broke the Union line near its center. Fierce hand-to-hand combat ensued as Schofield ordered reserves forward to seal the breach. The Confederate infantrymen were eventually driven back, and supporting attacks on the Union flanks by Confederate cavalry were also repulsed. Sporadic fighting continued until about midnight.
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Union and Confederate forces clash on Winstead Hill in the Battle of Franklin, Tennessee, November 30, 1864. (Library of Congress)

Confederate casualties totaled approximately 1,750 killed, including 6 generals, and 5,500 wounded or captured. Union losses amounted to 189 dead (although this number was surely higher, as some 1,000 men were listed as missing) and 2,137 wounded or captured. The Battle of Franklin virtually destroyed Hood’s army. Meanwhile, Schofield resumed his march and reached Nashville with little difficulty. Hood followed and in early December began a feeble siege of the city, which lasted until Thomas routed the remnants of Hood’s army in the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864).

JIM PIECUCH

See also

Cleburne, Patrick Ronayne; Forrest, Nathan Bedford; Franklin and Nashville Campaign; Hood, John Bell; Nashville, Battle of; Schofield, John McAllister; Sherman, William Tecumseh; Thomas, George Henry

Further Reading

Knight, James R. The Battle of Franklin: When the Devil Had Full Possession of the Earth. Charleston, SC: History Press, 2009.

Sword, Wiley. The Confederacy’s Last Hurrah: Spring Hill, Franklin, and Nashville. New York: HarperCollins, 1992.

_______________________

Franklin, William Buel

Birth Date: February 27, 1823

Death Date: March 8, 1903

Union officer. William Buel Franklin was born on February 27, 1823, in York, Pennsylvania. He graduated first in his class from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843. He was then assigned to the Corps of Topographical Engineers. He served with distinction during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was brevetted first lieutenant for his performance at the Battle of Buena Vista. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1853 and to captain in 1857, he worked on the construction of the new Capitol dome and other projects in the Washington, D.C.

With the beginning of the Civil War, on May 14, 1861, Franklin was advanced directly to colonel of the 12th U.S. Infantry Regiment. On May 17 he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers and given a brigade command. When Major General George B. McClellan took command of the Army of the Potomac, Franklin received command of a division. In May 1862 Franklin was appointed to command VI Corps, and in July he was promoted to major general of volunteers.

Franklin participated in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) as well as in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), where he commanded the Left Grand Division. Following the retreat and the famous Mud March, he was pilloried by Major General Ambrose Burnside for failure to execute his orders. Burnside caused extreme difficulties for Franklin during the remaining period of the war, such that Franklin did not regain corps command until late 1863 in the Department of the Gulf.

Franklin served as XIX Corps commander during the failed Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) until being severely wounded in the leg at the Battle of Mansfield (April 8, 1864). His wounds prevented him from serving in any field capacity for the remainder of his military career. In July 1864 he was traveling to Maine when he was captured by Confederate major Harry Gilmor, who was conducting a raid into Maryland at the time. Franklin was able to escape the next day, however. Franklin was brevetted major general in the regular army on March 13, 1865. Having mustered out of the volunteers in November 1865, he resigned his regular commission in March 1866. Franklin died on March 8, 1903, in Hartford, Connecticut, following a long and successful career with the Colt Firearms Manufacturing Company.

WILLIAM W. KELLY JR.
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Franklin and Nashville Campaign

Start Date: November 29, 1864

End Date: December 27, 1864

Confederate general John Bell Hood’s abortive attempt to divert Union military attention from the Deep South and carry the war north into Kentucky and toward the Ohio River. Hood, commanding the Army of Tennessee, began his ill-fated campaign on November 29, 1865; it ended in defeat on December 27.

Following Major General William T. Sherman’s capture of Atlanta on September 2, 1864, Hood withdrew northward, eventually into Alabama. The move promised important results. With a Confederate threat to his supply lines, Sherman might be forced to turn and attack the Army of Tennessee. Sherman did not oblige. Leaving one corps to garrison Atlanta, he marched east toward the Georgia coast to cut off supplies northward to General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia.

Assuming that Sherman had dispersed his forces, Hood then decided to cross the Tennessee River and strike middle Tennessee. Although his plan was somewhat vague, Hood hoped to eventually defeat the Union forces there, then advance toward the Ohio River. The problem was that the Union army in Tennessee was a powerful force, and Sherman had anticipated Hood’s move. With Sherman’s departure, Union major general George Thomas had charge of defending Tennessee, for which he had ample forces, with reinforcements dispatched by Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant once Hood’s intentions were clear.

Hood moved into Tennessee with some 30,000 infantry and 8,000 cavalry during the second week of November. Despite bad weather, the Confederate army advanced rapidly at first. It met a Union army of two corps under Major General John Schofield near Columbia, Tennessee, on November 24. Following the battle, Schofield’s outnumbered force withdrew slowly northward on November 29. Two divisions of Hood’s army pursued vigorously, moving into Spring Hill, about 10 miles from Columbia. The remainder of the army failed to attack, however, and Schofield slipped past, moving his forces into Franklin on the Harpeth River, about 25 miles above Columbia and 12 miles above Spring Hill. The Union forces then entrenched.

Hood, furious over the missed opportunity at Spring Hill, now launched frontal assaults against the Union positions. On November 30 before even his artillery could come forward, he hurled his troops against the Union lines in piecemeal, uncoordinated attacks. The Army of Tennessee suffered three times the number of casualties of the Union forces, losing nearly 7,000 men, including 6 generals killed and 6 others wounded. On the night of November 30, the Union forces moved out of Franklin toward the safety of Nashville, 25 miles to the north. On December 2 Hood’s battered army advanced on Nashville, where it would meet Thomas’s concentrated army of nearly 60,000 men, components of three field armies—the Army of the Cumberland, the Army of the Ohio, and the Army of Tennessee as well as miscellaneous other troops. Meanwhile, during Hood’s costly and ultimately disastrous campaign in Tennessee, Sherman advanced on Savannah.
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The Army of Tennessee was now in dire straits. Its losses had been staggering, morale was low, and it was unable to conduct offensive operations against a now vastly superior enemy force. Nonetheless, Hood’s campaign had come as a shock to the North. In less than three weeks, the Confederate army had moved from the Tennessee River in Alabama to the outskirts of Nashville, a city untouched by war for more than two years. Grant became impatient and instructed Thomas to attack Hood immediately. With Hood so far from his base, Grant saw the opportunity to destroy one of the three remaining Confederate armies. When Thomas failed to attack, prudently awaiting more troops and better weather, Grant made plans to replace him with Major General John A. Logan. For nearly two weeks, the opposing armies strengthened their positions. Aware that his own forces were inadequate to storm the Union positions, Hood waited for Thomas to attack. In the interim, Hood unwisely sent his cavalry to Murfreesboro, Tennessee, on an independent operation against a Union garrison there. As a result, the Confederates faced the ensuing Union attack without reconnaissance or adequate flank protection.

Thomas launched his attack on December 15, beginning the Battle of Nashville. Union forces struck with a devastating attack on the Confederate left, with several skirmishing advances elsewhere. Union infantry in the center of the line then joined with the cavalry for an envelopment of the Confederate left flank. The Confederate lines crumbled, and Union forces pushed forward nearly two miles before nightfall. The Union assault resumed on December 16, beginning with a two-hour artillery bombardment. Two Union infantry corps smashed into the Confederate left flank, and dismounted cavalry armed with repeating rifles reached the Confederate rear. Pierced in several places, the Confederate lines broke. Thomas nearly achieved the complete annihilation of a Confederate army. Hood retreated that night. Two weeks later, the remnants of the Army of Tennessee encamped in Tupelo, Mississippi. Hood resigned his command on January 13, 1865.
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Franklin’s Crossing, Virginia, Engagement at

Event Date: June 5, 1863

Opening skirmish of the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). On June 3–4, Confederate general Robert E. Lee began his second invasion of the North by withdrawing his Army of Northern Virginia from the lines around Fredericksburg and marching westward toward the Shenandoah Valley. To cover this movement, he ordered III Corps, commanded by Lieutenant General A. P. Hill, to remain at Fredericksburg until he was safely away. On June 5 Union major general Joseph Hooker, commanding the Union Army of the Potomac on the north side of the Rappahannock River opposite the Confederate lines, ordered Major General John Sedgwick to shadow Lee’s army with his VI Corps and determine the Confederate general’s intentions. Early that morning VI Corps, led by the 26th New Jersey and 5th Vermont Regiments, marched to Franklin’s Crossing near Deep Run and began crossing the river. The Federals came under intense fire and were repulsed.

Sedgwick ordered a crossing on pontoon boats, covered by artillery fire. His two regiments crossed the river, scrambled up the banks, and overran the Confederate rifle pits, capturing 35 prisoners. Thereupon his men advanced into the woods, where they met more Confederates, supported by artillery. In the ensuing fight, the Union regiments suffered 57 casualties, the Confederates but 6.

Sedgwick, convinced that Lee still held the Confederate lines in force, withdrew across the Rappahannock and so informed Hooker. Consequently, Hooker remained in place. Although Hill withdrew his corps the following day, Hooker remained unconvinced that Lee’s army was gone. On June 9 Hooker ordered a powerful cavalry reconnaissance that resulted in the Battle of Brandy Station.
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Fraser, Trenholm & Company

English subsidiary of John Fraser & Company, an exporting, shipping, and banking firm of Charleston, South Carolina. Fraser, Trenholm & Company played a key role in Confederate diplomacy, financing, and weapons procurement during the Civil War. Already well established by 1861, John Fraser & Company was managed by George A. Trenholm.

By early 1862, the firm had created an overseas office in Liverpool, England. The firm became the Confederacy’s chief foreign depository, where government accounts would be maintained and managed, Confederate currency would be exchanged, and financing for the war would be arranged. In the Liverpool office, E. L. Trenholm, George’s brother, oversaw the company’s business along with Charles Prioleau and James T. Welsman. Also, Confederate Navy agent Captain James D. Bulloch and Confederate Army agent Major Caleb Huse maintained offices with Fraser, Trenholm & Company. Confederate diplomats also made frequent use of the firm’s services.

In late 1862 and early 1862, Fraser, Trenholm & Company helped facilitate the Erlanger Loan, which was the Confederacy’s only major foreign financing arrangement. The firm also served as the monetary supplier for arms purchases and ship acquisitions and often redeemed cotton certificates, the proceeds of which were used to buy arms and other supplies abroad.

The company’s greatest contribution to the Confederate war effort came from its 50-ship blockade-running fleet that helped ferry millions of dollars’ worth of cotton from the Confederacy to Europe. The company exacted a fee for this, as it did for its finance and banking operations. It was estimated that in March 1863 alone, John Fraser & Company had earned $9 million in its blockade-running business. Fraser, Trenholm & Company also sold eight of its blockade-runners to the Confederate government during 1863 and 1864.

After the war the Liverpool office was shuttered, and the parent firm, John Fraser & Company, encountered numerous financial problems. It folded before the end of the 1860s.
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Frazer, John Wesley

Birth Date: January 6, 1827

Death Date: March 31, 1906

Confederate officer. John Wesley Frazer was born on January 6, 1827, in Hardin County, Tennessee. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1849. Commissioned in the infantry, by 1861 he was a captain stationed in the Washington Territory. In May 1861 Frazer resigned his U.S. Army commission to take a Confederate commission as lieutenant colonel of the 8th Alabama Infantry Regiment. He thereafter resigned that commission to take the colonelcy of the 28th Alabama Infantry, which he led competently during General Braxton Bragg’s Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). Remaining with the Army of Tennessee, Frazer was appointed brigadier general on May 19, 1863.

Late that summer Frazer, in command of some 2,500 men, was ordered to guard and hold the strategic Cumberland Gap in eastern Tennessee. In early September, Union forces under Major General Ambrose Burnside began moving toward Cumberland Gap. Burnside sent several brigades forward to menace the Confederate position and to deceive Frazer into believing that he was being encircled by a much larger force. The ruse worked, and on September 9 Frazer capitulated without a fight. Union troops then occupied Cumberland Gap, which they would hold until war’s end. Frazer was taken prisoner and detained at Fort Warren, Massachusetts, where he remained until his release on July 24, 1865.

Frazer’s hasty surrender without a fight enraged Confederate officials, and in February 1864 the Confederate Senate revoked Frazer’s commission. After his release, he was a planter in Arkansas before moving to New York City, where he was engaged in business. Frazer died on March 31, 1906, in New York City.
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Fredericksburg, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit created on April 22, 1861. The Confederate Department of Fredericksburg assembled 9,407 troops as part of the Provisional Army, most of whom were encamped at Brooke’s Station and its environs. The department’s jurisdiction included the area between the mouth of the Potomac River and Powell’s River, which took in counties on both sides of the Rappahannock River from its mouth to Fredericksburg. Colonel Daniel Ruggles briefly commanded the department but was succeeded by Brigadier General Theophilus Holmes, who remained in command until the department became the District of Aquia on October 22, 1861.
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Fredericksburg, First Battle of

Event Date: December 13, 1862

Major battle in northern Virginia. Northerners, shocked by General Robert E. Lee’s escape following the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), were further upset by Major General George B. McClellan’s procrastination in pursuing Lee and by a daring cavalry raid by Major General J. E. B. Stuart into Pennsylvania (October 10–12, 1862).
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The First Battle of Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862. Major General Ambrose E. Burnside’s Union troops repeatedly attacked General Robert E. Lee’s strong Confederate positions and were beaten back with 12,633 casualties, three times the losses sustained by Lee’s force. (Library of Congress)

On November 7, President Abraham Lincoln replaced McClellan as commander of the 120,000-man Army of the Potomac with Major General Ambrose E. Burnside. The new army commander wanted to shift his entire force 40 miles east to Fredericksburg and advance from there on the Confederate capital of Richmond. Fredericksburg, then a city of about 5,000 people, is on the Rappahannock River midway between Washington and Richmond, where the river turns suddenly south.

Lincoln favored this so-called covering approach to Richmond because it protected Washington. But he and Union general in chief Major General Henry W. Halleck were concerned that Burnside’s plan had the capture of the Confederate capital rather than the destruction of Lee’s army as its principal goal. But Burnside succeeded in convincing them, and on November 14 Lincoln approved the plan, providing Burnside moved quickly. Lincoln believed that the plan was doomed unless it could be swiftly executed. On the day he received Lincoln’s approval, Burnside, a capable administrator, regrouped his seven corps (three divisions in each) into Right, Center, and Left Grand Divisions of two corps each, commanded respectively by Major Generals Edwin V. Sumner, Joseph Hooker, and William B. Franklin. The remaining corps, under Major General Franz Sigel, became an independent reserve.

The next day, the Army of the Potomac began the march down the north bank of the Rappahannock River to Falmouth. Burnside arrived there on November 19, just ahead of the army’s rear guard. Sumner’s two corps were in position across the Rappahannock opposite Fredericksburg, and Burnside reported to Washington that “The enemy do not seem to be in force.”

Lincoln had wanted speed, and Burnside had given it. But now his army sat in place. Burnside cabled Washington that “As soon as the pontoon trains arrive, the bridge will be built and the command moves over.” But Burnside had assigned securing this to a subordinate, and for some reason the word “rush” had been deleted from the request. In retrospect, Burnside should have immediately gotten as many men as possible across the river and then built up a bridgehead; delay gave Lee time to reinforce.

At Fredericksburg, meanwhile, Lee united the two wings of his army, recently reorganized into two corps of about 35,000 men each. Lieutenant General James Longstreet commanded the five divisions of Lee’s first corps. Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson commanded the second. Lee also had about 8,000 cavalry and artillery personnel for a total of 78,511 men, supported by 275 guns, remarkably close to Burnside’s estimate of 80,000 Confederates. Lee concentrated his entire force except two brigades of cavalry.

Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862)
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	121,000
	78,500



	Killed
	1,284
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	Wounded
	9,600
	4,116



	Captured or missing
	1,769
	653




The first pontoon bridges did not reach Falmouth until November 25. A concerned Lincoln traveled south with Halleck to meet with Burnside the next day. With surprise now lost, Lincoln characterized Burnside’s plan as “somewhat risky” but left it up to Burnside when and how to make his crossing.

Across the river, Lee occupied strong defensive positions. Longstreet’s corps held the left, a seven-mile-long line from the Rappahannock River to Massaponax Creek on the right. This included the high ground of Marye’s Heights just west of rising open ground beyond Fredericksburg. Marye’s Heights had the further advantage of a sunken road and a stone wall at its base. When Longstreet had suggested placing an additional artillery piece in a particular spot, Colonel E. Porter Alexander told him, “General, we cover the ground now so well that we comb it with a fine-tooth comb. A chicken could not live on that field when we open on it.” Jackson’s corps occupied a longer stretch on the Confederate right, from Massaponax Creek southeast all the way to near Port Royal. Three of his four divisions were at eight-mile intervals from one another, while the last was in reserve near Guinea Station on the rail line to Richmond.

Lee anticipated that Burnside would attempt an attack farther up the Rappahannock but hoped that he would cross at Fredericksburg. This would enable Lee to summon reserves from Jackson’s corps and have sufficient numbers both to repulse the Union attack and counterattack and pin Union troops against the river.

Burnside hoped to carry the battle with sheer force of numbers. He had planned to cross farther downstream and then get in behind Lee, forcing him to defend the railroad line. But balloon reconnaissance revealed Confederate defenders there, so Burnside decided to attempt what Lee most desired: an assault at Fredericksburg, where Lee was strongest. Burnside now positioned his 121,492 effectives (in 18 divisions) and 312 artillery pieces; Sigel and the army’s reserve were near Manassas. With Jackson’s units strung out as much as 20 miles away, Burnside hoped that speed and sheer force of numbers would enable him to carry the day before Confederate reinforcements could arrive.

The Union attack would have two prongs, centered in the Left and Right Grand Divisions commanded by Franklin and Sumner. Hooker detached divisions from the Center Grand Division, two to Franklin and the other four to Sumner, so that the Left and Right Grand Divisions would each have about 60,000 men, including artillery and cavalry. Franklin’s job was to take the lower end of the ridge and then sweep northward along it, while the Confederates were held in position by Sumner’s attacks.

The Union crossing began before dawn on December 11 when engineers sought to throw six pontoon bridges across the Rappahannock for infantry and cavalry. When the engineers had spanned about half of the 400-foot-wide river, Brigadier General William Barksdale’s 1,600-man Mississippi brigade opened up from the west bank, preventing completion of the work. With his plans well behind schedule and Jackson’s men probably on the march, Burnside ordered the 147 Union guns posted on Stafford Heights to open up on Fredericksburg. For an hour the ground shook as each of the guns fired a round every two minutes. But the bombardment did not diminish the ardor or effectiveness of the Mississippians, who used the rubble to advantage and continued to shoot down Union troops working on the bridges. Not until the afternoon did the Federals use the pontoons as makeshift assault boats to get across the river. A Michigan regiment was the first to cross; as it cleared out the snipers, six bridges were at last put in place. But it was 7:00 p.m. before the last Union troops were on the other side of the river.

Lee chose not to contest the Union crossing, remaining in his defensive positions. Burnside was also cheered by balloon reports indicating that Jackson’s men were still in place. With nothing seemingly lost by the delay and while his troops looted Fredericksburg, Burnside spent all of December 12 positioning his forces and planning the assault.

When fog lifted at noon that day, Lee could see that this was the major Union effort and immediately ordered Jackson’s farthest divisions to begin their long march to him. Lee guessed that the Union attack would occur the next day and was determined to inflict as much damage as he could.
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On the morning of December 13, thick fog again shrouded Fredericksburg. Jackson asked permission to attack, which Lee rejected. About 10:00 a.m. the fog began to dissipate, and first the Union guns and then Confederate guns opened up, although Lee ordered his artillery not to return fire until Union troops came within range.

Sumner’s assault on the Union right fell on the heart of Lee’s defenses on Marye’s Heights directly behind the town of Fredericksburg. Here Confederate infantry two ranks deep defended the 400-yard-long 4-foot-high stone wall. They had deepened the sunken road behind the wall, throwing the spill on the townward side to create additional protection. Six hundred yards of open field stretched between this position and the town, now teeming with Union soldiers.

Union forces began their assault on Marye’s Heights at noon, and concealed Confederate guns soon opened up, cutting the attackers to pieces. Other Union attempts followed, supported by artillery beyond the river on Stafford Heights. Their commanding elevation and heavier weight of metal enabled the Union guns to rake the Confederate line at will.

Franklin’s advance on Jackson’s front achieved temporary success at Prospect Hill when Major General George G. Meade’s division of 4,500 Pennsylvanians briefly penetrated Confederate lines, threatening to get astride the lower ridge and roll up the defenders; however, Confederate reinforcements then drove the attackers back to their original positions.

Lee now reinforced the defenders at the wall to four ranks deep, where they laid down a rapid and continuous storm of lead. Throughout the afternoon, Burnside sent wave after wave of his infantry to the slaughter. Nightfall brought an end to this, but not before seven Union divisions had dashed themselves against the Confederate line in 14 different charges. No Union soldier ever reached the wall; few got within 50 yards. Expecting the Union assault to be resumed the next day, Lee had his army improve entrenchments. Burnside had expected to oblige Lee, but the usually aggressive Sumner convinced Burnside that this would only lead to further slaughter. On December 15, Burnside requested a truce to retrieve Union dead and those wounded who had managed to survive two days and nights of exposure without treatment. Lee obliged. That night Burnside’s troops, under cover of darkness and a heavy thunderstorm, recrossed the Rappahannock River.

The First Battle of Fredericksburg was Lee’s most one-sided victory. The Union side suffered 12,653 casualties, as opposed to only 5,377 for the Confederate force. The Confederates also recovered 11,000 Union firearms. On January 25, 1863, Lincoln replaced Burnside as commander of the Army of the Potomac with General Hooker.
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Fredericksburg, Second Battle of

Start Date: May 3, 1863

End Date: May 4, 1863

Engagement of the Chancellorsville Campaign. Overshadowed by the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), the Second Battle of Fredericksburg was an important part of the Chancellorsville Campaign (April–May 1863).

Union major general Joseph Hooker, commander of the 135,000-man Army of the Potomac, planned to make a secondary attack against General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, whose defensive position was along the Rappahannock River at Fredericksburg, while he crossed the river with three of his seven corps farther upstream and attacked the rear of Lee’s position. The aim of this planned double envelopment was to force Lee to evacuate the Fredericksburg position either by driving him south or compelling him to fight in the open. Lee’s army, consisting of Lieutenant General Thomas J. Jackson’s II Corps and only two divisions of I Corps (those of Major Generals Richard H. Anderson and Lafayette McLaws), numbered only 60,000 men.

Union operations began near Fredericksburg on the morning of April 29 when Major General John Sedgwick’s VI Corps and, shortly thereafter, Major General John F. Reynolds’s I Corps crossed the river and established bridgeheads south of the town. Lee soon perceived that the attack was a diversion and committed most of his army to counter Hooker’s turning movement. To defend the Fredericksburg line, Lee left in place Major General Jubal Early with his division of four brigades plus the brigades of Brigadier Generals William Barksdale and Cadmus M. Wilcox as well as much of the army’s artillery. Wilcox occupied a position at Banks Ford, and Barksdale occupied Marye’s Heights behind Fredericksburg, with Early’s division stretching to the south. The position was a strong one and utilized the same entrenchments of the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

Not until he had been directly ordered by Hooker to seize Fredericksburg and march to Chancellorsville did Sedgwick launch a serious attack. By this time Reynolds had joined Hooker, but Sedgwick still outnumbered Early by more than two to one. On the morning of May 3, Brigadier General John Newton’s division entered Fredericksburg. Early provided Brigadier General Harry T. Hays’s brigade to reinforce Barksdale, but the line was still thinly held. Newton’s first advance against Marye’s Heights was quickly driven back at the stone wall. Repeated frontal attacks, supported by a flanking attack by Brigadier General Albion P. Howe’s division, finally broke through Barksdale and forced Early to abandon his line. A regiment sent by Wilcox arrived too late to assist.

Early’s orders were that if he was forced to withdraw, he was to retire to the south to protect the army’s line of communications. This would have left the road to Chancellorsville open had not Wilcox realized the danger and conducted a delaying action to Salem Church where, reinforced by McLaws, the Confederates stopped Sedgwick.

On May 4, Lee turned his attention to Sedgwick. Early and the two I Corps divisions attacked Sedgwick, reoccupying Fredericksburg and causing him to withdraw across the Rappahannock that evening. Hooker made no move to assist Sedgwick.
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Fredericksburg Campaign

Start Date: November 15, 1862

End Date: December 15, 1862

Failed Union offensive in northern Virginia. Frustrated by Major General George McClellan’s failure to pursue General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia after the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), President Abraham Lincoln replaced McClellan with Major General Ambrose Burnside as commander of the Army of the Potomac on November 7, 1862. Burnside, with 120,000 troops, proposed to outflank Lee’s army, numbering nearly 80,000 men, by crossing the Rappahannock River at Fredericksburg, a city midway between Washington, D.C., and Richmond. With Lee’s army spread from the Shenandoah Valley east to the Rappahannock, Burnside believed that this maneuver would allow him to advance on Richmond, the Confederate capital. Although harboring doubts about the feasibility of the plan, Lincoln agreed to it, with the proviso that Burnside conduct it with dispatch.

Burnside, having reorganized the army into three grand divisions, put his army in motion on November 15, 1862, and by November 19 had concentrated his force across the river from Fredericksburg, which was then defended by only a token Confederate force. Instead of crossing the river immediately, Burnside decided to wait until pontoon bridges arrived. The bridges did not begin arriving until November 25, but by this time Lee’s army was arriving in force at Fredericksburg. Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s corps reached Fredericksburg on November 21, closely followed by Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s corps.

On November 25, although facing only part of Lee’s army, Burnside declined to attack until all the pontoon bridges had reached his army. By the end of November all the bridges were present, but so was the rest of the Confederate army, and Lee’s troops had entrenched on the high ground overlooking Fredericksburg. They had also secured other nearby crossing points. After exploring a downstream crossing and determining that it was too well defended, Burnside decided that crossing his army directly at Fredericksburg would be unexpected and successful.

Burnside began his crossing on December 11, but attempts by Union engineers to construct pontoon bridges were slowed by Brigadier General William Barksdale’s Mississippi Brigade, which occupied Fredericksburg and exacted a number of Union casualties with long-range rifle fire. The Union troops finally completed their crossing by the evening of December 11. The next day Burnside organized his forces for the assault. Lee’s army was deployed, with Longstreet’s corps defending Marye’s Heights outside of Fredericksburg and Jackson’s corps extending the line southeastward.

Despite brief success in penetrating Jackson’s line, the Union assaults on December 13 were a dismal failure. Massed attacks against Marye’s Heights resulted in horrific Union casualties. On December 14 Burnside suspended plans for additional attacks based on the objections of his subordinates and withdrew across the Rappahannock the following day, ending the campaign. The rapidity of Burnside’s initial movements did him credit, but the remainder of the campaign demonstrated his inability to seize the opportunities that he had in hand.
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Freedmen

Approximately 4 million former enslaved African Americans who were set free during or after the Civil War. Because of President Abraham Lincoln’s January 1, 1863, Emancipation Proclamation and the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, ratified in December 1865, nearly 4 million slaves were freed from bondage. The Thirteenth Amendment essentially codified the 1863 proclamation. The history of the freedmen in the United States is an important part of the period known as Reconstruction, which sought to rebuild and unify the nation following the Civil War.

The defeat of the Confederate States of America and the ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment ensured that the former slaves were now free. However, their precise legal, political, and economic status and rights were not entirely clear and remained in dispute during the Reconstruction period and beyond. Indeed, controversies arose between North and South as well as Republicans and Democrats over these issues. The plight of many former slaves after 1865 was precarious, to be sure. Although they now enjoyed personal freedom, many of them suffered from appallingly poor economic conditions and had little access to education and even less access to any type of medical care. Democrats—particularly in the South—worked furiously to ensure that African Americans were denied the right to vote and also endeavored to pass the so-called Black Codes, which relegated many African Americans to third-rate citizenship at best. This ignited a firestorm among many Republicans—especially the Radical Republicans—who sought to diminish the power of white elites in the South by granting freedmen more liberties.

In March 1865, the U.S. Congress established the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, also known as the Freedmen’s Bureau. The task of the bureau was to aid refugees (whites and blacks) of the Civil War, but particularly the freedmen. The widespread devastation in the South and the collapse of its economy prompted Congress to establish this agency, which was administered by the Department of War and headed by Major General Oliver Otis Howard.

The Freedmen’s Bureau had two principal objectives. First, it was to meet the immediate needs of the freedmen in terms of food, clothing, health care, and shelter. Second, it was to assist the freedmen in adapting to their new life of freedom by providing jobs, supervising job contracts, and promoting education (most slaves were illiterate). Resenting their defeat in the Civil War and generally opposed to any improvement in the condition and status of ex-slaves, most white southerners vehemently opposed the Freedmen’s Bureau, perceiving it as a threat to white supremacy. The Freedmen’s Bureau expanded medical facilities throughout the South, particularly in rural areas, and, in its greatest accomplishment, promoted the education of the freedmen, building more than 1,000 schools.

However, corruption in the Freedmen’s Bureau, insufficient resources, the lack of a sufficiently strong military presence to enforce its authority, and white southern opposition, including that of the Ku Klux Klan, hampered the bureau’s effectiveness. The Freedmen’s Bureau was disbanded in 1872. The end of Reconstruction in 1876 brought with it the withdrawal of all remaining federal troops from the South. This essentially ended Republican control of southern state governments, which in turn spelled the end of the U.S. government’s efforts to protect and promote the economic, social, legal, and political welfare of the freedmen. By the early 1880s, the prewar white power structure in the South was once again dominant, and ex-slaves slipped into a largely unseen morass of poverty and illiteracy. Not until well into the 20th century would serious attempts to reverse this injustice begin in earnest.
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A group of African American freedmen pose by a canal in Richmond, Virginia, April 1865. (Library of Congress)
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Freedmen’s Bureau

Federal agency created by the U.S. Congress to aid and protect former slaves, particularly in the South, after the American Civil War. After the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, the question of how freed slaves would be integrated into society became a point of considerable debate among Northern politicians. Some favored a laissez-faire approach, while others argued that it was the federal government’s responsibility to help former slaves assimilate into free society. Eventually the prowelfare contingency won out, and on March 4, 1865, President Abraham Lincoln signed legislation that led to the creation of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, which later became known as the Freedmen’s Bureau.

Major General Oliver Otis Howard served as commissioner of the bureau for the entirety of its existence. Howard, who wielded considerable military influence, divided the former slave states into 10 districts and appointed assistant commissioners for each. From the onset, Howard saw the bureau’s mission as temporary and hoped to gradually cut back on its programs year after year. Howard and many others in the bureau believed that if freed slaves were helped too much or for too long, it would make them dependent on the government for support. Many believed that the best hope for the former slaves was to become self-reliant as quickly as possible.

Many former slaves now enjoyed, for the first time, access to land, food allotments, medical help, fair labor practices, protection of basic civil rights, and educational benefits. By 1869 the bureau focused almost exclusively on education and the unpaid bounty collection for black veterans. By 1870 the bureau ended its work with education, and by 1872 it terminated its last efforts with bounties.

The efforts of the Freedmen’s Bureau were hampered in a variety of ways. For example, President Andrew Johnson deemed the bureau unconstitutional and vetoed a bill that would have extended its life and powers. Congress was able to muster enough votes to pass a much more moderate bill over Johnson’s veto, but the bureau was doomed to operate without the president’s support. During 1865, the bureau functioned without direct funding, and it was ordered to raise money for its operation from the selling of confiscated property under its jurisdiction. This strategy failed to provide sufficient funds, and by 1866 the bureau was given a budget, which was too small to pay for the hiring of enough agents to accomplish the massive job of tending to the needs of more than 4 million former slaves. In fact, at its highest manpower strength in 1869, the bureau employed little more than 900 agents (almost half of whom were clerks). To make matters worse, many Southerners resisted the bureau’s efforts at every turn. What is more, the bureau’s own ideology of temporary aid ultimately led to its demise.
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Freedom Day

See Juneteenth

_______________________

Free Labor

Labor that is provided and obtained in a free marketplace by normal employer-employee contracts versus slave labor. In the 1840s, “Free Labor, Free Soil, Free Men” was the cry on the northern U.S. frontier as the Louisiana Purchase lands became available for settlement. The Free Soil Party, founded in 1848 by disaffected Whigs and antislavery Democrats, adopted the phrase and added “Free Speech,” running Martin Van Buren for the presidency that year.

By “Free Labor,” advocates meant contract labor, by which individuals were free to contract with whichever employer they chose. This stood in stark contrast to labor in the South, dominated by slavery. Free labor champions feared that with the admission of Texas in 1845 and other western territories during and after the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), slavery, with its lower labor costs, would expand westward and drive free labor out. Increasingly, even industrial workers in the North viewed plantation slavery as a direct threat (and already slave labor was being used extensively in southern factories).

Ironically, Virginia slavery apologist George Fitzhugh, in his book Cannibals All! (1857), turned the free labor argument on its head by claiming that because slaves had no responsibilities and no worries, they were thus the only truly “free” laborers; northern industrial workers, he claimed, were enslaved. In stark contrast stood the movement for the Homestead Act, with its slogan “Vote Yourself a Farm” wherein proponents maintained that what gave land its value was the labor that went with it. This, in turn, posed a direct threat to the South, for there it was the slaves whose labor was mixed with the land. Several pre–Civil War efforts to pass a Homestead Bill failed because of southern opposition, but this did not keep the free labor/free soil forces from squaring off against southern expansion into the territories. Although the Free Soil Party lost ground in the 1852 elections, the territorial issue had not been resolved.

Ultimately, two main strategies appeared to deal with slavery expansion in the territories. The first, espoused by Senator Stephen Douglas of Illinois, was popular sovereignty. In Douglas’s view, each territory’s population should decide whether it wanted slavery or not. Douglas based his proposal for the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act on popular sovereignty, leading to chaos and bloodshed in the new Kansas Territory.

The second approach, of the Republican Party in general and Abraham Lincoln in particular, was to insist on no expansion of slavery into the territories. Lincoln flatly condemned slavery as evil and argued that it harmed workers and farmers in the North through unjust competition.

Free labor issues gained momentum with the Panic of 1857, which hit the North far worse than it did the South. When combined with the tariff, free soil and free labor became even more attractive as issues to workers in the North and proved pivotal in Lincoln’s 1860 election. It all tied directly to slavery, however, and the perception that the South, through forced labor, had an unfair advantage over workers in the North.

LARRY SCHWEIKART

See also

Fitzhugh, George; Free Soil Party; Kansas-Nebraska Act; Popular Sovereignty; Republican Party; Slavery

Further Reading

Earle, Jonathan H. Jacksonian Antislavery & the Politics of Free Soil, 1824–1854. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004.

Foner, Eric. Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of the Republican Party before the Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1970.

_______________________

Freeport Doctrine

Political philosophy enunciated by Democratic senator Stephen A. Douglas during the famous Lincoln-Douglas Debates. The so-called Freeport Doctrine established Douglas’s stand on slavery and its extension into U.S. territories. During the 1858 U.S. Senate campaign in Illinois between Republican challenger Abraham Lincoln and incumbent Douglas, seven debates were held, most of which focused on the sectional issues that were plaguing the nation by the late 1850s. During the second debate at Freeport, Illinois, on August 27, 1858, the primary issue was the expansion of slavery into new territories. Two months prior to their debate, Lincoln had stated during his “House Divided” speech that a nation could not survive half free and half slave. A year prior to that, Douglas stated that slavery could be prevented from spreading into the territories if the people living there refused to pass laws that favored or permitted slavery. However, he went on, if the inhabitants of a territory favored slavery, then they should be free to pass legislation that would permit slavery’s existence.

At Freeport, Lincoln asked Douglas to clarify his views on the viability of popular sovereignty after the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1857 Dred Scott decision, which held that slavery could not legally be excluded from the territories. Douglas pointed out that the decision guaranteed slave owners the right to transport slaves into a territory, but the will of the people living in the region determined the slavery issue. However, during the debate, Douglas admitted his belief that slavery could not exist in an environment unfriendly to the institution. These views by Douglas became known as the Freeport Doctrine.

Afterward Douglas found himself in a precarious position that threatened not only his reelection to the Senate but also his chances to garner the 1860 Democratic presidential nomination. Douglas’s stance at Freeport alienated Southern Democrats who sought a strict territorial slave code as well as some Northern Democrats who were upset because they opposed slavery on moral grounds. Lincoln, however, spent as little time as possible discussing the Freeport question in the following debates for fear that Republicans would soon arrive at the same conclusions that Douglas had reached. Lincoln stressed to antislavery voters that Douglas’s position was different from theirs by pointing out that Republicans supported the exclusion of slavery on moral grounds, whereas Douglas insisted that slavery was a local issue decided by the inhabitants and constitutionally protected.

By 1859, Douglas had abandoned his Freeport stance in hopes of pacifying Southern voters in his quest for the presidency. He even published an article on the principles of nonintervention in which he asserted that the Founding Fathers had originally intended to refrain from interfering in slavery’s expansion. However, Southerners continued to feel threatened by Douglas and the Northern Democrats. Indeed, many Southerners demanded that slavery be firmed up to ensure its survival and believed that Douglas did not share this goal. Southerners largely ignored Douglas’s attempt to take the middle ground and lobbied for a federal slave code. During President James Buchanan’s annual address to Congress in 1859, he stated that the Dred Scott decision was the final word on slavery in the territories. Douglas’s Freeport Doctrine failed to ease tensions on the issue of slavery in the territories and, in reality, actually heightened concerns in both the North and the South.
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Free Soil Party

Short-lived third party active in American politics from 1848 to 1854. The Free Soil Party developed out of the abolitionist-oriented Liberty Party under the leadership of U.S. senators Salmon P. Chase of Ohio and John P. Hale of New Hampshire. Dissatisfied with their party’s stance on the expansion of slavery, the annexation of Texas, and the rejection of the Wilmot Proviso, many antislavery Whigs (also known as Conscience Whigs) and Democrats (Barnburner Democrats) sought a third political alternative. Chase believed that the best means to end slavery was to first halt its expansion by forming a coalition of like-minded political allies. The inaugural Free Soil Party convention met in Buffalo, New York, on August 9, 1848. To please Whigs, the party’s platform supported federal funds for internal improvements; for Democrats, the platform provided for the election of civil officials and a revenue tariff.

The key issue that bound the Free Soil Party, however, was opposition to the expansion of slavery in the West. Avoiding a call for the immediate abolition of slavery, the Free Soil platform sought to end the expansion of slavery into the western territories in order to preserve that land for free-labor whites fleeing from cities in the East. Under the banner of “Free Soil, Free Speech, Free Labor and Free Men,” the Free Soil Party supported the Wilmot Proviso and the enactment of a Homestead Act. The party’s attempts to please its various political factions were evident in its nominees. For the presidential election of 1848, the party nominated former president Democrat Martin Van Buren, while the vice presidential nomination went to Massachusetts Whig Charles Francis Adams.

During the election of 1848, Free-Soilers succeeded in making slavery the central political issue of the campaign. The tactics of both Democrats and Whigs in assiduously ignoring the slavery issue had to be abandoned. Many voters, however, were unwilling to break with their traditional political parties. Military hero and Whig candidate Zachary Taylor captured the presidency with 163 electoral votes, followed by Democrat Lewis Cass with 127. Van Buren and the Free Soil Party failed to win a single electoral delegate, even though the party outpolled Cass in New York, Vermont, and Massachusetts and carried many counties in the North and the Midwest. Eight Free Soil candidates won seats in the Thirty-first Congress, while four additional candidates sympathetic to the Free Soil position won office with the help of the party.

Between 1849 and 1851, the influence and membership of the Free Soil Party declined, and disagreements over the future of the party emerged. Some, such as Joshua Giddings, argued for an independent third party. Others, such as Charles Sumner, favored aligning the party with northern Democrats. Many supported Sumner and returned to their own political alignments. With the Compromise of 1850, many believed that the question of slavery had been answered and returned to their original party affiliations. Some attempted to rehabilitate the Free Soil Party by expanding the issues that it was willing to endorse. Referring to themselves as Free Democrats in 1850, they sought to dominate the northern Democrat Party.

The remaining Free-Soilers nominated abolitionists John P. Hale and George Washington Julian as their presidential and vice presidential candidates for the 1852 election. Polling only 5 percent of the popular vote and winning no electoral votes, the Free Soil Party fared poorly and was essentially moribund. Many Free-Soilers, along with Free Democrats and Conscious Whigs, eventually found their way to the Republican Party, which was founded in 1854.

ROBERT W. MALICK

See also

Abolitionism and the Civil War; Adams, Charles Francis, Sr.; Chase, Salmon Portland; Compromise of 1850; Democratic Party; Giddings, Joshua Reed; Julian, George Washington; Republican Party; Sumner, Charles; Wilmot Proviso

Further Reading

Blue, Frederick J. The Free Soilers: Third Party Politics, 1848–54. Chicago: University of Illinois, 1973.

Laurie, Bruce. Beyond Garrison: Antislavery and Social Reform. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005.

Richardson, Darcy G. Other: Third Party Politics from the Nation’s Founding to the Rise and Fall of the Greenback-Labor Party. New York: iUniverse, 2004.

_______________________

Frémont, Jessie Benton

Birth Date: May 31, 1824

Death Date: December 27, 1901

American writer and political adviser. Jesse Benton Frémont was born Jessie Ann Benton on May 31, 1824, in Lexington, Virginia, the daughter of Missouri’s legendary Democratic U.S. senator Thomas Hart Benton. Through private tutors, she received a more advanced education than most women of her era. Because of the social standards of the day, her contributions to public life would come through the men in her life, first her father and later her husband, John Charles Frémont.

Against her father’s wishes, Benton married U.S. Army lieutenant John C. Frémont, a noted western explorer, in 1841. She would become her husband’s strongest supporter in his subsequent military and political careers, helping him write the official reports of his exploring expeditions. The vivid descriptions in these reports helped to increase interest in western settlement and made Frémont a celebrity. Before long, the reports were being published as best-selling stories.

In 1849 Jessie Frémont moved to California and used the political skills she had learned from her father to support her husband’s successful effort to become one of the state’s first two U.S. senators. When he ran for president in 1856 on the ticket of the newly formed Republican Party, she acted as his private secretary, handling his correspondence and also writing his biography. She was perhaps the first woman to have had such a direct role in a presidential campaign.

Early in the Civil War, Frémont encouraged her husband, now a major general commanding Union forces in Missouri, to adopt radical steps in regard to freeing slaves. On August 30, 1861, John Frémont’s emancipation proclamation declared slaves in Missouri “forever free.” This impulsive step was soon repudiated by President Abraham Lincoln, and Frémont’s military career soon ended.

As the family’s economic fortunes declined after the Civil War, Jessie Frémont’s writings, primarily accounts of her life and of her husband’s expeditions, helped them maintain financial solvency. John Frémont died in 1890. Jessie Frémont resided in California until her death in Los Angeles on December 27, 1901.
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Frémont, John Charles

Birth Date: January 21, 1813

Death Date: July 13, 1890

Union officer, politician, and explorer. John Charles Frémont was born John Charles Fremon in Savannah, Georgia, on January 21, 1813, the illegitimate son of a Virginia socialite and an impecunious French refugee. In 1837 Frémont entered the U.S. Army’s corps of topographical engineers as a protégé of Secretary of War Joel Poinsett. The following year Frémont became an enthusiastic supporter of Missouri senator Thomas Hart Benton and Benton’s vision for the westward expansion of the United States. Benton was not only one of the most powerful men in the Senate but was also a close friend and political ally of Andrew Jackson, who, although no longer president, still loomed large on the political landscape of the era. It was therefore particularly reckless of Frémont to provoke Benton’s fury by eloping with the senator’s daughter, Jessie. Once the deed was done, however, Frémont and his new bride succeeded in assuaging the unhappy father and winning him back as a patron for Frémont’s army career.
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John C. Frémont, shown here in the 1850s, was known as “The Pathfinder” for his exploring expeditions. With the beginning of the Civil War, he secured a major generalcy of volunteers and command of the Union Department of the West. Inept at higher command, Frémont soon clashed with President Abraham Lincoln over the issue of emancipation of the slaves and was removed from his post. (Library of Congress)

As a member of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, Frémont participated in and later led exploratory expeditions into the western territories of the United States and sometimes Canada and Mexico. In the late 1830s, these explorations led him into what later became Iowa, and in the early 1840s he led more dramatic explorations along the Oregon Trail and into the Sierra Nevada. Guided by renowned mountain man Christopher Houston “Kit” Carson, Frémont made a number of geographic discoveries in the West and won the nickname “the Pathfinder.” His explorations, which included considerable hardship and danger, and the publicity surrounding them helped encourage American migration into western areas, much to Benton’s satisfaction.

When the Mexican-American War began in 1846, Frémont was leading another exploratory expedition in the western mountains. That May after a band of Modocs attacked his party, Frémont attacked a Klamath fishing settlement in Oregon, resulting in a virtual massacre of the Native Americans there. Frémont himself was nearly killed in the engagement. Some weeks later without authorization, he led his band into California just prior to the official outbreak of hostilities and, with the aid of recent American settlers in the region, established the independent Bear Flag Republic. By that time, however, Frémont had become embroiled in a dispute with his U.S. Army superior in California, Colonel Stephen W. Kearny. Court-martialed and convicted of insubordination, Frémont was pardoned by President James K. Polk but resigned his commission.

As a civilian, in 1848 Frémont led another western expedition but, without Carson and other key guides, lost his way in the snows of the mountains. Several members of the party died, and Frémont and the others narrowly escaped. Landing on his feet again, Frémont became a U.S. senator from California, serving from 1850 to 1851. Meanwhile, gold discovered on his land in California made him a rich man.

In 1856 Frémont became the first presidential candidate of the newly organized Republican Party. He made a respectable showing in the general election, although he failed to carry his own state of California and lost the electoral vote to Democratic candidate James Buchanan. Taking advantage of Frémont’s popularity, President Abraham Lincoln appointed him a major general in the regular army, one of only four at the start of the Civil War; the appointment dated to May 14, 1861. Urged by Frémont’s supporters and friends, Lincoln gave him command of the strategically important Western Department; the president would soon regret his decision. Frémont immediately traveled to the department’s headquarters in St. Louis, where he reportedly spent several hundred thousand dollars to augment the city’s defenses but allowed his field commanders, armed with poor equipment, to engage the Confederates. Humiliating Union defeats at Springfield and Lexington, Missouri, caused Lincoln much angst. Nothing, however, could have prepared the president for Frémont’s unilateral August 30, 1861, emancipation proclamation in which the general essentially declared all slaves in the state owned by secessionists freed. In the meantime, he had imposed martial law in Missouri.

Lincoln was aghast with Frémont’s provocative and unauthorized move and immediately rescinded the order. By mid–September, Lincoln had also relieved Frémont of his command. On his part, Frémont believed his proclamation to be a clever war measure; Lincoln, however, saw it as unnecessarily alienating the border states and turning the conflict into an antislavery crusade, which he was not yet willing to do.

Following a brief hiatus with no command, Frémont became commander of the new Mountain Department in March 1862. He performed poorly, and his forces were outmaneuvered by those of Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson during Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). In June 1862 Frémont was assigned to command a corps in the newly organized Army of Virginia, but he refused to serve under its bellicose commander, Major General John Pope, and was relieved. Without a subsequent command, in 1864 Frémont resigned his commission and left military service. He is generally acknowledged to have been one of the Union’s most inept commanders.

After the war, Frémont lost most of his personal fortune. In 1878 President Rutherford Hayes appointed Frémont governor of the Arizona Territory, where he served from 1878 to 1881. Frémont died in New York City on July 13, 1890, having only months before been placed on the army’s retired list as a major general.
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Frémont’s Emancipation Proclamation

Unauthorized military order that outlawed slavery in Missouri. Major General John C. Frémont was commanding general of the Union Department of the West, a post to which he had been appointed in July 1861 by President Abraham Lincoln. Frémont was well known in the country as “The Pathfinder” for his exploring expeditions in the West and exploits resulting in the acquisition of California.

Missouri, part of Frémont’s jurisdiction, was a tinderbox of secessionist sentiments that had already seen a good deal of fighting between those determined to see the state join the Confederacy and forces loyal to the Union. The recent Union defeat at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861) and disagreements between Frémont and new provisional governor Hamilton Gamble caused many in Missouri to question Frémont’s effectiveness. In an effort to restore order and assert federal control over the state, on August 30 Frémont issued a proclamation addressing persons in rebellion in Missouri. He also issued his own emancipation proclamation that declared Missouri slaves “forever free.”

The proclamation defined the occupied areas of Missouri and stated that persons captured within the army’s lines and found guilty of crimes against the United States would be shot. Any person in Missouri engaged in rebellion against the United States would have his property confiscated and his slaves declared freemen.

When President Lincoln learned of Frémont’s action, he requested that the document be revised. The president feared that declaring the immediate and total emancipation of slaves might adversely affect relations with the remaining border states of Kentucky, Maryland, and Delaware and indeed might even cause them to secede from the Union. Lincoln ordered Frémont to change the proclamation so that it conformed to the Confiscation Act of 1861, which called for the emancipation of only those slaves actually involved in the Southern war effort. General abolition was not part of that policy.

Frémont refused to obey Lincoln’s order. Later terming the insubordinate general’s actions “dictatorial,” Lincoln had little choice but to relieve Frémont of his command in October 1861. The proclamation was then promptly rescinded. Although Lincoln was perhaps thinking about issuing a wider emancipation in the late summer of 1861, conditions on the battlefield and political exigencies made it virtually impossible to support Frémont’s actions at that point in time.
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French, Samuel Gibbs

Birth Date: November 22, 1818

Death Date: April 20, 1910

Confederate officer. Born in Mullica Hill, New Jersey, on November 22, 1818, Samuel Gibbs French graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843. Commissioned as a second lieutenant, he was assigned to Company F of the 3rd Artillery Regiment. He joined Brigadier General Zachary Taylor’s Army of Observation in Texas in 1845, then campaigned with Taylor’s army after the beginning of the Mexican-American War in 1846.

On September 23, 1846, French was brevetted first lieutenant for his performance in the Battle of Monterrey. He was wounded during the Battle of Buena Vista, earning a second brevet. At the field hospital after the battle, he became friends with Colonel Jefferson Davis, later U.S. secretary of war and then president of the Confederacy. French’s wound kept him out of action for the rest of the war, and he was eventually sent to Washington, D.C., for recuperation. In January 1848 French was promoted to captain and became assistant quartermaster.

French remained in the army until 1856, when he resigned his commission and retired to a plantation that he purchased near Greenville, Mississippi. When the Civil War began in 1861, he accepted an appointment from the governor of Mississippi as a lieutenant colonel of militia, and in October 1861 Confederate president Davis appointed him a brigadier general. Between July 1862 and June 1863, French held a number of regional commands and helped construct fortifications at Fort Fisher, North Carolina, and around Petersburg, Virginia.

French saw action during the Second Bull Run Campaign (August 26–September 1, 1862) and was promoted to major general on August 31, 1862. After commanding forces in North Carolina, he requested transfer west. He commanded a division in General Joseph E. Johnston’s army in Mississippi in the unsuccessful relief of Vicksburg and remained in Mississippi until May 1864, at which time Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk’s Army of Mississippi (later Polk’s Corps, Army of Tennessee) was sent to bolster Confederate forces under Johnston in northern Georgia.

French participated in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). On October 5 he led an assault on a Union fort at Allatoona, Georgia, but was criticized for breaking off the attack. French saw considerable action during General John B. Hood’s Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). Sidelined for several weeks with a severe eye infection, in early 1865 French was detailed to Mobile, Alabama, where he surrendered on April 12, 1865.

In the years following the Civil War, French was the Mississippi State levee commissioner. He later invested in orange groves in Florida. French also wrote a memoir of his time in the U.S. Army and the Confederate Army that was first published in 1901 in the periodical Confederate Veteran. French died on April 20, 1910, at Florala, Florida.
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French, William Henry

Birth Date: January 13, 1815

Death Date: May 20, 1881

Union officer. William Henry French was born on January 13, 1815, in Baltimore, Maryland. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1837 and saw action during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning two brevets in Mexico. A captain since 1848, he was commanding a small garrison in Texas in 1861. When Texas seceded and demanded that French surrender his post to state forces, he refused, leading his garrison to the Gulf of Mexico coast and then by ship to Key West. On September 28, 1861, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers.

French led a brigade during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). He held a divisional command at the Battle of Antietam (September 17) and was advanced to major general of volunteers on November 29, 1862. He subsequently saw action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). During the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), French took charge of a detachment of VIII Corps, Middle Department, which helped to destroy Confederate pontoon bridges across the Potomac River.

After Major General Daniel E. Sickles fell wounded at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), French took command of the depleted III Corps on July 7. During the subsequent Union pursuit of Confederate forces, French engaged the Confederate rear guard in the Battle of Manassas Gap (July 23), but his largely uncoordinated attacks and a stout Confederate defense allowed the Army of Northern Virginia to escape.

During the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863), it became abundantly clear that French was ill-suited for corps command. Moving too slowly, he compromised the entire operation, and commanding officer Major General George C. Meade blamed him for the campaign’s failure. When the Army of the Potomac was reorganized early the next year, French lost his field command. After that, he held only administrative or garrison posts. Brevetted through major general in the regular army, he mustered out of the volunteers in May 1864, reverting to his regular army position, lieutenant colonel of artillery.

French remained in the army after the war and held a series of commands on the West and East Coasts before retiring in July 1880 at the rank of colonel. French died on May 20, 1881, in Washington, D.C.
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Frietschie, Barbara

Birth Date: December 3, 1766

Death Date: December 18, 1862

Union patriot. Barbara Frietschie (Fritchie, Frietchie) was born Barbara Hauer in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, on December 3, 1766. When she was nine years old, the family moved to Frederick, Maryland. In 1806 she was married to John Caspar Frietschie, a successful glove maker. Little is known of Barbara Frietschie’s early life.

Barbara Frietschie’s fame comes from a brief single act of heroic patriotism on September 10, 1862, which is most likely apocryphal. According to legend, on that date when General Robert E. Lee and his troops occupied the town of Frederick, Frietschie, a now feisty 95-year-old, flew Union flags from her windows as Lee’s troops passed her house leaving the city. It is said that Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson gave the order to fire upon the house, but Frietschie pleaded for the Confederates to shoot her but leave the flag untouched. Allegedly moved by the woman’s patriotism, Jackson then countermanded his own order.

Historians have debated the authenticity of Frietschie’s story for years. Many sources credit the patriotic display to Mary Quantrill, on September 6, as the Confederates entered Frederick; Frietschie somehow became identified with the act when federal troops passed through Frederick days later. The account likely would have gone unnoticed had it not been for a poem written by the celebrated abolitionist and poet John Greenleaf Whittier. The poem, which immortalized Frietschie, was published in the October 1863 issue of Atlantic Monthly, a year after she died. It is said that when British prime minister Winston Churchill passed a replica of her house in Frederick during a 1942 visit, he recited out loud Whittier’s poem from memory. The poem goes:

“Shoot, if you must, this old gray head,

But spare your country’s flag,” she said.

A shade of sadness, a blush of shame,

Over the face of the leader came;

The nobler nature within him stirred

To life at that woman’s deed and word;

“Who touches a hair of yon gray head

Dies like a dog! March on!” he said.

Frietschie died in Frederick, Maryland, on December 18, 1862.
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Frontier, Union Army of the

Federal army formally created on October 12, 1862, with the primary responsibility of protecting Missouri from Confederate forces and pro-Southern Missourians. During September 1862, Confederate troops had invaded southern Missouri from Arkansas. At Newtonia, Missouri, they stopped their campaign and established a defensive position. Brigadier General John M. Schofield, commander of the District of Missouri, called for Union regiments from Missouri and Kansas to converge on Newtonia and drive out the Confederates. By September 26, the regiments had arrived; Union forces unsuccessfully engaged Confederate troops at Newtonia on September 30, and on October 12 the Army of the Frontier, with two divisions, was officially established, with Schofield in overall command. He was promoted to major general in November.

On October 4 Schofield’s army had tried to coax the Confederates to do battle, but they withdrew into northwestern Arkansas. Now with three divisions, Schofield pursued them, but he became ill and had to return to St. Louis; Missouri Militia brigadier general James Totten now took temporary command. Confederate forces under Major General Thomas C. Hindman now decided to launch a counteroffensive, the final result of which was the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862), which although a draw helped keep Missouri free of major Confederate offensives until the autumn of 1864.

Schofield resumed command by year’s end and retained it until March 1863, when he was succeeded by Brigadier General James Herron. On June 5, 1863, the Army of the Frontier was merged with other military components and was sent to participate in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863).
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Front Royal, Battle of

Event Date: May 23, 1862

Key engagement during Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s 1862 Shenandoah Valley Campaign. New Army of Northern Virginia commander General Robert E. Lee had ordered Jackson with 17,000 men to occupy the Union forces in the Shenandoah Valley and those covering Washington, D.C., to prevent them from participating in the offensive to capture Richmond.

Front Royal’s strategic importance lay in its proximity to the Shenandoah River, the Manassas Gap Railroad, and other nearby towns, particularly Strasburg and Winchester. Strasburg was 12 miles west, while Winchester, the key to the northern Shenandoah Valley, lay 21 miles north. Major General Nathaniel P. Banks’s command was now the only Union army in the valley.

Colonel John Kenly’s 1st Maryland Regiment of 1,063 men and two guns, sent by Banks, held Front Royal. Jackson’s Confederates outnumbered the Federals at Front Royal by 17 to 1, and Jackson’s plan rested on a quick victory before Union reinforcements could arrive from Strasburg. Moving rapidly north on the Valley Pike, Jackson feigned an attack on Strasburg but then sent Major General Richard S. Ewell’s division north to the other side of Massanutten Mountain. At New Market, Jackson moved east and met Ewell at Luray. The Confederates then pushed on toward Front Royal, arriving there on May 23. Confederate spy Belle Boyd met Jackson en route with information concerning Union strength and dispositions.

Jackson sent Brigadier General Turner Ashby’s cavalry west to take up a position astride the rail line to Strasburg and block Union reinforcements from coming up. He would then attack Front Royal from the south with the bulk of his force. His plan was to take and hold two bridges over the two forks of the Shenandoah River.

The battle began at 2:00 p.m. on May 23, 1862, when the Confederates overran Union pickets south of town. Kenly’s troops made a gallant stand against the advancing Confederates, but realizing the strength of the force facing him, Kenly ordered his men to fall back on Richardson’s Hill, north of town. The retreating Union troops set fire to the bridge over the North Fork of the Shenandoah, but the rapidly advancing Confederates managed to save most of the structure.

From Richardson’s Hill, the Union artillery opened a deadly fire into the advancing Confederates. Jackson then ordered Colonel Thomas S. Flournoy’s 6th Virginia Cavalry to strike the Union line before the Federals were able to solidify their position. Approximately 250 Confederate horsemen charged the Union center. Two Confederate cavalry charges broke the Union line and gave Jackson the victory.

At a cost of approximately only 50 casualties of their own, the Confederates had inflicted 904 Union casualties, including some 700 taken prisoner. Additionally, Jackson secured the two Union artillery pieces and valuable supply wagons. With his victory at Front Royal, Jackson was now between Banks and the federal capital of Washington, D.C. Well aware of the situation, both armies then raced north to Winchester, where they met in battle on May 25.
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Front Royal, Virginia, Engagement at

Event Date: August 16, 1864

Engagement during Union major general Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). After an initial thrust against Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early’s forces in the Shenandoah Valley that pushed as far as Strasburg, Sheridan learned of approaching Confederate reinforcements and pulled back toward his base at Halltown. On August 14, 1864, Confederate lieutenant general Richard H. Anderson, commanding a large detachment from General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, took up positions at Front Royal. Anderson commanded a division of infantry, one of cavalry, and a battalion of artillery. His presence threatened Sheridan’s left and rear as well as communications, and Sheridan immediately ordered Brigadier General Wesley Merritt’s cavalry division to move against Anderson. On August 15 Merritt established pickets on the roads from Front Royal toward the Union rear. Anderson ordered Brigadier General William T. Wofford’s infantry brigade and Brigadier General Williams C. Wickham’s cavalry brigade across the Shenandoah River to Guard Hill to cover the fords.

On the afternoon of August 16, Wickham’s Confederate cavalrymen attacked Brigadier General Thomas C. Devin’s brigade at Cedarville. Devin counterattacked with two regiments. The Confederates broke and fell back on their reserves. Wickham then personally led another charge that contained the Union soldiers while his troopers regrouped. Devin’s cavalrymen had captured 139 Confederate prisoners and two flags. In the meantime Wofford, who continued to occupy Guard Hill, was assaulted by Brigadier General George A. Custer’s brigade. In a sharp encounter, Custer’s 5th Michigan Regiment routed the Confederates from the hill. As Wofford’s men crossed the Shenandoah River, scores of them were shot by Union cavalrymen or drowned. Union losses were 71; the Confederates sustained 180 casualties.

In addition to his decisive victory at Front Royal, Merritt had confirmed the arrival in the Shenandoah Valley of several thousand Confederate reinforcements. On the evening of August 16, he fell back toward Harpers Ferry.
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Frost, Daniel March

Birth Date: August 9, 1823

Death Date: October 29, 1900

Confederate officer. Daniel March Frost was born on August 9, 1823, in Schenectady County, New York. Securing an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, he graduated in 1844 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the army. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Frost served with distinction at the Battle of Cerro Gordo, for which he was brevetted. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1850. Resigning from the army in 1853, Frost moved to St. Louis, engaging in business there and serving in the Missouri legislature. He was also a brigadier general in the Missouri Militia.

Frost, who had sympathized with the South, decided to support Missouri governor Claiborne F. Jackson’s secessionist policies when the Civil War began. Indeed, Frost engaged in secret meetings with Jackson and other supporters of secession who agreed to create a militia camp outside St. Louis. They formally organized Camp Jackson in May 1861 with a militia force of 600 men, with Frost as its commander. Frost trained his men with the plan of capturing the St. Louis Arsenal, something he publicly repeatedly denied.

Eventually Union intelligence received written confirmation regarding Frost’s involvement in the plan, and Frost was forced to surrender to Union troops in May 1861. While he and his men were marching through St. Louis, a riot occurred in which 28 people died. Upon his arrival at a prison camp in the North, Frost was immediately paroled and released as part of a prisoner exchange.

Frost was subsequently made a brigadier general in the Confederate Army and was assigned to Memphis, Tennessee. He served as inspector general for General Braxton Bragg and fought under Major General Thomas C. Hindman at the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862) in Arkansas. In 1863 Frost’s role in the war led his family to leave St. Louis and settle in Canada. Frost chose to accompany his family, remaining in Canada until the end of the war. He then moved back to St. Louis and began farming his property again. Frost died on October 29, 1900, in Hazelwood, Missouri.
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Fry, Birkett Davenport

Birth Date: June 24, 1822

Death Date: January 21, 1891

Confederate officer. Birkett Davenport Fry was born on June 24, 1822, in Kanawha County, Virginia (West Virginia). He attended the Virginia Military Institute and Washington College (Washington and Lee University) before matriculating at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. Fry was dismissed because of poor grades, however, and he thereafter studied law. He served as a first lieutenant in the regular army during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and then moved to California. After participating in William Walker’s filibustering expedition in Nicaragua, Fry settled in Alabama, where he was engaged in the cotton industry.

In 1861 Fry was commissioned colonel of the 13th Alabama Infantry Regiment, which was eventually dispatched to Virginia. Fry led his men during the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), where he was wounded. He next saw action at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he was again wounded. During the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Fry took temporary command of Brigadier James J. Archer’s brigade after Archer was disabled. Here Fry sustained yet another wound.

On the first day of fighting at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Fry again took charge of Archer’s brigade when Archer was taken prisoner. Fry led the brigade during Pickett’s Charge on July 3, during which he was wounded for a fourth time and captured by Union forces. Exchanged some nine months later, Fry commanded a brigade in the defense of Richmond; was advanced to brigadier general on May 24, 1864; and led two brigades at the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). He also led a brigade during the opening months of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). In the late summer of 1864, Fry was given command of a military district in Georgia and South Carolina, with headquarters in Augusta, Georgia.

Disillusioned with the South’s defeat in the war, Fry escaped to Cuba and remained there until 1868. After his return from self-imposed exile, he again settled in Alabama, where he was involved in a successful cotton milling business. Fry died on January 21, 1891, in Richmond, Virginia.
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Fry, James Barnet

Birth Date: February 22, 1827

Death Date: July 11, 1894

Union officer. James Barnet Fry was born on February 22, 1827, in Carrollton, Illinois. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1847. Assigned to the artillery, Fry performed garrison duty in Mexico City at the end of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). After duty at various posts, during 1853–1859 First Lieutenant Fry was an assistant instructor of artillery and then adjutant at West Point. In 1859 he took part in the suppression of John Brown’s raid on Harpers Ferry in Virginia (October 16–18) and then was assigned to other duties.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Fry was promoted to captain and served as Brigadier General Irvin McDowell’s chief of staff at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Promoted to colonel on November 14, 1861, Fry became Brigadier General Don Carlos Buell’s chief of staff and saw action in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862), and the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862).

In November 1862 Fry went to Washington and served as an assistant adjutant general until March 17, 1863, when he was selected as the first provost marshal general. Fry was in charge of the new Draft Bureau, which proved controversial; the bureau was also given the responsibility for overall recruiting for the Union Army. He was advanced to staff rank of brigadier general on April 21, 1864. In spite of widespread criticism, Fry capably performed his duties until the bureau was abolished in August 1866. He was brevetted through major general in the regular army on March 13, 1865.

After the war, Fry reverted to his substantive rank of lieutenant colonel and served as assistant adjutant general, reaching the permanent rank of colonel by the time of his retirement in 1881. In retirement, he wrote a number of books and was a founder of the Military Services Institute. Fry died on July 11, 1894, in Newport, Rhode Island.
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Fry, Speed Smith

Birth Date: September 9, 1817

Death Date: August 1, 1892

Union officer. Speed Smith Fry was born on September 9, 1817, near Danville, Kentucky. After graduating from Wabash College in 1840, he practiced law in Danville. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served as a volunteer captain. Thereafter he became a county court judge, holding that post until 1861.
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Union brigadier general Speed Smith Fry commanded Camp Nelson in Kentucky, a major Union Army recruitment and training center, especially for African Americans. His actions in refusing assistance for their families there caused widespread consternation in the North. (Library of Congress)

A colonel in the Kentucky Militia when the Civil War began, Fry helped organize the 4th Kentucky Infantry Regiment, which entered federal service on October 9, 1861, with Fry as its colonel. During the Battle of Mill Springs (January 19, 1862), he and his men shot and killed Confederate brigadier general Felix K. Zollicoffer when the Confederate officer mistakenly wandered into Union lines.

Fry was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on March 21, 1862, and received command of a brigade in the 1st Division, Army of the Ohio. His commanding officer, Major General Don Carlos Buell, was dissatisfied with Fry’s leadership, however. Fry saw service during the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862); he also participated in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862) and the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where he turned in another unsatisfactory performance.

In early May 1863 Fry became a district commander in Kentucky, establishing his headquarters at Camp Nelson near Lexington. A major recruiting and training center for the Union Army, Camp Nelson became the epicenter of African American recruiting in the region. In the summer of 1864, Fry took the highly controversial action of unilaterally declaring that the families of recruits could not remain near the camp; he also refused to provide them food or medicine.

The conditions in and around Camp Nelson continued to deteriorate as the number of African Americans taking refuge there continued to increase. On November 23, 1864, Fry ordered guards to clear out the shanties that had sprung up near the camp, forcing some 400 women and young children into bitterly cold weather. Fry’s actions caused so much outrage in the North that the federal government soon erected housing facilities for civilians outside Camp Nelson. The refugees were also provided with food and other necessities. Still, it is estimated that as many as 1,300 refugees perished at Camp Nelson. Many people blamed Fry for the situation.

Tellingly, Fry did not receive a brevet to major general at war’s end. Relieved in March 1865, he mustered out of the volunteers in August. Fry returned to the Danville area and died in Louisville, Kentucky, on August 1, 1892.
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Fugitive Slave Act of 1850

Federal law outlining procedures for returning fugitive slaves to the state or territory from which they had escaped. The Fugitive Slave Act was drafted by Virginia senator James Mason and signed on September 18, 1850, by President Millard Fillmore. The act authorized an owner-claimant to bring his escapee before federal authorities by force for adjudication; mandated punishment by fine, imprisonment, or civil damages for obstructing the return of a fugitive or refusal to carry out the act’s prescriptions; and allowed armed resistance to interference with fugitive rendition.

Fugitive Slaves Lost by Slaveholding States, 1850



	State
	Fugitive Slaves



	Alabama
	29



	Arkansas
	21



	Delaware
	26



	Florida
	18



	Georgia
	89



	Kentucky
	96



	Louisiana
	90



	Maryland
	279 



	Mississippi
	41



	Missouri
	60



	North Carolina
	64



	South Carolina
	10



	Tennessee
	70



	Texas
	29



	Virginia
	83



	Total
	1,005   




Amending the previous February 12, 1793, Fugitive Slave Act, the new law ostensibly implemented the constitutional provision (Article IV, Section 2) for returning fugitives from “service or labour.” With its unqualified mandate that citizens assist in its execution, the act indirectly responded to non–slave states’ personal liberty laws that were based on dicta in Justice Joseph Story’s Prigg v. Pennsylvania (1842) opinion, which upheld the validity of the 1793 act but doubted whether Congress could compel states to participate in renditions.

The act was part of the Compromise of 1850, crafted by Kentucky senator Henry Clay and Illinois senator Stephen Douglas to deal with slavery in the territories acquired as a consequence of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) in more neutral terms than those in Pennsylvania congressman David Wilmot’s 1846 Proviso, which had aimed to exclude slavery entirely in any new territories.

The controversy provoked by the act illustrates the deeper conflicts then building between paper law and new standards of morality and between individual states’ desires and new conceptions of federal power to defend or override those desires. The act was challenged, although often upheld, in state and federal courts: for example, in Massachusetts (In re Sims [1851]), in dictum (Ableman v. Booth [1859]) by U.S. Supreme Court chief justice Roger Taney, and in private opinions and speeches. The 1850 act was generally complied with; 80 percent of claims resulted in judgments against fugitive slaves and subsequent rendition. Arrayed against the act were Secretary of State Daniel Webster, U.S. senator William Seward, ex-slave and abolitionist Frederick Douglass, and Massachusetts abolitionists Theodore Parker and Wendell Phillips. Famous cases testing the act include those of Margaret Garner (Cincinnati, 1856) and William and Ellen Craft (Boston, 1850).

Partially repealed in 1862, fully revoked in 1864, and ultimately mooted by the Constitution’s Thirteenth Amendment (1865), the act proved counterproductive. It raised conflicting views of the Constitution, and every successful rendition inflamed abolitionists. Meanwhile, legal challenges to the act heightened suspicions among many Southerners that the nonslave sections of the nation no longer accepted the compromise over slavery that the U.S. Constitution then represented.
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Fuller, John Wallace

Birth Date: July 28, 1827

Death Date: March 12, 1891

Union officer. Born in Harston, England, on July 28, 1827, John Wallace Fuller received a home school education from his father, a Baptist minister. In 1833 Fuller’s family moved to Oneida County, New York, where he continued his education by reading extensively in a bookstore in Utica. In 1852 he began serving as an officer in the New York Militia. In 1858 Fuller’s publishing business in Utica was destroyed by fire, and the family moved to Toledo, Ohio, where he operated a new book publishing firm.

In 1861 Fuller joined the Union Army and served in a variety of positions. In the war’s early days he drilled soldiers in West Virginia and served on the staff of Brigadier General Charles Hill. On August 18, 1861, Fuller was commissioned a colonel and given command of the 27th Ohio Infantry Regiment. He participated in the Siege of New Madrid (March 3–14, 1862) as well as the Battles of Island No. 10 (April 7), Iuka (September 19), and Corinth (October 3–4). During the last two engagements, he had command of a brigade. Fuller ended the year with his greatest military success. At the Battle of Parker’s Cross Roads (December 31, 1862), where he continued in brigade command, Fuller defeated Brigadier General Nathan B. Forrest’s cavalrymen on their movement out of western Tennessee. Fuller’s troops captured 300 Confederates, six artillery pieces, and 350 horses.

Fuller spent most of 1863 performing mundane garrison duties for the Army of the Tennessee, but on January 5, 1864, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers. He then led his brigade across the Tennessee River and captured Decatur, Alabama, in March. Fuller also participated in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), holding a divisional command during the Battle of Atlanta (July 22). He also saw action during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November–December) and the March through the Carolinas (February 1864–April 1865). Brevetted major general on March 13, 1865, Fuller resigned his commission on August 15, 1865.

Fuller returned to Ohio and became a senior partner in the firm of Fuller, Childs & Company in Toledo, which sold boots and shoes. Later, in 1874 Fuller was appointed collector of customs for Toledo, a post he held until 1881. Fuller died in Toledo on March 12, 1891.
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Furman, James Clement

Birth Date: December 15, 1809

Death Date: March 3, 1891

Baptist minister and notable South Carolina educator and secessionist leader. James Clement Furman was born on December 15, 1809, in Charleston, South Carolina, the son of a respected Baptist minister and educator. Furman graduated from the College of Charleston in 1826; studied at the Furman Institution, founded by his father; and was ordained in April 1832. He thereafter became a pastor, but by early 1845 he was a senior professor at the Furman Theological Institution, formerly the Furman Institution. With his sights set on establishing a comprehensive university in the Baptist tradition, in 1850 Furman began to purchase land in Greenville, South Carolina. The facility opened its doors as Furman University in 1852. From 1852 to 1860, Furman served as its chairman. In 1859 he also became its president.

Furman was a dedicated secessionist, having been a delegate to the South Carolina Secession Convention in December 1860. There he gave several noteworthy and impassioned speeches in which he asserted that the U.S. government had abrogated the Constitution and violated the sovereignty of the Southern states, making secession unavoidable. He also derided abolitionists’ attempts to denigrate the institution of slavery, which he claimed had insulted Southern honor.

Furman University all but shut down after 1861, as most of its students served in the Confederate Army. With much work, Furman managed to reopen the school in February 1866; he remained Furman University’s president until 1880 and continued to remain active in the life of the institution thereafter.

Even after the Civil War had ended, Furman remained convinced of the rightness of the Southern cause. Indeed, in 1880 he delivered a Memorial Day address that essentially reopened the secession debate. Furman died in Greenville, South Carolina, on March 3, 1891.
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G

Gaines Landing, Battle of

Start Date: August 10, 1864

End Date: August 11, 1864

Engagement on the Mississippi River between Union gunboats and Confederate ground forces. Despite Union control of many of the South’s major rivers, from time to time Confederates ashore used light artillery to ambush vital Union shipping. To protect vital shipping on the rivers, small Union gunboats, many of them lightly armed tinclads, accompanied the transports and supply vessels. One such incident occurred near Gaines Landing, Arkansas, when Confederates, probably from Major General John S. Marmaduke’s division, unlimbered six artillery pieces about two miles from the landing near Island No. 82.

Early on the morning of August 10, 1864, the Confederate artillerymen opened fire on the sternwheeler steamer transport Empress proceeding upriver from New Orleans, bound for St. Louis. At 854 tons, the Empress was the largest packet on the Mississippi and had a crew of 45; this day it carried 455 passengers, both civilian and military. At least 20 artillery rounds, accompanied by musketry, hit the ship, temporarily disabling it and killing its captain, John Molloy. Fifteen others aboard were wounded, 4 mortally.

The small U.S. Navy tinclad sternwheeler steamer Romeo (8 24-pounder howitzers), commanded by Acting Master Thomas Baldwin, which accompanied the Empress promptly swung into action. The Romeo fired shrapnel at the Confederates, forcing them to withdraw temporarily. Thirty minutes after it had begun, the action was over, with the Romeo towing the Empress five miles upstream to a landing, where repairs could be made to the ship’s machinery in safety. The dead were also brought ashore and buried.

The next morning, the Empress resumed its passage upriver under its own power. The Romeo accompanied the packet for 25 miles to ensure its safety and then returned downriver. Meanwhile, the small tinclad sternwheeler steamer Prairie Bird (8 24-pounder howitzers), under Acting Master Thomas Burns, was proceeding upriver oblivious to any threat when it too came under fire from the same Confederate battery and took a terrible pounding. Given that it was hit by cannon rounds 34 times, it is surprising that casualties totaled only five men wounded, one mortally. Hearing the firing from upstream, Baldwin steamed to the location in the Romeo and joined the Prairie Bird in dueling with the Confederate guns ashore. The Confederates then withdrew, and the two Union gunboats continued upstream to the same landing of the day before so that the crew of the Prairie Bird might effect repairs and bury its dead crew member. The two Union tinclads then returned downstream to renew the battle, but the Confederates had decamped.
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Gaines’ Mill, Battle of

Event Date: June 27, 1862

The third battle of the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Having pushed to the outskirts of Richmond, Virginia, the Confederate capital, Union major general George B. McClellan had divided his Army of the Potomac of 105,000 men. Brigadier General Fitz John Porter’s V Corps, nearly 30,000 men, was north of the Chickahominy River, while the remainder of the army was south of it.

Commander of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia General Robert E. Lee intended to defeat Porter and threaten McClellan’s line of communications from his base at White House Landing via the York River Railroad, which crossed the Chickahominy River only 12 miles to the rear of Porter’s front. This threat would force McClellan to either bring all of his army north of the Chickahominy or withdraw from the north side completely and seek a new base along the James River. The arrival of Major General Thomas J. Jackson’s force of 18,500 from the Shenandoah Valley brought Lee’s strength up to 85,500 men.

The Seven Days’ Campaign began with an engagement at Oak Grove on June 25. The next day, June 26, Lee attacked Porter’s entrenched position along Beaver Dam Creek, just east of Mechanicsburg. Jackson was to strike Porter’s right flank, whereupon Major General A. P. Hill would launch a frontal assault, followed by attacks from Major Generals D. H. Hill and James Longstreet. Unfortunately for Lee, Jackson never arrived, but Ambrose Hill attacked anyway. Porter’s men beat back the Confederate assault.

Concerned about the threat posed by Jackson, however, Porter withdrew during the night of June 26–27 to a position behind Boatswain’s Swamp near Gaines’ Mill. McClellan intended to move his base to the James River but instructed Porter to hold until that was accomplished. Although Porter requested reinforcements, none were sent until that evening.
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Unburied dead on the battlefield of Gaines’ Mill near Cold Harbor, Virginia. This battle of June 27, 1862, was part of the wider Seven Days’ Campaign of June 25–July 1 and saw heavy casualties on both sides. (Library of Congress)

Lee planned a frontal attack and a turning movement by Jackson but faced unforeseen problems on June 27. Porter’s left faced west and rested on the Chickahominy, protected by the swamp, and his right bent back facing north instead of west, as assumed by Lee. Thus as Lee launched troops under A. P. Hill and Longstreet against Porter’s left, he assumed that Jackson’s attack would require Porter to shift troops away from the left to extend his line to the right. Lee failed to realize that Porter’s right already extended beyond the point of Jackson’s attack.

By midafternoon, Porter had beaten back the attacks by Hill and Longstreet. Too late, McClellan responded to Porter’s request for reinforcements by sending him two brigades each from Brigadier Generals Henry Slocum’s and Edwin V. Sumner’s corps.

It was not until Jackson, arriving late as on the day before, had committed his troops that the Union line was finally broken in a concerted Confederate attack at about 7:00 p.m. The Union infantry then withdrew across the Chickahominy. The battle ended with a near suicidal charge by Union cavalry, which failed to have significant impact. Lee had achieved his first victory. It came at a heavy cost, however; the Confederates suffered approximately 8,750 killed or wounded. Union casualties were 6,837. Porter’s stand enabled McClellan to continue his withdrawal to the James River.
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Galena, USS

One of three experimental ironclads ordered by the U.S. Navy in 1861. Designed by Naval Constructor Samuel Pook and commissioned on April 21, 1862, the Galena was 210 feet in overall length by 36 feet in beam. It displaced 950 tons and had a crew complement of 150 men. The Galena mounted four IX-inch Dahlgren smoothbores and two 6.4-inch Parrott rifles. Equipped with a two-mast schooner rig to supplement its single screw propeller, the Galena was capable of eight knots. It was unusual in having tumble-home sides that were protected by 3.25-inch armor formed of interlocking iron bars.

The Galena disappointed as a ship type from its very first combat action, a duel between Union ships and Confederate shore batteries at Drewry’s Bluff on the James River on May 15, 1862. In the engagement, most of the Confederate fire was directed against the Galena, which took a terrible pounding particularly on its port side. Its armor proved susceptible to plunging fire that struck at almost straight angles.

The ship was hit 43 times, and 13 shots penetrated, one embedding itself in the opposite side of the hull. The ship’s timbers and frames were much cut up, and it took on water. Thirteen crewmen were killed and 11 were wounded, a number of these from fragments of the ship’s own plating. Cited for bravery in the action, Corporal John B. Mackie of the ironclad was subsequently awarded the Medal of Honor, the first to a member of the U.S. Marine Corps. In his after-action report of the battle, Captain John Rodgers reported with some irony of the Galena that “We have demonstrated that she is not shot proof.”

The Galena’s armor was removed in 1863, and the ship was converted to an unarmored screw sloop with a three-mast sail rig. The conversion complete in February 1864, the Galena joined the West Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron in May and took part in the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864). The Galena then served in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. Decommissioned on June 17, 1865, and condemned in 1870, it was broken up in 1872.
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Galvanized Yankees and Galvanized Rebels

Prisoners of war who were offered their freedom in return for military duty against their former comrades. Very few captured Northerners joined the Confederacy as Galvanized Rebels—perhaps just a few hundred. Most who did so surrendered to Union troops at the first opportunity so they could get back home. By far the largest use of ex-prisoners occurred in the North, where more than 6,000 Confederate prisoners availed themselves of the opportunity to leave prisons to fight for the Union as Galvanized Yankees. They were ultimately organized into six regiments. The first recruitment of prisoners took place in the spring of 1862, when more than 200 incarcerated Confederates at Camp Douglas near Chicago joined Union units; most of these men were foreign-born Germans and Irish. The best known of these men was Henry Morton Stanley, a British citizen who was captured at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and then enlisted in an Illinois artillery battery. Stanley later became famous as a newspaper reporter and an Africa explorer.

The federal government initially resisted such attempts to recruit Confederate prisoners, however. In early 1864, Major General Benjamin F. Butler, in command of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, received permission to recruit a regiment of ex-Confederates. Organized as the 1st United States Volunteers, this unit first saw active duty in the Norfolk area. Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, however, ordered the regiment to the western frontier rather than have the men fight against their former comrades. Grant saw the need for more soldiers on the Great Plains, which had been denuded of troops earlier in the war, in order to protect settlers, rail lines, and mail routes.

Thus, between October 1864 and April 1865, five more regiments of Galvanized Yankees were recruited and sent west. The 1st U.S. Volunteers served in Minnesota and the Dakota Territory, the 2nd Regiment served in Arkansas and Kansas, the 3rd Regiment served in Nebraska and the Colorado Territory, the 4th Regiment served in the Department of the Northwest, and the 5th and 6th Regiments served in the Nebraska, Colorado, and Utah Territories. One company of the 5th Regiment escorted a wagon train into New Mexico. The regiments were mustered out of service between November 1865 and November 1866.

These ex-prisoner units were led by Union officers, who often commented on the high quality of their men. The soldiers comprising these units had differing reasons for joining, primarily wanting to get away from military prison camps. Some saw the chance to desert at the first opportunity and go home (although the desertion rate in these six regiments was remarkably similar to the average Union regiment). These men fought hostile Native Americans in numerous skirmishes along the western frontier, and hundreds in these units died of disease and from the harsh Great Plains weather. When these units were disbanded, a number of men decided to remain in the West and start new careers. After the war, the Grand Army of the Republic ignored these so-called whitewashed Rebs, while their former comrades in the South wanted nothing at all to do with them.
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Galveston, Battle of

Event Date: January 1, 1863

Confederate recapture of the principal port city in Texas. The city of Galveston, Texas, was important to both sides in the Civil War. The largest prewar Texas seaport, it had a population of some 7,000 people and was that state’s second-largest city. Galveston shipped much of the state’s cotton (200,000 bales in 1860) and sugar and also boasted some war industries. In Union hands, it would be an excellent blockading base and could serve as a staging area for an invasion into the interior to secure Texas cotton and the border with Mexico.

The U.S. Navy initiated a blockade of Galveston in July 1861, but it was not until October 4, 1862, that Union forces attempted to take the city. On that date, Commander William B. Renshaw arrived with the steamers Westfield (flagship), Harriet Lane, Owasco, and Clifton and the mortar schooner Henry James. Renshaw demanded the Confederates surrender, and when they delayed, he ordered in all his ships. Following a brief exchange of fire, his inadequate defenses led Confederate commander Colonel Joseph J. Cook to accede to Renshaw’s demands on condition of a four-day truce. Renshaw reluctantly agreed to prevent civilian casualties, but the Confederates used the truce to remove not only military personnel but also artillery and equipment.

Renshaw’s force at Galveston was strengthened by the arrival of the gunboats Corypheus and Sachem from New Orleans, along with three companies of the 42nd Massachusetts Infantry Regiment. To ensure naval support, the Union troops took position in large warehouses at the end of Kuhn’s Wharf, which projected north into Galveston Bay from the waterfront. Strong barricades prevented access to the wharf from the waterfront. The troops also removed portions of the wharf in front of the barricades so that only a single plank connected to the waterfront.
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A Harper’s Weekly illustration depicting the Confederate victory in the Battle of Galveston, Texas, on January 1, 1863. (Harper’s Weekly)

At the end of November, Confederate Army major general John B. Magruder assumed command of forces in Texas and immediately made the recapture of Galveston a priority. He planned a joint army-navy operation, with the attack set for 1:00 a.m. on January 1, 1863.

Magruder assembled his land force at the north end of the railroad bridge to Galveston Island. He planned to send some 500 men against the wharf through the shallow water with scaling ladders. Six siege guns (including an 8-inch gun on a railroad flatcar) and 14 fieldpieces would provide supporting fire. The Confederates moved the artillery into position on the night of December 31.

Confederate major Leon Smith was to lead a flotilla of improvised warships against the Union gunboats. Assembled at Harrisburg on Buffalo Bayou, they would proceed to the upper part of the bay and then south to Galveston. Cotton bales on the ships gave some protection against small arms fire. The ships included the cottonclads Bayou City and Neptune and the armed tenders John F. Carr and Lucy Gwin. They carried some 300 horse marines from the 5th and 7th Texas Cavalry. The men were armed mostly with Enfield rifles and some double-barreled shotguns.

Magruder ordered Smith to bring his ships in as close as possible without being detected, then wait for the land attack to begin at 1:00 a.m. on January 1. Magruder planned to carry out the land assault with or without the flotilla, but he did not want the ships to begin the fight. Without the distraction of the land battle, the Confederate ships would have no chance against the far more powerful Union squadron.

Renshaw had at his disposal the Westfield (flagship), Harriet Lane, Owasco, Corypheus, Sachem, and Clifton. Five supply vessels were also anchored offshore. In all, the Union warships mounted 30 guns, and these were generally larger than the half dozen cannon in the Confederate warships.

The battle did not unfold as Magruder planned. At about 1:00 a.m., Union lookouts spotted the approach of the Confederate ships in the bay and sent signal rockets up to alert the ships and the troops ashore. Obeying Magruder’s orders, Smith then withdrew some distance.

Renshaw tried to position the Westfield to cut off the Confederate vessels, but the Union flagship grounded in shallow water near Pelican Island. This was a great aid to the Confederates, for it rendered hors de combat one of the most powerful Union warships.

Magruder brought his land troops across the railroad bridge to Galveston Island, and the fighting began at about 4:00 a.m. Assisted by grapeshot from the heavy guns of the Harriet Lane under Commander Jonathan M. Wainwright, the Union troops easily turned back the Confederate attack. Later, the Corypheus and Sachem fired into the Confederate shore positions with considerable effect. By dawn, the attack appeared to be a failure.

As soon as the fighting on land began, however, the Confederate squadron made full steam down the bay toward the wharf. Soon the squadron was bearing down on the Harriet Lane, the nearest Union ship. Captain Henry Lubbock’s Bayou City was slightly in the lead, and one of its shells tore a large hole in the Harriet Lane just aft of its port paddle wheel, but then the 32-pounder on the Bayou City burst, killing several members of the crew. The Bayou City continued on, however. Lubbock hoped to ram the Harriet Lane and take it by boarding, but the Confederate vessel struck the iron-hulled Union ship only a glancing bow and lost most of its own port wheelhouse in the process.

At the same time, riflemen on the Bayou City and the Neptune poured a steady hail of fire into the Harriet Lane. A portion of the Union ship’s anchoring apparatus was sheared off, and in the frenzied maneuvering, the ship ran aground at the bow. Captain William Sangster of the Neptune then maneuvered his own ship to ram the stationary Union vessel. As the Neptune smashed in the Harriet Lane aft of the starboard paddle wheel, the Neptune took a shell from the Harriet Lane. As the men in the Neptune attempted to board the Harriet Lane, other Union ships took the Neptune under fire, forcing it to back off in sinking condition. The explosion of an IX-inch shell from the Harriet Lane hastened the Neptune’s demise.

Thinking that the battle was won, the crew of the Harriet Lane let out a cheer, but the Bayou City then crashed into the Union ship’s port paddle wheel, and the far more numerous Confederates stormed the Union ship and quickly captured it. Wainwright and his executive officer were among the Union dead.

Realizing what had happened, the remaining Union ships attempted to recapture the Harriet Lane, but Confederate riflemen forced an end to the effort. Both sides then regrouped, and a temporary calm descended over the bay.

Lubbock then boldly set out in a boat under a flag of truce for the Owasco and brazenly demanded that the Union ships surrender, allowing three hours for the decision. If Renshaw agreed, he would be allowed to depart with his men in one of his ships. Convinced that the battle was lost, the men of the 42nd Massachusetts now surrendered.

Renshaw ordered Lieutenant Commander Richard L. Law, captain of the Clifton, to withdraw the remaining Union ships from the harbor and escape while he scuttled the Westfield. But as Renshaw stepped into the ship’s cutter, the magazine exploded prematurely, killing him and the boat crew. Law, meanwhile, escaped to sea with the remaining four Union ships, all still flying white flags. Law later faced a court-martial and was suspended from duty.

The Battle of Galveston was over. At a cost of one ship lost and 26 men dead and another 117 wounded, Magruder had retaken Galveston and reopened it to blockade-runners. The Confederates had destroyed two Union warships, captured two barks loaded with coal and a small schooner, and taken substantial stores, including at least 25,000 rounds of small arms ammunition. They had also killed several dozen Union sailors and soldiers and taken prisoner more than 350 others.

Although the Union quickly reestablished the blockade off Galveston, the Confederates retained control of that port for the remainder of the war.
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Galveston, Texas

Principal seaport and second-largest city in Texas in 1861. Galveston Island and the city of Galveston are virtually synonymous. Galveston is on a low-lying sandy barrier island; it is bordered by the Gulf of Mexico on the south and east, West Bay to the west, and Galveston Bay to the north. Because of its low, flat topography, Galveston Island is highly vulnerable to flooding especially during hurricanes, which have hit the area frequently. Indeed, in 1900 the island was virtually submerged by a wall of water during a severe hurricane, resulting in as many as 12,000 deaths. This remains among the worst disasters in U.S. history. In 1860, Galveston’s population was about 6,000 permanent residents.

By 1860, Galveston had established itself as a major port city, and at least two-thirds of all the cotton grown in Texas passed through the city on its way to foreign markets. Galveston was second only to New Orleans in the amount of cotton shipped through its port. Holding Galveston was thus critically important to the Confederacy during the Civil War. In July 1861, however, Union naval vessels established an effective blockade of Galveston, and on October 4, 1862, the city fell to Union forces. The Union occupation lasted less than three months. On January 1, 1863, Confederate forces under the command of Brigadier General John B. Magruder launched an attack on the city, forcing its surrender. By the end of the Civil War in the spring of 1865, Galveston was the South’s sole major port not in Union hands. The city formally surrendered to Union forces on June 2, 1865.

After the war Galveston prospered, becoming one of the wealthiest cities in Texas. By the turn of the 20th century, it boasted a population of some 38,000 people.
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Gamble, Hamilton Rowan

Birth Date: November 29, 1798

Death Date: January 31, 1864

Governor of Missouri. Hamilton Rowan Gamble was born on November 29, 1798, in Winchester, Virginia. A graduate of Hampden-Sydney College, Gamble was admitted to the bar at the age of 18 and then migrated to the Missouri Territory, where he commenced a successful legal career and also served as a prosecuting attorney for Howard County. During 1824–1825, he served as the secretary of state of Missouri.

Gamble served briefly in the state legislature as a Whig. In 1846 he was elected to the Missouri Supreme Court and soon became chief justice. While on the high court, Gamble wrote a dissenting opinion early on in the Dred Scott case in which he argued that Scott indeed should be freed because he had been transported to free territory. In poor health, Gamble resigned from the bench in 1855 and went to Pennsylvania.

In late 1860 as the secession crisis deepened and Missouri stood at the precipice, Gamble returned to the state, determined to keep Missouri in the Union. In January 1861 a state convention was convened to decide Missouri’s fate, and Gamble was chosen to represent the antisecession forces. In July 1861 Governor Claiborne Fox Jackson called for secession, but the secessionists were overruled. Jackson and his followers fled Missouri and formed a rump Confederate government in exile. The convention now turned to Gamble and selected him as provisional governor. He took office on August 1, 1861.

As governor, Gamble generally supported the Abraham Lincoln administration but refused to send state militia troops to help reinforce the Union Army. Gamble had to walk a fine line politically, as the state was often bitterly divided between secessionists and pro-Union supporters. In late 1862 he recommended that the state legislature embrace gradual emancipation for the state’s African Americans, which the legislators authorized in early 1863. Radical Republicans, who envisioned immediate emancipation, were not mollified and instead called for Gamble’s ouster. Undeterred, Gamble remained in office with the support of moderates and died at Jefferson City on January 31, 1864.
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Gamble, William

Birth Date: January 1, 1818

Death Date: December 20, 1866

Union officer. Born at Duross, in what is now Northern Ireland, on January 1, 1818, William Gamble immigrated to the United States in 1838. He enlisted in the army as a private in the 1st Dragoons, rising through the ranks to sergeant major before being honorably discharged in 1843. He then settled in Chicago, where he became a civil engineer.
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Union brigadier general William Gamble (seated at center) and his staff. (Library of Congress)

In September 1861, Gamble was commissioned lieutenant colonel of the 8th Illinois Cavalry Regiment. The regiment saw its first action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Following the humiliating end of that campaign, on August 5, 1862, Gamble led a cavalry assault on a Confederate position near Malvern Hill, during which he received a bullet wound to the chest. He spent the next three months recuperating.

When Gamble returned to duty in the autumn, he assumed command of the 8th Illinois Cavalry. On December 5, 1862, he received a promotion to colonel. In January 1863 he took charge of a cavalry brigade in the Army of the Potomac.

At the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Gamble’s brigade was the first to engage Confederate lieutenant general A. P. Hill’s men as they approached the town on July 1, 1863. Gamble’s brigade and another commanded by Colonel Thomas Devin of Brigadier General John Buford’s division fought dismounted for three hours, slowing the Confederate advance, while Major General John Reynolds summoned his I Corps. When Reynolds arrived at around 11:00 a.m., Gamble’s men guarded I Corps’ left flank. When the Union line collapsed later in the day, Gamble withdrew to the Peach Orchard. He guarded the Union Army’s rear for the duration of the engagement.

Gamble continued to command his brigade into the autumn. Because of fragile health, when the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) began, he received a transfer to command the cavalry division in the defenses of Washington, D.C. (XXII Corps), where he remained for the rest of the war. He was brevetted brigadier general of volunteers in December 1864 and mustered out of the service in July 1865, only to be recommissioned a full-rank brigadier general of volunteers in September. He mustered out of the volunteer army a second time in March 1866. In the postwar expansion of the regular army that July, Gamble was appointed major of the 8th Cavalry, but he contracted cholera accompanying his regiment to California and died on December 20, 1866, at Virgin Bay, Nicaragua.
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Gano, Richard Montgomery

Birth Date: June 17, 1830

Death Date: March 17, 1913

Confederate officer. Richard Montgomery Gano was born on June 17, 1830, in Bourbon County, Kentucky. He attended Bacon College (Kentucky) and Bethany College (Virginia) before studying medicine at the Louisville University Medical School. Gano graduated in 1849 and began practicing medicine in Bourbon County. He later moved to Louisiana and then in 1859 moved to Texas, where he engaged in farming and medicine. Gano was briefly a member of the state legislature (1860–1861). He also participated in local raiding parties to stop Comanche attacks.

With the start of the Civil War, on June 1, 1861, Gano was elected captain of a mounted rifle company, which he helped raise. The unit was then reorganized as a cavalry outfit and assigned to Colonel John Hunt Morgan’s command. Gano participated in the incursion into Kentucky in July 1862 and the following month was promoted to major. In the autumn of 1862, he was promoted to colonel and given command of the 7th Kentucky Cavalry Regiment. He saw much action in Kentucky and Tennessee during late 1862 and early 1863 and was later transferred to the Trans-Mississippi theater. He performed well during the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864) and was promoted to brigadier general, which was not made official until March 17, 1865.

Gano took a short leave because of poor health but returned to duty and conducted raids on Forts Gibson and Scott and directed an attack against Fort Smith on July 27, 1864. Working with Brigadier General Stand Watie’s force, on September 18, 1864, Gano’s brigade helped capture a 300-wagon Union supply train near Cabin Creek, estimated to be worth nearly $2 million.

In January 1865 Gano was dispatched to eastern Texas and ended the war there. He remained there for the rest of his life, becoming a Protestant clergyman. He also engaged in farming, livestock breeding, and other business ventures. Gano died in Dallas, Texas, on March 17, 1913.
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Gardner, Alexander

Birth Date: October 27, 1821

Death Date: December 10, 1882

Noted photographer. Alexander Gardner was born on October 27, 1821, in Paisley, Scotland. At age 14 he became a jeweler’s apprentice, but seven years later he joined the staff of the Glasgow Sentinel as a junior reporter. He ultimately became the paper’s editor but immigrated to the United States in 1856. Almost immediately, he joined photographer Mathew Brady’s studio in New York City. In 1858 Gardner was given charge of Brady’s studio and gallery in Washington, D.C. There Gardner did mostly portraiture work.

Gardner and his brother James took numerous iconic photographs in the years immediately before and during the first years of the Civil War, all while employed by Brady. These included portraits of President Abraham Lincoln and the aftermath of the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Neither Gardner received credit for the work at the time, however, as the photos were stamped with Brady’s company name. It was in fact Alexander Gardner, and not Brady, who organized and equipped a team of photographers and their assistants to follow Union troops in the field. Gardner supervised field operations himself from Washington. Photos taken by Gardner or his staff included many battlefield scenes, pictures of soldiers in action as well as at rest, and portraits of noteworthy military commanders.

In early 1863 Gardner parted company with Brady and formed his own studio in Washington. Gardner organized his own regiment of photographers, sometimes accompanying them during battles. He was on hand for the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and was briefly detained by Confederate forces on July 5. His staff covered action in Virginia and the Carolinas until the end of the war. Gardner made certain that all of his photographers received proper credit for their work.

Gardner continued in the photography field after the war and took photos of executions, including those of the conspirators in the Lincoln assassination. In 1865 Gardner published a compilation of Civil War photos in Photographic Sketch Book of the Civil War. He sold his Washington studio in 1867 and traveled to the West, eventually establishing a studio in Kansas. His work after this time focused chiefly on the frontier, and he produced numerous images for the Union Pacific Railroad. Taken sick, Gardner moved back to Washington, D.C., where he died on December 10, 1882, after a long illness.
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Gardner, Franklin

Birth Date: January 29, 1823

Death Date: April 29, 1873

Confederate officer. Franklin Gardner was born on January 29, 1823, in New York City and graduated 17th in the class of 1843 from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. Gardner received brevets twice, to the rank of captain, for valor during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Promoted to first lieutenant in 1847 and to captain in 1855, he participated in the 1857 Utah Expedition. Although he came from a strong Unionist family, Gardner married into a prominent Louisiana family and adopted Southern sympathies. Without formally resigning, he left the 10th Infantry Regiment at Fort Bridger, Utah, to accept a commission as a lieutenant colonel in the Confederate Army on March 16, 1861.
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Confederate major general Franklin Gardner commanded Port Hudson on the Mississippi River during its siege by Union forces of May 21-July 9, 1863. (Library of Congress)

Gardner commanded a cavalry brigade that saw no action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), but nevertheless he was promoted to brigadier general on April 11, 1862. He subsequently led an infantry brigade in Major General Jones Withers’s division during General Braxton Bragg’s invasion of Kentucky during August–October 1862. Advanced on December 13, 1862, to major general, Gardner was assigned as commander of Port Hudson, Louisiana, located on the Mississippi River below Vicksburg.

After naval attacks in March and early May, Union forces besieged Port Hudson beginning on May 21. Gardner’s 6,800-man garrison held out for 48 days against Major General Nathaniel Banks’s 30,000–40,000 Federals before, with his men near starvation, being forced to ask for terms on July 8. Gardner formally surrendered on July 9, 1863, five days after the capitulation of Vicksburg. Gardner’s men had withstood no fewer than three major Union assaults. Exchanged in August 1864, Gardner was assigned to duty in the Department of East Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, commanded by Lieutenant General Richard Taylor. Following the war, Gardner settled down to farm in Louisiana. He died at Vermilionville (now Lafayette), Louisiana, on April 29, 1873.
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Gardner, James

Birth Date: January 28, 1813

Death Date: October 7, 1874

Democratic Party politician and influential Southern newspaper publisher. James Gardner was born on January 28, 1813, in Augusta, Georgia; his younger brother, William Montgomery, later became a Confederate brigadier general. James Gardner attended Union College (New York), studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1834. He established a legal practice in Augusta and in late 1840 was elected solicitor general of the Georgia Superior Court, Middle Circuit. He held the post until 1844 and the following year purchased the Augusta Constitutionalist, becoming its chief editor.

The Constitutionalist was a Democratic-oriented newspaper that Gardner used to advance party principles. However, he was considered a moderate, and although he supported the concept of Southern rights, he did not support the secessionist impulses that began to form within the radical wing of the Democratic Party beginning in the late 1840s and early 1850s. Gardner became a candidate for the Democratic Party’s gubernatorial nomination in 1857 but lost narrowly at the state convention. He then threw his support behind the party’s eventual nominee, Joseph E. Brown, who went on to serve as Georgia’s governor from 1857 to 1865. In 1859 Gardner began to publish Southern Field and Fireside, a periodical that featured articles on agriculture as well as poetry and fiction. With an eventual circulation of some 13,000, it served as an excellent venue for emerging Southern writers. He sold the magazine in 1864.

Gardner backed Northern Democrat Stephen Douglas’s candidacy in the 1860 election and was initially leery of Southern reluctance to accept a Republican victory, arguing in his editorials that a failure to heed the results of a legitimate election would be unconstitutional. Nevertheless, once South Carolina seceded in December 1860, the Constitutionalist reluctantly supported the formation of the Confederate States of America. Gardner’s paper generally supported the Jefferson Davis administration and its war policies but did not embrace the burgeoning Southern peace movement that began in 1864 and in which Governor Brown was a major player.

After the war ended, Gardner’s financial situation was precarious, so he relocated to New York City, where he established the Gold Exchange Bank, which was reasonably prosperous until 1869, when a major crash occurred in the gold market. He then returned to Augusta, where he again edited the Constitutionalist and practiced law. Gardner retired in 1873 and died in Augusta on October 7, 1874.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Brown, Joseph Emerson; Democratic Party; Gardner, William Montgomery; Georgia; Journalism

Further Reading

Mohr, Clarence L. On the Threshold of Freedom: Masters and Slaves in Civil War Georgia. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1986.

Scaife, William R., and William Harris Bragg. Joe Brown’s Pets. Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 2004.

Gardner, William Montgomery

Birth Date: June 8, 1824

Death Date: June 16, 1901

Confederate officer. Born in Augusta, Georgia, on June 8, 1824, William Montgomery Gardner graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1846 and was immediately sent to Mexico in the 1st U.S. Infantry Regiment. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he participated in the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco, where he was severely wounded and earned a brevet for his performance. Returning to the United States in 1848, Gardner served mostly on the frontier.

In January 1861 Gardner, now a captain, resigned his commission to join the Confederate war effort. Commissioned a lieutenant colonel in the 8th Georgia Infantry Regiment, he served under Colonel Francis S. Bartow. The 8th Georgia was sent to Virginia, where it fought in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). In the course of the engagement, Bartow was killed and Gardner was gravely wounded. Gardner was subsequently promoted to colonel to date from the day of the battle. His shattered leg was so badly injured that he would never again be capable of a field command. He underwent repeated surgeries in an attempt to repair the damage and was eventually able to walk.

On November 14, 1861, in recognition for his sacrifice at Bull Run, Gardner was promoted to brigadier general. Unable to return to duty until the autumn of 1863, he then assumed command of the District of Middle Florida, where he remained until the summer of 1864. Gardner chafed under his administrative duties, desiring to return to the field, but his leg wounds would not permit it. In July 1864 Gardner was appointed commandant of all Confederate military prisons east of the Mississippi River and also commanded at Richmond until the closing stages of the war.

Following the war, Gardner lived for a time in Augusta and Rome, Georgia, before moving to Memphis, Tennessee, to be near his son. Gardner died in Memphis on June 16, 1901.
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Garfield, James Abram

Birth Date: November 19, 1831

Death Date: September 19, 1881

Union officer and president of the United States. Born on November 19, 1831, in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, James Abram Garfield worked his way through the Western Reserve Eclectic Institute (later Hiram College) for a term in 1850. He taught school until 1854, by which time he had saved sufficient funds to complete his education at Williams College (Massachusetts). Two years later he returned to Hiram College and became its president. He also became an accomplished lay minister and evangelical preacher.

Garfield was elected to the Ohio Senate in 1859. With the coming of the Civil War, he recruited soldiers for the Union effort, becoming lieutenant colonel of the 42nd Ohio Infantry. He quickly learned basic military discipline and combat techniques by studying military manuals, and in November 1861 he became colonel of the regiment. Garfield commanded a brigade in the Army of the Ohio and won a minor Union victory at Middle Creek, Kentucky, on January 10, 1862, for which he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers to date from January 11. He was present at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and during the subsequent advance on Corinth. In September 1862, even though he had made it clear that he would not leave the army to serve in Congress, his constituents elected him to the U.S. House of Representatives. That autumn he served on the commission that called for the discharge of Major General Fitz John Porter.

Early in 1863, Garfield became chief of staff to Major General William S. Rosecrans. Garfield participated in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and was conspicuous in the otherwise disastrous Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20), during which he assisted in the stand that saved the Army of the Cumberland. Rosecrans was largely discredited by defeat, but Garfield, who subsequently distanced himself from Rosecrans, emerged a hero and was promoted to major general of volunteers.

In December 1863 Garfield resigned from the army to take his seat in the U.S. House, where he was assigned to the Appropriations Committee and the Ways and Means Committee. An advocate of implementing a stern Reconstruction program, Garfield was disappointed by Abraham Lincoln’s moderate approach but still supported his fellow Republican’s reelection campaign in 1864.

In 1868 James G. Blaine and Garfield became House Republican leaders, and although very different in temperament from one another, they became an effective leadership team for Reconstruction. In 1876 Blaine moved on to the Senate. Garfield would have joined him there except that newly elected Republican president Rutherford B. Hayes asked Garfield to remain in the House, where he could provide badly needed legislative leadership. At the end of Hayes’s presidency in 1880, Garfield finally secured election to the U.S. Senate. He was scheduled to begin his first term in the Senate in 1881, but the presidential election of 1880 intervened.
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James Garfield of Ohio distinguished himself in the Civil War and rose to the rank of major general of volunteers. In 1863 he resigned his commission to serve in Congress. Garfield, a Republican, was elected president of the United States in 1880 but did not long serve; he was assassinated on July 2, 1881. (Library of Congress)

The Republican Party split into two factions in 1880. The Stalwarts, led by Senator Roscoe Conkling of New York, favored the nomination of former president Ulysses S. Grant for a third term. The Half-Breeds, led by Blaine, favored Blaine’s nomination. Garfield backed the compromise candidacy of John Sherman. Grant’s supporters were unable to secure enough votes at the convention to guarantee his nomination. After Blaine’s and Sherman’s efforts to win the nomination also failed, Garfield became a candidate himself. On the 36th ballot after Sherman withdrew and encouraged his supporters to back Garfield, Garfield won the nomination. Chester Arthur was chosen to be Garfield’s running mate to pacify the Stalwarts.

Garfield won the election against the Democratic candidate, Winfield Scott Hancock, by a comfortable margin in the electoral college, 214 to 155, although the popular vote was close. Garfield’s election did not heal the rift in the Republican Party, however. His efforts to reform the spoils system caused conflict with the Stalwarts, and a scandal involving fraud in the postal department forced him to launch an investigation that revealed long-term and widespread Republican abuse of the department.

Stalwarts rallied around Vice President Arthur, although there is no evidence of a conspiracy in the events that would follow. On July 2, 1881, Garfield was shot twice at the Washington, D.C., train station by Charles J. Guiteau, a disgruntled Republican who had been unable to secure a diplomatic appointment. His wounds, although not fatal themselves, became infected, and after 11 weeks of suffering, Garfield died on September 19, 1881.
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Garland, Samuel, Jr.

Birth Date: December 16, 1830

Death Date: September 14, 1862

Confederate officer. Samuel Garland Jr. was born on December 16, 1830, in Lynchburg, Virginia. He graduated from the Virginia Military Institute in 1849 and earned a law degree from the University of Virginia in 1850. In 1851 at only 21 years of age, he began a law practice in Lynchburg.

In late 1859 Garland was instrumental in forming a militia company known as the Lynchburg Home Guard. In the spring of 1861 he joined the Confederate cause as a captain of Company C, 11th Virginia Infantry Regiment. Shortly thereafter he became its colonel and commanded it with great skill. He saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and the Battle of Dranesville (December 20, 1861). Wounded at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862), Garland was advanced to brigadier general on May 23, 1862, and given command of a brigade in Major General Daniel H. Hill’s division.

Garland fought in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and saw action in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). In the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), Garland had two horses shot from under him. His courage there earned praise from his superiors. During the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), Garland’s brigade was hit hard by the Union IX Corps, but his men held fast as he led them from the front lines, dangerously exposing himself to enemy fire. Late that morning he was shot and mortally wounded, dying later that day. General Hill lauded his fallen brigade commander, calling him “the most fearless man I ever knew.”
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Garnett, Richard Brooke

Birth Date: November 21, 1817

Death Date: July 3, 1863

Confederate officer. Born on November 21, 1817, on the Rose Hill estate in Essex County, Virginia, Richard Brooke Garnett graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841. He fought in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) in Florida and was then assigned to various posts in the South and West. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Garnett was assigned to a staff position in New Orleans.

At the start of the Civil War, Garnett, by now a captain, resigned from the U.S. Army in May 1861 and accepted a Confederate commission. He saw little action until promoted to brigadier general in November 1861. He commanded the famed Stonewall Brigade in the 1862 Shenandoah Valley campaign under Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. At the First Battle of Kernstown (March 23, 1862), Jackson ordered Garnett to attack a far larger Union force. The attack failed, and Garnett retreated. Jackson accused him of disobeying orders and on April 1 removed him from command and placed him under arrest.
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Confederate brigadier general Richard Brooke Garnett served under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson in the Shenandoah Valley. Jackson accused Garnett of disobeying orders and removed him from command after Garnett retreated when his attack at Kernstown failed against a superior Union force. Garnett was reinstated by General Robert E. Lee, and during the Battle of Gettysburg he recklessly exposed himself to Union fire in Pickett’s Charge of July 3, 1863, and was killed. (Library of Congress)

General Robert E. Lee ordered Garnett released in August 1862 and transferred him to Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s Corps, where Garnett commanded a brigade in Major General D. R. Jones’ division. Garnett performed well in the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), winning the respect and admiration of his men. In the spring of 1863, Garnett, now in Major General George Pickett’s division, participated in Confederate operations at Suffolk, Virginia.

Garnett’s brigade took part in Lee’s second invasion of the North. On July 3, 1863, on the third day of fighting at Gettysburg, Garnett, who had an injured leg and could barely walk, refused to remain in the rear during Pickett’s attack on the center of the Union line. Rather, Garnett advanced on horseback at the head of his brigade, galloping up and down the line to encourage his men. Garnett was within 20 yards of the Union line when he disappeared in the smoke. Although his blood-soaked horse was later found, Garnett’s body was never recovered. Most likely his body was stripped of items of any value and then buried in a mass grave by Union soldiers.
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Garnett, Robert Selden

Birth Date: December 16, 1819

Death Date: July 13, 1861

Confederate officer. Born on December 16, 1819, on the family’s plantation in Essex County, Virginia, Robert Selden Garnett graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in the class of 1841 and was commissioned into the 4th Artillery Regiment. He served for two years on the U.S.-Canadian border before being detailed to West Point to teach tactics.

In 1846 Garnett returned to the artillery and participated in the two opening engagements of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) at Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma. In June he became Major General Zachary Taylor’s aide-de-camp and earned a brevet promotion to captain for his action at the Battle of Monterrey and to major for the Battle of Buena Vista during Taylor’s northern Mexico campaign.

Garnett then served three years with the infantry. In 1849 he traveled to California to deliver dispatches and while there submitted the design that became the California state seal. In 1850 he commanded the escort for Seminole Indians from Florida to Indian Territory. In 1852 he was assigned as commandant of cadets at West Point. Following this assignment, Garnett was sent to the Pacific Northwest, where in 1856 his wife and son died suddenly. He then took leave and was in Europe when the Civil War began in 1861.

Following the secession of Virginia, Garnett, by now a major, submitted his resignation from the U.S. Army on April 30, 1861. He was immediately assigned as adjutant general of all Virginia forces. Garnett was charged with organizing Virginia’s soldiers and two months later was rewarded for his efforts when he entered Confederate service as a brigadier general. He also received command of Virginia troops in the northwestern part of the state (today West Virginia) on June 14, 1861.

Almost from the beginning, Garnett faced great difficulties in his post because of the Union Army’s activities in the strongly pro-Union area. Suffering from a lack of supplies, ammunition, and manpower, Garnett divided his forces, retaining the bulk under his direct command at Laurel Hill, with the balance under Lieutenant Colonel John Pegram at Rich Mountain. On July 11, 1861, Union brigadier general William S. Rosecrans attacked Pegram and was able to cut off his retreat. Realizing that his position was in danger, Garnett began to withdraw. He attempted to save his supplies but was forced to fight at Carrick’s Ford on July 13. Personally directing the rear guard crossing the Cheat River, Garnett had finished giving the order for his skirmishers to retreat when he was struck in the back by a Union bullet and died instantly, the first general on either side in the war to be killed in action.

Garnett’s body was abandoned by his fleeing troops and fell into Union hands. Major General George B. McClellan, commanding the Department of the Ohio, nevertheless ensured that the body was returned to Garnett’s family.
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Garrard, Kenner

Birth Date: September 30, 1827

Death Date: May 15, 1879

Union officer. Kenner Garrard was born on September 30, 1827, in Bourbon County, Kentucky, and attended Harvard College before enrolling in the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, from which he graduated in 1851. Commissioned in the artillery but quickly transferred to the dragoons, he spent much of his time on posts in the Southwest, especially in Texas, rising to captain in the elite 2nd Cavalry. In April 1861 as the secession crisis was about to result in civil war, Garrard was captured by Texas partisans and briefly incarcerated. He was soon paroled, but his movement was strictly prescribed. Formally exchanged on August 27, 1862, he became colonel of the 146th New York Volunteer Infantry in the Army of the Potomac.

On July 2 during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Garrard took charge of an infantry brigade after its commander, Brigadier General Stephen H. Weed, was killed in action. On July 23 Garrard was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers; in November, he was promoted to the regular rank of major. From December 1863 to February 1864, he served as head of the Cavalry Bureau in Washington, D.C., before joining Major General William T. Sherman’s army in northern Georgia as commander of the 2nd Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland.

Garrard orchestrated several successful raids on the outskirts of Atlanta before joining Major General Andrew J. Smith (XVI Corps) as commander of the 2nd Cavalry Division. Garrard saw considerable action in Tennessee, especially during the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864), where he performed most effectively. Garrard ended the war on the Gulf Coast, where he participated in the Siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865). He was brevetted major general in both the regular and volunteer organizations before mustering out of the volunteers in August 1865.

On November 9, 1866, Garrard ended a 15-year army career when he resigned his commission and moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he engaged in real estate. Garrard died in Cincinnati on May 15, 1879.
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Garrett, Robert, & Sons, Inc.

See Robert Garrett & Sons, Inc.

Garrett, Thomas

Birth Date: August 21, 1789

Death Date: January 25, 1871

Quaker businessman and influential abolitionist. Thomas Garrett was born into a well-to-do Quaker farming family on August 21, 1789, in Upper Darby, Delaware County, Pennsylvania. His Quaker family had a strong abolitionist bent, and Garrett moved to nearby Wilmington, Delaware, which was then still a slave state, to become more active in the abolitionist cause. He also established a successful hardware and iron business there.

Before long, Garrett made his home in Wilmington a stop on the Underground Railroad, which ferried runaway slaves from the South to freedom in the North. Garrett’s home was the last stop for fugitive slaves before they reached the Pennsylvania state line. Garrett would supply runaway slaves with food, money, and other essentials to ensure that they would reach safety. He also sometimes boarded them until it was safe for them to make the last leg of their journey.

Famed abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, who served as an inspiration to Garrett, once stopped in Wilmington, where the two men had a long and spirited meeting. Garrett also worked closely with Harriet Tubman, who visited his home many times while escorting fugitive slaves to the North.

By the 1830s, Maryland officials had become so incensed by Garrett’s activities that they set a $10,000 reward for his arrest. Undeterred, Garrett continued his work on the Underground Railroad, eventually helping more than 2,000 ex-slaves reach freedom. He did not attempt to hide his work, however, and it was Wilmington’s worst-kept secret that Garrett’s home was a conduit for escaped slaves.

In 1848 Garrett and fellow Quaker abolitionist John Hunn were arrested and charged with aiding a slave family’s escape to freedom. The resultant trial occurred in a federal court convened at New Castle, Delaware, and was presided over by U.S. Supreme Court chief justice Roger Taney. In court, Garrett made no attempt to hide his work and stated matter-of-factly that he would continue in his activities. After he was fined $4,500, a very substantial sum in 1848, Garrett addressed the court: “You have left me without a dollar…. I say to all in this court room that if anyone knows a fugitive who wants shelter … send him to Thomas Garrett and he will befriend him.” Although Garrett was left nearly destitute, his fellow abolitionists raised sufficient funds to cover the fine, and he was able to keep his business and his home.

Garrett continued to be active in abolitionist circles and maintained his residence as an important Underground Railroad stop until the Civil War. During the conflict, armed African Americans voluntarily protected his home from Confederate sympathizers. When Garrett died on January 25, 1871, in Wilmington, Delaware, African American pallbearers carried his body to his grave, as he had requested in his will.
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Garrison, William Lloyd

Birth Date: December 10, 1805

Death Date: May 24, 1879

American writer, newspaper editor, reformer, and noted abolitionist. William Lloyd Garrison was born in Newburyport, Massachusetts, on December 10, 1805. At the age of 13, he began a 7-year apprenticeship to Ephraim W. Allen, editor of the Newburyport Herald. There Garrison learned the newspaper trade, developed a talent for writing, and became convinced of the power of words to effect change in society. His apprenticeship complete, in 1826 he became editor of a local newspaper, the Free Press. In 1828 he and Nathaniel H. White coedited the National Philanthropist, which was devoted to speaking out against societal vice and war.

As the slavery issue began to dominate the national scene, Garrison joined the American Colonization Society, which pushed for colonizing former slaves outside the United States. During this time, Garrison met abolitionist Quaker Benjamin Lundy. From 1829 on, Garrison continued to protest injustice in general, but opposition to slavery became the major focus of his work. He coedited the Genius of Universal Emancipation with Lundy, began making public speeches against slavery, and made several trips to Great Britain for the cause of emancipation.

Garrison became increasingly determined on the issue of slavery, which he had come to see as the greatest evil facing society at the time. He left the American Colonization Society and denounced it. Unlike many abolitionists of his day who supported gradual compensated emancipation, Garrison believed that the only way to deal with the slavery dilemma was immediate and complete emancipation.
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William Lloyd Garrison of Massachusetts, editor of the anti-slavery newspaper The Liberator and one of the founders of the American Anti-Slavery Society, was one of the most influential figures in the abolitionist movement. (National Archives)

Garrison had no plan for how the liberated slaves would fit into society, however. He simply denounced the institution of slavery at every opportunity, and his words became increasingly inflammatory. Garrison became so uncompromising that he sometimes alienated even his closest allies.

In 1829 when Garrison accused Francis Todd, a ship owner, of engaging in domestic slave trading, Todd sued Garrison for libel and won. Unable to pay the fine, Garrison was sentenced to six months in jail. He only served seven weeks of his sentence, however, because Arthur Tappan, a wealthy philanthropist, paid the fine. With this unpleasantness behind him, Garrison believed that it was time for him to move on, and he parted ways with Lundy in 1830. Before long, Garrison enlisted the help of Isaac Knapp and began publishing The Liberator, which became Garrison’s antislavery vehicle for the next 35 years.

In The Liberator, Garrison expounded on his antislavery philosophy of nonviolent resistance. He believed that moral arguments alone should be enough to exact reform. In a blatant contradiction to his philosophy, however, he called John Brown, who led a violent 1859 attack on Harpers Ferry in the name of destroying slavery, a just martyr. As a rule, Garrison continued to use words instead of swords as weapons. His words were so harsh, in fact, that he sometimes received threats of bodily harm. He also attacked both North and South with equal zeal. In his opinion, the U.S. Constitution should have been replaced because it tacitly protected the institution of slavery. At one point, the State of Georgia found Garrison’s words so offensive that it set a reward for his arrest.

In spite of these dangers, Garrison did not retreat. To organize the antislavery movement more effectively, in 1831 he contributed to the creation of the New England Anti-Slavery Society. In 1833 he played a major role in the creation of the American Anti-Slavery Society. After 1833, however, Garrison’s influence in the movement began to diminish because he was regarded as too radical. His attempt to include women’s rights in the American Anti-Slavery Society’s agenda, for example, met with widespread disapproval and splintered the organization. In 1835 had Boston’s mayor Theodore Lyman not intervened, Garrison would have become a martyr to his cause when an angry mob threatened to hang him. In 1841 Garrison endorsed secession as a way of removing slavery from the country, and in 1854 he publicly burned a copy of the U.S. Constitution.

The Emancipation Proclamation, which freed slaves in the rebelling states, encouraged the American Anti-Slavery Society groups to reunite and Garrison to support the Union beginning in 1863. After the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery, Garrison resigned from the American Anti-Slavery Society and closed down The Liberator in 1865. During Reconstruction, he continued to write editorials in the Independent in support of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments. Garrison died in New York on May 24, 1879.
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Garrott, Isham Warren

Birth Date: 1816

Death Date: June 17, 1863

Confederate officer. Isham Warren Garrott was born in 1816 in Anson County, North Carolina, and graduated from the University of North Carolina. He subsequently passed the bar and became an attorney in Marion, Alabama, in 1840. He was a Whig and held several local public offices before being elected to the Alabama legislature in 1845 and again in 1847. During the 1850s, Garrott embraced Southern efforts to secede from the Union and in early 1861 was dispatched to his native state of North Carolina in a bid to convince officials there to join the secessionist movement.

After the Civil War began, Garrott helped recruit the 20th Alabama Infantry Regiment and was elected its colonel on October 8, 1861. For the next 18 months, the 20th Alabama was assigned to garrison duties in Mobile. However, when Union forces commenced the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), Garrott and his men were dispatched to help defend Vicksburg, where they joined Brigadier General Edward M. Tracey’s force. After Tracey was killed in action at the Battle of Port Gibson (May 1, 1863), Garrott took temporary command of Tracey’s brigade. Garrott led the brigade during several weeks of skirmishes in the environs of Vicksburg before he was killed by a sniper on June 17, 1863. He had already been approved for promotion to brigadier general; the commission arrived several days after his death.
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Gartrell, Lucius Jeremiah

Birth Date: January 7, 1821

Death Date: April 7, 1891

Lawyer, politician, and Confederate officer. Lucius Jeremiah Gartrell was born on January 7, 1821, in Wilkes County, Georgia. He attended both Randolph-Macon College and the University of Georgia but did not earn a degree. He subsequently studied law, was admitted to the bar in 1842, and opened a practice in Washington, Georgia. He soon moved to Atlanta and was solicitor general of the Northern Circuit (1843–1847). From 1847 to 1850, Gartrell was a member of the Georgia House of Representatives as a Whig. By now, Gartrell had become a hard-line proslavery advocate and spurned any efforts to reach compromise over the institution. He also began urging secession. Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1856, he served in that body during 1857–1861.

After Georgia seceded, Gartrell left the U.S. Congress and organized the 7th Georgia Infantry Regiment. Elected colonel of the outfit, he saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). That November, he was elected to the Confederate House of Representatives and resigned his army commission. A staunch supporter of the Jefferson Davis administration, Gartrell urged an end to military exemptions, sought to rein in inflation and speculation by way of price controls on key commodities, and sponsored a bill that would have given the Confederate government the power to suspend the writ of habeas corpus virtually at will. Anxious to return to the field, he did not stand for reelection in 1864 and returned to uniform in August. On August 22, he received a brigadier general’s commission.

After mobilizing four regiments of Georgia reserve forces, Gartrell led his men in a determined—if fruitless—effort to halt Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). Wounded during an engagement at Coosawhatchie, South Carolina, on December 9, 1864, Gartrell went to Augusta, Georgia, where he ended his military career.

After the war, Gartrell returned to Atlanta and resumed his law practice. In 1882 he waged an unsuccessful gubernatorial bid in Georgia. Gartrell died in Atlanta on April 7, 1891.
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Gary, Martin Witherspoon

Birth Date: March 25, 1831

Death Date: April 9, 1881

Confederate officer. Martin Witherspoon Gary was born on March 25, 1831, in Cokesbury, South Carolina. He graduated from Harvard College in 1854 and became a successful criminal attorney in South Carolina. An avowed secessionist, he was elected to the South Carolina House of Representatives in 1860 but soon vacated that position to lead a militia company mustered into Confederate service as a part of Colonel Wade Hampton’s legion. During the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Gary took temporary command of the legion when Hampton and his lieutenant colonel were wounded. Advanced to lieutenant colonel and then to colonel, Gary commanded the legion from late 1862 until the spring of 1864. The unit saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), and the Siege of Suffolk (April 11–May 4, 1863) and also participated in actions in eastern Tennessee.

During 1864 and the early months of 1865, the regiment fought as regular mounted cavalry with the Army of Northern Virginia. Gary was advanced to brigadier general on May 19, 1864, and then commanded a cavalry brigade in the Richmond defenses. He saw action during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and was the last brigade commander to vacate Richmond in April 1865. Refusing to surrender at Appomattox, Gary and a portion of his command accompanied Confederate president Jefferson Davis’s entourage as it fled south into the Carolinas. Gary returned to Cokesbury soon thereafter.

After the war, Gary resumed his legal practice and became prominent in state politics as an inveterate white supremacist. From 1879 to 1881 he served in the South Carolina Senate, but he was unsuccessful in his bids to become governor and a U.S. senator. Gary died on April 9, 1881, in Edgefield County, South Carolina.
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Gatlin, Richard Caswell

Birth Date: January 18, 1809

Death Date: September 8, 1896

Confederate officer. Richard Caswell Gatlin was born on January 18, 1809, in Lenoir, North Carolina, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1832. Commissioned in the infantry, he saw duty during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning a brevet during the latter, before being posted to the Dakota and Kansas frontiers. In 1858 he participated in the Utah Expedition. By 1861 he had risen to the rank of major.

While on duty at Fort Smith, Arkansas, in April 1861, Gatlin was briefly detained by Arkansas militiamen. He then resigned his commission to join the Confederate cause and was soon named adjutant general of North Carolina, with the rank of major general (North Carolina Militia); he also received a colonel’s commission in the Confederate Army.

Advanced to brigadier general in the Confederate Army in August 1861, Gatlin received command of the Department of North Carolina; this included important coastal defenses. His men were unable to stave off defeat during the Union assault on Hatteras Inlet (August 28–29, 1861), and many blamed Gatlin for the loss. Moving his headquarters from Wilmington to Goldsborough early the following month, he tried to prevent further Union incursions, but his pleas for reinforcements went unheeded. After New Bern was captured on March 14, 1862, Gatlin was sacked as departmental commander. Although he argued—with some justification—that the reversals in eastern North Carolina were largely beyond his control, given the meager resources at hand, Confederate authorities refused to give Gatlin another command.

Dejected and disgusted, Gatlin resigned his commission in September 1862 and resumed the post of adjutant general for North Carolina Militia troops. When the war ended, he relocated to Sebastian County, Arkansas, where he took up farming. Gatlin died on September 8, 1896, in Mount Nebo, Arkansas.
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Gatling Gun

Multibarreled rapid-firing gun. The Civil War gave rise to a number of new weapons. Among these were several precursors to the modern machine gun, including Wilson Ager’s Coffee Mill. It took its name from the means of feeding the ammunition from the top of the weapon by a funnel and crank mechanism, all of which resembled a coffee mill.

Ager’s gun had a single barrel. The ammunition was formed of a steel tube that contained powder, a .58-caliber bullet, and a nipple at the end for a percussion cap. Steady turning of the crank dropped a round into the chamber, locked the breechblock in place, dropped a hammer that fired the round, and ejected the spent case. Ager claimed a firing rate of 100 rounds a minute, although the gun barrel could not have long withstood the heat thus generated.

Ager demonstrated his weapon before President Abraham Lincoln, and the U.S. Army eventually purchased 50 of them. The Coffee Mills proved unreliable, however, in combat use and were never employed en masse. Ultimately they were used in the defense of Washington, D.C.

Confederate Army captain D. R. Williams also invented a mechanical gun. Mounted on a mountain-howitzer carriage, it was a 4-foot-long 1-pounder of 1.57-inch bore. Operated by a hand crank, it utilized paper cartridges and could fire 65 shots a minute. It tended to overheat and was also not a true machine weapon, in that ammunition was fed into it by hand.

Other such weapons also appeared, but the most famous of mechanical guns was that invented by Richard Jordan Gatling in 1862. Well aware of problems from the buildup of heat, Gatling designed his gun with six rotating barrels around a central axis. Each barrel fired in turn with its own bolt and firing pin. Thus, in a firing rate of 300 rounds per minute, each barrel would have been utilized only 50 times.

The Gatling gun employed a hopper for the ammunition similar to that of the Coffee Mill. The first Gatling gun also employed steel cylinders with a percussion cap at the end, a round, and paper cartridges with the charge. The production model did away with the percussion cap in favor of a rim-fire cartridge. Turning the crank rotated the barrels, dropped in the rounds, and fired each barrel in turn. The chief difference from the Coffee Mill was in the rotating multiple barrel design.

The U.S. Army’s chief of ordnance Colonel John W. Ripley, who was well known for his opposition to innovative weaponry, blocked adoption of the Gatling gun. Gatling’s North Carolina birth also seems to have worked against him. Despite Gatling’s appeals to Lincoln, the wartime army never adopted the gun. Its only use in the Civil War came when Major General Benjamin Butler purchased six of them at his own expense and employed them effectively in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

In 1864 Gatling redesigned the gun so that each barrel had its own chamber, which helped prevent the leakage of gas. Gatling also adopted center-fire cartridges. These and other refinements produced a rate of fire of about 300 rounds per minute. Finally, in 1866 the U.S. Army purchased 100 Gatling guns, equally divided between 6-barrel models of 1-inch caliber and 10-barrel models of .50-inch caliber. Gatling worked out a licensing agreement with Colt Arms to produce the gun.

The Gatling gun provided effective service in the Indian Wars in the American West and in the Spanish American War. V Corps’ Gatling Gun Detachment played an important role in the Santiago (Cuba) Campaign, especially in the U.S. victory in the Battle of San Juan Hill (July 1, 1898). Gatling guns were also utilized in the Puerto Rico Campaign.

Gatling guns also served with the U.S. Navy. Tested by the British government in 1870, the Gatling gun outshot its competition by a wide margin and was adopted by both the British Army and the Royal Navy in .42-caliber and .65-caliber versions, respectively. The Gatling gun remained the standard mechanical rapid-fire weapon until the introduction of the Maxim gun, the first true machine gun.
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Geary, John White

Birth Date: December 30, 1819

Death Date: February 8, 1873

Lawyer, politician, and Union officer. John White Geary was born on December 30, 1819, in Mount Pleasant, Pennsylvania. He graduated from Jefferson College (Pennsylvania) in 1841, and after holding a number of jobs he became a lawyer and established his own practice. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he enlisted as a volunteer and saw action as a lieutenant colonel and then colonel of the 2nd Pennsylvania Infantry. He was wounded multiple times at the Battle of Chapultepec (September 13, 1847). After the war, he helped establish U.S. postal service in California, served as mayor of San Francisco (1850–1851), and was governor of the Kansas Territory (1856–1857). Geary’s avowed antislavery stance ultimately forced his resignation, however.

In the spring of 1861 after the Civil War began, Geary helped the Pennsylvania government raise some 68 companies; he himself organized the 28th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment, serving as its colonel. He saw service along the upper Potomac River, and in March 1862 he was wounded and captured near Leesburg, Virginia. Released only a few days later, on April 25, 1862, Geary was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers in Major General Nathaniel P. Banks’s corps in the short-lived Army of Virginia. Geary was wounded again at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) but recovered sufficiently to take command of a division in XII Corps soon thereafter. In this post he performed well at the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and provided outstanding service in the Battle of Lookout Mountain (November 24, 1863).
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Union major general of volunteers John W. Geary, shown here with his staff at Harpers Ferry (West) Virginia, commanded divisions in both the Eastern and Western theaters of the Civil War. During 1867–1873 he was governor of Pennsylvania. (Library of Congress)

Geary commanded a division in XX Corps, Army of the Cumberland, during Major General William T. Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). After the fall of Savannah, Georgia, on December 20, 1864, Geary served briefly as military governor of the city. Brevetted major general of volunteers, he led his division through the Carolinas and mustered out of the service in January 1866.

After the war Geary was elected governor of Pennsylvania as a Republican, serving from 1867 until 1873. His administration received high marks, and Geary fought against the undue influence of the railroads and stymied numerous special interests by vetoing legislation that would have benefited them. Geary died suddenly of a heart attack in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on February 8, 1873, little more than two weeks after leaving office.
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General Order No. 100

Guiding regulations for Union forces during the Civil War. General Order No. 100, subdivided into 157 articles, specified military regulations concerning martial law, retaliation, public and private property of the enemy, deserters, prisoners of war, partisans, spies, the exchange of prisoners, flags of truce, parole, armistice, insurrections, and assassination. A War Department committee consisting of five officers and one civilian, Francis Lieber, formulated the order in the spring of 1863. Lieber, a German immigrant and scholar of international law, was the primary architect of the regulations, and for this reason General Order No. 100 is sometimes referred to as Lieber’s Code. President Abraham Lincoln approved and signed the order on April 24, 1863.

By the spring of 1863, Northern officials recognized that the nature of the Civil War and the Union’s war aims had changed significantly since 1861. The changing nature of the conflict was underscored by President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, which went into effect on January 1, 1863. It stipulated that all slaves in states still in rebellion were free. Embracing the emancipation of slaves as well as the preservation of the Union as dual war aims, the North began to execute its war aims more vigorously. For example, the Union military abandoned conciliatory or pragmatic war policies and adapted harsher practices, which expanded the military and political boundaries of the war.

Although the already-existing Articles of War offered guidance on the conduct of the war, they remained silent on several increasingly important issues, especially the treatment of Southern civilians. Lieber, with the approval of general in chief Major General Henry Halleck, then formulated the written ethical code to govern Union military conduct. General Order No. 100 promoted a vigorous conduct of the war that focused on destroying the Confederacy.

The content of Lieber’s Code stipulated the treatment of enemy combatants, wounded soldiers, and prisoners of war. Furthermore, the code defined the status of enemy civilians and enemy property as well as “military necessity.” Article 21, for instance, states that a citizen of a hostile country is classified as an enemy and is thus subject to the hardships of war. The code did limit the destruction of enemy property, however, and specified that private property, unless abandoned or forfeited, could be seized only for “military necessity.” Moreover, as stipulated in Article 34, churches, hospitals, and educational facilities were to be protected. Lieber’s Code clearly opposed pillaging and unauthorized destruction, and any soldier who committed such crimes was liable to be executed.

General Order No. 100 was essentially a set of humanitarian regulations for the conduct of war. The code was novel for the time and would influence the future development of international law. There was no comparable document in the Western world at the time, and many nations quickly moved to adopt elements of the code into their own military regulations.

Lieber’s Code argued that wars should be prosecuted quickly and vigorously in the belief that wars of shorter duration are usually less destructive. Here the code was a bit blurred, as it tried to embrace the two often-opposed concepts of maintaining humane conditions while advocating a vigorous pursuit of hostilities.

Although the Union military followed many elements of the General Order No. 100, the overall code was not always carefully enforced. Operating in the Shenandoah Valley in the spring of 1864, Union major general David Hunter allowed the destruction of much civilian private property as well as the Virginia Military Institute. The latter was in direct violation of the code’s prohibition against the destruction of educational institutions.
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General War Order No. 1

See President’s General War Order No. 1
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Georgia

State in the Deep South located along the Eastern Seaboard that seceded from the Union in January 1861. Georgia borders Alabama to the west, South Carolina and the Atlantic Ocean to the east, Tennessee and North Carolina to the north, and Florida to the south. With nearly 59,000 square miles, Georgia was the second-largest state in the Confederacy and the largest state east of the Mississippi River. Only Texas in the Confederacy was larger. Georgia’s fairly extensive system of railroads—with Atlanta as a hub—along with its arsenals, growing industrial base, and the strategic port of Savannah made it vital to the South’s war effort as a source of matériel and manpower. Georgia’s 1860 population was 1,023,801, of whom 576,719 were white and 447,002 were African American. Of the African American population, all but 1,225 were slaves, making the state second only to Virginia in total slave population. The majority of Georgians lived in rural areas, and only one county had more than 30,000 people. The economy depended largely on a slave-based plantation system that produced cotton, the state’s main commercial crop.

The Democratic Party, dominated by the wealthy plantation families, controlled antebellum Georgia politics, although the plantation owners faced growing challenges from smallholders and a growing urban business class. Public opinion overwhelmingly favored slavery but was deeply divided over the issue of secession. Abraham Lincoln’s election in November 1860 tipped the balance in favor of the secessionists, who were led principally by Governor Joseph E. Brown. On January 21, 1861, the state legislature approved a secession ordinance, and Georgia became the fourth state to leave the Union.

The ensuing war radically altered Georgia’s economy and society. For the first three years of war, there was little fighting in Georgia except for some skirmishes along its short seacoast until the September 1863 Chickamauga Campaign brought the war into the far northern part of the state. As a result, industrial development proceeded virtually unimpaired, particularly in textiles, lumber milling, munitions and arms production, and railroads.

Union major general William T. Sherman’s army entered northern Georgia in the spring of 1864, bringing the full fury of the war to the state. The capture of Atlanta on September 2, 1864, marked the culmination of a costly extended Union campaign. This had devastating consequences for both the state and the Confederacy as a whole. For Georgians, however, the ordeal was just beginning. Sherman then elected to destroy anything in Atlanta of military value, cut loose from his supply lines, and march his army east to the sea, living off the land as they went. Sherman’s March to the Sea commenced on November 1, 1864, and ended on December 20, when Sherman’s troops entered Savannah. Union troops left behind no civil administration or governing infrastructure in the areas they had passed through, resulting in a state that was in social, economic, and political chaos. The one bright spot for Georgians was that Sherman opted not to destroy Savannah, having apparently been smitten by its beauty.

Along with Georgia’s economic contributions, the state sent 100,000 men to the Confederate Army, with most serving in General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia; however, a fairly large number also served in the West. Overall, Georgia raised 66 infantry regiments and numerous cavalry and artillery units. Among those 100,000 men, 18,352 died of all causes.

Conscription and the use of state reserves and militias outside of Georgia, however, became points of conflict between Governor Brown and the Confederate government in Richmond. The Confederate Congress had authorized the creation of local defense units in 1861, and when conscription was expanded in 1864, this created state reserves for all adult males between the ages of 17 and 50. Brown, a strong states’ rights advocate, used the state militia to protect many Georgians from being drafted into the regular Confederate Army. However, the Georgia Militia and the state reserve served with Confederate regular units during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and in opposing the subsequent Union March to the Sea in November–December 1864.

In the period following the collapse of the Confederacy in 1865, Georgia was placed under military rule. After a new Reconstruction legislature ratified the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in July 1868, civil government was restored. On July 18, 1870, after Georgia ratified the Fifteenth Amendment, the state was formally readmitted to the Union.
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Georgia, Confederate Department of

Short-lived Confederate military administrative district. As Union forces moved to take possession of Port Royal Sound and the areas surrounding it in the autumn of 1861, Confederate officials were concerned that the adjacent Georgia coast was vulnerable to a Union offensive. Thus, Special Order No. 190 formally created the Department of Georgia, which was headquartered in Savannah, on October 26, 1861. Brigadier General Alexander R. Lawton was named commander the following day. The department encompassed the entire state of Georgia, although defensive emphasis was focused on the coast. By November 1, Lawton had 5,497 men under his command, most of whom were manning posts in Savannah, nearby Fort Pulaski, and Brunswick, among others. The largest contingent—1,086 troops—was stationed on Tybee Island, which lies just east of Savannah and south of Hilton Head Island. Several other Georgia Sea Islands also had troop garrisons. On November 5, 1861, the Department of Georgia became part of the newly created Department of South Carolina and Georgia, which was assigned to General Robert E. Lee.

Only two days later on November 7, Union forces prevailed in the Battle of Port Royal Sound (November 5–7, 1861) and occupied Hilton Head Island as well as Beaufort. On November 24, Union forces took Tybee and Wassaw Islands, both off the Georgia coast.
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Georgia, Union Army of

The left wing of Major General William T. Sherman’s army group during the March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Commanded by Major General Henry W. Slocum, the Army of Georgia had been part of the Army of the Cumberland. The Army of Georgia consisted of XIV Corps, led by Brigadier General Jefferson C. Davis; XX Corps, led by Brigadier General Alpheus S. Williams; and a cavalry division commanded by Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick.

After Atlanta fell to Union forces on September 2, 1864, Sherman reorganized his armies for a march from Atlanta to Savannah, Georgia. This trek would split Georgia roughly in half and destroy the state’s military infrastructure, crippling the South’s ability to continue the war. Under Sherman’s orders, Slocum drove his army southeast through Madison and Milledgeville before reuniting with the Army of the Tennessee (Sherman’s right wing) under Major General Oliver O. Howard.

When Sherman’s army reached Savannah in December, the Confederates realized that it could not be held and evacuated the city. Sherman entered Savannah on December 21, 1864. In February 1865 he moved his armies north and continued to attack Confederate forces in South Carolina and then in North Carolina, with the Army of Georgia still comprising the left wing of Sherman’s forces.

On April 13, 1865, Sherman’s forces entered Raleigh, North Carolina, which all but terminated the campaigning in the Southeast. On May 24, 1865, the Army of Georgia was a participant in the Grand Review of the Armies in Washington, D.C. It was officially disbanded on June 1, 1865.
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Georgia, Union Department of

Federal military administrative department created on June 7, 1865, and dissolved on May 19, 1866. Although part of Georgia had fallen under Union control as early as February 1865, the area remained part of the Department of the Cumberland until the late spring of 1865. To facilitate military reconstruction after the Civil War ended in April 1865, on June 7, 1865, President Andrew Johnson authorized the creation of the Military Division of Tennessee, under which the Department of Georgia would fall. Major General James B. Steedman became the commander of the department, which was headquartered in Augusta, Georgia. On December 10, 1865, Steedman was replaced by Major General James H. Wilson, who in turn was succeeded on December 19 by Major General John M. Brannan, who remained in command only until May 19, 1866, at which time the department was dissolved and became part of the Department of the South.
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Georgia Militia

Military force controlled by Governor Joseph E. Brown. The Georgia Militia actually predated the Civil War, but because he believed that the individual Confederate states should control troops they sent into battle, Brown decided to establish his own large militia force, which the state government would control. At its peak in the summer of 1864, the Georgia Militia numbered nearly 10,000 men. Brown also refused to provide the Confederate government with any state-owned guns and threatened to disarm volunteers from Georgia who enlisted to fight for the Confederacy. Brown was a vocal opponent of President Jefferson Davis’s war policies and abhorred the conscription acts of April and September 1862, which Brown believed were a blatant violation of states’ rights.

The first Confederate conscription act had gutted the Georgia Militia, even with Brown’s attempts to provide only skeletal regiments, top-heavy with officers but with scant numbers of enlisted men, for Confederate military service. This began a long-running duel between Brown and President Davis. By mid-1862, Brown attempted to replenish and enlarge his state’s militia, which would remain under his control. He did so by exempting higher-ranking militiamen from Confederate service and by greatly expanding the recruitment age, which eventually included men as young as 17 and as old as 50. By the late spring of 1864, the Georgia Militia numbered about 5,000 men. Because Brown zealously protected this force, the militiamen were often referred to as “Joe Brown’s Pets.”

The Georgia Militia saw no combat until the late spring of 1864, when Union major general William T. Sherman’s army threatened northern Georgia and Atlanta. In May and June 1864, Brown mobilized his militia officers to prepare defenses around Atlanta. In July he mobilized all able-bodied men between the ages of 16 and 55, and within days some 3,000 additional men took up positions around Atlanta. By then Brown’s militia numbered some 10,000 men and was commanded by Major General G. W. Smith.

The Georgia Militia was permitted to augment the Army of the Tennessee, which initially mocked the men because of their ragtag appearance and antiquated weapons. The militiamen proved their mettle, however, especially during the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864). After the city fell on September 2, the Georgia Militia was the sole organized infantry force left to oppose Sherman’s army as it moved toward the coast. The militia defeated Union forces at Honey Hill, South Carolina, on November 30, 1864. By December, however, Brown decided to furlough most of the militiamen in an attempt to keep the men in his state.
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German Americans in the Civil War

Combatants of German ethnicity in the American Civil War. The term “German Americans” typically refers to first-generation immigrants from German territories as opposed to descendants of earlier German immigrants or German citizens who fought with Union or Confederate forces.

No unified German state existed during the Civil War, which further complicated the identity of immigrants from the German-speaking territories in Europe. Many of the earlier (pre-1848) immigrants had identified themselves by their regional state of origin, such as Prussia, Bavaria, or Saxony. Some of the immigrants from the 1850s, known as Forty-Eighters, were believers in a unified German nation-state organized under liberal democratic principles. Many of these Forty-Eighters fled persecution in the German states following the collapse of the liberal-national revolutions of 1848–1849. Large numbers settled in the United States, predominantly in urban areas.

Another large German American population group included the so-called Pennsylvania Dutch, a group of Germans (“Deutsch” became corrupted to “Dutch”) who had immigrated to Pennsylvania in the 18th century, largely on religious grounds, and who retained a distinct culture and dialect.

In 1860 the U.S. census reported that 1.3 million U.S. residents were born in one of the German states, making German Americans the second-largest immigrant population group after the Irish Americans. The total U.S. population at the time was 34.3 million. The vast majority of German Americans lived in northern cities. New York City, with more than 130,000 German immigrants, and Philadelphia, with more than 80,000 German immigrants, had two of the largest urban German populations in the world. German Americans also formed a significant portion of the population in Cincinnati, St. Louis, and Milwaukee. The total number of German immigrants in the Southern states was much smaller, fewer than 72,000 people.

When the Civil War began in 1861, large numbers of German Americans, particularly the newly immigrated idealistic Forty-Eighters, volunteered in large numbers for the Union Army. Organization of regiments was often based on ethnicity, not by intent but because of the prevalence of a given ethnic group in particular geographic areas. As a result, dozens of predominantly German American regiments were raised in 1861. A number of the more recent German immigrants had the benefit of prior military training, including combat experience, in the Prussian Army.

Several larger Union units became known as “German” or “Dutch” units based on the high proportion of ethnically German regiments within their organizations. Among these were the divisions of Brigadier General Alexander Schimmelfenning, Brigadier General Ludwig (Louis) Blenker, and Brigadier General Adolf Wilhelm August Friedrich von Steinwehr. XI Corps, initially commanded by Major General Franz Sigel, contained 15 German and 12 non-German regiments. As a part of the Army of the Potomac in 1863, this corps bore the brunt of the Confederate flank attack on the second day of fighting at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) as well as the attack of Lieutenant General Richard Ewell’s corps on the first day of fighting at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Prejudice against foreigners and the association of XI Corps with these two defeats resulted in an ill-deserved poor reputation for the unit among the nonimmigrant soldiers. XI Corps was subsequently transferred to the Army of the Cumberland and later folded into the new XX Corps. Overall, a total of about 200,000 German Americans served in Union forces, and about 5,000 served in Confederate forces.
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Getty, George Washington

Birth Date: October 2, 1819

Death Date: October 1, 1901

Union officer. George Washington Getty was born on October 2, 1819, in Washington, D.C. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1840 and was commissioned in the artillery. He saw combat during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning a brevet, and in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858). He was also stationed along the western frontier. When the Civil War began in 1861, Getty was a captain in the 4th U.S. Artillery. On September 28, 1861, he was given the temporary staff rank of lieutenant colonel and was assigned as an aide-de-camp to the Army of the Potomac.

In charge of four artillery batteries, Getty performed effectively during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). On hand for the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), he served as chief artillerist for IX Corps. Getty was advanced to brigadier general on September 25, 1862, and given command of the 3rd Division, IX Corps, which he led during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). In March 1863 Getty’s division was sent to eastern Virginia, where he helped defend Suffolk. Several months later he engaged his division in a diversionary march to the South Anna River during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863).

In the winter of 1864, Getty was temporary inspector general on the Army of the Potomac before he received command of a division in VI Corps, which he led during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). There he received a severe wound and would not return to duty until the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) was already under way. After service during that operation, he also participated in Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865).

During the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864), Getty had charge of VI Corps for much of the day and played a leading role in securing the victory. He led his division into 1865, and on April 2 it was the first Union unit to pierce Confederate defenses around Petersburg. He was also active in the subsequent Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). In the meantime, Getty had been brevetted to major general in both the volunteer and regular services.

After the war ended, Getty stayed in the army but reverted to the rank of colonel. He retired in 1883 at that rank and settled in Forest Glen, Maryland, where he died on October 1, 1901.
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Gettysburg, Battle of

Start Date: July 1, 1863

End Date: July 3, 1863

Largest battle fought on the North American continent and the bloodiest contest of the Civil War. In a number of ways, the Battle of Gettysburg was the turning point of the war. The battle lasted for three days, from July 1 to July 3, 1863, and marked the deepest Confederate penetration of the North. Some 155,000 men fought in the battle, and a third of these became casualties.

Following the Confederate victory at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), General Robert E. Lee, commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, convinced Confederate president Jefferson Davis to allow him to invade the North. Although the numbers favored the Federals, the ratio was closer than it had been for some time or would be again. Lee’s offensive was essentially a spoiling attack, designed to hit the Army of the Potomac before it could again move south and to secure food and supplies from the rich Cumberland Valley for the South. The idea was to let the North bear the brunt of the war for a while and give Virginia a rest. The more optimistic Confederates hoped that Lee would be able to defeat the Federals on Northern soil and thereby threaten Washington, Philadelphia, and New York. Ideally, such a victory would destroy the will of the North to continue the war.

Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia had grown to about 72,000 men. Following the death of Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson in the days after Chancellorsville, Lee reorganized his army from two infantry corps to three. Lieutenant General James Longstreet commanded I Corps, while Jackson’s old corps was essentially divided into II Corps under Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell and III Corps under Lieutenant General A. P. Hill. Major General J. E. B. Stuart commanded the Confederate cavalry corps.
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Union major general Joseph Hooker’s Army of the Potomac numbered as many as 94,000 men. Organized in seven corps, it was rebuilding and preparing to resume the offensive. In the meantime, it occupied defensive positions above the Rappahannock River to keep watch on Lee.

On June 3 Lee set his army in motion, moving west. Hooker moved on a parallel track to keep his own army between Lee’s army and the federal capital of Washington, D.C. Crossing over the Blue Ridge Mountains, Lee moved north over the Potomac River. By late June, he was in position to threaten a number of Northern cities. Lee also hoped that he would be able to tempt the Federals into attacking him on ground of his own choosing, relying on defensive firepower to defeat the more numerous Union force.

By this time, Hooker no longer commanded the Army of the Potomac. The Union general had been quarreling with Washington, and on June 28 U.S. president Abraham Lincoln, dissatisfied in any case with Hooker’s performance at Chancellorsville, where he had fumbled away a splendid opportunity to smash Lee, took the risky decision of removing his commander in the midst of a campaign. Major General George Gordon Meade replaced Hooker. The former commander of V Corps, Meade was solid and dependable. He took time to make decisions but stuck by them, and he was not likely to be frightened by Lee.

Lee relied implicitly on and gave wide latitude to his excellent cavalry commander, Stuart. Lee assigned Stuart the task of screening the army’s right flank on the movement north. Stuart, however, had been obliged to use fords farther east than planned, and it took time for him to work his way back. Stuart was also forced to fight a number of costly engagements with the dramatically improved Union cavalry, including the huge Battle of Brandy Station (June 9) and clashes at Aldie (June 17), Middleburg (June 17–19), and Upperville (June 21). As it worked out, Stuart missed the march north and the first two days of the Gettysburg battle. Meanwhile, Lee’s army was blind. Lee assumed that the reliable Stuart would have informed him if the Federals were on the move, as was indeed the case.

On June 28, Lee’s army was dangerously spread out in four widely separated major bodies. That day, Lee learned to his dismay that Meade’s army was at Frederick, Maryland, and closer to part of his own army than its parts were to each other. If he did not concentrate at once, he risked the danger of having his army destroyed piecemeal. Lee sent couriers with instructions for the army to concentrate at the small town of Gettysburg, a key road intersection.

Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863)



	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength
	94,000
	74,000



	Killed
	3,155
	4,708



	Wounded
	14,531
	12,693



	Captured or missing
	5,369
	5,830




On June 30, one of A. P. Hill’s brigades under Brigadier General James Johnston Pettigrew spotted troopers of Union brigadier general John Buford’s cavalry division north of Gettysburg. Both sides then rushed reinforcements forward. Lee would not get the opportunity to fight the battle on terrain of his own choosing.

On July 1, Major General Henry Heth’s division of Hill’s corps approached the town with orders not to bring on an engagement. Instead, Heth’s men were drawn into battle with nearly 3,000 Union cavalrymen, barring their way into the town. Buford realized the importance of the high ground to his rear, and his men purchased just enough time for Union infantry to come up. Major General John F. Reynolds brought the 10,000 men of I Corps into battle as Meade rushed other units of his army forward. I Corps was soon reinforced by XI Corps, but the Union troops were driven back through the town. Lee’s army was coming in from the north, while that of Meade was marching up from the south.

The outnumbered and outflanked Union forces withdrew through the town of Gettysburg to the hills behind it, collecting on Cemetery Ridge. Lee arrived that afternoon. He had neither anticipated nor wanted a battle here, but the Confederates had enjoyed success thus far. Lee ordered Ewell to occupy the hills and Cemetery Ridge beyond the town if possible. Ewell, interpreting Lee’s broad phrasing as a request rather than an order, decided to take no action. As night fell, the Union forces consolidated their defenses.

The first day of battle had been especially costly for the Union side. Of 18,000 Federals engaged that day, two-thirds were casualties. Reynolds was among those killed. But the Union troops had purchased time for the Army of the Potomac to establish strong defenses, the so-called Fishhook. It ran from Culp’s Hill southeast of the town northwestward to Cemetery Hill, then curved sharply south along Cemetery Ridge, eventually stretching to Little Round Top and Big Round Top. This terrain was Meade’s greatest advantage during the battle. It enabled him, on interior lines, to shift resources much more quickly than could Lee, who occupied far longer exterior lines outside the Union arc. Major General Winfield Scott Hancock, who commanded II Corps and was perhaps the best Union general on the field in the battle, had been sent by Meade to assess the situation and made the decision to stay and fight on Cemetery Ridge and Culp’s Hill. Meanwhile, two additional Union corps arrived during the evening, giving Hancock an additional 20,000 men. Meade arrived on the battlefield after midnight and took command.
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During the evening of July 1, the Army of Northern Virginia concentrated at Gettysburg. Ewell’s corps faced the top of the Fishhook—Culp’s Hill and Cemetery Hill. To Ewell’s right, Hill’s men formed opposite the ridge, while Longstreet’s still-arriving corps moved into position on Hill’s right. Lee met with his corps commanders and outlined his plan for offensive action on July 2. Longstreet’s corps on the Confederate right was to attack the Union left, suspected to be near the Round Tops, while Ewell’s corps would strike Culp’s Hill on the Union right. Lee desired to press in both flanks simultaneously and force Meade to retreat but had no knowledge of the exact location of the Union flanks. Without reliable information from his still-missing cavalry, Lee had to issue broad orders and rely on his commanders to locate the enemy.

Longstreet’s flanking movement to the Round Tops developed slowly, hampered by a lack of knowledge of the area and the desire to avoid Union detection until he could launch the attack. The Confederates engaged in extensive countermarching to avoid observation from Union signalers on Little Round Top. As a result, Longstreet’s attack did not commence until 4:00 p.m. But the Confederates were given a magnificent opportunity thanks to an impetuous decision of Union III Corps commander Major General Daniel Sickles. On his own initiative, Sickles moved his 11,000 men forward in advance of the Fishhook to a small rise topped by Sherly’s Peach Orchard. Sickles believed that this area was superior to the position Meade had ordered him to occupy. Sickles had almost completed his deployment when Longstreet’s corps slammed into his position and inflicted heavy casualties on the Union defenders. Sickles’s decision had both isolated his corps and exposed the entire Union left flank.

As fighting for the Peach Orchard raged, the remainder of Longstreet’s corps headed for the Round Tops. The seizure of this high ground would allow the Confederates to dominate the entire Union line. Elements of Major General J. B. Hood’s division fought through Devil’s Den, where Hood fell badly wounded, while part of Brigadier General Evander Law’s brigade easily drove off the few Federals on Big Round Top and then prepared to assault Little Round Top. Meade’s chief engineer, Brigadier General Gouverneur K. Warren, discovered Little Round Top unoccupied and sent an appeal for immediate assistance. Union reinforcements in the form of Colonel Strong Vincent’s brigade arrived just in time. Colonel Joshua Chamberlain’s 20th Maine Regiment took the brunt of the Confederate attack. His men repulsed several Confederate charges. Then, almost entirely out of ammunition, Chamberlain ordered his men to fix bayonets and charge. The Union troops drove the surprised Alabamians facing them down the hill. It was one of the most memorable actions of the entire war and may have saved the battle for the Union.

Meanwhile, desperate fighting raged back and forth in both the Wheatfield and the Peach Orchard. Finally, the Confederates broke through Sickles’s position, but Hancock, who had collected what units he could, drove them back. Meade shifted much of his XII Corps to assist Sickles. This left only one Union brigade to hold Culp’s Hill. Fortunately for the Union side, the two Confederate flanking attacks were not simultaneous. Ewell’s attack on Culp’s Hill did not begin until dusk at 7:00 p.m. Union troops held most of the line behind prepared positions of logs and rocks in fighting that continued into the dark. The next morning when the remainder of XII Corps had returned, the Union troops drove the Confederates back to their original positions.

Although Longstreet’s and Ewell’s corps had fought to a standstill, Lee believed that he had struck the Army of the Potomac a severe blow and that one more attack would collapse it. Lee had tested both Union flanks; now he would try the center. Stuart’s cavalry had finally arrived at about noon, and Major General George E. Pickett’s division from Longstreet’s Corps had also come up and was now available. On the Union side, the large VI Corps also appeared on the field. The entire Army of the Potomac was thus in place. Meade informed his commanders that the next day Lee would test the Union center.

Lee’s attack of July 3 was indeed against the center of the Union line directed toward a small copse of trees and a stone wall on Cemetery Ridge. Hancock’s II Corps and I Corps, now under Major General John Newton, held this section of the Union line. The more than one mile separating the two armies was open and rolling terrain, offering no cover or concealment for the attackers. Lee planned to utilize three divisions: that of Pickett and two others from Hill’s III Corps, under temporary commanders Pettigrew and Major General Isaac Trimble. Both of the latter divisions had suffered heavily in the first day of fighting; Pickett’s was the only fresh division. Longstreet tried to talk Lee out of the assault but to no avail. As part of the Confederate plan, Lee ordered Ewell to launch a simultaneous attack on Culp’s Hill, while Stuart’s cavalry would swing wide from the north and threaten the Union rear.
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Union and Confederate dead following the Battle of Gettysburg of July 1–3, 1863. The Union victory here put an end to the Confederate invasion of the North and was a major turning point in the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

The third day of fighting began at about 4:30 a.m. when the Union XII Corps began an artillery bombardment of Confederate positions at Culp’s Hill. Ewell then commenced his attack. There were heavy casualties on both sides, but the Confederates here accomplished nothing to support Lee’s battle plan when the fighting stopped just after noon.

At about 1:00 p.m., 160 Confederate guns massed in the center of the line opened what would be the largest artillery duel in the history of North America. Fewer than 100 Union guns replied in a two-hour cannonade. The Confederate fire had little effect. Most guns overshot, and the shelling caused little damage to the Union line, although it did wreak havoc in the Union rear.

At about 2:00 p.m., the Union guns fell silent to preserve ammunition. The Confederate assault then began, with the three divisions in line a mile wide, flags flying as if on parade, over the open ground toward the Union lines a mile distant. Under furious Union artillery fire, the Confederates continued to advance, their line now exposed to enfilading fire. Only several hundred Confederates reached the Union line. There they were driven back, killed, or captured in fierce hand-to-hand combat. Of some 12,000 Confederates who began the attack that day, some 6,500 (55 percent), including most of the brigade commanders, were casualties in what would forever be known as Pickett’s Charge. Union casualties were only about 1,500 men. That afternoon, Union horsemen defeated the Confederate cavalry about five miles east of the battlefield, completing the ascendance of the Union cavalry. For all practical purposes, the Battle of Gettysburg was over.

Lee then shortened his line, remaining in place along Seminary Ridge the next day and hoping that Meade would repeat Lee’s error and attack him. Meade refused. Finally, on the night of July 4 under a heavy rain, Lee decamped, withdrawing back down the Cumberland Valley. Meade was slow to pursue, and Lee was able to get away. By July 14, most of his army was across the Potomac and back into Virginia, with considerable booty and upwards of 6,000 Union prisoners.

In the Battle of Gettysburg, Meade lost perhaps 23,000 men. Lee’s losses were at least as great and possibly as high as 28,000 men. Although the Confederates pictured Gettysburg as a victory, the truth was that it was a serious Confederate defeat. The Army of Northern Virginia would never fully recover; too many fine regiment, brigade, and division commanders simply could not be replaced. The Army of the Potomac had at last lived up to its promise. Coming at the same time as the Union success at Vicksburg, the military balance now decisively favored the North. On November 19, 1863, President Lincoln arrived at Gettysburg to participate in the dedication of the Gettysburg National Cemetery and there delivered one of the most memorable speeches in American history, the Gettysburg Address.
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Gettysburg Address

Iconic speech delivered on November 19, 1863, by President Abraham Lincoln. The address, at the Soldiers’ National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, was to commemorate the sacrifices of those who gave their lives for the Union cause at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Although the Gettysburg Address was only 272 words in length and took just two minutes to deliver, it was almost instantly recognized as one of the most moving and influential American speeches in history.

Lincoln’s speech was part of a larger commemoration of 17 acres of land on Cemetery Hill that represented the final resting place of several thousand Union soldiers who had died in the Battle of Gettysburg. The featured speaker was not Lincoln. Instead, Edward Everett, a venerable politician and stirring orator, gave the main address, which was two hours long. Contrary to popular legend, Lincoln did not write the Gettysburg Address on the back of an envelope during the train trip from Washington to Gettysburg. Rather, Lincoln carefully prepared the speech well in advance, knowing that it presented him with a unique opportunity to enunciate the nation’s goals for the Civil War and his vision for a postwar order. The timing of the speech for Lincoln personally, however, was not good. His son Tad was quite ill at the time, and his wife Mary Todd Lincoln had begged the president not to make the trip.
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President Abraham Lincoln (circled) speaking at the dedication of Soldiers’ National Cemetery on the battlefield at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on November 19, 1863. This may be the only photo of Lincoln at the dedication. His two-minute speech became one of the most famous in history. (AP Photo/Matthew Brady)

Lincoln left Washington by train on the morning of November 18, arriving in Gettysburg around 5:00 p.m. That night he stayed at the home of David Wills, who had been the driving force behind the creation of the Gettysburg cemetery. There Lincoln put the finishing touches on his speech. The next day, dressed in a new but somber black suit, he made his way on horseback to the cemetery at Gettysburg at around 10:00 a.m. After an opening invocation, comments, and Everett’s long oration, Lincoln slowly arose, took two sheets of paper from his coat pocket, adjusted his spectacles, and began the now iconic address: “Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, upon this continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.”

Some two minutes later, Lincoln concluded: “and that government of the people, by the people, and for the people, shall not perish from this earth.” The crowd of some 15,000 people seemed taken aback by Lincoln’s brevity, but almost immediately many came to realize that Lincoln’s address had not only been an oratorical tour de force but had also encapsulated the sentiments of the majority of the American people. For Lincoln, the speech helped him solidify support for his war agenda just 12 months prior to the pivotal 1864 elections. It also helped him keep at bay the Copperheads, or War Democrats, in the North.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Gettysburg Battlefield Memorial Association

Organization established in 1864 and dedicated to commemorating the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and preserving the land on which it was fought. Almost as soon as the armies quit Gettysburg, interest grew in preserving the battlefield. David McConaughy, a Gettysburg attorney, soon began to buy battlefield land from local farmers and urged the governor of Pennsylvania to help preserve the site. McConaughy also helped to establish the Soldiers’ Cemetery (now Gettysburg National Cemetery).

The grassroots effort quickly grew, and by April 1864 a group known as the Gettysburg Battlefield Memorial Association (GBMA) had received a charter. McConaughy, the first president of the GBMA, intended for the organization to create “shrines of loyalty, patriotism, and liberty, whither, in all times, will come the sons of America, and the pilgrims of all lands.”

On the battlefield, the GBMA placed wooden interpretive markers, built observation towers, placed cannon tubes, and constructed roads for visitors. The organization also bought additional land and, more importantly, began to systematically map it. This effort was led by John Bachelder, who went to visit the battlefield. His work regarding the battlefield occupied most of the rest of his life. Bachelder produced the first guidebooks and maps for visitors.

The GBMA raised money for its work and continued to buy more land, including areas such as the Wheatfield and Little Round Top, scenes of heavy fighting on the second day of fighting. The park required constant maintenance, and the work included clearing nonhistoric trees, replacing fences, and repairing earthworks. This was accomplished with the help of volunteers and donations.

In the early years, the organization focused only on the Union Army’s defensive positions on the battlefield. Because the Battle of Gettysburg was a Union victory on Union soil, most of the visitors who visited were northerners or Union war veterans. By the 1880s, Union veterans had begun to hold reunions and place monuments on the battlefield.

Interest in the park continued to grow, even among the former Confederates who had fought there and who wanted their story told as well. In 1893 Congress established a commission to study and mark the battlefield, with a Union and a Confederate veteran asked to assist. By now there were 320 monuments on the site, and it was well on its way to becoming the nation’s most commemorated battlefield.

In 1895 the GBMA voted to dissolve, deeding its land to the U.S. War Department. More than 500 acres now became Gettysburg National Military Park, one of the original five U.S. National Military Parks.

ROBERT M. DUNKERLY
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Gettysburg Campaign

Start Date: June 1863

End Date: July 1863

Major Confederate offensive into Pennsylvania. Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s second invasion of the North, the Gettysburg Campaign, began in the early days of June 1863 and culminated in the epic Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). In the spring of 1863, Confederate forces were buoyed by recent successes in the Second Battle of Fredericksburg (May 3–4, 1863) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). But the scenario for the South was far from rosy. Chancellorsville had been costly in that Lee’s brilliant subordinate, Lieutenant General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, was severely wounded and subsequently died of pneumonia. Lee himself was ill with laryngitis and suffered from chest pains determined to be a heart condition called pericarditis. Furthermore, by the spring of 1863, the Confederacy was reeling from escalating inflation, the Union blockade, and critical shortages of both men and matériel. Nevertheless, Lee’s considerable army of some 80,000 was in good spirits, which encouraged him to carry the war into the North.

A number of factors affected Lee’s thinking, some of which countered concerns about the pressures that the Confederate armies in Tennessee and Mississippi were then facing. Lee considered that a movement into the North might cause the Union to respond to the threat and thus ease the Union’s western campaigns. Furthermore, there was the prospect that a large Confederate presence might weaken support in the North for the war, boost the Union peace movement, bring about European recognition, and perhaps even result in the capture of Harrisburg, the Pennsylvania capital, and other Northern cities. Important too would be his army’s ability to forage from the Maryland and Pennsylvania countryside. Naturally, the prospect of sweeping Union forces out of the upper South and at the same time probing military access to Washington, D.C., were also potential bonuses of an invasion of the North.

Lee kept his own counsel, at best revealing as little about his intentions as possible, but any reticence about the prospect was dissipated when Confederate president Jefferson Davis gave his assent to the campaign. On June 3, 1863, Lee took his army on a march that was to shape the future of the Civil War and generate much controversy about his military judgment. In the wake of Stonewall Jackson’s death, Lee reorganized his Army of Northern Virginia into three corps, essentially replacing Jackson with two men. Lieutenant General Richard Ewell now commanded II Corps, while Lieutenant General A. P. Hill headed the new III Corps. Ewell spearheaded the movement west of the Shenandoah Valley, which screened the Confederate advance. Lee had counted on Major General J. E. B. Stuart’s cavalry to provide reconnaissance for the march, but Stuart was soon to virtually disengage, especially after pitched battles at Brandy Station (June 9) and Second Winchester (June 14–15). The Battle of Brandy Station, although inconclusive, displayed the mettle of Union cavalry and ended the first stage of the Gettysburg campaign. At Winchester, Ewell showed himself to be a worthy replacement for Jackson and found the going easier after these engagements.

Lee’s army, meanwhile, stretched almost 100 miles by June 25, when he gave Stuart permission to cross the Potomac east of the Blue Ridge Mountains and around the rear of the Union forces. Stuart suffered numerous delays and encounters with Union forces and was not seen again by Lee until July 2, leaving Lee’s army essentially blind as it entered Northern territory.

Ewell led his corps into Pennsylvania, capturing York and Carlisle before turning to move on to Harrisburg. The foraging exercises of the Confederate invasion had proven successful beyond expectation, as foodstuffs of all kinds, livestock, horses, clothing, shoes, and even free blacks were confiscated by the army. Conditions changed rapidly as Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s and A. P. Hill’s corps moved on Chambersburg on June 28. The bulk of Lee’s army had been widely dispersed, but the commander nevertheless felt assured that Stuart’s cavalry would protect his flanks and keep him informed of the whereabouts of Union troops. This was not to be, however, for Lee learned from a Longstreet spy that Major General George Meade had replaced Major General Joseph Hooker and that the Army of the Potomac, close to 80,000 strong, was at Frederick, Maryland, and thus closer to the separate portions of Lee’s army than they were to each other.

Lee decided to combine his forces east of the mountains and prepare for battle. On June 30, 1863, both armies were centered on Gettysburg because the roads led there. Lee had decided against a defensive strategy in his campaign, despite Longstreet’s exhortations to deploy forces so as not to provoke Meade into action. Lee’s view was that the enemy was there and therefore must be struck. The first day of battle at Gettysburg, July 1, resulted from a clash between Confederate infantry of Hill’s corps and Union cavalry. It turned into a general engagement that neither side particularly wanted. The struggle was fairly successful for the South, but as dusk approached, there was a lull as Ewell vacillated about continuing the attack on the Union flank, allowing Union forces to take and hold commanding positions from which they would not be moved.
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On July 2, artillery and infantry combined in a massive attack that with heroic effort the Federals managed to repel. This day featured heavy fighting in the Wheatfield, Devil’s Den, and Little Round Top. Again, Longstreet pleaded with Lee to pursue a defensive strategy, but Lee was adamant about forcing the issue.

The result was a desperate attack on the Union center on July 3 and the destruction of three Confederate divisions in what came to be known as Pickett’s Charge. Day three also saw the Union cavalry dealing their Confederate counterparts a major blow. The defeat at Gettysburg represented the end of the second phase of Lee’s campaign.

Regrouping the still considerable remnants of his army, Lee now prepared for a possible Union counterattack that he hoped would take place, but it never materialized. Meade was wary of a still dangerous enemy force that contained some 60,000 men, although thousands were wounded. Meanwhile, Lee was notified that the strategic stronghold of Vicksburg, Mississippi, had been taken by Union forces. The hope that pressure in the East would relieve pressure in the West had proved illusory. Also, Northern resolve had not been shaken by the Gettysburg Campaign. Indeed, citizens in Greencastle, Pennsylvania, had attacked Confederate wagon trains with axes, chopping the wheel spokes and crippling the Southern retreat.

Under the cover of darkness and heavy rain, Lee disengaged on July 4. His main task was to get his army across the rain-swollen Potomac and into friendly territory. A tense 10 days followed as Meade gained reinforcements and pursued the Southern army, now blocked by the river.

Despite the problems, Lee’s retreat was organized, and spirits ran high. His commanders saw to the shipment of confiscated goods, the movement of Union prisoners south, and the establishment of defenses to meet any Union attack. Lee notified President Davis of the results at Gettysburg and declared a continued willingness to confront Union forces. By July 14 the Potomac’s flooding had subsided, and the Gettysburg Campaign had ended as Lee took his army across hastily constructed pontoon bridges to the relative safety of Virginia. The South trumpeted a great victory, but Lee knew otherwise. Total casualties in the campaign were staggering: more than 50,000 (23,000 Union and 28,000 Confederate) by some estimates.

Lee’s Gettysburg Campaign would confound survivors and historians alike, as they questioned Lee’s overconfidence, poor decisions, and indecisiveness. The Confederate defeat at Gettysburg, combined with the Union victory at Vicksburg, marked a great turning point in the war. The South’s chances of victory in the war became ever more slim.

JACK J. CARDOSO
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Gholson, Samuel Jameson

Birth Date: May 19, 1808

Death Date: October 16, 1883

Confederate officer. Born near Richmond, Kentucky, on May 19, 1808, Samuel Johnson Gholson moved with his family to Alabama in 1817. He then settled in Mississippi in 1829. Gholson privately studied law, served in the state legislature, and briefly was a U.S. congressman from Mississippi (1836–1838), during which time he was involved in an argument with future Virginia governor Henry A. Wise that almost led to a duel. In 1839 Gholson was appointed a federal judge. A staunch advocate of states’ rights, he was a delegate to the 1860 Democratic Party National Convention and also sat in the Mississippi Secession Convention.

Gholson enlisted in the 14th Mississippi Infantry as a private in January 1861. He was commissioned a captain in May. Gholson took part in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), where he was wounded in the lung and surrendered with the bulk of the Confederate garrison.

Following his exchange on August 15, 1862, Gholson saw combat in the Battle of Iuka (September 19, 1862) and then in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), where he was again wounded. Appointed major general of Mississippi state troops in April 1863, he was active during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Gholson was appointed Confederate Army brigadier general with date of rank of May 6, 1864, commanding a cavalry brigade in Major General Nathan B. Forrest’s Cavalry Corps. Gholson was again wounded, in the shoulder, at Jackson, Mississippi, on June 6. He last saw action during an engagement at Egypt, Mississippi, on December 28, 1864, when he was wounded and taken prisoner. His wound required amputation of his left arm. Gholson was paroled at Meridian, Mississippi, on May 14, 1865.

After the war Gholson was elected to the Mississippi legislature, where he strongly opposed federal Reconstruction policies. Gholson died at Aberdeen, Mississippi, on October 16, 1883.

SPENCER C. TUCKER
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Gibbon, John

Birth Date: April 20, 1827

Death Date: February 6, 1896

Union officer. John Gibbon was born on April 20, 1827, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He later moved to Charlotte, North Carolina. Gibbon secured an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and was commissioned in the artillery upon graduation in 1847.

Gibbon fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as well as in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858), earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1850. In September 25, 1854, he was appointed an instructor of artillery at West Point. In 1859 he was promoted to captain and published The Artillerist’s Manual, which was used by the army for many years.
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Union brigadier general John Gibbon led his “Iron Brigade,” one of the best units in the Union Army, in the Second Bull Run Campaign (June–September 1862), at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), and in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where his unit played a major role in repulsing Pickett’s Charge and where he was wounded. (Library of Congress)

When the Civil War began in 1861, three of Gibbon’s brothers signed up to fight for the Confederacy, but he remained with the Union. In October 1861 he was appointed chief of artillery for Brigadier General Irvin McDowell’s division and later his corps in the Army of the Potomac. On May 2, 1862, Gibbon was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers and assigned to the Army of the Potomac’s only all-western unit, the so-called Black Hat Brigade, made up of men from Indiana and Wisconsin. Following its performance in the Second Bull Run Campaign (June–September 1862), Gibbon’s command was known as the Iron Brigade and was recognized as one of the best units in the Union Army.

Gibbon then went on to divisional command in Major General John F. Reynolds’s I Corps and was wounded slightly in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Gibbon then became commander of the 2nd Division of Major General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps. Gibbon temporarily commanded the corps and was wounded again during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Upon his recovery, Gibbon commanded for a short time the draft depots in Philadelphia and Cleveland before returning to the 2nd Division to fight during the entirety of Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). On June 7, 1864, Gibbon was promoted to major general of volunteers, and in September he took charge of XVIII Corps, Army of the James. By January 1865, he was commanding XXIV Corps, Army of the James, which he led during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865); on April 12, he was one of the officers who received the Confederate surrender at Appomattox. Gibbon achieved great success during the Civil War despite the fact that he had no political connections, so important for gaining rank and honors during that era. Brevetted through major general in the regular army, he mustered out of the volunteers in January 1866.

After the Civil War, Gibbon became a colonel in the regular army and eventually assumed command of the 7th U.S. Infantry Regiment, a unit that he helped shape into one of the premier infantry regiments of the late 19th century. Sent to the West, Gibbon was stationed in Nebraska, the Dakota Territory, the Montana Territory, and the Wyoming Territory.

During the Sioux War of 1876–1877, Gibbon led one of the three converging columns assigned to find and engage the enemy. Gibbon’s column arrived too late to save Lieutenant Colonel George Custer and his 7th Cavalry Regiment in the Battle of the Little Big Horn (June 25–26, 1876) but did manage to rescue the remainder of that unit and buried Custer’s dead. Gibbon’s other noteworthy frontier fight was against the Nez Perces led by Chief Joseph in the Battle of the Big Hole (August 9–10, 1877) in Montana.

Gibbon was promoted to brigadier general in 1885 and took command of the Department of the Columbia in the Pacific Northwest during threatened anti-Chinese riots in Seattle. He retired from the U.S. Army on April 20, 1891. Before and after that, Gibbon devoted much of his time to writing several dozen articles for various magazines, primarily on his battles with the Native Americans. In 1885 he completed a book on his Civil War experiences titled Personal Recollections of the Civil War, which was published posthumously in 1928. He spent the last years of his life in Baltimore, Maryland, where he worked with veterans’ groups and Civil War reunions. Gibbon died there on February 6, 1896.

ALAN K. LAMM
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Gibbs, Alfred

Birth Date: April 22, 1823

Death Date: December 26, 1868

Union officer. Born near Astoria, Long Island, New York, on April 22, 1823, Alfred Gibbs attended Dartmouth College before receiving an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, from which he graduated in 1846. A second lieutenant in the Regiment of Mounted Rifles, he was wounded and earned two brevets during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Promoted to first lieutenant in 1853, he was wounded again during an engagement with the Apaches in the New Mexico Territory, where he was stationed at the outbreak of the Civil War.

Promoted to captain in May 1861, Gibbs was captured by Confederate troops near Fort Fillmore (present-day Las Cruces) in July. Not exchanged until August 1862, he entered the volunteer army as colonel of the 130th New York Infantry, posted to southeastern Virginia. In August 1863 Gibbs’s regiment was mounted and became the 19th New York Cavalry (1st New York Dragoons) and saw limited action with the Army of the Potomac until the spring of 1864.

Serving in and frequently commanding the elite Reserve Brigade of Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Cavalry Corps, Gibbs was heavily engaged in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11, 1864) and was brevetted for his role in the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11, 1864). In August he moved with Sheridan to the Shenandoah Valley and saw heavy fighting throughout Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865), during which Gibbs earned a brevet for the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864) and promotion to brigadier general of volunteers for the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864). He commanded the Reserve Brigade during the final operations around Petersburg, including the decisive Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865), earning brevets to major general of volunteers and through major general in the regular army.

Gibbs mustered out of the volunteer service in January 1866. Later that year he was appointed major of the new 7th U.S. Cavalry and was instrumental in organizing what became one of the most famous regiments in American history. Gibbs died suddenly at Fort Leavenworth in Kansas on December 26, 1868.
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Gibson, Randall Lee

Birth Date: September 10, 1832

Death Date: December 15, 1892

Confederate officer. Born near Versailles, Kentucky, on September 10, 1832, Randall Lee Gibson grew up in Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, and graduated from Yale College in 1853. He then studied law and traveled extensively in Europe, working briefly at the U.S. embassy in Madrid. Following Louisiana’s secession, Gibson served as an aide-de-camp to Governor Thomas O. Moore and accepted a captain’s commission in the 1st Louisiana Heavy Artillery.

In August 1861 Gibson became colonel of the 13th Louisiana Infantry. He subsequently commanded a heavily engaged brigade at Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) yet earned the disdain of General Braxton Bragg, which would negatively affect Gibson’s advancement in the army. Leading his regiment during the subsequent Siege of Corinth (May 3–30) and in Bragg’s Kentucky invasion (August 14–October 26), Gibson distinguished himself at Perryville on October 8. Now commanding a consolidated regiment (the 13th and 20th Louisiana Infantry), he assumed command of a brigade upon the wounding of Brigadier General Daniel Adams during the Battle of Murfreesboro (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). Gibson saw combat at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). With the resignation of Bragg following the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), Gibson received promotion to brigadier general on January 11, 1864.

Gibson and his brigade, one of the finest in the Army of Tennessee, were conspicuously engaged during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27), after which Gibson and his men were ordered to Mobile, Alabama, where Gibson directed the stubborn defense of Spanish Fort during the Siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865). He and his brigade surrendered near Mobile in May 1865.

After the war Gibson practiced law in New Orleans and served as a Democrat in the U.S. House of Representatives (1875–1882). Entering the U.S. Senate in 1883, he promoted flood control along the Mississippi River and higher education, including the establishment of Tulane University, among other reforms. Gibson died in Hot Springs, Arkansas, on December 15, 1892.
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Giddings, Joshua Reed

Birth Date: October 6, 1795

Death Date: May 27, 1864

Abolitionist politician. Joshua Reed Giddings was born in Athens, Pennsylvania, on October 6, 1795. He grew up on a small farm in Ohio and had very little formal education, but with the help of tutors he studied law and was admitted to the Ohio bar in 1821. He established a successful law practice in Jefferson, Ohio, and became active in local politics.

[image: image]

Joshua Reed Giddings was a prominent Northern abolitionist politician in the House of Representatives before the Civil War. He was also one of the founders of the Republican Party. In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln appointed Giddings consul general to Canada, which position he held for the rest of the war. (Hulton Archive/Getty Images)

Giddings served one term in the Ohio legislature in 1826, and in 1838 he was elected as a Whig to the U.S. House of Representatives to represent the Western Reserve. In Congress, Giddings voted against U.S. involvement in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and the annexation of Texas. He also strongly opposed the spread of slavery into the new territories.

Reacting to an 1841 incident in which the U.S. Navy had seized the mutinous slave ship Creole, Giddings introduced measures in Congress that protested the coastal slave trade. This was in violation of the House’s self-imposed gag rule prohibiting the raising of the slavery issue in Congress. Giddings was censured for his antislavery position by his colleagues in the House, and he resigned in protest in March 1842. He was vindicated, however, when he was promptly reelected by his constituents, despite the opposition of his own Whig Party leaders. He reclaimed his seat in December 1842, holding it uninterrupted until 1859.

Giddings supported the Free Soil Party in 1848 and helped to found the Republican Party in 1854. Due to illness, Giddings was not renominated in 1858, and his tenure in Congress came to an end in March 1859. In 1861 President Abraham Lincoln appointed him consul general to Canada. Giddings held that post until his death in Montreal on May 27, 1864.
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Gilbert, Charles Champion

Birth Date: March 1, 1822

Death Date: January 17, 1903

Union officer. Charles Champion Gilbert was born on March 1, 1822, in Zanesville, Ohio, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1846. He served during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was subsequently stationed at numerous frontier posts in the West and at West Point. When the Civil War began, Gilbert was a captain. He commanded a company of regulars at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), where he was wounded. In early 1862 he began serving as inspector general for the Department of the Cumberland and then held the same position for the Department of the Ohio. He saw combat at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6, 1862) and in Kentucky at the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862), earning brevets for each. He was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on September 4. Shortly thereafter, he was named acting major general and given command of the Army of Kentucky.

In early October, the Army of Kentucky was absorbed by the Army of the Ohio and was transformed into III Corps (Provisional), which Gilbert continued to lead as a temporary major general. Gilbert, however, was not well liked by his men, and his controversial actions at the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862) completely derailed his career. Although he helped to repulse a Confederate offensive, his superiors complained that he had moved too slowly and had mishandled his command. After the engagement his temporary rank was rescinded, and he never again held a field command. Although Gilbert was brevetted colonel of regulars for his service at Perryville, the honor was merely a routine courtesy. Congress never did act on his brigadier general appointment, which lapsed in March 1863. From November 1862 until April 1865, he was a major with the 19th Infantry Regiment, performing administrative tasks.

After the war, Gilbert remained in the regular army and tried to vindicate his performance at Perryville in a series of articles that he published. He asserted that his division had helped stave off disaster there and that his actions had prevented the destruction of Major General Alexander McCook’s corps. Gilbert held a series of posts in the West and retired on March 1, 1886, as a colonel. He died in Baltimore, Maryland, on January 17, 1903.
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Gillem, Alvan Cullen

Birth Date: July 23, 1830

Death Date: December 2, 1875

Union officer. Alvan Cullen Gillem was born on July 23, 1830, in Gainesboro, Tennessee, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1851. Commissioned a second lieutenant, he was stationed in the West and in Florida. A first lieutenant when the Civil War began in 1861, he was promoted to captain in May and made assistant quartermaster in the Army of the Ohio.

Gillem saw action at the Battles of Mill Springs (January 19, 1862) and Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). He then served briefly as chief quartermaster in the Army of the Ohio. Promoted to colonel of volunteers on May 13, 1862, he was given command of the 10th Tennessee Infantry Regiment (U.S.) and participated in Major General Henry W. Halleck’s advance on Corinth. Gillem then became provost marshal for Nashville, Tennessee.

Tennessee governor Andrew Johnson, a close friend of Gillem’s, secured for him promotion to brigadier general on August 17, 1863. At the same time, Gillem was serving as adjutant general for Tennessee, a post he held from June 1863 until January 1868. In addition to his administrative duties, Gillem also saw action as a cavalry officer in 1864, first in eastern Tennessee and then in southwestern Virginia and western North Carolina. Gillem was brevetted brigadier general of regulars on March 13, 1865, and a major general of regulars on April 12, 1865. Meanwhile, in January 1865 he was selected vice president of the Tennessee Constitutional Convention and became a state legislator in April 1865. Gillem also commanded the District of East Tennessee from January until December 1866.

On November 3, 1865, Gillem was made major general of volunteers, and he remained active in Tennessee’s Reconstruction apparatus until 1868, when he was sent to Mississippi and Arkansas. In 1866 he reverted to the rank of colonel and retained that rank until his death. He subsequently was stationed in Texas and led troops during the 1873 Modoc War in southern Oregon and northern California. Taken ill shortly thereafter, Gillem died at Soldier’s Rest, Tennessee, on December 2, 1875.
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Gillmore, Quincy Adams

Birth Date: February 28, 1825

Death Date: April 7, 1888

Union officer. Quincy Adams Gillmore was born on February 28, 1825, in Lorain County, Ohio, and graduated first in his class from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1849. Commissioned in the Corps of Engineers, Gillmore worked on fort construction (1849–1852), taught at West Point (1852–1856), and ran New York City’s Engineer Agency (1856–1861). A first lieutenant since 1856, he was promoted to captain in August 1861.

[image: image]

Union major general of volunteers, Quincy Adams Gillmore, had charge of offensive operations against Charleston, South Carolina, that saw the costly capture of Fort Wagner on September 6, 1863, and the ineffective shelling of Charleston proper. (Corbis)

Gillmore was chief engineer on the Union expedition to secure Port Royal Sound and Hilton Head Island in the autumn of 1861, resulting in the Battle of Port Royal Sound (November 5–7, 1861), which gave the Union control of the area. Gillmore, who was brevetted lieutenant colonel, was later largely responsible for the reduction of Confederate Fort Pulaski outside Savannah, Georgia. Expertly employing rifled guns against this masonry works, Gillmore brought about its surrender on April 11, 1862. For his success, Gillmore was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on April 28, 1862.

Over the next year, Gillmore was stationed in Kentucky but saw little service of note. Promoted to major general of volunteers on July 10, 1863, he took charge of the Department of the South and X Corps. In this post he executed offensive operations against Charleston, South Carolina, that, at considerable cost, ended in the capture of Fort Wagner (July 10–September 7, 1863) and the bombardment of Fort Sumter (September 7–9, 1863). Gillmore also directed the shelling of Charleston proper, although this did not cause significant damage or loosen the Confederate grip on the city.

X Corps was attached to Major General Benjamin F. Butler’s Army of the James in May 1864, with Gillmore still commanding it. The inept Butler failed to move on Richmond when he had the opportunity and subsequently blamed Gillmore. While Gillmore certainly committed errors, they did not alone result in the lost opportunity. Nevertheless, Butler dispatched Gillmore to Washington, D.C. There he helped defend the capital during Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early’s raid (June 28–July 21, 1864). In the late stages of the offensive, Gillmore was critically injured when his horse stumbled and fell on him. He was unable to hold a field command for the remainder of the war, although he did return to command the Department of the South during the war’s final months. Brevetted through major general in the regular army, he resigned from the volunteers in December 1865.

Gillmore returned to the Corps of Engineers after the war, reverting to his regular rank of major and serving in the Carolinas and eastern Florida, where he worked to build or modify coastal defenses and improve harbors. In 1874 he was advanced to lieutenant colonel, and in February 1883 he was promoted to colonel. Gillmore died in Brooklyn, New York, on April 7, 1888.
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Gilmer, Jeremy Francis

Birth Date: February 23, 1818

Death Date: December 1, 1883

Confederate officer. Jeremy Francis Gilmer was born on February 23, 1818, in Guilford County, North Carolina, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1839. Commissioned in the Corp of Engineers, he was involved in a host of construction projects, including Fort Schuyler in New York, Fort Marcy in New Mexico, and Fort Pulaski in Georgia. From 1844 to 1846 he was assistant chief of engineers for Washington, D.C., and he was also an instructor at West Point. By 1861, Gilmer had attained the rank of captain.

Gilmer resigned his U.S. Army commission in June 1861 and entered Confederate service as a lieutenant colonel of engineers. Assigned as chief engineer for Department No. 2, commanded by General Albert Sidney Johnston, Gilmer took part in the Confederate defeats at Fort Henry (February 6, 1862) and Fort Donelson (February 13–16) but escaped capture. Gilmer sustained a serious wound at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and was on medical leave for several months.

Gilmer was appointed chief engineer of the Department of Northern Virginia on August 4, 1862, and by then had come to be recognized as one of the best engineers in Confederate service. In early October 1862 he was made head of the Bureau of Engineers in Richmond, where he remained for some 10 months.

In recognition of Gilmer’s excellent service, Confederate officials promoted him to major general on August 25, 1863. He was then dispatched to Charleston, South Carolina, and tasked with improving that city’s defenses. In early 1864 Gilmer was sent to Atlanta to prepare the city for the expected Union Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). The work he did significantly slowed the Union advance during the spring and summer of 1864. Gilmer moved on to Savannah shortly thereafter, but on April 2, 1864, he was recalled to Richmond to take up his former duties as chief of the Bureau of Engineers. Gilmer remained in the Confederate capital until the end of the war.

After the war Gilmer worked in Savannah as a civil engineer, was a director of the Georgia Central Railroad, and served as president of the Savannah Light Company (1867–1883). Gilmer died on December 1, 1883, in Savannah.
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Gilmer, John Adams

Birth Date: November 4, 1805

Death Date: May 14, 1868

Confederate congressman. John Adams Gilmer was born in Guilford County, North Carolina, on November 4, 1805. He was educated in the local schools, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1832. Gilmer’s legal practice excelled, as did his dealings in land and slaves.

Elected to the North Carolina Senate in 1846, Gilmer pursued many reforms, including internal improvements and better schools. His bid for governor in 1856 was unsuccessful, but the following year he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives on the American Party ticket. His stance on slavery was a moderate one, and he did not support the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act. In 1860 he joined the Constitutional Union Party.

Gilmer and other Constitutional Unionists cautioned against ideological extremism. Following Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860, Gilmer continued to hope for reconciliation between North and South. He wrote to Lincoln imploring him to better publicize his stand on slavery in the South. Lincoln replied that his message was already very well known there but had been rejected. Lincoln soon thereafter wrote to Gilmer again, this time to see if he would accept a cabinet position in the new Republican government, inviting him to Springfield to discuss the possibility. Gilmer did not take up this offer, although he still urged peaceful compromise.

Chosen a delegate to the North Carolina Secession Convention and seeing no other realistic option following Lincoln’s response to the firing on Fort Sumter in April 1861, Gilmer voted for secession. In the summer of 1863, he was elected to the Confederate Congress and supported the Confederate cause until the end. Gilmer died in Greensboro on May 14, 1868.
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Gilmor, Harry Ward

Birth Date: January 24, 1838

Death Date: March 4, 1883

Confederate officer. Harry Ward Gilmor was born on January 24, 1838, in Baltimore County, Maryland. He was a member of Captain Charles Ridgely’s Baltimore County Horse Guard when the Civil War began in 1861. A secessionist, Gilmor was placed under arrest as a suspected spy for approximately two weeks in the late spring. He was released in August and immediately left for Richmond, where he enlisted as a private in Colonel Turner Ashby’s 7th Virginia Cavalry Regiment. Ashby soon recognized Gilmor’s value, and within weeks Gilmor had been promoted to sergeant major of the regiment.

Following several successful scouting missions, raids, and skirmishes, Gilmor was commissioned a captain on April 10, 1862, and detailed to raise his own company. It was assigned to the 12th Virginia Cavalry under Colonel Arthur Harman during Major General Thomas J. Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). During the march into Maryland prior to the Battle at Antietam (September 17, 1862), Gilmor was captured while trying to visit family. He was exchanged in February 1863. Promoted to major on May 27, 1863, he was authorized to raise a battalion of cavalry, recognized in 1864 as the 2nd Maryland Cavalry Battalion. Back in the Shenandoah Valley in the spring of 1863, Gilmor continued to harass Union forces until the invasion of Pennsylvania. During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Gilmor’s unit served in a security role and deployed back to the valley following the Confederate retreat to Virginia.

Gilmor thereafter conducted numerous raids, most significantly the July 30, 1864, torching of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and another raid into Maryland. On September 3, 1864, he was wounded in a skirmish near Winchester. Informed of his promotion to lieutenant colonel, he returned to duty a month later but was captured on February 5, 1865. Released on July 24 after the end of the war, he subsequently published a memoir of his war exploits. Gilmor became a businessman and police commissioner in Baltimore before dying there on March 4, 1883.
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Gilmore, James Roberts

Birth Date: September 22, 1822

Death Date: November 16, 1903

Influential abolitionist, journalist, writer, and Union peace emissary. James Robert Gilmore was born on September 22, 1822, in Boston, Massachusetts. Although he intended to go to college, he instead became involved in a highly profitable cotton brokerage business in New York City. In 1857 Gilmore, now a wealthy man, was able to step away from the business and turn his attention to abolitionism and writing. Soon thereafter, he established an abolitionist periodical titled the Continental Monthly, which he would run until the Emancipation Proclamation went into effect in January 1863. He also published several books on slavery and the Southern way of life, including Among the Pines (1862) and On the Border (1867). In the meantime, he formed a close personal and professional relationship with Horace Greeley, editor and publisher of the New York Tribune, for whom Gilmore wrote occasional editorial pieces.

In mid-1863 Greeley sent Gilmore on a mission to convince Major General William S. Rosecrans that he should challenge President Abraham Lincoln for the 1864 Republican presidential nomination. Ultimately Rosecrans did not seek the nomination, but he did manage to enroll Gilmore in a plot to sound out the Confederate government in order to arrive at a peaceful settlement of the war. This effort ended in failure. Gilmore met personally with Lincoln later that year and was so impressed with the president’s logic and fortitude that Gilmore abandoned attempts to oust him from office.

Gilmore met with Lincoln again in April 1864 and managed to convince him to permit another peace mission to the Confederacy. By now, with Union military fortunes dramatically improved, Lincoln surmised that the Confederates would not accept a peace offer and that he could use the Confederates’ refusal as a campaign issue in the November election. In July 1864 Gilmore and Reverend James F. Jacquess, a Methodist minister and volunteer army colonel, traveled to Richmond to discuss peace terms with the Confederate government. The meeting with President Jefferson Davis occurred on July 17. Davis insisted that there would be no cessation of hostilities unless all Union troops were removed from Confederate territory and recognition of independence was extended to the Confederate States of America. On July 21, Gilmore briefed Lincoln on his meeting with Davis. As expected, Lincoln dismissed the Confederate offer out of hand.

On July 22 under a pseudonym, Gilmore published highlights of his meeting with Davis in the Boston Transcript. In September and December, Gilmore published more complete accounts of his meetings in the Atlantic Monthly. Meanwhile, in the autumn of 1864, he traveled widely, delivering campaign speeches on behalf of Lincoln. Lincoln coasted to victory in November, although it is hard to determine what if any effect Gilmore’s peace machinations had on the electorate.

After the war Gilmore once again became involved in business in New York and published several more books, including an 1880 campaign biography of James A. Garfield. Gilmore died in Glens Falls, New York, on November 16, 1903.
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Gilmore, Joseph Albree

Birth Date: June 10, 1811

Death Date: April 7, 1867

Businessman, politician, and wartime governor of New Hampshire. Born on June 10, 1811, in Weston, Vermont, Joseph Albree Gilmore moved to Boston, Massachusetts, to join his older brother in business after his education was cut short because of their father’s death. After clerking for several years, at the age of 21 Gilmore went into business for himself. Ten years later he moved to Concord, New Hampshire, where he established a wholesale grocery on the northern terminus of the Concord & Claremont Railroad. Six years after opening his store, he became the construction agent for the Concord & Claremont Railroad. He was named superintendent of the railroad in November 1856. By now, the railway also included the Manchester & Lawrence Railroad and the Concord & Portsmouth Railroad and their branches, for a total of some 175 miles of track.

A former Whig, Gilmore joined the Republican Party in the late 1850s and was elected to the New Hampshire state legislature in 1858. Reelected in 1859, he became president of the New Hampshire Senate that same year. Four years later in March 1863, Gilmore was the Republican Party’s gubernatorial candidate. Neither Gilmore nor his opponent received a majority of the votes, and the dispute went to the state legislature, which gave the election to Gilmore, despite his having won 2,500 fewer votes than the Democratic Party candidate.

Once in office, Gilmore was viewed by President Abraham Lincoln’s administration cautiously because of his disapproval of conscription policies and his demand for the removal of provost marshals from the state. However, Gilmore made great efforts in pushing statewide enlistments and later claimed that the draft was not needed in the state because of recruitment success. Gilmore was able to raise and equip the 19th New Hampshire Infantry, the 1st New Hampshire Cavalry, and the 1st New Hampshire Heavy Artillery Regiments, along with replacement recruits who were forwarded to existing units. In total, the state raised more than 31,000 men during Gilmore’s time in office.

Gilmore won reelection in March 1864 with nearly a 6,000-vote majority and strove to reduce the red tape that continued to hinder the state’s support for the war, which fueled heated disagreements within the state legislature. He was able to secure a loan of $1.5 million that provided payments to soldiers as well as for the transportation of soldiers on furloughs. By the end of his second term, Gilmore was in failing health. He retired from public life in 1865. Following a lengthy illness, Gilmore died in Concord, New Hampshire, on April 7, 1867.
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Girardey, Victor Jean Baptiste

Birth Date: June 26, 1837

Death Date: August 16, 1864

Confederate officer. Victor Jean Baptiste Girardey was born on June 26, 1837, in Lauw, France, and immigrated with his family to the United States when he was 5 years old. The family settled in Augusta, Georgia. Orphaned when he was 16 years old, Girardey went to New Orleans and was involved in commerce there.

In May 1861 Girardey enlisted in the 3rd Georgia Infantry Regiment, serving as aide-de-camp and first lieutenant. By early 1862, he had been transferred to Virginia and became a staff officer, now as a captain, for Brigadier General Ambrose R. Wright. Girardey remained on Wright’s staff until May 1864, at which time he became a staff officer for Brigadier General William Mahone, who was then commanding a division.


Girardey served with distinction during the early stages of the Petersburg, Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), most critically at the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864), where he orchestrated a Confederate counterattack after Union forces had pierced Confederate lines. General Robert E. Lee was so impressed by Girardey’s action that he recommended Girardey for promotion directly from captain to brigadier general, the only such occurrence in the Confederate Army during the Civil War. Girardey’s new brigade command was short-lived, however. On August 16, 1864, he was killed on Darbytown Road outside Richmond, Virginia, as he maneuvered his men into a defensive position.
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Gist, States Rights

Birth Date: September 3, 1831

Death Date: November 30, 1864

Confederate officer. As his name suggests, States Rights Gist was born into a family with fierce Southern sympathies on September 3, 1831, in Union, South Carolina. He graduated from South Carolina College (University of South Carolina) and attended Harvard Law School before becoming an attorney in his hometown. He also joined the state militia, attaining the rank of brigadier general in 1859.

After South Carolina seceded from the Union in December 1861, Gist acted as state adjutant and inspector general. He was on hand for the bombardment of Fort Sumter on April 12–14, 1861. He also saw action during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) while serving as an aide to Brigadier General Barnard E. Bee, who died the day after the engagement. Gist then assumed temporary command of Bee’s brigade.

Later in the summer Gist went back to South Carolina, where he resumed his duties as the state’s adjutant general. On March 20, 1862, Gist received a Confederate commission as a brigadier general. He was then ordered to the South Carolina coast, where he held a district command for most of the next year.

In May 1863 Gist was assigned to the western theater and took part in the failed effort under General Joseph Johnston to relieve Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton’s besieged army at Vicksburg. After Pemberton’s surrender on July 4, 1863, Gist was assigned to the Army of Tennessee. He subsequently saw action in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where he commanded a division; the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863); and the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Gist next participated in the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864), during which he commanded a brigade. During the bloody Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864) as Gist was urging his men forward on foot, he was struck and killed by small arms fire. He was one of six Confederate generals to die in the battle.
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Gladden, Adley Hogan

Birth Date: October 28, 1810

Death Date: April 12, 1862

Confederate officer. Adley Hogan Gladden was born on October 28, 1810, in Fairfield, South Carolina, and worked as a cotton broker. He also served during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and rose to command a volunteer regiment in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). By 1861, Gladden had relocated to New Orleans.

Gladden was a member of the Louisiana Secession Convention and then became colonel of the 1st Louisiana Infantry Regiment. Serving under General Braxton Bragg at Pensacola, Gladden was advanced to brigadier general on September 30, 1861, and saw action at Fort Pickens (October–November 1861) before being transferred with his brigade to Tennessee. During the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), his brigade took heavy casualties, and Gladden himself was severely injured, losing an arm to amputation. Gladden died near Corinth, Mississippi, on April 12, 1862.
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Glasgow, Battle of

Event Date: October 15, 1864

Confederate victory during Major General Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid. Proceeding from Princeton, Arkansas, on September 19, 1864, with some 12,000 cavalry and 14 guns, Price quickly entered southeastern Missouri. He hoped to bring Missouri into the Confederacy and diminish President Abraham Lincoln’s chances for reelection.

Price headed toward St. Louis with the goal of capturing that city and securing supplies, but after losses at Union hands he targeted Jefferson City, which he also found too heavily defended. He then led his troops toward Lexington and Kansas City. Splitting his forces, he sent 1,500 to 1,800 men under Brigadier Generals Joseph O. Shelby and John Bullock Clark Jr. to Glasgow to capture much-needed weapons and supplies. The Union garrison at Glasgow numbered some 800 troops under Colonel Chester Harding.

Confederate artillery opened fire on Glasgow at 5:00 a.m. on October 15, with dismounted cavalry attacking the city at 7:00 a.m. Union troops retreated, blowing up City Hall, which contained most of their stored munitions. Facing an overwhelming Confederate force, Harding surrendered at 1:30 p.m. The Confederates occupied Glasgow for three days, securing there some 150 horses, 1,200 muskets, and clothing, including some 1,200 overcoats. They left the city on October 18 to rejoin Price’s forces headed for Kansas City. Total Union casualties in the fighting at Glasgow numbered approximately 400; the Confederates lost some 50.

Glasgow was the only Confederate success in Price’s Missouri Raid. This victory had little effect, however, as the expedition essentially ended in defeat at the Battle of Westport (October 23, 1864). Price then withdrew into Arkansas.
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Globe Tavern, Battle of

Start Date: August 18, 1864

End Date: August 21, 1864

Engagement during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). In the course of the long Petersburg Campaign, Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, who had accompanied the Army of the Potomac in the field, repeatedly sent Union forces located south of Petersburg to the west in an effort to sever the rail lines and roads from the south and west supplying General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia defending Richmond and Petersburg. One of the most important Confederate supply lines was the Weldon & Petersburg Railroad that connected Weldon, North Carolina, and the hub of Petersburg.
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The Globe Tavern, near Petersburg, Virginia, mid-August 1864. During the siege of Petersburg, Union forces under Major General Gouverneur K. Warren gathered here for their offensive against the Confederate supply line of the Weldon Railroad. (Library of Congress)

Beginning on June 21, 1864, in the three-day Battle of Jerusalem Plank Road, Grant attempted without success to secure control of the Weldon line. At the same time, Army of the Potomac commander Major General George Gordon Meade sent Brigadier Generals James H. Wilson and August Kautz and their two cavalry divisions on a raid to destroy Confederate tracks, bridges, and rail stations to the south and southwest of Petersburg. This raid of June 22–30 destroyed 60 miles of track but had no lasting effect, and within weeks the lines were back in operation.

In the Second Battle of Deep Bottom (August 13–20, 1864), Grant sent forces against Richmond but at the same time dispatched Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps to destroy a section of the Weldon line. During the night of August 14–15, Warren’s corps vacated its portion of the Union line facing Petersburg and moved to a point behind the western flank of the Union line. At 4:00 a.m. on August 18, Warren’s men began their advance. By 9:00 a.m. they had reached the railroad at Globe Tavern, defended by only one Confederate brigade. As the soldiers of Brigadier General Charles Griffin’s division tore up track, Warren sent a brigade of Brigadier General Romeyn B. Ayers’s division north to block any Confederate interference from that direction.

At about 1:00 p.m. on August 18, Ayers’s men encountered Confederate troops. Warren dispatched Brigadier General Samuel W. Crawford’s division to the right of Ayers in hopes of turning the Confederate left. This failed as Confederate lieutenant general A. P. Hill advanced three brigades and drove back the Union troops to within a mile of Globe Tavern. Warren then counterattacked, and the Union troops recovered the ground lost earlier. The fighting had been heavy, with Warren suffering 836 casualties. The Union soldiers then entrenched.

Both sides reinforced during the night of August 18–19. The Confederates received Major General W. H. F. “Rooney” Lee’s cavalry division and three brigades of Major General William Mahone’s division; Union reinforcements consisted of Major General John G. Parke’s IX Corps. At about 4:30 p.m. on August 19, Mahone located and attacked a weak point in Crawford’s line, scattering the Union defenders there. Major General Henry Heth then led an attack against the Union center and left but was halted by Ayer’s division. IX Corps then counterattacked the Confederates. Fighting ended at dusk. During the night of August 19–20, Warren pulled back his forces as much as two miles to more easily defended positions tied to the main Union line along Jerusalem Plank Road.

Fighting on August 20 was largely limited to skirmishing as each side probed for weak points. At 9:00 a.m. on August 21, Heth and Mahone tested the new Union position, with Heth hitting the Union center and Mahone hitting its left. Both were turned back with heavy losses. Lee arrived that afternoon and halted the attacks. The Confederates then withdrew.

Union forces sustained 4,296 casualties (251 killed, 1,148 wounded, and 2,897 missing or captured) of some 20,000 men engaged. Confederate losses amounted to 1,620 (211 killed, 990 wounded, and 419 missing or captured) of more than 14,000 men engaged. Despite their heavier losses, the Union forces had torn up a considerable amount of track on the key Weldon line and, holding Globe Tavern, forced the Confederates to move supplies by wagon 30 miles from Stony Creek up the Boydton Plank Road and into Petersburg.
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Glorieta Pass, Battle of

Start Date: March 26, 1862

End Date: March 28, 1862

Important battle during Brigadier General Henry H. Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign (November 1861–May 1862). Sibley, who commanded Confederate forces along the Rio Grande, on February 1, 1862, had invaded New Mexico with 3,200 Texas troops in an effort to secure it for the Confederacy. His first objective was U.S. Fort Craig, commanded by his brother-in-law Colonel Edward R. S. Canby with 2,000 men.

Fort Craig proved too strong for the Confederates to capture, and several days of inconclusive fighting there and at nearby Val Verde reduced Sibley’s force and his supplies. Desperate for food, Sibley proceeded north toward Albuquerque, where the Federals had substantial supplies. But when he reached there, he found the Union troops had departed and the supplies had been destroyed. On March 10 Sibley occupied Santa Fe, only to discover a similar situation. Meanwhile, Union retention of Fort Craig effectively severed Sibley’s line of communications back to Texas.

After establishing his headquarters in Albuquerque, Sibley dispatched 200–300 men under Major Charles Lynn Pyron to secure the Glorieta Pass on the Santa Fe Trail at the southern tip of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains southwest of Santa Fe. If the Confederates could secure the pass, they would be able to move onto the High Plains and attack Fort Union, the Union stronghold along the invasion route northward through Raton Pass.

The ensuing Battle of Glorieta Pass (March 26–28, 1862) was the principal engagement of the New Mexico Campaign. Both sides sought battle. On the morning of March 26, Union major John M. Chivington led some 400 men in an attack on some 200–300 Texans encamped at Johnson’s Ranch in Apache Pass at one end of the pass. In a series of engagements, Chivington forced the Confederates to withdraw some distance into the pass. Chivington then encamped at Kozlowski’s Ranch.

There was no fighting the next day as both sides reinforced. Leaving a small detachment at Johnson’s Ranch, Lieutenant Colonel William R. Scurry moved east along the Santa Fe Trail with some 1,100 men. Union colonel John P. Slough commanded some 900 men.

At about 11:00 a.m. on March 28, Slough attacked the Confederates about a half mile from Pigeon’s Ranch. Both sides attacked and counterattacked, but the Confederate lines held, and Slough retired, first to Pigeon’s Ranch and then to Kozlowski’s Ranch. Scurry soon also departed, believing he had won the battle. The fighting at Apache Pass and Glorieta Pass claimed Union casualties of 52 killed, 78 wounded, and 15 taken prisoner; the Confederates suffered 50 killed, 80 wounded, and 92 taken prisoner.

Union forces under Chivington, however, attacked the lightly guarded Confederate supply train at Johnson’s Ranch, destroying some 80 wagons and their supplies and either killing or driving off 500 horses and mules. This forced Scurry to withdraw back to Santa Fe. On April 15 Canby, reinforced and now a brigadier general, attacked and defeated one of Sibley’s regiments under Colonel Thomas Green at Peralta, 20 miles south of Albuquerque. Supply shortages, above all of food, then forced Sibley to quit New Mexico altogether. On May 4, his remaining 1,700 men arrived back at Fort Bliss.
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Godwin, Archibald Campbell

Birth Date: 1831

Death Date: September 19, 1864

Confederate officer. Archibald Campbell Godwin was born sometime in 1831 in Nansemond County, Virginia. He grew up in his grandmother’s home in the nearby city of Portsmouth before leaving home at age 19. He first moved to North Carolina but eventually settled in California, where he enjoyed success in both mining and ranching. He was also active in politics, failing by only one vote to secure the Democratic Party nomination for governor in 1860.

Godwin traveled to Richmond, Virginia, with the beginning of the Civil War and offered his services to Confederate president Jefferson Davis, who commissioned him a captain and secured his appointment as assistant provost marshal at Libby Prison in Richmond. Shortly thereafter, Godwin was promoted to major and assigned to construct and organize a prison at Salisbury, North Carolina. While stationed in Salisbury, he recruited the 57th North Carolina Infantry Regiment and was quickly appointed its colonel.

Godwin first saw action during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), where his regiment was praised for gallantry by division commander Major General John Bell Hood. Godwin was also active during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and rendered distinguished service during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), when he assumed command of a brigade upon the death of Colonel I. E. Avery.

During the Battle of Rappahannock Station (November 7, 1863), Godwin’s unit was cut off from other Confederate forces and completely surrounded by Union troops. Although he had intended to fight to the last man, an unknown subordinate spread word that Godwin intended to surrender, prompting the Confederate troops to abandon arms. Infuriated by this news, Godwin stated that he would shoot the man responsible for the rumor, but he was captured by Union troops before he could act.
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Confederate Army brigadier general Archibald Campbell Godwin was killed while commanding his brigade during the September 19, 1864, Third Battle of Winchester. (Library of Congress)

Upon learning of his extraordinary conduct, Major General Jubal Early asked that a special effort be made to secure Godwin’s release. Upon his exchange in the summer of 1864, Godwin was promoted to brigadier general on August 5, 1864, and assumed command of his old brigade in Major General Stephen D. Ramseur’s division during Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Godwin was hit by a shell fragment and killed on September 19, 1864, during the Third Battle of Winchester.
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Goggin, James Monroe

Birth Date: October 23, 1820

Death Date: October 10, 1889

Confederate officer. James Monroe Goggin was born on October 23, 1820, in Bedford County, Virginia, and moved to the Republic of Texas as a young man. After serving as a lieutenant in the Texas Army, he went to California in 1848, where he established several mail routes during the California Gold Rush. In the 1850s he settled in Memphis, Tennessee, where he became a cotton broker.

In April 1861 Goggin received a commission as a major in the 32nd Virginia Infantry Regiment. A year later he was transferred to Major General Lafayette McLaw’s division staff and began serving as assistant adjutant general. Goggin would remain a staff officer in the division until war’s end. He was present for nearly all the battles fought in the East by McLaws and his successor, Major General Joseph B. Kershaw, and earned multiple commendations for his service. Goggin temporarily commanded a brigade at the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864) and was advanced to brigadier general on December 4, 1864. For reasons that are unclear, the promotion was never finalized, and he finished the war as a staff officer for General Kershaw.

Goggin was taken prisoner at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865). After his release, he went to Austin, Texas, where he was a businessman. Goggin died there on October 10, 1889.
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Gold Hoax

Event Date: May 1864

Fraudulent gold speculation scheme perpetrated by Joseph Howard Jr., an unscrupulous New York journalist. In early May 1864, Howard decided to hatch a plot whereby he would invest money in the gold market, manufacture a war crisis that would likely drive up the price of gold, and then cash in on the profits. At the time, Howard was the city editor of the Eagle, a Brooklyn newspaper. Deciding that it would be too risky for his own paper to be involved, he instead decided to forge an Associated Press dispatch in hopes that other New York newspapers would run the bogus story. Two papers unknowingly did, and they created a major stir.

The front pages of both the New York World and the Journal of Commerce on May 18, 1864, featured a baleful—but bogus—proclamation from President Abraham Lincoln. Listing a series of recent Union military reversals, the proclamation asked for the drafting of an additional 400,000 soldiers and requested that Americans observe a day of prayer and fasting. Readers were shocked, believing that the war was going badly. The news affected Wall Street, causing the stock market to fluctuate wildly. The price of gold rose by nearly 10 percent, which is exactly what Howard had hoped for.

Within 48 hours, the hoax had been uncovered. New York’s five other daily newspapers had not run the story because alert night editors had questioned its authenticity. When the Lincoln administration learned of the plot, it immediately ordered the two newspapers that ran the story shut down, even though the editors had been duped and had not run the story out of malfeasance. President Lincoln was reportedly apoplectic, and aides later wrote that nothing had infuriated him more than the 1864 Gold Hoax. Lincoln also ordered the Independent Telegraph line seized, as it had been used to transmit the phony proclamation.

Lincoln was deeply embarrassed by the incident, not only for the temporary financial panic it had caused but also because he had essentially censored two newspapers and a telegraph company that had not been involved in the Gold Hoax. In an election year in the midst of war, the imbroglio was the last thing the administration needed. Howard was arrested on May 20 along with an accomplice, Francis A. Mallison, a reporter for the Eagle. Howard immediately exonerated the two newspapers and the telegraph company involved. After Howard had been incarcerated for three months, Lincoln ordered him released. Ironically, the Lincoln administration had indeed planned to draft more men, but that had to be postponed until the summer of 1864 after the furor from the hoax had subsided.
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Goldsboro, North Carolina

Town located in east-central North Carolina approximately 55 miles southeast of Raleigh. During the Civil War, Goldsborough (today Goldsboro) was a significant focal point in eastern North Carolina for both Union and Confederate forces. Incorporated in 1847, Goldsborough—its name was not formally shortened until 1869—was the seat of local government in Wayne County and on the eve of the Civil War boasted the 15th-largest population of any town in the heavily rural state. Its wartime importance extended well beyond the mere 885 residents reported in the 1860 federal census. Goldsboro lay along the Neuse River and at the intersection of two strategic rail lines. The Atlantic & North Carolina Railroad linked the area to the coast and then, as the North Carolina Railroad, ran on an east-west axis through the Piedmont to Charlotte. In addition, the north-south Wilmington & Weldon Railroad stopped in Goldsboro and connected Wilmington, North Carolina’s most important port, with Virginia. Adding to the Goldsboro’s significance was its wayside hospital and the region’s bountiful agricultural resources. Brigadier General Richard C. Gatlin, commanding the Department of North Carolina, established his headquarters at Goldsboro.

By March 1862 Union forces had secured the Outer Banks, Albemarle and Pamlico Sounds, and the coastal town of New Bern, which served as the site for a provisional state government. Union commander in North Carolina Major General Ambrose Burnside then made Goldsboro the focus of his military planning. Destroying the town’s railroad lines and rolling stock would deprive both North Carolinians and Virginians of much-needed supplies. Major General George B. McClellan, commanding Union forces, gave his approval in July 1862, but just as Burnside’s army began to march for Goldsboro, President Abraham Lincoln redirected him and some of his forces to Virginia to assist McClellan’s floundering Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862).

Goldsboro’s respite did not last long. Union major general John G. Foster replaced Burnside as head of the Department of North Carolina, and in late 1862 he again made the town a priority for Union military operations. In December, timed with the march of Burnside’s army to Fredericksburg, Virginia, Foster launched an expedition against Goldsboro to destroy railroad bridges over the Neuse River and disable area rail transportation.

Foster’s 10,000-man army departed New Bern on December 11 and three days later defeated a much smaller Confederate force outside Kinston, ransacked that town, and then continued toward Goldsboro on December 15. The next day Foster took the town of Whitehall, where the bridge over the Neuse had already been destroyed by the retreating Confederates.

Finally on December 17, Foster’s men reached the railroad south of Goldsboro, burned the bridge there, and then, much to the chagrin of the victorious Union soldiers, returned to New Bern. The Confederates quickly repaired the damage. Furthermore, after Burnside’s defeat at Fredericksburg, Confederate officials were able to send reinforcements and additional supplies into eastern North Carolina, alleviating Union pressure there.

Goldsboro residents thereafter remained free of direct Union threats until early 1865. By this time, Union forces led by Major General William T. Sherman were pushing north through the Carolinas. Sherman ordered his forces to converge on Goldsboro, repair rail lines, and connect his army to coastal supply lines. Wayne County citizens waited anxiously as Sherman’s armies cut a wide path of destruction through the Carolina countryside, and defeated Confederate forces at the nearby Battle of Averasboro (March 16, 1865) and the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865). Meanwhile, from New Bern, Union soldiers pushed through Kinston and then Confederate defenses at Wyse’s Forks. On March 23, 1865, the three Union commanders met in Goldsboro. Union forces now controlled eastern North Carolina. Although the people of Goldsboro were generally spared an anticipated marauding, the massive Union forces were now poised to force the final surrender of Confederate forces in North Carolina, which came the following month at Bennett Place, 80 miles northwest of Goldsboro.
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Goldsborough, John Rodgers

Birth Date: July 2, 1808

Death Date: June 22, 1877

Union naval officer. John Rodgers Goldsborough was born in Washington, D.C., on July 2, 1808. The younger brother of future U.S. Navy admiral Louis M. Goldsborough, John Goldsborough received a midshipman’s warrant on November 16, 1824, and was attached to the sloop Warren in the Mediterranean Squadron from 1824 to 1830, during which time he distinguished himself in a fight with Greek pirates, leading only 18 men in the capture of their ship Helene (4 guns) with 59 men. Goldsborough was advanced to passed midshipman on April 28, 1832. He was promoted to lieutenant on September 6, 1837. Between 1844 and 1850, Goldsborough was assigned to the U.S. Coastal Survey. He was promoted to commander on September 14, 1855.

During the Civil War, from May 1861 to September 1863 Goldsborough was assigned to the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. In command of the steamer Union, he initiated the blockade of Savannah. On August 9, 1861, while in the Union, he recaptured the schooner George G. Baker, which had been taken earlier that day by the Confederate privateer schooner York. Pursuing the York, he forced it ashore off Cape Hatteras, where its crew burned their ship to prevent its capture.

Goldsborough made captain on July 16, 1862, and was the senior officer in the blockade of Charleston while commanding the side-wheel steamer Florida. From March to September 1863, he commanded the screw frigate Colorado in the West Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron, having charge of Union blockaders off Mobile Bay. In November 1863 Goldsborough became the inspector of ordnance at the Portsmouth Navy Yard in New Hampshire.

In 1865 Goldsborough commanded the steam sloop Shenandoah in the South Atlantic Squadron off Brazil and then in the Asiatic Squadron (1866–1868), in which the ship called at Siam (now Thailand) and ports in Japan and Korea. Goldsborough was promoted to commodore on April 13, 1867, and transferred his pennant to the screw sloop Hartford in January 1868. His last years in the navy were spent in command of the Mare Island Navy Yard and the naval station at Mound City, Illinois.

Goldsborough retired as a commodore on July 2, 1870. He died in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on June 22, 1877.
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Goldsborough, Louis Malesherbes

Birth Date: February 18, 1805

Death Date: February 20, 1877

Union naval officer. Born in Washington, D.C., on February 18, 1805, Louis Malesherbes Goldsborough received a warrant in the U.S. Navy as a midshipman at age 7 on June 18, 1812, but he did not begin active service until February 18, 1817, at age 12. He was promoted to lieutenant on January 13, 1825.

In September 1827 Goldsborough led a boarding party from the schooner Porpoise to rescue the British merchant brig Comet, taken by Mediterranean pirates. It was Goldsborough who proposed the creation of a Depot of Charts and Instruments (later the U.S. Hydrographic Office) as a central office to collect the charts and logbooks being stored at various navy yards. Created in 1830, it eventually proved to be an invaluable source of oceanographic data. After serving as the depot’s commander for two years, Goldsborough took leave from the navy, helped settle German immigrants in Florida, and commanded a mounted volunteer company in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842).

Returning to the navy, Goldsborough was commissioned a commander on September 8, 1841. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) he participated in the assaults on Veracruz and Tuxpan, and he then led a commission that explored California and Oregon (1849–1850). He was superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis (1853–1857) and was promoted to captain on September 14, 1855. In 1859 he took command of the Brazil Squadron and was holding that post when the Civil War began in 1861.
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Rear Admiral Louis M. Goldsborough commanded the Union’s North Atlantic Blockading Squadron early in the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

Appointed commander of the newly organized North Atlantic Blockading Squadron on October 29, 1861, Goldsborough was charged with choking off seaborne traffic to Virginia and North Carolina. On February 7, 1862, he led a squadron of 20 warships and 60 transports in support of an amphibious assault by Brigadier General Ambrose Burnside on Roanoke Island, North Carolina. Three days later Goldsborough’s ships attacked the Confederate Mosquito Fleet (small vessels converted to gunboats) at Elizabeth City, North Carolina, destroying or capturing all but two of them, one of which was scuttled. Goldsborough’s squadron then helped the Union troops secure New Bern and Fort Macon, commanding the southern approach to Pamlico Sound, North Carolina.

In March 1862 Goldsborough was ordered to provide naval support for Major General George McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), but wary of the Confederate ironclad CSS Virginia, Goldsborough kept his forces concentrated at Hampton Roads, Virginia. After the capture of Norfolk on May 9 and the destruction of the Virginia on May 11, Goldsborough ordered an advance up the James River to shell Richmond into submission. On May 15, five ships of Goldsborough’s squadron, including the ironclads Galena and Monitor, pushed up the James from Fort Monroe. They were halted by Confederate artillery and river obstructions at Drewry’s Bluff, seven miles south of Richmond.

Goldsborough urged McClellan to deploy troops to help reduce the fort, but McClellan focused on pressing his own more cautious offensive from the east, which ended in failure. On July 6, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln placed the James River gunboats under the separate command of Commodore Charles Wilkes. This infuriated Goldsborough, who asked to be relieved. Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, displeased with Goldsborough’s performance in the campaign, concurred. Although Goldsborough was promoted to rear admiral on July 16, 1862 as a consequence of his seniority and the institution of new flag ranks, he spent the remainder of the war in administrative assignments.

During April 1865–August 1867, Goldsborough commanded the European Squadron. He then had charge of the Washington Navy Yard from 1868 until his retirement in October 1873. Goldsborough died in Washington, D.C., on February 20, 1877.
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Goodwin, Ichabod

Birth Date: October 8, 1794

Death Date: July 4, 1882

Governor of New Hampshire (1859–1861). Ichabod Goodwin was born on October 8, 1794, in North Berwick, Maine (then part of Massachusetts). After schooling at a local academy, he became a mercantile clerk in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and then made several sea voyages beginning when he was 20 years old. Later he served as a ship master and ship owner for the better part of a decade. He then founded a lucrative trading firm in Portsmouth and entered politics as a Whig, serving in the state legislature for six nonconsecutive terms between 1838 and 1856. After a failed gubernatorial bid in 1856, Goodwin switched parties and became a Republican.

Finally elected governor in 1859, Goodwin supported pro-Unionist efforts and Abraham Lincoln’s 1860 presidential campaign. That same year Lincoln campaigned on behalf of Goodwin, who sought reelection for another term as governor. Reelected in 1860, Goodwin immediately responded to the federal government’s troop requests when the Civil War began in 1861. Because the state legislature was not then in session, Goodwin worked with local bankers, secured a loan of $680,000 using his own collateral, and raised and equipped two regiments. They were reportedly among the best-equipped outfits in the Union Army. Goodwin accomplished much during his two-year tenure but was pushed aside by Radical Republicans and did not secure reelection in 1861.

Goodwin returned to business pursuits after leaving office and served as the president of several railroads. He died on July 4, 1882, in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
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Gordon, George Henry

Birth Date: July 19, 1823

Death Date: August 30, 1886

Union officer. George Henry Gordon was born in Charlestown, Massachusetts, on July 19, 1823. He attended local schools and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1846. Almost immediately, Second Lieutenant Gordon went off to fight in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He performed well in his duties and because of exemplary service at the Battle of Cerro Gordo was brevetted first lieutenant. He remained in the army until 1854, at which time he resigned his commission. He then studied at Harvard Law School, passed the bar, and began practicing law in Boston.

At the outbreak of the Civil War in April 1861, Gordon organized the 2nd Massachusetts Infantry Regiment and was elected its colonel. He saw action in numerous campaigns and battles, including the Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). In June 1862 he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers, and he commanded a brigade in the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), and the Battle of Chantilly (September 1, 1862). During the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), he commanded the 3rd Brigade of the 1st Division, XII Corps, and temporarily took command of the division when its commander, Brigadier Samuel W. Crawford, was wounded.

Gordon subsequently saw action in Tidewater Virginia, and he participated in the August 1863 Union occupation of Folly Island near Charleston, South Carolina. Late in the war, he was stationed in Florida, Arkansas, and Mobile. He was on duty in New York during the election of 1864 before commanding the District of Eastern Virginia at war’s end. Gordon was brevetted major general of volunteers on April 9, 1865. Mustering out of the army on August 24, 1865, he returned to Boston, where he again took up the practice of law. He also published four books between 1876 and 1883, all of which dealt with his Civil War experiences. Gordon died in Framingham, Massachusetts, on August 30, 1886.
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Gordon, George Washington

Birth Date: October 5, 1836

Death Date: August 9, 1911

Confederate officer. George Washington Gordon was born on October 5, 1836, in Giles County, Tennessee, but was reared in both Mississippi and Texas. In 1859 Gordon graduated from the Western Military Institute in Nashville, where he studied engineering. He then became a surveyor until he enlisted in the Confederate Army as a drillmaster of the 11th Tennessee Infantry Regiment in the spring of 1861. Serving mainly in eastern Tennessee, Gordon rose steadily through the ranks, attaining the rank of colonel in the 11th Tennessee Infantry in December 1862.

Gordon saw action at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) as well as the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863). He also saw action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Promoted to brigadier general on August 15, 1864, Gordon commanded a brigade during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864); during the Battle of Franklin (November 30), he sustained a serious wound and was taken prisoner. For the remainder of the conflict, he was a detainee at Boston’s Fort Warren prison.

Upon his release in July 1865, Gordon traveled to Memphis, where he studied law and commenced a law practice. He was later a Tennessee railroad commissioner, an education supervisor in Memphis, and an Indian agent. Gordon also served as a Democrat in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1907 until his death in Memphis on August 9, 1911.
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Gordon, James Byron

Birth Date: November 22, 1822

Death Date: May 18, 1864

Confederate officer. James Byron Gordon was born on November 22, 1822, in Wilkesborough, North Carolina. He attended Emory and Henry College (Virginia) and subsequently engaged in a prosperous mercantile business. He also served one term in the state legislature.

Enlisting as a private in a cavalry unit known as the Wilkes Valley Guards in early 1861, that May Gordon was elected major of the 1st North Carolina Cavalry Regiment. Serving under Brigadier General Wade Hampton in Virginia, the regiment saw much action during 1861 and much of 1862. By early 1863 Gordon was a colonel, and during the Confederate withdrawal following the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), his unit helped repulse Union forces at Hagerstown, Maryland, which permitted Confederate forces to reach Virginia.

On September 28, 1863, Gordon was advanced to brigadier general and given command of the North Carolina Cavalry Brigade, which he led with distinction during the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863). The following spring, he took part in cavalry maneuvers during Union major general Philip H. Sheridan’s raid on Richmond (May 9–24, 1864). When Major General J. E. B. Stuart fell mortally wounded at the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11, 1864), Gordon took command and managed to help hold back Union forces just north of Richmond until reinforcements could arrive, thereby discouraging an attack on the Confederate capital. The following day, however, Gordon himself was mortally wounded near Meadow Bridge and died in Richmond on May 18, 1864.
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Gordon, John Brown

Birth Date: February 6, 1832

Death Date: January 9, 1904

Confederate officer. Born in Upson County, Georgia, on February 6, 1832, John Brown Gordon attended the University of Georgia but did not graduate. He then studied law and passed the bar but grew prosperous operating coal mines and became active in politics. A strong advocate of secession but with no military training, Gordon raised a company of volunteers that, with Gordon as its captain, became part of the 6th Alabama Infantry. Elected major in May 1861 and promoted to lieutenant colonel in December, he became colonel of the regiment in April 1862.
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Confederate brigadier general John Brown Gordon commanded six Georgia regiments that fought at the Battles of Chancellorsville and Gettysburg in 1863. One of the top Confederate field commanders during the 1864 Overland Campaign, Gordon was selected by General Robert E. Lee to lead the Army of Northern Virginia in its formal surrender on April 12, 1865. (Library of Congress)

Gordon saw extensive action in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), during which he assumed temporary command of a brigade during the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and led it during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Back with his regiment, he fought with distinction at South Mountain (September 14) and Antietam (September 17), where he was wounded five times. Advanced to brigadier general on November 1 but not confirmed, he nonetheless led a brigade in the Army of Northern Virginia at Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), after which he was reappointed a brigadier and confirmed; he was also at Gettysburg (July 1–3).

During the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Gordon emerged as one of General Robert E. Lee’s top field commanders, delivering a fierce attack at the Wilderness on May 6 and another at Spotsylvania Court House on May 12 that likely prevented a Confederate disaster. Having assumed command of a division, Gordon was promoted to major general on May 14. Transferred to the Shenandoah Valley, he was active in Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s raid on Washington (June 28–July 21). Gordon’s division took heavy losses in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19) and the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22), but Gordon orchestrated a surprise attack at Cedar Creek (October 19) that threatened to wreck the Union force. He returned to Lee’s army in December and took command of II Corps. On March 26, 1865, Gordon directed the attack on Fort Stedman, Lee’s final offensive, and commanded roughly half of the Confederate army during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9), after which Lee selected Gordon to lead the army during the formal surrender on April 12.

In the postwar years, Gordon pursued various business interests and served in the U.S. Senate (1873–1880, 1891–1897) and as governor of Georgia (1886–1890). He was active in the United Confederate Veterans, becoming the organization’s commander in chief in 1890, and published a memoir, Reminiscences of the Civil War. Gordon died in Miami, Florida, on January 9, 1904.
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Gorgas, Josiah

Birth Date: July 1, 1818

Death Date: May 15, 1883

Confederate officer. Josiah Gorgas was born in Running Pumps, Pennsylvania, on July 1, 1818, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1837. Commissioned a second lieutenant with the Ordnance Department, he served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and at various arsenals around the country, mostly in the South, rising to captain in 1855.

Gorgas was commanding the Franklin Arsenal in Philadelphia when the Civil War broke out in April 1861. After some hesitation, his strong Southern ties (his wife was from Alabama) prevailed, and Gorgas resigned his commission to take up arms for the Confederacy. He soon came to the attention of Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard, a former acquaintance from the war in Mexico. Beauregard convinced Confederate president Jefferson Davis of Gorgas’s potential usefulness, and on April 8, 1861, Gorgas was appointed chief of ordnance, with the rank of major.
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Confederate brigadier general Josiah Gorgas served as chief of ordnance and was one of the South’s greatest assets. He quickly demonstrated a genius for securing armaments. This was essential for the South, which was at a tremendous disadvantage in regard to manufacturing. (Library of Congress)

Gorgas’s task seemed impossible. The agrarian South sorely lacked manufacturing resources and possessed few foundries. The same conditions applied to munitions. However, Gorgas displayed a genius for improvisation, which soon established him as one of the Confederacy’s greatest assets, winning promotion to lieutenant colonel in 1862 and to colonel in 1863.

To augment existing stocks, Gorgas instituted a systematized policy of battlefield scavenging for weapons and supplies. His next priority was expanding existing factories and establishing new ones, including arsenals, powder works, and foundries. He was also instrumental in establishing the Nitre and Mineral Bureau to find and exploit natural resources. Finally, Gorgas recognized the South’s intrinsic inability to compete with the North on a production basis and therefore organized an extensive system of agents in Europe to purchase weapons abroad. The system that he created was highly efficient, and between 1861 and 1865 it produced 600,000 small arms, 2 million pounds of saltpeter, and 1.5 million pounds of lead.

Aided by capable subordinates and a decentralized distribution system that offset the lack of railroads, Gorgas’s improvisations kept Southern forces well armed for the duration of the war. Indeed, the Confederacy could never have lasted as long as it did without his work. On November 10, 1864, in recognition of his accomplishment, he was promoted to brigadier general.

In the postwar period, Gorgas turned his attention to business and tried managing an ironworks in Alabama. When it failed, he applied his energies to education, serving as vice chancellor of the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee. Gorgas became president of the University of Alabama in 1878. The following year, poor health forced him into the less demanding position of university librarian. Gorgas died in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, on May 15, 1883.
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Govan, Daniel Chevilette

Birth Date: July 4, 1829

Death Date: March 12, 1911

Confederate officer. Daniel Chevilette Govan was born on July 4, 1829, in Northampton County, North Carolina, but was reared in Mississippi. He attended the University of South Carolina and in the late 1840s went to California to seek his fortune in the Gold Rush. In 1850 he became the deputy sheriff of Sacramento, but in 1852 he returned to Mississippi. He then relocated to Arkansas, where he became a planter.

In June 1861 Govan was elected lieutenant colonel of the 2nd Arkansas Infantry Regiment and was promoted to colonel in January 1862. He saw action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). Govan performed well at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), and he commanded a brigade at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). Meanwhile, he was advanced to brigadier general on February 29, 1864, to date from December 1863. Govan next saw action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), for which he garnered high praise. Taken prisoner during the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864), Govan was exchanged on October 2 and rejoined General John Bell Hood’s command.

Govan next participated in the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864) and was seriously wounded at Nashville on December 16. He rejoined his brigade in North Carolina in April 1865 but saw no further action. After his surrender at Greensboro, North Carolina, Govan was paroled on May 1, 1865.

After the war, Govan returned to his plantation in Arkansas. In 1894–1895 he served as an Indian agent in Washington State. Govan later moved to Tennessee, where he died on March 12, 1911, in Memphis.
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Gracie, Archibald, Jr.

Birth Date: December 1, 1832

Death Date: December 2, 1864

Confederate officer. Archibald Gracie Jr. was born into a prominent and wealthy New York City family on December 1, 1832. His family’s large Federal-style home in Manhattan later became the mayor of New York’s official residence. Gracie was schooled in Heidelberg, Germany, and then entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, from which he graduated in 1854. After service in the Pacific Northwest, he resigned his commission in 1856 and partnered with his father in a successful cotton brokering business in Mobile, Alabama. Gracie also married into a Southern family and became involved in the state militia, ultimately rising to captain by 1861.

When the Civil War began, Gracie identified with the Southern cause. In early 1861, leading the Washington Light Infantry, he helped seize the Union arsenal at Mount Vernon, Alabama, under direct orders of Governor William B. Moore. Gracie entered Confederate service soon thereafter, joining the 3rd Alabama Infantry Regiment, which was dispatched to Virginia. On July 11, 1861, Gracie was named major of the 11th Alabama Infantry Regiment. Late in the year he returned to Alabama, recruited the 43rd Alabama Infantry Regiment, and was elected its colonel. For much of 1862, Gracie saw action in eastern Tennessee and in Kentucky. He was promoted to brigadier general on November 4, 1862. Gracie led a brigade during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863), and the Battle of Bean’s Station (December 14, 1863) and was wounded in the latter battle.

In the late spring of 1864, Gracie was assigned to General P. G. T. Beauregard’s army in Virginia and saw action during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Gracie was killed by a Union artillery shell on December 2, 1864, while reconnoitering Union troop positions.
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Grady, Henry Woodfin

Birth Date: May 24, 1850

Death Date: December 23, 1889

Journalist, orator, and vocal proponent of industrialization in the post–Civil War South. Born on May 24, 1850, in Athens, Georgia, Henry Woodfin Grady was from his youth exposed to the political discourse between the industrialized Northern states and the agrarian South. His father, William, opposed Georgia’s secession but in January 1861 financed a regiment known as the Highland Guard, formed in the mountains of northern Georgia.

In July 1861 William Grady became a captain in the 24th North Carolina Infantry Regiment. Young Henry supported the Confederate cause, enlisting in the Georgia Rangers, a mock unit for children. Henry’s father was killed during the war.

After the war, Henry Grady studied literature at the University of Georgia and went on to study history and literature at the University of Virginia. Beginning in 1869, he worked as a journalist for the Rome Courier, the New York Herald, and the Atlanta Daily Herald. On March 14, 1874, he published an article titled “The New South” in which he advocated industrial development to remedy the South’s economic troubles. In response, the owners of the Atlanta Constitution offered him a partnership to join their paper. He used his position as editor of that paper to build a political machine, known as the Atlanta Ring. His goal was to bring national attention to Southern poverty.

In 1886 Grady addressed a meeting of the New England Society in New York City, where he discussed the Southern economy. His speech, titled “The New South,” advocated Northern business investments in Southern industries. Grady received both acclaim and criticism. Proponents saw him as an effective advocate for rebuilding a strong Southern economy through industry. His opponents, mostly agrarian farmers and populists, believed that Grady was attempting to subjugate the South to Northern interests.

Grady traveled widely promoting investment in the South, downplaying Southern racism and segregation because he knew that they could prevent investment in the region. His influence on reconstruction efforts was extensive, ending only with his death on December 23, 1889, in Atlanta.
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Graham, Charles Kinnaird

Birth Date: June 3, 1824

Death Date: April 15, 1889

Union officer. Born in New York City on June 3, 1824, Charles Kinnaird Graham joined the U.S. Navy as a midshipman on October 19, 1841, and served in the Gulf Squadron during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) but resigned on May 3, 1848, without having been promoted. Graham read law and studied civil engineering, becoming certified in both. He helped lay out Central Park in New York City and from 1857 was involved in the construction of the dry dock at the New York (Brooklyn) Navy Yard.
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Union brigadier general of volunteers Charles K. Graham commanded a brigade in the 1863 battles of Chancellorsville and Gettysburg. Severely wounded in the heavy fighting of the Peach Orchard at Gettysburg, he was taken prisoner. Exchanged, he subsequently commanded the army’s gunboats in the Army of the James. (Library of Congress)

With the start of the Civil War, Graham joined the New York militia and was commissioned first a major, then a lieutenant colonel, and finally a colonel. His unit mustered into Union service as the 74th New York Infantry, and Graham was formally commissioned its colonel on May 26, 1861. Assigned to the Army of the Potomac, his unit took part in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and fought in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862).

Poor health forced Graham from line duty for some time, and he was then involved in recruiting duty. Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers with date of rank of November 29, 1862, he returned to duty in time to command a brigade in III Corps in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3). At Gettysburg in the heavy fighting of the Peach Orchard on June 2, Graham was wounded in both shoulders and the right hip and taken prisoner. Held in Richmond, Virginia, he was exchanged on September 19. Graham then commanded the naval brigade manning the army gunboats in Major General Benjamin Butler’s Army of the James. Brevetted major general of volunteers on March 13, 1865, Graham mustered out of the service on August 24.

Following the war, Graham resumed his career as a civil engineer at New York City. He was chief engineer for the New York docks during 1873–1875, surveyor of the port during 1878–1883, and naval officer of the port until 1885. Graham died at Lakewood, New Jersey, on April 15, 1889.
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Graham, Strader v.
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Graham, William Alexander

Birth Date: September 5, 1804

Death Date: August 11, 1875

Confederate politician. William Alexander Graham was born on September 5, 1804, on Vesuvius Plantation in Lincoln City, North Carolina. Upon graduating from the University of North Carolina in 1824, he studied law under jurist Thomas Ruffin and went on to establish himself as a respected attorney in Hillsborough, North Carolina. Graham served as a Unionist Whig in the North Carolina state legislature (1830–1840) and in the U.S. Senate (1840–1843). In 1845 he was elected governor of North Carolina, serving until 1849.

In 1850 President Millard Fillmore appointed Graham secretary of the navy, a post he held until 1852, when he resigned to accept the Whig vice president nomination. Reelected to the U.S. Senate in 1854, Graham supported internal improvements and public education. He was an ardent opponent of Southern secession, which he believed would only lead to disaster and war.

In 1860 Graham helped organize the Constitutional Union Party in an attempt to block the election of Abraham Lincoln. When that proved unsuccessful, Graham attempted to keep North Carolina from seceding at the secession convention. In 1861 he was a delegate to the Washington Peace Conference, which sought a compromise to disunion and war. He subsequently served in the Second Confederate Congress, where he advocated peace and steadfastly opposed President Jefferson Davis’s war policies. In February 1865, Graham and several colleagues attempted to persuade Davis to negotiate a truce that would restore the South to the Union on equal footing with the North. Prior to General Robert E. Lee’s April 1865 surrender, Graham began calling for individual Southern states to seek peace independently.

Graham was elected state senator in 1865 but was denied his seat because the federal amnesty forbade former Confederate politicians from holding office. He then returned to his law practice, remaining an influential force in North Carolina politics until his death in Saratoga Springs, New York, on August 11, 1875.
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Grain Supplies, Northern

U.S. grain supplies and sales to European nations—particularly Great Britain and France—played an important role in Civil War diplomacy. Because the Confederate agricultural economy relied very heavily on cash crops such as cotton and tobacco, the Southern states typically produced much less corn and wheat than did the Northern states. This dynamic had been in place since the early years of the 19th century. The North, with a climate more conducive to grain production, thus supplied the bulk of North America’s corn and wheat production. During the Civil War, it is estimated that 40 percent or more of Great Britain’s total grain supplies (known to the British as corn) came from the Northern states. France also relied heavily on American grain imports.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Western Europe was in the midst of an agricultural crisis. During 1861 and 1862, crop failures had greatly reduced the amount of domestically produced grain. The British government was hesitant to break its neutral stance or suggest an intervention in the conflict, in part because such a course of action might result in the curtailment of U.S. grain shipments. French leaders, in turn, were reluctant to act independently of the British and also feared major economic dislocations should U.S. grain supplies be stopped. Grain shipments were not the only reason that the British and French remained neutral but were certainly a significant factor in their neutrality.

In the meantime, in an effort to use cotton as a diplomatic tool, the Confederacy purposely withheld cotton shipments to Western Europe in the hope that the attendant economic dislocations and damage to domestic textile factories would force European nations to recognize—and even materially aid—the Confederate States of America. As it turned out, the South’s so-called Cotton Diplomacy did not work. By 1861, Great Britain had record surpluses of cotton, and although the Confederate embargo did eventually cause damage to European textile interests, the British and French found new sources of cotton, which more than compensated for the lack of Confederate cotton. During the war, for instance, cotton production in India increased by some 700 percent, and Egyptian cotton output also rose dramatically.

While the Europeans could find alternate cotton supplies, they were far less likely to locate alternate grain supplies. Thus, in a significant sense, Northern grain supplies proved to be a far more effective diplomatic advantage than Southern cotton.
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Granbury, Hiram Bronson

Birth Date: March 1, 1831

Death Date: November 30, 1864

Confederate officer. Hiram Bronson Granbury (Granberry) was born on March 1, 1831, in Copiah County, Mississippi, and was educated at Oakland College (Rodney, Mississippi). Around 1858 he relocated to Waco, Texas, where he became an attorney and held local offices in McLennan County. When Texas seceded from the Union in early 1861, he recruited an infantry unit known as the Waco Guards and was dispatched to Kentucky. In October 1861 he became major of the 7th Texas Infantry Regiment.

Captured during the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), Granbury was soon exchanged and was promoted to colonel of the 7th Texas on August 29, 1862. He then saw action during the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862) and at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). Granbury was advanced to brigadier general on February 29, 1864, leading a brigade of eight regiments of Texas infantry in Major General Patrick Cleburne’s division, Army of Tennessee, during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864).

Granbury was killed during the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864) as he led an infantry charge against the well-fortified Union position. He was one of six Confederate generals to die during the engagement. The city of Granbury, Hood County, Texas, is named for him.
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Grand Army of the Republic

Largest and most influential Union Civil War veterans’ organization in the United States. Major Generals Richard J. Oglesby and John A. Logan, along with Dr. Benjamin F. Stephenson, a former Union Army surgeon, organized the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) in 1866. The GAR was founded in Illinois, and its first post was established in Springfield on April 1, 1866. The three founders created a baroque system of fraternal rituals and oaths required of each veteran desiring membership. Although the national GAR permitted African American veterans to join the organization, the choice was often left up to individual posts. In the South, where posts quickly sprang up to serve Union veterans who had settled in the region, African Americans were often denied membership.

The GAR grew explosively in its early years, and by the middle of 1867, practically every state in the North had at least one GAR post, as did a handful of Southern states. Illinois alone had 157 posts by early 1867. In the autumn of 1866, the GAR sponsored its first encampment—essentially a national meeting/reunion—where the membership elected Major General Stephen A. Hurlbut as its first national commander. The organization held yearly encampments thereafter until 1949, at which point the organization had become virtually moribund because most of the membership was deceased. The last member died in 1956.

Very soon after its creation, the GAR became the principal vehicle by which Civil War veterans of the Union expressed their demands to Congress and politicians in Washington. Not surprisingly, the group also became inextricably linked to the Republican Party. A joke at the time frequently suggested that “GAR” stood for “Generally All Republican.” Indeed, the GAR played a major role in Ulysses S. Grant’s successful bid for the White House in 1868.

The GAR’s involvement in politics was undeniable, but it also espoused other goals. These included providing aid to disabled or needy veterans, providing financial aid to veterans’ widows and children, establishing various services for its members, and promoting fraternalism and camaraderie among Civil War veterans.

Beginning in the late 1860s under the able leadership of Logan, the GAR successfully lobbied for a national pension law, the equalization of wartime bounties, and the establishment of a string of homes for veterans’ orphans. In the following decades and well into the 20th century, the GAR’s political clout grew and contracted depending on the position of the Republican Party. The GAR nevertheless managed to lobby successfully for most of its agenda, including a more bountiful national pension, the establishment of Decoration Day (the precursor of Memorial Day), and the insertion of patriotic exercises into school curricula.

The GAR’s membership peaked at 427,981 in 1890. Indeed, the 1890s witnessed the organization’s greatest decade of power. The GAR exerted significant influence in the 1896 and 1900 elections, in which Republican war veteran William McKinley was elected and reelected to the presidency. As Civil War veterans died, the GAR rapidly lost membership and influence as the new century progressed. By 1950 the GAR virtually ceased to exist, except perhaps on paper.
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Grand Gulf, Battle of

Event Date: April 29, 1863

Engagement of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). In the spring of 1863, Union rear admiral David D. Porter’s Mississippi Squadron moved to neutralize strong Confederate fortifications at Grand Gulf, on the east bank of the Mississippi River 25 miles south of Vicksburg. This operation was part of Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign and was designed to clear the way for his troops to cross the river from Louisiana to the Mississippi side at that point. At Grand Gulf, the Confederates had established two batteries mounting 13 heavy guns, including 3 rifled pieces.

Porter proceeded against Grand Gulf at 7:00 a.m. on April 29, 1863, with the ironclads Benton, Louisville, Carondelet, Mound City, Pittsburg, Tuscumbia, and Lafayette. The General Price carried troops and towed transports past the batteries. The engagement lasted more than six hours, with the Union ships firing more than 1,000 rounds.

Although Union shelling soon silenced the lower battery and caused upper-battery fire to slacken, most of the ships were damaged in turn. Porter’s flagship, the ironclad Benton, was struck 47 times. In all, Porter’s ships sustained 18 killed and 56 wounded, most of them in the Benton when a Confederate shell entered the ship’s casemate and exploded. The ironclad Tuscumbia was also struck hard and badly damaged.

Grant, meanwhile, offloaded his men from the transports and marched them two miles past the batteries. At 6:00 p.m. the Union warships safely escorted all the transports past the batteries. Learning from an escaped slave of another landing site with a road to the interior, Grant ordered a crossing there at Bruinsburg, Mississippi, six miles downriver. On April 30, Porter’s ships began ferrying Major General John McClernand’s and James B. McPherson’s corps across the Mississippi to move against Vicksburg to the north.
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Grand Review of the Armies

Spectacular military parade held in Washington, D.C., on May 23–24, 1865, featuring the major Union armies. On May 18, 1865, the War Department issued orders for the parade, which was essentially a celebration of the Union victory in the Civil War. Once the war was largely over, the Army of the Potomac, led by Major General George G. Meade, relocated north to the Washington, D.C., area prior to most of the troops being disbanded. At the same time, Major General William T. Sherman’s two smaller armies—the Army of the Tennessee, commanded by Major General Oliver O. Howard, and the Army of Georgia, commanded by Major General Henry Slocum—had marched north from the Carolinas through Virginia to Washington. With a combined strength of nearly 160,000 men, these armies represented the greatest single concentration of Union soldiers during the war.
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Grand Review of the Armies on Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C., with the Capitol building in the background. No African American units were permitted to take part in this May 1865 celebration of the Union victory in the war. (Library of Congress)

The parade route followed Pennsylvania Avenue, with the official reviewing stands erected in front of the White House. Among the reviewers was President Andrew Johnson. The black mourning crepe that could be seen everywhere since Abraham Lincoln’s April 14, 1865, assassination was finally taken down and replaced by American flags, and large crowds of civilians assembled along Pennsylvania Avenue to witness the spectacle.

The grand parade began at 9:00 a.m. on May 23. Major General Meade, mounted and alone at the head of his Army of the Potomac, rode up the avenue to deafening cheers of the crowd. Behind him were his veteran soldiers from four infantry corps (II, V, IX, and XIX Corps) and the Cavalry Corps. The men marched under tattered flags emblazoned with the names of scores of battles, from First Bull Run to Appomattox. It took a full six hours for the 80,000-man army to pass in review before President Johnson, his cabinet, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, and a host of other military officers and foreign dignitaries.

Major General Sherman’s armies marched in review the next day, May 24, stepping off promptly at 9:00 a.m. His two armies included four infantry corps—XIV, XV, XVII, and XX Corps—plus some cavalry units. In all, there were some 70,000 men. Sherman was concerned, however, that his rough, ill-clothed western soldiers might not be seen in a favorable light, especially when compared to the better-equipped troops of the eastern theater who had marched the day before. He also fretted that they would not be at their best after just concluding their grueling 2,000-mile march from Georgia. But his troops easily won the hearts of the crowd, and many spectators claimed that Sherman’s forces looked sharper than those of Meade. Sherman’s regiments included their bummers, the foragers who had kept the army supplied while it marched to the sea and then through the Carolinas and Virginia. A featured song played repeatedly by the army band was “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”

On June 8, VI Corps marched in its own review to smaller crowds in Washington, D.C. The corps had remained behind in Virginia on guard duty, and its commander, Major General Horatio G. Wright, decided to march his proud veterans through Washington before they too went home. In sum, the Grand Review was a magnificent event. However, critics quickly pointed out that none of the Union Army’s thousands of African American soldiers had been included in the pageant.
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Granger, Gordon

Birth Date: November 6, 1822

Death Date: January 10, 1876

Union officer. Gordon Granger was born on November 6, 1822, in Joy, New York. A graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1845, he was twice brevetted for extraordinary service during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Thereafter he served along the frontier in the Mounted Rifles, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1852.

Granger saw action during the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), for which he was brevetted major, and soon thereafter moved to the volunteer organization as colonel in command of the 2nd Michigan Cavalry Regiment. Advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on March 26, 1862, he led a brigade at the Battle of Island No. 10 (April 7, 1862) and saw action at the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862). Advanced to major general on September 17, 1862, he commanded the District of Central Kentucky and the Army of Kentucky.

Commanding the Reserve Corps, Army of the Cumberland, during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Granger helped save Major General William Rosecrans’s army from annihilation. When the Union line buckled on September 20 and the troops began an unorganized retreat, Major General George H. Thomas’s corps took position on a piece of high ground in order to protect the Union withdrawal. Thomas’s position soon came under vicious attack, and Granger, with no orders to do so, dispatched two of the three brigades under his charge to reinforce Thomas. This permitted Union forces to hold off further Confederate assaults while Rosecrans’s main army withdrew to safety.

In the autumn of 1863 Granger commanded IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863) and the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). Sent to the Department of the Gulf, he participated in the capture of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865). Brevetted through major general in the regular army, Granger mustered out of the volunteers in January 1865.

After the war Granger remained in the army as colonel of infantry, but his health deteriorated, and he remained on the sick list for much of the time. Granger died on January 10, 1876, in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
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Grant, Lewis Addison

Birth Date: January 17, 1828

Death Date: March 20, 1918

Union officer. Lewis Addison Grant was born on January 17, 1828, in Winhall, Vermont, and became a schoolteacher before studying law and opening his own legal practice in Vermont. Following the outbreak of the Civil War, he received a major’s commission in the 15th Vermont Infantry Regiment on August 15, 1861, and saw extensive service throughout the eastern theater during the Civil War.

On September 15, 1862, Grant was advanced to colonel and given charge of the Old Vermont Brigade (2nd Brigade, VI Corps, Army of the Potomac). While leading his unit at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), he was seriously wounded. During the Battle of Salem Church (May 3–4, 1863), the Vermont Brigade captured three Confederate flags, earning Grant the Medal of Honor (awarded in 1893). Grant also performed ably during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863) and was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on April 27, 1864.

Grant saw combat at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania (May 8–21, 1864), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). He also participated in Major General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865), where he led a division for part of the time. At the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864), Grant helped stave off defeat after an unexpected Confederate attack at dawn collapsed the Union lines. Brevetted major general for his service at Cedar Creek, Grant was wounded at Petersburg in early April 1865. He left the service in August 1865.

After the war, Grant lived for a time in Illinois and then Iowa and later settled in Minneapolis, Minnesota. From 1890 to 1893, he was assistant secretary of war. Grant died on March 20, 1918, in Minneapolis.
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Grant, Ulysses Simpson

Birth Date: April 27, 1822

Death Date: July 23, 1885

U.S. general in chief and president of the United States. Born in Point Pleasant, Ohio, on April 27, 1822, Hiram Ulysses Grant grew up on his father’s farm. Securing appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, Grant discovered that his name had been changed to Ulysses Simpson (his mother’s maiden name) Grant, which he kept. Grant graduated from West Point in 1843, having excelled only in horsemanship.

Grant served with distinction in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). As regimental quartermaster, he saw action under Major General Zachary Taylor in northern Mexico in the Battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, and Monterrey. Transferred to Major General Winfield Scott’s command in March 1847, Grant fought in the Battles of Cerro Gordo, Churubusco, and Molino del Rey. After the latter battle, he was brevetted first lieutenant for gallantry. Grant received a second brevet, to captain, following the Battle of Chapultepec. He was promoted to first lieutenant in September 1847.

After the war Grant was on duty in California, where he was promoted to captain in August 1853. Bored and upset at being separated from his wife, Grant drank heavily and was forced to resign from the army in July 1854, reportedly to avoid a court-martial. He returned to his family in Missouri but was unsuccessful as a farmer and in selling real estate. His father gave him a position as a clerk in the family leather store in Galena, Illinois.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, Grant secured a colonelcy of volunteers and command of the 21st Illinois Infantry Regiment in June. Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers, he received command of the Southeast Missouri Military District that September. He distinguished himself in the early fighting in Kentucky, where he took Paducah without waiting for authorization that September, and in Missouri, where he fought an indecisive battle against the Confederates at Belmont on November 7 but virtually secured that state for the Union. In December he took command at Cairo, Illinois, from which base he launched his invasion of Tennessee.

In the subsequent Union river campaigns, Grant worked well with his naval counterpart, Flag Officer Andrew Hull Foote. Grant and Foote finally persuaded their superior, Major General Henry Halleck, to allow them to attack Fort Henry on the Tennessee River, which fell to Foote’s gunboats on February 6, 1862, before Grant’s men could arrive overland. Grant then invested nearby Fort Donelson on the Cumberland, forcing it to surrender unconditionally on February 16. Now known as “Unconditional Surrender Grant” for the victory, he received promotion to major general of volunteers.

Grant was preparing to attack Corinth, Mississippi, when he was surprised by Confederates under General Albert Sidney Johnston at Shiloh on April 6, 1862. In the ensuing battle, Grant rallied his men and managed to hold. Reinforced by troops under Major General Don Carlos Buell that night, Grant counterattacked the next day and won the victory.

Pressed to relieve Grant over Shiloh, President Abraham Lincoln replied, “I cannot spare this man; he fights.” Demoted by a jealous Halleck, Grant served as second-in-command in Halleck’s snail’s pace advance on Corinth. Given command of the Army of the Tennessee that October, Grant set his sights on capturing the Confederate stronghold of Vicksburg on the Mississippi River. The Confederates rebuffed his efforts to take the city from the north, but Grant then decided to strike from the south. In a daring maneuver accompanied by Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter’s gunboats, Grant passed his men by Vicksburg on the Louisiana shore, then ferried them across the river to the Mississippi side on April 30. Disregarding Halleck’s instructions to await reinforcements, Grant cut loose from his base at Grand Gulf and moved north, taking Jackson on May 14, 1863, and then destroying it as a communications center. He then engaged Confederate forces under Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton, who sallied from Vicksburg, winning the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863) and forcing Pemberton back into Vicksburg. After initial assaults failed, Grant laid siege to Vicksburg, taking the city on July 4, 1863, in one of the biggest Union victories of the war.
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A determined, aggressive commander and effective strategist, Ulysses S. Grant was promoted to the newly revived rank of lieutenant general and named general-in-chief of the Union Army in March 1864. His relentless hammering of Confederate forces ended the war. (Library of Congress)

Appointed major general in the regular army and given command of the Military Division of the Mississippi on October 4, 1863, Grant directed the relief of the city of Chattanooga, Tennessee, and then, reinforced, broke the Confederate siege of Chattanooga during October 25–28 and drove the Confederates under General Braxton Bragg from both Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge on November 24–25.

Named commanding general of the armies of the United States with the recently authorized rank of lieutenant general in March 1864, Grant opened a multipronged offensive against the Confederates, with the main effort coming in Virginia against Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Grant campaigned there with Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac. A series of rebuffs followed, but Grant kept pressing the attack. Following bloody engagements at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12), Grant attempted to get in behind Lee at Petersburg but failed. Grant then laid siege to Petersburg in the longest such operation of the war (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). The victory in the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865) sealed the fate of Richmond and Petersburg. With his forces being starved into submission, Lee broke free and headed west but was forced to surrender at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865. Grant’s generous terms helped the healing process and set the tone for the other surrenders to follow.

Following the war, Grant continued as commanding general of the army and was advanced to full general by an act of Congress in July 1866. He served as interim secretary of war (August 1867–January 1868) before being drawn into politics full-time. Grant has been regarded as a controversial figure for his supposed failure as president. Elected in November 1868 as a Republican to the first of his two terms in office (1869–1877), he was personally honest, but his administration was wracked by scandal. Grant remained popular, however. Becoming bankrupt after leaving the presidency when a brokerage firm failed, Grant developed throat cancer but struggled to complete his memoirs in order to provide for his family financially. He completed the task only two days before his death at Mount McGregor, New York, on July 23, 1885. His Memoirs (1885) proved to be a great literary success and reveal the depth of his intelligence and character. A bold, aggressive commander who avoided hunting because he hated killing things, Grant eschewed military ceremony and dress. A highly effective strategist, he could see the overall situation clearly and determine the correct course of action. His relentless hammering of Confederate forces ended the Civil War.
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Grant and Sibley Court-Martial
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Grant’s Anti-Jew Order

Controversial directive also known as General Order No. 11 and issued on December 17, 1862, by Major General Ulysses S. Grant, commander of the Department of the Tennessee. By the end of 1862, Grant had set up his headquarters at LaGrange, Tennessee. It had been a trying few months for him. His Vicksburg offensive was stalled, and he was not confident that his superiors would continue to support his military plans. Furthermore, he had come under criticism from general in chief Major General Henry W. Halleck for not pursuing Confederate troops after the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). To make matters worse, Major General John A. McClernand, who was subordinate to Grant, was now attempting to secure the Mississippi River.

Greatly frustrated, Grant acted against the hundreds of civilian buyers and speculators who were doing business in his department. Many of these individuals were purchasing confiscated Confederate goods and selling them in the North for highly inflated prices. A number of these speculators had appealed directly to Grant for assistance. Fed up with the activity, on November 9 and 10 Grant issued an order barring any merchants or businessmen from traveling any farther south than Jackson, Tennessee. Grant specifically mentioned that Jews especially should be included in this order.

On December 17 Grant went much further, likely upon the urging of General Halleck. At Holly Springs, Mississippi, Grant issued General Order No. 11, which stated that “the Jews, as a class violating every regulation of trade established by the Treasury Department and also department orders, are hereby expelled from the department within twenty-four hours.” The sweeping anti-Semitic proclamation was met with disbelief and outrage among Jews in both the North and the South. While Grant may have been goaded into making such a rash decision, it no doubt showcased the rampant bigotry of the day and shadowed Grant’s otherwise stellar reputation.

A number of Jewish residents from the affected area soon met with President Abraham Lincoln at the White House and urged him to repeal the order immediately. Meanwhile, Grant’s move elicited much controversy in the press as well as in Congress. Unaware of Grant’s order in advance, Lincoln rescinded it effective January 4, 1863. Grant’s order is surely one of the most blatant examples of anti-Semitism in American history.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Grant, Ulysses Simpson; Halleck, Henry Wager; Racism and Racial Prejudice

Further Reading

McFeely, William S. Grant: A Biography. New York: Norton, 1981.

Perret, Geoffrey. Ulysses S. Grant: Soldier and President. New York: Random House, 1997.

_______________________

Gratiot Street and Myrtle Street Federal Military Prisons, St. Louis

Union prison facilities. Gratiot Street Prison in St. Louis consisted of a large brick building erected in 1847 with two wings, one on 8th Street, which had previously been McDowell’s Medical College, and one on the corner of 8th and Gratiot Streets, which had previously been the McDowell residence. A three-story octagonal tower stood between the wings. Dr. McDowell, well known as a Southern sympathizer, had fled to Memphis, Tennessee.

Union authorities confiscated the building and converted it to a prison by enclosing it with a 15-foot wooden fence. Barracks and mess halls were installed in former classrooms and laboratories. The first prisoners arrived in December 1861 to alleviate overcrowding at the nearby and smaller Myrtle Street Prison.

Gratiot was the largest war prison in Missouri, with an intended maximum capacity of 1,200, but it usually held from 1,800 to 2,000 internees. Escape was rather common, with at least 109 successful escapes on record. Sanitary conditions were appalling. Approximately 1,140 died in captivity, most from scurvy, typhoid fever, and smallpox. The last prisoners were released on September 4, 1865.

Gratiot held enemy prisoners of war, spies, guerrillas, several women, civilians suspected of being disloyal to the Union, and some Union soldiers accused of misbehavior or other offenses. The three-story tower held high-risk prisoners. The complex was torn down in 1878.

Myrtle Street Prison consisted of a building confiscated from Bernard Lynch, who had joined the Confederate cause. Known as Lynch’s Slave Pen or Lynch’s Slave Market, the two-story brick building on the corner of Myrtle Street and 5th Street opened as a holding place for prisoners until they could be transported to larger facilities. Because Lynch had designed the building to hold slaves, escape was much more difficult than at Gratiot. The Myrtle Street facility received its first prisoners in September 1861 and remained in use through the end of the war. Its intended maximum capacity was 100, but it held as many as 150, with an average daily count of 145. Myrtle Street Prison quickly became overcrowded, leading to the establishment of Gratiot Street Prison in December 1861.
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Gray, Henry

Birth Date: January 19, 1816

Death Date: December 11, 1892

Confederate officer. Henry Gray was born on January 19, 1816, in South Carolina’s Laurens District. He graduated from South Carolina College in 1834 and began a career in law. Gray moved to Mississippi in 1840, serving as Winston County district attorney and later as a state legislator. In 1850 he moved to Bienville Parish, Louisiana. There he practiced law and changed his political affiliation from Whig to Democrat.

In 1860 Gray won a seat in the Louisiana legislature. After secession, he returned to Mississippi to enlist in a state regiment but eventually went back to Louisiana and became the colonel of the 28th Louisiana Infantry in May 1862. Thereafter, he served exclusively in the Trans-Mississippi theater.

Gray saw action during the engagement at Irish Bend and Fort Bisland (April 12–14, 1863) as part of Brigadier General Alfred Mouton’s Louisiana Brigade. In fighting at Irish Bend on April 14, Gray was wounded but remained in command. Following the campaign, Major General Richard Taylor promoted Mouton to division command and gave Gray command of the Louisiana Brigade.

Gray played an integral role in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). At Mansfield (April 8, 1864), he lost all three of his regimental commanders during a daring assault on Honeycutt Hill. The brigade saw limited action at Pleasant Hill (April 9) but fought hard at Yellow Bayou (May 18), the last battle of the campaign.

Taylor recommended Gray for promotion to brigadier general, but department commander General Edmund Kirby Smith refused. Gray’s criticism of Smith’s strategy during the Red River Campaign may have played a role in the decision. Taylor persisted, however, and finally secured Gray’s promotion in April 1864 (confirmed on March 17, 1865, to date from May 8, 1864).

In October 1864 Gray won a landslide victory in a Louisiana congressional election. During his term in the Confederate Congress, he investigated corruption in the Trans-Mississippi cotton bureau and tied improprieties to Smith. Congress cracked down on Smith’s administration, but the war ended before the measures took effect.

After the war, Gray returned to Louisiana and served one term in the state senate. He died in Coushatta on December 11, 1892.
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Grayson, John Breckinridge

Birth Date: October 18, 1806

Death Date: October 22, 1861

Confederate officer. John Breckinridge Grayson was born on October 18, 1806, in Fayette County, Kentucky. Grayson graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1826. He was commissioned in the artillery and was assigned to garrison duty in numerous locales in the South. In 1836 he saw action in Florida during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). Promoted to first lieutenant in 1834 and to captain in 1838, Grayson then joined the Commissary of Subsistence (Commissary Department).

After performing staff duties in New Orleans from 1836 to 1847, Grayson was sent to join Major General Winfield Scott’s army in Mexico and became Scott’s chief of commissary. Grayson performed his duties admirably and was brevetted to major and then to lieutenant colonel for gallant and meritorious conduct during numerous battles, including Cerro Gordo, Molina del Rey, and Chapultepec.

Upon his return to the United States, Grayson was chief of commissary at the U.S. Army post at Detroit, a position he held until 1855, earning promotion to major in 1852. From 1855 to 1861, he served as chief of commissary in the New Mexico Territory.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Grayson resigned his commission on July 1, 1861, to join the Confederate Army. He entered Confederate service as a brigadier general, first attached to the Provisional Army of the Confederate States. Within a few weeks’ time, he was appointed commander of the Department of Middle and Eastern Florida. By now Grayson was suffering from advanced stages of tuberculosis, and his health was fragile. Grayson’s first and principal aim was to shore up Florida’s coastal defense network to prevent an expected Union assault. He quickly discovered, however, that the state lacked the requisite manpower, artillery, and gunpowder to effectively garrison coastal batteries.

Before long, Grayson’s health had deteriorated to the point that he could no longer discharge his duties. The department fell into complete disarray, and Grayson fell victim to squabbling and political maneuvering on the part of his staff and local Florida officials. On October 10, 1861, Grayson was relieved of his command. He died on October 22, 1861, in Tallahassee, Florida.
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Great Britain

The secession of the Southern states and the ensuing war took the British people by surprise. Both the British government and the general public had become accustomed to the bickering that took place between the North and the South during the 1850s. Indeed, the press referred to it as the “American difficulty.”

Throughout the war, the tide of British public opinion was determined more by events in America than by innate support for one side or the other. This wavering occurred because many Britons saw no great principles at stake in the American fighting. Those Britons long active in the abolition movement remained suspicious of Northern propaganda that the war would bring an end to slavery, even after the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation.

Among the lower working classes was genuine favoritism for the Confederacy. The Irish especially supported the South because of Northern efforts to recruit Irishmen to serve in the Union Army. In England, many working men regarded Southerners as a subjugated people attempting to break the yoke of their oppression. British upper classes tended to be pro-Southern because of their disdain for democracy. While many upper-class Britons were active in the abolition movement, they appeared to have little concern that a Southern victory might prolong slavery. Some of the leading abolitionists believed that slavery was doomed even if the South won its independence. They regarded the war as a Southern struggle for self-determination instead of a fight to retain slavery.

British textile interests pressed the government to recognize the South to secure cotton because the American South was the world’s largest producer of raw cotton. This was abetted by the fact that Confederate president Jefferson Davis withheld the cotton crop at the beginning of the war in a bid to force Britain and France into recognizing the Confederacy. This was a failure and a mistaken decision for the South. Britain developed other sources in Egypt and elsewhere, and some Southern cotton did make its way through the Union blockade later. In the end, supplies of Northern grain (“corn” to the British) proved more important in influencing the British government than did Southern cotton.

Support for the North was strong among the leading members of the Conservative Party, which was out of power and did not control the government during the war. Nevertheless, Conservative leaders advocated a policy of neutrality and opposed any attempt to offer mediation. Among these leaders were Lord Derby, Lord Stanley, Benjamin Disraeli, and Lord Malmesbury. They voiced their approval of the British proclamation of belligerency early in the war and acted to restrain party members Seymour Fitzgerald and Lord Salisbury when they urged mediation.

For members of the British cabinet, events in Europe were of more immediate concern than the American Civil War. From the beginning of the fighting, Prime Minister Lord Palmerston urged a policy of neutrality to keep French emperor Napoleon III’s European aspirations in check and to limit Prussian minister president Otto von Bismarck’s activities limited to Germany and because of Palmerston’s own dislike of slavery. Within the cabinet, the most consistent supporter of the South was William Gladstone, chancellor of the exchequer. Foreign Minister John Russell’s sentiments wavered between the North and the South, but he did support the idea of mediation in 1862. It was the opposition of George C. Lewis, secretary of war, that helped persuade the cabinet to postpone such an offer. Lewis opposed becoming involved in the conflict out of concern for its impact on future U.S.-British relations and fear that the war could spread beyond its American limits.

Britain also had a long-standing policy of noninterference in the internal affairs of other nations. While Britain willingly entered European wars that threatened the balance of continental power, the government had little interest in involving itself in strictly internal affairs of European countries. Aware of this fact, U.S. secretary of state William Seward stressed again and again the internal nature of the Civil War.

The Trent Affair was the first major Civil War crisis that the British confronted. In November 1861, Captain Charles Wilkes of the U.S. Navy screw frigate San Jacinto intercepted the British mail carrier Trent in the West Indies and removed James Mason and John Slidell, who were traveling to Europe as the newly appointed Confederate agents to Britain and France, respectively. The British government immediately protested Wilkes’s action as a violation of international law. When news of the incident arrived in England, the government immediately demanded that the United States release Mason and Slidell and apologize for removing the Confederates. In anticipation of a refusal, the British government also ordered the Admiralty to rush preparations for war, dispatched 8,000 troops for the defense of Canada, and temporarily prohibited the further export of arms and ammunition. While members of the cabinet seemed inclined to take a hard line, other political leaders called for caution. Disraeli urged the cabinet to assume a “generous interpretation” of Wilkes’s action, while Prince Albert’s rewording of the diplomatic dispatch to American officials allowed them to accede to British demands with good grace. Faced with the rightness of the British position, the Abraham Lincoln administration agreed to release Mason and Slidell, despite the public approval of Wilkes’s actions.

If Britain’s position was correct in the Trent Affair, it was less defensible in its actions regarding Confederate raiders and Laird rams. Confederate agents contracted for the building of the raiders, ostensibly as merchant ships, from British shipbuilders. Upon completion, the ships were taken to the Azores or the West Indies and outfitted as Confederate warships. They then sailed the high seas attacking American merchant vessels and wreaking havoc on American shipping. Although the British government was not responsible for the building or launching of the raiders, it was slow to act when Charles Francis Adams Sr., the U.S. minister, protested. As a result, Confederate agents next placed an order for a gunboat, the Alexandra. This time the government seized the ship but was forced to release it when the courts ruled that as long as the ship was not equipped in British waters, there was no law that prevented British citizens from building and selling warships to belligerents.

The situation became more acute when Confederate agents contracted with the Laird shipyard to build several ironclad rams. The design of the ships left little doubt that they were destined to become blockade-runners. In addition to their speed and iron plating, each ship was to have a 7-foot iron prong added to the bow to enable it to ram Union blockaders. Despite Adams’s protest, Lord Russell maintained that the court decision in the Alexandra case prevented the government from seizing the ships. Worried, however, that its decision might lead to war with the United States and also set a precedent for future enemies to order warships from neutrals that could then be used against Britain, the cabinet decided to retain the rams and later in October 1863 seized them. In 1871 in the so-called Alabama Claims, Great Britain paid the United States $15.5 million for damages done by Confederate raiders.

When Great Britain declared its neutrality in the early months of the war, it also invoked the Foreign Enlistment Act of 1819, which forbade its citizens from taking part in wars between other nations. British citizens living in the Union states used this act to claim exemption from military service. Their refusal to serve caused extreme tension in a number of states west of Ohio because these states allowed foreigners to vote if they had lived in the state for one year and had declared their intention to become American citizens. Officials in those states argued that individuals given the rights of citizenship should be willing to undertake its obligations. In London, Foreign Secretary Russell voiced his disapproval of this interpretation and insisted that British citizens in the United States should not be required to violate British law. Lincoln solved the problem in May 1863 by issuing a proclamation requiring all foreigners who had declared their intention to become American citizens but had then refused to serve in the military to leave the country in 65 days or face the possibility of military service.

The problem of foreign enlistments continued in the North because of the activities of bounty brokers. Using liquor or unscrupulous devices, bounty brokers encouraged men to enlist and took all or the greater part of their bounty. The bounty brokers especially preyed upon immigrants in eastern port cities because the bounties were higher in those states. Following the passage of the Contract Labor Law in 1864, which allowed the importation of immigrants as laborers, a few plots were hatched to bring large numbers of Irishmen to America by offering jobs but in actuality to force them to enlist once they arrived in the country and also to take their bounties. Complaints from both the British embassy and the Foreign Office finally caused the U.S. Congress to pass an act declaring that any individual who forcibly or fraudulently enlisted another person in the military service could, if found guilty, be fined $1,000 and imprisoned for two years.

Impressment problems were also widespread in the Confederacy. Because the British government did not have formal diplomatic relations with the Confederate government, most impressment problems were handled by British consuls located in Richmond, Charleston, Savannah, and Mobile. The smaller number of men of military age in the South also exacerbated the problem. British citizens complained of physical punishment, mental intimidation, and attempts at starvation when they refused to enlist in the Confederate Army. Although the Confederate government declared that military service could not be required of immigrants, enrolling officers who had to meet quotas took little notice of this restriction. Following the defeats at Vicksburg and Gettysburg in July 1863, pressure on foreigners to enlist became more intense, and complaints from the consuls became more numerous. Exasperated by quarrels between Southern governors, who demanded the right to enlist foreigners, and the consuls, who insisted that such enlistments violated a man’s rights, Confederate secretary of state Judah P. Benjamin in October 1863 expelled the British consuls and ordered them to leave the country. Subsequent efforts by the British Foreign Office to deal with the impressment issue were spurned by the Southern government, with the result that when the Confederacy made a last-ditch effort to secure diplomatic recognition from Great Britain in 1865, the Foreign Office refused to consider the offer.
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Greeley, Horace

Birth Date: February 3, 1811

Death Date: November 29, 1872

Polemicist, newspaper editor, publisher, writer, and politician. Born in Amherst, New Hampshire, on February 3, 1811, Horace Greeley came from an impoverished farming family forced to move frequently to evade bankruptcy. Largely self-educated, he early gravitated toward a journalism career. First employed as an apprentice printer in Vermont, he moved to New York City in 1831 and worked on various penny dailies. In 1834 he and Jonas Winchester founded the New-Yorker, a literary weekly. In 1840 Greeley launched the Log Cabin, a paper that endorsed the Whig Party led by William Henry Harrison and favored Henry Clay’s policy of a gradual reduction in protectionist tariffs. Concurrently, Greeley espoused social reform, arguing for the elimination of slavery and capital punishment and stricter controls on alcohol and prostitution. Particularly after the Civil War, he promoted western settlement, giving currency to the slogan “Go west, young man, go west.”
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In 1841, Horace Greeley founded the New York Tribune, which became New York’s major newspaper. Greeley was a dedicated social reformer who supported both abolition and women’s rights. A reluctant supporter of Abraham Lincoln for the presidency in 1860, during the secession crisis he initially urged that the North let the “erring sisters” go. (National Archives)

Several years after his marriage in 1836, Greeley and his business partner Thomas McElrath merged the New-Yorker and the Log Cabin to found the New York Tribune (1841), a Whig daily that was to become New York’s major newspaper. A galaxy of prominent contributors included Charles Dana, Margaret Fuller, and, during the 1850s, even Karl Marx as a European correspondent. Committed to the principle of a free press, Greeley actively opposed the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and the extension of slavery into the new territories. Likewise, he condemned the Compromise of 1850 and Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and in 1854 opposed the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which gave settlers freedom to choose whether to extend slavery to the new territories.

Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives to fill a vacancy, Greeley served as a Whig member from December 1848 to March 1849 but failed to win reelection. In 1854 he and other prominent Northern Whigs founded the Republican Party. In spite of his initial opposition, Greeley supported Abraham Lincoln’s nomination as the Republican presidential candidate in 1860. As the secession crisis mounted, Greeley initially argued that the Union should let the “erring sisters” go, provided that their withdrawal was based on a true democratic majority among Southern citizens. Even after the outbreak of hostilities, he continued to push for a peaceful solution, a hope that led him to participate in an abortive meeting with Southern peace commissioners in Niagara Falls, Canada, in 1864. While it is doubtful that Greeley spurred Lincoln’s emancipation policy, editorials in the Tribune served as powerful calls for the liberation of slaves. During the 1863 New York City Draft Riots, Greeley showed great courage in refusing to vacate the Tribune offices and braving a racist mob that had gathered outside the building. His two-volume history of the Civil War, The American Conflict (1864 and 1866), although biased, remains one of the most readable contemporary accounts of the conflict.

During the Reconstruction years (1865–1877), Greeley distinguished himself as a moderate voice calling for reconciliation. In 1867 his paper lost many subscribers when he guaranteed bail for former Confederate president Jefferson Davis. Initially a supporter of Ulysses S. Grant in the 1868 election, Greeley was soon disillusioned by what he viewed as Grant’s vindictive Southern policies and massive government corruption. Greeley thus broke with the Radical Republicans and helped form the new Liberal Republican Party, which nominated him as presidential candidate to run against Grant in the scandal-ridden campaign of 1872. Greeley was soundly defeated, largely because his conciliatory Southern policies gained him little support in the populous North. Bankrupt, exhausted, and devastated by the recent death of his wife, Greeley died in Pleasantville, New York, on November 29, 1872, shortly after the election.
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Green, Martin Edwin

Birth Date: June 3, 1815

Death Date: June 27, 1863

Confederate officer. Martin Edwin Green was born on June 3, 1815, in Fauquier County, Virginia. As a young man he moved to Lewis County, Missouri, where he established a successful lumber business with his brothers. In early 1861 Green began recruiting a cavalry outfit in northeastern Missouri, an effort that was underwritten by Missouri Militia commander and prosecessionist Major General Sterling Price. Green was eventually elected colonel of the cavalry regiment, which became known as Green’s Missouri Cavalry.

Green commanded a division of the Missouri State Guard in the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) and soon thereafter entered Confederate service with promotion to brigadier general in July 1862. He led a brigade at the Battle of Iuka (September 19, 1862) and commanded a division at the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862).

Green next saw major action in northern Mississippi in early 1863 and during the early stages of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), when he served under Major General John S. Bowen. On June 25, 1863, Green sustained a minor wound and then on June 27 while observing enemy movements in Vicksburg was shot dead by a Union sniper.
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Green, Thomas

Birth Date: January 8, 1814

Death Date: April 12, 1864

Confederate officer. Thomas Green was born on January 8, 1814, in Amelia County, Virginia. He attended Princeton College (Kentucky) and the University of Nashville in 1834 and studied law under his father, a Tennessee Supreme Court justice. Dissatisfied with the mundane life of a lawyer, Green went to Texas and participated in the Texas Revolution of 1835–1836 and skirmished with Indians along the Texas frontier. He was elected to the Texas legislature for one term and then served in several other posts with the Texas government. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) he was a volunteer captain and thereafter worked as clerk of the Texas Supreme Court.

In 1861 Green was commissioned a colonel of the 5th Texas Cavalry Regiment, ably leading it during Brigadier General H. H. Sibley’s invasion of New Mexico and commanding the force during the Battle of Val Verde (February 21, 1862). Green also performed admirably at the Battle of Galveston (January 1, 1863). Dispatched east to Louisiana, he was on hand for the engagements at Irish Bend and Fort Bisland (April 12–14, 1863), where he covered the Confederates’ withdrawal. Green was promoted to brigadier general on May 20, 1863, and took command of a cavalry brigade. In the Battle of Bayou Bourbeux (November 3, 1863), he defeated a Union force in a sharp but brief fight.

Green also fought at the Battle of Mansfield (April 8, 1864) during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), where he was lauded for his actions. During the Union retreat following the Battle of Pleasant Hill (April 9, 1864), Green decided to lead an intrepid if ill-advised assault against Union gunboats at Blair’s Landing on the Red River.

As Green led his men forward on April 12, he was killed by a rain of grape and canister shot from the Union vessels in the river. Some 300 of his men were also killed or wounded in the charge. Union major general Nathaniel Banks, in a written communication to Major General William T. Sherman, praised Green as the “ablest officer” in Confederate service.
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Greenbacks

Paper currency printed by the U.S. government during the Civil War. To finance the war effort, the U.S. government for the first time began to issue paper currency, a major change in the American monetary system. These bills were commonly referred to as greenbacks because they were printed with green ink on one side.

From 1832, when President Andrew Jackson refused to renew the charter of the Second Bank of the United States, until 1861, American paper currency was issued by an estimated 8,000 different state banks, none of which had any federal regulation. Although the value of this currency fluctuated wildly, in principle it was redeemable for gold or silver. The federal government, however, was required to pay all of its debts in gold or silver.

The outbreak of the Civil War caused a rapid depletion of the federal government’s supply of gold and silver and also sparked inflation. Responding to the building crisis, Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase argued for the printing of federal paper currency, which would supplant the many varying currencies of the state banks. As such, in 1861 Congress authorized the federal government to issue $10 million in demand notes backed by specie. This meant that any person holding paper currency issued by the government could redeem it for whatever its value was in gold and/or silver.

By 1862, U.S. citizens had begun to hoard gold and silver. To stave off a complete financial disaster, on February 25, 1862, Congress passed the first Legal Tender Act, which allowed the federal government to print paper currency that was not redeemable in gold or silver yet would be legal tender for most public and private debts. In 1863 Congress passed the National Banking Act, which established a national banking system and a uniform national currency based on the greenbacks. By the end of the war, the U.S. government had issued about $450 million in greenbacks. The value of the greenback fluctuated, sometimes dramatically, during the war, dropping to 40 cents in early 1864. Following a heated debate between creditors and debtors, in 1879 the federal government implemented a policy that made all greenbacks specie-backed currency.
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Greenbrier River, Battle of

Event Date: October 3, 1861

Engagement in western Virginia on October 3, 1861. Defeated at the Battle of Rich Mountain (July 11, 1861), the Confederate Army of the Northwest withdrew to Camp Bartow on the East Fork of the Greenbrier River (present-day Bartow, West Virginia). On September 11–13 after reorganizing and receiving reinforcements, the army, temporarily under the direct command of General Robert E. Lee, launched a poorly coordinated attack on the Union position atop Cheat Mountain, overlooking the Greenbrier Valley, and then returned to camp.

On October 3, 1861, while many of the Confederates were absent on a mission, a Union force under Brigadier General Joseph Reynolds descended from its position on Cheat Mountain and attacked Camp Bartow. The subsequent conflict was mostly an artillery duel in which the Union force was unable to drive out the Confederates. Both sides attempted at various times to maneuver around the flank of the other, but neither had any success. Reynolds then withdrew his force.

Reports of casualty figures and even orders of battle vary, but it is likely that 8 were killed and 36 wounded on the Union side and 6 killed, 33 wounded, and 13 missing on the Confederate side. The Battle of Greenbrier River had little impact strategically or tactically. The two small armies continued to face each other across the Greenbrier Valley until later in the year, when the Confederates withdrew to Allegheny Mountain.
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Greene, George Sears

Birth Date: May 6, 1801

Death Date: January 28, 1899

Union officer. George Sears Greene was born on May 6, 1801, in Apponaug, Kent County, Rhode Island. He graduated second in his class from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1823 and then served at various posts, including West Point, where he taught engineering. He was promoted to first lieutenant on May 31, 1829. Greene resigned his commission on June 30, 1836, to become a railroad civil engineer.

On January 18, 1862, at age 60, “Pop” Greene, as he was called, was appointed colonel of the 60th New York Volunteers and served under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks. Promoted to brigadier general on April 28, 1862, Greene led a division at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) after Brigadier General Christopher Auger fell wounded. Greene retained command at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where his soldiers seized critical ground near the Dunker Church but were never reinforced. When Major General John W. Geary joined the division that autumn, Greene returned to brigade command. He saw only limited action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

Greene again briefly commanded a division in XII Corps, Army of the Potomac, at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1983), where the corps was heavily engaged on May 3; he was also conspicuous at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On July 2–3, Greene’s brigade secured the extreme right of the Union line by constructing breastworks and repelling repeated Confederate attacks on Culp’s Hill. Greene then accompanied his division to the western theater but suffered a serious wound at the Battle of Wauhatchie (October 28–29, 1863). He returned to active duty commanding a brigade in XIV Corps during Major General William T. Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865) but saw little action. Greene was brevetted major general of volunteers on March 13, 1865, and mustered out of the volunteers on April 30, 1866.

After the war Greene resumed his engineering career and served as president of the American Society of Civil Engineers. He also published several books, including The Greenes of Rhode Island (1903). Greene died on January 28, 1899, in Morristown, New Jersey.
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Greene, Samuel Dana

Birth Date: February 11, 1839

Death Date: December 11, 1884

Union naval officer. Born in Cumberland, Maryland, on February 11, 1839, Samuel Dana Greene was appointed an acting midshipman in the U.S. Navy on September 21, 1855, and graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, four years later, 7th in a class of 20. He served aboard the screw sloop Hartford until 1861 and was promoted to lieutenant on August 31, 1861.

Greene then served as the executive officer on the ironclad Monitor. During its battle in Hampton Roads with the Confederate ironclad ram Virginia on March 9, 1862, Greene was responsible for operations in the ship’s turret but assumed command of the ironclad when commanding officer Lieutenant John L. Worden was wounded. In consequence the Monitor briefly turned from the fight, but when Greene maneuvered to resume the action, the Virginia had departed, ending the battle. Although criticized for the rest of his life for allowing the Virginia to escape, Greene acted wholly in conformity with Worden’s orders and received an official commendation from his commander, who stated that Greene had conducted himself with “great courage, coolness, and skill.” Soon superseded in command, Greene remained with the Monitor for the rest of its short service.

Surviving the ship’s loss that December in the treacherous waters off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, Greene served as executive officer of the screw frigate Florida and then the screw sloop Iroquois for the remainder of the war. Promoted to lieutenant commander on August 11, 1865, and to commander on December 12, 1872, Greene spent several years at the U.S. Naval Academy. He also commanded the screw sloops Juniata, Monongahela, and Despatch. On December 11, 1884, while serving as executive officer of the Portsmouth Navy Yard in New Hampshire, Greene committed suicide after having read a magazine article detailing the Monitor-Virginia engagement. He was the son of Union brigadier general George Sears Greene.
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Greenhow, Rose O’Neal

Birth Date: ca. 1814

Death Date: October 1, 1864

Confederate spy. Rose O’Neal was born around 1814 in Port Tobacco, Maryland. When her parents died, Rose and some of her sisters went to live with an aunt and uncle in Washington, D.C., where she was greatly influenced by congressmen, especially Southern Fire-Eater John C. Calhoun, who sometimes stayed at her uncle’s boardinghouse.

O’Neal married Robert Greenhow, a lawyer, linguist, and historian, in 1835. Robert traveled often, and Rose helped him with his research and writing. During the late 1840s and early 1850s, the Greenhows worked in Mexico City and San Francisco, where Robert opened a law office. He died in San Francisco in March 1854.

Rose Greenhow returned to Washington, and during the 1850s she became one of the most influential women in the city. She corresponded with many people, knew everyone of consequence, and entertained prominent people of various political persuasions. By 1860, her home was a well-known meeting place for Southern sympathizers.
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Rose Greenhow was a spy for the Confederacy during the Civil War. Reportedly, she continued her intelligence activities even after her capture in 1861. (Library of Congress)

With the beginning of the Civil War, Captain Thomas Jordan, a member of Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott’s staff who intended to join the Confederate Army, remained with Scott for about a month before resigning in order to study Union war plans and establish a Confederate spy ring, centered on Greenhow. By July 1861 Jordan had joined the Confederate Army, but not before providing Greenhow a cipher with which to encode messages. Greenhow furnished information on Union plans and troop movements and contributed substantially to the Confederate victory at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

In August 1861, members of the Union Secret Service arrested Greenhow and searched her home. She and her youngest daughter were made prisoners in their home. Other prisoners soon joined them there. Indignant articles about the imprisonment of women soon appeared in the press, some contributed by Greenhow herself.

Unable to keep Greenhow from continuing to send valuable information south, in January 1862 federal authorities moved Greenhow and her daughter to the Old Capitol Prison. Greenhow was brought before a makeshift tribunal in March, and on June 2, 1862, she pledged not to cross the Potomac River during the war without permission from the War Department and was sent south.

Greenhow arrived in Richmond, Virginia, two days later. To her delight, she met with President Jefferson Davis, who praised her for her role in the First Battle of Bull Run. Greenhow then decided to go to England to publish the diary she had kept during her imprisonment. She may also have hoped to gain support for the Confederacy.

Greenhow departed in a blockade-runner in August 1863 and subsequently published in England My Imprisonment and the First Year of Abolition Rule in Washington (1863). In the summer of 1864 after unsuccessful meetings with British and French officials, Greenhow decided to return home. She may also have carried dispatches for Confederate officials in Richmond. Greenhow sailed from Scotland in August 1864 in the blockade-runner Condor. In the early morning hours of October 1, 1864, the Condor ran aground while attempting to run the Union blockade into Wilmington, North Carolina. Evidently fearful that she might be imprisoned again, Greenhow demanded to be put ashore in a small boat. The boat capsized, and Greenhow drowned.
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Greer, Elkanah Brackin

Birth Date: October 11, 1825

Death Date: March 25, 1877

Confederate officer. Elkanah Brackin Greer was born on October 11, 1825, in Paris, Tennessee, but moved to Mississippi as a young man. He served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), distinguishing himself as a member of Jefferson Davis’s 1st Mississippi Rifles. Greer later moved to Marshall, Texas, where he became a successful businessman and planter. In 1859 Greer became the grand commander of the Knights of the Golden Circle, a clandestine proslavery society.

On July 1, 1861, Greer was commissioned a colonel of the 3rd Texas Cavalry. He participated in the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), when he led an assault against the Union right flank. Greer next saw significant combat at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), where he was seriously wounded. On October 8, 1862, he was advanced to brigadier general. Later that year he became chief of the Conscription Bureau in the Trans-Mississippi Department, where he worked diligently to reconcile Texas conscription regulations with those of the Confederacy.

In 1864 Greer also commanded reserve forces in the Trans-Mississippi theater in addition to his conscription duties. He saw no more combat and returned to Marshall, Texas, when the war ended. There he resumed his business and agricultural interests. Greer died on March 25, 1877, at DeVall’s Bluff, Arkansas.
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Gregg, David McMurtrie

Birth Date: April 10, 1833

Death Date: August 7, 1916

Union officer. David McMurtrie Gregg was born in Huntington, Pennsylvania, on April 10, 1833. After attending the University at Lewisburg (present-day Bucknell University), Gregg received an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, graduating 8th in the 34-man class of 1855. He served at various western posts until 1861, when he was promoted to first lieutenant and then to captain in the new 3rd Cavalry (which became the 6th Cavalry upon reorganization in August).

In January 1862 Gregg was commissioned colonel of the 8th Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry Regiment, which he led during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862). On November 29, 1862, Gregg was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and given command of a cavalry brigade. In February 1863 he received command of the Army of the Potomac’s 3rd Cavalry Division, which he led capably during the Chancellorsville Campaign (April–May 1863) and at the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9).

When the Cavalry Corps was reorganized in mid-June 1863, Gregg was transferred to command of its 2nd Division, which he led with distinction from June 1863 to February 1865. He commanded the cavalry that successfully engaged Confederate horsemen on the third day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Gregg continued to lead his command during the Richmond campaigns. During 1864, Gregg’s troopers fought in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864). Gregg participated in Major General Philip Sheridan’s raid on Richmond that resulted in the clash at Yellow Tavern (May 11) and in the Trevilian Station raid the following month, fighting a desperate rearguard action at Samaria Church on June 23. When Sheridan took most of the Cavalry Corps to the Shenandoah Valley in August, Gregg’s division stayed with the Army of the Potomac at Petersburg, where it saw much action and months of hard duty. That same month Gregg was brevetted major general of volunteers. Without notice or explanation, he abruptly resigned from both the regular and volunteer services on February 3, 1865.

Upon leaving the army, Gregg took up farming before briefly serving as the U.S. consul at Prague, an appointment he received in 1874. He then lived in Reading, Pennsylvania, taking part in local government and charity work and writing The Second Cavalry Division of the Army of the Potomac in the Gettysburg Campaign, which was published in 1907. Gregg died in Reading, Pennsylvania, on August 7, 1916.
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Gregg, John

Birth Date: September 28, 1828

Death Date: October 7, 1864

Confederate officer. John Gregg was born on September 28, 1828, in Lawrence County, Alabama. He graduated from LaGrange College in 1847. After studying law in Tuscumbia, Gregg moved to Fairfield, Texas, in 1852. From 1855 to 1860 he was a district judge. Gregg was a delegate to the state secession convention and then held a seat in the Provisional Confederate Congress until August 1861, at which time he returned to Texas and raised the 7th Texas Infantry Regiment. He was promptly elected its colonel.

Gregg’s first combat was during the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), where he and his regiment were taken prisoner. After his exchange, he was advanced to brigadier general on August 29, 1862. He next saw action at the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 27–29, 1862) and during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). At Raymond, Mississippi, on May 12, his brigade fought a Union corps for hours before giving way and joining the Confederate forces gathering at Jackson for the relief of Vicksburg. Gregg was then transferred to the Reserve Corps, Army of Tennessee, and fought at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where he was badly wounded.

After a lengthy convalescence, Gregg was placed in charge of Hood’s Texas Brigade, I Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, which he led during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12). The brigade saw extensive service during the early part of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), but Gregg was shot and killed on October 7, 1864, during the Battle of Darbytown and New Market Roads.
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Gregg, Maxcy

Birth Date: August 1, 1814

Death Date: December 15, 1862

Confederate officer. Maxcy Gregg was born in Columbia, South Carolina, on August 1, 1814. He practiced law as his chosen profession and cultivated interests in such diverse fields as philosophy, astronomy, botany, and ornithology. He served as a major during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) but saw no combat. An ardent supporter of states’ rights, Gregg in 1858 wrote a political pamphlet titled An Appeal to the State Rights Party of South Carolina. Selected as a delegate to the South Carolina Secession Convention, Gregg helped author the state’s secession ordinance in December 1860.

Upon South Carolina’s secession from the Union, Gregg helped recruit and organize the 1st South Carolina Volunteer Infantry Regiment and was commissioned its colonel. During the operations at Fort Sumter (April 12–14, 1861), he commanded the troops stationed on nearby Sullivan Island. On December 14, 1861, Gregg was promoted to brigadier general and given charge of the South Carolina Brigade in Major General Ambrose P. Hill’s Light Division, Army of Northern Virginia, at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862) during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862).

Gregg participated with his brigade in the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) and performed admirably at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). Present at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), he was slightly wounded.

At the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Major General George Gordon Meade’s Pennsylvania Division assaulted an open 600-yard gap in Lieutenant General Thomas Jackson’s line of artillery emplacements and came up against Gregg’s South Carolinians. Believing that the advancing troops were their own comrades, Gregg’s men were taken by surprise and quickly overwhelmed. During the ensuing melee, Gregg was shot through his spine. He died two days later, on December 15, 1862.
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Gregg, William

Birth Date: February 2, 1800

Death Date: September 13, 1867

Southern industrialist and textile manufacturer. William Gregg was born on February 2, 1800, in Carmichaels, Virginia, but went to live with an uncle in Georgia as a young boy. There Gregg helped establish a cotton mill. He also apprenticed as a watchmaker and silversmith. In 1824 he established his own jewelry and watchmaking business in Columbia, South Carolina, and in 1838 he became a partner in a jewelry store in Charleston.

Meanwhile, Gregg had become convinced that the South had to rid itself of its overreliance on staple crops such as cotton and diversify its agriculture and economy by growing multiple crops and establishing Southern-owned and -operated industries. He published numerous articles on these subjects while also urging that the South seek economic independence from the North. His views only hardened after touring Northern textile mills during the late 1830s and early 1840s.

In the early 1840s Gregg began planning a major cotton factory in South Carolina, which was eventually called the Graniteville Manufacturing Company. He oversaw every aspect of the enterprise, including construction, organization, and labor relations. Soon the company became a model for Southern textile concerns. Gregg insisted that the company use only Southern-grown or -manufactured products, and he made sure that his all-white labor force was well trained and reasonably well paid. He even pioneered the provisioning of social services for his employees, including education, credit cooperatives, and housing.

After a shaky start the Graniteville plant prospered, and Gregg became the mouthpiece for Southern industrialization. In 1856 he was elected to the South Carolina House of Representatives. By 1860, Gregg began arguing that the South had to place itself on a war footing. A secession advocate, he was a delegate to the South Carolina Secession Convention, and when war came in 1861, he vowed to keep his plant running, despite labor and supply shortages. Gregg made good on his promise and continued to urge the South to invest in more manufacturing.

After the war, Gregg toured the U.S. North and Europe to purchase new equipment. He fell ill and died on September 13, 1867, in South Carolina.
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Gresham, Walter Quintin

Birth Date: March 17, 1832

Death Date: May 28, 1895

Union officer. Walter Quintin Gresham was born in Harrison County, Indiana, on March 17, 1832. He attended Indiana University and was admitted to the bar in 1854. A Republican, he worked for Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860 and won a seat in the Indiana legislature that same year.

In the summer of 1861, Gresham recruited an infantry company and was elected its captain. By late summer he was a lieutenant colonel of the 38th Indiana Infantry Regiment, and by year’s end he was colonel of the 53rd Indiana. He served under Major General Ulysses S. Grant in the spring of 1862 and participated in the Union advance on Corinth, Mississippi. Gresham’s unit also saw service during the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862) and the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). That August, he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers and given command of the District of Natchez, where he remained until early 1864.

Gresham next saw action during the Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864). Commanding a brigade in XVII Corps, Army of the Tennessee, he joined Major General William T. Sherman’s army preparing for the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2). Taking command of the Fourth Division, XVII Corps, Gresham performed well during the campaign’s early battles and distinguished himself in the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain (June 27). On July 20 he was shot and critically wounded by a Confederate sharpshooter. This injury kept Gresham from future field commands, but he served on various boards. In March 1865 he was brevetted major general.

Leaving the army in 1866, Gresham returned to Indiana and established a successful law practice. In 1869 President Grant appointed him a federal district judge in Indiana. In 1883 President Chester Arthur appointed Gresham postmaster general. In recognition of his reform efforts in that office, Arthur made him secretary of the treasury the following year, but he served only a month before becoming a U.S. circuit judge in 1884.

Gresham sought but failed to win the Republican nomination for president in 1888. By 1890 he had left the Republican Party. He subsequently supported the presidential candidacy of Democrat Grover Cleveland, who appointed him secretary of state in 1893. Gresham achieved little of lasting importance in that office before dying in Washington, D.C., on May 28, 1895.
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Grier, Robert Cooper

Birth Date: March 5, 1794

Death Date: September 25, 1870

U.S. Supreme Court justice (1846–1870). Robert Cooper Grier was born on March 5, 1794, in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania. He graduated from Dickinson College in 1812. After teaching for a year at Dickinson, he returned to Northumberland to work with his father. In 1815 Grier became the principal of a local academy. In 1817 he was admitted to the bar and established a practice at Danville.

A staunch Jacksonian Democrat, Grier soon came to the attention of Pennsylvania politicians, and in 1833 he received a patronage appointment as judge of the district court of Allegheny County. He held the office for the next 13 years and established a reputation as a thorough and knowledgeable jurist. In August 1846 Grier was named to the U.S. Supreme Court and was quickly confirmed, largely because he was unknown and had no political enemies.

As a justice, Grier was concerned first with the relationship between state powers and federal commerce powers. He tried hard—and with much success—to balance state and federal prerogatives. On the issue of slavery, Grier generally sided with the Southern justices. His enemies accused him of being a “doughface,” a Northerner with Southern attitudes. In Moore v. People of Illinois (1852), Grier wrote for the majority when he upheld an Illinois fugitive slave law over the objection that the subject was the exclusive jurisdiction of the federal government. He wrote that states had the authority to “repel from their soil a population likely to become burdensome and injurious, either as paupers or criminals.” In the notable Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) decision, Grier sided with the majority in finding that as a slave, Scott could not bring suit.

During the Civil War, Grier was a strong Unionist. In the Prize Cases (1863), he supported President Lincoln’s power to impose a blockade on the South without a congressional war declaration. In United States v. William Smith (1861), Grier instructed the jury that the Confederate government had no legal standing. He did question the constitutionality of the income tax and the use of paper money as legal tender, however.

After the war, Grier opposed radical Reconstruction. He joined the Supreme Court in rejecting the power of military tribunals to convict civilians in an area with functioning civilian courts in Ex Parte Milligan (1867). When the Court voted to delay for a year whether to consider the constitutionality of Reconstruction acts in Ex Parte McCardle (1869), Grier strongly dissented. In Texas v. White (1869), however, he seemed to reverse himself and found that Texas had committed suicide as a state and that its fate was to be determined by Congress.

Grier’s physical and mental health rapidly deteriorated beginning in 1867, and a committee of justices approached him and convinced him that he could no longer serve. He resigned on January 31, 1870, and moved to Philadelphia, where he died on September 25, 1870.
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Grierson, Benjamin Henry

Birth Date: July 8, 1826

Death Date: August 31, 1911

Union officer. Born on July 8, 1826, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Benjamin Henry Grierson moved with his family to Ohio and then Illinois. His first career was as a musician, including a stint as bugler for a militia company, and a music teacher. He gave this up in 1854 and tried his hand at business. He also became active in politics, at first with the Know-Nothing Party and then with the new Republican Party because of his opposition to slavery. Meanwhile, his business venture failed in 1859.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Grierson served as a volunteer aide-de-camp for Brigadier General Benjamin Prentiss before becoming a major in the 6th Illinois Cavalry in April 1862. Taking part in numerous engagements in northern Mississippi and western Tennessee, Grierson received command of a brigade in December, mainly because of his aggressive pursuit of a Confederate force that had raided the Union supply depot in Holly Springs, Mississippi, on December 20, 1862.

In April 1863 Grierson gained attention when he led his brigade of 1,700 men on a 16-day cavalry raid to divert attention from Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s campaign against Vicksburg. Grierson’s Raid began at LaGrange, Tennessee, on April 17. When he reached Baton Rouge on May 2, he had covered more than 600 miles in only 16 days. For a loss of 27 of his own men, he inflicted some 600 casualties on the Confederates (an estimated 100 killed or wounded and 500 captured and later paroled), captured 1,000 horses and mules, destroyed 50 miles of rail track and telegraph lines, and took 3,000 stands of small arms. This action won Grierson appointment as brigadier general of volunteers on June 3, 1863.

Grierson fought in the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads (June 10, 1864), withdrawing only after his men ran out of ammunition, and at the Battle of Tupelo (July 14–15, 1864). He then led raids into Mississippi and against Mobile, Alabama, ending the war as a brevet major general. Grierson subsequently received promotion to major general of volunteers before mustering out in April 1866. In 1867 he received regular army brevets to brigadier and major general for his 1863 raid.

After the war Grierson accepted appointment as a colonel of the 10th Cavalry, one of two regular army mounted regiments established for African American soldiers. He commanded many important posts in the West and participated in numerous actions against Native Americans, most notably the Apaches. In 1888 Grierson took command of the Department of Arizona. One of the longest-tenured colonels in the army, he finally earned promotion to brigadier general in April 1890. He retired three months later. Grierson died on August 31, 1911, in Omena, Michigan.
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In April 1863, Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson led a 1,700-man Union cavalry brigade on a 16-day highly successful raid from southern Tennessee, through Mississippi, then on to Union-held Baton Rouge, Louisiana, diverting Confederate attention from Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s campaign against Vicksburg. (Library of Congress)
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Grierson’s Raid

Start Date: April 17, 1863

End Date: May 2, 1863

Important Union cavalry raid. Union major general Ulysses S. Grant arranged for two cavalry raids to divert the attention of Confederate lieutenant general John C. Pemberton at Vicksburg from Grant’s movement south from Milliken’s Bend, Louisiana. One raid, under Colonel Abel D. Streight from Tuscumbia (April 26–May 3), was defeated by Confederate brigadier general Nathan B. Forrest but in occupying Forrest helped ensure the success of the second raid, under Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson.

On April 17, 1863, Grierson led 1,700 cavalrymen, consisting of the 6th and 7th Illinois and 2nd Iowa Cavalry Regiments, from LaGrange in southern Tennessee through the heart of Mississippi. The raiders tore up track, destroyed rolling stock, and burned stores. General Pemberton at Vicksburg dispersed his men, casting a wide net for the raiders, but Grierson’s men slipped through it and entered Union lines at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on May 2, 1863. In all the raiders rode more than 600 miles in only 16 days. Union casualties totaled just 27, while Grierson inflicted some 600 casualties on the Confederates (some 500 of whom were captured and paroled). He also captured 1,000 horses and mules, destroyed 50 miles of track and telegraph lines as well as bridges and stores, and took 3,000 stands of small arms.

Grierson’s men not only disrupted Confederate communications but, more important, also diverted Pemberton’s attention from Grant’s move south. Pemberton deployed an entire division to defend the Vicksburg & Jackson Railroad, and it was thus not available to stop Grant’s landing on the east bank of the Mississippi below Vicksburg.
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Griffin, Charles

Birth Date: December 18, 1825

Death Date: September 15, 1867

Union officer. Charles Griffin was born on December 18, 1825, in Granville, Ohio. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1847 and was commissioned in the artillery. He served in Mexico and spent a number of years stationed in the Southwest, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1849.

In 1860 Griffin became an instructor at West Point, and following the start of the Civil War he was promoted to captain and assembled a field artillery unit that saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where his performance earned him a brevet to major shortly thereafter. He also participated in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), where his performance again received notice. On June 9, 1862, he was advanced to brigadier general and given command of an infantry brigade in V Corps, Army of the Potomac.

Griffin was not meaningfully engaged at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862); thereafter he was given a divisional command. He was on hand for the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He arrived too late at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) to be involved in much action, but he later saw combat during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). Thereafter he led a division during many of the battles of the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). During the decisive Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865), Griffin assumed command of V Corps when Major General Gouverneur Warren was relieved. Griffin then delivered a devastating attack that crumbled the Confederate line. He was promoted to major general of volunteers the following day. After stellar service in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), he was chosen to be one of three Union commissioners to handle the Confederate surrender.

An excellent commander who was highly regarded by his men, Griffin possessed a sharp tongue and a penchant for criticism that sometimes alienated him from his superiors. Before the war ended, he was brevetted major general in the regular army. Griffin mustered out of the volunteers in January 1866.

Griffin resumed his regular army career as colonel of the 35th Infantry. Assigned to command the District of Texas, where he energetically enforced Reconstruction policies and caused some controversy, Griffin contracted yellow fever and died in Galveston, Texas, on September 15, 1867.
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Griffin, Simon Goodell

Birth Date: August 9, 1824

Death Date: January 14, 1902

Union officer. Born in Nelson in Cheshire County, New Hampshire, on August 9, 1824, Simon Goodell Griffin was a teacher for several years and then sat in the New Hampshire legislature. He subsequently studied law, was admitted to the bar in 1860, and began a practice in Concord.

In June 1861 Griffin was commissioned a captain in the 2nd New Hampshire Regiment. He took part in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Appointed lieutenant colonel of the 6th New Hampshire on November 28, he took part in the Union expedition to and capture of Roanoke Island, North Carolina (February 7–8, 1862), the Battle of Elizabeth City (February 10, 1862), and the Battle of South Mills (April 19, 1862), also known as the Battle of Camden. On April 22 he took command of the 6th New Hampshire when he was promoted to colonel.

Assigned to IX Corps, Army of the Potomac, Griffin fought with his regiment in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of Chantilly (September 1), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17). At Antietam, his regiment and the 2nd Maryland charged and captured the stone bridge in desperate fighting. His regiment suffered heavy casualties, losing one-third of its number, in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

On May 20, 1863, Griffin assumed command of the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, in Major General John G. Parke’s IX Corps, which took part in operations in the western theater against Vicksburg that resulted in its capture in July 1863. He then served under Major General William T. Sherman in the latter’s Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864). In the spring of 1864 Griffin returned to the eastern theater in command of the 2nd Brigade in the 2nd Division, commanding it in the Battles of the Wilderness (May 5–7), Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), and Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12). He was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on May 12, 1864, on the recommendation of Union Army commander in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant.

Griffin took part in the numerous operations that constituted the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). For his gallant conduct in ending the siege, Griffin was brevetted major general of volunteers, making him the highest-ranking volunteer officer from New Hampshire during the war. He commanded a division in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865) that led to the surrender of Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia.

Declining a regular army commission, Griffin mustered out of the army on August 24, 1865. He settled in Keene, New Hampshire, where he engaged in manufacturing. He served in the state legislature, including two terms as its Speaker, and coauthored several local histories of New Hampshire. Griffin died in Keene on January 14, 1902.
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Griffing, Josephine Sophia White

Birth Date: December 18, 1814

Death Date: February 18, 1872

First woman employed by the Freedmen’s Bureau after the Civil War. Born in Hebron, Connecticut, on December 18, 1814, Josephine Sophia White married Charles Stockman Spooner Griffing in 1835. The Griffing family moved to Litchfield, Ohio, in 1842. A friend, Abby Kelley Foster, convinced Josephine Griffing of the merits of actively supporting abolitionism in 1846, and Griffing joined the Western Anti-Slavery Society.

The Griffing home later became a station on the Underground Railroad, while Griffing became an antislavery lecturer touring Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan. She wrote several antislavery and women’s rights articles for the Anti-Slavery Bugle, the official newspaper of the Western Anti-Slavery Society. During the Civil War, Griffing acted as the western representative of the Woman’s National Loyal League, an organization established by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony to encourage the Abraham Lincoln administration to abolish slavery. In 1864 Griffing left her husband in Ohio and moved with her three daughters to Washington, D.C., to work for the National Freedmen’s Relief Association to help former slaves.

From June to November 1865, Griffing was employed by the Freedmen’s Bureau as the assistant to the assistant commissioner for the District of Columbia. Believing that the new agency had the potential to link freedman’s relief with women’s political power, Griffing actively sought to promote the Freedmen’s Bureau and the plight of the former slaves. After her appointment was revoked by the Freedmen’s Bureau officials because of her activism, Griffing continued to help hundreds of former slaves find jobs and places to live in the North.

Although eventually rehired by the Freedmen’s Bureau as an employment agent, Griffing was critical of the Freedmen’s Bureau officials who argued for a political rather than an economic approach to Reconstruction. Unlike Griffing, most reformers argued that former slaves should be independent of government support and that the Freedmen’s Bureau should have a limited life span. In 1869 Griffing joined the National Woman Suffrage Association and became the group’s first corresponding secretary. She died in Washington, D.C., on February 18, 1872.
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Griffith, Richard

Birth Date: January 11, 1814

Death Date: June 29, 1862

Confederate officer. Richard Griffith was born on January 11, 1814, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He graduated from Ohio University in 1837 and moved to Vicksburg, Mississippi, where he taught school before participating in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). During that conflict, he served under Colonel Jefferson Davis in the 1st Mississippi Rifles. Upon Griffith’s return to Mississippi, he relocated to Jackson, where he worked as a U.S. marshal and a banker. He also served as the state treasurer for two terms and was a member of the militia, holding the rank of brigadier general by 1861.

In May 1861 Griffith became colonel of the 12th Mississippi Infantry Regiment; on November 12, 1861, he secured a brigadier general’s commission from his close friend Jefferson Davis. Griffith served under Major General John B. Magruder, seeing action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Griffith was mortally wounded in action at the Battle of Savage’s Station on June 29, 1862.
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Grimes, Bryan

Birth Date: November 2, 1828

Death Date: August 14, 1880

Confederate officer. Bryan Grimes was born on November 2, 1828, in Pitt County, North Carolina. He graduated from the University of North Carolina in 1848. Grimes eventually became a planter and, as an adherent of secession, was a delegate to the state’s May 1861 secession convention. Later that month he became a major of the 4th North Carolina Infantry, which was dispatched to Virginia. Promoted to lieutenant colonel in May 1862 and to colonel in June, he fought at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and the Battle of Mechanicsville (June 26) and during most other engagements of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). For the balance of the war, he was associated with II Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia.

In spite of a painful injury, Grimes served during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862). He was in temporary command of a brigade at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and commanded his regiment ably at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He also performed skillfully at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). During the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Grimes was conspicuous at the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), during which he took temporary charge of a brigade. On May 19 he was advanced to brigadier general upon General Robert E. Lee’s personal recommendation.

Grimes then led a brigade during Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865), assuming command of a division during the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864). Advanced to major general on February 15, 1865, Grimes saw action at the Battle of Fort Stedman (March 25, 1865) and during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865).

After the war, Grimes returned to his North Carolina plantation. On August 14, 1880, he was gunned down and killed in Pitt County, North Carolina, the result of a dispute with local residents whom Grimes tried to have expelled as undesirables.
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Grimké, Sarah Moore

Birth Date: November 26, 1792

Death Date: December 23, 1873

Southern-born abolitionist and pioneer of the women’s rights movement in the United States. Sarah Moore Grimké was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on November 26, 1792, to a slave-owning family headed by John Faucheraud Grimké, a justice on the South Carolina Supreme Court, and Mary Smith Grimké. Sarah was educated at home by her father but was prohibited from pursuing any sort of formal education. In defiance of South Carolina law, Sarah, who believed that slaves should not have to learn the Bible secondhand, taught her personal slave to read. Angelina, her sister, was born when Sarah was 12 years old, and Sarah was named Angelina’s godmother.
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Sarah Grimké and her younger sister Angelina are noteworthy as the first prominent female abolitionists. After leaving their slaveholding South Carolina family and moving to Philadelphia they became outspoken advocates for both abolition and women’s rights. During the Civil War, they sought to mobilize women in support of the Union cause. (National Archives)

In 1818 John Grimké became ill, and Sarah accompanied him to Pennsylvania for medical treatment. There she became involved with the Society of Friends (Quakers). She was drawn to the church for its fervent antislavery stance as well as its inclusion of women in church leadership. She eventually returned to Charleston but found it and the presence of slavery unbearable, so she moved to Pennsylvania, at which point she formally joined the Quaker church. Grimké began studying to become a member of the clergy, but Quaker leaders discouraged her, and she abandoned her course of study.

Disillusioned with Quaker elders, Sarah and Angelina increasingly became involved in antislavery circles. In 1836 Sarah and her sister moved to Rhode Island to a community of more strident activists. There Sarah wrote and published An Epistle to the Clergy of the Southern States (1836), which compelled both Northerners and Southerners to respond to the issue of slavery. In 1837 the Grimké sisters embarked on a 67-city lecture tour, which drew the ire of both abolitionists and proslavery critics who agreed that a woman’s place was in the home.

Responding to the outcry over their public speaking, Sarah wrote Equality of the Sexes (1837), which explicitly linked slavery and women’s rights. Both Grimké sisters retired from public life in the late 1830s but continued to write as abolitionists and feminists, and in 1839 they edited a collection of Southern newspaper stories titled American Slavery as It Is: Testimony of a Thousand Witnesses. During the Civil War, both sisters wrote articles and essays supporting the Union cause, most famously in 1863 “An Appeal to the Women of the Republic,” which rallied women to support the Union war effort.

In 1870 Sarah Grimké, along with more than 40 other women, marched to a polling station and attempted to vote in a local election, claiming that women were entitled to vote under the Fourteenth Amendment. They were prohibited from doing so. After a period of failing health, Grimké died in Massachusetts on December 23, 1873.
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Grimké Weld, Angelina Emily

Birth Date: February 20, 1805

Death Date: October 26, 1879

Southern-born abolitionist, pioneer in the women’s rights movement, and younger sister of Sarah Moore Grimké. Angelina Emily Grimké was born to a slaveholding family in Charleston, South Carolina, on February 20, 1805, the 14th child of John Faucheraud Grimké, a justice on the South Carolina Supreme Court, and Mary Smith Grimké. Angelina’s primary caregiver was her sister and godmother Sarah, 12 years her senior. Sarah instilled in Angelina many of the same antislavery ideas that she herself espoused.

In 1829 Angelina moved to Philadelphia with Sarah and became involved with the Society of Friends (Quakers). Moved by increasing antislavery sentiment, in 1836 Angelina wrote a letter to abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison’s newspaper, the Liberator, which he reprinted. The letter’s publication led to Angelina’s rebuke by Quaker elders, and thereafter the two Grimké sisters associated themselves with more radical abolitionists. Later that year, Angelina published “Appeal to the Christian Women of the South,” which encouraged white women to join the abolitionist movement. The essay linked the practice of slavery to the destruction of marriage, as white men took sexual liberties with female slaves.

In 1837 the Grimké sisters embarked on a 67-city lecture tour, which drew the ire of both abolitionists and proslavery critics, who agreed that a woman’s place was in the home. When Catharine Beecher, another pioneer for women’s rights, rebuked the sisters for speaking publicly on the issue of abolition, Angelina Grimké responded and published the letters under the title Letters to Catharine Beecher. Angelina continued her outspoken resistance and in 1837 was invited to address the Massachusetts state legislature, the first woman to do so.

In 1838 Angelina Grimké married abolitionist and suffragist Theodore Dwight Weld. Although they planned for Angelina to continue as an activist, the demands of motherhood—she bore three children—and domestic duties resulted in a withdrawal from public life, although Angelina continued to write in support of abolition. In 1839 she edited, with her sister, a collection of southern newspaper stories titled American Slavery as It Is: Testimony of a Thousand Witnesses. During the Civil War, both sisters continued to write articles and essays supporting the Union, most famously in 1863 “An Appeal to the Women of the Republic,” which rallied women to support the Union war effort.

In 1870 Angelina Grimké Weld, along with more than 40 other women, marched to a polling place and attempted to vote in a local election, claiming that women were entitled to vote under the Fourteenth Amendment. They were prohibited from doing so. Angelina suffered ill health after Sarah’s death in 1873 and died in Boston, Massachusetts, on October 26, 1879.
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Grinnell, Josiah Bushnell

Birth Date: December 22, 1821

Death Date: March 31, 1891

Abolitionist and U.S. congressman (1863–1867). Josiah Bushnell Grinnell was born on December 22, 1821, in New Haven, Vermont. He graduated from the Auburn Theological Seminary in 1847 and became a Congregational minister in New York. In 1851 Grinnell organized a Congregational church in Washington, D.C., but poor health and his unpopular views on slavery caused him to resign and assume charge of the Union Congregational Church in New York City.

In March 1854, Grinnell and a group of other easterners settled on 5,000 acres of land in central Iowa to create a Christian community named Grinnell, dedicated to abolitionism and temperance. Grinnell was instrumental in relocating Iowa College from Davenport to the new town; it officially became Grinnell College in 1909. Grinnell also became involved in state and national politics. In 1856 he helped organize the Republican Party in Iowa and was elected to the state senate in 1856 and 1858 on the free soil, free education, and temperance platforms. Also, Grinnell studied law and was admitted to the Iowa bar in 1858.

In March 1859, Grinnell provided shelter to radical abolitionist John Brown and his party for several days after Brown’s antislavery raids in Kansas and Missouri. Grinnell was a delegate to the 1860 Republican National Convention, where he supported Abraham Lincoln. In 1862 Grinnell won a seat in the Thirty-eighth Congress from Iowa’s Fifth District and was reelected in 1864. Grinnell lost the nomination for a third term in 1866 and returned home to his law practice in 1867.

Grinnell failed to capture the Republican nomination for governor in 1867 and U.S. senator in 1869. In 1880 he became mayor of the town he founded. Founder and first president of the State Horticultural Association and Iowa State Breeders’ Association, he was also president of the American Agricultural Association. Grinnell died in Grinnell, Iowa, on March 31, 1891.
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Griswold & Gunnison

Confederate arms manufacturer established in 1862. Samuel Griswold was born in 1790 in Windsor, Connecticut. In 1835 he purchased 5,000 acres of land in Jones County, Georgia, 10 miles south of Macon. There he built on his land a town that included a church, a post office, a general store, a soap and candle factory, and a cotton gin. He also constructed houses for the employees who worked in his factories. Appropriately, he named the town Griswoldville.

Arvin W. Gunnison was born in 1824. A gun maker by trade, he worked out of New Orleans until that city was captured by Union forces in 1862. Gunnison then relocated to Griswoldville, where he met Griswold, and the two men soon formed a partnership. Griswold converted his cotton gin factory to produce revolvers. The Confederate government had offered interest-free loans and appealing contracts to encourage businesses to make firearms, and the new firm of Griswold & Gunnison took advantage of the opportunity.

The two men decided to produce copies of the Model 1851 Colt navy revolver. Owing to the shortage of steel in the Confederacy, the frames and trigger guards of the revolvers were made of brass, and the barrels and cylinders were made of twisted iron. The resulting weapons were not quite up to the standards of Samuel Colt’s manufacture, but they were still of good quality and were considered both reliable and accurate. The Confederate government approved initial submissions from Griswold & Gunnison and placed a contract to buy all the revolvers the company could produce at $40 each. Production began in 1862.

The pistol factory employed approximately 20 African American workers who were paid wages for their labors. The shortage of both raw materials and skilled labor kept the Griswold & Gunnison revolvers from being produced in any great quantities, but the factory did manage to deliver between 3,600 and 3,700 finished weapons to the Confederate government. Production came to a halt on November 22, 1864, when Griswoldville was attacked by a portion of Major General William T. Sherman’s army during its March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). Members of Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick’s cavalry division burned all the factories in the town to the ground, including the Griswold & Gunnison revolver facility.
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Griswoldville, Battle of

Event Date: November 22, 1864

The only significant engagement fought during Union major general William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). The Battle of Griswoldville occurred in central Georgia, not far from Macon. Confederate forces were led by Georgia Militia brigadier general Pleasant J. Philips, who commanded three militia brigades, two regiments designated the Georgia State Line, and two local defense regiments, for a total of about 4,500 men. Union troops were commanded by Brigadier General Charles C. Walcutt and consisted of one brigade totaling 1,500 men from the Army of the Tennessee on the right wing of Sherman’s army, advancing on Macon.

On November 22, 1864, Philips’s troops were posted west of Griswoldville, while Walcutt’s forces were east of the town. After some cavalry skirmishes that morning, Philips ordered a general advance against the Union troops. Following Confederate artillery fire, the infantry advanced in three lines at about 2:30 p.m. As the Confederates moved across a field, Union troops opened fire and decimated the first line of Confederate infantrymen. The three lines of Confederates then converged in a gully and maintained fire at the Union line for more than two hours. Walcutt was wounded in the leg by shrapnel at about 3:30 p.m. and was replaced by Colonel R. F. Catterson of the 97th Indiana.

Philips exercised little or no control over the battle at this point as his men continued to fire from the forward gully. The Confederates attempted several assaults from the gully, but all were beaten back by Union fire. The battle ended at dusk, when both sides withdrew. Union forces suffered 92 men killed or wounded; the Confederates lost more than 600.
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Grose, William

Birth Date: December 16, 1812

Death Date: July 30, 1900

Union officer. William Grose was born near Dayton, Ohio, on December 16, 1812. He moved with his family first to Fayette County and then to Henry County, both in Indiana. Grose worked as a farm laborer but at the same time studied law. Admitted to the bar, he opened a practice in New Castle, Indiana.

Grose ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. Congress as a Democrat in 1852. In 1856 he was a delegate to the first Republican National Convention. A few months after being elected judge of common pleas and with the Civil War fully joined, Grose was commissioned colonel of the 36th Indiana Infantry on October 23, 1861. His unit was the only regiment of Major General Don Carlos Buell’s Army of the Ohio to take part in the first day’s fighting during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862).

Given command of a brigade in the Army of the Ohio (which became the Army of the Cumberland in October 1862), Grose took part in the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 16, 1862); the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where he was wounded in the neck and the left shoulder; the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863); and the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). He was appointed brigadier general of volunteers to date from July 30, 1864. After the fall of Atlanta, Grose took part in the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). He was brevetted major general of volunteers on August 13, 1865.

Grose resigned his commission on January 31, 1866. He was then collector of internal revenue from 1866 to 1874. In 1887 he was elected to the Indiana Senate. In 1891 he published a history of the 36th Indiana. Grose died in New Castle, Indiana, on July 30, 1900.
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Grover, Cuvier

Birth Date: July 29, 1828

Death Date: June 6, 1885

Union officer. Born in Bethel, Maine, on July 29, 1828, Cuvier Grover graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1850. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Artillery, in 1855 he transferred as a first lieutenant to the 10th Infantry. He was promoted to captain in 1858. Grover participated in the Utah Expedition (1857–1858) and was on duty in New Mexico at the outbreak of the Civil War.

After an extended leave, on April 14, 1862, Grover was appointed brigadier general of volunteers. He commanded an infantry brigade in the Army of the Potomac during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1). Attached to Major General John Pope’s Army of Virginia, Grover led his brigade and briefly a division during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30). After duty in the Washington defenses, in December 1862 Grover was transferred to the Department of the Gulf.

For the next year and a half, Grover commanded a division in XIX Corps, Army of the Gulf, participating in operations against Port Hudson (March 14–July 8, 1863) and in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). In July 1864, XIX Corps was transferred to the eastern theater. Attached to Major General Philip Sheridan’s command in the Shenandoah Valley, Grover’s division took part in fighting at Winchester (September 19), Fisher’s Hill (September 22), and Cedar Creek (October 19). The division was subsequently transferred to the Department of the South, and in February 1865 Grover assumed command of the District of Savannah, which he held until the end of the war.

Promoted to major in the regulars in August 1863 and brevetted through major general in both regular and volunteer organizations, Grover mustered out of the volunteers in August 1865. In the postwar period, he served as lieutenant colonel of the 38th (later 24th) Infantry Regiment and the 3rd Cavalry Regiment before becoming colonel of the 1st Cavalry in 1875. Grover died in Atlantic City, New Jersey, on June 6, 1885.
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Groveton, Battle of

Event Date: August 28, 1862

Engagement during the Second Battle of Bull Run Campaign (August 9–September 1, 1862). General Robert E. Lee, commanding the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, had dispatched Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson and his II Corps to get in behind the Union Army of Virginia under Major General John Pope. After ransacking and destroying the Union depot at Manassas Junction on August 27, Jackson’s command relocated to a position north of the Warrenton Turnpike to await the rest of Lee’s army. Meanwhile, Union forces searched for the Confederates. On the afternoon of August 28, Union Army brigadier Rufus King’s division was marching east along the Warrenton Turnpike parallel to Jackson’s corps but unaware of its presence.

Jackson’s men opened artillery fire on the Union troops at approximately 6:00 p.m., and Jackson then sent forward six infantry brigades (about 6,000 troops), with the famed Stonewall Brigade in the lead. The Stonewall Brigade soon encountered the Black Hat Brigade commanded by Brigadier General John Gibbon, and the two sides opened small arms fire. With King incapacitated by a seizure, only two regiments from the rest of the division came up in support of Gibbon, raising the total of Union troops to about 2,500. On the Confederate side, other brigades were slow to engage, and Jackson did not send forward any additional forces, although they were present.

The battle lasted for about two hours, until nightfall. The engagement consisted primarily of a firefight at a range of about 100 yards, with few attempts at maneuver and only wooden rail fences for cover. After several Confederate assaults were thrown back, Jackson attempted to outflank Gibbon’s position, but this too was countered by Union forces. After the fighting ended, Gibbon withdrew to the turnpike.

The number of casualties was high for the size of the forces engaged. Each side lost about 1,200 men, and 2 Confederate division commanders—Brigadier General William Taliaferro and Major General Richard S. Ewell—were severely wounded, with Ewell losing a leg. The battle alerted the Union army to Jackson’s location, bringing on the Second Battle of Bull Run.
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Grow, Galusha Aaron

Birth Date: August 31, 1822

Death Date: March 31, 1907

U.S. congressman and Speaker of the House (1861–1863). Born in Ashford (now Eastford), Connecticut, on August 31, 1822, Galusha Aaron Grow graduated from Amherst College in 1844 and was admitted to the bar in Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania, in 1847. He then established a practice in Towanda. In 1850 as a compromise candidate, Grow agreed to help avoid a Democratic Party split by running for Congress as a Democrat, taking the place of his law partner, David Wilmot. Grow won the election and took office in 1851. In 1854 he joined the newly created Republican Party and was reelected to Congress, serving until 1863. On July 4, 1861, Grow was elected Speaker of the House.

Grow led the drive for a homestead law to distribute western lands to settlers at minimal cost. While serving as Speaker, he took advantage of the absence of Southern legislators to secure passage of the Homestead Act, which was signed into law on May 20, 1862. In other areas, Grow supported the Lincoln administration’s war program.

Gerrymandered out of office by the Democratic-controlled Pennsylvania legislature in the election of 1862, Grow returned to his law practice and developed successful financial interests in the oil, coal, and lumber industries. From 1871 to 1875, he was president of the International & Great Northern Railroad of Texas.

Grow remained active in Pennsylvania politics, but his efforts to return to Congress were stymied until he finally managed to win election in 1894. Primarily concerned with legislation affecting education and western lands, he served in the House until 1903 and retired to Glenwood, Pennsylvania, where he died on March 31, 1907.
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Guerrilla Warfare

Unconventional warfare that usually involves small groups of irregular combatants employing highly mobile tactics to fight larger conventional armies. Guerrilla warfare has also been used to terrorize, intimidate, and harass civilian populations. Guerrilla fighters often originate from within the local population, from which they draw support and shelter. Irregular warfare in the Civil War was especially common in the hinterlands of the border states—Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, and northwestern Virginia (West Virginia)—and was often marked by savage, no-holds-barred, neighbor-against-neighbor fighting.

Guerrilla warfare in the border areas frequently sprang from local conflicts—often involving slavery or Union versus anti-Union sentiment—and sometimes involved class differences. These issues predated the war’s outbreak. Such clashes spawned local self-defense groups that evolved into loosely organized partisan bands that sought to protect their own communities while terrorizing those of their opponents. The most infamous of the pro-Confederate guerrilla bands (known as bushwhackers) operated along the Kansas-Missouri border and were led by William Clark Quantrill and William (“Bloody Bill”) Anderson. Other notorious partisan bands, led by Thomas Steele and Champ Ferguson, operated in Arkansas and the Kentucky–Tennessee–western Virginia areas, respectively. Federal militias, often consisting of local Unionists, were also organized for the same purposes and often exceeded their Confederate counterparts in the atrocities they committed. Most notable among these were the Redlegs, raised by the abolitionist U.S. senator from Kansas James K. Lane, and the Jayhawkers, raised by Lane’s ally, Charles Jennison. Dozens of these local bands terrorized the border regions, bringing total war that lasted until the end of the Civil War and often beyond.

The activities of the Confederate guerrillas put the Confederate leadership, both at Richmond and on the state level, in a quandary. On the one hand, they were effective in disrupting Union communication and supply lines and in tying down thousands of Union troops. On the other hand, the individualistic nature of the Confederate guerrilla bands, the difficulty in controlling them, and their capacity for uncontrolled violence against civilians proved a constant source of embarrassment to the Confederate government. Confederate partisans often resorted to outlawry that indiscriminately victimized any civilians they encountered. Atrocities against Unionists threatened to create a backlash that could hurt the Confederacy politically. As the war went on, guerrilla bands became refuges for deserters and individuals wishing to avoid conscription. In 1864, criminal activity among supposedly pro-Confederate guerrillas in Arkansas, for example, became so widespread that Confederate authorities ordered a brigade of regular cavalry under Colonel Joseph Shelby to hunt them down.

In early 1862 the Confederate Congress sought to resolve the problem by passing the Partisan Ranger Act, which sought to limit and control the guerrillas by giving President Jefferson Davis sole authority to authorize guerrilla units and commission their commanders. Unfortunately, the legislation was vaguely worded and caused more problems than it solved. The Confederate Army preferred to raise and use raider units—such as those commanded by Nathan Bedford Forrest, John Hunt Morgan, and John Singleton Mosby—that were created as part of the Confederate Army and directly supported the Confederate armies in the field.

Perhaps the worst example of guerrilla violence occurred on August 21, 1863, when a large band, led by Quantrill, attacked the Unionist town of Lawrence, Kansas, indiscriminately killing 148 military-age males, both black and white, and burning most of the town to the ground. Quantrill’s defenders, both at the time and since, claimed that the raid was a reprisal for atrocities committed against pro-Confederate civilians in Missouri. Quantrill’s band targeted Senator James K. Lane, who barely escaped, along with a number of Redlegs and Jayhawkers believed to be in Lawrence at the time. Nevertheless, the raid was a great embarrassment to the Confederate leadership in Richmond and led to major reprisals against the pro-Southern communities in western Missouri.

The Union’s response to such guerrilla activities was uniformly harsh. Antiguerrilla operations were brutal and aimed at punishing communities for the actions of guerrillas, who may or may not have been members of those communities. The cycle usually began with an upsurge of guerrilla activity in a given area followed by a punitive operation by Union units resulting in the burning of homes, farms, and even small towns.
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Depiction of Confederate guerrillas under Colonel John Singleton Mosby (known as the “Gray Ghost”) attacking a Union wagon train, from an issue of Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Almanac. (Archive Photos/Getty Images)

The best example of such a Union response was General Order No. 11, issued by the U.S. Army District of the Border in Kansas City on August 25, 1863, in response to the Lawrence Raid. The order forced all residents in Clay, Bates, and Jackson Counties in western Missouri out of their homes and resulted in massive destruction of homes and crops in those areas.

Guerrilla warfare in the border states left a legacy of violence that continued into the postwar years. Many Missourians who had been bushwhackers—most notably Jesse and Frank James and Cole Younger—continued as outlaws who justified their postwar crimes as a continuation of the war. Wartime partisan violence was echoed in the South with the rise of the Ku Klux Klan and white supremacist terror against African Americans and Radical Reconstruction Republicans.
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Gulf, Confederate District of the

Confederate military administrative unit formally established on July 2, 1862. The district initially encompassed an area east of the Pearl River (in Mississippi) to Florida’s Apalachicola River, then north to the 32nd Parallel. Brigadier General John H. Forney was the first commander. On November 3, the district’s jurisdiction was expanded north to the 33rd Parallel, which incorporated Montgomery, Alabama. Forney was succeeded by Brigadier General William W. Mackall on December 14; on December 23, 1862, Mackall was replaced by Major General Simon B. Buckner. Major General Dabney H. Maury became commander in May 1863. On May 9, 1864, the district, which by then had become a department, was dissolved after it was subsumed by the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Forney, John Horace; Mackall, William Whann; Maury, Dabney Herndon

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

_______________________

Gulf, Union Department and Army of the

Federal administrative unit and army activated on February 23, 1862. The Union Army of the Gulf, headquartered in New Orleans, was the armed force of the Union Department of the Gulf, which encompassed the entire Gulf Coast west of Pensacola, Florida. In May 1864 the department became part of the Military Division of West Mississippi. The army’s principal component was XIX Corps. At different times, all or part of XIII, XVI, and XVII Corps were also attached to the command. The army saw combat in the Siege of Port Hudson (May 21–July 9, 1863) in Louisiana and minor campaigning on the Texas coast during the autumn of 1863 and the early winter of 1864. The army then took part in Major General Nathaniel P. Banks’s ill-fated Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) and in the land operations against Mobile (1864–1865) under Major General E. R. S. Canby that resulted in that city’s fall on April 12, 1865.

Commanders of the Army of the Gulf included Major Generals Benjamin Butler (March 20–December 17, 1862), Banks (December 17, 1862–September 23, 1864), Stephen Harlbut (September 23, 1864–April 22, 1865), Benjamin Butler (April 22–June 3, 1865), and Canby (June 3–27, 1865). The Army of the Gulf ceased to exist on June 27, 1865, at which time the Department of the Gulf was discontinued.
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Gulf Blockading Squadron

One of three Union Navy blockading squadrons formed by Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles at the beginning of the Civil War to cover the Confederate coastline. The Gulf Blockading Squadron covered the greatest distance of the three, from Key West, Florida, to Brownsville, Texas. Appointed to command the squadron on May 7, 1861, Flag Officer William Mervine took up station in the Gulf of Mexico on June 8, 1861. Mervine, a veteran of 52 years of service, had joined the navy as a midshipman in 1809. With only 15 ships to cover a vast area, Mervine’s problems were compounded by the loss of the Pensacola Navy Yard at the beginning of the war, leaving Key West as the only base open to his squadron on the Gulf.

Obtaining a more westerly facility was essential, especially in any operation against New Orleans, and in September 1861 the squadron secured Ship Island, some 12 miles south of Biloxi in Mississippi Sound and midway between Mobile Bay and New Orleans. Meanwhile, Mervine’s perceived lack of action led Welles to relieve him from his command. On September 6, 1861, Welles named Captain William McKean to command the squadron.

In early October 1861, McKean sent Captain John Pope with the screw sloop Richmond and three other ships up the Mississippi to the Head of the Passes to cut off blockade-runners from reaching or sailing from New Orleans. The ships of the squadron fled in confusion when the Confederates attacked early on October 12 with the ironclad ram Manassas (1 gun), five armed steamers, and three fire rafts pulled by tugs. Later the Richmond and another Union warship had to jettison all their cannon to pass over the bar and escape. The action, trumpeted throughout the South as “Pope’s Run,” proved to be a considerable embarrassment to the U.S. Navy, and Pope was cashiered. Although the Federals did not return to the Head of the Passes for several months, they continued to control the river’s mouth, and the effectiveness of the Union blockade steadily increased with the arrival of additional ships.

On November 22–23, 1861, McKean utilized the screw frigate Niagara (flagship) and the screw sloop Richmond, supported by batteries at Fort Pickens, to bombard Confederate Fort McRae and the Pensacola Navy Yard. The Union shelling largely reduced Fort McRae but accomplished little else.

In late 1861 the Navy Department decided to split the Gulf Blockading Squadron into two separate squadrons. This went into effect formally on February 20, 1862, when the Gulf Blockading Squadron was split into the East Gulf Blockading Squadron and the West Coast Blockading Squadron. McKean retained command of the eastern squadron, with responsibility from Key West to Pensacola. Captain David G. Farragut took command of the western squadron, which covered the coast from Pensacola to the Rio Grande.
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Gulf of Mexico

Large body of saltwater, a subset of the Atlantic Ocean, covering 615,000 square miles. Approximately oval in shape, the Gulf of Mexico is 810 nautical miles across at its widest point. Almost half of the Gulf of Mexico consists of shallow intertidal waters. Much of the U.S. Gulf Coast, from Texas to Florida, has very shallow waters, making the region susceptible to devastating tidal surges during severe storms and hurricanes. The Gulf of Mexico is bounded on the northwest, north, and northeast by the U.S. Gulf Coast (Texas to Florida), on the south and southwest by Mexico, and on the southeast by Cuba. The deepest part of the Gulf of Mexico is known as the Sigsbee Deep, located about 200 miles southeast of Brownsville, Texas. Part of an underwater trough, Sigsbee Deep has a depth of 14,880 feet.

The first European to explore the Gulf of Mexico was Amerigo Vespucci, in 1497. A decade later Hernán Cortés helped conquer Cuba and Hispaniola, and in 1518 he began his conquest of Mexico via the Gulf of Mexico. In 1526 Pánfilo Narvaéz laid claim to much of the area that would eventually become the U.S. Gulf Coast. Later, the French along with the Spanish would lay claim to most of the Gulf Coast, although the area would not be settled in large numbers by Europeans until the early 19th century.

Thirty-three major U.S. river systems, draining 31 states, empty into the Gulf of Mexico, including the Mississippi River, the most important U.S. river, which flows into the Gulf of Mexico downriver from New Orleans, Louisiana. Control of the Gulf Coast was thus critical to controlling shipping on the Mississippi River and cities such as New Orleans; Mobile, Alabama; and Pensacola, Florida. The Straits of Florida were likewise crucial in controlling access to the Gulf of Mexico itself. The Gulf Stream originates in the eastern Gulf of Mexico, bringing with it a powerful current of warm water that parallels the East Coast of North America. In the summer months, the Gulf of Mexico’s relatively shallow waters result in high sea temperatures, which periodically fuel large hurricanes that over the years have wrecked many areas along the Gulf Coast.

In 1861 the Union Navy created the Gulf Blockading Squadron, part of a larger strategy that sought to blockade Confederate ports from Virginia to Texas. The first Gulf Blockading Squadron was tasked with covering the coast from Brownsville, Texas, to Key West, Florida. In late 1861, the Navy Department split the Gulf Blockading Squadron into two smaller squadrons—the East Gulf Coast and West Gulf Coast Blockading Squadrons. The eastern half covered from Pensacola to Key West; the western half covered from the Rio Grande (Texas) to Pensacola. The Pensacola Navy Yard, a major naval facility, was controlled by the Confederates until May 1862, at which time it fell to Union control.
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Gunboats, Confederate
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Gurowski, Adam

Birth Date: September 10, 1805

Death Date: May 4, 1866

Translator and diarist. Adam Gurowski was born near the town of Kaliscz in the Russian-occupied area of Poland on September 10, 1805. His father, Count Ladilas Gurowski, had been a supporter of the Polish nationalist Thaddeus Kosciuszko. A Polish nationalist early in his life, Adam Gurowski was forced to leave his homeland, arriving in Berlin in 1820. He studied in German universities for several years and was later condemned to death in absentia by the Russians, then ruling most of Poland, for his participation in the Polish Revolution of 1830. In 1849, Gurowski moved to the United States.

In America, Gurowski worked as a journalist in New York and became a Radical Republican. He moved to Washington, D.C., in January 1861 in hopes of influencing the government to replace Secretary of State William H. Seward, whom Gurowski despised. Gurowski held the official position of State Department translator, a job for which his knowledge of European languages made him well suited. There is no evidence that Gurowski’s voluminous correspondence with President Abraham Lincoln (of whom he held a low personal opinion), Mary Todd Lincoln, and other figures had any influence on governmental decision making. Gurowski was, however, admired in some Radical Republican circles. He was a friend of such luminaries as Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Walt Whitman, and Julia Ward Howe.

Gurowski wrote several books promoting the abolitionist and Radical Republican agenda, including Europe and America (1857), Slavery in History (1860), and three volumes of diaries: Diary from March 4, 1861 to November 12, 1862 (1862), Diary, from November 18, 1862 to October 18, 1863 (1864), and Diary 1863–’64–65 (1866). Gurowski died of typhoid fever in Washington, D.C., on May 4, 1866.
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Guthrie, James

Birth Date: December 5, 1792

Death Date: March 23, 1869

Lawyer, politician, member of the Washington Peace Conference, and U.S. senator (1865–1868). James Guthrie was born on December 5, 1792, in Nelson County, Kentucky. After a brief stint in the transportation business, he studied law. He was admitted to the bar in 1837 and commenced a law practice in Bardstown, Kentucky. Named a commonwealth attorney in 1820, he moved to Louisville. From 1827 to 1831, he sat in the Kentucky House of Representatives as a Democrat; from 1831 to 1840, he served in the Kentucky Senate. He then became an executive in the railroad- and road-building business and was a founder and president of the University of Louisville. He was secretary of the treasury in the Franklin Pierce administration (1853–1857).

After leaving his government post, Guthrie returned to Louisville, where he eventually became president of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, a post he held until 1868. Guthrie served as a delegate to the 1860 Democratic Convention, where his name was put forward as the party’s presidential nominee, although he was not selected.

In February 1861 Guthrie was chosen as one of the Kentucky delegates to the Washington Peace Conference, a last-ditch effort to avert disunion and Civil War. On February 9, 1861, he was selected to chair the Compromise Committee. Guthrie labored diligently to hammer out a compromise plan that would be palatable to both sides. Ultimately Guthrie’s committee proposed that the Conference should revisit Senator Henry Clay’s old 1820 compromise, which would use 36 degrees 30 minutes latitude as the boundary between free and slave states and territories. In all, the Compromise Committee suggested seven constitutional amendments designed to mollify North and South. Congress, however, rebuffed the conference’s report, and the meeting ended in failure.

Shortly thereafter Guthrie returned to Louisville, where he resumed his railroad activities. During the Civil War, the Louisville & Nashville Railroad was the recipient of a wealth of government contracts, although it frequently came under attack by Confederate troops and guerrillas. Elected to the U.S. Senate as a Democrat in 1865, Guthrie resigned because of poor health in 1868. He died on March 23, 1869, in Louisville.
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H

Habeas Corpus, Writ of, CSA

Constitutional guarantee against unlawful detention or imprisonment. Because the Constitution of the Confederate States of America was very similar in most aspects to the U.S. Constitution, Confederate citizens, like those of the United States, were protected from illegal arrests and imprisonment except during instances in which President Jefferson Davis suspended the writ of habeas corpus, which proved highly controversial and unpopular. As in the United States, only Congress had the authority to suspend the writ of habeas corpus, but the president could request a suspension if needed. Under normal circumstances, a successful petition under the writ had to prove that an individual was in custody illegally.

On February 27, 1862, the Confederate Congress granted approval for the suspension of habeas corpus. This was done upon presidential request in order to stifle civil uprisings in occupied areas and, more importantly, to help enforce the highly unpopular 1862 Draft Act, which mandated that all 12-month enlistments endure as long as the war persisted. On April 19 the Confederate Congress amended the law so that it allowed military officials to arrest civilians for treasonable offenses. The suspension was short-lived, however, because of considerable opposition. The Confederate Congress had to carry out an almost impossible balancing act that sought to protect states’ rights while permitting the national government to vigorously prosecute the war.

On September 20, 1862, the Confederate Congress enacted a second suspension of habeas corpus but with so many caveats that it was nearly impossible to implement. Legislators resurrected the February suspension on October 13, 1862, but permitted it to lapse in the face of vituperative opposition. Upon the direct request of President Davis, a third suspension of habeas corpus was enacted on February 5, 1864, but this time the law very clearly delineated treasonable activities. Public opposition, however, once more compelled the Confederate Congress to allow the legislation to lapse. Clearly, most Southerners were adamantly opposed to the revocation of habeas corpus rights because they believed that it unnecessarily empowered the national government to the detriment of the individual states. In November 1864 Davis again asked for suspension legislation, but none was forthcoming.
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Habeas Corpus, Writ of, U.S.

Constitutional guarantee against unlawful detention or imprisonment that was suspended by President Abraham Lincoln on April 27, 1861. This suspension was highly controversial at the time and remains so to the present day. Lincoln suspended the writ of habeas corpus during the Civil War to assist him in preserving the Union and battling the seceded Southern states of the Confederacy.

Article 1, Section 9, of the U.S. Constitution clearly affirms the right of habeas corpus but also contemplates its suspension: “the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it.” Constitutionally, only the U.S. Congress has the authority to suspend the right to the writ of habeas corpus, although the president may ask Congress to suspend it.

Habeas corpus in the U.S. Constitution was derived from English law. In particular, habeas corpus (Latin for “you have the body”) refers to a citizen’s right to be free from illegal detention or imprisonment by affording the opportunity to challenge or petition the legality of a detention before a judge. A writ of habeas corpus is a judicial mandate to the custodian—sheriff, prison warden, etc.—of the prisoner to bring that person before the court in order for a judge to determine whether an individual has been illegally imprisoned and whether he or she should be released. In other words, the government (federal, state, or local) detaining the individual must prove to a judge the legality of the detention.

A habeas corpus petition is filed with a court by the person who objects to one’s own or another person’s detention. However, because an individual must exhaust all normal appeals in state or federal court before seeking habeas corpus relief, most petitions are filed by prisoners challenging their conviction for a crime for which they have already been sentenced. In federal court, the petition for a writ of habeas corpus must show that the prisoner is in custody in violation of the U.S. Constitution or laws or treaties of the United States.

On April 27, 1861, President Lincoln suspended the writ of habeas corpus in certain states, including Delaware, Maryland, Missouri, and Pennsylvania, to forestall secession and secure Washington, D.C., even though Congress would not be in session until July of that year. Lincoln was particularly concerned about pro-Confederate sympathies in the border states. In a letter to Congress dated July 4, 1861, Lincoln defended his actions, declaring that he did what he deemed necessary as chief executive to defend and preserve the government against attack and subversion. He also claimed that waiting for Congress to convene and suspend habeas corpus would have resulted in the government going “to pieces.” In the 1862 U.S. federal court case Ex Parte Merryman, U.S. Supreme Court chief justice Roger B. Taney, sitting as a judge for the U.S. Circuit Court, District of Maryland, ruled that Lincoln’s suspension of habeas corpus in Maryland was unconstitutional because only Congress has that authority. Lincoln, however, ignored the ruling.

In 1862, declaring that disloyal persons could not be properly restrained by the ordinary processes of law, Lincoln suspended habeas corpus throughout the North, ordering that all persons guilty of disloyal practices by giving aid and comfort to rebels would be subject to trial and punishment by military tribunals. Lincoln did this to silence mounting political opposition from so-called Copperheads (Peace Democrats), who either sympathized with or supported the South and opposed Lincoln’s use of force to preserve the Union. Four years later, in the court case Ex Parte Milligan, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Lincoln’s actions had been unconstitutional.

Confederate president Jefferson Davis also suspended the writ of habeas corpus in the Southern states, but the Confederate Congress sharply limited its applicability to preserve states’ rights.
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Hagood, Johnson

Birth Date: February 21, 1829

Death Date: January 4, 1898

Confederate officer. Johnson Hagood was born on February 21, 1829, in Barnwell County, South Carolina. He graduated from the South Carolina Military Academy (the Citadel) in 1847. Hagood became a prosperous planter and a lawyer and was active in his state’s militia.

In early 1861, Hagood recruited and organized the 1st South Carolina Infantry Regiment and was elected its colonel. With a different unit, he saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). After that engagement Hagood’s regiment returned to South Carolina, and he remained there until the spring of 1864. He was advanced to brigadier general on July 21, 1862.

Hagood’s next major combat did not come until the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864). After that, he participated in the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). At the end of 1864, he was dispatched south to counter the Union effort against Fort Fisher (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865) and later Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865).

After the war, Hagood returned to his South Carolina plantation. He also became active in promoting farming and educational reforms and was named to a state-sponsored committee that investigated banking practices. In 1876 Hagood was elected comptroller general of South Carolina, a post he held until 1880. He was vocally critical of Reconstruction policies in the South and allied himself with former Confederate general Wade Hampton. Hagood succeeded Hampton as governor in 1880 and helped reopen the Citadel in 1882, just prior to leaving office. Hagood went on to write a largely self-serving autobiography, Memoirs of the War of Secession (published in 1910). Hagood died in Barnwell County, South Carolina, on January 4, 1898.
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Hahn, Michael

Birth Date: November 24, 1830

Death Date: March 15, 1886

Unionist governor of Louisiana (1864–1865). Michael Hahn was born on November 24, 1830, in Bavaria but was brought to the United States by his mother as an infant. He grew up in New Orleans. After attending the University of Louisiana, from which he earned a law degree in 1851, he commenced a legal practice in New Orleans. Hahn was an antisecessionist Democrat who also opposed slavery. After Abraham Lincoln won the presidency in November 1860, Hahn embarked on a statewide speaking tour during which he urged Louisianans not to support secession.

When Union forces occupied New Orleans in April 1862, Hahn promptly pledged loyalty to the Union. Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Unionist in December 1862, he served until March 1863. In Congress, he strongly backed Lincoln’s war policies and supported the Emancipation Proclamation.

In February 1864 with the blessing of Major General Nathaniel Banks, Hahn was elected on the Free State ticket as governor of Louisiana. He served until March 1865. Much to his dismay, Hahn was unable to accomplish much of substance, as his authority was constantly challenged or usurped by Union military officials. Although Lincoln appointed him military governor of Louisiana in the spring of 1864, Hahn still had little control over his state’s affairs. Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1865, he was denied his seat by Radical Republicans.

By now, Hahn had also become involved in the newspaper business, and from 1867 to 1871 he published and edited the New Orleans Republican. From 1872 until 1876, he held a seat in the Louisiana House of Representatives. He later served as superintendent of the U.S. Mint at New Orleans and was a district court judge (1879–1885). In 1884 as a Republican, he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served during 1885–1886. Hahn died in office in Washington, D.C., on March 15, 1886.
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Hall, Maria M. C.

Birth Date: Unknown

Death Date: 1912

Union nurse and relief worker. Maria M. C. Hall was born in Washington, D.C.; her birth date is unknown. At the start of the Civil War, she volunteered to serve as a nurse for Union troops. Dorothea Dix, superintendent of women nurses for the U.S. War Department, refused to allow Hall to administer to patients because of her youth and beauty. Undeterred, Hall gained admission as a nurse at Washington’s Indiana Hospital, where she worked from July 1861 to July 1862. That same month, she began working for the hospital transport service aboard the ship Daniel Webster, a vessel run by the U.S. Sanitary Commission that transported wounded soldiers to hospitals.

By August 1862, Hall was working alongside the renowned nurse Eliza Harris during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Hall then attended the wounded and sick at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Accompanying the wounded to a nearby hospital in Maryland, she nursed the many casualties there for nearly nine months. Recognized for her administrative skills and work ethic, in July 1863 Hall was sent to the U.S. Naval Academy hospital at Annapolis, Maryland, where she was given charge of an entire section of the vast tent hospital that had been set up on the school grounds. In May 1864 she became the naval hospital’s superintendent, a post she held until the hospital was closed in the summer of 1865.

In the immediate aftermath of the war, Hall was tasked with attending to a vast number of prisoners who had been released from Andersonville Prison, located in southwestern Georgia. Many were gravely ill from malnutrition and communicable diseases. Writing about the prisoners in a weekly military newspaper, Hall lamented the suffering that the prisoners had been forced to endure, saying that they seemed to be from a “strange outer world, some horrible land of dimness and groans.”

Almost nothing is known of Hall’s life after 1865, although it seems certain that she married and, after 1892, received a $12 monthly government stipend for her war service. She died in 1912.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Andersonville Prison, Georgia; Dix, Dorothea Lynde; Harris, Elizabeth; Hospitals, Military; Nurses; Sanitary Commission, U.S.

Further Reading

Denney, Robert E. Civil War Medicine: Care and Comfort of the Wounded. New York: Sterling, 1994.

Favor, Lesli J. Women Doctors and Nurses of the Civil War. New York: Rosen Publishing Group, 2004.

_______________________

Hall, Norman Jonathan

Birth Date: March 4, 1837

Death Date: May 26, 1867

Union officer. Norman Jonathan Hall was born on March 4, 1837, in New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1859. Hall was commissioned a second lieutenant in the artillery on January 10, 1860, and was stationed at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor when the Confederates bombarded it in April 1861, sparking the Civil War. Several times during the shelling, Hall led the effort to keep the U.S. flag flying over the installation. Advanced to first lieutenant, 5th Artillery, on May 14, 1861, he later was chief of artillery for Major General Joseph Hooker’s division during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862).

In July 1862, Hall entered the volunteer service as colonel of the 7th Michigan Infantry Regiment, which he commanded during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862). At the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), with his regiment suffering very heavy losses, he took command of Brigadier General Napoleon Dana’s brigade when that officer was wounded in action. Hall was himself wounded at Antietam, and he was later brevetted for gallantry during the engagement.

Hall led his brigade fearlessly at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Indeed, he led the way in sweeping the Confederates from the city and then led an assault on Marye’s Heights, earning a second brevet. He fought at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and then at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Hall’s brigade anchored the center of the Union line on Cemetery Hill; there his men turned back a Confederate assault led by Brigadier General Ambrose Wright on July 2. The next day when the Confederates launched Pickett’s Charge, Hall’s brigade was brought forward to plug a breach in a key portion of the Union line, allowing Union forces to repulse the charge and emerge from the three-day battle with a victory. Hall was again brevetted for gallantry, and on August 1, 1863, he was promoted to captain in the regular army.

Only weeks after Gettysburg, Hall, who had suffered an earlier bout with typhoid, was given sick leave. He never recovered his health, however, and consequently did not again hold a field command. He mustered out of volunteer service in May 1864 and retired from the regular army in February 1865. Hall died in New York on May 26, 1867.
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Hall, Willard Preble

Birth Date: May 9, 1820

Death Date: November 2, 1882

Union officer and governor of Missouri (1864–1865). Willard Preble Hall was born in Harpers Ferry, Virginia (now West Virginia), on May 9, 1820, to a family of means. After attending a private boarding school in Baltimore, he entered Yale College, graduating in 1839. In 1840 he went to Missouri with his father and studied law. In 1841 Hall was admitted to the local bar. He practiced law in Sparta, Missouri, in 1842 before becoming a circuit attorney in St. Joseph in 1843, a post he held for several years. A Democrat, Hall served as one of that party’s presidential electors during the 1844 election.

At the start of the Mexican-American War in 1846, Hall joined the 1st Missouri Cavalry Regiment as a private. At the urging of Colonel Alexander Doniphan, the unit’s commanding officer, and Brigadier General Stephen W. Kearny, Hall was promoted to first lieutenant. Hall remained with Doniphan and Kearny as they marched to New Mexico, arriving in Santa Fe in August 1846. Because of Hall’s legal background, Kearny and Doniphan asked Hall to help draw up a set of civil laws, sometimes known as Kearny’s Code, by which to govern the occupied territory. The codes were written in both Spanish and English and remained official until 1891, certainly a testament to Hall’s good work.

Hall remained in New Mexico until October 1846, at which time he joined the Mormon Battalion then on its way to California. In the meantime, in November 1846 Hall was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. He was officially discharged in early 1847 so that he could take his seat in Congress in March 1847. Hall served as a congressman until 1853. In 1854 he settled in St. Joseph, where he again practiced law. He ran unsuccessfully for a U.S. Senate seat in 1856.

In 1861 Hall joined the Missouri convention that affirmed that state’s policy of armed neutrality during the Civil War. This meant that while Missouri would not secede from the Union, it would not supply troops or war supplies to either side of the conflict. In 1864 when Missouri’s unelected provisional governor Hamilton Rowan Gamble died of pneumonia, Hall, who had been provisional lieutenant governor (unelected) since 1861, became provisional governor. He held that office until the end of the Civil War in April 1865. Hall also held a commission as brigadier general of the Missouri Militia, a pro-Union group. He commanded the District of Northwest Missouri from 1861 to 1863. After the Civil War, Hall returned to his law practice and died in St. Joseph on November 2, 1882.
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Halleck, Henry Wager

Birth Date: January 15, 1815

Death Date: January 9, 1872

Union officer. Born in Westernville, New York, on January 15, 1815, Henry Wager Halleck graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1839 and was assigned to the Corps of Engineers. A report he wrote on the seacoast defenses of the United States won him the favorable attention of army commander Major General Winfield Scott, who assigned Halleck to travel to Europe in 1844 to study foreign military practices. On his return, Halleck gave a series of lectures at the Lowell Institute, later published as Elements of Military Art and Science. This helped win Halleck a reputation as a military intellectual. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1845.
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Regarded before the Civil War as something of a military intellectual, Union major general Henry Wager Halleck proved a cautious field commander but nonetheless was elevated in July 1863 by President Abraham Lincoln to be general-in-chief of the Union armies. He proved inept in the post and was replaced in March 1864 by Ulysses S. Grant, whose career he had earlier tried to ruin. A capable administrator, Halleck then performed useful service as Grant’s chief of staff during the remainder of the war. (Library of Congress)

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) Halleck was sent to California, where he saw limited combat but nonetheless earned a brevet for his conduct. After the war he continued in California. As military secretary for the territory, he attended the state constitutional convention and played an active role in drafting that document. While retaining his military commission, he became an active partner in a California law firm, resigning from the army only in 1854 when the firm’s success was well established. In the years that followed, Halleck expanded his efforts into the real estate and mining businesses and grew wealthy.

When the Civil War began, Halleck returned to the East and offered his services to the U.S. government. At Scott’s recommendation, President Abraham Lincoln nominated and Congress confirmed Halleck as a regular major general, one of the highest-ranking officers in the army. Halleck’s first assignment was to command the Department of Missouri, where he used his considerable administrative skill to clean up the mess left by his predecessor, Major General John C. Frémont. Halleck was not, however, disposed to advance against the Confederates as Lincoln wanted or to cooperate with his neighboring department commander to the East, Brigadier General Don Carlos Buell.

In February 1862, Halleck finally gave reluctant permission to his subordinates Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote to advance against Confederate Fort Henry, guarding the Tennessee River. Grant proceeded aggressively and captured not only Fort Henry but also nearby Fort Donelson controlling the Cumberland River, opening the way for a Union advance into the interior of the Confederacy and winning one of the most significant victories of the war.

Halleck demanded and received from Lincoln, as a reward for the victories that Grant had won, command over all the Union’s western armies, including that of Buell, Halleck’s rival. Halleck had planned on advancing via the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers, the obvious routes into the Confederate heartland, but he had wanted to wait until every possible preparation was in place. Now, although he had used Grant’s victories for his personal advancement, Halleck was both jealous of Grant’s success and unnerved by Grant’s aggressiveness. Halleck needlessly reprimanded Grant for failing to communicate frequently enough with headquarters and reported to the army’s new commanding general in Washington, George B. McClellan, that Grant was frequently intoxicated, a report that Halleck knew to be false. Halleck had proceeded to remove Grant from command before Grant’s congressman, Elihu B. Washburne, prompted Lincoln to support the victor of Forts Henry and Donelson and force Halleck to restore Grant. When newspapers criticized Grant after the narrow victory at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Halleck seized the opportunity to sideline his subordinate again.

Taking the field for the only time in his career, Halleck pulled together all three field armies within his department, placed Grant in a meaningless second-in-command slot, and with his massed forces advanced with glacial slowness against the Confederate rail hub at Corinth, Mississippi, covering 20 miles in a month. In the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862), Halleck took the town but let the Confederate army guarding it escape.

Despite such a lackluster result, Lincoln, who was desperately seeking a general to mastermind and coordinate the movement of all the Union armies, selected Halleck for that task. Halleck went to Washington in the summer of 1862, but his efforts to direct the movements of such inadequate commanders as Major Generals John Pope and George B. McClellan during the campaign in Virginia that summer proved a dismal failure. By its close, Halleck, who had never been comfortable actually directing operations in the field, all but refused to give further orders to his subordinate generals. Thereafter he made it an article of military faith that the general on the spot should always be left to make the decisions with nothing more than advice—albeit sometimes persistent, almost nagging advice—from Halleck in Washington. A frustrated Lincoln complained that Halleck amounted to little more than “a first-rate clerk.”

In his capacity as a virtual clerk, however, Halleck performed useful service not only as an adviser to the field commanders but also as a mediator between them and the Lincoln administration. When political Major General John A. McClernand wangled vague authorization from Lincoln to lead an independent expedition within Grant’s department, Halleck quietly saw to it that the order was worded in such a way as to allow Grant to assume command and keep McClernand in his deservedly subordinate role.

When Grant was appointed to supersede Halleck as general in chief, he retained Halleck in the de facto role he had already been filling, that of chief of staff. In that capacity Halleck continued to advise generals in the field, including Grant, to transmit Grant’s wishes into orders to the various armies, and to convey the impressions of the president and the secretary of war to Grant and other field commanders. In the final analysis, despite his early shortcomings, Halleck made an important contribution to Union victory.

After General Robert E. Lee’s April 1865 surrender, Halleck commanded the Military District of the James. That August he took command of the Division of the Pacific, and in 1869 he took control of the Division of the South. Halleck died in Louisville, Kentucky, on January 9, 1872.
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Halpine, Charles Graham

Birth Date: November 23, 1829

Death Date: August 3, 1868

Journalist, author, and Union officer. Born Charles Boyton Halpin in Old Castle, Ireland, on November 23, 1829, Charles Graham Halpine was educated at Trinity College, Dublin. He switched from the study of medicine to law and in his spare time wrote for the newspapers. The sudden death of his father and his own early marriage led him to become a journalist full-time.

Immigrating to America in 1851, Halpine settled in Boston and became an assistant editor of the Boston Post. He moved to Washington as a correspondent for the New York Times and then moved to New York, where he worked for the New York Herald. He also penned literature on the side, including Lyrics by the Letter H (1854). In the mid-1850s Halpine returned to the New York Times as associate editor, and in 1857 he became principal editor and part owner of the New York Leader, greatly increasing its circulation.

Halpine enlisted as a private in the 69th New York Militia on April 20, 1861, and was thereafter elected a lieutenant. Following service in this three-month unit, on September 5, 1861, he was commissioned a major of volunteers and assistant adjutant general on the staff of Major General David Hunter, commander of the Western Department. Halpine accompanied Hunter to Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, when Hunter assumed command of the Department of the South. There Halpine penned a series of burlesque poems, several of which were published in the New York Herald in 1862 under the pseudonym “Private Miles O’Reilly.” Additional articles appeared in the Life and Adventures, Songs, Services, and Speeches of Private Miles O’Reilly, 47th Regiment New York Volunteers (two volumes, 1864) and Baked Meats of the Funeral: A Collection of Essays, Poems, Speeches, and Banquets, by Private Miles O’Reilly, Late of the 47th Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry, 10th Army Corps (1866).

In May 1864 Halpine accompanied Hunter in his same position when the general assumed command of the Department of West Virginia. Halpine was brevetted lieutenant colonel for the Battle of Piedmont (June 5, 1864). He was brevetted both colonel and brigadier general for his war service on March 13, 1865.

After the war, Halpine returned to New York and resumed his career in journalism. He became editor and later proprietor of the Citizen, a newspaper devoted to reforming the civil administration of New York City. In 1867 he was elected registrar of the County of New York. Halpine died in New York City on August 3, 1868. His death was caused by inhalation of chloroform to cure bouts of insomnia brought on by overwork.
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Halstead, Murat

Birth Date: September 2, 1829

Death Date: July 2, 1908

Journalist and war correspondent. Murat Halstead was born on September 2, 1829, in Butler County, Ohio. He graduated from Cincinnati Farmer’s College in 1851. Halstead studied law and very briefly thereafter practiced law before indulging in his true passion of journalism. After writing for several papers, he landed a reporting job with the Cincinnati Commercial in 1853; within a few years, he had become news editor. Halstead became fascinated with American politics and reported on the 1860 political conventions. He also had a penchant for traveling to news events rather than reporting on them from afar. In 1859, for example, he personally witnessed the execution of radical abolitionist John Brown and wrote an acclaimed series of articles about the Harpers Ferry, Virginia, raid.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Halstead established an office in Washington, D.C., to be closer to the action. He was perhaps the first major war correspondent to openly disparage a federal military action when he denounced Union commanders for their performance at the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861). He would later criticize Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) as being ineffective and profligate.
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Journalist Murat Halstead was the news editor of the Cincinnati Commercial. An outspoken war correspondent during the Civil War, he did not hesitate to criticize the performance of Union field commanders, including Ulysses S. Grant during the Second Vicksburg Campaign. (Library of Congress)

Although Halstead’s reporting was generally accurate, sometimes his zeal to scoop the competition resulted in unsound stories. For example, in the autumn of 1861, he erroneously reported that Brigadier General William T. Sherman had been relieved of command in Kentucky because he had become mentally unstable. The truth was that Sherman himself had requested a change in command. Many considered Halstead’s coverage of the Fredericksburg Campaign (November 15–December 15, 1862) to be his best wartime work. It detailed not only the military engagements and maneuvers but also the human elements of the campaign.

When the war ended, Halstead remained as the editor of the Commercial, and by 1867 he owned controlling interest in the paper. He allied himself with the Republican Party during Reconstruction and traveled to Europe in 1870 to personally cover the Franco-Prussian War. In 1883 his paper merged with the Cincinnati Daily Gazette, which now became the Commercial Gazette. In 1890 Halstead took a position as editor of the Brooklyn, New York, Standard-Union, and during the Spanish-American War (1898) he traveled to the Philippines to report on the war there. Halstead then wrote a number of books before dying on July 2, 1908, in Cincinnati.
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Hamblin, Joseph Eldridge

Birth Date: January 13, 1828

Death Date: July 3, 1870

Union officer. Joseph Eldridge Hamblin was born in Yarmouth, Massachusetts, on January 13, 1828. Educated in the Boston public schools, he was employed by a firm building engines first in Boston and then in New York City. In 1854 he became an insurance broker in New York. Hamblin moved to Missouri in 1857.

While in New York, Hamblin had joined its 7th Militia Regiment in 1851. When the war began, he returned to New York and accompanied the 7th Regiment to Washington, D.C. He was commissioned a first lieutenant in the 5th New York on May 14, 1861. Hamblin took part in what is considered by many to be the first battle of the Civil War at Big Bethel, Virginia, on June 10. He was promoted to captain on September 8 and to major on November 4, when he transferred to the 65th New York Infantry. He was promoted to lieutenant colonel on July 20, 1862, and his regiment was part of the Army of the Potomac in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Promoted to colonel on May 26, 1863, he participated in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Commanding a brigade in VI Corps, Army of the Shenandoah, Hamblin was wounded in the right leg in the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864) and was brevetted brigadier general of volunteers, with date of rank of October 19, for his role in that battle.

Returning to duty, Hamblin commanded the 3rd Brigade of the 1st Division of VI Corps, distinguishing himself in the Battle of Hatcher’s Run (February 5–7, 1865) and other engagements of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). He then took part in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865) and was brevetted major general for his role in the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865). He was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers in May 1865.

Hamblin left the service on January 15, 1866. Returning to New York, he became an insurance agent and was later superintendent of agencies for Commonwealth Fire Insurance Company. Rejoining the New York Militia, he was commissioned a colonel on June 10, 1867, and was brevetted major general as adjutant general and chief of staff of the New York National Guard. Hamblin died in New York City on July 3, 1870.
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Hamilton, Andrew Jackson

Birth Date: January 28, 1815

Death Date: April 11, 1875

Texas politician and Union officer. Andrew Jackson Hamilton was born in Huntsville, Alabama, on January 28, 1815. He studied law and was admitted to the Alabama bar in 1841. In 1846 he moved to Texas and commenced a law practice with his brother in Fayette County. Three years later Hamilton moved to Austin, at which time he became state attorney general. From 1851 to 1853, he sat in the Texas House of Representatives as a Democrat.

In 1859 Hamilton began serving in the U.S. House of Representatives representing the Western District. A staunch Unionist, he made numerous attempts to head off secession but was unsuccessful. When his term expired in March 1861, he returned to his district, which harbored strong pro-Union sentiments. Elected to the Texas Senate, he remained in Texas until death threats from secessionists forced him to flee to Mexico. Thereafter securing passage to the North, he became something of a folk hero, giving a series of antislavery, antisecession speeches in large Northern cities.

After meeting with President Abraham Lincoln in Washington, Hamilton received a commission as brigadier general of volunteers on November 14, 1862, and was named military governor of Texas. Unable to go to Texas, he established temporary headquarters in Union-occupied New Orleans and immediately began lobbying the War Department to accelerate its plans to attack and seize Galveston. When the Battle of Galveston (January 1, 1863) ended in a Union defeat, commander of the Union Department of the Gulf Major General Nathaniel P. Banks blamed the debacle on Hamilton’s impetuosity. Although Hamilton was able to do relatively little as governor during the war, he did manage to arrange to have some cotton smuggled out of Texas via New Orleans late in the war. Meanwhile, the U.S. Senate failed to confirm Hamilton’s commission, which lapsed on March 4, 1863, although Lincoln reappointed him on September 18, 1863.

Hamilton resigned his commission in June 1865, the same month that President Andrew Johnson reappointed him as military governor of Texas, a post he held until 1866. When Hamilton attempted to implement Radical Reconstruction policies in postwar Texas, his growing unpopularity compelled him to resign his post. Hamilton thereafter was a Texas Supreme Court justice, joined the Republican Party, and made an unsuccessful run for the Texas governorship in 1869. He died on April 11, 1875, in Austin, Texas.
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Hamilton, Charles Smith

Birth Date: November 16, 1822

Death Date: April 17, 1891

Union officer. Charles Smith Hamilton was born on November 16, 1822, in Westernville, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843. Ultimately rising to the rank of brevet captain, Hamilton served in a variety of garrisons and in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) before resigning his commission in 1853. Thereafter he operated a milling business in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

Shortly after the Civil War began, Hamilton recruited the 3rd Wisconsin Infantry Regiment, becoming its colonel on May 11, 1861. He was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers on May 17. Hamilton saw service in northern Virginia, in the Shenandoah Valley, and, controversially, during the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862), where he had command of a division. Running afoul of Major General George C. McClellan, Hamilton was relieved of command on April 30. McClellan insisted, simply, that Hamilton was unfit for a divisional command.

Within days, Hamilton was reassigned as commander of the 3rd Division, Army of the Mississippi, leading his unit at the Battles of Iuka (September 19, 1862) and Corinth (October 3–4). He was promoted to major general on October 5, to date from September 29. Later he was also placed in command of the District of West Tennessee, the District of Corinth and, briefly, XVI Corps. Hamilton, still stinging from McClellan’s dismissal and apparently highly displeased with his commands (Hamilton had sought a command in the more active eastern theater), engaged in a letter-writing campaign to secure a more prestigious command. When his classmate Major General Ulysses S. Grant discovered that Hamilton had spoken ill of him in a letter, Grant was furious. Hamilton subsequently threatened to resign if he did not receive a more illustrious command; when he made such a threat in writing, Union general in chief Major General Henry Halleck gladly accepted his resignation, effective April 13, 1863.

Hamilton returned to Wisconsin, where he was a businessman, a U.S. marshal, and a regent of the University of Wisconsin. Hamilton died on April 17, 1891, in Milwaukee.
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Hamilton, Schuyler

Birth Date: July 25, 1822

Death Date: March 8, 1903

Union officer. Born in New York City on July 25, 1822, Schuyler Hamilton was the grandson of Founding Father Alexander Hamilton and the brother-in-law of future Civil War general Henry W. Halleck. Schuyler Hamilton graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841 and was commissioned in the infantry. He then served in the American West and as an instructor in infantry tactics at West Point. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Hamilton was wounded during the Battle of Monterrey and brevetted first lieutenant. He was brevetted captain for his role in the Battle of Mira Flores, where he was wounded in the lung and ribs by a Mexican lance. Promoted to first lieutenant on March 15, 1848, Hamilton served as aide-de-camp to Major General Winfield Scott for seven years but resigned his commission on March 31, 1855.

Moving to California, Hamilton became a mercury miner. He then relocated to Connecticut, where he farmed at Branford. Returning to New York on the beginning of the Civil War, Hamilton enlisted as a private in the 7th New York Militia on April 19 and was mobilized into service on May 9. Commissioned lieutenant colonel on that date, Hamilton again worked with Scott, then the army commander in chief, as his military secretary until August. Promoted to colonel on August 7, Hamilton served as Scott’s aide-de-camp until the general’s retirement in November.

Colonel Hamilton was then assigned as assistant chief of staff to his brother-in-law, Major General Halleck, commanding the Department of the Missouri. Appointed brigadier general of volunteers to date from November 12, 1861, Hamilton commanded a division in Major General John Pope’s Army of the Mississippi and took part in the captures of New Madrid (March 14, 1862) and Island No. 10 (April 7). Hamilton then commanded the left wing of the Army of Mississippi in Halleck’s glacial advance on and capture of Corinth, Mississippi (May 3–30). Taken ill with malaria, Hamilton went on sick leave. Although he was appointed major general of volunteers on September 17, this was not confirmed because he was found unfit for duty, leading him to resign on February 27, 1863. Believing that he had been dealt with unfairly, Hamilton later tried without success to be placed on the retired list.

Returning to New York, during 1871–1875 Hamilton was an engineer with the New York Department of Docks. He died in New York City on March 8, 1903.
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Hamlin, Charles

Birth Date: September 13, 1837

Death Date: May 15, 1911

Union officer. Charles Hamlin was born on September 13, 1837, in Hampden, Maine. His father, Hannibal Hamlin, would serve as President Abraham Lincoln’s first vice president. The younger Hamlin graduated from Bowdoin College in 1857, studied law, and then opened his own practice in Orland, Maine.

During the first 14 months or so of the Civil War, Hamlin worked as a civilian army recruiter in Washington, D.C. He entered the Union Army on August 21, 1862, in an outfit that became the 1st Maine Heavy Artillery. Given the rank of major, he worked as a commissary officer and was subsequently detailed to work on the defenses of Washington. In May 1863 Hamlin was appointed adjutant general for the 2nd Division, II Corps, Army of the Potomac. Most of his duties were administrative in nature, but he was on hand for several engagements in Virginia as well as the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He was an artillery inspector when the war ended, still at the rank of major.

Hamlin mustered out on September 14, 1865, and was brevetted brigadier general (volunteers) to date from March 13, 1865. He now began a law practice in Bangor, Maine, and became an expert on the banking industry in his home state. Hamlin later sat in the Maine legislature and authored various essays about his wartime experiences. He also helped in the writing of a biography about his father. Hamlin died on May 15, 1911, in Bangor.
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Hamlin, Cyrus

Birth Date: April 26, 1839

Death Date: August 28, 1867

Union officer. Born in Hampden, Maine, on April 26, 1839, Cyrus Hamlin was the son of Hannibal Hamlin, who served as vice president of the United States under Abraham Lincoln. His brother, Charles, served during the Civil War in the Union Army and ended the conflict as a brevet brigadier general. Cyrus Hamlin received an education at Hampden Academy and at Waterville College (Colby College). He passed the bar exam in 1860 and practiced law for a year in Kittery, Maine.

Hamlin left his practice in April 1862 and enlisted in the Union Army. He served as an aide to Major General John C. Frémont and encouraged the idea of enlisting African Americans into the Union ranks. Hamlin subsequently transferred to the Department of the Gulf. In early 1863 he received a promotion to colonel of VIII Corps d’Afrique, which became the 80th United States Colored Infantry, and participated in the siege at Port Hudson, Louisiana (March 14–July 8, 1863). During 1864 Hamlin commanded a brigade and then a division of U.S. Colored Troops, finally earning promotion to brigadier general of volunteers in December 1864. He then oversaw the Military District of Port Hudson, a position he held until the Civil War ended. Brevetted major general of volunteers, Hamlin mustered out of the army in January 1866.

Hamlin remained in Louisiana following the Civil War as a politician and lawyer. He died on August 28, 1867, in New Orleans.
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Hamlin, Hannibal

Birth Date: August 27, 1809

Death Date: July 4, 1891

Vice president of the United States (1861–1865). Born on August 27, 1809, in Paris Hill, Maine, Hannibal Hamlin attended Hebron Academy before being admitted to the bar in 1833. Active in Democratic politics, he served in the state legislature from 1836 to 1841, during most of which time he was Speaker. Hamlin held strong antislavery sentiments but believed that the federal government had no authority to regulate slavery in the states. He objected, however, to congressional efforts to suppress discussion of the slavery question.
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One of Abraham Lincoln’s earliest New England supporters, Hannibal Hamlin was vice president of the United States from March 1861 to March 1865, when he was a strong advocate of emancipation and increasingly identified with the radical wing of the Republican Party. (Library of Congress)

Hamlin served in the U.S. House of Representatives (1843–1847) and maintained a low profile in the acrimonious debates regarding the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). In 1848 he was selected by the antislavery wing of the Democratic Party in Maine to complete a U.S. Senate term after Senator John Fairfield had died in office. Hamlin won election to a full term in 1851 and served until 1856.

Dissatisfied with the Democratic Party’s position on slavery, Hamlin joined the Republican Party in July 1856. His election as governor of Maine that same year marked the emergence of the Republican Party as the dominant political force in New England. He resigned as governor after a few weeks, however, and returned to the Senate. Hamlin’s strong antislavery views and New England origins made him a logical choice for the Republican vice presidential nomination in 1860 as Abraham Lincoln’s running mate.

Hamlin served as vice president throughout Lincoln’s first term and was a vocal advocate of emancipation. During Hamlin’s tenure, he became increasingly associated with the radical wing of the Republican Party. Seeking a moderate running mate in 1864, Lincoln chose Senator Andrew Johnson (a Southerner) instead of Hamlin. Hamlin was replaced by Johnson as vice president on March 4, 1865, a little more than a month before Lincoln’s assassination and Johnson’s ascent to the presidency.

After leaving the vice presidency, Hamlin served briefly as collector for the port of Boston. He resigned in protest over President Johnson’s Reconstruction policies, however. A leading Radical Republican, in 1868 Hamlin was again elected to the Senate, where he remained until his retirement in 1881. While in the Senate, he firmly supported Radical Republican Reconstruction programs. At the Republican National Convention in 1880, he played an important role in preventing former president Ulysses S. Grant’s nomination for a third term as president. Hamlin’s final post was as minister to Spain from 1881 to 1882. He died in Bangor, Maine, on July 4, 1891.
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Hammond, James Henry

Birth Date: November 15, 1807

Death Date: November 13, 1864

Prosecession politician. James Henry Hammond was born on November 15, 1807, in Newberry County, South Carolina. He graduated from South Carolina College in 1825. Admitted to the bar in 1828, he established a lucrative legal practice in Columbia. Becoming active in local politics, Hammond established a newspaper, the Southern Times, in 1830, to support opposition to protective tariff legislation and the right of states to nullify federal legislation. During the Nullification Crisis in 1832, Hammond raised a regiment and eagerly prepared to lead it into battle. He retired from journalism in 1833 and immersed himself in running Silver Bluff, his wife’s plantation on the Savannah River. His experience as a plantation owner deepened his commitment to slavery.

Hammond’s brief hiatus from politics ended in 1834 when he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. By that time, he regarded slavery as the cornerstone of the Southern way of life. While in Congress, Hammond advocated the death penalty for abolitionists as well as the right of Southern states to secede to prevent emancipation. Because of illness, he did not seek reelection to Congress in 1836 and instead embarked on a European tour. After several attempts in the late 1830s, Hammond won election to a two-year term as governor of South Carolina beginning in 1842.

As governor, Hammond fortified South Carolina’s military establishments and defenses. His other achievements included a sustained and successful attack on the Bank of the State of South Carolina, consistent support for public education, and the conducting of a statewide agricultural survey. During the tariff crisis of 1842, when the federal government once again considered imposing national tariffs that would be damaging to South Carolina, Hammond openly advocated secession and hoped to persuade other Southern states to do the same. Moderates prevailed, however, and secession was averted. Hammond left office in 1844 but retained a keen interest in politics.

During the rest of the 1840s and throughout the 1850s, Hammond remained an ardent proponent of secession. He waged several failed political campaign, until he was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1857. In the Senate, Hammond gave his famous “Cotton Is King” speech on March 4, 1858. It was delivered in reply to Senator William H. Seward’s comment that because of its reliance on slavery, the economically backward South was doomed to eventually be ruled by the industrial North. Hammond claimed that the factory workers in the North lived lives of even worse degradation than the South’s slaves, calling all laboring classes “the very mud-sill of society.” He defiantly warned the North that “you dare not make war on cotton. No power on earth dares to make war upon it. Cotton is king.”

Hammond resigned from the Senate when Abraham Lincoln was elected to the presidency in 1860. Although a fierce critic of Jefferson Davis and the Confederate Congress, Hammond staunchly supported the South’s Civil War effort until his death on Beech Island, South Carolina, on November 13, 1864.
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Hammond, William Alexander

Birth Date: August 28, 1828

Death Date: January 5, 1900

Physician, Union officer, and surgeon general (April 25, 1862–August 1863). William Alexander Hammond was born on August 28, 1828, in Annapolis, Maryland, the son of a physician. Hammond received his medical degree from the University of the City of New York in March 1848. On July 3, 1849, he was appointed assistant surgeon in the U.S. Army. In 1860 he resigned his commission to accept the chair of anatomy and physiology at the University of Maryland’s School of Medicine and established a private practice in Baltimore.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, Hammond rejoined the U.S. Army. He spent the first few months of the war organizing military hospitals, where his administrative and scientific talents impressed the U.S. Sanitary Commission, which recommended him for the position of surgeon general. He was officially appointed on April 25, 1862, with the regular army rank of brigadier general.

Hammond immediately initiated a number of reforms, including reorganizing medical personnel in the field and improving the management of hospitalization and evacuations. He set up new pavilion-style hospitals with strict sanitary regulations, implemented a hospital inspection system and an ambulance corps, and standardized the medication table. He also established stringent medical examination boards for physicians seeking regular army commissions and for surgeons seeking promotions. In addition, Hammond set American medicine on a new course by hiring female nurses, introducing specialty hospitals, creating the Army Medical Museum, and accumulating materials for the Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion.

A forceful personality, Hammond made many enemies. Some physicians objected to his far-reaching changes, such as banning calomel from the army supply table. He often clashed with Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, who eventually eased Hammond out of his position in August 1863, replacing him with Joseph K. Barnes. Hammond was subsequently court-martialed on trumped-up charges of misusing medical supplies and was dismissed from the army.

After leaving the army, Hammond entered private practice in New York City, where he specialized in neurology and was enormously successful. In 1878 he undertook a campaign to clear his name and was vindicated on August 27, 1879, when President Rutherford B. Hayes annulled the court-martial sentence and Hammond was placed on the retired list as a brigadier general. Hammond died on January 5, 1900, in Washington, D.C.
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Hampton, Wade

Birth Date: March 28, 1818

Death Date: April 11, 1902

Confederate officer, South Carolina governor, and U.S. senator. Wade Hampton was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on March 28, 1818, into a wealthy and well-established family. Hampton grew up on the family estates of Millwood Plantation near Columbia, South Carolina, and Cashiers Valley Plantation in the mountains of North Carolina. He received a primary education through private instruction and in 1836 graduated from South Carolina College (now the University of South Carolina) with a degree in law.

Hampton never practiced law but instead devoted himself to the management of his large plantations in South Carolina and Mississippi. In addition, he participated in state politics. He was elected to the South Carolina General Assembly in 1852 and served as a state senator from 1858 to 1861. Upon his father’s death in 1858, Hampton inherited a large fortune; numerous plantations in Mississippi, Louisiana, and South Carolina; and one of the largest holdings of slaves in the South.

While a state legislator, Hampton opposed the dissolution of the Union. Nevertheless, at the start of the Civil War, he remained loyal to his home state. In 1861 shortly after South Carolina’s secession from the Union, Hampton resigned from the Senate and enlisted as a private in the South Carolina Militia. Despite Hampton’s military inexperience, South Carolina governor Francis Pickens insisted that Hampton accept a colonel’s commission. Hampton organized and largely funded Hampton’s Legion, which consisted of six infantry companies, four cavalry companies, and one battery of artillery. In addition, he personally paid for most of the weapons for the legion.
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At the outset of the Civil War, wealthy South Carolinian Wade Hampton organized and largely outfitted himself a force of 2,000 men that became known as Hampton’s Legion. He went on to become a lieutenant general and highly effective cavalry commander. (Library of Congress)

During the war, Hampton proved himself as a capable cavalry commander and was one of only two officers to achieve the rank of lieutenant general in the Confederate cavalry. At the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), he was wounded in the head although not seriously. He was promoted to brigadier general in May 1862 while commanding a brigade in Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s division of the Army of Northern Virginia.

After the 1862 Peninsula Campaign, during which Hampton was wounded at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), General Robert E. Lee organized his cavalry as a division under the command of Major General J. E. B. Stuart, who then selected Hampton to lead one of two cavalry brigades. During the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Hampton inflicted considerable damage to Union forces in cavalry raids behind the Union lines.

During the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), Hampton was slightly wounded at the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863) in the largest cavalry engagement of the war. On July 3, 1863, just east of Gettysburg, Hampton led a cavalry advance in an effort to harass the Union rear but encountered Union cavalry and was seriously wounded in the hip by a piece of shrapnel. He was carried off the battlefield and sent to Virginia for recuperation.

In August 1863 Hampton was promoted to major general and took command of a cavalry division. After Stuart was mortally wounded in the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11, 1864), Hampton emerged as his likely successor. At the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11–12, 1864), Hampton performed magnificently, with his men defeating the Union cavalry in a fierce contest. After another strong showing at Samaria Church on June 24, in August Hampton assumed command of the Cavalry Corps. For the rest of the war, in fact, Hampton would not lose a single cavalry engagement. He was advanced to lieutenant general in February 1865 and ordered to report to General Joseph E. Johnston in North Carolina, where Hampton participated in the final actions in that state and surrendered along with Johnston’s command.

After the war, Hampton returned to his estates and restored their productivity. He also became a leading opponent of Radical Republican Reconstruction policies in the South. In 1876 he reentered South Carolina politics as the first Southern gubernatorial candidate to run on a platform opposing Reconstruction. As a result of the Compromise of 1877, Hampton was the first Democrat to win office in South Carolina since the end of the Civil War. That along with the election of President Rutherford B. Hayes brought the promised end of Reconstruction.

After the 1876 election, Hampton became known as the “Savior of South Carolina.” He was elected to a second gubernatorial term in 1878 but resigned in 1879 when he was elected to the U.S. Senate, where he served until 1891. The dominant figure in South Carolina politics during this period, from 1893 to 1897 Hampton served as the U.S. railroad commissioner. Hampton died on April 11, 1902, in Columbia, South Carolina.
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Hampton Legion

Confederate military outfit organized and largely outfitted by Wade Hampton. The Hampton Legion was to number 2,000 men organized into cavalry, infantry, and artillery units. On April 1, 1861, the Confederate government accepted the legion into service, and Hampton, one of South Carolina’s wealthiest citizens, was appointed its colonel. Hampton then immediately set about recruiting six companies of infantry and four of cavalry as well as a light artillery battery manned by 100 troops.

Recruiting went well, and by the end of May, Hampton had staffed his units. Using family cotton as payment, Hampton ordered 400 Enfield rifles and two Blakely rifled guns. The State of South Carolina furnished the additional infantry weapons required. Until the cannon arrived, the artillery battery was organized as an infantry company. Cavalrymen provided their own weapons, and each trooper was required to furnish his own mount, as per Confederate government policy, with the government agreeing to pay 40 cents per diem. The state provided horses for the artillery.

On June 28, 1861, the Hampton Legion set out for Richmond, Virginia, where it was soon ordered to join the command of Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard at Manassas Junction. Traveling by train, only the infantry battalion of some 600 men arrived in time to participate in the fighting of the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). The infantry was in the thick of the fight and received praise for its performance, although it sustained 121 casualties, including Hampton, who was wounded. In September, with its commander recovered and the unit expanded to a full regiment of infantry, a cavalry battalion, and two artillery batteries, the Hampton Legion was committed to the task of harassing Union shipping on the Potomac River. The legion was then withdrawn with General Joseph Johnston’s army to a line on the Rappahannock River and then to the Yorktown area. In May 1862 Hampton was promoted to brigadier general and given command of an infantry brigade. In July he transferred to the cavalry to command a brigade under Major General J. E. B. Stuart. In August 1862 the legion’s cavalry was joined with the 4th South Carolina Cavalry Battalion and two independent companies to form the 2nd South Carolina Cavalry Regiment. The unit’s commander was Colonel Matthew Calbraith Butler, who had commanded the Hampton Legion cavalry. The regiment was assigned to Hampton’s brigade.

Thanks to Hampton, the Hampton Legion Artillery, known officially as the South Carolina Washington Artillery Battery, was designated as horse artillery and also assigned to his brigade. It became better known as Hart’s Battery (named for Major James F. Hart) and fought under Hampton until the end of the war.

Only the Hampton Legion infantry maintained its identity after 1862. Assigned first to Brigadier General John Bell Hood’s Texas Brigade and eventually to Brigadier General Micah Jenkins’s brigade, it served in Virginia, Tennessee, and North Carolina. In March 1864, designated as mounted infantry, the legion fought as a cavalry unit under Brigadier General Martin W. Gary, its earlier commander, until the surrender at Appomattox in April 1865.
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Hampton Roads, Battles of

Event Dates: March 8–9, 1862

Naval engagements featuring the first clash between ironclad warships. The Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862) occurred against the backdrop of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Union major general George B. McClellan’s plan to capture the Confederate capital of Richmond by a move up the peninsula between the James and York Rivers. Union ships gathered in Hampton Roads, however, were now threatened with destruction by the Confederate ironclad Virginia.

The casemated Virginia was the reincarnation of the U.S. Navy steam frigate Merrimack, burned and scuttled at the Norfolk Navy Yard in April 1861. The Virginia mounted 10 guns (6 IX-inch Dahlgrens and 2 6.4-inch single-banded Brooke rifles in broadside and 2 7-inch single-banded Brooke rifles in pivot mounts at bow and stern). It also boasted a 1,500-pound ram but had inadequate and unreliable engines and steering so sluggish that it took 30–40 minutes and four miles to bring the ship about 180 degrees. An error in calculating its displacement also meant that the ship rode too high in the water, and in places its armor protection barely extended to the waterline.

Flag Officer Franklin Buchanan, commanding Confederate naval defenses on the James, took charge of the ship and its crew of 320 men, including 55 marines. Buchanan was determined to drive the Union ships from Fort Monroe, and as soon as the Virginia was ready, at 11:00 a.m. on March 8, 1862, he sortied from Norfolk. Conditions were ideal. The day was clear and bright, and the water was calm.

In addition to his flagship, Buchanan had two small steamer tenders, the Beaufort and Raleigh, mounting a total of 3 guns. He also had the three gunboats of Commander John Randolph Tucker’s James River Squadron: the steamers Patrick Henry and Jamestown (each with 10 guns) and the former tug Teaser (1 gun). These six Confederate ships mounting 35 guns faced Union ships mounting 204 heavy guns. The larger Union ships were the screw frigates Minnesota (40 guns) and Roanoke (40 guns), the sailing frigates Congress (50 guns) and St. Lawrence (50 guns), and the razee (cut-down) sailing sloop Cumberland (24 guns).

At about 1:30 p.m. on March 8, the Virginia rounded Sewell’s Point and entered Hampton Roads, the large basin into which the James, Nansemond, and Elizabeth Rivers empty before Chesapeake Bay. Union troops occupied its northern shore: Newport News, Hampton, and Fort Monroe. Confederate forces held the southern shore, including Norfolk and Portsmouth. Although the roadstead is seven miles across, the Virginia required at least 22 feet of water to operate, and this effectively confined it to an area never more than two miles across.

The Union crews had ample time to prepare, as it took the Virginia more than an hour to steam across the roadstead. The two nearest Union ships, the Cumberland and Congress, were the first likely targets. At 2:20 p.m., the little Beaufort opened the battle with a shot from its lone 32-pounder against the Congress. Buchanan, meanwhile, ordered the Virginia to make for the Cumberland. Unfortunately the tide shifted, with the Cumberland’s stern facing the oncoming Virginia and few of the Cumberland’s guns able to bear.

Buchanan opened fire at about 1,500 yards. A shell from the Virginia’s bow 7-inch Brooke pivot gun caused considerable damage and casualties on the Cumberland. When the Virginia came abreast of the Congress, the Union ship loosed a broadside, without effect, while the Virginia’s response from its four starboard guns caused extensive damage and casualties on the Congress. Buchanan continued for the Cumberland, however.

Battle of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862)
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Fearful that even at six knots his ship might strike too hard and become embedded in the Union sloop’s wooden hull, at about 50 yards’ distance Buchanan ordered the Virginia’s engines stopped, and the ironclad glided forward on momentum, striking the Cumberland at almost right angles on its starboard side. The ram tore a gaping hole below the waterline, and the Cumberland began to sink. It almost took the ironclad with it, but when the pressure became too great, the ram twisted off in the Union ship as the Virginia’s 17-foot propeller pulled the ironclad away. The Cumberland, which sustained 121 dead, continued to fire against the ironclad even as it sank, eliciting admiration from the Confederates.

The Virginia then turned to attack the Congress. Although the Virginia was only several hundred yards away from the Cumberland, because of its deep draft and poor steering it took the ironclad nearly half an hour to come about. Meanwhile, Lieutenant Joseph B. Smith, captain of the Congress, ordered the armed tug Zouave to tow his ship into shallower water under the protection of Union batteries at Newport News. This action prevented the Virginia from ramming. Unfortunately for Smith, the tide swung the stern of the Congress so that only two of its guns could bear on the Virginia. At the same time, the Raleigh and Beaufort maintained a steady fire, keeping the Congress’s gun crews occupied. At about 4:00 p.m., the Virginia was at last in position. At the same time, the three James River Squadron ships exited the river and began exchanging fire with Union shore batteries at Newport News.

Buchanan positioned his ship about 150 yards off the stern of the Congress and opened a deadly raking fire. In short order 100 men, a quarter of the Congress’s crew, were casualties. Both of the Union ship’s stern guns were soon disabled, and Lieutenant Smith was killed, decapitated by a shell fragment. Still, the Congress took nearly an hour of punishment before it struck.

When the Congress surrendered, Buchanan directed that the Beaufort and Raleigh take off the prisoners and burn the ship. But as this was being effected, Union troops on shore several hundred yards away opened up with small arms. Several Confederates were killed, and Lieutenant William H. Parker of the Beaufort was among others wounded. Parker ordered the Beaufort to cast off and move to safety. Thirty prisoners were aboard, but the Beaufort suffered some 10 casualties from the Union shore fire. Buchanan was furious at Parker for not burning the Union ship but was also incensed at what he considered a breach of the laws of the sea, although the Union troops on shore certainly had not surrendered.

Lieutenant Robert Minor of the Virginia then set out for the Congress in one of the ironclad’s boats. Despite a white flag, he too came under fire and was wounded. He then ordered the boat back to the ironclad. Buchanan believed that the fire was coming from the Congress, which was not true, and he ordered the Virginia’s gunners to set it alight with hot shot.

The excitable Buchanan also climbed to the exposed deck of the Virginia and began firing at the troops on shore with a musket. Hit in the thigh by a musket ball, he was carried below and was forced to transfer command to Lieutenant Catesby ap Roger Jones. Jones carried out Buchanan’s order to continue firing hot shot into the Congress until it was alight. Sometime after 5:00 p.m., the Congress was engulfed in flames.

The Virginia’s pilots now insisted that the ship return to its base before dark or risk running aground. The tide had receded, and the ironclad would be restricted to the channel. The Virginia was also leaking at the bow, and its crew was exhausted. Given the circumstances, Jones agreed, confident that he could complete his work the next day.

The battle had been a Confederate triumph. The Virginia had destroyed two major Union warships, with 250 men dead, 75 wounded, and 26 captured. Confederate losses were only 2 dead and 8 wounded. Although the Virginia had been struck more than 100 times, damage to the ship was minor. At about 8:00 p.m. the Virginia dropped anchor off Sewell’s Point.

That same evening, the Union ironclad Monitor arrived in the roads. Designed by John Ericsson, the Monitor—like the Virginia—was only just commissioned. The Monitor mounted but two guns (XI-inch Dahlgren smoothbores) in a single large turret protected by 8 inches of iron plate. With only 18 inches of freeboard, the ship resembled a hat floating on the water. Lieutenant John L. Worden commanded 10 officers and 48 seamen. The men were exhausted from their two-day trip south from New York, during which the ironclad had nearly foundered on several occasions.

At about 9:00 p.m., the Monitor pulled alongside the frigate Roanoke, where Worden conferred with Captain John Marston, senior Union officer in the roadstead. Marston ordered Worden to defend the Minnesota, and at 1:00 a.m. on March 9 the Monitor anchored alongside the grounded Union flagship. Shortly thereafter, fires on the Congress reached the magazine, and that ship blew up. Few men on the Monitor slept that night.

At about 6:00 a.m. on March 9, the Virginia got under way. The sea was again calm, and the day was clear. Jones ordered the Virginia to make for the Union flagship. At 8:00 a.m. when the Virginia and its consorts steamed into the main channel, Worden immediately ordered battle preparations. The Monitor was far more maneuverable than the Virginia but was also only a fraction of the Confederate ship’s size and was heavily outgunned. There must have been serious doubts aboard the Monitor as to whether it would prove to be a worthy opponent.

Jones intended to ignore the Union ironclad until he had finished off the Minnesota with hot shot. At about one mile from the grounded Union ship, Jones commenced fire. Almost immediately a round struck the Minnesota and started a fire. Shot from the Minnesota’s stern guns simply ricocheted off the Virginia’s armor. Worden now set the Monitor straight for the Virginia.

The Minnesota and the Virginia exchanged fire until the Monitor had closed the range. Its small pilothouse forward prevented the Union ironclad’s guns from firing directly forward, so Worden conned the Monitor parallel to the Virginia. At 8:45, the Monitor fired the first shot of the battle.

The duel lasted three and a half hours. This time the Virginia’s consorts were only spectators, for the Monitor’s heavy guns would have made short work of them. The battle was fought at very close range, from a few yards to more than 100 yards.

The Virginia ran hard aground, and the Monitor, with half the draft, was able to circle its antagonist and fire at will. With the Virginia’s very survival now at stake and its boiler safety valves tied shut to provide maximum steam, the Virginia at length pulled free.

Following two hours of battle, Worden disengaged to resupply with ammunition, which had to be hoisted up from a storage bin below deck through a scuttle that required the ship to be stationary. Jones took advantage of the respite to try to sink the Minnesota, but shoal water halted the Virginia almost a mile away from its target. Nonetheless, shot from its guns did damage the Union flagship. The Monitor then returned, and the struggle resumed.
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The USS Monitor and CSS Virginia (the rebuilt USS Merrimack) engage in combat at Hampton Roads, Virginia, on March 9, 1862. This naval battle was history’s first clash between ironclads. (National Archives)

With his fire having no apparent effect and unaware of the loss of his own ship’s ram, Jones decided to ram and then board the Union ship. Seeing a chance, Jones ordered his ship forward at full steam, but Worden was able to turn the more nimble Monitor aside, and it received only a glancing blow. The attempt actually hurt the Virginia more, opening up another hull leak. The Virginia also sustained damage from the 20 hits that registered from 41 180-pound shells fired by the Monitor. In places the wooden backing behind the armor plate on the Confederate vessel was cracked and splintered. Although the more numerous Confederate guns fired many more shot and shells than did the Monitor, only 24 struck, and the only results were dents in the Monitor’s armor.

A few minutes after noon, Worden’s attempt to ram the stern of the Virginia ended in a near miss. Just as the Union ship passed the stern of the Virginia, a 7-inch shell exploded in a direct hit on the Monitor’s pilothouse, stunning and temporarily blinding Worden. He ordered the Monitor to sheer off to assess damage. Twenty-two-year-old Executive Officer Samuel Greene took command. Jones, meanwhile, decided to return to Norfolk for repairs. Greene declined to pursue, pursuant to his orders to protect the Minnesota. Each side now claimed victory.

The battle was in fact a draw. Aboard the Monitor, Worden was the only serious casualty, while the Virginia sustained 2 dead and 19 wounded. The fight might have gone differently had the Virginia concentrated its fire on the Monitor’s pilothouse, a difficult target in the best of conditions, or if solid shot or bolts had been available for the rifled guns. On the other hand, the Monitor’s fire should have been directed at its opponent’s waterline. Its guns should have also employed 30-pound powder charges instead of the 15-pound charges decreed. Following an 1844 gun explosion, the Navy Department had decreed that no gun could be fired with a powder charge more than half that for which it had been designed. This order was revoked only after the Monitor-Virginia engagement. Ericsson was furious. He claimed that had the Monitor taken up position at a range of 200 yards with its guns exactly level and fired with the 30-pound charges he had sought, the shot would have gone clear through the Virginia.

Tactically, the engagement between the two ironclads was a Northern victory. The Monitor had saved the flagship Minnesota and ensured the safety of the Union transports and supply ships and hence continuation of the Peninsula Campaign. But the South could claim a strategic victory, for as long as the Virginia remained in being, Norfolk and Richmond were safe from Union warships, and the Virginia’s mere presence acted as a brake on McClellan’s drive toward Richmond.

Although the battle between the two ironclads was not renewed, it did signal a new era in naval warfare. The first time that ironclad vessels had fought one another, the battle gave new impetus to the revolution in naval warfare then in progress. Both ships also became models for ironclad construction on their respective sides.
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Hampton Roads, Virginia

A key strategic location on Virginia’s Atlantic coast. Hampton Roads is the large basin into which the James, Nansemond, and Elizabeth Rivers of Virginia empty before the Chesapeake Bay. The roadstead is roughly eight miles long running to the bay. Hampton Roads was strategically significant during the Civil War, as the Confederate capital of Richmond lay upriver on the James.

To the north, Hampton Roads is bordered by the peninsula sandwiched between the York and James Rivers. At the roadstead’s easternmost point, Old Point Comfort, lay Fort Monroe, which Union forces controlled for the duration of the war. The fort’s casemated batteries commanded all the approaches to Hampton Roads. The principal shipping channel lay between Fort Monroe and a small man-made stone island erected by Union forces. Known as Rip Raps, it was about a mile south of Fort Monroe, midway between it and the southern edge of the entrance to Hampton Roads, Willoughby’s Point. Union artillery at Rip Raps and at Fort Monroe entirely controlled the channel.

Two miles to the west of Willoughby’s Point at Sewell’s Point, the Confederates erected their own gun batteries to guard the mouth of the Elizabeth River, while Union guns protected the mouth of the Nansemond River.

The Hampton Roads area was first settled in May 1607 as a part of the Jamestown settlement. Three English ships first landed at Cape Henry on the Atlantic coast under orders of the London-based Virginia Company. Realizing that they were in a vulnerable location, however, the settlers moved westward until they located an island in a harbor that provided more shelter, which they called Jamestown Island. Hampton Roads received its distinctive name sometime in 1607. The place-name is derived in two parts: “Hampton” was the name of one of the founders of the Virginia Company, and “Roads” is a shortened version of the nautical term “roadstead,” indicating a place less sheltered than a harbor where ships may ride at anchor.

The Union used Hampton Roads to mass its blockading squadron after Virginia forces had taken possession of Norfolk and the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard on April 21, 1861. On August 3, 1861, Hampton Roads was the site of the war’s first balloon reconnaissance, which was sent aloft to evaluate Confederate batteries at Sewell’s Point. On March 8–9, 1862, Hampton Roads saw the first fight between two ironclads in history: CSS Virginia and USS Monitor. The battle was inconclusive. On February 3, 1865, near Fort Monroe in Newport News, Virginia, aboard the River Queen, U.S. president Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of State William H. Seward met with Confederate vice president Alexander H. Stephens, Senator M. T. Hunter, and Assistant Secretary of War John A. Campbell in a futile effort to negotiate an end to hostilities.
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Hampton Roads Peace Conference

Event Date: February 3, 1865

Abortive effort to bring about a negotiated end to the Civil War. The Hampton Roads Peace Conference took place aboard the side-wheel steamer River Queen near Fort Monroe (Newport News, Virginia) on February 3, 1865. The participants included President Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of State William Seward representing the United States and Vice President Alexander Stevens, Senator Robert M. T. Hunter, and Assistant Secretary of War John A. Campbell representing the Confederacy. The meeting lasted only four hours and produced no agreement.

The idea for the meeting originated with journalist and influential Republican political operative Francis P. Blair Sr., who opined that if the United States and the Confederate States of America banded together to militarily oppose the French intervention then under way in Mexico, the two sides might be able to attain a negotiated end to the Civil War. Blair also suggested that the United States might annex Mexico as well.

In late 1864, Blair secured Lincoln’s guarded permission to travel to Richmond and discuss with President Jefferson Davis a conference that might produce a negotiated settlement. Davis, like Lincoln, was skeptical but did not oppose a meeting because he knew that he might be able to use it for political advantage. Davis insisted that his delegates negotiate as if one nation were speaking to another, which Lincoln would dismiss out of hand because he refused to recognize the Confederacy as a sovereign nation. Despite his many misgivings, Lincoln acceded to the scheme and was clandestinely spirited out of Washington to Hampton Roads to meet with Confederate negotiators. Lincoln had a faint hope that a negotiated settlement might derail the demands of the Radical Republicans, who were clamoring for a punitive Reconstruction when the war ended.

When the conference began on February 3, Lincoln staked out his unequivocal conditions for a settlement. First, he quashed any talk of a joint attack on Mexico; second, he stated that no armistice would occur until the South laid down its arms; third, the Confederacy had to agree on unequivocal reunion and immediate emancipation; finally, he refused to enter into any formal treaty with the Confederacy. The Confederates were taken aback by Lincoln’s demands and promptly ended the discussion. Had they been open to further talks, however, they might have considered Lincoln’s rather generous terms for Reconstruction. A negotiated settlement would indeed have been far better than the unconditional surrender and the harsh Reconstruction that followed. Davis subsequently used Lincoln’s demands to rally his people, while many Radical Republicans excoriated Lincoln for what they believed were his far-too-generous Reconstruction terms.
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Hampton-Rosser Cattle Raid

Start Date: September 14, 1864

End Date: September 17, 1864

Confederate cattle raid orchestrated by Major General Wade Hampton in the vicinity of Petersburg, Virginia. By the late summer of 1864, the Union investment of Petersburg had tightened considerably. Food had become scarce for both local residents and the besieged Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. While on a routine reconnaissance mission on September 5, Confederate cavalry scout Sergeant George D. Shadburne noted the presence of a herd of 2,500–3,000 cattle at a poorly defended corral at Coggins Point, along the James River’s south bank some six miles from the Federals’ headquarters at City Point. When Hampton received this news, he immediately laid out a plan to seize the herd and drive it into Confederate lines.

Shortly after midnight on September 14, Hampton and Shadburne led some 4,000 cavalrymen on the raid. The force soon split, with a number of Confederates diverting the Federals’ attention by engaging them in skirmishes. Meanwhile, Hampton led raiders toward the southwest, away from the Union lines. Taking a number of diversionary routes, Hampton’s men had reached Rowanty Creek by sundown and briefly rested. In the predawn hours of September 15, Hampton’s men were again on the move. By late that evening, they had taken up positions about four miles from Coggins Point and prepared to strike early the following morning. Hampton charged Brigadier General Thomas L. Rosser with launching the first raid against Union defenders.

At about 5:00 a.m. on September 16, Rosser’s brigade caught the 1st D.C. Cavalry by surprise, wounding, capturing, or killing 219 Union troops. After briefly regrouping, Rosser launched a second attack against the 13th Pennsylvania Cavalry, charged with protecting the herd. The Union regiment contained barely 150 men, most of whom were quickly cut down. Confederate forces now secured the herd, cut telegraph wires, seized as many supplies as they could carry, and marched toward the southwest.

The Confederate column was more than seven miles long, including the cattle. Union forces, at first incredulous at the audacious Confederate raid, were slow to respond, and by the time they did, it was too little too late. Rosser engaged in an hour-long fight with Union cavalry at Ebenezer Church that afternoon while Hampton continued on with the cattle. Marching all night, the Confederates reached their lines at about 9:00 a.m. on September 17. They suffered just 61 killed or wounded in one of the largest cattle raids in U.S. history.
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Hancock, Cornelia

Birth Date: February 8, 1840

Death Date: December 31, 1926

Abolitionist, nurse, and reformer. Cornelia Hancock was born on February 8, 1840, in Salem County, New Jersey, into a Quaker family with strong abolitionist beliefs. Hancock’s desire to serve the Union was initially sidetracked by nursing superintendent Dorothea Dix. In July 1863 Dix refused to allow Hancock to sign on as a nurse for the Union Army, explaining to her that she was too young and too pretty. Dix wanted only plain, married, or widowed women over the age of 30. The 23-year-old Hancock was undeterred, however.

That same month, Hancock boarded a train bound for Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, where she met up with her brother-in-law, Dr. Henry T. Child, a physician with the 2nd Pennsylvania Regiment. Hancock thereafter traveled extensively during the war, serving in several hospitals in Pennsylvania and Virginia. Much of her work involved obtaining medical supplies and helping in the hospital kitchens. Toward the end of the war, she helped black refugees in Washington, D.C., serving as a nurse and helping them secure shelter and food.

Hancock’s work did not end with the fall of Richmond in April 1865. In 1866 she founded a school for former slaves in South Carolina. Hancock and Laura Towne, with the support of the Philadelphia Friends Association for the Aid and Elevation of the Freedmen, opened the Laing School in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, just north of Charleston. Hancock taught there for 10 years and also served as principal until 1875. In 1878 she helped establish a children’s aid society in Pennsylvania and the Society for Organizing Charity. Six years later, Hancock began settlement work in Philadelphia in a rundown neighborhood called Wrightsville.

In her later years, Hancock moved to Atlantic City, New Jersey, where she died on December 31, 1926.
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Hancock, Winfield Scott

Birth Date: February 14, 1824

Death Date: February 9, 1886

Union officer. Winfield Scott Hancock was born on February 14, 1824, in Montgomery County near Harristown, Pennsylvania. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1844 and was assigned to the 6th Infantry Regiment as a brevet second lieutenant. Advanced to full second lieutenant (June 1846), Hancock fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and received a brevet promotion to first lieutenant for his role in the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco (August 19–20, 1847), when he was wounded in the knee.

Hancock then served in various posts. He was promoted to first lieutenant (January 1853) and then to captain (November 1855). He was then assigned to Florida, where he fought in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858). He was next assigned to Kansas and to Utah, where his 6th Infantry arrived after the so-called Mormon War had ended. Posted to California, he was serving there as chief quartermaster at Los Angeles when the Civil War began.

Called east, Hancock arrived in Washington, D.C., in the late summer of 1861, and on September 23 he was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers and given command of a brigade in Brigadier General William F. Smith’s division in the Army of the Potomac. Hancock fought with his brigade in Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), notably in the Battles of Williamsburg (May 5) and Seven Pines/Fair Oaks near Richmond (May 31–June 1). During the Battle of Antietam (September 17) when Major General Israel Richardson was mortally wounded in the fighting at Bloody Lane, Hancock replaced him as commander of the 1st Division of II Corps. Hancock performed well in the battle, plugging holes in the Union line. He was advanced to major general of volunteers on November 29, 1862.

Hancock’s division fought in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), taking part in the disastrous Union assault on the stone wall at Marye’s Heights, when he was wounded in the abdomen. At the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Hancock again performed with distinction, showing considerable initiative and directing a rearguard action that protected the remainder of the army as it withdrew. Later he testified before the congressional Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War that had the Army of the Potomac pushed forward at Chancellorsville, it would have been successful.

In June 1863, Hancock replaced Major General Darius Couch as commander of II Corps and played an important role in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). In the first day of fighting he took charge of the field and selected the strong defensive positions (the so-called Fishhook) from which Union forces would fight the battle.

On the second day of fighting (July 2), Hancock and his II Corps fought on the Union left on Cemetery Ridge. On July 3, Hancock’s men met the brunt of General Robert E. Lee’s last major effort of the battle, an assault of the Union center led by Major General George E. Pickett. Hancock rode his horse among his men, inspiring them and redirecting units to weak points in the line as necessary. Wounded when a bullet hit his saddle and forced pieces of it and a small nail into his thigh, he refused treatment until victory was ensured. Hancock’s role on the third day of fighting was crucial to the Northern victory.

Hancock never completely recovered from his wound, but he returned to active service with the Army of the Potomac in March 1864 to participate in the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12). His II Corps participated in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21). In the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12), Hancock’s corps suffered a disastrous rebuff when ordered to attack entrenched Confederate lines. Some 3,000 men of Hancock’s corps fell in the assault.
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Major general of volunteers Winfield Scott Hancock was one of the top field commanders in the Union Army during the Civil War, but he never fully recovered from a wound sustained in the July 1–3, 1863 Battle of Gettysburg. (Library of Congress)

Continued problems from the Gettysburg wound forced Hancock from the field, but he returned later in June to participate in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and take part in the Battle of Jerusalem Plank Road (June 21–23), the First Battle of Deep Bottom (July 27–29), the Second Battle of Reams Station (August 25), and the Battle of Boydton Plank Road (October 27–28). He was promoted to brigadier general in the regular army in August.

Health problems related to his Gettysburg wound forced Hancock to yield command of II Corps in November 1864. He then took station in the Washington, D.C., defenses, where he worked to build the Veteran Volunteer Reserve Corps before assuming command of the Middle Military Division. On March 13, 1865, Hancock was brevetted major general in the U.S. Army for his actions at Spotsylvania Court House.

Promoted to the full rank of major general in the regular army (July 26, 1866), Hancock assumed command of the Department of the Missouri that August. During 1866–1867 he was involved in operations against hostile Native Americans on the southern Plains. He then commanded the Fifth Military District of Louisiana and Texas (1867–1868). He next headed the Division of the Atlantic (1868–1869) before commanding the Department of Dakota (1869–1872). His final commands were those of the Military District of the Atlantic (1872–1876) and the Department of the East (1877–1886).

A popular Democrat, Hancock’s frequent clashes with Radical Republican politicians led him to accept the Democratic Party nomination for president in the 1880 election, but he lost a close race to Republican James A. Garfield. Hancock remained on active duty with the army and died at his headquarters on Governors Island in New York Harbor on February 9, 1886.
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Hanover, Battle of

Event Date: June 30, 1863

Engagement during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). Hanover is located in southern Pennsylvania near the Maryland border and about 54 miles northwest of Baltimore, Maryland. The fight at Hanover was the result of intersecting movements by Union and Confederate cavalry units. Major General J. E. B. Stuart’s three brigades of 6,000 horsemen had ridden behind the Union Army of the Potomac as the campaign unfolded, then crossed the Potomac River and headed north, hoping to link up with infantry units of General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia as it approached the Susquehanna River. Stuart’s men had captured a Union supply train of 125 wagons and brought it north across the Mason-Dixon Line into Pennsylvania. Stuart managed to evade northward-moving Union infantry and cavalry as he moved into Pennsylvania. He hoped to ride into Hanover and then head due north to rejoin Lee’s army.

However, by the time Stuart’s advance reached Hanover on June 30, Union horsemen were seen riding north into town. Virginia and North Carolina regiments then charged into the Union rear guard of the 18th Pennsylvania Cavalry, pushing it north into the streets of Hanover. The Union cavalry belonged to Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick’s 3rd Cavalry Division of the Army of the Potomac. His 2nd Brigade commander, Brigadier General Elon J. Farnsworth, turned his other units around and counterattacked, driving the Confederates south of the town. Charging Union troopers almost captured Stuart himself. He jumped his horse across a 15-foot-wide water-filled ditch to escape.

Kilpatrick arrived on the scene and assisted Farnsworth by organizing three regiments to defend Hanover. Units from his 1st Brigade, commanded by Brigadier General George A. Custer, arrived to bolster the Union line, which was supported by two batteries of artillery on a hill north of town. Stuart, meanwhile, deployed more of his regiments as his wagon train moved east of Hanover to evade capture, and his horse artillery batteries unlimbered to fire at the Union defenders.

During the artillery duel, Custer dismounted the 6th Michigan and sent it forward to attack the Confederate guns, but the Michiganders were repulsed. For the rest of the afternoon, the cannonade continued and dismounted skirmishers clashed, but no major action took place. Stuart, low on ammunition, broke off the engagement after dark and moved his men to the northeast. Stuart’s men had sustained at least 117 casualties, while Kilpatrick’s division suffered 213. The action at Hanover, with only 350 total casualties, delayed Stuart’s horsemen from reaching Lee’s army until late on July 2 during the Battle of Gettysburg. Without cavalry, Lee’s army was moving blind and blundered into the major battle that ultimately decided the campaign.
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Hanover Court House, Battle of

Event Date: May 27, 1862

Engagement during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Also known as the Battle of Slash Church, the Battle of Hanover Court House occurred in Hanover County, Virginia. Major General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac of 105,000 men had moved slowly up the Virginia Peninsula formed by the York and James Rivers, pushing 60,000 Confederates back across the Chickahominy River and into the Richmond defenses. Spring rains had turned much of the area into swamps, and Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s men had destroyed most of the Chickahominy bridges.

McClellan now built up his strength in the northern part of the front. This was so that he could use the Pamunkey River, which roughly paralleled the Chickahominy, to turn Johnston’s left flank but also to enable him to link up with reinforcements in the form of Major General Irvin McDowell’s large I Corps, expected to move south from Fredericksburg. By late May, McClellan had established supply points on the Pamunkey, and Union engineers had bridged the Chickahominy in a number of places. Two-thirds of the Union army was now north of that river, and one-third was south of it.

Receiving an unfounded report that 17,000 Confederates were moving to Hanover Court House north of Mechanicsville, McClellan was immediately concerned for the anticipated linkup with McDowell and was also concerned that his own right flank might be turned. A cavalry reconnaissance placed the number of Confederates at only some 6,000 men, but this was still cause for concern, and McClellan ordered Major General Fitz John Porter, commander of the newly established V Corps, northward to deal with the Confederate threat.

Porter departed at 4:00 a.m. on May 27 with some 12,000 men. Actual Confederate strength consisted of about 4,000 men in three North Carolina infantry regiments and one Virginia infantry regiment, all under Colonel Lawrence O’Bryan Branch. The men had been dispatched to protect the Virginia Central Railroad, a key Confederate supply line running east from Staunton in the Shenandoah Valley and then circling in from the north to the capital. The Confederates established a defensive position at Peake’s Crossing near Slash Church, some 4 miles southwest of Hanover Court House. A second Confederate brigade was 10 miles to the north at Hanover Junction.

Porter’s men arrived at Peake’s Crossing near noon on May 27 in a heavy rain and had soon driven the heavily outnumbered Confederates up the road toward Hanover Court House. Assuming that the bulk of Confederates were at Hanover Court House, Porter proceeded in that direction, leaving only three regiments to guard the intersection. Branch also erred, making the assumption that the force Porter left behind was smaller than was actually the case. Branch attacked, and the Union troops suffered heavy casualties before Porter quickly detached two other regiments to join the fight to the south. Their arrival broke the Confederates, who withdrew back through Peake’s Crossing to Ashland. Union forces suffered 62 killed, 223 wounded, and 70 missing or captured; Confederate losses were 73 dead, 192 wounded, and 730 captured by Porter’s cavalry.

McClellan trumpeted a major victory over “superior numbers,” but in fact the battle had no lasting significance, because on receiving word of the defeat of Union forces under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks in the First Battle of Winchester (May 25, 1862), President Abraham Lincoln recalled McDowell’s corps to Fredericksburg, and the Union control of the road south was unnecessary. The most important effect of the Battle of Hanover Court House was that it had caused McClellan to shift additional forces northward, thus rendering his units south of the Chickahominy more vulnerable to an attack by Johnston, which occurred in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862).
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Hanson, Roger Weightman

Birth Date: August 27, 1827

Death Date: January 4, 1863

Confederate officer. Roger Weightman Hanson was born on August 27, 1827, in Winchester, Kentucky. He served as a lieutenant in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), participated briefly in the California Gold Rush in the late 1840s, and then returned to Kentucky, where he studied law and began a law practice. He served two terms in the Kentucky legislature (1853–1857) and was a Unionist until shortly before the Civil War began.

Hanson was a colonel in the Kentucky State Guard by 1860, and the following year he decided to cast his lot with the Confederacy. In the summer of 1861 he went south to Tennessee, where he entered Confederate service as colonel of the 2nd Kentucky Infantry Regiment. Hanson’s regiment performed well during the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), but he was taken prisoner there and not exchanged until August 1862.

Upon his release, Hanson received command of the celebrated Orphan Brigade. He ably led a brigade under General Braxton Bragg in the autumn of 1862, participating in a feint on Nashville in November and the taking of Hartsville, Tennessee, in early December. Hanson was advanced to brigadier general on December 13, 1862, and was detailed to Major General John C. Breckinridge’s command. On the last day of fighting in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), Hanson was gravely wounded. He died at a field hospital near the battlefield on January 4, 1863.
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Hardee, William Joseph

Birth Date: November 10, 1815

Death Date: November 6, 1873

Confederate officer. William Hardee was born in Savannah, Georgia, on November 10, 1815. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of dragoons and sent to Europe to study cavalry tactics. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1839 and to captain in 1844, during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) he served under Major Generals Zachary Taylor and Winfield Scott. After the war, Hardee worked on a number of projects and in 1855 was promoted to major in the new 2nd Cavalry Regiment under Colonel Albert S. Johnston and Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Lee.

In 1855 Hardee published the Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics for the Exercise and Maneuvers of Troops When Acting as Light Infantry or Riflemen. The book, known as Hardee’s Tactics, became the standard reference guide for infantrymen in both the Union Army and the Confederate Army during the Civil War. Hardee was commandant of cadets at West Point from 1856 to 1861. He resigned his army commission as a lieutenant colonel after his home state of Georgia seceded from the Union. Although entering the Confederate Army as a colonel, he was promoted to brigadier general by June 1861. In October 1861 he was advanced to major general, and in October 1862 he became a lieutenant general.

Hardee spent most of the war fighting with the Confederate Army of Tennessee. A thorough trainer, he was much admired by his men, who called him “Old Reliable.” Hardee’s first assignment was to organize an Arkansas brigade. He commanded a corps at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and was wounded in the arm.
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William J. Hardee from Georgia was one of the most respected officers of the antebellum U.S. Army and author of a widely acclaimed infantry manual that became a standard text for both sides in the Civil War. Hardee spent most of the war serving in the Confederate Army of Tennessee. Highly regarded by his men, who called him “Old Reliable,” Hardee rose to the rank of lieutenant general. (Library of Congress)

Not impressed with General Braxton Bragg as a commander, Hardee commanded the left wing of Bragg’s army in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). In his most successful battle, the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), Hardee’s II Corps carried out a major surprise attack that almost defeated Union forces under Major General William S. Rosecrans. Hardee briefly commanded the Confederate Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana, then returned to Bragg’s command to take over command of Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk’s corps besieging Chattanooga, Tennessee. Hardee’s corps was forced to withdraw when Union troops under Major General George H. Thomas assaulted Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). One of Hardee’s divisions then served as the Confederate rear guard. Hardee was one of a group of Confederate officers who finally convinced Confederate president Jefferson Davis to remove Bragg from command. Hardee then declined Davis’s offer to head the army.

After General Joseph E. Johnston took command, Hardee continued in command of his corps for the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), during which he turned in a series of lackluster performances. Hardee had no confidence at all in Johnston’s replacement, General John Bell Hood, however, and requested a transfer. From October 1864 to February 1865, Hardee commanded the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. Although unable to stop Union major general William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864), Hardee was able to evacuate Confederate troops from Savannah before the Union occupation of the city. Hardee’s troops then withdrew into North Carolina, where they joined Johnston’s forces. Hardee’s last battle was the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865) in North Carolina, where his only son was killed in battle. Hardee surrendered to Union forces at Greensboro on April 26, 1865.

After the war, Hardee retired to his wife’s Alabama plantation. He then moved his family to Selma, where he was in the warehousing and insurance business. He was then president of the Selma & Meridian Railroad. Hardee became ill at his family’s summer home in White Sulphur Springs, Virginia, and died in Wytheville, Virginia, on November 6, 1873.
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Hardee’s Tactics

Popular name for the U.S. Army manual officially titled Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics for the Exercise and Maneuvers of Troops When Acting as Light Infantry or Riflemen. The manual was written by Major William J. Hardee in 1855. Two years earlier, Secretary of War Jefferson Davis had asked the Georgia-born Hardee, who had graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and had 15 years of line experience (he became a lieutenant general in the Confederate Army during the Civil War), to draw up a manual for infantry tactics that would take into account the greatly increased effective range of the new rifled musket. Hardee submitted his work to the War Department the next year, and it was then approved and published under government subsidy in 1855. Hardee’s Tactics replaced the Infantry Tactics of 1846, drawn up by Major General Winfield Scott. During the Civil War, Hardee’s manual was easily the best-known and most widely used text on infantry tactics and was employed by both Union and Confederate forces. Hardee based his work largely on a French manual, Ordonance du roi sur l’exercise et les manoeuvres des battallons de chausseurs à pied, published in 1848.

Hardee endeavored to meld traditional infantry tactics with the revolution in warfare that had occurred with the introduction of the rifled musket. Specifically, he sought to increase the speed at which soldiers could march and maneuver on the battlefield in order to lessen the time they would be exposed to enemy fire.

Hardee’s Tactics called for an increase in the length of the march step and quickened the rate of the infantry’s standard march. The greatest innovation, however, was to increase an infantryman’s fastest rate of march from 165 steps per minute to 180 steps on a stride of 33 inches. This new march rate was dubbed the “double quick.” In addition, the manual detailed how a unit could move from line of march into firing position without halting. The manual also called for speed in other areas, including cutting the number of steps needed to reload a weapon from 12 to 9. The goal was to use the increased firepower offered by the rifle more efficiently, and Hardee called for fire to be massed in an attack. Finally, the manual mandated greater cohesion within a battalion by grouping men by fours. These groups, called comrades in battle, were to serve in the firing line together as well as to skirmish together when the battalion was spread out on the battlefield.

Regardless of how quickly the soldiers reached the battlefield, the actual tactics of battle remained the same. Soldiers fired by rank, separated in line by a mere 13 inches. The greater accuracy of the rifle and the increased rate of fire basically ensured the tremendous casualties that typified Civil War battles. Hardee’s manual failed to overcome this, but it was certainly an improvement on Scott’s earlier work. Hardee’s work was widely disseminated and was influential during the Civil War. More than a dozen variants of the manual appeared during the conflict.

ROBERT H. CLEMM AND SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Armies of the Confederate States, Overview; Armies of the United States, Overview; Hardee, William Joseph; Infantry Tactics

Further Reading

Griffith, Paddy. Battle Tactics of the Civil War. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1989.

Hagerman, Edward. The American Civil War and the Origins of Modern Warfare. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1988.

Hardee, William J. Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics for the Exercise and Maneuvers of Troops When Acting as Light Infantry or Riflemen. Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo, 1855.

Wood, W. J. Civil War Generalship: The Art of Command. Westport, CT: Praeger, 1997.

_______________________

Hardeman, William Polk

Birth Date: November 4, 1816

Death Date: April 8, 1898

Confederate officer. William Polk Hardeman was born on November 4, 1816, in Williamson County, Tennessee, but moved to Texas as a young man. There he fought in the Texas War of Independence (1835–1836). He later served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), after which he became a planter. In 1861 he entered Confederate service as a captain in the 4th Texas Cavalry. He subsequently participated in Brigadier General H. H. Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign (November 1861–May 1862) and performed effective service at the Battle of Val Verde (February 21, 1862). Hardeman was soon advanced to lieutenant colonel, and by the end of 1862 he had been promoted to colonel.

In mid-1863 Hardeman received temporary command of a brigade, which he commanded during numerous engagements in Louisiana. The following year, again leading his regiment, he fought in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Hardeman was conspicuous at the Battles of Mansfield (April 8) and Pleasant Hill (April 9). General Edmund Kirby Smith recommended Hardeman for advancement to brigadier general on October 28, 1864, and the commission became official on March 17, 1865. At war’s end, Hardeman was commanding a cavalry brigade in the Trans-Mississippi theater.

Hardeman returned to his Texas home after the war, resuming life as a planter. He was also a railroad inspector and operated the Texas Confederate Soldiers’ Home. Hardeman died in Austin, Texas, on April 8, 1898.
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Hardie, James Allen

Birth Date: May 5, 1823

Death Date: December 14, 1876

Union officer. James Allen Hardie was born in New York City on May 5, 1823, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843. A career officer, Hardie served in California during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a major of New York Volunteers, taught at West Point, and was a participant in numerous campaigns against Native Americans in the West. Hardie’s forte was staff work, and he served as an aide to Brigadier General John E. Wool prior to the Civil War, becoming a captain in 1857.

On September 28, 1861, Hardie was appointed lieutenant colonel of volunteers and additional aide-de-camp and began serving on Major General George B. McClellan’s staff. As such, Hardie was with McClellan during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Hardie kept his staff position when Major General Ambrose Burnside replaced McClellan. At the cataclysmic First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) in which Union forces suffered 12,563 casualties, Hardie did an admirable job of keeping Burnside apprised of military movements on the Union’s left flank. Indeed, Hardie’s reports were so thorough and accurate that Burnside and Major General William B. Franklin used them practically verbatim as evidence of the mistakes made during the defeat.

On November 29, 1862, Hardie received a promotion to brigadier general of volunteers, but his name was never submitted to the U.S. Senate for confirmation, and on January 22, 1863, his promotion was rescinded by the War Department. The following month he was promoted to the regular rank of major, and he became assistant adjutant general of the army. As such, he performed special duties for the remainder of the war. These included carrying the secret orders replacing Major General Joseph Hooker with Major General George Meade during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). Hardie received promotion to the rank of colonel and inspector general in March 1864. In 1865 he was brevetted brigadier general and, finally, major general.

After the war Hardie remained with the army, serving as one of four inspector generals. While his 37-year service with the army was distinguished for his staff and managerial skills, Hardie never moved into the upper echelons of the service because he had very limited combat experience. Hardie died in Washington, D.C., still on active duty, on December 14, 1876.
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Hardin, Martin Davis

Birth Date: June 26, 1837

Death Date: December 12, 1923

Union officer. Martin Davis Hardin was born on June 26, 1837, in Jacksonville, Illinois, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1859. Commissioned in the artillery, he was posted to the Pacific Northwest. On May 14, 1861, Hardin was advanced to first lieutenant and became a staff officer for Colonel Henry Hunt. Hardin saw combat during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862).

Hardin entered the volunteer organization on July 8, 1862, as lieutenant colonel of the 12th Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry, which he led ably at the Battle of Groveton (August 28, 1862) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). Twice wounded during the latter engagement, he was promoted to colonel on September 1, 1862. He subsequently had temporary command of two brigades before leading the 12th Pennsylvania at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Hardin’s solid performance at Gettysburg brought him a brigade command soon thereafter. He led the brigade during the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863) before being ambushed and badly wounded by Confederate guerrillas near Catlett’s Station, Virginia, in December. His left arm was subsequently amputated, and he was unable to return to his command until the spring of 1864. He was again wounded at the Battle of the North Anna River (May 23–26, 1864). Out of action for several weeks, he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on July 2, 1864, and was placed in command of the northern defenses of Washington, D.C. Hardin saw action during Early’s Washington Raid (June 23–July 12, 1864).

At war’s end, Hardin was brevetted brigadier of regulars. He remained in the regular army and was appointed major of the 43rd Infantry in 1866, transferring to the 1st Infantry in 1869. Still suffering from his war-related wounds, he retired in 1870 with the rank of brigadier general. He subsequently studied law and became a successful attorney in Chicago. Hardin died on December 12, 1923, in St. Augustine, Florida.
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Hardtack

Cracker or thin biscuit made of unleavened flour and water that was a staple in the diets of both Union and Confederate soldiers in the field. “Tack” was British sailors’ slang for food; “hard” referred to the physical characteristic of the biscuit, which was usually stiff owing to the unleavened flour used to make it. Hardtack was purchased in bulk by both the Union Army and the Confederate Army and was usually no more than a quarter-inch thick and three inches square. It was usually soaked in grease or another liquid to make it more palatable.

Because it was relatively impervious to moisture, heat, and cold, hardtack did not become stale or develop mold or other problems. It had a lengthy shelf life, so much so that soldiers groused that their hardtack must surely have come from unused Mexican-American War rations. Sometimes insects infested hardtack. The pests would often not manifest themselves until a soldier dipped his hardtack in coffee or some other beverage, at which time the insects—mainly weevil larvae—would float to the top. Soldiers would them skim off the insects and consume the hardtack. Soldiers on both sides universally detested hardtack, which they derisively called “worm castles,” “teeth-dullers,” and “army bread.”

Hardtack or derivatives of it were in fact used for centuries prior to the Civil War. Written accounts suggest that ancient Egyptian and ancient Roman mariners used it aboard ships. Hardtack was used well into the 20th century and was a staple of disaster rations that were placed in many fallout shelters in the post–World War II years. Today variants of hardtack are still produced, but modern technology has made them far more nutritious, with the addition of protein, vitamins, and other dietary necessities.
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Harker, Charles Garrison

Birth Date: December 2, 1835

Death Date: June 27, 1864

Union officer. Charles Garrison Harker was born on December 2, 1835, in Swedesboro, New Jersey. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1858. By early 1861, he was a first lieutenant in the 15th U.S. Infantry Regiment and was in charge of training recruits.

On October 24, 1861, Harker was advanced to captain, and on November 11 he entered the volunteer army as colonel of the 6th Ohio Infantry Regiment. He saw combat at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862), the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862), and the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). At the latter engagement, Harker’s performance is credited with having helped save the Union force from a rout.

During the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Harker’s regiment was again conspicuous, and he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers to date from September 20, 1863. He led a brigade in IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, during the battles for Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863). He then saw service in the opening stages of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Harker was killed on June 27, 1864, during the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain while leading an assault against entrenched Confederates.
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Harlan, James

Birth Date: August 20, 1820

Death Date: October 5, 1899

U.S. secretary of the interior (1865–1866). James Harlan was born in Clark County, Illinois, on August 20, 1820, but moved with his family to Indiana in 1824 and received some formal education at the local schools. A voracious reader, Harlan soon recognized that education was the key for personal success. He graduated from Indiana Asbury University (now DePauw University) and moved to Iowa City, Iowa, in 1845.

Harlan’s political career in Iowa’s state government began when he was elected superintendent of public instruction in 1847 as a Whig, but he lost a controversial reelection bid to Thomas Hart Benton. Following this defeat, Harlan worked as a merchant while studying law. He was admitted to the state bar in 1850 and soon distinguished himself in the courtroom.

Harlan’s activities within the Whig Party did not go unnoticed. In fact, in 1850 the 29-year-old Harlan was nominated as the Whig candidate for governor of Iowa. He declined the nomination, however, because the Iowa Constitution required that candidates for this office be at least 30 years of age. In 1852 Harlan campaigned hard on behalf of Whig candidate Winfield Scott for president, stumping in the state and emphasizing the attributes of the candidate and the party’s guiding principles, notably its commitment to internal improvements and a protective tariff. In spite of Harlan’s efforts, Scott was badly defeated. Harlan then served until 1855 as the first president of the Mount Pleasant Collegiate Institute (now Iowa Wesleyan University), in Mount Pleasant, Iowa.

Having now become a force in Iowa politics, Harlan moved onto the national political scene. He won a seat in the U.S. Senate in 1855 as a Free Soil candidate. However, his Democratic opponents asserted that Harlan had not been legally elected, and the Senate declared the seat vacant in 1857. Nonetheless, the Iowa legislature took up the matter and promptly awarded the seat to Harlan.

In the Senate, Harlan immediately distinguished himself as an antislavery Republican. He favored western development, the Homestead Act, and the Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act, and he did everything in his power to restrain and contain the spread of slavery. He also became a close adviser to and confidant of President Abraham Lincoln. In early 1865 after Harlan had served nearly eight years in the Senate, Lincoln appointed him secretary of the interior, a post he held for just 14 months. Harlan had numerous policy differences with Lincoln’s successor, President Andrew Johnson, and resigned his post. The Iowa legislature in 1867 reelected Harlan to the U.S. Senate, a seat he held until he was defeated for reelection in 1872. Harlan remained active in state and national politics and continued to serve the Methodist Church until his death in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, on October 5, 1899.

JEFFERY B. COOK

See also

Homestead Act; Johnson, Andrew; Lincoln, Abraham; Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act

Further Reading

Brigham, Johnson. James Harlan. Iowa City: State Historical Society of Iowa, 1913.

Donald, David. Lincoln. London: Jonathan Cape, 1995.

McPherson, James. Ordeal by Fire: The Civil War and Reconstruction. New York: Knopf, 1982.

_______________________

Harpers Ferry, Battle of

Start Date: September 12, 1862

End Date: September 15, 1862

Engagement during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862). As part of Confederate commander of the Army of Northern Virginia General Robert E. Lee’s invasion of the North, he detached a substantial portion of his force in three divisions to take Harpers Ferry, Virginia (now part of West Virginia). Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson and 11,500 men were to cross the Potomac River and attack Harpers Ferry from the west, while a column of 8,000 men under Major General Lafayette McLaws was to take the Maryland Heights and Brigadier General John G. Walker and 3,400 men were to secure Loudoun Heights, thereby commanding the town from the east and west. Lee wanted to capture the substantial stocks of arms and ammunition at the federal arsenal there but also needed to secure his flank and supply lines as he moved north and during his subsequent withdrawal. Although Lee was being pursued by Union forces under Major General George B. McClellan that outnumbered his own army by more than 2 to 1, Lee took the risky strategy of dividing his forces because he believed, correctly as it turned out, that McClellan would be slow to move and that he would have time to concentrate his forces before the major confrontation with McClellan could occur.

McClellan had requested that the Harpers Ferry garrison of 14,000 men under Colonel Dixon S. Miles be added to his own forces, but Union general in chief Major General Henry W. Halleck refused, expecting Miles to be able to hold. Miles should have been able to do so, but apparently taking his orders “to hold the town” literally, he insisted on keeping most of his men together near the town rather than positioning them to hold the critical high ground that commanded it. Also, many men in the garrison were poorly trained.

The first Confederates arrived on September 12, and inconclusive skirmishing occurred over the weakly defended Maryland Heights. Major Confederate attacks the next day gave the Confederates that commanding position. The last Confederate troops came up that afternoon and occupied the undefended positions west and south of the town. Jackson carefully positioned his artillery around Harpers Ferry and ordered Major General A. P. Hill to prepare to attack the Union left.

Meanwhile, Miles rejected suggestions advanced by Colonel Benjamin F. Davis and other subordinate commanders that they attempt a breakout on the night of September 14. Davis was determined to try nonetheless, with or without orders, and succeeded in breaking free that night with 1,400 cavalrymen.

By the morning of September 15, Jackson had some 50 guns in position on the Maryland Heights and at the base of Loudoun Heights. After the artillery barrage began and just before the infantry attack could occur, Miles decided that the situation was hopeless and ordered a surrender. Before he could personally do so, he was struck and mortally wounded by an artillery shell (he died the next day). Union losses in the fighting were 44 killed and 173 wounded. The Confederates suffered 39 killed and 247 wounded. At Harpers Ferry, Jackson took 12,419 prisoners, 13,000 small arms, 73 cannon, 200 wagons, and considerable stocks of military equipment in what was the largest Union surrender of the war.

Leaving a division to guard the prisoners and equipment, Jackson then proceeded by forced marches with the rest of his men to join Lee at Sharpsburg, Maryland, arriving there in time to participate in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862).
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Harpers Ferry, Virginia

Strategic town located in western Virginia (after June 1863 in northeastern West Virginia), situated at the juncture of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers. Prior to the Civil War, Harpers Ferry was known as the locale of John Brown’s October 16–18, 1859, raid and for the federal arsenal there. Around 1750, Robert Harper received a land grant near the town’s present location and in 1761 established a ferry service across the Potomac. In 1799 the U.S. government established an arsenal at Harpers Ferry, which by 1861 had produced more than 600,000 muskets, rifles, and pistols for the U.S. Army and Navy. When Virginia seceded in April 1861, the federal garrison at Harpers Ferry attempted to destroy the arsenal and its machinery, but locals saved most of the equipment, which the Confederates moved to Richmond.

Because of Harpers Ferry’s strategic location, both Union and Confederate troops frequently moved through the town, which changed hands eight times during the war. On September 15, 1862, Confederate major general Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson captured the town to secure the Confederate left flank as General Robert E. Lee advanced toward Sharpsburg, Maryland. On June 20, 1863, the western counties of Virginia, which included Harpers Ferry, seceded from Virginia and became the state of West Virginia, under Union control.

Confederate guerrilla leader Lieutenant Colonel John S. Mosby staged a daring raid on the outskirts of Harpers Ferry on October 13, 1864, after his men damaged the rail line leading into the town. A train passing over the sabotaged tracks in the predawn hours of October 13 partly derailed, and Mosby’s men proceeded to rob the passengers of their personal effects and also pilfered the train’s baggage car. Mosby’s raid netted the Confederate guerrillas some $173,000 in cash, which they quickly spirited away.
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Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, in 1865. (Library of Congress)
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Harpers Ferry, Virginia, John Brown’s Raid on

Start Date: October 16, 1859

End Date: October 18, 1859

Attack by abolitionist John Brown against the U.S. arsenal in Harpers Ferry, Virginia (present-day West Virginia). By 1859 Brown, perhaps the nation’s most radical of abolitionist leaders, had concluded that if slavery was to be ended in the United States, it would have to be through violence rather than legal or legislative means. He had long believed that Southern slaves eagerly awaited an opportunity to revolt and as early as 1857 had identified Harpers Ferry as an excellent place to launch a slave insurrection.

In June 1858, Brown sent his associate John Cook to Harpers Ferry to scout the area. Aside from the 100,000 muskets stored in the U.S. government arsenal there, the town was ill-suited as a base for a slave revolt. Situated on a point of land where the Shenandoah River meets the Potomac River and overlooked by towering heights, the town was a natural trap. Furthermore, of its 2,500 residents, half were free blacks, and there were only 88 slaves. Although nearly 600,000 slaves lived in nearby Maryland and Virginia, barely 18,000 lived in the six counties surrounding Harpers Ferry.

Brown and three associates arrived in Harpers Ferry in early July 1859 to consult with Cook and conduct their own reconnaissance. Brown then rented a house in Maryland seven miles from the town, where he finalized his plans. A trickle of recruits joined him, while his son John Brown Jr. shipped them a quantity of rifles.

Brown planned to seize the town and the federal arsenal, armory, and rifle factory. As news of his actions spread, he expected thousands of slaves and sympathetic whites to join him. Once they were armed, he would strike south across Virginia into Tennessee and Alabama, attracting more rebellious slaves and dispatching parties to spread the insurrection. The overwhelmed planters would be forced to free their slaves, but if opposition proved to be too strong, Brown planned to establish runaway slave communities in the mountains and hold out indefinitely.

After nightfall on October 16, Brown put his plan into action, leading 16 white and 5 black men into Harpers Ferry. They cut the telegraph wires and then captured the arsenal’s watchman, superintendent, armorer, and machinist, along with several townspeople. The plan, however, began to unravel shortly after midnight. Brown’s followers shot and wounded the arsenal’s relief watchman, stopped a train outside of town, and in the ensuing confusion killed the railroad station’s baggage master, a free black man. Brown eventually permitted the train to pass. Upon reaching Monocacy, Maryland, the train’s crew reported that a slave revolt was under way in Harpers Ferry.

As the assault began, gunshots had awakened the town’s residents. Some fled, but others armed themselves and fought Brown. By late morning on October 17, the residents had been reinforced by militia from Maryland and Virginia. Brown and his followers in town now had to take refuge in the armory’s rifle factory and fire engine house. Those men Brown had left to guard the bridges were driven off and joined Brown’s main party.

Realizing that he was trapped, Brown sent an emissary with an offer to release his 30 prisoners in exchange for permission to leave the town unharmed. This messenger was captured, and 2 other messengers, including Brown’s son Watson, were shot down under a flag of truce. Another of Brown’s followers was killed while fleeing. The raiders then shot 1 of the besiegers and Mayor Fontaine Beckham. Later in the day, townspeople and militia stormed the rifle factory. The 3 raiders there ran for their lives; 2 were killed, and 1 was captured. A company of militia charged the engine house, broke open the windows, and released several captives.

When news of the raid reached Washington, D.C., on October 17, President James Buchanan ordered 90 marines to Harpers Ferry. He also sent Lieutenant J. E. B. Stuart to summon Colonel Robert E. Lee, on leave at home in Arlington, Virginia, to take command and suppress the uprising. The marines arrived during the night. On the morning of October 18, Lee sent Stuart to demand Brown’s unconditional surrender. When Brown insisted that he and his followers be allowed to leave, Stuart signaled the marines, who stormed the engine house. In the ensuing melee, Brown was wounded and captured, several raiders were killed, and the prisoners were freed. Altogether, 10 of Brown’s followers died, including his sons Watson and Oliver, along with 4 civilians and 1 marine. Eight raiders escaped, but 2 were soon captured.

Charged with murder, treason, and inciting a slave revolt, Brown was tried in Charles Town, Virginia, on October 27. He was found guilty and on December 2 was hanged. His actions inflamed existing tensions between the North and the South and helped to bring on the Civil War.
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Harper’s Weekly

Popular nationally circulated illustrated newspaper. Harper’s Weekly was begun in 1857 by Fletcher Harper, a principal in Harper and Brothers Publishing. It is not to be confused with Harper’s Monthly, also published by Harper and Brothers, which was a general-interest monthly periodical. Harper’s Weekly contained domestic and foreign news stories as well as poetry and fiction, including serializations of novels by well-recognized writers such as Wilkie Collins, Charles Dickens, and William Makepeace Thackeray. The newspaper sold for five cents per copy and was distributed each Saturday. During and after the Civil War, the price per copy rose to six cents, which was then considered a major price hike. The newspaper was an instant success, and by the eve of the Civil War in 1860, its circulation had topped 200,000.

For many years, Harper’s Weekly featured extensive illustrations made from woodcut engravings, many of which had been produced by well-known artists. This was in an era in which the technology for publishing photographs in print was not available. Many news items were accompanied by artists’ renderings of events, which meant that like the accompanying copy, they were subject to the biases and interpretations of the person producing them. Artists such as Henry Mosler, Alfred R. Waud, Theodore Davis, Livingston Hopkins, and Winslow Homer helped cement the newspaper’s reputation as a serious news outlet with superlative illustrations. Harper’s Weekly was also an outlet for humor, and soon it became known for politically oriented cartoons that often caricatured politicians and others in government service. Thomas Nast, who is considered the father of modern political cartoons, drew editorial and political cartoons for the newspaper for more than 25 years. His still-famous renderings of New York City mayor William Marcy “Boss” Tweed helped highlight the extent of graft and corruption in American politics.
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A Harper’s Weekly cover of March 19, 1864, featuring Union cavalry officer George A. Custer. (Library of Congress)

In the years prior to the Civil War, Harper’s Weekly took a decidedly neutral stance toward the issue of slavery, prompting some critics to label it Harper’s Weakly. However, when the war began in 1861, the newspaper became an avid supporter of the Union war program. Indeed, the paper’s news coverage and illustrations served as a powerful arm of the admittedly unorganized Union propaganda effort. Union soldiers were invariably pictured as heroic saviors; Confederates were usually pictured as unkempt shady characters. Many of the war illustrations printed between 1861 and 1865 remain today as important pieces of interpretative art. In 1862 when the newspaper ran a story detailing Confederate defenses at Yorktown, Virginia, and the position and strength of nearby Union forces, U.S. secretary of war Edwin Stanton was furious, ordering a suspension of the paper’s publication. Thanks to Fletcher Harper’s intervention, however, that order was quickly overturned. One of the chief rivals of Harper’s Weekly during the war was Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper.

Harper’s Weekly remained quite popular after the Civil War and became a powerful arbiter in American politics. Some labeled it the “president maker,” as its coverage and cartoons by Nast proved highly influential in presidential elections. Many credit Nast’s support of Grover Cleveland for his election success when he ran the first time in 1884.

Harper’s Weekly also covered the Indian Wars in considerable depth and ran hundreds of illustrations of Native Americans and battles between whites and Native Americans. Often the coverage was one-sided, portraying the Native Americans as unnecessarily hostile and cruel. On occasions, however, reporters and illustrators attempted to portray the plight of the Native American in a more sympathetic light.

Beginning in the 1880s, when news photography became profitable and competition increased dramatically, the newspaper began losing readership. Changing public tastes also led to its demise. Harper’s Weekly was absorbed by another newspaper, the Independent, in 1916.
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Harris, Elizabeth

Birth Date: ca. 1831

Death Date: June 12, 1891

Humanitarian, reformer, and Union nurse. Elizabeth “Eliza” Harris was born probably in 1831 in St. Athan, Glamorgan, Wales. Little is known of her early life or how she came to the United States. When the Civil War began in April 1861, Harris immediately began organizing soldiers’ hospitals in the Philadelphia area. Besides administering to sick and wounded soldiers, she worked tirelessly to improve conditions and patient care in Northern hospitals, sometimes encountering stiff opposition from the U.S. War Department.

As one of the early organizers of the Ladies’ Aid Society of Philadelphia, Harris acted as the group’s field correspondent, a task that required good organizational skills to distribute various supplies collected by the society. Recognizing her skills and determination, numerous soldiers’ aid societies in Pennsylvania also used her as a field representative. She was an agent for the U.S. Sanitary Commission and the U.S. Christian Commission.

During the course of the war, Harris paid visits to more than 100 hospitals, acting as a nurse and an advocate for better care. During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), she tended to soldiers in the field. She also served aboard a hospital transport in the wake of the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). She tended to the wounded in Maryland following the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862).

Harris traveled to Gettysburg in the immediate aftermath of the July 1–3, 1863, battle there, despite having been warned by the War Department not to go. From Gettysburg, she followed the troops into Tennessee, serving in the western theater from September 1863 to May 1864. In late 1864 and early 1865, Harris administered to fugitive slaves and white war refugees in Virginia, Tennessee, and North Carolina.

When the war ended, Harris returned to her home in Philadelphia, where her husband John Harris had a thriving medical practice. She continued to dabble in nursing and was involved in a number of civic and national reform causes before dying in Shenandoah (Schuylkill County), Pennsylvania, on June 12, 1891.
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Harris, Isham Green

Birth Date: February 10, 1818

Death Date: July 8, 1897

Governor of Tennessee (1857–1865) and Confederate officer. Isham Green Harris was born on February 10, 1818, in Tullahoma, Tennessee. He became a successful merchant by the late 1830s. After studying law in a local judge’s office, Harris was admitted to the Tennessee bar in 1841. A Democrat, he pursued a political career, first as a state senator in 1847 and then as a U.S. representative (1849–1853). He became governor of Tennessee in 1857, succeeding Andrew Johnson.

A staunch secessionist, Harris pointedly refused President Abraham Lincoln’s call for Tennessee volunteers in 1861. Tennessee seceded from the Union on June 8, and Harris furnished a total of 100,000 men for the Confederacy and directed troop movements before the Confederate Army took control of Tennessee’s defenses in September 1861. During the first year of the Civil War, Harris sought to suppress the strong Unionist majority in eastern Tennessee with violent crackdowns on dissenters.

[image: image]

Staunch secessionist Isham G. Harris was governor of Tennesee from 1857. Driven from the state by Union forces, from early 1863 he remained nominal Confederate governor but saw action as an army colonel in virtually all the subsequent major battles in the Western Theater. (Library of Congress)

When Union forces cut through middle and western Tennessee in the winter of 1862, Harris fled to Memphis, setting up a temporary government there. He was soon driven from the state, however. Although Andrew Johnson, now a Unionist senator, returned to the state to run the U.S. military government there, Harris remained Tennessee’s nominal governor until April 5, 1865.

Beginning in April 1862, Harris volunteered as aide-de-camp to Generals Albert Sidney Johnson, Braxton Bragg, Joseph E. Johnston, and John Bell Hood. Harris held the provisional rank of colonel. From the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) to the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864), Harris participated in every major engagement in the western theater except the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862).

After Union officials offered a $5,000 bounty for his capture in April 1865, Harris fled to England. In 1867 he returned to Memphis to practice law. Harris served as a U.S. senator from 1877 until his death in Washington, D.C., on July 8, 1897.
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Harris, Nathaniel Harrison

Birth Date: August 22, 1834

Death Date: August 23, 1900

Confederate officer. Nathaniel Harrison Harris was born in Natchez, Mississippi, on August 22, 1834. After graduating from the University of Louisiana (Tulane University) with a law degree, he established a practice in Vicksburg, Mississippi. In the winter of 1861 he organized an infantry company known as the Warren Rifles, which was a state militia unit mustered into service on May 8, 1861. By June 1, the unit had entered into Confederate service as Company C in the 19th Mississippi Infantry Regiment. Harris served as its captain.


The 19th Mississippi was sent north to Virginia but saw virtually no action until the spring of 1862. On March 5, 1862, Harris was promoted to major. He fought in the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862), garnering praise from his commanders. Harris participated in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), and the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862). His performance in the latter earned him promotion to lieutenant colonel. On April 2, 1863, now as a colonel, Harris took command of the regiment and led it during the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

On January 20, 1864, Harris was promoted to brigadier general and given charge of a brigade in what became Major General William Mahone’s division, III Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. On May 12 during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), Harris earned high praise for leading a vigorous counterattack that helped deny the Federals a clear-cut victory. Harris’s brigade also participated in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). On August 21, 1864, at Globe Tavern, Virginia, Harris’s brigade suffered a catastrophic casualty rate of more than 50 percent. The following spring, Harris was sent to Richmond, where he commanded the city’s inner defenses. He surrendered to Union forces at Appomattox Court House on April 12, 1865.

After the war, Harris resumed his law practice in Vicksburg and became the president of a Mississippi railroad. He later served as a land registrar in South Dakota before moving to San Francisco, where he became a successful businessman. Harris died in Malvern, England, on August 23, 1900, during a business trip.
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Harris, Thomas Maley

Birth Date: June 17, 1817

Death Date: September 30, 1906

Physician and Union officer. Thomas Maley Harris was born on June 17, 1817, in Wood City, Virginia, and became a physician in western Virginia (West Virginia). In 1861 he helped raise the 10th West Virginia Infantry Regiment, which was mustered into federal service in the autumn of 1861. Harris was elected its lieutenant colonel and advanced to colonel of the outfit on May 20, 1862.

The 10th West Virginia fought Confederate forces during Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) before being sent to far western Virginia in the winter of 1862, where it was attached to a brigade in VII Corps. For the better part of a year, Harris’s regiment engaged in numerous clashes with the Confederates, especially Partisan Rangers in the mountainous areas of what became West Virginia. In March 1864 Harris was given command of a brigade. By the late summer of 1864, he temporarily assumed a divisional command in VIII Corps but without commensurate rank.

Harris performed effective service during Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) and was conspicuous at the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864) and the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19). In December 1864 Harris’s command was sent to the Petersburg front as an independent division attached to XXIV Corps in the Army of the James. Harris protested and threatened to resign his commission when the division command was given to another officer, but he was convinced to remain in the army and was finally advanced to brigadier general of volunteers in March 1865. Harris saw action during the final engagements of the war in Virginia, including the Battle of Fort Gregg (April 2, 1865).

Brevetted major general of volunteers before war’s end, Harris was on the commission that tried the conspirators in the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln. Harris mustered out of the service in 1866. He later served a term in the West Virginia legislature and was adjutant general of West Virginia (1869–1870). He also practiced medicine until 1885 and wrote on numerous topics, mainly religious. Harris died on September 30, 1906, in Harrisville, West Virginia.
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Harrison, Benjamin

Birth Date: August 20, 1833

Death Date: March 13, 1901

Union officer and president of the United States. The grandson of President William Henry Harrison, Benjamin Harrison was born on August 20, 1833, in North Bend, Ohio. He graduated from Miami University in 1852 and was admitted to the Indiana bar in 1854. A firm antislavery advocate and loyal Republican, he was elected city attorney of Indianapolis in 1857, served as secretary to the Republican state central committee in 1858, and was elected reporter of the Indiana Supreme Court in 1860 and 1864.

In 1862 after joining the regiment as a lieutenant, Harrison quickly became colonel of the 70th Indiana Infantry, which spent much of late 1862 and all of 1863 on garrison and guard duty in Tennessee and Kentucky. In the spring of 1864, now in command of the 1st Brigade, 1st Division, XX Corps, Army of the Cumberland, Harrison led his men in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2). He saw action in numerous engagements, including the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15) and the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20), where he played a key role in repulsing the Confederate attack. Harrison’s last action came during the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864). He then returned to Indiana to help bolster the Republican Party’s fortunes there. Harrison was brevetted brigadier general of volunteers on March 22, 1865, and was officially mustered out on June 8, 1865.

After the war, Harrison became a successful corporate lawyer. After commanding the Indiana Militia during the national railroad strike in 1877 and playing a prominent role in ensuring the nomination of James Garfield for the presidency in 1880, Harrison was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1881. While serving in the Senate, he developed a reputation as a moderate, independent, and progressive legislator. He was defeated for reelection to the Senate in 1886 by a margin of 1 vote, but this did not end his political career. In 1888 Harrison was nominated as the Republican presidential candidate, and he went on to defeat President Grover Cleveland in the electoral college by 233 votes to 168, thus securing the presidency even though he lost the popular vote by 100,000 votes.

Although Harrison tried to establish cordial relations with Congress, his efforts to adopt a moderate position concerning civil service reform and his rather aloof personality alienated Republican Party leaders. Harrison worked diligently to overcome the administrative problems associated with the opening of the Oklahoma Territory to settlement in 1889 and strongly supported the Pan-American Congress conducted by Secretary of State James G. Blaine. A firm believer in the destiny of the United States to be a world power, Harrison took great pride in the steel ships constructed for the U.S. Navy during his administration.

Although Harrison was renominated in 1892, he lacked strong support inside his own party. His efforts to curtail patronage combined with the labor strife resulting from the Homestead strike, the rise in prices caused by the implementation of the McKinley Tariff, and the birth of the Populist Party doomed his campaign. The Democrats renominated Cleveland, who easily defeated Harrison.

After leaving the presidency, Harrison returned home to Indianapolis and, in semiretirement, led a vigorous law practice, arguing cases that took him before the U.S. Supreme Court. He also successfully defended Venezuelan claims against England in the final arbitration of an international boundary dispute at The Hague in 1899. Throughout the 1890s, he spoke on behalf of the Republicans in various election contests and wrote a series of articles about the nature of the federal government that were ultimately collected into the book This Country of Ours (1897). The book enjoyed wide circulation and booming sales for several decades. Harrison died in Indianapolis on March 13, 1901.
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Harrison, Henry Thomas

Birth Date: April 23, 1832

Death Date: October 28, 1923

Confederate officer and spy. Henry Thomas Harrison was born on April 23, 1832, near Nashville, Tennessee. Little is known of his early life. Often confused with the Civil War–era actor James Harrison, Henry Harrison served as a scout for the Confederate Army.

In April 1861, Harrison joined the Confederate Army as a lieutenant in the Satartia Rifles. A month later this volunteer unit from a small town near Vicksburg, Mississippi, joined the 12th Mississippi Regiment as its Company I. The 12th Mississippi was assigned to the northern border of Virginia in the autumn of 1861. Harrison began his scouting career there in September 1861, when he first went on detached service. In November 1861 he was discharged from the Confederate Army for medical reasons—a cover for his continued scouting and espionage.

By mid-1863, Harrison had become Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s most trusted scout. Harrison reported to Richmond in late February 1862 and was assigned to Longstreet in March 1863 and was then detached to serve under Major General Daniel Harvey Hill in North Carolina. Following Hill’s unsuccessful attack on New Bern, North Carolina (March 13–15, 1863), Harrison was captured. After the battle, a patrol of the 85th New York Regiment spotted him in civilian clothes watching them from a distance. Harrison made no attempt to get away when the Union troops arrested him. Harrison claimed that he had served six months in the 12th Mississippi before being medically discharged; he also maintained that he was in hiding, afraid of being conscripted back into the Confederate Army. Unable to penetrate Harrison’s cover, the Federals set him free in May.

Harrison is perhaps best known as the scout who identified the rapid approach of the Army of the Potomac to General Robert E. Lee, commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, before what became the critical Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Late on the evening of June 28, 1863, Harrison reported to Longstreet near Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and informed him of the positions (as of June 27) of two Union corps and the projected positions of five other corps. Harrison also disclosed that Major General George G. Meade had taken command of the Army of the Potomac.

Longstreet sent Harrison, with Major John W. Fairfax, to Lee with this information. Lee refused to hear the report of Longstreet’s scout but acted on the recommendation of Fairfax, Longstreet’s staff officer. That night Lee changed the order of march and set the Army of Northern Virginia on a collision course with the Army of the Potomac at Gettysburg.

Following the Confederate defeat at Gettysburg, Harrison continued to spy for the South in Washington, D.C.; New York; and southern Canada. After the Civil War, he tried his hand at prospecting in Montana and eventually settled in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he found employment as a detective. Harrison next settled in Covington, Kentucky, where he died on October 28, 1923.
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Harrison, James Edward

Birth Date: April 24, 1815

Death Date: February 23, 1875

Confederate officer. Born in Greenville District, South Carolina, on April 24, 1815, James Edward Harrison was the elder brother of future Confederate brigadier general Thomas Harrison. The family moved soon after the birth of James to Jefferson County, Alabama, and then around 1829 to Monroe County, Mississippi. There Harrison served two terms in the state legislature. As with his younger brother Thomas, James Harrison moved to Texas and settled near Waco. Fluent in Choctaw and Creek, Harrison in 1861 served as one of the commissioners treating with the Five Civilized Tribes in an effort to ally them with the Confederacy in event of war. He was then a delegate to the Texas Secession Convention.

Harrison entered Confederate service as a major in the 1st Texas Infantry Battalion. He became a lieutenant colonel in 1862, when the battalion was reorganized as the 15th Texas Infantry Regiment, which he helped raise. Harrison and his regiment served in the Trans-Mississippi Department under the command of Brigadier General Thomas Green in the Louisiana campaigning of 1863, mostly in scouting and skirmishing, although the 15th Texas was heavily engaged in September 1863 in operations along the Atchafalaya River. In early 1864 Harrison became colonel of the regiment and led it during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864).

Although not a brilliant commander, Harrison was appointed brigadier general to date from December 22, 1864, whereupon he took command of a brigade consisting of his own 15th Texas Infantry and the 17th Texas Infantry and the 22nd and 31st Texas Cavalry Regiments (dismounted). His brigade resisted surrender at the end of the war, voting their “unalterable determination never to yield.”

Following General Edmund Kirby Smith’s surrender of the Trans-Mississippi Department, Harrison returned to Waco, where he was a prominent figure in local affairs and in the Baptist Church. From 1861 to 1874 he was a trustee of Baylor University. Harrison died in Waco on February 23, 1875. The community of Harrison in McLennan County is named in his honor.
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Harrison, Thomas

Birth Date: May 1, 1823

Death Date: July 14, 1891

Confederate officer. Born in Jefferson County, Alabama, on May 1, 1823, Thomas Harrison was the brother of future Confederate brigadier general James E. Harrison. Thomas Harrison was raised in Monroe City, Mississippi. He subsequently moved to Texas, establishing a law practice there in 1843. Returning to Mississippi for a brief period, he served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and saw combat as a member of Colonel Jefferson Davis’s 1st Mississippi Rifles Regiment.

Returning to Texas, Harrison established permanent residence, first in the Houston area and then in Waco, where he became a prominent figure. He also served in the Texas state legislature. With the beginning of the Civil War, Harrison, who was a captain in the Texas Militia, entered Confederate service at the rank of major in the 8th Texas Cavalry, which became known as Terry’s Texas Rangers for its commander, Colonel Benjamin F. Terry. After service along the state’s western frontier, the regiment was ordered to Tennessee. Harrison fought in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Following the deaths of two of the regiment’s commanders and the promotion of a third, Harrison was promoted to colonel and became commander of the regiment on November 8, 1862.

Harrison’s regiment formed part of Major General Joseph Wheeler’s Cavalry Corps and took part in many of the cavalry engagements involving the Army of Tennessee, including the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863), and the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Beginning in July 1863, Harrison frequently commanded a cavalry brigade. In fact, he held brigade command for much of the rest of the war.

After the fall of Atlanta, Harrison took part in attempting to protect the countryside from Union forces under Major General William T. Sherman in the March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and the subsequent March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). On January 14, 1865, Harrison was promoted to brigadier general. He was with General Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee when it surrendered in North Carolina.

After the war Harrison returned to Waco, Texas, where he served for a time as district judge. He died in Waco on July 14, 1891.
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Harrison’s Landing Letter

Controversial and confidential letter written by Major General George B. McClellan on July 8, 1862. In late June 1862 as the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) was faltering badly, McClellan asked President Abraham Lincoln for his permission to provide the president with his views on how the remainder of the war should be fought. Lincoln agreed and planned a trip to McClellan’s headquarters at Harrison’s Landing, Virginia, to review the troops. McClellan set about writing the letter and presented it to Lincoln personally on July 8.

McClellan made several points in his letter. He advised Lincoln to adhere to conservative military and social policies and to eschew waging war against civilian populations and targets. McClellan believed that confiscation of private property, including slaves, must be avoided and that just compensation should be granted for escaped or runaway slaves. McClellan believed that abolition should be assiduously avoided lest Union troops be demoralized. He also counseled Lincoln to retain large armies instead of forming smaller ones under independent commands. Finally, McClellan urged the president to appoint a general in chief, hinting obliquely that McClellan himself might fill the position.

Lincoln dutifully read the letter and thanked McClellan but made no comment on it. About a week later, Lincoln did announce the creation of the position of general in chief position but named Major General Henry W. Halleck to the post. In fact, Lincoln had decided to do this before receiving McClellan’s letter.

McClellan’s detractors, who were now legion, pointed to the Harrison’s Landing Letter as another sign of his presumptuousness and lack of respect for the president. Radical Republicans lambasted the general, claiming that his letter was little more than a bid to attract Democratic votes for the forthcoming 1864 presidential election. It appears, however, that McClellan’s motives were sincere and that he believed that his prescriptions would result in a quick and just end to the war. Many historians later berated McClellan not so much for his letter but rather for the effrontery he displayed in offering advice on how to run the nation when he himself had proved incapable of running the war.
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Harrow, William

Birth Date: November 14, 1822

Death Date: September 27, 1872

Union officer. William Harrow was born in Winchester, Kentucky, on November 14, 1822. He studied law in Lawrenceville, Illinois, where he passed the bar exam and established a successful practice. He also served as an attorney on the Eighth Judicial Circuit. During the 1850s, Harrow moved his practice to Indiana.

Harrow joined the Indiana Militia as a captain in 1861. When his company entered federal service, he became a major in the 14th Indiana Infantry. Throughout the first year of the conflict, Harrow served in western Virginia. Promoted to lieutenant colonel in February 1862 and to colonel in April, he led the regiment during Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). After the opening clash of the campaign, Harrow was accused of drunkenness. He resigned from the army in July 1862 but returned to active duty as colonel of the 14th Indiana a month later.

His regiment, now with the Army of the Potomac, fought at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where it lost half its men as casualties, and at Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). In April 1863, Harrow was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers (to rank from November 29, 1862) and assigned to lead the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, in II Corps. At Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Harrow commanded the division during much of the battle and helped defend against Pickett’s Charge on the third day. After the battle, Harrow retained command of the division.

Soon questions resurfaced about Harrow’s ability to work cooperatively with his superiors, and in August he was relieved of his division command, at which point he submitted his resignation. President Abraham Lincoln, however, revoked the resignation. Ordered to the western theater, Harrow commanded the 4th Division, XV Corps, Army of the Tennessee, throughout the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and was heavily engaged in the Battles of Atlanta (July 22), Ezra Church (July 28), and Jonesboro (August 31–September 1). Despite a flawless record during the Atlanta Campaign, Harrow lost his command when his division was broken up following the fall of Atlanta in September 1864 and was left without an assignment for the duration of the war. He resigned his commission for a third time in April 1865.

Harrow returned to Indiana, continued to practice law, and dabbled in politics. While on the campaign trail for presidential candidate Horace Greeley, Harrow died in a train derailment in New Albany, Indiana, on September 27, 1872.
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Hart, John Elliott

Birth Date: 1820

Death Date: June 11, 1863

Union naval officer. John Elliott Hart was born in Schenectady, New York, in 1820. He received a midshipman’s warrant on February 23, 1841, and then served in the Brazil Squadron in the sloops Marion and John Adams until 1843 and aboard the frigate Constitution in its circumnavigation of the globe in 1846. Entering the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, in 1846, he graduated and was advanced to passed midshipman on August 10, 1847. Hart then served in the frigate St. Lawrence until 1850, in the side-wheeler gunboat Michigan on the Great Lakes during 1853–1854, and in the sloop Jamestown in the Africa Squadron, when he was promoted to master on September 14, 1855, and to lieutenant a day later. Following a leave of absence, in 1859 Hart was assigned to the screw sloop Iroquois in the Mediterranean.

During the first year and a half of the Civil War, Hart served in the sailing sloop Vincennes as executive officer and then in the sailing frigate Santee. Promoted to lieutenant commander on July 16, 1862, in October he was appointed commander of the large screw combatant Albatross in the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. From November 28 to December 8, 1862, during an expedition in St. Andrew’s Bay, Florida, his men destroyed a major saltworks. The Albatross also took part in the attacks on Port Hudson on March 14, 1862, and against Grand Gulf, Mississippi, on March 19.

On May 4, 1863, in the course of reconnoitering Fort DeRussy on the Red River, Hart’s ship engaged the Confederate steamers Grand Duke and Mary T, which were attempting to evacuate artillery and supplies. Although the Albatross fired 14 broadsides, it was badly damaged in the exchange of fire from the two ships as well as from Confederate cavalry ashore, being hulled 11 times and suffering two killed and four wounded before withdrawing. Hart subsequently claimed that he could have captured both ships had his signals for assistance been heeded by two nearby Union warships.

Apparently irrational from a fever, Hart committed suicide by shooting himself in his cabin in the Albatross near Port Hudson on June 11, 1863.
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Hartford, USS

U.S. Navy warship. Built in the Boston Navy Yard, the Hartford was laid down in January 1858, launched in November 1858, and commissioned on May 27, 1859. The sloop displaced 2,550 tons and measured 225′ between perpendiculars with a beam of 44′ and draft of 17′2″. Its fine hull lines resembled contemporary clipper ships, and its horizontal direct-acting engine provided a maximum speed of 9.5 knots, with sail adding 4 knots under favorable circumstances. Its original armament consisted of 16 IX-inch Dahlgren smoothbores carried in broadside on a single deck. This battery underwent frequent modification, especially by the addition of rifled pieces and pivot guns. In 1862, its armament was 20 IX-inch Dahlgrens, 2 4-inch (20-pounder) rifled Dahlgren boat howitzers, and 2 smoothbore 12-pounder Dahlgren boat howitzers.
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The U.S. Navy steam sloop Hartford served as Admiral David Glasgow Farragut’s flagship throughout the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

During the Civil War the Hartford saw considerable action, serving as David G. Farragut’s flagship at New Orleans, Vicksburg, and Port Hudson and in the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864). In these actions, the sloop engaged a variety of Confederate warships, including the Arkansas and Tennessee, often at point-blank range. To enhance its protection, the Hartford’s crew draped its sides with chain cables.

In the decade after the war, the warship served mostly with the Asiatic Squadron. During the early 1880s, the Hartford was modernized with compound engines, rapid-fire 5-inch guns, and an electric plant. Employed first as a training ship and then as a station ship at Charleston, South Carolina, it was reclassified at the end of World War II as a relic. Despite its extraordinary historical importance, it was allowed to deteriorate until it finally sank at its berth in the Norfolk Navy Yard on November 20, 1956.
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Hartranft, John Frederick

Birth Date: December 16, 1830

Death Date: October 17, 1889

Union officer. Born on December 16, 1830, in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, John Frederick Hartranft graduated from Union College (New York) in 1853. After working for two railroads, he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1860. In April 1861 Hartranft was commissioned colonel of the 4th Pennsylvania Infantry, a 90-day regiment. The regiment’s term of service expired on July 21, 1861, and most of the men voted to return home even as Union forces headed into battle at Bull Run. Hartranft remained on the field and served as a volunteer aide, for which he was awarded the Medal of Honor in 1886.

Hartranft then recruited a new unit, the 51st Pennsylvania, which he led in eastern North Carolina as well as at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Beginning in early 1863, he commanded a brigade. As part of IX Corps, Hartranft’s men took part in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). During the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863), Hartranft, although still a colonel, led a division.
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John F. Hartranft rose to be a major general of volunteers in the Union Army. At war’s end, as special provost marshal, he had charge of the Old Capitol Prison and supervised the July 7, 1865, hanging of the Lincoln assassination conspirators. Mustering out of the service thereafter, during 1873–1879 he was governor of Pennsylvania. (Library of Congress)

In command of a brigade in 1864, Hartranft led his men during the Overland Campaign (May–June 1864) and was finally promoted to brigadier general to date from May 12. When IX Corps was reorganized later that year, Hartranft received command of a new 3rd Division, which recaptured Fort Stedman on March 25, 1865. He was brevetted major general for this last engagement and participated in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865).

At war’s end, Hartranft, as special provost marshal, was placed in command of the Old Capitol Prison and supervised the hanging on July 7, 1865, of conspirators in the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln. After Hartranft’s discharge from service, he entered politics and was Pennsylvania’s auditor general (1865–1868) and governor (1873–1879). He also commanded the state militia (1879–1889) and was collector of the port of Philadelphia (1880–1889). Hartranft died there on October 17, 1889.
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Hartsuff, George Lucas

Birth Date: May 28, 1830

Death Date: May 16, 1874

Union officer. George Lucas Hartsuff was born at Tyre, New York, on May 28, 1830, but moved with his family to Michigan in 1842. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852. Posted to Fort Brown, Texas, he nearly died in a yellow fever epidemic in December 1853. Returning to active duty in June 1854, he was assigned to Fort Meade, Florida, with the 2nd Artillery. On December 20, 1855, Lieutenant Hartsuff was leading an 11-man reconnaissance party in Big Cyprus Swamp near Fort Myers when Seminoles under Chief Holata Micco (Billy Bowlegs) attacked. Four soldiers were killed, and Hartsuff was badly wounded with a bullet lodged in his chest and one arm broken, but he managed to escape death and reached Fort Drum three days later. This engagement marked the start of the Third Seminole War (1855–1858).

Hartsuff made a miraculous recovery and returned to service in February. In July 1856 he was assigned to Fort Columbus, New York, and from September 1856 to June 1859 he was an artillery instructor at West Point. He was then assigned to Fort Mackinac, Michigan. He was one of very few to survive the wreck of the steamer Lady Elgin, in which he was a passenger, on Lake Michigan on September 8, 1860.

Brevetted captain and assistant adjutant general on March 22, 1861, Hartsuff took part in the April expedition that reinforced Fort Pickens, Florida. He was then appointed assistant adjutant general under Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans in western Virginia. Hartsuff was eventually chief of staff of the Mountain Department. Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on April 15, 1862, he commanded a brigade in III Corps of the Army of Virginia. Commanding a brigade in I Corps, Army of the Potomac, Hartsuff sustained a severe wound in the hip at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and was subsequently brevetted colonel in the regular army for his role in this battle.

Advanced to major general of volunteers on November 19, 1862, Hartsuff returned to active duty as commander of XXIII Corps in the Army of the Ohio from May to September 1863, participating in Major General Ambrose E. Burnside’s Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). Periodic problems with his wounds caused him to alternate between field positions and court-martial and commission duties, however. Brevetted major general in the regular army on March 13, 1865, Hartsuff commanded Bermuda Hundred in the Army of the James (March–April 1865) and the District of Nottoway in the Department of Virginia (May–August 1865).

Hartsuff mustered out of volunteer service on August 24, 1865, but remained in the regular army as a lieutenant colonel and held administrative posts in the Adjutant General’s Department, the Department of the Gulf, the Fifth Military District, and the Division of the Missouri. He retired as a major general on June 29, 1871, because of his old war wounds. Hartsuff died in New York City on May 16, 1874.
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Harvey, Cordelia Perrine

Birth Date: December 7, 1824

Death Date: February 27, 1895

Union nurse and Sanitary Commission agent. After her birth on December 7, 1824, in Barre, New York, Cordelia Perrine moved with her family to near Kenosha, Wisconsin. While teaching school there, she met and married Louis P. Harvey. Mr. Harvey was elected secretary of state in 1859 and governor of Wisconsin in 1861. After Harvey’s untimely death on April 19, 1862, Cordelia Harvey cared for the sick and wounded soldiers of Wisconsin.

On September 10, 1862, Harvey was appointed Western Sanitary Commission agent at St. Louis. Her visits to Mississippi River hospitals located at Benton Barracks, Camp Girardeau, and Fifth Street revealed crowded and far from healthy conditions. She quickly telegraphed the Sanitary Commission, requesting food, medicines, and sanitary supplies.

Harvey’s letter to Wisconsin governor Edward Salomon in early 1863 urged him to establish a hospital for recuperating soldiers in the Memphis area. Inspections of hospitals at Corinth, Jackson, and LaGrange followed. Harvey’s visit with Major General Ulysses S. Grant at Vicksburg led to his order to remove patients with chronic dysentery to Northern facilities.

After recovering from a camp fever, Harvey traveled to Washington, D.C., to meet with President Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton in the autumn of 1863. The president agreed to build three hospitals in Wisconsin: the Harvey United States Army General Hospital in Madison, the Swift Hospital in Prairie du Chien, and an officers’ hospital in Milwaukee. Harvey soon returned to the front and served there for the remainder of the war.

In 1865 Harvey returned to Wisconsin with orphans of soldiers and secured title to three wings of the Harvey Hospital. The Wisconsin Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home was established on January 1, 1866, housing 85 children and eventually growing to a 300-child capacity. Harvey served as its superintendent from 1866 to 1874.

Harvey died on February 27, 1895, in Madison, Wisconsin.
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Harvey, Louis Powell

Birth Date: July 22, 1820

Death Date: April 19, 1862

Governor of Wisconsin (1862). Louis Powell Harvey was born on July 22, 1820, in East Haddam, Connecticut, but moved with his family to northern Ohio as a youth. He spent two years at Western Reserve College (1835–1837), but poor health forced him to leave school before receiving a degree. He then became a teacher in Kentucky and Cincinnati before moving to Kenosha, Wisconsin, where he founded an academy. Harvey also operated a mill and was a shopkeeper before becoming editor of the Southport American, a Whig newspaper, a post he held from 1843 to 1846.

Harvey soon caught the eye of local Whigs and subsequently held a series of elected offices, including state senator (1854–1857), first as a Whig and then as a Republican, and then as secretary of state (1860–1862). Known for his honesty and hard work, Harvey was nominated for governor in 1861 and easily defeated his Democratic opponent, taking office in January 1862.

Harvey had to face down the state legislature early in his term when it refused to appropriate funds with which to pay disabled soldiers and their dependents. Eventually he did convince the legislature to use a war tax to pay for such necessities. The governor took a keen interest in the welfare of Wisconsin troops and often visited hospitals and camps. After the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), during which many Wisconsin men were killed or wounded, Harvey personally led an expedition south to provide for the troops. Late on the evening of April 19, 1862, near Savannah, Tennessee, as Harvey was moving from one ship to another, he slipped and fell into the Tennessee River and drowned. His body was not recovered until two weeks later, some 65 miles downriver.
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Hascall, Milo Smith

Birth Date: August 5, 1829

Death Date: August 30, 1904

Union officer. Milo Smith Hascall was born on August 5, 1829, in LeRoy, New York, and as a young man moved to Goshen, Indiana, where he worked as a store clerk and teacher. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852 and served as an artillery officer in Newport, Rhode Island, before resigning after less than two years of service. He returned to Indiana, where he worked for a railroad, became an attorney, and held several local political positions, including district attorney.

In 1861 Hascall enlisted as a private in a three-month regiment and was soon appointed an aide-de-camp, with the rank of captain, with Indiana state forces. He saw action in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia) before being made colonel of the 17th Indiana Infantry Regiment on June 12, 1861. Sent to Louisville, Kentucky, that December, he took command of a brigade in the Army of the Ohio (later the Army of the Cumberland).

Advanced to brigadier general on April 25, 1862, Hascall saw action during the advance on and siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862) and during the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where he took temporary command of a division after Brigadier General Thomas J. Wood was wounded in action. In early 1863 Hascall was sent to Indianapolis to command the District of Indiana before joining the new Army of the Ohio as commander of the 3rd Division, XXIII Corps, which he led competently during the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863).

During the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Hascall had charge of the 2nd Division, XXIII Corps. His performance there led to high praise from Major General John M. Schofield, who also recommended that Hascall be promoted to major general. When no promotion was forthcoming, Hascall resigned his commission on October 27, 1864, and returned to Indiana. There he became a banker before moving to Chicago, where he was involved in real estate. Hascall died on August 30, 1904, in Oak Park, Illinois.
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Haskin, Joseph Abel

Birth Date: June 21, 1818

Death Date: August 3, 1874

Union officer. Joseph Abel Haskin was born on June 21, 1818, in Troy, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1839. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1844, Haskin saw combat during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), where he lost an arm, and received two brevets for his wartime service. Thereafter he served on garrison, recruiting, and quartermaster duties. In 1861 Haskin was a captain with the 1st U.S. Artillery, commanding federal facilities in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Unfortunately for him, he was compelled to surrender the arsenal and barracks to well-armed Louisiana secessionists on January 10, 1861. Haskin was promoted to major and then lieutenant colonel in 1862, commanding the Washington defenses north of the Potomac River from August 1862 to July 1864.

Until 1864, Haskin was assigned chiefly staff and garrison duties. In the spring of that year, he was appointed chief artillerist for Washington, D.C. He finally earned a name for himself during Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s Washington Raid (June 28–July 21, 1864). By now, Haskins was commanding Forts Slocum and Stevens. During the last three days of the Confederate campaign, he dispatched Union cavalry to harass Confederate forces and buy time so he could stiffen his defenses. The Confederate raid was aborted on July 12. On August 5, 1864, Haskin was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers for his bold action.

Haskin continued to serve in the environs of Washington, D.C., until war’s end. On March 13, 1865, he was brevetted brigadier general of regulars. Remaining in the army after the war, he held commands at New York and Boston before retiring on December 15, 1870. Haskin died on August 3, 1874, in Oswego, New York.
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Hatch, Edward

Birth Date: December 22, 1832

Death Date: April 11, 1889

Union officer. Born in Bangor, Maine, on December 22, 1832, Edward Hatch studied at the American Literary, Scientific, and Military Academy (which became Norwich University in 1834) in Vermont before moving to Iowa to engage in the lumber business. Following the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, Hatch joined the 2nd Iowa Cavalry Regiment and was soon made a captain. He rose through ranks to colonel in June 1862.

Hatch distinguished himself in a number of engagements in the western theater, including the Battle of Island No. 10 (April 7, 1862), and he commanded a brigade in the Battles of Iuka (September 19, 1862) and Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). He was also conspicuous in Colonel Benjamin Grierson’s spectacular raid (April 17–May 2, 1863) during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), when Hatch destroyed rail lines linking LaGrange, Tennessee, and Columbus, Mississippi.

After sustaining a serious wound during a raid in Tennessee, Hatch commanded the cavalry depot in St. Louis and received an appointment as brigadier general of U.S. Volunteers in April 1864. He then commanded a cavalry division, most notably in opposition to Confederate general John B. Hood’s invasion of Tennessee, known as the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864), for which Hatch earned a brevet to major general of volunteers. This action effectively ended his combat service during the war, and he mustered out of the service in January 1866.

In July 1866 Hatch was named colonel of the new 9th Cavalry, an all–African American regiment, over several more-senior and better-known officers, some of whom refused to serve with a black regiment. Hatch embraced the opportunity, however, beginning a remarkable tenure. For the next eight years, the regiment operated along the U.S.-Mexican border with much success. Having entered the regular army, in 1867 Hatch received brevets to major general for his actions during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign.

In 1875 with Texas largely settled, the 9th Cavalry relocated to New Mexico, where Hatch served as district commander during a very tumultuous period. His first challenge was to quell an Apache uprising led by the skilled warrior Victorio. Beginning in 1879, Hatch faced major overlapping crises when a Ute uprising in Colorado threatened a much wider conflict and Victorio rose up again. Hatch proved to be an able diplomat by helping to broker a workable settlement with the Utes but was less successful in dealing with Victorio, despite persistent campaigning by Hatch’s Buffalo Soldiers. The dreaded Apache leader was finally cornered and killed by Mexican troops in 1880.

At Fort Robinson, Nebraska, in March 1889, Hatch was injured in an accident. He died there on April 11, 1889. At the time of his death, he and Benjamin Grierson, commander of the all-black 10th Cavalry, were the most-senior colonels in the army, both with almost 23 years with the same regiments.
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Hatch, John Porter

Birth Date: January 9, 1822

Death Date: April 12, 1901

Union officer. John Porter Hatch was born on January 9, 1822, in Oswego, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1845 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the infantry but soon transferred to the Mounted Rifles, serving with distinction in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), for which he earned two brevets. After the war he held a variety of posts in the West and Southwest, rising to captain in 1860.

Following the beginning of the Civil War in April 1861, Hatch was recalled to the East, where he subsequently commanded a cavalry brigade under Major General George B. McClellan. In September, Hatch was appointed brigadier general of volunteers, serving under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks. Hatch saw action under Banks during Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862).

In the run-up to Major General John Pope’s Second Bull Run Campaign, Hatch was given orders to destroy a key section of the Virginia Central Railroad between Gordonsville and Lynchburg, Virginia. Both of his attempts in this regard failed. Although Hatch was an intrepid soldier, he seemed unable to execute a cavalry mission in which speed and surprise were paramount. Angered by Hatch’s two failed attempts to disrupt the rail line, Pope gave him charge of an infantry brigade, which he commanded at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), earning a brevet for his actions.

Within days after the Second Battle of Bull Run, Hatch was reassigned to Major General Joseph Hooker’s I Corps, Army of the Potomac. Hatch took command of the 1st Division and was seriously wounded during the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), receiving another brevet. After he recovered, he took numerous administrative commands in the Southeast. These included the departments and districts of Florida, Hilton Head, and Morris Island (South Carolina). Hatch also headed the Coast Division from November 1864 to March 1865. By war’s end, he was in command of the District of Charleston. He was brevetted brigadier general in the regulars and major general of volunteers.

With the end of the war, Hatch continued in the regular army as a major in the 4th Cavalry, engaging in numerous skirmishes with Native Americans in the West. By 1881, he had attained the rank of colonel, which he would hold for the remainder of his career. That same year, he took command of the 2nd Cavalry. Hatch retired in 1886 and moved to New York City. In 1893 Congress awarded him the Medal of Honor for bravery at the Battle of South Mountain. Hatch died in New York City on April 12, 1901.
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Hatcher’s Run, Battle of

Start Date: February 5, 1865

End Date: February 7, 1865

Engagement during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). At Petersburg, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant maintained pressure on Confederate forces under general in chief General Robert E. Lee. In the Army of the Potomac and the Army of the James, Grant had at his disposal some 90,000 well-supplied troops in the Petersburg-Richmond area, while Lee could muster only about 60,000 poorly fed and ill-supplied soldiers to defend 37 miles of entrenchments. Lee’s army could still fight effectively, however, as was demonstrated in the Battle of Hatcher’s Run (February 5–7, 1865), also known as the Battle of Dabney’s Mill, the Battle of Rowanty Creek, the Battle of Armstrong’s Mill, and the Battle of Vaughan Road.

In an effort to cut off the Confederate supply route via the Boydton Plank Road to the west of Petersburg, Grant ordered that Union lines be extended to the south and west. Grant committed some 34,500 troops to the operation, while Confederate forces under Lieutenant General A. P. Hill and Major General John B. Gordon amounted only to some 14,000 men.

On February 5 the Union 2nd Cavalry Division, commanded by Brigadier General Henry E. Davies, rode to the Boydton Plank Road via Reams Station and Dinwiddie Court House in an effort to intercept Confederate supply wagons and destroy them. To prevent Confederate reinforcement, Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps crossed Hatcher’s Run and assumed a blocking position on the Vaughan Road, and to cover Warren’s right flank two divisions of II Corps under Major General Andrew A. Humphreys moved westward to near Armstrong’s Mill. At about 5:00 p.m., Gordon’s Confederates attempted to turn Humphreys’s right flank but were beaten back. That night II Corps was reinforced by two additional Union divisions.

During the morning of February 6, Davies’s cavalry, which had taken a few prisoners but had been unsuccessful in finding and destroying Confederate supply wagons, returned to Gravelly Run on the Vaughan Road. The Union forces south of Hatcher’s Run came under attack by Confederate brigadier general John Pegram’s division but were halted. A Union counterattack was in turn stopped by Confederates under Brigadier General Clement A. Evans. Later that day, Pegram’s division and that of Major General William Mahone attacked the center of the Union line near Dabney’s Mill, driving it back somewhat. Pegram was killed in the fighting, while Davies was wounded.

On February 7, Warren launched a major attack and drove back the Confederates near Dabney’s Mill, retaking most of the ground lost on February 6 but abandoning the tentative Union hold on Boydton Plank Road. The battle now came to an end. The Union forces had gained some ground, extending their siege works to the Vaughan Road crossing of Hatcher’s Run, and Lee had been forced to extend his already thin lines farther to his right.

The operation cost Grant 1,512 casualties. Confederate losses were perhaps 1,200, a figure much higher in terms of percentage of men engaged than that for the Union.
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Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, Union Assault on

Start Date: August 28, 1861

End Date: August 29, 1861

The first significant U.S. Navy offensive operation of the war. Hatteras Inlet is one of several access points to Pamlico Sound, a major staging area for Confederate blockade-runners and privateers. In Union hands, Hatteras had the potential for becoming a staging area for operations against the North Carolina coast. Two poorly manned log and earthen forts on Hatteras Island controlled the inlet: Fort Clark, a small earthen works on the ocean side mounting 5 guns, and the more powerful Fort Hatteras a half mile distant on the other side, with 25 guns. Major W. S. G. Andrews commanded the two forts. Unfortunately for the Confederates, the forts were separated from the land by the very sounds they were designed to protect.

On August 26, 1861, Flag Officer Silas H. Stringham departed Hampton Roads with six warships: the screw frigates Minnesota (flagship) and Wabash, the side-wheeler frigate Susquehanna, the screw sloop Pawnee, the converted merchant steamer Monticello, and the ex–revenue cutter Harriet Lane. The squadron also included the tug Fanny and the chartered steamer transports Adelaide and George Peabody, carrying some 900 army troops under Major General Benjamin F. Butler. The two transports towed schooners carrying surfboats, while the Monticello and Pawnee towed surfboats only. Stringham’s plan called for his ships to shell the forts from their water face while Butler’s troops assaulted them from the rear on the land face. The operation was conceived as a raid.

The squadron anchored off Hatteras Inlet on the afternoon of August 27. At 6:45 a.m. the next day, Stringham ordered marines and troops ashore in surfboats at a point about two miles east of Fort Clark and beyond the range of its guns. Launches mounting Dahlgren boat howitzers stood ready to provide covering fire should it be required, while the Pawnee, Monticello, and Harriet Lane were available to provide heavier cannon fire.

At 8:45 a.m. the larger Union ships began the bombardment of Fort Clark. The Wabash led, towing the newly arrived razee (cut-down) sloop Cumberland, with the Minnesota following. Stringham ordered the bombardment ships to steam in a large oval. Fort Clark returned fire for a time. Heavy surf, meanwhile, meant that by 11:30 a.m., only 320 men had been put ashore. Despite this, as a consequence of the naval bombardment, at about noon the Confederates abandoned Fort Clark. The Union land force then worked its way to the fort and by 2:00 p.m. had taken possession.

At 4:00 p.m., mistakenly believing that both Confederate forts had surrendered, Stringham ordered the Monticello into Hatteras Inlet. It had proceeded only a short distance up the channel when it came under fire from Fort Hatteras. In its exposed position separated from the remainder of the squadron, the Monticello was hit five times by shot from the shore. It was able to withdraw without major damage, however. Stringham promptly ordered the remainder of his ships in to shell Fort Hatteras.

Deteriorating weather conditions prevented the landing of additional Union troops, and the Union squadron then anchored for the night. Meanwhile, Flag Officer Samuel Barron, commander of the naval defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, had arrived at Fort Hatteras with 230 reinforcements in a steam tug towing a schooner that had reached the fort from the south. This brought Confederate strength there to some 650 men. On Andrews’s invitation, Barron assumed command of the fort. Barron wanted to attack and retake Fort Clark, but when additional men failed to arrive, he dropped that plan in favor of strengthening Fort Hatteras.

At 5:30 a.m. the next day, August 29, Stringham ordered his large ships to recommence shelling Fort Hatteras. The action began at 8:00 a.m. with the Susquehanna leading, followed by the Wabash and Minnesota. All three ships anchored and opened fire. An hour later the Cumberland came in under sail, anchored, and joined in. Because the Union ships were firing at long range, many shells were falling short, and Stringham ordered a temporary halt in the firing and ordered crews to switch to 15-second fuses and to fire only from the largest guns. This change had the desired effect. The Harriet Lane also joined the action with its longer-range rifled guns. Although the Confederate guns replied, their shot fell short.

Barron then met with his officers to consider the situation. Their shorter-range guns could not reach the ships, ammunition was running short, and the fort would not be reinforced. A Union shell that penetrated the fort’s ventilator shaft next to the magazine while Barron was meeting with his officers may have hastened the decision, but not long afterward at 11:00 a.m. a white flag appeared over the fort. Union troops then marched to the fort and took possession. Some Union ships entered the inlet. Although the Harriet Lane grounded, it was able to get free.
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U.S. marines participate in the capture of Confederate forts Clark and Hatteras on August 29, 1861. The seizure of Hatteras Inlet was the first major Union naval operation, indeed the first real Union victory, land or sea, of the war. (Marine Corps Art Collection)

At 2:30 p.m., Barron and several Confederate officers came aboard the Minnesota and formally surrendered. Union forces secured between 600 and 700 Confederate prisoners. There were no Union casualties. Too late, Norfolk Navy Yard commandant Flag Officer French Forrest ordered Commander Thomas T. Hunter to prepare an expedition to Hatteras.

The Hatteras Inlet victory was the first real Union naval triumph of the war and indeed the first noteworthy Union victory of the war, land or sea. The victory did much to restore morale in the North, shaken by the earlier Union defeat on land at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), and also proved the great value of steamships in engaging land forts. Securing the inlet allowed the Union to seal off Pamlico Sound to Confederate privateers and blockade-running. Under Stringham’s urging, the Union forces retained Hatteras. It became a base for the blockaders and a depot for coal and supplies.
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Hatton, Robert Hopkins

Birth Date: November 2, 1826

Death Date: May 31, 1862

Confederate officer. Robert Hopkins Hatton was born in Steubenville, Ohio, on November 2, 1826. He attended local public schools and enrolled at Cumberland University in Tennessee, from which he graduated in 1847. He worked as a teacher for a time while studying law under Judge Robert Caruthers and was admitted to the bar in 1849. During the 1850s, Hatton practiced law in Tennessee and was elected twice to the state’s legislature as a Whig. He ran unsuccessfully for the post of Tennessee governor in 1859 but was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1860 on an opposition ticket.

When war began in 1861, Hatton, who had initially resisted Southern calls for secession, enlisted and was commissioned a colonel of the 7th Tennessee Infantry in May 1861. He saw action during the Battle of Cheat Mountain (September 11–15, 1861) and stayed in western Virginia into early 1862. In the spring of 1862 he was transferred to the Virginia Peninsula in charge of the 4th Brigade, 1st Division, in what became the Army of Northern Virginia. There he battled against Union brigadier general Erasmus D. Keyes’s forces near Savage’s Station. Hatton was promoted to brigadier general to date from May 23. Eight days later on May 31, Hatton was shot in the head and killed at the Battle of Fair Oaks/Seven Pines. Colonel James J. Archer assumed command of his brigade.
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Haupt, Herman

Birth Date: March 26, 1817

Death Date: December 14, 1905

Union officer. Herman Haupt was born on March 26, 1817, in Philadelphia. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1835. Commissioned a second lieutenant, he resigned almost immediately (September 30, 1835) to pursue civil engineering. His success with railroad and bridge projects as assistant engineer for the State of Pennsylvania and a wide range of scientific publications earned Haupt a professorship in mathematics and engineering at Pennsylvania College (later Gettysburg College) in 1840. After seven years, Haupt resumed work on railroad, bridge, and tunnel projects for several rail lines, including the Southern Railroad of Mississippi and the Pennsylvania Railroad.

When U.S. secretary of war Edwin M. Stanton created a military bureau for the administration of wartime railroads in February 1862, Haupt, with the rank of colonel, was tapped to lead it on April 27, 1862. He kept the railroads in working order and saw that damage was repaired quickly, earning special praise from President Abraham Lincoln for his nine-day repair of the Potomac Creek Bridge in the summer of 1862. Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on September 5, 1862, with the provision that he give up his private engineering pursuits, Haupt declined the promotion.

[image: image]

An unsung hero of the Civil War, railroad engineer and Union colonel Herman Haupt provided highly significant service as administrative head of railroads during February 1862–September 1863. Haupt’s pioneering efforts in rail transportation were a major factor in the Union victory in the Battle of Gettysburg in July 1863. (Library of Congress)

While Haupt’s military status was in limbo, he continued to serve and earned distinction for his role in keeping the Army of the Potomac supplied during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). With Haupt’s refusal to accept promotion or to devote himself purely to military engineering, he left the service on September 12, 1863.

Back in full-time employment as a civilian railroad engineer, Haupt worked in management for several railroad lines, including the Dakota & Great Southern Railroad and the Northern Pacific Railroad. Additionally, his experiments with drilling machinery and pipelines and his continued record of scholarly publication earned him wide distinction in scientific circles. Haupt died on December 14, 1905, while aboard a train in Jersey City, New Jersey.
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Hawes, James Morrison

Birth Date: January 7, 1824

Death Date: November 22, 1889

Confederate officer. James Morrison Hawes was born on January 7, 1824, in Lexington, Kentucky, to a family with deep political roots. Eschewing a political career, the young Hawes enrolled at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, graduating in 1845. He served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning a brevet, and then spent several years teaching at West Point. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1850 and to captain in 1855, he studied cavalry tactics at the French Army cavalry school at Saumur, France (1850–1852). Thereafter he served in the American West, participating in the Utah Expedition (1857–1858), and saw action in Kansas during the events that came to be known as Bleeding Kansas.

Hawes resigned his commission in May 1861 and was promptly commissioned a captain in the regular Confederate Army; by the middle of June, he was a major. On June 26 he was elected colonel of the 2nd Kentucky Cavalry but declined, wishing to remain in the regular army.

In early 1862 General Albert S. Johnston recommended that Hawes be advanced to brigadier general in the Provisional Army. Hawes was promoted on March 14 and given charge of all cavalry units in the Western Department. On April 8 following the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Hawes requested a transfer and was given command of a brigade in a division led by Major General John C. Breckinridge. Hawes was engaged in a series of successful cavalry raids in Arkansas and then participated in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), most notably in the Battle of Milliken’s Bend (June 7). Hawes finished out the war in Galveston, Texas.

Following the war, Hawes returned to Paris, Kentucky. The family home having been destroyed, in 1866 he and his wife moved to Covington, where Hawes ran a hardware store. He also became known for his practice of decorating Confederate graves on Confederate Memorial Day. Hawes died in Covington, Kentucky, on November 22, 1889.
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Hawes, Richard

Birth Date: February 6, 1797

Death Date: May 25, 1877

Pro-Confederate governor of Kentucky (1862–1865). Richard Hawes was born on February 6, 1797, in Caroline County, Virginia, but moved to Kentucky in 1810. After graduating from Transylvania University, he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1818. He practiced law in Winchester, Kentucky (1818–1821), and as a Whig served three terms in the Kentucky legislature (1828, 1829, 1836). He also saw military service as a militiaman during the 1832 Black Hawk War. In 1843 he relocated to Paris, Kentucky. After the Whig Party imploded in the 1850s, Hawes allied himself with the Democrats.

Initially opposed to secession, in early 1861 Hawes was appointed to a committee designed to craft Kentucky’s neutrality stance. By June 1861, however, he had allied himself with Kentuckians who blamed the North for starting the Civil War. He now supported Kentucky secession and the Confederate cause. He thereafter briefly held a major’s commission in the Confederate Army, but his advanced age kept him from any field duties. Pro-Confederate Kentuckians, meanwhile, had created a rump government, with George W. Johnson as governor. When Johnson was killed in action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), pro-Confederate legislators named Hawes to replace him.

By the spring of 1862, the pro-Confederate Kentucky government had become nomadic in order to keep one step ahead of invading Union forces. Hawes was inaugurated by General Braxton Bragg, with whom he had been traveling, at Frankfort on October 4, 1862. Hawes and the Confederates were almost immediately forced to flee as Union major general Don Carlos Buell’s troops moved into the area.

Governor in name only, Hawes was never able to undertake any governmental duties. He was forced to take refuge first in Tennessee and later at his sister’s home in Virginia. He traveled to Richmond frequently to consult with the Confederate Congress and President Jefferson Davis but beyond that was powerless to enforce Confederate policies in his home state. Late in the war Hawes became highly critical of General Bragg, blaming him for the Confederate reversals west of the Appalachians.

After the war Hawes returned to his home in Paris, Kentucky, which had been virtually destroyed by Union troops. After rebuilding and taking an oath of allegiance to the United States, he became a county judge. Hawes died on May 25, 1877, in Paris, Kentucky.
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Hawkins, John Parker

Birth Date: September 29, 1830

Death Date: February 7, 1914

Union officer. John Parker Hawkins was born on September 29, 1830, in Indianapolis, Indiana, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 6th Infantry, he later transferred to the 2nd Infantry. From 1858 to 1861, he was a regimental quartermaster with the rank of first lieutenant and was stationed in the Northwest.

When the Civil War began, Hawkins was advanced to captain and assigned to the Commissary Department, serving mainly in Missouri, where he eventually became head commissary officer. By early 1863, he had become chief of commissary for the Army of the Tennessee. In April 1863 he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers and given command of an all-black division in Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s command. Taken ill in June, Hawkins was given a medical furlough and did not return to service until August 18, 1863. Hawkins was then assigned to command the District of Northeastern Louisiana and given charge of an all-black division.

In February 1864 Hawkins was sent to Vicksburg, Mississippi, where he commanded the 1st Division, U.S. Colored Troops (USCT), and also temporarily had charge of the 4th Division, XVI Corps, Army of the Tennessee. In February 1865 he led the 1st Division during the Siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865). He was thereafter brevetted through major general in the regular and volunteer organizations.

When the war ended, Hawkins reverted to his prewar rank of captain, now in the Subsistence Department. Holding a succession of posts, he advanced in rank to brigadier general (regulars) in 1892 and ended his army career as commissary general of subsistence in 1894. Hawkins died on February 7, 1914, in Indianapolis, Indiana.
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Hawley, Harriet Foote

Birth Date: June 25, 1831

Death Date: March 3, 1886

Union relief worker and nurse. Born on June 25, 1831, in Connecticut, Harriet Foote remained in poor health throughout her childhood and adult life. In 1855 she married politician and abolitionist newspaper editor Joseph Roswell Hawley. He initially discouraged her efforts as a nurse because of her poor health, but she nevertheless began her nursing and teaching career in 1862, working with freed slaves in Beaufort, South Carolina. While in Beaufort, she visited U.S. Army hospitals and joined her husband in Fernandina, Florida, in January 1863, leaving behind teaching to focus on nursing.

After leaving Fernandina, the Hawleys went to the South Carolina Sea Islands in November 1863, where she worked at the Beaufort and Hilton Head Island hospitals, serving the wounded from the Battle of Olustee, fought on February 20, 1864. Harriet Hawley then joined the staff at the Armory Square Hospital in Washington, D.C., where she cared for the wounded from the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). She took a two-month furlough in September 1864, returning to Armory Square through March 1865. She then followed her husband to Wilmington, North Carolina, where she encountered 9,000 Union prisoners, most of whom needed medical treatment. Most of these soldiers were half-clothed and half-starved; an outbreak of typhoid fever killed many of the men as well as four of Hawley’s fellow female nurses, the chaplain, and the chief of staff of the hospital. Hawley remained on staff at Wilmington through July 1865 and then followed her husband to Richmond, Virginia. In October 1865 after visiting the Five Forks battleground with her uncle, a wayward ambulance toppled over, leaving Hawley an invalid until her death in Connecticut on March 3, 1886.
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Hawley, Joseph Roswell

Birth Date: October 21, 1826

Death Date: March 18, 1905

Union officer, newspaper editor, and politician. Joseph Roswell Hawley was born in Stewartsville in present-day Scotland Country, North Carolina, on October 21, 1826. When he was 11 years old, his family moved to Connecticut, where Hawley was educated. Graduating from Hamilton College in Clinton, New York, in 1847, Hawley then studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1850, opening a practice in Hartford, Connecticut. He was a delegate to the national Free Soil Party convention in 1852 and then helped organize the new Republican Party in Connecticut, campaigning for its presidential candidate, John C. Frémont, in 1856. In 1857 Hawley became editor of the Hartford Evening Press.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Hawley helped recruit the first company of Connecticut volunteers for the Union war effort and was elected its captain on April 22, 1861. He commanded the company in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). On September 17 he became lieutenant colonel of the 7th Connecticut Infantry and took part in the Battle of Port Royal Sound (November 5–7, 1861). Assigned to the Department of the South in February 1862, Hawley was promoted to colonel on June 20, 1862. He then served at Fernandina, Florida, and commanded a brigade on Morris Island during siege operations against Charleston, South Carolina. Hawley also commanded a brigade in the disastrous Battle of Olustee (February 20, 1864).

Beginning in April 1864, Hawley had command of a brigade in the Army of the James and took part in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on September 13, 1864, he participated in the Fort Fisher Campaign (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865) and thereafter commanded at Wilmington. Brevetted major general on September 28, 1865, he mustered out of the service on January 15, 1866.

Hawley served as governor of Connecticut (May 1866–May 1867), then was editor of the Hartford Courant (which consolidated with the Evening Press). He was the president of the U.S. Centennial Commission that organized the national Centennial Exposition held in Philadelphia (1873–1876). Hawley served as a Republican in the U.S. House of Representatives (December 1872–March 1873 and March 1879–March 1883) and was a U.S. senator from 1881 until March 1905, just two weeks before his death. He was promoted to brigadier general on the retired list on March 8, 1905. Hawley died in Washington, D.C., on March 18, 1905.
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Haw’s Shop, Battle of

Event Date: May 28, 1864

Cavalry engagement during the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). The Battle of Haw’s Shop is also called the Battle of Hawe’s Shop (for its historic spelling) and the Battle of Enon Church. Finding the position of Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia too strong as a consequence of the Battle of the North Anna River (May 23–26, 1864), Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, who was accompanying Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac in the field, tried to outflank Lee to the east, using the Pamunkey River as a screen. A delay during Grant’s crossing of the Pamunkey on May 27–29, however, provided Lee the time to again position his army between Union forces and Richmond.

On May 28 in the course of the Union crossing of the Pasmunkey, Union and Confederate cavalrymen clashed in the Battle of Haw’s Shop. Brigadier General David M. Gregg commanded the Union 2nd Cavalry Division, while Major General Wade Hampton commanded the Confederate horsemen. Gregg was covering the Army of the Potomac’s crossing of the Pamunkey and its movement toward Totopotomoy Creek. Hampton met the Federals near Enon Church. Brigadier General Alfred T. A. Torbert’s cavalry division subsequently reinforced Gregg’s division, while Brigadier General Matthew C. Butler’s South Carolina cavalry brigade came up to support the Confederates.

Gregg’s troopers were probing three miles west of Hanovertown and a mile beyond a blacksmith shop known as Haw’s Shop when the Union cavalrymen encountered the Confederates at Enon Church. The Confederates were dismounted and in woods behind hastily constructed breastworks supported by artillery. Swampland prevented a Union flanking movement. The ensuing mostly dismounted seven-hour engagement—the bloodiest cavalry clash since the Battle of Brandy Station in 1863—involved in all some 4,000 U.S. forces versus perhaps 4,500 Confederates. The outcome was inconclusive, but Hampton had held up the Union advance and obtained valuable intelligence for Lee regarding Grant’s dispositions. The Union forces sustained 344 casualties, the Confederates some 400.
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Hawthorne, Nathaniel

Birth Date: July 4, 1804

Death Date: May 19, 1864

Renowned American writer. Nathaniel Hawthorne was born on July 4, 1804, into a seafaring family in Salem, Massachusetts. Hawthorne adored the sea and preferred to live near it, but he did not follow the family tradition by becoming a sailor. His father died in Dutch Guiana while on a voyage when Hawthorne was only 4 years old, and he and his two sisters spent their childhood in their mother’s family homes in Salem and in Maine. Hawthorne was a sickly child, so the family doted on him, and he spent much time reading. This engendered a lifelong love for literature, which became his vocation. Hawthorne’s many illnesses prevented his regular attendance at school until he was 15 years old, when he returned to Salem to go to school full-time.

Hawthorne entered Bowdoin College in 1821. There he studied a prescribed curriculum focusing on classical languages, mathematics, science, some modern language, and rhetoric and composition. He graduated with the class of 1825. At Bowdoin, he became friends with future U.S. president Franklin Pierce.

Hawthorne was a contemporary of Henry David Thoreau, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and Herman Melville, to name a few. Loosely associated with Emerson and the other transcendentalists yet not part of that movement, Hawthorne explored the Puritan roots of New England and the darker aspects of human nature in colonial and early America. His works include The Scarlet Letter (1850), which examines the ravages of sin on the human spirit; The House of the Seven Gables (1851), which explores two centuries of a cursed and dysfunctional family; The Blithedale Romance (1852), which assaults the nascent utopian movement begun by the transcendentalists of Hawthorne’s own era; and The Marble Faun (1860), a portrait of innocence lost and virtue regained. Hawthorne himself would have considered his work part of the Romantic period, but it no doubt influenced later Realists such as William Dean Howells.
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American novelist Nathaniel Hawthorne, best known for his novel The Scarlet Letter, combined moral seriousness with a conviction that literature could transcend human foibles and suffering. He often turned to the early history of New England as the source for his writing, choosing themes of freedom, equality, and justice. (Library of Congress)

Hawthorne’s connection to Franklin Pierce gave him an advantage that he did not hesitate to use. Hawthorne did not seek political power but instead sought the comfort of a regular government job to allow him the financial independence to pursue his writing. He secured political appointments in the Boston Customs House (1839–1840) and the Salem Customs House (1846–1849) and as U.S. consul to Liverpool (1853–1857). As with other political appointees, his fortunes rose and fell with elections, but the jobs gave him fodder for future work and the wherewithal to continue writing.

Hawthorne spent his last years during the Civil War. His writings and observations of it based on his one short excursion into Washington, D.C., and the surrounding area in 1862 show a studied ambivalence to the war. His Harpers Ferry visit is illustrative. He condemned both abolitionist John Brown, who had raided the federal arsenal there, and his captors. Politically, however, Hawthorne’s reputation was damaged by his association with Pierce, who was an outspoken critic of the war and the Abraham Lincoln administration. Hawthorne died on May 19, 1864, in Plymouth, New Hampshire.
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Hay, John Milton

Birth Date: October 12, 1838

Death Date: July 1, 1905

Secretary to President Abraham Lincoln, writer, diplomat, and secretary of state (1898–1905). Born in Salem, Indiana, on October 12, 1838, John Milton Hay grew up in Springfield, Illinois. He graduated from Brown University in 1858 and studied law while working in his uncle’s Springfield office, which was adjacent to that of Abraham Lincoln. Hay soon became one of Lincoln’s private secretaries and went with him to Washington in 1861.

Hay arranged the president’s schedule, helped with correspondence, and attended to the Lincoln family’s needs. He most often attended First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln, who prized Hay for his discretion and efficiency. Hay soon became a Lincoln confidant. In late 1863 Hay served on the staff of Major General Quincy Gillmore in South Carolina, and in 1864 the president arranged for Hay to receive a major’s commission in the army, although he did not serve in a military capacity.
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John Milton Hay was private secretary to and confidant of President Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War. He went on to become U.S. secretary of state under presidents William McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt. (Library of Congress)

In early 1865 Hay was brevetted colonel. In March 1865 he was appointed secretary to the U.S. legation in Paris. During 1867 and 1868, he was chargé d’affaires in Vienna, and in 1869 he became secretary of the legation in Madrid.

Hay returned to the United States in 1870 and embarked on a career as a journalist and writer of history, fiction, and poetry. In 1890, along with John C. Nicolay, Hay completed the 10-volume Abraham Lincoln: A History. Except for a brief period in 1878 as assistant secretary of state, Hay remained out of government circles.

In 1897 Hay accepted appointment as ambassador to Great Britain. President William McKinley appointed him secretary of state the next year. Hay took office on September 30 and helped negotiate the Treaty of Paris that ended the Spanish-American War, leading to the important acquisition of the Philippine Islands, which Hay favored, along with Puerto Rico. Diplomatic initiatives in the Far East and the pursuit of overseas economic markets ultimately resulted in what became known as Hay’s Open Door Policy, an effort to keep China open for trade to all. Hay’s notes did not insist on the territorial integrity of China but applied only to the “relatively small foreign leaseholds and spheres of influence” that had recently been established there. Hay’s careful diplomacy also helped ease tensions in the 1900 Boxer Rebellion. He also supported U.S. participation in the First International Peace Conference at The Hague in 1899 in an effort to promote world peace through international arbitration and disarmament.

In 1901 Hay was successful in negotiating the Hay-Pauncefote Treaty with Great Britain, which opened the way for U.S. control of a Central American canal linking the Caribbean to the Pacific Ocean. Hay died in office in Falls, New Hampshire, on July 1, 1905.
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Hayes, Rutherford Birchard

Birth Date: October 4, 1822

Death Date: January 17, 1893

Union officer and president of the United States. Rutherford Birchard Hayes was born on October 4, 1822, in Delaware, Ohio. After graduating from Kenyon College in 1842 and Harvard Law School in 1845, he became an attorney in Cincinnati. Hayes helped to establish the Ohio Republican Party in 1856 and began his political career by winning election as city solicitor.

Commissioned a major in the 23rd Ohio Infantry in 1861, by year’s end he was lieutenant colonel and commanded the regiment. He saw action in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia) and at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), where he was wounded. Advanced to colonel on October 24, he was again engaged in western Virginia. During Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 2, 1864–March 2, 1865), Hayes held brigade and, temporarily, division commands in the Army of West Virginia (VIII Corps). He was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on October 19, 1864, but saw no further combat.

Hayes was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1864 and resigned his commission in June 1865, having been brevetted major general of volunteers.

While serving in Congress (1865–1867), Hayes unenthusiastically supported Radical Republican Reconstruction policies. He resigned from Congress in 1867 to run successfully for governor of Ohio. In his first term, despite the fact that the legislature was controlled by the Democratic Party, Hayes managed to implement prison and poor-relief organization reform. Reelected in 1869 and aided by a newly installed Republican Party majority in the state legislature, Hayes played a leading role in the establishment of Ohio State University, secured the state ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, and improved the state’s mental hospitals and public school system.

Bowing to tradition in Ohio, Hayes did not seek election to a third consecutive term as governor in 1871. Four years later, however, he again accepted the Republican nomination for governor. His reelection by a wide margin as a supporter of the gold standard made him a national figure. He was a logical compromise dark-horse choice for the Republican nomination for president in 1876.

Upon winning the Republican Party endorsement, Hayes promised that if elected, he would serve only one term. In the election, Hayes received 4,036,572 popular votes to Democratic candidate Samuel J. Tilden’s 4,284,020. According to the tally the day after the election, Hayes had won 165 electoral votes to Tilden’s 184. Because of election irregularities, however, the electoral votes of Louisiana, South Carolina, Florida, and Oregon (a total of 20 votes) were disputed. Because 185 votes were required to win the election and Tilden had 184 (1 short), Hayes needed all the disputed votes to claim victory. Congress resolved the matter by creating an ostensibly bipartisan commission to determine the winner. The 15-member commission voted 8 to 7 along strict party lines to give the disputed votes to Hayes, and Congress finally ratified the commission’s vote just two days before the inauguration in March 1877. As a result of the so-called Compromise of 1877, Hayes agreed to end Reconstruction to placate aggrieved Democrats.

The manner in which Hayes was elected encouraged him to choose a bipartisan cabinet and pursue a moderate, conciliatory approach to issues while president. Hayes awarded many federal jobs to Democrats in an unsuccessful attempt to win support for the Republican Party in the South.

Hayes kept his word and did not seek reelection in 1880. After leaving office, he retired from politics and devoted the rest of his life to working for prison reform and improved public education. Hayes died in Fremont, Ohio, on January 17, 1893.

STEVEN G. O’BRIEN

See also

Reconstruction; Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign; South Mountain, Battle of

Further Reading

Davidson, Kenneth E. The Presidency of Rutherford B. Hayes. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 1972.

Hoogenboom, Ari. Rutherford Hayes: Warrior and President. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1995.

_______________________

Hayne, Paul Hamilton

Birth Date: January 1, 1830

Death Date: July 6, 1886

Writer and poet. Paul Hamilton Hayne was born on January 1, 1830, in Charleston, South Carolina, to a politically powerful family. He graduated from the College of Charleston in 1850, studied law, and practiced it for a short time. Having already produced a number of poems, he left law and took a position as editor of the Literary Gazette. He then became editor of Russell’s Magazine in 1857, but the publication folded by 1860. Meanwhile, between 1855 and 1860 Hayne published three books of poetry, which were well received.

Poor health kept Hayne from military service during the Civil War, but he did serve as a civilian aide to South Carolina governor Francis Pickens early in the conflict. Hayne then produced a series of articles and poems extolling the Confederate war effort. His home was destroyed during Union shelling of Charleston. Nearly destitute, in 1865 Hayne relocated to Augusta, Georgia, and took a position with the Augusta Constitutionalist. Near present-day Grovetown, Georgia, some 15 miles from Augusta, he constructed a rustic cabin in the woods where he would reside until his death in 1886. Later abandoning editing, he focused his efforts on poetry, publishing three more books between 1872 and 1882. His work was praised by writers in the United States as well as in Great Britain. Indeed, Britain’s Alfred Lord Tennyson pronounced Hayne’s sonnets the best produced by an American. By the late 1870s, Hayne was considered to be the South’s poet laureate.

Hayne’s growing reputation led him to author a number of essays and poems commemorating Civil War battles and other significant events. For a time he sat on a board of examiners at the University of Georgia, gradually adopting Georgia as his home state and writing numerous poems about it, particularly his cabin in the woods. Although Hayne’s work was celebrated during his lifetime, critics later asserted that it was derivative and overly romanticized. Hayne died on July 6, 1886, at his cabin in Grovetown, Georgia.
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Hays, Alexander

Birth Date: July 8, 1819

Death Date: May 5, 1864

Union officer. Alexander Hays was born on July 8, 1819, in Franklin, Pennsylvania, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1844. Brevetted for gallantry for his service during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Hays resigned from the army in 1848 and went to California to stake out his fortune during the Gold Rush. Returning to Pennsylvania a year or so later no richer than when he left, he now became a civil engineer.

On May 14, 1861, Hays rejoined the army as a captain in the new 16th Infantry but soon entered the volunteer army as colonel of the 63rd Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment and spent almost a year in Major General Philip Kearny’s command, part of III Corps. Hays ably led his men during the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862) as well at the Battles of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862), Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), Savage’s Station (June 29, 1862), and Malvern (July 1, 1862). He was badly wounded at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and advanced to brigadier general on September 29, 1862. Returning to duty in February 1863, he commanded a brigade in the Washington, D.C., defenses.

Hays was given charge of the 3rd Division, II Corps, on June 28, 1863, just in time to see action at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On the last day of fighting, Hay’s division was among the principal targets of the murderous Pickett’s Charge. Hays ably helped blunt the Confederate attack. He commanded his division for nearly a year, but the unit disappointed him and his superiors during the Second Battle of Bristoe Station (October 14, 1863).

In March 1864 Hays reverted to a brigade command (2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, II Corps). He died on the afternoon of May 5, 1864, during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7). Hays received a posthumous brevet to major general.
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Hays, Harry Thompson

Birth Date: April 14, 1820

Death Date: August 21, 1876

Confederate officer. Harry Thompson Hays was born on April 14, 1820, in Wilson County, Tennessee. He attended St. Mary’s College in Baltimore, Maryland, and then studied law in that city. He began practicing law in New Orleans and became active in the Whig Party. Hays also served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) with the 5th Louisiana Infantry Regiment.

When the Civil War began, Hays received a commission as a colonel of the 7th Louisiana Infantry Regiment and participated in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he performed brilliantly. Assigned to Brigadier General Richard Taylor’s Louisiana Brigade, Hays led his regiment in Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s 1862 Shenandoah Valley Campaign before being wounded at the Battle of Port Republic (June 9, 1862). Promoted to brigadier general on July 25, 1862, Hays succeeded Taylor as the commander of the Louisiana Brigade (henceforth known as Hays’ Brigade). Hays led the unit effectively in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), although he lost almost half his command to murderous Union fire.

Now part of Major General Jubal A. Early’s division, II Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, Hays’ Brigade fought at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Hays led his brigade, along with another Confederate brigade, in an assault against Cemetery Hill, briefly holding it before withdrawing under heavy Union fire. At the Battle of Rappahannock Station (November 7, 1863), Hays’ Brigade was overwhelmed by Union troops, and Hays was momentarily taken prisoner. Undaunted, he dashed to safety on horseback through a barrage of Union fire. Hays was wounded again on May 10, 1864, at the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21).

Upon his recovery and return to duty, Hays was transferred to the Trans-Mississippi Department, where he remained until war’s end. He was appointed major general by General E. Kirby Smith but was never officially nominated or confirmed. Immediately after the war, Hays served as sheriff of Orleans Parish until federal authorities removed him from office in 1866. Thereafter, he practiced law until his death in New Orleans on August 21, 1876.
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Hays, William

Birth Date: May 9, 1819

Death Date: February 7, 1875

Union officer. William Hays was born on May 9, 1819, in Richmond, Virginia. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1840. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the artillery, Hays served ably in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), winning two brevets, and also fought in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858).

Hays was an artillery captain when the Civil War began and was stationed at the Washington, D.C., defenses. He was appointed lieutenant colonel and additional aide-de-camp in the volunteers and subsequently commanded a four-battery brigade in the Artillery Reserve, Army of the Potomac, serving conspicuously during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Later that year he was given charge of the Reserve Artillery, which he directed in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

On November 29, 1862, Hays was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers and soon took charge of an infantry brigade in II Corps. He was taken prisoner on May 3, 1863, during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4). Soon exchanged, he rejoined the army for the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). On July 3, 1863, upon the conclusion of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3), he temporarily assumed command of II Corps. He held the command until September, at which time he was dispatched to New York City, where he performed provost duties. Hays remained in New York until February 1865.

Hays commanded the 2nd Division, II Corps, during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). On April 6 he was caught sleeping while on duty and was promptly relieved of command by Major General Andrew A. Humphreys. Hays returned to the regular army after the war, but he did not rise above the rank of major (since 1863). Hays died on February 7, 1875, while on duty at Fort Independence, Massachusetts.
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Hazen, William Babcock

Birth Date: September 27, 1830

Death Date: January 16, 1887

Union officer. William Babcock Hazen was born in West Hartford, Vermont, on September 27, 1830, but later moved to Ohio. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1855 and was assigned to the infantry. Hazen subsequently saw service in Texas, where he was badly wounded during a fight with Comanches in 1859.

When the Civil War began, Hazen, who had just received promotion to first lieutenant and captain, was appointed commander of the 41st Ohio Volunteer Infantry Regiment and in November 1861 was given a brigade command in the Army of the Ohio. He saw action during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and distinguished himself during the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where his brigade stoutly defended a key position. For this he was promoted to brigadier general in April 1863. He later fought in the Battles of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and Lookout Mountain (November 23, 1863).

After leading his brigade in IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, during the advance on and fighting around Atlanta (May–July), in August 1864 Hazen assumed command of the 2nd Division of XV Corps, Army of the Tennessee. He led the division during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and the capture of Fort McAllister on December 13, 1864. Hazen was a major general of volunteers by March 1865 and briefly led XV Corps. He was brevetted through major general in the regular army and mustered out of the volunteers in January 1866.

After the war, Hazen returned to the infantry as a colonel and spent 14 years serving in the American West. Occasionally he was selected for special duties in Europe, and he was an observer during the Franco-Prussian War and the Russo-Turkish War in the 1870s. Hazen’s integrity sometimes led to controversy, such as his public revelations of corruption within the post sutler system, which led to the resignation of Secretary of War William W. Belknap in 1876. In 1880 Hazen was appointed brigadier general and chief signal officer, a post he held until his death in Washington, D.C., on January 16, 1887.
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Head of Passes, Battle of

Event Date: October 12, 1861

Naval engagement in the Mississippi River. In early October 1861, a Union squadron under Captain John Pope took position at the Head of the Passes on the Mississippi River. Pope had the screw sloop Richmond (flagship), the side-wheeler gunboat Water Witch, and the sailing sloops Preble and Vincennes. The coaler and storeship Nightingale provided logistics support. Pope’s ships mounted a total of 40 guns.

To oppose Pope, commander of Confederate ships on the lower Mississippi Commodore George N. Hollins at New Orleans had available only a ragtag force of the flagship McRae (8 guns) and five converted tugs, mounting in all seven additional guns. Because his own force was heavily outgunned, Hollins adopted harassing tactics. On October 9 the Confederate side-wheeler Ivy (2 guns) lobbed some shot and shell toward the Union ships before retiring. Pope reported to his superior, West Gulf Blockading Squadron commander Captain William McKean, that his squadron could at any time be driven from the passes, which he held to be “untenable.”

Early on October 12, Pope’s fears were realized when the Confederates struck with a powerful new addition, the ironclad steam ram Manassas (1 8-inch 64-pounder). The day before, Hollins had ordered Lieutenant Alexander Warley to seize the Manassas, which had been undergoing conversion at Algiers, Louisiana, from a civilian ship into a privateer. Hollins ordered Warley to attack the Union squadron that very night. Conditions were ideal, for the moon had set.

Following the Manassas downriver were two tugs pulling three fire rafts and the armed steamers Ivy, McRae, Tuscarora, Calhoun, and Jackson. Hollins ordered that the Manassas ram the nearest Union ship; with only one gun and but 12 shells for it, there was hardly any other option. After this, the squadron was to light and set adrift the fire rafts, while the gunboats shelled the Union ships.

Early on October 12, the Confederates sighted the Union ships. The crew of the Manassas charged its furnaces with tar, tallow, and sulfur to quickly build up maximum pressure. Warley then made for the Richmond, faintly visible because with dimmed lights it was taking on coal from the schooner Joseph H. Toone. Despite the earlier Confederate attack and his expressed concern about the vulnerability of his ships, Pope had neglected to take the obvious precaution of posting a picket boat upstream that might have sounded the alarm.

At 3:45 a.m. on October 12, the deck watch on the Richmond spotted the Manassas bearing down. The ram stove in three planks on the starboard side of the Richmond and opened a small hole below the waterline, although the ship’s pumps were able to offset the resultant flow of water.

As the ram then passed abreast of the Richmond, the Union warship let loose its entire port battery, but the shot and shell bounced off the Manassas’s iron plating. The collision, however, had accomplished what the Union broadside could not, for the ironclad’s iron prow had been wrenched off, its smokestack had collapsed over a ventilator, and one of its two engines was dislodged and not working. The Manassas barely managed to make it back upriver against the current.

During the attack, the Richmond raised a red danger signal, and the ships of the squadron soon got under way toward the sea. At this point, the Confederates loosed their fire rafts, but these soon grounded. All the Union ships along with a prize, the Frolic that had been taken earlier, were able to escape, but while trying to gain the sea, both the Richmond and the Vincennes grounded. Mistaking Pope’s signal to “get under way” for “abandon ship,” Commander Robert Handy of the Vincennes took off his crew and ordered a slow match lit to its magazine. The match failed, and after an appropriate wait, a chastened Handy and his crew returned to their ship.

Although the Confederate gunboats shelled the grounded Union ships, they failed to seize the temporarily abandoned Vincennes, and the larger longer-range guns of the Union squadron soon drove them back upriver. Finally both Union ships were set free, although not before the crew of the Richmond had thrown overboard 14 of its 18 guns and much shot. Meanwhile, the Confederates secured the Joseph H. Toone and its 15 tons of coal.

The action, trumpeted throughout the South as “Pope’s Run,” was a considerable embarrassment to the U.S. Navy, and Pope and Handy were both removed from command. The battle hardly altered the naval balance, however. Although Union warships did not return to the Head of the Passes for several months, they continued to control the river’s mouth, and the Union blockade steadily increased in effectiveness with the arrival of additional ships.
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Hébert, Louis

Birth Date: March 13, 1820

Death Date: January 7, 1901

Confederate officer. Louis Hebért was born on March 13, 1820, in Iberville Parish, Louisiana. His family was among the Louisiana elite who had become wealthy as sugar planters. His first cousin was Confederate brigadier general Paul O. Hébert. After attending Jefferson College (Louisiana) for a time, Louis Hébert enrolled at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, graduating in 1845. Commissioned as a second lieutenant of engineers, he helped construct Fort Livingston in Jefferson Parish, Louisiana. In 1846 he resigned his commission to tend his family’s sugar plantation. He later became a local militia officer, served as Louisiana’s chief engineer, and was a state legislator.

In the late spring of 1861, Hébert entered Confederate service as a colonel in the 3rd Louisiana Infantry. He performed well in the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861) but was taken prisoner by Union forces in the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), when he was mistakenly reported as killed in action. On May 29, 1863, he was exchanged and promoted to brigadier general, effective May 29. He received command of the 2nd Brigade in Brigadier Lewis H. Little’s division within Major General Sterling Price’s Army of the West.

At the Battle of Iuka (September 19–20, 1862), Hébert garnered praise. He then saw action at the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862) and was again taken prisoner when Vicksburg fell on July 4, 1863. Again exchanged, he was assigned to North Carolina. From the late summer of 1863 until war’s end, Hébert commanded the heavy artillery at Fort Fisher and concurrently served as the Confederacy’s chief engineer in the region.

When the war ended Hébert returned to Louisiana, where he taught school, edited a newspaper, and managed his family’s sugar interests. Hébert died in St. Martin Parish on January 7, 1901.
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Hébert, Paul Octave

Birth Date: December 12, 1818

Death Date: August 29, 1880

Confederate officer and governor of Louisiana. Paul Octave Hébert was born on December 12, 1818, in Iberville Parish, Louisiana. In 1836 he graduated first in his class from Jefferson College in St. James Parish and immediately entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, graduating first in his class in 1840 and being commissioned a second lieutenant. Hébert was assigned to the Corps of Engineers, and from 1841 to 1842 he taught engineering at West Point.

On March 31, 1845, Hébert left the army to become state engineer for Louisiana. However, as hostilities increased in Mexico, he reentered military service and on March 3, 1847, was commissioned a lieutenant colonel in the 14th U.S. Army Infantry Regiment. He saw action at the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco. Major General Winfield Scott brevetted Hébert colonel for his actions during the Battle of Molino del Rey. Hébert also fought at Chapultepec and Mexico City.

After the war, Hébert returned to Louisiana to manage his sugar plantation. In 1849 he ran for a state senate seat as a Democrat but lost the election by nine votes. Three years later he was elected governor of Louisiana, an office he held from 1853 to 1856.

When Louisiana seceded from the Union on January 26, 1861, Hébert was elected colonel of the 1st Louisiana Volunteer Artillery Regiment. Almost immediately thereafter, he received a commission as a brigadier general of state forces, along with command of the state’s volunteer militia. Commissioned a brigadier general in the Confederate Army on August 17, 1861, Hébert was assigned to the Department of Texas, charged with evaluating coastal defenses at Galveston. On May 26, 1862, he assumed temporary command of the Trans-Mississippi Department until he was replaced by Major General John B. Magruder on June 20. Hébert then moved back to his home state to command the Sub-District of North Louisiana, where he was involved in efforts to relieve pressure on Vicksburg. In January 1865 Hébert was assigned to command the Eastern Sub-District of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona.

After the war, Hébert received a pardon from President Andrew Johnson that freed Hébert from the political restrictions placed on most former Confederate officers. He then returned to his plantation and immersed himself in politics. Although he never again sought office for himself, Hébert led a faction of the Louisiana Democratic Party that backed Liberal Republican Horace Greeley’s presidential campaign of 1872. The following year, Republican carpetbagger governor William Pitt Kellogg favored Hébert with a seat on the Louisiana Board of Engineers. Hébert was appointed to the U.S. Board of Engineers’ Mississippi River Commission in 1874 to direct the building of a levee system. From 1877 to the end of his life, he was an active member of his state’s Democratic Party. Hébert died in New Orleans on August 29, 1880.
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Heckman, Charles Adam

Birth Date: December 3, 1822

Death Date: January 14, 1896

Union officer. Charles Adam Heckman was born on December 3, 1822, in Easton, Pennsylvania. After being educated locally and working as a store clerk, Heckman served as a regular army sergeant during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). After the conflict he moved to Phillipsburg, New Jersey, and worked as a train conductor for the New Jersey Central Railroad.

On October 8, 1861, Heckman received a lieutenant colonel’s commission in the 9th New Jersey Infantry Regiment. Ordered to North Carolina, his regiment was in reserve during Union military operations along the coast.

While still in North Carolina on occupation duty, Heckman was promoted to colonel on February 10, 1862, and to brigadier general of volunteers on November 29. His next posting was with the Army of the James in Virginia, where he had command of garrisons in Portsmouth and Norfolk. He saw his first significant combat at the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864), where he led a brigade ineffectively and was taken prisoner. Heckman and 50 other Union officers were transported to Charleston, South Carolina, where they were used as human shields to preclude the Federals from firing artillery into the city. He was exchanged in September 1864.

Within days of his exchange, Heckman was given charge of the 2nd Division, XVIII Corps, under Major General Edward O. C. Ord, who was then engaged in the ongoing Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Heckman soon had another opportunity to demonstrate his military incompetence. During a Union attack on Petersburg’s Fort Harrison on September 29, Ord was wounded and entrusted his command to Heckman. Heckman committed one blunder after another and virtually ignored the battle plans. Ord’s command was thus defeated, and Heckman was promptly divested of his brief corps command, returning to division command.

In early 1865, Heckman took temporary command of XXV Corps, but by then his ineptitude had finally caught up with him. Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant relieved him of field command on March 23, compelling Heckman to resign his commission on May 25. Upon his return to New Jersey, he became a dispatcher for the New Jersey Central Railroad. Heckman died on January 14, 1896, in Germantown, Pennsylvania.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Drewry’s Bluff, Second Battle of; Ord, Edward Otho Cresap; Petersburg Campaign

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Heintzelman, Samuel Peter

Birth Date: September 30, 1805

Death Date: May 1, 1880

Union officer. Samuel Peter Heintzelman was born in Manheim, Pennsylvania, on September 30, 1805. Graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1826, he was assigned as a second lieutenant to the 3rd U.S. Infantry. Heintzelman performed garrison duties. On July 7, 1838, he was promoted to captain in the Quartermaster Department. He later served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was brevetted major on October 9, 1847. Heintzelman was promoted to major, 1st infantry, in 1855.

When the Civil War began, Heintzelman was promoted to colonel of the new 17th Infantry Regiment. On May 17, 1861, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers. Heintzelman led a division at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he was wounded. On March 8, 1862, he was assigned command of III Corps of the Army of the Potomac. Advanced to major general on May 5, 1862, he led his corps in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), during which he performed poorly, and at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), where his leadership was again underwhelming. On October 12, 1862, Heintzelman was relieved of command of III Corps and assigned to the Military District of Washington. He remained in command of the Washington defenses for two years before being assigned to command the Northern Department, headquartered in Columbus, Ohio. Brevetted through major general in the regular establishment, he mustered out of the volunteers in August 1865 and resumed his career in the regular army as colonel of the 17th Infantry.

Heintzelman served with occupation forces in Texas and on various military review boards until his retirement in 1869 as a major general. He died in Washington, D.C., on May 1, 1880.
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Helena, Battle of

Event Date: July 4, 1863

Confederate attack loosely related to the relief of Vicksburg. U.S. major general Benjamin M. Prentiss, commander of the District of Eastern Arkansas, had established his headquarters at the federal enclave of Helena on the Mississippi River. Union troops had occupied Helena in July 1862, and that place soon became a major Union logistical base. To protect it against attack, the city boasted extensive defensive works, including a semicircle of breastworks and rifle pits supported by four artillery batteries and the timberclad Tyler (7 guns) in the river. Prentiss, however, had been obliged to send most of his 20,000 troops south to assist in Union operations against Vicksburg, so in early July only 4,129 Union troops were stationed at Helena.

Lieutenant General Theophilus H. Holmes, commander of the Confederate District of Arkansas, aware that the Union garrison at Helena had been depleted, was determined to retake that place to prevent it from being used as a base for further Union movement into Arkansas and to relieve pressure on Vicksburg, which unknown to Holmes was soon to fall. Receiving permission to attack Helena from Lieutenant General Edmund Kirby Smith, commander of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi Department, Holmes assembled some 7,600 men.

Holmes planned a converging attack by three Confederate columns. Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke was to move with his 1,700 dismounted cavalry from the north, Major General Sterling Price would strike with 3,100 infantry from the west, and Brigadier General James Fleming Fagan would attack with 1,300 men from the southwest. Holmes’s plan of attack was developed without adequate intelligence regarding the strongly fortified Union defensive line, however, and Prentiss was also aware of an impending Confederate attack.

Although Holmes had ordered the attack to commence at dawn on July 4, 1863, firing began between pickets at 3:00 a.m. Despite faulty coordination and poor communications, the Confederates penetrated the Union defenses in several places, but Holmes fumbled away a chance for victory when he was unable to decide which of the attacks to strengthen with his reserves. The temporary Confederate advantage was soon lost. Union land artillery and the guns of the Tyler (which reportedly fired 413 rounds in support of the defenders) helped turn the tide, and by late morning the Confederates had been driven back. The Battle of Helena claimed 239 Union and 1,614 Confederate casualties.

Although overshadowed by the far larger battles of Vicksburg, which fell the same day, and Gettysburg, the Battle of Helena was an important Union victory, securing eastern Arkansas for the Union.
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Helm, Benjamin Hardin

Birth Date: June 2, 1831

Death Date: September 21, 1863

Confederate officer. Benjamin Hardin Helm was born in Bardstown, Kentucky, on June 2, 1831. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1851 and briefly served in the U.S. Army along the Texas frontier, but poor health forced him to return to Kentucky, where he attended law school at the University of Louisville. Upon graduation, he established a legal practice and was soon elected to the state legislature.

On March 26, 1856, Helm married Emilie Todd, the half sister of Mary Todd Lincoln. He soon formed a friendship with Abraham Lincoln, Emilie’s brother-in-law, although he and Lincoln had differing views on slavery. Helm owned no slaves but believed that his home state might accept compensated emancipation. This difference aside, Lincoln’s relationship with Helm was familial and caring but would jeopardize Lincoln’s political situation during the Civil War.

Shortly after the beginning of the Civil War, Lincoln summoned Helm to Washington with the intention of offering him a major’s commission in the Union Army’s paymaster corps. This was the highest appointment Lincoln could make without congressional approval and was a highly sought-after position. Lincoln understood the ramifications of this but saw it as a way to shield Helm from the dangers of war. Helm rejected the post, instead accepting a colonelcy in the Confederate Army. He commanded the 1st Kentucky Cavalry regiment from October 19, 1861, until March 14, 1862, when he was promoted to brigadier general. Helm then led an infantry brigade at the Battle of Baton Rouge (August 5, 1862), where he was injured when his horse fell. During his recovery, he held largely administrative posts in Alabama and Tennessee. In 1863 Helm took charge of the 1st Kentucky Brigade, the storied Orphan Brigade that participated in the failed relief of Vicksburg (June–July), before joining the Army of Tennessee near Chattanooga. Helm was mortally wounded on the second day of the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and died on September 21, 1863.

The news of Helm’s death sent the First Family into mourning. President Lincoln was visibly moved by the news. He summoned Helm’s widow to Washington, securing her travel through Union lines. Having the widow of a fallen Confederate general mourn at the White House created a political maelstrom, however, reinforcing the belief of many that Lincoln would not be reelected in 1864.
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Helper, Hinton Rowan

Birth Date: December 27, 1829

Death Date: March 8, 1909

Antislavery writer. Hinton Rowan Helper was born on December 27, 1829, in Rowan County, North Carolina, the son of a farmer. Helper’s family owned 200 acres and possibly a slave family. Aided by other relatives, his widowed mother sent him to nearby Mocksville Academy as a youth. In 1857 Helper published The Impending Crisis of the South: How to Meet It. A devastating attack on slavery, it purported to articulate the perspective of nonslaveholding whites. The book immediately propelled Helper to the center of the growing sectional controversy. Offering massive statistical documentation, The Impending Crisis called for the end of slavery because it was retarding the South’s industrial development, encouraged a disastrous one-crop economy, led to deforestation, and kept the nonslaveholding white majority poor and largely illiterate. Helper did not ignore the moral argument but applied the economic desperation of North Carolina’s piedmont to the entire South, thereby producing perhaps the bleakest picture possible. The Impending Crisis proved the most scathing indictment of slavery since Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

The growing Republican Party produced an abridged version, distributing 75,000 copies, and Helper became a hero to Free-Soilers in the North and the West. He associated with the leading abolitionists of the day. By contrast, in his native South, perhaps only radical abolitionist John Brown was more reviled.

Despite Helper’s widespread acceptance during the late 1850s and an appointment by the Abraham Lincoln administration as American consul in Buenos Aires, where Helper served from 1861 to 1865, his name plays a small role in the histories of the abolitionist crusade. Possibly this is because Helper, although a gifted polemicist, was temperamentally something of a crank. Back in 1855 he had penned Land of Gold, which denounced California as a national fraud. Helper had toiled there for several years yet failed to find riches. If abolitionists could ignore this little-read tome, few could overlook Helper’s Reconstruction-era activities. Helper launched a career as a fanatical white supremacy propagandist, demanding expulsion of all African Americans from the United States. He spent his final 30 years seeking a racially purified Latin America, although he had married an Argentine, Maria Louisa Rodriguez, in 1863.

Living in poverty, obscurity, and frustration in Washington, D.C., Helper committed suicide on March 8, 1909.
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Hendricks, Thomas

Birth Date: September 7, 1819

Death Date: November 25, 1885

Democratic Party politician. Thomas Hendricks was born in Muskingum County, Ohio, on September 7, 1819. Raised in Indiana, he graduated from Hanover College in 1841; studied law in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania; and then settled in Shelbyville, Indiana, where he was admitted to the bar in 1844. In 1848 Hendricks entered the Indiana state legislature as a Democrat. In 1851 he entered the U.S. House of Representatives, but he was defeated for reelection in 1854. In 1855 President Franklin Pierce appointed Hendricks commissioner of the General Land Office, a position he held until 1859.

After losing the Indiana gubernatorial race in 1860, Hendricks was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1863 by a Democratic legislature that had gained power because of a voter backlash against the Republicans’ antislavery, total-war policies. In the Senate, Hendricks attacked the Republicans for instituting a military draft and for imposing heavy taxes to wage the Civil War. He also opposed freeing the slaves, believing that emancipation was a state matter. After the war, Hendricks opposed adopting the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments and supported President Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction views.

In 1872 Hendricks was finally elected governor of Indiana. During his term he dealt successfully with labor riots, and in 1873 he signed the Baxter Prohibition Law, which was repealed two years later. He left office in 1877.

When Grover Cleveland was nominated for the presidency in 1884, Hendricks was chosen for the vice presidential spot to pacify the Democratic Party bosses and to strengthen the ticket in the Midwest. Although the Democratic ticket won the election, Hendricks died suddenly in Indianapolis on November 25, 1885, just nine months after taking office.
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Henrico, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit established in December 1861 that encompassed the Confederate capital of Richmond and the surrounding county of Henrico. On March 27, 1862, the Department of Henrico was expanded to include Petersburg and its environs. Brigadier General John H. Winder commanded the district. In addition to supervising prisoner-of-war camps in the area and Richmond city guards, he was responsible for carrying out martial law in Richmond and its environs during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862).

Winder’s tenure thereafter proved controversial, as he immediately banned the sale of liquor and demanded that all citizens relinquish their firearms. To ensure that the rules were followed, he utilized a group of civilian enforcers who soon became known derisively as “Winder’s Plug Uglies.” Winder also directed local authorities to arrest anyone suspected of disloyalty, as habeas corpus had been suspended in the department. Winder’s army of enforcers also prosecuted merchants for price gouging, closed down suspected gambling establishments, and had to quash the Bread Riot of April 2, 1863. Winder also made sure that his Plug Uglies did not engage in illegal and inappropriate behavior. Indeed, by the end of his tenure, he had fired all but one of his original enforcers.

The Department of Henrico was discontinued in May 1864.
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Henry Repeating Rifle

Revolutionary firearm. Benjamin Tyler Henry designed the .44-caliber (.435-inch) Henry repeating rifle in the late 1850s. It was an improved version of the earlier Volcanic repeating rifle and was manufactured by the New Haven Arms Company. The lever-action breech-loading Henry had a tubular magazine located under the barrel. The rifle weighed 9.25 pounds and was 44.75 inches in overall length with an 18-inch barrel. The Henry employed copper (later brass) rim-fire cartridge cases with 26 grains of powder and a 200-grain lead bullet; the magazine held 16 rounds. Pulling the lever down ejected the spent cartridge case from the chamber and cocked the hammer. A spring at the end of the tubular magazine seated the next round in the chamber. Pulling the lever back up sealed the rifle for firing.

Rate of fire was reportedly 28 rounds per minute. The Henry had slightly less muzzle velocity (1,100 feet per second) than other contemporary repeating rifles such as the Spencer, which was also more rugged and thus better suited for field use. The Henry also lacked a safety, and a chambered round would fire if the hammer was struck a blow. Another problem was that there was no wooden stock under the barrel, and after a few shots in rapid succession the rifle could become too hot to hold.

Approximately 14,000 Henry rifles were manufactured, most of them during the Civil War. Of this number, the U.S. government purchased 1,731. Although the Henry was never officially adopted by the U.S. Army, individual soldiers purchased it for their personal use. Two Union Henry-equipped regiments inflicted heavy casualties on attacking Confederates in the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864). Very few Henrys found their way into Confederate service even upon capture because of the difficulty of securing ammunition, which was also a problem for Union soldiers employing this firearm.
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The Henry repeating rifle. Developed in the 1850s, the lever-action .44-caliber Henry had a tubular magazine under the barrel and utilized rim-fire cartridge cases. (Civil War Archive/The Bridgeman Art Library)

Oliver Winchester secured control of the company after the war and improved the Henry by adding a loading gate in the receiver at the back end of the magazine and a wooden forestock to protect the shooter’s hand. This became the famous Winchester Model 1866 rifle, which served as the foundation for the Winchester repeating rifles of the late 19th century. With the introduction of the Model 1866 rifle, the New Haven Arms Company was renamed the Winchester Repeating Arms Company.
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Herndon, William Henry

Birth Date: December 25, 1818

Death Date: March 18, 1891

President Abraham Lincoln’s close friend, law partner, and biographer. William Henry Herndon was born in Greensburg, Kentucky, on December 25, 1818. His biological father died when he was an infant, and his mother, Rebecca Day Johnson, then married Archer G. Herndon, who adopted him. The family moved to Springfield, Illinois, when William Herndon was seven years old. He attended local schools and later Illinois College, where he was exposed to abolitionist ideas. When Herndon’s father became aware of the abolitionist atmosphere of the college, however, he forced the boy to quit school. The issue of abolitionism served as a wedge between father and son, especially as William Herndon grew older and his abolitionist convictions became more pronounced.

After Herndon returned home from college, he began work as a clerk at Joshua Speed’s store. Abraham Lincoln also worked there, and the two young men developed a close friendship. In the years that followed, they discussed politics, joined a poetry society, and became charter members of the Young Men’s Lyceum. Both married, fathered children, and led separate lives, but they remained in close touch. In the 1840s, for example, Lincoln was the junior law partner of Stephen T. Logan and suggested to Herndon that he should also study law. Herndon took his friend’s advice and was later formally admitted to the bar. When the Logan & Lincoln partnership was dissolved, Lincoln asked Herndon to become his junior partner, and the latter accepted in 1844. They became successful attorneys because they greatly complemented each other’s talents. Herndon was an excellent researcher, while Lincoln was a formidable trial lawyer.

During their 16 years together in the law office, Herndon shared his abolitionist views with Lincoln. The discussions that continued between them made Herndon a great admirer of Lincoln, and Herndon worked tirelessly in support of Lincoln’s bids for political office. Also, because Herndon was a voracious reader while Lincoln read comparatively little, Herndon called to Lincoln’s attention a variety of abolitionist literature that would have otherwise gone unnoticed by the future president. Just how much Herndon influenced Lincoln’s views is still a matter of contention among scholars, but it is safe to say that Herndon had Lincoln’s ear in the years leading up to the presidency. A testament of Lincoln’s loyalty to Herndon was his request that Herndon not change the Lincoln & Herndon law office sign while he was in the White House.
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William Henry Herndon was a law partner and close friend of Abraham Lincoln. He subsequently wrote a biography of the president, seeking to demythologize him. Although influential with historians, the work was not well received by the public. (Library of Congress)

After Lincoln’s April 1865 assassination, Herndon traveled to Kentucky and Indiana and began collecting reminiscences for a Lincoln biography. Herndon allowed other biographers to make use of his material long before—in old age—he found a collaborator in Jesse W. Weik to help him write his own biography of Lincoln. Herndon’s aim was to demythologize the Lincoln legend that historians had already created. Herndon pointed out Lincoln’s failings and wrote about a Lincoln romance with Ann Rutledge, controversial ever since. Herndon’s Lincoln: The True Story of a Great Life (1889), although influential with historians, was not well received by the public. Herndon also served as city attorney, mayor of Springfield, and state bank examiner but is best remembered for his close association with Lincoln. Herndon died in Fancy Creek Township, seven miles north of Springfield, Illinois, on March 18, 1891.
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Herron, Francis Jay

Birth Date: February 17, 1837

Death Date: January 8, 1902

Union officer. Francis Jay Herron was born on February 17, 1837, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. After attending the University of Pittsburgh, he moved to Iowa, where he and two of his brothers founded a bank in Dubuque. Herron also raised and commanded a local militia company. He entered federal service as a captain in the 1st Iowa Infantry on May 14, 1861. He was present for the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), after which he became lieutenant colonel of the 9th Iowa Infantry.

Herron’s gallantry at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), where he was wounded and captured, earned him a promotion to brigadier general of volunteers on July 16, 1862. Thirty years later he was awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions there. Returning to duty late in 1862, he commanded two divisions of the Army of the Frontier in the Trans-Mississippi theater and played a major role in the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862) in Arkansas.

After marching his 6,000-man force some 150 miles in four days, Herron performed ably at Prairie Grove and was advanced to major general, to date from November 29, 1862. Transferred to Mississippi, he commanded a division in the Army of Tennessee and was then engaged during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and was selected to lead the procession of Union troops into the vanquished city on July 4. Herron’s next major engagement was the capture of Yazoo City on July 13, which he helped lead.

Herron was subsequently given charge of a division in XIII Corps, Department of the Gulf. After occupying much of the lower Texas coast, he established headquarters at Brownsville. His forces interdicted Confederate goods—especially cotton—moving to nearby Mexico. Herron also played a sizable role in helping Mexican forces under Benito Juárez fight the French intervention instigated by Napoleon III and in preventing French occupation forces from advancing toward the Rio Grande. Herron closed out the war commanding the Northern District of Louisiana, mustering out in June 1865.

Herron remained in Louisiana, where he was a tax collector in New Orleans and a U.S. marshal. After serving briefly as Louisiana’s secretary of state, he moved to New York City in 1877, where he was engaged in banking but died penniless on January 8, 1902.
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Heth, Henry

Birth Date: December 16, 1825

Death Date: September 27, 1899

Confederate officer. Henry Heth was born on December 16, 1825, at Black Heath estate in Chesterfield County, Virginia. An 1847 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, he did not see action in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) but served in the infantry on the frontier, rising to captain. Once Virginia seceded from the Union, Heth resigned his commission and was appointed a major in the Confederate Army.

Heth was quickly promoted to lieutenant colonel and served as acting quartermaster general of the Virginia State Forces. Promoted to colonel, in December 1861 he briefly commanded the 45th Virginia Infantry. Heth was then given command of the Lewisburg Military District in present-day West Virginia and was promoted to brigadier general on January 6, 1862. He suffered defeat at the Battle of Lewisburg (May 23, 1862).

Heth next participated in the Confederate invasion of Kentucky and commanded a division in eastern Tennessee. In the spring of 1863 he was transferred to the Army of Northern Virginia at the request of General Robert E. Lee. Heth took command of a brigade in Lieutenant General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s II Corps and saw action at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Upon the reorganization of the army, Heth was promoted to major general and assumed command of a division in Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s new III Corps.
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Confederate major general Henry Heth is best remembered for bringing on the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) when he defied General Robert E. Lee’s order to avoid a general engagement. (Library of Congress)

Heth is best remembered for his role in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He inadvertently initiated the battle in defiance of Lee’s order to avoid a general engagement. Heth was wounded in the fighting at Gettysburg on July 1. His division was then commanded by Brigadier General James Johnston Pettigrew and suffered heavy casualties during Pickett’s Charge. Heth returned to command during the army’s withdrawal back into Virginia.

Heth commanded his division during the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). During the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7), Heth’s division was attacked head-on seven times but held its ground. Heth ordered a counterattack, and his unit sustained heavy casualties. His division then took part in the Union Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Heth surrendered with the army at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865. He ended the war with a reputation for bravery but also for rashness.

After the war, Heth pursued business interests with mixed success and was also employed by the federal government as a surveyor and in the Office of Indian Affairs. Heth died in Washington, D.C., on September 27, 1899.
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Hickenlooper, Andrew

Birth Date: August 10, 1837

Death Date: May 12, 1904

Union officer. Andrew Hickenlooper was born on August 10, 1837, in Cincinnati, Ohio. He attended Woodward and Xavier Colleges, both in Cincinnati. He became the city engineer in 1856 and was acting as the city’s surveyor when the Civil War erupted in 1861. On August 31, 1861, Hickenlooper was mustered as a captain into the 5th Battery of the Ohio Light Artillery, which he had helped organize. The 5th Battery soon became known as Hickenlooper’s Battery.

Hickenlooper played an important role on April 6 in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7), repelling one Confederate charge with his guns before being forced to retire. He also distinguished himself in the pursuit of Confederate forces to Corinth, Mississippi. Hickenlooper then assumed command of the division artillery in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). Major General James McPherson, commanding XVII Corps, Army of the Tennessee, then assigned Hickenlooper to his staff as chief engineer. During the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) when retreating Confederate forces destroyed the bridge over the Black River, Hickenlooper devised an ingenious replacement bridge formed of bales of cotton, allowing the crossing of men, artillery, and baggage trains.

Hickenlooper also provided important service during the siege of Vicksburg, overseeing mining operations by XVII Corps and an attempt to blow up Fort Hill by tunneling beneath it and exploding a large mine. Hickenlooper later held a variety of assignments in the Army of the Tennessee and participated in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), the March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864), and the Carolinas Campaign (January–April 1865). He was promoted to lieutenant colonel on September 14, 1864, and brevetted brigadier general of volunteers on March 13, 1865. He briefly commanded an infantry brigade before mustering out of the service in July 1865.

Following the war, Hickenlooper remained active in Union veterans’ organizations, was involved in business concerns, and served one term as lieutenant governor of Ohio. In 1903 he published a book on the Battle of Shiloh. Hickenlooper died in Cincinnati on May 12, 1904.
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Hickenlooper’s Battery

Acclaimed Union artillery battery. Officially mustered into federal service on September 22, 1861, at Cincinnati, Ohio, as the 5th Battery of the Ohio Light Artillery, it was known as Hickenlooper’s Battery for its commander, Captain Andrew Hickenlooper.

Assigned to Brigadier General Benjamin Prentiss’s 6th Division of the Army of the Tennessee, the battery arrived at Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee, on April 5, 1861, and went into action the next day in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1861). Hickenlooper positioned his guns east of the Corinth Road. On the morning of April 6 Brigadier General Adley H. Gladden’s brigade attacked, and by 8:45 a.m. Hickenlooper’s Battery had been outflanked and the supporting Union infantry was in full retreat. Hickenlooper remained in place, and his guns continued to fire. Loaded with double canister and firing every 30 seconds, the battery forced Gladden’s brigade to withdraw. The Confederates re-formed and again advanced toward Hickenlooper’s exposed guns. Hickenlooper’s battery continued to fire into the advancing Confederates. When the Confederates were only yards away from his position, Hickenlooper ordered the men to retire. Almost immediately his own horse was hit three times, while 59 of the battery’s 80 horses were killed in the same volley of Confederate musketry. Nonetheless, Hickenlooper and his men managed to save four of their six guns. That afternoon, Hickenlooper redeployed two of the guns to assist the 8th Iowa in defense of the Hornet’s Nest.

Hickenlooper’s Battery took part in the subsequent Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), where its members again distinguished themselves. When Hickenlooper was advanced to take charge of the divisional artillery, Lieutenant Bellamy S. Matson assumed command. The battery saw service first with XVII Corps in Tennessee and next with XVI Corps in the siege of Vicksburg and then was assigned to Major General Frederick Steele’s Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864) and took part in the seizure of Little Rock, Arkansas, ending the war on garrison duty there. The battery was mustered out of service in July 1865. Despite its heavy action at Shiloh, only five of its members were killed in action during the war.
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Hicks, Thomas Holliday

Birth Date: September 2, 1798

Death Date: February 13, 1865

Maryland governor and U.S. senator. Thomas Holliday Hicks was born on September 2, 1798, in Dorchester County, Maryland. He acquired little formal education in county schools but nevertheless had a distinguished career in public service. Before becoming governor of Maryland, Hicks served as the sheriff of Dorchester County (1824), a state assemblyman (1830–1838), a member of both the state electoral college (1836) and the Governor’s Council (1837), and the Dorchester County registrar of wills (1838–1851, 1855–1861). He began his political career as a Democrat, then switched to the Whig Party, and subsequently became an adherent of the Know-Nothing Party. Later still he ran on the Union Party ticket and embraced Republicanism shortly before his death.

During the winter of 1860–1861, Hicks hoped that cooperation between the border states could preserve the Union. He resisted pressure to assemble the state legislature, fearful that it favored secession based on that governing body’s voting record in its previous session.

Hicks’s effort to keep Maryland neutral in the Civil War, however, was challenged by the Baltimore Riot. On April 19, 1861, Southern sympathizers attacked Union troops passing through Baltimore en route to Washington, D.C., resulting in the deaths of 12 Marylanders and 4 Union soldiers. Hicks subsequently urged President Abraham Lincoln not to send any more troops through the state. Hicks also allowed the burning of bridges and railroads around Baltimore, cutting off access to the city in order to prevent further violence against Union soldiers.

Hicks convened the state legislature on April 26, 1861, but moved it from Annapolis to Frederick, a pro-Union area. Most legislators opposed secession, but they criticized Lincoln’s war policies as violations of state sovereignty. Hicks ignored these complaints, helped the federal government cut off aid from Maryland to the Confederacy, and organized the state’s Union Party. He left the governor’s office in January 1862.

In late December 1862, Maryland governor Augustus W. Bradford appointed Hicks to the U.S. Senate to fill the vacancy caused by the death of James Pearce. In the Senate, Hicks accepted the abolition of slavery (but not black equality), served on the Committee of Naval Affairs, supported Lincoln’s 1864 reelection, and usually voted with Republicans. Hicks died in Baltimore on February 13, 1865, from an infection following an amputation.
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Higgins, Edward

Birth Date: 1821

Death Date: January 31, 1875

Confederate officer. Edward Higgins was born in 1821 in Norfolk, Virginia, but was raised by an uncle in Louisiana. Higgins entered the U.S. Navy as a midshipman in 1836, reaching the rank of lieutenant by the time he resigned in 1854. Thereafter he was an executive officer on various civilian mail steamers operating along the East Coast.

Higgins enlisted in Confederate service in the spring of 1861 as a captain in the 1st Louisiana Artillery. He subsequently became aide-de-camp to Major General Davis E. Twiggs and remained in Louisiana, where he also was involved in the erection of defensive works on Ship Island.

Advanced to lieutenant colonel of the 21st Louisiana Infantry Regiment, Higgins took part in the garrisoning of Forts Jackson and St. Philip, near the mouth of the Mississippi below New Orleans. He was taken prisoner in the New Orleans Campaign (April 18–May 1, 1862), during which the two forts were captured, but he was exchanged shortly thereafter.

Upon his return to duty, Higgins received command of the 22nd Louisiana Artillery Regiment and was dispatched to Vicksburg, Mississippi, where the Confederates expected a major Union effort to take the city. On the last day of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), he was again taken prisoner. Exchanged in the early autumn, Higgins was promoted to brigadier general to date from October 29, 1863.

Sent to Mobile, Alabama, to help man the defenses there, Higgins remained in the city until late 1864, at which time records indicate that he was relieved of command but for reasons unknown. Without orders, he eventually made his way east to Macon, Georgia, where he was paroled at war’s end.

After the war Higgins became an importer and an insurance agent in Norfolk until moving to San Francisco in 1872. There he was employed as a steamship agent until his death in the city on January 31, 1875.
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Higginson, Thomas Wentworth

Birth Date: December 22, 1823

Death Date: May 9, 1911

Abolitionist, Union officer, and ardent proponent of women’s rights. Born on December 22, 1823, in Cambridge, Massachusetts, Thomas Wentworth Higginson graduated from Harvard College in 1841. In 1847 he graduated from Harvard’s divinity school and became a minister at the Unitarian First Religious Society in Newburyport, Massachusetts. While a student at Harvard, Higginson had become active in the abolitionist and women’s rights movements. His advocacy of abolition was so strong that he vowed not to support politicians who defended the U.S. Constitution, which he believed endorsed and protected slavery. Higginson, along with abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, wanted to dissolve the Union so that a new one could be constructed among Northern states based on antislavery principles.

These views caused political and professional difficulties for Higginson in the 1850s. In 1850 he ran unsuccessfully for Congress on the Free Soil ticket, which opposed the extension of slavery. That same year, he lost his ministerial position because of his tendency to merge religion and politics.

A believer in the use of force to resist slavery, Higginson joined a Boston vigilance committee in 1851 and became involved in several schemes to rescue runaway slaves. In 1854 he joined a celebrated effort to rescue Anthony Burns, a fugitive slave. Higginson and others battered down the door of the courthouse in Boston where Burns was being held before being returned south. Higginson was indicted—along with several others—for the murder of a deputy who had been killed in the fracas, but an error in the indictment led to their release. The attempt to rescue Burns ultimately failed.

In 1856 Higginson became involved in the struggle to make Kansas a free state. While traveling to promote this effort, he met the militant abolitionist John Brown, and the two men became friends. Higginson publicized the free-soil cause in Kansas in letters to the New York Tribune, which were then collected and published as a tract called A Ride through Kansas (1856). Higginson’s association with Brown continued throughout the 1850s and led to his involvement as one of the so-called Secret Six who financially supported Brown’s raid on Harpers Ferry in 1859.

Higginson continued advocating abolitionism and in 1861 helped raise and drill a volunteer regiment, of which he served as captain. As he was preparing to leave for the front in November 1862, he was offered the position of colonel of the first African American regiment in the Union Army, the 1st South Carolina Volunteers. From November 1862 until May 1864 when he left the service because of a wound, he led the regiment capably in southern South Carolina, Georgia, and northern Florida.

After the war Higginson published many works of fiction and nonfiction. Meanwhile, he threw his energies into the women’s rights movement. He participated in state, regional, and national suffrage associations, and he also edited the Woman’s Journal from 1870 to 1884. Higginson advocated woman suffrage and coeducation, maintaining that women were the intellectual equals of men. He championed these causes while in the Massachusetts legislature (1880–1881) as well.

Higginson died in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on May 9, 1911.
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High Bridge, Battle of

Start Date: April 6, 1865

End Date: April 7, 1865

Engagement of the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). High Bridge was located on the Southside Railroad, four miles northeast of Farmville in Prince Edward County, Virginia, and was the rail and wagon crossing of the Appomattox River and its floodplain. The wagon bridge was located immediately below the rail bridge. The span was some 2,400 feet in length and 160 feet in maximum height above the river valley. General Robert E. Lee, Confederate Army general in chief, had abandoned Richmond and Petersburg and was withdrawing westward with what remained of the Army of Northern Virginia, hoping to reach Lynchburg and then move south by rail to link up with General Joseph E. Johnston’s forces in North Carolina. To have any hope of accomplishing this, the Confederates would have to first hold High Bridge until all Confederate forces could withdraw across it and then burn the bridge to cut off the pursuing Union Army of the Potomac with general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant.

On April 6 the bulk of Lee’s forces were north of the Appomattox, but the Confederate rear guard under Lieutenant General James Longstreet was south of the river at Rice’s Station. Longstreet ordered Major General Thomas L. Rosser and 1,200 cavalry to secure the bridges until remaining Confederate forces could pass over the Appomattox. At the same time, Union Army of the James commander Major General Edward O. C. Ord ordered Brigadier General Theodore Read, his chief of staff, with 900 men of the 123rd Ohio and 54th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiments and three companies of the 4th Massachusetts Cavalry to destroy High Bridge.

The 80 Union cavalrymen of Read’s force reached the bridge in advance of the Union infantry and seized control of the south end of the span. As they prepared to fire the bridge, the Confederate cavalrymen came across and engaged the Union infantry about a half mile from the bridge. The Union cavalrymen rode to the sound of the fighting. Intense hand-to-hand combat ensued, with the outnumbered Union force overwhelmed and Read among the Union dead. Union casualties totaled 847, with 800 of them captured. Confederate losses were fewer than 100 men.

On April 7 as the last troops of Confederate major general John B. Gordon’s II Corps crossed over the Appomattox on High Bridge, Union major general Andrew A. Humphreys’s II Corps of the Army of the Potomac arrived. The Confederates set fire to the bridge behind them, but troops of Brigadier General Francis C. Barlow rushed forward and managed to save a large part of the railroad bridge and all of the wagon bridge. The men of II Corps then crossed over the Appomattox and engaged the Confederate rearguard division under Major General William Mahone that had held the bridge. The Union troops managed to hold the span, and by noon on April 7 the entire Union II Corps had crossed to the north bank.

Grant was thus able to continue the pursuit without letup, resulting in Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House two days later.
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Hill, Adams Sherman

Birth Date: January 30, 1833

Death Date: December 25, 1910

American journalist. Adams Sherman Hill was born on January 30, 1833, in Boston, Massachusetts. He graduated from Harvard College in 1855. Hill gravitated toward reporting, and in 1858 the New York Tribune hired him as a night editor. In the early spring of 1861, he was assigned to the newspaper’s Washington, D.C., bureau as assistant chief. On July 18, 1861, Hill and an associate witnessed an infantry engagement at Blackburn’s Ford, Virginia. Hill became so frightened that he fled the scene and wrote a news story that was grossly inaccurate. He kept his job but was not given another battle assignment. Instead, he organized the Tribune’s war coverage and supervised the Washington bureau. In January 1863 Hill became bureau chief.

Hill cultivated an impressive array of contacts that made the Tribune’s coverage of the war among the best in the nation. He also assembled an extensive number of confidential contacts, including cabinet members and other high-level government officials. But Hill soon ran afoul of the Tribune’s legendary editor, Horace Greeley, who disliked Hill’s impartial style of journalism. Greeley preferred the rough-and-tumble old-style journalism, which thrived on partisanship. This led to Hill’s resignation in December 1863.

Within weeks, Hill and several other journalists formed the Independent News Room Service, which provided information and stories to papers throughout the country; its chief competitor was the Associated Press. The new news service engaged in sometimes cut-throat competition with the Associated Press, so much so that the Independent News Room Service became briefly embroiled in the Gold Hoax of 1864. As it turned out, it was the Independent Telegraph Company that had unknowingly helped perpetrate the fraud, but because Hill’s news service had utilized that company, War Department officials had initially believed that Hill was involved. Despite this momentary setback, the Independent News Room Service continued to grow in the last months of the war.

In 1872 Hill left journalism to take a teaching position at Harvard. Four years later, now as a full professor, he chaired the English Department. Hill also published two noteworthy books—Our English (1889) and Foundations of Rhetoric (1892)—before his death on December 25, 1910, in Boston.
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Hill, Ambrose Powell

Birth Date: November 9, 1825

Death Date: April 2, 1865

Confederate officer. Ambrose Powell Hill, widely known as A. P. Hill, was born in Culpeper County, Virginia, on November 9, 1825. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1847, 15th in a class of 38, and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st Artillery. He saw service in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).


Hill was promoted to first lieutenant in September 1851. After duty on the frontier, he was assigned to the Coast Survey and participated in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858). In October 1860 he was granted a leave of absence from the army, and in March 1861 he resigned his commission in response to the deepening crisis over secession. When Virginia left the Union, he was commissioned a colonel and given command of the 13th Virginia Infantry Regiment.

Advanced to brigadier general in February 1862, Hill took command of a brigade. In the 1862 Peninsula Campaign, he saw action at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5). Promoted to major general that May, he took command of a division, distinguishing himself in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Hill’s Light Division was actually one of the largest divisions in General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. At Mechanicsville on June 26, Hill led the main attack that was repulsed. His division also spearheaded attacks at Gaines’ Mill (June 27) and Frayser’s Farm (June 30).
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Confederate lieutenant general Ambrose P. Hill was an effective brigade and division commander in the Army of Northern Virginia but proved ill suited in higher, corps command. Hill was shot and killed just before the end of the war, on April 2, 1865. (Medford Historical Society Collection/Corbis)

Hill’s division fought effectively in the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) and in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30). His troops participated in the capture of Harpers Ferry in September, where 11,000 Union troops were taken prisoner and vast amounts of valuable supplies were secured. The division’s timely arrival likely saved Lee’s army in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and performed well at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) as part of Lieutenant General Thomas Jackson’s II Corps.

During the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Hill’s division participated in Jackson’s flanking attack, and Hill assumed command of Jackson’s corps after Jackson was mortally wounded. Hill was himself subsequently wounded in the battle. In the reorganization of Lee’s army following Jackson’s death, Hill was promoted to lieutenant general in late May and given command of the new III Corps.

Hill and his corps participated in Lee’s second invasion of the North, which terminated in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). While Hill had performed magnificently as a brigade and divisional commander, his performance at the corps level was utterly undistinguished. The actions of his corps led to the premature start of the battle against the explicit orders of Lee, whose forces were then still dispersed. Hill was ill and largely passive for most of the next two days of fighting. On October 14, 1863, Hill was soundly beaten at Bristoe Station, where he took heavy casualties in frontal assaults against a well dug-in Union corps, believing that he was attacking a Union rear guard. Hill’s troops fought in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), but he was again ill and relinquished command, largely missing the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) before returning to fight in the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). He participated in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) but was again ill in the winter of 1864–1865.

On April 2, 1865, during the final Union assault at Petersburg and only a week before Lee’s surrender, a Union soldier shot and killed Hill as he rushed to restore the crumbling Confederate lines. Following the war, Hill’s frequent illnesses became the subject of considerable debate. Some have attributed this to mental problems, while others contend that the illnesses were brought on by complications from venereal disease contracted while he was a West Point cadet. He almost certainly suffered from kidney and urinary diseases.
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Hill, Benjamin Harvey

Birth Date: September 14, 1823

Death Date: August 16, 1882

Confederate politician. Benjamin Harvey Hill was born on September 14, 1823, in Jasper County, Georgia. He graduated from the University of Georgia in 1844. Admitted to the bar later that year, he commenced a lucrative legal practice. A political chameleon, Hill had numerous affiliations, including Whigs, Know-Nothings, Constitutional Unionists, Democrats, and Republicans. His first elective office came in 1851, when he took a seat in the Georgia legislature. During 1859 and 1860, he was a state senator.

Initially opposed to secession, Hill quickly reversed his position when his state voted to leave the Union. He was a member of the Provisional Confederate Congress, where he supported the concept that a strong central government was essential to winning the Civil War. Later in 1861 he took a seat in the Confederate Senate, serving until war’s end in 1865. There he initially supported President Jefferson Davis’s war policies, but after the Confederate military situation began to worsen in July 1863, Hill joined ranks with a peace faction that urged a negotiated end to the hostilities.

After Richmond fell in the spring of 1865, Hill was arrested by Union officials and jailed at Fort Lafayette (New York). President Andrew Johnson paroled him in July 1865, at which time Hill returned to his home in LaGrange, Georgia. By the late 1860s, he had reentered the political fray and was a vociferous opponent of Reconstruction. In 1875 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Republican, serving until 1877. Once in Congress, he turned on his own party by glorifying the Southern cause and former Confederate president Davis. By 1877, Hill was again a Democrat. That year he was elected to the U.S. Senate and remained there until his death on August 16, 1882, in Atlanta.
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Hill, Benjamin Jefferson

Birth Date: June 13, 1825

Death Date: January 5, 1880

Confederate officer. Benjamin Jefferson Hill was born on June 13, 1825, in McMinnville, Tennessee, where he eventually became a successful businessman. From 1855 to 1861, he was a state senator. In the spring of 1861 Hill enlisted in the Provisional Army of Tennessee, with the rank of colonel. He was given charge of the 5th Tennessee Volunteer Infantry (later the 35th Tennessee) but left that post in September 1861, at which time he received a colonel’s commission in the Confederate Army, eventually commanding the same regiment in Brigadier General Patrick R. Cleburne’s brigade.

Hill’s first significant combat came in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). He remained in Cleburne’s brigade until November 1863, seeing action at the Battles of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862), Perryville (October 8, 1862), Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), and Missionary Ridge (November 23, 1863). Hill then served as the Army of Tennessee’s provost marshal, a post he held until August 24, 1864. In the waning days of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Hill again held a field command.

Advanced to brigadier general on November 30, 1864, Hill saw action during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864), leading a cavalry brigade. In early 1865 he was detailed to Alabama, where he finished out the war. After the conflict he returned to McMinnville, Tennessee, where he revived his business. Hill died in McMinnville on January 5, 1880.
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Hill, Daniel Harvey

Birth Date: July 12, 1821

Death Date: September 24, 1889

Confederate officer. Daniel Harvey (D. H.) Hill, a descendant of American Revolutionary War Patriots, was born on July 12, 1821, at Hill’s Iron Works in York District, South Carolina. Hill was just four years old when his father died, and he grew up the youngest of 11 children in genteel poverty. Hill entered the U.S. Military Academy in 1838 and graduated in 1842 as a brevet second lieutenant of artillery. He served with the 1st and 3rd Artillery Regiments for three years before deploying to Texas in 1845 as part of the Army of Occupation under Brigadier General Zachary Taylor.
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Confederate major general Daniel Harvey Hill’s criticism of the actions of his commander, General Braxton Bragg, cost him both his command and promotion to lieutenant general. (Library of Congress)

Hill transferred to the 4th Artillery in January 1846, and in September he fought intrepidly in the Battle of Monterrey in September 1846. In March 1847 as a new first lieutenant, he took part in the siege of Veracruz, followed by the Battle of Cerro Gordo in April. Hill led one group of attackers in the Battle of Contreras in August, and in September he volunteered to help lead the assault on the Fortress of Chapultepec. For his gallantry at Contreras and Chapultepec, Hill received brevet promotions to captain and major, respectively.

Hill distinguished himself throughout the Mexican-American War but also anonymously published several critical newspaper articles about the inefficiency of the War Department and undisciplined volunteer regiments. Something of a perfectionist and disillusioned by the wartime politics within the army, he resigned his commission in February 1849.

From 1849 to 1859, Hill taught mathematics at Washington College in Virginia and Davidson College in North Carolina. During that time he published a book on algebra and two religious texts. In 1859 he became superintendent of the North Carolina Military Institute in Charlotte, North Carolina. In May 1861 Hill, a strong believer in state sovereignty, joined the Confederate cause as a colonel of the 1st North Carolina Volunteers. He commanded the regiment at the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861) in Virginia, defeating his Union opponent and earning promotion to brigadier general. Promoted to major general in March 1862, Hill commanded a division during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and saw heavy fighting in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). After a brief stint commanding the Department of North Carolina, he returned to command a division in the Maryland Campaign (September 1862) and at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). He resumed command of the Department of North Carolina in February 1863, but on July 11 he was promoted to lieutenant general and given a corps in General Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee, which Hill led during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863).

Deeply religious yet highly opinionated and fiercely protective of his reputation, Hill often clashed with fellow officers and politicians. These conflicts tended to overshadow his considerable tactical skill.

Indeed, Hill openly criticized both Bragg and Robert E. Lee, Confederate president Jefferson Davis’s favorite commanders. Hill’s criticisms soured his relations with Davis and caused a rift between himself and Lee so deep that the two men were never reconciled. Hill’s withering criticism of Bragg’s perceived failures at Chickamauga cost Hill his command, and his promotion to lieutenant general was never confirmed by the Confederate Congress. Thereafter Hill saw sporadic action but never again held a significant command. Still, he rendered valuable service as a volunteer aide to General P. G. T. Beauregard at Petersburg and in the Carolinas Campaign, commanding a corps in the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865). Hill surrendered with General Joseph Johnston’s command on April 26.

After the war Hill published two periodicals, the Land We Love (1854–1869) and the Southern Home (1870–1877), which featured local news, articles on the Confederacy’s military, Southern literature, and his critiques of Reconstruction. He returned to academia in 1877, first as president of the Arkansas Industrial University (later the University of Arkansas) and then as president of Middle Georgia Military and Agricultural College. Hill died on September 24, 1889, in Charlotte, North Carolina.
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Hincks, Edward Winslow

Birth Date: May 30, 1830

Death Date: February 14, 1894

Union officer. Edward Winslow Hincks was born on May 30, 1830, in Bucksport, Maine. He became a printer in Bangor before relocating to Boston in 1849, where he became a successful businessman, was elected to the Massachusetts legislature, and studied law. In the spring of 1861, Hincks joined the 2nd U.S. Cavalry as a second lieutenant and also became lieutenant colonel of the 8th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, a 90-day militia unit. In May he resigned his regular commission, and in August he mustered out of the 8th Massachusetts. He then took command of the 19th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment on August 3 with the rank of colonel.

In the late summer of 1861, Hincks’s regiment was sent to eastern Maryland, where it guarded rail lines. His first major combat came during the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21, 1861). He then saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), during which he was wounded. Present for the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Hincks was again wounded, this time grievously. On recuperative leave for some six months, he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on November 29, 1862.

Hincks subsequently performed a number of administrative duties before being given command of a division of U.S. Colored Troops in XVIII Corps, Army of the James, in April 1864. He was present for part of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), but his lingering wounds kept him inactive for much of the time. In July 1864 Hincks’s precarious health led him to relinquish his field command; he was on recruiting duty until war’s end. He was also brevetted major general of volunteers.

After resigning his volunteer commission in June 1865, Hincks was commissioned lieutenant colonel of the 40th Infantry, later transferring to the 15th Infantry. After entering the regular establishment, he received brevets to colonel and brigadier general for his actions during the war. He was retired with the rank of colonel in December 1870. Thereafter, he had charge of the National Home for Disabled Volunteers and also headed a wounded soldiers’ home in Wisconsin. Hicks died on February 14, 1894, in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
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Hindman, Thomas Carmichael

Birth Date: January 28, 1828

Death Date: September 28, 1868

Confederate officer. Thomas Carmichael Hindman was born on January 28, 1828, in Knoxville, Tennessee, and moved to Jackson, Alabama, as a young boy. In 1841 his family relocated to a plantation in Tippah County, Mississippi. Hindman served as a lieutenant in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and studied law upon his return. Admitted to the Mississippi bar in 1851, during 1854 and 1855 he sat in the Mississippi House of Representatives. In 1856 he relocated to Helena, Arkansas, where he practiced law. Elected as a Democrat to the U.S. House of Representatives, he served from 1859 to 1861. A strong supporter of secession, he spearheaded a campaign to convince Arkansans to support the new Confederate government. After Arkansas seceded, he quit his House seat and recruited the 2nd Arkansas Infantry Regiment, becoming its colonel.

Advanced to brigadier general on September 28, 1861, Hindman saw action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he led a division and was slightly wounded. On April 14 he was promoted to major general and named commander of the Trans-Mississippi Department, headquartered in Arkansas. Overzealous in enforcing martial law and conscription in the department, he was replaced by Major General Theophilus Holmes. Now in command of Confederate forces in northern Arkansas, Hindman decided to take the offensive, but he suffered a strategic defeat at the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862). Unable to provide his men with adequate food or supplies, he was forced to retreat to the Arkansas River, leaving virtually all of northwestern Arkansas open to Union advances. Hindman soon requested reassignment and was attached to the Army of Tennessee.

In command of a division in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where he was wounded, Hindman missed the fighting at Chattanooga (October–November) but returned to briefly head a corps in the Army of Tennessee. He next saw action commanding a division during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) but was grievously wounded near Kennesaw Mountain (June 27), which effectively ended his battlefield career. He then joined his family members in Texas, where they had moved after being expelled from eastern Arkansas by Union forces.

Hindman decided to move his family to Mexico in June 1865 after his application for a pardon by President Andrew Johnson had been refused. There Hindman practiced law and became a coffee planter. In 1867 he returned to Helena, Arkansas, where he became embroiled in Reconstruction issues. His controversial stances on Reconstruction made many enemies, and on September 28, 1868, he was assassinated in his own home by an unknown gunman who shot him through a window.
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Hines, Thomas Henry

Birth Date: October 8, 1838

Death Date: January 23, 1898

Confederate officer and spy. Thomas Henry Hines was born on October 8, 1838, in Butler County, Kentucky. Eventually he became affiliated with a Masonic school in La Grange, Kentucky, and was principal of its grammar school (1859–1861). In September 1861 he enlisted in Confederate service, becoming part of an outfit known as Bucker’s Guides. On November 30 he was elevated to lieutenant. The following month he led a daring raid against the Union garrison at Borah’s Ferry, Kentucky. In April 1862 Hines joined the 9th Kentucky Cavalry, commanded by Colonel John Hunt Morgan, and was promoted to captain on June 10. Hines would often engage in sabotage and espionage missions under Morgan frequently in civilian guise, earning a reputation as a master of ingenious escapes.

In June 1863 during the preparations for Morgan’s Ohio Raid (July 2–22), Hines led a small band of Confederate partisans into Indiana to gauge support for Morgan’s raid among Copperheads (Peace Democrats). Hines also helped to lay in supplies for the upcoming campaign. On their way back into Kentucky, Hines’s men were forced to fight a small battle near Leavenworth, Indiana, on the Ohio River. They escaped only by swimming under fire across that large river. Hines finally linked up with Morgan and joined him on the Ohio Raid, at the end of which Hines and Morgan were captured and taken prisoner.

Imprisoned first at Johnson’s Island, the men were transferred to the Ohio State Penitentiary in Columbus, which was renowned for its wretched conditions and large criminal population. There Hines hatched an escape plan that would serve as the grist for numerous movies. Hines and his men dug a tunnel, which they eventually linked with an already-existing air shaft. It took six weeks to complete the tunnel, which was little more than two feet in diameter. All, including Morgan, made their way through the tunnel on November 26, 1863, and then scaled a fence and a wall to make their escape.

On his way back to Confederate lines, Hines was again captured near the Tennessee border and was summarily sentenced to hang. He began telling fanciful stories to the soldier guarding him and before long had distracted the soldier enough to subdue him and flee.

In January 1864, having rejoined Morgan’s command, Hines was chosen by Confederate secretary of state James A. Seddon to foment a revolt in the Midwest, which became known as the Northwest Conspiracy. Hines traveled to Canada in civilian attire and collected as many former Confederate soldiers as possible, most of whom were prison escapees. As he traveled from Canada toward the South, he stopped in Chicago, which was to be the epicenter of the rebellion. There Copperheads and other Confederate sympathizers were to overthrow the state governments of Illinois, Indiana, and perhaps other midwestern states, which would then be joined to the Confederacy. The conspiracy was a fiasco and ended when Union officials caught wind of the plans in late August. On August 30, 1864, federal officials placed a $100,000 bounty for Hines’s capture, so by that autumn he took up residence in Canada.

In October 1864 Hines made his way to Cincinnati to join an old flame, whom he wed in secret in November. The couple then went to Canada, where Hines could continue his espionage operations. After the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln in April 1865, Hines, who was in Detroit at the time, was mistaken for the assassin John Wilkes Booth. Hines escaped pursuing federal authorities by holding a ferry operator at gunpoint and directing the operator to take him to the Canadian side of the Detroit River.

In 1867 Hines made his way back to Kentucky, where he took up residence in Bowling Green and later became a Warren County judge. Elected to the Kentucky Court of Appeals in 1878, he became chief justice in 1884, a post he held until 1886. After leaving the court, he practiced law in Frankfort and also detailed his involvement in the Northwest Conspiracy in a series of articles published in the Southern Bivouac. Hines died on January 23, 1898, in Frankfort, Kentucky.
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Hines’s Indiana Raid

Start Date: June 17, 1863

End Date: June 19, 1863

Cavalry raid into southern Indiana. In early June in preparation for Brigadier General John Hunt Morgan’s Ohio Raid (July 2–26, 1863), Confederate captain Thomas H. Hines received permission to embark on an exploratory raid into Kentucky, which began on June 10. With some 62 troopers, Hines robbed a Union payroll train and destroyed Union supplies in Kentucky. Hoping to gauge and stir up pro-Confederate sentiment among southern Indiana’s Copperheads and members of the Knights of the Golden Circle, Hines’s foray into the North began on June 17, when he and his cavalrymen crossed the Ohio River into Indiana at Derby in Perry County.

Hines and his men, disguised as Union soldiers in uniforms stolen from a sutler in Kentucky, claimed to be rounding up deserters. They made it as far north as French Lick, with Hines having met with several prominent Copperheads, none of whom expressed interest in supporting Morgan’s planned raid into Indiana and Ohio. While they were having dinner in nearby Paoli, Indiana, Indiana Home Guards detected the Confederates and informed the mayor. After managing to convince the untested Home Guard soldiers that Confederate forces had them surrounded, Hines and his men fled south to Valeene, where they torched a home after its occupants refused to give them food. This act alerted other Indiana Home Guard soldiers, who tracked the raiders.

On June 19 near Leavenworth, Indiana, Indiana troops finally caught up with Hines’s detachment, and a skirmish ensued on the small Upper Blue River Island in the Ohio River between Kentucky and Indiana. A tough rearguard action permitted Hines and just a handful of his men to escape across the river into Kentucky. Three of the men may have been killed; the rest of the Confederates were captured. Hines traveled by rail through Kentucky. He rendezvoused with Morgan at Brandenburg and participated in the latter’s ill-fated Ohio Raid the following month.
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Hitchcock, Ethan Allen

Birth Date: May 18, 1798

Death Date: August 5, 1870

Union officer. Born on May 18, 1798, in Vergennes, Vermont, Ethan Allen Hitchcock was a descendant of a prominent New England family. His father was a U.S. Circuit Court judge, and his mother was a daughter of Ethan Allen, the American Revolutionary War hero. After graduating from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point and being commissioned a second lieutenant in 1817, Hitchcock served on garrison duty in Alabama and Louisiana before being appointed to the faculty of West Point in 1824.

An administrative quarrel at the academy led to Hitchcock’s dismissal; he was subsequently ordered to garrison duty in Minnesota in 1827. He returned to West Point in 1829 and served as commandant of cadets for three years, from 1830 to 1833. He then traveled to Florida, where, as acting inspector general during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), he denounced that conflict.

From 1837 to 1842, Hitchcock resided in St. Louis, Missouri, serving as a diligent and principled disbursing officer for Indian funds. In 1842 as a lieutenant colonel, he received command of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, which he transformed into one of the army’s best fighting units. When the Mexican-American War began in 1846, Hitchcock was on duty with Brigadier General Zachary Taylor’s forces in Texas. Hitchcock opposed the war as immoral but nevertheless felt duty-bound to follow orders.

Major General Winfield Scott, preparing to launch an amphibious attack on the city of Veracruz, secured Hitchcock’s transfer to his staff in charge of covert operations, including the so-called Mexican Spy Agency. In addition to his espionage activities, Hitchcock served as an adviser to Scott on a variety of issues and helped to plan for the eventual occupation of Mexico City. Hitchcock was twice brevetted during the war, to colonel and to brigadier general.

As commander of the Military Division of the Pacific in San Francisco, California, following the Mexican-American War, Hitchcock ordered the seizure of William Walker’s ship, thereby thwarting the U.S. adventurer’s plans to seize Baja California. In 1855 Hitchcock resigned his commission and lived in St. Louis, devoting himself to philosophical and literary pursuits.

Reentering the army during the Civil War, Hitchcock received a commission as a major general of volunteers in February 1862 but only upon the direct intercession of his old commander, Winfield Scott. Stationed in Washington, D.C., Hitchcock was dumbfounded when Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton offered him command of the Army of the Potomac, in place of Major General George B. McClellan. Hitchcock told Stanton that his advanced age (he was then 64) and precarious health rendered him unsuitable for such a command.

Hitchcock nonetheless remained in Washington and became a friend and adviser to U.S. president Abraham Lincoln while serving as commissioner for the exchange of prisoners, beginning in November 1862, and president of the board of officers that revised the U.S. military code. Hitchcock ably handled the intricate negotiations and plethora of paperwork involved in prisoner exchanges. He held no active command during the war and saw no direct military action but did serve in several court-martial proceedings, including that of Major General Fitz John Porter (1862–1863). Following the end of hostilities, Hitchcock served as commissary general of prisoners.

Hitchcock mustered out of the army in 1867. He died on August 5, 1870, in Sparta, Georgia.
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H. L. Hunley, CSS

Confederate submarine. The H. L. Hunley was the first submersible in the history of warfare to sink an enemy warship. Both sides experimented with submersibles during the Civil War, but the Confederacy built more of them. As early as March 1862, Robert R. Barrow, James R. McClintock, and Baxter Watson applied at New Orleans for a letter of marque for a submarine craft named the Pioneer. Only about 20 feet long and intended for a crew of two, it was propelled by means of a crank shaft turned by its crew. The Pioneer was scuttled to prevent its capture when Union forces took New Orleans.

Horace L. Hunley, who had been one of the sureties on the Pioneer, then went to Mobile with McClintock and Watson to continue experiments. In mid-February 1863 they tested another submarine along the same lines as the first. This one was designed for five men and to mount at its bow a spar torpedo. During the Civil War, sea mines were known as torpedoes, and a spar torpedo was simply a mine set on the end of a long pole. The new submarine sank in rough water off Fort Morgan in Mobile Bay, although no lives were lost.

Undaunted, Hunley and his associates built a third submarine and tested it. In early August 1863 with Charleston under heavy Union attack, Confederate general P. G. T. Beauregard requested that the submarine be sent there. Large rewards had been offered for the destruction of Union ships off that port, and in mid–August the submarine arrived at Charleston on two covered railroad flatcars.
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Drawing by H. G. Skerrett in 1902 of the Confederate submarine H. L. Hunley. It was the first submarine in the history of warfare to sink a warship, the Union screw sloop Housatonic. (Naval History and Heritage Command)

Known as the H. L. Hunley, the submarine was built from an iron steam boiler with the addition of tapered bow and stern sections. It was some 40 feet in length, 3.5 feet in breadth at its widest point, and 4 feet in depth. It was shaped like a long, thin cigar. On the top were two hatches just large enough for a man to pass through. The submarine was designed for a crew of nine men: one to steer and eight positioned along the length of the center section to power the submarine by hand turning a crankshaft that moved the propeller, pushing the craft forward at about four knots. The H. L. Hunley was to run awash until it had closed on its target, when it would submerge with the aid of rudders for the final approach. The submarine was difficult to control and could not remain underwater long because the men needed fresh air, available only when the vessel was awash.

The submarine underwent a series of tests in Charleston Harbor under McClintock’s command. Beauregard and other Confederate leaders at Charleston grew impatient over McClintock’s caution. Finally, Beauregard ordered that McClintock and his crew be replaced by Confederate Navy volunteers. Navy lieutenant John J. Payne took command but proved to be as impatient as McClintock was cautious. On August 29 the submarine sank at the dock. Payne had ordered it to get under way when he was climbing into the forward hatchway. Apparently he became fouled in a hawser and then got his foot on the lever that controlled the fins. The H. L. Hunley moved from the dock and dived. The hatches were open, and the submarine rapidly filled with water. Five men drowned, but three others, including Payne, escaped.

The H. L. Hunley was raised and refitted. Another crew volunteered, this time with Hunley in charge. But on October 15 the submarine sank again in Charleston Harbor, again the victim of human error. Hunley had evidently left the valve to the front ballast tank open. This time Hunley and seven others perished. The submarine was again recovered, and a third crew, commanded by Confederate infantry Lieutenant G. F. Dixon, volunteered and began training.

On the night of February 17, 1864, the H. L. Hunley at last set out. A spar torpedo, possibly designed by Beauregard, was fixed to the bow. The torpedo held a 130-pound explosive charge and terminated in a barbed lance head. When the submarine drove toward its victim, the spar’s barb would lodge in the timbers below the waterline. The submarine would then back off, exploding the torpedo by means of a long lanyard.

The H. L. Hunley’s target was the 1,934-ton U.S. Navy screw sloop Housatonic. There had been reports of possible attacks by Confederate craft, and the sloop was prepared. Captain Charles Pickering had six lookouts posted, steam in the engine room was up, and crewmen stood ready to slip the ship’s cable and get under way quickly. At about 9:00 p.m., lookouts on the Housatonic spotted the H. L. Hunley’s hatches above water along with its slight wake, but this was when it was only about 75 to 100 yards from the ship and too late for anything except small arms fire.

About three minutes after the submarine was detected, just as the sloop was getting under way the crew of the H. L. Hunley lodged the spar torpedo in the Housatonic’s side and exploded it. The Union ship quickly sank. The water was shallow, and only five Union sailors were lost; most of the crew simply climbed into the ship’s rigging, which remained above water, there to await rescue.

The Housatonic was the first ship sunk by a submarine in history. The unstable H. L. Hunley itself did not long survive. Its crew signaled by lantern that they were returning to land, but the submarine then vanished. Probably damaged in the blast, it went down with all hands.

The loss of the H. L. Hunley remained one of the great mysteries of the Civil War, but in 1970 underwater explorer Edward Lee Spence discovered the wreck by accident. After a series of attempts sponsored by author Clive Cussler beginning in 1980, the H. L. Hunley was relocated in 1995. Spence donated any rights to the wreck to the State of South Carolina. Salvage crews raised the submarine in August 2000, and it was moved ashore to begin the conservation process and become a museum vessel.
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Hobson, Edward Henry

Birth Date: July 11, 1825

Death Date: September 14, 1901

Union officer. Edward Henry Hobson was born on July 11, 1825, in the village of Greensburg on the Green River in Kentucky. After attending schools in Greensburg and Danville, at age 18 he went into business with his father, a steamboat captain and merchant. Hobson volunteered for military service with the 2nd Kentucky Infantry during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was commissioned a second lieutenant. He was brevetted first lieutenant for his outstanding performance in the Battle of Buena Vista. Following the war Hobson returned to his business pursuits, in which he enjoyed considerable success, becoming president of the Greensburg Branch Bank of Kentucky.

In the autumn of 1861, Hobson raised the 13th Kentucky Infantry in the Union Army and was commissioned its colonel on January 1, 1862. His unit was assigned to the Army of the Ohio. Hobson was injured when his horse fell on him at Spring Hill, Tennessee, but saw combat on the second day of the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Thereafter, he served almost entirely in Kentucky.

Appointed brigadier general to date from November 29, 1862, Hobson pursued Confederate raiders under Brigadier General John H. Morgan who had penetrated into Ohio. On July 19, 1863, Hobson’s cavalry caught up with the Confederates and forced the surrender of 800. Morgan, who was among those captured, subsequently escaped from prison. The raider then returned to Kentucky and engaged Hobson’s pursuers, capturing Hobson and his entire command of some 750 men near Cynthiana, Kentucky, on June 11, 1864. Hobson was wounded in the left arm during the fighting. The beneficiary of an unorthodox parole arranged with Morgan, Hobson commanded a brigade in the First Battle of Saltville (October 2, 1864). At the end of the war, he was serving in Lexington, Kentucky. Hobson mustered out of the service on August 24, 1865.

After the war, Hobson ran unsuccessfully for clerk of the state court of appeals and for the U.S. Congress as a Radical Republican in 1872. Appointed a district collector of internal revenue in 1869, he was strongly involved in Republican Party and Grand Army of the Republic affairs. In 1887 he became president of the Southern Division of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad. Hobson died at a Grand Army of the Republic encampment in Cleveland, Ohio, on September 14, 1901.
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Hodge, George Baird

Birth Date: April 8, 1828

Death Date: August 1, 1892

Confederate officer and legislator. George Baird Hodge was born on April 8, 1828, in Fleming County, Kentucky. He graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, in 1845. After serving in the U.S. Navy for five years, he resigned as a passed midshipman in 1850. He thereafter studied law and opened a legal practice before being elected to the Kentucky legislature as a Democrat in 1859. In 1861 Hodge entered Confederate service as a private and was also appointed to the Provisional Confederate Congress. He was later elected to the First Confederate Congress in January 1862 and retained his seat until 1864.

Hodge spent little time in Congress, however, as he hoped to become a Confederate Army officer. He soon secured a staff position with Major General John C. Breckinridge, gradually rising to the rank of colonel before being advanced to brigadier general on November 20, 1863, although the appointment was not confirmed by the Confederate Senate. After seeing action at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Hodge commanded a cavalry brigade during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863) and in Wheeler’s First Raid (September 30–October 9, 1863). Hodge was again promoted to brigadier general on August 2, 1864, but the Confederate Senate again declined to confirm him.

Hodge held a district command in the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana for the balance of the war. He was paroled in Meridian, Mississippi, on May 10, 1865.

After the war Hodge practiced law in Newport, Kentucky, and held a seat in the Kentucky Senate (1873–1877). Hodge died on August 1, 1892, in Longwood, Florida, where he had earlier retired.
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Hodgers, Jennie
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Hoffman, William

Birth Date: 1807

Death Date: August 12, 1884

Union officer. William Hoffman was born in 1807 in Sackets Harbor, New York, the son of an army officer. Hoffman graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1829. An infantry officer, he served in the Black Hawk War (1832) and the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and received two brevets during the Mexican-American War, rising to the rank of lieutenant colonel in 1860. He was on frontier duty in San Antonio in early 1861 when his commander surrendered to Texas rebels. Taken prisoner, Hoffman returned to Washington, D.C., on parole and accepted the position of commissary general of prisoners on October 23, 1862, at the rank of colonel.

Although many Union leaders expected a short war with few casualties, Hoffman quickly began expanding Union prison camps to accommodate more prisoners. Unfortunately, the U.S. government did not have the resources to train and equip a new army while also caring for thousands of enemy prisoners, and Confederate detainees received low priority. Some Union leaders believed that the creation of an exchange cartel would solve the problem, but the system essentially ceased to function by the end of 1863.

Hoffman ordered the construction of dozens of camps as well as the conversion of existing facilities, but overcrowding still occurred. His inspections of camps did little to alter the Union’s priorities, due in part to reports of Confederate prison camps being even worse. His relatively low rank also hindered his ability to obtain cooperation from department and field commanders, who forwarded prisoners to campsites without regard for Hoffman’s role.

Over the course of the Civil War, Hoffman supervised the captivity of more than 200,000 Confederate prisoners. He alleviated the worst conditions faced by detainees, but he could not convince his superiors to consider them a high priority and has thus received substantial blame for the 12 percent mortality rate in the Union prison camps. Hoffman was brevetted through major general in 1865.
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Union colonel William Hoffman (right) was commissary general of prisoners during the Civil War, supervising the captivity of more than 200,000 Confederates during the war. Although he did the best he could with the resources available, Hoffman was unable to convince his superiors to make their care a priority. Hoffman is shown here in Washington in 1865, having been breveted major general of volunteers for his wartime service. (Library of Congress)

After the war, Hoffman commanded an infantry regiment for three years before accepting a recruitment position and then retiring on May 1, 1870. He moved to Rock Island, Illinois, where he died on August 12, 1884.
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Hoge, Jane Currie Blaikie

Birth Date: July 31, 1811

Death Date: August 26, 1890

U.S. Sanitary Commission worker. Jane Currie Blaikie was born in Philadelphia on July 31, 1811. Educated at the Young Ladies’ College in Philadelphia, she married Abraham Holmes Hoge in 1831. In 1848 they moved from Pittsburgh to Chicago. In 1858 Jane Hoge founded the Chicago Home for the Friendless.

At the outset of the war, Hoge began providing relief supplies. She later became an associate manager of the northwestern branch of the U.S. Sanitary Commission in Chicago. In this position she came to see herself as a mother figure to the many men who fought for the Union.

Hoge shared her position at the Sanitary Commission with Mary A. Livermore. The two women worked smoothly together, imposing strict business standards on the Chicago branch and overseeing a massive supply effort. While the two women shared the office with two men, an accountant and a handyman, Hoge and Livermore represented the commission to the hundreds of donors, family members, women, and soldiers who visited. Hoge and Livermore wrote thousands of letters, informing people at home about the needs at the front and facilitating correspondence between soldiers and their loved ones. In addition, they traveled extensively. For example, early in 1863 Hoge spent weeks on a ship that served as a supply depot and hospital in the Mississippi River in support of Union troops fighting to take Vicksburg. In an era when most women believed that speaking to mixed audiences was impolite, she learned to give moving and dynamic public speeches about the soldiers’ experiences.

Hoge died in Evanston, Illinois, on August 26, 1890.
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Hogg, Joseph Lewis

Birth Date: September 3, 1806

Death Date: May 16, 1862

Confederate officer. Born in Morgan County, Georgia, on September 3, 1806, Joseph Lewis Hogg moved with his family to Tuscaloosa, Alabama, in 1818. While there he studied law and developed a keen interest in politics. His family became prosperous plantation owners, and Hogg went on to serve as a colonel in the Alabama Militia. He moved to Texas in 1839, establishing a law practice in Nacogdoches. Hogg served in the Republic of Texas House of Representatives (1843–1844), and in 1845 he was a member of the annexation convention. In 1846 he was elected to the first Texas state legislature. Upon the outbreak of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he resigned his seat and was a candidate for the colonelcy of the 2nd Texas Mounted Volunteers. Although defeated in this bid, Hogg remained in the regiment and served as a private during the Battle of Monterrey (September 21–23, 1846). Following the war, he was elected to the Texas Senate from Cherokee County.

A member of the Texas Secession Convention in 1860, Hogg voted to take the state out of the Union. He then ran for a seat in the Confederate Congress but lost. However, he received a captain’s commission in the Lone Star Defenders, later mustered in as Company C of the 3rd Texas Cavalry. Hogg was active in recruiting men for Confederate service, and as a reward, Texas governor Edward Clark offered him a colonelcy. This was followed quickly with promotion to brigadier general in the Confederate Army on February 14, 1862.

Hogg was then ordered to report to the Army of the West, commanded by Brigadier General Benjamin McCulloch. Hogg did not arrive there, however, until after the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), in which McCulloch was killed in action. Hogg received command of a brigade and was ordered by Major General Earl van Dorn to Corinth, Mississippi, to reinforce the Confederate army recently bloodied at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862).

At the time, the garrison at Corinth was being ravaged by an outbreak of dysentery, which soon affected Hogg. General Hogg was sent to a private home four miles to the west to recover but died there from his ailment on May 16, 1862, apparently without ever having donned a Confederate general’s uniform.
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Hoke, Robert Frederick

Birth Date: May 27, 1837

Death Date: July 3, 1912

Confederate officer. Robert Frederick Hoke was born in Lincolnton, North Carolina, on May 27, 1837. After receiving his education at the Kentucky Military Institute, he returned home to manage the family’s businesses. With the beginning of the Civil War in 1861, Hoke enlisted as a second lieutenant in the 1st North Carolina Infantry. Following his effective performance at the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861), he was promoted to major in the 33rd North Carolina Infantry in September 1861 and advanced to lieutenant colonel when the North Carolina regiments were reorganized. Hoke fought at the Battle of New Bern (March 14, 1862), where he assumed command of the regiment. He then took part in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862).

Hoke was subsequently promoted to colonel and assigned to command the 21st North Carolina, which saw action at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). He temporarily commanded a brigade at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), where his unit pursued a Union outfit so ferociously that it took 300 prisoners. Hoke was promoted to brigadier general on January 17, 1863, and fought at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where he was severely wounded.

Hoke returned to duty in January 1864 and led his brigade in North Carolina during the Confederate raid on New Bern (February 1–2, 1864) and the Battle of Plymouth (April 17–20, 1864), where his force compelled the 3,000-man garrison to capitulate. On April 20, 1864, he was promoted to major general and given command of a division, which was soon rushed to Richmond, Virginia, where he played an important role in the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864). Rejoining the Army of Northern Virginia, Hoke commanded his division at the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864) and at Petersburg before being sent to North Carolina. There his division took part in the defense of Fort Fisher (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865) before fighting at the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865). Hoke surrendered at the Bennett House in Durham, North Carolina, on April 26, 1865.

Following the war, Hoke engaged in various business pursuits. He also served for many years as the director of the North Carolina Railroad. Hoke died in Raleigh, North Carolina, on July 3, 1912.
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Holbrook, Frederick

Birth Date: February 15, 1813

Death Date: April 28, 1909

Agriculturalist, politician, and governor of Vermont. Frederick Holbrook was born on February 15, 1813, in East Windsor, Connecticut. After attending the Berkshire Gymnasium in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Holbrook spent nearly two years in England studying agriculture and farming techniques. He then farmed at Brattleboro, Vermont, experimenting with and inventing several new farming implements, including an all-steel plow. He also published articles on agricultural topics.

From 1847 to 1850, Holbrook served as a county register of probate, and during 1850–1858 he was president of the Vermont Agricultural Society, which he helped found. From 1849 to 1850, he served in the Vermont Senate, where he championed various farming issues. He also sent a report to Congress suggesting that the federal government form a national agricultural bureau. This proved to be the genesis of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, established in 1862.

In 1861 Holbrook was elected governor of Vermont. He took office that October, was reelected in 1862, and served until October 1863. A Republican, Holbrook was a staunch supporter of the Abraham Lincoln administration and of Union war plans. Holbrook played a major role in helping to convince federal officials, including President Lincoln, that soldiers’ hospitals should be constructed far away from the war zone. By 1863, three military hospitals had been built in Vermont, which were used primarily as places of recuperation and convalescence after soldiers had been treated in battlefield hospitals. They were the first such facilities opened in the North and served as models for other hospitals built far away from the battlefront. Holbrook also helped initiate legislation to repay half of the state’s Civil War expenses by direct taxation and the other half by state bonds to be redeemed in the future.

After leaving office, Holbrook returned to his farm and agricultural interests in Brattleboro. He also served for a time as president of the Vermont Savings Bank. Holbrook died on April 28, 1909, in Brattleboro.
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Holcombe, James Philemon

Birth Date: September 20, 1820

Death Date: August 22, 1883

Confederate congressman and commissioner to Canada. James Philemon Holcombe was born on September 20, 1820, in Powhatan County, Virginia. He was educated at Yale University and the University of Virginia, where he studied law. Initially opening a legal practice in Virginia, he then practiced in Cincinnati, Ohio. He also became a recognized constitutional scholar. Holcombe later joined the law faculty at the University of Virginia, where he wrote numerous articles defending slavery and states’ rights. He served as a delegate to the Virginia Secession Convention, and in April 1861 he helped negotiate his state’s entrance into the Confederacy.

Holcombe was elected to the Confederate House of Representatives in the autumn of 1861, remaining there until his term expired in February 1864. His tenure was undistinguished. Later that February, President Jefferson Davis named Holcombe a commissioner to Canada, where he was to engage in negotiations with the British government for the return of the Confederate privateer schooner Chesapeake that had been seized without the proper paperwork. The ship was returned to the Confederacy, however, before Holcombe arrived in Canada.

After his arrival in Canada, Holcombe worked with two other commissioners—Jacob Thompson and Clement C. Clay—to help repatriate Confederate soldiers who had fled to Canada after escaping Union prison camps. Holcombe was also tasked with reporting on pro-Confederate support within Canada. Holcombe and his fellow commissioners also engaged in a ruse later in 1864 in which they opened a running correspondence with noted New York newspaper editor Horace Greeley. In that correspondence, they gave the impression that they had the authority to engage in peace talks with the Union. In fact, their effort was an attempt to sway the Northern peace movement.

Postbellum, Holcombe operated a boarding school in Virginia and then retired to Capron Springs, West Virginia. He died there on August 22, 1883.
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Holden, William Woods

Birth Date: November 24, 1818

Death Date: March 1, 1892

Newspaper publisher, peace advocate, and North Carolina governor. Born illegitimate near Hillsborough, North Carolina, on November 24, 1818, William Woods Holden was raised by his father and stepmother. With only a few years of formal education, at age 10 he was apprenticed to the editor of the Hillsborough Recorder. After employment with newspapers in Milton, North Carolina, and Danville, Virginia, in 1836 Holden joined the Raleigh Star in North Carolina.

Holden studied law at night and passed the bar in 1841 but preferred journalism. In 1843 he became editor and owner of the North Carolina Standard in Raleigh, which he made the paper of the Democratic Party, advocating reform, internal improvements, educational advancement, and improved working conditions in factories and mills. Holden is credited with reviving the Democratic Party in North Carolina and making it the dominant political force during the 1850s.

While siding with most Southern interests including the right to expand slavery, Holden rejected secession. As a member of the secession convention of 1861, however, he bowed to the inevitable and voted for secession. A strong critic of the policies of President Jefferson Davis, Holden became the leader of the North Carolina peace movement. He used the Standard to promote a new Conservative Party, which in 1862 nominated Zebulon B. Vance for governor. With Holden’s influential support, Vance triumphed. Holden and Vance broke on the conduct of the war, however, and Holden ran against Vance in 1864. Holden took the position that the war was lost and that North Carolina should seek the best peace terms possible. Vance, who took the position that such a course would be dishonorable, won the election handily.

With the end of the war, President Andrew Johnson appointed Holden provisional governor of North Carolina effective May 29, 1865. Holden made thousands of appointments, took steps toward economic recovery, and led revision of the North Carolina Constitution to meet federal requirements. He also urged blacks to exercise their rights and make the most of their opportunities “aided as you will [be] by the superior intelligence of the white race.”

Losing the November 1865 gubernatorial election under the new North Carolina Constitution to Jonathan Worth, Holden resumed editorship of the Standard. He also set about establishing the Republican Party in the state. Federal Reconstruction policies allowed Holden to win election as governor in 1868. He advocated reform, to include equal justice for all. In this regard he vowed to destroy the white supremacist Ku Klux Klan, leading to the so-called Kirk-Holden War that ended his political career. Conservatives recaptured the General Assembly in 1870, and that December the House of Representatives impeached him for his actions against the Klan. Holden turned over his duties to Lieutenant Governor Tod R. Caldwell. Following a three-month trial, in March 1871 the North Carolina Senate found Holden guilty on the most serious charges and ordered his removal from office. Holden was the second governor in U.S. history to be impeached and the first to be removed from office. He remains the only North Carolinian to be impeached.

Holden subsequently edited the Daily Chronicle in Washington, D.C., and then accepted the position of postmaster in Raleigh. A paralytic stroke on April 2, 1882, forced his retirement from public service. He then dictated his memoirs but suffered another stroke in February 1889. Holden died in Raleigh on March 1, 1892.
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Hollins, George Nichols

Birth Date: September 20, 1799

Death Date: January 18, 1878

Confederate naval officer. George Nichols Hollins was born in Baltimore, Maryland, the son of a prominent merchant, on September 20, 1799. Hollins secured a midshipman’s warrant in the U.S. Navy on February 1, 1814, and saw action in the War of 1812. He was on board the frigate President when it was captured by a British squadron in January 1815. Released at the end of the war, he took part in the Algerine War in the Mediterranean (1815–1816).

Hollins was promoted to lieutenant on January 13, 1825, and to commander on September 8, 1845. In 1854 while in command of the schooner Cyane, he shelled the port of San Juan del Norte, Nicaragua, in retaliation for attacks on American lives and property. Hollins was promoted to captain on September 14, 1855, and commanded the navy yard at Sackets Harbor, New York, for several years.

When the Civil War began, Hollins was commanding officer of the side-wheeler frigate Susquehanna at Naples, Italy. Ordered to return his ship to the United States, he did so and then resigned his commission on June 6, 1861. The Navy Department refused to accept it and ordered his arrest. Hollins escaped to the South, where he accepted a commission as a commander in the Confederate Navy. On June 28, Hollins led a group of Confederates who seized the side-wheel steamer St. Nicholas. The Confederates had posed as passengers and boarded the ship at various stops on its regular run between Baltimore and Georgetown in Washington, D.C. On June 29 the steamer then seized as prizes in the Chesapeake Bay the Union schooners Margaret and Mary Pierce and the brig Monticello.

In July 1861, Hollins took command of the New Orleans station. In October he seized the Manassas, a privately owned merchant ship undergoing conversion to a privateer ironclad ram, and ordered it and the other ships in his squadron to attack the Union squadron under Captain John Pope at the Head of Passes in the lower Mississippi, driving the Union ships from that place on October 12 in what came to be known as Pope’s Run.

That same month, Hollins took command of the small Confederate squadron of steamers on the upper Mississippi. He led his squadron in actions off Columbus, Kentucky; Island No. 10; and Fort Pillow. In April, Hollins telegraphed Secretary of the Navy Stephen R. Mallory requesting permission to bring his squadron to New Orleans for the defense of that place, but Mallory—who believed that Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote’s northern squadron rather than that of Flag Officer David G. Farragut at the river’s mouth posed a greater threat—refused.

Hollins won a victory over part of the Union squadron in the upper Mississippi in the Battle of Plum Point Bend (May 10, 1862), only to see his squadron destroyed in the Battle of Memphis (June 6, 1862). He then returned to New Orleans to participate in the defense of that city. His strong opinions about the defense of New Orleans pressed on Mallory were probably responsible for Hollins’s recall to the Confederate capital of Richmond, Virginia, where he spent the remainder of the war in service on various boards.

After the war Hollins returned to Baltimore, where he served as a crier in the Baltimore courts. Hollins died on January 18, 1878, in Baltimore.
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Holly Springs, Mississippi, Raid on

Event Date: December 20, 1862

Confederate cavalry raid. Union major general Ulysses S. Grant was determined to capture Vicksburg, Mississippi. Toward that end, he assembled more than 36,000 men at Grand Junction, Tennessee, near the Mississippi state line. He planned to move south with the army and capture the state capital at Jackson, isolating Vicksburg, and then move against that Mississippi River port city from the east. At the same time, Major General William Tecumseh Sherman with about 30,000 men would move by water up the Yazoo River to Chickasaw Bluffs just north of Vicksburg in order to draw out the bulk of Confederate lieutenant general John C. Pemberton’s 40,000 men from Vicksburg proper.

Leaving Grand Junction, Grant moved south into Mississippi and occupied the town of Holly Springs on the Mississippi Central Railroad. There he established a major supply depot to support his further advance southward. The majority of Grant’s men then moved into camp around Oxford. On departing Holly Springs, Grant left behind some 1,500 men under Colonel Robert C. Murphy of the 8th Wisconsin Infantry to secure the supply point. Murphy’s men were poorly positioned to resist attack and overly confident that they would see no combat as long as they remained in the town.

Desperate to stop Grant’s advance, Pemberton ordered Major General Earl Van Dorn with some 3,500 cavalry to disrupt Grant’s supply lines by attacking Holly Springs. Departing Grenada, Mississippi, by the evening of December 19, Van Dorn and his men were near Holly Springs, and although scouts had warned Murphy that enemy cavalry were in the area, at daybreak on December 20 the Confederates took the Union garrison completely by surprise.

Van Dorn posted a small force on the southern edge of the town to prevent reinforcement, while his main forces struck from the north and east. The Confederates routed the surprised Union troops and captured almost all of them, including Murphy. Van Dorn then paroled the Union prisoners, and his men spent the next 10 hours confiscating tons of military equipment, medicine, and food supplies. They burned those things they could not haul away. They also tore up railroad tracks and cut telegraph lines. In all, the Federals lost some $1.5 million worth of supplies.

Enraged by events, Grant blamed Murphy, who was subsequently arrested and dismissed from the army without benefit of court-martial. The Holly Springs raid halted Grant’s advance and forced him to call off his overland campaign against Vicksburg and retrace his steps back to Grand Junction beginning the next day. Grant tried to recall Sherman, but Sherman had already departed and subsequently met rebuff in the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862).
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Holmes, Oliver Wendell, Jr.

Birth Date: March 8, 1841

Death Date: March 6, 1935

Union officer and American jurist. Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on March 8, 1841, into a prominent family. His father, Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr., was a successful physician and member of the faculty of Harvard Medical School. Oliver Holmes Jr. was educated at Phillips Academy and Harvard University. He graduated in the spring of 1861, at the beginning of the Civil War. Along with many of his classmates, he joined the 20th Massachusetts Volunteers, the so-called Harvard Regiment, as a second lieutenant.

Holmes saw combat repeatedly from Ball’s Bluff in the autumn of 1861 to the Petersburg Campaign in the summer of 1864. He was wounded on three occasions. The first time, at the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21, 1861), nearly proved fatal. He was severely wounded again in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and his father spent months searching for him in various military hospitals. Holmes returned to service after recuperating at home in Massachusetts. Wounded again near Chancellorsville in May 1863, he was not able to rejoin his regiment in time for the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), in which most of his unit was wiped out.

Holmes became bitterly disillusioned with the seemingly endless bloodshed and left the army in the summer of 1864, having attained the rank of captain with brevets through colonel. His last notable military experience took place in July 1864 when VI Corps was sent to defend Washington, D.C., against Confederate major general Jubal Early’s raid. A persistent—but likely apocryphal—story recounts how Holmes personally threw President Abraham Lincoln to the ground when the chief executive’s party came under Confederate fire. Holmes allegedly growled at Lincoln, “Get down, you damned fool, before you get shot!”
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Young Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. fought for the Union in the Civil War and was seriously wounded three times. Disillusioned with the seemingly endless bloodshed, he left the army in the summer of 1864, having attained the rank of captain, with brevets through colonel. After the war he studied law and became a leading legal scholar. During 1902–1932 he was chief justice of the Supreme Court. (Library of Congress)

With the close of the war, Holmes returned to Harvard to study law and married a member of another prominent Boston family. He practiced law in Boston from 1866. His classic study of the Western legal tradition, The Common Law, appeared in 1881 and established his reputation as a leading scholar of the law. He joined the Massachusetts Supreme Court in 1883, and President Theodore Roosevelt named him to the U.S. Supreme Court in 1902. Holmes served there for 30 years, retiring in 1932. He died in Washington, D.C., on March 6, 1935.
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Holmes, Sarah Katherine Stone

Birth Date: January 8, 1841

Death Date: December 28, 1907

Confederate diarist. Sarah Katherine “Kate” Stone was born in Hinds County, Mississippi, on January 8, 1841. She was a graduate of Episcopal bishop Stephen Elliott’s fashionable academy in Nashville. Her father died in 1855, leaving heavy debts; however, her mother Amanda purchased Brokenburn Plantation and ran it with such skill that proceeds of the crop of 1861 would have given her clear title, but the Civil War changed everything.

Kate Stone began her celebrated journal with a description of the departure of her brother William to the war front. She wrote of slaves escaping to freedom, planters burning their cotton to keep it from falling into Union hands, and the arrival of Union troops. When armed black men menaced her neighborhood, Stone’s mother made plans to flee to Texas. Forced to leave almost everything behind, the Stones learned that their former slaves had remained on their plantation, looting what was left after Union troops had removed their furnishings. Fortunately, Stone’s mother had amassed sufficient funds to live carefully until the war ended.

Leaving Brokenburn, the Stones joined thousands of Southern refugees seeking a safe place to wait out the war. Kate’s family was one of many who settled in Tyler, Texas. Amanda Stone’s expertise in assembling fashionable entertainment quickly put Kate and her mother at the center of Tyler society.

By the end of the war, three of Stone’s brothers had been killed in combat. Facing an uncertain future, the family returned to Brokenburn in late 1865 and tried to raise a crop but only sank into debt. By 1868, the family was forced to leave. On December 8, 1869, Kate Stone married Henry Bry Holmes, a member of the family’s circle of friends in Tyler. They lived in Tallulah, Louisiana, and raised two children. Kate Stone Holmes died in Tallulah on December 28, 1907.
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Holmes, Theophilus Hunter

Birth Date: November 13, 1804

Death Date: June 21, 1880

Confederate officer. Born in Clinton, North Carolina, on November 13, 1804, Theophilus Hunter Holmes graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1829 and continued in the regular U.S. Army without interruption to the beginning of the Civil War. His first assignment was with the 7th Infantry Regiment. He took part in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and won a brevet. He also served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), receiving another brevet for his performance at the Battle of Monterrey. By the time of the Civil War, Holmes was a major in the 8th U.S. Infantry Regiment.

Upon the outbreak of the war, Holmes resigned his commission and offered his services to the Confederacy. On June 5, 1861, Holmes, a West Point classmate of Jefferson Davis, was appointed brigadier general and then on October 7 was promoted to major general, despite having been involved in no combat; he had been present at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) but did not take part in the action. With the increased rank came the assignment to command the Confederate District of Aquia in eastern Virginia.

During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) in Virginia, Holmes commanded a division in the Confederate Army led first by General Joseph E. Johnston and then General Robert E. Lee. Holmes’s performance was not impressive. Although Holmes was about the same age as Davis and Lee, he seemed much older and may well have suffered from one or more age-related physical maladies. Holmes was undeniably hard of hearing. At one point during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) as battle raged, he commented that “I thought I heard firing.”

Lee was sufficiently dissatisfied with Holmes’s performance in the Seven Days’ Campaign to arrange afterward for his transfer to the far West. The smoke of the Virginia battles had hardly cleared before Holmes, in July 1862, was assigned to command of the Trans-Mississippi Department. His performance there was as uninspired as it had been in Virginia, and his men were soon referring to him as “Granny Holmes.” Nevertheless, in October Davis promoted him to lieutenant general.

When Union forces in Mississippi threatened Vicksburg and with it the last section under Confederate control on the Mississippi River, in the late autumn of 1862 Davis repeatedly urged Holmes to send some of his troops to reinforce that place. Holmes stubbornly refused to do so, complaining that sending any troops out of his department would open Little Rock to potential Union capture.

In January 1863 Davis assigned Holmes’s superior, Lieutenant General Edmund Kirby Smith, to take over command of the Trans-Mississippi Department, and Holmes was relegated to command of the District of Arkansas. In a belated attempt to relieve pressure on Vicksburg, Holmes directed a failed attempt to capture Helena, Arkansas, on the same day that Vicksburg fell. In the final months of the war, he was transferred east and commanded reserve troops in North Carolina. He was included in General Joseph E. Johnston’s surrender agreement with Major General William T. Sherman.

Following the end of the war, Holmes returned to North Carolina and settled on a farm he had earlier purchased near Fayetteville. He died near Fayetteville on June 21, 1880.
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Holt, Joseph

Birth Date: January 6, 1807

Death Date: August 1, 1894

Lawyer and judge advocate general of the U.S. Army (1862–1875). Joseph Holt was born on January 6, 1807, in Breckinridge County, Kentucky. He attended St. Joseph’s and Centre Colleges (Kentucky). In 1828 he established a legal practice in Elizabethtown, Kentucky, before moving to Louisville, where he served as a district attorney for two years. He then moved to Port Gibson, Mississippi, before returning to Louisville, where he practiced law and edited a newspaper. He soon became involved in state politics as a Democrat and strongly supported James Buchanan’s 1856 presidential bid. President Buchanan returned Holt’s loyalty with three appointments: patent commissioner (1857–1859), postmaster general (1859–1860), and secretary of war (January–March 1861).

Although Holt had previously been an advocate of states’ rights and the Southern cause, when the Civil War began in April 1861 he backed the Union. President Abraham Lincoln appointed Holt judge advocate general of the army (with the rank of colonel), a post he held from September 3, 1862, until December 1, 1875. On June 22, 1864, he was advanced to brigadier general and became the first chief of the Bureau of Military Justice. As the war progressed, Holt expanded his authority to include oversight of trials of civilians conducted by military commissions. Most of these trials involved treason and subversion. On March 13, 1865, he was brevetted major general.

Holt was catapulted into the national spotlight after President Lincoln’s April 1865 assassination, when President Andrew Johnson charged Holt with overseeing the federal government’s case against the conspirators. The trials proved to be somewhat controversial, with Holt being accused of withholding evidence. The only female involved in the plot, Mary Elizabeth Surratt, had been sentenced to death, but a military commission urged the president to commute that sentence to life imprisonment. When Holt divulged the conspirators’ sentences to Johnson, he claimed that he had included the plea for commutation for Surratt. Johnson, however, claimed that he was never made aware of the plea, and Surratt went to the gallows in July 1865. Thereafter, Holt was often accused of having purposely withheld the clemency request, and he spent many years trying to convince people otherwise.

On December 1, 1875, Holt retired from the army and lived much of the rest of his life in Washington, D.C., where he died on August 1, 1894.
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Holtzclaw, James Thaddeus

Birth Date: December 17, 1833

Death Date: July 19, 1893

Confederate officer. James Thaddeus Holtzclaw was born on December 17, 1833, in McDonough, Georgia, and moved to Montgomery, Alabama, as a young man. He studied law there, passed the bar in 1855, and commenced a law practice. In the late 1850s he became a lieutenant in the state militia and joined the 18th Alabama Infantry regiment as a major in August 1861. After service on the Gulf Coast, during which time he was promoted to lieutenant colonel, the regiment was ordered to Corinth, Mississippi.

Holtzclaw was grievously wounded at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) but within weeks had sufficiently recovered to return to duty. He was advanced to colonel on May 10, 1862. He spent a number of months on garrison duty in Mobile.

In the spring of 1863, Holtzclaw joined the Army of Tennessee and saw action during the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). He commanded a brigade during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). He then commanded the 18th Alabama during the first months of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). On July 7, 1864, he received a brigadier general’s commission but was frequently absent due to illness. During the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864), Holtzclaw missed the fighting at Franklin but performed well at Nashville. Holtzclaw was then detailed to Mobile, where he again had garrison duty until war’s end.

After the war Holtzclaw returned to his Montgomery legal practice, became active in the state Democratic Party, and served briefly on the Alabama Railroad Commission. Holtzclaw died on July 19, 1893, in Montgomery.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Atlanta Campaign; Chattanooga Campaign; Chickamauga, Battle of; Franklin and Nashville Campaign; Shiloh, Battle of

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Home Front, Confederate

The Civil War placed far more pressure on the economic and manpower resources of the Confederacy than it did on the Union. A far larger percentage of Southern men left their homes and jobs to serve in the military. Four out of five white Southern men of military age served in the conflict, while fewer than half of Union men served. Also, a far greater percentage of Confederate men died in military service than did their Union counterparts. Eighteen percent of all Confederates died in the war, compared to only 6 percent of Union citizens. At war’s end, the South was marked by widows and fatherless children.

Different home fronts existed within the South itself. Those areas of the Confederacy invaded by the Union armies were hard hit by the war. Families living in large parts of Virginia endured federal occupation and the destruction of their property, crops, and livestock. Their experiences differed from people living far removed from the battles. The war also impacted city and urban dwellers in diverse ways, and within the same geographic areas rich and poor, black and white, and men and women experienced the war differently.

President Jefferson Davis and the Confederate Congress worried about securing sufficient money and manpower to fight the war. The Confederate government passed a modest income tax in August 1861, floated bond issues and treasury notes, and printed vast amounts of paper money, which caused such severe inflation that prices had risen 700 percent by early 1863. By the end of the war, prices had soared to more than 90 times prewar levels. Wages could not keep up with inflation, and food riots were a common occurrence throughout the South. Inadequate financial resources consistently hindered the Confederate war effort.

To raise the requisite manpower, the Confederate Congress passed the Conscription Act in 1862, although many men resisted the draft, and Southerners increasingly opposed laws that placed more power in the hands of the central government. A peace movement also emerged in the South, and in certain regions, such as eastern Tennessee, western Virginia, and northern Georgia and Alabama, residents opposed the Confederate government from early in the war.

The economic demands of the war and the exodus of nearly 1 million white men from productive jobs at home into the military created great hardships for both farmer and plantation families alike. Three words summed up the typical Southern home during the conflict: shortage, substitute, and sacrifice. Southern women patched and repatched clothing, substituted butternut hulls for coffee, and gave scarce food to their children while themselves going without. Many families did not have enough to eat, largely because distribution systems were not working well. The already inadequate Southern railroad system steadily deteriorated during the conflict. By mid-1863 an Alabama official noted that in parts of the state, citizens were dying of starvation. The Confederacy could not produce enough cloth because of a scarcity of raw materials and its failure to manufacture cotton cards essential for home-clothing manufacture. A paucity of textile mills, most of which were located in the North, compounded the problem.

The shortcomings of the Confederate Quartermaster Department under Colonel Abraham C. Myers were a major reason that Confederate soldiers were ill-clothed. Myers simply faced overwhelming difficulties. President Davis dismissed Myers in 1863. That autumn, Confederate War Department official Robert Kean noted that the Quartermaster Department had not provided shoes for nearly a year. Many men in the Southern armies were forced to go barefoot.

Some Southerners blamed their hardships on merchants and others who were profiting from the war. The Confederate government and individual states tried to address the public perception that some merchants were hoarding necessities by passing laws against price gouging and attempting to provide direct aid to citizens. In some areas of North Carolina, nearly 40 percent of white women received government support to ease hunger and deprivation. As early as 1863, women in Richmond and other locations staged demonstrations protesting the lack of food.

The divisions and sharp disparities in the Southern white population became more pronounced as the war progressed. Some of these were political, but economic and class resentments sharpened the differences. In all of the Southern states but especially in border regions such as Missouri and Kentucky, these differences sometimes exploded into violence. Lines between home front and battlefront often converged, guerrilla warfare targeted military and civilian targets alike, and the violence of war extended far beyond the military sphere. There was in fact considerable violence on the home front in which families and neighbors fought one another.
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Confederate bread riots depicted in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, May 23, 1863. Most Southern families faced increasingly difficult conditions as the war continued. (Library of Congress)

The Civil War was also a struggle between brothers, cousins, friends, and neighbors. Most of the home front warriors were women serving as nurses, vivandières (women who provided food and provisions to soldiers), sutlers, and even spies. Because so many white men were serving in the army, the Confederate home front consisted mostly of white women, elderly men, children, and slaves. Women thus had to assume the roles of managing farms and plantations, working for pay for the first time, and providing for their own support. Poor Southern white women frequently performed physically demanding agricultural labor. Many women worked for the Confederate Clothing Bureau to support their families, sewing uniforms for subsistence wages. Female arsenal workers in Augusta, Georgia, made cartridges, earning $1 a day. Such work was not without danger; in 1863, 40 female ordnance workers at Augusta died in an explosion, while 15 others similarly perished in Jackson, Mississippi. By early 1865, munitions workers in Richmond, Virginia, were so dissatisfied and desperate that they struck for higher wages.

Women of all classes found themselves swept into the war. Upper-class women sometimes worked in the fields, assumed new duties managing slaves, or entered the workforce as teachers, government employees, or hospital matrons. In the autumn of 1862, the Confederate Congress authorized women to serve in Confederate hospitals. Only a few respectable middle- or upper-class women worked as matrons or nurses, while poorer white women and slaves bandaged, bathed, and fed the soldiers. Most women who entered hospital work during the war were volunteers.

Race and class also played important roles on the Confederate home front. The war impacted rich and poor differently. Military rulings such as exempting slave managers from conscription laws created a chasm between the 25 percent of the white population who owned slaves and the 75 percent who did not. Indeed, government policies that openly favored the planter class while placing a heavy burden on small farmers and poor whites created deep resentments. To many, it was very much a rich man’s war and a poor man’s fight.

Management of the South’s large slave population was a major problem during the war. When white men went to war, Confederate women took on the duty of controlling the South’s 4 million slaves, fearing slave insurrection and violence. Slaves clearly understood this crisis of authority and met women’s uncertainties with heightened assertiveness and resistance. Many white women viewed slavery as more bothersome than beneficial, and this erosion of authority helped break down the slave system in the South.

Some masters shot slaves to keep them from escaping, and some slaves murdered their masters. Slaves in the wartime South claimed new roles for themselves and undermined the Confederate social order without revolting openly. The anticipation and actuality of racial violence shaped life on the Confederate home front and played out in the everyday atrocities stemming from the determination of blacks to be free and of whites to deny that freedom. Some slaves resisted in such ways as refusing to work on Saturdays or after sundown. Many fled to freedom, and a large number sought to serve in the Union Army.

With the end of the war, much of the South was marked by burnt homes and barns, fenceless farms, and lost livestock. Returning Confederate soldiers and those already home pondered how to reestablish their lives. Confederate money was worthless, and the individuals had no credit. Railroad lines would have to be rebuilt, and the slaves were free. An entire generation of Southern women remained single because there were no men to marry. The South would not completely recover from the devastating effects of the Civil War until well into the 20th century.
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Home Front, Union

The Civil War did not affect Northern society as greatly as it did Southern society. A much smaller number of Northerners left home to fight, and Northerners did not face the dire economic hardships that Southerners had to endure. Also, for the most part the war was fought on Southern soil.

Although it suffered somewhat from wartime inflation, the Union financed the Civil War on a sounder basis than did the Confederacy. The Legal Tender Acts (1862, 1863) allowed the government to print greenbacks (paper currency). These immediately became legal currency and did not promote runaway inflation.

In fact, the Civil War brought boom times to agricultural interests in the North. The mass departure of men for the army raised the wages of agricultural laborers, encouraged more rapid mechanization (such as increased use of reapers), and increased the responsibilities of Northern women for the day-to-day requirements of farming. Military demands for food and the growing urban population of the North generated significant demand for increased food production, and by the end of the war many rural families found themselves drawn into the commercial economy. The Homestead Act of 1862 that opened millions of acres of new farmland in the West underscored the Union’s commitment to independent farmers and the ideals of free labor. Also, European purchases of U.S. agricultural products, especially wheat, also boosted the agricultural economy of the North.

Industrial laborers in the North, however, faced a bleaker economic landscape. Many former industrial workers served in the army, and although their families received military bounties and wages, many women and children nevertheless faced hardships in the inflationary economy of the war. In fact, the standard of living declined for most wartime industrial workers, and this was sharper for women and unskilled laborers. At the same time, tens of thousands of children were drawn into the workforce to help replace adult manpower lost to the war. These conditions contributed to growing labor activism, strikes, and a plethora of new unions. Many business owners, already benefiting from the consolidation of business and wealth that the war promoted, charged workers who questioned their practices with disloyalty and hindering the war effort. Class conflict from these power struggles intensified but did not become a national phenomenon until the great labor battles of the 1870s and beyond. The great influx of immigration from Europe also contributed to urban unrest and pressure on the working poor.

The emancipation of slaves in the rebellious South led to considerable problems. As the Union armies slowly conquered Confederate territory, thousands of slaves were freed each day until nearly all, about 4 million, were free by July 1865. Yet the U.S. government never developed a consistent plan for dealing with these suddenly freed persons. The government placed many former slaves in refugee camps in deplorable conditions and with high mortality rates. Many working-class whites, meanwhile, feared that a significant increase of African Americans into the North would bring increased competition for factory jobs—a major factor in the New York City Draft Riots of 1863.

When the early euphoria over the war faded and people in the North realized that the war would be long and bloody, raising the large numbers of men necessary for the armies that would be required to conquer and occupy the South became a major problem. When voluntary enlistments and bounties failed to attract sufficient numbers of men, Congress passed a conscription act in July 1863. Conscription led to social upheaval. The aforementioned New York City Draft Riots were a dramatic manifestation of resistance to the draft. The rioters, many of them poor Irish immigrants, first attacked draft offices and residents of the wealthy, who could escape conscription by paying a commutation fee, but soon the rioters turned their hostility toward blacks, who they feared would take their jobs, murdering many. Hundreds of people were killed in the rioting before troops were able to put it down. In the North as well as the South, the war brought to the surface racial and class turmoil that sometimes became violent.

The Civil War also profoundly changed the lives of Northern women. According to Elizabeth Cady Stanton, a prominent advocate for women’s suffrage, the war produced a revolution within women themselves. Northern women used their wartime experiences as a foundation for self-identity and vocations. The Civil War served as a catalyst for the advancement of women into both nursing and medicine, yet for the most part Northern women, just as with their Southern counterparts, were expected to support the war and remain within the established societal gender roles.
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Homer, Winslow

Birth Date: February 24, 1836

Death Date: September 9, 1910

Famed American artist who largely out of necessity began his career capturing individuals and the human conditions of war but went on to become one of the most preeminent American landscape artists of the 19th century. Winslow Homer was born on February 24, 1836, in Boston, Massachusetts, and at age 19 he began an apprenticeship with a local lithographer. Before long, Homer’s drawings and illustrations were being published in a variety of magazines and newspapers. He relocated to New York City in 1859 and began studying at the well-known National Academy of Design while drawing for high-profile publications such as Harper’s Weekly and Ballou’s Pictorial.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Harper’s Weekly sent Homer into the field to depict battle scenes. His first illustrations were of Major General George B. McClellan’s army, which was encamped along the Potomac River in the autumn of 1861. In 1862 Harper’s Weekly made him a special artist, and he provided numerous illustrations and sketches of scenes from the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). For the duration of the conflict Homer produced prolifically, mostly in the form of double-page woodcuts of camp and battle scenes that appeared almost exclusively in Harper’s Weekly. At the same time, he drew hundreds of sketches for his personal use, some of which he would later use to produce paintings and illustrations at his studio in New York City.
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Famed American artist Winslow Homer produced a number of works during the Civil War, most of them for Harper’s Weekly. He eschewed battles in favor of human interest motifs, including depictions of daily life in the camps. (Library of Congress)

Homer was best known for the human dimension he brought to his work during the war years. Not really interested in depicting grand battle scenes, he instead focused on human interest motifs, including mundane life in camps. His Prisoners at the Front (1865) was perhaps his most notable Civil War–era work. The painting portrays Brigadier General Francis C. Barlow interrogating Confederate prisoners, and Homer’s emotional and intimate depiction of the scene brought him much admiration and notoriety. Homer’s 1862 painting Yankee Sharpshooter is another notable Civil War work.

When the war ended, Homer continued to do illustrations for Harper’s Weekly, covering a multitude of subjects. But more and more he focused on his own work, which turned toward genre painting, the most acclaimed of which was his huge body of landscape paintings. In 1867 he spent a year in Paris studying some of the past and contemporary masters, and thereafter many of his paintings would use light in much the same fashion as the French Impressionist painters, although he never adopted Impressionism in his own work. Beginning in 1873, Homer turned to watercolors, and in this medium his depth of talent was certainly equal to or greater than his oil paintings. By 1875 Homer’s success enabled him to forgo commercial art altogether, and he dedicated the rest of his remarkable career to his personal repertoire of work.

By the 1880s, Homer was America’s preeminent artist. His depictions of landscape scenes in the Adirondack Mountains as well as seascapes in Maine, where he spent the last years of his life, and watercolor paintings of the Bahamas brought him international acclaim. Homer died at Prout’s Neck, Maine, on September 9, 1910.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Homestead Act

Federal law to promote western settlement. Signed on May 20, 1862, by President Abraham Lincoln, the Homestead Act allowed any head of household, age 21 or older, or veteran with 14 days’ U.S. military service to acquire 160 acres of public land. Claimants were required to live on the land for 5 years and not be away from it for more than 6 months. The land grants would also be protected from sale to liquidate presettlement debts. The Homestead Act imposed a $10 fee and left previous preemption provisions in place for discounted, pre–public offering purchase of parcels by squatters with 14 months’ residency.

The 1862 act followed numerous unsuccessful congressional attempts at a homestead law. Notable bills included two in 1846; an 1848 measure authored by Horace Greeley; two in 1852, both passing only the House; and several in 1854 that met the same fate. By the mid-1850s, the homestead issue had become sectionally divisive, and until 1858 it was eclipsed by Kansas-Nebraska Act debates and the intransigence of the slaveholding interests, which opposed federal land grants for fear that new non–slave states would threaten Southern power in the U.S. Senate.
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A settler and his homestead claim in Oregon’s Umpqua National Forest. The Homestead Act of 1862 offered 160 acres of public land to those who would settle it and work the land for five years. (Forest History Society)

The homestead ideal also competed with alternative visions for land sale. “Distribution” demanded distribution of sales revenue among the states, “preemption” allowed squatters to preempt others in land purchases, and “graduation” established decreasing sale prices based upon parcels’ time on the market. A graduation law in fact nudged out an 1854 bill, and the issue lost momentum until the 1859 proposal of Pennsylvania congressman Galusha Grow, the “father of the Homestead Law.” Delays, sectional strife, and 1860 elections politics caused homestead legislation to languish; a measure passing both houses of Congress in 1860 was vetoed by President James Buchanan.

The 1862 Homestead Act, finally approved by a Republican-controlled Congress unencumbered by Southern opposition, stemmed from land-reform activism inspired by Jeffersonian and Jacksonian visions of agrarian independence. The homestead issue was given national prominence by the 1820s-era Workingmen’s Party; the National Reform Association; the Free Soil Party and its Republican remnants; the 1856 presidential bid of John C. Frémont, whose slogan was “Free Labor, Free Soil, Free Speech, Free Men, and Frémont”; Horace Greeley’s journalism and his homestead plank in the 1860 Republican platform; progress in state laws protecting homesteads from debt liquidation (so-called homestead exemption); and the further efforts of men such as George W. Julian and Gerrit Smith.

The act’s legacy remains ambivalent. By 1890, only 3.5 percent of land west of the Mississippi was homesteaded, while 450 million acres were preempted by grants (to states, reservations, and railroads) and pre-1862 ownership of choice parcels. Rather than restraining capitalism, the act facilitated market exchange, the manufacture and use of farm machinery, and, through loopholes, speculation over some legislators’ objections that states should limit the acreage that individuals could hold. Still, the Homestead Act helped populate and settle the West and divide various tracts into family farms. Furthermore, the homestead issue was a significant component in the demise of exclusive Whig-Democratic rivalry (the so-called second party system) and the rise of the Republicans, who made the homestead issue a feature of their 1860 campaigns.

JOHN SHARPE
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Honey Hill, Battle of

Event Date: November 30, 1864

Engagement during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). The Battle of Honey Hill occurred near Pocataligo in Jasper County, South Carolina, on November 30, 1864. As Major General William T. Sherman’s armies approached Savannah from the northwest, he hoped to prevent Confederate reinforcements from reaching the city by cutting the main railway into South Carolina. On November 28, Major General John G. Foster departed Hilton Head Island by boat with some 5,500 Union soldiers. His objective was to proceed north of Beaufort, land at Boyd’s Neck, and then move west to the rail depot at Grahamville. The first transport disembarked troops at Boyd’s Neck the following afternoon, and Foster turned over command of the expedition to Brigadier General John P. Hatch.

Hatch unwisely decided to march inland before all the troops had arrived and disembarked. He personally led an infantry brigade, a small contingent of sailors, and an eight-gun artillery battery toward Grahamville. Poor maps, heavy fog, and several tactical mistakes delayed Hatch’s progress, however, and he did not reach the vicinity of the rail depot until 9:00 a.m. on December 1. By that time, a contingent of Georgia militiamen and several Confederate artillery and cavalry units, numbering perhaps 1,500–2,000 men and led by Major General Gustavus W. Smith, had arrived at Grahamville, a large number of them entrenched about two miles south of the depot on a rise known as Honey Hill.

Honey Hill was surrounded by difficult terrain, including dense woods, several creeks, and swampy areas that made a flanking movement impossible. Hatch thus decided on a frontal attack. All the Union assaults failed in the face of devastating Confederate artillery fire. The battle continued until late afternoon, but the Confederates could not be overcome. Running low on ammunition, Hatch withdrew shortly after dusk. Union losses were 89 killed, 629 wounded, and 28 captured; the Confederates suffered only 8 killed and 39 wounded.
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Honey Springs, Battle of

Event Date: July 17, 1863

Engagement in eastern Indian Territory (Oklahoma). The Battle of Honey Springs was a key part of the Union attempt to assert control over Indian Territory. By mid-July 1863, Confederate brigadier general Douglas H. Cooper, commanding the 1st Brigade, Indian Troops, consisting largely of Choctaws and Cherokees, was concerned that a Union force under Brigadier General James G. Blunt might ford the Arkansas River and threaten his position along Elk Creek, about 25 miles to the south of present-day Muskogee. Cooper commanded about 3,500 troops, while Blunt had 3,500–4,000 men.

On the evening of July 15, Blunt’s force, consisting chiefly of Indian and African American troops and accompanied by two batteries, began crossing the Arkansas, just as Cooper had predicted. By sundown on July 16, all of Blunt’s force had made the crossing and was marching toward Cooper’s position along Elk Creek.

Early the following morning as advance elements of Blunt’s force approached Cooper’s position, light skirmishing broke out. Even before the fighting began, Cooper’s men were at a disadvantage, as they had low-quality powder. Blunt ordered a general advance in a single battle line, and the battle began in earnest by about 10:30 a.m. Cooper’s men repulsed the initial Union attack, but the situation quickly deteriorated for the Confederates, as a heavy downpour swamped the battlefield and further degraded their powder supply.

As Cooper sought to secure dry powder and rally his men, he realized that the Union force was about to turn his left flank. Several tactical mistakes and the Confederates’ inability to halt a Union advance across Elk Creek, which would enable the Federals to flank Cooper’s force, produced near chaos. Many of Cooper’s men began to retreat without orders, and Cooper knew that he would be unable to hold. After two hours of combat he ordered a withdrawal, mounting a fairly effective rearguard action.

Cooper reported losses in the battle of 637 killed, wounded, or captured; Blunt reported 79 killed, wounded, or captured. The Union victory helped Blunt take Fort Smith, Arkansas, after which Union troops were able to assert control over most of Indian Territory.
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Hood, John Bell

Birth Date: June 1, 1831

Death Date: August 30, 1879

Confederate officer. Born at Owingsville, Kentucky, on June 1, 1831, John Bell Hood graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in the stellar class of 1853 that also included Philip Sheridan, James B. McPherson, and John M. Schofield. Commissioned a second lieutenant and assigned to the 4th U.S. Infantry in California, Hood transferred to the new 2nd U.S. Cavalry, an elite unit that included Albert Sidney Johnston, Robert E. Lee, William J. Hardee, and George Thomas among more than a dozen future Civil War generals. Hood was wounded while commanding a detachment during an engagement with Comanches on the Devil’s River in Texas in 1857 and was promoted to first lieutenant the following year.

During the secession crisis, Hood resigned his commission and entered Confederate service as a lieutenant, identifying with Texas because Kentucky remained in the Union. After a brief stint commanding cavalry at Yorktown, Virginia, Hood became colonel of the 4th Texas Infantry in October 1861, and in March 1862 he was commissioned a brigadier general, commanding what came to be known throughout the war as Hood’s Texas Brigade. The brigade fought with conspicuous ferocity during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), delivering a crushing attack at Gaines’ Mill (June 27). Hood commanded a division during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–20, 1862), during which his men again provided a major blow, and again at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where much of his command was sacrificed to buy valuable time for Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Promoted to major general in October 1862, Hood commanded his division at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where on July 2 during the momentous second day of that battle, he received a severe wound that left his left arm permanently disabled.

After an amazingly brief period of recovery, Hood rejoined his division and most of Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s Corps when it moved to Georgia in an effort to bolster General Braxton Bragg’s forces there. On the final day of the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20), with Hood in temporary command, Longstreet’s Corps pierced the Union line, precipitating the near collapse of the Army of the Cumberland. But in that attack Hood sustained a life-threatening wound in his upper right thigh that necessitated the amputation of that limb at the hip, a dangerous operation from which he recovered in time to take the field the following spring.
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Confederate lieutenant general John Bell Hood was an aggressive, capable divisional general, but he proved to be an unfortunate choice for army command as was seen in the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864). (Library of Congress)

Promoted to lieutenant general in February 1864 and assigned to command a corps in General Joseph Johnston’s Army of Tennessee, Hood grew increasingly discouraged with Johnston’s unwillingness to confront Major General William T. Sherman’s armies as they pushed the Confederates to the outskirts of Atlanta. In July, Confederate president Jefferson Davis removed Johnston and named Hood commander, with the rank of full general. Hood fought a series of fierce battles in late July in an effort to hold Atlanta. By the end of August, his situation hopeless, Hood abandoned the vital railroad hub and marched his army northward in a forlorn attempt to draw Sherman’s massive force out of Georgia. Undeterred, Sherman soon launched his March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). That autumn Hood’s army foundered in northern Alabama before marching into Tennessee in hopes of securing a tide-turning victory. After a lost opportunity to destroy Major General John Schofield’s force at Spring Hill on November 29, Hood flung his exhausted army against Schofield’s lines at Franklin in one of the most desperate battles of the war. He then pushed on to Nashville, where on the frozen hills south of the city Major General George Thomas attacked on December 15 and 16. Hood’s force disintegrated, with the remnant retreating back into Mississippi, where Hood was relieved at his own request. Without another field command for the rest of the conflict, Hood surrendered to federal authorities at Natchez, Mississippi, in May 1865.

After the war Hood engaged in a variety of business ventures in New Orleans, where he married and fathered 11 children. He died there on August 30, 1879, in a yellow fever epidemic that also claimed his wife and eldest daughter.

DAVID COFFEY
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Hood’s Tennessee Campaign

See Franklin and Nashville Campaign

_______________________

Hood’s Texas Brigade

Outstanding Confederate infantry unit noted for its combat prowess in General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. The brigade was named for its most prominent commander, Brigadier General John Bell Hood. In the summer of 1861, 30 companies of Texan infantry (roughly 100 men each) formed in Texas and made their way to Virginia to fight in the eastern theater of the Civil War. The companies were organized into three regiments: the 1st Texas Infantry under Colonel Louis T. Wigfall, the 4th Texas Infantry under Colonel John Bell Hood, and the 5th Texas Infantry under Colonel James J. Archer.

On November 12, 1861, the Confederate War Department organized the three regiments into a brigade under Colonel Wigfall of the 1st Texas, who was appointed brigadier general effective October 21, 1861. At this time, the 18th Georgia Infantry under Colonel William T. Wofford was added to the three Texas regiments to complete the brigade. Wigfall commanded the brigade until he was elected to the Confederate Congress on February 20, 1862. At that time, Hood was promoted to brigadier general to date from March 3, 1862, and took command of the brigade that would come to bear his name.

Hood and his brigade first saw action at the Battle of Eltham’s Landing (May 7, 1862) during Union major general George McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). The Texans also saw heavy action at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862). In that battle, Hood personally led his brigade on foot in breaking through the center of the Union position, handing Lee a victory that unnerved McClellan. The fighting at Gaines’ Mill stamped the brigade as an acclaimed combat unit. Following the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), the infantry companies of Hampton’s South Carolina Legion under Colonel M. W. Gary joined the brigade.

Following the Peninsula Campaign, the Texas Brigade fought with distinction at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) in the Confederate counterattack that drove Major General John Pope’s Union Army of Virginia from the battlefield. Hood next led his brigade in fierce fighting in the Cornfield at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). There the 1st Texas Regiment alone had 83 percent of its men killed or wounded in only 20 minutes—the highest percentage North or South of any regiment in the entire war.

Following Antietam, Hood was advanced to major general, and Colonel Jerome Robertson of the 5th Texas took command of the brigade and received a promotion to brigadier general on November 1, 1862. The 3rd Arkansas Infantry under Colonel Vann Manning replaced Hampton’s Legion as the fourth regiment in the brigade. The brigade acquitted itself well in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and also saw action at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). Following the latter battle, Robertson was removed from command of the brigade, and Brigadier General John Gregg replaced him. At the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Hood’s Texans also distinguished themselves. On October 7, 1864, Gregg was killed in action, and Colonel C. M. Winkler of the 4th Texas took command. Hood’s Texas Brigade finished the war under Colonel Robert M. Powell of the 5th Texas. The brigade may have been the most effective unit of its size in the Confederate Army during the war.

JOHN R. LUNDBERG
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Hooker, Joseph

Birth Date: November 13, 1814

Death Date: October 31, 1879

Union officer. Born in Hadley, Massachusetts, on November 13, 1814, Joseph Hooker graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1837 and served in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), winning three brevets for gallantry in action. In 1853 he resigned his commission and spent the next eight years as a farmer in Sonoma, California. As had been his tendency while in uniform, he did a good deal of drinking, wenching, and gambling.

Returning to the U.S. Army with the outbreak of the Civil War, Hooker received a brigadier general’s commission in the volunteer army in August 1861, backdated to May, and was soon commanding a division in the Army of the Potomac.

During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Hooker established a reputation for skillful and aggressive generalship, winning a promotion to major general of volunteers for his role in the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862). Through a newspaper typesetting error he also won the nickname “Fighting Joe” (the headline was supposed to have read “Fighting—Joe Hooker”). The name stuck, much to Hooker’s annoyance. He was even more annoyed with and openly critical of his commander, Major General George McClellan, for the timid, halting way in which McClellan conducted the campaign.

Hooker rose to the command of I Corps during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) and acted with his usual skill and aggressiveness at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), at the latter of which he was forced to leave the field early in the day because of a wound in the foot. He was appointed a brigadier general in the regular army to date from September 20. In October, President Abraham Lincoln removed McClellan from command and replaced him with Major General Ambrose Burnside. Burnside organized the army’s seven corps into three grand divisions, with Hooker commanding one of them. Burnside led the Army of the Potomac to defeat at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), sending many of Hooker’s troops to their deaths in repeated futile uphill assaults against a strong Confederate line. Hooker’s denunciations of Burnside after the battle rose almost to the level of insubordination. Burnside was determined to purge Hooker and other malcontents from the army.

Before Burnside could act, Lincoln removed him from command, elevating Hooker in his place. In doing so, Lincoln sent Hooker a letter noting with displeasure Hooker’s poor treatment of Burnside, inordinate ambition, and loose talk. “I have heard, in such way as to believe it,” Lincoln wrote, “of your recently saying that both the Army and the Government needed a Dictator. Of course it was not for this, but in spite of it, that I have given you the command. Only those generals who gain success can set up dictators. What I now ask of you is military success, and I will risk the dictatorship.”

Hooker set out to improve the army’s administration and morale. The troops were soon enjoying better rations and equipment and such morale-building steps as the addition of unit patches to their uniforms. On the other hand, Hooker continued to exercise his long-standing vices, and one officer noted that headquarters was a combination of “a barroom and a brothel.” As he prepared for the spring campaign against the Confederate army of General Robert E. Lee, Hooker’s dispatches to Washington exuded confidence—even cocksureness—to a degree that worried Lincoln.
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Dashing and self-confident, Union major general Joseph Hooker displayed talent as a corps commander but proved an inept leader of the Army of the Potomac. In command of superior resources, his poor disposition and hesitation facing Confederate general Robert E. Lee led to the Union defeat at Chancellorsville in May 1863. (National Archives)

When Hooker actually led his army to face Lee in what became known as the Chancellorsville Campaign, his demeanor changed dramatically. No sooner had Hooker’s leading elements made contact with the Confederates than he seemed to lose all confidence and pulled his army back into an area known as the Wilderness, where dense foliage negated most of his advantage in numbers and artillery. There he remained inert, almost cowering, leaving the initiative in Confederate hands, while during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Lee and Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson combined to strike his army in flank and attack some of its isolated elements in detail, winning one of the most dramatic long-odds victories in the history of warfare. During the battle, a shell struck Hooker’s headquarters, stunning him for hours but making no significant change in his direction of the army. After retreating back to the army’s prebattle camps, Hooker loudly blamed several subordinates for the failure.

When Lee moved north in what became the Gettysburg Campaign, Hooker followed with the Army of the Potomac, but his messages to Washington betrayed a reluctance to bring the Confederates to battle again. When general in chief Major General Henry W. Halleck refused his demand for authority to withdraw the garrison of Harpers Ferry, Hooker requested to be relieved of command. Lincoln lost no time in granting his request, replacing him with Major General George Gordon Meade.

That autumn Hooker was assigned to command a two-corps detachment of the Army of the Potomac sent to reinforce the Army of the Cumberland at Chattanooga. Hooker performed well in the operation, successfully capturing Lookout Mountain and flanking the Confederate line on Missionary Ridge, although he suffered a severe setback at Ringgold Gap while attempting pursuit of the retreating enemy. The following spring, Hooker commanded a corps in Major General William T. Sherman’s army group advancing toward Atlanta. Again Hooker performed well. In July the command of the Army of the Tennessee came open, and Hooker was furious when Sherman chose Major General Oliver O. Howard for the position. Angry at being passed over, Hooker asked to be relieved.

Hooker served out the rest of the war in insignificant commands in the North and received the regular army brevet to major general. When a stroke left him paralyzed on one side of his body, he retired from the army in October 1868. Hooker died in Garden City, New Jersey, on October 31, 1879.

STEVEN E. WOODWORTH
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Hopkins, Juliet Ann Opie

Birth Date: May 7, 1818

Death Date: March 9, 1890

Confederate nurse known as the “Florence Nightingale of the Confederacy.” Born in Jefferson County, Virginia, on May 7, 1818, Juliet Ann Opie lived a life of wealth and privilege. Although widowed at the age of 20, Opie’s second marriage to Arthur Francis Hopkins in 1854 proved more permanent. Hopkins, a prominent Alabamian, was the president of the Mobile & Ohio Railroad when the couple married, and they lived in Mobile in 1861.

In the summer of 1861, the nascent Confederate government had made few preparations for hospital facilities to treat soldiers. Outbreaks of measles, typhoid fever, and other contagious diseases among troops stationed in Virginia threatened to overwhelm the Confederate Medical Department during the war’s early months. As sick soldiers flooded into every available space in Richmond and nearby towns, the area became one vast hospital.

In June 1861, Juliet Hopkins traveled to the Confederate capital to help alleviate the suffering of sick Alabamians. She secured a suitable building, hired several physicians and nurses, and purchased food and other supplies. When Hopkins opened the First Alabama Hospital in August, it was the first institution to treat Alabama troops serving in Virginia. By the autumn of 1861, she had organized the Second Alabama Hospital in Richmond and other hospitals in Warrenton, Culpeper Court House, Yorktown, Bristoe Station, and Monterey, Virginia.

As a volunteer hospital organizer, Hopkins relied on private donations and appropriations from the Alabama state legislature. She served without salary and contributed an estimated $200,000 to staff and to equip the hospitals. Known for her kindness and dedication to the patients, Hopkins was loved and respected by all.

Mounting costs and medical shortages by late 1863 and the consolidation of services by the Confederate Medical Department caused Hopkins to close her hospitals in October of that year and transfer her patients and supplies to Confederate hospitals. Returning to Alabama, she continued her work there, serving until the end of the war.

Arthur Hopkins died in late 1865, and Juliet Hopkins left Alabama for New York. Most of the family wealth had been lost in the war, and she lived the remainder of her life in relative poverty. Hopkins died on March 9, 1890, in Washington, D.C., in the home of her adopted daughter and was interred in Arlington National Cemetery. The Alabama congressional delegation served as pallbearers, and many veterans attended her funeral, including former Confederate generals Joseph E. Johnston and Joseph Wheeler.
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Horse Landing, Battle of

Event Date: May 22, 1864

Shore engagement on the St. Johns River in Florida. On May 21, 1864, a civilian Confederate spy living near Palatka, Florida, along the St. Johns River, whose home had been taken over by Union troops, overheard Union officers discussing a plan to attack nearby Confederate troops. The informant stole away from her residence and informed Captain John Jackson Dickison, commanding Company H of the 2nd Florida Cavalry, of the plans and then returned home undetected. At the time, Dickison and his men were encamped near the St. Johns River.

That evening, Dickison and about 50 of his men crossed the St. Johns River and hid, waiting for Union ships to steam up the river. As the Union gunboats and a transport arrived as anticipated on the morning of May 22, Dickison’s men opened fire on them with artillery pieces placed along the riverbanks the night before. In the ensuing engagement, Confederate forces suffered only 2 losses, while the Federals reported 72 wounded or killed. Even more significant perhaps, Dickison’s men managed to capture one of the Union vessels, the shallow-draft 130-ton side-wheeler gunboat Columbine, when it lost control and ran into the riverbank. After emptying the ship of arms and supplies, the Confederates burned it. Almost all of the Union losses were from the Columbine. The incident was among just a small handful in which a Union warship was taken by land-based Confederate troops; it was also the only reported engagement in U.S. military history in which a cavalry outfit destroyed a gunboat. The action on May 22 came to be known as the Battle of Horse Landing.
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Hospitals, Military

Before the Civil War, soldiers were treated in garrison hospitals or dispensaries located on the grounds of forts where they were stationed. These buildings were typically small and capable of holding some 18 patients. When the unit moved into the field, the regimental surgeon provided the medical care to the soldiers of his unit. The regimental surgeon had only 2 trained personnel—an assistant surgeon and an enlisted hospital steward—to assist him, but the regimental commander could detail additional soldiers to the surgeon as required.

The regimental surgeon was the primary focus of military health care in the early years of the Civil War. While the regiment prepared for battle, surgeons sent sick patients to general hospitals, usually converted hotels or warehouses or churches located in rear areas. These were the only upper-echelon medical support. During battle, the surgeon established a regimental hospital to treat the wounded. Regimental band members were responsible for carrying the wounded from the battlefield, while civilian teamsters drove the ambulances. Because the workload depended on whether the unit was engaged in battle or not, some regimental hospitals were overwhelmed with casualties. while others were idle. After the battle, regimental hospitals consolidated the seriously wounded into depot hospitals, where they remained until they were well enough to be moved. Sometimes, regimental surgeons joined surgeons from the opposing army to treat all of the wounded from the battle. Some depot hospitals remained near the battlefield for almost a year.

This system collapsed under the large number of the casualties of the war, however. Jonathon Letterman, medical director of the Army of the Potomac, recognized the need for a new system for taking care of the wounded. He proposed an ambulance corps of soldiers trained in the removal of the wounded under the control of medical officers. Each regiment was assigned an ambulance platoon under a noncommissioned officer. On August 2, 1862, Major General George B. McClellan signed the order implementing the ambulance corps within the Army of the Potomac. The organization was first employed during the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), when the ambulance corps removed from the battlefield all 9,420 wounded, the heaviest casualties for a single day during the war, and had them under shelter by evening.
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A Union army surgeon prepares to amputate a wounded soldier’s leg following the July 1–3, 1863 Battle of Gettysburg. (National Archives)

On October 30, 1862, General McClellan issued orders implementing Letterman’s plan for consolidating regimental hospitals into division-level field hospitals. Regimental hospitals were transformed into dressing stations intended to stabilize patients before sending them to the newly established field hospitals. The new organization reduced the number of surgeons at the front and centralized medical staff far enough behind the lines to be accessible by all of the regiments while being close enough to ensure that the wounded would be treated in a timely manner. Letterman also established a supply system for the Medical Department separate from the Quartermaster’s Corps.

Letterman’s organization was in place when Major General Ambrose Burnside’s Army of the Potomac attacked Fredericksburg on December 13, 1862. It was the first battle in which the surgeons had adequate supplies for treating the wounded. However, Letterman had planned to establish a depot in Falmouth, Virginia, and he failed to anticipate Burnside’s eagerness to resume the offensive. When Burnside ordered the evacuation of all of the wounded to Washington, Letterman objected, arguing that not all of his patients could withstand a winter rail journey. Burnside was adamant, and Letterman ordered the evacuation.

While the Fredericksburg Campaign (November 15–December 15, 1862) turned into a tactical debacle, the medical efforts were successful and became a model for handling wounded in the future. The sudden order to remove wounded soldiers from Falmouth to make room for additional casualties from anticipated future combat became a common feature in future campaigns. Burnside’s order had the unintended consequence of changing Letterman’s army system into a national system for handling casualties, dovetailing into an evolving network of general hospitals and hospital trains.
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Wounded Union soldiers recovering in a ward in the Carver General Hospital, Washington, D.C. (National Archives)

The Medical Department was forced to begin building specially designed general or pavilion hospitals to accommodate large numbers of patients from the earlier Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). The designs emphasized sanitation and ventilation to minimize the miasmas that were believed to cause hospital infections. Each ward was in a single-story building, which ensured that there were no stairs to climb and impure vapors that patients on the second floor would have to inhale. By 1863, the Medical Department operated 151 hospitals accommodating 58,716 beds. Two years later there were more than 200 such hospitals.

Although most hospitals accommodated patients with virtually every kind of disease, some specialized hospitals began to emerge. Turner’s Lane General Hospital in Philadelphia specialized in neurological and nervous disorders. A hospital for erysipelas cases was established in Nashville, Tennessee. Desmarres Hospital in Chicago focused on the treatment of wounds and diseases to the eye, and a hospital for mutilated soldiers was located in New York City. The movement of patients away from the combat zone freed up beds in hospitals close to the battlefield for future casualties. On December 20, 1862, the War Department decreed that all wounded officers and enlisted men be moved to a general hospital in their own state if they so requested.

The U.S. Navy had its own less elaborate system of hospitals. Sick and wounded sailors would be treated onboard the vessel, while those requiring definitive care were sent to shore-based hospitals located at major ports.

Hospitals were connected by a network of railroads and hospital trains that moved patients across the country. At first, hospital trains used empty freight cars to move patients away from the battlefield. Straw or evergreen branches were laid on the floor of a flatcar or a boxcar to accommodate the patients. In 1862 Dr. Elisha Harris designed a specialized hospital car that transported patients in stretchers hung from vertical posts with India rubber rings for shock absorbers. Four of these cars were placed in service on the rail lines connecting hospitals in Louisville, Kentucky, and Nashville, Tennessee, with the Army of the Tennessee, reducing travel time from Louisville to Nashville to 24 hours. The hospital trains were credited with preventing many cases of gangrene, common in the case of slower hospital ships. Many other hospital trains were also developed during the war. During the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), 25,184 wounded men made the 12-hour journey to the general hospitals in Nashville or on to Louisville.

The hospital system during the Civil War was not exclusively a military venture. Civilians, horrified at the carnage of the war, organized to help the sick and wounded soldiers. The most influential of these organizations was the U.S. Sanitary Commission led by Frederick Law Olmsted, which was given semiofficial status by President Abraham Lincoln in 1861. The commission demonstrated its political clout by ensuring that its candidate, William H. Hammond, was appointed surgeon general of the U.S. Army in 1862. The commission solicited donations and raised money by holding Sanitary Fairs in several major cities to fund the construction of hospital trains, purchase medical supplies, and garner support for 25 soldiers’ homes. Other organizations, such as the Christian Commission and the Young Men’s Christian Association, also provided supplies and relief to the sick and wounded.

The nursing profession received a major boost from this system of hospitals. At the beginning of the war, regimental surgeons were authorized one enlisted assistant, whose duties included nursing. Ambulatory sick or wounded soldiers also performed nursing duties for their less fortunate comrades. Dorothea Dix and Elizabeth Blackwell, the first woman medical doctor, trained 3,214 women to serve as nurses for the U.S. Army, most of whom served at general hospitals in cities. However, this was only a fraction of the more than 18,000 women paid by the U.S. Army and 2,000 unpaid volunteers who took care of the sick and wounded at hospitals within the combat zone. These women were sent by organizations or just showed up and started working. At the beginning of the war, doctors and nurses had a testy relationship that evolved into a grudging mutual appreciation and respect. After the war, physicians’ support of nurses led to the demand for nursing programs at medical colleges and hospitals.

Although the Confederate Medical Service suffered from a chronic shortage of supplies and personnel and never matched Letterman’s success in evacuation of the wounded, it did have a few impressively designed hospitals, the largest of which was Chimborazo in Richmond, Virginia. This facility opened on October 11, 1861, and operated until the fall of Richmond in 1865. Chimborazo was America’s largest military hospital, with more than 8,000 beds at its peak. The hospital was established by order of Confederate surgeon general Samuel Preston Moore. It became an independent post under the command of Dr. James B. McGaw, a Medical College of Virginia faculty member and Richmond practitioner who had begun the war as a cavalry officer before being called back to run the hospital. The Medical College of Virginia was the only Southern medical school that remained open through the war, and McGaw used Chimborazo to train some 400 new physicians during the conflict.

The hospital occupied Chimborazo Heights above the James River outside Richmond on grounds that had originally been intended as winter quarters for the Army of Northern Virginia. Chimborazo consisted of 150 identical one-story wood frame buildings measuring 100 by 30 feet that were 7 feet high. Each building had 10 windows and housed 40 to 60 patients. It was intended that each man have 800–1,000 cubic feet of well-ventilated air space. Eight to 10 convalescents were housed in each of 100 Sibley tents pitched on the surrounding hillsides. The complex had five icehouses, Russian bathhouses, a bakery that produced 10,000 loaves of bread a day, a brewery that produced 400 kegs at a time of beer, and a farm with 200 cows and 300–500 goats, and there was careful attention to sanitation and drainage.

The facility was apportioned into five divisions of 30 buildings, each designated to care for men from specific states. Where possible, the men were housed with others from the same locality and were cared for by physicians from their home counties. Each division had a surgeon and a variable number of assistants, with an average of 45 physicians assigned to the entire institution at any time. The divisions also had a matron and several assistants responsible for food preparation and laundry.

In spite of chronic shortages of medicine, supplies, and food, Chimborazo had an impressive 9 percent mortality rate for the war. Unfortunately, virtually all the hospital’s records were lost in the Richmond fires of 1865. The hospital was formally surrendered when Richmond fell in 1865. McGaw returned to practice and teaching, eventually becoming dean of the Medical College of Virginia. His son, Walter Drew McGaw, served as chief surgeon of the American Expeditionary Force and established a number of hospitals in France during World War I.

Richmond was the Confederacy’s medical center, and there were 19 other large hospitals in the city, the next largest being Winder, with just less than 5,000 beds.

Medical care during the Civil War evolved from a group of individual regimental surgeons into a national network to tend to the sick and wounded and influenced the medical profession to begin seeing health care as a system rather than as the work of individual doctors. In the network of hospitals developed during the war, the outlines of how health care would be organized in the 20th century became visible.

ALAN J. HAWK
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Hospital Ships

Ships and boats employed to treat and transport Civil War wounded. The use of hospital ships began after the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861) in Missouri. The nearest hospitals were at Cairo and Mound City, Illinois. Rail transport was unavailable and the roads were poor, so Union surgeons commandeered riverboats to move the men. Although transport by water was faster and less traumatic than bouncing along rutted dirt roads, conditions were far from ideal.

It soon became clear that ships primarily assigned to moving the wounded were needed. The first dedicated Union hospital ships were the City of Memphis and the Fanny Bullitt. They saw service in February 1862 during the battles at Forts Henry and Donelson, but they were merely ships on which the wounded suffered; the ships had no facilities to treat them. Learning of conditions, the Sanitary Commission at Cincinnati outfitted a steamer and sent it to Fort Donelson staffed with doctors. The steamer transported the wounded back to Cincinnati.

In April 1862 the U.S. Navy purchased its first hospital ship, the D. A. January. Built in 1857, this passenger riverboat was refurbished in St. Louis to carry 150 beds in each of three wards, with additional wounded housed under awnings on deck. The ship had its own laundry and steam-powered fans that ventilated spaces belowdecks. Pipes passing through ice chests made cold water available at taps throughout the ship, which also boasted a modern and relatively spacious operating room. The D. A. January carried six loads of wounded from Pittsburg Landing north to hospitals in St. Louis and Keokuk, Iowa, following the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). By the end of the war, the ship had moved 23,738 patients to hospitals along the Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois Rivers with an astonishingly low 2.3 percent mortality rate—much less than that in any land-based hospital. It is almost certain that Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) served as pilot on the City of Memphis, and it is likely that he served in the same capacity on the D. A. January in the years immediately preceding the war.
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The U.S. hospital ship Red Rover, at Vicksburg on the Mississippi River. (Francis Trevelyan Miller and Robert Sampson Lanier, The Photographic History of the Civil War, vol 7, 1911)

The most famous Union hospital ship was the Red Rover, a 650-ton Mississippi River side-wheeler attached to Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s Mississippi River Squadron. Built at Cape Girardeau, Missouri, in 1859, it was purchased as a transport by the Confederate government in 1861. It was serving as a barracks ship when Island No. 10 fell to Union forces on April 7, 1862. Bought by the Western Sanitary Commission, it was refitted as a hospital ship and entered service in June 1862, complete with gauze screens over the windows to keep out smoke and ash, 300 tons of ice to cool water and wards, a fully equipped operating room, and an elevator to move patients between decks.

Perhaps to demonstrate that it was still a military ship, the Red Rover mounted a 32-pounder gun at the bow, although it is unlikely that it was ever fired. The ship operated on the Mississippi, Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennessee Rivers and carried 1,697 patients, with only 151 deaths, in two and a half years of service. In addition to surgeons and enlisted stewards and nurses, the Red Rover had a contingent of volunteer nurses who were not officially part of the military and were drawn from the Catholic Sisters of the Holy Cross, the first women to serve in that capacity for the U.S. Navy.

Although the riverboats provided an effective and much-needed service, their activities were uncoordinated to the point of near chaos. Hospital vessels were operated by four independent administrative organizations—the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Army, the U.S. Sanitary Commission, and the Western Sanitary Commission. Each managed its own operations, bought or leased its own ships, bought its own supplies, and hired its own nurses. The military did supply surgeons, and the War Department also stationed military police on the boats to make sure that the men being transported were genuinely sick or wounded and not merely malingering. Before 1862 was out, the Union had contracted for 15 riverboats, and between 1862 and 1865, 150,000 Union casualties were taken to hospitals by water.

Shorter distances and better railways made waterborne transport less important along the East Coast, but the Navy Medical Department did operate in that arena as well. In the spring of 1862, USS Daniel Webster was refurbished under the direction of Frederick Law Olmsted and was sent to move wounded from the battles of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Eventually the Union contracted for 17 coastal steamers to move the sick and wounded.

The Confederacy never had a large riverine or a large maritime fleet and had no dedicated hospital ships.

JACK MCCALLUM

See also

Medicine; Navy, Confederate; Navy, U.S.; Olmsted, Frederick Law

Further Reading

Freemon, Frank. Gangrene and Glory: Medical Care during the American Civil War. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2001.

Gabriel, Richard A., and Karen S. Metz. A History of Military Medicine from the Renaissance through Modern Times. New York: Greenwood, 1992.

Roddis, Louis H. A Short History of Nautical Medicine. New York: Paul B. Hoeber, 1941.

_______________________

Hotchkiss, Jedediah

Birth Date: November 30, 1828

Death Date: January 17, 1899

Confederate officer. Jedediah “Jed” Hotchkiss was born on November 30, 1828, near Windsor, New York. Graduating from Windsor Academy in 1846, he taught for a brief time in western Pennsylvania and then went to Virginia, where he was offered a tutor’s position in Augusta County. After several years, he and his brother, Nelson, founded the Loch Willow Academy not far from Churchville, Virginia. Although Nelson Hotchkiss remained loyal to the Union, Jed Hotchkiss chose to support the Confederate cause, and the brothers closed their school in June 1861. Later that month, Hotchkiss joined the Confederate Army as a lieutenant and was detailed to western Virginia, where he participated in various engineering duties. By then, he had already demonstrated a keen proficiency in cartography and topographical surveying.

In March 1862 Hotchkiss joined Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s staff as a captain, and Jackson immediately began to rely on Hotchkiss for reconnaissance work, accurate maps, and advice on troop movements, particularly in the Shenandoah Valley, where Jackson campaigned during May and June 1862. Hotchkiss provided Jackson with excellent guidance, particularly in the latter’s brilliant flanking maneuver in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where Jackson was mortally wounded, however. Crushed by Jackson’s death, Hotchkiss nevertheless remained in Confederate service, providing valuable cartographic work. His service was perhaps all the more remarkable because he was largely scorned by the Confederate Army’s professional engineering corps of West Point graduates who held engineering degrees. Hotchkiss could claim neither.

Hotchkiss provided valuable reconnaissance work prior to the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and helped Lieutenant Jubal Early plan for the June 28–July 21, 1864, raid on Washington, D.C. Hotchkiss helped Early catch Union forces off guard in the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864).

After the war Hotchkiss remained in Virginia, where he continued to teach and was active in the Presbyterian Church. He also wrote two books on Civil War history and provided many maps for the Atlas to Accompany the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies (1891–1895). Hotchkiss died in Staunton, Virginia, on January 17, 1899.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Hotze, Henry

Birth Date: September 2, 1833

Death Date: April 19, 1887

Confederate soldier and propagandist. Born on September 2, 1833, in Zurich, Switzerland, Henry Hotze immigrated to the United States in his youth, becoming a naturalized citizen in 1855 and taking up residence in Mobile, Alabama. Harboring strong racial opinions, which included a belief in the innate inferiority of African Americans, Hotze translated into English Joseph Arthur Comte de Gobineau’s An Essay on the Inequality of the Human Races. In 1858 and 1859, Hotze was secretary and chargé d’affaires of the U.S. legation in Brussels. He returned to Mobile to become the associate editor of the Mobile Register.

With the beginning of the Civil War in 1861, Hotze joined the Mobile Cadets, which was mustered into the Confederate Army as the 3rd Alabama Regiment and ordered to Virginia in the spring of 1861. On May 30, 1861, he was detached to Richmond as a clerk for the assistant adjutant general and then ordered by Secretary of War Leroy Pope Walker to London to assist Confederate agents with the acquisition of munitions and supplies.

Hotze arrived in London on October 5, 1861, via a British steamer out of Canada and soon realized that the Confederate cause required a strong diplomatic and propaganda effort in Europe. He subsequently returned to Richmond, Virginia, and left the army after being named as a commercial agent by Confederate secretary of state Robert M. T. Hunter on November 14, 1861. As a commercial agent, Hotze was charged with the task of utilizing his journalistic talents to influence British public opinion to the Southern cause. He returned to London on January 29, 1862, and focused his propaganda on issues other than cotton, and he paid English journalists to advance his views, along with writing his own articles for the Morning Post, the London Standard, and the Herald.

In May 1862 Hotze created what became one of the best Confederate propaganda venues in Europe, the Index: A Weekly Journal of Politics, Literature, and News, which enjoyed a circulation of more than 2,000 copies throughout the British Isles and France. Hotze’s intentions were to convince Western Europe of the correctness of the Confederate cause and promote aid to its government. New Confederate secretary of state Judah P. Benjamin, pleased with Hotze’s performance, arranged funding for him to continue his activities in Europe. Hotze viewed the Index as his “little kingdom” and intended to continue publishing the paper as a Southern commercial newspaper after the war. However, the Index ceased operations in August 1865.

Along with his propaganda activities, Hotze assisted Lord Baron Campbell in writing his speech against the Union blockade, delivered to the House of Lords on March 10, 1862, and attended an important dinner at Chancellor of the Exchequer William Gladstone’s residence in July 1862, during which Holtze stressed that a negotiated settlement between the warring parties could be mediated.

With the end of the hostilities in April 1865, Hotze refused to return to the United States. He remained in Europe working as a journalist. Hotze died in Zug, Switzerland, on April 19, 1887.

R. RAY ORTENSIE
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Housatonic, USS

Union warship. Best known for the unique manner in which it was lost, the U.S. Navy steam sloop Housatonic was one of the numerous vessels built during the war to enforce the Union blockade of Southern ports. The Housatonic was one of the powerful four-ship Ossipee class of screw sloops. Laid down at the Boston Navy Yard in 1861, it was launched in November 1861 and commissioned on August 29, 1862. Displacing 1,934 tons, the Housatonic was 205′ in length between perpendiculars and 38′ in breadth, with a draft of 16′7″. Capable of 12 knots under steam, it mounted one 6.4-inch (100-pounder) and three 4.2-inch (30-pounder) Parrott rifled guns, a pivot-mounted XI-inch Dahlgren gun, and two 32-pounder smoothbores. It also had two 24-pounder and one 12-pounder boat howitzers. The ship had a crew complement of 160 men.

Following commissioning, in September 1862 the Housatonic departed Boston for duty with the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron at Charleston under Rear Admiral Samuel Du Pont. In January 1863, boat crews of the Housatonic boarded and helped refloat the blockade-runner Princess Royal, which had gone aground carrying engines for Confederate ironclad vessels. Later that month, the Housatonic helped repulse a sortie by two Confederate ironclad rams, the Chicora and Palmetto State, but not before the blockader Mercedita was captured (the Confederates then immediately released it, when its crew accepted parole) and three other Union vessels were damaged.

Routine service for the Housatonic followed, interrupted only by the capture of the blockade-runners Neptune in April 1863 and Secesh in May 1863. Along with the other wooden ships blockading Charleston, the Housatonic remained in reserve during Du Pont’s unsuccessful ironclad assault on the port’s defenses in early April. In mid-July the Housatonic’s howitzers fired in support of an assault on Battery Wagner as part of the Union effort against Charleston. The failure of this assault was followed by another seven months of blockade duty, during which the Housatonic contributed boat crews for coastal bombardment and landing raiding parties.
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The U.S. Navy steam sloop Housatonic was serving in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron when it was sunk off Charleston by the Confederate submarine H. L. Hunley on February 17, 1864. This was the first time in history that a warship had been sunk by a submarine. (Naval History and Heritage Command)

On the evening of February 17, 1864, the Housatonic was on its regular station about five and a half miles outside Charleston Harbor. Because of the threat of attack by Confederate spar torpedo boats and submarines, Captain Charles W. Pickering had his ship prepared. He had six lookouts posted, and steam in the engine room was up.

Crewmen stood ready to slip the ship’s cable at a moment’s notice and get under way. The night was clear, and the sea was calm. At about 9:00 p.m. the officer of the deck, Acting Master J. N. Crosby, spotted the two hatches of the approaching Confederate submarine H. L. Hunley, which was running awash toward its target. Crosby initiated evasive maneuvers and called the crew to quarters, but the submarine was then too close for anything except small arms fire. Within two minutes just as the Union ship was getting under way, the commander of the H. L. Hunley, Lieutenant George Dixon, succeeded in ramming home the barbed tip of the submarine’s 130-pound spar torpedo (a mine on the end of a long pole) into the starboard side of the ship’s hull, just forward of the mizzenmast. The detonator was attached to a lanyard on the submarine, and when the H. L. Hunley backed away, the mine exploded.

The Housatonic quickly settled by its stern. Fortunately for its crew, the water there was only 28 feet deep, and many of the men simply scrambled into the ship’s rigging to await rescue. Because most of the crew had rushed topside upon hearing Crosby’s alarm, only two officers and three sailors perished.

The Housatonic thus became the first warship ever to be sunk by a submarine. In the morning, the survivors were rescued. After the explosion of the spar torpedo, the H. L. Hunley had signaled that it was returning to shore, but the submarine then vanished. Probably it had been damaged in the explosion. In any case, it sank with all hands.

Although a boost to Confederate morale, the sinking of the Housatonic hardly disturbed the naval balance, let alone the Union blockade of Charleston.

STEPHEN C. SVONAVEC AND SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Blockade of the Confederacy, Union; H. L. Hunley, CSS; South Atlantic Blockading Squadron; Spar Torpedo

Further Reading

Anderson, Bern. By Sea and by River: The Naval History of the Civil War. New York: Da Capo, 1989.

Fowler, William M., Jr. Under Two Flags: The American Navy in the Civil War. New York: Norton, 1990.

Tucker, Spencer C. Blue and Gray Navies: The Civil War Afloat. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2006.

Houston, Samuel

Birth Date: March 2, 1793

Death Date: July 26, 1863

Soldier, frontiersman, politician, and antisecession governor of Texas. Samuel (“Sam”) Houston was born on March 2, 1793, in Rockbridge County, Virginia, but moved to Tennessee as a boy. A rebellious youth, Houston left the family farm at age 16 and lived with the Cherokees, by whom he was given the Native American name “Raven.” He remained with the Cherokees for two years before he returned and established a school for frontier children. Houston served in the army during the War of 1812, during which he began an enduring association with Andrew Jackson. Houston resigned his lieutenant’s commission in 1818.

Houston then studied law, passed the bar, and established a practice in Lebanon, Tennessee. He subsequently served as a U.S. congressman (1823–1827) and governor of Tennessee (1827–1829). In 1829 he married a woman many years his junior. When the marriage mysteriously dissolved months later, Houston abruptly resigned as governor and returned to live among the Cherokees, this time in Indian Territory (Oklahoma), for a three-year period. In 1832 President Jackson dispatched Houston to Texas to negotiate with tribes in the region.

Houston soon became involved in regional politics in Texas and emerged as one of the foremost proponents of independence from Mexico. In 1835 he was appointed commander of the Army of Texas with the rank of major general. The following year, he was a delegate when the Texas legislature declared independence. After a brief armed conflict, the Texans secured independence. Houston’s popularity led to his election as president of Texas in 1836. After his first term as president ended in 1838, he served in the Texas House of Representatives and was reelected president in 1841. After Texas joined the Union in 1845, Houston served two terms in the U.S. Senate (1847–1859).

Houston ran for governor in 1859 and won. Following Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860, Houston called a special session of the Texas legislature to debate secession. He strongly opposed secession, but the convention voted overwhelmingly to leave the Union. Houston oversaw the initial steps to sever ties with the Union, but he refused to take the oath of allegiance to the Confederacy. On March 16, 1861, the legislature removed him from office. Houston and his family then moved to Huntsville, Texas, where he died on July 26, 1863.
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Hovey, Alvin Peterson

Birth Date: September 26, 1821

Death Date: November 23, 1891

Union officer. Alvin Peterson Hovey was born on September 26, 1821, near Mount Vernon, Indiana. Orphaned at age 15, he found work as a bricklayer and then studied law with a local attorney, passing the bar in 1843. Hovey thereafter practiced law, became a circuit court judge, and in 1854 was named to the Indiana Supreme Court, a post he held until 1855, when he became a U.S. district attorney. In 1858 Hovey ran unsuccessfully for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives on the Republican ticket.

In 1861 Hovey secured a colonel’s commission, in command of the 24th Indiana Infantry Regiment. The 24th Indiana was first stationed in Missouri before seeing action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where Hovey was singled out for his meritorious conduct. Advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on April 28, he led a brigade in the 2nd District, Department of Eastern Arkansas. Early the next year, he took command of the 12th Division, XIII Corps, Army of the Tennessee. He performed admirably during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and was conspicuous at the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863).

In December 1863, Hovey was granted a leave so he could return to Indiana and recruit and train troops. In April 1864 he assumed command of a division in XXIII Corps, Army of the Ohio, and participated in the early part of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) but went back to Indiana in June to raise more troops. Thereafter, he held no further field commands. Brevetted major general of volunteers, Hovey served as the commander of the District of Indiana until war’s end, recruiting more than 10,000 troops for federal service.

Postbellum, he returned to his legal practice, served as U.S. minister to Peru (1866–1870), sat in the U.S. House of Representatives (1887–1889), and was governor of Indiana (1889–1891). Hovey died in office on November 23, 1891, in Indianapolis.
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Howard, Joseph, Jr.

Birth Date: ca. 1833

Death Date: March 31, 1908

Controversial Northern journalist during the Civil War. Joseph Howard Jr. was born probably in 1833 in Brooklyn, New York. Few details of his life before the Civil War are known other than the fact that he gravitated to journalism and became known as a newspaperman for whom facts were often ancillary to sensationalism and personal glory. In 1861 Howard gained national notoriety when he wrote a bogus news story claiming that President-elect Abraham Lincoln had reached the nation’s capital by disguising himself in a military cap and cloak as he made his way through Maryland. The story was carried in many newspapers, and by June 1861 Howard found himself writing for the New York Times. His first story for the paper was coverage of the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

Howard was absolutely unscrupulous when it came to filing a news story and would often resort to unconventional means to best his competition. He disguised himself as a minister and stole into the funeral procession of Union major general Philip Kearny, who had been killed at the Battle of Chantilly (September 1, 1862). The funeral had been closed to all journalists. Howard’s unconventional methods notwithstanding, he became one of the better-known journalists of the Civil War and was a regular Times correspondent.

In the spring of 1864, however, Howard went too far in his sensationalist reporting. Now serving as the city editor of the Brooklyn Eagle, he helped perpetrate the so-called Gold Hoax of 1864 and in so doing brought about retribution from the White House, which then began to censor newspapers. Howard and an Eagle reporter penned a phony White House proclamation and ran it in the newspaper. So clever was the forgery that two of New York’s seven daily newspapers also ran the edict. Quite inexplicably, Howard and his accomplice wrote of the Union’s recent defeats, called for a “day of humiliation and prayer,” and asked for the drafting of 400,000 additional men. The bogus story electrified the Union, sending speculators scurrying and the price of gold skyrocketing. When the proclamation was shown to be a hoax, an infuriated Lincoln called for increased monitoring of all newspapers. Two days after the story first ran, Howard was arrested and imprisoned, albeit for just three months. He had not helped his cause when he proclaimed that he would make a killing in the gold market. Only through the intercession of Reverend Henry Ward Beecher, who appealed directly to President Lincoln, was Howard’s release achieved so quickly.

Following the war, Howard continued as a journalist, working for a variety of New York–area papers. He served as the president of the New York Press Club and by the mid-1880s was writing a very successful regular feature called “Howard’s Column,” which was syndicated in many parts of the country. In his later years, his journalistic sensationalism had receded, and he had become a well-respected elder statesman in his field. Howard died on March 31, 1908, in New York City.
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Howard, Oliver Otis

Birth Date: November 8, 1830

Death Date: October 26, 1909

Union officer. Oliver Otis Howard was born in Leeds, Maine, on November 8, 1830. Graduating from Bowdoin College in 1850 and the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1854, Howard was a first lieutenant teaching mathematics at West Point when the Civil War began. Entering the volunteer service as colonel of the 3rd Maine Regiment, he led a brigade at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and helped cover the Union retreat. His performance won him promotion to brigadier general of volunteers. In the spring of 1862, Howard was conspicuous for his bravery at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), being wounded twice. His right arm was amputated close to the shoulder; for this action, Howard would receive the Medal of Honor in 1893.
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Union major general Oliver O. Howard distinguished himself during the Civil War. An ardent abolitionist, in 1865 he came to head the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands. In 1867, he was the key figure in the establishment of one of the first black institutions of higher education, Howard University, named in his honor; he was also its first president. (Library of Congress)

During his convalescence, Howard became convinced that God had spared his life for the purpose of liberating the slaves. Back in command, he fought with distinction at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Promoted to major general of volunteers, Howard led his division in the desperate frontal assault at Marye’s Heights during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

On April 2, 1863, Howard took command of XI Corps, which consisted largely of German Americans. Hit on May 2 by Confederate lieutenant general Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s flank attack in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Howard’s corps virtually disintegrated. Notwithstanding this defeat and the considerable controversy about his role in it, Howard retained his command. During Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s second invasion of the North, on the morning of July 1, 1863, Howard selected Cemetery Ridge as the key defensive position at Gettysburg. Although the performance of his “Dutchmen” over the next two days of battle could best be called mediocre, Howard enjoyed the ultimate satisfaction of receiving the Thanks of Congress for his actions in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Howard then shifted to the western theater, commanding XI Corps at Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, and Knoxville. During the subsequent Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), he headed IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland. Major General William T. Sherman chose Howard to command the Army of the Tennessee following the death of Major General James McPherson during the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864). Having been at West Point with Confederate general John Bell Hood, Howard became convinced that the Southern general would attack. At both Ezra Church and Jonesboro, Howard’s army won easy victories.

When Sherman marched from Atlanta for Savannah in November 1864, he assigned Howard as commander of the right wing of the army. Howard’s men carried out the assault that ensured the capture of Savannah, after which Howard was appointed brigadier general in the regular army. In the Carolinas, Howard’s army impressed all with the rapidity of its movement over flooded swamp country. Although Howard publicly justified the harsh treatment meted out to Southerners during the march, he attempted to keep a check on gratuitous violence. At Columbia, for instance, when much of the city was in flames, he organized firefighting efforts, brought in regiments to control looters, and provided rations for the destitute citizens. Following the army’s departure from Columbia, Howard became concerned over the misbehavior of Union forces, in part for the detrimental effects that such depredations had on the discipline of his entire army. In North Carolina, Howard’s army fought at Bentonville and Goldsboro. When Sherman negotiated surrender terms with Joseph E. Johnston on April 18, 1865, Howard was present. Brevetted major general in the regular army, Howard was also a prominent figure in the Grand Review of Sherman’s Army in Washington on May 24, 1865.

Throughout the war, Howard won the admiration of his men for his great personal bravery. He also attracted attention for his churchgoing and puritanical ways—he opposed profanity, drinking, and gambling. Some admirers characterized Howard as “the Christian general.” Skeptics called him “Old Prayer Book.” Certainly Howard saw more than his share of battle and was, in Sherman’s eyes, the consummate team player.

Howard’s straightlaced demeanor led President Andrew Johnson to appoint him head of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands in May 1865. While in this post, Howard championed African Americans in various ways. In 1867 he became the key figure in the establishment of one of the earliest black institutions of higher education, Howard University, which was named in his honor; he served as its first president until 1874. Howard also played an active role in the settlement of the last remaining frontier, campaigning against Cochise’s Apaches in 1872, the Nez Perces in 1877, and the Bannocks and Paiutes in 1878. After various peacetime assignments, including superintendent of West Point (1881–1882), and promotion to major general (1886), he retired from active duty in 1894. Howard died in Burlington, Vermont, on October 26, 1909.
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Howe, Albion Parris

Birth Date: March 13, 1818

Death Date: January 25, 1897

Union officer. Born in Standish, Maine, on March 13, 1818, Albion Parris Howe graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841. He served for two years in the 4th U.S. Artillery, after which he taught mathematics at West Point for three years. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1846, he saw action during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was brevetted captain. Howe was promoted to captain in 1855, and in 1859 he assisted in the capture of the abolitionist John Brown at Harpers Ferry, Virginia.

With the onset of the Civil War, Howe served as a regular under Major General George B. McClellan in western Virginia. Howe entered the volunteer army as a brigadier general in June 1862 and commanded a brigade during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). He also participated in the Battles of South Mountain (September 14) and Antietam (September 17), after which he assumed command of a division in VI Corps, Army of the Potomac, which he led at Fredericksburg (December 13).

During the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Howe’s division engaged the Confederates guarding Fredericksburg and Salem Church. During Lee’s second invasion of the North, Howe joined the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) late and saw minimum action. He appears to have performed well during the autumn campaigns in Virginia, but in January 1864 Major General George G. Meade, commander of the Army of the Potomac, removed him from command. Contributing to Howe’s removal were his strained relationship with Major General John Sedgwick and support of Major General Joseph Hooker following the disastrous Chancellorsville Campaign (April–May 1863). This unleashed a fierce political battle involving Howe, Meade, and Sedgwick before the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War that ended unresolved. For the duration of the war, Howe commanded the artillery depot in Washington. He briefly defended Harpers Ferry during Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early’s raid on Washington (June 28–July 21, 1864).

Following the Civil War, Howe served in President Abraham Lincoln’s funeral honor guard and was a member of the commission that tried the Lincoln assassination conspirators. Howe also served with the Freedmen’s Bureau. Having been brevetted through major general in the regular and volunteer organizations, he mustered out of the volunteer army in 1866. He then resumed his career as an artillerist in the regular army at his permanent rank of major. He was promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1879 and to colonel in 1882, retiring from army life on June 30, 1882. Howe died in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on January 25, 1897.

JOSHUA ADAM CAMPER

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Chancellorsville, Battle of; Early’s Raid on Washington, D.C.; Fredericksburg, First Battle of; Gettysburg, Battle of; Hooker, Joseph; Meade, George Gordon; Sedgwick, John; South Mountain, Battle of

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Howe, Julia Ward

Birth Date: May 27, 1819

Death Date: October 17, 1910

Abolitionist, suffragist, and author of the lyrics to “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.” Julia Ward was born in New York City on May 27, 1819, and married Samuel Gridley Howe in 1843. The couple met through their work in the abolition movement. Members of the Free Soil Party, the Howes coedited the abolitionist periodical Commonwealth during the 1850s. The marriage was not a happy one, but the couple did share some common interests, one of which was the abolition movement. Julia Howe assisted her husband with many of his abolitionist writings and doubtless met the famous abolitionist John Brown, whom her husband was thought to have supported financially.

Originally published anonymously by the Atlantic Monthly in 1862, Howe’s poem “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” was quickly set to the music of a popular spiritual, “Canaan’s Happy Shore,” and soon became the unofficial anthem of the North. This same tune was also used for the popular song “John Brown’s Body.” Howe’s famous poem had its inspiration after a public review of Union troops in Washington, D.C., when a companion suggested that she write “better” words for the song “John Brown’s Body,” which some of the soldiers had been singing as they passed. Early the next morning, the now-famous words formed quickly in Howe’s mind, and she hastily scrawled them down. Union soldiers marched to the song, prisoners sang it, and it was a purported favorite of President Abraham Lincoln.

Howe formed the New England Women’s Suffrage Association in 1868 and the following year was a cofounder (with Lucy Stone) of the American Woman Suffrage Association. From 1870 to 1890, Howe and Stone coedited the Woman’s Journal. By the time Howe died on October 17, 1910, in Newport, Rhode Island, she was a noted activist, reformer, and writer as well as the first woman elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
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Howe, Samuel Gridley

Birth Date: November 10, 1801

Death Date: January 9, 1876

Physician, reformer, and abolitionist. Born on November 10, 1801, in Boston, Samuel Gridley Howe graduated from Brown University in 1821 and received his medical degree from Harvard College in 1824. That same year, Howe’s romantic spirit led him to Greece to join in the Greek struggle for independence from the Ottoman Empire. During a six-year period in Greece, he served as an army surgeon, a guerrilla fighter, and medical director of the Greek fleet.

Returning to Boston in 1831, Howe became the director of the New England Asylum for the Blind and went to Europe to study methods of teaching the blind and recruit trained teachers for the school. In 1832 Howe began the work of building what eventually became the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind, one of the foremost institutions of its kind. Thanks to Howe’s efforts, schools for the blind were established in Ohio, Virginia, and Kentucky, and other states set aside money to send their blind children to special schools. Howe also worked with blind-deaf children and with the mentally retarded, reforming ways in which these individuals were trained and taught.

As the abolitionist movement gained momentum in the 1850s, Howe became increasingly active in it. Together with his wife Julia Ward Howe (whom he married in 1843), he founded and edited an abolitionist journal, the Commonwealth, in 1850. That same year, he also helped form a Boston vigilance committee to help fugitive slaves pass safely through Boston on their way to Canada and later provided support to the antislavery forces in Kansas. Samuel Howe knew in advance of the militant abolitionist John Brown’s proposed raid on Harpers Ferry, Virginia, and gave him financial backing, although Howe later denied any connection with the raid and fled to Canada to avoid arrest.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Howe became one of the founding members of the U.S. Sanitary Commission. He was later chosen as a member of the Freedman’s Inquiry Commission, advocating equal civil and political rights for African Americans and the establishment of a school system whereby they could receive training.

After the war, Howe returned to the Perkins Institution and also worked for various philanthropic groups. After several years of ill health, Howe died in Boston on January 9, 1876.
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Hudson, Frederic

Birth Date: April 25, 1819

Death Date: October 21, 1875

Longtime editor of the New York Herald. Frederic Hudson was born on April 25, 1819, in Quincy, Massachusetts. After a basic education in local schools, when he was in his mid-teens he moved to New York City and worked for two of his older brothers in Hudson’s News Room, a clearinghouse of sorts for journalists. In 1836 Hudson made the acquaintance of James Gordon Bennett, who the year prior had begun publishing the New York Herald. Recognizing Hudson’s talent, Bennett hired Hudson, who became only the third employee on the newspaper’s payroll. Hudson would spend the remainder of his career working for Bennett. Hudson eventually became managing editor of the paper, anchoring the New York office for more than two decades.

Hudson was renowned for his attention to detail, his unwillingness to compromise journalistic integrity, and his drive to scoop other news sources. For example, when ships from afar approached New York, he refused to wait until the ships anchored; instead, he sent reporters and couriers out to meet the ships in small boats, thereby beating his competitors to the news. Hudson steadily built his paper’s reputation and readership so that by the late 1850s, it was considered to be among the nation’s premier publications. By 1860, it boasted the largest circulation in the United States.

Although the paper tended to be more Democratic than Republican, Hudson and Bennett were careful to prevent it from becoming a mouthpiece of a single political party or a particular viewpoint. During the Civil War, the Herald dutifully supported the Union cause and refrained from severe criticism of the Lincoln administration. To cover the war action, Hudson hired 63 field reporters, and by 1865 the newspaper’s yearly sales topped $1 million, a huge sum at the time. He also pioneered numerous journalistic and publishing techniques that would later be adopted by other newspapers.

Hudson retired in 1866 and moved to Concord, Massachusetts, where he helped care for his ill wife. In 1873 he published the acclaimed Journalism in the United States from 1690 to 1872, which for years was considered the standard text on the history of American journalism. Hudson died in a horse carriage accident on October 21, 1875, in Concord.
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Huger, Benjamin

Birth Date: November 22, 1805

Death Date: December 7, 1877

Confederate officer. Born on November 22, 1805, in Charleston, South Carolina, Benjamin Huger was the grandson of noted South Carolina politician Thomas Pinckney. Huger graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1825 and joined the 3rd U.S. Artillery Regiment as a second lieutenant. After serving as a topographical engineer for three years, he took a two-year leave of absence to tour Europe to study continental warfare practices. In 1832 Huger was promoted to captain, transferred to the U.S. Army Ordnance Department, and took command of the arsenal at Fort Monroe, in Virginia. His command of the arsenal, which ended with the outset of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), was interrupted from 1840 to 1841 when he was temporarily assigned as a military observer in Europe.

Huger served as Major General Winfield Scott’s chief of ordnance during the Mexican-American War, where he received a brevet promotions to major following the Siege of Veracruz (March 9–29, 1847), to lieutenant colonel following the Battle of Molino del Rey (September 8, 1847), and to colonel after the Battle of Chapultepec (September 13, 1847). After the war, Huger returned to command the Fort Monroe arsenal until 1851, when he was transferred to command the Harpers Ferry Arsenal. He was promoted to major in 1855 while serving as commander of the arsenal at Pikesville, Maryland (1854–1860). Posted to command the Charleston Arsenal in 1860, he resigned his commission on April 22, 1861, to join the Confederate Army.

Commissioned a brigadier general in June 1861 and a major general just four months later, Huger first took command of the Department of Norfolk. He immediately warned that his district would not be able to withstand a Union assault but took no meaningful measures to fortify the area. After Union forces compelled a Confederate surrender at Roanoke Island, North Carolina, on February 8, 1862, Huger’s failure to strengthen the Confederate defenses there prompted an investigation by the Confederate Congress.

In May 1862 when Union forces threatened eastern Tidewater Virginia, Huger ordered the dismantlement of the Confederate defensive works there and the torching of the Norfolk Navy Yard, which led to the scuttling of CSS Virginia. He also evacuated all Confederate forces from Norfolk and nearby Portsmouth. His actions were understandably controversial; nevertheless, President Jefferson Davis placed Huger in charge of a division under the command of General Joseph E. Johnston. Huger saw action at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), but his performance left much to be desired. He was relieved of field command in July 1862 and returned to artillery and ordnance duties. In this capacity he served with efficiency, mostly in the Trans-Mississippi Department. He was paroled in June 1865 at Shreveport, Louisiana. In failing health by the end of the war, Huger retired to first North Carolina and then Virginia before settling in Charleston, South Carolina, where he died on December 7, 1877.
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Humes, William Young Conn

Birth Date: May 1, 1830

Death Date: September 11, 1882

Confederate officer. William Young Conn Humes was born on May 1, 1830, in Abingdon, Virginia. He graduated from the Virginia Military Institute in 1851. Humes later moved to Knoxville, Tennessee, where he studied law and became an attorney, subsequently moving to Memphis. In the spring of 1861 he entered Confederate service and secured a lieutenant’s commission in an artillery unit but was soon advanced to captain and placed in charge of batteries on Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River. On April 7, 1862, when Union forces assaulted the post, Humes was taken prisoner along with thousands of other Confederates.

After his release, in March 1863 Humes received command of all horse artillery in a cavalry corps commanded by Major General Joseph Wheeler in the Army of Tennessee. Humes was promoted to major in May. In November 1863 after strong performances at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20) and in eastern Tennessee, Humes was advanced to brigadier general and given command of a mounted brigade under Wheeler.

Humes saw extensive service during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), including the Battle of Brown’s Mill (July 30, 1864), and was widely praised for his effective performance. He next saw combat in opposition to Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea, notably in the Battle of Buck Head Creek (November 28, 1864), where he ably commanded a division that caught the Federals unprepared and nearly captured Union Army brigadier H. Judson Kilpatrick. Humes also served during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas, most conspicuously at the Battle of Monroe’s Crossroads (March 10, 1865), when he was wounded.

After the war, Humes resumed his law practice in Memphis, Tennessee. He later moved to Huntsville, Alabama, where he practiced law until his death there on September 11, 1882.
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Humphreys, Andrew Atkinson

Birth Date: November 2, 1810

Death Date: December 27, 1883

Union officer. Andrew Atkinson Humphreys was born on November 2, 1810, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, into a prominent shipbuilding family. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1831 and saw action in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) before resigning in 1836. After finding success in civil engineering, Humphreys reentered the army on July 7, 1838, as a first lieutenant of the Topographical Engineers. He was promoted to captain in 1848.

Following the beginning of the Civil War, Humphreys was promoted to major on August 6, 1861, and was assigned to the staff of Major General George B. McClellan in the Army of the Potomac. Promoted to colonel in March 1862, Humphreys served as chief topographical engineer for the army. On April 28, 1862, he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. Given charge of the 3rd Division, V Corps, on September 12, 1862, he saw significant action at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13). On May 23, 1863, after the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4), Humphreys transferred to the 2nd Division, III Corps. His command was badly mauled in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Humphreys was advanced to major general (July 7, 1863). He served as Major General George G. Meade’s chief of staff until the last months of the war. In November 1864 Humphreys was assigned command of II Corps, which he led ably during the waning days of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and with distinction during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), especially at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865). Brevetted through major general in the regular army, he mustered out of the volunteers in September 1866.

Humphreys became a permanent brigadier general and chief of the Army Corps of Engineers on August 8, 1866, remaining in that position until his retirement on June 30, 1879. He published two campaign studies, From Gettysburg to the Rapidan and The Virginia Campaign 1864 and 1865, in 1883 before dying on December 27 in Washington, D.C.
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Humphreys, Benjamin Grubb

Birth Date: August 26, 1808

Death Date: December 20, 1882

Confederate officer. Benjamin Grubb Humphreys was born on August 26, 1808, in Claiborne County, Mississippi. He attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, but was expelled in 1826 for participation in a prank that went awry. After that, he studied law, became an attorney, and sat in the state legislature (1839–1844). He was also a successful planter. With the start of the Civil War, he entered Confederate service.

After recruiting an infantry company, Humphreys received a captain’s commission on May 18, 1861, and was assigned to the 21st Mississippi Infantry Regiment. In September, he was advanced to colonel and given charge of the regiment. Serving under Brigadier General William Barksdale, Humphreys’s regiment saw combat during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) as well as in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).

Present for the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Humphreys took command of his brigade on the second day of fighting after Barksdale was killed in action. On August 14, 1863, Humphreys was promoted to brigadier general, to date from August 12. The next month his brigade was dispatched to the West, where it was engaged during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863).

The following year, Humphreys saw action at the Battles of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), and Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Late in the summer, his brigade was sent to the Shenandoah Valley, where on September 3 near Berryville, Virginia, he was seriously injured. Humphreys was thereafter unable to hold a field command. He briefly commanded a subdistrict in Mississippi before being paroled in May 1865.

In early October 1865, Humphreys was elected governor of Mississippi, over the objections of federal authorities who wished to install a governor of their choosing. Nevertheless, Humphreys was inaugurated on October 16, but he repeatedly crossed swords with federally imposed state authorities. Finally, in June 1868 he was forced from office.

Humphreys resumed his plantation operations and was also an insurance agent after leaving office. He died on December 20, 1882, in Leflore County, Mississippi.
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Hunt, Henry Jackson

Birth Date: September 14, 1819

Death Date: February 11, 1889

Union officer. Henry Jackson Hunt was born on September 14, 1819, in Detroit, Michigan. On graduation from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1839, he was assigned to the 2nd Artillery Regiment. He served under Major General Winfield Scott during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and fought in the Battles of Churubusco and Chapultepec, earning brevets for both. Considered an authority of artillery, Hunt, along with William H. French and William F. Berry, wrote Instructions for Field Artillery in 1861. Hunt asserted that artillery batteries formerly assigned to individual divisions should be placed in an artillery reserve so they could be assigned more efficiently as needed. He also contended that artillery fire should be slow and deliberate. Hunt was promoted to major following the start of the Civil War.
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Brigadier General Henry Jackson Hunt was chief of artillery of the Union Army of the Potomac. His skillful placement of his guns was said to be a major factor in such Union victories as Antietam and Gettysburg. (Library of Congress)

During the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Hunt employed his artillery to turn back a Confederate assault on the Union left. When Major General George McClellan assumed command of the Army of the Potomac, he secured Hunt’s promotion to the staff rank of colonel and additional aide-de-camp and ordered him to organize and train the army’s artillerists. From July to September 1861, Hunt oversaw the artillery defending the capital of Washington, D.C.

During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Hunt skillfully handled the Army of the Potomac’s artillery, especially in the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862), where Hunt’s gunners effectively silenced Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s artillery and then helped to break up the Confederate infantry assaults. On September 15, 1862, Hunt was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and was made chief of artillery for the Army of the Potomac. He employed his guns with great success in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). At the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Hunt’s guns helped secure the town but could not silence the Confederates on Marye’s Heights.

New Army of the Potomac commander Major General Joseph Hooker weakened Hunt’s authority over the army’s artillery with resulting detrimental effects in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Restored to full authority by Hooker’s successor, Major General George Gordon Meade, Hunt played an important role in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). His skillful placement of his artillery batteries and conservative use of firepower ensured the repulse of Pickett’s Charge on July 3. Hunt also organized the artillery in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Brevetted major general in both the regular army and the volunteers, Hunt mustered out of the volunteer army in April 1866.

Following the Civil War, Hunt continued in the regular army, first as lieutenant colonel of the 3rd Artillery and after 1869 as colonel of the 5th Artillery. He retired in 1883 to become governor of the Soldiers’ Home in Washington, D.C., where he died on February 11, 1889.

MICHAEL R. HALL AND SPENCER C. TUCKER
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Hunter, David

Birth Date: July 21, 1802

Death Date: February 2, 1886

Union officer. Born on July 21, 1802 (the place of his birth has been variously reported as Washington, D.C.; Princeton, New Jersey; and Troy, New York), David Hunter graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1822. Commissioned a second lieutenant, he was assigned to various frontier posts, rising through the ranks to captain before resigning to deal in Chicago real estate. Rejoining the army in 1841, he was promoted to major and paymaster in 1842.

Appointed colonel of the new 3rd Cavalry (soon redesignated the 6th Cavalry) on May 14, 1861, Hunter was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on May 17 and given charge of a division. He saw action during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he was badly wounded. Promoted to major general on August 13, he was sent to Missouri, where he became commander of the Western Department.

In early 1862 Hunter took command of the Department of the South, where he directed the reduction and surrender of Fort Pulaski, Georgia, during April 10–11, 1862. Fearing that he had too few troops to protect Union holdings on the coastlines of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, he requested additional resources, but his request was denied. In order to fill the ranks, on May 9, 1862, the ardent abolitionist Hunter declared all enslaved persons within his department freed and urged blacks to take up arms to fight for their freedom. He also formed the 1st South Carolina Volunteer Infantry, a unit that consisted of black soldiers and white officers. Although President Abraham Lincoln quickly repealed Hunter’s emancipation order, many Northern newspapers reacted in outrage to this radical act. The Confederate government branded Hunter an outlaw, accusing him of encouraging a slave rebellion. Hunter was defeated at the Battle of Secessionville (June 16, 1862), after which he took an extended leave of absence punctuated only by a failed attack on Charleston. He was without a field command for almost a year.

In May 1864 Hunter was given charge of the Department of West Virginia and ordered to capture Lynchburg, Virginia, a crucial rail junction supporting the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. Marching through the Shenandoah Valley, Hunter destroyed railroads and various governmental structures and facilities supporting the Confederate war effort. His soldiers also ransacked private homes and property. After winning the Battle of Piedmont (June 5, 1864), Hunter took Staunton the next day.

Reinforced at Staunton by Brigadier General George Crook’s Army of West Virginia, Hunter destroyed a good bit of that place and then proceeded south to Lexington, where he burned the Virginia Military Institute and other structures. He tarried too long in Lexington, however, permitting Confederate forces under Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early to reinforce Lynchburg. Still holding a considerable manpower advantage, in the Battle of Lynchburg (June 16–18, 1864) Hunter allowed himself to be bluffed by Early into thinking that the Confederate forces were stronger than was the case and withdrew. Hunter’s withdrawal into West Virginia left the Shenandoah Valley open for Early to advance against Washington, D.C. (June 23–July 12, 1864). Lambasted for his poor performance, Hunter resigned his command in favor of Major General Philip Sheridan on August 8, 1864. Hunter was brevetted to major general in the regular army but saw no further action.
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Union major general David Hunter was commanding the Department of the South in 1862 when he issued a proclamation freeing slaves in North Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. This caused considerable consternation and was annulled. Hunter also organized one of the Union Army’s first black regiments. As commander of the Department of West Virginia in 1864, he led a raid up the Shenandoah Valley and on to Lynchburg, where he was rebuffed. (Library of Congress)

Hunter commanded the honor guard that accompanied President Abraham Lincoln’s body to Illinois and then served on the military commission that investigated Lincoln’s assassination. Hunter retired from the military in 1866 and died on February 2, 1886, in Washington, D.C.
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Hunter, Robert Mercer Taliaferro

Birth Date: April 24, 1809

Death Date: July 18, 1887

Confederate secretary of state and senator. Born on April 24, 1809, at the estate of Mount Pleasant near Loretto in Essex County, Virginia, Robert Mercer Taliaferro Hunter was educated by private tutors. He attended the University of Virginia, graduating in 1828, and then studied law at the Winchester (Virginia) Law School. He was admitted to the bar in 1830 and then practiced law at Lloyds.

Hunter served in the Virginia General Assembly (1834–1837). Winning election as a states’ rights Whig to the U.S. House of Representatives, he served in Congress from 1837 to 1843. He was Speaker of the House from 1839 to 1841. Failing to win reelection in 1842, he was reelected two years later, serving from 1845 to 1847. Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1846, he served there from March 1847 to March 1861. During his time in the Senate, he was closely identified with the Southern branch of the Democratic Party and became known as a prominent spokesman for Southern interests. Author of the 1857 Tariff Act, he also advocated reform of the civil service.

Hunter came up with an elaborate scheme to try to preserve the Union, but when that failed he resigned his Senate seat in March 1861. He was a delegate from Virginia to the Confederate Provisional Congress at Richmond before assuming the cabinet position of secretary of state, which he held from July 1861 until February 1862. He then served in the Confederate Senate from 1862 to 1865, during which time he was a frequent critic of President Jefferson Davis. Hunter was one of the peace commissioners to the unsuccessful Hampton Roads Peace Conference of February 1865 and was briefly imprisoned after the war. Much of his property in Virginia was destroyed in the fighting.

Following the war, Hunter helped organize a conservative political party that wrested control of the Virginia state government from the Radicals in 1869. Hunter was state treasurer of Virginia (1874–1880) and then collector for the port of Tappahannock, Virginia, from 1885 until his death on his estate of Foothill, near Lloyds, Virginia, on July 18, 1887.
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Hunter’s Raid

Start Date: May 26, 1864

End Date: June 29, 1864

Union offensive in the Shenandoah Valley. On May 19, 1864, Major General David Hunter assumed command of the Union Department of West Virginia. Hunter, a staunch abolitionist, wanted both to punish white Southerners for the war and to restore his own tarnished military reputation. Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant hoped that Hunter might tie down a significant number of Confederate troops and thus prevent reinforcement of General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, then locked in a bloody struggle with the Army of the Potomac. Ideally, Hunter would take Staunton and the Virginia Central Railroad, destroy Orange & Alexandria Railroad track between Charlottesville and Lynchburg, take the rail hub of Lynchburg and destroy its Confederate supplies and the track and bridges of the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad, and then join other Union forces under Major General Philip Sheridan and move east to join Grant.

On May 26, Hunter began his advance south from Cedar Creek near Winchester. He had some 11,500 men and 22 guns. Despite Grant’s orders to avoid “indiscriminate marauding” and to take only those supplies “absolutely necessary” for his men, Hunter planned to live off the land where possible. Initially, only Brigadier General John D. Imboden and some 1,000 Partisan Rangers opposed him. Imboden soon collected another 1,200–1,500 Confederate reserves, but he could only delay the Union advance. On June 1, Hunter drove Imboden back to Harrisonburg.

Imboden’s appeals led Lee to order Brigadier William E. “Grumble” Jones’s small force from southwestern Virginia. Arriving with 2,200 men, Jones was senior to Imboden and assumed command of 4,500–5,000 men, 1,000 of them mounted, and 14 guns.

Hunter now slid his forces east to Port Republic. There he planned to cross the South Fork of the Shenandoah River and move south to Waynesboro, just east of Staunton. On the night of June 4, the Union troops bivouacked just south of Port Republic.

On June 5, battle was joined between the two sides at nearby Piedmont. It ended in a resounding Union victory and a precipitous Confederate retreat, with Jones among those slain. Confederate casualties were probably some 600 killed or wounded and an additional 1,000 taken prisoner. The Federals also secured some 1,000 small arms. Union losses were some 150 killed, 650 wounded, and 75 missing. Following the battle, Jones’s successor, Brigadier General John C. Vaughn, decided to retreat east through Waynesboro to Rockfish Gap, west of Charlottesville.

On the afternoon of June 6, Union troops entered Staunton. There Hunter ordered the seizure or destruction of military supplies and the burning of factories, shops, and storehouses. The troops tore up track of the Virginia Central Railroad both east and west of the town and destroyed a number of bridges. There was also much looting and destruction of private property. On June 8, Union brigadier generals George Crook and William W. Averell arrived at Staunton with their divisions, which gave Hunter 18,000 men and 30 guns. Meanwhile, Major General John C. Breckinridge assumed overall command of Confederate forces in the valley.

Hunter now received reports that the Confederates held Rockfish Gap, barring the way to Charlottesville, and that Southern reinforcements were on their way to the valley. This information led him to decide to proceed to Lynchburg not by Charlottesville but instead by continuing up the valley. He would cross the Blue Ridge Mountains and attack Lynchburg from the west.

The combined Union force departed Staunton early on June 10, proceeding southward for Lexington and entering that place on the afternoon of June 11. Hunter ordered the destruction of the Virginia Military Institute, and Union troops also burned the home of former governor John Letcher. Hunter intended to burn Washington College, and although he yielded to pleas not to do so, he sanctioned destruction of its equipment and libraries. Union troops also destroyed ironworks in the area as well as storehouses, granaries, and farm implements, and they damaged the branch of the James River and Kanawha Canal on the North River below Lexington. Hunter, however, committed a major mistake when he recalled to Lexington Brigadier General Alfred N. Duffié’s 1st Cavalry Division, then near Amherst Court House. Duffié might easily have moved against lightly defended Lynchburg.

On the morning of June 14, Hunter’s army left Lexington for Buchanan. There the Federals burned the plantation belonging to Colonel John L. Anderson, a member of the Confederate Congress. The next day the Union troops crossed the Blue Ridge Mountains by the Peaks of Otter Road. That same day Breckinridge arrived in Lynchburg, followed the next day by more men and 200 cadets from the Virginia Military Institute.

On June 16, Hunter’s troops moved through Liberty (present-day Bedford) on the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad, 24 miles west of Lynchburg. As they advanced, Crook’s troops destroyed track, while Averell’s men moved toward Lynchburg along the Bedford Turnpike (Salem Turnpike). On June 17, Crook was only 8 miles from the city.

As Union forces converged on Lynchburg, substantial Confederate reinforcements were also on the way there. The threat was such that Lee detached from his own army Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s II Corps of about 8,000 men, then at Gaines’ Mill near Richmond.

On June 16, Early’s men were near Charlottesville, having marched 80 miles in four days. There, Early learned that Hunter was closing on Lynchburg and immediately requisitioned all available rolling stock on the Orange & Alexandria Railroad to move his men as quickly as possible by rail. Fortunately for Early, Union damage to the track was fairly easily repaired. Time was of the essence, for at Lynchburg, Breckinridge had little means of halting the Union advance.

By the morning of June 18, however, Early had only some 7,000 troops and perhaps 20 guns to confront a Union force of close to 16,000 men and 36 guns. Early staged a deception on the night of June 17–18. Marching men, beating drums, loud cheers, and a yard engine and several cars running in and out of the city helped convince Hunter that he faced some 10,000–15,000 Confederates. Deep in Confederate territory and low on ammunition and supplies, Hunter was much more cautious. Despite his overwhelming superiority, he threw away an excellent chance for victory. Had he not dawdled in Lexington and arrived a day earlier, Lynchburg would have been his.

On June 18 the two sides traded artillery fire, and Hunter mounted a few probing attacks. Some heavy but inconclusive fighting occurred that afternoon, however. By the evening of June 18 all of Early’s men were in place, and he planned a general attack at dawn the next day. Hunter, however, had learned from prisoners that Early’s entire corps was at Lynchburg, and at dawn the Union forces withdrew west toward Liberty.

Early pursued, and the Confederates skirmished with the Union rear guard at Liberty. However, the Confederate artillery could not be gotten up in time, and no cavalry were present. Although Early had saved Lynchburg, he was not able to destroy Hunter’s force.

Confederate cavalry did get in front of Hunter at Hanging Rock, and Brigadier General John McCausland’s cavalry brigade charged the rear of the Union column and captured 11 guns, but at Covington the Confederates gave up the chase. Hunter then moved by the Catawba Valley to White Sulphur Springs and Lewisburg, arriving at Charleston, West Virginia, on June 29. Early and Lee were both disappointed that Hunter had been so little punished, but the Shenandoah Valley was now clear of Northern troops, and the way was now open for Early to advance down the Shenandoah Valley and threaten Washington, D.C.
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Hunton, Eppa

Birth Date: September 22, 1822

Death Date: October 11, 1908

Confederate officer. Eppa Hunton was born on September 22, 1822, near Warrenton, Virginia. He taught school for three years before studying law and being admitted to the bar in 1843. Hunton then opened a practice in Brentsville, Virginia, and from 1849 until 1861 was a commonwealth’s attorney. At the same time, Hunton rose through the ranks of the state militia, attaining the rank of brigadier general by the eve of the Civil War. In the spring of 1861, he recruited the 8th Virginia Infantry Regiment and became its colonel.

Hunton led his regiment effectively at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), after which his regiment was attached to Brigadier General George Pickett’s brigade. Hunton went on to see action with the Army of Northern Virginia in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), during which he took temporary charge of the brigade after Pickett was wounded at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862).

Hunton continued to lead the 8th Virginia, seeing combat at the Battles of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On July 3 at Gettysburg, he received a serious wound during Pickett’s Charge. Long overdue for a promotion, Hunton was advanced to brigadier general on August 9, 1863. He subsequently commanded a brigade in the Richmond defenses before rejoining the Army of Northern Virginia for the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864) and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Hunton fought intrepidly at the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865) but was taken prisoner at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865).

After the war Hunton returned to his law practice, became active in Democratic Party politics, and held a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives (1873–1881) and in the U.S. Senate (1892–1895). Hunton died on October 11, 1908, in Warrenton, Virginia.
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Huntsville, Alabama

Political, commercial, and transportation hub of Alabama’s Tennessee River Valley. In 1860 the population of Huntsville was approximately 3,600 people, most of whom initially opposed secession. The city and immediate vicinity provided eight generals in the war, four for each side. The Memphis & Charleston Railroad, the only rail line linking the Mississippi River to the eastern half of the Confederacy, ran through Huntsville, and shops there kept the line running. Severing this rail line was the primary goal of Union brigadier general Ormsby M. Mitchel and his 3rd Division, Army of the Ohio, which moved into Huntsville on the morning of April 11, 1862.

Huntsville underwent three periods of Union occupation: April–August 1862, February 1863–September 1864, and December 1864–April 1865. Supported by local Unionists, the Union troops held Huntsville and surrounding towns, but Confederate cavalry and guerrillas operated freely in the countryside.
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Hurlbut, Stephen Augustus

Birth Date: November 29, 1815

Death Date: March 27, 1882

Union officer. Stephen Augustus Hurlbut, born in Charleston, South Carolina, on November 29, 1815, studied law and served with the South Carolina Militia in Florida. In 1845 he moved to Illinois to practice law. He quickly rose through the ranks of the Whig Party and was closely associated with Abraham Lincoln while serving in the Illinois legislature. By the mid-1850s, Hurlbut had become a Republican. During the secession crisis, he visited Charleston at President Lincoln’s request to evaluate the situation, and his grim assessment of the standoff at Fort Sumter convinced Lincoln that war was all but inevitable.

Hurlbut secured an appointment as brigadier general of volunteers in May 1861 and served a rather disastrous stint in Missouri, where charges of incompetence and drunkenness led to his transfer to the Army of the Tennessee. He commanded a division and distinguished himself at Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), rallying retreating Union soldiers. He was again conspicuous during the advance on Corinth. Promoted to major general on September 17, 1862, Hurlbut assumed command of XVI Corps, then occupying Memphis and western Tennessee, in October.

Corruption, incompetence, intemperance, and repression were hallmarks of Hurlbut’s administration of the District of West Tennessee. Yet his political connections prevented his removal until April 1864, when the intense scrutiny of the Fort Pillow Massacre (April 12, 1864) made the chaotic situation in western Tennessee too embarrassing for his influential Illinois comrades to ignore any longer. Hurlbut served out the remainder of the war with the Army of the Gulf at New Orleans, compounding his reputation for administrative ineptness, graft, and inebriation.

After the war, Hurlbut was a founding member of the Grand Army of the Republic, although he was later forced out as the organization’s president amid mismanagement allegations. He also served two terms as a U.S. congressman and was U.S. minister to Colombia, tasked with initiating negotiations for a potential canal location through the Darien Isthmus. He was also the controversial U.S. ambassador to Peru during the War of the Pacific. Hurlbut died in Lima on March 27, 1882.
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Huse, Caleb

Birth Date: February 11, 1831

Death Date: March 11, 1905

Confederate purchasing agent in Europe. Caleb Huse was born on February 11, 1831, in Newburyport, Massachusetts. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1851. Assigned to the artillery, Huse served in Key West (1852–1859) and briefly taught at West Point. In 1859 he took an extended leave, traveled in Europe, and then took a teaching position at the University of Alabama in 1861. He resigned his commission that February.

Following the beginning of the Civil War, Huse, an ardent believer in the Southern cause, joined the Confederate Army as a captain but was appointed as a purchasing agent and ordered to proceed to London. Upon arrival in May 1861, Huse acted to secure arms from several large factories. With the Union naval blockade of the South still porous, Huse’s energetic efforts brought much-needed weapons to the Confederacy early in the war.

With the Confederacy chronically short of funds to pay for his purchases, Huse improvised. He organized a bond issue in Europe repayable in Southern cotton, which raised $8 million.

Although Huse was not the only Confederate purchasing agent abroad, he often received preferential treatment because of his reputation. Huse’s effectiveness has been debated, and his sense of urgency led to several poor decisions. Many rifled muskets that he purchased from Austria, for instance, proved useless in wet weather. In addition, his pursuit of easy credit led him into contracts with heavily inflated prices and exorbitant interest rates. At the time, several Confederate officials charged him with poor judgment and demanded his recall. Huse nonetheless purchased everything from handguns to medicines, amounting to millions of pounds sterling.

After the war, Huse returned to the United States and engaged in several failed business ventures. In 1876 he established a military prep school in New York, which he operated until his death in Highland Falls on March 11, 1905.
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Illinois

Large midwestern state encompassing 56,345 square miles. Illinois had an 1860 population of 1,711,871 people. The state has a very long shoreline along the Mississippi River, which forms its western boundary and separates Illinois from neighboring Iowa and Missouri. To the east of Illinois lies Indiana, while Kentucky is to the far southeast. To the north is Wisconsin, and on the northeast there is an approximate 70-mile coastline on Lake Michigan. Because of its centralized location and the fact that the Mississippi River could be accessed from the Great Lakes via the Illinois River, Illinois held considerable strategic significance during the Civil War. Chicago, its largest city, was already becoming the nation’s major railway hub, and the fact that President Abraham Lincoln was from Illinois added to the state’s importance. As with many of the midwestern states, Illinois had millions of acres of good arable land and abundant access to freshwater supplies. The far southern part of the state also had coal, oil, and mineral deposits.

Illinois provided the bulk of the troops for the Union armies in the western theater, and overall only New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio provided more troops to the war effort. Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, himself from Illinois, used the state as a staging and supply area for his expeditions to control the Mississippi and Tennessee Rivers. Illinois’s rich agricultural interests also provided much food for the army, while garment and textile factories provisioned the troops with clothing and other supplies. Cairo, the site of Fort Defiance in the far south where the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers meet, became a principal Union supply depot; Mound City was also a major supply base. Cairo and Mound City also had naval facilities. Camp Douglas, near Chicago, was a major mustering site for Illinois troops, as was Camp Butler near Springfield. They also served as prisoner-of-war camps housing captured Confederates.

Illinois, a Republican stronghold, was ably led by the prowar governor Richard Yates, who ensured that his state responded with great enthusiasm to Lincoln’s call for volunteers beginning in April 1861. The abolitionist movement had gained traction nationally in 1837, when the abolitionist Elijah P. Lovejoy was murdered for his beliefs in Alton, Illinois. In 1854 Illinois politicians played a major role in the founding of the Republican Party, which took place not far away in neighboring Wisconsin. Illinois was also the scene of the famous Lincoln-Douglas Debates in 1858.

Despite these strong ties to abolitionism and Republicanism, however, pockets of pro-Democratic, pro-Southern sympathies were far from unheard of. The Chicago Times was a rabidly partisan newspaper that excoriated Lincoln and the Republicans at almost every turn. And in 1862 Republican U.S. senator Orville H. Brown, who had been appointed to finish the term of Douglas, who died in office, lost an election to William A. Richardson, a Democrat.

[image: image]

Soldiers of the 7th Illinois Infantry who had fought in the April 6–7, 1862, Battle of Shiloh, display their regimental flag while holding their Henry Repeating Rifles. (Illinois State Historical Library)

During the war, Illinois provided a total of 259,902 men for the war effort. Of that number, 34,384 died. Most of the Illinois troops served in the western theater. They composed 150 infantry regiments (the 7th through 156th Illinois), 17 cavalry regiments, 2 light artillery regiments, and 8 independent batteries. In addition, 2,224 Illinoisans served in the navy and marines, and 1,811 men served in the 29th U.S. Colored Infantry and other similar all-black units. Conscription was used sparingly in Illinois because of the enthusiastic response to the call to arms; indeed, it was used mainly at the very end of the war and in the rural parts of the state. Just 5,538 men were drafted, and only 55 paid for substitutes to serve in their place.

Illinois produced an impressive number of army officers—53 brigadier generals, 9 major generals, and 1 lieutenant general (Grant). More than 100 Illinoisans won the Medal of Honor. The state’s most towering figure during the war was, of course, Lincoln.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Imboden, John Daniel

Birth Date: February 16, 1823

Death Date: August 15, 1895

Confederate officer. Born on Christian’s Creek near Fishersville in Augusta County, Virginia, on February 16, 1823, John Daniel Imboden attended Washington College (later Washington and Lee University) during 1841 and 1842. He then taught school and studied and practiced law in Staunton before serving two terms in the Virginia state legislature. The secessionist Imboden failed, however, to win a seat in the state convention that passed the secession ordinance.

Active in the militia, Imboden helped organize the volunteer Staunton Artillery. When Virginia joined the Confederacy, Imboden led the Staunton Artillery to Harpers Ferry and helped capture that place. Granted a commission as a colonel, Imboden distinguished himself in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), especially in the defense of Henry House Hill.

In 1862 Imboden organized a cavalry unit, the 1st Partisan Rangers, which fought under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson in the Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). Imboden participated in the Battle of Cross Keys (June 8, 1862) and the Battle of Port Republic (June 9). During General Robert E. Lee’s invasion of the North that summer, Imboden assisted in the capture of Harpers Ferry (September 12–15, 1862).

Promoted to brigadier general on January 28, 1863, Imboden showed considerable ability in semi-independent command. On April 20 he led a 3,300-man force into western Virginia, supported by another force of 2,200 cavalry under Brigadier General William E. Jones. The two joined forces at Weston. The raid cut Baltimore & Ohio Railroad lines, captured large amounts of livestock, and ravaged the Kanawha Valley petroleum fields.

Imboden returned to Virginia and took part in General Robert E. Lee’s invasion of Pennsylvania. Imboden’s forces helped screen the Army of Northern Virginia’s left flank during the march north but arrived at Gettysburg only at noon on July 3, 1863. Lee assigned Imboden the important task of covering the Confederate withdrawal. Imboden’s men performed this task well, engaging in a fight at Williamsport that helped prevent Union troops from capturing the Confederate baggage trains and wounded.

In October 1863 Imboden raided into West Virginia for a second time and captured the Union garrison at Charleston. In May 1864 Imboden’s 1,500 man cavalry participated in the defeat of Union major general Fritz Sigel’s thrust up the Shenandoah Valley. On May 11 Imboden’s force surprised and captured 464 Union troops in a cavalry regiment on outpost duty near Port Royal. Operating with Confederate major general John C. Breckinridge, Imboden helped defeat Sigel in the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864). Imboden then participated in Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early’s raid on Washington (June 28–July 21), in which Confederate forces threatened the federal capital. Imboden also fought unsuccessfully to stem the subsequent advance of Union forces under Major General Philip H. Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley.
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Confederate brigadier general John D. Imboden of Staunton, Virginia, showed considerable ability in semi-independent command in the Shenandoah Valley. He took part in the 1863 Gettysburg Campaign and had the important assignment of command of the rear guard as the army withdrew back into Virginia. In May 1864, Imboden’s cavalry helped turn back a Union thrust up the Shenandoah Valley. (Library of Congress)

In late 1864, Imboden contracted typhoid fever. Returning to duty, he closed out his war service in command of six Confederate prisoner-of-war camps: Anderson and Eufaula in Georgia, Florence and Columbia in South Carolina, Salisbury in North Carolina, and Cahala in Alabama.

Following the war Imboden resumed the practice of law for a time, but he spent the last two decades of his life in Washington County, Virginia, where he actively promoted the development of iron and coal resources. Imboden, who married five times in the course of his life, died at Damascus, Virginia, on August 15, 1895.
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Immigrants

Thousands of immigrants fought in the Civil War, and many others who did not join the military assisted the war effort as workers. The Union, however, had a much larger immigrant population upon which to draw because immigrants could not compete with slave labor in the South and thus settled in the North, where finding work in the large industrial cities of the Northeast and the Midwest was relatively easy. Before the war, the U.S. Army enlisted soldiers for five-year terms and recruited immigrants heavily. During the war, more than 400,000 foreign-born men served in the U.S. Army. Immigrants, particularly the Irish, also served in the U.S. Navy. The Confederacy had relatively insignificant numbers of immigrants in its ranks. Armies were not monolithic. Social distinctions existed within them, and native-born Americans often discriminated against immigrants. The two largest groups of immigrants to fight in the war were the Germans and the Irish.

More than 200,000 German Americans fought in Union armies during the Civil War, and most were recently arrived immigrants. German immigration to the United States had begun to increase in the 1820s and 1830s as economic hardships and political disenfranchisement combined to convince many Germans to leave their country. German immigration became especially pronounced with the failure of the revolutions of 1848–1849. German immigrants represented about half of the men in the 27 regiments of XI Corps of the Army of the Potomac. Although German American units were often marginalized in the Union Army, several German-born military leaders rose to positions of authority, including Major Generals Carl Schurz, Peter Osterhaus, and Franz Sigel.

Chief Countries of Origin of Immigrantsto the United States, 1861–1880



	Country
	1861–1870
	1871–1880



	Austria-Hungary
	7,800
	72,969



	Canada
	153,878
	383,640



	China
	64,301
	123,201



	Denmark
	17,094
	31,771



	England
	222,277
	437,706



	France
	35,986
	72,206



	Germany
	787,468
	718,182



	Ireland
	435,778
	436,871



	Italy
	11,725
	55,759



	Norway
	71,631
	95,323



	Russia
	2,512
	39,284



	Scotland
	38,769
	87,564



	Sweden
	37,667
	115,922



	Switzerland
	23,286
	28,293




Even more Irish immigrants served in the war, perhaps as many as 215,000 of them. The Irish represented the largest group of immigrants in the Confederate Army, in which some 40,000 served. But most of the Irish, approximately 175,000 of them, fought for the Union. Thousands of men from New York, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania fought in the 2nd “Irish” Brigade of the 1st Division, II Corps, Army of the Potomac. Brigadier General Thomas F. Meagher was a notable Irish immigrant who rose to high rank in the Union Army. Patrick Cleburne commanded a division in the Confederate Army. The fact that many Irish resented the economic competition they faced from free blacks contributed to their participation in draft riots in Boston and New York City during the summer of 1863.

Immigrants made up the principal portion of many other units in the U.S. Army. The 39th New York Volunteers, also known as the Garibaldi Guard, consisted of three German and three Hungarian companies but also contained Swiss, Italian, French, Spanish, and Portuguese recruits. Colonel Wladimir Krzyzanowski organized the 58th New York State Regiment, the so-called Polish Legion, with Danish, Italian, German, French, and Russian men as well as Poles. Colonel Baron Philippe Régis De Trobriand raised the 55th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment, the so-called Lafayette Guards, with mostly French recruits. Colonel Hans Mattson and many members of his 3rd Minnesota Infantry Regiment were among the 4,000 Swedes who fought in the Union Army. Colonel Hans Christian Heg, born in Norway, commanded Norwegians as well as Danes and Swedes in the 15th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, known as the Scandinavian Regiment.
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Imprints, Confederate

Materials printed—versus written by hand—in the Confederate States of America between December 1860 and May 1865. Confederate imprints have traditionally provided historians of the Civil War with invaluable insights on the social, political, cultural, and military landscapes of the Confederacy. As many as 7,000 printed items were produced in the Confederacy, including everything from newspapers, books, educational texts, sheet music, maps, pamphlets, and political speeches to drawings, photographs, periodicals, military reports, and official government proceedings. Prior to the Civil War, the South imported from the North most of its printed material aside from newspapers and the like. Southern book publishers were a relatively rare commodity, so when the war began, many Southern printers had to begin producing material with which they had little prior experience.

The first recognized Confederate imprint was the December 20, 1860, Ordinance of Secession, printed by the Charleston Mercury. The last official imprint was produced in Meridian, Mississippi, on May 6, 1865, which carried the surrender terms of Lieutenant General Richard Taylor. A large number of extant Confederate imprints are part of museum or library collections, but a sizable number remain in the hands of individuals. They are highly sought after and usually command princely sums at sales and auctions. The rarer the imprint is or the more important the document is, the higher the price.

Large collections open to researchers include the libraries of several universities, most notably the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, the University of Virginia, Duke University, Princeton University, and Emory University. Other substantial collections can be found in the Library of Congress, the Museum of the Confederacy (Richmond, Virginia), the Huntington Library (San Marino, California), the Boston Athenaeum, and the Western Reserve Historical Society (Cleveland, Ohio). Smaller caches of Confederate imprints are scattered throughout the South, chiefly in local, state, and regional libraries, museums, and repositories.
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Income Tax, Confederacy

State and national levies to raise revenue. Compared to the United States, the Confederate States of America began the Civil War at a very significant disadvantage in terms of financial resources and fiscal policy. As a newly created entity, the Confederacy had to promulgate tax policies, tax collection, and tax code enforcement from scratch. Furthermore, it had little money in its treasury, and because its population was considerably smaller and income distribution was not as wide as that in the North, the Confederacy had a difficult time raising sufficient revenue to prosecute a large war effort. Making matters even more difficult was the strong states’ rights philosophy in the South, which made it quite difficult for the central government to levy nationwide taxes. Indeed, not until April 1863 was the Confederate government able to pass a nationwide income tax, and it proved to be woefully inadequate.

Between 1861 and 1863, eight Confederate states levied their own income taxes. They ranged from a low of .25 percent in Louisiana to a high of 10 percent in Virginia. But these taxes proved to be of little help to the Confederate government, which was borrowing and printing more and more money just to stay afloat. In January 1863 Christopher G. Memminger, the Confederate secretary of the treasury, sought a national income tax of 10 percent on all wages and salaries in addition to a 1 percent property tax to help fund the Confederate government. He estimated that such a tax structure would raise at least $60 million in revenue during the first year of implementation. Not surprisingly, Memminger’s proposal encountered stiff opposition.

At the end of March, the Confederate House Ways and Means Committee proposed a 14 percent tax on incomes under $10,000 per year and a 24 percent tax on incomes above $10,000. The Senate Finance Committee, however, was appalled by the suggested tax rates and instead offered its own plan. The resulting proposal called for a graduated tax, including a 5 percent tax on incomes of $500–$1,500 per year, a 10 percent tax on incomes of $1,500–$10,000, a 12.5 percent tax on incomes $10,000–$15,000, and a 15 percent tax on incomes of more than $15,000.

On April 24, the House and Senate reached a compromise that established a more graduated approach to income taxes: incomes under $1,000 would be exempt, there would be 1 percent tax on the first $1,500 over and above the exemption, and a 2 percent tax would be placed on all income above that. The final tax law raised far less than Memminger had envisioned, and it proved to be wholly inadequate in the long term. Clumsy collection and enforcement procedures further handicapped the tax structure. No further tax laws were enacted, although in 1864 Memminger did ask for a 20 percent tax on incomes over $5,000 and a 50 percent tax on incomes over $10,000.
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Income Tax, U.S.

Temporary federal levy to raise revenue. Although the United States began the war in a far better fiscal position than did the Confederacy, it nevertheless became necessary for the U.S. Congress to levy an income tax to pay for the war effort. In early July 1861, Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase recommended internal taxes that would generate approximately $20 million. He left the specifics up to Congress. The House Ways and Means Committee took up Chase’s proposal on July 24. The committee subsequently proposed a property tax, levied on the states according to population, and also suggested various excise taxes. The property tax proved to be profoundly unpopular because it would unduly penalize farmers while allowing wealthy businessmen and bankers to pay little or no taxes. The committee then decided to review a direct income tax, which also proved controversial because the federal government had never before levied such a tax.

Finally, in the winter of 1862 both houses of Congress agreed on a comprehensive tax bill that levied a 3 percent tax on incomes between $600 and $10,000 and a 5 percent tax on incomes of more than $10,000. President Abraham Lincoln signed the measure into law on July 1, 1862. In 1864 Congress raised the income tax so that a 5 percent tax was levied on incomes between $600 and $5,000, a 7.5 percent tax was levied on incomes between $5,000 and $10,000, and a 10 percent tax was levied on all incomes above $10,000.

The 1862 tax structure failed to yield sufficient revenue because the minimum taxable income had been set too high. The 1864 tax bill, however, produced some $20 million in revenue, about 10 times what the first bill had generated. Although a federal income tax would be ruled unconstitutional in most cases later in the century, the Civil War tax code served as a model for 20th-century income tax legislation, which was enacted in 1913.
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Indiana

Midwestern state that made significant contributions to the Union war effort. Admitted to the Union in 1816, Indiana was carved out of the Old Northwest Territory, which the U.S. government had wrested from Native Americans by force during the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Indiana encompasses 36,185 square miles and is bordered by Lake Michigan and the state of Michigan to the north, Ohio to the east, Kentucky to the south, and Illinois to the west. Indiana’s long southern border formed by the Ohio River gives the state excellent access by water to points farther east and ready access to the Mississippi River to the south and west. On the eve of the Civil War in 1861, Indiana’s population stood at 1.35 million; the state had undergone a significant population boom in the decades preceding the war.

Indiana residents generally supported the Abraham Lincoln administration’s efforts to maintain the Union during this conflict, although there was significant opposition to the war effort and some level of sympathy for the Confederacy, especially in the southern portion of the state. Republican governor Oliver Hazard Perry Throck Morton, in office from 1861 to 1867, made concerted efforts to provide Indiana troops to meet federal requirements, with Indiana soldiers playing a significant role, most famously those of the Iron Brigade in such engagements as the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Camp Morton in Indianapolis, the state capital, became a prominent center for Confederate prisoners of war.

The slow progress of the war and the unpopularity of the draft resulted in Democrats gaining control of the Indiana legislature in the 1862 elections. Contentious relations between the legislature and Morton caused him to bypass the legislature and seek war funding directly from the War Department, private banks, and other commercial and political allies. These moves were highly controversial, particularly among his political adversaries.

The only fighting in Indiana occurred when forces led by Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan invaded southern Indiana on July 8, 1863, entering Harrison County and conducting operations at Corydon, Salem, Dupont, and Versailles before moving into Ohio and being captured. Morgan’s invasion helped Morton galvanize statewide support for the war effort, with thousands volunteering to help defeat the invaders.

Lincoln’s national suspension of habeas corpus in 1862 was unpopular in parts of Indiana. Violent opposition to the war occurred in many counties, with most of this originating from the Knights of the Golden Circle, a secret organization whose goal was to promote Southern interests. This group’s membership was broken up through widespread arrests and convictions of its members, largely upon the orders of Governor Morton.

An important constitutional law issue during this time arose upon the arrest of antiwar Democrat Lamdin Milligan of Huntington, Indiana, who was charged with conspiring against the government and aiding the enemy. Milligan was tried and convicted by a military commission and sentenced to death. He appealed this sentence by petitioning the federal courts, contending that military commissions could not try a civilian. Ultimately the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in his favor in Ex Parte Milligan in 1866.

More favorable war news in 1864 and the Democrats’ association with charges of treason because of the activities of the Knights of the Golden Circle resulted in Morton’s reelection that year and the return of a Republican-controlled legislature. The Civil War increased Indiana’s pace of industrialization and transformed Indianapolis into a major urban area. Indiana soldiers suffered more than 7,000 combat fatalities and 18,000 disease-related deaths. Morton’s successful but controversial leadership ultimately propelled him to the U.S. Senate, and Indiana became an important part of the Republican electoral coalition during the rest of the 19th century.
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Indian Brigade

Union Army organization recruited from among various Native American groups and formally incorporated as the Indian Brigade in August 1862. The so-called Five Civilized Tribes (Cherokees, Chickasaws, Choctaws, Creeks, and Seminoles) provided the majority of the unit’s manpower. The unit was an offshoot of an organization known as the Indian Home Guard, which had taken part in a failed June 28, 1862, invasion of Indian Territory (Oklahoma). The first regiment consisted of eight Creek and two Seminole companies. The second regiment was much more heterogeneous and included Cherokees, Chickasaws, Choctaws, Creeks, Delawares, Kickapoos, Osages, Seminoles, Shawnees, and Senecas. The third regiment consisted predominantly of deserters from John Crew’s Mounted Rifles, a Confederate regiment made up primarily of Cherokees.

At the outset of the Civil War, most of the tribes residing in Indian Territory supported the Confederacy. However, internal divisions within the tribes drove some members to leave the territory for Union-controlled areas. These refugees subsequently supported a Union effort in 1862 designed to take control of Indian Territory. As a result, the Native American refugees provided the manpower necessary for the formation of the Indian Brigade.

Leadership of the brigade included both Native American and white officers. Motivations for military service were not in line with those of the bulk of the Union forces, however. Many served not to end slavery or preserve the Union but rather in the hope that their service would be recognized by the U.S. government and would bring aid to their people. Others fought simply for the survival of their particular tribe.

A new effort to establish a Union presence in Indian Territory, spearheaded by the Indian Brigade in the spring of 1863, succeeded in taking Fort Gibson in April. This success fractured Confederate control of Indian Territory, but Union control of the region remained tenuous.
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Indians, Confederate

See Confederate Indians

Indian Territory

Federally administered region set aside for the relocation of Native Americans from east of the Mississippi. Located in the south-central United States and eventually confined to most of what is present-day Oklahoma, Indian Territory was home to numerous Native American nations that had been relocated there, most forcibly, by the U.S. government. On the eve of the American Civil War, approximately 55,000 native people lived in the territory. These inhabitants were not U.S. citizens, nor was the area an organized territory of the United States. It had no territorial governor or legislature, and the U.S. Office of Indian Affairs managed the region.

The U.S. government enforced its Indian policy through a string of fortifications in Indian Territory that included Forts Washita, Arbuckle, and Cobb. The residents of Indian Territory belonged to the larger tribal affiliations of the so-called Five Civilized Tribes—the Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles—while the remainder lived in smaller groups of Quapaws, Wichitas, Senecas, Shawnees, Delawares, Comanches, and Osages, among others.

Conditions in Indian Territory throughout the war mirrored the larger conflict in terms of the factionalism and intensity of the political and military conflict. Native American tribes, particularly the Creeks and Cherokees, fought their own internal battles to determine their affiliation with Union or Confederate forces, which both vied for their support. By mid-1861, many tribal governments had signed treaties of alliance with the Confederate States of America. The tribes agreed to oppose Union forces in the territory and to contribute several regiments of Native American soldiers to the Confederate Army. In return, the Confederacy recognized Indian land titles, assumed the financial and treaty responsibilities of the United States, and agreed to supply and pay Native American troops.

These relationships soon deteriorated, as long-term political divisions within the tribes affected Native American participation in the Civil War. When a band of Creeks under Opothleyahola attempted to flee to Kansas, tribal members loyal to the Confederates opposed their action. Some managed to escape, enlisted in the Union forces, and returned to Indian Territory determined to take revenge on their political opponents.

In 1862, Union forces responded to divisions within the Cherokee tribe by invading the Cherokee Nation. Union troops captured the principal Cherokee chief, John Ross, and escorted him to Washington, D.C., as their prisoner. There he later issued a proclamation of loyalty to the U.S. government on behalf of the Cherokee Nation. Other Cherokees under the military and political leadership of Stand Watie (a brigadier general in the Confederate Army), however, remained true to their alliance with the South. These internal divisions contributed to the intense conventional and guerrilla warfare that included indiscriminate murder, destruction of property, and continued political strife. The war left an unhappy legacy in Indian Territory.

U.S. Army Troops Assigned to Indian Duty, 1862–1865



	Region
	Number of Troops



	Central Plains
	2,500–3,500



	Northern Plains
	4,500–5,000



	Southwest
	2,500–4,000



	Pacific Coast, Inland Empire, and the Great Basin
	5,000–6,000




By 1863, Union troops had largely defeated organized Confederate forces in Indian Territory, although continued military actions, guerrilla fighting, and enforcement of Indian policy required the use of significant Union and Confederate military resources in the region. Watie continued as a useful ally for the Confederacy. Indeed, under his command, the 1st Cherokee Mounted Rifles fought effectively at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), harassed Union forces, and interdicted valuable supplies destined for Forts Scott and Leavenworth. For the Native Americans themselves, the intense political divisions that the removal era inspired were exacerbated by the Civil War, making economic and political recovery after the conflict all the more difficult.

The alliances that the tribes entered into with the Confederacy contributed to unfavorable treaty provisions and shaped future Indian policies. These included detribalization and forced assimilation. With the South’s defeat, Native American groups loyal to the Confederacy reestablished their relationships with the U.S. government.
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Industrial Revolution

The rapid substitution of machine power for human and animal power. The Industrial Revolution commenced in England during the last quarter of the 18th century and is associated with the application of steam power to machinery. Glasgow instrument maker James Watt is credited with perfecting the steam engine in 1769, which freed factories from reliance on falling water as a source of power. Because of its importance, the date of its invention is usually taken as the beginning of the Industrial Revolution. The steam engine also produced a revolution in transportation, with the invention of the steam locomotive and steam-driven ships.

Early steam-driven vessels, designed by John Fitch, appeared in the United States in the 1790s, but it was not until Robert Fulton’s Clermont (1807), operating on the Hudson River between Albany and New York City, that waterways were opened to steam-powered ships. It was Fulton’s attention to the economics of shipping that caused him to be known as the “Father of Steam Navigation.” By the 1820s, steam vessels plied many of the nation’s major rivers, and by the 1840s, most of the western rivers were opened to steamboats.

Around the same time, Eli Whitney’s revolution in manufacturing, known as the American System, which included simple design, standardized parts, and mass production, began to spread throughout the United States. Firearms manufacturing drew heavily on the private sector, including clock makers and other small machinery makers, and innovations quickly spread to government armories. Whitney’s musket-manufacturing facility spawned other inventors, including Samuel Colt and John Deere, whose steel plow plant opened in 1846. Cyrus McCormick’s mass-produced mechanical reaper went on sale in 1840, and by 1856 his company was producing 4,000 of these huge machines a year. Iron manufacturing, already growing since the Revolutionary War, took off under a series of protective tariffs that increased the price of imported iron. Anthracite coal, introduced as a primary fuel for pig iron smelting in 1839, laid the groundwork for iron producers to make iron more productively and cheaply. When combined with the British-invented hot-blast furnace method, this expanded production fourfold over the old cold-blast furnaces.
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The rail engines “Telegraph” and “O. A. Bull” at the ruins of the Confederate engine house at Atlanta, Georgia, in September 1864. Due to insufficient resources, the already inadequate Confederate railroad system sharply deteriorated as the war continued. (National Archives)

Cheap iron made possible the rapid spread of the railroads, which first appeared in America in the 1830s. Within 20 years railroads crisscrossed the nation, linking interior areas to the rivers, cities, and coastlines. Railroads would prove to be immensely important in the Civil War, which saw the first movement of troops by rail in American history.

Likewise, textile manufacturing, which had begun with Samuel Slater in 1790, had grown into a vibrant industry in Massachusetts and other northeastern locations. Hundreds of new banks chartered in the early decades of the 1800s further facilitated industrial growth by providing credit and generally stable currencies. The federal government and states kept taxes low, land ownership was a possibility for virtually anyone, and there was little turmoil in the form of foreign invasions to upset markets.

Whitney’s invention of the cotton gin in 1793 had generated an explosion in cotton production in the lower South. This brought with it a prosperous South, where property values soared and the number of slaves increased sharply, despite the ban on further importation of slaves. In 1800 there were 894,000 slaves in America, but by 1860 there were 3.95 million. Even though returns on manufacturing in the South ran as high as 22 percent, slavery remained quite profitable (13 percent returns) and, when combined with the social and cultural structure it supported, proved to be an immovable object short of war.

By the 1840s, then, the United States was reaching the peak of its Industrial Revolution. Iron manufacturing, book publishing, the chemical and metallurgical industry, railroads, steamboats, and steam-powered mills of all sorts were supported and facilitated by favorable laws, a network of banks, and an easy regulatory climate. Chartered bank numbers rose from 500 in 1834 to 824 in 1850. American employers constantly sought to substitute machinery for labor, embracing the most recent and revolutionary designs. These machines, however, required highly skilled and often well-educated laborers, which meant that labor costs were driven up again. Then the cycle started over. This put the United States on a high-tech path from early in its history, one from which it never looked back. Beginning in the 1840s, large influxes of immigrants provided relatively cheap labor, but most were not skilled. Transportation and production costs fell, especially for upstream traffic and, after the advent of railroads, over land.

As larger railroad networks grew, managerial changes occurred that made American businesses even more productive. The so-called managerial revolution began when firms grew too large, or covered too much territory, for a single owner to manage the company. As railroads, which are capital intensive, sold stock to increase capital, the number of owners required that a single hierarchy of professional managers be hired. By the 1850s, the managerial revolution was well in place.

North and South on the Eve of the Civil War, March 1861



	Area
	United States of America
	Confederate States of America



	Number of states
	23
	11



	Population
	22.3 million
	9.1 million (nearly 4 million slaves)



	Industrial capacity
	92 percent
	8 percent



	Banking capital
	82 percent
	18 percent



	Railroad track
	21,827 miles
	8,947 miles



	Men under arms
	17,000
	35,000



	Warships (purpose-built)
	90
	1




Communication, which was largely by letters delivered by riders or stagecoaches, stood on the verge of a similar revolution when Congress authorized $30,000 for Samuel F. B. Morse to test his new telegraph on a line from Baltimore to Washington in the early 1840s. The telegraph would not be completed until 1844; the first message was “What hath God wrought?” Telegraphs not only revolutionized communications but also changed the way in which wars were fought, which was clearly evidenced during the Civil War.

The ease of acquiring capital, the U.S. patent system, and overall opportunity encouraged invention and innovation, as with Elias Howe’s new sewing machine, Deere’s plow, and McCormick’s reaper, only matched in England and seldom exceeded. The invention of the percussion cap and the minié ball, the appearance of truly effective revolvers and repeating breech-loading rifles as well as primitive machine guns and new metallurgical techniques, the application of science to the manufacture of heavy guns, and the appearance of rifled artillery and new fuses all had a tremendous impact on the conduct of war and tactics, as did the locomotive and steam warships. The Industrial Revolution in America would gain such momentum that the United States would overtake all of its continental rivals by the end of the 19th century.

LARRY SCHWEIKART

See also

Coal; Colt, Samuel; Cotton; Deere, John; Factory Labor; Free Labor; Industry; Iron and Steel Manufacture; Railroads, CSA; Railroads, U.S.; Slavery; Steamships; Telegraph; Textile Manufacturing

Further Reading

Atack, Jeremy, and Peter Passell. A New Economic View of American History. 2nd ed. New York: Norton, 1994.

Chandler, Alfred. The Visible Hand: The Managerial Revolution in American Business. Cambridge, MA: Belknap, 1977.

Hounshell, David. From the American System to Mass Production. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1977.

Schweikart, Larry. The Entrepreneurial Adventure: A History of Business in the United States. Fort Worth, TX: Harcourt, 2000.

_______________________

Industry

The Civil War occurred as the United States was in the process of moving from the water-powered to the steam-powered phase of its own Industrial Revolution. Francis Cabot Lowell had built the country’s first major textile mill at Waltham, Massachusetts, in the second decade of the 19th century, and in the decade that followed Lowell’s associates built a planned industrial town on the Merrimack River and named it Lowell, Massachusetts. More than five miles of canals carried the waters of the Merrimack to drive the machinery of the Lowell mills.

While textile and other industries had flourished in the North and especially the Northeast, the South had lagged far behind the other regions of the country in manufacturing. This was largely a result of slavery. The South’s peculiar institution of slavery drew off capital investment, and the abundance of slave labor reduced the need for mechanical innovation. Slaves could be and in rare cases were used to run manufacturing establishments, such as an iron forge in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley, but even there the enforced stability of the slave labor force contributed to stagnation and use of outmoded equipment. It seemed much more natural to use slaves in agricultural pursuits anyway, and this dominated the Southern economy.

When the war began, the Northern and Southern states thus differed markedly in industrial development. Of the 128,300 industrial establishments in the United States, only 18,026 were in the states that became part of the Confederacy. In 1860, Massachusetts alone churned out more than 160 percent of the amount of manufactured goods produced in all of the Confederate states combined. Pennsylvania produced nearly 200 percent, and New York produced more than that. While 110,000 industrial workers labored in the South, the North’s total of such employees was 1.3 million. In 1860 the nation’s total annual value of industrial product came to $1.9 billion, but of that total the future Confederate states contributed only $145.3 million, or 7.5 percent.

In addition to its far greater population, the North also had a more educated and more urbanized citizenry. Some 26 percent of the Northern population lived in large towns or cities, as compared to only 10 percent in the South. The North’s large middle class and far greater wealth, coupled with a well-developed banking system, facilitated economic development.

The Confederacy had very few large banks, scant industrial assets, a proportionally much smaller middle class, and not much in the way of financial prowess, making it difficult to raise money and ramp up production for the war. Much of the South’s economic assets were tied up in land, which was not liquid and could not contribute in the short term to productive capacity, and in slaves, which were vulnerable to escape and seizure by Union forces. On the eve of the Civil War, the South boasted 30 percent of total U.S. assets but possessed just 12 percent of the circulating currency and only 21 percent of the nation’s banking assets.

The entire South had less manufacturing capacity than did New York City. The South lacked facilities for forging steel and was unable to construct machine tools, major liabilities in the age of machine war. In 1860, Northern states produced 93 percent of the nation’s pig iron and manufactured 97 percent of its firearms.

The South possessed abundant natural resources, including substantial iron and coal deposits and vast amounts of timber, but facilities to transport the raw materials to manufacturing sites were inadequate. In 1861, the North had 21,827 miles of railroad, while the South had only 8,947 miles. And with the South unable to manufacture or secure rails or steam locomotives in any number, its railroads deteriorated throughout the conflict. The inability of the South to transport men, supplies, and foodstuffs easily by rail would prove costly.

The Southern economy was overwhelmingly agricultural. Cotton was the chief staple. As the world’s leading producer of raw cotton, the South sold to the North and exported cotton abroad to Britain, France, and other nations, then purchased the manufactured goods it needed. The attempt by Southerners at the beginning of the war to withhold cotton from the market in order to use it as a bargaining tool to secure European recognition of the Confederacy failed. This action had unfortunate consequences for the South in that the decision to withhold the cotton crop from export denied the South access to such important European-manufactured goods as machine tools, steam locomotives, and arms at the beginning of the war when the Union naval blockade was yet porous.

Even in agriculture, Northern production exceeded that of the South. The North grew many more bushels of wheat, corn, and oats and sent to market more animals than did farmers in the South. However, the Southern states nevertheless raised two times more foodstuffs per capita than the Northern states. Just prior to the war, the South possessed half the horses and milk cows in the country, along with two-thirds of the mules, oxen, meat cattle, and swine. These animals not only provided foodstuffs for the South but also provided hides for tanning and making leather.

In 1861, the North had five facilities capable of producing heavy guns, while the South but one. Prewar shipbuilding was centered in the North, and the South lacked modern shipbuilding facilities. During the war, the North was able to build large numbers of technologically advanced ships, while Southern facilities to construct and repair ironclad vessels were limited, and skilled labor in the South was in short supply.

During the course of the war, the Confederacy of necessity began to develop an industrial base of its own. Many of the new factories were located in northern and central Alabama, but others included the enormous Augusta Powder Works in Augusta, Georgia. The Tredegar Iron Works, the South’s only major prewar facility of its kind, continued to be a vital industrial asset to the Confederacy.

Despite the relative success of its efforts at industrialization, the Confederacy faced severe limitations in that area. Some scholars believe that the Confederacy overmobilized its white population, placing too many men under arms and leaving too few to support its industry. Efforts to use slaves in place of the departed soldiers were hampered by the tendency of slaves to seek their freedom by means of escape.

In the North, the situation was much different. After an initial period of adjustment at the beginning of the war, Northern industry rose to the challenge of wartime production, turning out vast quantities of weapons and war supplies. Although the Union had to import rifles during the early stages of the war, importation of weapons became unnecessary after 1863, as Northern factories produced not only an abundance of weapons but also innovative new types of firearms, such as repeating rifles, which gave an advantage to Union units equipped with them during the final stages of the conflict. Other advances, such as the relatively new concept of interchangeable parts, spread to many industries. The Northern labor force remained ample throughout the war, despite the enlistment of some 2 million Northerners as soldiers. This was in part due to the region’s larger population and in part thanks to the continued influx of foreign immigrants, 800,000 of whom arrived during the war.

GERALD D. HOLLAND JR. AND STEVEN E. WOODWORTH
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An overseer on horseback and slaves picking cotton. The overwhelmingly agricultural South lagged far behind the North in manufacturing, largely because of slavery. It drew off financial resources, and the abundance of cheap (slave) labor reduced the need for mechanical innovation. (MPI/Stringer/Getty images)
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Infantry Tactics

Methods by which infantry units move and fight. Civil War tactics generally involve actions taken when near the enemy and usually refer to small units. Tactics may include such things as unit formations, techniques of maneuver, and methods of firing employed to gain an advantage over the enemy and to best employ one’s own assets. Tactics change in response to many factors, one of the most easily recognizable of which is technology.

Infantry tactics during the Civil War were in a state of transition, from the traditional linear style that had characterized Western warfare for more than 100 years to a more fluid style that would characterize future warfare. Linear tactics used the available technology of the time to great effect. The smoothbore musket had dominated the battlefield for centuries and produced terrific killing power at very short ranges. Such weapons were, however, difficult to load and thus fired at a slow rate of about three rounds a minute. The soldier had to be standing upright to load. The muskets also were very inaccurate, thanks to the windage between the ball and the bore. Because of the close ranges at which battles were fought, the weapons did not have sights. Also, the black powder propellant produced dense clouds of smoke that obscured vision, making it difficult to see the target.

The best way to effectively employ soldiers equipped with such weapons was to have as many soldiers as possible standing very close together. The easiest way to control them was to line the soldiers up shoulder-to-shoulder in a long line. At very short range, almost always less than 100 yards and usually less than 50 yards, even inaccurate weapons could be deadly when fired in volleys by large numbers of men. Increasing the number of lines compensated for the long loading time of the weapons. Two or three lines firing volleys successively could maintain a steady volume of fire.

To maneuver those lines effectively on the battlefield was very important, and complicated drill procedures were developed. In fact, drills and tactics were essentially synonymous during the Civil War. The key maneuver was changing from line to column and back again, although there were also intricacies involved in forming and manipulating each as well. A column was easy to move, but only the first rank of four men could fire efficiently to the front. The French during the Napoleonic Wars—on which much of Civil War tactics were based—had used columns as a means of quickly crossing ground to smash through enemy lines. A line, on the other hand, produced tremendous firepower to its front but was difficult to maneuver. For these reasons, tactics were largely a process of efficiently switching between the appropriate formations according to the task at hand.

By the time of the Civil War, the technology had changed dramatically. Although the principal infantry weapon was still the muzzle-loading musket, forcing the soldier to be upright to load quickly and still employing black powder, most Civil War infantrymen, at least after the first year of the war, were equipped with a rifled musket. It utilized the minié ball, an expanding lead cylindro-conoidal bullet. Instead of an unreliable flintlock mechanism, the rifles were fired by means of a reliable percussion cap. Misfires were dramatically reduced, which led to a tremendous increase in firepower.

These weapons provided the ease of loading of the musket and the long-range accuracy of the rifle. An average soldier could now consistently hit a man-sized target at four times the reliable range of the smoothbore. Thus, one of the major factors underlying traditional linear tactics no longer held true. Tactics would therefore have to change. Unfortunately for their men, the generals were slow to understand the battlefield implications of the new technology.

Leaders at the start of the Civil War chose from competing infantry tactical systems when they selected the tactics to teach their units. Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott, the senior officer in the Union Army, wrote a tactical manual in 1835 that was still in publication, officially recognized as appropriate doctrine, and widely used in 1861. The army published a different set of official infantry tactics in 1861 and revised and reprinted them in 1862 and 1863. However, the most popular and widely used understanding of infantry tactics, approved for use in 1855, was the system developed by Major (later Confederate lieutenant general) William J. Hardee. He updated his manual and issued it for Confederate use after he followed his home state of Georgia into secession. French practice of the day heavily influenced all three American tactical systems. The main difference among them was the perceived difference in complexity, which theoretically effected ease of training and execution. All three systems and subsequent modifications published during the war recognized the effect of the rifled musket on tactics; however, none radically changed the traditional linear formation to compensate for changed technology.

The new technology of the rifled musket had four major impacts on infantry tactics. First, frontal assaults, although they still worked in certain circumstances, were much deadlier than before. Commanders thus tried to attack the flanks of enemy units whenever possible. However, the connection between the increased lethality of the rifle and flanking tactics should not be overestimated. Because of the fewer enemies faced on the flanks and the psychological disruption caused by an attack from an unexpected direction, attacks on the enemy flanks and rears have been significant elements of tactical systems since ancient times. The rifle simply added another good reason to employ an already time-tested tactic.
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Federal soldiers of the 134th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment undergoing drill, Columbus, Kentucky, in 1864. (Library of Congress)

The second effect was that the French Revolutionary War and the Napoleonic Wars tactic of assaulting in column, still at least theoretically useful in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), was completely obsolete in the Civil War. Column formation remained in the drill manuals and was the primary formation for marching from place to place, but attacking in that formation resulted in too many casualties for it to remain a practical battle formation. Isolated instances that successfully used column formation in the attack, such as Union colonel Emory Upton’s assault on the Mule Shoe at Spotsylvania Court House on May 10, 1864, and the assault by II Corps on the same position two days later, depended on very specific conditions.

The third effect of rifled muskets on Civil War infantry tactics was to cause units to disperse. Lines of soldiers standing shoulder-to-shoulder were now much less practical because they exposed the unit to too much effective fire. Given the option, soldiers spread out and took advantage of natural cover provided by local terrain. This change to more dispersed formations did not start or end with the Civil War. Light infantry and riflemen used as skirmishers had been part of military organizations since at least the American Revolution. Skirmishers were an important part of the tactical systems in French Revolutionary War and the Napoleonic Wars as well.

The Civil War saw an increase in the use of skirmishers and what tactical manuals at the time called the dispersed order but did not witness the elimination of the traditional battle line. Battle lines remained because rifled muskets still loaded too slowly to generate sufficient firepower from dispersed formations. The concentration of weapons that was the essence of the line still was the best way to generate firepower, and lines of battle always easily overcame skirmishers when they met. Also, controlling soldiers scattered over complex terrain was too difficult for the command systems of the day. Leaders opted for positive control of their units and reliable firepower over the protection of dispersion. Thus, while there was a definite movement toward dispersing formations, the infantry line of battle remained the primary formation in the Civil War.

The final effect of the rifled musket on Civil War infantry tactics was to dramatically increase the use of field fortifications. While armies in defensive positions had always used natural or existing features for protection when they were available and often constructed barriers and obstacles to enhance their positions, the Civil War saw a vast increase in such activity. The trend toward the use of field fortifications appears to have begun informally as soldiers sought cover and dug with whatever tools they had at hand. However, by at least late 1863 and certainly by 1864, both armies habitually built extensive field fortifications whenever they remained in a place for any period of time. The skill in selecting and constructing fortifications became so great that after an army had been in position for 24 hours it was virtually impregnable, especially from frontal assault. The effects of the rifled musket on infantry tactics were mutually reinforcing. Increased use of field fortifications tended to make attackers disperse more aggressively as they sought to make flanking attacks.

By the time of the Civil War, bayonets, the long blade that could be attached at the muzzle of the rifle, were rarely used in battle. The bayonet was once a favorite subject of tacticians who called for closing with the enemy and employing “cold steel.” In the Civil War, however, it was simply not common for lines of infantry to actually close sufficiently to engage in such hand-to-hand fighting. Some battles, such as the defense of Little Round Top on the second day of fighting in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and the fighting in the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20, 1864) outside Atlanta, have become famous largely because of their unusual nature.

J. BOONE BARTHOLOMEES JR.
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Ingalls, Rufus

Birth Date: August 23, 1818

Death Date: January 15, 1893

Union officer. Rufus Ingalls was born on August 23, 1818, in Denmark, Maine, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843. After service in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), during which he was brevetted, he became an assistant quartermaster as a captain in January 1848. Ingalls began the Civil War as quartermaster at Fort Pickens, Florida, but in the late summer of 1861 he was dispatched to northern Virginia, where he served as aide-de-camp for Major General George B. McClellan with the staff rank of lieutenant colonel. Ingalls soon became assistant to the chief quartermaster for the Army of the Potomac and performed highly effective service during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Advanced to major (regulars) in January 1862, Ingalls soon became chief quartermaster of the Army of the Potomac, a post he held until war’s end.

On May 23, 1863, Ingalls was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and was brevetted brigadier general (regulars) on July 6, 1864. Working closely with Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, Ingalls set up a chain of supply depots chiefly in Virginia, including a massive facility at City Point. On March 13, 1865, he was brevetted major general (regulars and volunteer) for his excellent work. Reverting to the permanent rank of colonel after the war, Ingalls held a variety of posts in the Quartermaster Department. In 1882 he was advanced to regular brigadier general and was made quartermaster general of the U.S. Army. He retired from service on July 1, 1883, and resided in New York City, where he died on January 15, 1893.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Insignia and Equipment, Union and Confederate

Badge or distinguishing feature that identifies military rank, office, or membership in an organization. When the Civil War began, the official insignia on U.S. Army buttons depicted an eagle rampant holding arrows in one claw and an olive branch in the other claw, with a shield carrying the letter of the branch of service: A (artillery), C (cavalry), I (infantry), and R (rifles). Staff officers wore buttons that used symbols to denote branch: eagle (general staff), shield and the letters “TE” (topographical engineers), eagle and fort (engineers), crossed cannon (ordnance department), and crossed flags (signal corps).

Prescribed Confederate Army buttons used letters only, the same letters as the U.S. Army to indicate branch of service, but included an “E” for engineers. Buttons for staff and general officers displayed an eagle or the letters “CSA.” However, most Confederate soldiers wore state-specific buttons in many variations. Ironically, most of these Southern state buttons had been made in the North before the war. New York and Massachusetts were the only Northern states to supply buttons in large numbers to their volunteers during the war.

Federal branch-of-service insignia was also indicated for enlisted men by a metal device on top of or on the front of their headgear and for officers usually by an embroidered insignia on the front of their hat: crossed cannon (artillery), crossed sabers (cavalry), round cornet or hunting horn (infantry), straight horn or bugle (rifleman), wreath with the letters “U.S.” (staff officer), and eagle rampant (officer’s general service hat badge). Marines had the letter “M” inside the bugle.

Later in the war, many Northern soldiers also wore letters and/or numbers next to their headgear device to indicate their company (A, B, C, D, etc.) and regiment (e.g., 61 for 61st Volunteer New York Infantry).

When corps insignia were introduced into the Union Army in 1863, these were added to the hat as well in metal or cloth. The shape identified the corps—circle (I Corps), diamond (III Corps), cross (VI Corps), star (XX Corps), etc.—and the color indicated the division within that corps: red (first division), white (second division), blue (third division), etc. Many officers commissioned jewelers to make their corps and division insignia in enamel, bone, or various metals.

Union privates wore no rank insignia, while sleeve chevrons or stripes pointing down on the sleeve indicated the rank of corporal (two chevons) and sergeant (three chevrons). Sergeants were further identified by additional devises above the stripes: diamond for first sergeant, star for ordnance sergeant, three horizontal bars for quartermaster sergeant, and three arched bars for sergeant major. The insignia color reflected the branch of service: red for artillery, yellow for cavalry, and light blue for infantry. Marine chevrons pointed up. Officers wore a shoulder board: plain (no insignia) for a second lieutenant, one bar for a first lieutenant, two bars for a captain, silver leaf for a major, gold leaf for a lieutenant colonel, eagle for a colonel, one star for a brigadier general, two stars for a major general, and after March 1864 three stars for a lieutenant general.

Confederate rank insignia was the same as Union insignia for enlisted men and noncommissioned officers such as sergeants, but Confederate officer rank insignia was very different. Instead of a shoulder board, Confederate officer rank was indicated by insignia on the uniform collar: one bar (second lieutenant), two bars (first lieutenant), three bars (captain), one star (major), two stars (lieutenant colonel), three stars (colonel), and three stars surrounded by a wreath (general). Southern officers also had an elaborate braid on the lower sleeve of each arm, with more braid as the level of rank increased.
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Unidentified Union soldier holding a kepi with cavalry insignia, cavalry saber, and Smith & Wesson revolver (Library of Congress)

Beside his weapons, shoes, hat, and uniform, the Union soldier was also issued a variety of equipment, or accoutrements. For infantrymen, these included a leather waist belt and a shoulder belt, from which a cartridge box hung. Cartridge boxes held 40 rounds of ammunition and were made in three sizes to accommodate .58- and .69-caliber minié balls or .69-caliber round balls. A smaller pouch carried percussion caps that ignited the musket cartridges when the trigger was pulled and the hammer descended onto the cap.

On the flap of the cartridge box was an oval lead-filled plate with the letters “U.S.” that was intended as an insignia and weight to hold down the flap. The waist belt also had an oval-shaped buckle with the letters “U.S.” Shoulder belts had a metal plate bearing an eagle insignia. Confederate plates and buckles used state seals or the letters “CS” or “CSA.”

Enlisted men had a bayonet scabbard that held the bayonet and was attached to the belt by a leather loop called a “frog.” Officers and noncommissioned officers such as sergeants carried swords that they wore in scabbards suspended from their waist belts. Many of these waist belts included a narrow shoulder strap attached to help support the weight of the sword. The belts were fastened by a rectangular brass plate with the insignia of the American eagle surrounded by a wreath.
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Unidentified Confederate Army soldier, wearing a forage cap with a Palmetto insignia, identifying him as a member of a unit from South Carolina. (Library of Congress)

Cavalrymen carried their revolvers in holsters attached to their waist belt, but some still used the older-style holsters attached to the saddle. Cavalrymen also used a carbine sling, a wide leather strap attached to the carbine with a snap hook that allowed the carbine to be carried over the shoulder with the muzzle down. Carbine cartridge boxes were smaller versions of the infantryman’s box that could be worn on the carbine sling or the waist belt.

The vital canteen was an oblate-spheroid model made of two metal halves with a spout and woolen cover. It had loops for a leather or cotton sling. Union soldiers were issued a haversack, nicknamed the “bread bag,” that carried rations of food and eating utensils. Most were made of cotton painted black with an inner unpainted bag that could be removed and washed. Sutlers offered specially designed haversacks that replaced or supplemented the government-issued bags.

Two new pieces of equipment for the soldier were the rubber blanket and poncho that used vulcanized rubber to make them waterproof. The other new item was the shelter half, first distributed in the summer of 1862. Called “dog” or “pup” tents, two soldiers would join their halves together stretched between poles or rifles to provide shelter when the larger standard camp wall tents carried by wagons were unavailable.

Infantrymen and foot artillerymen were also provided with a knapsack to carry extra clothing, blankets, and personal effects. Cavalrymen and horse artillerymen carried these personal belongings in saddlebags. The knapsack was despised by most troops as extremely uncomfortable to wear because the straps constricted breathing and rubbed skin raw. Many soldiers adopted a blanket roll instead: extra vital clothing articles such as socks and shirts and a few other light articles would be folded tightly into a blanket. The blanket would then be doubled over and the ends tied together so it could be carried over one shoulder and under the opposite arm.

At the start of the war, some Confederate and state militia units had appropriate equipment and accoutrements, but initially the South was unable to supply its thousands of volunteers with any of these materials. Imports from Europe, large numbers of captured Union items, homemade substitutes, and a new small Southern industry achieved a remarkable level of success equipping large numbers of Confederate soldiers. However, the Confederacy was never able to supply its military forces as completely as did the Union.

Eventually the federal government was able to acquire so much gear that this resulted in the first military surplus in American history. Northern troops often threw away items to make marching easier. One Union officer complained that an “army half the size of ours could be supplied with what we waste.”

DANA LOMBARDY
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Invalid Corps

Military units of disabled soldiers who were capable of contributing some level of service to the war effort. Invalid units were established in both the Union and the Confederacy. In April 1863, the U.S. War Department established an Invalid Corps composed of soldiers who had been wounded in the service of their country and were determined to be incapable of returning to their regular line units. The corps consisted of two battalions. The first battalion included those men determined by medical authorities to be capable of bearing arms and performing some light duty, such as service in garrison. The second battalion consisted of those deemed too severely injured to be fit for regular service of any kind. Soldiers in the latter category were mainly tasked with serving in Union Army hospitals.

The Union Invalid Corps grew out of previous army practice. In 1862, regimental medical officers were allowed to utilize wounded and disabled soldiers as cooks, hospital attendants, and nurses. The creation of the Invalid Corps was designed to standardize this practice and to return men assigned to the first battalion to the line when they recovered to the extent that they were judged healthy. The Invalid Corps organized officers and men into companies and regiments, following established lines in the regular units. Initially, the uniforms of the Invalid Corps were light blue to designate their affiliation. This drew a great deal of criticism from soldiers assigned to the corps, however, and the uniforms were modified to conform more closely with the uniforms worn by regular soldiers.

During the course of the war, more than 60,000 soldiers served in the Union Invalid Corps, and they contributed significant service to the war effort. Some members of the first battalion were utilized in New York City in July 1863 to aid in quelling the draft riots that occurred there. In addition, many of the corps members performed valuable service as garrison forces in numerous fortifications, thus freeing other troops to take part in combat operations. On March 18, 1864, the army renamed the Invalid Corps the Veterans’ Reserve Corps. It was abolished in 1866.

The Confederacy established an Invalid Corps as well. Formed in 1864, it never reached the same level of organization as its Union counterpart. There were no companies in the Confederate Invalid Corps, and little provision was made for the permanently disabled. Likewise, corps members appear not to have possessed any distinctive uniform; instead, each soldier seems to have retained the clothing of his parent regiment. Essentially, the Confederate Invalid Corps served as a convalescent service for troops while they recovered from their wounds. When doctors determined that a man had recovered sufficiently, he was ordered back to his original unit.

JAMES MCINTYRE
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Iowa

Midwestern state encompassing 56,275 square miles. Iowa is bordered by Minnesota to the north, Wisconsin and Illinois to the east, Missouri to the south, and Nebraska to the west. In addition, Iowa’s entire eastern boundary is delineated by the Mississippi River, giving the state easy access to Minnesota to the north and the Gulf Coast to the south. With an 1860 population of 674,913 and overwhelmingly agricultural during the Civil War, Iowa was far removed from the fields of battle.

In 1803 the United States formally took possession of the land that would eventually become Iowa via the Louisiana Purchase. After that, settlers slowly began to settle the region, while the indigenous Indian tribes were forced west and south. Congress created the Iowa Territory in 1838, which at the time had a population of just 23,000 people. After Iowa achieved territorial status, its population grew enormously as settlers looked to farm its fertile lands, particularly in the eastern half of the territory where precipitation was most abundant and regular. As more Indian tribes in the western part of the territory were removed, western Iowa also gained in settler population.

In 1846 Iowa was admitted to the Union as a state; at the time, its population was around 175,000. The state’s population exploded between 1850 and 1860, growing by some 250 percent. Railroads directly linking the state with the coasts did not reach Iowa until the late 1860s, but farmers and traders made extensive use of the Mississippi River to move their products to markets in the East and South. They also pressed into service intrastate rail lines connecting places such as Clinton, Dubuque, and Davenport.

Iowa’s major material contribution to the Civil War was its large agricultural output. The state provided the Union with many tons of foodstuffs, particularly corn, oats, wheat, and livestock. Most of the industry in the state was oriented toward agriculture (processing and meatpacking plants), so few military end items were made there.

Iowa was strongly pro-Union and Republican. During the 1860 elections, Iowans voted in large numbers for Abraham Lincoln and the Republican ticket. Since the 1850s, Iowa had remained a heavily Republican state and managed to avoid the battles between proslavery advocates and antislavery advocates, which had plagued nearby states such as Kansas and Missouri. Most Iowans were decidedly antislavery and adhered to the tenets of private land ownership, free labor, and probusiness. Nevertheless, there were pockets of Copperheads (Peace Democrats) throughout Iowa, especially in the eastern and central parts of the state owing to Catholics and former Southerners who had migrated to the region as farmers. German Catholic émigrés were most prevalent along the Mississippi River, where they farmed the rich agricultural lands. Other Northern Europeans also flocked to the state beginning in the 1850s; they included the Swedish, Danish, Norwegians, and Swedes.

Approximately 76,500 Iowans served in the war, and by war’s end 13,000 had died of all causes. Although most Iowans served in the western theater, a number did serve in the East, most notably during Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Governor Samuel J. Kirkwood, a Republican who was in office for much of the war, was a staunch supporter of the Lincoln administration and did an admirable job of supplying the Union Army with recruits.
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Irish Americans

Irish Americans had a substantial impact on the outcome of the Civil War. Roughly 200,000 Irish Americans served during the Civil War in both the Union Army and the Confederate Army. By far the greater number—at least 170,000—fought for the Union. The Irish sometimes formed their own units and brigades and took part in many of the most important battles. However, the majority of Irish American soldiers were integrated with non-Irish volunteers and draftees in both the Union and Confederate militaries. Although Irish participation in the Civil War helped to assimilate the Irish into American society, the New York City Draft Riot of July 1863 became one of the few dark spots on Irish Americans during the war.

In the 1830s and 1840s, a new wave of Irish immigrants began to flood the cities of the northern United States, including New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and Chicago. Between 1820 and 1860, at least 2 million Irish came to the United States. Unlike the earlier Protestant immigrants from northern Ireland, these new immigrants, who were largely Roman Catholic, left Ireland because of overpopulation, persecution by the British, limited economic opportunities, and, from 1845–1846, a potato famine. Once in the United States, the immigrants created their own close-knit communities, generally embraced the Democratic Party, and developed an Irish American identity. The new émigrés were subjected to growing anti-immigrant, anti-Catholic, and anti-Irish sentiments beginning in the late 1840s.

The most famous Irish unit in the Union Army was the Irish Brigade, which consisted of men of the 69th, 88th, and 63rd New York Infantry Regiments as well as regiments from Massachusetts and Pennsylvania. The Irish Brigade first became nationally known during its service in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). More than 7,700 men served in this unit during the course of the war, and more than 4,000 were wounded or killed. By the summer of 1864, the Irish Brigade had been devastated by casualties and was officially disbanded. A new Irish Brigade was formed in 1865 with other New York infantry regiments but did not achieve the prominence of the first.

Another well-known Irish American Union unit was the Irish Legion, or Corcoran Legion, which consisted of the 155th, 164th, 170th, and 182nd New York Infantry Regiments. The Irish Legion participated in the Army of the Potomac’s Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) against the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia and in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

In addition to these two large Union units, smaller all-Irish regiments formed from numerous Northern states, including Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, New York, and Massachusetts. Irish immigrants also enlisted in the U.S. Navy in large numbers; they constituted some 20 percent of foreign-born sailors. Arguably, the performance of Irish soldiers and sailors in the Union Army and the Union Navy had an impact on the Northern white Protestant population and helped somewhat to lessen the intense anti-Catholic and anti-Irish sentiment that had grown dramatically in the decades leading up to the Civil War. First-generation Irish American Major General Philip H. Sheridan was easily the most prominent officer of Irish descent, but Brigadier Generals Thomas Meagher and Michael Corcoran were among a number of Irish-born general officers in the Union Army.

Even though the bravery of Irish soldiers made national headlines, the New York City Draft Riots in the summer of 1863 sullied Northern perceptions of the Irish Catholic immigrants. The federal Conscription Act of March 1863 forced all men between the ages of 20 and 35 as well as unmarried men between the ages of 35 to 45 to register for the draft. African Americans were excluded from the new act, as they were not considered citizens and were therefore ineligible. Additionally, the act allowed men to pay $300 to avoid military service. This latter provision outraged many working-class Irish, particularly in New York City. Many Irish immigrants, who were in competition with African Americans for jobs, were also angered by the January 1863 Emancipation Proclamation. The riots began after the first draft lotteries were announced on July 11, 1863. The rioting, which occurred during July 13–17, involved attacks on the dwellings of the rich but then turned into antiblack violence and resulted in widespread property damage and hundreds of lives lost. Union troops had to be rushed from the battlefront to the city to restore order.

In the South, the limited number of Irish Catholic immigrants experienced a greater measure of assimilation and equality in everyday life. Irish immigrants there helped develop infrastructure, most notably railroads. Generally, the white Protestant Southern population gladly welcomed the new arrivals and appreciated their role in the development of the region. Interracial relationships and the structure of African American slavery had a much greater importance in Southern society, and thus the Irish received much less scrutiny and were subject to less discrimination.

During the war, 8 of the 11 Confederate states had their own distinct Irish military units, but they were not nearly as pervasive as those found in the North. Prominent Irishmen in Confederate service included Major General Patrick R. Cleburne and Brigadier General Joseph Finegan as well as first-generation Irish American Brigadier General John Adams.
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Irish Bend and Fort Bisland, Louisiana, Engagements at

Start Date: April 12, 1863

End Date: April 14, 1863

Union offensive along Bayou Teche in Southern Louisiana. In the spring of 1863, Major General Nathaniel P. Banks initiated a campaign against Major General Richard Taylor’s Confederate forces in southeastern Louisiana, with the ultimate goal of eliminating Taylor’s army as a viable force in the state. Banks put together some 18,000 men from his XIX Corps at Brashear City and led them against Taylor’s 4,000 men, positioned 12 miles to the west. Banks divided his army into two wings. The first wing, under the command of Brigadier General William H. Emory, was to march directly against Taylor’s position. The second wing, under the command of Brigadier General Cuvier Grover, boarded steamers and was sent across Grand Lake to get to the rear of the Confederates.

Emory’s force made contact with Taylor’s men at Thomas Bisland’s plantation in their fortified camp known as Camp Bisland (Fort Bisland). The Confederates were drawn up on both sides of Bayou Teche, with Brigadier General Alfred Mouton commanding on the left bank and Brigadier General Henry Sibley commanding on the right bank. Emory threw his troops against Taylor’s defensive line on April 12, 1863, and for the next two days made every effort to drive the Confederates from their position. The defenders held firm, however.

On April 13 Taylor received reports of Union transports on Grand Lake, and he correctly deduced that a strong Union force was trying to get behind him. That night he abandoned his camp at Bisland and withdrew his men to Nerson’s Woods, nestled in a curve in Bayou Teche known as Irish Bend. There on April 14 the Confederates successfully repulsed an assault by Grover’s wing and prevented the Federals from cutting off their line of retreat. Taylor was then able to withdraw toward Alexandria with his army intact and still posing a threat to the Federals.

Union losses at Fort Bisland were 40 killed and 184 wounded. At Irish Bend, Grover’s Federals lost 49 killed, 274 wounded, and 30 missing. Confederate losses were not reported but were probably lower than those of the Federals.
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Irish Brigade

Union infantry brigade consisting mostly of Irish Catholics. The Irish Brigade was one of the finest Union combat units of the Civil War. Raised in the autumn of 1861 by exiled Irish nationalist leader Thomas Francis Meagher, the Irish Brigade sustained the third-highest brigade casualty rate in the Union Army. Of the 7,715 enlisted soldiers and officers, 4,000 of them were either killed or wounded in three years of active service. Initially constituted as an all–New York command (the 63rd, 69th, and 88th New York Infantry Regiments), by 1862 regiments from Massachusetts (the 29th Massachusetts Infantry, later replaced by the 28th Massachusetts Infantry) and the 116th Pennsylvania Infantry were also serving in the brigade; late in the war, two New York heavy artillery regiments served in the regiment. Most of the Irish Brigade’s service came in II Corps, Army of the Potomac.

The cornerstone unit of the Irish Brigade was the 69th New York Militia, a New York City unit that saw service at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Meagher had served at this early battle as a major, and following the reenlistment of many of its members, the regiment was redesignated the 69th New York Volunteer Infantry. Meagher briefly served as the regiment’s colonel while he raised the remainder of the brigade and created its command structure. The Irish had faced and would continue to face discrimination in the United States, especially in the North. Meagher hoped that the combat record of the Irish Brigade would not only revive Irish pride but would also deflect continued anti-Irish prejudice in the United States. Consequently, the brigade fought two wars during 1861–1865—to preserve the American union and to defeat anti-Irish, anti-immigrant attitudes.

[image: image]

Two soldiers and three priests of the Irish Brigade, the most famous Irish unit in the Union Army. The photograph was taken during the May–August 1862 Peninsula Campaign. (Library of Congress)

The Irish Brigade’s baptism of fire came during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) to capture the Confederate capital of Richmond. The brigade was praised for its valor at the Battles of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862), Savage’s Station (June 29), and Malvern Hill (July 1), and it helped cover Major General George McClellan’s withdrawal to Harrison Landing in July. At the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and again at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), the brigade enhanced its reputation for reckless bravery by its spirited charges against strong Confederate positions. At the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), the brigade covered the retreat of Major General Joseph Hooker’s shattered army, the 88th New York being one of the last Union regiments to withdraw.

Meagher, by now as shattered personally as his brigade had been decimated by attrition, resigned. The brigade was commanded successively by Colonels Patrick Kelly, Richard Byrnes, Richard Duryea, and Robert Nugent. The Irish Brigade again distinguished itself on the second day at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) in the Wheatfield and at Devil’s Den.

Reinforced during the winter of 1863–1864, the Irish Brigade continued to enhance its combat record during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania (May 8–21, 1864), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Present at the surrender of General Robert E. Lee’s army at Appomattox on April 9, 1865, the brigade took part in the Grand Review of the Army of the Potomac in Washington, D.C., on May 22, 1865, under its last commander, Colonel Robert Nugent of the 69th New York.

Many of the Irish Brigade’s surviving veterans wrote useful memoirs of the brigade, and today its memory is kept alive by perhaps the most tradition-conscious unit of the entire U.S. Army, the 69th New York National Guard. The Irish Brigade’s actions at Gettysburg and Antietam are also remembered by monuments, and Meagher himself is commemorated by fine equestrian statues in the city of his birth, Waterford, Ireland, and in Helena, Montana, where he served as the postwar territorial governor.
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Iron and Steel Manufacture

On the eve of the Civil War, the North enjoyed tremendous economic advantages. It possessed 85 percent of the prewar industrial capacity and produced 92 percent of the nation’s industrial goods. In 1860 the North produced 93 percent of the nation’s pig iron and manufactured 97 percent of its firearms.

The South possessed abundant natural resources, including substantial iron and coal deposits, but facilities to transport the raw materials to manufacturing sites were inadequate, and large metallurgical works were in short supply. The South was unable to manufacture or secure rails or steam locomotives in any number, and at the start of the war the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond was the only firm in the Confederacy capable of manufacturing the heaviest artillery pieces. Later, heavy guns were also manufactured at Selma, Alabama. The North had a half dozen such facilities.

There were major iron deposits in the South, but substantial iron resources in Tennessee were lost with the Union occupation of much of that state early in the war, and the Union came to occupy much of the rest of the South with major iron deposits except northern Alabama. Confederate iron-production capacity was so limited that the Confederate Navy was forced to rely on iron for its ironclads from militarily nonessential railroad lines, including the Richmond streetcar tracks. The navy also had to compete with the Confederate Army for the limited supply of railroad iron available. The South had no facilities for forging steel and was thus unable to construct machine tools.

It has been noted that despite wartime requirements, the Civil War did not have a huge impact on iron and steel production. The production of pig iron rose only 10 percent during 1860–1865, but that production had grown by 17 percent in 1855–1860. In the five years after the war, production would grow by 100 percent. Coal production grew apace, with that source of energy being essential for blast furnaces.

In the North during the Civil War, iron and steel manufacturing was able to supply what was needed for wartime goods while also supplying that required for private enterprises. The expanding railroad system was never in want for iron or steel, despite the demands for these products by the military. Certainly, the war abetted the Industrial Revolution. As opposed to earlier times when iron production was more for agricultural purposes, during the Civil War a shift occurred toward finished manufactured products and machinery.
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Iron Brigade of the West

Infantry brigade in the Union Army of the Potomac. The only all-western brigade in the Army of the Potomac, the Iron Brigade of the West (Black Hat Brigade) was created in Washington, D.C., in the autumn of 1861 and consisted of the 19th Indiana Infantry Regiment along with the 2nd, 6th, and 7th Wisconsin Infantry Regiments. The unit earned its name because of its tenacious fighting qualities and the staggering number of casualties it endured during the first half of the war. Brigadier General Rufus King was the brigade’s first commanding officer, and when the corps structure came into use in 1862, after a brief association with the short-lived Army of Virginia the Iron Brigade was attached to I Corps, Army of the Potomac. In May 1862 King was replaced by Brigadier General John Gibbon. Gibbon adopted the brigade’s distinctive black felt hats soon thereafter, so the outfit was also referred to as the Black Hat Brigade.

At the Battle of Groveton (August 28, 1862), the unit’s first major engagement, Gibbon’s men fought valiantly, in the process losing 751 men (about one-third of the entire brigade) as casualties. During the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), the brigade suffered 318 more casualties, representing another 25 percent loss for the unit as a whole. The brigade’s Herculean efforts during this battle led I Corps commander Major General Joseph Hooker to dub it the “Iron Brigade,” a moniker that stuck for the remainder of the war.

At the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the Iron Brigade was further punished, suffering an astounding loss of 348 men, or 42 percent casualties. Several weeks later, the 24th Michigan was attached to the brigade to replace the men who had been lost over the preceding months. This also ensured that the unit would retain its western character. The Iron Brigade saw only light action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). With the promotion of Gibbon, Brigadier Solomon Meredith took command.

The Iron Brigade suffered catastrophic losses on the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Still attached to I Corps, the unit was ordered to defend Seminary Ridge and McPherson’s Ridge. Fierce fighting ensued, and although the Iron Brigade impeded the Confederates’ advance, its losses were staggering. On that one day alone, the brigade lost 65 percent of its men (1,212 soldiers). The 19th Indiana lost 72 percent of its men, the 24th Michigan lost 80 percent, and the 2nd Wisconsin lost 77 percent.

Although the Battle of Gettysburg virtually wiped out the brigade, which now had to be reinforced with units from the East, it nevertheless kept the name “Iron Brigade” under a string of commanders. Also, the once all-volunteer force was later augmented by substitutes and draftees.
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Ironclad Board

Union naval committee charged with developing an ironclad warship construction program. It was an open secret that the Confederates had raised the scuttled U.S. Navy steam frigate Merrimack at Norfolk and were refitting it as an ironclad. In response to this information, U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles urged creation of a board to study ironclad designs, and in August 1861 Congress approved both it and an appropriation of $1.5 million for ironclad construction. Welles appointed three senior officers to the Ironclad Board. Chaired by Commodore Joseph Smith, the head of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, the Ironclad Board included Commodore Hiram Paulding and Commander Charles H. Davis.

The Navy Department placed advertisements in a number of Northern newspapers inviting proposals for the construction of “Iron-Clad Steam Vessels … for sea or river service.” Interested parties were instructed to provide both plans and a construction timetable as well as a guarantee for “proper execution of the contract.”

The Ironclad Board met for the first time on September 5, 1861. It reviewed 17 proposals and decided on light-draft ironclad ships capable of operating off the Southern coasts. Although it received proposals for ironclads from some British yards, the board chose to rely on U.S. firms alone. On September 16 the board issued its “Report on Iron Clad Vessels.” The report recommended the awarding of three contracts: the first to C. S. Bushnell and Co. of New Haven, the second to Merrick & Sons of Philadelphia, and the third to John Ericsson of New York. Their completed ships were, respectively, the Galena, New Ironsides, and Monitor.
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Ironclad Oath

Allegiance oath mandated by the U.S. Congress in the Reconstruction Act of March 23, 1867, that conditioned former Confederates’ postbellum constitutional rights, most notably the right to vote and hold political office. The inability or unwillingness to take this oath of loyalty meant that many Confederates were barred from the polls and from running for public office. The origins of the oath can be traced to congressional legislation passed in July 1862 that was designed to set guidelines for Reconstruction. That act had insisted upon a pledge of future allegiance to the United States, but because of President Abraham Lincoln’s liberal Reconstruction policies, the oath was not administered uniformly.

By 1867, however, at which time Radical Republicans in Congress had charge of Reconstruction policy, the 1862 loyalty pledge was expanded. The new oath now covered past as well as future loyalty, which automatically disqualified almost any former Confederate who had fought in the Civil War. This legislation soon became known as the Ironclad Oath. Later legislation empowered U.S. officials who were soliciting the pledges to determine for themselves if a former Confederate was able to take the oath. This, however, worked very unevenly and in many cases only made the situation worse.

In the final analysis, the Ironclad Oath barred a majority of former white Confederates from voting or holding public office. This infuriated many Southerners, who witnessed their state governments turned over to newly enfranchised African Americans and other political minority groups. Although the oath was aimed mainly at white Southerners, even some Unionists fell victim to it, as there were cases in which some Americans who had been loyal to the federal government could not prove their past loyalty.
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Ironclads, Confederate

Armored warships. The Confederacy, short of warships and lacking the potential to build any significant numbers of them, hoped to offset the Union numerical advantage at sea through a few technologically advanced ships. Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen Mallory believed that even a few ironclads could prevent a Union blockade and indeed allow the South to carry the war to the North.
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The Confederate ironclad ram Virginia nearing completion in the dry dock at the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard, early 1862. (U.S. Naval Historical Center)

On May 10, 1861, the Confederate Congress appropriated $2 million to purchase or construct one or two ironclads in Europe. Mallory also decided to try to build some ironclads at home, the first of which was the Virginia. It incorporated the hull, engines, and boilers of the U.S. steam frigate Merrimack, scuttled at the Norfolk Navy Yard. The Virginia’s most distinctive feature was its central casemate sloping upward and inward 36 degrees on each side and extending into the water. The 24-inch-thick casemate received two layers of 2-inch iron plate. Unique in Confederate ironclads, both ends of the casemate were rounded, and the ship had a submerged bow and stern. The Virginia was the first modern warship to completely do away with rigging. A 3-foot-long 1,500-pound iron ram was placed at the bow underwater.

Problems included inadequate engines, sluggish steering, and the fact that the ship rode too high in the water so that the casemate barely extended into the water. When completed, the Virginia was 263 feet long between perpendiculars and mounted 10 guns, 6 of them Brooke rifles.

The South experienced serious problems in securing both the iron and power plants for its ironclads. In 1861 only one Southern firm, the Tredegar Iron Works (J. R. Anderson and Co.) in Richmond, could roll iron plate, cast heavy guns, and manufacture complete propulsion systems. In 1863 the Confederate Navy added the Selma Foundry Works in Alabama. Nonetheless, iron production was so limited that the navy was forced to rely on iron from militarily nonessential railroad lines. Even this was not sufficient, and at least 10 ironclads had to be broken up for lack of iron plate. For the most part, Confederate ironclads were also underpowered, and their steam engines frequently broke down.

Most Confederate ironclads were of the casemated type along the lines of the Virginia. While work on the Virginia was still in progress, Mallory let contracts for five ironclads to be built from scratch: the Arkansas, Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Georgia. With the exception of the Georgia, a steam-powered floating battery to help protect Savannah, these were to be the major instrument of Mallory’s offensive policy of powerful seagoing ships to engage and defeat Union blockaders. All were laid down in October 1861.

Two of the new ironclads were built at Memphis, the Arkansas-class Arkansas and Tennessee. These two casemated ironclads had a ram bow and sloping sides. Hastily built with poor engines, they were 165 feet between perpendiculars, and each mounted 8 guns. The Arkansas suffered an engine breakdown and was scuttled in August 1862. The Tennessee was burned on the stocks at Memphis in June 1862 to prevent capture. The Mississippi and Louisiana were larger, at 260 feet and 264 feet, respectively. Both were constructed at Jefferson City, Louisiana. The Mississippi was launched in April 1862. Powered by three steam engines for triple screws and designed for 18 guns, it had not yet received its armament when it was burned following the Union capture of New Orleans the same month.

The Louisiana, launched in February 1862, had four steam engines to power two paddle wheels mounted in tandem in a central well and was designed for 22 guns. Its power plant proved insufficient against the Mississippi River current, and it was towed to Fort St. Philip below New Orleans while still incomplete to become a floating battery. It was burned to prevent capture following passage of the Union fleet upriver.

The Georgia, 250–260 feet in length, was launched in October 1862. Its battery is variously reported at 5 to 10 guns, but its engines were so inefficient that it could hardly get about, and it became simply a floating battery. Anchored off Fort Jackson in the Savannah River northeast of Savannah, it became the principal barrier to a Union approach to the city and was scuttled in the river at the end of the war.

By any measure, Mallory’s strategy of offensive operations by heavy ironclads was a failure. Excluding the Georgia, only three of the five above ironclads saw combat, and of these only the Virginia and Arkansas were operational under their own power. Successful Union operations against a number of Confederate coastal ports in late 1861 and early 1862 led Mallory to abandon his offensive naval strategy of large seagoing ironclads to break the blockade in favor of smaller shallow-draft ironclads to defend Confederate harbors and rivers. This found expression in the six-ship Richmond-class ships the Chicora, North Carolina, Palmetto State, Raleigh, Richmond, and Savannah. Laid down in early 1862, these resembled the Virginia in having a conventional hull and casemate of similar inclination and thickness but differed in having an intended armament of only four guns. Commissioning dates ranged from July 1862 to April 1864. The ships were 172.5 feet in overall length. Propelled by a single screw, they were underpowered. They had 4-inch iron plate backed by 22 inches of wood. Armament varied from 4 to 10 guns. Most of these ships were burned or sunk to prevent capture.

The next ironclads were for the most part stretched versions to carry more guns. These included the two-ship Charleston-class ships the Charleston and Virginia II. Intended for the defense of Charleston, the Charleston was commissioned in September 1863 and was 189 feet in overall length. It mounted six guns. The Charleston was burned in February 1865 to prevent capture. The Virginia II was completed in June 1864 and mounted four guns. It participated in the defense of Richmond on the James River and was blown up in April 1865 with the fall of the Confederate capital.

The two-ship Columbia-class ships the Columbia and Texas were 213 feet and 217 feet in overall length, respectively, and mounted six guns each. Commissioned in 1864, the Columbia was lost in January 1865 when it ran into a sunken wreck at Charleston. The Texas never saw active service and was seized by Union forces at Richmond in April 1865.

The Tennessee was a modified Columbia-class ship. One of the most celebrated ships of the war, it was commissioned in February 1864. It was 209 feet overall, had two screws and side-wheels and five-inch casemate armor, and mounted six rifled guns. The Confederate flagship in the Battle of Mobile Bay in August 1864, it was disabled, captured, and commissioned a Union warship.

Other later Confederate ironclads included the Nashville, a side-wheeler to take advantage of available riverboat machinery. Never commissioned, it was surrendered in May 1865. There were also twin-screw shallow-draft ironclads, patterned after the Richmond-class ships. These included the Milledgeville class of four ships and the Wilmington, but only the Milledgeville was ever launched, and none of these ironclads were ever commissioned.

Mallory also ordered a simplified standardized design for ironclads that could be built inland. Designed to have only eight-inch drafts, all except one paddle-wheeler were to be propelled by twin screws. Several were laid down in Tidewater Virginia but not completed by the time of the Confederate evacuation of that area in the spring of 1862.

The two-ship Huntsville-class ships the Huntsville and Tuscaloosa were shallow-draft ironclads. They had an overall length of 152 feet and four-inch armor, and each mounted four guns. Commissioned in 1863, their inadequate power plants forced their employment as floating batteries. Both were sunk as blockships in the Mobile River in April 1865.

Finally, of shallow-draft Confederate ironclads there was the Albemarle-class ships the Albemarle and the Neuse and another unnamed ship never commissioned. Both the Albemarle and the Neuse entered service in April 1864. They were 152 feet long twin-screw vessels that mounted two rifled guns. One of the most famous Confederate ironclads, the Albemarle attacked and routed Union blockaders below Plymouth, North Carolina, in May 1864 before being sunk by a Union spar torpedo boat that October. The Neuse was run aground off Kinston in May 1864, where it remained until sunk to prevent capture in March 1865. There was also a lengthened four-gun version of the Albemarle class, the Fredericksburg, commissioned in March 1864 as part of the James River flotilla. Some 188 feet in overall length, it mounted four guns. The Fredericksburg was blown up on April 4, 1865, with the Union capture of Richmond.

Only one ship, the Missouri, was completed of a center-wheel class of ironclads. Built at Shreveport, Louisiana, and completed in September 1863, it was 183 feet in overall length with 4.5-inch rail armor protection and was armed with four guns. It served in the Red River, but low water prevented it from leaving Shreveport, where it was surrendered in June 1865.

In 1865 the Confederacy began construction of its sole turreted monitor-type ironclad. Under construction at Columbus, Georgia, to mount two guns in a single turret, it did not see service. Construction was halted by the end of the war.

Mallory had much less success in his efforts to purchase ironclads overseas. Unsuccessful in securing them in France, Lieutenant James H. North contracted for the construction in Glasgow, Scotland, of a large seagoing ironclad ram. Identified in the yard by its hull number of No. 61 and known locally as “the Scottish Sea Monster,” it was 270 feet in length and was designed for 4.5-inch armor and a standard broadsides battery of 20 guns. Its deep draft would have prevented it from operating effectively off the Southern coasts, and it also required a 530-man crew. In any case, the British government intervened, and on completion the ship was sold to the Danish government as the Danmark.

James D. Bulloch, Mallory’s second agent in Europe, had success in arranging in England for construction of Confederate commerce raiders. Then in June 1862, Bulloch contracted with the firm of John Laird and Sons for two armored ships. More suited to Confederate requirements, these two, known thereafter as the Laird rams, were 224.5 feet in length and drew only 15 feet of water. They were to mount four rifled guns in two rotating iron turrets and have an iron ram at the bow. The ships were protected by 4.5-inch midships hull armor supported by teak. The turrets had 5.5-inch iron protection. Bulloch put out the cover story that the ships had been ordered by the Egyptian government, but U.S. agents were not fooled, and heavy pressure by Washington along with changing Southern military fortunes in the summer of 1863 led the British government to seize both ships that October. Both were purchased for the Royal Navy.

Bulloch also contracted at Bordeaux, France, for two small steam rams. Their cover names were the Cheops and Sphinx. These ships were some 172 feet in length and were to have one rifled gun in a pivot mount forward and two rifles in a stationary turret-shaped casemate aft. Each ship also had a large submerged ram. The armor belt was 3.5- to 4.75 inches backed with 16 inches of wood, while the forecastle and casemate had 4.5-inch plate. The French government intervened, and the Cheops was sold to Prussia, while the Sphinx went to the Danes. When Denmark was defeated by Prussia in war in 1864, the ship went back to its builder, and Bulloch was then able to purchase it. Commissioned CSS Stonewall in January 1865 and the only foreign-built ironclad in Confederate service, it reached Havana in May 1865, but by then the war was over. It was eventually sold to Japan, where it was that nation’s first armored warship.
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Ironclads, Union

Armored warships. Wooden ships were essential in the vast Union effort at sea, but the warships that elicited the most interest at the time and thereafter were the ironclads, specifically the monitors. It was well known in the North that the Confederates had raised the scuttled U.S. steam frigate Merrimack at Norfolk and were refitting it as an ironclad. In response, U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles urged the creation of a board to study ironclad designs, and in August 1861 Congress approved an appropriation of $1.5 million for ironclad construction.

The board decided on light-draft ironclad vessels capable of operating off the Southern coasts. Although the board received proposals for ironclads from some British yards, it chose to rely on U.S. firms alone. The board received 16 proposals and in September recommended the awarding of three contracts: the first to C. S. Bushnell and Co. of New Haven, the second to Merrick & Sons of Philadelphia, and the third to John Ericsson of New York. Their completed ships were, respectively, the Galena, New Ironsides, and Monitor.
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The Union double-turret ironclad Onondaga, part of the James River Flotilla. It boasted a powerful armament of two XV-inch Dahlgren smoothbores and two 8-inch (150-pounder) Parrott rifled guns. (Library of Congress)

The Galena was designed by Naval Constructor Samuel Pook and was 210 feet in length. Commissioned in April 1862, it mounted six guns. Equipped with a two-mast schooner rig to supplement its single-screw propeller, it had tumble-home sides protected by 3.25-inch armor formed of interlocking iron bars. The Galena disappointed as a ship type from its first combat action, when it was severely damaged during a duel with Confederate shore batteries at Drewry’s Bluff on the James River in May 1862. The ship’s armor proved to be susceptible to plunging fire and was removed in 1863, converting the ship into an unarmored screw sloop with three-mast sail rig.

The second experimental ironclad, the New Ironsides, was the least revolutionary of the three in design but, in almost every respect, the most successful. The New Ironsides was the only broadsides ironclad in the Union Navy during the war. It proved its great worth in 16 months of service off Charleston.

Launched in May 1862 and commissioned that August, the New Ironsides was 230 feet in length between perpendiculars with a shallow draft for coastal operations. To a considerable extent patterned after the French Gloire, the New Ironsides was protected for most of its length by a 4.5-inch iron belt. The most powerful Union warship of the war, it boasted an iron ram and mounted a formidable battery of 16 heavy guns.

The third Union ironclad was the Monitor. The board accepted this revolutionary design by John Ericsson only because of the perceived threat from the Virginia and because Ericsson promised to complete the work so quickly. Entirely of iron, the Monitor incorporated numerous innovations including forced-draft ventilation. The ship was 179 feet long and had a draft of only 10.5 feet, half that of CSS Virginia. The Monitor had two engines and a single screw propeller. The ship’s most visible part was its 9-foot-tall spindle-mounted turret amidships that mounted two XI-inch Dahlgren guns. The turret had eight layers of 1-inch iron plating. With only 18 inches of freeboard, the Monitor came to be called “a hat on the water” or “a cheesebox on a raft.” Ericsson ignored the contract requirement of a sail as being impractical. All the monitors were coastal vessels rather than seagoing ships and as such were unsuited for blockade duties.

In February 1862 before the Monitor-Virginia clash, Congress appropriated $10 million to build 20 additional ironclads. Relations between Washington and London were near the breaking point over the Trent Affair, and these new ships were to enhance the nation’s defense posture against Great Britain but also to enable the U.S. Navy to take the offensive against Southern ports. After the Monitor-Virginia battle, virtually the entire North succumbed to so-called Monitor Mania. Assistant Secretary of the Navy Gustavus V. Fox was a strong supporter of their construction. Of 56 ironclads laid down by the North during the war, 52 were of the Monitor or turreted type.

Three weeks after the clash between the Monitor and the Virginia, the navy contracted for 10 improved Ericsson monitors. These Passaic- and Canonicus-class ships were essentially modified Monitors. The Passaic-class ships were 200 feet long between perpendiculars and nearly twice the displacement of the Monitor. Drawing only 11.5 feet, they were designed to mount two XV-inch Dahlgrens, but several carried one XI-inch or one 8-inch Parrott rifled gun instead of the second XV-inch. The Passaic-class ships were commissioned in November 1862 and saw more service than any other Civil War monitors.

Most of the nine-ship Canonicus-class monitors, only seven of which were commissioned, were 235 feet in length and mounted two XV-inch Dahlgrens. Ericsson also designed the large single-turreted Dictator and Puritan. Commissioned in November 1864, the Dictator was 312 feet in length and was armed with two XV-inch Dahlgrens. It had 15-inch armor protection on the turret, 12-inch on the pilothouse, 6-inch on the sides, and 1.5-inches on the deck. The largest of the Ericsson monitors, the Puritan was a longer Dictator, at 340 feet, and was designed to carry two XX-inch Dahlgren smoothbores, which did not see service in the war. Launched in July 1864, the Puritan was never commissioned and was rebuilt as a new ship in 1874.

The 20 Casco-class monitors were the major Union ship design blunder of the war. Identified by their turtleback deck, they were 225 feet in length. The Casco was launched in May 1864 and commissioned that December, but most ships of the class were not delivered until after the war, the last in May 1866. Poor planning and faulty calculations gave the Casco-class ships only 3 inches of freeboard before they were fitted for turrets, which necessitated raising their decks. Some Casco-class ships served without turrets and were armed with spar torpedoes.

The Keokuk and Dunderberg were among later Union ironclads. The Keokuk had a turtleback hull that mounted a single XI-inch Dahlgren gun in each of two cylindrical fixed armored gun houses pierced for three gun ports. Its weakness lay in its armor protection of horizontal iron bars alternating with wood, the whole covered with iron plate. The Keokuk proved to be vulnerable to heavy close-range fire, sinking after its first day of battle off Charleston in 1863.

The ironclad ram Dunderberg was 337 feet 4 inches in overall length and had a casemate along the lines of CSS Virginia. Intended as a seagoing ironclad frigate ram and being brigantine rigged, it was designed for broadside fire. It had a double bottom, a collision bulkhead, and a massive solid oak ram. Although laid down late in 1862, construction was so delayed that the navy refused to accept it in 1866. France bought the ship to prevent it from being sold to Prussia. Renamed the Rochambeau, it took part in the naval blockade of Prussia in 1870.

Perhaps the most unusual turreted design of the war was the Roanoke. Cut down from the wooden screw frigate of the same name and 178 feet in overall length, it was rebuilt and recommissioned in June 1863. It had three centerline turrets, the only such vessel of the war. It also had a high freeboard and thus was not a monitor-type vessel. The Roanoke mounted six heavy guns, two in each turret. Unstable and of deep draft, the Roanoke was kept at New York to defend the port against possible Confederate attack.

The Union also converted and built from scratch a number of ships for the western theater. Although the first three of the conversions were not ironclads, other converted river ships received iron protection. These included the Benton, a former catamaran snag boat (designed to pull debris from the river) and the most powerful of the early river ironclads. Commissioned in February 1862, it mounted 16 guns. The Essex, a converted merchant river ferry of 355 tons, was at first a timberclad, but in early 1862 it received 3-inch ironclad casemate protection. It mounted 5 guns.

The army also ordered the construction of purpose-built ironclad warships for western river service. The first of these were the highly effective Cairo- or City-class ships, named for towns on the western waters. The name ship of the class, the Cairo, was sunk by a mine in the Yazoo River in December 1862. The other ships were the Carondelet, Cincinnati, Louisville, Mound City, Pittsburg, and St. Louis. The Cairo-class ships were often referred to as “Pook Turtles” for Naval Constructor Samuel Pook and for their rectangular casemates and sloped sides that gave them a turtle-like appearance. Although underpowered, these river ironclads were heavily armed, but they mounted fewer than the 20 guns each as originally planned (probably the consequence of the weight of their iron plating). In January 1862 each mounted 13 guns. Three of the guns fired forward. Each gunboat was protected with 2.5 inches of armor on the casemate and 1.25 inches on the conical pilothouse forward.

James Eads also designed highly effective monitors for western service. In early 1862 he secured a government contract to design and build three single-turreted monitors. The first two to enter service were the Neosho-class ships (the Neosho in May and the Osage in July 1863). They were unique in being propelled by stern wheels, which would not allow full 360-degree fire for their two turret-mounted XI-inch Dahlgren guns. Commissioned in February 1864, the Ozark combined a single turret mounting two XI-inch Dahlgrens and a casemate with one X-inch and three IX-inch Dahlgrens.

Eads then secured a contract to build four double-turreted river monitors, known as the Milwaukee class of the Chickasaw, Kickapoo, Milwaukee, and Winnebago. They had one turret designed by Eads and the other by Ericsson. The forward-mounted Eads turret was a sophisticated design that turned on a ball-bearing race. The turret employed steam power for moving and elevating the guns and operating the gun port shutters and an elevator that moved the guns down to a lower deck for reloading. Laid down in 1862, the four monitors were commissioned in the spring and summer of 1864. They had eight-inch turret armor and were each armed with four XI-inch Dahlgrens.

The U.S. Navy retained its monitors into the 20th century. Unfortunately, the Civil War monitor craze inhibited the construction for the U.S. Navy of true seagoing ironclads. Until the 1880s, the U.S. Navy had no real seagoing armored vessels that could fight other ironclad ships.
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Irwinville, Georgia

Small town in south-central Georgia where Union troops captured Confederate president Jefferson Davis on May 10, 1865. Irwinville is located approximately 100 miles due south of Macon and 80 miles north of the Florida border. By May 1865, the Civil War had virtually ended. Confederate general Robert E. Lee had surrendered on April 9 at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, and on April 26 General Joseph E. Johnston surrendered his Confederate army to Major General William T. Sherman at Durham Station, North Carolina. On May 4, Lieutenant General Richard Taylor surrendered Confederate forces in Alabama. Taylor’s was the last major Confederate force east of the Mississippi. There were still skirmishes in the West, but the majority of Confederate troops had given up the fight.

Davis was fleeing west through middle Georgia on his way to Alabama, where he hoped to combine Taylor’s army with General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s cavalry. Davis hoped to lead that force west across the Mississippi and continue resistance. He did not know, however, that Taylor had surrendered and that Forrest had already disbanded his cavalry.

On May 9, 1865, Davis, his wife and children, and several aides and cabinet members rested outside Irwinville. After midnight on May 10, Union lieutenant colonel Benjamin D. Pritchard led 150 troopers of the 4th Michigan Cavalry into Irwinville, where residents told him where the Confederates were encamped. Less than a mile away, men of the 1st Wisconsin Cavalry also learned where the Confederates were located and moved to capture them.

Davis’s servant woke to the sound of gunfire in the predawn hours, as the two Union units had collided and opened fire on each other. Despite this, Pritchard and his men entered the Confederate camp before anyone could resist. The only shots fired were between the Union cavalrymen themselves. Davis awakened to find Union troopers securing the camp. Unable to reach his horse, he attempted to escape on foot but was quickly apprehended and returned to camp. Davis was subsequently imprisoned at Fort Monroe, Virginia, for two years.
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Isherwood, Benjamin Franklin

Birth Date: October 6, 1822

Death Date: June 19, 1915

Union naval officer. Benjamin Franklin Isherwood was born in New York City on October 6, 1822. He attended the Albany Academy, a preparatory school that emphasized the sciences, but was expelled in 1836 for misconduct and worked as a draftsman in the mechanical department of the Utica & Schenectady Railroad for two years, then spent many months in the field observing road and bridge construction. He then worked on the construction of the Croton Aqueduct, was employed by the Erie Railroad, and designed a new lighthouse lens for the U.S. Treasury Department.

When an engineering corps was established in the U.S. Navy in 1842, Isherwood was interested. To acquire the necessary experience on marine engines, he spent a short time employed at the Novelty Iron Works in New York. Receiving appointment as a first assistant engineer on May 23, 1844, he was assigned to the Pensacola Navy Yard. He served in ships during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). After several years stationed in Washington, D.C., and Europe, he became a commissioned officer with the rank of chief engineer on August 13, 1849.
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U.S. Navy engineer-in-chief Benjamin Isherwood played an important role in the Civil War in the design of steam engines and machinery for Union warships. (Library of Congress)

Throughout the 1850s, Isherwood studied the performance of steam engines in U.S. and foreign ships. He published his analyses in books and journals and became a prolific writer on the subject. He supervised the construction of a lighthouse in Massachusetts, designed a new engine for the paddle sloop Allegheny, devised a new type of paddlewheel, served in the Far East, and designed engines for Russian gunboats.

Isherwood became the engineer in chief of the U.S. Navy on March 26, 1861. Within only a few weeks, he was ordered to repair the engines of the screw frigate Merrimack at the Norfolk Navy Yard so that the ship could be evacuated if the yard was seized by the Confederates. Isherwood had the ship repaired in record time, but the yard’s commanding officer refused to allow it to depart. The Merrimack was ultimately scuttled, only to be raised by the Confederates and become CSS Virginia.

Isherwood’s challenge in the Civil War was to design steam engines to support the blockade and operate on the western rivers. In addition to engines for gunboats, Isherwood designed and directed the construction of the machinery for 46 paddlewheel ships and 79 screw steamers. His engines were sufficiently strong to withstand the stress of wartime use by inexperienced personnel. Perhaps Isherwood’s most famous design was the Wampanoag-class screw cruisers, considered the fastest in the world at the time with speeds of up to 17.75 knots.

Isherwood became the first chief of the new Bureau of Steam Engineering in 1863. During his tenure, he also changed the navy’s usual procurement process. With civilian contractors often unreliable, he had purchased tools for the navy to build its own engines. Despite his accomplishments in the bureau, Isherwood had his critics, some undoubtedly politically motivated. After serving for eight years, Isherwood was removed from office. During his last active-duty years, he conducted propeller experiments, served on engineering boards, and studied foreign navies. He retired as chief engineer on October 6, 1884. In 1906 he was promoted to the rank of rear admiral on the retired list. Isherwood continued his professional writing until his death in New York City on June 19, 1915.
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Island No. 10, Battle of

Event Date: April 7, 1862

Union attack on a key Confederate fort on the upper Mississippi River. Following the Union victories at Forts Henry and Donelson in February 1862, commander of the Union Department of the Missouri Major General Henry W. Halleck authorized an operation down the Mississippi River, its immediate goal being to secure New Madrid, Missouri, and nearby Island No. 10.

Island No. 10 no longer exists and is now a part of the Missouri shore. In 1862 it was about a mile long and a quarter-mile wide and lay at a long inverted “S” bend in the river about 40 miles below Columbus, Kentucky. Surrounded by cypress-entangled swamps, Reelfoot Lake, and the great river itself, the island was not easily accessible to land forces. Its Confederate defenders were dependent for communications and resupply on the river and a single road on the Tennessee side through Tiptonville. If Union troops could sever these, the garrison would be trapped.

When on March 3 the Confederates evacuated Columbus, Major General Leonidas Polk ordered Brigadier General John P. McCown’s division south to join 1,500 troops already in garrison at Island No. 10. At the same time Polk ordered Commander George N. Hollins to move his five gunboats there. Utilizing heavy guns from Columbus, the Confederates created a formidable defensive position. The outer works consisted of field batteries along the riverbanks commanding the channel for 10–12 miles north. The island itself held 19 guns and the land bluffs 43, with batteries arranged to deliver concentrated fire. The Confederates also had a floating battery with 9 heavy guns.

At Island No. 10, the Mississippi made a sharp bend and then ran to the northwest. The town of New Madrid, Missouri, actually farther north than Island No. 10, was six miles downriver. At New Madrid, the river resumed a southerly direction. In order to prevent the island from being attacked by land forces from the Missouri side, the Confederates fortified New Madrid with two earthen forts and a total of 21 guns. They also fortified the Tennessee side of the river. McCown, who took charge of the Madrid Bend area on February 26, commanded 7,500 men.

In order to take Island No. 10, Union forces would first have to capture New Madrid and cut the fort off from communications downriver. Halleck assigned this task to Brigadier General John Pope’s new Army of the Mississippi of 18,000 men. Pope marched 50 miles overland and brought New Madrid under siege on March 3. On March 12 Union siege guns arrived, and the next day gunners opened a heavy bombardment. Panicking, McCown abandoned New Madrid. The evacuation on the night of March 13 was poorly executed, and much equipment was simply abandoned. A heavy thunderstorm masked the withdrawal, however. Union troops did not realize what had happened until the morning. This 15-day campaign had seen few casualties—only about 50 killed and wounded on each side—but Island No. 10 was now cut off from most river communications and means of resupply.

McCown’s superior, General P. G. T. Beauregard, hoped that Island No. 10’s defenders would at least buy time to strengthen Fort Pillow and enable General Albert S. Johnston to attack Union major general Ulysses S. Grant at Pittsburg Landing. Beauregard now ordered the Madrid Bend garrison south to Pillow and informed McCown that he would not be reinforced.
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Illustration showing the Union ironclad Carondelet running the gauntlet of Confederate artillery fire at Island No. 10 during the night of April 4–5, 1862. (Library of Congress)

Union flotilla commander Flag Officer Andrew Foote had delayed moving to Island No. 10 in order to prepare his ironclads, and he was apprehensive about fighting downstream because of the strong river current and the fact that any disabled boat would drift downriver under the Confederate guns. Foote finally set out on March 14 from Cairo, Illinois, with 7 gunboats, 10 mortar boats, and an assortment of other craft. At Columbus the flotilla met 1,200 Union troops in transports and convoyed them south. The flotilla reached the vicinity of Island No. 10 on the morning of March 15.

On March 16, Foote positioned his mortar boats with their 13-inch mortars along the shore in the hope that their fire would reduce the Confederate positions before he ran his gunboats to New Madrid. Shelling began that afternoon, but it was inaccurate and had little effect beyond driving some of the defenders from their positions. The next morning Foote attempted a long-range attack on the Confederate defenses with his ironclads, but its net effect was one gun dismounted and 1 man killed and 7 wounded. The flotilla took some hits in return, but the most costly blow was self-inflicted; an old army rifled 42-pounder burst on one of the gunboats, killing and wounding 15 officers and men. Foote now settled in for a long siege, shelling the defenses around the clock from long range. However, the small dispersed forts were difficult targets.

Meanwhile, on the other side of Island No. 10, Union troops moved a 24-pounder upriver along the shore, and on the morning of March 18 they opened fire on Confederate steamers unloading supplies across the river at Tiptonville, damaging several Confederate vessels. Hollins, unwilling to risk his vulnerable wooden ships to the heavy Union guns, withdrew below Tiptonville, taking with him much of the garrison’s provisions. His squadron was no longer a factor in the battle.

Although General Pope now held New Madrid, swamps prevented him from reaching the vicinity of Island No. 10 on the Missouri side. And with no transports, he had no means of crossing to the Tennessee side to attack the Confederate rear. On March 18 Foote rejected Pope’s request that he send gunboats past Island No. 10. In a meeting of gunboat captains on March 20, all but one declared themselves opposed to such an attempt.

By March 24, there was stalemate and little action except daily shelling by the Union mortars, which had little effect. Occasionally the gunboats would join in. On March 25 the monotony of the siege was broken by the ascent of the Eagle, a Union balloon, the only use of balloon observation in the West during the war.

Meanwhile, on March 23 work had begun on one of the more innovative engineering achievements of the war. Over a three-week period, hundreds of Union soldiers and sailors, supported by four shallow-draft steamers and six coal barges, used a variety of tools and 2 million feet of lumber to cut a canal 50 feet wide and 12 miles long from the bend of the Mississippi near Island No. 8 across the swampy peninsula to near New Madrid. Three-fourths of a mile went through solid earth, and 6 miles ran through timber that had to be cut off and dragged out from underwater. Although not deep enough for Foote’s gunboats, the canal could take light steamers, tugs, and transports. McCown, convinced that the project would fail, did nothing to impede the Union work.

Beauregard now replaced McCown with Brigadier General William W. Mackall, who took up his command on March 31. Mackall reported that his troops were both “disheartened” and “apathetic.” He said that when the river dropped, there would be little he could do; there were simply too many places for Union troops to cross.

Pope was determined to get across the Mississippi. He had some steamers available, but he informed Foote that he would have to have at least one gunboat to control the opposite bank. On March 30, Foote authorized Commander Henry Walke of the Carondelet to make an attempt to run past Island No. 10. Meanwhile, on the night of April 1 sailors landed 50 soldiers, who took out one of the Confederate shore batteries without loss. Then on April 4, Foote’s ironclads and mortar boats shelled the floating battery, disabling it and causing it to drift downriver.

A storm on the night of April 4–5 enabled the Carondelet to run past Island No. 10 to New Madrid. Early on April 7, another heavy thunderstorm provided cover for the Pittsburg as it too ran the gauntlet unscathed. That same day the two Union ironclads shelled and neutralized Confederate batteries opposite Point Pleasant and then covered Pope’s steamers as they ferried troops across the Mississippi. The Union troops then worked their way inland and secured the Tiptonville Road. Island No. 10 was cut off.

Mackall, caught in a trap with a Union army-navy assault imminent and large numbers of his men deserting, now ordered a withdrawal. On the evening of April 7, Captain W. Y. C. Humes, commanding Island No. 10, sent officers to Foote asking for terms. Foote demanded unconditional surrender, which Humes accepted early on April 8. Only about 1,000 Confederates, principally from the upper batteries on the Tennessee side of the river, managed to escape, most of them through the swamps.

The loss of Island No. 10 was more grievous for the South than the carnage of the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Union forces took 4,500 prisoners, 5,000 small arms, and 109 cannon and mortars and also secured four steamers and the floating battery as well as quantities of ammunition, supplies, and provisions. And it was a cheap victory in terms of Union casualties: only 7 killed, 14 wounded, and 4 missing, more than half to accidental causes. Fort Pillow was the next Union objective.
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Italian Americans

In 1850 the federal census indicated a population of about 4,000 Italian Americans living in the United States, most of them located in the Northeast from Baltimore to Boston. Over the next decade, that number increased to some 11,000. About 2,500 of that total resided in New York City by 1860. Unlike the wave of Italian immigrants who would flock to the United States by the millions between 1880 and 1920, many of these Italian Americans hailed from northern Italy, and a number of them had been involved with Italian patriot Giuseppe Garibaldi’s efforts to free the Italian peninsula of foreign control.

These early Italian American immigrants also tended to be better educated and wealthier than the immigrants who would succeed them. Some had already formed their own schools and newspapers in their adopted country. Like many other newly arrived immigrants at the time, Italian Americans faced rabid nativism among some Americans, substandard housing, poor schools, and low incomes.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Garibaldi offered his services to the Union cause, which prompted President Abraham Lincoln to offer him a commission as a major general in July 1861. In September, Garibaldi responded to the offer politely, explaining that he would agree to the appointment but only if he was made commander in chief of Union forces. Early the next year Garibaldi seemed ready to accept Lincoln’s offer, even if it meant not becoming overall commander, but he pressed the Lincoln administration to officially declare the war to be one of the emancipation of slaves, which the U.S. government was not yet prepared to do. In any event, Garibaldi, who was already 55 years old at the time, did not serve, but the federal government did recruit a number of his former officers.

In 1861 the 39th New York Infantry Regiment, known as the Garibaldi Guard, was mustered into federal service; the lieutenant colonel of the outfit was Alessandro Repetti, a Garibaldi disciple from Genoa. Despite the regiment’s sobriquet, Italians made up only about one full company, with Spanish, French, Swiss, Hungarian, and German émigrés filling out the unit. All soldiers donned distinctive red shirts, which were a throwback to Garibaldi’s struggles in Italy.

One Italian American, Count Luigi Palma di Cesnola, a Garibaldi follower from the Turin area, earned the Medal of Honor for his actions during and after the Battle of Aldie (June 17, 1863) in Virginia, where he was wounded and taken prisoner. Palma di Cesnola, who was colonel of the 4th New York Cavalry Regiment, was the first Italian ever to win the Medal of Honor. He was later brevetted brigadier general. In the early months of the war, Palma di Cesnola operated a private military academy in New York City, training almost 800 officers there, many of them Italian Americans.

Other Italian American officers of note were Luigi Tinelli, Francesco Spinola, Eduard Ferrero, and Enrico Fardella. The latter three all eventually served as brigadier generals. There were only a handful of Italian Americans who served in the Confederate Army, chiefly because most Italian Americans who had come to America had settled in the North. Also, many Italians viewed the Union war effort as an extension of Garibaldi’s efforts in Italy, where the emphasis was on republicanism and ridding Italy of the old order that had cultivated elitism and the oppression of the underclass. In all, more than 100 Italian Americans were officers in the Union Army, and nearly 1,000 others served as enlisted men. The Civil War gave Italian Americans a fine opportunity to demonstrate their patriotism for their adopted land and permitted them to display their martial talents.
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Iuka, Battle of

Start Date: September 19, 1862

End Date: September 20, 1862

Small western theater engagement. In mid-September 1862, U.S. major general Ulysses S. Grant, commanding the 45,000-man Army of the Tennessee, had his assets stretched out over a considerable territory, although his chief forces were with him at Corinth, Mississippi. Grant now found his lines of communication threatened by Confederate major general Sterling Price and his Army of the West of 15,000 men, which had driven the Union garrison of 2,000 men from Iuka, Mississippi, on September 14 and occupied that Union supply depot, securing substantial stocks of supplies, which the retreating Union troops had failed to destroy.

After occupying Iuka, Price awaited the arrival of Major General Earl Van Dorn’s Army of West Tennessee (7,000 men). The Confederate generals hoped to occupy Grant and prevent him from joining his own forces with those of Major General Don Carlos Buell against Confederate general Braxton Bragg to the east.

Grant, rather than waiting to be attacked, moved against Price. The Union commander planned a double envelopment, with Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans and his Army of the Mississippi to approach Iuka from the southwest, while three divisions of Grant’s own army under Major General Edward O. C. Ord were to attack out of the northwest against the Confederate front. Grant’s plan went awry when Rosecrans took the wrong route and failed to cut the Confederate line of retreat.

Grant had ordered Ord to wait until he heard the sounds of Rosecrans in battle south of Iuka before driving from the north, but an anomaly known as an acoustic shadow in the form of wind blowing from the northwest prevented Ord and Grant from hearing the sounds of the battle. Rosecrans and his advance units of some 4,500 men were forced to fight Price alone. Rosecrans was successful, and Price withdrew from Iuka along the Fulton Road, which the Union forces had failed to block, in order to rendezvous with Van Dorn. Although the Union forces had retaken Iuka and captured 1,629 stands of arms, substantial ammunition stocks, and considerable stores, Rosecrans had failed to prevent Price and Van Dorn from joining forces. Together the two Confederate generals would attempt to defeat the Union forces at the critical railroad junction of Corinth, in the second battle for that place on October 3–4, 1862.

Grant was critical of Rosecrans for failing to mount an aggressive pursuit of Price, and the Battle of Iuka marked the beginning of a falling out between the two men. Union casualties in the Battle of Iuka totaled 782 (144 killed, 598 wounded, and 40 captured or missing). The Confederates lost 1,516 (263 killed, 692 wounded, and 561 captured or missing).
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Iverson, Alfred, Jr.

Birth Date: February 14, 1829

Death Date: March 31, 1911

Confederate officer. Alfred Iverson Jr. was born in Clinton, Georgia, on February 14, 1829. His father was a Georgia state senator at the time and in 1854 became one of the state’s U.S. senators. Iverson dropped out of military school in Alabama to serve in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a second lieutenant in a Georgia regiment of volunteers equipped by his father. He then pursued both legal and railroad employment before securing a commission as a lieutenant in the new 1st U.S. Cavalry in March 1855. His postings included Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, and Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. Iverson resigned from the U.S. Army on March 21, 1861, to join the Confederate Army as a captain.

In the summer of 1861, Iverson raised the 20th North Carolina Infantry Regiment and led it capably as its colonel in the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862), where he was wounded. He also fought at the Battles of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and Antietam (September 17, 1862). He was promoted to brigadier general on November 1, 1862. His North Carolina brigade performed effectively in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).

As part of Major General Robert E. Rodes’s division in the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), Iverson’s brigade marched into Pennsylvania. It arrived on the battlefield at Gettysburg on July 1, seizing Oak Hill before launching a southward attack against what Iverson presumed was the Union right flank. Iverson had failed to reconnoiter, however, and his brigade, minus its commander, marched directly into a Union ambush that almost annihilated his entire unit.

Disgraced and deeply disturbed by the turn of events, Iverson was transferred to Georgia, where he spent time organizing state troops. Receiving command of a cavalry brigade in February 1864, he performed well during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), defeating a larger Union force and capturing Union major general George Stoneman and hundreds of Union horsemen on July 31 during Stoneman and McCook’s Raid (July 26–31, 1864). Iverson commanded his brigade and then a cavalry division in opposition to Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865).

After the war, Iverson eventually moved to Florida and became a successful orange grower. Later returning to his native Georgia, Iverson died in Atlanta on March 31, 1911.

RICHARD A. SAUERS

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Atlanta Campaign; Chancellorsville, Battle of; Gaines’ Mill, Battle of; Gettysburg, Battle of; Rodes, Robert Emmett; South Mountain, Battle of; Stoneman, George, Jr.

Further Reading

Bauer, Daniel. “The Most Conspicuous Failure: The Slaughter of the North Carolina Brigade on Gettysburg’s First Day.” Civil War 17 (April 1989): 7–14.

Cooksey, Paul C. “They Died as If on Dress Parade: The Annihilation of Iverson’s Brigade at Gettysburg and the Battle of Oak Ridge.” Gettysburg Magazine 20 (January 1999): 89–112.

Davis, William C. The Generals of the Civil War. Surrey, UK: CLB, 1999.

_______________________

Iverson, Alfred, Sr.

Birth Date: December 3, 1798

Death Date: March 4, 1873

Georgia lawyer and politician. Alfred Iverson Sr. was born on December 3, 1798, in Liberty County, Georgia. He graduated from the College of New Jersey (Princeton University) in 1820, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1822. That same year he began a law practice in Clinton, Georgia, before serving in the Georgia House of Representatives as a Democrat from 1827 to 1830.

In 1830 Iverson relocated to Columbus, Georgia, where he practiced law. He served as a state superior court judge (1835–1837) and sat in the Georgia Senate (1843–1844). From 1847 to 1849, he served a term in the U.S. House of Representatives and again served as a Georgia superior court judge from 1850 to 1854. Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1854, Iverson served from 1855 until 1861.

By the late 1840s, Iverson had become an ardent proponent of states’ rights, a stance that became more and more extreme as time went on. He supported both the annexation of Texas in 1846 and the territorial gains won during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), believing that slavery should be extended into those areas. He also came to believe that slavery and the very survival of the South’s culture and economy were threatened by abolitionists and aggressive Northern policies. As a so-called Fire-Eater, when Iverson reached the Senate in 1855, he consistently advocated proslavery policies, and by the end of the decade he had come to the conclusion that Southern secession was virtually inevitable. In early 1859 he delivered a speech that proposed secession as the only course of action to counter Northern aggression. In July of that year he went even further, suggesting in a well-publicized speech that slavery was an “uplifting” institution that deserved to be defended by force of arms if necessary.

In 1860 Iverson campaigned feverishly against Democrat Stephen Douglas’s presidential bid, which helped to split the Democratic Party and aided Republican Abraham Lincoln’s election in November 1860. On January 28, 1861, Iverson resigned his Senate seat and played no role in Confederate politics. He resumed his law practice in Columbus until moving in 1868 to Macon, Georgia, where he bought a plantation. Iverson died in Macon on March 4, 1873. His son, Alfred Iverson Jr., was a Confederate brigadier general during the Civil War.
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Ivy Mountain, Battle of

Event Date: November 8, 1861

Small battle fought in southeastern Kentucky. The engagement at Ivy Mountain was sparked by the presence in southeastern Kentucky of Confederate colonel John S. Williams, who was in the area on a recruiting effort. Williams had gathered some 1,000 largely untrained volunteers. Seeing that his ammunition supply was low, he fell back from Prestonsburg to Pikeville to resupply.

Aware of the presence of Williams and hoping to trap him and his men, Union brigadier general William Nelson at Prestonsburg dispatched Colonel Joshua Sill south from Louisa (north-northwest of Prestonsburg) along with the 23rd Ohio Regiment, a light battalion under Major John S. Hurt, and some artillery. Sill departed Louisa on November 7. At dawn the next morning, Nelson left with a larger force of four regiments—the 2nd, 21st, and 59th Ohio and the 16th Kentucky—and two sections of artillery. Nelson’s force moved directly for Pikeville on the open state road (today U.S. Route 23).

Hoping to gain enough time to retreat back into Virginia, Williams ordered Captain Andrew Jackson May forward to fight a delaying action against Nelson near Pikeville. The Battle of Ivy Mountain occurred northeast of Pikeville between Ivy Mountain and Ivy Creek, with the Confederates catching the advancing Federals by surprise. The engagement involved some 300 Confederates from the 5th Kentucky Infantry and the 1st Battalion of Kentucky Mounted Rifles, under May, against Nelson’s four regiments. The battle involved only small arms fire (because the road in the area was so narrow, Nelson was unable to deploy his artillery) and lasted about 80 minutes.

With a lull in the firing, Williams’s men beat a hasty retreat, felling trees in the road and burning bridges behind them to keep the Federals at bay. The Union force marched approximately four more miles before encamping for the night not far from Pikeville. Darkness and heavy rain allowed Williams sufficient time and cover to escape, cross the state line, and gain Abingdon, Virginia.

The following day Colonel Sill arrived at Pikeville, too late to cut off the Confederate retreat, and engaged in a brief skirmish with a few remaining Confederates there before occupying the town. Williams’s withdrawal allowed Union forces to consolidate their hold on eastern Kentucky and also opened the road that led to Wytheville, Virginia, where a major Confederate depot was located along the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad. Union losses in the fighting numbered 6 dead and 24 wounded. Confederate losses were 10 killed, 15 wounded, and 40 missing.
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Jackson, Alfred Eugene

Birth Date: January 11, 1807

Death Date: October 30, 1889

Confederate officer. Alfred Eugene Jackson was born on January 11, 1807, in Davidson County, Tennessee. He attended Washington College (Washington and Lee University) in Virginia and Greenville College (Illinois) before taking up farming in eastern Tennessee. He also built a successful shipping and mercantile establishment.

Jackson entered the Confederate Army in the spring of 1861 and was commissioned a major. He first served as a quartermaster and then a paymaster in eastern Tennessee. He was first appointed brigadier general on October 29, 1862, but the promotion never became official and lapsed. He was again promoted to brigadier general on April 22, 1863, to date from February 9, and was given charge of a mixed brigade of cavalry and infantry, the composition of which changed quite frequently. At one point, his command included a company of Cherokees. Operating chiefly in eastern Tennessee, southwestern Virginia, and Kentucky, Jackson’s men waged war against bushwhackers, chased down deserters, and launched raids against Union forces in the region. Jackson’s brigade managed to capture an entire Ohio infantry regiment at Telford’s Station, Tennessee, in September 1863.

Present for the Battle of Blue Springs (October 10, 1863), Jackson’s makeshift brigade also fought Union troops along the East Tennessee & Virginia Railroad in the late autumn of 1863. An inspection report of Jackson’s command, written in May 1864, indicated a brigade in shambles. The ever-critical General Braxton Bragg recommended that Jackson be relieved of command and reassigned. Jackson was present at the First Battle of Saltville (October 2, 1864) in Virginia and served as a staff officer for Major General John C. Breckinridge during the closing stages of the war. It has been suggested that by then Jackson was in poor health.

Postbellum, Jackson lost both his business and his property. Virtually penniless, he became a tenant farmer in Virginia before a special presidential pardon restored some of his lost property. Jackson died on October 30, 1889, in Jonesboro (now Jonesborough), Tennessee.
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Jackson, Battle of

Event Date: May 14, 1863

Important Union victory during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4). On May 12, 1863, Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s Army of the Tennessee was proceeding north in three columns to cut the Southern Railroad between the city of Vicksburg on the Mississippi River and the state capital of Jackson to the east when its rightmost corps under Major General James B. McPherson came under attack near Raymond, 20 miles southwest of Jackson, by a Confederate brigade under Brigadier General John Gregg. Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton at Vicksburg, commanding the Confederate Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana from Vicksburg, had ordered Gregg to hit Grant in the flank. Believing that they were facing only a Union raiding force, Gregg’s men ran into the head of McPherson’s XVII Corps and were defeated. Gregg then withdrew, arriving back in Jackson on May 13.

[image: image]

The charge of the Union 17th Iowa, 80th Ohio, and 10th Missouri regiments in the Battle of Jackson, Mississippi, May 14, 1863. (Library of Congress)

With his own army now between Vicksburg and Jackson, Grant sent two of his corps, those under McPherson and Major General William T. Sherman, east to take the key transportation center of Jackson in order to isolate Vicksburg from resupply from that direction. On May 9 President Jefferson Davis had ordered General Joseph E. Johnston to take command of all Confederate forces in Mississippi and halt Grant. Johnston arrived in Jackson on the evening of May 13.

Johnston found just 6,000 defenders at Jackson, including Gregg’s bloodied brigade. Five thousand more Confederates were en route there, but Johnston, informed of the Union advance, telegraphed Richmond that he was “too late” and ordered the reinforcement to halt and the evacuation of Jackson to begin. His 6,000 men were to fight only a delaying action in order to purchase time for the Confederates to remove the considerable stocks of supplies from the city.

Heavy rain slowed the Union advance, but McPherson’s and Sherman’s men arrived at Jackson on the morning of May 14. Continued rain delayed their attack until 11:00 a.m. McPherson’s men initiated the engagement, with heavy hand-to-hand fighting ensuing. At about 1:00 p.m. Sherman’s corps closed on the city from the southwest, crossing a narrow bridge over Lynch Creek. The Federals then forced the Confederates back into the city defenses. With the bulk of supplies removed, Johnston informed Gregg that he could withdraw as well, and by 3:00 the Union troops were in control of Jackson itself. In the fighting the Union forces suffered 300 casualties (42 dead, 251 wounded, and 7 missing); Confederate personnel losses were some 800 men. They also had 17 artillery pieces taken.

Johnston’s decision to withdraw from Jackson was controversial, for by late May 14 he would have had 11,000 men at his disposal and by the next day another 4,000, against 20,000 for Grant. The Union capture of Jackson was a major blow to Confederate morale. It also prevented Johnston from using the city as a base for his rapidly expanding forces east of Vicksburg. Grant then left Sherman’s men to destroy Jackson’s machine shops and factories, cut telegraph lines, and rip up railroad track. Sherman’s corps accomplished this and departed Jackson on the morning of May 16; it was at Belton, Mississippi, that evening. Grant, meanwhile, struck back west with his two remaining corps and on May 16 in the Battle of Champion Hill defeated Pemberton, who had sortied from Vicksburg, driving him back into the Vicksburg defenses.
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Jackson, Claiborne Fox

Birth Date: April 4, 1806

Death Date: December 2, 1862

Missouri politician. Claiborne Fox Jackson was born on April 4, 1806, in Fleming County, Kentucky, and moved to Missouri with his family in the mid-1820s. He briefly saw service as a militiaman in the Black Hawk War (1832). Jackson became a successful businessman and entered state politics as a Democrat. He served in the Missouri House of Representatives (1836–1848) and from 1844 to 1846 was Speaker of the House. He then served in the Missouri Senate (1848–1852) and chaired the state’s Democratic Party. Harboring proslavery sentiments, Jackson tried unsuccessfully to dislodge Missouri U.S. senator Thomas Hart Benton from power in the late 1850s. Benton returned the favor by vociferously opposing Jackson’s gubernatorial bid in 1860, during which Jackson nevertheless maintained an antisecessionist facade.

Despite Benton’s attempt to derail Jackson’s candidacy, Jackson garnered a razor-thin edge over his Constitutional Unionist opponent and was sworn into office in January 1861. His inaugural speech, however, seemed to indicate that he was now considering secession, warning darkly that if the North resorted to armed coercion, he would seek to remove Missouri from the Union. In February in an attempt to secure Missouri’s secession, he convened a state convention, which voted overwhelmingly to remain in the Union. In March the state legislature denied Jackson’s request to form a Missouri state guard. The following month when President Abraham Lincoln asked states to mobilize troops, Jackson refused, calling Lincoln’s agenda against the South an “unholy crusade.”

When the Civil War began, Jackson promised neutrality, which was more a political expedient than an indication of his actual loyalties. He immediately began training and arming the state militia at Camp Jackson (St. Louis), which was close to the federal arsenal. Jackson hoped to seize the arsenal and place it under state control. On May 10, 1861, Union troops raided Camp Jackson and found huge stores of arms and ammunition, much of which had been provided by the Confederacy.

That same day, Jackson and his prosecession supporters fled from the capital at Jefferson City and formed a government in exile at Neosho. Within days the bogus government voted to secede from the Union. Because most of Missouri remained firmly in Union control, however, Jackson’s effort gained little traction. The troops loyal to his government gradually dissolved or were called to Confederate service. By the autumn of 1862, Jackson had concluded that he would be unable to effect any meaningful change in Missouri’s strategic position and settled in Little Rock, Arkansas, where he died on December 2, 1862.
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Jackson, Henry Rootes

Birth Date: June 24, 1820

Death Date: May 23, 1898

Confederate officer. Henry Rootes Jackson was born on June 24, 1820, in Athens, Georgia, and graduated from Yale University in 1839. He subsequently studied law, commenced a legal practice in Savannah, and was appointed a U.S. district attorney. He then saw combat during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as colonel of the 1st Georgia Infantry Regiment. Upon his return to Georgia, Jackson served as a state superior court judge. From 1853 until 1858, he was the U.S. ambassador to Austria.

As the Confederacy formed in early 1861, Jackson was made a Confederate district judge in his native state, but on June 4, 1861, he accepted a commission in the Confederate Army as a brigadier general. As such, he campaigned with General Robert E. Lee in Virginia but in December agreed to become a division commander of Georgia troops as a major general, a position that had been offered to Jackson by his friend, Georgia governor Joseph E. Brown.

Later in 1862 Jackson returned to Confederate service, this time as a volunteer aide to Brigadier General William H. T. Walker. On September 23, 1863, Jackson once again took a brigadier general’s commission in Confederate service but remained in the South. During the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Jackson helped organize Georgia troops to counter Union major general William T. Sherman’s drive toward Atlanta and in July assumed command of a brigade in the Army of Tennessee. After the Federals had taken Atlanta, Jackson remained with General John B. Hood’s command and participated in the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). During the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864), Jackson was captured and sent to Fort Warren in Boston.

Imprisoned until July 1865, Jackson returned to Savannah and recommenced his law practice. He also sat on the corporate boards of several banks and railroad companies. During 1885–1886 he was U.S. minister to Mexico. Jackson died on May 23, 1898, in Savannah.
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Jackson, John King

Birth Date: February 8, 1828

Death Date: February 27, 1866

Confederate officer. John King Jackson was born on February 8, 1828, in Augusta, Georgia. He graduated from South Carolina College in 1846, studied law, and was admitted to the Georgia bar in 1848. He then practiced law and was an officer in the state militia.

In May 1861 Jackson became colonel of the 5th Georgia Infantry Regiment, which was stationed at Pensacola, Florida, and saw action during the October 8 assault on Fort Pickens (Santa Rosa Island). Advanced to brigadier general on January 14, 1862, Jackson was dispatched to Grand Junction, Tennessee, where he helped assemble the Army of Mississippi.

Jackson commanded a brigade at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Transferred to Bridgeport, Alabama, he was tasked with defending rail lines. During the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862), he served under General Braxton Bragg in the Army of Tennessee. Jackson was also with Bragg at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where his command suffered shattering losses. Jackson was then ordered to guard supply and communications lines between Tullahoma, Tennessee, and Atlanta.

Jackson next saw major action at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where his brigade again suffered high casualties. He temporarily commanded a division during the Battle of Lookout Mountain (November 24, 1864). The following day he led his brigade during the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863) and helped cover the Confederate retreat.

Jackson participated in the early stages of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), but in July his command was disbanded. After briefly commanding the District of Florida, Jackson was sent to Savannah during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November–December) in anticipation of a Union siege of that strategic city. When Savannah fell, Jackson was ordered to South Carolina to prepare supply depots; he then was sent to North Carolina for the same purpose.

When the war ended Jackson went back to Augusta, where he practiced law and was involved in banking. He died on February 27, 1866, in Milledgeville, Georgia.
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Jackson, Mississippi, Siege of

Start Date: July 10, 1863

End Date: July 16, 1863

Engagement during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 16, 1863). Jackson, the capital of Mississippi and an important industrial center, is located in south-central Mississippi to the east of Vicksburg. After abandoning Jackson to Union major general Ulysses S. Grant’s invading Army of the Tennessee following a minor engagement on May 14, 1863, a small Confederate army commanded by General Joseph E. Johnston reoccupied the city as Grant’s forces marched westward to invest the vital Confederate stronghold of Vicksburg. As the siege of Vicksburg continued throughout late May and June 1863, Johnston collected the 32,000-man Army of Relief in Jackson, but he failed to make a meaningful effort to break the siege of Vicksburg.

On July 1 Johnston belatedly began a relief expedition for the surrounded city, but he canceled the operation when scouts were unable to discover any safe crossing of the Big Black River and news of Vicksburg’s July 4 surrender arrived. Johnston then withdrew to the fortifications around Jackson. Arriving there on July 8, he immediately set his men to work strengthening the defenses. With Vicksburg finally captured, on July 5 Grant ordered Major General William T. Sherman to pursue Johnston’s retreating Confederates with a force of 46,000 men, consisting of Major General Edward O. C. Ord’s XIII Corps; Sherman’s own XV Corps, now commanded by Major General Frederick Steele; and a detachment from IX Corps under Major General John Parke.

Sherman advanced in three strong columns, arriving outside Jackson on July 10. Rather than risk a direct frontal assault, Sherman began making preparations for a siege that Johnston’s outnumbered command could not withstand. On July 12, portions of Brigadier General Jacob B. Lauman’s division of XIII Corps attempted a reconnaissance in force against Johnston’s earthworks and suffered heavily, losing 68 killed, 302 wounded, and 149 missing. The Confederate defenders suffered only 7 casualties in the only major combat to occur during the siege.

As Sherman’s command began drawing closer to the Confederate earthworks, Johnston ordered his cavalry to destroy a Union wagon train sent from Vicksburg with the necessary artillery rounds for a siege. When the cavalry raid failed in its design, Johnston decided to evacuate the city for a second time. He removed his army from the city during the night of July 16 and took up a position at Morton, Mississippi.

Union forces entered Jackson on July 17, and a brief pursuit was mounted that ended at Brandon, Mississippi. In the retreat, Johnston’s men abandoned more than 23,000 artillery rounds, almost 1,400 small arms, 3 cannon, and a large amount of critically needed railroad rolling stock that could not be withdrawn across the Pearl River. After the Confederates withdrew from Jackson, fires they started severely damaged the town, as did a wave of destruction inflicted by occupying Union forces. Total Confederate losses during the siege were 71 killed, 504 wounded, and 25 missing, while Union casualties numbered 129 killed, 752 wounded, and 231 missing. The Siege of Jackson provided a dismal end to one of the worst campaigns waged by the Confederacy during the Civil War.
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Jackson, Richard Henry

Birth Date: July 14, 1830

Death Date: November 28, 1892

Union officer. Richard Henry Jackson was born on July 14, 1830, in County Westmeath, Ireland. He immigrated to the United States with his family at a young age. In 1851 he enlisted as a private in the 4th U.S. Artillery Regiment. Prior to the Civil War, he served at numerous posts and fought against Native Americans in Florida and the West. When the Civil War began in April 1861, he was a second lieutenant in the 1st Artillery. In May 1861 he was promoted to first lieutenant, and in February 1862 he was advanced to captain.

Until 1863, Jackson was stationed in Florida before being dispatched to Charleston, South Carolina, where he took part in the Siege of Charleston Harbor (August 17–September 9, 1863). Serving under Major General David Hunter, Jackson’s long military career and experience in the army proved to be valuable assets. To reward him for his effective service, Hunter secured Jackson’s promotion to the staff rank of lieutenant colonel and assistant inspector general. Jackson went on to serve briefly as chief artillerist in X Corps. He retained this post when X Corps left South Carolina for Virginia in the winter of 1864 and became part of the Army of the James. The rather difficult Jackson was a stickler for discipline, order, and military protocol. This did not endear him to his men, especially the volunteers who were not used to military routine.

Jackson served effectively during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and in April 1865 received command of a division of U.S. Colored Troops in XXV Corps, although he was not advanced to brigadier general of volunteers until May 19, 1865, after the fighting had ended. His prickly personality was the most likely cause of his belated promotion. Brevetted brigadier general in the regular army and major general of volunteers, Jackson mustered out of the latter in February 1866.

Jackson remained in the regular army after the war but reverted to his permanent rank of captain. Not promoted to major until 1880, he only attained the rank of lieutenant colonel in 1888. Jackson died on November 28, 1892, at Fort McPherson, Georgia, while on active duty.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Charleston Harbor, Siege of; Hunter, David; Petersburg Campaign

Further Reading

Hansen, Harry. The Civil War: A History. New York: Signet Classics, 2002.

Miller, Edward A. Lincoln’s Abolitionist General: The Biography of David Hunter. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1997.

_______________________

Jackson, Thomas Jonathan

Birth Date: January 21, 1824

Death Date: May 10, 1863

Confederate officer. Born in Clarksburg, Virginia (now West Virginia), on January 21, 1824, Thomas “Stonewall” Jonathan Jackson was orphaned while young and reared by an uncle. Securing an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, Jackson graduated in 1846. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the artillery, he served under Major General Winfield Scott in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Jackson distinguished himself in fighting at Veracruz (March 27, 1847), Cerro Gordo (April 18), and Chapultepec (September 13). Promoted to first lieutenant in August 1847, he also won brevets to captain and major. Following the war, Jackson held assignments at military installations in New York and Florida.
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Confederate lieutenant general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson was one of the South’s greatest combat leaders. His death in 1863 was perhaps the single greatest military personnel loss for the Confederacy. (National Archives)

Disagreements with his commander at Fort Meade, Florida, and an appointment to teach natural philosophy (physics) and artillery tactics at the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) in 1851, led Jackson to leave the army shortly thereafter. He was not well liked by the VMI cadets, who believed that he was a poor teacher. In December 1859 Jackson commanded the artillery section of the VMI cadets sent as guards to John Brown’s execution.

When Virginia seceded from the Union in April 1861, Jackson, a major in the Virginia Militia, was ordered to Richmond with a detachment of VMI cadets to serve as drillmasters for the army. Promoted to colonel of infantry that April, Jackson was ordered to Harpers Ferry, Virginia, which he fortified. He was then advanced to brigadier general in the Confederate Army and assigned command of the 1st Virginia Infantry Brigade in June.

Jackson and his troops played a key role in the defense of the Confederate railhead at Manassas Junction. In the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), the first major battle of the Civil War, Jackson defended Henry Hill from Union attack, receiving the sobriquet “Stonewall.” Appointed major general in October, Jackson took command of Confederate forces in the Shenandoah Valley in November.

Ordered to occupy Union troops in the Shenandoah Valley to prevent them from reinforcing Union major general George B. McClellan’s advance on the Confederate capital of Richmond (March 1862), Jackson began his Shenandoah Valley Campaign, generally acknowledged as one of the most brilliant operations in American military history. Over a span of 48 days, he marched his men some 350 miles and fought two actions, four skirmishes, and five major battles. Repulsed at Kernstown near Winchester (March 23), he was victorious at Front Royal (May 23), Winchester (May 25), Cross Keys (June 8), and Port Republic (June 9). In the process, Jackson tied down three different Union commands, each of which was at least the size of his own force. This campaign made Jackson a Southern military hero.

Jackson then slipped out of the valley with his men to join General Robert E. Lee in the defense of Richmond during June 1862, fighting in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Fatigue and unfamiliarity with the terrain prevented Jackson from carrying out Lee’s plan to corner McClellan. Jackson’s command then played a key role in the subsequent Confederate victory over Union forces under Major General John Pope in the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30). Jackson accompanied Lee in his subsequent invasion of Maryland. Jackson’s troops forced the surrender of the Union garrison at Harpers Ferry on September 15, rejoining Lee in time to participate in the bloody Battle of Antietam (September 17).

Advanced to lieutenant general and given command of II Corps in Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in October 1862, Jackson commanded the Confederate right flank in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) in Virginia, where he helped prevent a Union breakthrough. In the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Lee, outnumbered two to one by Union forces under Major General Joseph Hooker, ordered Jackson to carry out a flanking attack against the Union right.

Jackson’s brilliant execution of the plan on May 2 caught Union forces off guard and rolled up the Union right. Only darkness prevented Jackson from inflicting greater damage. That night Jackson and his staff, riding out in advance of Confederate lines on a reconnaissance, were mistaken on their return for Union troops and fired upon. Jackson was badly wounded, necessitating amputation of his left arm. He subsequently contracted pneumonia and died at Guinea Station, Virginia, on May 10, 1863. He was buried in Lexington, Virginia.

Jackson’s death was perhaps the greatest single military personnel loss to befall the Confederacy. Personally brave and extremely self-confident and resolute, Jackson was also extremely religious, hard, and absolutely uncompromising, which contributed to numerous quarrels with subordinates. It was said of him that he lived in the New Testament but fought in the Old Testament.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Brown, John; Bull Run, First Battle of; Bull Run, Second Battle of; Chancellorsville, Battle of; Cross Keys, Battle of; Fredericksburg, First Battle of; Front Royal, Battle of; Harpers Ferry, Battle of; Hooker, Joseph; Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign; Kernstown, First Battle of; Lee, Robert Edward; Pope, John; Port Republic, Battle of; Seven Days’ Campaign; Virginia Military Institute; Winchester, First Battle of

Further Reading

Chambers, Lenoir. Stonewall Jackson. 2 vols. New York: William Morrow, 1959.

Freeman, Douglas Southall. Lee’s Lieutenants: A Study in Command. 3 vols. New York: Scribner, 1942–1944.

Robertson, James I. Stonewall Jackson: The Man, the Soldier, the Legend. New York: Macmillan, 1997.

Vandiver, Frank E. Mighty Stonewall. College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1988.

_______________________

Jackson, William Hicks

Birth Date: October 1, 1835

Death Date: March 30, 1903

Confederate officer. Born in Paris, Tennessee, on October 1, 1835, William Hicks “Red” Jackson graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1856 and served four years in the Regiment of Mounted Riflemen before resigning in May 1861, when he was commissioned an artillery captain in the Confederate Army. He was severely wounded at the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861) in Missouri and upon recovery was commissioned colonel of the 1st Tennessee Cavalry (7th Tennessee Cavalry) Regiment on April 1, 1862.

Coming to notice as a skilled cavalry officer, Jackson led his regiment in western Tennessee and northern Mississippi. In October 1862 he was appointed chief of cavalry for Major General Earl Van Dorn’s Army of West Tennessee and commander of its cavalry brigade. Jackson’s combat performance, especially during Van Dorn’s December 20, 1862, raid on the Union supply depot at Holly Springs, Mississippi, led to his promotion to brigadier general on December 29.

Jackson continued to serve in northern Mississippi and western Tennessee, rising to division command in 1863. He saw action during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). With the fall of Vicksburg on July 4, Lee’s cavalry corps fought against Major General William T. Sherman’s Union forces at Jackson, Mississippi (July 10–16), and during the Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864).

Jackson’s division then joined the Army of Tennessee and performed conspicuously during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and in the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). In November 1864 the division became part of Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s cavalry corps of the Army of Tennessee. In February 1865 Jackson’s command participated in Forrest’s vain attempt to halt the advance into Alabama of Union cavalry under Major General James H. Wilson. Jackson’s division was included in the May surrender by Lieutenant General Richard Taylor of the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. Overshadowed by Forrest and Major General Joseph Wheeler, Jackson was nonetheless one of the outstanding cavalry officers of the war.

Following the war, Jackson devoted his efforts to breeding and developing thoroughbred horses and to farming. He died at Belle Meade, near Nashville, on March 30, 1903.
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Jackson, William Lowther

Birth Date: February 3, 1825

Death Date: March 24, 1890

Confederate officer. Born in Clarksburg, Virginia (now West Virginia), on February 3, 1825, William Lowther Jackson enjoyed a distinguished career in public service prior to the Civil War. Admitted to the bar in 1847, Jackson served as a commonwealth’s attorney as well as a member of the Virginia House of Delegates. He also held statewide political offices during this period, including tenures as auditor, superintendent of the state library fund, and lieutenant governor.

In 1860 Jackson was elected judge of Virginia’s 19th Judicial Circuit. At the beginning of the Civil War in 1861, he enlisted as a private in the Confederate Army but soon secured a commission as a lieutenant colonel, taking command of the 31st Virginia Infantry. One of the regiment’s first engagements was the Battle of Rich Mountain (July 11, 1861) fought in Randolph County, (West) Virginia, which proved to be a major Confederate defeat.

In early 1862, Jackson was appointed to serve on the staff of his second cousin, Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. In this capacity, William Jackson participated in a number of battles, including the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), the Battle of Harpers Ferry (September 12–15, 1862), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862).

In April 1863, Jackson left this position to recruit the 19th Virginia Cavalry behind Union lines in northwestern Virginia. Elected the regiment’s colonel, he saw service in West Virginia and the Shenandoah Valley through 1864 as part of Brigadier General Albert Gallatin Jenkins’s brigade. Jackson commanded a brigade during Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21, 1864). This ultimately unsuccessful operation was an attempt to lure Union troops away from the embattled Confederate trenches outside Richmond to help defend their nation’s capital. Jackson was appointed brigadier general to date from December 19, 1864, and continued leading troops in the Shenandoah Valley until the end of the war.

Reluctant to surrender to Union forces at war’s end, Jackson disbanded his troops in Lexington, Virginia, in May 1865 and traveled west until he was finally paroled in Brownsville, Texas, some two months later. After the war Jackson spent time in Mexico before finally returning to the United States. Although he planned to settle in his native West Virginia, he discovered that a new state law prohibited ex-Confederate officers from practicing law there. He then moved to Louisville, Kentucky, where he ultimately became a prominent judge. Jackson died in Louisville on March 24, 1890.
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Jackson-Loring Controversy
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Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign

Start Date: May 1862

End Date: June 1862

Diversionary campaign conducted by Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. In March 1862, Union forces led by Major General George McClellan launched a powerful effort aimed at seizing Richmond. Steamships transported more than 100,000 men of the Army of the Potomac by water to Fort Monroe, Virginia, after which on April 4 the soldiers began an advance up the peninsula formed by the York and James Rivers in order to take the Confederate capital. Concerned that Confederate forces in the Shenandoah Valley would take advantage of the absence of McClellan’s army and drive on the federal capital, President Abraham Lincoln insisted on withholding Major General Irvin McDowell’s powerful I Corps of some 40,000 men at Fredericksburg. McDowell’s corps, which was originally scheduled to proceed overland from the north and join McClellan at Richmond, was now denied to McClellan until Union troops under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks could clear the valley. Upon accomplishing this, Banks would cover Washington, permitting McDowell to move south and link up with McClellan to take Richmond.

Well aware that General Joseph E. Johnston had only 60,000 men available to protect Richmond, General Robert E. Lee, military adviser to Confederate president Jefferson Davis, recommended to Davis that Jackson be reinforced and ordered to demonstrate in the Shenandoah Valley to draw the largest number of possible Union reinforcements from McClellan. Davis concurred.

In early 1862 Jackson’s command, the Valley District of the Department of Northern Virginia, numbered only about 4,000 men. Arrayed against them were some 15,000 Union troops under Major General John C. Frémont to the west, 10,000 soldiers under Banks to the north, and McDowell’s 40,000 men to the east.

On February 27, 1862, McClellan ordered Banks to cross the Potomac at Harpers Ferry with his corps and move against Jackson, who evacuated Winchester on March 11 and withdrew to the vicinity of Mount Jackson. Lincoln had insisted that Washington be covered, and upon McClellan’s order, Banks left a division under Brigadier General James Shields to push south against Jackson and moved east to Manassas with the remainder of his men to cover the approach to Washington and release McDowell.

Jackson marched 41 miles in only two days with some 4,500 men and attacked Shields, with 9,000 men, at Kernstown on March 23. Colonel Nathan Kamball of Shields’s command fed more men into the battle and fought the Confederates to a draw. Brigadier General Richard B. Garnett’s Stonewall Brigade ran out of ammunition and withdrew without orders, opening a gap in the Confederate line into which the Federals rushed, forcing Jackson’s entire line to retreat in confusion. In the battle, the Confederates suffered 718 casualties compared to only 590 for the Union. It was Jackson’s only defeat of the campaign.

Shields, however, reported that Jackson must have been reinforced, and this led Lincoln to order Banks to return to the valley and to keep McDowell’s corps near Fredericksburg. Kernstown, a tactical defeat for Jackson, thus served the larger Confederate strategic purpose by denying McClellan the services of 40,000 men.

Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862)
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Concerned about Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley activities, Lincoln inserted himself into northern Virginia operations, much to the chagrin of McClellan, and ordered the separate commands there to move against Jackson. There was, however, no one overall Union commander in the valley, a fatal flaw.

Banks was moving slowly south in the valley with some 15,000 men, while Frémont with another 20,000 men moved on Staunton from the west. Leaving 8,000 men under Brigadier General Richard S. Ewell to contain Banks, on April 30 Jackson marched rapidly westward with some 10,000 men to engage Frémont. On May 6 Jackson arrived at Staunton with his foot cavalry, having covered 92 miles on foot and another 25 miles by train. Pushing west, late on the afternoon of May 7 Jackson’s leading elements, under Brigadier General Edward “Allegheny” Johnson, encountered Brigadier General Robert H. Milroy’s brigade, at the front of Frémont’s army. Milroy’s men withdrew as Brigadier General Robert C. Schneck rushed to his support. The senior Schneck assumed command, deploying his 6,000 Union troops around McDowell as the Confederates occupied the nearby key terrain feature of Stilington’s Hill. On May 8, Schneck attacked.

In the four-hour Battle of McDowell (also known as the Battle of Stilington’s Hill), 2,800 Confederates turned back all assaults by 2,300 Union troops. That night Schneck used the cover of darkness to withdraw into the Alleghenies.

Jackson’s cavalry under Colonel Turner Ashby pursued the Federals as far as Franklin (in present-day West Virginia) but on May 12 returned to the valley to move against Banks. In the Battle of McDowell, the Confederates lost 45 killed and 423 wounded; Union losses were 26 killed, 227 wounded, and 3 missing. Jackson had prevented the Federals from concentrating against him.

After a brief respite, Jackson moved down the valley to confront Banks. Moving north in the Luray Valley, he used as a screen the 50-mile-long Massanutten Mountain that bisects the Shenandoah and Luray Valleys. Heading west through its single pass at New Market on May 21, he again turned north. On May 23, his movements effectively screened by Ashby’s cavalry, Jackson attacked Union forces at Front Royal, commanded by Colonel John R. Kenly.

In the Battle of Front Royal, the Confederates had about 3,000 men engaged, while the Union had only 1,063. Forced back through the town, Kenly withdrew to Cedarville, where the Confederates broke through the Union lines and forced a surrender. In the battle the Confederates suffered only some 50 casualties; Union losses were 904: 32 killed, 122 wounded, and 750 taken prisoner. Banks then withdrew the rest of his force rapidly toward Winchester, with Jackson in pursuit. Lincoln, alarmed by developments, again halted McDowell from moving south against Richmond.

As Banks attempted to reorganize his force in defensive positions to hold Winchester, Jackson and Ewell drove on Winchester, with Ewell coming in from the southeast. The First Battle of Winchester (May 25, 1862) pitted some 16,000 Confederates against 6,500 Union troops. Banks chose to fight here in order to give his supply train of 550 wagons a chance to reach Williamsport. Poor dispositions allowed the Confederates to flank the Union position. The Union troops panicked and fled through Winchester, all the way across the Potomac River 35 miles to the north, abandoning thousands of weapons as well as considerable stocks of supplies. Jackson’s men were too exhausted to pursue much beyond Winchester. In addition to the much-needed supplies, Jackson’s men captured a large number of Union prisoners. In the battle the Confederates suffered perhaps 400 casualties; Union casualties totaled 2,019 (62 killed, 329 wounded, and 1,714 missing or captured).

This First Battle of Winchester and Jackson’s subsequent occupation of Harpers Ferry spread panic in Washington and fanned fears of a descent on the federal capital by Jackson. It came just as McDowell was about to move south to join McClellan. Lincoln again halted McDowell and ordered him to send 20,000 men (10,000 men under Shields trailed by an equal force under Major General Edward O. C. Ord) to Front Royal, while ordering Frémont to move east to Harrisonburg. If these two forces could meet at Strasburg, they could cut off Jackson’s escape route south in the valley.

Moving swiftly, Jackson avoided the Union trap, withdrawing his 15,000 men along with his prisoners and captured supplies. Clearing Winchester on May 31, he passed through Strasburg and reached Harrisonburg on June 5. Jackson left Ewell to hold Union troops under Frémont at Cross Keys, while he and the rest of his command moved to Port Republic to meet the second Union army under Shields.

In the Battle of Cross Keys (June 8, 1862), Ewell’s three brigades of some 5,000 men repulsed Frémont’s attack, then occupied the former Union positions. That night most of the Confederates marched to Port Republic. The remaining troops followed the next day.
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On June 9 Jackson was at Port Republic, east of the South Fork of the Shenandoah River. Shields sent two brigades forward to probe the Confederate position and appealed to Frémont to join him as soon as possible. Jackson ordered an attack on the Union brigades, which was repulsed with heavy casualties. He then sent Brigadier General Richard Taylor’s brigade through woods, turning the Union left and forcing a withdrawal. Jackson, with about 6,000 men, had defeated 3,500 Union troops. The Union side suffered 1,008 casualties, including 558 taken prisoner; Confederate losses were also heavy, at 816. Ewell’s men, meanwhile, burned the North River Bridge behind them; Frémont, arriving too late to be of assistance at Port Republic, was reduced to watching events across the rain-swollen river.

Port Republic was the final victory in Jackson’s remarkable Shenandoah Valley Campaign. During a span of 48 days with never more than 18,000 men, Jackson’s command marched 646 miles and defeated three Union armies totaling four times his own strength in four pitched battles, six large skirmishes, and numerous minor actions. Jackson had inflicted some 8,000 Union casualties to fewer than 2,500 losses of his own.

Jackson then slipped out of the valley to join Lee on the Virginia Peninsula for the critical battles to save Richmond. Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign is widely considered one of the most brilliant operations in military history and raised Jackson to hero status in the Confederacy. More important than his own victories, however, was the impact of his campaign on the far more important Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) to the east.
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Jacksonville, Florida

City located on the northeastern coast of Florida. Founded in 1791, Jacksonville was named for President Andrew Jackson in 1822. Jacksonville was a relatively small town in 1860, with a population of 2,118 people. It is located along the St. Johns River southwest of Amelia Island. Jacksonville is about 125 miles south of Savannah, Georgia, and some 350 miles north of Miami, Florida. Like much of the southeastern coast, Jacksonville experiences long, hot, humid summers and short, relatively warm winters. Frost is usually not widespread, and frozen precipitation is rare.

By 1860, Jacksonville’s chief function was as an entrepôt for cattle and hogs raised in the state that were being shipped north and west. The city had port facilities, but the volume of cargo handled there was quite small. For much of the Civil War, the Union Navy blockaded Jacksonville, meaning that few ships entered or departed port after early 1862.

Union troops occupied Jacksonville on four separate occasions during the war, although the city never saw any combat per se. In March 1862, Union forces entered Jacksonville virtually unopposed; they departed less than a month later. The Federals returned in October 1862 and commenced another occupation that lasted for five months. Meanwhile, Union gunboats and other naval vessels plied the St. Johns River. In March 1863 just two weeks after the second occupation ended, Union troops again occupied Jacksonville, staying for just 19 days. In February 1864, Union troops again took Jacksonville and mobilized for the Battle of Olustee (February 20, 1864), which ended in a Union defeat. In August 1864, Union forces began pulling troops out of northern Florida to reinforce Union campaigns farther to the north.

The back-and-forth occupations and long naval blockade of Jacksonville exacted a heavy toll on the city. By 1865, many of its inhabitants were destitute, and the buildings and homes looked decrepit. By the early 20h century, Jacksonville enjoyed a prosperous economy. It sat at the intersection or terminus of several national rail lines, and its port had begun to handle increasing amounts of cargo. The city later became home to expansive naval installations, and by the early 21st century, the city and its metropolitan area boasted a population of more than 1.5 million people.
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James, Union Army of the

Union army formed in late April 1864 to cooperate with the Army of the Potomac in the campaign against Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. The principal task of the Army of the James was to threaten Richmond, the Confederate capital, and Petersburg, Virginia. The troops comprising the Army of the James were from the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, under the initial command of Major General Benjamin F. Butler, an officer from Massachusetts who had been appointed to department command in late October 1863. When initially formed in the Fort Monroe area of the Virginia Peninsula, the Army of the James consisted of X and XVIII Corps, commanded by Major Generals Quincy A. Gillmore and William F. Smith, respectively. Brigadier General August V. Kautz’s Cavalry Division was also a component of the new army. The army numbered approximately 36,000 soldiers and 82 artillery pieces. One division consisted of African American soldiers. While the army appeared to be an effective force on paper, many of its men had not seen combat, and several key officers did not work well together.

In the late spring of 1864, Butler’s army moved up the James River to the Bermuda Hundred Peninsula, 14 miles downriver from Richmond. After building a line of entrenchments across the peninsula to secure it as a base of operations, the main body of the army advanced toward Confederate defenses on the James at Drewry’s Bluff. Here on May 16, the Confederates attacked in a dense fog and drove Union troops back to Bermuda Hundred. The Southerners now dug their own entrenchments to face the Union defenses, thus bottling up Butler’s army on the peninsula. When the Army of the Potomac approached Cold Harbor, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant ordered Butler to send reinforcements, which arrived in time to take part in the battle there during May 31–June 12, 1864.

Butler’s troops took an active part in the initial attacks on Petersburg (June 15–16, 1864) and then conducted siege operations against Petersburg and Richmond for the remainder of the war in Virginia. They participated in several battles, including the Battle of New Market Heights (September 29, 1864), the Battle of Darbytown Road (October 7, 1864), and the Battle of Fair Oaks and Darbytown Road (October 27–28, 1864).

On December 3, 1864, the Army of the James was reorganized. The white troops were merged into the new XXIV Corps led by Major General Edward O. C. Ord, while the army’s African American units were placed in XXV Corps under Major General Godfrey Weitzel. Owing to his failure to capture Fort Fisher, North Carolina, in operations during December 24–27, 1864, Butler was relieved of command and replaced by Ord on January 8, 1865, with Major General John Gibbon assuming command of XXIV Corps. A second expedition against the fort on January 13–14 succeeded. In March, Brigadier General Ranald S. Mackenzie took charge of the Cavalry Division, which he led conspicuously in the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865).

Troops from the Army of the James were the first to enter Richmond on April 3, 1865, as the Confederates evacuated the city, while part of XXIV Corps participated in the successful attack on Petersburg and in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), during which Mackenzie’s troopers again played a major role. The army’s presence was sufficient to trap Confederate forces at Appomattox, ultimately forcing Lee’s final surrender there. Troops from the Army of the James performed garrison duty in Virginia and Texas until early 1866, when all the volunteer troops were mustered out of service.
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James, Union Military Division of the

Short-lived federal military administrative unit created on April 19, 1865, just 10 days after hostilities had ended in Virginia. Formed ostensibly to begin implementing Reconstruction policies, the Union Military Division of the James covered the existing Union Department of Virginia as well as the portions of North Carolina not already occupied by Major General William T. Sherman’s command.

Major General Henry W. Halleck commanded the division, which was headquartered at Fort Monroe in Hampton, Virginia. On June 7, 1865, Halleck’s command was discontinued, and the division was disbanded.
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James River Pontoon Bridge Operation

Start Date: June 14, 1864

End Date: June 18, 1864

Major Union engineering operation and river crossing. With 40 days of marching and fighting in his Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) having failed to defeat Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia and now stymied at Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12), northeast of the Confederate capital of Richmond, Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant decided to shift his operations to the south in an effort to secure Petersburg. Grant ordered Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac to decamp from its trenches at Cold Harbor on the night of June 12–13 and proceed south across the James River in an effort to get in behind Lee’s army and take the key Confederate transportation hub of Petersburg, through which the bulk of supplies moved by road and rail to Lee’s army and Richmond.

This was a bold, risky move and caught Lee by surprise; the Union troops proceeded south without harassment. Grant sent Major General William F. Smith’s XVIII Corps in transports down the Pamunkey River to land on the South Bank of the river at Bermuda Hundred and reinforce Major General Benjamin F. Butler’s Army of the James. But the bulk of the Union troops crossed the James from Windmill Point to Fort Powhatan on a pontoon bridge.

Erected by 450 Union engineers under the command of Captain George H. Mendell in only eight hours beginning early on June 14 and entirely unknown to Lee, the bridge was one of the war’s great engineering feats and its longest pontoon structure. At this point, the James was some 2,100 feet wide and up to 90 feet deep in midstream. The engineers also had to contend with a strong current. The bridge employed 101 pontoons. Three schooners anchored in the deepest part of the river supported the bridge’s center section. Grant had previously ordered Butler to provide several ships filled with rocks, and these were scuttled at a narrow point upriver as an obstruction to prevent Confederate gunboats up the James at Richmond from interfering with the crossing.

Late on June 14, the army began crossing on the bridge. This movement continued all night, with all infantry and four artillery batteries safely across by the morning of June 15. The last elements of the army crossed on June 18. The operation completed, the bridge was then dismantled and floated down the river to the Union supply base and Grant’s headquarters at City Point.

Meanwhile, inept generalship cost Grant the capture of Petersburg. On the afternoon of June 15, Smith and the 12,500 men of his XVIII Corps arrived before the Confederate lines but failed in an attempt to take the city, then only lightly held by several thousand Confederates under Brigadier General Henry A. Wise. That evening Major General Winfield Scott Hancock arrived with his II Corps, but Smith rejected a night assault. Failing to press the attack here may have prolonged the war by 10 months.

Confederate general P. G. T. Beauregard, meanwhile, rushed all available resources forward. By the next day, Beauregard had 14,500 men in place. Hancock, now in command, tested the Confederate positions again and made some progress but had to be relieved by Meade because of complications from previous wounds. Lee, now fully alerted to the situation, hurried to meet the Union troops. Grant continued to attack, but the opportunity had been lost. By June 18, when Grant sent 65,000 men against the Petersburg entrenchments, Lee had 40,000 men in place. Grant then commenced siege operations.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

[image: image]

Pontoon bridge crossing the James River in Virginia, June 1864, during Union army general-in-chief Ulysses S. Grant’s Overland Campaign. (Library of Congress)
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Jenkins, Albert Gallatin

Birth Date: November 10, 1830

Death Date: May 21, 1864

Confederate officer. Albert Gallatin Jenkins was born on November 10, 1830, in Cabell County, Virginia (now West Virginia). His family owned large tracts of land and was financially quite well off. Jenkins graduated from Jefferson College in 1848 and Harvard Law School in 1850. Admitted to the bar that same year, he established a successful law practice in Charleston, Virginia, and also tended to his family’s landholdings, which he inherited outright in 1859. A Democrat, Jenkins launched a successful bid for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from March 1857 until March 1861, when he resigned and began recruiting a Confederate cavalry company in western Virginia. Soon after the Civil War began in April, he became a captain in the 8th Virginia Cavalry Regiment, rising to lieutenant colonel in September; by the autumn, he became the unit’s colonel and led it on several raids in western Virginia.

In February 1862, Jenkins became a delegate to the Confederate House of Representatives, a post he held until August 5, when he resigned to accept a brigadier general’s commission. Toward the end of that same month, he led his brigade on a 500-mile expedition throughout western Virginia and southeastern Ohio, where his men conducted numerous raids. In early June 1863, his brigade was attached to the Army of Northern Virginia.

Jenkins’s brigade participated in the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), during which his command took Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and threatened the state capital at Harrisburg. During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Jenkins was seriously wounded. He did not return to duty until the autumn. He thereafter remained largely in western Virginia and West Virginia. He was wounded again at the Battle of Cloyd’s Mountain (May 9, 1864). The injury required the amputation of his arm, after which an infection set in. Jenkins never recovered and died in Pulaski County, Virginia, on May 21, 1864.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Jenkins, Micah

Birth Date: December 1, 1835

Death Date: May 6, 1864

Confederate officer. Micah Jenkins was born on Edisto Island, South Carolina, on December 1, 1835. He graduated from the South Carolina Military Academy (the Citadel) in 1854. In 1855 Jenkins cofounded Kings Mountain Military School in Yorkville, South Carolina. In 1859 he raised a militia company, called the Jasper Guards, and was elected its captain.

When South Carolina seceded from the Union, Jenkins’s company became the nucleus of the 5th South Carolina Infantry, and he was elected its colonel. Jenkins led his regiment effectively at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

In 1862 Jenkins assumed command of the Palmetto Sharpshooters, an elite South Carolina regiment drawn mostly from the old 5th South Carolina. During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), he commanded his regiment as well as the brigade to which it was attached during the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862) and the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862).

Jenkins’s service during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) led to his promotion to brigadier general on July 22. He commanded his South Carolina brigade at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), where he received a serious wound in the abdomen. Jenkins returned to active duty to take part in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

In April 1863 Jenkins was transferred to Major General Daniel H. Hill’s command and participated in the Siege of Suffolk (April 11–May 4, 1863). That September, Jenkins moved with Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s corps to the western theater, where Jenkins commanded wounded Major General John Bell Hood’s division during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863) and the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863).

Jenkins’s brigade returned to Virginia in the spring of 1864 in time to take part in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). On May 6, Jenkins’s brigade was ordered to spearhead an attack against the Union forces in the front. Jenkins’s men, wearing new uniforms so dark they were almost black, were mistaken for Federals by the men of the 12th Virginia Regiment. The Virginians opened fire, felling many of their compatriots including General Longstreet, who was seriously wounded, and Jenkins, who died that same day from a bullet in the brain.

ROBERT P. BROADWATER
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Jenkins’ Ferry, Battle of

Event Date: April 30, 1864

Battle resulting in the defeat of the Union Camden Expedition, part of the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) that had as its goal the capture of Shreveport, Louisiana, and opening the way for a Union invasion of eastern Texas. While Major General Nathaniel P. Banks and the bulk of Union forces drove on Shreveport from the south, Major General Frederick Steele, commander of the Department of Arkansas (VII Corps), was to move against Shreveport from the north with 10,000 men. As it worked out, Steele aided Banks only in that he kept occupied Confederate cavalry units in the region that otherwise could have been dispatched southward against Banks.

Some three weeks behind schedule, Steele reached Camden, Arkansas, on April 26, 1864, only to learn that the Confederates had taken and destroyed a Union wagon train on its way from Camden to Pine Bluff. Steele also discovered that Confederate lieutenant general Edmund Kirby Smith and Major General Sterling Price had joined forces and were driving against him. Steele immediately ordered a withdrawal to Little Rock, and the Union troops set out the next morning. The Confederates recaptured Camden and mounted a pursuit. Delay was imposed on the Confederates by the need to get across the rain-swollen Ouachita River. Confederate construction of a pontoon bridge across that river on April 28 gave the Union troops a head start, but the Confederates then covered 52 miles in only 46 hours, despite steady rain.

Before dawn on April 30, Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke’s advance Confederate force made contact with Steele’s pickets some two miles from Jenkins’ Ferry, Arkansas. Steele had reached the Saline River early the day before but could not cross his men over the rain-swollen river until a pontoon bridge could be built. He had some 4,000 men in well-prepared defensive positions to protect both flanks of the crossing site. Fighting continued for most of the day on April 30 as the Federals slowly crossed the river and Price committed his men piecemeal. By 3:00 p.m., Steele was able to cross all his men, artillery, and supply wagons that were not mired in the mud and escape his pursuers.

Union casualties in the battle totaled some 700, including captured stragglers, while the Confederates lost as many as 1,000 of 6,000 men committed. Although considered a tactical victory for the Union, the Battle of Jenkins’ Ferry opened the way for the Confederates to invade Missouri.
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Jetersville, Virginia, Engagement at
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Jews in the Civil War

Jews, a religious minority in the United States, served in the U.S. military since colonial times, and their participation in the Civil War was significant on both the Union and Confederate sides. By 1860, Jews in the United States numbered nearly 150,000.

Jews in America were principally of European descent, and the majority at the time were recently arrived immigrants, chiefly Ashkenazi Jews from Germany and Central Europe. New Jewish immigrants and their families were concentrated mainly in urban centers particularly in the North but also in some Southern cities such as New Orleans. In addition to recent immigrant communities, longer-established Jewish Americans were dispersed throughout the country; indeed, one of the largest and wealthiest Sephardic Jewish communities in the country was located in Charleston, South Carolina.

By the start of the Civil War, Jewish people in the United States held a wide variety of political and social views, based more on their personal backgrounds and beliefs than any sense of unified Jewish doctrines or teachings. On the issue of slavery as well as a host of other political, economic, and social issues, Jews tended to reach independent views and then mold Judaism to that worldview. As with other groups, support for slavery and secession was largely sectional. Most Northern Jews supported the Union, while most Southern Jews supported the Confederacy.

The necessity of religious support for military personnel in the maintenance of morale and efficiency had been clearly declared by American commanders since the colonial period. At the start of the Civil War, regimental chaplains were appointed by the regimental commander based on a vote by field officers and company commanders. U.S. representative Clement L. Vallandigham, a Democrat from Ohio, introduced a bill that would allow rabbis to serve as chaplains, arguing that prohibiting them from doing so discriminated against Jewish soldiers. Vallandigham’s bill was defeated, however, and on August 3, 1861, Congress passed legislation to provide for the appointment and payment of regimental chaplains, who by statute had to be regularly ordained ministers of a Christian denomination. Also in 1861, however, the 5th Pennsylvania Cavalry elected Michael Allen, a Jew, as regimental chaplain. Allen was not a rabbi, but he taught at the Philadelphia Hebrew Education Society. A Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) visitor to the regiment’s camp discovered that Allen was acting as the unit’s chaplain and, because this was a violation of army regulations, reported it to army officials. Soon after, Allen was forced to resign his position.
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Judah Benjamin, known as “the brains of the Confederacy,” served successively as Confederate attorney general, secretary of war, and secretary of state. He was also a close friend and trusted adviser to President Jefferson Davis. (Library of Congress)

Hoping to test the statute, Colonel Max Friedman and the officers of the 5th Pennsylvania Cavalry elected an ordained rabbi, Arnold Fischel, to serve as the regimental chaplain. When Fischel applied to Secretary of War Simon Cameron for certification as a chaplain, his application was denied. The rejection prompted increased lobbying efforts from the Northern Jewish community, who appealed to President Abraham Lincoln to reverse the statute barring Jews from serving as chaplains. Fischel, who moved to Washington, D.C., as part of the lobbying effort, met with Lincoln in December 1861. Following their meeting, Lincoln submitted a new bill to Congress that was passed on July 17, 1862. The new law replaced the requirement for an ordained minister of a “Christian denomination” with “religious denomination.” In September 1862 Jacob Frankel was appointed as the first Jewish chaplain in the U.S. Army.

Although victorious in the chaplaincy fight, Jews continued to face discrimination and anti-Semitism within the Union Army and the North. Most significantly, Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s General Order No. 11, dated December 17, 1862, expelled Jews “as a class” from the Department of the Tennessee, which consisted of Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi. Grant and his commanders were frustrated by a growing black market in Southern cotton, and Grant was convinced that Jews were primarily responsible for the violations. The order incensed the Jewish community, and on January 4, 1863, Lincoln insisted that Grant’s decree be rescinded.

Jewish Americans also fought for and supported the Confederacy during the Civil War. Scholars estimate that between 2,000 and 3,000 Jewish men fought for the Confederate Army. Additionally, Judah P. Benjamin, a secular Jew, served in high cabinet positions in the government of the Confederate States of America. Known as “the brains of the Confederacy,” he was first appointed attorney general and later in 1861 was confirmed to the post of secretary of war. In this position, however, he quarreled often with Confederate generals and resigned the post in February 1862. President Jefferson Davis then appointed Benjamin secretary of state; he served in that post through the end of the war. Benjamin’s primary goal as secretary of state was to draw Great Britain into an alliance with the Confederacy, an effort that, however, proved futile.

JACQUELINE E. WHITT
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Joe Brown’s Pikes

Weapon distributed to Georgia militia and volunteer units during the Civil War. Often unable to provide sufficient numbers of firearms to the soldiers under his command, on February 20, 1862, Georgia governor Joseph E. Brown contracted with numerous private firms in his state to manufacture as many as 10,000 pikes, which were by that time anachronistic and militarily obsolete. The final design consisted of a 6-foot-long wooden staff of hickory or ash, fitted with an 18-inch-long blade of polished steel. By the end of the year, Brown’s government had taken possession of about 7,000 pikes.

Most militiamen and soldiers scoffed at the idea of carrying the cumbersome pikes into battle, and military commanders dismissed them as being hopelessly ineffective against modern firearms. Brown, who fashioned himself a student and devotee of ancient warfare, believed that the pikes could be superior to small arms because they were impervious to weather conditions and did not malfunction. Brown believed that pikes could be useful in a follow-up to a battle or during a postbattle pursuit, when the adversary might have had to leave his firearm behind in haste.

Brown’s quaint ideas notwithstanding, few people believed that “Joe Brown’s Pikes,” as they were soon dubbed, had any place on the modern field of battle. Indeed, it is believed that only about 1,200 of the weapons were ever distributed to Georgia soldiers, and there are no known instances in which they were employed in combat. The remainder sat in military warehouses gathering dust.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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“John Brown’s Body”

Song that originally poked fun at a Scottish-born Union soldier who shared the name of the fiery abolitionist John Brown, who had been hanged after his failed raid on the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, in 1859. The Scottish sergeant, who fought with the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, was slight in stature and had difficulty carrying his pack on his shoulders. Written in the spring of 1861, “John Brown’s Body” ironically noted that while the mythic figure John Brown was dead, a living counterpart, smaller in size and reputation, kept marching on.

The melody for the song was borrowed from a Methodist hymn, “Say, Brothers, Will You Meet Us,” written by William Steffe in 1858. “John Brown’s Body” quickly evolved from a quirky folk tune to one containing verses about the dead abolitionist John Brown, and many Civil War soldiers believed that the song was a tribute to the passionate insurrectionist. As verses were added, verbiage became more lengthy and complex.

In December 1861, noted abolitionist Julia Ward Howe included some of those words in her now-famous song “Battle Hymn of the Republic.” Less lofty adaptations were the Civil War–era ditties about hanging Confederate president Jefferson Davis from an apple tree or feeding him sour fruit, thereby giving him the “diarhee.” At least one African American regiment, the 1st Arkansas, adapted the song for its own purposes, and Edna Dean Proctor borrowed the theme for her “The President’s Proclamation,” which celebrated the January 1863 Emancipation Proclamation. The inspiration for the initial song, John Brown the Scotsman, died early in the war, drowning in the Shenandoah River.

KELLY BOYER SAGERT
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Johnson, Adam Rankin

Birth Date: February 8, 1834

Death Date: October 20, 1922

Confederate officer. Adam Rankin Johnson was born on February 8, 1834, in Henderson, Kentucky. He moved to Burnet County, Texas, at age 20, working as a land surveyor for 5 years and then trying his hand as an Indian fighter and an Overland Mail station contractor. When Texas seceded from the Union, Johnson’s two brothers, also in Texas, enlisted in a Confederate battery. Johnson made his way back to Kentucky, where he enlisted in the Confederate Army.

Johnson served as a scout under Lieutenant Colonel Nathan Bedford Forrest. At the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) when the decision was taken to surrender, Forrest charged Johnson and his scouting companion Robert M. Martin with finding a means of escape for his command. The two did so, and Forrest’s men managed to make it out on horseback through shallow water, escaping to Nashville.

Johnson gained notoriety for capturing Newburgh, Indiana, from Union forces on July 18, 1862, and then pillaging and burning the arsenal there. He and his men escaped into Kentucky. Johnson had employed two Quaker guns in securing the town’s surrender. He left behind the old stovepipe and a charred log on the running gear of a pair of old wagons that had been made to look like artillery. This event earned him the nickname “Stovepipe.” In raiding the town, Johnson gained two wagonloads of arms with nothing more than a daring bluff. He used these weapons to arm new recruits in Kentucky, brought in by the stories of adventures such as the Newburgh raid.

Appointed colonel of the 10th Kentucky Partisan Rangers, Johnson next joined Brigadier General John Hunt Morgan’s command and participated in a number of raids and expeditions, including Morgan’s Ohio Raid (July 2–26, 1863). Johnson eluded capture during the operation by swimming across the Ohio River. Morgan and most of his cavalrymen, however, were taken prisoner by Union forces. Johnson then took command of the remainder of Morgan’s men until they were able to reunite with Morgan in May 1864 following the latter’s escape from an Ohio prison.

On August 21, 1864, while attacking a Union encampment in Caldwell, Kentucky (Grubb’s Crossroads), Johnson was accidentally shot by one of his own men and lost sight in both of his eyes. Taken prisoner, he was held for a short time in Boston before being released. He was in the meantime promoted to brigadier general on September 6, 1864 (to date from June 1) and was listed briefly as commander of the Department of Western Kentucky. The promotion was, however, apparently never confirmed. Unfit for command, he saw no further duty.

In September 1865, Johnson returned to Texas. He lived there the remainder of his life, becoming involved in local governance and founding the town of Marble Falls. Johnson died in Burnet, Texas, on October 20, 1922.
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Johnson, Andrew

Birth Date: December 29, 1808

Death Date: July 31, 1875

President of the United States. Andrew Johnson was born on December 29, 1808, in Raleigh, North Carolina, and spent his childhood in grinding poverty. Apprenticed to a tailor, he learned the trade before settling in Greeneville, Tennessee. Denied formal schooling, Johnson, with the help of his wife, educated himself.

After being elected alderman and mayor of Greeneville, Johnson was elected to the state legislature in 1835. Defeated in 1837, he was reelected in 1839. In 1841 he was elected to the Tennessee Senate; two years later he won election to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat. He served in the House until 1853, when he was elected to the first of two terms as governor of Tennessee. He became a U.S. senator in 1857.

As a politician, Johnson identified with common citizens and attacked anyone who spoke against their interests. At the same time, he was a staunch defender of states’ rights and slavery (he owned a few slaves himself). Johnson quarreled with his fellow Democrats and became identified with the radical idea of basing political representation on the number of white persons in the area instead of counting three-fifths of the slave population (as provided for in the U.S. Constitution at that time). He also favored electing U.S. senators by popular vote, electing federal judges, and abolishing the electoral college. Johnson backed the passage of a homestead law that would grant small parcels of government-owned land in the West to settlers for free or at a nominal price, thus supporting the interests of the small farmer against the large plantation owner.

When the Democratic Party met at Charleston in April 1860, Johnson’s name was placed in nomination for the presidency by the Tennessee delegation, but any hope of his selection vanished when the party broke into sectional factions. He supported Southerner John Breckinridge in the general election; however, when senators from seceding states withdrew from Congress in late 1860 and early 1861, Johnson declared himself for the Union. It was Johnson who wrote the resolution that explained the federal government’s call to arms as solely to preserve the supremacy of the Constitution and the Union.

In March 1862 after the western half of Tennessee fell to Union forces, President Abraham Lincoln appointed Johnson military governor of Tennessee with the rank of brigadier general of volunteers and instructions to reestablish the authority of the federal government. Johnson had the difficult task of balancing the needs of the army with the political interests of a hostile population as well as trying to rally Unionists around a moderate Reconstruction policy. After Union forces had driven Confederate troops from eastern Tennessee in 1863, Johnson managed to reestablish civil government and secure, by state constitutional convention and popular vote, the abolition of slavery. Johnson viewed his experience in Tennessee as a successful example of the approach that would be necessary for the United States to follow in reconstructing the Union after the Civil War. Johnson’s success in Tennessee also made him the logical choice for Lincoln’s running mate in 1864.

When Johnson became president upon Lincoln’s assassination, he promised to continue Lincoln’s policies and retain his cabinet. Congress was not in session at the time and was not scheduled to return until December. The Republicans wanted Johnson to call Congress into special session so they could establish policy for the treatment of the conquered South. Johnson refused and decided to use the time to resolve the matter on his own.

Lincoln had favored leniency toward the South. He believed that because states could not legally secede, the Confederate states should be treated as if they had never left the Union. Therefore, as soon as 10 percent of the voting population in a state took an oath of allegiance to the Constitution and agreed to abolish slavery, the state should be allowed to establish a new state government. The Radical Republicans in Congress disagreed. They argued in the Wade-Davis Bill, passed in July 1864 but vetoed by Lincoln, that because the Southern states had seceded, they would have to apply for readmission to the Union under new terms established by Congress. Lincoln died before having to confront the Radical Republicans on this issue. Johnson proceeded to implement his own plan; he hoped to present Congress with an already readmitted South when the legislature convened in December. He almost succeeded, but his decision to let the Southern states determine their own courses of action proved to be his downfall.

Johnson suggested that Southern conventions—gathered under his interpretation of Lincoln’s plan—ought to refuse to pay their war debts, nullify their ordinances of secession, and adopt the Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery. These conditions were the least the North might have accepted, but Johnson failed to make them requirements. The result was that South Carolina repealed rather than nullified its ordinance of secession. This implied that states had a right to secede. Mississippi refused to adopt the Thirteenth Amendment, and both South Carolina and Mississippi refused to repudiate their war debts (although they were compelled to do so later). Furthermore, many of the new Southern state legislatures adopted laws, called Black Codes, that severely restricted the civil rights of free African Americans and also proceeded to allow former high-ranking Confederate officers and government officials to accept political office.
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President Andrew Johnson assumed office upon the assassination of Abraham Lincoln but was nearly driven from office for his attempts at reconciliation with the defeated South. (Library of Congress)

By the time Congress reconvened, the stage was set for a fierce battle. Johnson refused to back down or seek compromise. Radical Republicans, led by Thaddeus Stevens, refused to recognize the Southern representatives and passed various Reconstruction measures to protect the rights of the newly freed African Americans. In February 1866 Congress passed a bill to extend and strengthen the Freedmen’s Bureau. The bureau had been established for one year in 1865 to assist and protect freed slaves and settle them on abandoned lands in the South. Now Congress wanted to try in military courts anyone who attempted to deprive freedmen of their civil rights. Johnson, believing that the bill was unconstitutional, vetoed it. The attempt to override the veto failed.

Congress then passed the Civil Rights Act of 1866, which granted citizenship to African Americans. Johnson again vetoed this measure, but the bill was passed over his veto. This victory by the Radical Republicans allowed them to garner sufficient support for the passage of a new Freedmen’s Bureau bill in July 1866.

The Tenure of Office Act of 1867, passed by Congress over Johnson’s veto, set the stage for a final confrontation by prohibiting the president from dismissing his own cabinet members or other federal officeholders without the consent of the Senate. In August 1867 Johnson suspended Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, pending Senate approval. When the Senate refused to approve Johnson’s action, in February 1868 the president fired Stanton anyway. The moment Radical Republicans had been hoping for had arrived. Impeachment proceedings for high crimes and misdemeanors began in the House. Johnson was tried by the Senate in March 1868. The trial lasted until the end of May, when the motion to convict him fell 1 vote short of the required two-thirds majority, 35 to 19.

While he retained office, Johnson’s power had been sharply reduced. None of his vetoes were upheld during his last year in office. One of Johnson’s last acts as president was to grant amnesty “without limitation to all who had participated in the rebellion.”

Johnson returned to Tennessee in 1869 and was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1875. He served in one special session of Congress before his sudden death on July 31, 1875, while visiting his daughter near Carter Station, Tennessee.
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Johnson, Bradley Tyler

Birth Date: September 29, 1829

Death Date: October 5, 1903

Confederate officer. Bradley Tyler Johnson was born in Frederick, Maryland, on September 29, 1829. After graduating from the College of New Jersey (Princeton) in 1849, he studied law. He was admitted to the bar in 1851 and commenced a thriving law practice, leading to his appointment as a Maryland state attorney and chairman of the Maryland Democratic committee.

When the Civil War began, Johnson was instrumental in the formation of the Confederate 1st Maryland Infantry Regiment. He became major of the regiment, serving with it at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). On March 28, 1862, Johnson was promoted to colonel and assumed command of the 1st Maryland. His regiment was assigned to Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s command and took part in the Shenandoah Valley Campaign of May–June 1862. Johnson then saw action in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and commanded a brigade during the Second Bull Run and Maryland Campaigns (July–September 1862). Johnson was wounded at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). When he returned to duty, he performed administrative duties, commanded troops in the Richmond defenses, and briefly led a brigade in the retreat from Gettysburg. On June 28, 1864, he was promoted to brigadier general and given charge of a cavalry brigade in Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s command in the Shenandoah Valley.

In July 1864 Johnson’s brigade, along with Brigadier General John McCausland’s brigade, carried out a raid into Pennsylvania resulting in the burning of Chambersburg on July 30–31. Johnson led his brigade at the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864) and the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864) before losing his command during a consolidation of Confederate cavalry forces. He spent the remaining months of the war commanding the prisoner-of-war camp at Salisbury, North Carolina.

After the war Johnson settled in Richmond, where he established a law practice and served in the Virginia legislature. He moved to Baltimore in 1879 and wrote extensively. In 1899 Johnson moved to Amelia Court House, Virginia, where he died on October 5, 1903.
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Johnson, Bushrod Rust

Birth Date: October 7, 1817

Death Date: September 12, 1880

Confederate officer. Bushrod Rust Johnson was born in Belmont County, Ohio, on October 7, 1817. Raised as a Quaker in an abolitionist family, he seemed an unlikely candidate to be a Confederate Army officer; he was also one of only a few Confederate generals born and raised in the North. Johnson was commissioned in the infantry upon graduation in 1840 from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. He served in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and was promoted to first lieutenant in 1844. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he saw action in northern Mexico and then took station at Veracruz, but he was forced to resign from the military in October 1847 upon being implicated in a plan to sell contraband goods. Johnson then taught at the Western Military Institute in Georgetown, Kentucky, before becoming a professor of engineering at the University of Nashville in 1855.

After the beginning of the Civil War, Johnson was commissioned a colonel of engineers in the Provisional Army of Tennessee; in early July he received the same rank in the Confederate Army. Charged with the construction of Fort Henry on the Tennessee River and Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River in Tennessee, he was promoted to brigadier general on January 25, 1862. Johnson briefly commanded the fort until the arrival of Brigadier General Gideon J. Pillow, who outranked him. Johnson then commanded a division in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) but eluded capture by escaping through the Union lines.

Johnson commanded a brigade during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) but was severely wounded by a shell. Upon his recovery, he led his brigade in General Braxton Bragg’s invasion of Kentucky (August–October 1862). Johnson saw combat in the Battle of Perryville (October 8), where he had five horses killed under him; the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863); the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863); and the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), in which he was again conspicuous. After the latter battle, Johnson was among 11 Confederate generals who signed a petition recommending Bragg’s replacement. Johnson then took part in Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863).

Promoted to major general on May 21, 1864, Johnson’s remaining Confederate service was in General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, with which Johnson played a major role in the defense of the Richmond-Petersburg area. During the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), his division took a prominent role in the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864), although Johnson was criticized for his own role.

Johnson’s division fought in the Battle of White Oak Road (March 31, 1865) and the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865) and during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9). The division was shattered in the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865), although Johnson himself escaped. He was paroled with the remainder of the army at Appomattox Court House.

Following the war, Johnson was a professor and then cochancellor of the University of Nashville with fellow Confederate general Edmund Kirby Smith. In poor health, Johnson retired in 1875 to a farm in Brighton, Illinois, where he died on September 12, 1880.
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Johnson, Edward

Birth Date: April 16, 1816

Death Date: March 2, 1873

Confederate officer. Edward Johnson was born on April 16, 1816, in Salisbury, Virginia, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the infantry, he experienced quick promotion to first lieutenant in 1839. He saw service during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), receiving two brevets for the Mexico City Campaign. Promoted to captain in 1851, he served mostly on the frontier until June 1861, when he resigned his commission to join the Confederate cause. He then became colonel of the 12th Georgia Infantry Regiment and led his troops to victory at the Battle of Allegheny Mountain (December 13, 1861), for which he gained the nickname “Allegheny.” A few days later he was made a brigadier general.

Johnson participated in Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) but was wounded badly in the foot during the Battle of McDowell (May 8, 1862). He did not return to active duty until the winter of 1863, at which time he was advanced to major general on February 28. After the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Johnson took command of a division in II Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, leading it during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and the Overland Campaign (May–June 1864).

On May 12, 1864, in an action at the Bloody Angle near Spotsylvania Court House, Johnson and his command were outmaneuvered, and he was among those taken prisoner. Exchanged several months later, Johnson joined the Army of Tennessee during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). On December 16 he was again captured during the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864). Imprisoned at the Old Capitol Prison in Washington, D.C., Johnson was released in July 1865 and returned to Virginia, where he became a farmer. He died in Richmond on March 2, 1873.
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Johnson, George Washington

Birth Date: May 27, 1811

Death Date: April 8, 1862

Confederate governor of Kentucky (November 20, 1861–April 8, 1862). George Washington Johnson was born on May 27, 1811, in Georgetown, Kentucky. A graduate of Transylvania University, from which he earned three degrees (AB, 1829; LLB, 1832; and MA, 1832), he worked briefly as a lawyer but soon devoted most of his time to managing his family’s landholdings in Kentucky and Arkansas. From 1838 to 1840, he served in Kentucky’s legislature as a Democrat.

Johnson was not an avid proponent of Southern secession, but he believed that once enough states did secede from the Union a conflict was virtually unavoidable and that Kentucky should then join the Confederacy. After the war began, Johnson tried to assist Governor Beriah Magoffin in keeping the state neutral, and it was Johnson who in August 1861 personally visited Confederate president Jefferson Davis, asking him to honor Kentucky’s neutrality proclamation. The next month when Confederate forces invaded Kentucky and neutrality was broken, Johnson began to organize an effort to form a Confederate Kentucky government.

The resulting Russellville Convention, over which Johnson presided, was held at Russellville, Kentucky, on October 29–30, 1861. The convention quickly denounced Kentucky’s Union government, severed all ties with the U.S. government, and formed a provisional government, with Johnson as governor. He took office on November 20. He moved the seat of government to Bowling Green and applied for admittance to the Confederate States of America, which was granted on December 10.

The Confederate government of Kentucky could accomplish little, however, with Union troops in the state and much of the region under Union control. In February 1862 Johnson and most government officials were compelled to flee the state, and Kentucky’s rump regime became a government in exile.

During the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Johnson insisted on serving as a civilian aide to Brigadier General John C. Breckinridge. Johnson ended up seeing combat, and after the end of the first day of fighting, he was sworn in as a private in the 4th Kentucky Infantry Regiment’s Company E. When the battle resumed the following day, Johnson was seriously wounded by small arms fire. He died on April 8, 1862, not far from the battlefield. He was succeeded as governor by Richard Hawes.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Breckinridge, John Cabell; Kentucky; Magoffin, Beriah; Shiloh, Battle of

Further Reading

Brown, Kent Masterson, ed. The Civil War in Kentucky: Battle for the Bluegrass. Mason City, IA: Savas, 2000.

Harrison, Lowell Hayes, ed. Kentucky’s Governors. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2004.

_______________________

Johnson, Herschel Vespasian

Birth Date: September 18, 1812

Death Date: August 16, 1880

Confederate politician. Herschel Vespasian Johnson was born in Burke County, Georgia, on September 18, 1812. He attended the University of Georgia, graduating in 1834. That same year Johnson was admitted to the bar. The following year he moved to a plantation known as Sandy Grove; he subsequently relocated to Louisville, Georgia, to practice law.

Johnson ran unsuccessfully for Congress in 1843 and for governor of Georgia in 1847. From 1848 to 1849, he served in the U.S. Senate as an appointee to replace Walter S. Colquitt, who had resigned his seat. Johnson went on to serve as a superior court judge in Georgia and was governor of Georgia from 1853 to 1857.

Unlike many of his Southern contemporaries, Johnson was a moderate force in the growing sectional crisis. Although an ardent advocate of states’ rights, he did not believe that secession was the answer to the growing crisis; indeed, he thought that a confederation of Southern states was bound to fail. In 1860 he was the running mate of Democratic presidential candidate Stephen A. Douglas, a move that angered many Southerners, who believed that Johnson was selling out to the anti-Southern lobby. When Republican Abraham Lincoln won the presidency in 1860, Johnson urged his fellow Southerners to proceed with great caution. Indeed, he argued that Lincoln should be allowed time to achieve a compromise that might avert war. Nevertheless, Johnson reluctantly voted for Georgia’s secession in 1861.

In November 1862, Johnson left his plantation to serve in the Confederate Congress. He strongly opposed Confederate president Jefferson Davis’s policies and was an opponent of the arming of slaves, impressment, the suspension of habeas corpus, and taxation except on income. In early 1863 Johnson proposed an amendment that would have allowed states to peaceably leave the Confederacy. The measure was never approved, however. By 1864, he was among those Southern legislators who advocated a negotiated end to the war while insisting that the Confederacy maintain its independence from the Union.

By the end of the war, Johnson faced hard times financially. After being granted a pardon from President Andrew Johnson, Johnson served as the president of Georgia’s constitutional convention. In 1866 after being appointed a U.S. senator by the state legislature following an acrimonious fight, he was not permitted to take his seat. Johnson then gave up his political career, returned to law, and served as a circuit court judge until his death at Louisville, Georgia, on August 16, 1880.
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Johnson, Reverdy

Birth Date: May 21, 1796

Death Date: February 10, 1876

Noted attorney and politician. Reverdy Johnson was born on May 21, 1796, in Annapolis, Maryland, and graduated from St. John’s College in 1811. He served briefly in the War of 1812, studied law under his father, and was admitted to the Maryland bar in 1816. Johnson served as a state senator in 1821 and 1828 but devoted most of his time to his law practice.

By the late 1820s, Johnson was in demand as a corporate attorney. He joined the Whig Party and in 1845 was elected to the U.S. Senate, where he supported President James K. Polk’s decision to go to war against Mexico in 1846 but broke with the president over the annexation of Mexican territory. Johnson feared that any expansion would open the question of slavery in new lands. He opposed slavery and emancipated the slaves he inherited.

In 1849 Johnson resigned his Senate seat and joined President Zachary Taylor’s cabinet as attorney general. After Taylor’s unexpected death, Johnson and the other members of the cabinet resigned on July 20, 1850, to allow President Millard Fillmore to name his own men.

Johnson continued to work on important legal cases. In 1857 he served on the defense team in the Dred Scott case. Johnson presented the constitutional argument that Congress had no power to prohibit slavery in the territories. His reasoning, along with his close friendship with Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, was credited with convincing the U.S. Supreme Court to follow that argument.
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Reverdy Johnson was one of the most respected constitutional lawyers of the 19th century. A Democrat, he nonetheless supported President Abraham Lincoln and helped keep Maryland in the Union during the Civil War. (Hulton Archive/Getty Images)

Johnson became a Democrat after the collapse of the Whig Party; however, after Abraham Lincoln was elected in 1860, Johnson supported him and the Union. Johnson’s speeches helped to keep Maryland in the Union; he also attended the unsuccessful Washington Peace Conference in February 1861. He was elected to the U.S. Senate again in 1862.

In the Senate, Johnson favored a moderate approach to Reconstruction, including compensation for freed slaves. He also criticized the expansion of federal power and argued against the suspension of habeas corpus. After Lincoln’s 1865 assassination, Johnson generally supported President Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction plans. Reverdy Johnson broke with the president on practical grounds after the Radical Republicans became dominant in Congress, however. Johnson nevertheless helped to persuade members of the Senate to vote for an acquittal during the president’s impeachment trial. In return, in 1868 Johnson was appointed minister to Great Britain, where he helped lay the groundwork for the settlement of the Alabama Claims.

Johnson returned to his legal practice in 1869 and continued to argue high-profile cases. His most important case was United States v. Cruikshank (1875). Here Johnson successfully argued that the enforcement clause of the Fourteenth Amendment applied only to states, not individuals, a line of reasoning that the Supreme Court accepted. Johnson died on February 10, 1876, in Annapolis, Maryland.

TIM J. WATTS

See also

Alabama Claims; Dred Scott Case; Fourteenth Amendment; Johnson, Andrew; Radical Republicans; Washington Peace Conference

Further Reading

Steiner, Bernard. Life of Reverdy Johnson. 1914; reprint, New York: Russell and Russell, 1970.

_______________________

Johnson, Richard W.

Birth Date: February 7, 1827

Death Date: April 21, 1897

Union officer. Richard W. Johnson was born on February 7, 1827, in Livingston County, Kentucky. An 1849 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, Johnson was commissioned a second lieutenant of infantry, transferring to the new 2nd Cavalry in 1855 as a first lieutenant. He served on the Texas frontier, earning promotion to captain in 1856, and remained there until the Civil War began in 1861. Johnson was then ordered to Washington, D.C., and was assigned with securing the upper Potomac River. He performed this duty until the end of August, when he was appointed lieutenant colonel of a Kentucky cavalry regiment, eventually designated the 5th Kentucky Cavalry. In October, Johnson was appointed brigadier general of volunteers in the Army of the Ohio.

Illness caused Johnson to miss much of the early campaigning in 1862, but he recovered in time to command his brigade during the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862). Johnson’s next assignment was to protect the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, but his men were defeated, and he was captured by Colonel John Hunt Morgan’s cavalry on August 21.

After being exchanged, on December 1 Johnson was assigned to command a division in XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland. His division was overrun by Confederate forces at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). Johnson participated in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and fought at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863).

Johnson’s division took part in the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863) and in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Johnson was severely wounded on May 28 during the Battle of Dallas (May 24–June 4, 1864). In August he returned to duty as commander of the Cavalry Corps, Army of the Cumberland, and beginning in November he led a division of cavalry in the Military Division of the Mississippi. He fought at the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864), and his gallantry was rewarded with brevet promotions to major general of volunteers and to brigadier general and major general in the regular establishment.

Mustering out of the volunteers in January 1866, Johnson reverted to his regular rank of major, in the 4th Cavalry. He held various staff positions before leaving the army in 1867. During that time he also wrote Memoir of General George Thomas: A Soldier’s Reminiscences of War and Peace (1866) as well as manuals for the Sharps rifle and the Colt revolver. He later taught military science at the University of Missouri and the State University of Minnesota, retiring in 1871. Johnson died on April 21, 1897, in St. Paul, Minnesota.
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Johnson’s Island Prison, Ohio

Union prisoner-of-war camp opened in February 1862. Johnson’s Island Prison was constructed at a cost of $32,000 and was situated on a small island in Sandusky Bay (Lake Erie), approximately 1 mile offshore and 2.5 miles from Sandusky, Ohio. The island encompassed some 300 acres, almost half of which was forested. The facility itself covered 40 acres located along the shoreline. The prison was initially intended to hold about 1,000 internees. The prison’s location was ideal because its remoteness from land made escape difficult. It was also close to major railheads through which prisoners could be processed.

The facilities were typical of the day. Each barracks building held 180 men, divided into three large rooms. The buildings measured 125 feet long and 24 feet wide; walls were 9 feet high. The cluster of barracks buildings was surrounded by a high fence with a catwalk on the top and sentinel posts. In addition to the barracks, there were two mess halls, a hospital, a laundry facility, and a blockhouse outfitted with a howitzer. Guards lived on the premises in a separate area. Union Army major (later lieutenant colonel) William S. Pierson commanded the prison.

In February 1862, the first captured Confederates began arriving at Johnson’s Island Prison; by the summer, there were already more prisoners than the facility had been designed to hold. Several more barracks buildings were hastily constructed. Prisoners reported that their housing was adequate, but they suffered from perennial shortages of food and clothes, especially during the winter months. Unlike a number of Civil War prisons, the facility’s population was made up almost entirely of Confederate officers, including at least 7 generals. By January 1863 the prison population had reached 2,000, and by February 1863 it was 2,300. This necessitated the use of tents for a number of inmates, which made life difficult during northern Ohio’s frigid weather.

In spite of the spartan accommodations, Johnson’s Island was thought to be one of the best of the Union prisoner-of-war facilities. It had a low death rate, and no major outbreaks of communicable diseases were reported during the prison’s existence. Prisoners organized their own government, held debates, and offered music, dance, and language lessons. There were some attempted escapes, but only a few succeeded. Although there were plans for a raid on the facility by Confederates from Canada, no such event occurred. In April 1865, Johnson’s Island held some 3,000 prisoners. By the end of June only a few remained, and by August 1 the facility had been emptied and closed.
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Johnsonville, Tennessee, Forrest’s Raid on

Start Date: October 19, 1864

End Date: November 9, 1864

Confederate attack on Union supply lines in Tennessee. In the autumn of 1864, Confederate major general Nathan Bedford Forrest raided into western Tennessee to disrupt the flow of supplies to Major General William T. Sherman’s Union army in Georgia. By this time, Sherman was in the final stages of planning for his March to the Sea (November 15–December 22, 1864). Forrest’s objective was an assault on the Union supply depot at Johnsonville on the Tennessee River, a key link along the river and railroad network that carried goods to Nashville, the Union’s main supply base in the western theater.

Forrest set out from Corinth, Mississippi, on October 19. Two days later he arrived at Jackson, Tennessee, where he left behind those soldiers whose horses were unfit for service. Forrest resumed his march on October 24 with fewer than 3,000 men. On October 28, Forrest’s advance units under Brigadier General Abraham Buford reached the Tennessee River and positioned their artillery along the bank.

The next day, a steamboat towing a loaded barge appeared. Confederate artillery fire forced it aground, causing the crew to flee. The Confederates then seized the cargo of food, clothing, and shoes and drove off three Union gunboats that had come to the rescue. Buford ordered the vessels burned to prevent their recapture.

Another Union steamboat, the Anna, came down from Johnsonville on October 30. Its captain raised a white flag after coming under fire before he increased speed and escaped. When the captain reached Paducah, Kentucky, and reported the Confederate activities, Union officials halted all shipments to Johnsonville.

The Anna’s escort, the gunboat Undine, had meanwhile turned back before reaching the Confederate positions but returned to assist. While the Undine exchanged fire with the Confederate shore batteries, two more steamboats entered the gauntlet. The Confederates captured and burned the J. W. Cheeseman before unleashing a barrage of artillery and small arms fire that forced the Undine’s crew to abandon their ship and the steamboat Venus to surrender.

Forrest arrived on October 31 and decided to use the captured vessels to support his attack on Johnsonville. He assigned crews to both, and they steamed toward Johnsonville on November 2 while Confederate soldiers advanced along the riverbank. However, the two vessels got ahead of the land forces, and Union gunboats attacked them. The Confederates abandoned the Venus, while the Undine escaped to the protection of the artillery positions.

During the night of November 3–4, Forrest placed his artillery in concealed positions opposite Johnsonville. The next morning Union gunboats attacked and forced the Confederates to burn the Undine, but they could not overcome the Southern field artillery. That afternoon, Forrest’s guns opened fire on the supply base. The bombardment set fire to the three defending gunboats as well as the goods heaped along the waterfront. Fearing that the vessels at the depot would fall into Confederate hands, the Union commander ordered them burned.

His task accomplished, Forrest withdrew that night, returning to Corinth on November 10. At a cost of only 2 killed and 9 wounded, he had destroyed 4 gunboats, 14 steamboats, and 20 barges and had taken 150 prisoners. Union officials estimated the value of the supplies destroyed at $2.2 million, a staggering sum in 1864. Although the raid inflicted heavy damage, it had no impact on Sherman’s operations.
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Johnston, Albert Sidney

Birth Date: February 2, 1803

Death Date: April 6, 1862

Confederate officer. Born in Washington, Kentucky, on February 2, 1803, Albert Sidney Johnston attended Transylvania University before entering the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, graduating in 1826. He served in the Black Hawk War but in 1834 resigned his commission to return to Kentucky to care for his wife, who was dying of tuberculosis. They moved to Texas, where Johnston took up farming. In 1836 Henrietta Johnston finally succumbed, and when the Texas War of Independence broke out, Albert Sidney Johnston enlisted as a private in the Texas Army. He rose rapidly in rank and by January 1837 was senior brigadier general commanding the Texas Army. He had held the job for scarcely a week, however, when Brigadier General Felix Huston, feeling slighted by Johnston’s promotion, challenged him to a duel. Johnston refused to fire on Huston, who shot him in the pelvis, putting him out of action and out of the job. Johnston subsequently served as Texas’s secretary of war before resigning and returning to farming.

In the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Johnston commanded Texas volunteers. After the war, Johnston returned to the regular U.S. Army as a major and paymaster. In 1855, with his old West Point friend Jefferson Davis serving as secretary of war, Johnston was appointed colonel of the newly formed 2nd U.S. Cavalry Regiment, an elite unit of handpicked officers including Robert E. Lee, William J. Hardee, George Thomas, Earl Van Dorn, and John Bell Hood. In 1857 Johnston commanded U.S. forces in the confrontation known as the Mormon War, for which he received a brevet to brigadier general. In 1860 he received appointment to command the Department of the Pacific, headquartered in San Francisco, California.

In April 1861 Johnston learned of the secession of Texas and submitted his resignation from the U.S. Army. In June he started east, traveling overland, and reached Richmond in early September. Confederate president Jefferson Davis commissioned him a full general, the Confederacy’s highest-ranking field commander, and assigned him to direct all northward-facing defenses west of the Appalachian Mountains.

Johnston took over a difficult situation. A Confederate blunder just before his arrival had changed Kentucky from neutral to mostly Unionist, opening the way for a Union invasion of Tennessee’s long and almost indefensible northern border. Johnston’s Department No. 2 was short of troops and even more short of weapons to arm them. He deployed his available forces in southern Kentucky in hopes of protecting Tennessee: a small force near Mill Springs in eastern Kentucky, his main army near Bowling Green, and a major garrison in a fortified position on the east bank of the Mississippi River at Columbus, Kentucky. Between Columbus and Bowling Green, two forts guarded access to the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers.

In the early months of 1862, Johnston’s defensive perimeter was tested and collapsed. In the Battle of Mill Springs (January 18, 1962), also known as the Battle of Logan’s Crossroads, a Union force routed a Confederate detachment. On February 6, Fort Henry on the Tennessee River surrendered to a joint Union army and navy force under Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote. This opened the Tennessee River to Union penetration all the way to northern Alabama, rendering Bowling Green and Columbus untenable.
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Albert S. Johnston was the Confederacy’s highest ranking field commander at the start of the Civil War. As commander of Confederate forces west of the Appalachians, he orchestrated an assault on Union forces at Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee, but was killed in the ensuing Battle of Shiloh on April 6, 1862. (Library of Congress)

Fort Donelson, on the Cumberland River, was Grant’s obvious next target. Should it fall immediately, Union control of the Cumberland would cut off the retreat of Johnston’s main force from Bowling Green. He therefore sent infantry reinforcements—the only kind he had available—to the fort so that once the gunboats made it untenable, the garrison would be strong enough to fight its way out and rejoin Johnston south of Nashville. At first, all went according to plan. The fort’s defenders beat off the attack of the gunboats. The next day the garrison made a successful breakout attack. Then, however, the garrison commander inexplicably ordered his men back into the fort. Grant restored his encircling lines more tightly than ever. On February 16 Fort Donelson surrendered, and 15,000 Confederate troops went into captivity.

The debacle at Fort Donelson cost Johnston manpower that he could not afford to lose but did buy the necessary time for his army to escape entrapment north of the Cumberland and allowed him to reunite all the forces in his department (except those west of the Mississippi who could not get there in time) at the important northern Mississippi rail junction town of Corinth, only 20 miles from Grant’s new encampment on the west bank of the Tennessee River and his obvious next target. Johnston’s plan was to strike Grant before he could be joined by the Union army of Major General Don Carlos Buell, marching overland from Nashville.

Learning on April 1 of Buell’s approach, Johnston put his army in motion toward Grant’s camp at Pittsburg Landing. Rain and the inexperience of the troops delayed the attack until the morning of April 6, beginning the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). General P. G. T. Beauregard, second-in-command, altered Johnston’s original plan of attack (whether with or without Johnston’s approval is unclear), yet by midmorning Johnston believed, mistakenly, that he had succeeded in tearing Grant’s left loose from the Tennessee River and would soon push the Federals into a pocket formed by impenetrable swamps. Leading an assault aimed at accomplishing that purpose at around 2:30 that afternoon, Johnston received a mortal wound. He was the highest-ranking officer on either side to fall in battle.
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Johnston, George Doherty

Birth Date: May 30, 1842

Death Date: December 8, 1910

Confederate officer. George Doherty Johnston was born on May 30, 1842, in Hillsborough, North Carolina, but was raised in Alabama. Educated at Howard College (Alabama) and Cumberland Law School (Tennessee), he commenced a law practice in Marion, Alabama, serving as that town’s mayor (1856–1857). During 1857–1858 he held a seat in the Alabama House of Representatives.

When the Civil War began, Johnston enlisted as a second lieutenant in the 4th Alabama Infantry Regiment. He saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). He then returned to Alabama to attend to family business.

In January 1862 Johnston returned to active duty as a major in the 25th Alabama Infantry Regiment. He saw action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he made a favorable impression and earned promotion to lieutenant colonel. Johnston was involved in the subsequent defense of Corinth and the autumn invasion of Kentucky. He commanded the regiment and fought at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). Remaining with the Army of Tennessee for the duration of the war, Johnston was finally elevated to colonel of the 25th Alabama in September 1863 and saw action during the Chickamauga Campaign (August–September 1863), the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), and the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). On July 26, 1864, Johnston was advanced to brigadier general.

At the Battle of Ezra Church (July 28, 1864), Johnston sustained a serious leg wound. Nevertheless, he participated in the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864), albeit on crutches. During Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865), Johnston commanded a division during the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21), shortly after which the army was reorganized and Johnston lost his command. He was en route to Alabama when hostilities ended.

Upon the war’s conclusion, Johnston served as commandant of cadets at the University of Alabama and also as superintendent of the Military College of South Carolina (the Citadel). After a stint as a U.S. civil service commissioner, he returned to Alabama and served in the Alabama Senate. Johnston died in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, on December 8, 1910.
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Johnston, Harriet Rebecca Lane

Birth Date: May 9, 1830

Death Date: July 3, 1903

Niece of President James Buchanan and de facto first lady of the United States from 1857 to 1861. Harriet Rebecca Lane was born on May 9, 1830, in Mercersburg, Pennsylvania. Orphaned at age 11, Lane requested that her uncle, James Buchanan, become her legal guardian. Buchanan, a lifelong bachelor who had always been fond of his niece, agreed. Buchanan enrolled Lane in several prestigious boarding schools as well as an academy in Washington, D.C. Buchanan’s position as a U.S. senator, diplomat, and secretary of state quickly acculturated Lane to Washington’s elite social circles, and she quickly became a gracious hostess.

In 1857 when Buchanan became president, he took his niece to the White House, where for the next four years she acted as the official hostess and de facto first lady. Pretty, fashionable, witty, and poised, Lane influenced fashion trends, as her hair and clothing styles were emulated across the country. Lane used her position to advance certain social causes, including the improvement of living conditions for Indians residing on reservations. Because of her social agenda and great popularity, many historians consider her to be the nation’s first modern first lady. Because her uncle’s tenure coincided with strident sectional divisions, she wisely oversaw seating arrangements at White House affairs, taking care to ensure that political enemies were kept far apart. Indeed, Lane was viewed by many as a bright spot in an otherwise somber and divisive political era.

Lane did not marry until 1866, when she was betrothed to Henry Elliot Johnston. The couple had two children. A patron of the arts and a champion of a national art gallery, Rebecca Lane Johnston collected many works of arts during her lifetime and donated all of them to the Smithsonian Institution upon her death. Her collection was the genesis for the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. She died in Narragansett, Rhode Island, on July 3, 1903.
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Johnston, Joseph Eggleston

Birth Date: February 3, 1807

Death Date: March 21, 1891

Confederate officer. Born in Farmville, Virginia, on February 3, 1807, Joseph Eggleston Johnston graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1829 and served in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning numerous brevets. An engineer by training, he took part in John Wesley Powell’s Florida Expedition and served in varying roles with the Topographical Engineers, rising steadily through the ranks to major. In 1855 Johnston was promoted to lieutenant colonel in the new 1st Cavalry Regiment. In 1860, making use of family connections to the secretary of war, Johnston won appointment as quartermaster general of the U.S. Army with the staff rank of brigadier general.

When Virginia seceded, Johnston resigned his commission and went first into state and then into Confederate service as a brigadier general, commanding the defenses of the Shenandoah Valley. When Union forces threatened Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard’s Confederate army at Manassas Junction, Virginia, President Jefferson Davis ordered Johnston to take his troops to join Beauregard. The presence of Johnston’s command was the key factor in the Confederate victory at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

In September 1861, Davis released his five nominations for the rank of full general. Johnston was furious to find himself fourth on the list. Confederate law stipulated that officers leaving the U.S. Army to join the Confederate Army have the same relative rank in the new service, and Johnston believed that his rank as brigadier general made him the highest-ranking U.S. general to enter Confederate service. What Johnston overlooked in the law—but Davis did not—was a stipulation that previous staff rank would count for staff appointments in the Confederate service but not for appointments to the line. Since Johnston’s Confederate appointment was to the line, his rank was based on his previous highest line rank in the U.S. service, and his standing among Confederate generals was correct. Nevertheless, Johnston sent Davis a 15-page abusive letter. Perhaps unwisely, Davis retained Johnston in his command.

[image: image]

Confederate general Joseph Johnston possessed excellent leadership qualities and was popular with his men throughout the Civil War but has remained a controversial figure for his actions during the 1863 Vicksburg and 1864 Atlanta campaigns. (National Archives)

In the spring of 1862, Johnston made an unforced precipitate withdrawal from the outskirts of Washington, D.C., where the Confederate army had wintered, to a position behind the Rappahannock River, causing unnecessary loss of supplies and equipment and further annoying Davis, particularly since Johnston had failed to keep the government apprised of his plans.

When Major General George McClellan’s Union army landed on the Virginia Peninsula east of Richmond, Johnston dissented strongly from Davis’s decision to defend the peninsula, preferring instead to retreat immediately to the outskirts of Richmond. In effect this was exactly what he did, retreating without fighting or informing the president of his intentions. Under strong pressure from Davis not to give up Richmond without a fight, Johnston attacked McClellan in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). Late in the badly bungled attack, Johnston was wounded and had to yield command of the army.

By November, when Johnston was marginally able to return to duty, General Robert E. Lee was firmly ensconced as the commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, and Davis assigned Johnston to command of the region between the Appalachians and the Mississippi River, where he was to supervise the armies of General Braxton Bragg in Tennessee and Lieutenant John C. Pemberton in Mississippi. Johnston immediately complained that the assignment was poorly conceived. As before, he did not communicate sufficiently with Davis or fulfill his responsibilities in the way the president desired. When Davis intervened with direct orders for the movement of troops, Johnston’s resentment grew.

In May 1863, Davis sent Johnston to Mississippi to direct Pemberton in the defense of the state against the Union offensive of Major General Ulysses S. Grant. Johnston went but immediately announced that he was too late and could do nothing. Throughout the siege of Vicksburg, Johnston made no effort to relieve the stronghold despite heavy reinforcements and constant urging from Richmond.

Despite his displeasure with Johnston’s performance in 1863, Davis assigned him to command the Army of Tennessee at Dalton, Georgia, after Bragg’s defeat at Chattanooga. In the months that followed, Johnston resisted Davis’s urging to take the offensive. Major General William T. Sherman’s Union armies advanced in May, and Johnston fell back again and again in the face of Sherman’s skillful turning maneuvers. By July, with Sherman on the outskirts of Atlanta and Johnston offering no assurance that he would give battle before giving up the city, Davis relieved him of command.

During the closing months of the war Davis, at Lee’s behest, placed Johnston in command of the Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia, charged with impeding Sherman’s advance northward through the Carolinas. By this time little could be done, but on March 19 Johnston launched an attack—only his second of the war—against one wing of Sherman’s forces at Bentonville, North Carolina. After limited initial success, Union troops beat off the attack, and Johnston narrowly escaped the entrapment and destruction of his army. After Lee’s surrender at Appomattox, Johnston surrendered to Sherman at Durham Station, North Carolina, on April 18, 1865.

Johnston subsequently worked in the insurance business and lived in several cities throughout the South. His 1874 memoirs were an attempt to vindicate his Civil War record. He later served two terms in the U.S. House of Representatives, and he served as railroad commissioner in the first Grover Cleveland administration. Johnston died in Washington, D.C., on March 21, 1891.
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Johnston, Robert Daniel

Birth Date: March 19, 1837

Death Date: February 1, 1919

Confederate officer. Robert Daniel Johnston was born on March 19, 1837, in Lincoln County, North Carolina. After graduating from the University of North Carolina in 1857, he studied law at the University of Virginia and then commenced a legal practice in his home state. Already a militia lieutenant, in July 1861 Johnston was commissioned a captain in the 23rd North Carolina Infantry Regiment. He saw considerable action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was conspicuous at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862). On May 21 he was advanced to lieutenant colonel of the 23rd North Carolina. Wounded at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), he next saw combat during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862). During the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), his regiment held the Confederate center along the Bloody Lane. Johnston commanded the 12th North Carolina Infantry at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), during which he performed ably.

After returning to the 23rd North Carolina, Johnston saw action in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where he was wounded on the first day of fighting. Advanced to brigadier general to date from September 1, 1863, he was given command of a North Carolina brigade. He subsequently saw much action in Virginia, from the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) to the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Johnston was also on hand for the major battles of Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Briefly leading a division at Petersburg, Johnston was then assigned recruiting duties. During the closing months of the war he was in North Carolina.

When the war ended, Johnston practiced law in Charlotte before becoming a banker in Birmingham, Alabama, and Winchester, Virginia. He died in Winchester on February 1, 1919.
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Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War

Congressional joint committee created in December 1861 to scrutinize and bolster the Union war effort. Chaired by Senator Benjamin Wade, a Radical Republican, the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War (JCCW) aspired to check the executive branch during the Civil War and stem corruption in such areas as procurement and officer assignments. The immediate impetus for the JCCW stemmed from the numerous military reversals and defeats suffered by the Union Army during the last half of 1861. In practice, the JCCW often served as a Radical Republican mouthpiece to push for emancipation, advocate a more aggressive military strategy, and press for more punitive terms for Confederate capitulation and Reconstruction policies, which were often at odds with President Abraham Lincoln’s ideas.

Because Congress was dominated by Republicans, they largely controlled the committee. There was only one Democratic senator and one Democratic representative on the committee. The committee’s senatorial members included Republicans Wade (Ohio) and Zachariah Chandler (Michigan) and Democrat Andrew Johnson (Tennessee), who was replaced by Joseph Wright (Indiana) in March 1862. House members included Republicans George Julian (Indiana), John Covode (Pennsylvania), and Daniel Gooch (Massachusetts) and Democrat Moses F. Odell (New York).

The committee’s attempt to micromanage the war effort through voluminous testimony, constant criticism of Lincoln and his military leaders, partisan tirades, and atrocious propaganda produced mixed results. The JCCW investigated the early Union reversal at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and also analyzed key military decisions, including Lincoln’s order rescinding Major General John C. Frémont’s July 1861 emancipation order in the western theater; the appointment of Major General George McClellan, a Democrat, to command the Army of the Potomac; and Major General George Meade’s failure to pursue Robert E. Lee immediately after the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Most JCCW hearings favored commanders who preferred bolder offensive actions and were ideologically aligned with the Radical Republicans. With little knowledge of military affairs but with an affinity for manipulating the popular media, the committee’s conclusions were often naive, simplistic, partisan diatribes and did little more than muddle the public’s understanding of the conflict and deepen the rift between politicians and professional soldiers. Despite conceding to the JCCW on a few issues, Lincoln artfully outmaneuvered the committee, and in effect the Radicals, through his own ability to garner public support and shape public opinion.

Perhaps the JCCW’s most controversial and important investigation occurred following the Battle of Fort Pillow (April 12, 1864). As the Northern will to prosecute the war waned in 1864 and the fight between Lincoln and the Radicals began in earnest over Reconstruction, the committee’s investigation into the deaths of many black soldiers and Southern Unionists at Fort Pillow sought to illustrate the depravity of slave society, demonstrate that the South was unworthy of Lincoln’s conciliatory policies, and advocate for greater African American enlistments. The Fort Pillow Massacre Report compelled Lincoln to end prisoner exchanges and expand efforts to recruit black soldiers (measures already under consideration) and sustained the public’s will to continue the war while laying the psychological groundwork for Radical Reconstruction.
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Jomini’s Treatise on Grand Military Operations
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Jones, Catesby ap Roger

Birth Date: April 15, 1821

Death Date: June 20, 1877

Confederate naval officer. Born on April 15, 1821, in Clark County, Virginia, Catesby ap Roger Jones entered the navy as a midshipman on June 18, 1836. He served in the Pacific with the East India Squadron and in 1841 joined the Depot of Charts in Washington, D.C. He was advanced to passed midshipman on July 1, 1842. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served in the Pacific without seeing much action. Promoted to master on September 14, 1848, and to lieutenant on May 12, 1849, he took a lengthy leave and traveled to Paris, where he was injured during the December 1851 coup d’état of President Louis Napoleon Bonaparte.

Returning home in 1853, Jones assisted Lieutenant John A. Dahlgren with experiments on the latter’s new cannon. At Dahlgren’s request in early 1856, Jones became the ordnance and watch officer in the screw steam frigate Merrimack. He was an ordnance officer during the navy’s 1858 Paraguayan expedition.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Jones resigned his commission in the U.S. Navy on April 17, 1861. Commissioned a lieutenant in the Confederate Navy, he took command of the Confederate defenses at Jamestown Island on the James River. In mid-November 1861 he became executive and ordnance officer aboard CSS Virginia (formerly USS Merrimack), being rebuilt as an ironclad warship. Jones oversaw the completion and arming of the ironclad and recruited and trained its officers and crew.

During the first day of the Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862), the Virginia wreaked havoc on the Union blockading force in Chesapeake Bay. When Captain Franklin Buchanan was wounded, Jones assumed command and, on Buchanan’s orders, caused the destruction of the frigate Congress. Jones remained in command of the ironclad the next day when it dueled with the Union ironclad Monitor. He remained the Virginia’s executive officer until it was scuttled to prevent capture in May 1862.

Promoted to commander in 1863, Jones commanded the Confederate gunboat Chattahoochee at Columbus, Georgia; the naval works at Charlotte, North Carolina; and the Confederate naval gun foundry and ordnance works at Selma, Alabama, where he remained until the end of the war.

After the war Jones worked for a short time in South America, where several nations sought his ordnance expertise. Retiring with his family to Selma, Jones was shot and killed in a domestic quarrel with a neighbor on June 20, 1877.
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Jones, Charles Colcock, Jr.

Birth Date: October 28, 1831

Death Date: July 19, 1893

Confederate officer and historian. Charles Colcock Jones Jr. was born in Savannah, Georgia, on October 28, 1831, the son of a wealthy planter and Presbyterian minister. Jones was privately tutored and spent his boyhood on plantations in Lamar County. He graduated from the College of New Jersey (Princeton) in 1852, and in 1855 he received a law degree from Harvard University. Jones returned to Savannah and practiced law for six years. During that time, he was a city alderman and then mayor (1860–1861). He declined a second term as mayor to join the Confederate military.

On July 31, 1861, Jones enlisted as a captain in the Chatham Artillery, Savannah’s oldest volunteer company, that was stationed on the Georgia coast. In the autumn of 1862, he was promoted to lieutenant colonel. During the siege of Charleston in June 1862, Jones commanded the field artillery on James Island.

Jones was chief of artillery for the Military District of Georgia during Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and during the Siege of Savannah (December 9–21), which he detailed in his Historical Sketches of the Chatham Artillery (1867) and The Siege of Savannah in December, 1864 (1874). After Savannah fell, Jones was chief of artillery for Lieutenant General William Hardee and served during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865).

Following the war, Jones moved to New York City to practice law. In 1877 he returned to Georgia and settled in Summerville, a suburb of Augusta, where he lived until his death. Jones was an avid historian and collector of historical relics, especially Indian remains. He was a popular lecturer, a defender of the Lost Cause, and a writer on Southern history. Indeed, his numerous works earned him the nickname “Macaulay of the South.” Jones died in Summerville on July 19, 1893.
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Jones, David Rumph

Birth Date: April 25, 1825

Death Date: January 15, 1863

Confederate officer. David Rumph (“Neighbor”) Jones was born on April 25, 1825, in Orangeburg District, South Carolina. After graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1846, he entered the army and saw action in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), during which he was cited twice for gallantry. After the conflict, he was promoted to first lieutenant and assigned to garrison duty; he then taught tactics at West Point. In 1853 he was brevetted captain and joined the adjutant general’s department, where he remained until he resigned his commission on February 15, 1861, following the secession of his home state.

Jones began his Confederate military service with the rank of major and was named chief of staff to Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard. After the Confederate bombardment of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor (April 12–14, 1861), Beauregard dispatched Jones to deliver the surrender terms to the U.S. garrison. Promoted to brigadier general on June 7, 1861, Jones was ordered to Virginia, where he capably led a brigade at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Promoted to major general in March 1862, he commanded a division in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and saw action in the Confederate victory at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).

Jones performed well at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Following the latter battle, he successfully defended the chief Confederate withdrawal route with an understrength brigade. Plagued by a serious heart ailment, however, Jones died on January 15, 1863, in Richmond, Virginia.
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Jones, John Beauchamp

Birth Date: March 8, 1810

Death Date: February 4, 1866

Confederate clerk and noted Civil War diarist. John Beauchamp Jones was born on March 8, 1810, in Baltimore, Maryland, but was raised mainly in Kentucky and Missouri. He eventually became a journalist, writing first for the Baltimore Saturday Visitor, which he also edited. Jones later served as the editor of the Madisonian and the Southern Monitor. Although sympathetic to the Southern cause, he used the Monitor as a mouthpiece with which to caution against secession. Jones also wrote and published poetry and fiction, including novels, which were only modestly successful.

In 1861 after the formation of the Confederacy, Jones traveled from Philadelphia to Montgomery, Alabama, then the seat of the Confederate government, to seek employment. He soon secured a position as a clerk for the Confederate War Department, working directly under the secretary of war. As such, Jones was ideally positioned to observe the inner workings of the Confederate government. While he worked as a clerk he kept a detailed and meticulous diary, which recorded the frequent disagreements between the Jefferson Davis administration and Congress, arguments among the various military commanders, and the nearly constant squabbling between Davis and his generals in the field. Jones also served for a time as an artillery commander of Local Defense Troops in the Confederate capital.

Jones specifically wrote his diary for publication, so he tried to be as accurate and balanced as possible. There were, however, some inaccuracies and inconsistencies, but by and large the diary remains a rich account of the workings of the Confederate government and the Confederate War Department. When the war ended, Jones returned to his home in Burlington, New Jersey, and hastily prepared his manuscript for publication. He never lived to see it in print, however, as he died suddenly of an illness in Burlington on February 4, 1866. Published as A Rebel War Clerk’s Diary at the Confederate States Capital only months after Jones’s death, the work was generally well received and is still considered one of the best insider accounts of the war from the Confederate point of view. It has undergone several succeeding editions, including a one-volume abridgement released in 1957 that omits much of the detail in the earlier editions.
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Jones, John Marshall

Birth Date: July 26, 1820

Death Date: May 5, 1864

Confederate officer. John Marshall Jones was born in Charlottesville, Virginia, on July 26, 1820. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841 and was assigned to the infantry. From 1845 to 1852, Jones taught infantry tactics at West Point, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1847. Promoted to captain in 1855, he served in various garrison forts along the frontier until participating in the Utah Expedition (1858–1860).

When Virginia seceded from the Union, Jones resigned his commission on May 27, 1861, and joined the Confederate Army as a captain but was quickly promoted to lieutenant colonel. He spent the next two years in a wide variety of staff positions, mostly with the Army of Northern Virginia. As a staff officer, Jones served during Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Jones finally earned promotion to brigadier general and assumed command of a brigade in II Corps. At the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) during the assault on Culp’s Hill, Jones suffered a bullet wound to the head that knocked him unconscious for the duration of the battle. Later that year he received another wound during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). Jones was killed on May 5, 1864, during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12) in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7) as he rallied his men against the oncoming Union V Corps.
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Jones, John Robert

Birth Date: March 12, 1827

Death Date: April 1, 1901

Confederate officer. John Robert Jones was born on March 12, 1827, in Harrisonburg, Virginia. He graduated from the Virginia Military Institute in 1848. Jones thereafter taught school in Florida and then became headmaster of an academy in Maryland. In 1861 he raised an infantry company that was incorporated into the 33rd Virginia Infantry Regiment in what soon became known as the Stonewall Brigade.

Commissioned a captain in the 33rd Virginia, Jones saw action in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 12, 1861), where he helped seize two Union artillery batteries. He took part in Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), where Jones’s solid performance earned him a promotion to lieutenant colonel. In June 1862 he was advanced to brigadier general upon the direct recommendation of Jackson, although the rank was never made official by the Confederate Senate.

Jones performed admirably leading a brigade during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and was wounded at the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862). He commanded a division at the Battle of Harpers Ferry (September 12–15, 1862) and at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where his men turned back a potent Union assault. Jones was temporarily stunned by the burst of a shell and was sidelined for the second half of the engagement.

Present for the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), where he may have sought the protection of a tree, in February 1863 Jones faced charges of cowardice for his actions at Antietam and Fredericksburg, although a court-martial later exonerated him. During the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Jones removed himself from command because of a badly ulcerated leg.

Lambasted for leaving the battlefield for a less-than-serious health problem, Jones was stripped of command. On July 4, 1863, near Smithsburg, Maryland, Jones, who was traveling as a civilian, was taken prisoner by a Union cavalry unit and imprisoned. He was not released until July 24, 1865.

Jones returned to Harrisonburg, Virginia, where he was employed in a local farm supply business. He later secured a position with the local circuit court and died in Harrisonburg on April 1, 1901.
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Jones, Patrick Henry

Birth Date: November 20, 1830

Death Date: July 23, 1900

Union officer. Patrick Henry Jones was born on November 20, 1830, in County Westmeath, Ireland, and immigrated to the United States in 1840. His family operated a farm in western New York, but when Jones was 20 years old he began a career as a newspaper reporter. He eventually worked as an editor before studying law and being admitted to the bar in 1856. He then opened a successful practice in Ellicottville, New York.

When the Civil War began, Jones volunteered as a private in the 37th New York Infantry Regiment. On June 7, 1861, he was commissioned a second lieutenant. He participated in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Advanced to first lieutenant on November 4 and to major on January 21, 1862, Jones saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and took part in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).

On October 8, 1862, Jones was promoted to colonel and assumed command of the 154th New York Infantry Regiment. He was subsequently injured and taken prisoner during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). After Jones was released in October 1863, his regiment was dispatched with the rest of XI Corps to the western theater, where it saw light duty during the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 23, 1863). On June 7, 1864, Jones was given charge of a brigade in XX Corps, Army of the Potomac. He participated in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) as well as Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (February–April 1865). Jones was promoted to brigadier general on April 18, 1865, to date from December 6, 1864. On June 7, 1865, he resigned his commission and returned to New York.

After the war Jones recommenced his law practice, and from 1869 until 1873 he served as New York City’s postmaster. In 1874 he was elected New York City register of deeds, a post he held until 1877. Jones died in Port Richmond, New York, on July 23, 1900.
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Jones, Samuel

Birth Date: December 17, 1819

Death Date: July 31, 1887

Confederate officer. Samuel Jones was born to a planter family in Powhatan County, Virginia, on December 17, 1819. Jones graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841. For the next 20 years he served in a variety of posts, including a 5-year stint on the faculty at West Point, rising to captain of artillery. With the start of the Civil War, he resigned his commission on April 27, 1861, offering his services to his native state.

Beginning as a captain, Jones was soon colonel and chief of artillery and ordnance for Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard in the Confederate Army of the Potomac. Appointed to command Brigadier General Francis Bartow’s brigade following Bartow’s death in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Jones was soon promoted to brigadier general, to date from July 21, 1861.

In January 1862 Jones was appointed commander of the Department of Alabama and West Florida. He was promoted to major general on March 10, 1862. He briefly held a field command in Mississippi but proved unsatisfactory in that role and thereafter held administrative commands in Tennessee. Then on November 25, 1862, he was sent to the Department of Western Virginia and East Tennessee, with the principal mission of defending the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad and the salt mines on which much of the Confederacy depended.

From April 20, 1864, to December 1864, Jones commanded the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, seeing to the defenses of the coastal regions, especially the area around Charleston. Relieved in October 1864, he commanded the smaller District of South Carolina and in February 1865 assumed command of the District of Florida. He surrendered that command at Tallahassee on May 10, 1865.

After the war, Jones returned to his home in Powhatan County and was engaged as a farmer. In 1880 he was appointed a clerk in the War Department. Jones died in Bedford Springs, Virginia, on July 31, 1887.
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Jones, William Edmondson

Birth Date: May 9, 1824

Death Date: June 5, 1864

Confederate officer. Born in Washington County, Virginia, on May 9, 1824, William Edmondson “Grumble” Jones attended Emory and Henry College before graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1848. He served until 1857 in the Regiment of Mounted Riflemen before resigning his first lieutenant’s commission and returning to Virginia. Jones was known for his prickly, abrasive personality and for inattention to his appearance.

On the secession of Virginia, Jones organized the Washington Mounted Rifles and was elected its captain. The unit became part of the 1st Virginia Cavalry. He fought in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Promoted to colonel, Jones succeeded Colonel J. E. B. Stuart as commander of the 1st Virginia Cavalry Regiment, but Jones’s adversarial relationship with Stuart and the regiment’s displeasure with Jones led to his ouster. He then commanded the 7th Virginia Cavalry Regiment in the Army of Northern Virginia. On September 19, 1862, he was promoted to brigadier general and given command of the famed Laurel Brigade and also the Valley District, Department of Northern Virginia. In the spring of 1863, Jones and Brigadier General John D. Imboden mounted a major raid into western Virginia (West Virginia). Jones performed well at the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863). During the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863) Jones served under Stuart, over both their objections, with the mission of protecting the flank of the Army of Northern Virginia during its advance into Pennsylvania.

Jones and Stuart had taken a visceral dislike of each other from their very first meeting, and in September 1863 the two men had a major row, with Stuart accusing Jones of abuse and disrespect. Court-martialed, Jones was found guilty on October 9 and sent to the Department of Western Virginia, where he commanded a cavalry brigade in Major General Robert Ransom Jr.’s division.

Despite his combative nature, Jones had a combat record rivaled by few and was well liked by his men. He launched numerous probes into eastern Tennessee and participated in Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863).

On June 5, 1864, commanding a scratch force of some 5,000 men attempting to slow the advance of Union troops under Major General David Hunter up the Shenandoah Valley, Jones was killed at the Battle of Piedmont, seven miles southwest of Port Republic. General Robert E. Lee and even Stuart considered Jones one of the ablest cavalry commanders in the Confederate Army.
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Jones and Imboden Raid into West Virginia

Event Date: Spring 1863

Spectacular Confederate raid into western Virginia. The Jones and Imboden Raid was primarily directed against the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad (B&O), important for Union military operations in the region as well as for the movement of coal and timber supplies for the Union war effort. Confederate brigadier general John D. Imboden strongly supported such a raid in a letter to Army of Northern Virginia commander General Robert E. Lee. Imboden hoped that the raid would defeat Union garrisons and destroy bridges and trestles on the B&O. He also saw it as a means to assist Confederate recruiting, topple the Union state government at Wheeling, and secure foodstuffs, horses, and cattle. Confederate leaders in Richmond hoped that the raid would draw off Union troops from Winchester. They also hoped that Imboden might hold much of West Virginia and destroy a wide swath of the Union railroad system west of the Alleghenies, goals beyond his means.

Richmond expanded the raid by adding forces under Brigadier General William E. “Grumble” Jones. Imboden and Jones met, conferred with Lee, and agreed on a two-pronged attack. Imboden was to lead one brigade in a single column against Beverly, Philippi, and Grafton. Jones’s brigade would parallel Imboden’s route to the north, advance to Moorefield, secure control of the Northwest Turnpike, and attack the B&O at Oakland and Rowlesburg. The two would then simultaneously attack the B&O at Oakland and Grafton.

Lee thought the raid significant enough to furnish Imboden with two veteran infantry regiments, the 25th and 31st Virginia. After almost a month of preparation, on April 20, 1863, Imboden set his men in motion west from Shenandoah Mountain. He commanded 3,365 men, several hundred of whom were mounted. The weather was vile; pouring rain turned into snow, and the march over the mountains on roads that became quagmires was difficult.

At the same time, Jones left Lacey Springs with 3,500 men. His route of march proceeded through Brock’s Gap to Moorefield, but high water at Moorefield forced Jones into a 12-mile detour to Petersburg in order to cross the Potomac River. He then sent back his dismounted men and wagon trains, along with a 300-man cavalry escort, reducing his force by 1,000 men. Most Union units had moved westward on the railroad to intercept Imboden, so at Greenland Gap Jones’s force encountered only a detachment of 83 men of the 23rd Illinois. At a cost of 7 killed and 22 men wounded, the Federals held up Jones for four hours.

Meanwhile, Imboden’s force ran into 1,500 Union troops south of Beverly. Imboden split his force and flanked the defenders, who then withdrew after several hours toward Philippi. Darkness halted the Confederate pursuit. Casualties on both sides were slight: 16 Federals and 3 Confederates. Beverly, however, yielded some $100,000 in supplies, including badly needed ammunition.

Union area commander Brigadier General Benjamin Roberts wired Union general in chief Major General Henry Halleck that the poor state of the roads prevented him from protecting the B&O. Halleck fired back a scathing reply, ordering Roberts to defend the railroad and stating that he did not understand how the roads could be impassible to Union troops “when, by your own account, they are passable enough to the enemy.”

On April 26, Imboden departed Beverly for Buckhannon. He was halfway there when he received word that a Union brigade had arrived at Philippi by rail from New Creek. With one Union force at Buckhannon and another at Philippi, Imboden fell back on Beverly rather than risk being cut off. Roberts, meanwhile, concentrated at Buckhannon. Worrying about that position and aware that Clarksburg with its military stores and railroad was vital, on April 28 he concentrated his 2,800 men there. When Imboden’s scouts informed him that Union troops were evacuating Buckhannon, he immediately resumed his advance. The Confederates found most of the Union stores destroyed, but they rounded up horses and cattle.

Imboden then rested his men and awaited Jones, who arrived at Buckhannon with part of his command on April 29. Jones’s men had destroyed nine railroad bridges. They had also captured two trains and an artillery piece and had taken 500 prisoners, 1,200–1,500 horses, and 1,000 cattle.

Jones and Imboden originally planned to attack Clarksburg, but they decided that even their combined force, which had been reduced by sickness and the need to guard captured livestock, was too weak to do that. The two decided to separate again. Imboden would head south toward Summersville, while Jones would move westward to attack the B&O.

Jones then captured the railroad guard at West Union and Cairo, burned five more bridges, and damaged a tunnel. His men then ravaged the Kanawha Valley petroleum fields, setting fire to 150,000 barrels of oil at Oiltown. Jones then set off to rejoin Imboden. Meanwhile, Imboden at Summersville took a 28-wagon Union provision train pulled by 170 mules, captured a large number of livestock, and damaged the federal depot.

Jones rejoined Imboden at Summersville on May 14. The two Confederate generals agreed that they had accomplished their aims and separated. Imboden then moved toward Lewisburg. Along the way at Fayetteville, the Confederates defeated a Union cavalry thrust to seize the Confederate supply train.

The raiders returned to the Shenandoah Valley by the end of May. They had brought off more than 5,000 cattle and 1,200 horses, and their raid had destroyed 24 bridges, damaged a tunnel, and cut telegraph lines. They had also burned large stocks of oil, captured 1,000 small arms and an artillery piece, destroyed Union supply depots, and inflicted 800 Union casualties. Confederate losses were slight. General Lee reported that the raid “rendered valuable service in the collection of stores and in making the enemy uneasy for his communication with the West.” Politically, the raid temporarily broke up the Unionist convention at Wheeling and diverted thousands of Union troops to the region. However, on its reconstitution, the Wheeling assembly voted to create the state of West Virginia.
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Jonesboro, Battle of

Start Date: August 31, 1864

End Date: September 1, 1864

Engagement of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). The Battle of Jonesboro ended Major General William T. Sherman’s siege of Atlanta and resulted in the Confederate evacuation of that vital city. Sherman had resolved in late August to bring to a close the siege of Atlanta. He would pivot his forces to the west of the city and sever the Confederate rail lines entering Atlanta from the south and southwest, forcing Confederate general John B. Hood to evacuate the city.

Late on August 25, Sherman withdrew his troops from positions to the north and west of Atlanta. He repositioned XX Corps near the railroad bridge over the Chattahoochee River; six other corps—IV, XIX, XV, XVI, XVII, and XVIII Corps—were to advance from the northwest and strike the Atlanta & West Point Railroad and the Macon & Western Railroad that supplied Atlanta from the south. Hood, meanwhile, dispatched a cavalry unit under Major General Joseph Wheeler in an effort to sever Sherman’s line of communications back to Tennessee. Initially Hood was encouraged by Sherman’s movements, believing that they represented a Union withdrawal northward. These hopes were dashed, however, when Hood learned of large Union troop movements to the south of Atlanta on August 27. He then dispatched two corps under Lieutenant General William Hardee to repel the Union advance. One was Hardee’s own; the other corps was that of Lieutenant General Stephen D. Lee. On August 28, Union forces cut the Atlanta & West Point line southwest of Atlanta, leaving only the Macon & Western line open.

When Hardee launched his poorly executed offensive on August 31, troops of the Union XV and XVI Corps easily repulsed it just west of Jonesboro. By then, Hood had received word of a Union advance on the town of Rough and Ready. Now concerned that Sherman’s forces would assault Atlanta from the southwest, Hood recalled Lee’s corps to Atlanta, which serious undermined Hardee’s efforts. Indeed, on September 1 the Union XIV Corps smashed through the feeble Confederate line at Jonesboro, forcing Hardee into a hasty retreat southward to Lovejoy’s Station. Meanwhile, Brigadier General Jacob Cox’s division of XXIII Corps cut the Macon railroad at Rough and Ready.

Hardee’s force would likely have been decimated had Sherman sent the bulk of his forces against it head-on. While the Battle of Jonesboro was not decisive, it nevertheless allowed Sherman’s men to sever the Macon & Western rail line, rendering untenable Hood’s hold on Atlanta. The Confederate general was soon compelled to evacuate the city. Union troops from Major General Henry Slocum’s XX Corps entered Atlanta on September 2. Casualties from the fighting on August 31 numbered 1,727 Confederates and 178 Federals. Casualties from the second day of fighting included 911 Confederates (659 of those missing and two divisions unrecorded) and 1,274 Federals.
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Jordan, Thomas

Birth Date: September 30, 1819

Death Date: November 27, 1895

Confederate officer. Thomas Jordan was born on September 30, 1819, in Luray, Virginia. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1840. Jordan served in a variety of positions and participated in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

In April 1861 Jordan was a captain in the U.S. Army and a staff officer with a talent for logistics. He quickly contacted Confederate officials and was tasked with organizing a spy ring in Washington, D.C. Jordan then set up a network centered on the widow Rose Greenhow, who was sympathetic to the Confederate cause. Jordan resigned his commission in the U.S. Army in May 1861, at which time he was commissioned a lieutenant colonel in the Confederate Army.

Greenhow was soon sending ciphered notes by courier to Jordan, who was adjutant general for General P. G. T. Beauregard. The importance of this intelligence is still debated, although Greenhow and Jordan provided Beauregard with useful information about federal military movements prior to the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

That same summer Greenhow was arrested, but she managed to exploit and outwit her jailers and transmit more information to the Confederacy. In December 1861, however, Greenhow was moved from house arrest to a prison, and in June 1862 she was then barred from entering Washington. This setback hurt but did not end Confederate intelligence efforts in the capital.

Jordan, meanwhile, performed well at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and on April 14 was commissioned a brigadier general, continuing as a staff officer for Beauregard, whom he greatly admired. In July, Jordan became chief of staff to General Braxton Bragg but by early 1863 was back on Beauregard’s staff. Jordan never held a field command, and he remained in South Carolina until war’s end.

After the war, Jordan became an author and a newspaper editor. In 1868 he served as chief of staff of Cuban insurgent forces fighting against Spanish rule. When the insurrection collapsed, he returned to the United States and settled in New York City, where he resumed his literary career and resided until his death on November 27, 1895.
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Journalism

A paradigm shift occurred in American journalism during the 1850s. The major changes included cooperative news gathering, whereby multiple newspapers shared information from the same correspondent; the emergence of mass circulation papers selling for a penny; and the ability to rapidly distribute news on a nationwide basis through the electric telegraph. Before the Civil War, a newspaper might print two or three columns of telegraph news a day. This rapidly grew to two or three pages of war news daily, and many telegraph offices remained open late every night in order to receive the latest reports and be able to publish them the next day.

The transmission of information via telegraph was expensive. For example, the New York Herald paid a rate of $250 per column for a telegraphic account of the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), while the story of the capture of New Orleans in April 1862 cost the paper $1,000 at a time when the average Union private was paid $15 per month and a Northern factory worker earned about $30 per month.

Keeping war correspondents in the field and reporters in the larger cities added to these high costs. In 1865 a Cincinnati Gazette reporter received a $2,500 annual salary to work as a capital correspondent, while larger-circulation papers paid even higher wages, especially to writers who were able to obtain and write a story before their rivals so that their paper could publish it first. The New York Herald employed 63 correspondents in the field at one time and spent $60,000 to $100,000 per year on army correspondence alone. Boston, Philadelphia, and western newspapers typically expended between $10,000 and $30,000 for the same services annually.

Also included in this extensive press network were relays of stenographers, telegraphers, and others who were to be ready for any sudden emergencies in the home office. This enabled the New York Herald to receive a report by late afternoon of a battle fought the same day, put 20 engravers to work on a map, and publish the illustrated article in the next morning’s edition.
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Newspaper correspondents and the New York Herald’s wagon in the field near Bealton, Virginia, in August 1863. Newspapers played a vital role for both the Union and the Confederacy during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

Newspapers were willing to pay these high costs because of intense competition for advertising revenue that was obtained through larger circulations. Circulation was increased by running stories that readers found compelling or interesting, especially when the articles revealed embarrassing ineptness or corruption or had the most interesting narrative about a campaign or battle.

Northern newspapers initially did better at reporting battles than did Southern newspapers but not because the Northern newspapers spent more money. Early Confederate censorship rules forbade reporters in civilian garb from entering army lines. James R. Sneed, the editor of the Savannah Republican, complained that the only complete narrative of the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) he had read was reprinted in the Charleston Mercury from a story that had originally appeared in a Northern newspaper. Censorship of the Southern press was relatively effective during the first two years of the war but became progressively less so as the war dragged on.

By comparison, Union censorship was uneven at best and often ineffective, although it could be applied forcefully, such at when war correspondents were arrested or expelled from army camps. Northern censorship might have been more severe had Union authorities realized that the Confederate military regularly scrutinized Northern papers for published casualty lists that might also provide orders of battle and other details about Union armies.

While newspapers were commercial enterprises run for profit, journalism also played an important political role. Newspaper editors chose stories that appealed to their readers’ attitudes but could also sway opinion with their editorials. Both sides therefore sought the help of the press to promote the war effort and sustain morale, with decidedly mixed results. For example, the Richmond Enquirer was regarded as the official organ of the Jefferson Davis administration, as it was believed that Davis and his secretary of state, Judah P. Benjamin, wrote articles under pen names for the paper. At the other extreme, Robert Barnwell Rhett Jr., editor of the Charleston Mercury, regularly denigrated Davis and his cabinet and berated the quality of Southern military leadership.

Northern papers often reflected either the Democratic or Republican position vis-à-vis the war’s progress. Horace Greeley, editor of the New York Tribune, was an abolitionist and a social crusader who vigorously supported the war effort but hesitated to support Abraham Lincoln for reelection in 1864. Henry J. Raymond, editor of the New York Times, was respected for his nonpartisan discussion of current issues without resorting to abusive epithets.

Newspapers were loved, feared, and reviled by politicians and military officers during the Civil War. President Lincoln summed up his feelings by telling a reporter that “The press has no better friend than I am” but also cautioned that newspapers have “tremendous power for both good and evil.”
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Judah, Henry Moses

Birth Date: June 12, 1821

Death Date: January 14, 1866

Union officer. Henry Moses Judah was born on June 12, 1821, in Snow Hill, Maryland, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843. He served with distinction during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning two brevets. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1847 and captain in 1853. When the Civil War began in April 1861, Judah was serving on the West Coast. He entered the volunteer army as colonel of the 4th California Infantry Regiment on September 6, 1861. That autumn he traveled to Washington, D.C., where he assisted in the capital’s defense.

On March 21, 1862, Judah was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. In April, he was named inspector general of the Army of the Tennessee and briefly commanded a division after the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) in the drive on Corinth. That July he was ordered to Kentucky, and in October 1862 he became acting inspector general of the Army of the Ohio, a post he held until the spring of 1863.

At the beginning of June 1863, Judah was appointed commander of the 3rd Division of XXIII Corps, which was headquartered in Cincinnati. He performed poorly during Brigadier General John Hunt Morgan’s Ohio Raid (July 2–26, 1863), which saw Judah’s division hopelessly outmaneuvered by Morgan’s raiders. Soon thereafter Judah assumed command of the 2nd Division of XXIII Corps, but his lackluster performance during the early stages of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) ultimately resulted in his loss of a field command. From the early summer of 1864 until the end of the war, he served with the Army of the Cumberland in administrative duties. He mustered out of the volunteers in August 1865 and resumed his regular army career as major in the 4th Infantry. Judah died suddenly while on duty at Plattsburg Barracks, New York, on January 14, 1866.
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Julian, George Washington

Birth Date: May 15, 1817

Death Date: July 7, 1899

Prominent abolitionist and Radical Republican politician. George Washington Julian was born to a Quaker family in Centerville, Indiana, on May 15, 1817. His father died when Julian was quite young, and he was unable to pursue a formal education because of financial circumstances. Nevertheless, Julian schooled himself by voracious reading and was admitted to the Indiana bar in 1840.

Julian soon left his law practice to engage in politics. In 1845 he was elected on the Whig Party ticket to the Indiana House of Representatives. In 1848 he helped found and then led the Free Soil Party; that same year, he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Free-Soiler. As an abolitionist, Julian opposed the Compromise of 1850, and his stance precipitated his electoral defeat in 1851. He would not be reelected until 1860.
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A prominent abolitionist and a Quaker from Indiana, George Washington Julian represented his state as a Radical Republican in Congress during 1861–1871. (Library of Congress)

Julian is perhaps best known for his positions as a Radical Republican representing Indiana in the Thirty-seventh through Forty-first Congresses (1861–1871). Some of his more radical views included the permanent confiscation of Confederate property, full civil and political rights for African Americans, and the induction of black soldiers into the U.S. Army. Julian served on the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War (December 1861–May 1865) and the Joint Committee on Reconstruction (December 1865–June 1866). In 1868 he proposed a constitutional amendment granting the franchise to women. During the bitter debates over the nature of Reconstruction, he argued passionately for African Americans’ right to vote. He vigorously supported the Homestead Bill (1862) and championed the preservation of public lands. In 1867 he proposed a bill that established an eight-hour workday for federal employees. Julian, no fan of fellow Republican Ulysses S. Grant, savagely criticized the rampant corruption in the Grant administration. Julian left Congress in 1871 after another electoral defeat.

In 1885 President Chester A. Arthur appointed Julian surveyor general of New Mexico. He held that post until 1889. Thereafter he settled in Irvington, Indiana, and wrote for magazines and newspapers. Julian died in Irvington on July 7, 1899.
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Juneteenth

Commemoration of the official end of slavery in Texas, proclaimed on June 19, 1865. Juneteenth went on to become a major African American commemoration and eventually a Texas state holiday. Juneteenth is also known as Freedom Day or Emancipation Day.

On June 18, 1865, Union major general Gordon Granger and 2,000 troops arrived in Galveston, Texas, to take control of the state and enforce emancipation. The next day, Granger read General Order No. 3 to the people of Galveston from the balcony of Ashton Villa, a prominent Galveston residence, announcing the abolition of slavery in the state. Although President Abraham Lincoln had issued the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation on September 22, 1862, with an effective date of January 1, 1863, these proclamations had little effect on slaves in the Confederacy.

After Granger’s reading of the order, former slaves rejoiced in the streets in celebration. Commemoration of the day began in 1866 and continued into the 20th century. In some Texas cities, such as Houston and Austin, former slaves pooled funds to purchase land for the annual celebration, creating sites such as Houston’s Emancipation Park and Austin’s Emancipation Park. Observances were usually daylong celebrations with food and festivity. The day of commemoration gradually spread to other neighboring states. In the wake of the economic depression of the 1930s and the coming of World War II, such celebrations waned, and during the 1950s and 1960s interest and participation further declined as the focus of many people shifted to the Civil Rights Movement.

Juneteenth commemorations gained renewed popularity in the 1970s, however, along with the growing interest in African American history. In 1972 the Texas legislature passed a resolution recognizing the day as a holiday of significance to all Texans and particularly to the African Americans of Texas. This was followed by a 1979 bill recognizing June 19 as a state holiday.

TIMOTHY J. DEMY

See also

African Americans; Granger, Gordon; Texas

Further Reading

Barr, Alwyn. Black Texans: A History of the Negroes in Texas, 1528–1995. Austin, TX: Jenkins, 1996.

Watriss, Wendy. “Celebrate Freedom: Juneteenth.” Southern Exposure 5 (1977): 80–87.

_______________________


K

Kanawha, Confederate Army of the

Short-lived Confederate military force established on June 6, 1861, that operated in western Virginia (later West Virginia). Brigadier General Henry A. Wise was the Army of the Kanawha’s first commander. His force numbered no more than 1,800 meagerly equipped men. He performed poorly, however, and was superseded in command on August 11 by Brigadier General John B. Floyd, who was charged with recruiting more men. Wise and Floyd, both former Virginia governors, never got along and began to quarrel almost immediately. Wise refused to accept the fact that he was now subordinate to Floyd and refused to follow orders.

Later in August, General Robert E. Lee was sent west from Richmond to take overall command of the region, but Wise and Floyd continued to bicker with one another. Floyd proved to be as incapable as Wise in putting together a credible military force and performed badly at the Battle of Carnifex Ferry (September 10, 1861). On September 25 the Confederate War Department ordered Wise to hand over all forces under his control to Floyd. Even after Wise’s exit, Floyd fared little better. The Army of the Kanawha ceased to exist by November 1861, by which time its component parts had been sent to other regions.
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Kane, Thomas Leiper

Birth Date: January 27, 1822

Death Date: December 26, 1883

Union officer. Thomas Leiper Kane was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on January 27, 1822. After completing his basic education, Kane studied in Britain and France. Returning to Pennsylvania, he was admitted to the bar in 1846, served as a law clerk for his father, and was subsequently a district court clerk in eastern Pennsylvania. An avowed abolitionist, Kane resigned his position in the early 1850s.

Kane became increasingly active in the abolitionist movement and wrote numerous newspaper articles on this and other social issues. In 1846 he met members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons) and, because of their antislavery sentiments, assisted them in their efforts to migrate westward. He defended Mormon interests, promoted Utah statehood, and helped mediate a peaceful end to the so-called Utah War.

After the start of the Civil War, Kane raised a regiment of Pennsylvania volunteers and received a commission as its lieutenant colonel. Assigned to the Army of the Potomac, he was wounded on December 20, 1861, at Dranesvillle, Virginia. He returned to his unit in the spring of 1862. During Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), Kane was again wounded and captured at Harrisonburg on June 6, 1862. Exchanged in mid–August, he returned to duty but continued to suffer from his wounds.

Promoted to brigadier general on September 7, 1862, Kane commanded a brigade in XII Corps, Army of the Potomac, at Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). After suffering a bout of pneumonia, he recovered sufficiently to command his brigade during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On the third day of fighting, Kane again became ill and formally relinquished command the next day. He then supervised the draft depot at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, but resigned his commission in November 1863. He was brevetted major general on March 13, 1865.

After the war, Kane aided in founding Kane, Pennsylvania; served as a director of the Sunbury & Erie Railroad; and spent his remaining years in charitable work and writing. He died in Philadelphia on December 26, 1883.
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Kansas

Southern Plains state admitted to the Union in 1861. Kansas figured prominently in the coming of the Civil War. The 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act created the Kansas Territory based on the controversial doctrine of popular sovereignty. From 1855 to 1858, the territory became known as Bleeding Kansas for the violent struggle that took place there between proslavery and antislavery factions. One legacy of this conflict was a seething hatred along the Kansas-Missouri border that reemerged during the Civil War in the form of a vicious guerrilla insurgency.

Kansas, which was admitted to the Union as a state in January 1861, presented the North during the Civil War with military opportunities as well as vulnerabilities. The western and central parts of the state were vulnerable to Native American raids and attacks, a problem exacerbated by poor communications that made movement of troops and supplies difficult beyond the few established military roads. However, significant Union forces deployed at Forts Leavenworth and Scott as well as at St. Louis gave the North a formidable grasp on the border state of Missouri, which in spite of occasional challenges the North never relinquished. Fort Leavenworth provided important support for Union operations in west-central Missouri, but it was also the center for campaigns against hostile tribes on the Great Plains. Fort Scott quickly became the most important base west of St. Louis for the Union Army in the Civil War. The fort provided a refuge for Unionist Native Americans escaping the wrath of pro-Southern tribesmen and supported the Union advances on Fort Gibson in Indian Territory and the main Trans-Mississippi Confederate base at Fort Smith, Arkansas.

The absence of any official Confederate high command in Missouri facilitated the emergence of self-styled guerrillas, many of whom were little more than marauding bandits who attacked Union troops and pro-Union citizens alike throughout the state. Atrocities were frequent, committed by men such as Confederate irregular commander William Clarke Quantrill. Quantrill was responsible for one of the most notorious episodes of the war: the August 1863 attack on the abolitionist stronghold of Lawrence, Kansas, in which 150 unarmed men and boys were murdered and most of the town was burned. In response, the U.S. War Department committed additional troops and forcibly resettled much of the pro-Confederate population. Although controversial, these measures proved to be somewhat effective.

The last major military operations in Kansas occurred as a result of Confederate Army of Missouri commander Major General Sterling Price’s daring plan to arouse pro-Southern sympathizers and gather supplies and recruits by invading Missouri. Advancing from Arkansas in late September 1864, Price eventually confronted powerful Union forces under Major General James G. Blunt and Major General Alfred E. Pleasonton near Kansas City on October 23, 1864. With some 29,000 men involved, the ensuing Battle of Westport was the largest military engagement in the Trans-Mississippi theater. Defeated, Price retreated into Kansas intending to withdraw toward Fort Scott, which he hoped to plunder. On the afternoon of October 25, however, Pleasonton’s advance guard caught Price’s force crossing Mine Creek near Mound City. Some 2,000 Union cavalry under Lieutenant Colonel Frederick W. Benteen mauled the 7,000 mounted Confederates. Of Price’s original force of 12,000 men, only 3,500 reached Confederate territory safely. The Battle of Mine Creek was the last major engagement of the Civil War west of the Mississippi and effectively marked the end of the fighting in Kansas.
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Kansas, Union Army of

Field force attached to the Union Department of Kansas. Established on November 9, 1861, from the Western Department, the Department of Kansas embraced much of the western plains. The first commander was Major General David Hunter. His army consisted of five newly formed regiments of Kansas and Wisconsin infantry and five new cavalry regiments from Kansas and Ohio. Three regular army regiments of infantry and cavalry rounded out his force. The department was merged into the Department of the Mississippi on March 11, 1862, but was then reestablished on May 2, 1862.

Brigadier General James G. Blunt now assumed command, and on August 16, 1862, he re-created the Army of Kansas, which was organized into three brigades: the 1st Brigade, commanded by Brigadier General Frederick Salomon; the 2nd Brigade, led by Colonel William Weer; and the 3rd Brigade, commanded by Colonel W. F. Cloud. On September 19, 1862, the Union Department and the Army of Kansas were merged into the Department of the Missouri.

On January 1, 1864, the Department of Kansas was formed for the third time. Major General Samuel R. Curtis assumed command, and on October 13, 1864, he organized the Army of the Border, which consisted of troops from his department. These troops participated in Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864) and played a key role in the Battle of Westport (October 23). Nevertheless, the Army of the Border was disbanded on November 9, 1864. On January 30, 1865, the Department of Kansas was again merged into the Department of the Missouri. Despite these organizational changes, military units from this area were usually referred to as the Army of Kansas.
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Kansas, Union Department of

U.S. military administrative unit that was established and dissolved three times: November 9, 1861–March 11, 1862; May 2, 1862–September 19, 1862; and January 1, 1864–January 30, 1865. As originally established on November 9, 1861, the Union Department of Kansas encompassed the state of Kansas, Indian Territory, and the territories of Nebraska, Dakota, and Colorado. The department’s first commander was Major General David Hunter, who made his headquarters at Fort Leavenworth. In February 1862, Fort Garland (Colorado) was absorbed by the Department of New Mexico.

On March 11, the Department of Kansas became part of the Department of the Mississippi. On May 2, 1862, the department was reconstituted, with the same borders as before. It was commanded by Brigadier General James G. Blunt. On September 6, the land area was reduced after the Dakota and Nebraska Territories became part of the Department of the Northwest. On September 19, the Department of Kansas became part of the Department of the Missouri.

On January 1, 1864, the Department of Kansas was resurrected again, with its area to include Fort Smith, Arkansas, and the Nebraska Territory. Major General Samuel R. Curtis served as commander. On April 17, 1864, Fort Smith and Indian Territory became part of the Department of Arkansas. On January 30, 1865, the Department of Kansas was permanently organized out of existence when it was absorbed by the Department of the Missouri.
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Kansas-Nebraska Act

Congressional legislation enacted on May 30, 1854, that organized the territorial governments of Kansas and Nebraska. On January 4, 1854, Illinois Democratic senator Stephen Douglas, who served as chairman of the Senate Committee on Territories, introduced the Kansas-Nebraska Act in hopes of formally organizing territorial governments in Kansas and Nebraska. Douglas maintained that the new legislation would promote the economic development of western lands and facilitate the construction of a transcontinental railroad. Under the provisions of the Missouri Compromise of 1820, slavery was prohibited in the would-be territories. Fearing that the establishment of a new free territory would disrupt the nation’s sectional balance between free and slave states, Senator David R. Atchison of Missouri as well as Senator Andrew P. Butler of South Carolina and other Southern politicians refused to endorse the Kansas-Nebraska Act.

In a bid to win Southern support for the legislation, Douglas added a measure to the bill that applied the concept of popular sovereignty in the unorganized region. Douglas also modified the bill by including a specific repeal of the Missouri Compromise and dividing the unorganized region into two areas—the Kansas and Nebraska Territories. After several months of heated debate, Congress passed the Kansas-Nebraska Act by a narrow margin on May 30, 1854.

The Kansas-Nebraska Act had a profound effect on the United States. The act was widely opposed in the North because it repealed the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and threatened to upend the delicate balance between free and slave states. During the mid-1850s, proslavery factions and free-state settlers poured into the Kansas Territory, adjacent to slaveholding Missouri, where they sought to influence the status of slavery in the area. As both groups attempted to establish a territorial government in Kansas, the struggle over the region’s future escalated into open hostility and acts of violence, which came to be known as Bleeding Kansas. Accordingly, the Kansas-Nebraska Act jeopardized the Union’s future by undermining the spirit of compromise between the North and the South.

Douglas’s bill also realigned the nation’s political parties by fracturing the Democratic Party and spurring the establishment of the Republican Party. Additionally, the Whig Party clashed over the expansion of slavery, as Northern Whigs opposed the Kansas-Nebraska Act while Southern Whigs endorsed it. Unable to continue as a national political organization, the Whig Party collapsed as a result of the sectional tensions precipitated by the Kansas-Nebraska Act.
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Kautz, August Valentine

Birth Date: January 5, 1828

Death Date: September 4, 1895

Union officer. August Valentine Kautz was born on January 5, 1828, in Baden, Germany, and immigrated to the United States with his family later that year. He was raised chiefly in Georgetown, Ohio, and in 1846 he enlisted in the U.S. Army as a private. He subsequently saw action during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Upon his return, he enrolled at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. He graduated in 1852 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 4th Infantry Regiment. Kautz saw extensive service in the Pacific Northwest and participated in several engagements with Native Americans, receiving two wounds. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1855, in 1861 he joined the new 3rd Cavalry (soon redesignated the 6th Cavalry) as a captain.

After the Civil War began, Kautz saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). He entered the volunteer army as colonel of the 2nd Ohio Cavalry in September 1862. From December 1862 until April 1863, Kautz commanded Camp Chase, a prison for Confederate detainees in Columbus, Ohio. During his stay there, he authored a widely read army manual titled The Company Clerk. During the next several years, he wrote two other instructional manuals.

From April 1863 until December 1863, Kautz held a cavalry command in the Department of the Ohio. He led a brigade in XXIII Corps and won a brevet for the Battle of Monticello (June 9, 1863) in Kentucky. He then served as chief of cavalry. Kautz performed laudably during this time, training his troopers well and leading several successful raids against Confederate forces. In early 1864 Kautz was transferred to Virginia, where he took charge of the Cavalry Division, Army of the James. He was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on May 7, 1864. During the long Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), Kautz orchestrated a number of damaging attacks on rail lines feeding Richmond and Petersburg. He became well known for his fast marches and rapid raids, many launched under cover of darkness. Early on in the campaign, his cavalry even managed to inflict a damaging attack on Petersburg itself.

In March 1865, Kautz was tapped to command the 1st Division, XXV Corps, which was operating on the outskirts of the Confederate capital at Richmond. Now as a brevet major general in both the regular army and the volunteers, Kautz led several attacks on the city’s outer defenses, and on April 3, 1865, when Richmond capitulated, he was one of the first Union commanders to enter the devastated city.

When the war ended, Kautz remained in the army and reverted to the rank of lieutenant colonel. He subsequently was stationed in Florida and in the West and Southwest. Elevated to colonel in 1874, he assumed command of the 8th Infantry, which he led until his promotion to brigadier general in 1891. Kautz retired the following year and settled in Seattle, Washington, where he died on September 4, 1895.
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Kean, Robert Garlick Hill

Birth Date: October 7, 1828

Death Date: June 13, 1898

Confederate War Department official and prodigious diarist. Robert Garlick Hill Kean was born into a well-to-do family on October 7, 1828, in Carolina County, Virginia. Later he enhanced his social standing by marrying Thomas Jefferson’s great-granddaughter, Jane Nicholas Randolph. Kean earned a bachelor of arts degree in 1850 and a bachelor of law degree in 1853, both from the University of Virginia. He then established a successful legal practice in Lynchburg. In 1859 with the secession crisis looming, he enlisted in a voluntary state infantry company that eventually became part of the 131st Virginia Militia. In late April 1861 Kean entered Confederate service in the 11th Virginia Infantry Regiment and saw skirmishing near Blackburn’s Ford, Virginia, on July 18, 1861, a precursor to the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). This would be his only combat experience.

In November 1861 Kean waged an unsuccessful campaign for a seat in the Confederate Congress, after which he returned to his unit, which was on guard duty in northern Virginia. In February 1862, now with the rank of captain, he received an appointment as chief aide for Brigadier General George W. Randolph, an uncle by marriage, who was then in the Tidewater area. The next month, Confederate president Jefferson Davis appointed Randolph secretary of war. Randolph in turn named Kean chief of the Bureau of War, which was largely a functional post that was not involved in policy decisions. Instead, Kean supervised the departmental clerks, organized the office, and devised systems for dealing with the voluminous paperwork involved in operating the department. Kean in fact excelled in these affairs and also briefed his uncle and subsequent secretaries on tactical matters as well as logistics problems, military reconnaissance, and courts-martial proceedings.

When Confederate officials evacuated Richmond in early April 1865, it was Kean who was responsible for moving the department’s files and papers and keeping them safe during the transfer. Kean initially went to North Carolina to escape the advancing Union army, but with the end of the war by the summer he was back in Lynchburg, where he resumed his legal practice. He also served on the Board of Trustees for his alma mater. Keane died on June 13, 1898, in Lynchburg, Virginia. Well after his death, descendants found his meticulously written diary, which offered in-depth views of both civilian and military officials of the Confederacy. It was published in 1957 under the title Inside the Confederate Government. Historians praised the work for its general accuracy and unbiased analyses. It remains an important primary source today.
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Kearny, Philip

Birth Date: June 2, 1815

Death Date: September 1, 1862

Union officer. Philip Kearny was born into a prominent New York City family on June 2, 1815. His parents died when he was young, and he was raised by his maternal grandfather, one of the wealthiest residents of New York City. Kearny wanted to pursue a military career, but his grandfather insisted that he study law at Columbia University, where he earned a degree in 1833. In 1836 his grandfather died, and Kearny inherited a fortune of more than $1 million.
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Union brigadier general of volunteers Philip Kearny was known as an aggressive commander who led from the front. While covering the Union withdrawal on September 1, 1862, in the Battle of Chantilly, Virginia, during the Peninsula Campaign, Kearny rode into a Confederate unit and, refusing demands to surrender, was shot dead. (Library of Congress)

In 1837 Kearny secured a commission as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army and was assigned to the 1st Dragoons, commanded by his uncle Colonel Stephen W. Kearny. Philip Kearny was promoted to first lieutenant in 1839 and sent to study at the French Cavalry School at Saumur. He then participated in several cavalry actions with the Chasseurs d’Afrique in Algeria, where he became known as “Kearny le Magnifique.” Returning to the United States in 1840, he prepared a cavalry manual based on his experiences. Kearny then served successively as aide-de-camp to Generals Alexander Macomb and Winfield Scott. Disappointed with the lack of action, Kearny resigned his commission in 1846.

Kearny returned to the army a month later for the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), commanding a volunteer cavalry company that he raised and equipped at his own expense. Captain Kearny accompanied Scott on his Mexico City Campaign. Leading a charge at the Battle of Churubusco in 1847, Kearny was severely wounded in the left arm, which had to be amputated. He soon returned to duty and was recognized as the first American soldier to enter Mexico City. Kearny continued on active duty until 1851, when the frustrations of the peacetime military led him again to resign his commission.

Kearny then traveled extensively, spending much of his time in France. He joined the French Cavalry and saw combat at the Battle of Solferino (June 24, 1859), when he led a charge against the center of the Austrian line. For this action he was later awarded the Legion of Honor.

The approach of the Civil War prompted Kearny to return to the United States in late April 1861. Despite his combat record, he found it difficult to secure a military command. Even a command in the New York Volunteers fell through, in part because of his physical disability but also because of a divorce from his wife and stories of his unconventional relationship with Agnes Maxwell, with whom he had lived for some years before he was able to secure a divorce and marry her in 1858. In August 1861 Kearny finally obtained command of a brigade of New Jersey Volunteers as a brigadier general of volunteers.

Kearny trained his unit well and then led it in minor actions in northern Virginia in early 1862. In late April 1862 during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Kearny received command of the 3rd Division of III Corps in the Army of the Potomac. At the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862) and during the subsequent Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), Kearny emerged as an aggressive commander who led his troops from the front. He also became a vocal critic of the cautious strategy of Union Army commander Major General George B. McClellan. Following the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862), Kearny urged McClellan in vain to take the offensive. Kearny is also credited with designing the first insignia patches for the army, used by his division. This procedure was later copied throughout the army.

In August 1862 Kearny’s division supported the newly formed Army of Virginia, commanded by Major General John Pope. Kearny fought valiantly in the Union defeat at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 28–30, 1862). With his division serving as a rear guard for the retreating Union forces in the Battle of Chantilly (September 1, 1862), Kearny rode into a Confederate unit. Ignoring calls to surrender, he was shot dead. He was posthumously promoted to major general to rank from July 4, 1862.

NEIL M. HEYMAN AND SPENCER C. TUCKER
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Kearsarge, USS

Union warship. The U.S. Navy screw sloop Kearsarge was one of the most famous ships of the Civil War. It was the second in the two-ship Mohigan class, which entered service in 1859. Both ships were built at the Portsmouth Naval Yard in New Hampshire. Commissioned in January 1862, the Kearsarge was 1,550 tons, 198′6″ in length between perpendiculars, and 33′10″ in beam and had a draft of 15′9″. Bark-rigged and capable of 11 knots under steam, the ship mounted two XI-inch Dahlgren smoothbores in pivot mounts fore and aft and four 32-pounders in broadsides. The ship’s armament also included a 30-pounder rifled gun and a small 12-pounder boat howitzer (the latter not included in the official armament).

Characteristics of USS Kearsarge



	Type
	Sloop of war



	Launch date
	September 11, 1861



	Commission date
	January 24, 1862



	Builder
	Portsmouth Navy Yard



	Length
	201 feet 3 inches



	Beam
	33 feet 8 inches



	Draft
	14 feet 3 inches



	Displacement
	1,570 tons



	Speed
	11 knots



	Armament
	2 XI-inch smoothbore Dahlgren guns



	4 32-pounder guns



	1 30-pounder Parrott rifle




The normal ship’s complement was 160 men. The Kearsarge served with the European Squadron from 1862 to 1866. In June 1864 the Kearsarge was stationed off Calais watching the Confederate commerce raiders Georgia and Rappahannock when word was received that the raider Alabama was at Cherbourg. Captain John A. Winslow and his well-trained crew had spent a year searching for the Alabama, and he was determined that it would not again elude him. The Kearsarge was soon under way.

Only two months out of a Dutch dockyard and in excellent condition, the Kearsarge arrived at Cherbourg on June 14, and the Union crew quickly located the Alabama. The Alabama’s captain, Raphael Semmes, elected to fight, and the battle occurred on June 19, 1864, in the English Channel off Cherbourg. In one of the most spectacular of Civil War naval engagements, the Kearsarge sank the Alabama.

The Kearsarge enjoyed a long service life. It served in the South Pacific (1868–1870), in the Asiatic Squadron (1873–1877), in the North Atlantic Squadron (1879–1882), in the Mediterranean (1883–1886), and in the West Indies (1888–1894). The Kearsarge succumbed only to shipwreck, which occurred on the Rancador Bank off Nicaragua on February 2, 1894.

SPENCER C. TUCKER
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Kearsarge vs. Alabama

Event Date: June 19, 1864

Naval engagement off Cherbourg, France. The Confederate commerce raider Alabama had arrived at the French port of Cherbourg on June 11, 1864. Captain Raphael Semmes hoped that the French would allow his ship access to the French Navy dry dock for routine repairs. French government officials refused, but Semmes was confident that permission would be forthcoming.

The next day, news of the Alabama’s arrival reached Captain John A. Winslow of the third-rate screw steam sloop Kearsarge, then on station in the English Channel to monitor the Confederate raiders Georgia and Rappahannock at Calais. Only two months out of a Dutch dockyard and in excellent repair, the Kearsarge arrived at Cherbourg on June 14, and Winslow took up station off the breakwater without anchoring. Despite the fact that his ship was in poor condition and was slowed by its foul bottom, Semmes opted to do battle; delay would bring more Union warships.

Sunday, June 19, was a perfect day, partly hazy with a calm sea and light wind from the west. At about 9:30 a.m., the French ironclad Couronne escorted the Alabama out. Several other vessels followed, the most prominent of which was the English yacht Deerhound, owned by John Lancaster. Thousands of people on shore also observed the distant battle.

The two ships were closely matched. The Kearsarge was slightly faster and had a crew complement of 160 men. Armament consisted of two XI-inch pivoted-mounted Dahlgren guns and four 32-pounder guns in broadsides. It also mounted one 4.2-inch (30-pounder) Parrott rifled gun. The Alabama had a crew complement of 148 men and mounted a 7-inch Blakeley rifle and a 68-pounder (8-inch) smoothbore as well as six 32-pounders in broadsides. The Kearsarge’s broadside weight of metal was thus about one-fourth greater (364 pounds to 274). The Kearsarge had the advantage in medium- to short-range fire, while the Alabama’s large Blakeley gave it the advantage at long range. Semmes expected to use his starboard guns in broadside and shifted one 32-pounder from the port side to strengthen that battery.
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Illustration by J. O. Davidson showing the U.S. Navy screw sloop Kearsarge sinking the Confederate commerce raider Alabama off the coast of Cherbourg, France, on June 19, 1864. (Library of Congress)

At about 10:20, a lookout on the Kearsarge spotted the Alabama, and Winslow ordered his ship off to the northeast to ensure that the battle would occur at sufficient distance to prevent the Alabama from returning to the French shore.

When the two ships were about a mile and a quarter apart, Winslow reversed course and headed for the Alabama. He too planned to use his starboard battery, so the two ships met one another going in opposite directions. The battle began some six or seven miles offshore and lasted slightly more than one hour. At 10:57, Semmes opened with a broadside at somewhat less than a mile. Not until several minutes later at about a half mile did the Kearsarge reply. Winslow ordered a port turn to place his ship in position to rake the Alabama. Semmes veered to port to avoid this, but this maneuver allowed Winslow to close the range. As the Alabama turned back to starboard, the Kearsarge mirrored its movement, and because the Union ship was faster and Winslow sought to narrow the range, the circles grew progressively smaller from half a mile to one-fourth of a mile in diameter. Each ship fired its starboard batteries only. As they circled, the ships gradually drifted westward in the current.

The Federals were fortunate in that one Blakeley shell failed to explode. It lodged in the Kearsarge’s wooden sternpost; had it gone off, it would have destroyed the steering. The Kearsarge enjoyed an advantage in anchor chain strung over the vital middle parts of the ship. An outward sheathing of one-inch wood painted the same color as the rest of the hull concealed this, but French authorities had informed Semmes. Later Semmes claimed that he was unaware of it and that this was an unfair advantage and the reason why the Alabama lost the battle, but as one of his own officers wrote later, he had urged Semmes to do the same.

As the range lessened, shells from the two XI-inch Dahlgrens tore large holes in the side of the Alabama. During the seventh circle, Semmes was slightly wounded in the hand by a shell fragment. At the beginning of the eighth circle, when the two ships were about 400 yards apart, Semmes saw that his ship was in sinking condition and turned it out of the circle, ordering all sails set in hopes of making the French shore, but the Alabama was taking on too much water and was completely at the mercy of the Kearsarge. Semmes then ordered the colors hauled down and his men to abandon ship. The Alabama sank, stern first, at 12:24 p.m.

Perhaps surprisingly, the Alabama got off many more shots, 370, but only some 30 of them struck home, and these did little damage. Winslow reported that during the battle the Kearsarge had fired 173 shots, of which a high percentage struck. The Alabama’s crew did labor under the disadvantage of weakened powder. There were 41 casualties aboard the Confederate vessel: 9 men dead and 20 wounded in addition to 12 drowned. The Kearsarge suffered only 3 wounded, 1 of whom later died. The Deerhound, which had been about a mile away during the battle, ran under the stern of the Kearsarge. As most of the Union ship’s boats had been damaged in the battle, Winslow allowed Lancaster to take aboard survivors. The Deerhound rescued 42 men, including Semmes, and took all of them to Southampton. The British government rejected demands that the men be turned over to U.S. authorities.
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Keene, Laura

Birth Date: 1826

Death Date: November 4, 1873

English-born American actress whose theatrical company was performing at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C., when President Abraham Lincoln was assassinated on April 14, 1865. Laura Keene was born Mary Francis Moss in Winchester, England, in 1826. She enjoyed a storied professional career beginning in England, where she was involved in art restoration and acting. She arrived in the United States as a single mother with two young daughters in 1852. Initially America was to be a stop on her way to Australia, but she ended up staying in New York. Keene made her first appearance on the American stage on September 20, 1852, in New York City.

Keene gained great acclaim as an actress. She was known for what was described as her striking beauty, and the tenor of her productions ranged from Shakespearian drama to popular comedic plays and musicals. Reportedly, her productions were of very high quality, and much was made of the exquisite costumes and theatrical sets, which she either designed or made.

In 1855 Keene opened and managed her own playhouse in New York City called Laura Keene’s New Theatre, which she managed until 1863. She was the first woman to manage a theater house in the United States. As a manager, she encouraged American playwrights and actors alike and often held contests and awarded winning playwrights prizes worth thousands of dollars. She also trained actors for her own productions.

Keene is perhaps best known for the fact that she was starring in Our American Cousin, a farcical comedy, at Ford’s Theatre when Lincoln was shot. She helped settle the audience down during the panic that immediately followed the shooting and then went up to the presidential box and rested the president’s head on her lap. She remained with the dying president and Mary Todd Lincoln until Lincoln was transported across the street to the William Peterson home, where he died on the morning of April 15.

Keene continued to enjoy theatrical success until her death in Montclair, New Jersey, on November 4, 1873.
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Keifer, Joseph Warren

Birth Date: January 30, 1836

Death Date: April 22, 1932

Union officer. Born in Clark County, Ohio, on January 30, 1836, Joseph Warren Keifer attended Antioch College. He then worked on his family farm while studying law. In 1858 he opened a law practice in Springfield, Ohio.

In April 1861, Keifer joined the 3rd Ohio Infantry as a major. He served in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia) and fought in the Battles of Rich Mountain (July 11, 1861) and Cheat Mountain (September 11–15, 1861). Promoted to lieutenant colonel in February 1862, in September 1862 he became colonel of the 110th Ohio Infantry. Following the Union victory at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Keifer and his regiment were ordered to New York City to help suppress the draft riots there. Although he never held a substantive rank above colonel, Keifer commanded a brigade for much of the rest of the war.

Back with the Army of the Potomac, the Ohioans participated in General Ulysses Grant’s Overland Campaign from May 4 to June 12, 1864. Keifer was wounded at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) but was out of action for only a brief time. When he returned to duty, he assumed command of a brigade in VI Corps, which was detached to Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Army of the Shenandoah. Keifer performed conspicuously during Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) and commanded a division during the decisive Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864), for which he was brevetted brigadier general of volunteers. Returning with VI Corps to the Army of the Potomac, Keifer took part in breaking the Confederate lines at Petersburg and then participated in the pursuit of General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, terminating with Lee’s surrender at Appomattox on April 9. Brevetted major general of volunteers, Keifer mustered out of the service in June 1865.

Following the Civil War, Keifer returned to Ohio and resumed his practice. Active in Republican politics, he served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1877 to 1885 and was Speaker of the House (1881–1883). During the Spanish-American War of 1898, Keifer was appointed major general of volunteers and led VII Corps in the occupation of Havana. When he returned to the United States, he published a book titled Slavery and Four Years of War. He returned to Congress, again serving in the House from 1905 to 1911. Keifer died On April 22, 1932, in Springfield, Ohio.
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Keitt, Laurence Massillon

Birth Date: October 4, 1824

Death Date: June 4, 1864

Politician and Confederate officer. Laurence Massillon Keitt was born on October 4, 1824, in Orangeburg District, South Carolina. He graduated from South Carolina College in 1843, studied law, was admitted to the bar in 1845, and began a law practice in Orangeburg. From 1848 to 1853, Keitt served in the South Carolina House of Representatives as a Democrat.

A rabid defender of states’ rights and one of the early Fire-Eaters who advocated Southern secession, Keitt was a delegate to the 1850 Nashville Convention, where he argued forcefully for immediate secession. Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1852, he served from March 1853 to July 1856 and again from August 1856 until December 1860. He temporarily resigned his seat in July 1856 after the House censured him for his role in the severe beating of Senator Charles Sumner in May 1856.

Keitt was a delegate to the South Carolina Secession Convention and served as a representative in the Provisional Congress of the Confederacy (February–July 1861). He played a sizable role in the selection of the president and helped draft the Confederate Constitution. Believing that he could be better used on the battlefield, Keitt did not seek a seat in the First Confederate Congress, instead deciding to recruit the 20th South Carolina Volunteer Infantry Regiment. Elected its colonel in early 1862, his unit served first at Sullivan’s Island, where it helped to thwart the Union naval attack on Fort Sumter on April 7, 1863. Early in the summer of 1863, Keitt’s outfit was transferred to neighboring Morris Island, which came under withering Union fire in early September. After holding out as long as he could, Keitt was ordered to vacate the island but received high praise for his stubborn defense. The 20th South Carolina was then stationed at Mount Pleasant, just north of Charleston.

In early 1864 Keitt’s force was sent north, taking up a defensive position around the Confederate capital at Richmond during the spring. At the end of May, Keitt was ordered to join General Robert E. Lee’s army at Cold Harbor after being given a brigade command. Keitt was shot on June 3 at the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). He died on June 4, 1864, in a nearby field hospital in Hanover County, Virginia.
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Kell, John McIntosh

Birth Date: January 23, 1823

Death Date: October 5, 1900

Confederate naval officer. Born near Darien, Georgia, on January 23, 1823, John McIntosh Kell entered the U.S. Navy on a midshipman’s warrant on September 9, 1841, and served at sea first in the Home Squadron and then in the Pacific Squadron before and during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), when he also saw action on land in the campaign to secure California. Advanced to passed midshipman on August 10, 1847, he then joined the sloop Albany in the West Indies. In February 1848 Kell and three other passed midshipmen refused an order they perceived to be demeaning: lighting a candle to summon the relief attendant, a task usually carried out by ordinary midshipmen rather than passed midshipmen. The four midshipmen were court-martialed and dismissed from the service in November 1849.

Reinstated in late 1850, Kell was assigned to the steam frigate Susquehanna. He took part in Commodore Matthew C. Perry’s expedition to Japan in 1853 and was master of the flagship Mississippi on the homeward cruise. Kell was formally promoted to master on September 14, 1855, and to lieutenant on that same date.

With the secession of Georgia from the Union, Kell resigned his commission in the U.S. Navy on January 23, 1861. Initially joining the Georgia State Navy, he was commissioned a lieutenant in the Confederate Navy on March 26, 1861. Kell was promoted to commander in June 1864, to date from October 4, 1863.

Kell first served under Captain Raphael Semmes as the executive officer of the first Confederate commerce raider, the Sumter (1861–1862), and then followed Semmes in the same position to the commerce raider Alabama (1862–1864). Responsible for the day-to-day operations of the cruiser, Kell played a key role in that ship’s success and was with the Alabama during the entirety of its cruise, which included the sinking of the Union side-wheeler schooner Hatteras off Galveston, Texas, on January 11, 1863, and the loss of the Alabama in its engagement with the U.S. Navy steam sloop Kearsarge off Cherbourg, France, on June 19, 1864.

Rescued by the British yacht Deerhound following the sinking of the Alabama, Kell returned to the Confederacy. He commanded the Confederate Navy ironclad Richmond in the James River Squadron from December 31, 1864, to February 1865. He thus took part in the Battle of Trent’s Reach (January 23–24, 1865) in the James River. Granted leave of absence for poor health on March 24, 1865, Kell returned to Georgia to convalesce and signed parole papers in Macon on May 16, 1865.

Kell settled in Spalding County, Georgia, and sought to make a living by farming. He published several articles on the Alabama and strongly defended its role in the Civil War. After several decades of profitless farming, in 1887 Kell secured appointment as Georgia adjutant general, a position to which he was periodically reappointed and held until his death in Atlanta on October 5, 1900. That spring he had signed a contract to publish his memoirs, Recollections of a Naval Life, which was published that same year.
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Kelley, Benjamin Franklin

Birth Date: April 10, 1807

Death Date: July 16, 1891

Union officer. Benjamin Franklin Kelley was born on April 10, 1807, in New Hampton, New Hampshire. In 1826 he relocated to Wheeling (then in western Virginia), where he became a successful merchant. In 1851 he accepted a management position with the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, a position he held until 1861. After the Civil War began in April 1861, Kelley recruited a 90-day infantry regiment known as the 1st (West) Virginia and was elected its colonel on May 22. His regiment saw action at the Battle of Philippi (June 3, 1861), in which Kelley was severely wounded. After a lengthy convalescence, he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers to date from May 17.

For much of the war, Kelley saw duty chiefly in West Virginia and western Maryland, where he was charged with protecting the strategic Baltimore & Ohio Railroad from Confederate attack. Kelley was thought to be ideally suited for this purpose because of his long employment with the railroad. Confederate raiding parties mounted numerous assaults against the rail line and depots, most of which Kelley and his men were able to repulse. After the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Kelley’s brigade participated in the Union pursuit of retreating Confederate forces. In November 1863 his command was involved in a raid against Confederate brigadier general John Imboden’s encampment in Moorefield, West Virginia.

In the summer of 1864, Kelley’s men engaged in skirmishes around Cumberland, Maryland, and took part in the Battle of Moorefield (August 7, 1864). He was brevetted major general on August 5, 1864. That November, the Confederates launched a successful raid on a Union depot at New Creek, West Virginia, taking Kelley’s command by surprise. Kelley’s pursuit of the raiders proved unsuccessful, drawing a rebuke from his commanding officer, Major General Philip H. Sheridan.

By early 1865, Kelley and his command were in Cumberland, where during the night of February 21, 1865, a Confederate raiding party entered the town undetected. Both Kelley and his department commander, Major General George Crook, were taken prisoner. The two men were exchanged shortly thereafter, but Kelley’s military career was in tatters. He resigned his commission on June 1, 1865.

Kelley held several government positions after the war, including West Virginia internal revenue collector, superintendent of the Hot Springs Military Reservation, and pension examiner in Washington, D.C. Kelley died on July 16, 1891, in Oakland, Maryland.
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Kelly, John Herbert

Birth Date: March 31, 1840

Death Date: September 4, 1864

Confederate officer. John Herbert Kelly was born on March 31, 1840, in Pickens County, Alabama, and secured an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1857 but left the academy on December 29, 1860, during the secession crisis before he could graduate. In the early spring of 1861, he entered the Confederate Army as a second lieutenant. Shortly thereafter, he was advanced to captain and given a staff position under Brigadier General William J. Hardee. Advanced to major on September 23, 1861, Kelly received command of the 9th Arkansas Battalion.

Kelly performed effective service in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he spearheaded an attack against a Union contingent northeast of Shiloh Church on April 7. His performance earned him promotion to colonel of the 8th Arkansas Infantry Regiment, which he commanded at the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862) and the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). On the second day of the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), he took temporary command of a brigade, leading it in a charge against a Union position.

Advanced to brigadier general on November 16, 1863, Kelly was given charge of a cavalry division under Major General Joseph Wheeler. Kelly remained with Wheeler as a division commander through the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). On the last day of that campaign during Wheeler’s raid into Tennessee, Kelly was mortally wounded while engaging Union cavalry near Franklin. He died on September 4, 1864. At the time of his appointment to brigadier, the 23-year-old Kelly was the youngest general officer in the Confederate Army.
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Kelly’s Ford, Battle of

Event Date: March 17, 1863

Cavalry engagement in Culpeper County, Virginia, along the Rappahannock River. Through early 1863, Confederate cavalry under Major General J. E. B. Stuart consistently outperformed Union cavalry. Although the latter possessed adequate resources, it lacked the leadership, confidence, and experience to best the more seasoned Confederates.

In late February 1863, one of Stuart’s key subordinates, Brigadier General Fitzhugh Lee, had led a daring raid north of Fredericksburg, Virginia, near Hartwood Church. Among Union leaders there was significant pressure to halt Confederate cavalry operations of this type. Indeed, Major General Joseph Hooker gave his cavalry commander, Major General George Stoneman, an ultimatum to end such raids or be relieved of his command.

In mid-March, Union scouts assigned to Brigadier General William W. Averell’s 2nd Cavalry Division detected Lee’s cavalry near Culpeper Court House. Averell quickly assembled some 2,100 troopers organized into three brigades and commanded by Colonels Alfred N. Duffié and John B. McIntosh and Captain Marcus Reno to meet the Confederate cavalry, numbering about 800 and organized into five regiments.

On the early morning of March 17, Averell’s advance forces reached Kelly’s Ford on the Rappahannock River but met heavy fire from Confederate sharpshooters. Union forces were eventually able to force a crossing of the river but only after two hours of false starts. Alerted to the crossing, Lee advanced to block the Union forces, meeting them about two miles northwest of Kelly’s Ford.

General Stuart happened to be at Culpeper Court House that day and rode out with his artillery chief, Major John Pelham, to witness the battle. They discovered that Confederate forces were not faring well, being outnumbered two to one and facing a well-positioned Union artillery battery. Pelham was later killed in the fighting, hit in the head by a shell fragment.

All five of Lee’s regiments advanced abreast but were forced back when Duffié disobeyed Averell’s orders and conducted a surprise attack. Lee counterattacked but was again forced back by superior Union numbers and artillery. Reno did not advance in support of Duffié’s forces, maintaining his position as per Averell’s orders, and the opportunity to rout the Confederate cavalry was thus lost. Fierce fighting occurred over a period of at least five hours, with a series of charges and countercharges. For the first time in the war, the 2nd Virginia Cavalry was forced to withdraw. Lee’s men mounted one final attack late in the afternoon, which was neatly repulsed.

By early evening Averell had withdrawn his forces, citing exhausted horses and men, although some of his fellow officers questioned whether he had lost his nerve because of Stuart’s presence on the battlefield and sounds of an approaching Confederate train, possibly bringing reinforcing infantry that could pin his Union cavalry against the river. The Battle of Kelly’s Ford resulted in approximately 170 Confederate and 80 Union casualties. Although the Union cavalry had failed to achieve its objective of destroying the smaller Confederate force, the battle bolstered Union morale because for the first time the federal horsemen had been able to hold their own against Stuart.
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Kemper, James Lawson

Birth Date: June 11, 1823

Death Date: April 7, 1895

Confederate officer. James Lawson Kemper was born on June 11, 1823, in Madison County, Virginia, and graduated from Washington College (Washington and Lee University) in 1842. He later became an attorney, saw action as a volunteer captain during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), and was elected to the Virginia House of Delegates, where he took a keen interest in the militia and served from 1853 until 1861. His efforts to supply and train the Virginia Militia helped ready that state’s troops for war in 1861.

In the spring of 1861, Kemper was elected colonel of the 7th Virginia Infantry Regiment, which he led during several engagements, including the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). Promoted to brigadier general on June 3, 1862, Kemper fought well during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and led a division at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). He also played a sizable role at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Commanding a brigade under Major General George E. Pickett at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Kemper was gravely wounded and taken prisoner on the last day of fighting. He was exchanged in September 1863.

By early 1864, Kemper held a staff position organizing reserve forces in Richmond and was advanced to major general on September 19, 1864. In the waning weeks of the war in the spring of 1865, he led reserves in Richmond’s defenses. After the war, he returned to his law practice and served as Virginia’s governor as a Democrat (1874–1878). Kemper died on April 7, 1895, in Orange County, Virginia.
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Kenly, John Reese

Birth Date: January 11, 1818

Death Date: December 20, 1891

Union officer. John Reese Kenly was born on January 11, 1818, in Baltimore, Maryland. After studying law, he was admitted to the bar in 1845 and established a legal practice. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Kenly served as a volunteer captain and then a major and was commended for gallantry at the Battle of Monterrey.

With the start of the Civil War, Kenly received a colonel’s commission on June 11, 1861, and took command of the 1st Maryland Infantry Regiment. During the next 10 months or so, his regiment was on garrison duty in western Maryland. Kenly then led his troops into combat at the Battle of Front Royal (May 23, 1862), where he was seriously wounded and taken prisoner.

Kenly was exchanged on August 15, 1862, and advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on August 22. Taking charge of the Maryland Brigade, for most of the fall of 1862 he was tasked with protecting the strategic Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. During the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863), he took temporary command of a division in I Corps.

Kenly was next assigned to command the District of Delaware in the spring of 1864. That July, he took part in the pursuit of Confederate troops under Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early, who had just staged a raid against Washington, D.C. Thereafter, Kenly was assigned command of the District of Eastern Shore in Maryland, a post he held until the war ended. He mustered out of service on August 25, 1865, after being brevetted major general. Kenly returned to Baltimore, where he practiced law until his death there on December 20, 1891.
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Kennedy, John Doby

Birth Date: January 5, 1840

Death Date: April 14, 1896

Confederate officer. John Doby Kennedy was born on January 5, 1840, in Camden, South Carolina. He attended South Carolina College from 1855 to 1857. Thereafter, he studied law and was admitted to the state bar in January 1861. In April, Kennedy entered Confederate service as a captain in the 2nd South Carolina Infantry Regiment and saw combat at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he was wounded. In February 1862 he was elevated to colonel of the 2nd South Carolina and led his regiment during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Taken ill immediately thereafter, he was placed on sick leave.

Kennedy next saw action during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) and played a significant role in the capture of Harpers Ferry and in the Battle of Antietam (September 17), during which he was again wounded. Kennedy led two regiments at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and subsequently led the 2nd South Carolina at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and then at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where he sustained a serious wound on the second day of combat. That autumn he accompanied I Corps to the western theater but saw little action.

Frequently disabled because of wounds and illness, Kennedy saw action during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) and for part of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). He was also on hand for portions of Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Kennedy was advanced to brigadier general on December 22, 1864.

By month’s end, Kennedy had been dispatched to South Carolina to defend against Major General William T. Sherman’s anticipated March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865), during which Kennedy fought at the Battle of Averasboro (March 16) and the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21). By the time he surrendered at Greensboro, he had sustained several additional wounds.

Kennedy returned to Camden and was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in December 1865; however, his unwillingness to take the Ironclad Oath kept him from claiming his seat. He thereafter practiced law and was a vocal opponent of Reconstruction. Kennedy served in the state legislature (1878–1879) and was South Carolina’s lieutenant governor (1880–1883). He later served as U.S. consul general at Shanghai (1885–1889). Kennedy died on April 14, 1896, in Camden, South Carolina.
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Kenner, Duncan Farrar

Birth Date: February 11, 1813

Death Date: July 3, 1887

Confederate politician and diplomat. Duncan Farrar Kenner was born on February 11, 1813, in New Orleans, to a well-to-do family. He graduated from Miami (Ohio) University in 1831. After a four-year grand tour of Europe, he studied law but eventually became a sugar planter in Ascension Parish, Louisiana. First elected to the Louisiana legislature in 1836, he served multiple terms. He was elected to the Provisional Confederate Congress in February 1861 and to the two regular Congresses thereafter.

In the Confederate Congress, Kenner chaired the important Ways and Means Committee. He urged a robust economic program to pay for the war, including increased taxes and a protective tariff, measures that were generally opposed by many states’ rights Confederates. By 1864, with the war now going badly for the Confederacy, Kenner had become convinced that the conflict with the North could be won only with an emancipation proclamation for Southern slaves and with European assistance. In the autumn of 1864 he agreed to undertake a risky clandestine mission to Europe, where he hoped to convince European leaders to recognize the Confederacy.

Forced to travel incognito and departing from New York City in February 1865 in disguise, Kenner reached France later that month and there met with Napoleon III. The French emperor was polite and cordial but offered no support to the Confederacy unless the British did the same. In London, Prime Minister Lord Palmerston’s reception of Kenner was decidedly chilly, and Palmerston seemed unmoved by Kenner’s promise of emancipation in return for recognition. By now the defeat of the Confederacy seemed all but certain, and Kenner left Europe empty-handed.

Kenner did not reach his Louisiana plantation until after the war had ended, finding much of it damaged or destroyed. Undeterred, he quickly rebuilt and made it a highly successful operation by the 1870s. Kenner was a vocal opponent of Reconstruction, but in 1882 he was appointed to the U.S. Tariff Commission. He was also active in a number of Louisiana civic and political organizations. Kenner died on July 3, 1887, in New Orleans.
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Kennesaw Mountain, Battle of

Event Date: June 27, 1864

Battle during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) fought in Cobb County, Georgia. Fearing an envelopment by Union forces under commander of the Division of Mississippi Major General William T. Sherman, during the night of June 18–19 General Joseph Johnston, commander of the Confederate Army of Tennessee, had withdrawn his army from Pine Mountain and entrenched at the previously selected position of high ground at Kennesaw Mountain. The arc-shaped seven-mile-long Confederate line ran from east of Kennesaw Mountain just northwest of Marietta to Little Kennesaw Mountain to the southwest, then south to Olley’s Creek. The Confederate position provided cover for the Western & Atlantic Railroad, the supply route for Atlanta.

Through seven weeks and 70 miles of the Atlanta Campaign, Sherman had employed the same tactic of moving his three armies around the Confederate left flank. Each time Johnston had managed to evade envelopment, slipping away and then again entrenching farther south. This time a flanking attack was rendered difficult by impassable roads from incessant rains. In any case, Sherman was impatient with such maneuvers, and convinced that the Confederate line was stretched too thin, he decided on a frontal assault on the center of the Confederate line, with divisions feinting attacks on the flanks.

Sherman enjoyed an overwhelming numerical advantage. He commanded some 98,500 men, while Johnston had only some 50,000 in three infantry corps under Lieutenant Generals William J. Hardee and John Bell Hood and Major General William W. Loring (replacing Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk, killed at Pine Mountain on June 14) in addition to a cavalry corps commanded by Major General Joseph Wheeler. Hood commanded the Confederate left, Hardee the center, and Loring the right.
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Union major general William T. Sherman directing Union troops attacking Confederate lines during the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain, Georgia, on June 27, 1864. Period sketch by Alfred R. Waud. (Library of Congress)

In order to force Johnston to weaken his defensive line by stretching it farther, on June 26 Sherman dispatched part of Major General John M. Schofield’s Army of the Ohio south against Johnston’s left flank, ordering him to attack somewhere near Powder Springs Road. Despite the fact that three of Schofield’s brigades were able to cross and secure a toehold on the south bank of Olley’s Creek on the far Confederate left, Sherman decided to proceed with his plan for the main assault to occur against the Confederate center. Major General James B. McPherson’s Army of the Tennessee was to feint against Confederate positions on the extreme Union left at the north end of Kennesaw Mountain on the outskirts of Marietta, while his XV Corps under Major General John A. Logan attacked Pigeon Hill on the southwestern corner of Little Kennesaw Mountain. The main attack against the Confederate center would be carried out by Major General George H. Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland.

At 8:00 a.m. on the morning of June 27, 1864, some 200 Union guns opened fire on the Confederate lines, and the Southern artillery responded in kind. A half hour later, Logan’s XV Corps of some 5,500 men advanced. At first the Federals registered some success, with Logan’s men driving in Confederate pickets in the hills south of Burnt Hickory Road, but the Union troops then came across 5,000 Confederates in well-entrenched positions, and following hand-to-hand combat, the drive was halted.

Somewhat behind schedule and two miles to the south, at about 9:00 a.m. some 9,000 men in Brigadier General John Newton’s division of Major General Oliver O. Howard’s IV Corps and Brigadier General Jefferson C. Davis’s division of Major General John M. Palmer’s XIV Corps of the Army of the Cumberland proceeded against Hardee’s corps divisions under Major Generals Benjamin F. Cheatham and Patrick R. Cleburne on and north of what is now known as Cheatham Hill. Here the Union troops encountered a hail of Confederate artillery and rifle fire. Two desperate Union assaults were turned back.

By noon, the battle was over. It was a costly tactical defeat for Sherman, who had sustained some 3,000 casualties; Johnston had suffered only 750. With Schofield’s men now threatening his left flank, however, Johnston again withdrew, prompting President Jefferson Davis to replace him on July 17 with Hood.
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Kentucky

Strategically important border state that was sharply divided in sentiment between North and South during the Civil War. Kentucky encompasses 40,409 square miles and is bordered by Indiana and Ohio to the north, Tennessee to the south, Virginia and West Virginia to the east, and Illinois and Missouri to the west. Kentucky also has a long border along the strategically significant Ohio River and borders the Mississippi River in the far southwestern corner of the state. Because of Kentucky’s central location and access to these key rivers, both the Union and the Confederacy saw the state as critically important.

The 1860 census listed Kentucky’s population at 1,155,651 people. Of that number, approximately 19.5 percent were African American, and of these more than 90 percent were enslaved or otherwise encumbered. The state was practically evenly divided between pro-Union and pro-Confederate sympathizers, although many pro-Unionists did not find the prevalence of slavery in the state particularly troubling. While Kentucky’s Democratic governor Beriah Magoffin (1859–1862) was pro-Southern, the state assembly was largely pro-Union, which further split the state during the war. Magoffin’s successors were more moderate and neutral, but by then the damage had already been done.

Kentucky had equally strong ties to both the North and the South. Economically, Kentucky had stronger ties to the South because of the state’s agricultural exports and access to the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. Many Kentuckians were independent-minded, and a majority of those in the northern part of the state harbored pro-Union sentiments.

Although Kentucky did not have a large industrial base at the time of the war, it was a major producer of agricultural products, including tobacco, wheat, hemp, corn, and flax. Moreover, its prominent position along the Ohio River made it a natural defensive barrier against Union advances south, across the river. Confederate leaders also knew that it might be possible to launch an expedition north into the Great Lakes from Kentucky, using the Ohio River as the primary means of transport. Both sides understood quite clearly the geographical significance of the state.

Governor Magoffin ignored President Abraham Lincoln’s call for troops in April 1861, but the state assembly, which was pro-Union, adopted a neutrality resolution on May 20, 1861. It would soon become clear, however, that neither side would long be able to honor Kentucky’s neutrality. Nevertheless, Kentuckians enlisted in both the Union Army and the Confederate Army in significant numbers. Those loyal to the Union were trained in Ohio and Indiana, while Southern sympathizers underwent training in Tennessee. Further bifurcating Kentucky was the Kentucky Militia, which split into two groups—pro-Union and pro-Confederate. Most remained on home guard duty, but when Confederate troops broke the Kentuckians’ neutrality and entered the state in September 1861, Kentucky militiamen joined forces with one side or the other. This would lead to great tragedy for many Kentuckians, as the war would see brother fighting brother.

In November 1861, a group of pro-Southern Kentuckians fighting with Confederate forces passed a secession ordinance at Russellville, Kentucky. The effort resulted in a pro-Confederate provisional government, headquartered at Bowling Green. The following month, based on the rogue government, the Confederate Congress admitted Kentucky as a Confederate state. For all intents and purposes, however, the move was chiefly a symbolic one, as the provisional government enjoyed little popular support in Kentucky. Meanwhile, in a special June 1861 election, Kentuckians elected nine pro-Union representatives to Congress; only one was pro-South. Two months later, elections for the state assembly resulted in a large Unionist majority, which gave Northern sympathizers a veto-proof victory margin.

On September 3, 1861, Kentucky’s neutrality was shattered when Confederate major general Leonidas Polk led a sizable force north from Tennessee into Kentucky, in the process capturing Columbus and Hickman, located along the Mississippi River. To stymie the Confederate advance, Union forces under Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant left Cairo, Illinois; crossed into Kentucky; and occupied Paducah on September 6. The Kentucky legislature called for an immediate withdrawal of Confederate (but not Union) troops from Kentucky, a resolution that was vetoed by pro-Southern governor Magoffin. The veto was overridden, and Magoffin reluctantly ordered Polk’s forces to retreat from the state. Nevertheless, once the neutrality had been breached, it was impossible to reimpose it. More Confederate and Union forces moved into the state over the course of the war, and it became the site of numerous battles and skirmishes.

The Union victories at Logan Cross Roads (Mill Springs) in eastern Kentucky on January 16, 1862, and during the Forts Henry and Donelson Campaign (February 6–16, 1862), which was waged in both Kentucky and Tennessee, rendered Kentucky untenable for Confederate forces. After that, Kentucky was dominated by the Union but was still the target of Confederate forces. Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan conducted several raids into and through Kentucky in 1862 and 1863, but the Southerners were unable to capitalize on them. Some of the engagements fought in Kentucky include the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862), the Siege of Munfordville (September 13–17, 1862), and Perryville (October 8, 1862), which were part of the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). The Confederates were never able to establish a stronghold in the state after 1862, however.

The war not only resulted in the destruction of personal property but also tore Kentucky’s population in two. The practically even support for North and South bitterly divided families, many of which were never made whole again. In total, about 76,000 Kentuckians served in the Union Army, including those pro-Union segments of the Kentucky Militia, while some 25,000 served in the Confederate ranks. Of the approximately 100,000 who took up arms, about 30,000 died, 20,000 to disease and exposure and 10,000 to actual battle wounds.
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Kentucky, Confederate Army of

Short-lived Confederate military force established on August 25, 1862, under the command of Major General Edmund Kirby Smith. The Army of Kentucky was created to aid the Confederates’ Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862); it had existed before this time as the Army of East Tennessee. Smith’s army numbered some 6,000 seasoned infantrymen and 850 cavalrymen. On August 29, the Confederate Army of Kentucky engaged a Union force of some 6,000 at Richmond, Kentucky. The engagement ended in a resounding victory for Smith’s force.

Within days, Smith had asserted control over the area between Richmond and Lexington, and by the end of September he controlled all of central Kentucky. The Kentucky Campaign, however, ground to a halt after the inconclusive Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). The Confederates quit central Kentucky by October 26, at which time the Confederate Army of Kentucky existed in name only. On November 20, 1862, the vestiges of the force again became part of the Army of East Tennessee.
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Kentucky, Union Army of

The armed component of the Union Department of Kentucky. The Army of Kentucky was actually three different armies. At the start of the Civil War, while both the Union and Confederate governments were attempting to lure neutral Kentucky to their side, U.S. Navy lieutenant (later brigadier general) William “Bull” Nelson and Union colonel (later major general) Lovell H. Rousseau were assembling volunteers at Kentucky’s Camp Dick Robinson and Camp Joe Holt. Kentucky’s neutrality guided Union behavior and led to the creation on May 28, 1861, of the Department of Kentucky, under the command of Kentucky native Brigadier General Robert Anderson. The department comprised all of the state within 100 miles of the Ohio River, but the organization was short-lived.

That summer witnessed the breaching of Kentucky’s neutrality, and on August 5, 1861, the Department of Kentucky was merged with the Department of the Cumberland. Volunteers under the command of both Nelson and Rousseau were then organized into the Army of Kentucky on August 25, 1861, and placed under the command of Brigadier General Gordon Granger. The army consisted of only two brigades, commanded by Brigadier Generals M. D. Manson and Charles Cruft. (Some sources also refer to Granger’s command as the 5th Division and cavalry of the Army of the Mississippi.) This first Army of Kentucky was subsequently defeated and much of it captured in the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862) in Kentucky.

The second Army of Kentucky was established in October 1862 and consisted of three divisions under Brigadier Generals Stephen Burbridge, Green Clay Smith, and Absalom Baird. Almost as soon as the army was formed, however, it was dismantled. Its regiments were reassigned to other forces and departments before year’s end.

The third Army of Kentucky was established in February 1863, again under the command of now Major General Granger (thus the name Granger’s Army of Kentucky) with four brigades. Two of the brigades were commanded by Baird, the third was led by Brigadier General W. P. Reed, and the fourth was under Brigadier General George Crook. Between June 8 and October 9, 1863, these brigades formed the nucleus of Granger’s Reserve Corps that until October 1863 was part of Brigadier General William Rosecrans’s Army of the Cumberland. It was this third Army of Kentucky that fought with such distinction at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) under the command of Brigadier General James Steedman. During the critical stage of the battle’s second day, Granger had three brigades of his Reserve Corps protecting the Union flank near McAffee’s Church. He boldly moved two of them to meet the Confederate threat, managing to prevent a rout. This last Army of Kentucky endured until June 27, 1865.
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Kentucky Campaign

Start Date: August 14, 1862

End Date: October 26, 1862

Confederate offensive into Kentucky in an effort to wrest that state from Union control. On July 30, 1862, Major General Braxton Bragg, assigned to command the Confederate Army of Mississippi the month before, arrived in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and met with Major General Edmund Kirby Smith. Smith had been sent from Virginia to command the Department of East Tennessee following a succession of Union victories in the western theater. The two commanders now devised a plan for a two-pronged Confederate effort to trap Union major general Don Carlos Buell’s Army of the Ohio or force it to withdraw into Kentucky, whereupon they hoped to bring that state into the Confederate fold.

Many Confederates believed that given the opportunity, Kentuckians would rise up against the Federals and join the Confederate cause. Bragg, however, failed to develop a well-devised plan for gaining control of the state. Success rested largely on effective cooperation between the two Confederate commanders and Kentuckians taking up arms against the Union in substantial numbers. Neither was achieved.

The Confederate offensive began when Smith’s 14,000 men departed Knoxville, Tennessee, on August 14, 1862. Avoiding Union troops holding Cumberland Gap, Smith moved rapidly into Kentucky. Two weeks later Bragg moved from Chattanooga, crossing the Cumberland River with approximately 30,000 men on August 28 some 100 miles to the west, and advanced toward Glasgow, Kentucky.

On August 30, Smith’s army encountered and defeated an inexperienced Union force of 6,500 men at Richmond, Kentucky, in the Bluegrass region. The Confederates captured substantial Union supplies and artillery. Following the capture of Richmond, Smith pushed on to Lexington, arriving there on September 1. Believing that he had achieved his primary objectives, he then spread his men out over the region, hoping to attract Kentuckians to the Confederate cause. His failure to advance farther, however, totally disregarded Bragg’s movements and meant that Smith was unable to assist his compatriot.

Bragg, meanwhile, arrived in Glasgow on September 13. There he found himself in a strong strategic position, having placed his army between those of Buell and Smith and in a good spot to cut off the Union line of retreat. However, an unauthorized attack took place on what was believed to be an inexperienced Union garrison in the small town of Munfordville, where the Louisville & Nashville Railroad crossed the Green River on a major bridge. The initial Confederate attack failed, and Bragg felt compelled to deal with this Union force rather than follow his original plan of bypassing the area. Although the Union garrison at Munfordville surrendered on September 17, this diversion proved costly to the Confederates, who had wasted valuable time and resources to capture a position that was useless to the overall campaign.

A week later Bragg’s forces had reached Bardstown. They remained there until October 3. Bragg, meanwhile, met with Smith at Lexington before proceeding on to the Kentucky capital of Frankfort to make arrangements for the inauguration of Richard Hawes as the Confederate governor on October 4.

Buell reacted slowly to the threat by the Confederates, but once the direction of their movements was clear, he moved swiftly to save Louisville. Collecting three additional divisions supplied by Major General Ulysses S. Grant and bringing his total strength to some 50,000 men, Buell arrived at Louisville on September 29. Buell’s men advanced in four columns, with the main Union effort against Bardstown. Bragg had expected the principal Union thrust to be against Frankfort and had sent some of his men there to reinforce Smith. On October 7, Union troops encountered Bragg’s remaining 16,000 men at Perryville. The next morning, October 8, Union troops attacked in force, opening the Battle of Perryville. The only major battle of the entire campaign, it involved attacks and counterattacks by each side. Buell planned an all-out attack for the morning of October 9, but the Confederates decamped during the night. The Battle of Perryville claimed 4,200 Union and 3,400 Confederate casualties.

Smith and Bragg rejoined at London, Kentucky, and there concluded that Kentuckians were not going to flock to the Confederate cause in any great numbers. In any case, the Southerners were experiencing difficulty feeding and supplying their men, many of whom were sick and wounded. By October 26, the last Confederate forces were back in Tennessee. The failed Kentucky Campaign did nothing to boost Confederate morale and served only to showcase lackluster generalship on the part of both Bragg and Smith. At the same time Buell, who despite superior numbers had failed to bring the Confederates to decisive battle, was relieved of command of the Army of the Ohio.
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Kernstown, First Battle of

Event Date: March 23, 1862

Engagement during Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). The First Battle of Kernstown took place a few miles south of Winchester near the tiny hamlet of Kernstown. In March 1862 Union major general George B. McClellan began his drive toward Richmond with the Army of the Potomac in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston opposed him with the Army of Northern Virginia. Already outnumbered two to one, Johnston feared that Union forces in the Shenandoah Valley under the command of Major General Nathaniel P. Banks would be sent to reinforce McClellan.

Banks commanded 23,000 men, positioned to halt any thrust from the Shenandoah Valley against Washington, only 70 miles east. Banks was supposed to clear the valley as part of the campaign against Richmond. After defeating Confederate forces there under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, Banks was to cover Washington, releasing Major General Irvin McDowell’s corps of 30,000 men to advance on Richmond from the north. Convinced that Jackson posed no threat, Banks ordered Brigadier General James Shields’s division to push south against Jackson while Banks moved east to Manassas.

Colonel Turner Ashby, Jackson’s cavalry commander, provided Jackson with faulty intelligence that Banks had left a small portion of his command isolated near Winchester. Jackson assumed that the rest of Banks’s command was moving to reinforce McClellan and hoped to bring about their recall by moving aggressively against those Union troops still in the valley. Commanding some 4,500 men, Jackson believed that he would be facing a Union force of roughly the same size under Shields. In fact, Banks’s command remained in the valley, and Shields commanded 9,000 troops.

[image: image]

The First Battle of Kernstown, Virginia, March 23, 1862. Based on a false report of Union strength, Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson attacked Union forces here under Brigadier General James Shields and lost the battle, considered to be the opening engagement of Jackson’s famed, and thereafter victorious, Shenandoah Valley Campaign. (Library of Congress)

The two forces collided at Kernstown on March 23. Shields had been wounded in a skirmish prior to the battle, and command of Union forces fell on Colonel Nathan Kimball. Jackson’s men, still exhausted from their hard forced march, were easily repulsed while fighting for control of a stone wall on a ridge held by the Federals. Kimball then counterattacked Jackson’s left flank and forced the Confederates to retreat. Jackson suffered 718 casualties (killed, wounded, or captured) to Kimball’s 590.

Although the battle was a tactical defeat for the Confederates, it turned out to be a strategic victory. Shields reported to President Abraham Lincoln that Jackson must have been reinforced, and this caused the president, who feared for the safety of Washington, to order Banks to return to the valley and to keep McDowell’s corps near Fredericksburg, in effect subtracting some 50,000 soldiers from Union forces moving against Richmond. Despite his still overwhelming numerical advantage over Johnston, McClellan later blamed this diversion of forces for the failure of the Peninsula Campaign.
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Kernstown, Second Battle of

Event Date: July 24, 1864

Engagement that helped set the stage for Major General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Following his raid of June 28–July 1, 1864, that took him to the outskirts of Washington, D.C., Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early withdrew his II Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia west to Berryville, Virginia, easily fending off pursuing Union forces. On July 19, he moved to a less exposed position at Strasburg. By July 23, only Union brigadier general George Crook’s Army of the Kanawha of some 9,500 men opposed him. That day and the next, Early marched toward Winchester, while Union and Confederate cavalry skirmished near Kernstown.

On the morning of July 24, with Early continuing his movement north, he encountered Crook’s main army south of Kernstown. Following heavy cavalry skirmishing, by midafternoon the infantry had come up. Major General John B. Gordon’s division held the Confederate center on the Valley Turnpike, with Major General Stephen Dodson Ramseur’s division to the left and Brigadier General Gabriel Wharton’s division, led by Major General John C. Breckinridge, on the right. The Union strong point was Pritchard’s Hill in the center of the line, occupied by Colonel James A. Mulligan’s division. Colonel Joseph Thoburn’s division was on the Union left on Sandy Ridge, while Colonel Rutherford B. Hayes’s brigade held the Union left.

Initially Early concealed his infantry in woods, sending out only sharpshooter skirmishers in an effort to entice the smaller Union force into battle. Indeed, Crook assumed that the bulk of Early’s men had left the valley. The Union division commanders soon became aware of the superior Confederate strength, however, and reported this to Crook, who refused to believe their reports and ordered Mulligan to attack, with Hayes in support.

The Union attack got under way at about 1:00 p.m. The Union forces were soon compelled to withdraw under intense fire from Gordon’s and Breckinridge’s men. Soon the Union center on Pritchard’s Hill collapsed. Mulligan was mortally wounded, and Crook’s entire line disintegrated. The Confederates pressed the fleeing Federals back through Winchester as far as Harpers Ferry. The Union forces suffered 1,185 casualties, the Confederates only 200. The Second Battle of Kernstown was the high-water mark for the Confederacy in the Shenandoah Valley in 1864.
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Kershaw, Joseph Brevard

Birth Date: January 5, 1822

Death Date: April 13, 1894

Confederate officer. Joseph Brevard Kershaw was born in Camden, South Carolina, on January 5, 1822. The grandson of an officer who had served during the Revolutionary War and the son of a U.S. congressman who had represented South Carolina during the War of 1812, Kershaw was educated locally and initially trained as a lawyer. He abandoned his legal career, however, to serve with the Palmetto Regiment in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). From 1852 to 1856, he served in the South Carolina legislature and became active in the militia. A member of the South Carolina Secession Convention of December 1860, Kershaw was elected colonel of the 2nd South Carolina Infantry Regiment in April 1861.

Kershaw led his regiment at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). When his commanding officer, Brigadier General Milledge Luke Bonham, resigned his commission to pursue a political career, Kershaw took command of the South Carolina brigade. He was appointed a brigadier general in February 1862.

Kershaw led his brigade during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He especially distinguished himself on the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), when his brigade helped drive Union troops out of the Peach Orchard and the Wheatfield.

Along with the rest of Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s I Corps, Kershaw’s brigade was then sent west to reinforce the Army of Tennessee. In temporary division command, Kershaw helped shatter the Union right wing at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). He was promoted to major general in June 1864, to date from May 18, and given permanent division command in the Army of Northern Virginia. Kershaw provided excellent leadership during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) as well as during the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), where his division decimated XVIII Corps of the Army of the Potomac.

Withdrawn from the Petersburg trenches in August 1864, Kershaw’s division was sent to reinforce Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s small army in the Shenandoah Valley. At the decisive Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864), Kershaw led the initial assault on the Union army, which nearly led to its total rout. However, the tide of battle turned, and Early’s army was itself defeated. Returning to the Petersburg trenches in November 1864, Kershaw fought his last battle during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865) in the Battle of Saylor’s Creek (April 6), when both he and most of his depleted division were captured.

A prisoner of war until August 1865, Kershaw then returned to Camden, South Carolina, where he followed a successful legal and political career. He was a frequent contributor to the Battles and Leaders of the Civil War series. Kershaw died in Camden on April 13, 1894.
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Keyes, Erasmus Darwin

Birth Date: May 29, 1810

Death Date: October 14, 1895

Union officer. Erasmus Darwin Keyes was born on May 29, 1810, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1832. Commissioned an artillery officer, he saw duty that included fighting against Indians in the West, garrison work, and an instructorship at West Point. From 1837 to 1841, he also served as an aide and a secretary to Major General Winfield Scott. By the spring of 1861, Keyes was a colonel of the 11th U.S. Infantry Regiment. In the summer of 1861, he received a brigade command upon Scott’s personal recommendation. Keyes saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) but did not distinguish himself. In August 1861 he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers, to date from May 17.

In November 1861 Keyes was given a division command, and in March 1862 President Abraham Lincoln appointed him commander of the newly formed IV Corps. On May 5, Keyes was promoted to major general. He led IV Corps during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), during which he performed adequately but without particular distinction. After Major General George B. McClellan called off the failed operation, Keyes’s division remained on the peninsula.

Keyes’s controversial performance during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863) proved to be his undoing. As Confederate general Robert E. Lee marched his army north into Maryland and Pennsylvania, Keyes’s IV Corps remained attached to Major General John A. Dix’s Department of Virginia. Dix planned to move his forces, including IV Corps, toward Richmond to prevent the Confederates from augmenting Lee’s force. During the operation, Keyes inexplicably withdrew from a position near Tallysville, Virginia, in the face of a decidedly smaller Confederate force. Dix was outraged and recommended that Keyes be stripped of his command. On August 1, 1863, IV Corps was abolished, and Keyes was relieved of his command.

Keyes demanded an investigation of the incident, but none was granted. He never again held a field command, and for nearly a year thereafter he sat on numerous military boards and commissions. Keyes resigned his commission on May 6, 1864, and relocated to San Francisco. There he became involved in banking, served as the president of a gold mining enterprise, and took up the wine-making business. Keyes died on October 14, 1895, in Nice, France, while on a European vacation.
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Key West, Union Department of

Short-lived Union military administrative unit headquartered on the island of Key West. The vast majority of Key West’s population supported Southern secession. However, the Union had a strong political and military presence there, including the Key West Naval Station, Fort Taylor, and the Key West Barracks. The Union also operated a customs house on Key West. To ensure that the area would remain under Union control, the War Department created the Department of Key West on January 11, 1862, and named Brigadier General John M. Brannan its commander. He did not formally assume command until February 21, however.

The department included Key West, the Dry Tortugas (the site of Fort Jefferson), and the Florida Peninsula as far north as Cape Canaveral and as far west as Apalachicola. On March 15, three weeks after Brannan took command, the department was absorbed into the Department of the South.
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Kiernan, James Lawlor

Birth Date: October 26, 1837

Death Date: November 29, 1869

Union officer. James Lawlor Kiernan was born on October 26, 1837, in County Galway, Ireland, and studied at Trinity College (Dublin) before immigrating to the United States in the early 1850s. Settling in New York City, he attended the New York University Academy of Medicine and coedited a journal titled Medical Press.

In the spring of 1861, Kiernan enlisted as an assistant surgeon with the 69th New York Infantry Regiment. After seeing action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), he moved west and joined the 6th Missouri Cavalry as chief surgeon in March 1862. Kiernan was on hand for the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) but then left the Medical Corps in May 1863, reportedly becoming a major in the 6th Missouri (although no record has confirmed this).

Kiernan next saw action at the Battle of Port Gibson (May 1, 1863) but was badly wounded. He never entirely recovered from his injuries. When he had sufficiently recuperated, Kiernan took command of an outpost at Milliken’s Bend in Louisiana. On August 1, 1863, he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers (not confirmed). In ill health, he resigned his commission on February 3, 1864. Kiernan returned to medicine in New York City, served briefly as a U.S. consul in China, and died on November 29, 1869, in New York City.
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Kilpatrick, Hugh Judson

Birth Date: January 14, 1836

Death Date: December 4, 1881

Union officer. Born in Deckertown, New Jersey, on January 14, 1836, Hugh Judson Kilpatrick graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1861. He was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st Artillery but soon entered the volunteer service as a captain with the 5th New York Infantry before transferring to the 2nd New York Cavalry as a lieutenant colonel. Becoming colonel on December 6, 1862, he saw much action in northern Virginia. When the cavalry of the Army of the Potomac was organized into a corps, Kilpatrick was given command of a brigade in February 1863. He subsequently was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on June 14, 1863, and assumed command of a cavalry division.

Kilpatrick was valued for his aggressiveness on the battlefield, although it often tended toward reckless use of his troopers and horses. Most notoriously, he ordered a suicidal cavalry charge over rough terrain on the third day of fighting at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) that earned him much criticism and the sobriquet “Kill-Cavalry.” He was not popular with his men and often embellished reports to promote himself. He was also jailed during the war on charges of corruption and drunkenness, was accused of selling captured goods and accepting bribes, and was notorious for his fondness for prostitutes.

To salvage his reputation after an embarrassing defeat at Buckland, Virginia, in October 1863, Kilpatrick led the so-called Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid on Richmond (February 28–March 3, 1864), which ended in disaster. He was subsequently forced to transfer to Major General William T. Sherman’s command, leading a cavalry division during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864), and Sherman’s March though the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Kilpatrick led a marginally effective raid during the Atlanta Campaign and displayed a talent for pillage and destruction during the March to the Sea. He suffered an ignominious defeat at Monroe’s Crossroads, North Carolina, on March 10, 1865, where he was nearly captured while in bed with a mistress. He nevertheless ended the war as a major general of volunteers. Having been brevetted through major general in the regular army, he resigned as a captain, 1st Artillery, in December 1865 and mustered out of the volunteers the following month.
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Union brigadier general Hugh J. Kilpatrick earned the derisive nickname of “Kilcavalry” (or “Kill-Cavalry”) for his aggressive battlefield tactics. Personally brave but wanting in his personal habits, Kilpatrick often showed a reckless disregard for the lives of his men, as evidenced in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and the Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid (February 28–March 3, 1864). (Library of Congress)

After the war, Kilpatrick twice served as the U.S. minister to Chile and also ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. Congress. He died in Santiago, Chile, on December 4, 1881.
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Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid

Start Date: February 28, 1864

End Date: March 3, 1864

Abortive Union cavalry raid on Richmond, Virginia. Planned and led by Brigadier General Hugh Judson Kilpatrick with the assistance of Colonel Ulric Dahlgren, the Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid was designed to rescue a large number of Union prisoners held at Richmond’s Belle Isle and Libby Prisons. The raid was also an attempt on the part of Kilpatrick to polish his military reputation after a disastrous showing at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). President Abraham Lincoln approved Kilpatrick’s plan on February 12, 1864.

On the evening of February 28, Kilpatrick departed Stevensburg, Virginia, with 3,584 men and by 11:00 p.m. that day had overrun the Confederate picket at Ely’s Ford on the Rapidan River. Kilpatrick’s force arrived before dawn on February 29 at Spotsylvania Court House. At that point, Colonel Ulric Dahlgren separated from the main force and headed due south to Goochland Court House. The plan called for Dahlgren to cross the James and then enter Richmond from the south and rescue the prisoners while Kilpatrick’s troops penetrated the city from the north.

Both Kilpatrick and Dahlgren proceeded as planned on February 29, despite heavy rains that turned to sleet just after dusk. Kilpatrick destroyed Virginia Central Railway track along the way. That same night, however, the Confederates learned of the raid and deployed about 500 men and six guns at three points guarding the northern approaches to Richmond. Meanwhile, Brigadier General G. W. Custis Lee’s Local Defense troops blocked the western approaches. Major General Wade Hampton’s cavalry division also took up pursuit from Ely’s Ford along with the North Anna Home Guards.

Kilpatrick reached the outskirts of Richmond as scheduled on March 1 and discovered the strongly defended approaches. Retreating some distance, he considered a night attack; however, Hampton’s cavalry caught the Union force near Atlee’s Station and launched an attack. Kilpatrick was forced east across the Chickahominy River and then linked up with other Union forces under Major General Benjamin F. Butler at New Kent Court House.

For his part, Dahlgren reached Goochland as planned and split his force, with the 2nd New York Cavalry heading down the north bank of the James River and Dahlgren’s detachment heading south. However, Dahlgren had been led to an unfordable spot on the James River by a young African American scout, whom he summarily hanged for suspected treachery. The 2nd New York Cavalry joined back with Dahlgren in the late afternoon after discovering that the James was impassable in its direction as well. By dusk, Dahlgren arrived within three miles of Richmond but met stiff Confederate resistance. During the ensuing confusion, Dahlgren and roughly 100 men were separated from the rest of the force, with most of the troops circling north of Richmond.
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The Kilpatrick-Dahlgren raid in Virginia (February 28–March 3, 1864). The purpose of the raid, led by Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick and Colonel Ulric Dahlgren, was to release Union prisoners of war held in Richmond, but it ended in disaster with no prisoners freed and Dahlgren among the Union dead. (Library of Congress)

Dahlgren took a route farther north, crossing the Pamunkey River at Hanovertown, where Confederate lieutenant James Pollard and his men took up chase. Circling around Dahlgren near King and Queen Court House, Pollard set an ambush. Dahlgren rode into it at roughly 11:00 p.m. on March 2 and was killed; some 92 of his men were captured. Papers allegedly discovered on Dahlgren’s body indicated that after they rescued the prisoners, the Union troops were to burn Richmond and assassinate President Jefferson Davis and his cabinet. Survivors of Dahlgren’s command claimed otherwise.

The Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid inflicted considerable damage to the Virginia Central Railroad and destroyed the Beaver Dam depot and its stores. Nevertheless, Kilpatrick’s force suffered 335 casualties and failed to release a single prisoner. Upon Dahlgren’s death, Kilpatrick cancelled the raid on March 3.
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Kimball, Nathan

Birth Date: November 22, 1823

Death Date: January 21, 1898

Union officer. Nathan Kimball was born in Fredericksburg, Indiana, on November 22, 1823. He attended Indiana Asbury College (now DePauw University) from 1839 to 1841 but did not graduate. Kimball taught school in Independence, Missouri, and then studied and taught medicine until the outbreak of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He served as a captain in the war, mustering out of service on June 23, 1847. Kimball then returned to Indiana to practice medicine.

With the outbreak of the Civil War, Kimball offered his services and became colonel of the 14th Indianan Infantry on June 7, 1861. His regiment saw action at the Battle of Cheat Mountain (September 11–15, 1861) and the Battle of Greenbrier River (October 3). At the First Battle of Kernstown (March 23, 1862), Kimball took over Brigadier General James Shields’s division after Shields had been wounded. Kimball’s defeat of Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson at Kernstown earned him promotion to brigadier general of volunteers on April 16. Kimball saw action at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and was badly wounded at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

Returning to duty the following spring, Kimball then commanded a division in XVI Corps, Army of the Tennessee, and participated in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). He also served in Arkansas, participating in the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864). On May 22, 1864, during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2), Kimball was assigned a brigade in the Army of the Cumberland’s IV Corps but resumed division command in early August. He saw service at the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20, 1864), where he performed flawlessly. Soon thereafter Kimball was dispatched to Indiana, where he helped quash the treasonous activities of the Knights of the Golden Circle. He again saw combat during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864).

Kimball was brevetted major general of volunteers on February 1, 1865, and mustered out of service in August. He went on to become commander of the Grand Army of the Republic and served as state treasurer of Indiana. He also served one term in the Indiana House of Representatives. In 1873 President Ulysses S. Grant appointed Kimball surveyor general of the Utah Territory, a post he held until 1878. In 1879 Kimball was appointed postmaster of Ogden, Utah, where he died on January 21, 1898.
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King, John Haskell

Birth Date: February 19, 1820

Death Date: April 7, 1888

Union officer. Born in Sackets Harbor, New York, on February 19, 1820, John Haskell King moved as a young boy with his family to Michigan. He was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st Infantry on December 2, 1837. King took part in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and was promoted to first lieutenant on March 2, 1839. He served on the Western frontier and participated in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning promotion to captain on October 31, 1846.

Stationed in Texas at the beginning of the Civil War, King defied secessionist authorities there and was able to lead nine companies of regulars safely to New York. Promoted to major in the 15th Infantry on May 14, 1861, he commanded detachments of regular troops in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), the advance on and siege of Corinth (May 3–30), and the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where he was wounded.

Appointed brigadier general of volunteers in April 1863 to rank from November 29, 1862, King commanded a brigade of regular troops in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) in Major General George H. Thomas’s XIV Corps, which suffered heavy casualties and was forced to fall back on the first day of fighting but on the second day of fighting was part of the magnificent stand on Horseshoe Ridge that saved Major General William S. Rosecrans’s Army of the Cumberland from destruction. King’s brigade sustained the highest number of casualties of the fighting. King was brevetted colonel in the regular army on September 20 for his role in the battle.

In the course of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), King held brigade and then divisional command. He fought in the Battles of Resaca (May 13–15), New Hope Church (May 25–27), Kennesaw Mountain (June 27), and Peachtree Creek (July 20), commanding for a time the 1st Division of IV Corps. From November 1864 until the end of the war, he commanded a brigade in the District of the Etowah in the Department of the Cumberland under Major General James B. Steedman. King was brevetted both brigadier general and major general of regulars on March 13, 1865, and major general of volunteers on May 31.

King remained in the army at the end of the war as colonel of the 9th Infantry from July 30, 1865. He served in various posts in the West until he was retired for reason of age on August 20, 1882. King then resided in Washington, D.C., where he died on April 7, 1888.
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King, Rufus

Birth Date: January 26, 1814

Death Date: October 13, 1876

Newspaper editor, diplomat, and U.S. Army officer. Born in New York City on January 26, 1814, Rufus King was the grandson of Rufus King, Massachusetts delegate to the Continental Congress and the Constitutional Convention. The younger King attended Columbia College, where his father was president, and then enrolled in the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. He graduated fourth in the class of 1833 and was assigned to the Engineers but resigned his commission in 1836. During the next 25 years King held a number of different positions, including civil engineer for the New York & Erie Railroad, editor of the Albany Daily Advertiser and Albany Evening Journal, adjutant general of the New York Militia, and owner-editor of the Milwaukee Sentinel and Gazette.

In 1861 President Abraham Lincoln appointed King the U.S. minister to the Papal States, but after the Confederates fired on Fort Sumter in April 1861, King promptly resigned and secured a commission as a brigadier general of volunteers in May. Although suffering from occasional attacks of epilepsy, King reported for duty in Washington, D.C., in August 1861 and organized what would become the Iron Brigade of the West.

King spent the winter of 1861–1862 assigned to the capital defenses and in March 1862 was assigned to command a division in Major General Irvin McDowell’s I Corps. King’s division remained in the Washington area and did not participate in Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). In late June 1862, the troops around Washington were reorganized into the Army of Virginia under Major General John Pope. King was offered command of a corps in that army but declined, and his division, now part of McDowell’s III Corps in Pope’s army, took up position along the Rappahannock River.

King saw his significant action during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 28–30, 1862). During the Battle of Brawner’s Farm (August 28, 1862), King remained in the rear and failed to send assistance to the troops who were engaged. After the action, he marched his command toward Manassas, removing the one Union force between the two Confederate corps. King’s movement gave General Robert E. Lee the opportunity to unite his army and contributed greatly to the Union defeat in the battle. King cited his illness for his poor performance, but many claimed that he was drunk during the action. He was relieved of his field command after a court of inquiry found him guilty of disobedience and errors in judgment, but he served on the infamous court-martial of Major General Fitz John Porter, among other administrative assignments. After briefly commanding a division in the Washington defenses, King resigned on October 20, 1863. In October 1863 Lincoln reappointed King minister to the Papal States. King held that post until January 1868 and was instrumental in securing the arrest and extradition of John Surratt, one of the conspirators in the Lincoln assassination. After returning to the United States, King was briefly deputy collector for the Port of New York. He retired in 1869 and died in New York City on October 13, 1876.
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King, Thomas Starr

Birth Date: December 17, 1824

Death Date: March 4, 1864

Minister, abolitionist, and organizer and staunch supporter of the U.S. Sanitary Commission in California. Thomas Starr King was born on December 17, 1824, in New York City, the son of a Unitarian minister. When King was 15 years old his father died, making him the family’s sole breadwinner. He had to leave school but was determined to follow in his father’s footsteps. After a period of self-study, King was ordained a Unitarian minister and in 1846 became pastor of the Charlestown (Massachusetts) Universalist Church, a post his father had previously held. King was a powerful and spellbinding preacher and orator, and his sermons became celebrated throughout much of New England. In 1849 he became pastor of Boston’s Hollis Street Church and engaged in frequent speaking tours, making him one of New England’s best-known preachers. In 1859 King published The White Hills: Their Legends, Landscapes, and Poetry, which was based largely on his stays in New Hampshire’s White Mountains.

In early 1860 King, an avowed abolitionist, accepted a ministerial position at the First Unitarian Church of San Francisco. After the Civil War began in 1861, King’s staunchly pro-Union sentiments led him to engage in a lengthy preaching and speaking tour throughout much of California, during which he implored Californians not to forsake the war effort and to remain loyal to the Union. Indeed, President Abraham Lincoln credited King’s efforts as a significant factor in California’s loyalty. In the early stages of the war, there had been talk of the formation of an autonomous California Republic.

King was also influential in organizing the Pacific Branch of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, a government agency that sought to coordinate women’s support activities for the war effort. King then engaged in an exhaustive speaking circuit to raise money for the Sanitary Commission; by 1864, he had solicited more than $1.5 million. The tour ruined his health, however. King died of diphtheria on March 4, 1864, in San Francisco.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

California; Sanitary Commission, U.S.

Further Reading

Monzingo, Robert. Thomas Starr King: Eminent Californian, Civil War Statesman, Unitarian Minister. Pacific Grove, CA: Boxwood, 1991.

Wendte, Charles William. Thomas Starr King: Patriot and Preacher. Whitefish, MT: Kessinger, 2005.

_______________________

King’s School House, Battle of

See Oak Grove, Battle of

_______________________

King’s Tanyard, Battle of

Event Date: August 3, 1864

Engagement of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) fought near present-day Winder (then known as Jug Tavern), Georgia. In July 1864, Union major general William T. Sherman ordered Major General George Stoneman to lead three brigades of cavalry and cut the Macon & Western Railroad being used to supply Confederate forces in Atlanta. Stoneman was cut off and defeated at the Battle of Sunshine Church (July 31, 1864). Stoneman attempted to hold off the attackers with one of his brigades, while the two other brigades under Lieutenant Colonel Silas Adams and Colonel Horace Capron cut their way out and escaped toward Athens, Georgia.

This part of the plan worked. Adams moved north of Athens and was able to escape to Union lines by fording the Middle Oconee River. Capron’s brigade was halted at a bridge south of Athens, which was defended by Major Ferdinand Cook’s Confederate battalion and three home guard companies. Without communication with Adams and having been misled by a local civilian guide, Capron abandoned his plan to ford the Middle Oconee River and instead headed northwest on the Hog Mountain Road.

At 1:00 a.m. on August 3, 1864, Capron halted his men at King’s Tanyard outside Jug Tavern. His troops had traveled 36 miles in 24 hours. A captured Confederate soldier, Wiley Bush, had led Capron and his men to King’s Tanyard. Bush escaped or was released and then met a group of Confederate horsemen, who then forced him to direct them to the Union soldiers. The 9th Kentucky Cavalry led by Colonel William Campbell Preston Breckinridge attacked Capron and his sleeping men.

Breckinridge’s cavalry quickly overran the Union camp. Capron’s fleeing soldiers packed Price’s Bridge over the Mulberry River and caused it to collapse, drowning several men and injuring others. Adams and his brigade were then moving west on Mulberry Road and came upon the battle. They promptly joined the fight, forcing Breckinridge’s men to retreat. Some 250 Union soldiers were captured or killed in the engagement. Confederate losses are unknown.
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Kinston, First Battle of

Event Date: December 14, 1862

Engagement of the Union Goldsborough Expedition (December 11–20, 1862) in North Carolina. On the morning of December 11, 1862, U.S. Army brigadier general John G. Foster departed New Bern, North Carolina, with 10,000 infantry, 640 cavalry, and 40 guns, planning to destroy the Wilmington & Weldon Railroad bridge across the Neuse River at Goldsborough, North Carolina. The Union operation was timed to occur simultaneously with Major General Ambrose E. Burnside’s attack of the Army of the Potomac at Fredericksburg. Moving along the Trent Road that roughly paralleled the Trent River, the Union soldiers advanced some 14 miles that day before camping for the night. They resumed their progress the next morning, with Foster sending three companies of cavalry in a demonstration down the Kinston Road while he proceeded with the remainder toward Goldsborough. After another night of bivouac, on December 13 the Union soldiers reached Southwest Creek, only to find the bridge there destroyed and Colonel James D. Radcliffe’s 64th North Carolina defending the opposite bank. Foster ordered the 9th New Jersey and 85th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiments to flank the Confederates. The Union troops managed to cross and forced Radcliffe to withdraw.

Confederate brigadier general Nathan Evans now assumed command from Radcliffe and ordered the defenders to fall back toward the Neuse. Two miles from that river, Evans positioned his men on heavily wooded ground flanked by a marsh and a bend in the river. Evans had in all 2,014 men.

The battle began at about 9:00 a.m. on December 14. The Confederate forces were well concealed, and some of the Union troops were poorly trained and fired on their own men. However, superior numbers and artillery told, and the Confederate line at length gave way. The defenders rushed for the bridge, which had been set alight. The Federals were close behind and captured some 400 Confederates who were unable to cross the river.

Evans then established a new position some two miles beyond Kinston, rejecting Foster’s demand that he surrender. Foster was preparing to attack when the Confederates withdrew. That night, however, Foster learned not only that Burnside had suffered a major defeat at Fredericksburg but also that Confederate reinforcements were being rushed to North Carolina. Foster then sacked Kinston and withdrew, determined to lay waste to Goldsborough before regaining New Bern. In the First Battle of Kinston, Union forces suffered some 160 casualties, the Confederates 525.
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Kinston, Second Battle of

Start Date: March 7, 1865

End Date: March 10, 1865

Engagement of the 1865 Union Carolinas Campaign. Following its capture of Wilmington, North Carolina, at the end of February, Union major general John M. Schofield’s XXIII Corps was to move inland and join with Major General William T. Sherman’s army group at Goldsborough, North Carolina. The combined Union armies would then move against the remnants of the Confederate Army of Tennessee under General Joseph E. Johnston. In accordance with this plan, Schofield moved north from Wilmington with Brigadier General Alfred H. Terry’s Expeditionary Corps, while Major General Jacob D. Cox’s Provisional Corps, Department of North Carolina, proceeded by sea and landed at New Bern. Reinforced at New Bern to a strength of three divisions, Cox then moved inland toward Goldsborough, repairing the railroad line that would supply Sherman’s army group.

Johnston’s army was too distant to attack Schofield’s now divided army, but Confederate general Braxton Bragg’s forces, which had withdrawn from Wilmington, were within striking distance. Bragg, who would be reinforced by veterans of the Army of Tennessee and a complement of North Carolina reserves all under the command of Major General D. H. Hill, now marched against Cox, located near Kinston in Lenoir County. Bragg had some 8,500 men, while Cox had 12,000 men.

On March 7, Union advance units encountered Bragg’s entrenched forces along Southwest Creek east of Kinston. Bragg’s position not only blocked Cox’s path but also threatened a vital crossroads and the New Bern & Goldsborough Railroad. Now reinforced, Bragg took the offensive the next day. On March 8 he sent a division under Major General Robert F. Hoke to flank the Union left, while Hill undertook a similar move against the Union right. Hoke’s attack enjoyed success, and he captured an entire Union regiment.

Hill also enjoyed success, and the Union forces were on the brink of disaster when Bragg halted Hill’s advance and sent him north to intercept supposedly retreating Federals. By the time Hill returned from this wild goose chase, Cox had moved up his reserve division under Major General Thomas H. Ruger, and the Confederate assault faltered.

Skirmishing continued until Hoke again tried to turn the Union left flank on March 10. Cox had now strongly fortified there, and Union artillery quickly rebuffed the Confederate assault. Hill then moved against the Union center, but Union artillery repulsed this attack as well. With the remaining elements of the Union XXIII Corps, which had just arrived in New Bern from Tennessee, now moving on Kinston, Bragg withdrew, bringing the battle to an end. That night Confederate forces crossed the Neuse River and encamped near Kinston. Cox did not pursue. Total Union losses in the Second Battle of Kinston were 1,001; Confederate casualties amounted to some 1,500.
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Kirby, Edmund

Birth Date: March 11, 1840

Death Date: May 28, 1863

Union officer. Born on March 11, 1840, in Brownsville, New York, Edmund Kirby was from a military family. His grandfather, Major General Jacob Brown, had served as commanding general of the U.S. Army from 1815 to 1828; his father, Brevet Colonel Edmund Kirby, served as U.S. Army paymaster until his death in 1849; and his second cousin was Confederate general Edmund Kirby Smith. Graduating in 1861 from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, the younger Edmund Kirby was commissioned a second lieutenant and was posted to the 1st Artillery Regiment. Within eight days, he was promoted to first lieutenant.

Serving with the 1st Artillery, Kirby participated in every major battle in the eastern theater. Commanding the 5th Maine Battery during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), he was seriously wounded in his thigh on May 3. Although gravely injured, he refused to leave the battlefield until his battery’s guns were secured. Kirby was transported to Washington, D.C., for recuperation, but his condition continued to deteriorate. His leg became infected and had to be amputated above the knee, but the infection had spread, and doctors told him he would not recover. Kirby did not complain, although he stated his concerns about his widowed mother and his sisters. Three weeks later President Abraham Lincoln visited the hospital and, hearing of Kirby’s concerns, immediately commissioned him brigadier general of volunteers. Lincoln knew that the rank would bring to Kirby’s family a more generous pension. Kirby died on May 28, 1863, the same day he had received the presidential advancement.
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Kirkland, Richard

Birth Date: August 1843

Death Date: September 20, 1863

Sergeant in the 2nd South Carolina Infantry who became known as the “Angel of Marye’s Heights” as a result of his compassionate actions after the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) in Virginia. Richard Kirkland was born in August 1843 in the rural community of Flat Rock, South Carolina. When the Civil War erupted in 1861, Kirkland, just 17 years old, enlisted as a private in the 2nd South Carolina Infantry and was soon promoted to sergeant. By the time of the First Battle of Fredericksburg, he was a well-seasoned combat veteran, having fought in several battles including the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862).

In December 1862, the Union’s Army of the Potomac under the command of Major General Ambrose E. Burnside moved against Richmond by way of Fredericksburg. Among the opposing Confederate forces of General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia was Kershaw’s Brigade, commanded by South Carolinian Brigadier General Joseph B. Kershaw, to which Kirkland’s unit was attached.

Stationed in a sunken roadway at the base of a 600-yard ridge behind Fredericksburg known as Marye’s Heights, Kirkland’s unit was positioned behind a stone wall next to the road. Confederate artillery on Marye’s Heights had a 600-yard clear field of fire across which Union soldiers had to travel.

Throughout the afternoon of December 13, 1862, Burnside sent thousands of infantry in multiple assaults across the open field. None reached the wall, and few came within 50 yards of it. Evening brought an end to the Union offenses.

As daylight broke on December 14, many of the 8,000 Union soldiers shot in the field remained there among the dead, too injured or sick to leave on their own. Without food and water their suffering only increased, and soldiers on both sides listened helplessly to their cries for help.

Moved by such mass suffering, Kirkland received permission to enter the no-man’s-land and help. He gathered all the canteens he could carry, filled them with water, and went over the wall into the field to aid the wounded enemy soldiers. Expecting a shot from Union sharpshooters that would kill Kirkland, the Confederates were surprised to hear a cheer from the Union line as Kirkland aided a wounded soldier. He continued to offer assistance for more than an hour as soldiers from both sides watched his acts of compassion and selflessness that earned him the nickname the “Angel of Marye’s Heights.”

On December 15 Burnside requested a truce to retrieve the Union dead and wounded, and Lee agreed. That evening under the cover of darkness, amid a thunderstorm, and after suffering more than 12,000 casualties, Union forces withdrew back across the Rappahannock River.

Kirkland later fought at Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He was killed on September 20, 1863, during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20). In 1965 a statue sculpted by Felix DeWeldon, portraying Kirkland offering assistance to a wounded soldier, was unveiled in front of the stone wall outside Fredericksburg.
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Kirkland, William Whedbee

Birth Date: January 13, 1833

Death Date: May 12, 1915

Confederate officer. William Whedbee Kirkland was born in Hillsborough, North Carolina, on January 13, 1833. He enrolled at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852 but never completed his studies, instead deciding to take a commission as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps in 1855. He served for five years and mustered out, only to join the Confederate Army in early 1861 with the rank of captain. He was subsequently elected colonel of the 21st North Carolina Regiment in June 1861 and participated in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). During the First Battle of Winchester (May 25, 1862), Kirkland was badly wounded by a shell fragment and spent more than a year recovering at his North Carolina home. For several weeks in December 1862 and January 1863, he served as Major General Patrick R. Cleburne’s chief of staff.

In the early summer of 1863, Kirkland was able to return to his regiment, and he participated in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On August 29 he was promoted to brigadier general. His first brigade command was in Major General Henry Heth’s division during the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863). Kirkland was again seriously wounded at the Second Battle of Bristoe Station (October 14, 1863), which put him out of action for six months. Returning to duty, he was wounded for a third time near Gaines’ Mill, Virginia, on June 2, 1864.

By August 1864, Kirkland was commanding a brigade under Major General Robert F. Hoke. Kirkland saw action during several engagements north of the James River in Virginia before being sent to North Carolina in December 1864. In the last months of the war, Kirkland saw action in the Fort Fisher Campaign (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865) and the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865). He surrendered to Union forces along with General Joseph E. Johnston’s army on April 26.

Following the war, Kirkland moved to Savannah, Georgia, and engaged in business there before relocating to New York City to be near his daughter, who had become a renowned actress. In 1900 Kirkland’s health began to decline, and he eventually moved to a soldier’s home in Washington, D.C., where he died on May 12, 1915.
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Kirkwood, Samuel Jordan

Birth Date: December 20, 1813

Death Date: September 1, 1894

Governor of Iowa. Samuel Jordan Kirkwood was born on December 20, 1813, in Harford County, Maryland. He attended a private academy in Washington, D.C. After clerking in a drugstore there and also teaching school, Kirkwood moved in 1835 to Mansfield, Ohio, where he taught school until 1840. After studying law, he was admitted to the bar in 1843 and opened a legal practice in Mansfield. From 1845 to 1849, he served as the Richland County prosecuting attorney, and in 1850–1851 he was a delegate to the Ohio constitutional convention.

In 1855 Kirkwood moved to Johnson County, Iowa, where he became a miller. From 1856 until 1859, he sat in the Iowa Senate. Elected governor in 1859, he took office in 1860. Kirkwood was a staunch pro-Union Republican who opposed any accommodation with proslavery factions. He was quick to respond to President Abraham Lincoln’s call for troops in 1861. Kirkwood appealed to the president to issue an emancipation order as quickly as possible and to accept African Americans into federal military service.

Kirkwood was an extremely effective governor in support of the war effort. He helped raise 50 Iowa three-year regiments, supported the sale of bonds to help finance the war, and worked diligently to care for orphans and widows of Iowans who had died in combat. He also aggressively monitored and curtailed Iowa Copperheads (Peace Democrats) and others who sought to derail the war program. Unable to seek a third consecutive term in office, he left the governorship in 1864 after helping to elect William M. Stone, a Republican, who succeeded him.

From January 1866 until March 1867, Kirkwood filled a vacant U.S. Senate seat. He then resumed his law practice and served as president of the Iowa & Southwestern Railroad. He again served as governor of Iowa (1876–1877) but resigned when he gained a U.S. Senate seat. In 1881 Kirkwood left the Senate to become secretary of the interior in the James Garfield administration. Kirkwood resigned the following year after Garfield’s assassination. After leaving office, Kirkwood practiced law and was the president of an Iowa City bank. Kirkwood died on September 1, 1894, in Iowa City, Iowa.
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Knights of the Golden Circle

Secretive proslavery, proexpansion organization. Founded in 1854 in Cincinnati, Ohio, by Virginia-born physician and editor George W. L. Bickley, the Knights of the Golden Circle attempted to create a slaveholding empire in the southern United States, Mexico, and the Caribbean. Bickley’s main objective, however, was to seek the annexation of Mexico. The acquisition of new territories following the conclusion of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) prompted a number of proslavery expansionists to seek additional territories encompassing the southern United States, the West Indies, Mexico, and even parts of Central America. The objective of the Knights of the Golden Circle was to expand the slaveholding society of the American South to encompass an area that approximated a circle some 2,400 miles in diameter in hopes of controlling its commerce and securing a complete monopoly of the world’s supply of tobacco.

The term “Golden Circle” was selected to highlight the organization’s efforts to restore the balance of power between the industrial North and the slaveholding South through the establishment of a ring of colonies encircling the Caribbean, Mexico, and the southern United States that would eventually evolve into new slave states.

The organization grew slowly, at least until 1859, and eventually reached its zenith around 1860. The membership was widely scattered from New York to the West Coast but was never very large. The organization was also poorly financed and lacked effective leadership.

Bickley eventually left Cincinnati and moved about throughout the East and South, promoting a filibustering campaign to seize Mexico and thereby establish a new domain for the plantation system. During the turbulent late 1850s, American adventurers referred to as filibusters were involved in numerous illegal military expeditions aimed at liberating Cuba and acquiring land in Mexico or Central America. Bickley’s greatest support came in Texas, where he organized 32 chapters in various cities, including Houston, Austin, and San Antonio.

In the spring of 1860, the Knights of the Golden Circle attempted to invade Mexico from Texas. A small band reached the Rio Grande, but Bickley was unable to produce the large force that he claimed he was assembling in New Orleans, and the campaign quickly ended. Later that year he attempted to mount a second expedition to Mexico, but Abraham Lincoln’s election forced Bickley and his followers to turn their attention to the secessionist movement. Bickley, now living in Tennessee, devoted his efforts to secessionism and transformed his Knights of the Golden Circle into a secret society dedicated to establishing Confederate rule in Kentucky.

[image: image]

This three-part wood engraving attributes John Wilkes Booth’s assassination of President Abraham Lincoln to the influence of the proslavery secret society, the Knights of the Golden Circle. In the first panel (“Theory”) is a portrait of George W. L. Bickley, head of the Knights of the Golden Circle. The center panel (“Practice”) shows John Wilkes Booth holding a dagger behind his back. “Effect” is the death of President Lincoln, whose portrait at right is framed by black drapery. (Library of Congress)

During the Civil War, the organization was renamed the Order of the American Knights, and in 1864 it became the Sons of Liberty. Total membership of the order was between 250,000 and 300,000 people, principally in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, Kentucky, and southwestern Pennsylvania. Among its leaders were Fernando Wood and Clement L. Vallandigham. Its primary objective now was to oust the Lincoln government in the elections of 1864 and give Democrats control of the state and federal governments, providing a mandate to make peace and invite the Southern states back into the Union on antebellum footing. Their efforts were foiled in 1864, however, with the arrests of various leaders and numerous confiscations of arms by U.S. authorities.

The Sons of Liberty essentially dissolved. Bickley, who had served for a time as a Confederate surgeon, was arrested in Indiana for spying in July 1863. Although never tried, he remained under arrest until October 1865 and reportedly died, disillusioned and dispirited, in Baltimore on August 3, 1867.
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Knipe, Joseph Farmer

Birth Date: March 20, 1823

Death Date: August 18, 1901

Union officer. Joseph Farmer Knipe was born on March 20, 1823, in Mount Joy, Pennsylvania. He entered the U.S. Army as a private in 1842 and served until 1847, seeing action during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and rising to the rank of sergeant. Upon his return to Pennsylvania, he was involved in business pursuits and was active in the state militia. In 1861 Knipe helped recruit the 46th Pennsylvania Infantry, becoming its colonel.

Knipe’s first significant action occurred during Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), during which Knipe was wounded slightly in the First Battle of Winchester (May 25, 1862). He was more severely wounded at Cedar Mountain on August 9. During the Battle of Antietam (September 17), he had temporary command of a brigade.

Not having sufficiently recovered from his wounds, Knipe was forced to take a medical leave until late February 1863. He was given charge of the 1st Brigade, 1st Division, XII Corps, Army of the Potomac, on March 28. After leading the unit at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4), he took another medical leave, probably due to malaria, and went to serve in the Department of the Susquehanna, where he had charge of Pennsylvania Militia troops on home guard duty.

Advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on April 15, 1863, to date from November 29, 1862, Knipe led a brigade of mostly inexperienced militiamen during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863) but saw little action. That summer he transferred back to the Army of the Potomac and was given charge of a brigade in XII Corps, but by the autumn that corps, along with XI Corps, had transferred to Tennessee and joined the Army of the Cumberland. In early 1864, XI and XII were merged to form XX Corps, in which Knipe led his brigade and eventually a division.

Knipe saw much combat during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and was again wounded at Resaca on May 15. In late July he was given a division command in XX Corps. He led the unit until Atlanta fell on September 2. Three weeks later, Knipe was dispatched to Memphis and tasked with organizing cavalry for service in Tennessee. In November 1864 he took charge of the 7th Division, Cavalry Corps, Military Division of the Mississippi, which he led on expeditions into northern Alabama to threaten Confederate supply and communications lines. He also pursued Confederate forces after the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864). Knipe’s division was transferred to Vicksburg in January 1865 and participated in the Siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865). He later was posted to New Orleans and then to Nashville before mustering out in August 1865. Oddly, he did not receive one of the many brevets awarded for war service.

Postbellum, Knipe served as postmaster of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; as the superintendent of the federal prison at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; and as postmaster for the U.S. House of Representatives. Knipe died in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on August 18, 1901.
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Know-Nothing Party

Nativist political party. More a political movement than a traditional political party, the Know-Nothing Party was also known as the American Republican Party and the American Party. It was a political force from the mid-1840s until about 1860 and consisted chiefly of native-born working-class and middle-class whites. The party was most prominent in the urban centers of the Northeast and Midwest. The Know-Nothing Party was rather one-dimensional in its focus: it was chiefly anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic and arose in response to the large influx of Irish and German Catholic immigrants who had begun to arrive in the United States during the early 1840s.

Adherents of the Know-Nothing Party feared that the largely Anglo-Saxon Protestant United States would soon be overrun by Catholics. Many adherents feared that these immigrants would not be loyal U.S. citizens, instead giving their loyalty to the pope in Rome. Some adherents even believed that Catholics intended to take over the United States, hoping to place it under the auspices of the Catholic Church itself. This nativism was soon transformed into a more concrete political platform that sought to limit or forbid further immigration among Catholics, to prevent Catholics from being elected to public office, and to preclude Catholics from being hired in the private sector. This platform was part of a larger trend of nativist sentiment in the United States that resulted in much discrimination against foreigners and Catholics, especially Irish Catholics, who came predominantly from poor and lower-class backgrounds. Many Americans who subscribed to the Know-Nothing platform feared that continued large influxes of poor immigrants would result in the loss of jobs for native-born Americans, as immigrants were able and willing to work for far less than their native-born compatriots.

Because the Know-Nothing Party was highly decentralized and its workings were largely kept hidden from the public eye, it was dubbed the Know-Nothing Party because its adherents would often refuse to answer questions about their political philosophy, simply responding “I know nothing.” The party gained much momentum by the mid-1850s. In 1856 the Know-Nothing Party, now running under the banner of the American Party, nominated Millard Fillmore as its presidential candidate. Fillmore, a former Whig who had served as president from 1850 to 1853, did not come close to winning the 1856 contest, but he still captured nearly 900,000 votes, or nearly 25 percent of the ballots cast.

Because the Know-Nothing Party never addressed the issue of slavery, which by the late 1850s had become the most important political and social issue of the era, it quickly lost ground to the emergent Republican Party. In 1860 the American Party declined to nominate a candidate for that year’s presidential election, which spelled the practical end of the movement. Many former adherents of the Know-Nothing platform in fact had joined ranks with the Republicans.
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Knoxville Campaign

Start Date: November 1863

End Date: December 1863

Little-known but important campaign that took place in eastern Tennessee in which Union forces sought to gain control of the region. U.S. president Abraham Lincoln urged Major General Ambrose E. Burnside, commander of the Union Department of the Ohio, to occupy eastern Tennessee, which contained a large number of Union loyalists. To accomplish this, Burnside began to move XXIII Corps from central Kentucky on August 16, 1863. After marching approximately 220 miles through the Kentucky and Tennessee mountains, elements of Burnside’s command entered Knoxville on September 2, 1863, against only very light opposition. Resistance was negligible, because Confederate troops had moved south to reinforce General Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee.

Burnside’s occupation of Knoxville cut the direct railroad link between Virginia and Chattanooga. As a result, when Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s two divisions left Virginia to reinforce Bragg, they had to travel south through the Carolinas and then north through Georgia, barely arriving in time to help Bragg win the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863).

After Bragg placed Chattanooga under siege, he dispatched Longstreet with his two infantry divisions and 5,000 cavalry, about 17,000 soldiers in all, to help recapture Knoxville. Longstreet’s troops departed the Chattanooga area on November 4. On November 14 they reached Loudon and crossed to the north bank of the Tennessee River, then headed toward Knoxville. Union cavalry reported the Confederate advance, and Burnside ordered his troops to retreat into Knoxville. Burnside had been reinforced by two understrength divisions of IX Corps that managed to keep ahead of the oncoming Confederates, fighting a delaying action at Campbell’s Station on November 16. As a result, Burnside’s supply train reached Knoxville safely.

On November 17–18, Union brigadier general William P. Sanders’s cavalry division fought dismounted with the Confederates as Longstreet inched forward. Sanders had orders to hold on as long as possible to allow construction of earthworks to defend Knoxville. Although Sanders himself was mortally wounded in the ensuing action, his delaying tactics enabled Burnside to complete defensive preparations.

Longstreet’s troops surrounded Knoxville but were unable to keep Union supplies from coming down the Tennessee River. His 17,000 men were not quite sufficient in number to attack and overcome the 12,000 Federals defending the city. Another infantry division joined him in late November, followed by two more brigades of cavalry. These reinforcements gave Longstreet more than 20,000 troops, and he then decided to attack Union Fort Sanders and attempt to break the defensive line.

Longstreet’s attack began early on November 29 but immediately ran into trouble. Union forces had strewn telegraph wire between tree stumps, and this, coupled with icy ground, disrupted the assault and ultimately cost Longstreet’s attackers more than 800 casualties.

After the Confederate defeat at the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863), Union reinforcements under Major General William T. Sherman headed for Knoxville. Longstreet then lifted the siege and withdrew to the northeast on December 4. Resting in Rogersville, the Confederates launched an ill-fated attack on Union forces at Bean’s Station early on the morning of December 14. The Federals eluded this thrust, and the Knoxville Campaign came to a close. The Confederates suffered 1,295 casualties during the campaign and siege of Knoxville, while Burnside’s defenders lost 693 men. Knoxville remained in Union hands for the rest of the war. Bragg’s decision to split his forces between Chattanooga and Knoxville meant that he had insufficient numbers to take either.
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Krzyóanowski, Wladimir

Birth Date: July 8, 1824

Death Date: January 31, 1887

Union officer. Wladimir Krzyóanowski was born on July 8, 1824, in the Prussian-controlled Polish city of Roznowo. After the unsuccessful Polish Revolution of 1848, Krzyóanowski fled Europe and immigrated to the United States. He settled in New York, where he worked as a civil engineer and was an early member of the Republican Party. In October 1861 he organized a regiment for Union service and was commissioned colonel of the 58th New York Infantry Regiment (Polish Legion).

After performing guard duty in Washington, D.C., the 58th New York fought at the Battle of Cross Keys (June 8, 1862). The regiment then became part of the 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, XI Corps, Army of the Potomac. During the Second Bull Run Campaign (August 26–September 1, 1862), Krzyóanowski commanded the 2nd Brigade of Major General Carl Schurz’s 3rd Division, I Corps, Army of Virginia. At the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), Krzyóanowski’s brigade performed well, but he was severely wounded. On November 29, 1862, Krzyóanowski was appointed brigadier general of volunteers, but the U.S. Senate failed to act on the appointment, and it expired on March 4, 1863.

Krzyóanowski’s brigade was heavily engaged at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and was badly mauled in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). In the autumn of 1863, the brigade along with XI Corps was transferred to the Army of the Cumberland and took part in the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November). In February 1864, Krzyóanowski’s brigade was detached for guard duty in Tennessee along the Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad, where it served for the remainder of the war.

Discharged on October 1, 1865, with the brevet rank of brigadier general of volunteers, Krzyóanowski then worked as an official in the Treasury Department. In 1880 he was appointed a customs inspector in Colombia, but the unhealthy climate led to his resignation. Returning to New York City, Krzyóanowski was appointed director of the customs office for New York Harbor, a post he held until his death on January 31, 1887, in New York City.
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Kueffner, William Charles

Birth Date: February 27, 1840

Death Date: March 18, 1893

Union officer. William Charles Kueffner was born on February 27, 1840, in Mecklenburg, Germany, and immigrated to the United States as a youth. He first settled in a German American community in the Texas hill country, but his antislavery and antisecession views prompted him to move to Belleville, Illinois, in 1860. With the beginning of the Civil War, on April 25, 1861, Kueffner enlisted in the 9th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment and became a sergeant. The following month he advanced to first lieutenant, and by August 1 he had been promoted to captain.

Much of Kueffner’s war service was in the western theater. Over the total course of his service, he participated in 110 military engagements, resulting in one of the Union’s longest continuous combat records. He was wounded during four separate engagements, including the Battles of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). His wounds rendered him unable to perform frontline duties, and on October 1863 he was placed into the Veteran Reserve Corps.

In the final months of the war, Kueffner had sufficiently recovered to assume command of the 149th Illinois Volunteer Regiment as a colonel. He saw some sporadic service in the West before being brevetted to brigadier general on March 13, 1865. He mustered out of service on January 27, 1866. After the war, Kueffner studied law, passed the Illinois bar, and established a successful practice in Belleville, where he died on March 18, 1893.
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Ku Klux Klan

Secretive extremist organization that was initially formed to resist the implementation of Reconstruction after the Civil War. The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) was founded in 1866 as a social club for veteran Confederate soldiers in southern Tennessee but by the presidential election of 1868 had a presence in all of the former Confederate states. The KKK employed intimidation through violence to destroy the Republican Party in the South, end Reconstruction, regain control over black labor, and achieve white supremacy by keeping African Americans in an inferior social and political position. By the end of the 1870s, the KKK and other white supremacy groups had largely achieved these goals. The KKK would also come to resist foreign immigrants and other groups that did not conform to its vision of white nationalist supremacy.

Through the Emancipation Proclamation (1863) and the Thirteenth Amendment (1865), about 4 million slaves residing in the South were freed. The politics of Reconstruction took several twists and turns, but by 1870 Republicans in the North had established African Americans’ citizenship rights and political equality through the Fourteenth Amendment (1868) and voting rights through the Fifteenth Amendment (1870).

Republicans also created the Freedman’s Bureau to provide food, aid, education, and legal services for the freed slaves. And through the Reconstruction Act of 1867, the Republicans placed the South under five military occupation zones and began the process of reaccepting the former Confederate states into the Union by forcing them to rewrite state constitutions, ratify the Fourteenth Amendment, and prohibit former Confederate leaders from returning to power. With the newly established black franchise and the denial of the vote for former Confederate officials, elections resulted in Republican governors and Republican-controlled legislatures in all the southern states. This attempt to transform the South into a broad-based interracial democracy was bitterly contested by the KKK.

The KKK went after all institutions and behavior associated with the newly empowered African Americans. If a black person failed to tip his hat or step from a sidewalk, he was subject to a potential public beating, or worse. Black schools, churches, and political clubs were routinely raided and their leaders beaten or killed by the KKK. Northerners who went to the South (carpetbaggers) to work for the Freedman’s Bureau or to teach in black schools were also targets of violence. Successful black farmers would have their barns and livestock destroyed, but much of the violence had a concerted political objective.

With the understanding that only by defeating Republicans would Reconstruction end, the KKK launched massive waves of violence during the presidential elections of 1868 and 1872 and the midterm elections of 1870. The preeminent Reconstruction historian Eric Foner describes the KKK as the military wing of the southern Democratic Party. These reigns of terror resulted in the deaths of thousands of black and white Republicans across the South, including a U.S. congressman, several state legislators, and dozens of delegates to state constitutional conventions. More than 2,000 people were killed or injured by the KKK in Louisiana in the weeks before the 1868 election. In 1870, 150 blacks were killed in Jackson County, Florida. A year later in South Carolina, 500 masked men broke into a prison, lynched 8 prisoners, and then assaulted hundreds of alleged Republicans. The single bloodiest incident of KKK violence occurred in 1873 in Colfax, Louisiana, where a KKK army, equipped with a small cannon, slaughtered 280 African Americans protesting local election results.

Most state and local officials were either unwilling or unable to stop the KKK. The violence so alarmed the Northerners that Congress passed the Enforcement Acts (1870 and 1871) and the Ku Klux Klan Act (1871). President Ulysses S. Grant sent federal troops to several KKK hot spots in the South. Hundreds of Klansmen were arrested and prosecuted under these new federal laws in federal courts (often containing black juries) by intrepid U.S. attorney general Amos Ackerman. By the mid-1870s, this assertion of federal power did indeed end much of the KKK’s nefarious activity.

However, by this time the KKK had largely achieved its goals. Nearly all whites in the South had been discouraged from voting for Republicans, and many blacks were intimidated or physically prevented from voting or running for office. As a result, by 1877 all 11 former Confederate states had been “redeemed,” meaning that Democrats had regained control. These states instituted Jim Crow laws that separated the races, denied the vote to blacks (through such devices as poll taxes and literacy tests), isolated blacks in poor segregated schools, and relegated African Americans to sharecroppers who were mired in perpetual poverty.

Although the KKK was greatly diminished after the 1870s, it never disappeared completely. Beginning around 1915, the organization saw a renaissance, peaking in the 1920s. This time, however, its epicenter was not the South but rather the Midwest, including Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan. By now the KKK’s interests had shifted toward anti-Jewish, anti-Catholic, anti-immigrant, anti-Union, and anticommunist activities. It was again active against African Americans during the 1950s and 1960s civil rights era, but by 2008 KKK membership had declined to no more than 6,000 or so, down from its peak of 6 million in 1924.
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Labor, Factory
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Labor, Free
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Ladies’ Gunboat Societies

Patriotic associations created by Southern women to raise money, chiefly for the construction of Confederate ironclads. The first of these Gunboat Societies sprang up in Savannah, Georgia, in March 1862 after the Confederate ironclad Virginia battled the U.S. ironclad Monitor off Hampton Roads, Virginia, on March 9, 1862. The battle showcased the need for new ironclad warships and thus spurred women across the Deep South to work to raise funds dedicated specifically for the construction of ironclad ships. Ladies’ Gunboat Societies also raised money for the maintenance of Southern warships and to purchase cannon and powder.

The first ironclad to be built with Ladies’ Gunboat Society funds was the Georgia. Several Georgia cities—Savannah, Macon, Augusta, Rome, and Milledgeville—raised more than $74,000, and the state contributed an additional $50,000, allowing the shipbuilder to begin construction on the Georgia.

Other ironclad vessels built with significant contributions from Ladies’ Gunboat Society funds were the Charleston and Fredericksburg. Participation in the societies peaked in late 1862 but virtually ceased by mid-1863 after a series of stinging Confederate defeats and the loss of numerous Confederate warships. Interestingly, the Ladies’ Gunboat Societies in the South were racially integrated and included many free blacks who supported the Confederate cause.
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Ladies’ Memorial Associations

Patriotic organizations dedicated to memorializing fallen Confederates. At the end of the Civil War, Southern women who had been active in wartime soldiers’ aid societies found a new calling in memorializing the Confederate dead. Throughout the South these women formed ladies’ memorial associations, which soon became a major focus for elite Southern white women. The associations took responsibility for removing the dead from battlefields, burying them in designated Confederate cemeteries, and erecting monuments to the fallen. Most important, ladies’ memorial associations were responsible for the springtime ritual of decorating graves with flowers and Confederate flags on what eventually became known as Memorial Day.

In many ways, Southern women’s wartime experiences had prepared them for their postwar memorialization tasks. Their work as nurses, laborers in munitions factories, and members of soldiers’ aid societies gave them the necessary skills and confidence to meet the social and cultural needs of the region in the aftermath of defeat. Furthermore, memorializing Confederate men did not threaten prescribed gender patterns and was generally accepted as an extension of women’s domestic role as caretakers. Women’s memorial activities enabled elite Southern women to play a significant role in the creation of the New South.

Indeed, the first Confederate holiday established in the South was Memorial Day, also referred to as Decoration Day. It grew out of the activities of ladies’ memorial associations that emerged in the region immediately after the Civil War. Many communities laid claim to being the first to have begun Confederate Memorial Day, making it clear that the ritual developed simultaneously in several places throughout the South.

Ladies’ memorial associations remained active in the South through the early 20th century. In 1900 they were organized into one umbrella organization known as the Confederated Southern Memorial Association (CSMA), headed by Katie Behan of New Orleans, Louisiana. Under the CSMA, women’s memorial work continued but became a work of the past when the last of the Confederate veterans died and new generations of women, with no personal attachment to the war, were not interested in the activity. Moreover, the United Daughters of the Confederacy, founded in 1894, superseded the organization in influence.
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Laird Rams

British-built ironclad warships. In June 1862 James D. Bulloch, the Confederate agent in Britain, arranged with the firm of John Laird and Sons to build two armored ships. More suited to Confederate requirements, they were known in the yard as hulls 294 and 295 but became best known as the Laird rams. Their intended names in Confederate service were the Mississippi and the North Carolina. The North Carolina was launched on July 4, 1863, and the Mississippi was launched on August 29.

The two ships were 224.5 feet in length between perpendiculars and 42.5 feet in beam. They had a depth of 17 feet. They were designed to mount four 9-inch rifled guns in two rotating iron turrets. Each was also equipped with a 7-foot iron ram at the bow. The ships were protected by midships hull armor of 4.5 inches supported by 12 inches of teak, with an inner iron belt. The turrets had 5.5-inch iron protection, also supported by 12 inches of teak. A single screw powered by four steam boilers and auxiliary sail were to provide a speed of 10 knots. Crew complement was 153 men.

Bulloch did all he could to conceal their true nature, putting out the cover story that the ships had been ordered by the Egyptian government as El Toussan and El Monassir. U.S. agents were not fooled, and heavy pressure by Washington on London, assisted by changing Southern military fortunes in the summer of 1863, led the British government to seize both ships in the Mersey River that October. In February 1864 the government purchased them for the Royal Navy. The North Carolina became the Scorpion, and the Mississippi was named the Wivern. The Scorpion became a coastal defense ship in Bermuda and was sunk as a target in 1901. The Wivern became a coastal defense ship at Hong Kong. In 1904 it became a floating workshop and depot ship, and it was broken up in 1922.
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Harper’s Weekly illustration of one of the Laird Rams. Under construction in England for the Confederacy, these powerful ironclad warships were seized by the British government in October 1863. (Harper’s Weekly)
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Lake Chicot, Battle of

Event Date: June 6, 1864

The last significant Civil War engagement in Arkansas. By the end of 1863, Union forces dominated Mississippi River traffic. Steamers, protected by Union gunboats, conveyed soldiers and goods with relatively little hindrance along the waterway. Union landing parties foraged for supplies, destroying Southern property, while Confederate activity along the river’s banks usually was met by naval gunfire.

In May 1864, Confederate brigadier general John S. Marmaduke led a force of 800 cavalrymen with 10 cannon into Chicot County and began attacking Union vessels. Within two weeks, his subordinate Colonel Colton Greene had disabled five gunboats and captured, damaged, or destroyed 10 transports, effectively blocking passage on the river. On June 5, 3,000 Federals, commanded by Major General Andrew Jackson Smith, disembarked from 28 Union vessels at the south end of Lake Chicot to attack Greene’s Confederates. Greene, having dispersed his forces, had at his disposal only 600 Missouri cavalrymen and 6 cannon. With these troops, he harassed Smith’s operations.

On the rainy morning of June 6, Smith advanced under sporadic Confederate fire to Ditch Bayou. Greene had hidden his men behind this natural obstacle and had placed his cannon under the cover of trees. Smith deployed his soldiers in a front almost a mile wide along the bayou, believing that an open field lay between him and the enemy some 700 yards distant. His cannon were soon mired in mud, and when his men advanced, the Confederate artillery pinned them in the mire with shell and canister. Soon cannon smoke enveloped the battlefield, partly hiding the exposed Union soldiers, who nonetheless could neither advance nor retreat. Finally after noon, Union cavalrymen got across the bayou south of the battlefield, forcing the Confederates into an orderly retreat. In the engagement the Federals suffered 33 dead and 98 wounded, while the Confederates had 4 dead and 33 wounded.
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Lamar, Charles Augustus Lafayette

Birth Date: April 1, 1824

Death Date: April 16, 1865

Wealthy Georgia businessman and blockade-runner. Born on April 1, 1824, in Savannah, Georgia, the son of a wealthy banker, Charles Augustus Lafayette Lamar was the godson of the Marquis de Lafayette, who was present at his baptism. On June 14, 1838, the Lamar family was in the steamship Pulaski when an explosion sank the ship off the coast of North Carolina. The only members of the family to survive were 14-year-old Lamar, his father, and his sister Rebecca.

During the 1850s, Lamar, already a successful businessman involved in railroad construction, cotton factoring, and flour milling, was an advocate of secession, the expansion of slavery, and the continuation of the illegal slave trade. Unlike his father, who was against the slave trade, Lamar believed that the federal ban on the African slave trade was unconstitutional. In 1858 he sent his racing schooner Wanderer to the Congo to collect a cargo of 487 Africans. The surviving 409 Africans were landed at Jekyll Island, Georgia, on November 28, 1858, and sold at auction. When federal authorities learned of Lamar’s actions, they seized the ship, charged the crew with piracy, accused Lamar of violating the anti–slave trade laws, and mandated that the Wanderer be sold at auction.

The Wanderer affair was covered by all of the nation’s newspapers and exacerbated the growing rift between North and South. The incident also prompted President James Buchanan to strengthen the role of the federal government in anti–slave trade efforts. The judicial system in Savannah, however, was favorably disposed toward Lamar, who was merely fined $500 and sentenced to 30 days of confinement in his home and was able to buy the Wanderer at auction. A model of the ship is on display in the Ships of the Sea Museum in Savannah. Historians frequently cite the Wanderer as the last American slave ship to bring African slaves to the United States. This dubious distinction, however, belongs to the schooner Clotilde, which delivered a cargo of about 125 slaves from Dahomey to Mobile, Alabama, on May 15, 1859.

At the outset of the Civil War, Lamar organized the 7th Georgia Battalion and was commissioned a colonel. He commanded the defense of Jekyll Island until April 1862, when he resigned his commission to work for his father. The Lamars were quite successful in blockade-running.

After the fall of Savannah to Union forces in December 1864, Lamar returned to active military duty. Assigned to the 25th Georgia Cavalry as a colonel, Lamar was mortally wounded at the Battle of Columbus, Georgia, on April 16, 1865. His death occurred seven days after General Robert E. Lee had surrendered the principal Confederate Army at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, making Lamar the last Confederate officer from Georgia and one of the last Confederates of note to be killed in a land battle during the Civil War.
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Lamar, Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus

Birth Date: September 17, 1825

Death Date: January 23, 1893

Politician, Confederate officer, and diplomat. Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus Lamar was born on September 17, 1825, in Putnam County, Georgia. He graduated from Emory College in 1845 and studied law in Macon. He was admitted to the bar in 1847 and then in 1849 moved to Oxford, Mississippi, where he practiced law and taught mathematics at the University of Mississippi. In 1857 he entered the U.S. House of Representatives, where he supported states’ rights and slavery, serving until 1860. He then became a full-time professor at the university. A member of the Mississippi Secession Convention, in January 1861 Lamar drafted that state’s secession ordinance.

When the Civil War broke out, Lamar assisted in raising the 19th Mississippi Infantry Regiment. He served for a year as its lieutenant colonel, acquitting himself well at the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862) and the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862). He commanded the regiment during the latter engagement but resigned his commission at the end of May, when his health failed.

During 1863 and most of 1864, Lamar represented the Confederacy as a special commissioner in London and Paris, seeking assistance and recognition for his country. Failing in his mission, he returned home and was appointed a special envoy of President Jefferson Davis in Georgia. In this role, Lamar defended Davis’s suspension of habeas corpus and imposition of conscription. On December 3, 1864, Lamar returned to the army as a colonel, serving as judge advocate in III Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. In 1865 he was an aide to Lieutenant General James Longstreet.

Disenfranchised after the war, Lamar returned to teaching at the University of Mississippi and the practice of law. Although an advocate of sectional reconciliation, he was forced by Republicans in 1870 to resign his professorship. He again served in the U.S. House of Representatives during 1873–1877 and then in the U.S. Senate during 1877–1885, after which he became secretary of the interior (1885–1887). Appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court in January 1888, he was still on the bench at the time of his death on January 23, 1893, in Macon, Georgia.
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Lamon, Ward Hill

Birth Date: January 6, 1828

Death Date: May 7, 1893

Close friend and bodyguard of Abraham Lincoln. Born in Winchester, Virginia, on January 6, 1828, Ward Hill Lamon was the son of a farmer who moved to Illinois in 1847. Settling in Danville, Illinois, Lamon opened a law practice in 1851 after studying at the University of Louisville. He became friends with Lincoln when both rode together through central Illinois as part of the 8th Judicial Circuit. During this time, Lamon and Lincoln also entered into an informal law partnership.

Lamon was a long-term political supporter of Lincoln. In 1860 Lamon was responsible for packing the gallery of Chicago’s Wigwam with Lincoln supporters to demonstrate enthusiasm for the state’s local candidate at the Republican Convention. Lamon succeeded in his mission by forging gallery passes for Lincoln supporters.

In response to physical threats made against the president-elect in early 1861, Lincoln asked Lamon to be his bodyguard on his trip from Springfield, Illinois, to Washington, D.C. This journey included traveling through the particularly hostile Baltimore area. For this portion of the route, it was decided that the president would travel in disguise, a decision he quickly came to regret, accompanied only by Lamon. With Lamon carrying a small arsenal (two pistols, two derringers, and two large knives) for protection, the trip was safely completed.

Although he played no major role in policy during the Lincoln administration, in April 1861 Lamon was appointed U.S. marshal for Washington, D.C., with his primary responsibility being to ensure the president’s safety. Lamon often entertained the president with homespun colloquialisms, stories, and songs and introduced Lincoln to the audience gathered at Gettysburg, where the president gave his famous address on November 19, 1863. When Lincoln was shot in Ford’s Theatre on the evening of April 14, 1865, Lamon was in Richmond on official business. Lamon later wrote that he had pleaded with the president not to go to the theater at night while he was away.

In 1872 Lamon published a biography of Lincoln that was critically reviled as being too folksy. Lamon went on to practice law in Colorado from 1879 to 1883. During his time in Colorado, his nomination as postmaster of Denver was blocked by the president’s son, Robert Lincoln, in retribution for the biography. Lamon died in Martinsburg, West Virginia, on May 7, 1893.

STEVE FLAIG

See also

Lincoln, Abraham; Lincoln Assassination

Further Reading

Donald, David Herbert. Lincoln. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1995.

Oates, Stephen B. With Malice toward None: The Life of Abraham Lincoln. New York: HarperCollins, 1977.

LaMountain, John

Birth Date: 1830

Death Date: 1878

Hot-air balloon pioneer credited with being the first individual to spot and report enemy troop movements from a balloon. John LaMountain was born in 1830 in Wayne County, New York, but received little formal education. He began experimenting with hot-air balloons as a young man but often alienated himself from other balloonists because of his imperious personality. In 1859 he laid out a plan that would set the world record for hot-air balloon fight, working with fellow balloon pioneer John Wise. After constructing a 70,000-cubic-foot balloon named the Atlantic, LaMountain, Wise, and several other people made their initial ascent from St. Louis on July 1, 1859. After they had traversed some 1,150 miles, a sudden squall forced the balloonists to land at Henderson, New York. The journey took 19 hours and 50 minutes, which was indeed a record.

LaMountain made another flight in the Atlantic in September 1859, but the balloon was forced down over southern Canada. The trip had covered some 300 miles, but LaMountain and his passenger, a local newspaper reporter, wandered in the wilderness with no supplies for four days before being rescued by lumbermen.

With the beginning of the Civil War in April 1861, LaMountain sought the position of chief aeronaut (balloonist) for the Union Army but lost out to the better-known Thaddeus S. C. Lowe. However, shortly thereafter, Major General Benjamin F. Butler, who was in command at strategic Fort Monroe (Virginia), hired LaMountain to provide aerial reconnaissance. LaMountain did not hold rank and worked essentially as a civilian.

In this capacity, on August 3, 1861, LaMountain carried out the first aerial reconnaissance from a warship when he made a balloon ascent from the U.S. steamer Fanny in Hampton Roads to observe Confederate artillery batteries at Sewell’s Point, Virginia. The Fanny was, in effect, the nation’s first aircraft carrier.

Butler was relieved of his command that same month, and LaMountain was not retained at Fort Monroe. He now went to work for Lowe in the Balloon Corps, but the two men fought at every turn. LaMountain was finally dismissed sometime in 1862. Thereafter he made several other balloon flights of his own, but none equaled that of July 1859. LaMountain died in 1878 in Lansingburgh, New York.
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Lancashire, England

Region located in northwestern England that was the epicenter of Great Britain’s textile industry in the 19th century. Lancashire suffered greatly due to cotton shortages during the American Civil War, with the closure of many of its mills and soaring unemployment. Not surprisingly, Lancashire’s economic dependence on the South made it a stronghold of support for the Confederacy.

Lancashire’s mills relied almost exclusively on cotton from the American South, resulting in great sympathy for the Southern cause. The Confederate cotton embargo at the beginning of the war prevented much of the 1861 cotton crop from being delivered to England, and by 1862 many of the mills were forced to close because of cotton shortages. Many of the workers faced unemployment and starvation, and by December 1862 more than 486,000 of Lancashire’s 2.49 million inhabitants were dependent on government relief. Many workers saw a Confederate victory as the quickest way to rectify the situation.

Pro-Southern clubs were formed throughout Lancashire, and public meetings calling for British aid to the Confederacy were held, often resulting in the passing of motions and the sending of petitions to Parliament calling for British recognition of the Confederacy and an end to the Union blockade of Southern ports.

Lancashire was also a center of material and military support for the Confederacy. Some merchants and mill owners subsequently financed the construction of blockade-runners that provided the South with vital supplies and returned to England with cargoes of cotton. The cotton shortage in Lancashire did not end until after the Civil War, despite increased cotton production in Egypt and India.
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Lane, James Henry (Confederate Officer)

Birth Date: July 28, 1833

Death Date: September 21, 1907

Confederate officer. Born in Mathews Court House, Virginia, on July 28, 1833, James Henry Lane graduated from the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) in 1854 and the University of Virginia in 1857. After serving as a professor at VMI, he moved on to teach military tactics and natural philosophy at the West Florida Seminary of Learning (now Florida State University) and the North Carolina Military Institute under the presidency of future Confederate general Daniel Harvey Hill. When the Civil War began, Lane offered his military services to the state of North Carolina in spite of his Virginia upbringing. He thus embarked on a remarkable military career in which he fought in 30 major engagements.

In June 1861, Lane received a major’s commission in the Confederate Army and served initially with the 1st North Carolina Infantry under the command of Colonel D. H. Hill. By September of that year, Lane was promoted to colonel and took command of the 28th North Carolina Infantry in the Army of Northern Virginia. During the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), he received wounds to the head in the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862) and three days later in the Battle of Frayser’s Farm (June 30, 1862) but refused to leave the field on both occasions. His actions earned the unwavering admiration of his men, which he maintained throughout the war. His bravery during this campaign and in the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of Harpers Ferry (September 12–15, 1862), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) earned Lane a promotion to brigadier general in November 1862. Commanding a brigade in Major General A. P. Hill’s Division, Lane led his troops in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) before being moved to command the 2nd Brigade of Major General W. Dorsey Pender’s Division in June 1863.

At the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Lane’s brigade made several key charges that drove Union troops off of Seminary Ridge on the first day of fighting. On the third day after briefly commanding the division, Lane along with his command fought under Brigadier General Isaac Trimble in Pickett’s Charge. Lane received another serious wound that day when his horse was shot from under him. The charge itself cost nearly half the men in his brigade.

Lane’s brigade continued its service in the Army of Northern Virginia, fighting in all the major engagements of the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). On June 2 Lane received a wound to the groin at the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), which forced him out of action until August. Having returned before his wound properly healed, he had to take additional sick leave. Lane reunited with his troops in October outside of Petersburg and led them until the army’s surrender at Appomattox on April 9, 1865.

After the war, Lane returned to his antebellum occupation as a professor and taught at the newly established Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College (now Virginia Tech) for eight years. He then taught at the Missouri School of Mines before eventually settling at the Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical College (now Auburn University), where he remained for 25 years. Lane died on September 21, 1907, in Auburn, Alabama.
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Lane, James Henry (Union Officer)

Birth Date: June 22, 1814

Death Date: July 1, 1866

Politician and Union officer. James Henry Lane was born on June 22, 1814, in Lawrenceburg, Indiana. He studied law and then served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), which catapulted him into the office of lieutenant governor of Indiana in 1849. From 1853 to 1855, he served in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat.

An inveterate political opportunist, Lawrence badly misjudged his constituency when he voted in favor of the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act. He thereafter became so unpopular with voters that he did not seek a second term. A year later Lane had decided to settle in Kansas, where he soon became a leader of the antislavery forces and played a key role in the crisis known as Bleeding Kansas. He also began angling to become the Kansas Territory’s U.S. senator. His hopes were temporarily dampened, however, after he shot and killed a neighbor during a duel in June 1858.

In 1861 Lane, now a Republican, was elected to represent Kansas in the U.S. Senate. He quickly ingratiated himself with President Abraham Lincoln and in April 1861 formed the Frontier Guards, made up chiefly of Republican politicians. The Frontier Guards served as a security detail for the Capitol and the White House, and most were lodged in the White House.

In the autumn of 1861 with Lincoln’s blessing, Lane returned to Kansas and raised a military force to stop an expected incursion by Confederate brigadier general Sterling Price. As a brigadier general of volunteers, Lane led a force into Missouri after the Confederate withdrawal there and engaged in much pillage and destruction. By 1864, Lane’s many enemies and political adversaries were out to destroy his political career. He managed to salvage his career when he helped repel Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864) and was on hand for the Battle of Westport (October 23, 1864).

Lane ultimately torpedoed his political fortunes when he failed to support the Civil Rights Act of 1866. He was also accused of corruption in dealings with various Indian tribes. Despondent over his fall from grace, Lane shot himself to death on July 1, 1866, outside Leavenworth, Kansas.
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Lane, Joseph

Birth Date: December 14, 1801

Death Date: April 19, 1881

Politician and Mexican-American War officer. Joseph Lane was born on December 14, 1801, in Buncombe County, North Carolina. As a youth, he moved with his family to Kentucky. Lane left home at age 15 and settled in Indiana, where he engaged in farming and was elected to the state legislature at age 21.

Lane resigned his seat as a member of the Indiana Senate when the Mexican-American War began in 1846. Enlisting in the 2nd Indiana Infantry, he was elected its colonel. President James K. Polk subsequently appointed Lane, a staunch Democrat, as a brigadier general of volunteers. Lane proved to be a gallant and intrepid soldier, distinguishing himself in the Battle of Buena Vista (February 22–23, 1847). He was best known for his controversial operations west of Veracruz after the capture of Mexico City in September 1847, which resulted in a massacre of Mexican soldiers and civilians at Huamantla on October 7, 1847.

After the war, in August 1848 President Polk appointed Lane governor of the Oregon Territory. Lane also served in the U.S. House of Representatives (1851–1859) as a territorial delegate. In Congress, he was quick to demonstrate his pro-Southern sympathies and was an ardent supporter of states’ rights. Lane backed the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act and Kansas’s Lecompton Constitution. From 1859 to 1861 he served in the U.S. Senate, representing Oregon. In 1860 he became the vice presidential nominee under John C. Breckinridge for the proslavery faction of the Democratic Party. The ticket went down to defeat. Lane’s position regarding slavery and Southern secession essentially ended his political career, and he retired to Oregon. Lane died on April 19, 1881, in Roseburg, Oregon.
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Lane, Walter Paye

Birth Date: February 18, 1817

Death Date: January 28, 1892

Confederate officer. Walter Paye Lane was born on February 18, 1817, in County Cork, Ireland, and at the age of four immigrated to the United States with his family. He eventually settled in Fairview, Ohio. In 1836 Lane moved to Texas and participated in the Texas Revolution. From 1836 to 1846, he worked as a teacher, a Gulf Coast privateer, and a farmer. After fighting in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he made Marshall, Texas, his home and engaged in the international gold business for several years.

In the spring of 1861, Lane became a lieutenant colonel in the 3rd Texas Cavalry Regiment. He first saw action at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861). That autumn, he led five detached companies on a raid against pro-Union Indians in Indian Territory. He was at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862). In the summer of 1862 Lane returned to Texas, where he recruited the 1st Texas Partisan Rangers, later becoming its colonel. He became ill late in the year, however, and did not return to duty until early 1863.

For much of the rest of the war, Lane remained in Louisiana. He fought effectively at the Battle of Bayou Lafourche (July 13, 1863) as well as the Battle of Bayou Bourbeux (November 3, 1863). He then provided excellent service during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) but was seriously wounded during the Battle of Mansfield (April 8, 1864). Recommended for promotion that autumn, Lane was advanced to brigadier general to date from March 10, 1865.

Lane returned to Marshall, Texas, after the war, becoming a prosperous businessman. In 1887 he published his colorful memoirs, which became widely read. Lane died on January 28, 1892, in Marshall.
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Langston, John Mercer

Birth Date: December 14, 1820

Death Date: November 15, 1897

Attorney, educator, abolitionist, and political activist. John Mercer Langston was born on December 14, 1820, in Louisa County, Virginia. His father was a plantation owner, and his mother was a freedwoman of Indian and African American heritage. In 1834 after both his parents had died, Langston moved with his older brothers to Chillicothe, Ohio. Beginning in the early 1840s, he was tutored by two African American teachers from Oberlin College. The following year he enrolled at Oberlin, becoming one of the school’s first black graduates. In 1849 he earned a BA degree, and three years later he earned a master’s degree. After being rejected by several law schools because of his race, he studied law with an Ohio attorney and was admitted to the bar in 1854.

Meanwhile, Langston became active in the abolitionist movement, helping to coordinate the Underground Railroad and other activities. He also became involved in efforts to give African Americans in Ohio the right to vote, believing that political enfranchisement was a critical step in achieving emancipation and eventual equality. In addition, he actively campaigned on behalf of both Republican and Free Soil candidates. By the late 1850s, Langston had become more radical in his views, having supported John Brown’s 1859 raid on Harpers Ferry.
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African American John Mercer Langston of Ohio aided the Underground Railroad and, during the Civil War, recruited African Americans into the Union Army. After the war, he founded the first African American law school, served as U.S. minister to Haiti, and briefly represented Virginia in the U.S. House of Representatives. (Perry-Castaneda Library)

When the Civil War began, Langston supervised western recruitment for several black units, including the 54th and 55th Massachusetts Infantry Regiments as well as the 5th U.S. Colored Troops. After the war, Langston championed Radical Reconstruction and became an inspector general for the Freedmen’s Bureau. In 1868 he founded the law school at Howard University, and from 1872 to 1875 he served as the school’s acting president. Concurrently, he continued to work for equal rights for African Americans.

From 1877 to 1885, Langston served as U.S. minister to Haiti; he also served briefly as chargé d’affaires to the Dominican Republic. In 1885 he became president of the Virginia Normal and Collegiate Institute in Petersburg. In 1888 Langston ran for a seat in the U.S. House. He lost the bid but challenged the results, claiming fraud and voter intimidation. After 18 months he was declared the winner, but he served only 6 months of the term and lost his reelection bid.

Langston later moved to Washington, D.C., where he practiced law, wrote an autobiography, and continued his political advocacy efforts. He died there on November 15, 1897.
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Lanier, Sidney

Birth Date: February 3, 1842

Death Date: September 7, 1881

Confederate soldier and Southern poet and musician. Born in Macon, Georgia, on February 3, 1842, Sidney Lanier graduated from Oglethorpe University in 1860. In 1861 he volunteered to serve in the local regiment, the Macon Volunteers, seeing combat in several engagements, including the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He later served aboard blockade-runners off the North Carolina coast before being captured by Union forces in November 1864. Lanier spent four months in prison camps and contracted tuberculosis before bribing himself free.

A person of multiple talents but frail health and unsteady employment, Lanier pursued several careers, including law, music, and teaching. During the period after the Civil War, he also began to write poetry and fiction. Torn between cultural expectations and personal desires in the fine arts, Lanier expressed his emotions through poetry, gaining a national reputation.

Lanier moved to the North to enter artistic circles and in Baltimore accepted a position as first flutist for the Peabody Conservatory of Music Orchestra. He later became a literature lecturer at Johns Hopkins University. He blended poetry and musical theory in works such as “The Symphony,” “The Marshes of Glynn,” and “Sunrise,” believing that poetry should convey images through sound and words. Popular in both northern and southern states, his literature and letters offer a rich perspective on American artistic life in the post–Civil War years. In 1881, seeking a better climate for his health, he traveled to North Carolina, where he died in Lynn on September 7, 1881.
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Lauman, Jacob Gartner

Birth Date: January 20, 1813

Death Date: February 9, 1867

Union officer. Jacob Gartner Lauman was born on January 20, 1813, in Taneytown, Maryland, but was raised in York County, Pennsylvania. In 1844 he relocated to Burlington, Iowa, where he became a successful businessman. On July 11, 1861, he received a commission as a volunteer colonel and helped recruit the 7th Iowa Infantry Regiment. Sent to Missouri, Lauman’s regiment saw action in September in several skirmishes and again during the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861), in which Lauman was seriously wounded. The following year, Lauman’s unit was sent to Tennessee, where it saw combat at the Battles of Fort Henry (February 6, 1862) and Fort Donelson (February 13–16).

On March 21, Lauman was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers for his performance at Fort Donelson. Given charge of a brigade of troops from Kentucky and Indiana, he saw significant action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Thereafter, Lauman was assigned garrison duty at Memphis and then took command of the 4th Division of XVI Corps in the spring of 1863. Lauman was present for part of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and then proceeded with his division to Jackson, Mississippi, for the siege there (July 10–16, 1863). By now he had been attached to XIII Corps, under the command of Major General Edward O. C. Ord.

On July 12, acting without orders and without securing the support of other division heads, Lauman spearheaded an assault against a partially hidden Confederate fortification, resulting in very heavy casualties for his 1,000 men. When the smoke cleared, Ord, who was furious with Lauman for launching such a foolhardy attack, instructed him to seek cover for his men and call the roll. When Lauman seemed unwilling or unable to do this, Ord immediately relieved him of command. Sent to Iowa to await orders, Lauman held no other commands and saw no further action during the war. Given a pro forma brevet promotion to major general of volunteers on March 13, 1865, Lauman left the service on August 24.

After the war, Lauman attended to his business interests. He died on February 9, 1867, in Burlington, Iowa.
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Laurel Hill, Battle of

See Chaffin’s Farm, Battle of

Laurel Hill, Virginia, Skirmish at

Start Date: July 7, 1861

End Date: July 11, 1861

Minor military engagement 2 miles west of Belington, Virginia, now in West Virginia. By June 16, 1861, Confederate brigadier general Robert S. Garnett held two strategic spots some 16 miles apart: Laurel Hill, which controlled the Beverly-Fairmont Pike, and, to the south, Rich Mountain, which commanded the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. The two passes were gateways to the Northwest and key to halting the Union advance into the valley of Virginia. Union major general George McClellan sought to secure the passes in order to threaten the Confederate positions at Harpers Ferry and the Kanawha Valley and advance Union forces east to Manassas and south into Tennessee.

On July 6, McClellan ordered Brigadier General Thomas A. Morris to advance his 4,000 men from Philippi to within a mile and a half of the entrenched Confederate encampment at Laurel Hill. Morris skirmished with Garnett’s 3,500 Confederates, while two brigades of about 7,000 men under McClellan attacked the 1,300 men holding the Rich Mountain pass. The Laurel Hill skirmish commenced on July 7. On July 9, Union forces captured Girard Hill, a strategic point where they established artillery. They commenced shelling at around noon on July 10 and resumed the next day. Meanwhile, Garnett learned that the Union troops had taken Rich Mountain on July 11, and he ordered a retreat around midnight. Union forces seized the abandoned Laurel Hill pass on July 12. Union losses at Laurel Hill were 12 killed and 59 wounded, while the Confederates suffered 135 dead and some 1,000 captured.

The Union’s successes at Laurel Hill and Rich Mountain allowed western Virginia Unionists to proceed with their plans to secede from the rest of Virginia and form the new state of West Virginia. Union forces pursued Garrett’s retreating Confederates and again defeated them in the Battle of Carrick’s Ford (July 13, 1861).
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Law, Evander McIvor

Birth Date: August 7, 1836

Death Date: October 31, 1920

Confederate officer. Evander McIvor Law was born in Darlington, South Carolina, on August 7, 1836, and graduated from the South Carolina Military Academy (the Citadel) in 1856. He subsequently moved to Alabama, and when the Civil War began he joined the 4th Alabama Regiment as a captain. Appointed the unit’s lieutenant colonel in the summer of 1861, he saw action during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he was badly wounded. That autumn, he became the colonel of the 4th Alabama. Law commanded his regiment during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and took command of a brigade during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Still leading a brigade, Law performed well at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).

Now serving under Brigadier General John B. Hood, Law next saw heavy action at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where Hood’s small division fought valiantly at the Cornfield, largely unsupported. Law was advanced to brigadier general on October 2, 1862, and he commanded his brigade at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). In the spring of 1863, Law took charge of a brigade of Alabama regiments, which he commanded at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On the second day of fighting, Law’s unit led the attacks on Little Round Top. The move proved sanguinary and was ultimately repulsed. When Hood was badly wounded, Law took temporary command of his division.

Lieutenant General James Longstreet now requested that Brigadier General Micah Jenkins—and not Law—take charge of Hood’s division. Hood returned to command sooner than expected, so the issue became moot, but Law was angered by Longstreet’s action. When Hood was again wounded in September 1863, Jenkins commanded the division while Law led a detached brigade during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). In the fighting, Jenkins accused Law of failing to support the division. Jenkins and Law then engaged in a bitter war of words, which led to Law’s resignation in December 1863. Longstreet, who clearly favored Jenkins, demanded that Law be court-martialed. No charges were ever brought, however, and Law returned to Longstreet’s corps the following year.

Law next saw combat at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864). In the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), he sustained a severe head wound. Returning to duty in February 1865, he commanded a cavalry brigade during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865).

After the war Law moved to Florida, where he became involved in education and was a newspaper editor. Law died in Bartow, Florida, on October 31, 1920.
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Lawler, Michael Kelly

Birth Date: November 16, 1814

Death Date: July 26, 1882

Union officer. Michael Kelly Lawler was born in County Kildare, Ireland, on November 16, 1814, and immigrated with his family to the United States at age two. He eventually settled in Gallatin County, Illinois, where he was a farmer. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served as a captain of Illinois volunteers. After the war, he engaged in mercantile pursuits near Shawneetown, Illinois.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Lawler accepted a commission as a colonel of volunteers, commanding the 18th Illinois Infantry Regiment. He was first assigned to Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant’s command, operating in Illinois and Missouri. Later that year, Lawler was court-martialed for allegedly physically abusing his troops but was acquitted.

Early in 1862, Lawler fought under Brigadier General John A. McClernand’s command in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) and was wounded. His unit was then attached to Brigadier General John A. Logan’s command and conducted scouting activities and performed garrison duties in Kentucky and Tennessee. Promoted to brigadier general to rank from November 29, 1862, Lawler saw action at the Battles of Port Gibson (May 1, 1863), Champion Hill (May 16, 1863), and Big Black River (May 17, 1863). He also participated in the siege of Vicksburg during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863).

Lawler then was transferred to the Department of the Gulf, where he commanded a division in XIII Corps and held several district commands. When XIII Corps was disbanded in early 1864, he took command of the Reserve Corps, a post he held until war’s end. Brevetted major general on March 13, 1865, Lawler left the army on January 15, 1866, and returned to his farm near Equality, Illinois, where he died on July 26, 1882.
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Illustration depicting the raid by Confederate guerrillas led by William Clarke Quantrill on Lawrence, Kansas. The raiders pillaged and burned the town and killed 150–200 people. Virtually all the adult male residents were slain. (MPI/Stringer/Archive Photos/Getty Images)

Lawrence, Kansas, Raid on

Event Date: August 21, 1863

Deadly raid by Confederate guerrillas under the command of William Clarke Quantrill. Also called Quantrill’s Raid on Lawrence or the Lawrence Massacre, the attack was a culmination of conflict and tension between Kansans and Missourians that extended back to the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act and the battle over slavery in the territories. When the Civil War began in 1861, Kansas Jayhawkers—rough and dangerous Unionists—used experience and resentment from the territorial struggle to lead destructive raids into Missouri. As a result, hundreds of men joined guerrilla, or irregular, fighting units in Missouri to oppose federal forces. Called “bushwhackers,” some of these men were truly pro-Confederate, some were former Unionists angered with the Jayhawkers’ raids, and others were criminals who took advantage of the opportunity to kill and plunder. Quantrill, originally from Ohio and a one-time Kansas resident, soon joined this effort and came to lead his own successful band of Southern partisans.

Confederate Raid on Lawrence, Kansas (August 21, 1863)



	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength
	3,000 civilians
	400 guerrillas



	Property damage
	$1.5 million
	N/A



	Killed
	150–200
	1




During the summer of 1863, Quantrill planned the most daring excursion to date for his Missouri guerrillas. Lawrence, Kansas, some 30 miles west of the Missouri-Kansas border with a population of 3,000 people, stood as the prosperous landmark of Kansas and home of many leading political and military figures. With a list of buildings and people chosen for eradication, Quantrill and more than 400 heavily armed guerrillas rode into Kansas on August 20.

At around 5:00 a.m. on August 21, 1863, Quantrill’s Southern partisans reached Lawrence and charged into town. His men quickly captured Lawrence’s most imposing structure, a hotel called the Eldridge House. The guerrillas then quickly dispersed. They looted stores, plundered private residences, and burned most of the town’s buildings. The property damage was tremendous, perhaps reaching $1.5 million, but the wholesale murders made the raid infamous. The guerrillas generally left women and children alone; however, nearly every adult male was killed. The first man to die was Reverend Samuel Snyder, shot dead while milking a cow. Husbands and fathers were shot in front of their families. Some men were killed outright, while others were first tormented by their captors. A number of women managed to save lives and property by distracting raiders while male relatives hid or ran away. Meanwhile, a small unit of black soldiers and a group of young military volunteers had camped in the southern part of the town. Unarmed and undermanned, they offered no resistance; those who did not escape were killed.

The raid lasted for about four hours. Only 1 marauding guerrilla was killed, when he tarried after Quantrill had departed. Between 150 and 200 Lawrence residents died that morning. More than 100 houses were burned, and most businesses had been ransacked if not totally destroyed.

A small group of Lawrence residents and other Union units followed Quantrill but were unable to stop the guerrillas. Near the border, a strong federal unit attacked the bushwhackers, but most of the guerrillas nevertheless escaped back into Missouri. Although the raiders reasoned that their attack was revenge for Kansan atrocities in Missouri, the act fueled further restrictive regulations by federal authorities, including General Order No. 11, which ordered the removal of all residents in certain Missouri counties except those who could prove loyalty to the Union.
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Lawton, Alexander Robert

Birth Date: November 4, 1818

Death Date: July 2, 1896

Confederate officer. Alexander Robert Lawton was born on November 4, 1818, in Beaufort County, South Carolina. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1839 and for a short time served in the artillery before resigning from the army to enter law school at Harvard. Upon graduation in 1842, he moved to Savannah, Georgia, and embarked on a career as a lawyer. After five years as president of the Savannah & Augusta Railroad, Lawton became a Georgia state senator.

Upon Georgia’s secession from the Union, Lawton became a colonel, commanding Georgia volunteers. In this capacity, he took control of Fort Pulaski on the Georgia coast. Promoted to brigadier general on April 13, 1861, Lawton was reassigned to Virginia. Lawton commanded a brigade during Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). At the Battle of Antietam (September 17), Lawton commanded Major General Richard S. Ewell’s division (Ewell having been wounded at Second Bull Run), but Lawton was himself wounded.

After nearly a year of convalescence, Lawton—despite a desire to return to field command—was appointed quartermaster general. He served in this office for the remainder of the war, struggling to overcome the Confederacy’s supply and transportation deficiencies. Although he performed his duties with vigor and commitment, he was never able to surmount the Confederacy’s growing supply shortages. He was also criticized for not properly regulating the railroads.

After the war Lawton returned to Savannah, where he resumed his career as a lawyer. He also again became active in state politics. In 1880 he ran for election to the U.S. Senate but was defeated. In 1887 U.S. president Grover Cleveland appointed Lawton minister to Austria-Hungary. After five years of diplomatic service, he returned to Savannah to practice law. Lawton died on July 2, 1896, in Clifton Springs, New York.
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Leadbetter, Danville

Birth Date: August 26, 1811

Death Date: September 26, 1866

Confederate officer. Born on August 26, 1811, in Leeds, Maine, Danville Leadbetter attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and graduated third in the class of 1836. He held various positions in both the artillery and the engineers before being permanently assigned to the engineers in July 1837. He was involved in harbor and river improvements and coastal fort construction and oversaw the construction of several lighthouses along the Louisiana and Alabama coasts, rising to captain in 1853. He served with the engineers until resigning in 1857 to become chief engineer of Alabama, where he continued to advise and improve the defenses of Mobile Bay. Active with the local militia, Leadbetter was commissioned a lieutenant colonel of Alabama state troops and commanded Fort Morgan.

Because of his reputation in engineering, Leadbetter was commissioned a major in the Confederate Army in March 1861, and in August he was appointed acting chief of the Bureau of Engineers. In this capacity, he corresponded with those in charge of defenses in Mobile and other coastal areas and visited Yorktown, Virginia, to advise on its defenses. On November 10, 1861, Leadbetter, recently promoted to lieutenant colonel, was sent to eastern Tennessee and charged with oversight in railroad, bridge, and communications construction and repair. He was promoted to brigadier general to date from February 27, 1862, and assumed command of a brigade in the District of East Tennessee. He then commanded at Chattanooga before being appointed chief engineer for the District of the Gulf.

After laboring successfully to improve Mobile’s defenses, Leadbetter became Army of Tennessee commander General Braxton Bragg’s chief engineer and supervised the construction of the ill-conceived Confederate lines during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). In late November 1863, Bragg sent Leadbetter to advise Lieutenant General James Longstreet at Knoxville, but Longstreet’s subordinates, chiefly Colonel E. Porter Alexander, criticized Leadbetter’s suggestions. Leadbetter rejoined the Army of Tennessee at Dalton, Georgia, but resigned his position in April 1864, prior to the Atlanta Campaign. He spent the remainder of the war supervising Mobile’s defenses.

Following the Confederate surrender in April 1865, Leadbetter joined Brigadier General Joseph O. Shelby’s Mexico Expedition, which crossed the Rio Grande at Piedras Negras. Arriving in Mexico City in mid-August 1865, the expedition offered its services to the French-installed Emperor Maximilian, who received them only as immigrant settlers. Eventually Leadbetter went to Canada and settled near Niagara Falls, Ontario, where he died on September 26, 1866.
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Lecompton Constitution

State constitution that would have brought Kansas into the Union as a slave state. Under the terms of the Missouri Compromise (1820), Congress banned slavery in the territories north of the 36 degrees 20 minutes north latitude line. Beginning in 1845, Congress undertook efforts to create formal territorial governments in the vast area known as Nebraska. Southern congressmen thwarted these attempts, fearing that the creation of new free states would weaken the position of the South in Congress. In attempting to organize part of the region into formal territories, Democratic senator Stephen Douglas of Illinois finally managed to win Southern support for the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854. The act repealed the old Missouri Compromise line, allowing the residents of both the Kansas Territory and the Nebraska Territory to determine whether or not to permit slavery, a principle known as popular sovereignty.

Kansas quickly became a battleground between those who favored the expansion of slavery and those who sought to abolish it. Aided by proslavery Border Ruffians from Missouri, slavery advocates elected a legislature in 1855, while opponents of slavery organized their own government. The dissension rapidly escalated into violence, known as Bleeding Kansas, that claimed several hundred lives.

In 1857 President James Buchanan appointed Robert J. Walker territorial governor of Kansas. The legislature, meanwhile, had already scheduled a June election to choose delegates to a constitutional convention. With most opponents of slavery boycotting the election, proslavery candidates dominated the convention that convened at Lecompton in September. The delegates there adopted a constitution that permitted slavery and barred free blacks from the state. The convention then submitted the document to a referendum. Voters were allowed to vote for the constitution with or without slavery but could not reject the document in its entirety. Under the constitution’s provisions, passage of it without the slavery clause would not affect the status of the approximately 200 slaves already in the territory.

Buchanan endorsed the Lecompton Constitution, an action that caused Walker to resign. Most antislavery voters boycotted the referendum, which passed with a vote of 6,226 for slavery and 569 against. New legislative elections, however, resulted in a body dominated by opponents of slavery, who then called for a second referendum in January 1858. This time proslavery voters refused to participate, and the Lecompton Constitution was rejected by a margin of more than 10,000 votes.

Nevertheless, Buchanan submitted the Lecompton Constitution to Congress in February. The U.S. Senate approved it over Douglas’s opposition, but the House passed an amendment calling for a new supervised referendum in Kansas. On August 2, 1858, Kansas voters rejected the Lecompton Constitution by a margin of 11,300 to 1,788. Both the Lecompton Constitution and efforts to admit Kansas to the Union as a slave state were dead, but the controversy only increased sectional tensions. Kansas joined the Union as a free state in January 1861.
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Ledlie, James Hewett

Birth Date: April 14, 1832

Death Date: August 15, 1882

Union officer. James Hewett Ledlie was born on April 14, 1832, in Utica, New York. He was educated at New York’s Union College. Ledlie then worked as a civil engineer before helping to recruit the 19th New York Infantry Regiment and becoming its major on May 22, 1861. Ledlie was advanced to lieutenant colonel in September and to colonel in early December, despite his lack of military experience and less than exemplary leadership.

By the end of 1861, Ledlie had garnered a reputation for ruinous drinking binges, haughtiness, and grandstanding. When he became a colonel, he was given charge of a reorganized regiment known as the 3rd New York Artillery.

Ledlie performed poorly in his first significant military engagement, which occurred in North Carolina on December 11–17, 1862, when Union forces under Major General John Foster moved toward Goldsborough to cut off a rail line. Nevertheless, Foster lauded his actions and recommended that he be elevated to brigadier general of volunteers, which occurred on December 24. The U.S. Senate failed to confirm the promotion before its March 1863 recess, however, whereupon the ever-scheming Ledlie wrote letters to both President Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of State William Seward, an old friend, to help him secure the promotion. Ledlie’s promotion was finally confirmed on October 27, 1863.

In May 1864, Ledlie received command of a brigade in IX Corps, Army of the Potomac. On the second day of fighting during the Battle of the North Anna River (May 23–26, 1864) in Virginia, Ledlie rashly led his men on a foolhardy assault without orders, suffering high casualties. On June 17, now in command of a division, Ledlie ordered a charge against Petersburg while he sat under a tree, inebriated.

Ledlie’s most glaring failure occurred during the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864), in which his division was in the vanguard of the assault in the aftermath of the Union mine explosion. While Ledlie drank rum in a bombproof, his men lumbered into the crater and suffered catastrophic losses. He was relieved of his command in August and sent on an extended sick leave. In December he returned to duty, only to be sent home to await orders. Ledlie resigned on January 23, 1865.

Postbellum, Ledlie worked as a civil engineer on the Union Pacific Railroad and on construction projects in Chicago harbors. He died on August 15, 1882, in Staten Island, New York.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Lee, Albert Lindley

Birth Date: January 16, 1834

Death Date: December 31, 1907

Union officer. Albert Lindley Lee was born on January 16, 1834, in Fulton, New York. He graduated from Union College (New York) in 1853. After studying law, Lee moved to the Kansas Territory and established a legal practice there. When Kansas was admitted to the Union in early 1861, Lee was appointed to the Kansas Supreme Court, but he resigned only months later and accepted a commission as a major in the 7th Kansas Cavalry in October 1861. Lee thereafter was engaged in sporadic skirmishing in Kansas and neighboring Missouri, performing well even though he had no previous military experience. He was promoted to colonel in May 1862 and commanded a cavalry brigade in Mississippi.

In April 1863, Lee was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers, to date from November 29, 1862. He subsequently took part in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). He served as Major General John A. McClernand’s chief of staff during the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16) and the First Battle of Big Black River (May 17). Given command of a brigade in XIII Corps in the Army of the Tennessee, Lee was severely wounded during an assault on Vicksburg on May 19.

Upon his lengthy recovery and after a brief stint in command of an infantry division, Lee became chief of cavalry in the Department of the Gulf, commanded by Major General Nathaniel Banks, and took an unimpressive part in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Thereafter, Lee fell out of favor with new department commander Major General E. R. S. Canby and saw little action. After briefly leading a brigade in XIX Corps, in August 1864 Lee was sent to New Orleans, awaiting orders and with no command.

Lee resigned from the army on May 4, 1865, and became a newspaper editor in New Orleans. He later traveled extensively and was involved in various banking and business ventures. Lee died on December 31, 1907, in New York City.
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Lee, Edwin Gray

Birth Date: May 27, 1836

Death Date: August 24, 1870

Confederate officer. Edwin Gray Lee was born on May 27, 1836, at Leeland, the family home in northern Virginia; he was a second cousin of General Robert E. Lee and a great-grandson of Revolutionary War hero Richard Henry Lee. Edwin Lee attended the College of William and Mary and studied law in Lexington. He subsequently became an attorney and practiced law with his father in Shepardstown in western Virginia (West Virginia). Active in the local militia unit, he served during the suppression of John Brown’s raid on Harpers Ferry in 1859.

In May 1861 with the onset of the Civil War, Lee was appointed a second lieutenant in the Confederate Army and served on the staff of Brigadier General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. Earning rapid promotions to major, lieutenant colonel, and colonel, Lee commanded the 33rd Virginia Infantry Regiment. He served in Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and participated in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Suffering from tuberculosis, Lee took a leave of absence from the army in December 1862.

Following administrative service throughout 1863 in Richmond, Lee resumed field operations in May 1864 and was assigned command of a Confederate post in Staunton, Virginia. He was appointed brigadier general on September 23, 1864, but in November was granted an extended leave of absence to tend to his failing health. Sent to Canada to support clandestine Confederate efforts, he arrived too late to be of much service. Following the war, Lee and his wife settled in Yellow Sulphur Springs, Virginia, but for health reasons spent much time in Texas. Lee died on August 24, 1870, at Yellow Sulphur Springs.
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Lee, Fitzhugh

Birth Date: November 19, 1835

Death Date: April 28, 1905

Confederate officer. Fitzhugh Lee was born in Clermont, Virginia, on November 19, 1835, the grandson of American Revolution hero Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee and a nephew of future Confederate Army General Robert E. Lee. Fitzhugh Lee was admitted to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852 and was nearly expelled by his famous uncle on account of poor grades and misbehavior. Nonetheless, in 1856 Lee graduated near the bottom of his class but was commissioned a second lieutenant in the elite new 2nd Cavalry, in which his uncle served as lieutenant colonel.
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Major General Fitzhugh Lee, a nephew of General Robert E. Lee, proved an able cavalry officer. He led the last Confederate cavalry charge of the war, at Farmville, Virginia, on April 9, 1865, the same day his uncle surrendered at Appomattox. (Library of Congress)

From 1856 to 1858, Lee was an instructor at the Carlisle Barracks in Pennsylvania before joining his regiment in Texas. He was severely wounded fighting the Comanche Indians before transferring back to West Point in 1860 as an instructor, earning promotion to first lieutenant in March 1861. At the beginning of the Civil War in April 1861, Lee resigned his commission and joined the Confederate Army as a lieutenant.

Lee was initially posted on the staff of Brigadier General Richard S. Ewell and served at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). The following month, Lee advanced to lieutenant colonel of the 1st Virginia Cavalry and began a long association with then-Colonel James E. B. “Jeb” Stuart. Promoted to colonel in April 1862, Lee took command of the regiment and accompanied Stuart’s ride around the army of Union major general George B. McClellan (June 12–16, 1862), gaining promotion to brigadier general the following month.

Lee fought with distinction in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), although his tardiness forced General Robert E. Lee to delay his attack on Major General John Pope’s forces for two days, allowing the latter to escape. Fitzhugh Lee subsequently fought at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and then at the Battle of Kelly’s Ford (March 17, 1863) in Virginia, where he repulsed a larger force of Union cavalry. Two months later at Chancellorsville, Lee’s cavalry discovered the exposed position of Union major general Oliver O. Howard’s XI Corps for Confederate lieutenant general Stonewall Jackson’s devastating flank attack. Lee missed the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863) but returned for the invasion of Pennsylvania. After fighting in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Lee advanced to major general and assumed command of a cavalry division.

The waning fortunes of the Confederacy only intensified Lee’s battlefield performances. He waged a splendid holding action in the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), fending off Union attacks long enough to be reinforced by Lieutenant General James Longstreet. During the May 11 engagement at Yellow Tavern, Lee succeeded the mortally wounded Stuart. At Trevilian Station (June 11–12, 1864), Lee’s men were initially surprised by Brigadier General George Armstrong Custer’s attack but regrouped and beat back the Union advance.

Shortly thereafter, Lee’s division joined Confederate forces under Lieutenant General Jubal Early in the Shenandoah Valley, where in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864) Lee had three horses shot from under him. Severely wounded, he convalesced until March 1865, when he replaced Lieutenant General Wade Hampton as Cavalry Corps commander. The most notorious episode in Lee’s distinguished career occurred during the initial phase of the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865), when he was conspicuously absent from the front lines while attending a fish fry hosted by Major General George E. Pickett. Lee had failed to inform subordinates of his whereabouts, and consequently only a portion of his command managed to cut through Union forces under Major General Philip H. Sheridan when they attacked. Lee also led the last charge by Confederate cavalry at Farmville, Virginia, on April 9, 1865, the same day that his uncle surrendered at Appomattox.

Following the Civil War, Lee turned to farming but eventually switched to politics and won election as a Democrat to the post of governor of Virginia in 1885. He lost a bid for the U.S. Senate in 1893. Lee also published several books, including General Lee (1894), a biography of his noted uncle.

Lee was rewarded for his loyalty to the Democratic Party in 1896 when President Grover Cleveland appointed him U.S. consul general in Havana, Cuba. Lee was retained in his post by new Republican president William McKinley in 1897. On February 15, 1898, it fell to Lee to inform Washington that the U.S. battleship Maine had exploded in Havana Harbor, with great loss of life.

When the Spanish-American War began in April 1898, Lee offered his services to the U.S. government and was commissioned a major general of volunteers in command of VII Corps, one of only three former Confederate generals to be so rewarded. Although his corps saw no action, it went to Cuba after the war in occupation duty in January 1899, and Lee was appointed military governor of Havana Province. There he found time to research and publish Cuba’s Struggle against Spain (1899), a ringing defense of the war and its outcome.

Following a brief stint commanding the Department of the Missouri, Lee was retired from the army in March 1901, with the regular rank of brigadier general. Lee died in Washington, D.C., on April 28, 1905.
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Lee, George Washington Custis

Birth Date: September 16, 1832

Death Date: February 18, 1913

Confederate officer. Born to Robert E. and Mary Custis Lee on September 16, 1832, at Fort Monroe, Virginia, George Washington Custis Lee was educated at various boarding schools. Following in his father’s footsteps, he was admitted to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1850; during his final two years there, his father served as the superintendent. Lee graduated first in the class of 1854 and, like his father, went into the Corps of Engineers.

Lee worked on a variety of river and harbor improvements until resigning his first lieutenant’s commission on May 2, 1861, two weeks after his father. Lee served with the Virginia state forces until July 1861, when he was commissioned a captain in the Confederate Army and spent the following two months with the engineers supervising the construction of fortifications in the Richmond, Virginia, area. On August 31, 1861, Lee was promoted to colonel of cavalry and offered the post of aide-de-camp to Confederate president Jefferson Davis, which Lee accepted.

Lee spent the next three years as Davis’s aide and closest confidant. A majority of Lee’s time was spent in Richmond, but he was able to travel to make accurate reports on the military situation for Davis. Lee often traveled to various locations in coastal Virginia and North Carolina to evaluate defenses and deliver dispatches. Once Robert E. Lee assumed command of the Army of Northern Virginia in May 1862, Custis Lee was allowed to visit his father quite frequently. During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Lee supervised the placement of obstructions in the James River at Drewry’s Bluff under the direction of his father.

On June 25, 1863, Lee was promoted to brigadier general but took note of the lack of activity with his current position and, through encouragement from his father, who believed that his son would never gain confidence as a field commander until he actually commanded troops, petitioned Davis for a field command.

During the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), Lee commanded the cavalry force left to defend Richmond, and the following year he commanded Richmond’s local defenses. In June 1864 he commanded the city’s eastern defenses, consisting of government clerks and various industrial workers, at Chaffin’s Bluff. On October 20, 1864, Lee was promoted to major general and given command of the division located at Chaffin’s Bluff, where he remained until ordered to evacuate during the Confederate withdrawal from Richmond and Petersburg in April 1865. In constant contact with Federals during his retreat, his division was surrounded at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865) and forced to surrender.

After gaining parole, Lee lived for a short period with his parents in Richmond until securing a teaching position at the Virginia Military Institute in October 1865 before becoming a professor of mathematics at Washington College. Upon his father’s death in 1870, Lee succeeded his father as president of the renamed Washington and Lee University, where he remained until his retirement in 1897. Lee retired to the estate of Ravensworth in Fairfax County, Virginia, where he died on February 18, 1913.
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Lee, Robert Edward

Birth Date: January 19, 1807

Death Date: October 12, 1870

Confederate officer. Robert Edward Lee was born on January 19, 1807, at Stratford in Westmoreland County, Virginia, the third son of American Revolution hero Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee. Robert E. Lee graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1829 and was commissioned in the Corps of Engineers. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1836, he rose to captain in 1838 and distinguished himself in a variety of engineering assignments along the Mississippi River. Assigned to Major General Winfield Scott’s staff, Lee saw much action during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), serving with distinction at Veracruz and Cerro Gordo, earning the brevet to major. After additional fighting at Contreras and Churubusco, for which he received the brevet to lieutenant colonel, he was wounded at Chapultepec, gaining a final brevet promotion to colonel.

In 1852 Lee became superintendent at West Point, revitalizing its curriculum. In 1855 he left the academy to become lieutenant colonel of the new 2nd U.S. Cavalry Regiment, an elite unit stocked with future Civil War generals, and saw duty in Texas. In 1859 while on leave, Lee was called on to suppress abolitionist John Brown’s uprising at Harpers Ferry, which Lee accomplished with a company of marines. In February 1860 Lee assumed command of the Department of Texas, which he relinquished in December amid the growing secession crisis to rejoin his regiment. Summoned to Washington in February 1861, he was promoted to colonel and given charge of the 1st Cavalry on March 16.

Lee supported neither secession nor slavery, but he felt deeply obliged to support his native state of Virginia. When President Abraham Lincoln offered him command of all federal armies at the behest of general in chief Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott, Lee respectfully declined and tendered his resignation in April 1861. He initially commanded all forces of Virginia with the rank of major general. By May, he was appointed a brigadier general in the regular Confederate Army, and on June 14 he became one of the original full generals in the Confederate service. Lee, however, bungled his initial assignment to subdue the western counties of Virginia, due mostly to uncooperative subordinates. Consequently, he became known in some circles as “Granny Lee.” President Jefferson Davis, however, assigned him to improve the defenses of the southern Atlantic coast. Lee was soon back in Richmond as Davis’s military adviser, without command responsibilities. In this capacity, Lee suggested to Davis that Union pressure on Richmond might be relieved by reinforcing Major General Thomas J. Jackson in the Shenandoah Valley, which resulted in a brilliant success in the spring of 1862.

Lee’s fortunes, and those of the Confederacy, changed dramatically when he assumed command of the Army of Northern Virginia after General Joseph E. Johnston was severely wounded in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). Lee immediately launched what became his tactical trademark—a relentless series of hard-hitting and punishing attacks. This offensive, known as the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), pushed Union forces away from Richmond. Union forces were never decisively defeated and Confederate losses were heavy, but Lee had correctly gauged Union major general George B. McClellan as overly cautious. In August 1862 following the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Lee caught another Union army under Major General John Pope in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and nearly destroyed it.

Having gained the strategic initiative, Lee then carried the war north into Maryland, and on September 17, 1862, he fought McClellan again in the Battle of Antietam. Lee fought the battle with great skill but was saved largely by McClellan’s blunders and the last-minute appearance of Major General Ambrose P. Hill’s division. The battle was a strategic defeat for the South. Nevertheless, when McClellan failed to pursue, Lincoln replaced him with Major General Ambrose Burnside.
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Confederate general Robert E. Lee, pictured here shortly after the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, on April 9, 1865. Lee was an aggressive commander who favored offensive action and who was beloved by his men and venerated in the South. (National Archives)

Burnside attacked Lee in another poorly orchestrated Union effort against the Confederates occupying strong defensive positions in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). The battle was Lee’s most lopsided victory. The year ended with the Army of Northern Virginia enjoying high morale and an aura of invincibility.

In the spring of 1863, a new commander of the Army of the Potomac, Major General Joseph Hooker, attacked Lee at Chancellorsville. Hooker planned a double envelopment of Lee but then halted at the point of success. Lee did not hesitate and, in his most daring gamble, carried out a double envelopment of a double envelopment with a force half the size of his opponent’s. The ensuing Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4) was Lee’s most brilliant victory but was a costly one for the South, with Confederate losses higher than those of the Union in percentage of forces engaged. Also, Jackson was mortally wounded, and for the remainder of the war Lee was forced to depend on less reliable subordinates.

In June 1863 Lee again led his army north into Pennsylvania. This was essentially a spoiling attack to delay another invasion of Virginia by the Union Army of the Potomac. Major General George Gordon Meade took command of the Army of the Potomac on the eve of battle, with the contending armies colliding at Gettysburg on July 1, 1863. Lee committed a major mistake on the final day of the battle, July 3, committing 10 brigades in an assault across open ground against the center of the Union line. Suffering heavy losses, Lee retreated back to Virginia beginning on the night of July 4.

In the spring of 1864, Lee was confronted by a new adversary, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, the Union general in chief, who accompanied the Army of the Potomac in the field. Lee was now outnumbered two to one. When Grant advanced on Richmond in his Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Lee fought a series of battles with him, including the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Although Grant sustained casualties equivalent to the size of Lee’s entire army, he continued to pursue and hit Lee hard. Grant tried to get in behind Lee at Petersburg, but this effort failed, resulting in a long siege.

For nearly a year, Lee maintained his dwindling army in the trenches before Richmond and Petersburg. In February 1865 he was appointed general in chief of all Confederate forces, but by then the Southern cause was lost. The impasse ended on April 1, 1865, when Major General Philip H. Sheridan broke through Confederate lines at Five Forks. His position untenable, Lee abandoned Richmond and headed west, hoping to link up with General Joseph Johnston’s ragtag army in North Carolina. Grant, however, pursued vigorously, and the Army of Northern Virginia was cut off by Union cavalry at Appomattox Court House. Lee surrendered there with great dignity on April 9, 1865.

Following the war, Lee rejected more prestigious offers to serve as president of Washington College (now Washington and Lee University) in Lexington, Virginia. He transformed the curriculum and created the nation’s first departments of journalism and commerce. Lee also urged Southerners to put the war behind them and become loyal citizens of the United States. Lionized by both the North and the South, Lee came to be regarded as the “Marble Man,” without blemish. Others came to be blamed for his failures, such as Lieutenant General James Longstreet for Gettysburg. Lee died in Lexington on October 12, 1870.
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Lee, Samuel Phillips

Birth Date: February 12, 1812

Death Date: June 5, 1897

Union naval officer. Born in Fairfax County, Virginia, on February 12, 1812, Samuel Phillips Lee came from a distinguished Virginia family. His grandfather, Richard Henry Lee, was a signer of the Declaration of Independence, as was his granduncle, Francis Lightfoot Lee. Samuel Lee was also related to Confederate Navy captain Samuel S. Lee and Confederate general Robert E. Lee.

Samuel Phillips Lee received a midshipman’s warrant on November 22, 1825. He was promoted to passed midshipman on June 4, 1831; to lieutenant on February 9, 1837; and to commander on September 14, 1855. At the beginning of 1861, Lee was commanding the sloop Vandalia in the East India Squadron. Ordered back to the United States at the start of the Civil War, he remained loyal to the United States. On May 31, 1861, Lee and the Vandalia were assigned to Flag Officer Silas H. Stringham’s Atlantic Blockading Squadron and stationed off Charleston, South Carolina. Lee then served for several months in Washington, D.C.

In January 1862, Lee took command of the screw sloop Oneida in the Gulf Blockading Squadron. When that squadron was divided into two in February 1862, he was assigned to the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, commanded by Flag Officer David G. Farragut. Lee and the Oneida took part in the passage of Forts St. Philip and Jackson and the capture of New Orleans that April.

Promoted to captain on July 16, 1862, Lee relieved Rear Admiral Louis M. Goldsborough as commander of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron on September 1 as acting rear admiral. In early September 1864, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles named Farragut to replace Lee in command of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, but Farragut had already written to request leave for health reasons, and Welles settled on Rear Admiral David D. Porter instead. Porter took over on October 12. Lee had earlier assumed command of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, but when Porter had to replace Farragut, Lee was shifted on October 21 to Porter’s former position as commander of the Mississippi Squadron. Lee took up that post on November 1 and held it until the Mississippi Squadron was discontinued on August 14, 1865. He then reverted to his permanent rank of captain.

Awaiting orders for the next year, Lee was promoted to commodore on July 25, 1866. Following service on boards and in staff positions, he was promoted to rear admiral on April 22, 1870. That August he assumed command of the North Atlantic Squadron. He held this position until August 1872. Placed on the retired list on February 13, 1873, Lee died in Silver Spring, Maryland, on June 5, 1897.
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Lee, Stephen Dill

Birth Date: September 22, 1833

Death Date: May 28, 1908

Confederate officer. Stephen Dill Lee was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on September 22, 1833. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1854. For the next seven years, he served with the artillery and in administrative posts, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1856. When South Carolina seceded from the Union, Lee resigned his commission and entered state service as a captain. He became a member of Brigadier General Pierre G. T. Beauregard’s staff and was with Beauregard at Charleston on April 12, 1861, when Fort Sumter was shelled, beginning the Civil War. Lee distinguished himself as an artillery officer in Virginia during the first year of the war, rising to the rank of brigadier general on November 6, 1862.

Assigned to the western theater, Lee commanded artillery during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and was taken prisoner with the rest of the garrison on the surrender of Vicksburg on July 4. Exchanged in August, Lee received a promotion to major general on August 3, 1863, and was given command of the cavalry in the Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana. He commanded the department from May to July 1864 before being assigned to command a corps in the Army of Tennessee in the trenches of Atlanta. He was eventually promoted to lieutenant general to date from June 1864.

Lee took part in the final stages of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), initiating the badly bungled Battle of Ezra Church (July 28, 1864). He performed no better at the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864). He next saw action during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864) and was wounded in the foot on December 17 following the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16). After opposing Major General William T. Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865), Lee and his command finally surrendered with Joseph Johnston at Durham Station, North Carolina.

After the war, Lee settled in Columbus, Mississippi, and immersed himself in civic affairs. He won election to the Mississippi Senate in 1878 and two years later became the first president of Mississippi Agricultural and Mechanical College (now Mississippi State University). He was also active in the establishment of Vicksburg National Military Park. Later he served as commander in chief of the United Confederate Veterans, the South’s leading Confederate veterans’ organization. Lee died on May 28, 1908, in Vicksburg, Mississippi.
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Lee, William Henry Fitzhugh

Birth Date: May 31, 1837

Death Date: October 15, 1891

Confederate officer. William Henry Fitzhugh “Rooney” Lee was born at the family estate of Arlington in Virginia on May 31, 1837, the second son of Robert E. Lee and the grandson of George Washington’s adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. Being the son of a prominent land-owning family, Rooney Lee was well educated and politically connected. He longed to follow the path of his father and attend the U.S. Military Academy, but connections and pedigree were not sufficient to secure the appointment, so he entered Harvard University. In 1857 he accepted a commission as second lieutenant in the 6th Infantry Regiment. Following two years of military service, including participation in the Utah Expedition, Lee left the army to attend to his plantation, White House, along the Pamunkey River, which he had recently inherited from his maternal grandfather.

With the onset of the Civil War in 1861, Lee joined the Confederate cavalry as a captain and soon was promoted to major. During the summer of 1861, he served under Brigadier General William Loring in western Virginia in efforts to secure control of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. Lee spent the remainder of 1861 and early 1862 near Fredericksburg, Virginia. Assigned to the 9th Virginia Cavalry, he was advanced to lieutenant colonel and then to colonel, serving under Major General J. E. B. Stuart. Lee distinguished himself during Stuart’s ride around the Union army during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and later in the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), resulting in his appointment to brigadier general, with date of rank from September 15.

The Civil War demonstrated that misery respected neither social class nor standing. During the conflict, Lee endured the pain engendered by the deaths of his wife, two infant children, and his sister Annie Lee and the destruction of his home by Union forces in 1862.

Given a brigade in Stuart’s Cavalry Corps, Lee distinguished himself in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He was badly wounded at the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863). Captured shortly thereafter by Union forces, he spent nine months as a prisoner of war before gaining his freedom through a prisoner exchange in March 1864.

Following his release, Lee accepted a new command in April 1864 and was promoted to major general on April 23, making him the youngest officer to attain that rank in the Confederate cavalry. Through the last year of war, Lee steadily rose in responsibility. He commanded a division during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), and the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865) and during the flight from Petersburg to Appomattox Court House, where he surrendered with his father’s army on April 9, 1865.

Following the war Lee returned to his estate, rebuilt his home, and farmed. He served as a Virginia state senator, and in 1887 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he remained until his death at his wife’s family’s estate of Ravensworth in Alexandria, Virginia, on October 15, 1891.

JEFFERY B. COOK

See also

Brandy Station, Battle of; Chancellorsville, Battle of; Fredericksburg, First Battle of; Lee, Robert Edward; Loring, William Wing; South Mountain, Battle of; Stuart, James Ewell Brown

Further Reading

Daughtry, Mary Brandy. Gray Cavalier: The Life and Wars of General W. H. F. “Rooney” Lee. Cambridge, MA: Da Capo, 2002.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Leech & Rigdon

Joint business venture formed in early 1862 by Thomas Leech and Charles H. Rigdon to produce handguns for the Confederate War Department. Leech & Rigdon became the South’s second-largest handgun manufacturer by 1864. Prior to the Civil War, Thomas Leech had been engaged as a cotton broker and gun salesman in Memphis. In the summer of 1862, he formed his own company, the Memphis Novelty Works, which produced various military swords and knives and repaired small firearms. Meanwhile, Charles Rigdon, a Southern loyalist living in St. Louis, had been engaged in producing brass-framed knockoffs of Colt revolvers.

In December 1861 Rigdon, disgusted with Missouri’s politics and status as a border state, sent his gun-making machinery down the Mississippi River to Memphis. Early the next year, Rigdon decided to join in a partnership with Leech, who would continue to make edged weapons while Rigdon produced handguns. Only a few months later when Memphis was threatened by Union assault, in May 1862 Leech and Rigdon moved their operations to Columbus, Georgia, already the home of a major armory. In the autumn of 1862 the two men were again forced to relocate, this time to Greensboro, Georgia. They remained partners until December 1863. During their partnership, Leech & Rigdon produced approximately 1,500 revolvers for the Confederate government. Almost all were excellent copies of Colt’s Model 1851 revolver.

When the partnership was dissolved, Leech moved his operation for a fourth time to Augusta, Georgia. He had purchased most of the equipment from Rigdon and in January 1864 formed a new partnership with Jesse Ansley. Leech and Ansley completed fulfillment of the Confederate contract, although the revolvers produced in this period continued to bear the stamp “Leech & Rigdon, C.S.A.” In early 1865 after Union forces invaded much of Georgia and heavily damaged their factory, Leech and Ansley closed their operation for good.
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Lee’s Farewell Speech

Event Date: April 10, 1865

Address by General Robert E. Lee to the soldiers of the Army of Northern Virginia. On April 9, 1865, Lee had met with Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant and other Union officers at the Wilmer McLean home in Appomattox, where the terms of the Confederate surrender were finalized.

The farewell speech was written by Colonel Charles Marshall under the direction of General Lee. As soon as the surrender ceremony ended on April 9, Lee requested that a speech be written that was reflective of his very strong feelings and affection for the men who had fought with him. Marshall began writing and continued into the following morning. He presented his first draft to Lee, who then removed an entire paragraph from the document and made a few other small changes. Spartan yet evocative of Lee’s abiding admiration and respect for his troops, the speech was less than 200 words and seemed a fitting end to the worst period in American history.

Lee spoke solemnly and slowly these words:

After four years of arduous service, marked by unsurpassed courage and fortitude, the Army of Northern Virginia has been compelled to yield to overwhelming numbers and resources. I need not tell the survivors of so many hard-fought battles, who have remained steadfast to the last, that I have consented to this result from no distrust of them; but, feeling that valor and devotion could accomplish nothing that could compensate for the loss that would have attended the continuation of the contest, I have determined to avoid the useless sacrifice of those whose past services have endeared them to their countrymen. By the terms of the agreement, officers and men can return to their homes and remain there until exchanged. You will take with you the satisfaction that proceeds from the consciousness of duty faithfully performed; and I earnestly pray that a merciful God will extend to you His blessing and protection. With an increasing admiration of your constancy and devotion to your country, and a grateful remembrance of your kind and generous consideration of myself, I bid you an affectionate farewell.

The next morning, April 11, Lee had a light breakfast and endured emotional farewells from his staff. The goodbyes completed, Lee mounted his horse Traveller and set out for home accompanied by a Union honor guard.
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Lee’s Lost Order

Event Date: September 14, 1862

Important development during the Confederate invasion of Maryland. At about 10:00 a.m. on September 13, 1862, during Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s invasion of the North, Union Corporal Barton W. Mitchell of the 27th Indiana Volunteer Regiment in XII Corps of the Army of the Potomac discovered in the grass in a Confederate camp just vacated by Major General D. H. Hill’s men a bulky envelope containing three cigars and Army of Northern Virginia Special Order No. 191. Drafted for Lee on September 9 and addressed to Hill, this was an operational order for the entire Army of Northern Virginia in the early period of Lee’s invasion.

Recognizing the importance of his find, Mitchell and his sergeant took the order to their superiors, and it quickly found its way to XII Corps headquarters. There Colonel Samuel E. Pittman, an aide to Brigadier General Alpheus S. Williams, identified the signature of Robert H. Chilton, Lee’s adjutant. Williams rushed the order on to the commander of the Army of the Potomac, Major General George B. McClellan, who now knew the entire disposition of Lee’s forces, including the fact that Lee had divided his army with the plan to concentrate it later.

Despite this intelligence bonanza, McClellan failed to capitalize on the situation and moved with the same glacial speed that had earned him the nickname “Virginia Creeper” during the Peninsula Campaign. Although Lee’s army was spread out over 25 miles and was subject to being defeated in detail, McClellan threw away the opportunity, delaying a full 18 hours before putting his army in motion, and it took him two days to cover the 10 miles from Frederick, Maryland, to the South Mountain passes. On September 14 in the Battles of South Mountain and Crampton’s Gap, Confederate forces fought small, intense engagements that held off the Union advance. Lee then ordered his scattered legions to concentrate at Sharpsburg, Maryland. The great opportunity had been lost.
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Legal Tender Acts

Legislation passed by the U.S. Congress in 1862 and 1863 that made paper money not backed by gold or silver legal currency in the United States. By December 1861, Confederate military victories and the possibility of British intervention after the Trent Affair caused many Northerners to doubt the Union’s ability to defeat the Confederacy. This resulted in the frenzied purchasing and hoarding of gold and silver. These actions seriously depleted the nation’s gold reserves, further complicating the government’s efforts to secure loans to cover the growing costs of the war.

In late December 1861, New York banks, whose gold reserves had shrunk by almost a third during the previous three weeks, suspended the payment of specie as backing for their banknotes. Banks in Boston, Philadelphia, and other Northern cities quickly followed suit. Soon, debtors could make payments only by check, Treasury notes, or banknotes. The growing financial crisis signaled to the federal government that a new medium of exchange had to be implemented.

Congressman Elbridge G. Spaulding (R-NY) introduced a bill in the U.S. House of Representatives that would make paper currency, not backed by gold or silver, legal tender for all debts except duties on imports and interest on the public debt. Although the U.S. Constitution did not specifically authorize the government to issue paper currency, U.S. attorney general Edward Bates upheld the legality of the measure.

After much debate, Congress passed the first Legal Tender Act on February 25, 1862, authorizing the printing of $150 million in unbacked Treasury notes. Printed on only one side in green ink, they soon became known as greenbacks. In July 1862 and March 1863, Congress passed two more acts that authorized the issuance of an additional $300 million in greenbacks. As the war progressed, the value of the greenback depreciated sharply, especially when Union military fortunes dipped, but not enough to adversely affect the North’s wartime economy. Over time, the greenbacks eventually proved to be generally popular and monetarily sound.

In 1869 the U.S. Supreme Court in Hepburn v. Griswold declared the Legal Tender Acts unconstitutional. However, the Court later reversed itself in Knox v. Lee (1871) and Juilliard v. Greenman (1884).
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Leggett, Mortimer Dormer

Birth Date: April 19, 1821

Death Date: January 6, 1896

Union officer. Mortimer Dormer Leggett was born on April 19, 1821, near Ithaca, New York, but moved to Geauga County, Ohio, with his family as a teenager. Leggett studied at Case Western Reserve College, initially intending on combining careers in medicine and law. He also attended the Willoughby Medical School. Admitted to the Ohio bar, he practiced law in Akron, where he eventually became superintendent of public schools. He held a similar post in two other Ohio towns. From 1855 to 1858, Leggett was a professor at the Ohio Law School.

In the spring of 1861, Leggett began serving as a volunteer aide for Major General George B. McClellan, an old friend. Leggett served with the general during the early campaigns in western Virginia (West Virginia) in 1861. Late that year, Leggett was authorized to recruit a volunteer infantry regiment in Ohio, which mustered in as the 78th Ohio Infantry. He became its colonel in January 1862 and led the unit during the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7), and the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30).

Having performed well during the 1862 fighting, Leggett was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers to date from November 29, 1862. He had charge of a brigade in the Army of the Tennessee during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), in which his men performed numerous engineering tasks. In the latter stages of the campaign, Leggett was badly wounded. Upon his recovery, he was given command of a division in XVII Corps. Leggett performed admirably during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), where on July 21 he spearheaded a successful effort to take Bald Hill northeast of Atlanta and on the following day mounted a stubborn defense of that ground, which thereafter became known as Leggett’s Hill.

Brevetted major general, Leggett saw action during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865) and for a period had command of XVII Corps. In August 1865 Leggett was advanced to permanent major general of volunteers, but he left the service in September.

Postbellum, Leggett commenced a law practice in Zanesville, Ohio. In 1871 President Ulysses S. Grant appointed Leggett commissioner of patents, a post he held until 1875. Leggett also became involved in manufacturing, and in 1884 he founded the Brush Electric Company, which eventually became part of the General Electric Company. Leggett died on January 6, 1896, in Cleveland, Ohio.
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Lemmon v. People of the State of New York

One of several important legal cases defining the status of slavery before the Civil War. In November 1852, Jonathan Lemmon of Virginia stopped with his eight slaves in New York City on his way to Texas, his ultimate destination. A free black man named Lewis Napoleon quickly filed a writ of habeas corpus on the slaves’ behalf, and Judge Elijah Paine ordered them released on the grounds that the 1841 New York slave law forbade the transit of slaves through any part of the state. In a sweeping ruling, Paine echoed the 1772 Somerset decision and asserted that freedom was the normal human condition according to both natural and British common law. Lemmon appealed, but as the case slowly made its way through the New York Supreme Court calendar, the slaves escaped to Canada to observe the legal proceedings from a safe haven.

The New York Supreme Court heard the case in December 1857. In upholding Paine’s decision, the justices ruled that the 1841 law, which banned the transit of slaves through New York, was clear and constitutional.

The case drew the attention of politicians and the press in both the North and the South. Northern Republicans, including Salmon Chase and Charles Sumner, denounced Southerners for attempting to subvert the very concept of free soil and the right of a state to prohibit slavery within its borders. Southerners decried the loss of what they considered the essential and traditional constitutional reciprocal right of full faith and credit as well as the international right to freely transit property.

Lemmon sued before the New York Court of Appeals. The case was heard on January 24, 1860. Future president Chester A. Arthur served as attorney for the defense, although William Evarts and Joseph Blount made the orations. Charles O’Conor spoke for the plaintiff. As before, the New York judges upheld Paine’s initial ruling for the same reasons, ignoring the U.S. Supreme Court’s Dred Scott decision of 1857.
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Leslie, Frank

Birth Date: March 29, 1821

Death Date: January 10, 1880

Illustrator, journalist, and publisher. Frank Leslie was born Henry Carter in Ipswich, Suffolk, England, on March 29, 1821. Interested in graphic arts, at a young age he submitted drawings to various publications under the name “Frank Leslie.” He soon became an accomplished illustrator and was hired by the Illustrated London News, working as chief engraver until 1848.

Leslie left England that year determined to make his mark in the United States, where he found work with entertainer P. T. Barnum. Leslie went on to create Frank Leslie’s Ladies Gazette of Fashion and then Frank Leslie’s Journal of Romance in 1854. These weeklies were quite successful, and his engravings and block prints proved superior to the photography of the day. Leslie in fact pioneered illustrated journalism in America. His flagship publication, Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, begun in 1855, strictly adhered to his credo of never running material beyond the ability of his audience to comprehend it.
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Frank Leslie pioneered illustrated journalism in America. In 1855, he founded Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, and during the Civil War Leslie’s “Bohemian Brigade” of artists accompanied Union forces in the field, producing some 1,300 drawings of the fighting. Field sketches appeared in his paper within only two weeks. (Hayward Cirker and Blanche Cirker, eds., Dictionary of American Portraits, 1967)

Leslie’s publications offered a wealth of information and illustrations dealing with both international and national developments and provided a venue for investigative reporting. With the advent of the Civil War, in the spring of 1861 Leslie hired and trained more artists, engravers, and production personnel and immediately dispatched them to cover the action at Fort Sumter. By then, his main publication had a circulation of more than 140,000, selling at 10 cents a copy during a period in which the penny dailies reigned supreme.

More than 16 artists, whom Leslie called his “Bohemian Brigade,” followed the war and produced at least 1,300 drawings of it. Field sketches were transformed to finished copy within two weeks, a time frame unequaled by Leslie’s closest rival, Harper’s Weekly. Despite accusations that the illustrations did not always reflect the actual events, Leslie’s productions were eminently successful.

Leslie produced four large publications in 1861 and 1862 highlighting various incidents of the Civil War and thereby producing a pictorial history of Union victories. He followed these in 1865 with another one on the life of President Abraham Lincoln. Meanwhile, Leslie’s business thrived, capturing a total weekly circulation of 500,000 for his various publications.

Leslie, however, became increasingly self-indulgent and profligate. His artists were often left waiting for payment while he lived in high style. His personal life became a distraction, as he became embroiled in an adulterous affair, separated from his wife and children, and then divorced.

After the war Leslie created yet another publication, which dealt with risqué and sensational stories treating rape, murder, incest, other crimes, and sex. It was first named the Last Sensation in 1867 and then changed to the Day’s Doings in 1868. Leslie’s name did not appear on the masthead, but his art and editorial hand were discernible enough that he was arrested for producing lewd material. The charges were dropped after he promised to avoid such sensational stories. He also changed the publication’s name to the New York Illustrated Times.

By 1877, economic hard times saw Leslie removed as publisher of his various publications and reduced to general manager. Leslie’s debts continued to grow to the point at which creditors pursued lawsuits that forced him into bankruptcy that same year. Leslie died on January 10, 1880, from throat cancer, leaving behind debts of more than $100,000. His widow and second wife fought to keep control of the publication empire until she divested herself of it in 1897.

JACK J. CARDOSO

See also

Harper’s Weekly; Journalism; Newspaper, Soldiers’

Further Reading

Brown, Joshua. Beyond the Lines: Pictorial Reporting and the Crisis of Gilded Age America. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002.

Gambee, Budd Leslie, Jr. Frank Leslie and His Illustrated Newspaper. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1964.

Letcher, John

Birth Date: March 29, 1813

Death Date: January 26, 1884

Governor of Virginia. Born on March 29, 1813, in Lexington, Virginia, John Letcher attended nearby Washington College (later Washington and Lee University). He then became an aide and law clerk to James McDowell, a leading Democrat in Lexington and later governor of Virginia. Letcher failed in his 1838 and 1840 bids for a seat in the Virginia House of Delegates, but his developing law practice and editorship of the Democratic newspaper the Lexington Valley Star earned him respect among the party faithful.

A political moderate, Letcher worked to ease growing tensions and establish closer economic ties between eastern and western Virginia, solidifying his political base in the Shenandoah Valley. He also favored a gradual path toward abolition, which resonated well with western Virginians. But it was Letcher’s conciliatory work as a delegate in the Virginia Constitutional Convention of 1850–1851 that earned him election in 1851 to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served until 1859. As sectional differences between North and South intensified, Letcher hardened his stance on states’ rights and slavery. This change in position, coupled with his Democratic support in western Virginia and a fractured Whig Party, placed him in the Virginia governor’s seat on January 1, 1860.
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John Letcher was governor of Virginia at the start of the Civil War and a strong supporter of the Confederacy. His political leadership would be much tested, however, by the heavy consequences of the war for his state. (Library of Congress)

Letcher’s governorship during the Civil War was marked by struggles to put Virginia on a successful war footing and to balance Confederate interests with those of Virginia. The harsh and extensive military campaigning in Virginia during the war placed a significant strain on the state’s food and salt stores and on Letcher’s political capital. His struggles to control inflation, including his action in putting down the Richmond Bread Riot on April 2, 1863, hurt him politically. Furthermore, his inability to control the Confederate government’s curtailment of Virginians’ political liberties and impressment of their foodstuffs cost him a seat in the Confederate Congress and led him to vacate the governor’s office on January 1, 1864.

Briefly imprisoned in Washington after the war by Union authorities, Letcher returned to Lexington and served another term in the House of Delegates. He died at Lexington on January 26, 1884.
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Letters of Marque and Reprisal

Privateers’ commissions, issued during the last few centuries of the Age of Fighting Sail, by maritime governments to supplement the forces of their regular navies. The words “marque” and “reprisal” have both been archaic for centuries, but the terms have lingered on in many important documents, including the U.S. Constitution.

In the 18th and 19th centuries, the most successful privateers were usually designed for that purpose. They were sleek, fast, and maneuverable with little cargo space but heavily armed, with fore-and-aft rigs to help them pursue their prey and escape their predators. Their crews were rewarded only from the proceeds of prizes. Other privateers were simply merchantmen engaged in the carrying trade, with abundant cargo space and small crews who took few prizes in the course of their commercial voyages. Their crews were paid regular wages.

During the Civil War, the Confederate government authorized privateers. On May 6, 1861, Confederate president Jefferson Davis signed into law a bill passed by the Confederate Congress that recognized a state of war with the United States and established regulations for “letters of marque, prizes, and prize goods.” U.S. president Abraham Lincoln’s threat to treat all captured privateersmen as pirates did not deter applications for letters of marque in the Confederacy, with the first coming on the day after Davis’s invitation. On May 10, the same day that the regulations were published, the government granted the first commission, to the 30-ton schooner Triton of Brunswick, Georgia. In all, the Confederate government issued letters of marque and reprisal to 52 privateers during the war, which accomplished little.
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Leventhorpe, Collett

Birth Date: May 15, 1815

Death Date: December 1, 1889

Confederate officer. Collett Leventhorpe was born to a distinguished family in Exmouth, Devonshire, England, on May 15, 1815. After graduation from Winchester College at age 17, he entered the British Army as an ensign in the 14th Regiment of Foot. Rising eventually to the rank of captain, he resigned from British service and immigrated to the United States in 1842.

Leventhorpe settled in North Carolina and married into a prominent family. In 1861 he entered Confederate service as colonel of the 34th North Carolina Infantry Regiment. In December 1861 he received temporary command of a brigade.

In April 1862 Leventhorpe became colonel of the 11th North Carolina Infantry; soon thereafter he was made commander of the District of Wilmington, North Carolina. He was then dispatched north to Virginia, where his regiment held the defenses along the Blackwater River. By December he was back in North Carolina, where he helped delay a Union advance on Goldsborough.

During the first half of April 1863, Leventhorpe saw action around Washington, North Carolina, in the eastern part of the state. Sent north to join the Army of Northern Virginia, he took part in the Confederate invasion of Pennsylvania (June–July 1863) and was badly wounded during the first day of fighting at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Taken prisoner during the Confederate retreat, he spent the next eight months in Northern prisons.

After his exchange and return to duty in the spring of 1864, Leventhorpe was made brigadier general of North Carolina militia troops and defended the Roanoke River as well as the Petersburg & Weldon Railroad. On February 18, 1865, he was given a brigadier general’s commission in the Confederate Army but refused the appointment, preferring to remain with state troops. He surrendered with General Joseph Johnston’s command and was paroled on May 1, 1865.

After the war, Leventhorpe engaged in various business pursuits. He died on December 1, 1889, in Wilkes County, North Carolina.
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Lewis, Joseph Horace

Birth Date: October 29, 1824

Death Date: July 6, 1904

Confederate officer. Joseph Horace Lewis was born on October 29, 1824, in Glasgow, Kentucky, to a well-to-do family. He graduated from Centre College in 1843 and was admitted to the state bar in 1845. Involving himself in state politics, he was three times elected to the Kentucky legislature (lower house). A Whig, he tried twice to gain a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives but lost both bids. By the late 1850s, he had gravitated toward the Democratic Party and was an advocate of secession.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, Lewis, who had been active in the militia, secured a commission as colonel of the 6th Kentucky Infantry Regiment, a Confederate unit that he had helped organize. Lewis’s outfit became part of the so-called Orphan Brigade. He performed well in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where his horse was shot from under him. He also saw action at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where he ably held together the left flank of Brigadier General Roger Hanson’s brigade, despite coming under withering artillery fire. Lewis then served under Major General John C. Breckinridge.

At the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Lewis again proved his military mettle. When the Orphan Brigade’s commander, Brigadier General Ben Hardin Helm, was killed during the fighting, Lewis assumed command. Ten days after Chickamauga, Lewis was promoted to brigadier general. He led the brigade at Chattanooga and bore the brunt of the Union attack in the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863).

Lewis next saw major action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). During this long period of battles and engagements he saw frequent action, including the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15), the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain (June 27), the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20), and the Battle of Atlanta (July 22). The brigade was wrecked in the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864). After the fall of Atlanta, Lewis’s brigade fought as a cavalry brigade and saw action during the Carolinas Campaign (February–April 1865). On May 6, 1865, Lewis surrendered to Union forces at Washington, Georgia.

After the war, Lewis returned to his native Kentucky and took up the practice of law. He went on to serve again in the Kentucky legislature and served three terms in the U.S. House of Representatives (1871–1877). In 1878 he was appointed a judge in Kentucky, and his last appointment was a four-year tenure as chief justice of the Kentucky Court of Appeals. Lewis died in Scott County, Kentucky, on July 6, 1904.
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Lewis, William Gaston

Birth Date: September 3, 1835

Death Date: January 7, 1901

Confederate officer. William Gaston Lewis was born on September 3, 1835, in Rocky Mount, North Carolina. He graduated from the University of North Carolina in 1855 with a degree in civil engineering. After teaching school in North Carolina and Florida during 1857–1858, he worked as a U.S. government surveyor in Minnesota. He thereafter became assistant engineer for the Wilmington & Weldon Railroad.

In April 1861 following his state’s secession, Lewis became a third lieutenant in the 1st North Carolina Infantry Regiment. He saw action at the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861) in Virginia. Promoted to major in the 33rd North Carolina Infantry in January 1862, he next saw action during the Union capture of New Bern, North Carolina, on March 14, 1862, where his excellent performance was noted. He was promptly advanced to lieutenant colonel of the 43rd North Carolina, which was operating in Virginia, and saw action during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Later that same year he returned to North Carolina, but he was back in Virginia by the spring of 1863.

Lewis saw combat at the Second Battle of Winchester (June 13–15, 1863) and was on hand for the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where on the third day of fighting he took command of his regiment when its commander was captured. Lewis continued to lead the 43rd North Carolina, with the rank of lieutenant colonel, during the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). After service in the vicinity of Plymouth, North Carolina, Lewis was advanced to colonel in April 1864.

Dispatched back to Virginia, now with a brigade command, Lewis performed admirably in the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864) and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12). In early June, Lewis received promotion to brigadier general. He participated in Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s Washington Raid (June 23–July 12) and was wounded. Lewis also saw combat in Union major general Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), sustaining a wound on April 7 near Farmville. Captured but released within days, Lewis made his way back to North Carolina.

After the war, Lewis served for 13 years as North Carolina’s chief engineer and was involved in various engineering projects. He died on January 7, 1901, in Goldsboro, North Carolina.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Lexington, Missouri, Battle of

Start Date: September 11, 1861

End Date: September 20, 1861

Early Civil War engagement that occurred east of Kansas City. The Battle of Lexington was the result of Missouri State Guard major general Sterling Price’s attempt to regain control over northern Missouri after his expulsion from this area in the Battle of Boonville on June 17, 1861. Price’s subsequent victory at Wilson’s Creek, in southwestern Missouri, over pursuing Union forces under Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon on August 10, 1861, cleared his invasion path.

Starting northward early in September 1861, Price and his 10,000 Missouri troops reached the outskirts of Lexington, Missouri, on September 12 and skirmished with Union colonel James A. Mulligan’s Irish Brigade that had arrived in the city to prepare defensive positions. Price waited for the rest of his army before attempting the capture of Lexington. On September 17, 1861, Price’s troops surrounded the Union position at the Masonic College and cut it off from the Missouri River.

Fighting the next day, September 18, resulted in few causalities and no tactical advantage except for a vicious struggle over a Union hospital. The Missourians seized the building because Union sharpshooters were using its favorable position and protected hospital status to snipe at the attackers. Missouri troops then stationed their own sharpshooters there and fired on the defending Union soldiers. Mulligan ordered a counterattack that recaptured the building but resulted in the murder of three surrendering Missourians.

The next day, September 19, Price’s artillery fired hot shot into the Masonic College to set it ablaze. Union soldiers responded quickly, however, and saved the building. Price next directed that hay bales be soaked with water and used as a mobile wall to cover his advancing troops. The next morning, September 20, Price’s men advanced with their hay bales, and the Union soldiers, realizing that their fire was ineffective, sent up white flags. Mulligan eventually agreed to formalize the surrender.

In the battle, Price’s Missourians suffered 25 killed and 72 wounded, but they inflicted 39 killed and 120 wounded on the Union forces and took more than 2,000 prisoners. Price also seized 7 cannon, 750 horses, and some 3,000 rifles. Price could not hold the city and soon withdrew, making his capture of Lexington strategically unimportant. The stores, weapons, and animals seized, however, were of considerable assistance to his men.
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Lexington, Tennessee, Battle of

Event Date: December 18, 1862

Engagement during Confederate brigadier general Nathan Bedford Forrest’s second raid into western Tennessee (December 11, 1862–January 3, 1863). General Braxton Bragg had ordered Forrest to cut supply lines to Union forces occupying northern Mississippi. Forrest departed Columbia, Tennessee, on December 11 with 2,500 men. Four days later he crossed the Tennessee River on flatboats and marched toward Lexington. That same day, Union brigadier general Jeremiah Cutler Sullivan at Jackson, Tennessee, learned of Forrest’s crossing. Immediately Sullivan dispatched Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll with 200 men from the 11th Illinois Cavalry Regiment and one artillery battery to reconnoiter.

Ingersoll reached Lexington on December 17, where he was reinforced by 470 green recruits. At about noon, he moved in strength toward Beech Creek, five miles east of town. Sending out scouts, he soon learned that about 1,000 Confederates were approaching Lexington from the south. Ingersoll ordered bridges across Beech Creek to be destroyed, and he fell back to defensible positions guarding Old Stage Road and Lower Road, the two approaches to Lexington.

Forrest, learning of Ingersoll’s dispositions, consolidated his forces but decided to wait until morning to attack. Early on December 18, he deployed his men on both roads. Ingersoll believed that the main attack would be on Old Stage Road, so he concentrated the bulk of his men there and ordered the destruction of the bridge on Lower Road. Ingersoll’s men repulsed the initial Confederate assaults on Old Stage Road, but his troops failed to destroy the bridge on Lower Road, and Forrest’s men easily brushed aside the smaller Union force there. Before Ingersoll could make proper dispositions to counter this unexpected attack, his untried soldiers broke and fled in panic.

Forrest pursued the fleeing Federals, capturing the colonel and 147 of his soldiers. Forrest released them three days later at Trenton, Tennessee. Other casualty figures for the battle are unknown, but the remainder of the Union force was scattered. Forrest also captured two cannon, 70 horses, and a large supply of rifles and ammunition.

Forrest then moved on to Jackson, Tennessee. Finding it too well defended, he then proceeded into Kentucky.
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Lexington, Virginia

Town located in Rockbridge County, Virginia, at the southern end of the Shenandoah Valley. Lexington is situated between the Allegheny Mountains to the west and the Blue Ridge Mountains to the east. Established in 1777, the town was named for the Revolutionary War battle of Lexington, Massachusetts, two years earlier. Two institutions of higher learning are located in Lexington: the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) and Washington and Lee University (known during the Civil War as Washington College).

During the Civil War, the VMI Corps of Cadets was mobilized on a number of occasions, and in May 1864 the cadets were sent down the Shenandoah Valley and played a key role in Major General John C. Breckinridge’s victory over advancing Union forces under Major General Franz Sigel in the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864). Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant was not deterred, and on May 19 he named Major General David Hunter to replace Sigel as commander of the Department of West Virginia.

Hunter was anxious for success, and soon after reaching his new command just north of Strasburg on May 21, he designated his force of more than 15,000 men the Army of the Shenandoah and the next day had it again in motion southward up the Shenandoah Valley. Hunter’s ultimate aim was to destroy the key Confederate railhead of Lynchburg. Grant had instructed him to live off the land as much as possible, and Hunter cut a wide swath of destruction as he moved south. He ordered his subordinate commanders to destroy anything that might assist the Confederate war effort, including flour mills, leather shops, and ironworks.

Defeating Confederate forces at Piedmont just north of Staunton on June 5, Hunter entered Staunton the next day. Grant’s instructions had called for him to then move across the Blue Ridge Mountains to reach Lynchburg, but Hunter decided to continue up the valley until he reached Lexington, which he did on June 11. That day there was light skirmishing with Confederate forces north of the town.

Union artillery then opened up on Lexington itself, and more than 20 homes were struck and damaged. The artillery fire halted at noon, and the troops moved into the town. The VMI cadets had already departed, but Hunter considered the institute, as both a military training facility and a weapons arsenal, a legitimate military target. On June 12, 1864, Hunter’s forces burned VMI. They also pillaged neighboring Washington College, razed the home of General Robert E. Lee’s relative Henrietta Lee, and burned the home of former Virginia governor John Letcher. The Union occupation of Lexington lasted four days, with Hunter’s troops departing for Lynchburg on June 14.

VMI officials then furloughed the Corps of Cadets until December 1864. At that time, VMI convened classes in Richmond, Virginia, through the end of the war in 1865. Following the war, General Robert E. Lee accepted the presidency of Washington College, serving until his death in 1870. A year later, the school changed its name to Washington and Lee University in his honor. Lee is entombed along with his family in Lee Chapel on the campus of the university. Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, who taught at VMI before the Civil War, is also buried in Lexington. Because Lexington is the site of the remains of the two greatest Confederate heroes, it is sometimes called “The Shrine of the South.” The George C. Marshall Research Library and Museum, named for VMI’s most distinguished alumnus, General of the Army George C. Marshall, is also located in Lexington.
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Libby Prison, Virginia

Prison maintained by the Confederacy to hold Union officers captured during the Civil War. Libby Prison was located in Richmond, Virginia, in an urban area bordered by Canal Street, 20th Street, Carey Street, and a vacant lot. Although practically in the middle of the city, the three-story 150-by-100-foot building was self-contained and thus easily guarded. Libby, along with Andersonville in Georgia, which housed enlisted Union prisoners of war (POWs), was the most famous—or infamous—of the Southern prison facilities.

Libby Prison had originally been the Libby & Son Chandlers and Grocers before being converted into a prison. While conditions and death rates did not rise to the levels associated with Andersonville, conditions at Libby Prison were nevertheless grim. Prisoners slept together in squads, lined along the cold, hard floor on their sides for warmth. Several times during the night, an elected squad leader would order his squad to turn over in unison as the hardness of the floor became unendurable. The food was execrable and the amounts usually inadequate to sustain a grown man. Many officer POWs bartered with each other and sometimes with the guards to augment their meager rations.
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Libby Prison in Richmond, Virginia, in 1865. The facility was known for its entirely inadequate conditions. It was also the scene of one of the most dramatic escape attempts of the war, in February 1864. Although many of the escapees were later recaptured, 59 managed to make their way to freedom. (Library of Congress)

Libby Prison was also the scene of one of the most daring escapes of the entire war. Under the direction of Colonel Thomas Rose of the 77th Pennsylvania, POWs painstakingly dug a 50-foot-long tunnel underground through a kitchen fireplace to a warehouse shed located in the vacant lot across the street from the prison. On February 9, 1864, 109 men made their escape through the tunnel. Two of them drowned while trying to swim across the nearby James River and 48 (including Rose) were recaptured by local authorities, but 59 managed to avoid capture. The escapees provided an exciting account of their adventure and lurid stories of conditions inside Libby Prison.

During the final months of the war, Confederate officials began moving POWs from Libby Prison to more secure locations throughout the South. When Richmond fell and the war ended in April 1865, Libby Prison was used by federal authorities to house a number of Confederate officials awaiting trial in Washington.

The life of Libby Prison did not end with the war. In 1888 W. H. Gray, A. G. Spalding, Charles Gunther, and three other Chicago businessmen formed the Libby Prison War Museum Corporation, dedicated to generating a profit from the infamous facility. In April 1889 the entire building was disassembled and transported via railroad from Richmond to Chicago. The prison was then reassembled brick by brick in the city’s central business district. Libby was converted into a museum that housed an array of Civil War artifacts and drew more than 100,000 visitors during the first three months of operation; thousands more were attracted to it during the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition. Interest in the museum soon faded, however, and it was razed in 1899.
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Liddell, St. John Richardson

Birth Date: September 6, 1815

Death Date: February 14, 1870

Confederate officer. St. John Richardson Liddell was born on September 6, 1815, near Woodville, Mississippi. He briefly attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, but left for academic reasons. Liddell then supervised a plantation in Catahoula Parish, Louisiana, given to him by his father. In the spring of 1861 with the onset of the Civil War, Liddell entered Confederate service as an aide to Major General William J. Hardee with the rank of colonel and also served as a courier for General A. S. Johnston. Hardee recommended Liddell for promotion to brigadier general, which became official on July 17, 1862. Liddell commanded a brigade during the Union advance on and siege of Corinth, Mississippi (May 3–30) but saw no action.

Liddell handled his brigade with aplomb at the Battles of Perryville (October 8, 1862) and Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). In June 1863 the brigade was dispatched to Liberty Gap, Tennessee, where Liddell and his command repulsed assaults by three separate Union brigades. Liddell commanded a division and sustained heavy casualties in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863).

In the late autumn of 1863 following service at Chattanooga, Liddell sought transfer to the Trans-Mississippi theater, where he commanded several military districts and also participated in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). In December 1864 he wrote to Confederate senator from Louisiana Edward Sparrow and urged the full emancipation of slaves as a solution to the Confederacy’s manpower problem and as a means to secure foreign diplomatic recognition. By early 1865, Liddell had been dispatched to Mobile to help defend that city against an anticipated Union assault. On April 9 he was taken prisoner during the Union attack on Fort Blakely.

Released from prison several weeks later, Liddell returned to his Louisiana plantation. On February 14, 1870, Liddell was murdered by Charles Jones and his sons while aboard a steamboat on Louisiana’s Black River, the culmination of a decades-long feud.
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Lieber, Franz

Birth Date: March 18, 1800

Death Date: October 2, 1872

Legal scholar best known for the Lieber Code, a systematic attempt to regulate the conduct of American military forces in the field. Franz (Francis) Lieber was born in Berlin, in the Kingdom of Prussia, on March 18, 1800. He enlisted in the Prussian Army during the Napoleonic Wars. Lieber then studied mathematics at the University of Jena, completing his doctoral work in 1820. The following year he volunteered for service in the Greek Revolutionary War (1821–1830). In 1827 Lieber immigrated to the United States, holding a variety of academic positions before settling for two decades at South Carolina College as a professor of history and political economics. In 1856 he moved to Columbia College in New York City, where he remained until his death.

Lieber supported the Union during the Civil War. One of his sons was killed in Confederate Army service. His other two sons served in the Union Army. In 1862 Lieber founded the Loyal Publication Society of New York, an organization dedicated to producing articles and pamphlets for Union troops. He also consulted on military law for Union commanding general Major General Henry W. Halleck.

The Lieber Code began as a summary of international law regarding guerrilla warfare. Halleck ordered 5,000 copies and asked Lieber to join a board attempting to codify the laws of warfare, which eventually built upon Lieber’s earlier work. The code defined the legal status of combatants and the limitations of military behavior in wartime. On April 24, 1863, the War Department issued General Order No. 100, titled Government of Armies in the Field. In addition to its influence on the Civil War, the Lieber Code provided the foundation for the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907 and the Geneva Conventions of 1929 and 1949.

After the Civil War, Lieber agreed to accumulate and preserve the records of the Confederate government. He also served as negotiator for U.S. disputes with Mexico (1870–1872). Lieber died in New York City on October 2, 1872.
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Lieber’s Code

See General Order No. 100
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Lightburn, Joseph Andrew Jackson

Birth Date: September 21, 1824

Death Date: May 17, 1901

Union officer. Joseph Andrew Jackson Lightburn was born in Webster, Pennsylvania, on September 21, 1824. His family moved to Lewis County in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia), where he spent his youth working on the family farm. He served as an enlisted man in the regular army from 1846 to 1851, and in 1859 he entered the Baptist ministry.

When the Civil War began, Lightburn and three of his younger brothers took up arms. He, Martin Van Buren Lightburn, and Calvin Luther Lightburn joined the Union Army. The youngest brother, John Fell Lightburn, joined the Confederate Army. Appointed colonel of the 4th West Virginia Infantry, Joseph Lightburn served under Major General George B. McClellan in western Virginia early in the war. For much of 1862, Lightburn commanded his regiment and then a brigade in the Kanawha Valley.

On March 14, 1863, Lightburn was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and assigned to the Army of the Tennessee. He led the 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, in XV Corps through the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4). In November 1863 XV Corps traveled to Chattanooga and fought under Major General William T. Sherman at Missionary Ridge (November 24). Lightburn also participated in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). He was conspicuous during the hotly contested Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864), during which he assumed command of the division and helped to close a breech in the Union line. Back with his brigade, he was again heavily engaged during the Battle of Ezra Church (July 28, 1864). In late August a bullet grazed his skull, ending his tenure with the Army of the Tennessee. After recovery, Lightburn returned to service in the Department of West Virginia, where he remained until his resignation in June 22, 1865.

Following the war, Lightburn returned to the ministry. He died in Broad Run, West Virginia, on May 17, 1901.
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Light Division

Confederate military organization. The Light Division was formed in the spring of 1862 under the command of Major General Ambrose P. Hill. It was one of the largest divisions in the Army of Northern Virginia, having six brigades and units, at various times, from eight different Confederate states: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia. Ten artillery batteries were also attached to the division. Some historians have asserted that the division was so-named because it was capable of moving swiftly; others have speculated that it was so-named because the soldiers traveled lightly, without a lot of supplies.

The Light Division first saw action during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) as part of Major General James P. Longstreet’s wing of the army. It was heavily engaged at the Battle of Mechanicsville (June 26, 1862), the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862), and the Battle of White Oak Swamp (June 30, 1862). Now in Major General Thomas J. Jackson’s corps, the division distinguished itself at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) before doggedly holding its ground at the Second Battle of Bull Run (September 29–30, 1862).

When General Robert E. Lee invaded Maryland in September 1862, Jackson’s corps was assigned to capture the Union garrison at Harpers Ferry. That accomplished, Jackson marched his corps to join Lee’s main body, then facing Major General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac near Sharpsburg, Maryland. Hill and the Light Division were left behind to parole the prisoners after taking Harpers Ferry on September 15. As the Battle of Antietam began on the morning of September 17, 1862, Hill was still at Harpers Ferry. Marching 17 miles, the men arrived on the field in time to help avert a Confederate defeat.

The division also took part in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Following the mortal wounding of General Jackson at Chancellorsville, the army was reorganized. The Light Division was broken up, and A. P. Hill was promoted to lieutenant general and given command of III Corps. Two of the division’s brigades were transferred to Major General Henry Heth’s division, and the remaining four were placed under the command of Major General William Pender. The brigades continued to serve until the end of the war, seeing action in nearly all of the engagements fought by the Army of Northern Virginia.

ROBERT P. BROADWATER

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Bull Run, First Battle of; Bull Run, Second Battle of; Cedar Mountain, Battle of; Chancellorsville, Battle of; Fredericksburg, First Battle of; Harpers Ferry, Battle of; Heth, Henry; Hill, Ambrose Powell; Northern Virginia, Confederate Army of; Pender, William Dorsey; Seven Days’ Campaign

Further Reading

Hassler, William W. A. P. Hill: Lee’s Forgotten General. Richmond, VA: Garrett and Massie, 1957.

Schenck, Martin. Up Came Hill: The Story of the Light Division and of Its Leaders. Harrisburg, PA: Stackpole, 1958.

_______________________

Lilley, Robert Doak

Birth Date: January 28, 1836

Death Date: November 12, 1886

Confederate officer. Robert Doak Lilley was born on January 28, 1836, in Greenville, Virginia. He graduated from Washington College in Lexington, Virginia, and entered the family business. In the spring of 1861, Lilley organized the Augusta Lee Guards, which became a company in the 25th Virginia Infantry, with Lilley serving as its captain. After seeing action at the Battles of Rich Mountain (July 11, 1861) and Greenbrier River (October 3, 1861), Lilley’s outfit became part of a brigade led by Brigadier General Jubal A. Early. Early’s force fought during Major General T. J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and saw action at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).

Lilley was advanced to major in January 1863, still in the 25th Virginia, and later saw action during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). Promoted to lieutenant colonel in August 1863 and brigadier general on May 31, 1864, Lilley took command of Early’s old brigade, still serving under Early, who was now commanding II Corps. Lilley took part in Early’s Washington Raid (June 23–July 12, 1864) but on July 20 was seriously wounded and taken prisoner by Union forces at Stephenson’s Depot near Winchester, Virginia. Union surgeons later amputated his right arm. Released on July 24, Lilley took a temporary leave to complete his recovery. Returning to duty in November 1864, he had charge of reserve forces in the Shenandoah Valley, where he remained until war’s end.

After the war, Lilley was a fund-raiser for his alma mater, now renamed Washington and Lee University. Lilley died in Richmond, Virginia, on November 12, 1886.
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Lincoln, Abraham

Birth Date: February 12, 1809

Death Date: April 15, 1865

President of the United States. Abraham Lincoln was born near Hodgenville, Kentucky, on February 12, 1809, to an impoverished family; his family moved to Indiana when he was seven years old. Lincoln’s formal education was limited to a few months in a one-teacher schoolhouse, but he was an avid reader who devoured books at a young age. Sustaining himself with manual labor jobs, he moved to New Salem, Illinois, where he became a shopkeeper and postmaster.


Lincoln entered politics in 1834, when he was elected on the Whig ticket to the state assembly. He also began to study law and was licensed to practice in 1836. He finally settled in Springfield, Illinois, and established a law practice there. Lincoln was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1847 and served just one term, during which he made his antislavery position well known; he also opposed the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

Now as a Republican, Lincoln ran for the U.S. Senate against Democrat Stephen Douglas in 1858. Lincoln lost that race to Douglas but garnered much attention during the Lincoln-Douglas Debates concerning slavery in the territories. In 1860 the Republican Party turned to Lincoln as its standard-bearer in the 1860 presidential election. When the Democratic Party split, running two separate candidates against Lincoln, Lincoln was ensured victory, which in turn virtually ensured the sectional crisis that would lead to war. In 1861 when Lincoln took office, his only military experience had come during a few weeks as the captain of an Illinois Militia company during the Black Hawk War, in which he had seen no combat.

Although Lincoln’s presidency was entirely subsumed by the war, he did prove to be an adept foreign policy maker, managing to keep the peace with Great Britain in the uproar following the Trent Affair and courting international goodwill with the Emancipation Proclamation. As an orator he was perhaps second to no other president, and he skillfully used his talent to prosecute the war effort and rally the American people. Little of great note was accomplished in domestic affairs during his tenure, although Lincoln’s administration was influential in the passage of the 1862 Homestead Act. Above all, Lincoln believed that only the unrelenting prosecution of the war would end the bloodshed and restore the Union, and his dedication to this never wavered, even in the face of staggering battlefield casualties and dogged political opposition, often including that of his own cabinet members.

When the Civil War began, Lincoln depended on the advice of the U.S. Army’s aged ranking general, Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott, who called for applying external pressure to the Confederacy while avoiding direct penetration that might excite more fanatic resistance. Scott’s program, dubbed the Anaconda Plan, called for a naval blockade of the South and conquest of the Mississippi River.

Lincoln adopted much of Scott’s plan but, partially because of political pressure, added a direct thrust against the Confederate capital at Richmond. Brigadier General Irvin McDowell, commanding the Union field army in northern Virginia, believed that his troops were unready. Lincoln pressed him to advance anyway. The result was the Union disaster at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Lincoln replaced McDowell with Major General George B. McClellan. McClellan delayed through the rest of 1861 and into 1862, while political pressures on Lincoln continued to mount.
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Photograph by Mathew Brady of President Abraham Lincoln. Of humble birth and yet one of the nation’s truly great presidents and orators, Lincoln was a highly effective commander-in-chief who was committed to preserving the Union. (National Archives)

West of the Appalachians, department commanders would neither cooperate nor advance. By January 1862, Lincoln was impatient enough to issue General War Order No. 1, directing all U.S. naval and land forces to advance on February 22. Historians have chuckled at the naïveté of Lincoln’s order, but it shows the beginning of his awareness that Union victory was to be achieved by applying simultaneous pressure across the front.

One general heeded Lincoln’s order, and that was Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant, who in conjunction with naval forces advanced prior to Lincoln’s deadline and captured Fort Henry (February 6, 1862) and Fort Donelson (February 16, 1862), opening the way for a Union conquest of the Mississippi Valley.

Results of the Presidential Election of 1864

[image: image]

In Virginia, however, Lincoln faced continued frustration. When McClellan finally revealed his plans to the president, they called for taking his army by water down the Chesapeake Bay to move against Richmond from the east. With misgivings, Lincoln acquiesced. McClellan moved slowly and complained constantly that he needed more men for his Peninsula Campaign. Meanwhile, the Confederates launched a raid into the Shenandoah Valley almost to the Potomac, arousing fear for Washington and revealing that McClellan had apparently left fewer troops to secure the capital than Lincoln had specified, and the president diverted troops earmarked for McClellan to the Shenandoah Valley instead. McClellan complained bitterly about the diversion of troops, blaming Lincoln for his lack of success as his campaign ended in futility in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862).

Lincoln removed McClellan from command in August 1862 and transferred his army back to northern Virginia but not, however, soon enough to prevent another defeat for the forces already there at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). With the Confederates following up with an invasion of the North, Lincoln was compelled to restore the popular McClellan to command of the combined forces in September. McClellan fought the outnumbered Confederate army to a draw at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) but allowed it to escape.

By the autumn of 1862, the western theater had become almost equally frustrating for Lincoln. The Union drive in the Mississippi Valley had stalled, thanks largely to Major General Henry Halleck, Grant’s superior, who had commanded there until Lincoln brought him to Washington late that summer to take command of all Union armies. Meanwhile, a Confederate army had penetrated all the way into central Kentucky. When the Confederate army finally withdrew into Tennessee, stymied by Kentuckians’ lack of support, it was allowed to escape. Back in Washington, Halleck proved so ineffective that Lincoln referred to him as nothing more than “a first-rate clerk” and relegated him to more or less clerical duties.

His patience exhausted, Lincoln replaced McClellan with Major General Ambrose Burnside and replaced Major General Don Carlos Buell (Army of the Ohio) with Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans. To the Mississippi Valley, now Grant’s command since Halleck’s departure, Lincoln sent Major General John A. McClernand. Lincoln gave McClernand a vague order to lead an expedition within Grant’s department down the Mississippi to take Vicksburg, the key Confederate stronghold on the river.

Burnside led the Army of the Potomac to a lopsided defeat at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Grant was willing enough to advance if that was what was wanted of him, and before McClernand could arrive, Grant launched a two-pronged drive to take Vicksburg. One prong, commanded by Grant in person, had to retreat when Confederate cavalry cut its supply lines. The other prong, commanded by Major General William T. Sherman in cooperation with naval forces under Rear Admiral David D. Porter and carrying out McClernand’s proposed plan, met defeat. Meanwhile, Rosecrans advanced against the Confederates at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and won a narrow victory. Overall, Lincoln’s winter offensives had been a disaster, but his concept of simultaneous pressure on the Confederacy had showed some good results.

Lincoln had little choice but to sack Burnside in early 1863 and replaced him with the mercurial Major General Joseph Hooker, who had recently been intriguing against Burnside. On appointing Hooker, Lincoln urged him to use all his available force the next time he met the enemy. Hooker reinvigorated the Army of the Potomac, but when the armies met at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Hooker lost his nerve. He held many of his troops out of the battle, allowed others to fight unsupported, and suffered an ignominious defeat.

Lincoln’s orders to McClernand had been vague, perhaps deliberately so, and were perhaps the work of Halleck. At any rate they paid off, allowing the much more capable Grant to disappoint the ambitious McClernand by taking direct command of the river expedition. In May, Grant laid siege to Vicksburg and on July 4 received its surrender, along with its 30,000-man garrison.

Lincoln had tried in vain to induce Rosecrans to advance simultaneously with Grant and Hooker. Finally, shortly before Vicksburg’s surrender, Rosecrans launched a well-planned campaign that maneuvered the Confederates almost completely out of Tennessee but left their army unscathed.

By that time, the victorious Confederate general Robert E. Lee had advanced north into Pennsylvania. Lincoln saw the movement as a chance to trap Lee’s army and, combined with the western successes, win the war. Hooker proved reluctant to meet Lee in battle again and was arguing with Washington. Lincoln replaced him with Major General George G. Meade. Three days later Meade fought Lee to a standstill at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), and Lee retreated to Virginia. Lincoln was almost beside himself at what he saw as Meade’s failure to trap Lee’s army but dared not relieve the man who was already being hailed in the North as the victor of Gettysburg.

That autumn, Rosecrans got into trouble. His long delays finally allowed the Confederates to prepare a repost, and they defeated him at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). With his army almost besieged in Chattanooga, Rosecrans was behaving, in Lincoln’s words, “like a duck hit on the head,” but Lincoln had at last found his general in the person of Ulysses S. Grant, to whom he now gave command of all Union armies west of the Appalachians. Grant went to Chattanooga, dismissed Rosecrans, and won a resounding victory in the battle for Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863).

In the spring of 1864 Lincoln, with congressional approval, made Grant the army’s only lieutenant general and gave him command of all Union armies. The president’s role in directing strategy and operations did not end with this but did greatly diminish, as Lincoln gave Grant wide latitude. Lincoln also supported Grant as casualties for his spring offensives reached staggering proportions. When that summer Lee dispatched another raid to threaten Washington and break Grant’s grip on Richmond, Lincoln apprised Grant of the threat but allowed him to deal with it in his own way. Grant held on outside Richmond and dispatched troops who stopped the Confederates at the Washington defenses. Lincoln, who went out to the breastworks to see the fighting, got his first look at combat. The relentless offensives of 1864 paid off in electoral success that autumn. With Sherman’s capture of Atlanta in September and Major General Philip Sheridan’s string of victories in the Shenandoah Valley, Lincoln won reelection in November over his Democratic challenger and former antagonist George McClellan.

By the time of the April 9, 1865, surrender at Appomattox, Lincoln had assembled a successful team of generals led by an outstanding commanding general, and he himself had become an effective commander in chief. On April 14, 1865, Lincoln was shot at close range by Southern sympathizer John Wilkes Booth while the president enjoyed a theatrical production at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C. Lincoln died of a bullet wound to the head the following morning. Unfortunately, Lincoln’s death emboldened the Radical Republicans, and their Reconstruction agenda largely held sway in the years after the war. Just a month prior to his death, in his second inaugural address Lincoln had set the tone for his version of Reconstruction, which he had hoped would feature “malice toward none” and “charity for all.” It became quickly apparent that such would not be the case, however.

STEVEN E. WOODWORTH
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Lincoln, Mary Ann Todd

Birth Date: December 13, 1818

Death Date: July 16, 1882

Wife of U.S. president Abraham Lincoln. Mary Ann Todd was born on December 13, 1818, in Lexington, Kentucky, to prominent slave owners Robert Smith Todd and Eliza Parker Todd. Mary Todd studied at the Shelby Female Academy in Lexington for nine years, and in 1839 she moved to Springfield, Illinois, where her sister Elizabeth had relocated after marriage. In Springfield, Mary met Lincoln, who was practicing law there. The couple married on November 4, 1842. They had four children, all boys: Robert Todd Lincoln, Edward “Eddie” Baker Lincoln, William “Willie” Wallace Lincoln, and Thomas “Tad” Lincoln.
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Mary Todd Lincoln, First Lady of the United States and wife of President Abraham Lincoln. (Library of Congress)

During the Civil War, some Northerners accused Mary Todd Lincoln of being a Confederate spy, while Southerners accused her of being a traitor. In addition, the press in the North criticized her for using federal funds to redecorate the White House during wartime. Although Congress had authorized the redecoration, she overspent the allotted budget by a considerable sum. She was also criticized for using federal funds for extensive personal shopping adventures and lavish parties. Moreover, her high-strung personality, viewed by many Lincoln aides as arrogant, made her widely unpopular. After her son Willie died in the White House in 1862, she stopped attending social functions for one year, which also came under press criticism. To ease her grief, she also organized numerous séances in the White House and visited wounded soldiers in U.S. Army hospitals. It is now clear that she suffered from significant depression for much of her adult life.

Lincoln’s April 1865 assassination, although intensifying Mary Lincoln’s grief and depression, did not curtail her spending sprees. Tad’s death in 1871 further intensified her grief, and in 1875 her son Robert, worried about her fiscal and mental well-being, committed her to an asylum in Batavia, Illinois, for three months. After she was released, she spent four years living in Pau, France. Mary Todd Lincoln returned to Illinois in 1880 and died at her sister’s home in Springfield on July 16, 1882.
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Lincoln, Robert Todd

Birth Date: August 1, 1843

Death Date: July 26, 1926

Politician, businessman, and eldest son of President Abraham Lincoln. Robert Todd Lincoln was born in Springfield, Illinois, on August 1, 1843. While never close to his oldest son, Abraham Lincoln saw to it that Robert received the education that he himself had not enjoyed. Robert Lincoln attended the exclusive Phillips Exeter Academy in New Hampshire before entering Harvard College in 1860. His attendance at Harvard during the Civil War created a political problem for his father.

Lincoln had wanted to enlist in the Union Army, but his mother, Mary Todd Lincoln, who had already suffered the loss of two sons, prevented it. After Robert Lincoln’s graduation in 1864, Abraham Lincoln asked General Ulysses S. Grant if he could find a place for Robert on his staff and offered to pay his salary himself. Grant duly appointed Lincoln as an assistant adjunct general of volunteers at the rank of captain. Robert Lincoln served until the end of the war and witnessed Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865. Robert Lincoln had breakfast with his father on the morning of April 14, 1865. After his father had been mortally wounded at Ford’s Theatre that evening, Robert hurried to his bedside and was with him when he died on the morning of April 15.

Following his father’s death, Robert Lincoln studied law and was admitted to the Illinois bar in 1867. His relationship with his mother proved to be difficult, as Mary Lincoln suffered from growing mental instability. Her continued paranoia, along with the grief from the loss of her youngest son Thomas (Tad) in 1871, ultimately led Robert to petition the courts in 1875 to commit his mother to a mental asylum. This understandably led to a rift between the two that was smoothed over only shortly before Mary Lincoln died in 1882.

Lincoln refused to capitalize on his famous name but remained a faithful member of the Republican Party, stressing protectionism and high tariffs to protect U.S. industries. He supported President Ulysses S. Grant’s attempts to run for a third term in 1880 but instead saw James Garfield receive the Republican nomination. In an effort to placate the Grant faction within the party, Garfield appointed Lincoln as secretary of war in 1881. Lincoln was in the train station in Washington, D.C., when Charles Guiteau shot Garfield on July 2, 1881. Lincoln remained in the cabinet of Garfield’s successor, Chester A. Arthur, until 1885. In 1889 Lincoln was appointed U.S. ambassador to Great Britain, a post he held until 1893.

After his return from England, Lincoln abandoned politics and focused on business affairs. In 1897 he became president of the Pullman Palace Car Company in Chicago. Lincoln died on July 26, 1926, on his estate in Manchester, Vermont.
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Lincoln Assassination

Event Date: April 14, 1865

Fatal wounding of U.S. president Abraham Lincoln. On April 14, 1865, during a performance of the play Our American Cousin at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C., John Wilkes Booth shot Lincoln at close range, inflicting wounds from which the president died the next day, April 15. Lincoln’s death stunned Americans and greatly complicated Reconstruction in the South.

Booth was a popular but disgruntled actor and Southern partisan from Maryland. In March 1865, he had plotted to kidnap Lincoln and hold him hostage in exchange for the release of captured Confederate soldiers, but the plot collapsed before General Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, on April 9, 1865. Booth and several coconspirators now plotted to kill Lincoln, Vice President Andrew Johnson, and Secretary of State William Seward. The coconspirators believed that by killing its leadership, they could paralyze the federal government, enabling the Confederacy to resume the war. Booth enlisted the help of George Atzerodt, Lewis Powell (aka Lewis Payne), and David Herold to carry out the murders. Atzerodt was to kill Johnson, while Powell and Herold were to assassinate Seward. Atzerodt did not attempt to kill Johnson. Powell burst into the Seward home, stabbed Steward, and inflicted dangerous wounds but failed to kill him.

On the evening of April 14, 1865, Booth arrived at Ford’s Theatre, where the president, his wife, and others had gathered to watch Our American Cousin, a play that Mary Todd Lincoln wanted to see. It is unclear whether the guard or someone else who was supposed to be watching the Presidential Box was there or not. In any case, Booth approached the president from behind unimpeded and shot him in the head shortly after 10:00 p.m. Major Henry Rathbone, a guest of Lincoln’s for the evening, attempted to stop Booth, but Booth stabbed Rathbone in the arm and then jumped off the balcony, breaking his leg as he landed on the stage. Yelling “sic semper tyrannis” (“thus always to tyrants”), the motto of the state of Virginia, Booth managed to flee the theater and escaped Washington, D.C., on the horse he had waiting outside.

Lincoln, critically wounded, was taken across the street to Petersen’s Boarding House, where he died early the next morning, around 7:00 a.m. He never regained consciousness. After lying in state at both the White House and the Capitol, Lincoln’s body was transported by rail to Springfield, Illinois, and, after stopping at cities along the way for citizens to pay their respects, was buried on May 4, 1865.

Joining with Herold, Booth fled to Maryland, where Dr. Samuel Mudd treated his leg. Booth then traveled to Virginia. Twelve days after assassinating Lincoln, Booth and Herold were surrounded by Union troops while they were hiding in a tobacco shed near Bowling Green, Virginia. Herold surrendered, but Booth refused and was shot to death.
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Four of the eight conspirators convicted by a military tribunal in the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln are hanged in a public execution on July 7, 1865. The other four convicted conspirators were sentenced to prison. (Library of Congress)

Atzerodt, Herold, Powell, and Mary Surratt, a woman with ties to Confederate spies, were all found guilty of conspiring to kill Lincoln and were sentenced to death by hanging. Mudd and two others were sentenced to life in prison, and Edman (Edward) Spangler, who held Booth’s horse outside Ford’s Theatre, was sentenced to six years in prison. In 1869, President Andrew Johnson pardoned the surviving conspirators.

Controversy surrounds the assassination of President Lincoln, including questions as to whether or not there was anyone standing guard outside the Presidential Box. Several of those in attendance at Ford’s Theatre the night of the assassination insisted that there was a person posted outside the Presidential Box who had allowed Booth to enter. Also in dispute is how much, if any, support Booth received from Confederate officials.

Historians have speculated about the likely course of Reconstruction had Lincoln lived, as he had almost his entire second term ahead of him. While it is impossible to say for sure that postwar Reconstruction would have progressed better under Lincoln than it did under Andrew Johnson, there can be little doubt that Lincoln’s great political skill and tendency to reach out in compassion rather than scorn was sorely missed in the months and years after his untimely death.
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Lincoln’s First Inaugural

Event Date: March 4, 1861

President Abraham Lincoln’s first address as head of state, delivered in front of the nation’s still-unfinished Capitol building. Avoiding empty flights of rhetoric and free of the clichés and platitudes customary on such occasions, Lincoln’s inaugural address presented a plea for national unity in a lawyer’s logic. Conciliatory yet firm, it set forth the policies that the new president would follow during his term in office.

Because of the growing sectional divide and fears of assassination, Lincoln’s inauguration was well guarded by U.S. cavalrymen, sharpshooters on rooftops, and artillerymen with howitzers ready for action. Detectives in plainclothes ranged through the crowds as well. By March 1861, the issue of slavery and the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 had torn the country into two factions. Seven Southern states had already seceded from the Union, and a Confederate government had been established in Montgomery, Alabama.

Several days earlier, speaking to townsfolk as he was leaving Springfield, Illinois, for the nation’s capital, Lincoln had acknowledged the daunting task before him as “greater than that which rested upon [George] Washington.” The major themes of the inaugural address, conciliation and resolve, had already been worked out in his earlier debates with Stephen A. Douglas and in Lincoln’s Cooper Union Address. Despite his personal aversion to slavery, he had no intention of imposing abolition on dissenting states but was determined to preserve the Union at almost any cost.

First, Lincoln tried to calm Southern fears. He acknowledged a constitutional necessity to enforce the Fugitive Slave Act. Denying that the right of any state had been violated, he recognized no just cause for secession. He promised that he would never “force obnoxious strangers” on unwilling localities and would send the mails “unless repelled.” Military action, he promised, would only be defensive.
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Crowd gathered in front of the Capitol building to witness the inauguration of Abraham Lincoln as president of the United States on March 4, 1861. (Library of Congress)

Yet the speech forcefully expressed his resolve to defend federal installations and preserve national unity, which he viewed as “perpetual,” older than the Constitution itself, formed by the Articles of Association of 1774 and “matured and continued” by the Declaration of Independence of 1776. Accordingly, secession was unlawful, and the president’s oath of office committed him to execute the laws of the Union. Secession could only lead to tyranny and anarchy, Lincoln asserted, as fragmentation of the country would continue until the North American continent would become an assortment of feeble, cantankerous, disassociated states.

Lincoln, a skilled lawyer, made his primary appeal to reason. Allusions to God, the Bible, or religion—which would become more prominent in later speeches—were largely absent from the first inaugural speech. Thus, at the beginning of his presidency, Lincoln made no grandiose promises and looked for no miracles. He fervently believed that the hopes of all humankind rested on the success of the democratic experiment in the New World. Now he simply asked his fellow countrymen to live up to the promise of their nation’s founders.

Photographs and firsthand reports suggest something of Lincoln’s comportment at the lectern. His law partner, William Herndon, reported that Lincoln always began speeches tentatively but gradually warmed to his message and audience. His voice was reportedly thin and high-pitched, even falsetto, yet it carried well because he pronounced words clearly and slowly. Earlier speeches had frequently been delivered without notes. Now, however, Lincoln read a carefully constructed text after putting on his steel-rimmed spectacles and handing over his hat and cane to Illinois senator Stephen Douglas.

Unlike later presidents, with their staffs of speech writers, Lincoln composed his own speeches, this one included. He did, however, submit drafts of the first inaugural address to several friends and associates, most notably Secretary of State William H. Seward. Especially responsive to Seward’s suggestions, Lincoln added a few of the flourishes that would soon come to characterize Lincolnian rhetoric. For example, Seward had suggested a concluding reference to “the guardian angel of the nation.” Lincoln substituted simply, and famously, “angels of our better nature.”

With his strong awareness of the auditory power of words, Lincoln was able, even in this pragmatic speech given under great duress, to effectively employ alliteration, assonance, and parallel structure of words, sentences, and thoughts. Biographers have noted that in youth Lincoln had access to few, though excellent, books and was thus spared the reading of mediocre publications. The King James Version of the Bible was his chief influence, although later, as an enthusiastic theatergoer, he would savor the Elizabethan glamour of William Shakespeare’s language. From these sources and from the homespun yarns he had heard growing up in the hinterland, Lincoln had developed a poetic and rhythmic style that would set him apart from other American leaders. When he finished his speech, Lincoln immediately left the dais and returned to the White House.
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Lincoln’s Reconstruction Policies

President Abraham Lincoln’s views on restoring seceded regions to the Union. Lincoln’s April 1865 assassination, just at the end of the war, meant that he never dealt with the peacetime issue of how to reconstruct the former Confederate states and how to allow them reentry into the Union. Nevertheless, he did set forth Reconstruction policies prior to his death, including those affecting the reentrance of rebel states into the Union. Throughout the war, Lincoln faced the dilemma of how to govern captured territory and build Union loyalty in these areas. His actions during the war offer a glimpse of what course he might have pursued after the war, although his true intentions remain obscure.

At the onset of the war, Lincoln, as with many other Northern leaders, overestimated the depth of Unionism within the South. He was caught off guard by the passion and speed of the secessionist movement in the Deep South and continued to believe that there was a strong Union movement throughout the Confederacy. When he called for volunteers on April 15, 1861, to put down the rebellion, he called only for 75,000 men for three-month service in the belief that the conflict would be of short duration. Through the first year of the war, he avoided policies that would upset the loyal slaveholding border states such as Maryland and Missouri and Union loyalists in the South. When Major General John C. Frémont, commander of the Department of Missouri, ordered the freeing of all slaves of enemy combatants in July 1861, Lincoln immediately revoked the measure lest it drive the border state of Kentucky out of the Union. Lincoln also similarly countermanded Major General David Hunter’s proclamation freeing the slaves of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida in May 1862. The president believed that only he, as commander in chief, had the constitutional power to free slaves. He refused to take this step while trying to appease the border states and the War Democrats, who supported the war but not abolitionism.

Beginning in the spring of 1862, Lincoln began appointing military governors for conquered Confederate territories. Senator Andrew Johnson of Tennessee, the lone Southern congressmen to stay loyal to the Union after succession, was appointed military governor of his state in the hopes that the appointment would rally the pro-Union population of eastern Tennessee. Lincoln wanted Johnson to create a loyal state government that consisted of trusted Unionists who might pave the way for the state’s readmission to the Union. Lincoln also allowed elections in two Louisiana congressional districts under federal control in the autumn of 1862, but Congress ultimately refused to seat the winners. By the end of 1862, Lincoln had come to believe that a moderate Reconstruction approach would rally Union sentiment in the South.

If white Southerners refused to respond to Lincoln’s appeals, one group within the South listened intently. African American slaves flocked to Union lines, where military policy labeled them as “contraband,” thus subjecting them to seizure from their Confederate masters. The sheer number of escaped slaves by the spring of 1862 forced Lincoln to consider their status, however. While he had previously struck down emancipation measures by his generals, Lincoln had moved toward abolitionism with the failure of his moderate approach to the South. By June 1862 he had drafted the Emancipation Proclamation, which would free slaves within the parts of the Confederacy not controlled by Union forces. When he unveiled it to his cabinet, Secretary of State William Seward persuaded him to wait for a military victory to release the proclamation. Seward feared that to issue the proclamation before then would be seen as a desperate act and an appeal to racial genocide. After the Union victory in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Lincoln issued the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation to take effect on January 1, 1863. With this one stroke of a pen, he had changed the tenor of the war from a conflict over secession to a conflict to end slavery. Any Reconstruction policies would now not only involve attracting pro-Unionism but would also include the abolition of slavery and African American participation in the war and Reconstruction.

Frustrated by the slow pace of military reconstruction, Lincoln assumed control of the process himself in December 1863. On December 8 he issued the Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction that created a process by which Southern states could be readmitted to the Union. Anyone willing to swear an oath of allegiance to the United States would be granted a presidential pardon for participating in the rebellion. Once the number of people taking the oath equaled 10 percent of a rebel state’s 1860 population, that state could convene a constitutional convention to outlaw slavery and repeal the acts of succession (the so-called Ten Percent Plan). Lincoln would then allow the readmission of the state to the Union. His plan was essentially founded on the military occupation of Southern states, because any state government formed by this process would be a minority. Critics contended that loyalty oaths only were enforceable within the reach of the Union Army.

In January 1864 Lincoln ordered Major General Nathaniel Banks, military governor of Louisiana, to put his Ten Percent Plan into action within his area of control. Lincoln focused his Reconstruction efforts on Louisiana, because most of the state was already under Union control. Twenty percent of Louisiana’s eligible voters went to the polls on February 22, 1864, to elect delegates to a state constitutional convention. Lincoln urged the delegates to abolish slavery and adopt suffrage for African Americans, but the constitution that they eventually adopted only abolished slavery and gave the state legislature the power to permit African American suffrage at a future time. By this time African American soldiers were serving within the Union Army, and Lincoln would not accept any plan that did not grant suffrage to Southern blacks. Lincoln quietly shelved his Louisiana Reconstruction plans.

Congressional radicals, critical of what they saw as Lincoln’s efforts to create a conservative government in Louisiana, passed the Wade-Davis Bill on July 2, 1864. The measure sought to place control of Reconstruction with Congress by essentially delaying its implementation until the war ended. Under the Wade-Davis legislation, after the end of hostilities, more than 50 percent of a state’s population would have to take the loyalty oath before civil government could be restored. The act would have effectively ended the existing loyal government that Lincoln had created in Louisiana. Lincoln opposed the bill but did not want to publicly repudiate it because he needed Radical Republican support for his reelection in November 1864. Rather than openly veto the bill, Lincoln employed the rarely used pocket veto on July 4, 1864. Four days later Lincoln issued a statement explaining his pocket veto, which inflamed the passions of many. Lincoln sought to maintain the political unity of the Republican Party through his reelection while maintaining his control over Reconstruction. Despite their anger over Lincoln’s tactics, the Radical Republicans found themselves with no other choice but to back the president’s reelection. But the dispute over the Wade-Davis Bill showed that once the war was over, a monumental conflict loomed between Lincoln and the Radical Republicans in Congress over control of Reconstruction. Lincoln’s reelection in November 1864 ensured that the Union would continue the war until it achieved a military victory. But the increasing number of casualties had created a growing war weariness.

Francis Blair Sr., a confidant and adviser to presidents from Andrew Jackson to Abraham Lincoln, was also a personal friend of Confederate president Jefferson Davis. Blair had received permission from Lincoln to approach Davis in January 1865 to discuss peace terms. Blair proposed that the South give up slavery and independence and send an army to drive the French out of Mexico. Although Davis refused to accept any of Blair’s terms, he was willing to send peace commissioners to meet with Union representatives. Led by Confederate vice president Alexander Stephens, who had befriended Lincoln when both had served in Congress in the 1840s, the Southern peace delegation met clandestinely with Lincoln on February 2, 1865, at Hampton Roads, Virginia. Lincoln suggested that if Southerners ended hostilities and ratified the Thirteenth Amendment outlawing slavery, Congress might supply compensation for the freed slaves and allow for the swift reentrance of the Southern states into the Union. But the Confederates, who had gone to war largely to protect the institution of slavery, were unwilling to voluntarily end it entirely, and the conference ended without results. Nevertheless, Lincoln’s magnanimous offer displayed his willingness to entertain any effort to end the war as long as it included the end of slavery.

Lincoln’s last speech, given on April 11, 1865, dealt with his vision of Reconstruction. While admitting that his Louisiana plan was flawed, Lincoln still offered the quickest way to readmit a state into the Union. He argued that black suffrage could be best obtained by having the former Confederate states reunited with the Union. Above all he stressed flexibility, refusing to be constrained by any one policy and allowing the situation to dictate his actions. Whatever his final plans for Reconstruction may have been, he carried them to the grave following his death on April 15, 1865. He nonetheless left behind ample evidence that he intended to pursue a lenient policy to quickly readmit the Southern states and also indicated his dedication to African American suffrage.
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Lincoln’s Second Inaugural

Event Date: March 4, 1865

President Abraham Lincoln’s second inaugural speech was delivered in front of the recently completed U.S. Capitol. Along with the Gettysburg Address (November 19, 1863), Lincoln’s second inaugural most fully revealed Lincoln as a master orator and prose poet. In the speech, Lincoln attempted to discern the message of the Almighty amid national crisis as the Civil War neared its end. The atmosphere in which Lincoln gave his speech was far different from that of his first inaugural address. Not only was the end of the war within reach, but the Capitol building was complete, and the threat to the Union was greatly diminished. Lincoln rode in a carriage from the White House to the Capitol amid military and civilian bands, cavalry escorts, and throngs of spectators and well-wishers. Lincoln spoke from a platform on the east side of the Capitol.

Little is known of the speech’s precise composition, but there is no evidence to suggest that Lincoln had assistance in its creation. Like all of his speeches, the second inaugural was written entirely on his own. His associates described his habit of carefully revising his addresses as he searched for the exact word or rhythmic phrase to convey his meaning. The rhetorical style was Hebraic—parallel phrases, alliterations, effective redundancies, simplicity—with biblical allusions that appealed to both piety and patriotism. Themes introduced in earlier Lincoln addresses now found fuller statement.

The social and historical contexts made this inaugural unusual. Lincoln was beginning a second term in an era of one-term presidents. The country was nearing the end of the devastating fratricidal conflict that had cost the lives of some 623,000 Americans (of a population of only 30 million). The speech was concise, the shortest one ever given by a president. Unlike Lincoln’s first inaugural, which had set forth in logical sequence his argument for national unity, the second inaugural attempted to stir the consciences of his audience, with statements of religious and even theological import as well as reconciliation.
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People gathered in front of the Capitol building observing President Abraham Lincoln’s second inauguration, March 4, 1865. Lincoln’s remarks constitute the shortest, and arguably finest, inaugural address in American history. (Library of Congress)

In his first inaugural, Lincoln had stressed saving the Union at almost any cost. Now he clearly designated slavery as the real reason Americans had taken up arms against one another. Although Lincoln never joined a church and had sometimes been labeled an “infidel” by his opponents, he knew his Bible and retained from his Calvinist childhood a belief in the judgment of a Divine Providence that presided over human affairs. Now, despite the horrors of war, he sought to discern the Almighty’s hand in the redemptive power of suffering. The entire nation, he suggested, had shared the offense of slavery and was expiating it in blood. Stressing the shared affinity of North and South, Lincoln hastened to add that both sides “read the same Bible” and “pray to the same God.” Indeed, Lincoln evoked the particular pathos and tragedy of a war that pitted people of the same traditions against one another.

The speech also contained some of Lincoln’s most memorable phrases, including “with malice toward none, with charity for all,” and “fondly do we hope—fervently do we pray.” Lincoln closed his second inaugural with a plea to bind up the wounds of a reunited nation and care for the widows and orphans left behind by four years of war.

Borrowing, perhaps unconsciously, the language of frontier revivalists, Lincoln had spoken in his Gettysburg Address of “a new birth of freedom.” Now, in the last line of the second inaugural, he echoed his conviction that the survival of the American democratic experiment was not merely a blessing for his own people but was essential to the hopes of all the world’s inhabitants. When Lincoln finished his speech, he was treated to an artillery salute and then rode by carriage back to the White House, where he personally greeted 6,000 people at an evening reception.
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Lindsay, William Schaw

Birth Date: 1816

Death Date: August 28, 1877

British Liberal Party politician and fervent supporter of the Confederate cause. William Schaw Lindsay was born in Ary, Scotland, in 1816. Orphaned as a small boy, he found work aboard merchant ships at age 15, and by 1836 he was in command of his own vessel. An enormously capable man, Lindsay retired from life as a merchantman and in the early 1840s established a lucrative shipping firm in London. In 1854 he was elected to the House of Commons, where he aggressively pushed for free trade.

When the U.S. Congress passed the Morrill Tariff in 1861, Lindsay vociferously opposed the move as a major impediment to unfettered trade. He also opposed the Union blockade of the Confederacy after the Civil War began, arguing that it was yet another obstacle to free trade. In October 1861 Lindsay openly urged the British government to promptly recognize the Confederate States of America and take measures to end the Union naval blockade. During the Trent Affair, he urged immediate action, including a declaration of war against the United States. His recommendations went unheeded, however, not only by the government of Lord Palmerston, which sought neutrality, but also by many in Lindsay’s own party who did not share his advocacy of Confederate interests.

In April 1862 Lindsay traveled to Paris to confer with Emperor Napoleon III about a joint French-British intervention, much to the chagrin of London. Napoleon remained studiously noncommittal, however, saying only that he had been in prior communication with London. In June–July 1862, Lindsay attempted to raise the issue of intervention in Parliament, but Palmerston lambasted his efforts, terming Lindsay’s efforts unhelpful and premature. Others by now were suspicious of Lindsay’s unauthorized visit to Paris.

In the autumn of 1862, Lindsay used his own money to advance Confederate captain James D. Bulloch, a naval agent, a sizable loan to fund his effort to secure ships for the Confederate Navy in England. After the Confederate victory at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Lindsay and fellow Parliament member John A. Roebuck once again sought to push a decree of intervention through the House of Commons. Finally brought up for debate on June 30, the motion failed miserably. Union victories in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) essentially ended any serious attempt to convince the Palmerston government to intervene in the Civil war or to recognize the Confederacy.

Nevertheless, in the summer of 1864 Lindsay tried one more time to convince the London government to intervene in the war. Palmerston again refused. Now in failing health, Lindsay retired from politics later that year, but he continued to advance the cause of free trade. Between 1874 and 1876, he published the influential History of Merchant Shipping and Ancient Commerce, a four-volume work. Lindsay died at his estate of Shepperton Manor in Middlesex, England, on August 28, 1877.
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Literature

It is no overstatement to say that the Civil War was waged almost as fiercely on the printing presses of America as it was on its battlefields. No U.S. conflict has inspired as much literary output, both before and during hostilities, and none has exercised as lasting a sway over the imagination of the writing and reading public. To this day, the Civil War continues to be refought, reassessed, and reimagined in a gamut of works from potboilers to books that have entered the American literary canon. Civil War literature covers a full range of genres—essays, memoirs, poetry, novels, short stories, and drama—and addresses both adult and juvenile as well as popular and literary readerships. Moreover, the war has been viewed through shifting prisms, conditioned by diverse literary movements, two world wars, a major economic depression, and a host of other international conflicts. To the historian, this diversity demonstrates that the interpretation of war forms part of an ongoing cultural dialogue.

Leading Up to the War: Abolitionist Controversy

Territorial acquisitions in the wake of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) exacerbated sectional conflict between the industrialized North and the agricultural South. In the literary world, the controversy centered on slavery, spurred by debate over the Wilmot Proviso (1846) and other policies. Few prominent American intellectuals and writers remained neutral. A constellation of prominent Northern writers joined the ranks of abolitionists—including James Russell Lowell, John Greenleaf Whittier, William Ellery Channing, William Lloyd Garrison, Henry David Thoreau, and Walt Whitman—and voiced their views in poetry and essays.

Even more significantly during the antebellum years, slave narratives gave African Americans a human identity by chronicling the tribulations of bondage and a series of harrowing escapes to freedom. From 1840 to 1861 alone, more than 60 of these narratives were published, far exceeding the number released during the previous 100 years. The best known include Frederick Douglass’s Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave (1845), Sojourner Truth’s Narrative of Sojourner Truth, a Northern Slave (1850), and Harriet Ann Jacobs’s Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861).

The work of some white Northern writers catapulted the abolitionist controversy to new heights. Shortly after the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which appeared first in serial form (1851–1852) in the abolitionist paper the National Era, was published as a two-volume book in 1852. Within 60 days of its publication, Uncle Tom’s Cabin had sold 50,000 copies and was soon translated into more than 60 languages. Criticized for her lack of firsthand experience with Southern conditions, Stowe nevertheless showed considerable objectivity, making both the North and the South complicit in their perpetuation of slavery. Stowe’s work was more a call to conscience than a call to military conflict, however.

No sooner had Stowe’s novel appeared in book form than a host of so-called anti–Uncle Toms appeared in the popular press. Between 1852 and the beginning of the Civil War, at least 27 antiabolitionist works responded to her novel, addressing both juvenile and adult readerships. Among these responses, Mary Henderson’s Aunt Phillis’s Cabin (1852) was commercially the most successful. Offering a sarcastic critique of Stowe’s text, Henderson endeavors to demonstrate the happiness of Southern slaves, as opposed to the tribulations of free blacks and the new “slaves,” Northern members of the exploited industrial working class. Posing a similar argument, Caroline Lee Hentz’s The Planter’s Northern Bride (1854) claims that Southern slaves are contented and well looked after; as Moreland tells his bride, the daughter of a Northern abolitionist, “the negro, native of a tropic zone, and constitutionally adapted to its heat, luxuriates in the beams which would parch us with fever.”

Literature during the Civil War: 1861–1865

The onset of war in 1861 led to an even larger literary output, much of it jingoistic and sentimental, alongside a few works of lasting merit. While paper and ink shortages increasingly hampered Southern literary production during the war, the North had the advantage not only of superior economic resources but also of powerful writers whose names still figure in the American literary canon. From the aged Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (“The Cumberland,” 1862) to Ralph Waldo Emerson (“Boston Hymn” and “Voluntaries,” 1863) to the reclusive Emily Dickinson (“Whole Gulfs of Red, and Fleetsof Red,” 1862), a constellation of major poets addressed the conflict.

With two poets in particular, Herman Melville (Battle-Pieces and Aspects of the War, a collection of poems published in 1866 but mostly written during the war years) and Walt Whitman (Drum-Taps, 1865), war poetry distanced itself from war propaganda. The experience of the common soldier infuses Whitman’s poetry, such as in “The Dresser” when he speaks of blood-reddened grass and refuse pails soon filled with bloody rags. Furthermore, Whitman’s elegy on the death of President Abraham Lincoln, “When Lilacs Last in the Door-Yard Bloom’d” (Sequel to Drum-Taps, 1865–1866), constitutes possibly the most lasting epitaph of the Civil War in its juxtaposition of the “debris of all dead soldiers,” who have escaped suffering, and “the living [who] remain’d and suffer’d.” Melville’s vision of the Civil War, although coming from a Unionist and an abolitionist, is similarly equivocal: the war is fought by the “ignorant impulse of youth” (“The March into Virginia Ending in the First Manassas, July 1861”), and in modern warfare, “warriors / Are now but operatives” of machinery developed by tradesmen and artisans (“A Utilitarian View of the Monitor’s Fight with the Merrimac”).

Interestingly, Nathaniel Hawthorne voices a similar view of the technology of modern warfare in an essay written shortly before his death, “Chiefly about War-Matters: By a Peaceable Man” (1862). Moreover, Hawthorne astutely predicts that the outcome of the Civil War will not benefit “the present generation of negroes … who must henceforth fight a hard battle with the world, on very unequal terms.”

From both Northern and Southern perspectives, the Civil War inspired much patriotic poetry and prose, most of it in popular journals. Among Confederate poets, Henry Timrod, often dubbed the poet laureate of the South, was well known in Southern literary journals; his best-known poems throughout the war include “Ethnogenesis,” “The Cotton Bowl,” “Carolina,” “A Cry to Arms,” and finally an “Ode” (1867) to the dead of a lost war. Other prominent poems included James Ryder Randall’s “Maryland, My Maryland” and Francis Orray Ticknor’s “Little Giffen,” a popular sentimental ballad about a Confederate soldier published shortly after the war.

Juvenile literature proved to be a particularly fertile field, especially in the genre of the dime novel. Fiction such as William Taylor Adams’s Soldier Boy and Sailor Boy (1863, published under the pseudonym Oliver Optic) and Horatio Alger’s Frank’s Campaign (1864) mainly portrays plucky red-blooded youths for whom the Civil War is a source of advancement and adventure. Girls’ fiction offered less scope for adventure, mainly focusing on domestic pursuits, as in Louisa May Alcott’s “Nelly’s Hospital” (1865), which concerns a little girl who inspires her elders by setting up a play hospital. Jane Goodwin Austin’s Dora Darling, the Daughter of the Regiment (1864), however, places a young girl in more dangerous circumstances when, accompanied by her slave Pic, Dora joins forces with a Union regiment, serving as the adoptive daughter of its members and undergoing adventures that include an abduction.

More than in poetry or narrative fiction, the horrors of conflict found their true voice in lightly fictionalized memoirs, of which only a few appeared during the war years. In works such as Notes of Hospital Life (anon., 1864) and Alcott’s Hospital Sketches (1863), as in Whitman’s Drum-Taps, the army hospital memoir combines grim realism with feeling in depictions of the wounded or dying soldier.

Even during the conflict, moreover, writers such as John Abbott and Horace Greeley were churning out histories of the war, chiefly sold by subscription. By 1864, Abbott had already produced two volumes of his History of the Civil War in America, and the first volume of Greeley’s The American Conflict had been a great financial success. On a more modest scale, the Southern journalist Edward A. Pollard published The First Year of the War in 1862, followed by The Second Year of the War in 1863. The final two volumes, however, did not come out until the close of the war, and in 1866 a New York publisher released Pollard’s better-known Lost Cause: A New Southern History of the War of the Confederates. The theme of his title was to recur frequently in postbellum Southern literature.

The Postwar Years to 1900

During the immediate postwar period up until the early 1870s, the Civil War continued to maintain its grip on the popular imagination. After a brief period of relative disinterest, the final 15 years of the century marked a renewed upsurge. In the South there emerged the mythology of the Lost Cause, the final stand of chivalrous gallantry in the face of the crass materialism of Reconstruction. This romantic view was perpetuated by postwar novels such as John Esten Cooke’s Surry of Eagle’s Nest (1866) and the popular poetry of Father Abram Ryan (“The Sword of Robert E. Lee,” 1867). Similarly, Thomas Nelson Page’s collection of short stories titled In Ole Virginia or Marse Chan and Other Stories (1887) harks back nostalgically to antebellum days.

Other works with a Southern focus adopted a more objective stance. Albion W. Tourgée’s novel Toinette (1874), for instance, points out that although Northern writers may have exaggerated the bad treatment of slaves, Southern racial prejudices prevent blacks, mulattoes, and whites from viewing each other as equals. Shortly thereafter, George Washington Cable attacked the treatment of African Americans in a Creole setting in novels such as Madame Delphine (1881), Dr. Sevier (1884), and The Silent South (1885).

Nevertheless, as in the Civil War, Northern writers predominated during the postbellum period. John W. DeForest’s Miss Ravenel’s Conversion from Secession to Loyalty (1867), which combines sentimentality with graphic battle scenes, is about Lillie Ravenel’s conversion to the Union cause by means of her love for two men, one from Virginia and the other from New England. In contrast, Rebecca Harding Davis’s Waiting for the Verdict (1867) comes to no positive conclusion in its treatment of a romance between a mulatto slave and a white heroine. After the Civil War, Davis implies, blacks and whites alike are still waiting for racial justice.

More than the novel, however, the short story reviewed the war in a disquieting context that combined both realism and the uncanny. For instance, S. Weir Mitchell’s bizarre short story “The Case of George Dedlow” (1866) is a macabre but psychologically astute account of postoperative trauma. Written some 20 years later than Mitchell’s story, Ambrose Bierce’s narratives also reflect the effect of Civil War trauma on the writer-veteran in a mixture of realism and the supernatural. Collected as Tales of Soldiers and Civilians (1891), Bierce’s best-known stories include “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge,” about the hanging of an alleged spy, and “Chickamauga,” a chillingly surrealistic tale of a deaf-mute child who goes lost in the forest while the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) is raging near his home.

That some of the most powerful poetry and fiction of the Civil War emerged from Stephen Crane, born six years after the conflict had ended, attests not only to Crane’s brilliance but also to the indelible mark of the war on the American consciousness. In the indifferent universe of the fin de siècle naturalist writer, the Civil War has been de-romanticized. As Crane suggests in “War Is Kind” (1899), flags and eagles “make plain … the excellence of killing.” His landmark novel The Red Badge of Courage (1895) ironically presents a young soldier whose “red badge of courage” actually results from cowardice.

Few works of interest emerged from the stage during and after the Civil War. Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin had a lasting impact, leading to melodramatic, burlesque, minstrel, or satirical reinterpretations from 1852 until as late as 1930. The Civil War itself did not become a topic for the stage until the late 19th century, when a number of largely forgotten dramas were performed, chiefly in New York theaters. These included William Gillette’s Held by the Enemy (1886), Bronson Howard’s Shenandoah (1889), and David Belasco’s The Heart of Maryland (1895).

In contrast with theater, memoirs proliferated in the 45 years after the Civil War. Prominent Southern military memoirs include Richard Taylor’s Destruction and Reconstruction: Personal Experiences of the Late War (1879), John Singleton Mosby’s War Reminiscences and Stuart Cavalry Campaigns (1887), and James Longstreet’s Annals of the War Written by Leading Participants (1879). Unique in the Southern corpus of memoirs is the semifictional essay of Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens), “The History of a Campaign That Failed” (1885), which recalls the writer’s brief induction into a Southern company before his travels westward. In a more serious vein but still laced with self-effacing humor, Samuel Watkins’s Co. Aytch (1882) is one of the most readable Civil War memoirs. Told from the perspective of an ordinary soldier, Co. Aytch carries its narrator through the major battles of the Civil War, and its final message is one of disillusionment, albeit devoid of Lost Cause sentimentality.

On the Northern side, the victors were also busily writing history. William T. Sherman’s militarily incisive memoirs appeared in 1875, followed by those of Ulysses S. Grant (1885–1886) and Philip H. Sheridan (1888). Thomas Wentworth Higginson offers a vivid if condescending view of black soldiers in his Army Life in a Black Regiment (1869), and Walt Whitman interpreted the Civil War in prose as well as in poetry, publishing his Memoranda during the War in 1876 and his Specimen Days and Collect in 1882.

The War Continues: From the 20th Century to the Present

After a period of relative disinterest during the first 30 years of the 20th century, the Great Depression of the 1930s shifted the public imagination backward, often in a nostalgic search for the lost romance of the past. Surprisingly, the civil rights era of the 1960s, coupled with the centennial of the Civil War, prompted relatively few works apart from an upsurge of juvenile fiction. In the wake of the Cold War and Ken Burns’s powerful and well-received 11-hour television documentary, The Civil War (1990), an unprecedented number of novelists turned their attention to the Civil War in the 1990s, a popularity that continues until today.

As in the previous century, memoirs were among the historiographically most significant contributions to Civil War literature. Susie King Taylor’s Reminiscences of My Life in Camp (1902) represents one of the relatively few African American memoirs that emerged from the war, written from the humble perspective of a regimental laundress, the wife of a soldier. Three Confederate women’s diaries, edited and released in the 20th century, are also of major importance: Sarah Morgan Dawson’s Confederate Girl’s Diary (1913), Kate Stone’s journal Brokenburn (1955), and, most importantly, Mary Boykin Chesnut’s Diary from Dixie, first published in 1905 and then republished in 1949. Supplemented by further scholarship, Chesnut’s work was released again in 1981 as Mary Chesnut’s Civil War.

Although poetry took second place to prose narrative, a virtual war of the poets reflects a pendular shift in focus from the pre-Depression era to the Civil Rights era. In 1928 the modernist poet John Allen Tate, a founding editor of the Fugitive, a Nashville journal that represented traditional Southern values in the face of urban industrialization, published his most famous poem, “Ode to the Confederate Dead.” In many ways, his poem reflects Henry Timrod’s “Ode” of 1867, first sung to commemorate the graves of the Confederate dead at Magnolia Cemetery, South Carolina. The 1960s, however, marked the dawning of a new era, and Robert Lowell, formerly Tate’s disciple, saw that the times had changed. During his first public reading of “For the Union Dead” (1960), he announced that his poem “is about childhood memories, the evisceration of our modern cities, civil rights, nuclear warfare, and more particularly, Colonel Robert Shaw and his Negro regiment, the Massachusetts 54th.” In short, the romance of the Lost Cause had yielded to the politically activist 1960s.

The novel, however, predominated in 20th-century Civil War literature, and Southern writers rose to prominence. Evelyn Scott’s panoramic novel The Wave (1929) blends Northern, Southern, black, white, male, and female characters in the sweep of its narrative. With a more limited focus, William Faulkner’s early novel The Unvanquished (1938), his only work dealing directly with the Civil War, celebrates the gallantry and heroism of his focal family, the Sartorises, but ironically dwells on the erosion of honor codes in the course of the conflict. Stark Young’s So Red the Rose (1934), an epic picture of plantation culture, has often been compared with Margaret Mitchell’s epic novel Gone with the Wind (1936), the blockbuster of the 20th century.

That Mitchell’s novel appeared at the height of the Great Depression is perhaps little surprise because of its powerful intertwining of nostalgia for a lost cause with the compelling needs of postwar commercialized society. The two central characters—Scarlett O’Hara and Rhett Butler—represent opportunistic forces determined to survive the cataclysms of defeat and Reconstruction. In essence, Scarlett becomes a symbol of the New South, one who still, paradoxically, yearns for old securities, such as at the end of the novel when she decides to return to the plantation and take comfort in her black mammy’s embrace.

As with Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin and Tate’s “Ode to the Confederate Dead,” Mitchell’s novel prompted an intertextual dialogue, demonstrating that the battles of the Civil War were not over. As with Tate and Lowell, more than a generation separated the original work from its detractors. Margaret Walker’s Jubilee (1966) is indirectly a reply to Gone with the Wind. In Jubilee, however, the racial order is reversed, for Vyry, the survivor-heroine of Walker’s novel, is a plantation cook, the illegitimate child of her master. More directly than Jubilee, Alice Randall’s The Wind Done Gone (2001) serves provocatively as both a parody and a rebuttal of Gone with the Wind. Like Walker, Randall inverts the power structures of Mitchell’s novel, writing the book as the diary of Cynara, Scarlett’s mulatto half sister. Drawing as it does from Gone with the Wind, Randall’s novel achieved notoriety through an intellectual property suit launched by Mitchell’s trust. The case was dropped in 2002.

While a sprinkling of well-known adult novels appeared from midcentury to the end of the 1980s, juvenile fiction predominates. Harold Keith’s Rifles for Watie (1957) received a Newbery Medal; other works include Will Henry’s Journey to Shiloh (1960), David Honig’s Walk Like a Man (1961), and Patricia O’Brien ‘s Glory Cloak (1974), in which a young girl accompanies first Louisa Alcott and later Clara Barton to the hospital wards of the Civil War.

Prominent adult novels of this period include Shelby Foote’s Shiloh (1952), which, however, has been overshadowed by the same writer’s massive Civil War: A Narrative History (1958); Mackinlay Kantor’s Andersonville (1955); Michael Shaara’s Pulitzer Prize–winning Killer Angels (1974); and Don Bannister’s Long Day at Shiloh (1981). Concurrently, female adventure also came to the forefront, as in Rita Mae Brown’s High Hearts (1986), in which a woman disguises herself as a man to enter the Confederate cavalry.

The Civil War came into its fictional heyday in the final years of the 20th century. The 1990s saw a popular series of novels by Bernard Cornwell—such as Rebel (1993), Copperhead (1994), Battle Flag (1996), and Bloody Ground (1996)—and a continuation of the series launched by Michael Shaara in 1974. After his father’s death, Jeff Shaara produced Gods and Generals (1996), a prequel to the earlier Killer Angels, and a sequel, The Last Full Measure (1998). Charles Frazier’s highly popular Cold Mountain (1997), winner of the National Book Award, traces the trek of a wounded soldier homeward to the South, pursued by Home Guard troops. As a reworking of the Homeric Odyssey, Frazier’s book may well become a classic of Civil War literature. Also written from a provocative perspective, Kevin Baker’s Paradise Alley (2002) deals with the 1863 New York City Draft Riots.

Even though Walt Whitman predicted that “the real war will never get in the books” (Specimen Days, 1882), the vast volume of Civil War literature demonstrates that the fictional war, if not the real war, is very much alive in the books.
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Little, Lewis Henry

Birth Date: March 19, 1817

Death Date: September 19, 1862

Confederate officer. Lewis Henry Little was born in Baltimore, Maryland, on March 19, 1817. In 1839 he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 5th U.S. Infantry Regiment and was assigned to a number of posts before earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1845. He participated with the 7th Infantry in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), during which his commendable service at the Battle of Monterrey (September 21–24, 1846) earned him a brevet to captain. On August 20, 1847, Little was promoted to permanent captain.

On May 7, 1861, Little resigned his commission and joined the Confederate Army as a major. After a brief stint in an artillery outfit, he was assigned to Major General Sterling Price’s staff with the rank of colonel and the position of assistant adjutant general. In January 1862 Little received command of the 1st Brigade, Missouri State Guard, and led it ably during the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862). In recognition of his abilities, he was promoted to brigadier general on April 16, 1862, and in June took command of the 1st Division, Army of the West. At the Battle of Iuka (September 19–20, 1862) in Mississippi, Little’s men gave ground only when overwhelmed by superior Union numbers.

As the battle continued beyond nightfall, Little was shot dead from his horse as he talked with General Price. Because of Little’s untimely demise, Price decided not to launch a counteroffensive on September 20 and instead withdrew. Brigadier General Louis Hébert succeeded Little in command.
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Little Crow’s War

See Sioux Uprising

_______________________

Little Osage River, Kansas, Skirmish at

Event Date: October 25, 1864

The last in a series of three battles fought on the same day during Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). Following his defeat in the Battle of Westport (Kansas City), Missouri, on October 23, 1864, Price disengaged and withdrew southward along the Missouri-Kansas state line back to Arkansas. Now greatly outnumbered, he hoped to bring back some 500 wagons full of desperately needed supplies. Major General Alfred Pleasonton’s Provisional Cavalry Division of the Department of the Missouri pursued Price’s force.

Before dawn on October 25, two of Pleasonton’s brigades caught up with Price and attacked his Army of Missouri at a place known as Trading Post on the Marais des Cygnes River, just inside Kansas and 60 miles south of Westport. A second larger battle occurred 6 miles to the south later that morning at Mine Creek, with Price again able to get the bulk of his wagons and men to safety.

Following the Battle of Mine Creek, Price continued his movement south toward Fort Scott. Eight miles south of Mine Creek, he again experienced difficulty with his supply train while crossing a ford of the Little Osage River and was again forced to make a stand. The ensuing skirmish is known as the Battle of the Little Osage River and alternately as the Battle of the Marmiton River (today the Mamaton), the Battle of Shiloh Creek, and the Battle of Charlot’s Farm. With his force again outnumbered as in the two earlier battles this day, this time Union brigadier general John McNeil with two brigades from Pleasonton’s division hesitated to order an all-out assault with the troops immediately available against what was obviously a far larger number of Confederates. Unknown to McNeil, however, many of the Confederates were unarmed.

Two hours of skirmishing followed, with only light casualties on both sides. Pleasonton’s troopers were now quite unorganized and their horses were exhausted, and the troopers were thus unable to carry out an effective pursuit. In the three battles on October 25, however, the Confederates had lost in excess of 1,300 men, most of them captured, as well as a number of their guns and wagons. Union losses were about a tenth that number.

The last battle of the raid occurred at Newtonia, Missouri, on October 28. Ultimately only half of Price’s original force of 12,000 men made it to Arkansas.
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Little Rock Campaign

Start Date: Mid-July 1863

End Date: September 11, 1863

Union military campaign that resulted in the capture of Little Rock and Union control of the strategically important Arkansas River Valley. In July 1863, circumstances appeared favorable for such an operation. On July 4 Vicksburg fell, and Union forces won the Battle of Helena. These two victories freed up troops for operations elsewhere. At the same time, Union authorities in Missouri believed that Confederate forces, far from being limited by the Battle of Helena, were actively planning an invasion of Missouri. The Union response was to dispatch Brigadier General John Wynn Davidson and 6,000 cavalry from Pilot Knob, Missouri, into Arkansas. The Union troopers crossed the St. Francis River at Chalk Bluff on July 19–20 and proceeded to Wittsburg on the St. Francis River. By July 28, they had been resupplied from the Union base at Helena.

Major General Sterling Price took command of the Confederate District of Arkansas on July 23. Ordering his cavalry to harass the advancing Union troopers and delay them as long as possible, he established a defensive line on Bayou Meto at present-day Jacksonville. He also established fortifications on high ground opposite Little Rock. Price, however, had only some 8,000 men. On August 8, Davidson linked up at Clarendon with a U.S. Navy flotilla. The ships then proceeded up the White and Little Red Rivers, capturing several Confederate steamers and skirmishing with Confederate forces.

With Union troops now released with the surrender of Vicksburg, Major General Frederick Steele at Helena assumed command of the campaign. On August 10–11 he set out across eastern Arkansas with some 7,000 men to join Davidson at Clarendon, although on reaching there he reported some 1,000 men sick. Steele sent his cavalry toward Little Rock while moving his infantry to healthier ground at DeValls Bluff on the White River by August 23.

The first major encounter between the Union and Confederate cavalry occurred on August 15 near Brownsville, north of present-day Lonoke. Both sides sustained only light casualties, but the Confederates, commanded by Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke, retired on Bayou Meto.

On August 27, Davidson attacked the Confederate Bayou Meto fortifications. Confederate brigadier general Lucius M. Walker had charge there, although Marmaduke exercised actual field command. The battle devolved into an artillery contest, with only limited cavalry and infantry combat, and ended with a Union withdrawal and 7 dead and 38 wounded; Confederate casualties are not known. Despite the rebuff of the attackers, that evening Price ordered the defenders to fall back on Little Rock. Union reinforcements joined Steele on September 2, bringing his strength up to some 15,000 men and 49 guns. Uncertain that he could hold Little Rock, Price ordered supplies moved from that place to Arkadelphia. He now commanded only 7,749 men.

The Confederate defense was hobbled by a feud between Marmaduke and Walker that had been ongoing since the Battle of Helena and had now broken into the open when Marmaduke charged Walker with cowardice at Bayou Meto. On the morning of September 6, the two men met in a duel at the Lefevre plantation east of Little Rock, which ended with Walker fatally wounded and Marmaduke under arrest, although he was freed in time for the Battle of Little Rock.

Meanwhile, Steele decided to cross the Arkansas River at a horseshoe bend in the river east of Little Rock. He sent a diversionary force east of the crossing site to confuse Confederate cavalrymen who were trying to cover a dozen fords across the river as Union engineers constructed a pontoon bridge at the actual crossing site. The Confederates opened artillery fire that evening on the river bend, but massive Union counterbattery fire drove them off, and on September 10, Union cavalry and infantry held a beachhead on the south side of the Arkansas River.

As Union cavalry moved against the Confederate defenders along Bayou Fourche, the Union infantry moved west along the north bank of the Arkansas River. With his defenses now effectively flanked, Price ordered his infantrymen to abandon the entrenchments north of the river and withdraw to the southwest. By 5:00 p.m. the Confederates had completely abandoned Little Rock, and two hours later civilians formally surrendered the Arkansas capital city to Union control. A halfhearted and largely ineffective pursuit of the Confederates on September 11 closed out the Little Rock Campaign. Union casualties totaled 147; the Confederates lost 64.

The 1863 Little Rock Campaign effectively limited the Confederate presence in Arkansas to the southern half of the state, ending plans to use the state as a base of operations to attack Missouri. The capture of Little Rock also helped produce President Abraham Lincoln’s Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction of December 8, 1863, which provided that a Unionist government could be established in a seceded state if 10 percent of the 1860 voters took a loyalty oath. This occurred in Arkansas, with Isaac Murphy sworn in as governor on January 4, 1864.
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Livermore, Mary Ashton Rice

Birth Date: September 19, 1820

Death Date: May 23, 1905

Associate director of the Northwestern Branch of the U.S. Sanitary Commission. Born in Boston on September 19, 1820, Mary Ashton Rice graduated from an all-female seminary in Charlestown, Massachusetts, in 1836. From 1839 to 1842, she was a tutor on a Virginia plantation, an experience that caused her to become an abolitionist. She then was the head of a private school in Duxbury, Massachusetts, for three years. In 1845 she married Universalist minister Daniel P. Livermore, and in 1847 they moved to Chicago.

Before and during the Civil War, Livermore rose through the ranks of Chicago’s voluntary associations, including the U.S. Sanitary Commission, the Chicago branch of which she helped to organize. Livermore held the office of associate director along with two men and Jane Hoge, a friend who shared with Livermore the great workload and inspired Livermore with confidence. To countless visitors, the two women became the faces of the commission. Many times each day they convinced skeptical would-be donors of the agency’s merits. In addition, they oversaw the sorting of tons of donated goods, packing and sealing boxes to be sent to the front lines. They recruited nurses to serve at army posts and handled a voluminous amount of correspondence. Finally, they planned and led two huge sanitary fairs in Chicago that raised considerable funds. Eventually they disbursed more than $1 million in relief.
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Mary A. Livermore became an abolitionist as a consequence of her experience as a tutor on a Virginia plantation. During the Civil War she became a prominent figure in the U.S. Sanitary Commission, which supported Union soldiers in the field. (L. P. Brockett, Woman’s Work in the Civil War, 1867)

Besides office responsibilities, Livermore’s wartime activities involved a fair amount of travel, during which she met both President Abraham Lincoln and Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant. Following an early 1863 visit to the armies camped outside Vicksburg, Livermore helped prevent an outbreak of scurvy there by collecting and shipping more than 1,000 bushels of vegetables to the troops. Finally, in an era when women who spoke to mixed audiences were considered inappropriate, Livermore learned to give compelling speeches before large mixed groups of men and women.

Livermore’s wartime work made her aware of the restrictions that society imposed on women. In 1863 a builder refused to sign a contract with Livermore and Hoge because they were women, even though they were agents of the Sanitary Commission and had in their possession both the money and the lumber necessary to construct the building. In the decade following the war, women’s rights became one of Livermore’s most important causes. She wrote articles for various magazines and helped organize the Illinois Woman Suffrage Association.

Still in print today, Livermore’s My Story of the War (1889) sold approximately 60,000 copies in its first decade. It offers a woman’s perspective on the Civil War, gives details about military hospitals and relief work, describes her encounters with prominent Union officials, and provides glimpses into the operations of the Sanitary Commission. Livermore was a nationally known figure by the time of her death in Melrose, Massachusetts, on May 23, 1905.
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Locke, David Ross

Birth Date: September 20, 1833

Death Date: February 15, 1888

Influential journalist and political satirist. David Ross Locke was born on September 20, 1833, in Broome County, New York. By age 12, he had become an apprentice printer. In 1851 he relocated to Cleveland, Ohio, where he worked as a printer. From there Locke moved to Pittsburgh, where he worked as a printer and a reporter for a local newspaper. In 1853 he and a partner bought their own newspaper, a weekly with a small circulation in Plymouth, Ohio. Three years later, Locke purchased a larger newspaper in Bucyrus, Ohio, which he promptly fashioned into a Republican Party mouthpiece. This began Locke’s long affiliation with the Republicans.

Locke used his newspaper to lambaste the Democrats, slavery, and the influence of Southern planters on the U.S. Congress. He also publicly satirized the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1857 Dred Scott decision. By 1859, Locke had begun writing humorous—sometimes satirical—letters to the editor under an assumed name that addressed a host of contemporary political and social topics. He enthusiastically embraced the Union cause when the Civil War began in April 1861. Later that year he purchased the Jeffersonian, based in Findlay, Ohio. There he began writing his most famous satires in the form of letters signed by “Petroleum Vesuvius Nasby.”

The letters slammed the Copperheads and those who criticized the Abraham Lincoln administration and also raised issues such as racism and the alleged inferiority of Southern society. The letters quickly gained wide appeal, particularly after Murat Halstead, editor of the Cincinnati Commercial, began running them in his paper. Other Northern papers followed suit, and by late 1862 at least 50 newspapers were reprinting the bitingly satirical letters. President Lincoln was so taken with them that he often opened cabinet meetings by reading from them as a way to introduce some levity into the White House. As the war neared its end in 1865, Lincoln personally drafted a telegram to Locke thanking him for his staunch support.

After the war Locke ran the Toledo Blade, with which he would remain until his death. Although he did not consider himself a Radical Republican, by the summer of 1866 he began speaking out against President Andrew Johnson’s policies. Locke also advocated Johnson’s impeachment. In the late 1860s, Locke began delivering a series of speeches in which he urged equal rights for African Americans. He also produced several plays and novels. Locke died on February 15, 1888, in Toledo, Ohio.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Copperheads; Dred Scott Case; Halstead, Murat; Journalism; Lincoln, Abraham

Further Reading

Harrison, John M. The Man Who Made Nasby: David Ross Locke. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1969.

Harrison, John M., and Jennifer Mount, eds. The Blade of Toledo: The First 150 Years. Toledo, OH: Toledo Blade, 1985.

_______________________

Lockwood, Henry Hayes

Birth Date: August 17, 1814

Death Date: December 7, 1899

Union officer. Born in Kent County, Delaware, on August 17, 1814, Henry Hayes Lockwood graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1836 and was commissioned a brevet second lieutenant in the 2nd Artillery Regiment. Promoted to second lieutenant on July 30, 1836, he fought in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842).

Resigning his commission on September 12, 1837, Livingston spent the next four years farming in Delaware. On November 4, 1841, he was appointed professor of mathematics in the U.S. Navy. “Professor” was a term reserved for any naval instructor either aboard ship or in the various naval yards. After service at sea during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and a brief assignment at the Philadelphia Naval Asylum, Lockwood was assigned to the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, as professor of natural and experimental philosophy (then the name for physics). In 1851 he was designated professor of field artillery and tactics with the additional title of professor of astronomy and gunnery. By the beginning of 1861, Lockwood had been in the navy for 19 years: 3 years of service at sea and 16 years ashore.

With the start of the Civil War, Lockwood was placed on duty with the army and was commissioned a colonel in command of the 1st Delaware Infantry Regiment on May 25, 1861. On August 8, 1861, he was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers, the first navy officer to be commissioned a general officer in the army. Stationed in Virginia, Lockwood commanded the prison at Point Lookout and the Union defenses of the lower Potomac River. While still serving in the army, on March 3, 1863, Lockwood was advanced to the relative rank of commander in the navy. His first combat came in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where he led a brigade of XII Corps in the Army of the Potomac.

The brigade was then assigned garrison duty near Harpers Ferry for five months before Lockwood was assigned in December 1863 to command the Middle Department at Baltimore, Maryland. He rejoined the Army of the Potomac in April 1864 and commanded a division of V Corps in the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Afterward he was again assigned to the Middle Department and commanded a collection of units that rushed to the defense of Washington during Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early’s raid that reached the outskirts of the U.S. capital in July.

Mustering out of the army in August 1865, Lockwood returned to the Naval Academy, where he resumed his teaching. In 1870 he was assigned to the Naval Observatory in Washington, where he remained until his retirement on August 16, 1876. He was promoted to the relative rank of captain in the navy on May 31, 1872, and in 1882 as a retired professor, his relative rank was upgraded to commodore. He therefore joined Major General/Rear Admiral Samuel P. Carter as one of two naval officers to reach flag rank in both the army and the navy. Rear Admiral Raphael Semmes was the only individual to achieve that same distinction in Confederate service. Lockwood died in Georgetown in the District of Columbia on December 7, 1899.
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Logan, John Alexander

Birth Date: February 9, 1826

Death Date: December 26, 1886

Union officer. Born in Jackson County, Illinois, on February 9, 1826, John Alexander “Black Jack” Logan studied law and served as a second lieutenant in an Illinois regiment during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) prior to embarking upon a political career. A Democrat, he served in the Illinois legislature before being elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1858. Reelected in 1860, he took a strong pro-Union stance. Although still a civilian, he joined the fighting during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). He then raised a volunteer regiment, the 31st Illinois Infantry, becoming its colonel.
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John A. Logan was certainly one of President Abraham Lincoln’s most successful political appointments to general rank. A Union major general, Logan distinguished himself throughout the war, in the Vicksburg, Atlanta, and Carolinas campaigns. (Library of Congress)

Logan saw action at the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861) and was wounded at the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862). On March 24 he received promotion to brigadier general of volunteers. He then commanded a brigade in the Army of the Tennessee during the operations against Corinth, Mississippi (May 3–30, 1862). He assumed command of a division in November, and his promotion to major general came on November 29. He led a division in XVII Corps during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and in December 1863 became commander of XV Corps, Army of the Tennessee.

When Major General James B. McPherson was killed during the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864), Logan assumed command of the Army of the Tennessee. His inspiring leadership helped to rally the staggered force. Despite his conspicuous performance and an excellent record as a combat commander, Logan was passed over for the permanent command, which went to Major General O. O. Howard, a West Pointer. Although embittered, Logan served through the end of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) but left the army in September to campaign for President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection. Returning to duty at Savannah, Georgia, in January 1865, Logan led XV Corps throughout Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April) and closed the war as commander, again, of the Army of the Tennessee. Logan resigned his commission in August 1865.

Logan returned to politics as a Republican, serving in both the House (1867–1871) and Senate (1871–1877, 1879–1886) and mounting an unsuccessful run for the vice presidency in 1884. He also wrote extensively, extolling the virtues of the volunteer soldier (he harbored a deep resentment of the professionals), and became active in veterans’ affairs. Clearly among the more capable of the so-called political generals, Logan died in Washington, D.C., on December 26, 1886.
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Logan, Thomas Muldrup

Birth Date: November 3, 1840

Death Date: August 11, 1914

Confederate officer. Thomas Muldrup Logan was born on November 3, 1840, in Charleston, South Carolina, and graduated from South Carolina College in 1860. In 1861 as a volunteer, he saw action during the April 12–14 bombardment of Fort Sumter and then helped raise a company that would become part of the Hampton Legion. Logan was subsequently commissioned a first lieutenant in the legion and saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). He was advanced to captain later that month.

Logan’s next major action occurred at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862) during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), where he sustained a wound. He then saw action at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and won praise for his leadership during the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), which resulted in his promotion to major. He was promoted to lieutenant colonel in December.

Logan was next assigned to a brigade under Brigadier General Micah Jenkins and saw combat during the Siege of Suffolk (April 11–May 4, 1863). Later that year he was dispatched to Tennessee, performing admirably during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20) and the Knoxville Campaign (November–December).

After being dispatched east and performing staff duties for General P. G. T. Beauregard, Logan was appointed colonel of the Hampton Legion on May 19, 1864. Wounded on June 13, he did not return to active duty until year’s end. In early 1865 he took charge of a cavalry brigade in North Carolina during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865) and served under his former mentor, Lieutenant General Wade Hampton. Promoted to brigadier general on February 15, the 24-year-old Logan made a determined stand at Bentonville (March 19–21) before surrendering at Durham Station the following month.

After the war, Logan became a successful railroad developer in Virginia and a shrewd stock speculator. He died on August 11, 1914, in New York City.
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Logistics, Union and Confederate

Activities of warfare that support strategy and tactics, including troop mobilization, transportation, and replacement; production or procurement of weapons, ammunition, and other war material; provisioning of food for animals and humans; acquisition and maintenance of equipment; housing; medical services; fuel; and transportation. In previous wars, military commanders faced several choices: supply their army from rear bases supplemented by bases created as they moved, which made for a powerful and far-ranging but slow advance; have the army carry with it in the field all necessary supplies, which would enable a powerful but slow advance and only for 10 days or so; or have their army carry only its ammunition and forage for food as it went, which was effective only in fertile areas during or soon after growing season. The Civil War was the first conflict to make extensive use of railroads, and this brought a revolution in logistics.

Railroads were 10 times more effective at carrying loads than were wagons drawn by mules or horses and were 5 times faster, which meant fresher food, more rested troops, and larger amounts of ammunition. Trains were also capable of removing larger numbers of wounded more quickly. In addition to railroads, geography gave an advantage to the side that could more effectively utilize rivers for logistics purposes as well as for strategy and tactics.

At the beginning of the war, the Union had an enormous advantage in population, manufacturing, exports and imports, railroads, and numbers of horses and mules. The Union boasted a population of 23 million, 1.3 million of them industrial workers. The Confederacy had a population of only 9 million (nearly 4 million of them slaves), of whom only about 110,000 were industrial workers. The Northern states had 9 times the exports and 20 times the imports of Southern states and accounted for 95 percent of all ships entering or leaving American ports. The Union had 22,835 miles of railroad track, while the seceded states had just 8,783 miles of track. Furthermore, Northerners owned 2.7 million more draft animals (horses, mules, and oxen) than did Southerners. Despite this large imbalance of resources, however, the Confederate states had the advantage of being able to move men and supplies over shorter distances along interior lines of communication.

At the outset of the war, the Union faced logistical confusion, with states and the federal government often duplicating procurement and supply activities and even competing with one another for resources. By the end of 1862, however, Union logistics were firmly in the hands of the War Department, with quartermaster Brigadier General Montgomery Meigs efficiently organizing most procurement and transport. At the same time, commissary general of subsistence Brigadier General Joseph P. Taylor was responsible for the procurement and distribution of food, which he handled with great efficiency. A system was developed by which the food, weapons, and other materials would be purchased throughout the Northern states and concentrated in depots at St. Louis, Louisville, and Washington, D.C., there to be shipped to the various field commands. The only exception to this system was in the case of flour, purchased locally by troops, and beef cattle, which accompanied the armies and were slaughtered as needed.

To make maximum use of railroads, the government turned to industry and commissioned railroad men. One of these, Herman Haupt, used his West Point training and civilian railroading background to create an effective railroad support system for the Army of the Potomac. Insisting that railroads were too important to be left to amateurs, he mandated that railroaders rather than military officers operate them, formed a transportation corps to do so effectively, and drew up a set of procedures that soon was adopted by all Union armies. The system was operating so well by the spring and summer of 1862 that Major General George B. McClellan could land an army of nearly 60,000 men on the Virginia Peninsula at the beginning of April and conduct military operations there until the beginning of July, with his force swelling to 128,000 men and 25,000 horses and yet not lack supplies. This was no mean feat, as the force’s consumption of foodstuffs, ammunition, clothing, fodder, and other supplies reached 1 million pounds per day.

As the war continued, Haupt created a system by which trains from the North would pass through Washington to Alexandria, Virginia, there to be loaded onto barges, transported by water to Aquila Creek, and offloaded onto tracks to proceed onward to Falmouth. In 1863 this one line hauled an average of 800 tons of supplies per day, more than half of it forage for animals. The need for animals was such that the Union Army required about 500 additional horses per day by the middle of the war.

As the war drew on and Union armies penetrated deep into the Confederacy, the logistics situation evolved. Not only did the growing size of the Northern armies bring greater demand for supplies, but these same armies were destroying more and more of the Confederacy’s logistical capacity. The capture of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863, opened the Mississippi River to the free flow of Union troops and supplies along its entire length while disrupting Confederate supply routes to and from the Trans-Mississippi West. Because of the effectiveness of a new construction corps created to lay new tracks and repair damages inflicted by Confederates, Major General William T. Sherman could mount his Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) supported by a single railway line bringing supplies all the way from Louisville, Kentucky. After capturing Atlanta, Sherman was able to destroy his own railroads and conduct a devastating march to Savannah and then northward through the Carolinas by living off the land, supplying himself with local goods, and destroying what he could not consume to deny it to the enemy. At the same time, Major General Philip Sheridan’s force was turning the Shenandoah Valley, a Confederate breadbasket, into a virtual wasteland.

The Confederacy suffered greatly because of its inability to organize and systematize logistics. Insistence on states’ rights often forestalled or derailed attempts to centralize procurement and distribution. The first quartermaster general of the Confederacy, Colonel (later Brigadier General) Abraham C. Myers, pieced together a bureaucracy to cope with the huge logistical problems that the South faced, but he could never overcome the lack of manufacturing resources and the insufficiency and inefficiency of the railroads, nor could he persuade civilians not to hoard foodstuffs. He was also hamstrung by his own inability to engage in long-term planning and manage his staff. His successor, Brigadier General Alexander R. Lawton, also had to cope with the often chaotic transportation system while dealing with the increasing scarcity of material and losses of foodstuffs, supplies, and productive land to the Northern armies. While no strong leadership emerged in either the Confederate Army or civilian government to develop coherent plans, policies, and procedures for coordinating Southern logistics, railroad companies often could not be persuaded to cooperate with military needs, and the Confederates were unable to put in place a credible railroad board at the national level. Although Southern commanders sometimes were able to use railroads brilliantly for strategic and tactical purposes, they seemed lacking in any sophisticated grasp of the ways in which technology was changing logistics.
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Lomax, Lunsford Lindsay

Birth Date: November 4, 1835

Death Date: May 28, 1913

Confederate officer. Lunsford Lindsay Lomax was born in Newport, Rhode Island, on November 4, 1835. Lomax’s parents were Virginians, and he was sent to Virginia for primary schooling before graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1856. Assigned to the 2nd U.S. Cavalry, he never reported to that unit, instead transferring to the 1st Cavalry, in which he served on the western frontier until his resignation from the U.S. Army on April 25, 1861, shortly after his promotion to first lieutenant. Three days later he accepted a commission as a captain in the Virginia state forces and served on the staff of General Joseph E. Johnston. Lomax was subsequently commissioned in the Confederate Army. Transferred to the western theater, he served as inspector general on the staffs of Brigadier General Ben McCulloch and Major General Earl Van Dorn, attaining the rank of lieutenant colonel and seeing action during the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) and the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862).

On February 8, 1863, Lomax was promoted to colonel and transferred east to command the 11th Virginia Cavalry. He participated in the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863) and the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July). On July 23, 1863, Lomax was advanced to brigadier general and given command of a brigade that fought in numerous engagements, including the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11, 1864), the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12), and the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11–12, 1864).

On August 10, 1864, Lomax was promoted to major general and given command of a cavalry division in General Jubal Early’s army in the Shenandoah Valley and thereafter fared poorly in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19) and the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22). Captured at the Battle of Tom’s Brook (October 9), the so-called Woodstock Races, Lomax escaped a few hours later. On October 31 he took command of Early’s cavalry and on March 29, 1865, assumed command of the Valley District. After the fall of Richmond, Lomax’s command made its way to North Carolina, where it joined forces under General Joseph E. Johnston.

Following the war, Lomax engaged in farming in Caroline County, Virginia, until he accepted the presidency of the Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College (later the Virginia Polytechnic Institute, better known as Virginia Tech) in 1886, a position he held for five years. He later helped to compile information for the Official Records of the war and served as a commissioner of the Gettysburg National Military Park. Lomax died in Washington, D.C., on May 28, 1913.
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Long, Armistead Lindsay

Birth Date: September 3, 1825

Death Date: April 29, 1891

Confederate officer. Armistead Lindsay Long was born on September 3, 1825, in Campbell County, Virginia. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1850. Commissioned an artillery officer, he saw duty on the western frontier and in Florida and held numerous garrison assignments, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1854. In May 1861 he was named aide-de-camp to U.S. Army brigadier general Edwin V. Sumner, his father-in-law.

On June 10, 1861, Long resigned his U.S. commission and became a Confederate major of artillery, initially serving as a staff officer for Brigadier General William W. Loring. Advanced to lieutenant colonel, Long was dispatched to Charleston, South Carolina, late in the year and became a staff officer for General Robert E. Lee. Long soon became an indispensable assistant to Lee and for almost two years served the general as military secretary.

When Lee took charge of the Army of Northern Virginia on June 1, 1862, he insisted that Long accompany him as his principal aide and secretary. Long remained with Lee during numerous epic battles and campaigns, including the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). In addition to assisting Lee, Long was also frequently called upon to supervise artillery deployment.

On September 23, 1863, Lee appointed Long chief of artillery for II Corps; Long was advanced to brigadier general to date from September 21. He remained with II Corps until war’s end. Long performed well during the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863), the Overland Campaign (May–June 1864), and the early stages of the Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865), but illness forced him to miss the major battles of September and October 1864.

After the war Long worked as an engineer for a canal company, but in 1870 he lost his eyesight and was unable to continue in his work. With the help of a secretary, he wrote Memoirs of Robert E. Lee: His Military and Personal History, which was first published in 1886. It provided rich insights into Lee’s life and military career, particularly during the Civil War. Long died on April 29, 1891, in Charlottesville, Virginia.
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Long, Eli

Birth Date: June 16, 1837

Death Date: January 5, 1903

Union officer. Eli Long was born in Woodford County, Kentucky, on June 16, 1837, and graduated from the Frankfort Military Academy in 1855. In 1856 he received a commission as a second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Cavalry. He served on the frontier, earning promotion to first lieutenant in March 1861.

With the outbreak of the Civil War, Long was advanced to captain in May 1861. In the August reorganization of the regular army, the 1st Cavalry was redesignated the 4th Cavalry and assigned to the western theater. Long was brevetted for an action at Farmington, Tennessee, in October 1862 and was wounded during the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863).

In February 1863 Long entered the volunteer establishment as colonel of the 4th Ohio Cavalry, but within a month he had command of a cavalry brigade in the Army of the Cumberland, which he led during the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3), at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20), and during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November) and the Knoxville Campaign (November–December), winning another brevet. He led his brigade in Brigadier General Kenner Garrard’s division and was quite active during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) until being wounded in the Battle of Lovejoy’s Station (August 20).

Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers, Long returned to duty to command the 2nd Cavalry Division of the Military Division of the Mississippi, which he led superbly during Brigadier General James H. Wilson’s devastating raid through Alabama (March 22–April 20, 1865) before being wounded in the head during the Battle of Selma (April 2, 1865). Brevetted major general of volunteers and through major general in the regular army, Long mustered out of the volunteer establishment in January 1866. He retired from the regular army the following year and was placed on the retired list at the grade of major general, although by law he was reduced to brigadier general on the retired list in 1875. Long settled in Plainfield, New Jersey, and practiced law until his death in New York City on January 5, 1903.
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Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth

Birth Date: February 27, 1807

Death Date: March 24, 1882

American poet, educator, translator, and linguist. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was born in Portland, Maine (then part of Massachusetts), on February 27, 1807. He attended Bowdoin College and began to write poetry, which was published in various magazines and newspapers. After graduating in 1825, he traveled to Europe, where he studied French, Italian, German, and Spanish. Longfellow returned to the United States in the early summer of 1829 and became a professor of modern languages at his alma mater. In the meantime, he continued to compose poetry and translate foreign poetry into English.

In 1836 Longfellow joined the faculty of Harvard College as a professor of modern languages. Thereafter, he broadened his linguistic studies to include Danish, Swedish, and Icelandic, among other languages. By 1839, Longfellow’s poetic output had greatly increased, and he began publishing in numerous prestigious outlets. By the mid-1850s, he had become one of the nation’s premier poets and was certainly its most popular. Longfellow supported abolitionist efforts and frequently wrote of his hopes that the North and South would one day be able to coexist in harmony. His first abolitionist work, Poems of Slavery, was published in 1842. Although known best for his lyric style, Longfellow also composed poems employing free verse, sonnets, heroic couplets, and ballads, among other forms. Some of Longfellow’s contemporary critics accused him of being overly slavish to existing European poetic forms, but this did not diminish his popularity.

In 1861 amid the turmoil of the start of the Civil War, Longfellow published what was perhaps his most popular poem, “Paul Revere’s Ride,” which was an attempt to provide the nation with a patriotic, unifying message in the midst of great discord and disunion. Longfellow’s wife died that year, and grief over the loss prevented him from composing new poetry for several years. Nevertheless, he busied himself with more translations, and he became the first American to translate Dante Alighieri’s Divine Comedy into English.

Longfellow’s talents earned him much praise, an adoring public, and considerable money. Indeed, he became by the 1860s America’s first celebrity poet, recognized as such both abroad and in the United States. He also influenced a host of other poets. After a period of physical decline during which he became rather cloistered, Longfellow died on March 24, 1882, in Cambridge, Massachusetts. After his death and continuing into the 20th century, Longfellow’s work became increasingly less popular.
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Longstreet, James

Birth Date: January 8, 1821

Death Date: January 2, 1904

Confederate officer. Born the son of a farmer in Edgefield District, South Carolina, on January 8, 1821, James Longstreet spent his early years in Augusta, Georgia, but, on the death of his father, moved with his mother to Somerville, Alabama. Longstreet secured an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. There he became friends with Ulysses S. Grant and graduated in 1842. As a second lieutenant in the 4th Infantry Regiment, Longstreet served in Louisiana and Missouri. He then served with the 8th Infantry Regiment in Florida.

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Longstreet first served under Major General Zachary Taylor in northern Mexico, where Longstreet took part in the Battle of Monterrey in September 1846. He then served under Major General Winfield Scott in the Veracruz to Mexico City Campaign. Longstreet was brevetted captain following the Battle of Churubusco in August 1847 and major after the Battle of Molino del Rey that September. Longstreet was badly wounded in the Battle of Chapultepec the same month. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1847, he made captain in 1852 and became a staff major and paymaster in 1858.
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Confederate lieutenant general James Longstreet was a highly effective corps commander in the Army of Northern Virginia, who also served in the Western Theater. Many Southerners chose to regard Longstreet as responsible for the Confederate defeat at Gettysburg, largely because he became a Republican and accepted a government post after the war. (National Archives)

With the beginning of the Civil War, Longstreet resigned from the U.S. Army on June 1, 1861, and accepted a commission as a brigadier general in the Confederate Army on June 17. He commanded troops in fighting at Centreville, Virginia, on July 18 and earned recognition in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Promoted to major general on October 7, Longstreet commanded a division in the Peninsula Campaign at Yorktown and then fought a skillful delaying action at Williamsburg (May 5, 1862). During the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), however, his failure to move swiftly threw off Confederate commander General Joseph E. Johnston’s plans, but Longstreet performed well under General Robert E. Lee during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862).

Lee dispatched Longstreet, in command of five divisions representing more than half of Lee’s infantry, to join with forces under Major General Thomas J. Jackson, defeating Major General John Pope’s Army of Virginia in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). Although he opposed Lee’s invasion of Maryland, Longstreet led his corps and fought well at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17). Promoted to lieutenant general in October 1862, in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13), Longstreet’s I Corps held Marye’s Heights, defending it against numerous costly Union assaults.

In early 1863 Lee sent Longstreet on foraging operations (the Suffolk Campaign), and he thus missed the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Following the death of Jackson from wounds sustained in that battle, Longstreet became Lee’s chief subordinate, known as Lee’s “Old War Horse.” Longstreet opposed Lee’s decision to fight at Gettysburg (July 1–3) and especially Lee’s failed frontal assault (Pickett’s Charge) on July 3.

Sent west with most of his corps to reinforce General Braxton Bragg, Longstreet arrived there in time to command a wing of Bragg’s army in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where he was able to take advantage of Major General William Rosecrans’s critical error that shifted a Union division out of the line. Longstreet grew disgruntled under Bragg and performed poorly during the early actions at Chattanooga before Bragg essentially sent him away. While Bragg besieged Chattanooga, Longstreet moved against Union major general Ambrose E. Burnside at Knoxville but failed to dislodge him and had to begin a siege, which denied Bragg support at Chattanooga.

In April 1864 Longstreet rejoined Lee in Virginia, and Longstreet and his men fought effectively against the Union forces in Grant’s Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Badly wounded in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Longstreet relinquished command to recuperate. Returning to duty that November, he fought in the remaining actions of the war near Petersburg and Richmond, serving with Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia to the final surrender at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865.

After the war, Longstreet alienated Southerners when he became a Republican, renewed his friendship with Grant, and served in a variety of U.S. government posts, including minister to Turkey (1880). Many proponents of the Lost Cause found it easy to make Longstreet a scapegoat, blaming him, for example, for his delay in attacking on the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg and his opposition to the ill-conceived charge of the third day as well as for mistakes made by Lee there. Longstreet wrote extensively to defend his role in that battle, publishing his memoirs in 1896. He initially settled in New Orleans, Louisiana, but later moved to Gainesville, Georgia, where he died on January 2, 1904. Greatly respected by his men, who called him “Old Pete,” Longstreet, while careful and judicious in his planning, was an able commander and tactician with a talent for defensive warfare. A fine corps commander, Longstreet lacked the aptitude for independent command.
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Lookout Mountain, Battle of

Event Date: November 24, 1863

Major engagement of the Chattanooga Campaign. Dubbed the “Battle above the Clouds,” the Battle of Lookout Mountain formed part of Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s effort to break Confederate general Braxton Bragg’s siege of Chattanooga, Tennessee, which had been in effect since the Union defeat in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863).

Lookout Mountain is a prominent geographical feature rising some 1,200 feet above the Tennessee River Valley southwest of Chattanooga. The mountain is situated just south of a U-shaped bend in the Tennessee River opposite a finger of land known as Moccasin Point. Although the mountain’s lower slopes are gentler, near the summit the terrain is nearly vertical on three sides. There is also a local climatic phenomenon that often creates a mist bank halfway up the mountain. This condition existed on the day of the battle. Lookout Mountain was an important part of the Southern line. Although the main Confederate position in front of Chattanooga was to the north and east along Missionary Ridge, control of Lookout Mountain enabled Bragg to cut off supplies to beleaguered Chattanooga by way of the Tennessee River.

Grant, the new overall commander in the western theater, arrived at Chattanooga on October 23. Opening the water supply route of the Tennessee River to the city became Grant’s first priority, and on October 27 Union troops under Brigadier General W. F. “Baldy” Smith floated down the river past Lookout Mountain to carry out a successful amphibious assault on the Confederates holding Brown’s Ferry on the Tennessee River to the north of the mountain. Union troops then constructed a pontoon bridge there, creating the so-called Cracker Line supply route that avoided Mocassin Point to the south entirely. Bragg’s plan to starve the Union troops out of Chattanooga had failed.

Grant quickly built up Union strength in men and supplies in order to take the offensive. As finalized, Grant’s plan called for four Union divisions under Major General William T. Sherman to make the principal assault against the right of the Confederate position on Missionary Ridge. At the same time, Union forces under Major General George H. Thomas would demonstrate against the Confederate center on Missionary Ridge, and two divisions under Major General Joseph Hooker would assault Rossville Gap to the southwest, then maneuver to the Confederate rear. To reach Rockville Gap, however, Hooker would have to get past Lookout Mountain.

On November 23, Thomas’s men moved out of their trenches before Chattanooga and occupied Orchard Knob to the east, about halfway between the Union and Confederate lines. Grant then ordered Hooker, his force now increased from two to three divisions, to take Lookout Mountain. This would serve to secure the Union rear.

The next day, November 24, Hooker began the Battle of Lookout Mountain. Major General Carter L. Stevenson commanded the Confederate division defending the mountain. Two brigades were on the front line, another two brigades were on the summit, and an additional two brigades were in reserve. The principal Confederate defenses were on the northwestern base of the mountain to enable control of the road along the river. A further line of defense ran from the summit eastward, with a few artillery pieces on the summit sited northward in order to enfilade a Union attack on Missionary Ridge. The defenses were well constructed, with numerous rifle pits and artillery positions. Many of the routes to the summit were blocked with abatis of downed tree trunks. Stevenson expressed concern to Bragg that he lacked the men necessary to hold the mountain. Bragg responded that he did not think a Union attack on his left was likely but promised reinforcements if it occurred.
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The capture of Lookout Mountain, Tennessee, on November 24, 1863. Known to history as the “Battle above the Clouds,” it was one of the major engagements making up the November 23–25 Battle of Chattanooga. (Library of Congress)

Hooker’s men reached Lookout Creek early on November 24, only to discover that the recent rains had made the creek difficult to ford, and there was only one small bridge below Lookout Mountain. Union brigadier general John W. Geary had been ordered to march his division down Lookout Valley to Wauhatchie two miles to the south, where there was a ford that could be used to cross the creek. Meanwhile, a Union brigade demonstrated in front of the bridge to hold the attention of the Confederate defenders, while a bridge of felled trees was thrown across the creek to the north. Obscured by the mist in the valley, Geary’s troops surprised the Confederate pickets at the ford at approximately 8:00 a.m. and then began an assault of the northwestern face of Lookout Mountain. Fog, rain, and mist covered the area, with the result that although the fighting could be heard in Chattanooga, the progress of the battle was unknown to Grant. Observing from Grant’s headquarters on Orchard Knob, Brigadier General Montgomery C. Meigs later dubbed the fighting for Lookout Mountain the “Battle above the Clouds.”

Geary’s troops were able to push to where the other Union divisions, led by Brigadier General Charles Cruft’s division, were now crossing on the pontoon bridge. Geary’s attack from north to south took Confederate brigadier general Edward C. Walthall’s defending brigade in the flank, forcing it to retreat up the northern slopes of the mountain. Union artillery supported the advance from across Lookout Creek, as did the Union batteries across the Tennessee River on Moccasin Point.

Initially the Union assault went well. As the troops pushed farther up the mountain, however, they came under fire from their own batteries, which were in effect firing blind. Word had to be sent back to stop the supporting fire. By midday, all of Hooker’s troops had crossed Lookout Creek. About halfway up the northern slope of the mountain, the Confederates reorganized their defenses at the Craven farm on the mountain’s northeast face. The battle centered on the Craven farmhouse. The arrival of Union reinforcements at about 1:00 p.m. forced the defenders back an additional 400 yards, however. Here the Confederates received reinforcements from Brigadier General Edmund W. Pettus’s brigade. The Union attack continued to press forward. The mist thickened, however, and at about 2:00 p.m. Hooker, also concerned that some of his men were running short of ammunition, ordered the troops to throw up entrenchments on their present positions.

The fighting died down by early evening, with the Union troops in possession of the majority of the Confederate position but not yet having cleared the plateau on top of the mountain. Meanwhile, Stevenson’s repeated requests to Bragg for reinforcements went unacknowledged. Then late in the afternoon Bragg sent word for Stevenson to withdraw his men from Lookout Mountain that night and reposition them on the extreme right of the Missionary Ridge line. This movement was accomplished, and by 8:00 p.m. all of Stevenson’s men were gone.

The next morning, November 25, the 8th Kentucky Infantry reached the deserted summit of Lookout Mountain and there planted the Union flag, clearly visible to Union troops poised to attack up Missionary Ridge. Hooker then moved on Rossville Gap.

Grant was pleased. Not only had his forces taken Lookout Mountain, but Sherman had also taken a key position north of Missionary Ridge. That day, November 25, Grant would launch the major effort against Missionary Ridge itself. Losses in the battle for Lookout Mountain are difficult to assess and are usually included in the wider Chattanooga Campaign. One estimate, however, sets Union casualties at 89 dead and 532 wounded and Confederate losses at 521 killed and 1,251 wounded or captured.
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Loring, William Wing

Birth Date: December 4, 1818

Death Date: December 30, 1886

Confederate officer. William Wing Loring was born on December 4, 1818, in Wilmington, North Carolina. When he was quite young, he moved with his family to St. Augustine, Florida. At age 14, he joined the Florida Militia and saw action against the Seminoles at the beginning of the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). The following year against his father’s admonitions, he went to Texas to fight in the Texas Revolution. His father, however, insisted upon his return, and the young Loring returned to Florida, where he saw more action during the Second Seminole War, ultimately rising to the rank of second lieutenant.

Loring then attended boarding school in Virginia and studied at Georgetown University. He next studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1842. From 1843 to 1845, he served in the Florida legislature while at the same time practicing law.

In 1846 Loring received a direct commission as captain in the new Regiment of Mounted Rifles. Promoted to major the following year, he commanded the regiment in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He saw considerable action during the 1847 Mexico City Campaign and was severely wounded—losing his left arm—at the Battle of Chapultepec. He was twice brevetted for his service during the war and in 1848 was promoted to lieutenant colonel.

Loring remained in the army, serving throughout the West and engaging in sporadic skirmishes there with Native Americans. In 1856 he was promoted to colonel, the youngest in the regular army at the time, and in 1859 he traveled to Europe, where he studied military tactics. He also visited Egypt and Turkey.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Loring declared for the Confederacy and was appointed a colonel, only to be elevated to brigadier general on May 20, 1861. He was given command of troops in western Virginia (West Virginia). Loring saw action at the Battle of Cheat Mountain (September 11–15, 1861). In December, Loring’s brigade was assigned to Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s command.

On January 23, 1862, Jackson positioned Loring at Romney in western Virginia with three brigades, ordering him to occupy Romney and hold it against a potential Union offensive. Already annoyed with his commander, Loring complained to the Confederate War Department that his men were in a dangerous and exposed position. When Confederate secretary of war Judah Benjamin telegraphed Jackson to recall Loring’s three brigades, Jackson threatened to resign his commission, and it was only upon the direct intervention of Virginia’s governor that he agreed to continue.

Following this so-called Loring-Jackson Controversy, Loring received promotion to major general in February 1862 and command of the Army of Southwestern Virginia. That December he was transferred to Mississippi, where he commanded a division under Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton. During Union major general Ulysses S. Grant’s attempt to assault Vicksburg from the north during the winter and early spring of 1863 in the Yazoo Pass Expedition, Loring famously stood on a cotton bale and exhorted his men to “Give them blizzards, boys!” From then on, he carried the nickname “Old Blizzards.” Loring’s division was separated from Pemberton’s command following the Confederate defeat at Champion Hill on May 16, 1863, and thus was not forced to surrender when Vicksburg fell on July 4. Loring joined General Joseph Johnston’s force and fought during the Siege of Jackson (July 10–16, 1863) and the Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864).

Loring commanded his division under Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk during the early stages of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), and when Polk died in June 1864, Loring briefly commanded his corps in the Army of Tennessee. Wounded during the Battle of Ezra Church (July 28, 1864), Loring returned to duty for General John Bell Hood’s invasion of Tennessee (November–December) and saw action during the Carolinas Campaign (January–April 1865).

When the Civil War ended in 1865, Loring engaged in banking in New York before traveling to Egypt, where he served as a senior army officer until 1879. He returned home and in 1884 published A Confederate Soldier in Egypt. Loring died in New York City on December 30, 1886.
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Loring-Jackson Controversy

Start Date: January 1862

End Date: February 1862

Disagreement between Confederate major general Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson and his subordinate, Brigadier General William W. Loring. The clash between these two officers almost cost the Confederacy the services of Jackson, one of its ablest generals. The controversy began in late 1861 when Jackson, commander of the Valley District, suggested that his troops move from Winchester northwest toward Romney in western Virginia (West Virginia), where a Union garrison protected the vital Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. Jackson received reinforcements in late December, when Loring joined him with three brigades from western Virginia.

Jackson, with four brigades, began his advance on Romney on January 1, 1862. His troops moved north toward the Potomac River and unsuccessfully threatened the Union garrison at Hancock, Maryland. He then moved south to the small village of Unger’s Store to rest his troops, who were exhausted from campaigning in winter weather. Meanwhile, the Union commander in Romney evacuated the town, believing that Jackson led 16,000 troops, double the number he actually possessed.

Jackson then occupied Romney on January 15. Mud, snow, and cold made for miserable conditions as Jackson’s men took up positions around the town. On January 23 Jackson marched his old command, the Stonewall Brigade, back to Winchester, which he had left virtually defenseless, leaving behind at Romney three brigades under Loring.

Jackson’s January 23 departure opened the Loring-Jackson controversy, which had been building during this brief campaign. Many of Loring’s officers and men believed that Jackson favored his old brigade. With Jackson gone, that resentment burst into open dissension. On January 26, several officers presented a petition to Loring, asking that he contact the War Department to describe the miserable conditions at Romney and request transfer of the three brigades to Winchester or another more favorable location. Some also voiced concern that Jackson’s move had left Romney unduly exposed to Union attack, a claim that could not be substantiated.

Loring sent the petition to Jackson, who, although he disapproved of it, duly forwarded it to the War Department. On January 30, Secretary of War Judah Benjamin sent a telegram to Jackson indicating that he had heard rumors that Union forces were moving to cut Loring’s supply route and asking that Jackson withdraw Loring’s troops to Winchester at once. Outraged at what he considered outside interference with his command, Jackson fulfilled Benjamin’s directive on January 31 but asked that he be relieved of duty and transferred to the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) and there resume his prewar career as a professor. He further advised that if a reappointment to VMI was not secured, he would tender his resignation immediately. Benjamin was taken aback by Jackson’s request. Within days, Jackson’s supporters tried to quell the controversy and prevent Jackson’s resignation. Virginia governor John Letcher and General Joseph E. Johnston both chided Benjamin and his staff for their handling of the affair, and on February 6 Letcher went to Winchester to try to persuade Jackson to change his mind, which he did. In the end, Loring’s men were withdrawn from Romney on February 2–4, and Loring was transferred to southwestern Virginia after being promoted to major general.
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Lost Cause

Romanticized celebration of the Old South, veneration of the Confederate war effort, and apologia for the Confederate defeat. The term “Lost Cause” stems from the title of Edward A. Pollard’s 1866 history of the Civil War. Pollard made it clear that even in defeat, Southerners could take pride in Confederate heroism and in the nobility of the South’s struggle for independence. The Lost Cause philosophy, reinforced by the antebellum romantic tradition, gave Southerners a means to interpret their collective wartime experience. The Lost Cause dominated white Southern perspectives from the 1880s to the 1930s, allowing Southerners and other Americans to enshrine a set of values, beliefs, symbols, and heroes that served to justify the South’s struggle for independence and temper its feelings of guilt, shame, and loss.

While Pollard’s work represented an effort to come to grips with defeat, the Lost Cause interpretation evolved into a movement that included not only a literary reimagining of the Civil War era that often verged on mythology but also a massive memorialization effort that involved a good deal of iconography. Indeed, purveyors of the Lost Cause created a public memory that all too often became accepted as historical fact throughout the country.

And while the term “Lost Cause” may have originated with Pollard, many of the assertions that embodied the narrative had already been embraced by Southerners, even if they knew them to be untrue. General Robert E. Lee, who became the greatest symbol of the Lost Cause, actually laid much of the groundwork in his farewell address to the Army of Northern Virginia following his surrender at Appomattox. He wrote to his men that he was “compelled to yield to overwhelming numbers and resources.” Indeed, the Confederacy had faced overwhelming numbers and resources from the start and thus truly fought a lost cause. But as the narrative evolved, the greatness of the Confederate leaders, especially Lee and Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, and the fighting prowess of the Confederate soldiers grew to mythic proportions. Thus, the Confederates could not have been defeated militarily. Union victory was the result only of superior manpower and material resources.

Over time, especially after his death in 1870, Lee became increasingly identified with the Lost Cause, the infallible Christian warrior and perfect Southern gentleman. As a result of his secular beatification, he assumed an unassailable reputation. Lee’s losses—such as at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), for which Lee, by the way, assumed full responsibility—were attributed to the errors of others, namely Lieutenant General James Longstreet. Stonewall Jackson, Albert Sidney Johnston, and others enjoyed similar treatment. Former Confederate leaders such as Jefferson Davis and Jubal A. Early embraced and then spread the Lost Cause gospel in their postwar writings, often doing so to rehabilitate their own reputations or justify their wartime actions.

The Lost Cause narrative grew increasingly hostile toward the Union war effort. Not only did it diminish the military accomplishments of the Union armies, but it often portrayed Northern commanders as brutish butchers, barbarians who wantonly ravaged the Southern heartland. Northern soldiers became automatons of a heartless industrial society. Confederate soldiers, by contrast, remained virtuous, steadfast defenders of the homeland, while officers were portrayed as noble and chivalrous, the best that a superior culture could offer.

In addition to its inaccurate and idealized presentation of military men and events, the Lost Cause narrative effectively wiped away slavery as a primary cause of the Civil War, emphasizing instead states’ rights and the legality of secession as well as Northern economic aggression. Slavery, if even mentioned, was depicted as a benign institution of happy, loyal, contented slaves and benevolent masters. Furthermore, the Lost Cause rhetoric imagined a solid Christian South united in its struggle against an unholy invader, when this clearly was not the case.

As Reconstruction faltered and waned and reconciliation became a national goal, the Lost Cause interpretation gained acceptance throughout the country as a means to that end, much to the displeasure of African Americans and most former Union soldiers. Lee then transcended the Confederate pantheon to become perhaps the most revered and respected general in American history, North and South. Ulysses S. Grant, on the other hand, arguably the greatest commander in the Civil War, saw his reputation suffer.

During the war, many Southerners believed that victory depended on the virtue of the nation, which was often displayed through fasting, humiliation, and public prayer. Although defeat had burdened the South with questions concerning the righteousness of the struggle, the experience of the war left Southerners with no doubt that they were a noble and virtuous people. In the face of devastation, defeat, and poverty, the Lost Cause narrative helped to rekindle the spirit of wartime unity among Southerners, which had been shaped from the Confederate national experience. The Lost Cause also reflected a spiritual need to transform the Confederate wartime experience into images that reflected both nobility and virtue.

As they had been in wartime, Southern women were credited for sustaining the nation’s morale and never doubting the Confederate cause or its eventual triumph, while Southern soldiers were praised for their tenacity and spirit and their noble conduct. Beginning in the decade after the war, Southerners organized historical societies to collect, preserve, and publish materials related to Southern history that stressed the so-called exalted principles that led to the war and the honor and heroism of the people who fought in the war. The most prominent of these organizations was the Southern Historical Society, founded in New Orleans in 1869.

Memorializing was essential to the perpetuation of the Lost Cause narrative. The Confederacy’s leaders, most notably the Virginians Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson, were extolled for their skills as field commanders but also for their Christian faith and personal integrity. Richmond, Virginia, the former capital of the Confederacy, was the site of the first postwar gathering of Confederate veterans and wartime leaders, on October 26, 1875. There they dedicated a statue of Jackson, a gift to the city from a British admirer of the general. More than 50,000 people attended, including Jackson’s widow and daughter. In 1888 a monument to Major General George Pickett’s division was also dedicated at Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond after a request to place the monument on the Gettysburg battlefield was denied. These were among the first public memorial activities in the South, which over the next 60 years became a mainstay of postwar Southern culture.

In May 1890 a grand monument to General Lee was dedicated in Richmond. More than 9,000 people helped drag the four boxed sections of the statue to the site. Between 100,000 and 150,000 people attended the statue dedication, including former Confederate generals Jubal Early and Joseph E. Johnston.

In 1892 a monument to Lee’s lieutenant, A. P. Hill, was dedicated in Richmond. In 1893 Jefferson Davis’s body was reburied in Hollywood Cemetery. A year later, the city dedicated a monument to Confederate soldiers and sailors. More than 100,000 people attended that ceremony. In 1896 the first White House of the Confederacy became a museum. In 1907 the J. E. B. Stuart monument was dedicated, and some 1,500 Confederate veterans from all over the South marched past the statue carrying battle flags. The Jefferson Davis monument was also dedicated to coincide with the Confederate veterans’ reunion.

Memorial exercises and commemorations such as these served to remind Southerners of the special significance of their veterans. The Lost Cause interpretation provided the veterans with an opportunity to be associated with something noble while enhancing their sense of self-worth and value as guardians of Southern culture.

The popularity of Lost Cause activities led to an ardent interest in organizing veterans and their relatives. The United Confederate Veterans was organized in New Orleans in 1889, followed in 1894 by the United Daughters of the Confederacy and in 1896 by the Sons of Confederate Veterans. The United Confederate Veterans’ annual reunions began in 1890 and continued through 1932. The members collected historical documents and formed history committees to promote the justness of the Southern cause, the valorous conduct of the Southern people in the war, and the idea that the South’s sacrifices helped bring about a stronger and greater nation.

By the 20th century, major tenets of the Lost Cause narrative had become accepted fact, gaining legitimacy in the writings of Douglas Southall Freeman and others. Literature and motion pictures helped to cement the Lost Cause narrative in the popular culture of the entire nation. With D. W. Griffith’s highly influential film Birth of a Nation (1915), which glorified the Ku Klux Klan, and Margaret Mitchell’s 1936 novel Gone with the Wind and the epic 1939 film that it spawned, the Lost Cause interpretation came to dominate America’s perception of the Civil War and Reconstruction. Now into the 21st century, the Lost Cause narrative endures. Although discredited by most historians, it endures in the bitter debates over the Confederate flag and in the rhetoric of heritage groups, often to the detriment of a better understanding of the Civil War era.
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Loudoun Rangers

Independent Union partisan force. Mustered into federal service on June 20, 1862, the Loudoun Rangers was an independent ranger force approved for Union service by Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton in early 1862. The Loudoun Rangers consisted of volunteers from the northern Piedmont area of Virginia (including Loudoun County, hence the name) and was the only military unit raised for Union service in Virginia. The outfit was commanded by Captain Samuel C. Means; a second company was later added, commanded by Captain Daniel M. Keyes. The Loudoun Rangers came into being as Union forces occupied Loudoun County in anticipation of operations in the nearby Shenandoah Valley. The outfit was also designed to counter Confederate guerrilla forces operating in northern Virginia and the Shenandoah Valley. Unionist sentiments were particularly strong in the northern Piedmont, especially among Germans living in the area.

Beginning in early 1863, the Loudoun Rangers’ main target became Lieutenant Colonel John S. Mosby’s 43rd Battalion of Virginia Partisan Rangers, popularly known as Mosby’s Rangers. Like the Loudoun Rangers, Mosby’s outfit recruited from the northern Virginia Piedmont and operated chiefly in that area as well as in the Shenandoah Valley and western Maryland. The two opposing ranger units fought each other for the better part of two years, although Mosby’s force seemed to usually maintain the upper hand.

Near Point of Rocks, Maryland, on July 4, 1864, Mosby and a force of 150 rangers ambushed a Union column, which included the Loudoun Rangers. The Confederate force mauled the Federals and burned storehouses and a canal boat before retreating. On October 14, 1864, Mosby’s Rangers staged another ambush, routing a group of Loudoun Rangers. Meanwhile, other members of the Loudoun Rangers participated in Union major general Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). The last confrontation between the Loudoun Rangers and Mosby’s men occurred on April 5, 1865, at Halltown, Virginia, where Mosby’s men seemingly appeared from nowhere and captured nearly the entire Union outfit after a brief fight.
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Louisiana

Deep South state bordering both the critical Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico. Louisiana had a population in 1860 of 708,000 people, of whom approximately 350,000 were white. The state encompasses 47,752 square miles and is bordered by Texas to the west, Arkansas to the north, Mississippi to the east, and the Gulf of Mexico to the south. Louisiana has a somewhat varied climate, with the northern and inland portions having a generally warm but four-season climate. The southern part of the state and those areas near the Gulf and other large bodies of water have a subtropical climate characterized by exceedingly hot and humid long summers and brief, mild winters.

Louisiana is dotted with bayous, swamps, rivers, and freshwater lakes, making it a largely inhospitable place in which to wage land battles. This rendered traditional military maneuvers difficult to impossible to implement. In the northern and inland areas of the state, cotton was the staple crop; in the southern areas, rice and sugarcane predominated. Louisiana’s economy was mainly agricultural, based on the traditional slave-driven plantation system. At the beginning of the Civil War, Louisiana had few large industries. Its largest city was New Orleans, critically important to both sides in the war because control of the city meant control of the mouth of the Mississippi River. In peacetime, some 1,900 ships entered the Gulf from the city. New Orleans was easily the Confederacy’s most vital seaport and its largest and wealthiest city. Securing the city was a major goal of the Union’s Anaconda Plan. Beyond denying the South this outlet for the shipment of cotton, securing the entire Mississippi River would open the so-called Father of Waters to oceanic shipping for goods from the Midwest, helping to bind that region to the Union cause. This would also isolate the Trans-Mississippi West from the remainder of the Confederacy.

The Mississippi River, the port of New Orleans, and a large supply of cotton, livestock, food, military goods, and manufacturing potential all made Louisiana essential to the Confederacy. New Orleans boasted some manufacturing facilities, and its shipyards could produce wooden gunboats and ironclads, while exports of Louisiana cotton would help finance the Southern war effort.

Until the election of Abraham Lincoln as president of the United States in November 1860, many Louisiana residents were opposed to secession. In January 1861, however, the state’s voters sent delegates to the Louisiana Secession Convention in Baton Rouge, where the Ordinance of Louisiana Secession, the sixth among Southern states, was passed on January 26, 1861.

The state saw no combat until April 1862, when Flag Officer David G. Farragut’s Union warships shelled Forts Jackson and St. Philip south of New Orleans before moving on to take New Orleans. The city surrendered on April 25, 1862. On May 1, 1862, some 13,000 Union troops under Major General Benjamin Franklin Butler arrived to begin a long and controversial military occupation of New Orleans. Although highly unpopular with the residents, the Union occupation of New Orleans at least spared the city the wholesale destruction suffered by other Southern cities. Following the surrender of New Orleans, Farragut moved on to Baton Rouge, which was also quickly occupied.

The Federals governed Louisiana from New Orleans, while the Confederates were forced to move their capital first to Opelousas and then to Shreveport. Confederate forces managed to retain control of much of western Louisiana but lost most of the southern portion to Union forces. Nevertheless, Confederate major general Richard Taylor did an admirable job of hemming in Union troops at New Orleans. Taylor also performed effectively during the abortive Union Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) directed against Shreveport.
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Union troops under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks cross the Cane River in their advance on Shreveport, Louisiana, May 31, 1864, during the ill-fated Union Red River Campaign. A strategically significant state and major cotton producer, Louisiana saw considerable fighting during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

Louisiana raised a total of 56,000 troops for the Confederacy who served in approximately 1,000 companies. Another 10,000 boys and elderly men served in the state’s Home Guard units. Approximately 6,500–7,000 Louisiana soldiers died of all causes during the war. At the same time, more than 5,000 white and 24,000 African American Louisiana residents joined the Union effort. As Union troops advanced into the state, many former slaves found employment as cooks, nurses, scouts, and guards as well as combat troops. The first regiments of African American soldiers—the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Louisiana Native Guards—were known as the Corps d’Afrique.

By the end of the war in 1865, between 500 and 600 raids, skirmishes, and battles had taken place on Louisiana soil, the majority of them minor. Many of the state’s beautiful and stately manors and plantation homes had been damaged or destroyed, and its economy was in tatters. Perhaps 50 percent of the state’s wealth was lost in the war.
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Lovejoy, Owen

Birth Date: January 6, 1811

Death Date: March 25, 1864

Congregational minister, staunch abolitionist, and U.S. congressman (1857–1864). Owen Lovejoy was born on January 6, 1811, in Albion, Maine. He graduated from Bowdoin College in 1832 and then studied law but never practiced as a lawyer.

In 1836 Lovejoy moved to Alton, Illinois, to study for the ministry under his older brother Elijah Lovejoy’s tutelage. Elijah was already an ardent abolitionist. Ordained as a Congregational minister in 1838, Owen Lovejoy served as a pastor in Princeton, Illinois, from 1839 to 1856. He also became involved in the abolitionist movement, speaking publicly about it, preaching against the evils of slavery from his pulpit, serving as a conductor on the Underground Railroad, and helping his brother publish the Alton Observer, an abolitionist newspaper. On November 7, 1837, Elijah Lovejoy was murdered when an antiabolitionist mob raided the newspaper’s office, making him a martyr for the abolitionist movement. Thereafter Owen Lovejoy, who witnessed his brother’s death, redoubled his abolitionist efforts and vowed to carry on his brother’s work.

Before long Lovejoy had become the leading abolitionist in Illinois, speaking widely despite a state ban on abolitionist meetings. In 1846 he engaged in an unsuccessful congressional campaign on the Liberty Party ticket; two years later as a Free Soil Party candidate, he mounted another unsuccessful congressional campaign.

Beginning in 1854 when he was elected to the Illinois House of Representatives, Lovejoy helped organize the Republican Party in Illinois, becoming friends with Abraham Lincoln. In 1856 as a Republican, Lovejoy was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he would serve until his death in 1864. In Washington, Lovejoy associated with Congress’s most strident abolitionists, including Pennsylvania’s Thaddeus Stevens.

Lovejoy quickly became an influential advocate of abolitionism in Congress, where he often bitterly denounced the South and the institution of slavery. He did not support the admittance of Kansas as a slave state and sharply denounced schemes to annex Cuba. In 1860 he campaigned enthusiastically for Lincoln, but beginning in 1861 Lovejoy quite purposefully soft-pedaled his abolitionist agenda to help Lincoln appeal to the more conservative elements in the Republican Party. Lovejoy embraced the 1862 Homestead Act and continued to support the Lincoln administration’s war policies. However, Lovejoy did quietly push the White House to issue an emancipation proclamation as quickly as possible and supported the use of African American soldiers.

Lovejoy died on March 25, 1864, in Brooklyn, New York.
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Lovejoy’s Station, Battle of

Event Date: August 20, 1864

Engagement of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). With Confederate forces confined to the fortifications of Atlanta after their unsuccessful attacks on Major General William T. Sherman’s Union forces, the railroad lines supplying the city became of vital importance to both sides. The defenders of Atlanta depended on supplies arriving by way of the Macon & Western Railroad to the south of the city. Sherman had attempted several times to cut this rail line using cavalry raids.

In mid-August, Sherman ordered 4,500 cavalrymen under Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick to cut the rail line. Kilpatrick was an aggressive but bombastic commander who had served previously in the eastern theater. Departing from the Union lines on the evening of August 18, Kilpatrick’s men fought a running battle with Confederate pursuers over the next several days as they attempted to reach and damage the vital rail line.

After being nearly surrounded at Jonesboro on the night of August 19, Kilpatrick temporarily escaped his pursuers and rode south to Lovejoy’s Station. Here his command encountered Brigadier General Daniel Reynolds’s Confederate infantry brigade and Brigadier General Frank Armstrong’s dismounted cavalry brigade on August 20. At the same time, Confederate cavalry under Brigadier General Lawrence Sullivan “Sul” Ross was in pursuit and attacked Kilpatrick’s force from the rear. Forced to fight in two directions against Confederates occupying the only nearby roads, Kilpatrick was surrounded and in danger of being overrun, especially as more Confederate troops from Brigadier General William “Red” Jackson’s cavalry division arrived.

Continuing to skirmish with the infantry to his south, Kilpatrick launched two brigades north in a mounted charge toward Ross’s cavalry. This attack was successful and overran Ross’s brigade, enabling the entire Union force to escape. Confederate reinforcements pursued Kilpatrick’s troops, but the Union cavalry managed to reach the safety of Sherman’s lines around Atlanta on August 23.

At Lovejoy’s Station, the Union cavalry demonstrated tactical prowess and benefited from competent leadership but did not achieve its mission of damaging the rail line. While the Union cavalry did manage to tear up some of the railroad elsewhere during the raid, this was minor and was quickly repaired. For their part, the Confederates, despite being outnumbered and fragmented, were successful in slowing the Union raiders. While the Confederates were unable to overwhelm Kilpatrick’s command, they did force him to retreat without accomplishing his objectives. Total Union casualties during the raid were fewer than 300; Confederate casualties were comparable.
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Lovell, Mansfield

Birth Date: October 20, 1822

Death Date: June 1, 1884

Confederate officer. Mansfield Lovell was born on October 20, 1822, in Washington, D.C. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842. Commissioned in the artillery, Lovell saw action during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Promoted to first lieutenant in 1847, he was twice wounded in Mexico and brevetted captain for his actions at Chapultepec.

In December 1854, Lovell resigned his commission and was engaged in business pursuits in New York City. Later in the decade with the help of fellow classmate Gustavus W. Smith, who went on to become a Confederate major general, Lovell secured a position as deputy street commissioner of New York City. He resigned his post in September 1861 and accepted a major general’s commission in the Confederate Army, evidently upon Smith’s recommendation.

Lovell was dispatched to New Orleans, where he was tasked with fortifying and garrisoning the city’s defensive works. He worked diligently to properly arm and staff the city’s batteries and numerous forts, and he helped establish the Confederate River Defense Fleet. Lovell was, however, an inveterate drinker and carouser, giving the impression that he was not terribly serious about his responsibilities. Prior to the Union assault on New Orleans in the spring of 1862, Lovell boasted of the city’s stout defenses. Initially he commanded some 6,000 men, but some half of this force and much equipment were siphoned off to Corinth for the Confederate effort to challenge Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s force at Pittsburg Landing. Lovell also had to contend with a divided command structure. After New Orleans fell to Union forces on April 26, many unfairly held Lovell responsible for this loss of the Confederacy’s largest and most strategic port.
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Brigadier General Mansfield Lovell commanded Confederate forces at New Orleans. He did what he could with the meager resources available but was forced to evacuate with the arrival of superior Union resources in April 1862. Although hardly his fault, many in the South held Lovell responsible for the loss of their largest port and it effectively ended his military career. (Library of Congress)

Within weeks, Lovell had taken command of a division under Major General Earl Van Dorn at Vicksburg, Mississippi. During the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), Lovell’s men failed to move aggressively, and their commander seemed unable or unwilling to rally them to action. Lovell’s next—and last—action of the war came at the Battle of Coffeeville (December 5, 1862), where he performed competently. Soon thereafter he was relieved of command, ostensibly for the loss of New Orleans the previous year.

Lovell insisted on a court of inquiry, which was convened in April 1863 and exonerated him on the charges of military incompetence. Still, however, his military career was over, and for the remainder of his life he would be blamed for the fall of New Orleans. Although he technically remained in the Confederate Army until 1865 and served for a time as a volunteer aide to General Joseph E. Johnston, who made repeated requests for Lovell’s appointment to a field command, Lovell remained without assignment.

In retrospect, Lovell served as a political and military scapegoat. He had in fact done the best he could at New Orleans given the limited number of troops, lack of equipment, and insufficient armaments at his disposal. He also had no control over the feeble Confederate naval assets in the area, which were quickly overwhelmed by the vastly superior Union squadron sent against them.

After the war Lovell tried growing rice near Savannah, Georgia, an enterprise that quickly failed. He then went back to New York City, where he worked as a civil engineer and died on June 1, 1884.
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Low, John

Birth Date: January 24, 1836

Death Date: September 6, 1906

Confederate naval officer. Born in Aberdeen, Scotland, on January 24, 1836, John Low was orphaned at an early age and was raised by relatives in England. He began his naval career at the age of 16 in the British Merchant Marine. He immigrated to the United States and settled in Savannah, Georgia, in 1856. There he owned a small merchant-supply business. Upon the outbreak of the Civil War, he enlisted as a cavalryman in the Georgia Hussars, but soon thereafter Lieutenant James D. Bulloch of the Confederate Navy requested Low’s services. Low was discharged from the army per request of the navy and went to Great Britain to serve under Bulloch, where the men were charged with procuring ships for the Southern cause. Low assumed the temporary rank of lieutenant.

Low accompanied Bulloch in the Confederate government-owned blockade-runner Fingal on October 11, 1861, in its voyage from Greencock, Scotland, to the Confederacy. The Fingal, which carried a large military cargo, arrived at Savannah on November 12. Unable to return to England, the Fingal was later cut down and rebuilt as the casemated ironclad CSS Atlanta. Bulloch and Low returned to England in February 1862, where they prepared to take possession of commerce raiders being built for the Confederacy. Low delivered the Otero to Lieutenant John Maffitt in Nassau. It was then commissioned CSS Florida.

When the Enrico was commissioned as CSS Alabama on August 24, 1862, Low sailed in that ship as its fourth lieutenant under Captain Raphael Semmes. On June 21, 1863, when the Alabama captured the U.S. merchantman Conrad off Rio de Janeiro, Semmes appointed Low captain of the ship, now recommissioned CSS Tuscaloosa. Low took two prizes before British authorities seized his ship.

In February 1864 Low returned to Liverpool, where he continued as Bulloch’s assistant. While in Liverpool, Low learned of his promotion the previous January to first lieutenant. He was subsequently charged with supervising the construction of four new ships for the Confederate Navy. Only one, the Ajax, a light-draft gunboat, was actually completed before the end of the war. He tried to sail the Ajax to the Confederacy but was detained in Bermuda and, on learning of the end of the war, returned in it to Liverpool.

Following the war, Low set up a merchant business in Liverpool. From 1867 to 1884 he was the manager of a cotton mill in Golborne near Manchester and became widely respected for his charitable ventures. Low died in Liverpool on September 6, 1906.
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Lowe, Thaddeus Sobieski Constantine

Birth Date: August 20, 1832

Death Date: January 13, 1913

Pioneer balloonist and aeronaut. Thaddeus Sobieski Constantine (Coulincourt) Lowe was born in Jefferson Mills, New Hampshire, on August 20, 1832. With little formal education, he taught himself enough about aeronautics and the sciences to become a pioneering aeronaut in the antebellum period. He built his first balloon in 1858.

Lowe was in Cincinnati, Ohio, testing his latest creation, the Enterprise, when the Civil War started. On April 20, 1861, a flight to the East Coast ended badly when the Enterprise was blown off course and landed in Unionville, South Carolina, illustrating one of the balloon’s primary limitations as an instrument of war, namely that there was no control over its flight path. In June, however, Lowe convinced President Abraham Lincoln of the usefulness of a balloon as an observation platform in a tethered or aerostatic mode.

The War Department assigned responsibility for the new aerostats to the Bureau of Topographical Engineers. Lowe lost the contract for the first U.S. military aerostat to a competitor who underbid him by $200. But Lowe and his backers had a model ready when his competitor’s balloon was destroyed in transport to the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Lowe did so well there that later that summer he was given control of the Balloon Corps, a civilian enterprise, with pay equivalent to that of colonel.

During a September 1861 skirmish at Falls Church, Virginia, Lowe observed and transmitted the location of Confederate forces three miles distant and directed artillery fire on enemy positions not visible to Union batteries. Lowe thus became the first aerial observer to provide direction for artillery fire. The aerostat was indispensable during Major General George McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). There Lowe discovered the evacuation of Yorktown on May 3, 1862, and provided timely intelligence on Confederate movements that helped McClellan defeat the main Confederate attack at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). Lowe lost his biggest supporter when McClellan was removed from command of the Army of the Potomac after the failed Peninsula Campaign.

Thereafter, a bout with malaria and a series of run-ins with his military superior, Major General Joseph Hooker, sapped Lowe’s strength and debilitated the Balloon Corps. He resigned on May 8, 1863, and the corps was disbanded in August. Lowe became a successful businessman and inventor after the war. He died on January 13, 1913, in Pasadena, California.
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Lowell, Charles Russell, Jr.

Birth Date: January 2, 1835

Death Date: October 20, 1864

Union officer. Born in Boston on January 2, 1835, Charles Russell Lowell Jr. was the nephew of the popular American poet James Russell Lowell. Charles Lowell graduated from Harvard College in 1854, and after several years traveling abroad he embarked on a career as an industrialist and managed a Maryland ironworks. Despite having no military background, in May 1861 Lowell accepted a captain’s commission in the new 3rd U.S. Cavalry (soon redesignated the 6th Cavalry). The regiment saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), after which Lowell joined the staff of Major General George B. McClellan. Lowell particularly distinguished himself during the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Later that autumn and into the following spring he recruited a new regiment that became the 2nd Massachusetts Cavalry, and on May 10, 1863, he became its colonel.

Lowell spent the next few months on duty in Washington. In July 1864 he was active in opposing Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early’s raid on the capital (June 28–July 21), after which Lowell and his regiment were transferred to the Cavalry Corps of Major General Philip Sheridan’s new Army of the Shenandoah. In September, Lowell assumed command of the Reserve Brigade of Brigadier General Wesley Merritt’s 1st Division. During the frenetic period that followed, Lowell proved both himself to be both skilled and energetic. He played important roles in the victories at Winchester (September 19) and Tom’s Brook (October 9), but during the Union counterattack at Cedar Creek on October 19, he was badly wounded. Refusing to leave the field, he sustained a second wound, which proved mortal, as he led a final charge. He died the next day in Middletown, Virginia. At Sheridan’s insistence, Lowell was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers posthumously to date from October 19.
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Lowell, James Russell

Birth Date: February 22, 1819

Death Date: August 12, 1891

American poet, writer, professor, diplomat, reform advocate, and abolitionist. James Russell Lowell was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on February 22, 1819, to a socially and politically prominent family. His ancestors were among the Lowells who helped settle Massachusetts in the early 1600s. Despite a reputation as a troublemaker, Lowell graduated from Harvard College in 1838 and from Harvard Law School in 1842. While still in school, he began writing poetry and other works and had already decided to pursue a literary career.

Lowell’s first poems were published in 1840 in the Southern Literary Messenger, and he soon helped found a periodical titled the Pioneer, which failed to find a dedicated audience. He then began to publish extensively. Lowell became dedicated to the antislavery cause and was a vocal opponent of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), believing that it would extend slavery into new areas. Lowell soon became well acquainted with other New England literary luminaries, including Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Lowell also traveled extensively throughout Britain and Europe before taking a position as an endowed professor of literature at his alma mater in 1855. Meanwhile, he continued publishing, and in 1857 he became the first editor of the newly created Atlantic Monthly. As editor of the magazine, he helped advocate for the abolition of slavery, and when the Civil War began in 1861, he became a fervent supporter of President Abraham Lincoln and his efforts to preserve the Union. From 1877 to 1880, Lowell was U.S. minister to Spain, a post he secured in return for his support of President Rutherford B. Hayes. Lowell was so well received in Spain that in 1880 he became minister to Great Britain, a post he held until 1885.

Lowell came to embrace numerous reform agendas of his day, including temperance, opposition to capital punishment, and the amelioration of conditions in factories. Although some late critics charged that Lowell’s poetry could be uninspiring, his use of satire and his employment of dialects could be masterful, and he is credited with having inspired other writers, including Samuel Langhorne Clemens (Mark Twain), William Dean Howells, and H. L. Mencken. Plagued by a variety of health ailments, Lowell died in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on August 12, 1891.
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Lowrey, Mark Perrin

Birth Date: December 30, 1828

Death Date: February 27, 1885

Confederate officer. Mark Perrin Lowrey was born on December 30, 1828, in McNairy County, Tennessee, but moved to Mississippi as a teenager. An impoverished bricklayer, he volunteered for the army and served as a private during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) but saw no combat. Upon his return, he began to seek an education with tutors, and at age 24 he became a Baptist minister.

In 1861 Lowrey became a colonel of the 4th Regiment of state troops, a 60-day unit. After garrison duty in Kentucky, the regiment was disbanded, and Lowrey returned to Mississippi. There he recruited the 32nd Mississippi Infantry Regiment, serving as its colonel.

Lowrey’s regiment saw combat in the Battles of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and Perryville (October 8). When his brigade commander was wounded at Perryville, Lowrey assumed command. He performed well during the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862) and at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). On October 4, 1863, he was advanced to brigadier general and saw action at the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25), subsequently playing a role in the rearguard action that prevented an even worse calamity. In the spring of 1864, he conducted a revival among Confederate troops and baptized some 50 soldiers in a span of two weeks. Lowrey saw much combat during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), leading a division during the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1).

Lowrey participated in the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864), taking temporary charge of a division on the second day of combat at the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16). He retained divisional command until he resigned his commission on March 14, 1865.

After the war Lowrey returned to Mississippi, where he continued his work as a preacher. He also founded a school for girls in 1873 and wrote articles for religious publications. Lowrey died on February 27, 1885, in Middleton, Tennessee.
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Lowry, Robert

Birth Date: March 10, 1830

Death Date: January 19, 1910

Confederate officer. Robert Lowry was born on March 10, 1830, in Chesterfield District, South Carolina. He moved to Mississippi as a youth, where he lived with an uncle. After working in several commercial ventures, he went to Arkansas, where he remained for five years and studied and practiced law. Upon his return to Mississippi, Lowry served in both houses of the state legislature, where he supported secession.

In the spring of 1861, Lowry entered Confederate service as a private but was quickly made a major in the 6th Mississippi Infantry Regiment. Seeing combat at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was wounded, he became the regiment’s commander on May 6 when its colonel, who had also been wounded at Shiloh, was forced to resign. Lowry led his men during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and was conspicuous at Port Gibson on May 1.

Lowry participated in much of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), earning praise from his superiors; he was particularly effective at Kennesaw Mountain on June 27, where his unit turned back two separate Union assaults. During the latter stages of the campaign, he temporarily assumed a brigade command. He saw action at the Battle of Franklin (November 30), where he ended up commanding the six Mississippi infantry regiments of Brigadier John Adams’s brigade when that officer was killed. At the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16) and during its aftermath, Lowry commanded these same regiments with great effectiveness.

Advanced to brigadier general on February 4, 1865, Lowry saw action at Bentonville, North Carolina (March 19–21), and other locations during Union major general William T. Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Lowry surrendered at Durham Station in April and then returned to Mississippi.

Lowry served in the Mississippi Senate (1865–1866), practiced law, and coauthored a book on Mississippi history before serving as the state’s governor (1882–1890). He died in Jackson, Mississippi, on January 19, 1910.
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Loyalty Oaths

Proclamations of loyalty to the Union required by the U.S. government. From the beginning of the war, President Abraham Lincoln’s administration concerned itself with measuring or defining the loyalty of U.S. citizens and of Southerners in areas occupied by Union troops. In April 1861 Lincoln ordered all civilian employees in the executive branch to take a loyalty oath. Congress quickly followed suit by demanding a similar pledge from its employees and in December 1861 drafted the so-called Ironclad Oath. This oath required professions of both past and future loyalty to the Union, essentially disqualifying most Confederates and their supporters from voting or holding office.

Loyalty oaths spread throughout the South, particularly in Louisiana, Tennessee, and Missouri. As areas came under Union military control, oaths were administered in an attempt to build a critical mass of loyal citizens to bring states back into the Union. Union soldiers also administered oaths to Southerners who sought to travel into Union-controlled territory, necessitating some intellectual and moral gymnastics on the part of Confederates. Many Confederates who took the oath justified their actions to themselves and others by arguing that an oath taken under coercion was not binding and that it could therefore be violated with impunity. Much as children cross their fingers to negate a promise, Confederate oath takers held their breath and put thoughts of perjury and dishonor out of their heads in order to tolerate what they believed to be an intolerable predicament.

Loyalty oaths also played a significant role in the struggles between Lincoln and congressional Republicans—especially the Radical Republicans—over the shape of Reconstruction. Lincoln’s Ten Percent Plan established a low standard of loyalty, requiring only a pledge of future allegiance to the Union, while the congressional Wade-Davis Bill called for the more stringent Ironclad Oath. Lincoln pocket vetoed that act, however, in July 1864. Oaths served to disfranchise many Southern whites during the elections of 1864 and 1868, ensuring Republican control of the presidency and of Congress. In the March 23, 1867, Reconstruction Act, Congress included the Ironclad Oath for all former Confederate territories.
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Lubbock, Francis Richard

Birth Date: October 16, 1815

Death Date: June 22, 1905

Governor of Texas (1861–1863) and Confederate officer. Born in Beaufort, South Carolina, on October 16, 1815, Francis Richard Lubbock moved to New Orleans in 1834 before going to the Republic of Texas in 1836. Settling in Velasco, near Houston, he prospered in business and ranching and became involved in the new republic’s politics.

In 1837 President Sam Houston appointed Lubbock comptroller of the treasury. In 1857 Lubbock was elected lieutenant governor of Texas but lost his reelection in 1859. In 1860 he was a delegate to the Democratic National Convention and, as a strong secessionist, supported the Southern rights faction that walked out of the convention.

In 1861 Lubbock was elected governor and took office that November. He immediately began organizing the state’s military defenses, raising support for a frontier cavalry regiment and promoting industry to support the war effort. In 1862 Lubbock called a conference of the Trans-Mississippi region’s Confederate governors and successfully petitioned the Richmond government to send more supplies and troops to the region.

Lubbock declined to run for reelection in 1863, instead accepting a commission as a colonel and joining the staff of Major General John B. Magruder, who commanded Confederate forces in Texas. Lubbock subsequently served on the staff of Major General John Austin Wharton and participated in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), first organizing troop transport and supply trains and later taking part in cavalry actions against the Union rear guard as Union forces withdrew.

In the summer of 1864, Lubbock went to Richmond and served as an adviser to President Jefferson Davis on Trans-Mississippi affairs. At the end of the war, Lubbock fled Richmond with Davis and was captured with him in Georgia. Lubbock was imprisoned for eight months before being paroled.

Returning to Texas, Lubbock went into business in Houston and Galveston. From 1878 to 1891 he served as treasurer of the State of Texas. Lubbock lived in Austin, Texas, from 1891 until his death there on June 22, 1905.
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Lynch, Patrick Neeson

Birth Date: March 10, 1817

Death Date: February 26, 1882

Roman Catholic priest and pro-Confederate bishop. Patrick Neeson Lynch was born on March 10, 1817, in County Fermanagh, Ireland, but immigrated with his family to the United States in 1819. The family settled in Cheraw, South Carolina, and owned several slaves. After studying at seminaries in Charleston, South Carolina, as well as Rome, Italy, Lynch was ordained a priest in 1840. Thereafter he served in various parishes in South Carolina before being elevated in 1858 to the bishopric of the Diocese of Charleston, which at that time covered a huge area, including North and South Carolina, Georgia, Bermuda, and the Bahamas.

Lynch supported the Confederate war effort after the Civil War began in 1861 and publicly defended the Southern cause in a series of letters he exchanged with the archbishop of New York, John Hughes. The Diocese of Charleston suffered enormously during the war. In late 1861 the cathedral and the bishop’s residence burned, and other diocesan holdings were damaged or destroyed during the Union bombardment of Charleston and Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865).

In February 1864, Confederate president Jefferson Davis named Lynch the official Confederate emissary to the Vatican. This occurred after Davis had established contact with Pope Pius IX, who sought a peaceful end to the Civil War. Davis instructed Lynch to press the pope for official recognition of the Confederacy and to gauge public opinion in Europe.

Lynch left Charleston in April 1864, eluding the Union blockade. He first stopped in his native Ireland, where he attempted to convince young Irishmen not to enlist in the Union Army. After making stops in Britain and France, Lynch arrived at the Vatican in June 1864. Because the Vatican had already taken a strong antislavery stand, Pope Pius IX refused to grant recognition to the Confederate States of America. Lynch then penned a pamphlet in which he denounced the international slave trade but supported domestic slavery, which he termed beneficial and legal. Published in three languages (but not English), it is not known how many copies were produced or distributed, but they likely had no effect on European attitudes toward the war or the Confederacy.

Lynch remained it Europe, returning to Charleston in December 1865. After receiving a pardon from President Andrew Johnson, Lynch returned to his clerical duties as bishop. Until his death in Charleston on February 26, 1882, he spent much of his energy raising funds and rebuilding his war-torn diocese.
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Lynch, William Francis

Birth Date: April 1, 1801

Death Date: October 17, 1865

Confederate naval officer. Born in Norfolk, Virginia, on April 1, 1801, William Francis Lynch received a midshipman’s warrant on January 28, 1819. He first saw service in the frigate Congress off South America and in the Pacific, when he developed an interest in exploration and the recording of scientific and biological data. In 1826 Lynch was assigned to the schooner Shark in the so-called Mosquito Squadron involved in the suppression of piracy in the West Indies. Lynch was promoted to lieutenant on May 17, 1828.

Lynch’s first command was in 1830 with the Poinsett, a support vessel employed in Florida by the navy during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). Following service in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) that included the U.S. capture of Veracruz, in 1847 Lynch, a staunch Christian, received permission to command an expedition to Palestine. The members of the expedition transported overland by camel three specially made boats, which they used to survey the Jordan River and the Dead Sea. They also visited Jerusalem and other biblical sites. The expedition returned to New York City in December 1848, and the next year Lynch published a record of the expedition, Narrative of the US Expedition to the River Jordan and the Dead Sea (the U.S. Navy published a longer official version in 1852). In 1851 Lynch also published Naval Life: Observations Afloat and on Shore. Promoted to commander on September 5, 1849, in 1852–1853 Lynch undertook an exploration for the navy of the West African coast. He was promoted to captain on April 2, 1856.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Lynch resigned his commission on April 21, 1861. Initially appointed a captain in the Provisional Navy of Virginia, on June 10 he was commissioned at the same rank in the Confederate Navy. Lynch initially commanded shore batteries at Aquia Creek on the Potomac River in Virginia. In May, the batteries exchanged fire with Union gunboats in the Potomac.

Lynch commanded the squadron of seven small gunboats mounting a total of only eight guns in the Battle of Roanoke Island (Febuary 7–8, 1862). Following the successful Union attack there and unable to do more than to offer token long-range resistance, Lynch withdrew his squadron from Albemarle Sound up the Pasquotank River. He was caught by surprise by a Union expedition up the Pasquotank on February 10 to Elizabeth City, when several of his ships were destroyed; Lynch was able to send several others up the Dismal Swamp Canal to Norfolk.

Lynch next had charge of Confederate naval forces at Vicksburg, Mississippi, from March to October 1862. His last command during the war was of Confederate naval forces in North Carolina waters, and he thus took part in the defense of Fort Fisher during the Union assaults of December 1864 and January 1865. Paroled at the end of the war, Lynch died in Richmond, Virginia, on October 17, 1865.
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Lynchburg, Battle of

Start Date: June 16, 1864

End Date: June 18, 1864

Engagement at Lynchburg, the only major Virginia city not captured by Union forces in the Civil War. Lynchburg was the chief objective of Union major general David Hunter’s campaign in the Shenandoah Valley, known as Hunter’s Raid (May 26–June 29, 1864). Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant had charged Hunter with capturing this major rail head, supply point, and hospital center as well as destroying track and bridges of the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad.

Hunter began his campaign from near Winchester on May 26. On June 5 he defeated Confederate forces in the Battle of Piedmont, then occupied and destroyed much of Staunton. On June 8, Brigadier Generals George Crook and William W. Averell arrived with their cavalry divisions, giving Hunter some 18,000 men and 30 guns. The three generals decided to proceed to Lynchburg by way of Lexington, where Hunter tarried (June 11–13), burning the Virginia Military Institute (VMI). Hunter committed major errors in staying too long in Lexington and in recalling there Brigadier General Alfred N. Duffié’s 1st Cavalry Division, then near Amherst Court House tearing up track. Duffié could easily have moved against Lynchburg, where Confederate brigadier general Francis R. T. Nicholls’s defenders consisted principally of local militia.

Hunter departed Lexington on the morning of June 14. Proceeding by way of Buchanan, his men crossed the Blue Ridge Mountains via the Peaks of Otter Road on June 15. That same day Major General John C. Breckinridge, appointed commander of Confederate forces in the Shenandoah Valley, arrived in Lynchburg, but poor health forced him to hand over command there to Brigadier General John C. Vaughn. The next day, some Confederate troops and 200 VMI cadets arrived.

On June 16, Hunter’s troops moved through Liberty (present-day Bedford) on the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad, 24 miles west of Lynchburg. Crook’s troops advanced along that line, destroying track as they went, while Averell’s men moved along the Bedford Turnpike (Salem Turnpike). On June 17, Crook was only 8 miles from the city.

As Union forces converged on Lynchburg, substantial Confederate reinforcements were also on their way there. Confederate general Robert E. Lee judged Lynchburg to be so important that he detached troops from his own Army of Northern Virginia, which was then locked in battle with Grant. Lee selected Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s II Corps of about 8,000 men, then at Gaines’ Mill near Richmond. On their way before dawn on June 13, Early’s men had covered 80 miles to arrive near Charlottesville by June 16. Learning that Hunter was closing on Lynchburg, Early commandeered all available rolling stock on the Orange & Alexandria Railroad. Fortunately for Early, the damage inflicted earlier by Duffié’s men was repaired without great difficulty, and at sunrise on June 17 Early embarked the first troops by rail to Lynchburg. Other troops proceeded on foot along a road paralleling the track. Artillery and wagon trains went by road.

By the morning of June 18, however, Early had only some 7,000 troops and perhaps 20 guns to confront close to 16,000 Union troops with 36 guns. Had Hunter moved aggressively, Lynchburg would have been his. To buy time, Early now arranged a deception. He ordered men to march and countermarch all night on June 17–18 to beating drums and loud cheers. Early also had a yard engine and several cars run in and out of the city on the railroad, making as much noise as possible and implying arrival at Lynchburg of significant Confederate reinforcements.

These theatrics unsettled Union troops in the line and played on Hunter’s belief that he now faced a Confederate force of some 10,000–15,000 men. Despite his overwhelming strength, Hunter, deep in Confederate territory and low on ammunition and supplies, hesitated.

Early hoped to be in full strength at Lynchburg by dawn on June 18, when he expected Hunter to attack, but the slow arrival of Early’s men forced him to remain on the defensive most of the day. The two sides traded artillery fire, and Hunter mounted several probing attacks. Some heavy but inconclusive fighting occurred that afternoon. In all, the Union forces suffered some 150 casualties, the Confederates perhaps 100.

By the evening of June 18, all of Early’s men were in place, and he planned a general attack for dawn the next day. Hunter, however, had learned from prisoners that Early’s entire corps was at Lynchburg, and at dawn Hunter withdrew west toward Liberty. Early pursued. The Confederates skirmished with the Union rear guard at Liberty, but the Confederate artillery could not be brought forward in time, and no cavalry were present.

An engagement occurred at Hanging Rock, where Hunter lost 11 guns, but at Covington the Confederates gave up the chase. Hunter then moved by the Catawba Valley to White Sulphur Springs and Lewisburg, arriving at Charleston, West Virginia, on June 29. Early and Lee were both disappointed that Hunter had been so little punished, but the Shenandoah Valley was now clear of Union troops, and the way was now open for Early to advance down the Shenandoah Valley and threaten Washington, D.C.
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Lyon, Hylan Benton

Birth Date: February 22, 1836

Death Date: April 25, 1907

Confederate officer. Hylan Benton Lyon was born on February 22, 1836, in Caldwell County, Kentucky. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1856. Assigned first to Florida and then to the Pacific Northwest, he resigned his first lieutenant’s commission and joined the Confederate Army as a captain of artillery on April 30, 1861.

In January 1861 Lyon became lieutenant colonel of the 8th Kentucky Infantry Regiment and fought in the Battle of Fort Donleson (February 13–16, 1862). Taken prisoner on its surrender, he remained in a Union prison camp until October 1862.

Exchanged, Lyon was advanced to colonel and given a brigade command in the Army of Tennessee. He saw action in northern Mississippi as well as during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and commanded a cavalry detachment during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). After the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863), he was tasked with removing General Braxton Bragg’s artillery from the battlefield. Lyon next commanded a Kentucky brigade under Major General Nathan B. Forrest.

Lyon’s most conspicuous service came at the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads (June 10, 1864), where his 800 men were in the vanguard, fighting nearly without support during the battle’s first hour. For his performance here, he was advanced to brigadier general to date from June 14. Lyon subsequently participated in Forrest’s raid on Johnsonville, Tennessee (October 19–November 9, 1864), and saw action during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). Subsequently assigned to western Kentucky, Lyon saw no further combat in the war.

With the end of the war in the spring of 1865, Lyon fled to Mexico for a time. He eventually returned to Kentucky, where he farmed and served as state prison commissioner. Lyon died on April 25, 1907, in Eddyville, Kentucky.
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Lyon, Nathaniel

Birth Date: July 14, 1818

Death Date: August 10, 1861

Union officer. Nathaniel Lyon was born in Ashford, Connecticut, on July 14, 1818. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841. Commissioned a second lieutenant of infantry, he saw action in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1847 and a brevet to captain. Lyon subsequently campaigned against Indians in California, rising to captain in 1851. Three years later he transferred to Fort Riley, Kansas, during the height of Bleeding Kansas. Lyon helped restore order there, but his Kansas tenure profoundly affected him. Previously a Democrat who showed little concern about slavery, he became an ardent Republican and a staunch abolitionist.

In February 1861 Lyon took command of the federal arsenal at St. Louis, Missouri. By then, Missouri was sharply divided among Unionists and secessionists and rapidly became home to two armed camps. Lyon openly embraced the Union cause and began raising a loyal militia force known as the Home Guard. When Governor Claiborne F. Jackson called out state troops, ostensibly for training, Lyon suspected that they would raid the federal arsenal in St. Louis and resolved to preempt them. On May 10, 1861, his men surrounded Confederate sympathizers at Camp Jackson. While he was parading his captives through St. Louis, a riot ensued that escalated when his men fired into the crowd. This act drove many Missourians into the Confederate fold, but Lyon’s prompt action kept the state out of their hands.
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Union brigadier general of volunteers Nathaniel Lyon was the North’s first battlefield hero of the Civil War. Killed in the Battle of Wilson’s Creek on August 10, 1861, his prompt and energetic actions preserved Missouri for the Union. (Library of Congress)

Despite this success, both Lyon and Congressman Francis P. Blair believed that the situation in Missouri required greater control. Together they engineered the removal of departmental commander Brigadier General William S. Harney, who was suspected of Confederate sympathies. Lyon was subsequently appointed Harney’s successor with the rank of brigadier general of volunteers on May 17 and met with Jackson the following month to avoid further bloodshed. When Jackson insisted that the Home Guard be disbanded, Lyon stalked out, declaring, “This means war!” True to his word, Union troops attacked and defeated state forces at Boonville on June 17, 1861, and then captured Springfield.

On August 2, Lyon’s Army of Southwest Missouri engaged and defeated a second force at Dug Springs. At Wilson’s Creek on August 10, 1861, Lyon attacked a large pro-Confederate force. During this bloody and inconclusive battle, Lyon died leading a final charge, but the Confederate high tide in Missouri had crested. In December 1861 Lyon received the Thanks of Congress and was publicly eulogized as the North’s first battlefield hero.
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Lyons, Richard Bickerton Pemell

Birth Date: April 26, 1817

Death Date: December 5, 1887

British diplomat and envoy to the United States during 1858–1865. Richard Bickerton Pemell Lyons was born on April 26, 1817, in Lymington, England. He graduated from Christ Church, Oxford, with a BA degree in 1838 and an MA degree in 1843. In 1839 he entered the British diplomatic corps, following in the footsteps of his father, Edmund Lyons.

Richard Lyons first served as an unpaid attaché under his father in the British legation in Greece. In 1844 the younger Lyons became a paid attaché and served as British representative to first Saxony and then Tuscany. In December 1858 he succeeded Lord Francis Napier as envoy to the United States. By then, U.S.-British relations were already difficult, as British attempts to recruit Americans to fight in the Crimean War (1853–1856) had led to the expulsion of a previous British envoy. The problems that Lyons faced during the Civil War were among the thorniest in British diplomacy at the time, complicated by Lyons’s considerable mistrust of U.S. secretary of state William Seward. Relations between the Union and Great Britain during Lyons’s tenure were often acrimonious, and some influential British leaders favored an alliance with the Confederacy. Union leaders were often suspicious of Great Britain, sometimes with good reason. Lyons won particularly high marks for his handling of the November 1861 Trent Affair, when two Confederate diplomats, James Mason and John Slidell, on their way to Europe aboard the British ship Trent, were intercepted and taken by the U.S. Navy. Feelings ran very high in both Britain and the United States over the incident, and Lyons was widely credited with the peaceful settlement of the dispute, largely on British terms with the release of the two Confederates. Lyons resigned his position in Washington in the spring 1865, citing ill health, possibly brought about by the strain of his position.

Lyons, who was now held in considerable esteem in Great Britain, was appointed ambassador to the Ottoman Empire later in 1865. In October 1867 he received the most prestigious post in the British diplomatic corps—the ambassadorship to France. He held this position for the next 20 years, retiring in October 1887. Lyons died only weeks later on December 5, 1887, in London.
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Lytle, William Haines

Birth Date: November 2, 1826

Death Date: September 20, 1863

Union officer. Born on November 2, 1826, in Cincinnati, Ohio, William Haines Lytle graduated from Cincinnati College and became an attorney. He served as a volunteer captain during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). At the conclusion of the war, he returned to Ohio. Entering politics, he was elected to the Ohio legislature as a Democrat and then campaigned unsuccessfully for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. In the mid-1850s, meanwhile, Lytle became a nationally recognized poet.

In 1861 Lytle was commissioned colonel of the 10th Ohio Infantry. Beloved by his men, he was wounded at the Battle of Carnifex Ferry (September 10, 1861). Returning to duty in February 1862, he was assigned to a training facility at Bardstown, Kentucky, where he took part in several actions against the Memphis & Chattanooga Railroad. While commanding a brigade in the Army of the Ohio, Lytle was again wounded and was taken prisoner in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). In February 1863 after being exchanged, he learned that he had been promoted to brigadier general to date from November 1862. He then assumed command of a brigade in XX Corps, Army of the Cumberland, under Major General William S. Rosecrans.

Lytle was active during the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). On September 20 he was assigned to defend Widow Glenn Hill from a Confederate attack. As the Confederates advanced up the hill, Lytle was shot through the spine. He stood his position, ordering another regiment into action. As he awaited reinforcements, a minié ball struck him in the mouth, exiting near the right temple. Lytle, unable to speak, died moments later. Lytle’s body lay on the field as the Confederates stormed the hill. Recognizing the acclaimed poet, Confederate soldiers honored Lytle by reciting Lytle’s most famous poem, “Antony and Cleopatra.” The hill at the Chickamauga battlefield where he died was later named Lytle’s Hill.
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Mackall, William Whann

Birth Date: January 18, 1817

Death Date: August 12, 1891

Confederate officer. William Whann Mackall was born on January 18, 1817, in Cecil County, Maryland (although some sources list Washington, D.C.). On his graduation from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1837, he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Artillery Regiment. He was severely wounded during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and earned quick promotion to first lieutenant in 1838. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) he received two brevets for meritorious service and was again wounded, winning promotion to captain in 1847. He next held several administrative posts, including that of secretary and treasurer of the Military Asylum (1851–1853). In 1853 he was promoted to the staff rank of major and became assistant adjutant general.

When the Civil War began, Mackall declined promotion to lieutenant colonel. Instead, he resigned from federal service to join the Confederate Army at that grade.

Mackall first served in Kentucky and was then assigned as a staff officer to General Albert S. Johnston. General P. G. T. Beauregard helped secure Mackall’s promotion to brigadier general on February 27, 1862, after which he was assigned command of Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River. Mackall was forced to surrender that position on April 7, 1862. Incarcerated at Fort Warren, he was exchanged in August 1862. Thereafter, Mackall held administrative positions and minor field commands in the western theater.

Mackall briefly commanded the District of the Gulf before becoming General Braxton Bragg’s chief of staff in April 1863. After seeing action at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Mackall requested a transfer and served under General Joseph E. Johnston in Mississippi, first as a brigade commander and then as chief of staff. When Johnston assumed command of the Army of Tennessee in January 1864, Mackall accompanied him to Georgia as chief of staff and served during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Shortly after Johnston was replaced by General John B. Hood in July, the intensely loyal Mackall was relieved at his own request. He remained without orders during the rest of the war, surrendering to Union forces at Macon, Georgia, on April 20, 1865.

After the war, Mackall engaged in farming and land speculation in northern Virginia. He died on August 12, 1891, in Fairfax County, Virginia.
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Mackenzie, Ranald Slidell

Birth Date: July 27, 1840

Death Date: January 19, 1889

Union officer. Born on July 27, 1840, in Westchester County, New York (some sources list New York City), Ranald Slidell Mackenzie briefly attended Williams College in Massachusetts but then entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, graduating first in his class in June 1862. Initially serving as an engineering officer in the Army of the Potomac, Mackenzie was badly wounded in his first action, the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). He performed engineering duties in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Following his participation in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), he was promoted to first lieutenant and brevetted captain. He was promoted to captain in the regular army following his service at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). In 1864 he saw service in the Battles of the Wilderness (May 5–7) and Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21) before entering the volunteer organization as colonel of the 2nd Connecticut Heavy Artillery (serving as infantry), VI Corps, Army of the Potomac, in time to join the regiment in the Petersburg lines, where on June 22 a wound cost him two fingers on his right hand.

Mackenzie commanded his regiment in Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) and performed conspicuously in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864), during which he assumed command of a brigade and was again wounded, and at the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19), where he received two more wounds.

Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers to date from October 1864, in March 1865 Mackenzie assumed command of the Cavalry Division in the Army of the James, which was attached to Sheridan’s command. Mackenzie led the division at the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865) and during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9). Mackenzie ended the war with brevet promotions though the rank of brigadier general in the regular army and major general of volunteers.

Upon mustering out of the volunteers in January 1866, Mackenzie remained in the regular army but at his permanent rank of captain. In 1867 he accepted command of an new African American unit, the 41st Infantry Regiment, no doubt in part to secure a rare postwar colonelcy. He molded the regiment into an efficient outfit. In 1869 he took command of the 24th Infantry Regiment, a consolidation of the 41st and 38th Infantry Regiments. The following year he took command of the 4th Cavalry, which he transformed into one of the finest regiments on the frontier.

From 1871 to 1874, Mackenzie pursued various Native American tribes in western Texas. During the Red River War (1874–1875), he won the climactic engagement at Palo Duro Canyon on September 28, 1874.

Following the debacle of the Battle of the Little Big Horn (June 25–26, 1876), Mackenzie and the 4th Cavalry were a key part of the 1876 punitive campaign that ended the Great Sioux War (1876–1877). He then spent the rest of the decade suppressing banditry in Texas and New Mexico. In 1881 with a bold show of force in Colorado, he single-handedly prevented a renewed war with the Utes, a feat that he regarded as his greatest accomplishment. Mackenzie served briefly in Arizona during the early stages of the Geronimo Campaign.

Mackenzie’s last campaign was for a brigadier general’s star. His many wounds, long frontier service, and high-strung nature were eroding his health. His supporters convinced President Chester A. Arthur to approve Mackenzie’s promotion in October 1882. Mackenzie, then serving as commander of the Department of Texas, was already in a noticeable decline. Briefly institutionalized after a nervous breakdown in 1883, he was retired in 1884 at 43 years of age and spent the rest of his life in various stages of insanity. Mackenzie died in New Brighton, Staten Island, New York, on January 19, 1889.
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MacRae, William

Birth Date: September 9, 1834

Death Date: February 11, 1882

Confederate officer. William MacRae was born on September 9, 1834, in Wilmington, North Carolina. He worked as a civil engineer prior to the Civil War. In 1861 MacRae enlisted as a private in the Monroe (North Carolina) Light Infantry and became its captain when the unit was subsumed by the 15th North Carolina Infantry Regiment. Relatively inactive until 1862, MacRae saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). He had temporary command of a brigade at Antietam (September 17), where his unit repulsed three Union assaults. MacRae was also on hand for the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

In the winter of 1863, the 15th North Carolina was dispatched to North Carolina, and MacRae was advanced to colonel in February. After the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), the 15th North Carolina was ordered back to Virginia, where it took part in the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863), during which MacRae again held a temporary brigade command. In June 1864 he was again given a brigade command and advanced to temporary brigadier general (the promotion became permanent on November 4, 1864). During the Second Battle of Reams Station (August 25, 1864), his brigade performed effectively, seizing a Union artillery battery. On October 27 at Burgess’ Mill, MacRae’s command broke through the Union line, captured a battery, and then held off superior enemy numbers until day’s end. MacRae remained in Virginia until the end of the war, surrendering at Appomattox Court House in April 1865.

After the war, MacRae returned to North Carolina but was financially destitute. He ultimately became the superintendent of the Wilmington & Manchester Railroad, the Macon & Brunswick Railroad, and the Western & Atlantic Railroad. MacRae died on February 11, 1882, in Augusta, Georgia.
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Maffitt, John Newland

Birth Date: February 22, 1819

Death Date: May 15, 1886

Confederate naval officer. John Newland Maffitt was born at sea on February 22, 1819, to Irish immigrant parents. When his father became a Methodist minister, the family was in such poverty that, at age 5, Maffitt was adopted by his uncle, Dr. William Maffitt, who lived near Fayetteville, North Carolina. John Maffitt attended schools in Fayetteville and in White Plains, New York. On February 23, 1832, at age 13 he secured a midshipman’s warrant in the U.S. Navy and embarked for a three-year tour aboard the frigate Constitution. Having successfully completed his examinations, on June 23, 1838, he was promoted to passed midshipman.

In 1842 Maffitt reported to the U.S. Coast Survey, where he was involved in hydrographic survey operations and received his commission as a lieutenant on June 25, 1843. Normally a temporary assignment for naval officers, the Coast Survey prized Maffitt’s skills so much that he was retained in that duty. In May 1858 after nearly being forced into retirement by the navy, he was detached from the Coast Survey and returned to sea as commander of the brig Dolphin, assigned off Cuba in the interdiction of the illicit slave trade.

On April 28, 1861, Maffitt resigned his commission in the U.S. Navy to enter Confederate service. He was commissioned a lieutenant in the Confederate Navy on May 8, 1861, reporting to Commodore Josiah Tattnall at Savannah, Georgia, to command the gunboat Savannah. Following what Tattnall deemed a risky engagement with Union gunboats on November 6, 1861, Maffitt was suspended from command. He then served as naval aide to General Robert E. Lee.

In April 1862 Maffitt was ordered to the civilian steamer Cecile to run supplies through the Union naval blockade to the Confederacy. He then took command at Nassau of the British steamer Oreto, which he commissioned off Green Cay in the Bahamas on August 17 as the Confederate cruiser Florida. Some of the crew contracted yellow fever, and a number died. Maffitt put into Havana, and then in a daring move with himself sick and only a skeleton crew, on September 4 he sailed his ship past Union blockaders into Mobile Bay. The Florida had been badly damaged by Union fire, but with his ship repaired and a full crew, Maffitt got to sea on the night of January 17, 1863, again escaping Union blockading warships.

The Florida then cruised the North Atlantic, with Maffitt taking 22 Union prizes. He was promoted to commander on April 29, 1863. In August the Florida arrived at Brest, France, where Maffitt fell sick from the lingering effects of yellow fever. He gave up his command on February 12, 1864. Following his recuperation, he returned to the Confederacy in June 1864. Assigned command of the ironclad Albemarle on June 17, 1864, in September 1864 he was reassigned to the British-owned blockade-runner Owl that had been seized by the Confederate government. With the war in its final stages, Maffitt made several successful trips through the blockade in the Owl in the first few months of 1865. With the end of the war, he sailed for England and turned the ship over to its owners on July 14, 1865.

Maffitt remained in England for two years, passing the British naval examination and commanding a merchant steamer. He returned to North Carolina and settled on a farm near Wrightsville Beach in 1868. Maffitt died of Bright’s disease on May 15, 1886, in Wilmington, North Carolina.
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Magoffin, Beriah

Birth Date: April 18, 1815

Death Date: February 28, 1885

Governor of Kentucky (1859–1862). Beriah Magoffin was born in Harrodsburg, Kentucky, on April 18, 1815. He graduated from Centre College in 1835 and then in 1838 graduated from Transylvania College, where he studied law. In 1839 he established a legal practice in Harrodsburg and entered state politics as a Democrat, taking a seat in the Kentucky Senate in 1850. He was the governor of Kentucky from 1859 to 1862. Magoffin did not believe that slavery should be ended, nor did he deny the right of the Southern states to secede from the Union. But he also sought to keep Kentucky neutral during the early months of the war, which was naive at best and impossible at worst. Strong Unionist sentiment in the state kept secessionists from gaining the upper hand, but Magoffin was distrusted by both sides.

Magoffin refused to mobilize troops for either side in the conflict, although he did permit Confederate recruitment efforts in Kentucky. In November 1861 he disavowed the rump Confederate government of Kentucky. In 1862 as Union and Confederate forces entered his state, Magoffin sought to hold a special election to permit Kentucky’s voters to decide for themselves whether Kentucky would remain in the Union or become a Confederate state. The strongly pro-Unionist state legislature flatly rejected this. Magoffin’s position soon became untenable, and he resigned on August 18, 1862. He was replaced by staunch Unionist and former Speaker of the Kentucky Senate James F. Robinson.

Magoffin returned to Harrodsburg, resumed his law career, and engaged in land speculation in Chicago, which earned him a considerable fortune. He served in the Kentucky Senate (1867–1869) and died in Harrodsburg on February 28, 1885.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Kentucky

Further Reading

Clark, Thomas D. A History of Kentucky. Ashland, KY: Jesse Stuart Foundation, 1992.

Harrison, Lowell H., and James C. Klotter. A New History of Kentucky. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky.

_______________________

Magrath, Andrew Gordon

Birth Date: February 8, 1813

Death Date: April 9, 1893

Governor of South Carolina (1864–1865). Andrew Gordon Magrath was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on February 8, 1813. After graduating from South Carolina College in 1831, he briefly attended Harvard Law School before returning to Charleston, where he opened a law practice in 1835. From 1839 to 1841, Magrath served as a Democrat in the state legislature. In 1856 he was appointed a U.S. District Court judge, a post he held until November 1860.

During the 1850s, Magrath cautioned against secession; however, by 1860 he had become an ardent supporter of states’ rights and strongly advocated it. Indeed, he became a major player in South Carolina’s secession from the Union, which occurred in December 1860. In late December 1860 when South Carolina briefly declared itself an independent republic, Magrath was named secretary of state in Governor Francis W. Pickens’s executive council. Prior to the beginning of hostilities in April 1861, Magrath headed lengthy discussions with both the James Buchanan and Abraham Lincoln administrations as to the future of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor.

In May 1861, Magrath was named a Confederate District Court judge. His rulings, however, soon alienated the government in Richmond. Indeed, Judge Magrath ruled consistently for state sovereignty, which stymied many of the Confederate government’s wartime policies. In November 1864 he was appointed governor by the legislature and took office in December. Although he went along with Richmond’s conscription policies, he steadfastly opposed national policies that he believed usurped states’ prerogatives. Magrath earned Confederate president Jefferson Davis’s enmity by accusing his government of trampling civil rights, illegally confiscating private and state property, and bungling the war effort.

In mid-February 1865 as Major General William T. Sherman’s army descended on Columbia, the state capital, Magrath and most of his cabinet fled. In April he returned to Columbia and was captured by Union forces on May 25, 1865. He was imprisoned at Fort Pulaski in Georgia but was released in December. After returning to his native Charleston, Magrath practiced law for several decades. He died in Charleston on April 9, 1893.
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Magruder, John Bankhead

Birth Date: August 15, 1807

Death Date: February 19, 1871

Confederate officer. John Bankhead Magruder was born in Port Royal, Virginia, on August 15, 1807. Commissioned in the U.S. Army on his graduation from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1830, Magruder won a reputation as both a capable officer and a dandy, known as “Prince John.” His marriage to the daughter of a wealthy Baltimore merchant gave Magruder the means to support his lavish ways. In more than 30 years of service prior to the Civil War, he fought in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and served in Maine, New York, and Texas, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1836 and to captain in 1846. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Magruder distinguished himself in the campaign to Mexico City, winning brevets to major and lieutenant colonel.
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Confederate brigadier general John B. Magruder commanded the small Army of the Peninsula at the beginning of the 1862 Peninsula Campaign. He succeeded in hoodwinking Union major general George B. McClellan into believing his force was much larger than was the case, providing the Confederates valuable time to reinforce. (North Wind Picture Archives)

On the secession of Virginia in April 1861, Magruder resigned his U.S. Army commission. Commissioned a colonel in the Confederate Army in May 1861 and assigned to eastern Virginia, he took part in the Confederate victory in the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861) in southeastern Virginia, the first land battle of the war. The battle made Magruder a celebrity in the South and won him promotion to brigadier general on June 17 and to major general on October 7.

During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Magruder commanded the relatively small Army of the Peninsula in far eastern Virginia. His love of the theatrical found ample expression when, although heavily outnumbered, he gave the appearance of possessing a powerful military force, circling marching men in view of Union lines and fashioning Quaker guns from logs. His imaginative tricks helped convince ever-cautious Union major general George B. McClellan that his Union forces were facing a far larger Confederate force than was the case, causing him to delay and allowing the Confederates more time to reinforce before Richmond.

Magruder was at his best in independent command. In a subordinate position during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), he performed poorly in the Battle of Savage Station (June 29, 1862), when he was slow to obey General Robert E. Lee’s orders to attack retreating Union forces. Once McClellan’s troops had taken up a strong position at Malvern Hill, just outside Richmond, Magruder again failed to attack aggressively on July 1. His erratic behavior during these engagements led to allegations of both cowardice and drunkenness. Magruder was subsequently relieved of his command.

In the aftermath of the Peninsula Campaign, Magruder was ordered to Texas. He had previously asked for an assignment in the West, but his removal from the Army of Northern Virginia has been interpreted by historians as part of Lee’s purge of officers found ineffective in the 1862 campaign. In Texas, Magruder headed the District of Texas and then the enlarged District of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona and once again showed ability and efficiency in independent command. He commanded Confederate land forces in the Battle of Galveston (January 1, 1863), resulting in the capture of that important port city. From late summer 1864 to March 1865, Magruder commanded the Department of Arkansas.

Following the war, Magruder took up residence first in Cuba and then Mexico. From 1865 to 1867, he served as a major general in Emperor Maximilian’s Imperial Mexican Army. With the collapse of the empire and Maximilian’s execution in May 1867, Magruder returned to the United States. He died of heart disease in Houston, Texas, on February 19, 1871.
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Mahan, Dennis Hart

Birth Date: April 2, 1802

Death Date: September 16, 1871

West Point professor who initiated the study of military theory in the United States and taught many of the generals who commanded on both sides in the Civil War. Born on April 2, 1802, in New York City of Irish immigrants, Dennis Hart Mahan was a frail boy who wanted to be an artist. His family moved to Virginia, and Mahan grew up in Norfolk.

Mahan sought admission to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, because drawing was part of the curriculum instituted by Superintendent Sylvanus Thayer. Entering West Point in 1820, Mahan soon attracted Thayer’s attention as a brilliant student, and from Mahan’s second year, Thayer made him acting assistant professor of mathematics.

Mahan graduated at the top of his class of 32 students in 1824 and was commissioned in the engineers. He remained at the academy to teach, but in 1826 Thayer selected him to go to Europe to study both military and civil engineering, with an emphasis on waterways and roads. Mahan spent much of his time in France, then the world’s center for military engineering. There he inspected military fortifications and also completed a course in the School of Application for Engineers and Artillery at Metz. When he returned to West Point in 1830, he became acting professor of engineering. Two years later he became professor of civil and military engineering and resigned his commission, and in 1838 he became dean of the faculty.

Mahan taught the essential course in Thayer’s curriculum, the fourth-year course in civil and military engineering, known by 1843 as Engineering and the Science of War. This included the study of civil and military architecture, field fortifications, and artillery science and a demanding final-year capstone experience. Significantly, Mahan initiated the American branch of the study of military theory.

An exacting professor and most unmilitary figure who refused to wear a uniform, Mahan stressed the necessity of officers acquiring a broad historical and theoretical knowledge of war. Because no textbooks in English were available, Mahan produced his own. His many published books helped establish military engineering in the United States. They included Complete Treatise on Field Fortification (1836), Elementary Course of Civil Engineering (1837), Summary of the Course of Permanent Fortification and of the Attack and Defense of Permanent Works (1850), and An Elementary Course of Military Engineering (1867). His most important book was An Elementary Treatise on Advanced-Guard, Out-Post, and Detachment Service of Troops. It first appeared in 1847. Cadets knew it simply as Out-Post. In addition to its use at West Point, the book was also widely adopted for militia and volunteer training before the Civil War. The year before, in 1846, one of Mahan’s favorite students, Henry W. Halleck (West Point class of 1839), published his own book, Elements of Military Art and Science, stressing the importance of fortification. These two books were the basis for the development of pre–Civil War U.S. Army tactics.

Mahan and Halleck both stressed that war was a science and could therefore be learned. Knowledge of military history was the key. As Mahan recognized, there were exceptions, and “it is in discovering these cases that the talent of the general is shown.” Mahan was heavily influenced by French writer Antoine Henri Jomini, an admirer of Napoleon. Mahan and Halleck both stressed the Napoleonic principle of fire and maneuver, culminating in one big battle. To ensure knowledge of the enemy and deprive him of information in turn, up to one-fifth of a force should be invested in guards, outposts, and reconnaissance that would screen maneuver by the main body. Virtually all Civil War commanders who attended the academy after 1830 sat in Mahan’s classroom.

In addition to making West Point a model among American schools of engineering, Mahan also helped nourish the military tradition in Virginia. He encouraged the founding in 1839 of the Virginia Military Institute, which used his texts and until 1860 called its summer encampment Camp Mahan. A staunch Unionist, Mahan continued as professor of engineering at the academy until 1871, when the academic board decided that his advanced age necessitated his retirement. Mahan died shortly thereafter on September 16, 1871, when he fell off (or intentionally walked off) a boat and drowned in the Hudson River near West Point. His son was U.S. Navy admiral, geostrategist, and educator Alfred Thayer Mahan.
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Mahone, William

Birth Date: December 1, 1826

Death Date: October 8, 1895

Confederate officer. William Mahone was born on December 1, 1826, in Southampton County, Virginia. He graduated from the Virginia Military Institute in 1847. Mahone taught at Rappahannock Military Academy from 1847 to 1851, and in the decade prior to the Civil War he was a civil engineer for multiple railroads. He was president of the Norfolk & Petersburg Railroad when Virginia seceded from the Union in 1861.

Mahone began the war as lieutenant colonel of the 6th Virginia Infantry Regiment. He was promoted to colonel on May 2, 1861, and to brigadier general on November 16, 1861. He participated in every major engagement of the Army of Northern Virginia between the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and its surrender at Appomattox Court House in April 1865 with the exception of the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). His absence that day was because Mahone was badly wounded at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). In addition to the wound, he suffered from various other health problems. During the final year of the war, Mahone became one of General Robert E. Lee’s most reliable field commanders. Mahone performed conspicuously in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), when he assumed command of a division in III Corps, and throughout the balance of the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). He also saw extensive action in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). On July 30, 1864, Mahone distinguished himself when brigades under his command defeated the Union attack at the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864). He was subsequently advanced to major general. Mahone’s division was among the army’s few largely intact commands at the time of Lee’s surrender on April 9, 1865.

After the war, Mahone returned to railroad engineering. In 1880 he was elected to the U.S. Senate, where he served one term. Although he ran as a Readjuster—a populist coalition of Democrats and white and black Republicans—he eventually joined the Republican Party. Mahone died on October 8, 1895, in Washington, D.C.
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Maine

New England state encompassing 33,265 square miles. Located in far northern New England, Maine borders New Hampshire and Quebec to the west and New Brunswick to the north and east and has a long shoreline along the Atlantic Ocean to the south-southeast. With an 1860 population of approximately 628,000 people, the overwhelmingly rural state of Maine made its chief contribution to the Union war effort in the form of men for the Union Army and the Union Navy. The state contributed only small quantities of military supplies, owing to its small industrial base. There was no fighting in the territory during the Civil War. During the war, the majority of Maine’s population lived south of Bangor, with the highest density along or near the seacoast. The northern and interior portions of Maine were very sparsely populated and were settled chiefly by farmers and trappers.

Maine is home to numerous and commodious harbors, but these played little direct role in the war because they were so far removed from the fighting. The war did, however, adversely affect Maine’s coastal residents who made their living in trade and other oceangoing ventures. Indeed, the loss of a number of merchant ships to Confederate commerce raiders brought some financial hardship to the state.

Most Maine residents were enthusiastic supporters of the war effort and, even more, were ardent opponents of slavery. Many saw in the Civil War a chance to rid the nation of the scourge of slavery for good. Abraham Lincoln carried Maine by an overwhelming majority in the 1860 and 1864 elections, and the Republican Party enjoyed strong support in the state. Perhaps the only elements in the population to display ambivalence toward the war effort were those who resided along the coast who had seen their livelihoods curtailed because of trade disruptions.

From 1861 to 1865, Maine provided some 67,000 men to the Union war effort. They served in 35 regiments, marine and navy units, and other specialized outfits. Of this total, nearly 9,000 lost their lives in the fighting, while another 11,000 or so were wounded. During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), the 20th Maine Regiment played a major role in the fighting in the defense of the critical point of Little Round Top.

Maine also provided several outstanding general officers during the war. They included Major General Oliver O. Howard, Brigadier General Adelbert Ames, and Brigadier General Joshua L. Chamberlain. After the war, Chamberlain served as the governor of Maine for four one-year terms.
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Maine, 20th Infantry Regiment
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Major, James Patrick

Birth Date: May 14, 1836

Death Date: May 7, 1877

Confederate officer. James Patrick Major was born on May 14, 1836, in Fayette, Missouri. After attending local schools, he enrolled at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and graduated 23rd in the class of 1856. He was thereafter assigned to the Carlisle Barracks in Pennsylvania, a post he held for one year. On December 1, 1856, Second Lieutenant Major transferred to the 2nd Cavalry Regiment, a prestigious posting, and was dispatched to the western Texas frontier.

Major’s loyalties lay more with the Confederacy than the Union. Thus, in March 1861 he resigned his commission in the U.S. Army and accepted a commission as a staff officer for Brigadier Generals Earl Van Dorn and David E. Twiggs as a lieutenant colonel. Major saw action as part of the Missouri State Guard in the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861). His performance there led to his appointment as chief artillery officer for General Van Dorn. Seeing action during the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862), Major was instrumental in blocking Union vessels from gaining access to Vicksburg.

In early 1863 Major, now a colonel, led a brigade of Texas cavalry and was wounded during campaigns along Bayou Teche. In July 1863 he was advanced to brigadier general and was briefly assigned to Texas. He ably led his dismounted troops during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), participating in the Confederate victories at Mansfield (April 8, 1864) and Pleasant Hill (April 9, 1864). By 1865, Major was leading a cavalry brigade under the command of Major General John A. Wharton. Major was paroled on June 11, 1865, in New Iberia, Louisiana.

Restless and unable to accept the South’s defeat, Major traveled in Europe and spent time in France before returning to the United States, where he became a planter in eastern Texas and western Louisiana. Major died on May 7, 1877, in Austin, Texas.
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Mallet, John William

Birth Date: October 10, 1832

Death Date: November 7, 1912

Confederate officer and ordnance expert. John William Mallet was born near Dublin, Ireland, on October 10, 1832, the son of a noted civil engineer and scientist. Mallet earned a degree from Trinity College, Dublin, in 1853 and also studied at the University of Göttingen during the summers of 1851 and 1852, earning a degree there in 1852. After working with his father on a number of projects, Mallet immigrated to the United States in 1854 and became a professor of chemistry at Amherst College. The following year he moved to Alabama, where he taught chemistry at the University of Alabama. He also took part in a geological survey of the state and analyzed American-grown cotton.

In 1861 Mallet enlisted in Confederate service as a private but soon was named aide-de-camp to Brigadier General Robert E. Rodes. In May 1862 Mallet transferred to the artillery. Later that year, now with the rank of lieutenant colonel, he was sent to the Confederate ordnance laboratories in Macon, Georgia, where he became superintendent of artillery development and production, overseeing all explosives and small arms production. He ended the war as a colonel.

In 1865 Mallet took a faculty position in the medical department of the University of Louisiana (Tulane), a post he held until 1868, at which time he joined the faculty of the University of Virginia. He lectured extensively at Johns Hopkins University during 1877–1878, and during 1883–1884 he was professor of chemistry and physics at the University of Texas (Austin). In 1884 he returned to the University of Virginia, where he remained until his retirement. He was a member of many national and international scientific organizations and founded the American Chemical Society, serving as its president in 1882. Mallet died on November 7, 1912, in Charlottesville, Virginia.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Arms Manufacturing; Artillery, Land, CSA; Artillery Projectiles, Land; Artillery Projectiles, Sea; Naval Ordnance; Rodes, Robert Emmett

Further Reading

Echols, William H. “John W. Mallet: Scholar, Teacher, Gentleman.” Alumni Bulletin of the University of Virginia, no. 6 (1913): 4–47.

Hoole, W. Stanley. “John W. Mallet and the Confederate Ordnance Laboratories, 1862–1865.” Alabama Review, no. 26 (1973): 33–72.

_______________________

Mallory, Stephen Russell

Birth Date: ca. 1813

Death Date: November 9, 1873

Confederate secretary of the navy. Born on Trinidad Island, probably in 1813, Stephen R. Mallory moved to Key West, Florida, with his family in 1820. Two years later his father died of tuberculosis. When Mallory was 14 years old his mother sent him to the Moravian School for Boys in Nazareth, Pennsylvania. His 3 years there constituted his formal education. Mallory then assisted his mother in running a boardinghouse.
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Stephen R. Mallory was the Confederate secretary of the navy throughout the duration of the Civil War. Well informed in naval matters and highly capable, Mallory was a strong advocate of ironclad ships, commerce raiding, and technological innovation but was handicapped by a lack of adequate funding and the South’s poor industrial base. (Bettmann/Corbis)

In 1833 Mallory was appointed customs inspector at Key West. At about the same time, he studied law with a local judge. Admitted to the bar before 1840, Mallory specialized in maritime cases. During the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), Mallory served as a volunteer aboard a gunboat. Then in 1845 President James K. Polk appointed him collector of customs at Key West.

In 1851 the Florida legislature elected Mallory to the U.S. Senate. Throughout his years in the Senate, Mallory served on the Naval Affairs Committee. Winning reelection to the Senate in 1857, he chaired the committee. He used this position to push for naval expansion and technical innovations. He also sought to reinstitute flogging, a move favored by many professional naval officers.

Aware that secession could lead to war, Mallory was one of the important Southern leaders who urged caution in handling the crisis over Fort Pickens at Pensacola. He resigned his Senate seat when Florida seceded. Despite some opposition to Mallory from diehard secessionists who were angered by his plea for caution at Fort Pickens, in February 1861 Confederate president Jefferson Davis appointed him secretary of the navy. Mallory was the only cabinet officer to keep his same position throughout the entire war, in large part because he got along well with Davis, whom he had known in the Senate. For the most part, Davis, whose interests lay with the army, gave Mallory a free hand.

Mallory faced daunting challenges. He soon established the Confederate Navy Department patterned after the U.S. Navy Department. Before the outbreak of the Civil War, he also sent naval agents to purchase supplies in the North and in Canada and Europe. Throughout the conflict, Mallory did all he could with the meager resources available to him. He was a staunch advocate of commerce raiding, which he hoped would disrupt the North financially, bring pressure on Washington to end the war, and divert Union warships from the blockade of Southern ports. He also dispatched naval agents to Europe to purchase cruisers and contract for the construction of others; the most successful of these was James D. Bulloch.

Mallory’s other great goal was the construction of ironclad vessels to help break the Union blockade and even to attack Northern ports. As early as May 1861, he had written that the South should fight wood with iron. Here the South with its limited industrial base and scattered resources was at a great disadvantage, although Mallory hoped to partially offset this with purchases in Europe.

Mallory also established the Torpedo Bureau, which experimented with torpedoes (naval mines) and the means to deliver them against Union warships. He had the good sense to recognize innovative subordinates, such as Lieutenant John Mercer Brooke. Mallory assigned Brooke to the Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, even though Brooke had no prior experience in ordnance design. Brooke became the South’s leading designer of naval ordnance.

Mallory came under increasing criticism after the loss of the Confederate ports of New Orleans and Norfolk and the scuttling, to avoid capture, of the ironclad Virginia. His critics brought forward a bill to abolish the Confederate Navy and transfer its functions to the Confederate Army, and in August 1862 they engineered a vote to censure Mallory personally. Both failed. A five-man congressional committee did investigate the department’s alleged inadequacy, but Mallory did not have to testify and was cleared of any wrongdoing. In retrospect, given the situation and resources available, it is hard to see how anyone else could have performed more effectively.

Mallory resigned his post on May 2, 1865. Union troops arrested him on May 20, and until March 1866 he was imprisoned at Fort Lafayette in New York Harbor. On his release, he returned to Florida to practice law. He also spoke out in public and in newspapers against the Radical Republican Reconstruction program. Mallory died in Pensacola on November 9, 1873.
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Malvern Hill, Battle of

Event Date: July 1, 1862

Final engagement of the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). On July 1, 1862, after six days of dramatic and bloody battles in which Confederate forces drove the Union army from the outskirts of Richmond, Confederate general Robert E. Lee, seemingly frustrated by his inability to achieve a decisive victory, planned an attack on the Union forces entrenched at Malvern Hill. Major General Fitz John Porter commanded the Malvern Hill defenses. The Federals had built a strong defensive position there that was secured by ravines and fortified with nearly 100 cannon on the crest of a plateau; 150 more cannon were in reserve, including heavy siege guns. Porter had three infantry divisions of his V Corps in the line of battle and portions of three corps in reserve.

Lee was convinced that Major General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac was ready to crack and that this was his last chance to deal the Union army a crippling blow before it could escape to the protection of Union gunboats along the James River at Harrison’s Landing. Porter’s topographical advantage and massive artillery strength gave Lee some concern, and Confederate generals knew that they would have to commit themselves to a frontal assault. Despite Major General Daniel H. Hill’s reported reservations to Lee, it was Major General James Longstreet who suggested that Confederate artillery on the left and right would be sufficient to provide an effective counterbattery fire against the Union guns. This might allow Lee’s troops to storm the hill.
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The sanguinary Battle of Malvern Hill, fought just outside Richmond, Virginia, on July 1, 1862, was the final major engagement in Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s campaign to drive Union forces from the Confederate capital. Confederate major general Daniel H. Hill said of the battle, “It was not war—it was murder.” (Library of Congress)

At 1:00 p.m. on July 1 the Confederates opened the battle with artillery fire, but over the next two hours the Union cannon steadily silenced the Southern guns. There was also some confusion as to Lee’s direct orders. But when Longstreet’s troops began operating against Union sharpshooters, Major General John B. Magruder, as a result of poor communication and unclear orders, took it to mean that the fight was fully under way and at 3:30 p.m. launched an assault into the teeth of withering Union cannon fire. Seeing what was happening, Lee then ordered a second attack, although he badly misapprehended the deteriorating tactical situation on his right. Magruder, anxious to redress his failures at Savage Station two days earlier, ordered more troops into battle at 4:45 p.m. Three brigades of Major General Benjamin Huger’s division and six of Magruder’s brigades now marched a half mile in open terrain on the Union left. Hill also ordered his brigades to join the assault. Noticeably missing were Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s three divisions; his men encountered a swamp, and Jackson had halted to reconnoiter.

From the outset, the Confederate assault lacked cohesion and effective communication. The Southern brigades were shattered by Union shell and canister fire, most of the attacking troops were cut down before they were able to come within 100 yards of the Union lines. Darkness ended the Confederate attacks at about 8:30 p.m. The Confederates had been soundly defeated. All told, the Confederates suffered 5,355 casualties, the Union forces only 3,214. Describing the battle, Hill wrote that “It was not war—it was murder.” Following the battle, Lee secured the transfer of Magruder to the Trans-Mississippi theater; Huger was also sent west.

Although the Battle of Malvern Hill was a tactical defeat for Lee, it marked the denouement of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Union forces had been unable to capture the Confederate capital. Despite Porter lobbying McClellan to hold his position and counterattack, on the night of July 1 the Union commander ordered his army to retreat to Harrison’s Landing. Lee’s forces suffered an inordinate number of casualties during the Seven Days’ Campaign. On the other hand, McClellan’s extreme cautiousness and readiness for withdrawal spelled failure for the campaign to take Richmond and end the war in 1862.
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Manassas, Battles of
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Manassas, CSS

Confederate Navy ironclad ram. Built in 1855 at Medford, Massachusetts, as the icebreaker Enoch Train, from 1859 the ship had been a tugboat at New Orleans. On the outbreak of the war, John A. Stevenson, secretary of the New Orleans Pilots Benevolent Association, raised $100,000 to convert it into a privateer ironclad ram. Stevenson chose the ship because of its powerful bow.

Working in some secrecy at Algiers, Louisiana, Stevenson removed the Enoch Train’s masts and superstructure and replaced the upper works with a convex deck of 12-inch-thick oak, covered by 1.5 inches of iron plate. The bow was filled in with solid timber, producing a 20-foot-long ram. Powered by two antiquated engines, the renamed Manassas mounted only one gun, an 8-inch 64-pounder smoothbore that fired forward through a small bow gun port. To train the gun, the entire ship had to be turned. This first-ever Confederate ironclad weighed only 387 tons and was 134 feet in length with a beam of 33 feet and a draft of 17 feet. Propelled by a single screw, it was capable of only four knots. It had a crew complement of 35 men. In appearance, apart from a large central smokestack, the ram resembled a cigar floating on the water.

Because the Manassas was the most powerful vessel available, Commander George N. Hollins, who had charge of Confederate naval forces on the upper Mississippi, was loath to see it act as a privateer. On October 11 Lieutenant Alexander Warley, acting on his orders, took possession of the ram, sending Stevenson and his crew ashore and replacing them with men from the squadron. Two months later the Confederate government officially purchased the ram, but Hollins had no intention of waiting for this action. That very day the ram set out on Warley’s command, driving the Union blockading squadron from the Mississippi in the Battle of the Passes (also known as Pope’s Run) early on October 12, although the Manassas sustained some damage itself.

The ram also played a prominent role in fighting on the river on April 24, 1862, when Flag Officer David G. Farragut ran his West Gulf Blockading Squadron up the Mississippi past Forts St. Philip and Jackson and on to New Orleans. Although the Manassas rammed the U.S. Navy screw sloop Brooklyn, the ram itself was damaged and its speed sharply reduced. Realizing that the end was near, Warley ran the ram ashore, and its crew escaped. The Manassas was burned and destroyed.
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Manassas Gap, Battle of

Event Date: July 23, 1863

Engagement in the final days of Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). As Lee withdrew south with his Army of Northern Virginia after the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Union major general George G. Meade, commander of the Army of the Potomac, was slow to try to trap the Confederates north of the rain-swollen Potomac River, and Lee’s engineers were able to bridge the river and escape into Virginia. Meade finally crossed the Potomac River east of the Blue Ridge Mountains, following Lee into Virginia.

Aware of charges that he had not been sufficiently aggressive in pursuing Lee, Meade now saw a chance to trap him. On July 22, 1863, he ordered Major General William Henry French, commander of III Corps, to push through Manassas Gap (Wapping Heights) in an effort to strike the Confederate flank at Front Royal and destroy much of Lee’s army. Confederate brigadier general James Alexander Walker commanded the Stonewall Brigade in defense of the gap. Outnumbered but aware that he had to buy time for Lee to escape southward, Walker prepared for a stout defense.

Early on the morning of July 23, French attacked and gradually over the next few hours used his superior numbers to grind down the Confederates. At 4:30 p.m., he finally drove Walker from the gap and back toward Front Royal. Reinforced by Major General Robert Emmett Rodes’s division, the Confederates were able to check the uncoordinated Union advance, and at dusk French called off his attack. During the night, Walker was able to withdraw his outnumbered forces into the Luray Valley. Lee’s army, meanwhile, passed safely southward. Each side sustained some 440 casualties in the battle.
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Manassas Gap Railroad

Railroad in northern Virginia that linked Manassas Junction with Strasburg and Mount Jackson in the northern Shenandoah Valley. The Manassas Gap Railroad played an important role in two major Civil War battles. The railroad, which stretched for approximately 60 miles, received its charter in 1850 and eventually established its headquarters in Strasburg.

Major construction was completed in the mid-1850s, but in 1859 the line was continued to Mount Jackson, west of Strasburg. Company officials and investors had hoped to link the commercial centers around Alexandria with the bountiful farmland farther west, especially in the fertile Shenandoah Valley. East of Manassas Junction, the railroad paid the Orange & Alexandria Railroad to carry its freight and passengers into Alexandria. Ambitious company officials had planned several additions, including the Independent Line, which was sanctioned in 1853 and begun the following year. Its construction would eliminate dependence on the Orange & Alexandria Railroad by running eastward from Gainesville into Alexandria. Although the work was begun, the economic downturn of the late 1850s and the coming of war prevented its completion. Nevertheless, by 1861 the Manassas Gap Railroad was among 17 railroads comprising Virginia’s effective transportation system.

With the outbreak of the Civil War, the railroad soon demonstrated its military importance. Both sides hastily prepared for battle and recognized the critical position of Manassas Junction in northern Virginia. Confederate forces consequently occupied the area, and Union commanders focused their attacks there as a step toward gaining control of the Shenandoah Valley. In mid-July 1861 Union brigadier general Irvin McDowell, under political pressure to engage the Confederates, led some 35,000 men of his Army of Northeastern Virginia out of Washington, D.C., to attack Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard’s 20,000 soldiers at Manassas. Meanwhile, to prevent Beauregard from being reinforced, Union major general Robert Patterson with 18,000 men moved against Joseph E. Johnston’s 12,000 Confederates in the Shenandoah Valley. The First Battle of Bull Run opened on the morning of July 21, and by noon the fighting had shifted decidedly in favor of McDowell’s much larger army, which seemed poised for victory. However, Confederate forces eventually turned the tide and sent Union troops fleeing to Washington. One of the deciding factors in the battle was the arrival of Johnston’s Army of the Shenandoah. The army had managed to evade Patterson, march through Ashby’s Gap, board the Manassas Gap Railroad at Piedmont Station (now Delaplane, Virginia), and join Beauregard’s army at Manassas. Johnston’s successful maneuver made apparent the strategic role of the railroad in warfare. After the First Battle of Bull Run, the Confederates tore up the rail line to prevent its use by Union forces.

One year later and on the same ground, Confederates again benefited from the railroad, although this time from the uncompleted portion of the line. In late August 1862 Confederate troops under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, commanding the left wing of the Army of Northern Virginia, seized Manassas Junction and the mass of Union supplies there. As Major General John Pope’s Federals bore down on him from two directions, Jackson positioned his army along and behind the steep embankments of the unfinished railroad cut, which allowed his men to withstand enemy assaults until the other wing of the Army of Northern Virginia reached the battlefield. On August 29–30, the Independent Line was used on various parts of the battlefield as united Confederate forces routed Pope’s army in the Second Battle of Bull Run.

In the autumn of 1864 after Union major general Philip Sheridan gained control of the upper Shenandoah Valley, the Federals decided to rebuild the Manassas Gap Railroad, which would easily link Sheridan’s army to Washington and Charlottesville. Earlier reconstruction attempts had failed because of Confederate guerrilla raids led by Lieutenant Colonel John Mosby. For several weeks in late September and early October 1864, civilian railroad crews, guarded and supervised by Union troops, attempted to repair the rail line. Mosby struck again at several locations, however, and the effort to rebuild the line was finally abandoned. In 1867 the Manassas Gap Railroad merged with the Orange & Alexandria Railroad to become the Orange, Alexandria, & Manassas Railroad.
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Maney, George Earl

Birth Date: August 24, 1826

Death Date: February 9, 1901

Confederate officer. George Earl Maney was born on August 24, 1826, in Franklin, Tennessee. He graduated from the University of Nashville in 1845 and enlisted in the army as a second lieutenant of Tennessee volunteers during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) but was soon discharged for disability. In 1847 he was commissioned a first lieutenant in the short-lived 3rd Dragoons and mustered out of service in 1848. Two years later he commenced a legal practice in Nashville.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Maney sided with the Confederacy and entered service on May 8, 1861, as a captain of the 11th Tennessee Infantry but was quickly elected colonel of the 1st Tennessee Infantry Regiment. After seeing action in the Battle of Cheat Mountain (September 11–15, 1861) and service under Brigadier General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, Maney requested transfer to the western theater and arrived in time to lead a brigade with notable ability in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). He was promoted to brigadier general on April 16, 1862, and given a permanent brigade command in what became the Army of Tennessee. He subsequently participated in the Battles of Perryville (October 8, 1862), Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), and Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863), mostly under fellow Tennessean Major General Benjamin F. Cheatham. After-battle reports indicate that Maney performed his duties well.

Maney next saw action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), and his brigade served prominently in the defense of Atlanta. He commanded Cheatham’s division during the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864) and the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864), where Maney was wounded. Granted disability leave, he did not hold a field command but performed staff duty in Georgia during Union major general William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and in North Carolina during Sherman’s subsequent March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Maney was paroled in North Carolina on May 1, 1865.

After the war, Maney served as president of the Tennessee & Pacific Railroad for nine years, beginning in 1868. He also supported Reconstruction efforts and reconciliation between the North and the South. After a failed bid to capture the Republican nomination for governor of Tennessee in 1876, he held several diplomatic appointments, including minister to Colombia (1881–1882), consul general to Bolivia (1882–1883), and ambassador to Uruguay and Paraguay (1890–1894). Maney died on February 9, 1901, in Washington, D.C.
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Manigault, Arthur Middleton

Birth Date: October 26, 1824

Death Date: August 17, 1886

Confederate officer. Arthur Middleton Manigault was born to a family of wealthy rice planters in Charleston, South Carolina, on October 26, 1824. Educated by private tutors, he attended the College of Charleston but left school in 1841 to become a merchant. He fought as a volunteer in the Palmetto Rifles during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), receiving three wounds, and returned to Charleston at war’s end to resume his mercantile interests.

In December 1860, Manigault was elected captain of a local militia company of mounted riflemen. Thereafter he served in staff positions, first as a lieutenant colonel and as an aide-de-camp to Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard. Manigault was with Beauregard during the April 12–14 bombardment of Fort Sumter. In May 1861 Manigault was promoted to colonel and given command of the 10th South Carolina Infantry Regiment. Several weeks later he was appointed commander of South Carolina’s First District, based at Georgetown on the state’s northeastern coast. However, he was directed to abandon the site in March 1862 and was dispatched south to Charleston, where he served for a short time under Brigadier General Roswell Ripley.

In the late spring of 1862 Manigault was sent to the western theater, where he would remain for the duration of the war. He performed admirably at the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862) and the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 3, 1863) and was frequently in command of a brigade. Manigault was appointed brigadier general on April 26, 1863, and was heavily engaged at Chickamauga (September 19–20) and Missionary Ridge (November 25).

Manigault saw more heavy fighting in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and was wounded slightly at the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15, 1864). He was conspicuous in the Battles of Atlanta (July 22), Ezra Church (July 28), and Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864). During General John Bell Hood’s invasion of Tennessee, Manigault was in the thick of the fighting before again being wounded, this time seriously, in the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864). Manigault’s recovery was long and arduous, which kept him from seeing any further action during the war.

After the war he returned to South Carolina, where he took over his family’s plantation. He also served as adjutant and inspector general for the State of South Carolina. Manigault died at South Island, South Carolina, on August 17, 1886, a death in all likelihood precipitated by his war wounds.
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Mann, Ambrose Dudley

Birth Date: April 26, 1801

Death Date: November 15, 1889

Confederate diplomat. Ambrose Dudley Mann was born on April 26, 1801, in Hanover Court House, Virginia. He attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, but left without graduating. He subsequently studied law and practiced for a time but left his legal practice in 1842, when he took a functionary post in the U.S. State Department.

Mann held several posts abroad until 1853, when he became the first assistant secretary of state, a post he held until 1856. While holding these diplomatic posts, Mann unabashedly embraced the Southern cause, even publishing articles in which he urged Southern economic autonomy. He was also an ardent states’ rights advocate.

In March 1861, Confederate president Jefferson Davis appointed Mann an at-large Confederate diplomat to Europe. Mann soon proved to be a poor choice. During a year in Paris and three years in Belgium, he accomplished very little. Completely contrary to what a good diplomat should be, Mann was indiscrete, indelicate, impolitic, and unsubtle. He was also disorganized and often exhibited poor judgment.

Mann sent frequent reports to Confederate secretary of state Judah P. Benjamin, many of which were inaccurate and replete with hyperbole. Mann did provide some positive propaganda in London during 1861 and 1862, but that was the extent of his usefulness. In late 1863 he visited Pope Pius IX in Rome, asking him to stop Union recruitment of German and Irish Catholic soldiers. Mann had done so without authorization from Richmond and based the visit on a badly interpreted letter of courtesy from the pope to President Davis, which Mann had incorrectly understood to be a papal endorsement of the Confederate cause.

Utterly dejected that the Confederacy had lost the war, Mann never returned to the United States. He lived in Paris and Chantilly, France, until his death on November 15, 1889, in Paris.
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Mansfield, Battle of

Event Date: April 8, 1864

Engagement of the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). The Battle of Mansfield, also known as the Battle of Sabine Cross Roads, took place in Desoto Parish and was also one of the last major Confederate victories of the war.

In March 1864, Major General Nathaniel P. Banks led some 25,000 men along the west bank of the Red River as a Union flotilla proceeded up the Red under the command of Rear Admiral David D. Porter. Another Union force of some 13,000 men, led by Major General Frederick Steele, was to move into Louisiana from Arkansas, with the two armies to converge on and take the strategic city of Shreveport.

General Edmund Kirby Smith, commander of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi Department headquartered at Shreveport, had some 25,000 men to resist the Union offensive, but these were divided between Major General Richard Taylor’s command in western Louisiana and Major General Sterling Price’s command in Arkansas. Realizing that the force under Banks and Porter was the greater threat, Smith dispatched Brigadier General Thomas J. Churchill with some 5,000 infantry to reinforce Taylor. Taylor, meanwhile, had withdrawn to Sabine Cross Roads south of Mansfield.

Before Churchill’s force could reinforce him, Taylor attacked Banks. With just 8,800 men, Taylor struck the far larger Union force on the afternoon of April 8. Banks was caught by surprise, with his men spread out in march formation over a span of 20 miles, making it difficult to deploy his greater resources. When the attackers mounted a double envelopment, Union resistance collapsed, and the panicked Federals fled to the rear. Only a stand just before sunset by Brigadier General William Emory’s division 3 miles back prevented complete disaster. Banks then withdrew 14 miles to Pleasant Hill.

The 12,000 Union troops actually engaged in the battle sustained 2,235 casualties (113 killed, 581 wounded, and 1,541 captured or missing). The Confederates also seized some 1,000 draft animals, 250 wagons, and 20 guns. Confederate losses in the battle were actually heavier in terms of percentage of men engaged, with about 1,500 killed, wounded, or captured or missing.
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Mansfield, Joseph King Fenno

Birth Date: December 22, 1803

Death Date: September 18, 1862

Union officer. Born in New Haven, Connecticut, on December 22, 1803, Joseph King Fenno Mansfield graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in the class of 1822. Commissioned in the Corps of Engineers, he held various assignments but was chiefly involved in the construction of coastal defenses throughout the South, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1832.
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Union brigadier general Joseph K. F. Mansfield commanded the XII Corps of the Army of the Potomac during the Battle of Antietam on September 17, 1862. Mansfield was mortally wounded while leading his men into battle and died the next day. (North Wind Picture Archives)

In early 1846 Mansfield, as a captain since 1838, was posted to Brigadier General Zachary Taylor’s Army of Occupation as chief engineer, a post that Mansfield would retain for the duration of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). In the spring of 1846, he was tasked with erecting Fort Texas (Fort Brown) on the north bank of the Rio Grande at present-day Brownsville, Texas. He later participated in its defense when it came under attack by Mexican forces in May 1846.

Prior to the Battle of Monterrey, Mansfield was responsible for conducting preengagement reconnaissance, which helped significantly in the battle plan. When that engagement began, he led one of the attacking columns and was wounded. Mansfield performed similar tasks for the Battle of Buena Vista, during which he also led troops. By the end of the war, he had been brevetted three times—to major (for the action at Fort Brown), to lieutenant colonel (for Monterrey), and to colonel (for Buena Vista).

Mansfield remained in the army after the war, and in 1853, at the personal request of Secretary of War Jefferson Davis with whom he had served in Mexico, Mansfield began serving as inspector general of the U.S. Army at the permanent staff rank of colonel. He remained in that post until April 28, 1861, when he took command of the Department of Washington, D.C., at the beginning of the Civil War.

By mid-May 1861, Mansfield had been promoted to brigadier general in the regular army. Moving quickly to shore up the capital’s defenses, he sent troops to seize fortified positions on the Virginia side of the Potomac River. Beginning in March 1862, he served briefly at Fort Monroe under Major General John E. Wool. Mansfield also led a division in VII Corps for a brief time during Union operations at Suffolk, Virginia. On September 15, 1862, he took command of XII Corps in the Army of the Potomac, then headquartered at Frederick, Maryland, in preparation for a showdown with Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s invading Army of Northern Virginia.

Mansfield took part in the ensuing Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). During the first two hours of heavy combat, he led his corps through a wooded area in an attempt to reach the bulk of the fighting in an adjacent 40-acre cornfield. When he reached the edge of the forest, a group of concealed Confederates opened fire. His men hesitated, but Mansfield pressed ahead. Believing the Confederate snipers to be Federals, he ordered his men not to fire on them. Almost immediately another Confederate volley rang out, and Mansfield was struck in the stomach. He toppled from his horse, bleeding profusely, and was carried to a nearby field hospital, where he died on September 18. On March 12, 1863, Mansfield was promoted posthumously to major general of volunteers, to date from July 18, 1862.
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Manson, Mahlon Dickerson

Birth Date: February 20, 1820

Death Date: February 4, 1895

Union officer. Born in Piqua, Ohio, on February 20, 1820, Mahlon Dickerson Manson was educated in local schools. He later moved to Montgomery County, Indiana, and taught school for a year. He then studied medicine in Cincinnati, and in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) he served as a captain. During the 1850s, Manson served in the Indiana legislature while also working as a druggist in Crawfordsville, Indiana.

When the Civil War began, Manson mustered into the Union Army as a captain in the 10th Indiana Infantry, and in May he became its colonel. Manson fought in the Battle of Rich Mountain (July 11, 1861); he then led a brigade in the Battle of Mill Springs (January 19, 1862) in Kentucky. In March 1862, Manson won promotion to brigadier general of volunteers. During Confederate major general Edmund Kirby Smith’s August–September 1862 invasion of Kentucky, Manson was wounded and captured during the Union disaster at Richmond, Kentucky (August 29–30). Exchanged in December, he returned to active duty. In 1863, Manson led a division in Kentucky before assuming command of a brigade and then a division in the Army of the Ohio. He temporarily commanded XXIII Corps from September to December, but during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), he returned to brigade command in the same corps of the Army of the Ohio. On May 14, 1864, Manson was severely wounded near Resaca, Georgia. This injury forced him to resign his commission from the army in December 1864.

Postbellum, Manson engaged in politics. He joined the Democratic Party and ran unsuccessfully for the lieutenant governorship of Indiana in 1865. He later served in Congress from 1871 to 1873. Manson also held the positions of state auditor, lieutenant governor, and district collector of internal revenue. He died on February 4, 1895, in Crawfordsville, Indiana.
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Marais des Cygnes River, Battle of the

Event Date: October 25, 1864

The first in a series of three battles fought on October 25, 1864, during Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). Also known as the Battle of the Osage and the Battle of Trading Post, the Battle of the Marais des Cygnes River was fought in Linn County, Kansas, just across the Missouri state line. Following his defeat in the Battle of Westport (October 23, 1864) in present-day Kansas City, Missouri, by Union forces under Major General Samuel F. Curtis and Major General Alfred Pleasonton’s Provisional Cavalry Division of the Department of the Missouri, Price, now greatly outnumbered and threatened from several directions, was forced to begin a long retreat to Confederate territory. His movement was slowed by some 500 wagons of supplies secured during the expedition and desperately needed by the Confederacy.

Price headed south, hugging the Missouri-Kansas state line while being pursued by Pleasonton, who hoped to catch up with Price before he reached Confederate territory. That occurred early on the morning of October along the Marais des Cygnes River, 60 miles south of Westport.

At 4:00 a.m. in rain on October 25, two of Pleasonton’s brigades, commanded by Colonels Frederick Benteen and John F. Philips, came on the Confederates camped at a place on the river known as Trading Post. Price immediately ordered his men to cross, protected by Brigadier General James F. Fagan’s division. Although they were unable to prevent the crossing, in the fighting the Union cavalrymen took 100 prisoners and captured two guns. Casualty totals are not known.

Later that same morning, a second engagement occurred at Mine Creek; a third engagement took place at the Little Osage River that afternoon.
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March through the Carolinas

See Sherman’s March through the Carolinas
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March to the Sea
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Marine Corps, Confederate

Created by act of the Confederate Congress on March 16, 1861, the Confederate Marine Corps was governed by the same regulations established for the U.S. Marine Corps in 1852. Marines were part of the navy establishment but held army ranks. They performed the traditional duties of shipboard security and acted as orderlies. Having been trained both in small arms and large naval ordnance, during battle they assisted on the gun deck and formed boarding parties when required. They also helped constitute shore parties. When marines were assigned ashore, their primary duty was to guard naval yards. At the pleasure of the president, they could be called out to quell civil unrest. Confederate marines performed these same functions during the Civil War.

The Confederate Marine Corps was, however, organized somewhat differently than the U.S. Marine Corps. The Confederate Marine Corps was initially organized as a single battalion of six companies, commanded by a major. The regimental staff consisted of a quartermaster, a paymaster, an adjutant, a sergeant major, and a quartermaster sergeant. A captain commanded each company, assisted by a first lieutenant and a second lieutenant. Enlisted personnel at the company level consisted of 4 sergeants, 4 corporals, 2 musicians, and 100 men.

When it was apparent that a battalion was insufficient to fill Confederate Navy requirements, the Marine Corps was increased to regiment strength, with 10 companies. On May 30, 1861, the staff was changed to include a colonel, a lieutenant colonel, a quartermaster at the rank of major, a sergeant major, and a quartermaster sergeant. In addition there were another major, 10 captains, 10 first lieutenants, and 20 second lieutenants. Enlisted strength in the 10 companies consisted of 40 sergeants, 40 corporals, 2 musicians, 10 drummers, 10 fifers, and 840 privates. Colonel Lloyd James Bell from Maryland, who had been a U.S. Army major and paymaster but had resigned his commission in April 1861, became the first commandant of the Confederate Marine Corps. Most of the other officers, however, had served with the U.S. Marine Corps. Twenty-two of 67 serving U.S. Marine Corps officers in 1861 resigned their U.S. commissions and accepted service in the Confederate Marine Corps.

The full Confederate Marine Corps manpower complement was never realized. The long term of enlistment (at first four years but later reduced to three), inadequate bounties (initially $10, later raised to $450), and reputation for harsh discipline worked against this. The maximum number of Confederate marines at any one time was 571, on October 31, 1864. Marine pay was generally on a par with that of the army. As with the navy, the Confederate Marine Corps suffered from frequent squabbles among the officers over rank and assignments.

During the Civil War, Confederate marines provided excellent service. During the first year of the war they were chiefly concentrated at the Pensacola Navy Yard in Florida, where they saw action in raids against Union forces at Fort Pickens. Marines served on CSS Sumter, the first Confederate commerce raider, and when that ship was at Gibraltar about to be sold, Sergeant George Stephenson was the ship’s last commander. He thus enjoys the distinction of being the sole marine, North or South, to command a ship in the war. Marines took part in the Battle of Port Royal Sound (November 5–7, 1861) in South Carolina. They also saw action in the engagement between CSS Virginia and USS Monitor (March 8–9, 1862), after which a permanent marine camp, known as Camp Beall, was established at Drewry’s Bluff on the James River in Virginia. There they helped guard the Richmond and Manchester Navy Yards as well as the James River Squadron and were heavily engaged in the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864).

Confederate marines also took part in the defense of Charleston, South Carolina, and participated in the capture of the U.S. Navy gunboat Water Witch, taken on June 3, 1864. Marines served with distinction in the Battles of Fort Fisher (December 24–25, 1864, and January 13–15, 1865) and formed part of the naval brigade that fought in the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865).
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Marine Corps, U.S.

At the onset of the Civil War, members of the U.S. Marine Corps continued to fulfill their traditional duties of providing security on naval warships. They also served as orderlies. They were supposed to be proficient in both the use of small arms and the exercise of large naval guns, so during battle marines assisted on the gun deck and helped constitute boarding parties. They also participated in the occasional landing parties sent ashore. When assigned ashore, their principal duty was guarding the various navy yards. At the direction of the president, marines could also be called upon to put down civil disorder. While they were part of the navy establishment, marines held army ranks.

There were 2,355 U.S. marines in June 1861. Surprisingly few officers resigned their commissions to fight for the South. Of 67 marine officers at the start of the Civil War, only 22 resigned to accept commissions with the South. Among these was adjutant and inspector general Major Henry B. Tyler. Of remaining marine officers, only Majors John G. Reynolds and Jacob Zeilin had ever commanded in combat, during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). As with the army, the majority of newly commissioned officers did not receive their commissions through demonstrated military ability. Congress authorized two increases in the size of the Marine Corps during the war, in 1861 and 1863. By war’s end, the Marine Corps counted 87 officers and 3,774 enlisted men.

Achieving authorized enlistment strength remained a problem throughout the war. In large part this reflected difficulties with bounties. Once enlisted, recruits were sent to the Marine Barracks in Washington, D.C., for their military instruction.

The Marine Corps suffered from inferior leadership. All of the corps’ senior officers were in their 60s, too old for field service and too committed to an administrative role. Commandant Colonel John Harris had been commissioned in the War of 1812 and had last seen combat during the Seminole Wars. Following his death on May 2, 1864, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles retired several other senior officers in order to appoint the capable Zeilin as Harris’s successor. None of the senior leadership, however, suggested to the Abraham Lincoln administration the possibility of employing the Marine Corps as an amphibious assault force, which would be its raison d’être in the next century.

The Marine Corps distinguished itself in the years immediately before the Civil War in quelling civil unrest. On June 1, 1857, marines helped crush an attempt by the so-called Plug-Uglies to disrupt elections in Washington, D.C. Then on October 17, 1859, marines put down the insurrection led by abolitionist John Brown at Harpers Ferry, Virginia.

As the first Southern states seceded in early 1861, marines successfully protected Washington, D.C., and Baltimore, Maryland, from potential mob violence. Marines helped provide security in New York City in the wake of the New York City Draft Riots in July 1863. In Florida, the marine detachment at the Pensacola Navy Yard surrendered on orders, but marine reinforcements subsequently assisted in the defense of Fort Pickens. Marines also assisted in the destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard, precipitously abandoned on the succession of Virginia.

Major Reynolds marched a battalion of nearly 350 marines from Washington to fight as infantry with Brigadier General Irvin McDowell’s army during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Reynolds’s men were only recently enlisted and largely untrained, and they soon collapsed under the pressure of the Confederate counterattack at Henry Hill, subsequently withdrawing with the rest of McDowell’s force.

Future efforts at battalion-size operations met with similar unfavorable results. Reynolds deployed a new marine battalion to participate in Flag Officer Samuel Du Pont’s capture of Port Royal, South Carolina, on November 7, 1861. However, in the severe storm that scattered the Union ships en route, the transport sank, drowning 7 men and preventing the battalion from taking part. A separate battalion under Major Zeilin arrived to take part in Union operations against Charleston, South Carolina. Some of the men participated in the ill-conceived night attack against Fort Sumter on September 8–9, 1863. Some 150 marines took part in a naval-marine brigade formed in 1864 from men of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron that saw action in a series of low-intensity fights in South Carolina in an effort to sever the Charleston-Savannah railroad line.

Marines also saw action in the battles at Fort Fisher on December 24–25, 1864, and January 13–15, 1865. On January 13, 1865, Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter organized a naval brigade of 1,600 sailors and 400 marines to assault the face of the fort on the assumption that the naval bombardment had weakened that redoubt’s defenses and that the fleet would provide supporting fire. The attack went awry, with the assault force soon pinned down. The marines suffered 60 casualties. The attack did, however, distract the Confederate defenders, who assumed it to be the principal Union effort, and this helped the army assault on the north face to succeed.
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The slogan of the U.S. Marine Corps, “Semper Fidelis” (Always Faithful), emblazoned on silk, ca. 1860. (Marine Corps Art Collection)

Marines played a key role in the blockade, serving aboard warships. Marine gunners took part in Flag Officer David Farragut’s passage of the Mississippi forts and capture of New Orleans during April 1862 and earned distinction in the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864), for which eight Marines won Medals of Honor. Fellow gunners aboard the U.S. Navy steam sloop Kearsarge contributed to the sinking of the Confederate commerce raider Alabama off Cherbourg, France, on June 19, 1864. Overall, the Marine Corps lost 77 men killed in combat during the war. Colonel Zeilin rendered his chief service to the corps after the war by defeating a move to abolish the corps altogether. The commandant’s greatest supporters were senior naval officers who defended the dutiful service of the Marine Corps during the Civil War and its necessity to the U.S. Navy.
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Marks’ Mills, Battle of

Event Date: April 25, 1864

Engagement in the Arkansas phase of the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). The Battle of Marks’ Mills (sometimes known as the Slaughter of Marks’ Mills) took place in Cleveland County, Arkansas. Following the defeat of Union forces in the Battle of Poison Spring (April 18, 1864), Confederate major general Sterling Price continued his modified siege of Camden, held by Union troops under Major General Frederick Steele.

With Union supplies dwindling and the road from Camden to Pine Bluff open, Steele ordered Lieutenant Colonel Francis M. Drake to proceed with a brigade and 240 wagons to Pine Bluff and secure supplies there. Ultimately Drake commanded a force of perhaps 1,800 men, including some cavalry and artillery. Some white civilians and perhaps 300 African Americans accompanied the column.

Confederate major general James Fagan learned of Drake’s movement and positioned some 4,000 Confederate cavalrymen at the intersection of the Camden–Pine Bluff and Warren Road in order to ambush the Federals. The Battle of Marks’ Mills began on April 25, 1864, when Confederate brigadier general William L. Cabell’s division blocked Drake’s advance. Brigadier General Joseph O. Shelby’s division then smashed into the Union left. Overwhelming Confederate numbers forced Drake, who was wounded in the fighting, to surrender. Fagan gave Confederate casualties in the battle as 293 (41 killed, 108 wounded, and 144 missing). Estimates of Union casualties vary widely, from 1,133 to 1,600, most of them prisoners. The Confederates also took prisoner some 150 African Americans and were accused of killing some 100 others. The Confederates also captured some 200 wagons.

The Battle of Marks’ Mills effectively cut the Union supply line to Camden. This and the arrival of Confederate reinforcements compelled Steele to abort the campaign. He abandoned Camden on April 26, 1864, and marched his command north to Little Rock.
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Marmaduke, John Sappington

Birth Date: March 14, 1833

Death Date: December 28, 1887

Confederate officer. John Sappington Marmaduke was born on March 14, 1833, in Arrow Rock, Missouri, and attended both Harvard College and Yale University before enrolling at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, from which he graduated in 1857. He served as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army until the spring of 1861, when he resigned his commission and was appointed a colonel in the Missouri Militia. He later became colonel of the 3rd Confederate Infantry and performed effectively in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), during which he was wounded. He participated in the subsequent advance on and siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862) but later in the year transferred to the Trans-Mississippi Department, where he assumed command of a cavalry division.

Marmaduke performed well at the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862), for which he received promotion to brigadier general to date from November 15. In 1863 he accompanied Major General Sterling Price’s force on two raids into Missouri and saw extensive fighting in Arkansas. On September 6, 1863, Marmaduke fought a duel with Major General Lucius M. “March” Walker, whom he had accused of cowardice in the line of duty. Walker died in the duel, and Marmaduke was arrested for murder. He was quickly released, and the charges were dropped.

Marmaduke next saw action during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). During General Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864), Marmaduke was taken prisoner at Mine Creek, Kansas, and was held at Boston’s Fort Warren until war’s end. On March 18, 1865, while still imprisoned, he was advanced to major general, the last such Confederate appointment.

After the war Marmaduke settled in St. Louis, where he engaged in insurance and publishing businesses and served as a state railroad commissioner. In 1880 he ran unsuccessfully for the governorship of Missouri as a Democrat, but in 1884 he ran again and was elected. He campaigned as a conciliator, seeking to find accommodation between former Unionists and Confederates in a state that was still torn by factionalism. During his tenure, he successfully mediated two disruptive railway strikes and significantly increased state funding for education. Marmaduke died while still in office on December 28, 1887, in Jefferson City, Missouri.
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Marr, John Quincy

Birth Date: May 27, 1825

Death Date: June 1, 1861

Confederate officer and the first official Confederate casualty of the Civil War. John Quincy Marr was born on May 27, 1825, in Warrenton, Virginia. After graduating from the Virginia Military Institute in 1846, he taught math at his alma mater for a short time and then returned to Warrenton, where he supervised his family’s landholdings. He also served as the Fauquier County treasurer, sheriff, and presiding judge of county courts. In 1859 Marr helped establish a militia force known as the Warrenton Rifles, which was tasked with local defense. In 1861 he was a delegate to the Virginia Secession Convention.

In May 1861 Captain Marr’s Warrenton Rifles entered Confederate service and took up garrison duty in northern Virginia. In the early morning hours of June 1 as he stood along a road at Fairfax Court House, Marr was killed by a bullet fired by 2nd U.S. Cavalry Regiment soldiers commanded by Lieutenant Charles H. Tompkins. The Union force of some 50 men had ridden into town under cover of darkness and began firing their weapons indiscriminately. Marr was the victim of a random shooting, becoming the first Confederate soldier to die in the Civil War. He had been appointed a lieutenant colonel of Virginia state forces, but the commission had not been delivered at the time of his death.

In 1904 Marr was memorialized with a large stone monument in Fairfax Court House. Later his uniform and officer’s sword were placed on display in the Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond, Virginia.
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Marshall, Humphrey

Birth Date: January 13, 1812

Death Date: March 28, 1872

Politician and Confederate officer. Humphrey Marshall was born on January 13, 1812, in Frankfort, Kentucky. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1832. After less than a year in the U.S. Army, he resigned in 1833 and became an attorney. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served as a volunteer colonel. From 1849 to 1852, he served in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Whig. From 1852 to 1854, he was U.S. minister to China. Resuming his congressional career, this time on the American Party ticket, Marshall again sat in the U.S. House of Representatives during 1855–1859.

As civil war loomed, Marshall supported his state’s neutrality, but when that position became increasingly untenable, he took a brigadier general’s commission in the Confederate Army on October 30, 1861, and was promptly dispatched to far western Virginia. Frustrated with what he saw as a marginal command, on June 16, 1862, he resigned his commission, only to rescind it on June 19 when fellow Kentuckians implored him to remain in the army. In September 1862 during the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26), Marshall was ordered to move his brigade through the Virginia mountains into Kentucky. He moved slowly and arrived too late to have any impact. Indeed, he was chronically dilatory, for which he was criticized by General Braxton Bragg.

With the Kentucky Campaign at an end, Marshall was sent back to western Virginia, where he saw no additional action. He was without assignment until he resigned his commission on June 17, 1863. Elected to the Confederate Congress, he also practiced law in Richmond until war’s end. After the war, Marshall briefly settled in New Orleans before opening a law practice in Louisville, where he died on March 28, 1872.
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Marston, Gilman

Birth Date: August 20, 1811

Death Date: July 3, 1890

Union officer. Gilman Marston was born on August 20, 1811, in Orford, New Hampshire. He graduated from Dartmouth College in 1837. After teaching school and serving as headmaster of a private school in Indiana, he earned a degree from Harvard Law School in 1840 and established a legal practice in Exeter, New Hampshire, in 1841. From 1845 to 1849, he served in the state legislature. Marston then was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving there from 1859 until 1863.

After recruiting the 2nd New Hampshire Infantry Regiment, Marston was appointed its colonel on June 10, 1861, and led the unit at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). He also served during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and in the autumn of 1862 was assigned garrison duty in northern Virginia. Advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on November 29, 1862, Marston saw action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

In July 1863 Marston was tasked with establishing a prison camp at Point Lookout, Maryland, which became the Union’s largest such facility. By the spring of 1864, Marston resumed a field command, leading a brigade and occasionally a division in XVIII Corps, Army of the James. His brigade was then involved in the sanguinary Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Later that summer Marston was detailed to X Corps, Army of the James, and performed garrison duty in eastern Virginia.

After resigning his commission in April 1865, Marston returned to New Hampshire and served another term in the U.S. House of Representatives (1865–1867). He thereafter resumed his law practice, served as a state legislator (1872–1873, 1876–1878), and spent three months in the U.S. Senate in 1889 as a vacancy appointee. Marston died on July 3, 1890, in Exeter, New Hampshire.
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Marston, John

Birth Date: February 26, 1795

Death Date: April 8, 1885

Union naval officer. Born in Boston, Massachusetts, on February 26, 1795, John Marston received an appointment as an acting midshipman in the U.S. Navy on April 15, 1813. During the War of 1812, he served aboard the frigate President and then at the Portsmouth Navy Yard in New Hampshire. Following the war, he alternated service in the Mediterranean Squadron and the Brazil Squadron with shore duty, before being promoted to lieutenant on January 13, 1825. He then began a period of nearly 11 years on leave of absence and furlough, seeing only brief service on the sloop Vandalia in the West Indies Squadron in 1832 and 1833. After 5 years of active service from 1837 to 1842, primarily with the Brazil Squadron, which included promotion to commander in September 1841, he spent another 6 years on leave or awaiting orders. In 1848 he assumed command of the sloop Yorktown in the Africa Squadron for a 2-year tour of duty. After another period of professional inactivity, he served at the Philadelphia Navy Yard from 1852 to 1855. In September 1855 he was promoted to captain, which was followed by another extended period of leave, this one lasting until 1860.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Marston was assigned to command the frigate Cumberland, the flagship of the Home Squadron. He retained this command until September 1861. In April 1861 he participated in the evacuation of the Norfolk Navy Yard and then in August and September 1861 took part in actions in the waters off North Carolina, including the assault on Hatteras Inlet. In September, Marston assumed command of the screw frigate Roanoke in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. Although transferred to the retired list in December 1861, he remained on active duty, serving with the Roanoke until March 1862. He was the senior officer present when the Confederate ironclad ram Virginia attacked the ships of the squadron at Hampton Roads on March 8, 1862. Marston could only watch as the Virginia sank two ships, including his former command, the Cumberland. That evening when the ironclad Monitor arrived from New York, Marston disregarded orders from Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles to send the ship immediately to Washington, D.C., instead retaining it to counter Virginia’s expected return. The next day the Monitor fought its famous duel with the Virginia in the first battle between two ironclad warships.

After the Roanoke was decommissioned for repairs at the end of March 1862, Marston spent the remainder of the Civil War on shore duty, primarily as inspector of the Second Light House District, headquartered in Boston. He received promotion to commodore on the retired list in July 1862. In March 1881 he received a final promotion to rear admiral on the retired list. Marston died in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on April 8, 1885.
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Martin, James Green

Birth Date: February 14, 1819

Death Date: October 4, 1878

Confederate officer. James Green Martin was born in Elizabeth City, North Carolina, on February 14, 1819. Graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1840, Martin was commissioned a second lieutenant in the artillery and fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He was promoted to first lieutenant on February 16, 1847, and to captain on August 5, 1847. He was brevetted major on August 20, 1847, for his performance in the Battles of Contreras (August 19–20, 1847) and Churubusco (August 20, 1847), where he lost his right arm. He remained in the army following his recuperation, serving in various assignments, including duty in the West.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Martin resigned from the regular army on June 14, 1861, and was appointed first as North Carolina’s adjutant general of state troops, then beginning in September commanded all state troops as major general of militia. He performed effectively, with responsibility for the defense of the state and for the raising and equipping of troops. Martin exceeded the original state quota by 12,000 men.

Martin sought a field command and was appointed a brigadier general in the Confederate Army in May 1862. Following command of the District of North Carolina, in the autumn of 1863 he took charge of a brigade in the newly constituted Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia. In 1864 Martin’s brigade participated in the engagement at Newport Barracks (February 2), defeating its Union garrison; the defense of Richmond (May 10–May 31); the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12); and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

In deteriorating health, Martin was relieved of command of his brigade on June 28, 1864, and was sent to command the District of Western North Carolina, where he served for the remainder of the war. There he surrendered the last active Confederate unit in the eastern theater, Colonel William H. Thomas’s Cherokee Legion, on May 9, 1865. Following the war, Martin maintained a law practice in Asheville, North Carolina, where he died on October 4, 1878.
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Martin, William Thompson

Birth Date: March 25, 1823

Death Date: March 16, 1910

Confederate officer. William Thompson Martin was born on March 25, 1823, in Glasgow, Kentucky. Educated at Centre College (Kentucky), Martin relocated to Natchez, Mississippi, after graduation and became a lawyer and, later, a district attorney. Although he initially opposed secession, he recruited a cavalry company, which as its captain he led to Richmond in the spring of 1861. There the cavalry company was subsumed by the 2nd Mississippi Cavalry Battalion, with Martin, promoted to major, commanding. The battalion was then merged into the Jeff Davis Legion, which Martin commanded as a lieutenant colonel beginning in February 1862.

During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Martin took part in Major General J. E. B. Stuart’s Ride around McClellan (June 12–16). With the Army of Northern Virginia, Martin participated in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and the Maryland Campaign (September 1862). Advanced to brigadier general on December 2, 1862, Martin was ordered to the western theater in early March 1863. There he took charge of a division in Major General Joseph Wheeler’s cavalry corps in the Army of Tennessee, seeing action during the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and the Chickamauga Campaign (August–September 1863). Martin also participated in Wheeler’s First Raid (September 30–October 9, 1863).

Promoted to major general on November 10, 1863, Martin commanded the Cavalry Corps during the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). He also saw extensive action in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), during which his relationship with General Wheeler began to deteriorate. For months, Martin complained bitterly about Wheeler’s inability or unwillingness to keep his cavalry outfit properly equipped and manned. Martin had come to distrust Wheeler, and Wheeler had grown tired of Martin’s complaints. Following a failed Confederate attack against a Union stronghold in Dalton, Georgia, during which Martin had placed his force too far away to be of assistance, Wheeler stripped him of command on August 14, 1864, and also banished him from the Army of Tennessee.

Martin would not hold another field command, and he ended the war as commander of the District of Northwest Mississippi, which was largely an administrative post. After the war ended, Martin returned to Natchez, Mississippi. He became active in Democratic politics, served in the Mississippi Senate, and was the president of a local railroad. He was also a trustee of Jefferson College and the University of Mississippi. Martin died on March 16, 1910, in Natchez.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Atlanta Campaign; Chickamauga, Battle of; Knoxville Campaign; Stuart’s Ride around McClellan; Tullahoma Campaign; Wheeler, Joseph; Wheeler’s First Raid

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Martindale, John Henry

Birth Date: March 20, 1815

Death Date: December 12, 1881

Union officer. John Henry Martindale was born on March 20, 1815, in Sandy Hill, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1835. Commissioned a brevet second lieutenant, he resigned from the army in 1836 to study law. Admitted to the bar in 1838, he practiced first in Batavia, New York, and then in Rochester.

On August 9, 1861, Martindale received a brigadier general’s commission in the volunteer army and was ordered to Washington, D.C., to man the defenses there. He was subsequently assigned to III Corps in a division commanded by Brigadier General Fitz John Porter. Martindale led a brigade in Porter’s V Corps during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), after which Martindale contracted typhoid and was compelled to relinquish his field command. While Martindale convalesced, General Porter brought charges against him, asserting that he had openly stated, against orders, that he preferred surrendering to leaving his wounded men on the field of battle during fighting at Malvern Hill on July 1, 1862. A court of inquiry subsequently cleared Martindale of any wrongdoing.

After he returned to full duty, Martindale became the military governor for Washington, D.C., in February 1863, a post he retained until May 1864. He then took command of a division in XVIII Corps, which he led during the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864) and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). The following month, he had temporary command of the corps during the opening stages of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

Because of continued poor health, Martindale resigned from the army on September 13, 1864, but he was nevertheless brevetted major general, ironically for Malvern Hill, on March 13, 1865. Returning to his legal practice, he served as New York State’s attorney general (1867–1869). Martindale died while traveling in Europe on December 12, 1881, in Nice, France.
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Martinsburg, Virginia, Engagement at

Event Date: June 14, 1863

Engagement during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). Martinsburg, Virginia (West Virginia), sits at the northern end of the Shenandoah Valley. The 1860 population of Martinsburg was about 3,300 people. The town was strategically located where the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad met Valley Pike. During the Civil War, Martinsburg changed hands numerous times. The largest engagement for its control occurred on June 14, 1863, as the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia was carrying out its Gettysburg Campaign.

On June 13, a Confederate division under Major General Robert E. Rodes seized Berryville, Virginia. The following day he set his sights on nearby Martinsburg, where he hoped to sever Union communications and supply lines between Harpers Ferry and Winchester. On the evening of June 13, Rodes dispatched a cavalry force under Brigadier General Albert G. Jenkins. As Jenkins neared Bunker Hill outside Martinsburg, light skirmishing with Federals occurred. When the Union troops withdrew, he bivouacked on the hill, with orders to move into Martinsburg proper at first light.

Meanwhile, Union colonel Benjamin F. Smith, whose 1,500-man force was holding the town, had sent as many supplies and provisions out of Martinsburg by rail as he could in anticipation of a Confederate assault. Union troops under Brigadier General Daniel Tyler had been sent from Baltimore to reinforce him, but they did not arrive until the morning of June 14, just as the Confederates were about to attack.

Skirmishing began at 8:00 a.m., and Smith promptly led two infantry regiments, a cavalry company, and an artillery battery out of Martinsburg and positioned them astride the Winchester Road. Before long, battle was joined. Realizing that the Union troops were outnumbered and outgunned, General Tyler instructed Smith to abandon Martinsburg and get the baggage train on its way to Pennsylvania posthaste. Smith held the Confederates off as long as possible, allowing the train to get a head start. At around 5:00 p.m. when Confederate artillery began to shell Smith’s position, his men scattered. Reconstituting them near Shepherdstown, Smith led them on a night march to Harpers Ferry.

When Rodes’s men moved into Martinsburg in the early evening, they found some ammunition, 6,000 bushels of wheat, two ambulance wagons, and a number of Union soldiers who were then taken prisoner. Had Smith not been diligent, the Confederate take would have been far larger. The number of casualties during the engagement is not known.
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Maryland

Mid-Atlantic slaveholding border state with an 1860 population of 599,680 people. Maryland borders Pennsylvania to the north, Virginia and the District of Columbia to the south, West Virginia to the west, and Delaware and Chesapeake Bay to the east. Because of Maryland’s proximity to both the District of Columbia and Virginia, the state had much strategic importance. Also, Maryland’s location at the northern end of the Shenandoah Valley provided ready access to invading forces from the south. By 1861, Maryland was practically two states. In the eastern part of the state, which had deep cultural, social, and economic ties to the South, pro-Confederate sentiments ran high, while in western and west-central Maryland, most Marylanders were pro-Union. Slavery did exist in Maryland, but it was mainly confined to the large tobacco plantations located on the coastal plain. Industrially, Maryland’s largest city, Baltimore, offered a wide array of both small and large firms and shipbuilding facilities, which aided the Union war effort. The rest of the state was not highly industrialized but did provide food by way of agricultural production.
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Confederate troops cross the Potomac River at the start of the Antietam or Maryland Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), in General Robert E. Lee’s first invasion of the North. The Confederate invasion was halted by the Union victory in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). (Library of Congress)

As the secession crisis loomed in early 1861, Maryland governor Thomas H. Hicks, who sought neutrality for his state, postponed calling the state assembly into session, fearing that the body might push for a secession convention. The ploy worked, and the pro-Confederate faction in the assembly was unable to muster enough support to push for secession. Meanwhile, President Abraham Lincoln worked valiantly to keep Maryland in the Union camp. This was absolutely essential to the eventual Northern victory, because a Confederate-held Maryland would have meant that Washington, D.C., would have been completely surrounded by Confederate territory, making the defense of the capital city untenable.

Lincoln’s quest to keep Maryland in the Union did not begin well, as the first serious bloodshed of the Civil War occurred in Baltimore on April 19. As the 6th Massachusetts Militia marched through the city on its way to Washington, a riot broke out, fueled by angry pro-Confederates who began hurling stones at the Union troops. Before long the troops fired into the mob, killing 12 civilians and wounding many others. Four Union troops also lost their lives in the Baltimore Riot. The event galvanized pro-Southern Marylanders and led the federal government to treat Baltimore and Maryland as occupied territory. The riot also convinced many Southerners of Union guile, and Arkansas and Tennessee both cited the riot as a reason for their secession, which occurred on May 6 and 7, respectively.

After the riot, Brigadier General Benjamin F. Butler moved Union troops to the heights overlooking Baltimore, where a large number of Union troops remained for the duration of the war. The federal government suspended the writ of habeas corpus in Maryland, and individuals with suspicious loyalties were arrested and held at Fort McHenry. Included among them were Baltimore’s police chief and mayor as well as 19 state legislators. From the spring of 1861 on, the federal government essentially ran Maryland’s state government apparatus, and pro-Unionists were placed in strategic state positions.

As in Kentucky, the Civil War became a conflict of father against son, brother against brother, and neighbor against neighbor. Of the estimated 85,000 Marylanders who took up arms during the war, some 60,000 joined the Union ranks. The remainder went south to take up the Confederate cause. In all, Marylanders served in 22 infantry regiments, 6 cavalry regiments, 6 light artillery regiments, and 1 heavy artillery regiment. A good many Union troops remained on home guard duty, as the Lincoln administration wanted to keep Maryland’s defenses robust in the face of likely Confederate offensives. Toward the end of the war, however, more and more Maryland troops were called upon to serve farther south.

Maryland was the scene of numerous battles and skirmishes. In 1862, Confederate general Robert E. Lee invaded the state. Fierce fighting occurred around South Mountain, and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) near Sharpsburg was the bloodiest single day of the entire war, with 4,710 dead, 18,440 wounded, and 3,043 reported missing on the two sides. Lee’s men stood firm, but overwhelming Union numbers forced their withdrawal south into Virginia.

Two years later, Confederate forces again menaced Maryland during Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s Washington Raid (June 28–July 21, 1864). As part of the plan, Early demanded and received a payment of $20,000 from Hagerstown, Maryland, and $200,000 from the residents of Frederick. He had threatened to bombard the cities if they failed to comply. At Monocacy on July 9, a pitched battle resulted in a Union withdrawal east toward Baltimore. Early’s troops drove as far east as Silver Spring, only a few miles from Washington, D.C. Noting the stoutness of Union defenses near the capital, however, Early called off the assault on Washington, but the Confederate thrust nevertheless greatly unnerved the Lincoln administration and led to the shifting of troops there from the Army of the Potomac driving on Richmond.
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Maryland, Lee’s Invasion of
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Maryland, Union Department of

Short-lived federal military administrative unit created on July 19, 1861, and dissolved on July 25, 1861. The Union Department of Maryland essentially superseded the preexisting Department of Annapolis, which had been established on April 27, 1861. The Department of Maryland encompassed Maryland counties within 20 miles on each side of the rail line linking Annapolis with Washington, D.C., as far as Bladensburg, Maryland. Major General John A. Dix commanded the department before it was subsumed by the Department of Pennsylvania on July 25. Protection of the strategic railway was the Department of Maryland’s chief mission.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Annapolis, Union Department of; Dix, John Adams; Maryland; Pennsylvania, Union Department of

Further Reading

Walsh, Richard, and William Lloyd Fox. Maryland: A History. Baltimore: Maryland Historical Society, 1974.

_______________________

Mason, James Murray

Birth Date: November 3, 1798

Death Date: April 28, 1871

Confederate diplomatic envoy to Great Britain and a principal figure in the Trent Affair. James Murray Mason was born on Analostan Island in Fairfax County, Virginia, on November 3, 1798, to a wealthy and politically prominent family. Mason graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1818 and from the College of William and Mary, from which he earned a law degree, in 1820.

Mason was admitted to the Virginia bar and began practicing law in Winchester. In 1826 he entered politics, serving in the Virginia House of Delegates (1826–1827, 1828–1832). In 1836 he ran successfully for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Jacksonian Democrat and served from 1837 until 1839. By all accounts, Mason was a difficult personality; many found him pompous, egotistical, and high-handed.
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James Mason of Virginia was a lawyer and U.S. senator who authored the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850. During the Civil War, he served as the Confederate diplomatic envoy to Great Britain. (National Archives)

Returning to his law practice in 1839, Mason made a successful run for the U.S. Senate on the Democratic ticket in 1846, serving in that body from 1847 until March 1861. In the Senate, Mason was an ardent proponent of states’ rights, allying himself early on with the inestimable John C. Calhoun from South Carolina. During the tortuous deliberations that produced the Compromise of 1850, it was Mason who authored the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, which he viewed as absolutely essential to hammering out an agreement that was palatable to both the North and the South. Mason also believed that slave labor was the very bedrock upon which the Southern economy and society rested. As the 1850s progressed and sectional strife steadily increased, Mason concluded that further compromise was unworkable and that secession for the Southern states would prove to be the only solution.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, Mason offered his services to the Confederate government. His long friendship with Jefferson Davis virtually ensured that Mason would play a vital role in the fledgling regime. A delegate to the Confederate Congress from Virginia, Mason was soon tapped to become Confederate commissioner to Great Britain.

In late October 1861, Mason and John Slidell, who had been appointed commissioner to France, left the Confederacy, bound first for Cuba from which they would continue to Europe aboard a British mail steamer. On November 8, 1861, the British mail packet Trent, which had left Havana the day before, was stopped by the American screw frigate San Jacinto. A U.S. boarding party then demanded that Mason and Slidell be remanded to American custody. In a violation of British neutrality, the two men were taken aboard the San Jacinto, which sailed to Boston, where Mason and Slidell were detained at Fort Warren.

The Trent Affair created serious problems for the Abraham Lincoln administration. London demanded that the United States release Mason and Slidell, under the threat of war. Anxious to avoid a conflict with Great Britain, Secretary of State William Seward worked closely with Benjamin Disraeli and Prince Albert to engineer an end to the crisis, and Mason and Slidell were allowed to continue on to Europe aboard a British warship in January 1862.

Mason’s principal goal in London was to secure British recognition of the Confederate States of America and arrange for the sale of war matériel, including ships. Although the British government refused to receive him officially, British merchants and investors, eager to make a profit, helped him secure numerous purchases for Confederate agents. Mason was also fairly successful in selling bonds to British investors to help finance the Confederate war effort.

Mason had hoped to convince the British government that recognizing the Confederacy would help the British economy. He envisioned the purchase of British industrial goods in return for the sale of cheap Southern cotton, which would power Britain’s textile industry. His attempts to practice so-called Cotton Diplomacy failed, however, because the British had more than a two-year inventory of cotton. They were also able to procure cotton from their own colonies in the Middle East and India. Furthermore, London believed that to risk war with the Union and the loss of lucrative markets there far outweighed any potential benefits of recognizing the Confederacy.

When the war ended in 1865, Mason, fearing that he would be arrested for treason if he returned to the United States, temporarily settled in Canada. After President Andrew Johnson issued a second amnesty offer in 1868, Mason returned to Virginia. He died in Arlington, Virginia, on April 28, 1871.
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Masons

Members of the fraternal organization known as Freemasonry. Freemasonry traces its mythical origins to Hiram Abiff, the biblical metalworker and builder of King Solomon’s temple, who became a stonemason in Masonic ritual. Around 1717, four craft lodges assembled in London and created, from remnants of old stonemasons’ guilds, a speculative spiritual and philosophical Masonic organization; their Constitution for Free and Accepted Masons first appeared in 1723. Freemasonry disavows all religious sectarianism, inculcates belief in a divinity (whom Masons envision as they please) and the soul’s immortality, and promotes morality derived purportedly from ancient wisdom and communicated through ritual and symbolism. In the 19th century, Freemasonry’s downplaying of revelation and promotion of a nonreligious morality, coupled with its secrecy, ran it afoul of the Catholic Church (which particularly opposed its Enlightenment rationalism, deism, and revolutionary democracy), of many Protestant denominations, and of figures such as John Quincy Adams, who found Masonic oaths incompatible with civic and Christian obligations.

The first American lodge of Masons was in Boston, established in 1733. Notable 18th- and 19th-century American Masons, reflecting the organization’s elitism and religious universalism, included Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, John Marshall, and Presidents George Washington, Andrew Jackson, James Polk, and James Buchanan. After about 1790, many people envisioned Freemasonry in Christian (although nonsectarian) terms. After 1826, the anti-Masonic movement and party (1828–1836), inspired both by the William Morgan Affair and sentiments akin to that of President John Q. Adams, decimated Masonic membership, which declined by 75 percent. It had rebounded by 1860, however, to an all-time high of more than 200,000.

Individual lodges were then organized under an independent and supreme Grand Lodge for each jurisdiction (such as a state). Masons progressed through three degrees of membership—Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason—in the Blue Lodge via rituals at Masonic temples with customary furnishings and regalia. Separate but complementary York (or American) and Scottish Rite Freemasonry initiated Masons into additional degrees.

The Civil War naturally pitted Masonic brothers against each other. Masons constituted some 4 percent of the contesting armed forces, including commanders at the highest levels. Masonic authorities and journals had no ready answer to slavery and secession, but Masons sympathized with their sectional beliefs while expressing general desires for peace and union.

During the war, Masonic ties were often exercised. Secret signals were exchanged between soldiers on opposite sides of the conflict, providing brothers with alleged exclusive advantages. Masons, upon recognizing a signal, whisked wounded enemies off battlefields into hospitals, prevented lodges from being burned with other buildings when conquered towns were pillaged, and intervened with their own troops to save the lives of brothers on the other side. Soldiers in the Craft even contravened orders, allowing prisoners to escape or declining to confiscate the civilian property of brother Masons on the enemy side. All of this demonstrated, against the backdrop of the sectional crisis that had badly weakened federal and military oaths, the strong bond of Masonry and its benefits, denied to non-Masonic comrades in arms.
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Massachusetts

New England state with a strong tradition of abolitionism and Unionism. Boasting an 1860 population of 1,231,066 people, Massachusetts was one of the most critical states in the Union war effort owing to its strong industrial base, large population, and ample port facilities. Massachusetts encompasses 8,284 square miles and is bordered by Connecticut and Rhode Island to the south, Vermont and New Hampshire to the north, New York to the west, and the Atlantic Ocean to the east.

Beginning in the early years of the 19th century, Massachusetts led the way in inaugurating the Industrial Revolution. Thanks to its abundant natural resources, extensive river systems, and a steady stream of new labor, the state soon became one of the world’s top producers of textiles and machine tools. By the eve of the Civil War, the addition of steam power had accelerated the state’s economic development, making it the leading manufacturer of shoes, furniture, and machinery of all types. Massachusetts’s economic and production prowess would serve the United States well during the Civil War. For example, the Federal Armory at Springfield turned out nearly 800,000.58-caliber rifled muskets for the Union Army. Cyrus Alger & Co., located at Boston, was a major producer of heavy guns.

Because slavery never took hold in Massachusetts, the state became the epicenter of the abolition movement, as evidenced by the work of individuals such as William Lloyd Garrison, Wendell Phillips, and Charles Sumner. Massachusetts was also the center of social progressivism, and so the temperance movement gained early momentum there. Additionally, Massachusetts was the headquarters for much of the nation’s literary and intellectual elite, and writers such as Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson called the state home. They contributed to the pacifist movement and the transcendentalist movement. Not surprisingly, Massachusetts was one of the first states in the Union to recruit and train an all-black regiment—the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment.

As soon as secession began in late 1860, Massachusetts governor John A. Andrew initiated preparations for war; indeed, his willingness to mobilize before war had broken out alienated some of his political adversaries. Nevertheless, Massachusetts troops were the first from any state to respond to President Abraham Lincoln’s request for volunteers on April 15, 1861. On April 16, a well-prepared militia mustered in and was ready to be deployed south. While Massachusetts volunteers traveled to Washington, D.C., they were involved in the Baltimore Riot, during which several Massachusetts infantrymen lost their lives. The events in Baltimore angered many in Massachusetts and served to spur more volunteers to join the cause. Before long, the state had provided twice as many volunteers as the federal quota had stipulated.

Besides providing much in the way of war material and troops, Massachusetts also provided a number of influential political and military leaders during the war. They included U.S. minister to Great Britain Charles Francis Adams, Major General Benjamin Butler, Major General Joseph Hooker, Major General Nathaniel Banks, and Senator Charles Sumner, among others. Unlike border states and some other states in the Union, there was scant pro-Confederate support in Massachusetts. At best there was a strain of pacifism that suffused the war effort, but this was based on ideological and intellectual motives rather than pro-Confederate sympathies.

In total, Massachusetts provided 77 infantry regiments to the Union war effort, with 152,048 men serving in all capacities. Because of its long tradition of maritime exploits and its long coastline, Massachusetts provided the second-largest number of navy recruits of any state in the Union. Total deaths from all causes are believed to have been about 14,000.
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Matamoros, Mexico

Trade entrepôt between Mexico and the Confederacy. Matamoros in the northern state of Tamaulipas, Mexico, is located about 25 miles from the mouth of the Rio Grande opposite Brownsville, Texas. When Santiago Vidaurri became governor of Tamaulipas in 1862, he sought the financial benefits that would accrue from trade with the Confederacy. Vidaurri maintained an open port and reduced the tariffs and duties on goods in transit. Matamoros soon became a significant circumvention of the Union blockade of the South.

Merchant ships moored in large numbers at the village of Bagdad, several miles from Matamoras. Many carried provisions and munitions intended for the Confederacy, marketed at high prices and exchanged for cotton transported from Texas. Cargoes would be transshipped from Matamoros by barge across the Rio Grande to the Texas side. This could be done without interference by Union seagoing ships because the river was too shallow for them to enter. Until Union forces seized control of the Mississippi River in 1863, these goods could be shipped from Texas by rail to any point in the Confederacy.

Commerce between Mexico and the Confederacy was not always smooth. In 1862, border forays interfered with the exchange. The next year, a devastating dry spell made grass and water scarce, which inhibited hauling by draft animals. That same year, Major General Nathaniel Banks’s Union troops seized Brownsville and held it for several months. Confederate exports of cotton and importation of arms and other goods now halted at the mouth of the Rio Grande and moved upriver to Eagle Pass, Roma, and Laredo.

Once a new governor replaced Vidaurri in March 1864, the U.S. consul urged Texan Unionists and Mexican outlaws to attack the South’s border. In response, Confederate agents stole into Matamoros and secretly carried off individuals responsible for raider enlistment. Raids against Brownsville also occurred. In 1863, outlaws captured the town and later gained control of Matamoros. As soon as French troops occupied the port in 1863, interference with commerce dropped substantially. Reportedly, some 50,000 bales of cotton were shipped overland from Texas to Mexico and out through Tampico and Matamoras.

U.S. Navy ships routinely patrolled off the coast in an effort to intercept goods from or to the Confederacy. However, such actions violated international law, and most seized merchant ships were released. Matamoros was technically the only Confederate port not closed by the Union blockade.
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Matthies, Charles Leopold

Birth Date: May 31, 1824

Death Date: October 16, 1868

Prussian-born U.S. Army officer. Born Karl Leopold Matthies on May 31, 1824, in Bromberg, Prussia, Charles (his anglicized name) Matthies farmed briefly before joining the Prussian Army, participating in the revolutions of 1848. In 1849 he immigrated to the United States and settled in Burlington, Iowa, where he became a merchant. With the outbreak of the Civil War, Matthies entered federal service on May 14, 1861, securing a commission as a captain in the 1st Iowa Infantry Regiment. On July 23 he was named lieutenant colonel of the 5th Iowa Infantry Regiment. His first combat came during the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861). He also took part in operations leading to the capture of Island No. 10 (April 7, 1862) in the Mississippi River. On May 23, 1862, after the death of his regimental commander, Matthies took command of the 5th Iowa as its colonel and led it during the Battles of Iuka (September 19) and Corinth (October 3–4).

During the winter of 1862–1863, Matthies commanded a brigade in the Army of the Tennessee. Advanced to brigadier general on April 3, 1863, to date from November 29, 1862, he was given command of a brigade in XVII Corps and later assumed command of the 3rd Brigade, 3rd Division, XV Corps, under Major General William T. Sherman. Matthies saw much action during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). He was particularly conspicuous during the Battle of Jackson (May 14, 1863) and the Siege of Jackson (July 10–16, 1863). His brigade was subsequently transferred to XVII Corps.

Matthies’s brigade took part in the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863) and was heavily engaged at the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863), when Matthies received a serious head wound and had to relinquish command. He was unable to return to duty until March 1864. Lingering health problems associated with his battle wound, however, compelled him to abandon his field command on May 16, 1864, when he resigned from the army.

Upon his return to Iowa, Matthies successfully ran for a state senator’s seat as a Republican. Plagued by ongoing health problems, Matthies died in Burlington, Iowa, on October 16, 1868.
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Maury, Dabney Herndon

Birth Date: May 21, 1822

Death Date: January 11, 1900

Confederate officer. Born in Fredericksburg, Virginia, on May 21, 1822, Dabney Herndon Maury was the nephew of oceanic scientist and naval officer Matthew Fontaine Maury. After graduating from the University of Virginia in 1842, the younger Maury rejected a legal career in favor of an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. He graduated 37th of 59 in the stellar class of 1846, which included such future Civil War figures as Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, George B. McClellan, and Ambrose Powell Hill among 20 future Civil War generals.

Brevetted second lieutenant and assigned to the Mounted Rifles, Maury participated in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), during which he suffered a serious wound in his left arm and for which he was brevetted for bravery on the battlefield. In 1847 he returned to West Point to teach geography, history, ethics, and infantry tactics. In 1852 he received a transfer to frontier duty, serving in operations against Native Americans in Oregon and Texas. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1853, in 1856 Maury was appointed superintendent of the cavalry school in Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, where he published the well-respected treatise Tactics for Mounted Rifles in 1859.

On the outbreak of the Civil War, Captain Maury was the assistant adjutant general of the Department of New Mexico with the staff rank of captain. He tendered his resignation in May 1861 and accepted a commission in the Confederate Army as a captain of cavalry in June. He performed staff duties in Virginia before being transferred to the Trans-Mississippi theater. In February 1862 Maury was promoted to colonel and appointed chief of staff to Major General Earl Van Dorn. Maury participated in the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) in Arkansas. His performance in that battle earned him promotion to brigadier general later that month, and after a transfer east of the Mississippi River, he garnered additional praise in the early autumn of 1862 for his command of an infantry division in the Battles of Iuka (September 19, 1862) and Corinth (October 3–4, 1862) in northern Mississippi.

Promoted to major general in November 1862, Maury served effectively in the defense of Vicksburg in December 1862, and in April 1863 he took command of the Department of East Tennessee. The following month he was appointed to command the District of the Gulf, headquartered at Mobile, Alabama. Despite the Union naval victory in the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864), Maury effectively defended Mobile itself until April 8, 1865, when he evacuated the city. On May 4, 1865, he surrendered his remaining forces as part of Lieutenant General Richard Taylor’s command.

Following the war, Maury founded a boys’ school in Fredericksburg, Virginia. In 1868 he helped organize the Southern Historical Society, for which he served as executive chair until 1886, contributing numerous articles. From 1885 to 1889, he served as U.S. minister to Colombia, and in 1894 he published his memoirs, titled Recollections of a Virginian in the Mexican, Indian, and Civil Wars. In his final years, Maury lived in Peoria, Illinois, where he died on January 11, 1900.
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Maury, Matthew Fontaine

Birth Date: January 14, 1806

Death Date: February 4, 1873

Confederate naval officer and oceanographer. Born on January 14, 1806, in Spotsylvania County, Virginia, Matthew Fontaine Maury was raised in Tennessee and there attended Harpeth Academy. He obtained a warrant as a midshipman in the U.S. Navy on February 20, 1825, and completed three long cruises over the next nine years. He was promoted to passed midshipman on June 4, 1831, and to lieutenant on June 10, 1836. Maury had a keen interest in navigation, and he published a treatise on it in 1836. Writing under various pseudonyms, he had also pushed for naval reform, especially in the education of midshipmen through the establishment of a naval academy.
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Matthew Maury is best remembered for carrying out the first systematic survey of ocean currents and winds, which earned him the title “Pathfinder of the Seas.” During the Civil War, Maury was a commander in the Confederate Navy and helped develop defenses for the James River most notably in the form of electronically controlled mines, then known as torpedoes. (Library of Congress)

In 1839 Maury’s promising career at sea was cut short when he injured his leg and was left crippled for life. In 1842 he became superintendent of the Depot of Charts and Instruments in Washington, D.C., and in 1844 he was also made director of the Naval Observatory. In these posts, Maury made major contributions in meteorology and oceanography. After examining thousands of ships’ logs and securing assistance from many ship captains, he published two highly acclaimed books: Winds and Current Chart of the North Atlantic (1847) and The Physical Geography of the Sea (1855). His pioneering research in oceanography helped reduce sailing time on long voyages and led to an international conference in Brussels in 1853 on the subject of marine navigation. Maury’s work was so important that he might be called the father of oceanography; indeed, he was known as “the Pathfinder of the Seas.” Among other projects, Maury called for the laying of a transatlantic cable.

In 1855 the Naval Efficiency Board, which had been created to remove the logjam in promotion by culling deadwood from the service, placed Maury on the reserve list (September 14). He immediately protested, blaming Stephen Mallory of Florida, chairman of the Senate Committee on Naval Affairs and later Confederate secretary of the navy, a champion of the process. Maury’s supporters helped win him reinstatement on the active list as a commander, with date of rank of September 14, 1855.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Maury resigned from the U.S. Navy on April 26, 1861. Joining the Confederacy, he was attached to the Office of Orders and Detail at Richmond. He clashed frequently with Mallory over naval policy, principally over the nature of the Confederate Navy. Maury favored a larger number of small gunboats mounting two to four guns each, whereas Mallory wanted fewer powerful ironclads. The success of the ironclad CSS Virginia reversed support in the Confederate Congress for Maury’s proposal.

Maury worked hard to develop defenses for the James River, chiefly in the form of electrically detonated mines, but late in 1862, largely because of Maury’s international reputation, Mallory sent him to Europe to purchase ships and naval supplies for the Confederacy. Maury finished out the war in Britain.

After the war, Maury settled first in Mexico and then in England. He returned to the United States in 1868 to become professor of meteorology at the Virginia Military Institute in Lexington, Virginia. Maury died there on February 4, 1873.
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Maxey, Samuel Bell

Birth Date: March 30, 1825

Death Date: August 16, 1895

Confederate officer. Samuel Bell Maxey was born on March 30, 1825, in Tompkinsville, Kentucky. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in the renowned class of 1846 and was commissioned in the infantry. He served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), winning a brevet for gallantry, but resigned his second lieutenant’s commission in 1849. He then studied law and entered a law practice with his father in Paris, Texas, in 1857. Elected to the Texas Senate in 1861, Maxey refused the seat and instead recruited the 9th Texas Infantry Regiment, for which he would serve as colonel beginning in September. Dispatched to Kentucky, Maxey was promoted to brigadier general on March 4, 1862.

Maxey saw sporadic combat in eastern Tennessee; participated in the action around Port Hudson, Louisiana, on March 14, 1863; and was on hand for most of the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862). He commanded a brigade in the failed effort to relieve Vicksburg and the subsequent defense of Jackson. He was then sent to the Trans-Mississippi Department and named overall commander of Indian Territory on December 11, 1863, a post for which he was ideally suited.

Almost immediately, Maxey spearheaded a broad-based effort to energize the flagging alliances between the Confederate government and the various Indian tribes that had earlier pledged fealty to the Southern cause. He authorized the production and dissemination of pro-Confederate propaganda and literature, courted Indian chiefs, and spoke widely to Native American groups, employing his oratorical gifts to convince them of the rightness of the Confederate cause. Maxey participated in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) and permitted various Native Americans to participate in the action as detached irregular forces. Brigadier General Stand Watie was most successful in this role, as his men routinely tormented Union troops who were trying to restore control over the area.

On April 18, 1864, Maxey was named a major general by order of General Edmund Kirby Smith, although the Confederate government never confirmed the promotion. Maxey remained in Indian Territory until March 1865, at which time he was upstaged by the political machinations of Brigadier Douglas Cooper, who succeeded him in command. Maxey was then assigned a cavalry division in Texas, but the war soon ended.

After the war Maxey returned to Paris, Texas, to practice law, but he remained active in Democratic politics. From 1875 to 1887, he was a U.S. senator. In 1887 he resumed his legal practice in Texas. Maxey died on August 16, 1895, in Eureka Springs, Arkansas.
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Maximilian von Habsburg, Ferdinand

Birth Date: July 6, 1832

Death Date: June 19, 1867

Emperor of Mexico (1864–1867). Born at Schönbrunn Palace near Vienna, Austria, on July 6, 1832, Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian von Habsburg was the younger brother of Emperor Franz Joseph, who ruled the Austrian Empire from 1848 to 1916. Maximilian received a private education and developed many interests, including botany. In 1850 he entered the Austrian Navy and over the next few years combined service at sea with state visits to various European courts. In the summer of 1857 he married the accomplished Princess Charlotte, daughter of influential King Leopold of Belgium, and soon thereafter took up residence in Milan as viceroy of Lombardy and Venetia. Displaced by war in 1859, Maximilian soon devoted himself to the construction of his palace, Miramar, near Trieste.

By 1861 Mexico, ravaged by years of civil war, suspended its debt payments to European creditors, which prompted France, Britain, and Spain to send forces to Veracruz under the guise of debt collection. Napoleon III of France had a broader agenda, however, that included establishing a French-supported conservative Catholic monarchy in Mexico, and he settled on young Maximilian as the potential emperor. The American Civil War prevented the United States from vigorously opposing the European intervention, which began in December 1861. In early 1862 Spain and Britain cut satisfactory deals with the liberal government of President Benito Juárez and departed Mexico, but the French sent reinforcements and began a conquest of the beleaguered nation. After much debate and indecision, Maximilian agreed to become emperor, only after securing Napoleon’s assurance of French financial and military support and accepting as legitimate the results of a rigged plebiscite, which indicated the overwhelming desire of the Mexican people to have the Habsburg prince become their ruler.

After an initial setback at Puebla on May 5, 1862 (Cinco de Mayo), French forces took Mexico City the following year and expanded their control. Maximilian and Charlotte, now called Carlota, arrived in Mexico in May 1864. The new emperor quickly proved to be a disappointment. His idealism and liberal tendencies ran afoul of his conservative sponsors, but as a foreigner imposed upon Mexico, he was completely unacceptable to the opposition, including the legitimate government in exile. With the conclusion of the Civil War in 1865, the United States began to assert direct pressure on both Napoleon and the Mexican regime, as did the Juarista opposition. Rising guerrilla activity soon compelled a reluctant Maximilian to sign the hated Black Decree, which mandated the summary execution of any Mexican found in unauthorized possession of arms. Dozens of Mexicans suspected of Republican sympathies went before imperial firing squads. In the spring of 1866 Napoleon pulled the plug on his North American misadventure, leaving Maximilian to fend for himself with a ragtag Mexican force and a small foreign contingent with which he took the field in 1867. Carlota, having gone to Europe in search of support, suffered a mental breakdown and never returned. The Republican forces of President Juárez soon gained the upper hand and surrounded Maximilian and his small army at Querétaro, where the emperor was betrayed by one of his own officers and captured. Maximilian was executed by firing squad on June 19, 1867, along with two of his Mexican generals.
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McArthur, John

Birth Date: November 17, 1826

Death Date: May 15, 1906

Union officer. John McArthur was born on November 17, 1826, in Erskine on the Clyde, Renfrewshire, Scotland. He immigrated to the United States in 1849 and settled in Chicago, where he found work as a boilermaker. Six years later McArthur and a brother-in-law founded the Excelsior Iron Works, which became a prosperous enterprise. Already active in the state militia when the Civil War began, on May 3, 1861, McArthur was commissioned a colonel of the 12th Illinois Infantry Regiment, which saw garrison duty at Cairo, Illinois, before moving on to Missouri and Kentucky in the autumn of 1861. Late in the year, the regiment garrisoned Paducah, Kentucky. In February 1862, now leading a brigade made up of three Illinois infantry regiments, McArthur took part in actions against Fort Henry (February 6) and Fort Donelson (February 13–16). He was advanced to brigadier general on March 21, 1862.

McArthur’s next major action was at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was wounded. After his recovery, he assumed command of Brigadier General William H. L. Wallace’s division in the Army of the Tennessee. McArthur held division commands during the Battle of Iuka (September 19, 1862), the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4), and the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). He served as commander of the Vicksburg post until August 5, 1864, and was then called to Georgia to secure supply lines between Tennessee and Atlanta.

McArthur commanded the 1st Division in XVI Corps, which had been detached from the Army of the Tennessee and diverted to Missouri to assist in repelling Major General Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). Rushed to Tennessee in December to oppose General John B. Hood’s advance into that state, McArthur played a conspicuous role during the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864), where on the first day of combat he led a successful assault against the Confederate left. He was brevetted major general on December 15, 1864, but was not advanced to permanent rank. The much-traveled XVI Corps was then sent to assist in the operations against Mobile, and McArthur closed out the war on garrison duty in Alabama. He mustered out on August 25, 1865.

After the war McArthur returned to his iron business, which suffered a steady erosion of orders in the late 1860s. He served as commissioner of Chicago’s public works for a time, but the disastrous 1871 Chicago Fire ended his tenure. He later served as Chicago’s postmaster but became embroiled in financial irregularities. McArthur died on May 15, 1906, in Chicago.
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McCallum, Daniel Craig

Birth Date: January 21, 1815

Death Date: December 27, 1878

Railroad executive and U.S. Army officer. Born in Johnston, Renfrewshire, Scotland, on January 21, 1815, Daniel Craig McCallum immigrated to the United States with his parents in 1822 and grew up in Rochester, New York. He left school early, becoming an accomplished carpenter. In his spare time he studied architecture and engineering. Working for railroads, McCallum enjoyed rapid promotion and in 1855 became general superintendent of the New York & Erie Railroad. He reorganized and streamlined operations, making the railroad safer and more efficient. His strict and inflexible rules, however, led to a strike and to his resignation in 1857. In 1858 McCallum formed the McCallum Bridge Company, specializing in railroad bridges, and in 1859 he designed and patented a railroad bridge with an arched inflexible truss that was capable of withstanding heavier loads than previous designs.

On February 11, 1862, Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton appointed McCallum colonel of volunteers and superintendent of U.S. military railroads. McCallum’s great success in managing the nation’s rail lines led to him being brevetted brigadier general of volunteers on September 24, 1864, and to major general on March 13, 1865. Perhaps his most significant accomplishment was supplying Major General William T. Sherman’s armies during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864).

McCallum served as a member of the honor guard at President Abraham Lincoln’s funeral and then mustered out of the service on July 31, 1866. McCallum’s inflexible arched truss, which was widely used in wooden railroad bridges across the United States and Canada, was rendered obsolete by the use of metal construction. McCallum also was known as a poet and published The Water-Mill, and Other Poems (1870). He died in Brooklyn, New York, on December 27, 1878.
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McCauley, Charles Stewart

Birth Date: February 3, 1793

Death Date: May 21, 1869

Union naval officer. Charles Stewart McCauley was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on February 3, 1793; he was the nephew of Rear Admiral (retired) Charles Stewart, the famed commander of the frigate USS Constitution during the War of 1812. Appointed midshipman on January 16, 1809, McCauley served in the waters off the Virginia coast and on Lake Ontario during the War of 1812. After his promotion to lieutenant on December 9, 1814, he was stationed in the Mediterranean Squadron, followed by service in the South Atlantic. On March 3, 1831, McCauley was promoted to master commandant. Three years later he commanded the sloop St. Louis in the West India Squadron. Promoted to captain on December 9, 1839, he commanded the ship of the line Delaware from 1841 to 1844. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) he had charge of the Washington Navy Yard, and from 1850 to 1853 he served as commander of the Pacific Squadron. In 1855 President Franklin Pierce commended Captain McCauley’s efforts in guarding American interests near Cuba.

McCauley was placed in command of the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard at Norfolk, Virginia, on August 1, 1860. His orders were to maintain good relations by not provoking the local Virginia citizens, who had yet to decide whether or not to secede. But by mid-April 1861, the navy had grave concerns over the fate of the important facility. Naval officials instructed McCauley to evacuate the most valuable docked ships, particularly the steam frigate Merrimack, and to destroy the yard. On April 18, 1861, the day after Virginia seceded, the Merrimack was ready to sail, but McCauley refused to allow it to leave. Apparently adhering to his earlier orders to not act aggressively, he failed to take preemptive action. Only when he believed that the yard was in imminent danger of being overtaken by local troops two days later did he respond. On April 20, 1861, three days after Virginia had officially seceded from the Union, he ordered all the ships, including the Merrimack, to be scuttled, while buildings and supplies were to be burned. Upon the navy’s departure, local militia quickly stormed the yard to extinguish the fires, thus saving most of the buildings, cannon, and gunpowder. Three ships were salvaged along with the Merrimack’s hull, which the Confederates later converted to the ironclad CSS Virginia.

A Senate committee declared McCauley’s actions irresponsible for not releasing the Merrimack to sail and abandoning his post before all resources had been destroyed. Accused of incompetence and drunkenness, McCauley retired on December 21, 1861, and went into seclusion at his home in Washington, D.C. After the war he was rewarded for his distinguished career with a promotion to commodore on the retired list. McCauley died two years later on May 21, 1869, in Washington, D.C.
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McCausland, John

Birth Date: September 13, 1836

Death Date: January 22, 1927

Confederate officer. Born on September 13, 1836, in St. Louis, Missouri, to poor immigrant parents from Ireland, John McCausland was orphaned when he was seven years old. He then went to western Virginia to live with relatives and subsequently enrolled at the Virginia Military Institute (VMI), from which he graduated in 1857. McCausland then attended the University of Virginia for a year and returned to VMI to teach mathematics. When the Civil War began in April 1861, he promptly offered his services to the State of Virginia.
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Confederate brigadier general John A. McCausland carried out the infamous raid on Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, on July 30, 1864. When its citizens failed to pay $100,000 in gold, the Confederates set fire to and destroyed much of the town. (Library of Congress)

After raising the 36th Virginia Infantry Regiment, McCausland became its colonel and led his unit to Tennessee, where he commanded a small brigade and avoided surrendering at the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) by escaping through the woods, seizing a steamboat, and embarking his men on it.

McCausland was ordered back to Virginia and served in the western part of the state. In September 1862 he helped drive Union forces out of the Kanawha Valley. Three months later, McCausland was transferred to southwestern Virginia to help defend the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad. He participated in the Battle of Cloyd’s Mountain (May 9, 1864), a Confederate defeat, after which he assumed command of a cavalry brigade and was advanced to brigadier general on May 24, 1864, based on his performance in the battle.

McCausland led cavalry units in Virginia for the remainder of the war and participated in the defense of the Shenandoah Valley during Union major general David Hunter advance up the valley and descent on Lynchburg. McCausland’s performance in this campaign in June 1864 helped secure time for Lieutenant General Jubal Early to arrive with reinforcements and prevent the Federals from capturing the important rail point of Lynchburg. For McCausland’s efforts, grateful townspeople gave him an engraved sword, a pair of spurs, and a new horse.

McCausland accompanied Early in his advance into Maryland and drive on Washington, D.C. During this action, McCausland demanded and received a ransom from the city of Hagerstown, Maryland. He then fought at the Battle of Monocacy (July 9, 1864). During the return to Virginia, Early ordered McCausland’s force to move into Pennsylvania in retaliation for Union depredations in the Shenandoah Valley. On July 30, 1864, McCausland’s troopers rode into Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and occupied the city against virtually no opposition. McCausland announced Early’s demand that the city raise $100,000 in gold or $500,000 in paper money to avoid its destruction. After waiting for six hours and with Chambersburg not raising the funds demanded, McCausland’s soldiers set fire to and burned much of the city, departing on July 31. The flames claimed more than 400 structures, caused at least $1.5 million in property damage, and left some 3,000 people homeless. For this action, McCausland became known in the North as the “Hun of Chambersburg.”

McCausland’s forces were pursued and defeated at the Battle of Moorefield (August 7, 1864) in West Virginia. His men next fought in the Shenandoah Valley, then served in the Army of Northern Virginia until the surrender at Appomattox in April 1865. McCausland did not surrender there but instead made his way through Union lines and was finally paroled days later.

After the war McCausland traveled abroad for a time before returning home. McCausland married in 1878 and worked as a gentleman farmer on his 6,000-acre estate in Mason County, West Virginia, where he died on January 22, 1927.

RICHARD A. SAUERS
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McClellan, Cult of

Devoted following of Union major general George B. McClellan primarily consisting of soldiers. For soldiers in the eastern theater, McClellan was easily the most popular Union Army commander of the Civil War. Soldiers of the Army of the Potomac retained an enduring devotion for “Little Mac” throughout the war. This stood in sharp contrast to the distrust and hard feelings expressed by soldiers regarding many other field generals.

McClellan was a gifted administrator. Arrogant and well convinced of his own worth, he enjoyed being referred to as the “Young Napoleon.” The general certainly suffered from a messianic complex. He believed that God had chosen him for great work. This meant that McClellan’s course alone was the correct one and that those who were critical of him were misguided, even traitorous. Taking over command of the Army of the Potomac on July 27, 1861, only a week after the Union defeat in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), McClellan soon turned the army into an effective fighting force. Under his orders, camps were laid out in an orderly manner to house and shelter the troops, supply was organized so that the men might be efficiently equipped and fed, and the soldiers were trained and drilled until they could maneuver in a professional manner. More than that, McClellan convinced the men that he was concerned about their welfare and would be sparing of them in battle. McClellan loved military reviews, and he always seemed at an advantage in them on horseback.

McClellan trained the army well, but he did not lead it effectively. He was, if anything, too sparing of his men in battle. McClellan drove President Abraham Lincoln to distraction with his failure to move offensively. Indeed, the president tried to ease McClellan out of his command in the summer of 1862 because the popular general resisted going on the offensive. Referring to McClellan’s prewar position as president of the Ohio & Mississippi Railroad, Lincoln said of him that “McClellan is an engineer, but he much prefers a stationary engine.”

When McClellan finally did move, his Peninsula Campaign was not the direct drive south on Richmond that Lincoln had wanted. Even then, McClellan moved so slowly that he became known to his foes as the “Virginia Creeper.” Following the failure of the Peninsula Campaign, Lincoln sidelined McClellan and much of the Army of the Potomac, replacing them with Major General John Pope and the short-lived Army of Virginia. Following Pope’s loss in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), Lincoln, despite his considerable reservations, again turned to McClellan. “We must use the tools we have,” the president said.

Again McClellan restored order and raised the troops’ spirits. McClellan and the Army of the Potomac halted Confederate general Robert E. Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia’s invasion of Maryland in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), but McClellan threw away a splendid opportunity to bag Lee’s army, withholding an entire corps of 30,000 men from the battle and grandstanding with the press afterward while Lee slipped away. Again Lincoln, who would accuse McClellan of an attack of “the slows,” removed him from command in November, this time permanently. Lincoln told a friend that he had “tried long enough to bore with an auger too dull to take hold.”

McClellan’s contribution to the Union military victory in the Civil War lay in training the army rather than leading it. His biographer Stephen Sears believed that McClellan never grew as a commander and that the general at the beginning of the war was as good a general as he ever became. McClellan made the Army of the Potomac into a superb fighting machine, but he never used it effectively. Nonetheless, there was a residual affection among troops in the Army of the Potomac for their former commander. The so-called Cult of McClellan motivated some 30 percent of active-duty soldiers to vote for McClellan when he ran for president as the Democratic Party candidate opposing President Lincoln in the November 1864 election.

CHARLES ROSENBERG AND SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Bull Run, First Battle of; Bull Run, Second Battle of; Election of 1864, U.S.; Lincoln, Abraham; McClellan, George Brinton; Pope, John; Potomac, Union Army of the

Further Reading

Goodwin, Doris Kearns. Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2005.

Rowland, Thomas J. George B. McClellan and Civil War History: In the Shadow of Grant and Sherman. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 1998.

Sears, Stephen W. George B. McClellan: The Young Napoleon. New York: Ticknor and Fields, 1988.

Williams, T. Harry. McClellan, Sherman and Grant. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1962.

_______________________

McClellan, George Brinton

Birth Date: December 3, 1826

Death Date: October 29, 1885

Union officer. Born in Philadelphia on December 3, 1826, George Brinton McClellan studied at the University of Pennsylvania and then entered the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, receiving special dispensation to do so at the age of 15. He graduated 2nd among the 59 members of the class of 1846. McClellan served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), receiving two brevets. After the war McClellan served on the western frontier, performing various surveys and explorations and becoming somewhat of a favorite of Secretary of War Jefferson Davis. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1850, McClellan was advanced to captain in the new 1st Cavalry Regiment in 1855. Also in 1855, Davis gave McClellan a coveted assignment as one of the U.S. observers of the 1853–1856 Crimean War, and McClellan wrote a report that was much studied by American officers. In 1857 McClellan resigned his commission to accept a lucrative vice presidency with the Illinois Central Railroad and three years later the even more lucrative presidency of the Ohio & Mississippi Railroad.

When the Civil War began, McClellan became commander of Union troops in Ohio at the rank of major general of Ohio volunteers. In May 1861 President Abraham Lincoln directly appointed him a major general in the regular army, making him the second-ranking man in the service. McClellan’s first assignment was to advance into the western counties of Virginia. Thanks to able subordinates, Confederate miscues, and the support of the local populace, McClellan won an easy victory, and the area was largely secured for the Union by the midsummer of 1861, with McClellan hailed in Northern newspapers as “the Napoleon of the present war.”

The fame came at an opportune moment, for in the wake of the Union debacle at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Lincoln was looking for a suitable general to replace the discredited Brigadier General Irvin McDowell. Given the job, McClellan showed skill in organizing and training the Army of the Potomac, restoring its morale even as its numbers grew with the arrival of new regiments. Yet throughout the autumn months, much to the dismay of the president and the Republican congressional leadership, McClellan did  not advance. In November, Union Army general in chief Winfield Scott, with whom McClellan had frequently quarreled, went into retirement. McClellan received Scott’s duties in addition to his previous ones, but the added authority did not make McClellan any more inclined to move forward. Making his political situation worse, McClellan was an open Democrat who approved of slavery and made no secret of his contempt for abolitionists and Republicans. He was grossly rude to Lincoln and even refused to tell the president his plans.
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Major General George B. McClellan was general-in-chief of Union forces early in the Civil War. An effective trainer, his excessive caution as a field commander may have cost the Union the chance to end the Civil War in 1862 and led to his removal from command. McClellan ran unsuccessfully against Abraham Lincoln for the presidency in 1864. (National Archives)

In January 1862 Lincoln ordered McClellan to advance toward Richmond. In response, McClellan criticized Lincoln’s plan and finally revealed that he had a scheme for taking the army down Chesapeake Bay by water, landing on the peninsula between the York and James Rivers, and advancing toward Richmond from the east. Lincoln had misgivings about the plan’s likely effectiveness, and some in Lincoln’s cabinet thought that it looked suspiciously like leaving Washington open to a Confederate counterstroke. Nevertheless, the president reluctantly gave his approval, although he relieved McClellan of his duties as general in chief, leaving him to command only the Army of the Potomac.

McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) grew out of his desire to restore the Union with a minimum of damage to Southern society and especially to the institution of slavery. Ironically, his slow and timid implementation of the plan helped prolong the war and accomplish exactly the results he wished to avoid. After advancing slowly to the outskirts of Richmond, McClellan lost his nerve and retreated after heavy attacks by General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Even after military failure, McClellan felt no compunction about pressing his political views on the president, especially urging him not to tamper with slavery. Lincoln, however, had already made up his mind after the failure to take Richmond that it was necessary to raise the stakes in the war by issuing the Emancipation Proclamation.

The president had also decided to withdraw McClellan’s troops from the peninsula and from McClellan’s command, transferring them to the army of Major General John Pope in northern Virginia. McClellan moved so slowly in transferring them that Lee was able to defeat Pope at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) before most of them arrived. Many leading Republicans suspected, not entirely without reason, that McClellan and several of his loyal subordinates had hoped for just such an outcome. Still, with Pope’s army demoralized and the victorious Lee advancing into Maryland, Lincoln believed that he had little choice but to restore McClellan to command of the Union forces opposing Lee, hoping that McClellan’s popularity with the soldiers would help restore morale.

McClellan’s reinstatement did restore morale. Then a stroke of luck gave McClellan a complete copy of Lee’s orders for the operation, showing that the Confederate army was spread out and vulnerable. Yet McClellan moved so slowly that Lee was able to regroup his forces and face him from a strong defensive position behind Antietam Creek in western Maryland. Although McClellan outnumbered Lee by about two to one at Antietam, he overestimated Lee’s numbers by a factor of four, as he had done in all his previous operations. Holding almost half his force in reserve, on September 17, 1862, McClellan launched a series of piecemeal attacks that almost, but not quite, succeeded in driving Lee into the Potomac River. In the end, McClellan allowed Lee to escape. Several weeks later, fed up at last with McClellan’s slowness and lack of drive, Lincoln relieved him of command.

McClellan now plunged into Democratic Party politics and challenged Lincoln unsuccessfully in the 1864 presidential election. McClellan then traveled widely, worked as a civil engineer, wrote a patently self-adulatory memoir, and was governor of New Jersey (1878–1881). He died in Orange, New Jersey, on October 29, 1885.
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McClernand, John Alexander

Birth Date: May 30, 1812

Death Date: September 20, 1900

Union officer. Born in Breckinridge County, Kentucky, on May 30, 1812, John McClernand moved with his family to Shawneetown, Illinois, as a young child. He studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1832, but the outbreak of the Black Hawk War that year interrupted his legal career. He served only two months, seeing no action.

McClernand remained active in the militia and worked as a newspaper editor, but he focused his attention on politics. A Democrat, he won election to the Illinois legislature in 1836 and held office until 1843, when he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. He cooperated with Illinois senator Stephen Douglas on numerous issues, including crafting and passing the Compromise of 1850. McClernand moved to Jacksonville, Illinois, in 1851 and did not seek reelection.

In 1859 McClernand again ran for Congress and won. He tried to negotiate a compromise in 1860 that would have averted war, but once the fighting began, he supported the Union. He resigned from Congress and went to Illinois to recruit. Recognizing McClernand’s value to the Union as a War Democrat, President Abraham Lincoln appointed him a brigadier general of volunteers on August 7, 1861.
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Union Army major general John A. McClernand, shown here with President Abraham Lincoln on October 3, 1862, following the Battle of Antietam. Although a competent commander, McClernand alienated many by his pompous behavior, which brought his removal from command in June 1863. (Library of Congress)

McClernand took command of a brigade at Cairo, Illinois, under Major General Ulysses S. Grant. On November 7, 1861, McClernand led his brigade under Grant in attacking a Confederate force at Belmont, Missouri. McClernand distinguished himself in the battle, during which Union troops drove back the Confederates and destroyed their camp before retreating upon the arrival of Southern reinforcements.

In 1862 McClernand commanded a division in the capture of Forts Henry and Donelson. He made an unauthorized assault on one of Fort Donelson’s fortified outposts on February 13 and was repulsed with heavy losses. The attack, which angered Grant, helped to conceal the inferiority of Union numbers at that point in the battle, however. Two days later when the fort’s garrison attempted to fight through the encircling Union lines, the attackers struck McClernand’s division and temporarily broke through before being driven back in heavy fighting. The Confederates surrendered the next day. In the wake of the victory, McClernand was promoted to major general on March 21, 1862.

Before the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), McClernand warned his superiors that a Confederate attack was possible but was ignored, and the Union army was taken by surprise on the morning of April 6. McClernand’s troops fought well but over the course of the day were slowly driven back to the Tennessee River. With the arrival of Union reinforcements, Grant took the offensive the next day.

That summer, with the Union advance into Mississippi virtually at a halt, McClernand welcomed an invitation from Illinois governor Richard Yates to join him on a visit to Washington. There McClernand convinced Lincoln to give him a long-sought independent command to undertake the capture of Vicksburg, Mississippi. McClernand returned to Illinois and began raising troops.

McClernand took his recruits down the Mississippi River, assumed command from Major General William T. Sherman, and on January 11, 1863, captured the Confederate Fort Hindman (Arkansas Post) on the Arkansas River along with its garrison of 5,000 men. Although he had originally opposed the expedition, the pompous McClernand took full credit.

Fears that Grant would be placed under McClernand proved groundless, but Mississippi Squadron commander Rear Admiral David D. Porter, Sherman, and Grant all worried that McClernand might sabotage the Vicksburg operation. Sherman and Porter wrote to Grant and urged him to assume personal command. Grant agreed, reorganizing his forces into three corps under Sherman, McClernand, and James B. McPherson. McClernand served during most of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), including the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863) and the assault on Vicksburg on May 22. His relations with Grant remained tense, however.

Eager to dispose of his uncooperative subordinate, Grant found the necessary pretext in a congratulatory order that McClernand had issued to his corps after the May 22 battle. In the document, which had found its way into the newspapers, McClernand lauded his own part in the battle and implied that his troops could have won a victory if they had been properly supported. Grant’s other corps commanders were enraged. Because McClernand had violated regulations by publishing the order without Grant’s approval, Grant dismissed him from command on June 18.

McClernand was restored to the command of XIII Corps in January 1864, but the unit remained largely idle on the Gulf Coast. In May he resigned from the army after contracting malaria. Following the war, he practiced law and remained politically active in Illinois, holding various minor offices. McClernand died on September 20, 1900, in Springfield, Illinois.

JIM PIECUCH
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McComb, William

Birth Date: November 21, 1828

Death Date: July 21, 1918

Confederate officer. William McComb was born in Mercer County, Pennsylvania, on November 21, 1828 (some sources give 1832). In 1854 McComb relocated to Clarksville, Tennessee, where he oversaw a manufacturing business. Identifying with the Southern cause, in 1861 he enlisted as a private in the 14th Tennessee Infantry Regiment; within days he had been elevated to second lieutenant and adjutant of the regiment. In January 1862 he was advanced to major and subsequently participated in numerous actions with the Army of Northern Virginia, including the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). He performed well and was made colonel of the 14th Tennessee on September 2, 1862.

McComb again saw action at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he received a severe wound. He next saw combat at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) but was once again seriously wounded. Recovering for almost a year, McComb did not return to the battlefield until the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). After that, he participated in the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864) and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). He took charge of a brigade in October 1864 and was advanced to brigadier general on January 20, 1865. McComb surrendered at Appomattox Court House in April 1865.

After the war, McComb lived first in Alabama and then in Mississippi before permanently settling in 1869 in Louisa County, Virginia, where he ran a large farm and died on July 21, 1918.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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McCook, Alexander McDowell

Birth Date: April 22, 1831

Death Date: June 12, 1903

Union officer and one of the so-called Fighting McCooks of Ohio who hailed from the same family and served in various capacities during the Civil War. Alexander McDowell McCook was born on April 22, 1831, in Columbiana County, Ohio, the son of Major Daniel McCook Sr., who died in combat during the conflict. Two of Alexander’s brothers—Robert Latimer and Daniel Jr.—became generals and were also killed in the war. Alexander McCook graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852 and served in the West until becoming a West Point instructor (1858–1861), earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1858.

When the Civil War began, McCook accepted a volunteer appointment as colonel of the 1st Ohio Infantry and served in the defenses of Washington, D.C. He then saw combat at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). On September 3, 1861, he was promoted to brigadier general (volunteers) and given command of a division in the Army of the Ohio, which he led ably on the second day of fighting at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). McCook was advanced to major general (volunteers) on July 17, 1862. He subsequently commanded a corps in the Army of the Ohio at the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862).

Later that autumn, McCook was placed in command of the right wing, XIV Corps, of the Army of the Cumberland. He led the wing during the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). He commanded XX Corps into the late summer of 1863 but came under harsh criticism for his performance at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where his command was decimated and driven from the battlefield in disarray. Relieved of his field command in the aftermath of the debacle, McCook later was exonerated by a court of inquiry. Still, the damage was done, and he was not to hold a field command for the remainder of the conflict. He thereafter held a series of administrative posts. From February to May 1865, he commanded the District of Eastern Arkansas. Having won brevets to major general in the regular army, he resigned his volunteer commission in October 1865.

After the war, McCook stayed in the army first at his substantive rank of captain before being promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1867, serving chiefly at western posts. He commanded Fort Leavenworth’s infantry and cavalry schools during the 1880s and served as an aide to General William T. Sherman. McCook became colonel of the 6th Infantry in 1880 and was advanced to brigadier general in 1890. Four years later he was promoted to major general. He retired in 1895 and settled in Ohio. McCook died on June 12, 1903, in Dayton, Ohio.
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See also

Bull Run, Second Battle of; Chickamauga, Battle of; Fighting McCooks; Perryville, Battle of; Shiloh, Battle of; Stones River, Battle of

Further Reading

Cozzens, Peter. This Terrible Sound: The Battle of Chickamauga. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1996.

Whalen, Charles, and Barbara Whalen. The Fighting McCooks: America’s Famous Fighting Family. Bethesda, MD: Westmoreland, 2006.

_______________________

McCook, Daniel, Jr.

Birth Date: July 22, 1834

Death Date: July 17, 1864

Union officer. Born in Carrollton, Ohio, on July 22, 1834, Daniel McCook Jr. was the brother of future Union generals Alexander M. McCook and Robert L. McCook of the Fighting McCook family (17 McCooks served the Union). Daniel McCook studied law at Florence, Alabama. Upon passing the bar exam, he moved to Leavenworth, Kansas, and entered into a law practice with William T. Sherman, Hugh Boyle Ewing, and Thomas Ewing Jr. These men closed their partnership and joined the Union Army when the Civil War erupted.

This family service earned the McCooks the title “Fighting McCooks.” Early in the war McCook became a captain in the 1st Kansas Infantry. Because of pneumonia he missed the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), where the 1st Kansas suffered heavy casualties. Following his return to the army, McCook became chief of staff to Brigadier General George H. Thomas’s division of the Army of the Ohio.

In July 1862, McCook was appointed colonel of the 52nd Ohio Infantry. He led a brigade during the Confederate invasion of Kentucky and fought in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). He retained his brigade command when the Army of the Ohio became the Army of the Cumberland and led it during the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863), at Chickamauga (September 19–20), and in the October–November events at Chattanooga.

Still a colonel, McCook commanded his brigade during the opening stages of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). On June 27, 1864, he participated in Sherman’s reckless assault against the Confederates at Kennesaw Mountain. During the engagement, Sherman ordered McCook’s brigade to capture a vital area along the Confederate lines. McCook successfully reached the Confederate position, and while urging his men forward, a bullet struck him in the right lung. For his valor, Sherman had McCook promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on July 16. McCook died the following day in Steubenville, Ohio.

JOSHUA ADAM CAMPER
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McCook, Robert Latimer

Birth Date: December 28, 1827

Death Date: August 6, 1862

Union officer. Born in Lisbon (New Lisbon), Ohio, on December 28, 1827, Robert Latimer McCook was the brother of future Union generals Alexander M. McCook and Daniel McCook Jr. of the Fighting McCooks (17 McCooks served the Union during the Civil War). Robert McCook studied law in Steubenville under the tutelage of Edwin M. Stanton, future secretary of war for Abraham Lincoln, and George McCook. Robert McCook eventually started his own law firm in Cincinnati and engaged in Democratic politics.

McCook put aside his political loyalties to the Democratic Party and supported Republican president Abraham Lincoln’s efforts to preserve the Union when the Civil War began in 1861. McCook organized the 9th Ohio Infantry, a largely German regiment, and became its colonel in May. In mid-June, he participated in Major General George B. McClellan’s West Virginia Campaign, most notably in the Union victories at Rich Mountain (July 11, 1861) and Carnifex Ferry (September 10), during which McCook commanded a brigade.

In 1862 McCook received two notable injuries. During the Battle of Mill Springs (January 19) in Kentucky, McCook led a bayonet charge and was severely wounded. While mending from this wound, in March he received a promotion to brigadier general of volunteers. On August 5 during a skirmish with Confederate cavalry, McCook was mortally wounded in the abdomen. Reports on how he received this wound vary depending on Northern and Southern accounts. Northern observers stated that Captain Frank Gurley shot McCook while he was lying helpless in an ambulance. Southerners told the tale that McCook was injured while in a shootout with Gurley. However the injury occurred, McCook died the next day, August 6, near Decherd, Tennessee.
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McCown, John Porter

Birth Date: August 19, 1815

Death Date: January 22, 1879

Confederate officer. John Porter McCown was born on August 19, 1815, in Sevierville, Tennessee. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1840. Commissioned in the 4th U.S. Artillery, he experienced various postings and was promoted to first lieutenant in 1843. He participated in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning a brevet for the Battle of Cerro Gordo.

A captain when he resigned his commission on May 17, 1861, McCown became a lieutenant colonel in the Confederate Army before being given charge of the artillery corps in the Provisional Army of Tennessee at the rank of colonel. He was made a brigadier general in the Confederate Army on October 12, 1861. McCown saw combat at the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861) in Missouri. On February 26, 1862, he received command of the New Madrid area before being advanced to major general on March 10, 1862. McCown mishandled the defense of New Madrid and Island No. 10 and, under heavy Union shelling, abandoned New Madrid on the night of March 13. He was subsequently replaced in command by Brigadier General William W. Mackall.

In April 1862 McCown assumed command of the 2nd Division in the Army of the West, and from June 20 until July 3 he commanded that army. It was then added to II Corps of the Army of Mississippi, which became the Army of Tennessee commanded by General Braxton Bragg. McCown and Bragg quickly developed a mutual enmity. Bragg held McCown to be incompetent and wrote that McCown was his “worst” division commander. Be that as it may, Bragg selected McCown to commence the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). When that engagement ended poorly, Bragg charged McCown with having disregarded orders. McCown in turn charged Bragg with inept leadership and publicly called for his dismissal.

During a March 16, 1863, court-martial initiated by Bragg, McCown was found guilty of having disobeyed orders. He was stripped of his rank and denied pay for six months. After that, McCown publicly lambasted Confederate leaders, including President Jefferson Davis.

McCown saw virtually no further military action in the war, although he was reportedly engaged in a small action in Morgantown, North Carolina, on April 17, 1865. After the war he worked as a schoolteacher in Tennessee before moving to Magnolia, Arkansas, where he farmed. McCown died on January 22, 1879, in Little Rock.
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McCullagh, Joseph Burbridge

Birth Date: November 1842

Death Date: December 31, 1896

U.S. journalist. William Burbridge McCullagh was born in November 1842 in Dublin, Ireland, to a large and impoverished family. When McCullagh was just 11 years old, he immigrated to the United States on his own and began learning the printing and newspaper trade. After holding jobs in New York and Missouri, in 1860 he became a reporter for the Cincinnati Daily Gazette.

McCullagh’s first assignment was to cover Major General John C. Frémont’s command. McCullagh took an almost instant dislike to the general and wrote disapprovingly of his heavy-handed tactics in Missouri. McCullagh’s next assignment was in Tennessee, where he witnessed the Union victory at Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) from the deck of a Union gunboat. In April he reported on the first day of the Battle at Shiloh (April 6–7), but his editor rejected the story because he believed that it was too critical of the Union forces. McCullagh promptly quit his position and joined the Cincinnati Commercial, for which he rendered valuable coverage of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863).

Later that summer, McCullagh became the Washington correspondent for the Commercial. Thereafter he remained mostly in Washington until war’s end. McCullagh was fond of employing personal interviews around which to build newspaper stories, and many credit him with perfecting that form of journalism.

From 1868 to 1870, McCullagh served as managing editor of the Cincinnati Enquirer. In 1870 he became part owner of the Chicago Republican, but the following year his home and offices were destroyed by the Great Chicago Fire. He subsequently returned to Missouri, where he edited the St. Louis Globe-Democrat until his death in St. Louis on December 31, 1896.
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McCulloch, Ben

Birth Date: November 11, 1811

Death Date: March 7, 1862

Confederate officer. Ben McCulloch was born on November 11, 1811, in Rutherford County, Tennessee, to a prominent family. He received little formal education and spent his early years farming and serving in the local militia. Thanks to his neighbor and mentor, the legendary Davy Crockett, McCulloch became an avid outdoorsman, acquiring skills that would later serve him well in his military career.

In 1835 McCulloch learned about Davy Crockett’s planned expedition to assist Texan revolutionaries in their bid for independence against Mexico. Intent on taking part, McCulloch and his brother Henry planned to join Crockett, but Ben McCulloch contracted the measles and was unable to take part in the Battle of the Alamo. Following a full recovery, in the early spring of 1836 McCulloch joined the Texas army of General Sam Houston, another former Tennessee neighbor. McCulloch’s service in the Texas Revolution earned him a battlefield commission to first lieutenant at the Battle of San Jacinto (April 21, 1836).

Following Texas’s independence, McCulloch briefly worked out of Gonzales as a surveyor. In 1839 he won a seat in the Republic of Texas legislature. During the heated political campaign, McCulloch fought a duel with his opponent, Colonel Reuben Ross, and was severely wounded, partially disabling his right arm. McCulloch then became a Texas Ranger and took part in numerous expeditions against the Comanches.

McCulloch performed conspicuously in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), during which he commanded Company A of the 1st Regiment of Texas Mounted Volunteers. He later contributed valuable service as Major General Zachary Taylor’s chief of scouts, forming what became known as the McCulloch Spy Company. McCulloch provided vital intelligence that helped bring about the U.S. victory in the Battle of Buena Vista (February 23, 1847).
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Texas Ranger Ben McCulloch had served with distinction in the Mexican-American War. As a Confederate brigadier general during the Civil War, McCulloch proved an astute commander of Indian Territory (present-day Oklahoma). He was killed by a sniper’s bullet during the Battle of Pea Ridge on March 7, 1862. (Library of Congress)

After the war, Major McCulloch returned to Texas to serve as a scout for Brigadier General David E. Twiggs, commander of U.S. troops in Texas. In 1849 McCulloch tried his luck as a miner in the California goldfields. Unsuccessful in that, he was the Sacramento County sheriff from 1850 to 1852. Returning to Texas in 1852, McCulloch served on the Texas frontier and was later a federal marshal until 1861.

After Texas seceded from the Union, McCulloch was commissioned a brigadier general in the Confederate Army in May 1861. In command of Indian Territory (Oklahoma), he displayed exceptional foresight when he helped secure the allegiance of Stand Watie’s Cherokees and other Indian groups. On August 10, 1861, McCulloch and his troops helped win the Battle of Wilson’s Creek against Union forces. Unaccustomed to standard military protocol and with little use for military doctrine, McCulloch clashed with his nominal superior, Major General Sterling Price.

On March 7, 1862, while commanding a division at the Battle at Pea Ridge in Arkansas, McCulloch rode forward to reconnoiter Union positions and was killed by a sniper’s bullet. Without his leadership his troops lost cohesion, and the Confederates ultimately lost the battle.
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McCulloch, Henry Eustace

Birth Date: December 16, 1816

Death Date: March 12, 1895

Confederate officer. Henry Eustace McCulloch was born in Rutherford County, Tennessee, on December 16, 1816. His older brother was Texas Ranger and Confederate general Ben McCulloch. In the 1830s Henry and Ben McCulloch embarked on several ventures, including navigating the length of the Mississippi River on a raft. In 1837 Henry McCulloch went to Texas, one year behind his older brother. Settling in Gonzales, McCulloch joined the Texas Rangers and fought with distinction and was wounded in the 1840 Battle of Plum Creek against the Comanches. In 1842 McCulloch, then a part of Captain John Coffee “Jack” Hays’s company of Texas Rangers, served during the invasion of Texas by Mexican troops in the autumn of 1842 and saw action in the Battle of Salado Creek. Returning to Gonzales, McCulloch was elected sheriff in 1843. The next year he relocated to Seguin and began earning a living as a merchant. As the captain of a company of Texas Rangers, McCulloch fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) before returning to Guadalupe County. In 1853 he won election to the Texas House of Representatives, and in 1855 he was elected to the Texas Senate, where he served for four years.

In 1861 when Texas seceded from the Union, McCulloch took command of state troops in northern Texas and accepted the surrender of Union troops at Camp Cooper. On April 15, 1861, he was commissioned a colonel of the 1st Texas Mounted Rifles, a frontier defense unit fighting Indians on the Texas frontier. McCulloch served in this capacity until he received a commission as a Confederate brigadier general on March 14, 1862.

In late October 1862, McCulloch helped move Texas troops to Arkansas, where he organized what would become Walker’s Texas Division. McCulloch then assumed command of one of the brigades in the division. He fought at the head of his brigade during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) as the Texans tried to break the Siege of Vicksburg from the west side of the Mississippi River but performed poorly in the Battle of Milliken’s Bend (June 7, 1863). On July 22, 1863, McCulloch took leave of his brigade to command the Northern Sub-District of Texas. In this position he had to deal with bushwhackers, deserters, and Indian raids. He even tried to arrest William Clark Quantrill, a Confederate outlaw and guerrilla fighter, for robbery and murder.

When the war ended, McCulloch returned home to Seguin with an armed guard to protect him against deserters who had sworn to kill him. In 1874 he assisted Governor-elect Richard Coke in removing Reconstruction governor Edmund J. Davis, who had barricaded himself in the state capitol. In 1876 McCulloch was appointed the head of the Texas Deaf and Dumb Asylum in Austin, but his poor administration of the facility brought his resignation in 1879. He then retired to Seguin. McCulloch died in Rockport, Texas, on March 12, 1895.
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McCulloch, Hugh

Birth Date: December 7, 1808

Death Date: May 24, 1895

Influential banker and U.S. secretary of the treasury. Hugh McCulloch was born on December 7, 1808, in Kennebunk, Maine, the son of a well-to-do merchant. After education at Bowdoin College, McCulloch studied law in Boston and commenced a law practice in Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 1832. He soon took a job with a local bank, however, beginning a long and distinguished career in banking. McCulloch eventually became president of the State Bank of Indiana, which benefited greatly from his organizational skills and financial acumen.

McCulloch went to Washington in 1862, where he lobbied Congress not to pass the national bank bill, which he believed would prove calamitous to state banks. Although his effort proved unsuccessful, in 1863 McCulloch agreed to serve as comptroller of U.S. currency, which represented an about-face from his stance a year earlier. McCulloch faced tough challenges, but his stature among state banks and his years of banking experience helped him bring into circulation $450 million in greenbacks with considerable success.

In March 1865 McCulloch succeeded William P. Fessenden as secretary of the treasury, a post that McCulloch held until March 1869. His first order of business was to take out of circulation as many greenbacks as possible to prevent inflation and maintain the convertibility of the dollar. In this he was less than successful, chiefly because Congress did not enact legislation to require the retirement of greenbacks until the 1870s. McCulloch also reinstituted federal taxation in the South, worked to diminish the nation’s debt, and brought expenditures in line with revenue.

After vacating his treasury post in 1869, McCulloch went to London, where he was a representative of an American bank. He again served as treasury secretary during 1884–1885 and then retired to suburban Maryland, where he died in Prince George’s County on May 24, 1895.
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McDowell, Battle of

Event Date: May 8, 1862

Engagement of Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). In order to destroy Confederate forces in the northern part of the Shenandoah Valley, U.S. president Abraham Lincoln ordered the creation of three separate commands to converge on the Confederates: one under Major General Irvin McDowell, one under Major General Nathaniel Banks, and one under Major General John C. Frémont. No one officer had overall command, however, and this proved fatal for the Union effort.

General Robert E. Lee, military adviser to Confederate president Jefferson Davis, knowing that General Joseph E. Johnston had only 60,000 men to defend Richmond against Union major general George B. McClellan’s 130,000 men, recommended to Davis that Jackson, who had been defeated in the First Battle of Kernstown (March 23, 1862) but had since been reinforced to some 17,000 men, demonstrate in the Shenandoah Valley in order to tie down as many Union troops as possible. Davis approved.

Jackson was at Swift Run Gap, Virginia. His intelligence was excellent, and his men were capable of such rapid movement that they became known as foot cavalry. Meanwhile, Banks was moving slowly south up the valley with some 15,000 men, while Frémont with another 20,000 men was approaching Staunton from the west. If Frémont and Banks could combine forces, Jackson would be overwhelmed.

Leaving some 8,000 men under Brigadier General Richard S. Ewell to contain Banks, on April 30 Jackson departed Swift Run Gap and moved rapidly westward with some 10,000 men to engage Frémont. On May 6, having endured driving rain, he arrived in Staunton with his men after covering 92 miles on foot and another 25 miles by train. Pushing west, late on the afternoon of May 7 the leading elements of Jackson’s force, led by Brigadier General Edward “Allegheny” Johnson, encountered Brigadier General Robert H. Milroy’s brigade, the leading element of Frémont’s army. Milroy withdrew as Brigadier General Robert C. Schneck rushed to his support and, because he was senior to Milroy, then assumed command. Schneck deployed his 6,000 Union troops around McDowell, and the Confederates occupied the nearby key terrain feature of Stilington’s Hill. On May 8 as Jackson was trying to figure out a way to flank the Union position, Schneck attacked. In the four-hour Battle of McDowell (also known as the Battle of Stilington’s Hill), some 2,800 Confederates turned back all the assaults by 2,300 Union troops personally led by Milroy and aimed at driving them from the hill. That night as Jackson personally led the Stonewall Brigade onto the field, Schneck used the cover of darkness to withdraw into the Alleghenies.

Jackson pursued the retreating Federals as far as Franklin (in present-day West Virginia) but gave up the pursuit on May 12 to return to the valley and move against Banks. In the Battle of McDowell, the Confederates lost 45 killed and 423 wounded. Despite attacking, losses for the Union forces were half those of the Confederates: 26 killed, 227 wounded, and 3 missing.
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McDowell, Irvin

Birth Date: October 15, 1818

Death Date: May 4, 1885

Union officer. Irvin McDowell was born in Columbus, Ohio, on October 15, 1818. He received his early education in France; graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838; and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the artillery. McDowell performed garrison duty along the Canadian border until 1841, when he returned to West Point as an instructor of tactics.

Promoted to first lieutenant in 1842, in 1845 McDowell joined the staff of Brigadier General John E. Wool in Texas as aide-de-camp, retaining this post throughout the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). McDowell was brevetted captain for his performance in the February 1847 Battle of Buena Vista and was appointed a staff captain and an assistant adjutant general in May.
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Union major general Irvin McDowell, a competent officer, commanded Union forces facing the Confederates in Virginia at the beginning of the Civil War. Although he believed his forces were not ready, political pressure forced him to take the offensive, and McDowell would have the dubious distinction of losing the first major engagement of the Civil War in the First Battle of Bull Run, July 21, 1861. (National Archives)

McDowell was then assigned to the Adjutant General’s Department in Washington, D.C. Between 1848 and 1861, he was aide-de-camp to general in chief Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott, earning promotion to brevet major. Following the onset of the Civil War in April 1861, Scott arranged for McDowell to be promoted directly to brigadier general in the regular army.

In the anxious early days of the war, it fell to McDowell to organize, train, and lead an army against the Confederate forces in Virginia. Despite his lack of experience commanding large formations, McDowell had by July assembled a force of some 50,000 regulars and raw volunteers around Washington, D.C. Had he possessed sufficient time, he would no doubt have welded this polyglot collection into an effective fighting force. Domestic politics intervened, however.

Goaded by President Abraham Lincoln and others, McDowell was forced to commence offensive operations before his army could competently enact them. He nonetheless concocted a viable scheme for advancing into Virginia. He planned to outflank the Confederate force under Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard at Manassas Junction and sever its supply line to Richmond. Politicians in Washington hoped that a crushing Union victory here would end the war.

On July 16, 1861, McDowell led some 37,000 men out of Washington. He proceeded slowly, and as it turned out, his men were unable to execute his plan effectively. In the First Battle of Bull Run at Manassas Junction (July 21, 1861), Beauregard was able to redeploy his 22,000 men to meet the Union envelopment in time, greatly aided by the arrival by rail from the Shenandoah Valley of 11,000 men under Brigadier General Joseph E. Johnston, who tipped the battle in favor of the Confederates. McDowell’s forces then broke and ran in a humiliating stampede back to Washington, D.C. Fortunately for the Union, the Confederates were totally disorganized and in no condition to pursue. Nonetheless, the defeat was a national disgrace, and McDowell was relieved.

Lincoln, perhaps cognizant of his mistake in rushing McDowell into combat, allowed him to command I Corps in Major General George B. McClellan’s newly organized Army of the Potomac. McDowell was promoted to major general of volunteers in March 1862. Throughout the spring of 1862 during McClellan’s ineffectual Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), I Corps remained fixed in place guarding Washington, D.C.

In July 1862 McDowell’s force was redesignated III Corps as part of General John Pope’s Army of Virginia. Both commanders subsequently turned in poor performances in the Union defeat at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and were relieved of command. McDowell, angered at being hung out to dry for a second time, demanded a court of inquiry that cleared him, but his career as a field commander was effectively finished. He spent the rest of the war in exile commanding the Department of the Pacific beginning in July 1864 and then took command of the Department of California in July 1865.

Remaining in the regular army, McDowell took command of the Department of the East in July 1868 and rose to major general in November 1872. After four years commanding the Division of the South, he resumed command of the Department of the Pacific in June 1876. McDowell retired six years later and died on May 4, 1885, in San Francisco. Although the last stage of his career was efficient and commendable, he never lived down the stigma gained at Bull Run 25 years earlier.
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McGinnis, George Francis

Birth Date: March 19, 1826

Death Date: May 29, 1910

Union officer. George Francis McGinnis was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on March 19, 1826. His mother died when he was an infant, and he lived with an aunt in Hampden, Maine; his father then took him to Chillicothe, Ohio. McGinnis volunteered during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He was commissioned first lieutenant on May 28, 1846, and promoted to captain on July 16, 1847, while serving in the 2nd Ohio Infantry. Mustered out of the volunteers on July 25, 1848, he moved to Indiana in 1850, where he took up his father’s profession of hatter.

McGinnis joined the 11th Indiana Infantry on April 15, 1861, as a private. He was commissioned captain on April 16, promoted to lieutenant colonel on April 25, and advanced to colonel of the same regiment on September 3. Assigned to western Virginia (West Virginia), McGinnis and his regiment saw little fighting that winter, but he won praise for his role in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) in Tennessee. At the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7), McGinnis temporarily commanded a brigade. In early November 1862 he assumed command of a brigade in the District of Eastern Arkansas, Department of the Missouri, and was appointed brigadier general to date from November 29.

McGinnis commanded a brigade in the Yazoo Pass Expedition (February–April 1863). His association with Generals Lewis Wallace and John A. McClernand, both of whom were disliked by army regulars, did little to boost his military career. Indeed, during the remainder of the war, McGinnis held a series of relatively unimportant commands in the Department of the Gulf and the Department of Arkansas. He mustered out of the service on August 24, 1865, without a brevet to major general.

After the war McGinnis settled in Indianapolis, Indiana, where he was a county auditor (1867–1871). He then held a succession of minor county and state offices until 1900, when he was appointed postmaster of Indianapolis. McGinnis died in Indianapolis on May 29, 1910.
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McGowan, Samuel

Birth Date: October 9, 1819

Death Date: August 9, 1897

Confederate officer. Samuel McGowan was born on October 9, 1819, in Laurens County, South Carolina. He graduated from South Carolina College in 1841 and then studied law and became an attorney. McGowan served as a captain during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and spent 13 years in the state legislature. At the same time, he was also active in the state militia, rising to the rank of major general by 1861. He led a brigade in the bombardment of Fort Sumter during April 12–14, 1861.

McGowan subsequently served as aide-de-camp to Brigadier General Milledge Bonham during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and was commissioned lieutenant colonel in the 14th South Carolina Infantry in September 1861. Advanced to colonel of the 14th South Carolina in April 1862, he saw action in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), during which he was wounded, and at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) and then at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), where he was severely wounded. McGowan recovered sufficiently enough to lead his regiment at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), where he took command of a brigade after his commanding officer, Brigadier General Maxey Gregg, was killed in action.

Advanced to brigadier general effective January 17, 1863, McGowan participated in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where he sustained a third wound. Out of action for many months, he next saw combat at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864). On May 12 during the latter engagement, he was again wounded. He later participated in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), surrendering at Appomattox.

After the war, McGowan returned to his home in Abbeville, South Carolina. In 1878 he secured a seat in the state legislature. He became a justice on the South Carolina Supreme Court in 1879, a post he held until 1893. McGowan died on August 9, 1897, in Abbeville, South Carolina.
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McGuire, Hunter Holmes

Birth Date: October 11, 1835

Death Date: September 19, 1900

Physician and Confederate officer. Hunter Holmes McGuire was born in Winchester, Virginia, on October 11, 1835. The son of a physician, he graduated from the Winchester Medical College in 1855, went to Philadelphia to study at the Jefferson Medical College, returned home briefly because of illness, and again took up his studies in Philadelphia. In late 1859 he left Jefferson Medical College, troubled by anti-Southern sentiments in the North. He enrolled at the Medical College of Virginia in Richmond, where he earned a second medical degree and then taught briefly at the University of Louisiana.

When the Civil War began, McGuire enlisted as a private in the 2nd Virginia Infantry Regiment. In late April 1861 he was sent to Harpers Ferry, Virginia, to serve under Colonel Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. On May 4, 1861, McGuire accepted a commission as a major and surgeon and began a close friendship with Jackson. In June, Jackson was appointed brigadier general and organized the 1st Virginia Brigade. That same month, Jackson made McGuire chief surgeon of the brigade; from that point on, McGuire became known as Jackson’s personal physician. Also acting as chief medical officer for the Army of the Shenandoah, McGuire was present at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), alongside Jackson. McGuire would remain at Jackson’s side through numerous subsequent battles and engagements, including the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).

McGuire became a fixture on Jackson’s eclectic and eccentric staff and was frequently called upon to treat a number of prominent Confederate officers. McGuire also tolerated in good form Jackson’s sometimes bizarre litany of ailments and his equally strange theories on disease.

After Jackson was wounded at Chancellorsville, McGuire decided that the best course of action was to amputate the general’s arm. However, within days infection and other complications set in, and Jackson succumbed to pneumonia 10 days after being shot. McGuire, who deeply respected and admired Jackson, was greatly troubled over the loss of his friend. For years thereafter, McGuire ardently promoted and protected Jackson’s image, even writing numerous biographical sketches of him.

After Chancellorsville, McGuire held a number of important medical positions, including chief surgeon of II Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, and medical director for Lieutenant Jubal A. Early’s Army of the Valley. In March 1865 McGuire was taken prisoner by Union troops but was released shortly thereafter.

Following the war, McGuire taught at the Virginia Medical College and helped establish the Richmond University College of Medicine, eventually serving as its president. In addition, he wrote extensively on obstetrics and gynecology and continued to write about his old mentor, Jackson. After suffering a debilitating stroke, McGuire died in Richmond, Virginia, on September 19, 1900.
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McIntosh, James McQueen

Birth Date: 1828

Death Date: March 7, 1862

Confederate officer. James McQueen McIntosh was born at Fort Brooke, Florida, in 1828, the son of a career army officer. McIntoch was also the brother of future Union brigadier general John B. McIntosh. James McIntosh graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1849 and was commissioned in the infantry. In 1855 he was promoted to first lieutenant and transferred to the new 1st U.S. Cavalry Regiment. By May 1861, at which time he resigned his commission, he had risen to the rank of captain. That same month he joined the Confederate Army, also at the rank of captain, and was dispatched to the Trans-Mississippi theater.

Appointed colonel of the 2nd Arkansas Mounted Rifles, McIntosh was known as a brilliant if sometimes rash cavalry officer. He did not disappoint at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), where he impressed Brigadier General Ben McCulloch. Advanced to brigadier general in January 1862, McIntosh commanded a cavalry brigade for McCulloch. On the first day of fighting in the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), McCulloch was killed. McIntosh assumed command and led a detachment of troops on a brave but reckless assault against entrenched Union troops. Approximately 15 minutes after McCulloch fell, McIntosh himself was shot in the chest and killed.
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McIntosh, John Baillie

Birth Date: June 6, 1829

Death Date: June 29, 1888

Union officer. The younger brother of Confederate brigadier general James McIntosh, John Baillie McIntosh was born at Fort Brooke, Florida, on June 6, 1829. He entered the navy, saw limited duty as a midshipman during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), and left the service in 1850 to pursue business interests in New Jersey. Following the beginning of the Civil War, McIntosh took a second lieutenant’s commission in the 2nd U.S. Cavalry (which was redesignated the 5th Cavalry in August 1861). He saw extensive action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), earning promotion to first lieutenant in June 1862. He served in the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) and in November entered the volunteer army when he became colonel of the 3rd Pennsylvania Cavalry.

In February 1863 McIntosh assumed command of a brigade in the Army of the Potomac’s Cavalry Corps, which he led at Kelly’s Ford on March 17, in Stoneman’s Richmond Raid during the Chancellorsville Campaign, and at Gettysburg (July 1–3). Injured in a horse accident that October, McIntosh required months to recover. Still convalescing, in January 1864 McIntosh assumed command of the Cavalry Division, XXII Corps, in defense of Washington. By May he had recovered sufficiently to rejoin the Army of the Potomac for the start of the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), commanding the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, Cavalry Corps. McIntosh was conspicuously engaged at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), where he held back a vastly larger force of Confederate infantry for hours; at the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21); in Major General Philip Sheridan’s Richmond raid that resulted in the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11, 1864); and in the army’s advance to Petersburg. McIntosh’s performance earned him long-overdue promotion to brigadier general of volunteers in July 1864.

Beginning in August, McIntosh’s brigade saw almost nonstop action during Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). During the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864), McIntosh opened the fight with a fierce attack and received a dangerous wound that necessitated amputation of his right leg. He saw no further field duty during the war. Brevetted major general in both the regular and volunteer organizations, he mustered out of the volunteers in April 1866. That July he was appointed lieutenant colonel in the new 42nd Infantry (Veteran Reserve Corps), a position he held for three years. He was retired with the regular rank of brigadier general in 1870. McIntosh died in New Brunswick, New Jersey, on June 29, 1888.
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McKay, Charlotte Johnson

Birth Date: August 2, 1818

Death Date: April 10, 1894

Union Army nurse. Born on August 2, 1818, in Waterford, Maine, Charlotte Elizabeth Johnson was one of seven children of Dr. Abner Johnson, a local physician who invented Johnson’s Anodyne Liniment. After an education in local public schools, Charlotte Johnson worked as a teacher in a private school. In 1854 she married William P. McKay in South Reading, Massachusetts. McKay’s husband, however, died after a brief illness on April 10, 1856. Her only child, Julia, died at age six at home in South Reading in May 1861.

In 1862 Charlotte McKay, lost in grief and seeking an outlet to relieve her suffering, traveled to Baltimore, Maryland, to offer her services as a nurse during the Civil War. Upon arriving at the Camden Hospital in Baltimore, McKay was informed that the hospital did not need any more nurses. At that very moment, however, a message requesting nurses came from the hospital in Frederick, Maryland. From March to September 1862, McKay nursed wounded Union soldiers of the Army of the Potomac there. In September 1862 during the Antietam Campaign, the Confederate Army briefly occupied the hospital in Frederick, so McKay also nursed Confederate soldiers, treating them with care and compassion. After having cared for wounded soldiers in a temporary hospital in the Patent Office in Washington, D.C., since December 1862, McKay was granted permission from the War Department on January 12, 1863, to travel with the Army of the Potomac as a field nurse.

McKay was initially assigned to III Corps, stationed at Falmouth, Virginia. Among the troops in the vicinity was her brother Dudley, a member of the 17th Maine Regiment, who died in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Reassigned because of Confederate artillery fire to Fredericksburg, about 13 miles away, McKay cared for wounded Union troops in northern Virginia until June 1863, when the Union hospitals in northern Virginia were dismantled and the wounded were shifted to Washington, D.C., as the Army of the Potomac moved north to follow the Army of Northern Virginia into Pennsylvania.

On July 4, 1863, after news had reached Washington, D.C., about the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), McKay departed by train for that place to care for wounded troops. She arrived in the town on July 7, 1863, and remained there for two months, dispersing food and clothing. One of the most popular treats for the wounded soldiers was milk punch, which was distributed in small tin cups. The presence of the female nurses had a positive impact on the morale of the wounded soldiers, yet McKay was sharply critical of corrupt military personnel and civilians who pilfered supplies destined for the wounded.

In September 1863 McKay was reunited with III Corps at Sulphur Springs, Virginia, and continued to serve in field hospitals for the duration of the Civil War. After General Robert E. Lee’s surrender on April 9, 1865, McKay took control of the kitchen at the field hospital in Petersburg, Virginia. For the next year, she distributed supplies to the freed slaves in the vicinity of Petersburg.

In the spring of 1866, McKay returned to Massachusetts and settled in Wakefield. She published her memoirs of her Civil War experience in 1876. In the early 1890s she moved to San Diego, California, where she died on April 10, 1894. McKay was buried in the Olivewood Cemetery in Riverside, California. Her epitaph reads: “For God and native land, in hospital and camp.”
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McKean, William Wister

Birth Date: September 19, 1800

Death Date: April 22, 1865

Union naval officer. William Wister McKean was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on September 19, 1800. He entered the U.S. Navy as a midshipman on November 30, 1814, at the end of the War of 1812. During the 1820s he served in the squadron in the West Indies charged with suppressing piracy, and as commander of the schooner Alligator, he successfully captured the Colombian privateer Cinecqa on April 30, 1822.

Promoted to lieutenant on January 13, 1825, McKean subsequently served in the Mediterranean Squadron and the Brazil Squadron. Promoted to commander on September 8, 1841, he was advanced to captain on September 14, 1855. During those decades he commanded ships in the Pacific Squadron and the Home Squadron. He also served as governor of the Naval Asylum in Philadelphia.

In 1860 McKean was ordered to the screw frigate Niagara on special duty to escort Japanese diplomats from Washington, D.C., to New York City. McKean returned from the Far East at the start of the Civil War in April 1861. Still commanding the Niagara, he was ordered to participate in the blockade of the Confederate coastline.

On September 6, 1861, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles appointed McKean to command the Gulf Blockading Squadron. When it was split into two the next month, he took over the East Gulf Blockading Squadron, while Captain David G. Farragut took command of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. McKean directed attacks on Fort McRee, the Pensacola Navy Yard, and the town of Warrington, Florida, during November 22–23, 1861.

On December 9, 1861, Captain Theodorus Bailey replaced the ailing McKean in command of the East Gulf Blockading Squadron. McKean was placed on the retired list on December 27, 1861, and was relieved from active duty on June 4, 1862. He was promoted to commodore on the retired list on July 16, 1862. McKean died at his home near Binghamton, New York, on April 22, 1865.
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McKinley, William, Jr.

Birth Date: January 29, 1843

Death Date: September 14, 1901

Union officer, congressman, governor of Ohio, and president of the United States. William McKinley Jr. was born in Niles, Ohio, on January 29, 1843. In his late teens, he attended Allegheny College for a time but did not graduate. As with many others of his generation, McKinley’s Civil War service as a young Ohio volunteer officer would have a profound impact on his life, and like most soldiers, he developed a deep hatred of war.

[image: image]

Future president of the United States William McKinley served in the Union Army during the Civil War, rising from private to major. Well aware of the horrors of war, he only reluctantly took the United States into war with Spain in 1898. (Library of Congress)

Nevertheless, McKinley performed his military duties ably, beginning the war in June 1862 as a private in the 23rd Ohio Infantry Regiment; future president Rutherford B. Hayes was also a member of the regiment. Much of McKinley’s Civil War experiences occurred in West Virginia, where he had garrison and guard duties and participated in numerous skirmishes with Confederate guerrillas. He did participate in the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) as well as portions of Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). A captain by early 1865, McKinley was brevetted major on March 13, 1865. He remained in the 23rd Ohio for the entirety of the war.

After the war, McKinley studied law at the Albany Law School in Albany, New York, and was admitted to the Ohio bar in 1867. In 1876 he ran for and was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Republican. In 1890 he lost his congressional seat but went on to serve as governor of Ohio (1892–1896). In November 1896 he defeated Democratic presidential nominee William Jennings Bryan to become the 25th president of the United States.

McKinley’s presidency coincided with the Spanish-American War, which began in April 1898. Although McKinley was reluctant to go to war, he prosecuted it with vigor and maintained aggressive peace demands that involved the controversial U.S. acquisition of the Philippines and other former Spanish possessions.

Enormously popular in the aftermath of the war and amid a booming economy, McKinley ran for reelection in 1900. His second term lasted only six months, for he was shot on September 6, 1901, in Buffalo, New York, by anarchist Leon Czolgosz. Eight days later McKinley went into shock and died in Buffalo on September 14, 1901.
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McKinstry, Justus

Birth Date: July 6, 1814

Death Date: December 11, 1897

Union officer. Justus McKinstry was born on July 6, 1814, in Columbia County, New York, but moved to Michigan with his family as a child. A graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838, he was promoted to first lieutenant in 1841 and to staff captain in 1847. He served in the Quartermaster Department but led an infantry company during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning a brevet and promotion to regular captain. In 1861 as a major, he served as Major General John C. Frémont’s chief quartermaster officer in St. Louis. In September 1861, McKinstry was promoted to brigadier general and was made provost marshal and quartermaster for the Department of the West. In this position, he began one of the most profligately corrupt supply commands in the history of the U.S. Army.

Tasked with purchasing everything from food to weapons to ammunition to wagons to horses, McKinstry was determined to enrich himself at the expense of the U.S. government. He demanded kickbacks from contractors, marked up the civilian payroll and then skimmed the excess for himself, and frequently falsified vouchers showing exorbitant payments made to contractors and suppliers so he could pocket the difference.

McKinstry was aided in his duplicity by Child, Pratt & Fox, a St. Louis hardware supplier with which he colluded to fix costs and award contracts. The hardware firm in some cases reaped profits of more than 300 percent and paid McKinstry a portion of the take for his own personal gain. In many cases, the products procured from the company were substandard. Before long, McKinstry insisted that all contractors sell their goods first to Child, Pratt & Fox, which marked them up by 100 percent or more before selling them back to McKinstry, who would take his cut from the proceeds.

In the autumn of 1861, however, McKinstry’s subordinates blew the whistle on the corrupt quartermaster. He was promptly arrested and court-martialed, and he left the army in disgrace after being discharged in January 1863. McKinstry’s checkered past did not, however, prevent him from becoming a prosperous stockbroker in New York City and then a successful land speculator in Missouri. McKinstry died on December 11, 1897, in St. Louis.
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McLaws, Lafayette

Birth Date: January 15, 1821

Death Date: July 24, 1897

Confederate officer. Born in Augusta, Georgia, on January 15, 1821, Lafayette McLaws graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, near the bottom of his class in 1842. James Longstreet was a classmate. After receiving a commission in the infantry, McLaws enjoyed a moderately distinguished army career, participating in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and the Mormon Expedition (1857–1858) and performing duties at several frontier posts. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1847 and captain in 1851 and resigned in March 1861 to join the Confederate Army.

In May 1861, McLaws accepted a commission as a major and initially performed quartermaster duties at Savannah. In June he was advanced to colonel and given command of the 10th Georgia Infantry, which he led to Virginia. Promoted to brigadier general on September 25, he took command of the 1st Brigade in the Army of the Peninsula, but by November he had charge of a division. His actions in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) earned him promotion to major general. McLaws’s performance in the West Woods at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and on Marye’s Heights at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) earned him high marks for defensive warfare. This, however, translated into prudence bordering on timidity when ordered to attack and troubled his career thereafter. At the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), McLaws chose not to carry out a pivotal assault against a key Union position and nearly compromised the entire Confederate attack. General Robert E. Lee expressed frustration over McLaws’s performance.

McLaws endured more controversy at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), when his forces bore the brunt of Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s unsuccessful second attacks in the Peach Orchard and the Wheatfield, resulting in harsh criticism from McLaws’s commander. The enmity between these two generals climaxed when their command was transferred to the Army of Tennessee in September 1863 to participate in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), which McLaws missed, and the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). When McLaws failed in an aborted assault on Fort Loudon, citing lack of proper preparations, Longstreet relieved him from command and charged him with neglect of duty.

McLaws demanded a court-martial and engaged in a lengthy legal battle to justify his decisions and clear his name. On May 4, 1864, a court eventually cleared him of the charges, but it took the personal intervention of President Jefferson Davis to return McLaws to the field. However, Davis transferred him to the Department of South Carolina and Georgia, where he spent the remainder of the war in charge of the defense of Savannah and then hampering Major General William T. Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). McLaws again commanded a division and fought at the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865) and surrendered near Durham Station, North Carolina, with the rest of General Joseph E. Johnston’s army on April 26, 1865.

Following the war, McLaws worked in the insurance business, served with the U.S. Internal Revenue Service, and was postmaster of Savannah. He also actively participated in veterans’ organizations. He wrote several articles on his division in the war and spent the rest of his life laboring to restore his tarnished reputation. McLaws died in Savannah, Georgia, on July 24, 1897.
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McLean, John

Birth Date: March 11, 1785

Death Date: April 4, 1861

U.S. Supreme Court justice (1829–1861). John McLean was born on March 11, 1785, in Morris County, New Jersey. During his childhood, the family moved from New Jersey to different towns in Virginia and Kentucky before settling in Warren County, Ohio. McLean eventually settled in Cincinnati, studied law, and was admitted to the Ohio bar in 1807. He then moved to Lebanon, Ohio, where he began a law practice and a weekly newspaper.

In 1812 McLean was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democratic Republican. In 1816 he resigned his seat after he was elected to the Ohio Supreme Court. He remained on the bench until 1822, when President James Monroe appointed him commissioner of the General Land Office. In 1823 Monroe elevated McLean to postmaster general.

In March 1829 President Andrew Jackson appointed McLean to the U.S. Supreme Court, and the Senate confirmed the appointment. As an associate justice, McLean generally took a nationalist position on legal questions. He favored the reasonable expansion of federal power in areas where the U.S. Constitution granted jurisdiction to the national government.

McLean opposed slavery. In United States v. Amistad (1841), he joined with the majority to order the release of the African captives. In Groves v. Slaughter (1841), McLean filed a concurring opinion in a case that saw the Court overrule a Mississippi constitutional provision prohibiting the importation of slaves. He opined that slavery was a creature of local law and that states had the power to prohibit or allow slavery. In Prigg v. Pennsylvania (1842), the Court struck down state laws regulating the return of fugitive slaves. McLean filed the only dissent, reasoning that slavery was a product of local law and thus that states could intervene to protect fugitives.

In other slavery cases, McLean generally sided with the majority and supported the rights of slave owners. His most important opinion in a slavery case, however, was in Scott v. Sandford (1857)—also known as the Dred Scott case—in which McLean filed a 35-page dissenting opinion. He attacked slavery as a product of force and contrary to right. When news of McLean’s and Justice Benjamin R. Curtis’s dissenting opinions reached Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, he rejected the original narrow majority opinion and wrote a lengthy opinion that denied that Congress had any right to prohibit the spread of slavery or that blacks could ever become citizens. The effect of Taney’s opinion was to motivate abolitionist forces to greater efforts.

The fame that McLean received from the Dred Scott decision caused him to be considered as a possible presidential nominee in 1856 and 1860. McLean’s advancing age finally undermined his hopes for the White House, and he remained on the Court until his death on April 4, 1861, in Cincinnati, Ohio.

TIM J. WATTS

See also

Dred Scott Case; Slavery; Supreme Court, U.S.; Taney, Roger Brooke

Further Reading

Fehrenbacher, Don E. The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American Law and Politics. New York: Oxford University Press, 1978.

Weisenburger, Francis P. The Life of John McLean: A Politician on the United States Supreme Court. New York: Da Capo, 1971.

McLean, Wilmer

Birth Date: May 3, 1814

Death Date: June 5, 1882

Wholesale grocer whose home in Appomattox Court House, Virginia, served as the place of surrender for Confederate forces under General Robert E. Lee on April 9, 1865. Wilmer McLean was born in Alexandria County, Virginia, on May 3, 1814. He studied at Alexandria Academy and then became a partner in the grocery firm Kerr and McLean; he was a major in the local militia.

After he married in 1853, McLean moved into the Prince William County, Virginia, home of his wife, near Manassas Junction. In the summer of 1861, McLean provided information to Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard about the local topography. When McLean realized that there would be a battle nearby, he offered his home to the Confederates as a military hospital. The Confederates took over the home and outbuildings on July 17, 1861, several days after the McLeans had left Manassas Junction. During the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Beauregard used the property as his headquarters.

McLean returned after the battle and worked for the Confederate Quartermaster Department for about four months, charging the department for his expenses only. In 1863 McLean moved his family into a house in Appomattox Court House, Virginia. On April 9, 1865, Colonel Charles Marshall, while looking for an appropriate surrender location, encountered McLean in the street in Appomattox. After showing Marshall a vacant house, which was deemed unacceptable, McLean suggested that his residence would be suitable. The formal surrender ceremony took place in the parlor of the McLean residence. It has been said that the Civil War both began and ended on his property.

McLean left Appomattox in the autumn of 1867, moving back to northern Virginia. He led an impoverished life after the war, saddled with debt and working at low-paying jobs. McLean died in Alexandria, Virginia, on June 5, 1882.

REBECCA L. ZIMMER
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The McLean house in the town of Appomattox Court House, Virginia, in 1865. Confederate general Robert E. Lee surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia to Union lieutenant general Ulysses S. Grant here on April 9, 1865. (National Archives)
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McMillan, James Winning

Birth Date: April 28, 1825

Death Date: March 9, 1903

Union officer. James Winning McMillan was born on April 28, 1825, in Clark County, Kentucky, and moved to Illinois as a young man. After serving in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a sergeant, he engaged in various business endeavors in Indiana. In July 1861 he was commissioned colonel of the 21st Indiana Infantry Regiment and was sent to Louisiana, where he helped occupy New Orleans and led troops. He was wounded at the Battle of Baton Rouge (August 5, 1862). His regiment remained in Louisiana, where on September 4 it surprised a Texas cavalry battalion and chased it into nearby swamps. McMillan’s men took 50 Confederates prisoner and also captured supplies and some 300 horses. On November 9, 1862, McMillan was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers and assumed a brigade command in XIX Corps, Department of the Gulf.

During the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), McMillan held both brigade and division commands, seeing action at the Battles of Mansfield (April 8), Pleasant Hill (April 9), and Cane River Crossing (April 23). Two divisions of XIX Corps were then ordered north to Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley to take part in Major General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). McMillan’s force was heavily engaged at the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19) and the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19). Thereafter, McMillan held a division command in the Department of West Virginia.

McMillan resigned his commission on May 15, 1865, after being brevetted major general of volunteers on March 5, 1865. He subsequently moved to Kansas, where he remained until 1875, when he was named a member of the Pension Bureau in Washington, D.C. McMillan died in Washington on March 9, 1903.
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McNair, Evander

Birth Date: April 15, 1820

Death Date: November 13, 1902

Confederate officer. Evander McNair was born on April 15, 1820, near Laurel Hill in Richmond County (now Scotland County), North Carolina. He moved to Mississippi as a youth and engaged in business pursuits before serving as a volunteer sergeant in Colonel Jefferson Davis’s 1st Mississippi Rifles in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). On McNair’s return from that conflict, he settled in Washington, Arkansas, where he helped recruit an infantry battalion in the spring of 1861. That August the battalion had become a regiment, and McNair became its colonel.

Remaining in the Trans-Mississippi theater and serving under Brigadier General Ben McCulloch, McNair’s regiment first saw action at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861). Present for the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), McNair assumed brigade command after McCulloch and Brigadier General James McIntosh were killed in action. Still holding a brigade command, McNair performed gallantly at the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862) in Kentucky, where he spearheaded an effective flank assault to halt the Union advance. Highly praised by his superiors, McNair was promoted to brigadier general on November 4. He saw major action with the Army of Tennessee at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863).

Thereafter assigned to General Joseph E. Johnston’s command, McNair participated in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and, back with the Army of Tennessee, the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where he successfully fought off a Union brigade at Viniard’s Farm on the first day of fighting. On September 20, McNair was badly wounded.

McNair returned to the Trans-Mississippi theater upon his recovery and received command of an all-Arkansas brigade, which he led during Major General Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). McNair saw little action after that. Following the war he settled in New Orleans, where he started his own business. McNair later moved to Mississippi and died on November 13, 1902, in Hattiesburg.
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McNeill, John Hanson

Birth Date: June 12, 1815

Death Date: November 10, 1864

Confederate partisan and leader of McNeill’s Rangers. John Hanson McNeill was born on June 12, 1815, in Moorefield, Virginia (West Virginia). In 1838 he moved to Kentucky, where he farmed. Around 1844, he returned to the area of Moorefield and operated a small farm. In 1848 he moved to Missouri, where he became a cattle breeder near Columbia. During Missouri’s secession crisis, he supported the Confederates and operated as a guerrilla under Sterling Price, who was then commanding state forces. In late 1861 after being wounded and briefly imprisoned, McNeill returned to Virginia with his sons Jesse, William, and George, who had also engaged in guerrilla activity.

During the first half of 1862, McNeill organized a company of partisan rangers chiefly from Allegany County, Maryland, as well as Hampshire and Hardy Counties in western Virginia. On September 5, 1862, the outfit became Company E, 18th Virginia Cavalry, with McNeill commanding as captain. It was promptly detached, however, to operate as a partisan unit in western Virginia and Maryland. McNeill’s son Jesse received a first lieutenant’s commission and was second-in-command of the company, which averaged about 150 men. Colonel John Imboden, his commander, directed McNeill to use his rangers to harass Union forces and disrupt their lines of supply and communication.

McNeill’s outfit waged a highly successful series of guerrilla operations and launched repeated raids on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. His company became so persistent in and proficient at these attacks that Union authorities had to assign nearly 25,000 men to protect the vital rail line. McNeill’s men also harassed Union forces in the Shenandoah Valley and helped screen Confederate troop movements during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863).

In the spring of 1864 McNeill ran afoul of Imboden, who had him court-martialed for taking into his ranks Confederate deserters and refusing to turn them over when directed. McNeill was later acquitted of the charge. On October 3, 1864, while leading some 60 rangers at Mount Jackson, Virginia, on an attack against a Union detachment, McNeill was seriously wounded by one of his own men. He made his way to a nearby house but was soon discovered by Union soldiers and arrested. Although rescued, McNeill died in Harrisonburg, Virginia, on November 10, 1864. His son Jesse was advanced to captain and led McNeill’s Rangers until war’s end. Jesse McNeill lived until March 4, 1912, dying in Mahomet, Illinois.
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McNeill’s Rangers

Confederate guerrilla outfit initially raised and led by Captain John H. McNeill. McNeill recruited his command from Hardy and Hampshire Counties, Virginia (West Virginia), and from Allegany County, Maryland. Initially organized as Company E, 18th Virginia Cavalry, on September 5, 1862, the unit detached itself soon after to serve as partisans. McNeill’s theater of operations was mostly confined to these same three counties in Union-held territory and approximately 100 miles from any other organized portion of the Confederate Army. McNeill’s command numbered slightly more than 200 men but rarely fielded more than two-thirds of those carried on the rolls.

Despite its size, McNeill’s Rangers conducted numerous successful raids against the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad at Piedmont, West Virginia, and Cumberland, Maryland, in an effort to disrupt this important line of Union supply and communications. The raids were so frequent and damaging that some 25,000 Union troops were deployed to guard the railroad from attacks by McNeill and other Confederate raiders.

In February 1864 the Confederate government repealed the 1862 Partisan Ranger Act, ordering all irregular Confederate units disbanded with the exception of McNeill’s Rangers and a similar unit commanded by Lieutenant Colonel John Mosby. John McNeill died on November 10, 1864, as a result of wounds received in an engagement at Mount Jackson, Virginia, on October 3, when he was accidentally shot by one of his own men. Command of the rangers fell to First Lieutenant Jesse McNeill, his son, who had served under his command.

McNeill immediately planned one of the most audacious raids of the war. Union brigadier general Benjamin F. Kelley had ordered the arrest of McNeill’s mother and two of his siblings, who had been living in Cumberland, Maryland. Kelley had Mrs. McNeill and her children sent to a detention camp in Ohio, and Jesse McNeill vowed revenge for this action. On the night of February 20–21, 1865, he led 63 men in a raid into Cumberland, Maryland, for the purpose of capturing General Kelley. The town was garrisoned by some 8,000 Union soldiers, but the rangers slipped in under cover of darkness and a heavy snowstorm. McNeill had learned that Major General George Crook, commanding the Department of West Virginia, was also in Cumberland, and McNeill was determined to capture him as well. The rangers were divided into detachments, one being sent to each of the hotels where the Union generals were residing. In the early morning hours of February 21, the rangers succeeded in capturing Kelley and Crook. The rangers made good their escape to Southern lines, where the generals were turned over to Confederate authorities. McNeill’s Rangers surrendered in late April in West Virginia.

ROBERT P. BROADWATER
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McPherson, James Birdseye

Birth Date: November 14, 1828

Death Date: July 22, 1864

Union officer. Born near Clyde, Ohio, on November 14, 1828, to a poor farming family, James Birdseye McPherson earned an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, after a local wealthy merchant aided his candidacy. McPherson graduated first in his class of 1853 that included John Bell Hood, Philip Henry Sheridan, and John McAllister Schofield and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers. On active duty throughout the 1850s, McPherson was promoted to first lieutenant in 1858. He was advanced to captain following the outbreak of the Civil War.

After serving as an aide to Major General Henry Halleck with the staff rank of lieutenant colonel, McPherson became chief engineer for Major General Ulysses Grant. McPherson participated in the February 1862 captures of Forts Henry and Donelson and in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Promoted to colonel on Grant’s staff in May, McPherson was later that month advanced to brigadier general of volunteers and to major general on October 8, 1862. After briefly commanding a wing of XIII Corps, McPherson commanded XVII Corps, Army of the Tennessee, from December 22, 1862, to March 12, 1864.
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Union major general James B. McPherson commanded the Army of the Tennessee during the 1864 Atlanta Campaign. Widely regarded as one of the most capable younger Union generals, McPherson was ambushed and shot dead by Confederate skirmishers on July 22, 1864. (Library of Congress)

McPherson distinguished himself in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and in engagements at Jackson (May 14), Champion Hill (May 16), and the Big Black River (May 17). At Champion Hill, his troops played a critical role in the Union victory, pitching into the Confederate left flank and breaking it after several hours of fierce fighting. As a reward for his role in capturing Vicksburg, in August 1863 McPherson was promoted to brigadier general in the regular army. He remained in Mississippi and took part in Major General William T. Sherman’s Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864).

That spring Sherman, freshly appointed commander of the Military Division of the Mississippi, planned to strike into the interior of the Confederacy, with the aim of defeating the Confederate Army of Tennessee and taking Atlanta. Near Chattanooga, Sherman had at his disposal 98,000 men in three armies and 254 guns. Both Sherman and Grant considered McPherson to be the most promising young general in the Union Army, and on March 26, 1864, McPherson assumed command of the Army of the Tennessee.

On May 9, 1864, McPherson’s caution at Snake Creek Gap cost Sherman a chance to destroy the Confederate army, but McPherson’s presence in the gap did force a Confederate retreat. For more than two months the Union armies dueled with the retreating Confederate force, and McPherson’s men were in near constant action. As Union forces approached the city, McPherson’s commands were positioned to the east. On July 22, 1864, a Confederate force commanded by his West Point classmate General Hood struck the Army of the Tennessee as it moved south from Decatur. Sensing that the left flank of his army was in danger, McPherson galloped to the sound of the guns. En route he ordered up a brigade into what he perceived to be a dangerous gap between two Union corps. Ambushed by Confederate skirmishers, he was shot dead. Noticing the dead two-star general, a Confederate officer asked who he was. McPherson’s orderly is reported to have replied, “It is General McPherson, sir. You have killed the best man in our army.”

DAVID M. KEITHLY
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McRae, Dandridge

Birth Date: October 10, 1829

Death Date: April 23, 1899

Confederate officer. Born on October 10, 1829, in Baldwin County, Alabama, Dandridge McRae graduated from South Carolina College (University of South Carolina) in 1849 and settled in Searcy, Arkansas. He then became an attorney and for six years served as clerk of the county and circuit courts. In 1861 he joined the Confederate military effort as a major in the 3rd Battalion of Arkansas Infantry. When that outfit became the 21st Arkansas Infantry Regiment, McRae served as its lieutenant colonel and then its colonel. He later took charge of the 28th Arkansas Infantry.

McRae performed ably at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), where he was praised for his calm and deliberate leadership. He also saw action at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) and was commended later that spring for reinforcing Brigadier General Albert Rust’s force near Des Arc, Arkansas, when McRae marched his men more than 25 miles in a single day. McRae was well liked by his men and performed effectively for someone with no prior military experience, but military protocol was not his strong suit. In the autumn of 1862, Major General Theophilus Holmes referred to McRae’s unit as “a crude mass of undisciplined material.” This commenced a running feud between the two men.

On November 5, 1862, McRae was promoted to brigadier general and assumed command of a brigade in the Trans-Mississippi Department. In July 1863 while Confederate troops were trying to relieve Vicksburg, Holmes accused McRae of misappropriate behavior, but McRae was later cleared of any wrongdoing. McRae served under Major General Sterling Price during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) before resigning his commission in the autumn of 1864. He returned to Arkansas, resumed his law practice, and served for a time as deputy secretary of state. McRae died on April 23, 1899, in Searcy, Arkansas.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Meade, George Gordon

Birth Date: December 31, 1815

Death Date: November 6, 1872

Union officer. George Gordon Meade was born in Cádiz, Spain, on December 31, 1815. His father was a U.S. naval agent whose early death and the attendant financial problems forced Meade to withdraw from school in Philadelphia and attend one in Washington, D.C.; he then entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. Despite having been forced by circumstances to attend West Point, Meade graduated 19th in his class of 56 in 1835 and was commissioned in the artillery. During a brief leave, he assisted in a survey for the Long Island Railroad. Assigned to Florida during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), he caught a fever, returned to the North, and resigned from the army in October 1836.

Meade then worked as a civil engineer, but he rejoined the army as a second lieutenant of Topographical Engineers in May 1842. Assigned to the northwestern border survey, he worked on lighthouse construction in the Delaware Bay area before serving under Major General Zachary Taylor in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Meade saw action in the battles at Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma. He was brevetted first lieutenant for his role in the siege of Monterrey. He was then assigned to serve with Major General Winfield Scott at Tampico. Because Scott already had sufficient numbers of topographical engineers, Meade was then ordered to Washington. Subsequently he was involved in lighthouse work and in surveying the Great Lakes region. Meade was promoted to first lieutenant in August 1851 and to captain in May 1856.

Following the outbreak of the Civil War, Meade was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers in August 1861 and given command of one of three Pennsylvania brigades. At first assigned to the defense of Washington, D.C., he then fought in Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was promoted to major in the regular army. Meade was badly wounded in the hip and arm on June 30 during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) before Richmond but recovered in time to participate in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).
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Union Army major general George Gordon Meade commanded the Army of the Potomac that defeated the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Meade continued in command of the Army of the Potomac the rest of the war, although he was largely overshadowed by general-in-chief of the army Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, who accompanied the army in the field. (Library of Congress)

Given command of a division in I Corps, Army of the Potomac, Meade saw action during the Antietam Campaign in the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862). In the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) he won praise for pressing home the attack, then took temporary command of I Corps for the remainder of the battle when Major General Joseph Hooker was wounded. Promoted to major general of volunteers in November, Meade commanded the 3rd Division in I Corps in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), where he commanded on the Union left. He won a temporary success until the Confederates were able to reinforce that portion of their line. Meade assumed command of V Corps in December and briefly commanded the Center Grand Division, which included III and V Corps, until that organization was disbanded in February 1863, at which point he resumed direction of V Corps. He commanded V Corps in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), during which his forces were not heavily engaged.

Hooker had performed poorly as commander of the Army of the Potomac at Chancellorsville, while Meade had a reputation of being unflappable. Faced with General Robert E. Lee’s second invasion of the North, President Abraham Lincoln replaced Hooker with Meade as commander of the Union’s major field army on June 28, 1863. The Army of Northern Virginia and the Army of the Potomac then stumbled into a confrontation at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania on July 1. Meade, who was late arriving on the field, fought a masterly defensive battle there, beating back several of Lee’s attacks. Following Lee’s last effort on July 3, Meade refused to mount a counterattack on the Confederate lines. He believed, rightly in the opinion of most historians, that a frontal assault across open ground would merely replicate Lee’s own failure. Meade was also criticized for his slow pursuit of Lee, who was able to get across the Potomac back into Virginia with his prisoners and much booty. Nonetheless, Meade had handled the Army of the Potomac with cool competence and won an important victory. For the first time, the Army of the Potomac was commanded by a general who refused to get rattled when confronting Lee. For his service in the battle, Meade was promoted to brigadier general in the regular army.

Meade continued to command the Army of the Potomac for the remainder of the war, although the new Union general in chief, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, accompanied the army in the field and had direction of its operations during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) against Richmond and the subsequent Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Despite this awkward situation, the two men worked well together. Meade and Grant engaged Lee in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). The Army of the Potomac then carried out the longest siege operation of the war, the Petersburg Campaign, south of Richmond and fought in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9), when Lee endeavored to escape west. Meade, who was promoted to major general in the regular army in August 1864, was present with Grant at the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox on April 9, 1865.

Meade was to be disappointed in the years after the Civil War, as his contributions to the war appeared to be slighted. He also found himself outranked by William T. Sherman and Philip H. Sheridan, the latter Meade’s former subordinate. Meade’s first postwar assignment was command of the Division of the Atlantic, with headquarters in Philadelphia. He then received command of the Third Military District in the South, consisting of Alabama, Georgia, and Florida (1867–1869). It was an assignment he did not want, but he won the respect of the occupied for his fairness. After Grant became president, Meade was again assigned command of the Division of the Atlantic (1869). Still affected by his old war wounds, Meade caught pneumonia and died in Philadelphia on November 6, 1872. Not a brilliant or bold commander, Meade was nonetheless solid and steady. He may have found it difficult to make decisions, but he was also not a man who scared easily and was thus the ideal man to command at Gettysburg.

SPENCER C. TUCKER
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Meagher, Thomas Francis

Birth Date: August 3, 1823

Death Date: July 1, 1867

Union officer. Thomas Francis Meagher was born into a wealthy family in Waterford, Ireland, on August 3, 1823. By 1848, he had become the principal spokesman for the Irish independence movement. Implicated in an abortive uprising against the British government, Meagher was exiled to Tasmania. In 1852 he escaped and fled to the United States, finally settling in New York City.

[image: image]

Born in Ireland, Thomas Francis Meagher helped rally Irish-Americans to the Union cause. Meagher raised the Irish-American Brigade, which he commanded as a brigadier general. After the war, he was territorial governor of Montana. (Library of Congress)

While originally a Tammany Democrat sympathetic to the Southern cause, Meagher reversed his views once the Confederates fired on Fort Sumter in April 1861. A noted prewar lecturer, Meagher called on all Irish-born Americans to fight for the Union cause. During President Abraham Lincoln’s 90-day call-up of the militia, Meagher personally raised Company K, known as the Irish Zouaves, attached to the 69th Regiment of the New York Militia.


Following the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where Meagher saw action as a major, he spent several months recruiting an Irish brigade. Meagher was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers on February 6, 1862, and led the Irish Brigade during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) as well as the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13), and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).

While recognized for its valor, the Irish Brigade was virtually destroyed at Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. When Major General Joseph Hooker subsequently denied Meagher leave to recruit much-needed replacements for his shattered brigade, Meagher resigned his commission on May 14, 1863. On December 22, 1863, he was accompanying his friend Brigadier General Michael Corcoran on a horseback ride when Corcoran was thrown from his steed and killed. The next day Meagher was reinstated as a brigadier general and ordered to report to Major General William T. Sherman. Meagher briefly commanded a district in Tennessee before taking charge of a unit designated Meagher’s Provisional Division in the winter of 1865. He soon mishandled the command and was replaced.

Meagher resigned his commission on May 12, 1865, and became acting territorial governor of Montana (1865–1866). Meagher drowned near Fort Benton, Montana, after falling overboard from the steamer G. A. Thompson on the Missouri River on July 1, 1867.

FRANK X. WEISS AND PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Meagher’s Provisional Division

Improvised infantry formation of troops from the Army of the Ohio, organized in January 1865 and named for its second commander, Brigadier General Thomas F. Meagher. The Provisional Division was an experimental infantry formation that consisted of the survivors of previously shattered infantry units, individual stragglers and replacements, returning convalescents, and reassigned garrison troops. Originally commanded by Brigadier General Charles Cruft, the Provisional Division was actually just an assortment of numerous small unrelated detachments, numbering approximately 5,000 fighting men.

These individual detachments rendezvoused at Stevenson, Alabama, on January 13, 1865. From there the Provisional Division moved to Nashville, Tennessee, where it was organized into three constituent brigades. It then embarked via steamers, on a circuitous route, to join Major General William T. Sherman’s army at Savannah, Georgia, for the march north through the Carolinas. Brigadier General Thomas F. Meagher assumed command upon the Provisional Division’s arrival at New Bern, North Carolina, and apparently mishandled disciplinary, commissary, transfer, and transportation arrangements, causing the division to arrive at its destination late and in a disordered state.

Reports of Meagher’s drunkenness and inefficiency caused his relief from command on March 1, after only 16 days of leadership. The outfit saw no combat. Meagher, a former Irish Brigade hero, later faced court-martial proceedings for conduct unbecoming an officer. The Provisional Division was thereafter broken up and its brigades attached to the commands of Brigadier Generals Innis N. Palmer and Samuel P. Carter.
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Mechanicsville, Battle of

Event Date: June 26, 1862

The second engagement of the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). The Battle of Mechanicsville occurred in and to the east of the small settlement of Mechanicsville, Virginia, some 20 miles northeast of the Confederate capital of Richmond. Also known as the Battle of Beaver Dam Creek, the Battle of Mechanicsville involved the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, commanded by General Robert E. Lee, and the Union Army of the Potomac, commanded by Major General George B. McClellan.

Following the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), Lee assumed command of the Confederate forces from the wounded General Joseph E. Johnston and was determined to push McClellan’s forces away from Richmond. By the last week of June, the Union army had been deployed with most of its corps to the south of the Chickahominy River, with only Major General Fitz John Porter’s V Corps to the north, around Mechanicsville. On June 25 following his successful campaign in the Shenandoah Valley, Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson arrived in the vicinity of Richmond with his four divisions. Lee had some 47,000 men on hand for the attack. It was Lee’s hope to cross the Chickahominy with the bulk of his troops and attack Porter’s corps while leaving a smaller force to demonstrate in front of the main Union position. At the same time, Jackson’s troops would fall on Porter’s flank. To this end, Lee had deployed the troops of Major Generals James Longstreet, D. H. Hill, and A. P. Hill along the Mechanicsville Turnpike. Lee intended to begin the assault on the Union position by striking along the road into and through Mechanicsville. Union forces were estimated to be about 15,600 strong in the general vicinity. Despite Lee’s intentions, when Jackson’s command failed to arrive as planned, the battle developed into a series of costly frontal assaults.

The main Confederate attack would fall to A. P. Hill. Lee issued orders for Hill to attack on June 26. Hill waited, but with no sign of Jackson and assuming that he must at least be in the vicinity, Hill’s impatience got the better of him, and he began the attack alone at 3:00 p.m. with five brigades advancing east along the turnpike. The total number of Confederate troops in the attacking force was close to 11,000 men. They were able to push through Mechanicsville with relative ease but then faced Union troops deployed behind the Beaver Dam Creek, supported by 32 artillery pieces.

The Confederate forces attacked across the relatively open ground and were raked by heavy Union musket and artillery fire. The attack soon broke up. Although Jackson then arrived on the field, he was unable to establish contact with either D. H. Hill or Longstreet and, despite hearing the sounds of battle, ordered his men to camp for the night some two miles from Mechanicsville. As darkness fell, Lee ordered one last assault, carried out by Brigadier General Roswell Ripley’s brigade of D. H. Hill’s division. It too failed to break the Union defensive line. Lee then withdrew, having lost nearly 1,500 men; Union losses were far fewer, at 361. The blame for the failure of Lee’s plan rested with Jackson.

Although the Battle of Mechanicsville was a tactical defeat for the Southerners, it allowed Lee to seize the initiative from McClellan. The ever-cautious Union commander now feared that his right flank would be turned if he remained in position. He also claimed that he was outnumbered, although the reverse was true. Despite the fact that Porter held his ground, McClellan decided to withdraw V Corps and transfer his base of operations to the James River to the south and effectively abandoned the siege of Richmond.

RALPH MARTIN BAKER
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Medal of Honor

The highest military decoration awarded by the U.S. government. The Medal of Honor is bestowed by the president on behalf of the Congress upon members of the U.S. armed forces. The Medal of Honor originated during the Civil War, first with the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Marine Corps (December 21, 1861) and then the U.S. Army (July 12, 1862). The original intent was to make it a temporary award for Union combatants; however, Congress made the decoration permanent in March 1863. Since its establishment, more than 3,400 men and one woman have received the award.

On December 9, 1861, Iowa senator James W. Grimes introduced a Senate resolution that proposed authorizing the production and distribution of medals to increase the effectiveness of the U.S. Navy and to recognize enlisted personnel who performed heroic action in combat (officers were rewarded with brevet promotions). On December 21, 1861, the bill was passed by Congress and sent to President Lincoln for his signature. The production of 200 medals commenced immediately. On February 17, 1862, Massachusetts senator Henry Wilson introduced a similar bill to honor U.S. Army enlisted personnel, and the president signed it into law on July 12, 1862. On March 3, 1863, the award was extended to include army officers. The navy, however, maintained the award exclusively for enlisted personnel.

The first act to be recognized with the Medal of Honor (either navy or army) occurred on February 16, 1861, when U.S. Army assistant surgeon Bernard J. D. Irwin rescued 60 soldiers at Apache Pass in the Arizona Territory. The medal was not awarded until 1894, however. The first contemporary awarding of the Medal of Honor was made on March 25, 1863, to Union Army private Jacob Parrot for gallantry during Andrews’ Raid (April 12, 1862) in northern Georgia. Five other Union soldiers received Medals of Honor for action during the raid as well. Lieutenant Tom Custer, brother of Brigadier General George A. Custer, was awarded two medals during the course of the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). Eventually, 1,522 medals were issued for actions during the Civil War. The single female to have received the Medal of Honor was Union surgeon Mary E. Walker during the Civil War. This particular medal was rescinded in 1917 with other noncombat awards. Walker refused to return the medal to the War Department, however, and wore the decoration for the rest of her life. President Jimmy Carter restored the award in 1977.

The Civil War–era medals were designed by silversmiths William Wilson and Son of Philadelphia who worked under the supervision of James Pollock, the director of the U.S. Mint. On the front of the medal, the “foul spirit of secession and rebellion” was depicted by a man holding serpents attacking a female figure (the Union). The back of the medal was left blank so that the recipient’s name could be engraved.

JAMES BRIAN MCNABB
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Medical Department, Confederate

Government agency responsible for providing medical services to Confederate military forces during the Civil War. Organizing and operating the Medical Department was an especially daunting task because the Confederacy lacked sufficient numbers of doctors and hospitals and amounts of medicine and medical supplies for a long war.

Surgeon General Samuel P. Moore modeled the Confederate Medical Department on its Union counterpart, although his government allocated only $50,000 for hospital construction and supply. As a result, Moore’s administrative staff in Richmond was relatively small, although it oversaw an extensive field network. Three categories of Confederate military medical personnel directly treated patients. Surgeons and assistant surgeons were military officers and qualified physicians. They served as doctors and staff officers in units and at hospitals. Stewards were enlisted soldiers who performed nursing and administrative services for the army. The Confederacy also had a support force of medical purveyors and storekeepers including pharmacists, who specialized in buying or making medicines, and medical inspectors, who reported to the surgeon general on the efficiency of the system. Qualified medical personnel were always in short supply, although, as with the Union Army, the Confederate Medical Department used short-term volunteers to supplement the regular military personnel.

The Medical Department provided medical services in three types of hospitals. The largest, called general hospitals, were permanent facilities located in buildings in major cities in the South. Smaller than general hospitals and less permanent were depot hospitals. These were located in combinations of tents and temporarily commandeered buildings at the major Confederate supply depots (hence the name). The third category of hospital was the field hospital, which directly supported the fighting units and were the nearest to the front lines. At the beginning of the war, the law only assigned medical personnel to the regiments, so field hospitals started as regimental hospitals. However, regimental hospitals were too small to be efficient. The field hospitals gradually consolidated into informal brigade, division, and even corps hospitals.

Evacuation of wounded soldiers from the battlefield to hospitals was haphazard at best. Confederate president Jefferson Davis vetoed the bill that would have established an ambulance corps of specially trained and equipped soldiers to move the wounded, so the Southern armies made do with informal ambulance arrangements.

The Confederate Medical Department suffered under a significant disability in that there was no major producer of pharmaceuticals in the South, so the surgeons were forced to rely on prewar stockpiles, drugs that could be imported through the Union blockade from Europe, and herbals harvested from local sources. A significant exception was the anesthetic chloral hydrate, which could be distilled from chloride of lime and alcohol and was more widely used by the Southerners than by their Northern counterparts, especially early in the war. Ether was also used by both sides, and by war’s end each side had carried out approximately 80,000 operations under anesthesia.

Southern military surgeons labored under other significant disadvantages. The Confederacy did not have a unified civilian support agency such as the U.S. Sanitary Commission to help the Medical Department. Although state and local aid societies provided important assistance, the effort was never coordinated. In a similar vein, the Richmond Ambulance Company, a civilian volunteer organization, participated in all the major eastern campaigns, but there was no similar organization in the western theater.

Because the Confederacy had no formal system of medical record keeping analogous to that created by U.S. surgeon general William Hammond and because most Confederate military medical records were burned in Richmond at the end of the war, statistics are incomplete. It is estimated that the Confederacy lost about 94,000 men in battle and 164,000 to disease of the approximately 1.3 million who served, compared to 138,154 who died in battle and 224,586 who died of disease of the 2,893,304 who served in the Union Army.
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Medical Department, U.S.

Military agency responsible for providing medical services to the armies of the United States. The U.S. Army Medical Department was entirely unprepared for the Civil War. In April 1861 there were only 115 doctors in the Medical Department, including 1 surgeon general, 30 surgeons, and 84 assistant surgeons. Eight surgeons and 29 assistant surgeons left the army when the Southern states seceded. The head of the Medical Department was the conservative 72-year-old Surgeon General Thomas Lawson. After his death in May 1861, he was succeeded by the equally conservative Dr. Clement Finley.

The small tradition-bound medical bureau fared poorly at the outset of the conflict. There were no plans in place for supply and evacuation on the scale produced by the war, nor were there plans for a hospital system to care for the mass of sick and wounded. Recognizing the seriousness of the situation, a minister and three physicians (Henry Bellows, W. H. Van Buren, Elisha Harris, and Jacob Hansen), representing a variety of charitable and religious organizations, created the U.S. Sanitary Commission, modeled after the similarly named British group. The commission successfully lobbied Congress for official status and, under Executive Secretary Frederick Law Olmsted, began furnishing food, clothing, and medical supplies to the Union troops and also, over widespread objections from the medical corps, began supervising camp sanitation. The latter was especially important, since measles and dysentery had become rife among groups of previously unexposed young men thrown into close quarters.

During the Thirty-seventh Congress (1861–1863), Senator Henry Wilson of Massachusetts introduced a bill proposing a complete reorganization of the Medical Department; this went into effect on April 16, 1862. At the urging of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, Secretary of War Edwin Stanton removed Finley from his post and on April 25, 1862, appointed in his stead the 33-year-old William A. Hammond as surgeon general.

The Medical Department now underwent a vigorous reorganization. Its structure was modified, and new positions were created: the surgeon general enjoyed the rank and pay of a brigadier general, and the assistant surgeon general, inspector general of hospitals, and eight at-large medical inspectors had the same privileges and pay as cavalry colonels. Improvements included the creation of a corps of medical cadets to assist in hospitals and as ambulance attendants and the employment of female nurses in general hospitals. Physicians were organized into seven categories: surgeons and assistant surgeons of the regular army; surgeons and assistant surgeons of U.S. Volunteers; regimental surgeons and assistant surgeons commissioned by state governors; acting assistant surgeons, U.S. Army (civilian physicians employed by the Union Army as part-time or full-time surgeons under contract); medical officers of the Veterans Corps; acting staff surgeons; and surgeons and assistant surgeons of the U.S. Colored Troops. Each regiment was authorized a surgeon and two assistant surgeons, and individual armies had brigade, division, corps, and army medical directors who were responsible for supervising the medical officers of that particular army unit.

Large general hospitals were established for the overflow of patients from post and regimental hospitals. These had one surgeon in charge of administrative matters, another in charge of hospital staff, and assistant surgeons and medical cadets responsible for one to two wards of 70 to 100 patients each. The hospitals also had a chaplain in addition to hospital stewards, who supervised clothing, hygiene, cooking, and the dispensing of medicines. Convalescent soldiers were responsible for nursing and cleaning each individual ward. Larger hospitals also had blacksmiths, attendants for the dead, washerwomen, and female nurses. Also, the Medical Department constructed laboratories to formulate and compound medicines and employed medical purveyors to distribute medicines and hospital supplies. Between 1861 and 1865, the Union constructed 204 hospitals with an aggregate capacity of 137,000 beds, an impressive feat by any measure.

In early 1863, Dr. Hammond appointed Jonathan Letterman to succeed Charles Tripler as medical director of the Army of the Potomac. Together they created a new ambulance and field relief system, and control of the ambulance system was moved from the Quartermaster Department to the Medical Department. In late 1863, Congress implemented the Letterman system throughout the Union Army.

From the beginning, field hospitals were most often in walled tents that could hold up to 20 patients or strung together to hold twice that many. The earliest general hospitals were in whatever large buildings could be commandeered—hotels, large houses, and warehouses being common solutions—and were under regimental control. Their inefficiency and poor sanitation led to them being replaced by pavilion hospitals under the medical corps, especially after the numbers of sick and wounded went up in 1862. By 1863, the U.S. Army Medical Corps had 151 hospitals and 58,716 beds, mostly well ventilated and at least marginally clean. In 1864 Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant authorized a 6,000-bed hospital at City Point, Virginia, that ultimately expanded to 10,000 beds and had 18 trains continuously running between it and the front near Petersburg. The Union also created specialized hospitals for particular injuries and illnesses, such as Turner’s Lane General Hospital in Philadelphia for nervous and neurologic problems, the DesMarres Hospital in Chicago for wounds and diseases of the eye, a hospital in Nashville for erysipelas, and another in New York City for treatment of the severely mutilated.
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Medicine

The Civil War in many ways represented an inflection point in the history of military medicine. Anesthesia, which had been used sparingly in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and more widely in the Crimean War (1853–1856), became standard in the Civil War, although the potential benefits were tempered by the fact that Lord Joseph Lister would not apply emerging knowledge of bacterial infection and its control with antiseptics until the year after the war ended. Faster-firing and more accurate small arms and improved artillery resulted in unprecedented numbers of casualties. Losses from infectious diseases precipitated by large numbers of men living in crowded and unsanitary conditions exceeded battlefield casualties.

American medicine was beginning to question so-called heroic practices such as purging, bleeding, and the liberal use of mercury and arsenic, but the majority of practitioners had yet to admit that their standard remedies were actively harmful. Most physicians thought that sanitation was important, but because microorganisms as a source of disease were as yet unknown, it was with the mistaken rationale that bad air (miasma) was responsible for most illnesses. In the end, the major of military medical advances of the war, rather than being clinical, were in organizing transportation and care for mass casualties.

When the war began, the U.S. Army had only 16,000 troops and 114 physicians, almost all of whom were tied to specific regiments. After secession, 8 of the surgeons and 29 assistant surgeons resigned and joined the Confederacy. The Union Army grew to 109,000 men in the first four months of the war, and the Confederacy experienced a similar expansion. Most of the new volunteers joined geographically based regiments of around 1,200 men. The regimental commander was responsible for picking his own surgeon and assistant and was assigned a steward (usually a noncommissioned officer) and 10 or 12 aides who were most often either members of the regimental band or physically unfit for combat. The physicians were generally from the regiment’s home area. Although the local physicians had widely variable training and ability and almost never had experience treating major injuries, it was considered important for the new soldiers to be cared for by people they knew and trusted, a decision that had a generally detrimental effect on the quality of care.

In the war’s first few battles, each regimental surgeon set up his own aid station in whatever protected area he could find within a few hundred yards of the front line and raised a red flag so the wounded or those tasked to carry them could find him. Although there were often better-protected and better-supplied hospitals farther to the rear, the regimental surgeons were reluctant to release their wounded, and the men were reluctant to leave their friends. As a result, distribution of the wounded was erratic, leaving some aid stations overwhelmed with casualties while others lay idle.

In the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), the Union Army suffered 2,708 casualties. Appointed stretcher bearers fled, leaving the wounded abandoned on the field for days. Those who remained ambulatory and who were lucky enough not to be taken prisoner and shipped to Richmond were forced to walk the 27 miles back to Washington before they could be treated. Those who made it to an aid station might have bullets removed, their skulls opened, or limbs amputated by men who had never seen or done such operations.

When the war commenced, Union surgeon general Thomas Lawson was 72 years old and had neither the energy nor the ability to manage the demands on the medical corps. He was replaced by Clement A. Finley shortly after Fort Sumter’s surrender, but Finley was 64 years old and, in spite of his 40-year army career, had no experience appropriate to his new job.

Recognizing the seriousness of the situation, a minister (Henry Bellows) and three physicians (W. H. Van Buren, Elisha Harris, and Jacob Hansen) representing a variety of charitable and religious organizations created the U.S. Sanitary Commission, modeled after the similarly named British group. The commission successfully lobbied Congress for official status and, under Executive Secretary Frederick Law Olmsted, began furnishing food, clothing, and medical supplies to the Union troops and, over widespread objections from the medical corps, began supervising camp sanitation. The latter was especially important, since typhoid, measles, and dysentery had become rife among groups of previously unexposed young men thrown into close quarters.

Common Diseases during the American Civil War
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The commissioners also recognized Finley’s shortcomings and pressed to have him replaced. In January 1862, 34-year-old William A. Hammond was named surgeon general. He cooperated in the commission efforts to sanitize camps, replaced the least qualified of his regimental surgeons, and removed some of the most dangerous drugs from the formulary. He went on to establish an army medical school, built a general hospital in Washington using the new pavilion design, created an army pathological museum that resulted in the monumental Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion, and established a central laboratory for the army.

Perhaps Hammond’s greatest contribution was in improved transportation of the wounded. He insisted that ambulance transport be removed from line command and placed under the medical corps with designated bearers and drivers. Charles Tripler had been surgeon to the Army of the Potomac but was unable to cope with the flood of injured and the explosion of disease in the malarial swamps of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Hammond replaced him with Jonathan Letterman in July 1862. Letterman discarded Tripler’s unwieldy 10-person ambulances in favor of smaller and better-suspended wagons. In addition, Letterman demanded and received 1 ambulance for every 150 soldiers and an additional 2 supply wagons for each regiment’s medical supplies. He organized evacuation of the wounded so well that at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), his stretcher bearers and ambulances had all of the 9,420 Union wounded off the field before the day ended.

As a result of his challenges to the regimental medical system, his removal of treasured drugs from the formulary, his relative youth, and his frequent arguments with Secretary of War Simon Cameron, Hammond’s career was in jeopardy. He was relieved as surgeon general and then, at his own insistence, was court-martialed. He was relieved of duty in August 1864, and Letterman resigned shortly thereafter.

The Confederacy had a similarly talented surgeon general in Samuel Preston Moore. In spite of the fact that his government only allocated $50,000 for hospital construction and the additional liability of being chronically short of drugs and supplies, Moore created a creditable hospital system, devised ingenious substitutes for missing materials, and maintained a surprisingly high level of practice throughout the war.

From the beginning, field hospitals were most often in walled tents that could hold up to 20 patients or be strung together to hold twice that many. The earliest general hospitals were in whatever large buildings could be commandeered—hotels, houses, and warehouses being common solutions—and were under regimental control. Their inefficiency and poor sanitation led to them being replaced in the Union Army by pavilion hospitals under the medical corps, especially after the numbers of sick and wounded went up in 1862.

By 1863, the U.S. Army Medical Corps had 151 hospitals and 58,716 beds, mostly well ventilated and at least marginally clean. In 1864 Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant authorized a 6,000-bed hospital at City Point, Virginia, that ultimately expanded to 10,000 beds and had 18 trains continuously running between it and the front near Petersburg. The Union also created specialized hospitals for particular injuries and illnesses, including Turner’s Lane General Hospital in Philadelphia for nervous and neurologic problems, the DesMarres Hospital in Chicago for wounds and diseases of the eye, a hospital in Nashville for erysipelas, and another in New York City for the treatment of the severely mutilated. The Confederates also built a number of hospitals, although, with the exception of a few large facilities such as Chimborazo and Winder in Richmond, they tended to be dedicated to soldiers of particular states rather than to the army as a whole.
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Ambulance drill at the Army of the Potomac headquarters near Brandy Station, Virginia, in March 1864. U.S. Army surgeon Major Jonathan Letterman established the first ambulance corps in 1862. (Library of Congress)

Throughout the war, most nursing care was done by men, but particularly on the Union side there were notable experiments with female nurses beginning with Dorothea Dix, who was appointed the first superintendent of female nurses for the army, and including such women as Louisa May Alcott and Clara Barton. By the war’s end, 3,200 women had served as Union Army nurses. After 1862, Confederate hospitals were assigned matrons responsible for “the domestic economy” of the institutions and for supervising the male nurses and African Americans assigned to ward duty, but the South never matched the Union in its use of women caregivers.

The major advance in surgical care was the general use of anesthesia, although chloroform was not universally accepted when the war started. Confederate John Chisolm’s Manual of Military Surgery stated that “We do not hesitate to say, that it should be given to every patient requiring a serious or painful operation.” On the other hand, Samuel Gross’s similar volume for the Union surgeons recommended against its use in the severely wounded, lest it exacerbate vascular collapse. Perhaps Southern surgeons had better luck because they routinely preceded anesthesia with a healthy dose of brandy.

The gas could be prepared by distilling chloride of lime with alcohol in a copper still and was usually administered by soaking a sponge and placing it over a folded cloth cone covering the face. Depth of anesthesia was gauged by the noise and depth of breathing. If anesthesia was too deep, the patient was revived with fresh air, cold water on the face, or cold water enemas. Ether was used occasionally and was generally safer but harder to administer because of associated vomiting and a feeling of suffocation. In the end, about 80,000 operations were done under anesthesia by each side.

About 94 percent of Civil War wounds were caused by bullets, as compared to World War I in which 75 percent were caused by either shrapnel or artillery. The minié ball’s butt expanded in a rifle barrel, imparting a spin that gave the bullet a relatively long range for a heavy projectile. The balls tended to cause large tracks and carried a high risk of vascular injury. Injuries to the head, chest, and abdomen were associated with a universally high mortality. Wounds requiring trephine (opening the skull) had a 61 percent death rate, those penetrating the chest had a 62 percent death rate, and those penetrating the abdomen had an 87 percent death rate. Although 70 percent of projectile wounds involved the arms or legs, extremity injuries that involved a joint, caused a compound fracture, removed chunks of bone, or became infected often required amputation, and Philadelphia surgeon William Williams Keen said that it was seven times safer to have fought at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) than to have undergone a field amputation.

Even with those gruesome statistics, disease was a greater threat than battle injury on both sides. Early in the war, infections from putting nonimmune young men together—such as measles, tonsillar abscesses, and upper respiratory infections—were common. As conditions in camps deteriorated, sanitary shortcomings led to dysentery, typhoid, lice-borne typhus, erysipelas, and scabies. Venereal disease was a problem throughout the war, as was malaria.

Because of Hammond’s insistence on meticulous record keeping, accurate mortality and morbidity numbers for the Union Army are available. Because the South had no such system and because most Confederate military medical records were burned in Richmond near the war’s end, numbers for that army are approximate. The Union lost 138,154 men in battle and 224,586 to disease of 2,893,304 who served. The Confederacy lost about 94,000 in battle and 164,000 to disease of approximately 1.3 million who served.

JACK MCCALLUM
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Medill, Joseph

Birth Date: April 6, 1823

Death Date: March 16, 1899

Prominent journalist and Republican Party supporter. Joseph Medill was born on April 6, 1823, in St. John, New Brunswick, Canada. Medill began his newspaper and publishing career in Ohio, where he established a newspaper in Cleveland. In 1854 he was asked by one of the owners of the Chicago Tribune to become the paper’s managing editor. Encouraged by newspaper magnate Horace Greeley, in 1855 Medill began managing the newspaper as a part owner.

Medill was also deeply involved in politics at both the local and national levels and indeed was one of the founders of the Republican Party, formally organized in 1854. He became an adherent of abolitionism, a stance he promoted through the Tribune. He also opposed the opening of territory in the West to slave interests; instead, he argued that western lands should be open to any U.S. citizen, free from the stain of slavery. Medill was an early supporter of Abraham Lincoln and played a key role in helping Lincoln to secure the Republican Party’s presidential nomination in 1860. Medill wielded wide influence at the nominating convention, which was held in Chicago. He used both his newspaper and his personal political clout to secure support for Lincoln among key party politicians. During the Civil War, the Tribune was unfailingly pro-Union and pro-Lincoln. Under Medill, the Tribune went from a small frontier newspaper to one of the nation’s top dailies.

Beginning in 1864, Medill turned over day-to-day management of the Tribune to Horace White so he could concentrate more of his efforts on the political and editorial realms. Ten years later after a falling-out with White, Medill reclaimed the title “editor in chief,” which he held until his death.

In 1871 in the immediate aftermath of the Great Chicago Fire, Medill was elected mayor of the city, serving a two-year term. His tenure was considered a success, as he helped in the rebuilding of the city, the reforming of the fire and police departments, and the establishment of Chicago’s first municipal library. Medill remained a Republican king maker, and the Chicago Tribune would continue its strong pro-Republican support throughout much of the 20th century. Medill died on March 16, 1899, in Chicago.
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Meigs, John Rodgers

Birth Date: February 9, 1842

Death Date: October 3, 1864

Union officer whose controversial death in 1864 became a cause célèbre in the North. John Rodgers Meigs was born on February 9, 1842, in Washington, D.C., to a family with a distinguished military background. His father was U.S. Army quartermaster general Montgomery C. Meigs, and his grandfather was Commodore John Rodgers of War of 1812 fame. In 1859 John Meigs gained an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, but took a brief leave of absence to serve as an aide during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). He returned to his studies soon thereafter and graduated first in his class in 1863. He was commissioned a first lieutenant of engineers.

Meigs saw action at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and in the pursuit of Confederate forces afterward. He then became a staff officer for Brigadier General Benjamin F. Kelley and fought at the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864). He subsequently participated in Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). In August 1864, Meigs was appointed Sheridan’s chief engineer. Following the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864) and the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864), he was brevetted major.

On October 2, 1864, Meigs received a surveying assignment and departed along with three enlisted men on October 3. When the task was finished, he and the three soldiers began riding back to their camp. While on the Swift Run Gap Road that same afternoon, Meigs spotted three Confederate cavalrymen and, as he attempted to overtake them, was shot and killed. The circumstances of the shooting were unclear, but one of the enlisted men testified that Meigs had been shot in the back and had been given no opportunity to defend himself. General Sheridan believed that Meigs had fallen victim to Confederate partisans. Incensed, Sheridan ordered the village of Dayton, Virginia, in the central Shenandoah Valley burned to the ground in retaliation. He also ordered all homes and buildings destroyed within a five-mile radius of Dayton.

Although Dayton was ultimately spared, numerous surrounding homes were indeed burned. Sheridan apparently had second thoughts about such wholesale destruction when one of the other enlisted men who had been with Meigs could not corroborate the story of Meigs’s shooting. Nevertheless, Meigs’s father believed that his son’s death had been a premeditated murder and offered a $1,000 reward for the apprehension of his son’s killer. After the war, the three Confederates whom Meigs had encountered that day swore that the fight had been fair and that Meigs was amply warned of their intentions. In 1914 an article in the Confederate Veteran magazine carefully reconstructed the events surrounding Meigs’s death and concluded that nothing untoward had happened when he was shot and killed. One of thousands of numerous such incidents during the war, this event became infamous because of the victim’s familial ceelebrity and social standing.
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Meigs, Montgomery Cunningham

Birth Date: May 3, 1816

Death Date: January 2, 1892

Union officer. Born in Augusta, Georgia, on May 3, 1816, Montgomery Cunningham Meigs graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1836 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of artillery but soon transferred to the engineers. Meigs then distinguished himself in a variety of engineering assignments, including Fort Wayne, Indiana, and Lake Champlain, New York, as well as work on the Atlantic coastal defenses. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1838 and to captain in 1853, he was appointed chief engineer of the Washington Aqueduct Project. Between 1853 and 1859, he was responsible for building new wings and the dome for the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. In 1860, however, Meigs ran afoul of Secretary of War James B. Floyd in a dispute over contracts and was reassigned to Fort Jefferson on Garden Key in the Dry Tortugas, off Florida’s coast. Meigs’s exile proved short-lived, and in February 1861 he was back in the capital to resume his engineering endeavors.
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Major General Montgomery C. Meigs was the quartermaster general of the Union Army during the Civil War. He transformed a small, disorganized bureau into a smoothly functioning agency providing for the needs of a million men and thus played a significant role in the Union victory. (North Wind Picture Archives)

With the start of the Civil War, Meigs conferred with President Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of State William H. Seward about relieving Fort Pickens in Florida and subsequently accompanied U.S. Navy lieutenant David D. Porter on a successful expedition for that purpose. Promoted directly to colonel, commanding the 11th U.S. Infantry Regiment, Meigs gave up a field command in May 1861 to succeed Brigadier General Joseph E. Johnston, who joined the Confederates, as quartermaster general of the army, with the rank of brigadier general.

Although never trained as a logistician, Meigs was destined to make a significant contribution to the Union war effort. He inherited a small disorganized department that was totally inadequate for the purposes at hand. Meigs quickly transformed it into a smoothly functioning bureau that supplied the needs of nearly a million soldiers. He was responsible for the acquisition and distribution of food, clothing, and equipment to the Union armies in the field. He also oversaw the transportation of these articles to the front. The procurement process was notoriously corrupt, but Meigs attacked it with scrupulous honesty. Ultimately he dispensed more than $1.5 billion of goods by war’s end. No Union army was ever defeated for want of supplies. For his service, Meigs was brevetted major general in July 1864.

Tragedy intervened in October 1864 when Meigs’s son, Brevet Major John Rodgers Meigs, was killed, allegedly murdered by Confederate partisans in the Shenandoah Valley. This act so incensed his commanding officer, Major General Philip H. Sheridan, that he burned all farms and houses within a five-mile radius of the attack. Meigs’s grief only spurred him on to greater efforts.

After the war, Meigs continued on as quartermaster general in Washington, D.C., where he supervised plans for a new War Department building and parts of the Smithsonian Institution. He also traveled to Europe to observe military affairs and in 1876 served on a commission considering military reforms. Following his retirement in February 1882, Meigs secured appointment as architect of the new Pension Office Building but also found time to serve as a Smithsonian regent, join the prestigious American Philosophical Society, and help found the American Academy of Science. Meigs, one of the most effective military administrators in American history, died in Washington, D.C., on January 2, 1892.
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Melville, Herman

Birth Date: August 1, 1819

Death Date: September 28, 1891

American writer. Herman Melville was born on August 1, 1819, in New York City. In his youth he contracted scarlet fever, which affected his eyesight for the rest of his life. In 1835 Melville’s family moved to Albany, New York, after his father’s business went bankrupt. In 1841 Melville joined the crew of the whaler Acushnet for an 18-month journey to the South Pacific. His experiences on the ship as well as his time spent living in the South Pacific was the foundation of several of his novels. Although his early novels were popular, Moby-Dick, which the author dedicated to his friend the writer Nathaniel Hawthorne, was unpopular with 19th-century readers. Indeed, the novel did not become popular and widely read until the 1920s. Today Moby-Dick is considered one of the greatest novels in the English language and the epitome of American Romanticism.

In 1866 Melville published Battle-Pieces and Aspects of the War, a collection of more than 70 Civil War poems that depict the horror and waste of war. The collection provides the reader with an invaluable insight into the Civil War. In the poems, Melville pondered the impact that the Civil War would have on the future of the United States and lamented the loss of so many lives between 1861 and 1865. The poems urged Americans to put aside their sectional differences and work toward national reconciliation. Nevertheless, the book was unpopular with readers and was dismissed by critics at the time. Unlike Moby-Dick, Battle-Pieces and Aspects of the War has never won widespread critical or popular appeal.

From 1867 to 1886 Melville, ignored by readers and publishers alike, worked as a customs inspector in New York City. Melville died there on September 28, 1891.
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Memminger, Christopher Gustavus

Birth Date: January 9, 1803

Death Date: March 7, 1888

Confederate secretary of the treasury. Christopher Gustavus Memminger was born on January 9, 1803, in the German Duchy of Württemberg. He immigrated as a child with his mother to the United States, settling in Charleston, South Carolina, but was orphaned shortly thereafter. Taken in by wealthy Charlestonian Thomas Bennett, Memminger received a sound education and graduated from South Carolina College at age 16. He passed the bar in 1825 and opened a successful law practice. A conservative Democrat who did not support secession early on, he served in the state legislature (1834–1852 and 1854–1860). There he gained valuable experience as chairman of the Committee on Finance.

After Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860, Memminger embraced secession, believing it to be the South’s only alternative to continued subservience to the North. On February 21, 1861, Confederate president Jefferson Davis appointed Memminger secretary of the treasury. From the outset, Memminger faced massive hurdles. Financing the war was made nearly impossible because the Confederacy was unable to attract many foreign investors and because the strong states’ rights representation in Congress meant that the individual states were loath to entrust large sums of money to the central government. Memminger was subjected to vitriolic tirades from his detractors and was frequently pilloried in the press.

Despite these severe constraints, Memminger did what he could, trying to establish credit, holding down inflation, and stabilizing the precarious economy. The increasingly effective Union blockade severely curtailed trade, which meant that Confederate customs officials could collect virtually no money in the form of tariffs, the chief source of government income at the time. Nor could Memminger count on internal taxes, as the Confederate Congress was reluctant to raise them. This left him with an economy that continued to deteriorate while he tried in vain to establish credit and raise revenue.

Completely frustrated with these many restraints and disgusted by his harsh treatment in the press, Memminger resigned on July 18, 1864. He returned to South Carolina, reestablished his legal practice, and later became a strong advocate of public education for both white and black children. Memminger died on March 7, 1888, at Flat Rock, North Carolina.
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Memorial Day

National day of remembrance for soldiers who have died while in service to the country. Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration Day and first emerged in 1866, when Northerners began to formally memorialize the graves of Union soldiers killed in the Civil War. The term “Memorial Day” was first used in 1882. After World War I (1914–1918), the day was extended to recognize all soldiers who had died in all wars, including Confederates. In 1967 the federal government gave the day official recognition, turning it into a holiday observed by all federal agencies as well as most state governments, banks, and other institutions. The following year, Congress stipulated that Memorial Day would always fall on the last Monday in May. Prior to that, the official date had been May 30.

As early as 1862, Northerners had begun to decorate the graves of soldiers who had died during the Civil War. This was the origin of the term “Decoration Day.” The first official day of remembrance and decoration occurred in Waterloo, New York, on May 5, 1866. Two years later, the Grand Army of the Republic made Decoration Day a nationally recognized day of remembrance, to be celebrated on May 30 of each year. The date was chosen largely because no significant battles had occurred on that day. Over the next several decades many states and localities adopted the practice, using May 30 as the day of observation. In 1868 a massive Decoration Day commemoration took place at the Gettysburg battlefield to remember that bloody engagement’s fifth anniversary. Later Arlington National Cemetery began holding commemorative ceremonies each May 30. In the South, which tended to observe its own commemorations of its war dead, a uniformly recognized memorial day did not begin until the early 20th century, and most states in the South did not recognize May 30 until after World War I.
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Memorials, Confederate

Means of commemorating or preserving the memory of a person or event and often applied to an object or a ceremony. More than 625,000 soldiers died of all causes during the Civil War, approximately 60 percent of these from the Union side and 40 percent from the Confederate side. Memorials paid tribute to these dead and to those who were still living, to the battles and leaders, to the ideals of the participants in the war, and to those of succeeding generations who grappled with its consequences.

Memorials assumed a wide variety of forms after the Civil War, including sermons and speeches, popular songs, folklore, literature, memoirs, genealogies, reenactments and tableaux vivants, parades and processions, public ceremonies and commemorative rituals, legislation, scholarships, advertising, movies, souvenirs, visual art, architecture, cemeteries, physical landscapes (such as battlefields), and both private and public monuments.

In the South, Ladies Memorial Associations (LMAs) evolved out of soldiers’ aid societies that had often cared for and decorated the graves of the dead during the war. The LMAs were overwhelmingly from the upper class and were closely involved with the Confederate cause. Their activities included the sponsorship of memorial events and the building of Confederate cemeteries and monuments. Most of the LMAs disbanded by the 1890s, and chapters of the United Daughters of the Confederacy often took over their memorial projects.

In the decade following the war, the LMA concentrated on transferring bodies from battlefields, makeshift burial sites, and federal cemeteries to new Confederate cemeteries and newly enlarged town cemeteries and on making permanent grave-site markers. The few sculptural monuments erected during the 1860s and early 1870s were generally obelisks placed in cemeteries. By the 1890s, the favored locations for monuments were no longer the semipublic realm of cemeteries but rather civic spaces in squares and parks. The great age of Civil War monument building occurred during 1905–1912, thanks to improved financial conditions and the realization that the generation of the 1860s was rapidly dying out.

One of the first significant monuments to a Confederate hero honored Lieutenant General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. Sent by a group of English citizens to Richmond, Virginia, and placed in Capitol Square, it was unveiled on October 26, 1875, with 50,000 people in attendance. Richmond’s Monument Avenue has one of the grandest displays of large-scale sculptures dedicated to heroes of the Confederacy, which were built during the 1880s–1920s. The avenue’s first monument, the equestrian statue of General Robert E. Lee by French sculptor Marius-Jean-Antonin Mercié, was unveiled on May 29, 1890, before a crowd of 100,000–150,000 people. Other monuments on the avenue commemorate various other high-profile military leaders as well as Confederate president Jefferson Davis. Also in Richmond is the Confederate Memorial Institute, more commonly known as the Battle Abbey of the South, a shrine to the Confederate dead and a repository for records of the Confederacy. Another famous Confederate shrine is Washington and Lee University’s Lee Chapel in Lexington, Virginia, with Richmond sculptor Edward V. Valentine’s marble statue of a recumbent Robert E. Lee. Also in Lexington is a sculpture of Jackson in the Stonewall Jackson Memorial Cemetery, where he is buried. Lexington, as the burial site for these two Confederate generals, is itself sometimes called the “Shrine of the South.”
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The Confederate Memorial at Stone Mountain, Georgia. The largest bas relief sculpture in the world, it depicts President Jefferson Davis and Generals Robert E. Lee and Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson (and their favorite horses). The carved surface measures 90 by 190 feet in size and towers 400 feet above the ground. The memorial was begun but then abandoned by sculptor Gutzon Borglum, who also began the memorial to American presidents at Mount Rushmore. (PhotoDisc/Getty Images)

In capital cities and tiny towns spanning the South, in border states, and in areas with Confederate affiliations, monuments were commissioned to honor various military leaders and prominent citizens. Even more prevalent were mail-ordered statues dedicated to the common soldier. Sculptures of soldiers shown at parade rest on columns or pediments were often the only public monuments in small towns. These stock statues were commonly marble or zinc and could be adapted for the audience by specifying clothing and insignia as well as symbolic imagery such as the letters “CSA,” the Confederate flag, cannonballs, crossed swords, reliefs of Lee or Jackson, and stock or custom inscriptions.

Perhaps the monument most closely associated with the reconciliation of the North and South is the Confederate Memorial at Arlington National Cemetery. Essentially a Union cemetery until 1900, Arlington was allowed to honor Confederate dead by an act of Congress that led to the erection of this memorial on land surrounding General Lee’s former home. The sculptor Moses Ezekiel, himself a Confederate veteran, designed the memorial to symbolize peace for the living and honor for the dead; it was unveiled on June 4, 1914, on Jefferson Davis’s birthday.

Between 1912 and 1926, veterans groups initiated the erection of monuments honoring Confederate womanhood. Although the goal was for each state that seceded to raise one, only seven were built. Typically, the women are shown being crowned with laurels in recognition of their sacrifices, bidding their war-bound sons or husbands farewell, ministering to fallen soldiers, or, as middle-aged women, reading the history of the war to a child.

Monuments to African Americans’ role in the war are relatively rare, and the majority of those have been erected since the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s. Most recognition of African Americans in the years immediately after the war appear on tombstones in the form of eulogies to the faithful servant.

The unveiling of monuments often became more significant than Memorial Day, although it was often done on this or other historically significant days. Rituals usually included elaborate ceremonies with parades, speeches, and the formal unveiling of the monument by a child to show the link from the past to the present. Through memorial observances and monuments, which were among the cultural expressions engaged in helping define the meaning of the Lost Cause, the LMAs played an important role in celebrating the brave men who fought.
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Memorials, U.S.

Means of commemorating or preserving the memory of a person or event and often applied to an object or a ceremony. More than 625,000 soldiers died during the Civil War, about 60 percent from Union forces and 40 percent from Confederate forces. Of the 180,000 African Americans serving in the Union Army and the Union Navy, 20 percent died. Memorials paid tribute to the dead and to those who survived, to the ideals of the participants in the war, and to those of succeeding generations who grappled with its consequences.

Memorials assumed a wide variety of forms after the Civil War, including sermons and speeches, popular songs, folklore, literature, memoirs, genealogies, reenactments and tableaux vivants, parades and processions, public ceremonies and commemorative rituals, legislation, scholarships, advertising, movies, souvenirs, visual art, architecture, cemeteries, physical landscapes (such as battlefields), and both private and public monuments.

To address the immediate memorial needs of burying the Union dead and recording the grave sites, a National Cemetery system with 73 different sites was instituted between 1861 and 1870. Generally near battlefields, Union and Confederate cemeteries were separate but were often within 10 miles of each other. In some cases, such as that of the 1866 Memorial to the Civil War Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery, it is quite likely that Confederates were among the 2,111 soldiers from the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) who were interred at the memorial.

By the end of 1863, land was purchased at Gettysburg for a Union cemetery, which eventually became part of the Gettysburg Battlefield Memorial Association. The first monument, a white memorial urn, was placed on the site in 1867 to honor the 1st Minnesota Infantry during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). In the 1880s as the 25th anniversary of the battle approached, the construction of monuments accelerated, and more than 200 were eventually erected. When the battlefield became a National Military Park in 1895, Confederate monuments were also allowed. Today there are some 1,328 monuments, markers, and memorials at the site, making it one of the largest outdoor sculpture collections in the world.

The most prevalent type of monumental public sculpture in cities and rural areas in the North as well as in the South was the common soldier type. From the late 1860s onward these sculptures proliferated, and their popularity peaked during 1903–1914. Still others were unveiled during World War I. The lone infantryman, rifle upright, at parade rest, and raised on a column or pedestal, was often described as a particularly American type. The common soldier had no precedent in European sculpture and was a U.S. post–Civil War innovation. The solitary soldier was rarely shown in combat, but the few examples were generally placed in battlefields. It was also unusual to show soldiers with torn clothing, lost boots, or battle wounds. Typical of the statues, however, were facial features identified by both white and black audiences as white, complicating the question as to whether these monuments were inclusive or exclusive. One of the few black standing soldier monuments is located in Norfolk, Virginia. It was conceived in the 1880s as a monument to honor African American Civil War army and navy veterans, but by the time it was installed in 1920, it was also dedicated to those serving in the Spanish-American War and World War I.

The most famous monument acknowledging the contributions of black troops and also the first to show them in military uniform was Augustus Saint-Gaudens’s masterpiece, the bronze statue of Colonel Robert Gould Shaw and the 54th Regiment Memorial (constructed during 1884–1897) on Boston Common. Among the few early-20th-century memorials to black soldiers were those erected in Frankfort, Kentucky; Cleveland, Ohio; and Brooklyn, New York. The majority of monuments honoring African Americans have been erected since the civil rights era of the 1960s, including the Spirit of Freedom African American Civil War Memorial (constructed during 1992–1998) in Washington, D.C. Some of the more well-known images of blacks in memorial sculpture are not dedicated to African Americans but feature Abraham Lincoln with a kneeling freed slave, including Thomas Ball’s Freedmen’s Memorial to Abraham Lincoln in Washington, D.C. (1876), and his Emancipation Group in Boston (1879).

Few memorials are dedicated to women who served the Union. The U.S. Arsenal Monument (constructed ca. 1865) in a Washington, D.C., cemetery pays tribute to female workers killed in a munitions factory explosion. One of the more commonly recurring subjects in memorials is the female nurse. As women’s stories during the war are recovered, new memorials have been erected, including the 2002 Gettysburg Civil War Women’s Memorial, which takes as its theme the heroism of Elizabeth Thorn, who in her sixth month of pregnancy buried 91 soldiers.

Contributions of white men to the war effort, especially of great military and political leaders, were memorialized earlier and more often than those of women or blacks. Some of the most noteworthy artists in America were involved. Augustus Saint-Gaudens’s first significant commission was the Admiral David G. Farragut Memorial (constructed during 1876–1881), followed by the Shaw Memorial, the General John Logan Monument (constructed during 1894–1897), two statues of Lincoln, and Saint-Gaudens’s final Civil War memorial, the gilded General William Tecumseh Sherman Monument (constructed during 1892–1903) for the Grand Army Plaza located in Central Park, New York.

Two of the Union’s grandest memorials were reserved for General Ulysses S. Grant and President Abraham Lincoln. The General Grant National Memorial, Grant’s Tomb (constructed during 1891–1897), in Manhattan was funded by approximately 90,000 people from around the world who donated $600,000, the largest public fund-raising effort to date. It is still the largest mausoleum in North America. The Lincoln Memorial (constructed during 1914–1922) in Washington, D.C., was designed by the architect Henry Bacon. The building is highly symbolic; its style was influenced by the Greek Parthenon, and its materials were selected from states across the nation, symbolizing the importance that Lincoln placed on keeping the nation united. Daniel Chester French designed the 19-foot-high sculpture of the seated Lincoln, which faces the Capitol building of the United States.
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Memphis, Battle of

Event Date: June 6, 1862

Engagement during the Union conquest of the Mississippi River. In mid-May 1862, the U.S. Navy Mississippi Flotilla, commanded by Flag Officer Charles H. Davis, lay above Fort Pillow on the Mississippi River some 40 miles above Memphis, subjecting Confederate positions at Fort Pillow to a steady bombardment from mortar boats. Then during May 18–27 the seven steamers of Colonel Charles Ellet’s army-controlled Mississippi Ram Fleet arrived. These tall converted Ohio River steamers, conceived solely as rams with no ordnance, were the Union answer to the Confederate river rams, which had won the Battle of Plum Point Bend (May 10, 1862).

Ellet was keen for an immediate blow against the Confederate rams located below Fort Pillow. As Davis resisted this, Ellet laid plans to act alone. Davis questioned Ellet’s authority to do so, but Ellet answered with authorization from Secretary of War Edwin Stanton. Davis had planned his own attack on Fort Pillow, to take place on June 5 in concert with Union troops.
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Line engraving after a sketch by Alexander Simplot, published in Harper’s Weekly in 1862, depicting the close of the Battle of Memphis, June 6, 1862. The stern-wheeler steamer shown is either the Mingo or Lioness of the Union Ram Fleet. (Naval Heritage and History Command)

The Confederates preempted both Ellet and Davis. On May 29–30 Confederate general P. G. T. Beauregard, deciding to save his 50,000 men at Corinth, abandoned that railhead to Major General Henry W. Halleck’s 120,000-man army and retired to a new line along the Tuscumbia River in Alabama. This move left Fort Pillow outflanked and untenable, and on the night of June 4 explosions announced that the Confederates were blowing up their guns and evacuating Fort Pillow.

The next day, June 5, Davis’s flotilla and Ellet’s rams moved south past Fort Pillow to attack the Confederates at Memphis, arriving above the city that same evening. Memphis, situated on bluffs above the river, was not fortified. Its defense rested on the eight vessels of Commodore James E. Montgomery’s River Defense Fleet, now anchored at the Memphis levee.

The Confederate warships were badly outgunned by those of the Union flotilla but, unlike the five Union ironclads (the flagship Benton, Carondelet, St. Louis, Cairo, and Louisville), had been converted to warships expressly as rams. They were not as strong as the Ellet rams, but their boilers had been lowered into their hulls, whereas the Ellet vessels had their boilers above the decks. Although the Union vessels were thus more vulnerable to enemy fire, their hulls could be greatly reinforced.

The battle for Memphis began early on the morning of June 6. Thousands of Memphis citizens lined the banks and bluffs to watch the battle that would decide their city’s fate. At 4:20 a.m., Davis signaled the ships of his flotilla to raise anchor, and slowly the ironclads dropped downriver by their sterns. At 4:50 the Confederates also got under way and opened fire, which was returned by the stern guns of the ships of the Union flotilla. Although the day was clear, vision was soon obscured by gun and coal smoke.

Montgomery had hoped to replicate the Battle of Plum Point Bend by ramming and sinking the Union ironclads, but then out of the smoke there suddenly emerged two of the Ellet rams. Ellet had arranged four of his rams in line, above the ironclads, and when the Confederates first opened fire, he signaled the three others to follow his flagship, the Queen of the West. But only his brother, Lieutenant Colonel Alfred Ellet, on the Monarch responded. These two Union rams, one following the other, now made for the advancing Confederate vessels.

The leading Confederate ram the Colonel Lovell and the Union ram the Queen of the West appeared headed for a bows-on collision when one of the Confederate ship’s engines suddenly stopped, and the ship veered off. Moments later the Queen of the West smashed into the Colonel Lovell’s side, inflicting a mortal wound. The Confederate ram Sumter then struck the Queen of the West, crashing into its port wheelhouse. Foolishly Charles Ellet ran out on deck, where he was wounded in the leg by a Confederate pistol shot. Alfred Ellet’s Monarch then smashed into the Colonel Lovell, which promptly sank with all but five of its crew. The Queen of the West, meanwhile, was able to ground on the Arkansas shore. The remaining Confederate rams then concentrated on the Monarch. The Sterling Price got in a glancing blow, while the General Beauregard came up on the Union ram from the opposite side. But at the last possible moment, Alfred Ellet was able to slip his vessel between the two Confederate rams, which then collided with one another. The Monarch then rammed the General Beauregard.

By this time, accurate fire from the Union ironclads was exacting a toll on the Confederate ships. One shell burst the General Beauregard’s boilers, and that ship promptly sank. The disabled General Sterling Price also went down in shallow water. The remaining five Confederate vessels now attempted to escape. With the Union vessels in pursuit, the battle disappeared downriver. During the running fight that spanned about 10 miles, the Confederate ram Little Rebel, Montgomery’s flagship, was hit below the waterline. As it made for shoal water, the Monarch rammed it. This blow pushed the Little Rebel up on the shore, enabling Montgomery and his crew to escape. Union cannon fire disabled both the General Bragg and the General Sumter. The commander of the General Thompson grounded his vessel on the Arkansas shore, where he set it afire.

All but one of the eight Confederate vessels had been destroyed. Only the General Van Dorn managed to escape to Vicksburg. Meanwhile, Memphis surrendered.

The Battle of Memphis was perhaps the most lopsided Union naval victory of the war. The Union suffered only four casualties and one badly damaged ram. Colonel Charles Ellet died two weeks later, his superficial wound complicated by dysentery and measles. At slight cost, the Union had ended Confederate naval power on the Mississippi River and added additional vessels to the Union flotilla. The battle also gave the Union the fifth-largest city in the Confederacy, along with important manufacturing resources. Included in the latter was a Confederate naval yard, which soon became a principal Union base. The Confederates had also been forced to destroy the one ironclad, the Tennessee, that they had been building there. A second uncompleted ironclad, the Arkansas, had been removed downriver before the battle to prevent its capture. Control of Memphis also brought the Union control of four key rail lines, and the mighty Mississippi River was now open all the way to Vicksburg.
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Memphis & Charleston Railroad

Part of a trans-Confederacy rail line that linked the western portions of the Confederacy with the southeastern coast. Approximately 311 miles in length by 1861, the Memphis & Charleston Railroad ran eastward from Memphis, Tennessee, passing through Corinth, Mississippi, northern Alabama, and Chattanooga. At Chattanooga, the Memphis & Charleston connected to lines that stretched into Virginia, Georgia, and South Carolina. When completed, the railway provided the South’s only rail link between the Mississippi River and the Atlantic coast.

The railway was chartered in 1846. Construction began in 1851 and was completed in 1857. The rail line was immediately successful and by 1860 was reporting a profit of more than $100,000 per year. Its inventory included 50 locomotives, some 800 boxcars and passenger cars, 2 sleeper cars, and 40 stations. The Memphis & Charleston Railroad did have to pay $20,000 per year to the Chattanooga & Nashville Railroad, however, for use of its track at Chattanooga.

Because the Memphis & Charleston Railroad was considered such a strategic asset, the Union early on sought to neutralize it, denying the Confederates the ability to employ it for resupply and troop movements. On April 11, 1862, Union forces under Brigadier General Ormsby M. Mitchel cut the line at Huntsville, Alabama, which was the railway’s eastern headquarters. Union forces also captured 18 locomotives and 106 cars. On June 6, 1862, Union troops captured the railhead at Memphis. In October 1862, Confederate major general Earl Van Dorn’s troops secured the rail line at Corinth, Mississippi. Both sides continued to fight for control of the line, with the Federals utilizing much of it for their own war effort. Although the Confederates regained control of the line at various points and made repairs to it, they were never able to use it as a link to the coast after Huntsville fell in April 1862.

It took many years for the Memphis & Charleston Railroad to become profitable again after the war, and by the 1880s it had been consolidated with other regional lines. In 1894 it became part of the vast Southern Railway System, remaining part of it until 1982, when it joined the Norfolk Southern Railroad.
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Memphis Appeal

Staunchly pro-Confederate newspaper, the offices of which relocated numerous times during the war to evade Union capture. The largest daily newspaper in Tennessee in 1861, the Memphis Appeal was a strong voice for the Democratic Party and was strongly pro-Southern. The paper had been founded in 1840 in Memphis by Henry Van Pelt. Co-owners and coeditors John R. McClanahan and Benjamin F. Dill were neutral toward secession at first, but when Tennessee left the Union, they wholeheartedly supported the Confederacy. So partisan were they that they funded their own artillery outfit, known as the Appeal Battery.

McClanahan and Dill were determined to continue publication during the war. When Union naval forces captured Memphis on June 6, 1862, the newspaper staff loaded up the presses and moved by rail to Grenada, Mississippi. When Union troops neared Grenada, they moved the paper farther south to Jackson, Mississippi, on November 29. The Appeal issued its first edition from Jackson on December 13, 1862. In May 1863, Union troops seized Jackson even as the paper staffers managed to elude capture yet again. This time the paper established an office in Atlanta, Georgia, where it remained until mid-July 1864. By the time Major General William T. Sherman’s Union army approached Atlanta, the Appeal was printing 14,000 copies in two daily editions. Even through the siege of Atlanta, the presses ran uninterrupted, supported largely by advertising revenue and job printing. The Appeal was now attracting national attention because of Dill’s determination to publish high-quality news no matter where his printing presses might be located.

Leaving Atlanta, the offices of the paper were reestablished in Montgomery, Alabama. There it continued to publish until April 1865, when Major General James H. Wilson’s Union cavalry captured the city. Dill and McClanahan then sent their presses east to Macon, Georgia. Most of the paper’s staff escaped, but Dill was captured and forced to sign a pledge not to publish any more issues until after the war. Upon his release, Dill rejoined the paper back in Memphis and continued operations there. The paper continues today as the Commercial Appeal.
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Mercer, Hugh Weedon

Birth Date: November 27, 1808

Death Date: June 9, 1877

Confederate officer. Hugh W. Mercer was born on November 27, 1808, in Fredericksburg, Virginia, to a prominent and wealthy family. His grandfather, Hugh Mercer, was a Revolutionary War hero and a friend of George Washington, who served as a brigadier general in the Continental Army and was killed in the Battle of Princeton in 1777. Hugh Mercer’s well-known descendants include General George S. Patton Jr. and Johnny Mercer, an internationally known lyricist and composer from Savannah, Georgia.

Hugh Mercer graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1828 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of artillery. His army career included service at Fort Monroe, Virginia; Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia; and Savannah, Georgia, where he married into a local family. From December 1832 to February 1834, Mercer was also aide-de-camp to Major General Winfield Scott. After resigning from the army as a first lieutenant in April 1835, Mercer settled in Savannah, where he served as a militia officer and bank cashier.

Mercer began construction there on the Italianate-style Mercer House in downtown Savannah but was interrupted by the Civil War and thus never occupied it. The house remains a significant example of antebellum architecture and a major tourist attraction. When Georgia seceded from the Union in January 1861, Mercer entered Confederate military service as colonel of the 1st Georgia Volunteer Regiment. However, on October 29, 1861, he was commissioned a brigadier general and assigned to lead a brigade of three Georgia regiments. In this capacity, he commanded the Confederate post at Savannah for most of the war. In August 1862 Mercer engaged in a controversial drafting of free blacks and slaves to work on local defense and military projects. Mercer’s plan soon drew the ire of slave owners in and around Savannah, and the Georgia government rescinded its offer to allow the general to impress workers.

Mercer and his brigade took part in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) as a part of the Army of Tennessee. Originally attached to Major General William H. T. Walker’s division, Mercer’s brigade later came under the command of Major General Patrick Cleburne. After heavy fighting in and around Atlanta, including the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864), when Mercer assumed division command upon the death of Walker, Mercer became ill and was relieved of command shortly thereafter. Although he was considered a gallant soldier, Mercer was unable to endure the physical strain of active duty.

Mercer therefore returned to Savannah and served under Lieutenant General William J. Hardee until that city’s fall in December. For a brief period, Mercer was imprisoned by Union authorities along with other Confederate leaders until he was paroled on May 13, 1865. He then returned to the banking business in Savannah, where he lived until 1869. That year, Mercer moved to Baltimore, Maryland, and worked as a commission merchant until 1872. In failing health, he traveled to Baden-Baden, Germany, in order to seek treatment. Mercer spent the last five years of his life there and died on June 9, 1877.
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Mercer, Samuel

Birth Date: 1799

Death Date: March 6, 1862

Union naval officer. Samuel Mercer was born in Maryland in 1799 and received a midshipman’s warrant on March 4, 1815. He was promoted to lieutenant on January 13, 1825, and to commander on September 8, 1841. He commanded the Lawrence on blockade duty during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

Promoted to captain on September 14, 1855, in early April 1861 Mercer commanded the powerful steam frigate Powhatan, then at the Brooklyn Navy Yard undergoing extensive refit following a long cruise. The Powhatan soon was at the center of two proposed separate and conflicting expeditions. The first was to be commanded by Gustavus Fox, with the mission of relieving Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. The second would be under Lieutenant David Dixon Porter to relieve Fort Pickens in Pensacola, Florida. Mercer had written orders from Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles directing him to take the Powhatan to Charleston and assist Fox, but Porter, Secretary of War William Sumner, and Union Army captain Montgomery Meigs met with President Abraham Lincoln, without Welles’s knowledge, and secured written orders from him for the Fort Pickens expedition. The trio explained that the plan must be kept secret from the Navy Department, the clerks of which were assumed to be Southern sympathizers. Porter guaranteed success if he was given command of the Powhatan in place of the more senior Mercer, and Lincoln agreed.

As Lincoln, Welles, and Secretary of State William Seward, who had put together the Fort Pickens expedition, attempted to sort out the confusion, Porter convinced Mercer and Captain Andrew Foote, commander of the Brooklyn Navy Yard, to give him the ship. Over a span of several days its engines were quickly reassembled, and the ship was rerigged. A telegram countermanding the order and returning command to Mercer was delivered to Porter after the ship was already under way on the afternoon of April 6; Porter simply ignored the order and continued to Pensacola, dooming any chance of success for Fox’s Charleston expedition.

When war officially began, Mercer took command of the newly recommissioned steam frigate Wabash in the Coast Blockading Squadron, later the Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under the command of Commodore Silas H. Stringham. In the summer of 1861, Mercer’s warship captured five Confederate ships.

On August 29, 1861, Mercer and the Wabash participated in the successful Union operations against Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina. As a consequence of his age, Mercer was removed from active command on his return. He continued to serve on the navy’s Retiring Board until his death in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on March 6, 1862.
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Mercier, Henri

Birth Date: January 1, 1816

Death Date: October 16, 1886

French minister to the United States. Henri Mercier was born on January 1, 1816, in Baltimore, Maryland; at the time, his father, Marie-Philippe Mercier, was French consul at Baltimore. The Merciers returned to France when Henri was an infant, and he was educated chiefly in Switzerland. While he was still in his teens, he decided to pursue a career in the French Foreign Service, and he subsequently served in a variety of posts in Spain, Portugal, Mexico, and Russia. During this time, he became close friends with the French diplomat Edouard Thouvenal, who would later become French emperor Napoleon III’s foreign minister.

Henri Mercier was named minister to Switzerland in 1857. In early 1860 he was appointed minister to the United States and took his post in July. During the early months of his tenure, he spent much time gathering facts on the growing sectional crisis and relating that information to Thouvenal via diplomatic dispatches.

Hoping to determine if war between the North and the South was a distinct reality, in February 1861 Mercier invited soon-to-be U.S. secretary of state William Seward and Senator Stephen Douglas to dine with him in the French embassy. Although Mercier pressed the two men about their thoughts on the subject, neither was willing to say that war would indeed result. Meanwhile, Mercier met often with Lord Richard Lyons, British minister to the United States, so as to align French policy with that of Britain in the event of an American civil war. When war did come in April 1861, Mercier was directed to pursue neutrality.

In the summer of 1861 Mercier lodged a grievance with Secretary of State Seward, complaining of the largely paper blockade of the Southern coastline, which was preventing goods from moving to and from France and which the French government held to be in violation of international law. This annoyed Seward, as had the French neutrality declaration. That same summer, Mercier played host to Napoleon’s cousin, Joseph Charles Paul Bonaparte, accompanying him on a trip of the Northern states that ranged as far west as St. Louis. Mercier tried to gather as much information as he could while on tour so that he could fully brief Thouvenal upon his return.

As the war dragged on, Mercier’s biggest challenge was to secure Southern cotton, critical for the French textile industry. In this he was largely unsuccessful, despite numerous pleas to U.S. officials and a trip to the Confederate capital at Richmond, for which he received permission from Seward. While in Richmond in April 1862, Mercier met with several Confederate officials, including Secretary of State Benjamin Judah, and there stated his belief that a Confederate military victory seemed remote.

Mercier’s mission was made considerably more difficult thanks to the joint French, Spanish, and British expedition to Mexico, ostensibly to collect outstanding debts. When the French stayed on after the British and Spanish had departed, U.S. government officials became deeply concerned about French designs in Mexico. The Americans were also highly agitated by France’s publicly stated sympathy for the British during the Trent Affair of late 1861.

By late 1862, the cotton shortage in France had grown into a full-blown crisis. Thousands of textile workers were idled, and social unrest seemed in the offing. The authoritarian regime of Napoleon could ill afford unrest or riots, which had brought down preceding regimes. In October, Mercier presented Seward with a mediation plan that Mercier hoped could bring an end to the war, but the plan was promptly rejected.

Dejected by events, Mercier requested a transfer. He left Washington in December 1863 and arrived in France the next month. That spring, he was named ambassador to Spain. When Napoleon was deposed in September 1870, Mercier retired from the foreign service and took up residence at his wife’s inherited estate in France, where he died on October 16, 1886.
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Meredith, Solomon

Birth Date: May 29, 1810

Death Date: October 2, 1875

Union officer. Born on May 29, 1810, in Guilford County, North Carolina, Solomon Meredith moved in 1829 to Wayne County, Indiana, where he pioneered the breeding of short-horn cattle. He was elected county sheriff at age 24 and later served four terms in the state legislature. In 1849 he was appointed U.S. marshal for the District of Indiana. He joined the Republican Party during the 1850s.

A friend of Indiana governor Oliver P. Morton, Meredith was appointed colonel of the 19th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment in July 1861. Assigned to the Washington, D.C., area as part of Brigadier General John Gibbon’s brigade, Meredith’s regiment did not see significant action until the Battle of Groveton (August 28, 1862) in Virginia. There Meredith was severely wounded, and the brigade gained fame as “the Iron Brigade of the West.”

On October 6, 1862, Meredith was appointed brigadier general of volunteers and given command of the brigade, which he led at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). During the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Meredith was instructed to hold his position at all costs. The Iron Brigade resisted the Confederate assault near Seminary Ridge, where it lost two-thirds of its strength and Meredith received a disabling wound. Meredith finished the war with garrison assignments at Cairo, Illinois, and Paducah, Kentucky. On August 14, 1865, he was brevetted major general of volunteers and mustered out of service 10 days later.

Following the war, Meredith was appointed surveyor general of Montana but resigned in 1869 and returned to Indiana, where he farmed until his death at Cambridge City on October 2, 1875.
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Meridian Campaign

Start Date: February 3, 1864

End Date: February 26, 1864

Mississippi campaign undertaken by Major General William T. Sherman’s Army of the Tennessee to complete the destruction of the Confederate rail system in the state begun during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Sherman also hoped that destroying Confederate assets in Mississippi would enable him to reduce the forces he would have to leave behind in Mississippi and increase those for his coming Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). His goal was Meridian, 150 miles distant from Vicksburg. Three Confederate rail lines intersected there, and Meridian served as a storage and distribution point for the manufacturing and cannon production center of Selma, Alabama, as well as for grain and cattle produced to the north.

Following the relief of Chattanooga, Sherman left Major General George Thomas and the Army of the Cumberland to contain the Confederate Army of Tennessee and proceeded west by water transport to Vicksburg. To help divert attention from his own operation, on February 1 Sherman ordered Brigadier General William Sooy Smith to depart Collierville near Memphis, Tennessee, with 7,000 cavalry and raid from Pontotoc, Mississippi, to the Memphis & Ohio Railroad, destroying Confederate lines of communication and crops. Sherman also had hopes of defeating Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s Confederate cavalry, known to be operating in the area. Smith was to join Sherman at Meridian on February 10.

Not counting Smith’s force, Sherman had some 20,000 infantry and 5,000 cavalry and artillerymen. Opposing him was the Confederate Army of Mississippi under Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk. To increase mobility and speed, Sherman ordered his men to travel light without tents and live off the land as much as possible. He departed Vicksburg on February 3 and headed east for Jackson. Although Sherman had stressed the need for speed, Smith waited for reinforcements. He did not leave Collierville until February 11, far behind schedule, with 11,000 men and 20 guns.

Sherman departed Clinton on February 5. He divided his command into two columns, the first under Major General James McPherson and the remainder under Major General Stephen Hurlbut. Because of Sherman’s misdirection, Polk believed that the Union troops were headed for Mobile, Alabama, and Polk fell back on Demopolis, Alabama. Sherman reached Morton on February 9, where his men spent several hours tearing up track, heating the rails by burning the crossties, and then twisting the rails into so-called Sherman neckties.

Sherman’s forces entered Meridian unopposed on February 14. Sherman remained there for five days, his men occupied in destroying miles of railroad lines, bridges, 20 locomotives, and rolling stock. They also burned the arsenal, storehouses, and many other buildings. Only after, in Sherman’s words, they had wiped that place “off the map” did Sherman retrace his steps to Vicksburg. Smith had yet to arrive when Sherman departed Meridian.

Meanwhile, Smith’s men inflicted considerable damage and freed many slaves as they progressed. North of Meridian on February 20, they encountered some of Forrest’s 2,500 cavalry. Daunted by Forrest’s reputation and uncertain of how many men he was facing, Smith withdrew, planning to return to Tennessee.

On February 22, Forrest attacked Smith south of Okolona. On the brink of victory and with the Confederates out of ammunition, Smith withdrew. Forrest suffered 144 casualties. Smith lost some 700 men in the entire expedition and returned to Collierville on February 26. In his Meridian Campaign, Sherman had demonstrated his ability to operate independently, deep in enemy territory, while largely living off the land. He would apply this same strategy in his subsequent campaign against Atlanta and in the March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and the March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865).
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Merritt, Wesley

Birth Date: June 16, 1836

Death Date: December 10, 1910

Union officer. Wesley Merrit was born in New York City on June 16, 1836 (conflicting sources list 1834 and June 10, 1837). He attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, graduating in the middle of his class in 1860. Following graduation, Merritt served in Utah with the 2nd Dragoons. The Civil War brought Merritt’s promotion to first lieutenant and transfer to the East, where he served as an aide to Brigadier General Philip St. George Cooke during the Peninsula Campaign (April 5–July 1, 1862), earning promotion to captain in May. Merritt next served on the staff of Major General George Stoneman, commander of cavalry in the Army of the Potomac, and led a detachment during Stoneman’s raid on Richmond during the Chancellorsville Campaign (April–May, 1863). Merritt turned out to be a superb cavalry officer. As a captain still, he commanded a regiment of regulars and distinguished himself during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863) in the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863), the largest cavalry engagement in the history of North America. Again receiving notice in the Battle of Middleburg (June 17–19, 1863), Merritt was promoted directly to brigadier general of volunteers. For the remainder of the Gettysburg Campaign, he commanded the Reserve Brigade, 1st Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac.
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A superb cavalry officer, Wesley Merritt rose to major general and distinguished himself as a divisional commander in the Eastern Theater during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

Assigned temporary command of a division in May 1864, Merritt again fought with distinction in the Battle of Todd’s Tavern (May 7), the largest dismounted cavalry engagement of the war. He also distinguished himself in Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s raid on Richmond, especially the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11), and was rewarded with permanent command of the 1st Cavalry Division of Sheridan’s Army of the Shenandoah.

Merritt led his division in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19). In the Battle of Tom’s Brook (October 9), Merritt defeated Confederate major general Thomas J. Rosser’s division, a battle described as “the Woodstock Races” for the speed of the Confederate withdrawal. Merritt then fought at Cedar Creek (October 19). As a brevet major general of volunteers, Merritt commanded Sheridan’s Cavalry Corps at Waynesboro, Virginia (March 2, 1865); at Five Forks (April 1); and in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9). Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant named Merritt one of three commissioners to arrange General Robert E. Lee’s formal surrender at Appomattox Court House on April 12, 1865. Promoted to full-rank major general of volunteers on April 1, Merritt served in Texas before mustering out in January 1866, with brevets through major general in the regular army.

Following the Civil War, Merritt remained with the regular army as a lieutenant colonel of the 9th Cavalry Regiment, one of two African American mounted regiments in the army. This began 17 years of service on the frontier and extensive fighting against hostile Native Americans. In 1876 Merritt received promotion to colonel and took command of the 5th Cavalry Regiment. He then fought in the Great Sioux War (1876–1877), the pursuit of the Nez Perces, the Bannock War (1877–1878), and the Ute War (1879).

In 1882 Merritt became superintendent of West Point, serving in that position until his promotion to brigadier general in 1887. He then assumed command of the Department of the Missouri at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. From 1895 to 1897 he commanded the Department of the Missouri, the Department of Dakota, and the Department of the East, respectively.

An advocate of imperial expansion and the second-ranking officer in the army on the outbreak of the Spanish-American War, in May 1898 Merritt secured command of VIII Corps, slated for the Philippines. Arriving off Manila at the end of July, he ignored Filipino insurgent leader Emilio Aguinaldo and treated with the Spanish commander for a token battle on August 13 to satisfy Spanish honor and the occupation of Manila. On August 30, Merritt transferred command of VIII Corps and departed for Paris to brief the U.S. peace commissioners meeting there and urge U.S. annexation of the Philippines.

In December 1898, Merritt assumed command of the Department of the East. He retired from the army in 1900 and died in Natural Bridge, Virginia, on December 10, 1910.
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Merryman, Ex Parte

See Ex Parte Merryman

_______________________

Merryman, John

Birth Date: November 9, 1824

Death Date: November 15, 1881

Maryland farmer and militiaman whose arrest and detention by Union military officials in May 1861 created a constitutional crisis and resulted in the U.S. Supreme Court case Ex Parte Merryman. John Merryman was born in Baltimore, Maryland, on November 9, 1824. He worked in a Baltimore hardware store, managed a cattle farm, and became a farmer in Cockeysville, Maryland. Merryman was also a lieutenant in the Maryland Militia. A Democrat with pro-Southern leanings, Merryman served as president of the Baltimore County Commissioners in 1857.

On April 19, 1861, rioting broke out in Baltimore as Union troops began traversing the city by rail, bound for Washington, D.C. After the melee and to prevent more violence, Governor Thomas H. Hicks requested that no more Union troops pass through the city. The Abraham Lincoln administration ignored the request. Hicks then ordered the state militia to destroy several railroad bridges to disrupt Union troop movements through eastern Maryland. First Lieutenant Merryman apparently took part in these activities, although it is not certain whether he did so as a militiaman or on his own initiative.

To bring Maryland in line, Lincoln suspended the writ of habeas corpus there. On May 25, 1861, at 2:00 a.m., Union soldiers arrived at Merryman’s home, arrested him, and incarcerated him in Fort McHenry. Later that day, several prominent Baltimore attorneys drafted a habeas corpus request and sent it to Chief Justice Roger B. Taney. The following day, Taney issued a writ instructing Brigadier General George Cadwalader, commander at Fort McHenry, to bring Merryman to the U.S. Circuit Court and produce cause for his summary incarceration. Cadwalader refused, telling Taney that Merryman was charged with treason and that Cadwalader was under no obligation to release Merryman because the writ of habeas corpus had been suspended.

Infuriated, Taney, in Ex Parte Merryman, argued that only Congress could suspend habeas corpus. Taney’s cogent arguments in favor of Merryman’s release had little effect, however, as Lincoln suspended habeas corpus in several other states. Merryman finally had his day in court, was formally charged with treason, and was released on bond on July 12, 1861. He never stood trial, however, and the case was permanently dismissed in April 1867.

Merryman returned to farming, sat in the state legislature for a time, and served as Maryland’s state treasurer (1870–1872). He died in Cockeysville on November 15, 1881.
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Mervine, William

Birth Date: March 14, 1791

Death Date: September 15, 1868

Union naval officer. Born on March 14, 1791, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, William Mervine received a midshipman’s warrant on January 16, 1809. During the War of 1812, Mervine was stationed at Sackets Harbor, New York. He was promoted to lieutenant on February 4, 1815; to commander on June 12, 1834; and to captain on September 8, 1841. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Mervine commanded the frigate Savannah and took part in the capture of Monterey, California, on July 7, 1847. He commanded the Pacific Squadron from September 1856 to October 1860. At the beginning of the Civil War, Mervine was 70 years old and had been in the navy for 51 years: 24 years of sea service, 2 years spent in assignments ashore, and 25 years waiting for orders in a navy that was top-heavy with officers.

With the beginning of the Civil War and President Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation of a naval blockade of the coasts of the Confederate States of America on April 19, 1861, Mervine was assigned command of the Gulf Blockading Squadron on May 6. He took up station in the Gulf on June 8. To cover the vast area from Key West, Florida, west to the Rio Grande in Texas, Mervine had only 15 ships. His problems were compounded by the loss of the Pensacola Navy Yard at the beginning of the war, leaving him only the base at Key West. Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles was displeased, however, when Confederate forces occupied Ship Island, south of Biloxi in Mississippi Sound, that July, although on September 16 the Confederates abandoned it, and the next day Union forces took possession. Ship Island subsequently became a major base for the squadron.

Mervine’s perceived lack of aggressiveness, however, led Welles to relieve him from his command on September 6, 1861. Captain William McKean assumed command from Mervine on September 22. Mervine requested a court of inquiry into his recall, but Welles refused. Mervine was placed on the retired list on December 21, 1861. He was promoted to commodore on the retired list on July 16, 1862, and to rear admiral on the retired list on July 25, 1866. From late 1862 into 1865, he served on various navy boards. Mervine died in Utica, New York, on September 15, 1868.
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Mexican-American War, Legacy of the

The Mexican-American War (1846–1848), often said to have been a dress rehearsal for the American Civil War, gave many future Civil War commanders experience both in battle and in strategy and tactics. Most of those who would command at the highest levels in the Civil War served in the Mexican-American War under either Major General Zachary Taylor or Major General Winfield Scott, many under both. Even more important, as many had feared, the war with Mexico fanned the flames of sectional division over the issue of slavery.

Taylor, known as “Old Rough and Ready,” was an intrepid commander who eschewed ceremony and was known for sharing the hardships in the field with his men. Perhaps no other Civil War general patterned himself on Taylor more than did Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant. Like Taylor, Grant was plain in dress, speech, and manner and faced danger or adversity calmly. Scott, known as “Old Fuss and Feathers,” was a gifted strategist and a careful planner who emerged as the most influential mentor of the great Civil War commanders. In personality, Scott was the polar opposite of Taylor: devoted to pomp and circumstance and frequently abrasive. Perhaps no other Civil War general patterned himself so closely on Scott as did Confederate general Robert E. Lee. Well-known Civil War commanders who learned the practice of war from the crucible of the Mexican-American War included George B. McClellan and George Thomas and Confederates Braxton Bragg, P. G. T. Beauregard, and Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, among others. These men were relatively junior officers during the war.

While these commanders did glean lessons from the Mexican-American War, the conflict was in many ways more attuned to the War of 1812 than to the Civil War. The armies were still quite limited in size. Thus, Scott’s entire army, by Civil War standards, would scarcely have made a respectable army corps. Both sides used predominately smoothbore muskets and cannon, with ranges and performance little different from those of the late 18th century. The objectives of the two wars were also quite dissimilar. While the Civil War was in most respects a total war fought for national survival, the conflict with Mexico was essentially a limited war fought for territorial gain.

The greatest legacy of the Mexican-American War was with the issue of slavery and whether or not the new territories wrested away from Mexico would be organized as slaveholding or free. Many Southern plantation owners and politicians saw the war as a way to open vast new areas in the Southwest to slavery and slave-based agriculture. Even if these areas, which were quite arid and would not support cotton cultivation without massive irrigation projects, seemed ill-suited for a plantation-based economy, many Southerners hoped that the addition of new slave territories and states would tilt U.S. political power in their favor. Some Northern politicians, however, were immediately critical of American war aims and believed that the war was being waged—at least in part—to mollify the Southern interests of the Democratic Party. Some, such as Congressmen David Wilmot (Pennsylvania) and Abraham Lincoln (Illinois), began denouncing the war effort as soon as it had begun.

Land Acquired from Mexico after the Mexican-American War (in acres)
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Note: All areas are as computed in 1912 and have not been adjusted for subsequent recomputation of the area of the United States.

* Includes 33,920 acres subsequently recognized as part of the state of Texas.

Wilmot introduced his Wilmot Proviso in 1846. It would have prohibited slavery in any territory taken from Mexico. The measure passed in the U.S. House of Representatives but was voted down in the Senate. Lincoln waged his own vocal campaign against the war and its aims, which cost him his seat in Congress in the 1848 election. The Mexican-American War hardened proslavery and antislavery sentiments throughout the nation and by so doing increased tensions between the North and the South.

The abolitionist movement gained significant momentum in the 1850s, and by the end of the decade both sides of the slavery issue had dug in their heels. Congress choreographed a delicate dance around the issue with measures such as the Compromise of 1850, the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, and even the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act. None of these, however, fully satisfied proslavery or antislavery forces; the acts simply postponed the showdown between the North and the South. While it is impossible to say that the Mexican-American War precipitated the Civil War, the conflict certainly emphasized the growing fissures between the North and the South.
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Mexico

Since winning independence from Spain in 1821, Mexico experienced persistent political instability because of continuous conflict among Liberal and Conservative factions. Mexico’s latest civil war, known as the War of the Reform, ended with a Liberal victory under the leadership of Benito Juárez in December 1860, just as South Carolina was succeeding from the Union. The Abraham Lincoln administration quickly recognized the Juárez government.

Mexico became the only nation outside Europe with which the Confederate States of America attempted to open relations. In May 1861, Confederate secretary of state Robert Toombs sent John T. Pickett, former U.S. consul to Veracruz, to Mexico City as the Confederacy’s diplomatic agent. Pickett failed to win recognition of the Confederacy from Juárez, however, whose opposition to slavery and anxiety about future Confederate expansion were strengthened by U.S. minister to Mexico Thomas Corwin.

Juárez officially maintained a neutral policy toward the American Civil War and carried on diplomatic relations with both sides during the conflict. Meanwhile, Confederate agents made commercial agreements with Juárez’s conservative opposition as well as with independent-minded Mexican governors of states located along the U.S.-Mexican border. Cuban-born José Agustín Quintero was the most effective Confederate agent operating in northern Mexico. He quickly developed a relationship with Santiago Vidaurri, the governor of Nuevo Leon, Coahuila, and later Tamaulipas. Quintero’s negotiations with Vidaurri secured the Confederacy with a means to circumvent the Union blockade of the entire Confederate coast that Lincoln had announced in April 1861. Cotton from the Confederacy was transported to northern Mexico for export, while military supplies and foreign-manufactured goods were imported from there into the Confederacy. War profiteering became commonplace in northern Mexico and along the border of Texas and Mexico.

In July 1861 Juárez announced a two-year postponement of payments on Mexico’s foreign debts; the U.S. Congress then endorsed the suspension in payments. The following month, the Juárez administration allowed Union troops to cross Mexican territory to attack the Confederate territory. While Washington focused on means to further its defeat of the Confederacy, Paris, London, and Madrid all protested against Mexico’s debt deferment. Because foreign intervention for the purpose of collecting outstanding debts was allowed under international law, France, Great Britain, and Spain landed troops at Veracruz in December 1861. In March 1862, U.S. secretary of state William Seward issued a sternly worded warning to the European powers demanding that they withdraw at once. Great Britain and Spain withdrew their forces in April 1862, but Mexican conservatives in exile in Europe convinced Emperor Napoleon III of France to employ his forces in Mexico to oust Juárez.

In hopes of creating a French Latin-American empire, supporting the Catholic church, and gaining Mexican silver deposits, Napoleon amassed a force of some 30,000 French troops to invade the interior of Mexico. After a stunning setback in the Battle of Puebla (May 5, 1862), French forces finally secured control of Mexico City in June 1863. Juárez fled to San Luis Potosí and commenced guerrilla warfare against the French and their Conservative allies. With the overt support of Napoleon, Mexican Conservatives offered the throne of Mexico to Austrian archduke Ferdinand Maximilian von Habsburg, the brother of Emperor Franz Joseph I of Austria. Maximilian accepted the offer in light of France’s military and economic support, and in May 1864 he arrived in Mexico with his wife Charlotte (Carlota), the daughter of King Leopold I of Belgium. A month later, the two were crowned emperor and empress of Mexico.

In 1823, U.S. president James Monroe had asserted that the Western Hemisphere was henceforth closed to European colonization or European-influenced regimes. The installation of Maximilian thus deeply troubled the Lincoln administration. Conversely, Confederate minister to Mexico William Preston welcomed the development and attempted to negotiate a deal whereby the Confederacy’s recognition of Maximilian’s government would lead to France’s recognition of the Confederate States of America. However, Maximilian’s government wisely chose to remain neutral in deference to Napoleon, who did not want to risk war with the United States.

A week prior to Maximilian’s coronation, the U.S. House of Representatives had unanimously passed a resolution condemning France’s violation of the Monroe Doctrine. Fear of diverting resources away from the war effort and of pushing Napoleon to side with the Confederacy led the Lincoln administration to rule out military action against Maximilian’s government, however. Nevertheless, Matías Romero, Juárez’s envoy in Washington, secured a limited amount of Union assistance for the Liberals in their struggle against Maximilian. With the Lincoln administration refusing to establish diplomatic relations with Maximilian, Secretary of State Seward recalled the U.S. minister to Mexico. Meanwhile, the Confederate military commander of the District of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, Major General John Bankhead Magruder, continued to utilize the U.S.-Mexican border to transport cotton to sell abroad, with the money gained in these transactions used to buy war supplies in foreign markets.

Maximilian failed to secure U.S. recognition of his government following the Union victory in 1865. While trying to maintain power against Juárez’s growing opposition to his regime, Maximilian allowed several thousand recalcitrant Confederates to relocate to Mexico. The dispatch of a large number of U.S. troops under the proven campaigner Major General Philip H. Sheridan to the Mexican border and pressure from Secretary of State Seward eventually led Napoleon to abandon his Mexican enterprise and Maximilian, and Juárez’s forces quickly took back Mexico City after France withdrew its last troops in March 1867. Maximilian refused to depart, and three months later he was captured and executed. Juárez’s supporters proceeded to attack many of the Confederate expatriates, forcing the majority to flee back to the United States or to other countries.
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Michigan

Midwestern state with an 1860 population of 749,113 people. Michigan consists of two noncontiguous peninsulas—lower and upper—that are separated by the Straits of Mackinac linking Lakes Michigan and Huron. As a result, Michigan has the second-longest shoreline of any state in the Union—some 3,300 miles. The state’s landmass encompasses 58,527 square miles. Michigan is bordered by Lake Superior and Canada to the north, Lake Michigan and Wisconsin to the west, Indiana and Ohio to the south, and Canada as well as Lakes Erie and Huron to the east.

During the Civil War, Michigan was not highly industrialized or urbanized. Agriculture, lumbering, and mining were the major industries, and vast portions of the state—especially the Upper Peninsula—were very sparsely populated. In the 1840s, large iron and copper deposits were found on the Upper Peninsula, which would aid the Union war effort. The state’s large lumbering business also aided wartime production.

Unionist sentiments ran high in Michigan, and state officials did what they could to advance the Abraham Lincoln administration’s war goals. Republican governor Austin Blair, who served from January 1861 until January 1865, was firmly antislavery and antisecessionist in his outlook. His successor, Republican Henry H. Crapo, was equally committed to the Union cause. Crapo served from 1865 to 1869.

From 1861 to 1865, Michigan provided 76 military units for the war effort consisting of approximately 87,000 men, or about one-fifth of the state’s total male population of 394,694. Of the 87,000 who served, 14,700 died of all causes. Michigan’s most revered military unit was the 24th Michigan Infantry, which served gallantly with the Iron Brigade of the West and saw combat in the East for much of the war. Michigan also contributed four Union generals: Henry J. Hunt, Henry Hastings Sibley, Elon J. Farnsworth, and Orlando B. Willcox. The celebrated nurse Annie Etheridge also hailed from Michigan; she attended Union soldiers from July 1861 until April 1865. Nurses Bridget Divers and Sara Emma Edmonds also came from Michigan.
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Middle and Eastern Florida, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit created on August 21, 1861. Headquartered at Fernandina, Florida, the Confederate Department of Middle and East Florida was first commanded by Brigadier General John B. Grayson. The department covered Florida’s eastern coast and extended as far west as the Choctawhatchee River. When Grayson died on October 21, 1861, command passed to Brigadier James H. Trapier on October 22. Soon thereafter, the coastal regions of the jurisdiction were taken over by a separate department that included the coasts of Georgia and South Carolina. By year’s end, Trapier’s command included about 4,000 men.

On March 19, 1862, Colonel William S. Dilworth, commander of the 3rd Florida Infantry Regiment, took temporary command of the department until he was replaced by Brigadier General Joseph Finegan on April 8. Finegan was chagrined, as his force was repeatedly downsized to provide more troops to the fighting theaters in the North. Indeed, by mid-July 1862, just 1,158 men remained in the department, less than a third of its strength in the autumn of 1861. The department was organized out of existence on October 7, 1862, when it was annexed by the District of East Florida and the District of Middle Florida.
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Middleburg, Battle of

Start Date: June 17, 1863

End Date: June 19, 1863

Cavalry engagement during the early stages of the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). As the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee moved northward from Virginia toward Pennsylvania in June 1863, its cavalry forces, led by Major General J. E. B. Stuart, screened Lee’s march from Union cavalry to the east. The Union cavalry, led by Brigadier General Alfred Pleasonton, sought to penetrate Stuart’s screen and determine Lee’s location and line of march so that the Army of the Potomac could intercept him. The efforts of the two cavalry commands resulted in a series of clashes in June, among which were several engagements around the village of Middleburg in the Loudoun Valley of northern Virginia.

On June 17 Pleasonton ordered elements of his cavalry corps into the Loudoun Valley between the Shenandoah Valley and the Union forces to the southeast to search for Lee’s forces. While other elements of Pleasonton’s corps were heavily engaged at Aldie, Colonel Alfred Duffié’s 1st Rhode Island Cavalry moved into Middleburg on the afternoon of June 17, displacing Stuart’s headquarters there. The surprised Confederates counterattacked the small, unsupported regiment with elements from three nearby brigades, easily reoccupying Middleburg and capturing much of the Union regiment. Of the 1st Rhode Island’s 275 soldiers, 225 were listed as casualties, although a number of those listed as missing gradually found their way back to Union lines. Confederate losses were perhaps two dozen men.

On June 18 Union cavalry of Brigadier General David Gregg’s division advanced toward and occupied Middleburg. After skirmishing with the Union troopers, Stuart’s forces fell back to a more defensible position west of the village. Late in the day, Gregg withdrew from the town in accordance with orders from Pleasonton.

On the June 19 Gregg again moved against Middleburg. Colonel J. Irvin Gregg’s brigade, supported by Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick’s brigade, advanced directly upon the town. Concurrently, two brigades from Brigadier General John Buford’s division attempted to outflank the Confederate lines by circling to the north of Middleburg. Elements of two Confederate brigades, led by Brigadier General Beverly Robertson and Colonel John Chambliss, held off the Union advance for much of the day, frequently employing their troopers to fight dismounted. After sustained fighting, Union forces compelled the Confederates to withdraw westward. Union casualties numbered around 100; Confederate casualties were likely half that number.

The engagements at Middleburg, along with the clashes at Aldie and Upperville, showed that the Union cavalry was capable of engaging Stuart’s horsemen on equal terms. While the Union cavalry held the field of battle on June 19, Stuart’s men had nevertheless prevented Pleasonton from securing definite information regarding the location of Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia.
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Middle Creek, Battle of

Event Date: January 10, 1862

Important small battle that helped secure Union control of eastern Kentucky in January 1862. Maintaining control of strategically located Kentucky, the Union’s ninth most populous state, was important to President Abraham Lincoln. He had been born there, understood its importance, and insisted that it be kept within the Union. Following the Union victory at the Battle of Ivy Mountain (November 8, 1861), Colonel John S. Williams’s Confederates had left the state. More than a month later, however, Confederate brigadier general Humphrey Marshall, commander of the Army of Southwestern Virginia, led a brigade from Virginia into southeastern Kentucky to recruit. By early January 1862, he had assembled more than 2,000 men at Paintsville on the Big Sandy River northwest of Prestonsburg, although he lacked the resources to properly equip most of the new recruits.

Informed of the Confederate presence, commander of the Union Department of the Ohio Brigadier General Don Carlos Buell at Louisville gave Colonel James Garfield command of the 18th Brigade with about 1,500 men and ordered him to drive Marshall from the state. Garfield’s movement south was slowed by muddy roads, swamps, and streams, but near Paintsville on January 7 the Union cavalry surprised Confederate cavalry breaking camp and routed them but were in turn ambushed. Abandoning Paintsville, the Confederates withdrew to the area of Prestonsburg, where they could avoid an envelopment and protect lines of communication back to Virginia. Garfield arrived in the vicinity on January 9.

At 4:00 a.m. on January 10, Garfield’s men marched one mile south to the mouth of Middle Creek. There they fought off Confederate cavalry before moving west against Marshall’s main body, now in excellent defensive positions west and south of the creek near its forks. The Battle of Middle Creek began at about 1:00 p.m. and continued until about 5:00 p.m., with the Confederates gradually forced to give ground. Marshall then burned his heavier wagons and withdrew southward along the left fork of the creek. Garfield remained on the battlefield burying the dead before retiring to Prestonburg. On January 24, Marshall was ordered to quit Kentucky altogether.

In the Battle of Middle Creek, the Federals suffered 27 casualties, and the Confederates suffered 65 casualties. The battle demonstrated the difficulty of supplying Confederate forces in Kentucky over the mountains from Virginia and also marked the rise of James Garfield, who was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers for the victory. The small Union success at Middle Creek, coupled with the larger Battle of Mill Springs (January 19), secured Union control of eastern Kentucky and led to the Union invasion of Tennessee in February. Union control of Kentucky would not be tested again until General Braxton Bragg’s invasion of the state in the summer and autumn.
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Middle Department, Union

Federal military administrative unit. As the Civil War progressed, the federal government adjusted to the various contingencies by creating, altering, or eliminating territorial commands that exercised administrative and military jurisdiction over a given area. Military divisions were usually divided into departments. On March 22, 1862, the U.S. War Department established the Middle Department to oversee operations in the Mid-Atlantic region from its headquarters in Baltimore. The Middle Department included the states of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware and part of Maryland. In 1863 the newly created state of West Virginia was added briefly, but the department was divided in June 1863 to create the Department of West Virginia.

Military units serving within the area were organized as VIII Corps, which never included more than a few thousand men. Soldiers saw little action in the department but performed valuable services such as protecting Baltimore, Washington, and Harpers Ferry as well as various spots along the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. Department commanders were usually men considered too old for field service, such as Major Generals John A. Dix and John E. Wool; disabled officers such as Major General Robert Schenck; or those who had been relegated to the war’s backwater because of perceived failings in the field, such as Major General Lew Wallace, who led troops from the department in a heroic but hopeless effort to oppose Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early’s Washington Raid (June 28–July 21, 1864).

On July 9, 1864, at Monocacy Junction, Maryland, Wallace, commanding fewer than 7,000 men, confronted Early’s 14,000 men and suffered heavy losses. Although the engagement ended in defeat for Wallace’s ragtag force, it did buy valuable time for Washington’s defense, which by the time Early arrived was significant enough to discourage a major attack. The department was incorporated into the Middle Military Division on August 7. Wallace commanded the department until August 1865, when it was deactivated.
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Middle Military Division, Union

Federal territorial military command created on August 7, 1864, to confront the threat to Washington, D.C., posed by Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early’s forces in the Shenandoah Valley. On June 12, 1864, Confederate general Robert E. Lee dispatched some 14,000 men under Lieutenant General Early to the Shenandoah Valley to protect vital Confederate rail lines and, if possible, relieve some of the pressure on his forces at Richmond and Petersburg. By early July, Early’s army had moved north down the valley, struck the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, menaced communities in Maryland, defeated a small Union force at Monocacy Junction, and carried out a bold advance on the U.S. capital before returning to the valley. Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, after paying limited attention to Early, now decided on a more robust approach.

Because Early’s wide-ranging activities involved four separate military jurisdictions, Grant’s response involved administrative and military contingencies, both of which were addressed with the creation of the Middle Military Division on August 7. The new command brought the Middle Department and the Department of Washington, the Department of the Susquehanna, and the Department of West Virginia under one administrative unit. After some debate and the resolution of issues of seniority, Grant appointed Major General Philip Sheridan, who headed the Army of the Potomac’s Cavalry Corps, to command. The military units assigned to the new division—the Army of the Shenandoah—reflected its conglomerate nature. These included VI Corps and two divisions of cavalry from the Army of the Potomac, two divisions of XIX Corps recently transferred from Louisiana, and the Army of West Virginia, sometimes referred to as VIII Corps, which included one division of cavalry and two of infantry.

Sheridan commanded the division until February 28, 1865, and did so with stunning success, destroying Early’s forces in a number of engagements that constituted Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) and stripping the valley of its material usefulness to the Confederacy. When Sheridan and much of his force returned to the Petersburg front in February 1865, he surrendered command of the division to Brigadier General Alfred T. A. Torbert, who yielded to Major General Winfield Scott Hancock in March. The Middle Military Division was disbanded on June 27, 1865.
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Middle Tennessee, Confederate Army of

Confederate field force formally established on October 28, 1862. The Army of Middle Tennessee was assembled by combining the small cavalry force headed by Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest with the 6,439 men in a corps led by Major General John C. Breckinridge. Both men and their commands met near Murfreesboro, Tennessee, and so this new force was called the Army of Middle Tennessee. Breckinridge’s corps was divided into three brigades. Prior to their meeting, Forrest’s cavalry had been tasked with threatening Nashville during General Braxton Bragg’s invasion of Kentucky. Breckinridge’s corps had already seen considerable service, including the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). Headquartered at Murfreesboro, the army was commanded by Breckinridge.

By December 1, 1862, the Army of Middle Tennessee had been dissolved. By then, Forrest’s cavalry had been attached to Major General Joseph Wheeler’s force, while the force under Breckinridge was reorganized as a division in a corps commanded by Lieutenant General William J. Hardee in the Army of Tennessee.
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Miles, Nelson Appleton

Birth Date: August 8, 1839

Death Date: May 15, 1925

Union officer. Nelson Appleton Miles was born on a farm near Westminster, Massachusetts, on August 8, 1839. After attending public school, in 1856 he moved to Boston, where he worked as a store clerk. Interested in the military, Miles received some instruction from a retired French colonel.

At the outbreak of the Civil War, Miles recruited some 100 men for the 22nd Massachusetts Regiment of Volunteers and was commissioned a first lieutenant. Considered too young for battlefield command, Miles served on the staff of Brigadier General Oliver O. Howard throughout the 1862 Peninsula Campaign. Miles soon demonstrated a natural capacity for battlefield leadership. Wounded in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), he was then appointed lieutenant colonel of the 61st New York Regiment. He fought in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 15–July 1, 1862) and in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he took charge of the 61st New York Regiment when its commander was wounded.

Promoted to colonel, that December Miles was wounded in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). He was wounded a third time during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). For his actions at Chancellorsville, in 1892 he received the Medal of Honor. Miles returned to active duty following the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), assuming command of the 1st Brigade, 1st Division, II Corps, Army of the Potomac, and seeing action in the autumn campaign in Virginia. He participated in the Overland Campaign of 1864, seeing combat in the Battles of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21). For his service there he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers to date from May 12, 1864.

Miles participated in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), where he led both his division and, for a time, II Corps (at the age of 25). He suffered a fourth wound in the Second Battle of Reams Station (August 25, 1864). He also conspicuously engaged in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865).

Following the war, on October 21, 1865, Miles was advanced to major general of volunteers and subsequently received the regular army brevets to major general. For a time he commanded Fort Monroe, Virginia, and thus had responsibility for overseeing the imprisonment of former Confederate president Jefferson Davis. Determined to make the army his career, in the reorganization of 1866 Miles became a colonel and commander of the 40th Infantry Regiment, an African American unit. In 1869 he took command of the 5th Infantry Regiment. Miles saw extensive service in the American West and became renowned as one of the army’s finest commanders in the ensuing Indian Wars. He was largely responsible for quickly ending the Red River War (1874–1875). In 1876 and 1877 he fought in the Sioux Wars and the Nez Perce War, and he took the surrenders of Sioux war chief Crazy Horse and Nez Perce chief Joseph.
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Wounded four times in the Civil War and breveted major general of volunteers, Nelson A. Miles subsequently fought in the Indian Wars and the Spanish-American War. During 1895–1903 he was commanding general of the army. (Library of Congress)

Miles was promoted to brigadier general in the regular army in December 1880. From 1880 to 1885 he commanded the Department of the Columbia, and from 1885 to 1886 he had charge of the Department of the Missouri. In 1886 he took command of the Department of Arizona, overseeing the final surrender of Geronimo and the Chiricahua Apaches in September 1886.

In 1888 Miles took command of the Division of the Pacific. He was promoted to major general in April 1890 and commanded the Department of the Missouri. He had overall charge of the suppression of the Sioux Ghost Dance Uprising but was angered by the bloodshed at Wounded Knee on December 19, 1890.

In 1894 Miles was called upon to employ troops in suppressing the Pullman Strike and then commanded the Department of the East. On October 5, 1895, he succeeded Lieutenant General John M. Schofield as commanding general of the army.

Miles opposed the Spanish-American War, believing that diplomacy could resolve the differences between Spain and the United States. He also held that fighting the war would be best left to the regular army rather than volunteer forces, which he believed should maintain coast defense works in the United States against a possible Spanish attack. Miles was constantly at odds with Secretary of War Russell Alger. Miles opposed a landing of Cuba in the summer during yellow fever season and thought that a landing should be delayed until the Spanish squadron was destroyed.

Once Santiago was secured, Miles received approval to proceed with his own invasion of Puerto Rico, an assignment he had sought early on. He conducted a highly successful campaign in Puerto Rico that was cut short by the armistice of August 12, which denied him the capture of San Juan.

In February 1901 Miles was promoted to lieutenant general. President Theodore Roosevelt, who called Miles a “brave peacock” for his love of excessive uniform display, also crossed swords with Miles, as did Secretary of War Elihu Root, who found Miles in sharp opposition to his plan to create a General Staff and do away with the position of commanding general of the army, substituting for it the new position of chief of staff.

Miles retired from the army on his 64th birthday in 1903. Combative, vain, and ambitious, he was, despite his leadership qualities in battle, a commanding general who displayed little political sense and did not fit in well into the new 20th-century army. In 1917 when the United States entered World War I he offered his services, but the offer was not accepted. In retirement, he wrote articles and several books, including a two-volume memoir. Miles died at Washington, D.C., on May 15, 1925.

JERRY KEENAN AND SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Appomattox Campaign; Davis, Jefferson Finis; Fredericksburg, First Battle of; Overland Campaign; Peninsula Campaign; Petersburg Campaign; Reams Station, Second Battle of; Seven Days’ Campaign; Seven Pines, Battle of; Spotsylvania Court House, Battle of; Wilderness, Battle of the

Further Reading

Cosmas, Graham. An Army for Empire: The United States Army in the Spanish-American War. College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1998.

DeMontravel, Peter R. A Hero to His Fighting Men: Nelson A. Miles, 1839–1925. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 1998.

Johnson, Virginia. The Unregimented General: A Biography of Nelson A. Miles. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1962.

Miles, Nelson A. Personal Recollections and Observations of General Nelson A. Miles. 2 vols. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992.

Wooster, Robert. Nelson A. Miles and the Twilight of the Frontier Army. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1993.

_______________________

Miles, William Porcher

Birth Date: July 4, 1822

Death Date: May 11, 1899

Lawyer, teacher, and influential South Carolina politician. Born on July 4, 1822, in Walterboro, South Carolina, William Porcher Miles graduated from the College of Charleston in 1842. He studied law and opened a practice in Charleston. However, shortly afterward he accepted a post as assistant professor of mathematics at his alma mater. In 1855 he resigned from this post to become the mayor of Charleston, defeating the Know-Nothing Party candidate. Two years later Miles served in the U.S. House of Representatives, speaking frequently on the right of secession until December 13, 1860, when he resigned upon the election of Abraham Lincoln as president.

Returning to Charleston, Miles chaired the South Carolina Secession Convention and afterward served on the Foreign Affairs Committee. In February 1861 he attended the Montgomery Convention as a delegate and served in the Provisional Confederate Congress, where he advocated term limits on the office of president and vice president. He also chaired the Committee on the Flag and Seal that adopted the Stars and Bars as the national Confederate States of America flag.

Miles returned to Charleston, where he volunteered to serve as an aide to Confederate brigadier general P. G. T. Beauregard. Commissioned a colonel in the Confederate Army, Miles was sent by Beauregard on April 11, 1861, to persuade U.S. Army major Robert Anderson at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor to surrender the facility. When Anderson refused, Confederate forces began a bombardment of Fort Sumter on April 12, beginning the Civil War. Once the bombardment had ceased, Miles returned to Sumter on April 14 to negotiate surrender terms. Miles served on Beauregard’s staff during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). With the Confederate victory there, Miles’s military service ended, and he returned to Charleston to take up politics again.

Elected to the Confederate Congress in the winter of 1862, Miles served as Charleston’s representative throughout the war. As chairman of the House Military Affairs Committee, he staunchly supported the conscription acts and was an advocate for a centrally organized army. He worked diligently in procuring heavy artillery for the defense of Charleston and was a strong supporter of Beauregard. Even though Miles supported most of President Jefferson Davis’s policies and was indeed a close friend, he opposed the president’s railroad grants and the establishment of a Confederate Supreme Court.

In 1863 Miles married into wealth, and after the war he lived for 15 years in luxury at his wife’s family plantation at Oakridge, Virginia, where he entertained lavishly and put together an extensive rare book collection. In 1880 he accepted the presidency of the University of South Carolina, but 2 years later he resigned to move to Burnside, Louisiana, to manage his father-in-law’s plantations.

A strong opponent of the Republican Party, Miles lectured frequently but remained out of electoral politics. He died near Burnside, Louisiana, on May 11, 1899. At the time of his death, he was one of the wealthiest sugar planters in the state.
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Miles Court of Inquiry

Event Date: August 21, 1861

Court of inquiry convened against Union Army colonel Dixon S. Miles regarding his behavior and conduct during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). During the battle, Miles commanded the 5th Division under Brigadier General Irvin McDowell. Miles had been sick during the days leading up to the engagement and had been prescribed brandy as a palliative by a local physician. This exacerbated his penchant for heavy drinking, however.

On the day of the battle, Miles’s men were held in reserve. Miles himself remained largely at his headquarters in Centreville and by all accounts became more inebriated as the day progressed. As the Union right flank began to collapse, one of McDowell’s staff officers rode to Centreville to alert Miles of the developments. Miles dismissed the warning, and later in the afternoon a subordinate reported Miles’s condition to Colonel Israel B. Richardson, who in turn informed McDowell. McDowell immediately relieved Miles and placed Richardson in charge of his division. When informed of the command change, Miles became belligerent and threatened to have Richardson arrested.

Several days later Richardson brought charges against Miles, accusing him of drunkenness. When the resulting court of inquiry met on August 21, the panel determined that Miles’s condition was related to his illness and refused to order a court-martial proceeding. Instead, Miles was given a warning and suspended for eight months, but no other measures were taken against him. Some historians have since asserted that Miles was given a pass chiefly because the First Battle of Bull Run had been such a dismal failure, and a court-martial would only have heightened public awareness of this fact. When Miles was killed on September 16, 1862, during the Antietam Campaign, some suspected that he had been inebriated then as well.
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Military Bands

Bands were employed by both the Union Army and the Confederate Army during the Civil War, sometimes on the battlefield. At the start of the war in 1861, both armies had regulations stipulating that a military band be made available for each regiment upon its commanding officer’s request. It soon became clear, however, with the increasing size of both armies that providing a band for every regiment would be logistically and fiscally impossible.
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A Union Army regimental fife-and-drum corps during the Civil War. (National Archives)

The size of bands varied, but almost all included brass, percussion, and woodwinds. Each band also had at least two saxhorns, valved brass instruments with backward-facing bells that sounded like baritone horns but were usually played in the treble clef. The saxhorn gave military bands a unique sound and ensured that the music could be heard from some distance.

In December 1861, the Union War Department estimated that it could save as much as $5 million by eliminating military bands. This suggestion did not go over well with the troops, however, and the existing bands were not disbanded. However, in the summer of 1862, many Union bands were consolidated and downsized. The War Department accomplished this by giving military band members in volunteer regimental bands the option to join the combat ranks or join brigade-sized bands. Most chose the latter option. Musicians were organized into squads and trained as infantrymen and were commanded by the chief musician, usually a noncommissioned officer. While bands sometimes provided music or drum drills during battles, most musicians also doubled as messengers, medics, stretcher bearers, or hospital aides. Union bands usually numbered 16 men each for mounted units or 24 men in the case of infantry. Pay was $40 to $45 per month for a band chief and about $17 per month for a regular player.

The Confederacy never officially reduced the size of or consolidated bands during the war, although severe manpower restrictions effectively limited their use. The composition and organization of Confederate bands was similar to Union bands. The pay was considerably less than that of Union musicians, however. Band chiefs averaged about $21 per month, while line players earned only about $12 per month.

Several military bands became well known during the war, including the 7th New York Regimental Band and the U.S. Marine Corps Band, considered the finest U.S. military band in the United States today. Noted Confederate bands included the 26th North Carolina Regimental Band and the 5th Virginia Regimental Band, which had previously been a civilian band known as the Mountain Saxhorn Band, based in Staunton, Virginia.
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Military Education

During the two decades preceding the Civil War, there was great expansion of military education in the United States, particularly in the South. After the establishment of the nation’s first state-supported military school, the Virginia Military Institute (VMI), in 1839, some 96 military colleges were founded throughout the slaveholding states between 1840 and 1860. All of this, of course, postdates by several decades the founding of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1802. The North, which was home to the nation’s oldest private military college, the American Literary, Scientific and Military Academy (ALSMA) at Norwich, Vermont, did not embrace military education to the same extent as did the South and only established 12 such schools during this time period.

Many well-known Civil War generals spent part of their prewar careers involved in military education. Among them were Robert E. Lee (superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy), William T. Sherman (superintendent of the Louisiana State Seminary and Military Academy), and Thomas J. Jackson (faculty member at VMI).

The state institutions were typically founded for civic betterment: to provide teachers, engineers, and other professionals for their respective states. But when the Civil War began in 1861, the exposure of these graduates to military drill and discipline made them of immense utility to both the Union Army and the Confederate Army.

Rising sectional tensions during the 1850s encouraged the establishment of more military schools and induced civilian institutions to teach courses in military studies and create drill companies among student bodies. Some schools, such as the University of Alabama, converted completely to military institutions. In 1859, the VMI Corps of Cadets served as the escort detail for Virginia governor Henry Wise at the execution of abolitionist John Brown. VMI superintendent Francis H. Smith gave the final command at the gallows. In the first action of the Civil War, on January 9, 1861, cadets from the South Carolina Military Academy (SCMA), later renamed the Citadel, manning four 24-pounder guns on Morris Island, fired 17 shots at and drove off the federal supply ship Star of the West, which was endeavoring to bring supplies to Fort Sumter. The cadets also participated in the actual attack on the fort on April 12, 1861.

Once the South seceded from the Union, several Confederate state governors called upon their military schools to provide cadets to train the thousands of raw recruits of state military forces in basic drill and tactics. Meanwhile, at West Point, numerous Southerners resigned their cadetships to enlist in the Confederate Army. Once the recruit training concluded, many of the South’s military schools, much like their civilian counterparts, closed indefinitely as both students and faculty departed to join Confederate forces. Others remained open, as state governors justified maintaining their existence by identifying the institutions as training academies for future Confederate officers and using the well-trained corps of cadets as reserve military forces for the state. The South also opened a naval academy at Drewry’s Bluff on the James River.

Statistics do not exist to account for all Southern military school alumni and their service, but statistics available for more famous institutions provide an example for their contributions overall. The SCMA provided 193 men to the Confederate armies, primarily officers, including 4 generals and 19 colonels. Ninety-four percent of VMI’s 876 living prewar alumni and nearly 900 former cadets from classes during the war participated in the Civil War, contributing 18 generals, 91 colonels, and 738 junior officers to the Confederate Army. At the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Lieutenant General Thomas J. Jackson noted the number of VMI alumni commanding units in his assault and commented to an aide that “The Institute will be heard from today.” This overwhelming participation also led to many casualties among military school alumni. The SCMA lost some 49 former students killed, while VMI had approximately 171 killed in action. Nearly 750 alumni of the ALSMA served the Union Army, with nearly 50 killed in battle.

Military schools that remained open during the war contended with constricted supplies and funding, restless students, and occasionally matriculants enrolled solely to avoid conscription. Occasionally, local commanders mobilized cadets to search for deserters or to deter potential slave uprisings in nearby communities.

Graduates from West Point had by far the most profound impact on the leadership of both the Union Army and the Confederate Army, with more than 260 alumni serving the former and 640 serving the latter, including the most famous commanders of the conflict such as Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grant, William T. Sherman, and Thomas J. Jackson. West Point, like Southern military schools, remained open during the war but endured similar difficulties in maintaining full student enrollments and faculties. Lack of qualified faculty and the allure of volunteer commissions led to a dramatic increase in failures and resignations during the war years. Academy administrators even thwarted a congressional proposal to abolish the school in 1863.

As manpower shortages ravaged the Confederate ranks and as Union forces plunged deeper into the Southern heartland, several military schools were called to serve in combat. The most famous of these instances occurred on May 15, 1864, when cadets from VMI helped turn back a Union force at the Battle of New Market. Ten cadets died during the engagement. Cadets from the SCMA and the Georgia Military Institute also distinguished themselves in fighting during the war.

In spite of their contributions on the battlefield, cadets could do little to protect their institutions from invading Union armies. Throughout 1864 and 1865, nearly every Southern military school still in operation was destroyed or severely vandalized by marauding Union troops. Displaced Corps of Cadets attached themselves to larger Confederate armies to fight out the rest of the war or disbanded altogether.

After the surrender at Appomattox on April 9, 1865, only VMI would reopen immediately, albeit under destitute conditions, and maintain its military character. The SCMA was forced to close and did not reopen again until 1882. The University of Alabama and the Louisiana State Seminary and Military Academy (renamed Louisiana State University) would become civilian institutions. Schools such as the GMI, the Hillsboro Military Academy, and the North Carolina Military Institute would eventually reopen.

The Southern military school tradition, however, would be revived after the war with the implementation of the Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act of 1862, in which state land grant universities in the former Confederate states, such as Texas A&M University, Clemson University, and Auburn University, would all create Corps of Cadets and take on a military structure.
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Military Manuals

The beginning of the Civil War caught the U.S. Army in a state of transition, as developments in recent European conflicts such as the Crimean War (1853–1856) had revealed dramatic changes in the nature of warfare. From the time of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) through the start of the Civil War in 1861, American military officers authored a number of tactical manuals that were adopted by the army. Much of the American system of training and tactical instruction was influenced by the French, and when the war erupted in April 1861, general officers on both sides of the Mason-Dixon Line had been trained in the same tactics and regulations.

Henry Halleck’s military manual Elements of Military Art and Science, first published in 1846, stressed the importance of fortification and was standard reading at the time. Also standard was the main text at the U.S. Military Academy, An Elementary Treatise on Advance Guard, Out-Post, and Detachment Service of Troops (1847). written by Halleck’s professor Dennis Hart Mahan.

From 1860 to 1865, dozens of manuals that covered almost every conceivable aspect of military art and science were published by the U.S. government as well as publishers in New York, Philadelphia, and elsewhere. Printers in Richmond, Virginia, and Charleston, South Carolina, among other places, simply reprinted Union manuals for use by the Confederate armed forces. This was certainly true of the naval ordnance regulations. While some manuals were officially adopted for use by the respective governments, many others were used on a regional and individual basis, making a comprehensive list almost impossible to enumerate.

For the infantry branch of service, the most important manual in 1861 was future Confederate lieutenant general William J. Hardee’s Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics (1855), which was widely used throughout the South. Brigadier General Silas Casey updated Hardee’s manual with his Infantry Tactics (1862), which became the primary manual in the North. Casey’s manual was updated to include the introduction of rifled muskets, Hardee’s older work having been based on smoothbore muskets. William Gilham’s Manual of Instruction (1861) was the text of choice for many units, North and South.

Colonel Philip St. George Cooke published his Cavalry Tactics in 1862. This became the bible for Union mounted units. For the artillery, the main book of instruction quickly became the 1860 Revised Instruction for Field Artillery, written by three junior army officers—Henry Hunt, William F. Barry, and William H. French—all of whom became generals during the war. John Gibbon’s The Artillerist’s Manual (1860) was also widely read.

Naval officers could read Lieutenant Stephen B. Luce’s Seamanship (1863), which became the general guide for such purposes until 1898. They also used Commander Foxhall A. Parker’s Squadron Tactics under Steam (1864) and Commander James H. Ward’s older Manual of Naval Tactics (1859).

In addition to the manuals cited above, a plethora of other books covered everything including bayonet drills (written by George B. McClellan); the role of chaplains, paymasters, medical doctors, and quartermasters; outpost duty; two handbooks for soldiers from privates to generals authored by August V. Kautz; and the ubiquitous Revised Regulations, which was often read aloud in camp to ensure that the men understood military laws and regulations.
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Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States

Patriotic Union veterans’ organization founded on April 15, 1865, by a group of Philadelphia-area army officers. Although the genesis for the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States (MOLLUS) dates to early April 1865, the April 14 assassination of President Abraham Lincoln provided the immediate impetus for its founding. At the time, many Americans were concerned that the assassination was part of a larger plot to bring down the federal government or perhaps even to renew the Civil War. Three veteran officers are credited with founding MOLLUS with the intent of preserving the U.S. government: Lieutenant Colonel Samuel B. W. Mitchell, Lieutenant Colonel Thomas E. Zell, and Captain Peter D. Keyser. These men and other early MOLLUS members would also be involved in Lincoln’s funeral cortege.

Meeting in Philadelphia on April 15, 1865, the officers drafted a constitution and devised bylaws, which were loosely based on the post–Revolutionary War Society of the Cincinnati. The organization was open to all Union army, navy, and marine officers who had participated in the Civil War. It was also open to descendants of these men. The first open meeting of Philadelphia members was held on April 20; on May 31, the first general meeting was held in Philadelphia, where members chose the official name of the organization.

The bylaws of MOLLUS created a national headquarters as well as state and local chapters, known as commanderies. Members pledged themselves to preserve wartime memories and commemorate events, strengthen the ties of fellowship among them, provide for children and widows of deceased members, advocate for the general welfare of soldiers and sailors, and, above all, pledge loyalty to the U.S. government and protect it from internal insurrection. The organization also pledged to advance the research and writing on Civil War campaigns and battles.

At its zenith, MOLLUS counted some 12,000 Civil War officers, including prominent commanders such as Ulysses S. Grant, William T. Sherman, and Philip Sheridan. Today MOLLUS continues, with 19 commanderies throughout the country.
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Military Telegraph Service, U.S.

U.S. Army organization created in October 1861. The U.S. Military Telegraph Service (USMTS) was staffed and equipped to enable timely administrative, logistic, strategic, and tactical communications via electric telegraph during the Civil War. Civil War military leaders early on recognized the capability of the telegraph to facilitate the rapid exchange of information for conducting military operations. When the war began, the U.S. government assumed control of all telegraph lines leading into Washington, D.C. In October 1861 the USMTS, a civilian-staffed bureau attached to the Army Quartermaster Corps, was established to more effectively manage telegraph operations. Its personnel were civilian employees so that they would not be subject to arbitrary orders by military officers, and although technically under the quartermaster general, they were in practice under the direct control of Secretary of War Edwin L. Stanton. The few USMTS supervisors, however, were commissioned as quartermaster officers so they could receive and distribute funds and property.
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Sabotage of a telegraph wire during the Civil War. An individual is cutting the wire and then connecting the ends in such manner that the point at which the connection is broken cannot be detected from the ground. (National Archives)

Anson Stager, general superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph Company, was appointed colonel and chief of the USMTS in February 1862. Stager, who remained at his post throughout the war, promptly developed a plan for an integrated service, with telegraph lines going to the headquarters of every major army command. To ensure security, codes and ciphers were developed to encrypt messages. Only USMTS operators had access to the keys, and they often found themselves having to deny access to senior officers, who viewed the operators with suspicion.

By the end of 1862, there was a total of 3,571 miles of telegraph line within the USMTS system. The service also employed linemen, wagon masters, foremen, battery keepers, and others who helped the telegraphers do their jobs. As armies moved, wire had to be put up and taken down, which often resulted in casualties among the men engaged in that work. By 1864, military commanders had grown to depend upon the USMTS to help command and control their armies. At the end of the war, the USMTS consisted of about 1,200 employees who operated 15,389 miles of telegraph line and handled more than 6.5 million messages, transmitting nearly instantaneous information regarding military operations from the battlefield to Washington, D.C.
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Miller, Stephen

Birth Date: January 7, 1816

Death Date: August 18, 1881

Union officer and governor of Minnesota (1864–1866). Stephen Miller was born on January 7, 1816, in Carroll, Pennsylvania, and held a variety of jobs before becoming an editor of a Whig newspaper in Philadelphia in 1853. In 1858 he relocated to St. Cloud, Minnesota, where he was engaged in commercial endeavors. In April 1861 Miller was named lieutenant colonel of the 1st Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment. He saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21, 1861). He then participated in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Appointed colonel of the new 7th Minnesota in August 1862, he was sent to Minnesota, where he helped quell the Minnesota Sioux Uprising and directed the mass hanging of 38 Sioux warriors at Mankato in December 1862. Miller saw no more combat, although he was advanced to brigadier general on October 26, 1863. He returned to Minnesota, where he was elected governor on the Republican ticket in 1863. He served from January 1864, at which time he resigned his army commission, until January 1866. A strong advocate of the Union war effort, he supported the Abraham Lincoln administration while championing higher education at home. Before leaving office, Miller passionately urged the Minnesota legislature to adopt black suffrage, which proved unsuccessful.

In 1871 Miller began a career with the St. Paul & Sioux City Railroad and sat in the Minnesota House of Representatives (1873–1875). He died at his home in Worthington, Minnesota, in August 18, 1881.
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Miller, William

Birth Date: August 3, 1820

Death Date: August 8, 1909

Confederate officer. William Miller was born on August 3, 1820, in Ithaca, New York, but grew up in Louisiana. He studied at Louisiana College and afterward read law. Miller joined the army as a volunteer during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and served under Major General Zachary Taylor in northern Mexico. After the war Miller settled in Pensacola, Florida, where he became an attorney and operated a sawmill.

When the Civil War began, Miller, commissioned a major, raised a battalion of volunteers that later merged with the depleted 1st Florida Infantry Regiment; he became colonel on August 15, 1862. He subsequently saw much action during the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). During the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862), Miller’s brigade commander, Brigadier General John C. Brown, fell wounded, and Miller took temporary command of the brigade, performing well.

On the final day of the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), Miller, now commanding the 1st and 3rd Florida Consolidated regiment, led his men on a daring but costly charge on Union positions. As his troops pursued the fleeing Federals off of high ground, they were raked by Union artillery fire from across Stones River. Miller was badly wounded in the hand in the melee but refused to leave the field before the engagement was over. He then returned to Pensacola to recuperate.

When Miller was well enough, he was placed in command of Confederate conscription in southern Florida as well as in Alabama. Promoted to brigadier general on August 2, 1864, he was soon given charge of reserve forces in Florida. He also headed the District of Florida, a largely administrative position. Miller remained in Florida until war’s end and surrendered in Tallahassee, where he was paroled on May 21, 1865.

Postbellum, Miller resumed his timber business and also became involved in farming. After spending three terms in the Florida legislature, he retired to Washington County, Florida, where he died on August 8, 1909.
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Miller’s The Photographic History of the Civil War
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Milligan, Lambdin Purdy

Birth Date: March 24, 1812

Death Date: December 21, 1899

Indiana Copperhead (Peace Democrat) whose 1864 trial before a military commission for alleged treasonous activities precipitated an important post–Civil War U.S. Supreme Court ruling. Born on March 24, 1812, in Belmont County, Ohio, Lambdin P. Milligan first worked as a schoolteacher before being admitted to the bar in 1835. Married the same year, he practiced law in Ohio until 1845, when he moved to Huntington County in northern Indiana.

A successful lawyer and farmer by the outset of the Civil War, Milligan ventured into politics as the war progressed. Although serving as chairman of his county’s Democratic committee and considered an able speaker for the Democratic Party, he failed in his attempts to garner nominations to the U.S. Congress and the Indiana governorship in 1862 and 1864, respectively. These disappointments were tempered by his service as a delegate to the 1864 Democratic National Convention. His electioneering failures can partly be attributed to a lack of political instincts and skill. But it was Milligan’s political stance that eventually drove him to clash with Union military authorities.

A states’ rights proponent, Milligan fostered a deep distrust of President Abraham Lincoln and his wartime decisions to blockade Confederate ports, suspend the writ of habeas corpus, and order military operations without congressional approval. Milligan’s background as a farmer also led him to distrust New England and its commercial base and thus equate the South’s economic interests with those of Indiana and the other midwestern states. Milligan’s speeches against both the war and Lincoln’s abrogation of personal liberties soon attracted the attention of federal authorities. These activities and Milligan’s cursory involvement with the Order of American Knights, a secret society of Democratic extremists against the war, eventually led to his 1864 arrest, trial, and death sentence by a military commission for inciting insurrection and aiding the enemy.

The U.S. Supreme Court heard Milligan’s challenge to the military trial’s constitutionality in the 1866 case Ex Parte Milligan. In that ruling, the Court quashed Milligan’s conviction, arguing that trials of civilians before military commissions were impermissible in an area where civil courts were still operating. Set free, Milligan returned to Huntington County and rebuilt his law practice. He died there on December 21, 1899.
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Milliken’s Bend, Battle of

Event Date: June 7, 1863

Engagement of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Milliken’s Bend is located in northeastern Louisiana on the western side of the Mississippi River across from Vicksburg, Mississippi. The Battle of Milliken’s Bend ensued as Confederate forces west of the Mississippi River attempted to cut Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s supply lines as his army besieged Vicksburg.

In early June 1863, Confederate president Jefferson Davis instructed Trans-Mississippi Department commander Lieutenant General Edmund Kirby Smith to attempt to sever the Union supply line to Vicksburg. Grant had only recently shifted his supply line to the east bank of the Mississippi. Unaware of this development, Smith ordered Major General John G. Walker to employ his division in the attempt. Although Walker would have preferred an attack on the Union garrison at New Orleans, he proceeded down the Red River from Alexandria to the Ouachita, then north to the village of Richmond. Arriving there on June 6, Walker detached Brigadier General Henry E. McCulloch’s brigade to proceed north and attack the Union garrison at the village of Milliken’s Bend. A second brigade proceeded south to Young’s Point.
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Sketch of the Battle of Milliken’s Bend, Louisiana, fought on June 7, 1863. African American Union troops distinguished themselves in the Union defeat of a Confederate effort to cut Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s supply line to Vicksburg. (Library of Congress)

McCulloch set off with his brigade of roughly 1,550 men, consisting of the 16th, 17th, and 19th Texas Infantry Regiments and the 16th Texas Dismounted Cavalry Regiment. Just before dawn on June 7, McCulloch drew up his brigade in line of battle facing 1,300 Union troops entrenched behind a levee with their backs to the Mississippi River. In front of the levee there was a thick hedge with gaps cut in it to provide the defenders with a clear field of fire.

The Union defenders consisted of the 9th and 11th Louisiana Infantry Regiments and the 1st Mississippi Infantry Regiment, all newly raised African American regiments, along with the 23rd Iowa Regiment. Colonel Hermann Lieb had command. Most of his men were armed with antiquated smoothbore muskets.

In the predawn darkness on June 7, McCulloch’s Texans started forward. As they reached the dense hedge, the defenders unleashed a withering volley, but the Texans continued to push forward through the hedge, over the levee, and into the ranks of Union troops. Fierce hand-to-hand fighting ensued as the men on both sides used bayonets and muskets as clubs. Finally, the Union troops broke and ran to transports positioned along the riverbank. The Texans attempted to follow, but the Union ironclad Choctaw and the timberclad Lexington fired more than 100 shells into the Confederate positions, causing McCulloch to withdraw.

Union losses in the engagement amounted to 101 killed, 285 wounded, and 266 missing or captured for a total of 652 casualties, or half of the brigade. However, these numbers are somewhat misleading, because many of the missing later returned. By contrast, the Confederates suffered 44 killed, 131 wounded, and 10 captured, for a total of 185.

There were reports of acts of brutality toward surrendering African American troops by the Texans, although the Confederates denied this. Grant and others in the North praised the African American soldiers, who performed well despite their inexperience. Their actions helped advance the cause of black troops in the Union Army. In any case, this Confederate effort to relieve Vicksburg was a failure.
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Mill Springs, Battle of

Event Date: January 19, 1862

Early engagement in the struggle to control Kentucky, also known as the Battle of Logan’s Cross Roads. In late November 1861, Confederate brigadier general Felix K. Zollicoffer advanced 70 miles from Cumberland Gap into Kentucky to Mill Springs. His superior, Major General George B. Crittenden, realizing that Zollicoffer was in a dangerous position, crossed the Cumberland River to join him. Union brigadier general George H. Thomas was then ordered to move against the Confederates from Lebanon, Kentucky, and drive them back across the Cumberland. Thomas arrived at Logan’s Cross Roads on January 17, where he waited the arrival of troops under Brigadier General Albin F. Schoepf from Somerset.

Unable to withdraw across the rain-swollen Cumberland, Crittenden decided to attack Thomas, some 10 miles distant, before Schoepf could come up. Crittenden had perhaps 5,900 men, while Thomas had some 4,400. It was the second-largest engagement fought in Kentucky during the war.

The Confederates marched six hours during the night in rain and mud to arrive at the Union position and attack at about 6:30 a.m. on January 19, 1862. Many of their old flintlock muskets were useless in the bad weather, but the men gave a good account of themselves nonetheless. Zollicoffer, conspicuous in a white rubber raincoat, mistakenly approached a Union regiment (the 4th Kentucky Infantry) that he believed to be Confederates firing on their own men and was reportedly shot and killed by its commander, Colonel Speed S. Fry. Crittenden was able to restore the line, but the battle was decided in favor of the Union when the 9th Ohio Regiment turned the Confederate left flank.

The retreat that followed became a rout, and Crittenden was forced to abandon 12 guns, 150 wagons, a considerable amount of equipment, and his dead and wounded at his Beech Grove encampment. The battle claimed 533 Confederate casualties, including 120 dead; Union losses were 246 (39 killed). Although the remaining Confederates managed to get across the Cumberland that night by steamboat, they did not halt until they reached Chestnut Mound near Murfreesboro, leaving Union troops in control of Kentucky.
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Milroy, Robert Huston

Birth Date: June 11, 1816

Death Date: March 29, 1890

Union officer. Robert Huston Milroy was born on June 11, 1816, outside Salem, Indiana. He graduated from the American Literary, Scientific, and Military Academy (Norwich University) in 1843. Milroy saw combat as a captain of Indiana volunteers during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and then studied law at Indiana University. Thereafter he practiced law and briefly served as a judge.

In early 1861 Milroy recruited his own militia regiment, which was mustered into U.S. service on April 27, 1861, as the 9th Indiana Infantry. Milroy served as its colonel. A three-month regiment, the 9th Indiana was stationed in western Virginia and reenlisted in August. On September 3, Milroy was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers and held command of the Cheat Mountain District in western Virginia. As such, he participated in Confederate major general Thomas J. Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and then took part in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). Milroy was promoted to major general of volunteers on November 29, 1862, and given command of the Upper Potomac Division (VIII Corps) in the Middle Department.

Headquartered at Winchester, Milroy was responsible for safeguarding the northern Shenandoah Valley. On the first day of the Second Battle of Winchester (June 13–15, 1863) during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), Confederate forces under Lieutenant General Richard Ewell prepared to assault Milroy’s command, with vanguard units probing later in the day. On June 14, Ewell positioned his forces so they could envelop Winchester; his attack began at 6:00 that evening. Milroy, who commanded some 6,900 men, was aware of the Confederate presence but was caught off guard by the size of the attack force of 20,000 men. His troops eventually buckled, and too late the commander ordered a retreat. Early on June 15, Ewell’s men, expecting a Union retreat, decimated the Union columns as they tried to withdraw. Union losses were staggering, with Milroy’s command sustaining 3,801 casualties (including 3,358 captured/missing), 23 cannon captured, and 300 supply wagons seized.

Milroy’s role in the debacle at Winchester resulted in a court of inquiry, which did not hold him responsible for the defeat. Nevertheless, he never again held a field command and finished the war in administrative and garrison duties in Tennessee. On July 26, 1865, Milroy resigned his commission and returned to Indiana, where he engaged in legal and business pursuits. He became a U.S. Indian agent in Olympia, Washington, in 1872 and died there on March 29, 1890.
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Milton, John

Birth Date: April 20, 1807

Death Date: April 1, 1865

Governor of Florida (1861–1865). Born in Louisville, Georgia, on April 20, 1807, John Milton attended the University of Georgia. Around 1825, he was admitted to the Georgia bar and opened a law practice in Columbus. Milton served as a volunteer captain in the Second Seminole War from 1835 to 1837. After moving to Jackson County, Florida, in 1846, he managed a successful plantation, amassing thousands of acres of farmland.

Drawn to politics by his wealth and community standing, Milton became a Democratic state presidential elector in 1848 and a state senator in 1850. After securing his state’s Democratic nomination for governor, Milton attended the Florida Secession Convention in January 1861. After the convention voted for secession, he was elected governor on October 7 and took office in October 1861.

Believing that his predecessor, Governor Madison Starke Perry, had rushed into secession without having first developed a sound strategy to prepare the state for conflict, Milton did everything he could to organize Florida’s war effort. But after the Confederate War Department took control of Florida’s volunteer army in 1862, it transferred most soldiers to more pressing battlefronts outside the state. Milton was now unable to adequately defend Florida against Union invasion, and during 1862–1864 northeastern Florida fell under Union occupation four separate times. Only a few small but effective Confederate cavalry patrols and the Union defeat at the Battle of Olustee (February 20, 1864) kept the state from Union control.

Extremely cooperative with the Confederate War Department, Milton refrained from using the states’ rights philosophy to challenge central orders and requisitions. He helped finance the war with repeated printings of state treasury bonds, and he convinced Florida planters to grow food to help feed Confederate soldiers rather than produce cash crops, such as cotton. Exhausted and discouraged by the course of events, Milton returned to his plantation shortly before the war’s end. On April 1, 1865, he committed suicide.
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Mine Creek, Battle of

Event Date: October 25, 1864

The second in a series of three battles fought on the same day during Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). Price had suffered a major defeat in the Battle of Westport (October 23, 1864) in present-day Kansas City, Missouri. Now greatly outnumbered and with Union forces closing in from different directions, he was forced to disengage and began a long retreat to Confederate territory. Price’s Army of Missouri was bringing along 500 wagons loaded with supplies that were desperately needed by the Confederacy.

Price headed south along the Kansas-Missouri state line, while Union major general Alfred Pleasonton pursued with his Provisional Cavalry Division of the Department of the Missouri. Pleasonton caught up with Price at a place known as Trading Post on the Marais des Cygnes River 60 miles south of Westport early on October 25. Although outnumbered, before dawn Colonels Frederick Benteen and John F. Philips attacked the Confederates with their two brigades before dawn. Price was able to get most of his wagons and men across the river but lost some wagons, two guns, and approximately 100 men taken prisoner.

The Union cavalrymen then crossed the river themselves. Later that same morning, six miles to the south the Union troopers came on the Confederates fording rain-swollen Mine Creek in Linn County. Anticipating a Union attack, Price had established a defensive position north of the stream with Brigadier General James F. Fagan’s division on the left and Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke’s division on the right, supported by eight guns. Brigadier General William L. Cabell’s brigade formed up on the south side of the creek in reserve. Price himself proceeded with the main wagon train and the rest of his force toward Fort Scott, hoping to capture that Union post and its valuable stores.

In the ensuing Battle of Mine Creek, also known as the Battle of the Osage, some 2,600 Federals faced perhaps 7,000 Confederates. As both sides remained mounted, the ensuing engagement was one of the largest cavalry encounters of the war. Benteen charged the Confederate center, and Philips hit the left flank. Mass confusion reigned, as many of Price’s men were wearing captured Union uniforms; indeed, Confederate general Marmaduke was captured when he attempted to rally what he assumed to be a group of Confederates but who turned out to be Union soldiers. Cabell was also taken prisoner. The shock of the Union attack plus superior firepower—the two brigades were armed with breech-loading carbines, while the Confederates had muzzleloaders—carried the day. The Confederates suffered some 1,200 casualties, nearly 1,000 of them prisoners. The Confederates also lost a number of their guns. Union casualties totaled about 100.

Benteen and Philips continued their pursuit, with yet another battle occurring that same afternoon at the Marmiton River.
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Mine Run Campaign

Start Date: November 26, 1863

End Date: December 2, 1863

Unsuccessful campaign by the Union Army of the Potomac in northern Virginia. The Mine Run Campaign occurred from November 26 to December 1, 1863, and resulted in several minor engagements but no significant pitched battles.

In the autumn of 1863, both General Robert E. Lee, commanding the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, and Major General George G. Meade, commanding the Union Army of the Potomac, sought to outmaneuver the other. This action resulted in the Second Battle of Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Battle of Rappahannock Station (November 7, 1863). By mid-November, Lee’s army was entrenched along the Rapidan River, while Meade’s force was centered at Brandy Station to the north. Lee commanded about 50,000 troops, while Meade had about 80,000.

Under pressure from the Abraham Lincoln administration to move against Lee, Meade hoped to outflank Lee’s entrenchments. Meade was determined to outflank Lee to the east, crossing fords on the Rapidan that Lee had left unguarded. Following delays caused by bad weather, Union troops commenced crossing the Rapidan on November 26. By the end of the day, the lead divisions had not succeeded in advancing as far as planned because of poor weather and difficult terrain.

Meanwhile, Lee had realized that a Union advance was imminent, but he remained uncertain whether his army or the Confederate capital of Richmond was the Union target. As Lee moved his divisions eastward to meet the advancing Union forces, heavy skirmishing broke out on November 27. Neither side could gain an advantage in the fighting, however. On the northern end of the Union line, Major General William French’s III Corps had the opportunity to strike at the Confederate left flank, but the inept French halted his advance while he sought to determine which road to take. Major General Edward Johnson’s division of Confederate infantry, although significantly outnumbered, then counterattacked French’s corps and ended the threat. At the end of the day, the Confederates withdrew to higher ground behind Mine Run.

On November 28 Meade’s army moved forward until it encountered the main Confederate line. Rather than mount a costly frontal attack, Meade chose to outflank the Confederate entrenchments the next day with Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s II Corps. Again the terrain and the weather complicated the maneuver. Warren finally arrived on the Confederate right flank, but night fell before an assault could be launched.

Meade planned a massive assault on both flanks of Lee’s army for the morning of November 30, but just prior to the assault, Warren cancelled the attack after determining the strength of the now formidably entrenched Confederates. Meade was then forced to cancel the assault on the other flank. Meade withdrew his army back across the Rapidan River the next day, December 1, thereby avoiding the attack that Lee had planned to launch on December 2.

Throughout the campaign and battle, the bitter cold and rain, along with the rugged terrain, slowed movements and helped to prevent either side from gaining an advantage. Total casualties in the Mine Run Campaign numbered some 1,600 for the Union and more than 800 for the Confederates.
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Minié, Claude-Étienne

Birth Date: February 13, 1804

Death Date: December 14, 1879

French Army officer who invented the bullet that bears his name and revolutionized warfare. Born on February 13, 1804, in Paris, France, Claude-Étienne Minié joined the French Army and served in the Chasseurs d’Afrique in North Africa.

It had long been known that rifling in the bore of a firearm imparted spin to the bullet and thus far greater accuracy, but the bullet had to be virtually the same size as the bore in order to grip the rifling. It thus took great effort and time to force the bullet down the barrel. Given the fire tactics of the day that stressed high volume at close ranges, smoothbore muskets predominated. The French Army, however, sought to develop a long-range firearm that it could employ in Algeria, which France had invaded in 1830. The French were in the process of pacifying native insurgents who were sniping at French troops from long ranges.

In 1849 Minié, now an army captain, took out a patent for a bullet that would be easy to load in a rifled musket. Others in England and France had suggested designs for such an expanding bullet, but Minié’s was the first to win widespread approval. Bullets of the Minié pattern were soon issued to the French Army, and the design was almost immediately taken up abroad.

What became known as the minié ball was a cylindro-conoidal lead bullet with an iron plug in its base. The bullet was cast in a diameter smaller than the gun bore and thus slid as easily down the bore as the round ball of the smoothbore musket. When the rifle was fired, the iron plug was driven forward into the soft lead, expanding it so that it gripped the rifling tightly. In its final form, the minié bullet had a conical cavity in its base and three tangential grooves cut into the outside of the base. The expanding gases of the burning black powder acted on the hollow cone, expanding the diameter of the base of the bullet through the weakening caused by the three grooves and thus sealing the bore.

The minié ball made the rifle the most deadly weapon of the 19th century. The new muzzle-loading rifle with minié ball could be loaded and fired at the same rate as the old smoothbore musket, and the effective range was about 400–600 yards, compared to 100–200 yards for a smoothbore musket. The rifled musket had a theoretical rate of fire of three rounds per minute.

The United States adopted the minié ball in 1855, and during the American Civil War the principal firearm of the Union Army was the 1863 Springfield rifled musket, manufactured by the Springfield Armory. It fired a .58-caliber 500-grain minié ball. The Confederate Army’s 1863 Richmond utilized the same .58-caliber minié ball.

The French government rewarded Minié for his accomplishment with 20,000 francs and an appointment to the staff of the Vincennes School of Musketry. After retiring from the army in 1858 with the rank of colonel, Minié served as a military instructor for the khedive of Egypt and then as a manager at the Remington Arms Company in the United States. Minié died in Paris on December 14, 1879.
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Minnesota

Midwestern state with an 1860 population of 172,023 people. Admitted to the Union as a state in 1858, Minnesota was quite sparsely populated at the time of the Civil War. Encompassing 84,402 square miles, Minnesota bordered Dakota Territory to the west, Iowa to the south, Wisconsin and Lake Superior to the east, and Canada to the north. Agriculture and lumbering were its major industries; the state had few factories of any significant size. Thus, the state’s contributions to the war effort came mainly in the form of volunteer soldiers and foodstuffs.

As early as January 1861, the Minnesota legislature passed a resolution that would provide money and manpower to any Union war effort. On April 13, 1861, Republican governor Alexander Ramsey was the first governor to offer state troops for Union military service. The 1st Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment arrived in Washington, D.C., on June 26 and saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

Beginning on August 17, 1862, part of the state was beset by the so-called Minnesota Sioux Uprising that claimed the lives of as many as 800 white Minnesotans; Dakota Sioux casualties are not known. Governor Ramsey committed some 1,500 militiamen to quell the rebellion, which was finally subdued on September 23, 1862. After speedy trials, 38 Dakota warriors were hanged at Mankato in December 1862 in the largest public execution in American history. The uprising left many of the state’s frontier settlers on edge for the remainder of the Civil War and also caused consternation in other frontier areas, as the federal government was hard-pressed to supply any troops for the suppression of Indians during the Civil War years.

In spite of having to provide internal security to prevent Indian attacks, Minnesota furnished about 24,000 men to the Union Army during the war. The state’s most famous outfit, the 1st Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment, served gallantly at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where on the second day of combat the regiment halted the Confederate charge against the center of the Union line on Cemetery Ridge. The resulting carnage saw 215 of the 262 men in the regiment killed or wounded.
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Missionary Ridge, Battle of

Event Date: November 25, 1863

Major engagement of the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). On November 23, Union western theater commander Major General Ulysses S. Grant initiated the battles for Chattanooga (Orchard Knob, Lookout Mountain, and Missionary Ridge) against Confederate general Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee, when two divisions of IV Corps of Major General George H. Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland, dressed as if for parade, suddenly rushed the Confederates, who had left their positions on Orchard Knob below Missionary Ridge to watch. The Union troops routed the astonished Confederates, then occupied and held this new position. The next day, November 24, the two sides fought an all-day battle for control of 1,100-foot Lookout Mountain that ended with Union troops under Major General Joseph Hooker in control.

The Battle of Missionary Ridge occurred on November 25. It involved some 56,000 Union troops, while Bragg committed perhaps 44,000 men. Major General William T. Sherman’s Army of the Tennessee held the Union left, Thomas held the Union center, and Hooker held the far Union right. The battle began late that morning when Sherman’s forces attempted to seize Tunnel Hill at the northern end of Missionary Ridge. The attacking Union troops were halted there, however, by a smaller number of Confederates under Major General Patrick R. Cleburne who occupied a superior defensive position.

Bragg’s Confederate defenders had trench lines in front of, on the face of, and at the top of Missionary Ridge. With Grant convinced that Bragg was reenforcing his right flank against Sherman, he ordered Thomas to move forward and take the first line of Confederate rifle pits on the valley floor in the Confederate center, then halt there to await further orders. Union troops under Brigadier General Thomas J. Wood and Major General Philip H. Sheridan were able to dislodge the Confederates from their rifle pits, only to find themselves exposed to heavy fire from other Confederates on the ridge. In order to secure cover, the Union soldiers—on their own initiative but also on orders of local commanders—now continued their attack, fighting their way to near the crest of the ridge. The actual Confederate line was at the top of the hill, producing blind spots used to advantage by the Union soldiers. This positioning also inhibited the effective employment of artillery. The overwhelmed Confederates scattered, giving the Union troops possession of what Grant had thought was an impregnable defensive position. At the same time, Hooker, on the far Union right, reoriented his troops north and began a three-pronged attack that took his troops to the east and west of Missionary Ridge as well as onto the ridge itself.

That night Bragg withdrew his army to Chickamauga Station. The following day he began the retreat to Dalton, Georgia. Cleburne stymied the Union pursuit in the Battle of Ringgold Gap (November 27).

[image: image]

Depiction of the Battle of Missionary Ridge in Tennessee on November 25, 1863. The Union victory here ended the Confederate siege of Chattanooga. (Library of Congress)

The battles for Chattanooga, including Orchard Knob, Lookout Mountain, and Missionary Ridge, collectively claimed 5,824 Union casualties (753 killed, 4,722 wounded, and 349 missing); Confederate losses were 6,667 (361 killed, 2,160 wounded, and 4,146 missing, mostly prisoners). Confederate losses may have been higher, as Grant claimed 6,142 Confederates taken prisoner. The Confederates also lost 60 guns.

The Union armies of the West had routed one of the two largest Confederate field armies and had ended the Confederate siege of Chattanooga. That city, the “Gateway to the Lower South,” now became the principal supply base and staging area for Sherman’s subsequent drive on Atlanta and then the march across Georgia to the sea. Grant, meanwhile, was advanced to lieutenant general and elevated to the post of Union general in chief. Bragg’s defeat prompted his subordinate commanders to intensify their complaints to Richmond about his leadership, leading to his removal from command.
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Mississippi

Southern state located along the Gulf Coast and encompassing 47,689 square miles. Mississippi is bordered by Louisiana and the Gulf of Mexico to the south, Louisiana and Arkansas to the west, Tennessee to the north, and Alabama to the east. Mississippi’s settlement followed traditional patterns of American western expansion, with thousands of families migrating into the region from Tennessee, Alabama, and the other southeastern states. During the 1830s, the removal of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians from northern Mississippi encouraged further white settlement. As a result, Mississippi’s population exploded from just more than 75,000 residents in 1820 to 791,305 residents in 1860.

During the 1850s, Mississippi established itself as one of the nation’s principal cotton-producing states, and for the well-heeled Mississippi planters of the era, the decade was a time of great prosperity. Slave labor fueled the state’s cotton boom, and by 1860 slaves represented 55 percent of the state’s total population.

On January 9, 1861, Mississippi became the second state to leave the Union, following South Carolina. Mississippian Jefferson Davis soon became president of the Confederacy, and Governor John J. Pettus was an enthusiastic supporter of the war effort. The state eventually contributed some 80,000 men to the Confederate Army. In addition, approximately 17,000 slaves and freedmen from Mississippi contributed to the Union war effort over the course of the conflict.

Mississippi possessed abundant natural resources, including fertile farmland drained by significant rivers such as the Pearl, Tombigbee, Big Black, Yazoo, and Pascagoula as well as by the Mississippi River itself. This led to the development of an agricultural economy in the state based almost entirely on cotton production. The dominance of cotton, however, resulted in a lack of diversification in the region’s overall economy that would hurt the state during the war years. Once the war began, Mississippi quickly exhausted its supply of livestock, and state leaders met with little success in convincing their constituents to grow more food crops and less cotton. Ultimately this failure led to significant food shortages in the state by mid-1863. Indeed, Mississippi’s entire economy stumbled precipitously due to rampant inflation, the lack of solvent banks, and a staggering decline in consumable resources on every level.

The state’s political environment was also in disarray for most of the war, with Union troops forcing the state’s two governors—John Jones Pettus (1861–1863) and Charles Clark (1863–1865)—to relocate the state capital seven times. Beginning in 1862, Mississippi’s leaders found it more and more difficult to deal with economic problems and maintain law and order at the local level.

As the war progressed, especially after spring 1862, a good deal of fighting took place in the state. The town of Corinth, a significant railroad center in northeastern Mississippi, fell to Union forces in May 1862. The following year, Union troops captured the state capital at Jackson on May 14, 1863, and took Vicksburg, an important Confederate port on the Mississippi River, on July 4. Mississippi’s state government surrendered to Union authorities on May 22, 1865. Few Mississippi families were free from tragedy during the war years, and the state as a whole suffered some 22,000 deaths as a result of the conflict. The state also sustained considerable damage to its infrastructure, especially its railroads. Mississippi was readmitted to the Union on February 23, 1870.
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Mississippi, Confederate Army of

Confederate military designation that saw three separate incarnations. The first version of the Army of Mississippi was formed on March 5, 1862, and merged with the Army of Kentucky, becoming the Army of Tennessee on November 14, 1862. The second version, also called the Army of Vicksburg, was formed on December 7, 1862, and existed until July 4, 1863. The final version was created on May 12, 1864, and lasted until June 14, 1864.

The first Confederate Army of Mississippi brought together some 42,000 men, consisting of troops under Generals P. G. T. Beauregard and Albert Sidney Johnston. This army saw action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and in the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862), after which General Braxton Bragg took command and led it in his invasion of Kentucky (August–September 1862). The army ceased to exist on November 14, 1862, when it was merged with other forces and redesignated the Army of Tennessee.

The second iteration was created on December 7, 1862, under the command of Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton. This army fought several futile battles against Union major general Ulysses S. Grant’s forces, culminating in the fall of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863. By then, heavy losses had reduced the army to some 31,500 men, and it was disbanded.

The final version of the Army of Mississippi was formed in late July 1863 from forces remaining in Mississippi after the fall of Vicksburg, including those under General Joseph E. Johnston, the so-called Army of Relief, and assigned to the command of Lieutenant General William J. Hardee. Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk assumed command in October. This incarnation lasted until May 1864, when the army was attached as a third corps (Polk’s Corps) to the Army of Tennessee. The name “Army of Mississippi” was officially discontinued, although unofficially it remained in use. After Polk was killed on June 14, Major General W. W. Loring commanded the force until Lieutenant General Alexander P. Stewart took charge on June 24. In July 1864 the force was designated Stewart’s Corps, Army of Tennessee.
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Mississippi, Union Army of the

Federal military force formally established on February 23, 1862, and commanded by Brigadier General John Pope. This force should not be confused with the army of the same name that was commanded by Major General John McClernand, which operated in Arkansas in late 1862 and early 1863. Pope’s army numbered some 19,000 men and included a river flotilla. Included in the Army of the Mississippi were five divisions (two brigades per division), several cavalry brigades, and a flotilla brigade. The army was created chiefly to gain control of the Mississippi River.

Pope’s force saw action around New Madrid, Missouri, and at the Battle of Island No. 10 (April 7, 1862) and, operating with naval forces, was successful in gaining control of that part of the Mississippi. Major General William S. Rosecrans succeeded Pope in command on June 26, 1862.

The army saw action at the Battle of Iuka (September 19, 1862), but Rosecrans was unable to gain a solid victory there. The force next saw combat at the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862) but was deactivated on October 26, 1862, at which time most of the command was attached to XIII Corps under Major General William T. Sherman.
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Mississippi, Union Department of the

Federal administrative military unit that saw three separate incarnations: March 11, 1862–September 19, 1862; November 28, 1864–June 26, 1865; and June 27, 1865–July 1, 1866. The first Department of the Mississippi was commanded by Major General Henry Halleck with headquarters in St. Louis. It initially encompassed all commands west of Knoxville, Tennessee (western Tennessee, Mississippi, Missouri, and Kansas). This brought some 129,000 men under Halleck’s command, but the large area made administration too unwieldy, as was particularly evident during the Battles of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and Island No. 10 (April 7, 1862), both waged within the department’s confines. In mid-August, western Tennessee and Mississippi were transferred to the Department of the Ohio. On September 19, 1863, the Department of the Mississippi was subsumed by the Department of the Missouri.

The Department of the Mississippi was resurrected on November 28, 1864, to encompass western Tennessee and the entire state of Mississippi. Headquartered in Memphis, the department was commanded first by Major General Napoleon J. T. Dana. He was replaced by Major General Gouverneur K. Warren on May 14, 1865, who commanded until a new Department of Mississippi was created on June 27, 1865, to supervise Reconstruction. The last department included only the state of Mississippi and was commanded by Major General Henry W. Slocum.
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Mississippi, Union Military Division of the

Federal military administrative unit. The Union Military Division of the Mississippi was established on October 16, 1863, on the orders of President Abraham Lincoln. It incorporated the Departments of the Tennessee, Cumberland, and Ohio and was designed essentially to provide an umbrella organization to better coordinate military actions in the western theater, particularly the relief of Chattanooga. This allowed Major General Ulysses S. Grant, who served as its first commander, to direct all field forces within the division.

Military forces from the division saw combat in Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Tennessee and played a significant role in the Union victory in 1865. Major General William T. Sherman succeeded Grant on March 18, 1864, after Grant had been elevated to general in chief. The three departments that made up the division continued to manage the bureaucratic and day-to-day operations of the individual field commands, most of which participated in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864), and Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). The Departments of North Carolina and Kentucky were added to the division in 1865. The division was discontinued in August 1866.
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Mississippi and East Louisiana, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit established by Special Order No. 73 on October 1, 1862. The Confederate Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana encompassed the former District of Mississippi, which included Union-controlled parts of Louisiana (mainly in and around New Orleans) as well as the area around Baton Rouge, and in Mississippi those areas occupied by Union forces, including Corinth. The department was divided into three smaller units: District One (headquartered at Jackson, Mississippi), District Two (headquartered at Vicksburg), and District Three (headquartered at Port Hudson, Louisiana). Two additional districts were added briefly.

Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton was the district’s first commander. On December 22, 1863, Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk took charge. The following day, the department was organized out of existence when it became the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. Polk remained in command.
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Mississippi Marine Brigade

Union Army unit organized in early 1863 to combat guerrillas along the Mississippi River. During the early autumn of 1862, Confederate forces increasingly harassed Union naval and commercial traffic on the western rivers. Lieutenant Colonel Alfred W. Ellet, commander of the army’s Mississippi Ram Fleet, urged the creation of a mobile landing force to counter these attacks. Rear Admiral David D. Porter, commander of the navy’s Mississippi Squadron, agreed that such a force was needed as long as it was under his command but paid for by the War Department. In November 1862 Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton approved the scheme, promoted Ellet to brigadier general, and ordered him to organize the Mississippi Marine Brigade.

The Mississippi Marine Brigade slowly began to take shape that winter. Ellet acquired several steamboats and modified them with increased protection and special landing ramps. The brigade soon had a fleet of five transports, a quartermaster and commissary boat, and a hospital ship as well as two small steam tugs and six coal barges. Each transport could carry 125 cavalrymen and their horses, 250 infantry, and a battery of artillery.

Recruiting men for the new unit proved challenging. At full strength, the brigade’s infantry regiment, cavalry battalion, four batteries of artillery, and boat crews totaled more than 2,000 men. Despite a recruiting drive that emphasized its relatively comfortable living conditions, the brigade was still short 500 men in February 1863. Therefore, Stanton transferred men from the 18th, 59th, and 63rd Illinois Infantry Regiments and the Ram Fleet to the Mississippi Marine Brigade.

While the Mississippi Marine Brigade’s first operation was on the Tennessee River in April 1863, it largely operated on the Mississippi River between Memphis, Tennessee, and Port Hudson, Louisiana. Most of the brigade’s efforts were directed against Confederate guerrillas and raiding parties. The brigade used its transports to land troops in areas suspected of hiding enemy guerrillas and supplies. After searching the immediate countryside for Confederate forces, the brigade’s men would return to their transports, remove or destroy any Confederate supplies they had discovered, and move to a new area.

Controversy plagued the Mississippi Marine Brigade’s operations from the start. Putting an army brigade under navy control proved awkward. The brigade often found itself without supplies because neither service felt itself responsible for supply functions. Ellet’s habit of ignoring or exceeding his orders further complicated matters, and relations between Ellet and Porter soured quickly. Soon there were complaints that the brigade was spending more time plundering river towns and plantations than hunting guerrillas. On August 27, 1863, the War Department ordered the Mississippi Marine Brigade back to army control, although Porter was not informed of the change until October 24.

While Stanton had supported the brigade from the beginning, many army officers thought that it was an expensive and inefficient unit. In particular, Major General Ulysses S. Grant, commander of the Army of the Tennessee, wanted the brigade’s transports for general use. In the face of mounting criticism and with the brigade reduced to just more than 600 men, Stanton finally agreed to disband the unit. This occurred on August 3, 1864.

RICHARD F. KEHRBERG

See also

Ellet, Alfred Washington; Grant, Ulysses Simpson; Porter, David Dixon; Riverine Warfare

Further Reading

Crandall, Warren G., and Isaac D. Newell. History of Ram Fleet and the Mississippi Marine Brigade in the War for the Union on the Mississippi and Its Tributaries: The Story of the Ellets and Their Men. St. Louis: Bruschart Brothers, 1907.

Hearn, Chester G. Ellet’s Brigade: The Strangest Outfit of All. Baton Rogue: Louisiana State University Press, 2000.

_______________________

Mississippi River

Second-longest river in the United States. Some 2,340 miles long, the Mississippi River begins at Lake Itasca in Clearwater County, Minnesota, in the northwestern part of the state. From there it flows generally south, past Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana. The Mississippi River forms the state boundaries of 10 states between Minnesota and Louisiana. The river empties into the Gulf of Mexico, south of New Orleans, in Plaquemines Parish. The Mississippi River derives its name from the Ojibwa word misi-ziibi, meaning “great river.”

The river drains an area encompassing 1.151 million square miles. Its major tributaries include several large waterways, including the Ohio, Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas Rivers. Subject to frequent flooding, the Mississippi River has been repeatedly dammed over the years. There are also many locks and flood walls built along its course. The widest portion of the river is near Grand Rapids, Minnesota, where it helps form a lake that is an astounding 7 miles wide. Because of dams and other flood-control features, parts of the upper Mississippi do not flow freely.

The Mississippi River has been an integral part of U.S. economic and agricultural development for more than two centuries. Its long river valley and periodic flooding have provided rich, fertile soil that has helped make the United States the world’s largest agricultural producer. The river has also been a major transportation conduit, moving people, agricultural commodities, and finished goods into and out of the Gulf of Mexico and all points in between. The river’s extensive tributary complex has ensured that river traffic can move freely far into the interior and in both easterly and westerly directions. The river has also given rise to many towns and numerous large cities, including Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota; St. Louis, Missouri; Memphis, Tennessee; Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and New Orleans, Louisiana. Life along the Mississippi, both in the North and the South, has given rise to its own unique culture, which is symbiotic with the river itself. In the state of Mississippi, the area between the Mississippi and Yazoo Rivers, known as the Mississippi Delta, has a particularly rich cultural heritage, as does New Orleans. The Mississippi is generally divided into two sections: the upper Mississippi, from Lake Itasca to Cairo, Illinois (where it is joined by the Ohio River), and the lower Mississippi, from Cairo to the Gulf of Mexico.

At the time of the Civil War, much of the Mississippi River was navigable to large ships, and indeed it had witnessed extensive steamboat traffic since about 1830. Because of the river’s far reach and its importance to both commerce and agricultural pursuits, both the Union and the Confederacy sought to control the waterway at almost any cost. Following Union operations against Island No. 10, Fort Pillow, and Memphis and the capture of New Orleans at the river’s mouth, Union land and naval forces combined to take Vicksburg on July 3, 1863. Port Hudson, south of Vicksburg, fell to Union troops shortly thereafter, giving the Union control over the entire Mississippi. This cut off the Trans-Mississippi West from the rest of the Confederacy, cemented the support of the Northwest for the Union cause, and greatly advanced the eventual Union triumph in 1865.
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Mississippi Sound

Large body of water, part of the northern Gulf of Mexico, that stretches from current-day Lake Borgne, Louisiana, in the west to Dauphin Island, Alabama, in the east. Because the area is bounded by the Mississippi shoreline to the north and a series of barrier islands to the south, it is referred to as a sound, which usually identifies a relatively narrow water passage between two bodies of land or islands. Among the islands that sit at the southern perimeter of the sound are Cat, Ship, Horn, Petit Bois, and Dauphin. Beyond these barrier islands lies the open Gulf of Mexico. Port cities located on the Mississippi Sound include Gulfport, Biloxi, and Pascagoula, all located along the state of Mississippi’s coastline. Immediately to the east of the Mississippi Sound lies Mobile Bay. The sound is approximately 95 miles long and from 7 to 15 miles wide.

Over the years, shipping channels have been dredged between the barrier islands and the mainland coastline to facilitate shipping and navigation from the open Gulf of Mexico into the sound and the ports at Gulfport and Pascagoula. The Union blockaded access to and from the Mississippi Sound during the Civil War, which severely disrupted the Southern economy. Gulfport was an important port city along the central Gulf Coast, and today it is Mississippi’s second-largest city. During much of 1861 and into early 1862, the Mississippi Sound was covered by the Gulf Blockading Squadron. In February 1862 the squadron was broken in two, with the West Gulf Blockading Squadron then responsible for blockading the coast from the Rio Grande to Pensacola, Florida, including the Mississippi Sound.

The Mississippi Sound, like Mobile Bay and most of the northern Gulf of Mexico, is quite shallow, ranging from 12 to 20 feet or so. This makes the area prone to devastating tidal surges during hurricanes, which regularly affect the northern Gulf of Mexico in the summer and autumn. The Mississippi Sound was ravaged by Hurricane Katrina in 2005, which struck just east of New Orleans. The principal tributaries draining into the Mississippi Sound are the Pascagoula, Escatawpa, Tchoutacabouffa, Biloxi, Wolf, and Jordan Rivers. The Mississippi Sound also contains several bays, including St. Louis Bay, Biloxi Bay, Pascagoula Bay, and Grand Bay.
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Mississippi Squadron, U.S. Navy

Large U.S. Navy command operating in the waters of the Mississippi River Valley after October 1, 1862. The Mississippi Squadron grew out of the Western Gunboat Flotilla established at the start of the war. At the beginning of the Civil War, U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles and other leaders in Washington were preoccupied with operations along the Eastern Seaboard, principally in establishing the naval blockade. The western theater of war was important, however, as control of its waterways would be vital to a Union victory. Indeed, the so-called Anaconda Plan called for bisecting the South along its great rivers in joint army-navy operations.

The great western rivers were for the most part shallow and winding, precluding the use of sailing vessels. Broad-beam shallow-draft vessels were required. The largest Union gunboats mounted as many as four guns forward, two guns aft, and other guns in broadsides. The Confederates also converted and built gunboats, but the South lacked the shipyards, skilled workers, adequate marine engines, and industrial works to make the heavy iron plate required. The Confederacy’s river gunboats were for the most part smaller and mounted fewer guns than those of the Union. Utilizing its superior manufacturing resources, the North was able to place a larger number of better-built gunboats onto the western waters and get them there first. Cairo, Illinois, where the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers meet, was an important strategic location that offered direct access to the river traffic of Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri, and Tennessee. From Cairo, Union gunboats could control both the Ohio and upper Mississippi Rivers as well as the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers.

The Union Army claimed jurisdiction over all western riverine operations. It purchased the first vessels for conversion into warships. The Union Navy provided officers to supervise conversions and new construction and also provided the guns and most of the personnel for the new warships.

On May 16, 1861, Welles ordered Commander John Rodgers Jr. to the western theater to assist in “establishing a Naval Armament on the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers.” Excepting men and guns, the army was to furnish whatever Rodgers needed. Rodgers was subordinate to Major General George B. McClellan but reported to the Navy Department. McClellan gave him free hand, and during the course of the next few months Rodgers made great strides in creating an inland navy.

By June 8, Rodgers had negotiated contracts to buy and convert three wooden side-wheel freight-and-passenger Ohio River steamers into gunboats. With five inches of oak to serve as protection against rifle file, these became the timberclads Tyler, Lexington, and Conestoga. Their conversion was carried out at Louisville, Kentucky, and the ships entered service in August. Difficulties abounded, particularly in securing personnel to man the new warships.

In August, engineer James B. Eads signed a contract let by the army to build seven gunboats. McClellan was called east in late July, and Major General John C. Frémont arrived to command the newly created Department of the West at St. Louis. Rodgers, who had been left largely alone by McClellan, soon clashed with the imperious Frémont, who secured his replacement. At the end of August 1861, Welles replaced Rodgers with Captain Andrew H. Foote, who reached St. Louis on September 6.

When Foote arrived in the western theater, he found 9 ironclad gunboats and 38 mortar boats under construction. Foote and a growing number of naval officers supervised the completion of the ironclads and the training of their crews. Most of the new ironclads entered service in January 1862. The timberclads had already proved their worth in supporting an attack by Union troops under Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant at Belmont, Missouri, on November 7, 1861.

Meanwhile, Frémont had clashed with President Abraham Lincoln and had in turn been replaced by Major General Henry Halleck. Foote, raised to flag officer rank in November, and Grant were anxious to begin operations, but the cautious Halleck imposed delays. Halleck finally relented, and the gunboats proved their worth in the Battle of Fort Henry (February 6, 1862) on the Tennessee River and the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16) nearby on the Cumberland River. Two of the timberclads proved invaluable in supporting Grant in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7), while Foote cooperated with army forces under Major General John Pope in the taking of Island No. 10 (April 7).

Foote had been wounded and never completely recovered from the rebuff suffered by his ironclads in the fighting for Fort Donelson. On May 9 he was replaced by Captain Charles H. Davis in command of the flotilla. Davis commanded it in the operations against Fort Pillow, to include the Battle of Plum Point Bend (May 10), and then in the Battle of Memphis (June 6).

The flotilla was renamed the Mississippi Squadron and transferred from army to navy control on October 1, 1862. David Dixon Porter replaced Davis in command with the rank of rear admiral on October 15. Porter immediately began reorganizing and revitalizing the command. He ordered the addition of small, lightly armored tinclads to the squadron. Porter also divided the rivers into patrol areas, each with heavier ironclads and support vessels. The Mississippi Squadron also included supply and repair ships.

Porter worked well with his army counterparts, especially Grant and Major General William T. Sherman. The first major task for the squadron was taking Vicksburg and opening the Mississippi River. Following the success of that operation in July 1863, the squadron was engaged in the ill-fated Red River Expedition (March 10–May 22, 1864), a plan pushed by President Abraham Lincoln and Union chief of staff Major General Halleck. Following this mission, the squadron patrolled the western waters until the end of the war.

In September, Porter assumed command of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron and was succeeded by Rear Admiral Samuel P. Lee. The Mississippi Squadron patrolled the western inland river system for the remainder of the war.
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Missouri

Border state encompassing 69,697 square miles, bordered by Iowa to the north, Arkansas to the south, Kansas to the west, and the Mississippi River, Illinois, Kentucky, and Tennessee to the east. A key state because of its divided loyalties and long border along the Mississippi River, Missouri had an 1860 population of 1,067,081 people. Missouri during the Civil War was a microcosm of the larger war, featuring political intrigue, much irregular warfare, and bloodshed.

By the start of the conflict, a large number of transplanted Southerners had settled in the state, primarily in the southern half. Unsurprisingly, these individuals felt a kinship with their former homes and with the relatives they had left behind.

Missouri’s Southern sympathizers held sway in the state until a large influx of German immigrants began to change the political climate. The Germans were staunchly antislavery, as were a growing number of non-German immigrants. Nevertheless, at the onset of war, Missouri was divided among four principal groups: pro-Southern moderates, pro-Union moderates, militant Unionists, and fiercely militant secessionists. As such, Missouri became a coveted possession as both the Confederacy and the Union jockeyed for control of the state.

In May 1861, Missouri governor Claiborne F. Jackson called up the state militia (some 50,000 men) into encampments across the state. Jackson, a Southern sympathizer, hoped to seize the federal arsenal at St. Louis and lead the state into the Confederacy. Earlier Jackson had ignored President Abraham Lincoln’s call for volunteers and militia to the Union cause. However, Jackson’s plans were foiled by Congressman Francis P. Blair Sr., who protected the arsenal with pro-Union home guardsmen and by the quick actions of Captain Nathaniel Lyon, who captured some 1,000 prosecession militiamen at Camp Jackson on the outskirts of St. Louis on May 10, 1861.

Missouri, however, was still not safely in the hands of the Union. Governor Jackson, with the state militia led by Major General Sterling Price, still hoped to join his state to the Confederacy. Jackson moved the government to Jefferson City, and in October 1861 a pro-Southern convention voted to secede from the Union. Meanwhile, a pro-Union convention was also convened, supported by the federal government. The convention declared Jackson’s government illegitimate, meaning that Missouri technically remained in the Union, despite Confederate protestations to the contrary. Lyon and U.S. congressman Francis Blair staunchly opposed this move, however. Negotiations to broker a political settlement broke down, and soon armed confrontation commenced. Lyon and his troops, many of whom were German immigrants, quickly took action to push Jackson’s supporters out of the state.

The two sides fought a series of engagements near Springfield in southwestern Missouri, with the Confederates emerging triumphant. On August 10, 1861, both armies met at Wilson’s Creek in the largest battle fought in the state during the war. Lyon’s army attacked the Confederate forces and was repulsed in the battle, which cost Lyon his life. Union troops retreated, but the Confederates were too badly mauled to follow up their victory. After Wilson’s Creek, Price led his Confederate army on a raid into central Missouri. The two sides clashed near Lexington on September 12–20, 1861, resulting in another Confederate triumph. Union forces now led by Major General John C. Frémont were soon able to expel Price’s army from the state in a series of smart maneuvers. In October 1861 the Union briefly captured Springfield.

The event that decided Missouri’s fate in the war took place in Arkansas in the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), fought just over the Missouri-Arkansas line. This battle resulted in a Union triumph that firmly secured Union control over the state for the remainder of the war. The state saw no other large-scale battles during the war. However, this did not mean that the state was spared from the ravages of the conflict. Indeed, Missouri was the scene of 1,162 battles, sieges, and skirmishes, behind only Virginia and Tennessee.

Missouri became the scene of a destructive guerrilla war of terror as Southern sympathizers scoured the state and attacked Union troops and Union sympathizers. The Confederacy never officially sanctioned the actions of these men, but they loudly proclaimed their Confederate leanings. The most notorious partisan guerrillas included William Quantrill and William “Bloody Bill” Anderson. Union troops struck back at these bands of bushwhackers, as they were called, leading to a steady stream of violence across the state. In the end, Missouri’s allegiance favored the Union, as its contributions to the war effort clearly demonstrate. Missouri contributed 447 military organizations and units and slightly more than 109,000 men to the Union armies. Prosecessionists contributed 100 units to the Confederacy and a total of about 40,000 men.
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Missouri, Confederate Army of

Army formed in September 1864 on the orders of General Edmund Kirby Smith for Major General Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). The Army of Missouri was, at least on paper, a formidable force of some 12,000 men. In reality, it numbered perhaps only 10,000. Price nevertheless organized his makeshift army into three cavalry divisions, commanded by Brigadier Generals Joseph O. Shelby, James F. Fagan, and John S. Marmaduke. The army possessed only 14 cannon, most of them small and no match for larger Union guns.

Price’s force left northeastern Arkansas and crossed into Missouri on September 19, with St. Louis as the ultimate destination. Diverted west by strong Union forces, Price marched as far as the outskirts of Kansas City, fighting and skirmishing much of the way. Price suffered a decisive defeat at the Battle of Westport (October 23, 1864). The Army of Missouri now limped to the southwest toward Arkansas and on October 25 suffered another blow when two brigade commanders were taken captive by Union troops. By the time Price’s force made it back to Arkansas, only 6,000 men, half of his original force, remained. The Army of Missouri was dissolved on December 3, 1864, when it became part of the Army of the Trans-Mississippi.
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Missouri, Union Department of the

Federal military administrative unit established on November 9, 1861, and initially encompassing Missouri, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Arkansas, and Kentucky (west of the Cumberland River). Headquartered in St. Louis, the Department of the Missouri was commanded by Major General Henry W. Halleck. On May 11, 1862, the department was folded into the Department of the Mississippi. The Department of the Missouri was reestablished on September 19, 1862, and consisted of Arkansas, Missouri, and Kansas along with Alton, Illinois, and part of Indian Territory (Oklahoma). Major General Samuel R. Curtis commanded the resurrected department. On October 11 the department’s jurisdiction was enlarged, now incorporating the Nebraska and Colorado Territories (except for Fort Garland). On May 24, 1863, Major General John M. Schofield assumed command.

The Department of the Missouri saw three changes in January 1864 alone. First, on January 1 it was reduced to cover just Missouri and Arkansas (except Fort Smith) and Alton, Illinois. Next, on January 6, Arkansas was withdrawn from departmental jurisdiction. Finally, on January 12, Alton, Illinois, was annexed by the Northern Department. On January 20, Major General William Rosecrans became the Department of the Missouri’s commander.

In early February, Alton, Illinois, once again fell under the department’s jurisdiction, and on May 27, 1864, the department was attached to the Division of West Mississippi. On December 9, Rosecrans was replaced as commander by Major General Grenville M. Dodge. On January 30, 1865, the Nebraska and Colorado Territories (except for Fort Garland) were added to the department, which was now attached to the Division of the Missouri. On February 17, the Utah Territory and the Dakotas west of 97 degrees longitude were also added. The department underwent other changes until it was finally dissolved on December 18, 1880.
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Missouri, Union Military Division of the

Federal military administrative unit created on January 30, 1865, that combined the preexisting Department of the Missouri and Department of the Northwest. Commanded by Major General John Pope, the Military Division of the Missouri encompassed the states of Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota and the territories of Nebraska, Dakota, and Colorado (with the exception of Fort Garland). The Military Division of the Missouri was headquartered at St. Louis and underwent numerous changes during its six-month life span.

The Utah Territory was added to the division on February 17, 1865, and on March 21 the Department of Arkansas (encompassing Arkansas and Indian Territory, or present-day Oklahoma) was appended to Pope’s command. On May 17, all territory south of the Arkansas River became part of the Division of the Southwest. On June 23, Brigadier General Stand Watie was the last Confederate commander to surrender within Pope’s jurisdiction. The division was dissolved on June 27, 1865.
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Missouri Compromise

Series of measures passed in the U.S. Congress between 1819 and 1820 intended to end the brewing sectional crisis over the expansion of slavery and to maintain the delicate balance between free and slave states. Missouri, part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, was formally organized as a territory in 1805. From 1817 to 1819, the Missouri Territorial Assembly petitioned Congress for admission into the Union as a state on the grounds that Missouri had gained sufficient population in order to justify statehood. A large number of Missouri settlers had come from Southern states, and they hoped that Missouri’s admission to the Union would provide for the institution of slavery in the state. In 1819 there was an equal division of free and slave states (11 of each), and the admission of yet another slave state threatened to tip the delicate political balance toward the slaveholding states.

Northern politicians were already complaining that the South was exercising greater political power than the relatively small population in the South warranted. They argued that if Missouri entered the Union as a slave state, the South, despite having far fewer citizens than the North, would effectively control the U.S. Senate (the U.S. Constitution permitting each state, no matter its population, two senators). Consequently, congressional opponents to the expansion of slavery and the influence of the Southern slaveholding elite sought a way to derail the political advancement of proslavery interests.

In February 1819, the U.S. House of Representatives reported a bill that would authorize Missouri to frame a state constitution. Representative James Tallmadge of New York, however, attached an antislavery amendment clause to the bill that prohibited the further introduction of slavery in Missouri; there were already some 2,000 slaves in the territory. Moreover, the amendment included a provision that called for the eventual emancipation of all slaves born in Missouri once they reached the age of 25. After three days of contentious debate, the Tallmadge amendment passed the House of Representatives with a vote of 87 to 76. The Senate, however, rejected the amendment, and Congress adjourned without any further action taken. The acrimonious nature of the debates underscored the growing sectional divide between North and South, and the congressional recess did nothing to temper the prevailing animosities.
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Map illustrating the Missouri Compromise of 1820. Under its terms, Missouri entered the Union as a slave state, while Maine entered as a free state. Slavery was banned in the remainder of the territory north of 36° 30’N. latitude. (North Wind Picture Archives)

When Congress reconvened in December 1819, Maine, having established a state constitution, requested admission as a free state. The House voted in favor of Maine’s statehood. The Senate joined the admission of Maine with the admission of Missouri as a slave state. Soon thereafter, Illinois senator Jesse Thomas, the owner of five black apprentices and hoping to appease his fellow slaveholders without provoking hostility from his Northern constituents, offered an amendment to the Senate bill. Thomas proposed that in addition to admitting Maine as a free state and Missouri as a slave state, slavery could not extend north of the 36°30′ North latitude. Only the future states of Arkansas and Oklahoma lay south of the designated invisible line in what remained of the land acquired through the 1803 Louisiana Purchase. Thus, Thomas hoped the Southerners would applaud the maintenance of the balance of power within the Senate, while Northerners would appreciate the exclusion of slavery from most of the Louisiana Purchase territory. Nevertheless, the debate on the amendment proved as rancorous and inconclusive as that of the previous year.

A Senate-House conference committee then suggested a division of the bills, with a separate vote on each provision. Accordingly, the House voted to admit Missouri as a free state on March 1, 1820. The Senate struck the antislavery language and instead incorporated the Thomas amendment. The opposing sides then agreed on a compromise that allowed for the admission of Maine as a free state and authorized Missouri to establish a constitution without any restrictions on slavery. Furthermore, the expansion of slavery north of the 36°30′ line, except in the state of Missouri, would be prohibited.

In June 1820, the Missouri state constitutional convention met to form the state constitution. One of the document’s provisions permitted the Missouri legislature to exclude free blacks and mulattoes from the state. These restrictions caused a significant outcry and led to another national debate on the matter. In March 1821, Congress again compromised, this time determining that Missouri could be admitted only if the state’s constitution did not violate the privileges and immunities of citizens of the United States. This was an oblique allusion to the exclusion of free blacks and mulattoes from the state. Missouri pledged to abide by the congressional decision, which had been brokered by Senator Henry Clay and is sometimes referred to as the Second Missouri Compromise.

On August 10, 1821, Missouri became a state. The Missouri Compromise remained in effect without any serious challenges until the conclusion of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), when the issue of the expansion of slavery into newly acquired lands was once more hotly debated.

As a consequence of its victory in the Mexican-American War, the United States annexed extensive Mexican lands in the Southwest and Far West, including the present-day states of Arizona, Nevada, California, and Utah and much of New Mexico, Colorado, and Wyoming. Much of this area lay south of the latitude established for slavery in the earlier compromise. It was therefore inevitable that the fight for and against slavery would be revived. Further adding to the volatility of the moment was the fact that Texas had joined the Union in December 1845 as a slave state. Indeed, even before the war had begun in earnest, the expansion of slavery into newly won territories became a political red herring. In 1846 Congressman David Wilmot introduced in the House of Representatives the so-called Wilmot Proviso, which called for the prohibition of slavery in any territory wrested from Mexico. Predictably, the proviso elicited howls of protest from both sides of the aisle, and Southerners especially were outraged and worried that the delicate balance between free and slave states was about to be undone. The Senate rejected the measure, however, and for a time the uproar died down.

The problem was, of course, that much of the land that the United States annexed from Mexico in 1848 lay above the Missouri Compromise line of 36°30′. Southerners and proslavery contingents were now concerned that if the Missouri Compromise of 1820 were applied to the new territories, the balance of power would shift decisively toward the Northern and antislavery factions. Thus, in 1848 congressional Democrats formulated the concept of popular sovereignty, which would allow the inhabitants of a territory to decide for themselves whether or not their state should have legalized slavery. This essentially nullified the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and engendered bitter recriminations between North and South. In 1854 the Kansas-Nebraska Act made popular sovereignty the law of the land and vacated completely the old Missouri Compromise. Besides serving as a catalyst for the modern Republican Party, which was against the expansion of slavery, the Kansas-Nebraska Act served only to conceal building resentment between proslavery and antislavery factions that would boil over into war by 1861.
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Mitchel, Ormsby MacKnight

Birth Date: July 20, 1809

Death Date: October 30, 1862

Union officer. Born in Union County, Kentucky, on July 20, 1809, Ormsby MacKnight Mitchel, or “Old Stars” as he was later known, worked at a local store until age 15, when he secured an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. He graduated in 1829 and then taught mathematics and astronomy at West Point. Two years later he left the military and moved to Cincinnati to practice law. In 1833 Mitchel began teaching astronomy and other subjects at Cincinnati College and eventually founded the Cincinnati Observatory in 1843. He also was instrumental in establishing the U.S. Naval Observatory and the Harvard Observatory. In 1846 he discovered an ice-capped mountain range on Mars that bears the name “Mountains of Mitchel.”

With the beginning of the Civil War, Mitchel volunteered his services directly to President Abraham Lincoln, who appointed him a brigadier general of volunteers on August 9. Assigned to command the Department of the Ohio, Mitchel constructed fortifications around Cincinnati and trained recruits. Later that year he began to rebuild the infrastructure in middle Tennessee for use by the Federals in their advance southward. Mitchel was later given command of the 3rd Division, Army of the Ohio, at Shelbyville, Tennessee, arriving in April 1862.

That same month at Shelbyville, Mitchel met James J. Andrews, a Confederate blockade-runner who offered his services to the Union. Mitchel and Andrews planned a raid behind enemy lines in Georgia, which called for Andrews to steal a locomotive and destroy the railroad linking Atlanta and Chattanooga. Mitchel would march his troops south and take Huntsville, Alabama, then proceed east to assist Andrews. Mitchel fulfilled his part of the plan and seized Huntsville with little resistance on April 11, 1862, earning him promotion to major general of volunteers effective the same date. Andrews’s raiders failed to accomplish their objective, however, and most were subsequently hanged at Atlanta following what became known as “The Great Locomotive Chase.”

In September 1862 Mitchel was transferred to command X Corps, Department of the South, at Hilton Head Island, South Carolina. Appalled by the living conditions for abandoned slaves there, he established the first freedmen’s town, later named Mitchelville in his honor. Mitchel died of yellow fever at Beaufort, South Carolina, on October 30, 1862.
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Mitchell, John Grant

Birth Date: November 6, 1838

Death Date: November 7, 1894

Union officer. John Grant Mitchell was born in Piqua, Ohio, on November 6, 1838. He graduated from Kenyon College (Ohio) in 1859 and subsequently studied law in Columbus. With the start of the Civil War, Mitchell enlisted as a private in the 1st Battalion of the Ohio Reserves. On July 30 he was commissioned a first lieutenant in the 3rd Ohio Infantry Regiment and took part in the early fighting in western Virginia (West Virginia).

On December 21 Mitchell, having reenlisted for three years, was promoted to captain and took command of his company. In the spring of 1862 he took part in the campaign against the Memphis & Charleston Railroad in Tennessee and Alabama. In the autumn of 1862 he helped raise the 113th Ohio Infantry and became its lieutenant colonel on September 2. On May 6, 1863, Mitchell, who had amply demonstrated his considerable ability, was promoted to colonel, leading his regiment during the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863). In September he assumed command of a brigade in the Army of the Cumberland. During the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Mitchell’s brigade played an important role on the second day of the battle, helping Major General George H. Thomas hold the delaying position of Horseshoe Ridge. Mitchell’s brigade also took part in the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25) and in the relief of Major General Ambrose E. Burnside’s forces in the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). Mitchell provided effective leadership in the Battle of Dalton (February 22–27, 1864) and during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2), including the Battles of Rocky Face Ridge (May 7–13), Resaca (May 13–15), Dallas (May 24–June 4), New Hope Church (May 25–27), and Kennesaw Mountain (June 27). At the latter battle, Mitchell supported the spearhead attack by Colonel Daniel McCook’s brigade on the Confederate center, only to be driven back with heavy losses and see McCook killed. Mitchell took command of a brigade of soldiers detached from the Army of the Tennessee in the Provisional Division of General Thomas’s command during the defeat of Confederate general John Bell Hood in the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864) and the subsequent pursuit of the withdrawing Confederates.

On January 12, 1865, on the recommendation of Major General William T. Sherman, Mitchell, only 26 years old, was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers, making him one of the youngest civilian soldiers to attain that rank without benefit of military training before the war. Mitchell then commanded his regular brigade in XIV Corps in Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Mitchell’s actions in the Battles of Averasboro (March 16) and Bentonville (March 19–21) halted a major Confederate advance, for which he was brevetted major general of volunteers.

Mitchell resigned his commission on July 3, 1865, and returned to Columbus, Ohio, where he resumed his legal career. He was also a member of the Columbus City Council. Mitchell died in Columbus on November 7, 1894.
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Mitchell, John Kirkwood

Birth Date: January 1, 1811

Death Date: December 5, 1889

Confederate naval officer. Born in North Carolina on January 1, 1811, John Kirkwood Mitchell secured a midshipman’s warrant on February 1, 1825. He was promoted to passed midshipman on June 4, 1831; to lieutenant on December 22, 1835; and to commander on September 14, 1855.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Mitchell resigned his commission on May 27, 1861. He was subsequently appointed a commander in the Confederate Navy, with date of rank from March 26, 1861. Assigned to the New Orleans station, Mitchell commanded the six-ship Confederate naval force on the lower Mississippi, consisting of the gunboats McRae (8 guns) and Jackson (2 guns) and the launches No. 3 (1 gun) and No. 6 (1 gun). The other two ships were the ironclads Manassas and Louisiana, but only the ram Manassas with a single gun was operational at the time of the Union run past Forts Jackson and St. Philip and the taking of New Orleans.

With the Union effort to force the lower Mississippi under way, Mitchell ordered the unfinished Louisiana towed down the river from above New Orleans and moored to the shore north of Fort St. Philip as a floating fort. A divided Confederate command structure plagued his effort to halt a Union advance upriver, and his forces were defeated by the ships of U.S. Navy flag officer David G. Farragut’s West Gulf Blockading Squadron. Mitchell himself was taken prisoner on the surrender of Forts Jackson and St. Philip on April 28, 1862. He was then confined as a prisoner of war at Fort Warren in Boston Harbor but was exchanged at Aiken Landing, Virginia, on August 5, 1862.

Although a court of inquiry cleared Mitchell of any responsibility, the loss of New Orleans clouded his subsequent naval career and indeed the remainder of his life. Mitchell headed the important Confederate Navy Bureau of Orders and Detail (March 16, 1863–May 6, 1864) before assuming command of the James River Squadron (May 6, 1864–February 18, 1865). With 11 ships in his squadron and under heavy pressure from Secretary of the Navy Stephen R. Mallory to take action, Flag Officer Mitchell on January 23, 1865, initiated the Battle of Trent’s Reach, an effort to trap part of the Union squadron in that river between his ships and Confederate batteries on shore. The effort ended in failure, with the loss of two of his smaller ships and damage to the ironclads Richmond and Virginia II. Rear Admiral Raphael Semmes replaced Mitchell three weeks later.

Mitchell surrendered to Union forces at Greensboro, North Carolina, and was paroled there on April 28, 1865. He then returned to Richmond, Virginia. Seldom seen in public, he kept a vigilant watch for attacks on his Civil War record, especially in the defense of New Orleans. Mitchell died in Richmond on December 5, 1889.
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Mobile, Alabama, Siege of

Start Date: March 25, 1865

End Date: April 12, 1865

One of the last major operations of the war. The Union siege of Mobile, Alabama, led to the capture of the last major port still under Confederate control. The Union operation began on March 25, 1865, and consisted principally of a siege of Spanish Fort by Union troops (March 26–April 8). Union major general Edward R. S. Canby’s campaign culminated with the capture of that port city on April 12.

In late August 1864, Rear Admiral David G. Farragut had won a decisive naval action at the mouth of Mobile Bay, leading to the capture of Fort Gaines and Fort Morgan that guarded the approaches to Mobile. Lack of available troops, however, forced postponement of the campaign for the city itself until March 1865. Reinforcements from the Ohio Valley gave Canby more than 16,000 troops, sufficient strength to initiate the campaign. The U.S. Navy also provided about 20 warships under Rear Admiral Henry K. Thatcher to do battle with four Confederate warships under Rear Admiral Franklin Buchanan.

Canby divided his forces in order to oblige the Confederates to dissipate their defensive manpower. On March 26, Union major general Gordon Granger proceeded by water to Dannelly Mills on the Fish River. His command consisted of the 1st and 3rd Divisions, the 1st Brigade of the 2nd Division of his XIII Corps, and the 1st and 3rd Division of XVI Corps. Granger moved north along the bay’s eastern shore, pushing Confederate skirmishers into the works around Spanish Fort and investing the works on March 28.

The Confederate position at Spanish Fort guarded the most direct water route to the city of Mobile. The city was protected by extensive earthworks on the land side, but the water side was weakly defended after the loss of the forts at the mouth of the bay. A Union force that could gain the eastern shore at Spanish Fort would then have direct access to Mobile through the network of waterways at the mouths of the Alabama and Tensas Rivers.

Accordingly, the Confederates had placed 47 artillery pieces and 2,700 troops under the command of Brigadier General Randall L. Gibson in two miles of incomplete fieldworks around Spanish Fort. Gibson lacked sufficient troops to adequately man the defenses, however. He pleaded repeatedly but unsuccessfully with his superiors, especially Major General Dabney H. Maury in Mobile, for reinforcements, supplies, and naval support.

Union forces commenced formal siege operations, and work progressed rapidly. Union gunboats brought Spanish Fort under fire from the water, and by April 4 the Union gunners were firing shells against it at the rate of one every three to four minutes. Believing that he could no longer hold the post, Gibson abandoned it on the night of April 8, the same day that Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant proposed surrender terms to General Robert E. Lee at Appomattox.

The evacuation of Spanish Fort permitted the concentration of Union forces against the garrison of nearby Fort Blakely, and that position was successfully taken on April 9. Three days later Union forces entered Mobile. Union naval operations had been costly, for Confederate mines had claimed nine Union ships, resulting in the loss of 114 men. Lieutenant General Richard Taylor, commanding the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, surrendered to General Canby north of Mobile on May 4.

CHRISTOPHER M. REIN

See also

Canby, Edward Richard Sprigg; Fort Morgan, Alabama; Gibson, Randall Lee; Granger, Gordon; Maury, Dabney Herndon; Mobile Bay; Mobile Bay, Battle of

Further Reading

Hearn, Chester G. Mobile Bay and the Mobile Campaign: The Last Great Battles of the Civil War. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 1993.

United States Department of War. War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. 49, Parts I and II. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1880–1901.

_______________________

Mobile, Confederate Army of

Confederate Army created on January 27, 1862, under the command of Brigadier General Jones M. Withers to defend the port of Mobile, Alabama, from Union attack. The Confederate government formed the impromptu command by designating all troops in the Mobile area as the Army of Mobile. This step reflected the high command’s concern over the threat posed by Union naval forces to the port, the largest along the eastern coast of the Gulf of Mexico and vital to ships seeking to circumvent the Union blockade. Withers was succeeded in command first by Colonel John B. Villepique and then by Brigadier General Samuel Jones. Initially, the army numbered about 10,000 men. As the fighting in northern Mississippi and western Tennessee intensified, however, most of the troops around Mobile were ordered north to reinforce the Army of Mississippi. Many of them fought in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862).

The Army of Mobile did not fight in any major engagements in the Mobile area, as Union forces in the Gulf concentrated on seizing New Orleans and made no attempt to take Mobile in 1862. During its brief existence, the Army of Mobile engaged in constructing fortifications to protect the port. Having lost most of its complement to more active war zones, the Army of Mobile was formally disbanded on June 27, 1862.
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Mobile Bay

Inlet of the Gulf of Mexico along the eastern Gulf Coast of the United States, just west of the Florida Panhandle and Pensacola, Florida. The mouth of Mobile Bay is formed by Dauphin Island (a barrier island) to the west and Fort Morgan Peninsula to the east. At the head of Mobile Bay lies the city of Mobile, Alabama, on the western shore. In addition to being an inlet of the Gulf of Mexico, Mobile Bay is also an estuary; in the north two rivers empty into the bay—the Mobile and Tensaw. Other smaller rivers feed into Mobile Bay as well, including the Fowl, Deer, Fish, and Dog Rivers. The bay covers an area measuring 413 square miles; it is approximately 31 miles long (north to south) and 24 miles wide (east to west). Mobile Bay is uniformly shallow, with much of it not exceeding 10 to 15 feet in depth. Shipping channels have been dredged over the years, most leading to and from Mobile. Today the deepest channel is about 75 feet deep, meaning that the largest of ships can safely navigate the bay. At the time of the Civil War, shipping channels would have been far shallower, perhaps reaching a depth of 25 feet. The shallow waters of the bay have frequently created serious problems during the many hurricanes that have ravaged the Alabama coast. Storm surges reaching 15 to 20 feet or more have flattened towns along the bay and have frequently inundated parts of Mobile.

Mobile Bay was first explored by Spaniards around 1500. In 1516 and 1519 the area was more carefully surveyed, and in 1528 Pánfilo de Narvaez launched an expedition that likely witnessed him crossing the width of Mobile Bay. In 1540 Hernando de Soto more thoroughly explored the region, where he found significant numbers of Muskhogean peoples. In the late 1600s and early 1700s, the area around lower Mobile Bay came under French influence. First erecting a fortified port on Dauphin Island, the French then in 1702 founded Mobile, which served as the first capital of Louisiana.

Mobile Bay had great strategic significance during the Civil War. Not only did it offer direct access to Mobile, but it also thrust into the Alabama interior like a lance, affording an invading amphibious force easy access to inland areas of the state. The city of Mobile, located along the Mobile River, was an important metropolitan area at the time of the Civil War. A key port and manufacturing center, Mobile served as a principal center of the lucrative cotton trade; it was also the fourth-largest city in the Confederacy.

Mobile Bay was the site of two significant Civil War actions. The first occurred on August 5, 1864, when Union rear admiral David G. Farragut secured Mobile Bay in the bloodiest naval battle of the war. Until the end of the conflict, the Federals controlled access to the bay. The second action was the Union siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865) that ended with Mobile’s surrender in April but cost the Union nine ships and the lives of 114 men.
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Mobile Bay, Battle of

Event Date: August 5, 1864

Large naval engagement. The Battle of Mobile Bay was the bloodiest engagement on water of the Civil War. Mobile Bay and the port of Mobile, Alabama, were vital to the Confederate war effort. Alabama was an important center for Southern iron manufacturing, including heavy guns and rolled iron plate, and Mobile was one of the few deepwater ports available to the Confederacy in 1864 and was also an important transshipment point for goods carried by blockade-runners. After taking New Orleans in early 1862, U.S. Navy rear admiral David G. Farragut wanted to proceed against Mobile with his Gulf Coast Squadron but was ordered to operate on the Mississippi, principally against Vicksburg. This delay allowed the Confederates time to strengthen Mobile’s defenses.

Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864)






	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Vessels engaged
	  18
	    4



	Killed
	145
	  12



	Wounded
	170
	  20



	Vessels sunk
	    2
	    1



	Vessels captured
	    0
	    2
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A print of the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864). It shows the Confederate ironclad ram Tennessee engaging the ships of the Union squadron. The Union flagship, the steam sloop Hartford, is in the foreground, while Confederate Fort Morgan may be seen in the distance. (Library of Congress)

After several further delays occasioned by a lack of Union troops to operate with the navy, early on the morning of August 5, 1864, Farragut led 18 ships, including 4 ironclad monitors, against Mobile Bay. Although he had been forced to send substantial numbers of troops east, Major General Edward R. S. Canby supplied 2,000 men to operate against Confederate Fort Gaines with the promise of additional resources to help take the major Confederate land installation of Fort Morgan once Union garrisons in Texas had been evacuated.

Shortly after 6:00 a.m., the Union ships crossed the bar into the bay. Four monitors formed a column to the right of another column of wooden ships to mask them from the heavy guns of Fort Morgan guarding the entrance to the bay. Farragut had ordered his seven smallest wooden ships lashed to the port side of the larger wooden screw steamers for additional protection.

Shortly before 7:00 a.m., the lead Union ironclad, the Tecumseh, opened fire at Fort Morgan, and the engagement became general. Rear Admiral Franklin Buchanan, commanding the Confederate squadron in the bay, moved to attack the advancing Union ships. Buchanan had at his disposal only the powerful ironclad ram Tennessee (flagship), supported by three gunboats.

Commander Tunis A. M. Craven, captain of the Tecumseh, then made right for the Tennessee, but suddenly there was a great explosion as the monitor struck a torpedo (submerged mine). The Tecumseh went down in less than half a minute, stopping the Union fleet in front of the guns of the powerful Fort Morgan. Lashed in the rigging of his flagship, the screw sloop Hartford, Farragut saw the screw sloop Brooklyn in front of him slow and then reverse engines. The Union ships now began to bunch up as Fort Morgan continued to fire.

This was the decisive point in the battle, and Farragut chose to take the risk of additional mines with his own ship, calling out, “I shall lead.” The Hartford got up speed, and as it passed by the Brooklyn, Farragut shouted, “What’s the trouble?” “Torpedoes,” was the reply. “Damn the torpedoes,” Farragut yelled out. He then ordered his ship to get up speed, and finally he called to the captain of the gunboat lashed to the side of the Hartford, “Go ahead, Jouett, full speed!” Farragut’s words have passed into history in shortened version as “Damn the torpedoes; full speed ahead.”
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Although men below decks on the Hartford could hear primers going off beneath them, none of the remaining Confederate mines exploded. Some Union warships were damaged by Confederate shore fire, but all passed safely into the bay and beyond the range of the fort’s guns.

Buchanan saw Farragut’s pennant flying from the Hartford and ordered the Tennessee to attack. The gunboats also joined in. The Tennessee did not have sufficient speed up to ram, however, and passed by the Union flagship, firing at the remaining pairs of Union ships and inflicting some damage and casualties. Farragut ordered his smaller vessels cut free to attack the Confederate gunboats, which then hauled off and steamed up the bay. Of the three Confederate gunboats, the Selma surrendered, the Gaines was hit several times below the waterline and sank, and the Morgan escaped to the protection of Fort Morgan and later to Mobile.

The Tennessee also gained the protection of Fort Morgan, where Buchanan considered his next move. Rather than wait to be attacked, at 9:00 a.m. he brought his flagship back alone against the entire Union squadron. The Confederate artillerymen at Fort Morgan cheered the ram on in what seemed to be a suicide mission. The Tennessee, with 6 guns, faced 157 Union guns. Buchanan hoped to inflict what damage he could, then return to Fort Morgan and there ground the Tennessee as a stationary battery. He did not want to see a repeat of what had happened to the Confederate ironclad ram Virginia in the James River, when it had been scuttled without a fight.

After ineffectual attempts on both sides to ram, the Tennessee was surrounded and pummeled by the Union ships. The Tennessee was holed only once, but Union shot jammed the Confederate ironclad’s port shutters and cut its exposed steering chains. With his ship dead in the water, his ammunition nearly expended, and himself wounded, Buchanan surrendered the Tennessee.

Farragut then turned his attention to the forts. One of the monitors took up position to the rear of Fort Powell, and that night the Confederates evacuated and blew up that position. This left only Forts Gaines and Morgan. Cut off from assistance, their defeat was inevitable. Fort Gaines surrendered on August 8. Under a flag of truce, Farragut demanded that Brigadier General Richard L. Page surrender Fort Morgan to avoid unnecessary loss of life, but the Confederate commander refused. Two weeks of bombardment followed in which the Tennessee, now recommissioned as a U.S. Navy ship, participated. Page finally surrendered on August 23. Mobile, 30 miles from the Gulf, was not taken until April 1865, in a joint army-navy operation.

Farragut’s capture of Mobile Bay cost the Union side 145 killed and 170 wounded. Many of his wooden ships were heavily damaged, but only one was lost, a supply vessel hit by fire from Fort Morgan while attempting to follow the fleet into the bay. The Confederates lost 12 killed, 20 wounded, and the crews of the Tennessee and Selma captured. For all practical purposes, the Battle of Mobile Bay ended blockade-running in the Gulf and also helped to ensure the reelection of U.S. president Abraham Lincoln.
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Monitor, USS

Revolutionary U.S. Navy warship. With the Confederates at work converting the U.S. Navy steam frigate Merrimack into the ironclad Virginia, the U.S. Navy Department called for the construction of ironclads of its own. One of three experimental ironclads, the Monitor was designed by naval architect John Ericsson. With a low freeboard and a revolving turret, it was by far the most controversial of the three, and securing approval of the Ironclad Board was not easy. The Navy Department accepted the design only because of the perceived threat from the Virginia and because Ericsson promised to complete the work so quickly.

The contract was most unusual and reflected doubts about the ship’s viability. Ericsson and his partners had to assume all the risk. If the ship failed in any way—with the navy to determine what constituted failure—all sums advanced for the construction were to be refunded to the government.

The contract, signed on October 4, 1861, required the ship to be completed in only 100 days, by January 12, 1862. Although this overly ambitious timetable was not met, the ship was completed in near record speed. It was laid down in Brooklyn, New York, on October 25, 1861; was ready for its trials on February 19, 1862; and was commissioned 6 days later.

The Monitor revolutionized naval warfare. Made entirely of iron, it incorporated such innovations as forced draft ventilation. Of only 987 tons displacement, the ship was 179 feet long by 41.5 feet in beam and had a draft of only 10.5 feet. Its two engines delivered 320 horsepower to a single screw propeller. Design speed was nine knots, although actual speed was slightly less.

Characteristics of USS Monitor





	Type
	Ironclad warship



	Order date
	October 4, 1861



	Launch date
	January 30, 1862



	Commission date
	February 25, 1862



	Bauilder
	Continental Iron Works and DeLamater Iron Works



	Length
	179 feet



	Beam
	41 feet 6 inches



	Draft
	10 feet 6 inches



	Displacement
	1,003 tons



	Speed
	8 knots



	Armament
	2 XI-inch Dahlgren guns



	Crew
	59




The Monitor in effect had two hulls: an upper or armored raft supported by a lower iron hull. The raft portion had 2 inches of iron on the deck and 4.5 inches on the sides. To shield the hull, the armor extended 3.5 feet below the waterline. The Monitor’s most visible part was its 120-ton 9-foot-tall spindle-mounted turret amidships. The turret had two side-by-side gun ports and mounted a pair of XI-inch Dahlgren smoothbores. The rotating turret enabled the ship’s gun ports to be protected from enemy fire while the guns were being reloaded. The turret and a small pilothouse (the command center of the ship) located forward and extending only 3′10″ above the deck were both heavily protected. The turret had eight layers and the pilothouse nine layers of 1-inch iron plating. The turret had an interior diameter of less than 20 feet and was quite cramped with the guns and their crews. Most of the ship’s machinery was below the waterline.
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The USS Monitor (foreground) was a revolutionary ironclad warship designed by John Ericsson. This shallow-draft warship with low freeboard and without a superstructure or rigging featured numerous innovations, including a rotating turret. The ship was the first in a long line of turreted warships of this time in the Union Navy. (Naval History and Heritage Command)

The turret provided protection for the gun crews and could fire on an opponent with the ship in almost any position, but the heavy weight of early turrets prevented them from being located high in a ship, and for that reason Ericsson designed the Monitor with very low freeboard. With only 18 inches of freeboard and the turret as its principal visible part, the Monitor came to be called “a hat on the water” or “a cheesebox on a raft.” The ship had no sails. Ericsson simply ignored the part of the contract that called for the Monitor to have a sail rig.

Lieutenant John L. Worden of New York took command of the new warship. His crew numbered just 10 officers and 48 seamen. All were volunteers, the navy being reluctant to assign anyone to such an untried vessel. Following its fitting out at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, the Monitor underwent a shakedown cruise in New York Harbor. On March 4 the Navy Department ordered the Monitor to Hampton Roads in the hopes that it might steam up the Elizabeth River and there engage and destroy the Virginia before it sortied, but a major storm delayed departure. Not until March 6 did Worden believe it safe to set out.

On the trip south, the Monitor nearly foundered in rough weather, the result of workers having mistakenly inserted oakum as a gasket for the turret and their failure to obey Ericsson’s instructions to plug the hawser pipe through which the anchor chain passed. The storm dislodged some of the oakum, eventually creating a long circumferential opening through which the sea poured. The pumps were quite unable to keep up with the influx of water, and the ship was soon in danger. At the same time, water entering through the observation slits in the pilothouse forward and air intake vents on the deck stretched the belts on the blower fans, which then stopped, in turn halting the engines. Carbon dioxide began to spread through the ship. The Monitor was towed to calmer water, and its crew was able to repair the blower belts and clear out the carbon dioxide, restarting the boilers and engines and slowly voiding the remaining water.

The Monitor finally arrived in Hampton Roads on the evening of March 8 and the next morning engaged the Virginia in battle. Their inconclusive three-and-a-half-hour battle was a draw. The Virginia did sustain damage, however, while the Monitor was virtually unscathed. Worden was the only serious Union casualty, blinded by a shell exploding at the pilothouse. Tactically the engagement was a Northern victory, for in merely surviving, the Monitor ensured the safety of the Union transports and supply ships and hence the continuation of the Peninsula Campaign.

The battle signaled a new era in naval warfare and gave rise to so-called Monitor Mania in the North. Of 84 ironclads laid down by the North, 64 were of the Monitor or turreted type. Unfortunately, this inhibited the construction of seagoing ironclads. Until the 1880s, the U.S. Navy had no true seagoing ironclad vessels that could fight similar ships.

After participation in the First Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 15, 1862), the Monitor underwent a refit. Then ordered to Charleston, it was off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, headed south and under tow by the side-wheeler Rhode Island when a violent storm broke out on the afternoon of December 31, 1862. For three hours the crew struggled to save the ship, but the pumps were insufficient for the rush of water produced by 30-foot waves, and the Monitor sank. Launches from the Rhode Island brought off most of the crew, but 14 sailors were lost, including several who refused to leave the turret. Lying upside down, the wreck was first located in 1973 and is now a protected National Historic Site. Parts of the ship, including its revolutionary turret, propeller, and guns, have been recovered for conservation at the Mariners’ Museum in Newport News, Virginia.
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Monitor Mania

Phrase that described the enthusiasm for the construction of ironclad warships that swept the North after the clash between USS Monitor and CSS Virginia on the first day of fighting in the Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862). This first battle between ironclads ended in a tactical victory for the Union. When the four-hour battle was over, the Monitor remained in control of Hampton Roads, although the Virginia controlled the approach to the James River, which offered direct access to the Confederate capital of Richmond.

Northerners, worried about the Virginia’s earlier victories, were both relieved and excited about the success of the smaller Monitor and its engineering technology. Enthusiasts subsequently lobbied for the construction of a large ironclad fleet to replace the navy’s wooden ships. Among the loudest and most effective voices for this effort was Assistant Secretary of the Navy Gustavus V. Fox, who had witnessed the Hampton Roads battle. During the entirety of the war, the U.S. Navy continued to build armored warships. In all, the Union constructed some 60 ironclad vessels of varying size and design. The worst example of the fixation on monitors was the light-draft monitor program debacle late in the war. Of 56 ironclads laid down by the North during the war, 52 of these were of the Monitor or turreted type.
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Monocacy, Battle of

Event Date: July 9, 1864

The major battle of Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21, 1864). Moving north through the Shenandoah Valley corridor, on July 6 Early’s II Corps and various attached units, some 14,000 men (4,000 cavalry and 10,000 infantry), crossed the Potomac River into Maryland. On July 8, the command crossed South Mountain and moved eastward. The next day, forward elements were moving through Frederick, northwest of Washington.

On July 9 east of Frederick, Maryland, at about 8:00 a.m., Confederate units approached the Monocacy River and reported Northern troops on the eastern side. The Federals turned out to be a brigade of VIII Corps and a small force of cavalry, all under Middle Department commander Major General Lew Wallace. Union artillery commanded both the bridge on the road to Washington and the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad bridge to Baltimore, about a quarter mile to the south. Two miles north of the railroad bridge, other Union troops were west of the river in advance of another bridge on the Baltimore Road, as if they meant to prevent the Confederates from crossing there.

Not familiar with the ground, Early halted and deployed skirmishers. At about noon as Early was reconnoitering, he was startled to see Confederate brigadier general John McCausland’s Brigade ford the river about a mile below the railroad bridge, dismount, and engage Union troops. Although McCausland’s men captured a Union battery, they were not strong enough to carry the entire Union position and were forced to fall back. McCausland’s success in getting across the river, however, caused Early to push Major General John B. Gordon’s division across the river at that same point. The Union position was not an easy one to assault, but the Confederates charged and took a number of prisoners.

Although the Union troops were forced to retire late in the day and had sustained some 1,300 casualties, as opposed to fewer than 700 for Early, they had held up the Confederates for most of one day, repulsing five assaults before withdrawing. Early, however, had shown his shortcomings in high command by failing to employ his divisions as part of a wider scheme. He had committed his command piecemeal, and only Gordon’s division had actively assaulted the Union line.

Wallace was reinforced by Brigadier General James Ricketts’s 3rd Division of VI Corps of the Army of the Potomac. This was good news for Early in that he had accomplished one of the primary goals of the raid, that of drawing off units of the Army of the Potomac from the Richmond-Petersburg area and lessening pressure on the Confederate forces there. The bad news was that despite his success in the Battle of the Monocacy, Early was more cautious, for he was uncertain of the size of the Union forces facing him.

Early pressed forward, however. He moved through Silver Spring and reached Fort Stevens, northernmost of 68 forts and batteries surrounding the federal capital, on July 11. It was the closest Confederate forces came to Washington in the entire war. Early concluded, however, that his own forces were too weak and that the Union defenses were too strong for an assault, and he withdrew the next day.
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Monongahela, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit established on June 9, 1863. The Union Department of the Monongahela was headquartered in Pittsburgh and encompassed Pennsylvania west of Johnstown, including the Laurel Mountains, in addition to six counties in eastern Ohio and West Virginia, including Wheeling. Major General William T. H. Brooks served as the department’s sole commander. The department was established chiefly because of concerns that Confederate forces were planning an advance into southwestern Pennsylvania and against Pittsburgh itself.

On June 11, Brooks began to assemble a local militia unit to reinforce his meager volunteer unit. By the end of the month, he had assembled a makeshift force of about 1,000 men, many of whom were poorly armed and trained. In the meantime, he directed the stiffening of defensive fortifications in and around Wheeling and Pittsburgh on the assumption that Confederate forces would strike there first. As Confederate troops entered Pennsylvania farther to the east, Brooks gathered some 3,600 troops with which to man his defenses.

After the Confederate defeat at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), the likelihood of a Confederate probe into western Pennsylvania decreased substantially. The Department of the Monongahela was organized out of existence on April 6, 1864, when it became part of the Department of the Susquehanna.
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Monroe’s Crossroads, Battle of

Event Date: March 10, 1865

Engagement of Major General William T. Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). As Sherman’s army group advanced into North Carolina, Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick’s 3rd Division of cavalry numbering some 4,500 men screened its left flank. Torrential rains had made the advance difficult, and on the evening of March 9, 1865, Kilpatrick camped in the vicinity of the house of Charles Monroe in Cumberland (now Hoke) County. Learning of Kilpatrick’s precise dispositions through the interrogation of a captured Union officer, Confederate lieutenant general Wade Hampton, who was screening General Joseph E. Johnston’s army with some 5,800 cavalrymen, decided to attack.

Early on March 10, Hampton, assisted by Major Generals Matthew C. Butler and Joseph “Fighting Joe” Wheeler, advanced on the Union encampment. Kilpatrick had assigned each of his three brigades the corner of a triangle that crossed likely Confederate routes of march but also made it possible for them to be mutually supporting. Butler, however, discovered in the course of reconnaissance that Kilpatrick had not posted pickets to protect the Union rear.

At daybreak on March 10, Butler, with Wheeler circling around to take the Federals from the rear, was able to ride right up to the Union camps and catch them by surprise. The attackers drove the Federals back in confusion, and the Confederates captured wagons and artillery. Some of the attackers had been sent to surround the Monroe house, for they knew that was where Kilpatrick was lodged with his traveling companion, the comely Mary Boozer. Kilpatrick, clad only in his nightshirt, managed to escape capture through a ruse, however.

The Confederates stopped to plunder, giving Kilpatrick and the Federals time to regroup and counterattack. Thanks to their horse artillery and repeating carbines, the Federals retook the camps at the end of three hours of fighting, and with Union reinforcements on the way, Hampton withdraw to Fayetteville. Casualty reports of the battle—also known as the Fayetteville Road Fight, the Battle of Kilpatrick’s Pants, and Kilpatrick’s Shirttail Skedaddle—are contradictory and incomplete. Kilpatrick gave his losses as 19 dead, some 70 wounded, and 103 taken prisoner. He also stated that his men had killed more than 80 Confederates and taken 30 prisoners and 150 horses. Wheeler claimed to have taken more than 350 Union prisoners, while General Johnston put the total at 500, along with 173 freed Confederates who had been taken by Kilpatrick earlier.

Hampton had opened the road to Fayetteville, and he joined Lieutenant General William J. Hardee there that night. The Battle of Monroe’s Crossroads enabled Hardee to carry out an organized crossing with his infantry corps across the Cape Fear River and join General Joseph E. Johnston, setting the stage for the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865).
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Montague, Robert Latane

Birth Date: May 23, 1819

Death Date: March 2, 1880

Virginia politician. Robert Latane Montague was born in Middlesex County, Virginia, on May 23, 1819. He received a law degree from the College of William and Mary in 1842 and began a legal practice in Saluda, Virginia. In 1850 he served in the Virginia House of Delegates as a Democrat and then was lieutenant governor (1860–1863). In the winter of 1861, Montague was elected to the Virginia Secession Convention, becoming its president. A supporter of secession, he helped secure a majority vote for secession after the firing on Fort Sumter and President Abraham Lincoln’s call for volunteers to suppress the rebellion in April 1861.

With secession accomplished, Montague became a key adviser to Virginia governor John Letcher, taking responsibility for the state’s defenses. Montague also served on an advisory board to the governor on military matters. In November 1863 Montague was elected to the Second Confederate Congress. Serving from 1863 to 1865, he was a member of the important House Ordnance Committee. He strongly supported Confederate president Jefferson Davis and his war policies and urged a greater and more unified war effort. Montague was also influential in attempts to grant military officers more discretionary power to confiscate or requisition war material and other essential goods.

After the war, Montague returned to his Saluda law practice. In 1873 he again sat in the House of Delegates. From 1875 to 1880, he was a judge of Virginia’s Eighth Judicial District. Montague died in Middlesex County, Virginia, on March 2, 1880.
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Montgomery, Alabama

Capital of the state of Alabama since 1846 and the capital of the Confederate States of America (February–May 1861). In 1716 James McQueen, a Scottish trader, became the first permanent European settler in the Montgomery area of southern Alabama. For decades thereafter, European immigration to the area was slow. After the Creek War ended in August 1814, Major General Andrew Jackson forced the Creek tribes to cede to the United States the majority of their lands, which included most of central and southern Alabama. In 1816 the Mississippi territorial legislature created Montgomery County, named after Major Lemuel P. Montgomery, the first American killed at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend (March 27, 1814).

Around 1817, John Scott brought the first group of settlers to the Montgomery area and founded Alabama Town, about two miles downstream from the present-day downtown area. In June 1818, county courts moved from Fort Jackson to Alabama Town, and soon afterward Andrew Dexter founded New Philadelphia, the present-day eastern part of downtown. Scott and his associates built nearby a new town, East Alabama Town. The towns merged on December 3, 1819, and became the city of Montgomery, named after Major General Richard Montgomery, killed during the Revolutionary War.

Montgomery grew steadily if not spectacularly in the decades that followed. In 1822 the city became the county seat, and on January 28, 1846, the state legislature moved the capital from Tuscaloosa to Montgomery. On the eve of the Civil War in 1860, the city’s population was only 8,843. Although it was a thriving commercial and trade center, it boasted only two hotels and thus was ill-equipped to handle a large influx of visitors.

On December 20, 1860, South Carolina seceded from the Union, and Alabama followed suit on January 11, 1861. On February 4, 1861, representatives from Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and South Carolina (the Texas delegation arrived later) met in Montgomery to form the Confederate States of America. They selected Montgomery as the capital of the Confederacy and inaugurated Jefferson Davis as president on the steps of the Alabama State Capitol.

In May after Virginia seceded from the Union and the shooting war had begun, the Confederate capital was moved to Richmond, Virginia, as it quickly became clear that Montgomery lacked the facilities and infrastructure to act as a national capital. During the war Montgomery saw no major battles, but on April 12, 1865, following the Battle of Selma, Union major general James H. Wilson captured the city.
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Montgomery, James

Birth Date: December 22, 1814

Death Date: December 6, 1871

Staunch abolitionist, leading Jayhawker during Bleeding Kansas, and Union officer. James Montgomery was born in Austinburg, Ohio, on December 22, 1814, and in 1837 he moved to Kentucky, where he taught school. In 1852 he moved to Missouri. In 1854 Montgomery, a fervent abolitionist, purchased a farm near present-day Mound City, Kansas, and became a leader of a group of local Free-Soilers. In 1857 he organized and commanded what he called the “Self-Protective Company” to drive out proslavery settlers. The conflict between Montgomery and proslavery elements caused Kansas territorial governor James W. Denver to dispatch U.S. Army troops to restore order. Montgomery also occasionally cooperated with the abolitionist John Brown.

On July 24, 1861, Montgomery received a colonel’s commission and an appointment as commander of the 3rd Kansas Infantry Regiment. Montgomery’s unit participated in raids against a number of proslavery towns in Missouri. During the September 23, 1861, raid on Osceola, Missouri, the brigade to which Montgomery was attached plundered and burned the town and executed nine civilians.

In the spring of 1863 in South Carolina, Montgomery raised an African American infantry regiment, soon known as the 2nd South Carolina Colored Infantry. In June 1863 he commanded a brigade in operations along the coasts of Georgia and South Carolina that, with the assistance of Harriet Tubman, freed almost 800 slaves at Combahee Ferry, South Carolina, on June 2, 1863. Nine days later Montgomery’s troops, along with the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, looted and burned Darien, Georgia. Throughout 1863 and early 1864, Montgomery raided other coastal towns and plantations in South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida.

Montgomery commanded a brigade in Florida in the Battle of Olustee (February 20, 1864). In September 1864 he resigned his commission but in October returned to service as a colonel of the 6th Kansas State Militia, which helped thwart Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28).

After the war Montgomery returned to his farm in Kansas, where he died on December 6, 1871.
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Montgomery Convention

Start Date: February 4, 1861

End Date: March 16, 1861

Convention held by the states of the Deep South to create a confederacy. The Montgomery Convention, which convened in Montgomery, Alabama, began on February 4, 1861, and ended on March 16. Following the election of Abraham Lincoln as president of the United States in November 1860, the states of the lower South immediately called for a convention to discuss secession from the Union and the formation of a confederate government. Southern extremists, known as Fire-Eaters, had been clamoring for more than a decade for the slave states to secede from the Union in order to protect the institution of slavery. When South Carolina declared the dissolution of bonds between the state and the United States in December 1860, other states of the Deep South followed suit.

Within six days of its first meeting, the convention had drafted a temporary constitution and elected a provisional president. The convention then proceeded over the next month to draft a permanent constitution. The final product closely resembled the U.S. Constitution, but the key difference between the two documents was spelled out in the Confederate Constitution’s preamble. While the U.S. Constitution opened with “We the People,” the Confederate Constitution added the clause “each State acting in its sovereign and independent character.” The designers of the Confederate Constitution sought to ensure that states’ rights were upheld and protected. While the U.S. Constitution avoided using the word “slavery,” the Confederate Constitution specifically guaranteed the continuing existence of that institution and specifically prohibited government interference in it.

The Confederate government created by the convention mirrored the U.S. model in that there were three separate branches of government. There were minor variances. The president was limited to a single six-year term and had the power of a line-item veto. The real drama of the convention lay in the selection of the first Confederate president. Fire-Eaters such as Robert Barnwell Rhett and William Yancy coveted the office as a vindication of their years of effortsto dissolve the Union. But the convention, hoping to court the upper slave states that had yet to secede, ignored the radicals and sought more moderate candidates. The three leading presidential contenders were Robert Tombs and Howell Cobb, both of Georgia, and Jefferson Davis of Mississippi. The inability of the Georgia delegation to agree on which of their native sons to support paved the way for the February 9 election of Davis, a former U.S. senator and secretary of war. Alexander Stephens, a former Whig congressman from Georgia, was elected vice president. Davis arrived in Montgomery on February 16 to accept his nomination.

Hurrying to complete its business before Abraham Lincoln’s inauguration on March 4, 1861, the convention authorized the issuance of treasury bills, contracts, and loans; admitted Texas to the new Confederate States of America; announced that the Mississippi River would remain open to traffic; and adopted the Confederate flag (First National Pattern or Stars and Bars). To prepare for what seemed certain war by March 1861, the delegates also authorized the formation of the Confederate Army. To aid in this effort, the convention named and confirmed Stephen R. Mallory as navy secretary and John Reagan as postmaster general. Although the delegation had not completed all the tasks it had set for itself in early February, it nevertheless had created all of the machinery of a new government by the time it disbanded on March 16. The one glaring failure of the convention was its inability to appoint any justices to the Confederate Supreme Court out of fear that such an institution would wield too much power.
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Opening session of the Montgomery Convention, February 4, 1861. Here at Montgomery, Alabama, delegates of the seceded states of the Deep South voted to establish the Confederate States of America. (Library of Congress)
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Moody, Young Marshall

Birth Date: June 23, 1822

Death Date: September 18, 1866

Confederate officer. Young Marshall Moody was born in Chesterfield County, Virginia, on June 23, 1822. In the early 1840s he settled in Alabama, where he found work as a shopkeeper, a schoolteacher, and the clerk of the circuit court of Marengo County. At the start of the Civil War in 1861, Moody enlisted with the 11th Alabama Infantry, securing a captain’s commission. He became friends with Major Archibald Gracie.

Moody subsequently helped Gracie form the 43rd Alabama Infantry, becoming its lieutenant colonel. After Gracie was elevated to brigadier general, Moody became the outfit’s colonel on November 4, 1862. He saw much action in Tennessee, fighting in the eastern part of the state in General Braxton Bragg’s Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862), the Chickamauga Campaign (August–September 1863), the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863), and other engagements. Gracie was seriously wounded at the Battle of Bean’s Station (December 14, 1863), and Moody received a temporary brigade command to fill in for his mentor.

Moody’s brigade was subsequently transferred to General P. G. T. Beauregard’s command, which was based near Petersburg, Virginia, along the James River. Moody was wounded at the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864) but recovered quickly. He then assisted in the defense of Petersburg. On December 4, 1864, Gracie was killed by a Union artillery shell, and Moody once more assumed command of the brigade. On March 4, 1865, he was promoted to brigadier general, only weeks before he was captured near Appomattox on April 8 and was then paroled along with the Army of Northern Virginia.

After the war Moody returned to Alabama, where he engaged in several business endeavors, none of which was very successful. Moody contracted yellow fever and died in New Orleans on September 18, 1866.
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Moore, Andrew Barry

Birth Date: March 7, 1807

Death Date: April 5, 1873

Alabama governor. Andrew Barry Moore was born on March 7, 1807, in Spartanburg District, South Carolina, into a wealthy planter family. Moore was schooled privately and moved to Perry County, Alabama, in 1826. He was admitted to the bar, but he eschewed the practice of law and taught school for several years. He also served for eight years as a justice of the peace and entered the Alabama legislature as a Whig in 1839. Defeated for reelection in 1840, he again served in the legislature from 1842 to 1845 and was its Speaker from 1843 to 1845. From 1851 until 1857, Moore served as a circuit court judge in Alabama. In 1857 he was elected to the governorship, ostensibly as a moderate secessionist.

Late in 1860, Moore stipulated that a secession convention be held in his state on January 7, 1861. However, on January 4 he essentially embraced all-out secession by ordering the seizure of all federal military installations in the state. The convention passed a secession ordinance on January 11, 1861. Moore now asked the legislature for a $500,000 appropriation for state defenses, which it promptly authorized. Moore also received legislative authority to sell $3 million in bonds to provide revenue for the war effort. Moore cooperated closely with the Jefferson Davis administration and held numerous Confederate Army enlistment drives. In December 1861 Moore left office when his term expired, but he served as a close adviser to his successor, John G. Shorter.

At war’s end, Moore was briefly imprisoned at Fort Pulaski, Georgia, by Union authorities, but he was released in August 1865 for health reasons. Moore thereafter practiced law and died on April 5, 1873, in Marion, Alabama.
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Moore, John Creed

Birth Date: February 28, 1824

Death Date: December 31, 1910

Confederate officer. John Creed Moore was born in Hawkins County, Tennessee, on February 28, 1824. Moore attended Emory and Henry College before graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1849. Commissioned in the artillery, he was stationed in Florida, in New Mexico, and at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, rising to first lieutenant in 1853. Moore resigned his commission in 1855 to become a civil engineer and later became a professor at Shelby College in Kentucky.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Moore received a commission as a captain in the Confederate Army and was ordered to Galveston, Texas. There he worked on its defensive fortifications and raised the 2nd Texas Infantry Regiment and was elected its colonel. His regiment was then assigned to Brigadier General Jones M. Withers’s division of the Army of Mississippi. Moore first saw combat at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Withers commended him for his bravery there and in the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30). Moore was appointed brigadier general on May 26, 1862.

Assigned command of a brigade under Major General Dabney H. Maury in the Army of the West, Moore fought in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862) and was then ordered to reinforce the defenses of Vicksburg, where he and his unit were taken prisoner on its surrender on July 4, 1863. Following a prisoner exchange on September 12, during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863) Moore assembled a brigade of three Alabama regiments made up of Vicksburg parolees and fought in the Battle of Lookout Mountain (November 24). Maury, who now commanded at Mobile, sought Moore’s services, and Moore was assigned there. Apparently dissatisfied with his new posting, Moore resigned his commission on February 3, 1864.

Postbellum, Moore settled in Texas, where he again took up a teaching career. During 1869 and 1870 he taught mathematics at the Coronal Institute in San Marcos. Later he was the superintendent of schools in Mexia and East Dallas and taught at a number of schools in Texas. Moore died in Osage, Coryell County, Texas, on December 31, 1910.
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Moore, Patrick Theodore

Birth Date: September 22, 1821

Death Date: February 19, 1883

Confederate officer. Patrick Theodore Moore was born on September 22, 1821, in Galway, Ireland, and immigrated to Canada with his family in 1835. He later settled in Richmond, Virginia, where he became a prosperous merchant and joined the militia. By 1861, he held the rank of captain. In the spring of 1861 he was commissioned in the Confederate Army, and in July he became colonel of the 1st Virginia Infantry Regiment. He was badly wounded in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and spent many months recovering. He was a staff officer for General Joseph E. Johnston during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and also participated in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) on Major General James Longstreet’s staff.

From the summer of 1862 until May 1864, Moore was assigned to court-martial duties. In the late spring and the summer of 1864, he served under Brigadier General James L. Kemper mobilizing Virginia reserve forces. On September 20, 1864, Moore was advanced to brigadier general and commanded local defense forces in and around Richmond. He surrendered to Union authorities with the fall of Richmond and was officially paroled on April 30, 1865. Thereafter, Moore operated an insurance agency and died in Richmond on February 19, 1883.
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Moore, Samuel Preston

Birth Date: September 16, 1813

Death Date: May 31, 1889

Surgeon general of the Confederacy. Born on September 16, 1813, in Charleston, South Carolina, Samuel Preston Moore graduated from the Medical College of South Carolina at age 21. After several years of private practice in Little Rock, Arkansas, Moore applied for a commission as an assistant surgeon in the U.S. Army, which he received in March 1835. He served as a medical officer in the army for more than 26 years. While tending wounded soldiers in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Moore met and became friends with Colonel Jefferson Davis, later president of the Confederacy. In February 1861 shortly after his native state joined the Confederacy, Moore resigned his U.S. Army commission.

On July 30, 1861, President Davis selected Moore to serve as the surgeon general for the Confederacy, a post he held for the duration of the Civil War. His decades of prior service provided him with the experience necessary to lead the medical department, but his strict, abrasive, martinet management style won him few friends. Nevertheless, fellow officers believed that Moore was one of the ablest Confederate administrators. Despite chronic shortages of both medical supplies and qualified doctors, Moore built from scratch a Medical Corps of some 3,000 personnel by 1865 that credibly supported the Confederate war effort.

Moore’s insistence on examination boards to assess the competency of incoming physicians, his strong support for modern pavilion hospitals, and his recognition of the importance of dentistry stand out among his many achievements in military medicine. In September 1861 Moore became the first surgeon general in American history to grant a commission to a woman: Captain Sally Louisa Tompkins.

After the war, Moore retired from medical practice. He held a variety of civic and government posts, including a seat on the Richmond School Board, and served as the first president of the Association of Medical Officers of the Army and Navy of the Confederacy. Moore died on May 31, 1889, in Richmond, Virginia.
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Moore, Thomas Overton

Birth Date: April 10, 1804

Death Date: June 25, 1876

Governor of Louisiana from 1860 to 1864. Born in Sampson County, North Carolina, on April 10, 1804, to a family of well-to-do planters, Thomas Overton Moore was the grandson of General Thomas Overton, a strong supporter of President Andrew Jackson. In 1829 Moore moved to Rapides Parish, Louisiana, to manage his uncle’s cotton plantation, and the next year he purchased his own cotton plantation nearby. An astute businessman, Moore eventually became one of the most successful cotton planters in Louisiana.

After joining the Democratic Party, Moore was elected to the Louisiana legislature in 1848 and the state senate in 1856. As chairman of the Louisiana Senate Education Committee, Moore was instrumental in selecting William Tecumseh Sherman as the first superintendent of the Louisiana State Seminary of Learning and Military Academy (renamed the Louisiana State University in 1870) in 1859. Sherman, an Ohio native, resigned in April 1861 at the outbreak of the Civil War.

By 1859, the Democratic Party in Louisiana was split into two factions organized around the state’s two U.S. senators, Pierre Soulé and John Slidell. Soulé’s faction, who supported Stephen A. Douglas in the 1860 presidential election, nominated Thomas Jefferson Wells in the 1859 gubernatorial election in Louisiana. Slidell’s faction, who supported John C. Breckinridge in the 1860 presidential election, nominated Moore. Moore defeated Wells in the November 1859 election and became Louisiana’s 17th governor on January 23, 1860. A strong supporter of Breckinridge and states’ rights, Moore helped Breckinridge secure Louisiana’s electoral votes.

In early January 1861, Moore convened a special session of the Louisiana legislature to discuss slavery and South Carolina’s recent secession from the Union. While the Louisiana Secession Convention was still deliberating, on January 10, 1861, Moore ordered the Louisiana Militia to seize all federal military posts in the state. Three days later on January 26, 1861, the convention approved a secession ordinance, and with Moore’s support, Louisiana became the sixth state to join the Confederate States of America.

Moore realized the critical importance of New Orleans, the Confederacy’s largest financial center, and he strove to protect that city against Union attacks. At the outset of the war, Moore halted bank payments in gold and silver. Notwithstanding his efforts to protect New Orleans, the city fell to Union forces on April 27, 1862. Two days earlier on April 25, Moore’s government had abandoned Baton Rouge and relocated to Opelousas.

To disrupt Union war efforts in Louisiana, Moore ordered the enlistment in the Louisiana Militia of all white males between ages 17 and 50. He also forbade trade with Union troops and ordered the burning of cotton fields. Despite Moore’s efforts, Union forces captured Opelousas, and the state capital was moved to Shreveport in early 1863. In January 1864, Moore was succeeded by Henry Watkins Allen. Moore returned to his plantation but was forced to flee his home, which was burned by Union troops, in May 1864.

After the Civil War, Moore fled to Mexico (and subsequently Cuba) to escape arrest. William T. Sherman hand-delivered Moore’s petition for a pardon to President Andrew Johnson, who pardoned Moore on January 15, 1867. Moore subsequently returned to Louisiana and retired from politics. His property was restored, and he spent the rest of his life rebuilding his plantation. Moore died on June 25, 1876, near Alexandria, Louisiana.
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Moorefield, Battle of

Event Date: August 7, 1864

Cavalry battle during the opening phase of Union major general Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Following his victory in the Second Battle of Kernstown (July 24, 1864), Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early dispatched Brigadier General John McCausland, with Brigadier General Bradley Tyler Johnson as his second-in-command, and their cavalry brigades, 3,000 men in all, to burn Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and Cumberland, Maryland. Successful in their mission, they entered West Virginia on August 4 and two days later camped near Moorefield. Brigadier General William W. Averell with some 1,760 men pursued the Confederates. Capturing a Confederate courier on the afternoon of August 6, Averell learned of McCausland’s location. Because his own force was outnumbered nearly 2 to 1, Averell planned a night march and a surprise attack at dawn. Carelessly, McCausland had bivouacked with his two brigades separated by the South Branch of the Potomac River.

At about 3:00 a.m. on August 7, a Union advance guard under Captain Thomas Kerr, dressed as Confederates, surprised and captured Johnson’s pickets. Averell then rode up and directed a full-scale Union assault led by Major Thomas Gibson that promptly overran the camp and captured hundreds of bewildered Confederates. The Union troopers pursued the remainder toward and into the Potomac River.

Averell then ordered Colonel William Powell to cross the stream with his brigade and attack McCausland’s men on the south bank. The Confederates there, roused by the commotion in Johnson’s camp, hastily formed a defensive line. As Powell’s men crossed the river, they came under heavy Confederate fire but nonetheless routed McCausland’s brigade. McCausland managed to form his men into a second battle line, but it too was swept aside by Powell’s troops. Averell’s men pursued the defeated Confederates for several hours. Some, McCausland among them, managed to get back to Early’s headquarters at Mount Jackson, Virginia.

Johnson managed to escape to Moorefield, where he rallied about 200 Confederates for an anticipated Union assault. When none was forthcoming, he led these men back to Early’s camp. Union losses in the Battle of Moorefield were 11 killed, 18 wounded, and 13 captured. Confederate casualties were 13 killed, 60 wounded, and 405 captured. The Union also captured four artillery pieces. The Union victory in the battle severely hampered future Confederate cavalry operations in the Shenandoah Valley. Johnson subsequently accused McCausland of neglect of duty and demanded a court of inquiry, which was never held.
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Mordecai, Alfred

Birth Date: January 3, 1804

Death Date: October 23, 1887

Union officer. Alfred Mordecai was born in Warrenton, North Carolina, on January 3, 1804. Raised by his parents as an Orthodox Jew, Mordecai entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, at age 15 and graduated first in his class in 1823. He was an assistant professor at West Point for 2 years and was then involved in the construction of Fort Monroe, Virginia. Promoted to captain in May 1832, Mordecai transferred to the newly organized Ordnance Department. In 1836 he assumed command of the Frankfort Arsenal in Philadelphia.
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U.S. Army officer Albert Mordecai was an important figure in the history of American artillery. He compiled the army’s first ordnance manual and helped reorganize and standardize the artillery along rational lines. Born in North Carolina, Mordecai resigned his commission at the start of the Civil War and took a position as a schoolteacher rather than have to fight against his home state. (U.S. Army)

Mordecai pioneered the use of scientific methods to develop and test ordnance and ammunition in the U.S. Army. He also compiled the army’s first ordnance manual, Ordnance Manual for the Use of Officers of the United States Army (published in 1841 and revised in 1850), and helped reorganize the army’s artillery along more rational lines. In 1839 he was appointed to the Ordnance Board, charged with standardizing the army’s weaponry, and he subsequently published the important work Artillery for the Land Service of the United States (1849), the first uniform artillery system for the U.S. Army.

By 1842, Mordecai was assistant inspector general of arsenals and assistant to the chief of ordnance. He was appointed a member of the West Point Board of Visitors in 1843. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Mordecai commanded the Washington Arsenal. He was promoted to major in 1854.

In 1855 Mordecai was a member of a three-man commission that also included Major Richard Delafield and Captain George B. McClellan dispatched to Europe to study European military developments and observe the Crimean War (1854–1856). Among his important recommendations was that the army adopt the 12-pounder French Napoleon cannon. It became the standard artillery piece of the Civil War.

With the outbreak of the Civil War, Mordecai faced a difficult choice. Offered several military posts in the Confederacy, he declined. After much soul-searching, in 1861 he resigned his commission so he would not have to break his oath or fight against his native state. This decision undoubtedly cost him a higher place in the pantheon of American history.

Early in the war, Mordecai taught math at a private school in Philadelphia. He was then assistant engineer of the Mexico & Pacific Railroad (1863–1866) and treasurer and secretary of canal and coal companies controlled by the Pennsylvania Railroad Company (1867–1887). Mordecai died in Philadelphia on October 23, 1887. His son Alfred graduated from West Point in 1861 and fought for the Union.
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Morell, George Webb

Birth Date: January 8, 1815

Death Date: February 11, 1883

Union officer. Born in Cooperstown, New York, on January 8, 1815, George Webb Morell graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1835, when he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers. In 1837 he resigned this commission and became a civil engineer in the railroad industry. Later he studied law, passed the bar, and practiced law in New York. He was a U.S. court commissioner from 1859 to 1861.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, Morell was serving as colonel and quartermaster of the New York Militia. In August 1861 he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers and assumed command of a brigade in the Army of the Potomac. During Major General George McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Morell took charge of a division in Major General Fitz John Porter’s V Corps and performed well in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Morell also led the division in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and at Antietam (September 17). He ruined his army career, however, when he testified on the behalf of Porter during that officer’s unwarranted court-martial for dereliction of duty in the Second Battle of Bull Run. Following the Battle of Antietam, Morell found himself without a command. Having been advanced to major general of volunteers to date from July 4, 1862, he saw his promotion go unconfirmed. After months of inactivity, he commanded a draft depot in Indianapolis before mustering out of the volunteer army on December 15, 1864. He returned to New York, where he farmed. Morell died on February 11, 1883, in Scarborough, New York.
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Morgan, Charles Hale

Birth Date: November 6, 1834

Death Date: December 20, 1875

Union officer. Born in Manlius, New York, on November 6, 1834, Charles Hale Morgan graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1857. He then held garrison and frontier assignments and did not return to the East until December 1861. As first lieutenant of the 4th U.S. Artillery, Morgan took part in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Promoted to captain on August 5, 1862, he was on sick leave until October 1, when he assumed command of the artillery in II Corps of the Army of the Potomac, directing it in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

On January 1, 1863, Morgan became chief of staff to Major General Winfield S. Hancock as a lieutenant colonel of volunteers. Morgan remained with Hancock for the rest of the war, directing the staff functions and assisting in artillery dispositions. Morgan earned five brevets, one for his actions in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). When Hancock was forced to relinquish field command because of complications from an old wound, Morgan accompanied him to Washington, D.C., where they recruited for the Veterans Reserve Corps. At the end of the war, Morgan was with Hancock as the chief of staff of the Middle Military Division. On May 21, 1865, Morgan was commissioned brigadier general of volunteers.

Morgan mustered out of the volunteers on January 15, 1866, but remained in the regular army as a captain. He held a number of garrison assignments and was promoted to major on February 5, 1867. Morgan died while on duty at Alcatraz Island, California, on December 20, 1875.
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Morgan, Edwin Denison

Birth Date: February 8, 1811

Death Date: February 14, 1883

Influential New York governor, Union officer, and U.S. senator. Edwin Denison Morgan was born on February 8, 1811, in Washington, Massachusetts. He moved to Windsor, Connecticut, when he was 11 years old. Morgan studied at the Bacon Academy (Colchester, Connecticut) for two years before relocating to Hartford, where he clerked in his uncle’s grocery store. In 1832 Morgan was elected to the Hartford City Council. Four years later he moved to New York City, where he briefly entered the wholesale grocery business. A canny businessman, Morgan went on to make an enormous fortune in the banking and brokerage businesses.

In 1849 Morgan was elected a New York City alderman. From 1850 to 1855, now an antislavery Whig, he served in the New York Senate. From 1855 to 1858, he served as New York’s commissioner of immigration.

Morgan abandoned the moribund Whig Party in 1855 to join the Republican Party, which he helped organize in New York. In 1856 he was elected chairman of the Republican National Committee, a post he held until 1864. During that time, he worked diligently to transform the party into a national powerhouse.
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Edwin D. Morgan was governor of New York from 1859 to 1863. A staunch supporter of President Abraham Lincoln, Morgan immersed himself in the war effort both as governor and then as a U.S. senator. (Hulton Archive/Getty Images)

From January 1, 1859, to January 1, 1863, Morgan also served as New York governor. An able administrator, he fully supported President Abraham Lincoln’s war policies and mobilized and equipped some 225,000 soldiers for federal military service. In September 1861 Lincoln appointed Morgan major general of volunteers and gave him charge of the Department of New York. Although Morgan did not lead any troops in the field, the largely honorific position enabled him to more effectively mobilize the rich resources of the Union’s most populous and industrially diverse state. Morgan worked hard to mitigate the effects of New York’s powerful Democratic Party, some of which was profoundly anti-Lincoln in its outlook. Morgan refused to run again in 1862 because he differed with Radical Republicans over abolition and emancipation. His other accomplishments as governor included the fortification of New York Harbor, improvements to the state’s canals, and the amelioration of New York state’s finances. On January 1, 1863, Morgan dutifully resigned his army commission with the end of his gubernatorial term.

Having been elected to the U.S. Senate in late 1862, Morgan was sworn into office in March 1863 and served until March 1868. There he worked diligently to continue the Lincoln administration’s war program. In 1865, newly inaugurated President Andrew Johnson, who admired Morgan’s loyalty and hard work, offered him the post of secretary of the treasury. Morgan, who did not support some of Johnson’s policies, declined. Morgan later voted to impeach Johnson.

Morgan ran an unsuccessful reelection campaign in 1868 and left the Senate in 1869. He returned to New York City and engaged in his various business pursuits before again serving as chairman of the Republican National Committee (1872–1876). In 1876 he ran unsuccessfully for another term as New York governor and thereafter effectively retired from active politics. In 1881 Morgan declined President Chester A. Arthur’s nomination for treasury secretary. In his twilight years, Morgan was deeply committed to philanthropic endeavors, endowing several universities and hospitals. He died on February 14, 1883, in New York City.
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Morgan, George Washington

Birth Date: September 20, 1820

Death Date: July 26, 1893

Union officer. Born in Washington County, Pennsylvania, on September 20, 1820, George Washington Morgan was a student at Washington College but withdrew at age 16 in 1836 to join a volunteer company raised by his brother, Thomas Jefferson Morgan, to fight in the Texas Revolution. Arriving in Texas that November, George Morgan was commissioned first a lieutenant and then a captain in the Texas Army, commanding the post at Galveston and serving with the 1st Regiment of Texas Rangers.

Returning to Pennsylvania in 1839, Morgan attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, during 1841 and 1842 but resigned because of poor grades. He moved to Mount Vernon, Ohio; studied law; was admitted to the bar; and became prosecuting attorney for Knox County. Morgan volunteered for military service during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was colonel of the 2nd Ohio Volunteer Regiment, then commanded the 15th U.S. Infantry before being brevetted brigadier general in 1848 for gallantry at the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco, where he was severely wounded.

Returning to Ohio to recuperate, from 1848 to 1855 Morgan practiced law in Mount Vernon. He then served as U.S. consul at Marseille, France, in 1856 and as minister to Portugal in 1858. He returned to the United States on the beginning of the Civil War and, because of his prior military record, secured a commission as a brigadier general in the Union Army.

Morgan took command of the 7th Division in Major General Don Carlos Buell’s Army of the Ohio. Ordered to secure strategic Cumberland Gap, on June 18, 1862, Morgan’s division defeated the Confederates there under Brigadier General Carter L. Stevenson. General Braxton Bragg’s invasion of Kentucky forced Morgan to withdraw that September. He conducted a masterful retreat. His 8,000 men covered more than 200 miles to Greenup, Kentucky, in 16 days, while under attack by Confederate colonel John Hunt Morgan’s guerrillas. In November, George Morgan served under Major General Jacob D. Cox in the Kanawha Valley in western Virginia (West Virginia).

Morgan commanded a division of XIII Corps under Major General William T. Sherman during the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862), but Sherman expressed dissatisfaction with Morgan’s performance in the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862), where he failed to carry out orders for a planned attack. Morgan then commanded XIII Corps in the Battle of Fort Hindman/Arkansas Post (June 9–11, 1863), resulting in the capture of that Confederate post. Morgan resigned his commission on June 8, 1863, because of illness and dissatisfaction with the employment of black troops. While he supported maintaining the Union at all costs, he opposed any interference in the internal affairs of Southern states, including the institution of slavery.

Morgan campaigned unsuccessfully for the election of Democratic Party candidate George B. McClellan for the presidency in 1864. Morgan was also unsuccessful in his own bid for the Ohio governorship in 1865, being defeated by his former commander Jacob D. Cox. Elected to Congress from Ohio in 1866, Morgan served in the U.S. House of Representatives (1867–1868 and 1871–1873), where he opposed the harsh measures of Reconstruction. He was a delegate to the Democratic National Convention in 1876. Morgan died on July 26, 1893, during a visit to Fort Monroe, Virginia.
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Morgan, James Dada

Birth Date: August 1, 1810

Death Date: September 12, 1896

Union officer. Born in Boston, Massachusetts, on August 1, 1810, James Dada Morgan became a seaman on the merchant ship Berkley in 1826. A month later a mutiny occurred, and the ship was burned. Morgan spent two weeks in a lifeboat before reaching the coast of South America and then making his way home. In 1839 he moved to Quincy, Illinois, where he became a merchant and joined the Illinois Militia. Commissioned a captain in the 1st Illinois Infantry on June 18, 1846, during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) he served in Mexico before mustering out on June 17, 1847.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Morgan was commissioned a lieutenant colonel on April 29, 1861, in the 10th Illinois Infantry, a three-month regiment. When it was reconstituted as a three-year regiment, he became its colonel on July 29. Initially assigned to Mound City, Illinois, in the Cairo District, he commanded a brigade in Major General John Pope’s Army of the Mississippi during operations at New Madrid and Island No. 10 (March 3–April 7, 1862) and in the Siege of Corinth, Mississippi (May 3–30). Appointed brigadier general on July 17, 1862, Morgan was stationed at Bridgeport, Alabama, where his men guarded the Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad bridge over the Tennessee River.

During the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Morgan commanded a brigade and sometimes a division in XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland. During Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21), Morgan commanded the 2nd Division in XIV Corps and then took part in Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Brevetted major general for the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21), with date of rank of March 19, Morgan mustered out of the volunteers on August 24.

After the war, Morgan resumed his career as a successful merchant and became a banker. He also devoted considerable attention to the Society of the Army of the Cumberland, serving for a time as its vice president. Morgan died in Quincy, Illinois, on September 12, 1896.
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Morgan, John Hunt

Birth Date: June 1, 1825

Death Date: September 4, 1864

Confederate officer. Born in Huntsville, Alabama, on June 1, 1825, John Hunt Morgan moved at a young age with his family to Lexington, Kentucky. He briefly attended Transylvania College in Lexington but was expelled for boisterous behavior. At the start of the Mexican-American War in 1846, Morgan enlisted in the 1st Kentucky Cavalry Regiment, was commissioned a lieutenant, and distinguished himself at the Battle of Buena Vista in 1847. Later that year he left the army and returned to Kentucky. He subsequently took over a merchandising business inherited from his grandfather and soon opened his own hemp manufacturing company.

With tensions growing between North and South and on his own initiative, Morgan organized and equipped a militia company, the Lexington Rifles, in 1857. When the Civil War began in April 1861 and Kentucky did not secede from the Union, Morgan led his men to join Confederate forces at Bowling Green, Kentucky. He was commissioned a captain in the Confederate cavalry in October 1861. On April 4, 1862, he was appointed colonel of the 2nd Kentucky Cavalry Regiment.
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Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan was a cavalry commander who led a series of daring raids deep into Union territory during the Civil War. The raids were in Kentucky and Tennessee but also reached as far north as Indiana and Ohio. (Library of Congress)

Morgan fought at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and afterward was assigned to General Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee. However, Morgan often operated independently. He undertook a raid into Kentucky on July 4, 1862, attacking Union lines of communication and destroying supplies. His troops took 1,200 Federals prisoner while losing only 100 men themselves. Near Gallatin, Tennessee, on August 21, 1862, Morgan defeated a Union force sent to pursue him. During another raid in October, he managed to occupy his hometown of Lexington for a short time, and a December foray behind Union lines in Tennessee netted Morgan 1,700 prisoners and promotion to brigadier general.

Defeated in the Battle of Vaught’s Hill (March 20, 1863) in Tennessee, that July Morgan undertook an ambitious raid into the North. Bragg opposed the operation, but Morgan ignored his commander and set out on July 2, 1863, with 2,400 men. The raid proved to be unexpectedly difficult. Morgan’s troops suffered heavy casualties on July 4 when Union cavalry opposed their crossing of the Green River, and more men were lost the next day in Morgan’s capture of the Union garrison at Lebanon, Kentucky. Nevertheless, Morgan persisted, crossing the Ohio River into Indiana on July 8. Five days later he entered Ohio, but Union forces were now converging on him from all directions. Brigadier General Edward Hobson’s Union cavalry caught up with Morgan on July 19 at Buffington Island, and in the ensuing battle Morgan lost 800 men. He escaped with his remaining troops but was himself captured at Salineville on July 26. Only 400 of his soldiers eluded pursuit and returned to the Confederate lines.

On November 26, 1863, Morgan managed to escape from the Ohio State Penitentiary, where he and most of his officers had been imprisoned. Making his way back to Confederate territory, beginning in April 1864 he assumed a succession of departmental commands in southwestern Virginia and eastern Tennessee. Plagued by charges that his troops lacked discipline and engaged in looting, Morgan sought to redeem himself with a raid on Knoxville, Tennessee. Before he reached his objective, however, Union forces attacked his camp at Greeneville, Tennessee, during the night of September 3–4, 1864. Morgan was killed on September 4 in the ensuing battle.
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Morgan, John Pierpont

Birth Date: April 17, 1837

Death Date: March 31, 1913

American financier, banker, and industrialist. Born in Hartford, Connecticut, on April 17, 1837, John Pierpont Morgan was the son of Julius Morgan, a wealthy financier. After attending the University of Göttingen in Germany, John Morgan worked as an accountant for Duncan, Sherman, and Company, a New York City banking firm, from 1857 to 1861. During the Civil War, Morgan avoided military service by paying for a substitute soldier to take his place. He first worked for George Peabody and Company and then moved to Dabney, Morgan, and Company from 1864 to 1871.

In August 1861, Morgan made a $20,000 loan to a middleman, who was to purchase 5,000 carbines. The middleman then arranged for their sale to the U.S. War Department, for twice the amount he had paid for them. Not aware of the prearranged sale to the government, Morgan received payment for the loan’s cost, the cost of shipping, and a commission. When the sale caused criticism in Congress, Morgan escaped blame for his role in the scheme because he had not been involved in the transactions beyond the original loan. In the autumn of 1863, he was involved in a more questionable gold-trading scheme designed to inflate the price of gold. After arranging for the transfer of $1.15 million in gold to Great Britain, which immediately led to an increase in the value of gold, Morgan and his partner were able to sell the remainder of their gold supply for a tidy profit of $132,000. Clearly, Morgan seemed more interested in profiting from the Civil War than he was in advancing the war effort.

Morgan joined the Philadelphia firm of Drexel, Morgan, and Company as a partner in 1871, and in 1893 he became the senior partner of the firm. The firm, which became J. P. Morgan and Company, grew to be one of the most powerful banking houses in the world.

Morgan bought, consolidated, or restructured many U.S. railroads during the last two decades of the 19th century. By 1900, he controlled more than 5,000 miles of rail lines. Given the vast quantities of steel that railroads required, Morgan wanted to acquire interests in the steel industry. In 1892 he financed the formation of General Electric by merging Edison General Electric and the Thomson-Houston Electric Company. Morgan then supplied the U.S. government with $62 million in gold to issue government bonds, which restored a surplus in the U.S. Treasury. This financial coup helped to return the nation to economic prosperity following the devastating economic depression unleashed in 1893.

In 1901 Morgan financed the creation of the United States Steel Corporation by purchasing the interests of Andrew Carnegie and other steel-producing industrialists. At the time of its creation, the United States Steel Corporation, which became the world’s first billion-dollar corporation, was the largest steel producer in the world and accounted for two-thirds of all U.S. steel production. In 1902 Morgan facilitated the creation of the International Mercantile Marine Company by financing the purchase of the Leyland Line and other British steamship companies operating in the Atlantic Ocean.

Morgan made substantial contributions to charities, churches, hospitals, and schools during his lifetime. He died in Rome, Italy on March 31, 1913.
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Morgan, John Tyler

Birth Date: June 20, 1824

Death Date: June 11, 1907

Confederate officer. John Tyler Morgan was born in Athens, Tennessee, on June 20, 1824, but moved to Alabama at age nine. Morgan studied law in Tuskegee and established a practice in Talladega. He later opened a law practice in Selma and Cahaba. In 1860 as a Democratic presidential elector, Morgan supported John C. Breckinridge and in 1861 was a delegate to the state secession convention.

After Alabama seceded from the Union, Morgan enlisted as a private in the Cahaba Rifles, which became part of the 5th Alabama Infantry, with Morgan elected major in May 1861. The regiment was sent to Virginia and fought in engagements associated with the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). In November, Morgan was promoted to lieutenant colonel but resigned to raise a mounted unit. In August 1862 he formed the 51st Alabama Cavalry (Partisan Rangers), which he commanded as a colonel at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). Morgan declined promotion to brigadier and command of an Alabama brigade in the Army of Northern Virginia.

Commanding a brigade in Major General Joseph Wheeler’s Cavalry Corps, Army of Tennessee, Morgan fought at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and, again promoted to brigadier general on November 16, took part in the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). He also saw combat in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and harassed Union forces during the March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). By April 1865, Morgan was attempting to organize African American troops for home defense in Alabama, which was ironic given his oft-stated white supremacist beliefs.

Postbellum, Morgan returned to his law practice. In 1876 he was elected to the U.S. Senate, where he served until his death in 1907. In Congress he strongly advocated racial segregation, supported legalized lynching, and worked to repeal the Fifteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. He also championed the building of a shipping canal in Central America. Morgan died in Washington, D.C., on June 11, 1907.
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Morgan’s Christmas Raid

Start Date: December 22, 1862

End Date: January 5, 1863

One of many raids by Confederate cavalry commander John Hunt Morgan. The Louisville & Nashville Railroad was critical to Union major general William S. Rosecrans’s Army of the Cumberland. Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan was determined to disrupt that supply line from Louisville to Nashville, with his principal objective being the destruction of two railroad trestles at Muldraugh’s Hill just north of Elizabethtown in Kentucky. After securing permission from Army of Tennessee commander Braxton Bragg, on December 22 Morgan departed Alexandria, Tennessee, with some 4,000 cavalrymen, most of whom were Kentuckians, and seven guns. Some of his men had no weapons. Each man carried a three-day supply of rations.

Proceeding north, Morgan crossed the state line near Tompkinsville on December 24 and, some 90 miles from his starting place, routed the advance guard of a battalion of the 2nd Michigan Cavalry, then continued north through Glasgow. On Christmas Day he defeated several companies of the 4th and 5th Indiana Cavalry at Bear Wallow near Cave City, taking most of the Union soldiers prisoner.

To confuse the Federals as to his objective, Morgan sent part of his force to burn the Bacon Creek Bridge, taking the stockade defending it and capturing nearly 100 Union soldiers. Farther north on December 27, Morgan used his considerable numerical advantage to defeat the 91st Illinois Volunteer Infantry defending Elizabethtown. In their stiffest combat yet, Morgan’s men secured the town and took 650 prisoners.

The next day Morgan’s men tore up track as they moved against Muldraugh. There they assaulted and captured the two stockades protecting the two railroad trestles, which were about two miles apart, each some 90 feet high and 500 feet in length. The raiders then burned the trestles. Here Morgan took another 700 prisoners, including 27 officers.

Union forces were now out in force seeking to catch Morgan. On December 29, Colonel John Harlan and 2,300 infantry with a battery of artillery caught up with Morgan at the Rolling Fork River near Boston, but Morgan was able to fight his way across. He passed through Bardstown, New Haven, Springfield, and Campbellsville. At Tebbs Bend, the Confederates burned a stockade and a bridge over the Green River. Morgan arrived at Smithville, Tennessee, on January 5, 1863.

The so-called Christmas Raid was arguably Morgan’s most successful foray of the war. His men killed or wounded some 150 Union soldiers and captured and paroled more than 1,800. The raiders also destroyed several million dollars’ worth of Union property, tore up 35 miles of track, and burned bridges, railroad depots, water stations, and stores. It would be March 1863 before work began on restoring the lost bridges and trestles. Morgan’s men were also now fully armed with excellent weapons. Morgan had accomplished all this at a cost to his own force of only 2 dead and 14 wounded. The raid had severely crippled the Army of the Cumberland’s supply lines and brought Morgan considerable notoriety.
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Morgan’s Ohio Raid

Start Date: July 2, 1863

End Date: July 26, 1863

Unsuccessful Confederate cavalry raid into the Northern states led by Brigadier General John Hunt Morgan. Morgan had long considered making a cavalry raid into the Northern states to disrupt Union communications and supply lines. In June 1863 with one Union army besieging Vicksburg, Mississippi, and another preparing to move against Confederate forces in Tennessee, Morgan decided that the time was ripe to undertake such an operation.

Knowing that his superiors would no doubt consider the raid reckless and withhold their approval, Morgan deceived them by requesting permission to attack Louisville, Kentucky, with a contingent of 2,000 men. Once permission was granted, Morgan set out from Alexandria, Tennessee, with more than 2,400 cavalrymen and four guns. He intended to head north through Kentucky, cross the Ohio River, and march eastward across Indiana and Ohio, eventually returning to Confederate territory in western Virginia. Morgan believed that swift movement would prevent Union forces from concentrating against him.

On July 2, Morgan brushed aside a small force of Union cavalry at Burkesville, Kentucky, and crossed the Cumberland River. The next day, however, he encountered stiffer resistance from Union infantry at Tebbs Bend on Green River and lost 35 killed and 40 wounded in an unsuccessful attempt to cross. Morgan crossed elsewhere, reached Lebanon on the morning of July 5, and, following several hours of fighting, forced nearly 400 Union troops to surrender.

Morgan arrived in Brandenburg on July 8 and crossed the Ohio River into Indiana on two steamboats that an advance party had seized the previous day. During the next five days, Morgan’s cavalry raced across the state, destroying bridges, railroad track, and other transportation facilities and plundering civilian property. The raiders entered Ohio on July 13.

Certain that the Union commander in the region, Major General Ambrose Burnside, would concentrate forces north of Cincinnati to intercept the Confederates, Morgan skirted past the city, covering 95 miles in 32 hours. Despite exhausting his horses, Morgan continued at a rapid pace, believing that he had outdistanced any pursuers. The Ohio Militia obstructed roads and skirmished with the Confederates but did little to slow Morgan’s march.

Unknown to Morgan, however, Colonel Edward Hobson’s two brigades of Union cavalry had been only 24 hours behind the Confederates since July 6. Meanwhile, Burnside had anticipated that Morgan would attempt to cross the Ohio into West Virginia at Buffington Island and had ordered other troops and gunboats to converge there.

When Morgan reached Buffington on July 19, he found the gunboat Moose blocking his path. The gunboat’s fire overwhelmed Morgan’s artillery, and nearby Union troops took advantage of the confusion and attacked. Hobson’s cavalry arrived during the battle, charged, and dispersed the Confederates. Morgan escaped with part of his command, leaving behind 100 killed or wounded and 700 prisoners.
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Illustration depicting Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan and his raiders. Morgan’s July 1863, raid reached as far as Ohio and Indiana and caused great consternation in the North. (North Wind Picture Archives)

That evening, 300 of Morgan’s men crossed the Ohio at Belleville before the Moose steamed up to block the river. Morgan and his remaining troops then continued their flight northward but were finally captured on July 26 at West Point, Ohio. Morgan’s 1,100-mile raid through enemy territory accomplished little. The Confederates inflicted only minor damage, and the cost was excessive, as only about 400 of Morgan’s troops managed to return to the South.
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Morrill, Justin Smith

Birth Date: April 14, 1810

Death Date: December 28, 1898

Republican politician best known for having introduced and supported the 1862 Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act. Justin Smith Morrill was born in Strafford, Vermont, on April 14, 1810. He worked as a merchant and farmer in Vermont before running for the U.S. House of Representatives in 1854. He served first as a Whig and then as a Republican from 1855 until 1867, when he began serving as a U.S. senator. Morrill remained in the Senate until his death in 1898.

In the House, Morrill wrote the Tariff Act of 1861, helped draft the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, and chaired the important Ways and Means Committee. By far his biggest contribution in the House, however, was his sponsorship of the Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act, first introduced in the House in 1857 but not signed into law until 1862. Certainly the most far-reaching federal program to advance higher education in American history, the legislation resulted in the transfer of some 13 million acres of federal lands to individual states, the proceeds of which were to be used to establish state agricultural and mechanical colleges. The bill led to the eventual creation of 69 such schools, many of which became large, prestigious public universities.

In the Senate, Morrill helped expand the Library of Congress and chaired the Finance Committee. He also served as a regent for the Smithsonian Institution (1883–1898) and as a trustee for the University of Vermont, which his legislation had helped fund. Morrill’s humble background and lack of a college education had inspired him to provide educational opportunities to farming families and others who would have been unable to afford such a luxury. As a farmer himself, he was also interested in advancing the science and technology of agriculture. Morrill died in Washington, D.C., on December 28, 1898.
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Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act

Legislation passed by the U.S. Congress that provided millions of acres of land and other incentives to the individual states for educational purposes—chiefly to establish public agricultural and mechanical colleges and universities. The Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act was expanded in 1863 and specified that the student curricula must include military science, providing the groundwork for today’s Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC).

The initial goal was for each state to establish at least one such school within its boundaries. The legislation was named for Vermont’s Republican representative Justin S. Morrill, who first introduced the bill in Congress in 1857. The Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act was the most sweeping education-related legislation passed by the U.S. Congress since the 1780s.

Some educators had begun to press for a comprehensive system of state colleges and universities as early as the last 1840s. At that time, most colleges were private and expensive, meaning that most Americans could not access them. Many Great Plains and western states had few if any colleges or universities. By the mid-1850s, Morrill became interested in advancing agricultural technology; he also sought a way of providing farmers’ sons with the opportunity to gain access to higher education.

In December 1857, Morrill introduced a bill in the Senate that would parcel federal land to the states, free of charge, with the stipulation that the land be used to create agricultural and mechanical colleges. States could also sell some of the land so long as the profits went toward creating state colleges. Initially there was little support for the measure. Southerners and many Democrats opposed it, although it did pass both houses of Congress by February 1859. President James Buchanan vetoed the legislation, however, as he believed that the U.S. Constitution had not empowered the federal government to disperse land to the states for resale.

In December 1861 Morrill introduced virtually the same act, although he was less than sanguine that it would be successful because of wartime exigencies. This time, however, the public seemed much more enthusiastic about the legislation, and Morrill received help from several powerful Republican politicians. Some westerners were leery of giving federal lands to eastern states, but this did not stop the momentum of the political process. The House passed the bill by a vote of 90 to 25 on June 10, 1862; that same day, the Senate approved it by a margin of 32 to 7. President Abraham Lincoln eagerly signed it into law on July 2.

The legislation provided 30,000 acres of land for each U.S. representative and senator a state sent to Congress; thus, states with larger populations (and more representatives) received the most land. After the Civil War, the same offer was made to the Southern states. Many states, however, lacked the funds to begin building schools immediately. In 1887 Congress passed the Hatch Act, which made federal funds available so that schools could be founded and built. In the end, the Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act distributed some 13 million acres of land and had provided for the establishment of 69 land-grant colleges and universities. Among the more notable ones are Auburn University, the University of California, the University of Connecticut, Rutgers University, Ohio State University, Pennsylvania State University, Michigan State University, Iowa State University, the University of Tennessee, Texas A&M University, and Clemson University.
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Morris, Thomas Armstrong

Birth Date: December 26, 1811

Death Date: April 1, 1904

Union officer. Thomas Armstrong Morris was born on December 26, 1811, in Indianapolis, Indiana. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1834. Commissioned in the 1st U.S. Artillery Regiment, Morris held a number of engineering assignments before leaving the service to enter the railroad business full-time.

Morris became Indiana’s resident engineer and oversaw the construction of the Madison & Indianapolis Railroad as well as the Central Canal. Later he served as president of the Indianapolis & Cincinnati Railroad. At the same time, Morris was a colonel in the Indiana Militia.

In early 1861, Morris was named quartermaster general for state troops; he became a brigadier general in the state militia in April. By the late spring of 1861 he had command of a brigade of Indiana state troops, which came to be known as the Indiana Brigade. The brigade was ordered to western Virginia as part of the Department of the Ohio.

Morris led Union forces at the Battle of Philippi (June 3, 1861) and took part in the Battle of Rich Mountain (July 11). On July 13 along the Cheat River, the Indiana Brigade attacked Confederate forces led by Brigadier General Robert S. Garnett. Reinforced by the 7th Indiana Regiment, Morris’s command defeated the Confederates in fighting in which Garnett was among the Confederate dead. This action ensured Union control of western Virginia.

Morris was offered a commission as brigadier general in the volunteer army in September 1862 and a volunteer major general’s commission a month later, but he demurred and returned home to civilian pursuits. He remained active in the railroad industry and was also president of the Indianapolis Water Company. Morris died on April 1, 1904, in Indianapolis.
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Morse, Samuel Finley Breese

Birth Date: April 27, 1791

Death Date: April 2, 1872

American painter and inventor who developed the first single-wire telegraph and who cocreated Morse code. Samuel Finley Breese Morse was born in Charlestown, Massachusetts, on April 27, 1791. He attended the elite Phillips Academy and then Yale College, graduating in 1810.

While still in school, Morse began painting, which became a lifelong avocation; his specialty was portraits. In 1825 his wife’s sudden death deeply affected him, and thereafter he became fascinated with the development of rapid long-distance communications. Had he received timely information of her illness, Morse believed that he might have been able to be at his wife’s bedside before she died.

Following a two-year stay in Europe (1830–1832) where he further honed his artistic skills, Morse made the acquaintance of Charles Thomas Jackson, an expert in electromagnetism from Boston. After talking to Jackson at great length and watching experiments that he performed aboard ship, Morse was confident that he could perfect a single-wire electromagnetic telegraph.

By 1835 Morse had put together a workable telegraphic relay system, and within two years he had performed a successful series of experiments that proved his system worked and could be implemented on a large scale at a relatively low cost. In 1838 Morse traveled to Washington, D.C., where he hoped to convince the U.S. Congress to appropriate funds for an extensive telegraph system. He was at first unsuccessful in his endeavor. Because there was no existing infrastructure for telegraph lines, the start-up costs involved in creating a nationwide telegraph system appeared daunting. Thousands of miles of telegraph wires would have to be strung from poles that had to be strategically placed along railroad lines.

In 1843 Congress appropriated $30,000 for an experimental system linking Baltimore, Maryland, with Washington, D.C. Morse’s system performed flawlessly, and in May 1845 the first commercial U.S. telegraph company came into being, linking cities in the Northeast. Soon thereafter, telegraph lines were erected to link the East with the Mississippi River; by the late 1850s, they connected the West Coast with the East Coast.

Although the telegraph was used in a very limited capacity during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), the technology was employed extensively during the Civil War. Indeed, the telegraph proved to be invaluable to both sides and greatly aided the transfer of information and the movement of troops and supplies. In the late summer of 1861, the U.S. government took over all telegraph lines around Washington, D.C., and soon formed the Military Telegraph Service under Colonel Edward S. Sanford. To aid commanders in the field, makeshift telegraph lines strung on poles and through insulators were employed in encampments and on or near battlefields. Operators used coded messages, although the Union managed to break the Confederate code. The Confederates, however, never broke the Union code. Tapping enemy lines was quite frequent throughout the war.

In his later years, Morse’s income came mainly from usage agreements with telegraph companies and European patents on his work. In 1858 he received a payment of 400,000 French francs for his patent. Morse became an exponent for slavery and was known for his rabid anti-Catholic and anti-immigration views. He also ran unsuccessfully for mayor of New York and for a seat in Congress. In his later years he viewed his life almost as a failure, despite the momentous changes wrought by the telegraph. Morse died on April 2, 1872, in New York City.
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Mortar Boats

Unpowered vessels mounting a large mortar. The first U.S. Navy mortar boats of the Civil War were 38 ordered by Major General John C. Frémont, commander of the Western Department, that joined Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote’s squadron on the upper Mississippi in March 1862. They first saw action in the Battle of Island No. 10 (April 7, 1862). A mortar boat flotilla under the command of Captain David D. Porter also took part in Flag Officer David G. Farragut’s campaign to capture New Orleans (April 18–May 1, 1862) and initiated that effort with a prolonged shelling of Confederate Forts Jackson and St. Philip. Mortar boat No. 16 also participated in the Battle of Plum Point Bend (May 10, 1862).

Mortar boats were designed specifically to engage Confederate river batteries. The 60- by 25-foot boats, designated by numbers rather than names, were in fact little more than rafts. They were of such low freeboard that the first 2 feet of their 6-foot sloping sides were caulked to keep out water when the mortars were fired. The sides of the craft were slanted inward at the top and plated with half-inch iron to protect against small arms fire. The mortar boats had no motive power; tugs moved them about. Mortar boats leaked badly and proved to be so unwieldy that false bows and sterns were soon added to make them more maneuverable. Each mounted one 17,250-pound 13-inch mortar capable of hurling a 204-pound shell loaded with 7 pounds of powder 4,200 yards. The mortar was trained and fired by a crew of 11 men under a first captain and a second captain.
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Lithograph published by Currier & Ives, New York, in 1862, depicting the Union bombardment of Confederate fortifications on Island Number Ten. Union gunboats include (left to right): the Mound City, Louisville, Pittsburg, Carondelet, Benton (flagship), Cincinnati, Saint Louis and the Conestoga. Note the mortar boats firing from along the river bank. (Naval Heritage and History Command)

Because of the intense reverberations and noise inside the craft when the mortar was fired, there were iron hatches through which the crew would retire after charging the mortar. The men discharged the mortar by pulling a long lanyard while they stood at the stern on the deck outside.
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Mortars

Short-barreled cannon that fired an explosive shell in a high arc to enable the shell, or bomb, to explode behind fortifications or defensive walls. Mortars were generally set at a fixed elevation, most commonly 45 degrees, with the range determined by the amount of the propelling charge. The first round fired to begin the Civil War was a shell from a mortar. This signaled the beginning of the bombardment of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor on April 12, 1861.

The largest Civil War mortars were the siege or seacoast types. They appeared in three standard calibers: 8-, 10-, and 13-inches, referring to the width of the bore. These fired 44-pound, 88-pound, and 204-pound shells, respectively.

Both sides also used a small 5.8-inch coehorn mortar named after its Dutch inventor, Baron van Menno Coehorn. Most coehorns fired a 24-pound shell, but the Confederates also developed a 12-pounder version that often proved more effective than the 24-pounder because it did not bury itself in the earth when it struck the ground, therefore scattering its fragments more widely.

Coehorns and 8-inch siege mortars had a maximum range of 1,200 yards. The range of a 10-inch siege mortar was 2,100 yards, while the 10-inch seacoast mortar could fire out to 4,250 yards, which was slightly less than the 4,325-yard range of the 13-inch seacoast mortar. Although Confederate foundries produced the small coehorn mortar during the war, the Confederates largely relied on captured pieces for the larger mortars.
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The 13-inch Union mortar known as “the Dictator” (October 1864). Mounted on a railroad flatcar, it lobbed shells into the Confederate lines during the long siege of Petersburg. (National Archives)

Used most frequently in sieges and in assaults on fortifications, mortars were employed in Union attacks against Charleston, South Carolina, in July 1863 and in the Fort Fisher Campaign (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865). Siege trains that accompanied the Army of the Potomac in its campaigns in Virginia in 1862 and 1864 included light and heavy mortars. One 13-inch seacoast mortar known as “The Dictator” was mounted on a flatbed railway car and fired during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

The most extensive use of mortars was on the western rivers. Here floating mortar boats or mortar schooners (actually little more than wooden rafts), each with a 13-inch mortar, participated in attacks on Island No. 10 (April 7, 1862), Forts Jackson and St. Philip below New Orleans (April 18–28, 1862), Vicksburg (April 1–July 4, 1863), and Port Hudson (March 14–July 8, 1863).

The 13-inch mortar was a formidable weapon. Weighing 17,250 pounds, it rested in a 4,500-pound bed. With a 20-pound charge of powder and at an elevation of 41 degrees, the mortar could hurl a 204-pound shell loaded with 7 pounds of powder some 2.5 miles. At this range, the shell took 30 seconds in flight. Despite the impressive firepower, actual damage inflicted was at best limited.
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Morton, James St. Clair

Birth Date: September 24, 1829

Death Date: June 17, 1864

Union officer. James St. Clair Morton was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on September 24, 1829. Morton entered the University of Pennsylvania at age 14. At age 18 he entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and graduated in 1851. Commissioned in the Corps of Engineers, Morton worked on the construction of forts around Charleston, South Carolina, and on Fort Delaware until 1855, when he returned to West Point for two years as an assistant professor of mathematics and military, receiving promotion to first lieutenant in 1856.

In 1860 Morton was ordered to Central America to examine the feasibility of a railroad across the Isthmus of Panama. He presented a positive report but contracted malaria while in the area. Upon his recovery, Morton was ordered in March 1861 to the Dry Tortugas to supervise construction of Fort Jefferson. Promoted to captain on August 6, 1861, in early 1862 Morton was again struck with malaria and returned to Washington, D.C., to recover. He then assisted with work on Fort Mifflin, Pennsylvania.

In May 1862 Morton was assigned as chief engineer to the Army of the Ohio, commanded by Major General Don Carlos Buell. In this capacity, Morton supervised the construction of fortifications around Nashville, Tennessee. These formidable works became Forts Negley, Morton, Houston, and Casino and were keys to defense of the city in December 1864.

In October 1862 Morton became chief engineer of the Army of the Cumberland, commanded by Major General William S. Rosecrans. Morton supervised the creation of the Pioneer Brigade of 2,600 men, and on November 29, 1862, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers as its commander. Morton and his brigade played a key role in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), when on the first day of fighting they repulsed several Confederate assaults. Following the battle, Morton supervised the construction of Fortress Rosecrans. Covering 200 acres, this earthworks was the largest fort in terms of area built during the Civil War.

Morton and the Pioneer Brigade took part in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863), during which Rosecrans reprimanded him for delaying Major General Alexander M. McCook’s XX Corps. Despite this, Morton was promoted to major in the regular army on July 3, 1863. During the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20), the Pioneer Brigade again found itself in the wrong location, and Morton was slightly wounded. On October 10, he was relieved of his command.

When Morton’s request for transfer was denied, he asked that he be reduced from his volunteer rank of brigadier general to his regular army rank of major. Accordingly, he was mustered out of the volunteer service on November 7, 1863, the only known incident during the war of a Union general officer voluntarily reducing his rank.

Returning to Nashville, Morton supervised construction of defenses there until January 30, 1864, when he became assistant to the army’s chief engineer in Washington, D.C., remaining in that role until May. On May 18, Morton returned to the field as chief engineer of IX Corps, commanded by Major General Ambrose E. Burnside, in the Army of the Potomac. On June 17, 1864, during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), Morton was surveying the front prior to a Union attack when he was shot in the chest and killed. Following his death, Morton was recognized with brevet promotions in the regular army to lieutenant colonel (for Stones River), colonel (for Chickamauga), and brigadier general (for Petersburg).
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Morton, Oliver Hazard Perry Throck

Birth Date: August 4, 1823

Death Date: November 1, 1877

Governor of Indiana (1861–1867). Oliver Hazard Perry Throck Morton (he went by Oliver Perry Morton) was born in Salisbury, Indiana, on August 4, 1823. Growing up in eastern Indiana and southwestern Ohio, he attended local schools, enrolled at Miami University (Ohio), and pursued various occupations before deciding to study law. Morton eventually practiced law in Centerville, Indiana, specializing in railroad-related legal issues.

Morton became interested in politics with the rise of national sectional tensions, beginning as a Democrat before migrating to the embryonic Republic Party in the 1850s. Although he initially warned his political compatriots against placing excessive emphasis on abolition, he eventually did so himself as the Republican candidate for lieutenant governor of Indiana in 1860 on a victorious ticket headed by former Whig Henry S. Lane.
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Oliver Hazard Perry Throck Morton was governor of Illinois from 1861 to 1867 and a strong supporter of both President Abraham Lincoln and the Union war effort. (Library of Congress)

Lane was subsequently appointed to the U.S. Senate by the Republican-controlled Indiana legislature, and Morton became governor in 1861. During his tenure as governor he made major efforts to assist the Union cause, including assembling 6,000 soldiers within a week of President Abraham Lincoln’s first call for troops, working overtime to ensure that the men were well fed and well clothed and received high-quality medical treatment, and establishing a state-run arsenal to manufacture ammunition.

Struggling Union war efforts in 1862 saw Democrats gain control of the Indiana legislature in the midterm elections and denounce the war. Morton, encouraged by his Republican allies, responded by running the state on his own. Refusing to call the legislature into session, he relied on War Department loans, private banks, businesses, and local Republican officials to fund governmental operations. These efforts produced revenues of more than $1 million and expenditures in excess of $900,000.

Morton branded his Democratic adversaries subversives and repeatedly warned federal officials of Copperhead threats to Indiana and the entire nation. A wave of highly publicized Indiana treason arrests and more favorable war news for the Union side in late 1864 aided Morton’s reelection and a return to Republican control of Indiana’s legislature.

Morton served in the U.S. Senate beginning in 1867 until his death in 1877. There he strongly supported both Reconstruction and federal interstate railroad regulation. He was also an unsuccessful 1876 presidential candidate, and he served as a member of the Electoral Commission investigating the controversial 1876 presidential election.

Morton died in Indianapolis on November 1, 1877. His legacy consists of providing strong and decisive Civil War leadership for the Union cause, which must be balanced with criticism of the constitutionally questionable means he used to govern Indiana during the conflict.
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Mosby, John Singleton

Birth Date: December 6, 1833

Death Date: May 30, 1916

Confederate officer. John Singleton Mosby was born on December 6, 1833, at McLaurrine Place, Cumberland County, Virginia. In 1840 his family moved to Charlottesville, Virginia, and from the age of 10 Mosby attended school in the town. He entered the University of Virginia in 1849, but on March 29, 1850, he shot a fellow student and was sentenced to 12 months in jail. This ended Mosby’s formal schooling. While in prison Mosby studied law, and upon his release he joined the J. Robertson law firm in Albemarle County. Mosby was practicing law in Bristol, Virginia, when the war broke out, and he immediately joined the Confederate cavalry as a private.

Mosby fought in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). His conduct during that skirmish was noticed by Brigadier General J. E. B. Stuart, who promoted Mosby to first lieutenant and requested that he join his cavalry scouts. Mosby played a prominent role in the Confederate cavalry’s movement around Major General George B. McClellan’s Union forces (the so-called Ride around McClellan) in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). However, Mosby was captured by Union cavalry soon thereafter and imprisoned in Washington, D.C. Ten days later in July 1862, he walked out of the prison as part of a prisoner exchange.
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Confederate cavalry officer John Singleton Mosby, known as the “Gray Ghost,” led a small autonomous command in northern Virginia. Known as Mosby’s Rangers, it enjoyed great success in hit-and-run attacks on Union outposts and railroads. (Library of Congress)

During his return to the Confederate lines, Mosby gathered much valuable information about the Union reinforcements coming from North Carolina led by Major General Ambrose Burnside and destined for Major General John Pope’s Union command. In fact, Mosby personally relayed this information to General Robert E. Lee.

In January 1863, General Stuart authorized Mosby to organize a group of partisan rangers for guerrilla action in northern Virginia, and Mosby subsequently received promotion to captain and then to major that March. In what was certainly Mosby’s most daring and famous exploit, he and 29 of his men raided Fairfax Court House, Virginia, on March 9, 1863, and captured three high-ranking Union officers, including Brigadier General Edwin H. Stoughton. Mosby’s command was officially designated the 43rd Virginia Cavalry Battalion in June 1863. On August 13, 1864, Mosby’s Rangers successfully ambushed a large Union wagon train at Berryville, Virginia. And early on October 14, 1864, Mosby carried out what became known as the Greenback Raid near Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, in which a Union train on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad was purposefully derailed. Mosby and his rangers made off with $173,000, which had been sent via rail to pay Union soldiers. Mosby was promoted to lieutenant colonel in January 1864 and to colonel on December 7.

Mosby, also known as the “Gray Ghost,” caused widespread disruption to the Union lines of communication. In all, he staged more than 100 separate attacks on Union troops, supply lines, and depots. The destructive results of these activities led to Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s order to summarily execute any captured partisans attached to Mosby’s unit. By Mosby’s own account, his outfit may have kept as many as 30,000 Union soldiers from reaching the front lines.

In fact, when some of Mosby’s men were executed in Front Royal, Virginia, under the orders of Brigadier General George Custer, Mosby wrote to Grant protesting the treatment of his men, and Grant stayed further executions. Never having more than 800 or so men under his command, Mosby was wounded seven times in the course of the war.

Upon the surrender of Confederate forces at Appomattox on April 9, 1865, Mosby disbanded his command. He then returned to the practice of law in Warrenton, Virginia, and embarked on a political career in the Republican Party, eventually working as a campaign manager for General Grant. Mosby served as the U.S. consul in Hong Kong from 1878 to 1885, but his highest political appointment came in 1904 when he was appointed assistant attorney general of the United States, a post he held until 1910. Mosby died in Washington, D.C., on May 30, 1916.
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Mosby’s Rangers

Confederate partisan unit. Officially known as the 43rd Battalion of Virginia Cavalry, Mosby’s Rangers disrupted Union supply operations in several northern Virginia counties. Commanded by Colonel John Singleton Mosby and informally organized in January 1863, Mosby’s Rangers gathered information and arranged for supplies and support from the local populations, bringing the rangers into close contact with many civilians. The rangers’ success can be credited principally to the exploits of their leader, who recruited and coordinated his men and led them on various raids and attacks.

In early January 1863, Major General J. E. B. Stuart approved Mosby’s request to organize a unit that would operate as guerrillas behind Union lines. To sustain its troops in the field in offensive operations, the Union Army needed secure depots and a reliable supply system. The farther the Union armies advanced, the longer and more vulnerable these supply lines became. Mosby believed that even a small guerrilla force could substantially reduce the number of Union troops at the front, because attacks would force substantial numbers of Union soldiers to be detached from the main body to protect the vulnerable supply trains.

From its beginnings as a group of about 15 men, Mosby’s command eventually grew to several hundred. By the end of the war, some 1,900 men had served under him at one time or another. Mosby’s Rangers operated mainly in northern Virginia’s Fauquier and Loudoun Counties, but they also struck Union troops in surrounding counties, sometimes crossing into the Shenandoah Valley as well. Their areas of operation soon became known as “Mosby’s Confederacy.”

Mosby’s Rangers relied on coordination and surprise to overcome the Union’s numerical superiority. They struck camps, attacked garrisons, raided wagon trains, and even held up a locomotive. After a raid, the troopers would disappear, blending into the civilian population until again summoned. Perhaps Mosby’s most daring exploit was the capture of Union brigadier general Edwin Stoughton while he slept at Union-held Fairfax Court House.

Mosby’s Rangers relied heavily on a friendly civilian population. As members of the community, they could count on shelter and food from many civilians. Furthermore, local support gave Mosby an intricate knowledge of the region’s countryside, including its forests, farms, and roads. A number of women assisted the rangers as spies, passing information they had gained from Union troops to Mosby. Mosby created a highly effective network to transmit this information, which greatly assisted in pinpointing Union supply columns. All raids had the potential for disaster, and many rangers fell wounded or were captured during the course of the operations. Mosby himself was severely wounded during one skirmish.

Among the most effective Union opponents of Mosby’s Rangers were troops under Major General Philip Sheridan, who operated in the Shenandoah Valley from late summer 1864 into the early months of 1865. Sheridan and his men destroyed much of the valley, laying waste to farms and mills and destroying crops and livestock in order to prevent resupply of Confederate troops at Richmond and Petersburg.

Because Mosby’s men blended in seamlessly with the local population, Union authorities concluded that they must target Mosby’s civilian supporters. Toward this end, various Union raids netted old men and young boys who, they suspected, were aiding the guerrillas. In addition, Union troops also arrested some women for allegedly giving aid and information to Mosby.

Union efforts never fully halted Mosby’s operations, nor did they result in the capture of the Confederate commander. Mosby never surrendered his command, choosing instead simply to disband it following the surrender at Appomattox.
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Mosby’s West Virginia Raid

Start Date: October 12, 1864

End Date: October 14, 1864

Raid by Confederate partisans. In the autumn of 1864, Union forces under Major General Philip H. Sheridan were ravaging the northern Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, destroying its farms, mills, and crops. They had also defeated Confederate forces in the valley under Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19) and the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22). The sole force still operating against Union troops in the northern part of the valley was the 43rd Battalion, Partisan Rangers, commanded by the elusive “Gray Ghost,” Lieutenant Colonel John S. Mosby.

Mosby’s Rangers operated with seeming impunity against isolated Union outposts, wagon trains, and railroad trains on the Baltimore & Ohio (B&O) Railroad, inflicting casualties and carrying off or destroying equipment and property. The B&O was especially important to Union military operations for the transportation of men and supplies, and after scout Jim Willshire identified an isolated section of track perfect for a train derailment, Mosby decided to strike. On October 12, 1864, Mosby led 84 of his men in another daring raid. That evening the men reentered the valley from their base in Loudoun County and then hid in a location north of Winchester during the day on October 13 while taking several Union horsemen and killing two.

At nightfall Mosby’s men rode north, and at about 10:00 p.m. they reached the spot on the B&O Railroad about a half mile west of Brown’s Crossing previously identified by Willshire. Some of the men then removed rails from the track in such fashion that the train would not crash but instead would slide along the cut to a stop. All then waited.

Sometime between 2:00 and 3:00 a.m., a westbound passenger train that had left Baltimore the previous evening appeared. Locomotive 127 was pulling eight cars when it hit the span where the section of tracks had been removed. The train promptly derailed, taking the passenger cars with it. The rangers then swarmed over the cars. A Union officer who drew a revolver was shot dead. The passengers, who included a carload of German immigrants on their way to the Great Plains, were removed. The rangers also discovered two Union paymasters with $173,000 in greenbacks intended to pay Union soldiers.

Mosby ordered the engine and cars burned, and his men then rejoined their horses several hundred yards distant and rode off. As partisans, the men were entitled to any booty captured, and Mosby later divided the money equally among the raid’s participants. Mosby’s so-called Greenback Raid temporarily halted Union operations on the B&O but had little effect other than serving as a financially costly embarrassment for the Union.
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Mott, Gershom

Birth Date: April 7, 1822

Death Date: November 29, 1884

Union officer. Born in Lamberton (now part of Trenton), New Jersey, on April 7, 1822, Gershom Mott received his education at the Trenton Academy and at age 14 became a dry goods clerk. Volunteering for service during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 10th U.S. Infantry on April 23, 1847. His unit did not go to Mexico, however, and he mustered out on August 22, 1848, becoming a bank teller.

On August 17, 1861, Mott was commissioned lieutenant colonel of the 5th New Jersey Infantry. His unit joined the Army of the Potomac and fought in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). On May 7, Mott was appointed colonel of the 6th New Jersey Infantry. He was commended for his role in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), but his regiment saw little action in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Severely wounded in the arm during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30), Mott was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on September 7 but did not return to active duty until late December. Mott commanded a brigade in III Corps of the Army of the Potomac in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) but was again wounded, this time in the left hand, and missed the subsequent Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863).

Returning to action at the end of August 1863, Mott led his brigade in the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–23, 1863) and Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). He commanded the 4th Division in II Corps during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). In the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21. 1864) he was wounded, this time in the side, and his division sustained such heavy losses during the Mule Shoe assault on May 10 that it was downgraded to a brigade, over Mott’s objections. Mott commanded the 3rd Division, which included his former brigade, in II Corps during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). He was brevetted major general of volunteers on August 1, 1864. He also took part in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865) but was once again wounded, this time in the right leg, at Amelia Springs, Virginia, on April 6. On December 1, 1865, he was promoted to full-rank major general of volunteers, with date of rank of May 26, 1865. Mott resigned his commission on February 20, 1866.

After the war, Mott served briefly as an executive with the Camden & Amboy Railroad and as a banker. He declined a colonelcy in the regular army in 1868 and went on to hold various offices in the New Jersey government, including state treasurer, warden of the New Jersey State Prison, and, as major general, from 1873 commander of the New Jersey National Guard, until his death in New York City on November 29, 1884.
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Mott, Lucretia Coffin

Birth Date: January 3, 1793

Death Date: November 11, 1880

Quaker reformer who championed the causes of abolitionism and equal rights for women. Lucretia Mott was born Lucretia Coffin on January 3, 1793, on Nantucket Island, Massachusetts. Her opposition to slavery was fostered at an early age through her parents and schooling at Nine Partners, a Quaker boarding school in Dutchess County, New York. After completing her studies there, Lucretia remained at the school as a teacher’s assistant, meeting James Mott, whom she married in 1811. The Motts became followers of the Quaker abolitionist Elias Hicks, who espoused more reliance upon inner direction rather than biblical guidance, which produced a doctrinal split among Quakers.

The Mott family moved to Philadelphia in 1821, where Lucretia taught school and James worked as a merchant in the woolen trade. The Motts refused to sell or trade any goods produced by slave labor, and Lucretia was noted for her abolitionist beliefs, upon which she readily expounded in Quaker meetings. She was formally recognized as a Quaker minister in 1821 and traveled throughout the Northeast preaching against slavery. In 1837 Mott helped organize the First Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women.
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Depiction of Lucretia Mott during a confrontational meeting. Mott, a recognized Quaker minister, traveled throughout the Northeast promoting both the abolition of slavery and women’s rights. (Bettmann/Corbis)

Issues of equal rights for women often divided the antislavery movement. In June 1840, Lucretia and James Mott were selected as delegates from Pennsylvania to attend the World’s Anti-Slavery Convention in London. The predominantly male gathering, however, would only allow Lucretia to participate as a guest. This snub encouraged Lucretia and fellow women’s rights advocate Elizabeth Cady Stanton to organize the 1848 women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls, New York, advocating equal rights in suffrage and property ownership.

James Mott retired as a wool merchant in 1851, and the Motts devoted themselves to the causes of abolitionism and women’s rights. Lucretia, however, was horrified by the Civil War, believing that moral persuasion rather than force was the proper way to end the institution of slavery. Nevertheless, she believed that the postwar Reconstruction period offered an opportunity for reordering society.

When her husband died in 1868, Lucretia Mott remained an active participant in reform activities. While some abolitionists sought to downplay issues of female suffrage, Mott joined with Stanton and Susan B. Anthony to form the National Woman Suffrage Association, an organization dedicated to securing a federal amendment that would guarantee voting rights for women as well as the freedmen.

Mott was also an advocate for peace and education during the post–Civil War era, serving as president of the Pennsylvania Peace Society from 1870 to 1876 and a founder of Swarthmore College, a coeducational Quaker institution of higher learning. Mott died on November 11, 1880, in Chelton Hills, Pennsylvania. Although the Civil War violated Mott’s pacifist principles, she recognized that the conflict had hastened the end of slavery. However, her dreams of equality for blacks and women remained elusive in her own lifetime.
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Mountain Department, Union

Short-lived Union military administrative organization created on March 11, 1862, and disbanded on June 26, 1862. The Union Mountain Department encompassed western Virginia (from the Shenandoah Valley west) as well as eastern Kentucky. The department was commanded very briefly by Brigadier General William Rosecrans until its permanent commander, Major General John C. Frémont, took charge on March 29.

Frémont’s command was plagued with problems, most of his own doing but exacerbated by Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). On May 8, Jackson’s forces defeated Frémont’s forces at McDowell, Virginia. Jackson then advanced quickly northward through the valley, inflicting two more defeats on Union forces before withdrawing. In the meantime, Frémont dithered and committed a number of tactical blunders. On June 8, Jackson triumphed at Cross Keys; the next day, he beat the Federals at Port Republic. Disgusted with Frémont’s inept performance, the War Department relieved him of his command and dissolved the Mountain Department on June 26. Its troops were shifted east to join the Army of Virginia, commanded by Major General John Pope.
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Mouton, Jean-Jacques Alexander Alfred

Birth Date: February 18, 1829

Death Date: April 8, 1864

Confederate officer. Jean-Jacques Alexander Alfred Mouton was born in Opelousas, Louisiana, on February 18, 1829. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1850. Commissioned a second lieutenant, he resigned in the autumn of 1850 to help manage family business interests and also worked with railroads.

In 1856 Mouton accepted a brigadier’s commission in the Louisiana Militia. Appointed a captain in the Confederate Army in March 1861, he helped organize volunteers for Confederate service. In October his recruits mustered in as the 18th Louisiana Infantry Regiment. Mouton was promptly elected its colonel. In February 1862 the regiment went from New Orleans to Corinth, Mississippi, where it became part of Major General Braxton Bragg’s II Corps in the Army of Mississippi.

Mouton’s regiment saw action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and suffered heavy casualties. Mouton was shot in the face and partially blinded. While recuperating, he received a promotion to brigadier and a transfer to Major General Richard Taylor’s District of Western Louisiana.

Mouton’s brigade held the Lafourche region, west of New Orleans, until late October 1862, when the Federals drove the brigade toward Bayou Teche. There at Bisland, the Confederates established fortifications. The Federals attacked these on April 12, 1863, and the Confederates again withdrew, with Mouton directing a rearguard action near Irish Bend (April 13–14, 1863). The Federals soon abandoned the area, and Mouton regained control of the Lafourche region. With the fall of Port Hudson (July 8, 1863), he retreated to Bayou Teche and later moved into northeastern Louisiana.

In 1864 Mouton took command of a division and participated in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). On April 8 the first major battle of the campaign took place at Mansfield, Louisiana. Instructed to open the battle, Mouton led a division across open ground up the slopes of Honeycutt Hill and broke the Union line. Mouton fell mortally wounded at the end of the battle.
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Mower, Joseph Anthony

Birth Date: August 22, 1827

Death Date: January 6, 1870

Union officer. Joseph Anthony Mower was born on August 22, 1827, in Woodstock, Vermont, but was raised mainly in Lowell, Massachusetts. He attended college for two years and then became a carpenter. After serving as an enlisted volunteer during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he returned to carpentry for a time but then entered the U.S. Army in 1855 as a second lieutenant, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1857. Upon the outbreak of the Civil War, he was promoted to captain in the 1st U.S. Infantry.

After service in Missouri, in the spring of 1862 Mower entered the volunteer service as colonel in command of the 11th Missouri Infantry Regiment. He ably led his men in the advance on and siege of Corinth (May 3–30) and commanded a brigade at the Battles of Iuka (September 19, 1862) and Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). At Corinth, he was wounded and taken prisoner. He briefly escaped but was recaptured and held until he was paroled. Advanced to brigadier general of volunteers in March 1863, he led a brigade in the Army of the Tennessee during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863); his performance earned him high praise from his superiors.

Mower commanded a division in the XVI Corps detachment and provided superior service during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), particularly during the Battle of Yellow Bayou (May 18, 1863), where he provided crucial protection for the rear of Major General Nathaniel P. Banks’s army. Advanced to major general of volunteers in August 1864 and given charge of a division, Mower participated in the repulse of Major General Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). Mower was then detailed east, where he joined Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864), commanding a division in XVII Corps. Having impressed Sherman with his leadership, Mower remained with Sherman and was given command of XX Corps, Army of Georgia, during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865).

After the war Mower mustered out of volunteer service in February 1866, having been brevetted through major general in the regular service, but he reverted to his prewar rank of captain of regulars. Soon advanced to colonel, he commanded the 39th Infantry, a new black regiment that was later consolidated into the 25th Infantry. Most of his postwar service was on Reconstruction duty in Louisiana; he temporarily headed the Fifth Military District. Taken ill, Mower died in New Orleans on January 6, 1870.
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Mudd, Samuel Alexander

Birth Date: December 20, 1833

Death Date: January 10, 1883

Physician imprisoned for providing medical aid to President Abraham Lincoln’s assassin, John Wilkes Booth. Samuel Alexander Mudd was born on a plantation in Charles County, Maryland, on December 20, 1833. He studied medicine and graduated from the University of Maryland in 1856. Upon graduation, Mudd became a practicing physician and a farmer just outside Bryantown, Maryland. He owned 11 slaves, who worked his 218-acre farm. During the Civil War, Mudd was a staunch Confederate sympathizer and a member of the Confederate underground. He was also known to associate with other Confederate sympathizers. Mudd met Booth for the first time on November 13, 1864, at St. Mary’s Church, located near Mudd’s farm. Mudd and Booth subsequently met on December 18, 1864, in Bryantown and again on December 23, 1864, in Washington, D.C. The significance of these three meetings remains subject to various interpretations.

After Booth shot Lincoln at Ford’s Theatre on April 14, 1865 (Lincoln died the following morning), he fractured his left leg fleeing the scene. With the assistance of David Herold, Booth arrived at Mudd’s farm, located 30 miles outside Washington, D.C., at 4:00 the next morning. Booth and Herold remained at Mudd’s farm for 12 hours after Mudd had attended to Booth’s broken leg. Allegedly with the assistance of Mudd, Booth and Herold then continued their flight into Virginia. On several occasions, Union agents questioned Mudd concerning the whereabouts of Booth, but he pled ignorance. Mudd did not inform U.S. government authorities until April 21 that he had treated the injured Booth. Because of his earlier obfuscations and delay in reporting Booth’s whereabouts, U.S. government agents charged Mudd with conspiracy and aiding Booth in his escape. Mudd, however, vehemently protested his guilt.

Mudd was tried along with coconspirators Herold, Mary Surratt, George Atzerodt, Lewis Powell, Edman Spangler, Michael O’Laughlen, and Samuel Arnold. Mudd maintained that he did not recognize Booth when he arrived at his farm. On June 29, 1865, all eight conspirators were found guilty. Four were sentenced to death, and four received prison sentences. Mudd, who escaped the death penalty by one vote, was sentenced to life imprisonment. Mudd, Spangler, O’Laughlen, and Arnold were imprisoned at the remote Fort Jefferson, in the Dry Tortugas off the Florida Keys.

On September 25, 1865, Mudd attempted but failed to escape. In September 1867 after a yellow fever epidemic broke out, Mudd took charge of medical services at the prison after the fort’s doctor succumbed to the disease. President Andrew Johnson pardoned Mudd, Spangler, and Arnold on February 8, 1869. Mudd was immediately released from prison and returned home in March 1869.
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Dr. Samuel Mudd provided medical care to John Wilkes Booth, the assassin of President Abraham Lincoln. Arrested and tried, Mudd escaped the death penalty by only one vote. Imprisoned, he was pardoned in 1869. In 1979, Mudd was officially absolved of any role in the Lincoln assassination. (Library of Congress)

Although Mudd attempted to resume his medical practice, the stigma of abetting Lincoln’s assassination haunted him for the rest of his life. Catching a cold while attending sick patients, Mudd contracted pneumonia and died on January 10, 1883. After his death, Mudd’s descendants worked to exonerate him from complicity in Lincoln’s assassination. In 1979 President Jimmy Carter issued a proclamation absolving Mudd of any involvement in Lincoln’s assassination.
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Mud March

Start Date: January 20, 1863

End Date: January 24, 1863

Abortive Union offensive conducted in the wake of the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). The Mud March is also known as Burnside’s Quagmire.

Following his costly defeat in the First Battle of Fredericksburg, Major General Ambrose E. Burnside, commander of the Army of the Potomac, faced considerable pressure to renew the drive on Richmond against Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Lee’s army was camped on the southern bank of the Rappahannock River, and it was Burnside’s hope to cross the river at Banks’s Ford beyond Lee’s left flank and get his more numerous army behind his opponent. Burnside’s plan called for Union engineers to throw five pontoon bridges across the river, allowing two-thirds of his field force to cross. At the same time, the remaining third would cross at Fredericksburg to hold Lee in position there.

On January 20 in unusually mild weather, Burnside ordered the lead elements of the army to begin the movement. That afternoon a slow drizzle began. By evening it had turned into a steady rain, accompanied by high winds. The rain continued for two solid days, turning the already poor unpaved roads into quagmires. Wagon wheels sank to their axles, and even triple teams of mules and drag ropes could not move the artillery. Both horses and men floundered in the morass. After two days of attempting to get the army in position, Burnside yielded to the entreaties of his subordinate commanders and ordered the army to return to its original positions opposite Fredericksburg. Confederate pickets across the river taunted the Union troops with signs. Reportedly, one read “Burnside’s Army Stuck in the Mud.”

The last Union troops arrived back in their camps early on January 24. Two days later on January 26, President Abraham Lincoln replaced Burnside as commander of the Army of the Potomac with Major General Joseph Hooker.
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Munford, Thomas Taylor

Birth Date: March 28, 1831

Death Date: February 27, 1918

Confederate officer. Thomas Taylor Munford was born in Richmond, Virginia, on March 28, 1831. A graduate of the Virginia Military Institute in 1852, Munford farmed in the Lynchburg area until the Civil War. With the beginning of the war, he was appointed lieutenant colonel of the 2nd Virginia Cavalry on May 8, 1861. Promoted to colonel on April 25, 1862, he commanded that same regiment.

Munford and his regiment spent most of the war campaigning in the Shenandoah Valley and in western Virginia (West Virginia). Following brief service in Brigadier General J. E. B. Stuart’s brigade, Munford requested a transfer and in the spring of 1862 was assigned to Brigadier General Turner Ashby’s command and served during Major General T. J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). With the Army of Northern Virginia, Munford distinguished himself in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) when he led a charge against Union forces and was wounded. He also performed well at Crampton’s Gap (September 14) during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20). Munford participated in the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863) but was criticized for arriving late while in temporary command of Brigadier General Fitzhugh Lee’s brigade. Munford took part in the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July), performing conspicuously at Aldie (June 17), and he also saw action in the autumn campaigns in northern Virginia.

Sent to the Shenandoah Valley to support Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s efforts, Munford commanded a brigade in Fitzhugh Lee’s division that was repeatedly mauled by the superior Union cavalry. Following the Confederate defeat in the Battle of Tom’s Brook (October 9, 1864), controversy erupted between Munford and Brigadier General Thomas L. Rosser, a rival who had been promoted over him. Rosser subsequently had Munford court-martialed for disobeying his orders regarding the 2nd Virginia, but Munford was exonerated.

Munford was passed over for a much-deserved promotion to brigadier general on three earlier occasions, and his papers were submitted in November 1864; for some reason the promotion was never officially confirmed. After temporarily commanding Fitzhugh Lee’s division at Five Forks on April 1, 1865, during the retreat to Appomattox (April 2–9) Munford learned that Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee planned to surrender. Munford then escaped with his division and tried to reach Confederate forces under General Joseph E. Johnston in North Carolina but got only as far as Lynchburg before dispersing without formal surrender. Later Munford claimed that he had been paroled around May 10.

After the war Munford lived in Alabama and worked as a cotton planter, businessman, and writer. He wrote numerous articles for various Civil War publications in which he praised the Confederate cavalry but was sharply critical of Rosser. Munford died on February 27, 1918, in Uniontown, Alabama. His unpublished memoir is in the collection of Duke University.
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Munfordville, Kentucky, Siege of

Start Date: September 13, 1862

End Date: September 17, 1862

Engagement during General Braxton Bragg’s Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). Munfordville, Kentucky, a station on the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, was situated where the railroad bridge crossed the Green River. Colonel John T. Wilder had command of Union forces at Munfordville. He had some 4,000 men, but many of them were new recruits, and a sizable number of them were unarmed. A line of rifle pits, a stockade, and a star-shaped earthwork, called Fort Craig, had been previously constructed to defend the railroad and bridge.

On September 13, 1862, Confederate colonel John S. Scott demanded that Wilder surrender, which he rejected. The following day, Confederate brigadier general James R. Chalmers’s Mississippi Brigade arrived, and the Confederates promptly attacked the Union defenses. They were repulsed, but Chalmers sent Wilder a second demand for surrender. This too was rejected.

Bragg and the main body of the Army of Mississippi arrived at Munfordville on September 16. Bragg proceeded to surround the Union defensive works, placing 60 cannon in position to shell the Federals. Wilder was trapped. He had sent several messengers to his superior, Major General Don Carlos Buell, requesting reinforcements, but the main body of the Union army was too far distant to provide assistance.

In the meantime, Colonel Cyrus L. Dunham had arrived from Louisville to assume command at Munfordville. When Bragg sent another demand for surrender through the Union lines, Dunham held a council of war with his officers to determine their course of action. All seemed in agreement that there was no other option than to surrender. When Dunham telegraphed the result of this council to headquarters in Louisville, he was ordered to turn over command to Wilder. At 7:00 p.m., Wilder sent a message to Bragg stating that he would surrender his forces only under the condition that the Confederates could prove their overwhelming superiority in men and artillery. Wilder was permitted to pass through the lines, and Confederate major general Simon B. Buckner took him on an inspection tour of the Confederate positions. Provided with the proof he requested, Wilder agreed to surrender his command that evening, with the formal ceremony taking place on September 17.

Total Confederate losses in and around Munfordville amounted to approximately 700 men. Union losses were 4,148, with the vast majority of these prisoners. The capture of Munfordville interrupted the Union supply line in the region and temporarily strengthened Bragg’s hold on that portion of Kentucky.
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Murphy, Isaac

Birth Date: October 16, 1799

Death Date: September 8, 1882

Unionist governor of Arkansas (1864–1868). Isaac Murphy was born on October 16, 1799, near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He graduated from Washington College (now Washington and Jefferson College) in Pennsylvania. Admitted to the bar in April 1825, Murphy worked mainly as a teacher before moving to Clarksville, Tennessee. From there he and his family moved in 1834 to Fayetteville, Arkansas, where he practiced law, taught school, and surveyed. In 1836 he was elected treasurer of Washington County, Arkansas, and was reelected two years later.

Murphy subsequently ran as a Democrat for a seat in the Arkansas State Assembly, winning election in 1846 and reelection in 1848. There he championed the creation of state-funded primary schools and fought the entrenched interests of Arkansas politics. In 1849 he went to California to seek his fortune during the Gold Rush but returned empty-handed. Meanwhile, creditors seized his farm in 1851. Three years later Murphy moved to Huntsville, Arkansas.

In 1856 Murphy was elected to the Arkansas Senate. In February 1861 he was elected as a Unionist to the Arkansas Secession Convention. He voted against secession, refusing to change his vote even after receiving death threats and threats of political retribution. Murphy remained in Arkansas after the Civil War began, but he was forced to flee the state in the spring of 1862, taking refuge behind Union lines in Missouri.

When Union forces moved into Little Rock in September 1863, Murphy returned to the state capital, where Unionists were already preparing to write a constitution and establish a new government. Murphy was named interim governor on January 4, 1864, and was formally inaugurated on April 18 after elections had been held the month prior. Because Union control of Arkansas was at best tenuous, Murphy’s grip on power was similarly precarious. After the war he remained in office, extending generous pardons for those Arkansans seeking to reenter the state.

As those opposed to Reconstruction began to seize control over the state legislature, Murphy’s role was diminished. In 1868 Unionists began to fight back, forming the Arkansas Republican Party. They helped craft the new state constitution and held elections that were suspected of irregularities. Finally, on July 2, 1868, Murphy turned the reins of government over to the newly elected governor. Murphy went back to Huntsville, where he resumed a legal practice and farmed. He died in Huntsville on September 8, 1882.
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Murrah, Pendleton

Birth Date: ca. 1826

Death Date: August 4, 1865

Governor of Texas (1863–1865). Pendleton Murrah was born probably sometime in 1826 and probably in Alabama, although some sources claim that he was born in 1827 or 1828 and list his birthplace as South Carolina. Reared in a Baptist orphanage, he graduated from Brown University in 1848 and studied law.

Admitted to the Alabama bar in 1849, Murrah contracted tuberculosis and moved to Marshall, Texas, where he established a legal practice. In 1857 he was elected as a Democrat to the state legislature, and the following year he was appointed to the Democratic State Executive Committee. A strong supporter of secession, he sought a seat in the Confederate Congress in 1861 but withdrew his candidacy because of ill health.

Murrah ran for governor in 1863 as the candidate of simplicity and patriotism who would safeguard Texans and fight for a Confederate victory. He won the election and took office in November 1863. Despite his campaign pledges to work closely with Confederate authorities, Murrah’s tenure in office was one of repeated resistance to Confederate control. He refused to transfer Texan troops to Confederate service and would not yield until Confederate authorities threatened to pull all Confederate forces from the state. He also tried to retain control of the lucrative cotton trade in Texas by keeping it out of the hands of Confederate-appointed purchasing agents. Again, he did not relent until Confederate leaders threatened to militarize all of the cotton trade in Texas. By the end of 1863, Confederate authorities were frustrated and annoyed with Murrah’s lack of cooperation.

Murrah’s actions, however, were not all designed to advance the states’ rights agenda and hamper the Confederate war effort. He faced serious problems in his state, which included a dramatic increase in Indian raids along the western and northern frontier and virtual lawlessness in many other areas, brought on by a lack of law enforcement and an adequate troop presence. Thus, it was not surprising that Murrah wanted to maintain Texan troops in the state to confront these problems. To pay for more security, he naturally turned to the cotton trade as a way to raise revenues. In the end, many of Murrah’s controversial actions were driven by his desire to safeguard his state and its citizens.

On June 11, 1865, Murrah and other Confederate officials in Texas fled into Mexico as Union forces began to move into Texas en masse. Murrah’s tuberculosis worsened, and he died on August 4, 1865, in Monterrey, Mexico.
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Music

The Civil War left a particularly rich musical legacy for subsequent generations, beginning with “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” (1861) and “Dixie,” published a year before the war broke out. There were also other such popular songs in both the North and the South, including “When Johnny Comes Marching Home,” “God Save the South,” “The Battle Cry of Freedom,” and “Tenting on the Old Camp Ground.”

During the war, the most popular songs, North and South, were prewar ballads such as “The Last Rose of Summer” (1813), “Home Sweet Home” (1823), “Annie Laurie” (1835), and “Listen to the Mockingbird” (1853), but songs were being published and distributed at a furious pace, particularly in single-sheet broadsides and small inexpensive books called songsters (which included both lyrics and poems). More than 9,000 new songs were printed in the North during the war. Even in the South, where the materials necessary for publishing were much scarcer, 750 new songs appeared.

The most stirring song, “The Battle Hymn of the Republic,” went through a number of versions in the years immediately before the Civil War. The song first gained popularity around Charleston, South Carolina, where it was sung as a Methodist camp meeting song, particularly in churches belonging to free blacks, but it was after a visit of Julia Ward Howe and her husband to Washington, D.C., in 1861 that the tune became “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.” Howe and her husband, both of whom were active abolitionists, experienced firsthand a skirmish between Confederate and Union troops in nearby Virginia and heard the troops go into battle singing “John Brown’s Body.” That evening, November 18, 1861, Ward wrote a poem to better fit the music to “John Brown’s Body” that began “Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.” Her poem, which was published in the Atlantic Monthly in February 1862, soon became the song known as “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”

In the Confederate states, “Dixie” (1859), also known as “I Wish I Was in Dixie” and “Dixie’s Land” and by other titles, was perhaps the Confederacy’s most famous song, a rousing anthem that invoked patriotic fervor. It was originally intended only as a minstrel song and a distinctive product of 19th-century musical entertainment. The word “Dixie” has also become a slang term for the southern United States. The song’s authorship is not clear, but credit is usually given to the Ohio-born Daniel Decatur Emmett, although others have also claimed it as their work. The second most popular song of the Confederacy was “The Bonnie Blue Flag” (1861). Another was “The Yellow Rose of Texas,” which included numerous variations.

For Northerners especially, victory songs were popular, most famously “Marching through Georgia” (early 1865), which celebrated the march of Major General William T. Sherman and his Union forces after he split the Confederacy by marching from the burning ruins of Atlanta to the port city of Savannah, Georgia, in the autumn of 1864. Despite the hatred that the song engendered, it became an accepted classic in American patriotic music and was popular during World War II. Another song on the same theme was “Sherman’s March to the Sea,” written by Union prisoner of war Lieutenant Samuel H. M. Byers.

Two songs with Civil War origins still popular today were “Maryland, My Maryland” (1861) and “Shenandoah,” although their fame was different. “Maryland, My Maryland” is today the state song of Maryland and the most famous song of its author, James Ryder Randall, but it was originally written for the Confederate cause. Its music was the same as the popular holiday song “O Christmas Tree.” “Shenandoah,” on the other hand, one of America’s most recognizable folk tunes, remains one of the most enigmatic, as it is impossible to determine exactly when the song was composed, yet the song probably did not originate later than the Civil War. In any case, by the end of the 19th century, “Shenandoah” had achieved widespread popularity, and Shenandoah was the title of a 1965 film and a 1975 Broadway musical.
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Abolitionist and poet Julia Ward Howe is best known as the author of the poem which, set to the marching song known as “John Brown’s Body,” became the beloved “Battle Hymn of the Republic.” (Francis Trevelyan Miller and Robert Sampson Lanier, The Photographic History of the Civil War, vol. 9, 1911)

Other songs of the Civil War that achieved a semblance of popularity included “Somebody’s Darling,” one of the most sentimental songs of the Civil War. It was written by Marie Ravenal de la Coste from Savannah, Georgia. Others were “Weeping, Sad and Lonely” (“When This Cruel War Is Over”), the most popular song of the war to focus on how that conflict separated sweethearts everywhere; “Stonewall Jackson’s Way” (1863); “Tenting on the Old Camp Ground” (1863); “Tramp! Tramp! Tramp!” (1863); “We Are Coming, Father Abra’am”; “The Battle Cry for Freedom” (1862); “Just before the Battle, Mother” (1862); and “Kingdom Coming” (1862). Satirical songs, important in every war, included “Grafted into the Army” that mocked the draft, the result of the Conscription Act of 1863 that necessitated a nonvolunteer Union Army.

Most of these songs were regional, appealing either to the North or to the South, but there were two songs that were attractive to both sides in the conflict. The first was “When Johnny Comes Marching Home,” written by Patrick Sarsfield Gilmore, who led a number of bands in the Boston area, including Patrick Gilmore’s Band. At the beginning of the Civil War in September 1861, the band enlisted as a group in the Union Army and was attached to the 24th Massachusetts Infantry. Gilmore’s band served both as musicians and stretcher bearers during numerous horrific battles. Gilmore was posted to occupied New Orleans, Louisiana, in 1863 and, as grand master of the Union Army, was ordered to reorganize the state military bands. It was at this time that he claimed to have composed the words and music to “When Johnny Comes Marching Home.” First published in 1863, it bore the dedication “To the Army and Navy of the Union” but became popular with Northerners and Southerners alike.

The song also gave rise to the inevitable parodies. The best known of these was the Confederate one, “For Bales.” Union soldiers sang about commanders such as Ambrose Burnside, George McClellan, and George Meade in a parody titled “Boys of the Potomac,” and Northerners disgruntled by taxes, conscription, and inflation sang “Johnny, Fill Up the Bowl.” “When Johnny Comes Marching Home” reached new heights of popularity during the Spanish-American War (1898).

The second song that appealed to both sides was the popular sentimental ballad “Lorena” (1857), an antebellum song actually written in 1856 by a Northerner, Reverend Henry D. L. Webster, after a broken engagement to his sweetheart. It began as a long poem about his former fiancée, but he changed her name to “Lorena,” an adaptation of “Lenore” from Edgar Allan Poe’s poem “The Raven.” Webster’s friend, Joseph Philbrick Webster, wrote the music. The song was first published in Chicago in 1857. It became a favorite of soldiers of both sides during the American Civil War, as they thought of their wives and girlfriends back home when they heard the song.
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Myer, Albert James

Birth Date: September 20, 1828

Death Date: August 24, 1880

Union officer regarded as the father of the Army Signal Corps. Born in Newburgh, New York, on September 20, 1828, Albert James Myer was raised by an aunt in Buffalo. He worked as a telegrapher before graduating from Geneva College (now Hobart College) in 1848 and the Buffalo Medical College in 1851. His graduate thesis from the latter, “A New Sign Language for Deaf Mutes,” served as the basis for his later military communications system.

Following his studies, Myer practiced private medicine in Florida. In September 1854 he entered the U.S. Army as a captain and an assistant surgeon. Posted to the southwestern United States, Myer renewed his interest in signal communications over distances. In time he developed a binary system of military communication using a single flag, known as wigwag (not to be confused with the semaphore system of two flags).

In 1856 Myer drafted a memorandum on signaling, and in 1858 a military board recommended that it be placed into use. In 1860 Congress authorized a single major who would take “charge of all signal duty, and all books, papers, and apparatus connected therewith.” Myer received that position, although it was not until March 1863 that the U.S. Army Signal Corps officially came into being. It was history’s first separate signal branch within an armed force. Myer then received promotion to colonel.

During the Civil War, Myer sought to apply his system of signaling on the battlefield. He first served as signals officer for Major General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac both in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Myer’s numerous disputes with the army bureaucracy in Washington led to his transfer to the Military Division of the West Mississippi. While on that assignment he wrote his Manual of Signals for the United States Army and Navy (1864), which established signals doctrine that remained for decades thereafter. During 1864–1865 he was signal officer for the Department of the Gulf.

Myer’s signal system proved to be of significant value during war, notably during the engagement of Allatoona, Georgia (October 5, 1864), when signalers were able to order the Union garrison to hold out until reinforcements could be brought forward. In March 1865 Myer received a brevet promotion to brigadier general, and when Congress reorganized the Signal Corps in July 1866, Myer again became chief signal officer at the rank of colonel.

In 1870 Myer helped establish the U.S. Weather Bureau, supervising it for a decade and contracting with civilian firms to distribute nationwide weather reports three times a day. Advanced to brigadier general in the regular army in mid-1880, Myer continued as chief signal officer until his death in Buffalo, New York, on August 24, 1880. Fort Myer, Virginia, is named for him.
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Myers, Abraham Charles

Birth Date: May 14, 1811

Death Date: June 20, 1889

Confederate officer. A descendant of Moses Cohen, the first rabbi of Charleston, South Carolina, Abraham Charles Myers was born in Georgetown, South Carolina, on May 14, 1811. He entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1828, but poor grades prevented his graduation until 1833. Commissioned a brevet second lieutenant in the 4th Infantry Regiment, Myers served in garrison at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, during 1833–1835 and saw combat in Florida in 1836–1837 during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842).

Promoted to first lieutenant on September 6, 1837, and to captain on November 21, 1839, Myers was on recruiting duties (1838–1840), then on quartermaster duties at St. Augustine, Florida (1841–1842). He was stationed at Fort Moultrie, South Carolina, during 1842–1845 and in Texas during 1845–1846. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he saw combat at Palo Alto and Churubusco, for which he was brevetted lieutenant colonel on August 20, 1847. He was chief quartermaster of the U.S. Army of Mexico (April–June 1848).

Myers remained with the Quartermaster Department, serving at Charleston, South Carolina, and Savannah, Georgia, during 1848–1849 and as chief quartermaster of the Department of Florida during 1849–1851. Then stationed at New Orleans (1851–1854), he was chief quartermaster of the Department of Texas (1854–1857) before being stationed at New York City (1857–1858) and New Orleans (1858–1861).

Myers resigned his U.S. Army commission on January 28, 1861, and accepted a commission as a lieutenant colonel in the Confederate Army. Promoted to colonel on February 15, 1862, he was the army’s quartermaster general from December 1861 until mid-1863. Myers faced immediate and immense supply problems. He began purchases and established government factories to produce shoes, clothing, and equipment for the Confederate military. Myers was never able to meet all Confederate military needs, but this was primarily the result of a poor industrial base, an inadequate rail system, currency depreciation, and insufficient appropriations.

Despite problems, Myers had accomplished much by mid-1863, leading members of the Confederate Congress to recommend his promotion to brigadier general. President Jefferson Davis, however, resented this intrusion into his appointment powers as well as Myers reportedly having referred to Davis’s wife Varina as “an old squaw” because of her dark complexion. The president replaced Myers with Brigadier General Alexander R. Lawton for reasons of “efficiency.” When the Confederate Congress approved Lawton’s appointment on February 17, 1864, Myers refused to serve under him and resigned his commission.

Myers relocated to Georgia, where he seems to have been supported by friends. He lived in Europe from 1866 to 1877, then returned to the United States and settled in Lake Roland, Maryland, and finally in Washington, D.C., where he died on June 20, 1889.
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Namozine Church, Battle of

Event Date: April 3, 1865

Engagement during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). Following the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865), Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee’s thinly spread Army of Northern Virginia could no longer maintain its positions at Richmond and Petersburg. On April 2 a massive Union force advanced on Petersburg, while to the west at Sutherland Station, Union brigadier general Nelson Miles’s division of II Corps, Army of the Potomac, cut the last remaining railroad into the city. Lee issued orders to evacuate that evening. The Confederate government, including President Jefferson Davis, departed Richmond by train that evening, while Lee’s army now marched westward in four separate columns intending to rendezvous and gather supplies at Amelia Court House, some 40 miles distant.

Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Cavalry Corps led the Union pursuit, trailing the Confederate column that included the remnants of Major General George Pickett’s division and Lieutenant General Richard Anderson’s small IV Corps, south of the Appomattox River. Covering the Confederate retreat, the cavalry divisions of Major Generals Fitzhugh Lee and W. H. F. “Rooney” Lee began dueling with the lead elements of Sheridan’s command along the Namozine Road, northwest of Sutherland Station.

On the morning of April 3, Union colonel William Wells’s 2nd Brigade of Brigadier General George A. Custer’s 3rd Division took up the pursuit. After a sharp clash at Namozine Creek, the Confederates fell back to the crossroads near Namozine Church. The rear guard, Brigadier General Rufus Barringer’s brigade of Rooney Lee’s Division, was still moving into position as Wells attacked. A portion of Barringer’s command attempted a counterattack that was beaten back by Wells’s troopers, who then overwhelmed the Confederates. During the melee, Captain Tom Custer, the general’s younger brother, leapt his horse over a hastily erected barricade to capture more than a dozen Confederate officers and men as well as the colors of the 2nd North Carolina Cavalry, for which action he would receive the Medal of Honor.

Barringer’s brigade melted away, with some 350 of its number captured, including Barringer. Total Confederate casualties are unrecorded. The North Carolinians, however, had bought valuable time for the infantry, which pressed on toward Amelia Court House. Colonel Wells reported 95 men killed or wounded in the fighting. Custer’s division continued to harass the Confederates until nightfall.

DAVID COFFEY

See also

Appomattox Campaign; Custer, George Armstrong; Lee, Fitzhugh; Lee, William Henry Fitzhugh; Merritt, Wesley; Sheridan, Philip Henry

Further Reading

Longacre, Edward G. The Cavalry at Appomattox: A Tactical Study of Mounted Operations during the Civil War’s Climactic Campaign, March 27–April 9, 1865. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole, 2003.

Marvel, William. Lee’s Last Retreat: The Flight to Appomattox. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002.

_______________________

Napoleon III

Birth Date: April 20, 1808

Death Date: January 9, 1873

President of the Second French Republic (1849–1852) and emperor of France (1852–1870). Born in Paris on April 20, 1808, and raised in Switzerland, the son of Napoleon Bonaparte’s younger brother Louis and his wife Hortense Bonaparte (there are some questions about his paternity), Charles Louis Napoleon Bonaparte made unsuccessful attempts to seize power in France in 1836 and 1840. Following the second attempt, he was tried and imprisoned. In 1846 he escaped from the Fortress of Ham and fled to Britain. He returned to France following the 1848 June Days and was elected to the Constituent Assembly. In December 1849 he was elected president, largely on the magic of his name and a national vote. He seized complete power in a bloodless coup on December 2, 1851, and was crowned emperor as Napoleon III on December 2, 1852.

Until the early 1860s, Napoleon’s rule was decidedly authoritarian, but he certainly had the best interests of the French in mind when he began a series of sweeping social and administrative reforms aimed at modernizing France’s economy and governmental bureaucracy. In the 1860s, responding to liberal pressures, Napoleon moved away from autocratic rule while continuing to press for internal modernization and a meritocratic society. He also began to liberalize the French political process.

Internationally, Napoleon tried—with considerable early success—to return France to greatness. He engineered a successful intervention against Russia in the Crimean War, in concert with the Kingdom of Sardinia defeated the Austrians in Italy, completed the pacification of Algeria, and initiated the French colonization of Indochina.

When the American Civil War began in 1861, Napoleon embarked on a policy of neutrality even though he empathized with Southern independence and fretted about the loss of Southern cotton imports, which he feared might bring economic and social instability to France. Confederate victories early in the war nearly drove Napoleon into the Confederate camp by the summer of 1862, but subsequent Union victories ensured his continued neutrality.
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Emperor Napoleon III of France would have preferred a Southern victory in the Civil War but followed the British lead regarding recognition of the Confederacy. (Library of Congress)

In 1861 Napoleon dispatched a small force to Mexico as part of an international effort to collect delinquent debts from the Mexican government. The following year, the emperor decided to take advantage of America’s turmoil by directly intervening in Mexican affairs and overthrowing the government of President Benito Juárez. With some 25,000 troops in Mexico by early 1863, French forces took Mexico City in June 1863, and Napoleon installed Archduke Maximilian of Austria as the puppet emperor of Mexico. The Abraham Lincoln administration abhorred such intervention in the Western Hemisphere but was in no position to act. The Confederacy, meanwhile, again courted Napoleon’s favor, but he wisely demurred.

The French intervention in Mexico proved disastrous, as most Mexicans rejected Maximilian and decried de facto French rule. In 1865 after the Civil War had ended, the United States pressured the French to quit Mexico. In 1866 Napoleon began withdrawing his troops, which was accomplished by the spring of 1867. Maximilian, left to fend for himself, was overthrown in May and executed in June.

Not surprisingly, it was Napoleon’s foreign policies that ultimately led to his downfall. In addition to the Mexican debacle, he became ensnared in the political intrigues of Italy. Napoleon was also outwitted by Prussian minister president Otto von Bismarck in the diplomacy of Central Europe. Bismarck promised compensation for France on the Rhine in return for neutrality in a war between Prussia and Austria and then failed to deliver on his pledge to France. But Napoleon engaged in double dealing as well, making pledges to Austria that were a direct contradiction of those made to Prussia. The Austro-Prussian War of 1866 was a disaster for France. It ended in the triumph of Prussia and the establishment of a North German Confederation under Prussian leadership.

In ill health, Napoleon again allowed himself to be outmaneuvered diplomatically by Bismarck, leading to war between France and Prussia in 1870, for which Napoleon’s nation was woefully unprepared. Proceeding with his army in the field, Napoleon III surrendered the bulk of his force and was taken prisoner by the Germans following the Battle of Sedan on September 1, 1870. Napoleon was roundly condemned by his countrymen for the disastrous defeat in the Franco-Prussian War, and his government was promptly overthrown, to be replaced by the Third Republic. Napoleon went into unlamented exile and died at Chislehurst in England on January 9, 1873.
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Napoleon 12-Pounder Gun

The most widely used artillery piece of the Civil War. The U.S. 12-pounder smoothbore Napoleon gun was the standard fieldpiece of both the Union Army and the Confederate Army in the war. The gun was in effect the epitome of five centuries of field artillery development. Officially known in the U.S. Army as the “light 12-pounder gun,” it was designed to replace the Pattern 1844–1845 6-pounder gun and 12-pounder gun and howitzer. The Napoleon 12-pounder was most often referred to on both sides in the war as the “Napoleon.”

The gun was named for French emperor Napoleon III (1852–1870). A perceptive student of artillery, he conceived a lightweight weapon of uniform caliber to replace guns and howitzers of differing calibers for field service. Such a weapon would have the great advantage of standardization in ammunition. It was basically a gun without the powder chamber of the howitzer but able to fire shells at howitzer trajectories if need be. By 1856, such gun-howitzers had been adopted by France, Prussia, Russia, and other European countries.

The first American Napoleon gun was produced in 1857 by the Ames Manufacturing Co. of Chicopee, Massachusetts. During the war, five Northern foundries cast the Napoleon. By the time production ceased in 1864, they had produced 1,157 guns, of which almost 500 survive. Seven Confederate arsenals cast some 535 Napoleons during the Civil War, of which 133 survive. Dozens of varieties of Napoleons existed. Although some were rifled, the vast majority were smoothbores of bronze. (At the end of the war, with bronze in short supply, the Tredegar foundry in Richmond, Virginia, cast some Napoleons in iron.)

Napoleons were characterized by a smooth exterior appearance without the rings of older guns and with only a slight muzzle swell (the best-known Confederate version had no muzzle swell). Napoleons weighed about 1,200 pounds, or 100 times the weight of their round shot. Several dozen of the earliest Union Napoleons had handles (dolphins) over their trunnions for lifting the guns, but these were eliminated in late 1861. Of surviving Union Napoleons, only five are rifled guns.
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An African American soldier guarding a 12-pounder Napoleon gun and limber. This smoothbore gun, named for French Emperor Napoleon III, was the most widely used field artillery piece of the Civil War, North and South. (Library of Congress)

Napoleons had a bore diameter of 4.62 inches and a bore length of approximately 64 inches, or 14 calibers (the bore being 14 times as long as its bore diameter). They fired a variety of ammunition, including solid shot, shell, spherical case, grapeshot, and canister. A powder charge of 2.5 pounds gave the projectile a range of 1,600 yards, more than sufficient for the line-of-sight firing in mixed country that characterized most Civil War battles. Canister fired from the Napoleon at close range often proved deadly against attacking infantry, such as during Pickett’s Charge in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). The Napoleon gun was extraordinarily safe for its crews, with few if any recorded instances of them bursting. By the end of the Civil War, Napoleons accounted for four-fifths of Union artillery. The remaining guns were Parrott rifles.
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Nashville, Battle of

Start Date: December 15, 1864

End Date: December 16, 1864

Engagement of the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). On November 30, 1864, Confederate general John Bell Hood tried to destroy an isolated Union army at Franklin, Tennessee, only to suffer more than 6,000 casualties in one of the most desperate battles of the war. Although he held the field the following day, Hood was unable to prevent the successful retreat of Union major general John M. Schofield’s command to Nashville. Believing that he could overtake Schofield’s force, Hood chose to pursue. Union major general George H. Thomas was waiting in Nashville, however, with a large and well-disposed army, and while Hood wanted redemption for his losses at Franklin, Thomas envisioned a completely different result.

Hood arrived at Nashville on December 2 and began to fortify his position. Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, Union Army general in chief, telegraphed Thomas from City Point, Virginia, urging him to attack Hood before he could reinforce and better prepare his positions. But Thomas overestimated Hood’s numbers and feared that he himself lacked sufficient force, particularly cavalry, to defeat Hood in such an assault. Thomas refused another suggestion to attack on December 9 and thereafter did not follow numerous orders to attack, because the temperature had plummeted and ice and snow covered the ground. During Thomas’s delays, Hood strengthened his positions in the hills south of Nashville.

Grant was concerned about the delays in attacking Hood because he believed that Hood might get around Thomas and push for the Ohio River. Grant toyed with the idea of replacing Thomas with Schofield and even cut orders to be carried to Nashville by Major General John A. Logan, who was authorized to supersede Thomas upon his arrival if the hero of Chickamauga had yet to act. On December 15 Thomas, with major components of the Armies of the Cumberland, the Ohio, and the Tennessee, finally attacked Hood’s Army of Tennessee, flanking both sides of Hood’s position and taking Montgomery Hill in the process. Hood then repositioned his men and dug in overnight. The next morning, the Federals charged up Overton Hill and what became known as Shy’s Hill toward the waiting Confederates. By late afternoon on December 16, Thomas and his men had crushed the Confederates. Hood had been routed, and Confederate soldiers were fleeing from the battlefield. It was as decisive a victory as either side had seen in a major battle to that point. The Confederates may have suffered as many as 1,300 killed or wounded in the battle. The Federals took at least 4,500 prisoners. Union losses totaled approximately 3,000 men.

A 10-day Union pursuit to the Tennessee River followed. Confederate major general Nathan Bedford Forrest’s cavalry helped screen the withdrawal. Finally on December 27, the last of Forrest’s men crossed the Tennessee River. On December 29 Hood’s men marched to Tupelo, Mississippi, bringing an end to the Franklin and Nashville Campaign. Fewer than 20,000 men remained in the Army of Tennessee when it crossed into Mississippi, where that remnant was broken up, with some units sent to Mobile while others made the long journey to North Carolina to join General Joseph Johnston’s forces. Hood was relieved of command at his own request in January 1865.
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The Battle of Nashville, December 15–16, 1864. The battle all but destroyed as a fighting force General John Bell Hood’s Confederate Army of Tennessee. (Library of Congress)

See also

Forrest, Nathan Bedford; Franklin and Nashville Campaign; Hood, John Bell; Nashville, Tennessee; Schofield, John McAllister; Thomas, George Henry

Further Reading

Gallagher, Gary W., Stephen D. Engle, Robert K. Krick, and Joseph T. Glatthaar. The American Civil War: This Mighty Scourge of War. Oxford, UK: Osprey, 2003.

Horn, Stanley F. The Decisive Battle of Nashville. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1984.

Sword, Wiley. The Confederacy’s Last Hoorah: Spring Hill, Franklin, & Nashville. New York: HarperCollins for the University of Kansas Press, 1992.

_______________________

Nashville, Tennessee

Capital of Tennessee, key rail center, and one of the Confederacy’s most important arms centers. Nashville, Tennessee, was strategically located in middle Tennessee on the Cumberland River and set astride railway lines that stretched to the Ohio River at Louisville, Kentucky, and through Chattanooga to Atlanta, Georgia, and on to the Atlantic coast and the Gulf of Mexico. Factories in Nashville produced artillery, small arms, percussion caps, cartridges, and sabers. Nashville facilities also made uniforms and leather goods.

Immediately after the surrender of Confederate forces at Fort Donelson on February 16, 1862, Union commanders Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote informed Department of the Missouri commander Major General Henry Halleck that the way to Clarksville and Nashville up the Cumberland River lay open. Foote and Grant planned to take Clarksville, about 60 miles from Nashville, on February 21 and then take Nashville later that same day. Halleck ordered them not to proceed beyond Clarksville.

Foote and Grant were shocked at the news and asked that Halleck reconsider, but he refused. Not until two brigades from Department of the Ohio commander Brigadier General Don Carlos Buell arrived to reinforce Grant on February 23 would Halleck authorize Grant and Foote to proceed. The troops set out the next day. Escorted by the gunboat Carondelet, the transports proceeded to the Tennessee capital without opposition. With Buell belatedly moving on Nashville from the east, the city fell on February 25, the first Confederate state capital in Union hands. Captain William Driver, a resident of Nashville, presented the Union leaders with an American flag that he called “Old Glory,” creating a now-famous nickname. But the delay and Colonel Nathan Bedford Forrest’s energetic efforts enabled the Confederates to remove large quantities of cannon, small arms, ammunition, food, uniforms, and vital foundry equipment. Confederate general Albert Sidney Johnston’s troops then moved south to Murfreesboro before heading to Alabama and a stand south of the Tennessee River.

Nashville became a major Union supply center and the staging area for the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). Using slaves and freemen as labor, Union forces constructed a series of fortifications in and around Nashville, including the largest Union fort west of Washington, D.C. Nevertheless, Confederate cavalry raids still cut rail supply lines and at times came almost to the city’s edge. The city also played a major logistical role in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864).

In November 1864, Confederate general John Bell Hood led the Army of Tennessee in an attempt to recapture the capital. A fierce five-hour struggle south of Nashville at Franklin, Tennessee, devastated his force on November 30, but he continued on and besieged Nashville. An ice storm halted operations until December 15, when Major General George H. Thomas’s Union troops moved out of their defenses and effectively destroyed Hood’s army in an intense two-day fight on the hills surrounding the city.

The Union army in Nashville established the first licensed, regulated brothels in the United States. This was done to reduce venereal disease among soldiers. Similar measures were later adopted in Memphis.
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Nashville Convention

Event Dates: June 3–12 and

November 11–18, 1850

Congress of Southern states designed to coordinate opposition to efforts to forbid slavery in territory acquired during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and to demonstrate Southern solidarity. The Nashville Convention was the brainchild of South Carolina statesman John C. Calhoun, who suggested the conference in late 1849 as debate surrounding the Compromise of 1850 was about to begin. Initially many Southerners welcomed such a convention, but the successful passage of the Missouri Compromise in September 1850 dampened that enthusiasm.

When the convention opened in June, just 9 of 15 slaveholding states opted to send delegates, and of the 175 total delegates present, 102 hailed from Tennessee. Once discussions got under way, it became clear that radical delegates, who advocated secession, sought to assert control over the conference. In the end, however, more temperate views prevailed, and secession was never actively considered. The convention produced 28 resolutions, the most important of which called for the opening of all U.S. territory to slavery and the protection of slave property, even in nonslaveholding states. Notably, the delegates reasserted the Missouri Compromise, suggesting that the free-slave line at latitude 36 degrees, 30 minutes, be extended to the Pacific. On June 12, the conference was temporarily suspended to await results of congressional debate surrounding the Compromise of 1850.

After that measure passed in September, many Americans, including a majority of Southerners, believed that the crisis involving slavery had passed. When the convention reconvened on November 11, only 59 of the original 175 delegates showed up. Mostly radicals, many from South Carolina, they rejected the Compromise of 1850 and reserved the right to secede from the Union. The results of the second half of the conference garnered little notice, and in the end the effort accomplished nothing of substance. It did, however, allow radical Southerners to discuss their agenda, which would be enacted beginning in 1860.
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Nassau, Bahamas

Major center for blockade-running during the Civil War, second only to Bermuda in terms of traffic. Nassau is located off the southeastern coast of Florida, north of Cuba and Hispaniola. During the conflict, numerous Confederate agencies established offices in Nassau alongside British firms. In the course of the war, 397 Confederate ships made it into port at Nassau, while 588 departed Nassau for Southern ports as well as for Bermuda and Havana. Most were fast-sailing civilian ships flying the British flag. Ships leaving Nassau sailed chiefly to Charleston, South Carolina, while a smaller number went to Florida ports and Wilmington, North Carolina. Their cargoes consisted of medical supplies, weapons, and ammunition but also on occasion luxury items, which offered a handsome profit. Ships making the return trip to the Bahamas carried turpentine, tobacco, and cotton for distribution and sale in Europe (usually Britain and France). Blockade-running produced huge profits—sometimes up to 800 percent—and a financial windfall for Bahamians.

Blockade-runners operated relatively safely within Bahamian waters because British warships patrolled the area. Britain had declared its neutrality in the war, meaning that its ships could not be harassed by U.S. ships. Nevertheless, there were several instances in which American warships chased blockade-runners back into British territorial waters at Nassau.
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Nast, Thomas

Birth Date: September 24, 1840

Death Date: December 7, 1902

Artist and renowned cartoonist. Thomas Nast was born in Landau, Bavaria, Germany, on September 24, 1840, and immigrated to the United States with his family as a young child. At an early age he demonstrated a flair for drawing and subsequently attended New York City’s National Academy of Design. In 1855 he began working as a draftsman for Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper. In 1858 Nast began working for Harper’s Weekly, and in 1859 he began producing drawings for the periodical. He traveled to Europe in 1860, and in 1861 he began producing hugely popular sketches and articles about Italy’s struggle to attain unification. At about the same time, Nast began producing cartoon caricatures and politicized cartoons, which became his trademark.

Nast used his cartoons to disseminate specific social or political points of view and also used his drawings to reveal government corruption and unveil unscrupulous public officials. Some of Nast’s cartoons advanced abolitionism, and after the Civil War he laid bare the evils of Jim Crow laws and the excesses of the Ku Klux Klan. Nast’s first serious political cartoon, titled “Peace,” was published in 1862 and was meant as a criticism of Northerners who refused to support the Civil War. During the war, Nast also provided illustrations of battles; by war’s end, he had earned the praise of President Abraham Lincoln, who termed Nast “our best recruiter.” After the war, Nast showcased his disdain for President Andrew Johnson and his Reconstruction policies in a number of cartoons.

Nast drew for Harper’s Weekly from 1862 until 1886. During that time he became a political king maker, playing a key role in the 1868, 1872, and 1876 presidential elections. Nast’s prominence was such that he played a vital part in the unveiling of corruption in New York City’s Tammany Hall, which had suffused that city’s government with greed, graft, and bribery. Indeed, Tammany Hall’s ringleader, William M. “Boss” Tweed, offered Nast a sizable bribe to stop him from producing damaging cartoons. Nast refused, and by 1873 Tweed had been convicted of massive fraud. After leaving Harper’s Weekly in 1866, Nast continued to draw and produce cartoons and was involved in a failed venture to start his own magazine.

In 1902 President Theodore Roosevelt, who had long admired Nast’s muckraking, named him general consul to Ecuador. Nast contracted yellow fever there and died in Guayaquil on December 7, 1902.
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National Cemetery System

Federally supported cemeteries for soldiers killed during the Civil War. The National Cemetery System was initially created to provide burial spaces and services for Union soldiers killed during the Civil War. The large numbers of fatalities during the war created an immediate need for federally supported cemeteries that had not existed previously. After the war, additional cemeteries were created for those Union soldiers killed in battle whose remains were gathered into larger burial grounds. The desire to honor those who had died in the war eventually grew to include all veterans. Today, the National Cemetery System provides burial space for veterans of all U.S. wars.

Prior to the Civil War, the U.S. Army was a small organization, with most personnel located in frontier or coastal posts. When deaths occurred, the bodies were generally interred in cemeteries established within the bounds of a military post. When the cause was hostile action, the dead were sometimes buried where they fell, but this was the exception. The army eventually developed a uniform system of marking graves with wooden boards. The top was slightly rounded, and a registration number or inscription was inscribed on the board. No centralized system to record burials existed, however.

This system was inadequate for the mass armies mobilized during the Civil War. As large numbers of men gathered at mobilization and training areas, thousands died of disease. In addition, the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) indicated that the war would be long and that arrangements would be necessary for the thousands who would be killed in battle. On September 11, 1861, the War Department issued General Order No. 75. The order made commanders of U.S. forces responsible for burials and the marking of graves in their areas of operations and also required that the quartermaster general of the army provide headboards for each grave. The quartermaster was also to provide blank books and forms to commanders to record and preserve records of burials. The system established by General Order No. 75 was the first centralized one for recording burials.

Responsibilities of commanders were expanded in the spring of 1862. General Order No. 33, Section II, ordered commanders to obtain suitable plots of land near battlefields as soon as possible and to have those who died in battle reburied in that ground. Each grave was to have an identifying headboard, and a register of graves was created.

These general orders to commanders failed to detail how they were to obtain ground to bury their dead, however. For those who died at mobilization points and large hospitals, usually sections of local cemeteries were secured and utilized. At frontier posts, the post cemeteries were enlarged. Patriotic organizations also obtained suitable property and donated it to the federal government.

Recognizing the limits of private generosity, Congress enacted legislation to enable the federal government to create suitable cemeteries. On July 17, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln signed an act that directed him to purchase cemetery grounds to be used as a national cemetery for those who died in defense of the United States. This legislation marked the beginning of the National Cemetery System.

By the end of 1862, 14 national cemeteries had been created. The first were near mobilization areas, such as New Albany, Indiana, and Brooklyn, New York. Others were post cemeteries, such as Fort Scott and the Soldiers’ Home at Washington, D.C. Only one battlefield location was included, that of Antietam in Maryland. Antietam was a special case because the property had been obtained by state organizations and then turned over to the federal government. In 1863 another six national cemeteries were created, including one at Gettysburg, under circumstances similar to those at Antietam. Two were created in 1864 and eight were created in 1865, including Arlington. Thanks to its location and high-profile burials, Arlington has become the flagship of the National Cemetery System.

On July 3, 1865, 101,736 graves were recorded in the national cemeteries. An estimated 200,000 other soldiers were buried in scattered cemeteries and unmarked graves across the country. A massive reburial program was undertaken by the army to locate, identify, and rebury these bodies in national cemeteries. Additional cemeteries were created for this purpose, including 21 in 1866 alone. By the end of 1870, 73 national cemeteries had been established. They contained the graves of 299,696 Union soldiers. The positively identified bodies totaled 173,109, while 143,446 remained unidentified. The cost of the burial program was more than $2.5 million. Over the next decade, more changes and improvements to the system solidified the national cemetery system, including the reburial in national cemeteries of Confederate dead and the opening of national cemeteries to Confederate veterans. The system continues to operate today.
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National Days of Prayer and Fasting

Days designated by presidential order in both the Confederacy and the United States to observe prayers for countrymen and soldiers in the field and to abstain from food as a show of humility, unity, and strength. Confederate president Jefferson Davis proclaimed numerous such days during the Civil War. His proclamations asked for Divine guidance on the battlefield and aimed to keep citizens’ spirits high as they fought for nationhood. The fasting was designed to be a token way in which to preserve food so that soldiers in the field could be adequately provisioned. Above all, however, Davis hoped to demonstrate that all citizens—civilian and military alike—would have to make painful sacrifices if they intended to prevail in their righteous struggle against the Northern aggressors. This clearly fit into a larger pattern in which many Confederates tended to see the struggle with the Union as a holy war that would eventually be won with God’s divine intervention.

In the North, President Abraham Lincoln issued only one official proclamation of prayer and fasting during the war. Signed on March 30, 1863, Lincoln’s decree established April 30, 1863, as a Day of Prayer and Fasting. “It behooves us,” Lincoln wrote, “to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness.” The intention was vintage Lincoln, for it called for forgiveness as well as the strength to continue on with the war against the South.

President John Adams was the first chief executive to proclaim a day of prayer and fasting, in 1798 during the Quasi-War with France. In 1952 during the Korean War, President Harry S. Truman declared a Day of Prayer, and several similar declarations have been issued since the 1980s.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Davis, Jefferson Finis; Lincoln, Abraham

Further Reading

McPherson, James M. Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era. New York: Ballantine, 1989.

_______________________

National Tribune

Important postwar veterans’ newspaper. George E. Lemon, a wounded veteran and pension lawyer, established the National Tribune in October 1877 as an eight-page monthly newspaper to provide information on pensions for Union veterans. He was especially interested in lobbying Congress to liberalize existing pension laws and add widows and their families to the rolls. The newspaper became a weekly in August 1881. Lemon then asked veterans to submit for publication their reminiscences of wartime service. By mid-1882, articles were pouring into the paper. Veterans from privates to generals submitted accounts of battles, marches, camp life, imprisonment, naval actions, and other aspects of service.

In 1884, Illinois veteran John McElroy joined the paper as editor and after 1896 was its owner until his death in 1929. Under his guidance, the National Tribune became the nation’s most influential veterans’ publication. McElroy supervised the publication of a number of books by veterans, including Augustus Buell, William Pittenger, and J. O. Kerbey, as well as a series of biographies and historical works.

To broaden the paper’s appeal, McElroy acquired the World War I veterans’ newspaper Stars and Stripes in 1926. Thereafter the paper was called National Tribune/Stars and Stripes until 1963, when the titles were flipped to modernize the newspaper. In 1999 a Pittsburgh-based veterans’ group acquired the paper and dropped “National Tribune” from the title. However, the new owners went bankrupt, and the paper ceased publication in 2002. The National Tribune remains a rich source of information on the Union Army during the Civil War.
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National Union Party

Transitory political party created by the Republicans and President Abraham Lincoln for the elections of 1864. The president circumvented the Republican Party for a number of reasons. Lincoln was convinced that his reelection was vital to the preservation of the Union. Running for reelection in the inflamed atmosphere of the long Civil War, made more controversial by his Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863, Lincoln believed that in order to win, he must attract War Democrats who would not have otherwise voted for the Republican Party. He also had to overcome a faction of anti-Lincoln Radical Republicans, who were critical of his leadership, believed that he could not win reelection, and preferred a Northern victory followed by a punitive and protracted Reconstruction period. Indeed, a number of Radical Republicans formed the Radical Democracy Party, which convened in late May 1864 and nominated John C. Frémont as their standard-bearer. Many moderate and pro-Lincoln Republicans also worried about retaining their congressional majority.

In these circumstances, Republicans loyal to Lincoln met in Baltimore, Maryland, during the first week of June 1864 and formally created the National Union Party. They nominated Lincoln as their presidential candidate and, quite shrewdly, selected War Democrat Andrew Johnson of Tennessee as his vice presidential running mate. Johnson’s nomination was designed chiefly to attract War Democrats. Robert Jefferson Breckinridge of Kentucky, the convention’s temporary chairman, summed up the appeal of the National Union Party for many Americans. He declared that he would follow Lincoln, the Union Party candidate, to the ends of the earth. But Lincoln the abolitionist, Republican, Whig, Democrat, or American (Know-Nothing) Party member, Breckinridge would not follow a single foot. Lincoln accepted the nomination, secretly pledging that if he lost the election, he would try to defeat the Confederacy by an all-out military effort before yielding the White House in March 1865.

In late August 1864, the Democrats, meeting in Chicago, nominated Major General George B. McClellan as their candidate. McClellan, proclaiming the Union war effort a failure, pledged that if elected he would end the conflict with a negotiated peace.

Fortunately for Lincoln and the Union Party, Union forces scored several notable victories, not the least of which was the capture of Atlanta on September 2, 1864. A day later, Frémont dropped out of the race. On November 8, Lincoln and his National Union Party swept the election. When Lincoln died from an assassin’s bullet on April 15, 1865, Johnson became president. Johnson was the only other National Union president, and that in name only. Lincoln had created the party as a temporary expedient, and it died with him.
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National Woman’s Relief Corps

Auxiliary organization of the Grand Army of the Republic officially organized in July 1883 in Denver, Colorado. On September 7, 1962, the U.S. Congress incorporated the National Woman’s Relief Corps. The mission of the auxiliary organization is to perpetuate the memory and history of the Grand Army of the Republic and those who died in battle, to help veterans of all U.S. wars and their families, and to promote and perpetuate patriotism and allegiance to the U.S. government.

The National Woman’s Relief Corps operates a national Grand Army of the Republic museum in Springfield, Illinois, and offers regular scholarships for students to attend colleges and universities. These scholarships are open to all who apply, including nonmembers. Membership is open to any U.S. citizen age 13 and older. Women members do not have to be descendants of a Civil War veteran to join, which was the express wish of the Grand Army of the Republic when it established the organization in 1883. The National Woman’s Relief Corps holds a national convention each year, and its leadership is elected by the membership as a whole.
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Native Americans, Confederate

See Confederate Indians

_______________________

Native Americans in the Civil War

On the eve of the Civil War, the small U.S. Army was largely a western constabulary, manning dozens of outposts and used primarily for surveying, exploration, and the pacification of Native American tribes. With the secession of the Southern states and the outbreak of the war, federal troops were removed from Texas and other parts of the country. As the war continued, the growing armies of the Union and to a lesser extent those of the Confederacy continued to enforce Indian policies. For example, Union volunteers saw action against the Dakota Sioux in Minnesota, the Apaches and Navajos in the Southwest, and the Cheyennes at Sand Creek on November 29, 1864 (the Sand Creek Massacre). Native Americans also actively supported both sides of the conflict in significant numbers. They participated in both conventional battles and guerrilla actions, often in an attempt to further their own tribal goals.

As many as 20,000 Native Americans took an active role in the Civil War. Even when they chose different sides, the reasons were much the same. The poverty of many tribes and their dependence on the U.S. government for protection and survival encouraged their entry into the conflict. Tribes that had been effectively assimilated into the surrounding white populations usually supported the cause espoused by nearby settlers. Others were geographically located so as to be vulnerable to one side or the other. This latter was primarily the case for the Cherokee, Choctaw, Creek, Osage, and Seminole tribes in Indian Territory (Oklahoma), the Catawbas of South Carolina, and the eastern band of the Cherokees in North Carolina, who became important Confederate allies.
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Native Americans fought on both sides during the Civil War. Here soldiers of Company K (composed chiefly of Ojibwa, Odawa, and Potawatomi Native Americans) of the 1st Regiment Michigan Volunteer Sharpshooters nurse their wounds following the Second Battle of Fredericksburg, May 3–4, 1864. (Library of Congress)

Many Native American groups, such as the Cherokees who followed Stand Watie, one of their tribal leaders and a Confederate brigadier general, hoped to settle old grievances by joining the Confederate cause. Watie represented the tribal faction that had signed the 1835 Treaty of New Echota that removed them from their ancestral land. Like many Cherokees identified with the slaveholding South, a number of Indians supported the Confederacy simply because they themselves were slaveholders. Although Cherokee chief John Ross urged neutrality, he found himself outnumbered until federal pressure in the territory allowed him to reassert his authority in support of the Union.

Native Americans participated in a number of conventional and unconventional military operations. In the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), Colonel Stand Watie led the Cherokee Mounted Rifles in an assault to capture Union artillery batteries. When members of the 31st U.S. Colored Infantry of the Army of the Potomac fought at the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864) at Petersburg, Virginia, they were met by Catawba warriors of the 17th South Carolina. Two Seneca brothers served the Union cause faithfully: Isaac Newton Parker was a noncommissioned officer in the 132nd New York State Volunteer Infantry, while his brother, Ely Samuel Parker, was a colonel on Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s staff.

Throughout the war, Confederates formed four infantry regiments from among the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole Nations. Many Native Americans also provided valuable transportation services as river pilots and home guards protecting vital lines of communications and the rail links critical to military operations.

In parts of the country, federal, state, or territorial leaders used the distraction of the Civil War to move aggressively against Indians, while in parts of the West, Indians exploited the absence of troops to reassert themselves, even driving back the frontier line in places. In Confederate Texas, for example, Comanches and Kiowas raided western settlements along the frontier with relative impunity.

The Minnesota Sioux Uprising that began in the summer of 1862 became a particularly bloody affair. Led by Little Crow, several hundred Dakota (Santee) Sioux warriors attacked white settlements, killing some 800 people and doing considerable damage. Colonel H. H. Sibley’s Minnesota militiamen defeated the Sioux in September, capturing almost 1,500 warriors, more than 300 of whom were tried and sentenced to death. President Abraham Lincoln reduced the sentences of all but 38, who were hanged at Mankato in December in the largest public execution in American history.

In Colorado, Indian unrest and territorial politics collided to produce one of the most infamous events of the war years. In an effort to promote Colorado’s pursuit of statehood, territorial officials sought to rid the region of troublesome Cheyenne and Arapaho bands, including those who attempted to make peace. On November 29, 1864, Colonel John Chivington led Colorado militiamen in an attack on the peaceful Cheyenne chief Black Kettle’s Village on Sand Creek in eastern Colorado. Chivington and his men slaughtered several hundred Indians, including a large number of women and children. Although he was eventually condemned for his actions, Chivington was initially lionized as a hero.

A particularly sad chapter in U.S.–Native American relations during the war unfolded in the far Southwest and involved the removal of the Mescalero Apache and Navajo peoples from the District of Arizona. Beginning in October 1862, Colonel Christopher “Kit” Carson was ordered to move against the Mescalero Apaches and Navajos, round them up, and relocate them to the Bosque Redondo Reservation in the barren eastern part of the New Mexico Territory. The forced removal was deemed necessary for white settlement and development in Arizona. Carson was encouraged to embark on a scorched-earth policy in order to move the Native Americans as quickly as possible.

By the winter of 1863, most of the Mescalero Apaches had been moved to the reservation; most went peacefully. However, the Navajos proved more troublesome, and when a December 1862 delegation of Navajos was rebuffed by American officials, they vowed not to surrender and began a running fight with Carson’s forces. Throughout most of 1863, Carson employed brutal tactics to subdue the Navajos, including the destruction of most of their villages and crops.

By late December 1863, Carson’s men had cornered the remaining Navajo fighters in Arizona’s Canyon de Chelly. On January 6, 1864, with the remaining Navajos trapped in a frigid and snowy canyon, Carson led his men in a brutal assault against them. The Canyon de Chelly Campaign, which ended on January 16, resulted in 23 Navajos killed and 34 captured. An additional 200 capitulated. By March 1, 1864, some 11,500 Navajos had been rounded up and were held at Fort Canby and then force-marched 400 miles to the reservation. As many as 3,000 Navajo died of starvation, disease, and abuse along the way, and another 2,000 were dead within two years on the tiny reservation.

The legacy of Native American participation in the American Civil War was generally a tragic one. For the Cherokees, Creeks, Chickasaws, Choctaws, and Seminoles—collectively referred to as the Five Civilized Tribes—treaties signed after the war provided for huge territorial concessions and the continued erosion of tribal authority and the physical integrity of their nations. Even though many Cherokees had fought for the Union, the provisions of a July 19, 1866, treaty with the federal government required the tribe to cede parcels of land as railroad rights-of-way, relinquish a four-mile-wide strip of land that ran the entire length of that nation’s border with Kansas, and allow the U.S. government to settle “friendly Indians” west of 96 degrees longitude without the permission of the Cherokee National Council.

Other tribes signed treaties with similar provisions that produced a growing Native American dependence on the federal government. At the conclusion of the war, the U.S. Army could devote even greater efforts to supporting pacification, detribalization, and assimilation policies in regard to all Native Americans. Indeed, the U.S. government pursued these policies generally without regard for the affiliations that Native Americans had expressed during the Civil War.
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Nativism

Ethnocentric beliefs including fear or distrust—often irrational—of newly arrived immigrants and other individuals who do not adhere to predetermined ethnic or religious viewpoints. During the mid-19th century, the United States was in the midst of its first wave of mass immigration, which fueled nativism. Not surprisingly, many nativists opposed immigration, fearing that a large influx of Irish and German immigrants would alter American society and politics because of the immigrants’ Roman Catholic beliefs. Well into the 19th century, the majority of Americans were Protestants who had little regard for the Catholic Church. Nativist sentiments can be traced as far back as colonial times, but they became particularly pronounced in the middle third of the 19th century.

Many native-born American Protestants had only a vague understanding of Catholicism and harbored numerous misperceptions of the denomination. They wrongly assumed that Catholics would make poor citizens because their alleged loyalty to the pope would make adherence to American-style republicanism impossible. Many also disdained the use of liquor—even wine in Catholic religious observations—and looked down on the Irish because most were poor and uneducated. Similarly, some Americans distrusted the Germans because of their undemocratic traditions, elitist hierarchical society, reluctance to abandon the German language, and fondness for beer. Catholic Germans faced the additional stigma of adhering to the “wrong” religion. Similarly, other ethnic groups, such as Italians, were discriminated against because of their Latin culture, skin tone, and Roman Catholicism.

Nativism also became popularly manifested in U.S. politics, most directly in the Know-Nothing Party, which lasted from the mid-1840s into the very early 1860s. The party was most prominent in the urban centers of the Northeast and the Midwest. The Know-Nothing Party was rather one-dimensional in its focus: it was chiefly anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic and arose in response to the large influx of Irish and German Catholic immigrants. Many Know-Nothing adherents feared that newly arriving immigrants would take jobs away from native-born Americans and thus pushed to prevent Catholics from holding public offices or taking jobs in the private sector. In the end, the party was unable to transcend local or regional politics because of the clandestine nature of its organization and the fact that its adherents differed considerably. For example, Southerners tended to be more concerned with unionism than true nativism.

Periodic nativist-inspired violence was certainly not unheard of in the years leading up to the Civil War. For instance, in 1844 in Philadelphia, a number of nativist assaults on Catholic churches and community centers resulted in numerous deaths. On August 6, 1855, in Louisville, Kentucky, election-day rioters killed at least 22 people in attacks on German and Irish Catholics in what became known as Bloody Monday. Irish, German, and other non-Anglo, non-Protestant soldiers during the Civil War were subjected to ritual discrimination, while their civilian counterparts suffered from ethnic and religious bigotry.
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Natural Bridge, Battle of

Event Date: March 6, 1865

Engagement that occurred southeast of Tallahassee, Florida, during the St. Marks Campaign (March 4–7, 1865). The Battle of Natural Bridge resulted from the attempt by Union forces under Brigadier General John Newton, commander of the District of West Florida, to defeat Confederate troops who had attacked Cedar Key and Fort Myers and then, if possible, march on Tallahassee. The engagement began as a joint army-navy operation, but the navy had trouble getting its ships up the St. Marks River.

On the night of March 4, 1,000 men of the 2nd and 99th U.S. Colored Troops Infantry Regiments and elements of the 2nd Florida Cavalry disembarked at the mouth of the St. Marks River. The destruction of a railroad bridge over the St. Marks River by local defense forces, however, forced Newton to seek another way across the river.

On March 6 Newton attempted to cross at Natural Bridge, a point where the St. Marks River dips underground for several hundred feet, creating a natural bridge. The narrow space allowed the outnumbered defenders, consisting of the 2nd Florida Cavalry Battalion, local militia, and a cadet company from the West Florida Seminary (now Florida State University), all under Brigadier General William Miller, to entrench and catch the Union charge in a deadly cross fire. Newton then withdrew to the cover of the Union ships.

In the Battle of Natural Bridge, the Union suffered approximately 148 casualties, while Confederate losses numbered 3 killed and at least 28 wounded. The battle ensured that Tallahassee would be the only Confederate state capital east of the Mississippi River not captured by Union troops before the end of the Civil War and also served to boost sagging Confederate morale.
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Navajo Removal

Forced relocation of the Navajos (Dinés) from their ancestral homelands to a reservation in eastern New Mexico. As with the Cherokees’ Trail of Tears 26 years earlier, the removal of the Navajos from their traditional homeland in 1864 marked a pivotal event in Navajo history and culture. At the outset of war with Mexico in 1846, U.S. troops under the command of Colonel Stephen Watts Kearny had occupied Santa Fe, New Mexico, on their way to California. In October of that year, Kearny sent Colonel Alexander William Doniphan into present-day northeastern Arizona to inform the Navajos that they now fell under the authority of the U.S. government. There, Doniphan concluded the first of seven peace treaties negotiated between the Navajos and the U.S. government between 1846 and 1868.

For many Navajos, however, Doniphan’s treaty had no validity. In an effort to bring broader compliance to U.S. demands, the army launched military expeditions into Navajo country, specifically targeting the stronghold of Canyon de Chelly. In September 1847, a battalion under the command of Major Robert Walker invaded the upper reaches of the canyon but encountered few people with whom to treat. Two years later, Major John Macrae Washington made a similar foray—this time with some success. Washington’s expedition resulted in a treaty signed on September 9, 1849, and ratified by the U.S. Senate a year later that gave the U.S. government the power to establish military posts, agencies, and trading posts in Navajo country. However, the unfortunate death of seven Navajo men, including a respected elder, at the hands of Washington’s men led to continued resistance to the designs of the U.S. government.

Between 1850 and 1860, animosity between the Navajos and the U.S. government intensified. The U.S. Senate, unwilling to pay Native Americans or to set aside land for their use, was loath to ratify further treaties with the Navajos. In 1860, an attack by 1,000 Navajo warriors against U.S. troops at Fort Defiance in the southern part of Navajo country nearly met with success. Accordingly, the commander of the Department of New Mexico, Colonel Edward Richard Sprigg Canby, became increasingly convinced that the best way to handle the problem was simply to move the Navajos out of their homeland and onto a reservation. Canby’s threatened removal policy resulted in an 1861 treaty signed by 49 Navajo leaders who had led the attack on Fort Defiance the previous year. The treaty, like many of its predecessors, never passed the Senate.

As the American Civil War engulfed the country, Canby’s focus necessarily shifted away from Native American problems and toward the Confederate presence in New Mexico. Following his victory over Confederate forces at Glorieta Pass (March 26–28, 1862), Canby was promoted to brigadier general and transferred to Washington, D.C. Command of the Department of New Mexico now fell to Brigadier General James Henry Carleton. With the Confederate threat to New Mexico eased, Carleton returned to the execution of the removal policy articulated by his predecessor. Carleton sought to remove the Navajos (as well as the Mescalero Apaches) from Navajo country and isolate the Native Americans at Bosque Redondo along the Pecos River.

Realizing that the Navajos would not leave on their own accord, Carleton sent soldiers under the command of Colonel Christopher Houston “Kit” Carson into Navajo country to force its inhabitants to depart. Carson recognized that control of Canyon de Chelly was the key to the operation. A brief but devastating campaign in the snow-blanketed canyon in January 1864 proved successful, as thousands of Navajos were forced from their homes, rounded up, and sent first to Fort Wingate, near present-day Gallup, New Mexico, and then on the infamous Long Walk to Fort Sumner at Bosque Redondo. The trip took 20 days, during which perhaps 200 or more Navajos died. Many more died at Bosque Redondo, a place singularly ill-suited for habitation. To make matters worse, the Mescalero Apaches, with whom the Navajos had been forced to share the reservation, had been their traditional adversaries. After several years of virtual incarceration, the Navajos signed a treaty with the U.S. government on June 1, 1868, allowing them to return to a portion of Navajo country: 3,328,302 acres that included most of Canyon de Chelly.
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Naval Academy, Confederate

Counterpart to the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis established by the Confederate States of America in 1861. As with the academy at Annapolis, the Confederate Naval Academy’s primary objective was to train midshipmen to serve as officers for the navy.

As civil war loomed, members of the Confederate Congress saw the need for training young men for its navy. Thus, they authorized the creation of the Confederate Naval Academy on February 20, 1861, preceding formal hostilities with the Union by nearly two months. One of the main advocates of the academy was Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen Russell Mallory, who had served as the chairman of the Naval Affairs Committee in the U.S. Senate prior to secession.

Unlike the U.S. Naval Academy, which had formal grounds and a dedicated training ship, the Confederacy opted for simply one training ship to serve as the academy’s entire school. With the capture of Norfolk, Virginia, the Confederates secured the Yorktown, a 1,300-ton side-wheel steamship that had been a passenger and freight ship operating between New York and Richmond. The ship had belonged to the Old Dominion Steam-Ship Line prior to the war. The rebels converted the Yorktown into a warship and renamed it the Patrick Henry. It served as the home of the naval academy.

After the Patrick Henry’s conversion, the ship was placed under the command of the James River Squadron and based below Drewry’s Bluff, on a bend on the James River about seven miles below the Confederate capital of Richmond. As a warship, the Patrick Henry also had an enlisted crew aboard and formed part of the defense structure of Richmond.

Commander John Mercer Brooke, chief of the Office of Ordnance and Hydrography, organized the academy and had overall supervision. The first superintendent and commandant of the new academy was Lieutenant William Harwar Parker, a Mexican-American War veteran and an 1847 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy who had also taught there prior to the Civil War.

As with the U.S. Naval Academy, young men received their nominations as midshipmen from members of Congress or the president and were admitted between the ages of 14 and 18. The academy originally admitted 106 acting midshipmen, who took courses that included seamanship, gunnery, navigation, mathematics, modern languages, geography, and history. Studies began in July 1863.

In the spring of 1864, the Union Army mounted a new offensive in Virginia. In May, some Confederate midshipmen were reassigned either to other ships in the squadron or with the batteries on Drewry’s Bluff. Despite nearby hostile actions, however, the midshipmen continued their studies through the year, an experience not shared by their counterparts in Newport. Although the Confederate Congress recommended increasing the number of midshipmen in late 1864, the measure was opposed by President Jefferson Davis because of the critical need for soldiers in the army.

In March 1865 the Patrick Henry was directed upriver to Rocketts Navy Yard in Richmond, and Secretary of the Navy Mallory ordered the ship prepared for destruction in the event of an evacuation of Richmond. On April 1, midshipmen were ordered to report to the army, while the Patrick Henry was burned to avoid capture. Mallory hoped to reestablish the academy either in Georgia or North Carolina, but the end of the war later that month rendered this unnecessary.
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Naval Academy, U.S.

Professional school to train midshipmen to become U.S. Navy or Marine Corps officers. Established in 1845 and located on the Severn River in Annapolis, Maryland, the U.S. Naval Academy has thrived in its mission to instruct the midshipmen in an atmosphere that promotes good morals, mental acuity, and physical fitness.

President John Adams first suggested a school for naval officers. Prior to the creation of a naval college, many naval officers held the traditional view that the best education for future officers was at sea as they learned on the job. Others simply opposed the expense of such a naval academy.

A naval college was briefly established at the Naval Asylum at the Philadelphia Navy Yard. The asylum served both as a hospital and convalescent home for disabled and infirm sailors and as a naval school for midshipmen. But in the wake of the Somers Mutiny of 1842, the spirited debate between providing formal education or training on ships further shifted toward creating a new school. On the recommendation of Secretary of the Navy George Bancroft, President James K. Polk authorized the transfer of Fort Severn in Annapolis from the army to the navy on June 16, 1845, for the purpose of establishing a naval school.

The academy was formally opened on October 10, 1845, under its first superintendent, Commander Franklin Buchanan, later rear admiral in the Confederate Navy during the Civil War. Midshipmen were accepted between the ages of 13 and 15. Originally they received two years of study, spent three years at sea, and then completed their education at the academy for one more year. Midshipmen now complete four years of academic study supplemented by cruises in the summer.

Because of the relative proximity of the academy to the Confederacy, the U.S. Naval Academy was moved temporarily to Newport, Rhode Island, for the duration of the Civil War. On May 9, 1861, the steamer Baltic and the frigate Constitution arrived at Newport with the naval academy’s entire faculty, staff, and midshipmen on board. The Constitution, along with a local leased hotel, served as barracks and classrooms during the war. In the meantime, the facilities at Annapolis were pressed into service as an army field hospital and post.

In response to rapid technological advances that were changing the very premises of naval warfare in the 1860s, Captain George S. Blake, the U.S. Naval Academy’s superintendent, advocated curriculum changes that had midshipmen studying mechanical drawing, chemistry, calculus, and geometry. Some high-ranking naval officials, such as Rear Admiral David D. Porter, fretted that the new focus on science was coming at the price of practical, hands-on training and exercises. In response to such worries, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles created an oversight board in May 1865 to evaluate the academy and its curriculum. The board was headed by Vice Admiral David Farragut and concluded that the academy had suffered while located in Newport. The board also found that the curriculum changes had been too abrupt and too sweeping. Just a few months later Porter was named the new superintendent, and the academy was reassembled at Annapolis.
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Naval Brigade

Body of sailors serving in a ground combat role to augment land forces. Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren, who assumed command of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron in June 1863, created a naval unit to fight ashore that was formally known as the Fleet Brigade. Headed by Commander George H. Preble and numbering 492 officers and men (29 officers, 145 naval artillerists, 156 naval infantry, 156 marines, and 6 black hospital stewards and nurses), the brigade was equipped with two naval field batteries, each with four Dahlgren smoothbore boat howitzers and two rifled 12-pounder howitzers drawn from the naval battery on Morris Island and from ships of the squadron. Dahlgren assigned 20 men to each howitzer, which was pulled by drag ropes. Thirteen men were to service the howitzer, and 7 men were to act as infantry, each armed with a short rifled musket (the Plymouth musket, of Dahlgren’s own design). Four pioneers were attached to each howitzer to level the ground for its use or to throw up breastworks if required. The marines, who were divided into three companies, were to act as skirmishers.

The brigade was created in response to a request from General John G. Foster, commander of the Department of the South, to try to secure the Charleston & Savannah Railroad in support of Major General William T. Sherman’s advance to Savannah and the sea. Embarked on three steamers, the brigade proceeded up the Broad River and was landed in less than 30 minutes at Boyd’s Neck, South Carolina, on November 19, 1864. The brigade fought alongside Union Army units under Brigadier Generals Edward E. Potter and John P. Hatch in the Battle of Honey Hill, near Grahamville, on November 30. The brigade then proceeded with the troops to Tulifinny Cross Roads, where it took part in additional fighting on December 6 and 9.

Sailors and marines fought ashore in other operations, most notably in the Fort Fisher Campaign when on January 15, 1865, some 400 marines and 1,000 sailors were landed to assault the fort from its sea face. Although they incurred heavy casualties and their attack was unsuccessful, they helped divert the Confederate defenders, allowing the Union army assault to succeed.
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Naval Gunnery

There was a direct correlation between the size of a gun crew and rate of fire. Fourteen men was the suggested number for operating a heavy 32-pounder long gun on a truck carriage, while the 1864 U.S. Navy Ordnance Instructions specified 16 men for the IX-inch Dahlgren on a Marsilly carriage and 24 men for the XI-inch pivot-mounted Dahlgren. The general rule of thumb was 1 man per 500 pounds of metal in the gun if it was on a truck carriage or 1 man per 450 pounds of gun metal if on a pivot mount. In case both sides of the ship had to fight at once, the size of each gun crew was halved.

Each gun crew member had a precise assignment. The 14-man crew for a heavy 32-pounder included the first gun captain, who had actual charge of the gun; the second gun captain; the sponger and assistant sponger; the loader and assistant loader; and the tacklemen, handspikemen, and auxiliaries. Not counted a formal part of the gun crew but essential to its operation, the powder monkey assigned to each gun retrieved individual cartridges from the magazine and carried them to the gun.

The preliminary to battle was the command calling the crew to quarters, generally effected by a drum roll. The men placed their hammocks in the hammock rails along the sides of the ship, if not already there, to provide some additional protection against small arms fire. Among other preparations, the crew stowed furniture and other articles not necessary to battle, distributed small arms, made ready the rigging axes and boarding axes, filled fire buckets and water tubs from which the men might drink, and dropped the ship’s boats astern.

Ordnance instructions during the Civil War provided for 10-step commands for both broadsides and pivot guns. For broadsides guns, the first command was “Silence! Man the starboard (or port) guns!” Generally the guns were kept loaded in a hostile environment, but they could be made ready for action in as little as three minutes of the first beat of the drum. Assuming that the guns were not loaded, the following was the general sequence of commands, all of which were given by the gun captain.

[image: image]

Young boys, known as “powder monkeys,” kept gun crews supplied with powder and shot. This “powder monkey” is pictured on the U.S. Navy depot ship New Hampshire, standing before a Parrott rifled gun and probably at Port Royal, South Carolina, c. 1864. (Library of Congress)

When the order was given to clear for action (“Cast loose and provide!”), the gun crew cast loose the portsill lanyard and cleared the gun and made it ready for action. On the “Run in!” command, the crew worked the train tackle and handspikes to run the gun in and then placed quoins (wedges) in front of the trucks (wheels) to prevent the gun from moving with the roll of the ship. “Serve the vent and sponge” was the command to ram a dampened wool sponge with a worm down the muzzle to the end of the bore to both extinguish any sparks and remove any debris. At the same time, the gun captain cleared the vent with a priming wire and sealed it with thumbstall. On the “Load!” command, the charge in the form of a powder bag was placed in the muzzle end of the bore and rammed home. (Pass boxes were colored with the type of charge: red for short, white for medium, and blue for long range.) Marks on the rammer shaft indicated that the cartridge, and later the shot or fused shell, was properly seated against the cartridge. The shot or shell then followed. On the “Run out!” command, the crew removed the truck quoins, opened the port shutters, and used the tackles and handspikes to return the gun to its proper position for firing. On the “Prime!” command, the gun captain again made certain the vent was clear and, by running the priming wire down the vent, punched a hole in the cartridge bag. He then inserted a primer and turned the hammer down on it. The next command was “Aim.” Under the direction of the gun captain, the crew used the handspikes and elevating screw (or a wooden quoin in the case of older guns) to train and elevate or depress the gun on its target. The men then assumed their stations well to the sides of the gun so as not to be caught when it recoiled against its breeching. The last command for firing was the two-part “Ready—fire.” The gun captain held the lock lanyard taut until, according to the rise and fall of the vessel, the gun was properly aligned on the waterline of the enemy vessel, and on “fire” he sharply pulled the lanyard, which fired the gun and caused the gun and its carriage to recoil sharply back on its rope breeching. The firing sequence would be repeated as many times as necessary until the command of “Secure,” when the crew either secured the gun or housed it (in the case of the lower deck).

Naval battles were usually not of long duration, but they could be bloody. Wooden and metal splinters caused by the explosion of a shell or the hit of a shot were the chief causes of personnel casualties. Only on rare occasions during the Civil War would a crew be called upon to board an enemy ship. The men had no assigned weapons but would be issued a variety of small arms, including carbines, muskets, rifles, revolvers, boarding pikes and axes, cutlasses, and bayonets.

Both sides in the war followed these standard procedures. Given two ships of equal size, success in battle depended on thorough training, with the side that could fire its guns the fastest and with the most accuracy the more likely to triumph. As with warfare generally, however, luck always played a role.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Naval Ordnance

Further Reading

Olmstead, Edwin, Wayne Stark, and Spencer Tucker. The Big Guns: Civil War Siege, Seacoast and Naval Cannon. Alexandria Bay, NY, and Bloomfield, Ontario: Museum Restoration Service, 1997.

Tucker, Spencer C. Arming the Fleet: U.S. Navy Ordnance in the Muzzle-Loading Era. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1989.

U.S. Navy Department, Bureau of Ordnance. Ordnance Instructions for the United States Navy. Washington, DC: G. W. Bowman, 1860.

_______________________

Naval Investigating Board, Confederate Congress

Largely ineffectual Confederate investigatory body. Although he was a highly effective administrator who did the most with the very limited resources available to him, Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen A. Mallory had his critics in both the Confederate Navy and the Confederate Congress. President Jefferson Davis himself sometimes made cutting remarks about Mallory behind his back, but the secretary’s real and most persistent critics came from the Confederate Congress and included opponents of Davis who saw in his friend Mallory a way to attack the president. The criticism sharply increased following Confederate military reverses, including the loss to the Union of such key ports as New Orleans, Memphis, and Norfolk as well as the scuttling of the ironclads Virginia, Louisiana, and Mississippi.

Mallory’s bitterest critics included Congressman Henry S. Foote from Tennessee and Congressman Charles Conrad of Louisiana. Conrad had lost extensive landholdings in the capture of New Orleans. Indeed, he proposed a bill to abolish the navy entirely and transfer its functions to the War Department. This bill failed to pass, as did one censuring Mallory personally.

On August 27, 1862, however, despite opposition from Albert Gallatin Brown, chairman of the congressional Committee on Naval Affairs and a strong supporter of Mallory throughout the war, the Confederate House of Representatives adopted a resolution calling for the creation of a 10-man committee—with 5 members from both the House and the Senate—to conduct an investigation into “the administration of the Navy Department under its present head.” Foote was among those drawn from the House.

The committee investigated three major questions: the role of the navy in the loss of New Orleans, whether the navy had done all it could to complete the Louisiana and the Mississippi, and whether the loss of these two ships could be laid to the department. Most of the hearings focused on the loss of the Mississippi. The proceedings revealed that Mallory had urged rapid completion of the ship and had instructed Commander John K. Mitchell to employ private labor toward that end. Indeed, the investigation revealed gross inefficiency and poor organization not in Richmond but rather in the local individuals charged with the defense of New Orleans. Mallory even came in for some praise for his efforts.

Mallory did not have to testify, but he was required to submit documents. Although the proceedings cleared Mallory of any wrongdoing, they deeply hurt him and cost him precious time that he needed to devote to the pressing concerns facing the navy.
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Naval Ordnance

Virtually all Civil War naval ordnance was muzzle-loading, and most of it was smoothbore. In the preceding decades, there had been a shift from batteries of many broadside-mounted guns to a few heavier guns in pivot mounts on the bow and stern. These guns could fire over a wide arc and were designed to project heavier shot and shell at longer ranges before an enemy ship could close. This process was accelerated by the introduction of early steam warships, the side-wheels of which precluded extensive broadside batteries. Civil War naval ordnance arrangements generally called for both broadside and pivot guns.

By the beginning of the Civil War, there were two basic kinds of guns aboard warships: those designed primarily to fire solid shot and those for the projection of shell. Solid shot had been the mainstay at sea for centuries, but wooden warships with their thick oak sides could absorb a tremendous number of hits; indeed, it was unusual for a warship to be sunk in combat by being holed. More often, warships succumbed to fire and/or the explosion of a powder magazine, were taken by boarding, or, more often, were forced to strike their colors because of excessive personnel losses or the loss of masts and rigging that allowed any enemy warship to be positioned to advantage.

Shell was, however, much more destructive in its effects than shot, which often left holes that were easily patched by ship carpenters. All major naval powers introduced shell guns. These were lighter than shot guns of the same caliber, for the shell guns were designed for lesser powder charges. Shell guns fired fused shell in a flat trajectory and at a velocity sufficient to merely lodge in the side of an opposing vessel, where the shell would explode. This would create a large irregular hole and could also bring about more personnel casualties from the resultant shower of wooden splinters. For the first time, large ships might actually be sunk by cannon fire.

Shot guns were the heaviest guns in weight of gun to that of shot. They were designed to project shot at the highest velocities and longest ranges. Because shell guns were lighter than shot guns, the weight of metal fired in a broadside by a warship might actually be increased at the same time that the weight of its ordnance was reduced. Shot guns were designated by the weight of their shot, whereas shell guns were identified by the diameter of their bore. A gun of the same caliber might therefore be a 64-pounder if it was a shot gun or an 8-inch if it was a shell gun. By comparison, an 8-inch shell gun of 1856 weighed 63 cwt (hundredweights of 112 pounds, or 7,056 pounds); its counterpart 64-pounder shot gun weighed 105 cwt (11,760 pounds). The new Dahlgren shell guns, named for their inventor Commander John A. Dahlgren and introduced in the 1850s, were distinguished from their predecessors by being designated in Roman numerals, such as the most popular Dahlgren broadside gun, the IX-inch. Many contemporaries extended this designation of Roman numerals to the older shell guns as well.

Shell guns were not only lighter, but many had chambered bores for the smaller powder charges. While designed to fire shell, they were also fully capable of firing shot. By the time of the Civil War, the U.S. Navy had adopted the shell gun exclusively. It is thus ironic that in naval engagements of the war, the most effective means of dealing with an ironclad vessel was often a shell gun firing solid shot with a much heavier charge than originally thought possible.

By the 1850s, in part because of experience with them during the Crimean War, there was renewed interest in rifling large guns for use at sea. Rifled guns offered the advantages of longer range, greater projectile penetration, and more accurate fire. There were, however, difficulties in developing larger rifled guns. For one thing, they had to be quite strong to sustain the higher pressures created by the smaller windage (the difference between the diameter of the projectile and that of the bore). The blowing up of a gun could be disastrous, particularly in the close confines of a warship. An example of this occurred during the 1862 Union siege of Island No. 10, when an old Army 42-pounder converted to a rifle on board the St. Louis burst, killing or wounding 15 officers and men. Rifled guns were also hard to aim accurately on the heaving deck of a vessel under way and could not fire in ricochet. The latter was important at sea because gunners were routinely instructed to fire low for fear that shot would go high and miss the target vessel entirely. Ricochet fire also greatly increased the range of shot; on hitting the water, the round ball from a smoothbore gun would continue on line to the target, whereas a rifle projectile might take off at any angle. Early rifle projectiles also tended to tumble in flight. Finally, rifled guns were very expensive. Rifled guns were not a part of U.S. Navy ordnance until the Civil War, when the Parrott gun, named for its designer and manufacturer, Robert P. Parrott of the West Point Foundry, was introduced. But rifled guns were in the minority in ships’ batteries during the war, and where they did appear it was in tandem with shot guns. By the end of the war, the Union Navy had only perhaps one-fifth of its ordnance inventory in rifled guns. John Dahlgren also designed rifled guns for the Union Navy, but in contrast to his smoothbores, they were not successful. In February 1862 most were withdrawn from service, and by 1864 Robert Parrott was the only founder producing rifled guns for the Union Navy. The Confederates particularly favored rifled guns. They converted a number of smoothbores to rifled pieces and also purchased rifled guns in Europe. However, Lieutenant John Mercer Brooke of the Confederate Navy also designed highly effective rifled guns.

In 1861 the North had four foundries capable of producing the heaviest naval guns. The sole prewar source for heavy guns in the South was the Tredegar Iron Works (J. R. Anderson and Co.) at Richmond, and during the conflict it produced the bulk of ordnance for the Confederacy. The Tredegar, however, was not able to cast heavy guns hollow in the so-called Rodman process, which produced guns of greater strength. Not until February 1863 did the Confederate government purchase a new facility, which became the Selma, Alabama, Naval Works. It cast ordnance, chiefly for use against Union ironclads.

A principal difference between Union and Confederate naval guns was that Confederate pieces were not turned smooth. This contributed nothing to the functioning of the gun and was a costly operation, so the exteriors of Confederate guns were often the same as when they left the molds. All Union Navy guns were turned smooth.

Despite problems, Confederate naval ordnance production was sufficient to meet the Confederacy’s more modest requirements, although the lack of manufacturing facilities and skilled labor led to difficulties in mounting guns and some shortages in shells and wrought-iron bolts.
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Navy, Confederate

The Confederacy faced major challenges at sea. With only scant resources, Confederate leaders hoped to break the Union naval blockade to ensure the export of cotton and other agricultural goods and to import critical military and industrial items. The Confederate Navy came into existence less than two months before the start of the war and had to be built virtually from scratch, with almost no industrial base to support it.

Confederate president Jefferson Davis generally gave Secretary of the Navy Stephen R. Mallory a free hand. Mallory was an exceptionally able choice. The former U.S. senator from Florida was well informed on naval affairs, having headed the Naval Affairs Committee before the war. The problems facing him were daunting. Mallory had only five ships, inherited from the seceded states. He secured through seizure or purchase four revenue cutters, three slavers, two privately owned coastal steamers, and the side-wheeler Fulton, laid up at the Pensacola Navy Yard. None of these, with the exception of the old Fulton, had been purpose-built as warships. As with the U.S. Navy, the Confederates also purchased merchant steamers for conversion into warships, but unlike the North, the South faced a paucity both in ships to purchase and in facilities for their conversion, let alone for new construction. Only Richmond, New Orleans, and Memphis had properly equipped facilities at the start of the war that could, given the opportunity, construct and repair ironclad vessels. Compounding Mallory’s problems, the shipbuilding facilities of New Orleans, Norfolk, and Memphis were all taken by the Union early in the conflict.

The South also faced a major problem in building the steam engines required for the new ironclad vessels. Skilled artisans were in short supply, compounded by the need of manpower for the army. Only the Tredegar Iron Works (J. R. Anderson and Co.) of Richmond could manufacture entire propulsion systems. In consequence, most of the steam engines that powered Confederate naval vessels were requisitioned from civilian vessels, and as a result the vast majority of Southern steam warships were inadequately powered. Often their engines broke down entirely, as was the case with the Arkansas, one of the best-known Confederate ironclads of the war.

Whereas the Union naval budget for 1861–1862 represented about 9 percent of the total Union budget, the South’s navy was allotted only about 4 percent of the Confederate budget. In consequence, Mallory planned for a force of only about 3,000 officers and men. The top strength of the Confederate Navy occurred in the spring of 1864, with 753 officers and 4,450 enlisted men. Confederate Marine Corps strength the same year totaled 749 officers and men. These figures represent about 10 percent of the size of the Union Navy.

Understandably, the army always had first claims on resources. Mallory was also hard-pressed for cash, as of course was the case with the Confederate government in general. Unable or unwilling to finance the war through taxation, the Confederate Congress resorted to borrowing, which brought chronic and even ruinous inflation. As a result, Mallory was never able to fund any program at the approved amount, and naval purchases abroad became increasingly problematic.

The Confederacy did not want for trained officers. Almost all had served in the U.S. Navy and then resigned their commissions, but securing trained sailors proved difficult. It was especially hard to find trained engineers. Among notable Confederate Navy officers were Franklin Buchanan, Raphael Semmes, Duncan Ingraham, John Maffitt, Josiah Tattnall, James Iredell Waddell, and ordnance designer John Mercer Brooke.

In the several months before the outbreak of fighting, Mallory dispatched individuals to purchase supplies in the North, in Canada, and in Europe. Mallory was a staunch advocate of commerce raiding, hoping that it would bring economic pressure on the North, divert Union warships from the blockade of Southern ports, and help bring an end to the war. With few shipbuilding facilities in the South, Mallory sent agents to Europe to secure ships and to contract for the construction of others. By far the most capable of these overseas agents was James D. Bulloch, who proved singularly adroit in getting around British neutrality laws.

Mallory’s other chief goal was to acquire sufficient numbers of ironclad ships to break the Union blockade and allow the Confederacy to take the offensive in attacking Northern ports. Indeed, the Confederacy led in this activity, albeit only briefly. A strong advocate of technological innovation, Mallory also established the Torpedo Bureau, which experimented with torpedoes (naval mines) and the means to deliver them against Union warships. The Confederacy laid a great many torpedoes in its harbors and rivers. These were of both the contact and electrically detonated varieties. The navy also developed spar torpedoes, mines on the end of a long pole fastened at the bow of a small vessel. These were carried by semisubmersibles known as Davids and even a submarine, the H. L. Hunley, the first to actually sink a ship (the U.S. Navy steam sloop Housatonic), on February 17, 1864, during the siege of Charleston.

Confederate ordnance consisted mostly of prewar U.S. Navy guns, a large number of which were captured at the Norfolk Navy Yard. With only a small number of ships, Confederate requirements in this area were far more modest than those of the Union. The South did produce an ordnance designer of genius in Lieutenant John Mercer Brooke. His rifled guns were probably the best of their type in the war.

At the start of the war, the Confederacy announced its intention to send out privateers. But decisions by the European states, led by Great Britain, denied the Confederacy the right to bring prizes into their ports, so any captures would necessarily have to be returned to the South. Getting them through the Union blockade would not be easy. Soon the Union Navy rounded up the few privateers that got to sea. Mallory wanted not private ships but government cruisers, and these carried the brunt of the war against Union commerce. Although he never gave up commerce raiding altogether, increasingly Mallory shifted to a more defensive strategy that involved smaller ironclads and increasing use of torpedoes and the means to deliver them.

The four best-known Confederate high seas commerce raiders were the Sumter (the first Confederate raider), Florida (Oreto), Alabama, and Shenandoah. During the period August 1862 to June 1864 the Alabama, captained by Raphael Semmes, cruised the Atlantic, Caribbean, Pacific, and Indian Oceans all the way to India. The Alabama sailed 75,000 miles, took 66 prizes, and sank the Union warship Hatteras off Galveston. Two dozen Union warships were diverted to search for the Alabama, and its exploits were a considerable boost to Confederate morale. In June 1864 off Cherbourg, France, the Alabama fought one of the war’s more dramatic naval battles but was sunk by the U.S. Navy screw steam sloop Kearsarge. The Shenandoah continued its depredations after the end of the war, devastating the Union whaling fleet. Captain James Waddell eventually sailed his ship to England, the only Confederate warship to circumnavigate the globe.

Although commerce raiders exacted a toll on Union merchant shipping, in the end the Confederacy benefited from it only in a negative and indirect way. The Union Navy was forced to divert some naval assets into hunting down the raiders, but Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles resisted pressures to dilute the blockade. Confederate commerce raiding therefore succeeded mainly in contributing to the decline of the U.S. merchant marine, as many ships were transferred to foreign flag registry. Most did not return after the war.

Above all Mallory embraced ironclads, but this was a contest that the South could not win. Securing iron plate was a constant problem, as was transporting it over the inadequate Confederate railroad system. Most Confederate ironclads built during the war followed the design of the casemated Virginia, the ex–U.S. steam frigate Merrimack that had been scuttled at the Norfolk Navy Yard by withdrawing Union forces, then raised and rebuilt by the Confederates as an ironclad ram. Mallory arranged for the building of 34 casemated ironclads, of which only 21 were actually commissioned. There were also some 20 cruisers, of which the most famous were the Alabama, Florida, Nashville, Shenandoah, and Sumter; a dozen spar torpedo boats; 43 government-owned blockade-runners; and a large number of river and coastal defense vessels. In addition, the Confederacy arranged for the purchase abroad of 5 seagoing ironclads (although only the Stonewall was ever commissioned).

Significant naval warfare occurred on the great inland rivers, especially the Mississippi but also notably the Cumberland, Tennessee, and Red Rivers. Throughout, the Confederacy found itself outnumbered and outgunned. After the Union capture of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863, however, the river war in the western theater was all but over. The North did make a major foray up the Red River the next year. This turned out to be a major Union fiasco but not because of any Confederate naval activity.

Although the Confederates did win some naval battles along the Gulf Coast, most notably at Galveston, Texas, on January 1, 1863, for the most part it was a pattern of steady defeat. Along the Atlantic Seaboard, Mallory’s hopes that the Virginia might be able to break the Union blockade and even threaten Northern ports proved illusory. Ultimately most Confederate naval activity was defensive in nature to contest Union amphibious operations but also to attempt to drive the blockaders off station. Blockade-running centered on such ports as Wilmington, Charleston, Savannah, and Galveston. As the North gained increasing control of key coastal points, however, such activity became increasingly problematic.

The record of the Confederate Navy during the Civil War was a mixed one, yet its contributions were significant. The Confederate Navy never succeeded in its chief aim of breaking the blockade, which indeed became more effective as the war progressed. Nonetheless, the Confederacy certainly made effective use of the meager resources it did possess. As with the Confederate Army, the Confederate Navy was simply overwhelmed by the Union numbers and manufacturing advantage.
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Navy, U.S.

Naval power played a central role in Union planning from the beginning of the war and contributed substantially to the Union’s defeat of the Confederacy. “At all the watery margins,” President Abraham Lincoln commented in referring to the men of the Union Navy, “they have been present. Not only on the deep sea, the broad bay, the rapid river, but also up the narrow muddy bayou, and wherever the ground was a little damp, they have made their tracks.”

Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles headed the Union naval effort. Welles, who was from Connecticut, had from 1846 to 1849 been chief of the Naval Bureau of Provisions and Clothing. An efficient administrator, he turned out to be one of Lincoln’s best cabinet choices. Welles had the final decision on ship construction, purchases, and conversions. He also determined the broad outlines of naval policy and oversaw the conduct of operations. President Lincoln was interested in naval matters, as he was in all activities of the federal government, but his chief preoccupation was with the army, and he rarely interfered in naval matters. Welles and Assistant Secretary of the Navy Gustavus Vasa Fox (a new position created early in the war) worked well together, with Welles making all major decisions regarding strategy. Fox’s day-to-day management of the department kept it functioning smoothly.

A major part of the story of the U.S. Navy during the Civil War was its growth in terms of ships, matériel, and personnel. The navy began the war in April 1861 with but 90 ships on the Navy Register, of which 21 were unseaworthy, 27 were laid up in naval yards for extensive repairs or not yet launched, and 28 were on foreign stations, far from the rivers, harbors, and coastlines of the United States. Only 14 ships were actually on home station: 7 screw steamers, 3 sailing frigates, 1 side-wheeler, 2 storeships, and 1 steam tender. During the war, the Navy Department ordered some 200 new warships (not all were completed during the war) but also purchased or leased another 418 vessels. By the end of 1861, the fleet had swelled to 264 ships, and by the end of the war, it numbered 671, the largest navy in the world next to Great Britain.

The Civil War occurred during a period of great change in naval technology. Steam power, ironclad warships, and more powerful ordnance were transforming naval warfare. To meet the crisis of secession, the U.S. Navy not only expanded rapidly but also built many technologically advanced or innovative warships. The most famous of these was the revolutionary Monitor. Although successful for its purpose, it had only limited use outside coastal waters but nonetheless became the model for subsequent Union ironclad construction. Other noteworthy designs were the Unadilla-class 90-day gunboats; the double-enders, side-wheel gunboats with rudders at each end so that the vessel could operate backward or forward in narrow rivers; the experimental ironclad New Ironsides, patterned on the French Gloire and a far more practical design for coastal operations than the monitors; and the monster ram Dunderberg, which was not completed until after the war’s end and was then sold to France.

In addition to a rapid expansion of the fleet, the numbers of personnel swelled quickly, from 7,600 in 1861 to 51,000 in 1865. The war in effect solved the long-standing promotion bottleneck that had plagued the antebellum navy but, in turn, created a postbellum hump. Among noteworthy officers, whose fame was reinforced or ensured as a result of the war, were David Glasgow Farragut, Andrew Hull Foote, Samuel F. Du Pont, David Dixon Porter, and John Dahlgren.

The navy’s tripartite strategic mission was shaped by geographical realities, military necessities, political and diplomatic limitations, and Confederate policies. Lincoln followed the broad outlines of Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott’s so-called Anaconda Plan to starve the South into submission by controlling the Confederacy’s three main maritime borders and then bisecting it with large Union armies. Welles concentrated the bulk of Union naval resources on the naval blockade of the South.

The distances and problems presented by the blockade were considerable. From Alexandria, Virginia, to the Rio Grande in Texas, the Southern coastline extended more than 3,500 miles. Indeed, for much of this distance, the outer banks presented a double coastline. There were 189 harbors, river mouths, or indentations that would have to be guarded. The Mississippi and its tributary rivers counted 3,615 miles, and sounds, bayous, rivers, and inlets along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts constituted another 2,000 miles. The Union blockaders were also handicapped by the fact that the largest Southern ports boasted substantial defensive works of stone or brick.

Apart from the blockade, the navy’s chief duties would be to support army operations ashore and to hunt down and destroy Confederate privateers (at the beginning of the war) and commerce raiders on the high seas. Union Navy riverine operations were a crucial part of the Anaconda Plan. River duties typically included operations against Confederate gunboats, the reduction of Confederate forts and batteries, the transportation of troops, and amphibious raids against Confederate lines of communication. Important naval support of army operations occurred on the James, York, Potomac, Ohio, Tennessee, Cumberland, Mississippi, and Red Rivers. Strategically, the most critical riverine operations took place on the Mississippi, and securing control of that great river was a central Union military objective, as this would cut off the Trans-Mississippi West from the remainder of the Confederacy.

Union naval operations in the West were initially under the army, which paid for the first warships there. Naval officers commanded the ships, however. Flag Officer Foote, who worked well with his army counterpart Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant, won the first big Union victory in the West, at Fort Henry on the Tennessee River in February 1862. Following the follow-on Union victory (essentially won by Grant) at Fort Donelson on the Cumberland, Foote operated on the upper Mississippi, attempting to push through to Memphis, including the taking of Island No. 10 in April.

At the same time, Flag Officer Farragut led Union naval forces in assaulting the Mississippi’s mouth. His squadron ran past the Confederate forts and took New Orleans in April 1862. Securing Vicksburg proved more difficult. It resisted Union efforts until July 1863, but ships under Rear Admiral Porter played a key role in Grant’s land victory there. Army-navy cooperation in the West for the most part had been excellent, especially between Grant and Foote and then between Grant and Porter, Foote’s successor. Fighting continued in the West and in the Gulf Coast, however. The 1864 campaign up the Red River, a fiasco hatched in Washington, was marked by poor army-navy coordination. Union operations against Galveston and other points along the Texas coast were also largely unsuccessful. In August 1864, Farragut won the last great contest on the Gulf Coast and the most sanguinary naval battle of the war, Mobile Bay.

The best-known Civil War naval battle was that in the East, in Hampton Roads, part of the 1862 Peninsula Campaign against Richmond. In the first clash between two ironclad ships in history, on March 9, 1862, the Monitor fought to a draw with CSS Virginia. Both sides claimed victory. The battle was not renewed, and both ships were soon lost, the Monitor to a severe storm and the Virginia scuttled to prevent capture. The battle had tremendous significance for subsequent warship construction, with each side building ironclad ships of their type.

Most Union naval assets were, however, devoted to blockade duties. Ultimately the blockaders were divided into four separate naval commands: the North Atlantic, South Atlantic, East Gulf, and West Gulf Blockading Squadrons. From mid-1861 until the end of the war in May 1865, Union blockading operations focused systematically on closing off centers of Confederate blockade-running and trade. Important blockade-related naval operations included Hatteras Inlet in August 1861, Port Royal in November 1861, the capture of New Orleans in April 1862, the Battle of Mobile Bay in August 1864, and amphibious operations against Charleston (1863–1865) and Fort Fisher (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865). Although blockade-runners continued to get through until the end of the war, the Union blockade was nonetheless an important factor in the Union victory. The blockade starved the South with its poor manufacturing base of such essential supplies as railroad iron and steam engines, leading to the breakdown of the Southern transportation and distribution systems. This adversely impacted Southern soldiers and civilians alike. For the Union sailors involved, blockade duties typically saw extended periods of tedium, broken only by the occasional chase or engagement.

Although Welles came under considerable criticism from Northern business interests for what was perceived to be his lack of attention to the problem, the navy did send out warships to sink or capture the Confederate commerce raiders. Necessarily, this effort was the lowest Union naval priority. Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen Mallory had hoped that Southern commerce raiding would draw off substantial numbers of Union warships from the blockade, but Welles refused to take the bait. Nonetheless, dozens of Union warships were committed to the effort. Unfortunately for them, the Atlantic and Pacific were vast areas in which the raiders could hide. Although Confederate commerce raiding did force large numbers of Union merchant ships to foreign ownership and drove up shipping rates, this did not have the effect that the Confederates had hoped. Eventually, Union warships hunted down such raiders as the Florida and Alabama. The most spectacular of these engagements occurred on June 19, 1864, when the Union screw steam sloop Kearsarge sank the Confederate raider Alabama off Cherbourg, France.

Union efforts on the high seas occasionally had unfortunate effects. In November 1861, overzealous U.S. Navy captain Charles Wilkes of the San Jacinto precipitated a major diplomatic crisis by overhauling the British mail steamer Trent and removing two Confederate envoys, James Mason and John Slidell. War with Britain loomed, but Lincoln was determined to avoid it, and the so-called Trent Affair was ultimately resolved peacefully with the release of the two commissioners.

Finally, mention should be made of the tremendous Union naval logistical effort, both to support its own blockading efforts and to supply the army in amphibious operations. Critical in this was the decision taken by Washington early in the war to secure bases from which the blockading squadrons could operate. The Union Navy demonstrated great ability in setting up and maintaining repair and supply facilities as well as putting together the vast logistics network supplying coal, food, and essential military supplies that went with this. This impressive effort goes largely unmentioned in most histories of the war.
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Neale Publishing Company

Major postbellum publisher of books relating to the Confederacy and the Civil War. The Neale Publishing Company was founded in Washington, D.C., in 1894 by Walter Neale. In 1911, Neale relocated his publishing house to New York City. Between 1900 and 1916, Neale published a wide array of books, most on Southern and Confederate history and Civil War engagements but also poetry and fiction, including works by Neale’s close friend Ambrose Bierce, who achieved considerable literary fame. Neale’s books generally sold quite well, no doubt a partial result of his shrewd marketing, including regular advertisements in the magazine Confederate Veteran, whose subscription base was tailor-made for Neale’s reading audience.

Between 1894 and 1933, when the Neale Publishing Company folded, the publisher produced 579 books. Seventy of those imprints were related to the Confederacy or Confederate history; 14 were on topics relevant to the Union. Neale also published 17 works of poetry—mostly Southern—and 29 novels and collections of fictional stories. The better-known imprints include George M. Neese’s Three Years in the Confederate Artillery (1911), Marcus Wright’s General Officers of the Confederate Army (1911), Basil Duke’s Morgan’s Cavalry (1906), and John Alexander’s Mosby’s Men (1907).

The number and quality of books published by Neale dropped off markedly after 1916, and in the late 1920s the publisher began using the monikers “Walter Neale, Publisher” and “Walter Neale, Publisher of General Literature.” The last book published was in 1933. Many of Neale’s books, particularly the ones published prior to 1916, are highly sought after by book collectors and Civil War buffs.
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Nebraska Territory

Territory of the United States created by the Kansas-Nebraska Act of May 30, 1854, which initially encompassed most of the Louisiana Territory north of the Nebraska-Kansas border (today, portions of Nebraska, North and South Dakota, Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, and Colorado). Between 1854 and 1867, three subsequent acts reallocated portions of the original territory to the Dakota, Colorado, and Idaho Territories, leaving the territory that finally became the state of Nebraska in 1867. Nebraska encompasses 77,355 square miles and is bordered by South Dakota to the north, Colorado and Kansas to the south, Wyoming to the west, and Iowa and Missouri to the east.

In the early 1800s, settlers began to establish fur trading posts, forts, and towns in the area. Fort Atkinson, founded on the Council Bluff in 1819, was the region’s first military post and featured the first school in the area. Other posts included Forts Kearny, McPherson, and Mitchell in present-day Nebraska; Fort Randall, in present-day South Dakota; and Forts Caspar, Halleck, Laramie, and Sanders, in present-day Wyoming. Settlers founded the territorial (and later state) capital at Omaha in 1854. In May 1854, Nebraska had a white settler population of 2,732. By 1860 the population had grown to 28,841, and by 1870 it had increased to 122,993. The Homestead Act of 1862 resulted in a large influx of new settlers into Nebraska.

As with neighboring Kansas, the Nebraska Territory was divided between those who supported slavery and those who opposed it. Support for Democrats and Republicans remained nearly equally divided until 1864, at which point the Republicans swept territorial offices. Once the war began, Nebraskans were tepid toward the conflict. Many were concerned that the withdrawal of Union troops would leave the territory open to Indian attacks, but during 1862 and 1863 the territory raised a number of militia units for home defense.

Nebraska did not experience any fighting during the Civil War. However, by April 1865, more than 3,100 Nebraskans, about one-third of the territory’s military-age men, had served in one Union infantry regiment, three cavalry regiments, and several battalions of militia. Some of the soldiers who served at Fort Kearny were so-called Galvanized Yankees, former Confederates who had changed their allegiance to the Union. Casualties included 35 Nebraskans killed in action and another 204 deaths from other causes. With virtually no industry to speak of, Nebraska’s main contribution to the war effort came in the form of men and agricultural products.
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Negley, James Scott

Birth Date: December 26, 1826

Death Date: August 7, 1901

Union officer. James Scott Negley was born on December 26, 1826, in East Liberty, Pennsylvania. He attended the Western University of Pennsylvania (now the University of Pittsburgh) before enlisting in the 1st Pennsylvania Infantry during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and serving for 18 months. Returning to civilian life, he manufactured farming equipment. Failing at this, he became a farmer and horticulturalist.

Negley also served in the state militia. On April 19, 1861, he was appointed brigadier general in the Pennsylvania Militia and charged with raising a brigade of volunteers. Negley’s brigade served in the Shenandoah Valley until his militia commission expired on July 20, 1861.

After service in Kentucky, Negley was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers to date from October 1, 1861, and was assigned command of a brigade in the Department of the Ohio. In June 1862 he led a Union raid on Chattanooga. On November 29, 1862, Negley was promoted to major general and given command of the 8th Division in the Army of the Ohio. At the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), he commanded a division in XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, and was conspicuous in holding the Union line. Negley’s division also took part in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and fought at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). During the second day of fighting in the latter battle, Negley’s troops became scattered, and he could not be found. Charged with negligence and cowardice, he was relieved of command. Although later acquitted of any wrongdoing, he was not reinstated to field command. For more than a year, he served on a variety of administrative boards until finally resigning from the volunteer army in January 1865.

Returning to western Pennsylvania, Negley was elected to Congress in 1868, serving from 1869 to 1875 and again from 1885 to 1887. From 1874 to 1878, he served on the board of directors for the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. Negley also pursued business interests in the railroad industry before his death on August 7, 1901, in Plainfield, New Jersey.
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Neill, Thomas Hewson

Birth Date: April 19, 1826

Death Date: March 12, 1885

Union officer. Thomas Hewson Neill was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on April 19, 1826. He attended the University of Pennsylvania for two years before enrolling at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, from which he graduated in 1847 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of infantry. He served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and on the frontier in Arkansas and northwestern Texas, mainly with the 5th Infantry Regiment, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1850 and to captain in 1857. He returned to West Point to serve as an assistant professor of drawing (1853–1857) and subsequently served in Utah and New Mexico, where he fought in the winter campaigns against the Navajos. Following the outbreak of the Civil War, Neill served as the assistant adjutant general in the Department of Annapolis and then the Department of Pennsylvania.

On February 17, 1862, Neill was appointed colonel, U.S. Volunteers, to command the 23rd Pennsylvania Regiment. The regiment fought under his command in the Battles of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862), and Antietam (September 17, 1862). He commanded a brigade in the Army of the Potomac in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers to date from November 29, 1862, Neill commanded the 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, VI Corps, at the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He was wounded at Chancellorsville, where he especially distinguished himself.

Neill assumed temporary command of the division following the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and directed it during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). He also commanded the division during the initial stages of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). As a staff officer for Major General Philip Sheridan, Neill also saw action during the successful Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). After December 1864, he held no other commands but was brevetted brigadier general in the regular army and major general of volunteers. He mustered out of the volunteer army in August 1865.

Neill returned to the regular army after the Civil War, reverting to the rank of major in the infantry in 1866. He was promoted to lieutenant colonel and transferred to the 6th Cavalry in 1870. Neill was commandant of cadets at West Point (1875–1879). In 1879 he was promoted to colonel of the 8th Cavalry and retired from the army in 1883. Neill died on March 12, 1885, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
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Nelson, Allison

Birth Date: March 11, 1822

Death Date: October 7, 1862

Confederate officer. Allison Nelson was born on March 11, 1822, in Fulton County, Georgia. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served as a captain in a volunteer outfit known as the Kennesaw Rangers. He left the military in 1848 but then became involved in a failed filibustering expedition to Cuba in 1850, led by self-proclaimed general and adventurer Narcisco López. Nelson also served a brief stint in the Georgia legislature during 1848–1849, and in 1855 he ran successfully as a Democrat to become mayor of Atlanta. The following year, Nelson left Georgia and settled in Meridian, Texas.

In Texas, Nelson saw military action against hostile Indians. In 1860 he was elected to the Texas legislature and served as a delegate to the state’s secession convention. When the Civil War began, Nelson assembled the 10th Texas Infantry Regiment and became its colonel. In June 1862 while serving under Major General Thomas Hindman’s command, Nelson’s force successfully harassed Union gunboats moving up the White River to Arkansas Post. On September 12, 1862, Nelson was promoted to brigadier general but fell ill with what was probably typhoid fever and died on October 7, 1862, at Austin, Arkansas.
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Nelson, Samuel

Birth Date: November 10, 1792

Death Date: December 13, 1873

U.S. Supreme Court justice (1845–1872). Samuel Nelson was born on November 10, 1792, in Hebron, New York. He graduated from Middlebury College in 1813, after which he studied law. In 1817 he was admitted to the New York bar and opened his own practice in Cortland, New York.

In 1821 Nelson was a delegate to the New York Constitutional Convention, during which he argued strongly for the abolition of property qualifications for voters in the new state constitution. In 1823 Nelson was appointed judge of the Sixth Circuit Court of New York. In 1831 he was named associate justice of the New York Supreme Court, and in 1837 he was elevated to chief justice.

On February 4, 1845, President John Tyler nominated Nelson as an associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. The U.S. Senate approved the nomination on February 14. Nelson became one of the hardest-working justices on the Court. He specialized in technical areas of the law, including admiralty and maritime law, international law, patent law, and conflict of laws. He was not comfortable with questions of constitutional law because he had little practical experience in that area. Nelson also presided over the federal courts in the Second Circuit.

Nelson’s reluctance to play politics through constitutional interpretation was most obvious in the 1857 Scott v. Sandford decision. The original question before the Court was whether Dred Scott, a slave who had been taken to the free state of Illinois and then returned to the slave state of Missouri, was a citizen with standing to sue for his freedom. Nelson was originally assigned to write the Court’s opinion. The question followed the reasoning that the Court had followed in the earlier case of Strader v. Graham, which said that the status of a slave taken to free territory and then returned to a slave state was determined by the laws of the latter state. When Chief Justice Roger B. Taney learned that antislavery justices were planning a dissent that questioned the status of slavery itself, he drafted a separate opinion for the majority that denied the constitutionality of the 1820 Missouri Compromise. Nelson’s opinion was the only one in the case free of political overtones.

As a conservative but loyal Northern Democrat, Nelson was uncomfortable with many of the steps taken by Abraham Lincoln’s administration to prosecute the Civil War. Nelson sided with the minority in the Prize Cases (1863), which held that neutral shipping could not be seized by blockaders because Congress had not declared war. Lincoln’s efforts against the South were by implication an unconstitutional expansion of presidential powers. Nelson did join the majority in Ex Parte Vallandigham (1863), which upheld the imprisonment of a civilian for a public speech considered disloyal by military authorities. More in character, Nelson joined in reversing a military commission’s decision to hang a civilian for acts considered treasonable in Ex Parte Milligan (1866). Generally, in his Civil War opinions Nelson favored limits on the power of the federal government and protection of states’ rights.

Following the war, President Ulysses S. Grant named Nelson in 1871 to the Joint High Commission to settle claims stemming from destruction caused by the Confederate commerce raider Alabama, which had been built in Great Britain. The claims were settled in favor of the United States, but the strain led directly to a rapid decline in Nelson’s health. He was forced to retire from the Court on November 28, 1872, and died in Cooperstown, New York, on December 13, 1873.
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Nelson, William

Birth Date: September 27, 1824

Death Date: September 29, 1862

Union officer. Born in Maysville, Kentucky, on September 27, 1824, William Nelson attended Norwich University in Vermont for two years before receiving a midshipman’s warrant on January 28, 1840. He was promoted to passed midshipman on July 11, 1846, and saw action in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Nelson was promoted to master on September 19, 1854, and to lieutenant on April 18, 1855.

Because he was from a politically prominent family allied with President Abraham Lincoln in the key border state of Kentucky, in April 1861 Nelson accepted a call from Lincoln to recruit Kentuckians for the Union Army. Detailed to the army, Nelson was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers on September 16, 1861.

Nelson saw action in the Battle of Ivy Mountain (November 8, 1861) in Kentucky. Assigned to Major General Don Carlos Buell’s Army of the Ohio, Nelson commanded Buell’s 4th Division in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and took part in subsequent Union operations against Corinth, Mississippi, and Chattanooga, Tennessee. On July 16, 1862, Nelson was promoted to lieutenant commander in the navy; a day later, July 17, he was promoted to major general of volunteers in the army. Nelson was one of three Union Navy officers to be detailed to the Union Army during the war—the others being Samuel P. Carter and Henry H. Lockwood—but was the only one of the three to achieve the rank of major general.

Nelson opposed Confederate general Braxton Bragg in the latter’s Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). In his only independent action, Nelson was outmaneuvered and defeated by Confederate major general E. Kirby Smith in the Battle of Richmond (August 30, 1862), when Nelson was also wounded. Withdrawing to Louisville, Nelson strongly criticized a fellow officer, Brigadier General Jefferson C. Davis, who had been sent to assist him and whom he removed from command. A month later on September 29, an angry Davis confronted Nelson in a hotel in Louisville and demanded an apology. When none was forthcoming, Davis crumpled a visiting card and threw it in Nelson’s face. Nelson then slapped Davis with the back of his hand and left the room. Davis borrowed a pistol from a friend, chased after Nelson, and called his name. When Nelson turned, Davis shot him dead. Although the defenseless Nelson had been murdered in cold blood at close range, Buell ruled it an affair of honor. Davis was never brought to trial and indeed was soon freed and returned to active service.
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Nevada

Western territory and eventual state derived from the Utah and Arizona Territories. Nevada existed as a territory from March 2, 1861, until October 31, 1864, at which time the Nevada Territory became a state and was admitted to the Union. In 1860, the territory was sparsely populated with a white population of just 6,587. The exact number of Indians living in the area is not known but may have been equal to or greater than the white population at that time. The Nevada Territory’s eastern border changed twice. The eastern border was originally set at the 116th meridian, but the discovery of significant gold deposits in the eastern region moved the border to the 115th meridian in 1862 and the 114th meridian in 1864. Present-day Nevada is bordered by California to the west, Oregon and Idaho to the north, Utah to the east, and Arizona to the southeast.

Just days after becoming president in March 1861, President Abraham Lincoln named James N. Nye, a close political associate and supporter, to the governorship of the Nevada Territory. Nye in turn appointed staunch Unionists to administrative and military posts so that the territory would remain loyal to the United States. There were some Confederate supporters in the region, but their activities were kept in check by the Nye government.

Federal authorities directed Governor Nye to raise one cavalry and one infantry regiment, which would be used for home defense. The governor organized one infantry company and three cavalry companies to patrol the Overland Mail Route, which traversed the state from east to west. The rest of the troops took up garrison duty throughout the state and were used mainly to defend against Indian raids. In all, 1,080 Nevadans served during the war, of which 33 died of all causes.

At the time, Nevada had virtually no industry and little in the way of agricultural production, but it did have large deposits of silver and gold, which proved invaluable to the Union war effort. The massive Comstock Lode was first tapped in 1859. Between 1861 and 1865, Nevada supplied an estimated $45 million in gold and silver bullion, which helped the federal government fund the war, stabilize its economy, and maintain its credit rating.

Beginning in 1863, the territory’s loyalty and bullion production accelerated a move to grant statehood to Nevada, which was enthusiastically embraced by Lincoln, who would be glad to count on the state’s congressional delegation to vote for the Thirteenth Amendment, which permanently abolished slavery in the United States. Even though it lacked the requisite population for statehood, Nevada entered the Union as a state in October 31, 1864. On December 5, 1864, Henry G. Blasdel, a Republican, was sworn in as the first governor of Nevada. By 1870, Nevada’s population of 42,941 had grown sevenfold from the 1860 census.
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New Bern, Battle of

Event Date: March 14, 1862

Engagement during Brigadier General Ambrose Burnside’s North Carolina Expedition (February–July 1862). Union forces captured New Bern, North Carolina, located in the eastern part of the state some 87 miles northeast of Wilmington on the Neuse River, on March 14, 1862. Following the Union capture of Roanoke Island (North Carolina) in February 1862, Confederates in New Bern braced for a Union attack. Brigadier General Lawrence O’Bryan Branch had charge. He had under his command 4,000 largely untested troops, who occupied a defensive line about 6 miles south of New Bern on the Neuse. The left of the Confederate line was anchored by Fort Thompson, mounting 13 guns and located on the Neuse River.

Confederate engineers believed that an attack on New Bern would come by water, so 10 of the fort’s guns were situated to face the river, and 3 covered the land approaches to the city. From Fort Thompson, a line of entrenchments stretched westward for about 1 mile to the Atlantic & North Carolina Railroad. Because of a shortage of manpower, rather than continue these fortifications across the railroad tracks toward Brice’s Creek, Branch positioned his troops on the right of his line, 150 yards behind an arm of Brice’s Creek. This placement led to a gap of 150 yards in the Confederate line along the railroad at Wood’s brickyard.

[image: image]

The Battle of New Bern, March 14, 1862, won by Union troops commanded by Brigadier General Ambrose Burnside. The Union would hold New Bern, North Carolina’s second largest city, until the end of the war. (Library of Congress)

On March 11, 1862, Union brigadier general Ambrose Burnside began his campaign to take New Bern. His 11,000-man force boarded ships at Roanoke Island and then rendezvoused with U.S. Navy warships off Hatteras. The expeditionary force entered the Neuse River early on the afternoon of March 12 and came to anchor near the mouth of Slocum Creek that night.

At dawn the next morning, Union gunboats bombarded the North Carolina shore in preparation for the landing. The shelling was unnecessary, as there were no Confederate troops in the area. The Union soldiers landed unimpeded.

After coming ashore near Slocum Creek, Burnside’s troops began their march to New Bern, 17 miles distant, but heavy rains that day made the journey slow and difficult. Union troops made camp near the Fort Thompson line on the night of March 13.

At 7:00 a.m. on March 14, 1862, Burnside’s men advanced in three columns toward the Confederate positions. Brigadier General Jesse Reno commanded the Union troops to the left of the railroad, while Brigadier General John Foster’s brigade advanced on the right between the railroad and the Neuse River. Brigadier General John Parke’s brigade was held in reserve along the railroad, positioned to support either Reno or Foster.

Foster’s command made first contact with the Confederates, immediately encountering devastating Confederate musket and artillery fire, including the three land-sited guns at Fort Thompson. A number of shells from the Union gunboats, firing in support of the attack, also landed within the Union lines, although Foster was able to get word to the gunboats and have them cease fire. He brought up his two reserve regiments to continue the attack on the Confederate position but was unable to break the Confederate line.

On the Union left, Reno discovered the 150-yard gap in the Confederate line and prepared to attack it. The only Confederate troops guarding this break in Branch’s line were local militiamen who had been in service only for two weeks and were armed only with shotguns and hunting rifles. Reno personally led the charge of his men across the railroad against the militia, who soon fled in panic. But as Reno attempted to bring up more men to exploit the breach in the Confederate line, Branch sent reinforcements to seal it. Following heated action, Reno was forced to pull back, and the Confederate line stabilized.

Shortly after 11:00 a.m., Parke ordered his men forward against the Confederate center. Breaching the line, Parke’s men turned right and struck the Confederate troops occupying the breastworks between the railroad and Fort Thompson. Seeing the enemy behind their breastworks, the Confederate soldiers gave way. Branch then ordered a general retirement. The Confederates fled across the Trent River Bridge, which was destroyed after the last of them had crossed it. Later that afternoon, Burnside’s men crossed the river and occupied New Bern.

The capture of New Bern cost the Union 440 casualties. Confederate losses were 578. Fearful that Burnside’s army would sweep across North Carolina and divide the upper Confederacy, Confederate officials dispatched additional troops to the area.
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New Bern, North Carolina, Confederate Raid on

Start Date: February 1, 1864

End Date: February 2, 1864

Failed Confederate attempt to recapture New Bern, North Carolina. Strategically sited on the Neuse River in North Carolina, New Bern had been captured by Union forces in March 1862. Not until January 1864 was Confederate Army of Northern Virginia commander General Robert E. Lee in position to propose a plan, which was duly approved by President Jefferson Davis, to retake New Bern, held by Union troops under Brigadier General Innis N. Palmer. For the operation, Lee detached 13,000 men under the command of Major General George E. Pickett. The men were on their way south on January 30, 1864.

The plan of attack, developed by Pickett’s subordinate Brigadier General Robert F. Hoke, called for a coordinated attack with the Confederates converging on New Bern from three different directions. Brigadier General Seth M. Barton would move south of the Trent River and advance on New Bern from the southwest with most of three infantry brigades, 600 cavalry, and 14 artillery pieces. At the same time, Colonel James Dearing would strike from the northeast with three infantry regiments, 300 cavalry, and 3 guns to attack Fort Anderson, directly across the Neuse from New Bern. The third column, under Hoke with Pickett accompanying it, would consist of Hoke’s own division. It would strike from the northwest via Batchelder’s Creek.

There was also a naval column. Confederate Navy commander John Taylor Wood would lead a daring night boat attack on the Union side-wheeler steam gunboat Underwriter in the Neuse, anchored near New Bern to prevent it from aiding Union forces ashore. Toward this end, the Confederates shipped a dozen small cutters by rail from Petersburg, Virginia, to Kinston, North Carolina, where they were started downriver.

The Confederate attack began well. Hoke was able to cross Batchelder’s Creek and repulse Union attacks against him, while Barton captured Union outposts below the town. Meanwhile, the Confederate water attack achieved success. The 14 Confederate boats carrying 300 men were not discovered until about 2:00 a.m. on February 2, when they were only 100 yards from the Underwriter. The attackers quickly boarded the ship and overpowered the Union crew. Acting Master Jacob Westervelt, the Underwriter’s captain, was among those killed in the fight. Because the Union gunboat did not have steam up, Wood was thus unable to move it and soon found himself under heavy fire from Union shore batteries. Wood decided to scuttle the ship.

At this point, however, the Confederate plans fell apart. Both Barton and Dearing found the Union defensive works too strong and failed to attack. With two of his three land prongs now stalled, Pickett withdrew Hoke’s division, marking the end of the battle. Sinking the Underwriter was the sole Confederate accomplishment of the battle. Casualties were light on both sides. Pickett estimated Union losses at about 100 men and Confederate casualties at half that figure. Pickett bears major responsibility for the failure of the attack, for the desired coordination did not materialize. Pickett then returned to Virginia. Hoke continued in command, and he then moved against Plymouth, North Carolina.
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Newburgh, Indiana, Confederate Raid on

Event Date: July 18, 1862

On July 18, 1862, Confederate captain Adam R. Johnson led 35 men—mostly partisans, a majority of whom had been recruited at Henderson, Kentucky—across the Green and Ohio Rivers on a raid against Newburgh, Indiana. The chief prize was an arsenal storing arms for 200 future recruits.

Johnson and his men secured these and placed the weapons in two wagons. Johnson then bluffed into surrender a U.S. Army medical service colonel named Bethel, who was commanding a makeshift Union hospital in the nearby Exchange Hotel, where 80 wounded Union soldiers were convalescing. Johnson informed Bethel that he was both outnumbered and surrounded and that if he refused to surrender, Johnson would shell the town with his cannon. He handed Bethel a spyglass, with which the colonel could see two distant guns. These were actually two Quaker guns, consisting of a stove pipe and a charred log mounted on two pairs of wheels from an abandoned wagon, that Johnson had rigged up.

The town now secured, Johnson paroled the captured Union personnel and then escaped back to Kentucky with the weapons and medical supplies. Subsequently, two Newburgh residents who had assisted the Confederates were killed by a mob, and six others were imprisoned. Johnson, now known as “Stovepipe,” received promotion to colonel for his daring raid. As a consequence of the attack, however, Indiana governor Oliver H. P. T. Morton was able to secure additional arms with which to defend the state.
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New England, Union Department of

Military administrative unit formed on October 1, 1861, and dissolved on February 20, 1862. The Union Department of New England was created with the already-existing Department of the East and encompassed the six New England states of Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont, and Maine. The department covered 66,672 square miles of territory.

Major General William F. Butler, who had long resided in Massachusetts, had charge of the Department of New England. He chose Boston as his headquarters. The department’s principal function was to recruit, train, and transport New England troops for Union service. Most were sent by train to Washington, D.C., where they were formally mustered into service. On February 20, 1862, the War Department dissolved the Department of New England and assumed direct responsibility for it until the Department of the East was resurrected in January 1863.
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New Hampshire

New England state. Encompassing 9,279 square miles, New Hampshire is bordered by Maine and the Atlantic Ocean to the east, Massachusetts to the south, Vermont to the west, and Canada to the north. The state’s 1860 population was 326,073. During the decades leading up to the Civil War, New Hampshire became one of the epicenters of the American textile industry, which sprang up along the state’s many fast-running streams and rivers used to power the mills. The clothing mills helped supply the Union Army with such important items as uniforms and tents. Although New Hampshire has a very small coastline, it was—and still is—home to one of the principal naval shipyards on the East Coast, at Portsmouth. In the interior of the state and in the mountain valleys, agriculture predominated.

Since at least the 1840s, antislavery and abolitionist sentiment had gained considerable momentum in New Hampshire. By the mid-1850s, the Republican Party dominated state politics. New Hampshire’s three wartime governors—Ichabod Goodwin (1859–1861), Nathaniel S. Berry (1861–1863), and Joseph A. Gilmore (1863–1865)—were all Republicans. During the 1860 presidential election, Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln captured 57 percent of the New Hampshire popular vote.


Governor Goodwin responded immediately to the federal call for troops in April 1861, and by May 25 the 1st New Hampshire Infantry Regiment had arrived in Washington, D.C., fully trained and supplied. Because the state legislature was not then in session, Goodwin worked with local bankers, secured a loan of $680,000 using his own collateral, and raised and equipped two regiments. They were reportedly among the best-equipped outfits in the Union Army. Goodwin’s successor, Nathaniel Berry, worked hard to maintain the state’s troop quotas and also supported the war effort, as did his successor, Governor Gilmore. After Gilmore won reelection in March 1864 with nearly a 6,000-vote majority, he strove to reduce the red tape that continued to hinder the state’s support for the war, fueling heated discussions within the state legislature. Gilmore was able to secure a loan of $1.5 million that provided payments to soldiers and paid for the transportation of soldiers on furloughs.

During the war, some 38,000 New Hampshire men served in the military, which represented about 50 percent of the state’s male military-age population. The state provided 18 infantry regiments, 1 cavalry regiment, 1 light artillery battery, 3 special guard units, and 3 companies of sharpshooters. An additional 3,100 men served in the U.S. Navy while some 3,500 others were members of the U.S. Marine Corps. Although the state saw no combat, its troops participated in all phases of the conflict, from the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) through the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865).
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New Hope Church, Battle of

Start Date: May 25, 1864

End Date: May 26, 1864

Engagement during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). The Battle of New Hope Church was the result of Union major general William T. Sherman’s efforts to outmaneuver Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston as Sherman moved south and east toward Atlanta. After suffering a reversal at Resaca, Georgia, on May 15, 1864, Johnston ordered a retreat, first to Calhoun, then to Adairsville, and then to Cassville.

On May 19, Johnston hoped to catch Sherman’s left wing off guard near Cassville as the Federals moved south. Lieutenant General John B. Hood, whom Johnston had ordered to launch the ambush, did not initiate hostilities, however, because Union forces had begun to mass behind him. Johnston now retreated farther, reaching Allatoona Pass, south of the Etowah River, on May 22. There he dug in.

Sherman now realized that it would be foolhardy to risk hitting Johnston head-on at Allatoona. Instead, Sherman planned to march on to Dallas, Georgia, threatening Johnston’s left rear flank. Johnston, however, was ready for Sherman’s movement and moved the bulk of his force to the southwest, encountering Sherman’s vanguard at New Hope Church on May 25. Sherman underestimated Johnston’s strength and sent Major General Joseph Hooker’s XX Corps to do battle with the Confederates. A heavy fight ensued, and Confederate major general A. P. Stewart’s division of Hood’s Corps mauled Hooker’s force while suffering only light casualties.

The bulk of the fighting occurred on May 25. The following day intermittent heavy skirmishing continued, and once again the Confederates held their ground. With the end of fighting later in the day on May 26, Union forces had suffered approximately 1,600 killed, wounded, or captured, compared to Confederate total losses of about 350. Despite his success at New Hope Church, which had delayed the Union push toward Atlanta, Johnston was unable to hold the defensive line and was forced to retreat farther to the south and east, within 30 miles of Atlanta.
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New Ironsides, USS

U.S. Navy ironclad warship. The New Ironsides was one of three experimental ironclads (the others being the Galena and Monitor) ordered by the navy in 1861 in response to the threat posed by the Confederate ironclad Virginia, undergoing rebuilding at the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard. The New Ironsides was not as experimental as the Monitor but was actually a more successful ship type than either the Monitor or the Galena.
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The New Ironsides in action off Charleston, South Carolina. The powerful New Ironsides was the most successful of the three experimental ironclads ordered in response to the September 16, 1861, report of the U.S. Navy Ironclad Board. Its services off Charleston were unmatched by any other Union warship. (Library of Congress)

Designed by Barnabas Bartol for the firm of Merrick & Sons, the New Ironsides was laid down in November 1861, launched in May 1862, and commissioned on August 21, 1862. Conventional in appearance, the ship was an armored broadside vessel closely patterned after the French ironclad Gloire. The New Ironsides was 230′ between perpendiculars, with 170′ armored in a 4.5″-thick iron belt. The ship had a beam of 56′ and a draft of 15′8″ and displaced 3,500 tons. The ship also boasted an iron ram.

Whereas the little Monitor mounted only 2 XI-inch Dahlgrens, the New Ironsides had a formidable battery of 14 XI-inch Dahlgren smoothbores and 2 8-inch (150-pounder) Parrott rifles mounted in broadsides in special iron carriages. Capable of 10 times the fire of the single-turreted monitors, the New Ironsides was in fact the most powerful warship of the U.S. Navy in the Civil War. The ship was slow—only 7 knots instead of the design-specified 10 knots—but this was a consequence of its bulky hull, necessary to ensure shallow draft, a prerequisite for coastal operations. The New Ironsides was far superior to the Monitor and its successors in seaworthiness, crew accommodations, armament, and even armor (the New Ironsides utilized superior solid plate).

Characteristics of USS New Ironsides







	Type
	Broadside ironclad



	Order date
	October 15, 1861



	Launch date
	May 10, 1862



	Commission date
	August 21, 1862



	Builder
	William Cramp & Sons



	Length
	230 feet



	Beam
	57 feet 6 inches



	Draft
	15 feet 8 inches



	Displacement
	4,190 tons



	Speed
	7 knots



	Armament
	14 XI-inch smoothbore Dahlgren guns



	2 150-pounder Parrott rifles



	2 5.1-inch (50-pounder) Dahlgren rifles



	Crew
	449




In 16 months of service with the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron off Charleston, South Carolina, the “Guardian of the Blockade,” as the New Ironsides came to be known, proved to be an effective deterrent to Confederate ironclad attacks against the wooden Union blockading fleet. Clearly, the ship’s service there was unmatched by any other Union warship. Always the primary target for return fire during Union bombardments of Confederate shore positions, the New Ironsides came off with only minor damage, while the monitors often suffered severely and even fatally. During the Union bombardment of April 7, 1862, the ship was hit 50 times but emerged largely undamaged. Slightly damaged in an attack by the Confederate David torpedo boat on October 5, 1863, the New Ironsides was repaired and returned to service. It also participated in the Union attacks on Fort Fisher in December 1864 and January 1865.

Following its wartime service, on December 16, 1866, the New Ironsides was in ordinary at Philadelphia when it succumbed to a fire from an untended improvised bucket coal stove, an inglorious end for a superb warship.
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New Jersey

Mid-Atlantic Union state. New Jersey, encompassing only 7,787 square miles, is bordered by New York to the north, Pennsylvania to the west, the Atlantic Ocean to the east and southeast, and Delaware to the southwest. The population of New Jersey in the 1860 census was 672,017 people. New Jersey, then as now, was an important state because it was highly populous and industrialized, had excellent rail and port facilities, and lay adjacent to New York City.

New Jersey citizens were rather ambivalent toward the war, and although no battles took place there, the state’s southern tip was actually below the Mason-Dixon Line. The state had many important and lucrative connections with Southern textile interests and even contained a few slaves. Indeed, New Jersey had many of the characteristics typical of a border state. It tended to be conservative politically, and many of its voters were either proslavery or pro-Southern. Abraham Lincoln failed to carry the state in the elections of 1860 and 1864. It was one of only two states carried by Stephen Douglas in 1860 and one of only three states carried by George McClellan in 1864.

During the war, New Jersey quietly sanctioned the institution of slavery and the Fugitive Slave Act. Although New Jersey’s opposition governors during the war reluctantly carried out orders from the Lincoln administration, the state legislature was firmly controlled by the Peace Democrats. Antiwar Copperheads were also an influential bloc in the state. The only part of the state where moderate Republican and antislavery sentiments held sway was in the extreme south, where there was a strong Quaker presence. Nevertheless, the southern area had little influence because it was sparsely populated.

Many in New Jersey openly criticized Lincoln and his policies, and most of the state’s newspapers repeatedly denounced his agenda. Reaction to the Emancipation Proclamation was especially vituperative. At the beginning of the war, New Jersey reacted slowly and reluctantly to Washington’s call for volunteers, which did nothing to ingratiate the state with the Lincoln administration. For his part, Lincoln did relatively little to further the state’s economic interests and did not lavish on New Jersey the efforts he made to keep Maryland and Kentucky in the Union. Of course, it was easier for New Jersey residents to remain ambivalent, for none of their territory was seriously threatened by Confederate forces, quite unlike Pennsylvania, which lay just to its west. The state probably best represented what could be termed the “loyal opposition.”

Despite New Jersey’s early reluctance to supply forces for the war, it ultimately replied with considerable enthusiasm. Between 1861 and 1865, New Jersey furnished some 80,000 men serving in 40 infantry regiments, 3 cavalry regiments, and 5 artillery batteries. At war’s end, approximately 6,200 soldiers from New Jersey had given their lives for the cause. Beyond that, the state militia helped suppress numerous draft riots, and in 1863–1864 it prepared the state for a possible Confederate incursion. Finally, New Jersey provided numerous military leaders, including Philip Kearny, Charles Harker, H. Judson Patrick, and Samuel F. Du Pont.
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New Jersey, 1st Brigade

See 1st New Jersey Brigade
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See 12th New Jersey Infantry Regiment

_______________________

New Market, Battle of

Event Date: May 15, 1864

Confederate victory that temporarily kept Union troops from securing the strategically important Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. The farming community of New Market was located on the macadamized Valley Pike some 50 miles south of Winchester.

The Shenandoah Valley between the Allegheny Mountains to the west and the Blue Ridge Mountains to the east was of immense importance because of its agricultural products and livestock. The valley was also an important north-south invasion route for both Union and Confederate armies. In the spring of 1864, Union forces mounted a multipronged offensive in Virginia, and one part of this was a thrust to secure the valley.

On May 2, Union troops under Major General Franz Sigel, commander of the Department of West Virginia, began an advance south from Winchester. Confederate general Robert E. Lee, his resources stretched to contain the Union drive against Richmond, assigned “general direction of affairs” beyond the Blue Ridge Mountains to Major General John C. Breckinridge, telling him, “I trust you will drive the enemy back.” Breckinridge mustered all available resources in southwestern Virginia. He ordered out militia and even sent out an appeal to the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) in Lexington. VMI superintendent Francis H. Smith responded by sending 279 members of the Corps of Cadets, some as young as 15 years old.

By the second week of May, Breckinridge had gathered 5,000 men: 2,500 in two brigades of infantry, Brigadier General John D. Imboden’s 1,500 cavalry, 750 militia, and the VMI cadets. Breckinridge also had 14 cannon.

Breckinridge was aided by the fact that Sigel was proceeding south very slowly, in part because of Imboden’s harassment. On May 11, Imboden surprised and captured 464 Union cavalrymen on outpost duty near Port Royal. On May 12, Breckinridge reached Staunton as Imboden skirmished with Union advance elements to the north.

On May 14, the Union column reached Mount Jackson, the terminus of the Massanutton Gap Railroad and seven miles north of New Market, possession of which would give Sigel control of the single road east across Massanutton Mountain. Sigel then sent his cavalry ahead to seize the bridge over the north fork of the Shenandoah River, two miles south of Mount Jackson. There they came under fire from a Confederate battery about a mile beyond the bridge. The two sides then exchanged long-range artillery fire, but Sigel delayed a crossing until his infantry could come up the next day.

Sigel resumed his march south at daylight on May 15, crossing the north fork of the Shenandoah River and then halting about a mile north of New Market astride the Valley Pike. Despite having to leave troops to protect his supply lines, Sigel had some 6,500 infantry and cavalry and 28 guns. He deployed his forces in line to wait for a Confederate attack. At the same time, Breckinridge had also deployed south of New Market to meet a Union attack. Both sides then opened up a long-range artillery fire across the town of New Market.

With Sigel not advancing, Breckinridge decided to take the offensive. He sent forward his two infantry brigades with a regiment of dismounted cavalry between them, the men moving northward through New Market to the cheers of the townspeople. At the same time, Imboden struck the Union positions from the flank. Sigel then disengaged and fell back about a half mile, deploying 18 guns in three batteries on the forward sloping crest of a ridge. One battery in particular wreaked havoc on the advancing Confederate center, and Breckinridge ordered it taken.

Breckinridge had hoped to keep the VMI cadets in reserve and avoid what Jefferson Davis had referred to as “grinding the seed corn of the nation.” But at this critical moment Breckinridge believed that he had no choice and gave the order “Put the boys in.” The cadets then moved forward to fill a gap in the Confederate line and immediately attacked, despite furious Union grape and canister shot. Many of the cadets were shoeless, the consequence of a muddy depression on the battlefield, later dubbed the “Field of Lost Shoes.”

In the general Confederate advance, the cadets took two guns of the Union battery. Sigel, meanwhile, skillfully displaced his forces again. Soon he decided in favor of a general retirement down the valley, north toward Winchester, burning the bridge over the North Fork of the Shenandoah River as he withdrew.

The Battle of New Market resulted in 831 Union casualties. The Confederacy lost 577, 57 of whom were cadets (5 killed, 4 mortally wounded, and 48 wounded, a 20 percent casualty rate). Sigel was relieved of his command on May 19, and Breckinridge and his troops went east to reinforce Lee. The cadets went with Breckinridge to Richmond, not returning to VMI until June 10. Two days later Major General David Hunter, Sigel’s replacement as commander of the Department of West Virginia, entered the valley. Hunter’s army took Lexington, and Hunter ordered the destruction of the VMI.
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New Market Heights, Battle of

Event Date: September 29, 1864

Engagement of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) fought on the outskirts of the city of Richmond in Henrico Country. The Battle of New Market Heights was part of Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s fifth offensive against the Confederate defenders at Petersburg and Richmond. Grant hoped that by mounting offensive operations on both his flanks, the Confederate defenders might be stretched sufficiently thin to allow a breakthrough. An offensive operation would also prevent General Robert E. Lee from sending reinforcements into the Shenandoah Valley to assist outnumbered Confederate forces there.

Union major general Benjamin F. Butler commanded the Army of the James. Grant approved Butler’s plan to attack the Confederate defenses north of the James River. Butler had been scouting the defenses and suspected that a major attack might find a weak spot. Butler with 20,000 men would cross the river at two spots, near Aiken’s Landing and at Deep Bottom.

Accordingly, on September 28 Major General Edward O. C. Ord’s XVIII Corps moved north across the James at Aiken’s Landing to attack the main Confederate line, moving toward Forts Harrison and Gilmer. Meanwhile, troops from Major General David B. Birney’s X Corps also moved across the river at Deep Bottom to face the Confederate defenses at New Market Heights. The Army of the James’s cavalry division deployed to protect the Union right flank.

Birney’s troops attacked early on the morning of September 29, charging New Market Heights, where the Confederates had repelled two earlier Union attacks that summer. Now, however, the defenders were badly outnumbered, and after only half an hour, Union forces captured the works. One of Birney’s divisions consisted of African American troops, who acquitted themselves well.

General Ord, meanwhile, directed the assault on Fort Harrison, one of the forts in the Exterior Line defending Richmond. Brigadier General George J. Stannard’s division led the attack, and although they suffered more than 500 casualties, the attackers outnumbered the 800 defenders and captured the fort.

When the Union attacks began, Confederate lieutenant general Richard S. Ewell, commanding the Richmond defenses, sent for reinforcements. Meanwhile, Birney’s men moved on from New Market Heights to test the Confederate line at Fort Gilmer, north of Fort Harrison. This time, however, the Union attacks were repelled, with the African American troops suffering heavy casualties. By the end of the day, Union forces had failed to break through the Confederate defenses. The Federals in Fort Harrison strengthened the rear wall of the fort and prepared to defend their new acquisition.

On the afternoon of September 30, General Lee sent two divisions under Major Generals Charles Field and Robert F. Hoke against Fort Harrison. Their attacks were not simultaneous, however, and were repelled. This ended the engagements, which cost the Federals 3,372 casualties and the Confederates only 1,737. Lee now ordered a new line of entrenchments constructed closer to Richmond.
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New Market Road, Battle of

See Deep Bottom, First Battle of

New Mexico, Confederate Army of

Confederate field force. Confederate brigadier general Henry Hopkins Sibley organized the Confederate Army of New Mexico in eastern Texas during the summer of 1861. He initially recruited three mounted rifle regiments—2,515 volunteers—who provided their own weapons, horses, and accoutrements. After rudimentary training in San Antonio and a long overland march through El Paso, the army was stationed at Fort Thorn, New Mexico. The army numbered about 3,700 men by the end of December.

In early February, Sibley marched the Army of New Mexico northward against Union colonel E. R. S. Canby’s garrison of 3,000 men at Fort Craig. Failing to lure the Federals out to fight on February 13, Sibley moved northward, followed by Canby. On February 21, Sibley defeated the Union army in the Battle of Val Verde and then captured Albuquerque on March 2. Sibley’s supply problems were acute, however. Compelled to live off the local inhabitants, he soon alienated them.

From Albuquerque, Sibley sent a vanguard of 400 men under Major Charles L. Pyron toward Santa Fe and ordered Lieutenant Colonel William R. Scurry to follow with the main Confederate army. On March 13, Pyron captured Santa Fe. Twelve days later Scurry and Pyron, their forces reunited, marched eastward on the Santa Fe Trail, scouting for Union colonel John Potts Slough’s army of 1,240 Colorado Volunteers.

The Confederates were victorious in the Battle of Glorieta Pass (March 26–28); however, a Union detachment managed to get behind the Confederates and destroy their supply train. When Canby marched northward to challenge Sibley’s control of Albuquerque, Sibley was forced to retreat eastward, and on April 15 he was defeated at Paralta. Abandoning New Mexico, Sibley left only a small Confederate garrison at Fort Thorn. That too was eliminated in early July by Union troops from California. The Army of New Mexico, reassigned to duty in Louisiana, ceased to exist after mid-April 1862.
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New Mexico, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit established on November 9, 1861, and dissolved on June 27, 1865. The Union Department of Mexico, created by General Order No. 97, had been part of the Western Department. Initially the Department of New Mexico encompassed the New Mexico Territory (most of present-day Arizona and New Mexico); on February 14, 1862, Fort Garland, Colorado, was added to its jurisdiction. Colonel (later Brigadier General) E. R. S. Canby commanded the department until August 1862 and directed the only major campaign against Confederate forces within the territory—the defeat of Brigadier General H. H. Sibley’s invasion of New Mexico. Brigadier General James H. Carleton commanded the department for the balance of the war. He completed the expulsion of Confederate forces from the region and also ordered punitive campaigns against the Navajos and the Mescalero Apaches.

The western edge of Arizona was attached to the Department of New Mexico on January 14, 1863, but in early 1865 after Arizona had been made a separate U.S. territory, all of Arizona was taken out of the department and attached to the Department of the Pacific. On June 27, 1865, the remainder of the department was added to the Department of the Pacific.
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New Mexico Territory

Territory established in 1850 encompassing the present-day states of New Mexico and Arizona and part of Nevada. The New Mexico Territory had an 1860 population of approximately 100,000. At the outbreak of hostilities, both the U.S. and Confederate governments claimed the territory. Sentiment in the territory tended to favor the Confederacy. On March 16, 1861, New Mexicans held a territorial convention at Mesilla and adopted an ordinance of secession. Arizonans held a convention on March 28 in which they ratified the Mesilla convention and elected officers for the Provisional Confederate Territory of Arizona. Dr. Lewis Owings was chosen as governor, and Granville H. Oury became a delegate to the Confederate Congress. Oury immediately petitioned for admission to the Confederacy. Early in the Civil War, the Confederate government recognized the strategic importance of the New Mexico Territory as an access route to the Pacific Ocean and the hoped-for eventual conquest of California. On February 14, 1862, President Jefferson Davis proclaimed Arizona as a separate territory. On February 24, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln signed legislation separating New Mexico and Arizona into two territories.

In the meantime, Confederate lieutenant colonel John Robert Baylor, commanding a small force of Texans, set out in the summer of 1861 to clear New Mexico of Union troops. He captured the U.S. garrison at Mesilla in July 1861 and then dismantled other Union forts. At about the same time, Confederate brigadier general Henry Hopkins Sibley was organizing the Army of New Mexico in eastern Texas. He formed three mounted rifle regiments and, after training them in San Antonio, moved them to Fort Thorn in New Mexico. With this force he defeated Union colonel E. R. S. Canby in the Battle of Val Verde (February 21, 1862) and captured Albuquerque on March 2 and Santa Fe on March 13. Some of his men inflicted another defeat on Union troops in the Battle of Glorieta Pass (March 26–28, 1862). Nevertheless, Canby, waging a war of attrition against the Confederates, succeeded in capturing or destroying Sibley’s supplies and by July compelled him to abandon the territory.

In Arizona, Confederate captain Sherod Hunter, head of the Arizona Rangers, expelled Union troops in the spring of 1862. But Union colonel James H. Carleton, at the head of troops from California, marched eastward to challenge Hunter’s Confederates. Although Carleton was defeated near Tucson in the Battle of Picacho Pass (April 15, 1862), the Confederates fell back on Tucson. In the early summer of 1862, Carleton captured Tucson and restored Arizona to Union control.
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New Orleans, Louisiana

Major port city located along the Gulf coast near the mouth of the Mississippi River. New Orleans, Louisiana, the largest and wealthiest city and the busiest port and economic hub of the Confederacy, was an irreplaceable strategic asset at the outset of the Civil War. Its warehouses held more than 2 million bales of cotton by the end of 1861, trapped in place by the growing Union blockade of Southern ports.

New Orleans was largely undefended from the beginning of the conflict, as the Confederacy did not have sufficient troops to leave a significant garrison there. The city was protected from attack by means of the Mississippi River from its mouth by Forts Jackson and St. Philip.

Confederate commanders assumed that any substantial Union threat to the city would be forestalled by the forts until troops could reach New Orleans and defend it from attack. However, when Flag Officer David G. Farragut prepared to move against the city with a flotilla from the Gulf of Mexico in April 1862, Confederate leaders were slow to react to the obvious threat. Securing control of the entire Mississippi River was a major Union war aim.

Following a weeklong largely unsuccessful bombardment of the forts by Union mortar boats, Farragut sent his ships upriver. They first penetrated a log-boom obstacle on the river and then passed by the forts, exchanging heavy fire as they went, and reached New Orleans on April 25. The city was bereft of troops, and the water was up, so Union guns from the river could easily bear on targets ashore. At the same time, Major General Benjamin Butler led 13,000 Union troops by land. Cut off, the forts surrendered to the U.S. Navy on April 25.

For a day the citizens of New Orleans remained defiant, brandishing pistols and melee weapons under the threat of naval gunfire. On April 29 when the mayor of New Orleans refused to surrender the city, Farragut simply put 200 marines and some officers ashore to place U.S. flags atop key buildings. Butler’s troops reached the city on May 1, 1862, beginning a Union occupation that lasted until the end of the war. Butler then became the commanding general of the Union Department of the Gulf.

Not surprisingly, the occupying Union troops proved unpopular. In particular, Butler was singled out for derision and scorn, commonly referred to by the locals as “Beast Butler.” Butler became notorious for his order that all women who did not show proper respect to Union troops would be treated as prostitutes plying their trade. Residents of the city chafed under Butler’s administration, but martial law had the unintended consequence of cleaning up New Orleans. Sanitation was greatly improved under Union occupation, lessening the effects of the yearly outbreak of malaria and yellow fever, and crime rates dropped sharply.

President Abraham Lincoln removed Butler from his command in December 1862. Thereafter, unrest in New Orleans subsided but did not entirely disappear. Still, at no time was there a significant threat of recapture by Confederate forces. Indeed, New Orleans actually served the Union effort as an administrative center and a staging area for a number of campaigns.
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New Orleans Campaign

Start Date: April 18, 1862

End Date: May 1, 1862

Major component in the Union effort to gain control of the Mississippi River. The capture of New Orleans was a key part of Union strategic war planning. While one Union flotilla worked its way from the north down the Mississippi River, another would assault the river’s mouth and seize the Crescent City. New Orleans was the Confederacy’s most important seaport and its largest and wealthiest city. Beyond denying the South this outlet for the shipment of cotton, securing the entire Mississippi would open the river to oceanic shipping for goods from the Northwest and split the resource-rich Trans-Mississippi West from the remainder of the Confederacy.

With Union naval victories over Confederate shore forts at Port Royal, South Carolina, and Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles and Assistant Secretary Gustavus V. Fox pushed for a Union thrust up the Mississippi, past Confederate Forts Jackson and St. Philip to New Orleans. Commander David D. Porter convinced Fox and Welles that mortar boats should be included. President Abraham Lincoln approved what would be essentially a navy operation. The only troops involved would be those required for garrisoning the city and its forts once the navy had forced their surrender.

In December 1861, Welles called Captain David G. Farragut to Washington and offered him command of the operation. Farragut accepted, and Porter received command of the mortar boat flotilla. Farragut took as his flagship the screw sloop Hartford (28 guns) and arrived at Ship Island in Mississippi Sound on February 20, 1862.

Farragut assembled 17 ships mounting 192 guns: 8 steam sloops and corvettes, including the Brooklyn (26 guns) and Hartford, and 9 gunboats. There were also 20 mortar schooners, each mounting a single 13-inch mortar. Major General Benjamin F. Butler commanded the 13,000 soldiers.

On April 16, Farragut moved his ships from the Gulf of Mexico into the Mississippi River estuary, just below and out of range of the river forts. Once the ships had passed the forts, Butler’s troops were to join the squadron by means of a bayou about five miles upriver. Welles hoped that Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote and his ships on the upper Mississippi would steam south and join Farragut at New Orleans. If not, Farragut was to proceed north as far as possible.

The Confederates were not well prepared. Leaders in Richmond believed that the chief threat to New Orleans was from the north, and they dispatched to that area the scant resources available. Major General Mansfield Lovell had charge of the New Orleans defenses. Initially commanding 6,000 men, he had expressed confidence that he could hold the city against a land attack. By early April, however, more than half of his men and much equipment had been siphoned off to Corinth, Mississippi, to confront Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s Union army at Pittsburg Landing. The Confederates also failed to push completion of the ironclads Louisiana and Mississippi, under construction at Jefferson City just north of the Crescent City.

A divided command structure included multiple army and navy commanders. Brigadier General Johnson K. Duncan, not Lovell, commanded the 1,100 men, largely untrained, manning Forts St. Philip and Jackson. The naval command was even more fractious. Captain John A. Stephenson, commanding the Confederate River Defense Fleet of six small converted river tugs fitted with iron-reinforced prows for ramming, refused to obey orders of senior Confederate naval officer on the lower Mississippi Commander John K. Mitchell.

Still, it would not be easy for Union forces to ascend the Mississippi. Union ships would first have to pass the two powerful Confederate forts. Fort Jackson was a stone and mortar star-shaped works mounting 74 guns and situated on the west bank of the river. Fort St. Philip, of brick and stone covered with sod, mounted 52 guns and was located about a half mile upstream on the opposite bank.
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The Confederates had only 14 warships, most of them small, mounting a total of only 40 guns and formed in three major divisions. The two most important Confederate ships were the ironclads Manassas and Louisiana, but only the ram Manassas with a single gun was operational for the Union assault. The Louisiana posed the only real naval threat to the Union ships. At 264 feet in length, it was protected by 4 inches of railroad rail iron. Mitchell had the ship towed downriver and moored to the shore north of Fort St. Philip as a floating fort. Soldiers drawn from the Crescent Artillery worked its 16 guns. The Confederates also constructed fire rafts and built a barrier of two long chains supported by seven anchored hulks running from Fort Jackson to the opposite shore.

Assisted by Porter’s steamers, by mid-March all the heavier Union warships had crossed over the bar. During the next month, all the other ships involved assembled at Ship Island along with Butler’s troops. On April 15, Farragut ordered the operation to commence.

On the evening of April 18, Porter’s 20 mortar boats began their bombardment. Moored along the riverbank some 3,000 yards from Fort Jackson where they were protected by a bend of the river, during six days and nights they fired 16,800 shells but without notable result and with most of the Confederate gun crews bravely keeping to their positions. Indeed, Confederate counterbattery fire sank one of the mortar schooners. The Confederates also sent fire rafts down the river at night, but Union boat crews grappled these and towed them off without damage.

On the night of April 20, Farragut sent the screw gunboats Itasca (4 guns) and Pinola (5 guns) against the river obstructions. Subjected to heavy but inaccurate Confederate fire, the Union seamen broke the chains and opened a passage. The other Union seamen, meanwhile, prepared their ships, landing potential fire hazards and unnecessary equipment. They also strung heavy iron cable chains—a kind of chain mail armor—on the outsides of the ships to provide additional protection for the most vulnerable areas housing the engines and steam boilers.

Farragut then met with his captains. His plan called for the ships to proceed single file through the obstructions. Porter’s mortars would provide covering fire to occupy the Confederate gun crews and, it was hoped, drive them from their guns. Most of the Union captains wanted to wait until the mortars had reduced the forts, but Farragut would brook no delay.
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Illustration showing the Union shore party landing at New Orleans on April 25, 1862, to demand surrender of the city. Confederate authorities had no other viable option, for the Mississippi was up and the Union ships could easily shell and destroy the city. (Library of Congress)

The Union squadron got under way shortly after midnight on April 24. The ships moved upriver in two divisions to approach the opening in the obstructions. Captain Theodorus Bailey commanded the first division, Farragut was in the center, and Captain Henry H. Bell had charge of the second division.

The screw gunboat Cayuga (4 guns) was the first ship through the water barrier at about 3:30 a.m. Mitchell had failed to send any fire rafts to light the river at night, nor had he stationed any vessel below the forts to warn of the Union approach. The Cayuga was thus well under Fort Jackson before it was discovered.

As soon as they spotted the Cayuga, gunners at both Confederate forts opened up almost simultaneously. The Union ships in position to do so immediately replied. Soon the river surface was filled with clouds of thick smoke from the discharges of the guns, obscuring vision from both the ships and the shore. Porter, meanwhile, had brought forward the five steamers assigned to his mortar schooners, and these opened up an enfilading fire at some 200 yards from Fort Jackson, pouring into it grape, canister, and shrapnel while the mortars added their shells. This fire drove many of the Confederate gun crews from their guns and reduced the effectiveness of those who remained. The Union ships meanwhile continued upriver, engaging targets as they presented themselves. The shore batteries had difficulty finding the range, and damage and casualties aboard these vessels were slight.

At about 4:00 a.m. the Confederate warships above the forts joined the battle. The most powerful of these, the McRae (8 guns), engaged the Cayuga and then other ships. While most remaining lightly armed Confederate warships fled upriver on the approach of the Union ships, this was not the case with the ram Manassas. Although his ship was armed with only a single 32-pounder, Lieutenant Alexander Warley was determined to attack. Warley understood that the only chance for a Confederate victory lay in a combined assault by the gunboats and fire rafts to immobilize the Union vessels long enough for the heavy guns in the forts to destroy them.

Warley attempted to ram the screw sloop Pensacola (23 guns), but skillful maneuvering by the Union pilot avoided a collision, and the Pensacola let loose with a broadside from its IX-inch Dahlgren guns as the Manassas passed, damaging it. The Confederate ram nonetheless continued on. Warley then headed for the side-wheel frigate Mississippi (12 guns). Lieutenant George Dewey tried to turn his ship so as to ram the onrushing Manassas, but the latter was more agile and was able to strike the Mississippi a glancing blow, opening a large hole but failing to fatally damage the Union ship. Warley also tried to ram the Hartford, without success.

As the Union ships cleared the forts, they came under fire from the Confederate ironclad Louisiana along the riverbank. Its gun ports were small and did not allow a wide arc of fire, so the gun crews scored few hits. The leading Cayuga overtook some of the fleeing Confederate vessels and fired into them, forcing three to strike and run ashore.

Meanwhile, an unarmed Confederate tug pushed a blazing fire raft toward the Hartford. In trying to avoid the fire raft, the pilot grounded the flagship. The fire raft tug, pressed against the Union flagship’s side, ignited paint, which then caught the rigging on fire. Farragut had climbed into the mizzen rigging of the Hartford so as to secure a better view over the smoke, and he thought that his ship was doomed. He now descended to the deck and exhorted the crew to fight the fire. Gunfire from the flagship, meanwhile, sank the tug. Farragut’s clerk, Bradley Osbon, brought up three shells, unscrewed their fuses, and dropped them over the gunwale of the Hartford into the fire raft. The resulting explosions tore holes in the raft and sank it, extinguishing the flames. The Hartford’s crew was then able to extinguish the fires. The ship then backed free of the mud bank and resumed course upriver. In the confusion and smoke, accidents occurred as several Union ships collided and Union ships fired on each other. Warley, meanwhile, rammed the Brooklyn but failed to sink it.

As dawn broke, the Union ships assembled at Quarantine Station. Three of Farragut’s 17 ships failed to make it past the forts, but only 1 was lost: the screw steamer Varuna (11 guns), rammed and sunk by the Confederate gunboats Governor Moore (2 guns) and Stonewall Jackson (2 guns), although the latter ship was badly damaged and lost. At this point the Manassas suddenly appeared, heading for the squadron. But when Warley realized the extent of his opposition, he knew that the battle was over. His ship had sustained such damage that an attack would have been suicidal. Warley headed his ship ashore and ordered his crew to scatter.

The battle for the lower Mississippi was over. There was now no effective barrier between Farragut’s squadron and New Orleans. Union casualties had been surprisingly light: the total from April 18 through April 26 was 39 killed and 171 wounded.

After a brief pause to bury his dead and carry out minor repairs to his ships, at 11:00 a.m. Farragut sent word to Butler to land his troops, leaving behind two gunboats at Quarantine Station to provide support. He then ordered the squadron to proceed to New Orleans. Following a brief engagement with a 40-gun Confederate shore battery at Chalmatte some four miles below New Orleans, the ships arrived at the Crescent City just after noon on April 25 and anchored near the customs house.

With the river up and near the top of the levee, the guns of the ships in the squadron could easily be brought to bear on the city, then in chaos. Farragut sent ashore Captain Bailey and an aide to meet with the city’s leaders and demand that they surrender New Orleans and that the U.S. flag be raised over the customs house, mint, and post office. The city fathers and General Lovell refused. Lovell then announced that he and his remaining troops would evacuate the city. Evidently, he and the city fathers hoped that this move would prevent Farragut from bombarding New Orleans. That same day, the Confederates burned the unfinished ironclad Mississippi.

On the morning of April 26, Bailey returned ashore, but the city leaders again refused his demand for surrender. With the city poorly provisioned and indefensible, however, they said that they would not resist a Union takeover. At noon on April 29, 200 U.S. marines and several naval officers went ashore and assumed official possession, raising the U.S. flag over the customs house. General Butler and 5,000 troops occupied the city on May 1.

The stretch of river to the south had already fallen to Union forces. On April 25, Porter demanded that Duncan surrender the forts and naval vessels in the vicinity, including the Louisiana. Duncan refused, whereupon Porter commenced a mortar bombardment. Although neither fort had been seriously damaged in the lengthy earlier bombardment, the defenders had enough, and early on April 28 many deserted. Later that day Duncan surrendered the forts, but as this was occurring Mitchell set fire to the Louisiana and cut it free from its moorings to drift downriver, but the ironclad blew up before it reached the Union ships.

Careful planning, effective leadership, and bold execution had given Farragut a great victory and made him a hero in the North. Certainly the loss of its most important seaport was a heavy blow to the Confederacy. Vicksburg and Port Hudson were now the only remaining Mississippi River Confederate strongholds. With the fall of New Orleans, their capture was only a matter of time.
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Newport News, Virginia

Southeastern Virginia city situated at the end of the peninsula formed by the York and James Rivers, near where they empty into the Chesapeake Bay. Newport News sits at the nexus of Hampton Roads; on the opposite (southern) side of Hampton Roads is where the Elizabeth and Nansemond Rivers flow into the Chesapeake Bay. Located upstream on the Elizabeth River was the Gosport Navy Yard as well as Norfolk and Portsmouth. Northeast of Newport News was Fort Monroe.

About 75 miles southeast of Richmond, Newport News was during the Civil War a key strategic location for both Union and Confederate forces. In the 19th century, most of the land comprising the present-day city was known as Warwick County, with only a small hamlet on the Chesapeake Bay known as Newport News Point.

With its close proximity to the Confederate capital, Newport News saw extensive troop movements and several engagements during the war’s early stages. On May 21, 1861, Brigadier General Benjamin Butler occupied Fort Monroe and established there the headquarters of the Department of Virginia to forestall any Confederate attempt to take the peninsula or Newport News. A week later, Union forces began constructing an encampment at Newport News, known as Camp Butler. The Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861), considered by historians to be the Civil War’s first real engagement, was fought just 10 miles to the northeast in Elizabeth City County (now the city of Hampton). Thereafter, the rebels attempted to take Newport News several times but failed. Further Confederate attempts to seize Newport News were virtually abandoned, however, because Union ships would have pounded their positions, making an occupation untenable.

The famous Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862)—that on March 9 between the ironclads USS Monitor and CSS Virginia—occurred off the coast of Newport News Point. The area also saw significant activity during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), which was Major General George B. McClellan’s ultimately unsuccessful attempt to capture Richmond from the east. The spot also saw much activity during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), during which it served primarily as a supply and staging area. Throughout the war, the Union maintained control of Newport News and its environs.
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New River Valley Campaign

Start Date: May 10, 1862

End Date: May 23, 1862

Multifaceted Union offensive in southwestern Virginia. In the winter of 1861–1862, Union brigadier general William S. Rosecrans proposed a plan, subsequently endorsed by President Abraham Lincoln, to conquer southwestern Virginia, with its important saltworks and lead mines, and then secure pro-Union eastern Tennessee. Major General John C. Frémont assumed command of the Mountain Department in March 1862 and was charged with implementing this strategy. Four Union forces were to move in parallel from western Virginia southwest through the Alleghenies. Brigadier General James A. Garfield would move against Saltville; Brigadier General Jacob D. Cox, commanding the Kanawha District, would destroy the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad (Lynchburg & Tennessee Railroad) bridge spanning the New River at Grand Depot (now the city of Radford); and Colonel George Crook to Cox’s left would attack the rail line farther to the northeast at Salem. Meanwhile, Frémont and Major General Nathaniel P. Banks would move against the Shenandoah Valley rail head of Staunton from the northwest and northeast, respectively, defeating forces in the great valley under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. Once southwestern Virginia was secured, Union forces could move into eastern Tennessee.

Cutting the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad, which ran from Lynchburg, Virginia, to Bristol, Tennessee, was a major part of the Union plan. To accomplish this, Cox was to move through the New River Valley to Raleigh Court House and Princeton, then proceed on through Giles Court House to destroy the bridge at Central Depot.

Few Confederate troops held southwestern Virginia, because resources had been diverted from there in early 1862 to defend Fort Donelson in Tennessee. Colonel Gabriel C. Wharton’s 800-man 51st Virginia Regiment was at Wytheville, while Brigadier General Henry Heth’s 1,500-man brigade was stationed at Dublin on the New River, west of Central Depot. Some 85 miles to the southwest at Abingdon, Brigadier General Humphrey Marshall commanded a 2,000-man brigade.

In late April 1862, Cox moved from Fayetteville. Following a clash with Confederate forces north of Princeton on May 1, the Union troops occupied the town the next day, although much of Princeton was destroyed by the withdrawing Confederates, who set fire to buildings to prevent the Union troops from securing supplies stored there.

As part of his movement to Grand Depot, Cox advanced Colonel Rutherford B. Hayes’s 600-man 23rd Ohio Regiment 23 miles just beyond Giles Court House to Pearisburg on May 6. The Central Depot railroad bridge was only 20 miles distant. On May 10, Heth attacked Hayes there. The Confederates outnumbered the Union troops more than 2 to 1, and Heth had artillery, which Hayes lacked. Hayes’s men were routed. Union casualties were 20 killed and 50 wounded, including Hayes; Confederate losses were only 2 killed and 4 wounded.

With Marshall having turned back the southernmost Union thrust under Garfield aimed at Saltville, he moved northeast through Jeffersonville against Cox, threatening the Union general’s lines of communication. Realizing that he was in danger of being cut off, Cox withdrew to Princeton. Marshall hoped that he, Heth, and Wharton could all converge on Princeton and bag Cox. Heth turned back, however, on a false report of a Union victory at Princeton. Following some artillery fire and skirmishing in Mercer County during June 16–17, Cox broke contact on the night of June 17–18 and withdrew northwest, first to Camp Flat Top and then to Raleigh Court House. The Union troops suffered at least 14 dead and 46 wounded.

Crook, commanding Cox’s 3rd brigade, had marched via the James and Kanawha Turnpike and occupied Lewisburg, where on May 23 he defeated Heth’s brigade. Heth then withdrew to defend the railroad bridge. Learning that Jackson had routed Banks in the First Battle of Winchester (May 25, 1862), however, Crook evacuated Lewisburg and pulled back to Meadow Bluff. Both sides had difficulty supplying their forces in this mountainous region, and they largely resorted to raiding. Not until 1864 would Crook reach the Central Depot bridge.
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Newsom, Ella King

Birth Date: June 1838

Death Date: January 20, 1919

Confederate nurse. Ella King Newsome was born in June 1838 in Brandon, Mississippi. In 1854 she married William Frank Newsom, a wealthy doctor and landowner, and the couple moved to Winchester, Tennessee. He died a short time later. When the Civil War began, Newsom pursued nursing training and instruction from Dr. James Keller, a Memphis City Hospital physician, and the Roman Catholic Sisters of Mercy. Her nursing career began in December 1861 at Bowling Green, Kentucky. She was soon promoted to superintendent of the Bowling Green hospitals. The Confederate evacuation of Bowling Green and the surrender of Fort Henry (February 6) and Fort Donelson (February 16, 1862) forced her to reestablish a hospital in the Howard High School buildings in Nashville.

After the fall of Nashville, Newsom moved patients to Winchester, Tennessee, and organized another hospital, which acquired the nickname “The Soldiers’ Paradise” because of its excellent care. Following the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Newsom was summoned to the Corinth House and Tishomingo House Hospitals in Corinth, Mississippi.

Other hospitals with which Newsom was associated were the Crutchfield House at Chattanooga, Tennessee; hospitals at Okolona, Columbus, and Meridian, Mississippi; the Emory and Henry College hospital in Abingdon, Virginia; and hospitals in Marietta and Atlanta, Georgia. Among hospital administrators, soldiers, and friends, Newsom was known as “the Florence Nightingale of the southern army.”

After the war, Newsom married a former Confederate officer, but upon his death in 1885 her financial status declined. In 1908 Dr. Samuel E. Lewis and the Association of Medical Officers of the Army and Navy of the Confederacy established the Newsom Home Fund to help Newsome financially. She eventually moved to Washington, D.C., and worked in the Patent, Pension, and General Land Offices until her retirement in 1916. She died in Washington on January 20, 1919.
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Newspaper, Soldiers’

Soldier-generated newspapers. During the Civil War in both Union and Confederate armies, newspapers written and even printed by soldiers were commonplace, especially when armies were fighting far from populous areas. Because most were produced at the regimental or even company level, the publications were a good way to boost morale and foster esprit de corps. Most were printed several times per month or once per week and carried national and larger military news, humor columns, propagandistic pieces that stressed patriotism, and news items that were relevant at a lower military level.

A number of soldiers’ newspapers ran poetry and short stories written by soldiers. Other soldiers’ newspapers, especially those published at higher echelons from brigades to corps to armies, frequently ran regular columns penned by officers. These columns featured advice on how to maintain good health, care for wounds, or treat various illnesses. Sometimes the provost marshal would contribute a column on uniform and equipment regulations or on military etiquette and protocol. It is impossible to know how many such newspapers were printed during the war, as they were usually ad hoc affairs, but it is estimated that as many as 50–75 of them were regularly printed in both the Union and the Confederacy.

Soldiers’ newspapers were sometimes printed using small portable presses, the most famous of which was the Army Press, made by the Cincinnati Type Foundry Company. Others were printed using confiscated Confederate printing machinery after Union armies invaded and occupied Confederate towns and cities. Still others were handwritten and passed from one soldier to another; these were most prevalent in prisoner-of-war camps and hospitals. In general, soldiers’ newspapers were more prevalent in the North than in the South, probably because the Union had more resources than did the Confederacy.
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Newton, John

Birth Date: August 25, 1822

Death Date: May 1, 1895

Union officer. John Newton was born in Norfolk, Virginia, on August 25, 1822 (some sources list August 24, 1823). He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842. An excellent student, Newton was commissioned in the Corps of Engineers and worked on a variety of military construction projects. He also taught at West Point and was chief engineer for the Utah Expedition in 1858. Newton was promoted to first lieutenant in 1852 and to captain in 1856 and held that rank until 1861.

When the Civil War began, Newton was serving as chief engineer for the Department of Pennsylvania; he then served in the same role in the Department of the Shenandoah. On August 6, 1861, he was promoted to major. On September 21, he was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers and spent the winter of 1861–1862 commanding a brigade in the defenses of Washington, D.C.

In May 1862, Newton took charge of a brigade in VI Corps. He led his men effectively during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) as well as at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). After the latter engagement, Newton was one of seven generals who strongly criticized Major General Ambrose E. Burnside’s decisions. Burnside was subsequently relieved of his command.

On March 30, 1863, Newton was promoted to major general of volunteers and given command of a division, which saw action at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Newton took command of I Corps after Major John Reynolds’s death and led the corps until the spring of 1864, when his promotion to major general was withdrawn because of his involvement with the Burnside imbroglio in late 1862. Transferred to the western theater, during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) Newton commanded a division in IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, and earned high praise and the brevet to brigadier general in the regular army for his efforts in the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20). In October 1864 Newton was given command of the District of Key West and Tortugas, a post he held until May 1865. Brevetted through major general in the regular army and the volunteers, Newton was promoted to lieutenant colonel in the regular establishment in December 1865 and mustered out of the volunteers the following month.

After a brief furlough, Newton returned to the army’s Corps of Engineers and held various posts, earning promotion to colonel in 1879. In March 1884 he became the army’s chief engineer and was promoted to the permanent rank of brigadier general. Newton retired in 1886 and died on May 1, 1895, in New York City.
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Newtonia, First Battle of

Event Date: September 30, 1862

Minor engagement in southwestern Missouri. By the late summer of 1862, Union forces held most of Missouri. Brief skirmishes between Confederate guerrillas and Union soldiers were constant, but the principal Confederate armies in the region had reorganized in northern Arkansas.

In late September 1862, however, Confederate troops under Colonel Trevesant Hawpe established an outpost outside Newtonia with a garrison of about 200 men. On September 29, Union brigadier general Frederick Saloman ordered Colonel Edward Lynde to challenge the Confederate foothold at Newtonia. Lynde left that same day with some 150 men of the 9th Kansas Volunteer Cavalry and two howitzers. Upon hearing cannon fire later that day, Saloman ordered Lieutenant Colonel Arthur Jacobi and two companies of the 9th Wisconsin Volunteers and three guns to his assistance. That evening Saloman sent additional reenforcements in the form of two more companies of the 9th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry.

At approximately 7:00 a.m. on September 30, the 6th Kansas Cavalry and the 3rd Indian Home Guard (Mounted) were also dispatched to Newtonia. Shortly thereafter, Saloman himself set out for the area of the fighting, leading the infantry and more artillery. All told, Union strength at Newtonia came to about 4,500 men. The Confederates, however, committed considerably larger numbers, somewhere between 6,000 and 7,000 men.

With Saloman and the reinforcements still en route, Lynde ordered his men toward the Confederate lines, where an artillery exchange soon ensued. Lynde’s men managed to push Hawpe’s forces into the town of Newtonia, where the Confederates fought a gallant two-hour defense before being reinforced by Colonel Douglas H. Cooper’s contingent of Confederate Indians.

Now reinforced, the Confederates counterattacked and forced the Federals into a three-mile retreat. By now, Saloman and his men had reached the front. He ordered the 9th Wisconsin to take Newtonia from the rear, but the men were soon challenged by the Confederates, who had just received more significant reinforcements. Realizing that he could not take the town, Saloman ordered his men to establish a defensive position along a forested ridge about one mile distant from Newtonia.

Following a brief respite, combat resumed when Cooper’s Confederate troops mounted a full-scale assault, causing the 6th Kansas to give way. Saloman had requested reinforcements, but they failed to arrive, and soon the Union troops were in a desperate fight. Unable to hold their lines in the face of numerically superior Confederates, by 5:30 p.m. the fight was over, with the Federals in full retreat toward Sarcoxie, the Union headquarters. Cooper’s men followed the Federals for almost 10 miles, harassing their rear guard with intermittent artillery fire and small arms fire.

The First Battle of Newtonia was a clear Confederate victory. In it, more than 400 Federals were killed, wounded, or captured. Southern losses amounted to 12 killed, 63 wounded, and 3 missing in action. Following the battle, Union major general John M. Schofield tried to lure Cooper’s men into battle, but the Confederates demurred. By October 4, the Confederates had withdrawn back into Indian Territory, and for the time being Missouri was free of Confederate troops.
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Newtonia, Second Battle of

Event Date: October 28, 1864

Last engagement associated with Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). In the early autumn of 1864, Price led a final attempt to reclaim Missouri from Union control. The campaign ultimately unraveled with the Confederate defeat at Westport, near Kansas City, on October 23. This battle forced Price to commence a long retreat. He continued to suffer setbacks during the withdrawal south through Missouri along the Arkansas border as Union forces doggedly pursued his exhausted Confederate force.

In midmorning on October 28, Price ordered his men to stop for rest at a spot about three miles from Newtonia, in the southwestern corner of Missouri. The men had barely encamped when two Union brigades under Union major general James G. Blunt struck without warning, pushing toward the Confederate skirmish line. Within minutes of the Union attack, Brigadier General J. O. Shelby quickly assembled his famous Iron Brigade to provide cover for the remainder of the Confederates to flee south toward Arkansas and Indian Territory (Oklahoma). After about two hours of heavy fighting, Blunt’s force fell back, nearly out of ammunition and now outnumbered by the Confederates.

Around 5:00 p.m., Union brigadier general John B. Sanborn arrived on the scene to reinforce Blunt. Sanborn was leading three cavalry brigades and also had three guns. Realizing that he could not prevail against this reinforced Union force, Shelby wisely withdrew in an orderly retreat, heading south to Arkansas. The Union soldiers carried out a brief halfhearted pursuit but then returned to Newtonia for the night.

The Second Battle of Newtonia was a tactical Confederate victory because Shelby’s rearguard defense allowed the bulk of the Confederates to escape into Arkansas. Nevertheless, both sides claimed victory. Statistics of this engagement are unclear. Based on reports filed by Union officers, the total number of Union soldiers on the field may have been around 3,000. Confederate numbers are harder to gauge but were likely around the same. Union forces suffered as many as 400 total casualties at Newtonia; their Confederate counterparts lost about 250 killed, wounded, or missing.
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New York

Most populous and important state in the Union. Located in the Northeast, New York covers 49,108 square miles. It is bordered by New Jersey and Pennsylvania to the south, Lakes Erie and Ontario to the west, Canada to the west and north, and Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut to the east. New York City, the nation’s largest city—then and now—is located in the extreme southern part of the state where the Hudson and East Rivers empty into the western edge of Long Island Sound. New York Harbor is a naturally commodious waterway and was one of the largest ports in the Americas. The sheer size of the state, from north to south, ensures a diverse climate and topography, which features mountains and a climate in the north resembling that of lower Canada or northern New England, while the southern reaches of the state feature a Mid-Atlantic climate and relatively temperate beaches on Long Island. New York’s 1860 population was 3,880,735.

Although most New Yorkers supported the war effort, there was a strong Democratic Party presence, especially in New York City, where the Tammany Hall Democratic political machine held sway. New York City had already become a haven for newly arriving immigrants, whom the Democrats courted with jobs and patronage. Some New York City Democrats even tried to sponsor a secession ordinance during the winter of 1860–1861, an effort that was unsuccessful. Nevertheless, when war did come in April 1861, most New York Democrats supported the effort to keep the Union intact, even if some protested the Abraham Lincoln administration’s war policies—in particular conscription and the suspension of habeas corpus in some parts of the Union. New York’s wartime governors included Republican Edwin D. Morgan and Democrats Horatio Seymour and Reuben Fenton.

New York was a leader in manufacturing and finance. Indeed, New York City was already the nation’s financial capital, with a string of banks, investment firms, and other enterprises, including the nation’s largest stock exchange on Wall Street. Elsewhere in the city were a plethora of manufacturers, many of which contributed to the war effort. In upstate New York, in places such as Buffalo, Niagara Falls, and Rochester, industries took advantage of ample and fast-moving waterways to power industrial equipment. The state also boasted important arms factories, including the West Point Foundry at Cold Springs on the Hudson. In other parts of the state were scattered textile mills that employed several thousand workers. New York City was also the home of several highly influential newspapers that attracted a national readership, including the New York Times, the New York Herald, and the New York Tribune.

Although no battles occurred in New York, the state was not immune from wartime conspiracies and disturbances. In July 1863 after the U.S. Congress had passed the Conscription Act, New York City was convulsed by several days of rioting, mostly by immigrants and the working class who feared that the Emancipation Proclamation would result in a huge African American influx into the state and the loss of jobs to them. Others rioted because they did not want to fight a war to liberate blacks. Casualty estimates range from 120 to as many as 2,000 dead. The number of wounded was estimated to be 2,000–8,000. Property damages were set at some $2 million, with more than 50 buildings destroyed by fire or looting. A plot hatched by Confederate exiles in Canada to burn New York City in November 1864 failed largely because of the ineptitude of those charged with carrying it out.

Like other states in the Union, New York also suffered from the effects on inflation and shortages of food and other items. This was partially offset by a boom in the transportation, manufacturing, and financial sectors, although the average working man’s wages did not keep pace with rising prices. The Republicans paid for this to an extent in the 1862 and 1863 elections, but by the autumn of 1864, Lincoln and the Republicans carried New York in the national election, thanks in large part to a series of Union military victories that had begun in July 1863.

New York provided the Union war effort with the largest amount of supplies, the most financial support, and the most soldiers of any state in the Union. In all, 474,701 New Yorkers served in all branches of the U.S. services, and among those some 50,000 died during the conflict, of all causes. Perhaps the greatest legacy of the war in New York was that it allowed corruption and graft in politics to reach new heights, as machine politicians—especially in New York City—found ever more ingenious ways to bilk the taxpayers and line their own pockets.
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New York, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit created on October 26, 1861. The Union Department of New York encompassed all of New York State. The department’s establishment was prompted by New York governor Edwin S. Morgan’s difficulty in mobilizing the state militia because of the state military board’s repeated interference. The War Department named Morgan commander of the department and simultaneously gave him a commission as a major general of volunteers. This gave him both civilian and military control over New York, which was crucial to the Union war effort. Morgan’s command was headquartered in Albany.

By December 1861, Morgan had assembled 8,874 men, most of whom were sent into Union service. Six months later he had just 812 men under his command. On December 31, 1862, Morgan resigned the governorship to take a seat in the U.S. Senate. Three days later on January 3, 1863, the Department of New York was dissolved and became part of the Department of the East, commanded by Major General John E. Wool.
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New York City, Attempt to Burn

Event Date: November 25, 1864

Failed Confederate effort to set New York City afire in retaliation for alleged Union atrocities committed during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and Major General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). In the autumn of 1864, several Confederate agents, led by Colonel Robert M. Martin, asked the Confederate Secret Service for permission to burn New York City. The request was granted, and they set about procuring Greek fire, an incendiary compound used to enhance ammunition and accelerate the burning process. After securing some 400 bottles of the material from a chemist, eight Confederate agents (known informally as the Confederate Army of Manhattan) traveled from Canada to New York City and checked into local hotels on November 25 to avoid drawing attention. Their plan was to set fires in a number of downtown hotels in hopes of creating a general conflagration.

The effort was largely a failure, however, because the men were unfamiliar with the use of Greek fire and failed to open windows, thereby creating little draft. Most blazes were extinguished promptly and were limited to just a few individual rooms. The only major damage was at P. T. Barnum’s Museum, where large stores of hay burned rapidly. There were no reports of injuries during the attempted burning of New York.

When residents learned of the Confederate plot, they demanded immediate retribution. Commander of the Department of the East Major General John A. Dix promptly issued a warrant for the plotters’ arrest. By the time New Yorkers had been made aware of the scheme, however, the Confederate agents had slipped out of the city and sought refuge in Toronto. All of the raiders managed to elude capture except for Robert Cobb Kennedy, who was apprehended while traveling from Toronto to Richmond, Virginia, in January 1865. Colonel Martin later faulted the Greek fire for the plot’s failure.
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New York City Draft Riots

Start Date: July 13, 1863

End Date: July 17, 1863

Violent response to the implementation of federal draft policies fueled by racial anger. The roots of the New York City Draft Riots roots lay in the Emancipation Proclamation of January 1863 and the Enrollment Act of March 1863 (also known as the Conscription Act of 1863). The proclamation had augmented the North’s war aims to include the abandonment of slavery. The Enrollment Act, meanwhile, mandated the drafting of white males between the ages of 20 and 45 who were unable to pay the $300 commutation fee or hire a substitute to fight for them. The act exempted African Americans. New York’s large Irish population was especially resentful. At the time, New York City was a predominantly Democratic city.

[image: image]

An illustration from Harper’s Weekly depicting the lynching of an African American by rioters in New York City in July 1863. Racial tensions were already high in the largely Democratic city, but the passage of the Conscription Act in March led to fears among poor whites that they would be drafted and their jobs taken by African Americans. (Library of Congress)

To antiwar newspaper editors and other New York critics of these federal policies, the new war goal combined with the new stricter enforcement of conscription meant that mostly working-class whites, many of them immigrants, would now be drafted to help liberate blacks, who would compete with them for employment. There was already increasing friction between black and white longshoremen, draftsmen, and other workers in New York. Newspaper editorials further inflamed these tensions.

On Saturday, July 11, New York City conducted its first draft lottery under the new law; the names of the first draftees were published the following day. On Monday, July 13, following the publication of the names of the new draftees, the rioting began. At first, the mostly working-class rioters attacked government buildings and Republican Party headquarters. But by that afternoon, at least some rioters began assaulting African Americans and their homes and businesses. Outstanding among the destroyed buildings was the Colored Orphan Asylum on Fifth Avenue between 43rd and 44th Streets. The mob destroyed the building but did not attack the children, numbering at least 200, who were being led out of the building through the rioters to safety at a local police station.

The violence continued to mount, and by July 14 the mobs had overwhelmed local police and the few Union soldiers who had been stationed in the city. Business and government came to a virtual halt as the mobs assaulted suspected Republicans, African Americans, and buildings symbolic of the war effort and other institutions that the working class so hated. Rioters tracked down and nearly killed the city’s chief of police, just one example of the lawlessness in the streets that day.

Infantry, artillery, and cavalry regiments fresh from the fighting at Gettysburg soon began arriving. They restored calm by July 17. Although there are no firm numbers, estimates of the dead range from 120 to as many as 2,000. The number of wounded was estimated to be 2,000–8,000. Property damages were set at some $2 million, with more than 50 buildings destroyed by fire or looting. By August, both Democrats and Republicans publicly supported the draft policy, and New York City appropriated some $300,000 to pay commutation fees, meaning that few New Yorkers were drafted into service. The next draft call came and went with little resistance and no violence.
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New York Herald

Influential newspaper that was often critical of President Abraham Lincoln and his handling of the war. In 1835, Scottish immigrant James Gordon Bennett Sr. established the New York Herald in New York City. Believing that the general public was not interested in serious newspapers imbued with a sense of journalistic responsibility, Bennett decided that the general public would be more likely to buy newspapers that emphasized gossip over discussion and sensation rather than fact. In order to attract more readers, Bennett sold his papers for just one cent at a time when traditional newspapers cost six cents. In fact, the New York Herald became one of the first so-called penny papers in the United States.

Bennett’s gambit was highly successful. By 1860, the New York Herald had a circulation of more than 75,000, which made it the most widely read daily newspaper in the United States. Bennett’s sensationalist journalism also provided timely news.

Although the newspaper was not formally affiliated with any political party, prior to the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861 the Herald was critical of abolitionism and was sympathetic to the South and the Democratic Party. Indeed, throughout the entire Amistad Affair (1839–1841), the newspaper was critical of the slaves who captured the ship and the American abolitionists who supported them. Following the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861, however, the newspaper supported the Union war effort yet frequently criticized President Abraham Lincoln.

After Bennett’s death, his son, James Gordon Bennett Jr., took control of the newspaper. Bennett Jr. created a minor sensation by financing Henry Stanley’s 1879 expedition to locate David Livingstone in Africa. In 1922 the New York Herald was merged with the New York Tribune, creating the New York Herald Tribune. The New York Herald Tribune ceased publication in 1966.
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New York Times

Major newspaper that provided widespread coverage during the Civil War. The New York Times was established in 1851 by Henry Jarvis Raymond and George Jones and was originally named the New York Daily Times. The paper began as a pro-Whig newspaper but later sought political neutrality to enhance its news reputation. Several of the writers employed by the New York Times would eventually become household names, including William Swinton, L. L. Crounse, Frank Banks Wilkie, and Samuel Wilkeson. All of them worked diligently to bring the war to their readers. At the time, the newspaper’s chief competition was James Gordon Bennett’s New York Herald and Horace Greeley’s New York Tribune.

At the beginning of the war, Raymond himself went into the field and sent stories back to his New York office; indeed, he reported on the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Although the New York Times strove for impartiality, especially in its war coverage, it nevertheless used its editorial columns to support the Abraham Lincoln administration, particularly in 1861. The newspaper twice scooped its competition by at least 24 hours—once with its coverage of the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and again with the Battle of Monocacy (July 9, 1864). In September 1861, Frank Wilkie allowed himself to be taken prisoner by the Confederates so that he could cover the Siege of Lexington, Missouri (September 12–20), more thoroughly. The paper even hired poet Walt Whitman, who was a nursing volunteer during the war, to file reports on his experiences in field hospitals.

Despite its fine record of war reporting and its attention to impartiality, the New York Times also suffered setbacks during the conflict. When reporter James Swinton was found eavesdropping on conversations between Major General George C. Meade and Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, he was banned from traveling with the Army of the Potomac. Also, on more than one occasion the newspaper knowingly printed information that had not been substantiated and later proved to be false. Still, the paper’s readership continued to grow, and by 1865 it had nearly equaled that of its main competitor, the Herald. While the New York Times did not invent journalistic impartiality, the paper certainly perfected it during the war years.
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New York Tribune

Major national newspaper founded by storied journalist Horace Greeley in 1841. The New York Tribune had an 1861 circulation of 287,750 and competed directly with two other prominent papers—the New York Herald and the New York Times. The Tribune’s journalistic influence was vast, not only informing public opinion but also influencing public policy making, including that within the Abraham Lincoln administration.

Prior to the Civil War, Greeley’s paper was decidedly pro-Whig. After the Republican Party’s founding in 1854, in which Greeley played a significant role, the paper became pro-Republican, although Greeley would sometimes diverge from the party line in his editorials and news coverage. From the beginning, he embraced abolitionism and backed various labor and land reforms, some of which were deemed quite radical. Greeley retained none other than the German Karl Marx from 1851 to 1862 to report on events in Europe. In the lead-up to the Civil War, Greeley annoyed some of his readers by seemingly equivocating on the issue of Southern secession. However, after the events at Fort Sumter, his paper generally embraced the Union war effort.

Greeley insisted on wide coverage of Civil War battles, particularly in the North and the border states, and sent out a corps of field reporters who would then submit their reports via telegraph. Many regarded the Tribune’s coverage as the most thorough and accurate of the big-city newspapers.

Despite Greeley’s general support for the war and the Lincoln administration, there were times when he diverged sharply from official policies. For instance, Greeley strongly urged Union forces to assault Richmond early in the war but then did an about-face after Union forces performed poorly. Although Greeley urged a vigorous war effort, the Tribune published pieces that seemed to embrace peace, just at the time in which Union campaigns were faring poorly. Indeed, by 1863 the Lincoln White House had grown tired of Greeley’s journalistic meddling and thus began limiting his reporters’ access to key administration officials.

In early 1865, the Tribune endorsed a policy of reconciliation with the South and assurances that freed blacks would enjoy civil and political rights. Greeley fully backed the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments and later pushed for President Andrew Johnson’s impeachment. Greeley continued as head of the Tribune until 1872, when a rival newspaper, the Herald, took control of the paper, an event that reportedly led to Greeley’s death in November 1872.
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Nicholls, Francis Redding Tillou

Birth Date: August 20, 1834

Death Date: January 4, 1912

Confederate officer and governor of Louisiana. Francis Redding Tillou Nicholls was born in Donaldsonville, Louisiana, on August 20, 1834. He attended Jefferson Academy in New Orleans and then graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1855. Nicholls served in Florida during the Third Seminole War (1855–1858) but resigned his commission after only a year and returned to Louisiana. Following study at the University of Louisiana (now Tulane University), Nicholls practiced law in Napoleonville until the start of the Civil War.

Nicholls joined the Confederate Army in 1861 and was commissioned a captain in the Phoenix Guards, which became part of the 8th Louisiana Infantry. Elected the regiment’s lieutenant colonel, he took part in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and in Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). In the First Battle of Winchester (May 25, 1862), Nicholls was wounded in the left arm (which had to be amputated) and captured. On June 24, although yet to be exchanged, he was appointed colonel and commanding officer of the 15th Louisiana. He was promoted to brigadier general on October 14, 1862, taking command of a Louisiana brigade in the Army of Northern Virginia.

During the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), a Union shell took off Nicholls’s left foot. Deemed unfit for further field command, he commanded the post at Lynchburg, Virginia, and in June 1864 opposed the forces of Union major general David Hunter until reenforced. Transferred to the West in July, Nicholls directed the Volunteer and Conscript Bureau of the Trans-Mississippi Department until the end of the war.

Nicholls returned to his law practice after the war and ran for governor as a Democrat in 1876. In a disputed election, both he and the Republican candidate claimed victory. For a time, there were two administrations until President Rutherford B. Hayes recognized Nicholls as the winner. Nicholls was twice governor (1877–1880 and 1888–1892). As governor, he battled political corruption and returned the state capital to Baton Rouge from New Orleans. In 1892 Nicholls became chief justice of the Louisiana Supreme Court, holding that post until 1911. He also grew sugarcane and other crops on his plantation, Ridgefield, near Thibodeaux, Louisiana. Nicholls died at Ridgefield on January 4, 1912. Nicholls State University is named for him.
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Nicolay, John George

Birth Date: February 26, 1832

Death Date: September 26, 1901

Journalist, writer, and personal secretary to President Abraham Lincoln. Born Johann Georg in Essingen, Bavaria, on February 26, 1832, John George Nicolay immigrated to the United States in 1838. He lived throughout the Midwest, settling finally in Illinois. After clerking in a general store, he joined the Pittsfield Free Press around 1852, eventually becoming the newspaper’s owner in 1854. Two years later he sold the paper to become a clerk in the Illinois legislature, where he met Lincoln. The two men became friends, and soon Lincoln hired Nicolay as his personal secretary. When Lincoln won the presidency in 1860, Nicolay went to Washington with him as one of his personal secretaries.

Nicolay was known for his great attention to detail and his loyalty to the president, and Lincoln trusted him implicitly. Nicolay kept Lincoln’s daily schedule, helped with key correspondence, and served as a liaison between Republicans in Congress and the party’s national hierarchy. In 1864 Nicolay played a sizable role in that year’s Republican National Convention, which renominated Lincoln for a second term in office.

Just prior to his April 1865 assassination, Lincoln appointed Nicolay U.S. consul to France. Nicolay served in Paris until 1869, when he returned home. From 1872 to 1887, he served as marshal of the U.S. Supreme Court. In the meantime, he wrote several books on the Civil War and Lincoln’s life and presidency, the most notable of which was Abraham Lincoln: A History (1890), published in 10 volumes and serialized in Century magazine. The multivolume work was coauthored with his longtime friend John M. Hay, who had also served as a secretary to Lincoln and became secretary of state in 1898. The work brought Nicolay an astonishing $25,000, no small sum at the time. Nicolay died in Washington, D.C., on September 26, 1901.
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Nitre Bureaus

Union and Confederate government agencies charged with the acquisition and manufacture of nitre, the primary component used to manufacture gunpowder. Nitre, also known as potassium nitrate, or more commonly saltpeter, was about one half of the chemicals in gunpowder, the other components being charcoal and sulfur in roughly equal amounts. British India was the only prewar source of high-quality nitre, with Britain holding a virtual monopoly on the critical ingredient. The beginning of hostilities in April 1861 found both the North and the South ill-prepared to supply their forces with sufficient nitre to prosecute a prolonged war. Both the Union and Confederate governments consequently established nitre bureaus to remedy the problem.

At the beginning of the war, the Confederacy had critically low stocks of nitre, and the tightening Union blockade threatened to cut off the importation of Indian nitre from a nominally sympathetic Great Britain. Driven by desperation, the Confederate government initiated an all-out campaign, regardless of cost, to find domestic sources of the chemical. Early efforts were only marginally effective, however. In late 1861 the South began extracting nitre from caves in Kentucky and Tennessee but soon lost access to them as Northern forces invaded the region. On April 11, 1862, the Confederate Congress established the Nitre Bureau to oversee Southern production under the supervision of the secretary of war. Still, daily production barely reached a dismal 500 pounds.

Production improved when the newly appointed head of the bureau, Major Isaac M. St. John, formed the Nitre Corps. Its members scoured the South for domestic deposits and explored the possibilities of importing nitre from Mexico. The discovery of rich deposits in Texas proved critical in maintaining the war effort, and by October 1862 St. John had increased Southern production fourfold to a ton a day—a rate that stayed relatively stable until the last weeks of the war. The cost, however, was immense both in money and labor. Nearly 4,000 able-bodied men, desperately needed by the Confederate Army, were diverted to nitre mining and production. Still, nearly half of Southern nitre was domestically produced, with the balance passing through the Union blockade. On June 16, 1863, the Confederate Congress renamed the corps the Nitre and Mining Bureau.

Union efforts to obtain nitre were more productive and cost-effective than those in the Confederacy. Early in the war, Captain Andrew A. Harwood, chief of the Navy Bureau of Ordnance, contacted chemical magnate Henry Du Pont to inquire about the availability of nitre stocks. Du Pont was less than assuring. He advised Harwood that there was only a six-month supply readily available and warned darkly of the threat of speculators driving up the price of future stores to exorbitant heights. Moreover, support of the South in Britain posed the very real possibility of a British embargo. The U.S. Army was somewhat less concerned, as it reported 3.8 million pounds in reserve that had originally been stockpiled during the Mexican-American War.

The heavy expenditure of powder during the 1861 summer campaigns quickly proved that massive amounts of nitre would be needed to effectively prosecute an extended war. Driven by urgency and patriotic zeal, Henry Du Pont seized the initiative and sent his son, Lammot Du Pont, to meet with officials in Washington. The younger Du Pont proved persuasive, and Secretary of State William H. Seward dispatched him to London discreetly to purchase nitre for the government through his family firm, E. I. Du Pont de Nemours and Company.

Du Pont had already bought and readied for shipment some 2,300 tons of high-grade Indian nitre when Captain Charles Wilkes of the U.S. screw frigate San Jacinto sparked an international incident by stopping the British ship Trent and removing the Confederate envoys John Slidell and James M. Mason. The resulting public outcry in London prompted the government to block the shipment of Du Pont’s stocks until the Confederates were released. The nitre eventually arrived in the United States in February 1862.

The nitre situation for the North improved dramatically in July 1862 when Union Navy captain John A. Dahlgren, commander of the Washington Navy Yard and chief of the Ordnance Bureau, assigned the highest priority to the acquisition of nitre. Dahlgren and Du Pont together devised a plan by which Du Pont inconspicuously bought nitre from British sources through his company without implicating the U.S. government. By January 1863, Du Pont, who patriotically refused any payment for his efforts, had acquired some 2 million pounds of nitre for the U.S. Navy.

Du Pont and Dahlgren also proved highly successful in cutting U.S. dependence on British sources and rapidly increasing domestic production. With their encouragement, John W. Dwight, president of the New Haven Chemical Company, began formulating nitre from domestic potash and Chilean sodium nitrate. Dwight’s firm then supplied Du Pont with the new nitre for finishing into gunpowder. When Dahlgren left the Bureau of Ordnance in the summer of 1863, the Union’s production of nitre had reached 50 tons per month.
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Norfleet House, Virginia, Engagements at

Start Date: April 14, 1863

End Date: April 15, 1863

Military clashes during Confederate lieutenant general James Longstreet’s Tidewater operations in Virginia during the spring of 1863. The coastal area south of the James River in Virginia to Cape Fear, North Carolina, was strategically important both for agriculture and cattle production and as the location of the Petersburg & Weldon Railroad, the only supply line for the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia east of the Blue Ridge Mountains. General Robert E. Lee sent Longstreet, who was appointed commander of the Confederate Department of Southern Virginia and North Carolina on February 15, to deal with Union forces along the coast. Union forces held both Suffolk, on the Nansemond River 16 miles west of Norfolk, and New Bern, North Carolina, on the Neuse River.

Union major general John J. Peck was commanding 25,000 soldiers manning formidable works at Suffolk. At Suffolk, Longstreet moved against its southern entrenchments on April 11, crossing the river and capturing Union pickets. For the next two days he probed Peck’s lines, and there was widespread skirmishing. However, Longstreet soon realized that Confederate action on the southern front was futile, necessitating a flanking movement against the more lightly defended Union riverfront. The Confederates constructed two batteries on the Nansemond River to interdict Union gunboats. The first, Hill’s Point Battery, they positioned on the east bank at old Fort Huger. The second, Norfleet House Battery, was situated on the west bank just below Suffolk.

On April 14, sailors on Union gunboats under the command of Lieutenant William B. Cushing in the Commodore Jones discovered the Confederate activity at Norfleet House Battery and began shelling it. The two Confederate batteries returned fire. The Mount Washington was temporarily disabled and ran aground but was freed by the Stepping Stones. The Commodore Jones was raked by Confederate fire, but its guns drove the Confederates from their rifle pits, only to see the Confederates return when fire slackened.

Peck ordered Brigadier General George Washington Getty to construct counterbatteries on land, and by April 15 Getty had completed Batteries Morris and Kimball, directly across the river from Norfleet House Battery. Opening fire, the Union guns silenced that Confederate battery within three hours. Late on April 19, a Union force stormed and captured the Hill’s Point Battery. This ended the Confederate threat to Union river traffic. Longstreet then broke off operations and rejoined Lee in time for the Gettysburg Campaign. Union forces maintained their hold on Suffolk.
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Norfolk, Virginia, Union Capture of

Event Date: May 10, 1862

Event occasioned by the Union Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Norfolk is an important seaport in southeastern Virginia and is bounded to the west by the Elizabeth River and to the north by the Chesapeake Bay. The nearby Gosport (Norfolk) Navy Yard was in 1860 the nation’s largest navy yard but was abandoned by Union forces on April 20–21, 1861, following the secession of Virginia.
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Norfolk, Virginia, following its capture by Union forces in May 1862. The city was the site of the nation’s largest pre-war naval shipyard, now in ruins. (National Archives)

In the spring of 1862, Union Army commander Major General George B. McClellan commenced his ill-fated Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). In late March, McClellan transferred his forces to Fort Monroe, and on April 5, Union troops began to advance up the peninsula bounded by the James and York Rivers with the objective of capturing Richmond.

The Union advance rendered the Confederate presence in Norfolk and the navy yard untenable. On May 9, 1862, Brigadier General Benjamin Huger evacuated Norfolk and nearby Portsmouth. The Confederates dismantled what they could of the naval yard facilities and destroyed the remainder as well as other military installations in the area. On May 10, 1862, Norfolk mayor William Lamb surrendered the city to Union troops under Brigadier General John E. Wool, who crossed Hampton Roads from Fort Monroe and landed at Ocean View before advancing on Norfolk. Brigadier General Egbert L. Viele was named military governor. The ironclad ram Virginia drew too much water to proceed up the James, and Confederate flag officer Josiah Tattnall ordered it destroyed. The Virginia was blown up off Craney Island on May 11. Union forces held Norfolk for the remainder of the war.
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Norfolk Navy Yard

One of eight pre–Civil War U.S. Navy yards, located at Portsmouth, Virginia, across the Elizabeth River from Norfolk. Known as the Gosport Navy Yard until 1862, a shipyard was first established there in 1767 by Andrew Sprowle. The British burned the yard in 1779 during the American Revolutionary War. Rebuilt, it was operated by the State of Virginia until 1794, when the federal government leased the facility with the commencement of the U.S. Navy that year. The federal government purchased the land outright on June 15, 1801. Strategically located about midway along the U.S. Atlantic coast, it was the largest of the pre–Civil War U.S. Navy yards.

The Norfolk Navy Yard included machine shops and a granite dry dock. In early April 1861, there were 11 warships at the yard. These ranged from the former ship of the line Pennsylvania, at one point the largest sailing warship in the U.S. Navy, now a receiving ship, to the small dispatch brig Dolphin. Certainly the most powerful ship at the yard was the modern powerful steam frigate Merrimack, in the yard to have its unreliable engines rebuilt.

Concerned about the security of the yard as Virginia appeared to be headed toward secession, on April 11, 1861, U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles ordered yard commandant Commodore Charles S. McCauley to prepare the Merrimack for sea “in as short a time as possible.” Welles also ordered 200 seamen and 20 firemen and coal heavers to Norfolk and appointed Commander James Allen to command the frigate and bring it to Philadelphia. He then sent Chief Engineer Benjamin F. Isherwood to Norfolk to reassemble the frigate’s steam engines.

McCauley bumbled his instructions. A veteran of the War of 1812 who should have been retired years before, McCauley was intimidated by junior officers sympathetic to the South who urged him not to do anything that would violate Welles’s earlier instructions not to alienate the Virginia authorities. The junior officers claimed that preparing the Merrimack for sea might even bring an attack on the yard by Virginia militiamen. As a consequence, even though Isherwood was able to put the frigate’s engines back in working order, McCauley refused to allow it to depart.

A furious Welles ordered Captain Hiram Paulding to the yard to replace McCauley. Paulding arrived at Norfolk at 8:00 p.m. on April 20 following a quick trip to Washington, only to find that McCauley, believing that the yard was about to be attacked, had ordered the scuttling of all of the ships there. Paulding then had no choice but to continue the work that had begun; he was able to get off only two ships. Early on the morning of April 21, the screw sloop Pawnee got under way, towing the sailing sloop Cumberland. Once they were safely off, Paulding gave the signal to torch the yard and destroy its facilities.

The work of destruction on April 21 was only haphazard at best. Barrels of powder to destroy the dry dock failed to go off, and the Virginia troops who moved in immediately after the departure of the Federals discovered that much of the facility was intact, including virtually all the yard’s machinery as well as castings, ammunition, and naval stores. Most of the ships could be raised and rebuilt. Some 4,000 shells could be recovered, as could small arms that were thrown into the water. The Merrimack’s 2,200 cartridges were in watertight tanks and could all be saved. The Union troops had managed to destroy only 8 guns, all 32-pounders. The Confederates secured from the Norfolk yard 1,195 cannon, including 52 IX-inch Dahlgrens. Many of these were soon on their way to seacoast fortifications throughout the South. The Confederates also soon raised the Merrimack, which had burned only to the waterline before sinking, and began rebuilding it as the ironclad ram Virginia.
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The destruction of the Gosport Navy Yard at Norfolk, Virginia, by U.S. forces on April 20, 1861. The work, carried out in haste to prevent the yard, its ships, and valuable stores from falling into Confederate hands on the secession of Virginia, was only partially successful. (Naval Historical Center)

On March 8, 1862, the Virginia sortied from the yard to attack Union ships in Hampton Roads and destroyed two powerful Union warships, the sloop Cumberland and the frigate Congress. The next day the Virginia engaged the newly arrived Union ironclad Monitor. That engagement ended in a draw. During Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Union troops reoccupied the yard on May 9. The Union retained control of the yard for the remainder of the war. The Norfolk Navy Yard is today among the most important in the United States.
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North Anna River, Battle of the

Start Date: May 23, 1864

End Date: May 26, 1864

Engagement of the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). The Battle of the North Anna River unfolded as Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant pushed the Army of the Potomac (under the command of Major General George G. Meade) southeast from Spotsylvania toward Cold Harbor. Following two weeks of heavy combat around Spotsylvania, Grant realized that his relentless assaults on General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia had failed and that it was time to try to maneuver around Lee’s right flank in an effort to break the stalemate.

Grant issued orders for the movement late on May 20. That night, Union troops began to move east and then turned south toward Guinea Station. Confederate horsemen detected the move and reported it to Lee, who correctly guessed that Grant would try to move around his flank and march toward Richmond. Late on May 21, Lee ordered his entire army southward on roads paralleling the Union movement. Early the next day, a tired Lee established his headquarters at Hanover Junction on the Richmond, Fredericksburg, & Potomac Railroad, just south of the North Anna River, as his troops arrived and began taking up defensive positions. Lee’s men were now only 24 miles north of Richmond.

Union troops approached the North Anna River on May 23. Late that afternoon, elements of Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps crossed the river at Jericho Mill, then repelled a two-hour Confederate assault. Farther east, Major General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps drove off a small defending force and seized Chesterfield Bridge. Hancock’s men crossed to the south side of the river early on May 24. Major General Horatio G. Wright’s VI Corps crossed to support Warren on the Union right. In the center, IX Corps under the command of Major General Ambrose E. Burnside was unable to force a crossing at Ox Ford, so Grant allowed Burnside to send one division across at Jericho Mill and another division across at Chesterfield Bridge. One of Burnside’s brigade commanders failed to obey orders, and his attacking force was decimated.

Lee then pulled his left flank back, his army forming an inverted “V” with its apex at Ox Ford on the North Anna. Grant had in effect divided the Army of the Potomac. Hancock was isolated on Lee’s right, while V and VI Corps were on Lee’s left, with two divisions of IX Corps north of the river, connecting the Union wings. Union advances on May 25 managed to locate Lee’s new position, which was strongly entrenched. Lee, who was sick much of this time, realized too late that an opportunity to attack one of the Union wings had passed, so he was content to await Grant’s next move.

Grant realized that Lee’s position was too strong to attack, so after dusk on May 26 Grant’s troops began pulling back across the river. Meade’s army had suffered 1,973 men killed, wounded, or captured, while Lee’s army counted 2,107 casualties. Grant instructed Meade to continue moving southeast, toward a crossroads called Cold Harbor, in another effort to sidestep Lee’s troops.
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North Atlantic Blockading Squadron

One of three Union Navy blockading squadrons formed by Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles at the beginning of the Civil War. The North Atlantic Blockading Squadron’s jurisdiction ran from Cape Charles, Virginia, to the border between North and South Carolina. The squadron’s first commander, Flag Officer Louis M. Goldsborough, faced a formidable task. Not only did he have a limited number of ships, but the geography of the Southern coast also made blockade activities difficult. The region’s many harbors, inlets, and rivers offered shelter to anyone wishing to avoid the blockade, and the shallow coastal waters and frequent periods of bad weather made cruising along the coast both difficult and dangerous.

While the navy quickly established control over the Virginia coast, Goldsborough planned to deal with North Carolina by blocking a number of inlets and seizing some of the coastal towns and offshore islands. Attempts to block several inlets by sinking hulks in them failed, but operations to seize coastal towns and islands proved more successful. In early February 1862, a joint army-navy expedition captured Roanoke Island, North Carolina. By the end of March, Union forces had captured the important deepwater port of Beaufort as well as Elizabeth City, New Bern, and several other North Carolina towns. Only the port of Wilmington, on the Cape Fear River, remained open to Confederate ships.

While the campaign in North Carolina was under way, the squadron also supported the army’s attempt to capture Richmond, Virginia, by advancing up the peninsula between the James and York Rivers. The squadron’s most important task was protecting the transports supplying the army as well as the important anchorage at Hampton Roads, Virginia. Additionally, the squadron’s heavy guns provided fire support for the troops ashore. Relations between Goldsborough and the army became strained over the course of the campaign, however, and on July 6, 1862, the Navy Department created a new command, the James River Flotilla, to work with the army. Goldsborough took that action as an official expression of displeasure with his performance and resigned.

Acting Rear Admiral Samuel P. Lee assumed command of the squadron on September 4, 1862. By this time, the squadron was dividing its efforts among three missions: supporting the army, interrupting the Confederacy’s coastal and river trade, and blockading the South’s ocean ports. By the summer of 1862, the only port left open in the squadron’s area was Wilmington, North Carolina, which was rapidly becoming the most important port in the Confederacy.

The squadron had grown in size but still suffered from a lack of suitable ships. Many of the squadron’s ships were too big to work in shallow coastal waters. Others were in poor condition or were inadequately armed. Worse still, many were simply too slow to catch the increasingly fast steamers that were purposely built to run the blockade. Speed was paramount in catching the blockade-runners, and Lee tried to increase the speed of his ships by ordering them to land extra guns and limit the amount of provisions they carried. The blockade was also hampered by the demand for gunboats in Chesapeake Bay and the need to support the army’s scattered outposts in North Carolina. Lee repeatedly called for better ships and unsuccessfully argued that the army posts should be consolidated so he could use his ships elsewhere.

Despite improvements, blockade-runners still made it into Wilmington. Between May 1863 and December 31, 1864, an estimated 261 steamers successfully made port there. In 1861, a blockade-runner had a 1 in 10 chance of being caught. The odds fell to 1 in 4 in 1863 but were still 1 in 3 in 1864 and 1 in 2 in 1865. Union officials realized that the only way to completely stop the flow of goods into Wilmington was to capture the port. Plans had been put forward as early as 1861, but the army and navy had always decided to use their limited number of troops and ships elsewhere. In the meantime, the Confederates erected a series of strong fortifications around Wilmington anchored on Fort Fisher at the mouth of the Cape Fear River. In the autumn of 1864, the army agreed to provide troops for an expedition but wanted an officer other than Lee in command. Therefore, Welles relieved Lee and replaced him with Rear Admiral David D. Porter on September 22. The first Union attempt to take Fort Fisher in late December failed, but a second assault in mid-January 1865 seized the fort. Union forces then reduced the other Confederate defenses and captured Wilmington on January 22, 1865.

After the capture of Wilmington, the squadron continued supporting the army and patrolled the coast. Acting Rear Admiral William Radford assumed command on May 1, 1865. As the navy reorganized after the war, the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron was merged with the Atlantic Squadron on July 25, 1865.
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North Carolina

State located in the upper South encompassing 52,669 square miles. North Carolina is bordered by Virginia to the north, Tennessee to the west, the Atlantic Ocean to the east, and South Carolina and Georgia to the south. North Carolina was the last state to officially secede from the Union and join the Confederacy, and the state’s critical contributions to the Confederate war effort belie its apparent hesitation to participate. A predominantly rural state in 1860 composed principally of white yeoman farmers, North Carolina boasted only six towns with populations of more than 2,000 on the eve of the Civil War; the largest, the port city of Wilmington, had nearly 10,000 residents. One-third of the state’s population of 992,622 in 1860 was African American, of whom 30,463 were free. Only 744 North Carolinians owned more than 50 slaves. Most of the state’s slave population was concentrated in the eastern piedmont and coastal plain, as were most of its railroads, cotton mills, textile plants, and crops of corn, cotton, rice, and bright-leaf tobacco.

Despite mounting tensions over antislavery agitation in the North, North Carolina’s dominant Democratic Party chose a path of moderation during the political and sectional crisis of the 1850s. A resurgent state Whig Party, with its Unionist platform, influenced many North Carolinians to support John Bell and the Constitutional Union Party in the presidential election of 1860 and persuaded John Ellis, the Democratic governor of the state and a supporter of Democratic nominee John C. Breckinridge, to oppose a course leading to immediate secession following the Republican victory in November. As Southern states began withdrawing from the Union, however, the governor asked the state’s General Assembly to call for a vote on a secession convention and to raise and equip a volunteer state force of 10,000 men. The convention’s secession referendum failed on February 28, 1861, however, as secessionists garnered less than 40 percent of the vote, but the General Assembly did appropriate $300,000 to buy weapons, ironically from manufacturers in the Northeast, to arm the state’s militia.

President Abraham Lincoln’s call for 75,000 volunteers to suppress the rebellion the day after Fort Sumter surrendered in April 1861 effectively nullified efforts at moderation in the state government. Instead of supplying the two regiments of North Carolinians requested by the U.S. secretary of war, the state’s General Assembly voted to secede from the Union on May 20, 1861. State troops quickly seized federal property in North Carolina as a groundswell of volunteers offered their services to the Confederate military. The state’s textile mills made uniforms for the troops, while arsenals at Fayetteville, Asheville, and Salisbury manufactured firearms. Smaller manufacturers in Greensboro and Kenansville made breech-loading carbines and swords. As a reliable flow of imports grew paramount for victory, the port of Wilmington became a haven for blockade-runners, while the Cape Fear River and the Wilmington & Weldon Railroad evolved into the so-called lifeline of the Confederacy.

Wartime governor Zebulon Vance (1862–1865) fully mobilized his state’s resources to support the war. North Carolina soldiers were among the best supported and best equipped in the Confederacy. But Vance clashed frequently with Confederate authorities in Richmond, and his strong states’ rights position left him at odds with President Jefferson Davis. Although Vance did share his resources with other Confederate states, North Carolinian interests came first, often to the detriment of the Confederate war effort.

North Carolina also contributed a number of well-regarded generals to the Confederate cause, including Robert Hoke, W. Dorsey Pender, J. Johnston Pettigrew, and S. Dodson Ramseur. John Gibbon, raised in North Carolina, remained loyal to the Union and rose to corps command during the war.

The interior of North Carolina remained relatively untouched by military campaigns until 1865. Most Union operations focused on capturing the state’s coastal fortifications and controlling its eastern waterways and sounds. Attempts to cut the flow of goods out of Wilmington met with limited success until near the end of the war with the fall of Fort Fisher on January 15, 1865, and the subsequent closing of the port of Wilmington. The following March, Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston attempted unsuccessfully to destroy one wing of Major General William T. Sherman’s advancing army south of Smithfield during the March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). The resulting Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865) proved to be the biggest battle fought in the state during the war. One month later, the same two generals met at James Bennett’s farm near Durham Station and finalized the largest Confederate surrender of the war.

Throughout the war, North Carolinians remained divided over allegiances. The disaffected in the piedmont gave rise to a viable peace movement in 1863, while the western foothills and mountains provided refuge for the state’s reluctant conscripts and for deserters from both sides. Ultimately 125,000 North Carolinians were mustered into Confederate service—the most of any Southern state. At least 10,000 white and 5,000 black North Carolinians went so far as to express their loyalty to the Union by enlisting in Union regiments during the war. All told, these divisions, combined with the state’s 35,000 military deaths—a disproportionately high number for its population—did not bode well for a speedy Reconstruction.
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North Carolina, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit formally established on March 12, 1862. The Confederate Department of North Carolina had its origins as a subset of the Department of Norfolk, which had created a separate subcommand on August 20, 1861, under Brigadier General Richard C. Gatlin, headquartered in Goldsboro, North Carolina, and whose jurisdiction covered eastern North Carolina. On March 12, 1862, Gatlin was replaced by Brigadier General Joseph R. Anderson, who assumed command of the newly established Department of North Carolina, which included jurisdiction over the entire state. Anderson kept Goldsboro as his headquarters.

On March 24, 1862, Major General Theophilus Holmes succeeded Anderson in command, in charge of 22,068 men. On June 21, 1862, the department was extended northward to include Virginia south of the James River, while North Carolina west of the Blue Ridge Mountains was appended to the Department of East Tennessee. Holmes now relocated departmental headquarters to Petersburg, Virginia. Major General Daniel H. Hill succeeded Holmes in command on July 17. On August 18, 1862, Hill was replaced by Brigadier General James G. Martin. The Confederate Department of North Carolina ceased to exist as of September 19, 1862, when it was merged with the Confederate Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia.
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North Carolina, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit created on January 7, 1862. The Union Department of North Carolina, which encompassed the entire state of North Carolina, was established after Major General Ambrose P. Burnside launched an offensive against the state’s southern coast. Burnside was the department’s first commander and initially had at his disposal 12,289 men. By June, his command had been reinforced to 15,782 troops. The following month Burnside was sent north, taking with him nearly half the men in the department.

Brigadier General John G. Foster succeeded Burnside in command. By December 1862, Foster’s command had swelled to 29,917 men. On July 15, 1863, the department was organized out of existence when it was subsumed by the new Department of Virginia and North Carolina.

On January 31, 1865, the Department of North Carolina was resurrected under the command of Major General John M. Schofield. His contingent of troops steadily increased so that by April 1865, he had 46,832 under his command. On June 27, 1865, the department was transformed from a military department into a Reconstruction department, headquartered in Raleigh. The department ceased to exist on May 19, 1866, when it became part of the Department of the Carolinas.
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North Carolina and Southern Virginia, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit established on September 19, 1862. The first commander of the Confederate Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia was Major General Gustavus W. Smith. The department was rather amorphous and included the Departments of Richmond, Southern Virginia, and North Carolina. The territory covered Virginia south of the James and Appomattox Rivers in addition to all of North Carolina east of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Peak troop strength was about 40,000 troops in late 1863. That number dropped to as low as 8,000 by mid-1864; most of the men were by then stationed in Petersburg or Richmond.

For a brief time in early 1863, Smith’s department was renamed the Department of the James and North Carolina. On February 26, 1863, Lieutenant General James Longstreet succeeded Smith in command. In late April 1863, Major General Daniel H. Hill succeeded Longstreet. During the summer of 1863 the department fell into administrative limbo, with no overall commander; instead, the subdepartment heads held command over their respective areas. On May 10, 1864, General P. G. T. Beauregard assumed control over the reconstituted department.
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Northeastern Virginia, Union Department of

Short-lived federal military administrative unit created on May 27, 1861. The first and only commander of the Department of Northeastern Virginia was Brigadier General Irvin McDowell, whose chief charge was assembling an army, the Union Army of Northeastern Virginia. The department encompassed the state of Virginia east of the Alleghenies, north of the James River, and south of the Potomac River and excluded Fort Monroe at Old Point Comfort and a 60-mile radius around it. The First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), a Union defeat, was the only engagement fought during the department’s brief existence. On July 25, the Department of Northeastern Virginia was merged with the Military District of the Potomac.
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Northern Department, Union

Federal military administrative unit established on January 12, 1864, and reorganized out of existence on June 27, 1865. As originally organized, the Union Northern Department encompassed the midwestern states of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, and Illinois. Headquartered at Columbus, Ohio, the department’s first commander was Major General Samuel Heintzelman. Several changes to the department occurred on his watch. On February 8, 1864, the cities of Jeffersonville, Indiana, and Cairo, Illinois, were placed in another department. On February 15, the city of Alton, Illinois, was transferred to a different department. Finally, on June 25, the city of Covington, Kentucky, including a 10-mile radius around it, was appended to the command.

On September 25, 1864, Major General Joseph Hooker took command of the department. The headquarters was then moved to Cincinnati. With some 12,500 troops in his department, Hooker was ordered to guard against Confederate incursions from Kentucky and West Virginia, protect the region from Confederate spies operating across the border in Canada, administer federal conscription policies, and provide guards for prisoner-of-war camps. The Northern Department underwent more changes under Hooker’s command. On November 28, the city of Cairo, Illinois, again fell under the aegis of the department. On February 10, 1865, the city of Jeffersonville, Indiana, once again became part of the department. On March 24, three cities were removed from the command: Covington, Kentucky; Jeffersonville, Indiana; and New Albany, Indiana. When the Northern Department was dissolved on June 27, 1865, its area became part of the Department of the Ohio.
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Northern Virginia, Confederate Army of

Main Confederate field force in the eastern theater of war. The most famous and recognizable Confederate field force, the Army of Northern Virginia had its genesis in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Under the command of General Joseph E. Johnston, it was first called the Army of the Potomac, which was easily confused with the Union army of the same name. In March 1862 Johnston’s troops withdrew to face Major General George B. McClellan’s advance up the peninsula toward Richmond. During the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), Johnston was badly wounded. President Jefferson Davis then assigned his principal military adviser, General Robert E. Lee, to replace Johnston. Lee had already been calling Johnston’s command the “Army of Northern Virginia,” and when he took command on June 1, 1862, the name became official.

Lee was the Army of Northern Virginia’s only commander. His brilliant tactics and battlefield sense made his army a superb military organization. Lee’s soldiers adored him and would do anything to win battles for him. With McClellan’s army only miles from Richmond, Lee went on the offensive. In a series of engagements that became known as the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), his troops drove McClellan’s larger army back to the James River, inflicting 15,849 casualties. Lee’s army, however, suffered even greater destruction—20,141 casualties.

Following the Seven Days’ Campaign, Lee reorganized his army into two corps, led by Major General James Longstreet and Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson (both were promoted to lieutenant general in October 1862). In July, Lee’s army moved north to confront Major General John Pope’s Union Army of Virginia. After defeating Pope at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), Lee’s army moved into Maryland. McClellan reorganized the Army of the Potomac and then moved to confront Lee. After McClellan drove the Confederates from passes during the Battle of South Mountain (September 14), the two armies fought a bloody battle at Antietam on September 17. Lee withdrew south, into Virginia, following the battle.

Size of the Army of Northern Virginia







	Date
	Approximate Size



	March 1862
	56,000



	June 1862
	92,000



	August 1862
	54,000



	June 1863
	75,000



	October 1863
	55,000



	May 1864
	62,000



	September 1864
	83,000



	March 1865
	50,000




At the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Lee’s army fought a defensive battle and inflicted 12,653 casualties on the Union’s forces, with a loss of only 5,309 of its own. Most of Longstreet’s corps then went to southern Virginia to forage for supplies. In April 1863 the Army of the Potomac moved again, the result of which was the Chancellorsville Campaign. In what has been heralded as Lee’s finest battle, his army, outnumbered more than 2 to 1, defeated the Army of the Potomac at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Nevertheless, Lee suffered a serious setback when Jackson was badly wounded by his own men and died of pneumonia on May 10.

Lee then reorganized his army into three corps, led by Lieutenant Generals James Longstreet, Richard S. Ewell, and A. P. Hill. The cavalry was under the able command of Major General J. E. B. Stuart. In June, Lee moved north with 75,000 men into Pennsylvania, but this time the Army of the Potomac, now under Major General George G. Meade’s command, defeated him in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Meade suffered 23,049 casualties, while Lee lost at least 28,000 men.

After withdrawing into Virginia, Lee detached much of Longstreet’s I Corps to reinforce the Confederate army in northern Georgia, a move mirrored by the Federals, who also sent troops westward. The two armies sparred with each other in the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863) before moving into winter quarters.

Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, the new overall Union commander, accompanied Meade’s army when it began its spring offensive in early May 1864. Grant decided to keep pressure on Lee while maneuvering his men closer and closer to Richmond. The resulting battles were protracted and bloody. These included the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), the Battle of the North Anna River (May 23–26), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12). Although the Union suffered losses that totaled more than 50,000, the Union could replace them easier than could Lee, whose smaller army suffered more than 20,000 casualties.

Grant then crossed the James River and attacked Petersburg. Although Lee’s army arrived in time to help blunt the attack, Grant did not retreat. Instead, his men deployed and entrenched, beginning siege operations that lasted until April 2, 1865. In the meantime, Lee dispatched most of II Corps under Lieutenant General Jubal Early to the Shenandoah Valley and made other smaller detachments as events dictated. Grant’s troops moved on both flanks, fighting smaller battles and thinning Lee’s army in the process. Finally, on April 2 the Federals broke through and forced the evacuation of Petersburg and Richmond. Lee moved his shrinking army westward, but pursuing Union troops caught up. On April 9, 1865, Lee surrendered to Grant in the tiny village of Appomattox Court House. The official surrender took place on April 12, when the Army of Northern Virginia ceased to exist. The men were all paroled and sent home, effectively ending the war in Virginia.

RICHARD A. SAUERS

See also

Ewell, Richard Stoddart; Hill, Ambrose Powell; Jackson, Thomas Jonathan; Johnston, Joseph Eggleston; Lee, Robert Edward; Longstreet, James; McClellan, George Brinton; Meade, George Gordon; Pope, John; Stuart, James Ewell Brown

Further Reading

Allan, William. The Army of Northern Virginia in 1861–1862. 1892; reprint, Dayton, OH: Morningside Bookshop, 1995.

Freeman, Douglas S. Lee’s Lieutenants: A Study in Command. 3 vols. New York: Scribner, 1942–1944.

McMurry, Richard M. Two Great Rebel Armies: An Essay in Confederate Military History. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1989.

_______________________

Northern Virginia, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit created on October 22, 1861. Commanded by General Joseph E. Johnston, the Confederate Department of Virginia was headquartered at Manassas Junction, located about 30 miles west of Washington, D.C., and encompassed the Districts of Aquia, the Valley, and the Potomac. On April 12, 1862, during the early stages of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Departments of the Peninsula and Norfolk were appended to Johnston’s command.

Johnston was wounded at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), and his command passed to General Robert E. Lee on June 1. Lee immediately began referring to the forces under his command as the Army of Northern Virginia, although the Confederate War Department had not used this designation to that point. Lee remained in command of the department until his surrender at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865. Meanwhile, Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia participated in virtually all of the significant battles in the East—in engagements in Virginia, during invasions of Maryland and Pennsylvania, and on detached missions—for the entirety of the war.
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Northrop, Lucius Bellinger

Birth Date: September 8, 1811

Death Date: February 9, 1894

Confederate officer. Lucius Bellinger Northrop was born on September 8, 1811, in Charleston, South Carolina. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1831. Northrop was promoted to first lieutenant in 1836 and saw action in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), during which he was seriously wounded in 1839. Unable to continue as a soldier, he turned to medicine, earning a medical degree and then building a successful practice in Charleston, for which he was dropped from the army rolls. He was reinstated with the rank of captain in 1848 and retained his army commission until he resigned it in 1861 at the outbreak of the Civil War.

Northrop’s greatest claim to fame was his long friendship with Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederate States of America. The two men had known each other for many years, and Northrop had vouched for Davis during an 1835 court-martial proceeding, further cementing their relationship. After the start of the Civil War, Davis commissioned Northrop a colonel and appointed him commissary general of the Confederacy, even though Northrop had no prior experience that would have proved useful in such an important position. Northrop’s lack of experience, as it turned out, proved to be the least of his problems. A difficult man with a prickly personality, he proved to be stubborn, argumentative, hypercritical, manipulating, supercilious, and narrow-minded.

Almost immediately, soldiers and civilians alike found Northrop impossible to deal with and incompetent in his tasks. Indeed, in the winter of 1864, the Confederate Senate sought to remove him from office, but the measure was defeated, largely because Davis continued to support Northrop.

In truth, Northrop did not perform badly in his duties, considering the restraints under which he was forced to work. His office was chronically underfunded, and the Confederate currency kept depreciating, meaning that Northrop was able to buy less and less with the same amount of money. Also, supplies and manufacturing facilities were continually falling into the hands of the enemy. On the other hand, Northrop’s personality and poor management skills led to much inefficiency and to complaints about his abilities. In the late autumn of 1864, Davis sought to promote Northrop to brigadier general but wisely did not forward the nomination to the Senate, where it would have gone down to certain defeat.

As the war turned against the South, calls for Northrop’s removal increased. Finally, on February 15, 1865, a reluctant Davis asked for Northrop’s resignation. Just days after the surrender, Union soldiers arrested Northrop on charges that he had knowingly and willfully starved Union prisoners, allegations that could not be substantiated. After several months of detention, he gained his freedom and settled on a farm outside Charlottesville, Virginia. Northrop died in Pikesville, Maryland, on February 9, 1894.
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Northwest, Confederate Army of the

Short-lived Confederate field force. Created on June 8, 1861, to provide an organizational and command framework for Confederate forces in northwestern Virginia (West Virginia), the Confederate Army of the Northwest was engaged for most of its existence in defending the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike in order to deny Union forces the best avenue of approach from central western Virginia into the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.

The army’s first commander, Brigadier General Robert Garnett, established a line of defense anchored at Rich Mountain and Laurel Hill until the Confederates were pushed from Rich Mountain on July 11, 1861. In a rearguard action at Carrick’s Ford on July 13, Garnett became the first general officer killed in the war. The remnant of his army, now reinforced, was reassembled first under the command of Brigadier General Henry R. Jackson and then under Major General William W. Loring, who took command on July 21, 1861. The army was briefly under the direct command of General Robert E. Lee and established a line of defense along the East Fork of the Greenbrier River. Under Lee’s direction, on September 12–13 the army launched a poorly coordinated and unsuccessful attack on the Union position at Cheat Mountain.

Thereafter the Army of the Northwest did not engage in offensive operations, as most of its regiments were drained away for operations elsewhere. The most notable of these diversions was one that witnessed General Loring and more than half of the army in the ill-fated winter occupation at Romney. After precipitating a row with Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, Loring requested and received a transfer to southern Virginia in early February 1862. This marked the official end of the Army of the Northwest, which was then subsumed by the Army of Northern Virginia.
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Northwest, Union Department of the

Federal military administrative unit established on September 6, 1862, and absorbed by the Department of the Missouri on June 27, 1865. As originally constituted, the Union Department of the Northwest encompassed the Nebraska and Dakota Territories as well as the states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Iowa. The department’s first commander was Major General John Pope, who established his headquarters in St. Paul on October 11, 1862. Shortly thereafter, the Nebraska Territory was transferred to the Department of the Missouri. In November 1862 when Brigadier General Washington L. Elliott took temporary command, its headquarters was moved to Madison, Wisconsin. With Pope’s return in February 1863, the headquarters was moved again, this time to Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Meanwhile, Pope had to contend with the aftermath of the Minnesota Sioux Uprising, in which scores of white civilians and soldiers had been killed. The revolt was quashed in the Battle of Wood Lake (September 23, 1862), thanks in large part to the efforts of Minnesota Militia colonel Henry Hastings Sibley. A military tribunal then sentenced 303 Santee Sioux warriors to death for their participation. Responsibility for reviewing the sentences and carrying out the executions now fell to Pope. He referred the matter to President Abraham Lincoln, who reduced the number of death sentences to 39. Pope later carried out operations against other hostile Plains tribes.

In January 1865, Pope’s department was attached to the Division of Missouri, at which time Major General Samuel R. Curtis assumed command. In February 1865, the Dakota Territory west of the 27th longitude was transferred to the Department of the Missouri, into which the remainder of the Department of the Northwest was folded on June 27, 1865.
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Northwest Conspiracy

Event Date: 1864

Abortive attempt by Confederate operatives in Canada to foment a prisoner rebellion at a prison camp in Chicago. The so-called Northwest Conspiracy called for Confederate agents to make contact with pro-Confederate sympathizers in Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, who would help spark an insurrection that would lead ultimately to the region’s secession from the Union and its acceptance of peace terms advantageous to the South.

The conspirators planned to begin the rebellion by freeing as many as 5,000 Confederate prisoners at Chicago’s Camp Douglas, arming them with muskets and rifles, and then directing them to torch Chicago. The mass conflagration was to serve as a signal for other insurrectionists to begin their own rebellions in the region and in surrounding states. The scheme was to unfold beginning on July 20, 1864; it was postponed until August 14, however, because not all of the operatives were in place. A new start date of August 29 was then set to coincide with the beginning of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. By late August, some 60 Confederate agents had arrived in Chicago, mostly from Canada. They included Colonel Thomas Hines, who had been one of John Hunt Morgan’s raiders and was the unofficial ringleader of the Northwest Conspiracy.

Several days prior to August 29, the commander of Camp Douglas, Colonel Benjamin J. Sweet, was informed of the Confederates’ plan. He promptly increased security within the prison and stationed troops surrounding it, making it practically impossible for a small Confederate force to breach the facility. Sweet then struck a deal with a Confederate inmate, who was to serve as a decoy. In return for his freedom, the prisoner would be released under the pretense that he had escaped. He would make contact with the insurrectionists, who would then be betrayed to Union authorities. The plan worked, and many conspirators were arrested. The Northwest Conspiracy had failed before it had even begun.
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Norwich University

The nation’s oldest private military college. Norwich University was founded in 1819 by Captain Alden Partridge as the American Literary, Scientific, and Military Academy. It is currently located in Northfield, Vermont, and was renamed Norwich University in 1834. The intent of the school was to infuse military knowledge and education within a liberal and practical education to prepare students to be better citizens. Partridge’s model of education was based primarily on the idea that citizens themselves should form the nucleus of the nation’s defense. In addition to restructuring the prevailing educational model of the time, Norwich University was also the first institution to offer civil engineering as a specific field of study. Norwich would serve as a model for similar schools, including the Virginia Military Institute, founded in 1839, and the South Carolina Military Academy (the Citadel), established in 1842.

With the beginning of the Civil War, cadets from Norwich University served as instructors for militia formations throughout the Northeast. Norwich men participated in some of the bloodiest fighting of the war, including the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

A total of 750 Norwich men (cadets and alumni) fought in the war, 60 of them on the side of the Confederacy. Four were awarded the Medal of Honor. In 1862 the entire graduating class immediately enlisted in the army. In 1864 there were only 7 members of the graduating class because of the large number of cadets who had gone off to war.

The school produced for the Union side 16 brigadier generals, 6 commodores, and 1 rear admiral. Five received brevet promotions to major general, and 19 were brevetted brigadier general. Four alumni served as general officers in the Confederate Army.
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Nueces, Battle of the

Event Date: August 10, 1862

Skirmish between Texas Unionists (mainly Germans) and Confederate Texas militiamen. Fought on the western bank of the Nueces River some 20 miles from Fort Clark in present-day Kinney County, Texas, the Battle of the Nueces (also called the Affair at the Nueces and the Nueces Massacre) included both a short battle and executions of captured Unionist prisoners.

Unwilling to remain in Texas after Confederate authorities declared martial law in March 1862, a band of 63 Germans, 1 Tejano, and 5 Anglos under the command of Major Fritz Tegener set out for Mexico from Turtle Creek, 10 miles southwest of Kerrville in the Texas Hill Country, on August 1, 1862. The Unionists, believing that they had eluded Confederate authorities, proceeded to the Nueces River at a relaxed pace and neglected to post a rear guard or skirmishers. On August 9 the Unionists bivouacked on an open plain near the Nueces River.

Texas lieutenant Colin D. McRae, who had departed from San Antonio with 94 militiamen, attacked the Unionists during the predawn hours of August 10. Tegener quickly restored order among the surprised Unionists and ordered a counterattack but fell wounded by Confederate fire. The Confederates struck again at dawn, peppering the Unionists with musketry until the Unionists fled. Unionist losses were 32 killed and 9 wounded. The Confederates suffered 2 killed and 18 wounded. McRae did not report prisoners and claimed that the Unionists did not ask for quarter. The Confederates, however, executed all 9 wounded Unionist prisoners taken at the Nueces a few hours after the battle had ended. The bodies were left unburied.

Eight additional fleeing Unionists were eventually caught and executed on October 18, but most of the survivors escaped to safety in Mexico or California. The bodies of the fallen were later interred at Comfort, Texas, where the Treue der Union monument still commemorates them.

JACK D. ANDERSEN

See also

Texas

Further Reading

Elliott, Claude. “Union Sentiment in Texas, 1861–1865.” Southwestern Historical Quarterly 50 (April 1947): 449–477.

O’Rear, Mary Jo. “Reckoning at the River: Unionists and Secessionists on the Nueces, August 10, 1862.” In The Seventh Star of the Confederacy: Texas during the Civil War, edited by Kenneth W. Howell, 85–109. Denton: University of North Texas Press, 2009.

_______________________

Nullification

Legal theory in American political thought that holds that a state has the right and obligation to nullify or invalidate any federal law it deems to be illegal or unconstitutional. Nullification is based on the compact theory of union, which asserts that the U.S. Constitution is a compact, or agreement, among the individual states that separately ratified it. Because the U.S. government is therefore a creation of the individual states, the states not only have the right to interpret federal laws but are also the final judges of the meaning of the Constitution, or the compact.

The doctrine of nullification was first introduced by Thomas Jefferson, who authored the Kentucky Resolution of 1798 to protest, along with James Madison, who authored the Virginia Resolution of that same year, the 1798 Alien and Sedition Acts. The acts were a series of laws passed by Congress that opponents claimed violated the constitutional guarantees of freedom of speech and the press, due process, and states’ rights.

Jefferson defended nullification as a defense of states’ rights against tyranny by the U.S. government, reminding Americans that the government created by the compact—the Constitution of the United States—was not made the final judge of the powers delegated to it because that would have made its own judgment, and not the Constitution, the arbiter of its powers. Jefferson warned that without the right of nullification, the states would be under the absolute or unlimited control of the U.S. government. Jefferson held that because the U.S. government was not a party to the compact but rather the creation of the compact, the states retained the right to interpret the Constitution and determine if the actions of the U.S. government violate the terms of the compact.

At the 1814 Hartford Convention during the War of 1812 with Great Britain, antiwar New England Federalists resurrected the doctrine of nullification but took it further and actually considered secession from the United States. In so doing, they associated nullification with secession, presumably making secession the next logical step should nullification fail to stop the U.S. government from abusing its powers and violating the Constitution.

During the 1831–1832 Nullification Crisis, South Carolina nullified the federal tariff, claiming that it was ruining the economy of the state while benefiting industrial interests in the North. South Carolinians threatened to secede from the Union if the U.S. government used force to try to collect the tariff and compel South Carolina to obey federal tariff laws. Vice President, later U.S. senator, John C. Calhoun staunchly defended the 1832 Nullification Ordinance according to the compact theory of union, states’ rights, and resistance to tyranny. Nullification along the lines proposed by Calhoun and South Carolina would, of course, provide the principal rationale for the secessionist movement that triggered the Civil War. Calhoun helped negotiate the Compromise Tariff of 1833, which ended the Nullification Crisis. Not surprisingly, the first state to secede from the Union was South Carolina, on December 20, 1860.
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Numbers and Losses in the Civil War

Standard statistical reference source for the Civil War. The book details everything from population figures, to army strengths, to enlistments, to casualties. Numbers and Losses in the Civil War in America, 1861–1865 was first published in 1900 by Thomas L. Livermore, who had served as a colonel in the Union Army. In compiling his statistics, Livermore made use of a wide variety of official records, including The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Fox’s Regimental Losses in the American Civil War, 1861–1865, records from local defense forces and militias, pension records, state muster rolls, and the 1860 U.S. government census. Livermore also relied to a lesser extent on contemporary estimates compiled by nonofficial means.

Livermore’s compilation is meticulously documented and provides statistics for the strength of armies and the numbers of forces fighting in practically every engagement of the Civil War. When the book came out in 1900, it corrected a number of misperceptions, including the disparity between Confederate and Union forces. Many Americans were surprised to learn, for example, that the South had fielded far more troops than had been previously believed. Traditionally, the Confederacy was thought to have placed about 600,000 men into military service. Livermore, however, revised that figure upward by a significant amount. He claimed that as many as 1.5 million men served in the Confederate Army. Many historians and statisticians, however, believe that the real figure lies about halfway between these two figures. For the Union Army, Livermore estimated total enlistments at 2,898,304. Thus, the disparity between North and South was still large.

Livermore’s work was reissued in 1957 and remains today one of the most thorough and complete statistical reference sources on the Civil War. The book has seen numerous additional printings since 1957.
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Nurses

Prior to the Civil War, most nursing was done by men or was conducted in private homes because it was considered socially inappropriate for women to have contact in public areas with men who were not family members. Before 1861, during wartime, many nursing duties had been performed by recuperating soldiers prior to their full recovery and return to military service.

American nursing was in its infancy when the Civil War began, and nursing schools, diplomas, and credentials did not exist. Early on, the U.S. government recognized the great need for skilled nursing and the lack of available male nurses and in 1861 sought the expertise of Florence Nightingale, a pioneering nurse during the 1853–1856 Crimean War. When the Union decided to accept women into the nursing profession, thousands, from all levels of society, sought available appointments. Documents show that at least 21,000 women served as nurses on the government payroll during the war.

The majority of nurses were assigned to general hospitals, medical transports, and regimental aid stations, with few actually posted on battlefields. As a general rule, one nurse was assigned to a single hospital division, with such duties as organizing wards, directing subordinates, supervising special diets, and distributing food and medical supplies. Other nursing duties included dressing wounds, assisting with amputations, cleaning wards, bathing soldiers, cooking, laundering, and mending uniforms. Literate nurses often read to and wrote letters for soldiers. Most importantly, women nurses cared for the emotional and spiritual needs of wounded and ill soldiers. The Civil War marked the first time in American history that women played a significant role in a war effort.

Critical to the advancement of American nursing was the formation of the U.S. Sanitary Commission on June 18, 1861. Dorothea Lynde Dix was appointed superintendent of the nursing program administered by the commission and in this capacity supervised more than 3,000 women nurses for the Union Army. She required all female nursing recruits to be 35 to 50 years old, “plain looking,” and have recommendations from two people attesting to their morality, integrity, seriousness, and capacity for care of the sick.

Women nurses committed to serve at least three months and were paid $12 per month. Because uniforms were not supplied by the army, their dress code included a brown, gray, or black dress with no bows. Nurses were not permitted to have hair curls, jewelry, or hoopskirts. The nurses recruited by Dix were found in every Union hospital and on virtually all battlefields of the war.

Clarissa “Clara” Harlowe Barton was another significant influence on the American nursing profession. After the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Barton, who was working as a clerk for the U.S. Patent Office, encountered wounded Union troops who were housed in the U.S. Senate chamber. Supplying food, comfort, and aid to these soldiers, she realized that her greatest contributions were not as a patent clerk. Shortly afterward, she founded a civilian agency that gathered and distributed medical supplies to the wounded and sick soldiers. She supported other relief organizations and was one of the few women nurses during the Civil War who actually worked on battlefields. Labeled the “Angel of the Battlefield,” she nursed Union soldiers during and after many battles. In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln appointed Barton supervisor of the Missing Soldiers Office. Her most lasting legacy was the establishment after the war of the American National Red Cross on May 21, 1881. She served as its president for 22 years.

Other notable Union nurses include Mary A. R. Livermore, Margaret Breckinridge, Helen Louise Gilson, Katherine Wormeley, the three Woolsey sisters (Jane Stuart, Abby, and Georgeanna), Annie Wittenmyer, and Mary Ann Bickerdyke.
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Nurse Annie Bell caring for two wounded Union soldiers in a hospital at Nashville, Tennessee, following the Battle of Nashville, December 15–16, 1864. (Corbis)

The first nurses on the Confederate side had also been recuperating male soldiers. In the South, there were no government-sanctioned standard qualifications or formal training for nurses. Prior to the war, nursing of family members was considered a woman’s duty; therefore, Southern women were already accustomed to caring for ill patients. Throughout the war, most women depended on past experience and natural talent to care for the wounded soldiers. Confederate hospitals were generally established in any available buildings, such as private homes, churches, donated structures, and even barns. Unlike the requirements imposed on Union nurses by Dix, there were no age restrictions for Southern nurses. Duties were much the same as for Union nurses, although supplies and medicines in sufficient quantities were often lacking. In addition, when fighting drew near a medical facility, nurses often evacuated patients to safer locations and frequently became frontline nurses.

Notable Confederate nurses were Fanny Beers, Kate Cumming, Ella K. Newsom, and Sally Louisa Tompkins. Tompkins equipped her Richmond home as a 22-bed infirmary and was the only woman to hold a commission as a captain in the Confederate cavalry.

The Orders of Catholic Sisters also participated in caring for sick and wounded soldiers on both sides during the Civil War. At the outbreak of the war, the Catholic sisters were among the few organized and trained nurses. By the end of the war, more than 280 sisters had nursed both Union and Confederate soldiers in 28 established hospitals, aboard steamships, and on battlefields. Called the “black caps” by the soldiers, they worked on the battlefields in full habits. Nine sisters are known to have died in service during the Civil War.

By the end of the Civil War, more than 20,000 women and 30,000 men had been involved with nursing and relief aid.

M. LYNN BARNES
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Oak Grove, Battle of

Event Date: June 25, 1862

Initial battle of the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). The Battle of Oak Grove, also known as the Battle of French’s Field and the Battle of King’s School House, occurred in Henrico County, Virginia, east of the Confederate capital of Richmond, the target of Union major general George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign.

Following the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), the overly cautious McClellan, whose Army of the Potomac enjoyed an overwhelming numerical advantage over Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, remained quiescent for three and a half weeks. This respite allowed Lee, who had taken command of the Army of Northern Virginia from the wounded General Joseph E. Johnston, time to reorganize. Warned by intelligence reports that Confederate troops under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson would soon be moving from the Shenandoah Valley to reinforce Lee, McClellan finally took action. Seeking to resume the offensive before Jackson’s men could arrive, McClellan tried to advance his lines westward about one and a half miles in order to control high ground on Nine Mile Road around Old Tavern, bringing Richmond within range of his heavy siege guns.

The attack would be mounted by two divisions of Major General Samuel P. Heintzelman’s III Corps, those commanded by Brigadier Generals Joseph Hooker and Philip Kearny. Two brigades drawn from II and IV Corps would be held in reserve. The attack would be mounted against the three Confederate brigades of Major General Benjamin Huger’s division and occurred along an east-west axis centered on the Williamsburg Road. The battle was named for a stand of tall oak trees between the two armies, known locally as Oak Grove, which had been the site of Confederate major general Daniel H. Hill’s attack during the Battle of Seven Pines and had since seen numerous clashes between the pickets of both sides.

At 8:30 a.m. on June 25, Hooker ordered forward brigades commanded by Brigadier Generals Daniel E. Sickles (on the Union right) and Cuvier Grover (Union center). On the Union left, Kearny advanced only a single brigade under Brigadier General John C. Robinson. Although the Union left and center made good progress, the soldiers on the Union right had difficulty with their own abatis and swampy terrain. They then encountered stiff Confederate resistance and fell behind. Huger took advantage of the Union disorganization to mount a counterattack with Brigadier General Ambrose R. Wright’s brigade against Grover’s brigade in the Union center. Meanwhile, Confederate brigadier general Robert Ransom’s brigade broke up a delayed attack by Sickles’s men.

Heintzelman then ordered reinforcements forward and notified McClellan, who was attempting to direct the battle by telegraph three miles to the rear. In a mistaken decision, an alarmed McClellan now ordered the attack suspended and the Union troops to return to their entrenchments until he could arrive. Two and a half hours later at 1:00 p.m., McClellan, now aware of the true situation, ordered the troops forward again to retake the ground yielded earlier. Fighting continued until nightfall.

McClellan’s halfhearted Union effort gained some 600 yards and failed to derail Lee’s plans to take the offensive. Lee struck in force the next day at Beaver Dam Creek, north of the Chickahominy River near Mechanicsville, in what must be judged as the real beginning of the Seven Days’ Campaign. Union casualties in the Battle of Oak Grove totaled 626 (68 killed, 503 wounded, and 55 missing); Confederate losses were 441 (66 killed, 362 wounded, and 13 missing).
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Odell, Moses Fowler

Birth Date: February 24, 1818

Death Date: June 13, 1866

U.S. congressman. Moses Fowler Odell was born on February 24, 1818, in Tarrytown, New York. He embarked on a career in business and then became involved in local Democratic Party politics. In 1845 he took a patronage position as a clerk in the New York Customs House. He then worked as a public appraiser before being elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1860. Upon taking office in 1861, he became chairman of the Committee on Expenditures. As a War Democrat and one of the few Democrats left in the Congress, he accepted an appointment to the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War on December 10, 1861.

The majority of this important committee was made up of Radical Republicans, so Odell was the main voice of Democratic opinion during its deliberations. He steadfastly pushed for investigations into both military affairs and personnel, which was not always well received by his fellow committee members.

In 1864, Odell did not stand for reelection and left the House in March 1865, when President Andrew Johnson appointed him as a naval agent for the port of New York. Odell held that post until he died of cancer on June 13, 1866, in Brooklyn, New York.
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Offensive-Defensive Strategy

Term employed by Confederate president Jefferson Davis to characterize the South’s military strategy during the Civil War. The offensive-defensive strategy was intended to reap the benefits of the defensive—which experts generally considered a stronger form of warfare than the offensive—while conducting sufficient offensive operations to keep Union forces off balance.

When hopes that a single decisive battle would end the war faded following the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), both sides devised strategies for a protracted war. Southern leaders well understood the implications of the facts that the North was considerably more populous and had 10 times the industrial capacity of the South. Despite these great disadvantages, Southern leaders believed that the Confederacy could win the war.

Because the South’s strategic objective of independence did not require conquering the North, the primary strategy could be defensive. The South would deploy its troops and fight its campaigns in order to keep Union armies out of Southern territory. The Confederates had the advantage of fighting on interior lines. Over time, Southern leaders expected Northern public opinion to tire of the war, forcing Union leaders to sue for peace.

However, a totally defensive strategy, one that passively awaits attack, surrenders certain advantages to an enemy. The major advantage it yields is the initiative—the enemy can pick the time and place of attack and pace the action as he pleases. Additionally, the Confederacy could not adopt a strictly defensive posture for political reasons. Southerners believed that their armies could defeat any Union army and demanded offensive action. An offensive component to the strategy was thus desirable and indeed necessary.

Confederate leaders therefore elected to include occasional large-scale offensive actions to supplement their overall defensive posture. The Confederates designed their attacks to disrupt Union offensive preparations, secure supplies, and influence Northern and Southern as well as foreign opinion. The ultimate intent was still defensive—the Confederates did not design their offensives to capture enemy territory, except perhaps during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) and the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). Instead, they hoped to create more favorable defensive or political opportunities.

The offensive-defensive strategy is essentially an attrition strategy. That is, it seeks victory by gradually wearing down enemy military forces and political will. In time, the price paid for any advance outstrips the political benefit to be gained, and a rational opponent sues for peace. The major modern criticism of the strategy as executed by the Confederacy was that it overemphasized the offensive element. Maneuvers intended to disrupt Union forces resulted in significant battles that eroded Confederate manpower as much or more than they did the Union ranks in terms of percentage of force. Confederate offensive tactics were thus unnecessarily wasteful. Critics generally believe that the Confederacy should have fought almost exclusively on the defensive, even to the point of adopting widespread guerrilla warfare, and contend that the Union could not have sustained a longer war and would have eventually conceded to Southern demands. Proponents of the offensive-defensive strategy point out how well the Confederates did and how difficult and unpopular a purely defensive strategy would have been.
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Oglesby, Richard James

Birth Date: July 25, 1824

Death Date: April 24, 1899

Union officer, three-time governor of Illinois, and U.S. senator. Richard James Oglesby was born on July 25, 1824, in Floydsburg, Kentucky. Orphaned as a child, he was raised by an uncle in Decatur, Illinois. After working as a farmer and tradesman, Oblesby studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1845. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served as a first lieutenant of Illinois volunteers. In 1849, lured by the California Gold Rush, he went west to seek his fortune. By 1851 he was back in Illinois practicing law, having found no significant amounts of gold. In 1860 he was elected to the Illinois Senate, where he was a strong supporter of Abraham Lincoln.

After the Civil War began in 1861, Oglesby resigned his senate seat and was appointed colonel of the 8th Illinois Infantry Regiment. He served in southern Illinois and eastern Missouri during the spring and summer of 1861 and commanded the 1st Brigade, 1st Division, under Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant in early 1862, participating in the Battles of Fort Henry (February 6, 1862) and Fort Donelson (February 13–16). On March 21, Oglesby was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. He received a severe wound at the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), which sidelined him until the following spring. On November 29, he was promoted to major general.

Oglesby rejoined Grant during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and commanded a division in the Army of the Tennessee. After Vicksburg fell, Oglesby took a medical leave of absence to completely recover from his injury. On May 26, 1864, he formally resigned his commission, hoping to be elected governor of Illinois.

Oglesby waged a successful campaign, during which he took every opportunity to laud the Lincoln administration’s war policies. Taking office in early 1865, Oglesby supported Lincoln’s Reconstruction plans and sought to accommodate the administration as much as possible. After Lincoln was assassinated, Oglesby became a vociferous opponent of President Andrew Johnson’s postwar policies. Oglesby proved to be a progressive governor, championing internal improvements and modernizing care for the mentally ill and the indigent.

In 1872, state Republican operatives convinced a reluctant Oglesby to run for another term as governor. The former governor struck a deal whereby if he was elected, he would promptly resign, allowing the lieutenant governor to appoint him to the U.S. Senate. Oglesby prevailed, took office on January 13, resigned on January 23, and was soon appointed to the Senate, where he served from March 1873 until March 1879. He ran successfully for a third term as governor, serving from 1885 until 1889. After running unsuccessfully for another term in the U.S. Senate, Oglesby retired to his estate in Elkhart, Illinois, where he died on April 24, 1899.
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Ohio

Important midwestern Union state. Ohio encompasses 41,330 square miles and is bordered by Indiana to the west, Pennsylvania and West Virginia to the east, Michigan and Lake Erie to the north, and Kentucky and West Virginia to the south. With 2,339,511 people in 1860, Ohio was the third most populous state in the Union, behind only Pennsylvania and New York. Ohio’s large and diverse industrial base, impressive agricultural output, and long border along the pivotal Ohio River made it critical to the Union war effort. In some ways Ohio had certain characteristics of a border state, due in part to its proximity to Kentucky and Virginia and pockets of pro-Southern sympathizers, mainly in the southern parts of the state. Ohio’s economy was also tied closely with that of the South.

By the 1860s, Ohio had developed an impressive array of industries, was home to numerous mines, and boasted a widespread network of rail lines that served almost every corner of the state. Most of Ohio’s industry was concentrated in the north along Lake Erie, from Toledo in the northwest to Cleveland in the northeast. Columbus, located in the middle of the state, and Cincinnati, on the Ohio River in the southwestern corner of the state, were also important manufacturing and rail centers. In spite of the large number of urban and industrialized areas in the state, Ohio was also a major agricultural producer, which helped feed the Union armies.

Although there were small pockets of strong pro-Confederate sympathizers and a fairly large number of Ohioans who did not support the war, the Republican Party controlled most aspects of state politics. There were some exceptions to this, however, including several Democrats in Congress. In 1863, Ohio Democrats fought valiantly to get Democrat Clement Vallandigham elected governor, going so far as to back his candidacy even after he had sought refuge in Canada for having bitterly denounced the draft. In the southern portions of the state, the so-called Peace Democrats, who did not technically support the Confederacy, nevertheless denounced the war and President Abraham Lincoln’s policies. As the war continued, however, support for Lincoln solidified in the state, particularly in 1864.

In 1861, Ohioans responded with enthusiasm to Lincoln’s call for soldiers, and the state quickly mustered 23 volunteer infantry regiments for three-month terms of service, 10 more than the state’s quota. Later the enlistment time would be lengthened to three years of service. Recruitment fell after the initial enlistments, and during 1862–1863, draft resistance became a problem, especially in Holmes and Noble Counties. By 1864, however, recruitment enjoyed a resurgence. Over the course of the war, Ohio supported 230 infantry and cavalry regiments, 26 light artillery regiments, and 5 companies of sharpshooters. A total of 365,000 Ohioans served, making Ohio first in the nation for the percentage of men aged 18–45 serving in the war. At its peak, the percentage was 60 percent of the adult male population. Among those who served were 5,000 free blacks. Some 25,000 Ohioans died in the war.

Perhaps more than any other state, Ohio provided many military and political leaders. Among those who were born in Ohio or resided there were William T. Sherman, Ulysses S. Grant, Philip H. Sheridan, Irvin McDowell, George B. McClellan, Salmon P. Chase, and Edwin M. Stanton. Ohio politicians who would later run on their Civil war records included Presidents Rutherford B. Hayes, James A. Garfield, and William McKinley.

Ohio was relatively untouched by fighting during the war. In 1862, Confederate moves into northern Kentucky caused Cincinnati residents to take up defensive positions, but no attack on the city occurred. Most famously, during July 2–26, 1863, Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan’s cavalry dashed through the southern part of the state but was ultimately stopped and captured after a short battle at Salineville, Ohio.
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Ohio, Union Army of the

Name applied to two entirely different Union armies during the Civil War. Both were created within the Department of the Ohio, which consisted primarily of the states of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and Kentucky east of the Cumberland River. The first army, under the command of Major General Don Carlos Buell, was in existence from the autumn of 1861 until its name was changed to the Army of the Cumberland on October 24, 1862. The second army, led first by Major General Ambrose E. Burnside and then by Major General John M. Schofield, was created in the spring of 1863 and formally disbanded on August 1, 1865.

Buell was appointed to the command of the first Army of the Ohio in November 1861, and in February 1862 he led his army into Tennessee, occupying Nashville on February 25 and extending Union control over much of central Tennessee. One of Buell’s divisions also advanced into northern Alabama, occupying Huntsville on April 11, 1862.

Buell then moved the larger part of his army on to Pittsburg Landing on the Tennessee River, where his arrival on the battlefield at Shiloh late on April 6 tipped the balance in favor of Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s troops, which counterattacked the next day and pushed the enemy off the field. Most of Buell’s troops moved as part of Major General Henry W. Halleck’s force to Corinth, Mississippi, in May. When Confederate troops led by General Braxton Bragg invaded Kentucky, Buell moved to counter the invasion, fighting the Battle of Perryville (October 8). Less than a month after that battle, the Army of the Ohio ceased to exist when it was renamed the Army of the Cumberland.

The second Army of the Ohio was formed in the spring of 1863 after Major General Ambrose Burnside, the former commander of the Army of the Potomac, took command of the Department of the Ohio. Burnside’s old command, IX Corps, followed the general to his new department. XXIII Corps was organized on April 27, 1863, from other troops in the department, and this field force became the new Army of the Ohio. After the reorganization, Burnside’s troops advanced into eastern Tennessee, capturing Knoxville on September 2.

Following the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), General Bragg sent Lieutenant General James Longstreet with 17,000 troops to recapture Knoxville. Burnside withdrew into the heavily defended city and withstood a siege that lasted from November 17 to December 2, 1863. When Union reinforcements approached, Longstreet withdrew into southwestern Virginia after several minor skirmishes in early December.

After Burnside was transferred to the eastern theater, Major General John M. Schofield took command of the Army of the Ohio on February 9, 1864. Schofield and part of his army then joined Major General William T. Sherman’s force gathering in northern Georgia. Schofield’s field troops consisted of three divisions of XXIII Corps and a Cavalry division led by Major General George Stoneman. The 12,800-man Army of the Ohio was the smallest of Sherman’s three combined armies.

During the ensuing Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Schofield’s force performed well, fighting in the Battles of Resaca (May 13–15), Kennesaw Mountain (June 27), and Utoy Creek (August 5–6) as well as numerous smaller skirmishes. Stoneman’s cavalry division participated in a major raid designed to destroy railroads linking Atlanta to Confederate supply sources. The raid failed, however, with Stoneman and 700 of his men being taken prisoner near Macon, Georgia, on July 29.

Following the Atlanta Campaign, Schofield’s corps moved back into Tennessee as the Confederate Army of Tennessee invaded its namesake state, fighting at Franklin (November 30) and Nashville (December 15–16). Schofield and most of XXIII Corps were then transferred by rail to Washington, D.C., and then by sea to North Carolina, where Schofield was placed in command of his own corps plus a newly reorganized X Corps. This force captured Wilmington, North Carolina, on February 22, 1865, and then advanced inland to link up with Sherman’s troops marching north through the interior of the state. After joining Sherman on March 23, Schofield’s two corps, operating as the Army of the Ohio, remained with Sherman’s army until the war was over. The troops performed garrison duty in North Carolina until the army was officially disbanded on August 1, 1865.
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Well-Known Union Armies during the Civil War






	Name
	Chief Area of Operation
	Famous Commanders



	Army of the Cumberland
	Tennessee, Georgia
	William S. Rosecrans George Henry Thomas



	Army of Georgia
	Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina
	Henry W. Slocum



	Army of the Gulf
	Louisiana, Alabama
	Benjamin Butler Nathaniel P. Banks Edward Canby



	Army of the James
	Virginia
	Benjamin Butler Edward Ord



	Army of the Mississippi
	Mississippi River region
	John Pope William S. Rosecrans John A. McClernand



	Army of the Ohio
	Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia
	Don Carlos Buell Ambrose E. Burnside John G. Foster John M. Schofield



	Army of the Potomac
	Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, North Carolina
	George B. McClellan Ambrose E. Burnside Joseph Hooker George G. Meade



	Army of the Shenandoah
	Virginia, West Virginia
	David Hunter Philip Sheridan Horatio G. Wright



	Army of the Tennessee
	Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina
	Ulysses S. Grant William T. Sherman James B. McPherson Oliver O. Howard



	Army of Virginia
	Virginia
	John Pope
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Ohio, Union Department of the

Federal military administrative unit first established on May 3, 1861, and initially commanded by Major General George B. McClellan. The Union Department of the Ohio encompassed Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. The department was expanded by General Order No. 19 on May 9, 1861, to include portions of western Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. McClellan was replaced by Brigadier General William Rosecrans on July 23, 1861, who commanded until September 21. Brigadier General Ormsby Mitchel assumed command that same day.

On November 9 the Department of the Cumberland merged with the Department of the Ohio, and Major General Don Carlos Buell took command of the enlarged, consolidated unit on November 15. The new department encompassed Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and the part of Kentucky east of the Cumberland River.

On March 11, 1862, Buell’s command was temporarily subsumed by the newly created Department of the Mississippi. On August 19, 1862, the Department of the Ohio was resurrected under the command of Major General Horatio Wright. The new incarnation included Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, and all of Kentucky east of the Tennessee River, including the Cumberland Gap. Major General Ambrose P. Burnside assumed command on March 25, 1863, and held the post until December 9, at which time Major General John G. Foster took command. Foster was relieved on February 9, 1864, by Major General John M. Schofield, who held command until November 17, 1864, when he was replaced by Major General George Stoneman. On January 17, 1865, the department was reorganized out of existence and was appended to the Department of the Cumberland.
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Ohio Penitentiary

State prison built in Columbus, Ohio, in 1834 and used to house select Confederate prisoners of war (POWs) from early August 1863 until March 1864. The Ohio Penitentiary was located adjacent to present-day downtown Columbus and was in operation from 1834 until 1983. The last of the buildings were torn down in 1998 to make way for modern edifices. The prison was notorious for its dangerous inmates, occasional riots, and executions. It became the only site of state executions in 1897 and remained so until 1963, at which time the State of Ohio banned the death penalty. A total of 315 prisoners were executed at the penitentiary, including several women.

The prison compound was a foreboding-looking place—it covered numerous acres and featured prison buildings and cell blocks that were four stories high. There were heavy iron bars on all the windows. Discipline was harsh in the mid-19th century, and the death rate among inmates was high, owing to fights, abuse by guards, and especially illness and infectious disease. Inmates caught breaking the rules were often thrown into a dungeon-like facility in the prison’s basement and fed only bread and water. At its peak in 1955, the prison’s population was 5,235. The population during the Civil War is not known for certain, but it was probably around 3,000.

After Confederate raider Brigadier General John Hunt Morgan and 30 of his troopers (most of them officers) were captured on July 26, 1863, in southern Ohio, they were sent to the Ohio Penitentiary. Ohio governor David Tod believed that Camp Chase, a POW camp just outside Columbus, was not equipped to handle such high-profile detainees. He thus ordered the penitentiary’s warden, Nathaniel Merion, to make room for Hunt and his men. After that, perhaps another 30–40 Confederate POWs were housed in the prison at any one time, but most were there only temporarily. At first they were housed among the general population and were subjected to the standard rules and regulations. After Morgan complained to Governor Tod that he and his men were not being accorded the standard treatment due POWs, Tod ordered Merion to ease up on the Confederate prisoners. They were then allowed to receive packages from friends and family and were permitted to buy certain items using their own money.

Morgan and six of his men launched a daring, successful escape from the penitentiary on November 26, 1863, after tunneling for 23 days through the floor of a ground-level cell, scaling the 25-foot-high walls using sheets as ropes, and eluding guards on the periphery. Three of the men were caught a few days later, but Morgan and the others made it safely to Tennessee on December 23.

After Morgan’s escape, POWs were kept away from the general population and housed in cells on the top floor. They were also forbidden from taking meals in the communal dining facility. Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton ordered all POWs at the Ohio Penitentiary to be moved to Fort Delaware on March 18, 1864. From then on, the prison housed no Confederate prisoners.
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Okolona, Battle of

Event Date: February 22, 1864

Engagement during Major General William T. Sherman’s Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864). On February 1, 1864, to divert attention from his own operation to destroy the Confederate rail and supply center of Meridian, Mississippi, Sherman ordered Brigadier General William S. Smith to depart Collierville near Memphis, Tennessee, with 7,000 cavalry and raid from Pontotoc, Mississippi, through Okolona along the Memphis & Ohio Railroad, destroying track and food stocks and occupying Confederate cavalry under Major General Nathan B. Forrest, engaging and, Sherman hoped, defeating that force. Smith was then to join Sherman at Meridian on February 10.

Smith delayed his departure to await reinforcements, which Sherman subsequently considered a violation of orders. Smith did not depart until February 11, far behind schedule, with 11,000 men and 20 guns.

Proceeding through Confederate territory, Smith’s men inflicted considerable damage while meeting almost no opposition. Soon some 1,000 freed slaves had joined them. On February 20, however, Sherman withdrew from Meridian after virtually destroying it. On that date Smith was nearing West Point, some 90 miles to the north. At both Prairie Station and Aberdeen, Smith’s men skirmished with some of Forrest’s 2,500 cavalrymen. Daunted by Forrest’s reputation, uncertain as to how many men he was facing, and concerned about the safety of the many freed slaves now accompanying him, Smith planned to withdraw.

Smith ordered his men to concentrate at Prairie Station, but shortly after dawn on February 21, the Federals encountered and engaged one of Forrest’s brigades, led by Colonel Jeffrey Forrest, General Forrest’s youngest brother, who managed to draw Smith into a swampy area west of the Tombigbee River. Believing that this was a trap and that he was outnumbered, Smith ordered a withdrawal, leaving a rear guard to cover it. The Union rear guard held off the Confederates for about two hours and then itself withdrew in good order. General Forrest then arrived on the scene and ordered a pursuit, with a running fight occurring during most of the day.

At dawn on February 22, Forrest attacked Smith about 4 miles south of Okolona. Another running fight occurred over a distance of some 11 miles, with both sides attacking and counterattacking. Colonel Forrest was killed in one Confederate charge. On the brink of victory, Smith broke off the fight and headed for Ponotoc. Knowing that his men were almost out of ammunition and being overwhelmed with grief at the death of his brother, General Forrest did not pursue, although Mississippi militiamen harassed the Union column all the way to the Tennessee border. In the fighting of February 20–22, the Confederates suffered 144 casualties (27 killed, 97 wounded, and 20 missing); Union losses were 388 (54 killed, 179 wounded, and 155 missing). Smith arrived back at Collierville on February 26.
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Old Abe

Union mascot. One of the most famous military symbols of the Civil War, Old Abe was the large bald eagle mascot of the 8th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment from 1861 until 1864. Named after President Abraham Lincoln, Old Abe was discovered as a hatchling by Chippewa Native Americans in rural northern Wisconsin in the winter of 1861. Sometime thereafter, the Indians traded the eagle for corn, and the young bird briefly became a pet of the Dan McCann family.

Soon after they acquired the bird, the McCanns presented it to the members of the 8th Wisconsin, which was raising recruits in Eau Claire. As the 8th Wisconsin mustered in, the men of the regiment, particularly those in Company C, officially swore Old Abe in as their mascot and constructed a wooden perch, where the bird would be poised regally in times of battle and during down time as well. By early 1862, the 8th Wisconsin had become known as the Eagle Regiment.
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Old Abe, the live bald eagle mascot of the 8th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

Old Abe was present for some 40 military engagements, and frequently during battle he would soar over the field, screeching and diving toward the enemy. The Confederates who encountered Old Abe derided him as the “Yankee Buzzard.” There were numerous Confederate attempts to capture or kill the bird, but all ended in failure.

On September 28, 1864, Old Abe was retired and presented to the State of Wisconsin. He was then displayed in the state capitol in a cage. In February 1881 the capitol caught fire, and Old Abe suffered from smoke inhalation; he died on March 28. The eagle was then stuffed and placed back on display in the capitol, but its carcass was lost to another fire in 1904. A replica of Old Abe now stands watch in the Wisconsin capitol building.
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Old Capitol Prison

Union prison located in Washington, D.C., that was used to house Confederate prisoners of war (POWs), spies, smugglers, political prisoners, and Union prisoners who had been convicted of various crimes. Situated on 1st Street, approximately where the U.S. Supreme Court building now stands, the main prison building had been used as a meeting place for Congress after the Capitol was torched by British forces during the War of 1812. When the Capitol had been repaired, the building became known as “Old Capitol.” Thereafter it saw varied uses, mainly as a boardinghouse.

The Old Capitol building had fallen into disrepair by 1861, but it was nevertheless retrofitted as a prison and pressed into service in August 1861. It was designed to hold 500 prisoners, while a newly built annex, Carroll Prison, was to hold 1,000 inmates. Within months, however, the population had swelled to capacity, and by early 1863 as many as 2,760 prisoners were housed in the complex. Between 1861 and 1865, 5,781 prisoners were processed through the Old Capitol Prison; these included a number of Confederate generals and women who had been suspected or convicted of spying, including Belle Boyd, Virginia Lomax, and Rose O’Neal Greenhow.

Living conditions were extraordinarily difficult in the prison. Bathing facilities and waste-disposal measures were crude at best, heating in the winter was spotty, food was poor, and the prison was rife with vermin of all sorts, including rats, mice, lice, and cockroaches. The women’s quarters were better on average than were the men’s, but not extraordinarily so. Because of its location, William P. Wood, the prison superintendent, insisted on strict discipline. Any convict seen touching the bars that covered the windows was liable to be shot dead by guards.

Prisoners who had access to cash were allowed to purchase supplemental food and other items but at exorbitant prices. A few prisoners, especially the women, were permitted to receive small gift packages from family or friends. Despite the conditions and overcrowding, the death rate among inmates was not astronomical; it is believed that 457 detainees died between 1861 and 1865. Indeed, conditions at the Old Capitol Prison were substantially better than at other POW sites. By the autumn of 1865, U.S. officials began dismantling the prison, and within a decade both the main prison and the annex had been demolished.
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Olden, Charles Smith

Birth Date: February 19, 1799

Death Date: April 7, 1876

Governor of New Jersey (1860–1863). Charles Smith Olden was born on February 19, 1799, in Princeton, New Jersey, to a Quaker family. Until 1823, he worked in his father’s store. Olden then became a chief clerk in a Philadelphia commercial enterprise. In 1826 he established his own business in New Orleans, which was a considerable success. By 1834, he had sold the business and amassed sufficient funds to return to Princeton in semiretirement. In 1845 he was elected to the New Jersey Senate, where he remained until 1851. He later joined the newly established Republican Party and sat on the board of a bank in Trenton, New Jersey.

In 1859 Olden received the Republican nomination for governor and went on to win a close election in the autumn of that year. Taking office on January 17, 1860, he did not allow his Quaker beliefs to interfere with his actions during the secession crisis and the ensuing Civil War. In the early spring of 1860, he received authorization from the state legislature to increase the size of New Jersey’s militia. Although he preferred continued compromise to war, when war did come in April 1861, he steadfastly supported the Abraham Lincoln administration’s war program.

In 1861 Olden helped raise some $500,000 from New Jersey banks to provide adequate war funds, and he responded promptly to the federal government’s request for troops. Although he supported the Lincoln White House in most instances, Olden decried the suspension of habeas corpus, fearing that it might be expanded to include New Jersey, and he directed state officials to prevent Union authorities from making arbitrary arrests in his state.

Olden left office on January 20, 1863, because the New Jersey Constitution barred him from serving consecutive terms. Thereafter he was a judge on the New Jersey Court of Errors and Appeals and on the Court of Pardons. In 1872 he was a presidential elector. Olden died on April 7, 1876, in Princeton, New Jersey.
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Olmsted, Frederick Law

Birth Date: April 26, 1822

Death Date: August 28, 1903

Noted landscape architect, urban planner, and general secretary of the U.S. Sanitary Commission (1861–1863). Frederick Law Olmsted was born on April 26, 1822, in Hartford, Connecticut. His schooling was erratic, and he lost the opportunity to attend college because of illness. As a result, Olmsted explored many potential careers before a tour of England sparked his interest in landscape gardening. He envisioned so-called People’s Parks in America, like the publicly owned Birkenhead Park outside Liverpool. The trip resulted in his first successful book, Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England (1852).

Olmsted became involved with writing during the 1850s as a New York Times roving correspondent throughout the South. His keen management skills and his imaginative improvements of appearance and convenience at his Staten Island farm contributed to his appointment as superintendent for the development of Central Park in New York City in 1857. Olmsted produced the winning design for the park in collaboration with English architect Calvert Vaux. During the next 20 years, Olmsted worked intermittently on Central Park, one of the first large parks designed specifically for public use.

With the onset of the Civil War, in 1861 Olmsted began serving as general secretary of the U.S. Sanitary Commission. Marshaling his organizational prowess, he insisted on efficiency. He streamlined the organization, centralized management, and supervised its branch offices. His insistence on these measures earned him the sobriquet “Old Boss Devil” among Sanitary Commission workers and managers. Not surprisingly, Olmsted’s management style caused friction with the commission’s branches, which chafed under his regimentation. He also worked to limit the influence of competing philanthropic organizations, at which he was less than successful. Olmsted resigned in September 1863, angry that the organization’s executive committee would not completely support his hierarchical management style. Nevertheless, the Sanitary Commission was well run and coordinated during his tenure.

From 1863 to 1865, Olmsted was the development manager for Mariposa Estates in California; he then returned to New York, where he resumed work on Central Park. Olmsted designed other parks, including ones in Brooklyn, New York; suburban Chicago; and Boston. He also worked on the landscaping for the U.S. Capitol. Among Olmsted’s many landscape designs for private estates, the most prominent was George Washington Vanderbilt’s massive Biltmore estate near Asheville, North Carolina (1888), which encompassed more than 2,000 acres of mountain and river valley terrain.

Olmsted’s last major design was for the World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago (1893). The design meshed with his plan for a waterfront park (Jackson Park) to be created there as part of his earlier design for a Chicago park system (1871).

Olmsted retired in 1895, but his son and stepson carried on his work. Olmsted died on August 28, 1903, in Belmont, Massachusetts, leaving a legacy of 20 parks, 7 park systems, 21 college campuses, 175 estates, and other projects in which designed landscape elements were used to enhance the scenery.
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Olustee, Battle of

Event Date: February 20, 1864

Engagement during an abortive attempt to establish Union control in northern Florida. Fought about 50 miles southwest of Jacksonville in Baker County on February 20, 1864, the Battle of Olustee was the largest engagement in Florida during the war.

The campaign in northern Florida was the brainchild of Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase, who would seek the Republican nomination for president in 1864. He believed that a successful campaign in Florida, assisted by Unionists there, could bring Florida back into the Union, greatly aiding his political aspirations. President Abraham Lincoln endorsed the idea, with his own political future in mind. In December 1863, Major General Quincy A. Gillmore, commander of the Department of the South that included Florida, embraced the plan.

The War Department approved the plan on February 7, 1864. Union troops were to move inland from Jacksonville, securing Unionist strongholds and destroying Confederate supplies and rail lines. Gillmore dispatched Brigadier General Truman Seymour and a division of 5,500 men, which arrived at Jacksonville by water in mid-February. They then began moving west, with the goal of capturing the rail depot at Olustee on the Florida, Atlantic & Gulf Railroad. Seymour encountered almost no Confederate opposition. Union troops seized towns, torched Confederate camps and supply centers, and freed slaves as they marched west.

On February 20 as the Union troops approached the Olustee Depot, Seymour encountered Confederate brigadier general Joseph Finegan and a largely infantry force of some 5,000 men, supported by 12 guns. Finegan sent forward an infantry brigade under Brigadier General Alfred Colquitt to engage the Union troops, and Seymour ordered his leading brigade to seize Colquitt’s artillery. The Union troops were quickly cut down. Indeed, many were so unnerved by the enfilading Confederate fire that they fled to the rear, and the pursuing Confederates seized 2 Union guns.

Heavy fighting lasted for several hours. Seymour ordered another frontal assault, which was beaten back and resulted in the loss of three additional Union guns. Late in the day Finegan committed his reserves, breaking the Union line. In late afternoon, Seymour ordered a general retreat eastward.

Union casualties in the battle were 1,861 dead or wounded, a 34 percent casualty rate, while the Confederates suffered only 946 casualties, or about 19 percent. Finnegan botched the pursuit, however, and Seymour’s force reached Jacksonville without further loss and was soon back in South Carolina.
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O’Neal, Edward Asbury

Birth Date: September 20, 1818

Death Date: November 7, 1890

Confederate officer. Edward Asbury O’Neal was born in Madison City, Alabama Territory, on September 20, 1818. O’Neal was just four years old when his father died and received his secondary education at Huntsville Green Academy. He graduated from LaGrange College in 1836. O’Neal later studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1840. He began his law practice in Florence, Alabama, and the following year was appointed to the office of solicitor for the Fourth Circuit. He unsuccessfully ran for Congress in 1848.

With the outbreak of the Civil War, on June 26, 1861, O’Neal joined the 9th Alabama Infantry Regiment, predominately drawn from northern counties along the Tennessee River. O’Neal was elected major in June 1861 and promoted to lieutenant colonel in October. In the spring of 1862 he became the colonel of the 26th Alabama Infantry. He fought with this regiment into 1863 and participated in various campaigns with the Army of Northern Virginia. O’Neal was wounded during the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), again during the Maryland Campaign (September 1862), and a third time while temporarily leading a brigade in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). In June 1863 O’Neal received promotion to brigadier general and command of the brigade, when Brigadier General Robert E. Rodes was promoted to division commander. However, General Robert E. Lee withdrew the promotion because of O’Neal’s poor performance during the first day of fighting at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), and O’Neal reverted to his regimental command.

Early in 1864, O’Neal was sent back to Alabama to recruit and reorganize the 26th Alabama, returning to Virginia later in the spring. O’Neal and the 26th Alabama were then transferred to the Army of Tennessee at Dalton, Georgia. In June 1864 during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), O’Neal assumed command of a brigade at Marietta but was relieved of command following the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20, 1864). He served the remainder of the war on detached duty with the Conscription Bureau in Alabama, arresting deserters from the Army of Tennessee.

Following the war, O’Neal returned to Florence, Alabama, and resumed his law practice. In 1875 he was elected as a delegate to the 1875 Constitutional Convention, serving as chairman of the Committee on Education. Beginning in 1882, O’Neal served two terms as governor of Alabama. He focused his administration on tax reduction, prison reform, and increased aid to education, with the Alabama legislature granting more than 46,000 acres to found the University of Alabama. At the end of his second term in 1886, O’Neal returned to public life in Florence, where he died on November 7, 1890.
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Opdycke, Samuel Emerson

Birth Date: January 7, 1830

Death Date: April 25, 1884

Union officer. Samuel Emerson Opdycke was born in Trumbull County, Ohio, on January 7, 1830, into a family whose members had served in the American Revolutionary War and the War of 1812. Educated in local schools, he moved to California in a futile attempt to strike it rich in the Gold Rush before returning to Ohio and settling in Warren, where he became a merchant.

An abolitionist, Opdycke enlisted in the 41st Ohio Infantry Regiment, commanded by Colonel William B. Hazen, following the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Opdycke was commissioned a first lieutenant on August 26, 1861. Promoted to captain in January 1862, he early on proved his fitness for high command. He won notice for his role in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7), when he grabbed the colors from the fallen standard-bearer and carried them at the front in an assault on April 7.

In September 1862 Opdycke resigned his commission and returned to Ohio to help recruit a new regiment—the 125th Ohio. He became its lieutenant colonel on October 1 and its colonel on January 1, 1863. Known as Opdycke’s Tigers, the regiment was ordered to Kentucky and took part in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863). Opdycke’s Tigers also played an important role during the Union stand at Horseshoe Ridge in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20). In the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), Opdycke’s men were some of the first Union troops to gain the summit of Missionary Ridge (November 25).

Opdycke took command of a brigade in the spring of 1864, leading it during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Although badly wounded in the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15, 1864), Opdycke returned to action in time to lead a brigade of IV Corps in the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain (June 27, 1864).

In August 1864, Opdycke took command of a brigade in Brigadier General George D. Wagner’s division of the Army of the Cumberland, serving in it for the rest of the war. Opdycke then took part in the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). In the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), Wagner ordered his three brigades to take up a vulnerable position in advance of the main Union line. Opdycke argued with Wagner and marched his brigade into a reserve position behind the Union line. The Confederates broke through Wagner’s advanced position, but Odpycke immediately moved his men forward and led a furious counterattack that sealed the breakthrough and captured a number of Confederates and 10 battle flags. For his role in the Union victory, Opdycke was brevetted major general of volunteers. He was promoted to full-grade brigadier general on July 26, 1865, and resigned his volunteer commission in January 1866.

Postbellum, Opdycke moved to New York City, where he became a dry goods merchant, wrote articles on the war, and was active in veterans’ affairs. On April 22, 1884, in New York City, Opdycke accidentally shot himself while cleaning his pistol; he died three days later.
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Opequon Creek, Battle of

See Winchester, Third Battle of
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Orange & Alexandria Railroad

Strategic rail line tying northern Virginia with south-central Virginia. Covering some 170 miles, the Orange & Alexandria Railroad linked Alexandria in the north with Lynchburg, via Gordonsville, in the south. At Gordonsville, the line intersected with the Virginia Central Railroad, which connected Staunton in the Shenandoah Valley with Richmond. At the Orange & Alexandria’s terminus in Lynchburg, the rail line converged with the Southside Railroad and the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad. The Orange & Alexandria Railroad, chartered in 1848, was a single-track system with a gauge of 4′8.5″. The first phase of the line, between Alexandria and Orange County (Gordonsville), was completed in 1854; the remainder of the line was finished in 1860.

The railroad was one of the most strategic of all lines during the Civil War because of its location, and both Union and Confederate forces utilized it between 1861 and 1865. During the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), fighting occurred all along the line in northern Virginia. The railroad was critically important to the Army of Northern Virginia, which transported thousands of soldiers on it. In the autumn of 1862, in 1863, and in the winter of 1864, numerous Union armies utilized the line to station troops along the Rappahannock River. Union officials estimated that the single line could supply a 200,000-man army if necessary.
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Locomotive on the Orange & Alexandria Railroad during the Second Battle of Bull Run in August 1862. The Orange & Alexandria was a major Virginia rail line running from Alexandria south to Lynchburg. (Library of Congress)

The Confederates, however, had a hard time harnessing the railroad to full effect. The line’s management was inept at best, and by early 1862 its operations were plagued by shortages of ties, rails, rolling stock, and other items. By mid-1862, a single run from Manassas Junction to Gordonsville—just 51 miles—took nearly 36 hours to complete. Nevertheless, the rail line remained opened until war’s end, and in 1864 the Confederates employed it to stave off the capture of Lynchburg. After the war ended, the railroad was financially strapped, and it became a somewhat marginal line. In 1873 it came under the control of the powerful Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. Today, parts of the original line are still in use by the Norfolk Southern line and Amtrak.
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Orchard Knob, Battle of

Event Date: November 23, 1863

Engagement during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). On November 23, 1863, Major General Ulysses S. Grant, commander of the Military Division of the Mississippi, ordered Major General George H. Thomas, commanding the Army of the Cumberland, to undertake a reconnaissance in force against Orchard Knob, a prominent mound between the city of Chattanooga and Missionary Ridge, to determine if information Grant had received that Confederate general Braxton Bragg might be withdrawing his army from Missionary Ridge was correct. Grant’s plans to drive the Confederates from Chattanooga were completed, but he feared that Bragg might escape before he launched his offensive.

Orchard Knob was located on a ridge between the Confederate main line, at the base of Missionary Ridge, and the Union breastworks that defended Chattanooga. Confederate brigadier general Arthur Manigault held the ridge with fewer than 700 men. Union brigadier general T. J. Wood, who commanded 5,000 troops from the Army of the Cumberland, was charged with probing the Southern position.

At 12:30 p.m., Wood marched his men out of their works and formed their ranks in the open plain between the opposing lines. The Union troops formed with such precision that the Confederate pickets believed that they were preparing for a review. Indeed, many of Manigault’s men left their rifle pits to get a better look at the show.

At 1:30 p.m., a cannon at Fort Wood fired the signal for the Union line to advance, and Wood’s division surged forward toward the stunned Confederates. Union artillery bombarded Orchard Knob as Manigault’s men scampered to get back to their rifle pits. Wood’s men easily threw the Confederate pickets back on their line along the ridge. Then, in a sharp but short engagement, the Federals drove Manigault’s men from that position back on the main Confederate line at the base of Missionary Ridge. Wood’s men then planted the U.S. flag on the crest of Orchard Knob, proclaiming their possession of the ground.

The Confederates had been pushed back so quickly and the engagement had been of such short duration that casualties on both sides were light, totaling fewer than 200 on each side. Generals Grant and Thomas had only intended for Wood’s force to make a reconnaissance of the ground, but now that it was captured, Thomas sent word to Wood to hold Orchard Knob. Union forces then moved forward to come on line with the position at Orchard Knob, only a mile from Missionary Ridge. The following day, Grant launched his offensive against Bragg’s army on Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge.
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Ord, Edward Otho Cresap

Birth Date: October 18, 1818

Death Date: July 22, 1883

Union officer. Born on October 18, 1818, in Cumberland, Maryland, Edward Otho Cresap Ord moved to Washington, D.C., with his family as a young boy. Educated both locally and at home, he secured an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and graduated with the class of 1839. Commissioned an artillery officer, he was sent to Florida, where he fought in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). Following that service, Ord distinguished himself at various western frontier posts, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1841 and to captain in 1850. While assigned to the artillery school at Fort Monroe, Virginia, in 1859, Ord participated in the operation that captured John Brown at Harpers Ferry. Returning to the West Coast in 1860, Ord was serving in the 3rd U.S. Artillery Regiment stationed at San Francisco upon the beginning of the Civil War.
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Union major general Edward Ord saw extensive combat during the Civil War and was severely wounded twice. Near the end of the war, he commanded the Army of the James. (Library of Congress)

On September 14, 1861, Ord was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers and transferred to Washington, D.C. He took command of a brigade in the Army of the Potomac on October 3. Ord led a successful assault against Confederate brigadier general J. E. B. Stuart at Dranesville, Virginia, on December 20, 1861. Ord went on to command a division in Major General Irvin McDowell’s corps during the early stages of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Promoted to major general of volunteers on May 2, 1862, Ord was then assigned to the Army of the Tennessee in the western theater. He arrived in time to witness the Confederate evacuation of Corinth, Mississippi, and took command of that city on June 22.

Ord subsequently participated in the Battles of Iuka (September 12, 1862) and Corinth (October 3–4, 1862) and was severely wounded at Hatchie River near Pocahontas, Tennessee, while pursuing Confederate major general Earl Van Dorn’s forces retreating from Corinth. In June 1863 Ord returned to duty, replacing Major General John A. McClernand as commander of XIII Corps during the July siege of Jackson, Mississippi.

In August 1863, Ord was transferred to the Department of the Gulf and fought in Louisiana. The following spring, he was ordered east and served in the Department of West Virginia but remained there less than a month after being relieved of command at his own request in April 1864. In July he assumed command of XVIII Corps, Army of the James, then engaged in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). While in command of XVIII Corps, Ord was seriously wounded again on September 29 during the attack on the Confederate positions at Fort Harrison near Richmond, for which he received the regular army brevet to major general. Upon recovery from his wounds and after returning to the field on January 8, 1865, Ord commanded the Army of the James. He remained in this position until the end of the war and was present during General Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox on April 9, 1865.

Ord remained with the army after the war and, following the army reorganization of 1866, was appointed a brigadier general in the regular army and held a number of important departmental commands. He was retired in 1880 and the following year was promoted to major general on the retired list. Ord died in Havana, Cuba, on July 22, 1883, from yellow fever, which he had contracted while visiting Veracruz.
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Order of American Knights

Organization in the North that opposed the Union war effort. Following the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation (January 1, 1863), an enterprising Democrat named Phineas C. Wright created an organization that he hoped would counter Republican Union Leagues by protecting civil liberties and promoting conservative policies. On February 22, 1863, Wright officially proclaimed in St. Louis the Order of American Knights. He took the name from a filibustering organization based near New Orleans. Wright attempted to establish other Order of American Knights chapters in Illinois, Indiana, and New York but generated only a handful of supporters there. The Order of American Knights opposed both the war and the draft.

Harrison H. Dodd became a leader of the Order of American Knights in Indianapolis. He devised a plan to liberate Confederate prisoners at Camp Morton in Indianapolis, seize the city’s arsenal, and foment a local insurrection. Dodd, however, detailed this plan to an agent of Indiana governor Oliver P. Morton, whom Dodd trusted as a close confidant. This revelation led to Dodd’s arrest and the end of the Camp Morton plot several weeks before its planned execution in August 1863. There were reports of other plans to free Confederate prisoners of war at other Northern camps and to create a Confederate army operating within the North.

Union colonel John P. Sanderson in St. Louis provided much of the information regarding the Order of American Knights. Through a network of sources both reliable and dubious, he erroneously proclaimed Clement Vallandigham as the organization’s leader, cited Confederate major general Sterling Price as its designated military commander, and accused the group of treasonous activities. Government officials estimated the size of the organization at between 80,000 and 110,000 members, but these figures appear to be gross exaggerations.

On February 22, 1864, members of the Order of American Knights met to endorse George B. McClellan as the eventual Democratic presidential nominee. At this meeting, and without the presence of Wright, the leadership abandoned the secret rituals and oaths of the organization and renamed their group the Sons of Liberty, effectively ending the Order of American Knights. Regardless of their actual threat, Republicans used the Order of American Knights and other such groups’ alleged activities cited in Sanderson’s report as a scare tactic during the 1864 elections, in effect aiding President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection that autumn.
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Oregon

State located in the Pacific Northwest with an 1860 population of 52,465. Admitted to the Union on February 14, 1859, and encompassing 97,073 square miles, Oregon is bordered by the Pacific Ocean to the west, Idaho to the east, California and Nevada to the south, and the state of Washington to the north. Because Oregon was far removed from the active theaters, the state saw no combat during the Civil War, and its citizens were only indirectly affected by it.

When Oregonians voted for statehood in 1857, they also voiced their opposition to slavery. At the same time, however, they voted against the admittance of free blacks into their state. The Democrats enjoyed a majority within state politics, but they were mainly supporters of Illinois senator Stephen Douglas and were not generally secessionist-minded Democrats.

Oregon’s first governor, John Whiteaker, who served from 1858 to 1862, was a proslavery Democrat whose political viewpoint was at odds with the majority of the electorate. Not surprisingly, he was succeeded by Republican A. C. Gibbs, who served from 1862 until 1866. Gibbs insisted on raising a cavalry and an infantry regiment, over the objections of many voters, although these units saw no action in the Civil War. In 1860 Edward D. Baker, an ardent Republican and a friend of Abraham Lincoln, was elected U.S. senator from Oregon. Baker enjoyed a high-profile although short stint in the Senate before he was killed in action in October 1861 while leading a Union volunteer regiment.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, most of the regular U.S. Army troops who were garrisoned in the West were withdrawn to the East, and Oregon was no exception. Thus, a number of Oregonians volunteered for military duty, which included protecting the local population from Indian raids, guarding travel routes and surveying parties, escorting wagon trains, and manning coastal fortifications. Governor Gibbs activated the 1st Oregon Cavalry Regiment in 1862, which was disbanded in 1865, and in 1864 he permitted the establishment of the 1st Oregon Infantry Regiment, which saw service until 1867.
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Orme, William Ward

Birth Date: February 17, 1832

Death Date: September 13, 1866

Union officer. William Ward Orme was born on February 17, 1832, in Washington, D.C. After graduating from Mount St. Mary’s College in Emmettsburg, Maryland, he moved to Illinois, passed the bar, and began a successful legal practice in Bloomington, where he became a close of colleague of Abraham Lincoln.

Orme enlisted with the 94th Illinois Infantry Regiment on August 20, 1862, becoming its colonel. He led a brigade effectively in the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862) in Arkansas and was rewarded with a promotion to brigadier general of volunteers later that same month, to date from November 9.

Orme next joined Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and commanded a brigade in XIII Corps, Army of the Tennessee, but contracted tuberculosis in late June and was forced to suspend his field command. Orme then became an inspector of Union prisoner-of-war facilities, and by December 1863 he had begun serving as the supervisor of Camp Douglas in Chicago. Four months later, however, his declining health compelled him to resign from the army. Orme then became a special agent for the Treasury Department, an appointment arranged by President Lincoln. In November 1865 Orme’s poor health forced him to resign that post as well, and he spent the remaining months of his life in Bloomington, Illinois, where he died on September 13, 1866.
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Orphan Brigade

Nickname given to the Confederate 1st Kentucky Brigade. Because Kentucky did not secede from the Union, its Confederate-allied forces were never acknowledged by the state government. Because of this, the 1st Kentucky Brigade was forced to muster in and undergo training in neighboring Tennessee, which was part of the Confederacy. These activities occurred during the summer and autumn of 1861. In February 1862 when the Confederate army was expelled from Kentucky, the 1st Brigade followed it to Mississippi.

The Orphan Brigade was renowned for its esprit de corps and tenacious fighting. The brigade was commanded first by Brigadier General Simon B. Buckner, who was succeeded by Brigadier General John C. Breckinridge, who left his post in October 1862. The Kentucky Brigade was then led by Brigadier General Roger W. Hanson, who was killed at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863); Brigadier General Ben Hardin Helm, who was killed at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863); and finally Brigadier General Joseph H. Lewis. Several commanding generals declared the Orphan Brigade the best such outfit in the Confederate ranks.

The Orphan Brigade fought in numerous battles, including among others Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Baton Rouge (August 5, 1862), Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), Jackson (May 14, 1863), and Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). The brigade saw action during the entire Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and took part in the attempt to thwart Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864).

The 1st Kentucky Brigade fought with the Confederate Army of Tennessee, but because the brigade could not draw upon reserves from its home state, its numbers dwindled steadily throughout the war. Beginning the conflict with some 4,000 men, the Orphan Brigade finished with just 500. Often assigned to conduct rearguard actions after a battle, an extraordinarily risky venture, the brigade suffered a high fatality rate. Nevertheless, the desertion rate for the outfit was among the lowest of any Confederate brigade.

In the closing months of the war, the 1st Kentucky served as a cavalry unit under the command of Brigadier General Joseph H. Lewis. In early May 1865 in Washington, Georgia, Lewis was one of the last Confederate commanders in the eastern theater to surrender to Union forces. In spite of its orphan status and greatly diminished numbers as the war dragged on, the 1st Kentucky Brigade has been celebrated as one of the most effective and distinctive fighting forces of the Civil War.
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Orr, James Lawrence

Birth Date: May 12, 1822

Death Date: May 5, 1873

Confederate politician. James Lawrence Orr was born on May 12, 1822, in Craytonville, South Carolina. After studying law at the University of Virginia, he was admitted to the bar in 1842. He edited a newspaper in Anderson, South Carolina, for two years before being elected to the South Carolina House of Representatives, where he served from 1844 to 1847. In 1848 Orr, a Democrat, won election to the first of five successive terms in the U.S. House of Representatives, serving as Speaker from 1857 until 1859. He resumed his legal practice upon his return to South Carolina.

At first a supporter of fellow Democrat Stephen A. Douglas and a pro-Unionist, Orr changed his position and became a champion of secession when Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860. Indeed, Orr served as president of the South Carolina Secession Convention.

After organizing a Confederate regiment (Orr’s Regiment of Rifles) and very briefly serving in the military, in December 1861 Orr was elected to the Confederate Senate and remained there throughout the Civil War. A frequent critic of Jefferson Davis, Orr accepted the fact that the South was destined to lose the war before most of his colleagues would and as early as 1864 advised seeking a negotiated settlement.

An advocate of postbellum accommodation, Orr was elected governor of South Carolina as a Republican in 1865, serving until 1868. He initially was a supporter of President Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction plans, but once again Orr shifted his political position to match political reality and quickly joined the Radical Republicans with the collapse of Johnson’s popularity. While this ensured Orr’s position in the short run, it cost him the support of his white constituents. In 1868 Orr was elected to a two-year term on the 8th Judicial Circuit.

At the Republican National Convention in 1872, Orr supported President Ulysses S. Grant’s anti–Ku Klux Klan policy. Later that year Orr was appointed minister to Russia. Orr died of pneumonia in St. Petersburg on May 5, 1873, just a few months after his arrival.
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Ostend Manifesto

A secret document advocating the U.S. acquisition of Cuba from Spain, written in Ostend, Belgium, in 1854 by U.S. diplomats James Buchanan, U.S. minister to Great Britain; John M. Mason, U.S. minister to France; and Pierre Soulé, U.S. minister to Spain. Cuba, often referred to as the “Pearl of the Antilles,” with its lucrative slave-based sugarcane production, balmy climate, and proximity to the United States, had drawn the attention of leaders in the early republic, including Thomas Jefferson and John Quincy Adams. In 1848 President James K. Polk, whose policies of Manifest Destiny wrested 1 million square miles of land from Mexico, instructed the American minister to Spain, Romulus M. Saunders, to sound out Spain about selling Cuba to the United States. The Spanish government asserted that under no circumstances would it relinquish control over Cuba.

When these diplomatic overtures were thwarted, some Southerners, who perceived Cuba as a highly desirable slave territory, engaged in filibustering expeditions to seize the island by force. Two such expeditions in the early 1850s were repulsed by Spanish authorities, and the leaders of these invasions were executed, outraging many Southerners.

Relations between the United States and Spain became further strained when in March 1854 Spanish authorities in Cuba seized the American steamer Black Warrior. President Franklin Pierce, who supported the expansion of slave territory into Latin America, was prepared to respond forcefully to the Spanish provocation. Thus, he directed Secretary of State William Marcy, an expansionist who favored annexation of Cuba, to explore whether Spain could be persuaded to sell Cuba without interference from the English and the French. To implement this policy, Buchanan, Mason, and Soulé gathered in Ostend, Belgium, to strategize. Soulé was an exiled Frenchman who had settled in Louisiana and advocated that the United States acquire Cuba by military action if necessary. His appointment and undiplomatic actions, such as allegedly leading an anti-Spanish riot in New Orleans, exacerbated the deteriorating relations between Spain and the United States.

The three ministers met in Ostend during the summer of 1854 and issued their report to Marcy on October 18, 1854. The Ostend Manifesto suggested an offer of $120 million for the purchase of Cuba but then concluded that if Spain proved unwilling to enter negotiations, the United States would then be justified in employing military action to seize the island by force. The bellicose nature of the document was attributed mainly to the influence of Soulé.

Before the Pierce administration could act upon the recommendations made at Ostend, word of the Ostend Manifesto was leaked to the American and European press. Reaction in England and France was opposed to the manifesto, while there was a veritable uproar among Northern newspapers in the United States. Passage of the Fugitive Slave Act (1850) as part of the Compromise of 1850 along with introduction of the Kansas-Nebraska Act in Congress (passed in 1854) convinced many Northerners that Southern slave interests were intent upon expanding slavery and disrupting the sectional balance of power. Because of the political upheaval in the North and opposition from abroad, the Pierce administration disavowed the Ostend Manifesto. Nevertheless, the manifesto encouraged sectional divisions and contributed to the rise of the Republican Party.
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Osterhaus, Peter Joseph

Birth Date: January 4, 1823

Death Date: January 2, 1917

Union officer. Peter Joseph Osterhaus was born on January 4, 1823, in Coblenz, Prussia. After studying at a military school in Berlin, he served as a volunteer in the Prussian Army but was compelled to leave Prussia during the unrest associated with the 1848 revolutions then sweeping Europe. Arriving in the United States in the spring of 1849, he eventually settled in Illinois, where he engaged in business pursuits in Belleville and then Lebanon. He later made his way to St. Louis, where he was involved in commercial ventures.

In the winter of 1861, Osterhaus helped recruit the 12th Missouri Infantry Regiment, but he was soon transferred to the 2nd Missouri, taking a captain’s commission. He was promoted to major on April 27, 1861. After service at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), he became colonel of the 12th Missouri in December 1861 and led that regiment ably during the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862). Advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on June 9, he took command of a brigade in the Army of the Southwest. In the spring of 1863, he assumed command of a division in Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s command during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Osterhaus saw action at the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863), but he was wounded the next day in the First Battle of Big Black River.

After recuperation, Osterhaus led a division of XV Corps, Army of the Tennessee, during fighting in Tennessee, and he performed well at the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). He was then attached to Major General William T. Sherman’s command for the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) but was away from the army during the major battles of July. On July 23, 1864, Osterhaus was advanced to major general of volunteers over the objections of General Sherman, who believed that Osterhaus had lobbied for the rank to the detriment of his command. Nevertheless, Osterhaus remained with Sherman into early 1865, commanding XV Corps during the March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and serving as Major General E. R. S. Canby’s chief of staff during the final operations against Mobile. After holding several district and department commands in the West, Osterhaus mustered out in January 1866.

Osterhaus was a merchant in St. Louis and held two diplomatic appointments, at Lyons, France (1866–1868), and Mannheim, Germany (1898–1900). Following the latter, he remained in Germany until his death on January 2, 1917, in Duisburg.
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O’Sullivan, Timothy

Birth Date: ca. 1840

Death Date: January 14, 1882

One of the most daring and respected Civil War and western frontier photographers of the 19th century. Timothy O’Sullivan was born circa 1840; some sources give his birthplace as Ireland, while others claim New York City. He began his career while only a teenager as an apprentice to famed Civil War photographers Mathew Brady and Alexander Gardner.

In the spring of 1861, O’Sullivan was commissioned a first lieutenant in the U.S. Army and saw action in South Carolina and Georgia. Honorably discharged the following spring, he joined Brady to photograph the Civil War. With Brady’s team, O’Sullivan recorded the aftermath of the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), among other engagements. His images of the war, including Harvest of Death, which portrayed felled Union soldiers at Gettysburg, allowed Americans to experience the grim realities of the war.

O’Sullivan worked with the photographic process known as wet collodion. This required him to transport bulky equipment and supplies as well as a portable darkroom over rough battlefields and later the harsh terrain of the jungles of Panama and the deserts and mountains of the American West.

From 1867 to 1869, O’Sullivan worked with geologist Clarence King on a U.S. government–sponsored survey of the 40th Parallel, photographing mines and geologic sites in the West. In 1870 O’Sullivan joined the Darién Expedition, during which he photographed the proposed route of the Panama Canal. In May 1871 he accompanied Lieutenant George M. Wheeler on his survey of the 100th Meridian and alternated working for him and King until 1874.

In 1880 O’Sullivan was appointed chief photographer for the Department of the Treasury, but he left the position after only a few months because of poor health caused by tuberculosis. O’Sullivan ultimately died from the disease on January 14, 1882, in Staten Island, New York.
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Ould, Robert

Birth Date: January 31, 1820

Death Date: December 15, 1882

Confederate government official. Robert Ould was born on January 31, 1820, in Washington, D.C. He attended the College of William and Mary. Ould later studied law, was admitted to the bar, and commenced a legal practice in Washington. When the Confederacy was formed in 1861, he volunteered to work for the new government. From April 1861 to March 1862, he was assistant secretary of war. In July 1862 he was named head of the Bureau of the Exchange of Prisoners and given the largely honorific rank of colonel.

Ould’s duties included frequent meetings with Union counterparts to arrange for prisoner-of-war exchanges, making provisions for the shipping of goods and money sent by family and friends to Union prisoners being held in Confederate prisons, and processing grievances submitted by federal officials concerning the treatment of Union prisoners. He was also in charge of lodging complaints with the U.S. government concerning the treatment of Confederate prisoners. In the spring and summer of 1862 after the Union capture of New Orleans, Ould was also responsible for lodging grievances with the U.S. government over the alleged mistreatment of civilians there. When the prisoner exchange system broke down in late 1863, Ould also began working for the Confederate Secret Service, although he retained his role in prisoner exchanges and relations.

Ould was in Richmond when the city fell in April 1865, and he was promptly arrested and charged with misappropriating money that was supposed to have gone to Union prisoners during the war. He steadfastly maintained his innocence, and after nearly eight weeks of investigations, a board of U.S. officers found him not guilty. He was released in June 1865 and remained in Richmond, where he practiced law. Ould died there on December 15, 1882.
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Overland Campaign

Start Date: May 4, 1864

End Date: June 12, 1864

Major Union offensive. New Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant planned his spring 1864 campaign to take advantage of superior Union numbers in a massive multipronged simultaneous effort to prevent the Confederates from shifting their dwindling resources to counter any one Union thrust. In the western theater, Major General William T. Sherman was to move against the Confederate Army of Tennessee in northern Georgia and drive on the vital railroad and manufacturing center of Atlanta. Meanwhile, Major General Nathaniel P. Banks would advance on Mobile. In the eastern theater, Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac, the major Union field force of some 120,000 men, would drive south from Culpeper, Virginia, against General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia to capture Richmond in what became known as the Overland Campaign. Grant planned to accompany Meade’s army in the field. At the same time, Major General Benjamin F. Butler’s 39,000-man Army of the James was to proceed up the south bank of the James River and cut Lee off from the lower South. Finally, Brigadier Generals George Crook and William W. Averell would move against the Shenandoah Valley from the west, while Major General Franz Sigel moved south to clear the Shenandoah Valley and seize the railheads of Staunton and Lynchburg. To meet Grant, Lee had 60,000 men, supported by another 30,000 men under General Pierre G. T. Beauregard in the vicinity of Richmond and Petersburg.

Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864)



	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength, approximate
	120,000
	60,000



	Casualties
	  55,000
	32,600




The Overland Campaign began on May 4, 1864, when the Army of the Potomac crossed the Rapidan River in an effort to turn the right flank of the Army of Northern Virginia. The next day the two armies fought in the densely wooded area known as the Wilderness. Lee attacked Grant’s left flank, using the woods and terrain to partially nullify the Union numerical advantage. The ensuing fighting was intense, and many wounded burned to death as brush fires engulfed parts of the battlefield. In the end, however, Lee outmaneuvered his opponent, inflicting 17,500 Union casualties for Confederate casualties estimated to number some 7,500. Lee, however, had failed to stop Grant, for unlike previous rebuffs by Lee, this time the Army of the Potomac continued south, slipping around Lee’s flank in an effort to get between Richmond and the Army of Northern Virginia.

Meanwhile, on May 5 during the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864), Butler’s Army of the James landed at Bermuda Hundred, a neck of land north of City Point at the confluence of the James and Appomattox Rivers and only 15 miles south of Richmond. The way to the capital appeared open. Richmond and Petersburg were then virtually undefended, their garrisons then being only about 5,000 men. The inept Butler fumbled away this golden opportunity, however. That same day Beauregard, commanding the Confederate Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia with 18,000 men, assumed direction of Confederate defenses at Petersburg and ordered Major General George E. Pickett to contain Butler. Pickett rushed men to Bermuda Hundred, and with Butler slow to move, the Confederates bottled up the Union troops there.

Following the Battle of the Wilderness, the Army of the Potomac continued its southeast movement toward Richmond. Grant again tried to outflank Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia at the crossroads village of Spotsylvania Court House. Lee anticipated the move and got there first, his men quickly throwing up entrenchments. Bloody trench warfare occurred during the next two weeks (May 7–21). On May 10, Grant hurled three corps against the Confederate lines. That evening on a very narrow front known as the Mule Shoe salient in the center of the line, Colonel Emory Upton massed 12 regiments and, following an intense, concentrated artillery bombardment, broke through at this point but was unable to exploit the situation.

Upton’s limited success persuaded Grant to try the same tactic with an entire corps—Major General Winfield Scott Hancock’s II Corps—at the tip of the salient. Grant’s inactivity while preparing for the attack led Lee to believe that Grant was preparing to withdraw, and Lee shifted artillery from the area of the Mule Shoe, where Hancock struck with his 20,000-man corps in a predawn assault on May 12. The Union troops enjoyed initial success, taking 4,000 prisoners and shattering Major General Edward Johnson’s division of Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell’s II Corps, with Johnson being among the prisoners. A furious counterattack by Major General John B. Gordon’s division of Ewell’s corps sealed the gap and staved off disaster. With no reserves readily available to exploit the situation, however, the Union attack ran out of steam. Subsequent Union attacks were not coordinated, and Lee was able to restore his line.

Meanwhile, on May 11, Union major general Philip H. Sheridan’s 10,000-man cavalry corps raided south. At Yellow Tavern, about six miles above Richmond, Sheridan encountered 4,500 Confederate cavalry led by Major General J. E. B. Stuart. Sheridan drove the Confederates from the field, and Stuart was mortally wounded, a major loss for the Confederacy. Union casualties totaled 625, while the Confederates lost about 1,000, including 300 prisoners.
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At Spotsylvania Court House, Lee withdrew to a newly prepared line, which Grant assaulted six days later on May 18, only to be repulsed. On May 21 following additional heavy fighting, Grant decamped, again attempting to outflank Lee’s right, cutting it off from Richmond. In the Spotsylvania fighting, Union casualties totaled 14,267 men, while Lee lost more than 10,000.

Again, Lee anticipated Grant’s move and established strong positions on the North Anna River on May 22, the day before Grant arrived. The ensuing Battle of the North Anna (May 23–26) was a series of small engagements, with Grant suffering 1,973 casualties and Lee perhaps 2,017.

On May 27, Grant again put the Army of the Potomac in motion, moving eastward. A delay during Grant’s crossing of the Pamunkey River provided Lee with time to again place his Army of Northern Virginia between Richmond and the Union Army of the Potomac. On May 28, Union and Confederate cavalrymen again clashed in the Battle of Haw’s Shop, with each side suffering about 300 casualties. While the Union army crossed the Pamunkey River without incident, Lee again moved faster than Grant expected, establishing a strong defensive position along Totopotomoy Creek. On May 29, Union forces dug in on the opposite bank of the Totopotomoy. Following cavalry engagements and minor infantry skirmishes during May 28–29, Grant ordered a general advance on May 30. Hancock’s II Corps captured some entrenchments in the center of the Confederate lines but was unable to advance farther. Lee ordered Major General Jubal A. Early on the Confederate right to strike at Major General Gouverneur Warren’s V corps probing the Confederate flank, but Major General Richard Anderson, ordered to assist Early, failed to arrive in time, and Early’s attack was repulsed. The Battle of Totopotomoy Creek resulted in 731 Union casualties; the Confederates lost 1,159.

Once again, Grant ordered another flanking maneuver south, toward the town of Cold Harbor. Grant now had some 108,000 men; Lee, having been reinforced by 14,000 men drawn from the Shenandoah Valley and operations along the James River, now commanded 59,000. Lee was able to fortify and entrench at Cold Harbor, while Grant impatiently flung his army at the formidable Confederate position. The result was a stinging rebuff to Grant in one of the bloodiest battles of the war.

On June 3, Grant hurled three corps in a frontal assault against Lee. Within minutes, the Federals sustained some 7,000 casualties. Grant admitted that it was a major mistake. Casualty estimates for the entire Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12) vary greatly but are probably on the order of some 13,000 Union troops to only 4,600 Confederates.

Now preparing to send the Army of the Potomac across the James River, Grant next ordered Sheridan and two divisions of his Cavalry Corps westward into Louisa County to cut the Virginia Central Railroad and join with Union forces in the Shenandoah Valley, now commanded by Major General David Hunter, who had replaced Sigel. Grant planned for their combined forces to take the key Confederate rail center of Lynchburg, then join him at Richmond. Lee countered by sending his own cavalry commander, Major General Wade Hampton, and two cavalry divisions after Sheridan. Lee also dispatched Early’s corps to Lynchburg to check Hunter.

During June 11–12, Sheridan and Hampton clashed in a confused battle at Trevilian Station. Sheridan enjoyed success on the first day, but the tables were turned on June 12 when the dismounted Confederate cavalrymen turned back several determined dismounted Union attacks. Sheridan withdrew after destroying about six miles of the Virginia Central Railroad. He never linked up with Hunter, who, although outnumbering Early, withdrew from Lynchburg.

Now, in a bold move that caught Lee by surprise, on the night of June 12–13 the Army of the Potomac secretly decamped from its trenches at Cold Harbor and, screened by cavalry, crossed the James River on a pontoon bridge more than 2,100 feet in length and moved against the lightly defended city of Petersburg, a vital transportation and supply center for Richmond. On June 15, Major General William F. Smith, commanding XVIII Corps of the Army of the James, failed to seize the initiative and let an incredible opportunity to take Petersburg slip away. Meanwhile, Beauregard’s outnumbered forces bought Lee valuable time, repulsing a series of Union attacks on June 16–17. On June 18, Lee’s army moved into prepared works at Petersburg, and Grant reluctantly opted for a siege. This long siege from June 13, 1864, until April 3, 1865, continued to sap Confederate strength.

The Overland Campaign was necessary in order for the Union to win the war. Despite reverses, most notably that of Cold Harbor, the nearly six-week-long campaign was a Union strategic success, with Grant now besieging Petersburg. The Overland Campaign was, however, the bloodiest in American history. The Union side suffered some 55,000 casualties (7,600 killed), while Confederate losses totaled some 32,600 (4,200 killed). Grant had been attacking, however, and Lee’s losses were in fact higher in terms of forces engaged (more than 50 percent) than those for Grant (some 45 percent). And while Grant could make good his losses, Lee simply could not. The Army of Northern Virginia never quite recovered from the hammering it had received.
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Pacific, Union Department of the

Federal military administrative department formed on January 1, 1861, and dissolved on June 27, 1865. The Union Department of the Pacific was headquartered at Los Angeles and encompassed the former Departments of Oregon and California. This area covered all of California, western New Mexico Territory (Arizona), Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. Commanders of the department included Brigadier General Albert S. Johnston (January–April 1861), Brigadier General Edwin V. Sumner (April–October 1861), Brigadier General George Wright (October 1861–July 1864), and Major General Irvin McDowell (July 1864–June 1865).

On July 27, 1862, the department was expanded when Utah and all of Nevada except for its southern tip came under its jurisdiction. On January 20, 1865, the newly formed Arizona Territory, which had formerly been part of the New Mexico Territory, came under the department’s purview. The Department of the Pacific was replaced by the Military Division of the Pacific on June 27, 1865; it encompassed much but not all of the former department.
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Paducah, Battle of

Event Date: March 25, 1864

Engagement during Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s 1864 raid of western Tennessee and Kentucky. In late March 1864, Forrest, on a third raid through western Tennessee, advanced with 2,800 men on Paducah, Kentucky, an important federal logistics center on the Ohio River. Accompanying him was Brigadier General Abraham Buford with his 2nd Division. Forrest hoped to be able to seize the Union depot’s supplies and keep the Union forces in the area on the defensive. He also wanted to secure additional recruits, flush out guerrilla bands, and recover any deserters in the area. Forrest’s men arrived at Paducah in the early afternoon on March 25, having covered nearly 100 miles in just 50 hours.

Colonel Stephen G. Hicks commanded the 665-man Union garrison at Paducah, consisting of elements of the 16th Kentucky Cavalry, the 1st Kentucky Heavy Artillery (Colored), and the 127th Illinois Infantry. Also at his disposal were the Union gunboats Peosta and Paw Paw. Around noon, Hicks’s scouts along the Mayfield Road encountered Forrest’s advance guard and immediately withdrew, with the Confederates close behind. Hicks now abandoned Paducah and moved the bulk of his men into Fort Anderson, a strong earthwork at the western end of the town. By 2:00 p.m., Forrest had the fort surrounded except for the side protected by the river. For an hour a heated exchange took place, during which time Colonel Albert P. Thompson, a native of Paducah, led the Confederate 3rd and 7th Kentucky Regiments in an unauthorized and ill-fated attack against the fort. Thompson was killed in the attack. Struck by a shell from one of the Union gunboats, he died within sight of his own house.

When Hicks refused Forrest’s demand that he surrender Fort Anderson, Forrest advanced into Paducah and proceeded to pillage the town. The Confederates collected large amounts of clothing and 400 horses and mules as well as saddles, medicines, and other supplies. They also burned the steamer Dacotah at the dock, all the cotton bales on the landing, the quartermaster depot, and the railroad depot. In addition, Forrest left Paducah with 50 prisoners.

While Forrest plundered Paducah, his sharpshooters took possession of the nearby houses and exchanged shots with the Federals in Fort Anderson. This skirmishing lasted until 11:30 p.m., when the guns of the fort and the gunboats Peosta and Paw Paw bombarded the town. Hicks had warned the townspeople that Paducah might be attacked should the Confederates ever take possession. After holding Paducah for almost 10 hours, Forrest withdrew. The Confederate sharpshooters kept the Federals pinned within Fort Anderson until the bulk of the command had withdrawn south toward Mayfield.

Casualties on both sides were light. Hicks reported 14 killed and 46 wounded. Forrest reported 10 killed and 40 wounded. Newspaper reports that Forrest had missed 140 army horses hidden in a foundry caused Buford to return to Paducah on April 14. Again Hicks withdrew to Fort Anderson. After securing the horses and their equipment, Buford then withdrew to join Forrest.
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Page, Charles Anderson

Birth Date: 1838

Death Date: 1873

Noted Civil War correspondent. Charles Anderson Page was born in 1838 in Lee County, Illinois. A graduate of Cornell College (Iowa) and a staunch Republican, Page worked for newspapers in Iowa and in Mount Vernon, Illinois, before going to Washington, D.C., in March 1861 to witness the inauguration of President Abraham Lincoln. Once there, Page obtained a clerk’s position in the Auditor’s Office of the Department of the Treasury. Mesmerized by the fighting that began in April 1861, he convinced Adams Sherman Hill, the assistant bureau chief for the New York Tribune in Washington, to hire him as a war correspondent.

Granted a leave of absence from his government job, Page first reported on the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862). He was a natural as a wartime journalist and soon came to the attention of Horace Greeley, the Tribune’s publisher. Pleased with Page’s work, Greeley insisted that his stories carry a byline, which was a rare honor.

Page subsequently covered the other battles of the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) as well as the closing weeks of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). He next traveled with Major General John Pope’s army during the Second Bull Run Campaign (August 26–September 1, 1862). When Pope banned journalists from accompanying him, he made sure that Page was given a temporary assignment as a hospital attendant so he could report on the fighting. After the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), Page hastily traveled to the Tribune’s New York office, writing the coverage of the battle en route. Page’s story was the first to run in any major newspaper.

Page shadowed the Army of the Potomac for the remainder of the war while continuing to perform his duties for the Treasury Department. He covered the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) as well as the protracted Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

Because of Page’s staunch defense of the Lincoln administration, in the late spring of 1865 President Andrew Johnson appointed Page U.S. consul to Switzerland. After he resigned that appointment, Page founded the Anglo-Swiss Company, which initially manufactured condensed milk. That enterprise survives to the present day as the Nestlé Company. Page died in 1873 in London while on a business trip.
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Page, Richard Lucian

Birth Date: December 20, 1807

Death Date: August 9, 1901

Confederate officer. Born in Clarke City, Virginia, on December 20, 1807, Richard Lucian Page was a first cousin of Confederate general Robert E. Lee, whom Page greatly resembled in appearance, and of Confederate Navy captain Sidney S. Lee. Page received a midshipman’s warrant in the U.S. Navy on March 1, 1824. Promoted to passed midshipman on February 20, 1830, he was advanced to lieutenant on March 26, 1834, and to commander on September 14, 1855.

On the secession of Virginia, Page had charge of naval recruitment at Norfolk. He attempted to resign his commission but was instead dismissed by the Abraham Lincoln administration on April 18, 1861. Appointed first to the Provisional Navy of Virginia as naval aide to the governor, Page supervised construction of naval defenses on the James and Nansemond Rivers.

Page was commissioned a commander in the Confederate Navy on June 10, 1861, with date of rank subsequently backdated to March 26, 1861. Assigned first to the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard as an ordnance officer, Page subsequently commanded the Savannah Naval Station (1861–1862), participating in the Battle of Port Royal Sound (November 5–7, 1861) in South Carolina. He was then inspector of ordnance at the Norfolk Navy Yard during 1862. Secondary sources indicate that Page was promoted to captain sometime in 1862, but there is no indication of this in official records.

Page was assigned to a Confederate Navy ordnance facility at Charlotte, North Carolina (1862–1863). During April and May 1863, he commanded Confederate forces in the Savannah River. He then commanded the Charlotte Naval Station (1863–1864) in North Carolina.

Because of his artillery training and with the Confederate Navy having too many officers for available assignments at this point in the war, Page was detailed to the army. Commissioned a brigadier general in the Provisional Army of the Confederate States on March 1, 1864, he assumed command of the outer defenses of Mobile Bay, centered on Fort Morgan, and supervised the construction or reinforcement of forts to cover the channel into the bay and the approaches to Mobile itself. Following the defeat of Confederate naval forces in the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864), despite being cut off and bombarded by superior Union forces, Page rejected calls from his old friend and commander of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron Rear Admiral David G. Farragut to surrender Fort Morgan unconditionally in order to spare lives. Page replied, “I am prepared to sacrifice life, and will only surrender when I have no means of defense.” Page kept that pledge. Only after two weeks of incessant Union bombardment did he write to Farragut on August 23, stating that “The further sacrifice of life being unnecessary, my sick and wounded suffering and exposed, humanity demands that I ask for terms of capitulation.” Controversy surrounds the surrender, as some military stores in the fort were reportedly destroyed by the Confederates after the surrender, and Page refused to hand over his sword, claiming that he had none. Page was held prisoner at Fort Delaware until July 24, 1865.

Granted parole, Page settled in Richmond, Virginia. From 1875 to 1883, he was the city’s superintendent of schools. Page died in Blue Ridge Summit, Pennsylvania, on August 9, 1901.
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Paine, Charles Jackson

Birth Date: August 26, 1833

Death Date: August 12, 1916

Union officer. Charles Jackson Paine was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on August 26, 1833, to an influential and wealthy family. He graduated from Harvard University in 1853, studied law, was admitted to the bar in 1856, and practiced law in Boston until 1861. During the early autumn of 1861, he recruited a company for the 22nd Massachusetts Infantry Regiment, which was dispatched to Washington, D.C., during the winter of 1861–1862 to help man the capital’s defenses. He initially served as a captain and was promoted to major, 30th Massachusetts, on January 16, 1862. In March 1862 Paine was sent south. He was promoted to colonel on October 23, 1862, and given command of the 2nd Louisiana Volunteer Infantry.

Paine saw action during the Siege of Port Hudson (March 14–July 8, 1863), and on November 7, 1863, he was selected to command a brigade but resigned that appointment to become a staff officer for Major General Benjamin F. Butler. Paine was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on July 4, 1864. He saw action with the Army of the James at the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864) and the Battle of New Market Heights (September 24, 1864) and in the Fort Fisher Campaign (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865). Paine finished the war leading an African American division under Major General Alfred Terry’s X Corps in North Carolina. Brevetted major general of volunteers on January 15, 1865, Paine mustered out on January 15, 1866.

After the war, Paine became a railroad executive. He was also a skilled yachtsman and participated in numerous America’s Cup competitions. Paine died on August 12, 1916, in Weston, Massachusetts.
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Paine, Halbert Eleazer

Birth Date: February 3, 1826

Death Date: April 14, 1905

Union officer. Halbert Eleazer Paine was born on February 3, 1826, in Chardon, Ohio. He graduated from Western Reserve College in 1845 and subsequently studied law and commenced a practice in Cleveland in 1848. In 1857 he relocated to Milwaukee, where he practiced law until the outbreak of the Civil War.

On July 2, 1861, Paine became colonel of the 4th Wisconsin Cavalry Regiment. Until February 1862, the outfit was tasked with protecting the railroads in Maryland. Paine’s regiment was then sent to join the Union operations against New Orleans that resulted in its capture. Paine also saw action at the Battle of Baton Rouge (August 5, 1862), after which he refused a direct order to burn the city.

Paine took command of the 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, XIX Corps, on January 3, 1863. On April 9 he was advanced to brigadier general and saw action during the Siege of Port Hudson (May 21–July 9, 1863). During an assault on the Port Hudson works, he was severely wounded and lost a leg to amputation. After months of convalescence, he took part in the defense of Washington, D.C., during Lieutenant Jubal A. Early’s raid on the capital (June 28–July 21, 1864). Later that summer, Paine was given command of the District of Illinois; on March 13, 1865, he was brevetted major general.

After the war, Paine served in the U.S. House of Representatives as a moderate Radical Republican (1865–1871). He returned to the practice of law in Washington, D.C., in 1871 and from 1878 to 1880 served as the U.S. commissioner of patents. Paine died on April 14, 1905, in Washington, D.C.
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Palmer, Innis Newton

Birth Date: March 30, 1824

Death Date: September 10, 1900

Union officer. Innis Newton Palmer was born on March 30, 1824, in Buffalo, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in the class of 1846 and was assigned to the Mounted Rifles, going directly from West Point to Mexico to participate in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

During that conflict, Palmer saw action during the Siege of Veracruz and the Battles of Cerro Gordo, Contreras, Churubusco, and Chapultepec as well as the capture of Mexico City. He was brevetted first lieutenant for Contreras and Churubusco and captain for Chapultepec, where he was severely wounded. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1853, he was appointed a captain in the new elite 2nd Cavalry Regiment in March 1855. Palmer served in various frontier posts in Texas until that state seceded in 1861.

When the Civil War began, Palmer was promoted to major in April 1861. He commanded a battalion of regular U.S. Army cavalry at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Brevetted lieutenant colonel in the regular army, Palmer was appointed a brigadier general, U.S. Volunteers, on September 23, 1861. During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), he commanded a brigade in IV Corps, Army of the Potomac, at the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862) and in the Battles of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862), Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), White Oak Swamp (June 30, 1862), and Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862).

Following the Peninsula Campaign, Palmer supervised the formation and initial training of regiments of volunteers from New Jersey and Delaware at a camp in Philadelphia. From December 1862 until the end of the war, he headed various commands in North Carolina, including 1st Division, XVIII Corps; the District of Pamlico; and the New Bern defenses. He was brevetted brigadier general in the regular service and major general of volunteers in March 1865. Palmer was instrumental in maintaining the flow of supplies during the Carolinas Campaign when his division defeated a Confederate offensive near Kinston, North Carolina.

Palmer remained in the army after the war as a lieutenant colonel. He was promoted to colonel and commander of the 2nd U.S. Cavalry in 1868 and spent the remainder of his career in various frontier posts in Nebraska and the Wyoming territory. He retired in March 1879 and died on September 10, 1900, in Chevy Chase, Maryland.
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Palmer, James Shedden

Birth Date: October 13, 1810

Death Date: December 7, 1867

Union naval officer. Born in Elizabethtown, New Jersey, on October 13, 1810, James Shedden Palmer secured a midshipman’s warrant on January 1, 1825. He received promotion to passed midshipman on June 4, 1831, and to lieutenant on December 17, 1836. Following the findings of the Naval Efficiency Board established to cull deadwood from serving officers in the navy, on September 13, 1855, Palmer was placed on the reserve list. Following an appeal, Palmer was restored to the active list in 1857, with promotion to commander backdated to September 14, 1855.

When the Civil War began, Palmer was commanding the screw sloop Iroquois in the Mediterranean Squadron. Ordered home, on September 1, 1861, he was assigned the mission of tracking down and destroying the Confederate commerce raider Sumter, which had escaped from New Orleans and was preying on Northern merchant shipping. Palmer located the Sumter at St. Pierre, Martinique, but on the night of November 23 the raider escaped the 15-mile-wide harbor without detection. Palmer was much criticized in the Northern press for this, and Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles ordered him relieved of command on December 14. Following exoneration by a court of inquiry, Palmer resumed command of the Iroquois on May 3.

With the Iroquois having previously been assigned to the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, Palmer continued in that squadron for the remainder of the war. On May 7, squadron commander Flag Officer David G. Farragut ordered Commander Palmer to secure both Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and Natchez, Mississippi. Arriving in his ship off the Louisiana state capital that same evening, Palmer took the surrender of Baton Rouge the next day and that of Natchez on May 13. He then took part in operations against Vicksburg.

Promoted to captain on July 16, 1862, and to commodore on February 7, 1863, Palmer assumed command of the remainder of the squadron off the mouth of the Mississippi when Farragut initiated operations to secure Mobile Bay. When Farragut requested to be relieved of command of the squadron, Palmer commanded it from November 17, 1864, to February 23, 1865, when he was relieved by Acting Rear Admiral Henry K. Thatcher. Palmer remained with the West Gulf Blockading Squadron until May 1865, when he was transferred to Washington, D.C.

Palmer served on various boards until November 1865 and was promoted to rear admiral on July 25, 1865. In November 1867 he was named commander of the reconstituted West Indies Squadron, which became the North Atlantic Squadron that same year. He was holding that command when he died of yellow fever at St. Thomas in the Danish West Indies (now the U.S. Virgin Islands) on December 7, 1867.
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Palmer, John McAuley

Birth Date: September 13, 1817

Death Date: September 25, 1900

Union officer. Born in Eagle Creek, Kentucky, on September 13, 1817, John McAuley Palmer was raised in Illinois, where he later became an attorney. He was elected to the Illinois Senate in 1847. An ardent antislavery Unionist, Palmer served as a Republican presidential elector in 1860, and in 1861 he attended the Washington Peace Conference.

In May 1861, Palmer was commissioned colonel of the 14th Illinois Infantry Regiment. Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on December 20, 1861, he commanded a division in the Battle of Island No. 10 (April 7, 1862). Then ordered to Mississippi, on May 8 he held a Union position near Farmington against a Confederate attack. After Union forces captured Corinth on May 30, 1862, Palmer returned to Illinois on medical leave, and there he organized the 122nd Illinois Infantry Regiment.

On August 1, Palmer returned to duty as commander of a division in the Army of the Mississippi. During the autumn of 1862, he took command of a division in the Army of the Cumberland and fought effectively in Tennessee at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), earning promotion to major general of volunteers on January 9, 1863. Palmer then participated in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). In October he took command of XIV Corps, which he led during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863) and the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). During the siege of Atlanta, Major General William T. Sherman placed Palmer temporarily under the authority of Major General John M. Schofield, nominally a junior officer. Believing that he had been slighted, Palmer asked for a transfer, and on August 7, 1864, he was reassigned to command the Department of Kentucky. He resigned from military service on September 1, 1866.

Palmer practiced law until 1869, when he became governor of Illinois. He served until 1873. Palmer switched to the Democratic Party in 1888 but failed to win another term as governor. In 1891 he was elected to the U.S. Senate, serving until 1897. Palmer died on September 25, 1900, in Springfield, Illinois.
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Palmer, Joseph Benjamin

Birth Date: November 1, 1825

Death Date: November 4, 1890

Confederate officer. Born on November 1, 1825, in Rutherford County, Tennessee, Joseph Benjamin Palmer was educated at Union University and was admitted to the state bar in 1848. He practiced law in Murfreesboro and served in the Tennessee General Assembly (1849–1853). From 1855 until 1859, he was mayor of Murfreesboro.

When the Civil War began, Palmer organized a company for service in the 18th Tennessee Infantry Regiment and was elected regimental colonel. After service in central Kentucky, Palmer’s regiment was eventually detailed to help defend Fort Donelson. When Fort Donelson fell to Union forces on February 16, 1862, Palmer and most of his men were taken prisoner; he was exchanged on August 15, 1862. In December 1862, Palmer assumed temporary command of a brigade. At the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), he commanded the 2nd Brigade under Major General John C. Breckinridge and was severely wounded.

Following an extended convalescence, in the late summer of 1863 Palmer again held regimental command and saw action at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where he was again seriously wounded. He did not return to the battlefield until the spring of 1864, when he commanded a brigade during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). He was wounded a third time in the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864). On November 14, 1864, Palmer was advanced to brigadier general.

Palmer then commanded a brigade during General John B. Hood’s invasion of Tennessee. Although Palmer’s command was detached and missed the fighting at Franklin (November 30) and Nashville (December 15–16), it saw action around Murfreesboro in December 1864 before fighting a rearguard action as the Confederates withdrew into Alabama. Palmer’s brigade next fought in North Carolina as part of the badly depleted Army of Tennessee and fought in the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865). Palmer surrendered with General Joseph Johnston’s forces at Greensboro in April.

After the war, Palmer resumed his law practice and played a key role in the Southern Historical Society. He died in Murfreesboro on November 4, 1890.
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Palmer, William Jackson

Birth Date: September 17, 1836

Death Date: March 13, 1909

Union officer. William Jackson Palmer was born on September 17, 1836, in Kent County, Delaware. In 1841 the family moved to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where Palmer thrived through connections in its Quaker community. In 1857 J. Edgar Thomson, president of the Pennsylvania Railroad, hired Palmer as an assistant. Palmer also organized an abolitionist lecture series during 1859 and became a Republican in 1860. At the Civil War’s outset, he assisted the federal government in coordinating rail traffic between Washington, D.C., and Annapolis, Maryland. In September 1861 Palmer, commissioned a captain, recruited and led the elite Anderson Cavalry Company, or Anderson Troop, in the Department of the Ohio. Ten months later Palmer organized the 15th Pennsylvania Cavalry Regiment for the Army of the Potomac, becoming its colonel. At the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Palmer was captured behind enemy lines leading a reconnaissance detachment. He was exchanged in January 1863.

In February 1863 Palmer returned to his regiment, now with the Army of the Cumberland, to a command in disarray after 500 of his troopers had mutinied during the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). He promptly cashiered incompetent officers while winning back the men’s trust to lead the regiment to an impressive record. Palmer and four others won the Medal of Honor for routing a much larger force on New Year’s Day 1865 at the Battle of Red Hill in Alabama. Palmer was brevetted brigadier general (volunteers) in March 1865 prior to receiving a brigade command under Major General George F. Stoneman.

After the war Palmer returned to railroading, amassing a sizable fortune. He developed the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad and founded the city of Colorado Springs, Colorado, where he retired. Palmer was paralyzed in a horse riding accident in 1906 and died at his home on March 13, 1909.
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Palmetto Armory

Military manufacturing facility founded in April 1851 in Columbia, South Carolina. The genesis of the Palmetto Armory can be traced to the Palmetto Iron Works, which in April 1851 received a state contract to produce 2,000 pistols, 1,000 rifles, 6,000 muskets, and 2,000 swords. The contract was the result of a defense appropriations act that had allotted the sum of $300,000 to equip South Carolina’s 15,000 militiamen with modern arms and munitions. When the ironworks received the lucrative contract, one of its owners, William Glaze, transformed it into an armory that manufactured only military items.

It took Glaze and his business partners nearly a year to complete the conversion to the Palmetto Armory, a task they accomplished by purchasing the necessary manufacturing equipment from Northern foundries and arms makers. For two years they produced nothing but small arms, modeled on U.S. Army designs. The company’s biggest production item was the .69-caliber musket, of which it produced at least 5,000.

The Palmetto Armory gave South Carolina an important early edge in arms manufacturing as the United States moved toward civil war in the late 1850s. Once the Civil War began in 1861, the Palmetto Armory produced bullets, shells, cannon, and equipment used to make gunpowder; it made few firearms during the war years. Its cannon were deemed unsatisfactory for military use, but the company did repair small arms, which became a lucrative concern for the armory. In the winter of 1865 during Major William T. Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (February–April 1865), Union troops laid waste to the armory. It reopened after the war and operated for many years thereafter.
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Palmito Ranch, Battle of

Start Date: May 12, 1865

End Date: May 13, 1865

Last recorded battle of the Civil War. Texans were aware of General Robert E. Lee’s April 9, 1865, surrender and President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination on April 15, and there was a general understanding on both sides that nothing was to be gained from further fighting.

In early May 1865, Colonel Theodore H. Barrett, who was without combat experience and was the new commander of Union forces at Brazos Santiago on Brazos Island in the Gulf of Mexico, ordered his forces to attack Confederate forces at Palmito Ranch, near Fort Brown outside of Brownsville. Although the reasons for the attack remain obscure, speculation has it that Barrett sought a measure of military glory.

Pursuant to Barrett’s orders, during a storm on the night of May 11, 1863, Lieutenant Colonel David Branson led 250 men of the 62nd U.S. Colored Infantry and 50 men of the 2nd Texas (U.S.) Cavalry (dismounted) from the island to the mainland toward Palmito Ranch. Although the Union troops crossed successfully, they failed to achieve surprise.

In the late afternoon of May 12, Captain William N. Robinson arrived and, with fewer than 100 Confederates, forced the Union troops back to White’s Ranch. Here the fighting ended for the night as both sides called for reinforcements. Barrett sent 200 men of the 34th Indiana Infantry to strengthen the Union side, which on the morning of May 13 began advancing toward Palmito Ranch. Confederate colonel John S. “Rip” Ford arrived with additional cavalry and artillery, bringing Confederate strength up to some 300 men and six guns.

Ford attacked Barrett’s force about 4:00 p.m. and, using his artillery to good effect, drove them back in some disorder toward the coast. Union forces reached Brazos Island at dusk covered by fire from a Union warship. Union losses in the battle were 4 killed, 12 wounded, and 101 captured; Confederate losses were fewer than 10 wounded. A few days later Union officers met with Confederates in Brownsville, who agreed to a truce. On May 26 at New Orleans, Lieutenant General Simon B. Buckner, acting on the orders of General E. Kirby Smith, officially surrendered all Confederate forces in the Trans-Mississippi theater.
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Parke, John Grubb

Birth Date: September 22, 1827

Death Date: December 16, 1900

Union officer. John Grubb Parke was born on September 22, 1827, in Chester County, Pennsylvania, but resided in Philadelphia by 1835. After a year at the University of Pennsylvania, he was accepted to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. Graduating in 1849, Parke spent his pre–Civil War career surveying state boundaries, routes for the transcontinental railroad, and the northwestern U.S.-Canadian border, where, as a first lieutenant since 1856, he was stationed in 1861. On September 9 he became a captain of engineers, joining Union forces in the East in October.

Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on November 23, 1861, Parke commanded a brigade during Major General Ambrose E. Burnside’s North Carolina Expedition (February–June 1862). Advanced to major general of volunteers on July 18, 1862, Parke became Burnside’s chief of staff and participated in the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Parke followed IX Corps westward in 1863, taking command when it reinforced Major General Ulysses S. Grant in his Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), and served in the Siege of Jackson, Mississippi (July 10–16, 1863). Parke returned IX Corps to Burnside in time to defend Knoxville, Tennessee (November–December 1863) against a Confederate siege. IX Corps moved back east for Grant’s Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), with Parke assuming permanent command when Burnside was relieved after the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864).

Parke was acting commander of the Army of the Potomac in the absence of Major General George G. Meade during the Battle of Fort Stedman (March 25, 1865), where Parke defeated the last Confederate offensive in the East. Brevetted through major general in the regular service, he held the substantive grade of major. On January 15, 1866, he mustered out of volunteer service and went to the Northwest to take up surveying duties.

Parke moved between command duties and surveying. He published two studies of public works projects in 1877 and 1882. He was promoted to colonel in 1884 and was named West Point superintendent in 1887, a post he held until his retirement in 1889. Parke died in Washington, D.C., on December 16, 1900.
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Parker, Ely Samuel

Birth Date: 1828

Death Date: August 30, 1895

Union officer. Ely Samuel Parker, whose Seneca name was Do-ne-ho-ga-wa (Keeper of the Western Door), was born sometime in 1828 on the Tonawanda Reservation near Indian Falls, New York. At about age 10, he enrolled in a Baptist mission school on the reservation. He later attended Cayuga Academy.

After completing his studies in 1845, Parker traveled to Washington, D.C., with a delegation of Seneca leaders to defend their land claims. Upon his return he studied law, but he was denied admission to the New York bar because the state prohibited nonwhites from practicing. Parker then studied civil engineering at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, graduated in 1851, and worked as an engineer.

In 1855 the U.S. government hired Parker to be chief engineer of the Chesapeake and Albemarle Canal in Virginia. Two years later he was appointed to supervise a project in Galena, Illinois, where he befriended a tanner named Ulysses S. Grant.

At the start of the Civil War, Parker volunteered to raise an Iroquois regiment for New York, but the governor refused to allow Native Americans to serve. Parker next offered his services to the federal government and was again rejected. However, in May 1863 his friend Grant, now a Union major general, arranged for him to be commissioned a captain of volunteers. Parker served with Grant for the remainder of the war, eventually joining the general’s staff as his military secretary and attaining the rank of lieutenant colonel. Parker was awarded brevets through brigadier general of volunteers (and later in the regular army as well). Joining the regular army, he continued to serve as Grant’s aide after the war with the staff rank of colonel. When Grant became president in 1869, he appointed Parker commissioner of Indian affairs. Parker immediately set out to reform the agency.
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Seneca Native American Ely S. Parker, also known as Hasanoanda, served as military secretary to Union Army commander Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant and attained the rank of lieutenant colonel and a brevet rank of brigadier general. He continued to serve as Grant’s aide after the war with the staff rank of colonel. When Grant became president in 1869, he appointed Parker as the first Native American commissioner of Indian Affairs. (National Archives)

Parker’s efforts to protect the Plains tribes and to reform the Bureau of Indian Affairs aroused the anger of the so-called Indian Ring, a politically connected group that had profited from the agency’s corruption and sought further gains from the opening of western lands. Eventually Parker’s enemies accused him of corruption. The House Appropriations Committee launched an inquiry that exonerated Parker of all charges; however, the ordeal and continual attacks from the press caused him to resign in August 1871.

Parker moved to New York City, where he became a successful businessman. He died on August 30, 1895, in Fairfield, Connecticut.
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Parker, Foxhall Alexander, Jr.

Birth Date: August 5, 1821

Death Date: June 10, 1879

Union naval officer. Born on August 5, 1821, in New York City, Foxhall Alexander Parker Jr. was the son of U.S. Navy captain Foxhall A. Parker Sr. and the brother of Confederate Navy officer William Harwar Parker. Parker Jr. received an appointment as a midshipman on March 11, 1837. He served under his father in the frigates Constitution and Brandywine and was advanced to passed midshipman on June 29, 1843. He was promoted to acting master on November 17, 1847, and to lieutenant on September 21, 1850.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Parker helped defend Alexandria, Virginia, following the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). He was promoted to commander on July 16, 1862. He saw service with the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron off Alexandria, Virginia; commanded a naval battery ashore in the bombardment of Fort Sumter; and then commanded the Potomac Flotilla from December 31, 1863, to July 31, 1865.

Parker was promoted to captain on July 25, 1866, and to commodore on November 25, 1872. In 1872 while he was the chief of staff of the North Atlantic Fleet, Commodore Parker devised a signals code for the fleet. Appointed superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, in 1878, he was one of the founders of the U.S. Naval Institute, created to promote naval professionalism. Parker died at Annapolis on June 10, 1879. He wrote several books, including The Battle of Mobile Bay, The Naval Howitzer Afloat, and Fleet Tactics under Steam.
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Parker, Joel

Birth Date: November 24, 1816

Death Date: January 2, 1888

Governor of New Jersey. Joel Parker was born on November 24, 1816, in Freehold, New Jersey. He graduated from the College of New Jersey (Princeton) in 1839 and was admitted to the bar in 1842. Parker began a successful legal practice in Freehold and soon became involved in state Democratic politics. Elected to the state legislature in 1847, he also served as a prosecuting attorney. At the same time he was active in the state militia, rising to the rank of major general by 1861. He somewhat hesitantly backed Senator Stephen A. Douglas for his party’s presidential nomination in 1860 and was concerned when Republican Abraham Lincoln won the contest that autumn, believing that his inauguration would ultimately bring disunion.

Despite his general antipathy toward Lincoln’s policies, Parker supported the president once war began in April 1861. Parker was a dark-horse candidate for the New Jersey governorship, winning his party’s nomination in September 1862 on the fourth ballot. On the campaign trail, Parker lambasted what he alleged were the Lincoln administration’s blatant violations of civil liberties. Parker went on to win the election and took office in January 1863. In his inaugural address, he excoriated Lincoln for the Emancipation Proclamation, which he believed was unconstitutional and would only promote more discord, and berated Lincoln for the suspension of habeas corpus.

While Parker was clearly at odds with many national policies, he was nevertheless a committed Unionist and disavowed the workings of the Copperheads (War Democrats), who by 1863 controlled the New Jersey legislature. He frequently spoke out on the need to continue the war until the Confederates had been defeated and launched several successful military recruiting drives. And when Confederate forces invaded neighboring Pennsylvania in the early summer of 1863, he promptly sent the New Jersey Militia to its aid. Parker lost his reelection bid in 1865 and left office in January 1866.

Parker thereafter remained vitally engaged in Democratic politics, practiced law, and enjoyed a second term as governor during 1872–1875. In 1875 he served as state attorney general. Five years later he became a state supreme court justice, a post he held until his death on January 2, 1888, in Philadelphia.
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Parker, Theodore

Birth Date: August 24, 1810

Death Date: May 10, 1860

Noted Unitarian clergyman and representative of almost every antebellum social reform movement in the United States. Theodore Parker was born into a New England farming family in Lexington, Massachusetts, on August 24, 1810. In 1830 he was accepted at Harvard College and completed all requirements for the bachelor of arts degree, although the degree was not conferred because he was unable to pay the required graduation fee. Nevertheless, in 1834 he was accepted to the Harvard Divinity School, from which he graduated in 1836.

Parker’s first pulpit was at the Spring Street Church in the Boston suburb of West Roxbury. By 1837, he emerged as one of Boston’s most famous and controversial Unitarian ministers. Inspired by thinkers such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and George Ripley, Parker incorporated transcendentalism and radical German philosophy into his Unitarian beliefs. In attacking traditional tenets from his pulpit, Parker preached that the essential truths of religion and morality were based on instinct and intuition, not external law such as the Bible or the institutional authority of church. His beliefs became so controversial that in 1845 a number of Boston gentlemen secured sufficient funds to establish the Twenty-eight Congregational Society. It became his home until 1859, a year before his death.

During the Age of Reform in American history, Parker commented on and immersed himself in seemingly every reform movement possible. He founded and edited the Massachusetts Quarterly Review (1847), crusaded against capital punishment, and supported prison reform, women’s rights, and temperance. He also joined fellow Bostonian Dorothea Dix in her efforts to improve conditions for the mentally challenged. Parker was a devoted disciple of Brook Farm and the transcendentalists. His most notable contribution was the leadership role he assumed in the New England antislavery movement.

Parker’s strong opposition to slavery led to his outspoken criticisms of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Although he was not a pacifist or Garrisonian nonresistant, he signed the Peace Pledge of Elihu Burritt, founder of the League of Universal Brotherhood and creator of the Olive Leaf Mission.

At the conclusion of the Mexican-American War, Parker expressed his regret that slavery would continue its westward path. By the 1850s, his commitment to nonviolence and his militant opposition to slavery proved incompatible. He eventually gave money to John Brown and was involved in the conspiracy that resulted in the raid on Harpers Ferry in 1859. A staunch abolitionist, Parker believed that ending slavery took precedence over his peace principles. Parker died in Florence, Italy, on May 10, 1860, while touring Europe, despite a prolonged illness.
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Parker, William Harwar

Birth Date: October 8, 1826

Death Date: December 30, 1896

Confederate naval officer. Born in New York City on October 8, 1826, the son of U.S. Navy captain Foxhall A. Parker Sr., William Harwar Parker received a midshipman’s warrant in the U.S. Navy on October 19, 1841. During 1842–1845 he saw service in the Mediterranean, the South Atlantic, the West Indies, and the Gulf of Mexico. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Parker took part in the landing at Veracruz and in the expedition against Tabasco. After the war he was briefly at the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, where he passed his examinations and was declared a passed midshipman in July 1848.

Returning to sea, from 1848 to 1850 Parker was in the sloop Yorktown on antislavery patrol off the west coast of Africa. During 1851 he was assigned to the U.S. Coast Survey. Following service in the screw sloop Princeton and in the sloop Cyane in the West Indies and then off the coast of New England, from 1853 to 1857 he was an instructor of navigation and astronomy at the Naval Academy. He was promoted to lieutenant on September 14, 1855. Parker then served aboard the screw frigate Merrimack in the South Atlantic and the Pacific. During this voyage Parker wrote a gunnery manual, Naval Light Artillery.

With the start of the Civil War, his brother Foxhall A. Parker Jr., another U.S. Navy officer, remained loyal to the Union, but William Parker espoused the Confederate cause and resigned his commission on April 20, 1861. He joined first the Provisional Navy of Virginia and then in June the Confederate Navy. Assigned command of the gunboat Beaufort, Lieutenant Parker took part in the battles at Roanoke Island and Elizabeth City, North Carolina, in February 1862 and, with his ship serving as tender to CSS Virginia, in the Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862). In May 1862, Parker served in the Confederate shore batteries during the First Battle of Drewry’s Bluff on the James River below Richmond.

Following several months ashore, Parker was assigned to Charleston, South Carolina, where he became the executive officer of the Confederate ironclad Palmetto State and took part in the attack on the Union blockading warships on January 31, 1863. In October he became the commandant of the Confederate Naval Academy on the Patrick Henry at Drewry’s Bluff. During May and June 1864, he also commanded the ironclad Richmond. In April 1865 with the destruction of the Confederate James River Squadron during the evacuation of Richmond, Parker took charge of the midshipmen guarding the removal of the Confederate gold reserves.

Following the war, Parker joined fellow former Confederate Navy officer James I. Waddell as a captain of a Pacific Mail Steamship Company ship and then was the president of Maryland Agricultural College (later the University of Maryland at College Park) until his efforts to create a cadet corps there led to his resignation at the end of 1882. Appointed minister to Korea in June 1886, Parker was removed less than a year later because of alcoholism. He retired to Washington, D.C., where he wrote his memoirs and died on December 30, 1896.
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Parker’s Cross Roads, Battle of

Event Date: December 31, 1862

Engagement during Confederate brigadier general Nathan Bedford Forrest’s second cavalry raid into western Tennessee (December 11, 1862–January 3, 1863). As the raid neared its end, Union brigadier general Jeremiah C. Sullivan with two brigades commanded by Colonels Cyrus L. Dunham and John W. Fuller, totaling some 3,000 men, attempted to cut off Forrest’s force of about 1,800 men before the Confederates could withdraw across the Tennessee River. Beginning at about 9:00 a.m. on December 31, Dunham and Forrest met at Parker’s Cross Roads in Henderson County, some 30 miles east of Jackson, Tennessee. Confederate artillery secured an early advantage, and Dunham withdrew about a half mile and redeployed, repelling frontal feints until attacked on both flanks and the rear.

Dunham rejected Forrest’s demand for unconditional surrender, and Forrest was preparing a renewed assault when Fuller’s brigade arrived and surprised the Confederates with an attack on their rear. The Confederates briefly reversed their front, repelled Fuller, and then rushed past Dunham’s men south to Lexington and then across the Tennessee River at Clifton. Both sides claimed victory. Union casualties totaled 27 killed and 149 wounded; the Confederates claimed to have suffered only 60 killed or wounded. Each side lost about 300 men taken prisoner.
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Paroles, Prisoner

System by which both Confederate and Union authorities handled the vast number of prisoners of war taken during the first half of the Civil War. Because the United States and the Confederate States of America believed that the war would not last long and because neither side had procedures or adequate prisons in place to handle thousands of prisoners, they made use of a parole system, which had been used by European powers for years as a relatively simple means to handle captured enemy officers. During the Civil War, however, parole was employed for both enlisted men and officers, although far more officers than enlisted men were given the opportunity to be paroled after their capture.

Parole was granted on a personal honor basis in which the captured prisoner would pledge not to take up arms until he could be formally exchanged, usually for an enemy prisoner of war of equal rank. Parole was usually granted within 10 days of an individual’s capture. In many cases, the sheer volume of prisoners dictated that parole be offered within two or three days of capture. Parolees sometimes were allowed to return to their homes if they were close enough to do so. Others often stayed near their outfits and waited for the paperwork and the exchange to be finalized. Some parolees were held in temporary detention camps. Military courts at the time dictated that parolees could not be forced to take on duties that would free enemy soldiers for combat.

As the war dragged on, the number of parolees skyrocketed, as did abuses of the parole system. For example, some soldiers would purposely allow themselves to be taken prisoner so they could return to their homes while on parole. A fair number who did this never returned to duty. Many parolees held in detention camps resented their treatment, while others actively resisted being used as guards or being dispatched to the West to guard against Indian attacks. Those in detention camps often suffered from hunger, disease, bad sanitation, and abuse from guards. By 1862, Union officials began refusing to grant parole to blockade-runners, guerrillas, and irregular forces; the Confederacy was compelled to follow suit.

By 1863, the ever-increasing number of prisoners, combined with the realization that the conflict was being protracted by continually returning men to the ranks, led federal officials to end virtually all paroles and prisoner exchanges on May 25, 1863. By then, paroles and exchanges had become the Confederacy’s primary means by which to replenish its armies. The Confederates were forced to retaliate in kind, and for the last two years of the war, most prisoners of war were held in perpetuity in military prisons. During the war, 463,000 Confederate soldiers and sailors became prisoners; of that number, 248,000 were paroled, most during the final surrenders. Some 212,000 Union soldiers and sailors were captured during the war, of whom approximately 17,000 were paroled.
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Parrott, Robert Parker

Birth Date: October 5, 1804

Death Date: December 24, 1877

Union officer and ordnance expert. Born on October 5, 1804, at Lee, New Hampshire, Robert Parker Parrott graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1824 and remained there as an instructor until 1829. He then served as a second lieutenant in the 3rd U.S. Artillery Regiment during operations against the Creeks in the Southeast and later as assistant to the chief of the Ordnance Bureau. Promoted to captain, Parrott served as ordnance inspector at the privately owned West Point Foundry at Cold Spring, New York. In October 1836 Parrott resigned his commission to become superintendent of the foundry, a primary ordnance supplier to the army.

Parrott is best known for his development of the Parrott muzzle-loading rifled cannon, which he patented in 1861; it was one of the primary types of artillery used during the Civil War. His chief innovation in cannon design lay in heat-shrinking a wrought-iron reinforcing band around the weapon’s breech, the point of greatest strain. Parrott thus economically produced a stronger, more reliable weapon.

The West Point Foundry manufactured the Model 1861 and the more simplified 1863 Parrott designs in a wide variety of calibers. The original 2.9-inch (10-pounder) field gun was quickly replaced by a 3-inch version, a move deemed necessary so that its ammunition would be interchangeable with the other primary field gun, the 3-inch Ordnance rifle. The West Point Foundry also produced the heavier 3.67-inch (20-pounder) and 4.2-inch (30-pounder) guns as well as huge 10-inch (300-pounder) siege and naval pieces. Although popular with gunners for their superior range and accuracy in all calibers, the larger Parrott guns became notorious for exploding during service. Despite such drawbacks, the Parrott gun remained popular among field gunners. Southern foundries copied it extensively for Confederate service.

Parrott also designed advanced cylindro-conical projectiles for his rifled guns. From 1856 to 1859, he collaborated with Dr. John Brahan Reed of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, in a number of government experiments, and their first projectiles were manufactured at the Washington Navy Yard. The partnership between Parrott and Reed eventually ended at the onset of the Civil War, as Reed’s loyalty was with his home state. Parrott purchased an interest in Reed’s patents upon Reed’s return to the South in 1859. Parrott later focused primarily on perfecting his projectiles’ sabots and fuses; he also developed sighting instruments for his various guns.

During a time of rampant war profiteering, Parrott’s West Point Foundry supplied the federal government with weapons at the cost of their manufacture. He remained superintendent of the West Point Foundry until his retirement in 1867. Parrott died at Cold Spring on December 24, 1877.
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Parrott Gun

The most widely used rifled gun of the Civil War. Designed by Robert P. Parrott, superintendent of the West Point Foundry, Parrott guns were easy to operate and were reliable, accurate, and relatively inexpensive to manufacture. Both sides produced them during the war. The Parrott gun was essentially a cast-iron rifled gun with a wrought-iron band shrunk over the breech, the point of greatest strain. The band was equal in thickness to half the diameter of the bore.

Parrott’s first rifled gun was a 2.9-inch (land diameter) 10-pounder. Prior to the Civil War, Parrott also produced a 3.67-inch (20-pounder) and a 4.2-inch (30-pounder). Neither the army nor the navy adopted the Parrott guns until after the start of the Civil War. During the war, Parrotts were produced in bore diameters of 2.9-inch, 3-inch, 3.3-inch, 3.67-inch, 4.2-inch, 5.3-inch (60-pounder), 6.4-inch (100-pounder army, 80-pounder navy), 8-inch (200-pounder army, 150-pounder navy), and 10-inch (300-pounder army, 250-pounder navy). The guns had spiraled rifling, with three grooves and lands on the 2.9-inch to 15 grooves and lands on the 10-inch.
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A battery of heavy Parrott rifled guns manned by Company C, 1st Connecticut Heavy Artillery, at Fort Brady, Virginia, 1864. (Library of Congress)

The smallest U.S. Navy Parrott was the 3.67-inch. The larger guns were better suited to naval service, in which weight was also not as much a factor as in field artillery on land. The 6.4-inch Parrott, for example, weighed some 9,800 pounds. With a powder charge of 10 pounds and at 35 degrees of elevation, it could fire its projectile more than five miles. The U.S. Navy employed the 8-inch Parrott in the turrets of some of its monitors, alongside a smoothbore Dahlgren.

The Parrott gun fired an elongated projectile some 3 calibers in length. Cylindro-conical in shape, it had a bronze ring at a contraction in the base. On ignition of the powder charge, the gas expanded the bronze ring into the grooves of the bore, thus imparting a spin to the projectile. Parrott projectiles were fitted with both time and percussion fuses, and there were also variations, with hardened noses to pierce armor.

Both sides during the war experienced problems with Parrott guns bursting, most notably in operations against Charleston and Fort Fisher. Parrott blamed these on premature shell explosions rather than defects in the bore, but clearly these early rifled guns experienced greater problems than did the smoothbores, especially from grit and sand in the bores. Fewer navy guns burst, which was probably attributable to an order that all rifled projectiles be thoroughly greased before they were loaded. The navy did subsequently remove its heaviest Parrotts from service, however.

From the beginning of the war through April 1864, nearly 2,000 Parrotts were manufactured for the U.S. Army and the U.S. Navy, representing about one-fifth of Union guns on land and sea. The Confederates produced their own Parrotts at the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond in 2.9-inch, 3-inch, 3.67-inch, and 4.2-inch sizes.
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Parsons, Emily Elizabeth

Birth Date: March 8, 1824

Death Date: May 19, 1880

Union nurse and member of the Western Sanitary Commission. Born in Taunton, Massachusetts, on March 8, 1824, and educated in Boston, Emily Elizabeth Parsons lived with her family in Cambridge. After suffering from a bout of scarlet fever as a youth, she refused to let resulting vision and hearing impairments limit her ambitions or activities. When the Civil War began in 1861, Parsons trained as a nurse at Boston’s Massachusetts General Hospital, and in October 1862 she offered her services to the U.S. military.

Parsons was sent to Fort Schuyler’s MacDougall Hospital on Long Island, but her father’s concern about the health risks led her to resign. She moved to New York City to seek a new appointment but failed to obtain a position. Soon she became acquainted with Jessie Benton Frémont, the wife of Union major general John C. Frémont. In January 1863 Jessie Frémont used her connections in the Western Sanitary Commission to secure Parsons an assignment at the Lawson Hospital in St. Louis, Missouri. After less than a month, Parsons received the prestigious assignment as head nurse on the steamboat City of Alton. In this capacity, she accompanied medical stores to Vicksburg.

During the voyage on the Mississippi River, Parsons contracted malaria. After recuperating, she became superintendent of female nurses at St. Louis’s Benton Barracks Hospital, the area’s largest hospital. Here Parsons nursed both white and black soldiers as well as a large number of escaped slaves. Within six months, she suffered another malarial attack and went home to Cambridge to recuperate. Ill health forced her to resign in August 1864.

Parsons nevertheless remained active during the remaining months of the war, working from her home where she collected and sent supplies to the Western Sanitary Commission in St. Louis. She also supported Chicago’s Northwestern Sanitary Fair in May 1865.

Parsons maintained her commitment to hospital work during the postwar years. In 1867 she established a charity hospital for Cambridge’s poor women and children, which eventually became Cambridge Hospital in 1871. Parsons, who never married, spent the remainder of her life supporting the hospital and advocating for the poor. She died on May 19, 1880, in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
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Parsons, Lewis Baldwin

Birth Date: April 5, 1818

Death Date: March 16, 1907

Union officer. Lewis Baldwin Parsons was born on April 5, 1818, in Perry, New York. He graduated from Yale College in 1840 and from Harvard Law School in 1844, at which time he moved to Alton, Illinois, and commenced what became a prosperous legal practice. From 1846 to 1849 Parsons was a city attorney, and from 1854 to 1860 he was chief counsel for and then president of the Ohio & Mississippi Railroad.

In October 1861, Parsons received a captain’s commission upon the intercession of Major General George B. McClellan, a close friend. Because of Parsons’s extensive knowledge of the railroad industry, he was assigned to the Quartermaster Department, although he would have preferred a field command.

By December 1861 Parsons was in St. Louis, where he was placed in charge of all rail and river traffic for the Department of the Mississippi. He performed his work well, and in February 1862 he was advanced to colonel, at which time he became an aide to Major General Henry W. Halleck, commander of the Department of the Missouri, with responsibility for all transport in the West. In August 1864 Parsons was dispatched to Washington, D.C., where he assumed the position of chief of transportation for all Union armies.

It is hard to overemphasize the importance of Parsons’s work and his organizational prowess. Indeed, he had to essentially create a modern transport system from scratch, as the Civil War was the first major conflict that extensively employed railroads to move men and matériel. His efforts at controlling river and inland waterway transport were equally effective. In January 1865 Parsons orchestrated an achievement of great logistical complexity when he supervised the movement of Major General John Schofield’s XXIII Corps from Tennessee to the vicinity of Washington, D.C., in only 17 days, after which the corps was shipped to North Carolina. On May 11, 1865, Parsons was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers.

Parsons remained in the army until he mustered out on April 30, 1866, with the brevet rank of major general. After a two-year hiatus in Europe, he settled in St. Louis, where he became a bank president. In 1875 he purchased a 3,000-acre farm in Flora, Illinois, where he died on March 16, 1907.
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Parsons, Mosby Monroe

Birth Date: May 21, 1822

Death Date: ca. August 15, 1865

Confederate officer. Mosby Monroe Parsons was born on May 21, 1822, in Charlottesville, Virginia. He eventually relocated to Missouri, studied law, and passed the Missouri bar. He fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), serving as a captain in a volunteer cavalry unit. After that conflict, he returned to his law practice and became involved in Missouri politics. From 1853 to 1857 he was the attorney general of Missouri and was then elected to the Missouri Senate.

Parsons had strong Confederate leanings, and so it came as no surprise when he advocated secession for Missouri and backed Governor Claiborne F. Jackson’s plans to take Missouri out of the Union. From early 1861 until November 1862, Parsons commanded the Missouri State Guard’s 6th Division and saw action at Carthage (July 5, 1861), Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), and in the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30). On November 5, 1862, he formally entered Confederate service in Arkansas as a brigadier general. He commanded a brigade in the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862) and the Battle of Helena (July 4, 1863).

Assigned to the District of West Louisiana commanded by Major General Richard Taylor, Parsons commanded a small division and saw action at the Battle of Pleasant Hill (April 9, 1864) during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Returning to Arkansas, Parsons’s men engaged Union brigadier general Frederick Steele’s forces during the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864). Thereafter, most of Parsons’s service was in garrison duty in Arkansas and Louisiana.

Although Parsons had been advanced to major general at the end of April 1864 by order of General E. Kirby Smith, President Jefferson Davis never confirmed the appointment. At the end of the war, Parsons was briefly detained by Union officials and then paroled at the rank of major general. For reasons unknown, Parsons left the United States soon thereafter. He ended up in Mexico and participated in the fighting between the imperialist supporters of Emperor Maximilian, the French-installed puppet emperor, and Republican insurgents. Apparently having sided with the imperialists, Parson was killed in combat probably on August 15, 1865, in Nuevo León.
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Partisan Rangers

Irregular fighting units, officially sanctioned by the Confederate government in April 1862, that were engaged in guerrilla warfare against Union forces and sometimes against civilian populations. Guerrilla warfare in the Southern states had its origins in the American Revolutionary War. In 1780 following the surrender of Continental Army and militia forces that had been besieged at Charleston, South Carolina, partisan units, commanded by officers such as Francis Marion, proved highly effective against British forces in the South. Southern memory of the successful employment of irregular forces during the Revolutionary War certainly contributed to the decision to utilize guerrilla units against Union forces.

To aid in the recruitment of irregular forces, on April 21, 1862, the Congress of the Confederate States of America passed the Partisan Rangers Act, which authorized the commissioning of officers to form bands of Partisan Rangers, to consist of cavalry and infantry units ranging in size from companies to regiments. The rangers were to be subject to the same regulations as Confederate Army personnel and were entitled to the same pay, rations, and quarters.

As the war progressed, Confederate military leaders grew uncomfortable with the methods employed by often uncontrolled irregular forces, particularly in the face of Union threats to execute hostages in response to guerrilla attacks. The most infamous Partisan Ranger operation occurred during the struggle against Union regulars and guerrillas in Kansas and Missouri. On August 21, 1863, “Colonel” William Quantrill led a force of 450 irregulars on a raid into the pro-Union town of Lawrence, Kansas, in retaliation for brutal Union behavior and the deaths of imprisoned female relatives of members of the Partisan Rangers. During the raid the town was pillaged, the bank was robbed, and many buildings were burned. The majority of the town’s male population, at least 150 men and boys, were killed. In response, Union forces conducted a scorched-earth operation in several Missouri counties to deprive Quantrill of logistical support.

The Partisan Rangers Act was repealed on February 17, 1864, after General Robert E. Lee and other officers complained that the rangers were causing more problems than they were solving. Most Partisan Ranger units operating in the East were then consolidated into larger regular cavalry units of the Army of Northern Virginia. Only the ranger units of Lieutenant Colonel John S. Mosby and Captain John Hanson McNeill, which operated in a highly disciplined manner in western Virginia and West Virginia, were officially permitted to continue partisan operations. Nevertheless, some Partisan Ranger forces, such as the troops led by Quantrill, continued to conduct unauthorized guerrilla operations until the end of the Civil War.
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Patrick, Marsena Rudolph

Birth Date: March 11, 1811

Death Date: July 27, 1888

Union officer. Marsena Rudolph Patrick was born on March 11, 1811, in Jefferson County, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1835. Patrick rose steadily through the ranks, saw combat in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), and was a brevet major by 1850, when he resigned his commission and returned to New York, where he took up farming. In 1859 Patrick became president of the New York State Agricultural College, a post he held until 1861.

In the spring of 1861, Patrick became inspector general of New York volunteers. On March 20, 1862, he received a brigadier general’s commission in the volunteer army and command of a brigade and was then dispatched to Virginia. There he skirmished with the Confederates in the Shenandoah Valley before being named military governor of Fredericksburg. He was then attached to the Army of the Potomac, in which he would serve until war’s end. He led a brigade during the Battles of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and Antietam (September 17, 1862) before becoming provost marshal for the Army of the Potomac on October 6, 1862.

By all accounts, Patrick performed his duties efficiently and expeditiously. His responsibilities were many, including intelligence gathering, protection of civilian populations, regulating trade and commerce, dealing with deserters, guarding and housing thousands of prisoners of war, and maintaining troop morale and discipline. Patrick was known for his fair but firm policies and for tight discipline combined with discretion. In the winter of 1864 he became provost marshal for all Union armies then operating against Richmond.

Brevetted major general, Patrick left the army on June 12, 1865. After a failed bid to become New York’s treasurer, from 1867 to 1868 he served as president of the state agricultural society. He subsequently served as a state agricultural commissioner and was a frequent lecturer on agricultural topics. Patrick’s last position was as governor of the Soldiers’ Home in Dayton Ohio, where he died on July 27, 1888. A diary published in 1964 showcased Patrick’s frequent annoyance with various Union commanders and his shock at the level of graft and corruption he encountered in the course of his duties.
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Patterson, Robert

Birth Date: January 12, 1792

Death Date: August 7, 1881

Union officer. Born in Cappagh, County Tyrone, Ireland, on January 12, 1792, Robert Patterson immigrated with his family to the United States in 1799 following his father’s involvement in a plot against British rule in Ireland. The family settled in Pennsylvania, and the young Patterson eventually went into the banking business, where he served as a clerk in a Philadelphia countinghouse.

Patterson first saw military service during the War of 1812, when he was commissioned a first lieutenant in the 2nd Pennsylvania Militia. He went on to serve as a militia lieutenant colonel and a colonel before being commissioned a first lieutenant in the U.S. Army on April 5, 1813. Promoted to captain, Patterson served briefly on the staff of Brigadier General Joseph Bloomfield and was an assistant quartermaster general until leaving the service at the end of the war in 1815.

Following the war, Patterson returned to his commercial pursuits, engaging in manufacturing and establishing several mills. Along with his success in the business world, he became influential in Pennsylvania politics. A Jacksonian Democrat, Patterson was president of Pennsylvania’s electoral college that cast its vote for Martin Van Buren in 1836. Maintaining his position as a state militia officer, Patterson also helped quell local rioting in 1838 and 1844.
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Major General Robert Patterson received command of the Army of the Shenandoah shortly after the start of the Civil War. His lack of aggressiveness, however, allowed Confederate reinforcements to take part in the First Battle of Bull Run in July 1861, and shortly thereafter he was separated from the service. (Library of Congress)

On the outbreak of the Mexican-American War in 1846, Patterson was commissioned a major general of volunteers and given command of the volunteer 2nd Division of the Army of Occupation. Along with service on Major General Winfield Scott’s staff, Patterson saw action during the Siege of Veracruz and was wounded during the advance on Mexico City in the Battle of Cerro Gordo (April 18, 1847). Prior to this important battle, some American commanders had planned an aggressive frontal assault on entrenched Mexican positions. However, Patterson interceded and cancelled this potentially suicidal attack. His decision played a key role in the American victory.

Following the war, Patterson took command of the Pennsylvania Militia and returned to his business interests, which continued to thrive. His acquisition of 30 cotton mills made him a wealthy man, and he continued to play an influential role in Pennsylvania politics.

National events eventually brought Patterson back to full-time military service for a third time. On the beginning of the Civil War, he received an appointment as major general of Pennsylvania volunteers in April 1861. Shortly thereafter, he received command of the Department of Pennsylvania and the Army of the Shenandoah. Ordered to retake the Harpers Ferry Arsenal from Confederate forces, Patterson moved slowly, allowing Confederate forces time to secure most of what they had captured at the arsenal. In the early summer of 1861, with Confederate forces assembling around Manassas, Virginia, Patterson was ordered to prevent Brigadier General Joseph E. Johnston’s forces near Harpers Ferry from joining this larger army. However, Patterson’s lack of aggressiveness allowed Johnston to outmaneuver the Union force at the Battle of Hoke’s Run (July 2, 1861) and then to reinforce Confederate forces at Manassas Junction in time for the Southern victory in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

Patterson was widely criticized for his failures, and his commission was not renewed. He was separated from the army under honorable conditions on July 27, 1861, at the expiration of his three-month commission.

Patterson then resumed his business interests in Philadelphia. He soon became one of the largest mill owners in the United States and also developed interests in sugar refining and cotton plantations. He also wrote a book about his Civil War service titled A Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861 (1865), in which he claimed that Union general in chief Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott had ordered him to hold his position and await further orders. From 1867 to 1881, Patterson served as president of the Aztec Club, a military society of Mexican-American War veterans. In his later years, he was a popular speaker and served on the board of trustees of Lafayette College. Patterson died on August 7, 1881, in Philadelphia.
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Pattersonville, Louisiana, Engagement at

Event Date: March 28, 1863

Engagement during Union major general Nathaniel Banks’s 1863 Bayou Teche Campaign. On March 28, 1863, Brigadier General Godfrey Weitzel, commanding the 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, XIX Corps, requested Union Navy acting master Thomas L. Peterson to carry out a reconnaissance in the gunboat Diana of Grand Lake via Bayou Teche. The Diana, built in 1858, was a 239-ton side-wheel steamer mounting five guns. Weitzel sent along a company each from the 12th Connecticut and 160th New York Infantry Regiments, along with his aide, Lieutenant Pickering D. Allen.

After conducting the reconnaissance, the Diana left Grand Lake and entered a narrow channel of the Atchafalaya River that passed below Pattersonville. There a Confederate force of perhaps 500 men, consisting of the Val Verde (Texas) Battery, a cavalry escort of Brigadier General Henry H. Sibley’s Texas Brigade, and a detachment of the 28th Louisiana Infantry, ambushed the Diana from a concealed position on the bank. In a three-hour engagement, the Diana was crippled, suffering damage to its propulsion system and steering. Upon hearing the gunfire, Union reinforcements were rushed to the scene, but the Calhoun ran aground en route, and the Estrella was unable to arrive before the Diana had drifted ashore and the crew was forced to surrender. In the engagement, the Federals suffered 4 dead (including Peterson), 14 wounded (including Allen), and more than 100 men captured. Confederate losses are unknown.

The Confederates repaired the Diana and added it to their small flotilla on Bayou Teche. On April 13, 1863, while shelling Union forces in the engagement of Irish Bend and Fort Bisland (April 12–14), the Diana was seriously damaged by a round from a 4.2-inch (30-pounder) Parrott rifle that struck the engine room and exploded. The gunboat was able to withdraw and effect repairs and then the next morning was ordered to proceed to Irish Bend, where it helped protect the Confederate retreat from the battle there (April 13–14). On April 18, the crippled steamer was set afire by the Confederates, destroying it. Even with captured Union gunboats, Confederate land and naval forces were unable to stop Banks’s campaign up the Teche and Atchafalaya Rivers, and in May Union forces reached the Mississippi above Port Hudson, isolating that garrison from Vicksburg. On July 9 after learning of Vicksburg’s surrender five days earlier, Port Hudson capitulated, removing the final Confederate obstacle to Union shipping on the Mississippi.
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Paul, Gabriel René

Birth Date: March 22, 1813

Death Date: May 5, 1886

Union officer. Gabriel René Paul was born on March 22, 1813, in St. Louis, Missouri. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1834. Paul saw service in various posts in the West and also served in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), rising to captain in 1846 and being brevetted for the Battle of Chapultepec. When the Civil War began in 1861, Paul was stationed in New Mexico and on April 22 was promoted to major, 8th Infantry. He was also acting inspector general of the Department of New Mexico. Paul was preoccupied with protecting his department from Confederate incursions; he also had to cope with Texas Confederates’ efforts to convince Union soldiers in the territory to defect to the Confederate side.

By December 1861, Paul entered the volunteer service as colonel of the 4th New Mexico Infantry Regiment, which he headquartered at Fort Union, a post located to the northeast of Santa Fe. His immediate focus was on Confederate brigadier general Henry H. Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign (November 1861–May 1862), which sought to secure the Southwest for the Confederacy. Paul helped blunt the Confederate offensive before being sent to the East. Advanced to brigadier general of volunteers in September 1862, Paul was given charge of a brigade in I Corps, Army of the Potomac, and led it at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where it saw limited action.

During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Paul’s brigade took part in the desperate defense of Seminary Ridge on the first day of fighting. That afternoon Paul was struck in his right temple by a bullet that exited through his left eye. Miraculously he survived, but he was left blind and almost deaf. He served out much of the remainder of the war on administrative duties and retired in February 1865, having been promoted to colonel and brevetted brigadier general in the regular army. In 1866 he was placed on the retired list as a brigadier general. Paul lived in Washington, D.C., where he died on May 5, 1886.
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Paulding, Hiram

Birth Date: December 11, 1799

Death Date: October 20, 1878

Union naval officer. Born in Cortlandt, New York, on December 11, 1799, Hiram Paulding received a midshipman’s warrant on September 1, 1811, and saw duty during the War of 1812. He was promoted to lieutenant on April 27, 1816; to master commandant on February 9, 1837; and to captain on February 29, 1844. From 1855 to 1858, Paulding commanded the Home Squadron as commodore and then as flag officer.

From March to September 1861, Paulding was assigned as chief of the Office of Detail in the Navy Department in Washington, D.C., and was charged with selecting officers for assignments. On April 18, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, furious at the refusal of the commandant of the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard, Captain Charles S. McCauley, to permit the steam frigate Merrimack to depart that place, dispatched Paulding to replace him. The yard was then threatened with takeover by the State of Virginia. Paulding arrived at Norfolk late on April 20 following a quick trip to Washington, only to find that McCauley, believing that the yard was about to be attacked, had ordered the scuttling of all its ships. Paulding then had no choice but to continue the work already begun. He was able to get off only two ships, the screw sloop Pawnee towing the sailing sloop Cumberland, early on April 21. Once they had departed, Paulding gave the signal to torch the yard and destroy its facilities. The work of destruction on April 21 was at best only haphazard, but the result was a considerable loss not only in ships, including the Merrimack (which would be rebuilt by the Confederates into the ironclad Virginia), but also in ordnance and supplies. The Confederates’ haul included 1,198 guns, including 52 IX-inch Dahlgrens. Both Paulding and McCauley came under considerable criticism in the Northern press for their handling of the situation.
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U.S. Navy Rear Admiral Hiram Paulding joined the navy as a midshipman in 1811 and served through the Civil War. In command of the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard at the start of the war, he largely botched the job of its destruction on the secession of Virginia, a great advantage to the Confederacy. (National Archives)

In October 1861, Paulding assumed command of the New York (Brooklyn) Navy Yard. Although he was placed on the retired list on December 21, he continued in this command. Promoted to rear admiral on the retired list on July 16, 1862, Paulding remained in command of the yard until May 1865. From 1866 to 1869, he was governor of the Philadelphia Naval Asylum and then was port admiral of Boston, Massachusetts, until October 1870. Paulding died in Huntington, New York, on October 20, 1878.
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Paxton, Elisha Franklin

Birth Date: March 4, 1828

Death Date: May 3, 1863

Confederate officer. Elisha Franklin Paxton was born on March 4, 1828, in Rockbridge County, Virginia. After attending both Washington College (Washington and Lee University) and Yale University, Paxton graduated from the University of Virginia Law School. He worked as a lawyer in both Ohio and Virginia until he began to experience vision problems, which forced him to abandon his legal practice in 1859.

Paxton joined the Confederate Army on April 18, 1861, as a first lieutenant in the Rockbridge Rifles, a volunteer company from Lexington. He fought in several engagements under Brigadier General Thomas J. Jackson, including the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Elected major of the 27th Virginia Infantry of the famed Stonewall Brigade in October 1861, Paxton served during Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) but was not well liked by his men and failed to win reelection in the spring of 1862.

Jackson, however, thought highly of Paxton and appointed him assistant adjutant with the rank of major. On November 1, 1862, Paxton was advanced to brigadier general on Jackson’s recommendation and was assigned command of the Stonewall Brigade. Paxton’s appointment over more senior officers rankled many, but Jackson stood by his decision.

The Stonewall Brigade was held in reserve at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and thus saw virtually no combat. Paxton’s next major engagement was at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Here too the Stonewall Brigade was mainly in a support role during the first two days of fighting. On the third day of combat, May 3, while Paxton was preparing his brigade for assault in the early morning hours, he was struck and killed by a minié ball.
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Pay, Confederate Army and Navy

In the initial months of the secession crisis, a naive optimism prevailed in the South—fueled by secessionist ardor, patriotism, and the threat of Union military action—with regard to how the troops who were volunteering or hastily being called up would be paid and supplied. In March 1861, the Confederate Congress enacted an army pay scale as follows: private, $11 per month, and corporal through sergeant major, from $13 to $21 (paid bimonthly). Officers’ monthly pay ranged from $90 for first lieutenant to $150 for major and $195 for colonel, with generals at $301. The entire scale, except pay for generals, was roughly about 85 percent of the comparable U.S. Army pay scale. The Union’s generals were paid far higher salaries than their Confederate counterparts, although commanding generals in charge of Confederate armies did have their base salaries handsomely supplemented with special allowances.

As in the U.S. Navy, Confederate Navy enlisted personnel were not paid in cash on a regular basis. Instead, their monthly earnings were noted in their ship’s pay book and disbursed upon discharge. This placed many at a great disadvantage, as inflation made their earnings worth far less over time. The pay scale for enlisted men was ordinary seamen, $12 per month; seamen, $14 per month; able seamen, $18 per month; third-class petty officer, $20 per month; and senior petty officer, $25 per month.

Naval officers, who like their U.S. counterparts were paid only once a year, were remunerated based on the length of service and on the particular responsibilities performed. An admiral received $6,000 per year, while a captain’s pay, when commanding a squadron, was $5,000 per year. On any other duty at sea, a captain earned $4,200 per year. On other duty the pay was $3,600 per year, while on leave or awaiting orders the pay was $3,000 per year. The pay of other officers was to be regulated by length of service, but as the first increase in pay was to come after five years of service, none of the officers benefited by it. The yearly pay of a commander on duty at sea was $2,825 and on other duty was $2,662. Commanders on leave or awaiting orders received $2,250 per year. First lieutenants commanding at sea received $2,550 per year, and first lieutenants on duty at sea received $1,500 per year and the same when on other duty. When on leave or awaiting orders, they received only $1,200 per year. Second lieutenants while on duty at sea were paid $1,200 per year, but when on leave or on other duty they received just $1,000 per year. Surgeons on duty at sea received $2,200 per year; when on other duty, they were paid $2,000 per year.

As the credit standing of the Confederate government eroded during the war, inflation devastated soldiers’ and sailors’ real earnings, and the Confederate Congress in February 1864 adjusted pay scales. Pay for privates, the great majority of Confederate soldiers, was reset at $18 per month in a revalued new issue of currency. Enlisted naval men received a similar pay adjustment.

From the very start of the fighting, Confederate soldiers could hardly depend on either regular pay or the small amounts allocated additionally for supplies. Some went months without pay, and in extreme instances, the periods in which they received no pay approached a year. Pay operations were hampered, of course, by episodes of rapid military advance or retreat, major battles, and severe weather. More enduring problems, however, made Confederate pay operations a source of intense discontent in the ranks. One problem was organizational: army paymasters were placed under control of the Treasury Department rather than (as in the U.S. Army) the Paymaster General. And the Treasury Department officers rigidly enforced policies that adversely affected morale. Most grievously, troops would be paid only from the day they themselves could document when they had formally entered Confederate service; hence, pay was denied or delayed even for soldiers (including the wounded) who had a record of battlefield service but who could not produce the necessary documentation. Thus, the men who had stepped forward in the storied wave of individual volunteering or state call-ups at the start of the conflict were left to the mercy of the governors and state legislatures for back pay that seldom materialized. Moreover, Treasury drafts sent to army paymasters often required the latter to travel to distant bank locations to obtain the currency required for distribution of pay.

By mid-1863, severe shortfalls in Confederate revenues and breakdowns in pay administration were having devastating effects on the troops. At the same time, compounding the obvious morale problems, Confederate supply officers were authorized to impress food and equipment from civilians, who were compensated with manifestly worthless promissory notes or badly depreciated currency. The consequent suffering prompted innumerable Confederate soldiers to desert and return home to help their families in distress.

Thus, the disastrous situation in pay operations became part of a vicious cycle that badly demoralized the troops. Aware that rising desertion rates were decimating his army, General Robert E. Lee singled out “insufficiency of food and nonpayment of the troops” as the major causes of Confederate desertion.

The Confederate Congress made several adjustments in policy during the war years, including provision for pay of those discharged for disabling wounds, bounties for various special services, and modest upward adjustments of officers’ pay scales. By late 1863, however, such measures had become virtually irrelevant. The more fundamental problems of the Confederacy, which ultimately led to defeat, were the collapsing economy, debilitating tensions between state governors and the Jefferson Davis administration, disappearing public revenues, and finally the defeats suffered on the battlefield.
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Pay, U.S. Army and Navy

U.S. Army and U.S. Volunteers pay for noncommissioned personnel, usually disbursed in cash every other month, was as follows: privates, $13 per month; corporals, $14 per month; sergeants, $17 per month; first sergeants, $20 per month; and sergeant majors, $21 per month. Each enlisted man was also given a clothing and supply allowance of $3 per month. On average, nonofficer pay for U.S. soldiers and naval personnel was 15–20 percent higher than Confederate pay for the same personnel.

On June 22, 1864, in response to rising inflation, Congress approved a new pay scale, which amounted to about a 22.5 percent across-the-board increase, with privates now earning $16 per month. African Americans (U.S. Colored Troops), however, were paid less and were not given a clothing allowance. Until June 1864, African American troops received just $10 per month, compared to $13 per month for white privates. Congress authorized equal pay for black soldiers in June 1864 but retroactively only to January 1, 1864. Because an African American soldier had to show proof that he had been a free man prior to 1861 in order to receive the raise, however, virtually no black troops received the pay increase.

U.S. Army officers, who were generally paid on a monthly rather than a bimonthly schedule, were paid as follows: second lieutenants, $45 per month; first lieutenants, $50 per month; captains, $65 per month; majors, $70 per month; lieutenant colonels, $80 per month; and colonels, $90 per month. General officers’ pay was brigadier generals, $124 per month; major generals, $220 per month; and lieutenant general, $270 per month. Engineering, ordnance, and other specialty officers typically earned a bit more. All officers also received additional remuneration for uniforms, equipment, and expenses incurred while in camp.

Pay and pay policies in the U.S. Navy differed considerably. Because the navy had a larger number of differentiated personnel and more ranks, the system could get quite complicated. Those under the age of 18 serving aboard ship earned $8 per month. Landsmen—untrained recruits older than 18—earned $12 per month. The regularized enlisted men’s pay was as follows: ordinary seamen, $14 per month; seamen, $18 per month; coal heavers, $18 per month; second-class firemen, $25 per month; and first-class firemen, $30 per month. Enlisted men with more specialized skills earned $20–$24 per month. Naval personnel were not paid in cash on a regular basis; instead, their earnings were noted in the ship’s pay book and paid upon discharge. African Americans serving in the navy received equal pay.

Officers in the navy were paid on a yearly basis. Their pay scale was as follows: ensigns, $1,200 per year; lieutenants, $1,875 per year; lieutenant commanders, $2,343 per year; commanders, $2,800 per year; captains, $3,500 per year; commodores, $4,000 per year; and rear admirals, $5,000 per year. Officers with special training, such as surgeons, earned $3,000 per year. Paymasters received $3,100 per year, while engineers earned $2,600 per year. Assistant engineers were paid $1,250 per year, while clerks received $1,500 per year. Unlike army officers, whose pay was constant, naval officers’ salaries were reduced by about half when on shore duty. Naval officers and enlisted men could earn additional money if their ship happened to seize a Confederate warship or a blockade-runner, the prizes from which were typically divided among the crew after adjudication by a prize court.

Unlike the Confederate War Department, the U.S. War Department was able to pay its soldiers and sailors on a fairly regular schedule and with currency that was not being constantly devalued. Inflation, while a problem in the United States, never reached the ruinous proportions that crippled the Confederacy. Thus, Union military morale, especially as the war dragged on, tended to be higher than in the Confederate armed forces.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Navy, U.S.; Pay, Confederate Army and Navy

Further Reading

Lord, Francis A. They Fought for the Union. New York: Random House, 1988.

Wiley, Bell Irvin. The Life of Billy Yank: The Common Soldier in the Union Army. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1979.

_______________________

Payne, Lewis
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Payne, William Henry Fitzhugh

Birth Date: January 27, 1830

Death Date: March 29, 1904

Confederate officer. William Henry Fitzhugh Payne was born on January 27, 1830, in Fauquier County, Virginia. He attended the Virginia Military Institute and the University of Virginia before setting up a law practice in Warrenton in 1851. He served as a commonwealth attorney until 1861, when he enlisted in the Virginia Militia as a private.

On April 26, 1861, Payne became a captain in the Black Horse Cavalry Company, which became part of the 4th Virginia Cavalry, with Payne appointed major. He saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was wounded and captured at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862). Exchanged several months later, he returned to active duty in September with promotion to lieutenant colonel. Payne now took temporary charge of the 2nd North Carolina Cavalry but was soon sidelined by his lingering battle wound.

After briefly leading the 4th Virginia Cavalry, Payne again received command of the 2nd North Carolina, which he led at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). On June 20, 1863, at the Battle of Hanover, Pennsylvania, Payne was again wounded and taken prisoner. This time he spent nearly a year in the prison camp on Johnson’s Island, Ohio. Exchanged in May 1864, he was promoted to colonel of the 4th Virginia but soon took command of a cavalry brigade. Payne next saw combat in Union major general Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865), during which Payne was finally advanced to brigadier general on November 1, 1864. Ordered to the Richmond area in the spring of 1865, he was wounded a third time at the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865). Payne managed to make it to his home in Warrenton but was captured there by Union forces on April 14. He was released on May 29.

After the war, Payne returned to his Warrenton legal practice. During 1879 and 1880, he served in the Virginia legislature. He also served for a number of years as general counsel for the Southern Railway in Washington, D.C., where he died on March 29, 1904.
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Peabody, George

Birth Date: February 18, 1795

Death Date: November 4, 1869

American businessman and philanthropist. George Peabody was born on February 18, 1795, in South Danvers, Massachusetts, of old Massachusetts stock but humble means. Despite a lack of educational opportunities, Peabody attained great wealth as a merchant banker in Baltimore and later as an investment banker and importer in London.

Although Peabody remained an American patriot, after 1837 England became his commercial center and permanent home. From there, he agonized over the American Civil War, seeing it as disastrous for the nation’s economy and international prestige. He believed that the conflict could have been avoided by the sort of honest mediation that had served him well in business. The British followed the war with intense interest, with the aristocracy favoring the Confederacy and the working classes favoring the Union. Peabody tried to be a positive American influence in London, maintaining friendships on both sides of the divide as a sort of informal diplomat. Still, abhorring slavery, his sympathies were with the Union, and he refused requests by Confederate agents to assist in negotiating a British loan. Because of his moderation, he was sometimes criticized by both Union and Confederate partisans.

Peabody’s philosophy combined a secular form of the Puritan doctrine of stewardship with Enlightenment values. Queen Victoria herself gratefully acknowledged his Donation Fund, supplying quality housing for the British “deserving poor.” After the war, Peabody routinely addressed Reconstruction in the American South through education, which he called “the debt due from the present to future generations.” Keenly acknowledging his own lack of formal schooling, he concluded that education was the surest path out of poverty for both Americans and Europeans. Among his many endowments to his native land, aimed at repairing the devastations of the war, was the Peabody Education Fund, which led to the establishment in 1875 of the George Peabody College for Teachers in Nashville, Tennessee. For many decades, the college remained an independent institution dedicated to providing quality educators for the South and developing nations of the world before becoming part of Vanderbilt University. Peabody died on November 4, 1869, in London.
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Peace Democrats
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Peace Movements

Peace or antiwar movements in both the Union and Confederacy were generally limited in scope and confined to certain geographic areas. Much of the opposition to the war on both sides was based on the dislike of conscription and the desire for reunification of the nation rather than steadfast pacifism per se. The Civil War largely silenced what had been a rather active peace movement during the antebellum years.

When war began in April 1861, the American Peace Society and its affiliates broke pacifist ranks, maintaining that the conflict was an unlawful rebellion against authority and demanding that the South return to the Union. The only steadfast opponents of the war were pacifists from the historic peace churches—the Society of Friends (Quakers), the Mennonites, and the Church of the Brethren—who opposed military conscription on religious grounds.

Both warring governments provided limited exemption from military service for religious objectors. The 1862 Pennsylvania Supreme Court case Kneedler v. Lane, involving a conscientious objector’s challenge to the federal conscription act, was upheld, thus paving the way for objectors to be jailed for refusing to serve or to obey military orders when inducted into federal service. In the Confederacy, similar actions took place but with more authority, given President Jefferson Davis’s lack of sympathy for pacifists. On both sides, religious pacifists who refused to pay war taxes witnessed seizure of their property in lieu of payment to support the war.

In the North, opposition to the draft led to the infamous riots of July 1863 in New York City. Angry over the ability of the rich to purchase exemptions, mobs sacked shops, burned numerous buildings, and fought with Union soldiers. In the rioting, several hundred lives were lost. Additional outbreaks protesting conscription took place on a lesser scale in neighboring states and in the Midwest.

In addition, Northern Peace Democrats, or Copperheads, called for a negotiated peace. Strongest in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois and led by Clement L. Vallandigham until his arrest and conviction in May 1863, the Copperheads denounced military arrests, conscription, and other wartime enactments. Other leaders included Fernando Wood of New York and Alexander Long of Cincinnati. Their main objective was restoration of the Union, not emancipation. The Copperheads also worked with secret societies such as the Knights of the Golden Circle, later renamed the Sons of Liberty in 1864, who called for an immediate truce.

In the Confederacy, opposition to the war led to some instances of food riots and draft evasion. Yeoman farmers and laboring classes sought to avoid both the draft and paying taxes. The desire for peace was strongest in regions populated by nonplanters—much of the upper South and areas in the Appalachian Mountains. The most powerful peace demonstration occurred in North Carolina, where Governor Zebulon Vance actively campaigned against conscription. After the fall of Vicksburg and the Southern defeat at Gettysburg in July 1863, nearly 100 peace meetings were held in North Carolina. Subsequently, in many Southern states some 100,000 people joined two secret orders, the Heroes of America and the Peace Society, that sought to end the conflict by opposing the Confederacy through such tactics as driving away recruiting officers, encouraging desertion, and challenging troop morale.

Criticism of the war on both sides was based primarily on class, economic circumstances, dislike of conscription, and desire for reunion.
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Peachtree Creek, Battle of

Event Date: July 20, 1864

Major battle of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Since launching his campaign to destroy the Confederate Army of Tennessee in May 1864, Union major general William T. Sherman had pushed his three armies some 100 miles into Georgia and by mid-July stood poised to take Atlanta. On July 17, Confederate president Jefferson Davis ordered the removal of General Joseph E. Johnston, commanding the Army of Tennessee, who appeared willing to yield the vital railroad and supply hub without a fight. Johnston’s replacement, General John Bell Hood, had little time to address the crisis he inherited, as Sherman’s massive force was preparing to cross the final significant natural impediment between Hood’s army and Atlanta. Sherman’s approach, however, presented an opportunity: Major General George Thomas’s huge Army of the Cumberland, itself larger than Hood’s entire force, was separated by several miles from Sherman’s other two field armies. Hood understood that he was expected to fight, and he was determined to strike Thomas’s isolated command just after it crossed Peachtree Creek north of the city.
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View of battlefield, Peachtree Creek, Georgia. Fought on July 20, 1864, this inconclusive major engagement was part of the May–September 1864 Atlanta Campaign. (Library of Congress)

On July 19, Hood issued orders for an elaborate flanking movement by Lieutenant General William J. Hardee’s corps against Thomas’s exposed left flank, followed by an assault by Lieutenant General Alexander P. Stewart’s corps on Thomas’s main line. It was a solid plan. For his part, Thomas was not expecting an attack as he began to cross Peachtree Creek and cautiously form up his forces south of that stream. The crossing was completed early on July 20. Hood’s attack was supposed to begin at 1:00 p.m., but the approach of Sherman’s remaining forces to the east necessitated a clumsy, swift redeployment that delayed the advance for some two hours. When Hardee finally attacked, he still managed to achieve surprise, but the disjointed and ineffectual effort of his corps gave the Federals time to rally, and the flank held.

Stewart then unleashed his men on Thomas’s center, which was manned by Major General Joseph Hooker’s XX Corps. The undermanned divisions of Major Generals William W. Loring and Edward C. Walthall attacked furiously and even threatened to pierce the Union line but lacked the weight to drive home the effort. Hooker’s men held strong and, aided by the well-served Union artillery, were able to restore their line. Stewart hoped to renew the attack and sought reinforcements for that purpose, but the Union threat to the east—the rapid approach of Major General James B. McPherson’s Army of the Tennessee—compelled Hood to pull the troops whom Stewart needed. By 6:00 p.m. the battle had played out, although sporadic fighting lasted into the night.

For most of the day, Sherman was unaware of Thomas’s fight or that his subordinate faced the bulk of Hood’s force. Sherman therefore missed an opportunity to overrun the thin lines east of the city. Hood came closer to delivering a stunning blow than Sherman would admit, but in the process the Confederates suffered some 2,500 casualties, the majority in Stewart’s corps. The Army of the Cumberland lost roughly 1,700 killed or wounded. The Battle of Peachtree Creek was the first of three major fights around Atlanta during an eight-day period.
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Pea Ridge, Battle of

Start Date: March 7, 1862

End Date: March 8, 1862

Engagement during the struggle to control Missouri. The Battle of Pea Ridge, also known as the Battle of Elkhorn Tavern, was fought in Benton County, Arkansas, during March 7–8, 1862. On February 10, U.S. major general Samuel R. Curtis had begun a campaign designed to clear Missouri of Confederate forces. Curtis commanded the Army of the Southwest numbering some 11,000 men, while Confederate brigadier general Sterling Price had only 8,000 men. Price offered little effective resistance, and Curtis drove the Confederates from Missouri into northwestern Arkansas.

Once in Arkansas, Price joined his forces to those of Brigadier General Ben McCulloch, and the two then withdrew to north of Fayetteville. There the Confederates reorganized under the aggressive Major General Earl Van Dorn, who had been appointed to command the Trans-Mississippi District, largely to end the quarreling that had been occurring between Price and McCulloch. Van Dorn formed the Army of the West on March 2 and set it in motion toward the Union forces with the expectation of routing them and then invading Missouri.

Van Dorn ordered Price, McCulloch, and their men north, while Brigadier General Albert Pike was also to advance with his command, consisting primarily of three regiments of Cherokees, totaling some 800 men. In his three forces, Van Dorn commanded some 17,000 men. The ensuing battle is noteworthy as one of the few times in the war when the Confederates outnumbered their Union counterparts.

The Confederate advance began on March 4. The weather turned cold and snowy, slowing the march. To increase speed, Van Dorn left his supply wagons behind, a decision that he would later regret.

Learning of the Confederate advance, Curtis concentrated his four infantry divisions and entrenched in a strong position on Pea Ridge some 10 miles northeast of Bentonville. Some fighting occurred on March 6, when Union brigadier general Franz Sigel was slow to evacuate Bentonville and he and his men were surprised by the Confederates’ advance units. But they managed to fight their way through them to the Pea Ridge line.

Van Dorn, who was ill, formulated the battle plan from an ambulance on March 6. He ordered McCulloch and Pike to feint against the Union right and center, respectively, while Price assaulted and turned the Union left near Elkhorn Tavern. To get in position for an attack the next morning, March 7, Price was obliged to march his men all night. Although skirmishing occurred between 6:00 and 7:00 a.m., Price was slow to attack. His assault did not begin until 10:30, and the Federals were thus able to prepare. Troops here under Colonel Eugene A. Carr turned back two Confederate assaults, but a third assault drove the Federals from their position. On the other end of the Union line, the Cherokees, commanded by Colonel Stand Watie, drove back one Union division, but the Federals counterattacked and retook the lost ground. McCulloch was shot and killed by a Union sharpshooter, and his men lost heart. Meanwhile, a fourth assault by Price’s men drove Carr’s Union troops farther west of Elkhorn Tavern, although Union reserves stabilized the line there by nightfall.

Combat resumed the next day. Curtis, guessing correctly that the Confederates were running out of ammunition (Van Dorn’s supply train was a six-hour march distant), sent two of his divisions under Sigel against Price. The massed Union artillery, combined with infantry attacks, forced the Confederates to retreat. On the Union right, the other Union divisions attacked and smashed the Confederate left. Van Dorn had no recourse but to order a retreat.
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Kurz & Allison print of the Battle of Pea Ridge, also known as the Battle of Elkhorn Tavern, which was fought in Benton County, Arkansas, on March 7–8, 1862. The first major Union victory in the Trans-Mississippi Theater, it brought Union control of Missouri for more than two years. (Library of Congress)

Sigel took two divisions and marched toward Keetsville, Missouri, in the mistaken belief that the Confederates had withdrawn in that direction. By the time he had returned, any chance of effective Union pursuit had been lost. Nonetheless, Curtis had won a decisive victory against superior numbers. Union losses were 1,384 (203 killed, 980 wounded, and 201 missing) against as many as 4,600 Confederate losses, including 300 captured. The Battle of Pea Ridge was the first major Union victory in the Trans-Mississippi theater and ensured Union control of Missouri for more than two years.
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Pearson, Richmond Mumford

Birth Date: 1805

Death Date: January 5, 1878

North Carolina politician and jurist. Richmond Mumford Pearson was born in 1805 in Rowan County, North Carolina. Educated at the University of North Carolina, he studied law and established a legal practice in Salisbury, North Carolina. A pro-Union Whig, Pearson served in the North Carolina legislature before becoming a superior court judge in 1836. In 1848 he was named an associate justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court. Meanwhile, he also established a law school in the state that garnered an excellent reputation.

In 1858 Pearson was appointed chief justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court. Almost immediately, he made known his belief that secession was fundamentally unconstitutional. Despite his misgivings, however, he remained on the high court once the Civil War began, but he soon ran afoul of the Jefferson Davis administration.

After the Confederate Congress enacted a conscription law in 1862, Pearson pointedly ruled it unconstitutional and issued writs of habeas corpus to free those who had been apprehended as deserters in North Carolina. This outraged the Davis administration, which devised ways to skirt Pearson’s actions, including raising the state’s volunteer quotas.

In the winter of 1864 after the Confederate government had outlawed the use of substitutes as stand-ins for compulsory military service, Pearson issued a ruling that declared the move unconstitutional. Confederate officials in Richmond, tired of Pearson’s conduct, simply ordered North Carolina officials to ignore the judge’s rulings. Others demanded that he be impeached.

The iconoclastic Pearson remained chief justice until his death in Winston, North Carolina, on January 5, 1878, having survived various postwar crises, including a serious bid to impeach him in 1870. His embrace of the Republican Party in the late 1860s also did nothing to endear him to most North Carolinians.
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Peck, John James

Birth Date: January 4, 1821

Death Date: April 21, 1878

Union officer. John James Peck was born on January 4, 1821, in Manlius, New York. Peck graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843. Commissioned in the artillery, he was stationed in New York. In 1846 he was assigned to Brigadier General Zachary Taylor’s Army of Occupation in Texas. In the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Peck saw combat at the Battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, and Monterrey, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1847. Transferred to Major General Winfield Scott’s army, Peck took part in the landing at Veracruz and fought in the battles of Scott’s Mexico City Campaign through the fall of the Mexican capital. Peck was brevetted captain for the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco and to major for his role in the Battle of Molino del Rey.

Peck then served in the Quartermasters Department and in the West and saw action against the Apaches. He resigned his commission on March 1, 1853, and became associated with a New York railroad. He was a delegate to the 1856 and 1860 National Democratic Conventions, and in 1856 he ran for Congress as a Democrat but failed to win election. Peck also was one of the founders of a bank in Syracuse and was president of the Syracuse Board of Education.

On August 9, 1861, Peck received a brigadier general’s commission in the Union volunteer army. Initially assigned to the defenses of Washington, D.C., he soon joined Major George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), commanding a brigade in IV Corps. Peck saw action in the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862) and distinguished himself in the Battles of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862) and Fair Oaks/Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and again during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), when he commanded the 2nd Division of IV Corps. For his role in the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862), on July 25 he was advanced to major general of volunteers to date from July 4.

Following McClellan’s evacuation of the Virginia Peninsula, Peck commanded the Union garrison at Yorktown. In September he assumed command of Union troops in Virginia south of the James River. Learning in advance of Confederate lieutenant general James Longstreet’s plan to take Suffolk, Peck was able to take appropriate countermeasures. During the ensuing Siege of Suffolk (April 11–May 4), Peck eventually commanded three divisions. Although Longstreet’s men cut the Union supply route, Peck’s counteroffensive recovered the lost ground, and the Union forces were victorious at Norfleet House (April 14–15). The Confederates then lifted the siege and withdrew.

In the summer of 1863, Peck assumed command of the District of North Carolina but saw little action. Poor health forced him to take sick leave, but he returned to duty to command the Department of the East along the Canadian frontier from July 1864 until he mustered out of the service on August 25, 1865.

Postbellum, Peck returned to Syracuse, New York, where he organized and became president of the New York State Life Insurance Company. His health deteriorated, and he died in Syracuse on April 21, 1878.
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Peck, William Raine

Birth Date: January 13, 1818

Death Date: January 22, 1871

Confederate officer. William Raines Peck was born on January 13, 1818, in Jefferson County, Tennessee. In the 1840s he migrated to Louisiana, where he purchased a large plantation along the Mississippi River. In the spring of 1861, Peck enlisted in Confederate service as a private in the 9th Louisiana Infantry Regiment but was quickly appointed a captain. He saw much action with the 9th Louisiana, mostly in II Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, while advancing steadily in rank. He participated in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and the Battles of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), among numerous other engagements.

Peck was promoted to colonel on October 8, 1863, and given charge of the 9th Louisiana, which he led ably in several engagements in Virginia during May and June 1864. On several occasions he took temporary brigade command, most notably at the Battle of Monocacy (July 9, 1864) in Maryland, where his performance earned him glowing reports from his superiors. Peck was promoted to brigadier general on February 15, 1865, but did not participate in any other major engagements.

Paroled in Vicksburg on June 6, 1865, Peck returned to his plantation, where he lived quietly but prosperously and died on January 22, 1871.
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Peebles’ Farm, Battle of

Start Date: September 30, 1864

End Date: October 2, 1864

Engagement during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). The Battle of Peebles’ Farm (also known as the Battle of Poplar Springs Church) was part of Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s continuing effort to probe Confederate lines at Petersburg and Richmond. By so doing, he hoped to perhaps locate a weak spot and break through it. Coupled with the Battle of New Market Heights (September 29, 1864), this engagement has been termed Grant’s Fifth Offensive.

Grant ordered Major General George G. Meade, commanding the Army of the Potomac, to attack the Confederate defenses of Petersburg to keep Southern reinforcements from moving north of the James River. He was also ordered to seize the Southside Railroad, a vital link in General Robert E. Lee’s tenuous supply lines.

On September 29, 1864, Meade sent about 20,000 men from Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps and Major General John G. Parke’s IX Corps, screened by a cavalry division, west from the Union earthworks along the Weldon Railroad to assault a Confederate line that paralleled the Squirrel Level Road, five miles southwest of Petersburg. In midmorning, Union forces assaulted Peebles’ Farm, in the process taking a Confederate fort, a nearby trench line, and 100 Confederate prisoners.

That afternoon, Brigadier General Robert B. Potter’s 2nd Division of IX Corps moved left of Peebles’ Farm, advancing toward the Pegram House. There it came under attack by Confederate infantry under Major Generals Cadmus Wilcox and Henry Heth. Realizing that support would not be forthcoming, Potter ordered his men, who had become disoriented, to disengage and take up a position at Peebles’ Farm. Heth and Wilcox again attacked, but this time Union brigadier general Charles Griffin’s men helped repel them.

On September 30 while Union forces solidified their positions at Peebles’ Farm, Confederate and Union forces continued to exchange fire. Early on October 2, Union brigadier general David Gregg’s cavalry repelled Confederate attacks along the Vaughan Road. Men of the Union V and IX Corps, meanwhile, pressed the Confederates, and portions of IX Corps swept past the Pegram House and came within sight of Lee’s new defensive works. II Corps, led by Brigadier General Gershom Mott and now temporarily attached to IX Corps, probed the works briefly before withdrawing. This ended the three-day engagement, which cost the Federals more than 3,000 casualties. Lee’s lower flank was still intact. Confederate casualties are unknown.
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Pegg, Thomas

Birth Date: 1806

Death Date: April 22, 1866

Cherokee political leader and acting principal chief of the Cherokee Nation. Born in 1806, Thomas Pegg was from 1853 to 1855 a member of the Senate of the Cherokee Nation and a supporter of Chief John Ross. By 1861, Pegg was president of the Cherokee National Council, when he supported Ross’s neutrality policy. In August 1861, however, pressure from slaveholding Cherokees, led by Stand Watie, forced Ross into opening negotiations with the Confederacy, leading to a formal treaty in November.

Union forces invaded Indian Territory in the summer of 1862. Tribal unity collapsed, and the Cherokee Nation was torn apart in the war. Ross was taken to Washington, D.C., where he faced the impossible task of convincing federal authorities that most Cherokees remained loyal to the Union, while Stand Watie had set up a rival government controlling most of Cherokee territory.

Pegg, meanwhile, received a commission as a major in John Drew’s 1st Cherokee Mounted Rifles, a regiment loyal to Chief Ross. When Union forces invaded, Pegg and more than 600 of Drew’s men joined the Union Army, with Pegg being commissioned a captain in the 3rd Indian Home Guard Regiment.

On February 17–18, 1863, the Cherokee National Council met at Cowskin Prairie (northeast of present-day Grove in Delaware County, Oklahoma). Consisting primarily of soldiers serving in the Union Indian Home Guard regiments, the council elected Pegg as acting principal chief during Ross’s exile in Washington. The council formally abrogated the treaty with the Confederacy, with Pegg taking the position that the treaty had been forced on the Cherokees, who remained loyal to the Union. The council also formally abolished slavery in the Cherokee Nation but also declared that freed slaves had no right to citizenship and were to leave the nation immediately. The council also asserted its right to govern the Cherokee Nation.

After the war Pegg traveled to Washington, D.C., as a member of a delegation to negotiate with the federal government, but he died there on April 22, 1866, before a new treaty could be finalized.
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Pegram, John

Birth Date: January 24, 1832

Death Date: February 6, 1865

Confederate officer. Born in Petersburg, Virginia, on January 24, 1832, John Pegram came from an old aristocratic Virginia family. Graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1854, he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 2nd Dragoon Regiment. After several assignments at western outposts, in 1857 he was promoted to first lieutenant and returned to West Point to teach cavalry tactics. During 1859, he was in Europe observing the Austro-Sardinian War. Following his return in 1860, he was posted to the New Mexico Territory.

In May 1861 following the secession of his home state, Pegram resigned his commission and joined the 20th Virginia Infantry as lieutenant colonel. He saw action at the Battle of Rich Mountain (July 11, 1861), where he was taken prisoner. Paroled in Baltimore in January 1862, Pegram went to Richmond to await assignment. Promoted to colonel, he was assigned to General P. G. T. Beauregard’s staff as chief engineer and then held the same post for General Braxton Bragg. By the autumn, Pegram was serving as chief of staff for Major General Edmund Kirby Smith and participated in the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862).

On November 7, 1862, Pegram was advanced to brigadier general, with command of a cavalry brigade in the Army of Tennessee. He saw combat at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where he ably commanded a division. In October 1863 he was sent east to serve in the Army of Northern Virginia. At the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), where he led an infantry brigade, he was wounded in the leg. Recuperated by the autumn, Pegram was sent to the Shenandoah Valley, where he assumed command of a division in II Corps during Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Returning east once more, Pegram saw action around Petersburg but was killed on February 6, 1865, at the Battle of Hatcher’s Run, southwest of Petersburg, just three weeks after he had married. Pegram’s brother, highly regarded Confederate artillerist Colonel William J. “Willie” Pegram, was killed less than two months later in the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865).
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Pelham, John

Birth Date: September 14, 1838

Death Date: March 17, 1863

Confederate officer. John Pelham was born in Benton City, Alabama, on September 14, 1838. He entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in July 1856 and there excelled in artillery studies under Major Henry J. Hunt. Pelham resigned from West Point after the firing on Fort Sumter, returning to his home state in April 1861, only weeks before his anticipated graduation.
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Confederate major John Pelham was a brilliant young artillery officer who perfected the practice of the “flying battery,” rapidly moving about his guns and seeming to be always in the right place at the right time. Pelham was mortally wounded in at Kelly Ford, Virginia, on March 17, 1863. (Library of Congress)

Commissioned a lieutenant in the Confederate Army, Pelham was assigned to Lynchburg, Virginia, as an ordnance officer. He fought in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he handled his guns quite effectively on Henry Hill. On the recommendation of General Joseph E. Johnston, Pelham was advanced to captain. In November 1861 he was assigned to command an eight-gun battery of horse artillery in Brigadier General J. E. B. Stuart’s cavalry. Pelham gained renown during the battles of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Advanced to major in August 1862, he again distinguished himself in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). With only two guns, which he moved rapidly about, he convinced Union officers that they faced two batteries and thereby held up the Union advance by two hours. Although Pelham fought in some 60 engagements in his brief career, probably his most famous was the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Stationed on the Confederate right wing, with a constantly shifting lone gun while under attack from some 20 Union guns, he delayed the Union advance for 45 minutes and forced 5,000 Union troops to be shifted from the main attack on Marye’s Heights. In his report of the battle, General Robert E. Lee, commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, described Pelham as “the gallant Pelham.”

A brilliant artillerist, Pelham perfected the concept of the flying battery, with his guns always seeming to be in the right place at the right time. He worked to train his men in the efficient management and movement of the guns, greatly improving both the speed with which the men could fire and their accuracy. His horse artillery was able to keep pace with Stuart’s cavalry and provided highly effective supporting fire in countless engagements. Certainly Pelham was well liked by his men.

On March 17, 1863, at Kelly Ford, Virginia, Pelham impetuously joined in a charge by the 3rd Virginia Cavalry, only to be mortally wounded in the neck by Union shrapnel. He died at Culpeper, Virginia, that same day. Pelham was much admired for his skills and for his youthful, handsome appearance. His loss was deeply felt throughout the Confederacy, and a contemporary wrote a popular poem, “The Dead Cannoneer,” in his honor. Pelham was posthumously advanced to the rank of lieutenant colonel, and General Stuart insisted that his body lie in state in Richmond. After the war, Pelham became celebrated as one of the heroes of the Lost Cause.
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Pember, Phoebe Yates Levy

Birth Date: August 18, 1823

Death Date: March 4, 1913

Confederate nurse, matron, and writer. Phoebe Yates Levy was born into privilege on August 18, 1823, in Charleston, South Carolina. There is no record of her education, but her book, surviving letters, and stories suggest that it was excellent. Around 1850, the Levy family moved to Savannah. Phoebe married Thomas Pember of Boston, who died of tuberculosis shortly after the Civil War began. She then returned to Savannah. In 1862 the family left the city and settled in Marietta, Georgia. Through the influence of the wife of Confederate secretary of war George W. Randolph, Phoebe Pember was offered a salaried appointment as the first matron (chief nurse) at Chimborazo Military Hospital Number Two in Richmond.

Pember reported for work at the hospital in December 1862 with energetic determination. No provision had been made to house women, so she converted an outbuilding into her quarters and slept on a straw mattress. She was responsible for the 600 men in the hospital.

Confederate hospitals faced chronic shortages of food, personnel, and medical supplies, but Pember did an admirable job scrambling to secure limited resources. She had once been accused of taking up hospital work to find romance, so she was careful not to fraternize with the staff. In 1863 she moved to rooms in the city, and evenings spent with Richmond’s elite raised her spirits. Pember remained devoted to her work and her patients. Making rounds twice a day, she wrote letters for patients and learned recipes to tempt homesick convalescents. When Richmond fell in 1865, Union officers took charge of the hospital and began bringing in their own wounded. Pember stayed on to care for her patients until the last had left. By early June, she rejoined her family in Georgia.

A serialized version of Pember’s hospital journal was published in the Cosmopolite in 1866. Revised, it was issued as A Southern Woman’s Story in 1879. Pember wrote and traveled widely before dying in Pittsburgh on March 4, 1913.
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Pemberton, John Clifford

Birth Date: August 10, 1814

Death Date: July 13, 1881

Confederate officer. Born in Philadelphia on August 10, 1814, John Clifford Pemberton graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1837. Commissioned in the artillery, he served in a variety of posts, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1842. Pemberton served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was brevetted twice for gallantry. Afterward he continued in the regular army, rising to captain in 1850.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Pemberton, at the urging of his Virginia-born wife, opted to support the Confederacy, resigning his commission in the U.S. Army and accepting a lieutenant colonelcy in the Virginia state forces. Entering the Confederate Army as a major of artillery, he was quickly appointed a brigadier general. His first major assignment was to command the coastal defenses of Charleston, South Carolina. He was advanced to major general in January 1862 and thereafter held a variety of administrative commands.

In October 1862, President Jefferson Davis appointed Pemberton lieutenant general and assigned him to command in Mississippi. The main Union target within the state was the Mississippi river town of Vicksburg. Perched on high rugged bluffs overlooking a bend in the river, Vicksburg stood as the chief barrier to Union control of the Mississippi. Although it was supported by several subsidiary outposts farther south, the most significant of which was Port Hudson, Louisiana, Vicksburg was the key to the Confederacy’s hold on the Mississippi, protecting the flow of supplies from the Trans-Mississippi states of Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas to the Southern states east of the river.

Pemberton’s first test came very soon after he assumed command. A Union army commanded by Major General Ulysses S. Grant advanced into Mississippi from the north, following the tracks of the Mississippi Central Railroad. Pemberton’s army retreated steadily in front of Grant, who advanced through Holly Springs and Abbeville to Oxford, 50 miles into the state. Believing his force inadequate to meet that of Grant, Pemberton called on Davis for reinforcements and meanwhile dispatched Major General Earl Van Dorn to lead a cavalry raid aimed at Grant’s supply lines. Both efforts were successful. Van Dorn destroyed Grant’s supply depot at Holly Springs on December 20, 1862, forcing a Union withdrawal from the state. Davis, overriding the objections of western theater commander General Joseph E. Johnston, detached 10,000 men from General Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee and sent them to Pemberton.

Before the reinforcements could arrive, Pemberton had successfully dealt with yet another threat. On Grant’s orders, Major General William T. Sherman had led a second Union column down the Mississippi to attack Vicksburg directly from the north, hoping that Pemberton would be distracted dealing with Grant’s force in the interior. With Grant in retreat, however, Pemberton was free to turn his full attention to Sherman. The most significant factor in Confederate success was the terrain north of Vicksburg, which funneled the Union attack into a few easily defended corridors. The result was a lopsided Confederate victory at the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862).
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Confederate lieutenant general John Clifford Pemberton commanded Confederate forces in Mississippi. He did battle with Union troops under Major General Ulyssses S. Grant but was then bottled up at Vicksburg and forced to surrender following a siege, on July 4, 1863. (Library of Congress)

In April 1863, Grant launched a new campaign, sending his gunboats and transports past Vicksburg, then crossing his army into Mississippi below the town and marching for Jackson, squarely in Vicksburg’s rear. Despite his advantage in overall numbers within the state of Mississippi, Pemberton was distracted by diversions that Grant planned and was unprepared for the speed and boldness of Grant’s campaign. Pemberton’s response was confused and hesitant. Ordered by Johnston to pull all his troops out of fortresses and combine them for an open-field battle against Grant in the interior of the state, Pemberton started to do so. Then he received a cryptic telegram from Davis that Pemberton interpreted to mean he was not to leave Vicksburg or Port Hudson ungarrisoned at any time. Returning the garrisons, he set out to meet Grant with a reduced field force.

Grant met and defeated Pemberton at the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863) and defeated him again the next day at Big Black River Bridge. What was left of Pemberton’s field army fled back into the Vicksburg fortifications. Grant followed and laid siege. On July 4, 1863, with food running low and Grant’s approach trenches only a few feet outside his breastworks, Pemberton surrendered. He was subsequently paroled and exchanged.

With no suitable command available at his rank, Pemberton resigned his lieutenant general’s commission and became a lieutenant colonel in the artillery. After the war, he retired near Warrenton, Virginia, and then returned to Pennsylvania, where he died in the village of Penllyn on July 31, 1881.
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Pender, William Dorsey

Birth Date: February 6, 1834

Death Date: July 18, 1863

Confederate officer. William Dorsey Pender was born in Edgecombe County, North Carolina, on February 6, 1834. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1854 and was assigned to service in the West, primarily with the 1st U.S. Dragoons.

Pender resigned his commission as a first lieutenant on March 21, 1861, prior to North Carolina’s secession and was commissioned a captain of artillery in the regular Confederate Army. Upon his home state’s secession, he became colonel of the 3rd (later 13th) North Carolina Infantry Regiment before transferring to the 6th North Carolina. Pender soon established a reputation as a rough and tumble commander. He performed brilliantly at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and in the subsequent Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), earning promotion to brigadier general to date from June 3, 1862.

Pender then assumed command of a brigade in Lieutenant General Ambrose P. Hill’s Light Division. Pender saw action at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), the Battle of Harpers Ferry (September 12–15, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He was the kind of commander who led from the front and, as a result, was wounded three times. Pender was advanced to major general on May 27, 1863, and assumed command of a division in Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s III Corps.

Pender’s next major engagement was the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He was conspicuous on the first day of fighting. On the second day of the battle, however, he was wounded in the thigh from a shell fragment. With its new commander incapacitated, on the battle’s fateful third day Pender’s division participated in the ill-fated Pickett’s Charge under Major General Isaac Trimble.

Pender returned to the Old Dominion with the defeated Army of Northern Virginia. By then, however, his wound had become infected. Army surgeons amputated his leg, but Pender did not long survive. He died in Staunton, Virginia, on July 18, 1863.
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Pendleton, Alexander Swift

Birth Date: September 28, 1840

Death Date: September 23, 1864

Confederate officer. Born on September 28, 1840, near Alexandria, Virginia, Alexander Swift “Sandie” Pendleton attended Washington College (today Washington and Lee University) beginning at age 13. He taught at Washington College for 2 years following his graduation, then entered the University of Virginia in 1859 to earn a master’s degree.

On May 17, 1861, Pendleton secured a commission as a second lieutenant of engineers in the Provisional Army of Virginia. A week later he reported for duty at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, where Confederate forces were organizing into the Army of the Shenandoah. However, on Pendleton’s arrival, Brigadier General Thomas J. Jackson asked him to join his staff as ordnance officer.

Pendleton saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). With his commission in the Provisional Army soon expiring, he applied for a commission in the Confederate Army and for three months served without rank.

During the First Battle of Kernstown (March 23, 1862), Pendleton was commended for his gallantry. However, three weeks after the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), Pendleton was forced to leave his unit to recover in Lexington, Virginia, from what he called “Chickahominy Fever.” He returned to action in time to witness the surrender of the Union garrison at Harpers Ferry on September 15, 1862, and two days later was in the midst of the Battle of Antietam (September 17). Two months after Jackson’s promotion to lieutenant general in October 1862, Pendleton was promoted to major and permanently assigned as the assistant adjutant general for II Corps, Army of Northern Virginia.

Following the death of Jackson on May 10, 1863, and the reorganization of the army, General Richard Ewell assumed command of II Corps and retained Pendleton on his staff. Ewell recommended Pendleton for a lieutenant colonelcy, which he received in August 1863. During the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), Pendleton had two horses shot from under him but escaped unscathed.

During the summer of 1864, II Corps, now under Lieutenant General Jubal Early, was sent to the Shenandoah Valley, where during the Battle at Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864) Pendleton was reported everywhere on the battlefield. He escaped unharmed until the battle was almost over. At dusk while trying to establish a line at Toms Brook, he received a mortal gunshot wound in the abdomen and died the following evening. Temporarily buried in Woodstock, Virginia, his body was removed and buried in Lexington on October 25, 1864, not far from Jackson’s own grave.
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Pendleton, George Hunt

Birth Date: July 19, 1825

Death Date: November 24, 1889

Democratic candidate for vice president in 1864. George Hunt Pendleton was born on July 19, 1825, in Cincinnati, Ohio. He attended schools in Cincinnati and received private tutoring at home. Pendleton was admitted to the Ohio bar in 1847 and began a career in law and politics. In 1853 he was elected to the Ohio Senate, and in 1856 he won a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served until March 1865.

Pendleton was a follower of Democratic senator Stephen A. Douglas in the debates on slavery and opposed extremists on both sides. When Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860, Pendleton worked for a compromise to prevent the South’s secession. During the war, he opposed vigorous military attacks on the Confederacy. Pendleton also became an outspoken critic of the suspension of habeas corpus and the trial of civilians in military courts.

When the Democratic Party divided into factions, Pendleton became a Copperhead, or Peace Democrat. He was also close friends with fellow Ohio congressman Clement L. Vallandigham. During the winter of 1862, the two gave a series of speeches throughout the North attacking emancipation and accusing Lincoln of conspiring all along to destroy slavery.

To assuage the peace wing of the party, in 1864 Pendleton was selected as former Union general in chief George B. McClellan’s running mate. McClellan and Pendleton went down to defeat in the autumn election.

When the war’s end became imminent, Pendleton’s attention turned to other matters. He opposed the Thirteenth Amendment, terming it unconstitutional. He also became the spokesman for the Pendleton Plan, which urged that all bonds issued by the federal government to finance the war be redeemable for greenbacks instead of hard currency. In 1869 Pendleton lost a bid for the Ohio governorship. For the next 10 years, he served as president of the Kentucky Central Railroad.

In 1878 Pendleton was elected to the U.S. Senate. There he championed civil service reform. This proved unpopular, however, and he was not reelected in 1884. He was appointed minister to Germany in 1885. Pendleton died on November 24, 1889, in Brussels, Belgium.
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Pendleton, William Nelson

Birth Date: December 26, 1809

Death Date: January 15, 1883

Confederate officer. Born in Richmond, Virginia, on December 26, 1809, William Nelson Pendleton graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1830 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 2nd Artillery Regiment. His regiment was posted to the defense of Charleston Harbor, but Pendleton contracted malaria and was assigned to the federal arsenal at Augusta, Georgia, to recover.

Ordered to West Point to teach mathematics in 1831, the next year Pendleton was assigned to the 4th Artillery. He resigned his commission in 1833 and joined the faculty of Bristol College in Pennsylvania to teach mathematics. In 1837 he joined the faculty of Newark College in Delaware in the same capacity. In 1837 Pendleton was ordained an Episcopal minister, and in 1840 he assumed a teaching position at the Episcopal Boys’ High School in Wilmington, Delaware. In 1847 Pendleton gave up teaching to become the minister of All Saints’ Church in Baltimore, Maryland. In 1857 he relocated to Lexington, Virginia, as pastor of Grace Episcopal Church (now R. E. Memorial Episcopal Church).

With the beginning of the Civil War, Pendleton joined the Confederate Army as a captain on March 16. On May 1 he took command of the Rockbridge Artillery battery of four guns, which he named Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John after the writers of the Gospels. On July 2, Pendleton’s battery took part in the minor Battle of Falling Waters. Promoted to colonel on July 13, Pendleton served as chief of artillery for Brigadier General Joseph E. Johnston during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and was slightly wounded.

Pendleton then commanded the artillery of the Confederate Army of the Potomac, which became the Army of Northern Virginia in the spring of 1862. Promoted to brigadier general on March 26, he was injured in early July when he was kicked by a mule. Given charge by General Robert E. Lee of Confederate rearguard infantry during the Battle of Shepherdstown (September 19–20) at the close of the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20), Pendleton panicked and lost four of his guns.

Pendleton continued to serve with the Army of Northern Virginia for the remainder of the war but in administrative positions, with his only active command being that of the artillery reserve. Surrendering with the rest of the army at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865, he was paroled and returned to Lexington.

Following the war, Pendleton resumed his position at Grace Church, which he held the remainder of his life. He played a major role in convincing Lee to move to Lexington and take up the presidency of Washington College (Washington and Lee University). Lee became a parishioner at Grace Church, with his last official act attending a vestry meeting.

Pendleton died in Lexington on January 15, 1883. His only son, Alexander Swift “Sandie” Pendleton, also served in the Confederate Army and was killed in the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 23, 1864).
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Peninsula, Confederate Army of the

Armed component of the Confederate Department of the Peninsula that played an important role in the opening phase of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). The Army of the Peninsula was formally established on June 12, 1861, under the command of Colonel John B. Magruder, who was advanced to brigadier general on June 17, 1861. The army had already repelled a Union offensive at the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861). During the remainder of the summer and into the autumn, Magruder waged numerous skirmishes and arranged three defensive lines east of Richmond and onto the Virginia Peninsula—one near Hampton, another one along the Warwick River, and a third at Williamsburg. He hoped to protect the capital in Richmond and blunt a Union assault from the east.

Meanwhile, Union major general George B. McClellan was planning a full-scale assault on Richmond via an amphibious operation from Alexandria, Virginia, to Fort Monroe at the tip of the Virginia Peninsula. McClellan began his operation on March 17. By April, Magruder’s force numbered about 17,000 men, situated along an eight-mile front. His force seemed ill-suited to oppose the advancing Union army of some 60,000 men. Despite being greatly outnumbered, on April 16 Magruder’s men successfully resisted the Federals along the Warwick River at Lee’s Mill. Magruder’s stout defense helped the Confederates build up their works at Richmond and convinced McClellan that he would have to lay siege to Yorktown. On April 26, General Joseph E. Johnston took command of Magruder’s men and absorbed them into his force, at which time the Army of the Peninsula ceased to exist as a separate command.
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Peninsula, Confederate Department of the

Confederate military administrative unit established on May 26, 1861. Colonel John B. Magruder, who was later advanced to major general, commanded the Confederate Department of the Peninsula, which was headquartered at Yorktown. The department initially encompassed part of the lower Virginia Peninsula, that region between the James and York Rivers stretching from Hampton to the east toward Jamestown and Williamsburg to the west. The area offered land and river approaches to Richmond, the Confederate capital, so the Confederates were determined to protect it from a Union offensive. On August 26, 1861, the department was expanded to include Middlesex, Matthews, and Gloucester Counties. On September 18, 1861, the department was further expanded with the addition of King and Queen, King William, Prince George, and Surry Counties, encompassing much of the peninsula.

Magruder immediately set about building and strengthening fortifications and raising troops. By December 1861, he had some 13,000 troops under his command. Magruder’s defensive preparations and bluffing tactics helped stall the Union’s massive Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), which ended in a frustrating defeat. On April 12, 1862, the department was merged with the Department of Northern Virginia, commanded by General Joseph E. Johnston.
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Peninsula Campaign

Start Date: March 1862

End Date: July 1862

First large-scale Union offensive in the eastern theater. In July 1861, President Abraham Lincoln had called to Washington Major General George B. McClellan, commander of the Department of the Ohio and recent victor over Confederate forces in western Virginia. Lincoln gave McClellan command of the Division of the Potomac, and the general had immediately formed what would be the largest field force of the war, the Army of the Potomac, and commenced its training.
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On November 1 on the retirement of Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott, McClellan assumed the post of general in chief, and Lincoln charged him with undertaking major offensive action against the Confederacy. Lincoln’s preference was for a direct drive south from Washington, but McClellan preferred a flanking movement. Utilizing Union naval predominance, he planned to move the Army of the Potomac by water to Urbanna on the Rappahannock River, then advance overland on Richmond, 50 miles to the west.

Before McClellan could carry out his plan, however, Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston withdrew his Army of the Potomac (soon renamed the Army of Northern Virginia) south from the area of Manassas Junction near Washington to new positions south of the Rappahannock. This move forced McClellan to recast his strategy. He would instead disembark his troops at Union-held Fort Monroe at the end of the Virginia Peninsula, between the James and York Rivers, and then, supported by flanking Union naval forces, advance up the peninsula toward Richmond.

A complicating factor in McClellan’s plan arose in the form of the Confederate ironclad ram Virginia. It sortied from Norfolk on March 8 to attack the Union naval buildup off Fort Monroe and that day sank the U.S. Navy sailing sloop Cumberland and the frigate Congress in Hampton Roads. Although the U.S. Navy ironclad Monitor arrived on the scene that evening and the next day fought the Virginia to a draw, which ensured the protection of McClellan’s debarkation at Fort Monroe, the Virginia controlled access to the James, and Confederate shore batteries at Yorktown and Gloucester Point blocked Union access to the York.

On March 11, 1862, Lincoln, frustrated by McClellan’s continued inactivity despite his own frequent orders and pleas, removed the general from the supreme command, leaving him with the Army of the Potomac, supposedly so he could concentrate on the operation against Richmond. McClellan professed to see in this an effort on the part of the president to bring about the failure of his peninsula plan.

Fearful of a Confederate descent on Washington from Confederate forces in the Shenandoah Valley while McClellan was driving up the peninsula, Lincoln had agreed with McClellan’s critics and decided to withhold Major General Irvin McDowell’s large corps of some 40,000 men in order to protect the federal capital. As soon as Union forces had eliminated Confederate forces in the valley under Major General Thomas J. Jackson, McDowell would be released to move south and join McClellan against Richmond.

After a number of delays, on March 17, 1862, McClellan began embarking his forces from Alexandria, Virginia, with the U.S. Navy moving a total of some 121,500 men to Fort Monroe. McClellan then commenced what would be a glacial advance, earning him the unflattering nickname “the Virginia Creeper,” after the vine of that name.

On April 4 McClellan began his advance with about 90,000 men, only to come up against the Confederate Warwick Line across the peninsula. Confederate major general John Magruder, a master of theatrics with only some 20,000 men, employed various devices, including moving his troops about in view of Union observers and building Quaker guns to convince McClellan that he had many more men than was actually the case. Indeed, McClellan asserted that Magruder commanded 100,000 men.

McClellan called for heavy siege guns and commenced a protracted siege of Yorktown. The ensuing monthlong delay gave General Johnston ample time to reinforce Magruder and also move the bulk of his forces from Culpeper into the peninsula to confront McClellan. Still, Johnston was outnumbered 2 to 1. McClellan would have available some 112,000 men, while the Confederates had only some 56,000, eventually under Johnston’s direct command.

General Robert E. Lee, military adviser to President Jefferson Davis, recommended that Jackson, reinforced to some 18,000 men, demonstrate in the Shenandoah Valley in order to draw the largest number of possible Union reinforcements from McClellan. Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks was supposed to clear the valley as part of McClellan’s drive on Richmond, after which he would cover Washington, permitting McDowell’s corps to advance south from Fredericksburg and join McClellan at Richmond. During March 23–June 9, Jackson carried out a brilliant campaign, tying down more than 64,000 Union troops and defeating forces under Banks, Major General John C. Frémont, and Brigadier General James Shields. Jackson’s intelligence and communications were excellent, and his infantry marched 646 miles during a span of 48 days, moving so quickly that they became known as “foot cavalry.” In a series of battles, Jackson defeated the Union forces in detail, causing them to withdraw across the Potomac. Union losses were approximately 8,000 men; the Confederates lost fewer than 2,500. Although this was beyond his means, there was great fear in Washington that Jackson might then strike for the capital. Lincoln detached some 20,000 men from McDowell’s command and rushed them to the valley. Meanwhile, Jackson slipped away for Richmond and the critical battles there.

At Yorktown, with McClellan at last preparing to launch a major assault on the Confederate lines, Magruder slipped away on the night of May 3. Discovering the Confederate departure the next morning, the Union forces pursued. A stubborn rearguard action at Williamsburg on May 5 conducted by Major General James Longstreet prevented McClellan from coming into contact with the main portion of Johnston’s army. The battle resulted in 2,239 Union and 1,703 Confederate casualties. Each side claimed victory.

In the Battle of Eltham’s Landing (May 7), McClellan dispatched Brigadier General William B. Franklin’s 1st Division up the York in an amphibious turning movement. In the ensuing inconclusive action, Franklin failed to intercept Johnston’s supply trains withdrawing up the peninsula toward Richmond.

On May 6, Lincoln had arrived at Fort Monroe with Secretary of War Edwin Stanton. Believing that Norfolk was vulnerable and with McClellan absent, Lincoln used his powers as commander in chief to order Union warships to shell forts in the vicinity on May 8. Two days later, Union troops occupied Norfolk. This action doomed the Virginia. Unable to proceed up the James because of that river’s shallow water, it was burned the next day to keep it from falling into Union hands.

With the only real obstacle preventing passage up the James being Confederate Fort Darling and river obstacles at Drewry’s Bluff only seven miles from the Confederate capital, Lincoln urged an ascent of the river in an attempt to seize Richmond by coup de main. On May 15 in the First Battle of Drewry’s Bluff, the Confederates turned back the small Union naval force.

Johnston, meanwhile, had withdrawn into the Richmond defenses, and by May 14 the Army of the Potomac had reached its base of operations at White House Landing on the Pamunkey River 20 miles from Richmond. Despite overwhelming strength, McClellan now halted to await reinforcement by McDowell’s corps at Fredericksburg. By the end of May, engineers with the Army of the Potomac had constructed bridges across the Chickahominy River. About two-thirds of the army was north of the river, and one-third of the army was south of it.
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A bridge on the Chickahominy River, Virginia, built May 27–28, 1862, during the Peninsula Campaign by the 5th New Hampshire Infantry Regiment. (Library of Congress)

McClellan’s army was now extended in a great “V” shape, the upper arm of which stretched out to meet McDowell and the lower portion reaching out to within five miles of Richmond, just beyond Fair Oaks Station. The Union dispositions on both sides of the Chickahominy played an important role in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). On May 31, Johnston ordered an attack on two Union corps on the south bank of the Chickahominy, now isolated by the flooded river from the main part of McClellan’s army when swollen river waters washed away the footbridges. Only the timely arrival of another corps that managed to cross the river staved off a disastrous Union defeat. In the Battle of Seven Pines, Johnston sustained heavy losses. Union casualties were under 6,000; Confederate casualties were almost 8,000, including Johnston, who was severely wounded. On June 1, Davis replaced Johnston with Lee. From June 12 to June 15, Lee’s cavalry commander, Brigadier General James E. B. Stuart with a force of 1,200 men, rode entirely around McClellan’s army, destroying Union supplies and rattling the Union commander, now firmly convinced that he was outnumbered.

Lee, determined to drive McClellan off the peninsula, now put together some 97,000 men (the largest force he would ever command) and hurled them against McClellan in what became known as the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). General Jackson had just arrived from the Shenandoah Valley, and Lee planned to send Jackson and his corps in a flanking attack against Major General Fitz John Porter’s corps on the north side of the Chickahominy. With most of his army concentrated just west of Mechanicsville, Lee would move against McClellan’s center.

The offensive was poorly handled. Jackson, physically spent by the just-concluded Shenandoah Valley Campaign, failed to exercise effective command and displayed uncharacteristic lethargy. His men never got into the fight in the Battle of Mechanicsville on June 26. Porter managed to turn back uncoordinated Confederate assaults and, learning of Jackson’s approach, retired to Gaines’ Mill.

Lee again attacked Porter on June 27 in the Battle of Gaines’ Mill. Jackson was again late arriving and failed to get in behind Porter’s right flank, as Lee had planned. Lee managed to penetrate Porter’s left, however. In danger of a double envelopment with the approach of Jackson, Porter managed to withdraw in good order, thanks to the timely arrival of Union reinforcements.

That night on McClellan’s order, Porter withdrew to the south bank of the Chickahominy. Ignoring appeals from Brigadier General Philip Kearny and Major General Joseph E. Hooker that Richmond was his for the taking if he would only order offensive action, McClellan withdrew to the James River and the protection of Union gunboats. During June 29–30, Lee pursued, suffering sharp rebuffs at the hands of Union forces in battles at Savage’s Station, White Oak Swamp, and Glendale-Frayser’s Farm. Jackson again failed to envelop the Union right flank.

In the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862), in the absence of McClellan, Porter exercised command, and the Army of the Potomac, supported by the heavy guns in the Union river squadron, turned back Lee’s desperate attacks, during which the Army of Northern Virginia suffered more than 5,000 casualties in the span of a few hours. Although he won a clear victory, an unnerved McClellan ordered an immediate retreat to Harrison’s Landing. The next day, the Confederates withdrew toward Richmond. In the Seven Days’ Campaign, the Union suffered nearly 16,000 casualties, but Confederate losses were more than 20,000.

McClellan had fumbled away victory. He informed Washington during the campaign that he was outnumbered two to one, when the reverse was true. With a little more energy, the war might have been ended or drastically shortened. McClellan’s contribution to the Union war effort lay in training the Army of the Potomac, not in leading it in battle.

Recognizing McClellan’s failings, President Lincoln ordered Major General Henry W. Halleck from the western theater to Washington to assume the position of general in chief (July 11). Lincoln also ordered McClellan to return with his army to Washington.
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Pennington, William

Birth Date: May 4, 1796

Death Date: February 16, 1862

New Jersey politician and Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives. William Pennington was born on May 4, 1796, in Newark, New Jersey, into a prominent family. He graduated from the College of New Jersey (Princeton University) in 1813 and completed his legal studies in 1817. For the next nine years while his father was a district judge, Pennington was clerk of the district and circuit courts.

In 1828 Pennington was elected to the New Jersey legislature, and in 1837, running as a member of the Whig Party, he was elected governor and chancellor of the state. His one controversial decision while governor concerned the manner in which he resolved the disputed congressional election results of 1838. The Democrats claimed to have won five out of the six congressional district election races, but the county clerks certified that all six seats had been won by Whig candidates. Pennington claimed that he did not have the authority as governor to challenge the results and certified the Whig candidates as the legal winners. The battle was continued in the U.S. House of Representatives. The Whig Party and the Democratic Party were so evenly balanced in the House that whichever group was seated would determine the voting majority. Finally, three months after Congress had assembled, it decided to overturn Pennington’s decision and seated the Democratic candidates.

Pennington failed to win reelection as governor in 1843 but remained active in politics. In 1858 he was elected to Congress as a Republican and served there until March 1861. On February 1, 1860, Pennington was chosen as a compromise candidate for Speaker of the House. His brief term was considered by most to be a dismal failure. His committee assignments greatly favored the Republicans, which alienated the Democrats and torpedoed any serious attempt to avert civil war. Worse, he packed the Committee of Thirty-Three, tasked with arriving at a compromise short of disunion and war, with Radical Republicans, which doomed its mission from the start. Pennington seemed to lack political savvy and was largely unable to exert control over the various factions in the House. Defeated in his 1860 reelection bid, Pennington left Congress in March 1861 and was replaced as Speaker by Galusha Grow. Pennington died on February 16, 1862, in Newark, New Jersey.
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Pennsylvania

Union state located in the Mid-Atlantic region and bordered by New Jersey to the east; Delaware, Maryland, and West Virginia to the south; West Virginia and Ohio to the west; and New York and Lake Erie to the north. Pennsylvania’s abundant natural resources included anthracite and bituminous coal, petroleum, and fertile farmlands for agricultural products.

Encompassing 45,308 square miles, Pennsylvania was a key state in the Union, boasting access to Lake Erie in the northwest and deepwater oceangoing access to the Atlantic Ocean via Philadelphia in the southeast. Besides being one of the Union’s largest and most important cities, Philadelphia was also home to a large seaport and significant shipbuilding facilities. Pennsylvania has widely varying terrain and climates, ranging from flat to rolling hills in the east with a fairly temperate climate to rugged mountainous areas in the west with a harsh winter climate.

A key Northern state during the Civil War, Pennsylvania lived up to its nickname the “Keystone State” by wholeheartedly supporting President Abraham Lincoln’s administration with men, money, and matériel. Republican governor Andrew Gregg Curtin was inaugurated in 1861 and served throughout the war. He earned his nickname “the soldier’s friend” by taking an active interest in the welfare of Pennsylvania’s soldiers.

Several other Pennsylvania civilians played prominent roles in the war. Simon Cameron was Lincoln’s first secretary of war, but Cameron’s lackluster leadership led to his dismissal in early 1862. Democratic congressman Galusha Grow was elected Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives in 1861; a year later he pushed the Homestead Act through Congress. Radical Republican congressman Thaddeus Stevens championed the rights of African Americans by promoting their service as soldiers, working to ensure passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, and supporting postwar civil rights legislation. Finally, Pennsylvania financier Jay Cooke raised more than $1.5 billion for the war effort by selling government bonds.

Pennsylvania’s industrial might came into full play during the war. Indeed, the number of businesses in Pennsylvania alone totaled more than all the businesses in the entire Confederate States of America. The federal government’s chief clothing supply depot was located in Philadelphia, which also contained a large navy yard, a government arsenal, the country’s largest locomotive manufacturer, and dozens of textile factories that supplied wool for uniforms. The Fort Pitt Works in Pittsburgh, in western Pennsylvania, manufactured more than 1,100 cannon, while coalfields across the state, from Allentown in the east to Pittsburgh in the west, contributed significantly to the war effort. Home to the Union’s largest coal deposits, Pennsylvania kept the Union’s railways operating at peak capacity, fueled steam-driven naval and merchant ships, and powered innumerable factories.

The state sent roughly 360,000 white soldiers and 8,600 African American soldiers off to war. Camp Curtin, located just north of Harrisburg, the state capital, became the North’s largest training camp for soldiers. Governor Curtin was instrumental in raising and equipping the Pennsylvania Reserves, a full division of 15,000 men who fought in most of the major battles in the eastern theater of the war, including the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Confederate troops entered the state on three occasions. In October 1862, Confederate cavalry raided into the state, while General Robert E. Lee’s invasion in June and July 1863 was repelled at the Battle of Gettysburg. Finally, in July 1864, two brigades of Confederate cavalrymen briefly occupied Chambersburg, burning the city when its leaders rejected demands for payment of a large ransom.

Notable generals from Pennsylvania included Major General George B. McClellan, who trained and then led the Army of the Potomac, and Major General George G. Meade, who commanded the same army from the Battle of Gettysburg through the end of the war. Pennsylvania-born corps commanders included Major Generals John F. Reynolds (I Corps), Winfield S. Hancock and Andrew A. Humphreys (II Corps), Samuel P. Heintzelman (III Corps), William B. Franklin (VI and XIX Corps), John G. Parke (IX Corps), Andrew J. Smith (XVI Corps), and John Gibbon (XXIV Corps).

Some of the more notable military outfits associated with Pennsylvania include the Pennsylvania Reserves, an infantry division mobilized, trained, and supplied entirely by the state, beyond the federal quota; the Philadelphia Brigade, which took heavy losses at Gettysburg; and the 48th Regiment, made up of coal miners who dug the mine at Petersburg.
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Pennsylvania, Prigg v.

See Prigg v. Pennsylvania
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Pennsylvania, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit formed on April 27, 1861, and dissolved on August 24, 1861. Headquartered in Philadelphia, the Union Department of Pennsylvania encompassed all of the states of Pennsylvania and Delaware and the portions of Maryland not under other jurisdictions (i.e., the Departments of Annapolis and Washington). The latter essentially encompassed most of central and western Maryland. Pennsylvania Militia major general Robert Patterson was assigned command of the department and was charged with supporting pro-Unionist sentiments in western Virginia and moving into western Maryland, where his army was to advance on Harpers Ferry, Virginia, which was then controlled by Confederate forces.

To accomplish this, Patterson had to cobble together a military force known as the Army of Pennsylvania. By mid-June 1861, he had assembled a force of some 13,000 soldiers, with 16 infantry regiments and 5 cavalry companies. On July 2, Patterson’s army crossed the Potomac River, where it almost immediately—and unsuccessfully—engaged a small army under Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston. Patterson could not keep Johnston’s force contained to the Shenandoah Valley, enabling the Confederates to join the forces at Manassas Junction. Johnston’s command then moved east and fought at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), a Union defeat. Patterson’s campaign ended in abject failure, and by July 23 he had been relieved of command. The Department of Pennsylvania ceased to exist as of August 24, when it was absorbed by the Department of the Potomac.
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Pennsylvania Bucktails

The best-known volunteer unit recruited in Pennsylvania during the Civil War. The Pennsylvania Bucktails were known as the 13th Pennsylvania Reserves, the 42nd Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, the 1st Pennsylvania Rifles, and the Kane Rifle Regiment (for one of its founders, Thomas L. Kane). Seven of the regiment’s 10 companies were recruited in the state’s rural and mountainous counties. Some of the men floated on rafts down the West Branch of the Susquehanna River to enlist. Several wore a bucktail in their caps as a mark of their marksmanship, a symbol later adopted by the regiment. Commanders of the regiment included colonels Charles J. Biddle, Hugh W. McNeil, Charles F. Taylor, and W. T. Hartshorn.
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The last fight of the 13th Pennsylvania Reserves, known as the “Pennsylvania Bucktails,” during the Overland Campaign. The best-known Pennsylvania volunteer regiment of the war, its three-year term of service expired on June 11, 1864. (Library of Congress)

The Pennsylvania Bucktails were mustered into service for three years in June 1861 as part of the division of troops known as the Pennsylvania Reserves. The regiment briefly served in western Virginia and then took part in the Battle of Dranesville (December 20, 1861). The Bucktails also took part in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and saw action at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).

After that, the Bucktails served with the Army of the Potomac at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13) before being sent to the defenses of Washington, D.C., to rest and recruit new members. The regiment rejoined the army in time to fight at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). After taking part in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania (May 8–21), and several other lesser engagements, the survivors mustered out of service on June 11 when the regiment’s enlistment term expired. During its three years of service, the regiment suffered 162 men killed or mortally wounded; 90 others died from illness.
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Pennypacker, Galusha

Birth Date: June 1, 1844

Death Date: October 1, 1916

Union officer. Galusha Pennypacker was born on June 1, 1844, in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. Effectively orphaned at an early age by his mother’s death and his father’s departure to seek his fortune in the West, Pennypacker was left in the care of his paternal grandmother. He worked as a printer, studied law, and was deciding whether to accept an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, when the Civil War began in 1861.

In April 1861 at age 16, Pennypacker entered Union service as a private in the 9th Pennsylvania but soon became quartermaster sergeant. Mustering out of his 90-day unit, he helped raise Company A of the 97th Pennsylvania Volunteer Regiment and was elected its captain on August 22, 1861. He was promoted to major in October. From 1862 through early 1864, Pennypacker ably led his men in various engagements as part of the Union X Corps in the Department of the South. In April 1864 he was promoted to lieutenant colonel as the regiment prepared to support the Army of the James. Pennypacker led part of the regiment in several engagements during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). He was severely wounded on May 20 while leading an assault to retake lost ground at Bermuda Hundred. Upon recuperation he returned to the regiment in August, when he was promoted to colonel of the 97th Pennsylvania. In September he was elevated to command of the 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, of X Corps.

In December 1864 Pennypacker’s brigade was deployed to North Carolina with XXIV Corps for the campaign to capture Fort Fisher, near Wilmington. On January 15 Pennypacker led his force on an intrepid charge across a traverse under heavy fire. After planting the colors of one of his regiments, he was gravely wounded.

Pennypacker was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers effective January 15, 1865, becoming at age 20 the youngest general officer in the Union Army. This was followed on March 13 by a brevet to major general. Following multiple surgeries and at only age 22, Pennypacker joined the regular army as colonel of the 34th Infantry in 1866, at which point he received the regular army brevets to major general. In 1869 he became commander of the 16th Infantry Regiment.

Pennypacker retired on July 3, 1883, and returned home to Philadelphia. On August 17, 1891, he was awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions at Fort Fisher. In 1904 he was promoted to brigadier general on the retired list. Pennypacker died on October 1, 1916, in Philadelphia.
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Penny Press

Inexpensive sensationalistic newspapers that began circulating in the 1830s and were the precursors to the yellow journalism of the 1880s and 1890s. Much like modern tabloid newspapers, the penny press papers also laid the foundations of modern journalism with their emphasis on on-the-scene reporting, particularly in wartime. Unlike the partisan newspapers of the pre–Civil War period, the penny press papers (that is, newspapers that sold for a penny), such as James Gordon Bennett’s New York Herald, emphasized sensationalistic crime stories that appealed to a large working-class reading audience. During the Civil War, the New York Herald and other similar newspapers sent reporters directly into the field. Because of the demands of the reading public about facts in the Civil War and the word economy that had been imposed by the telegraph, the penny press changed journalism from partisan publications to fact-based reporting.

Prior to the 1830s, newspapers were often called broadsides and were not cheap to produce. Improvements in printing technology, especially the steam-powered cylinder press (rotary press), led to great reductions in the cost of newspapers so that they could be sold for a penny, as opposed to the papers produced by the flat-plate process that commonly sold for six cents a copy. Two of the leaders in the penny press, Benjamin Day’s New York Sun and Bennett’s New York Herald, were aggressively hawked on the streets by paid salesmen. This led to a remarkable rise in their circulations. The Herald reached a circulation of more than 75,000 before the Civil War, even though the price had increased to two cents a copy. These tabloid-style papers also differed from the Jacksonian-era partisan papers, which had as their sole goal the election of candidates from specific parties and often were founded and operated by party operatives. The Jacksonian-era presses also benefited greatly from the franking privilege in Congress whereby elected officials could send for free any mail to constituents, bombarding voters with a legislator’s most recent speeches or commentary.

Bennett and Day, however, emphasized stories that would appeal to buyers, especially crime and particularly the most sensationalistic and lurid stories that could be found. Relying heavily on police reports, the Herald and the Sun were really the forerunners of today’s National Enquirer, and while penny presses failed at higher rates, before long every city had one: Philadelphia had the Daily Transcript, and Boston had the Daily Ledger. These papers appealed to immigrants, and the motto of the Sun—“It Shines for All”—reflected the alleged democratic effects that they had on mass publishing. Certainly the penny press made publishers such as Bennett quite wealthy.

The penny press changed reporting, which, after all, had merely meant repeating verbatim politicians’ speeches in many of the Jacksonian-era papers. Bennett’s reporters fought a number of legal battles to report directly from courtrooms without being held in contempt, and Bennett personally investigated the murder of a young prostitute in 1836. The Herald sent a reporter to cover the Mexican-American War and had more than 60 reporters covering the Civil War. By that time a revolution in journalism had taken place partly due to the telegraph, which placed a premium on word economy. Flowery and verbose stories were replaced by tightly written fact-based reporting that got to the point quickly.

Some journalism historians argue that the so-called inverted pyramid—in which the most important facts were presented first, followed by facts of lesser importance—appeared at this time. The demand for facts during the Civil War combined with the appearance of professional publishing managers killed the old partisan papers.

LARRY SCHWEIKART
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Penrose, William Henry

Birth Date: March 10, 1832

Death Date: August 29, 1903

Union officer. The son of an army officer, William Henry Penrose was born at Madison Barracks in Sackets Harbor, New York, on March 10, 1832. Penrose attended Dickinson College and worked as an engineer in Michigan before securing a commission as second lieutenant in the 3rd U.S. Infantry in April 1861. He was promoted to first lieutenant in May.

Penrose fought with his regular regiment in the Army of the Potomac during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). In April 1863 he entered the volunteer service as colonel of the 15th New Jersey Infantry. He led his new regiment, and temporarily a brigade, the next month during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), for which he earned a regular army brevet. He won another brevet for his role in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Promoted to captain in the regular army, he participated in the autumn campaigns in northern Virginia.

Penrose won another brevet for his actions during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and took charge of his brigade in the 1st Division, VI Corps, during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21). In July, VI Corps was rushed to Washington to confront the emergency occasioned by Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early’s Washington Raid (June 28–July 21) and was then attached to Major General Philip Sheridan’s Army of the Shenandoah. Penrose led his brigade in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19) and the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22). At Cedar Creek on October 19, he was conspicuously engaged in rallying the army after the initial surprise of the Confederate attack. Wounded in the fighting, he was brevetted brigadier general of volunteers and colonel in the regular army.

Returning to the Army of the Potomac at Petersburg, Penrose and his brigade were active in the final attack that collapsed the Confederate defenses on April 2, 1865, during which he was again wounded. Brevetted brigadier general in the regular army, he received a long-overdue promotion to full rank brigadier general of volunteers in June 1865 and mustered out of the volunteer army in January 1866.

Penrose remained in the regular army but did not see the kind of advancement enjoyed by other Civil War generals. He reverted to his substantive rank of captain, in the 3rd Infantry, and remained as such until 1883, when he became a major in the 12th Infantry. Promoted to lieutenant colonel, 16th Infantry, in 1888 and to colonel, 20th Infantry, in 1893, he retired as colonel of the 16th Infantry in 1896. Penrose died at Salt Lake City, Utah, on August 29, 1903.
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Pensacola, Florida, Union Occupation of

Event Date: May 10, 1862

Uncontested Union recapture of the vital Florida harbor city. When Florida seceded from the Union on January 10, 1861, Lieutenant Adam J. Slemmer commanded the U.S. Army garrison of 51 men at Fort Barrancas in Pensacola. After a mob of local citizens attempted to seize the federal arsenal at the fort, on January 9, 1861, Slemmer destroyed the stocks of military supplies there and withdrew his garrison, along with 30 sailors from the nearby shipyard, across the bay to Fort Pickens on the western end of Santa Rosa Island. The next day, some 1,000 Florida and Alabama militiamen peacefully occupied Pensacola. The new Confederate government of Florida asked Slemmer to surrender Fort Pickens, but he refused.

At the time, state forces refrained from attacking the post. Later in 1861, Confederate artillery batteries on the mainland sporadically shelled Fort Pickens but did not present a serious threat to the garrison. On October 9, 1861, a Confederate force of more than 1,000 men attacked the fort’s outworks but failed to take it. As the war progressed, the Confederates abandoned their quasi siege of Fort Pickens.

The Union invasion of Tennessee in early 1862 and need to shift forces to meet that threat compelled the Confederate government to evacuate Pensacola. On May 9, 1862, Confederate forces set fire to the shipyard and other military installations and withdrew. The next day, Union forces under Brigadier General Lewis G. Arnold officially occupied the city. Pensacola remained in Union hands for the rest of the war. The Federal West Gulf Blockading Squadron used the shipyard as its base of operations, and the Union Army launched numerous raids and expeditions from Fort Barrancas into Alabama and western Florida.
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Pensions

Payments to veterans (or their survivors) for military service during the Civil War. Pensions were also employed to encourage Union military enlistments. Payments to veterans and their survivors, generous in 1862, evolved into something far larger. Of the 2.7 million men who served the Union, 2.4 million (87 percent) survived the war. The conflict produced record numbers of disabled veterans, however, in addition to widows and other dependents who also claimed pensions. In subsequent decades, the U.S. Congress repeatedly awarded greater amounts of money to a wider selection of Union Army veterans. Indeed, between 1880 and 1910, the federal government devoted more than a quarter of its total expenditures to pensions. About 28 percent of all American men aged 65 or older—some 500,000—received federal benefits averaging $189 per year. In addition, more than 300,000 widows, orphans, and assorted dependents also received pension checks.

The Civil War’s first general pension legislation replaced various temporary enactments on July 14, 1862. The new law rapidly became the fundamental vehicle for all claims arising from military disabilities. The statute, creating the so-called general law pension system, embraced army and navy personnel as well as marines, including regulars, volunteers, and the various militias, and its application extended forward to include all future wars. This was an epochal enactment, as it marked the first time the nation had aided mothers and orphaned sisters. The legislation also increased existing payments to widows and disabled seamen. It provided pensions from $30 per month down to $8, according to rank. For partial disabilities, it offered proportional pensions.

Disability Pensions Issued to Union Soldiers, 1862–1888





	Cause (as Listed by Pension Board)
	Number



	Gunshot and shell wounds
	117,947



	Chronic diarrhea
	 55,125



	Incised and contused wounds
	 41,049



	Rheumatism
	 40,790



	Disease of heart
	 25,994



	Disease of lungs
	 23,471



	Disease of eyes
	 15,251



	Single hernia
	 15,043



	Amputations
	   9,159



	Other
	 62,873



	Total
	406,702




The general law of 1862 was the only pension system applied to the Civil War until 1890. All benefits addressed disabilities incurred directly from military service or, after the close of combat, from causes that could be tied to injuries received (or diseases contracted) while the claimant performed military service.

In the decades after 1865, additions to the law were made. Lobbying by veterans’ organizations, the coupling of expanded pension benefits to hikes in protective tariffs, and competition between the major political parties for the veterans’ vote all led to fundamental changes. The Arrears Act of 1879 calculated benefit awards to the newly disabled from the date of military discharge. The Disability Act of 1890 provided benefits for honorably discharged veterans who had served 90 days or more, even if their disabilities were not service related. Pensions were awarded to widows and children of former Civil War soldiers without regard to the cause of death. By the early 20th century, the pensions became de facto old-age survivors’ benefits. Thus, through Civil War pensions, the U.S. government became the source of generous social provisioning for a major portion of the American citizenry long before the New Deal of the 1930s.

The U.S. government provided no pension benefits to Confederate veterans or their survivors. Beginning in the late 1880s, several Southern states enacted modest pension systems; by the mid-1890s, the 11 former Confederate states had done so. The benefits differed considerably from those offered to Union veterans. First, each state enacted a direct tax to fund its pension systems, whereas U.S. pensions were funded by indirect taxes such as tariffs. Second, the amount of money offered to veterans was calculated differently and was usually considerably less than federal pensions. Third, Confederate widows were given lower payments than their Union counterparts. Fourth, payments were not based on military rank; instead, they were based chiefly on the degree of disability. Finally, state-sponsored Confederate pensions were calculated on income and other assets; unlike the federal system, pensions were not paid to all who rendered military service. Although state pensions for Confederate veterans and their survivors did become gradually more generous over time, they never approached the size and scope of federal pensions, largely because state governments had far fewer resources at their disposal compared to the U.S. government.
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Perrin, Abner Moore

Birth Date: February 2, 1827

Death Date: May 12, 1864

Confederate officer. Abner Moore Perrin was born on February 2, 1827, in the Edgefield District of South Carolina. He served as a lieutenant in the regular infantry during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), returned to South Carolina, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1854. He established a law practice in Columbia that same year and worked as an attorney until 1861.

Perrin joined the 14th South Carolina Infantry Regiment as a captain in the summer of 1861 and was ordered to Port Royal, South Carolina, in January 1862. In the early spring, his regiment was sent north to Virginia to defend Richmond during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Perrin performed ably during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), after which he was promoted to colonel. Perrin assumed command of a brigade in the spring of 1863 and led it during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He was advanced to brigadier general on September 10, 1863.

Perrin led his brigade with distinction at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) but was killed in action on May 12, 1864, during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21) in Virginia.
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Perry, Edward Aylesworth

Birth Date: March 15, 1831

Death Date: October 15, 1889

Confederate officer. Edward Aylesworth Perry was born in Richmond, Massachusetts, on March 15, 1831. He attended Yale but withdrew in 1851 to move to Alabama, where he taught school and studied law. In 1857 he moved to Florida, gaining admittance to that state’s bar in 1858.

In January 1861 Perry joined the Pensacola Rifle Rangers and became its captain. He and his militia company participated in the Battle of Santa Rosa Island (Fort Pickens) (October 9, 1861) in Florida. Shortly afterward, the Pensacola Rifle Rangers entered Confederate service as Company A of the 2nd Florida Infantry Regiment, which was ordered to Virginia. After the death of his commanding officer on May 10, 1862, Perry became the regiment’s colonel.

Perry was badly wounded at the Battle of White Oak Swamp (June 30, 1862). He recovered and received a promotion to brigadier general on August 28, 1862. Perry then led a Florida brigade through the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where he contracted typhoid fever. The illness kept him out of action during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), but his brigade, led by Colonel David Lang, took part in Pickett’s Charge on July 3 and sustained heavy losses. Wounded a second time on May 6 at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Perry became unfit for further field service. From September 28, 1864, until war’s end, he remained in Alabama in the reserves.

After the war, Perry resumed his law practice and joined the Democratic Party. From 1885 to 1889, he served as governor of Florida. Perry helped write the 1885 state constitution that replaced Florida’s 1868 so-called carpetbag constitution, and he also signed a law giving Florida Confederate veterans a small state pension. After leaving office, he returned to Pensacola. Perry died on October 15, 1889, in Kerrville, Texas.
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Perry, Madison Starke

Birth Date: 1814

Death Date: March 1865

Governor of Florida (1857–1861) and Confederate officer. Madison Starke Perry was born in Lancaster District, South Carolina, sometime in 1814. Moving to Florida in the mid-1840s, he purchased farmland in Alachua County and became a planter. In 1848 Perry, a Democrat, was elected to the Florida legislature, and in 1850 he gained a seat in the Florida Senate. Campaigning on a strong states’ rights platform, he was elected governor of Florida in 1856.

Alarmed by the results of the 1860 presidential election, Perry orchestrated Florida’s exit from the Union. His November 26 message to the General Assembly inspired the passage of a measure for a state secession convention and the appropriation of funds for arms. Perry traveled to South Carolina to purchase rifled muskets for Florida’s troops. On January 10, 1861, under Perry’s leadership, Florida officially seceded from the Union.

On January 4, 1861, Perry ordered U.S. troops to leave the state and directed the Florida Militia to seize federal posts. Accordingly, on January 6 the militia took the Chattahoochee Arsenal, and on January 7 Fort Marion in St. Augustine fell. In Pensacola on January 12, the Warrington Navy Yard surrendered to Florida Militia units, and the federal government abandoned Forts McRee and Barrancas.

In February 1861 Perry reorganized the state militia, but in March the newly created Confederate War Department took control of Florida’s volunteer army. After Perry had furnished 5,000 Florida soldiers, the Confederate government transferred them outside the state, leaving Florida largely undefended.

In October 1861, Perry passed this precarious situation to his successor, Governor John Milton, and joined the army himself. On April 26, 1862, Perry became colonel of the 7th Florida Infantry Regiment. His command was then ordered to eastern Tennessee, a predominantly Unionist area, to support General Braxton Bragg by performing picket duty around Knoxville.

In June 1863, Perry fell ill and resigned his commission. He died on his plantation near Rochelle, Florida, in March 1865.
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Perry, William Flank

Birth Date: March 12, 1823

Death Date: December 18, 1901

Confederate officer. William Flank Perry was born on March 12, 1823, in Jackson County, Georgia, and moved with his family to Chambers County, Alabama, in 1833. Although he had little formal education, Perry began teaching in Talladega County, Alabama, in 1848. He also studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1854, although he never established his own practice. That same year, he began serving as the state superintendent of education, a post he held until 1858. He devoted his tenure to improving public education in Alabama, creating the foundation for free public schooling in the state. He became the president of the East Alabama Female College in Tuskegee, Alabama, in 1858.

In the spring of 1862, Perry enlisted with the 44th Alabama Infantry Regiment as a private, but in less than two weeks he was promoted to major. After his strong showing at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), he was advanced to lieutenant colonel; following the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), he was promoted to colonel.

For the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Perry served under Brigadier General Evander M. Law and ably led the 44th Infantry Regiment in the attack on Little Round Top. At the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Perry was cited for gallantry; he subsequently saw action during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864). At the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), he assumed command of Law’s brigade and retained the command until the war ended in April 1865. Perry was not advanced to brigadier general, however, until February 21, 1865.

After the war Perry returned to Alabama, where he farmed for a time. In 1867 he returned to his calling as an educator and was named professor of philosophy and English at Ogden College in Bowling Green, Kentucky. Perry died there on December 18, 1901.
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Perryville, Battle of

Event Date: October 8, 1862

Major engagement of the Confederate Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). The Battle of Perryville, also known as the Battle of Chaplin Hills, involved some 16,000 Confederates and 22,000 Union troops and was the largest Civil War battle in Kentucky. The Confederates hoped to convince Kentuckians to join their state to the Confederacy. Timed to coincide with General Robert E. Lee’s invasion of the North that would culminate in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Bragg departed Chattanooga with his Army of Mississippi of 30,000 men on August 28. Meanwhile, Major General E. Kirby Smith pushed into Kentucky from eastern Tennessee and defeated a Union force at Richmond on August 30. After the Siege of Munfordville (September 13–17), Bragg secured most of the state and then organized at Frankfort a new Confederate government. The Confederates then had some 50,000 troops in Kentucky.

[image: image]

Union major general Don Carlos Buell detached some 20,000 men of his Army of the Ohio to deal with Smith and prevent the two Confederate forces from uniting, then advanced to secure Louisville. Buell moved about distractedly, however, entering Louisville only on September 25. Bragg’s preoccupation with establishing a new Kentucky government allowed Buell time to reorganize his forces. Substantially reinforced and threatened with removal of command if he failed to act, on October 1 in the midst of one of the worst droughts in years, Buell departed Louisville with some 55,000 men, many of them untrained, to seek battle with Bragg.

Buell’s army now converged via three separate roads on the small crossroads town of Perryville. Fighting began on October 7 with skirmishes between the two sides in the Chaplin Hulls west of Perryville. Both armies were desperately seeking to locate a source of water. Buell was slow to bring up his men, and he set the attack for October 9. Injured in a fall from his horse late on October 7, he remained miles to the rear and played no real role in the ensuing fight. As a consequence, there was little coordination among the three Union corps.

Fighting became general at dawn on October 8 as both sides tried to secure control of Doctor’s Creek. Buell ordered Brigadier General Philip H. Sheridan’s division to take Peters Hill, which it did, driving off Confederates there and continuing on to take Doctor’s Creek. Major General Alexander M. McCook’s I Corps was on the Union left, Major General Charles Gilbert’s III Corps held the center, and Major General Thomas L. Crittenden’s II Corps was far to the south on the Union right.

Bragg’s army was in two wings. The left was commanded by Major General William J. Hardee and the right by Major General Leonidas Polk. Bragg ordered an attack en echelon by Polk’s men against the Union left at Peters Hill, held by McCook. Buell, miles to the rear, did not realize that a major battle was in progress because of the effects of an acoustic shadow and was slow to reinforce. The first attack, led by Brigadier General Daniel S. Donelson, failed. A second attack, led by Brigadier General George E. Maney, was successful. The Union troops were driven back to another ridge, where they were halted by a Union brigade protected by a stone wall and led by Colonel John Starkweather.

Bragg then ordered an attack on Gilbert’s men in the Union center on Springfield Pike. This assault at 2:45 p.m. was repulsed. A final Confederate attack came against McCook’s center near Dixville Crossroads. It was halted by the arrival of reinforcements sent by Buell, who had finally learned of the battle at about 4:00 p.m. With the arrival of the additional Union troops and with Crittenden’s corps threatening an attack, Bragg rejected appeals from his subordinates to continue the fight and withdrew his army that night. Buell failed to pursue, and Bragg continued the retreat through Cumberland Gap into eastern Tennessee, taking up a position near Murfreesboro. Union casualties in the Perryville fight totaled 4,276 (894 killed, 2,911 wounded, and 471 captured or missing); Confederate losses were 3,401 (532 killed, 2,641 wounded, and 228 captured or missing).

Although tactically a draw, the Battle of Perryville was a strategic Union victory. It was now clear that Kentuckians would not rise en masse in support of the Confederacy. For this reason, the battle is sometimes known as the Battle for Kentucky.
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Personal Liberty Laws

Statutes that provided some legal protection for alleged fugitive slaves. Between 1826 and 1858 in response to the Fugitive Slave Acts of 1793 and 1850, Northern states enacted personal liberty laws to provide legal protections for alleged fugitives. In the absence of any federal procedural remedies, these state laws granted the accused the rights of habeas corpus, testimony, and jury trials. In addition, the kidnapping of suspects by slave catchers was prohibited by law.

In Prigg v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (1842), U.S. Supreme Court justice Joseph Story held that state statutes interfering with recaptures under the 1793 act were unconstitutional. In an obiter dictum, however, Story declared that states need not cooperate in the enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Act. Abolitionists quickly capitalized on this legal opportunity to initiate a new series of personal liberty laws (nine between 1842 and 1850) that prohibited the use of state officials and facilities, such as jails, in support of the federal statute.

The Compromise of 1850 included a tougher Fugitive Slave Act, demanded by Southerners who regarded the personal liberty laws of the North as an insult to Southern honor. At the same time, however, the new statute seemed to mock Northern concepts of due process with its rejection of habeas corpus, the right to testify, and the right to a jury trial. More onerous were the provisions to force citizen participation in captures, criminal penalties for assisting fugitives, and the notorious fee schedule paid to federal commissioners based on verdicts of guilt or innocence.

In response to the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, state after state in the North passed new personal liberty laws going far beyond the earlier statutes that merely took advantage of Story’s suggestions in Prigg. States increasingly defied the new federal statute by reaffirming rights to habeas corpus and jury trial and by prohibiting state officials from participating in captures.

In 1854 the Wisconsin Supreme Court declared the 1850 federal statute unconstitutional. In 1859 the U.S. Supreme Court heard the appeal as Ableman v. Booth and in a unanimous decision upheld the constitutionality of the Fugitive Slave Act and reaffirmed the supremacy of the federal judicial system over the state judiciaries. By 1859, however, the widely evaded statute had become a dead letter in much of Northern opinion, if not law, while Southerners continued to denounce personal liberty laws as outrages to property rights and honor.
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Petersburg, Third Battle of

Event Date: April 2, 1865

Union victory marking the end of the long Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), leading to the capture of Petersburg and Richmond. Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee knew that Union major general Philip Sheridan, having defeated the Confederates in the Shenandoah Valley, would soon join his 10,000 cavalry of the Army of the Shenandoah with the Army of the Potomac and the Army of the James, then deployed against the Army of Northern Virginia at Richmond and Petersburg. Lee therefore decided on a desperate surprise attack against the besiegers. Although initially successful, this attack of March 25, 1865, against the Union strong point of Fort Stedman was rebuffed, and the Union line was restored, at a cost of some 4,000 Confederate casualties to only 1,044 for the Union. Lee’s final offensive of the war had been a failure. The next day Sheridan arrived at Petersburg, bringing Grant’s strength up to 122,000 men, more than double that of Lee, and Lee’s hold on Petersburg and Richmond could now be reckoned in days.

On April 1, Union cavalry and infantry routed the Confederates in the Battle of Five Forks at a crossroads to the west of the Confederate defenses. With much of the fighting occurring to the west, Confederate defenses to the east were weakened, and that same day Major General John C. Parke’s IX Corps attacked the Confederate line held by troops under Major General John B. Gordon and anchored by Fort Mahone. The Union assault captured both the fortress and the Confederate trenches around the Jerusalem Plank Road. With Gordon already planning a counterattack to take back the lost ground, Parke requested reinforcements from Army of the Potomac commander Major General George Gordon Meade. Late that afternoon, Gordon launched his attack and nearly dislodged the Federals, but Parke managed to hold as Meade’s reinforcements arrived.

Meanwhile, Grant was preparing to launch his carefully planned great offensive against the Confederate Boydton Plank Road line. It began at 4:40 a.m. on April 2, when Major General Horatio G. Wright’s VI Corps assaulted the Boydton Plank Road line held by Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s Confederates. Within 20 minutes, the Union troops had punched a hole in the Confederate line. Wright’s VI Corps then turned left, to the south, as Major General John Gibbon’s XXIV Corps exploited the breakthrough. Crossing Boydton Plank Road, XXIV Corps turned north and headed toward Petersburg. Some stragglers from the initial breakthrough continued straight ahead, and that morning when Hill rode out with an aide to inspect the situation, he was shot and killed by two of them.

Informed of the Union breakthrough, Lee ordered Lieutenant James Longstreet to rush reinforcements down from Richmond. To purchase the time necessary for these men to arrive and take up position, Brigadier General Nathaniel H. Harris’s brigade made a desperate stand at Forts Gregg and Whitworth. Gibbon attacked Fort Gregg first, with Brigadier General Robert S. Foster’s division spearheading the attack. The Confederate garrison of only 300 men at Fort Gregg lacked the numbers to turn back an assault by some 5,000 Federals but were aided by heavy artillery fire from nearby Fort Whitworth. Twice the Confederates drove back Gibbon’s men, but the attackers finally gained the fort’s parapet. Fighting here was fierce and hand to hand, but the outcome was never in doubt. After taking Fort Gregg, the Union troops quickly overran Fort Whitworth. Longstreet’s corps, however, was now arriving from Richmond, and Lee was able to temporarily stabilize and hold his last (inner) line, then evacuate Petersburg and Richmond that night. The Union attack claimed 3,500 Union casualties, while the Confederates lost some 4,250.
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Petersburg Campaign

Start Date: June 15, 1864

End Date: April 3, 1865

Ten-month-long struggle to capture the Confederate capital of Richmond. The Petersburg Campaign saw the longest siege in American military history. It was not a siege in the strict definition of the term in which supply lines were completely cut, nor was the campaign strictly limited to Petersburg, for the Union goal was the capture of the Confederate capital of Richmond, and there was considerable fighting over a wide area. The campaign might best be called the longest sustained operation of the war. The Petersburg Campaign also saw the largest concentration of African American troops during the conflict.

Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, who assumed the position of general in chief of the Union Army in March 1864, immediately began planning a general spring offensive that would apply pressure on Confederate forces on all fronts. Major General William T. Sherman was to take Atlanta, while Major General Nathaniel P. Banks would try to take Mobile. In Virginia, Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac of more than 100,000 men would drive south from Culpeper on Richmond, while Major General Benjamin F. Butler’s 36,000-man Army of the James would move up the south bank of the James and cut General Robert E. Lee’s Confederate Army of Northern Virginia off from the lower South. Brigadier generals George Crook and William W. Averell would move against the Shenandoah Valley from the west, while Major General Franz Sigel was to move south in the Shenandoah Valley and seize the railheads of Staunton and Lynchburg. To confront Grant, Lee had some 60,000 men and was supported by General P. G. T. Beauregard with 30,000 men in the Richmond-Petersburg area.

In the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Grant hoped to bring Lee into decisive battle, destroy the Army of Northern Virginia, and capture the Confederate capital. The Overland Campaign commenced on May 4, when the Army of the Potomac crossed the Rapidan River and moved against Lee. Its associated Virginia campaigns had mixed results, however. Sigel met defeat in the Battle of New Market on May 15 and was shortly thereafter replaced by Major General David Hunter, but Crook and Averell were able to cut the rail line from Tennessee to Virginia.

Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865)
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Soldiers in the trenches before battle, Petersburg, Virginia. The Union siege of Petersburg lasted from June 15, 1864, to April 3, 1865. It was the longest such effort of the war and presaged the trench warfare of World War I. (National Archives)

In the Overland Campaign itself, there were a series of sanguinary battles, commencing with the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7) and extending through the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12), during which Grant repeatedly tried but failed to turn Lee’s flank. The fighting was extremely costly, claiming through June 12 nearly 60,000 Union casualties—a figure equal to Lee’s total strength—against Confederate losses of only 25,000–30,000, but Lee’s army never quite recovered from the punishment it received.

In the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864), meanwhile, the inept Butler fumbled away a chance to take Richmond, then held by relatively few Confederate troops under Beauregard. Reinforced, Beauregard then bottled up Butler in the Bermuda Hundred Peninsula. On June 9, Butler, aware that Lee had shifted resources north to meet Grant at Cold Harbor and that Petersburg was only lightly held, tried again. In what is known as the First Battle of Petersburg, a Union force of 4,500 men met defeat at the hands of 2,500 Confederates under Brigadier General Henry A. Wise along the so-called Dimmock Line east of the city.

At Cold Harbor, Grant was determined to keep the offensive going and decided to shift his forces south of the James to concentrate on Petersburg. Located 20 miles to the south of Richmond, this city of 18,000 people was the key rail supply point for the Confederate capital. If Grant could take Petersburg, this would force the evacuation of Richmond.

On the night of June 12–13, the Army of the Potomac secretly decamped from its trenches at Cold Harbor and, screened by cavalry, crossed the James on a pontoon bridge more than 2,100 feet in length. On June 15, Grant, with some 15,000 men, attacked Petersburg, then held by only about 5,400 Confederates under Beauregard. Grant hurled Major General William F. Smith’s XVIII Corps, Army of the James, and Major General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps, Army of the Potomac, against the vastly outnumbered defenders. Grant’s two commanders cost him a victory and the chance to end the war in 1864. Smith failed to press the assault with sufficient vigor, while Hancock, without definite orders, failed to lend Smith adequate support. During the course of the next three days, Beauregard gambled boldly by stripping his forces containing Butler at Bermuda Hundred to reinforce against Grant and turning back successive but poorly coordinated Union attacks. By the morning of June 16, Beauregard had some 14,000 men, facing 50,000 Federals. Beauregard undoubtedly rendered his greatest service to the Confederacy in the war in the skillful shifting of his meager resources early in the Petersburg fighting, defeating Grant’s attacks. Lee, at first unaware of the magnitude of Grant’s relocation, finally answered Beauregard’s pleas for reinforcements. Both sides continued to reinforce, and by June 18 some 67,000 Union troops faced 20,000 Confederates.

Within a week there was stalemate, and both sides dug in. Field fortifications ultimately became elaborate siege lines presaging those of World War I and extending some 30 miles from the eastern outskirts of Richmond and Petersburg around to the south and then the southwest of Petersburg itself.

During the ensuing prolonged trench warfare, soldiers on both sides of the line endured periodic enemy shelling that included on the Union side fire from mammoth 13-inch siege mortars. Both sides labored to improve their defensive works, all the while contending with alternating heat and cold in addition to rain, thick mud, and choking dust. Letters to Confederate soldiers that described the desperate conditions now facing many families on the home front and in many cases ended with an appeal for the soldier to return home, combined with the difficult conditions in the trenches, led to growing Confederate desertions, especially during the winter of 1864–1865. Suffering was particularly intense that winter, with scores of Confederates crossing the lines nightly to surrender. The residents of Petersburg suffered along with the troops. The city was ill-prepared for a long siege, and conditions worsened, as Petersburg was within range of Union guns. During the long siege, more than 500 residential and commercial buildings were destroyed or damaged, and food was often in short supply.

The fighting took on a regular pattern early on. The key for the Confederates was continued control of the roads and railroads from the south and the west that supplied Richmond and Petersburg. Grant was well aware of this, and beginning as early as June 21, 1864, Union forces attempted to extend their lines westward and secure control of the Confederate rail lines: the Richmond & Petersburg Railroad; the Southside Railroad, which ran west to Lynchburg; and the Weldon Railroad (the Weldon & Petersburg Railroad), which ran north from Weldon, North Carolina, to Petersburg.

In the Battle of Jerusalem Plank Road (June 21–23), Union forces pushed west, fighting an inconclusive battle with the Confederates, who retained control of the Weldon Railroad. At the same time, General Meade ordered Brigadier Generals James H. Wilson and August Kautz to raid with their cavalry divisions and destroy Confederate track, bridges, and rail stations to the south and southwest. The Wilson-Kautz Raid (June 22–July 1, 1864) destroyed 60 miles of track but had no lasting effect. Within several weeks, the lines were back in operation. The raid had also cost 1,445 Union casualties, about a quarter of the force involved. Wilson trumpeted a success, but Grant termed the raid a “disaster.”

In the First Battle of Deep Bottom (July 27–29), Grant sought to draw Lee’s men elsewhere in preparation for what became known as the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864). He ordered Hancock to fix the Confederates at Chaffin’s Bluff, while Major General Philip H. Sheridan led two cavalry divisions across the James southeast of Richmond in an effort to take the capital or at the least ride around the city from the east and north and cut the Virginia Central Railroad from the Shenandoah Valley.

On July 30, Union forces detonated a huge mine that Pennsylvania miners in the Union army had placed in a tunnel under one of the major Confederate forts. Inept Union planning for the attack following the blast, a late change in plans, and poor Union leadership coupled with an effective Confederate reaction turned the Battle of the Crater into a Union fiasco, with nearly 3,800 Union casualties compared to only 1,500 Confederate casualties, and led to the relief of Major General Ambrose E. Burnside from command.

In the Second Battle of Deep Bottom (August 13–20), Grant attempted another thrust against Richmond, this time led by Hancock. The attack was designed in part to prevent Lee from dispatching reinforcements to aid Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s operations in the Shenandoah Valley, and in this at least, the attack was successful.

Grant then sent Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps to attack the Weldon Railroad. The Federals ended up fighting on the defensive at the Battle at Globe Tavern (August 18–21), but the Union troops had succeeded in tearing up a considerable quantity of track along this key Confederate railroad. Grant then sent Hancock’s II Corps against the Weldon Railroad, and although the Confederates won a clear victory in the ensuing Second Battle of Reams Station (August 25, 1864), they permanently lost an important portion of the Weldon line, forcing them to send supplies by wagon from the Stony Creek Depot through Dinwiddie Court House and then along the Boydton Plank Road into Petersburg.

Most of the subsequent fighting occurred to the west as Grant endeavored to secure the Southside Railroad, connecting Petersburg to Lynchburg, and also Boydton Plank Road. Then, during September 16 in the Hampton-Rosser Cattle Raid (Beefsteak Raid), the Confederates sent 4,000 men to near City Point, where they seized nearly 2,500 beef cattle.

In the Battle of Chaffin’s Farm (September 29–30), Butler’s Army of the James crossed the James to attack the Richmond defenses north of that river. Although the Federals enjoyed initial success, the Confederates contained the attack. Lee reinforced and counterattacked unsuccessfully. He then erected a new line of works.
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Grant knew that to meet Butler’s attack, Lee had necessarily weakened his line elsewhere. Grant sought to take advantage by attempting to extend his left flank and cut the Confederate lines of communication southwest of Petersburg. Grant committed four infantry divisions and one cavalry division to the attack. As a consequence of the ensuing Battle of Peebles’ Farm (September 30–October 2), the Federals extended their left flank to Peebles’ and Pegram’s farms.

Lee, worried about the heightened Federal threat to Richmond from the east, attacked the Union right flank on Darbytown Road on October 7. The Confederates routed the Union cavalry there but were halted at the main Union line on New Market Road. On October 13, Union forces assaulted the Confederates north of Darbytown Road. Repulsed, they then retired to their entrenchments along New Market Road. Butler attacked the Confederates again during October 27–28, only to be repulsed in the Battle of Fair Oaks and Darbytown Road.

Taking advantage of his superior numbers, at the same time that the Battle of Fair Oaks and Darbytown Road unfolded, Grant sent more than 30,000 Union troops under Hancock west to operate against the Boydton Plank Road. In the major Battle of Boydton Plank Road (October 27–28), the Federals gained the road, only to be driven back. The Confederates continued to control this key supply route throughout the winter.

In early February 1865, Union troops again advanced against the Boydton Plank Road. In the Battle of Hatcher’s Run (February 5–7), Lee sustained heavy casualties but pushed the Federals back from this important supply line. The Federals, however, had extended their left flank to the Vaughan Road crossing of Hatcher’s Run.

The last major battle of the Petersburg Campaign was the Confederate attack against Fort Stedman on March 25, 1865. Lee was well aware of growing Union strength against him. Grant now had some 125,000 men, while Lee had only some 50,000. Lee also knew that General Sheridan had rejoined Grant from the Shenandoah Valley with an additional 10,000 cavalry. To disrupt an anticipated major Union attack (which Grant actually planned to launch on March 29), Lee planned a major attack against Union Fort Stedman on March 25.

Launched with half of Lee’s infantry under Major General John B. Gordon, the attack was initially successful, and the Confederates occupied the fort. The Federals counterattacked, however, restoring the line. This was Lee’s last attempt to breach the Union defenses and regain the initiative.

On April 1, Sheridan at the head of four Union cavalry divisions and V Corps of infantry crushed a Confederate force in the Battle of Five Forks; Five Forks was a major road intersection 10 miles west-southwest of Petersburg and about 5 miles west of where Lee’s lines ended. The next day, Grant flung his troops in a massive assault on the thinly held Confederate lines, which now collapsed. Only a valiant stand at Fort Gregg saved the retreating Confederates from immediate and total defeat, but the Federals were in Petersburg by nightfall.

Lee now evacuated Richmond and headed west, hoping to link up with General Joseph E. Johnston in North Carolina. Grant pursued, and Lee, cut off by Union cavalry, surrendered his remaining troops to Grant at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865.
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Petigru, James Louis

Birth Date: May 10, 1789

Death Date: March 9, 1863

Pro-Union South Carolina attorney and politician. James Louis Petigru was born on May 10, 1789, outside of Abbeville, South Carolina, to a family of humble means. Nevertheless, he graduated from South Carolina College in 1809, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1812. Petrigru established a legal practice in Coosawatchie, South Carolina, before becoming the solicitor of the Beaufort District in 1816. Three years later he joined a well-established practice in Charleston. By 1822, he was head of the firm and had been elected attorney general of South Carolina, a post he would hold until 1830. Meanwhile, as his law practice prospered, he bought a large rice plantation along the Savannah River, where he would own as many as 120 slaves.

During the Nullification Crisis of 1828, in which numerous South Carolina politicians attempted to declare the Tariff of 1828 passed by the U.S. Congress null and void, Petrigru deplored the move, arguing forcefully that a state could not challenge a federal law in such a fashion. In 1830 Petigru was elected to the state legislature, where he led the fight against nullification.

In 1834 Petigru took on another test of states’ rights when he defended a South Carolina Militia officer who refused to take a mandatory oath of loyalty to South Carolina. Petigru and other Unionists asserted that such a law was unconstitutional and placed state allegiance above allegiance to the United States. In 1838 Petigru left the legislature after being defeated for reelection. Clearly, his controversial pro-Union philosophy had all but ended his political career.

After leaving public life, Petigru plunged into several disastrous business endeavors that resulted in the loss of his Savannah River plantation. However, he continued to forge his own independent political course, backing Whig economic and internal improvement programs in his home state and defending the supremacy of the U.S. Constitution and individual civil rights. He was asked to codify all of South Carolina law in 1859, a task that took him nearly three years. It was finally adopted, with amendments, in 1872.

Although Petrigru was no abolitionist and continued to own slaves at his Charleston residence in the 1850s and early 1860s, he refused to support secession, predicting that it would ultimately lead to a cataclysm. When South Carolina became the first state to secede in December 1860, he famously remarked that “South Carolina is too small for a Republic and too large for an insane asylum.” Petrigru nevertheless remained in the state after the Civil War began. Petigru’s home was consumed by a fire that swept through Charleston in December 1861. His health had been precarious for some time, and Petigru died in Charleston on March 9, 1863.
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Pettigrew, James Johnston

Birth Date: July 4, 1828

Death Date: July 17, 1863

Confederate officer. Born into a wealthy planter family in Tyrrell County, North Carolina, on July 4, 1828, James Johnston Pettigrew entered the University of North Carolina and graduated as valedictorian in 1847. President James K. Polk appointed Pettigrew an assistant professor at the U.S. Naval Observatory. Pettigrew held that position for only six months and then spent 1850–1852 in Europe, during which time he briefly studied law at the University of Berlin. A linguist, Pettigrew was fluent in a half dozen languages before joining a law firm in Charleston, South Carolina.

In 1856 Pettigrew was elected to the South Carolina legislature, but his outspoken opposition to laws that sought to reopen the slave trade ensured his defeat in the next election. Pettigrew again traveled to Europe and volunteered for service in the Italian forces in the war that pitted Sardinia and France against Austria in 1859, but he saw no action. He then traveled widely in Spain, later publishing an account of his travels as Notes on Spain and Spaniards in the Summer of 1859, with a Glance at Sardinia.

On the secession of South Carolina from the Union on December 20, 1860, Pettigrew was appointed aide to Governor Francis Pickens and served as colonel of the 1st South Carolina Rifles. Pettigrew took an active role in efforts to secure the withdrawal of Union forces under Major Robert Anderson at Fort Sumter and then enlisted as a private in the Hampton Legion. In July 1861, Pettigrew was appointed colonel of the 12th (later redesignated the 22nd) North Carolina Infantry. On February 26, 1862, he was promoted to brigadier general and took command of a brigade in the Army of Northern Virginia, which he led until he was severely wounded in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and taken prisoner. He was exchanged two months later. He then served at Petersburg, Virginia, and in North Carolina.

Returning to the Army of Northern Virginia in May 1863 in time for the Gettysburg Campaign, Pettigrew commanded a brigade consisting of the 11th, 26th, 47th, and 52nd North Carolina Infantry Regiments in Major General Henry Heth’s division of Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s III Corps. Pettigrew and his men were in the thick of the fight at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and suffered heavy casualties on the first day of fighting. When Heth was wounded, Pettigrew took command of the division and participated in Pickett’s Charge on the last day of the battle, during which he was wounded in the hand but refused to leave the field until the end of the assault. He then resumed brigade command in the retreat. Eleven days later, Pettigrew was shot and mortally wounded in a skirmish at Falling Waters, Maryland. He died on July 17, 1863, at Bunker Hill, West Virginia.
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Pettus, Edmund Winston

Birth Date: July 6, 1821

Death Date: July 27, 1907

Confederate officer. Edmund Winston Pettus was born on July 6, 1821, in Limestone County, Alabama. He attended Clinton College (Tennessee), studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1842. Pettus opened a legal practice in Gainesville, Alabama, and became solicitor for the Seventh Circuit Court in 1844. He saw service during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and spent time in California before settling down in Cahaba, Alabama.

In early 1861, Pettus traveled to Mississippi to discern that state’s plans for secession. At the time, his brother, John J. Pettus, was governor of Mississippi. Edmund Pettus then helped recruit the 20th Arkansas Infantry Regiment and was elected major. On October 8, 1861, he was promoted to lieutenant colonel.

After service in eastern Tennessee, Pettus saw action in the defense of Port Gibson, Mississippi, and was taken prisoner during the battle there on May 1, 1863. Escaping, he then participated in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), during which he was promoted to colonel. When Vicksburg fell on July 4, he was again taken prisoner. On his exchange in September, he was advanced to brigadier general and given command of an Alabama brigade in the Army of Tennessee.

Pettus saw action in the Battles of Lookout Mountain (November 23, 1863) and Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). During 1864, he was involved in all of the campaigns waged by the Army of Tennessee, including the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Early the next year he was in North Carolina, where he saw action at the Second Battle of Kinston (March 7–10, 1865) and the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21). Wounded in the latter battle, Pettus surrendered at Durham Station.

After the war Pettus commenced a law practice in Selma, Alabama. Elected to the U.S. Senate as a Democrat, he served from 1897 until 1907. He died in Hot Springs, North Carolina, on July 27, 1907.
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Pettus, John Jones

Birth Date: October 9, 1813

Death Date: January 28, 1867

Mississippi governor. Born on October 9, 1813, in Wilson County, Tennessee, John Jones Pettus moved to Kemper County, Mississippi, as a child. A self-made man, he began his political career representing Kemper County in the state legislature and later served as the president of the Mississippi Senate. In that capacity, he was briefly elevated under the Mississippi Constitution to serve as the state’s governor in January 1854 after the sitting governor resigned from office five days before his elected successor was sworn in. Afterward Pettus remained in the legislature, where he loudly and dramatically defended states’ rights and slavery as sectional tensions increased. In 1859 he ran for governor representing the radical wing of the state’s Democratic Party, campaigning on a platform that included heavily arming the state to defend the institution of slavery should a Republican win the presidency. Pettus handily defeated his opponent, which represented a significant victory for secessionists around the state. In response to Republican Abraham Lincoln winning the presidency in November 1860, Pettus helped lead the effort to take Mississippi out of the Union.

Although Pettus promoted secession, he found the task of being a wartime governor difficult. The state’s fragile military infrastructure created major logistical problems related to the distribution of military supplies and the mobilization of the state’s troops. After a two-year term, Pettus won reelection in 1861, but the problems related to Mississippi’s war effort only grew worse. During his second administration the state capital at Jackson fell to Union forces, as did the important port city of Vicksburg on the Mississippi River. Constitutionally restricted from seeking a third term, Pettus left office in November 1863, by which time many of his once-enthusiastic supporters were blaming him for Mississippi’s setbacks.

When the state that he had led out of the Union in 1861 officially surrendered in 1865, Pettus signed a loyalty oath to the United States and, his health failing, moved to Arkansas. He died in Jefferson County, Arkansas, on January 28, 1867.

BEN WYNNE

See also

Mississippi; Pettus, Edmund Winston

Further Reading

Dubay, Robert W. John Jones Pettus, Mississippi Fire-Eater: His Life and Times. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1975.

Wynne, Ben. Mississippi’s Civil War: A Narrative History. Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Phelan, James

Birth Date: October 11, 1821

Death Date: May 17, 1873

Confederate senator. James Phelan was born on October 11, 1821, in Huntsville, Alabama. As a young man, he gravitated toward journalism, editing two newspapers and becoming Alabama’s state printer for a time. Phelan then studied law, was admitted to the bar in 1846, and commenced a law practice in Huntsville. Three years later he moved to Aberdeen, Mississippi, where he established a lucrative legal practice. A staunch proponent of the Southern cause and a close friend of Jefferson Davis, Phelan was elected to the Mississippi Senate in 1860.

As the Confederacy formed and civil war loomed, Phelan acted as the eyes and ears for Davis in Mississippi, sending him numerous reports on the state’s morale and military readiness. Elected to the Confederate Senate in the autumn of 1861, Phelan was sworn into office early the following year. In the Senate, he continued to keep President Davis abreast of affairs in Mississippi and the Deep South and was frequently called upon to offer him political advice. Phelan was a strong supporter of a robust Confederate government, endowed with expansive powers to prosecute the war. Although his stance was welcomed at the Confederative executive mansion, it did not sit particularly well with many of his constituents, who were more concerned with states’ rights.

Phelan dug his own political grave during 1863 when he sponsored a bill that called for the confiscation of all cotton, to be paid for in bonds, that would in turn be used to help finance a badly needed loan to prosecute and win the war. Although the bill passed the House, it died in the Senate, along with Phelan’s political fortunes. Burned in effigy by cotton planters, Phelan lost his reelection bid, leaving office in 1864. During 1864 and 1865, he was a judge advocate in the Confederate Army with the rank of colonel and traveled the Confederacy presiding over various military court cases.

Postbellum, Phelan eventually settled in Memphis, where he practiced law. He died there on May 17, 1873.
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Phelps, John Smith

Birth Date: December 22, 1814

Death Date: November 20, 1886

Union officer. John Smith Phelps was born on December 22, 1814, in Simsbury, Connecticut. He was educated at Washington (Trinity) College, graduating in 1832. He then studied law, was admitted to the bar in 1835, and in 1837 moved to Springfield, Missouri, where he established a thriving legal practice. In 1840 he held a seat in the Missouri legislature as a Democrat, and from 1844 to 1863 he served in the U.S. House of Representatives.

In the spring of 1861, Phelps enlisted as a private in a six-month Missouri infantry regiment. He ultimately rose to the rank of colonel on December 19, 1861. Phelps saw action at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) but mustered out of service on May 13, 1862, and returned to Washington, D.C.

On July 19, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln appointed Phelps brigadier general of volunteers and military governor of Arkansas. Phelps’s commission expired in March 1863 for lack of confirmation. In poor health, Phelps resigned his post later in 1863 and by 1864 was practicing law in Springfield, Missouri.

Phelps waged an unsuccessful bid for the Missouri governorship in 1868 but was successful on his second try in 1876. Still a Democrat, he served from 1877 to 1881, at which time he resumed his legal practice. Phelps died on November 20, 1886, in St. Louis.
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Phelps, John Wolcott

Birth Date: November 13, 1813

Death Date: February 2, 1885

Union officer. John Wolcott Phelps was born on November 13, 1813, in Guilford, Vermont. After attending local schools, he graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, on July 1, 1836, and was commissioned a brevet second lieutenant. Soon after his first assignment with the 4th U.S. Artillery Regiment, he was promoted to second lieutenant on July 28, 1836. He served in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and was promoted to first lieutenant on July 7, 1838. The next several years were spent on garrison duty in the South and along the Canadian border before participating in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

Although brevetted captain for his services during the war, for unknown reasons Phelps declined to accept the nominal promotion. He received his regular promotion to captain on March 31, 1850. After service on the western frontier, Phelps resigned his commission on November 2, 1859. He returned to his home in Brattleboro, Vermont, where he campaigned against slavery and the Masonic order.

With the start of the Civil War, on May 2, 1861, Phelps was named colonel of the 1st Vermont Volunteer Regiment. Sent to Fort Monroe in Virginia, he commanded the troops who secured the nearby town of Newport News. Following promotion to brigadier general on May 17, 1861, he was transferred to the Department of the Gulf under Major General Benjamin F. Butler. In November 1861 Phelps commanded the troops who seized Ship Island, Mississippi. His regiment participated in the battles for Forts Jackson and St. Philip on the Mississippi River in April 1862 as well as in the capture of New Orleans on May 1, 1862.

While stationed near New Orleans, Phelps embarked on the first recruitment of black soldiers. Camp conditions were unhealthy, and his men were dying at the rate of two or three per day. The numbers of black fugitives, however, continued to increase. Deciding to make use of this resource, Phelps formed three regiments of African Americans and requested arms from Butler to outfit them for the defense of the camp. Butler denied his request. Instead, he ordered Phelps to use the African Americans as laborers and to cease organizing them as troops. Unwilling to become what he viewed as a slave driver, Phelps resigned his commission on August 21, 1862. The Confederate government’s response to Phelps’s recruitment attempt was to declare him an outlaw. Months later, President Abraham Lincoln adopted the policy of enlisting blacks and apparently offered Phelps a commission as a major general. Phelps declined the offer when the president refused to backdate the new commission to the time of his resignation.

Phelps remained in Brattleboro, where he was active in community groups and contributed to various literary and scientific journals. Resuming his campaign against the Masons, he unsuccessfully ran for president in 1880 as the American Party (Anti-Mason) candidate. In 1883 Phelps moved to Guilford, Vermont, where he remained until his death on February 2, 1885.

DONNA SMITH
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Phelps, Seth Ledyard

Birth Date: January 13, 1824

Death Date: June 24, 1885

Union naval officer. Born on January 13, 1824, in Chardon, Ohio, Seth Ledyard Phelps entered naval service as a midshipman on October 19, 1841. He was advanced to passed midshipman on August 10, 1847. Phelps first served in the Mediterranean and Brazil Squadrons and later off Africa. He also saw service in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), following which he was stationed at the Naval Observatory and participated in the laying of the transatlantic cable. Phelps made master on June 30, 1855, and lieutenant on September 15 of the same year.

Soon after the Civil War began, Phelps was one of the first naval officers sent west to help build the Western Gunboat Flotilla. He assisted Commander John Rodgers in the conversion of the timberclads Tyler, Lexington, and Conestoga. As commander of the Conestoga, Phelps helped develop the tactics used with success by the U.S. Navy on the western rivers. He commanded the division of timberclads in the attack on Fort Henry, Tennessee, on February 6, 1862. On the direction of Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote, immediately following the fort’s capitulation Phelps led a raid up the Tennessee River (February 6–10), reaching as far as Muscle Shoals, Alabama. He was promoted to lieutenant commander on July 16.

Following the Union capture of Island No. 10, Phelps became the flag officer and chief assistant to new commander Captain Charles H. Davis. Phelps had hoped to replace Davis on the latter’s departure but lost out to Rear Admiral David D. Porter. Phelps then took command of the Eastport, the largest ironclad in the Mississippi Squadron.

During the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), Phelps directed the naval attack on Fort DeRussy, and his ships secured Alexandria, Louisiana. He then joined in the drive on Shreveport. During the subsequent withdrawal down the Red River, the Eastport struck a torpedo (naval mine) about eight miles below Grand Ecore, Louisiana, and sank in shallow water. Although the ship was refloated, bringing it out under tow proved to be impossible, and it had to be scuttled. Porter unfairly blamed Phelps, who resigned on October 29, 1864.
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A pen and ink sketch by Carl Becker during the Civil War of Union naval officer and gunboat commander Seth L. Phelps. In February 1862, Lieutenant Phelps led an important Union raid up the Tennesseee River that reached into Alabama. (Library of Congress)

After the war, Phelps served on the District of Columbia Board of Commissioners and as minister to Peru. He died on June 24, 1885, in Lima while serving in that capacity.

GARY D. JOINER AND SPENCER C. TUCKER
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Phelps’s Raid up the Tennessee River

Start Date: February 6, 1862

End Date: February 10, 1862

Union naval raid. So confident was Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote of victory in the coming Union assault on Fort Henry on the Tennessee River that on February 2, 1862, four days before the attack and on his own initiative, he issued special orders to Lieutenant Seth Ledyard Phelps that on the fall of Fort Henry, Phelps was to move his three timberclad gunboats—the Conestoga (flagship), Lexington, and Tyler—up the Tennessee River. Foote ordered Phelps to disable the key 1,200-foot Memphis, Louisville & Clarksville Railroad drawbridge at Danville, 25 miles above Fort Henry, and then raid into Confederate territory as far upriver as the depth of water would allow.

Following the Union capture of Fort Henry on February 6, Phelps set out. A fast Confederate steamer, the Dunbar, spread the alarm in advance of Phelps’s ships. En route to Danville, Phelps discovered the camp of the 48th and 51st Tennessee Regiments along the shore and stopped to shell it. At Danville, meanwhile, the Confederates loaded military supplies aboard four transports and sent them upriver, then disabled the drawbridge.

The Union ships arrived at the bridge that evening, opening fire on the Dunbar, which had remained in the vicinity, and forcing it upriver. Phelps then landed men, and in about an hour they succeeded in opening the drawbridge. He then left behind Lieutenant William Gwin and the Tyler, the slowest of his gunboats, so that its crew might destroy track and telegraph line, while Phelps proceeded with the Conestoga and the Lexington. His mission accomplished, Gwin hurried the Tyler upriver. The raiders did not destroy the railroad bridge as Foote had ordered, judging that this could be accomplished on their return.

Phelps’s Conestoga, meanwhile, pressed ahead of the slower Lexington and gained on the heavily laden Confederate transports. The captain of one of these, the Samuel Orr, fired his vessel rather than see it and its contents fall into Union hands. Farther upriver, the captains of the Appleton Belle and the Lynn Boyd, realizing that they too would soon be overhauled, ran their ships ashore and fired them in turn. A tremendous explosion ripped apart the Appleton Belle, which had been loaded with ordnance supplies and 3,000 pounds of powder. The explosion shattered the Lynn Boyd and inflicted some minor damage to the Conestoga, 1,000 yards distant.

At 11:00 a.m. on February 7, all three gunboats arrived at Perry’s Landing, Tennessee, where they discovered strong pro-Union sentiment. At 7:00 p.m. the Union gunboats reached Cerro Gordo, Tennessee. Small arms fire on the Conestoga produced retaliatory shelling from it and the Tyler. There Phelps took possession of the large 570-ton steamer Eastport, which had been undergoing conversion into an ironclad ram, as well as a quantity of materials intended for it, including lumber and iron plating. Although the Eastport had been partially scuttled, the Union sailors were able to stop the leaks and pump out the water.

Again leaving the Tyler behind, this time to guard his prize, Phelps pressed on with the Conestoga and the Lexington. On February 8 in Mississippi, Phelps took two small steamers, the Muscle and Sally Wood, at Waterloo Landing, the latter filled with iron destined for the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond. A Union prize crew boarded the Muscle and used it to tow the Sallie Wood back to Cerro Gordo.

Phelps’s gunboats got as far south as Florence, Alabama, on the afternoon of February 8. Here the raid ended, stopped by Muscle Shoals. The crews of the Dunbar and another steamer, the Alfred Robb, managed to prevent their capture by hiding them in a stream. The Confederates fired three other steamers, the Julius Smith, Sam Kirkman, and Time. The Julius Smith was cut loose with paddle wheels turning in reverse in the hopes that it would run into and destroy one or more of the raiders, but the Union gunboats easily avoided its mad passage downstream. The other two steamers were fired at the landing, but seamen from the Conestoga managed to save a quantity of stores from them.

A delegation of Florence citizens pleaded with Phelps not to destroy their city or the prized 15-pier railroad bridge over the river. Phelps reasoned that because Muscle Shoals impeded him from further passage upriver and because the bridge had little military value, he would leave it alone. He also assured the delegation that the Union seamen would not destroy private property. After going through warehouses and seizing a quantity of official Confederate property, Phelps ordered private property seized aboard the steamers offloaded and returned to its owners.

That same evening, the two gunboats departed Florence. Later that night they reached Cerro Gordo, where Gwin and his men had been busy loading captured supplies and readying the Eastport for its trip downriver. Phelps then decided to assault a Confederate camp near Savannah, Tennessee, reportedly containing some 600 men. Leaving the Lexington behind to guard the Eastport, the Conestoga and the Tyler set out. At Savannah, 130 sailors and marines went ashore with a Dahlgren boat howitzer, only to find that the camp had been hastily evacuated. The landing party removed some stores and fired others, along with the camp buildings. On the night of February 9, the Lexington and the Tyler took the Eastport in tow, while the Conestoga towed the Sallie Wood and the Muscle. But the Muscle sprung a leak and had to be abandoned, along with its cargo.

On February 10, Phelps’s little flotilla returned to Fort Henry. The expedition had been a considerable success. It had taken three Confederate steamers and led to the destruction of six others. The large Eastport was a particularly valuable capture and became a Union ironclad of the same name. The expedition also secured a considerable quantity of lumber, iron plate, and other stores as well as small arms.
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Philadelphia Brigade

Union infantry brigade that served in the Army of the Potomac. The brigade was composed of four regiments, the 69th, 71st, 72nd, and 106th Pennsylvania Infantry, which had been recruited almost exclusively from the city of Philadelphia. Initially, the regiments were labeled the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 5th California Infantry to provide California with a military role in the war. The regiments were formed into the California Brigade under Colonel Edward D. Baker, a sitting U.S. senator from Oregon. After the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21, 1861), during which the brigade was heavily engaged and Baker was killed, the regiments were renumbered as Pennsylvania units.

Next commanded by Brigadier General William W. Burns, the brigade served in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) as the Second Division of II Corps. The brigade’s next combat was at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Commanded by Brigadier General Oliver O. Howard, the brigade encountered heavy fighting and was counterattacked in the flank and routed, suffering almost 550 casualties. Next led by Brigadier General Joshua T. Owen, the brigade participated in the Union attacks on Marye’s Heights at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), where it again suffered heavy casualties.

After being in reserve at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), the brigade was engaged at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Under Brigadier General Alexander S. Webb, elements of the brigade helped defeat a Confederate attack on the evening of July 2. During Pickett’s Charge, the brigade was positioned near the Angle and was driven back in heavy fighting before the Confederate assault was repulsed. Losses for the brigade in the battle totaled 495 men.

During the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), the brigade was involved at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21). Shortly thereafter, the brigade was disbanded. Soldiers with time left on their enlistments were consolidated into the 69th Regiment. The 106th Regiment was reduced in size to a battalion, and veterans in the other regiments were mustered out in July and August 1864.
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Philippi, Battle of

Event Date: June 3, 1861

Early war engagement in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia). The Battle of Philippi was the first land engagement of the Civil War. With the beginning of the war in April 1861, leaders in both the North and the South recognized the strategic significance of western Virginia. The area had the ability to provide thousands of recruits to the respective armies, was rich in mineral resources, and could be used as a staging ground for launching raids into the heartland of the opponent. Most importantly, the key communications link of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad traversed much of the region, running east-west from Martinsburg to Wheeling on the Ohio River.

Almost immediately, Confederate colonel George Porterfield occupied the rail terminus at Grafton and ordered his troops to destroy bridges northwest of Fairmont. Union major general George B. McClellan responded quickly to Porterfield’s possession of the Grafton rail center. McClellan ordered Colonel Benjamin F. Kelley and the 1st (West) Virginia Volunteer Infantry to proceed cautiously from Wheeling to Fairmont, repairing the railroad bridges between the two points. As news of Kelley’s advance reached Porterfield, he requested reinforcements from Colonel Thomas J. Jackson at Harpers Ferry. Porterfield, however, was unable to secure the additional troops, so he evacuated Grafton, regrouping 15 miles to the south at Philippi.

Union forces now converged on Philippi. One column of 1,600 men under Kelley moved from Grafton, while another column of 1,400 men under Brigadier General Ebenezer Dumont moved on Philippi from Webster to the west. The two Union columns arrived at Philippi before dawn on June 3.

Fighting commenced on June 3, 1861. Kelley, augmented by regiments from Ohio and Indiana, attacked Porterfield’s 800 Confederate troops, forcing them from the town. As the raw, untested recruits struggled amid the confusion of battle, Confederate forces retreated so quickly from the town that the battle became known in the North as the Philippi Races. The Union victory resulted in 15 Confederate casualties. Union forces suffered 2 men wounded, including Kelley. Porterfield was pleased that so many of his men had been able to escape, largely the result of the absence of Union cavalry. Following the hasty retreat, Union troops secured munitions, baggage, and personal effects belonging to the Confederates.

The Union victory at Philippi had profound implications for western Virginia. The region was later formed into the state of West Virginia and was admitted to the Union in 1863. Also, for the time being at least, the Union had secured control of the vital Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.
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Philippoteaux, Paul Dominique

Birth Date: January 27, 1846

Death Date: June 28, 1923

French artist. Paul Dominique Philippoteaux was born in Paris, France, on January 27, 1846. His father Felix Philippoteaux was also a professional artist. The younger Philippoteaux was professionally trained as an artist in France at the Collège Henri IV and at the École des Beaux Arts in Paris. He became best known for cyclorama paintings, which were very large 360-degree canvas oil paintings. Viewers stood on a platform in the center of the room, with the painting on the walls around them. This method of display gave spectators the sensation of being in the midst of a scene or historical event. Philippoteaux assisted his father in the painting of his first cyclorama, The Defense of the Fort d’Issy, which premiered in Paris in 1871 and depicted a scene from the Franco-Prussian War.

In the United States, Philippoteaux is best known for his painting The Battle of Gettysburg, which portrays Pickett’s Charge on July 3, 1863. The painting premiered in 1883. The French painter arrived in America in 1879 after being commissioned by private investors in Chicago to paint a cyclorama of the battle for public display.

Philippoteaux went to the battlefield in April 1882 and began research for the painting. He observed the terrain, hired a photographer to produce a series of photographs, interviewed veterans who had participated in the assault, and made scores of sketches of the landscape.

Philippoteaux then returned to France to paint the cyclorama. The original dimensions of the painting were 42 feet high and 377 feet in circumference. To create a three-dimensional viewing experience, the foreground of the painting included a display of fence posts, rifles, cartridge boxes, and mannequins. The Cyclorama of the Battle of Gettysburg premiered in Chicago in December 1883. Philippoteaux’s painting was so well received that he painted three additional Gettysburg cycloramas, which premiered in Boston (December 1884), Philadelphia (February 1886), and New York City (October 1886). One of the artist’s cycloramas has recently been restored and can be viewed at the Gettysburg National Battlefield Park. Philippoteaux died in Paris on June 28, 1923.
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Phillips, Eugenia Levy

Birth Date: 1820

Death Date: 1902

Southern partisan and Confederate spy. The sister of Phoebe Yates Pember, matron at Richmond’s Chimborazo Military Hospital, Eugenia Levy was born in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1820 to a prosperous Jewish family. She was married on September 7, 1836, to Philip Phillips, who had established a successful legal practice in Mobile, Alabama. The couple lived in Mobile for 18 years.

When Philip Phillips was elected to the U.S. Congress in 1853, the family moved to Washington, D.C. Beautiful and witty, Eugenia Phillips enjoyed Washington’s social life. After one term in Congress, her husband decided to practice law in Washington, and when the Civil War began, the Phillips family remained in the city.

On August 24, 1861, Eugenia, daughters Caroline and Fanny, and sister Martha were placed under house arrest by Union detectives and later moved to the home of Rose O’Neal Greenhow, another suspected Confederate spy. Through appeals to influential friends, Mr. Phillips managed to secure his family’s release on September 18. According to her daughter’s memoir, Eugenia gave Confederate officials a coded message from Greenhow, smuggled out in a ball of yarn. The family then resettled in New Orleans, which was occupied by Union forces the following spring.
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Eugenia Levy Phillips, born in the South but a resident of Washington, D.C., served the Confederate cause as a spy. (Virginia Clay-Clopton, A Belle of the Fifties: Memoirs of Mrs. Clay, of Alabama, Covering Social and Political Washington and the South, 1853–1866, 1905)

Eugenia Phillips again ran afoul of Union authorities. Major General Benjamin Butler, the Union commander in New Orleans known for his infamous Woman Order, had her arrested for laughing as a Union soldier’s funeral procession passed below her balcony. Butler ordered her imprisoned on Ship Island in Mississippi Sound but allowed her to take her maid. Months of inadequate rations, heat, insects, and close confinement led to illness for both women. Mr. Phillips secured their release, and the family left New Orleans, eventually settling in Georgia. For the rest of her life, Eugenia fancied herself a Confederate heroine while leading a relatively quiet and obscure existence. She died in LaGrange, Georgia, in 1902.

NANCY GRAY SCHOONMAKER
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Phillips, Wendell

Birth Date: November 29, 1811

Death Date: February 2, 1884

Fierce abolitionist and social reformer. Wendell Phillips was born on November 29, 1811, in Boston, Massachusetts, into a wealthy family. He graduated in 1831 from Harvard College, where he demonstrated a flair for oratory. In 1834 he received his law degree from Harvard but soon was converted to the abolitionist cause by Ann Terry Greene, whom he married in 1837. That same year Phillips made his debut as an abolitionist orator with a speech at Faneuil Hall in Boston. This established Phillips as one of the leaders of the abolitionist movement. In 1840 Phillips attended the World Anti-Slavery Convention in London, where he joined with William Lloyd Garrison in protesting the barring of women delegates from the floor.

Throughout the 1840s, Phillips worked with Garrison, serving on the executive committee and as recording secretary of the American Anti-Slavery Society. Phillips was a frequent contributor to the The Liberator. He differed with Garrison’s doctrine of nonresistance, however, arguing that laws such as the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act ought to be forcibly resisted.

During the turbulent 1850s, Phillips became increasingly militant. By then he had won a national reputation as a lecturer, and he used the platform to fire public sentiment against slavery. He also helped organize a vigilance committee in Boston to ensure the safe passage of fugitive slaves to Canada. Although impressed with radical abolitionist John Brown, Phillips stopped short of aiding Brown’s Harpers Ferry raid in October 1859. Phillips did, however, organize the legal defense of those who had helped Brown and provided legal counsel for Brown. Phillips later delivered the eulogy at Brown’s funeral.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Phillips insisted that it was more important to free the slaves than to save the Union, and he criticized President Abraham Lincoln for failing to make emancipation his primary war aim. Phillips welcomed both the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 and the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment abolishing slavery in 1865. When Garrison called for the disbanding of the American Anti-Slavery Society, however, Phillips strongly objected.

Arguing that with emancipation the society’s real work had just begun, Phillips replaced Garrison as president of the American Anti-Slavery Society. Phillips now pushed for the passage of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments. With the passage of the latter in 1870, Phillips urged that a system of free public education be established in the South so that all children, black and white, would receive an equal education. And when most Americans, including some of Phillips’s former colleagues in the abolitionist movement, lost interest in the plight of the freed slaves, Phillips kept up the cry for social justice.

A supporter of other reform efforts, including women’s suffrage, prison reform, and the rights of Native Americans, Phillips also took up the cause of labor in the years after the Civil War. Phillips died in Boston on February 2, 1884.

WILLIAM MCGUIRE AND LESLIE WHEELER
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Brilliant orator Wendell Phillips was one of the chief figures in the pre–Civil War abolitionist movement in the United States. With the beginning of the Civil War, he insisted that it was more important to free the slaves than to save the Union, and he criticized President Abraham Lincoln for not making emancipation the primary war aim. (Library of Congress)
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Phillips, William Addison

Birth Date: January 14, 1824

Death Date: November 30, 1893

Journalist, lawyer, U.S. Army officer, and U.S. congressman. Born in Paisley, Scotland, on January 14, 1824, William Addison Phillips was educated in his hometown and immigrated with his parents to the United States in 1839. The family settled in Randolph County, Illinois, and farmed. Phillips soon took up a career in journalism, however, as editor of the Chester Herald from 1852 to 1855. He also studied law.

Admitted to the bar in 1855, Phillips began a practice in Lawrence, Kansas. At the same time, however, he agreed to be a special correspondent for Horace Greeley’s New York Tribune reporting on developments in the Kansas Territory, then in turmoil over whether it would come into the Union as a slave state or a free state. Phillips’s passionate articles against slavery and violence perpetrated by the proslavery faction in Kansas did much to gather public support in the North for the antislavery movement in Kansas. In 1856 Phillips played a key role with a special committee from the U.S. Congress sent to Kansas to investigate accusations of violence and election fraud.

While remaining active in the free-soil movement, in the spring of 1858 Phillips and four others founded the town of Salina and then also established the Salina Road at a time when there were no railroads west of the Missouri. In late April that same year, Phillips was elected one of three judges on the Kansas Supreme Court.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Phillips raised some of the first troops from Kansas. Commissioned as a major in the 1st Indian Home Guards, he was elected colonel and the commander of the 3rd Indian Home Guards and for a short time of the 1st Indian Brigade in Brigadier General John M. Schofield’s Army of the Frontier. Later in a semi-independent role, commanding at times thousands of men, Phillips took part in most of the actions in Kansas and in Indian Territory. He was wounded three times in battle and had four horses shot from beneath him.

Elected to the Kansas House of Representatives in 1865, Phillips was then for a time an attorney in Washington, D.C., for the Cherokees. Elected as a Republican, he served three terms in the U.S. House of Representatives (March 1873–March 1879). He failed in his fourth bid and again in 1890. Phillips died on November 30, 1893, in Fort Gibson, Oklahoma.
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Phillips’ Legion

Confederate military organization. In the spring of 1861, William Phillips, a wealthy citizen of Marietta, Georgia, organized an army unit of three battalions: one each of infantry, cavalry, and artillery. The formation was conceived as a combined-arms unit. As originally organized in 1861, the legion included six infantry companies and four cavalry companies.

As with almost all Civil War legions, the unit was broken up early. The artillery battalion was divided into individual batteries, which were then dispersed among Confederate Army formations for the remainder of the war. Phillips, commissioned a colonel, commanded the remainder of the legion until the winter of 1862, when he suffered a severe bout of typhoid fever. The infantry and cavalry battalions were separated in July 1862.

After undergoing training, Phillips’ Legion was mustered into Confederate service at Lynchburg, Virginia, on August 9. The unit was then dispatched to western Virginia (present-day West Virginia) for service in the Army of the Kanawha. In December 16, 1861, the legion was ordered to South Carolina. Expanded with the addition of three new infantry companies in the spring of 1862, the legion returned to Virginia, assigned to the Army of Northern Virginia. The legion’s infantry and cavalry units were separated, but each took part in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). In the late summer of 1863, the legion’s infantry was ordered to return to Georgia. The infantry served in Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s corps in the early stages of the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863) and the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). The legion’s infantry returned to the Army of Northern Virginia in April 1864. From August to November 1864, the legion’s infantry served in the Shenandoah Valley before returning to the Army of Northern Virginia for the remainder of the war. The Phillips’ Legion Infantry Battalion took part in more than 50 engagements in the course of the war. When the unit surrendered at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865, it numbered only slightly more than 90 officers and men.

The Phillips’ Legion Cavalry Battalion was organized in 1861 with four companies. It was expanded during the spring of 1862 with the addition of two new companies. In May 1864, the four-company 4th Alabama Cavalry Battalion was attached to the legion cavalry until that November, when a company from the Cobb’s Legion Cavalry was transferred to the Phillips’ Legion.

Upon being mustered into Confederate service, the Phillips’ Legion Cavalry Battalion was assigned to duty in the Department of Georgia. In September 1861 the unit was transferred to Virginia and assigned to the Cavalry Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia. The Phillips’ Legion Cavalry Battalion served in that army until January 1865, when it was ordered south into North Carolina. The unit ended its service attached to the Army of Tennessee. The cavalry of Phillips’ Legion participated in more than 100 engagements during the war and at least fared better than the Phillips’ Legion Infantry Battalion. On April 26, 1865, 254 officers and men of the cavalry battalion surrendered near Greensboro, North Carolina.
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The Photographic History of the Civil War

Ten-volume photographic history of the Civil War edited by Francis Trevelyan Miller and containing 3,629 photographs, first published during 1911–1912 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the start of the war. An American writer and filmmaker, Miller also authored books on exploration, travel, and photography. Mathew Brady, perhaps the best known of the Civil War photographers, and his assistants produced more than 7,000 Civil War photographs. Over time, many had been damaged or lost. Eventually the remaining photographs passed to Edward Bailey Eaton, and he worked to have them published in a collection, which became Miller’s The Photographic History of the Civil War.

The photographs in Miller’s work cover every aspect of the war: battlefields, common soldiers, officers, forts, camp scenes, army movements, weapons, and war matériel. The volumes also include short articles that identify people, places, and/or situations in the photos and provide a wealth of information about the war itself. Each volume is dedicated to a specific subject and has a place and surname index. The collection also includes a chronological summary and record of historical events and of important land and naval engagements.

Miller’s work remains a significant source of Civil War photographs and is the greatest single collection of Brady’s photographs. Miller and his staff relied heavily on veterans’ recollections to identify particular scenes and people in the photographs, and as a result some of the photo captions contain errors. The entire work was republished as a five-volume set in 1957 that included an introduction by noted historian Henry Steele Commager.
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Photography and the Civil War

Photography came of age as an instrument of documentary record during the American Civil War. The French pioneers in the new technology had already captured the panorama of Paris, the City of Light, and had even made stereo views with a binocular lens camera. Portrait photography was also established in cartes de visite, studio photographs in which subjects were forced to pose awkwardly and at length. But war photography was relatively new in 1861. Some photos had indeed been made of English and French troops in the Crimea in the 1850s, but these had chiefly been stilted shots of groups or officers posed in uniform. A few pictures of American troops on review in Mexico had been made in the late 1840s. But the idea of preserving for history the images of an entire war on photographic plates was relatively new. Oliver Wendell Holmes pronounced the endeavor “the mirror with a memory.”

The most important figure in American photography in the second half of the 19th century was decidedly Mathew B. Brady. Trained under the brilliant inventor of the telegraph, Samuel F. B. Morse, Brady opened his daguerreotype studio in New York City in 1844. The daguerreotype, named for its French developer, Louis Daguerre, was a process using a silver-coated copper sheet, exposed in a camera and developed by mercury vapors. Each picture was individual. The subject had to sit in a stationary pose for about 20 minutes. But under Brady’s artistry, especially after he developed a method of hand coloring the images, the results could be extraordinary.

With his many photographs of the notables of his age—including writers Nathaniel Hawthorne and Mark Twain, the entertainment impresario P. T. Barnum, the actor John Wilkes Booth, and the singer Adelina Patti—Brady proved that the skilled photographer could reveal personality and character just as effectively as the portrait painter. Capturing the craggy face of President Andrew Jackson, Brady helped establish the popular image of “Old Hickory.” Brady would also accommodate young soldiers in their uniforms, often the finest clothes they had ever owned, who wanted cartes de visite for the folks back home.

It is to Brady’s artistry that we owe our revered images of President Abraham Lincoln, which captured the pensiveness of the man and the melancholy so reminiscent of an Old Testament prophet. Lincoln sat for Brady on several occasions, first before Lincoln’s election as president at the time of his famous February 1860 address at Cooper Union in New York City, during which he argued for the government’s right to limit slavery in the territories. He later said, half seriously, “Brady and the Cooper Union speech made me president.”

Eventually Brady opened a gallery in Washington, D.C., as well as two additional studios in New York. When the Civil War started in April 1861, he was ready to embark on his most ambitious project—to provide a photographic record of the war. By now Brady was working with wet photographic plates, an advance that made possible his move from studio to field. Still, the process was cumbersome. It was necessary to train photographic teams and equip wagons that would carry the essential equipment, including a developing dark room and chemicals, onto battlefields. Brady assigned his trainees to cover different zones of combat, covering as much territory as possible with approximately 30 bases, photographing both Union and Confederate forces. Soon the wagons, those darkrooms on wheels, were visible on battlefields and were called “Whatsits” by the soldiers. Because the wagons made highly visible targets, photographers as well as soldiers risked their lives.

Although Brady himself was frequently present at important battles, three of his trainees—Timothy O’Sullivan, George N. Barnard, and Alexander Gardner—also made names for themselves. Gardner, who later broke with Brady, establishing himself as a rival, would always claim that the recording of battle was his idea.

In addition to Brady’s crew, other photographers got into the action. John E. Stanchak, a historian of photography, has estimated that as many as 2,000 photographers eventually participated in the war, producing some 1 million photographs. Other active firms included Levy and Cohen of Philadelphia and Haas and Peale, who operated chiefly among Union troops in the Carolinas. Although photographic equipment was not as readily available in the Confederacy, Jay D. Edwards was an important photographer who worked in the rebel states. Photographers were also used by cartographers during the war. Additionally, they were sometimes brought in to photograph sensitive documents and were even used in espionage and reconnaissance missions.

Although these men were on the battlefield with their wagons, it was still impossible to produce vivid action shots through the collodion wet-plate process. When this was attempted, backgrounds became hopelessly blurred. Nevertheless, a powerful record of less active moments resulted: Lincoln, in stovepipe hat, towering above his officers on a visit to the Antietam campaign; hospital scenes; fortifications; training camps; and landscapes, where the beauty of autumn nature made a stark contrast to the dead bodies and battle wreckage on the ground. Young soldiers, black and white, were photographed as they apprehensively awaited battle. After the war was over, Brady would exhibit in his New York gallery a poignant collection he called Death at Antietam. He had also planned an album, Incidents of War, with scenes of wartime Washington, but that project was never completed.

The end of hostilities in 1865 did not mark the conclusion of Brady’s work. Among his most successful photographs would continue to be his portraits of generals. Upon the surrender Brady made haste to Appomattox, but General Robert E. Lee, his task already accomplished, had left for his home in Richmond. Brady followed him there and persuaded the defeated general to pose in uniform. The resulting photograph, which captured the grace and dignity of Lee even in defeat, helped establish the Confederate commander as a national hero. Brady would also photograph in his Washington studio General Ulysses S. Grant.

Ultimately Brady would photograph every president from Martin Van Buren to James A. Garfield, leaving a valuable archive of American leadership during a pivotal period in history. Americans were deeply moved by the vividness of the battlefield scenes and even the grimness of his photographs of the execution of the Lincoln assassination conspirators. Brady and his colleagues, with their cameras, brought the horrors of war and its aftermath to Americans on the home front, much as television imagery would do in subsequent wars in the next century.
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Pickens, Francis Wilkinson

Birth Date: April 7, 1805

Death Date: January 25, 1869

Governor of South Carolina. Francis Wilkinson Pickens was born on April 7, 1805, in St. Paul’s Parish, South Carolina, into a prominent and wealthy family. Educated at Franklin College (University of Georgia) and South Carolina College, he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1829. He was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat (1834–1843), earning a reputation as a fierce defender of states’ rights. From 1844 to 1846, Pickens was a state senator. In 1858 he became U.S. minister to Russia, a post he held until 1860.

At first reluctant to fully support secession, Pickens finally embraced the concept but still harbored thoughts of averting war through compromise. He became governor on December 16, 1860. On December 20, South Carolina became the first state to pass a secession ordinance. Pickens immediately moved to occupy Castle Pinckney in Charleston. At about the same time, Union forces under Major Robert Anderson occupied the strategic Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. During the next several months, Pickens made numerous attempts to remove Union forces from the Charleston fortifications. Indeed, he sent commissioners to Washington to persuade the Union to sell Fort Sumter to the state. When that failed, he made numerous threats and even sent state forces to plead with Anderson directly. In January 1861, Pickens authorized the firing on a Union ship bringing supplies to Fort Sumter.

By early April, the standoff had made Governor Pickens look weak and indecisive. Finally, by the end of the first week in April, he supported the Confederate government’s plan to bombard Fort Sumter, which occurred on April 12, beginning the Civil War. Anderson surrendered on April 14.

Thereafter, Pickens busied himself with raising troops for Confederate service. He also worked closely with Confederate military commanders to ensure adequate protection of coastal areas. When Port Royal and Hilton Head Island fell to Union forces on November 7, 1861, Pickens came under fire for the losses, although there was little he could have done to avert this. The loss prompted the state legislature to convene an executive council ostensibly to help Pickens protect the state, but in reality the council did nothing but obfuscate decision making.

In December 1862, Pickens gladly vacated the governor’s chair when his term ended and returned to his plantation. The war wiped him out financially, however, and he died deep in debt on January 25, 1869, in Edgefield, South Carolina.
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Picket

A guard formation or advance scouting team of infantry. Picket lines were used to guard encampments or bivouacs and to serve as an advance detachment that would be sent ahead of a larger force. Typically, picket guards consisted of 40 privates, 4 corporals, 2 sergeants, and 1 lieutenant. For large formations, one regiment provided one complete picket guard. Picket duty was then rotated among all of the regiments.

Pickets controlled movement into and out of a camp, usually requiring identification and authorization for individuals coming and going. Pickets were also trained to be alert for enemy activity in the vicinity of a camp and were supposed to provide warning of such, usually by way of warning shots or whistles. Advance picket guards had the most dangerous job, as their forward positions well in front of the main force made them susceptible to enemy snipers and vulnerable to capture.
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Pickett, George Edward

Birth Date: January 25, 1825

Death Date: July 30, 1875

Confederate officer. George Edward Pickett was born on January 25, 1825, in Richmond, Virginia. His father was a successful planter and businessman who greatly indulged his son. Pickett entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842, graduating last in the class of 1846.

Pickett served with distinction during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He participated in Major General Winfield Scott’s assault against Veracruz and distinguished himself at the Battle of Churubusco in August 1847, being brevetted first lieutenant. At the Battle of Chapultepec, Pickett replaced the Mexican flag with that of the 8th Infantry, earning a brevet promotion to captain. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1849 and to captain in 1855, he spent most of the prewar period in the West.

With the onset of the Civil War, Pickett cast his lot with his home state of Virginia and the Confederacy, resigning his U.S. Army commission on June 25, 1861, and taking a commission as a colonel in the Confederate Army. In January 14, 1862, Pickett was appointed a brigadier general and assigned to command a brigade under Major General James Longstreet. Pickett earned high praise from Longstreet for his bravery at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862). On June 1, 1862, Pickett’s brigade suffered some 350 casualties in the heavy fighting of the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). Later that month, Pickett was wounded at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862) and was out of action for three months.
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Confederate major general George E. Pickett was a capable divisional commander who led the most famous infantry charge in U.S. history. His defeat at Gettysburg marked the high tide of Confederate fortunes. Pickett blamed General Robert E. Lee for the mistaken decision to attack the center, and strength, of the Union line. (Library of Congress)

On October 10, 1862, Pickett was advanced to major general and given command of a division in the Army of Northern Virginia. He saw only minimal action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) but was destined to play a major role at the Battle of Gettysburg in 1863.

Pickett and his division arrived at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on the evening of July 2. The next morning Army of Northern Virginia commander General Robert E. Lee, over the objections of Longstreet, ordered Pickett to attack the center of the Union line holding the high ground along Cemetery Ridge. On July 3, Pickett’s men and those of three other divisions bravely charged the Union line, but the advance quickly withered under punishing fire. Within 30 minutes, more than half of the approximately 12,500 men who made the charge were casualties.

While some criticized Pickett for not exercising better leadership, Pickett blamed Lee for the defeat at Gettysburg. Considered somewhat of a dandy, Pickett was never the same after that fateful day at Gettysburg. Indeed, his military reputation saw a steady decline. He saw some additional action in North Carolina and Virginia. His division was routed at Five Forks on April 1, 1865, precipitating the fall of Richmond and Petersburg. Lee relieved Pickett of his command just days before the war ended.

Following the war, Pickett engaged in several business ventures, including insurance, that were only marginally successful. He died of a liver ailment in Norfolk, Virginia, on July 30, 1875.
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Pickett Papers

Term used to describe the official diplomatic records of the Confederate States of America, named for John T. Pickett, the attorney who handled the transfer of the records to the U.S. government. As Union forces were closing in on the Confederate capital of Richmond, Confederate secretary of state Judah P. Benjamin charged William J. Brownwell, a State Department clerk, with taking possession of all state papers and removing them to a safe location in Charlotte, North Carolina. On March 28 Brownwell left Richmond with the records, but he never made it to Charlotte. After the Confederate surrender just days later, the clerk decided to keep the papers, hiding them in a barn outside Washington, D.C.

Realizing that the papers he now held were very valuable, Brownwell hired Washington, D.C., attorney Pickett to open negotiations with the federal government so that they might be purchased. Pickett engaged federal officials in several negotiations but did not arrive at an agreement until 1871. That year, the U.S. Congress agreed to appropriate $75,000 for the Confederacy’s state papers. The payment would go through only after the authenticity of the papers had been established. Pickett took the documents to Ontario, Canada, where they were independently evaluated and authenticated.

On July 3, 1872, the so-called Pickett Papers were turned over to federal authorities; it is presumed that Pickett received a percentage of the sale price, perhaps as much as 30 percent. Pickett had advised his client to remain anonymous until the transfer and payments were received; hence, the documents came to be called the Pickett Papers. Many former Confederates were outraged with Brownwell’s actions, believing that he had personally profited—quite handsomely—off of something that had never belonged to him. For that reason, Brownwell fled the United States in 1873. He died in Great Britain two years later.

Securing the Pickett Papers was of immediate importance in determining war claims and reparations. Long term, of course, the price of the papers was incalculable, as they provided a detailed historical record of the workings of the Confederate government.
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Piedmont, Battle of

Event Date: June 5, 1864

Engagement fought in Augusta County, Virginia, at the onset of Major General David Hunter’s Lynchburg Campaign (May 26–June 29, 1864), also known as Hunter’s Raid. As part of his multifaceted offensive to keep Confederate forces under General Robert E. Lee off balance and prevent Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia from receiving reinforcements, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant ordered an advance south in the Shenandoah Valley. However, Major General Franz Sigel met defeat in the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864), and on May 21 Grant replaced him with Major General David Hunter as commander of the Department of West Virginia.

On May 26, Hunter again put Union forces in motion south. His immediate goal was the Confederate railroad and logistics center of Staunton, with his ultimate goal being Lynchburg. Determined to live off the rich Shenandoah Valley farms as much as possible, his forces proceeded to destroy much of what they themselves could not use.

This rapid Union response following the defeat at New Market caught the Confederates by surprise, with most of their forces in the valley having recently been moved east to join the hard-pressed Army of Northern Virginia before Richmond. Only a small cavalry brigade under Brigadier General John D. Imboden and reserves remained to confront Hunter, and they could do little except impose delay.

General Lee called on Brigadier General William E. “Grumble” Jones, commanding the Department of Southwest Virginia and East Tennessee, to move immediately to defend the valley. Jones soon arrived at Mount Crawford with reinforcements. In all, Jones had at his disposal a maximum of 5,600 men.

On June 5, Hunter proceeded south from Port Republic with some 8,500 men toward Mount Meridian. Early that morning at Mount Meridian, his cavalry drove in Imboden’s far weaker force, and the Confederates fell back on the village of Piedmont. Imboden, an area native, had urged Jones to establish his defenses at Mowry’s Hill in more favorable terrain and was therefore surprised to find Jones at Piedmont. Jones, the senior officer, won the argument, and the Confederates made their stand at Piedmont instead.

In the ensuing battle, superior numbers of massed Union guns systematically neutralized most of the Confederate guns. Infantry on the Union right then attacked. When Jones attempted a concentration of troops for a counterattack on his left, a gap opened in the Confederate line. At this point in the battle Jones was killed, and the Confederate line broke up under a Union attack by Colonel Joseph Thoburn’s 2nd Brigade of three regiments. Inexplicably, Confederate cavalry under Brigadier General John C. Vaughn witnessed the Union attack but failed to take advantage by advancing against the now weakened Union left.

The Confederates’ line disintegrated, with most of their losses occurring in the wild retreat. A successful Confederate rearguard action at New Hope allowed the bulk of the Confederates to escape. In all, the Confederates sustained perhaps 1,600 casualties (some 100 killed, 500 killed, and nearly 1,000 taken prisoner). The Confederates also lost some 1,000 small arms, although none of their guns were taken. The Union suffered 863 casualties (killed, wounded, or missing).

The Battle of Piedmont opened the way for Hunter to take the lower part of the valley. His army camped for the night and then the next day, June 6, entered its immediate objective of Staunton, the first Union troops to do so during the war. Reinforced there by Brigadier General George Crook’s command from West Virginia, Hunter destroyed a good bit of Staunton and then proceeded south to Lexington and then on to Lynchburg.
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Pierce, Franklin

Birth Date: November 23, 1804

Death Date: October 8, 1869

President of the United States. Franklin Pierce was born on November 23, 1804, in Hillsborough, New Hampshire. He attended academies in Hancock and Francestown, New Hampshire, then entered preparatory school at Phillips Exeter Academy. He entered Bowdoin College in 1820 and graduated third in his class in 1824. While he aspired to follow his father and serve in the military upon graduation, Pierce chose instead to pursue a career in trial law.

Admitted to the New Hampshire bar, Pierce established a successful practice in Hillsborough in 1827. Elected to the New Hampshire legislature in 1829, he served as Speaker of that body during 1832 and 1833. In 1832 at age 27, Pierce was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat, the youngest elected at the time. In 1837 he became the youngest elected member of the U.S. Senate. He resigned in 1842 and resumed the practice of law.

While serving as a New Hampshire district attorney from 1842 to 1847, Pierce declined the position of U.S. attorney general offered to him by President James K. Polk. In March 1847 during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Pierce received a commission as a brigadier general. He commanded the 1st Brigade of the 3rd Division and took part in Major General Winfield Scott’s Mexico City Campaign. During the Battle of Contreras (August 19, 1847), Pierce damaged his left knee when he fell from his faltering horse.

Recognized by national party leaders as a reputable politician and a war hero, Pierce secured the Democratic presidential nomination and became the youngest president elected to date in 1852, soundly defeating the Whig Party opponent and his old commanding officer, Winfield Scott. Pierce confronted constant turmoil during his single term in the White House. He was regarded as a Northerner with Southern sympathies, and critics claimed that he sought to expand slavery into the western territories acquired from Mexico. During the Pierce administration, the United States obtained Arizona and New Mexico for $10 million through the 1853 Gadsden Purchase. This too raised suspicions in anti-Democratic circles that Pierce was intent on expanding slavery, as did the Ostend Manifesto, which revealed U.S. designs on Cuba and which Pierce was forced to disavow.

Pierce received his most visceral condemnation for supporting passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854, which repealed the Missouri Compromise of 1820 by asserting that the doctrine of popular sovereignty would decide the issue of slavery in new territories. The ultimate result was prolonged open warfare in Kansas that came to be known as Bleeding Kansas. To make matters worse, Pierce supported the government established by proslavery forces in Kansas, even after Congress declared it to be illegitimate. Support for the controversial bill and the renegade Kansas government cost Pierce dearly politically, and he lost the Democratic nomination to James Buchanan in 1856.

Pierce did not escape public criticism when he retired to New Hampshire in 1857, however. Later he charged that the Abraham Lincoln administration had forced the nation into war and that by 1860 Northern actions had left the South no choice but to secede. Pierce won few friends in the North for his views. Suffering from acute alcoholism in his later years, Pierce died from cirrhosis of the liver in Concord, New Hampshire, on October 8, 1869.
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Pierpont, Francis Harrison

Birth Date: January 25, 1814

Death Date: March 24, 1899

Ardent opponent of Virginia’s secession and governor of the Restored Government of Virginia. Francis Harrison Pierpont was born near Morgantown in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia) on January 25, 1814, but was raised in Fairmont. After graduating from Allegheny College, he taught school, studied law, and established a practice at Fairmont in 1842. His legal work for the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad proved to be highly lucrative, and in 1854 he established a coal mine near Fairmont, which made him a very wealthy man. First a Whig and then a Republican, Pierpont strongly opposed Virginia’s secession in April 1861 and was determined to organize a rump government of pro-Unionists in Virginia’s 27 northwestern counties.

The next month at a convention of antisecessionists in Wheeling, Pierpont led the charge for the establishment of a separate Virginia regime that would remain loyal to the Union. The delegates drafted a constitution, named their territory West Virginia, and unanimously elected Pierpont governor of the Restored Government of Virginia. Pierpont successfully raised funds to support the rump regime, mobilized and trained volunteers to defend the territory, and gained official recognition from the federal government. He lobbied Washington to admit West Virginia to the Union as a state, which was realized on June 20, 1863. A new governor was elected, however, and so Pierpont now presided over only areas in Virginia that Union forces controlled: Fairfax County, Loudon County, the town of Alexandria, the Eastern Shore region, and the area around Norfolk.

After the war, Pierpont served as governor of all Virginia until 1868, at which time he was replaced by a military governor. He returned to his law practice in Fairmont, West Virginia, and then served a term in the state legislature beginning in 1870. During 1881, he served briefly as a U.S. internal revenue collector and then helped organize the West Virginia Historical Society. Known as the “Father of West Virginia,” Pierpont died in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on March 24, 1899.
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Pigott, Emmeline Jamison

Birth Date: December 15, 1836

Death Date: May 26, 1919

Confederate spy. Emmeline (Emeline) Jamison Pigott (Piggot, Piggott) was born on December 15, 1836, on a coastal plantation near Morehead City, North Carolina. From 1861 to 1863, she was a nurse for Confederate troops. Her boyfriend, Stokes McRae, died as a result of wounds received during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), and after his death Pigott dedicated herself to aiding the Confederate Army by delivering mail, food, clothing, and medicine to the troops. She also offered food and medicine to Union troops in order to secure access to Union-occupied areas, thereby gathering information on Union troop movements, which she then conveyed to Confederate commanders.

In early 1864 while attempting to deliver mail, clothing, and information to Confederate troops near New Bern, North Carolina, Pigott was captured, questioned, and searched by Union Army officials, who were convinced that she was a spy. Pigott was held in a New Bern jail until her case could be tried. While in prison, Pigott, who listened to the conversations of Union troops, realized that the plans with which she had been caught that she had received from two Union Army informants were false. Irritated at her informants, she invited them to visit her in prison. There she threatened to expose them to Union officials. To prevent being charged with treason, the informants subsequently arranged for Pigott to be released from prison after 33 days of incarceration.

Although never again detained by Union troops, Pigott continued to spy for the Confederacy and deliver mail and other necessities to Confederate troops. She never married and spent the rest of her life on her family’s plantation. Pigott was honorary president of the Morehead City chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy until her death in Morehead City on May 26, 1919.
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Pike, Albert

Birth Date: December 29, 1809

Death Date: April 2, 1891

Confederate officer. Born on December 29, 1809, in Boston, Massachusetts, Albert Pike spent much of his youth in Newburyport, Massachusetts. He was largely self-educated after his grammar school days, as he could not afford to attend Harvard College. From 1824 to 1831, he taught in several different Massachusetts schools. In 1832 he set out for the west.

In 1833 Pike settled in Arkansas and began teaching school in Pope County. He later became a well-regarded attorney, poet, planter, and newspaper publisher. His military service began in 1836, when he assumed command of an artillery company in the Arkansas Militia.

Pike served during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) beginning in 1846 and saw action at the Battle of Buena Vista as a captain of a volunteer Arkansas cavalry company. On July 29, 1847, he engaged in a duel with Colonel John S. Roane of the Arkansas volunteers near Fort Smith, Arkansas. The dispute had arisen over critical comments made by Pike about the Arkansas regiment’s performance and leadership at the Battle of Buena Vista and Roane’s rebuttal that Pike’s men had not participated in the battle. Neither man was wounded in the duel.

Although Pike initially believed that secession would be unwise, he eventually sided with secessionists in Arkansas and served as Confederate commissioner to Indian Territory before joining the Confederate Army as a brigadier general on August 15, 1861. He commanded the Department of Indian Territory chiefly because he had previously negotiated Confederate treaties with Native Americans. He raised and trained three Native American regiments for Confederate service, leading them to northern Arkansas in February 1862. His Civil War service culminated with the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), during which his Native American regiments were routed. Following the battle, there were reports that the troops under Pike’s command had scalped dead or wounded Union soldiers on the battlefield. The stories caused much embarrassment for Pike and received great attention in the Northern press. A few months later Major General Thomas C. Hindman, commander of the Trans-Mississippi District, accused Pike of having mishandled funds and war material. Pike vehemently denied the charges, and the two men engaged in a quite public war of words. Hindman eventually ordered Pike arrested, but Pike fled and took refuge in the Arkansas hill country. His resignation was accepted on November 11, 1862, but he was never court-martialed.

Following the Civil War, Pike resumed his involvement in the legal profession and practiced law in Arkansas and Washington, D.C. He also became a major figure in American Freemasonry. Pike died on April 2, 1891, in Washington, D.C.

NICHOLAS A. KREHBIEL
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Pillow, Gideon Johnson

Birth Date: June 8, 1806

Death Date: October 8, 1878

Confederate officer who, as one of the least successful of Confederate military leaders, came to epitomize the political general in the worst sense of the term. Born on June 8, 1806, in Williamson County, Tennessee, Gideon Johnson Pillow graduated from the University of Nashville in 1827 and practiced law in Columbia, Tennessee. There he became friends with James K. Polk. In 1846, Pillow’s Democratic Party connections won him an appointment from President Polk as brigadier general of volunteers during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). In 1847 Pillow joined U.S. forces in the drive from Veracruz to Mexico City. His performance was distinguished by industry, braggadocio, and military incompetence. Communicating frequently with Polk and quarreling incessantly with his commanding officer, Major General Winfield Scott, Pillow was court-martialed but officially cleared and confirmed as a major general.
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Confederate brigadier general Gideon J. Pillow of Tennessee proved himself a singularly inept military commander during both the Mexican-American War and the Civil War. (Dictionary of American Portraits)

Following Abraham Lincoln’s election as president, Pillow called for a convention of slave states although he said that he opposed outright secession. When Tennessee joined the Confederacy, Pillow, a major general in the Tennessee Militia, was appointed a brigadier general in the Confederate Army, the only Confederate general officer awarded a lesser rank than he had held in the Mexican-American War.

During the summer of 1861, Pillow became an architect of the Confederate heartland defenses. Mesmerized by the importance of the Mississippi River, he neglected the vital Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers. In late July, Pillow led a poorly conceived and wretchedly executed invasion of Missouri. Then in early September, on the orders of Major General Leonidas Polk, Pillow crossed the Mississippi and violated Kentucky’s neutrality in one of the salient Confederate blunders of the war. In Missouri, Pillow led a division against Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant’s Federals in the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861).

Ordered in early February 1862 to Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River, Pillow played an important role in the Confederate surrender. As second-in-command to Brigadier General John B. Floyd, Pillow commanded the Confederate left and abandoned a breakout attempt on February 14 that in all probability would have been successful. When Confederate leaders resolved to surrender Fort Donelson, Floyd relinquished command to Pillow, who in turn passed it to Brigadier General Simon Bolivar Buckner. Pillow then abandoned his men and fled across the Cumberland River to safety.

Pillow’s lamentable performance at Fort Donelson cost him and the Confederacy dearly. Southerners widely denounced Pillow. On March 16, 1862, Jefferson Davis ordered him relieved of command. Pillow tried over the next six months to clear his name and appealed for another combat assignment. These efforts finally succeeded when President Davis posted him to the Army of Tennessee. Pillow reached Major General Braxton Bragg’s headquarters at Murfreesboro on the morning of January 2, 1863, in the midst of the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). Hastily given command of the only available brigade, Pillow appeared for the first time before his soldiers as they were preparing to attack the Union positions. Although the Tennesseans performed heroically, losing in their forlorn charge one-fourth of their number, Pillow’s leadership was once again questioned. Bragg soon found a more congenial place for Pillow by naming him head of the army’s newly created Volunteer and Conscript Bureau. Pillow’s last command with the Confederacy was the thankless task of commissary general of prisoners in early 1865.

Pardoned by President Andrew Johnson after the war, Pillow was hounded by creditors and, bankrupt, died of yellow fever on October 8, 1878, in Helena, Arkansas.

MALCOLM MUIR JR.
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Pilot Knob, Battle of

Event Date: September 27, 1864

The opening engagement of Confederate major general Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864). Price had entered Missouri from Arkansas on September 19, 1864, with some 12,000 men, only a third of whom had firearms. Headed for St. Louis, he soon learned of a Union garrison at Pilot Knob, a railroad terminal in the iron-smelting and coal-mining region in the Missouri Ozarks 86 miles south of St. Louis and the site of Fort Davidson. Deciding that he could not afford such a threat in his rear, on September 26 Price sent cavalry under Brigadier General Joseph Shelby to prevent Union reinforcement from Major General Andrew J. Smith’s 8,000 Union troops near St. Louis, while Price moved against Pilot Knob.

On September 24 the commander of the Union Department of the Missouri, Major General William Rosecrans, dispatched St. Louis District commander Brigadier General Thomas Ewing and 900 men from the 14th Iowa on a reconnaissance to Pilot Knob. After a clash with Price’s troops on September 26, Ewing took up position at Fort Davidson. He had only some 1,000 men, while Price had some 9,000.

Price planned to take the fort with artillery on September 27 but refrained upon learning of civilian hostages there. Instead, he called for a Union surrender. Ewing, with artillery of his own and an excellent field of fire, refused. Price’s three poorly coordinated direct assaults on the fort that day were turned back with horrific losses; the Confederates suffered as many as 1,200 casualties to only some 100 for the Union force. Price planned another attack at dawn, but Ewing, who was short of ammunition and would not have been able to withstand another assault, had evacuated during the night, passing between two Confederate camps. Price sent Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke after Ewing, but the Confederates soon halted the pursuit.

Price’s delay at Pilot Knob enabled Union forces to reinforce St. Louis and ended any possibility of Price taking it. On September 29 Price left Pilot Knob, hoping to take the Missouri capital of Jefferson City, but it was too heavily fortified to assault.
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Pinkerton, Allan

Birth Date: August 25, 1819

Death Date: July 1, 1884

Detective and unsuccessful Union spy during the Civil War. Allan Pinkerton was born in Glasgow, Scotland, on August 25, 1819, and immigrated to the United States in 1842. He settled in Dundee, Illinois, and worked for a time as a barrel maker. While gathering wood one day, he discovered a counterfeiting operation and took it upon himself to arrange a citizens’ arrest, taking numerous men into custody with the help of neighbors. This began Pinkerton’s career in law enforcement and detective work.

In 1846 Pinkerton became deputy sheriff of Kane County, Illinois, and soon held the same post in Cook County. He was designated Chicago’s first official detective in 1850, and the same year he established his own private detective and security company, the Pinkerton National Detective Agency. Pinkerton had a knack for detective work, but he was also brash, pretentious, and sometimes histrionic, which did not endear him to many people.

Pinkerton provided services to numerous national firms, including several railroads, so by the eve of the Civil War, he had staked out a national reputation. Early in 1861, he discovered an assassination plot against President-elect Abraham Lincoln and provided a security detail for him as the new president traveled to Washington in March 1861. This work provided the genesis for the Federal Secret Service Agency, which Pinkerton helped organize for a short time. Lincoln would not, however, allow Pinkerton’s firm to perform secret service work for him, so Pinkerton offered his services to Union major general George B. McClellan. McClellan charged Pinkerton with gauging public opinion and performing intelligence work, including estimations of Confederate troop strength and movements. It soon became evident, however, that neither Pinkerton nor his men could be relied upon for accurate intelligence.

During McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Pinkerton’s shortcomings were manifest. Instead of utilizing firsthand observations of enemy positions, Pinkerton and his men tended to rely more on the observations of rattled civilians and desperate runaway slaves, which provided for much misinformation. During much of the campaign, Pinkerton’s reports to McClellan consistently overestimated Confederate troop strength—sometimes by as much as a third or a half. This only reinforced McClellan’s overly cautious tendencies. The Peninsula Campaign ended in abject failure, and Pinkerton’s faulty intelligence certainly played a role in that failure. When Lincoln relieved McClellan from command after the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Pinkerton lost his major patron, and his reputation as a spy had been hopelessly compromised. He performed no additional work for the military and returned to Chicago.

[image: image]

Allan Pinkerton at Antietam, Maryland, in September 1862. Head of a detective agency before the war, Pinkerton offered his services to the Union and provided intelligence to Major General George B. McClellan. Pinkerton’s incorrect assessments of Confederate strength in the Peninsula Campaign only reinforced that general’s innate caution. (Library of Congress)

Nevertheless, Pinkerton’s company thrived, and he expanded it with offices throughout the East. He remained the nation’s most celebrated detective and penned several books about his exploits, which were quite popular when they were published. As the century progressed, Pinkerton’s agency became famous—or perhaps infamous—for its work in breaking labor strikes and intimidating unions. Pinkerton died in Chicago on July 1, 1884.
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Pioneers

Advanced guard infantrymen responsible for facilitating the movement of Civil War armies. Sporting crossed-axes insignia on their sleeves, pioneers paved the way for line infantry. Although they were provided weapons, pioneers relied mostly on spades, axes, mattocks, saws, billhooks, and pickaxes in order to build roads and construct bridges or breastworks along an army’s marching route. During sieges, pioneers erected fieldworks, dug approaches, and constructed parallels designed to protect work parties. In addition, they built gabions, fascines, and sap rollers intended to shield friendly forces. Meanwhile, they constructed obstacles such as chevaux-de-frise and wire entanglements.

Pioneer duty often proved dangerous. Pioneers frequently spearheaded assaults and were among the first to enter the fray of combat. For example, on June 25, 1863, during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), Union captains Andrew Hickenlooper and Stewart Tresilian led a 10-man pioneer force into a crater that had resulted from the mine detonated under the 3rd Louisiana Redan. While Union soldiers waited in the cover of the approach trench, Hickenlooper, Tresilian, and the pioneers rushed forward after the explosion in order to remove any debris that might impede the infantrymen’s advance. Nevertheless, the attacking infantry became trapped in the crater, forcing the pioneers to respond. They temporarily retreated to the rear and seized prefabricated head logs with loopholes that might provide those trapped in the depression with additional cover. Unfortunately, Confederate artillery fire destroyed the logs, showering the ensnared soldiers with splinters. Although the Union troops failed to breach the Confederate defenses, the pioneers displayed unsurpassed courage and ingenuity.

Throughout the war, pioneers were few in number. For example, in the Union armies, the pioneer corps at the divisional level consisted of only 100 to 150 men. As a result, commanders often forced line infantrymen to work alongside the pioneers, assisting them in the accomplishment of their assignments.
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Pittsburg Landing, Battle of
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Pleasant Hill, Battle of

Event Date: April 9, 1864

Last significant engagement of Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks’s Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Pleasant Hill is located in Sabine Parish in northwestern Louisiana, not far from the Texas border. On April 8, 1864, Confederate major general Richard Taylor confronted and defeated Union forces under Banks at the Battle of Mansfield (Sabine Cross Roads) in Louisiana. That night Banks withdrew roughly 15 miles south to the village of Pleasant Hill. Taylor followed and attacked Banks’s force on the morning of April 9.

Taylor had his men in place on the afternoon of April 9, and at 5:00 p.m. he sent forward Major General Thomas J. Churchill’s division on the Confederate right. It smashed and drove back the Union left flank brigade under Colonel Lewis Benedict. Benedict was killed in the encounter, and the Union flank was all but destroyed. Churchill’s men then began pushing back Banks’s center, inflicting heavy casualties. Union reserves then came forward and assaulted Churchill’s right flank, throwing it back in turn.

Meanwhile, on the Union right, Colonel William M. Dwight’s brigade held fast against attacking Confederate divisions under Major General John George Walker and Brigadier General Hamilton P. Bee. In these attacks the Confederates suffered heavy casualties, particularly in Walker’s Texas Division.

Churchill’s brigades under Colonel Mosby M. Parsons and Brigadier General James C. Tappan threatened the center of Banks’s line until Colonel James W. McMillan’s Union brigade launched a savage counterattack that enveloped Parsons’s brigade and sent it reeling back. Taylor then ordered Brigadier General Camille Polignac’s reserve brigade forward, but it did not arrive in time, and Taylor opted to withdraw. Polignac’s men covered the Confederate retreat, which ended the battle. What began as a seeming Confederate victory ended in a severe setback for the Confederates.

That evening, Banks continued his retreat toward Grand Ecore near Natchitoches, Louisiana, where all of the Union forces concentrated and entrenched. Meanwhile, Taylor left a cavalry screen and marched north with his infantry toward Arkansas. Casualties in the Battle of Pleasant Hill numbered 1,369 Union soldiers killed, wounded, or captured out of 12,247 men engaged, while the Confederates lost 1,500 out of 14,300 men engaged. Pleasant Hill was one of the most important engagements in the Trans-Mississippi theater because it helped blunt the Red River Campaign and preserve western Louisiana and Texas for the Confederacy. At the same time, this Confederate tactical defeat prevented Taylor from completely crushing Banks’s force.

JOHN R. LUNDBERG
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Pleasants, Henry

Birth Date: February 17, 1833

Death Date: April 1, 1880

Union officer. The son of a wealthy Philadelphia merchant, Henry Pleasants was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on February 17, 1833. After his father’s death in 1846, Pleasants was sent to Philadelphia to be raised by his uncle. Graduating from Central High School in 1851, Pleasants worked as an engineer for the Pennsylvania Railroad until he moved to Pottsville, Pennsylvania, where he became a successful deep-mining engineer in the Schuylkill County coalfields.

After serving in the three-month 6th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry in 1861, Pleasants became a captain in the 48th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. After service on the North Carolina coast, the regiment was attached to IX Corps for the rest of the Civil War. Pleasants took part in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of Chantilly (September 1), the Battle of South Mountain (September 14), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17). On September 20, 1862, he was promoted to lieutenant colonel of the 48th Pennsylvania. Pleasants participated in the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863) and then in several battles in Virginia in 1864.

During the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), Pleasants, on the suggestion of some of his coal miner soldiers, suggested and received permission to dig a tunnel under the Confederate lines and explode a mine. Once completed, the 511-foot-long tunnel was packed with four tons of black powder. The mine was triggered on July 30, 1864, and blew a hole in the trenches, but IX Corps’ attack during the Battle of the Crater was badly managed and was defeated. Although Pleasants’s men had no role in the actual attack, a bitter Pleasants blamed army headquarters for not sufficiently supporting his men during the mine’s construction. Angry over the fiasco, Pleasants asked to be discharged, which took place on December 21, 1864. He was brevetted brigadier general on March 13, 1865.

After the war, Pleasants was chief engineer of the Philadelphia & Reading Coal and Iron Company. He died in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, on April 1, 1880.
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Pleasonton, Alfred

Birth Date: July 7, 1824

Death Date: February 17, 1897

Union officer. Alfred Pleasonton was born on July 7, 1824, in Washington, D.C. After attending local schools, he received an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, from which he graduated in 1844. He served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a second lieutenant, earning a brevet. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1849 and to captain in 1855, Pleasonton campaigned with the 2nd U.S. Dragoons (later the 2nd Cavalry) in Florida against the Seminoles as well as in Kansas, the Dakota Territory, and Utah.

When the Civil War began, the 2nd Cavalry moved east to Washington, D.C., where Pleasonton was promoted to major in February 1862. He served with the Army of the Potomac in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on July 18. Pleasonton commanded the Cavalry Division of the Army of the Potomac during the Maryland Campaign, which culminated in the Battle of Antietam (September 17). When Major General J. E. B. Stuart’s Confederate cavalry raided into Pennsylvania in October 1862, Pleasonton was unsuccessful in blocking its return across the Potomac River into Virginia.
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Union Army major general Alfred Pleasonton commanded the Cavalry Corps of the Army of the Potomac during 1863–1864. He is shown here in Warrenton, Virginia, in September 1863. (Library of Congress)

Pleasonton continued to lead a cavalry division and saw action in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). On June 7, 1863, commander of the Army of the Potomac Major General Joseph Hooker placed Pleasonton in command of the Cavalry Corps, with promotion to major general on June 22. On Pleasonton’s watch, the Union cavalry finally gained the upper hand on Stuart. Pleasonton led the corps in the cavalry engagement at Brandy Station (June 9, 1863) and supervised his widely scattered divisions during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). His men then fought in the Second Battle of Bristoe Station (October 14, 1863) and in the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863).

In early March 1864, Pleasonton testified against Major General George G. Meade during congressional hearings concerning the Battle of Gettysburg. As a result, when Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant suggested placing Major General Philip Sheridan in command of the Cavalry Corps, Meade did not object, and Pleasonton was relieved from corps command on March 25.

Transferred to the Department of the Missouri, Pleasonton commanded the District of Central Missouri. When Major General Sterling Price’s Confederate army invaded Missouri that autumn, Pleasonton successfully defended the state capital at Jefferson City. He then organized a cavalry division and led his troops aggressively at the Battle of Westport (October 23, 1864) and during the pursuit at Mine Creek, Kansas, on October 25. Pleasonton remained in Missouri until war’s end.

In July 1865, Pleasonton was sent to command the Department of Wisconsin. He remained in the regular army after the war but, unhappy over reverting to the regular army rank of cavalry major, resigned in 1868. He spent the remainder of his life in a variety of jobs, including that of internal revenue collector. In 1888 he was retroactively placed on the army retirement list as a major. Pleasonton died in Washington, D.C., on February 17, 1897.

RICHARD A. SAUERS
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Plum Point Bend, Battle of

Event Date: May 10, 1862

Naval engagement on the Mississippi. The Battle of Plum Point Bend above Fort Pillow was the war’s first real engagement between naval squadrons. Commodore Charles H. Davis, the Union commander in the battle who had taken command only the day before, characterized it as “a smart affair.”

In May 1862 the Union flotilla lay above Fort Pillow, unable to pass by that place and employing long-range mortar fire to try to shell the fort into submission. An attempt to take Fort Pillow had been stymied when commander of the Department of the Missouri Major General Henry Halleck decided to remove the great bulk of Union army troops for his own campaign against Corinth. Confederate deserters had warned that the River Defense Fleet would attempt to engage the Union squadron upriver, and a Confederate sortie on the May 8 should have served as confirmation of this.


Since mid-April, the Union flotilla had followed the same routine. Daily a gunboat would tow one or more mortar boats to just above Craigshead Point, then guard the mortar boats as they lobbed 13-inch shells across the point toward Fort Pillow. On May 20 at 6:00 a.m., Union mortar boat No. 16 with a crew of 14 men commanded by Second Master Thomas B. Gregory was in position along with its covering gunboat, Lieutenant Rodger Stembel’s Cincinnati, the crew of which was nonchalantly going through their usual morning routine.

The Union mortar boat had just fired its fifth shell when shortly after 7:00 a.m., eight Confederate gunboats suddenly appeared around Craigshead Point. These were the Little Rebel (flagship), General Bragg, General Sterling Price, General Van Dorn, General Sumter, General Thompson, General Beauregard, and Colonel Lovell. Confederate senior captain James Montgomery hoped to cut out or destroy the mortar boat and/or its covering gunboat, separated from the remainder of the Union flotilla.

The Confederate steamers made straight for the Cincinnati as its crew desperately struggled to get under way. Although the General Bragg took a broadside at only 50 yards from the Cincinnati, it continued on and crashed into the Union gunboat. Stembel swung the bow so that the impact was at an angle, but it still tore a large hole in the Cincinnati’s starboard quarter, flooding its magazine. As the General Bragg wrenched free, another Union broadside tore into the Confederate ship, putting it hors de combat. The General Bragg then drifted downstream out of action.

Both the General Sterling Price and the General Sumter also then rammed the Cincinnati, which soon was sinking rapidly as Confederate sharpshooters began to pick off members of its crew, among them Commander Stembel, who had recklessly exposed himself on deck and now fell badly wounded. Nonetheless, the crew of the Cincinnati managed, with the aid of two Union tugs that appeared, to get the gunboat to the shore, where it sank in 12 feet of water. The crew then watched the rest of the action from its upper deck.

The rest of the Union ships finally got up steam and proceeded downriver. The Mound City and the Carondelet were in the lead, followed by the Benton and the Pittsburg. The other Union gunboats did not arrive in time to take part in the battle.

As the Confederate ram Van Dorn moved to engage the Mound City, it sent two 32-pounder shots as well as several volleys of musket fire into mortar boat No. 16. The larger shot passed completely through the unarmored mortar boat, and it was a miracle that no one aboard was injured. The crewmen had lowered the mortar’s elevation and, by firing with reduced charges and dangerously short fuses, managed to burst shells over the Confederate warships. Even after No. 16 was hit, Gregory’s men continued to fire. They expended 52 shells that day, including those fired before the battle.

The Van Dorn rammed the Mound City, tearing away part of the Union gunboat’s bow and causing it to rapidly take on water. Commander Augustus H. Kilty managed to get off a punishing broadside before he grounded the Mound City to prevent it from sinking. It had only one man wounded.

The arrival of the more powerful Union ships now tipped the balance decidedly in favor of the Union, and Montgomery soon signaled a retirement. As the Confederate vessels fled downriver, a shell from the Carondelet smashed into the General Sumter’s boilers, releasing a great cloud of steam. Rifled rounds from the Union flagship Benton also shattered the boilers of first the Colonel Levell and then the Van Dorn, disabling both.

During the hour-long battle, the Union side suffered only 4 wounded, 1 mortally; deserters later reported up to 108 Confederate dead. But apart from the heavy personnel losses, the South had achieved a tactical victory. Its small flotilla had temporarily disabled two of the much more powerful Union ironclads. Refloated, they were moved to Mound City for repairs.
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Plymouth, Battle of

Start Date: April 17, 1864

End Date: April 20, 1864

Confederate operation to protect vital supply and communication lines. Plymouth, North Carolina, located on the south bank of the Roanoke River near its mouth, had been an important supply depot for Union forces in eastern North Carolina since its capture from the Confederates in 1862. Union brigadier general Henry W. Wessells commanded the Plymouth garrison of nearly 3,000 men. The defenders had erected a series of strong points and forts that controlled the land approaches. Plymouth was most vulnerable from the east, but several fortifications also defended it from this direction, and the area’s low marshy terrain would render a ground attack here difficult. U.S. Navy lieutenant commander Charles W. Flusser had charge of the river defenses. He had four warships and a transport, the two strongest being the gunboats Miami and Smithfield. Concerned about the possible appearance of the Confederate ironclad Albemarle, Flusser had ordered the wooden-hulled Miami and Smithfield lashed together for combined firepower.

Plymouth provided a jumping-off position for Union assaults against the key Wilmington & Weldon Railroad, vital in supplying Richmond. In early 1864, Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee dispatched Brigadier General Robert F. Hoke from Virginia to capture the Union positions along the North Carolina coast. Hoke had a rigid timetable, as Union forces were preparing to invade Virginia, and the 7,000 Confederates in the operation would soon be required to move northward. Despite his sizable numerical advantage, Hoke believed that victory would depend on naval support. In response to his appeals, Confederate authorities authorized naval support in the form of the ironclad Albemarle, then nearing completion up the Roanoke.

Assured of support from the Albemarle, Hoke invested Plymouth from the land side at 4:00 p.m. on April 17, 1864, and opened artillery fire against Union Fort Gray, followed by an unsuccessful infantry assault the next morning. Fighting continued throughout April 18, with the Confederates meeting stiff resistance from the heavily outnumbered but well-entrenched defenders and also taking a heavy pounding from the heavy guns of the Union gunboats. The attackers did capture Fort Wessells, which provided an excellent position for Confederate artillery, and Confederate fire caused the transport Bombshell to sink at the wharf. Still, Hoke knew that success in the battle rested on the arrival of the Albemarle.

Mechanical problems had delayed the passage of the Confederate ironclad. Captained by Commander James W. Cooke, the Albemarle finally issued from the Roanoke River at 3:30 a.m. on April 19. In the ensuing Battle of Albemarle Sound, the Albemarle rammed and was able to sink the Smithfield. Flusser was the sole Union fatality in the naval engagement, although 11 other Union personnel were wounded, and 8 were captured. Only 1 Confederate was killed. The three other Union warships escaped.

Most of the land fighting on April 19 consisted of artillery fire, but with the Albemarle now controlling the water approaches to Plymouth and with it and an accompanying steamer, the Cotton Plant, shelling the Union troops ashore, Wessells surrendered at 10:00 a.m. on April 20. The Confederates took as many as 2,800 prisoners, 28 pieces of artillery, 500 horses, and considerable quantities of small arms and supplies. Confederate losses were 163 killed and 534 wounded. The threat to the Wilmington & Weldon Railroad had been removed, and Plymouth could now serve as a base from which the Albemarle might drive Union warships from Albemarle and Pimlico Sounds.

The fall of Plymouth led the Federals to abandon Washington, North Carolina, on August 27, although not before they had thoroughly sacked it.
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Poe, Orlando Metcalfe

Birth Date: March 7, 1832

Death Date: October 2, 1895

Union officer. Orlando Metcalfe Poe was born on March 7, 1832, in Navarre, Ohio. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1856 and was commissioned in the topographical engineers, whereupon he engaged in coastal surveys of the Great Lakes, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1860.

When the Civil War began, Poe helped organize Ohio volunteer units and served as chief topographical engineer for the Department of Ohio. He then joined the staff of Department of the Ohio commander Major General George B. McClellan and participated in the Battle of Rich Mountain (July 11, 1861). Poe then worked on the defenses of Washington, D.C.

In September 1861, Poe was appointed colonel of the 2nd Michigan Infantry. He participated in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Given charge of a brigade in III Corps, he saw action at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) in the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20). Poe was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers in November 1862, but the appointment expired for lack of confirmation in March 1863. He had charge of a brigade in IX Corps during the debacle at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). When his volunteer commission expired, Poe reverted to his regular army grade of captain.

Poe was then appointed chief engineer of XXIII Corps and brevetted major for building effective defensive works at Knoxville, Tennessee. In December 1863 he was assigned duty with the Military Division of the Mississippi, becoming chief engineer in April 1864. His close association with Major General William T. Sherman was demonstrated throughout the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2), during which Poe provided invaluable assistance to the commander. Poe also served effectively during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November–December) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Among Poe’s responsibilities were supervising the destruction of industrial facilities, wrecking railroad lines, coordinating pontoon bridge units, and producing topographic maps. Sherman recognized Poe’s talents with brevet promotions through brigadier general in the regular army in March 1865.

With the end of the war Poe returned to army engineering programs, with promotion to major in 1867, and in 1870 he became engineer for lighthouses on the Great Lakes. In January 1873 he was appointed aide to General Sherman, with the staff rank of colonel, a position Poe held until Sherman’s retirement. From 1884 Poe served as superintending engineer for the construction of the shipping locks between Lakes Superior and Huron at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. During construction of the locks he injured his leg and subsequently died from an infection on October 2, 1895, in Detroit.
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Point Lookout Prison, Maryland

Union prison facility. Point Lookout, located where the Potomac flows into Chesapeake Bay, featured a high fence enclosing a cluster of tents. This greatly reduced construction costs. Designed to hold 10,000 men, Point Lookout Prison (officially named Camp Hoffman) became the most populated Union prison during its 22-month existence because of its close proximity to the eastern battlefields, especially after the collapse of the prisoner exchange cartel in 1863, when prisoner-of-war numbers rose dramatically. The prison opened in August 1863 with 1,700 detainees; that number increased to 9,000 by December, 15,500 by the middle of 1864, and some 22,000 by April 1865. All the prisoners were released by June 1865.

The prison was both the largest and in some ways the worst Union camp. Located on a 40-acre sandy, barren peninsula, it was just five feet above sea level. There were chronic freshwater shortages and frequent flooding. Food rations were meager and of abysmal quality.

Point Lookout Prison was divided into two sections—30 acres for troops and 10 acres for officers, all enclosed by a 15-foot fence with a sentry gallery along the top. The officers’ area contained one 160- by 20-foot building, with a kitchen at one end as a cookhouse. The soldiers’ area contained eight similar buildings. Each mess had four long tables down the center and cauldrons for cooking. The living quarters consisted of tents of various size and quality, which provided only minimal shelter. Many prisoners suffered from the cold during the winter months.

The winter of 1863–1864 was especially bitter and brought hardship for the prisoners, who had insufficient clothing, little or no heat in their tents, and only one blanket for several men. Between November 1863 and February 1864, 540 prisoners died from exposure, lack of food, chronic diarrhea, scurvy, typhoid, or smallpox. A total of 3,584 men died at Point Lookout of the 52,264 prisoners held there.
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Poison Spring, Battle of

Event Date: April 18, 1864

Engagement in Arkansas that occurred during the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864), part of the larger Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22). On March 23 Union major general Frederick Steele departed Little Rock, Arkansas, with 8,500 men, headed to Camden to resupply and then on to Shreveport, Louisiana, where he was expected to join forces with Major General Nathaniel P. Banks and Rear Admiral David D. Porter in taking that city and then proceed into Texas. Skirmishes along the way with Confederate forces badly weakened Steele’s forces and depleted his supplies. He reached Camden on April 15 but found few supplies there.

On April 17 Steele dispatched Colonel James M. Williams with a foraging party of 695 men, 438 of whom were from the 1st Kansas Colored Regiment, recruited from fugitive slaves from Arkansas and Missouri who had fled to Kansas in 1861 and 1862, along with two field guns and 198 wagons. They traveled approximately 20 miles to a place called Lee’s Plantation, where they loaded corn that the Confederates had stored there, then headed back to Camden. On the morning of April 18 some four miles from the main Union encampment, Williams’s force was reinforced by some 500 men and two guns, bringing his total manpower to about 1,200. Shortly thereafter at around 10:45 a.m., a Confederate force of 3,335 men under Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke and Major General Samuel B. Maxey ambushed the Union force. The Confederates caught the train in a cross fire of artillery and charged it from the front. Williams’s men stood firm for nearly 45 minutes while they tried to protect his supply wagons, but the Union troops eventually broke and fled toward Camden. Union losses included four artillery pieces, all the wagons and supplies, and 301 dead or wounded. Of the dead, 117 came from the ranks of the 1st Kansas Colored Regiment. Williams later accused the Confederates of murdering wounded black soldiers and charged pro-Southern Choctaws with scalping Union dead. The Confederates vigorously denied the charges. Confederate losses were 114 dead, wounded, or missing.

DEBRA J. SHEFFER

See also

Camden Expedition; Marmaduke, John Sappington; Maxey, Samuel Bell; Red River Campaign; Steele, Frederick

Further Reading

Castel, Albert. General Sterling Price and the Civil War in the West. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1968.

Hattaway, Herman, and Archer Jones. How the North Won: A Military History of the Civil War. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1991.

Josephy, Alvin M. Jr. The Civil War in the American West. New York: Vintage Books, 1991.

_______________________

Polignac, Camille Armand Jules Marie, Prince de

Birth Date: February 16, 1832

Death Date: November 15, 1913

Confederate officer. Camille Armand Jules Marie, Prince de Polignac, was born in Millemont in the department of Seine-et-Oise, France, into a prominent noble family on February 16, 1832. His father, Jules, Prince de Polignac, had served as premier for King Charles X of France. His mother, Mary Charlotte Parkyns, was an English aristocrat. The younger Polignac was educated at St. Stanislaus College, where he graduated with honors in mathematics in 1852. In 1853 he enlisted as a private in the French Army, having failed the entrance exam for admission to the military academy, the École Spéciale Militaire de Saint Cyr.

Polignac earned distinction during fighting in the Crimean War (1853–1856) and was promoted to second lieutenant shortly thereafter. Polignac found peacetime duty tiresome, however, and was discharged upon his request in 1859. He then left France for Nicaragua and Costa Rica, where he studied natural history and political economy while also engaging himself as a military engineer.

From Central America, Polignac made his way to New York. While in New York City he met a number of prominent Southerners including P. G. T. Beauregard, with whom Polignac sympathized as the U.S. sectional crisis deepened. Polignac returned to Central America but offered his services to the Confederacy on the beginning of the Civil War.

Polignac received a Confederate Army commission as a lieutenant colonel of infantry. He served on the staff of General Beauregard and was present with him at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and the Union advance on and siege of Corinth (May 3–30). When Confederate president Jefferson Davis replaced Beauregard with General Braxton Bragg, Polignac was one of the few staff officers whom Bragg saw fit to retain. Under Bragg, Polignac took part in the Confederate offensive into Tennessee and Kentucky and began to receive battlefield commands.

In 1863 Polignac was advanced to brigadier general and transferred to the Trans-Mississippi Department under the command of Lieutenant General Edmund Kirby Smith. Polignac led a Texas brigade under the overall command of Major General Richard Taylor in the Battle of Mansfield (April 8, 1864) in De Soto Parish, Louisiana. The battle was the first major confrontation of the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) and ended in a Confederate victory. During the fight, Polignac assumed command of a division after the death of Brigadier General Alfred Mouton and was advanced to major general on June 14, 1864.

As the Confederacy teetered on the verge of collapse in March 1865, Polignac was dispatched to France to request aid from Emperor Napoleon III. By the time Polignac arrived in France, the war had already ended. Rather than return to the United States, he decided to stay in France and manage his family’s estates while advancing his interests in Central America. He also wrote a number of articles about the Civil War. Polignac returned to the French Army as a général de division (major general) during the Franco-Prussian War (1870–1871).

Polignac died in Paris on November 15, 1913. He held the distinction of being the last Confederate major general to die.
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Political Cartoons

Common form of political propaganda during the Civil War era. Opinion makers from across the political spectrum utilized cartoons as a way to reach the public in ways beyond written editorials and other media. Belying the serious nature of their topics, cartoons often relied heavily on caricatures of famous people and puns to provide pointed, and occasionally witty, commentary. Commonly depicted individuals during the war included U.S. president Abraham Lincoln, Confederate president Jefferson Davis, and various Union and Confederate military leaders. The cartoonists’ rendition usually exaggerated well-known aspects of their subjects’ physical features, backgrounds, and personalities. Also popular were national figureheads such as Columbia and Uncle Sam depicting the U.S. government and John Bull depicting Great Britain.

Although relatively widespread, the lithographic techniques used to produce most cartoons of the period limited the number of available publishers. Magazines and other illustrated weeklies, especially New York–based publications such as Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper and Harper’s Weekly, produced most of the more famous cartoons. When the war broke out in 1861 and circulation of Northern journals ceased in the seceded Southern states, crude imitators such as Southern Punch and the Southern Illustrated News attempted to fill the void. A relative lack of material resources and appropriate supplies and technology contributed to the relative inferiority of Southern cartooning.
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As this 1863 political cartoon from Harper’s Weekly illustrates, the Civil War divided more than North and South. Northern “Peace Democrats,” called Copperheads by their opponents, displayed a more sympathetic attitude toward the South after secession than did the Republicans. (Library of Congress)

Some of the more notable cartoonists during the Civil War were Nathaniel Currier and James Ives, Henry Stephens, Frank Beard, Matt Morgan, and Arthur Lumley. The famous Gilded Age cartoonist Thomas Nast also rose to prominence during the war, joining Harper’s Weekly in 1862. While most cartoons regarding the Civil War came from Northern and Southern papers, foreign cartoons, particularly from British publications such as the London Punch, with its well-known artist Sir John Tenniel, were also widely circulated.
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Polk, Leonidas

Birth Date: April 10, 1806

Death Date: June 14, 1864

Confederate officer. Leonidas Polk was born on April 10, 1806, in Raleigh, North Carolina, into a socially, politically, and militarily prestigious family. Polk’s third cousin, James K. Polk, was president of the United States. Leonidas Polk attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. His roommate was Albert Sidney Johnston, and Polk also knew cadets Jefferson Davis and Robert E. Lee. Six months following his graduation in 1827, Polk resigned his commission as a second lieutenant to enter the Virginia Theological Seminary.

Following his ordination and because of his social position and family name, Polk rose quickly in the Episcopal Church, becoming missionary bishop to the Southwest in 1837. In 1841 he was named bishop of Louisiana. Polk played a key role in the establishment of the Episcopal University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee. With the seccession of the Deep South, Polk was instrumental in the Louisiana Convention leaving the Episcopal Church of the United States. In June 1861 Polk secured from President Jefferson Davis a major general’s commission, despite the fact that Polk had never held a command and had been out of the army for more than 30 years. Polk proved to be an extraordinarily poor choice.
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An Episcopal bishop and Confederate lieutenant general, Leonidas Polk was an incompetent senior commander in the Western Theater. His seizure of Columbus, Kentucky, in 1861, was a disaster for the South because it opened the way to Union control of that proclaimed neutral state. (Library of Congress)

Many Northern newspapers ran stories expressing outrage that a man of the cloth would be engaging in active warfare, but Polk never had any difficulty combining his religious beliefs with a willingness to fight. Indeed, he relished his title “the Fighting Bishop.”

Davis assigned Polk command of Department No. 2, charged with defense of the upper Mississippi River. In one of the worst decisions of the war, in September 1861 Polk led Confederate forces into the state of Kentucky, seizing Columbus on the Mississippi River, which he fortified. President Abraham Lincoln had promised that the Union would honor Kentucky’s neutrality if it remained peaceful, but this move gave Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant the excuse to take Paducah. Polk had rendered much more difficult the Confederate defense of Tennessee.

In September 1861 Polk’s former West Point roommate, General Albert Sidney Johnston, took over command of the department. Polk continued as his subordinate. Polk’s forces battled those led by Grant at Belmont, Missouri, on November 7, 1861. Polk commanded a corps in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). He also led a corps under General Braxton Bragg in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). Polk was promoted to lieutenant general shortly thereafter, with date of rank from October 10, 1862.

Numerous accounts attest to Polk’s personal courage, but having been used to almost complete autonomy as a bishop, he found it difficult to take orders. This characteristic became more pronounced when Polk was placed under the authority of the tempestuous and imperious Bragg. Indeed, Polk became a key figure in a campaign imploring President Davis to replace Bragg as commander of the Army of Tennessee. This internecine warfare proved devastating to the morale of the army. Relations between Polk and Bragg, strained in the Kentucky fighting, became worse as a consequence of the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) in Tennessee and then exploded following the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) in Georgia, when Bragg sought to bring Polk before a court-martial for his failure to attack when ordered.

Davis intervened, transferring Polk to command the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. There Polk failed to halt Major General William T. Sherman’s advance from Vicksburg to Meridian, Mississippi. In May 1864 Polk and his Army of Mississippi, now designated a corps, reinforced General Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee at the start of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). On June 14 at Pine Mountain, Georgia, not far from Marietta, Polk was reconnoitering Union lines when he was hit by a cannon ball and instantly killed.
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Polk, Lucius Eugene

Birth Date: July 10, 1833

Death Date: December 1, 1892

Confederate officer. Lucius Eugene Polk was born on July 10, 1833, in Salisbury, North Carolina, to a well-to-do family and was the nephew of future Confederate general Leonidas Polk. Lucius Polk moved at age two with his family to Columbia, Tennessee. He attended the University of Virginia during 1850–1851 but soon thereafter relocated to Arkansas, where he purchased a plantation near Helena.

In 1861 Polk enlisted as a private in an infantry company known as the Yell Rifles, commanded by future Confederate general Patrick E. Cleburne. The unit was attached to the 15th Arkansas Infantry Regiment, in which Polk soon was a second lieutenant. The 15th Arkansas was still under Cleburne’s command and saw action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where Polk was wounded. Upon his return to duty some weeks later, he was promoted to colonel and given command of the 15th Arkansas.

Polk performed well, leading his men at the Battles of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862) and Perryville (October 8, 1862) in Kentucky. On December 13, 1862, Polk was advanced to brigadier general and given command of a brigade in Major General Carter L. Stevenson’s division. Polk saw much action throughout late 1862 and during 1863. He performed admirably at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), and at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) he led an unsupported charge against stout Union breastworks. Polk was also present for the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863), where his brigade repulsed numerous Union advances, and performed effectively during the significant rearguard action at the Battle of Ringgold Gap (November 27, 1863).

Polk next led a brigade under Cleburne during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) but was grievously wounded at the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain (June 27, 1864). Unable to retain his command, he returned to his family’s plantation in Tennessee, where he remained until war’s end. He oversaw the plantation thereafter and served a term in the Tennessee Senate, beginning in 1887. Polk died in Columbia, Tennessee, on December 1, 1892.
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Pollard, Edward Alfred

Birth Date: February 27, 1832

Death Date: December 16, 1872

Writer, journalist, and historian. Edward Alfred Pollard was born on February 27, 1832, in Nelson County, Virginia. He graduated from Hampden-Sydney College in 1846 and subsequently studied law but gravitated toward journalism. By the early 1850s, he was engaged as a newspaperman in the gold mining regions of California. He went to Asia for two years (1856–1858) and wrote about his travel experiences. Pollard returned to Virginia in 1858, where he rigorously defended slavery and supported Southern secession.

In the spring of 1861 as the Civil War began, Pollard was hired as an editor for the Richmond Examiner. Although he championed the Southern cause in his reporting, he developed a visceral dislike of President Jefferson Davis and took every opportunity to lambast him and his policies, which Pollard believed were hampering the Confederate war effort. In the meantime, he began writing a massive four-volume work, published from 1862 to 1866 and titled The Southern History of the War, that was a contemporary account of the Civil War from a decidedly Southern point of view.

In May 1864 Pollard left for Great Britain, where he hoped to promote his book. The ship in which he sailed, the blockade-runner Greyhound, was captured by Union naval vessels, and Pollard was taken prisoner. He was imprisoned first at Fort Monroe and then at Fort Warren. Paroled and exchanged in January 1865, Pollard made his way back to Richmond and continued as a principal editor of the Examiner.

After the war Pollard continued to write and publish books, the best known of which was The Lost Cause (1866). Indeed, it was Pollard who first introduced the term “Lost Cause,” which described a highly romanticized notion of the South’s quixotic attempt to seek a peaceful disunion and its subsequent heroic military effort to attain independence and preserve its heritage by way of war. He wrote numerous other books, many of them dealing in some way with the heroics of the Southern cause. He remained a staunch of critic of Davis, however, excoriating him in The Life of Jefferson Davis (1869). That book essentially portrayed the former Confederate president as an effete snob whose obduracy and political bumbling had sealed the South’s fate by 1865.

Pollard went on to edit two other newspapers after 1867 and moved to New York City in the early 1870s, by which time he had become a nationalistic unionist. He died in Lynchburg, Virginia, on December 16, 1872.
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Pomeroy, Samuel Clarke

Birth Date: January 3, 1816

Death Date: August 29, 1891

Antislavery advocate and Republican U.S. senator. Samuel Clarke Pomeroy was born on January 3, 1816, in Southampton, Massachusetts. He studied at Amherst College during 1836–1838 and then went to New York State, where he taught school. Four years later he returned to Southampton and was engaged in local politics. During 1852–1853, he held a seat in the Massachusetts legislature. In 1854 he became the chief financial agent for the New England Emigrant Aid Company.

Also in 1854, Pomeroy led a group of like-minded antislavery activists to Kansas, settling in the Lawrence area. Their presence helped precipitate the violence that became known as Bleeding Kansas. In 1858 when antislavery forces had begun to attain the upper hand in the struggle, Pomeroy moved to Atchison, where he engaged in lucrative business and real estate ventures. In 1859 he was a delegate to Kansas’s Free State Convention.

In April 1861 after Kansas had attained statehood, Pomeroy took a seat in the U.S. Senate as a Republican. In the Senate, the highly ambitious Pomeroy pushed strongly for projects that would aid Kansas, including the construction of railroads. Pomeroy’s most spectacular bid to achieve lasting power was his sponsorship of a round-robin letter (known as the Pomeroy Circular) published in Washington, D.C., newspapers in February 1864 in which he asserted that President Abraham Lincoln was practically unelectable in November 1864 and that only Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase could win the presidency on the Republican ticket. Chase, embarrassed by the letter, of which he had no prior knowledge, disavowed Pomeroy’s circular, and the controversy abated relatively quickly. Ironically, the circular may have actually helped Lincoln’s reelection bid, as numerous Republican leaders came to the president’s defense.

Pompous, self-righteous, and vain, Pomeroy resorted to frequent bribery to stay in office and to enlarge his base of patronage for Kansas. During Pomeroy’s 1872 reelection bid, one Kansas legislator announced that Pomeroy had given him $7,000, with the promise of an additional $1,000, to vote for him. When the news got out, Pomeroy’s Senate career was destroyed, and he left the chamber at the end of his term in March 1873. He eventually moved to Boston, where he was an advocate for prohibition and women’s suffrage. Pomeroy died in Worcester County, Massachusetts, on August 29, 1891. The famed writer Mark Twain in the 1873 novel The Gilded Age, coauthored with Charles Dudley Warner, allegedly used Pomeroy as the model for the self-righteous, hypocritical, and bombastic Senator Dilworthy.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Bleeding Kansas; Chase, Salmon Portland; Congress, U.S.; Kansas; Lincoln, Abraham; Pomeroy Circular; Republican Party

Further Reading

Donald, David Herbert. Lincoln. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1995.

Kitzhaber, Albert. “Götterdammerüng in Topeka: The Downfall of Senator Pomeroy.” Kansas Historical Quarterly 18 (August 1950): 243–278.

_______________________

Pomeroy Circular

Round-robin–style letter sponsored and circulated by Republican U.S. senator from Kansas Samuel C. Pomeroy that criticized President Abraham Lincoln and promoted the presidential aspirations of Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase. The Pomeroy Circular made the rounds in Congress and among Republican leaders and was published in Washington, D.C., newspapers on February 22, 1864.

In the letter, Pomeroy maintained that Lincoln was virtually unelectable in 1864, hinted that the president’s leadership had been lacking, and maintained that the administration had not done enough to end slavery and defeat the Confederacy. The letter claimed that only Chase could win the 1864 presidential contest. Although Chase indeed harbored presidential aspirations and had gone so far as to assemble an informal campaign, he was nevertheless deeply embarrassed when the Pomeroy Circular became public.

Chase made it clear to Lincoln that he had not been involved in the drafting or circulation of the letter and promptly offered his resignation. Lincoln believed Chase and would not accept his resignation. Ironically, the circular may have actually helped Lincoln’s reelection bid, as numerous Republican leaders clamored to the president’s defense. Lincoln went on to win reelection in November 1864.
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Pon Pon River, Battle of the
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Pontoon Bridge

A floating bridge or causeway spanning a body of water and used during the Civil War to carry soldiers and war material from one shore to another. Pontoon bridges were also sometimes used as floating wharves, docks, and even makeshift railroad bridges. Compared to boats or ferries, pontoon bridges were quickly built and provided a much faster—and usually safer—way to transport troops and supplies across waterways. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was responsible for building most of the pontoon bridges utilized during the Civil War, while the Pioneers largely carried out such construction for the Confederacy.

The critical element in a pontoon bridge is a flat-bottom boat, known as a pontoon. Both wooden and canvas boats (canvas over wooden frames) were employed during the war, and both had their advantages and disadvantages. Wooden pontoons, at 31 feet in length, were more durable than canvas pontoons but were awkward to maneuver and required a larger construction team. Only 21 feet in length, canvas pontoons were more easily handled and transported, but they had a very finite life span. The U.S. Army employed specially designed wagons on which the pontoons and other component parts were carried to the site of construction in pontoon trains.
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A pontoon bridge at Bull Run, Virginia, in 1862. (National Archives)

Building a pontoon bridge is really quite simple. The first boat (pontoon) is securely anchored parallel to the shoreline and facing the current. A second pontoon is anchored and aligned next to the first, and so on, until the span of water has been covered. As the additional pontoons are added, each one is fastened to the others by interlocking the balks (crossties) with the gunwales. After this process is complete, the chess (flooring) is laid atop the pontoons. During the war, engineers usually covered the wooden flooring with dirt to protect it and to dampen the sounds of men, horses, and wagons crossing over it.

There were numerous pontoon bridges built during the Civil War, including those at Fredericksburg in December 1862, which allowed the Federals to cross the Rappahannock and attack the Confederates on the heights beyond the city. Delay in materials reaching the site, however, allowed the Confederates time to reinforce. On June 14, 1864, Union engineers constructed a pontoon bridge 2,100 feet in length over the James River in a mere eight hours. As Union forces closed in on Savannah, Georgia, the Confederates erected a hastily built pontoon bridge over the Savannah River in the overnight hours of December 20, 1864. The bridge allowed Confederate forces to escape into South Carolina, and Major General William T. Sherman’s army occupied the city essentially unchallenged.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Pope, John

Birth Date: March 16, 1822

Death Date: September 23, 1892

Union officer. John Pope was born in Louisville, Kentucky, on March 16, 1822, but grew up in Kaskaskia, Illinois. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1842 and then served as a topographical engineer. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he distinguished himself at the Battles of Monterrey and Buena Vista, earning brevets for each.

After the war, Pope carried out surveys in Minnesota and the American Southwest, winning promotion to first lieutenant in 1855. In 1856 he was promoted to captain. By the late 1850s, Pope was known as an expert horseman and an intrepid soldier. He was also known for his impetuosity and caustic personality.

When the Civil War began, Pope was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers in June 1861. He held various district and field commands until February 1862, when he was assigned to command the Union Army of the Mississippi as a major general of volunteers.

Pope’s army captured two key Confederate positions on the Mississippi River: New Madrid, Missouri, in mid-March 1862, and, with the assistance of the navy, Island No. 10 and its 5,000 defenders in early April. These successes earned him promotion to brigadier general in the regular army and a summons to Washington, D.C., to command the new Army of Virginia.

Pope led his troops in the Bull Run Campaign and in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) but was convincingly defeated by Confederate forces led by General Robert E. Lee. Pope blamed the loss on his “unsoldierly” officers, who he claimed were more loyal to Major General George B. McClellan than to him. Nevertheless, he had conducted an orderly retreat to Washington, D.C. President Abraham Lincoln apparently agreed with his commander’s assessment, writing that “Pope did well” but had been handicapped by a lack of loyalty among his subordinates. Despite this, Pope was removed from command the following month and assigned to head the Department of the Northwest, where the army had just defeated an uprising by the Santee Sioux in Minnesota. A military tribunal had sentenced 303 Santees to death for their participation in the fighting. Responsibility for reviewing the sentences and carrying out the executions now fell to Pope. Although he favored executing the condemned Santees, he referred the matter to President Lincoln, who reduced the number of death sentences to 39.
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Union major general John Pope won fame in the Western Theater. Called east to command the new Army of Virginia, his shortcomings as a commander were revealed in the Union defeat in the Second Battle of Bull Run on August 29–30, 1862. (National Archives)

Impressed by Pope’s leadership, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant created the Division of Missouri in 1864 that extended Pope’s command westward to the Rocky Mountains. During the next three years, Pope vigorously prosecuted efforts to contain Native Americans in the West. He subsequently held a Reconstruction command in the South.

In 1870, Pope returned to the Department of Missouri and played a significant role in the Indian Wars on the Great Plains and in Texas. Promoted to major general in 1882, he assumed command of the Division of the Pacific. In 1886 he retired from the army. Pope died in Sandusky, Ohio, on September 23, 1892.
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Popular Sovereignty

Political doctrine that holds that the government derives its authority or right to govern from the people and that the people are the source of all political power. This doctrine is clearly reflected in the Declaration of Independence (1776). In the decades prior to the Civil War, popular sovereignty also came to be associated with the idea that the people of a particular federal territory should be able to decide for themselves whether or not slavery would be allowed there. This, of course, proved to be a major causative factor of the Civil War.

The U.S. Constitution of 1787 had left the issue and the future of slavery ambiguous, and it was unclear what the status of slavery would be during the process of admitting new territories and states to the Union. The 1820 Missouri Compromise established that slavery would be prohibited in the former Louisiana Territory north of the southern boundary of Missouri (36 degrees, 30 minutes) except in Missouri itself, where it already existed.

In 1854, Illinois Democratic senator Stephen Douglas sought to modify the Missouri Compromise to secure Southern support for a bill creating the Kansas and Nebraska Territories in the area west of Iowa and Missouri. To secure Southern support for a bill that was of little benefit or interest to the South, Douglas proposed repealing the Missouri Compromise and including a popular sovereignty clause allowing the people of the new territories to decide for themselves if they would allow slavery, creating the prospect that more slave states might join the Union. Douglas’s bill, however, reopened the divisive issue of slavery, which had already caused the Whig Party to collapse and, owing to strong Northern opposition and outrage over the bill, provoked the creation of the antislavery Republican Party in 1854, which was committed to restoring the Missouri Compromise.

In any case, in addition to strong Southern Democratic support in the House (57 votes in favor out of 59), enough Northern Democrats (44 out of 86 in the House) supported the Kansas-Nebraska Act that it passed the House of Representatives by a vote of 113 to 100 and the Senate by a vote of 37 to 14. President Franklin Pierce signed the bill into law on May 30, 1854. The Kansas-Nebraska Act, however, led to violence in the territory of Kansas (so-called Bleeding Kansas) between proslavery and antislavery forces, resulting in the deaths of more than 200 people by the end of 1856. The legacy of the Kansas-Nebraska Act is that it badly divided the nation, pushing the United States ever closer to civil war, and also fueled the rise of Abraham Lincoln as a major political figure, owing to his opposition to the act. Indeed, he unsuccessfully challenged Douglas for his Senate seat in 1858, and the resulting seven debates between the men catapulted Lincoln to prominence and prestige among Republicans in the North, which led to his election to the presidency in 1860.
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Porter, David Dixon

Birth Date: June 8, 1813

Death Date: February 13, 1891

Union naval officer. Born in Chester, Pennsylvania, on June 8, 1813, David Dixon Porter was the 3rd of 10 children of Commodore David Porter, who had distinguished himself in the War of 1812. David Dixon Porter’s adopted brother was David G. Farragut. Porter first went to sea with his father at age 10. After brief service as a midshipman in the Mexican Navy serving under his father, during which he was wounded and was briefly a prisoner of war of the Spanish, Porter joined the U.S. Navy as a midshipman in February 1829. He became a passed midshipman in July 1835 and made lieutenant in February 1841. Routine assignments included service in the Mediterranean.

Porter distinguished himself during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), especially in operations against Tabasco. Frustrated by the slow rate of advancement in the U.S. Navy, he took leave of absence to captain merchant vessels.

Returning to duty with the navy in 1855, Porter received command of the steamer Supply and then served ashore at the Portsmouth Navy Yard (1857–1860). He was on the verge of a second leave of absence when the secession crisis occurred.

On April 1, 1861, Porter received command of the powerful side-wheel frigate Powhatan. He circumvented both Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles and commander of the Brooklyn Navy Yard Captain Andrew H. Foote in carrying out Secretary of War William H. Seward’s plan to relieve Fort Pickens in Florida. Despite having disobeyed orders, Porter received promotion to commander on April 22.

The Powhatan then conducted operations in the Gulf of Mexico. Early in 1862, Porter convinced Welles and Assistant Secretary of the Navy Gustavus V. Fox that bombardment of the two Confederate forts on the lower Mississippi by a flotilla of mortar boats would be essential to the capture of the port of New Orleans.

Receiving command of the mortar flotilla under the overall command of his adopted brother and commander of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron Flag Officer Farragut, Porter carried out a six-day bombardment of Forts Jackson and St. Philip, which failed to reduce the forts. Farragut then ran past the forts with the ships of his squadron, while Porter supplied gunfire support. With the two forts then cut off by the Union ships and troops, Porter took their surrender on April 28.

On October 15, 1862, Porter, now an acting rear admiral, assumed command of the Mississippi Squadron. Naval activity then sharply increased with the initiation of joint operations against Vicksburg. In January 1863 Porter helped secure Arkansas Post. He worked closely and effectively with Major General Ulysses S. Grant and Major General William T. Sherman and was rewarded for his role in the surrender of Vicksburg with advancement to permanent rear admiral over many other more senior officers, with date of rank of July 4, 1863.

[image: image]

Rear Admiral David D. Porter was one of the most important naval leaders of the Civil War. Opinionated, outspoken, and egotistical, Porter commanded the Mississippi Squadron and then the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. He worked effectively with generals Ulysses S. Grant and William T. Sherman in operations against Vicksburg and with Brigadier General Alfred Terry against Fort Fisher. (National Archives)

In the spring of 1864, Porter commanded the naval component of the Red River Campaign, supporting army troops ashore under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks in an effort to capture Shreveport. Banks and Porter did not get along, and low water levels in the Red plagued Porter’s operations. Despite myriad problems, Porter succeeded in extricating his ships and was not blamed for the fiasco, one of the great military blunders of the war.

In September 1864 Porter assumed command of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, and that December he assembled the most powerful naval force to that point in U.S. history: 61 warships, including 5 ironclads, mounting a total of 635 guns for an attack on Fort Fisher in an effort to close off the port of Wilmington to Confederate blockade-runners. The initial assault went poorly, thanks to ineffective cooperation on the part of the commander of the Union Army contingent, Major General Benjamin Butler. Union general in chief Ulysses S. Grant then sacked Butler and appointed Brigadier General Alfred H. Terry, who established an excellent working relationship with Porter. In a textbook amphibious operation, Fort Fisher fell to Union army and navy contingents in January 1865. In April 1865 Porter operated on the James River, forcing the Confederate commander to scuttle his squadron there and conducting President Abraham Lincoln on a tour of Richmond.

Following the war, Porter assumed the superintendency of the Naval Academy, where he remained until 1869 and introduced extensive reforms. Promoted to vice admiral in July 1866, he was advanced to admiral in August 1870. He then served as head of the Board of Inspection until his death in Washington, D.C., on February 13, 1891.
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Porter, Fitz John

Birth Date: August 31, 1822

Death Date: May 21, 1901

Union officer. Fitz John Porter was born in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on August 31, 1822. His uncle, David Porter, was a noted War of 1812 hero, while his cousin, David D. Porter, was a leading Civil War admiral. Fitz John Porter graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1845 and was commissioned in the artillery. He saw service during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), winning promotion to first lieutenant and two brevets and sustaining a wound at Chapultepec. He then returned to West Point to teach cavalry and artillery tactics and serve as adjutant to Superintendent Robert E. Lee. Porter then transferred to the Adjutant General’s Office with the staff rank of captain and in 1857 served as adjutant during the Mormon disturbances in Utah. In early 1861 when the secession crisis exploded, Porter was entrusted with a mission to remove federal troops and matériel from Texas and acquitted himself well. Although his substantive rank was still first lieutenant, in May 1861 he was appointed colonel of the new regular 15th Infantry. Porter was appointed brigadier general of volunteers in August 1861, to date from May 17.

Porter performed useful service as chief of staff in the Department of Pennsylvania. After a brief stint commanding troops in the Shenandoah Valley, he trained troops in the Washington, D.C., area. His competence brought him to the attention of Major General George B. McClellan, who made him a division commander in the Army of the Potomac. During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Porter participated in the successful siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862), whereupon McClellan appointed him commander of V Corps.
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Major General Fitz John Porter, one of the most talented Corps commanders in the Union Army, performed magnificently during the Peninsula Campaign of 1862. However competent, he was brash and outspoken to the point of arrogance. Porter’s unswerving loyalty to one disgraced superior, and utter contempt for another, led to a controversial trial and dismissal from the military he had served so well. (Library of Congress)

On June 26, 1862, at Mechanicsville, Porter masterfully deployed his men on defensive terrain and repulsed the Confederates. The next day Porter made another determined stand at Gaines’ Mill until an all-out Confederate assault finally breached his line. By July 1, 1862, however, Porter had established another strong position around Malvern Hill, which dashed Lee’s hopes of a victory here. McClellan’s subsequent withdrawal was left unmolested, and for Porter’s sterling performance he was brevetted brigadier general in the regular army and advanced to major general of volunteers on July 4, 1862.

Within weeks, McClellan was shelved in favor of Major General John Pope. Porter, a McClellan partisan, was outspoken in his criticism of President Abraham Lincoln and utterly contemptuous of Pope. This disrespect cost Porter dearly. V Corps, although still part of the Army of the Potomac, was nevertheless ordered to support Pope’s Army of Virginia. Porter fought in the most controversial engagement of his brief career, the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), which turned out to be a disaster for Pope. Ordered to attack based on a faulty understanding of Confederate dispositions, Porter, who had a much better grasp of the situation than did Pope, chose to hold his ground.

Angered by what he saw as the machinations of officers still loyal to McClellan, Pope immediately sought a scapegoat of his thrashing at Bull Run and relieved Porter on September 5, 1862, charging him with disobedience, disloyalty, and misconduct. Porter gained a brief respite when McClellan, reinstalled by Lincoln as head of the army, restored him to command. Porter was present at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) but saw no combat.

In November 1862 following McClellan’s second dismissal, Porter was arrested and formally relieved of command. His court-martial, considered a mockery, took place on January 21, 1863. Porter was found guilty and dismissed from the army.

Porter spent the rest of his life trying to redeem his military reputation. Finally in 1878, a board of inquiry headed by Major General John M. Schofield not only vindicated Porter but also portrayed his refusal to advance as having saved the army from destruction. Porter’s actual pardon did not occur until August 5, 1886, when President Grover Cleveland restored Porter to active duty as colonel, to rank from May 1861. Porter was retired two days later. Throughout this struggle for vindication, Porter supported himself by holding down a variety of civilian positions, including mining surveyor in Colorado, police and public works commissioner in New York City, and receiver of the New Jersey Railroad. Porter died in Morristown, New Jersey, on May 21, 1901.
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Porter, John Luke

Birth Date: September 19, 1813

Death Date: December 14, 1893

Confederate naval constructor. Born in Portsmouth, Virginia, on September 19, 1813, John Luke Porter began studying ship design at an early age in the numerous shipyards of eastern Virginia. Following his father’s death in 1831, he supported his family by working as a carpenter in local yards.

In the early 1840s, Porter moved to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he designed and built ships for the U.S. Navy. During his time at Pittsburgh, Porter produced plans for an ironclad warship, although the navy was uninterested in his proposal. In 1847 Porter failed to pass the examination for naval constructors, although he remained active in maritime construction. By 1857, he had passed the exam and received an appointment as a U.S. naval constructor.

Porter opposed secession, believing that the Confederacy could not achieve independence in the teeth of Union opposition. Despite these sentiments, he resigned his position with the U.S. Navy when his native Virginia joined the Confederacy. Shortly thereafter Porter became naval constructor at the Gosport (Norfolk) Navy Yard, which Virginia had recently seized from the U.S. Navy. Although holding this post, Porter did not receive formal appointment as the South’s naval constructor until January 1864. He and his two assistants reported directly to Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory.

A strong believer in ironclad warships, Mallory hoped that they might be able to defeat the Union naval blockade and even carry out operations against Northern ports. In early June 1861 he directed Lieutenant John M. Brooke to design an ironclad, and Brooke soon came up with a plan for a casemated vessel with inclined sides. On June 23, Brooke, Mallory, Porter, and Chief Engineer William P. Williamson from the Gosport Navy Yard met and approved the concept. But with no engines of the size required available in the Confederacy, Williamson suggested that they employ the hull, engines, and boilers on the former U.S. steam frigate Merrimack. Brooke and Porter agreed, and on July 11 Mallory ordered work to go forward on rebuilding the Merrimack as an ironclad. The rebuilt ship was commissioned the Virginia on February, 17, 1862. Later Brooke and Porter quarreled over who deserved credit for this most famous of all Confederate ironclads.

Porter also designed gunboats. These, while small, rendered effective service but were employed mostly as auxiliaries. Porter is chiefly known for his ironclad designs, however. Problems abounded in Southern ironclad construction, including a lack of iron plate and an absence of reliable steam engines. Partly as a result of these problems, Mallory and Porter eventually settled on smaller shallow-draft ironclads to defend Confederate harbors and rivers. The first of these were the Porter-designed six-ship Richmond-class ironclad rams: the Chicora, North Carolina, Palmetto State, Raleigh, Richmond, and Savannah. Porter also designed the two-ship Columbia class of the Columbia and Texas. The Tennessee, one of the most celebrated Confederate ironclads of the war, was a modified Columbia. Porter also designed the Nashville, a side-wheeler to take advantage of available river boat machinery, and twin-screw shallow-draft ironclads. Patterned after the Richmond-class ships, these included the Wilmington and the Milledgeville class of four ships. Only the Milledgeville was ever launched, and none of the ships were ever commissioned. Other shallow-draft Porter-designed Confederate ironclads were the Albemarle class of the Albemarle, Neuse, and another unnamed ship never commissioned. Porter also designed a lengthened four-gun version of the Albemarle class, the Fredericksburg, that served in the James River flotilla. Only one ship, the Missouri, was completed of a Porter-designed center-wheel class of ironclads.

With opportunities for former Confederates limited after the war, Porter accepted a succession of short-term jobs until 1878, when the Norfolk Navy Yard accepted his bid for employment. By 1883, he had been made superintendent of the Norfolk County Ferries, a position that allowed him to rebuild his family’s finances. Porter retired from the position in 1888 and died in Portsmouth, Virginia, on December 14, 1893.

CHARLES H. WILLIAMS AND SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Albemarle, CSS; Brooke, John Mercer; Hampton Roads, Battles of; Ironclads, Confederate; Mallory, Stephen Russell; Navy, Confederate; Norfolk Navy Yard; Tennessee, CSS; Virginia, CSS

Further Reading

Flanders, Alan B. John L. Porter: Naval Constructor of Destiny. White Stone, VA: Brandyland Publishers, 2000.

Still, William N., Jr. Iron Afloat: The Story of the Confederate Armorclads. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1985.

Still, William N., Jr., ed. The Confederate Navy: The Ships, Men and Organization, 1861–65. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1997.

_______________________

Porter, William David

Birth Date: March 10, 1809

Death Date: May 1, 1864

Union naval officer. William David Porter was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, on March 10, 1809, and raised in Chester, Pennsylvania. He was the son of the War of 1812 hero Commodore David Porter, the elder brother of future admiral David Dixon Porter, and the adoptive brother of future admiral David Glasgow Farragut. William Porter went to sea at age 12 and was appointed a midshipman on January 1, 1823. He was promoted to passed midshipman on March 29, 1829; to lieutenant on December 31, 1833; and to commander on September 14, 1855.

When the Civil War began, Porter was commanding the sloop St. Mary’s. Ordered to St. Louis, Missouri, he served in the Western Gunboat Flotilla. Given command of the ironclad New Era, he renamed his ship the Essex, after his father’s command in the War of 1812. Porter participated in the attack on Fort Henry, Tennessee, on February 6, 1862, during which the Essex took 15 hits from the Confederate shore battery, 1 of which penetrated the middle boiler, killing or wounding 32 men. The escaping steam scalded and nearly blinded Porter.

Porter recovered and supervised the rebuilding of his ship. He then commanded the Essex in an attempt to destroy the Confederate ironclad Arkansas at Vicksburg on July 22, 1862. The Essex attacked the same ship above Baton Rouge on August 6, 1862, and Porter took credit for the destruction of the Arkansas, although the Confederate ironclad’s engines had broken down and it was scuttled by its crew.

Promoted to commodore on July 16, 1862, Porter was detached from the Essex and held no further commands afloat. He died of heart disease in New York City on May 1, 1864.
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Port Gibson, Battle of

Event Date: May 1, 1863

Engagement during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). The Battle of Port Gibson helped to preserve the crucial beachhead of Union troops south of Vicksburg and marked the beginning of an epic march that would ultimately secure Union control of the Mississippi River and split the Confederacy in two.

After failing to capture the important Confederate stronghold of Vicksburg through various operations, in March 1863 Union major general Ulysses S. Grant transported his Army of the Tennessee into Louisiana in an attempt to attack the city from the south. On April 30, 1863, the 24,000 men of Major General John A. McClernand’s XIII Corps and Major General James B. McPherson’s XVII Corps of Grant’s army crossed the Mississippi River by an amphibious landing at Bruinsburg, Mississippi.

Union skirmishing with Confederate outposts near the vital crossroads of Port Gibson, located only 22 miles southwest of Vicksburg and 10 miles east of the Mississippi River, began after midnight on the morning of May 1. At 5:30 a.m., advance Union elements moved toward the town and encountered a small Confederate force commanded by Brigadier General John S. Bowen, who deployed Brigadier General Martin E. Green’s brigade to defend the Rodney Road and Brigadier General Edward Tracy’s brigade to protect the Bruinsburg Road. The dense undergrowth and deep ravines outside the town were of great advantage to the defending Confederates and helped offset their severe numerical disadvantage. McClernand divided his XIII Corps along the two separate roads, with Brigadier General Peter J. Osterhaus’s division advancing along the Bruinsburg Road as a diversion while the remaining three divisions under Brigadier Generals Eugene A. Carr, Alvin P. Hovey, and Andrew J. Smith attacked along the Rodney Road.

General Tracy’s Confederate brigade delayed Osterhaus’s division in fierce fighting along the Bruinsburg Road until midmorning, when Tracy was killed and replaced by Colonel Isham Garrott and the outnumbered Confederates were forced to fall back. Simultaneously along the Rodney Road, overwhelming Union numbers slowly drove Green’s brigade back until two Confederate brigades under Brigadier General William E. Baldwin and Colonel Francis M. Cockrell arrived at around 10:00 a.m. Green’s re-formed brigade redeployed to aid Tracy’s brigade along the Bruinsburg Road, while Cockrell’s Missouri Brigade unleashed a vicious counterattack that temporarily drove the Federals back along the Rodney Road.

Union superior numbers told, however. Reinforced by Major General John A. Logan’s division of McPherson’s XVII Corps, the Federals repulsed the assault and finally drove Bowen’s exhausted command from the field at around 5:30 p.m. The Battle of Port Gibson cost the Confederates 60 killed, 340 wounded, and 387 missing of 8,000 men engaged as well as four cannon from the Botetourt Artillery in Virginia. Grant reported his own losses as 131 killed, 719 wounded, and 25 missing out of 23,000 men engaged. Although limited in scale, the Battle of Port Gibson enabled Grant to press his invasion into the heart of Mississippi, which would lead to four other battles in the next two months, all Union victories, and the eventual surrender of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863.
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Port Hudson, Louisiana, Action at

Event Date: March 14, 1863

Engagement during the Union effort to control the Mississippi River. Following the Union capture of New Orleans in April 1862, Vicksburg, Mississippi, and Port Hudson were the only remaining Confederate Mississippi River strongholds. Securing both of these was critical to the Union strategy of controlling the Mississippi and dividing the Confederacy. Situated on the river some 25 miles above Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Port Hudson was a formidable bastion. Like Vicksburg, some 110 miles north on the river, Port Hudson was situated on high bluffs overlooking a sharp 150-degree bend of the river and was surrounded by bayous.

Following the loss of New Orleans, the Confederates strengthened Port Hudson, placing 15 heavy guns on the river bluffs at the bend and south of the city on the east bank. Major General Franklin Gardner commanded some 16,000 defenders.

In early March 1863, Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks and West Gulf Blockading Squadron commander Rear Admiral David G. Farragut agreed to mount a joint attack on Port Hudson, with Banks providing 25,000 troops from Baton Rouge. Banks departed on March 7. At Prophet’s Island, five miles south of Port Hudson, Farragut assembled a powerful force, including the side-wheeler frigate Mississippi; the steam sloops Hartford, Richmond, and Monongahela; and the gunboats Albatross, Genessee, and Kineo. Farragut planned to bring the shore batteries under fire from mortar boats and the ironclad Essex at Prophet’s Island as the Union ships ran past them.

Farragut coupled each of his larger ships with a lighter gunboat lashed on the port aft quarter. He reasoned that because the Confederate shore batteries were on the east bank, the larger ships would protect the smaller ones, and should one of the two ships become disabled, the other could assist it. The exception was the side-wheeler Mississippi, which brought up the rear alone. To provide additional firepower, Farragut ordered boat howitzers mounted on the rigging platforms of the mizzenmasts of the sloops.

The Union ships made their run on the night of March 14 but discovered an unwelcome surprise in the form of a series of locomotive headlights that the Confederates had placed along the eastern bank. Lighted, these silhouetted the ships and allowed the shore gunners to deliver an accurate fire. Although the first two Union ships, the lashed-together Hartford and Albatross, made it past safely, the next two—the Richmond and Genessee—did not fare as well. A Confederate shot struck the Richmond, piercing its steam drum and causing it to drift back out of the battle. In the third pair of ships, the Kineo, secured to the port side of the Monongahela, took a shot that lodged between its rudderpost and sternpost. The Monongahela also had its rudder damaged, and the two ships then went aground. Both ships got free but then drifted back downriver out of the battle. The last ship in line, the Mississippi, commanded by Captain Melancton Smith, ran aground while approaching Thomas Point. Unable to free his ship, which then came under heavy Confederate fire, Smith ordered the crew to abandon ship. The men first spiked the guns, destroyed the engines, and then set the ship on fire. It finally drifted downstream completely ablaze before blowing up. Out of its 297 crewmen, 25 were killed and 39 were reported missing. Only the Hartford and Albatross reached Waterloo, Louisiana, above Port Hudson.

Much of the responsibility for the failure of this enterprise rested with the dilatory Banks. Although his forces probed the Confederate defenses, they failed to mount an attack in sufficient force and timed to occupy the Confederate gunners. Learning of Farragut’s failure, Banks then called off his own attack. The failed operation clearly showed the necessity of more effective army-navy cooperation.
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Union captain Edmund C. Bainbridge’s artillery battery at Port Hudson, Louisiana, during the Union siege, May 21–July 9, 1863. The Confederates surrendered Port Hudson on the Mississippi River after the Union victory at Vicksburg. The Confederacy was then split in two. (National Archives)

Port Hudson, Louisiana, Siege of

Start Date: May 21, 1863

End Date: July 9, 1863

Engagement during the Union effort to control the Mississippi River. Taking the Confederate strongholds of Vicksburg and Port Hudson on the Mississippi and splitting the Confederacy along that river continued to be a major Union war aim. Some 25 miles above Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Port Hudson was situated on high bluffs overlooking a sharp 150-degree bend of the river and was surrounded by bayous. In May, Major General Franklin Gardner commanded some 7,500 men manning defensive works that included some 15 heavy guns controlling the river approaches and an equal number on the land side.

Following an abortive effort in March 1863 that saw the destruction of the U.S. Navy side-wheeler frigate Mississippi during Rear Admiral David G. Farragut’s passage of Port Hudson, unsupported by Union troops under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks, Union forces tried again in May. As a preliminary to a ground assault by Banks’s 30,000-man Army of the Gulf, U.S. Navy ships in the river shelled Port Hudson (May 8–10). Banks then closed off Port Hudson from the land side on May 21.

Banks planned a ground attack supported by the large guns aboard the Union ships in the river, but the inept Union general mounted a series of uncoordinated attacks that did not make full use of his available manpower. The Union assault opened at dawn on May 27 with an attack on the Confederate left, above Port Hudson. The assault included two regiments of African American troops from Louisiana in the first employment of such troops by the Union in the war. The attack failed. At about 2:15 p.m., the Union left attacked. It and a still later advance by the Union center were rebuffed. The attackers sustained nearly 2,000 casualties, to only 250–275 for the defenders.

Claiming insufficient resources, Banks then settled for a siege, during the course of which he received some 10,000 reinforcements. He was determined to try again. On the morning of June 13, Union troops and ships in the river opened a furious bombardment of the Confederate works, firing shells at the rate of about one per second. After an hour the firing ceased, and Banks sent a note to Gardner demanding his surrender. Although his men were low on ammunition and short of supplies, Gardner refused. Banks ordered the shelling resumed and planned an assault for the next day in the form of a probe of the Confederate right, with the main attack on the center.

Early the next morning, a Union division assaulted the large fort in the Confederate center known as the Priest Cap. Although some of the Union troops breached the Confederate lines, they lacked sufficient strength to exploit the situation. Repeated follow-on attacks also failed, with the Union suffering as many as 1,805 casualties. With his subordinate commanders objecting to a continuation, Banks agreed to a halt.

Meanwhile, the Union forces employed zigzag trenches to snake closer to the Confederate positions. They also tried mining the Confederate lines, but the defenders sank a countermine and used explosives to collapse the Union shaft. The distances were sufficiently short for both sides to employ hand grenades.

Banks planned a third attack for July 7, but bad weather caused it to be postponed. News was then received of the surrender of Vicksburg to Union forces on July 4. This event rendered Port Hudson untenable, and Gardner opened negotiations on July 8 and formally surrendered the next day. The siege had lasted 48 days. Although some Confederates escaped through Union lines on the night of July 8–9, about 6,400 surrendered. The Confederates had suffered 146 killed and 447 wounded. Operations at Port Hudson claimed Union losses of more than 708 dead, 3,336 wounded, and 319 missing. Another 4,000 to 5,000 were incapacitated by heatstroke or sickness. Throughout the siege, Union ships and mortar boats had provided effective gunfire support.

The entire Mississippi was now under Union control, and the Confederacy was split. A week later, a steamer from St. Louis arrived at New Orleans with a cargo of midwestern products. President Abraham Lincoln summed up the long effort to gain control of the river: “The Father of Waters again goes unvexed to the sea.”
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Port Republic, Battle of

Event Date: June 9, 1862

Sixth and final battle of Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). At the same time that Major General John C. Frémont’s troops moved from the northwest toward Port Republic via Cross Keys, Brigadier General James Shields’s division of Major General Irwin McDowell’s command was crossing the Blue Ridge Mountains from the east. The two Union generals hoped to trap Jackson’s force between them.

While Major General Richard S. Ewell positioned his men near Cross Keys to block Frémont’s advance, on June 7, 1862, Jackson placed his own troops on high ground just north of Port Republic and the confluence of the South Fork of the Shenandoah with the South River. From Conrad’s Store, Shields sent two brigades to probe Jackson’s defenses at Port Republic. Shields also appealed to Frémont for cooperation.

The next morning, Sunday, June 8, Union troops reached the Confederate lines, and Jackson soon learned that Union troops had forded the South River and were in the town. Jackson and his staff rode hard for the North River Bridge. He got across it just in time; two officers who brought up the rear were captured. With a little more vigor on the part of the Federals, Jackson might have been taken as well.

Jackson now ordered his artillery to fire into the Federals while Confederate infantry moved forward to clear them from Port Republic. As Jackson’s men accomplished this, they could hear distant artillery fire from the Battle of Cross Keys in which Ewell was beating back Frémont.

That night Jackson ordered Ewell to leave only the brigades of Brigadier General Isaac R. Trimble and Colonel John M. Patton at Cross Keys and move the rest of his men to Port Republic. This would give Jackson four brigades to attack Shields’s force. Jackson hoped to defeat Shields quickly and that same morning turn and complete the destruction of Frémont. Ewell set his men in motion to join Jackson very early on June 9.

Also early on June 9, Jackson moved his main body from high ground north of Port Republic, across the North River Bridge, and through the town. At 7:00 a.m., Jackson ordered an attack. While he was not certain of Union strength, he was reassured by the fact that Ewell was marching to join him. Jackson also believed that he had to dispatch Shields’s troops before Frémont learned of the weak Confederate front at Cross Keys.

As Brigadier General Charles S. Winder’s Stonewall Brigade advanced through wheat fields toward the Union lines, it came under heavy Union fire. Opposing the Confederates were only 3,000 well-positioned troops under Brigadier General E. B. Tyler, who had positioned 6 of his 16 guns on high ground to the Union left. Their fire exacted a heavy toll on the Confederates.

A bottleneck had developed at the temporary bridge built by the Confederates across the South River. Because of this, the Stonewall Brigade now found itself virtually alone. With all chance of a dual victory lost and his situation now desperate, Jackson tried to hurry units forward. He also sent orders to Ewell to make haste and directed Trimble at Cross Keys to come up through Port Republic and burn the North River Bridge behind him so that Frémont could not join the action.

Shelled to a halt, the Stonewall Brigade was just managing to hold on when Brigadier General Richard Taylor’s brigade arrived. Taylor’s lead regiment joined the Stonewall Brigade in the wheat fields. Taylor then attacked the battery on the Union left that was exacting such a toll. Meanwhile, out of ammunition, the brigade broke, and many of its men streamed to the rear. At this critical juncture, Ewell arrived with a brigade and blocked the Union advance, although at some cost. At the same time, Taylor’s men struck the Union left flank. As the Union troops attempted to wheel to engage Taylor, three more of Ewell’s regiments arrived and went into action. Now outnumbered three to one, Shields’s troops were soon in full retreat.

It was then 11:00 a.m. Jackson’s hopes of pursuit were dashed by the fact that Tyler’s men had retreated in good order, and Frémont was to his rear. Indeed, Frémont had finally come up and ordered his artillery to shell the field, although he did not attempt an attack.

Union casualties in the Battle of Port Republic totaled 1,108 men, most of them in the retreat, including 558 prisoners. Jackson’s losses were also heavy at more than 800, the most he had suffered in battle thus far.

That afternoon, Jackson put his army in motion toward Brown’s Gap by a path beyond the range of Frémont’s guns. At the same time, President Abraham Lincoln ordered Shields and Frémont to withdraw. Soon Jackson slipped his men out of the Shenandoah Valley in trains to Richmond in order to assist General Robert E. Lee in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862).
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Port Royal Sound, Battle of

Start Date: November 5, 1861

End Date: November 7, 1861

Union naval attack on the South Carolina coast. Following their capture of Hatteras Island, Union forces, now under Captain Samuel F. Du Pont, prepared to assault Port Royal, South Carolina. Reflecting the strength of the Confederate defenses, the force assembled for the attack on Port Royal was considerably larger than that employed against Hatteras. On October 29, 1861, Du Pont, flying his flag in the screw frigate Wabash (44 guns), departed Hampton Roads with 50 ships, the largest task force under single command to that point in U.S. history. The day before, he had sent on ahead to Tybee Bar off Savannah 25 sloops converted into coal ships for the squadron, escorted by the sailing sloop Vandalia. Du Pont’s task force transported 16,000 troops commanded by Brigadier General Thomas W. Sherman. The Northern press reported the assembly of the expeditionary force, and Southern authorities had a good idea of its intended target.

On November 1, the Union expeditionary force was struck by a severe storm as it approached Port Royal. Near hurricane-force winds scattered the ships, and the mission appeared in jeopardy. But the wind soon died, and the ships gradually rendezvoused off Port Royal. Two transports had been lost, but all aboard except seven marines were saved.

On the morning of November 4, the Wabash and 25 other ships arrived off the bar, 10 miles east of Port Royal. Other ships soon came up, and Du Pont decided to proceed. The Confederates had removed the navigation buoys, but Union crews quickly located the channel and replaced the buoys. Du Pont then ordered in his lighter gunboats and transports. The gunboats drove off three small Confederate gunboats under Flag Officer Josiah Tattnall, escorted the transports into the roadstead beyond range of fire from the Confederate forts, and then anchored for the night.

Two Confederate earthworks, Fort Beauregard on the southern tip of Phillips Island at Bay Point and Fort Walker on the northern end of Hilton Head Island, guarded the harbor entrance. Together they mounted 43 guns. Unfortunately for the Confederates, the 2.2-mile width of the entrance of the inlet precluded effective artillery coverage.

The next morning under the supervision of Commander John Rodgers, four of the Union gunboats conducted a reconnaissance in force, drawing fire from the forts to ascertain their strength. Then, with pilots having determined that there was sufficient water for the Wabash to cross the bar, Du Pont ordered in the flagship, followed by the side-wheeler frigate Susquehanna, the steam warships Atlantic and Vanderbilt, and the transports.

The original plan had been for a joint army-navy attack, but with significant army equipment lost in the storm, Du Pont decided on a naval effort alone. Because of this and the estimate that it would take at least several days to reduce the forts from long range, despite the risk of grounding, the Union warships would engage the forts at close range.

Because the distance between Forts Beauregard and Walker precluded engaging both simultaneously, Du Pont decided to attack one at a time. Fort Walker, regarded as the more powerful, was the first. It mounted 23 guns, but only 13 of these were on the sea face. Fort Beauregard contained 20 guns; 13 commanded the water approaches, but only 7 faced the channel.

At about 9:00 a.m., Tattnall steamed out with his small flotilla to exchange long-range fire with the Union ships. He then retired, followed by some Union ships, which also dueled with the Confederate shore batteries for about 45 minutes, with little consequence for either side. Then at 3:30 p.m., Du Pont ordered a signal hoisted for the ships to get under way for the attack. As the ships stood in, both the Wabash and the Susquehanna grounded on Fishing Rip Shoals. It took two hours to get the big ships free, forcing Du Pont to call off the attack. The following day was too windy, leading to another postponement.

At 8:30 a.m. on November 7, the Union ships again got under way, and an hour later Du Pont in the Wabash led nine warships into Port Royal Sound. The ships kept in midchannel and exchanged long-range fire with both forts until they were well past them. The ships then turned south and reversed course, heading southeast close by Fort Walker on its northern face. This circular plan of attack was similar to that employed by Union forces in the successful action at Hatteras. Meanwhile, five Union gunboats interposed themselves northwest of the circling larger Union ships to keep at bay Tattnall’s flotilla of seven small Confederate gunboats in the upper harbor.

The action began at 9:26 a.m. Passing through the channel, the ships turned in succession according to plan, passing 800 yards from Fort Walker. They then circled and turned to midchannel, again following it in while engaging both forts at long range before turning south. The second Union pass occurred at only 600 yards from Fort Walker. Meanwhile, the inexperienced Confederate gunners found it difficult to hit the moving Union ships. Fire from Fort Walker steadily diminished, and by the time the Wabash was in position to commence fire for a third time with its starboard guns against the fort, return fire had entirely ceased, and the engagement was over.

At 11:15 a.m., it was clear that the Confederates had abandoned the works. Du Pont then sent Commander John Rodgers ashore under a flag of truce, and at 2:20 p.m. Rodgers raised a Union flag over the deserted Confederate works. Du Pont then ordered signals hoisted to bring up the transports and sent Commander C. R. P. Rodgers ashore with marines and seamen. By nightfall a brigade was ashore, and Fort Walker was in Union hands.

During the engagement, all but three of Fort Walker’s guns on the water side had been dismounted or otherwise put out of action. Du Pont had proven that the best defense against an enemy battery was an accurate and high volume of fire; the Wabash alone had fired 880 rounds, including grapeshot. Although the Union ships had been hit, the Confederate gunners tended to fire high, and most of the damage was aloft and not of consequence. Aboard the ships, 8 men had been killed. Another 23 were wounded, 6 of these seriously. Confederate losses were 11 killed and 48 wounded. Tattnall’s gunboats had been unable to intervene, although they did rescue some of the fleeing defenders from Hilton Head Island and ferry them to the mainland.
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Immediately after the situation at Fort Walker had been decided, Du Pont ordered some of his ships to reconnoiter Fort Beauregard and prevent the Confederates from ferrying men and equipment from that place. Near sunset, lookouts reported that the Confederate flag had been hauled down, and Fort Beauregard was deserted. Early the next morning, a Union landing party hoisted the U.S. flag there as well. Du Pont then turned over both forts to Sherman. Fort Walker was renamed Fort Welles, while Fort Beauregard became Fort Seward.

The triumph at Port Royal was an important event, preceding any major battlefield victory for the Union Army and coming immediately on the heels of another land defeat, at Ball’s Bluff on October 21. Port Royal’s deep harbor provided an ideal base for extended South Atlantic Blockading Squadron operations and was soon a major naval station and supply depot. Many in the North now came to believe that steam warships could defeat all forts. This mistaken belief became an important element of future Union naval strategy. At the same time, General Robert E. Lee, given charge of reorganizing the Confederacy’s South Atlantic defenses, within weeks ordered the abandonment of a number of scattered Confederate coastal positions and the withdrawal of their defenders beyond the range of Union naval guns, except at Charleston and Savannah, the defenses of which were strengthened. The Confederates thus shifted from a perimeter defense to mobile defense based on interior lines and relying on the railroads to concentrate against any major Union amphibious operation.
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Posey, Carnot

Birth Date: August 5, 1818

Death Date: November 13, 1863

Confederate officer. Carnot Posey was born on August 5, 1818, in Wilkinson County, Mississippi. He earned a law degree from the University of Virginia. Upon his return to his family’s plantation, Posey began a legal practice in Woodville, Mississippi. In 1846 at the start of the Mexican-American War, he became a first lieutenant in Colonel Jefferson Davis’s 1st Mississippi Rifles. An intrepid soldier, Posey sustained a wound at the Battle of Buena Vista (February 23, 1847). After his return to Mississippi, he supervised his plantation and practiced law. From 1857 to 1861, he served as the U.S. district attorney for southern Mississippi.

After the start of the Civil War, Posey was commissioned a captain on May 21 but quickly was made colonel of the 16th Mississippi Infantry. Sent to Virginia, he led this regiment capably in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861); the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21); the Battle of Cross Keys (June 8, 1862), when he was wounded in the chest and right arm; the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862); the Battle of Harpers Ferry (September 12–15, 1862); and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). On November 1, 1862, Posey was advanced to brigadier general and given charge of a brigade in Major General Richard H. Anderson’s division in the Army of Northern Virginia. Posey fought at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

During the Second Battle of Bristoe Station (October 14, 1863), Posey sustained a nonlethal wound to the left thigh from a shell fragment. He was first taken to Culpeper, but infection set in, and he became gravely ill. Sent to Charlottesville, Posey died there on November 13, 1863.
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Potomac, Union Army of the

Preeminent Union military force in the eastern theater. On July 25, 1861, the core of the Army of the Potomac was formed when the Departments of Northeastern Virginia and Washington were merged to create the Division of the Potomac. On August 17 the division was expanded to create the Department of the Potomac, the major field force in what would be the Army of the Potomac. Major General George B. McClellan became the department and the army’s first commander and remained commander until November 1862. Thereafter, the army’s commanders included Major Generals Ambrose Burnside (November 1862–January 1863), Joseph Hooker (January–June 1863), and George Meade (June 1863–June 1865). Major General John G. Parke commanded on occasion during Meade’s absences. The army initially consisted of 22 brigades, but in October 1861 McClellan reorganized it into 18 divisions. Eventually McClellan divided the army into corps. Burnside employed an organization based on Grand Divisions. Myriad other organizational changes were carried out between March 1862 and June 1865. Some were instigated by Washington, while others were effected by the commanders themselves.

The principal missions of the Army of the Potomac included the defense of Washington, D.C., and areas north of Virginia; the seizure of the Confederate capital at Richmond; and the destruction of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia.

The Army of the Potomac—at times numbering more than 100,000 men—typically required approximately 668 tons of supplies each day and normally carried with it 4,204 tons of supplies in 3,503 wagons. Wagons usually ran continuously to meet supply demands.

The Army of the Potomac fought many battles and waged numerous campaigns beginning with the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), which concluded in failure, and ending with the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), which brought about the defeat of Confederate forces. Prior to 1864, most of the army’s engagements ended inconclusively or in defeat; indeed, until then only the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) was an unqualified tactical and strategic success.

At war’s end, the Army of the Potomac marched in the Grand Review of the Armies in May and was formally disbanded on June 28, 1865.
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Scouts and guides of the Union Army of the Potomac at Berlin, Maryland, October 1862. (National Archives/Alexander Gardner)
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Potomac, Union Department of the

Federal military administrative unit created on August 15, 1861. The Union Department of the Potomac was created from the existing Military Division of the Potomac and was first commanded by Major General George B. McClellan, whose army was named the Army of the Potomac. Perhaps the single most important command during the Civil War, the primary tasks of the department were to defend the federal capital at Washington, D.C., and to defeat the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia.

McClellan remained in command until President Abraham Lincoln removed him. Major General Ambrose P. Burnside took command on November 9, 1862, and remained in command until January 26, 1863, at which point he was succeeded by Major General Joseph Hooker, who commanded until June 28, 1863. Major General George G. Meade commanded from June 28, 1863, until December 30, 1864, when he was temporarily succeeded by Major General John G. Parke, who commanded until January 11, 1865, when Meade resumed command.
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Potomac, Union Military Division of the

Federal military administrative unit created on July 25, 1861, four days after the Union debacle at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). The Union Military Division of the Potomac was formed by the merging and consolidation of the existing Department of Northeastern Virginia and the Department of Washington. Major General George B. McClellan was named commander of the new division on July 27. The Division of the Potomac was organized out of existence on August 15, 1861, with the creation of the Department of the Potomac. McClellan retained command of the new entity and served as commander of the Army of the Potomac.
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Potter, Robert Brown

Birth Date: July 16, 1829

Death Date: February 19, 1887

Union officer. Robert Brown Potter was born on July 16, 1829, in Schenectady, New York, the son of an Episcopal bishop. Potter was privately schooled, studied law, and eventually established a prosperous practice in New York City. In the spring of 1861, he enlisted in a New York Militia unit as a private and was quickly advanced to lieutenant. Potter received a major’s commission in the 51st New York Infantry on October 14, 1861, and by November he was its lieutenant colonel.

Potter saw action at the Battle of Roanoke Island (February 7–8, 1862) and then at the Battle of New Bern (March 14, 1862), where he was wounded. His next major action was the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), after which he was advanced to colonel on September 10. Potter was conspicuous at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and also saw combat at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

After serving on garrison duty in Ohio, Potter was promoted to brigadier general on March 13, 1863, and went on to participate with IX Corps in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). From August 25, 1863, to January 17, 1864, Potter was acting commander of IX Corps, which was stationed in eastern Tennessee. From May 1, 1864, to April 2, 1865, Potter had charge of the 2nd Division, IX Corps, in Virginia. He led the division during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), and much of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). A detachment of his division was also involved in the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864). Brevetted major general on August 1, 1864, Potter was seriously wounded during the final assault at Petersburg on April 2, 1865.

Potter never completely recovered from his injury but was promoted to full major general on September 29, 1865. He left the service on January 15, 1866, and worked for the Atlantic & Great Western Railroad for several years before traveling abroad. In 1873 Potter retired to his Newport, Rhode Island, estate, where he died on February 19, 1887.
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Powell, Lewis Thornton

Birth Date: April 22, 1844

Death Date: July 7, 1865

Confederate soldier and Lincoln assassination coconspirator. Lewis Paine and Lewis Payne were among the many aliases of Lewis Thornton Powell, born in Alabama on April 22, 1844. When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Powell and his family were living in Live Oak, Florida. He volunteered for Confederate service in the spring of 1861 and on May 30 was enlisted in the Hamilton Blues, later a company of the 2nd Florida Infantry. While undergoing training in Richmond, he first met future presidential assassin John Wilkes Booth.

Powell saw action in Virginia through 1862 and was wounded and captured at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). While at the U.S. Army hospital in Baltimore, he escaped, made his way across Union lines, and rejoined Confederate forces. In early 1865 Powell deserted and took the oath of allegiance to the United States. He then went to Baltimore.

While living in Baltimore under the name Lewis Payne, Powell again met Booth, who recruited the physically powerful young veteran into the plot to kidnap Abraham Lincoln and other Union political leaders. As with other members of the conspiracy, Powell stayed at the Surratt boardinghouse. After the failure of the kidnapping attempt on March 16, 1865, the plot evolved into an assassination conspiracy. On the night of April 14, the same night President Lincoln was shot, Powell was assigned to murder Secretary of State William H. Seward. Powell obtained entry into the Seward house on the pretense of a medical errand. There he pistol-whipped Seward’s son Frederick and stabbed Seward, his other son Augustus, and State Department messenger Emerick Hansell. None of the wounds proved fatal.

Powell then hid in a small wooded area but was captured on the night of April 17 as he returned to the Surratt boardinghouse in hopes of securing food. Along with other captured conspirators, Powell was tried by a military commission. He was convicted on July 6, 1865, and executed by hanging the following day in Washington, D.C.

WILLIAM E. BURNS

See also

Booth, John Wilkes; Lincoln Assassination; Seward, William Henry, Sr.

Further Reading

Prior, Leon O. “Lewis Payne, Pawn of John Wilkes Booth.” Florida Historical Quarterly 43(1) (July 1964): 1–20.

Swanson, James L. Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer. New York: William Morrow, 2006.

_______________________

Powell, William Henry

Birth Date: May 10, 1825

Death Date: December 26, 1904

Union officer. Born at Pontypool, Wales, on May 10, 1825, William Henry Powell immigrated with his family to the United States in 1830, settling in Tennessee. Leter establishing himself in Ohio, Powell became an engineer, mostly associated with iron manufacturing. With the onset of the Civil War, he recruited a mounted company that entered federal service as part of the 2nd West Virginia Cavalry, with Powell as its captain, in November 1861.

Powell and his troopers spent most of the next two years fighting small actions in western Virginia (West Virginia). He was promoted to major in June 1862, to lieutenant colonel that October, and to colonel in May 1863. As regimental commander, he was wounded and captured in an engagement at Wytheville, Virginia, on July 18, 1863.

Exchanged in February 1864, Powell assumed command of a brigade in the Cavalry Division, Department of West Virginia, in June. That August the division, commanded by Brigadier General William W. Averell, joined Major General Philip Sheridan’s Army of the Shenandoah and was hotly engaged during the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864). Shortly thereafter, Powell succeeded Averell as division commander. Although Powell did not play a major role in the decisive Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19), he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers to rank from the date of the battle. Powell’s summary execution of Confederate partisan John S. Mosby’s rangers that autumn ignited controversy and may have contributed to Powell’s abrupt resignation in January 1865.

After the war, Powell was engaged in nail manufacturing and moved around quite a bit before settling in Belleville, Illinois. In 1890 he was awarded the Medal of Honor for his capture of a Confederate camp in Sinking Creek Valley, Virginia, in November 1862. Powell died at Belleville on December 26, 1904.
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Prairie Grove, Battle of

Event Date: December 7, 1862

Engagement for control of northwestern Arkansas. Union major general John M. Schofield had divided his Army of the Frontier into two widely separated parts: Brigadier General Francis J. Herron was located near Springfield, Missouri, while Brigadier General James G. Blunt, who had been ordered to advance into northwestern Arkansas, was near Fayetteville. Schofield then fell ill, and command of the army passed to Blunt.

Aware of their dispositions and hoping to defeat the Union forces in detail, Confederate major general Thomas C. Hindman gathered a force of his own at Fort Smith, Arkansas. Meanwhile, he dispatched 2,000 cavalrymen under Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke to screen his main body and harass Blunt. Blunt, however, moved forward with 5,000 men and 30 guns to meet Marmaduke, leading to the Battle of Cane Hill on November 28. Blunt drove Marmaduke back, but he was now further separated from the rest of his army.

On December 3, 1862, Hindman set out with his main body of 11,000 men and 22 guns to attack Blunt. Blunt did not withdraw and instead took up position at Cane Hill and telegraphed Herron, 110 miles distant, for assistance. Herron immediately set out from Springfield with 6,000 reinforcements on a forced march to join Blunt. Hindman learned of Herron’s movement on December 6 and hoped to be able to get between the two Union forces and defeat them in detail, striking Herron first.

Leaving a small force to occupy Blunt, on December 7 Hindman moved with Marmaduke’s cavalry against Herron, then near Prairie Grove. Herron’s superior artillery gradually took out the Confederate guns, forcing the Confederate infantrymen to seek safety on the rear slope of low hills. Herron then ordered an advance, which was met and blunted by a savage attack on three sides by troops under Marmaduke and Brigadier General Francis A. Shoup. Half of the attacking Federals were casualties in a matter of minutes. Hindman then ordered his own forces to advance and break the Union lines, but Herron’s artillery turned them back. Herron then ordered another charge with a view toward protecting his guns, but this was defeated in turn. The Confederates then advanced a second time but were again beaten back.

Hindman was at the point of ordering a third charge when Blunt, who had ordered his men to march to the sound of the guns, came on the field, surprising the Confederates. Fighting continued until dark, when the Confederates, short of food and ammunition and with much of their artillery out of action, withdrew to Van Buren. Union losses in the battle were 1,251 of some 9,200 men engaged; the Confederates lost 1,317 men of 11,000 engaged.

Blunt then pursued Hindman and at the end of the month captured Van Buren, securing both northwestern Arkansas and western Missouri for the Union.
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“The Prayer of the Twenty Millions”

Public letter to President Abraham Lincoln from Horace Greeley written on August 20, 1862. Greeley, the influential Republican editor of the New York Tribune, published his open editorial letter titled “The Prayer of Twenty Millions” to compel the president to abolish slavery and strictly enforce the Confiscation Acts of 1861 and 1862. The letter was so titled because Greeley claimed to speak on behalf of 20 million concerned Northerners. In his editorial, Greeley, a dedicated abolitionist, complained that the Lincoln administration was being “unduly influenced” by the border states, that the Confiscation Acts were “habitually disregarded” by Union generals, and that the inevitable defeat of the Confederacy required the destruction of slavery.

Although sections of the Confiscation Acts forbade the arrest of any Confederate fugitive slave on pain of dismissal from the service, Union major generals Don Carlos Buell and Joseph Hooker had nevertheless allowed slave owners to reclaim fugitives from within Union lines, and Major General Henry W. Halleck had denied fugitive slaves sanctuary and ordered those found in his camp evicted.

Greeley’s letter reached not only the roughly 300,000 readers of the New York Tribune but was also picked up and subsequently printed by many smaller papers as well. Despite Lincoln’s intent to issue the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, which he did a month later on September 22, 1862, following the Union victory at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), he did not approve of Greeley’s demands. “My paramount object in this struggle,” the president replied in an August 22, 1862, editorial of the Washington Chronicle, “is to save the Union, and is not either to save or to destroy slavery.” Clearly, Lincoln’s chief concern was to preserve the Union and defeat the Confederate rebellion; the abolition of slavery was of secondary importance. While Greeley’s letter did not compel Lincoln to issue the Emancipation Proclamation, it certainly aroused and moved many readers. In the end, Lincoln’s shrewd political strategy was to save the proclamation until it could be used with maximum impact against the South and at a time in the war that was most propitious for the North.
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Preble, George Henry

Birth Date: February 25, 1816

Death Date: March 1, 1885

Union naval officer. George Henry Preble, born in Portland, Maine, on February 25, 1816, was the nephew of Commodore Edward Preble, who gained fame during the Barbary Wars. Preble secured a midshipman’s warrant on October 10, 1835, and subsequently served in the frigate United States in the Mediterranean until 1838. He was promoted to passed midshipman on June 22, 1837. Preble circumnavigated the globe as acting lieutenant aboard the sloop St. Louis (1843–1845) and during its visit to China commanded a party of marines and sailors that quelled a riot in Guangzhou (Canton). Preble also took part in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), participating in the captures of Alvarado, Veracruz, and Tuxpan. He was promoted to lieutenant on February 5, 1848. Preble took part in Commodore Matthew Perry’s 1853 expedition to Japan, where Preble had charge of a surveying expedition.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Lieutenant Preble commanded the screw gunboat Katahdin in the West Gulf Blockading Squadron and took part in the passage up the Mississippi River and the capture of New Orleans in April 1862. Promoted to commander on July 16, 1862, he took command of the screw sloop Onieda, charged with blockading Mobile Bay, but was unable to prevent the entrance there on September 4, 1862, of the Confederate raider Florida. Captain John N. Maffitt of the Florida, whose ship resembled a British vessel, had flown British colors; Preble, fearing a repeat of the Trent Affair, had been slow to react and then had first fired three warning shots instead of losing a broadside. As the senior officer on station, Preble was dismissed from the navy on September 20 by Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles for the failure, but subsequent testimony as to the Confederate ship’s superior speed and considerable pressure on his behalf by friends led to Preble’s reinstatement. Ironically, Preble and Maffitt had been close friends before the war.

In a second embarrassing encounter with the Florida, now commanded by Lieutenant Charles N. Morris, Preble was in command of the sailing sloop St. Louis in the Mediterranean and caught up the Florida at Madeira. On February 28, 1863, the Florida outran the far slower Union ship to escape the Portuguese port of Funchal.
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U.S. Navy commander George Henry Preble commanded the blockade of Mobile Bay but was unable to prevent the entrance there of the Confederate commerce raider Florida on September 4, 1862. Dismissed from the navy as a result, Preble was subsequently reinstated. (Archive Photos/Getty Images)

After the war, Preble, now commanding the steamer State of Georgia, rescued 600 passengers from the wrecked American steamship Golden Rule off Panama. Commanding the Boston Navy Yard (1866–1868), he was promoted to captain on January 29, 1867. He then commanded the screw sloop Pensacola until 1870 and was promoted to commodore on November 2, 1871. From 1873 to 1875, he commanded the Philadelphia Navy Yard. He was promoted to rear admiral on September 30, 1876, and commanded the South Pacific Station, after which duty he retired on February 25, 1878.

During his retirement, Preble became an avid writer and a collector of naval documents. He donated his large collection of nautical papers and books to the Navy Department Library before his death in Boston, Massachusetts, on March 1, 1885.
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Prentiss, Benjamin Mayberry

Birth Date: November 23, 1819

Death Date: February 8, 1901

Union officer. Benjamin Mayberry Prentiss was born on November 23, 1819, in Belleville, Virginia (West Virginia). In 1836 his family moved to Missouri and then in 1841 to Quincy, Illinois. There Prentiss joined the Illinois Militia and participated in the Mormon Expulsion (1844–1845). During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Prentiss raised a company of volunteers, was elected its captain, and fought in the Battle of Buena Vista. After the war, Prentiss was a rope manufacturer, a prominent lawyer, and a colonel in the Illinois Militia, and in 1860 he made an unsuccessful bid for election as a Republican to the U.S. House of Representatives.

With the outbreak of the Civil War, Prentiss was commissioned a colonel of the 10th Illinois Infantry Regiment in southern Illinois before being promoted on August 9, 1861, to brigadier general of volunteers, with command in northeastern Missouri. In April 1862 he was selected to command the 6th Division, Army of the Tennessee, under Major General Ulysses S. Grant. Prentiss fought in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), during which he and his men held off repeated Confederate assaults on the so-called Hornet’s Nest, buying valuable time for Grant, before being overrun and captured. After Prentiss was exchanged, he served on the court-martial of Major General Fitz John Porter.

In January 1863, Prentiss assumed command of the District of East Arkansas. He was promoted to major general on March 13, 1863. Prentiss defeated a Confederate attack on Helena, Arkansas (July 4, 1863), giving the Union a third victory to celebrate on Independence Day, along with the surrender of Vicksburg, Mississippi, on July 4, 1863, and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On October 28, 1863, Prentiss resigned to resume his law practice in Quincy, Illinois.

Parlaying his military success, especially at Shiloh where he has often been credited with saving the Army of the Tennessee, and his personal acquaintances with Republican presidents Ulysses S. Grant and James A. Garfield, Prentiss held several federal appointments before becoming postmaster of Bethany, Missouri, a position he held until his death there on February 8, 1901.
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President’s General War Order No. 1

Order issued by President Abraham Lincoln on January 27, 1862, and coauthored by Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton. Lincoln’s primary motive in issuing the order was to motivate Major General George B. McClellan to action. In July 1861, Lincoln had appointed McClellan the principal Union commander in the eastern theater. McClellan had drilled and trained the Army of the Potomac, but as 1861 drew to a close, Lincoln had become flummoxed by McClellan’s failure to mount a major offensive against Confederate forces. And although McClellan had become the Union Army’s general in chief in November 1861, he refused to share his military plans with the Lincoln administration. McClellan distrusted most figures in the Lincoln administration and had come to believe that Lincoln himself could not be trusted with war planning and that his administration could not maintain secrecy. McClellan contracted typhoid fever in the late autumn, which precluded him from meeting with the president at all.

Annoyed by McClellan’s secrecy and inaction, Lincoln called for strategy meetings in Washington in early January 1862, to include some of McClellan’s immediate subordinates. Upon learning of this, McClellan, who was still ill, dragged himself to the meetings, beginning on January 12. Still, he refused to fully divulge his plans and made only vague promises of an advance in Kentucky. After more than two weeks had lapsed with no Union movement, Lincoln had had enough and threw down the gauntlet in the form of his General War Order No. 1 on January 27, 1862.

Lincoln ordered that by February 22, 1862, Union forces were to engage the enemy in northern Virginia, troops would be landed at Fort Monroe in eastern Virginia, and Union forces would go on the offensive in western Virginia, in southern Kentucky, and along the lower Mississippi River. In addition, flotillas located on the Mississippi River and in the Gulf of Mexico were to be in readiness to move into action when so ordered. Four days later on January 31, Lincoln’s issued his Special War Order No. 1. In it he directed McClellan to personally lead the Army of the Potomac in an offensive against Confederate forces at Manassas Junction, Virginia.

McClellan received this order that same day and immediately went to the president to protest. At his request, McClellan was permitted to write out his objections. Lincoln hoped that this might finally get McClellan to put forth a war plan. On February 3, 1862, McClellan submitted a 22-page report to Stanton that first reviewed the events of the previous six months of the war. McClellan then detailed his objections to Lincoln’s plan, which McClellan argued would allow large numbers of Confederates to escape.

As a substitute, McClellan put forth his so-called Urbanna Plan. It called for an advance by water up the Rappahannock River and then a land advance on Richmond from Urbanna. This would provide the shortest path to the seat of the Confederate government. McClellan believed that once Richmond fell, the Confederacy would collapse.

Although few of Lincoln’s objectives in the orders were in fact achieved, he had at least motivated McClellan to action. In the future, McClellan also cooperated more closely with the administration.
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Preston, John Smith

Birth Date: April 20, 1809

Death Date: May 1, 1881

Confederate officer. John Smith Preston was born on April 20, 1809, on an expansive estate in Abingdon, Virginia. He graduated from Hampden-Sydney College in 1824 and then attended law school at the University of Virginia and Harvard. He began a legal practice in Abingdon, but by 1840 he had moved to Columbia, South Carolina. After a brief stint there, he went to Louisiana, where he purchased a sprawling sugar plantation and secured his fortune. A gifted administrator with an obstreperous personality, Preston returned to South Carolina in 1848 and secured a seat in the South Carolina Senate, where he was an avid proponent of states’ rights. He served in the Senate until 1856. By 1860, he was an avid secessionist and was a delegate to the South Carolina Secession Convention.

In February 1861, South Carolina leaders tasked Preston with traveling north to Virginia in an effort to persuade that state to secede. In April 1861 when the war began, he was a volunteer civilian aide-de-camp to Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard. On August 13, Confederate president Jefferson Davis, who deeply admired Preston, appointed him assistant adjutant general at the rank of lieutenant colonel. That October, Preston was dispatched to Charleston, South Carolina, to help muster in troops, an assignment he performed well.

In January 1862, Preston took command of a prison camp in Columbia, South Carolina, and also helped construct a conscription camp nearby the following spring. Although his administrative abilities were unquestioned, he alienated many Confederate officers and was retained largely because of Davis’s support. On April 23, 1863, Preston was advanced to colonel, and in July he became superintendent of the Confederate Conscription Bureau.

Preston ran the bureau effectively and enforced the conscription law dutifully, even though some of his methods were deemed draconian. He was advanced to brigadier general on June 10, 1864, and remained superintendent until the bureau was disbanded in March 1865.

Dejected in the aftermath of the war, from 1865 to 1868 Preston lived in Britain, where he remained an unreconstructed Confederate. He eventually made his way back to Columbia, where he died on May 1, 1881.
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Preston, William

Birth Date: October 16, 1816

Death Date: September 21, 1887

Confederate officer. William Preston was born on October 16, 1816, in Louisville, Kentucky. He received a law degree from Harvard in 1838. Preston then began a legal practice in Louisville. He participated in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a lieutenant colonel of Kentucky volunteers.

Preston served in the Kentucky House of Representatives in 1850 and then in the Kentucky Senate. During 1852–1855 he sat in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Whig. Preston later became a staunch Democrat and served as U.S. minister to Spain (1858–1861).

When the Civil War began, Preston became a colonel and an aide to his brother-in-law, General Albert S. Johnston. Following Johnston’s death in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Preston was granted a brigadier general’s commission on April 14, 1862, and he assumed command of the 3rd Brigade in a division commanded by Major General John C. Breckinridge. Preston saw action in the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30) and the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), and he commanded a division at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863).

In early January 1864, President Jefferson Davis appointed Preston Confederate envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to Austrian archduke Ferdinand Maximilian von of Habsburg, who had agreed to become emperor of Mexico. Davis charged Preston with the task of securing a treaty of mutual assistance and commerce between the Confederacy and Mexico. Preston traveled to Europe by way of Cuba but was unable to establish contacts with Maximilian and returned to southern Texas by way of Matamoros, Mexico, where he served under General E. Kirby Smith until war’s end.

After the war Preston spent time in Mexico, Europe, and Canada before returning to Kentucky and resuming his legal practice. He again served in the commonwealth legislature during 1868–1869. Preston died on September 21, 1887, in Lexington, Kentucky.
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Price, Sterling

Birth Date: September 11, 1809

Death Date: September 29, 1867

Confederate officer. Sterling Price was born in Prince Edward County, Virginia, on September 11, 1809. He attended Hampden-Sydney College (1826–1827), studying under famed Virginia jurist Creed Taylor. Price then traveled to Chariton County, Missouri, where he eventually settled with his wife and children, purchasing several dozen slaves to grow tobacco. He was elected as a colonel of the Chariton County Militia and soon after entered state politics.

Price was elected to the Missouri legislature as a Democrat in 1838 and served three consecutive terms, the last two (1840–1844) as Speaker. In 1844 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. He resigned from Congress following the outbreak of the Mexican-American War in 1846 and was commissioned a colonel of the 2nd Regiment of the Missouri Volunteers. Price did have some prewar combat experience in 1838, when he participated in driving Mormon elements from western Missouri.

Price arrived with his men in Santa Fe, New Mexico, in late September 1846 and assumed command of occupation forces. He suppressed an uprising in 1847 and the following year invaded Chihuahua, capturing the capital city, for which he received promotion to brigadier general of volunteers.
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Confederate major general Sterling Price of Missouri, who had enjoyed victories as a brigadier general in the Mexican-American War, suffered defeats in the Civil War battles of Pea Ridge (March 6, 1862) and Westport (October 23, 1864). (Library of Congress)

Price returned to Missouri and reentered politics, aligning himself with the Missouri proslavery Democratic faction. This resulted in his election to governor in 1853, a post he held until 1857. As governor, he supported the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act, opening the door for the violent struggle between proslavery and antislavery elements vying for control of Kansas. He remained largely inactive regarding the efforts of proslavery Missouri Border Ruffians in Kansas. In March 1861 he presided over the state convention and openly opposed secession. Nonetheless, he remained a proslavery proponent.

In May 1861, Missouri governor Claiborne Jackson appointed Price commander of the Missouri State Guard with the state rank of major general. On August 10, 1861, at the Battle of Wilson Creek (Oak Hill), Price helped defeat the Union army. On September 2, 1861, he routed Union forces at Dry Wood Creek, Missouri, and eventually captured nearby Fort Scott. Price then moved on to capture Lexington, Missouri, along with 3,000 men of its Union garrison. On March 7, 1862, Price and his unit, now under the command of Major General Earl Van Dorn, attacked Union forces at Pea Ridge (Elkhorn) but were ultimately repulsed. After Pea Ridge, Price was commissioned a major general in the Confederate Army.

Price saw action at the Battle of Iuka (September 19, 1862), the Battle of Corinth (October 6–7, 1862), and the Battle of Helena (July 4, 1863) but enjoyed no victories. He then participated in turning back the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864), part of the Red River Campaign (March 12–May 20, 1864). In September 1864 he led his forces into Missouri (Price’s Missouri Raid) in an effort to divert Union attention from the Union army’s march through Georgia. Although his forces were successful early on, they were ultimately defeated at Westport, Missouri, on October 23, 1864, and driven from the state in a series of engagements along the Kansas border.

In April 1865, Price left the United States for Mexico. However, he returned to Missouri in January 1867 and died of cholera on September 29, 1867, in St. Louis.
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Price’s Missouri Raid

Start Date: September 19, 1864

End Date: October 28, 1864

Confederate expedition into Missouri led by Major General Sterling Price. Ordered by the commander of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi Department General Edmund Kirby Smith, Price’s Missouri Raid, also known as Price’s Expedition and Price’s Raid, was the last major effort by the Confederates to try to bring that state into the Confederacy or at least secure a large number of recruits for the Confederate cause. The Confederates also hoped to impact the upcoming U.S. presidential election, denying Abraham Lincoln a second term. Finally, Smith hoped to divert resources from Union efforts elsewhere. Price’s ambitious goals included the capture of St. Louis, with its stocks of war supplies, and an attack across the Mississippi River into Illinois. He also expected to secure war matériel for Confederate forces. While the operation had its successes, it ended in a major failure.

Departing Camden, Arkansas, on August 28, 1864, and proceeding north, Price added additional units on August 29 and September 13. His combined force entered Missouri on September 19. Price’s Army of Missouri numbered approximately 12,000 men and 14 guns. It was essentially a cavalry force but was indifferently armed, clothed, and equipped. Many of his men were former deserters. The army consisted of three divisions, under Major General James F. Fagan and Brigadier Generals John S. Marmaduke and Joseph O. “Jo” Shelby. Price moved quickly into southeastern Missouri, with St. Louis as his first and primary objective.

Although there was skirmishing almost every day throughout the expedition, the first significant clash did not occur until September 27 in the Battle of Pilot Knob, also known as the Battle of Fort Davidson, when a much smaller Union force of approximately 1,500 troops under Brigadier General Thomas Ewing Jr. held off more than 8,500 of Price’s men and then escaped with the garrison that night. Union losses totaled 213, while the Confederates suffered 800–1,000 casualties. The battle also slowed Price’s advance to St. Louis, giving Union forces time to concentrate and reinforce there.

With St. Louis now too strong to take, Price turned his army westward, hoping to take the state capital of Jefferson City, the capture of which would be a major psychological blow for the Union. Strong Union defenses there made this untenable as well, so Price again changed his objective and continued north and west through Boonville to Glasgow, where a detachment of his men forced the surrender of a small Union force on October 15.

Meanwhile, the Union commander of the Department of Missouri, Major General William S. Rosecrans, and the commander of the Department of Kansas, Major General Samuel R. Curtis, had responded in force to the Confederate raid. Forces under Major General James Blunt, who was sent forward by Curtis, slowed but could not stop Price in the Second Battle of Lexington (October 19) and the Battle of the Little Blue River (October 21). Price enjoyed moderate success in an engagement at Bryan’s Ford on the Big Blue River (October 22), forcing the Federals back to Westport (today part of Kansas City).

These relatively small clashes led to the Battle of Westport, the largest military engagement west of the Mississippi. Sometimes known as “the Gettysburg of the West,” it saw as many as 30,000 men engaged. Fought on October 23 between Price’s Confederate Army of the Missouri and Curtis’s Union Army of the Border along with Union major general Alfred Pleasonton’s Provisional Cavalry Division of the Department of the Missouri, it saw repeated Confederate charges on the Union lines during a four-hour span, with the attackers rebuffed. Each side suffered about 1,500 casualties, but with Pleasonton having crossed the Big Blue River at Bryan’s Ford, Price had no option but to withdraw. With Price now outnumbered some 40,000–45,000 to only 9,000 and with the Union forces closing in from different directions, Price was forced into a long retreat south along the Missouri-Kansas border area, bringing along the wagons filled with captured supplies desperately needed by Confederate forces.

Pleasonton pursued, hoping to catch Price before he could reach safety in Confederate territory in Arkansas. A series of engagements followed, including three battles on one day alone, October 25, across the state line in Kansas: the Battle of the Marais de Cygnes River, the Battle of Mine Creek, and the Battle of the Little Osage River. Price, meanwhile, defended river crossings by the wagon train. As a result of these engagements, Price lost perhaps half his wagons, a number of his guns, and hundreds of men captured.

Veering slightly east back into Missouri, Price continued his southern movement. Price’s campaign effectively ended in fighting at Newtonia, Missouri, on October 28 with what was a tactical draw, after which Price reached Confederate territory. In slightly more than a month, Price had covered some 1,435 miles in what was arguably the longest raid of the war. He had engaged Union forces on 43 separate occasions, but the small quantity of supplies secured was no compensation for the loss of nearly half his command. The outcome of the expedition strengthened Lincoln’s hand in the November presidential election, solidified Union control of Missouri, and marked the end of major Confederate campaigns west of the Mississippi River, although sporadic guerrilla engagements continued until the end of the war in 1865.
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Prigg v. Pennsylvania

U.S. Supreme Court case decided in 1842 that was the first to address the fugitive slave clause in Article 4 of the U.S. Constitution. Prigg v. Pennsylvania (41 U.S. 539, 1842) affirmed the constitutional right of slaveholders under the clause to recapture fugitive slaves who had escaped to another state. In Prigg, the Court accordingly ruled that an 1826 Pennsylvania statute was an abrogation of this unfettered right and thus was unconstitutional because it required the issuance of a state certificate prior to the removal of fugitive slaves from Pennsylvania.

In 1837 a slave catcher, Edward Prigg, seized an alleged fugitive slave, Margaret Morgan, and her children in Pennsylvania and returned them to Maryland without first obtaining a state certificate pursuant to the 1826 Pennsylvania law. Prigg was subsequently found guilty of kidnapping and failure to comply with the state law. He then appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. Justice Joseph Story delivered the opinion of the Court. Although an antislavery advocate, Story also fervently believed in a stable and strong union. In his Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States, published in 1833 in the midst of the Nullification Crisis in the South, Story had attempted to restitch the then-fraying remnants of the union tapestry and mollify southern passions by asserting the North’s recognition of the South’s interest in slavery through its gift of the fugitive slave clause in the Constitution. Prigg provided the New Englander an opportunity a decade later to more vigorously stress the need for a strong union, albeit at the expense of his antislavery sentiment.

Justice Story first set the stage in Prigg by shifting his earlier argument in the Commentaries from the idea of the fugitive slave clause as a goodwill gift to one of necessity for adoption of the Constitution. This shift from gift to a mandate essential for the Constitution’s approval provided him cover to assert in Prigg the constitutionality of the fugitive slave clause. According to Story, the intent of the framers brokered no other result, leaving the Court little wiggle room. Although the other justices wrote separate opinions, the majority of the Court concluded that a slaveholder had a constitutional right to remove his runaway slaves from another state as long as no breach of the peace occurred. Furthermore, the Court ruled that Congress possessed exclusive jurisdiction in regulating slave recapture procedures through the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793. Story also asserted that although state magistrates should enforce the provisions of this act, they were not required to do so because the states, not the federal government, paid their salaries. Thus, the Pennsylvania statute was ruled unconstitutional, and Prigg’s conviction in the lower court was reversed.

Northern states would later seize on the short portion of Story’s opinion relating to the states’ obligations under the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793 to justify legislation prohibiting state officials from enforcing its provisions. This compilation of state legislation, coupled with the failure of the Court in Prigg to address the constitutionality of the act itself and the lingering question of what to do with the capture and removal of free African Americans from another state by slaveholders, further muddied the legal and political waters over the issue of slavery in antebellum America and eventually led to the act’s replacement with the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850.
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Prince, Henry

Birth Date: June 19, 1811

Death Date: August 19, 1892

Union officer. Henry Prince was born on June 19, 1811, in Eastport, Maine. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1835 and was commissioned a second lieutenant and was assigned to the 4th U.S. Infantry Regiment. The following year, he was severely wounded in Florida during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). After duty in the West, he participated in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), during which he was brevetted captain for the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco. At the Battle of Molino del Rey (September 8, 1847), Prince was again seriously wounded and was granted a three-year furlough to recover. Beginning in 1850, he saw duty along the western frontier, was a paymaster, and served in several staff capacities, rising steadily to major in 1855. Prince had suffered permanent injuries, however, and was in almost constant pain.

On April 28, 1862, Prince was appointed brigadier general of volunteers. On July 16, he was given charge of the 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, II Corps, Army of Virginia, which saw action at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862). Prince was taken prisoner there but was released in December 1862. He then served for several months in North Carolina. In early July 1863 in the aftermath of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Prince assumed command of the 2nd Division, III Corps, Army of the Potomac. He commanded the 2nd Division during the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863), but his poor performance during the latter led to his loss of a field command at year’s end.

Prince then held a series of garrison commands. On March 13, 1865, he was brevetted brigadier general of regulars in recognition of his long service to the army. Prince mustered out of the volunteers on April 30, 1866, to resume duties as paymaster. On March 3, 1877, he was promoted to lieutenant colonel. He retired on December 31, 1879. Depressed over his steadily failing health, Prince committed suicide in a hotel room in London, England, on August 19, 1892.
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Prisoner Exchanges

Process by which prisoners were returned to their respective military establishments. During the Civil War, more than 674,000 men were taken prisoner by both sides. Of that number, approximately 264,000 were paroled and released on the battlefield, with the balance spending time in a prisoner-of-war compound. Both sides sought the release of their captives through exchanges, and the system functioned relatively well for the first two years of the war but collapsed when each side violated both the spirit and letter of the agreements. This breakdown forced tens of thousands of detainees to remain in prison, and more than 56,000 of them did not survive the war.

Previous American conflicts had all involved at least some prison and exchange operations. In the Revolutionary War, Americans completed a series of major exchanges with the British and devised a rank equivalency table to allow different ranks to be achieved through composition. During the War of 1812, an exchange cartel for prisoners, with a better equivalency table, allowed for continual exchanges during the conflict. In the Mexican-American War there were fewer captives, but a series of small exchange agreements had freed captured U.S. personnel.

During the second half of 1861 as the Civil War expanded and intensified, both sides had reasons to pursue prisoner exchanges. Confederate leaders, including President Jefferson Davis, believed—wrongly as it turned out—that formal recognition of the Confederacy would be implied through negotiations with the Union over prisoner exchanges. Also, the badly outnumbered Confederates needed the veteran troops who had been captured, and the Confederacy had almost no excess supplies to feed enemy detainees held in captivity. On the other hand, Union leaders hoped to regain their captured men and expected to secure more from a general exchange, because the Confederacy typically held more prisoners during the first two years of the war. However, some Union officials held that Confederate forces were guilty of treason, and this stance retarded progress toward a general exchange.

In February 1862, Union major general John E. Wool and Confederate brigadier general Howell Cobb met to discuss prisoner exchanges. The negotiations were quick, the agreement was simple, and in theory all prisoners were soon headed home. Cobb returned to Norfolk and reported his success, and the Confederacy immediately began forwarding detainees for exchange. However, that same month Union troops under Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant captured Fort Donelson, Tennessee, and its 15,000 defenders. For the first time the Union held a surplus of prisoners, and Secretary of State Edwin M. Stanton dreaded returning able veterans to the enemy in time for the spring campaigning. He thus ordered Wool to inform Cobb that the Union would retain surplus prisoners, who might otherwise fill noncombat roles in the South and free other soldiers for frontline service.

In June 1862 negotiators met again, hoping to create an ongoing cartel. The Union dispatched Major General John A. Dix to meet Confederate representative Major General D. H. Hill. On July 22, 1862, the Dix-Hill Cartel formally commenced a new exchange system. The agreement possessed six simple articles that ensured that all prisoners could be exchanged, rank for rank or through equivalency. All captives were to be paroled within 10 days of capture and promptly delivered to a predetermined exchange point. Parolees would thus return to their own lines to await exchange, a process that might require several weeks of communications. These parolees were not to serve any military function while on parole, eliminating the fear that a surplus of parolees would alter the battlefield balance.

The Dix-Hill Cartel functioned relatively well for almost a year, allowing tens of thousands of parolees to return home. In mid-1863 a new issue arose, however, that involved how Confederate authorities would treat African American prisoners. The enlistment of black Union regiments had horrified Southern leaders, who threatened to try and execute white officers of black units. Because President Abraham Lincoln demanded equal treatment of all Union troops, the exchanges halted temporarily. The balance of captives permanently shifted on July 4, 1863, with the surrender of Vicksburg’s 30,000 defenders.

Major General Grant paroled the Vicksburg captives, but even if every Union parolee in the North were exchanged, the Confederacy would still owe the equivalent of 33,600 privates. The Confederate armies desperately needed troops, and Confederate exchange commissioner Robert Ould argued that the Union had dismissed paroled troops to avoid exchanging them. To rectify this imbalance, Ould declared the Vicksburg troops exchanged. Union major general Benjamin Butler, Ould’s counterpart, now declared the cartel entirely annulled. By the autumn of 1863, the Union had largely decided against further exchanges. Grant believed that such swaps sent healthy Confederates back to the field in exchange for half-starved Union troops incapable of service. While individual prisoners were still exchanged and field commanders occasionally chose to parole surrendering enemies rather than undertaking the burden of holding them, exchanges virtually ceased for the last 20 months of the war.
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Prisoners of War

During the Civil War, more than 674,000 prisoners of war (POWs) were captured by both sides. More than 400,000 of them spent time in a prison enclosure, and 56,000 did not survive captivity to return home. The mortality rate, nearly 15 percent for all POWs held captive, was higher than the battlefield mortality rate of the war, demonstrating that in some fashion surrender was a more dangerous option than fighting. The high death rates were due chiefly to overcrowding, disease, poor food, substandard sanitation, and a lack of supplies.

When the war commenced in 1861, neither side expected to face a protracted conflict involving millions of soldiers. As such, neither side entered the war with plans to hold, feed, clothe, and sustain tens of thousands of POWs. Previous American experience with POW affairs was relatively scant, and little institutional memory of detainment operations remained in the U.S. Army. Although Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott, the Union Army general in chief, had spent time as a POW during the War of 1812, he devoted little attention to the subject before relinquishing his post in November 1861.

As the war quickly expanded, so did the number and needs of POWs, particularly in the eastern theater. Union detainees taken by the Confederates were sent to Richmond, quickly filling the local jail there. The provost marshal of Richmond, Brigadier General John H. Winder, quickly ordered the conversion of tobacco warehouses and factories into rudimentary holding facilities. More permanent camps soon appeared on Belle Isle in the James River, where it was assumed that the prisoners could be more easily isolated from the populace. Confederates captured by the Union reported to existing federal fortifications along the East Coast, most commonly Fort Delaware, Fort McHenry, and Point Lookout, Maryland. Colonel William C. Hoffman, himself a POW on parole and awaiting exchange, assumed the role of commissary general of prisoners.

Estimated Prisoners of War during the Civil War






	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Total prisoners
	211,411
	462,634



	Paroled
	  16,668
	247,769



	Died in captivity
	  30,218
	  25,976



	Mortality rate
	   15.5%
	   12.1%




Even as the number of prisoners grew, both sides expected to resolve the problem through prisoner exchanges. The Confederacy held a surplus of prisoners in 1861 and believed that an exchange agreement would convey legitimacy to their cause by recognizing their right to negotiate as an equal power. President Abraham Lincoln was loath to provide such recognition, but he understood the need to redeem Union captives. In February 1862 negotiators agreed to a general exchange, using a rank equivalency table from 1813 allowing detainees of different ranks to be exchanged.

In June 1862 exchanges formally commenced, allowing each side to reduce the overcrowded facilities. The system allowed POWs to be exchanged from all branches of service, including privateers. All captives were to be paroled and forwarded to their own lines within 10 days of capture. Surplus prisoners were then held out of service by their own forces to await exchange. Although the system was imperfect, it functioned fairly well, and by the end of the year the prison compounds had virtually emptied.

At the end of 1862, the Union commenced enlistment of African American soldiers. Confederate president Jefferson Davis, fearing the possibility of a slave revolt, announced that white officers commanding black troops could be tried for inciting a servile insurrection. Lincoln threatened retaliation against Confederate prisoners for the mistreatment of any Union soldiers. The exchange cartel soon collapsed, and the number of detainees rapidly rose.

The Confederate advantage in prisoners captured ended in 1863. When Vicksburg surrendered in July 1863, Major General Ulysses S. Grant paroled its 30,000 defenders and sent them home to await exchange. The South did not possess sufficient captives for exchange but claimed that the Union had already received a surplus of parolees. After substantial debate, Confederate exchange commissioner Robert Ould unilaterally declared the Vicksburg captives exchanged. His Union counterpart, Major General Benjamin Butler, declared the cartel annulled, ensuring that the remaining and subsequent captives would languish in captivity for the rest of the war.
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Prisoners of war, Union as well as Confederate, often had to undergo terrible conditions. Union private Jackson O. Broshears, shown here on his release in May 1864, went from 185 to only 109 pounds in little more than three months in Confederate hands. (Library of Congress)

The horrors of captivity associated with Civil War prison camps did not become manifest until 1864, when prison compounds became dangerously overcrowded and exchanges ceased. New facilities could not be completed before detainees began arriving, and supplies of food, clothing, and medicine were inadequate. On both sides, the detainment camps became disease-ridden and filthy, with some of the locations, such as Camp Sumter (Andersonville), Georgia, and Elmira, New York, suffering mortality rates of more than 30 percent. The largest contributor to POWs’ misery was not a deliberate policy of mistreatment but rather a military and political system overwhelmed by the demands of the conflict. Detainees remained a low priority for each government, with both struggling to keep field armies supplied and functional. The needs of prisoners simply faded in the face of more pressing concerns. By the time the plight of captives had become well known, the war had nearly ended.
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Prisons, Confederate

During the Civil War, Confederate troops captured more than 211,000 Union prisoners of war. Fewer than 17,000 were paroled on the battlefield, leaving nearly 195,000 in captivity. More than 30,000 perished in Confederate prison facilities, for a mortality rate of more than 15.5 percent, compared to the Union mortality rate for Confederate prisoners of 12 percent.

Confederate leaders believed that the rebellion would require only a few skirmishes to demonstrate the seriousness of secession, and thus they did not foresee the capture and custody of so many enemy troops. The need to create a government from scratch and recruit, train, and supply an army, in addition to preparing to defend an enormous geographic region, soon overwhelmed the fledgling Confederacy. It is thus unsurprising that the need to prepare for captives remained a low priority at the outset of the conflict.

Although the first battles created an influx of prisoners, they were easily housed in the vicinity of the capital at Richmond. The Confederate provost marshal of Richmond, Brigadier General John H. Winder, became the de facto commissary general of prisoners, although he was not formally appointed to the post until late 1864. Winder initially ordered tobacco warehouses converted to prison compounds in the belief that the Union troops would soon be exchanged. However, exchange negotiations took longer than expected, and Winder began ordering detainees sent into captivity in other locations throughout the Southern states. Even when the prisoner exchange system began to function in 1862, Union prisoners sent for exchange were all routed through Richmond, ensuring that the city’s detention facilities would remain almost constantly at or above capacity.

[image: image]

Castle Thunder, a former tobacco warehouse turned Confederate prison, in Richmond, Virginia, in 1865. Castle Thunder housed civilian prisoners, including Union spies and those charged with treason against the Confederacy. It had a well-deserved reputation for brutality. (Library of Congress)

In 1863 the exchange system effectively collapsed, largely due to accusations by each side that the other was attempting to cheat the system. Richmond’s prison compounds, already too full, could not hold all of the incoming prisoners, and so Winder sought permission to construct new facilities well behind the front lines. He believed that the supply situation for prisons would be mitigated if prisoners lived near supplies of food. Construction of compounds commenced slowly, allowing Winder to relieve some of the pressure on the Richmond facilities.

Many of the new sites were poor locations, however, distant from rail lines and away from useful resources, including potable water. Many of the camps were opened before shelters could be constructed; thus, prisoners often were placed into empty stockades with poor water supplies and no construction materials. Department commanders began forwarding thousands of prisoners to these makeshift facilities, packing the stockades with new detainees. Disease and malnutrition soon spread throughout the camps. The most notorious Confederate facility, Andersonville Prison (Camp Sumter), opened in February 1864 in west-central Georgia. Its compound, designed for up to 10,000 detainees, soon held more than 30,000. More than 100 prisoners died daily in the torrid summer months, resulting in nearly 13,000 dead at the camp in less than 11 months of operation.

After the war, contemporary politicians and later historians alleged that Confederate authorities had deliberately mistreated their captives. The commandant of Andersonville, Major Heinrich (Henry) Wirz, was tried, convicted, and executed for the deaths of prisoners in his charge in what is regarded as the first modern war crimes trial. In reality, the Confederate system, as awful as it was, reflected the general inability of the political and military leaders to create a supply system capable of maintaining their own forces, much less Union captives. The unfortunate Union prisoners were more victims of circumstance than a planned policy of torment.
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Prisons, U.S.

During the Civil War, Union forces captured more than 460,000 Confederate military prisoners. More than half were paroled on the battlefield, but approximately 215,000 were sent into captivity in various Union compounds. Nearly 26,000 Confederate soldiers died in captivity, an overall mortality rate of approximately 12 percent.

Union officials initially expected the war to be a relatively short conflict. Therefore, they made inadequate preparations for the confinement and maintenance of enemy captives. Those who had expected large numbers of detainees believed that an exchange or parole system would be devised, obviating the need for an extensive prison system. Thus, the early Union prisons were primarily in the eastern theater, and many were converted state civil prison facilities ill-suited for holding military captives.

Colonel William C. Hoffman served as the Union commissary general of prisoners. His relatively low rank belied the enormity of his task and greatly hampered his efforts to obtain assistance from higher-ranking field and department commanders. Even when he conveyed the urgent need for space, shelter, and sustenance of his charges, his pleas went largely unheeded. His problems were greatly compounded in 1863 when the crude but functional prisoner exchange system collapsed. That same year, major offensives by Union forces increased the number of enemy prisoners by thousands per month.
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The Old Capitol Prison in Washington, D.C. Many of those arrested following the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln were held here. The building was subsequently sold and razed, and the Supreme Court building now occupies the site. (National Archives)

Hoffman resorted to improvisation, converting recruitment and training camps into prison compounds, which soon became massively overcrowded. The dense prisoner populations soon triggered disease outbreaks, a situation exacerbated by poorly functioning supply systems and a lack of proper hygiene among the captives. By 1864, reports of even worse conditions in Confederate prisons eroded what little compassion remained toward enemy prisoners. Hoffman ordered retaliatory reductions in the rations and medical supplies sent to each camp, allowing the mortality rate to quickly climb.

Both contemporary observers and historians have accused Union officials of deliberately mistreating their captives. Occasional recruitment of Confederate prisoners, offering them the opportunity to escape the camps in exchange for frontier service in the West, provides one possible explanation for the poor treatment of Confederate detainees. Approximately 6,000 Confederates (so-called Galvanized Yankees) chose to take the oath of allegiance and don a Union uniform, and most remained on frontier duty for the rest of the war.

In reality, it is unlikely that Union political and military leaders sought to mistreat the prisoners. They were simply overwhelmed by the demands of coordinating the largest war in the nation’s history and spared little time or effort worrying about the welfare of an enemy whom many considered treasonous American citizens. While the mortality rate in the Union camps was high, it was not considered scandalous at the time and only became so in the decades after the war ended. In short, there is little evidence of intentional mistreatment of Confederate prisoners; rather, they were largely victims of bureaucratic inefficiency, strained logistics, and an inability to predict the future course of the conflict.
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Privateers

Privately owned vessels sailing under special commissions issued by their governments in time of war that authorized them to capture ships of an enemy power, be they warships or merchant vessels. Privateering was not new to the United States. A great many privateers had taken to the seas during both the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812.

On April 17, 1861, two days after President Abraham Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteers in the wake of the attack on Fort Sumter, Confederate president Jefferson Davis and Secretary of State Robert Toombs issued a statement accusing Lincoln of planning to invade the Confederacy. They invited applications from Confederate citizens for letters of marque and reprisal. The Confederate Congress then passed a bill recognizing a state of war with the United States and establishing regulations for “letters of marque, prizes, and prize goods” similar to those employed by the United States during the War of 1812. Davis signed the bill into law on May 6.

Davis and other Southern leaders believed that privateering was legally justified, because alone among major powers, the United States and Spain had failed to ratify the 1856 Declaration of Paris, the signatories of which foreswore the employment of privateers. Privateering seemed a natural recourse for a nation without a navy and thus dependent upon private assistance. In retaliation, on April 19 Lincoln proclaimed a blockade of the Confederate coasts and warned that privateers would be subject to the U.S. laws against piracy.

Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory had little confidence in privateers, but even modest success would force up insurance rates in the North and adversely affect the business sector. Also, even a few such vessels would oblige the U.S. Navy to shift warships from the blockade to hunt privateers. Mallory was strongly in favor of commerce raiding, but he wanted national cruisers, which were not available at the start of the conflict.

Lincoln’s threat did not deter applications for letters of marque, with the first coming on the day after Davis’s invitation. On May 10, the same day that the regulations were published, the government granted the first commission, to the 30-ton schooner Triton of Brunswick, Georgia. One of the smallest privateers, it was armed with a single 6-pounder and had a crew of 20 men. The largest of the Confederate privateers, the 1,644-ton steamer Phenix, was fitted out in Wilmington, North Carolina, at the end of May. It mounted seven guns and had a crew of 243. Although by midsummer letters of marque and reprisal had been issued to ships in most of the major Confederate ports, the chief venues remained Charleston and New Orleans. In all, the Confederacy issued letters of marque for 52 privateers.

The few Confederate privateers that made it to sea in May found easy hunting. The first success came on May 16, when the 509-ton Calhoun of New Orleans with five guns captured the 290-ton Union merchant bark Ocean Eagle from Maine off the mouth of the Mississippi. During the next two weeks, the Calhoun took five other Union ships, three of them whalers. Two other New Orleans privateers, the steamers Music and V. H. Ivy, captured four Union ships.

The arrival off the Mississippi of the powerful U.S. Navy screw sloop Brooklyn at the end of May soon put an end to privateering from the Crescent City. Although such activity at New Orleans was short-lived, privateering was just reaching its heyday along the Atlantic coast. Typical of the Atlantic coast privateers was the fast schooner Savannah of 53 tons with a crew of 20 men and armed with a single short 18-pounder of War of 1812 vintage turned into a rifled gun, as well as an array of muskets, pistols, and cutlasses. On June 3, the Savannah captured the merchant brig Joseph of Philadelphia, the first prize taken by a Charleston privateer. Toward evening that same day, the crew spotted another sail and ran to it, but the vessel in question turned out to be the U.S. Navy brig Perry, mounting six 32-pounders. Hopelessly outclassed, the Savannah struck after a 20-minute fight. Sailed to New York, it was there condemned and sold.

The crew of the Savannah became something of a cause célèbre. Branded as “pirates” by the Northern press and the U.S. government, the men were brought to trial and, under public pressure, were threatened with the death penalty. President Davis then issued a statement to the effect that if they were executed, he would hang Union officers on a one-for-one basis. For whatever reason, the U.S. government soon backed down. In February 1862, Washington decided that captured privateersmen would be treated as prisoners of war and moved from jails to military prisons.

Union warships soon ran down the remaining Confederate privateers. Some were taken at sea, while others succumbed to cutting-out operations in which Union forces went into a harbor and seized the ship by storm. Still others fell prey to natural causes. Privateers were in fact not much used in the war. The decision of the British government, copied by the other maritime powers, to ban privateer prizes from British ports dealt a death blow to Confederate privateering. The increasing effectiveness of the Union blockade rendered it more difficult to send prizes to the South, and more and more of the prizes were recaptured. Subsequently, many privateer vessels were simply converted into blockade-runners. Two of the most unusual Confederate privateers were at New Orleans: the ironclad ram Manassas and the submarine Pioneer. The Confederate war against Union commerce was nonetheless carried on with considerable effectiveness by Mallory’s regularly commissioned naval warships.
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The Confederate privateer The Savannah. Armed with a single shot, short rifled gun, on June 3, 1861, it made the first privateer capture of the war but was that same evening taken by a Union warship. (Library of Congress)

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Davis, Jefferson Finis; Great Britain; Lincoln, Abraham; Mallory, Stephen Russell; Navy, Confederate; Toombs, Robert Augustus

Further Reading

Robinson, William Morrison, Jr. The Confederate Privateers. 1928; reprint, Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1990.

Tucker, Spencer C. A Naval History of the Civil War. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2006.

_______________________

Prize Cases

U.S. Supreme Court case decided on March 10, 1863, upholding President Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation of blockade against Confederate ports shortly after the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861. The case involved two Confederate merchant ships, one Mexican vessel, and one British ship. They were captured separately by Union warships at different ports and brought in for adjudication in a federal prize court. All four ships were condemned, with their cargoes, under the proclamation of blockade. The vessels and cargoes were sold at public auction, and the proceeds of the sales were held in the registry of the courts for the benefit of the Union government and the crews of the captors, as provided by law.

All of the owners contested the validity of the blockade proclamation and appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. Because the issues were identical, the four cases were consolidated for argument in a single proceeding generally known as the Prize Cases.

Upholding the blockade—the principal purpose of which was to prevent the exchange of Southern cotton for foreign weapons and other supplies much needed by the Confederacy—was of enormous importance to the Union. A secondary but critical issue was the delicate matter of the Court’s perception of the status of the Confederacy.

Blockade is an act of war, and the Lincoln administration needed the Court to recognize that war actually existed without implying the independent sovereignty of the Confederacy. A different conclusion might have justified the British and French, both of whom badly needed Southern cotton for their textile mills, in recognizing and dealing with the Confederacy as an independent nation. This would have placed Lincoln under great pressure to consider proposals for a negotiated peace.

Although Southern-born justices led the Supreme Court, it decided the Prize Cases in Lincoln’s favor on both issues by a vote of 5 to 4. Most historians attribute this narrow victory to the persuasive gifts of Richard Henry Dana Jr., U.S. attorney for the District of Massachusetts (and author of Two Years before the Mast), who was the principal advocate for the captors.

Officially, the cases are known by the names of the four ships: the Amy Warwick, Crenshaw, Hiawatha and Brilliante.
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Protectionism

The use of high tariffs (taxes on imported goods) to protect domestic industries from foreign competition. Treasury Secretary Alexander Hamilton instituted America’s first protectionist trade policy in the 1790s to prevent cheaper English imports from smothering infant American industries. Hamilton spoke for northern manufacturing interests who believed that the nation’s economic future depended on industrial development. Southern planters, however, generally opposed burdensome tariffs as a tax on one class—consumers—for the benefit of another.

Tariff rates decreased under President Thomas Jefferson but increased again after the War of 1812. The balance tipped against protectionism during the Democrat ascendency of the Jacksonian era. Although the protariff Whigs remained politically competitive, they could not reinstate the protectionist policies called for in Henry Clay’s American System. In contrast to protectionism, the Walker Tariff of 1846 reduced rates, establishing a tariff for revenue purposes only. Additional cuts in 1857 reduced import duties even further.

In 1860 the Republican Party campaigned on increasing tariff rates, and their presidential candidate, Abraham Lincoln, was a devout adherent to Henry Clay’s economic nationalist and protectionist philosophy. The Republican stance on the tariff issue further alienated Southerners, who opposed protectionism and helped ensure that the Republican ticket would fare poorly in the South during the November 1860 elections. Republicans implemented a moderate tariff rate increase in March 1861 to offset the growing federal debt caused by the financial panic of 1857. The U.S. government enacted additional rate increases in August and December 1861 in response to wartime revenue needs.

In 1862 Congress passed the Morrill rates, which further increased the tariff rates on imports. With virtually no Southerners to represent the agrarian opposition in Congress and with Northern Democrats scrambling to protect industries in their own districts, the rate increase passed handily. Although considered a war measure, the new tariff contributed little to paying the massive cost of the war. Combined with the Homestead Act and Transcontinental Railroad subsidies, the Morrill Act marked the fulfillment of a Whig-inspired Republican economic agenda promised in the 1860 party platform. Further demands for revenue led to another increase in 1864, effectively doubling the 1857 rates.

In successfully tying protectionism to patriotism and fiscal solvency, the Civil War Morrill Acts ushered in a period of high rates on imports that lasted for decades.

GREGORY J. DEHLER
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Protestant Revivals

Religious renewal movements that frequently took hold among soldiers during the Civil War. In the years between 1800 and 1861, Protestant revivalism had been branded the Second Great Awakening, and it became a distinct social as well as religious ritual. Flowing from and coupled with these revivals was a strong commitment to social reform addressing many subjects, among them slavery and abolition. Religious sentiments and impulses continued into the war years on the home fronts and in the armies. Religious motivations and convictions were strong among Union and Confederate troops, as they provided a source of meaning and comfort for understanding the hardships and tragedies of the war. A yearning for religious symbolism as well as divine assistance and favor was routinely invoked by chaplains and commanders during the war.

As soldiers from both sides went into winter camps and experienced a slower operational pace, religious revivals among Protestant soldiers erupted during the winters of 1862–1863 and 1864–1865. While there was certainly strong religious commitment by Jewish and Roman Catholic soldiers, the revivals were distinctly Protestant. Evening meetings of prayer, preaching, and singing led by chaplains, visiting clergy, and soldiers within the ranks provided spiritual renewal and alternatives to the vices and hardships of camp life and military service. When cold weather prohibited outdoor services, log chapels were often built to provide physical and spiritual refuge.

The revival spirit encompassed both enlisted men and officers, including Confederate general Robert E. Lee and Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. Revivals were more prominent among Confederates and were especially strong in the Army of Northern Virginia and the Army of Tennessee. In the North, the United States Christian Commission was especially prominent in providing religious, social, and recreational services to troops, often coordinating efforts with the medical services of the U.S. Sanitary Commission.

One significant outcome of the revivals in the South was the strengthening of the resolve to continue the war. By providing religious justification for participation in the war effort and bolstering the morale of the individual soldier, the revivals prolonged the will to fight.
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Provisional Army of the Confederate States

Confederate military organization consisting chiefly of militia units and volunteers and designed to be a temporary force that would be dissolved at the end of hostilities. The Provisional Confederate Congress authorized the Provisional Army of the Confederate States on February 28, 1861, which began organizing on April 27, 1861. The Provisional Army was designed as a separate entity from the Army of the Confederate States (regular army), which was authorized at a maximum strength of 15,000 men, although that number was never achieved during the Civil War. The regular army was designed to be controlled solely by the central government and would become the Confederacy’s only army once hostilities ceased. Almost all of the Confederacy’s highest-ranking officers belonged to the regular army, mainly to avoid being outranked by militia officers or volunteers.

The vast majority of Confederate militiamen and volunteers joined the Provisional Army, in which officers could normally attain a higher rank in a shorter period of time. The Provisional Army was a clear nod to states’ rights, as the individual states were supposed to have control over its recruitment, organization, supply, and maintenance as well as the appointment of officers. When it was first formed, the Provisional Army included militiamen who enlisted for 12-month terms; as the war went on, however, it included hundreds of thousands of volunteers from every Confederate state as well as loyal slave states such as Kentucky, Maryland, and Missouri.

In May 1861, the Confederate government was empowered to incorporate volunteer units into the Provisional Army without states’ consent, appoint field officers, and organize men into units at the brigade level and higher. Richmond gradually asserted more control over the Provisional Army, and it became largely responsible for recruitment and organization. This increased centralization and the small size of the regular army ensured that the Provisional Army became the Confederacy’s principal combat force, much as the U.S. Volunteers did for the Union.
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Pryor, Roger Atkinson

Birth Date: July 19, 1828

Death Date: March 14, 1919

Confederate officer. Roger Atkinson Pryor was born on July 19, 1828, near Petersburg, Virginia. He graduated from Hampden-Sydney College in 1845 and studied law at the University of Virginia before being admitted to the Virginia bar in 1849. After briefly practicing law, he became involved in journalism, serving on the editorial staffs of the Washington Union and the Richmond Enquirer. In 1854 Pryor was appointed special U.S. envoy to Greece. Returning to America soon thereafter, he established the South, a secessionist daily newspaper, and wrote for another paper, the States. In 1859 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, in which he backed secession and served until 1861.

Following President Lincoln’s inauguration, Pryor went to Charleston, where he served as a volunteer on Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard’s staff and was present during the bombardment of Fort Sumter. Pryor was elected to the Confederate Provisional Congress but declined in favor of entering the military. Commissioned a colonel, he assumed command of the 3rd Virginia Infantry. Elected to the First Confederate Congress, he briefly retained his seat while still serving in the field. Pryor was promoted to brigadier general on April 16, 1862, and led a brigade in the Army of Northern Virginia during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (July 29–30, 1862), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862).

Although Pryor seems to have performed well, his brigade was broken up, and he was assigned a lackluster command in southern Virginia, from which he was ousted in March 1863. Clearly unwanted and without a field command, Pryor resigned his commission on August 18, 1863. That same month, he volunteered as a private to scout for Major General Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry. Pryor was captured while performing scouting duty on November 27, 1864, and was confined at Fort Lafayette until the spring of 1865.

Following the war, Pryor moved to New York, where he wrote for the Daily News until 1866. He then established a law practice in the city. In 1890 Pryor was appointed to the New York Court of Common Pleas, and in 1896 he was appointed to the New York Supreme Court, a post he held until his mandatory retirement in 1899. In 1912 he was appointed referee for the appellate division of the New York Supreme Court. Pryor died in New York on March 14, 1919.
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Quaker Guns

False artillery. Quaker guns were a deception, usually a log or other material shaped and painted to appear as an artillery piece from a distance. Most often employed by the Confederates, Quaker guns were used to deceive opposing forces regarding the number of artillery pieces actually possessed and to convince enemy forces that one’s own side was defending a particular position when this was not actually the case. The term “Quaker gun” is a reference to the Society of Friends, the pacifist religious denomination often called Quakers. Quaker guns played a small but significant role in the American Civil War.

One early example of Quaker guns occurred on September 28, 1861, when Confederate forces evacuated Munson’s Hill, Virginia, leaving their earthworks to an advancing Union force. When the Union soldiers reached the Confederate lines, they discovered two logs and one stovepipe guarding a shallow ditch rather than the three Parrott guns reported by Union scouts.

During Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Confederate defenders attempting to delay the Army of the Potomac again resorted to deception. In early 1862 McClellan, never an aggressive commander, refused President Abraham Lincoln’s repeated request that he advance south from Washington to Richmond, choosing to believe reports that he faced almost 100,000 Confederate troops at Manassas Junction, supported by more than 300 artillery pieces. In reality, his front was opposed by only 40,000 soldiers and a wide assortment of Quaker guns. McClellan’s hesitation combined with the gullibility of Union scouts led to a delay of weeks, which allowed Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston to organize the defenses of the Confederate capital.

When Johnston ordered the evacuation of the Manassas-Centreville line, newspaper reporters quickly noticed that he had left a significant quantity of desperately needed artillery. To McClellan’s humiliation, after closer inspection it was determined that the “artillery” were logs painted black. In the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862), Confederate major general John B. Magruder also made extensive use of Quaker guns. The Union side also employed Quaker guns in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862).
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Confederate “Quaker” guns, logs mounted so as to deceive Union forces, in the fortifications at Centreville, Virginia, March 1862. (National Archives)

Quakers

A Protestant religious movement founded in England in the mid-17th century. Officially known as the Society of Friends, the Quakers were founded by George Fox in England in the 1650s. Although raised an Anglican, Fox began to preach in 1647 after a spiritual vision inspired him to minister. He called for a profound spiritual renewal within England, supported the prohibition of alcohol, and preached against holidays, sports, and all other activities that diverted attention from the spirit.

The group that arose around Fox professed the belief that Christ provided individuals with an inner light so that believers could experience personal illumination from God in their daily lives. Followers of Fox became known as Quakers because they reportedly shook when filled with the Holy Spirit. As part of what was considered a radical fringe, the Quakers attracted much persecution in England and the New World. They especially stood apart with their distinctive code of dress and manners and their refusal to observe status distinctions, swear oaths, or pay tithes to the established church.

Rhode Island was an early refuge for Quakers in North America and sheltered William Penn during the 1660s. When Penn inherited the large tract of land that became Pennsylvania, it provided Quakers with plenty of land in which to practice religious freedom and from which to gain a comfortable living. Other colonies were not so tolerant, however, and many persecuted them openly.

Quakers were among the earliest abolitionists in the New World. In England, Quakers were prominent in the antislavery and prison reform campaigns. Quakers did not believe in violence of any sort, so their members usually refused to take up arms even if the cause was a just one. Before the Civil War, breaking the laws of the land to keep the laws of their creed, Quakers smuggled many runaway slaves north on the Underground Railroad.

As the 1850s progressed, Quakers, including Lucretia Mott who founded both the Female Anti-Slavery Society and the Philadelphia Anti-Slavery Society, increased their antislavery activities. In Mott’s case, she linked abolitionism with the newly emergent woman’s movement. In the 1850s, Levi Coffin, also a Quaker, became a leading figure in the Underground Railroad, which appealed to a broad range of Quakers because they could circumvent what they considered to be unjust laws in a nonviolent fashion.

When war began in 1861, many Quakers were torn. While their religion precluded them from participating in the war, they also believed that the Union’s cause was a just one. Quakers refused to pay commutation fees or hire a substitute to fight for them because doing so was de facto support of violence. Nevertheless, a number of Quakers quietly served in the Union Army. Most were not ostracized for their religion, which was a powerful example of the moral ambivalence that many Quakers had toward the Civil War. During the war and in the postbellum Reconstruction period, Quakers were at the forefront of private efforts to educate and support newly free African Americans.
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Quantrill, William Clarke

Birth Date: July 21, 1837

Death Date: June 6, 1865

Confederate guerrilla. William Clarke Quantrill was born on July 21, 1837, in Canal Dover, Ohio. At age 16 he went west, eventually settling in Kansas, where he taught school briefly and then became a farmer. Concurrently, he became a notorious gambler and bandit. A rough-hewn and bloodthirsty individual, Quantrill soon became involved in the border fighting that erupted in Kansas and Missouri after the Civil War began in April 1861. Using the chaos to further his own agenda, he engaged in sacking pro-Union communities.

At the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), Quantrill fought alongside Confederate forces, although he held no appointment in the military at that time. The following year he commenced a guerrilla campaign in Missouri, sacking Independence in August 1862. During the course of the war, his bands included the likes of George Todd, William “Bloody Bill” Anderson, Cole and Jim Younger, Frank James, and, late in the war, young Jesse James. In the early autumn of 1862, Quantrill finally received a commission as a captain in the Confederate Army, although he was never officially attached to a regular unit. His superior officers reported that he had effective leadership skills, but his decided lack of ethics proved to be a continual problem. In early November 1862, Quantrill and his company of guerrillas ambushed a wagon train. All 12 unarmed teamsters were shot through the head. Quantrill’s most despicable exploit came on August 21, 1863, when he led a band of 400 guerrillas and outlaws on a raid of Lawrence, Kansas. During the resulting melee, 150 men and boys were systematically executed. When the killing was done, Quantrill pillaged and then torched the town. News of the Lawrence massacre shocked Northerners and Southerners alike, although Confederate authorities did not revoke Quantrill’s commission or discipline him in any way. In fact, he could not be controlled, and his guerrilla tactics persisted.

On October 6, 1863, Quantrill and his men attacked and looted a Union stronghold at Baxter Springs, Kansas. Later that same day, they happened upon a Union military wagon train and ambushed it; 89 Union soldiers, including 17 unarmed musicians, were murdered. After retreating to Texas, Quantrill recruited a new band with which he moved to Kentucky. He was severely wounded during a raid in Kentucky on May 10, 1865. Quantrill was subsequently captured by Union troops and died in a Louisville prison hospital on June 6, 1865.
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Quarles, William Andrew

Birth Date: July 4, 1825

Death Date: December 28, 1893

Confederate officer. William Andrew Quarles was born on July 4, 1825, in James City County, Virginia, and moved to Kentucky as a youth. He attended the University of Virginia, passed the bar in 1848, and opened a legal practice in Clarksville, Tennessee. He then served as a circuit court judge, a bank supervisor, and president of the Memphis, Clarksville & Louisville Railroad. When the Civil War began, Quarles was elected colonel of the 42nd Tennessee Infantry Regiment, serving under General Albert Sidney Johnston. In early February 1862, Quarles’s regiment reported to Brigadier General Gideon J. Pillow at Fort Donelson. Quarles saw action during the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) but was taken prisoner following the post’s surrender. Exchanged late that summer, he served in Mississippi during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and was promoted to brigadier general on August 25, 1863. Quarles then assumed command of a brigade at Mobile that was dispatched to Chattanooga in the autumn of 1863, but he arrived too late to see action at the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863).

After returning to Mobile, Quarles’s brigade was then ordered to Georgia to take part in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). The brigade moved north into Tennessee in the autumn of 1864, and Quarles saw action at the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), where he was seriously wounded and taken prisoner. Quarles was not released until May 25, 1865. He subsequently returned to his law practice in Clarksville and sat in the Tennessee Senate (1875–1877 and 1887–1889). Quarles died in Todd County, Kentucky, on December 28, 1893.
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Quinby, Isaac Ferdinand

Birth Date: January 29, 1821

Death Date: September 18, 1891

Union officer. Isaac Ferdinand Quinby was born on January 29, 1821, near Morristown, New Jersey. After graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843, he was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the 2nd Artillery Regiment. He subsequently saw service during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was promoted to first lieutenant in 1847. Quinby resigned his commission in 1852 and took a position as a mathematics and philosophy professor at Rochester University in New York.

With the outbreak of the Civil War in April 1861, Quinby entered the volunteer army and became colonel of the 13th New York Infantry Regiment. He led his regiment during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). The next month, he resigned his commission to return to teaching; however, on March 17, 1862, he once again reentered the army, this time as a brigadier general of volunteers. Ordered west, he briefly commanded the Sub-District of Columbus, Kentucky. Subsequent to that, he became the commander of the District of Mississippi.

Quinby held several other district commands before assuming command of the 7th Division, XIII Corps, in October 1862. In January 1863 Quinby’s division became part of XVII Corps, commanded by Major General James McPherson. After the Yazoo Pass Expedition (February–April 1863) had begun, Quinby’s division was dispatched as reinforcements. On March 20, Quinby conferred with Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter and Brigadier General Leonard F. Ross, who were leading the expedition, and it was decided that another attempt would be made to forge through the pass. When that failed, the expedition was cancelled on April 4. Quinby fell ill, however, during the operations. Although still too ill to lead his men, he was present at the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863).

On May 22, 1863, Quinby had recovered sufficiently enough to command his division during an assault on Vicksburg, Mississippi, but by June 3 illness again forced him from the field. He never again held a field command. He later commanded a draft depot in Elmira, New York, before resigning his commission on December 31, 1863.

Quinby took up his professorship, which he held until 1884. He concurrently served as a U.S. marshal from 1869 to 1877. Quinby died on September 18, 1891, in Rochester, New York.
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Racism and Racial Prejudice

Racism and racial prejudice were endemic during the Civil War in both the North and the South. Racial prejudice was widespread among all socioeconomic groups. Those with much education were just as likely to harbor racism as were those with little or no education. Indeed, racism was quite open, disregarded by most, institutionalized, and seen as a normal way of life. Even those individuals who championed freedom and civil rights for African Americans and other racial or ethnic minorities tended to harbor certain prejudices, especially viewed from the modern perspective. However, racism was not confined to civilian life; it was prominent within the ranks of the military in both the Union and the Confederacy.

Black Americans suffered a multitude of racial injustices inflicted upon them by white society before, during, and after the war. In the landmark U.S. Supreme Court case Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857), a slave (Scott) was refused his freedom in spite of residing on free soil. The high court determined that slaves were not U.S. citizens and were therefore not afforded the rights of citizenship. Scott did not have the right to sue for his freedom in a court of law because he was not a citizen and thus was returned to his master. With the Court ruling in favor of slave owners, any compromise on the issue of slavery—let alone equal rights—was nearly impossible. This only bolstered the institution of slavery and promoted racial segregation.

Even though the Northern states were considered free soil and slavery was not permitted in many states, feelings of prejudice and superiority harbored by white citizens in the North were in many cases no less rigid than those of their Southern brethren. In some cities—such as Boston, Massachusetts; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Cincinnati, Ohio; and Providence, Rhode Island—free blacks were allowed to live alongside whites. Despite this, many services and basic constitutional rights, including education, the right to vote, and work that paid a living wage, were not available to these individuals. Indeed, most blacks in the North held menial low-paying positions such as house servants, store clerks, manual laborers, and mariners.

In the South, free black communities were virtually nonexistent, despite the fact there were 58,042 free blacks in the state of Virginia and an additional 83,942 residing in the border state of Maryland. These two states alone accounted for approximately 44 percent of the free black population in the South during the Civil War. Free blacks were not permitted to live in large enclaves, and they were usually barred from living in close proximity to whites. In South Carolina between 1859 and 1860, four pieces of legislation were proposed that would have either removed or enslaved free blacks in that state. In the South, many blacks worked menial jobs, such as laborers and house servants. Although free blacks worked in many of the same fields as their Northern counterparts, they were subjected to even harsher treatment and prejudice.

Prior to the Civil War, the U.S. Navy counted only a handful of black seamen, but the majority of their responsibilities were menial at best, and enlistments were on a quota system. The U.S. Army officially did not allow black soldiers until well into the war, with the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation. The U.S. Marine Corps did not allow the enlistment of blacks under any circumstances; indeed, this remained so until after World War II. Militaries typically are a reflection of the larger society they serve, and so the U.S. military during the Civil War was no different.

Denying blacks the right to serve and fight was justified by several specious arguments that held that whites were superior and that blacks had lower intelligence and questionable morals and would perform poorly under the stress of combat. This mind-set of pervasive racism and bigotry could well have divided the Union Army itself without the help of Confederate secession. On several occasions during the spring of 1861 after President Abraham Lincoln’s call for troops, free blacks who wished to organize and drill in Providence were broken up by police, who declared them “disorderly gatherings.” Another episode, in April 1861, saw whites in Baltimore stoning a black man who had tried to join a Pennsylvania unit headed for the defense of Washington, D.C. On April 23, 1861, Union brigadier general Benjamin Butler offered to provide the Maryland governor with troops to put down a suspected slave revolt, which was in reality a small gathering of free blacks who hoped to enlist in the Union Army. For the most part, Union soldiers did not want to fight for or with blacks.

Large numbers of blacks joined the U.S. Navy during the war, making up perhaps 15–16 percent of its strength. They served aboard ships and lived alongside whites. Blacks were also ultimately permitted to serve in the Union Army but in segregated infantry and artillery units commanded by white officers; however, these units typically were not extensively utilized in combat roles. One such example included the free blacks who enlisted in Tennessee but were utilized as labor to build forts, railroads, and telegraph lines and work as teamsters. Although all-black units were usually not engaged in combat, there were instances when they truly distinguished themselves. These included engagements at Port Hudson (March 14–July 3, 1863), Milliken’s Bend (June 7, 1863), and Fort Wagner (July 18, 1863). The latter of these is probably the best known. Here, the 54th Massachusetts Infantry, an all-black regiment commanded by Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, particularly distinguished itself.

The effects of racism and racial prejudice affected black soldiers not only in their everyday routines but also especially if they were captured by Confederate troops, who typically subjected them to much harsher treatment than white captive soldiers received. Many black soldiers were returned to slavery. Others were simply killed. Perhaps the most infamous instance of such prejudice occurred at the Battle of Fort Pillow (April 12, 1864), where black troops who had surrendered were slaughtered by Confederate troops.
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Radford, William

Birth Date: September 9, 1809

Death Date: January 8, 1890

Union naval officer. William Radford was born in Fincastle, Virginia, on September 9, 1809, but moved to Kentucky as a boy. He entered the U.S. Navy on a midshipman’s warrant on March 1, 1825. Radford was promoted to passed midshipman on June 4, 1831, and to lieutenant on February 9, 1837. Sea service included cruises with the West Indies, Mediterranean, and Pacific Squadrons. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Radford commanded the landing party from the sloop Warren that captured the Mexican brig Malek Adhel at Mazatlán on September 7, 1846. He also took part in other Pacific coast operations during the war. Radford was promoted to commander on September 14, 1855.

When the Civil War began, Radford was commanding the steam sloop Dacotah in the Far East and led the first U.S. Navy expedition up the Chang Jiang (Yangtze River) to Hankou (Hankow). Because Radford was from Virginia, U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles doubted his loyalty and relieved him of command, ordering him to return to the United States. Radford served as a lighthouse inspector until Welles was assured of his patriotism and gave him command of the sailing sloop Cumberland in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron in early 1862. Radford was away from his ship, on board the frigate Roanoke as a member of a court of inquiry, when the Cumberland came under attack and was sunk by the Confederate ironclad Virginia in Hampton Roads on March 8, 1862.

Promoted to captain on July 16, 1862, and to commodore on April 24, 1863, Radford was assigned to the New York Navy Yard. From June to August 1864, the ironclad New Ironsides was undergoing repairs at the Philadelphia Navy Yard, and Radford took command of that ship on its recommissioning on August 22. The New Ironsides was assigned to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, and Radford commanded it and the ironclad division during the Union attacks on Fort Fisher, North Carolina, in December 1864 and January 1865.

On January 27, 1865, Radford assumed command of the James River Squadron, supporting Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s forces at City Point, Virginia. On April 28, Radford was assigned command of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron as acting rear admiral. In June, the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron and the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron were combined into the Atlantic Squadron, and Radford assumed command of the new squadron at Port Royal, South Carolina, on July 26.

Radford commanded the Atlantic Squadron until October 1865, when he assumed command of the Washington Navy Yard and reverted to his permanent rank of commodore. He held that command until January 1869. Radford was promoted to rear admiral on July 25, 1866, and commanded the European Squadron from February 1869 to August 1870. He retired on March 1, 1870, but served on various boards until 1872. Radford died in Washington, D.C., on January 8, 1890.
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Radical Republicans

Faction of the Republican Party that tended to dominate the Northern political discourse during and after the Civil War. In general, the Radical Republicans embraced immediate emancipation, a vigorous prosecution of the war, the enlistment of African American soldiers in the army, and rigid postwar Reconstruction policies. Although the group was not a majority of the Republican Party in terms of numbers, it nevertheless held the most sway politically because many Radical Republicans held important congressional committee appointments. President Abraham Lincoln’s cabinet included two prominent Radical Republicans: Secretary of War Edwin Stanton and Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase. By 1861, the Republican Party had subdivided itself into three factions—conservative, moderate, and radical. Conservatives advocated gradual emancipation and some accommodation with the Confederates, while moderates, including Lincoln, fell in politically between the conservatives and the radicals.

Many Radical Republicans tended to favor aggressive political tactics to advance their agenda. They were helped in this way by powerful senators, including Charles Sumner, Benjamin F. Wade, and Zachariah Chandler. Wade and Chandler were both on the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, which proved to be the bane of Lincoln’s existence during the war. Prominent Radical Republicans in the House included Speaker Galusha Grow, Thaddeus Stevens (chair of the influential Ways and Means Committee), Owen Lovejoy, and Joshua Giddings. Not surprisingly, the epicenter of Radical Republican power was located in the New England states.

Lincoln had to walk something of a political tightrope to bring the three factions of his party in line on important issues. He had the most trouble with the Radical Republicans, who pushed for the controversial Confiscation Acts, an early emancipation proclamation, and the Thirteenth Amendment. Radical Republicans also dominated the Committee on the Conduct of the War, which provoked numerous controversies, including vituperative opposition to Lincoln’s appointment of Major General George B. McClellan to lead the Army of the Potomac. McClellan was a Democrat.

To Lincoln’s great credit, he kept the more outrageous prescriptions by the Radical Republicans at bay while co-opting some of their better ideas, most notably emancipation. He did so even after a sizable number of Radical Republicans opposed his 1864 renomination. After Lincoln’s assassination in April 1865, however, Radical Republican power only grew stronger, as the moderate and savvy Lincoln was no longer available to act as a countervailing force. President Andrew Johnson, a Democrat, also strengthened the Radicals Republicans’ hands, at least until 1866. He then fought them doggedly, and it was the Radical Republicans who helped spearhead Johnson’s impeachment during 1867 and 1868.

Many Radical Republicans favored Southern land reform, black suffrage, and federal military-style governments for the former Confederate states; they were quite successful in implementing the latter two. The Radical Republicans also sought to punish the South if it balked at Reconstruction initiatives, going so far as to reduce congressional representation for Southern states that refused to implement black suffrage. With Johnson a political red herring and with no significant political opposition, the Radical Republicans dominated Reconstruction, putting in place a far harsher peace than Lincoln had envisioned. The Radical Republicans remained a potent political force until the mid-1870s.
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Railroads, CSA

From the very beginning of the Civil War, the Confederacy was at a considerable disadvantage when it came to railroads. In 1860, the South had 8,783 miles of track, while the North had nearly three times that, with 22,385 miles of track. The Confederacy had 112 railroad companies, many of which were poorly managed and equipped. Furthermore, it had only 35 interstate rail lines; the vast remainder were short feeder lines designed to take cotton and other crops to distant depots or market. Many key Southern cities were not linked with other cities because of this. To make matters worse, bridges and roadbeds tended to be badly constructed, gauge widths varied considerably, and rolling stock was often in short supply.

Railroads played a vital role in the Civil War. They were employed to move troops, supplies, and ordnance; transport agricultural products and manufactured goods from farms and plants; and during campaigns and battles served as the main supply and communications artery for armies on the move. Indeed, because many telegraph lines paralleled railroad tracks’ rights-of-way, whoever controlled the rail lines controlled not only supply and troop movements but also communications.

Total Railroad Mileage in Use by Region, 1830–1880
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In the early days of the war, the Confederate government was slow to organize the railroads and employ them efficiently. At the same time, chaotic schedules and skyrocketing rates made worse by rampant inflation further hampered rail efficiency. Also, the government provided little incentive to spur more efficiency among the railroads because it set limits on their profits and often expropriated railcars and locomotives with little or no remuneration. The Confederates constructed no new rail lines during the war and indeed were hard-pressed to repair lines that had been damaged or destroyed by Union troops, let alone the steam locomotives and rolling stock. Usually, Confederates repaired or replaced damaged lines by cannibalizing existing lines that were seldom used.

As the war progressed, the Union placed more and more pressure on Confederate railroads, usually by seizing or destroying the lines themselves. During and after the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Major General William T. Sherman’s scorched-earth tactics included instructions to irreparably damage Confederate rail lines. A favored tactic was to place rail ties in huge piles and torch them. Another tactic was to heat iron rails and then wrap them around trees; the results were known as “Sherman neckties.”

Rail lines themselves became the focus of numerous battles and campaigns, including the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), and the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). In northern Virginia, Union and Confederate forces fought bitterly over control of the Manassas Gap Railroad and the Orange & Alexandria Railroad, and Union forces laid siege to Petersburg during June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865, principally because it was a critical railroad hub in central Virginia.
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Railroads, U.S.

On the eve of the Civil War, there were more than 200 railroads in the United States, most of which were located in the states remaining loyal to the Union. In 1860 the United States had 30,626 miles of track, and almost two-thirds of this was in the North. Many of these lines served to connect the essentially agricultural midwestern states with the East, helping to cement the former economically and politically with the Union cause.

Most northern railroads were interconnected and had converted to a standard rail gauge (4′8.5″ in width), enabling trains from different companies to use the same tracks. In the South, gauges varied widely from one railroad company to another, impeding long-distance transport of goods and people. All of this meant that the Union could transport many more troops and supplies to more places and with far fewer transfers than could the Confederacy.

Railroads proved to be of great strategic importance during the Civil War in the supply of the large field armies. Trains traveled at least five times faster than mule- or horse-drawn wagons, which meant that men or supplies moving by train usually arrived at the front in timely fashion as well as in good condition. Also, trains were far less affected by poor weather and were rarely waylaid by rain or snow. By contrast, wagons mired down on unpaved roads if the weather was wet, and the mules that pulled the wagons were themselves consumers of the fodder that was one of the chief items needed to supply a Civil War army. Beyond a certain distance, wagons became useless as supply vehicles since their teams in effect would have eaten their entire payload. Railroads suffered from none of these drawbacks.

Railroads expanded the geographical range of military operations and allowed warfare on a near-continental scale. Now armies could conduct campaigns that would have not have been possible with wagon train logistics. With increased ease of resupply, field forces could also grow in size.

Leaders on both sides in the war realized the importance of the railroads to their own operations and to those of the enemy. The First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) was precipitated by the Union desire to control the important Southern rail center at Manassas Junction, Virginia, as a first step in an advance on the Confederate capital of Richmond. Confederate brigadier general Joseph E. Johnston was able to bring 10,000 men to Manassas from the Shenandoah Valley in a movement that was largely carried out with rail transport. It was the first such rail-borne troop movement in U.S. history. Johnston’s troops joined Beauregard the day before the battle and played a decisive role in its outcome.
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At the beginning of the war, Northern railroads were not efficiently organized to support the war effort, and many railroad executives worried more about profits than how they might help win the war. Simon Cameron, Union secretary of war at the beginning of the conflict, had invested heavily in railroads, and he manipulated the rates that the War Department paid for transporting its soldiers and matériel. When Cameron’s actions became public knowledge, President Abraham Lincoln demanded that he resign in January 1862. Corruption in the rail industry prompted Congress to pass the Railways and Telegraph Act of January 1862, which gave Lincoln the power to appropriate the railroads and administer them with government troops and employees to preserve public safely and enable the War Department to utilize the railways effectively in the war effort.

Faced with this get-tough legislation, most Northern railroad executives hastened to rally to the Union cause. The few lines that the government appropriated were consolidated into the United States Military Railroad. Profiteering and corruption thereafter declined, and train service became more efficient. The U.S. government did seize some Northern railroads for a short time when Confederate general Robert E. Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia invaded Pennsylvania in June–July 1863.

The Confederates early recognized the importance of the railroads to the Union war effort, especially the Baltimore & Ohio (B&O) Railroad, and they regularly sent raiders to destroy track, bridges, and rolling stock. The Confederates continued this practice throughout the war. The North soon established military garrisons to guard rail depots and bridges. To minimize the effects of Confederate raids, Union brigadier general Herman Haupt, the War Department’s innovative U.S. railroad superintendent from September 1862 to September 1863, instituted the stockpiling of essential railroad construction materials, including prefabricated bridges of wood, that could then be rushed by rail to make quick and efficient repairs where needed.

In December 1862, Confederate brigadier general Nathan Bedford Forrest successfully attacked the Mississippi & Tennessee Railroad south of Memphis. This raid, along with other Confederate operations, forced Major General Ulysses S. Grant to abandon his first attempt to capture Vicksburg. When Grant attacked Vicksburg again in 1863, his men destroyed the five railroads that served Jackson and Vicksburg, Mississippi, imposing serious restraints on Confederate resupply and reinforcement efforts.
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Rail depot at the Union military supply base of City Point, Virginia, in 1864 during the Siege of Petersburg. The engine “President” in the right foreground. (National Archives)

Confederates further signaled their recognition of the vital importance of railroad for the Union war effort during Lee’s Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). Railroads were among the chief targets that Lee’s men marked out for destruction, burning tracks, bridges, depots, and other railroad facilities whenever possible during their march through Maryland and Pennsylvania.

When the Confederates besieged Union troops in Chattanooga after the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton launched the largest strategic rail movement up to that point in military history. Trains carried XI and XII Corps of the Army of the Potomac, some 15,000 men, from Virginia westward across the Appalachians and then south via Nashville to join the large army that Grant was assembling in the Chattanooga area. The movement contributed directly to the Union victory in the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863).

Since the war’s outset, railroads had played an especially important role in the Union’s central axis of advance from Louisville through Nashville and Murfreesboro to Chattanooga, since no water route allowed consistent steamboat access to the area. The rail lines hauled the supplies that kept Grant’s army eating at Chattanooga, and over the months that followed the continued vigorous use of railroads built up the supply depots that allowed Sherman to begin his momentous campaign against Atlanta.

Promoted to command of all Union armies in the spring of 1864, Grant moved to Virginia to provide personal supervision to Union operations there. When he advanced the Army of the Potomac against Richmond that spring, he relied in part on waterborne transport on Chesapeake Bay and the adjoining estuaries to bring up his supplies, but it was railroads that moved the supplies from the landing places to Grant’s hard-fighting army. During the siege of Richmond and Petersburg (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), Grant set up an enormous rail depot at City Point, Virginia, from which trains hauled supplies along the far-stretched lines to keep the army in hardtack through the weary months of trench warfare. Here as elsewhere, railroads continued to be critical in Union offensive operations.

Meanwhile, in the war’s decisive western theater, Sherman launched a simultaneous campaign moving toward Atlanta that was aimed at destroying its defending Confederate army. Before he departed Chattanooga in May 1864, Sherman created a railroad battle plan. Knowing that the Confederates would attack his supply lines, he trained some 10,000 troops in railroad repair. He had abundant spare parts for railroads stored along his supply line, and he fortified key bridges, trestles, and the like with blockhouses sufficient to turn aside raiding cavalry as long as enemy artillery was not present. Throughout the campaign, Sherman’s troops proved to be so adept at repairing tracks that damaged or destroyed lines were quickly put back into service.

Railroads were beyond doubt an invaluable strategic resource that helped to secure the Northern victory in the war. Without them, the war would have lasted longer and been even more costly in terms of lives lost.
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Railways and Telegraph Act

Legislation passed by the U.S. Congress on January 31, 1862, that gave the executive branch the ability to coordinate all railroads and telegraph lines for military use. At the time, the majority of telegraph lines ran along railway rights-of-way, so these two strategic means of communication and transportation were symbiotic. Notably, the legislation included all railroads—those in the Confederacy as well as the North. That portion of the bill was critical because it permitted the U.S. government to appropriate for military use railroads in the South that were in areas captured and controlled by Union forces.

Specifically, the Railways and Telegraph Act empowered the president to appropriate for military use any rail line, rail equipment, or telegraph equipment; arrange for the maintenance and security of said lines and equipment; and subject any railway or telegraph owner or employee to military authority. On February 11, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln, using the power vested in him via the Railways and Telegraph Act, created within the War Department the U.S. Military Railroads (USMRR), headed by Daniel C. McCallum, a longtime railroad executive. The purview of the USMRR was principally privately owned railroads in occupied Confederate territory. Notably, the USMRR constructed a rail line from Washington, D.C., to Alexandria, Virginia (the latter having been secured by Union forces early in the war), which helped transport troops during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

To a significant extent, the railroad companies themselves precipitated the Railways and Telegraph Act. They had often not been entirely cooperative with government officials during the early stages of the war, and many railways owners seemed more interested in profits than in aiding the war effort. Furthermore, the railroads were slow to repair the numerous rail lines that had been damaged or destroyed by Confederate forces. An even greater issue was the railroads’ manipulation of rates, which forced the War Department to expend more money than it should have for the transportation of troops and matériel. Once the legislation was in place, however, most railways in the North toed the line, and few were taken over by the War Department. The Railways and Telegraph Act raised some eyebrows, as it seemed to give the government virtually unlimited powers and appeared to threaten private ownership. Nevertheless, in a conflict as large as the Civil War, the legislation was essential to the Union war effort. During World War I, similar legislation was passed that was modeled after the 1862 act.
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Rains, Gabriel James

Birth Date: June 4, 1803

Death Date: August 6, 1881

Confederate officer. Gabriel James Rains was born on June 4, 1803, in Craven County, North Carolina. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1827. Rains served during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) as well as the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and had risen to the rank of lieutenant colonel by 1860. Rains resigned his commission on July 31, 1861, and accepted a brigadier general’s commission in the Confederate Army on September 23.

Rains eventually took charge of a brigade in Major General Daniel H. Hill’s division and saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). During operations on the Virginia Peninsula, Rains devised makeshift land mines using 8- and 10-inch artillery shells that he ordered buried just below the surface of the earth and that exploded under pressure. Rains’s improvised mines were frowned upon at the time as controversial and beyond the bounds of civilized warfare, but as the war increased in destructiveness, such prohibitions were ignored. Criticized for his performance in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), Rains held no further field commands after the Peninsula Campaign. Thereafter he worked on mining the James and Appomattox Rivers and held a district command in North Carolina.

During December 1862–May 1863, Rains was the superintendent of the Volunteer and Conscript Bureau. Meanwhile, he continued his work on land and sea mines and other explosives technology. In June 1864 he was named chief of the Torpedo Bureau, a post he held until war’s end, assisting in the placement of underwater mines (then known as torpedoes) in the James River and in the approaches to Charleston and Mobile.

After the war Rains lived in Atlanta before moving to Charleston, where he was a clerk in the U.S. Quartermaster Department (1877–1880). Rains died on August 6, 1881, in Aiken, South Carolina.
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Rains, George Washington

Birth Date: 1817

Death Date: March 21, 1898

Confederate officer. The brother of future Confederate general Gabriel James Rains, George Washington Rains was born in 1817 in Craven County, North Carolina. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842 and eventually became an artillery officer. Rains saw action during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), for which he was brevetted twice before resigning as a captain in October 1856 to take over management of the Washington Iron Works located in Newburgh, New York. When the Civil War began in 1861, he went south, received a commission as a major in the Confederate Army, and was assigned to the fledgling Ordnance Bureau.

Rains soon became the Confederacy’s chief expert on the procurement and processing of gunpowder. In the autumn of 1861, he selected Augusta, Georgia, as the site of the Augusta Powder Works, the principal Confederate powder manufacturer during the war. The plant became operational in May 1862. Until the autumn of 1864, Rains had charge of all munitions operations in Augusta and also commanded the city’s troops. In June 1863 Rains took charge of the new Niter and Mining Bureau to increase the production of niter, a key ingredient of gunpowder. At the same time, he worked tirelessly to improve the quality and speed of gunpowder production. He was advanced to lieutenant colonel on May 22, 1862, and to colonel on July 12, 1863. By war’s end, the facilities that he supervised had produced some 2.75 million pounds of gunpowder.

Rains stayed in Augusta for a time after the war, teaching chemistry at the Medical College of Georgia. He became the college’s dean in 1867. He also published a booklet in 1882, The History of the Confederate Powder Works, that provided much useful information on the history of gunpowder manufacturing in the Confederacy. Rains later retired to Newburgh, New York, where he died on March 21, 1898.
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Rains, James Edward

Birth Date: April 10, 1833

Death Date: December 31, 1862

Confederate officer. James Edward Rains was born on April 10, 1833, in Nashville, Tennessee. He received a law degree from Yale University in 1854. Returning to Nashville, he opened a legal practice and went on to serve as a city prosecutor and, later, as a district attorney for Davidson, Sumner, and Williamson Counties. In the late 1850s he was named associate editor of the Republican Banner, working for his friend and political ally Felix Zollicoffer.

In May 1861, Rains entered Confederate military service as a private in the 11th Tennessee Infantry Regiment. Soon elected its colonel, he saw action in the vicinity of the Cumberland Gap. Instructed to hold the gap in November 1861, he managed to occupy the area until June 1862, when Union forces launched an offensive there. Rains now returned to middle Tennessee, but in July he returned to the Cumberland Gap with reinforcements. He commanded a brigade in the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862), after which he was advanced to brigadier general on November 4, 1862.

Rains next saw action at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). On the first day of fighting, Rains conducted a sweeping movement aimed at the Union right flank. While leading his men, he was hit and killed by enemy fire.
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Raleigh, North Carolina, Occupation of

Event Date: April 13, 1865

Union operation during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). As the Civil War was drawing to an end in March 1865, three Union forces were closing in on Raleigh, the capital of North Carolina, from separate directions: Major General William T. Sherman’s 60,000-man army group from the south, Major General John M. Schofield’s 30,000-man force from the east, and Major General George Stoneman’s 4,000-man cavalry force from the west. Confederate forces initially put up fierce opposition but were unable to arrest the Union advances.

On April 12, however, Sherman learned that Confederate general Robert E. Lee had surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, on April 9. That same day, peace delegates from North Carolina governor Zebulon Vance’s office met with Sherman to discuss ending the war in their state. The next day, April 13, Raleigh’s mayor, William H. Harrison, and an aide, Kenneth Rayner, surrendered the city to Union brigadier general Judson Kilpatrick, whose division then occupied the city. Sherman’s capitulation conditions had been generous, and he promised that neither the city nor its citizens would be harmed so long as Union troops were not fired upon.

Sherman set up his headquarters at the now-abandoned Governor’s Palace. The flagpole was chopped down, and the flag of the United States was raised over the North Carolina statehouse dome. The occupation was remarkably peaceful except for one incident in which a drunken Confederate straggler from Major General Joseph Wheeler’s command fired on the Federals during the early morning of April 13. Kilpatrick had the man hanged on the spot, rejecting his request for a five-minute delay to write to his wife, but Kilpatrick took no reprisal on the city.

When Union troops learned of President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination, however, many wanted to destroy Raleigh. On April 15, the night of Lincoln’s death, Sherman posted extra security to prevent any violence or looting. Indeed, Sherman himself spent much of the night visiting with his men and calming them down. Within days, Union troops had begun to distribute humanitarian assistance to the city’s residents. While isolated incidents of theft occurred outside Raleigh, they were not from a lack of effort on the part of Sherman and his commanders to avoid them. Raleigh thus escaped completely the destruction that had been visited on other Confederate capitals.
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Ram Fleet, U.S.

Flotilla created in early 1862 to assist Union forces in securing control of the Mississippi River. The leading figure in the development of the Ram Fleet was civil engineer Charles Ellet Jr. As early as 1855, Ellet had been recommending the construction of ironclad rams. His suggestions had been ignored. Following the ramming and sinking of the U.S. Navy sailing sloop Cumberland on March 8, 1862, in the Battles of Hampton Roads by the Confederate ironclad Virginia (ironically constructed to Ellet’s specifications), however, U.S. secretary of war Edwin Stanton embraced the notion of steam rams. Stanton authorized Ellet to oversee the procurement of nine speedy and well-built steamboats and their conversion into rams. The work was carried out at Cincinnati, Ohio; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and New Albany, Indiana. Following their conversions, Ellet, now commissioned a colonel in the army, assumed command of what became known as the Ram Fleet. Ellet held that a ram’s horsepower had to be in correct ratio to its deadweight tonnage. Cannon would cut speed, and Ellet therefore believed that the rams should not be armed.

Ellet plunged into the work. By mid-March 1862, the Switzerland, Lancaster, and Queen of the West were nearing readiness, and a fourth steamer, the Monarch, was on the stocks. The T. D. Horner, Mingo, Lioness, and Dick Fulton had been purchased and were awaiting conversion. The Samson served as a floating machine shop. The vessels were both side- and stern-wheel steamers. Transforming them into rams included reinforcing their hulls with additional timbers and filling their bows with timber, all to enable them to withstand the shock of ramming. The rams were under army command but for the most part operated under navy orders, an arrangement that pleased neither party.
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The Union ram Queen of the West shown here attacking and damaging the Confederate gunboat City of Vicksburg off Vicksburg, Mississippi, on February 2, 1863. (MPI/Getty Images)

In April the War Department learned that the Confederates were putting together a ram fleet of their own and would soon be heading north to aid in the defense of Fort Pillow. Stanton ordered Ellet to proceed with his four completed rams and join the Western Flotilla, then a few miles upriver from Fort Pillow. Stanton further ordered Ellet to cooperate with Western Flotilla commander Flag Officer Charles H. Davis, but Ellet, who preferred to act independently, took this directive lightly.

A few days before the arrival of the Ellet rams, Davis’s gunboats were attacked by rams of the Confederate Mississippi River Defense Service in the Battle of Plum Point Bend (May 10, 1862), and two Union gunboats were put out of action. Ellet wanted an immediate attack on Fort Pillow, but Davis demurred. On June 4, however, the Confederates abandoned Fort Pillow, and the next day Davis’s flotilla and Ellet’s rams moved south to attack the Confederate River Defense Fleet at Memphis.

On June 6, 1862, Ellet’s rams charged ahead of Davis’s flotilla and engaged the Confederate steamers at Memphis. In the ensuing battle, the Confederates lost all of their rams except one that escaped downriver. Two of Ellet’s rams suffered repairable damage. Ellet himself was the only Union casualty; wounded by a pistol ball, he died three weeks later from blood poisoning. His place was taken by his younger brother, Lieutenant Colonel Alfred W. Ellet, who had command of the Monarch. Alfred Ellet was promoted to brigadier general in November, and the unit was made part of a new amphibious command, the Mississippi Marine Brigade.

The Mississippi Marine Brigade was to act as an amphibious strike force and was assigned 10 army companies—6 of infantry and 4 of cavalry—in addition to a battery of artillery. These units were transported by 10 armed steamboat transports and 6 auxiliary steamers. At full strength, the brigade included more than 1,000 officers and men and 500 civilians.

Rear Admiral David D. Porter, who succeeded Davis in command of what now was named the Mississippi Squadron, initially welcomed the creation of the brigade, but he soon became disillusioned with Ellet’s near total disregard of orders and tendency to act independently. There were also numerous complaints about the brigade’s undisciplined behavior when acting ashore. The brigade subsequently took part in numerous small actions in Arkansas and Louisiana. Porter finally secured transfer of its ships to his command, but the brigade was disbanded in August 1864 and its ships transferred to other duties.

Of the original ships in the Ram Fleet, the Lioness, Monarch, Samson, Switzerland, T. D. Horner, and Dick Fulton survived the war. The Mingo sank accidently at Cape Girardeau, Missouri, in November 1862. The Queen of the West was captured by the Confederates at Fort DeRussy, Louisiana, on February 14, 1863. The Lancaster was sunk by Confederate batteries as it attempted to pass Vicksburg on March 25, 1863. The Monarch was sunk by ice below St. Louis in December 1864.
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Ramsay, George Douglas

Birth Date: February 21, 1802

Death Date: May 23, 1882

Union officer. George Douglas Ramsay was born on February 21, 1802, in Dumfries, Virginia. As a boy he moved with his family to the District of Columbia and enrolled at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, when he was only 14 years old. After graduating near the bottom of his class in 1820, Ramsay was commissioned a second lieutenant and assigned to the artillery. Over the next several years, he held staff appointments and also served as a regimental adjutant. In the late 1820s and early 1830s, Ramsay was assigned to garrison duties in Virginia and then several posts in New England. In 1835 he became a captain in the Ordnance Department, where he would spend the rest of his career.

Ramsay subsequently supervised several arsenals on the East Coast. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served during the Monterrey Campaign under Major General Zachary Taylor, performed admirably, and was brevetted major. From June 1847 to May 1848, Ramsay served as Taylor’s chief of ordnance. When that war ended, Ramsay headed arsenals in Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Missouri.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, Ramsay was finally promoted to major and charged with commanding the strategically important Washington Arsenal in Washington, D.C. Promoted to lieutenant colonel in August 1861 and to colonel in June 1863, on September 1, 1863, he was advanced to brigadier general and at the same time was named chief of ordnance for the Union Army. The unassuming Ramsay executed his mission with considerable skill and efficiency. Among other accomplishments, he actively promoted the breech-loading rifle, a firearm that his predecessor, Brigadier General James W. Ripley, had stubbornly rejected out of hand. Ramsay also championed other new weapons that held potential while voiding those that were of questionable value or were too costly.

Ramsay’s tenure as chief of ordnance was not a happy one, however. Troubles began when Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton named as Ramsay’s assistant a scheming and overly ambitious young officer who undermined Ramsay at every turn. Ramsay complained loud and often about this, and before long he was locked in a bitter clash with Stanton. The war of words ended when Stanton relieved him of his position and forced him from active service. Stanton used Ramsay’s age as a cover for his action—Ramsay was 62 years old—but other officers served well beyond that age, especially during the war. As a consolation prize, Ramsay was brevetted major general on March 13, 1865.

Ramsay served as an inspector of several arsenals from 1864 to 1866 and oversaw the Washington Arsenal from 1866 to 1870, essentially as a civilian employee. That same year, Ramsay retired from public life and settled in Washington, D.C., where he died on May 23, 1882. Ramsay’s son, Francis Munroe Ramsay, became a U.S. Navy rear admiral.
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Ramseur, Stephen Dodson

Birth Date: May 31, 1837

Death Date: October 20, 1864

Confederate officer. Stephen Dodson Ramseur was born in Lincolnton, North Carolina, on May 31, 1837. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1860 but resigned his U.S. commission in April 1861 to join the Confederate Army as a first lieutenant of artillery. He soon joined North Carolina State Troops as captain of the Ellis Light Artillery.

Thrown from his horse, Ramseur broke his collarbone and was out of action until the next spring. At the start of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Ramsur commanded the artillery under Brigadier General John B. Magruder. But in April 1862 Ramseur became the colonel of the 49th North Carolina Infantry Regiment. During the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), he was severely wounded at the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862).

Promoted to brigadier general on November 1, 1862, Ramseur became one of the youngest generals in the Confederate Army. Given command of a brigade in Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s corps, Army of Northern Virginia, Ramseur nonetheless missed the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). On May 3, 1863, Ramseur’s brigade played a major role in the costly fighting that united the divided wings of General Robert E. Lee’s army in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4). Although Ramseur was wounded in the leg, his unit was able to punch through Union lines. He took part in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and later that year fought at the Second Battle of Bristoe Station (October 14, 1863) and in the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). He again performed conspicuously in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864).

At the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), Ramseur had three horses shot out from under him and was wounded in his right arm. Nevertheless, he and his unit were able to stop a major Union assault, which won him the personal thanks of General Lee. Promoted to major general on June 1, 1864, Ramseur took command of a division assigned to Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s command and saw action at Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12) before moving with Early to the Shenandoah Valley.

Time and again Ramseur proved that he was a master at handling troops, excelling at the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864), the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864), and the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864). Mortally wounded and captured in the latter battle, Ramseur died on October 20, 1864.
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Ramsey, Alexander

Birth Date: September 8, 1815

Death Date: April 22, 1903

Governor of Minnesota. Alexander Ramsey was born on September 8, 1815, near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Orphaned at age 10, he then lived with a maternal granduncle and worked as a clerk in his uncle’s store. Ramsey enrolled for a time in Lafayette College but left to study law with a local attorney. Ramsey was admitted to the Pennsylvania bar in 1839.

A strong advocate for the Whig Party in Pennsylvania, Ramsey served in the U.S. House of Representatives (1843–1847). He next served as chair of the Whig Party’s Central Committee in Pennsylvania for Zachary Taylor’s presidential bid in 1848. After securing the presidency, Taylor appointed Ramsey the first territorial governor of Minnesota.

When Ramsey was confirmed on April 2, 1849, he assumed authority over a large territory with no infrastructure and few white settlers. Most of the territory was controlled by Indians. One of the first things Ramsey did was to establish judicial and legislative districts. He also had a census taken and arranged for the election of a territorial legislature. Ramsey was a pragmatic politician who recognized that internal improvements would further his own career. In this aspect, he was quite successful. The most outstanding achievement of Ramsey’s term as governor was the negotiation of treaties with the Sioux in 1851, opening a large portion of southern Minnesota to white settlement. Ramsey left office in May 1853.

Ramsey remained in St. Paul, where he amassed a fortune in real estate. In 1855 he was elected mayor of St. Paul. In 1859 he was elected Minnesota’s second state governor and was reelected in 1861. Ramsey reduced state expenditures, simplified administration in the various counties, and strengthened the state’s school system. His job was made more difficult by the Civil War. Nevertheless, he was the first governor to offer troops to President Abraham Lincoln. During the 1862 Minnesota Sioux Uprising, Ramsey oversaw the organization and provisioning of troops for that brief conflict.

In 1863 Ramsey was elected to the U.S. Senate, serving from 1863 to 1875. There he joined the Radical Republicans in calling for a vigorous prosecution of the war and the military Reconstruction of the South. Ramsey voted to convict President Andrew Johnson during the president’s impeachment trial.

Ramsey resumed private life in 1875. In 1879 President Rutherford B. Hayes appointed Ramsey secretary of war; he served until March 4, 1881. Among his accomplishments in the post, Ramsey convinced Congress to authorize an assistant secretary of war.

In 1882 Ramsey was appointed to the Edmunds Commission, which investigated polygamy among the Mormons in Utah. The commission found thousands of polygamists and recommended their disenfranchisement. Ramsey resigned from the commission in 1886 and returned to St. Paul, where he died on April 22, 1903.
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Randolph, George Wythe

Birth Date: March 10, 1818

Death Date: April 3, 1867

Confederate officer and secretary of war (1862). A grandson of Thomas Jefferson, George Wythe Randolph was born at Monticello, Virginia, on March 10, 1818. He served for six years as a midshipman in the U.S. Navy and later attended the University of Virginia. Thereafter, he established a law practice in Richmond, Virginia, and formed a volunteer militia battery, the Richmond Howitzers, of which he was captain. After the 1860 election of Abraham Lincoln, Randolph became an ardent secessionist.

With the outbreak of the Civil War, Randolph received authorization to recruit the Richmond Howitzers up to battalion strength, and he received the rank of major commanding. In that capacity, he took part in the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861). Little more than a militarily insignificant skirmish east of Richmond, Big Bethel was much celebrated in the South as the first Confederate victory on Virginia soil. Randolph performed gallantly and received high praise from his commanding officers, leading to his promotion to colonel of the 1st Virginia Artillery.

Stationed near Richmond, Randolph was able to continue his activities in the Virginia Secession Convention. In the autumn of 1861 he took the lead in introducing legislation, which was passed, that established compulsory military service for male Virginians along the lines of the major European states.

On February 12, 1862, Randolph was promoted to brigadier general. However, poor health and the rigors of camp life began to dull his ardor for field service. Belatedly he jumped into the race for a seat in the Confederate Congress and lost.

Meanwhile, by March 1862, President Jefferson Davis was experiencing one of the Confederacy’s several cabinet crises. Under heavy pressure to sack Secretary of War Judah P. Benjamin, Davis chose instead to shift him to the position of secretary of state and to select Randolph as the new secretary of war.

Randolph took office on March 17, 1862. He immediately pressed Davis with the necessity of instituting national conscription. Against Davis’s inclinations, Randolph persuaded the president that such legislation must include a provision to indefinitely retain in service troops who were nearing the end of their one-year enlistments. Later that same month, Davis requested the first conscription legislation in American history. Randolph politicked actively for the passage of the bill, and after heated debate, it was adopted.

Randolph worked diligently at the heavy administrative demands of his position and took an active role in advising Davis on military operations. In the crisis later that spring caused by the landing of Union major general George B. McClellan’s army at the lower end of the Virginia Peninsula between the York and James Rivers, Randolph played an important role in Confederate policy making. In crucial councils of war in the Confederate capital, Randolph sided with Davis and with Robert E. Lee in arguing that Richmond must be held and that its defense should be made as far down the peninsula as possible.
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Confederate brigadier general George Wythe Randolph became secretary of war in March 1862. An able administrator and the Confederacy’s most capable secretary of war, he had to deal with constant interference by President Jefferson Davis and resigned in November that same year. (Library of Congress)

Later that year, Randolph hoped to orchestrate a Confederate counterattack aimed at retaking New Orleans, although nothing ever came of this. In November 1862, Randolph wrote to Trans-Mississippi commander Lieutenant General Theophilus Holmes suggesting that he take part of his force to the east bank of the river to cooperate with Confederate forces there. This was consistent with suggestions that Davis had previously made to Holmes, but in this case the president apparently had his pride wounded by the act of initiative from his secretary of war and took umbrage at Randolph’s action. Davis demanded that the secretary retract his message to Holmes. Deeply offended, Randolph resigned on November 15.

Randolph was the Confederacy’s most capable secretary of war but, as his final conflict with Davis proved, did not always work smoothly with the Confederate president. After resigning, Randolph moved to Europe for a time but soon returned. He died at Monticello on April 3, 1867.
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Ransom, Matt Whitaker

Birth Date: October 8, 1826

Death Date: October 8, 1904

Confederate officer. Born in Warren County, North Carolina, on October 8, 1826, Matt Whitaker Ransom graduated from the University of North Carolina in 1847 and, having studied law his senior year, was admitted to the bar. He then commenced practice in Warrenton. Ransom was a presidential elector on the Whig ticket in 1852. He served as attorney general of North Carolina (1852–1855) and as a member of the North Carolina House of Commons (1858–1861). He was one of three North Carolina peace commissioners to the Provisional Confederate Congress at Montgomery, Alabama, in 1861.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Ransom enlisted as a private in the North Carolina Militia in May 1861 and was commissioned lieutenant colonel of the 1st North Carolina Infantry on May 16. In April 1862, he became colonel of the 35th North Carolina Infantry, which was part of his brother Brigadier General Robert Ransom’s brigade. Matt Ransom took part in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), seeing action in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). He was wounded in the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862). Ransom fought in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) but, still suffering from his wounds, missed the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

Promoted to brigadier general on June 13, 1863, Ransom succeeded his brother in command of the brigade. Ordered to North Carolina, he took part in the recapture of Plymouth on April 17, 1864; the Siege of Suffolk (April 11–May 4); and the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864), where he was wounded in the left arm. During the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), he fought in the Battle of Fort Stedman (March 25, 1865) and saw his brigade wrecked at the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865). He then took part in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). Ransom was paroled at Appomattox on April 9, 1865, and pardoned on December 13, 1866.

After the war, Ransom resumed his law practice and also farmed Verona, his wife’s plantation on the Roanoke River near Weldon, North Carolina. He was elected as a Democrat to the U.S. Senate in 1872 and served until 1895. From 1895 to 1897, he was U.S. minister to Mexico. He then returned to his plantation. Ransom died near Garysburg, Northampton County, North Carolina, on October 8, 1904.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Appomattox Campaign; Five Forks, Battle of; Fort Stedman, Battle of; Fredericksburg, First Battle of; Malvern Hill, Battle of; Peninsula Campaign; Petersburg Campaign; Plymouth, Battle of; Ransom, Robert, Jr.; Seven Days’ Campaign; Seven Pines, Battle of; Suffolk, Virginia, Siege of

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Ransom, Robert, Jr.

Birth Date: February 12, 1828

Death Date: January 14, 1892

Confederate officer. Robert Ransom Jr., brother of future Confederate brigadier general Matt W. Ransom, was born on February 12, 1828, in Warren County, North Carolina. After graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1850, Robert Ransom was commissioned in the dragoons and served on the frontier, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1855 and to captain in 1861. With the onset of the Civil War, he resigned his commission. Ransom accepted a captain’s commission in the Confederate Army, and in October 1861 he became colonel of the 1st North Carolina Cavalry Regiment. Plagued by poor health, Ransom sometimes alienated his men with his rigid discipline.

Advanced to brigadier general on March 1, 1862, Ransom commanded an infantry brigade in North Carolina before being transferred to the Army of Northern Virginia during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). He performed brilliantly at the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862). He next saw action during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) before taking charge of a division in December, when he helped hold the Confederate center at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

On May 26, 1863, Ransom was advanced to major general. He then commanded the District of Southeastern Virginia before taking several months’ sick leave. During October and November 1863, he commanded a cavalry division in eastern Tennessee under Lieutenant General James Longstreet.

In May 1864 Ransom assumed command of a division in the Richmond-Petersburg defenses. During the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864), Ransom’s division ruptured the right flank of the Union Army of the James. Nevertheless, General P. G. T. Beauregard, Ransom’s superior, faulted him for moving too tentatively and costing the Confederates a decisive victory.

Ransom led a cavalry division in the early stages of the Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) but later in August was forced to take another leave of absence owing to continuing poor health. He saw no further active duty.

After the war Ransom moved to Wilmington, North Carolina, where he was employed as an express agent and a city marshal. He later became a farmer and then chief engineer of harbor and river facilities at New Bern, North Carolina, where he died on January 14, 1892.
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Ransom, Thomas Edward Greenfield

Birth Date: November 29, 1834

Death Date: October 29, 1864

Union officer. Thomas Edward Greenfield Ransom was born on November 29, 1834, in Norwich, Vermont. He entered Norwich University in 1848, where he studied surveying and engineering for three years. He then moved to Illinois, where he worked as a civil engineer and real estate speculator. Upon the beginning of the Civil War, Ransom raised Company E of the 11th Illinois Infantry, of which he became captain on April 6, 1861. He won quick promotion to major and lieutenant colonel and suffered his first wound in an engagement at Charleston, Missouri, in August 1861. Wounded again during the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), he was advanced to colonel the following month.

Ransom was badly wounded at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862); upon his recovery, he served as chief of staff for Major General John McClernand. Ransom commanded a brigade in the Army of the Tennessee and was advanced to brigadier general on April 15, 1863, serving during much of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). He then transferred to the Department of the Gulf and served along the Texas coast before taking command of XIII Corps during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). He was again wounded at the Battle of Mansfield (April 8, 1864). Not completely recovered, he joined Major General William T. Sherman’s army as commander of the 4th Division, XVI Corps, during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). On September 22, Ransom assumed command of XVII Corps.

As Ransom pursued Confederate troops west into Alabama, on October 21 he fell ill with typhoid and the lingering effects of his unhealed wounds. He died near Rome, Georgia, on October 29, 1864, his troops having carried him for miles on a stretcher.
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Rappahannock, Union Department of the

Short-lived federal military administrative command created on April 4, 1862, and dissolved on June 26, 1862. The Department of the Rappahannock was formed when President Abraham Lincoln, concerned that Washington, D.C., was inadequately protected, ordered I Corps detached from Major General George B. McClellan’s command. On April 4, 1862, I Corps of some 40,000 men became the military arm of the newly created department, which was headed by Major General Irvin McDowell. The department encompassed all of Virginia east of the Blue Ridge Mountains and south and west of the Potomac River. Also included in its jurisdiction was the area served by the strategic Fredericksburg & Richmond Railroad (including Washington, D.C.) and the area between the Potomac and Patuxent Rivers.

During the early months of McClellan’s unsuccessful Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the general repeatedly asked that McDowell’s force be released to strike Confederate defenses north of the Confederate capital of Richmond. Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton demurred, however, preferring to keep McDowell in place at his headquarters in Fredericksburg.

As it turned out, this decision was the right one, because the Confederates scored a major victory on May 25, 1862, in the First Battle of Winchester and commenced an occupation of some of the Shenandoah Valley. After that, McDowell led a large detachment of his command toward the valley in hopes of crushing the Confederates. Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson managed to outmaneuver Union forces, however.

On June 26, the Department of the Rappahannock was discontinued, with its military forces becoming part of the new Army of Virginia, commanded by Major General John Pope.
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Rappahannock Station, Battle of

Event Date: November 7, 1863

Engagement in northern Virginia where the Orange & Alexandria Railroad crossed the Rappahannock River. After his defeat in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Confederate general Robert E. Lee, commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, had withdrawn into Virginia, followed by Union major general George Gordon Meade with his Army of the Potomac. After neither army was able to gain advantage during the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863), Lee positioned his force south of the Rappahannock River, hoping to hold that position through the upcoming winter. He maintained a fortified position on the north bank of the river at Rappahannock Station to maintain a potential crossing point on the river. Meade, now under pressure from Washington, prepared to attack Lee’s army by crossing at both Rappahannock Station and Kelly’s Ford, several miles downstream.

The Confederate bridgehead at Rappahannock Station consisted of a brigade under Brigadier General Harry T. Hays fortified in two makeshift redoubts and trenches. Union troops from Major General John Sedgwick’s VI Corps began advancing on the Confederate position on the afternoon of November 7, at which point Hays was reinforced by a brigade under Colonel Archibald C. Godwin. This brought the number of Confederate troops in the position to about 2,000.

Lee and other Confederate senior officers believed that Meade’s main attack would be at Kelly’s Ford and that Rappahannock Station was secure, but at dusk Brigadier General David A. Russell’s division of Sedgwick’s corps launched an unexpected assault on the Confederate lines at Rappahannock Station. The Union brigades of Colonels Peter Ellmaker and Emory Upton broke through the Confederate defenses and, after some close-range fighting, routed the surprised Confederates. With only a single pontoon bridge as their means of escape, many Confederates were captured. Union casualties in the engagement totaled around 400, while the Confederates lost nearly 1,700 killed, wounded, or mostly captured.

Lee was now forced to give up plans to attack Meade and retreated south behind the Rapidan River. Coming on the heels of the Confederate defeat at Bristoe Station (October 14), the loss of so many veteran soldiers further depleted and demoralized the Army of Northern Virginia.
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Rations, CSA

Prescribed rations for the soldiers of the Confederate Army were derived from contemporary U.S. Army regulations. Officially, each soldier in the field was allocated on a daily basis 20 ounces of salt pork, bacon, or beef; 12 ounces of hard bread; and 1 ounce of desiccated vegetables (usually potatoes, beans, or peas). Additionally, a daily communal supplement for each 100 rations included 8 quarts of beans or peas, 10 pounds of rice or hominy, 8 pounds of coffee, 10 pounds of sugar, 2 quarts of salt, and 1 gallon of vinegar.

For numerous reasons, the rations listed above were not available to troops on a consistent basis. The Confederate Department of Subsistence was poorly managed and mired in inefficient bureaucracy. Below the national level, shortages of food containers and salt for preservation caused numerous disruptive bottlenecks in the supply chain. Loss of rail links, especially in the latter part of the conflict, also made moving food to support armies of tens of thousands of men extremely problematic. And finally, the often fluid nature of campaigns, with forces covering many miles in a day, placed great stress on the limited horse-powered transport available at the tactical level.

These difficulties resulted in official decreases in ration sizes several times from 1862 to 1864, with the meat ration cut by two-thirds and the flour ration by half in two notable instances. Substitutions such as lard for bacon were sometimes made. Oftentimes, the tactical situation would preclude cooking fires, resulting in the consumption of raw meat. Coarse cornmeal was often substituted for flour in making bread, and the lack of cooking implements sometimes resulted in inventive group meals such as slosh, a combination of all available foodstuffs stewed in the largest container. Perhaps the most vexing problem facing soldiers in the field was the chronic shortage of vegetables, either dried or fresh. This lack of nutritional balance had negative physiological effects on troops already confronting harsh living conditions and had a detrimental effect on soldier health.

The average soldier possessed several potential ways to supplement his daily ration. Foraging, whether command-directed by units or opportunistically by individuals, was common. It was also possible to send food packages to soldiers via post, but this service was spotty and highly dependent upon the movement and tactical situation of the individual’s unit. Finally, soldiers with the means to do so could purchase staples from a sutler, a civilian who followed the army with a wagon of provisions sold for profit. This final solution produced its own set of problems, notably resentment among soldiers not able to purchase supplemental rations.

The rations prescribed for the Confederate soldier were considered the minimum to sustain an adult male engaged in grueling physical activity. Even these lowly standards were often not reached, however, requiring improvisation to remedy the shortfall.
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Rations, Union

U.S. Military daily rations were set by an act of Congress in 1861. They consisted of 20 ounces of meat (salt beef or salt pork), 22 ounces of flour (hardtack), 7 ounces of potatoes, 2.65 ounces of dried beans, 1.6 ounces of green coffee, and .32 ounce of gill vinegar along with salt, yeast, pepper, and sugar. Rations were issued in bulk and distributed to individual soldiers; however, portions could not be precisely divided because most unit quartermasters were not issued scales. Soldiers had to prepare their own meals in field camps.

Even under the best of circumstances, army rations were unpalatable, as food packaging was still in its infancy. Occasionally, canned meat arrived at the camp spoiled. Meat preserved with salt was dubbed “salt horse” and had to be placed in a stream overnight before it could be eaten. Hardtack quickly became damp and moldy or infested with weevils (which could be driven out by soaking in coffee). Desiccated (dehydrated) vegetables frequently contained leaves and were so tasteless that soldiers called them “desecrated” vegetables. Compounding these problems was the fact that most soldiers did not know how to properly prepare their food. Hardtack was thus a staple in army rations. It was eaten as issued or used to make a sandwich with salted meat. Skillygalee was made of hardtack broken up, soaked in water used to boil meat, and then fried in pork fat.
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Union soldiers gather around their log hut company kitchen in 1864. During the war, Union soldiers routinely received far better rations than did their Confederate counterparts. (National Archives)

Soldiers favored their coffee, and any tactical pause became a time to brew a cup of coffee, usually with sugar. Commissary officers ensured that coffee was always available, even if other food was not. The U.S. Army experimented with a concentrated “essence of coffee,” which had the consistency and flavor of axle grease. Excess coffee was frequently traded with Confederate soldiers for tobacco.

What was not included in rations was as significant as what was included. Fresh vegetables were conspicuously absent because of the difficulty of shipping on railroads prior to refrigeration. Desiccated vegetables were an attempt to solve the problem, but they required five hours to prepare. Occasionally, enterprising quartermaster or subsistence officers in the field might arrange with local farmers for a shipment of fresh vegetables or fruit, but this was far from the norm. And in the winter months, such produce was not available in any case.

Although vitamins would not be discovered until decades later, physicians nevertheless knew that diet could cure or prevent certain diseases. Potatoes were known to be effective in curing scurvy (vitamin C deficiency) but only if eaten raw. During the Civil War, Union physicians diagnosed 46,000 full-blown cases of scurvy, with 771 deaths. Many soldiers suffered from symptoms of scurvy, called cachexia, which included generalized weakness and an inability to concentrate, symptoms that were often confused with malingering.

Soldiers suffered from other diseases caused by diet. Night blindness, or nyctalopia, was considered by wartime physicians as an eye condition. Although doctors noted that it frequently accompanied scurvy and could be cured by placing the soldier on furlough, the nutritional connection (vitamin A deficiency) would not be made for another 60 years. Chronic diarrhea was another condition that was associated with scurvy. Physicians frequently treated soldiers suffering from diarrhea with a diet that included fresh vegetables.

Thousands of soldiers were rendered noneffective for combat by nutritional deficiency, notably during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Soldiers were able to compensate to a certain extent by foraging. Marches were often halted by soldiers falling out of ranks to dig up turnips and pick blackberries, both rich in vitamin C. During Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) when the Army of the Cumberland abandoned its supply lines (and rations) to live off of the land, the incidence of scurvy, diarrhea, and night blindness among the troops decreased dramatically.
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Raum, Green Berry

Birth Date: December 3, 1829

Death Date: December 18, 1909

Union officer. Born on December 3, 1829, in Golconda, Illinois, Green Berry Raum was educated in local schools, studied law, and was admitted to the Illinois bar in 1853. He spent a year in the Kansas Territory (1856–1857), then returned home and resumed his law practice. When the Civil War began, Raum entered military service as major of the 56th Illinois Infantry Regiment on September 28, 1861. He was promoted to lieutenant colonel in June 1862 and to colonel on August 31, 1862. During the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), Raum led a charge that recaptured several Union artillery pieces. During the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), he commanded a brigade in XVII Corps. Raum was badly wounded at the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863).

During the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Raum’s brigade protected Union supply lines from Confederate raids. He was brevetted brigadier general on September 19 and then attained permanent brigadier of volunteers status on February 15, 1865. After the capture of Atlanta, Raum led a brigade of XV Corps during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). After leading a brigade in the Shenandoah Valley, Raum resigned his commission on May 6, 1865.

After the war, Raum was the builder and first president of the Cairo & Vincennes Railroad and then served in Congress (1867–1869) as a Republican. He was appointed U.S. commissioner of internal revenue (1876–1883) and then practiced law in the nation’s capital during 1883–1889. He subsequently served as U.S. commissioner of pensions (1889–1893) and then returned to Illinois and practiced law in Chicago. Raum died in Chicago on December 18, 1909.
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Rawlins, John Aaron

Birth Date: February 13, 1831

Death Date: September 6, 1869

Union officer. John Aaron Rawlins was born on February 13, 1831, in Galena, Illinois. Although he received little formal education, he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1854. He commenced a legal practice in Galena and became a city attorney in 1857. Rawlins soon became acquainted with Ulysses S. Grant, who also lived in Galena. When Grant received a brigadier general’s commission in August 1861, he chose Rawlins as his adjutant general. Rawlins began his military career as a captain and remained with Grant until war’s end.

Rawlins became a major on May 14, 1862; a lieutenant colonel on November 1, 1862; and a brigadier general of volunteers on August 11, 1863. He handled all of Grant’s orders and correspondence and advised Grant on innumerable issues, reportedly even imploring him to refrain from drinking, to which Rawlins had a strong aversion. Often irreverent and dismissive of military protocol, Rawlins was without a doubt Grant’s closest and most influential adviser and zealously protected his chief’s privacy. Some viewed Rawlins as an interloper and a busybody, but Grant’s loyalty to him was virtually unshakable.
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John Aaron Rawlins served as Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s adjutant general throughout the Civil War. Rawlins, who rose to the rank of brigadier general, was the Union Army general-in-chief’s closest and most influential adviser. (National Archives)

Rawlins was advanced to brigadier general in the regular army on March 3, 1865, and also became chief of staff to General in Chief Grant. On February 24, Rawlins was brevetted to major general of volunteers; he was brevetted to major general of regulars on April 9, 1865. In the last year of the war, Rawlins contracted tuberculosis. Despite his lingering illness, in early 1869 he lobbied President Grant for the position of secretary of war. Rawlins assumed the post on March 13, 1869, but died from tuberculosis six months later on September 6, 1869, in Washington, D.C.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Grant, Ulysses Simpson

Further Reading

Grant, Ulysses S. The Personal Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant. Reprint ed., with an Introduction by Brooks D. Simpson. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1996.

Perret, Geoffrey. Ulysses S. Grant: Soldier and President. New York: Random House, 1997.

_______________________

Raymond, Battle of

Event Date: May 12, 1863

Engagement during Union major general Ulysses S. Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Following its crossing of the Mississippi River and landing at Bruinsburg on the east bank below Vicksburg on April 29, Grant’s Army of the Tennessee had moved inland. On May 1, the army defeated a smaller Confederate force at Port Gibson, Mississippi, forcing the Confederates to withdraw from the nearby river port of Grand Gulf, Mississippi, which Grant established as a supply point.

Grant then proceeded northeastward. He planned to secure the Southern Railroad and isolate Vicksburg from resupply from Jackson to the east, then close on Vicksburg from that direction and end the campaign. At Vicksburg, Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton, commanding the Confederate Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana, ordered Brigadier General John Gregg, who had only just arrived with a brigade at Jackson, to proceed to Raymond and attack the Union right flank. Gregg arrived at Raymond, 20 miles southwest of Jackson, late on the afternoon of May 11 with 4,100 men. He hoped to catch the Federals by surprise but was instead surprised on May 12 when his forces mistakenly met just south of Raymond not a Union raiding party, as he had surmised, but instead the head of one of Grant’s three corps columns, the 12,000 men of XVII Corps commanded by Major General James B. McPherson. XVII Corps had been moving in drum and bugle silence, protected by a strong cavalry screen.

The ensuing Battle of Raymond, which saw Gregg outnumbered 3 to 1 in manpower and 7 to 1 in artillery, was never in doubt. Defeated, Gregg fell back on Jackson. In the battle, the Federals sustained 446 casualties (68 killed, 341 wounded, and 37 missing or captured); the Confederates lost 820 (100 killed, 305 wounded, and 415 taken prisoner).

The Battle of Raymond had important consequences for the campaign. The Federals were now assured of control of the Southern Railroad, cutting Vicksburg off from resupply and Confederate forces to the east under General Joseph E. Johnston; Pemberton was also prevented from further concentrating his forces. Alerted to the threat from Jackson posed by Johnston, who had hoped to catch Grant in a vice between his own men and those of Pemberton, Grant then moved against the Mississippi capital in full force, taking Jackson following a sharp but short fight on May 14. Two days later Grant defeated Pemberton, who had sortied from Vicksburg, in the Battle of Champion Hill, driving him back into the Vicksburg defenses.
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Raymond, Henry Jarvis

Birth Date: January 24, 1820

Death Date: June 18, 1869

Journalist, politician, and cofounder of the New York Times. Henry Jarvis Raymond was born on January 24, 1820, in Lima, New York, and graduated from the University of Vermont in 1840. He soon moved to New York City and became interested in journalism, working for Horace Greeley’s New York Tribune (1841–1843). Raymond then joined the staff of the Morning Courier and New York Inquirer, a Whig newspaper. He was elected to the New York legislature in 1849, serving until 1851. In the meantime, he also took editorial control of Harper’s New Monthly Magazine. In 1851 he cofounded the New York Daily Times, which was renamed the New York Times in 1857. Raymond also served as Speaker of the New York House of Representatives in 1851.

In 1854 while still holding his editorial responsibilities, Raymond served as New York’s lieutenant governor. Two years later he relinquished his duties with Harper’s and joined the nascent Republican Party. Raymond exercised considerable control over the Times, insisting on fair, thorough, and unbiased reporting while reserving partisanship for the editorial pages. He also favored factual stories and reporting that was free of rhetorical embellishments and other distractions.

During the Civil War, Raymond maintained a sizable coterie of devoted war correspondents, and he personally reported on military events during his numerous trips to Virginia. Meanwhile, New York’s three major newspapers, including the Times, engaged in a circulation war; by 1865, Raymond’s paper had the city’s second-largest newspaper readership. In 1862 Raymond reentered the New York House of Representatives and again served as its Speaker. By 1864, his work and stature allowed him to draft part of the Republican Party’s platform. That same year, he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives and served a single term (1865–1867). He was not a successful national legislator and was not nominated for reelection.

After leaving Congress, Raymond concentrated on his editorial responsibilities and died on June 18, 1869, in New York City. He was the author of two books: Disunion and Slavery (1860) and The Life and Public Services of Abraham Lincoln (1860).
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Read, Charles William

Birth Date: May 12, 1840

Death Date: January 25, 1890

Confederate naval officer. Charles William Read was born in Yazoo County, Mississippi, on May 12, 1840. Read was only 10 years old when his father died, after which his mother moved the family to Jackson. Wanting to go to sea, in September 1856 Read secured a warrant as an acting midshipman and an appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis. Graduating last in his class of 20 in June 1860, he passed most of his brief service in the U.S. Navy in the side-wheel frigate Powhatan, stationed in the Gulf of Mexico. On learning of the secession of Mississippi, Read resigned his commission and was released in early February 1861.

Read then made his way to New Orleans and served as sailing master of CSS McRae, a bark-rigged steamer. He fought in engagements with Union ships on the lower Mississippi, including that with Flag Officer David G. Farragut’s squadron in its run to New Orleans. Read next served as second lieutenant aboard the Confederate ironclad ram Arkansas. Following the scuttling of that ship in the Mississippi, in November 1862 Read joined the crew of the Confederate commerce raider Florida, commanded by Lieutenant John N. Maffitt. Among the U.S. merchant ships taken by the Florida was the brig Clarence on May 6, 1863, and 23-year-old Lieutenant Read requested and secured permission from Maffitt to sail this prize on a daring mission to Hampton Roads to cut out a Union gunboat or a steamer.

Read set out that same day with 20 men, his ship armed with a single 12-pounder howitzer, planning to sail the 3,400 miles from Brazil to Norfolk. A month later, he took and burned his first prize. Others followed, but from the crewmen taken he learned that Union security precautions would make it impossible to enter Hampton Roads. Having taken six prizes in the Clarence, on June 12 Read shifted operations to one of them, the Tacony, which was faster than the Clarence; he then burned the Clarence. Taking other prizes in the Tacony, Read was soon forced to release his growing number of prisoners, which meant that his presence was no longer a secret.

Continuing north, in late June Read reached the New England fishing grounds, where he took and burned a half dozen schooners and captured a large clipper ship. By now he had exhausted his ammunition, and there were some 40 U.S. warships searching for him. Read, however, took 15 prizes in the Tacony before he burned that ship on June 25, 1863, after transferring to yet another prize, the small fishing schooner Archer.

On June 26, Read boldly sailed the Archer into Portland, Maine, where he captured the U.S. revenue cutter Caleb Cushing and managed to sail it out of the harbor. Federal officials armed two steamers and set out in pursuit. Unfortunately for Read, he was unaware of the location of the cutter’s ample ammunition supply, and following a brief gunfight, he scuttled the ship and surrendered. Read and his small band had taken 21 prizes, burning 15 of them and causing widespread panic along the North Atlantic seaboard.

Exchanged in 1864, Read then distinguished himself with the James River Squadron and as commander of the side-wheel steamer CSS Webb during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Following the war, Read served on a British merchantman and then became master of a United Fruit Company steamer. He was a Mississippi River pilot before serving as president of the Board of Harbor Masters at New Orleans until the late 1880s. Read died in Meridian, Mississippi, on January 25, 1890.
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Reagan, John Henninger

Birth Date: October 8, 1818

Death Date: March 6, 1905

Confederate politician. John Henninger Reagan was born on October 8, 1818, in Sevier County, Tennessee, and moved to Texas in 1839. There he served in the Republic of Texas Army, was deputy state surveyor (1839–1843), and studied law. Admitted to the bar in 1848, Reagan served in the state legislature (1847–1849), was a district court judge (1852–1857), and served in the U.S. House of Representatives (1857–1861). He supported Texas secession in 1861 and was elected to the Provisional Confederate Congress.

In March 1861, Reagan was persuaded to take the cabinet-level position of postmaster general. He quickly ramped up operations, recruiting former federal postal workers and attempting to make the Confederate postal service a pay-as-you-go operation, which was mandated by the Confederate Constitution. This proved to be no small task, but Reagan effectively combined and eliminated routes, exacted a major cut in railroad shipping rates, and raised postal rates. He also insisted that postal employees be exempt from military service, which rankled the War Department. By the winter of 1862, Reagan threatened to resign over the criticism aimed at him by the War Department, but President Jefferson Davis, whom Reagan admired greatly, convinced him to stay on.

Reagan soon became more than a postmaster general; he would in fact become one of Davis’s closest confidants. When the Confederate government fled Richmond in the spring of 1865, Reagan was the only cabinet member to remain with Davis. Captured with Davis by Union authorities, Reagan spent several months imprisoned at Fort Warren (Boston). After his release, he requested that President Andrew Johnson not seek a punitive peace against the South and asked that Texans reconcile themselves to the war’s outcome.
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John Henninger Reagan of Texas proved highly effective as Confederate postmaster general. He also became a confidant of President Jefferson Davis. (Library of Congress)

After the war, Reagan practiced law and remained active in Texas politics. He was a delegate to the 1875 Texas Constitutional Convention. He also returned to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from 1875 until 1887, at which time he took a seat in the U.S. Senate, serving a partial term (1887–1891). Upon his return to Texas, he served as chairman of the influential Texas Railroad Commission (1891–1903). Reagan died on March 6, 1905, in Palestine, Texas.
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Reams Station, First Battle of

See Wilson-Kautz Raid
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Reams Station, Second Battle of

Event Date: August 25, 1864

Engagement in Dinwiddie County, Virginia, during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac endeavored to get behind the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia under General Robert E. Lee at Petersburg in June 1864, but Lee was able to block this thrust, and the fighting degenerated into stalemate as the Union forces conducted siege operations against both Petersburg and the nearby Confederate capital of Richmond. Searching for a way to break the deadlock, Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, who had accompanied the Army of the Potomac in the field, ordered attacks on Lee’s lines of communication in an effort to starve the Confederates of supplies. At the same time, Grant was under pressure to deliver a Union military victory that would buttress President Abraham Lincoln’s effort to win reelection in November 1864.

Grant targeted the Weldon Railroad (also known as the Weldon & Petersburg Railroad), the vital supply line linking Lee’s army with Wilmington, North Carolina, which by then was the Confederacy’s only major port open for blockade-runners. In the Battle of Jerusalem Plank Road (June 21–23) and the Battle of Globe Tavern (August 18–21), Union forces enjoyed short-lived success, briefly cutting the line. After both battles, however, the Confederates were able to bridge the gap with wagon trains, and in any case they soon had the rails repaired. Grant was undaunted; he now dispatched Major General Winfield Scott Hancock’s II Corps, augmented by Brigadier General David M. Gregg’s cavalry, to destroy the 14 miles of Weldon track from near Globe Tavern south to Rowanty Creek.

The operation began on August 22, with Gregg’s cavalry in the vanguard. The Union horsemen immediately began tearing up tracks. By August 24 Hancock’s main force had occupied Reams Station and by that evening had torn up three miles of track. Realizing the serious threat that this posed to his supply line and the possible avenue of retreat for his army, Lee dispatched Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s corps, along with Major General Wade Hampton’s cavalry.

Grant was then ill, and Meade was in temporary command of Union operations. Meade believed that Lee was attempting to turn the Union left flank and thus began rearranging his units accordingly, taking up a defensive stance. Unfortunately for the Federals at Reams Station, Meade failed to reinforce their section of the line, assuming that the able Hancock could hold there with the forces available. Hill, also in ill health, meanwhile passed command of his forces to his subordinate, Major General Henry Heth.

The Battle of Reams Station began on August 25 when the cavalry forces under Hampton and Gregg clashed. The Confederates forced the Union troopers back toward Reams Station. When Heth’s infantry arrived, he ordered an immediate assault. Aware of the Confederate approach, Hancock had recalled his men from tearing up track and had placed them behind fortifications. The Union soldiers were unable to repulse the Confederate attack, and their lines soon collapsed. Hancock was able to rally enough men to launch a brief counterattack, however. This provided sufficient time for the bulk of his corps to withdraw toward Petersburg.

Despite destroying a few more miles of track, the Second Battle of Reams Station has to be counted as a Union defeat. Union losses in the infantry and cavalry totaled 2,747, including some 2,000 captured. The Confederate total was only 814 killed, wounded, or captured. On the negative side for the Confederates, however, from this point on they would be able to send supplies by rail on the Weldon only as far as Stony Creek Depot, 16 miles south of Petersburg. There the supplies would then have to be offloaded into wagons for movement to Dinwiddie Court House and then along the Boydton Plank Road into Petersburg.
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Rebel Yell

Distinctive battle cry unique to Confederate military units during the Civil War. The Rebel Yell had antecedents in the war cries often associated with Celtic culture and the shouts that Native Americans employed in warfare.

Like its uncertain origin, the exact sound of the Rebel Yell has been debated for years. It was generally described as consisting of several syllables, having a distinctive high pitch, and as being expressed with tremendous volume. There is no doubt that it was distinctly recognizable from other military cheers and often over other battlefield noises. It may have been a single cry yelled all together by a unit or the sum of massed individual yells. Variation by region and circumstance no doubt also affected the sound. Recollections of those who heard it frequently noted its eerie and almost inhuman quality.

As a war cry, the Rebel Yell was most commonly associated with offensive action (such as charging an enemy line). Expressing the emotion and intensity of combat, it contributed on a psychological level to an offensive assault, although it is difficult to separate its effects from the overall picture of combat. As the war progressed, Confederate forces used the Rebel Yell more widely, both in combat and in camp. The war cry was employed principally to intimidate enemy troops, exaggerate the size of an offensive force, and bolster morale and esprit de corps.
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Reconstruction

Start Date: 1865

End Date: 1877

The process of restoring the seceded states to the Union and of delivering the promise of freedom and citizenship to millions of emancipated slaves. The Civil War inflicted mass devastation on the South. Many cities were destroyed, illness and hunger swept the region, the Southern economy was devastated, and thousands were left jobless. Restoring the former Confederate states to the Union and to productivity would require struggles both physical and political, especially under the new reality of emancipation. Similarly, most of the 4 million emancipated slaves, known as freedmen, found themselves destitute.

Despite the obstacles, most freedmen looked eagerly to the future. They hoped to establish their own churches and schools and to legalize their marriages. African Americans also hoped to own land to support and protect their independence. Many believed that this was their due. Union major general William T. Sherman encouraged such hopes in January 1865 when he ordered South Carolinian lands to be divided into 40-acre parcels and given to freedmen. Rumors spread that the federal government would give each freedman “40 acres and a mule.”

In truth, Reconstruction began when large areas of the South fell under solid federal control. Indeed, in much of Louisiana and Tennessee, the process had begun as early as 1862. Reconstructed regions were therefore not subject to Union directives aimed at the Confederacy, such as the Emancipation Proclamation of January 1863.

Presidential Reconstruction

President Abraham Lincoln wanted to bring the seceded states back into the Union quickly. Even before the war’s end, he planned for Reconstruction—rebuilding the former Confederate states and reuniting the nation. To encourage Southerners to abandon the Confederacy, Lincoln issued the Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction on December 8, 1863. He gave full pardons to all Southerners—except high-ranking Confederate leaders—who swore allegiance to the U.S. Constitution and accepted federal laws ending slavery. This proclamation permitted a state to rejoin the Union when 10 percent of its residents who had voted in 1860 swore loyalty to the nation.

Many members in Congress objected to Lincoln’s Ten Percent Plan. They did not trust the Confederates to become loyal U.S. citizens or to protect the rights of former slaves. In July 1864, Congress created its own Reconstruction plan in the Wade-Davis Bill. It called for the Confederate states to abolish slavery and delayed Reconstruction until a majority of each state’s white males took a loyalty oath. Lincoln vetoed the bill and in his second inaugural address, delivered on March 4, 1865, clarified his goal for Reconstruction: “With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on … to bind up the nation’s wounds … to do all which may achieve … a just and lasting peace.”

How Reconstruction might have developed under Lincoln will never be known. On April 14, 1865, Confederate sympathizer John Wilkes Booth shot the president as he and his wife watched a play at Ford’s Theatre in Washington. Lincoln died early the following morning. The assassination increased the distrust between the North and the South, and many Northerners believed that Booth participated in a conspiracy organized by Confederate leaders.

African Americans in Office in the South, 1870–1876
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* Elected but not seated due to election challenge.

With Lincoln’s death, Vice President Andrew Johnson assumed the presidency. Johnson, a Democrat, former slave owner, and senator from Tennessee, had been chosen as Lincoln’s running mate in 1864 because of his pro-Union sympathies. Despite his support for the Union and his wartime experience as Tennessee’s military governor, Johnson proved ill-suited for the challenges of Reconstruction. He also lacked Lincoln’s political acumen and formidable stature.

Johnson favored a government controlled by whites, and he held, as did most whites, prejudices against African Americans. In May 1865, Johnson pardoned all rebels except former Confederate officers and officeholders and the richest planters. For readmission into the Union, his plan required that states nullify their acts of secession and abolish slavery. Many Southerners supported Johnson’s plan because it allowed former Confederate leaders to control Reconstruction by dominating the state governments.

Quickly, in much of the South unrepentant officers and planter elites resumed positions of authority. As lawmakers, these former Confederates made sure that the new state constitutions did not grant voting rights to freedmen. When these leaders complained about the presence of African American troops in the South, President Johnson supported their removal. Furthermore, by recognizing Mississippi’s new government, Johnson overlooked the state’s refusal to ratify the Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery.

President Johnson’s actions encouraged former Confederates to adopt laws limiting the freedom of blacks. These so-called Black Codes aimed to prevent blacks from achieving social, political, and economic equality with whites in the South. African Americans could not hold meetings unless whites were present. The codes also forbade African Americans to travel without permits, own guns, attend school with whites, or serve on juries. Most importantly, the codes reestablished white control over African American labor. To force former slaves to return to the fields, some local codes prohibited blacks from living in towns unless they were servants and from renting land outside of towns or cities. Several states required freed people to sign long-term labor contracts. Those who refused could be arrested and have their labor put up for auction. The codes also allowed judges to decide whether African American parents could support their children. Children without support could be bound, or hired out against their will. Johnson’s approach therefore pleased few in the North and soon found angry opposition in Congress, where many legislators now demanded a much more punitive program.

Congressional Reconstruction

In contrast, Radical Republicans, such as Representative Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania, insisted that blacks be given the right to vote. Radical Republicans believed that the proper aim of Reconstruction was to create a new South where all men enjoyed equal rights. The Radicals also saw land reform as the key to changing society in the South. Representative Stevens and Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts agreed that the plantations must be divided among the freeman. This economic independence would ensure black freedom and destroy the political power base of the South. Despite Stevens and Sumner’s efforts, government land seizure never gained wide support. Therefore, many Radicals shifted their efforts to civil equality.

In early 1866, Congress held hearings on conditions in the South. Witnesses before the Joint Committee on Reconstruction presented evidence of violence. African Americans recounted tales of murder, physical intimidation, and vandalism, and Southern Unionists told of death threats. These reports convinced moderate Republicans to join with the Radicals. One move made by the Radicals was to extend the life of the Freedmen’s Bureau. Congress created the bureau in March 1865 to aid the millions of Southerners left homeless and hungry by the war. The bureau distributed food and clothing, served as an employment agency, set up hospitals, operated schools, and also played a major role in providing education for African Americans. In February 1866 Congress passed the Freedmen’s Bureau Bill to extend the life of the agency. President Johnson vetoed the bill on constitutional and financial grounds.

Furious with the president, Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1866, the first civil rights law in the nation’s history. It declared that everyone born in the United States was a citizen with full civil rights, but it did not guarantee voting rights. Johnson vetoed the bill, arguing that it centralized power in the federal government. His veto eroded his support in Congress and united moderate and Radical Republicans against him. Congress eventually overrode Johnson’s veto. In June 1866, Congress also passed the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution. The amendment extended equal citizenship to African Americans and all people “born or naturalized in the United States”; denied states the right to deprive anyone of “life, liberty, or property without due process of law”; and promised all citizens equal protection under the law.

By the spring and summer of 1866, many Americans grew increasingly troubled by the ongoing violence against African Americans in the South. Race riots became more common throughout the region, which made Johnson’s call for leniency toward the southern rebels seem absurd. During the midterm congressional election, the Radicals seized control of Congress and decided that blacks must have the right to vote. In January 1867 a bill granting African American suffrage in the District of Columbia passed, despite Johnson’s veto. Congress next extended this right to the country’s territories.

The Republicans also passed the Reconstruction Acts of 1867. These divided the former Confederacy, with the exception of the already reconstructed Tennessee, into five military districts, commanded by U.S. Army generals and occupied by U.S. troops, many of whom were black. The acts also disenfranchised former Confederates and those who supported secession, thus rendering most white men in the South ineligible to vote or hold office. To gain readmission into the Union, states were required to ratify the Fourteenth Amendment as well as submit to Congress new constitutions that guaranteed all men the vote. The act further required that blacks be allowed to vote for delegates to the state constitutional conventions as well as to serve as delegates.

Throughout 1867 and 1868, the Radicals and President Johnson conducted a fierce political battle. To protect their Reconstruction policies, the Radicals passed the Tenure of Office Act in 1867, which required Senate approval of a replacement before the president could remove an appointed official who had been confirmed by the Senate. In February 1867 Johnson disregarded the Tenure of Office Act in an effort to oust Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, and the House of Representatives responded by voting to impeach the president. The trial lasted eight weeks, and the final tally in the Senate fell one vote shy of the majority needed to convict and remove Johnson from the presidency.

In 1868, Americans were set to elect a new president. The Republicans nominated Union Civil War hero General Ulysses Grant to run against Democratic hopeful Horatio Seymour. Grant defeated Seymour, but the Republicans realized that black voters had given them a decided advantage. Eager to protect this power in the North and the South, the Republicans drafted the Fifteenth Amendment, which stated that “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of race, color, or previous conditions of servitude.”

Reconstruction in the South

With the passage of the Reconstruction Acts, blacks became more hopeful for equal citizenship. Many registered to vote and joined political groups such as the Union League. The league spread the views of the Republican Party to freed slaves and poor whites. The Union League also built schools and churches for African Americans. As blacks became more involved in politics, they served as delegates to all the state constitutional conventions. During Reconstruction, more than 600 African Americans were elected as representatives, and hundreds of others held state and local offices.

The arrival of northern Republicans eager to participate in the state conventions increased resentment among whites in the South. These northern Republicans, called carpetbaggers because they carried everything they owned in a carpetbag, came south in search of economic opportunities. Southerners who supported the Republican Party were called scalawags. Many supporters of Reconstruction in the South formed a Republican alliance to seize economic and political control from the planters and rebuild the South to improve conditions for poor white farmers and African Americans. To fight the Republican Party’s growing power and to retract the political and social rights of blacks, the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) was founded in 1866 by six former Confederates. The organization grew quickly and attracted southerners from all classes. The KKK used terrorist tactics to intimidate Republican supporters and African Americans. Other such groups followed. During the 1870s, Congress responded to the growing violence with the Enforcement Acts, which empowered the federal government to combat such terrorism with military force.

In 1873 a severe economic depression, known as the Panic of 1873, gripped the nation. Republicans came under pressure as workers threatened strikes and farmers demanded relief. The Republicans also abandoned universal voting rights as thousands of immigrants joined the Democratic Party. The Republicans soon lost much of their support, and the Democrats in 1874 gained seats in Congress. Republicans tried one last effort to enforce Reconstruction through the Civil Rights Act of 1875, which prohibited public businesses from discriminating against African Americans. However, conservative and moderate Republicans and most Democrats began to view Reconstruction as a burden.

For the presidential election of 1876, Democrats nominated Samuel J. Tilden of New York, who challenged war hero Republican Rutherford B. Hayes of Ohio. After a contested election, Hayes entered into an agreement with leading Republicans and southern Democrats, called the Compromise of 1877. In return for the Democrats’ acceptance of Hayes as president, the Republicans agreed to withdraw the remaining federal troops from the South. In 1877, the last of the Reconstruction governments fell. The individuals behind the Democratic Party’s return to power were known as the Redeemers. The old guard returned with a vengeance. In almost every former Confederate state, architects of secession, planter aristocrats, and former generals dominated social and political life, as if very little had changed. They rewrote state constitutions and overturned many of the Reconstruction governments’ reforms.

By abandoning Reconstruction, the Republicans abandoned millions of African Americans, who now saw their hopes for equality and opportunity dashed. Throughout the South, so-called Jim Crow laws eroded the promises contained in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments. Rigid segregation became codified, and blacks were largely barred from voting. Most African Americans faced a bleak existence, one now compounded by white resentment and racial hatred that had not existed as such before the war. Although Reconstruction failed to deliver the kind of economic and educational development that its supporters envisioned, it did provide a legal foundation for such, which unfortunately for millions went largely ignored after 1877. By failing to provide the funding for meaningful programs and by refusing to give potentially useful initiatives such as the Freedmen’s Bureau needed authority and resources, Reconstruction could never provide the uplifting experience that its more idealistic proponents sought. Also, the heavy-handedness of the Radical Republicans inspired resentment and backlash. Clearly, presidential Reconstruction, especially under Johnson, proved unsatisfactory on many grounds, but congressional or military Reconstruction under the Radicals, while perhaps well intentioned, also failed in most of its aims. The situation demanded a more nuanced approach, which in the postwar political climate was impossible to achieve.
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Recruitment of Seamen, Union and Confederate Navies

Means of filling wartime personnel demands. To serve in the U.S. Navy, a recruit had to be at least 4′8″ tall and 18 years old. No inexperienced men over age 35 were accepted, but men with naval experience were accepted to age 38. By a regulation of 1863, boys could be enlisted at age 13 but only with parental consent.

Although some U.S. Navy enlisted personnel came from the U.S. Army, most notably in the case of the gunboats on the western waters, the vast majority of seamen enlisted at regular recruiting stations, known as rendezvous, and located at the naval yards and in seaport cities where recruits were likely to be found. Shortages of seamen led both sides to offer bounties for long-term enlistment. In the Union Navy, this could be as much as $300, or two years’ pay, for a three-year enlistment. Bonuses were also paid for reenlistments. Early in 1862, the Confederate Navy offered a $50 bonus to any recruit enlisting for three years or for the duration of the war.

The Confederate Congress passed a conscription law in April 1862, which provided that any trained seaman in the army could apply for transfer to the navy. With the army refusing to release recruits and with the demand high for trained seamen, in May 1863 the Confederate Congress passed a bill that required the army to release any men requested by the Navy Department who desired a transfer. Still, securing transfers was difficult.

Enlistment times in both navies varied from as little as a month in critical need to as long as the duration of the war. Three years was a normal term of enlistment early in the war for the U.S. Navy. Prohibitions were in place against enlisting foreigners, the incompetent, and “idiots,” but in the Civil War—as throughout history—recruiters often looked the other way.

Both navies suffered from desertions, although no figures are available on the number. This was sufficient in the U.S. Navy for the department to hire detectives to try to chase down the culprits. Among the latter were bounty jumpers, individuals who signed on, received a significant bounty payment, and then deserted at the first opportunity in order to repeat the process in another location and under a different name.

In the U.S. Navy, a recruit was considered officially enlisted after he had signed a contract, commonly referred to as a shipping article, in the presence of a commissioned officer. This included the recruit’s date of enlistment; pay, with any advances and possible bounties; and rating. Following his enlistment, the recruit reported to one of a number of receiving ships to be issued clothing and equipment and perhaps receive some training prior to ship assignment.
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Recruitment of Soldiers, Confederate and Union

Means of meeting wartime personnel needs. Voluntary military enlistment in both the Union and the Confederacy proved to be fraught with problems. Before the war began and in the early months of the conflict, neither side had difficulty raising troops. Indeed, in the North, eager volunteers had to be turned away. As the conflict progressed, however, enlistments fell off sharply, prompting both sides to resort to involuntary conscription.

On April 15, 1861, the Abraham Lincoln administration issued a call for 75,000 volunteers to serve for 90 days. The call was met enthusiastically, and by late spring more than 75,000 men had enlisted for military service. There was, however, no uniformity to enlistments at that point. Many signed on for just the 90 days, while others, such as those from New York, enlisted for federal service for two years. Ninety-day enlistees from New York were expected to provide an additional two years of duty in the state.

On May 3, 1861, Lincoln called for an additional 42,000 enlistees to serve for three years in federal service. He also requested 18,000 men to enlist for service in the U.S. Navy and another 6,347 to enlist in the Regular Army. At the same time, the War Department attempted to make enlistment periods longer in duration and more uniform—three years was the expected norm. Some states, such as New York, balked. The Lincoln administration was thus compelled to reach a compromise, and New York enlistees were generally mustered in for two years of service. Also, a number of other units were mustered in on shorter terms for political expediency. By better controlling enlistment at the federal level, the War Department was attempting to avoid having Washington, D.C., swamped with too many men at one time, which would have presented logistical nightmares in terms of housing, provisioning, and training. It was also decided that having too many volunteers idle in large encampments was not a wise idea from the standpoint of discipline and sanitation.

An example of the general antipathy toward military service in the North, especially among working-class white men and immigrants, can be found in the New York City Draft Riots (July 13–17, 1863), in which anywhere from 120 to 2,000 people lost their lives and another 2,000–8,000 were injured. The immediate catalyst had been the March 1863 Enrollment Act passed by Congress, but beyond that the melee demonstrated that the lower classes believed that they were shouldering much of the burden in terms of providing military manpower, and there was fear among the Irish that African Americans would take their jobs. The Emancipation Proclamation, having significantly altered war aims, was indeed a major contributing factor in fostering lower-class resentment.

As in the North, the Jefferson Davis administration initially had few problems raising volunteer troops. The Provisional Confederate Congress issued a call-up of state militias and authorized the raising of 100,000 volunteer recruits on March 6, 1861. Until mid-April, only 6- and 12-month enlistments from the state and local levels were accepted. Davis, however, believing that the war might well last longer than a few months, pushed for longer enlistment periods, which not surprisingly fell afoul of states’ rights advocates. By the end of April 1861, Congress began allowing the national government to accept enlistees directly into military service, thus bypassing local and state recruitment efforts. This latest effort also approved, for the first time, three-year enlistment periods. By June 1, the Confederate government called for 400,000 new volunteers.

State leaders balked at such a heavy-handed national policy, however, and the Davis administration acceded to shorter 6- and 12-month enlistment terms from the state level. By early 1862 with thousands of enlistments set to expire, the Confederate Congress began to contemplate a conscription law, which was enacted in April 1862. Part of the law turned all 6- and 12-month enlistments into three-year enlistments. The law irked leaders in the individual states, who nevertheless grudgingly acceded to the exigencies of the war.

In both the South and the North, women played an important role in the enrollment process. In forming their armies, the Union and the Confederacy mobilized soldiers as members of community units, and the entire community participated. Community pride was at stake, with towns competing against one another to enroll more men into the army. For both women and men in the North and the South, the patriotic zeal of the summer of 1861 eclipsed any prior lukewarm feelings regarding the need for war. The excitement of community competition and the social activities surrounding enlistment also overshadowed the harsh reality that some of the enlistees would not return home. In the initial enlistment process in 1861, Northern and Southern women played similar roles, although evidence suggests that Southern women were given more credit for enlistments than their Northern counterparts. As the war continued, the roles of women in the two regions diverged, with Southern women increasingly opposing the enlistment of their male relatives.
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Rector, Henry Massey

Birth Date: May 1, 1816

Death Date: August 12, 1899

Governor of Arkansas. Henry Massey Rector was born on May 1, 1816, in Louisville, Kentucky, and moved to St. Louis as a youth. In 1835 Rector relocated to Arkansas and became a farmer on land he had inherited near Collegeville. He was a U.S. marshal (1842–1843) and served in the Arkansas Senate as a Democrat (1848–1850). He subsequently studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1854. Rector then began a successful practice in Little Rock, and from 1855 until 1859 he sat in the state legislature. He sat on the Arkansas Supreme Court (1859–1860) before running for governor in 1860.

After a hard-fought campaign, Rector became governor on November 16, 1860. He soon convened a secession convention, which first met in March 1861. The delegates initially voted against secession, which angered the prosecessionist Rector. While the convention dithered, the governor moved boldly and unilaterally, ordering state troops to occupy Fort Smith and seize the U.S. arsenal in Little Rock. He also sent a contingent of state troops to Virginia after that state seceded in April.

Arkansas finally seceded on May 6, 1861, at which time the secession convention decided to remain in session to help supervise the war effort. Rector was not happy with this decision. Meddling by the convention combined with the state’s poor finances and growing resistance to the Confederate government stymied most of Rector’s plans to prepare the state for war. As time went on, Rector and the convention delegates were in a constant state of feuding. In the autumn of 1862, the state’s newly adopted constitution did not endorse Rector’s governorship, and he was forced to leave office on November 4, only halfway through his term in office.

Thereafter Rector resumed his legal career and farming interests. He died on August 12, 1899, in Little Rock.
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Red River Campaign

Start Date: March 10, 1864

End Date: May 22, 1864

Failed Union offensive in Louisiana and Arkansas preparatory to an invasion of Texas. The Red River Campaign was the largest combined operation to that point in U.S. military history and in the Civil War; it was also one of the war’s major military fiascos. Major General Ulysses S. Grant favored an operation against Mobile, Alabama, but before he could assume the post of general in chief, President Abraham Lincoln and Major General Henry W. Halleck set in motion an operation to capture Shreveport, Louisiana.

Located in extreme northwestern Louisiana on the west bank of the Red River, Shreveport had long been a Union military objective. This city of 12,000 people was the capital of Confederate Louisiana and the headquarters of General Edmund Kirby Smith’s Trans-Mississippi Department. An important manufacturing center and supply depot, Shreveport boasted a naval yard and was a hub for war-related industries in eastern Texas and goods shipped from Mexico. Despite military reasons for proceeding against Shreveport, the chief Union motivations were economic and political. The Red River Valley was the greatest cotton-production area in the Confederacy, with some 2 million bales stored along the river and its tributaries. The shortage of cotton had idled thousands of New England textile workers, and securing that cotton would mean New England jobs and an assist to Lincoln in the November presidential election. Additionally, French emperor Napoleon III had dispatched a sizable expeditionary force to Mexico, and Washington wanted to forestall any possible French designs on Texas.

The plan called for ships of Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s Mississippi Squadron to proceed up the Red River, providing transportation and furnishing gunfire support and logistical assistance to the army. Union forces enjoyed numerical advantage in every area. Although there was no overall commander—one of the plan’s major failings—Major General Nathaniel P. Banks, commanding the largest contingent, fancied himself as such. Banks’s political standing in New England had secured him a major generalcy of volunteers, but despite his lack of military training, he repeatedly rejected sound advice offered by his professional subordinates. Reportedly, Banks was considering a run for the presidency in 1864 on the Republican ticket. Keeping him occupied in the West would mean that he was less likely to stir up trouble for Lincoln’s own effort.

With some 19,000 infantry and 3,000 cavalry from his Department of the Gulf, Banks was to march from New Orleans to Opelousas and then north to Alexandria, where he would be joined by some 2,500 men of the U.S. Colored Corps and link up with the second Union prong of 10,000 veterans of Major General William T. Sherman’s Army of the Tennessee, commanded by Brigadier General Andrew Jackson Smith. This combined force, numbering 34,500 men and 90 artillery pieces, would move north against Shreveport, supported by Porter’s ships. Because of the upcoming Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Smith had strict orders not to proceed beyond Shreveport, and his men were detailed for one month only, until mid-April. At the same time, 10,400 men under Major General Frederick Steele, commander of the Department of Arkansas, would close in from the north.

Success depended on all of these columns coming together at precisely the same time. Failure of any one would place the whole plan in jeopardy. Another threat to the plan’s success lay in the possibility of the Confederates concentrating to defeat the Union prongs in detail.

The Red River Campaign commenced on March 10, 1864, three days behind schedule, when Smith’s men loaded into steamer transports at Vicksburg. The next evening they rendezvoused with Porter’s warships off the mouth of the Red. Porter had 90 ships, the most powerful assembly of naval strength on inland waters of the war, including 13 ironclads, 12 lighter-draft gunboats, and 1 ram, along with tugs, tenders, dispatch boats, supply ships, and a hospital vessel. Porter was, however, greatly concerned about the depth of the river. In normal times, the 1,300-mile Red River, which joined the Mississippi above Baton Rouge, was navigable to Shreveport without major difficulty, but exceptionally dry weather and Confederate defensive efforts by the time the operation began considerably reduced the Red River’s water level.

On March 12, the Union warships and transports entered the Red. Porter sent some ships up the Ouachita to neutralize a Confederate fortification at Trinity, and the next day Smith’s men disembarked at Simmesport on the Atchafalaya River to march overland against Confederate Fort DeRussy midway between the Red River’s mouth and Alexandria. With eight guns and two fieldpieces, the fort was designed to defend the water approaches. Eight miles below DeRussy, the Confederates had also erected a river obstruction. Major General John G. Walker’s division of 3,300 Texas troops defended the area. Walker sent word to Major General Richard Taylor, commanding the Western District of Louisiana, who hastily ordered an evacuation. This doomed DeRussy but saved the bulk of the Texans for the important battles to come.

On March 14, the men of four of Porter’s ships under Lieutenant Commander Seth L. Phelps removed the water obstructions as Smith’s troops moved overland. A joint Union assault on the evening of March 14 brought Fort DeRussy’s surrender. Of its 300 defenders, 185 were taken prisoner. Union casualties were 38 killed or wounded. Smith’s troops then rejoined the transports, and by the morning of March 16, Alexandria was in Union hands. Porter now awaited the arrival of Banks.

Both Banks and Steele were behind schedule, however. Banks was to have been at Alexandria on March 17, but his entire force did not arrive there until March 26, and Steele did not even set out until March 16. Counting Walker’s Texans, Taylor had some 7,000 men. He planned delaying actions to mask his actual strength and to engage Banks in pitched battle only at a time and place of Taylor’s choosing. On March 21, however, Brigadier General Albert L. Lee’s cavalry caught Confederate cavalrymen in bivouac near Alexandria and captured 350.

Banks now had 32,500 men in and around Alexandria, along with 90 guns. Porter’s ships mounted 210 heavy guns. With such resources, few doubted that taking Shreveport would be an easy matter. Yet despite an order from Grant urging speed, Banks delayed to supervise local elections at Alexandria on April 1.

Porter, concerned about the dropping water level in the Red, decided to proceed. Experienced river pilot Wellington Withenbury advised him to take only his light-draft vessels and warned Porter about the “falls” at Alexandria—sandstone boulders in the river that usually were well below the surface but would be treacherous in low water. Porter ignored this sound advice in the belief that the Confederates might have as many as five ironclads in the river and that he would need his heavier ships.
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The falling water in the Red resulted largely from deliberate Confederate action. The Confederates sank a large steamer athwart the river near Tone’s Bayou, then turned it into a dam, diverting the Red into old Tone’s Bayou channel and thence into Bayou Pierre. Although much of the water flowed back into the Red River a few miles above Grand Ecore, a large amount remained to form a 19-mile-wide collection lake and drop the water level in the Red.

On March 29 Porter set out with a dozen ships, but it took three days just to get the large ironclad Eastport through the falls, and the hospital ship wrecked. Porter did get 12 warships and 30 transport steamers past Alexandria. It then took four days to cover the 100 miles to Grand Ecore. The Confederates, meanwhile, torched thousands of bales of cotton to keep them from falling into Union hands.

Lee’s cavalry had departed Alexandria on March 26, and Smith’s men followed the next evening. At the steamboat landing at Cotile, 22 miles north of Alexandria, Smith’s troops boarded the transports. Major General William B. Franklin left Alexandria with the bulk of Banks’s men on March 29. Banks left behind at Alexandria, however, an entire division of 4,000 men. Lee’s cavalry took Natchitoches on March 30, and Franklin’s men arrived there on April 1, covering the 60 miles from Alexandria in four days of hard marching.

Not until April 2 did Banks depart Alexandria for Grand Ecore in an army steamer. The following day, he was faced with deciding on the route to Shreveport. Smith’s troops were scheduled to leave in only 12 days. Withenbury had a considerable financial investment in cotton grown near the river upstream. Knowing that it would be safe only if the army did not proceed upriver with the navy, he recommended one of two interior roads, one to the east (actually a better route but one that would take three additional days to traverse) and one far to the west. Aware of the pressing time constraints on a third of his force, Banks decided to move north along the westerly road some 20 miles inland. Banks and Porter planned to meet at a point opposite Springfield Landing, about 30 miles south of Shreveport, on April 10.

Between Grand Ecore and Shreveport, the river was narrow and winding. Afraid that the Eastport might ground in these conditions, Porter left it behind at Grand Ecore and proceeded with 6 ships, 3 of them ironclads. Accompanying these were 20 army transports and 2,300 of Smith’s men.

Porter set out on April 7. He quickly concluded that marching along the Red would have been the best route by far for Banks. The roads were good and were flanked by wide fields, and the troops would have been able to move without the large supply train transporting 10 days of rations specified by Banks.

Banks’s men resumed their march, beginning on April 6. Banks placed Lee’s cavalry in front, followed by 300 supply wagons protected by the 2,500-man Corps d’Afrique, the main body of 15,000 men under Franklin, 700 wagons, and finally the bulk of Smith’s force, bringing up the rear, protected by a cavalry brigade screen.

On April 7 some 3 miles north of Pleasant Hill, Lee’s cavalry fought a sharp engagement with Confederate cavalry under Brigadier General Thomas Green. On April 8 the Union column reached Sabine Cross Roads, just south of Mansfield and about 40 miles south-southwest of Shreveport.

That day, with the Union column stretching over some 20 miles of road, Taylor and about 8,800 Confederates attacked its head. The Battle of Mansfield (April 8, 1864) was the decisive engagement of the campaign. Because of Banks’s march arrangements, only about 12,000 Union troops actually participated. The Confederates steadily drove the Union troops back, and when the Confederates mounted a double envelopment, Union resistance collapsed. Only a stand by Brigadier General William H. Emory’s division prevented complete disaster. Banks suffered 2,235 casualties and lost 20 guns, 250 wagons, nearly 1,000 draft animals, and thousands of small arms. Taylor’s 1,500 casualties were actually heavier in terms of numbers of men engaged, but he had ended the Union drive on Shreveport.

Marching all night, the Union troops set up strong positions the next morning at Pleasant Hill, 14 miles south. Although still badly outnumbered, Taylor pursued and, reinforced, attacked in the late afternoon. Union counterattacks nullified initial Confederate success, and nightfall ended the fighting. Union casualties totaled 1,506; Taylor lost some 700.

Despite having achieved a tactical victory, Banks believed that his army was threatened with destruction, and he now decided to withdraw completely. The Union troops retired at night to Grand Ecore and from there to Alexandria.

Porter, meanwhile, arrived at Springfield Landing on April 10 to await Banks. Porter had dispatched ships up the Ouachita River, reaching Monroe, Louisiana, where they confiscated 3,000 bales of cotton, brought off about 800 slaves, and destroyed some property. Learning what had happened to Banks, Porter ordered his ships to descend the river, but Banks’s precipitous withdrawal had freed up thousands of Confederates, who fired on the ships from the river bluffs. On April 12 at Blair’s Landing, one of the Union ironclads grounded. As Union seamen worked to free it, Confederate troops attacked. The resulting engagement cost the Confederates some 300 casualties, while the squadron suffered only 7 wounded. Brigadier General Thomas Green, who had led the attack, was among the Confederate dead.
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Federal transports below the falls in the Red River, April 1864, during the ill-fated Union Red River Expedition of March 10–May 22. (Library of Congress)

On April 15, Porter’s ships reached Grand Ecore. That same day, however, the Eastport struck a torpedo (mine). Although two steam pump boats raised the badly damaged ship, the Eastport continued to ground, and Porter ordered it blown up on April 26.

Following the destruction of the Eastport, the remaining three Union warships and two pump boats got under way. They had gone about 20 miles when they reached a bend in the river and came under attack from a land force of some 1,200 men with 18 artillery pieces. The Champion No. 3 was hit in its starboard boiler, releasing clouds of steam. Three crewmen died, but of 150–200 escaped slaves on board, only 15 survived. The pump boat was abandoned and subsequently captured. The next morning, April 27, the Champion No. 5 was sunk. The three gunboats suffered 43 casualties but made it to Alexandria.

By April 27, Porter had 12 ships above the rapids. Banks’s men were there and could provide protection, but the situation facing the squadron appeared dire. The river was rapidly falling. On April 28, Porter reported only 3.25 feet at the falls, with 7 feet required to pass his ships over. Porter was thus facing the prospect of having to destroy his ships or see them fall into the hands of the Confederates.

Engineer Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Bailey proposed constructing a dam across the river at the rapids to raise the water level. This seemed impossible, but Bailey convinced Porter, who requested and received from Banks some 3,500 men and 200–300 wagons. The soldiers razed nearby mills for materials and felled trees.

Work began on April 30, and by May 8 the project was essentially complete. One more day would have been sufficient for Porter to be able to pass his ships over the falls, but on the morning of May 9, the pressure of the water swept away part of the dam. Porter immediately ordered the shallow-draft vessels to proceed. All of these, their hatches battened down, successfully passed over the falls.

Six of the ironclads and two tugs were still stranded, but Bailey immediately went to work building three wing dams upstream at the upper falls to force the water into one channel. The earlier work had taken eight days; the new project took three days. The remaining eight ships all passed through during May 12–13.

Banks’s men then also departed Alexandria. They reached Simmesport on May 16 without significant Confederate harassment. Bailey supervised construction of an improvised bridge of steamboats across the Atchafalaya, and by May 19 the entire command was over that river. Smith’s troops immediately departed for Vicksburg, while most of XIX Corps proceeded east to join the Army of the Potomac. Porter’s squadron reentered the Mississippi River on April 21. The campaign was over.

The Arkansas prong of the ground effort, the so-called Camden Expedition, also met defeat. When Steele learned that Confederate generals Smith and Sterling Price had joined forces against him, he ordered a retreat toward Little Rock. The Confederates retook Camden, and at Jenkins’ Ferry, Arkansas, on April 29, they made contact as Steele’s men waited to cross the Sabine River. The Confederates arrived in force on April 30, but Steele was able to pass the majority of his men across the river. Union casualties totaled 700 men, whereas the Confederates lost 800–1,000. In the entire effort, Union casualties were 2,750 and Confederates casualties were 2,300, but the Union losses in guns, wagons, and pack animals were far heavier. The Battle of Jenkins’ Ferry also opened the way for the Confederates to invade Missouri.

Recriminations over the Red River Campaign began almost immediately. Congress investigated and subsequently placed most of the blame on Banks, who never again held a field command. Lincoln replaced him with Major General Edward R. S. Canby, and Banks subsequently left the army altogether. Aside from the destruction of considerable Confederate property, much of this self-inflicted, the Red River Campaign had been a fiasco. Sherman summed it as “One damn blunder from beginning to end.”
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Redwood, Allen Christian

Birth Date: June 19, 1844

Death Date: December 24, 1922

Confederate soldier, noted freelance writer, and artist. Allen Christian Redwood was born on June 19, 1844, at his family’s plantation in Lancaster County, Virginia. As an infant, he moved with his family to Baltimore, where he was educated at a private academy. He then began studying at the Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn (New York), but in 1861 with the beginning of the Civil War, at age 17 he returned to Virginia and enlisted as a private in the 1st Maryland Cavalry Regiment.

Redwood later transferred to the 55th Virginia Infantry Regiment and served in the Army of Northern Virginia. He saw considerable action and was taken prisoner at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). He also participated in the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). For a brief period he was secretary to Brigadier General Lunsford L. Lomax before rejoining his old unit. By war’s end, Redwood had been wounded on three separate occasions and had been taken prisoner for a second time, only days before the conflict ended.

Although Redwood did some sketches and drawings during the war, most of his work came in the postwar period. He was among just a handful of artists who actually served as a soldier and saw combat as a participant. His artistic renderings were hailed for their attention to detail, meticulous accuracy, and unabashed portrayals of violence and death. For many years Redwood worked on a freelance basis for such esteemed publications as Harper’s Monthly and Century Magazine, and he also contributed stories that accompanied his sketches and other artwork. His art portrayed combat, prisoner-of-war camps, wartime civilian life, and accurate depictions of everyday soldiers in a variety of settings. In addition to relying upon his own observations, Redwood also used photographs—some of them iconic—to produce his renderings. Redwood’s work and his status as a veteran made him quite popular with both Northern and Southern audiences. Many of Redwood’s sketches that had been published in Century Magazine were reproduced in 1887 in the four-volume Battles and Leaders of the Civil War.

Redwood traveled throughout the country after the war and produced many scenes depicting the Plains Indians. In 1898, Harper’s Weekly sent him to Cuba to cover the Spanish-American War. His works during that conflict mirrored his earlier Civil War work, which were models of the vérité style for which he was already well known. Redwood died on December 24, 1922, in Asheville, North Carolina. A large amount of Redwood’s unpublished work was bequeathed to the Museum of the Confederacy in 1982.
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Reeder, Andrew Horatio

Birth Date: July 12, 1807

Death Date: July 5, 1864

First governor of the Kansas Territory. Andrew Horatio Reeder was born on July 12, 1807, in Easton, Pennsylvania. After attending a private academy in Lawrenceville, New Jersey (now the Lawrenceville School), he studied law. Admitted to the bar in 1828, Reeder commenced a practice in Easton. He also soon became involved in Democratic politics at the state and local levels.

An early adherent of popular sovereignty, Reeder believed that the doctrine was the best way to handle the issue of slavery in the territories. Democratic president Franklin Pierce named Reeder as the first territorial governor on June 29, 1854, despite the fact that he never held public office. Reeder was sworn into office on July 7 but did not arrive in Kansas until October 1854. Shortly after his arrival, he embarked on a lengthy tour of the territory, which led him to believe that the issue of slavery might bring violence there. After postponing legislative elections until March 1855, which Reeder hoped would diminish proslavery and antislavery passions, the electoral process was in large part a sham. This sparked the beginning of the violence that came to be known as Bleeding Kansas. Reeder greatly compounded the ensuing turmoil by clumsily permitting all but the most bogus votes to be counted instead of declaring the results null and void and calling for new elections.

In July 1855, the newly seated territorial legislature, which greatly favored the proslavery stance, began to enact legislation that would protect slavery in Kansas at almost any cost. Although Reeder promptly vetoed these kinds of enactments, the vetoes were just as promptly overridden. When the legislature voted to oust Reeder from office, President Pierce removed him from the governorship on August 16, 1855.

Reeder, who had become a major landholder in Kansas, remained in the territory and became a staunch antislavery advocate. When the free-staters formed their own legislature, which was not recognized by the U.S. government, Reeder was elected a U.S. congressional delegate and then a U.S. senator, but he was never seated. Under intense pressure from proslavery forces, he finally fled Kansas, at which time he went on a lecture tour informing Americans of the excesses of Kansas’s slavery advocates. He also joined the Republican Party and campaigned for its 1856 presidential candidate, John C. Frémont.

By early 1857, Reeder had resumed his law practice in Easton, Pennsylvania, but would remain engaged in Republican national politics, campaigning for Abraham Lincoln in 1860. Reeder died in Easton on July 5, 1864.
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Refugee Home Society

Organization established to create a fund and purchase land to assist fugitive slaves in Ontario, Canada. The Refugee Home Society was founded at a meeting that took place in the Detroit City Hall on May 21, 1851. The creation of the society was instigated by Michigan abolitionists. Based in Detroit, the society’s main purpose was to help fugitive slaves immigrating to Canada from Michigan by purchasing blocks of land and supervising its distribution among black refugees. The society has been considered a by-product of the North American Agricultural League, the primary goal of which was to establish an agricultural union of black settlers on land purchased in Canada and the West Indies.

A year after its establishment, the Refugee Home Society merged with the Fugitive Union Society of Sandwich. David Hotchkiss, an American Missionary Association agent, along with fugitive slave Henry Bibb and his wife Mary, became its primary leaders. Unlike the other three major black settlements of Wilberforce, Dawn, and Elgin, the Refugee Home Society was not a geographically united community, as the purchased land was allocated south and east of the town of Windsor, Ontario. The society’s demise was rooted in the opposing factions within the black community, and the close of the Civil War brought an end to the society’s purpose.
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Reid, Hugh Thompson

Birth Date: October 18, 1811

Death Date: August 21, 1874

Union officer. Hugh Thompson Reid was born on October 18, 1811, in Union County, Indiana. He farmed for a time before attending Miami University and Indiana University. He then studied law and opened a practice. In 1839 Reid moved to Fort Madison, Iowa, where he became a successful land speculator and served a three-year term as a district attorney. In 1849 he moved to Keokuk, Iowa, and became president of the Des Moines Valley Railroad.

In late 1861, Reid began organizing what would become the 15th Iowa Infantry Regiment. On February 22, 1862, he became the outfit’s colonel and was soon assigned to the Army of the Tennessee. During the first day of combat at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Reid was shot in the neck and nearly given up for dead. He survived the wound but was out of action until the autumn of 1862.

Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers in April 1863, Reid took command of the 1st Brigade, 6th Division, XVII Corps, then on duty in Louisiana. This unit was one of the few that contained African American troops. He subsequently led his men during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863).

On October 3, 1863, Major General Ulysses S. Grant appointed Reid commander of the District of Cairo, headquartered at Paducah, Kentucky. The assignment was far from ideal, and Reid chafed under restrictions that included a badly understrength and poorly trained and equipped force. In April 1864 he resigned his commission, resumed the presidency of the Des Moines Valley Railroad, and practiced law. Reid died on August 21, 1874, in Keokuk, Iowa.
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Reid, Whitelaw

Birth Date: October 27, 1837

Death Date: December 15, 1912

War correspondent and influential newspaper publisher. Whitelaw Reid was born on October 27, 1837, near Xenia, Ohio. He attended the Miami University of Ohio, graduating in 1856 and distinguishing himself especially in foreign languages and writing. While still in school, he had a number of articles published in newspapers as far away as Kansas.

From 1856 to 1858, Reid served as principal of a grade school in South Charleston, Ohio. Finding that work unsatisfactory, he returned to Xenia and purchased the Xenia News, one of two local newspapers. Politics provided most of the paper’s content, and Reid soon became an ardent supporter of the Republican Party. He supported Abraham Lincoln as the best candidate for the party in the 1860 presidential election.

Poor health and lack of profits forced Reid to sell the News and to begin working for the Cincinnati Gazette. His skill at covering political events was quickly recognized, and he was soon made city editor. The outbreak of the Civil War in 1861 provided him with greater opportunities. Traveling with the Union Army as a war correspondent, Reid quickly proved himself to be a discriminating observer of military affairs. He criticized the slowness of commanders and the unpreparedness of the soldiers for combat. Reid’s journalistic descriptions of the fighting at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) were hailed as masterpieces of comprehensiveness and clarity.

Reid was eventually banned from accompanying the army because of what was regarded as negative reporting. Prevented from taking the field, he was active in Washington, D.C., and became acquainted with Republican leaders. In 1864 he opposed Lincoln’s reelection, believing him unequal to the task. Reid’s connections secured him positions as librarian of the U.S. House of Representatives from 1863 to 1866 and clerk of the Military Committee. Reid was one of three newspapermen who visited Richmond immediately after its 1865 fall. His descriptions of that event and Lincoln’s funeral crowned his wartime reporting.

Reid wrote the two-volume Ohio in the War (1868), which covered both civil and military activities. That work remains valuable today. In the autumn of 1868, Reid joined the New York Tribune and worked as an assistant to Horace Greeley, who became a close friend. Reid was largely responsible for the Tribune’s outstanding coverage of the Franco-Prussian War of 1870–1871, and he encouraged such writers as Mark Twain and Bret Harte to submit works to the paper.

In a series of Machiavellian moves following Greeley’s death, Reid formed an alliance with businessman Jay Gould and obtained control over the Tribune from Greeley’s heirs. Although never having had the flair of Greeley, Reid expanded the paper’s circulation and instituted a number of innovations. He used the linotype machine, which was perfected at the paper, to set text, and he initiated the first Sunday edition in 1879. Reid hired only the best reporters, and he supported the development of wire services for distant stories. Under his control, the New York Tribune grew to have the largest circulation of any newspaper in the United States.

Failing health and other interests led Reid to leave most daily operations of the paper in the hands of others. He accepted an appointment as U.S. minister to France from President Benjamin Harrison in 1889 and served until 1892, during which time Reid helped to negotiate a treaty that improved commercial ties between the two nations. When Harrison ran for reelection in 1892, Vice President Levi P. Morton was passed over. Instead, Reid was selected as a compromise candidate. The campaign was listless, however, and Harrison and Reid went down to defeat.

Reid then returned to his newspaper work. President William McKinley turned down Reid’s request to be appointed minister to Great Britain but did appoint him one of five peace commissioners to negotiate an end to the Spanish-American War in 1898, which resulted in the Treaty of Paris in December 1898. Following McKinley’s 1901 assassination, Reid was finally named minister to Great Britain by President Theodore Roosevelt in 1905. Reid remained in that post until his death in London on December 15, 1912.
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Reilly, James William

Birth Date: May 20, 1828

Death Date: November 6, 1905

Union officer. James William Reilly was born on May 20, 1828, in Akron, Ohio. He graduated from Mount St. Mary’s College (Maryland), studied law, was admitted to the bar, and commenced a practice in Wellsville, Ohio. Reilly entered the state legislature in 1858 as a Republican and on August 30, 1862, entered federal service as colonel of the 104th Ohio Infantry Regiment. Stationed in Kentucky mostly on garrison duty for a number of months, Reilly’s regiment was moved to Covington, Kentucky, in September 1862 to counter a Confederate threat on Cincinnati.

In the summer of 1863, Reilly’s outfit was attached to the Army of the Ohio in eastern Tennessee and saw action in the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863), during which he had temporary command of a brigade. Serving under Major General William T. Sherman, Reilly was advanced to brigadier general on July 30, 1864, and took part in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), frequently commanding a division. Reilly commanded the 3rd Division, XXIII Corps, during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). He performed gallantly at the Battle of Franklin (November 30), where his command managed to take some 1,000 prisoners and capture 22 Confederate battle flags. Reilly continued in his divisional command during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865) and resigned on April 20, 1865.

Postbellum, Reilly returned to his Wellsville, Ohio, law practice and also served as president of the local bank. Reilly died on November 6, 1905, in Wellsville.
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Remington Carbine

A rifled breech-loading infantry weapon produced by the Remington Arms Company and used by the Union Army late in the Civil War. The 1863 Remington carbine was designed by Joseph Rider in 1863 (a patent was awarded on December 23, 1863); it was ordered into production by the U.S. War Department in January 1865. The Remington carbine was a split-breech firearm that weighed seven pounds and measured 33.75 inches in length. It had a two-piece walnut stock and a 20-inch barrel with an iron-blade front site and folding single-leaf rear sight graduated out to 500 yards, although the weapon was rarely employed at ranges beyond 200 yards. As a rifle, it was more accurate than smoothbore carbines and could be employed effectively against targets out to 300 yards. Although it could not be fired as rapidly as the repeating Spencer carbine, it enjoyed a higher rate of fire than its muzzle-loading counterparts and was easier to maintain and more robust than repeating carbines. It was also less costly to produce than the Spencer.

Because Remington’s factories were operating during the war at maximum capacity, the company leased the manufacturing rights to the rifle to the Savage Revolving Arms Company of Middletown, Connecticut. The latter firm produced two models, in both .46 and .50 caliber. The first of the 15,000 Remington carbines to be produced (2,500 during the war) was delivered to the U.S. Army in March 1865. Production continued until May 24, 1866. The Remington was issued too late in the war to see much combat, but its light weight, simple construction, accuracy, and comparatively high rate of fire made it very popular with the troops.
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Reno, Jesse Lee

Birth Date: June 20, 1823

Death Date: September 14, 1862

Union officer. Jesse Lee Reno (originally Renault) was born in Wheeling, Virginia (West Virginia), on June 20, 1823. At age nine he moved to Venango City, Pennsylvania, with his family. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1846 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of ordnance. In early 1847, he was dispatched to Major General Winfield Scott’s army in Mexico and served throughout the Mexico City Campaign (March–September) as an artillery officer, commanding the experimental Howitzer and Rocket Company that employed so-called mountain pack howitzers and Hale rockets. Distinguished service in the Battles of Cerro Gordo and Chapultepec brought Reno brevet promotions to first lieutenant and captain.

After the war, Reno served as an instructor of mathematics at West Point during 1849 and then became assistant to the Ordnance Board at the Washington Arsenal. He also served as commanding officer of arsenals at Mount Vernon, Alabama, and Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, winning promotion to first lieutenant in 1853 and to captain in 1860. During Brevet Brigadier General Albert Sidney Johnston’s campaign in Utah (1857–1858), Reno served as chief ordnance officer.

During the Civil War, in November 1861 Reno was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. He participated in Brigadier General Ambrose Burnside’s North Carolina expedition in the winter of 1861–1862 before taking command of a division in the Department of North Carolina. Promoted to major general in July 1862, Reno went north to Virginia, where he commanded a division, and temporarily IX Corps, during the Second Bull Run Campaign. During the September 1862 Maryland Campaign, Reno again led IX Corps. On September 14, 1862, near South Mountain, Reno was exhorting his men onward as they made a difficult ascent up the slope on the Union left flank to beat back the Confederates, who had seized control of Fox’s Gap, when he was killed by Confederate rifle fire. Reno, Nevada, is named for him.
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Republican Party

American political organization. The origins of the Republican Party, which was founded in 1854, can be traced principally to the sectional conflict stemming from the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and the institution of slavery. The territorial acquisitions by the United States as a result of the war served to reignite debate over the expansion of slavery, undermining the precarious political balance established by the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and ultimately serving to invigorate and broaden the appeal of antislavery forces.

Debate over the status of slavery in lands acquired from Mexico began long before the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. First introduced in 1846, the Wilmot Proviso, named after Democratic congressman Davis Wilmot of Pennsylvania, had been introduced in Congress as a rider to an appropriations bill that funded expenses related to postwar treaty negotiations with Mexico. The proviso called for exclusion of slavery from any territories added to the United States as a result of treaty negotiations. The Wilmot Proviso failed to receive congressional approval, however, and the status of new territories remained in question.

The failure of the Wilmot Proviso contributed immediately to the formation of the Free Soil Party, a coalition of antislavery Democrats and the abolitionist Liberty Party. The platform of the Free Soil Party called for the complete exclusion of slavery from all western territories, although it did not call for abolition where the institution already existed.

The Compromise of 1850 tacitly sanctioned the concept of popular sovereignty in creating the New Mexico and Utah Territories. The compromise also included tougher federal fugitive slave laws and was perceived by the antislavery camp as having a pro-Southern bias, but on the whole it appeared to defuse temporarily sectional conflict.

In 1854 President Franklin Pierce signed the Kansas-Nebraska Act, essentially abolishing the old Missouri Compromise and therefore opening most of the West to slavery on the basis of popular sovereignty. The act damaged the Democrats and all but destroyed the Whigs. In response, antislavery forces formed the Republican Party, combining the Free Soil Party with a majority of the northern Whigs.

During the antebellum period, the Republican Party was almost entirely sectional and had virtually no organization in slave states, with the limited exceptions of the border states. Nonetheless, the party successfully embraced nearly all antislavery factions, including at least the tacit support of the most ardent abolitionists. The party’s platform was highly pragmatic, linking opposition to the extension of slavery with Northern economic interests. In the election of 1856, the Republicans emerged as the largest party in the North, and in 1860 the Republican Abraham Lincoln won the presidency, albeit entirely on the basis of electoral votes in the Northern states.

Most Southerners viewed the Republicans as hostile to their interests, believing—wrongly—that they sought immediate emancipation and an irrevocable end to slavery. In fact, the Republican platform in 1860 did not contain such demands. The Republicans did, however, call for internal improvements at the national level, high tariffs, and land grants, which Southerners generally opposed. As the Civil War went on, the abolitionists within the Republican Party gained prominence as Lincoln’s popularity ebbed. Radical Republicans soon dominated Congress, often challenging the moderate Lincoln. In 1864 the Republican Party temporarily renamed itself the Union Party and ran a War Democrat—Andrew Johnson—along with Lincoln on the 1864 presidential ticket. After Major General William T. Sherman’s triumph at Atlanta in September 1864 and a string of victories in the Shenandoah Valley by Major General Philip Sheridan, which turned the tide of the war decidedly for the North, the Lincoln-Johnson ticket easily triumphed in the November election. By now, the Republicans—including Lincoln—had revised the war goal from one that focused exclusively on preservation of the Union to one that included complete and immediate emancipation.

Radical Republicans held sway during Reconstruction as well. They bitterly opposed the lenient terms favored by Lincoln and Johnson, demanding a punitive approach toward the former Confederate states that engendered much resentment. Heavy-handed Radical Republican Reconstruction mandated the military occupation of the South and the disenfranchisement of most white Southerners. Republican demands included acceptance of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. Although former general Ulysses S. Grant served two terms in the White House as a Republican, his administration was plagued by corruption, although Grant remained quite popular. By 1876, many Republicans and most white Americans had lost enthusiasm for Reconstruction.

In the disputed 1876 presidential election, Republican Rutherford B. Hayes trailed Democrat Samuel Tilden by some 250,000 votes but split the contested electoral vote. The Compromise of 1877 that settled the question demonstrated that Republican leaders, by agreeing to abandon Reconstruction, were interested more in retaining power than in remaining devoted to their earlier principles and the millions of freed people who depended on them.

Since the end of Reconstruction, the Republican Party has remained one of the two principal political parties in the United States, along with the Democratic Party. By the early 20th century, however, the Republicans had largely abandoned their earlier concepts of an expansive federal government and had become adherents of a smaller, less activist government and laissez-faire economic policies, for which they are still known today. By the 1930s, the party also saw many of its long-devoted African American followers leave to join Democrat Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal, and the Republicans became known more for their activism on behalf of business rather than individuals or laborers.
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Resaca, Battle of

Start Date: May 13, 1864

End Date: May 15, 1864

Engagement during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). At the start of the campaign, Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee was entrenched along Rocky Face Ridge near Dalton, Georgia. Johnston did not believe that Union troops under Major General William T. Sherman would again attack this position, because such a move had been repulsed in the First Battle of Dalton (February 22–27, 1864). Instead, Johnston assumed that Sherman would march southwest toward Rome, Georgia, through one of the gaps in the mountains of northern Georgia. Johnston believed that Mill Gap would be the most likely avenue for a Union advance, and he reinforced his line there.

Sherman, however, planned a diversionary assault on Rocky Face Ridge while moving a portion of his army closer to Atlanta. Sherman chose Major General James McPherson to lead the Army of the Tennessee through Snake Creek Gap, due south of Dalton, planning to cross the Oostanaula River near Resaca. Sherman hoped that this maneuver would sever Johnston’s communication and supply lines from Atlanta and trap Johnston’s force between two wings of his army group. Johnston, who kept much of the Army of Tennessee at Dalton, was caught off guard by Sherman’s move. The presence of McPherson’s force in Snake Creek Gap rendered the Dalton line untenable, and on the night of May 12 Johnston ordered a retreat to Resaca. Fortunately, McPherson proved timid, which allowed the Confederates time to strengthen the new Resaca position.

Only small contingents of Confederate lieutenant general Leonidas Polk’s corps, which had recently arrived from Mississippi, were in position to stop the Union advance. On May 13, 1864, at Resaca, Polk’s troops tried to prepare breastworks under Union artillery fire while Union skirmishers probed for weaknesses in their line. However, McPherson did not order a full assault on Polk’s smaller force, a failure that Sherman had cause to regret. This gave Johnston time to order the corps under Lieutenant Generals John Bell Hood and William J. Hardee into the fray.

Heavy fighting began on the morning of May 14 and lasted until the following afternoon. Johnston’s delay in recognizing the threat at Resaca did not allow the Confederate army the opportunity to properly defend that position. The Union army, using pontoons, crossed the Oostanaula. With Sherman’s men threatening to sever the Confederates’ rail link with Atlanta and possibly surround the Army of Tennessee, on May 15 Johnston ordered his army to retreat southward. During the battle, the Union army incurred some 5,000 casualties to only 2,800 for the Confederates.

Johnston’s retreat from Resaca allowed the Federals to move one step closer to achieving their objective—the capture of Atlanta. Johnston fell back to Cassville where he planned to make a stand, abandoning more than 40 miles of northern Georgia in little more than a week as a result of the Battle of Resaca.
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Revolvers

Repeating firearms with revolving cylinders that have multiple chambers and at least one barrel. Alexander Forsyth’s patent of mercury fulminates as priming for firearms in 1807 was a great boon in the development of handguns as well as muskets. Handguns proliferated in the 19th century.

The development of the modern revolver is credited to Samuel Colt of Hartford, Connecticut. In 1836 he formed the Patent Arms Manufacturing Company in Paterson, New Jersey. Its first product was a small five-shot .28-caliber revolver, but its most famous early design was the 1838 Colt Holster Model Paterson Revolver No. 5. Better known as the Texas Paterson, it was .36-caliber, had five cylinders, and came in 4- to 12-inch barrel lengths. This was the first revolving cylinder handgun in general use. Each chamber was separately loaded from the muzzle end and had its own nipple for the copper percussion cap. The drum chamber moved each time the hammer was cocked. Colt revolvers were adopted by both the army and the navy and saw wide service in both the Mexican-American War and the American Civil War as well as in fighting with the American Indians in the West.

At the same time, breech-loading revolvers appeared. Screw-off barrels had appeared early in the development of firearms, but in 1812 Swiss national Samuel J. Pauly, working in Paris, developed a handgun in which the barrel swiveled downward to allow it to be loaded. It utilized a self-contained cartridge of Pauly’s invention, surely one of the most important developments in the history of small arms. Several methods were used to fire it.

The development of metal cartridges led to a change from muzzle-loading to breech-loading firearms. Not only were muzzle-loading rifles turned into breechloaders, but Colt revolvers were similarly transformed. Thus, in the 1870s the Colt Model 1861 navy revolver was converted to a breechloader, with the cylinder removed for reloading.

The first breech-loading revolver designed specifically for metal cartridges was the Smith and Wesson Model No. 1. Manufactured from 1857 to 1860, it had a rifled barrel and seven chambers and was hinged at the top. It utilized 22-caliber rimfire ammunition. Rifled revolvers were generally effective to a range of 50–75 yards.

The Union and the Confederacy utilized a great many types of handguns during the Civil War with, as might be expected, Southerners employing a great variety and more older types, including flintlocks. At the beginning of the war, there were at least 60 firms manufacturing handguns in the United States, most of them located in New England. During the war, the U.S. government ordered a total of 373,077 handguns.

The vast majority of Civil War soldiers did not carry handguns. The basic infantry weapon was the .58-caliber Springfield rifled musket; revolvers were not issued to infantrymen. Some soldiers who could afford handguns did purchase them privately, however. Officers and cavalrymen were routinely issued revolvers, and some artillerymen also received them.

Of principal types of revolvers employed just before and during the Civil War, Colt revolvers predominated, thanks to Colt’s prewar patent on mechanically rotated cylinders. The most popular percussion handgun of its day was the Colt 1861 navy model, produced in both .36-caliber and .44-caliber models. The government purchased 17,000 of the 38,000 produced, as well as 107,000 Colt 1860 army .44-caliber revolvers. Their higher cost and the death of Colt in 1862 brought an end to government orders in 1863, however.
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Remington .44 caliber revolver, Model 1863. (The Bridgeman Art Library)

With the expiration of the Colt patent in 1857, the firm of E. Remington and Sons took quick advantage. It produced a number of high-quality low-cost revolvers during the war, especially the .36-caliber Navy Model 1861 and the .44-caliber Army Model 1863. The government actually purchased 125,314 of the army model Remington revolvers, more than the number it bought from Colt, along with 4,901 Remington navy revolvers. The biggest advantage of the Remington was its speed of reloading. If an individual had an extra loaded cylinder, he had only to drop the loading lever, slide out the cylinder pin, replace the cylinder, slide back the pin, and shut the loading lever.

Inventor Ebenezer Townsend Starr’s manufacturing firm in New York, while primarily known for its carbine, also produced an excellent .44-caliber revolver for the U.S. Army. During the war, the government purchased 47,454 Star revolvers of all types for the Union Army, making it the third most-popular handgun of the war.

Horace Smith and Daniel B. Wesson formed a partnership in 1852, known as the Smith and Wesson Company. In 1856 they developed a .22-caliber revolver employing a rim-fire cartridge. This Model 1 was immediately in demand because it utilized the easily loaded rim fire cartridge. Its small caliber made it less effective on the battlefield, however, although it may have seen service as a boot handgun. The Model 2 Smith and Wesson .32-caliber revolver employed rim-fire ammunition. Although it was not acquired by the U.S. government during the war, many soldiers purchased the Model 2 on their own, and it saw wide service in the war and afterward on the western frontier.

The only Confederate firm of note making revolvers during the war was Griswold & Gunnison of Georgia. That firm produced for the Confederate government almost exact replicas of the Colt .36 navy revolver. Certainly the most formidable handgun of the war was that designed by New Orleans physician Jean A. F. LeMat in 1856. It had two superimposed barrels and two hammers. The top barrel fired nine .44-caliber rounds from a cylinder, while the lower .63-caliber barrel fired a load of buckshot.

With the start of the war and only limited production possible in New Orleans, LeMat returned to France to have the revolver mass-produced there for the Confederacy. When the French-produced revolvers turned out to be of poor quality, LeMat shifted production to Belgium and England. Some 3,000 LeMat revolvers were produced for the South. LeMats were manufactured in both .36-caliber and .44-caliber models. A few so-called Baby LeMats of .32-caliber (.41-caliber shotgun barrel) may have reached the South.
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Reynolds, Alexander Welch

Birth Date: April 1816

Death Date: May 26, 1876

Confederate officer. Born in Clarke County, Virginia, in April 1816, Alexander Welch Reynolds graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the infantry. After initial service in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), Reynolds eventually became an assistant quartermaster and was assigned to duty in New Mexico. By then an army captain, he used his position to become an influential business leader in the territory. Indeed, Reynolds developed an unsavory reputation because he apparently lived far beyond his modest military salary. Financial irregularities caused him significant legal difficulties, and he was dismissed from army service in 1855 for failing to explain irregularities in his accounts. However, he was restored to service in March 1858 without loss of rank or seniority. He remained with the army until 1861.

Deciding to align himself with the Confederacy, Reynolds resigned his U.S. commission and was appointed a Confederate captain in March 1861. That July he was commissioned a colonel and given command of the 50th Virginia Infantry Regiment. He served with Brigadier General John B. Floyd in various unsuccessful operations in western Virginia before being sent to Tennessee. Reynolds was apparently not with his regiment at the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) and by April 1862 had command of a brigade in eastern Tennessee. He participated in the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862) and performed well in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Surrendered with the garrison there, he was later exchanged.

Reynolds was advanced to brigadier general on September 14, 1863, and saw much action in the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863). He commanded a brigade during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) in Major General Carter L. Stevenson’s division. Reynolds sustained a serious wound during the Battle of New Hope Church (May 25–27, 1864) and after his recovery commanded a district in northern Georgia. He was relieved of his command in January 1865.

Following the war, Reynolds accepted an offer, along with other Civil War veterans, to serve as a military adviser to the khedive of Egypt. On his arrival in Egypt in 1869, Reynolds was commissioned a colonel in the Egyptian Army and later fought in the Abyssinian War. Reynolds remained in Egypt for the rest of his life and died in Alexandria on May 26, 1876.
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Reynolds, Arabella Loomis Macomber

Birth Date: October 20, 1840

Death Date: July 29, 1937

Union nurse. Arabella “Belle” Loomis Macomber was born in Shelbourne Falls, Massachusetts, on October 20, 1840, to a well-connected local family. Her hometown was a stop along the Underground Railroad, and she grew up hearing many stories of the horrors of slavery and miraculous escapes from it. These experiences led her to identify strongly with abolitionism and the Union.

In April 1860 Macomber married William S. Reynolds, a druggist, and they moved to Peoria, Illinois. In 1861 William Reynolds enlisted in the 17th Illinois Infantry and was moved to the front. In August 1861 Arabella joined her husband at Bird’s Point, Missouri, and followed his regiment to various stations, experiencing the same food, general living conditions, and marches as did the soldiers.

Arabella Reynolds tended wounded soldiers during the Battle of Fredericktown (October 21, 1861) in Missouri, regardless of the uniform the soldiers wore. She nursed soldiers again following the Battle at Fort Henry (February 6, 1862). At the start of the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), she began to dress soldiers’ wounds. When the wounded were ordered to be moved to ships in the Tennessee River, where they could be better attended, she went along. On board the Union steamer Emerald, Reynolds worked continuously for 36 hours attending to the needs of 350 wounded men on board. Exhausted and ill, she returned to Illinois on the steamer Blackhawk. Her heroism at Shiloh was well known, and several prominent Illinoisans suggested that she deserved to be honored. Upon her return in May 1862, Governor Richard Yates bestowed upon her the rank of major for her service and bravery during the Battle of Shiloh. Although the title was honorific, she was regarded locally as a heroine.

Not content to remain on the sidelines for long, Reynolds returned to the front to be with her husband and saw action at Vicksburg, where she attended more wounded men. In the spring of 1864, Reynolds and her husband returned to Peoria, where she remained until her death on July 29, 1937. For the remainder of her long life, Reynolds was active in the American Red Cross and maintained a public image in an era in which women were normally not allowed such activity.
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Reynolds, Daniel Harris

Birth Date: December 14, 1832

Death Date: March 14, 1902

Lawyer, Confederate general, and Arkansas state senator. Daniel Harris Reynolds was born on December 14, 1832, in Centerburg, Ohio. He graduated from Ohio Wesleyan University and subsequently moved to Somerville, Tennessee, where he studied law before settling in Lake Village, Arkansas. There he was admitted to the bar in 1858.

In the spring of 1861 with the onset of the Civil War, Reynolds recruited a company, which was incorporated into the 1st Arkansas Mounted Rifles, with Reynolds as captain. He saw action at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), during various skirmishes in Arkansas and Missouri, and during the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862). A few weeks later his regiment was transferred east of the Mississippi.

Reynolds was promoted to major on April 14, 1862, and to lieutenant colonel on May 1. Throughout the balance of 1862, Reynolds’s regiment remained in Kentucky and eastern Tennessee. Sent to Mississippi as part of the relief force commanded by General Joseph Johnston, Reynolds fought during the Siege of Jackson (July 10–16, 1863). He distinguished himself at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and was advanced to colonel on November 17, to date from September 20.

On March 5, 1864, upon the strong recommendation of his superiors, Reynolds was appointed brigadier general and given charge of a brigade in the Army of Tennessee. He saw extensive action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1863) as well as in Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Reynolds was severely wounded and lost a leg to amputation during the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865), ending his military career.

After the war, Reynolds resumed his law practice in Arkansas and served one term in the Arkansas Senate. He died on March 14, 1902, in Lake Village, Arkansas.
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Reynolds, John Fulton

Birth Date: September 20, 1820

Death Date: July 1, 1863

Union officer. Born on September 20, 1820, in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, John Fulton Reynolds graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841. Reynolds first served with the artillery and spent more than five years in garrison assignments, earning promotion to first lieutenant in June 1846.

In the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Reynolds was brevetted captain for his role in the Battle of Monterrey. During the Battle of Buena Vista in February 1847, his guns helped repulse a Mexican effort to flank the American position, for which he was brevetted major.

Following the war, Reynolds was stationed in the American West, where he fought Native Americans in Oregon’s Rogue River region in 1856 and served in the Mormon Expedition (1857–1858), winning promotion to captain in 1855. Reynolds returned to West Point in September 1860 as commandant of cadets, a post he held when the Civil War began in 1861.

With the onset of the Civil War, Reynolds was promoted to lieutenant colonel of the new 14th Infantry. Appointed brigadier general of volunteers in August 1861, he helped oversee the defense of Washington, D.C., and then briefly served as military governor of Fredericksburg, Virginia. His first brigade command came with the Pennsylvania Reserves in the Army of the Potomac. While fighting in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), Reynolds was taken prisoner during the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27). He was released in a prisoner exchange on August 13. Reynolds then commanded a division at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). During the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), he commanded the Pennsylvania Militia, which was fully mobilized to repel Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s invasion of Maryland.

On November 29, 1862, Reynolds received promotion to major general of volunteers and went on to command the Army of the Potomac’s I Corps at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). After that engagement, President Abraham Lincoln offered Reynolds command of the army, but Reynolds demurred, claiming that the president had refused to allow him to make unfettered command decisions.

Reynolds was to become one of the mythic heroes of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where he was killed just west of the town on July 1 while leading his forces into a position in support of Brigadier General John Buford’s cavalry during the opening stages of the battle. Reynolds’s actions that day greatly assisted Union forces in securing the strong defensive positions that became known as the Fishhook.

NICHOLAS A. KREHBIEL
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Union major general John Fulton Reynolds became one of the heroes of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He was killed on the first day of the battle, leading his forces in support of Brigadier General John Buford’s cavalry just west of the town. His actions that day helped Union forces secure the strong defensive positions that made possible the subsequent Union victory. (National Archives)
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Reynolds, Joseph Jones

Birth Date: January 4, 1822

Death Date: February 25, 1899

Union officer. Born in Flemingsburg, Kentucky, on January 4, 1822, Joseph Jones Reynolds moved with his family to Lafayette, Indiana, at age 15. He attended Wabash College at Crawfordsville for 1 year but was appointed to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1839 and graduated in 1843. Commissioned in the artillery, Reynolds served in garrison duty and then in the Army of Occupation in Texas just prior to the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), when he was assigned as an instructor at West Point, where he taught for 8 years. Reynolds was then assigned to duty in the American West until, still a second lieutenant in the 3rd Artillery, he resigned his commission in 1857. During the course of the next 4 years, Reynolds taught engineering at Washington University in St. Louis and became a wholesale grocer in Lafayette.

On the beginning of the Civil War, Reynolds was commissioned colonel of the 10th Indiana Militia on April 23, 1861, and brigadier general of the Indiana Militia on May 10. He was appointed brigadier general of U.S. Volunteers on June 14, with date of rank from May 17.

Assigned to the Department of the Ohio in charge of a brigade, Reynolds commanded at the Battle of Cheat Mountain (September 11–15, 1861). Wounded later that autumn, he resigned his commission on January 23, 1862, in order to settle the estate of his brother, with whom he was in partnership. While out of the service, Reynolds helped organize Indiana troops. Again appointed brigadier general on September 17, he was advanced to major general of volunteers on November 29.

Assigned to the Army of the Cumberland, Reynolds commanded the 4th Division of XIV Corps in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), and on October 10 during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), he became the Army of the Cumberland’s chief of staff under Major General George H. Thomas, serving until December 3. In January 1864 Reynolds took command of the defenses of New Orleans, and on July 7 he assumed command of XIX Corps and organized the campaign against Mobile. From November 1864 until April 1866, he commanded VII Corps and the Department of Arkansas.

Reynolds remained in the army after the war, becoming colonel of the 26th Infantry upon reorganization of the army in July 1866. On March 2, 1867, he was brevetted brigadier general for his role at Chickamauga and major general for the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). Assigned to command the 25th Infantry in January 1870, Reynolds assumed command of the 3rd Cavalry that December, serving in the Southwest.

During the Great Sioux War of 1876–1877, Reynolds, commanding the advance forces under Brigadier General George Crook, attacked and captured Northern Cheyenne chief Lone Wolf’s village on March 17, 1876. In the Battle of the Powder River, Reynolds prematurely ordered a withdrawal, leaving behind several dead and one wounded soldier, who was subsequently captured by the Indians and tortured to death. Reynolds’s command decisions and his role in the battle brought his court-martial and resignation from the service on June 25, 1877. Reynolds then took up residence in Washington, D.C., where he died on February 25, 1899.
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Reynolds, Thomas Caute

Birth Date: October 11, 1821

Death Date: March 30, 1887

Confederate governor of Missouri. Thomas Caute Reynolds was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on October 11, 1821. He graduated from the University of Virginia in 1838 with a degree in law and then studied at Heidelberg University in Germany. In 1843 he settled in Virginia, and three years later he was editor of the Petersburg Republican. From 1846 to 1849, Reynolds was the secretary of the American Legation in Madrid, Spain. In 1849 he returned to the United States and settled in Missouri, where he practiced law and became active politically as a proslavery Democrat. On August 26, 1856, he fought a duel with B. Gratz Brown, the Republican editor of the Missouri Democrat, and wounded Brown in the leg. Reynolds was not injured.

In 1860 Reynolds was elected lieutenant governor of Missouri, serving with Governor Claiborne Jackson and taking office in early 1861. Reynolds and Jackson, well aware of strong free-soil sentiment in the state, had run as Unionist Democrats but privately supported the Southern Rights wing of the party. Reynolds was in fact an ardent champion of secession and helped organize secessionist militia to counter the Unionist Home Guard. He was disappointed when a state convention decided that Missouri would remain in the Union but would not actively support either side in the war. Jackson rejected President Abraham Lincoln’s call for troops, and the Missouri General Assembly established the Missouri State Guard under Missouri Militia major general Sterling Price to resist attempts to force the state to comply.

After the Camp Jackson Affair of May 10, 1861, when U.S. Army captain Nathaniel Lyon arrested members of the Missouri Volunteer Militia, Price, Jackson, and Reynolds met and agreed that Reynolds should travel to Richmond, Virginia, to secure a pledge of support for the Missouri secessionists. On June 21, Reynolds met with President Jefferson Davis, who authorized assistance but declined to send troops until Missouri had actually seceded. In July, Lyon occupied the state capital of Jefferson City, and the state constitutional convention then reconvened without the pro-Southern representatives and declared the offices of Missouri governor and lieutenant governor to be vacant.

Reynolds and Jackson fled to southwestern Missouri. They convened the pro-Confederate government at Neosho, which voted to secede but was soon forced to relocate to Marshall, Texas. Reynolds, meanwhile, returned to Richmond. He was commissioned a colonel in the Confederate Army in September 1861 and served as a volunteer aide to General Albert S. Johnston but resigned the next month. In April 1862, frustrated by events, Reynolds returned to his family estate in Winnsborough, South Carolina, until December 1862, when he learned of the death of Governor Jackson.

Reynolds then assumed the governorship and returned to Richmond to work with the Missouri Confederate representatives. During the remainder of the war, he endeavored to hold the Missouri Confederate government-in-exile together and to cooperate with General Edmund Kirby Smith and the regional Confederate governors. In the hopes that he might be inaugurated in Jefferson City, Reynolds accompanied Price on his disastrous raid into Missouri (September 19–October 28, 1864), only to see the Confederate forces driven back into Arkansas.

At the end of the war Reynolds fled to Mexico City, where he served as a railroad commissioner and an unofficial adviser to Emperor Maximilian. Reynolds also began work on his memoirs, detailing his feud with Price. Returning to St. Louis in 1869, Reynolds practiced law, was elected to the state legislature in 1874, and served as a trade commissioner to South America. Reynolds, who was subject to fits of depression, committed suicide on March 30, 1887, by leaping down an elevator shaft at the customshouse in St. Louis.
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Rhett, Robert Barnwell, Sr.

Birth Date: December 21, 1800

Death Date: September 14, 1876

South Carolina politician and ardent secessionist. Robert Barnwell Rhett Sr. was born on December 21, 1800, in Beaufort, South Carolina. As a young Charleston lawyer, then going by his birth name Robert Barnwell Smith, he won election to the South Carolina state legislature in 1826, 1828, and 1830. He served as South Carolina state attorney general in 1832. Smith changed his surname to “Rhett” in 1837 to emphasize his deep aristocratic Southern roots.

Rhett was influential in the Nullification Crisis of 1832, in which many South Carolinians, including Vice President John C. Calhoun, fought to keep a national tariff from harming their state’s economy. Using the Charleston Mercury, Rhett influenced public opinion to favor nullification. This crisis continued until President Andrew Jackson promised military action if South Carolina did not enforce the national law.

In 1837 Rhett took a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served until 1849. He remained a loyal secessionist, or Fire-Eater, and continued calling for South Carolina to defend the rights of the South. He served in the U.S. Senate from 1850 to 1852. There Rhett made a push for a new confederacy but was disgusted by South Carolina’s weakness and his slipping political influence. In 1852 he gave up his Senate seat to spearhead a private campaign for secession.
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South Carolina congressman Robert Rhett was a staunch advocate of states’ rights. Rhett was one of the principal proponents of secession in 1860 and later a harsh critic of Confederate president Jefferson Davis. (Library of Congress)

In 1858 Rhett and other Fire-Eaters met in Montgomery, Alabama, to discuss strategies for attaining secession. Disillusioned with that effort, he concluded that the only way to achieve Southern independence was to ensure a Republican victory in the 1860 election by splitting the Democratic Party into Northern and Southern factions. This, of course, is exactly what happened. Considered by many to be the “father of secession,” Rhett was among the first to sign a secession petition, even before South Carolina seceded from the Union in December 1860. At the 1861 Montgomery Convention, while the majority favored Jefferson Davis for president of the Confederacy, Rhett, who harbored presidential aspirations, demurred.

Rhett came to be a bitter critic of the Davis administration and, as the Mercury editor, published details of Confederate military strategy and troop positions to undermine the war effort. In February 1865 with Union forces having entered South Carolina, the newspaper ceased publication, and Rhett withdrew from the public spotlight. He moved to Louisiana and died in St. James Parish on September 14, 1876.
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Rhode Island

New England state encompassing 1,212 square miles that had an 1860 population of 174,620. Rhode Island is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean to the south, Massachusetts to the north and east, and Connecticut to the west. Abraham Lincoln carried the state easily in the 1860 presidential election, but prior to the war, political sentiments in Rhode Island were mixed—in large part because its textile industry relied heavily on cotton from the South. For many years, prominent southern families, especially from South Carolina and Georgia, had come to Newport during the summer to escape the southern heat. In the years before the war, ship owners in Rhode Island had also profited from the slave trade. However, after the commencement of the war, Rhode Island became a staunch supporter of the Union war effort.

Highly industrialized, Rhode Island had one of the largest concentrations of textile mills in the Union; thus, it was able to provide much in the way of supplies and matériel. Rhode Island industry provided the Union Army with uniforms, blankets, small arms, sabers, musket parts, cannons, iron bars, and horseshoes. Additionally, the Providence Steam Engine Company provided engines for two sloops.

Because of strong Southern sympathies in Maryland and Union fears of a Confederate invasion of that state, in April 1861 the sailing frigate Constitution carried midshipmen of the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, to Newport, Rhode Island, where the school was relocated for the duration of the war. The academy was briefly based at Fort Adams on Narragansett Bay but was subsequently moved into the town of Newport.

Rhode Island citizens responded immediately to President Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation of April 15, 1861, calling for 75,000 volunteers, and on April 16, 1861, Governor William Sprague issued an order for the organization of the 1st Rhode Island Infantry. The unit was raised in only five days and soon left for Washington, D.C. The 1st Rhode Island Infantry later participated in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). In total, the state provided 10 infantry regiments, 3 regiments and 1 battalion of cavalry, 3 heavy artillery regiments, 10 light artillery batteries, and 1 company of hospital guards. Among those who served were 1,837 African Americans and 1,878 sailors. Rhode Island raised some 5,000 more troops than the federal quota had stipulated, for a grand total of 23,236 men. Of that number, 1,321 died of all causes.

Batteries of the Rhode Island 1st Light Artillery were present on Cemetery Ridge opposing the Confederate advance during Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg on July 3, 1863. Prominent military leaders from Rhode Island included Major Generals Ambrose Burnside, Silas Casey, and Richard Arnold as well as Brigadier General Thomas W. Sherman and Fleet Captain (later Rear Admiral) William Rogers Taylor.
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Rice, Elliott Warren

Birth Date: November 16, 1835

Death Date: June 22, 1887

Union officer. Born in Allegheny City (now part of Pittsburgh), Pennsylvania, on November 16, 1835, Elliott Warren Rice was the younger brother of future Union general Samuel A. Rice. In 1836 the Rice family moved to Belmont County, Ohio. After attending Franklin College in New Athens, Ohio, in 1855 Elliott Rice relocated to Oskaloosa, Iowa, to study law with his brother. Graduating from the University of Albany School of Law in 1858, Rice returned to Osklaloosa, where he practiced law with his brother.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Rice joined the Union Army as a private in the 7th Iowa Infantry and was promoted to corporal and then to sergeant on July 24, 1861. He was commissioned major on August 30. During the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861), he assumed command of his regiment when the colonel was wounded and the lieutenant colonel was killed. Rice was also wounded. He fought in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and was promoted to colonel on April 7. Given command of the 1st Brigade of the 2nd Division of XVI Corps in the Army of the Tennessee, he took part in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), after which he spent several months guarding railroads in Tennessee.

Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on June 20, 1864, Rice commanded the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, XVI Corps, Army of the Tennessee, during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), seeing action in almost all of its major battles. Briefly in July he had charge of the division itself. From October 1864 to August 1865, Rice commanded the 1st Brigade, 4th Division, XV Corps, Army of the Tennessee, taking part in Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Rice’s last engagement was the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865). During the war, he was wounded seven times. He was brevetted major general on March 13, 1865, and mustered out of the service on August 24.

Postbellum, Rice settled in Washington, D.C., where he practiced law until 1885. Declining health prompted him to move to the home of a sister in Sioux City, Iowa, where he died on June 22, 1887.
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Rice, James Clay

Birth Date: December 27, 1829

Death Date: May 10, 1864

Union officer. Born in Worthington, Massachusetts, on December 27, 1829, James Clay Rice received little formal education but as a self-educated man entered Yale University. Following his graduation in 1854, he traveled to Natchez, Mississippi, where he taught school and directed the literary department of a local newspaper. While in Natchez, Rice studied law. In 1855 he went to New York, where he was admitted to the bar in 1856 and began his legal practice.

Rice enlisted in the 39th New York Infantry Regiment in May 1861 and by May 10 had been made a lieutenant. His regiment was originally stationed near Washington, D.C., before first seeing action during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). In August, Rice was promoted to captain. On September 13, he left the 39th New York to become lieutenant colonel of the 44th New York Infantry Regiment. Rice fought throughout the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862).

Rice, in temporary command of the regiment, performed valiantly at the Battle of Hanover Courthouse (May 27, 1862). Despite having his horse shot from under him, he rallied his men against repeated Confederate assaults. Rice performed equally well during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). At the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862), he essentially took over the regiment. On July 4 with promotion to colonel, Rice formally took command of the 44th New York.

Rice commanded the 44th New York Infantry and briefly the 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, V Corps, during the second day of the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). He then led his regiment at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). During the second day of fighting at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Rice performed heroically when command of the 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, V Corps, again devolved to him. In the dogged defense of Little Round Top, he rallied his men, held off repeated Confederate assaults, and ordered the successful seizure of Big Round Top. For these efforts, Rice was made a brigadier general of volunteers on August 17, 1863. He commanded the brigade until August 26, when he took command of the 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, I Corps. On March 25 he took command of the 2nd Brigade, 4th Division, V Corps, which he led during the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). On May 10, 1864, during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), a rifle ball shattered Rice’s leg. He died that same day.
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Rice, Samuel Allen

Birth Date: January 27, 1828

Death Date: July 6, 1864

Union officer. Born in Cattaraugus County, New York, on January 27, 1828, Samuel Allen Rice was the older brother of future Union general Elliott Warren Rice. The family moved when Samuel Rice was a boy, first to western Pennsylvania and then to Belmont County, Ohio. Rice attended Franklin College in New Athens, Ohio, and Union College in Schenectady, New York, where he graduated in 1849. Following a year of study at Union College Law School, Rice moved to Iowa, settling in Oskaloosa in 1851. There he established a highly successful legal practice and was elected county attorney in 1853 and Iowa attorney general in 1856 and 1858.

On August 10, 1861, Rice was commissioned colonel of the 33rd Iowa Infantry, although the regiment was not mustered into federal service until October 1, 1862. Rice’s entire Civil War service occurred in the states of Missouri and Arkansas. Proceeding to Helena, Arkansas, Rice’s regiment took part in the Yazoo Pass Expedition (February–April 1863). Rice then distinguished himself in the Battle of Helena (July 4, 1863).

Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on August 4, 1863, Rice commanded a brigade in the 3rd Division and for a time that division itself, VII Corps, in the Department of Arkansas. During the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864), Rice suffered a head wound at Elkin’s Ferry, Arkansas, on April 4, 1864. He was wounded again at Jenkins’ Ferry, Arkansas, on April 30, shattering the bone in his right ankle. Transported home to Oskaloosa, Rice died there of his wounds on July 6, 1864.
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Richardson, Albert Deane

Birth Date: October 6, 1833

Death Date: December 2, 1869

Journalist. Albert Deane Richardson was born in Franklin, Massachusetts, on October 6, 1833. At age 18 he planned to travel to the West, but he only made it as far as Pittsburgh. There he taught school, worked on a newspaper, studied shorthand, and acted on the stage. In 1852 he went to Cincinnati, where he wrote for various newspapers. In 1857 he moved to Sumner, Kansas, but he spent much of his time at Leavenworth, Lawrence, and Topeka as a correspondent for the Boston Journal. Richardson also served as adjutant general of the Kansas Territory and secretary of the legislature.

In 1860 Richardson went to New Orleans as a secret correspondent for the New York Daily Tribune and undertook several assignments. During the Civil War, he became the chief correspondent for the Tribune. On May 3, 1863, while attempting, with fellow correspondents Junius Henri Browne of the Tribune and Richard T. Colburn of the New York World, to run past the Confederate batteries at Vicksburg in a tugboat, Richardson was captured; he spent the next 18 months in various Confederate prisons. On December 18, 1864, Richardson and Browne made their escape and a month later reached Union lines near Knoxville, Tennessee.

Richardson wrote two books based on his experiences. His first, The Secret Service, the Field, the Dungeon, and the Escape (1865), detailed his adventures in the Civil War. The second, Beyond the Mississippi (1866), described his earliest adventures in Kansas. Another book, his Personal History of Ulysses S. Grant (1868), was considered superior to the ordinary campaign biography.

In early 1869 Richardson became engaged to Abby Sage McFarland, who had recently been divorced from her husband, Daniel McFarland, who was mentally unstable. On November 25, 1869, McFarland shot Richardson at his desk in the Tribune’s New York City office. Richardson died a week later at the Astor House on December 2, 1869. On his deathbed, he married Abby McFarland.
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Richardson, Israel Bush

Birth Date: December 26, 1815

Death Date: November 3, 1862

Union officer. Israel Bush Richardson was born on December 26, 1815, in Fairfax, Vermont, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841. He saw action during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), during which he was brevetted twice for extraordinary service. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1846, he was advanced to captain in 1851. In 1855 Richardson resigned from the army and took up farming in Michigan. When the Civil War began in 1861, he recruited the 2nd Michigan Infantry Regiment and was elected its colonel.

During the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Richardson led a brigade and was advanced to brigadier general on August 9, 1861, to date from May. For the next seven months, he served in the Washington area with the Army of the Potomac. During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), Richardson had charge of a division in II Corps. His reputation as an intrepid leader earned him the sobriquet “Fighting Dick.” He was promoted to major general on July 5, 1862, and took command of a division in I Corps. Within several weeks, however, he had transferred back to II Corps.

Richardson led a division during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862). During the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Richardson led his division in multiple attacks against Confederate lines on the Bloody Lane. As he was supervising a Union artillery battery, he was hit by a Confederate shell fragment and fell gravely wounded. Richardson died from his wounds at Antietam on November 3, 1862.
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Richardson, Robert Vinkler

Birth Date: November 4, 1820

Death Date: January 6, 1870

Confederate officer. Born on November 4, 1820, in Granville County, North Carolina, and raised in Hardeman County, Tennessee, Robert Vinkler Richardson studied law, passed the Tennessee bar, and opened a legal practice in Memphis. He also became involved in industrial development, investing much of his own money to increase Southern productive capacity.

Richardson entered Confederate service at the beginning of the Civil War under Brigadier General Gideon Pillow in the western theater and took part in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). On September 6, 1862, the Confederate War Department authorized Richardson to organize the 1st Tennessee Partisan Ranger Regiment, and he spent the remainder of the year assembling and training that unit.

On March 16, 1863, Confederate adjutant general Samuel Cooper ordered Richardson’s authority revoked after Unionists in western Tennessee accused him of depredations and operating without authority. However, before this order could be carried out, the unit was defeated by Union forces near Bolivar, Tennessee, and disbanded.


During the summer of 1863, Richardson became an agent with the Bureau of Conscription in western Tennessee. He assembled the 12th Tennessee Regiment and joined Major General Nathan Forrest’s command on August 10, 1863. Richardson was appointed brigadier general to date from December 3, 1863, but President Jefferson Davis rescinded the promotion two months later after charges of malfeasance and misappropriation of funds were leveled against Richardson. Despite being relieved of command over a disciplinary dispute on July 19, 1864, on August 30 Richardson received command of the restructured 12th Tennessee and led it during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). He was removed from command of the 12th Tennessee in January 1865.

Following the war, Richardson returned to his legal career and also became an active partner in the Selma, Marion & Memphis Railroad. During a business trip to Clarkton, Missouri, he was shot under mysterious circumstances on January 5, 1870, and died the next day.
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Richmond, Battle of

Start Date: August 29, 1862

End Date: August 30, 1862

Engagement during the Confederate Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). In the autumn of 1862, General Braxton Bragg led some 30,000 men of his Army of Mississippi from Chattanooga into Kentucky while Major General Edmund Kirby Smith, commander of the Confederate Department of East Tennessee, and 19,000 men entered the state at Cumberland Gap in the east. Brigadier General Patrick Cleburne’s division led Smith’s army, with Colonel John S. Scott’s cavalry patrolling his front. On the morning of August 29 while marching north from Big Hill on the road to Richmond, Scott encountered the 55th Indiana Regiment, and a skirmish ensued.

The Indianans, supported by Colonel Leonidas Metcalfe’s cavalry, pushed Scott’s soldiers back into Cleburne’s deployed lines and captured a mountain howitzer. As the day wore on, Union brigadier general Mahlon D. Manson advanced southward to Rogersville with reinforcements, and by evening he commanded 6,500 troops. Skirmishing and artillery fire occupied both armies for the remainder of the afternoon. That night, Manson informed his commander, Major General William Nelson, of his situation. Smith ordered Cleburne to attack in the morning and promised to reinforce him with Brigadier General Thomas J. Churchill’s division.

Early on the morning of August 30, Manson moved his troops to Mount Zion Church, about five miles south of Richmond, and deployed for battle. Cleburne, advancing with 6,850 men, was wounded, and Colonel Preston Smith assumed command. Soon the Federals were routed. Manson formed a second line near Rogersville, about two miles north of his first position. Kirby Smith sent Churchill’s men to attack the Union right, while Preston Smith engaged the left. Manson, unwisely countercharging into massed Confederate fire, was again routed, and Kirby Smith began a general advance.

General Nelson now assumed personal direction of the battle, forming his men in a third line just south of Richmond. Preston Smith and Churchill again charged. Nelson, wounded in the thigh, was evacuated. The Union line then collapsed in chaos. Scott’s cavalry, deployed on the Union line of retreat, captured thousands, including Manson and his staff. Union casualties were 206 dead, 844 wounded, and 4,303 captured or missing. Kirby Smith lost just 78 killed, 372 wounded, and 1 missing. The way was now open for a Confederate advance on Lexington and Frankfort.
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Richmond, Confederate Department of

Military administrative unit responsible for the defense of the Confederate capital. The Department of Richmond encompassed a small geographical area surrounding the Confederate capital of Richmond. The department’s primary mission was to provide for the defense of the city. These defensive forces were known collectively as the Richmond Defenses, which included four battalions of heavy artillery (the 10th, 18th, 19th, and 20th Virginia), the Louisiana Guard Artillery, and the Confederate Engineer Company. A large local defense brigade consisting of government workers and convalescents was added to confront the threats posed by the Union offensive of 1864.

The Department of Richmond came into official existence on April 1, 1863, and was commanded by Major General Arnold Elzey. He remained in this post until April 25, 1864. During his tenure, Elzey augmented Richmond’s defenses as best he could. On May 29, 1864, Elzey was succeeded in command by Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell, who continued in command until Richmond fell to Union forces on April 3, 1865. Ewell’s command only increased in importance as the war dragged on, especially during the long Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).
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Richmond, Virginia

Capital of the Confederate States of America (1861–1865), capital of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and major manufacturing center. With an 1861 population of only 38,000 people—including whites, slaves, and freedmen—Richmond ranked 25th in population among all U.S. cities but 3rd among cities south of the Mason-Dixon Line.

Richmond was founded formally in 1737, although settlers at Jamestown had explored the area as early as 1607. In 1609, a small settlement was established near the present-day site of Richmond on bluffs overlooking the James River. After its 1737 founding, Richmond developed into a commerce hub. It was tied into the transatlantic slave trade, thanks in large measure to the construction of the James River and Kanawha Canal (begun in 1785 and completed in 1851), which linked the inland western portions of Virginia with the Tidewater area. Richmond was at the epicenter of the canal system, the first such project built in the United States. When railroads eclipsed canals in the early 1850s, Richmond also became a major rail hub, which would aid the Confederate war effort.

Because of its strategic location at the fall line of the James River and its considerable manufacturing and commercial concerns, Richmond was a vital resource for the new Confederate States of America. In May 1861 following Virginia’s belated secession, Confederate officials decided to move the capital from Montgomery, Alabama, to Richmond, a decision that was not without controversy. While the Confederates wanted the capital city to be close to the major theater of war, the proximity of Richmond to Washington, D.C.—just 100 miles north—meant that substantial resources would have to be expended to fortify and defend the city. This fact was all too obvious to the Union, which kept considerable pressure on the city throughout the war. The Union overland effort to capture Richmond was the chief preoccupation of the major Union field force in the eastern theater, the Army of the Potomac, throughout the course of the conflict. Thus, the area roughly between Richmond and Washington became the most contested piece of real estate during the four-year conflict, and the Confederates were often hard-pressed to defend their heartland while their men and resources were being used to defend the capital area.

Richmond was the South’s leading manufacturing center, producing iron, processing tobacco, and milling flour and meal. At the start of the Civil War, Richmond also possessed the only facility capable of manufacturing rails for railroads and the heaviest cannon—the Tredegar Iron Works. The city boasted numerous important newspapers and publishing houses as well as one of the South’s largest hospitals, which would treat thousands of wounded soldiers. Richmond was also the home to two of the largest Confederate prisoner-of-war camps: Libby Prison and Belle Isle Prison.
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Richmond, Virginia, 1865. (National Archives)

The Civil War radically transformed the once-sleepy Richmond, as thousands of government bureaucrats, soldiers, and civilians looking to make a fast dollar poured into the city beginning in mid-1861. This severely taxed the city’s infrastructure and public services and angered many permanent and long-term Richmond residents. Not surprisingly, crime and vice skyrocketed, as saloons proliferated and prostitution and gambling became rampant. And while many Richmonders turned a tidy profit during the war years, their gains were never sufficient to offset the high inflation that had gripped the Confederacy. As the war dragged on, food and material shortages affected everyone, which in 1863 precipitated a bread riot among the city’s women. By late 1864 material shortages had become critical, and a sizable number of Richmond’s residents were subsisting on near-starvation rations.

To protect Richmond, Confederate forces surrounded the city with substantial earthworks and heavy guns, which were regularly augmented. During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), in which Union forces tried to attack Richmond from the south and east, jittery Richmonders demanded additional earthworks and guns. After the Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid (February–March 1864), the city’s residents banded together and sizably augmented their local militia and defense forces. During much of the conflict, the primary task of the Army of Northern Virginia was to keep Richmond out of the Union’s reach, a mandate that ultimately led to the army’s collapse.

By January 1865, Union forces were closing in on the capital of the Confederacy. The Army of Northern Virginia was entrenched around Petersburg, 20 miles south of Richmond, in a valiant attempt to keep open the rail lines and protect Richmond. On April 2, 1865, Union troops breached the earthworks surrounding Petersburg, giving them a direct route into Richmond. That same day, Confederate officials and troops began fleeing the city. Ordered to destroy bridges, armories, and other facilities as they left, Confederate troops unwittingly caused a huge conflagration that incinerated a large portion of the city, including many of its important commercial establishments. Early on April 3, Union troops began entering the city and attempted to douse the fires, but by then much of Richmond lay in ruins. On April 4, President Abraham Lincoln toured the fallen city.
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Richmond, Virginia, Surrender of

Event Date: April 3, 1865

Capitulation of the Confederate capital. During early 1865, the population of the Confederate capital of Richmond, Virginia, lived under the constant threat of attack as Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s Union armies laid siege to nearby Petersburg. Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia defended Petersburg and effectively prevented the Union from capturing the Confederate capital. While many residents of Richmond manned breastworks around the capital, others also tended to the daily affairs of life in the city.

Life in Richmond changed, however, when a Union victory in the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865) rendered Petersburg untenable. Lee had no choice but to abandon Richmond and Petersburg and issued orders to that effect for April 2. He also advised the Confederate government in Richmond to evacuate before the final rail lines out of the city were cut. Within hours, the news of Lee’s withdrawal arrived in the capital, and the city’s populace hurriedly prepared to evacuate.

Government workers gathered official documents, while workers at the Tredegar Iron Works sought to send precious stocks out of the city via rail. Private citizens descended upon banks in droves to withdraw their savings.

The government issued an official evacuation order at 4:00 p.m. on April 2, and chaos soon erupted as people tried to leave the city with as many possessions as they could gather. Confederate president Jefferson Davis and his cabinet departed by train late that evening, but many of the city’s elite remained in their homes and waited for events to unfold.

Remaining Confederate soldiers destroyed paper currency, agricultural commodities, and weapons that could not be removed. By nightfall, a mob consisting of escaped prisoners and ruffians rampaged unabated through the city’s streets. Fires that were set to destroy tobacco warehouses flared out of control as winds whipped the flames. As thousands of shells from scuttled Confederate warships in the James River exploded through the night, hundreds of buildings and entire blocks of the city burned. Some citizens sought refuge in the open space of Capitol Square in front of the Virginia State House and were there when the 4th Massachusetts Cavalry Regiment of the Union Army of the James worked its way through the debris to the city center the following morning.

That same day, April 3, Union Army majors Atherton H. Stevens and Eugene E. Graves met with Richmond mayor Joseph Mayo, who gave the two officers an official note of surrender. The surrender was relayed to City Hall, where it was officially accepted by Major General Godfrey Weitzel. A somber mood prevailed in the city as Weitzel declared martial law and commanded black troops of his XXV Corps to put out the remaining fires, clear the streets, restore order, and pass out provisions. While the white population of the town resented the Union soldiers’ presence, its black residents rejoiced and celebrated in the streets, warmly welcoming the Union soldiers. These same people also enthusiastically greeted U.S. president Abraham Lincoln on April 4 when he visited the city.

Lincoln characteristically ordered that Union soldiers conduct themselves responsibly, and there were few reports of untoward conduct on the part of the occupying forces. To most Americans, including Lincoln, the surrender of Richmond signaled the end of the war, and huge celebrations marked the arrival of the news in the U.S. capital.
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Richmond & Petersburg Railroad

Rail line 22.5 miles in length linking Richmond and the railhead of Petersburg to the South during the Civil War. The Richmond & Petersburg Railroad, founded in 1836, was single-tracked with few sidings. This connection became critical in the winter of 1864–1865 during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Because of limited trackage and equipment, the railroad could only move one brigade at a time. There was no standard gauge in the South during the Civil War, and competing rail lines typically did not meet. Five railroads served Petersburg, but none of them linked to the other. The Richmond & Petersburg Railroad was easily the most important length of track in the entire Confederacy.

Many exigencies conspired to place great pressure on the Richmond & Petersburg Railroad. First, the Confederacy had only limited metallurgical capacity and capability and produced few rails during the war. Second, the increased war usage made line maintenance even more difficult, and the Richmond & Petersburg Railroad was forced to remove rails from its Port Walthall extension to repair damaged and worn-out rails on its main line. Third, the loss of manpower in the South affected all industries, including the railroads. By 1863, losses had forced the Confederacy to begin drafting railroad workers over age 45. The Richmond & Petersburg Railroad, along with other railroads, protested the drafting of its workers and the consolidation of rail lines, however, and the government did not aggressively pursue these options. Fourth, the loss of Tennessee in 1863 forced the Confederacy to reroute all troop shipments to the Carolinas and Georgia through Richmond over the Richmond & Petersburg Railroad to Petersburg.

In early May 1864, Union major general Benjamin F. Butler’s force of 39,000 men landed just east of the line at Bermuda Hundred and briefly blocked the Richmond & Petersburg Railroad. A few days later on May 9, the Confederates rallied and at Swift Creek halted Butler’s advance and reopened the line. The Richmond & Petersburg Railroad continued to support General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in Petersburg until the city fell in early April 1865.
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Richmond Campaign

See Overland Campaign

Richmond Enquirer

One of Virginia’s oldest newspapers. The Richmond Enquirer was founded in 1804 by Thomas Ritchie. The paper, which steadily gained a wide readership in and out of Virginia, championed Jeffersonian democracy in its early years of operation and then came to trumpet the Democratic Party under Presidents Andrew Jackson and Martin Van Buren. The Enquirer was so steadfast in its support for the Democratic Party that it was given the sobriquet “The Democratic Bible.” The paper came out against both secessionists and abolitionists in the 1850s; meanwhile, Ritchie died in 1854, and O. Jennings Wise took the paper’s helm.

Despite its earlier opposition to secession, when Virginia seceded in April 1861, the Enquirer enthusiastically supported the new Confederate government. The paper’s wartime editors, Richard M. Smith and Bennett M. DeWitt, championed the war policies of Confederate president Jefferson Davis, in contrast to its chief competitors, the Whig and Examiner, which seemed never to encounter a Confederate war policy they liked. Indeed, for much of the war, the Enquirer was seen by many as the official mouthpiece of the Davis administration.

During the war, the Enquirer’s circulation boomed. The paper had a reputation for its almost literary content—especially its editorials—and its extraordinary efforts to report news accurately. During the last year or so of the conflict, the Enquirer became somewhat critical of the Davis government under its new editor, Nathaniel Tyler, although not nearly to the extent of many other Richmond and Southern newspapers. In 1867 the Enquirer was bought by the Richmond Examiner, and publication under the Enquirer banner ceased.
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Richmond Examiner

Prosecession, antiabolition newspaper based in Richmond, Virginia, that was highly critical of the Confederate government. The Richmond Examiner began publication in 1847 as a rival to both the Richmond Enquirer, a Democratic Party mouthpiece, and the Richmond Whig. From the beginning, the Examiner took the more extremist, prosecession, Southern rights positions that its editor, John Moncure Daniel, had declared were those of Virginia’s planter gentlemen. The paper was also relentlessly hostile toward Northern culture and politics.

During the 1860–1861 secession crisis, the Examiner called for an immediate break with the Union and castigated Virginia’s leaders for their timid deliberations. At the same time, the paper kept up a steady drumbeat against President-elect Abraham Lincoln. When Virginia’s secession was finally accomplished, the Examiner greeted the news with optimistic predictions of speedy Southern military victory and independence.

With regard to the war, the Examiner praised the spirit and conduct of Confederate troops but took a critical position vis-à-vis the conduct of the war by the Jefferson Davis administration. Daniel’s editorials argued that Davis and indeed the entire Confederate government were too weak and pusillanimous to undertake the measures necessary to secure Southern independence. Scornful, sarcastic attacks on Davis’s leadership and alleged mismanagement and impotence became the hallmark of the Examiner. The paper became one of the most widely read throughout the Confederacy, even as it was widely denounced for its divisive character.

During the war, Daniel and his coeditor, Edward A. Pollard, initially were unimpressed with the generalship of Robert E. Lee, but they quickly became supporters while continuing to censure Davis’s failures of political leadership. On matters of military policy, the Examiner approved of the use of substitutes by conscripts who could afford them. The paper also early on opposed suggestions of using black troops but came around after Lee gave his assent to such plans late in the war. In addition, the Examiner took stands on home front issues, including drunkenness and the hardships created by monetary inflation.

At the end of March 1865, Daniel died of tuberculosis just days before Richmond was taken by Union forces. The fire that consumed much of Richmond upon the Confederate evacuation also destroyed the offices of the Examiner. The paper briefly resumed publication later in 1865 but closed for good in 1867.
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Richmond Light Infantry Blues

Virginia militia unit first formed on May 10, 1789. Named for its distinctive blue and white uniforms, the Richmond Light Infantry Blues became part of the 19th Regiment of Virginia Militia in 1792 and part of the 1st Virginia Regiment on May 1, 1851. Prior to the start of the Civil War in April 1861, the company volunteered for service whenever and wherever a crisis arose. The first time it saw active service was during Gabriel’s Rebellion in August 1800. The next time occurred during the War of 1812. The unit was also involved in the suppression of Nat Turner’s Rebellion in 1831 and was one of the units tasked with guarding John Brown after his capture at Harpers Ferry in 1859.

The Richmond Blues was activated on April 21, 1861, and mustered into Confederate service on June 30 with Colonel Richard T. W. Duke commanding. It was soon detached from the 1st Virginia Regiment (William’s Rifles) and redesignated as Company A, 46th Virginia Volunteer Infantry Regiment (also referred to as the 1st or 2nd Regiment, or Wise’s Legion). According to the 1861 muster rolls, 15 of the 99 soldiers of Company A were Jewish immigrants of German extraction or children of Jewish immigrants.

Company A was ordered to Roanoke Island, North Carolina, in the autumn of 1861 and placed in a brigade commanded by former Virginia governor Henry A. Wise. Wise’s son, O. Jennings Wise, served as captain of the company. Part of the unit was captured and paroled at Roanoke Island, North Carolina, on February 8, 1862; Jennings Wise was mortally wounded the same day.

The men were subsequently exchanged, and Company A was assembled in Virginia on May 24, 1862, with 401 soldiers. The unit saw action in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and then was transferred to the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida in the autumn of 1863. Company A took part in the defense of Charleston until it was ordered back to the Army of Northern Virginia on May 3, 1864, when it participated in the defense of Richmond.

The Light Infantry Blues was subsequently reassigned to Petersburg and participated in Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). After the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865), the Blues and the other units of Wise’s Legion won praise from General Robert E. Lee for being one of the few commands to stay relatively intact during and after the battle when so many other commands had been shattered. The unit surrendered at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865, with 15 officers and 116 men.
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Richmond Whig

One of three major Richmond papers during the war. The Richmond Whig began publication in 1824 under the editorship of John Hampden Pleasants in opposition to the influential Richmond Enquirer, which was largely a Democratic Party mouthpiece. By the 1830s, the Whig was a leading voice for the Whig Party, which was often at loggerheads with Jacksonian Democrats. In 1846, Pleasants was killed in a duel with Thomas Ritchie Jr., editor of the Enquirer.

During the 1860–1861 secession crisis, the Whig opposed Virginia’s exit from the Union but was highly critical of the centralizing tendencies of the incoming Republican administration of Abraham Lincoln. Virginia voted in support of secession in April 1861 following Lincoln’s call for the military suppression of the rebellion, a move that the Whig also denounced. Antisecession editor Robert Ridgway resigned, however, and Alexander Moseley assumed the editorship, a position he held for almost the duration of the war along with his coeditor, James McDonald.

During the war, the Whig became known as a leading critic of the Jefferson Davis administration, frequently heaping scorn on Davis for the same sort of executive abuses for which it had criticized Lincoln’s administration. The Whig opposed conscription, again citing the expansion of executive powers by the commander in chief. The paper instead favored state control of military forces. Whig editors were also critical of Davis’s conduct of military affairs and demanded accountability for military defeats and setbacks.

At the same time, the paper supported the Confederate war effort and continued to attack the Union and Lincoln’s “aggressive” war. The Whig’s tone could often be shrill in highlighting the brutality of Northern troops, especially against civilians. The 1863 Emancipation Proclamation likewise drew a sharp rejoinder in the Whig’s pages.

The Richmond Whig also continued to play a role in Virginia state politics as an opposition paper. Editorials attacked the leadership of Governor John Letcher, and in 1864 the paper endorsed the candidacy of William Munford against the Democrat and eventual winner, William Smith.

After the fall of Richmond in April 1865, the Whig became the first paper in the city to resume publication. It remained in operation until 1888.
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Rich Mountain, Battle of

Event Date: July 11, 1861

Important early engagement in western Virginia (West Virginia). After the Union victory at the Battle of Philippi (June 3, 1861) and with Unionists’ efforts to break western Virginia from the eastern part of the state, thereby making it a Union stronghold, Major General George McClellan moved into the region with some 20,000 Union troops. It was his assignment to support the pro-Union western counties and defend them from Confederate attack. In turn, the Confederate government dispatched Brigadier General Robert Garnett with 4,500 men to Beverly, Virginia, a crucial crossroads along the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike, situated about 50 miles west of the Shenandoah Valley.

Although Garnett requested reinforcements, none were forthcoming, so he instead staged a series of guerrilla raids against Union supply lines. Realizing that McClellan would likely move against his force, Garnett positioned his men on Rich Mountain, west of Beverly, and on Laurel Mountain, to the north. Both positions commanded unobstructed views of Beverly and the turnpike running through it.
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Lithograph depicting the Union victory in the Battle of Rich Mountain in western Virginia (now West Virginia), July 11, 1861. (Library of Congress)

Garnett concluded that McClellan would assault the weaker Confederate position at Laurel Hill. Preparing for McClellan’s strike, Garnett moved the bulk of his forces to Laurel Hill, leaving Colonel John Pegram and 1,300 Confederates to defend Rich Mountain.

McClellan did not attack Laurel Hill as Garnett had predicted. Instead, McClellan and Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans prepared to encircle Pegram’s troops at Rich Mountain. A coordinated attack was planned, with Rosecrans assailing Pegram’s rear while McClellan’s main force attacked from the front. On July 11 in a pouring rain, Rosecrans performed his part of the plan. He moved along an isolated route, cutting through briars and timber and reaching Rich Mountain, where he fell upon Pegram’s men. Rosecrans easily swept away Confederate resistance, killing or capturing about 170 men and driving the remnants of the Confederate force into Beverly, where 550 men surrendered.

Now unable to hold the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike, Garnett and Pegram’s remaining force withdrew, moving eastward with Union troops in pursuit. On July 13 the Union forces caught up with Garnett at Carrick’s Ford, where the general was shot and killed, the first general officer to die in the Civil War. Carrick’s Ford was another Confederate defeat.

For the North, the results of the Battle of Rich Mountain were consequential. The Union victory completely dashed Confederate hopes of controlling the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad as well as the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. On the political front, having eliminated the Confederate threat from western Virginia, delegates to the Second Wheeling Convention could now form the new state of West Virginia. They did so on July 20, leading two years later to the admission of that state to the Union. The victory also made McClellan an instant hero and helped elevate him to the position of Union Army general in chief.

JEFFERY B. COOK AND PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Ricketts, James Brewerton

Birth Date: June 21, 1817

Death Date: September 22, 1887

Union officer. James Brewerton Ricketts was born on June 21, 1817, in New York City and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1839. He received a commission as an artillery officer and served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). A captain by 1861, Ricketts fought in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), during which he commanded an artillery battery. Severely wounded and captured, he was held as a prisoner in Richmond until exchanged in January 1862.

Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on April 30, 1862, to date from July 1861, Ricketts received command of an infantry division in the Army of Virginia on June 10. He led his men at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and, in the Army of the Potomac, at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he was badly injured when his wounded horse fell on him.

Ricketts did not return to a field command until late March 1864, leading a division in VI Corps during the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). In July 1864 Ricketts’s command, numbering 3,500 men, was ordered to Washington, D.C., to help repulse Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s raid. On July 9, 1864, Ricketts reinforced Major General Lew Wallace’s forces at the Battle of Monocacy in Maryland, where his division sustained the heaviest losses of all Union forces engaged. Ricketts’s command took part in Major General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). At the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864), Ricketts temporarily commanded VI Corps and was wounded for the third time, hit in the chest by a bullet. He returned to command his division in April 1865, shortly after the surrender at Appomattox. Having been brevetted through major general in both the regular army and the volunteers, he mustered out of the volunteers in April 1866. He briefly resumed his regular army career, but his many wounds left him unfit for duty, and he was retired on January 3, 1867, at the grade of major general. Ricketts died in Washington, D.C., on September 22, 1887.
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Rifles

Shoulder-fired small arms in which barrels have a helical groove or grooves in the walls of the bore designed to impart greater range and accuracy to the projectile.

Advances in gun making and technology in the early 19th century significantly improved the accuracy and range of rifles that appeared on the world’s battlefields by midcentury. These advances belatedly led to changes in battlefield tactics.

The basic infantry weapon until the early 19th century was the smoothbore flintlock musket. These weapons began to appear in European armies in the 1680s and remained in widespread use until the mid-19th century. Two of the best known were the English Brown Bess and the French Charleville. The Brown Bess fired a .69-caliber ball, and the Charleville fired a .65-caliber ball.

The principal drawback to the flintlock was its inaccuracy. It was a smoothbore weapon, and the musket ball did not gain the advantage of stability in flight provided to a projectile exiting from a rifled barrel. Also, black powder caused extensive fouling in the barrel after the first several shots; as a result, musket balls had to be cast in a diameter considerably smaller than the bore of the musket. The resultant gap, known as windage, which allowed an escape of the force of the ignited propellant, also caused the ball to bound down the bore in what was known as balloting. The ball might exit the muzzle at an angle, and thus 80–100 yards was the maximum effective range of the flintlock musket. The smoothbore musket had a theoretical rate of fire of three times a minute. The rifle, while it had an effective range of up to 200–300 yards, was much slower in rate of fire because the ball had to fit snugly in the bore to grip the rifling and thus was difficult to force down the barrel. Its rate of fire was approximately one shot per minute. As a result, it was considered unsuited for the tactics of the day. Armies retained special units of riflemen but as skirmishers and sharpshooters rather than as regular infantry.

Although large numbers of flintlock muskets, both smoothbore and rifled, continued in use during the Civil War, especially among militia and local defense forces, this system had been largely replaced by the new percussion cap system developed early in the 19th century by Scotsman Alexander Forsyth. The percussion cap employed fulminate of mercury and detonated when struck a blow. It was a far more reliable system of ignition than the flintlock, and one source has estimated that it reduced musket misfires from 400 to 4.5 per 1,000. This, of course, produced a tremendous increase in firepower. Muzzle-loading percussion cap muskets were in general service in armies by 1850.

The other major development was the lead cylindro-conoidal minié bullet, known simply as the minié ball. The problem with the rifle had always been that it was difficult and time-consuming to load, as the bullet had to be almost the exact size of the bore in order to grip the rifling. The minié ball, developed in the late 1840s by French Army officer Claude-Étienne Minié, had an iron plug at its base and later simply a hollowed-out area that had the same effect of expanding the soft lead of the bullet on ignition of the powder charge. This caused the bullet to grip the lands and grooves of the rifling. The new minié ball could be loaded and fired as rapidly as the old smoothbore musket but had the longer effective range of the rifle. These two developments—the percussion cap and the minié ball—led to the appalling battlefield casualties of the Civil War, because tactics tend to lag behind technology, and the generals were slow to develop new tactics to meet the new technology.

In 1855 U.S. secretary of war Jefferson Davis, subsequently president of the Confederacy, first approved the minié ball rifled musket for the U.S. Army. The most widely used rifle of the Civil War was the .58-caliber muzzleloader produced by the Springfield Arsenal in Massachusetts. By the end of 1863, most Union infantrymen were armed with the Springfield Model 1861. Some 1.5 million Model 1861 and Model 1863 Springfields were produced during the course of the war.

It took time for industry to change over to wartime production, and in any case demand for the new rifles far exceeded supply, particularly in the early months of the war. Many muskets were imported, especially by the Confederacy early in the war. Indeed, the second most widely used infantry weapon of the Civil War was the British 1853 Pattern Enfield rifle-musket in .577 caliber. Some 900,000 of these were shipped to America during the war. A number of new Enfields fell into Union hands on the surrender of Vicksburg, Mississippi, in July 1863.

Repeating rifles and breach-loading rifles also saw use in the war. Among the dozens of types of carbines used during the war were the Sharps, Burnside, and Smith. The Spencer repeating carbine became a favorite of the Union cavalry, with the Henry lever-action repeater being the first truly rapid-fire rifle used during the conflict. However, logistics also lagged behind technology. Breach-loading carbines and repeaters fired new cartridge ammunition that was less available and considerably more expensive. In nearly every major battle, the few units armed with a repeater quickly ran out of ammunition.

JAMES BRIAN MCNABB AND SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Arms Manufacturing; Cavalry Tactics; Infantry Tactics; Minié, Claude-Étienne; Spencer Repeating Rifle and Carbine; Springfield Model 1861 Rifle Musket

Further Reading

Bilby, Joseph. Civil War Firearms: Their Historical Background and Tactical Use. New York: Da Capo, 2005.

Coates, Earl, and Dean S. Thomas. An Introduction to Civil War Small Arms. Gettysburg, PA: Thomas Productions, 1996.

Edwards, William B. Civil War Guns. Gettysburg, PA: Thomas Publications, 1997.

_______________________

Ringgold, Cadwalader

Birth Date: August 20, 1802

Death Date: April 29, 1867

Union naval officer. Born in Washington County, Maryland, on August 20, 1802, Cadwalader Ringgold received a midshipman’s warrant on March 4, 1819. He was promoted to lieutenant on May 17, 1828, and to commander on July 16, 1849. Ringgold was on the reserve list for reason of disability in September 1855. Restored to the active list in 1857, he was promoted to captain that same year with rank backdated to April 2, 1856. At the beginning of 1861, Ringgold had been in the navy for 41 years: 18 years in assignments afloat, 9 in shore duty, and 14 waiting orders in a navy that had too many officers for available assignments.

At the start of the Civil War, Captain Ringgold was serving on special duty in Washington, D.C. In September 1861 he assumed command of the sailing frigate Sabine, which was undergoing repairs at the Portsmouth Navy Yard. Assigned to the Atlantic Blockading Squadron, he took up station off Georgetown, South Carolina. On November 2, 1861, his ship rescued the marines aboard the sinking steamer Governor, which had succumbed to a severe storm and was part of Flag Officer Samuel F. Du Pont’s expeditionary force headed for Port Royal, South Carolina.

Ringgold then took his ship to New York for repairs. Sent out to search for the storeship Vermont, on March 29 his ship located and rescued the crew of the drifting vessel off Bermuda. Promoted to commodore on July 16, 1862, he was ordered to search for Confederate commerce raiders, especially the Alabama, and took his ship to Africa. Unsuccessful in this effort, he returned to New York. In June 1863 he was ordered out to search for the Confederate raider Tacony off New England but failed to locate it. Ringgold and his crew received the Thanks of Congress in March 1864 for their earlier rescues of the marines and the recovery of the Vermont.

Ringgold was on waiting orders status when he was assigned to special duty in New York City in April 1864. Placed on the retired list on August 20, 1864, he nonetheless continued in his New York City assignment until his death. He was promoted to rear admiral on the retired list in early 1867 with rank backdated to July 25, 1866. Ringgold died in New York City on April 29, 1867.
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Ringgold Gap, Battle of

Event Date: November 27, 1863

Closing battle of the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), fought in Catoosa County, Georgia. With the opening of a secure supply line (the Cracker Line) and reinforcements for the beleaguered Union forces at Chattanooga, Union commander Major General Ulysses S. Grant began planning a breakout. The Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25) began when some 14,000 Federals under Brigadier General Thomas J. Wood routed 600 Confederates and seized control of Orchard Knob just outside of Chattanooga. The next day, Major General Joseph Hooker, with two corps of the Army of the Potomac sent to reinforce Grant, attacked Confederate positions on Lookout Mountain and forced a retreat there, and on November 25 Grant ordered an advance on Missionary Ridge, which turned into an all-out assault. Major General George H. Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland routed the center of the Confederate line, forcing Confederate commander General Braxton Bragg to order a general withdrawal of his Army of Tennessee southward into Georgia.

Bragg ordered his forces to reassemble at Dalton, Georgia, some 30 miles to the south. To accomplish this, however, he had to sufficiently delay Hooker, leading the Union pursuit, in order to extract his artillery and supply trains.

Major General Patrick R. Cleburne’s division, perhaps the best such unit in the Army of Tennessee, was the Confederate rear guard. Near midnight on November 26, Bragg ordered Cleburne to deploy his division of only 4,100 men and two guns at a narrow railroad cut in the mountains where the Western & Atlantic Railroad passed through Taylor’s Ridge near the town of Ringgold, Georgia, north of Dalton. Bragg instructed Cleburne “to hold this position at all hazards, and keep back the enemy until the artillery and transportation of the army are secure.”

Early on November 27, the resourceful Cleburne carefully positioned his men. Centering his defense on the Ringgold Depot as an anchor, he concealed his men. Aware that he would be heavily outnumbered, Cleburne also ordered his troops to withhold their fire until the Union soldiers were almost upon them. At about 7:00 a.m. when the leading elements of Hooker’s force approached and were just about to enter the gap, a withering Confederate volley drove them back. Unable to utilize his larger numbers to advantage in the narrow gap, Hooker attempted to outflank the defenders, but Cleburne had anticipated this and quickly moved men to throw back Union attacks on both flanks.

Around noon, having held the pursuing Federals at bay for more than five hours and having been informed that Bragg’s supply trains had safely reached Dalton, Cleburne abandoned Ringgold Gap. Hooker’s men occupied the gap by 2:00 p.m. Hooker reported casualties of 432 men, compared with Confederate losses of 480, although the Union losses were probably much higher than reported. Indeed, Grant noted the discrepancy in his official report. Grant now terminated the pursuit, and both armies went into winter quarters. The Chattanooga Campaign was over.
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The Battle of Ringgold Gap, fought in Georgia on November 27, 1863. The closing battle of the Chattanooga Campaign, it saw Confederate forces under Major General Patrick R. Cleburne turn back pursuing Union troops under Major General Joseph Hooker, allowing General Braxton Bragg’s Confederate Army of Tennessee to escape. (National Archives)

In Richmond, Virginia, on February 6, 1864, the Confederate Congress voted the Thanks of Congress to Cleburne and his men: “For the victory obtained by them over superior forces of the enemy at Ringgold Gap … by which the advance of the enemy was impeded, our wagon train and most of our artillery saved, and a large number of the enemy killed and wounded.” Indeed, it was for his actions here that Cleburne became known as the “Stonewall of the West,” in reference to Brigadier General Thomas J. Jackson’s defiant stand at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).
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Rio Grande Campaign

Start Date: November 2, 1863

End Date: June 29, 1864

Union military campaign aimed at occupying key points along the Rio Grande and the Texas coast of the Gulf of Mexico. Texas shared a long border with the officially neutral nation of Mexico. Although Mexican president Benito Juárez favored the Union and sought to maintain neutrality, political opponents in northern Mexico, particularly Santiago Vidaurri, governor of Tampaulipas, favored the Confederacy and encouraged trade with Texas across the Rio Grande. The French intervention in Mexico, which began in December 1861 and by 1863 had driven Juárez from power, fostered a decidedly friendlier environment for Confederate interests. This provided a much-needed outlet for Texas cotton traded with Mexico and also sent from there to Europe in exchange for foreign-manufactured goods, including weapons and other military material.

Unable to blockade Mexico, the Lincoln administration ordered Major General Nathaniel P. Banks, commander of the Department of the Gulf, to interdict trade between Texas and Mexico. Also of concern to the Union was the fear that France might enter the war in support of the Confederacy.

On November 2, 1863, 6,000 men of the Union XIII Corps commanded by Major General Napoleon Dana arrived at the Texas barrier island of Brazos Santiago near the mouth of the Rio Grande. Later that month, Union forces occupied Brownsville, some 20 miles upriver, and by January 1864 they had pushed up the Gulf Coast to Corpus Christi, Matagorda Island, Indianola, and Port Lavaca. In addition to interdicting trade with Mexico, Banks saw these moves as a precursor to the invasion of the Texas interior. A provisional Union government was established in Brownsville under Brigadier General Andrew J. Hamilton, and Confederate deserters and other pro-Union citizens were recruited into the 1st and 2nd Texas Cavalry Regiments (Union). Meanwhile, Dana was replaced by Major General Francis Herron in command of U.S. forces in the region. The occupation forces soon became restive, however, and Texans, especially cotton growers and brokers, began to demand that Confederate authorities push U.S. forces out of the region so that illicit trade could resume.

In early June 1864, Confederate colonel John S. “Rip” Ford led a motley group of about 1,300 men against Union forces in and around Brownsville. By this time, Banks had withdrawn more than half of the Union troops in southern Texas in preparation for the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Unable to stop Confederate advances against Brownsville, Union troops vacated that city on June 29. By the end of September, only about 950 Union troops remained at Brazos Santiago. Although a militarily dubious Union effort, the Rio Grande Campaign nevertheless disrupted the cotton trade with Mexico for a time.
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Riots, CSA

Civil unrest occurred with some frequency in the Confederacy and came mostly from Southern women because of severe shortages of and inflated prices for everyday necessities of life. Beginning in mid-1862, the civilian population of the South, particularly those living in cities and towns, began to suffer from food and clothing shortages because of rampant speculation and governmental impressment. At the same time, the Confederate Congress enacted a conscription law that allowed exemptions and substitutions for wealthier people, particularly the planter class, while poor men were drafted in large numbers.

Many families of draftees were left to fend for themselves in a political and economic system that was weighted heavily against them. Wives and mothers began writing letters to congressmen and state legislators in a vain attempt to redress these difficulties. Soon many families faced destitution and starvation, while plantation owners and merchants continued to live well and made money by speculating on the prices of bacon, flour, corn, and yarn.

As early as July 1861, women in New Orleans rioted over food shortages; a year later, the same types of disturbances occurred in Bartow County, Georgia, particularly in the town of Cartersville. The number of riots increased in 1863, with demonstrations in Richmond and Petersburg, Virginia, and High Point, Salisbury, Raleigh, and Boone, North Carolina. In Salisbury, 50 women with axes and hatchets attacked the shops of speculators and confiscated 13 barrels of flour, 1 barrel of molasses, 2 sacks of salt, and $20 in cash. In the Richmond Bread Riot on April 2, the biggest riot of the war in the South, women and men rampaged through the business district, destroying 20 stores. Virginia governor John Letcher called out the Public Guard, a state security force, and had 45 women and 10 men arrested. Twelve women and 6 men were ultimately convicted of public disorder. Some were fined, while others were sentenced to prison.

Rioting continued into 1864, with women marching through Savannah, Georgia, in April, seizing bacon, sugar, flour, rice, and salt. Three of the women were arrested, but they were subsequently released when no one would press charges against them. Two merchants demanded that the city council compensate them for $450 worth of stolen bacon, but their demand went unmet. Riots also occurred in Alabama, North Carolina, Virginia, and Texas. In February 1865, 50 soldiers’ wives in Miller County, Georgia, stormed the county seat of Colquitt and stole 50 sacks of government-owned corn. The war ended with many women and children destitute and hungry, not because of Union army depredations but because of their own government’s frequent impressments and indifference to the massive speculation in foodstuffs by merchants and planters.
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Riots, U.S.

During 1862 and 1863, civil unrest, largely from federal attempts to impose conscription, precipitated numerous outbreaks of violence in the United States. Other factors such as war weariness, economic inequalities, and racism also contributed to citizens’ anger. The first acts of violence were in response to Congress’s passage of the Militia Act of July 17, 1862, which enrolled men between the ages of 18 and 45 in state militias and allowed the president to call militias to federal service for a period of nine months. Mobs in several states rioted against state militia drafts, with the most serious occurring in Port Washington, Wisconsin, on October 10, 1862. There a mob attacked the courthouse, destroying draft records. They also demolished the homes of government officials. Some 600 soldiers were called out to restore order.

Much more serious rioting resulted in 1863 after Congress on March 3 enacted a national conscription law. On March 6 in Detroit, a civil disturbance occurred that resulted in many deaths and $20,000 in property damage. The worst riots occurred in New York City, where during July 13–17 as many as 2,000 people may have been killed while another 2,000–8,000 were injured. The city also sustained $2 million in property damage. Troops from Pennsylvania and West Point had to be called in to suppress the rioting. In Boston on July 14, 1863, 3 people were killed when a mob attacked the federal armory. Other disturbances took place in Wooster, Ohio; Green Bay, Wisconsin; Portsmouth, New Hampshire; Hartford, Connecticut; and Troy, New York.

Attempts to impose a draft had come at a time when Union armies had suffered a series of serious defeats coupled with mounting casualties. The fact that volunteers no longer filled the ranks was evidence of waning support for the war effort. Also, the draft law exempted anyone who could pay a $300 commutation fee or provide a substitute. Poor farmers, urban laborers, and newly arrived immigrants, already suffering from inflated prices and low wages, denounced the law as a flagrant example of class bias. Moreover, corrupt recruiting officials often cooperated with employers to keep workers from joining unions. Racial issues aggravated all of these factors. Many Northerners despised the 1863 Emancipation Proclamation, believing it to be the Republicans’ first step toward black equality. Draft riots, especially in Detroit and New York, quickly became pillaging expeditions against African American neighborhoods that resulted in numerous murders and much property damage.

Despite Confederate hopes that the riots would bring the Union war effort to its knees, the Union soldiered on. Many Northern cities began paying commutation fees for its poor citizens, and in March 1864 Congress finally ended the practice altogether. At the end of the war Northern morale was unshaken, and the Union Army numbered more than 1 million men.
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Ripley, James Wolfe

Birth Date: December 10, 1794

Death Date: March 16, 1870

Union officer. James Wolfe Ripley was born in Windham County, Connecticut, on December 10, 1794, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1814. Commissioned a second lieutenant of artillery, he was assigned to the defense of Sackets Harbor, New York, during the War of 1812. Ripley took part in Major General Andrew Jackson’s invasion of Florida and actions of the First Seminole War (1817–1818). Promoted to captain in 1832, he was transferred to the new Ordnance Department. During 1832–1833, Ripley commanded Union forces at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor during the South Carolina Nullification Crisis.

Promoted to major in 1838, Ripley was assigned command of the Springfield (Massachusetts) Arsenal in 1841. He served in Mexico during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was brevetted lieutenant colonel in 1848. Returning to the Springfield Arsenal afterward, in 1854 he took command of the Watertown (Massachusetts) Arsenal.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Ripley was promoted to colonel on April 23, 1861, and named chief of ordnance. He was brevetted brigadier general in the regular army on July 2 and promoted to that rank on August 3. Ripley performed effectively in the chaotic early days of the war, reorganizing his department administratively and ordering the conversion of a number of smoothbore guns to rifled pieces as well as purchasing new Parrott rifled guns from the West Point Foundry.

Ripley was, however, much criticized at the time and by historians since for his refusal to purchase rifled muskets for the infantry. He based this decision on the large number of smoothbore weapons in the federal arsenals and his belief that these could be converted to rifled pieces, which turned out to be incorrect. He also steadfastly refused to authorize the purchase of new breech-loading and repeating rifles. His resistance to change earned him the nickname “Ripley van Winkle.” Ripley held that the greater firepower of the breech-loading repeaters would lead to poor fire discipline and wastage of ammunition. Individual Union units subsequently raised their own funds and purchased repeating rifles privately, although problems did develop over adequate ammunition stocks.

After frequent clashes with President Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, Ripley was replaced as head of ordnance by Colonel George D. Ramsay on September 1, 1863, and was named inspector of New England coastal fortifications. In 1865 Ripley was brevetted a regular army major general. He subsequently served as inspector of government armaments. Ripley died in Hartford, Connecticut, on March 16, 1870.
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Ripley, Roswell Sabine

Birth Date: March 14, 1823

Death Date: March 29, 1887

Confederate officer. Born in Worthington, Ohio, on March 14, 1823, Roswell Sabine Ripley was the nephew of future Union general James W. Ripley. Roswell Ripley graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843 and was assigned to the artillery. Promoted to first lieutenant on March 3, 1847, he was twice brevetted for service during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848): to captain for the Battle of Cerro Gordo and to major for the Battle of Chapultepec. Ripley published a two-volume history, The War with Mexico, in 1849. Marrying into a prominent Charleston, South Carolina, family in 1852, he resigned his commission on March 2, 1853, and settled in Charleston, where he became a businessman. During 1860–1861, Ripley was a major in the state militia.

Promoted to lieutenant colonel of artillery in the South Carolina Militia on January 28, 1861, Ripley had charge of artillery batteries first at Fort Moultrie, following its evacuation by Union forces, and then on Sullivan’s Island. He participated in the bombardment of Fort Sumter and later commanded the post. In May 1861 Ripley received a commission as a lieutenant colonel of artillery in the Confederate Army, and on August 15 he was promoted to brigadier general and commanded at Charleston until the arrival of Major General John C. Pemberton in 1862. Thereafter Ripley headed a succession of districts in South Carolina.

Although regarded as a competent officer, Ripley reportedly constantly feuded with his superiors and subordinates, and Pemberton had him transferred to the Army of Northern Virginia. In July 1862 Ripley assumed command of the 5th Brigade in Daniel H. Hill’s division during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and fought in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). During the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Ripley was severely wounded in the neck. Again assigned to duty in South Carolina on his recovery, Ripley successfully directed the defenses of Charleston but again tangled with superiors and subordinates. In February 1865 he was ordered to join General Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee in North Carolina to command a division in I Corps, arriving in time to take part in the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21).

After the war Ripley traveled to Britain, where he engaged in a manufacturing enterprise that failed, and then to France. Relocating to Charleston in 1868, he spent considerable time in New York City, where he died on March 29, 1887.
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River Defense Fleet

Two separate lightly armed and poorly armored gunboat squadrons on the Mississippi River. The first River Defense Fleet consisted of six small converted river tugs mounting a total of seven guns and fitted with iron-reinforced prows for ramming, all under the command of Confederate Navy captain John A. Stephenson. The gunboats were the Defense, General Breckinridge, General Lovell, Resolute, Stonewall Jackson, and Warrior. All six were lost in the defeat of Confederate forces below New Orleans on April 24, 1862, and during the subsequent Union capture of the Crescent City.

The second River Defense Fleet consisted of eight gunboats constructed with double pine bulkheads bolted together and stuffed with compressed cotton. The so-called cottonclad gunboats of the River Defense Fleet mounted only one or two guns each but were somewhat faster and more agile than their Union counterparts. A number also had reinforced bows of oak and iron, enabling them to act as rams. Former riverboat captains James E. Montgomery and J. H. Townsend commanded the River Defense Fleet. The crews came from civilian steamboats and fought on the condition that they would not be subject to the orders of Confederate Navy officers.

Five gunboats of the River Defense Fleet attacked the Union flotilla commanded by Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote above Fort Pillow on the morning of April 14, 1862, but soon withdrew to the protection of Fort Pillow’s batteries. On May 8, three of the rams, the General Sumter, General Bragg, and General Earl Van Dorn, made for the area where Union mortar boats shelling Fort Pillow were usually positioned, but these had been moved shortly before and were now protected by the Union ironclads Cairo, Cincinnati, and Mound City. Again the Confederate gunboats were soon in precipitous retreat, pursued for a time by the Union ships.

On the morning of May 10, however, Montgomery led an attack by his eight gunboats against the Union flotilla, now commanded by Flag Officer Charles H. Davis. The Confederates hoped to capture or destroy the single mortar boat shelling Fort Pillow and its covering Union gunboat. This attack caught the Union squadron by surprise, and in the ensuing Battle of Plum Point Bend, the Confederate gunboats rammed and holed the ironclad Cincinnati, which sank along the shore in shallow water. The other Union gunboats, their steam at last up, then came up. The Mound City was also rammed, but its captain was able to ground his vessel to prevent it from sinking. The arrival of the more powerful Union ships, however, caused Montgomery to signal a retirement. Union rifled rounds shattered the boilers of the General Sumter, the Colonel Lovell, and the General Earl Van Dorn, which all suffered heavy casualties but managed to escape. Apart from the heavy personnel losses, the Southerners had won a tactical victory, temporarily disabling two much more powerful Union gunboats, which were subsequently refloated and taken back to Mound City for repairs.

With the evacuation of Fort Pillow on June 4, the River Defense Fleet withdrew to Memphis, where it was attacked on June 6 by Davis’s flotilla as well as the newly arrived Union Ellet rams. Of the eight Confederate gunboats in the battle (the General Bragg, General Sterling Price, General Earl Van Dorn, General Sumter, General Thompson, General Beauregard, Colonel Lovell, and Little Rebel), only the General Earl Van Dorn managed to escape to Vicksburg.
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Riverine Warfare

Operations conducted on rivers and associated waterways. Prior to the Civil War, the U.S. Navy concentrated on fighting a European foe on the high seas, with no thought of the need to operate on the country’s myriad inland rivers and smaller streams. With the beginning of the Civil War, however, Union naval strategy rapidly evolved into a twofold action of blockading Southern commercial ports and working in conjunction with the army on inland waters. At the start of the war, however, none of the navy’s warships in home waters could operate easily in nontidal rivers. Innovation was required.

Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles at first concentrated on building the blockading fleet and all but ignored the pressing issue of a huge internal boundary that stretched along the Ohio River to the Mississippi River and potentially to beyond St. Louis, Missouri. The Union Army initially had responsibility for handling inland riverine, or brown-water, issues.

The solution to prosecuting the naval war, even before vessels could be obtained, was contained in a course of action outlined by Union general in chief Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott. What came to be known as the Anaconda Plan called for a naval blockade to starve the South from outside assistance. At the same time, the internal waterways that bisected the South would be secured and then used as an invasion path for large trained Union ground forces. The problem was that not enough ships existed for the first part, and there were none for the second; it took time to secure these.

Subjugation of inland or brown-water streams was a difficult task. Because the navy had little presence on inland waters except the Great Lakes, it was expected that the new warships would be under army control. New types of ships were also required. They had to be capable of mounting large guns but have shallow drafts and be sufficiently narrow to navigate twisting streams. The first warships were paid for and built by the army, with naval officers sent west to supervise their construction. These vessels did not fully pass to navy control until October 1862.

Gideon Welles assigned Commander John Rodgers to assist the army in this effort; like the other officers of the navy he had no experience in riverine warfare. His brief command in 1861 saw the purchase and conversion of 3 so-called timberclads, designed to protect against small arms fire only. These were the Tyler, Lexington, and Conestoga. At the same time, James Buchanan Eads built 7 innovative ironclads of the City class (Cairo class) at St. Louis, Missouri, and Mound City, Illinois. These 10 warships formed the initial nucleus of the brown-water navy. They were grouped into the Western Gunboat Flotilla. Rodgers did not get on well with imperious commander of the army’s Western Department Major General John C. Frémont, and on Frémont’s insistence Rodgers was recalled, replaced by Flag Officer Andrew Hull Foote. Soon Foote’s warships were patrolling the larger rivers of the upper South, bombarding shore installations, and operating in conjunction with army forces.

The first action involving the squadron occurred in Missouri at the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861), when the Tyler and Lexington supported a landing by Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant. Although the battle had little overall consequence, it clearly demonstrated the important role that the ships could play in supporting operations ashore. Indeed, the ship guns held the reinforcing Confederates at bay long enough for Grant’s men to be brought off. Gunboats also proved important in carrying out reconnaissance deep into Confederate territory. One of the forays by the timberclad Conestoga under Lieutenant Seth Ledyard Phelps up the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers discovered two large Confederate forts guarding the approaches. Fort Henry on the Tennessee River and Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River became major targets for Union forces. In the campaign to take these forts, Grant and Foote worked closely together.

The first Union target was Fort Henry. Finally securing the approval of Frémont’s successor, commander of the newly formed Department of the Missouri Major General Henry W. Halleck, Grant and Foote moved in early February 1862 up the Tennessee to within striking distance of Fort Henry. There the troops debarked. With the arrival of the troops by land delayed by the poor state of the roads caused by recent heavy rains, Foote proceeded alone, attacking on February 6 and taking the poorly sited Fort Henry with four ironclads and two timberclads.

Following the capture of Fort Henry, Grant’s forces moved overland to Fort Donelson, while Foote traveled there by water. Fort Donelson was situated on much higher ground. As Grant worked to contain the Confederates from the land side, Foote sought to replicate his success at Fort Henry. On February 14 Foote attacked in the same formation of four ironclads followed by two timberclads. But Fort Donelson’s upper battery was 120 feet above the river, and shots from its guns struck the ironclads’ sloping sides at right angles. Three of the four ironclads were disabled and drifted downstream, the flotilla sustaining 11 men killed and 43 wounded, including Foote. Despite this setback, the combination of Union naval forces and increasing land forces proved irresistible, and Fort Donelson surrendered on February 16. The capture of Forts Henry and Donelson represented the first significant Union victory in the western theater and was widely celebrated in the North. The success was also a strong impetus for additional riverine naval construction.

The timberclads Tyler and Lexington provided invaluable assistance to Grant in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). At Pittsburg Landing, they provided vital close-in gunfire support to Grant’s hard-pressed forces. Meanwhile, Foote was back in action with most of his ships on the upper Mississippi. The Confederates had fortified Columbus, Kentucky, and Island No. 10. The loss of Forts Henry and Donelson compromised Columbus, and the Confederates concentrated on Island No. 10, near New Madrid, Missouri.

Foote moved against the island fort in March 1862, bringing there 9 gunboats and 10 mortar boats. This time Foote worked with Brigadier General John Pope’s Army of the Mississippi, which had moved overland to New Madrid downstream from Island No. 10. After ineffective long-range shelling of Island No. 10 and on Pope’s urging, Foote ran 2 gunboats past the fortress at night. These ships were able to control the river and allow Pope’s men to pass over to the other side of the Mississippi, cutting off Island No. 10 and forcing its surrender on April 7, 1862.

The next target was Fort Pillow. Captain Charles H. Davis replaced the ailing Foote. Meanwhile, the bulk of Pope’s forces were withdrawn for service elsewhere. The day after Davis took command, the Confederates struck in the first engagement of the war between naval squadrons. Eight gunboats of the Confederate River Defense Fleet attempted to cut out a Union mortar boat and its protecting ironclad. In the Battle of Plum Point Bend (May 10, 1862), two Union ironclads, the Cincinnati and Mound City, were rammed and rendered hors de combat, while several Confederate gunboats were badly damaged.

When the Confederates were forced to abandon Fort Pillow, Davis moved downriver against Memphis. Aided by the arrival of the ships of Colonel Charles Ellet’s army Ram Fleet, the Union victory was complete. In the Battle of Memphis (June 6, 1862), of the eight Confederate warships involved, all were sunk or captured except one that escaped to Vicksburg.

In October 1862 Rear Admiral David D. Porter took command of the flotilla, now renamed the Mississippi Squadron. Under Porter, the squadron considerably expanded in size, with new ships added in the form of lightly armored tinclads and river monitor ironclads. Porter worked well with both Grant and Major General William T. Sherman. This cooperation was essential in Union operations that led to the surrender of Vicksburg in July 1863.

At the same time, Flag Officer David G. Farragut, commander of the navy’s West Gulf Blockading Squadron, enjoyed success on the lower Mississippi. In April 1862 he forced his way past Forts Jackson and St. Philip guarding the southern river approach to New Orleans and took the surrender of the Crescent City in another heavy blow to the South.

The western theater also saw the creation of the Mississippi Marine Brigade, organized in 1863 to combat Confederate guerrilla operations along the Mississippi River and its tributaries. In one of the U.S. military’s first experiments in combined-arms operations, the brigade utilized the ships of the U.S. Army’s Ram Fleet, supplemented by transports to carry infantry, cavalry, and even artillery. Ineffective and insubordinate leadership and a poor record of service ashore led to the unit’s disbandment in August 1864.

The largest riverine operation of the war, the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) conducted by Porter and Major General Nathaniel P. Banks, involved a combined land and naval assault up Louisiana’s Red River that was designed to secure Shreveport and penetrate eastern Texas. The expedition proved to be an abject failure, thanks to poor army-navy cooperation, Banks’s ineptitude, and effective Confederate leadership. Stopping short of Shreveport, Banks withdrew. Meanwhile, rapidly falling water levels in the Red threatened to strand numerous Union warships above the Alexandria rapids. Ultimately they were gotten free, thanks to the construction of a coffer dam. Still, the campaign was nothing short of a fiasco.

There were also numerous but less publicized Union riverine operations in the eastern theater, where Union ships assisted Major General George B. McClellan’s ill-fated Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) in Virginia. Union Navy control of much of the James River below Richmond was also of great importance to Grant during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). Clearly, Union riverine operations played a key role in the Northern victory.
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Rives, Alfred Landon

Birth Date: March 25, 1830

Death Date: February 27, 1903

Confederate officer. Alfred Landon Rives was born on March 25, 1830, in Paris, France, while his father was U.S. minister to France. Rives attended the Virginia Military Institute for two years and then the University of Virginia but did not graduate from either school. He then studied mathematics at the École des Ponts et Chausées in France, graduating in 1854. Upon his return to the United States, Rives worked for the Virginia Midland Railway. He later joined the U.S. Corps of Engineers as a civilian and was assistant engineer of the U.S. Capitol and Post Office buildings. In the late 1850s, he supervised the construction of the Cabin John Bridge over the Potomac River.

In April 1861, Rives was commissioned a captain in the Confederate Engineering Bureau. Based in Williamsburg, he oversaw the construction of numerous earthworks and field fortifications on the Virginia Peninsula. Beginning in mid-1862, he was for a time acting chief engineer for the Confederacy. In October 1862, he was advanced to major and named assistant to the chief engineer. Promoted to lieutenant colonel in the summer of 1863, Rives frequently served as acting chief engineer in the absence of his superior, Major General Jeremy Francis Gilmer. Rives was advanced to colonel in the spring of 1864 and supervised the construction of numerous permanent and temporary bridges in Virginia before the Civil War ended in April 1865.

Postbellum, Rives worked as an engineer or executive for a number of railroads in the South. In the 1890s he consulted with the government of Colombia to erect a transisthmian railroad and a canal in Panama that would link the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. Rives died on February 27, 1903, at his family’s estate—Castle Hill—near Charlottesville, Virginia.
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Rives, William Cabell

Birth Date: May 4, 1793

Death Date: April 25, 1868

Confederate congressman. William Cabell Rives was born on May 4, 1793, in Amherst County, Virginia. He attended Hamden-Sydney College before graduating from the College of William and Mary in 1809. He subsequently studied law under Thomas Jefferson and was admitted to the bar in 1814. After serving in the Virginia House of Delegates (1817–1820, 1822–1823), Rives gained national prominence as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives (1823–1829), minister to France (1829–1832, 1849–1853), and U.S. senator (1832–1834, 1836–1839, 1841–1845).

Although Rives owned 104 slaves, he was a staunch Unionist. Two factors shaped his Unionism: the influence of James Madison and the political turmoil that Rives witnessed firsthand during the French Revolution of 1848. In the 1860 presidential election, Rives supported the Constitutional Union Party, believing that adherence to the U.S. Constitution and enforcement of federal laws would prevent secession. Throughout the winter of 1860–1861, he sought protection for Southern rights within the Union. In January 1861 Rives, convinced that a national conference could stop the spread of secession to the border states, persuaded the Virginia legislature to propose the Washington Peace Conference to resolve the growing crisis. At that meeting, Rives offered no solutions but implored Northern Republicans to accept the conference’s final report, which consisted of resolutions similar to the Crittenden Compromise proposals. Congress refused to consider it.

Rives then served as a delegate at the Virginia Secession Convention. There he insisted that the Constitution offered adequate protection of Southern rights but publicly warned that Virginia would leave the Union if the federal government resorted to coercion against the seceded states. He blocked acceptance of an ordinance of secession until the bombardment of Fort Sumter in April 1861. President Abraham Lincoln’s subsequent call for troops ended all hope of keeping Virginia in the Union.

Rives served in the Provisional Confederate Congress and the first regular Confederate Congress until poor health forced him to resign in 1862. He died at his plantation, Castle Hill, near Charlottesville, on April 25, 1868.
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Roane, John Seldon

Birth Date: January 8, 1817

Death Date: April 8, 1867

Confederate officer. John Seldon Roane was born in Lebanon, Tennessee, on January 8, 1817, into a politically prominent family; his uncle, Archibald Roane, was governor of Tennessee from 1801 to 1803. After education in a local school, John Roane attended Cumberland College in Princeton, Kentucky. He moved to Pine Bluff, Arkansas, in 1837 and studied law under his older brother, Samuel Calhoun Roane. In 1842 John Roane was elected to the Arkansas General Assembly. Reelected in 1844, he was then chosen its Speaker.

With the beginning of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Roane raised a company of mounted infantry from Van Buren. The company became part of the 1st Arkansas Mounted Rifles, of which Roane was elected lieutenant colonel. Roane fought with the regiment in the Battle of Buena Vista in February 1847. The unit’s poor performance became a matter of some controversy, leading that summer to a duel between Roane and one of the regiment’s captains (and a future Confederate general), Albert Pike, although neither man was hurt.

Roane returned to Pine Bluff after the war, busying himself with his law practice and overseeing a newly acquired plantation, which by 1860 had 56 slaves. Elected governor of Arkansas as a Democrat in March 1849, Roane served until November 1852. As governor, he supported internal improvements, the establishment of a state college, and the recruitment of immigrants to the state. At loggerheads with the legislature over the means to deal with a serious state financial crisis occasioned by bank failures, he refused to stand for reelection.

Although a staunch supporter of the institution of slavery and states’ rights, Roane opposed secession and, despite the beginning of the Civil War, did not enter Confederate service for almost a year. Commissioned a brigadier general on March 20, 1862, he was the de facto commander of all Confederate forces in Arkansas until the arrival there early that summer of Major General Thomas C. Hindman. Roane commanded a brigade in the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862) and then served in garrison and detached duties in Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas until the end of the war. Apparently he had little aptitude for military service and was not well liked by either his superiors or his men. Paroled at Shreveport on June 11, 1865, Roane returned to Pine Bluff, where he died on April 8, 1867.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Arkansas; Hindman, Thomas Carmichael; Pike, Albert; Prairie Grove, Battle of

Further Reading

DeBlack, Thomas A. With Fire and Sword: Arkansas, 1861–1874. Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 2003.

Donovan, Timothy P., Willard B. Gatewood Jr., and Jeannie M. Whayne, eds. The Governors of Arkansas: Essays in Political Biography. 2nd ed. Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 1995.

Roanoke Island, Battle of

Start Date: February 7, 1862

End Date: February 8, 1862

Successful Union amphibious operation. Union possession of the Hatteras Island forts offered a base for further amphibious operations against eastern North Carolina. West of the Outer Banks were six sounds, the two largest being Pamlico and Albemarle. The Confederacy had no effective means of preventing Union ships from operating on these sounds or against a number of major cities in the region.

Roanoke Island lies at the northern end of Pamlico Sound. The island controlled passage between Pamlico Sound to the south and Albemarle Sound to the north and west. Roanoke Island also dominated access to the southern termini of the Dismal Swamp Canal and the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal, both of which reached to Norfolk, Virginia. Union forces already controlled Pamlico Sound, and securing Roanoke Island would give them access to Albemarle Sound, with its rivers leading into interior North Carolina over which railroads ran north on bridges to Norfolk. In Union hands, troops might strike from Roanoke Island against Norfolk, while shallow-draft Union warships could use the sound as an anchorage.

Flag Officer Louis M. Goldsborough, commanding the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, and Army brigadier general Ambrose Burnside commanded the Roanoke Island operation. Sometimes known as the Burnside Expedition, it departed Hampton Roads in mid-January. Because of the shallow water in which they would have to operate, Goldsborough’s 20 ships were all converted tugs, river steamers, and ferry boats. Most were lightly armed. Goldsborough’s ships provided protection for some 70 transports carrying Burnside’s 12,000 troops and their supplies. Once all of the ships were in position, the navy was to shell the shore installations and engage any hostile warships as well as provide fire support once the troops were ashore.

After several delays, on the morning of February 7 the flotilla got under way. With the warships leading, the flotilla proceeded through the narrow channel west of the southern tip of Roanoke Island and entered Croatan Sound, which in the best of conditions was only 7.5 feet deep.

Although they were well aware of the Union preparations, Confederate authorities had few warships, guns, or troops available. Former Virginia governor and now Confederate brigadier general Henry A. Wise commanded Roanoke Island with two North Carolina regiments totaling 1,435 men. Another 800 Confederates were at Nags Head.

Roanoke Island contained five forts with a total of 30 guns. The largest, Fort Huger on Weir’s Point, mounted 12 guns but was at the narrowest northern part of Croatan Sound between the island and the mainland and thus was beyond the range of the proposed Union landing site. The chief concern to the Federals was Fort Bartow, with 9 guns, located at Pork Point. Another fort, Fort Forrest, with 8 guns, lay directly across the sound from Pork Point. Wise had ordered a double line of piles placed in the two miles of water between these two forts, and on the Union approach, the Confederates sank a number of small vessels to strengthen this barrier. Behind it, Flag Officer William D. Lynch had seven small steamers with a total of only 8 guns.

On the morning of February 7, the Union ships moved slowly up Croatan Sound, and the Union transports prepared to disembark their troops at Ashby’s Harbor, several miles south of the main Confederate defenses. Goldsborough ordered his 19 gunboats forward to shell the Confederate forts and ships. By noon, the firing became general. The Confederate forts north of the obstructions were too distant to participate, and only four of Bartow’s guns could engage the Union gunboats. At 1:30 p.m., Union shells set the barracks behind Fort Bartow on fire.

The Union gunboats mounted a total of 57 guns, many of which were larger and of greater range than the Confederate guns. Lynch reported that whenever his ships approached the barrier, they drew Union fire. Although only six Confederates were wounded, three seriously, damage to the Southern ships was extensive. The Union warships escaped serious injury.

The Confederate ships kept up an intermittent fire but were soon short of ammunition, and in late afternoon Lynch retired up Albemarle Sound to resupply. He was en route back to Roanoke Island when he learned of the Confederate surrender.

The earthen works of Fort Bartow on Pork Point were hard hit by the Union bombardment. But at about 5:00 p.m. with darkness coming on, Goldsborough ordered his ships to cease fire.

Meanwhile, beginning at 3:00 p.m. on February 7, Union troops began going ashore on Roanoke Island. They soon came under fire from a Confederate field gun, but the steamer Delaware moved in to clear their way, firing shrapnel from its IX-inch Dahlgren. Six Dahlgren howitzers on field mounts were landed in launches and then positioned to provide security. By midnight, some 10,000 Union troops were on the island.
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Union forces capture Roanoke Island, North Carolina, on February 7–8, 1862, giving the North one of its first significant victories of the war. (Library of Congress)

The next day, February 8, the Union soldiers got under way at first light, and by 9:00 a.m. the fighting was general. The Union ships again took the forts under fire, but the Union soldiers had little difficulty with the outnumbered Confederates. By 4:00 p.m., the American flag was flying over Pork Point.

Meanwhile, Union gunboat crews cleared a path through the obstructions across the sound, and by 4:00 p.m. the ships had passed into Albemarle Sound. Unable to do more than offer token long-range resistance, Lynch withdrew his gunboats up the Pasquotank River.

The Battle of Roanoke Island was a major Union victory at surprisingly little cost. The Union troops sustained little more than 250 casualties, with 47 of them killed; Union naval losses were only 6 men killed, 17 wounded, and 2 missing. Nearly 2,000 Confederates were taken prisoner, including 500 reinforcements arriving just in time to surrender.
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Robert Garrett & Sons, Inc.

Finance and transportation business founded by Robert Garrett in Baltimore, Maryland. With the help of his wealthy father-in-law, Robert Garrett formed Robert Garrett & Company in 1819 as a wholesale grocery business that sold produce, various dry goods, and manufactured products to retailers in Pennsylvania and western Maryland. The business became enormously profitable, and in 1840 Garrett allowed his two sons—Henry and John—to enter a business partnership with him; at that time, the name of the business was changed to Robert Garrett & Sons.

Before long, the Garretts branched out into other businesses, including finance and investment. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), the company brokered U.S. Treasury bonds to help pay for the conflict, charging a tidy commission for each transaction. The Garretts also sold food to the U.S. government for American troops serving in the war. The company meanwhile continued to deal in state-issued and commercially issued bonds. During the 1850s, Robert Garrett & Sons became a major player in the lucrative railroad financing business.

Robert Garrett died in 1857, leaving the company’s operations to his son John, who that same year also became president of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. During the Civil War, the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad garnered numerous military-related contracts, and in 1863 it transported an unprecedented 20,000 Union troops from the Potomac River to Chattanooga in a matter of a few days.

Meanwhile, Garrett & Sons helped finance the war effort by engaging in foreign exchange transactions for George Peabody & Company, which was engaged in bond sales abroad. Opening a New York City office, Garrett & Sons also financed flour and corn exports to Europe. John Garrett cultivated close relationships with key federal officials, including Secretary of War Edwin L. Stanton and Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase.

The war divided the company’s partners, however, as Henry Garrett chose to support the Confederacy. He was arrested in September 1861 in Baltimore and briefly detained for suspected treason. After that episode his health deteriorated rapidly, and he died in 1867.

John Garrett continued to run the business until his death in 1884. He also strengthened the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, which by the late 1860s had become akin to a subsidiary of Garrett & Sons. The company remained in operation for many decades after John Garrett’s death.
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Roberts, Benjamin Stone

Birth Date: November 18, 1810

Death Date: January 29, 1875

Union officer. Benjamin Stone Roberts was born on November 18, 1810, in Manchester, Vermont, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1835. He served in the 1st Dragoons on the frontier but resigned his commission in 1839 to become chief engineer of a railroad in upstate New York. His antebellum career was indeed varied. In 1841 Roberts became chief geologist for New York State, and the next year he went to Russia to assist in the construction of a railroad between Moscow and St. Petersburg. Returning to the United States in 1843, he opened a law practice in Iowa and was also a lieutenant colonel of militia. Roberts served as a first lieutenant in the Mounted Rifles during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Promoted to captain, he received brevets to major and lieutenant colonel for gallantry in action in the Battles of Chapultepec, Matamoros, and Galajara Pass. Roberts remained in the army after the war.

When the Civil War began, Roberts was stationed in New Mexico Territory. He was promoted to major in the 3rd U.S. Cavalry on May 13, 1861. On December 9, he entered the volunteer army as colonel of the 5th New Mexico Infantry. Roberts saw combat in a number of battles in New Mexico, including Val Verde (February 21, 1862), for which he was brevetted colonel in the regular army. Commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers on June 16, 1862, he served briefly as chief of cavalry and then as assistant inspector general for Major General John Pope’s Army of Virginia. Roberts was wounded in the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), for which action he was brevetted brigadier general in the U.S. Army. In his capacity as inspector general, Roberts subsequently prepared the charges against Major General Fitz John Porter for his role in the Union defeat in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), leading to Porter’s infamous court-martial.

Ordered to Minnesota, Roberts continued as Pope’s inspector general, leading an operation against Native Americans. In March 1863 Roberts returned east to command first a brigade and then briefly a division in the Middle Department. In April he unsuccessfully opposed the raid into western Virginia (West Virginia) by Confederate forces under Brigadier Generals William E. “Grumble” Jones and John D. Imboden.

Ordered west in 1864, Roberts commanded the District of Iowa and then held a number of commands in XIX Corps, Department of the Gulf. He finished the war commanding cavalry in the District of West Tennessee. He was brevetted major general of volunteers on March 15, 1865.

Discharged from the volunteers in January 1866, Roberts remained in the regular army and was promoted to lieutenant colonel on July 28, 1866, serving with the 3rd Cavalry Regiment in the West. He became a professor of military science at Yale University in 1868. Retiring from the army on December 15, 1870, he practiced law in Washington, D.C. He also supervised the manufacturing and sale of small arms of his invention. Roberts died in Washington, on January 29, 1875.
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Roberts, William Paul

Birth Date: July 11, 1841

Death Date: March 28, 1910

Confederate officer. William Paul Roberts was born in Gates County, North Carolina, on July 11, 1841. He was a teacher when the Civil War began. Roberts joined a local militia company as a private in June 1861 and was quickly promoted to sergeant. His company entered Confederate service as part of the 2nd North Carolina Cavalry. Roberts was commissioned a second lieutenant on August 30 and was promoted to first lieutenant on September 13, 1862; to captain on November 19, 1863; and to major on February 18, 1864.

Roberts served in his native state into the autumn of 1862, when his regiment was ordered to Virginia. He fought in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), the Siege of Suffolk (April 11–May 4, 1863), and the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863) and in numerous cavalry actions thereafter. He sustained a head wound at Haw’s Shop on June 3, 1864. Promoted to colonel on June 23, 1864, he commanded his regiment in W. H. F. “Rooney” Lee’s division of the Cavalry Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). In the Second Battle of Reams Station (August 25, 1864), Roberts led a successful dismounted charge against Union breastworks that took a number of prisoners. Roberts was officially appointed brigadier general on February 23, 1865, to date from February 21, making him the youngest Confederate general.

Roberts continued in command of a brigade. He took part in the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865) and was active in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865) before being surrendered at Appomattox Court House on April 9. He then returned to North Carolina.

In 1875 Roberts represented Gates County at the state constitutional convention, and he served in the state legislature in 1876 and 1877. In 1880 and 1884 he was elected auditor of the state. Roberts died on March 28, 1910, in Norfolk, Virginia.
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Robertson, Beverly Holcombe

Birth Date: June 5, 1827

Death Date: November 12, 1910

Confederate officer. Beverly Holcombe Robertson was born on June 5, 1827, in Amelia County, Virginia. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1849. From 1849 to 1861, he served in the 2nd Dragoons Regiment, mostly in the West, and was regimental adjutant (1860–1861). Promoted to first lieutenant in 1855, he was advanced to captain in March 1861. After he received a commission as a captain in the Confederate Army’s Adjutant General’s Department, Robertson was dismissed from the U.S. Army for disloyalty.

In the late autumn of 1861, Robertson took command of the 4th Virginia Cavalry Regiment as colonel. A stickler for discipline and a thorough taskmaster, he was nevertheless dogged by controversy and charges of incompetence. A competent commander in times of peace, he seemed just the opposite in combat. He was also far from agreeable when dealing with equals or even superior officers. The first officer under whom he served, Brigadier General J. E. B. Stuart, later remarked that Robertson was the most difficult man with whom he had ever dealt.

Robertson’s prickly personality and less than stellar performance notwithstanding, he was promoted to brigadier general on June 9, 1862. Commanding the late Brigadier General Turner Ashby’s cavalry brigade, Robertson participated in Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). Robertson’s overly cautious performance led Jackson to request Robertson’s transfer. By September 1862, Robertson had been assigned to North Carolina, where he performed reasonably well in skirmishes near Kinston, Goldsborough, and New Bern. Still, his superiors complained about his poor leadership.

In May 1863, Robertson returned to Virginia. Given command of two regiments, he again served under Stuart but performed poorly in the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863), failing to guard the Confederate flank from Union cavalry attacks. During the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), he remained in Virginia and was ordered to maintain contact with General Robert E. Lee’s army and to keep open the pass at South Mountain. Robertson failed to fulfill either task and in October 1863 was transferred to South Carolina to command the Second Military District. He remained in the Carolinas until the end of the war.

Robertson aided in the defense of Charleston, and he also helped cover Lieutenant General William J. Hardee’s forces as they evacuated the city in February 1865. Robertson surrendered to Union forces along with General Joseph E. Johnston. After the war Robertson moved to Washington, D.C., where he undertook a business career and began an insurance brokerage service. He died in Washington, D.C., on November 12, 1910.
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Robertson, Felix Huston

Birth Date: March 9, 1839

Death Date: April 20, 1928

Confederate officer. Felix Huston Robertson was born on March 9, 1839, at Washington-on-the-Brazos, Texas. His father, Jerome Bonaparte Robertson, became a Confederate general. Felix Robertson attended Baylor University. Appointed to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1857, he resigned shortly before he would have graduated to offer his services to the Confederacy.

Commissioned a second lieutenant of artillery on March 9, 1861, Robertson participated in the shelling of Fort Sumter. He then joined the staff of Brigadier General Adley H. Gladden at Pensacola, Florida. Given command of an Alabama artillery battery, Robertson distinguished himself in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). At the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), his cool performance under fire was noticed by commander of the Army of Tennessee General Braxton Bragg, who secured Robertson’s promotion to major and command of the artillery reserves. Robertson commanded a battalion in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). Promoted to lieutenant colonel, he assumed charge of the artillery in Major General Joseph Wheeler’s Cavalry Corps and served in this capacity during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864).

On July 26, 1864, Robertson was appointed brigadier general, becoming the only Confederate general born in Texas. After serving as Wheeler’s chief of staff, Robertson commanded first a brigade in Wheeler’s command. Detached from Wheeler’s command, Robertson participated in the October 2 defense of Saltville, Virginia, after which soldiers under his command murdered more than 100 wounded Union soldiers, including dozens of black troops, before Major General John C. Breckinridge intervened. Robertson was severely wounded in a skirmish at Buck Head Creek near Augusta, Georgia, on November 28, 1864, effectively ending his active field service.

While brave and effective in battle, Robertson was nonetheless a controversial figure and certainly a man of dubious character. His absolute loyalty to Bragg caused friction with some other officers. The harsh discipline that Robertson imposed on his men and his dark Indian-like features earned him the sobriquet “Comanche Robertson.” Certainly his role in the Saltville Massacre was controversial. Breckinridge called for a court of inquiry, which Robertson successfully avoided. He was never charged with any crime for the affair. For reasons that are unclear but perhaps influenced by Breckinridge or General Robert E. Lee, who condemned the actions at Saltville, the Confederate Senate did not confirm any of Robertson’s promotions from major to brigadier general. Although his substantive rank was thus captain, he was paroled as a brigadier general at Macon, Georgia.

After the war, Robertson returned to Texas and made his permanent residence in Waco. There he studied law, passed the bar, and established a thriving practice. He also invested in railroads and real estate. The last surviving Confederate general, Robertson died in Waco on April 20, 1928.
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Robertson, Jerome Bonaparte

Birth Date: March 14, 1815

Death Date: January 7, 1891

Confederate officer. Born in Woodford County, Kentucky, on March 14, 1815, Jerome Bonaparte Robertson was left in poverty at an early age by the death of his father. Apprenticed to a hatter, Robertson was later able to study medicine. He graduated from Transylvania College in 1835 and moved to Texas that same year. He served as a captain in the Texas Revolution (1835–1836) and then settled in Washington County, where he practiced medicine and became known as an Indian fighter.

Robertson also served in the Texas legislature and was a delegate to the state secession convention in 1861. On August 3, 1861, he was commissioned a captain in the 5th Texas Infantry and was promoted to lieutenant colonel on October 12. He took part in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was wounded in the shoulder during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) in the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27). He was wounded in the groin on the second day of the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30) and then was promoted to colonel on September 26 and to brigadier general on November 1.

Robertson commanded the Texas Brigade in Major General John B. Hood’s Division of I Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863) and was again wounded, this time in the right thigh, on July 2 during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Transferred west with Lieutenant General James Longstreet, Robertson fought in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and in the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). Relieved of command by Longstreet for insubordination on January 16, 1864, Robertson was to be court-martialed. However, the charges were dropped, and he was ordered to assume command of the Reserve Corps in Texas.

After the war, Robertson resumed his medical practice. In 1874 he became chairman of the Texas Board of Education, and in 1879 he moved to Waco, where he became interested in railroad construction in western Texas. Robertson died in Waco on January 7, 1891. He was the father of controversial Confederate general Felix Huston Robertson.
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Robinson, Charles

Birth Date: July 21, 1818

Death Date: August 17, 1894

Governor of Kansas (1861–1863). Charles Robinson was born on July 21, 1818, in Hardwick, Massachusetts, and attended Amherst College and the Berkshire Medical School, from which he received a medical degree in 1843. He began a practice in Fitchburg, Massachusetts, where he later established a hospital.

In 1849 Robinson was drawn west to California, where he hoped to make his fortune in the Gold Rush. This did not materialize, however, so he operated a Sacramento restaurant and became an editor of the Settlers’ and Miners’ Tribune. Robinson frequently used the publication to draw attention to the abuses of land speculators in central California. By this time, he had become an avowed free-soiler and served in the California legislature (1850–1851). When his term expired, he returned to Massachusetts to practice medicine.

In 1854 Robinson became a Kansas agent for the New England Emigrant Aid Company, which helped settlers in their moves from the East to the western frontier. At the same time, he began working to bring together the disparate antislavery forces in Kansas. In late 1855 when proslavery forces threatened violence against Wakarusa, he was appointed commander of the territory’s free-soilers.

In 1856 Robinson was elected territorial governor under the illegal Topeka Constitution. His involvement in this rump regime resulted in his detention for several months during the spring and summer of 1856. Three years later he was again elected governor, this time legally under the Wyandotte Constitution, and was sworn into office on February 9, 1861. Not surprisingly, his strong antislavery position did not make him popular with all Kansans. Nevertheless, within weeks of taking office, he attempted to gird his state for war. Before long he ran into stiff headwinds, courtesy of his political adversaries, most notably the politically powerful James H. Lane, who did not support Robinson’s ideology.

Lane soon launched a concerted effort to remove Robinson from office, ultimately resulting in impeachment proceedings. Robinson was cleared of any wrongdoing, but Lane’s tenacious campaign against him had derailed his political career. Robinson was defeated in his 1862 reelection bid and left office on January 12, 1863.

Upon leaving office, Robinson took up residence at his home outside Lawrence, Kansas. Later he joined the liberal faction of the Republican Party and served in the Kansas Senate in 1874 and again in 1876. He ran unsuccessfully for governor twice more. Robinson died on August 17, 1894, in Lawrence, Kansas.
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Robinson, James Fisher

Birth Date: October 4, 1800

Death Date: October 31, 1882

Pro-Union governor of Kentucky (1862–1863). James Fisher Robinson was born on October 4, 1800, in Scott County, Kentucky. Educated by a private tutor as a youth, Robinson graduated from Transylvania University in 1818 and studied law. He then commenced a practice in Georgetown, Kentucky, and also farmed.

In 1851 Robinson entered electoral politics as a Whig when he was elected to the Kentucky Senate. He did not seek reelection, however, and returned to his law practice. In the meantime, he changed political affiliations and joined the Democratic Party. In 1861 he was again elected to the Kentucky Senate and was selected its Speaker on September 2, 1861. Robinson resigned the post, however, within a week.

As the position of Governor Beriah Magoffin—a Confederate sympathizer—became more tenuous during the summer of 1862, he hatched a face-saving deal with his Democratic colleagues in the Kentucky Senate. He would agree to resign his post if Robinson was again elected Speaker, which would make Robinson next in line for the governorship. The Senate complied. On August 18 Magoffin resigned, and Robinson was sworn in as governor.

Although Robinson was strongly pro-Union, he nevertheless sharply disagreed with the January 1, 1863, Emancipation Proclamation and strongly objected to the federal declaration of martial law in Kentucky and the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus for state citizens. In an attempt to better control events in his state, Robinson increased taxes to pay for a revived state militia force. The move elicited much protest among Kentucky voters. Unlike his predecessor, Robinson did a more than credible job supplying state troops for federal service.

Realizing that he was a caretaker governor, Robinson left office on September 1, 1863, when his term expired and did not seek reelection. Instead, he retired to his farm in Scott County and largely withdrew from politics. He subsequently served on the board of trustees of Georgetown College and was also president of Georgetown’s Farmers’ Bank. Robinson died at his home in Scott County on October 31, 1882.
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Robinson, John Cleveland

Birth Date: April 10, 1817

Death Date: February 18, 1897

Union officer. Born in Binghamton, New York, on April 10, 1817, John Cleveland Robinson was the brother of future U.S. Army general Henry L. Robinson. John Robinson entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1835 but was dismissed for insubordination on March 14, 1838. Commissioned directly into the army as a second lieutenant in the 5th Infantry on October 27, 1839, he served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was promoted to first lieutenant on June 18, 1846, and to captain on August 12, 1850. During the course of the next decade, he served in Florida, Texas, and Utah.

On the outbreak of the Civil War, Robinson was commanding Fort McHenry at Baltimore, Maryland. He succeeded in discouraging secession-minded Marylanders from disturbing the fort during the Baltimore Riot of April 19, 1861. He then was assigned recruiting duties in Ohio and Michigan.

On October 1, 1861, Robinson entered the volunteer army as colonel of the 1st Michigan Infantry. He was appointed brigadier general of volunteers to date from April 28. During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), he commanded a brigade in III Corps, Army of the Potomac. Wounded by a shell at Broad Run, Virginia, on August 27, he nonetheless led his brigade in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), after which he took command of a division in Major General John F. Reynolds’s I Corps.

Robinson’s division saw only limited action in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) but was heavily engaged on the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). The division sustained 1,685 casualties out of some 2,500 men engaged that day, when Reynolds was also killed. Robinson brought the survivors out in good order and in the subsequent reorganization was assigned command of a division in V Corps.
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Union major general John Cleveland Robinson was known as one of the North’s bravest officers and most capable divisional commanders. He was severely wounded in fighting at Spotsylvania Court House, Virginia, on May 8, 1864, forcing amputation of his left leg, which removed him from field command for the remainder of the war. (Library of Congress)

Robinson took part in the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and was brevetted colonel in the regular army, effective May 5, for his role in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). His division was the first to reach Spotsylvania Court House early on May 8. Robinson placed himself at the head of his leading brigade and led the attack on the Confederate entrenchments. The assault failed, and Robinson was shot in the left leg, which required amputation and led to his removal from field duty. He was brevetted major general of volunteers for his actions.

On his return to active duty, Robinson commanded military districts in New York until the end of the war, when he took charge of the Freedman’s Bureau in North Carolina (June–December 1866). Known during the war as one of the bravest Union Army officers and one of its most capable division commanders, Robinson was brevetted through major general in the regular army on March 13, 1865.

Remaining in the army, Robinson commanded the Department of the South (1866–1867) and the Department of the Lakes (1867–1869). Retired on May 6, 1869, as a major general because of his wartime wounds, Robinson was lieutenant governor of New York during 1872–1874 and thereafter involved himself in veterans’ affairs, serving as both commander in chief of the Grand Army of the Republic and president of the Society of the Potomac. On March 28, 1894, he was awarded the Medal of Honor for his role in the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House. Blind in the last years of his life, Robinson retired to Binghamton, where he died on February 18, 1897.
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Rock Island Prison, Mississippi River

Union prison facility in the Mississippi River between Davenport, Iowa, and Rock Island, Illinois. On July 14, 1863, Quartermaster General M. C. Meigs ordered Captain Charles A. Reynolds of the Quartermaster Department to construct a prisoner-of-war camp at Rock Island. Construction spanned four months, from August to December 1863. The island upon which the prison was built is three miles long and about a half-mile wide. Much of it was swampy and poorly drained.

Each of the 84 barracks was 82 feet long, 22 feet wide, and 12 feet high, all facing eastward, with 12 windows, 2 doors, and 2 roof ventilators. Each building was divided between a kitchen at the west end and living and sleeping quarters at the east end, containing 60 double bunks and housing 120 prisoners. The compound contained six rows of 14 barracks 30 feet apart facing onto streets 100 feet wide except for the fourth row, which opened onto an avenue 130 feet wide—one of two avenues bisecting the prison. The stockade fence enclosed an area 1,300 feet long, 900 feet wide, and 12 feet high, with an outside boardwalk 4 feet from the top and sentry boxes every 100 feet. A guardhouse was located at each of two gates.

Rock Island had a planned capacity of 10,080 men but eventually held 12,409. The first 5,592 prisoners arrived in December 1863. The day they arrived, the temperature was 32 degrees below zero, and the barracks were inadequately heated. A smallpox epidemic broke out shortly after their arrival. Although the prison staff administered vaccine, the death toll was 94 in December, 231 in January, and 364 in February. During the 20 months that prisoners were confined at Rock Island, 1,960 prisoners and 171 Union guards died of various causes. Of the remaining prisoners, 730 were transferred to other stations, 3,876 were exchanged, 41 escaped, 5,581 were paroled, and approximately 4,000 took advantage of Abraham Lincoln’s December 1863 Amnesty Proclamation and enlisted in Union units slated for western duty. Rock Island also held 213 civilians, 197 from Missouri. The facility was emptied of prisoners by July 11, 1865.
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Rockville Expedition

Start Date: June 10, 1861

End Date: July 7, 1861

Union operation to secure Maryland. At the beginning of the Civil War, there was strong secessionist sentiment in the border state of Maryland. To help secure the state, on June 8, 1861, Union general in chief Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott ordered Colonel Charles P. Stone, commander of the 14th U.S. Infantry Regiment, to proceed from Washington to the upper Potomac region. His instructions were to protect the area from Confederate inroads; cut the flow of supplies from Baltimore to Virginia; reopen the obstructed Chesapeake and Ohio Canal near Leesburg, Virginia; and reassure Maryland Unionists. If possible, Stone was also to link up with Union troops led by Major General Robert Patterson, who were about to leave Pennsylvania for operations in western Virginia.

Stone left the Washington area on June 10, moving up the Maryland side of the Potomac. He commanded some 2,500 men in three regiments and four battalions of infantry, two mounted companies, and two guns. Stone established his headquarters at Rockville, which the Union troops occupied on June 11. Detachments then took control of area towns, many of which were pro-Confederate in sentiment. Indeed, a skirmish occurred with local Confederates at Seneca Mills on June 14. Stone’s men also reopened the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal almost to Edwards’ Ferry, and they protected the property of many Unionists.

On June 16 as Union troops approached the strategic town of Leesburg, they spotted an unknown number of Confederate troops proceeding against them. A skirmish occurred the next day, which took the form primarily of an artillery duel. When the Confederates attempted to cross at Edwards’ Ferry, Stone drove them back with artillery fire. Uncertain as to the strength of the Confederate forces, he was reluctant to proceed against Leesburg and so moved to Poolesville between Edwards’ Ferry and Conrad’s Ferry.

Stone’s men remained in the vicinity for the next two weeks, but on June 30 Scott ordered Stone to join Patterson at Martinsburg, Virginia, northwest of Harpers Ferry. Leaving some men to protect the canal and ferries as long as possible, Stone moved upriver. On July 4, a long-range artillery duel occurred at Harpers Ferry between Stone’s men and the rear guard of Confederate brigadier general Joseph E. Johnston’s forces, who had just evacuated that place. Upon reaching Martinsburg on July 7, the operation came to an end. Stone assumed command of a brigade in Patterson’s army.
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Rocky Face Ridge, Battle of

Start Date: May 7, 1864

End Date: May 10, 1864

First major engagement of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). The Battle of Rocky Face Ridge was fought in Whitfield County, Georgia, during May 7–10. Confederate commander of the Army of Tennessee General Joseph E. Johnston had entrenched his forces on long, steep Rocky Face Ridge and eastward across Crow Valley. This terrain and the Confederate defensive positions presented Major General William T. Sherman, commanding the Military Division of the Mississippi, with his first major test of the Atlanta Campaign. Sherman commanded some 110,000 men with 254 guns; Johnston had just under 45,000 men with 138 guns. Johnston also had some 19,000 men and 50 guns in Alabama under Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk who were en route to join him.

Rocky Face Ridge is a formidable geographic barrier, running nearly north-south and to the west of Dalton, Georgia, for about 20 miles. Steep cliffs give way to a high gorge formed by Mill Creek Gap, known to locals as Buzzards Roost. Confederate engineers had dammed the creek, producing a large artificial lake across the rear of the gap. Once Sherman saw it, he called the gorge “the terrible door of death.” Several miles to the south lay Dug Gap, an equally imposing fracture in the mountain.

Sherman knew that Johnston had been afforded ample time to prepare defenses and that the Confederate position here was strongly held. Major General George H. Thomas suggested to Sherman that while James B. McPherson’s Army of the Tennessee and Major General John M. Schofield’s Army of the Ohio fixed the defenders in place, Thomas would proceed with his four-corps-strong Army of the Cumberland down the west side of the ridge and then move eastward through unguarded Snake Gap and seize the Western & Atlantic Railroad in the Confederate rear near Resaca. This would at best allow Sherman to trap the Confederates and at worst pry them out of their strongly held defensive positions at Dalton and expose their forces to attack in the open by superior Union numbers.

Sherman rejected Thomas’s proposal because the Army of the Cumberland consisted of some 70,000 men, or two-thirds of the Union strength, and because its large size would no doubt result in secrecy being lost. Sherman believed that without secrecy, there was danger in dividing his army. Sherman, however, kept the plan, deciding to send McPherson’s army instead. The Army of the Tennessee numbered three corps, totaling almost 25,000 men. Not yet in line, it could march south from Chattanooga under cover of Taylor’s Ridge and then move through Snake Creek Gap to Resaca. Meanwhile, Thomas would demonstrate against Johnston’s line to hold him in place, as would Schofield with his 13,000 men, moving south from Red Clay, Georgia, against Johnston’s right flank.

On May 6, McPherson and Schofield worked their forces into position. On May 7, Thomas and his Army of the Cumberland attacked and captured Tunnel Hill (the Chetoogeta Mountain Tunnel constructed in 1849–1850) to the northwest of Buzzards Roost, discovering that it and the rail line were undamaged. The next day, Thomas ordered his men to attack Dug Gap to the south. Here the well-entrenched defenders employed large boulders to advantage, repelling the far more numerous Federals. Thomas then decided to probe the line to the north, near Buzzards Roost.

At the same time, McPherson was proceeding south. Schofield, meanwhile, was harassed by Confederate cavalry under Major General Joseph Wheeler. Schofield dispatched a unit to deal with Wheeler on May 9, only to see it cut off and defeated at Prater’s Mill with the loss of 150 men in the first Union defeat of the campaign.

That same day, Confederates under Major General Carter L. Stevenson turned back five full-scale attacks by the Army of the Cumberland against Rocky Face Ridge at Mill Creek Gap. After two days of fighting, Sherman had nothing to show but casualties. That evening, however, he received a message from McPherson that the Army of the Tennessee had met no significant opposition and was moving on Resaca. Sherman now decided to move his troops south in support of McPherson, reasoning that he must by then be in Resaca.

On May 10, leaving Thomas in place to demonstrate in front of the Confederates at Rocky Face Ridge, Sherman moved the rest of his army south. At the same time, General Polk arrived at Dalton with his forces, bringing the Confederate Army of Tennessee up to full strength. On the morning of May 11, the Confederates along Rocky Face Ridge awoke to silence in front of their lines. Stevenson informed Johnston, who ordered Wheeler on a scouting mission. The Confederate cavalry commander confirmed that the entire Union army had withdrawn and was apparently moving south along the west side of Taylor’s Ridge, which paralleled Rocky Face Ridge but to the west. Johnston now had no choice but to withdraw south to Resaca, retiring there on May 12.
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Rocky Gap, West Virginia, Engagement at

Start Date: August 26, 1863

End Date: August 27, 1863

Battle during Union brigadier general William W. Averell’s August 1863 West Virginia raid. On August 5, Averell departed Winchester, Virginia, with a mixed force of some 2,000 cavalry, mounted infantry, and artillery. He marched through Moorefield and Petersburg, West Virginia, and south to Monterey, Virginia, skirmishing with Confederate forces at various points along the way. On August 22 he battled Confederate colonel William L. Jackson’s men at Huntersville, outflanking them and forcing them to retreat toward Warm Springs. Averell trailed Jackson on August 24, pushing the Confederates eastward and occupying Warm Springs. The next day, the Federals marched to Callaghan’s Station, destroying a saltpeter works on the Jackson River.

At 4:00 a.m. on August 26, Averell marched westward toward White Sulphur Springs in Greenbrier Country in West Virginia. At Rocky Gap in the Allegheny Mountains two miles from his destination, he encountered four regiments of deployed Virginia infantry numbering 1,900 men and commanded by Colonel George S. Patton. The Confederates had been sent by Major General Samuel Jones, commanding the Department of Western Virginia to intercept the Union troops.

Averell quickly dismounted his men, deployed them in the heavily wooded terrain, and charged Patton’s waiting troops. The hard-fought battle occurred between 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on August 26 and continued into the morning of August 27. The Confederates fought off charge after charge. Expecting reinforcements from Confederate brigadier general John D. Imboden at Monterey, Patton stubbornly continued the battle until nightfall halted the action. Both sides retained their positions that night, and in the morning Averell resumed the battle with two additional charges. At noon on August 27, with the Confederates having been reinforced and his own men running low on ammunition, Averell broke off contact and withdrew to Callaghan’s Station and then on to Beverly, arriving there on August 31. Confederate casualties totaled some 168, including 30 prisoners. Union losses were more than 200. One Union rifled gun that had burst in the battle was also abandoned.

The Confederates pursued, but Averell withdrew his men in good order. Imboden sought to block Averell at Monterey but arrived too late. Commander of the Army of Northern Virginia General Robert E. Lee was not pleased that Imboden had been unable to reinforce Jones in time and that Averell had not been “more seriously punished.”
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Roddey, Philip Dale

Birth Date: April 2, 1826

Death Date: July 20, 1897

Confederate officer. Philip Dale Roddey was born in Moulton, Alabama, on April 2, 1826. He had little or no formal education and worked as a tailor in Moulton. He then served three years as sheriff before becoming a steamboat deckhand.

With the beginning of the Civil War, in the spring of 1861 Roddey organized an independent cavalry company, the Tishomingo Rangers, also known as Roddey’s Alabama Cavalry Company, that operated as scouts in northern Mississippi and Alabama. Roddey soon came to the attention of Confederate general Braxton Bragg, and Roddey and his company served as Bragg’s escort during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862).

Roddey took part in the retreat to and siege of Corinth, Mississippi (May 3–30, 1862). Promoted to colonel in October 1862, he took command of the 4th Alabama Cavalry Regiment. By April 1863, Roddey was commanding a cavalry brigade of some 1,400 men in the Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana. That same month, his brigade protected Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s rear and then participated in the pursuit of Colonel Abel D. Streight’s cavalry raiders across Alabama. Roddey also served as commander of the District of Northern Alabama, Department of Tennessee, but was still primarily an active cavalry commander.

In August 1863 Roddey was promoted to brigadier general, commanding a brigade in the cavalry corps of Major General Joseph Wheeler in Bragg’s Army of Tennessee, but often operated independently in northern Alabama. Although serving under Wheeler in the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), Roddey’s brigade played no major role. Beginning in April 1864, Roddey served mostly under Forrest and participated in the Battle of Tupelo (July 14–15, 1864).

In September, Roddey resumed command of the District of Northern Alabama and in this role supported General John Bell Hood’s unsuccessful November–December 1864 campaign into Tennessee. In March 1865 Roddey joined Forrest in the failed attempt to stop the advance of Brigadier General James H. Wilson’s cavalry corps into Alabama and the capture of Selma.

Paroled on May 17, 1865, Roddey later became a successful businessman in New York. He died on a business trip to London on July 20, 1897.
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Rodes, Robert Emmett

Birth Date: March 29, 1829

Death Date: September 19, 1864

Confederate officer. Born on March 29, 1829, in Lynchburg, Virginia, Robert Emmett Rodes attended local schools and graduated from the Virginia Military Institute in 1848, where he remained as an engineering instructor until 1851, when he resigned to work as a civil engineer for the Southside Railroad and other operations, including an Alabama railroad, beginning his association with that state. In 1861 he was set to return to the Virginia Military Institute as a professor, but when the Civil War began he entered the Confederate Army.

Commissioned colonel of the 5th Alabama Infantry Regiment, Rodes fought at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). He was promoted to brigadier general on October 21, 1861. The following year, he suffered a severe arm wound at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). Rodes soon resumed his command and participated in the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862), but his premature return to action resulted in a three-month illness.

Upon recovery, Rodes served in the Confederate invasion of Maryland, fighting at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17). He also participated in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). His outstanding performance in the Antietam Campaign led General Robert E. Lee to assign him to command of a division in January 1863. Rodes’s division headed Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s flanking march on May 2 during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where Rodes’s skilled leadership earned him promotion to major general.

During Lee’s subsequent invasion of Pennsylvania, Rodes was part of the widely scattered Confederate vanguard. He hurried his division toward Gettysburg when Lee had learned that the Union army was nearby. Approaching from north of the town on July 1, Rodes immediately joined the Confederate attack. His division suffered heavy losses and took no significant part in the remainder of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

Rodes fought in some small engagements during the autumn of 1863 before playing a key role in checking a Union attack at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). After fighting at the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), he and his division were transferred with Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s II Corps to the Shenandoah Valley in June. Rodes participated in Early’s July raid on Washington, D.C. On September 19, 1864, during the Third Battle of Winchester, Rodes suffered a fatal head wound from a shell fragment and died on the field of battle.
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Rodgers, John, Jr.

Birth Date: August 8, 1812

Death Date: May 5, 1882

Union naval officer. Born in Havre de Grace, Maryland, on August 8, 1812, John Rodgers Jr. was the son of Commodore John Rodgers Sr., who won renown during the Barbary Wars and the War of 1812. Rodgers Jr. joined the navy as a midshipman on April 18, 1828, and served in the Mediterranean in the frigate Constellation and the sloop Concord. He was promoted to passed midshipman on June 14, 1834. Rodgers attended the University of Virginia for a year before returning to sea. He then served in the Brazil Squadron and participated in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) before completing additional tours at sea in the Mediterranean and off Africa. He was promoted to lieutenant on January 28, 1840.

In 1852 Lieutenant Rodgers assumed command of the North Pacific Exploring Expedition that surveyed the northern Bering Sea. He was promoted to commander on September 14, 1855. Rodgers was in Washington, D.C., compiling and editing the reports of these endeavors when the Civil War began in April 1861.

Rodgers participated in the botched destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard in Virginia in April 1861 but was taken prisoner with others by the Virginia forces. As Virginia had not yet joined the Confederacy, the legislature in Richmond decided to free Rodgers and his fellows. On May 15, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles ordered Rodgers to Cincinnati, Ohio, to supervise the conversion into gunboats of civilian vessels purchased by the army. These were the timberclads, the first units of the Mississippi Flotilla. In the course of these endeavors, Rodgers clashed with Major General James C. Frémont, commander of the Western Department, who caused his recall.

Assigned to the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Rodgers commanded the screw combatant Flag in Commodore Samuel F. Du Pont’s expedition against Port Royal, South Carolina, in November 1862 and took an active role in the surrender of Confederate Forts Walker and Beauregard. On May 15, 1862, Rodgers led a squadron up the James River and, in the ironclad Galena, engaged Confederate shore batteries in the four-hour First Battle of Drewry’s Bluff, in which the Galena was badly damaged and the attempt to reach Richmond was rebuffed. He was promoted to captain on July 16, 1862.
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U.S. Navy captain John Rodgers Jr. came from a distinguished naval family and provided highly effective service during the Civil War both in the construction of “Timberclads” in the West and in naval operations along the Atlantic seaboard. (Library of Congress)

Rodgers rejoined Du Pont’s squadron and, in command of the monitor Weehawken, led the failed attack on Fort Sumter on April 7, 1863, in which the monitor absorbed a number of hits and was badly damaged. On June 17 in Wassaw Sound, however, Rodgers’s repaired Weehawken defeated the Confederate ironclad Atlanta. Rodgers received promotion to commodore on June 17, 1863, and took command of the monitors Canonicus and Dictator, both of which were troubled with developmental problems. Rodgers saw no further fighting in the war.

After the war, Rodgers commanded the squadron off Chile and then had charge of the Boston Navy Yard. He was promoted to rear admiral on December 31, 1869. He commanded the Asiatic Squadron on a diplomatic mission to investigate the imprisonment and murder of American seamen aboard the merchantman General Sherman. The U.S. government also wanted a treaty to guarantee proper treatment for shipwrecked sailors and wanted diplomatic ties and trade relations with Korea. A diplomatic impasse, however, quickly turned into armed conflict. On June 10, 1871, as Rodgers ascended the Taedong River with his ships, a Korean fort opened fire. Rodgers demanded an apology and, with none forthcoming, sent sailors and marines ashore. They stormed three Korean forts and killed several hundred Koreans. This action failed to sway the Koreans to open diplomatic relations, and the Americans soon withdrew. Rodgers returned to the United States in 1872. He subsequently served on various naval boards and also commanded the Naval Observatory. Rodgers died in Washington, D.C., on May 5, 1882.
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Rodman, Thomas Jackson

Birth Date: July 31, 1816

Death Date: June 7, 1871

Union officer. Thomas Jackson Rodman was born on July 31, 1816, near Salem, Indiana. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841, and on July 1, 1841, he was appointed a brevet second lieutenant and assigned to the U.S. Army Ordnance Department. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1847 and to captain in 1855.

In 1844 Rodman began conducting experiments to improve the durability of heavy guns, especially the large columbiads. At the time, all cannon were cast solid of iron and then cooled from the outside to the inside, resulting in uneven cooling that weakened the integrity of the gun around the bore, which was drilled out. Rodman developed a method that employed circulating water or air to cool the casting from the inside out, producing stronger cannon that were less apt to crack or explode upon firing. The process came to bear his name. Rodman secured a patent that ultimately provided a half cent per pound for all finished guns and other castings employing his method.

Rodman also designed heavy guns that bore his name. These concentrated the weight of metal at the breech end and somewhat resembled the heavy navy smoothbore guns designed by Commander John Dahlgren (the two argued about which one had influenced the other). Rodman’s guns incorporated a slight mushroom knob at the breech end with ratchets to take the elevating mechanism.

During the Civil War, Rodman served as the commander and superintendent of the Watertown Arsenal (Massachusetts) and was a member of the U.S. Army’s Fortification Board, earning promotion to major in 1863. He remained at Watertown until August 3, 1865. On March 13, 1865, Rodman was brevetted brigadier general.

After the war, Rodman remained in the army at his permanent rank, and in August 1865 he was assigned to Rock Island, Illinois, to supervise the construction of a new arsenal and armory. He was advanced to lieutenant colonel on March 7, 1867. Rodman became ill, attributed to overwork, and died at Rock Island on June 7, 1871.
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Rodman Guns

Series of smoothbore muzzle-loading columbiad heavy guns designed by artilleryman Captain Thomas Jackson Rodman in the late 1840s. Traditionally, foundries cast cannon as one solid metal piece and then bored out the center. Because the gun cooled from the outside inward, the casting shrank as it cooled. As each succeeding layer cooled, it contracted, pulling away from the previously cooled metal, creating voids and tension cracks that often weakened the cannon.

Rodman developed and patented a casting method by which the gun casting cooled from the inside out by pumping water or air into a pipe inserted into the casting core. As the casting cooled, it created compression rather than tension, producing a much stronger gun. After cooling, the casting was then bored out to the required diameter. For an 8-inch bore gun, the core was 7.38 inches. Under an agreement of August 1847, Rodman was to receive a royalty of a half cent per pound on all finished guns and other castings using this method.

Rodman guns had a curved soda-bottle shape and large flat, unobtrusive mushroom cascabels with ratchets (or sockets) for the elevating mechanism. Rodman guns appeared in 8-inch, 10-inch, 13-inch, 15-inch, and 20-inch smoothbores. They fired both spherical shot and shell. Seven experimental Rodman rifled guns of 8-inch, 10-inch, and 12-inch sizes did not prove satisfactory. In all, the U.S. government secured 1,840 Rodman guns, mainly for coastal fortifications, although few saw combat.

Rodman guns were mounted on three types of carriages—a front-pintle barbette carriage, a center-pintle barbette carriage, and a casemate carriage made of wrought iron. All three carriages were similar, with an upper carriage placed on a two-rail chassis. The gun and upper carriage recoiled along the chassis, and the chassis would pivot to train the gun left or right.

Robert Parker Parrot of the West Point Foundry also employed the Rodman water core method for his large-bore rifled guns for the army and navy. The Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond, the only foundry in the South capable of producing the heaviest guns in 1861, failed to adopt the Rodman method of casting prior to the Civil War, and the Confederacy thus did not place into service any guns with the Rodman method (two were produced late in the war but were not completed in time to see service). The Tredegar Iron Works did produce large 8-inch and 10-inch solid-cast columbiads that resembled the Rodmans in external appearance.

In the 1870s and 1880s, the U.S. government converted a number of existing Rodman guns into rifled guns by reaming out a number of 10-inch guns to about 13.5 inches in bore and then inserting wrought-iron and steel rifled sleeves to produce 8-inch rifled guns.
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A powerful Union 15-inch Rodman gun in Battery Rodgers, Alexandria, Virginia. (National Archives)
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Roebuck, John Arthur

Birth Date: December 28, 1802

Death Date: November 30, 1879

Radical British politician and fervent supporter of the Confederate cause during the Civil War. John Arthur Roebuck was born on December 28, 1802, in Madras, India, the son of a midlevel foreign service employee. Educated mostly in Canada, Roebuck was admitted to the bar in January 1831 and pursued a legal career. He also began to immerse himself in radical thought and politics. First elected to the House of Commons in 1832, he served four nonconsecutive terms as a member of Parliament (1832–1837, 1841–1847, 1849–1868, and 1874–1879). Much to the chagrin of his parliamentary colleagues, Roebuck supported radical internal reform but frequently lambasted both the Left and the Right. He was ambitious and often caustic, and his incendiary speeches and outrageous conduct led numerous British politicians to challenge him to duels, which he wisely never accepted.

Despite his radical liberal tendencies, Roebuck became a slavish supporter of a robust and far-reaching foreign policy that above all else protected Great Britain’s vital interests. It was perhaps this mind-set that led him to favor the Confederacy over the Union when the Civil War began in April 1861. Fearing, quite correctly as it turned out, that the United States would one day challenge Great Britain’s supremacy in world affairs, Roebuck believed from the very beginning of the conflict that the British government should recognize and aid the Confederacy, thereby ensuring a Confederate victory and a divided United States.

After the Confederate triumph at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Roebuck and William S. Lindsay readied a motion to be introduced in Parliament that would formally request that the prime minister recognize the Confederacy. Palmerston, meanwhile, hoping to quash the movement, claimed that the French no longer supported intervention and that England would not go it alone. This was not entirely true, however, and so Roebuck and Lindsay traveled to France and met with Napoleon III in June 1863, receiving assurances that France would intervene in the Civil War but only if France received British aid and support.

Roebuck introduced his motion in the House of Commons to great fanfare on June 30, 1863. His fiery speech focused on the Union blockade of the Confederacy, which he claimed had starved his nation of cotton imports, ruined the British textile industry, idled thousands of workers, and threatened to plunge the entire economy into chaos. He also revealed for the first time the results of his meeting with Napoleon. The motion and speech precipitated bitterly raucous debate, and the Palmerston government claimed that it had no word from the French on their attitudes toward recognition or intervention. Roebuck badly mishandled the motion, which was soon a dead letter. Less than two weeks after introducing the motion, Roebuck had to withdraw it.

As time went on, Roebuck became more conservative in his outlook and politics, which was evidenced by his appointment as a privy councilor by the Conservatives in 1874. Roebuck died on November 30, 1879, in London.
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Root, George Frederick

Birth Date: August 30, 1820

Death Date: August 6, 1895

Noted songwriter and composer. George Frederick Root was born on August 30, 1820, in Sheffield, Massachusetts. At age 18, Root left his small farming town and went to Boston, where he was determined to become a musician. Already a fine flutist, he also played the organ in several Boston churches and began to teach music as well. He traveled to Europe, where in the 1840s he solidified his reputation as an outstanding teacher. In 1860 Root moved to Chicago; by that time, he was already a well-known composer. There he became a partner in a music company managed by his brother.

The Civil War inspired Root to write some of his most celebrated songs, including “The First Gun Is Fired! May God Protect the Right!” as well as “Tramp, Tramp, Tramp, the Boys Are Marching” and “The Vacant Chair.” His most famous war song by far was “The Battle Cry of Freedom,” which came out in August 1862. It became an immediate smash hit. Bands all across the Union played the song, and sales of sheet music were brisk. By 1864, Root’s music company reported sales of 350,000 pieces of sheet music. On April 14, 1865, “The Battle Cry of Freedom” was played while the American flag was hoisted over the now-recaptured Fort Sumter. The song had also been quite popular in the Confederacy, albeit with different lyrics.

Root continued to compose and teach music for the remainder of his life, and in 1891 he wrote a well-received autobiography, The Story of a Musical Life. He died on Bailey Island, Maine, on August 6, 1895.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Music

Further Reading

Branham, Robert J. Sweet Freedom’s Song: “My Country, ’Tis of Thee” and Democracy in America. New York: Oxford University Press, 2002.

_______________________

Rosecrans, William Starke

Birth Date: September 6, 1819

Death Date: March 11, 1898

Union officer. Born in Delaware County, Ohio, on September 6, 1819, William Starke Rosecrans graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1842. He entered the Corps of Engineers and was promoted to first lieutenant in 1853, but in 1854 he left the army to pursue a career in business and engineering.
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Union major general William S. Rosecrans, commanding the Army of the Cumberland in the Western Theater, blundered into a trap set by the Confederates that led to the Battle of Chickamauga on September 19–20, 1863. This Union near disaster brought his removal from command. (National Archives)

With the beginning of the Civil War in 1861, Rosecrans returned to uniform, joining the staff of Major General George B. McClellan. Rosecrans was appointed a brigadier general in the regular army in May 1861 and, as McClellan’s chief subordinate, was the real author of most of the success in the autumn 1861 campaign in western Virginia, although McClellan appropriated all of the credit. An embittered Rosecrans sought transfer to the western theater rather than continue service under McClellan.

Assigned to the Army of the Mississippi, Rosecrans participated in the slow advance toward and siege of Corinth, Mississippi. After the capture of Corinth on May 30, 1862, Rosecrans rose to command the Army of the Mississippi, which remained in northern Mississippi under the overall command of Major General Ulysses S. Grant. Late that summer a small Confederate army under the command of Major General Sterling Price advanced toward Iuka. Grant prepared a counterstroke against Price, but Rosecrans talked him into making the attack a two-pronged affair aimed at trapping the Confederates. Grant agreed, but Rosecrans could not get his force into position to attack on time. When he finally did so on September 19, the Confederates held Rosecrans off while their force escaped. Grant’s force, prevented from hearing the sounds of Rosecrans’s battle, did not get into the fight.

Two and a half weeks later, Price’s army, combined with one of similar size under Major General Earl Van Dorn, moved under Van Dorn’s command to attempt to recapture Corinth, which Rosecrans defended. The Confederates attacked on October 3 and 4, 1862. Rosecrans handled his troops poorly and showed definite signs of panic. Nevertheless, the stubbornness of his troops secured victory. Rosecrans made no attempt to pursue and trap the defeated Confederates until it was too late. Grant never forgave Rosecrans for this second lapse within the space of a month.

What was visible from the perspective of Washington, however, was not Rosecrans’s serious shortcomings but rather the fact that Corinth had been a Union victory. As a result, President Abraham Lincoln tapped Rosecrans, appointed major general of volunteers, to take over the army that Major General Don Carlos Buell had mismanaged during the just-concluded Kentucky Campaign. On October 27, 1862, Rosecrans assumed command of that army, which was in Nashville, and christened it the Army of the Cumberland.

Rosecrans knew that Lincoln wanted aggressive action. A few weeks later when Rosecrans learned from a Chattanooga newspaper that the Confederate army under General Braxton Bragg had been weakened by the transfer of one-fourth of its infantry to Mississippi, he decided to attack. Rosecrans met Bragg’s army just outside Murfreesboro, Tennessee, along the banks of Stones River on December 31, 1862, and again on January 2, prevailing in one of the fiercest and bloodiest battles of war. The Confederates retreated about 40 miles to Tullahoma.

The victory, coming in the midst of a season of Union defeats, was a political godsend for Lincoln, but the president’s gratitude wore thin as Rosecrans kept his army idle for the next six months. At last in late June, Rosecrans advanced again and in a nine-day campaign of maneuver forced Bragg to fall back another 80 miles to Chattanooga.

After another six-week pause, Rosecrans again advanced and again succeeded in turning Bragg and forcing him to retreat to LaFayette, Georgia. Rosecrans, however, thought that Bragg was falling back all the way to Atlanta and pursued aggressively with his corps widely spread. In fact, Rosecrans’s earlier delays had allowed Richmond to reinforce Bragg, who now outnumbered the Army of the Cumberland. The Confederate counterstroke fell at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). On the final day of the battle, Rosecrans gave an ill-conceived order that created a gap in his line just as the Confederates were launching a major assault. His army was routed except for a large contingent under Major General George Thomas, which held its ground until, close to nightfall, Rosecrans ordered it to retreat.

After Chickamauga, Rosecrans was a broken man. He pulled his troops back into Chattanooga and allowed Bragg to place him under virtual siege there. Lincoln observed that Rosecrans was acting “confused and stunned, like a duck hit on the head.” The president assigned Major General Ulysses S. Grant to command of all Union armies west of the Appalachians with authority to retain Rosecrans in command of the Army of the Cumberland or to dismiss him. Grant made the obvious choice. Later in the war, Rosecrans held a minor command in Missouri. He resigned from the army in 1867.

Rosecrans next served as minister to Mexico (1868–1869). He returned to his California ranch before serving in the U.S. House of Representative (1881–1885). He then held a position in the Treasury Department until 1893. Rosecrans died at home in Redondo Beach, California, on March 11, 1898.
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Ross, John

Birth Date: October 3, 1790

Death Date: August 1, 1866

Cherokee leader. John Ross was born on October 3, 1790, at Turkey Town (present-day Center, Georgia). His father was a Scotsman of loyalist sympathies; his mother was also from Scottish stock but had one-fourth Cherokee blood. Ross, whose Indian name was Kooweskowe, was educated at home by a private tutor. Around 1805, Ross’s father sent him to an academy at Kingston, Tennessee. Ross learned merchandising and served as a clerk in a trading firm but maintained his connections with the Cherokees. During the War of 1812, he served as adjutant of a Cherokee regiment under Major General Andrew Jackson. Ross later established Ross’s Landing (now Chattanooga) and ran a ferry and a warehouse operation there.

Ross inherited a large residence in Georgia. As his wealth and influence grew, he became more interested in the political life of the Cherokees, and the nation’s chiefs selected him as their clerk in 1816. In 1817 he became a member of the National Council. He served as president of the council (1819–1826) and was elected principal chief of the Eastern Cherokees in 1828.
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Chief John Ross, the greatest leader of the Cherokee Nation during the 19th century, reluctantly agreed during the Civil War to an alliance with the Confederacy. (Library of Congress)

During the 1830s, the Cherokee Nation faced its greatest crisis as the State of Georgia sought to take over its lands. Ross tried unsuccessfully to prevent this by means of the federal courts. A minority of Cherokees who accepted removal to Indian Territory (Oklahoma) signed a fraudulent removal treaty in 1835, but Ross resisted peacefully until the very day he was forced to leave his ancestral home. Ross’s own wife became a victim of the Trail of Tears, dying during the trek to Indian Territory in 1839.

When the Eastern Cherokees settled in Indian Territory, they came into conflict with the “old settlers,” Western Cherokees who had moved there years before. This led to a civil war that lasted until 1846, when a new treaty with the federal government settled outstanding disputes and reconciled the factions.

Ross built a new home near Tahlequah, the capital of the Cherokee Nation. During the later 1840s and the 1850s, the Cherokees prospered economically, socially, and politically under Ross’s leadership. This golden age came to an end in 1861 with the outbreak of the Civil War.

Although Ross was a slaveholder, he favored the Union. He urged neutrality, but by August 1861 he reluctantly acceded to an alliance with the Confederates, under pressure from his chief adversary Stand Watie and Confederate Indian agent Albert Pike. By the summer of 1862, the Cherokees were again involved in their own civil war, with Watie’s forces fighting Cherokees loyal to Ross. After Union forces moved into Indian Territory, Ross and his family were taken prisoner but were then allowed to go to Washington, D.C., where they remained until war’s end. There he attempted to convince Union officials that he and his followers had been loyal to the Union all along.

In 1866 Ross signed a treaty with the U.S. government that guaranteed the Cherokees’ land rights and ensured that the Cherokee Nation would remain intact. Ross died shortly thereafter in Washington on August 1, 1866.
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Ross, Lawrence Sullivan

Birth Date: September 27, 1838

Death Date: January 3, 1898

Confederate officer. Born in Bentonsport, Iowa Territory, on September 27, 1838, Lawrence Sullivan “Sul” Ross moved with his family to Texas in 1839. He attended Baylor University before graduating from Wesleyan University (Alabama) in 1859. In 1858 while visiting home, Ross distinguished himself and was severely wounded as a civilian scout in an army operation against Comanches in Indian Territory.

Following graduation, Ross joined the Texas Rangers, rising to the rank of captain. During a skirmish on the Pease River in December 1860, Ross recovered the white captive Cynthia Ann Parker, mother of future Comanche leader Quanah Parker, gaining much notoriety. Following the secession of Texas, Ross enlisted in a mounted company that became part of the 6th Texas Cavalry and was elected major of the regiment in September 1861.

Ross saw action at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), earning promotion to colonel on May 14. Following the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), his regiment covered the Confederate retreat. Ross spent most of 1863 contesting Union advances in Tennessee and Mississippi.

Promoted to brigadier general to date from December 21, 1863, Ross commanded a brigade of Texas cavalry in Brigadier General William “Red” Jackson’s division, Army of Mississippi, in numerous engagements associated with the Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864). In almost constant action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Ross and his men rendered excellent service, helping to thwart several major Union cavalry raids. During General John Bell Hood’s invasion of Tennessee (November–December 1864), the regiment covered the army’s retreat from Tennessee after its collapse at Nashville. Ross’s brigade spent the rest of the war on duty in Mississippi and surrendered in May 1865 while Ross was on furlough in Texas.

After the war Ross farmed near Waco, Texas; served as sheriff of McLennan County; and participated in the state constitutional convention of 1875. Elected to the Texas Senate in 1880 and as governor of Texas in 1886, in 1891 he became president of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas (Texas A&M University). Ross died at his home in College Station, Texas, on January 3, 1898. Sul Ross State University in Alpine, Texas, is named in his honor.
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Rosser, Thomas Lafayette

Birth Date: October 15, 1836

Death Date: March 29, 1910

Confederate officer. Thomas Lafayette Rosser was born on October 15, 1836, in Campbell County, Virginia. In 1849 the family moved to Panola County, Texas. Rosser entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1856, but the course of study was then five years, and he resigned on April 22, 1861, following the secession of Texas from the Union.

Joining Confederate service, Rosser was then assigned as a first lieutenant in the famed Washington Artillery of New Orleans, commanding a battery at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). He also led his battery during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was advanced to lieutenant colonel in the artillery in June. A few days later he was named colonel of the 5th Virginia Cavalry. Rosser was seriously wounded at the Battle of Mechanicsville (June 26, 1862).

In the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), Rosser’s cavalry delayed the advance of Union major general William B. Franklin’s VI Corps at Crampton’s Gap. Rosser also played a conspicuous role at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and then at the Battle of Kelly’s Ford (March 17, 1863), where he was again seriously wounded. During the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), his regiment fought at the Battle of Hanover (June 30) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3). On September 28, 1863, Rosser was promoted to brigadier general and assumed command of the Laurel Brigade. In November of that year, he captured a large wagon train of ammunition intended for the Army of the Potomac.

Rosser’s brigade took part in the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11) and served in the Shenandoah Valley, where his brigade was crushed in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19) and the Battle of Tom’s Brook (October 9). In October of that year Rosser assumed command of Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s cavalry in the Shenandoah Valley and suffered another bitter defeat at the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19). Rosser was advanced to major general from November 1, 1864. In November 1864 and again in January 1865, he led raids into Union-held West Virginia. In the spring of 1865, Rosser took part in the Battle of Five Forks (April 1) and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9). He refused to surrender at Appomattox, cutting his way through Union lines in the hope of joining forces under General Joseph E. Johnston in North Carolina, but Rosser was captured in Staunton, Virginia, on May 4 and paroled shortly thereafter.

After the war, Rosser served as chief engineer of first the Northern Pacific and then the Canadian Pacific railroads. In June 1898 during the Spanish-American War, President William McKinley appointed him a brigadier general of volunteers. Rosser was honorably discharged in October 1898. He died in Charlottesville, Virginia on March 29, 1910.
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Rosser’s Beverly, West Virginia, Raid

Start Date: January 8, 1865

End Date: January 11, 1865

Confederate foraging expedition. Brigadier General Thomas L. Rosser’s attack on Beverly, West Virginia, on January 11, 1865, was easily the most successful of his three raids into Union-held West Virginia between January 1864 and January 1865. By early 1865, Confederate forces in the once-rich Shenandoah Valley were desperately short of supplies. Union troops had ravaged the valley, and the situation was so dire that some Confederate units had temporarily been disbanded, their men sent home for want of food and forage. Only a small number of infantry under Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early and cavalry under Rosser remained operational.

At the beginning of January 1865, Rosser learned of substantial Union supplies at Beverly, some 75 miles from his base at Staunton in the Shenandoah Valley. Snow and cold weather were major obstacles, as was the fact that the supplies were guarded by some 1,000 troops. Rosser was determined to make the attempt, however. Securing approval, he collected 300 volunteers, including some former residents of the Beverly area, and organized them into two detachments of 150 each under Colonels Alphonso F. Cook and William A. Morgan.

Departing on January 8, Rosser’s men moved west on the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike via Monterey. Struggling through deep snow and rain, they forded the Greenbrier River and passed over Cheat Mountain. On the night of January 10, they camped north of Beverly. Early the next morning before sunup, the Confederates, many of them on foot, stormed into the camps of the 34th Ohio Infantry and the 8th Ohio Cavalry under overall command of Colonel Thomas Youart of the 8th Ohio. A single sentinel was taken without firing a shot, and the Federals, asleep in their log hut winter quarters, were taken completely by surprise. Most scattered or quickly surrendered. There was some fighting as some of the Union soldiers fell back through the streets of Beverly and across a bridge on the road to Buckhannon, but the actual fighting lasted only about half an hour.

In the raid, the Confederates suffered 1 killed and several wounded, including Colonel Cook. The Union troops suffered 6 killed, 32 wounded, and 580 captured (some 800 were taken, but many escaped, including Colonel Youart, before reaching Staunton). The Confederates also secured 100 horses, some 600 rifles, and 10,000 rations. After burning much of the Union encampment, Rosser and his men returned to the Shenandoah Valley with their prisoners and the supplies.
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Rosser’s Moorefield, West Virginia, Raid

Event Date: January 29, 1864

Confederate foraging expedition. On January 28, 1864, a Confederate force consisting of Brigadier General Thomas L. Rosser’s cavalry brigade, Brigadier General Edward L. Thomas’s infantry brigade, and a battery of artillery quit their camps at New Market, Virginia, in the Shenandoah Valley on a raid into West Virginia. Major General Jubal A. Early, commanding the Confederate Valley District, accompanied the expedition, the goal of which was to secure supplies and cattle.

Rosser’s brigade led the march and entered Union-held Moorefield, West Virginia, on January 29. Learning that a Union wagon train was moving south toward Petersburg, West Virginia, Early ordered Rosser to cross Branch Mountain with his horsemen and intercept it. Departing Moorefield on the morning of January 30 with 400 men, Rosser encountered a Union infantry regiment on the road across the mountain but charged and routed it. The Union troops fell back on Medley, where the Confederates discovered the wagon train, protected by four Union regiments and some cavalry.

Rosser sent some of his men around the Union flank while he dismounted the rest of his force and sent them against the Union front. A first frontal assault failed, but a second effort, supported by a cannon and coupled with a flanking attack, was successful. The Union soldiers fled, abandoning 95 wagons filled with supplies.

On January 31, Rosser and Thomas marched to Petersburg and there discovered stores of ammunition and additional supplies. Thomas remained at Petersburg with his infantry, while Rosser moved northward to gather cattle and sheep. Learning of the approach of Union reinforcements, Rosser returned to Petersburg, and he and Thomas then returned to the Shenandoah Valley with the 95 wagons, 80 captured Union soldiers, 1,200 cattle, and 500 sheep. The raid claimed 25 Confederate casualties.
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Rosser’s New Creek, West Virginia, Raid

Event Date: November 28, 1864

Confederate foraging expedition. In late 1864, thousands of Union troops garrisoned forts and towns of West Virginia, protecting the vital Baltimore & Ohio (B&O) Railroad from attacks by Confederate raiders and guerrillas. Security remained a major problem, as it was impossible for the defenders to be everywhere at once. New Creek, West Virginia, appeared to be the most secure of the Union supply depots. Located in Mineral County on a ridge at the end of New Creek Valley, its Fort Kelley was garrisoned by 800 men with five guns. On November 26, Brigadier General Thomas L. Rosser departed the Shenandoah Valley with two cavalry brigades totaling some 500–600 men on a raid against New Creek. The next morning the Confederates reached Moorefield, West Virginia, where they encountered a detachment of Union soldiers from New Creek. A firefight ensued in which the more numerous Confederates easily scattered the Union troops, who spread the alarm.

Success against Fort Kelley appeared to rest on surprise, which was now lost. Regardless, Rosser proceeded. Riding all night, by dawn on November 28 the raiders were some six miles from the fort. Here Rosser met with his officers, who agreed that they should attack. Rosser dressed about 20 of his men in Union blue overcoats and sent them on foot toward the fort. Pretending to be a returning scouting party, they easily captured several groups of Union pickets, the last only two miles from the fort. Bringing up their horses, the Confederates then charged the fort.

Fort Kelley’s commander, Colonel George R. Latham, had been warned of Rosser’s presence at Moorefield but amazingly had not placed his command on alert. Only a few sentinels were on duty, and most men of the garrison were eating lunch. The attackers quickly seized the fort, capturing more than 700 Union soldiers.

The Confederates took as many stores as they could and then fired the buildings, although for some reason Rosser failed to destroy the railroad bridge or tear up track. The Confederates then departed with their prisoners. Union forces failed to catch up with the raiders, who returned to their camps on December 2.

Colonel Latham was subsequently court-martialed. Found guilty of neglect of duty, he was dismissed from the service. Several months later as a Republican congressman, Latham had the verdict revoked and was granted an honorable discharge.
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Rost, Pierre Adolphe

Birth Date: 1797

Death Date: September 6, 1868

Confederate diplomat. Pierre Adolphe Rost was born in the Department of Lot et Garonne, France, in 1797. He attended the École Polytechnique in Paris and supported Emperor Napoleon I’s return to France in 1815. After the defeat of Napoleon and the end of the Hundred Days, a dejected Rost left France and immigrated to the United States, eventually settling in Natchez, Mississippi. He subsequently studied law and commenced a practice in Natchitoches, Louisiana. He served one term in the Louisiana Senate and moved to New Orleans in 1828.

Rost also became active in the state militia and sat on the Louisiana Supreme Court for several months. He resigned to attend to his plantation in St. Charles Parish. In 1846 he was again appointed to the Louisiana Supreme Court, a post he held until 1852.

At the start of the Civil War, Confederate president Jefferson Davis appointed Rost, along with Ambrose Dudley Mann and William L. Yancey, ambassadors to Europe. Their chief aim was to secure diplomatic recognition for the Confederacy. Rost, traveling with Yancey, arrived in London on April 29, 1861. The Confederate diplomats were unsuccessful in securing British recognition, and their request for material and financial aid was rebuffed.

Believing that his French heritage would serve him well in France, Rost soon left London for Paris. He was again rebuffed, and as it turned out most French officials viewed him with contempt, pointing out his lack of diplomatic bona fides, his unsophisticated worldview, and his peculiar accent, which was now heavily tinged with Creole French. When asked how the war effort was progressing, Rost would invariably answer “tout va bien” (“all is well”), even when it was plainly clear that this was not the case.

Rost was sent to Madrid in the winter of 1862, where he was equally unsuccessful in securing diplomatic recognitions or material aid for the Confederacy. To make matters worse, a number of his secret dispatches to Richmond were seized when the ship in which they were being carried was captured by Union forces. In the meantime, Rost learned that his plantation had been seized and occupied by Union troops. Upon his return to the Confederacy, he settled in New Orleans and was now landless and almost penniless. Rost died in New Orleans on September 6, 1868.
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Rousseau, Lovell Harrison

Birth Date: August 4, 1818

Death Date: January 7, 1869

Union officer. Lovell Harrison Rousseau was born on August 4, 1818, near Stanford, Kentucky. Raised in poverty, he studied law in Louisville and in 1840 migrated to Indiana, where he practiced law and served in both houses of the state legislature as a Whig. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Rousseau was cited for gallantry at the Battle of Buena Vista as a captain in the 2nd Indiana Infantry. He returned from the war in 1848 to practice law in Louisville. In the period before the Civil War, he opposed secession as a Kentucky state senator.

In September 1861, Rousseau was appointed colonel of the 3rd Kentucky Infantry Regiment. Advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on October 1, he commanded a brigade and then a division in the Army of the Ohio during October 1861–October 1862. Rousseau proved himself an able combat commander at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and won promotion to major general of volunteers in October 1862 for his actions at the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). He commanded a division in the redesignated Army of the Cumberland during the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863). In November 1863 he assumed command of the District of Nashville; in May 1864 his command was designated the District of Tennessee.

Rousseau is best remembered for leading a daring 400-mile cavalry raid into Alabama to support Major General William T. Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). During July 10–22, 1864, Rousseau and his troopers rode through northern and central Alabama destroying Confederate supplies and severing the Montgomery & West Point Railroad before joining Sherman’s army near Atlanta. Rousseau ended the war as commander of the District of Middle Tennessee.

In November 1865, Rousseau was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from Kentucky. In Congress, he supported President Andrew Johnson but challenged radical Reconstruction policies. He quickly resigned from the House after beating an Iowa colleague with his cane but regained his seat in a special election. In 1867 Johnson appointed Rousseau a brigadier general in the regular army and placed him in charge of the delegation that took possession of Alaska from Russia. In 1868 Rousseau was brevetted major general and given command of the Department of Louisiana, where his light touch as an occupation commander endeared him to local Democrats. Rousseau died in New Orleans on January 7, 1869.
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Rousseau’s Alabama Raid

Start Date: July 10, 1864

End Date: July 22, 1864

Union cavalry raid. To support his Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Major General William T. Sherman ordered Major General Lovell H. Rousseau, commander of the District of Tennessee, to assemble 2,500 cavalry at Decatur, Alabama, and then cut the Montgomery & West Point Railroad, the only open rail link between Atlanta and the western Confederacy. The raid was also designed to destroy track, equipment, and buildings between Tuskegee and Opelika.

Assembled from five cavalry regiments, Rousseau’s 2,700-man force left Decatur on July 10 and pushed south into the rugged hill country of east-central Alabama. Confederate guerrillas harassed the column, but the expedition met its only serious opposition as it reached the Coosa River on July 13. As the raiders forded the river at Ten Islands the following day, they engaged in a sharp fight with elements of two Alabama cavalry regiments numbering only some 200 men under Brigadier General James H. Clanton. The Union cavalrymen then moved on to Talladega, where on July 15 they captured or destroyed a considerable quantity of Confederate rations and put the torch to two gun factories, several railroad cars, and the railroad depot.

Around sunset on July 17, Rousseau’s raiders reached the Montgomery & West Point rail line at Loachapoka. The Union troopers spent the next 36 hours executing their mission in, as Rousseau reported to Sherman, “a most thorough manner.” Rousseau’s troopers destroyed some 30 miles of track, burned a depot, and almost set fire to the village of Loachapoka; they destroyed machine shops, a roundhouse, and a depot at Opelika as well. They also skirmished with a trainload of University of Alabama cadets and home guardsmen sent from Montgomery to stop them, an event remembered as the Battle of Chehaw.

Their mission accomplished, Rousseau and his raiders pressed on into Georgia. They completed their 400-mile march on July 22, 1864, joining Sherman’s army north of Atlanta. The raid was an astounding success, one of the most productive Union cavalry operations of the war. Rousseau’s raiders suffered light casualties of 12 killed and 30 wounded. The daring foray shocked Alabamians, who now realized that they were no longer safe from Union depredations.
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Rowan, Stephen Clegg

Birth Date: December 25, 1808

Death Date: March 31, 1890

Union naval officer. Born near Dublin, Ireland, on December 25, 1808, Stephen Clegg Rowan immigrated to the United States as a child. He received a midshipman’s warrant on February 1, 1826, and was promoted to passed midshipman on April 28, 1832; to lieutenant on March 3, 1837; and to commander on September 14, 1855.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Rowan commanded the steam sloop Pawnee at Washington, D.C. Ordered to assist the effort to relieve Fort Sumter, he arrived at Charleston too late. He then participated in the evacuation of the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard, after which he served in the Potomac Flotilla. On May 24, 1861, Rowan and the Pawnee helped take Alexandria, Virginia, for the Union, and he took part in Commander James H. Ward’s engagement with Confederate shore batteries at Aquia Creek on June 1 and at Mathias Creek on June 27, when Ward was killed.

Assigned to the Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Rowan participated in the operation to secure Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, under Flag Officer Silas H. Stringham on August 29. Given command of the converted side-wheel steamer Delaware in October 1861, Rowan was assigned to the new North Atlantic Blockading Squadron and had charge of the fighting ships in Flag Officer Louis M. Goldsborough’s expedition to Roanoke Island and took part in the battle there on February 7–8, 1862, capturing Elizabeth City and Edenton. Rowan commanded the Union ships in Albemarle and Pamlico Sounds with Goldsborough’s absence following the Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862). Rowan then assisted Union land forces in the capture of New Bern, North Carolina, on March 14 and Fort Macon on April 25, actions for which he subsequently received the Thanks of Congress.
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U.S. Navy commander Stephen C. Rowan, commanding the steam sloop Pawnee at Washington, D.C., secured Alexandria, Virginia, for the Union in May 1861. Later he commanded the Union’s most powerful ship, the ironclad New Ironsides, off Charleston. (National Archives)

Promoted to captain on July 16, 1862, Rowan in late 1862 was assigned command of the screw frigate Roanoke, undergoing conversion at New York into a turreted ironclad. When the ship was found unsuitable for anything other than coast defense, Rowan in June 1863 was assigned command of the ironclad New Ironsides in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron off Charleston. On October 7, 1863, Rowan’s ship survived an attack by the semisubmersible CSS David armed with a spar torpedo.

In early 1864 Rowan was promoted to commodore, with his commission backdated to July 16, 1862. He commanded the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron during Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren’s absence from late February to early May 1864. After the New Ironsides was ordered to undergo repairs at the Philadelphia Navy Yard in June 1864, Rowan was on waiting orders. On September 1, 1864, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles ordered Rowan to assume command of Union forces in the North Carolina Sounds. Perhaps for reasons of health, Rowan requested relief from this assignment and remained on waiting orders status with no more active service during the war.

Promoted to rear admiral on July 1, 1866, Rowan commanded the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard (1866–1867) and then the Asiatic Squadron (1867–1870). Promoted to vice admiral on August 15, 1870, he was the last U.S. Navy officer to hold that rank until World War I. After 1870, Rowan held a number of different posts, including commandant of the New York Navy Yard and port admiral of New York City (1872–1876) and chairman of the Light-House Board (1883–1889). Placed on the retired list at age 80 on February 28, 1889, Rowan died in Washington, D.C., on March 31, 1890.
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Rowanty Creek, Battle of

See Hatcher’s Run, Battle of

Rowlett’s Station, Battle of

Event Date: December 17, 1861

Inconclusive engagement in south-central Kentucky. The Battle of Rowlett’s Station is also known as the Battle of Woodsonville and the Battle of Green River. After assuming command at Cincinnati of the Army of the Ohio in November 1861, Brigadier General Don Carlos Buell sought to establish Union control over the region and toward that end in December sent troops of Brigadier General Alexander M. McCook’s 2nd Division into central Kentucky.

General Albert S. Johnston, commanding the Confederate Western Department, had established a position along the Green River, a tributary of the Ohio, near Munfordville, Kentucky. When McCook moved toward the Confederate lines, on December 10 Confederate brigadier general Thomas C. Hindman ordered the destruction of the southern portion of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad bridge over the Green River. Union colonel August Willich, commanding the 32nd Indiana Infantry, then ordered two of his companies across the river to secure a beachhead, while the remainder of his men began construction of a pontoon bridge. The 32nd Indiana completed the bridge on December 17, and four more companies then crossed the river.

Hindman ordered the Union bridge destroyed and dispatched a mixed force of Texas cavalry, Arkansas infantry, and Mississippi artillery. The principal unit involved was the 8th Texas Cavalry (subsequently named Terry’s Texas Rangers), commanded by Colonel Benjamin Franklin Terry. In the ensuing fighting south of Woodsonville, Terry’s cavalrymen assisted by infantry (some 1,300 men in all) repeatedly charged some 500 Union infantrymen, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Henry von Trebra, drawn up in a hollow square formation. Terry was mortally wounded in the fighting, and the Confederates were finally forced to withdraw. Willich, who had been absent during the fighting, arrived on the scene and ordered a withdrawal to a stronger position. The Confederates, fearing that the Union side would reinforce, also withdrew.

The fighting claimed Union casualties of 10 killed and 22 wounded; the Confederates lost 33 dead and some 50 wounded. Both sides claimed victory, but the Union troops remained in place and were thus able to ensure the continued movement of Union men and supplies on the Louisville & Nashville Railroad. The battle was soon overshadowed by the Union victory at the Battle of Mill Springs (January 19, 1862).
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Ruffin, Edmund

Birth Date: January 5, 1794

Death Date: June 17, 1865

Noted agricultural reformer, politician, and Southern nationalist. Born on January 5, 1794, in Prince George County, Virginia, Edmund Ruffin was educated at home except for a brief period at the College of William and Mary. During the War of 1812 he served as a private, returning after his father’s death to take charge of the family lands at Coggin’s Point on the James River.

Here Ruffin, with little practical or theoretical knowledge, began his experiments in scientific agriculture. His aim was to restore the fertility of soil worn out by years of poor methods used for single-crop farming. He discovered that the soil could be greatly improved by treating it with lime-rich elements and then rotating crops and employing proper drainage and good methods of planting. In this way, Ruffin was able to increase wheat and corn yields by 40 percent.

In 1832 Ruffin published the results of his experiments in An Essay on Calcareous Manures that was revised and went through many editions. Ruffin was appointed agricultural surveyor of South Carolina in 1842. His Report of the Commencement and Progress of the Agricultural Survey of South Carolina (1843) marked the beginning of a new era in agriculture in that state. In 1845 Ruffin was elected president of the newly formed Virginia Agricultural Society. During this period, he wrote and spoke frequently on scientific agriculture.

Also interested in politics, Ruffin served in the Virginia Senate from 1823 to 1826 and during the next 30 years earned a reputation as a champion of slavery and states’ rights. By the late 1850s, he was Virginia’s leading secession advocate. In 1860 he published Anticipations of the Future, a book that made the case for secession by depicting the advantages of an independent South. In early 1861 Ruffin moved to Charleston, South Carolina, and as an honorary member of the Palmetto Guard he won Southern acclaim by firing the first shot at Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861. He went back to Virginia later that year and was an indefatigable proponent of the Confederate cause. Financially ruined and in despair over the collapse of the Confederacy, he took his own life on June 17, 1865, in Amelia County, Virginia.
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Edmund Ruffin, an indefatigable champion of the Southern cause, as a Confederate private fired the first shot of the Civil War, against Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor on April 12, 1861. (National Archives)
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Ruger, Thomas Howard

Birth Date: April 2, 1833

Death Date: June 3, 1907

Union officer. Born in Lima, New York, on April 2, 1833, Thomas Howard Ruger moved at age 13 with his family to Janesville, Wisconsin. He graduated third in his class from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1854. Commissioned in the engineers, Ruger served in that capacity at New Orleans but resigned his commission on April 1, 1855, and opened a law practice in Janesville. With the onset of the Civil War, he returned to military service.

On June 29, 1861, Ruger was commissioned lieutenant colonel of the 3rd Wisconsin and became its colonel on September 1. He led this unit as a part of Major General Nathaniel P. Banks’s command in the Shenandoah Valley and in northern Virginia in the campaigns of the spring and summer of 1862 against Confederate forces commanded by Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. Ruger distinguished himself in the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) and also participated in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). During the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), the 3rd Wisconsin formed part of the 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, XII Corps. Assuming command of the 3rd Brigade during the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) when Brigadier General George H. Gordon took over the division, Ruger sustained a head wound in fighting near the West Woods.

Ruger was appointed brigadier general of volunteers to date from November 29, 1862. He again distinguished himself when, during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), his 3rd Brigade helped stem Jackson’s flanking attack on May 2. During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Ruger’s leadership and military acumen so impressed his commanding officer, Brigadier General Alpheus S. Williams, that Williams appointed Ruger over other more senior officers to take command of the 1st Division when Williams assumed corps command. Ruger’s troop emplacements on Culp’s Hill on July 2 helped ensure defeat of the Confederate attack there on July 3.

Following the Battle of Gettysburg, Ruger was dispatched to New York City to help quell the draft riots there. Ordered to the western theater, he commanded a brigade and then a division during Major General William T. Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Ruger then commanded the 2nd Division, XXII Corps, Army of the Ohio, and fought with distinction in the Battle of Franklin (November 30) and the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16). He was brevetted major general of volunteers to date from November 30 for his role at Franklin. Ruger then moved with his division to North Carolina, where he served under Major General John M. Schofield, seeing action at the Second Battle of Kinston (March 7–10, 1865) and then occupying Wilmington.

From June 1865 to June 1866, Ruger had command of forces in North Carolina. He mustered out of volunteer service on June 20, 1866. Accepting a commission as colonel in the regular army on July 13, 1866, he commanded the 33rd Infantry. Brevetted brigadier general on March 2, 1867, for his role in the Battle of Gettysburg, Ruger was military governor of Georgia in the first half of 1868. In March 1869 he took command of the 18th Infantry. Ruger was superintendent of West Point during September 1871–September 1876 and then held commands in the West. He was promoted to brigadier general on May 19, 1886, and to major general on February 8, 1895. Ruger retired from the army on April 2, 1897, and died at Stamford, Connecticut, on June 3, 1907.
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Ruggles, Daniel

Birth Date: January 31, 1810

Death Date: June 1, 1897

Confederate officer. Daniel Ruggles was born on January 31, 1810, in Barre, Massachusetts. An 1833 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, he married a wealthy Virginian and considered himself a Southerner. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1838 and captain in 1846, Ruggles served in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), during which he was brevetted major and lieutenant colonel. He spent the next dozen years in routine service, mostly in the West.

In March 1861 Ruggles resigned his U.S. Army commission to become a brigadier general of Virginia state forces. Commissioned a brigadier general in the Confederate Army on August 9, he commanded a brigade at Pensacola and New Orleans before he took command of the 1st Division, II Corps, Army of Mississippi, at Corinth.

In the lead-up to the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Ruggles proved dilatory in his preparations, citing bad roads and weather and contradictory orders. His commander, General Albert Sidney Johnson, was highly annoyed with Ruggles’s behavior but allowed him to retain his command. On the morning of April 6, Ruggles’s men were among the first to assault the Union positions, and that afternoon Ruggles led an intrepid offensive against the Hornet’s Nest. Ruggles’s brutal assault steamrolled the position there, taking some 2,200 Union prisoners. On April 7, Ruggles repelled several Union attacks against exhausted Confederate forces.

The following month, Ruggles was tasked with handling Confederate logistics. In June he became commander of eastern Louisiana but held that position only until late November. In August 1863 he became a staff officer for Major General Joseph E. Johnston. More administrative posts followed until Ruggles was named chief of Confederate prisons in early 1865.

After the war Ruggles returned to his home near Fredericksburg, Virginia, where he farmed and was involved in real estate speculation. In 1884 he was named a member of the board of visitors of West Point. Ruggles died on June 1, 1897, in Fredericksburg.
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Rush’s Lancers

Elite Union cavalry unit. Rush’s Lancers was the name commonly used for the 6th Pennsylvania Cavalry. In August 1861, Richard H. Rush of Philadelphia received authorization to raise a regiment of cavalry in Philadelphia and Berks Counties. On October 5 the regiment was complete, and the men, most of whom were from the upper strata of Philadelphia society, were mustered into Union service. Rush was commissioned regimental colonel.

At the suggestion of Major General George B. McClellan, the unit was armed with 9-foot-long lances tipped with an 11-inch triple-edged steel blade and weighing some 8 pounds. Each lance was adorned with a pennant. Assigned to the cavalry of the Army of the Potomac, the regiment saw minor action in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

In May 1863, Rush’s Lancers abandoned the weapon for which they were known when they were rearmed with Sharps carbines. The 6th Pennsylvania was then assigned to the Reserve Brigade of Brigadier General John Buford’s 1st Cavalry Division. The regiment played a key role in the Union victory at the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863) but also suffered the highest casualties of any Northern unit on the field. The regiment also played a conspicuous role in the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863), and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863) and was almost constantly engaged during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). In August 1864, the unit was detached for service in Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865).

In September 1864, enlistment terms for most of the men in the regiment expired, and the unit was reorganized for three more years. It continued to serve in the Shenandoah Valley until the spring of 1865, when it returned to the Army of the Potomac in time to take part in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). Mustered out of service in August 1865, the unit suffered during the war a total of 498 men and 24 officers killed, wounded, or missing.
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Russell, David Allen

Birth Date: December 10, 1820

Death Date: September 19, 1864

Union officer. Born in Salem, New York, on December 10, 1820, David Allen Russell graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1845. He fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning a brevet, and was promoted to first lieutenant on January 1, 1848, and to captain on June 22, 1854. At the start of the Civil War, he was stationed at Fort Yamhill, Oregon.

Russell served with his regular unit in the Washington defenses until he entered the volunteer army as colonel of the 7th Massachusetts Infantry on February 18, 1862. He fought with his unit in Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was brevetted lieutenant colonel in the Union Army on July 1, 1862. Russell then led his regiment in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on November 29, 1862, he assumed command of the 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, VI Corps, Army of the Potomac. Russell’s brigade was lightly engaged in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) but took heavy casualties in the assault on Marye’s Heights at Fredericksburg as part of the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He was brevetted colonel in the Union Army for his role in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

During the Battle of Rappahannock Station (November 7, 1863), Russell had temporary command of the 1st Division, personally leading it in an attack on the Confederate bridgehead and capturing a large number of Confederates and their equipment. Rewarded with permanent command of the 1st Division, he saw action in the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). His division was conspicuously engaged in the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864).

Russell was wounded in the arm on June 1 during the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). He then took part in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), but his 1st Division was transferred with the rest of VI Corps to counter Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early’s Washington Raid (June 28–July 21, 1864). During Major General Philip Sheridan’s subsequent Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865), Russell was hit in the chest by a shell fragment and killed on September 19, 1864, in the Third Battle of Winchester. He was posthumously brevetted major general in both the regulars and volunteers, with date of rank to September 19.
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Russell, Lord John

Birth Date: August 18, 1792

Death Date: May 28, 1878

British foreign secretary (1859–1865). Born on August 18, 1792, John Russell was the third son of the 6th Duke of Bedford, an aristocrat with liberal tendencies. Russell was educated primarily by tutors until he entered the University of Edinburgh in 1809, where he became immersed in Scottish philosophy. He left Edinburgh in 1812, however, without a degree. In 1813 Russell was elected to the British House of Commons from his home district of Tavistock. He would remain in the Commons for nearly 50 years.

As a member of the Whig Party, Russell quickly proved himself active in the cause of parliamentary and political reform. In 1830 the Whigs came to power, and throughout the 1830s Russell held a number of government positions, most notably home secretary (1835–1839) and colonial secretary (1839–1841). As a member of the opposition (1841–1846), he led the Whigs in supporting free trade and helped convince Prime Minister Sir Robert Peel to repeal the Corn Laws.

After Peel’s government fell in 1846, Russell became prime minister. With high hopes for his administration, he embarked on a series of reform efforts. His progress was slowed and in some cases halted, however, by poor judgment, lackadaisical administrative practices, divisions within his own party, opposition from the Tories, and the Irish Potato Famine. Even for many Whigs, Russell’s politics seemed too liberal.

Russell’s government fell in 1852, but he immediately reentered the cabinet as foreign secretary under Prime Minister Lord Aberdeen, a position that Russell held for about a year. Also, he served as leader of the House of Commons (1852–1855). He again served as foreign minister briefly under Prime Minister Viscount Palmerston’s administration. As foreign minister, Russell did not prove to be a popular success. Many believed that his inept diplomacy had helped precipitate the Crimean War and that he had botched the negotiations that eventually settled the conflict.

After leaving Palmerston’s government in 1855, Russell retired from politics for four years. Although he and Palmerston had often disagreed in the past, Russell agreed to serve as Palmerston’s foreign secretary in 1859. Against all expectations, the two men worked together harmoniously in diplomatic matters, with Palmerston usually taking the lead. As foreign secretary, Russell faced a series of crises that occupied most of his attention.

Immediately upon assuming office, Russell was confronted with the issue of Italian unification, which he supported, thus siding against the Austro-Hungarian Empire. He also struggled to keep Britain neutral in the American Civil War, an issue over which the cabinet was fiercely divided. He did little, however, to stop the construction in a British yard of a ship that became the Confederate commerce raider Alabama, prompting loud protests from the United States and embroiling Britain in a difficult diplomatic situation. In October 1862 Russell suggested a joint British-French-Russian mediation effort to end the Civil War by negotiation. His proposal ultimately did not reach fruition, largely because of intransigence among British cabinet members.

Despite his controversial career as foreign secretary, when Palmerston died in October 1865, Russell became prime minister once again. His second tenure in this office proved to be brief and personally humiliating, however. With Palmerston no longer obstructing reform, Russell introduced a reform bill that would further reduce the property qualification for voting and thus extend suffrage. Dissent within his own party destroyed any hopes he had of passing the legislation, and by June 1866 his government had collapsed. Never again did Russell play a major role in any administration, but with his elevation to the peerage as an earl in 1861, he took his seat in the British House of Lords. When the Tories passed a more radical reform bill in 1867 than the one he had proposed two years earlier, Russell felt disgraced for failing where more conservative leaders had succeeded. Russell died at his home, Pembroke Lodge, on May 28, 1878.
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Russell, William Howard

Birth Date: March 28, 1820

Death Date: February 10, 1907

Controversial British journalist whose writing infuriated Americans, North and South. William Howard Russell was born on March 28, 1820, in County Dublin, Ireland, to a prominent family. He attended but did not receive a degree from Trinity College, Dublin, and soon embarked on a career in journalism. By the mid-1850s, he had become a special correspondent for the London Times and was well known for his vivid writing style and keen sense of observation. War reporting became his specialty, and he covered the Crimean War as well as fighting in India and Denmark. By 1860, Russell, a close friend of the Prince of Wales, had been knighted for his journalistic exploits.

Anxious to cover the growing crisis in the United States, Russell arrived in New York City in March 1861 and immediately embarked on a two-month tour of the Confederacy, during which he outraged and alienated many Southerners with his undisguised contempt for slavery. He returned to the Union in June and was on hand to witness the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). His report on the battle was largely a scathing indictment of the Union army’s incompetence, which outraged many Northerners. Indeed, Russell was pilloried in the New York City press and even received death threats from disgruntled readers. The First Battle of Bull Run was the only battle that Russell witnessed directly. By April 1862, his unpopularity was so great that U.S. secretary of war Edwin Stanton revoked his press credentials. Russell left the United States, never to return.

Back home, Russell continued in his role as Britain’s premier battlefield correspondent, covering such conflicts as the Austro-Prussian War, the Franco-Prussian War, and the Zulu War, among others. In the twilight years of his career, he edited the Army and Navy Gazette. He also produced two books on his Civil War experiences: The Civil War in America (1861) and My Diary North and South (1863). Russell died in London on February 10, 1907.
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Russian-U.S. Relations

The democratic United States and czarist, monarchial Russia, a seemingly unlikely match, enjoyed generally amicable relations before, during, and immediately after the Civil War. At this point in history, both the United States and Russia opposed intervention in the internal affairs of another country.

In April 1861, Russian foreign minister Prince Alexander Gorchakov signaled that his nation would only recognize the U.S. government; he also stated on numerous occasions that he sympathized with the Union’s predicament and deplored the war. The Civil War years saw emancipation in both nations—in February 1861 Russia liberated the serfs from control by the aristocratic landlords, and in January 1863 America freed black slaves in the still rebellious states and moved the nation one step closer toward granting complete freedom to all slaves. Each nation publicly approved the action taken by the other. With the beginning of the Civil War, St. Petersburg instructed Russian minister to the United States Eduard de Stoeckl to offer Russian mediation in an effort to bring about an end to the fighting.

In late 1862 the French, in a proposed coalition with Great Britain and Russia, pushed for intervention in the Civil War in the form of mediation and possible recognition of the Confederacy, but a firm Russian refusal killed the initiative. The United States returned the favor in 1863, when Great Britain and France asked for the Union’s backing in protesting Russian actions against its Polish subjects who had risen up in rebellion. The possibility of an Anglo-French conflict with Russia, coupled with the likelihood of hostilities between the German states and Denmark, diverted the attention of the European powers, at least momentarily, from the war in America.

In 1863 the Russian Baltic fleet arrived at New York City, and its Pacific contingent sailed into San Francisco Bay. Russian naval officers were keen to view operations of the Union ironclads. Units of the Russian Navy were now in position to carry out commerce raiding in the event of war with Great Britain and France over Poland. Many in the North saw the Russian fleet’s presence as a sign of support in the face of British and French treachery, while some in Europe believed that the Russian ships would join the U.S. Navy in the event of conflict between the Americans on the one hand and the British and French on the other. A rumor to that effect was widely circulating in America in the months after the South surrendered in April 1865. Certainly the presence of the Russian fleet in Northern ports raised Union morale while simultaneously lowering that of the South.

Amicable U.S.-Russian relations during the Civil War also laid the foundation for the United States to purchase Alaska in 1867 for $7.2 million.
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Rust, Albert

Birth Date: 1818

Death Date: April 3, 1870

Confederate officer. Born in Fauquier County, Virginia, in 1818, Albert Rust moved to Union City, Arkansas, in 1837. There he studied law, passed the bar, and became a lawyer and a planter. From 1842 to 1848 and again from 1852 to 1854, he was a member of the Arkansas legislature. Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, he served there from March 1855 to March 1857. Defeated for reelection, he was again elected in November 1858 and served from March 1859 to March 1861.

Rust was a member of the Provisional Confederate Congress from March 1861 to February 1862. He entered Confederate military service on July 5, 1861, as colonel of the 3rd Arkansas Infantry, which he had recruited. His unit was ordered to western Virginia (West Virginia), and Rust served under General Robert E. Lee in the Battle of Cheat Mountain (September 11–15, 1861). Rust remained in Virginia through the winter of 1861–1862, seeing minor action.

Appointed brigadier general on March 4, 1862, Rust was ordered to the western theater, where he commanded a brigade and took part in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). In the spring of 1863, Rust was assigned to the Trans-Mississippi Department, where he served out the remainder of the war in Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas. He was paroled at Austin, Texas, on July 27, 1865.

Ruined financially by the war, Rust settled on a farm on the Arkansas River near Little Rock. He died at his home on April 3, 1870.
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Ryan, Abram Joseph

Birth Date: February 5, 1838

Death Date: April 22, 1886

Poet, Roman Catholic priest, and volunteer Confederate chaplain during the Civil War. Born in Hagerstown, Maryland, on February 5, 1838, Abram Joseph Ryan was one of the most important literary figures associated with the Lost Cause, which was pervasive in Southern literature, history, and politics well into the 20th century. Ryan was raised and educated in Missouri, studying for the Roman Catholic priesthood at a seminary in Perryville, Missouri. He was ordained in September 1860, after which he served briefly on the faculty of Niagara University and in a parish in Illinois.

After the outbreak of the war, Ryan took several leaves of absence from his assigned duties and served as an unofficial chaplain and priest to units of Louisiana troops. He never enlisted or was commissioned in the Confederate Army, but in late 1863 or early 1864 he began full-time ministry as a volunteer chaplain and participated in several battles in Tennessee during 1863 and 1864.

Ryan wrote several poems during the war, most notably “In Memoriam” and “In Memory of My Brother,” which remembered the brother he lost in 1863. On June 24, 1865, Ryan’s most famous poem, “The Conquered Banner,” was published in the New York Freeman’s Journal under the pen name “Moina.” The poem reflected the sentimentality, religious overtones, and sense of loss felt by many in the South and became extremely popular.

After the war, Ryan served as a priest in Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiana, and Georgia. In Georgia he founded a weekly religious and political publication, the Banner of the South. In it he printed many of his poems as well as the work of others, including Sidney Lanier, James Ryder Randall, and Mark Twain.

Ryan continued to write and publish poetry about the Confederacy and what he considered the heroic martyrdom of its fallen troops until his death in a monastery on April 22, 1886, in Louisville, Kentucky. Among his more popular poems were “C.S.A.,” “The Sword of Robert E. Lee,” and “The South.” In 1879 Ryan published a collection of his poetry titled Father Ryan’s Poems (reissued in 1880 as Poems: Patriotic, Religious, Miscellaneous), and the collection sold well for the next 50 years, undergoing more than 40 reprints and editions.
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Saber

Edged weapon. A saber is a backsword with a curved single-edged blade and a large hand guard that covers both the knuckles of the hand and the thumb and forefinger. Sabers were used for slashing. Those employed by heavy cavalry, however, usually had straight, often doubled-edged, blades for thrusting. Length and size of sabers varied widely. The term “saber” is drawn from the French word sabre, which in turn comes from the Hungarian verb szablya (“to cut”).

Sabers were widely employed by cavalry dating from the Middle Ages but were in widespread use especially during the Napoleonic Wars of the early 19th century, when French heavy cavalry employed them in highly effective charges. The saber declined in use by the mid-19th century, with the increasing accuracy and range of rifles having rendered cavalry charges against infantry largely obsolete and with the increasing employment by the cavalrymen themselves of firearms.

During the Civil War, sabers were employed infrequently, being largely replaced with revolvers and carbines. Sabers did see sizable use in cavalry-on-cavalry engagements such as the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Sabers remained standard equipment for U.S. Army cavalry units in the American West but were rarely carried. During World War I (1914–1918), sabers were relegated to ceremonial status.

The U.S. Army Model 1840 Cavalry Saber, which saw use in the Civil War, particularly the early years, was based on an 1822 French hussar’s saber. It had a ridge around its quillon, a leather grip wrapped in wire, and a flat, slotted throat. It was 44 inches in length with a 35-inch by 1-inch blade and weighed roughly 2.5 pounds. It saw widespread service in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and throughout the Civil War. Its replacement, the Model 1860 Light Cavalry Saber, which was employed until the end of the American Indian Wars, had the same curved shape and brass guard of the 1840 Model but was smaller and easier to handle. The Model 1860 was 41 inches long with a 35-inch by 1-inch blade and weighed 2 pounds, 4 ounces (3 pounds, 10 ounces, with metal scabbard). By the end of the war, more than 300,000 Model 1860 sabers had been produced.
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Confederate Army saber and scabbard, manufactured in Richmond, Virginia. (The Bridgeman Art Library)
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Sabine Cross Roads, Battle of

See Mansfield, Battle of
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Sabine Pass, First Battle of

Event Date: September 25, 1862

Small naval engagement on the Texas coast. Sabine Pass, the mouth of the Sabine River, is located some 15 miles south of Port Arthur, Texas, near the Louisiana border in eastern Texas. Sabine Pass is the access point for the port of Beaumont, which gave Sabine Pass significant strategic importance.

During the Civil War, both Union and Confederate forces sought to control Sabine Pass. A railroad line from near Beaumont to Houston provided access to the interior of Texas. The Beaumont area did not export as much cotton as did Houston or New Orleans but was nevertheless a major export point as well as an entry point for arms, ammunition, and other imports from Europe. The effort to control Sabine Pass triggered two battles, one in 1862 and the other in 1863, with markedly different outcomes.

The First Battle of Sabine Pass occurred as part of the larger Union effort to capture the Texas port of Galveston. Although the Union had established a blockade of the Texas Gulf Coast soon after the war’s outbreak in 1861, it had been only marginally effective. Cotton still moved overland from the rest of the Confederacy, and Texas could still export the crop through Matamoros in northeastern Mexico. Union commanders in New Orleans believed that control of Galveston and the rest of the southeastern Texas Gulf Coast was necessary to isolate Texas from the rest of the Confederacy.

The exploratory effort at Sabine Pass, which was over quickly, pitted a strong Union flotilla against a much weaker Confederate garrison. On September 25, 1862, the fourth-rate screw auxiliary Kensington (3 guns), the schooner Rachel Seaman (2 guns), and the mortar schooner Henry James appeared off the entrance to Sabine Pass and began shelling Fort Gibson at a distance of three miles. They hoped to draw Confederate fire so that they could determine the caliber and number of the defenders’ guns. But the fort was garrisoned with only 30 infantry and artillerists and a contingent of 30 cavalrymen, whose few antiquated guns were incapable of reaching the Union ships.

When the defenders did not return fire, the Union ships sailed into the Sabine River and bombarded the fort at closer range until the Confederate defenders spiked their guns and withdrew. Following the bombardment, a Union force landed and destroyed Fort Gibson. The next day the Union sailors took the surrender of Sabine City and destroyed the railroad bridge connecting Sabine City to Taylor’s Bayou. The Union force was too small to occupy the area, however, and withdrew to join the larger effort against Galveston.

The success of this first Union attack at Sabine Pass and the disruptive effects of the attack on the Confederate strategic position in Texas convinced Confederate commanders of the need to strengthen the defenses of Sabine Pass. Following the successful Confederate effort to retake Galveston in January 1863, the commanding general of Confederate forces in Texas, Major General John B. Magruder, planned stronger defenses in Sabine Pass. In consequence, a Union effort to capture the pass a year later would have radically different results.
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Sabine Pass, Second Battle of

Event Date: September 8, 1863

Engagement on the Texas coast. The Sabine River’s mouth, known as Sabine Pass, is located some 15 miles south of Port Arthur, Texas, near the Louisiana border in eastern Texas. Sabine Pass is the access point for the port of Beaumont, which during the Civil War gave it significant strategic importance.

This second Union attempt to force open Sabine Pass grew out of the same considerations that had triggered the First Battle of Sabine Pass (September 25, 1862). Having seen his forces ejected from Galveston in January 1863, Major General Nathaniel Banks sought ways to break into the Texas interior through an operation on the Gulf Coast, and he also sought to avenge the Galveston defeat. By the autumn of 1863, Texas appeared open to invasion from several different points, and Banks believed that he saw an opportunity at Sabine Pass. He knew that a Union force had landed there successfully in September 1862 and believed that the pass would still be lightly defended.

Banks thus ordered Major General William B. Franklin to take 5,000 troops from New Orleans, seize Sabine Pass and Beaumont, and attack into the Texas interior. Franklin’s force consisted of 3 infantry brigades, 10 artillery batteries, and 4 companies of the 1st Texas (Union) Cavalry. The men would be moved to Sabine Pass in seven transports, escorted by four gunboats—the Clifton, Sachem, Granite City and Arizona—under the overall command of Lieutenant Frederick Crocker.

The Union leaders were unaware that Confederate commander in Texas Major General John B. Magruder had ordered Sabine Pass’s defenses to be strengthened. Confederate engineers had constructed a new fortification, Fort Griffin, just north of the one destroyed a year earlier, at the narrowest point of the pass, where attacking ships would have the greatest difficulty maneuvering. An earthwork fort with thick walls, Fort Griffin could withstand shelling from most Union guns. The fort mounted six cannon: two 24-pounders and four 32-pounders. At the time of the attack, Fort Griffin was garrisoned by 44 men of Company F of the 1st Texas Heavy Artillery Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Richard W. Dowling. The garrison had diligently practiced its gunnery, and the gunners had carefully determined ranges and marked the aiming points with stakes to enhance accuracy. The Union force that approached Sabine Pass on September 8, 1863, thus faced much stronger defenses than had been the case a year earlier.

Poor coordination and communication further hindered the Union operation. The Granite City had been sent on ahead to mark the channel. Its crewmen thought that they sighted the Confederate raider Alabama, and the Granite City promptly fled. It took time for the Granite City’s consorts to locate that ship again, delaying the start of the attack and alerting the defenders. The Union plan called for the gunboats to enter the channel and provide covering fire for the Union troops as they went ashore.

On the morning of September 8, Crocker began the attack with his flagship, the Clifton. It crossed the bar and attempted to draw fire from the fort in order to determine the strength of the Confederate defenses. The Clifton lobbed 26 shells at the Confederates but received no return fire. Crocker then ordered the other gunboats—the Sachem, Arizona, and Granite City—and the transports over the bar.

At about 3:30 p.m., the gunboats and transports started up the pass. The Confederates withheld fire until the Union gunboats were among the aiming stakes and the gunners had the precise range. The Confederates then let loose a devastating fire. The Sachem was holed several times and was disabled when a 24-pounder shot went through its boiler. Another shot carried away the wheel rope of the Clifton, causing it to ground under the Confederate guns. Crocker fought the Clifton until, with 10 men killed and 9 others wounded, he believed that he had no other choice but to surrender. The Sachem also surrendered and was promptly taken under tow by the Confederate cottonclad Uncle Ben. In these circumstances, General Franklin called off the landing and ordered his transports to withdraw. Two of the transports grounded, leading Franklin to order scores of hobbled horses and mules as well as some 20,000 rations thrown overboard to lighten the load. The transports and two remaining gunboats then returned to New Orleans.

In the abortive attack, the Union lost nearly 70 men killed, wounded, or missing and another 315 captured. Confederate casualties are unknown. In this lopsided Confederate victory, considerable credit belongs to the engineers who positioned and constructed Fort Griffin, the careful preparations by its garrison, and poor planning and coordination involving Union forces, particularly Franklin’s failure to land his troops and support the gunboats with an overland attack. Had the attack succeeded, the Federals would have easily taken Beaumont.
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Sacramento, Battle of

Event Date: December 28, 1861

Nathan Bedford Forrest’s first combat action. As Confederate and Union troops moved into Kentucky in September 1861, the Green River became the dividing line between them. Forrest, then a lieutenant colonel and commander of the 7th Tennessee Cavalry, conducted guerrilla and recruiting operations south of the Green River in strongly pro-Confederate territory. Meanwhile, Union brigadier general Thomas L. Crittenden, commander of the 5th Division of the Army of the Ohio at Calhoun, Kentucky, contemplated attacking Bowling Green.

On December 27, Forrest received orders to carry out a reconnaissance toward Rumsey to ascertain Union troop strength and intentions. The next day, Forrest marched northward with 300 men, sending scouts ahead to reconnoiter. Just outside Greeneville, Forrest learned that a Union cavalry force was nine miles ahead, just south of Sacramento. This was a Union scouting party of 168 men, commanded by 18-year-old Major Eli Murray, dispatched by Crittenden the previous day to gather information. Forrest moved quickly toward this Union force. As he neared Sacramento, he reconnoitered Murray’s position from atop a steep ridge and decided to attack the weaker Union force, even though some of his own troopers had not yet arrived.

Forrest charged Murray’s men, coming under fire at 200 yards. Soon Forrest’s attack, hastily conceived and executed, turned into a disorganized melee, and he was compelled to fall back and await the arrival of his entire force. Meanwhile, he deployed sharpshooters to pin down Murray’s men while sending two detachments to harass the Union flanks. Murray, believing that Forrest’s withdrawal had been a retreat, advanced his own men toward the Confederate position. Forrest’s forces, now united and reorganized, counterattacked. Within 10 minutes, the Union troops broke and fled in a panic through Sacramento. Forrest’s troopers pursued for two miles. Forrest killed 1 Union officer and wounded and captured 3 others but lost his mount and only narrowly escaped death or injury himself. Finally, a remounted Forrest halted the pursuit, allowing Murray’s shattered remnant to reach Calhoun. Union casualties were 11 dead and 40 captured. The Confederates lost 2 men.
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Safford, Mary Jane

Birth Date: ca. December 31, 1831

Death Date: December 8, 1891

Civil War nurse. Mary Jane Safford (Stafford) was born in Hyde Park, Vermont, on December 31 in either 1831 or 1834 (records vary). She grew up in Illinois near Joliet and subsequently worked as a governess for a German family in Canada for a short time before returning to Illinois. Here in the summer of 1861 she met well-known Mary Ann “Mother” Bickerdyke, the famous nurse who had gone to Cairo, Illinois, to care for Union soldiers. When an epidemic broke out among the troops, Safford saw the need and volunteered as a nurse. She had long admired Bickerdyke and relished the opportunity to work with her. Safford could have remained at the hospital to care for the wounded, but she instead tended to soldiers languishing in the many camps and soon earned the nickname “Angel of Cairo.”

Traveling from camp to camp, overworked and exhausted, Safford fashioned a truce flag from a broomstick and white petticoat so that she would not be accidentally shot as she moved among the tents. After service at Fort Donelson, Tennessee, she worked aboard two different transports, the City of Memphis and the Hazel Dell. She then tended to wounded following the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and again joined Bickerdyke in camps at Savannah. Overworked and injured, Safford took a leave of absence to recover in Europe, not returning until after the war.

Safford yearned to become a doctor, and in 1869 she graduated from the Medical College for Women in New York. She then traveled to Austria and studied at the General Hospital in Vienna before attending the University of Breslau in Germany. In Breslau, she became the first woman to perform an ovariectomy. In 1872 she opened a private practice in Chicago. She concluded her medical career as a professor at the Boston University School of Medicine and as staff doctor at the Massachusetts Homeopathic Hospital.

Safford retired to Florida, where she died in Tarpon Springs on December 8, 1891.
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Salem Church, Battle of

Start Date: May 3, 1863

End Date: May 4, 1863

Engagement near Fredericksburg, Virginia, during the Chancellorsville Campaign (April–May 1863). The Battle of Salem Church (Salem Heights) was the last significant fighting of the campaign and began when Major General John Sedgwick’s VI Corps of the Union Army of the Potomac moved against the rear of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia.

On May 3, 1863, Sedgwick advanced from his position at Fredericksburg to relieve the pressure being placed on the Union army under Major General Joseph Hooker, which had been assaulted by General Robert E. Lee’s forces. VI Corps, after two failed attempts, successfully seized Marye’s Heights, overlooking Fredericksburg, from Major General Jubal Early’s division on the morning of May 3. This allowed Sedgwick to advance with his corps toward the rear of Lee’s army at Chancellorsville, about 10 miles from Fredericksburg.

Lee responded to this threat by dispatching troops eastward from Chancellorsville to engage Sedgwick. Confederate brigadier general Cadmus Wilcox, on his own initiative, intercepted Sedgwick with his brigade, temporarily slowing VI Corp’s advance. Wilcox finally made a stand at Salem Church, four miles west of Fredericksburg, on a low wooded ridge bisected by the Orange Plank Road, the main road leading from Fredericksburg to Chancellorsville. As Sedgwick’s leading division deployed to attack Wilcox, Major General Lafayette McLaws arrived with the reinforcements that Lee had sent. The previously outnumbered Confederates then repulsed the Union assault with heavy casualties and counterattacked. The advance drove the Union troops back in disorder until artillery fire finally stopped the Confederate troops.

On the morning of May 4, Early’s troops reoccupied Marye’s Heights, cutting Sedgwick’s line of communications and trapping him between two Confederate forces, with the Rappahannock River at his back. Sedgwick arranged his corps in a U-shaped defensive position guarding Banks Ford, his only route of escape across the river. Lee attempted to coordinate an assault on Sedgwick’s outnumbered troops with the three divisions that surrounded him, but the difficult terrain, exhaustion from several days of marching and fighting, and slow action by his subordinates prevented effective coordination. Only Early’s division launched an attack, during which it suffered heavy casualties and was defeated. Later that night as Lee prepared to launch a nighttime assault, Sedgwick retreated across the Rappahannock to safety.

While Sedgwick missed an opportunity to fall on Lee’s rear by rapid movement on May 3, Lee lost the opportunity to crush Sedgwick’s exposed corps on May 4. Sedgwick’s advance was successful in drawing Lee’s attention from Hooker’s main body, but Hooker failed to act upon this advantage. Total casualties over the two days of fighting numbered 4,700 for VI Corps and around 3,000 for the Confederates. The engagement highlighted Lee’s effective use of movement to overcome his inferior numbers and the continued difficulty that the Union faced in bringing its manpower advantage to bear.
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Salineville, Battle of

Event Date: July 26, 1863

Final engagement of Confederate colonel John Hunt Morgan’s Ohio Raid (July 2–26, 1863). In late June 1863, Morgan planned an ambitious raid into the North. General Braxton Bragg, commanding the Confederate Army of Tennessee, opposed the operation, but Morgan ignored his superior and set out on July 2, 1863, with 2,400 men. The raid encountered immediate difficulties. Morgan’s troops suffered heavy casualties on July 4 when Union cavalry opposed their crossing of the Green River, and more men were lost the next day when Morgan captured the Union garrison at Lebanon, Kentucky. Nevertheless, Morgan persisted, crossing the Ohio River at Brandenburg into Indiana on July 8. Five days later he entered Ohio, pursued by Union cavalry under Brigadier General James M. Shackelford.

Union forces were now converged on Morgan. Union cavalry under Brigadier General Edward Hobson caught up with Morgan on July 19 at Buffington Island as his men attempted to cross the Ohio River into West Virginia. While some Confederates did make it across the river, 800 were captured. Morgan and the remaining 400 men of his command escaped but were effectively cut off from the river crossings. When another attempt to ford the river failed, Morgan headed north, eventually reaching Columbiana County and hoping to cross the Ohio River at some point and escape.

Shackelford continued the pursuit with a mixed force of some 3,000 men: cavalry, mounted infantry, artillery, and militia. On July 26, he finally managed to cut off Morgan’s exhausted force, their horses worn out, at Salineville, near Lisbon. Morgan attempted to cut his way out, in the process suffering 23 dead, several wounded, and nearly 300 captured. Morgan and his few remaining men initially evaded capture but were cornered that afternoon some eight miles distant near West Point, Ohio, and were forced to surrender to Major George W. Rue of the 9th Kentucky Cavalry. The place of Morgan’s surrender is considered to be the northernmost point reached by an officially organized Confederate body during the Civil War. Only some 400 of Morgan’s 2,400 men made it back to Tennessee. Morgan and the rest headed to prison.
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Salisbury, North Carolina, Union Capture of

Event Date: April 12, 1865

Action during Union major general George Stoneman’s 1865 raid into North Carolina and Virginia. On March 10, 1865, Stoneman departed from Knoxville, Tennessee, on a raid to disrupt the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad in Virginia and the North Carolina Railroad and the Danville-Greensboro line (Piedmont Railroad) in North Carolina. Stoneman commanded some 6,000 men in Brigadier General Alvan C. Gillem’s division of three brigades under Colonels William J. Palmer, S. B. Brown, and John K. Miller.

After an initial foray into North Carolina, Stoneman headed north to carry out operations in southwestern Virginia. He reentered North Carolina on April 9 and at Germantown divided his force. Palmer’s brigade proceeded to Salem, while the other two brigades moved against the important Confederate railway head and supply depot of Salisbury. Stoneman and the main body crossed the Yadkin River at Huntsville on April 11. East of Salisbury, Stoneman’s men surprised a Confederate detachment, the men of which fled, abandoning 100 new muskets.

At Salisbury, Brigadier General William M. Gardner assembled a scratch force of 500–800 men. Among these was Colonel John C. Pemberton, now serving as an ordnance inspector. Gardner positioned these men and several guns across the Mocksville road along Grant’s Creek several miles north of Salisbury, ordering his men to remove the planks from the bridge. Stoneman’s men arrived early on April 12. Finding his approach to Salisbury blocked, Stoneman ordered the 12th Kentucky Cavalry Regiment to fix the defenders in place, while other cavalry detachments proceeded in both directions along the stream to locate fords, which enabled them to attack the defenders on the flanks. Meanwhile, the Union 8th and 13th Tennessee cavalrymen repaired the bridge under fire, and a spirited charge by the Union 6th Tennessee Cavalry scattered the defenders, allowing easy access to Salisbury.

Salisbury was an important prize, and Stoneman immediately posted guards to prevent looting. One of his aims was to free a large number of Union prisoners of war reportedly held at Salisbury Prison, but the men had been moved to Charlotte the month before. On April 12 and 13, Stoneman set about destroying the public buildings and military stores. First he had the contents of the Confederate supply depots thrown in the streets so that poor whites and blacks could take what they wanted. The remainder was then burned. The raiders also burned the prison, four cotton factories, some 7,000 bales of cotton, and six supply depots. Among military supplies listed by Stoneman as destroyed were 10,000 stands of arms, 1 million rounds of small arms ammunition, 10,000 artillery rounds, 6,000 pounds of powder, substantial stocks of medical supplies, and $15 million in Confederate currency. The exploding shells and flames could be heard and seen at night for miles around. Stoneman’s men also destroyed railroad shops and ripped up some 15 miles of track. With only a few exceptions, the destruction was limited to public property.

On April 13, his work accomplished, Stoneman departed Salisbury with his men for eastern Tennessee.
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Salisbury Prison, North Carolina

Confederate prison facility. On November 2, 1861, the Confederate government bought an 11-acre parcel of land, which included an old cotton mill to be converted into a prison. The prison was designed to hold Confederate soldiers convicted of crimes, suspected spies, disloyal citizens, and prisoners of war and was commanded by Commandant Major John H. Gee. The complex included a four-story brick mill and six smaller brick outbuildings. Initially, the smaller buildings were used to house detainees; some were later converted into hospital wards. Salisbury Prison was supposed to house a maximum of 2,500 prisoners.

The first detainees arrived on December 2, 1861. Until the autumn of 1864, the prison population remained below the 2,500-inmate threshold, and conditions were generally quite good. Food was abundant, cells were spacious, medical care was generally good, and the death rate was quite low. That all changed, however, in October 1864, when the prison population exploded, nearing 10,000 by year’s end. The change was due chiefly to the end of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and the unraveling of the prisoner exchange system.

Salisbury was one of the South’s most notorious prisoner-of-war camps. Water supplies became scarce and unreliable, illness and disease spread like wildfire, housing was in such short supply that many prisoners had to dig holes in the ground for shelter, and the on-site hospital lacked basic medicines and personnel. Food became scarce, and many inmates augmented their meager rations by eating acorns from nearby oak trees. Between December 1861 and October 1864, only 255 detainees died at the facility. But between November 1864 and February 1865 alone, an astounding 3,419 more died. The death rate was so high that the deceased were buried in mass graves without coffins. On November 25, 1864, a massive riot resulted in the deaths of 250 inmates.

In late 1864, Brigadier General Bradley Johnson replaced Gee as prison superintendent. Johnson directed the emptying of the facility, which was accomplished by the end of February 1865. When Union forces reached the site in April 1865, they burned the buildings to the ground. Gee was later accused of mass murder and cruelty but was acquitted of all charges in July 1866. The court reasoned that the conditions at Salisbury had not deteriorated until late 1864, when Gee was burdened with an impossibly large influx of prisoners.
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Salm-Salm, Agnes Elisabeth Winona Leclercq Joy

Birth Date: ca. December 25, 1844

Death Date: December 21, 1912

Socialite and wife of Union colonel Felix Salm-Salm. Agnes Elisabeth Winona Leclercq Joy was likely born on December 25, 1844, in Swanton, Vermont, although the year of her birth remains in question. Her early life is shrouded in mystery. In 1861, the strong-willed Joy went to Washington, D.C., to visit her sister. During a tour of a Union camp, she met German prince Felix Salm-Salm, and they married on August 30, 1862. Prince Felix, commissioned a colonel in the volunteer army, was appointed commander of the 8th New York in November 1862 but saw no action before the regiment mustered out of service.
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Agnes Elisabeth Winona Leclerq Joy Salm-Salm, the American-born wife of German Prince Felix Salm-Salm, a Union Army colonel of volunteers during the Civil War. Contrary to many reports, she did not accompany her husband in the field, nor serve as a battlefield nurse. (Library of Congress)

Although Agnes Salm-Salm is often depicted as a daring battlefield nurse, this almost certainly never happened during the Civil War. Indeed, she spent most of the war socializing and promoting her husband’s interests in Washington, D.C., as well as in various state capitals, succeeding in securing him another regiment, the 68th New York, which protected railroads in Alabama. Felix Salm-Salm did see some action late in the war, but Agnes was not present. She was, however, instrumental in securing for him a brevet to brigadier general.

In February 1866, Prince Felix joined the Mexican Army of Emperor Maximilian von Habsburg. Princess Agnes, who had remained in the United States, soon followed. When she learned that Benito Juárez’s Liberal Army had captured Maximilian and his officers in May 1867, she immediately went to the restored President Juárez to intercede on behalf of Maximilian and her husband and otherwise worked heroically to save them. Juárez granted Prince Felix his freedom but executed the hapless emperor and two of his generals in June 1867.

In 1868, Prince Felix enlisted in the Prussian Army. During the Franco-Prussian War (1870–1871), Princess Agnes accompanied her husband in the field and served as a nurse, even after he was killed in battle on August 18, 1870. After the war she lived quietly in Germany, returning to the United States only briefly. Agnes Salm-Salm died in Karlsrule, Germany, on December 21, 1912.
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Salm-Salm, Felix Constantin Alexander Johann Nepomuk

Birth Date: 1828

Death Date: August 18, 1870

Union officer. The younger brother of the reigning Prince Salm-Salm, who administered a small principality on the lower Rhine, Prince Felix Salm-Salm was perhaps best known for the exploits of his colorful American wife, Agnes (Joy) Salm-Salm. After receiving a military education at Berlin, Felix Salm-Salm served in the Prussian cavalry and was wounded in the 1848 Schleswig-Holstein conflict. He later joined the Austrian Army to escape creditors but soon found that situation untenable. Salm-Salm, who spoke no English, sailed for America to offer his services to Union authorities in 1861. He landed a position on Brigadier General Louis Blenker’s staff and served during Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), after which Blenker was relieved, costing Salm-Salm his job.

Thanks largely to his wife’s efforts, Salm-Salm secured command of the 8th New York Infantry, a mostly German regiment, with which he participated in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) but in reserve. The regiment’s enlistment expired in April 1863, leaving Salm-Salm without a command. Failing in his attempt to recruit a regiment, he remained unemployed for more than a year until, again with his wife’s help, in June 1864 he became colonel of the 68th New York Infantry.

The regiment served mostly in rear areas, guarding the railroad at Bridgeport, Alabama, in support of Major General William T. Sherman’s main effort in Georgia, but in December 1864 Salm-Salm served on Major General James Steedman’s staff during the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864) and led a provisional brigade in pursuit of the scattered Confederates. On April 13, 1865, Salm-Salm was brevetted brigadier general of volunteers. Following garrison duty in Atlanta and Savannah, he mustered out of federal service in November 1865.

Months later Salm-Salm sailed for Mexico to offer his services to the beleaguered Emperor Maximilian. Salm-Salm saw some action with the emperor’s troops before joining Maximilian’s official staff in April 1867. Captured along with Maximilian in May, Salm-Salm was soon released, again thanks to Agnes’s efforts, and thus, unlike the emperor and two of his generals, avoided execution. Salm-Salm returned to Germany, wrote a memoir of his Mexico experiences, and secured a major’s commission in the Prussian Army. He was mortally wounded on August 18, 1870 in the Battle of Gravelotte (St. Privat) during the Franco-Prussian War.
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Salomon, Edward

Birth Date: August 11, 1828

Death Date: April 21, 1909

Governor of Wisconsin. Edward Saloman was born on August 11, 1828, in Strobeck, Prussia, and graduated from the University of Berlin in 1849. Later that year, he immigrated to the United States and settled in Wisconsin. After teaching school for a time, he studied law. Passing the bar in 1855, he established a successful practice. Saloman entered local politics as a Democrat, but by 1860 he had become a Republican. In 1861 he was elected lieutenant governor. He and Governor Louis P. Harvey took office in January 1862. Harvey died on April 19 during a trip to visit Wisconsin soldiers in Tennessee, and Saloman became governor.

Saloman’s coarse personality did not always ingratiate him with his constituents, but he strongly supported President Abraham Lincoln and his war policies. When Lincoln asked for more troops in June 1862, Saloman willingly obliged, but many in his state were reluctant to answer the call, especially in the immigrant communities, in which support for the war was not terribly high. During the summer of 1863, numerous Wisconsin communities witnessed draft riots, including the destructive Port Washington Draft Riot, and some draft resisters attacked the homes of Republicans and federal officials. Saloman responded with a heavy hand, ordering the arrest of hundreds of protesters and vowing to enforce the draft call by any means necessary. In the end, he raised 14 regiments but at the cost of his governorship. He did not receive his party’s nomination in 1863 and left office on January 4, 1864.

Saloman campaigned for Lincoln in 1864 and ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate later in the decade. By 1870, Saloman had settled in New York City, where he practiced law. He was an unsuccessful candidate for a seat on the New York Supreme Court in 1882 and later moved back to Germany. Saloman died on April 21, 1909, in Frankfurt-am-Main. His brother, Friedrich, became a brigadier general in the Union Army.
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Salomon, Friedrich C.

Birth Date: April 7, 1826

Death Date: March 8, 1897

Union officer. Friedrich C. Saloman was born on April 7, 1826, in Strobeck, Prussia. He served briefly in the Prussian Army and then studied architecture in Berlin. Following the Revolution of 1848, he fled his homeland with his two brothers, one of whom—Edward Salomon—would later be governor of Wisconsin. Friedrich Salmon found work as a surveyor before becoming chief engineer for a Wisconsin railroad.

In 1861 Salomon joined the 5th Missouri Infantry Regiment as a captain and saw action at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861). He was appointed colonel of the 9th Wisconsin Infantry on November 26, and his regiment was garrisoned at Fort Scott, Kansas, the following spring. On June 26, 1862, he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and given charge of the 1st Brigade of Kansas Volunteers.

In September 1862, Salomon took command of the 1st Brigade, 1st Division, Army of the Frontier. He performed competently at the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862). In July 1863 he took charge of the 13th Division, XIII Corps, and saw action at the Battle of Helena (July 4, 1863). The next month he was given command of the District of East Arkansas. In command for less than a month, he was dispatched to Little Rock to take charge of the 3rd Division, VII Corps, Department of Arkansas.

Salomon ably led his division during the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864) and was conspicuous at the Battle of Jenkins’ Ferry (April 30, 1864), where his actions were credited with saving the Union army from disaster. After returning to Little Rock, he saw little action for the remainder of the conflict. Brevetted major general of volunteers in March 1865, he left the army on August 25, 1865.

Postbellum, Salomon served as Missouri’s surveyor general before becoming surveyor general of the Utah Territory in 1877. Salomon died on March 8, 1897, in Salt Lake City, Utah.
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Saltville, First and Second Battles of

Event Dates: October 2 and

December 20–21, 1864

Engagement in southwestern Virginia that resulted in the massacre of as many as 100 Union soldiers, many of them African Americans. Saltville, located in far southwestern Virginia along the strategic Virginia & Tennessee Railroad, was so named because the area was a major producer of salt, which was crucial to the curing and preserving of meat for army rations. In September 1864, Union brigadier general Stephen G. Burbridge was ordered to advance on Saltville and capture it, thus cutting off the Confederates’ salt supply and severing the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad, then the only major link between Virginia and the military theaters in the west.

Burbridge led about 3,600 men, including some 400 African American troopers of the 5th U.S. Colored Cavalry (USCC) and part of the 6th USCC. He was delayed at Clinch Mountain and Laurel Gap by makeshift Confederate forces, however, enabling Brigadier General Alfred E. Jackson to concentrate forces near Saltville to meet the attackers. The Confederates had erected makeshift redoubts and barricades around Saltville and had some 2,800 troops with which to defend the hamlet.

In the ensuing First Battle of Saltville on the morning of October 2, the Confederates occupied the high ground. Union forces drove the Confederates back on the town of Saltville after five or six hours of fighting but ran short of ammunition, and the Confederates, who were reinforced throughout the course of the battle, managed to hold, despite a valiant assault by the 5th USCC on Chestnut Ridge. In late afternoon Burbridge withdrew, his retreat hastened by news that Confederate major general John C. Breckinridge had arrived with additional cavalry. Burbridge left behind some 350 Union dead and wounded on the battlefield.

Early the next morning under the cover of darkness, Confederate troops led by Brigadier General Felix H. Robertson and bushwhacker Champ Ferguson moved slowly toward the Union line. Finding large numbers of wounded soldiers, many of them African Americans, the Confederates began to shoot indiscriminately, although it became clear that their main targets were the wounded black soldiers. At least 100 Union wounded soldiers were slain. The massacre was shocking not only because it had violated basic rules of warfare at the time but also because it was clearly motivated by racism. It was also one of the worst atrocities of the war. Casualties during the battle and the subsequent massacre included 329 killed, wounded, or missing for the Union and 190 for the Confederates.

In December 1864 in the Second Battle of Saltville, Union troops finally took Saltville and largely leveled it in retaliation for the October massacre. After the war, Ferguson was arrested by Union authorities, charged with murder, and brought before a military commission on charges of murdering 53 people. The prosecution held that he was not, as his defense attorney claimed, a Confederate captain and hence was not subject to parole. Convicted, Ferguson was hanged on October 20, 1865. General Robertson, however, was never charged or punished for his involvement in the massacre.
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Sand Creek Massacre

Event Date: November 29, 1864

Slaughter of peaceful Native Americans by Colorado militiamen. In the spring of 1864, some Cheyenne groups, particularly the Dog Soldiers, responded to settler encroachments on their lands in the Colorado Territory with sporadic raids. Territorial governor John Evans, hoping to use the raids as a pretext to seize mineral-rich Cheyenne and Arapaho lands, authorized Colonel John M. Chivington to attack the tribes.

Black Kettle, a Southern Cheyenne leader who favored peace, traveled to Denver for talks with Evans and Chivington in September 1864. Chivington ordered Black Kettle to take his band of 500 people to Fort Lyon, where they would be protected. When the Cheyennes arrived, the fort’s commander, Major Scott Anthony, instructed them to camp 40 miles away at Sand Creek. Several hundred Arapahos accompanied the Cheyennes, but all except about 100 left Sand Creek in early November to hunt.

Chafing to strike a blow against the Native Americans, Chivington briefly considered an expedition against the Sioux. He rejected the idea as too risky, deciding instead to attack the Cheyennes and Arapahos at Sand Creek.

Chivington secretly moved 700 short-term volunteers under his command plus four howitzers of his 3rd Colorado Cavalry to Fort Lyon in late November. When Chivington announced his intention to attack the Cheyenne camp, some of his subordinate officers argued that the Native Americans were peaceful. He silenced them with the threat of a court-martial.

The troops marched throughout the night of November 28–29 and reached Sand Creek just before dawn. Some Cheyenne women spotted them, but the soldiers assured them that no harm was intended. Shortly afterward, the attack began. The Native Americans were taken by surprise, with many still asleep in their lodges. Black Kettle displayed both an American flag and a white truce flag while trying to calm his people. The troops shot down the Cheyennes clustered around the flags and charged on horseback through the camp, firing at the fleeing people. Several women were killed while attempting to surrender.

Most of Chivington’s men spent the next several hours scouring the area and killing any Native Americans they found. Others engaged in a skirmish with some Cheyenne and Arapaho warriors who had taken up a defensive position outside the camp. These warriors held off the troops until nightfall and then escaped. Nine U.S. soldiers were killed and 38 wounded in the fighting. About 200 Native Americans were slaughtered, two-thirds of them women and children. Soldiers mutilated many of the corpses, even taking body parts as trophies. Some of the scalps were later displayed in a Denver theater.

The Sand Creek Massacre provoked retaliation from the Cheyennes, Arapahos, and some Sioux groups, sparking a conflict that lasted until 1869. Reports of the troops’ brutality also horrified residents of the eastern states, who denounced the massacre. The congressional Committee on the Conduct of the War launched an investigation into the massacre, as did a joint committee of the U.S. House and Senate and a military commission. Although Chivington’s behavior was heavily criticized, he had left the army and thus could not be punished.
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Sanders, John Caldwell Calhoun

Birth Date: April 4, 1840

Death Date: August 21, 1864

Confederate officer. John Caldwell Calhoun Sanders was born on April 4, 1840, in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and attended the University of Alabama before enlisting in the 11th Alabama Infantry Regiment in the late winter of 1861. That spring, he was elected a company captain but saw no action until May 1862. On June 30, 1862, Sanders received a serious wound during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862); he did not return to duty until August 11. At that time, he took command of the 11th Alabama, leading it in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), after which he was advanced to colonel. Sanders received high praise from his superiors for his performance at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

Sanders performed well in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) but was wounded again at the latter engagement. He then served on the division’s court-martial panel as he recuperated. He once again took up his old regiment’s command during the spring of 1864 and led it well at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). During the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), Sanders had temporary charge of his brigade. His service there brought promotion to brigadier general on May 31.

Sanders led a brigade during the early stages of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and orchestrated a commendable counterattack in the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864). Sanders was killed on August 21, 1864, as he led troops along the Weldon Railroad during the Battle of Globe Tavern.
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Sands, Benjamin Franklin

Birth Date: February 11, 1812

Death Date: June 30, 1883

Union naval officer. Benjamin Franklin Sands was born in Baltimore, Maryland, on February 11, 1812. His family soon moved to Louisville, Kentucky, where he lived until age 16. After a year of school in Washington, D.C., he entered the U.S. Navy as a midshipman on April 1, 1828. During a career that spanned 46 years, Sands became an expert at naval surveying and hydrography. Among his inventions to facilitate survey work was a deep-sea-sounding apparatus.

Following sea duty in the Brazil Squadron and the West Indies, Sands was appointed a passed midshipman on June 14, 1834. For several years he performed coast survey work. He was promoted to lieutenant on March 16, 1840. After service in the Mediterranean, he was assigned to the Bureau of Charts and Instruments at the Naval Observatory in 1844. Sands saw action near the end of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and later served as a commander in the Africa Squadron. He returned to coast survey duties in 1851 and continued that work until 1858, during which time he was promoted to commander on September 14, 1855. In 1858 he became chief of the Naval Bureau of Construction and served in that capacity until 1861.

After the secession of Virginia in April 1861, Sands supervised the burning of ships and warehouses during the evacuation of Union forces and ships from the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard. Probably due to navy officials’ suspicions of officers from border states, Sands’s next assignment to survey the Pacific coast was far from the war theaters. He was reassigned to the Atlantic coast within a year and was promoted to captain on July 26, 1862.

In October 1862 Sands became a senior officer assigned to the blockade of the Cape Fear River and Wilmington, North Carolina. To deal with the difficulty of maintaining the blockade against small, fast vessels, Sands devised a plan to use an additional outer line of blockaders. His creative formation resulted in the successful capture of more than 50 blockade-runners. The division also participated in the naval attacks on Fort Fisher, North Carolina, on December 24–25, 1864, and January 13–15, 1865. In the last months of the war, Sands commanded a division of the West Gulf Squadron that took possession of Galveston, Texas, following its surrender on June 2, 1865.

After the war Sands was promoted to commodore on July 26, 1866, and to rear admiral on April 27, 1871. From 1867 until his retirement on February 11, 1874, he headed the Naval Observatory. Sands continued to live in Washington, D.C., until his death there on June 30, 1883.
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Sanitary Commission, U.S.

The primary Union civilian relief organization during the Civil War. The U.S. Sanitary Commission was the outgrowth of a meeting of representatives of various relief organizations and concerned citizens in New York City in April 1861. The meeting resulted in a petition to the U.S. government to establish a sanitary commission patterned on the British example for the aid of soldiers in the field. The U.S. War Department issued and President Abraham Lincoln signed in June 1861 an official warrant establishing the U.S. Sanitary Commission, which quickly became the overarching organization that coordinated Union civilian relief efforts nationwide. Often considered a “women’s organization,” the commission was actually headed by men. Most prominent were its president, Reverend Henry W. Bellows, and its general secretary, Frederick Law Olmsted.

The U.S. Sanitary Commission classified its activities in three categories and organized itself along those same lines. The first category was preventive services. These entailed inspections of camps and hospitals for sanitary and health problems and the publication of pamphlets and tracts on medical and field sanitation issues. Because the civilian inspectors usually knew little about military medicine or field sanitation, the commission developed and published extensive checklists to guide inspections. Especially early in the war when officers, soldiers, and military doctors were learning their trades, such inspections produced significant results.

The second category was general relief, which the commission considered its largest function. This consisted of collecting and distributing food, clothing, blankets, medicines, and other medical supplies for sick and wounded soldiers in both field hospitals near the armies and general hospitals in major Union cities. The commission gathered and sorted supplies from more than 1,000 chapters nationwide and shipped them to agents assigned to geographical districts that corresponded roughly with the Union armies.

The third category was special relief, the term for care provided to soldiers outside the normal control of the army. This included assistance to soldiers going on or returning from leave or moving from facility to facility in the medical system. The commission operated soldiers’ homes and lodges to provide these men with food and shelter as they traveled. Additionally, the commission outfitted and ran special hospital ships and railroad cars for the transportation of sick and wounded soldiers.

Initially, the U.S. Sanitary Commission collected and distributed food and materials primarily donated by individuals and families. However, as the war progressed and the need grew, the commission sought funds to purchase supplies. It instituted large and very popular fairs in major cities in the North to raise money. Direct contributions from businesses, such as free or reduced train fares and discount printing costs, made contributions go further.

The U.S. Sanitary Commission dominated relief organizations in the North and was also able to quash occasional efforts by subordinate relief groups trying to target their efforts exclusively on units from their home states. Only in the western theater, where the U.S. Christian Commission had a considerable presence, did the Sanitary Commission have significant competition. The Christian Commission eventually limited its activities in the East to matters concerning the soldiers’ religious well-being.
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Sanitary Fairs

Fairs and expositions held to raise money for the U.S. Sanitary Commission (USSC). From the autumn of 1863 through the spring of 1865, cities throughout the North experienced outpourings of patriotic fervor that led to a host of sanitary fairs organized by women to supplement the diminishing finances of the USSC, charged with caring for wounded and sick soldiers.

The brainchild of Chicagoans Mary Livermore and Jane Hoge, the first fund-raising fair opened in their city on October 27, 1863, to widespread popular support. Aided by the region’s various women’s groups, businessmen, teachers, clergy, politicians, and farmers, the Chicago Sanitary Fair raised almost $100,000 in two weeks. Its success inspired other Northern women to organize similar events, beginning with the Western Sanitary Fair in Cincinnati, which raised triple the amount of the Chicago Sanitary Fair.

Despite the enormous success of the sanitary fair movement, USSC leaders became alarmed at some of the unintended consequences of the mania. Some female branch leaders in New York and New England, for example, became concerned that many patriotic women were devoting their spare time to planning fairs while neglecting the more critical but mundane tasks of sewing shirts, knitting socks, and preparing jams and jellies for the troops. Indeed, USSC male leaders were forced to use sanitary fair proceeds to purchase clothing and supplies to replenish diminished stocks in their central supply depots. The extravagant publicity surrounding the sanitary fairs was responsible for creating an illusion among many women that an enriched USSC had no compelling need for their continued exertions for the troops. The USSC commissioners, in an effort to exert some measure of control over the sanitary fair phenomenon, threw their support behind the 1864 male-organized Metropolitan Fair in New York City, which proved to be the most successful fund-raiser of the war, netting more than $1 million.

Despite the USSC’s frequent misgivings about the sanitary fairs, they marked an important watershed in the history of women’s involvement in the affairs of the nation. By organizing fairs on their own, women, rather than men, made the decisions about the nature of their contribution to the war effort, moving beyond the traditional domestic realm. The sanitary fairs for which records were kept netted a total of $4,393,980, no small sum for the mid-19th century.
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Savage’s Station, Battle of

Event Date: June 29, 1862

Fourth major engagement of the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), itself part of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Union major general George B. McClellan’s offensive up the Virginia Peninsula between the York and James Rivers against Richmond had ground to a halt in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), and new Confederate commander General Robert E. Lee had seized the initiative. His Army of Northern Virginia attacked McClellan’s Army of the Potomac at Mechanicsville on June 26. Following the Battle of Gaines’ Mill the next day, McClellan ordered excess supplies at White Horse Landing on the Chickahominy River to be burned. He detailed three corps—II Corps, commanded by Brigadier General Edwin V. Sumner; III Corps, under Brigadier General Samuel P. Heintzelman; and VI Corps under Brigadier General William B. Franklin—to form a rear guard at Savage’s Station, while the remainder of the Army of the Potomac withdrew south over the Chickahominy to a new base at Harrison’s Landing on the James. McClellan had a low opinion of Sumner, the senior officer of the three corps commanders, and, in a major error, failed to name a single commander of the rear guard, with the result that each of the three acted independently of the others. Savage’s Station was the crossing of the Richmond & York River Railroad east of Seven Pines (present-day Sandston) along the old Williamsburg Road. Savage’s Station was the site of a large Union field hospital.

Determined to drive McClellan from the peninsula, Lee put together a complicated three-pronged plan of attack. Troops under Brigadier General John B. Magruder were to attack in the center along the Williamsburg Road, with troops striking the Union right (Confederate left) under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson and those behind the Union left (Confederate right) under Benjamin Huger. Unfortunately for Lee, his plan called for close coordination and precise timing. However, Jackson was late, stalled north of the Chickahominy, and Huger was not where he was supposed to have been. Also, Magruder was suffering from acute indigestion and had been taking medicine that included morphine. He was in no condition to lead the attack.

At 9:00 a.m. on June 29, 14,000 Confederates under Magruder attacked the 26,000 Union troops of Sumner’s II Corps, the rearmost Union corps, at Orchard Station two miles west of Savage’s Station. Despite his significant numerical disadvantage, during a two-hour span Magruder succeeded in driving Sumner’s men back to Savage’s Station. There Sumner expected to be reinforced by Heintzelman’s III Corps, only to discover that it had withdrawn south to White Oak Swamp. Informed that Jackson’s men would not arrive until the next day, Magruder now proceeded cautiously, not attacking Sumner at Savage’s Station until 5:00 p.m.
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Photograph of Savage’s Station, Virginia, on June 27, 1862, two days before the battle there. It shows the Army of the Potomac headquarters with railroad cars in the background and covered wagons in the foreground. (Library of Congress)

Confederate troops under Brigadier General Lafayette McLaws carried the brunt of the Confederate attack, striking from woods across an open field, against Brigadier General John Sedgwick’s division. The Confederate right almost flanked the Union line, with fighting continuing on both sides of the Williamsburg Road until 9:00 p.m., when a driving rainstorm ended the battle and brought a Union withdrawal.

The battle claimed 919 Union casualties for only 450 for the Confederates. In their hasty retreat, Sumner’s men also abandoned 2,500 of their comrades in the field hospital. Although Magruder could claim a victory, Lee held him accountable for what he regarded as a less than satisfactory outcome and failure to vigorously pursue the retreating Federals. Subsequently, Lee exiled Magruder, the hero of the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862), to the Trans-Mississippi theater. Meanwhile, Lee sought to maintain the pressure on McClellan and the next day attacked him at White Oak Swamp.
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Savannah, Georgia

Largest city in Georgia during the Civil War and one of the South’s principal ports, with an 1860 population of 22,292. Savannah sits along the west bank of the Savannah River opposite South Carolina, which is on the river’s east bank. Savannah is located about 15 miles from the Atlantic Ocean and is surrounded by a vast network of expansive marshes, bayous, and swamps. The mouth of the Savannah River to the east of downtown Savannah was protected by Fort Pulaski, located on Cockspur Island, and by Fort McAllister, located to the south of Tybee Island. Fort Jackson, an old brick fort, protected the inland approaches to the city. The Union captured Fort Pulaski in April 1862 and blockaded the mouth of the Savannah River for the remainder of the war, thus strangling the city’s port and trade business.

Savannah, which was founded by James Oglethorpe in 1733, was considered an affluent city in the mid-19th century. Much of the lower South’s cotton passed through its port bound for foreign markets. The city also boasted considerable manufacturing for a small Southern city, especially upriver from the downtown area; this region even included an ironworks. Shipbuilding was also a lucrative concern, owing to the city’s proximity to the coast and abundant supplies of pitch and turpentine, which abounded in the forests nearby. Many of southern Georgia’s wealthiest citizens and planters built spectacular homes in and around Savannah, some of which stand to the present day.

The Civil War had a sizable impact on Savannah, as its economy suffered greatly from the Union blockade. The city remained physically untouched by the war until December 1864, when Major General William T. Sherman laid siege to it. Sherman’s March to the Sea ended in a Union triumph when Savannah surrendered on December 21, 1864, without a shot being fired. Once order had been established, Sherman, taken by the natural and architectural beauty of Savannah, did not order his men to loot or destroy it. Instead, he sent President Abraham Lincoln a cable presenting the city to him as an early Christmas gift. After the war the city prospered, chiefly because of the Savannah Cotton Exchange, which was created in 1876 and set worldwide prices for cotton.
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Savannah, Georgia, Siege of

Start Date: December 9, 1864

End Date: December 21, 1864

Last military operation of Union major general William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). The siege lasted from December 9 to 21, 1864. Savannah, located about 15 miles inland along the Savannah River in southeastern Georgia, was a key blockade-running port for the Confederacy and, at the time, was Georgia’s most populous city, with an 1860 population of about 23,000 people, including slaves. After capturing Atlanta on September 2, 1864, Sherman and 62,000 Union troops marched south and east through the heartland of Georgia, leaving a swath of destruction in their wake. Sherman’s goal was to capture Savannah and deal a crippling blow to the already-reeling Confederacy.

Sherman’s task was made somewhat easier by earlier Union victories in the vicinity of Savannah. Early in the war, the North had obtained limited success along the South Carolina and Georgia coasts. In November 1861, Union forces had captured nearby Hilton Head Island, just 20 miles north of Savannah, and took control of Port Royal Sound to the north. In April 1862 Union troops captured nearby Fort Pulaski, on Cockspur Island at the mouth of the Savannah River, which not only blocked Savannah’s access to the sea but also was near enough to allow artillery to fire into the city.

These proximate Union strongholds notwithstanding, the Confederate position around Savannah was very well fortified. Early in December 1864 in anticipation of a Union assault, the Confederates raised a 10,000-man military force of regulars and militia to garrison the city. The defenders were commanded by Lieutenant General William J. Hardee. Savannah’s difficult terrain, which featured vast salt marshes, swamps, bayous, and rice paddies on three sides, certainly worked in the Confederates’ favor.

During December 9–10, 1863, Sherman’s forces moved toward Savannah, taking positions to the city’s west, south, and north. Before he could continue the operation, however, he needed supplies. On December 13, one of Sherman’s divisions stormed and captured Fort McAllister, located 18 miles south of Savannah along the Ogeechee River, essentially opening the back door to Savannah. With that river now open, Union vessels moved up the Ogeechee to deliver badly needed supplies to Sherman. On December 16, ships unloaded siege guns, ammunition, food, and other supplies.

On December 17, with his men virtually surrounding the city, Sherman demanded that Hardee surrender or risk the destruction of Savannah. Hardee refused. Meanwhile, Sherman asked Major General John G. Foster, the Union commander in neighboring South Carolina, to seal off Savannah to the east, effectively trapping Hardee’s forces. This, Sherman hoped, would result in a quick surrender without the need for a full attack against Savannah.

In a desperate attempt to rescue his army, Hardee decided to abandon the Savannah defenses. Toward that end, he caused a pontoon bridge to be thrown across the Savannah River in the only way out of the city. In the evening of December 20, Hardee’s forces fled across the bridge, escaping into South Carolina. The following day Savannah’s leaders surrendered the city, and Union forces poured into Savannah without a shot being fired.

Sherman’s March to the Sea had ended in a Union triumph. Once order had been established, Sherman, taken by the natural and architectural beauty of Savannah, did not order his men to loot or destroy it. Instead, he sent President Abraham Lincoln a cable presenting the city to him as an early Christmas gift.
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Savannah Campaign

See Sherman’s March to the Sea
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Sawyer Gun and Shell

Experimental heavy rifled artillery employed on a limited basis by the U.S. Army. Sylvanus Sawyer, a Massachusetts inventor, developed the gun in the mid-1850s. He and his brothers Addison and Joseph produced cast steel rifled cannon in three bore sizes: 3.67-inch (projectile of 6 pounds), 4.62-inch (projectile of 24 pounds), and 5.8-inch (projectile of up to 53 pounds). Sawyer delivered the first of his cannon to the U.S. government in June 1861.

The key feature of Sawyer’s guns was the lead covering over the projectile, which expanded into the grooves or rifling in the barrel. The rifling imparted a spin to the projectile that was supposed to give it greater accuracy at longer ranges. Unfortunately, the expansion of this lead jacket also tended to absorb the explosive shock when the black powder inside the shell detonated, which made the guns susceptible to exploding.

Although Sawyer’s cannon had received favorable reports by the Ordnance Department before the war, only a few of his guns were actually purchased and used. The largest-caliber cannon were sometimes employed in coastal batteries; the smaller-caliber guns were employed only during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), and then on a very limited basis. A 5.8-inch Sawyer gun installed on the Rip Raps at the mouth of Hampton Roads in June 1861 fired on Confederate positions in the direction of Sewell’s Point in one of the few successful utilizations of the weapon. It fired a charged shell weighing 48 pounds and a solid shot weighing 53 pounds. Only one Sawyer fieldpiece is known to survive.
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Saxon Affair

Event Date: October 30, 1863

On October 30, 1863, the British merchant bark Saxon had just taken on a cargo of 150 bales of wool and hides at Angra Pequeña (now Lüderitz, Namibia) on the west coast of Africa when the U.S. Navy sidewheeler steamer Vanderbilt (15 guns), captained by Commander Charles H. Baldwin, came in, anchored, and sent an armed boarding party in a boat. The Americans demanded the ship’s papers of its master, Stephen Sheppard, and Baldwin subsequently accused the British ship’s crew of having secured their cargo from the American bark Conrad, which had been captured by the Confederate commerce raider Alabama operating in the vicinity and commissioned as the Confederate raider Tuscaloosa.

The Americans seized the Saxon and ordered its crew below. In the process, Acting Master’s Mate Charles Danenhower of the prize crew shot James Gray, chief mate of the Saxon, in the head, killing him instantly. A U.S. prize crew then sailed the Saxon to New York, where the fate of the ship and its cargo were to be decided by a prize court.

When word of what became known as the Saxon Affair was received in London, it became the subject of debate in Parliament, with numerous members demanding that the American responsible for killing Gray be put on trial in London. Prime Minister Henry John Temple, Lord Palmerston, ended the debate by stating that the British government would await the outcome of the U.S. prize court decision. Future prime minister Lord Robert Cecil angrily denounced the decision to leave resolution of the Saxon Affair entirely in American hands. Before Parliament went back into session, however, Foreign Secretary Lord John Russell hinted at the possibility of war, although he stated that the British would not be the ones to start it.

The American prize court ultimately determined that the seizure of the Saxon was unwarranted, and the ship and its cargo were restored to its British owners. Danenhower duly faced a court-martial, which found Gray’s death to have been an accident. Witnesses testified that Gray had refused to obey orders from the Americans and that Danenhower had threatened him with the pistol. Danenhower claimed that he had not known the pistol was cocked and that it had accidentally discharged.

In the end, the British government took no action. The Saxon Affair was significant in that it revealed the changed British attitude toward the Civil War. In complete contrast to the November 1861 Trent Affair, the British government had opted not to strike a belligerent position toward Washington, even in the face of anger in Parliament and the press. By adopting a moderate approach, London sent a clear message that it understood the shifting tide of the war and was not going to be become entangled in the conflict.
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Saxton, Rufus

Birth Date: October 19, 1824

Death Date: February 23, 1908

Union officer. Rufus Saxton was born on October 19, 1824, in Greenfield, Massachusetts. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1849. Saxton held a variety of posts in the army thereafter, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1855, and in the winter of 1861 he led an artillery detachment to Missouri, where he helped Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon put down a prosecession rebellion at Fort Jackson. On May 13, Saxton was advanced to captain. He later served as quartermaster for Lyon and Major General George B. McClellan before participating in the Battle of Port Royal Sound/Hilton Head Island (November 5–7, 1861). Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on April 15, 1862, Saxton commanded Union defenses at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, in the spring of 1862. He was later awarded the Medal of Honor for his defense of Harpers Ferry (May 26–30) during Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862).

In July, Saxton was again ordered south, and later that summer he was appointed military governor of the captured Sea Islands of Georgia and South Carolina, with his headquarters at Beaufort, South Carolina. Sympathetic to the plight of the newly freed slaves on the islands, he commenced a program whereby freedmen were assigned land parcels carved out of abandoned plantations, given adequate tools and seeds, and directed to become self-sufficient by planting garden plots to sustain themselves. They were also asked to produce excess agricultural products, including cotton, which the federal government would purchase from them. The program worked well and allowed many former slaves to become self-sufficient.

Meanwhile, Saxton also sought to establish a well-trained all-black military unit, which eventually became the 1st South Carolina Colored Volunteers. He mandated that recruits be treated with respect and promised the new recruits that they would be on an even par with white soldiers. This made Saxton a popular figure among blacks in his jurisdiction.

In early November 1862, Saxton allowed some of the black soldiers a chance to prove their mettle by participating in a series of raids along the lower Georgia coast. Their performance was so effective that the 1st Carolina soon became the Union Army’s first official full-strength all-black regiment.

Saxton remained military governor until the fall of Savannah in December 1864, at which time he was transferred to the Freedmen’s Bureau as assistant commissioner for Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. He left that post in January 1866 and became an officer in the Quartermaster Department. In 1882 he was advanced to colonel and named assistant quartermaster general. Saxton retired in October 1888 and died on February 23, 1908, in Washington, D.C.
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Sayler’s Creek, Battle of

Event Date: April 6, 1865

Engagement during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). The Battle of Sayler’s Creek occurred on April 6 southwest of Petersburg, Virginia, not far from the towns of Farmville and Burkeville, and proved to be the fatal blow for General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia.

Lee evacuated Petersburg and Richmond during the night of April 2, moving to the south and west. He hoped to move to Danville, Virginia, not far from the North Carolina border; resupply his army; and then link up with General Joseph Johnston’s forces in North Carolina. The next morning, Union Army commander Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant and Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac followed. The Federals quickly blocked the Danville Road, forcing Lee to redirect his army farther west toward Lynchburg. For almost four days, Lee’s men struggled to keep ahead of Union forces as they moved fitfully westward.

On April 5 Lee decided to reorder his army, sending most of the infantry ahead while the wagon trains and rearguard divisions under Major General John B. Gordon trailed behind. On April 6 as the Confederates approached the bottomlands of Sayler’s Creek, the terrain, combined with increasing gaps in the marching columns, made the Confederates vulnerable to an attack by the pursuing Federals. The wagon trains and Gordon moved to the north to seek haven. Meanwhile, the now-isolated Confederate corps of Lieutenant Generals Richard S. Ewell and Richard H. Anderson turned and came under a blistering Union attack. Around 11:00 a.m. on April 6, Union cavalry, commanded by Major General Philip Sheridan, assailed the Confederate wagon trains. Major General George E. Pickett dispatched his men to halt the advance of the Union cavalry, while the wagon train moved to safety.

Ewell, Anderson, and Major General George Washington Custis Lee now met to discuss their best course of action. Fully aware that they were outnumbered, Ewell argued that the Confederates should break contact and retreat into the countryside, using the dense forests to blunt Union cavalry attacks. Anderson, however, prevailed upon Ewell to stay and fight it out with the Federals.

Major General Andrew Humphreys (commanding the Union II Corps) and Major General Horatio G. Wright (VI Corps), recognizing an opportunity for victory, rapidly pursued the Confederates. While Ewell and his men crossed Sayler’s Creek and prepared to offer battle near the Hillsman house, the Federals rushed to attack and encircle the Confederates. Devastating artillery fire from the Union VI Corps now smashed into Ewell’s haphazardly formed line. The desperate situation became even more untenable when Union cavalry began pouring out of a surrounding woodlot. Ewell hoped that he had time to move what was left of his corps into the nearby woods, but as he rode to give the retreat order, it became all too obvious that he was surrounded.

Soon, whole Confederate brigades began laying down their arms as Lee’s wagon trains became trapped in the mud along Sayler’s Creek. Gordon’s rear guard now came under heavy attack, sustaining heavy losses. Recognizing that any further fighting would be senseless, Ewell surrendered his command. By the end of the day, approximately 8,000 Confederates had been taken prisoner, including Ewell, Custis Lee (General Lee’s eldest son), Major General Joseph Kershaw, and five brigadier generals. Union forces also destroyed or captured much of Lee’s wagon trains. This was the greatest number of men captured in combat during any conflict fought in North America. General Lee, clearly reeling from the defeat, lamented, “My God! Has the army dissolved?” Three days later on April 9 at Appomattox Court House, Lee himself surrendered what remained of his Army of Northern Virginia.
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Scalawags

Pejorative term used in the South after the Civil War to describe native whites who joined the Republican Party and assisted in implementing Reconstruction policies. During the Civil War, the Republican Party gained white Southern adherents in Union-occupied parts of Florida, Louisiana, and Tennessee, and this continued after the war. Perhaps two of the most prominent scalawags were former Confederate military officers Lieutenant General James Longstreet and Colonel John S. Mosby. After the imposition of congressional Reconstruction in 1867, which brought with it military occupation of the South to enforce black suffrage, and the election of Republican Ulysses S. Grant to the presidency in 1868, increasing numbers of white Southerners joined the Republican Party.

While many of these white Southerners were political opportunists, some had harbored Unionist sentiments before and during the Civil War. Native Southern white Republicans probably never exceeded 30 percent of the electorate in the Reconstruction-era South; however, along with the newly enfranchised African American voters, they helped provide the basis for Republican rule throughout most of the South during Reconstruction, which lasted until 1877. Clearly some Southern white Republicans fit the bill of the detested scalawag, some even in alliance with the hated carpetbaggers from the North. However, the majority of Southern Republicans had a genuine concern for Reconstruction, which they believed could only be accomplished by sweeping economic and political reforms no matter how unpopular they may have been.

Following the end of Reconstruction, the Democratic Party reasserted control throughout the South. After 1877, some scalawags renounced their Republican affiliations and joined the Democratic Party. Many former scalawags forsook politics altogether. However, a significant number remained active in Republican politics. For many years, scalawags continued to lead most of the state Republican Party organizations in the South. In a few Southern states, native white Republicans maintained sufficient numbers to challenge Democratic hegemony. While often maligned, the scalawags call into question the notion of a monolithic American South in unified support of slavery and secession during the Civil War.

TED BUTLER

See also

Democratic Party; Longstreet, James; Mosby, John Singleton; Radical Republicans; Reconstruction; Republican Party

Further Reading

Baggett, James Alex. The Scalawags: Southern Dissenters in the Civil War and Reconstruction. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2003.

Degler, Carl N. The Other South: Southern Dissenters in the Nineteenth Century. Boston: Northeastern University Press, 1982.

_______________________

Scales, Alfred Moore

Birth Date: November 26, 1827

Death Date: February 8, 1892

Confederate officer. Alfred Moore Scales was born on November 26, 1827, at Reidsville, North Carolina. He attended the University of North Carolina, eventually became a lawyer, and worked as the solicitor of Rockingham County before serving four terms in the state assembly. Scales enlisted as a private in the 3rd North Carolina Infantry in 1861 and was soon elected captain. In late October he was commissioned colonel and led his regiment, now designated the 13th North Carolina, during the Siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862) and in the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862). He also saw action during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Scales performed brilliantly at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

Scales was seriously wounded at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Promoted to brigadier general on June 13, 1863, and sufficiently recuperated, he saw duty at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where his brigade sustained high casualties and where he was gravely wounded for a second time. After a lengthy convalescence in Winchester, Virginia, he took up his old command and saw considerable action in Virginia, including the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Scales was on sick leave when his brigade surrendered at Appomattox on April 9, 1865.

After the war Scales settled in Greensboro, where he maintained a legal practice. During 1866–1869, he again served in the state legislature before serving as a U.S. representative during 1875–1884. He served as North Carolina governor from 1885 to 1889. During 1888–1892, Scales was president of a bank in Greensboro, where he died on February 8, 1892.
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Schenck, Robert Cumming

Birth Date: October 4, 1809

Death Date: March 23, 1890

Union officer. Robert Cumming Schenck was born on October 4, 1809, in Franklin, Ohio, and graduated from Miami University in 1827. He began a successful law practice in Dayton and was elected as a Whig to the Ohio legislature, serving from 1839 until 1843. He was then elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from 1843 to 1851. From 1851 until 1853, he was U.S. minister to Brazil. Returning to his law practice, Schenck joined the Republican ranks and supported Abraham Lincoln’s 1860 presidential bid.

Using his political connections, Schenck obtained a brigadier general’s commission in the volunteer army on June 5, 1861, despite his lack of military experience. He commanded a brigade at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and was then transferred to western Virginia. After briefly commanding forces in Cumberland, Maryland, in the spring of 1862, he was again sent to western Virginia, where he served under Major General John C. Frémont during Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862).

When Fremont relinquished his command in June 1862, Schenck temporarily led I Corps of the Army of Virginia. During the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), Schenck commanded a division before being severely wounded. As he recovered, he was advanced to major general of volunteers, effective on August 30. He went on to head the Middle Department and VIII Corps, headquartered in Baltimore.

Elected to another term in Congress in November, Schenck resigned his commission on December 3, 1863. He served in the U.S. House of Representatives until January 1871, at which time he became minister to Great Britain. He held that post until 1876. Schenck returned to the United States that year and began practicing law in Washington, D.C., where he died on March 23, 1890.
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Schimmelfenning, Alexander

Birth Date: July 20, 1824

Death Date: September 5, 1865

Union officer. Alexander Schimmelfenning was born on July 20, 1824, in Lithauen, Prussia, and became an engineering officer in the Prussian Army. As a supporter of the Revolution of 1848, he was forced to flee his homeland after the army put down the rebellion. He settled in Philadelphia in 1853 and worked as a draftsman and an engineer. By 1860, he was employed by the War Department as an engineering consultant. He volunteered for service in the Union Army when the Civil War began in 1861. On September 30, 1861, he was commissioned colonel of the 74th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment.

Having been injured when thrown from a horse and then having contracted smallpox, Schimmelfenning did not participate in any combat until the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–20, 1862), when he commanded a brigade under Brigadier General Carl Schurz, a fellow German expatriate. On November 29, 1862, Schimmelfenning was advanced to brigadier general and headed a brigade in XI Corps, which consisted chiefly of German Americans and German immigrants.

At the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), a Confederate force under Lieutenant General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson inflicted heavy casualties on Schimmelfenning’s brigade. During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Schimmelfenning had temporary command of General Schurz’s division, which was pummeled by the Confederates. Schimmelfenning was knocked unconscious by a recoiling gun on July 1. When he came to, he was unable to rejoin his men without the risk of being captured. Instead, he hid in a pigsty and did not emerge from hiding until after the Confederates had withdrawn on July 4.

Soon thereafter, Schimmelfenning was transferred to the Department of the South, where he contracted malaria and was on medical leave for months. Late in the war, he returned to active duty and participated in Union operations against Charleston, South Carolina. He once again became ill, this time with tuberculosis, and was given medical leave on April 8, 1865. Schimmelfenning died on September 5, 1865, in Wernersville, Pennsylvania.
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Schofield, John McAllister

Birth Date: September 29, 1831

Death Date: March 4, 1906

Union officer. John McAllister Schofield was born in Gerry, New York, on September 29, 1831. Raised in Illinois, Schofield graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1853. Commissioned a second lieutenant, he served for two years in the 1st U.S. Artillery and then returned to West Point as an instructor of physics. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1855 but, disillusioned by the lack of promotion, secured a leave of absence in 1860 and took a position teaching physics at Washington University in St. Louis.

On the beginning of the Civil War in April 1861, Schofield was commissioned a major in the 1st Missouri Volunteers. He favorably impressed Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon, the local Union commander, who appointed Schofield to his staff. In this capacity, Schofield accompanied Lyon in a series of small Union victories over Southern forces but advised against engaging numerically superior Confederate forces at Wilson’s Creek on August 10, 1861. Lyon attacked anyway and was killed. Schofield particularly distinguished himself in the battle and in 1892 was formally awarded the Medal of Honor for his role.

On November 21, 1861, Schofield was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers. In October 1862 he took command of the Army of the Frontier and the District of Southwest Missouri. Enjoying some success driving Southern guerrillas from Missouri and Kansas, Schofield also sought a more important command. He was promoted to major general of volunteers in November 1862, but the appointment lapsed in March 1863. On May 12, 1863, he was reappointed major general of volunteers and given command of the Department of the Missouri.
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Major General John M. Schofield was a highly effective Union officer during the Civil War. His troops defeated the Confederates in the Battle of Franklin on November 30, 1864. (Library of Congress)

In January 1864 Schofield assumed command of the Department and Army of the Ohio (XXIII Corps). He then participated in Major General William T. Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). When Confederate forces under General John B. Hood invaded Tennessee, Schofield eluded Hood at Spring Hill and entrenched at Franklin. In the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), Schofield’s men devastated the attacking Confederates. For this victory, Schofield was advanced to brigadier general in the regular army to date from the battle. He also directed his corps in the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16). Moving his forces by sea to Fort Fisher, North Carolina, Schofield occupied Wilmington on February 22, 1865, and then fought at the Second Battle of Kinston (March 7–10, 1865). Brevetted major general in the regular army, he commanded the Department of North Carolina until June.

Following the war, President Andrew Johnson appointed Schofield a confidential agent of the U.S. State Department and sent him to France, charged with negotiating with Emperor Napoleon III the withdrawal of French forces from Mexico. Schofield commanded the Department of the Potomac from August 1866 to June 1868. President Johnson then appointed him secretary of war. In March 1869 Schofield advanced to major general of regulars and took charge of the Department of the Missouri. He then commanded the Division of the Pacific and in 1873, under secret orders of Secretary of War William Belknap, traveled to Hawaii to evaluate the strategic usefulness of those islands to the United States. Upon his recommendation, the government purchased Pearl Harbor as a naval facility. In September 1876 Schofield returned to West Point as commandant, remaining there until January 1881, when he succeeded to command of the Division of the Gulf. In 1878 he also headed a board that reconsidered the court-martial of Major General Fitz John Porter and absolved him of misconduct at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).

After successive tours with the Division of the Pacific and the Division of the Missouri, in August 1888 Schofield succeeded Lieutenant General Philip H. Sheridan as commanding general of the army. During his seven-year tenure, Schofield pressed for improvements in the life of common soldiers through better rations, higher pay, and improved standards of living. He also sought to foster professionalism among the officer corps by a system of examinations for promotion, the creation of post libraries, and strong support for service schools.

Schofield proved to be an able administrator. He clarified the military chain of command by ending a long feud with the secretary of war, subordinating the post of commanding general to the secretary’s office, and agreeing to function as his senior military adviser. Schofield’s final act was to advocate the adoption of a general staff on the German model to better formulate grand strategic planning. This proposal was not adopted. Schofield was promoted to lieutenant general in February 1895 and retired upon his 64th birthday that September.

Schofield strongly supported U.S. intervention in Cuba in order to end the suffering of the Cuban people. During the 1898 Spanish-American War, President William McKinley, who distrusted both commanding general Major General Nelson A. Miles and Secretary of War Russell Alger, often sought the counsel of the retired Schofield regarding military issues. Schofield also played a major role in McKinley’s decision to call for an increase in the size of the regular army. In 1902 Schofield appeared before a congressional committee to support the creation of a general staff concept, contrary to the opinions of General Miles. Schofield died in St. Augustine, Florida, on March 4, 1906.
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Schurz, Carl

Birth Date: March 2, 1829

Death Date: May 14, 1906

Union officer, U.S. senator, and secretary of the interior. Carl Schurz was born on March 2, 1829, in Liblar, Prussia, near Cologne (Köln). He attended the University of Bonn but did not complete his degree. In 1852 he immigrated to the United States as a political refugee from the failed German revolutions of 1848. Schurz established himself in business in Philadelphia and then moved to Wisconsin, where he studied law and was admitted to the bar. Schurz almost immediately took an active role in American politics. A supporter of the newly established Republican Party, Schurz headed the Wisconsin delegation to the Republican Convention and was appointed to the foreign department of the Republican National Committee. He rallied German American support for Abraham Lincoln’s candidacy in 1860. Following Lincoln’s election, Schurz received an appointment as the minister to Spain. What he had really wanted, however, was a commission in the Union Army.
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Carl Schurz immigrated to the United States from Germany in 1852 and helped rally German Americans to vote for Abraham Lincoln in 1860. Rewarded with a commission as brigadier general of volunteers and later advanced to major general, Schurz proved an inept field commander. (Library of Congress)

Before departing for Spain in 1861, Schurz helped raise German regiments for federal service, and he returned from Spain in January 1862 to accept a commission as a brigadier general of volunteers in April 1862. Schurz served effectively in command of a division in the Army of Virginia during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and then assumed command of a division in the largely German XI Corps, Army of the Potomac, which was not engaged in the Battle of Antietam or the First Battle of Fredericksburg. He received promotion to major general of volunteers on March 17, 1863. Schurz nevertheless was criticized for his performance in the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), both of which proved disastrous for XI Corps. This criticism continued during the Chattanooga Campaign when he arrived late for the night attack in the Battle of Wauhatchie (October 28–29, 1863). A court of inquiry later cleared him of incompetence, but Schurz never again held a field command.

Schurz stayed in the western theater until the late spring of 1864, at which point he took a leave of absence to help coordinate Lincoln’s 1864 reelection bid. Schurz returned to duty to help recruit the Veteran Reserve Corps and then served as chief of staff for Major General Henry Slocum in North Carolina in the final month of the war. Schurz resigned his commission in May 1865.

After the war, Schurz worked as a journalist and represented Missouri as a Republican in the U.S. Senate (1869–1875). He then served as secretary of the interior (1877–1881) in the Rutherford B. Hayes administration. After Schurz’s lengthy government service, he again pursued a career as a journalist, winning broad public approval for his principles. Schurz died in New York City on May 14, 1906.
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Scott, Dred

Birth Date: 1795

Death Date: September 17, 1858

African American slave who unsuccessfully sued for his freedom. Dred Scott was born a slave sometime in 1795 to the Peter Blow family in Southampton County, Virginia. In 1830 Scott moved with the Blow family to St. Louis, Missouri, and in 1832 he was sold to Dr. John Emerson, a U.S. Army surgeon, for $500. Scott then accompanied his new owner to Illinois in 1834 and two years later to Fort Snelling in the Wisconsin Territory.

In 1836 Scott received permission from his owner to marry Harriet Robinson, another slave who had also become the property of Dr. Emerson. In 1838 Scott returned to Missouri and subsequently had two children with Harriet. When Emerson died in 1843, Scott tried to purchase his freedom for $300 from Mrs. Irene Emerson, John Emerson’s wife, but she refused. Scott thus decided to sue for his freedom.
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Portrait of slave Dred Scott, the unsuccessful plaintiff in one of the most important court cases in U.S. history. (Library of Congress)

In 1846, with the Blow family financing Scott’s legal costs, Scott filed suit for his freedom in a St. Louis, Missouri, court. Although he lost the first trial, Scott was granted a new hearing because hearsay evidence had been inappropriately used. In 1850 a jury ruled that under the Missouri doctrine of “once free, always free,” Scott’s residence in both Illinois and the Wisconsin Territory—where slavery was outlawed—had made him free, and therefore his return to Missouri had not altered his status as a free man.

Mrs. Emerson appealed the verdict, and in 1852 the Missouri Supreme Court reversed the decision. When Mrs. Emerson turned the case over to her brother, John Sandford, a New York resident, the case was transferred to federal court. Scott appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court after a federal circuit court upheld the Missouri Supreme Court ruling.

On March 6, 1857, in a 7 to 2 ruling, Chief Justice Roger Taney and six associate justices ruled against Scott, while Justices John McLean and Benjamin Curtis dissented. Taney declared that Scott was not, according to the U.S. Constitution, a citizen and therefore could not sue in federal court. Scott was instead, Taney wrote, a member of a “subordinate and inferior class of beings … altogether unfit to associate with the white race … and so far inferior that they had no right to which the white man was bound to respect.” Taney also rejected Scott’s claim that by traveling to Illinois and Wisconsin Territory, he was free.

After the ruling, Scott was returned to Mrs. Emerson as her property, but the sons of Scott’s first owner, Peter Blow, purchased Scott and his wife, Harriet, and promptly set them free. Scott died from tuberculosis in St. Louis on September 17, 1858.
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Scott, Thomas Moore

Birth Date: 1829

Death Date: April 21, 1876

Confederate officer. Thomas Moore Scott was born in Athens, Georgia, in 1829 to a farming family. Little is known of his youth, as most of the family records were destroyed in a house fire. He traveled to New Orleans regularly as a young man for business purposes and took up residence in Louisiana in the early 1850s. Scott farmed land in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, prior to the war, and in 1861 he recruited the 12th Louisiana Infantry Regiment. He was commissioned its colonel on August 13, 1861, when the outfit was accepted into Confederate service, and the brigade was first sent to Kentucky. The 12th Louisiana was present for but did not actively participate in the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861) in Missouri. Thereafter, Scott and his men helped garrison Island No. 10 and Fort Pillow.

During the winter of 1862–1863, Scott saw service around Port Hudson, Louisiana, and then participated in the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863) in Mississippi. He remained in Mississippi after the fall of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863, and served under General Joseph E. Johnston. Scott next saw duty during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and was advanced to brigadier general on May 24, 1864, to date from May 10. He won particular recognition for a furious attack by his brigade during the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20, 1864). Seriously wounded by an exploding shell during the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), Scott remained on sick leave for the rest of the war.

After the war Scott took up farming outside Homer, Louisiana, and also operated a sugar plantation along the Gulf Coast. Scott died in New Orleans on April 21, 1876.
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Scott, William Campbell

Birth Date: November 12, 1809

Death Date: April 9, 1865

Confederate officer. Born on November 12, 1809, in Powhatan County, Virginia, William Campbell Scott graduated from Hampden-Sydney College in 1827 and received a law degree from the University of Virginia in 1829. He commenced a legal practice in his home county and subsequently served two terms in the Virginia House of Delegates. He was also a member of the Virginia Militia, rising to the rank of brigadier general. An ex-Whig and a Unionist representing two strongly Democratic and secessionist counties in the 1861 Virginia Secession Convention, he joined many others in shifting his vote for secession in the wake of the bombardment of Fort Sumter and President Abraham Lincoln’s call for troops.

Scott then secured appointment as colonel of the 44th Virginia Volunteer Infantry Regiment. Shortly after the 44th was accepted into Confederate service, it was ordered to Beverly in western Virginia (now West Virginia) to reinforce Confederates under Brigadier General Robert Garnett defending against a Union incursion. The collapse of the Confederate position at Rich Mountain on July 11, 1861, left Scott in command at Beverly. His decision to abandon Beverly and retreat beyond Cheat Mountain, together with Garnett’s retreat from Laurel Hill and subsequent death, left much of western Virginia open to Union occupation. Although Scott received much of the blame for this, he nevertheless continued in command.

Appointed to brigade command on May 2, 1862, Scott served in that capacity under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson in the Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), seeing action at the Battle of McDowell (May 8, 1862) and for most of the remainder of the campaign. At Port Republic (June 9, 1862) Scott’s badly diminished brigade stalled the major Union thrust with a desperate charge and then regrouped to support Brigadier General Richard Taylor’s final successful assault on the Lewiston Coaling. Scott received high praise for his performance.

Scott engaged in no significant military action after the Shenandoah Valley Campaign, eventually resigning his commission because of poor health. He died in Powhatan, Virginia, on April 9, 1865.
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Scott, Winfield

Birth Date: June 13, 1786

Death Date: May 26, 1866

Union officer. Born at Laurel Branch near Petersburg, Virginia, on June 13, 1786, Winfield Scott briefly attended the College of William and Mary (1805) and then studied law. In the aftermath of the Chesapeake-Leopard Affair (June 22, 1807), Scott enlisted in a Virginia cavalry troop. In 1808 he secured a direct commission as a captain of artillery and was assigned to New Orleans. Following a letter to President Thomas Jefferson in which he sharply criticized the demonstrated incompetence of his commanding officer, Brigadier General James Wilkinson, Scott was suspended without pay for a year (1809–1810). He then returned to New Orleans (1811–1812) and was promoted to lieutenant colonel in July 1812.

Assigned to the Niagara frontier at the beginning of the War of 1812, Scott saw combat at the Battle of Queenston Heights that October and was taken prisoner. Exchanged, he was promoted to colonel in March 1813. Known as a demanding trainer who nonetheless was much concerned for the welfare of his men, in May he led the successful attack on and capture of Fort George, Ontario, where he was wounded. Promoted to brigadier general in March 1814, Scott led a brigade in Major General Jacob Brown’s invasion of Canada, distinguishing himself in July in the Battles of Chippewa and Lundy’s Lane, in which he was wounded twice. His performance in these contests made him a national hero and won him the Thanks of Congress, a gold medal, and a brevet promotion to major general.
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A brevet lieutenant general, Winfield Scott was one of the most capable officers in American history and commanded the Union Army at the beginning of the Civil War. Although old (he had been a brigadier general in the War of 1812) and not long in command, Scott developed the strategic plan that brought Union victory four long years later. (National Archives)

Following the war, Scott wrote the drill manual Infantry Tactics that became the standard on the subject in the U.S. Army for a generation. Appointed to command the Northern Department in 1815, he twice traveled to Europe to study its military establishments. In 1829 he assumed command of the Eastern Division. He helped smooth relations with South Carolina during the Nullification Crisis of 1832 and again showed great diplomatic skills in easing tensions with Britain over the U.S.-Canadian border in 1838 and 1839. He was also heavily involved in Native American affairs, negotiating the Treaty of Fort Armstrong with the Sauks and Foxes in 1832, commanding U.S. forces in 1836 during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), and overseeing the Cherokee removal in 1838.

Appointed commanding general of the U.S. Army with the rank of permanent major general in July 1841, during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) Scott planned and carried out the amphibious landing at Veracruz of March 9, 1847, and the subsequent 260-mile march to Mexico City, one of the most brilliant in U.S. military history, carried out without a reverse while greatly outnumbered and deep in enemy territory. Scott’s troops occupied Mexico City on September 14. He ignored President James K. Polk’s orders to recommence fighting and secured peace in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo on February 2, 1848.

Scott’s performance in the war brought the Thanks of Congress and the enmity of President Polk, who set out to ruin him and removed him from his post as commanding general. Scott ran for the presidency as the Whig candidate in 1852 but carried only four states.

Brevetted lieutenant general in 1855, retroactive to 1847, Scott was sent west by President Franklin Pierce to end tensions with the British over the Puget Sound area and specifically a dispute over San Juan Island. With the sectional crisis looming, in 1860 Scott urged President James Buchanan without success to make preparations for war, to include strengthening forts in the South.

In his position as general in chief and President Abraham Lincoln’s closest military adviser, in April 1861 Scott urged the president to abandon Fort Sumter in South Carolina and Fort Pickens in Florida as indefensible. Some in the cabinet called Scott’s loyalty into question, and Lincoln authorized expeditions to resupply both without Scott’s involvement. Scott attempted without success to persuade Colonel Robert E. Lee to accept the field command of the U.S. Army in the war. Scott was also one of the few in Washington to understand that the war would be both long and difficult. Members of Congress scoffed when Scott requested 300,000 men to serve three-year enlistments rather than 90 days. The war would have proceeded quite differently had Scott’s counsel been followed.

Scott developed the strategic plan to impose a naval blockade of the Confederate coasts while training a large army to then cooperate with the navy to bisect the South along its great rivers. This so-called Anaconda Plan ultimately brought victory.

After 54 years in military service and the longest tenure as a general officer in U.S. history, Scott retired from the army in November 1861, forced out and replaced by Major General George B. McClellan. Scott moved to West Point, where he wrote his memoirs and died on May 28, 1866. Known as “Old Fuss and Feathers,” Scott loved display. A brilliant trainer, careful planner, consummate strategist, successful diplomat, and highly effective field commander, Scott ranks as one of the most important military leaders in U.S. military history.
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Scurry, William Read

Birth Date: February 10, 1821

Death Date: April 30, 1864

Confederate officer. William Read Scurry was born on February 10, 1821, in Gallatin, Tennessee, but moved to Texas when he was 16 years old, settling in San Augustine. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he enlisted as a private in the 2nd Texas Mounted Volunteers. He performed well and mustered out in 1848 as a major. During 1859, he served as a commissioner on the Texas–New Mexico boundary commission, and in 1861 he was a delegate to his state’s secession convention.

In 1861 Scurry joined the 4th Texas Cavalry as its lieutenant colonel and was a participant in Brigadier General Henry H. Sibley’s failed New Mexico Campaign (November 1861–May 1862). Scurry performed well at the Battles of Val Verde (February 21, 1862) and Glorieta Pass (March 26–28, 1862) and was rewarded with a promotion to colonel in March and to brigadier general to date from September 12, 1862. In January 1863 when Major General John B. Magruder defeated Union forces at Galveston, Scurry successfully commanded a brigade there.

After commanding the Eastern Sub-District of Texas, Scurry assumed command of a brigade in Major General John G. Walker’s Texas Division in Louisiana. Scurry took part in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), during which he ably led his brigade at the Battles of Mansfield (April 8, 1864) and Pleasant Hill (April 9, 1864). Scurry’s command was then rushed to Arkansas to oppose the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864). On April 30 as Scurry’s brigade tried to block a Union force at Jenkins’ Ferry, Scurry was badly wounded but refused to abandon his men to seek medical treatment. He bled to death on the field of battle that same day.
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Seacoast Guns

Artillery pieces specifically intended for coastal defense. Seacoast guns were generally the largest artillery pieces and were specifically designed to project the largest shells at long range to protect coastal areas against attacking warships. During the Civil War, however, circumstances forced both sides to employ a wide variety of lighter field and siege guns in a coastal defense role. Thus, at the very beginning of the war, the Confederates secured at the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard some 1,195 cannon, including 52 IX-inch Dahlgren naval guns; many of these were soon on their way to seacoast fortifications throughout the South.

Artillery specifically intended for seacoast defense included 42-pounder guns of Model 1839, 8- and 10-inch seacoast howitzers and columbiads also of Model 1839, and the later 8-, 10-, 12-, and 15-inch Rodmans. All the aforementioned were smoothbore guns, but banded and rifled 42-pounders as well as Parrott rifled guns served in a seacoast defense role, and Union forces utilized 10-inch Parrotts against Confederate-held Fort Sumter and Charleston.
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Seacoast Columbiad guns of the Confederate water battery at Warrington, Florida, February 1861. (National Archives)

Seacoast guns were usually placed on barbette platforms or swiveling casemate carriages, most of which were of iron. Although the heavy seacoast guns required block and tackle and thus took considerable time to load, this disadvantage was more than offset by their great range and hitting power.
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Sears, Claudius Wistar

Birth Date: November 8, 1817

Death Date: February 15, 1891

Confederate officer. Claudius Wistar Sears was born on November 8, 1817, in Peru, Massachusetts, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841. After only a year’s service, he resigned from the army and became a teacher at an academy in Holly Springs, Mississippi. He also taught engineering and mathematics in New Orleans at the precursor institution to Tulane University before returning to Holly Springs.

Sympathetic to the Confederate cause, Sears enlisted in the Confederate Army with the beginning of the Civil War and soon became a captain in the 17th Mississippi Infantry Regiment. The regiment saw much action in Virginia through 1861 and 1862 before Sears returned to Mississippi. He was advanced to colonel on December 11, 1862, and assumed command of the 46th Mississippi Infantry.

Sears led his regiment ably at the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862) and was on hand for much of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), during which he led a garrison detachment along the Yazoo River and performed well at the Battles of Port Gibson (May 1, 1863) and Champion Hill (May 16, 1863). Sears was taken prisoner on July 4, 1863, with the surrender of Vicksburg and was not exchanged until October.

Advanced to brigadier general to date from March 1, 1864, Sears saw action in northern Georgia with the Army of Tennessee. During the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), he was often absent due to illness and missed most of the heavy fighting. He returned to action in the Battle of Allatoona (October 5, 1864), where he was lauded for his performance.

In the autumn of 1864, Sears saw action in Tennessee, earning kudos during the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), where his brigade helped to buckle the main Union line for a time. During the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864), Sears was severely wounded, losing a leg, and was taken prisoner. He was not released until June 23, 1865.

Sears eventually became chairman of the Mathematics Department at the University of Mississippi. He died on February 15, 1891, in Oxford, Mississippi.
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Secession

The withdrawal from the Union of 11 southern states. Seven states of the lower South seceded during the presidency of James Buchanan. These were South Carolina (December 20, 1860), Mississippi (January 9, 1861), Florida (January 10, 1861), Alabama (January 11, 1861), Georgia (January 19, 1861), Louisiana (January 26, 1861), and Texas (February 1, 1861).

On February 8, 1861, delegates from these states adopted the Confederate Constitution at Montgomery, Alabama, and elected Jefferson Davis president of the Confederate States of America the next day. The Virginia Secession Convention convened on February 13. Although initially rejecting secession, in the wake of the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter the convention finally approved it on April 17, two days after President Abraham Lincoln’s call for 75,000 volunteers (of which Virginia would have had to supply 2,340) to suppress the insurrection.

Two states followed suit with near-unanimous convention votes in favor of secession: Arkansas (May 6, 1861) and North Carolina (May 20, 1861). A contentious popular vote for secession in Tennessee (June 8, 1861) brought the secession total to 11. The situations in Kentucky and Missouri remained ambiguous, as each claimed Union and Confederate governments. In Virginia, the Unionist western portion of the state separated from Virginia on August 20, 1862, and entered the Union on June 20, 1863, as the state of West Virginia.

Between June and September 1861, Maryland teetered on the edge of secession. On June 11, 1861, the Maryland Senate passed a resolution affirming both Maryland’s allegiance to the Union and a state’s right to secede and recommended recognition of the Confederacy and a halt to the war. A further meeting planned for September to consider secession was halted by the arrests of various legislators pursuant to the September 11 orders of Lincoln’s secretary of war, Simon Cameron. By November 1861, the pro-Union results of the gubernatorial and legislative elections, enhanced by Union troops preventing secessionists’ access to the polls, would ensure that Maryland remained in the Union.

The road to Southern secession was decades in the making, and the legitimacy of the act remains debated. Clearly relevant, against the larger backdrop of the divergence between the sections’ two increasingly different civilizations, were two key issues—slavery and the Constitution—over which Unionists and secessionists came to differ. To hold that the South seceded only to preserve slavery is overly simplistic, just as it is unhistorical to argue that either side actually went to war on this issue. The best recent explanations of the sectional tension relating to slavery refer to it as a conflict of legal views over property rights (with the slaveholders demanding and the North increasingly rejecting the recognition of property in slaves, just as both recognized property in inanimate objects). Other historians term the issue “the problem of constitutional evil.” The moral standards of one section evolved (although the extent and pervasiveness of this evolution should not be overestimated) beyond the compromise enshrined as positive law in the U.S. Constitution, which had implicitly recognized the existence of slavery and, as Chief Justice Roger Taney opined in the Dred Scott decision (1857), declined to delegate explicitly to the federal government the power to eliminate it.

State Secession by Date
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From the seceding states’ point of view, the concern was whether the North could be expected to commit indefinitely to standing by the terms of the federal compact as they envisioned them. If not, the drastic and ultimate remedy rested in an exercise of the sovereignty that they believed their states had reserved, explicitly or otherwise, while ratifying the U.S. Constitution, thus the second interpretive disconnect between the sections. Once the 1860 presidential election put into power a candidate who received all of the required electoral votes exclusively from Northern states (coupled with their fears of growing sectional disparity in population, territory, and economic power), Southern politicians came to doubt their ability to defend their sectional interests and maintain the workings of the federal compact according to their understanding of its intent. Decades of wrangling over a protective tariff for Northern manufactures, which the South saw as appropriating its wealth for support of industry in the North, created additional skepticism as to whether any protection of Southern interests was likely from a Republican administration.

The immediate effect of secession remained ambiguous during the secession winter of 1860. But once the fateful decisions were made in Charleston Harbor, a “tremendous clash,” as historian Carl Degler has written, between “two national spirits” had begun. With the war under way, the proximate causes of secession faded. Instead, it became a struggle on the one hand for independence such as that of the colonies in 1776 and a struggle to preserve the “potential grandeur of the Giant of the Western World” on the other. The result settled by force of arms the questions of secession and federal supremacy, creating in effect a new nation.
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Secessionville, Battle of

Event Date: June 16, 1862

Engagement during the long Union effort against Charleston. Also known as the First Battle of James Island, the Battle of Secessionville occurred just south of Charleston, South Carolina. James Island, a swampy neck of land along the Ashley River south of Charleston, offered the most accessible Union land route to the city.

Confederate guns in a fort at Secessionville and a floating battery under Brigadier General Nathan “Shanks” Evans, commanding the 2nd Military District of South Carolina, had been shelling the camp of Union brigadier general Horatio G. Wright at Grimball’s Plantation to the southwest. Early in June 1862 the commander of the Union Department of the South, Major General David Hunter, headquartered at Hilton Head Island, authorized Brigadier General Henry W. Benham, an engineer by training, to erect a battery to silence the Confederate guns. Although this new Union artillery position drove off the floating battery, it was unable to silence the guns in the Confederate fort. On June 11 before returning to Hilton Head Island, Hunter gave Benham temporary command in his own absence of the divisions under Wright and Brigadier General Isaac I. Stevens, whose men were camped to the south of Wright. Hunter ordered Benham not to precipitate a major battle.

Following a daylong bombardment from Tower Battery on June 14, however, Benham believed that he could eliminate it with the two divisions at his disposal and on June 15 ordered an attack for the next morning. The 6,600 Union troops (3,500 under Stevens and 3,100 under Wright) left their camps at 2:00 a.m. on June 16. The movement appears to have been designed to bring on a general engagement, although Benham later strongly denied that this had been his intent.

Colonel Thomas G. Lamar had actual command of the Confederate defenses at Secessionville, the strongest of which was Tower Battery, which was shaped like an “M” and stretched across the narrow neck of the peninsula, flanked by tidal marshes. Tower Battery guarded the only approach to Secessionville. Convinced by Union activity that an attack was in the offing, Lamar did what he could to strengthen the defenses, ordering his 500 defenders to dig entrenchments. Then at 2:00 a.m. on June 16, just as the Union troops were forming up in their camps, Lamar informed Evans at his Adams Run headquarters that he believed a Union attack would occur that same morning. Evans immediately assembled reinforcements to march to Lamar’s assistance.

Between 3:00 and 3:30 a.m., Stevens’s men captured Lamar’s pickets and then, as quietly as possible, formed up for an assault. Wright’s men, with Benham, were to follow. At 4:00 a.m. the Union attack began, but it was quickly halted by Confederate artillery firing first grapeshot and then canister shot. At 4:15 Evans arrived with reinforcements, bringing the defenders’ strength up to 2,000 men.

Benham attempted two more assaults, both of which reached the fort’s parapets but were turned back. Sometime after 9:30 that morning, Benham ordered his men to withdraw. The Battle of Secessionville claimed Confederate casualties of 52 dead, 144 wounded, and 8 missing; Union losses were 107 killed, 487 wounded, and 89 taken prisoner.

Evans renamed the Secessionville installation Fort Lamar in honor of its commander. Benham was charged with disobedience of orders. Stevens and Wright both subsequently claimed that in a council of war held the night before the attack, they had warned Benham that he was deliberately bringing on a battle in disobedience of orders. Benham sought a hearing to clear his name but did not receive one. In August, President Abraham Lincoln withdrew Benham’s commission as a brigadier general, although it was later reinstated.
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Secret Service, CSA

Covert Confederate espionage unit. The Secret Service of the Confederate States of America served in a variety of roles, from espionage to diplomacy. Part of the Confederacy’s Signal Corps, the Secret Service Bureau was a covert organization that carried out and conducted espionage and counterespionage activities principally in the North but also in occupied areas of the Confederacy. The bureau was commanded by Confederate Army major William Norris, formerly a lawyer from Baltimore who operated the service out of Richmond. Much of the bureau’s activities were related to the relaying of messages to and from Confederate officials in Richmond to contacts in both Canada and Europe.

The Confederates employed an elaborate and complex method of moving messages that involved the use of postal inspectors loyal to the Confederacy through a chain of safe houses and contacts known as the Secret Line or “our government route.” One of the most important tasks of the Confederate Secret Service was the collection of open-source materials such as newspapers in order to gain intelligence about Union troop movements. Much useful information was obtained through unwitting journalists who detailed troop movements in their reports from the field. Another mission of the bureau was to ensure delivery of these Northern papers to commanders in the South.

Besides utilizing journalists and Southern sympathizers who resided along the Secret Line, the Confederates also employed women who served as spies and gathered useful intelligence. One such woman, Rose Greenhow, informed the Confederates of Union troop movements just prior to the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), which ended in a Southern victory. Belle Boyd, another notorious woman spy, supplied Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson with regular intelligence reports. Other aspects of the Confederate Secret Service that are not well known included its involvement in the procurement of ships in Europe and in blockade-running. Numerous Southern agents were stationed at Nassau in the Bahamas, where they directed the outfitting of Southern blockade-runners.

The most audacious action conducted by the Confederate Secret Service was aimed against St. Albans, Vermont, on October 19, 1864. The intent of the raid was to disrupt the focus of Union military efforts in the South by creating the illusion that Confederate forces had far-reaching capabilities to inflict damage well behind Union lines. The force involved consisted of 21 young Confederate cavalrymen led by Lieutenant Bennett H. Young, who had been imprisoned at Camp Douglas in Illinois but escaped to Canada and enrolled as a divinity student in Toronto. Young’s plan included attacks on three of the four banks located in St. Albans as well as against railhead and repair yards. In the raid, the Confederates secured $200,000 but did little damage to the town. One townsperson was killed, and another was wounded.
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Secret Service, U.S.

Union intelligence-gathering agency. During the Civil War, there was no centralized agency or department for national intelligence in the United States; rather, individual detectives or ad hoc intelligence-gathering agencies worked directly for the president or military field officers, such as Major Generals George B. McClellan and George G. Meade. Secret service work in fact encompassed a wide variety of personnel, civilian as well as military, including couriers, guides, overseas agents, cavalry patrols, army scouts, detectives, spies, Signal Corps employees, and even telegraphers.

Allan Pinkerton, head of a detective agency, provided the first significant organized secret service work beginning in July 1861. He did not work for the U.S. Army; instead, he worked directly for Army of the Potomac commander Major General McClellan, providing him with daily intelligence briefings and conducting counterintelligence work. Pinkerton’s most famous work in this regard was the capture of Confederate spy Rose O’Neal Greenhow in August 1861. Pinkerton also embedded agents in the Confederate capital of Richmond, where they worked with pro-Union sympathizers.

Pinkerton remained with McClellan for some 18 months, until McClellan was relieved of command late in 1862. With his methods and assessments often questionable, Pinkerton frequently provided poor information and routinely overestimated Confederate troop strengths.

Another notable person in the history of the Secret Service was Lafayette C. Baker, who organized counterintelligence as well as security for Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott, the general in chief of the U.S. Army at the commencement of the war. Because of the decentralized nature of Northern intelligence and investigative activities, both Pinkerton and Baker on occasion would shadow each other’s men, creating unnecessary redundancy. In addition to espionage duties, Baker and his force of about 30 men worked on tracking down deserters, subversives, and Southerners who were accused of having committed treasonous acts against the Union. Baker’s greatest recognition came with the July 1862 arrest of Maria “Belle” Boyd, who had served as a spy for Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson.

After Pinkerton’s exit in 1862, the U.S. Army was without an organized intelligence apparatus until the late winter of 1863, when Major General Joseph Hooker, who replaced McClellan as commander of the Army of the Potomac, created the Bureau of Military Information. It was run by Colonel George H. Sharpe, who shaped it into a major intelligence service operating chiefly in Virginia. The bureau was particularly helpful in the lead-up to the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and during the long Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

In the western theater, Major General Grenville M. Dodge cobbled together an intelligence operation in late 1862 that operated in northern Mississippi. It played an important role during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Eventually consisting of some 120 personnel, this network also operated in eastern Tennessee and northern Georgia beginning in the midsummer of 1863.

The U.S. government also maintained agents and operatives in Europe. There the chief goal was to stymie Confederate attempts to attain official recognition from foreign governments and to prevent the Confederacy from receiving monetary and material support for its war effort. Henry S. Sanford, U.S. ambassador to Belgium, was eventually tasked with organizing these efforts in various European capitals.

President Abraham Lincoln established the Secret Service on April 14, 1865, just prior to his assassination, in an effort to thwart the growing problem of counterfeiting that was taking a heavy toll on the nation’s economy. It was commissioned on July 5 as the Secret Service Division of the Department of the Treasury. The Secret Service’s first chief was William Wood, who doggedly pursued and shut down more than 200 counterfeiting operations. Ironically, on the evening of April 14, 1865, John Wilkes Booth assassinated President Lincoln at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C. While presidential protection was not originally one of the mandates of the Secret Service, this would later define its most public mission.
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Seddon, James Alexander

Birth Date: July 13, 1815

Death Date: August 19, 1880

Confederate secretary of war. Born near Fredericksburg, Virginia, on July 13, 1815, James Alexander Seddon graduated from the University of Virginia law school and established a successful practice in Richmond. He served two separate terms in the U.S. Congress (1845–1847 and 1849–1851), but poor health prompted him to retire to his estate on the James River. After Virginia’s secession, Seddon became a member of Virginia’s provisional Confederate congressional delegation in Richmond.

In November 1862, Confederate president Jefferson Davis decided to sack his current secretary of war, George W. Randolph, because of a disagreement between them regarding the movement of troops across the Mississippi River and because Randolph tended to act independently of Davis. To fill Randolph’s place, the president selected Seddon. Throughout his tenure in office—the longest of any secretary of war in the short life of the Confederacy—Seddon proved that his greatest asset was his ability to get along with Davis. Seddon was never, as some of his detractors would claim, a mere clerk running the War Department, but while exercising some independent influence, he carefully avoided any action that would seem to challenge Davis’s preeminence as the mastermind of Confederate strategy.
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James Alexander Seddon became Confederate secretary of war in November 1862, and held the position until February 1865. Certainly the most effective individual to hold that post, he nonetheless found it difficult to work with President Jefferson Davis who wanted to make all the important military decisions himself. (National Archives)

Seddon was initially a strong supporter of General Joseph E. Johnston and of the idea of reinforcing the Confederacy’s defenses west of the Appalachians, particularly in the Mississippi Valley, at the expense of the Virginia theater of operations. In discussions with Davis and General Robert E. Lee in the spring of 1863, Seddon advocated that the divisions of Major General George E. Pickett and Major General John Bell Hood, of Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s I Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia, should be transferred to Mississippi to support Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton in his efforts to defend Vicksburg.

Davis and Lee overruled Seddon, however, and the divisions remained in Lee’s army to march north with him and play important roles in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Several weeks later, with Vicksburg besieged and Johnston in central Mississippi in command of a heavily reinforced army, Davis and Seddon both strove to persuade the reluctant general to take the offensive in an attempt to raise the siege. Seddon wrote to Johnston and reminded him that as theater commander, he had authority to draw troops from General Braxton Bragg’s army in Tennessee, but Johnston refused to use his discretion. When Johnston continued to balk, Seddon wrote him a personal letter urging him to attack at all costs and offering to take the responsibility himself if the result should be defeat, but nothing Seddon could say was sufficient to persuade the general to fight. Vicksburg fell on July 4, 1863, with Johnston having made no move toward the Union besiegers.

Despite Johnston’s failure, Seddon continued to support the general. After Bragg’s defeat at Chattanooga that autumn and subsequent removal from command by Davis, Seddon urged the president to assign Johnston to command of the Army of Tennessee, and Davis, seeing no other viable options, did so.

That summer, however, with Johnston retreating rapidly toward Atlanta, the city he was charged with protecting, Seddon’s patience with the habitually retreating general finally ran out, even before the president was ready to take action. Seddon joined a number of other Confederate officials in urging Davis to sack Johnston. Finally, with the armies on the outskirts of Atlanta, Davis did so, but it was too late to save Atlanta.

Seddon was the most successful of the Confederacy’s secretaries of war. However, by early 1865, the general dissatisfaction and desperation of Confederate politicians had come to encompass Seddon as well as Davis. The growing anti-Davis faction in the Confederate Congress now strove to push Davis and those around him away from the conduct of the war. In January, the Virginia legislature called for Seddon’s removal as secretary of war. Humiliated by this denunciation coming from his home state, Seddon submitted his resignation on February 1.

Upon war’s end, Seddon was arrested by federal authorities and briefly imprisoned at Fort Monroe. When he was released, he returned to his estate in Goochland County, Virginia, where he died on August 19, 1880.
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Sedgwick, John

Birth Date: September 13, 1813

Death Date: May 9, 1864

Union officer. John Sedgwick was born on September 13, 1813, in Cornwall, Connecticut. After teaching school for two years as a young man, he enrolled at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, graduating in 1837. As a young lieutenant, he served in several garrison assignments before being ordered to Mexico during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), where his exemplary service was rewarded by a brevet promotion to major by war’s end. He was promoted to captain in 1849. Between 1855 and 1861, he was a major in the 1st Cavalry Regiment and participated in numerous operations against Native Americans.

Promoted to lieutenant colonel and then to colonel in quick succession in early 1861, Sedgwick was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on August 31, 1861. After service in the Washington defenses, he took command of a division in the Army of the Potomac. He was wounded in heavy fighting during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). His fine performance earned him a promotion to major general of volunteers, to date from July 4, 1862. He next participated in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), in which he was seriously wounded.
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Major General John Sedgwick saw wide service in the Eastern Theater battles of the Civil War and was wounded several times. He was shot and killed by a Confederate sharpshooter on May 9, 1864, during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House in Virginia. (Library of Congress)

After a lengthy recovery, Sedgwick took command of VI Corps, which he led during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). In that battle, he commanded the Union left in a holding action at Fredericksburg. Although he was slow to move, Sedgwick duly crossed the Rappahannock and engaged Confederate forces under Major General Jubal Early on Marye’s Heights. Moving west in an effort to trap the Army of Northern Virginia between his own force and the main body of the Army of the Potomac under Major General Joseph Hooker, Sedgwick was stopped by the Confederate II Corps temporarily under Major General James E. B. Stuart and withdrew to Fredericksburg.

Sedgwick’s corps did not arrive until late on the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and thus had little role in the battle. His corps saw heavy action in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), when it defended against attacks by Confederate lieutenant general Richard S. Ewell’s II Corps.

On May 9, 1864, while disdaining long-range Confederate rifle fire as he supervised artillery placement at the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21), Sedgwick was shot in the head by a Confederate sharpshooter and died instantly. He was widely regarded as a solid and reliable yet not particularly aggressive commander.
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Selfridge, Thomas Oliver, Jr.

Birth Date: September 6, 1836

Death Date: February 4, 1924

Union naval officer. Born in Charlestown, Massachusetts, on September 6, 1836, the son of a naval officer, Thomas Oliver Selfridge Jr. was appointed an acting midshipman on October 3, 1851. Upon his graduation at the head of his class of 1854 from the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, he was promoted to midshipman. Selfridge was promoted to passed midshipman on November 22, 1856; to master on January 22, 1858; and to lieutenant on February 15, 1860.

Selfridge distinguished himself as the second lieutenant aboard the sloop Cumberland during the engagement with the Confederate ironclad Virginia in Hampton Roads on March 8, 1862. He commanded the sloop’s forward battery until the ship was rammed and sunk by the Virginia. Selfridge was then the flag lieutenant in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Selfridge was promoted to lieutenant commander on July 16, 1862, and assigned to command the ironclad Cairo in the Mississippi Squadron. He gave the mistaken order that led to his ship striking two torpedoes (mines) and sinking in the Yazoo River on December 12, 1862. Selfridge escaped reprimand but was much criticized for his actions. One fellow officer noted that “Selfridge of the Cairo found two torpedoes and removed them by placing his vessel over them.”

Selfridge next commanded one of the naval siege batteries in the Siege of Vicksburg and after that had charge of the timberclad Conestoga, which became the third ship in which he was an officer to be sunk when it collided below Grand Gulf, Mississippi, with the U.S. Navy river gunboat General Price on March 8, 1864. He then commanded the large tinclad Manitou.

Selfridge commanded the ironclad Osage during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). On March 16, he led 150 men ashore to take possession of Alexandria, and on April 12 at Blair’s Landing, his ship’s guns inflicted significant casualties on Confederate troops ashore. Selfridge then commanded the ram Vindicator and the 5th Division of the Mississippi Squadron. Transferred to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, he commanded the screw gunboat Huron in the two attacks on Fort Fisher in December 1864 and January 1865, and he had charge of the naval landing party that contributed materially to the success of the second attack.

Promoted to commander on December 31, 1869, Selfridge commanded an expedition to explore the possibility of constructing an international canal across the Isthmus of Darien, surveying several possible routes (1870–1873). He commanded the gunboat Enterprise on the North Atlantic Station (1877–1880), during which time he also surveyed the Amazon River. He was advanced to captain on February 24, 1881, and headed the Torpedo Station at Newport, Rhode Island, until 1885. He then commanded the steam sloop Omaha in the Asiatic Squadron and was tried and acquitted by court-martial on a charge of criminal neglect that stemmed from an incident during target practice off a Japanese island when the bursting of an unexploded shell on the island caused the deaths of four Japanese. Selfridge was promoted to commodore on April 11, 1894, and to rear admiral on February 28, 1896. He retired from the navy on February 6, 1898, and died in Washington, D.C., on February 4, 1924.
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Seligman, Joseph

Birth Date: November 22, 1819

Death Date: April 25, 1880

Businessman and financier. Joseph Seligman was born on November 22, 1819, in Baiersdorf, Bavaria. He immigrated to the United States in 1837. Seligman initially settled in Pennsylvania, where he worked as a clerk and cashier. Two years later he started his own business with his two brothers—James and William—in Lancaster. The family business sold dry goods door to door to rural farmers. The enterprise was an immediate success, and in 1841 Seligman relocated the business to Selma, Alabama. His increasing profits allowed him to bring to America other brothers, who helped him grow the company. By the late 1840s, Seligman operated four dry goods stores in the Selma area.

Seligman went to New York City in 1848 and, along with his brothers James and William, established a clothing import enterprise, which soon became one of the city’s largest businesses of its kind. Seligman soon opened branch offices in St. Louis and San Francisco. In the early months of the Civil War, he entered into a lucrative contract with the U.S. War Department to supply it with military uniforms.

In 1862 Seligman established J. and W. Seligman & Company, a banking and financial house. The bank soon had offices in Paris, London, and San Francisco. Using his financial connections, between 1862 and 1863 Seligman sold some $200 million of U.S. Treasury bonds to the various German states through a branch office he had established in Frankfurt, an immeasurable help to the Union war effort. Well after the war, in 1877 Seligman played a key role in refinancing America’s war debt with the U.S. Treasury.

Seligman went on to become involved in numerous industries, including railroading, shipbuilding, steelmaking, and mining. He was a strong adherent of municipal reform and took a high-profile role in breaking the graft of the Tweed Ring in New York during the 1870s. In 1875 he was the city’s rapid transit commissioner. Seligman died on April 25, 1880, during a visit to New Orleans.
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Selma, Alabama

Important manufacturing center located along the Alabama River in central Alabama. Selma was served by two strategic railroads: the Alabama & Mississippi Railroad, which helped ship finished goods to other parts of the South, and the Tennessee & Alabama Railroad, which kept the town’s many industrial concerns supplied with coal and iron. Commercial traffic on the Alabama River also connected Selma with other parts of the country, namely the port of Mobile. In 1860, Selma’s population was only 1,809; an influx of workers and their families during the Civil War boosted that figure to at least 12,000 by 1865. Indeed, Selma became one of the Confederacy’s most important industrial centers, second perhaps only to Richmond, Virginia.

By 1861, Selma already had a critical mass of small foundries, niter and saltpeter manufacturers, and machine shops. Selma’s industrial output grew exponentially after New Orleans fell to Union forces in April 1862. That spring, Confederate officials decided to move the main Confederate arsenal at Mount Vernon, Alabama, to Selma, believing that Selma was safer and more easily defended. By the summer of 1862, the Selma Arsenal and associated naval foundry produced naval and land artillery, ammunition, and caissons. Three small Confederate ironclads were also built in the city. As a result of this wartime production, Selma’s economy prospered, and the city remained physically untouched by war until the very end of the conflict.

Beginning in the winter of 1864, Confederate officials became concerned that Union military moves in Mississippi might place Selma in jeopardy. Thus, they began erecting a massive system of redoubts and fortifications, some equipped with heavy guns, along the town’s perimeter. This effort, however, proved to be no match for Union forces on April 2, 1865, when they moved against Confederate lieutenant general Nathan Bedford Forrest’s 5,000 defenders. Quickly overwhelmed by superior Union numbers, the withdrawing Confederates set fire to at least 35,000 bales of cotton, sparking wider fires that gutted much of the city. The damage was made much worse by Union soldiers’ depredations. By April 3, much of Selma lay in ruin.
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Selma, Battle of

Event Date: April 2, 1865

One of the last significant engagements of the war. The capture of Selma, Alabama, was the chief objective of Union brevet major general James H. Wilson’s cavalry raid into Alabama and Georgia in the spring of 1865. After three months of preparation and training, Wilson set out on March 22, 1865, from Gravelly Springs, Alabama, some 250 miles from Selma, in the largest cavalry raid of the war. Wilson had command of three divisions, totaling some 13,500 men. Opposing him was a much smaller Confederate cavalry force of perhaps 5,000 men led by Lieutenant General Nathan Bedford Forrest.

Although Wilson hoped to destroy Southern military facilities throughout Alabama and into Georgia, the raid’s principal objective was the city of Selma. This important Confederate military manufacturing center was home to an arsenal, a facility producing heavy guns for the navy, arms factories, a powder mill, railroad shops, and military warehouses. Forrest’s men were widely scattered, and Wilson allowed Forrest no time to concentrate. Wilson also divided his forces, moving them along parallel axes and confusing Forrest as to his objective.

On March 31, Wilson defeated Forrest at Montevallo, 40 miles from Selma. Wilson then directed his men toward Selma. On April 1 at Ebenezer Church, some 19 miles from Selma, Forrest attempted to halt the Union advance with 2,000 men and six guns, but the Union cavalrymen were again victorious and drove the Confederates back into the Selma defenses. The Federals also burned a strategic bridge at Centreville, preventing Forrest from being reinforced.

The Battle of Selma occurred on April 2. Forrest had deployed his men in a semicircular formation in defensive works around the city, anchored at both ends by the Alabama River. The works had been built two years earlier. Neglected thereafter, they were still formidable. The city had developed fortifications and some heavy guns. The attackers outnumbered the defenders some 9,000 men to only 4,000, with half of the Confederates largely untrained militia. The Union troopers were armed with seven-shot lever-action Spencer repeating rifles, while the Confederates for the most part had single-shot rifled muskets.

Wilson’s force came up at 2:00 p.m. on April 2. By 4:00, with dispositions complete, Union brigadier general Eli Long led a dismounted assault across 600 yards of open ground against the Confederate right. Although Long’s men suffered 40 killed and 260 wounded (he himself sustained a severe head wound), in some 15 minutes his 1,500 men had penetrated the Confederate defensive line. At the same time, Brigadier General Emory Upton led a picked force of 300 men in a successful Union assault to turn the Confederate left, while Wilson personally led a mounted charge by the 4th U.S. Cavalry Regiment down the Selma Road. These simultaneous Union attacks were too much for the defenders, and many of the militiamen simply broke and ran. By midevening, Wilson’s men controlled Selma.

The Union soldiers took some 2,700 Confederates prisoner while suffering 318 casualties of their own. The Federals also captured 32 guns and considerable quantities of military supplies. Forrest was among the Confederate wounded, but he escaped. That night the remaining Confederates set fire to the cotton stores at Selma to keep them from falling into Union hands, but the fires spread to other parts of the city.

Wilson’s men spent the next week destroying the Confederate facilities at Selma before moving on to Montgomery on April 9, taking it on April 12. The raid continued until the capture of Macon, Georgia, on April 20. The Union success at Selma, coming a week before Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, on April 9, symbolized the collapse of the Confederate Deep South.
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Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry

Major Confederate foundry, shipyard, arms factory, and gunpowder works in Alabama. Established in 1861, the Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry was second only to the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond, Virginia, in terms of output of large seacoast defense artillery and naval artillery. Overall, the entire complex represented the Confederacy’s greatest concentration of war production. Located in central Alabama but far inland from the Gulf of Mexico, Selma was the ideal location for such a manufacturing center. The Alabama River afforded direct access to Mobile Bay and was navigable to large ships. The city’s two railroads meant that the Selma ordnance works was well supplied by coal and iron mines in the northern part of Alabama, while finished goods could be shipped easily to other areas of the Confederacy.

Businessman Colin J. McRae established the facility in 1861, when he was awarded a Confederate government contract to build a foundry and produce cannon in Selma. The Selma facility grew in importance as the Civil War went on, especially after the late spring of 1862, when Confederate officials decided to relocate much of the arms production of the Mount Vernon Arsenal (also located in Alabama) to Selma, which was deemed a safer site. This move had been prompted by the fall of New Orleans in April 1862. In 1863 McRae went abroad to serve as a Confederate agent in Europe and sold the foundry to the Confederate government for $450,000. At that point, Commander Catesby ap Roger Jones was placed in charge of the foundry works, which soon began producing coastal defense guns and large naval artillery. The Selma facility produced a number of large-caliber artillery pieces and was the only foundry besides the Tredegar Iron Works that produced the Brooke rifle. The most commonly produced Brooke gun at Selma was the 6.4-inch.

The Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry continued to grow, and by 1864 it covered 50 acres and employed as many as 10,000 workers, many of whom were slaves, women, and children. Approximately 3,000 people labored in the arsenal, while the remainder worked in the foundry. The facility also included an active shipyard that produced several ironclads, including CSS Huntsville, Tennessee, and Tuscaloosa. In addition to guns and ships, the Selma works produced gun carriages, horseshoes, buttons, and other military-related equipment. It is estimated that the facility made about 50 percent of all the Confederate cannon produced between 1861 and 1865 and as much as 75 percent of the Confederacy’s ammunition.

It would be difficult to overemphasize the importance of the Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry, for it made singular contributions to the Confederate war effort. By late 1864, however, its output began to suffer because of raw material shortages and other war-related disruptions. The facility remained in Confederate hands until April 2, 1865, when Union troops under Brevet Major General James H. Wilson invaded and seized Selma. His troops proceeded to wreck the city’s industry, including the arsenal and foundry facilities.
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Seminoles

Native American people whose traditional territory was in Florida. Seminole means “pioneer” or “runaway,” possibly from the Spanish cimarrón (“wild”). The Seminoles, known as such by 1775, formed in the 18th century from members of other Native American groups, mainly the Creeks. The Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Cherokees, and Seminoles were known by non–Native Americans in the 19th century as the Five Civilized Tribes.

Non-Muskogee Oconee people from southern Georgia, who moved south during the early 18th century, formed the kernel of the Seminole people. They were joined by Yamasees from South Carolina as well as by some Apalachicolas, Calusas, Hitchitis, Chiahas, and escaped black slaves.

The Seminoles considered themselves Creeks, and they supported the Creeks in war and often attended their councils. The Seminoles experienced considerable population growth after the 1814 Creek War, mainly from Muskogeans from the Upper Creek towns. Prior to the Civil War, some Seminoles owned slaves, but the slaves’ obligations were minimal, and the Seminoles welcomed escaped slaves into their communities. Beginning in 1817, the Seminoles waged three brutal wars against the U.S. government in a bid to retain control over their lands (1817–1818, 1835–1842, and 1855–1858).

By 1861, the Seminoles were split. Most lived in Indian Territory (Oklahoma), while a much smaller group continued to live in the swamps and forests of Florida. The Confederates actively sought an alliance with the Seminoles, and on August 1, 1861, Chief John Jumper signed a treaty with the Confederate government, which obliged him to raise five cavalry companies that would then remain in Indian Territory and protect it from Union incursions. Other Seminole chiefs, however, deplored the alliance and counseled loyalty to the Union. Some Seminoles saw combat, most notably during the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), while others served in the Indian Cavalry Brigade commanded by Brigadier General Stand Watie.

As the Civil War progressed, more and more Seminoles chose to remain loyal to the United States, and some even enlisted in the Union Army. The Seminoles in Florida, by now few and scattered, did not involve themselves in the war, but Florida governor John Milton made certain they remained neutral. He sent agents to parley with leaders and supplied them with trade goods and even ammunition. In general, however, the Florida Seminoles remained isolated and eschewed contact with whites. Most Seminoles still in Florida relocated to reservations during the 1930s and 1940s.
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Semmes, Paul Jones

Birth Date: June 4, 1815

Death Date: July 10, 1863

Confederate officer. Paul Jones Semmes was born on June 4, 1815, in Wilkes County, Georgia, the younger brother of noted Confederate naval officer Raphael Semmes. Paul Semmes attended the University of Virginia and later became a prosperous planter and banker in Columbus, Georgia. Active in the state militia, he became colonel of the 2nd Georgia Infantry Regiment in the spring of 1861, although he saw little action until 1862.

Advanced to brigadier general on March 11, 1862, Semmes saw significant combat during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Leading a brigade under Major General Lafayette McLaws in the Army of Northern Virginia, Semmes was lauded for his performances at the Battle of Crampton’s Gap (September 14, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). He was conspicuous during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). At Gettysburg late on the second day of fighting, Semmes led his brigade into the Wheatfield during an assault against the Union left flank. As he charged forward, he was felled by a severe wound in the thigh. Transported to Martinsburg, West Virginia, he died of his wounds on July 10, 1863.
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Semmes, Raphael

Birth Date: September 27, 1809

Death Date: August 30, 1877

Confederate naval officer. Raphael Semmes was born on September 27, 1809, in Charles County, Maryland. On April 1, 1826, Semmes secured an appointment as a midshipman in the U.S. Navy. He made passed midshipman in 1832 and lieutenant in 1837. In long leaves of absence ashore, Semmes took up the study of law and followed that profession when not at sea.

From 1837 until the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Semmes spent most of his time on survey work along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico. In 1841 the navy ordered him to survey Mississippi Sound, and at that time he established his legal residence in Alabama. During the Mexican-American War, Semmes commanded the brig Somers. In December 1846 while off the eastern coast of Mexico, the ship sank in a sudden squall. Half the crew was lost, but a court-martial found Semmes blameless. In March 1847, Semmes took part in the capture of Veracruz. Later he participated in the expedition against Tuxpan and accompanied Major General Winfield Scott’s forces to Mexico City as an aide to division commander Major General William J. Worth, who cited Semmes for bravery.

Following the war, Semmes again found himself in a navy with too many officers and spent much of his time on leave at the family home near Mobile, Alabama, where he practiced law for a time. In 1852 he published Service Afloat and Ashore during the Mexican War. Ironically, in view of later events, Semmes argued that if Mexico had employed privateers against U.S. shipping, they should have been treated as pirates. On September 14, 1855, he won promotion to commander and in 1856 was posted to Washington, D.C., as a member of the Lighthouse Board.

Following Alabama’s secession and the creation of the Confederate States of America, in February 1861 Semmes resigned his commission and traveled to Montgomery, Alabama, to enter Confederate service. President Jefferson Davis sent him into the North to purchase military and naval supplies and manufacturing equipment. Commissioned a commander in the Confederate Navy, Semmes met in mid-April with Secretary of the Navy Stephen R. Mallory. Both men favored commerce raiding as a means of hurting the North financially, weakening resolve, and forcing naval assets from blockade duties.

Mallory gave Semmes command of the steamer Habana at New Orleans, which was converted into the Sumter, the first Confederate commerce raider. Between June 1861 and January 1862, Semmes took 18 Union prizes. His ship in poor repair and blockaded by Union warships at Gibraltar, Semmes paid off the crew and abandoned the ship. In August 1862 he was advanced to captain.

Semmes next took command of a new ship contracted for the Confederates at Liverpool, England. He joined the ship at Terceira Island in the Azores. After supervising the mounting of its ordnance, Semmes in late August commissioned the ship the Alabama.

For nearly two years, Semmes and the Alabama ravaged Union shipping. Through July 1864 it took 64 prizes, and off Galveston, Texas, it sunk a Union warship, the Hatteras. Semmes estimated that he had burned $4,613,914 worth of shipping and cargo and bonded other ships and cargoes valued at $562,250. Another estimate places the total at nearly $6 million.

With his ship in need of repairs, Semmes finally put into Cherbourg, but on June 19, 1864, he ordered the Alabama out to engage the Union screw steam sloop Kearsarge. Perhaps it was a matter of pride, but delay would only bring more Union warships. In the ensuing engagement, the Kearsarge sank the Alabama. Semmes escaped capture, taken to Southampton on an English yacht.

Semmes finally made his way to Richmond via the West Indies, Cuba, and Mexico. Promoted to rear admiral in February 1865, he took command of the James River Squadron. When Confederate forces abandoned Richmond, Semmes was forced to destroy his ships on the night of April 2, 1865. The men of the squadron formed into a naval brigade under Semmes as a brigadier general. Semmes was the only Confederate officer to hold flag rank in both the navy and the army. After garrisoning Danville, Virginia, Semmes’s unit joined General Joseph E. Johnston’s army in North Carolina, where it surrendered.
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Captain Raphael Semmes commanded the first Confederate commerce raider, the Sumter, but won lasting fame as commander of the CSS Alabama. During a two-year span, Semmes wreaked havoc on northern shipping. With these two commerce raiders, Semmes captured 84 Union merchantmen. He also sank a U.S. Navy warship, but in June 1864, he lost a single-ship duel with the Union screw sloop Kearsarge. One of two Confederate rear admirals, Semmes was also an army brigadier general at the end of the war—the only Confederate to hold flag rank in both services. (Library of Congress)

Paroled in May 1865, Semmes returned to Mobile, where that December he was arrested and transported to Washington and held for three months. U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles planned to try him before a military commission on charges that he had violated military codes by escaping from the Alabama after it had struck its colors. After the U.S. Supreme Court denied jurisdiction of the commissions, Semmes was released.

Semmes was briefly a probate judge of Mobile County, a professor at Louisiana State Seminary (now Louisiana State University) at Baton Rouge, and then editor of the Memphis Daily Bulletin. Following a profitable lecture tour, he then resumed the practice of law. In 1869 he published Memoirs of Service Afloat: During the War between the States. Semmes died at his home in Point Clear, Alabama, on August 30, 1877.
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Seven Days’ Campaign

Start Date: June 25, 1862

End Date: July 1, 1862

Series of battles fought outside of Richmond, Virginia, that were part of the larger Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). The Seven Days’ Campaign included six major battles and numerous other smaller engagements that pitted General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia against the numerically superior Army of the Potomac, commanded by Union major general George B. McClellan.

The Seven Days’ Campaign is frequently neglected in Civil War scholarship, but it was important for many reasons. It reversed the momentum of the war, doomed McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign, and saved Richmond from a Union occupation. Indeed, within a few months Lee had taken the war into the North with an invasion of Maryland. The Seven Days’ Campaign also showcased the considerable abilities of Lee, who only took charge of the army on June 1, and witnessed the emergence of the Army of Northern Virginia as a formidable offensive fighting force.

In the early spring of 1862, McClellan proposed to take Richmond, not in an overland campaign as President Abraham Lincoln sought but instead by taking advantage of Union control of the sea and moving the Army of the Potomac by water to the Virginia Peninsula and then marching westward on the Confederate capital, at which time a corps under Major General Irwin McDowell, held back at the insistence of President Lincoln to protect Washington, would be released to join McClellan for the final assault. McClellan’s campaign suffered from constant delays, and he became known as “The Virginia Creeper” for his glacial advance. He was hoodwinked and delayed in a siege of Yorktown (April 5–May 3), and his advance was blunted at Williamsburg (May 5), but by mid-May the Union army seemed poised to close in on Richmond.
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Seven Days’ Battles (June 25–July 1, 1862)






	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength
	104,000
	97,000



	Killed
	   1,734
	  3,286



	Wounded
	   8,082
	15,909



	Captured or missing
	   6,053
	     946





Meanwhile, Lee, then military adviser to Confederate president Jefferson Davis, supervised construction of impressive field fortifications to protect Richmond’s eastern flank. McClellan brought up heavy artillery and fortified his positions east of the city, hoping to shell Richmond and its defenders into submission. General Joseph E. Johnston, commanding Confederate forces outside of Richmond, chose to strike at one isolated section of the Union army and destroy it before reinforcements could arrive and McClellan’s artillery could be put in place. The resulting engagement at Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) was a confused, poorly managed battle with no clear victor. Johnston was severely wounded, but the carnage seemed to unnerve McClellan and only reinforced his overly cautious nature. He also dithered, waiting for McDowell’s corps to be released, but Lincoln held it back in light of the success of Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s brilliant Shenandoah Valley Campaign. On June 1 Davis named Lee to take over for Johnston, and Lee decided to strike with full force with the aim of not just driving the Union army away but also destroying it. Recalling Jackson from the Shenandoah Valley, Lee prepared to move with 97,000 men against McClellan, with 103,000 men.

On June 25 McClellan advanced with Major General Joseph Hooker’s division of III Corps south of the Chickahominy River in an attempt to seize a position from which to bombard Richmond. In the ensuing Battle of Oak Grove, the Confederate division of Major General Benjamin Huger gave ground grudgingly, with McClellan gaining very little in the day’s action. Lee meanwhile massed most of his army north of the river for an attack on Brigadier General Fitz John Porter’s isolated V Corps.

Lee’s first attack came on June 26 at Mechanicsville, or Beaver Dam Creek. The Union army was divided by the Chickahominy River and thus was vulnerable. This began a solid week of relentless combat, and neither army had experienced anything like it. Leaving only a small force to defend the direct routes to Richmond, Lee struck McClellan’s army with overwhelming force. The Confederates took heavy casualties, attacking across swampy ground, but the Union defenders pulled back the next day.

The next day, June 27, an even bigger battle took place at Gaines’ Mill, where Union defenders took advantage of high ground overlooking Boatswain’s Swamp. Again the Confederates attacked and endured heavy losses. They finally reached the hill’s crest, broke through at sunset, and won a pyrrhic victory. That night V Corps withdrew across the Chickahominy to join the rest of McClellan’s army.

This sudden and relentless onslaught by Lee further unnerved McClellan, and he shifted from an offensive stance to one that would simply save his army from destruction. McClellan decided to pull his scattered army back and move to the James, where the Union Navy could supply him and provide fire support from its warships.

The next battle was fought on June 29 at Savage’s Station, as Lee’s army now crossed to the south side of the Chickahominy. It was another day of Confederate attacks and Union retreat that ended inconclusively, but McClellan continued his withdrawal. The best chance for Lee to defeat McClellan’s army was at White Oak Swamp and Glendale, on June 30. In savage fighting there, the Confederates came close to breaking the Union lines, but the defenders held on, bringing reinforcements into the fight that lasted into the night. The engagement ended with no clear victor.

The final battle of the campaign occurred on July 1 at Malvern Hill. There Union artillery occupied the high ground, supported by several corps of infantry. Again, poor coordination doomed the Confederates as they mounted several attacks over open ground and took frightening losses, giving McClellan’s forces a victory.

Following that engagement, McClellan pulled back to prepared positions at Harrison’s Landing on the James River. Total losses for the Seven Days’ Campaign were 15,849 for the Union (1,734 killed, 8,082 wounded, and 6,053 missing or captured) and 20,141 for the Confederates (3,286 killed, 15,909 wounded, and 946 missing or captured). During the campaign, Lee firmly established his reputation for aggressiveness and risk taking. He not only relieved Richmond but also gained the initiative in the eastern theater, although at a very high cost. He was also able to learn from his mistakes. He regrouped his divisions, bolstered his staff, and got rid of several ineffective commanders. McClellan, on the other hand, continued to cause controversy, blaming others—including the Lincoln administration—for his woes and repeatedly requesting more troops. McClellan’s performance contributed to the decision to replace him.
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Seven Pines, Battle of

Start Date: May 31, 1862

End Date: June 1, 1862

Engagement of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). The Battle of Seven Pines, also known as the Battle of Fair Oaks and the Battle of Fair Oaks Station, occurred in Henrico County east of the city of Richmond, Virginia. By May 14, U.S. major general George B. McClellan’s 103,000-man Army of the Potomac had reached its advanced base on the Pamunkey River only 20 miles from the goal of Richmond. Opposing it was General Joseph E. Johnston’s 60,000-man Confederate Army of the Potomac. Despite his overwhelming strength, McClellan now halted to await the arrival from Fredericksburg of Major General Irwin McDowell’s 30,000-man corps, which had been recalled by President Abraham Lincoln because of the threat to Washington posed by Major General Thomas J. Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862).

McClellan’s army was then extended in a great sideways V-shape, with the upper leg stretching out to meet McDowell while the lower leg reached just beyond Fair Oaks Station, within five miles of Richmond. Union troops were on both sides of the Chickahominy River: three corps on the north shore to protect the Union supply line and facilitate a linkup with McDowell and two corps south of it. North of the river were V Corps, commanded by Brigadier General Fitz John Porter; VI Corps, under Brigadier General William B. Franklin; and II Corps, commanded by Brigadier General Edwin V. Sumner. South of the river were IV Corps, under Major General Erasmus D. Keyes, and III Corps, under Major General Samuel P. Heintzelman.

Battle of Seven Pines (Fair Oaks)(May 31–June 1, 1862)






	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength, approximate
	103,000
	60,000



	Killed
	       790
	     980



	Wounded
	    3,594
	  4,749



	Captured or missing
	       647
	     405




General Johnston, having been informed that the Union threat from the north posed by McDowell’s corps had evaporated with its recall, planned to send the vast bulk of his army against the Union III and IV Corps on the south bank of the Chickahominy, now isolated from the main part of the Union army by the flooded river. Keyes’s IV Corps particularly was in an exposed position close to the Confederate lines. If Johnston’s men could defeat IV Corps, they would be in position to pin III Corps against the river and destroy it as well. The plan had an excellence chance of success if executed properly, but Johnston’s orders were both confusing and contradictory. Major General James Longstreet, commanding the Confederate right wing, was to carry the brunt of the attack. Conditions for both sides were made worse by a heavy thunderstorm on the night of May 30 that swept away most of the Union bridges and turned the roads into quagmires.

The battle began on May 31. Although two Confederate columns came together on the Williamsburg Road, limiting the attack to a narrow front, Longstreet’s men drove back IV Corps, inflicting heavy casualties. Only the timely arrival of Brigadier General John Sedgwick’s division of Sumner’s II Corps, which managed to get across the raging river, staved off disaster. Fighting ended at dusk. Confederate attacks resumed the next day, June 1, but the Federals had now brought up additional reinforcements, and the attackers made little progress and indeed were forced to withdraw under Union counterattacks. The Confederates then retired to the Richmond defenses. McClellan did not pursue. Each side had committed about 42,000 men to the fight. Casualties were heavy. The Union sustained 5,031 casualties (790 killed, 3,594 wounded, and 647 captured or missing), while the Confederates suffered 6,134 losses (980 killed, 4,749 wounded, and 405 captured or missing).
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The Seven Pines battlefield near Richmond, Virginia, June 1862. The Battle of Seven Pines/Fair Oaks of May 31–June 1 was one of the more significant of the war. Although a tactical Union victory, it so unnerved Union commander Major General George B. McClellan that it effectively ended his effort to take Richmond in the Peninsula Campaign. (Library of Congress)

The battle marked a significant turning point in the war. The largest battle of the eastern theater to that point, it was a tactical victory for the Union side in that the Army of the Potomac had held. But the Battle of Seven Pines unnerved the already overly cautious McClellan, always reluctant to commit his men, and saw the end of his Richmond offensive. Also, Johnston was severely wounded on the evening of May 31. He was succeeded by Major General Gustavus W. Smith, but Smith’s indecisive direction of the fighting the next day led Confederate president Jefferson Davis on June 1 to name General Robert E. Lee commander of the Confederate Army of the Potomac, which then became the Army of Northern Virginia.
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Seward, Frederick William

Birth Date: July 8, 1830

Death Date: April 25, 1915

Twice assistant U.S. secretary of state and the son of Secretary of State William H. Seward. Born in Auburn, New York, on July 8, 1830, Frederick William Seward graduated from Union College in 1849. He gained admittance to the New York Bar in 1851 and was associate editor of the Albany Evening Journal (1851–1861).

When William Seward was selected by President Abraham Lincoln as his secretary of state, he asked Frederick to serve as assistant secretary of state. In this position, the younger Seward acted as his father’s chief confidant and adviser throughout the Lincoln and Andrew Johnson administrations. Because Frederick’s mother usually preferred to remain at the Seward family residence in Auburn, New York, Frederick’s wife Anna served as the hostess for the elder Seward’s residence. Frederick Seward often served as a courier between his father and Lincoln.

In April 1865, John Wilkes Booth launched a conspiracy to assassinate President Lincoln, Vice President Andrew Johnson, and William Seward. Former Confederate soldier Lewis Powell (Lewis Paine) was assigned by the conspirators to murder Seward. On the night of April 14, 1865, the evening that Booth shot Lincoln, Powell burst into the Seward house. Secretary of State Seward had been seriously injured two weeks earlier in a carriage accident and was confined to bed with a broken jaw and arm. Powell gained access to Seward’s bedroom and stabbed the secretary of state in the face and chest. When Frederick attempted to subdue the attacker, Powell clubbed him over the head with a revolver, causing a severe head injury. For several days, Frederick Seward lay unconscious and appeared to be near death. His mother nursed him, but the ordeal contributed to her fatal heart attack on June 21, 1865. Once he sufficiently recovered, Frederick resumed his duties within the State Department.

Following the Civil War, Frederick Seward assisted his father in the 1867 acquisition of Alaska and other diplomatic endeavors. After leaving government service in 1869, Seward pursued a political career in the New York State Assembly. Following his father’s death in 1872, Seward spent several years collecting and organizing his father’s papers and memoirs. In 1877, he reentered government service when Rutherford B. Hayes asked him again to serve in his former post under Secretary of State William Evarts. Seward served until 1879. He died in Montrose, New York, on April 25, 1915. His memoir, Reminiscences of a War-Time Statesman and Diplomat, 1830–1915, was published posthumously in 1916.
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Seward, William Henry, Jr.

Birth Date: June 18, 1839

Death Date: April 26, 1920

Union officer. Born in Auburn, New York, on June 18, 1839, William Henry Seward Jr. was the youngest son of William Henry Seward Sr., President Abraham Lincoln’s secretary of state. The younger Seward was educated at home. From age 18 to 20, he clerked in a hardware store but in 1859 decided to follow his father, then a U.S. senator, to Washington and serve as his private secretary. In 1860 Seward returned to Auburn, where he organized a banking house, William H. Seward and Company.

During the early part of 1862, Seward engaged in the recruitment and movement of troops from New York to the front. In August 1862 he was appointed lieutenant colonel of the 138th New York Infantry Regiment, a unit that was converted to artillery and became the 9th New York Heavy Artillery in December and served in the Washington defenses. In 1863 Seward undertook a secret mission to Louisiana, carrying a confidential note from President Abraham Lincoln to Major General Nathaniel P. Banks. Although little is known about the mission, when Congress passed Bill 2161 in 1906, creating a special roll known as the “Volunteer Retired List,” the Congressional Record refers to this mission, its successful completion, and the “danger and hardship” undertaken by Seward to complete his task.

During his time in Washington’s defenses, Seward took part in the construction of several large forts on the Potomac River. Seward and the 9th New York served in the defenses of Washington until May 1864, when heavy casualties during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12) caused Seward’s regiment and others to be pressed into service as infantry. That May, Seward and the 9th New York joined the Army of the Potomac when they became part of the 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, VI Corps, under Brigadier General James B. Ricketts. On June 10 after valiant service during the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), Seward was promoted to colonel and took command of the regiment.

Seward led his regiment north to meet the threat posed by Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early’s Washington Raid (June 28–July 21, 1864). On July 9 during the Battle of Monocacy, Seward had his horse shot from under him and sustained an arm wound and a broken leg. On September 13, he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and, after his recovery, was assigned to command a brigade in the Department of West Virginia and briefly commanded a division.

Seward resigned his commission on June 1, 1865, and returned to Auburn, where he was involved in banking and politics until his death there on April 26, 1920.
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Seward, William Henry, Sr.

Birth Date: May 16, 1801

Death Date: October 10, 1872

U.S. politician and secretary of state (1861–1869). Born on May 16, 1801, in Florida, New York, William Henry Seward graduated from Union College in 1820 and was admitted to the New York bar in 1822. After establishing his legal practice in Auburn, New York, Seward entered politics as a strong supporter of John Quincy Adams. He also formed a close and lasting friendship with fellow politician Thurlow Weed.

As a member of New York’s Anti-Mason Party, Seward was elected to the New York Senate in 1830, partly through Weed’s influence. Defeated for reelection in 1833, Seward was nominated by the newly formed Whig Party for governor in 1834 but failed to win election. Running again as a Whig in 1838, he served as governor from 1839 to 1842. In that office, he became strongly identified with the growing antislavery movement when he refused to surrender three African American sailors for extradition to Virginia as runaway slaves.

As a firmly committed antislavery advocate by 1848, Seward discovered that the public mood in New York had changed enough to enable his election to the U.S. Senate on an antislavery platform. He served as a senator until March 1861. Joining the new Republican Party in 1855, he became one of the most outspoken representatives of the antislavery North. Seward saw the slavery issue as “an irrepressible conflict” between the North and the South. He believed that the issue of extending slavery into the territories was not negotiable because slavery was prohibited by “a higher law than the Constitution.” He opposed the Compromise of 1850, the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act, and the Dred Scott decision of 1857.

Seward sought the Republican presidential nomination in 1860 but was deeply disappointed when the party chose Abraham Lincoln as its candidate instead. Nevertheless, Seward campaigned vigorously for Lincoln and after the election accepted the appointment as secretary of state. Seward undoubtedly felt superior to Lincoln. Shortly after assuming office, Seward wrote a memo to Lincoln making it clear the secretary of state expected the president to treat him as the real leader of the administration. Seward advised Lincoln to divert attention from American disunion by precipitating a war with Spain and France and suggested that Lincoln turn over the running of the administration to him. Lincoln responded coolly.
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William Henry Seward was U.S. secretary of state during 1861–1869. During the Civil War, he became President Abraham Lincoln’s closest cabinet adviser. (National Archives)

Although it got off to a rocky start, the relationship between the two men improved quickly, with Seward emerging as Lincoln’s closest adviser in the cabinet. Seward’s performance as secretary of state was exemplary. Well aware of the need for public support, he conducted all diplomatic correspondence with a keen appreciation for how it might influence public opinion. He skillfully averted European intervention in the Civil War and later secured France’s promise of withdrawal from Mexico.

On April 14, 1865, the night Lincoln was assassinated, Seward, who had been badly injured days earlier in a carriage accident and was confined to his bed, was also attacked by a knife-wielding coconspirator of John Wilkes Booth, Lewis Powell, who wounded Seward and four others. Seward would bear scars from the attack the rest of his life, but he eventually recovered and, instead of retiring, assumed a central role in the Andrew Johnson administration, continuing as secretary of state.

Favoring a moderate Reconstruction policy, Seward staunchly supported Johnson’s conciliatory policy toward the South. Seward even traveled around the North with Johnson in 1866 and spoke on the president’s behalf, at great cost to his own popularity.

In addition to playing a key role in the debate over Reconstruction, Seward also pursued efforts to expand U.S. territory after the war. During the 1850s, he had opposed the purchase of Cuba because he feared that this would only provide more land for slaveholders. After the war, however, Seward felt no such compunction about territorial expansion. In 1867 he negotiated the purchase of Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million, which many at the time dubbed “Seward’s folly.” Critics could not imagine what value there could be in a frozen, isolated wasteland. Seward, however, maintained that Alaska had untold natural resources of minerals, waters, furs, and fish. He also anticipated the U.S. acquisition of Hawaii, which was accomplished at the end of the century.

During the impeachment proceedings against Johnson in 1868, Seward remained fiercely loyal to the president. Retiring from public service in 1869, Seward traveled around the world in 14 months (July 1869–September 1870). He returned to his Auburn, New York, home in 1871, where paralysis gradually overcame him. Seward died there on October 10, 1872.
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Sewing Machine

Sewing machines became an integral part of the American clothing industry during the Civil War. In 1830, Frenchman Barthelemy Thimonnier invented the first functional sewing machine. His machine, however, used the chain stitch, which proved to be problematic because it could be easily pulled apart. On September 10, 1846, Elias Howe, an American inventor, obtained a patent for a sewing machine using the stronger lock stitch, created by two interlocking threads. Utilizing the ideas of earlier inventors, Isaac Merritt Singer began mass production of the first commercially successful sewing machines in 1851. Singer’s machine employed a needle that moved up and down rather than side to side. In addition, it was powered by a foot treadle rather than a hand crank. Singer went on to create an empire by capturing the lion’s share of the market. Indeed, Singer sewing machines are still sold today.

In 1854 Howe, realizing that other sewing machine manufacturers were infringing on his patent, successfully sued Singer, with Singer’s company being forced to pay $15 to Howe for every Singer sewing machine produced. In 1856, Singer, Howe, and two other companies pooled their patents, which meant that all other sewing machine companies had to pay a $15 royalty to the conglomerate for each sewing machine produced until the patent expired in 1877.

The Civil War greatly stimulated production and accelerated the growth of established technologies such as the sewing machine. The use of commercial sewing machines during the Civil War, especially in the production of uniforms, resulted in the development of standard-sized clothing. Prior to that time, there was no mass-produced standardized clothing, as many Americans either produced their own clothes or purchased them from local tailors or seamstresses.

The advent of the sewing machine and the Civil War that accelerated their use resulted in a virtual revolution in clothing purchases and style. Some historians speak of a “democratization of clothing,” which allowed Americans of all social and economic strata to purchase clothing that was standardized and less expensive than handmade articles. In addition, the sewing machine business was at the vanguard of the coming Industrial Revolution in the United States, which made use of mass production, economies of scale, and interchangeable parts to produce technology that became cheaper and more accessible as time progressed. During the Civil War, Howe donated part of his wealth to equip a Union Army infantry regiment, and Singer donated 2,000 sewing machines to the Union Army to facilitate the mass production of uniforms.
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Seymour, Horatio

Birth Date: May 31, 1810

Death Date: February 12, 1886

Democratic politician and New York governor. Born in Pompey Hill, New York, on May 31, 1810, Horatio Seymour was educated at Geneva Academy (now Hobart College) and at a military school in Connecticut. He also studied law at Utica, New York, and was admitted to the bar in 1832.

Seymour entered politics by serving as military secretary to New York governor William Marcy from 1833 to 1838. In 1841 Seymour was elected a state assemblyman and then became mayor of Utica the next year. In 1844 he reentered the assembly and, after pushing through important canal legislation, was elected Speaker in 1845. Following the split in the New York Democratic Party over the slavery issue in 1848, Seymour played an important role as arbitrator between the opposing groups.

Nominated six times for governor, Seymour won the office twice, first in 1852 and again 10 years later. His first term was from 1853 to 1854, while his second endured from 1863 to 1864. Although opposed to President Abraham Lincoln’s 1860 election and the January 1, 1863, Emancipation Proclamation, Seymour nevertheless supported restoration of the Union and urged loyalty to the president. As governor, he worked diligently to maintain the state’s quota for Union military forces and moved swiftly to quell the New York City Draft Riots in the summer of 1863. However, he insisted that the extraconstitutional powers assumed by Lincoln’s administration were the most dangerous issues to arise from the Civil War.

Aware of the difficulty in running against the popular war hero Ulysses S. Grant, Seymour was not eager to be nominated for president by the Democrats in 1868. However, when Seymour was chosen on the 22nd ballot as a compromise candidate, he reluctantly accepted. He always believed that this was the greatest political blunder of his life, as he lost the contest by more than 300,000 votes.

After his defeat, Seymour continued to play an important role in the Democratic Party, notably in his efforts to help Samuel J. Tilden reform Tammany Hall and end corrupt machine politics in New York City. Seymour died on February 12, 1886, in Ballston Spa, New York.
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Seymour, Truman

Birth Date: September 24, 1825

Death Date: October 30, 1891

Union officer. Truman Seymour was born on September 24, 1825, in Burlington, Vermont. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1846. Commissioned in the 1st Artillery, he saw combat during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), winning two brevets and promotion to first lieutenant. After the war, he taught at West Point for three years before being posted to Fort Moultrie, South Carolina, and fighting in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858).

In April 1861, Seymour was a captain serving at Fort Sumter. Brevetted major for his role during the Confederate bombardment, later in 1861 he commanded a training center at Fort Curtin, Pennsylvania, before being sent to the defenses of Washington, D.C. Seymour was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on April 28, 1862, and commanded a brigade in V Corps at the Battle of Mechanicsville (June 26, 1862) and the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862) and then commanding a division at the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862). Returning to brigade command during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), he again took charge of a division at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Sent to the Department of the South, he commanded a number of districts along the Atlantic coast. During the Siege of Fort Wagner (July 10–September 7, 1863), he led a division of X Corps in a bloody and failed attempt to storm the Confederate position on July 18 and was seriously wounded.

Seymour became best known for his disastrous incursion into eastern Florida in the winter of 1864. He commenced his invasion at Jacksonville, debarking his troops on February 4. After conducting several raids into the interior of Florida, which encountered minimal resistance, Seymour pushed westward, believing that he would face only ineffectual Florida militia forces. Instead, he encountered a mixed force of regulars and militia at Olustee on February 20. The largest battle in Florida during the war, it ended in a rout, and Seymour hastily withdrew to the coast. Less than three months later at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Seymour was wounded and taken prisoner.

Upon his exchange in September, Seymour led a division in VI Corps in the Shenandoah Valley, at Petersburg, and during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865) and was brevetted major general of volunteers and in the regular army.

Remaining in the army after the war, Seymour, promoted to major in 1866, held a variety of postings, including command of forts in Florida, Massachusetts, and Maine, until his retirement on November 1, 1876. An accomplished painter, Seymour spent the remainder of his life pursuing his artistic inclinations and lived chiefly in Florence, Italy, where he died on October 30, 1891.
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Shackelford, James Murrell

Birth Date: July 7, 1827

Death Date: September 7, 1909

Union officer. Born in Lincoln County, Kentucky, on July 7, 1827, James Murrell Shackelford volunteered for military service in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 4th Kentucky Infantry on October 4, 1847, and was promoted to first lieutenant in 1848.

On his return home, Shackelford became a lawyer and opened a successful practice in Louisville. Wealthy by the beginning of the Civil War, Shackelford raised the 25th Kentucky Infantry and was commissioned its colonel on January 1, 1862. The 25th Infantry participated in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), but Shackleford resigned his commission on March 24 to return home and raise yet another regiment, the 8th Kentucky Cavalry, of which he was commissioned colonel on September 13.

Shackleford was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on January 2, 1863, and assumed command of the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, XXIII Corps, Army of the Ohio. He won fame in the North for the capture of Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan and a number of his Kentucky raiders at Salineville, Ohio, on July 26. Shackleford was wounded in the left foot at Geiger’s Lake, Kentucky, on September 3. He commanded the 4th Division of XXIII Corps in Major General Ambrose E. Burnside’s campaign in eastern Tennessee that autumn. Shackleford’s capture of Cumberland Gap during this campaign led to him being given command of the Cavalry Corps of the Department of the Ohio in November. On December 14 at Bean’s Station, Confederate forces under Lieutenant General James Longstreet turned and attacked Shackleford’s command, which was shadowing the Confederates, and, after heavy fighting, forced his withdrawal.

Shackleford, now in poor health, resigned his commission on January 18, 1864. He resumed his law practice and later was appointed a judge in Indian Territory (Oklahoma). Shackleford died at Port Huron, Michigan, on September 7, 1909.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Bean’s Station, Battle of; Fort Donelson, Battle of; Knoxville Campaign; Morgan’s Ohio Raid; Salineville, Battle of

Further Reading

Carter, Samuel. The Last Cavaliers: Confederate and Union Cavalry in the Civil War. New York: St. Martin’s, 1982.

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Shaler, Alexander

Birth Date: March 19, 1827

Death Date: December 28, 1911

Union officer. Alexander Shaler was born on March 19, 1827, in Haddam, Connecticut, and was educated in private academies in New York City. Joining the New York Militia at age 18, he became a career militia officer, rising to the rank of major by the end of 1860. In 1861 he authored a popular manual of arms for militia personnel. In June 1861 Shaler joined the 65th New York Infantry Regiment and became its lieutenant colonel. He saw action in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), during which he became colonel of the 65th New York in July.

Shaler received command of a brigade in early 1863, and he led the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, VI Corps, in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). His outstanding performance on Marye’s Heights earned him promotion to brigadier general on May 26, 1863, and the Medal of Honor (awarded in 1893). Leading the same unit at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), he was conspicuous on the third day of fighting when his brigade helped hold Culp’s Hill.

During the winter of 1863–1864, Shaler commanded Johnson’s Island Prison, a Union prisoner-of-war facility in Ohio. Soon after returning to field duty in VI Corps, Shaler was captured on the second day of combat at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and was sent to prison camps in Georgia and South Carolina. In the autumn of 1864, he was exchanged and dispatched to the western theater. He initially commanded a brigade in XIX Corps, Department of the Gulf. From December 1864 until August 1865, Shaler commanded the 2nd Division, VII Corps, Department of Arkansas; he also commanded the White River District in Arkansas.

Shaler mustered out on August 24, 1865, as a brevet major general. After the war he was active in the New York National Guard, becoming a major general. He also served as New York City’s fire commissioner and was a consultant for the Chicago Fire Department. He later served as president of a telegraph company and helped found the National Rifle Association, for which he served as president. Shaler died on December 28, 1911, in New York City.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Chancellorsville, Battle of; Gettysburg, Battle of; Johnson’s Island Prison, Ohio; Peninsula Campaign; Wilderness, Battle of the

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Parsons, Philip W. The Union Sixth Corps in the Chancellorsville Campaign. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2006.

_______________________

Sharp, Jacob Hunter

Birth Date: February 6, 1833

Death Date: September 15, 1907

Confederate officer. Born in Pickensville, Alabama, on February 6, 1833, Jacob Hunter Sharp as an infant moved with his family to Lowndes County, Mississippi. During 1850–1851, he attended the University of Alabama. After studying law, he was admitted to the bar and then practiced law in Columbus, Mississippi.

In June 1861 Sharp enlisted in the 1st Battalion, Mississippi Infantry (later part of the 44th Mississippi Infantry), and soon was elected a captain. He fought in the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861), the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), the Kentucky Campaign (August–October 1862), and the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). He was promoted to colonel in August 1863 and commanded the 44th Infantry and temporarily a brigade during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863).

During the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Sharp commanded a brigade and was conspicuous in many battles, especially the Battle of Atlanta (July 22). Appointed temporary brigadier general on July 26, Sharp led this brigade in Major J. Patton Anderson’s division of II Corps, Army of the Tennessee, and won praise for his leadership in the Battle of Franklin (November 30) during General John Bell Hood’s Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27) and during U.S. major general William T. Sherman’s Carolinas Campaign (January–April 1865). Sharp’s last engagement was the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21). He surrendered at Durham Station on April 26, although there is no record of him having been paroled.

After the war, Sharp resumed his Columbus law practice. He also purchased the local Independent newspaper and became president of the Mississippi Press Association. Active in the white supremacist movement, he was a member of the Mississippi legislature (1886–1890) and was for a time its Speaker. Sharp died in Columbus, Georgia, on September 15, 1907.
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Sharpsburg, Battle of
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Sharpshooters

Soldiers who are highly skilled in precision shooting, mainly with rifles. Sharpshooters specialized in irregular warfare and skirmishing, and for that reason they were chiefly a psychological weapon during the Civil War. Sharpshooters and their namesake activity, sharpshooting, were not exclusive to the Civil War. Riflemen played an important role in the American Revolutionary War. In the Battle of Saratoga in 1777, for example, Continental Army sharpshooters picked off British officers. Civil War sharpshooters resembled their Revolutionary War forebears in many ways. They carried the latest rifles, specialized in skirmishing, and were sometimes formed into regiment-sized units. Conversely, they occasionally operated independently and foreshadowed snipers of the Boer War and World War I. Most sharpshooters employed Sharps and Whitworth rifles. Others used hunting rifles and privately owned, custom-built weapons.

Although Berdan’s Sharpshooters, two Union regiments named after their founder, Colonel Hiram Berdan, and serving in the Army of the Potomac, were perhaps the most famous sniper units of the war, sharpshooters served on both sides and in all theaters of the conflict. While soldiers tended to loathe the sharpshooters’ deadly and sneaky trade, many admired their marksmanship skills. Some sharpshooters even became celebrities. Truman Head, a 52-year-old member of Berdan’s Sharpshooters, was known as “California Joe” for his home state. The Union Army of the Tennessee’s Lieutenant Henry C. Foster, 23rd Indiana Infantry, earned the sobriquet “Coonskin” for his nonregulation headgear. During the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), he would stuff his haversack with several days’ worth of rations and occupy a shallow dugout in the area between the two armies, picking off unsuspecting Confederates. Unsatisfied with this arrangement, Foster and some members of his unit constructed a tower of railroad ties that would allow him and other marksmen to shoot at Confederates behind their earthworks. The tower became a local attraction, even warranting an inspection visit by Union Army commander Major General Ulysses S. Grant.

During the siege of Vicksburg but also the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), specialized sharpshooter regiments as well as common infantrymen engaged in sniping. Although it is impossible to ascertain the overall impact of the sharpshooting, the deadly practice did impact Civil War battlefields and helped bridge the transition to modern warfare.
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Sharps Rifle and Carbine

Breech-loading firearm. The Sharps rifle was designed by Christian Sharps and patented in September 1848. It was manufactured first by A. S. Nippes at Mill Creek, Pennsylvania; then by the Robbins & Lawrence Company of Windsor, Vermont; and finally by the Sharps Rifle Manufacturing Company of Hartford, Connecticut. Sharps left the business in 1853, and chief armorer Richard S. Lawrence made a number of modifications to the rifle that ensured its success.

The Sharps featured a sliding block at the end of the barrel that allowed it to be loaded at the breech, a great advantage in combat. Nearly all prewar Sharps had a breechblock at a slight angle from perpendicular to the barrel, while those manufactured during the war featured a breechblock perpendicular to the barrel. The Sharps could be fired with either a paper cartridge or loose black powder. Its rate of fire was about 8 to 10 rounds per minute.

The rifle was 47 inches in length and weighed 9.5 pounds. The carbine was 39.5 inches in length and weighed 8 pounds. The .52-caliber Sharps fired a 475-grain bullet. Its 50-grain powder charge gave it a muzzle velocity of 1,200 feet per second.

The military Sharps employed the standard percussion cap ignition system but was also equipped with a pellet primer feed that flipped a primer over the nipple when the trigger was pulled and the hammer fell. This made the weapon far easier to fire from horseback than a rifle employing only percussion caps. An accurate weapon, the Sharps was frequently employed as a sniper rifle during the war. The shorter carbine version was a favorite of cavalrymen.

During the Civil War, the U.S. government purchased some 100,000 Sharps carbines for the cavalry and 15,000 Sharps rifles. Confederate arms factories at Richmond, Virginia, produced about 5,000 Sharps copies, usually more crudely finished. The straight-breech Sharps could be converted to fire metallic cartridges, and some 30,000 of these were modified as such after the war and employed by the army in the Indian Wars. The Sharps also saw widespread service in the West for hunting buffalo.
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Sharps carbine. The Sharps was noted for its long range and accuracy and was popular with cavalrymen of both sides during the Civil War. (Civil War Archive/The Bridgeman Art Library)

Shaw, Robert Gould

Birth Date: October 10, 1837

Death Date: July 18, 1863

Union officer. Robert Gould Shaw was born into a prominent Boston, Massachusetts, family on October 10, 1837. He enrolled at Harvard University in 1856 but dropped out in his junior year to work in his uncle’s mercantile firm in New York City. When war seemed imminent in the spring of 1861, Shaw joined an elite military company as a private. Shortly after hostilities commenced, he returned home and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 2nd Massachusetts Infantry Regiment. Promoted to captain in August 1862, he participated in the First Battle of Winchester (May 25, 1862), the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17). Shaw was promoted to major on March 31, 1863.

Massachusetts governor John A. Andrew, a leading abolitionist, prevailed on U.S. president Abraham Lincoln to allow him to recruit an African American regiment for federal service. The 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry was the first such organization raised in a free state. Andrew appointed Shaw colonel of the 54th Massachusetts on April 17, 1863. Shaw was one of the few white officers who believed that black men might make effective soldiers. He supported a boycott by his men, who received less pay than white soldiers, in which the enlisted men of the 54th Massachusetts as well as the 55th Massachusetts refused pay until Congress granted them the same rate that white soldiers received. This occurred in August 1864.

Following training, the 54th Massachusetts paraded through Boston in May 1863 and embarked for South Carolina. Following a baptism of fire on James Island on July 16, 1863, in which the 54th Massachusetts performed effectively, Major General Quincy A. Gillmore, commanding Union Army operations against Charleston, offered Shaw the opportunity to spearhead another assault on Fort Wagner, the heavily armed Confederate fortification on Morris Island. Eager to prove his men in combat and resentful over how the army had discriminated against his soldiers, Shaw readily assented.

On July 18, 1863, a Union naval bombardment lasting several hours failed to reduce the Confederate defenses at Fort Wagner, and when the Union troops attacked, they were slaughtered by the Confederate defenders. Undaunted, the 54th Massachusetts surged forward, with Shaw at its head, and gained a foothold on the parapet. Shaw stood urging his men on until struck in the heart by a bullet and killed. When Union reinforcements failed to arrive, the surviving members of the 54th Massachusetts were forced to withdraw. Of 5,300 Union troops engaged that day, 1,515 were casualties. The 54th Massachusetts alone lost 9 killed, 147 wounded, and 100 missing and presumed dead, almost 40 percent of its strength. The defenders suffered only 175 casualties.

When a flag of truce was sent out to recover Shaw’s body, Confederate garrison commander Brigadier General Johnson Hagood allowed the bodies of the other officers to be taken away but not that of Shaw. Hagood declared that he would have returned the body had Shaw been in command of white troops, but Shaw would be “buried with his niggers.” This callous act, which nonetheless pleased Shaw’s parents, who believed that it was what he would have wanted, helped elevate Shaw and his men to the status of martyrs in the eyes of abolitionists throughout the North. Moreover, the heroic performance of the 54th Massachusetts proved that African Americans could fight beside their white comrades in arms, and additional black units were raised. In 1882 Shaw was honored by an elaborate monument in Boston sculpted by Augustus Saint-Gaudens.
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Shelby, Joseph Orville

Birth Date: December 12, 1830

Death Date: February 13, 1897

Confederate officer. Joseph “Jo” Orville Shelby was born on December 12, 1830, in Lexington, Kentucky, to a wealthy and influential family. He was educated at Transylvania University and became a successful rope manufacturer before moving to Berlin, Missouri, in 1852, where he owned a hemp plantation. Shelby also became one of the largest slaveholders in the state. When violence between proslavery and antislavery factions erupted in the Kansas Territory following passage of the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act, Shelby led numerous cross-border raids against Kansas abolitionists, making himself a hero among proslavery Missourians.

Following the onset of the Civil War in 1861, Shelby raised a force of some 100 men for the secessionist Missouri State Guard. Subsequently, he was commissioned a cavalry captain and saw extensive service in Missouri and Kansas. In June 1862 he entered the Confederate Army and was advanced to colonel of the 5th Missouri Cavalry. Soon he was given charge of a cavalry brigade that became known as the Iron Brigade, which he largely recruited himself.

Shelby quickly gained a reputation as one of the Confederacy’s best cavalry commanders in the Trans-Mississippi Department. His outfit participated in almost every major battle in the region. His raid into southern Missouri in September 1863, which was the longest cavalry raid of the war, covering 1,500 miles, is widely credited for having thwarted Union efforts to overrun Arkansas. In the process, his brigade inflicted some 1,000 Union casualties and destroyed about $2 million in property. For this exploit, Shelby was advanced to brigadier general to date from December 15, 1863.

Shelby also played a central role in Major General Sterling Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864), and Shelby’s actions at Westport (October 23, 1864) and Mine Creek (October 25) twice prevented the destruction of Price’s force.

After the collapse of the Confederacy in April 1865, Shelby refused to surrender and took 200 men from his former command on a long march to Mexico, where he offered his services to puppet emperor Maximilian. The emperor declined the offer but granted Shelby land. Following Maximilian’s demise in 1867, Shelby returned to Missouri, where he resumed his lucrative business dealings. In 1893 he was appointed a U.S. marshal for the western district of the state. Shelby died on February 13, 1897, in Adrian, Missouri.
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Shelby’s Iron Brigade

Highly effective Confederate cavalry brigade initially commanded by Colonel Joseph O. Shelby that operated in the Trans-Mississippi theater. Shelby’s brigade, authorized by Major General Thomas C. Hindman, was organized in the spring of 1862. It was the result of recruiting efforts in Missouri undertaken by Colonels Shelby, Upton Hays, and John T. Coffee, each of whom raised one regiment. The three regiments formed a brigade, which also included an artillery battery. When organized, the force contained some 2,500 men. Shelby was placed in command, but he retained his colonel’s rank. The brigade was attached to Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke’s cavalry division.

Shelby’s Iron Brigade became well known for its guerrilla-style tactics and other means of unconventional warfare. It was particularly skilled in raids on Union supply depots and other areas behind the lines. Shelby’s force saw heavy action at Cane Hill, Arkansas, on November 28, 1862, where it protected Marmaduke’s retreat into the Boston Mountains. The brigade next saw action at the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862) and then participated in raids into Missouri during December 1862–January 1863 and April–May 1863. Shelby’s raid into southern Missouri in September 1863, which was the longest cavalry raid of the war, covering 1,500 miles, is widely credited for having thwarted Union efforts to overrun Arkansas. In the process, his brigade inflicted some 1,000 Union casualties and destroyed about $2 million in property.

When Shelby was advanced to brigadier general on December 15, 1863, and given command of a division, Shelby’s Iron Brigade was commanded by Colonel David Shanks. Shanks led the outfit during Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864), in which he was killed in action on October 7. Shanks was succeeded in command by Colonel M. Jeff Thompson.

As the war wound down in the spring of 1865, the commanders and soldiers of Shelby’s old brigade vowed to fight on, regardless of the developments in the East. When the war ended in April, Shelby himself led a contingent of men, many from his former brigade, into Mexico. There they volunteered to serve in Emperor Maximilian’s army. The offer was declined, but the emperor did offer the men free land grants. Many, including Shelby, remained in Mexico until Maximilian’s ouster in 1867.
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Shelley, Charles Miller

Birth Date: December 28, 1833

Death Date: January 20, 1907

Confederate officer. Charles Miller Shelley was born in Sullivan County, Tennessee, on December 28, 1833, the younger brother of Nathan George Shelley, a brigadier general of Texas state troops during the Civil War and attorney general of Texas. Charles Shelley moved with his family at an early age to Talladega, Alabama, where he became a builder.

Shelley was commissioned a first lieutenant of artillery in the Alabama Militia in February 1861 and entered Confederate service shortly thereafter. His unit was reorganized as part of the 5th Alabama Infantry, and Shelley was elected captain on May 11, 1861. He was in Virginia at the time of the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) but did not see action there. In January 1862 he returned to Alabama to recruit the 30th Alabama Infantry and was appointed its colonel on March 21, 1862. His regiment fought in General Braxton Bragg’s invasion of Kentucky (August–October) and in the Battle of Port Gibson (May 1, 1863) in Mississippi. Shelley distinguished himself in the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863) and fought at Vicksburg, where he was taken prisoner on July 4, 1863.

Following his parole on July 8, 1863, and subsequent exchange, Shelley resumed command of his regiment in the Army of Tennessee at Chattanooga and participated in the fighting there in November 1863. He took part in the major battles of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and on August 31 assumed command of a brigade. He was promoted to temporary brigadier general on September 17. Shelley took part in the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). During the Confederate assault on the Union positions at Franklin on November 30, his brigade suffered 432 killed or wounded of 1,100 men present. Although his horse was shot from underneath him and killed and his uniform was pierced by bullets, Shelley escaped unhurt. He continued with the Army of the Tennessee during Major General William T. Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Shelley surrendered at Greensboro, where he was paroled on May 1.

After the war, Shelley spent a year in Louisiana before returning to Alabama. In 1874 he was elected sheriff of Dallas County. He served four terms in Congress as a Democrat (1877–1885) before being appointed fourth auditor of the U.S. Treasury Department. He then promoted industrial development in Birmingham, Alabama, where he died on January 20, 1907.
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Shelton Laurel Massacre

Event Date: January 18, 1863

Mass murder of Unionist North Carolinians by Confederate troops. Throughout the Civil War, there was considerable turmoil in western North Carolina’s mountainous Madison County, an area of Unionist sentiment. Early in the war, the county became a haven for Confederate deserters, bushwhackers, and so-called Tories (as Union sympathizers were known). Shelton Laurel, the local name for the Laurel Valley, was the center of this activity, which prompted intervention there in early 1862 by Confederate militia. Although the locals had then professed their loyalty to the Confederacy, Unionist sympathies continued unabated, with each side preying on the other.

In January 1863, some inhabitants of Shelton Laurel raided Marshall, the county seat, to secure salt, which they claimed had been withheld from them because of their Unionist sentiments. They broke into several stores and took the salt they needed. They also ransacked the home of Colonel Lawrence M. Allen, commander of the 64th North Carolina Infantry. Informed of events, North Carolina governor Zebulon B. Vance called on Confederate brigadier general Henry Heth at Knoxville for assistance. Heth ordered to Madison County troops of the 64th Regiment, now under Lieutenant Colonel James A. Keith (Allen was ill), part of the command of Brigadier General William G. M. Davis at nearby Warm Springs (now Hot Springs). Davis subsequently reported that the 64th North Carolina had killed 12 Tories and captured 20 others but that reports of disloyalty in Madison County were exaggerated.

The true story began to come out with letters from participants. Although some details remain in dispute, such as the degree to which the 64th North Carolina had been subjected to attacks by bushwhackers, the regiment sacked some Unionist homes, beating the inhabitants (including women and children), and then rounded up 15 males aged 13 to 59. When 2 of them escaped, Keith and some of his men had those remaining taken to a gorge and there executed all 13 in cold blood, then buried the bodies in a mass grave.

This action did not, however, stop the bushwhacking, and when word of the circumstances reached Governor Vance, he demanded an investigation. Keith, who was subsequently allowed to resign on grounds of “incompetency,” claimed that Heth had ordered him not to take any prisoners, although Heth vigorously denied this. After the war, Keith spent two years in jail awaiting trial for the massacre but escaped only days before a court decision that would have vindicated him.
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Shenandoah, Confederate Army of the

Established with some 2,000 volunteers, the Army of the Shenandoah was formed on April 21, 1861, under the leadership of Major Kenton Harper of the Virginia Militia at Harpers Ferry. On April 28, 1861, Brigadier General Thomas J. Jackson, also of the Virginia Militia, assumed command. On May 23, 1861, Brigadier General Joseph E. Johnston was installed as the commander.

By June 30, 1861, the original contingent of volunteers had expanded into an army of 10,654 Confederate soldiers and troopers. By July, the Army of the Shenandoah consisted of four brigades with a total of approximately 12,000 men. Brigadier General Thomas J. Jackson commanded its 1st Brigade, while Colonel J. E. B. Stuart commanded the army’s 300-man cavalry contingent, the 1st Virginia Cavalry.

In what amounted to the first invasion of the Confederacy during the Civil War, on July 1, 1861, Union major general Robert Patterson crossed the Potomac River at Williamsport with 18,000 soldiers of the Union Army of the Shenandoah and advanced into Virginia, ordered to contain Johnston in the Shenandoah Valley to prevent him from supporting Confederate forces to the east that would soon be under attack by Union brigadier general Irwin McDowell’s Army of Northwerstern Virginia to the east. Stuart’s cavalry quickly ascertained Patterson’s movements, and the Confederates soon stymied the inept Patterson’s effort, allowing Johnston to transport his infantry by railroad to Manassas and arrive in time to play a key role in the Confederate victory in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). This was the only major engagement of the Army of the Shenandoah, which was then folded into the Army of the Potomac.
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Shenandoah, CSS

Confederate Navy cruiser. Purchased in England in September 1864 by Confederate Agent James D. Bulloch, the Shenandoah was the last Confederate cruiser Bulloch managed to get to sea. The first composite auxiliary screw steamship in the world, the Shenandoah was originally the Sea King and was launched on August 17, 1863. Designed for transporting troops to India, its frames and beams were of iron, and it was planked with East Indian teak. The Sea King was 1,378 tons burden and 228′ between perpendiculars, 38′9″ in beam, and 15′ in draft. Capable of nine knots under steam, the ship had one screw propeller, two boilers, and direct-acting engines.
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The Confederate commerce raider Shenandoah undergoing repairs at Melbourne, Australia, during January–February 1865. Under able Commander James I. Waddell, the raider decimated the U.S. Arctic whaling fleet. For some time Waddell refused to believe the war was over. Not until August 1865 did he strike his guns below and sail to England. The Shenandoah was the only Confederate warship to circumnavigate the globe. (U.S. Naval Historical Center)

Flag Officer Samuel Barron, ranking Confederate officer in Europe, named Lieutenant Commander James I. Waddell the Sea King’s captain and ordered him to destroy the Union whaling fleet in the Pacific. On October 8, 1864, the Sea King departed the Thames estuary under a British merchant captain on what appeared to be a merchant voyage but then proceeded to Funchal on the island of Madeira to rendezvous with the supply ship Laurel. That ship had sailed from England the same day with Waddell and the remainder of the Sea King’s crew and armament. The ship’s crew complement was 73 men. The armament consisted of four 8-inch and two 12-pounder smoothbore cannon and two 32-pounder rifled guns. On October 19, 1864, Waddell officially commissioned his vessel the Confederate warship Shenandoah and began to cruise for Union vessels.

The Shenandoah took six Union prizes in the Atlantic. It arrived at Melbourne, Australia, on January 25, 1865, and there underwent repairs. Except for the dry-docking and machinery repairs at Melbourne, Waddell would not have been able to undertake his subsequent mission. The Shenandoah sailed again on February 18, 1865, and cruised the whaling grounds in the Pacific Ocean and off Alaska. Its long stay at Melbourne allowed U.S. whaling vessels in the South Pacific to be warned and disperse, but Waddell took his ship north and decimated the Union whaling fleet.

For some time, Waddell refused to believe reports of the end of the war. Finally, after he had left northern waters, he accepted as proof a report from an English captain on August 2, 1865. Waddell then sailed the Shenandoah 17,000 miles, without stopping at any port, to Liverpool, England, where he arrived on November 6, 1865, and surrendered to British authorities. The trip had been made virtually under sail alone. Waddell resorted to steam only once, at night in the mid–South Atlantic to elude the U.S. Navy side-wheel frigate Saranac. The Shenandoah was the only Confederate warship to sail around the world. In all the Shenandoah took 38 Union vessels, of which Waddell burned 32. Damage to Union shipping was estimated at some $1.36 million.

In 1866 the Shenandoah was sold to the sultan of Zanzibar. Renamed the El Majidi, it was damaged in a hurricane off Zanzibar in April 1872. That September it sank in the Indian Ocean on the Zanzibar-Bombay route.
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Shenandoah, Union Army of the

Union field army. Organized on August 7, 1864, as the fighting force of the Middle Military Division, the Army of the Shenandoah’s tenure essentially coincided with Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Its principal task was to remove the threat posed by Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early in the valley; keep Washington, D.C., safe from a Confederate advance through the valley; and ultimately destroy Early’s force and anything of military or economic value in the Shenandoah Valley.

The Army of the Shenandoah, containing some 60,000 men at its peak, consisted of units from VI Corps of the Army of the Potomac, led by Major General Horatio Wright; the 1st and 2nd Divisions of XIX Corps, led by Brigadier General William Emory; the 1st and 3rd Divisions of the Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, commanded by Brigadier General Alfred Torbert; and the Army of West Virginia, originally two divisions of infantry and one of cavalry, also known as VIII Corps and led by Brigadier General George Crook.

In the summer of 1864, Early’s troops had conducted raids around Washington, D.C.; fought a fierce battle at Monocacy, Maryland, on July 9, 1864; and advanced as far as the suburbs of Washington. The nearby engagements had traumatized those in the federal capital, leading military planners to conclude that Early’s army had to be neutralized or destroyed.

After considerable posturing and preparation, on September 19 the two valley armies collided in the savage fight of the Third Battle of Winchester. After his flank was turned, Early fell back with heavy losses. Sheridan then pressed his advantage, attacking the retreating Confederate force at Fisher’s Hill on September 22. Sheridan used his cavalry to turn Early’s flank once again, sending the Confederates deep into the valley. The Union troops continued their pursuit, destroying crops and barns along the way.

Sheridan reported the destruction of more than 2,000 barns filled with wheat, hay, and farming implements in addition to more than 70 mills. He had driven before the army more than 4,000 livestock and had killed and issued to the troops as meat no fewer than 3,000 sheep. Committed to a strategy of exhaustion, Sheridan emphasized his determination to destroy as many subsistence resources as possible. He was also determined to destroy Early.

When Early’s army received modest reinforcements following the defeat at Fisher’s Hill, scattered fighting resumed. Although still greatly outnumbered, Early decided to risk an attack in an effort to recover the valley for the Confederacy. On October 19, 1864, his troops surprised the Army of the Shenandoah at Cedar Creek near Strasburg. Catching Sheridan away conferring about the disposition of his forces, the Confederate assault achieved initial success, scattering two Union corps.

In an effort to stem the Confederate onslaught, Wright rallied the remaining troops. VI corps then stiffened, and instead of pressing the assault, the Confederates paused to gather shoes, clothing, and rations from the abandoned Union camps. Valuable time was lost, and Early, wrongly convinced that he had won a crushing victory, called a temporary halt to operations.

The tipping point at Cedar Creek came when Sheridan returned from Winchester. Sheridan’s Ride became one of the epic events of the war, immortalized in art and song. By late afternoon, most of the Union units had re-formed, and the Army of the Shenandoah launched a devastating counterattack.

Early lost nearly 3,000 men, and the Battle of Cedar Creek finally broke his threadbare army. Union forces thereafter gained effective control of the valley and destroyed or expropriated practically every building, animal, and crop in the region. By the late autumn of 1864, campaigning had all but ended in the Shenandoah Valley.

On December 6, 1864, Wright’s VI Corps rejoined the Army of the Potomac, and in January 1865 XIX Corps was split up, with one division sailing south to Savannah. In late February, Sheridan, with the 1st and 3rd Cavalry Divisions, marched to join Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant at Petersburg, leaving Torbert in command in the valley with a small force. After routing a sad remnant of Early’s valley command at Waynesboro on March 2, Sheridan’s all-mounted army reached the Petersburg front in late March.

In order to accommodate Sheridan as an independent commander, the 1st and 3rd Cavalry Divisions retained the designation Army of the Shenandoah through the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), with Brevet Major General Wesley Merritt commanding. The Army of the Shenandoah was dissolved on June 27, 1865.
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Shenandoah, Union Department of

Union military administrative unit. The Department of the Shenandoah existed twice between July 1861 and June 1862. The original department was activated on July 19, 1861, to include the Shenandoah Valley in western Virginia. The Maryland counties of Washington and Allegheny were added on July 25, when Major General Nathaniel P. Banks assumed command. On August 17, the department was merged into the Department of the Potomac. In April 1862 Banks assumed command of a reconstituted Department of the Shenandoah, to include Virginia west of the Blue Ridge Mountains to the Alleghenies and the western counties of Maryland. The department was operational during Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s successful Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), during which he defeated elements of Banks’s command at the Battle of Front Royal (May 23) and the First Battle of Winchester (May 25). This incarnation was dissolved in June 1862, with Banks’s troops becoming II Corps, Army of Virginia.
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Shenandoah Valley

River valley located in western Virginia and the eastern panhandle of present-day West Virginia. The Shenandoah River consists of two forks that rise in the highlands of southern Virginia. The North Fork, about 95 miles long, and the South Fork, about 150 miles long, flow to the northeast on either side of the Masanutten Ridge. The two forks join at Fort Royal, Virginia, to form the main Shenandoah River, which flows north another 27 miles before emptying into the Potomac River at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. Because of the northward flow of the river, proceeding down the valley meant going north, while proceeding up the valley meant to move to the south.

The Shenandoah Valley, through which the rivers flow, is one of a series of fertile valleys stretching along the eastern United States, between the Blue Ridge Mountains to the east and the Allegheny Mountains to the west. The Shenandoah Valley is bounded by the Potomac River in the north and becomes the Cumberland Valley in Pennsylvania, while to the south it is bounded by the James River and merges with the Roanoke Valley.

The Shenandoah Valley was of critical importance to the Confederacy during the Civil War. First, it was a heavily farmed region producing considerable quantities of grain; in fact, it was often called “the breadbasket of the Confederacy.” Its importance was magnified by location in close proximity to one of the main areas of fighting in eastern Virginia.

The Shenandoah Valley was also strategically important as an invasion route north and south and because its northern extremity is only about 60 miles from Washington, D.C. The Blue Ridge Mountains on the eastern edge of the valley are high and sufficiently steep to mask movements north and south. Confederate general Robert E. Lee used this route for his invasion of Maryland in 1862 and of Pennsylvania in 1863.

Even more worrisome for the federal government, the vital Baltimore & Ohio Railroad crossed the Potomac River at Harpers Ferry at the northern end of the valley. The railroad was an attractive target for Confederate raids and was frequently cut and constantly threatened throughout the war.

Union forces made numerous attempts to secure the Shenandoah Valley, resulting in a number of campaigns and battles there. The most famous of these campaigns was most certainly Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) in which he fought some 10 battles and skirmishes and defeated three separate Union armies. In July 1864 Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early used the valley to launch his raid on Washington, D.C., and Major General Philip Sheridan destroyed much of the valley in his Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) against Early’s forces. The valley also experienced a good deal of guerrilla activity.
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Shenandoah Valley Campaigns

See Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign; Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign
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Shepherdstown, Virginia, Engagement at

Start Date: September 19, 1862

End Date: September 20, 1862

Last major engagement of Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862). On September 18, 1862, one day after the Battle of Antietam, Lee and his battered army crossed the Potomac River at Boteler’s Ford, a mile south of Shepherdstown in western Virginia. Knowing that if needed this ford was his army’s only escape route from Maryland, Lee had ordered it protected since September 15 with two infantry brigades and 45 cannon under his chief of artillery, Brigadier General William Nelson Pendleton. Now as Lee withdrew southward, he left Pendleton’s force as a rear guard to hold the ford and hinder Union major general George B. McClellan’s pursuit.

On the morning of September 19, McClellan sent cavalry under Brigadier General Alfred Pleasanton to reconnoiter the ford and seize it if conditions were favorable. After assessing the Confederate defenses across the Potomac, Pleasanton wisely awaited reinforcements while shelling these positions. Late in the morning Major General Fitz John Porter arrived with his V Corps, and at nightfall he sent 2,000 infantrymen, commanded by Brigadier General Charles Griffin, across the river to assault Pendleton’s defenses. Griffin’s men seized four cannon before being ordered to stand down for the night. Panicked, Pendleton erroneously reported to Lee that Union troops had captured all his artillery.

On the morning of September 20, Porter sent four brigades across the Potomac to reinforce Griffin. Sweeping Pendleton’s men aside, Griffin entered Shepherdstown, where he encountered Confederate major general A. P. Hill’s Light Division. Believing that he was badly outnumbered, Griffin ordered his troops to fall back across the Potomac. The inexperienced 118th Pennsylvania Regiment, however, refused to retire and got pinned down by Hill’s veterans. Panicked as the Confederates charged, they fled for the river. Several of them drowned as they attempted to swim across, and many others surrendered. They suffered 269 casualties out of a regiment of 737 men. For the rest of September 20, both sides held their positions, cannonading each other. Total Union casualties were 363; the Confederates suffered 291 losses.
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Shepley, George Foster

Birth Date: January 1, 1819

Death Date: July 20, 1878

Union officer. George Foster Shepley was born in Saco, Maine, on January 1, 1819. He studied law at Harvard University but graduated from Dartmouth College in 1837 and then was admitted to the bar in 1839. Shepley then engaged in private practice in Maine in Bangor (1839–1844) and Portland (1844–1861). He was a U.S. attorney for the District of Maine (1848–1849 and 1853–1861).


During the Civil War, Shepley was commissioned colonel of the 12th Maine Infantry on November 16, 1861. Assigned to the Department of the Gulf, he commanded a brigade in the New Orleans Campaign (April 18–May 1, 1862). He was military governor of New Orleans from May to July and then military governor of the Union-occupied parishes of Louisiana until March 1864. Shepley was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on July 18, 1862. After leaving Louisiana, he briefly headed a district in Virginia and was then chief of staff in XXV Corps, Army of the James, before serving as military governor of Richmond, Virginia, from April 3 to July 1, 1865, when he resigned his commission.

Shelby then returned to his legal profession in Portland and was a member of the Maine legislature (1866–1867). He continued in private practice until his appointment to a federal judgeship. Shepley held that post until his death in Portland, Maine, on July 20, 1878.
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Sheridan, Philip Henry

Birth Date: ca. March 6, 1831

Death Date: August 5, 1888

Union officer. Born in Albany, New York, to Irish immigrant parents probably on March 6, 1831 (the date and place of birth are not known with certainty), Philip Henry Sheridan grew up in Somerset, Ohio. Too young to serve in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. Suspended for one year for disciplinary reasons, he graduated in 1853 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the infantry. Sheridan then served with the 1st Infantry Regiment in Texas and with the 4th Infantry Regiment in Oregon, being promoted to first lieutenant in March 1861 on the eve of the Civil War.

Assigned to the western theater, Sheridan was promoted to captain in May 1861 and served in the 13th Infantry Regiment in southwestern Missouri and then served as quartermaster for Department of the Missouri commander Major General Henry W. Halleck during the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862). Sheridan intensely disliked staff duty and secured a transfer to the volunteer establishment as colonel of the 2nd Michigan Cavalry in May. His subsequent victory at Booneville, Mississippi, on July 1, 1862, earned him promotion to brigadier general of volunteers that September.

Sheridan commanded an infantry division and distinguished himself in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862) in Kentucky and especially at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where he perhaps saved from defeat Major General William S. Rosecrans’s Army of the Cumberland. For this action, Sheridan was promoted to major general of volunteers (March 1863, with date of rank from December 31, 1862). In the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Sheridan gained laurels while in command of a division of XX Corps in the Army of the Cumberland when, after his command was caught up in the breakthrough and routed, he participated in the stand that saved the army. His men played a key role in the Union victory of the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1853), assaulting Missionary Ridge.

When Ulysses S. Grant was promoted to lieutenant general and became the army’s general in chief, he selected Sheridan to command the Army of the Potomac’s Cavalry Corps of three divisions and 10,000 men. During the spring and summer of 1864, Sheridan’s men won a number of victories against the weakened Confederate cavalry. Sheridan’s forces took part in Grant’s Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), disrupting Confederate lines of communication, including tearing up sections of railroad track and destroying telegraph lines. Sheridan was victorious in the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11, 1864) in Virginia, where Confederate cavalry commander Major General James E. B. Stuart was mortally wounded. Sheridan’s forces were defeated at the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11–12, 1864), however.

[image: image]

Major General Philip Henry Sheridan was one of the principal Union cavalry commanders of the Civil War. In late 1864, he secured control of, and largely destroyed, the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. Sheridan went on to become commanding general of the U.S. Army as a lieutenant general during 1885–1888. (National Archives)

In August, Grant gave Sheridan command of the Middle Military Division and its field force, the Army of the Shenandoah, and instructed him to drive the Confederates from the Shenandoah Valley and destroy any supplies that might be of use to the Confederacy. Sheridan tangled with Confederate forces under Lieutenant General Jubal Early in the Shenandoah Valley and defeated Early in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864) and at the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864). For this accomplishment, Sheridan was advanced to brigadier general in the regular army.

Sheridan was away and his army was caught off guard when Early attacked at Cedar Creek (October 18, 1864). Riding to the sound of the guns, Sheridan galloped south from Winchester (Sheridan’s Ride) and helped to rally his army to victory. He then proceeded to lay waste to the Shenandoah Valley, depriving the Confederates of much-needed supplies. The extent of this destruction is seen in his boast that “A crow couldn’t fly from Winchester to Staunton without taking its rations along.”

Promoted to major general in the regular army (November 1864), Sheridan finished off Early in the Battle of Waynesboro (March 2, 1865) in Virginia and then marched with his cavalry to Petersburg, where he rejoined Grant. Sheridan played a major role in the final defeat of General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, routing the Confederates at the Battle of Five Forks (April 1) and the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6) near Farmville, Virginia, before trapping Lee’s army near Appomattox Court House, leading to the Confederate surrender on April 9, 1865.

Sheridan was then ordered to Texas with a large force to encourage the French to quit Mexico. He remained in Texas as commander of the Military Division of the Gulf (May 1865–March 1867) and then commanded the Fifth Military District of Louisiana and Texas (March 1867), but his harsh policies soon brought his removal (September 1867).

Sheridan then took over the Department of the Missouri (September 1867) and as such was responsible for the federal effort against the hostile western Indians. When Grant became president and William T. Sherman moved up to command the army as a full general, Sheridan was promoted to lieutenant general (March 1869) and assumed command of the vast Military Division of the Missouri.

Sheridan then traveled to Europe, where he was an official observer attached to the Prussian Army during the Franco-Prussian War (1870–1871). Returning to the United States, he directed the campaign against the Sioux that resulted in the Battle of the Little Big Horn (June 25–26, 1876).

Sheridan succeeded Sherman as commanding general of the Army (1883) and was promoted to general (June 1888). Sheridan died at Nonquitt, Massachusetts, on August 5, 1888. Known as “Little Phil,” Sheridan was blunt and outspoken. He was also industrious, offensive-minded, aggressive, and a superb tactical commander.
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Sheridan’s Richmond Raid

Start Date: May 9, 1864

End Date: May 24, 1864

Union cavalry raid by Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s forces. Sheridan’s Richmond Raid occurred as part of Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s Overland (Richmond) Campaign against Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia (May 4–June 12, 1864). Grant ordered Sheridan’s force of three cavalry divisions, commanded by Brigadier Generals Wesley Merritt, David Gregg, and James Wilson, totaling 12,000 men and 32 guns, to raid Richmond, disrupt Confederate lines of communication, and defeat Confederate cavalry.

Sheridan’s divisions set out from Spotsylvania Court House on May 9. Sheridan hoped to lure Confederate major general J. E. B. Stuart out of Richmond and defeat the Confederate cavalry. Stuart almost immediately learned of the raid and began a pursuit with Major General Fitzhugh Lee’s division, consisting of Brigadier Generals Lunsford Lomax’s and Williams Wickham’s brigades along with Brigadier General James B. Gordon’s independent brigade.

Sheridan’s forces came in contact with the Confederates when Wickham’s cavalry forces engaged Sheridan’s rear guard near Jarrald’s Mill; the Union troopers repulsed Wickham near Mitchell’s Shop. After dusk on May 9, Sheridan’s troopers reached the North Anna River. Two of the divisions made camp there, but Merritt’s division continued on across the river at Anderson’s Ford to Beaver Dam Station on the Virginia Central Railroad. Brigadier General George A. Custer led the attack. There Confederate guards fired the depot, but the Union cavalrymen destroyed 100 Confederate railcars and 2 locomotives and freed some 200 Union prisoners. The following day, Sheridan dispatched a brigade to Ashland, some 20 miles north of Richmond, there to destroy railroad track, supplies, and equipment.

The major confrontation with the Confederates during the raid came late on the morning of May 11, when Sheridan’s advance guard made contact with dismounted Confederates at 11:00 a.m. just north of Yellow Tavern. Sheridan took time to deploy his seven brigades in the hope of destroying Stuart. In the ensuing Battle of Yellow Tavern, Sheridan’s cavalrymen flanked Stuart and forced him to withdraw east. Meanwhile, Gordon attacked Sheridan’s rear. Sheridan spent much of the afternoon repositioning his forces to pressure Stuart’s right flank. The 1st Michigan seized a battery that was key to Confederate resistance, and both Wickham’s and Lomax’s troopers withdrew, leaving the road to Richmond open. Stuart now gathered the 1st Virginia and counterattacked. As the Confederates drove the Federals back, Stuart led his men in taking up position along a fence, firing at the Federals. As Union private John Huff of the 5th Michigan Cavalry rode past, he fired at Stuart and hit him in the abdomen; Stuart died the following night. After dealing with the Confederates to his front, Sheridan then repulsed Gordon to his rear, sending the Confederates there back in disarray.

After tending to the dead and wounded, Sheridan set his men in motion toward Richmond at 3:00 a.m. on May 12. Probing the Confederate capital, Sheridan discovered that the city was well defended, and he turned toward Mechanicsville to link up with Union forces there under Major General Benjamin Butler. Sheridan’s troops encountered heavy resistance near Fair Oaks from Confederate artillery stationed at Mechanicsville and breastworks thrown up by civilians along the road. Meanwhile, Gordon’s cavalrymen continued to engage the Union rear, with Gordon suffering a mortal wound.

Sheridan’s troopers crossed the Chickahominy River on May 12 and two days later arrived at Butler’s lines at Haxall’s Landing. They remained in the vicinity until May 24, at which time they rejoined the main Union army on the North Anna River.

The Richmond Raid was Sheridan’s first independent cavalry action. He had ridden completely around Lee’s army, destroyed supplies, disrupted communications, and defeated the Confederates in four separate engagements. The raid also had led to Stuart’s death, a major loss for the Confederacy.
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Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign

Start Date: August 7, 1864

End Date: March 2, 1865

Major Union offensive directed by Major General Philip H. Sheridan in and around Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley. When Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant laid out his plans for the great offensives of 1864, including his own massive effort against General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, the Shenandoah Valley figured prominently. But Union forces had seen little prior success in the much contested valley, and opening clashes of 1864 brought more frustration. As Grant and Lee slugged it out in northern Virginia, on May 15 Confederate major general John C. Breckinridge’s ragtag force humiliated the Union command of Major General Franz Sigel at New Market. Major General David Hunter replaced Sigel and waged a vengeful campaign of destruction, which included the burning of the Virginia Military Institute, before moving toward Lynchburg to threaten Lee’s rail communications. On June 12, Lee ordered Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early and II Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia to Lynchburg, where on June 17–18 Early’s forces beat back feeble probes by Hunter, who then pulled back into West Virginia, leaving the Shenandoah Valley to the Confederates and the path to the federal capital wide open.

In addition to its rich farmland, the Shenandoah Valley offered a natural corridor for invasion, as Lee had demonstrated during his advances into Maryland in 1862 and Pennsylvania in 1863. Having absorbed Breckinridges’s troops into his command, Early organized his Army of the Valley into two corps, commanded by Breckinridge and Major General Robert Rodes, supported by several cavalry and artillery units. On June 28, Early’s 14,000-man force marched from Staunton for a diversionary raid on Washington, hoping to relieve the pressure on Lee’s army. Reaching Harpers Ferry on July 4, the Confederate raiders moved into Maryland, striking the Baltimore & Ohio (B&O) Railroad and occupying Hagerstown and Frederick, from which the Confederates collected large cash ransoms. On July 10 at Monocacy, Maryland, a hastily assembled Union force commanded by Major General Lew Wallace slowed Early’s advance and bought time for Washington’s defenders. After dispatching Wallace’s valiant little command, Early pressed on to the outer defenses of the capital, which had been significantly reinforced. Having caused much excitement and anxiety, Early finally turned back for the valley. He then defeated Brigadier General George Crook’s West Virginia command at Kernstown on July 23 and appeared poised for another shot at Washington, once again hitting the B&O and sending his cavalry into Pennsylvania. When local leaders refused to pay an exorbitant ransom on Early’s instructions, the Confederates torched Chambersburg, Pennsylvania.

Grant was determined to put an end to the menace. The situation required a unified command and an accomplished leader. On August 7, the War Department announced the establishment of the Middle Military Division, which embraced the Middle Department and the Departments of Washington, the Susquehanna, and West Virginia, with Major General Philip H. Sheridan in command. Sheridan, who had commanded the Cavalry Corps of the Army of the Potomac, was a controversial choice but had Grant’s confidence. Sheridan’s mission was to terminate the threat posed by Early’s forces in the Shenandoah Valley and then to destroy the valley’s usefulness—militarily and materially—to the Confederacy and in so doing discourage continued civilian support for the war. Sheridan was given a powerful instrument to accomplish these tasks; his Army of the Shenandoah represented a new and very lethal model.

Sheridan’s force included Major General Horatio Wright’s steady VI Corps from the Army of the Potomac; XIX Corps, commanded by Brigadier General William Emory, that had recently arrived in the theater after service in Louisiana; and the so-called Army of West Virginia, also known as VIII Corps, commanded by Brigadier General George Crook. What distinguished Sheridan’s new command from others was the large and formidable cavalry component (a one-to-five ratio of cavalry to infantry). The Cavalry Corps, commanded by Brigadier General Alfred Torbert, included the 1st and 3rd Divisions from the Army of the Potomac and a division from the Army of West Virginia. It took many days for the various elements to arrive at Halltown and prepare for the coming offensive. In the meantime, Sheridan and Early timidly maneuvered and skirmished.

On September 19, 1864, Sheridan flung his 40,000-man army against Early’s force of half that size at Winchester. The Third Battle of Winchester featured intense infantry fighting in which the outnumbered Confederates held their ground until a massive cavalry charge late in the engagement destroyed the Confederate left, while a general advance by the infantry finished the job. Early managed to withdraw what remained of his army, and a stubborn rearguard action by Major General S. Dodson Ramseur’s division allowed the Confederates to save most of their baggage and artillery. Unfortunately for Sheridan, Brigadier General James H. Wilson’s cavalry failed to cut Early’s escape route, enabling the Confederates to fall back to a strong position at Fisher’s Hill, some 20 miles to the south. Confederate casualties exceeded 4,000, half of which were captured or missing, including valued division commander Robert Rodes, killed in action, while Sheridan lost 5,000.
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Sheridan pressed the initiative, advancing on Early’s position at Fisher’s Hill. On September 22, Sheridan sent VI and XIX Corps forward in a large demonstration to hold Early in place, while Crook’s command, after marching overnight undetected to a concealed position on the Confederate left, crashed into the Confederate flank. As Crook’s men struck, Sheridan unleashed the main line in a frontal assault up the ridge. Again the Confederate position crumbled as panicked units fled southward. This comparatively small affair resulted in only 600 Union casualties. Surprisingly, Early lost only 250 killed or wounded, but another 1,000 were captured or missing, and Early also lost 14 guns. Darkness, rain, and the inability of the cavalry to block the escape route prevented the total destruction of the Confederate force.

The cavalry had managed to take Front Royal on September 21 and dueled with Confederate horsemen the following day, but Torbert’s lack of aggressiveness prevented it from sealing the deal at Fisher’s Hill. On September 25, Sheridan, responding to an order from Grant, sent Wilson off to command the mounted arm of Major General William T. Sherman’s force in Georgia, which facilitated the promotion of the young and aggressive Brigadier General George A. Custer to head the 3rd Cavalry Division.

Early’s army meanwhile melted into the Blue Ridge Mountains awaiting reinforcement—Major General Joseph Kershaw’s division and Brigadier General Thomas Rosser’s brigade of cavalry from Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. The temporary disappearance of Confederate resistance allowed Sheridan to initiate the most unsavory aspect of the campaign, the utter and often wanton destruction of the valley. Although most of Sheridan’s men found the work—the burning of crops, barns, and mills and the killing or driving off of livestock—distasteful in the extreme, they carried it out with incredible precision and thoroughness, occasioning in the process much suffering. After cutting a swath of devastation up the valley and seeing nothing from Early, Sheridan backtracked, trailing thousands of refugees of war. Early now sent the newly arrived Rosser to snap at the Union column. By October 8, Sheridan had had enough. The following day, Brigadier General Wesley Merritt’s 1st Division and Custer’s 3rd Division routed Rosser’s command at Tom’s Brook. Sheridan, having believed that Early was largely finished, prepared to return VI Corps to the Army of the Potomac at Petersburg while the rest of the command moved into camps at Cedar Creek, near Middletown.

Sheridan also became involved in a disagreement with his superiors over how his army should next be employed. The debate compelled him to recall VI Corps. Secretary of War Edwin Stanton hoped to get his generals to agree by summoning Sheridan to Washington for a conference. On October 15, Sheridan traveled to the capital, leaving General Wright in command.

Early was not quite finished, however. He sent Major General John B. Gordon to examine the Union encampment. Gordon then devised a bold plan involving a daring night march followed by a surprise predawn attack on October 19. This four-division assault achieved total surprise in the Battle of Cedar Creek, routing Crook’s command and XIX Corps before Wright and VI Corps managed to stabilize the situation. Sheridan, who had spent the night before in Winchester, rode to the sound of the guns, arriving on the field at about the time Early suspended the attack. Sheridan then directed an afternoon counterattack that swept the Confederates from the field. The largest battle of the campaign claimed 6,000 Union and 3,000 Confederate casualties. Sheridan assumed hero status, and victory helped cement President Abraham Lincoln’s 1864 reelection.

Sheridan spent the rest of the year battling guerrilla activity and fending off Grant’s attempts to get him to move against the Virginia Central Railroad. Sheridan and Early each lost significant portions of their armies during December 1864. Finally, having sent off most of his infantry, Sheridan with two divisions of cavalry marched on the Virginia Central preparatory to a reunion with Grant’s army. At Waynesboro on March 2, 1865, Early made one last stand with a tiny force of 2,000, which Sheridan easily overwhelmed, taking 1,600 prisoners and all of the Rebels’ baggage and artillery.
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Sheridan’s Virginia Raid

Start Date: February 27, 1865

End Date: March 26, 1865

Union cavalry raid from the Shenandoah Valley to Petersburg. On October 19, 1864, in the northern Shenandoah Valley, Union major general Philip H. Sheridan’s Army of the Shenandoah defeated Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s Confederates in the Battle of Cedar Creek. During the rest of the autumn and that winter, Sheridan continued his destruction of crops and livestock, preventing vital stores from reaching General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Most of Early’s men, meanwhile, rejoined Lee at Petersburg. Military actions in the valley were limited to light skirmishing and combating partisans.

On February 20, 1865, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant ordered Sheridan to proceed south to Lynchburg and there destroy the Confederate rail and supply center and rail lines from there in all directions as well as the adjacent James River Canal. The Virginia Central Railroad was especially important in supplying Lee’s army at Petersburg. Following this, Sheridan was then to move into North Carolina to join with forces under Major General William T. Sherman.

On February 27, Sheridan departed Winchester with two cavalry divisions of 10,000 men and proceeded southward. On March 1, his men forced Early to evacuate Staunton. The next day at Waynesboro, some 12 miles east of Staunton, part of the Army of the Shenandoah under Major General George A. Custer attacked and destroyed the remnants of Early’s command of some 1,700 men, the only Confederate force of any strength left in the valley. Both sides suffered fewer than 100 killed or wounded, although the Union troopers also took 1,500 prisoners, a dozen guns, and several hundred wagons. Early and some of his staff managed to escape, but the battle ended organized Confederate resistance in the valley and marked the end of Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865).
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Sketch of Union major general Philip Sheridan’s Army of the Shenandoah in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, February or March 1864. (Library of Congress)

Sheridan then continued south. Electing not to attack heavily defended Lynchburg, he spent the next three weeks destroying farms, mills, crops, and supplies as well as tearing up track of the Virginia Central Railroad and destroying the James River Canal. Grant’s orders gave Sheridan wide discretion, and Sheridan decided that instead of proceeding to North Carolina, he would rejoin the Army of the Potomac at Petersburg.

Sheridan wrote in his memoirs that “Feeling that the war was nearing its end, I desired my cavalry to be in at the death.” Sheridan arrived at Petersburg on March 26, bringing Grant’s strength up to 122,000 men, more than double that of Lee’s force.

Sheridan played a key role in the actions to follow. On April 1, his men cut off Lee’s lines of communication at Five Forks, sealing the fate of Richmond and Petersburg and forcing Lee to evacuate. In the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865), Sheridan effectively sealed the fate of Lee’s army, capturing more than a fifth of his remaining men, and on April 9 Sheridan blocked Lee’s remaining escape route at Appomattox Court House, forcing the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia.
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Sherman, John

Birth Date: May 10, 1823

Death Date: October 22, 1900

Republican politician. Born on May 10, 1823, in Lancaster, Ohio, John Sherman was the younger brother of General William T. Sherman. John Sherman began the study of law at age 14. Admitted to the bar in 1844, he established a practice in Mansfield, Ohio, before moving to Cleveland in 1853. Active in politics as a member of the Whig Party and strongly opposed to slavery, Sherman helped to organize the new Republican Party in Ohio after passage of the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act, which he vociferously opposed. That same year, he was elected to the first of three successive terms in the U.S. House of Representatives. As chairman of the powerful Ways and Means Committee from 1859 to 1861, Sherman quickly rose to political prominence.

In 1861 Sherman won election to the U.S. Senate, where he served until 1877. As chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, he played a crucial role in formulating government financial policy during the Reconstruction era. Although he had supported the use of paper money (greenbacks) during the Civil War, he deplored the inflationary effects of relying on anything but gold as the foundation of the nation’s monetary system. In 1875 he oversaw the enactment of the Specie Resumption Act.

In 1877 Sherman left the Senate to assume the post of secretary of the treasury in the Rutherford B. Hayes administration. Sherman served as treasury secretary until March 1881. Later that year, he was once more elected to the U.S. Senate to take up the seat vacated by James A. Garfield, who had been elected president. Sherman served until 1897.

Although unsuccessful in securing the Republican nomination for president in 1880, 1884, and 1888, Sherman gave his name to two important pieces of legislation passed in 1890. The first was the Sherman Antitrust Act (1890), which made it a crime for business firms to combine to prevent competition. The second was the Sherman Silver Purchase Act (1890), which dramatically increased the amount of silver purchased by the federal government. The consequences of this act proved to be disastrous for the U.S. Treasury, however, during the economic depression of 1893–1897.

President William McKinley appointed Sherman secretary of state in 1897. The move proved to be a poor choice. The combination of Sherman’s advanced age, failing memory, and staunch opposition to the acquisition of overseas colonies led McKinley to request that Sherman resign from the cabinet in April 1898. Sherman died in Washington, D.C., on October 22, 1900.
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Sherman, Thomas West

Birth Date: March 26, 1813

Death Date: March 16, 1879

Union officer. Thomas West Sherman was born in Newport, Rhode Island, on March 26, 1813. In 1832, disappointed with his education choices, which were limited by his family’s low income, he walked more than 400 miles to Washington, D.C., where he managed to secure an audience with President Andrew Jackson. Sherman had hoped to win an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. Jackson was so impressed that he assured Sherman a spot in the class of 1836. After graduation that year, Sherman served as a second lieutenant in the 3rd Artillery Regiment during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and participated in the removal of the Cherokees to Indian Territory (Oklahoma). Promoted to first lieutenant in 1838 and to captain in 1846, Sherman was assigned to a variety of duties. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he won a brevet promotion to major for his role in the Battle of Buena Vista.

Following the Mexican-American War, Sherman served at posts in New England, on the Minnesota frontier, and in Kansas. He commanded a small expedition to put down a Sioux rebellion in the Dakota Territory in 1859.

Following the start of the Civil War, Sherman was promoted to major in the 3rd Artillery. On May 21, 1861, he assumed command of all the light batteries in the Department of Washington, D.C., and was promoted to lieutenant colonel of the 5th Artillery. On August 6, 1861, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers. After commanding the ground forces in the Port Royal Expedition in November, he then was dispatched to the western theater, where he commanded a division during the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862) in Mississippi.

In September 1862, Sherman was in charge of the Union position at Carrollton, Louisiana. In January 1863, he took command of a division in XIX Corps. On May 27, 1863, Sherman was wounded severely during the Port Hudson Campaign, requiring the amputation of his right leg. At the end of the war, he commanded the defenses of New Orleans. He was brevetted major general in both the regulars and volunteers. After mustering out of the volunteer army, he served in the U.S. Army as a colonel. He subsequently commanded posts from New England to Key West, Florida, retiring in 1870 as a major general. He died in Newport, Rhode Island, on March 16, 1879.
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Sherman, William Tecumseh

Birth Date: February 8, 1820

Death Date: February 14, 1891

Union officer. Born in Lancaster, Ohio, on February 8, 1820, William Tecumseh Sherman graduated 5th in his class of 42 from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1840 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of artillery. He fought in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) in Florida and was promoted to first lieutenant (November 1841). During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Sherman was a staff officer under Colonel Stephen Kearny in California, winning a brevet promotion to captain. Sherman made permanent captain two years later, in June 1850.

Resigning his commission in 1853, Sherman became the agent for a St. Louis–based banking firm, but the parent bank failed in 1857. Sherman then briefly practiced law in Kansas and was superintendent of the Alexandria Military Academy (later Louisiana State University) from 1859 to 1861. Sherman had great affection for the South, but when Louisiana seceded from the Union, he resigned his position in January 1861 and moved to St. Louis.

Sherman reentered the U.S. Army as colonel of the new 13th Infantry Regiment in May 1861 and commanded a brigade in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Appointed a brigadier general of volunteers that August, he was ordered to the western theater to help hold Kentucky for the Union. There his eccentric behavior prompted questions about his sanity. Temporarily relieved of his duties, he returned in Major General Henry W. Halleck’s Department of the Missouri in February 1862 and assumed command of the Cairo Military District, Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant’s former post.
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Major General William Tecumseh Sherman was one of the principal Union field commanders of the Civil War. Sherman commanded the armies that took Atlanta and then pushed to the sea and through the Carolinas. Sherman was subsequently the commanding general of the U.S. Army. (National Archives)

Assuming command of a division in Grant’s Army of the Tennessee, Sherman distinguished himself in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was slightly wounded. Promoted to major general of volunteers in May, he developed a close friendship with Grant and by that summer was Grant’s principal subordinate. Sherman participated in Halleck’s Corinth Campaign (May 3–30, 1862) and then the effort to take Vicksburg, where Sherman was rebuffed in fighting north of the city in the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862). Sherman then led II Corps of the Army of the Mississippi and took part in the capture of Arkansas Post (January 11, 1863). His force then transferred to the Army of the Tennessee as XV Corps, and Sherman aided Grant in the capture of Vicksburg (July 4, 1863), for which Sherman was promoted to regular army brigadier general in July.

When Grant took charge in the western theater, he assigned Sherman command of the Army of the Tennessee in October 1863. Sherman then led the Union left wing in the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25). When Grant became Union Army general in chief, Sherman took command of the Military Division of the Mississippi in March 1864, for all practical purposes overall command of the western theater.

With his Armies of the Cumberland, the Tennessee, and the Ohio, Sherman launched a campaign against General Joseph E. Johnston’s Confederate Army of Tennessee in May 1864, driving toward Atlanta, Georgia. Sherman made steady, if slow (100 miles in 74 days), progress against Johnston, who was replaced by General John Bell Hood in July. Sherman also won a series of battles against the offensive-minded Hood before resorting to a siege and ultimately occupying the major rail center of Atlanta on September 2. For this accomplishment, Sherman received the Thanks of Congress and promotion to regular army major general.

Destroying such military stocks as would not be of use to him and detaching part of his force to deal with Hood in Tennessee, Sherman began his March to the Sea on November 16, 1864. He was very much a modern general in the sense that he practiced total war, and he believed that destroying property would likely bring the war to a speedier end than would the taking of lives. Sherman encouraged his armies to forage liberally off the land, cutting a wide swath of destruction through Georgia. Reaching the coast, his forces occupied Savannah on December 21, 1864.

Turning northward, Sherman began a drive through the Carolinas on February 1, 1865, taking Columbia, South Carolina, on February 17. The city was burned, but retreating Confederate troops rather than Sherman were probably to blame. After a few last engagements, Sherman accepted the surrender of the Confederate field army under General Johnston near Durham Station, North Carolina, on April 26.

Following the war, in June 1865 Sherman took command of the Division of the Missouri. When Grant was promoted to general in July 1866, Sherman was advanced to lieutenant general, and when Grant became president in March 1869, Sherman moved up to become commanding general of the army as a full general. During his years in command, the army successfully prosecuted wars with Native Americans in the West. Here a chief concern was to protect the railroads. Sherman also practiced against the Native Americans the same sort of war as he had in 1864–1865, seeking to destroy food stocks and other resources in order to bring the fighting to a speedier conclusion. At the same time, however, he strongly opposed speculators and corrupt Indian agents who profited at Native American expense.

On June 19, 1879, Sherman delivered his “War Is Hell” speech at West Point. As commanding general, he took a deep interest in professionalism as well as in military education, establishing the School of Application for Infantry and Cavalry (today the Command and General Staff College) at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1881. He also encouraged the publication of military journals. Sherman stepped down as commanding general on November 1, 1883. He retired from the army on February 8, 1884, and lived in New York City. His two volumes of memoirs, The Memoirs of General William T. Sherman, are, like the man who wrote them, plain-spoken and direct. After his retirement he refused to run for president on the Republican ticket. Sherman died in New York City on February 14, 1891. An intelligent and aggressive commander who is often credited with originating modern total war, Sherman was also an able administrator and a notable military reformer.
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Sherman’s Land Grants

Land given to freed former slaves along the southeastern coast of the United States. As Major General William T. Sherman carried out his March to the Sea, which ended in Savannah, Georgia, in December 1864, Union forces liberated scores of slaves who had been working on the area’s large plantations.

When Secretary of War Edward Stanton visited Sherman at his Savannah headquarters during the first week of January 1865, the two men discussed how best to handle the now large free black population in southeastern Georgia and southeastern South Carolina. Stanton suggested enlisting black men, who were generally eager to serve, into the Union Army. Sherman then met with local African American leaders, who also counseled him on the subject.

After much rumination, on January 16, 1865, Sherman published his Special Field Order No. 15. The order provided for the immediate enlistment of black men into the Union ranks but also set aside a 250-mile stretch of Atlantic coastline for African American settlement. The banks of major rivers, 30 miles into the interior, were also to be set aside for such purposes. The strip of land stretched from just south of Charleston, South Carolina, and to just north of Jacksonville, Florida. Each African American family was to receive 40 acres of land within this region. Sherman’s momentous order was backed by the 1862 Confiscation Act, which had held that land owned by secessionists could be subject to seizure and redistribution at the government’s prerogative. The order took immediate effect, and by June 1865, some 40,000 ex-slaves had been resettled in the designated territories. Many were settled on the Sea Islands of South Carolina and Georgia, which had once been the home of huge plantations that produced rice and cotton.

Although the federal government in 1866 failed to make these land grants official by offering bona fide land titles, most blacks remained on the land for generations, gradually acquiring ownership through squatters’ rights. On the Sea Islands especially, which until the late 20th century were isolated and reachable only by boat, the Gullah culture emerged and prospered, a unique blend of West African, American, and Caribbean influences. The first school for freed slaves in the South was established in June 1862 on St. Helena Island, just off the coast of Beaufort, South Carolina.
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Sherman’s March through the Carolinas

Start Date: January 1865

End Date: April 1865

Union campaign that began in Savannah, Georgia, in mid-January 1865 and ended in Durham Station close to Raleigh, North Carolina, on April 26, 1865. Major General William Tecumseh Sherman’s march through South and North Carolina is one of the most legendary episodes and in some minds the most infamous episode of the Civil War. Although some believe it to be a watershed in the development of modern war strategy and others believe it to be the bloodiest atrocity of the war, it was in fact neither. Sherman was not the first general to live off the land, and in fact his march in many ways resembled a classic punitive expedition. What made it unique was the scale of the challenge of supplying a modern army of 60,000 men across 550 miles of enemy territory (the distance between Savannah and the original objective of Richmond) without conventional supply lines. Similarly, although the destruction of property—especially in South Carolina—was immense, there was otherwise remarkably little violence against Southern civilians.

After his March to the Sea had reached Savannah in late December 1864, Sherman received orders from Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, then mired in the siege at Petersburg, to join him near Richmond, thereby setting the stage for what would become known as the Carolina Campaign. By this time, Sherman’s army group had already been carefully culled down to mostly the fittest and most experienced men. The organization was, however, basically the same as it had been since leaving Atlanta. The left wing, known as the Army of Georgia, was commanded by Major General Henry W. Slocum and contained XIV and XX Corps. The right wing, the Army of the Tennessee, was led by Major General Oliver H. Howard and consisted of XV and XVII Corps. In support was a cavalry division under Brigadier General H. Judson Kilpatrick. Together with artillerymen and engineers, Sherman’s command numbered roughly 60,000 men, 68 guns, 2,500 wagons, 600 ambulances, and 16,200 draft animals.

The wagons only contained forage for 7 days and provender for 20 days because Sherman, just as he had done in Georgia, intended that his men live off the land, a strategy facilitated by the skills of the ubiquitous bummers, soldiers expert at requisitioning food and other desirables. Most of the wagons therefore contained ammunition, the one commodity not freely available. As it worked out, there were few serious engagements to consume this valuable cargo.

The march began in mid-January 1865 with the movement of part of the right wing (XVII Corps and part of XV Corps) to Beaufort, South Carolina, about 35 miles to the north of Savannah; the rest of the right wing advanced overland from Savannah, securing the eastern flank for the left wing, which departed 10 days later along a route farther west. Howard’s men passed through Pocotaligo and Columbia, South Carolina, and rendezvoused at Fayetteville, North Carolina, with Slocum, who moved through Blackville, Lexington, and Winnsboro.

By at least the autumn of 1864, Sherman had come to believe that Confederate civilians, especially the planter classes, must be made to directly bear the consequences of their rebellion before they would give up. In the advance across Georgia, he had encouraged his troops to engage in a sort of controlled pillaging, the target of which was usually government resources or the property of the wealthy. The wanton destruction, however, abruptly escalated as the troops crossed into South Carolina. Sherman’s men, many two-year or even three-year veterans, regarded the state, the first to secede from the Union, as the center of the rebellion, and they were determined to make it pay.

The popular view that Sherman’s army cut a swath of destruction 40 miles wide is not too far off the mark. The most notorious episode was the destruction of the South Carolina state capital, Columbia. In spite of the efforts of Sherman and Howard to prevent it, thousands of Union arsonists, abetted by civilian renegades, burned down one-third of the city. Union officers were often unable or unwilling to stop them. Sherman himself fretted lest efforts to discourage such behavior curb the very instincts that made his army so formidable. When the troops crossed into North Carolina, the ferocity abruptly declined, perhaps in part because North Carolina had been the last state to secede and still retained a sizable population loyal to the Union.

Armed Confederate resistance to the march generally consisted of a few small encounters with local militia and occasional clashes between the cavalry of Kilpatrick and Major General Wade Hampton. The only major engagements were on March 16, 1865, at Averasboro, North Carolina, a delaying action fought by Confederate forces under Lieutenant General William J. Hardee to create the conditions for General Joseph E. Johnston’s attack three days later, resulting in the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21).

Bentonville proved to be the largest battle of the campaign. Sherman’s lines held, and on March 21 he flanked Johnston’s army, forcing it back with minimum bloodshed and ammunition expenditure. Three days later Sherman rendezvoused with Major General John M. Schofield’s XXIII Corps at Goldsboro, North Carolina. Raleigh fell on April 13, and with Confederate general Robert E. Lee having already surrendered on April 9 at Appomattox, Virginia, Sherman arranged a controversial peace with Johnston at Durham Station on April 26.

The cumulative damage inflicted by Sherman’s army in the course of the march through Georgia and the Carolinas was immense. Vast portions of the economic infrastructure were destroyed or severely damaged, most notoriously railroads, a favorite target for Sherman’s men, who had developed a remarkable talent for their destruction. Some historians maintain that the long-term impact of such ruination significantly impeded the postwar economic recovery of the South. Also destroyed were the physical manifestations of the slave-owning culture, including auction blocks and slave pens.

The strategic impact of Sherman’s March through the Carolinas was undoubtedly great and arguably decisive. Initial Southern defiance gave way to the painful realization of impotence and eventually demoralization. Desertion in the Confederate ranks increased dramatically. This was an important factor in forcing Lee to abandon the siege at Petersburg, an act that led swiftly to the end at Appomattox. Yet for all its notoriety, there was an underlying humanity to Sherman’s strategic vision. By destroying things, he hoped to change minds and thus obviate the need to kill people.
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Sherman’s March to the Sea

Start Date: November 15, 1864

End Date: December 21, 1864

The advance by Union western theater commander Major General William T. Sherman’s army group from Atlanta to Savannah, Georgia, also known as the Savannah Campaign. Frustrated by his inability to close with and defeat General John B. Hood’s Confederate Army of Tennessee, Sherman received permission from general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant to abandon Atlanta. Sherman sent Major General George H. Thomas and part of his Army of the Cumberland and Major John M. Schofield and his Army of the Ohio north and west to restrain Hood and defend Tennessee. Sherman then destroyed any confiscated supplies in Atlanta that might be of use to the Confederates and evacuated the city, striking east on November 15 with his army group of some 62,000 men in his March to the Sea, with the objective being the port city of Savannah.

For the march, Sherman organized his army into two wings: the right wing, the Army of the Tennessee commanded by Major General Oliver O. Howard with XV and XVII Corps totaling seven divisions, and the left wing, the Army of Georgia commanded by Major General Henry W. Slocum with XIV and XX Corps totaling six divisions. A cavalry division under Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick operated in support of both wings. The separate wings were intended to ease supply problems but also to confuse the Confederates as to the army’s actual destination.

Sherman, and Grant for that matter, believed that the quickest and ultimately least costly way to end the war was by waging total war—bringing the war home to the South by breaking the will to resist through the destruction of its economic resources. Any political constraints on such policies had been removed by President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection in November. Grant hoped that the Savannah Campaign might also increase the pressure on Confederate forces besieged at Petersburg and at the least prevent Southern reinforcements from being sent there.

Sherman’s men were initially supplied with 20 days of rations, but they were encouraged to forage liberally on the countryside and to destroy crops and livestock that the troops themselves could not consume. The foragers, known as bummers, were to secure the food stocks necessary while the rest of the army worked to destroy Confederate infrastructure. Sherman deliberately planned the march so as to traverse the most productive areas of the state. His Special Field Order No. 120 explicitly stated that “The Army will forage liberally on the country during the march,” with the goal being to maintain at all times 10 days’ worth of food stocks in the wagons and 3 days’ worth of forage. In his orders, Sherman said that African Americans were permitted to join the army’s route of march, but he enjoined commanders that this should be in relation to the ability to feed them and that the needs of the soldiers must always be the top priority.
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Sherman’s armies cut a swath of destruction some 300 miles in length and 60 miles in width. Union troops systematically destroyed factories, some public buildings, warehouses, bridges, and rail lines. Railroad track, which the South could not replace, was torn up, and the ties were burned to heat the track, which was twisted into so-called Sherman neckties. Although Sherman gave precise orders that the destruction of mills, cotton gins, factories, and residences was vested in army commanders alone, this was not always adhered to, for there were considerable looting and wanton destruction. Sherman contended that the damage inflicted in his march, while regrettable, would serve to bring the war to a faster end and was preferable to loss in lives. Indeed, the destruction of infrastructure and industry severely impacted the ability of the South to continue the war and also had a profound psychological impact.

With never more than some 13,000 Confederate troops available to contest it, the Union advance was largely unopposed. Confederate cavalry under Major General Joseph Wheeler constituted the principal Southern military force involved. The first action of note took place at Griswoldville on November 22, when Georgia militiamen launched a series of uncoordinated attacks on Howard’s right wing, only to be driven off with some 1,100 casualties (400 of them prisoners) and Union losses of only 100. Small actions occurred with Wheeler’s cavalry at Ball’s Ferry (November 24–25), Sandersville (November 25–26), and Buck Head Creek (November 28). On November 30, some 1,100 Georgia militiamen under Gustavus W. Smith fought a sharp engagement at Honey Hill with 5,500 Union troops under Brigadier General John P. Hatch moving from Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, to join Sherman’s army group. Hatch withdrew after sustaining 134 casualties, while the Georgia militiamen suffered but 50. On December 4, Union cavalry under Kilpatrick routed the Confederates in the Battle of Waynesboro.
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Soldiers of Union major general William T. Sherman’s army group destroying Confederate railroad facilities and rolling stock during their March to the Sea of November–December 1864. (Library of Congress)

Union forces completed their 300-mile march when they arrived at the outskirts of Savannah on December 10. Union naval forces were waiting with supplies, and after the storming and capture of Fort McAllister on December 13, the supply ships were able to move freely up the Savannah River. The surrender of Savannah on December 21 officially brought the campaign to a close. A magnanimous Sherman spared Savannah, which became his “Christmas gift” to President Lincoln.

Sherman estimated the damage inflicted in his march at some $100 million, of which only about 20 percent was to Union advantage; the remainder was simple destruction. His forces had destroyed 300 miles of railroad track and had seized 4,000 horses, 5,000 mules, and 13,000 head of cattle as well as vast amounts of produce. The total damage was staggering and greatly hindered the ability of the South to continue the war.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Foraging; Fort McAllister, Georgia, Capture of; Honey Hill, Battle of; Hood, John Bell; Howard, Oliver Otis; Kilpatrick, Hugh Judson; Savannah, Georgia, Siege of; Schofield, John McAllister; Sherman, William Tecumseh; Slocum, Henry Warner; Smith, Gustavus Woodson; Thomas, George Henry; Waynesboro, Georgia, Battle of; Wheeler, Joseph

Further Reading

Campbell, Jacqueline Glass. When Sherman Marched North from the Sea: Resistance on the Confederate Home Front. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2003.

Glatthaar, Joseph T. The March to the Sea and Beyond: Sherman’s Troops in the Savannah and Carolinas Campaigns. New York: New York University Press, 1985.

Kennett, Lee. Marching through Georgia: The Story of Soldiers and Civilians during Sherman’s Campaign. New York: HarperCollins, 1995.

Sherman, William T. Memoirs of General W. T. Sherman. New York: Library of America, 1990.

Trudeau, Noah Andre. Southern Storm: Sherman’s March to the Sea. New York: HarperCollins, 2008.

_______________________

Sherman’s Peace Proposals

Somewhat derisive term used to describe Union major general William T. Sherman’s April 1865 armistice negotiations with Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston. After the Confederates formally surrendered at Appomattox Court House on April 12, 1865, Johnston sent a messenger to Sherman’s headquarters at Raleigh, North Carolina, seeking an armistice.

The two commanders met at Bennett House outside Durham Station on April 17 to hash out an agreement. During a second meeting the next day, Johnson and Sherman both signed a memo suspending hostilities and establishing postarmistice conditions. Sherman believed that he was negotiating with the blessing of the new Andrew Johnson administration, but it is clear that Sherman overstepped his authority.

The Sherman-Johnson agreement stipulated an immediate armistice, general amnesty, and the disarming of Confederate troops. It also called for the former Confederates to obey all state and federal laws, allowed state governments to be reconstituted upon presidential approval, specified the reestablishment of federal courts, and decreed that all personal and property rights of former Confederates would be protected.

President Johnson was not happy with Sherman’s negotiations, which he believed were too generous and which had overstepped Sherman’s authority. Secretary of War Edwin L. Stanton was reportedly apoplectic and publicly lambasted Sherman’s behavior. Northern newspapers pilloried Sherman for his overreaching “peace proposals.” Within days, Stanton ordered Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant to visit Sherman at his Raleigh headquarters.

Grant gently informed Sherman that the president and his cabinet had rejected the peace proposal. Sherman seemingly took the reversal in stride and renegotiated a new agreement with Johnston on April 26. This second round of negotiations resulted in terms that were nearly identical to those agreed to by Grant and Robert E. Lee on April 9. When Sherman read about Stanton’s tirade against him in newspapers, the general was furious. Sherman continued to believe that his initial peace proposal had been entirely correct.
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Sherwood, Isaac Ruth

Birth Date: August 13, 1835

Death Date: October 15, 1925

Union officer. Isaac Ruth Sherwood was born in Stanford, New York, on August 13, 1835. Sherwood attended the Hudson River Institute in Claverack, New York, and Antioch College in Ohio, then studied law at the Ohio Law College in Poland, Ohio. After completing his education in 1857, he purchased and became the editor of the Williams County Gazette, an abolitionist newspaper, in Bryan, Ohio. In October 1860, Sherwood was elected probate judge of Williams County.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Sherwood resigned his judgeship and enlisted as a private in the 14th Ohio Infantry on April 22, 1861. His unit saw action in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia) early in the war and mustered out on August 13. Sherwood then joined the 111th Ohio Infantry as a first lieutenant (September 6). He was promoted to major on February 13, 1863, and performed effectively in the Battle of Campbell’s Station (November 16, 1863). Sherwood was promoted to lieutenant colonel on February 12, 1864. He took part in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and distinguished himself in the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15, 1864). He was brevetted brigadier general effective February 27, 1865, for his leading role in the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864). He then participated in the final actions of Major General William T. Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). He mustered out of the military on June 27, 1865.

Sherwood settled in Toledo, Ohio, where he became the editor of the Toledo Commercial. He also became active in the Republican Party and was elected Ohio’s secretary of state in 1868 and again in 1870. In 1872 Sherwood was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving one term. He then returned to Ohio and purchased the Toledo Journal and was its editor (1875–1884). He was elected probate judge of Lucas County in 1878 and again in 1881. Moving to Canton, in 1886 Sherwood became the editor of the Canton News-Democrat.

Sherwood, now a member of the Democratic Party, was again elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1906, serving from 1907 to 1921 and from 1923 to 1925. A pacifist, he opposed U.S. participation in World War I. Sherwood died in Toledo, Ohio, on October 15, 1925.
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Shields, James

Birth Date: May 6, 1806

Death Date: June 1, 1879

Union officer. Born in County Tyrone, Ireland, on May 6, 1806, James Shields immigrated to the United States and settled in Kaskaskia, Illinois, in 1828. He worked as a schoolteacher and studied law, being admitted to the bar in 1832. A Jackson Democrat, Shields briefly saw action in the Black Hawk War of 1832 and was elected to the Illinois legislature in 1836. He later served two terms as the state auditor of Illinois. After serving as a volunteer in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), Shields was appointed a justice on the Illinois Supreme Court in 1843, and in 1845 President James Polk named him commissioner of the general land office.

With the outbreak of the Mexican-American War in 1846, Shields resigned his post and on July 1, 1846, was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers, serving under Brigadier Generals Zachary Taylor and John E. Wool. Shields then joined Major General Winfield Scott’s army for the Mexico City Campaign, commanding a brigade during the siege of Veracruz in March 1847.

At the Battle of Cerro Gordo (April 18, 1847), Shields was severely wounded but returned to command a brigade and saw action in the Battle of Contreras (August 20, 1847) and later that day at the Battle of Churubusco. At the Battle of Chapultepec (September 13, 1847), he was again wounded and missed the last combat of the war. He was brevetted to major general later that year and returned home with his brigade in July 1848, at which time he was mustered out of service.

In 1848 Polk appointed Shields governor of the Oregon Territory, and in 1849 Shields was elected as a Democrat to the U.S. Senate from Illinois. He then moved to Minnesota, where he was also elected to the U.S. Senate, serving from 1858 to 1859. He subsequently settled in California.

On August 19, 1861, President Abraham Lincoln appointed Shields a brigadier general of volunteers. During Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), Shields’s division was soundly defeated at the Battle of Port Republic (June 9, 1862). He saw little action thereafter and resigned his commission on March 28, 1863. Shields settled first in California and then Missouri. He briefly returned to the U.S. Senate in 1879 for a third time when he was appointed to finish the term of a senator who had died. He served only three months and did not seek reelection. Shields died at Ottumwa, Iowa, on June 1, 1879.
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Shiloh, Battle of

Start Date: April 6, 1862

End Date: April 7, 1862

Arguably the first great land battle of the Civil War. The Battle of Shiloh (also known as the Battle of Pittsburg Landing) took place along the banks of the Tennessee River at Pittsburg Landing, some 23 miles north of the strategic town of Corinth, Mississippi. The battle derived its name from a small Methodist church named Shiloh (Hebrew for “place of peace”).
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Fought on April 6–7, 1862 on the west bank of the Tennessee River and 23 miles north of strategic Corinth, Mississippi, the Battle of Shiloh ended in a Union victory but claimed 23,732 total casualties and was, to that date, the bloodiest battle in American history. (Library of Congress)

By April 1862, Union forces had driven the Confederates from Kentucky and Tennessee; had opened the Tennessee River to Florence, Alabama; and were preparing a conquest of the Mississippi. Stung by defeats at Fort Henry (February 6) and Fort Donelson (February 13–16) and the loss of Nashville (February 25), commander of Confederate Department No. 2 General Albert Sidney Johnston was determined to engage and defeat the Federals. He called up reinforcements and ordered a concentration at Corinth.

The strategy promulgated by Major General Henry Halleck, commander of the Union Department of the Mississippi, was to send forces down the Mississippi but also sever Confederate railroad lines across the region and take the town of Corinth, a key railhead. Halleck ordered Major General Ulysses S. Grant and his Army of West Tennessee (soon to be renamed the Army of the Tennessee) to link up with Major General Don Carlos Buell’s Army of the Ohio, which was marching from Nashville. The two would then operate together in a joint offensive against Corinth. Seizing the town would cut two important Confederate railroads, the west-east Memphis & Charleston Railroad, connecting the Mississippi, Memphis, and Richmond, and also the north-south Mobile & Ohio Railroad.

Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862)








	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength
	75,000
	44,000



	Killed
	  1,745
	  1,723



	Wounded
	  8,408
	  8,012



	Captured or missing
	  2,885
	     959




Grant’s six divisions of nearly 39,000 men arrived at Pittsburg Landing. Grant pushed his men two miles inland on the west bank of the river, where they set up camp and waited for Buell’s forces, delayed in their march by heavy rains, to arrive. Grant’s troops were loosely arrayed near Shiloh Church. Grant, however, had neglected to send any reconnaissance parties to ascertain Confederate strength. He was more preoccupied with his own offensive plans. As a result, defensive arrangements had been largely ignored. By early April, Grant’s men were scattered throughout the area, with no attempt having been made to form any sort of battle line or even throw up rudimentary earthworks.
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The Confederates were not quiescent, however. Johnston, who was well aware of Grant’s arrival at Pittsburg Landing and probable Union intentions, was determined to strike Grant and destroy his army before Buell could arrive with his 36,000-man army. Johnston organized his army into four corps under Major Generals Leonidas Polk, Braxton Bragg, and William J. Hardee and Brigadier General John C. Breckinridge. On April 3, Johnston set out with 44,000 men from Corinth for Pittsburg Landing; however, rains turned the roads into quagmires, making progress slow and difficult. On April 5, Johnston’s men were a scant four miles southwest of Shiloh, although their arrival went unnoticed by Union forces.

On April 6 at about 5:00 a.m., Johnston’s men clashed with Union pickets and then struck the awakening Union army in full force, nearly overwhelming the unprepared Federals. The Confederates first hit Brigadier General William Tecumseh Sherman’s division. Ill-prepared, it fell back. The Confederates then attacked the divisions commanded by Brigadier General Benjamin M. Prentiss and Major General John A. McClernand. Their troops, plus those of Sherman’s re-formed division, then battled the Confederates during the next three hours in costly fighting that slowed the Confederate assault. Superior numbers finally told, however, and the Confederates overran the Union divisions.

The Confederates were hindered not only by the stubborn Union defense but also by ill-trained troops who stopped to loot the abandoned Union camps. A faulty battle plan also contributed, as the four corps became hopelessly tangled. The offensive ground to a halt as units became disorganized. Afforded time to redeploy, Grant, who was not on the field when the attack came, rushed to the landing from nearby Savannah, Tennessee, and began to organize a defensive position around the landing. He slowly re-formed a solid defensive front centered on a sunken road held by Prentiss’s men. Grant ordered it held at all costs. The Confederates described the bitter fighting there as the Hornet’s Nest.

The Confederates, meanwhile, had lost their commander. At about 2:00 p.m. while directing an attack on the Union lines, Johnston was struck in the leg by a bullet that severed an artery, and he bled to death on the field. General P. G. T. Beauregard then assumed command of the Confederate forces. Fighting raged across the field. The Confederates massed 62 guns and finally blasted Prentiss into submission. He and some 2,000 defenders of the Hornet’s Nest surrendered at around 5:30. By the evening of April 6, although Union forces had been driven from their camp, they had developed a strong defensive position around Pittsburg Landing, protected on their flanks by ravines and by the heavy guns of two gunboats in the river to their rear. That evening in a controversial decision, Beauregard suspended the Confederate attack, expecting to complete the destruction of the Union army in the morning.

During the night, however, lead elements of Buell’s army and Major General Lew Wallace’s division arrived and were immediately hurried into the line. On April 7 to Beauregard’s surprise, Grant struck first. At about 7:30 a.m., Union forces began steadily pushing the Confederates back. The fighting that day was as bloody as the combat of the previous day. Late that afternoon, Beauregard pulled his battered and exhausted army back to Corinth. The Union army did not pursue.

The Battle of Shiloh was over. The first great meat-grinder battle of the war, it had cost the Union 13,038 casualties (1,745 killed, 8,408 wounded, and 2,885 captured). The Confederates lost 10,694 (1,723 killed, 8,012 wounded, and 959 missing or captured). The grisly total of 23,732 causalities from this single battle was more than the United States had suffered in all of its previous wars combined. The carnage shocked Americans, North and South.

The Union victory at Shiloh was of tremendous consequence in the war. Although criticized for his lack of preparation, Grant had survived and proven himself to be an aggressive commander. Although temporarily demoted by Halleck afterward, Grant withstood calls for his head and was sustained by President Abraham Lincoln, who famously stated, “I can’t spare this man. He fights.” The battle ultimately doomed the Confederate cause in the West. After a tortoise-like advance and siege directed by Halleck, the Confederates abandoned Corinth in June.
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Shorter, John Gill

Birth Date: April 23, 1818

Death Date: May 29, 1872

Governor of Alabama (1861–1863). John Gill Shorter was born on April 23, 1818, in Monticello, Georgia. He graduated from the University of Georgia in 1837, passed the state bar in 1838, and moved to Eufaula, Alabama, that same year. Shorter practiced law there for four years before being appointed solicitor. In 1845 he waged a successful bid for a seat in the Alabama Senate and served two terms before becoming a circuit court judge, a post he held for nine years. In early 1861 Shorter was appointed to the Alabama Secession Convention, where the avid secessionist urged immediate secession.

Later that same year, Shorter was elected to the Provisional Confederate Congress. He was an enthusiastic supporter of President Jefferson Davis’s war policies and also helped craft the Confederate Constitution. Running for governor in the summer of 1861, Shorter was elected in August and took office in December.

As governor, Shorter undertook numerous measures to strengthen his state’s defenses, especially around the strategic port city of Mobile, and tried to provide as many soldiers as possible to the government in the Confederate capital of Richmond. He was also lauded for the measures he took to aid families of those fighting in the war. Shorter’s popularity plummeted, however, after the Union invasion of northern Alabama in the spring of 1862, which resulted in much destroyed property and general misery for those living in the region. Forced to raise taxes and institute a mandatory draft, Shorter lost his reelection bid in 1863.

After leaving office on December 1, 1863, Shorter resumed his legal practice in Eufaula but thereafter eschewed public office. He was detained and briefly imprisoned by federal authorities in 1865, but he soon returned to his law practice. Shorter died on May 29, 1872, in Eufaula, Alabama.
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Shoup, Francis Asbury

Birth Date: March 22, 1834

Death Date: September 4, 1896

Confederate officer. Francis Asbury Shoup was born on March 22, 1834, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1855. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Artillery Regiment, he fought in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858). Resigning his commission, he studied law and opened a practice in Indiana. He also became a militia officer there. Sympathizing with the Southern cause, Shoup relocated to Florida around 1860 and began a law practice in St. Augustine.

In the spring of 1861, Shoup was named a lieutenant of a state artillery unit and then briefly led an artillery battery in Fernandina. Commissioned a major in the Confederate Army in October 1861, he was sent west and commanded a 12-gun artillery battalion in Kentucky.

Shoup was later assigned as artillery chief for Major General William J. Hardee. Shoup’s expert command of massed artillery at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) devastated the so-called Hornet’s Nest, a Union salient. He was advanced to brigadier general on September 12, 1862, and saw action during the Battle of Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862).

In the winter of 1863, Shoup was dispatched to Mobile, Alabama, but was redirected to Mississippi. That spring, he took command of a Louisiana infantry brigade and saw considerable action during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Taken prisoner on July 5, he was soon paroled and eventually exchanged. He then served in Mobile before joining the Army of Tennessee in northern Georgia.

Shoup then was appointed chief of artillery for General Joseph E. Johnston. Shoup saw considerable action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and was lauded for the defensive works he helped erect along the Chattahoochee River. Later that year, he served as General John B. Hood’s chief of staff.

When the war ended, Shoup studied for the ministry and became an Episcopal rector. He also taught mathematics, theology, and philosophy at the University of the South and the University of Mississippi. A keenly inquisitive individual, he authored several works on metaphysics and mathematics. Shoup died on September 4, 1896, in Columbia, Tennessee.
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Shrapnel

Artillery round. Shrapnel, or spherical case shot, was invented in 1784 by Lieutenant (later lieutenant general) Henry Shrapnel (1761–1842) of the British Army. Shrapnel came up with the idea in order to extend the range of highly effective grapeshot and case (canister) shot against enemy troops.

During the Spanish siege of Gibraltar (1779–1783), the British successfully fired shells for the 5.5-inch mortar from their 24-pounder long guns, but in 1784 Shrapnel improved on this improvisation by inventing what he called “spherical case shot.” Also known simply as case, the new artillery ammunition was later known simply by its designer’s name. Spherical case or shrapnel consisted of a thin-walled hollow round shell filled with a small bursting charge and small iron or lead shot. A time fuse set off the charge, scattering the shot and pieces of the shell casing among opposing troops. The bursting charge was only a small one, allowing the scattered balls and burst casing to continue on the same trajectory as before the explosion (a greater charge would increase the velocity but scatter the balls more widely and reduce their effectiveness). Explosive shell had for some time been utilized in high-trajectory fire mortars but had not before been widely projected in horizontal fire by guns.

Shrapnel shells had thinner walls than other shells and had to be carefully cast. Their weight empty was about half of that for solid shot of the same caliber, but their loaded weight made them comparable to solid shot.

The British employed shrapnel during the Napoleonic Wars in 1804 in the siege of Surinam. Early shrapnel had a wooden plug and a paper fuse but in the 1850s incorporated the five-second Bormann fuse. Shrapnel was widely used in the American Civil War both on land and in naval actions, most often in the 12-pounder Napoleon and Dahlgren boat howitzers. Shrapnel soon became a staple round in the world’s artillery establishments. Britain alone produced 72 million shrapnel shells during World War I.

Shrapnel was most effective against troops in the open, for its explosive force was insufficient to seriously affect troops under cover. In today’s usage, the term “shrapnel” describes the fragments of a shell or bomb.
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Sibley, Henry Hastings

Birth Date: February 29, 1811

Death Date: February 18, 1891

Union officer. Henry Hastings Sibley was born on February 29, 1811, in Detroit, Michigan. He had little formal education but became a shrewd and effective businessman. As a young man he moved to the Minnesota frontier, where he worked for the American Fur Company as a clerk and fur trapper.

Sibley proved adept at turning a profit in the fur business, and in 1835 he constructed the first private residence in all of Minnesota. In 1849 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a territorial delegate and worked hard to establish the Minnesota Territory. He served until 1853. After Minnesota was admitted to the Union, Sibley served as the state’s first governor, from 1858 to 1860.

In August 1862 the Santee (Dakota) Sioux, led by Little Crow, staged an armed rebellion throughout the Minnesota River Valley. The Sioux were reacting to increased white encroachment onto their lands and had been emboldened to fight back after most Union troops serving in the region had been sent to the East to fight in the Civil War, which was then under way. The violence began on August 17, when Native Americans attacked a white settlement in Meeker County, during which 5 settlers were murdered. Similar attacks occurred in rapid succession, stunning white Minnesotans. Sibley now offered his services to the state’s governor, who appointed him colonel in the state militia, with the task of putting down the Minnesota Sioux Uprising. Sibley assembled some 1,500 militiamen and went out in search of the Santee Sioux warriors.

Sibley fought several engagements, finally subduing the Native Americans at the Battle of Wood Lake (September 23, 1862). This effectively ended the uprising, which had nonetheless claimed between 500 and 800 lives among white settlers. On September 29, Sibley was given a commission as a brigadier general of U.S. Volunteers, largely because of his efforts during the uprising. The U.S. Senate failed to confirm his commission, which expired on March 4, 1863. Nevertheless, within days Sibley was reappointed, and the Senate confirmed this on March 20. Meanwhile, Little Crow and a number of his followers had managed to escape into the Dakotas.

After establishing a headquarters at St. Paul and augmenting his force with Brigadier General Alfred Sully’s cavalrymen, Sibley launched an offensive into the Dakotas to ensure that the Sioux would not launch another rebellion. The resulting Sully-Sibley Campaign ended with the Battle of Stony Lake (July 28, 1863). During the campaign, Sibley’s forces suffered only about a dozen casualties; the Sioux lost at least 150 men. After that, Sibley was tasked with providing security along the western frontier. In November 1865, Sibley was brevetted major general for his “efficient and meritorious” service. He mustered out of the service in April 1866.

After the war Sibley continued his business and public service career, with considerable success. He was president of a gas company, an insurance company, and a bank. He also served in the Minnesota legislature and was a member of the Board of Regents for the University of Minnesota. Sibley died in St. Paul, Minnesota on February 18, 1891.
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Sibley, Henry Hopkins

Birth Date: May 25, 1816

Death Date: August 23, 1886

Confederate officer. Born in Natchitoches, Louisiana, on May 25, 1816, Henry Hopkins Sibley graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838 and entered the 2nd U.S. Dragoons. He participated in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), ultimately rising to captain in 1847 and earning a brevet to major. While stationed on the Texas plains (1850–1854), Sibley developed an idea for a portable military shelter replete with a stove and smoke hole and capable of housing a dozen men. He was granted a patent for his design in 1856, which came to be called the Sibley Tent.
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Confederate brigadier general Henry Hopkins Sibley led an expedition from Texas in 1862 into New Mexico in a vain effort to secure that considerable territory for the South. (Library of Congress)

Sibley saw service in Kansas in 1856 during the events known as Bleeding Kansas. The following year he participated in the Mormon Expedition before being dispatched to the New Mexico Territory in the army’s unsuccessful bid to suppress the Navajos in 1860. Sibley was at Fort Union, New Mexico Territory, when the Civil War began and, choosing allegiance to his native Louisiana, resigned from the U.S. Army on May 13, 1861. He then accepted a commission in the Confederate Army as a brigadier general on June 17.

Aware of the tremendous economic potential for the Confederacy associated with control of southern California’s seaports and the gold and silver mines of the Southwest, Sibley journeyed to Richmond and convinced Confederate president Jefferson Davis of the necessity for an invasion. Sibley assembled the Army of New Mexico at Fort Bliss, Texas, and by the end of January 1862, he was encamped with his small force of fewer than 3,000 men just north of Mesilla, the new capital of the Confederate Territory of Arizona.

Sibley’s objective was to move up the Rio Grande toward Albuquerque, Santa Fe, and Fort Union, eliminating Union strongholds along the way. His plan went awry, however, on February 21, 1862, at the Battle of Val Verde, as the Army of New Mexico, although victorious in combat, lost invaluable supplies and was unable to prevent Union forces under Colonel Edward R. S. Canby at nearby Fort Craig from threatening the Confederate lifeline to Texas. A further encounter with Union forces on March 26–28 at Glorieta Pass proved to be the decisive blow to his campaign. Lacking adequate supplies and unable to live off the meager resources of New Mexico, Sibley had no choice but to fall back to Texas, with a much-reduced force of just 1,500 men.

Throughout the New Mexico Campaign, Sibley struggled with poor health and inebriation. Accusations about his drunkenness and poor generalship persisted into 1863, culminating in his court-martial after failing to obey orders from Major General Richard Taylor at the Battle of Irish Bend (April 13–14). Although acquitted of all charges on September 25, 1863, Sibley’s reputation was ruined, and he remained an officer without command for the rest of the war.

In 1869 Sibley accepted a generalship in the Egyptian Army and was placed in charge of constructing coastal defenses. He soon fell victim to his old nemesis, alcohol, and was relieved of his duties in 1873. Returning to the United States, Sibley, whose service to the Confederacy had annulled any claim to royalties for his tent, spent his last years in poverty living with his daughter in Fredericksburg, Virginia, where he died on August 23, 1886.
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Sibley and Grant Court-Martial

Joint court-martial of Confederate brigadier general Henry H. Sibley and Captain Alexander Grant. The court convened on September 25, 1863, to address charges leveled for events that took place during engagements with Union forces on April 12–14, 1863, at Irish Bend and Fort Bisland, Louisiana.

When Union major general Nathaniel Banks threatened Confederate positions on the Mississippi, Confederate major general Richard Taylor, with just 5,000 troops, attempted to repel the Union force of 15,000 men. At Irish Bend and Fort Bisland, the Southerners put up a valiant fight but were roundly defeated by their far more numerous opponents. Galled by the loss, Taylor sought the court-martial of his subordinate, Brigadier General Henry H. Silbey, and also brought charges against Captain Alexander Grant, who had been commanding the gunboat Cotton during the engagements. Because it was often difficult to assemble enough high-ranking officers for a court-martial of a general officer, the proceeding was not held until September 1863.

On September 25, 1863, the presiding judge, Major General John G. Walker, called the proceedings to order. Sibley was charged with failing to organize and execute an assault against Union forces on April 13 just below Fort Bisland; with having failed to secure a steamboat with wounded Confederates, which was subsequently captured by the Federals; and with abandoning his post in a retreat. Grant was charged with having failed to obey orders that he assist in the defense of Fort Burton and with the failure to evacuate arms and supplies from the fort.

The court-martial found both Sibley and Grant not guilty of all charges. While the court took pains to assert that Sibley’s actions were less than prompt and were to that extent “censurable,” it did not find him negligent due to a series of circumstances beyond his control. The court did not elaborate further. The court offered no explanation for its verdict regarding Grant. Both men resumed their pretrial commands, although the court-martial had a deleterious effect on Sibley, who subsequently suffered from poor health and alcoholism.
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Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign

Start Date: November 1861

End Date: May 1862

Confederate brigadier general Henry Hopkins Sibley’s attempted conquest of the Southwest. In June 1861 Sibley, who had served in the regular army at many points in the West, met with Confederate president Jefferson Davis to propose an invasion and conquest of the New Mexico Territory, with hopes of extending Confederate control to California. Davis acceded to Sibley’s plan, and shortly thereafter Sibley received orders to invade New Mexico.

Traveling to Texas in August, Sibley began recruiting soldiers in eastern Texas for the Confederate Army of New Mexico. By November 1861, Sibley’s 3,700-man force was ready for operations and departed westward from San Antonio. The army later stopped in El Paso, where Sibley addressed the town’s citizens and informed them that the Confederates were there as liberators.

When Sibley’s force approached Fort Craig on February 16, 1862, Union colonel Edward R. S. Canby, the commander of that post, refused to be lured away from the fort to do battle with the Confederates. Sibley staged a makeshift siege of the Union post but withdrew when it became clear that his men would be unable to force its surrender. Sibley then advanced north along the east side of the Rio Grande. In response, a Union force from Fort Craig moved north along the west side of the river to block the Confederates from cutting the fort’s supply line. The two sides waged a chaotic battle for control of the Val Verde Ford on the Rio Grande on February 21, which resulted in a costly Confederate victory. Fighting during the preceding five days had badly depleted Sibley’s force of men and supplies.

The Union force then retreated to Fort Craig, where Canby decided to remain in Sibley’s rear as the Confederates advanced northward and occupied Albuquerque, which they found largely bereft of needed supplies. Sibley then sent a detachment of 600 men to take Santa Fe, but they soon discovered that the Federals had removed or destroyed much of that town’s supplies.

Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign
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	Confederacy
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	Killed, wounded, or captured
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	2,000




Meanwhile, the 1st Colorado Volunteer Infantry Regiment, commanded by Colonel John Slough, conducted a 13-day forced march from Colorado through snow and bitter cold to Fort Union, where Slough assumed command of the Union garrison. Disobeying the orders of Colonel Canby, Slough departed the fort and advanced against Sibley.

On March 26, 1862, Sibley’s and Slough’s forces collided in the Battle of Glorieta Pass. During the next two days, a series of engagements culminated in an apparent Confederate victory. But Sibley’s success was quickly negated by a Union raiding force that destroyed the Confederate supply train. Now desperately short of supplies, Sibley slowly withdrew back to Texas, arriving in El Paso on May 4, 1862, with just 1,700 men.
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Sickles, Daniel Edgar

Birth Date: October 20, 1819

Death Date: May 3, 1914

Union officer. Born in New York City on October 20, 1819, Daniel Edgar Sickles attended New York University, studied law, and was admitted to the New York State bar in 1843. A Democrat, he allied himself early with corrupt Tammany Hall politicians and served one term in the New York state assembly. In 1853 he secured an appointment as secretary to James Buchanan, then U.S. minister to Britain. Sickles served two consecutive terms in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1857 to 1861. In 1859 he gained notoriety for murdering his wife’s lover, Francis Barton Key, but was acquitted on the grounds of temporary insanity, the first time this defense had been successfully argued in the United States.

Sickles supported President Abraham Lincoln’s war policies. This and Sickles’s work to recruit a brigade of volunteers secured him a commission as a brigadier general of volunteers in September 1861. Sickles commanded the Excelsior Brigade and fought in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1). Given command of a division that September, he was advanced to major general of volunteers on November 29, 1862. During the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), his division was in reserve.

During the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Sickles commanded III Corps. His men located and struck the rear guard of Lieutenant General Thomas J. Jackson’s troops carrying out the famous flanking attack. This action exposed the XI Corps flank, and the resulting gap in the Union line greatly aided Jackson’s maneuver.

Sickles commanded III Corps in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On July 2, Army of the Potomac commander Major General George Gordon Meade ordered Sickles to defend the Union left from II Corps along Cemetery Ridge to Little Round Top. Believing that the high ground to his front was better suited for defensive purposes, Sickles took the controversial decision to move forward into the now-famous Peach Orchard, not realizing that in the process he had compromised the integrity of Meade’s entire defensive position. This move occurred just as Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s corps attacked and opened a gap between III and II Corps that the Confederates moved to exploit. III Corps was forced back with heavy casualties. Sickles was gravely wounded in the action and lost a leg, which some credit for preventing his court-martial. He subsequently blamed Meade for what had transpired, accusing him in the press of incompetence and claiming that his own advance had prevented Meade from withdrawing from the battlefield. Controversy over the actual consequences of Sickles’s actions continued for some time thereafter.
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Union major general Daniel E. Sickles was brave but uneven in combat. His actions on the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) remain a source of debate. (Library of Congress)

Sickles never held another field command. Following the war, he served for a time as military governor of South Carolina. On July 28, 1866, he was appointed a colonel in the regular army and was brevetted major general on March 2, 1867. He retired from the army in 1869 at the enhanced rank of major general. President Ulysses S. Grant then appointed Sickles minister to Spain, a post he held from 1869 to 1873. Sickles again shocked polite society, this time by having an affair with deposed Queen Isabella II, earning him the sobriquet the “Yankee King of Spain.” He once again served in the U.S. House of Representatives (1893–1895) and was instrumental in the establishment of the Gettysburg National Park. In 1897 he received the Medal of Honor for Gettysburg. Sickles died in New York City on May 3, 1914.
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Sigel, Franz

Birth Date: November 18, 1824

Death Date: August 21, 1902

Union officer. Franz Sigel was born in Sinsheim in the Grand Duchy of Baden on November 18, 1824, and graduated from the Karlsruhe Military Academy in 1843. While only in his mid-20s, he led revolutionary forces in Baden during the Revolutions of 1848 and was briefly minister of war in that state’s new government. Following the defeat of the revolution, he went into exile and immigrated to the United States in 1852. Establishing himself in New York, he taught a variety of subjects and became active in the militia. In 1857 he settled in St. Louis and taught school there until 1861.

A prominent member of the Republican Party in Missouri at the start of the Civil War, Sigel received an appointment as brigadier general of volunteers in August 1861, backdated to May 1861. He was active in the efforts to keep Missouri in the Union and played a tremendous role in rallying the North’s German population to the Union cause. He fought with distinction in the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), earning promotion to major general of volunteers. Transferred to the eastern theater, Sigel commanded I Corps under Major General John Pope in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and was wounded in the hand.
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Franz Sigel, a German-born Union major general, owed his high rank to political connections. Not surprisingly, he was at best a mediocre commander and suffered a serious reversal in the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864). Sigel, however, performed useful service by rallying German Americans to the Union cause during the war. (Library of Congress)

In September 1862 Sigel assumed command of XI Corps, made up largely of German American soldiers, in the Army of the Potomac. During the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Sigel’s forces were held in reserve. Sigel left the command of XI Corps in February 1863 for health reasons.

Sigel’s political prominence enabled him to obtain a new command at the start of 1864 as head of the newly created Department of West Virginia. Ordered to advance south up the Shenandoah Valley, Sigel was defeated in the Battle of New Market Valley (May 15, 1864). The loss was all the more embarrassing because a charge by the young cadets of the Virginia Military Institute played a key role in the Union defeat. In July, Sigel fought briefly at Harpers Ferry but was almost immediately relieved of his command because of his poor performance. He played no further role in the war and resigned his commission in May 1865.

Following the war, Sigel worked for a time in Baltimore as a journalist before becoming a newspaper editor in New York City, where he received a number of political appointments. Sigel died in New York City on August 21, 1902.
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Signal Communications

Visual and electrical communications. Visual communications included chiefly flags, flares, torches, rockets, and signal pistols. Many of these forms of communications had been in use for centuries. Electrical communications, which had only existed since the 1830s and were not perfected sufficiently for use until the 1840s, were embodied in the telegraph and telegraphy. The Civil War was the first major war to make widespread use of this relatively new technology.

The Confederacy made use of both forms of signal communications, but they were not centrally managed, as were Union communications, and were less well-funded and staffed. The Confederates were at a particular disadvantage when it came to telegraphy because they possessed fewer operators, much less equipment, and had far fewer miles of railroad track, next to which many telegraph wires were strung.

In the North, the two major agencies responsible for communications were the U.S. Signal Corps, created in late 1860, and the U.S. Military Telegraph Service (USMTS), established in late 1861 but not fully operational until February 1862. These two agencies often fought over missions and jurisdiction. In the early winter of 1862, the Signal Corps, under Colonel Albert J. Myer, established “flying telegraph trains” in the field to aid in battlefield communications. Using the Beardslee Telegraph apparatus, these two-wagon trains could be brought into a battlefield area and had an effective range of about five miles. They were powered by hand-cranked magnetos. Myer’s attempt to usurp the mission of the Telegraph Service, however, resulted in his dismissal, and the Telegraph Service thereafter handled all electrical field communications.

By the end of 1862, there was a total of 3,571 miles of telegraph line within the USMTS system. Besides telegraphers, the service employed linemen, wagon masters, foremen, battery keepers, and others who helped the telegraphers do their jobs. As armies moved, wire had to be put up and taken down, which often resulted in casualties among the men engaged in that work. By 1864, military commanders had grown to depend upon the USMTS to help command and control their armies. By the end of the war, the USMTS consisted of about 1,200 employees who operated 15,389 miles of telegraph line and handled more than 6.5 million messages, or more than 5,000 per day. It is estimated that the USMTS cost a total of $2.655 million to operate between 1862 and 1865. The U.S. Signal Corps, which transmitted countless messages during the war, cost a total of $1.595 million to operate.
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Signal Corps, Confederate Army

Military organization charged with communications. The Confederate Army Signal Corps suffered during the war from a paucity of manpower and equipment and, probably because it was so much smaller than its counterpart, never did achieve the separate branch status enjoyed by the U.S. Army Signal Corps. Confederate engineer captain E. Porter Alexander, who in 1859 as a U.S. Army second lieutenant had assisted future U.S. Army chief signals officer Major Albert J. Myer in testing his wigwag signaling system, served as the first signal officer in the Confederate Army. Resigning his U.S. Army commission on May 1, 1861, Alexander was commissioned a Confederate Army captain of engineers and charged with recruiting and organizing a signal corps. On June 3, Alexander became both chief ordnance officer and chief signal officer of the Confederate Army of the Potomac, soon to be the Army of Northern Virginia.

On April 19, 1862, the Confederate Congress formally authorized the establishment of the Signal Corps. This was a year before the establishment of the U.S. Army Signal Corps, but unlike the U.S. organization, the Confederate Army Signal Corps was not a separate branch; it was attached to the Adjutant and Inspector General’s Department. Captain William Norris headed the corps, which was authorized for 1 major, 10 captains, 20 lieutenants, 20 sergeants, and 1,500 enlisted men. There was to be a signal officer on the staff of each corps and division.

The Confederate Signal Corps utilized equipment similar to that employed by the U.S. Army signal corps, with the notable absence of electric telegraphy as a consequence of shortages of both telegraph wire and trained operators. The Confederates employed signal flags and the Myer method of wigwag but with coded messages.

Unlike the Union Signal Corps, the Confederate Signal Corps was also charged with carrying out espionage activities to include undercover operations behind Union lines and maintenance of an information network between Washington, D.C., and Richmond. Little is known of these activities because of the deliberate destruction of its records just prior to the Confederate government’s evacuation of Richmond in early April 1865 and a subsequent fire at Norris’s home.
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Signal Corps, U.S. Army

Army staff department charged with coordinating military communications. The basis of the U.S. Army Signal Corps was established on June 21, 1860, when, on the recommendation of the Secretary of War John B. Floyd, President James Buchanan signed congressional legislation appropriating $2,000 to purchase equipment for signal communications based on a system devised by Albert J. Myer. An assistant army surgeon who was interested in sign language as a means of communicating with the deaf and, later, in signaling over distances with lightweight and easily employed equipment, Myer employed a flag (a kerosene lantern at night) in what was known as wigwag signaling. In 1859 Myer and an assistant, Second Lieutenant E. Porter Alexander, were able to communicate at distances of up to 15 miles in tests at Fort Monroe, Virginia; New York Harbor; West Point, New York; and Washington, D.C.

The congressional act also authorized the appointment of a signal officer, with the rank of major, to serve on the army’s staff under the secretary of war to “have charge of all signal duty and all books, papers, and apparatus connected therein.” Myer had lobbied for this post and was duly appointed the first signal officer, effective June 27, 1860. Two weeks later he was ordered to the Department of New Mexico to participate in the campaign against hostile Navajos.

Recalled to Washington with the beginning of the Civil War, Myer in August 1861 submitted a proposal to Secretary of War Simon Cameron for a signal corps to consist of himself, 7 assistant signal officers, 40 warrant officers, and 40 signal artificers to build and repair signal lines. Congress took no action, but that autumn Myer also became chief signal officer for the principal Union field army in the East, the Army of the Potomac, and proceeded to set up signal training facilities in the Georgetown section of Washington and at Fort Monroe, Virginia. Meanwhile, Myer continued to lobby for legislation to establish a formal signal corps.

On March 3, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln signed into law congressional legislation establishing a separate Signal Corps within the U.S. Army. Myer received appointment as chief signal officer with the rank of colonel. A conflict over the control of telegraphic communications soon developed, however, between Myer as chief signal officer and the superintendent of the U.S. Military Telegraph Service, a civilian bureau within the War Department that had been responsible for telegraph service and reported directly to the secretary of war, now Edwin M. Stanton. Myer was unsuccessful in this administrative battle, although he temporarily secured approval to establish signal telegraph trains (wagon trains, not railroad trains) equipped with a magnetoelectric telegraph instrument as a portable telegraph system. However, in the autumn of 1863, Myer’s efforts to gain control over the electric telegraph resulted in the removal of the portable system from the jurisdiction of the Signal Corps, the transfer of the telegraph trains to the Telegraph Service, and his removal as chief signal officer on November 10.

Myer’s replacement, as acting chief signal officer, was Major William J. L. Nicodemus, Myer’s former assistant. By now the Signal Corps had grown to some 200 officers and 1,000 enlisted men. But Nicodemus’s published 1864 report on Signal Corps activities, which revealed that Union signalers were able to read Confederate communications, angered Stanton, and Nicodemus was promptly dismissed. The last chief signal officer during the war was Colonel Benjamin F. Fisher, former chief signal officer for the Army of the Potomac, who had been taken prisoner by the Confederates during the Gettysburg Campaign and had only recently been exchanged.

With the end of the war, the Signal Corps was terminated in August 1865. At one time or another during the course of the war, some 2,900 officers and enlisted men served in the corps. Acting on the advice of U.S. Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, Congress reestablished the Signal Corps on July 28, 1866, with Myer restored to his former post as chief signal officer. Ironically, Myer’s responsibilities included control of military telegraph operations. During the next two decades, the most important military activity of the Signal Corps was the extension and operation of military telegraph lines in the American West where commercial lines were not yet available.
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Sill, Joshua Woodrow

Birth Date: December 6, 1831

Death Date: December 31, 1862

Union officer. Joshua Woodrow Sill was born on December 6, 1831, in Chillicothe, Ohio, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1853. He thereafter held numerous posts, including a stint as an instructor at West Point, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1856. Sill left the army in January 1861 to teach in the civilian sector, but that spring he was appointed assistant adjutant general of Ohio when the Civil War began. His first combat was at the Battle of Rich Mountain (July 11, 1861) in western Virginia.

Commissioned colonel of the 33rd Ohio Infantry Regiment shortly thereafter, in November Sill was in command of a brigade in the 3rd Division, Department of the Ohio. Advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on July 16, 1862, he next took command of the 2nd Division, I Corps, Army of the Ohio, which saw action in Kentucky.

By December 1862, Sill was commanding a brigade in the 3rd Division, XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland. On the morning of December 31, Sill’s men were encamped along Stones River in Tennessee and were about to eat breakfast when the Union position came under sudden and ferocious Confederate attack. Attempting to rally his panicked troops, Sill was killed by small arms fire. After the war, Major General Philip H. Sheridan, a close friend of Sill, named Fort Sill (Oklahoma) in his memory.
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Simms, James Phillip

Birth Date: January 16, 1837

Death Date: May 30, 1887

Confederate officer. James Phillip Simms was born on January 16, 1837, in Covington, Georgia. Very little is known of his prewar career other than the fact that he became a lawyer and practiced in Covington. He entered Confederate records on September 24, 1862, when he was named major of the 53rd Georgia Infantry Regiment. On October 8, he became its colonel.

Serving in I Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, in a division commanded by Major General Lafayette McClaws, Simms saw combat at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Salem Church (May 3–4, 1863), where his regiment performed ably. He also saw action at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and in the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863) and the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). Conspicuous during the latter campaign, he was also wounded.

Simms next fought at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864). He then saw action during Union major general Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). In September 1864, Simms was given a brigade command. He played a key role in the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864). On December 8, 1864, he was advanced to brigadier general, to date from November 1. Sent to the trenches during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), he was taken prisoner at the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865) during the flight to Appomattox.

Released from Fort Warren (Boston) on July 24, 1865, Simms resumed his law practice in Georgia and served in the state legislature (1865–1866 and 1877). Simms died on May 30, 1887, in Covington, Georgia.
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Simms, William Gilmore

Birth Date: April 17, 1806

Death Date: June 11, 1870

South Carolina novelist, editor, and poet. William Gilmore Simms was born on April 17, 1806, in Charleston, South Carolina. A member of a Charleston-based group promoting Southern literature, in the 1830s he became one of the most popular writers in the country, with novels such as The Yemassee (1835) and historical romances in the tradition of Sir Walter Scott and James Fenimore Cooper set in the colonial, Revolutionary, and antebellum South. Simms became a plantation owner when he married Charleston heiress Chevilette Eliza Roach in 1836 and settled on the family’s plantation, the Woodlands.

Despite his business connections and friends in the North, Simms was a devoted supporter of slavery, secession, and the Confederate cause. His works emphasized the benefits that slavery provided for loyal slaves and the unhappiness of free blacks. He also wrote The Sword and the Distaff (1852), better known as Woodcraft (1854), one of the most successful anti-Tom novels, books by Southern authors responding to the negative portrayal of slavery and plantation life in Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1851–1852). The hostility with which Simms’s views were greeted caused him to cut short a lecture tour in the North in 1856.

The Civil War proved devastating to Simms. Chevilette died in 1863, and the Woodlands was burned twice. In addition to the damage caused to Simms’s property, the war also interrupted his access to publishers and markets in the North, leading to poverty and overwork in his declining years. Simms’s writings relating to the Civil War include The Sack and Destruction of the City of Columbia, S.C. (1865) and an edited collection titled War Poetry of the South (1865). Simms died in Charleston on June 11, 1870.
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Sims, Thomas

Birth Date: ca. 1828

Death Date: Unknown

Runaway slave. Thomas Sims was born around 1828, probably in the vicinity of Savannah, Georgia, and was owned by James Potter, a wealthy rice planter in Chatham County, Georgia. When Sims was in his teens, Potter rented him out as a laborer, and Sims soon learned the bricklaying trade. In February 1851 Sims stowed away on a ship headed to Boston, which was then at the epicenter of the growing abolitionist movement. For most of the two-week trip to Boston, Sims managed to stay hidden, but he was eventually found and locked away in a cabin before the ship arrived in Boston. When the ship docked, Sims managed to escape.

Sims survived by taking odd jobs and was sheltered by Boston’s large African American population. Within several weeks, however, his presence in Boston was revealed, and on April 3, 1851, an agent for his owner, John Potter, swore out an arrest warrant against Sims. Under the newly enacted Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, authorities were duty bound to turn Sims in and ensure his return to his owner. On the evening of April 3, Boston police located Sims and jailed him in the Boston courthouse, under the watch of Union marshals.

The Millard Fillmore administration moved swiftly to extradite Sims to Georgia, but Boston’s abolitionists—including the biracial Boston Vigilance Committee—moved to block Sims’s extradition in court. Meanwhile, the case became one of great interest to many Bostonians. The committee hired lawyers and attempted numerous legal efforts to prevent Sims from being returned to slavery, but in the end all failed. When it became clear that Sims would indeed be extradited, hundreds of protesters choked the streets around the courthouse. On April 11 the extradition order was formally handed down, and Sims was marched to an awaiting ship on April 13 under heavy guard for the voyage south to Savannah. Some 50,000 people gathered along the route from the courthouse to the docks. Meanwhile, abolitionists and black congregations in Boston began raising $1,300 to purchase Sims’s freedom.

When Sims landed in Savannah several weeks later, he was publicly beaten for his attempted escape. Less than two months later Potter sold Sims, who was then bought by a brick mason in Vicksburg, Mississippi. There Sims remained, in bondage, until the spring of 1863, when Vicksburg was under siege by Union forces. That April, Sims and his family escaped to the Union lines. He was promptly given a travel pass, and he returned to Boston. He later moved to Washington, D.C., but virtually nothing is known of his life after the late 1880s, including the date and circumstances of his death.
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Singleton, James Washington

Birth Date: November 23, 1811

Death Date: April 4, 1892

Leading Peace Democrat during the Civil War. James Washington Singleton was born on November 23, 1811, in Frederick County, Virginia, to a distinguished family. His father, James Singleton, was a general during the Revolutionary War. In 1834, the younger Singleton moved to Mount Sterling, Illinois, where he studied medicine and briefly practiced before studying law. He was admitted to the bar in 1838 and commenced a legal practice in Mount Sterling.

Singleton joined the state militia, rising to the rank of brigadier general in 1844 and participating in the move to expel the Mormons from Illinois. From 1850 to 1854, he sat in the state legislature as a Democrat and relocated to Quincy, Illinois, in 1854. From 1860 to 1862, he again served in the Illinois legislature.

A Copperhead (or Peace Democrat) from the very beginning of the Civil War, Singleton consistently defended the institution of slavery and asserted that the Union’s war effort against the Confederacy was unconstitutional. Not surprisingly, he lambasted the Republicans and decried virtually every policy of the Abraham Lincoln administration. In 1862 Singleton’s extreme views cost him his seat in the state legislature. Two years later, anti-Copperhead operatives torched many of the outbuildings on his Illinois farm. That same year, he joined other hard-line Peace Democrats who refused to support George B. McClellan, the Democratic Party’s presidential candidate, because McClellan refused to call for an immediate end to the war via negotiations.

In the late autumn of 1864, Singleton traveled to Canada, where he met with Cassius M. Clay, a Confederate agent there, to mull peace offers. Singleton also went to the Confederate capital at Richmond for the same purpose. The U.S. government did not underwrite Singleton’s efforts, but neither did it try to stop them. In any event, Singleton’s travels did nothing to end the war.

Singleton managed to polish his formerly tarnished political image and went on to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives (1879–1883). In the meantime he had served as a railroad executive, and during his time in Congress he pushed aggressively for the construction of railroads in the Midwest and especially in Illinois, which was quickly becoming the nation’s rail hub. Singleton lived in Quincy until 1892, when he moved to Baltimore. He died there on April 4, 1892.
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Sioux Uprising

Start Date: August 17, 1862

End Date: September 23, 1862

Armed clash between the Minnesota Sioux (several of the bands of Dakota people also known as the Santee Sioux) and U.S. Volunteer forces. The Sioux Uprising (also known as the Dakota War of 1862, the Minnesota Sioux Uprising, and Little Crow’s War) began on August 17, 1862, along the Minnesota River in Meeker County in southwestern Minnesota and ended on September 23, 1862, with the defeat of the Sioux. One of the bloodiest Indian wars in U.S. history, the conflict claimed the lives of 500–800 settlers; Native American casualties are unknown.

In 1851 the United States and the Dakota tribes signed the Treaty of Traverse des Sioux and the Treaty of Mendota, whereby the Dakota lands became open to white settlers. In return, the Native Americans were to receive monetary compensation as well as a stretch of land 20 miles wide and 150 miles long along the upper Minnesota River, where a reservation would be created. However, during the ratification process in the U.S. Senate, Article 3 of each treaty that guaranteed compensation to the Indians for their land was deleted. That along with rampant corruption in the Bureau of Indian Affairs ensured that the Native Americans would never receive the promised compensation.

When Minnesota entered the Union in 1858, its borders shifted from the Missouri River to the Red River. Despite appeals by Sioux chief Little Crow (Taoyateduta) to Washington, the northern half of the reservation was ceded for white settlement. Because of the failed negotiations, meanwhile, Little Crow lost much of his standing with the tribe. The Sioux were ultimately driven out of the state, and those who remained were confined to the small reservation.

White settlement in the region began to have adverse effects on Native American lifestyles. Clearing timber to make room for farmlands interrupted the natural cycle of farming, hunting, and fishing practiced by the Sioux. Also, wildlife populations of bison, elk, whitetail deer, and bear decreased steadily because of excessive hunting by the white settlers. Dwindling lands, a lack of game, and crop failures brought starvation, and the Sioux began attacking white settlers in search of food.

On August 4, 1862, representatives of the Minnesota Sioux approached the Upper Sioux Agency to plead for food. After successful negotiations, they returned on August 15 to receive their promised supplies. However, Minnesota state senator and Indian agent Thomas Galbraith refused to distribute the supplies without payment, regardless of the previous agreement. At a subsequent meeting of the Sioux, U.S. government officials, and local traders, the Native Americans pleaded with the lead trader, Andrew Myrick, for his support, to which he replied essentially that they should go away and eat grass.

This offensive and dehumanizing comment enraged the Sioux. With the U.S. Army occupied by the Civil War, the Dakota chiefs seized the opportunity for an armed uprising. The violence began on August 17, 1862. Four Sioux men, stealing food from a settlement in Meeker County, killed five white settlers. Although Chief Little Crow initially opposed a violent solution to the problem, given the uproar among the Native Americans the other chiefs were able to convince him to lead further attacks. At the council of war, the chiefs decided to attack without warning.

Myrick was one of the first to die in the subsequent attacks. He was found dead with grass stuffed into his mouth, a macabre allusion to his earlier comment. Captain John March then led a force of 44–46 men from Fort Ridgely, but the Sioux attacked the soldiers as they were attempting to cross the Minnesota River on the Redwood Ferry on August 18. Some 25 soldiers died in the ensuing Battle of Redwood Ferry. Sioux casualties are unknown.

Over the next week the Sioux, encouraged by their initial successes, attacked scores of settlements and farms, killing many white settlers in the process. They did not hesitate to attack military installations, including Forts Ridgely and Abercrombie. Fort Ridgely, now defended by about 175 men and with perhaps 300 settlers who had managed to take refuge there, came under attack by as many as 800 Sioux warriors on August 20. In two days of fighting, the defenders managed to drive off the attacking Sioux, thanks in large part to the assistance of three howitzers.

Sioux attacks also targeted the town of New Ulm. Assaults on August 19 and 23 were repulsed, although much of the town was destroyed in the second attack, and the inhabitants evacuated the settlement on August 26.

Minnesota governor Alexander Ramsey ordered Minnesota Militia colonel Henry Hastings Sibley to lead a force to relieve the settlers. Sibley was soon on the move with 1,500 men. He detached part of his force as a burial detail, and it came under attack at Birch Coulee on September 2, 1862. There 20 soldiers died and 60 more were wounded, but Sibley heard the sounds of battle, and the survivors managed to hold out until the arrival of a relief column the next day.

Sibley then went looking for the hostiles and on September 23, 1862, at the Battle of Wood Lake soundly defeated the Sioux. During the next several days, many of the Sioux defected from Little Crow and began releasing captives.

By the end of November, a military tribunal had convicted 303 Native Americans of murder and rape and sentenced them to death. At the trials the Sioux had no representation, and there was no explanation to them of the proceedings. Some trials lasted only five minutes. After a review of the records, President Abraham Lincoln differentiated between the Dakota warriors accused of crimes against the United States and those accused of rape and murder of civilians. Bishop Henry Whipple pleaded with the president for clemency for the Dakotas, and Lincoln upheld the convictions of 39 Sioux accused of rape and murder and commuted the death sentences of the others. One Sioux was later reprieved. The remaining 38 sentenced to death were hanged on December 26, 1862, at Mankato, Minnesota. It was the largest public execution in U.S. history.

In 1863, 1,300 to 1,700 Minnesota Sioux were sent to the Nebraska and Dakota Territories. Four years later, the surviving imprisoned Sioux were released. Thirty percent of them had died of disease while in prison. The remaining Sioux were sent to the Nebraska and Dakota Territories with their families in an attempt to expel the Sioux from Minnesota for good. After that, a bounty of $25 was paid for the scalp of any Sioux found within Minnesota borders. The U.S. government also abolished the reservation and voided all previous treaties with the Dakotas. Little Crow and his son, who had returned to Minnesota, were shot and killed by two farmers in the summer of 1863.
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Sister Nurses

Roman Catholic sisters (nuns) who served as nurses for Union and Confederate soldiers during the Civil War. Commonly referred to as “Sisters of Charity” or “Sisters of Mercy,” these nonpartisan sisters responded promptly to the requests for assistance after the beginning of the war.

The sisters worked in Union military hospitals throughout the North and Midwest and in Confederate hospitals throughout the South. Many were not new to nursing, having served in civilian hospitals and asylums. However, their arrival en masse on the battlefield, in addition to many other women serving as nurses who were not associated with the Catholic Church, saw a transformation in military medical care from one that was characterized as inadequate and inconsistent to one that relied on a professionalized nursing force and significantly improved medical care.

The sisters confronted much anti-Catholic sentiment as they performed their duties. Many of the sisters were also Irish or German immigrants, which resulted in additional discrimination. One contingent, the Irish Sisters of Mercy from New York City, led by Mother Augustine MacKenna, served at Hammond General Hospital in Beaufort, North Carolina, in May 1862; the group of nine nuns helped transform the hospital from a poorly run facility to a clean, well-managed hospital providing improved care.

The various orders of nuns were well organized and thorough in the completion of their responsibilities, often providing a stark contrast between hospitals and temporary medical stations run by the various orders and those run by the Union Army and the Confederate Army. Beginning in 1861 in Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, the Union Army operated just 1 hospital, while the Catholic sisters opened and ran 20, some in unconventional venues such as barns and warehouses.

The sisters who cared for soldiers on both sides were volunteers, and as such few official government records exist regarding them or their service. It is estimated that hundreds of Catholic sisters working as nurses contracted diseases such as malaria, typhoid fever, and smallpox while caring for soldiers, and many died from these diseases. Sister Consolata Conlon, a nun working at the military hospital in Point Lookout, Maryland, was one of the few to receive a military burial after her death from typhoid fever on July 30, 1862.
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6th Pennsylvania Cavalry

See Rush’s Lancers
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Slack, James Richard

Birth Date: September 28, 1818

Death Date: July 28, 1881

Union officer. James Richard Slack was born in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, on September 28, 1818. In 1837 he moved with his family to Delaware County, Indiana. Slack taught school there until 1840, when he passed the bar and relocated to Huntington, Indiana, to practice law. In 1842 he won election as county auditor. He served nine years in that position before serving seven terms as a state senator.

In October 1861 Slack helped organize the 47th Indiana Infantry, and on December 13 he received a volunteer commission as its colonel. In February 1862 Slack joined the Army of the Mississippi’s campaign against first New Madrid and then Island No. 10 (February 28–April 8, 1862). During these operations, Slack commanded a brigade and established himself as an effective leader.

Throughout 1862 and early 1863, Slack saw service at numerous outposts along the Mississippi River in both Tennessee and Arkansas. During the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), he led a brigade in XIII Corps. Slack saw action around the Yazoo Pass and later at Port Gibson (May 1, 1863) and Champion Hill (May 16, 1863).

Following Vicksburg, Slack received an assignment to accompany elements of XIII Corps to the Department of the Gulf in the Trans-Mississippi theater. There, he led a brigade during operations along Bayou Teche (October 1863). In 1864 Slack participated in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22) and afterward commanded the garrison at Thibodeaux, Louisiana. On November 10, 1864, he received a promotion to brigadier general of volunteers.

In February 1865 the War Department reorganized XIII Corps, and Slack took command of a brigade for operations against Mobile, Alabama (March–April, 1865). On March 13 Slack was brevetted major general of volunteers. His command played a vital role in the Siege of Fort Blakely (April 2–9) and the subsequent capture of Mobile.

After the war, Slack returned to Indiana and served as a circuit court judge. He died in Chicago on July 28, 1881.
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Slack, William Yarnell

Birth Date: August 1, 1816

Death Date: March 21, 1862

Confederate officer. William Yarnell Slack was born on August 1, 1816, in Mason County, Kentucky, but moved to Boone County, Missouri, as a young boy. He studied law and established a practice in Chillicothe, Missouri. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Slack served as a captain in the 2nd Missouri Volunteer Infantry Regiment. Elected to the state legislature on a proslavery ticket, he urged legislators to cast their lot with the Confederacy in 1861.

On July 4, 1861, Missouri governor Claiborne F. Jackson appointed Slack a brigadier general of the Missouri State Guard. The following day in the Battle of Carthage, Slack led the State Guard’s 4th Division. He commanded that division at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), where he was seriously wounded in the hip.

After a period of recovery, Slack returned to lead his division in October. On January 23, 1862, he took command of the Guard’s 2nd Brigade. During the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) in Arkansas, Slack was again seriously wounded. Carried to a nearby house, he seemed to be making a recovery. However, surgeons feared that he might be captured and insisted that he be moved to Moore’s Mill, some seven miles distant. The journey proved to be too much for him, and Slack died at Moore’s Mill, Arkansas, on March 21, 1862. The Confederacy granted him a posthumous promotion to brigadier general of regulars on April 17, 1862, to date from April 12.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Slaughter, James Edwin

Birth Date: June 1827

Death Date: January 1, 1901

Confederate officer. James Edwin Slaughter was born in June 1827 in Culpeper County, Virginia. Although Slaughter enrolled at the Virginia Military Institute in 1845, he withdrew in 1846 to join the army and fight in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Rising to the rank of first lieutenant, Slaughter served in the U.S. Army until May 14, 1861, when he was dismissed for resigning his commission to join the Confederate Army as an artillery captain.

Slaughter served initially in Pensacola, Florida, on the staff of Brigadier General Braxton Bragg. Following promotion to major in November 1861, Slaughter was appointed brigadier general on March 8, 1862. He was then assigned as assistant inspector general under General Albert Sidney Johnston and served at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862).

Following administrative service in Kentucky, Slaughter was assigned command of troops in Mobile, Alabama. Reassigned to Galveston, Texas, in April 1863, he was chief of artillery and later chief of staff under Major General John B. Magruder. Serving in Texas until the end of the conflict, Slaughter commanded troops at the Battle of Palmito Ranch (May 12–13, 1865), a Confederate victory and widely considered to be the final battle of the Civil War. Following the war, Slaughter went abroad, spending several years in Mexico.

Returning to the United States, Slaughter pursued work as a civil engineer in Mobile, Alabama, and was also a postmaster. He later lived in New Orleans, Louisiana. Slaughter died during a visit to Mexico City on January 1, 1901.
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Slavery

System of forced, uncompensated, and often lifelong labor utilized by many civilizations prior to the 20th century. Throughout history, slavery played an important part in many civilizations, providing workers in occupations as diverse as farming, mining, domestics, skilled labor, and even academics. European settlements in the New World colonies utilized slaves as a source of cheap labor to replace indentured servants. Africa served as a major source of captives, with which the American slave trade was perpetuated. By the eve of the Civil War, the great majority of slaves resided in the states of the Deep South, from the Carolinas west to Texas.

African American Population of the United States, 1840–1880
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Between the early 16th century and the early 19th century, some 12.8 million slaves were transported as part of the transatlantic slave trade to the New World, with approximately 10.7 million actually surviving the trip. British North America accounted for approximately 500,000 of the total, with the vast majority of those sent to the Thirteen Colonies, later to become the United States. The first Africans in the American colonies arrived on a Dutch ship that docked in Jamestown in 1619, when 20 Africans were sold to the colonists; although some were essentially indentured servants, others were indeed slaves. During the next two centuries, slavery gradually expanded throughout England’s American colonies.

By the mid-1600s slavery was legal in every American colony, with slaves classified as property and having few, if any, rights. Chattel slavery became the norm in the colonies, with the children born to female slaves being classified as slaves themselves from birth. Although some slaves worked in urban environments, the vast majority were located on farms and plantations in rural regions of the Chesapeake areas of Maryland and Virginia and in the lower South. Some slaves were employed as artisans, others as domestics, and many as farm and field hands. Growing tobacco, cotton, and sugar, mostly southern crops, were labor-intensive endeavors; thus, profitable plantations required a large number of slaves to work the fields and perform manual tasks. Typical slave owners held fewer than 5 slaves; most plantations employed 10 to 20 slaves, yet the largest plantations might have had several hundred slaves. By 1860, only 25 percent of the population in the South owned slaves, while only 10,000 families owned more than 50 slaves. Most slave owners asserted that the institution of slavery was “benevolent” and benefited the African Americans under its yoke. Some slave owners even rationalized slavery on religious grounds. Whatever their rationale, slave owners fervently sought to protect the institution at virtually any cost.

After the American Revolutionary War, the new U.S. government, operating under the Articles of Confederation, passed the Northwest Ordinance of 1787, legislation that prohibited slavery in the Old Northwest Territory. Furthermore, some gradual abolition of slavery occurred in the North, with Vermont outlawing slavery in 1777 and Pennsylvania and Massachusetts either gradually abolishing slavery or prohibiting it outright. However, slavery was allowed to continue in the South. Although the word “slavery” did not appear in the U.S. Constitution of 1787 until the Thirteenth Amendment (1865), various articles and amendments offered constitutional protections to slave owners. Notable examples are clauses dealing with runaways and, most importantly, the Three-Fifths Compromise, which allowed slave states to count every five slaves as three persons in their populations for the purposes of establishing congressional representation and the distribution of taxes. The U.S. Congress banned the international slave trade in 1807, but the illegal importation of slaves continued, as did the sale of slaves within the United States.

Legally, slaves rarely had any rights and were prohibited from engaging in many activities, such as learning to read and write, leaving the plantation, or marrying without their owner’s permission. Furthermore, slaves were subjected to a variety of punishments ranging from verbal and physical abuse—some of it brutal—to being executed for some offenses. At the same time, slave owners were almost never punished for killing a slave while administering discipline. The outright murder of slaves was also often overlooked by the authorities.

Slaves often resisted their condition in a variety of ways, ranging from passive forms of resistance to violence, although the latter was infrequent. Typical acts of peaceful resistance included malingering, feigning illness, slowing down work, running away, or sabotaging farm equipment. Violent forms of resistance included physical attacks against specific individuals, murder, arson, and outright revolts. The pre–Civil War era saw multiple attempted or actual slave rebellions, including Nat Turner’s Revolt (1831) in Tidewater Virginia. Southern states reacted to revolts or attempted revolts by prohibiting slaves from participating in particular activities, such as gathering in large groups or traveling without passes, and also placed restrictions against free blacks and whites alike, prohibiting the latter from teaching slaves to read and write and sometimes restricting the right to manumit slaves.
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A former slave shows the scars on his back from a savage whipping he had received before his escape. He became a Union soldier during the Civil War. (Time Life Pictures/National Archives/Getty Images)

America’s steady territorial expansion between 1787 and 1860 resulted in continued debates about the expansion of slavery. Northern states opposed attempts to expand slavery into northern and western territories, because many individuals believed that free labor agriculture and industry could not compete against slave labor. Northerners also feared that extending slavery to new territories would strengthen the hand of states in the South and slaveholders in general. Southerners, however, saw no reason to limit the areas where slavery could exist. As a result, various compromises and legislation were enacted to control slavery’s expansion and maintain the delicate balance between free and slave states. The Missouri Compromise of 1820 allowed Missouri to enter the Union as a slave state but prohibited slavery elsewhere in the Louisiana Territory above 36 degrees 30 minutes north latitude. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), northern politicians offered amendments such as the Wilmot Proviso, which would have prohibited slavery in any territory acquired as a result of the war; although defeated, this demonstrated the North’s growing opposition to the expansion of slavery. By the early decades of the 19th century, meanwhile, an abolitionist movement had begun to shape, and by midcentury it had grown significantly stronger and garnered much attention.

Despite congressional passage of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 (which was an attempt to nationalize law enforcement activities to enforce slave owners’ rights regarding the return of escaped slaves), other events such as John Brown’s raid against the Harpers Ferry Arsenal (October 16–18, 1859) caused great concern among slaveholders. Additionally, political parties opposed to the expansion of slavery (such as the Free Soil Party and the Republican Party) were gradually gaining strength in the North. Meanwhile, the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854, which ignited the idea of popular sovereignty by allowing residents of Kansas and Nebraska to decide for themselves if slavery should be permitted in their respective states, completely unraveled the Missouri Compromise and only fueled the growing rift between North and South.

Southern leaders saw Abraham Lincoln’s victory in the November 1860 presidential elections as an existential threat to slavery, despite Lincoln’s assurances that he would not interfere with slavery where it already existed. South Carolina seceded from the United States on December 20, 1860, and was followed later by other Southern states. By April 1861, North and South were at war.

Slaves, numbering about 4 million in 1860, were a significant labor force for the Confederacy, allowing greater numbers of whites to serve in the military. Although the majority of slaves continued working in agricultural activities, the lack of white manpower resulted in slaves being used in the industrial and mining sectors. Most slaves remained on their plantations. Some were impressed as manual laborers to work on Confederate military projects and fortifications, while others, acting as servants, accompanied their masters who had joined the Confederate Army. Slaveholders often reluctantly provided slaves to Confederate forces, recognizing that slaves working in military areas were more likely to be injured or killed and that they had greater opportunities to escape. Near the end of the war, some Confederate officials, in an attempt to supplement the badly depleted Southern forces, proposed offering slaves their freedom if they fought for the Confederacy, but this idea was never realized.

Throughout the war a number of slaves took advantage of these opportunities, fleeing to Union lines or farther north. A good number of these served as Union soldiers. Initially, no federal policy dictated how commanders were to deal with escaped slaves. Because the war was not waged principally to end slavery, many officers returned escaped slaves in order to assure Southerners that the Union was not opposing slavery. Union commanders later realized the value of slaves to the Confederate war effort, however, and began declaring them contraband of war; they were then put to work constructing fortifications and in other nonmilitary jobs. Escaped slaves also served as a source of intelligence about Confederate activities in the regions where those slaves had lived. Once Lincoln shifted part of the war’s focus to eliminating slavery with the January 1863 Emancipation Proclamation, escaped slaves were not returned to the South.

Initial federal efforts to end slavery were limited at best. Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, for example, only authorized freeing slaves in areas in rebellion that were not under federal control, thus allowing slavery to continue to exist in loyal states and Union-occupied areas of the Confederacy, such as large portions of Louisiana and Tennessee. Congressional passage of the Thirteenth Amendment and its ratification on December 6, 1865, officially outlawed slavery in all of the United States. Freed slaves, along with other African Americans, however, continued to face many challenges in gaining full political and civil rights over the next 100 years. In many ways, black Americans in the postbellum South were subjected to a different form of slavery, not in legal terms but certainly in substance. Many labored as sharecroppers, eking out a meager existence and being beholden to their white landlords and other middle men who conspired to keep them in poverty. By the end of the 19th century, blacks in the South were actually worse off than they had been under Reconstruction, as they were subjected to legalized apartheid and institutionalized discrimination. Lynching and other acts of violence were not uncommon. In the North, African Americans tended in general to be better off than their southern counterparts, but they were still subjected to rampant discrimination and occasional violence.
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Slaves

Slaves, or African-descended people in bondage, totaled nearly 4 million people in the United States in 1860. They were 13 percent of the total U.S. population and almost one-third of the South’s population; about half lived on plantations in groups of 10–49 people. From Maryland to Texas, they were the property of their masters and had no rights to their bodies, property, or place. Most lived close by whites, which resulted in extensive interference from masters. Owners often tried to pacify slave families through the internal slave trade, and through sexual predation some owners destabilized slaves’ lives and family lives greatly. Enslaved people, however, used the institutions of family and religion to create a world of their own from sundown to sunup.

The nuclear family exemplified slaves’ ability to salvage some degree of control over their lives despite meddling masters. Slaves performed their own ceremonies and stayed married, despite separation and sale, usually to raise large families. Families often fostered religious and folk beliefs, challenging subordination. Yet slave families had no legal standing, existed at the master’s whim, and never ceased to be part of the master’s extended dominion. Masters regularly interfered in the slave family, most visibly through rape, concubinage, or the casual sex that some whites expected from enslaved women. The numerous children born from master-slave sexual encounters reinforced an inescapable fact—the slave family could mitigate subordination but never nullify it.
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Five generations of a slave family in Beaufort, South Carolina, in 1862. (Library of Congress)

Christianity similarly played a dual role in slaves’ lives. In segregated churches, white preachers taught a religion of submission to earthly powers. Slaves often adopted the same Protestant denomination as their masters but developed distinctive ceremonial content and practices. Although only some 500,000 slaves identified as Christians in 1860, many more fused the Christian message with African traditions.

The worldview and speech of all slaves generally reflected Christian presumptions. By singing spirituals, slaves rejected slavery’s passivity and regimentation during spontaneous communal worship in the slave quarters. Black preachers frequently invoked Moses, the Jews’ flight from Egypt, King David, and Jesus—recast as a warrior-king—to foster joy at God’s promise of personal redemption and hope in him rescuing them from bondage.

Religion and family also allowed slaves to create an enclave from subordination. At night or on Sundays within their quarters, enslaved persons found a measure of privacy, rest, and fellowship. Spirituals and folktales communicated moral values. Weddings and funerals marked important life moments. Slaves tended personal garden plots and bartered the produce with local whites at times. Dances and communal gatherings celebrated harvests and Christian feasts.

Religion, family, and communal identity helped enslaved people endure a disciplinary regime that they viewed as capricious torture. A whipping for being obstinate was often as likely as one for theft. Punishment spawned resistance, much of it subtle. Rare were large-scale slave revolts, and they never threatened the institution. What historians have labeled “silent sabotage” occurred frequently; this involved slaves working intentionally slowly, feigning sickness, or breaking tools to regulate their labor and reclaim agency against a master’s authority. More common than slave revolts and more disruptive than silent sabotage were escape and personal confrontations. In both, the individual slave went beyond regulating his or her own labor to challenging the logic of the institution.

A runaway tangibly enervated the master’s power to control him or her by escaping and then eluding the agents of subordination. Confrontations at the moment of discipline or resistance when a master overstepped the system’s conventions (by insisting, for instance, that slaves work on a Sunday) defined the limits of the master’s authority while signaling the slave’s real participation in ordering the system.

The well-worn patterns of resistance bred into slavery emboldened slaves to turn the Civil War into a war of emancipation—first alone and later with the aid of the U.S. government. At the outset, some slaves endured impressment into the Confederate Army as laborers or servants. Silent sabotage and resistance increased. During 1862 and 1863, more slaves took advantage of Union advances to run away. Once within Union lines, some so-called contrabands hired themselves out as laborers to the Union Army, and more than 100,000 eventually became soldiers. During the war, countless numbers of newly liberated ex-slaves set off to find their spouses and relations, availed themselves of education provided by the Freedmen’s Bureau or the U.S. Army, and established new religious communities. As they entered an era of unknowns, however, family and religion remained foundational.
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Slemmer, Adam Jacoby

Birth Date: January 24, 1829

Death Date: October 7, 1868

Union officer. Born in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, on January 24, 1829, Adam Jacoby Slemmer graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1850 and was assigned to the artillery. He saw service in Florida in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858) and then was stationed in southern California. Slemmer was promoted to first lieutenant on April 30, 1854. He taught at West Point from 1855 to 1859.

In January 1861 Lieutenant Slemmer was commanding Fort Barrancas on Pensacola Bay in Florida. On the secession of Florida, he moved his command to Fort Pickens on Santa Rosa Island and held the fort despite calls for its surrender and eventual bombardment—an important step in ensuring Union control of the Gulf of Mexico for the remainder of the war.

Slemmer was promoted to major in the new 16th Infantry on May 14, 1861, and that November was assigned to the Department of Western Virginia as assistant inspector general. In March 1862 he assumed the same position in the Army of the Ohio. He then took part in advance on and siege of Corinth (May 3–30) and in Major General D. C. Buell’s opposition to the Confederate invasion of Kentucky that autumn. Leading a detachment of regulars, Slemmer distinguished himself in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) but was badly wounded in the left leg on the first day of fighting and taken prisoner the next day; he was released during the Confederate retreat. On April 4, 1863, Slemmer was appointed brigadier general of volunteers, to date from November 29, 1862. From July 1863 until the end of the war, he was president of a board for the examination of sick and wounded officers. He was brevetted lieutenant colonel, colonel, and brigadier general in the U.S. Army for his wartime service. Slemmer mustered out of the volunteers on August 24, 1865.

Slemmer remained in the regular army after the war and, as a lieutenant colonel, served in garrison and on boards examining officers for promotion. Assigned to command Fort Laramie in Dakota Territory (present-day Wyoming) in 1867, Slemmer died of a heart attack there on October 7, 1868.
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Slidell, John

Birth Date: 1793

Death Date: July 9, 1871

Politician and Confederate commissioner to France. John Slidell was born in New York City in 1793. He graduated from Columbia College (later Columbia University) in 1810, studied law, and was admitted to the bar. He also became a prosperous businessman before the War of 1812 virtually wiped out his holdings. In 1819 he moved to New Orleans, where he practiced law. He made several failed attempts to capture a seat in the U.S. Senate but was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served from 1843 to 1845. An expansionist-minded Democrat and supporter of states’ rights, Slidell was a staunch supporter of James K. Polk, who became president in 1845. Toward the end of that year, Polk tapped Slidell as U.S. minister to Mexico. His task was to convince Mexico to sell New Mexico and California to the United States and to settle the dispute surrounding the Mexico-Texas border. After arriving in Mexico City in December 1845, Slidell was angered when the Mexican government refused to meet with him. This helped set the stage for the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

In 1853 Slidell was finally elected to the U.S. Senate, where he remained until 1861. He invariably cast his vote with the Southern bloc. Nevertheless, he remained a pro-Union moderate Democrat and backed John C. Breckinridge’s 1860 presidential bid. When Republican Abraham Lincoln won the election, however, Slidell realized that he had little choice but to side with the Confederate cause. He resigned his seat in February 1861 and soon accepted an appointment as Confederate commissioner to France.

In late October 1861, Slidell and James M. Mason, who had been appointed commissioner to Great Britain, left the Confederacy, bound first for Cuba, from which they would continue to Europe aboard a British steamer. On November 8, 1861, the British mail packet Trent, which had left Havana the day before, was stopped by the American warship San Jacinto. A U.S. boarding party then demanded that Mason and Slidell be remanded to American custody, a violation of British neutrality. The two men were taken aboard the San Jacinto, which then sailed to Boston, where Mason and Slidell were detained at Fort Warren.
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John Slidell of Louisiana was a staunch supporter of Southern rights. Appointed Confederate minister to France, Slidell and fellow Southern diplomat James Mason became the center of the November 1861 “Trent Affair” that almost brought war between the United States and Great Britain. (Library of Congress)

The Trent Affair created serious problems for the Lincoln administration. Under the threat of war, London demanded that the United States release Mason and Slidell. Anxious to avoid a war with Great Britain, Secretary of State William Seward worked closely with Benjamin Disraeli and Prince Albert to end the crisis, and Mason and Slidell were allowed to continue on to Europe aboard a British warship in January 1862.

Although Sildell found considerable sympathy for the Southern cause in France, he was unable to convince the French government to officially recognize the Confederacy. Thus, the military aid that he sought, which would have included a Franco-Confederate alliance, quite eluded him. Be that as it may, numerous private French investors eagerly loaned the Confederate government money, a process in which Slidell played a central role.

When the war ended in 1865, Slidell remained in Europe, fearing retribution by federal authorities. He eventually made his way to England, where he died at Cowes, Isle of Wight, on July 9, 1871. Slidell never sought pardon from the U.S. government and never returned to the United States; he was buried in France.
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Slocum, Henry Warner

Birth Date: September 24, 1827

Death Date: April 14, 1894

Union officer. Henry Warner Slocum was born on September 24, 1827, in Delphi, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st U.S. Artillery, he fought in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858) and was promoted to first lieutenant in 1855. In 1856 Slocum resigned his commission, returned to New York, and worked as a lawyer, a state legislator, and an officer in the state militia.

On May 21, 1861, Slocum was appointed colonel of the 27th New York Infantry. He led his regiment into the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he was badly wounded. Upon recovering, he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and given a brigade command on August 9, 1861. He led his brigade in the Army of the Potomac during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and held a division command during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). On July 4, 1862, Slocum was advanced to major general of volunteers. His men saw action at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). On October 20, 1862, Slocum was chosen to command XII Corps. His men saw only limited action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) but were heavily engaged at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).
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Henry Warner Slocum, an able career army officer, rose to the rank of major general and commander of the Union Army of Georgia during the Civil War. He later was a U.S. congressman from New York. (Library of Congress)


In the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), XII Corps held the Union right flank at Culp’s Hill. On July 2, one of Slocum’s brigades held its position against a series of withering Confederate attacks and saved the Union line. In the autumn of 1863, XII Corps was transferred with XI Corps to the western theater under the overall command of Major General Joseph Hooker. After trying to resign rather than fight under Hooker, Slocum served only in rear areas during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). From April to August 1864, Slocum commanded the District of Vicksburg. During the final stages of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), he commanded XX Corps (created in April 1864 by combining the old XI and XII Corps) in the Army of the Cumberland. During Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865), Slocum commanded the Army of Georgia (XIV and XX Corps).

Slocum was concerned over the losses inflicted by the army on civilians and issued orders in March 1865 that called for the correct treatment of civilian North Carolinians. He fought at the Battle of Averasboro (March 16, 1865) but, while advancing toward Bentonville, was somewhat isolated from the rest of Sherman’s army. Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston attacked, hoping to destroy Slocum’s army before he could be reinforced. Although Slocum was caught by surprise, in the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865) his men rallied and held out until Sherman arrived with reinforcements.

Slocum resigned from the military on September 28, 1865. He later became active in politics, serving in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat (1869–1873, 1883–1885). Slocum died in Brooklyn, New York, on April 14, 1894.
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Slough, John Potts

Birth Date: February 1, 1829

Death Date: December 17, 1867

Union officer. John Potts Slough was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, on February 1, 1829. He attended Cincinnati Law School, became a lawyer, and was elected to the Ohio legislature at age 21. Although he pronounced his name “Slow,” he was quick to anger and that same year was expelled from his seat after striking another member of the legislature with his fist during a political argument. Two years later, however, Slough became secretary of the Ohio Democratic Party. He subsequently moved to Kansas Territory but by 1860 had settled in Denver, Colorado Territory.

Slough’s outspoken Democratic Party positions made his Unionist sympathies suspect, but he raised a company of the 1st Colorado Infantry and became its captain on June 24 and its colonel on August 26. In March 1862, the 1st Colorado joined Brigadier General Edward R. S. Canby’s command to oppose the Confederate invasion of New Mexico led by Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley. The only fighting of significance in which Slough participated occurred in the Battle of Glorieta Pass (March 26–28, 1862). Commanding a force of some 900 men, on March 28, having left the protection of Fort Union in direct violation of Canby’s orders, Slough attacked some 1,100 Confederates under Colonel William Read Scurry about a half mile from Pigeon’s Ranch. The fighting seesawed back and forth, but Slough eventually left the field. Scurry then drew off as well. A Confederate tactical victory, the Battle of Glorieta Pass was nonetheless a Union strategic victory, for Union forces captured Sibley’s supply train, forcing the Confederates to withdraw from New Mexico.

Ordered east, Slough briefly commanded a brigade in the Army of the Shenandoah and then in the Army of Virginia. Despite having disobeyed a direct order, he managed to portray himself as having turned the tide of battle in New Mexico, and he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers to date from August 25, 1862, serving as military governor of Alexandria, Virginia. Slough also served on the court-martial that wrongfully convicted Union major general Fitz John Porter of dereliction of duty during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).

Mustered out of the army on August 24, 1865, Slough was appointed chief justice of the New Mexico Territory. Here his intemperate manner got the best of him, and the territorial legislature passed a series of resolutions calling for his removal. On December 15, 1867, in Santa Fe, Slough got into an altercation with one of the legislators who had called for his removal and was shot and mortally wounded. Slough died two days later.
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Smalley, George Washburn

Birth Date: June 2, 1833

Death Date: April 4, 1916

U.S. journalist. George Washburn Smalley was born on June 2, 1833, in Franklin, Massachusetts, and graduated from Yale University in 1854. He subsequently studied law at Harvard and worked as an attorney in Boston (1855–1861). In the meantime, he developed a close friendship with William Lloyd Garrison and Wendell Phillips, both noted abolitionists. Suffering from poor eyesight, Smalley was unable to serve in the Union Army. However, in the autumn of 1861, Phillips introduced Smalley to the managing editor of the New York Tribune, who soon hired Smalley as a war correspondent.

Smalley’s first assignment, which he handled well, was to write a series of articles documenting African Americans living in Port Royal, South Carolina. He was then assigned to write about Union operations in the Shenandoah Valley in the spring of 1862. Smalley created a stir when he reported that the Union defeat at the Battle of Port Republic (June 9, 1862) had been the result of Brigadier General James Shields’s ineptitude. From there, Smalley went on to report on the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), where he shadowed Major General George B. McClellan at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862). During the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Smalley worked as a volunteer aide for Major General Joseph Hooker, which gave Smalley a unique inside view of the fighting. After the battle, Smalley rode to Frederick, Maryland, where he sent a short story on the engagement to New York via telegraph. He then boarded a train and while en route to New York penned a full account of the fight. This account was the first complete reportage published on the Battle of Antietam.

When Smalley arrived in New York, he was awarded with an editorial position, ending his field reporting. He did subsequently write a story that showcased the poor condition of the Union Army, but it was censored by the government. During the New York City Draft Riots (July 13–17, 1863), Smalley helped defend the Tribune’s offices from attack.

After the Civil War, Smalley covered the Austro-Prussian War during 1866 and founded a London bureau for the Tribune in 1867. He coordinated coverage of the Franco-Prussian War (1870–1871) and later became the U.S. correspondent for the London Times. He retired in 1905 in London. Smalley published several books, the most notable of which was a two-volume memoir titled Anglo-American Memories (1911–1912). Smalley died on April 4, 1916, in London.
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Smalls, Robert

Birth Date: April 5, 1839

Death Date: February 22, 1915

A slave in the American South whose act of defiance in the Civil War made him a national hero in the North. Born into slavery on April 5, 1839, in Beaufort, South Carolina, Robert Smalls at age 12 was hired out as a laborer in nearby Charleston. There he worked a variety of jobs, including as a stevedore on the Charleston docks. The hire-out system allowed Smalls to arrange to pay an agreed-upon amount each month to his owners; earnings above this he kept for himself. At age 17 he married Hannah Jones, a hotel maid, and made a contract with her owner to purchase her and their son. Smalls also managed to join the Black Mutual Aid Society.

With the start of the Civil War, the Confederate States of America commissioned the 313-ton steamer Planter as  a dispatch boat and transport. This was the ship on which Smalls worked as a wheelman. Early on May 13, 1862, Smalls, his family, and a crew of slaves—17 people in all—raised the ship’s anchor and escaped Charleston in the armed ship to join the Union blockading squadron. Flying a white flag, Smalls delivered his ship and its cargo to the Union cause. Appointed a pilot in the U.S. Navy, he became the captain of the Planter in 1863 and participated in the attack on Charleston.
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Robert Smalls was a slave in South Carolina at the beginning of the Civil War. His act of sailing a dispatch boat out to the Union blockading squadron off Charleston made him a hero in the North. After the war, he served in Congress as a Republican. (Library of Congress)

After the war, in July 1868 Smalls won election as a Republican to the South Carolina state legislature, which then had a black majority. He won election in 1871 to the South Carolina Senate and in 1875 to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served until 1879 and again from 1881 to 1887. Smalls was a staunch advocate of civil rights and opposed the imposition of segregation.

Smalls purchased his old owner’s house in Beaufort and worked as a customs official during the last two decades of his life. Smalls died at Beaufort, South Carolina, on February 22, 1915.
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Smith, Andrew Jackson (Union General)

Birth Date: April 28, 1815

Death Date: January 30, 1897

Union officer. Born at Bucks County, Pennsylvania, on April 28, 1815, Andrew Jackson Smith graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1838. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st Dragoons, Smith served extensively in the West and during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1845 and to captain in 1847. At the beginning of the Civil War, he commanded Fort Walla Walla in the Washington Territory and was promoted to major in May 1861. He briefly held a volunteer commission as colonel of the 2nd California Cavalry before resigning to become chief of cavalry for Major General Henry Halleck, commanding the Department of the Missouri.
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Union major general Andrew Jackson Smith distinguished himself in the March–May 1864 Red River Campaign, at Tupelo, Mississippi in July, at Nashville (December 15–16), and in the final operations against Mobile in early 1865. (Library of Congress)

Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers in March 1862, Smith participated in Halleck’s slow advance on and siege of Corinth, Mississippi (May 3–30, 1862). Smith then headed an infantry division in Kentucky before assuming command of a division in Major General William T. Sherman’s rebuff at the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862). Smith participated in the successful operation against Fort Hindman (Arkansas Post) during January 4–12, 1863, and also participated in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). He then served in western Tennessee, assuming command of a portion of XVI Corps, Army of the Tennessee, with which he now became the Union Army’s western theater troubleshooter. He was detached to support Major General N. P. Banks’s Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), playing a conspicuous role in an otherwise dismal effort, for which Smith was brevetted colonel and promoted to lieutenant colonel in the regular army. His promotion to major general of volunteers came in May. Returning to western Tennessee to deal with the threat posed to Sherman’s communications during his drive on Atlanta, Smith’s detachment, augmented by cavalry, went after the Confederate cavalry of Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest. Smith dealt Forrest a serious blow at the Battle of Tupelo (July 14–15, 1864), earning the brevet to brigadier general in the regular army.

Smith and his much-traveled corps then moved to Missouri in response to Major General Sterling Price’s autumn raid, only to be rushed by water to Nashville in December to join the forces assembled under Major General George Thomas preparing to meet the advancing army of John Bell Hood. Smith played a significant role in the decisive defeat of Hood’s mangled army at Nashville (December 15–16), for which he was brevetted major general in the regular army. Rather appropriately, Smith, given command of a reconstituted XVI Corps, was now dispatched to the Gulf Coast for the final operations against Mobile. One of the most active and important Union commanders during the final year of the war, Smith mustered out of the volunteers in January 1866. That July he was appointed colonel of the 7th Cavalry and resumed his regular army career, holding mostly administrative commands, including that of the important Department of the Missouri (1867–1868). Smith resigned in 1869 to become postmaster at St. Louis, a post he held until 1877. He later led Missouri militiamen during labor unrest. In 1889 he was placed on the army’s retired list as a colonel. Smith died at St. Louis on January 30, 1897.
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Smith, Andrew Jackson (Union Soldier)

Birth Date: ca. September 3, 1842

Death Date: March 4, 1932

African American Union soldier. Andrew Jackson Smith was born into slavery on or about September 3, 1842, in Kentucky. When the Civil War broke out, Andrew’s father and owner, Elijah Smith, immediately enlisted in the Confederate Army. After a year’s absence, he returned home on leave and indicated that he planned to take Andrew Smith back to war with him. When Andrew overheard the plans, he and another slave decided to escape. They made their way 25 miles to seek protection from a Union Army regiment, the 41st Illinois Infantry, near Smithland, Kentucky. Smith became a servant to Major John Warner.

In March 1862, Smith’s regiment moved to Pittsburg Landing and participated in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). During the course of the battle, Smith was struck in the head by a Confederate minié ball, which was removed, leaving only a scar. After the battle Warner, accompanied by Smith, returned to Clinton, Illinois. Smith was there when he heard that President Abraham Lincoln had authorized African American enlistment in the Union Army.

Smith left Illinois to enroll in the Massachusetts Volunteers. On May 16, 1863, he and 55 other Illinois volunteers were mustered into Company B of the 55th Massachusetts Regiment of Colored Volunteers. After the 54th Massachusetts (Colored) sister regiment of the 55th Massachusetts fought in South Carolina, it was joined by the 55th Massachusetts, and together they participated in five major engagements during the course of the next two years.

On the afternoon of November 30, 1864, the 54th and 55th Massachusetts Regiments were involved in a bloody battle at Honey Hill in South Carolina. The 55th Massachusetts regimental color sergeant was killed by an exploding shell, and Smith, now a corporal, took the state and federal flags from his hand and carried them forward through the heavy fire. Although half the officers and a third of the enlisted men in his unit were killed or wounded, Smith continued to expose himself to enemy fire by carrying the colors throughout the battle.

Smith was promoted to color sergeant soon after the battle at Honey Hill and was discharged on August 29, 1865. He eventually returned to Kentucky, where he lived out his days as a leader in Livingston County. Smith died there on March 4, 1932.

Smith was nominated for the Medal of Honor in 1916, but the U.S. Army denied the award, citing a lack of official records. Not until January 16, 2001, was Smith’s valor at Honey Hill finally recognized, when President Bill Clinton presented the Medal of Honor to Smith’s descendants, including his 93-year-old daughter, during a White House ceremony.
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Smith, Caleb Blood

Birth Date: April 16, 1808

Death Date: January 7, 1864

U.S. secretary of the interior (1861–1862). Caleb Blood Smith was born on April 16, 1808, in Boston, Massachusetts, but spent most of his youth in Ohio. After studying at Cincinnati College and Miami University of Ohio, he was admitted to the bar in 1828 and commenced a practice in Connersville, Indiana, where he also founded a Whig Party newspaper in 1832. The following year he took a seat in the Indiana legislature as a Whig, serving from 1833 to 1837 and in 1840 and 1841. In 1843 Smith was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served as a Whig until 1849. He vigorously opposed the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

Smith returned to Ohio, where he took up a legal practice in Cincinnati and also served as a railroad executive. He then settled in Indianapolis. After becoming a member of the Republican Party in the mid-1850s, Smith was a delegate to the unsuccessful February 1861 Washington Peace Conference, which had tried to avert civil war. Because Smith had been a key player in securing Abraham Lincoln’s nomination at the 1860 Republican Convention, he was offered the post of secretary of the interior. Smith took office in March 1861.

Smith’s tenure proved somewhat controversial. He lavished patronage positions on supporters and even appointed his own son to a departmental post. Smith argued against relieving Fort Sumter in early 1861 lest the move provoke war, and in the summer of 1862 he wrote an unsolicited letter to President Lincoln urging him to sack Major General George B. McClellan. Smith also reportedly disagreed with the Emancipation Proclamation. In delicate health, he tendered his resignation and left office on January 1, 1863, to accept a judgeship on the U.S. District Court for the District of Indiana. Smith served in this capacity until he died in Indianapolis on January 7, 1864.
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Smith, Charles Ferguson

Birth Date: April 24, 1807

Death Date: April 25, 1862

Union general. Charles Ferguson Smith was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on April 24, 1807. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1825 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of artillery. Smith served in garrison duty at a number of posts and returned to West Point as an instructor and a commandant of cadets. Then a captain, in 1846 Smith was ordered to join Brigadier General Zachary Taylor’s small Army of Observation, assigned to move into southern Texas to contest the disputed border with Mexico. Smith took command of an artillery battalion serving as infantry and fought with his unit in the Battle of Palo Alto (May 8, 1846) and at Resaca de la Palma (May 9, 1846), where he particularly distinguished himself. For his service in both battles, he was brevetted major. For his leadership in the Battle of Monterrey (September 20–24, 1846), he was brevetted lieutenant colonel.

Smith then joined Major General Winfield Scott’s campaign from Veracruz to Mexico City. Smith fought in the Battle of Contreras (August 19–20, 1847) and joined in the attack on a heavily defended bridge near the fortified convent at Churubusco (August 20), winning another brevet promotion, this time to colonel. Ill, he was unable to participate in the final battles for Mexico City.

Following the war, Smith served on the frontier and took part in the Red River Expedition of 1856 and the so-called Mormon War of 1857, rising to full rank lieutenant colonel in 1855. At the start of the Civil War, Smith was in Washington, D.C., where his remarks apparently angered influential politicians. As a result, he found himself on recruiting duties in New York. Major General John C. Frémont, however, was able to secure Smith’s appointment as a brigadier general of volunteers on August 30, 1861. Smith joined forces under Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant, whom he had taught at West Point. Smith pointed out the vulnerability of Confederate Fort Henry on the Tennessee River and commanded a division in the successful attack on the fort headed by Grant and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote on February 6, 1862.

Smith distinguished himself during the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), when he led his division into the fort. When Confederate commander Brigadier General Simon Bolivar Buckner, a former friend of Grant, asked for terms, Smith suggested to Grant that he accept nothing less than unconditional surrender, a demand that Grant adopted and that led to him becoming known as “Unconditional Surrender” Grant. Jealous of Grant’s success, Union department commander Major General Henry W. Halleck urged President Abraham Lincoln to promote Smith (not Grant) to major general. Both men were advanced to that rank the next month, however. When Halleck then suspended Grant from command, he named Smith to command the Army of the Mississippi. Moving the army to Pittsburg Landing, Smith jumped into a small boat, slipped, and badly scraped himself. The wound became septic. Moved to Savannah, Tennessee, to recover, Smith died from complications of the wound on April 25, 1862. Had it not been for this accident, Smith, not Grant, would have commanded at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862).
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Smith, Charles Henry

Birth Date: November 1, 1827

Death Date: July 17, 1902

Union officer. Born at Hollis, Maine, on November 1, 1827, Charles Henry Smith graduated from Waterville College in 1856. He then taught school in Eastport, Maine, and studied law. With the onset of the Civil War, Smith was commissioned captain of the 1st Maine Cavalry on October 9, 1861, and was promoted to major on February 16, 1863, and then to lieutenant colonel on March 1 and to colonel on June 18. Assigned to the Army of the Potomac, Smith saw action during the campaigns in Virginia and fought at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He was regarded as a highly effective cavalry commander during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), when he commanded a brigade in Major General David M. Gregg’s Division of the Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac. During fighting at St. Mary’s (Samaria) Church, Virginia, on June 24, 1864, Smith was severely wounded in the thigh but refused to leave the field until the engagement was over. He also commanded a brigade in the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). During the war, Smith participated in 63 battles and engagements. He mustered out of volunteer service on August 11, 1865.

Admitted to the bar in 1864, Smith was a state senator in Maine in 1866. He was appointed colonel of the 28th U.S. Infantry on July 28, 1866. On March 1, 1867, he was brevetted both brigadier general, for his role in the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865), and major general, for his Civil War service.

Smith transferred to the 19th Infantry in 1869. He retired on November 1, 1891. On April 11, 1895, he was awarded the Medal of Honor for the engagement at St. Mary’s (Samaria) Church. Smith died at Washington, D.C., on July 17, 1902.
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Smith, Edmund Kirby

Birth Date: May 16, 1824

Death Date: March 28, 1893

Confederate officer. Edmund Kirby Smith was born in St. Augustine, Florida, on May 16, 1824. Smith graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1845. He served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was brevetted for gallantry at the Battle of Cerro Gordo and the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco. In 1849 he returned to West Point to teach mathematics and remained there until 1852. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1851, in 1855 he became a captain in the new 2nd Cavalry Regiment, participating in numerous skirmishes with Comanches and other Native American tribes of the Southwest. He was promoted to major in January 1861.
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Edmund Kirby Smith was a career officer who resigned his U.S. Army commission at the start of the Civil War. As a Confederate full general, Smith commanded the Trans-Mississippi Department, which he ran on a largely independent basis. (Library of Congress)

Smith opposed Southern secession after the election of Abraham Lincoln in November 1860, but when Smith’s home state of Florida seceded from the Union, he resigned from the U.S. Army and accepted a commission as a lieutenant colonel in the Confederate Army. At the outset of the war, Smith was General Joseph E. Johnston’s chief of staff and helped to prepare incoming recruits for the Army of the Shenandoah. In June 1861 Smith was promoted to brigadier general and took command of a brigade. Wounded at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he played an important role in the Confederate victory, he was promoted to major general and assigned command of the Department of East Tennessee to work in tandem with General Braxton Bragg in Tennessee in an invasion of Kentucky. Smith’s forces garnered a notable victory in the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862) in Kentucky.

After a promising start, the Confederates were repelled in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). Bitterly disappointed, Smith nearly gave up his commission to enter the ministry. That same month, though, he was promoted to lieutenant general and reassigned to command the Trans-Mississippi Department. The region became known as “Kirby Smithdom” when his administrative apparatus was separated from the eastern side of the Mississippi after the Union victory at Vicksburg on July 4, 1863. Promoted to full general in February 1864, Smith operated largely on an independent basis, appointing general officers and granting promotions based on the realities of the Trans-Mississippi region. Most of these appointments and promotions could not be confirmed due to the isolated nature of his command.

Smith proved to be generally successful in defending his vast department. In 1864 his forces defeated Union efforts to take western Louisiana and invade Texas in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), and they turned back the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864), a supporting Union effort in Arkansas. But the tide of the war had turned decisively in favor of the Union, and with the surrenders of the field armies east of the Mississippi, Smith formally surrendered on May 26, 1865.

Following the war, Smith was affiliated with an insurance company and a telegraph company, both of which failed. From 1870 to 1875, he was president of the University of Nashville. He then taught mathematics at the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, from 1875 until his death there on March 28, 1893.
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Smith, Gerrit

Birth Date: March 6, 1797

Death Date: December 28, 1874

Noted abolitionist, philanthropist, and social reformer. Gerrit Smith was born on March 6, 1797, in Utica, New York. He graduated from Hamilton College in 1818. Smith helped his father manage a $400,000 family fortune, which the younger Smith eventually controlled. After increasing the family’s wealth through shrewd investments, Smith devoted much of his time and money to good works.

Smith’s involvement in philanthropy and reform began in the 1820s, when he supported the Sunday School movement and the United Domestic Missionary Society. He advocated temperance and a vegetarian diet; along with meat, he gave up spices, tea, and tobacco. Smith supported women’s suffrage and, for a time, the colonization of African Americans. He was also concerned with prison reform and sought to have capital punishment abolished.

Although initially supporting the colonization of blacks to Africa, Smith took an abolitionist position in the 1830s and soon became a leading figure in the movement. He helped convert his cousin, the women’s rights leader Elizabeth Cady Stanton, to this cause and also to temperance. Smith served as vice president of the American Anti-Slavery Society, and in 1836 he assumed the presidency of the New York Anti-Slavery Society.

In the 1840s, Smith tried to advance abolition through political action. In 1848 the Liberty Party nominated Smith for the presidency, but he declined to run. Meanwhile, Smith had joined the growing free-soil movement. In 1848 this antislavery coalition formed the Free Soil Party. Smith was instrumental in founding the party, which adopted his slogan “Free Men, Free Soil, and Free Trade.”

Becoming increasingly militant in the 1850s, Smith joined in promoting resistance to the Fugitive Slave Act and helped runaway slaves escape to Canada. In 1852 he was elected to Congress as an independent. He served one term before he resigned. Having been recently admitted to the bar, he opened a law practice.

When the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act brought a rush of both proslavery and antislavery settlers into Kansas, Smith backed the antislavery faction. He gave the New England Emigrant Aid Company more than $14,000 to help eastern abolitionists settle in the West. From 1856 to 1858, Smith aided the radical abolitionist John Brown, giving him money for his 1859 raid on Harpers Ferry, Virginia. When documents implicating Smith and five other Northern abolitionists in the raid were later discovered in a Maryland farmhouse, Smith suffered a breakdown and spent several weeks in an insane asylum.

During the Civil War, Smith became a Republican, writing and speaking on behalf of the Union cause and campaigning for Abraham Lincoln’s reelection in 1864. After the war, Smith’s growing conservatism led him to favor a policy of moderation toward the South while advocating black suffrage. Smith died on December 28, 1874, in New York City.
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Smith, Giles Alexander

Birth Date: September 29, 1829

Death Date: November 5, 1876

Union officer. Giles Alexander Smith was born on September 29, 1829, in Jefferson County, New York. He moved to Ohio as a young man and worked in a Cincinnati dry goods store for a time before buying and operating a hotel in Bloomington, Illinois. In the summer of 1861, he joined the 8th Missouri Infantry as captain of company D and subsequently saw action at the Battles of Fort Henry (February 6, 1862), Fort Donelson (February 13–16), Shiloh (April 6–7), and Corinth (October 3–4). He was advanced to lieutenant colonel on June 12, 1862, and to colonel on June 30.

In December 1862, Smith was given charge of a brigade in the Army of the Tennessee. He saw combat at the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862) and the Battle of Fort Hindman/Arkansas Post (January 9–11, 1863) and in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4). That summer, he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers. He commanded a brigade in XV Corps during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863) but was badly wounded at the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). Smith next participated in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), during which he performed conspicuously and assumed command of a division in XVII Corps. He led his division during Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865).

Immediately after the war, Smith commanded an African American division dispatched for occupation duties in the Southwest. Brevetted a major general of volunteers in March 1865, he was given the full rank in November 1865. He mustered out of the volunteers in February 1866. From 1869 to 1872, he served as assistant U.S. postmaster general. Smith died on November 5, 1876, in Bloomington, Illinois.
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Smith, Green Clay

Birth Date: ca. July 4, 1826

Death Date: June 29, 1895

Union officer. Born in Richmond, Kentucky, on July 4, 1826 (some sources give July 2, 1832, as the date of birth, while his gravestone at Arlington National Cemetery lists May 1832), Green Clay Smith interrupted his studies to serve in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st Kentucky Volunteer Infantry. Returning home, he graduated from Transylvania University in Lexington in 1849. After studying law, he was admitted to the bar in 1852 and went into practice with his father, John S. Smith, a prominent lawyer and member of Congress. Green Clay Smith subsequently moved to Covington, Kentucky, and opened his own practice.

Smith was a member of the Kentucky legislature at the outbreak of the Civil War. Loyal to the Union, he was commissioned colonel of the 4th Kentucky Cavalry Regiment on April 4, 1862, and advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on July 2, 1862.

On May 5, 1862, Smith’s cavalry regiment took part in the defeat of Confederate raider John Hunt Morgan at Lebanon, Tennessee, but Smith was not as successful in subsequent encounters with Morgan. On March 25, 1863, General Smith’s men engaged a Confederate brigade under Confederate major general Nathan Bedford Forrest that had just attacked Brentwood, Tennessee. Initially successful, Smith’s men were outnumbered and driven off by the arrival of a second Confederate brigade.

Elected to Congress as an Unconditional Unionist in November 1862, Smith resigned his commission on December 1, 1863, but was brevetted major general of volunteers on March 13, 1865, for meritorious service during the war. He served in Congress from March 4, 1863, until his resignation in 1866 to accept an appointment as governor of Montana Territory. He held that post from July 1866 until his resignation in April 1869.

Ordained a Baptist minister in 1869, Smith became pastor of the Baptist church in Frankfort, Kentucky. He ran for the presidency of the United States as the candidate of the National Prohibition Party in 1876 but received fewer than 10,000 votes. Smith was pastor of the Metropolitan Baptist Church in Washington, D.C., from 1890 until his death on June 29, 1895.
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Smith, Gustavus Woodson

Birth Date: ca. November 30, 1821

Death Date: June 24, 1896

Confederate officer. Gustavus Woodson Smith was born in Georgetown, Kentucky, probably on November 30, 1821 (December 1, 1821, and January 1, 1822, are listed in some sources). He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842. Detailed to the Corps of Engineers, Smith was involved in the construction of coastal fortifications. In 1844 he became assistant instructor of engineering at West Point. Smith led a company in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and won brevets to first lieutenant and captain. After the war Smith returned to West Point, resuming his teaching. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1853 but resigned his commission on December 18, 1854, to pursue a career in civil engineering. He also served as street commissioner for New York City (1858–1861). Smith was in New York when the Civil War began, but apparently waiting to see what Kentucky would decide, he did not offer his services to the Confederacy until September.

On September 19, 1861, Smith was commissioned a major general in the Confederate Army and assigned to the Army of the Potomac (later the Army of Northern Virginia). As second-in-command to General Joseph Johnston, Smith led a wing of the army during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). He fought at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and assumed command of the army when General Joseph E. Johnston was wounded on the first day of fighting. Succeeded in command by General Robert E. Lee, Smith became ill and took a leave of absence. In August 1862 he was assigned to command the defenses of Richmond, and in September he became commander of the Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia.

In November 1862, Smith served briefly as interim secretary of war. Disappointed after being passed over for promotion, he resigned his commission on February 17, 1863, becoming superintendent of the Etowah Iron Works in Georgia. On June 1, 1864, he was commissioned a major general in the Georgia Militia. He commanded a division of Georgia State Troops in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and led the Confederate forces in the Battle of Honey Hill (November 30, 1864) in South Carolina. He was paroled at Macon, Georgia, in April 1865.

After the war Smith moved to Tennessee, where he became an iron manufacturer (1866–1870). In 1870 he moved to Kentucky, working as an insurance commissioner until 1876. He then returned to New York City and embarked on a literary career, writing numerous books and manuals. Smith died in New York City on June 24, 1896.
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Smith, James Argyle

Birth Date: July 1, 1831

Death Date: December 6, 1901

Confederate officer. James Argyle Smith was born on July 1, 1831, in Maury County, Tennessee. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1853. After serving in a variety of locales and roles, including fighting the Sioux, Smith was on leave when the Civil War began. He resigned from the army in May 1861 and took a commission as a captain in Confederate service. Advanced to major in March 1862, he served as a staff officer for Major General Leonidas Polk and soon thereafter became a lieutenant colonel of the 2nd Tennessee Infantry Regiment, which Smith helped lead at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). He performed so well there that he was advanced to colonel and given charge of a consolidated unit designated the 5th Confederate (Regular) Infantry.

Smith led his regiment ably at the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862) as well as the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). He was also commended for his effective leadership during the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). Smith became a brigadier general on September 30, 1863, and took command of the Texas Brigade in Major General Patrick Cleburne’s division, Army of Tennessee. The brigade performed tenaciously in the defense of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863), during which Smith was severely wounded. He did not return to duty until June 1864. He saw much action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and was wounded again during the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864). Following the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), in which Cleburne was killed, Smith assumed command of the division, leading it at the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864) and during the subsequent retreat into Mississippi.

Early the next year, Smith commanded half of Major General Benjamin F. Cheatham’s corps during Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Smith was especially conspicuous during the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865). Smith surrendered in Greensboro, North Carolina, and was paroled there within a few days.

After the war Smith took up residence in Mississippi, where he became a farmer. From 1877 to 1886 he served as the state superintendent of education, and from 1893 to 1897 he was an agent for the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs. Later still, he served as marshal of the Mississippi Supreme Court. Smith died on December 6, 1901, in Jackson, Mississippi.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Atlanta, Battle of; Atlanta Campaign; Bentonville, Battle of; Chickamauga, Battle of; Perryville, Battle of; Sherman’s March through the Carolinas; Shiloh, Battle of; Stones River, Battle of

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Smith, James Youngs

Birth Date: September 15, 1809

Death Date: March 26, 1876

Governor of Rhode Island. James Youngs Smith was born on September 15, 1809, in Groton, Connecticut, and was a clerk in a general merchandise store before moving to Rhode Island as a young man. Settling in Providence, he cofounded the successful Asborn & Smith Lumber Company and then went on to establish several textile mills in both Rhode Island and Connecticut. After joining the Republican Party, Smith served as mayor of Providence from 1855 until 1857. He then served in the state legislature before launching an unsuccessful bid for governor in 1861.

Successful in his second race for governor, Smith took office in May 1863. He presided over a booming war economy but ran afoul of federal officials because he supported the state’s prevailing sentiments that Rhode Islanders should not be drafted into national service. Smith instead turned to voluntary enlistments and a bounty system, which never quite satisfied federal requirements. Before leaving office in May 1866, Smith was accused of fostering corruption in the enlistment system, but he was later cleared of any wrongdoing.

Smith did not hold public office after 1866 and instead tended to his business interests as well as various charitable causes. He died on March 26, 1876, in Providence, Rhode Island.
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Smith, John Eugene

Birth Date: August 3, 1816

Death Date: January 29, 1897

Union officer. Born in Berne, Switzerland, on August 3, 1816, John Eugene Smith immigrated as a youth with his family to Philadelphia, where he became a jeweler. In 1836 he settled in Galena, Illinois. There Smith practiced his trade and became active in local politics. In 1861 he was responsible for rescuing Ulysses S. Grant from obscurity when Smith suggested to Illinois governor Richard Yates that Grant could easily raise and train an infantry regiment. Smith served briefly on Yates’s staff before resigning to recruit and organize the 45th Illinois Infantry Regiment, which he commanded with the rank of colonel from July 23, 1861.

Smith took part with his regiment in the Battles of Fort Henry (February 6, 1862), Fort Donelson (February 13–16), and Shiloh (April 6–7) and the advance on and siege of Corinth (May 3–30). He was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on November 29, 1862, and he briefly, in December 1862, commanded the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, XIII Corps. After the reorganization and expansion of the Union forces in the western theater, Smith commanded the 8th Division, XVI Corps, Army of the Tennessee, from December 26, 1862, to April 3, 1863, followed by commands of the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, XVII Corps, also in the Army of the Tennessee, from April 23 to June 3, 1863.

During the latter part of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), Smith commanded the 7th Division, XVII Corps, Army of the Tennessee, and then subsequently led the 2nd Division of that corps. From December 1863 until the end of the war, he commanded the 3rd Division, XV Corps, Army of the Tennessee, and participated in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), serving in the rear; Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864); and Sherman’s March though the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Smith commanded the District of Western Tennessee during the final months of 1865.

In April 1866 Smith, who had been brevetted major general in the volunteer army, mustered out of the volunteer service. He accepted a regular army commission as a colonel, with command of the 27th Infantry Regiment, and was brevetted brigadier and major general in the regular army for his Civil War service. Smith, who transferred to the 14th Infantry in 1870, was stationed at a succession of frontier posts until his retirement on May 19, 1881. He died in Chicago on January 29, 1897.
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Smith, John Gregory

Birth Date: July 22, 1818

Death Date: November 6, 1891

Lawyer, railroad executive, and Republican governor of Vermont. John Gregory Smith, commonly known as J. Gregory Smith, was born on July 22, 1818, in St. Albans, Vermont. A graduate of the University of Vermont and Yale Law School, he entered a law partnership with his father in St. Albans. By the 1850s, Smith had become involved in railroad management, and in 1858 he became a trustee of the Vermont & Canada Railroad. He also served in the Vermont Senate and House of Representatives, serving as Speaker during 1862. His popularity as an astute businessman and his efficient service as Speaker of the House served him well in his election bid for governor, and he took office as a Republican in October 1863. Handily winning reelection in 1864, he served until October 1865.

Building on the work of Governor Frederick Holbrook, his immediate predecessor, Smith effectively lobbied the state assembly to appropriate money to care for wounded and ill Vermont soldiers and to expand the state’s newly established military hospitals. He was also instrumental in drafting legislation that helped ensure soldiers’ voting rights while they were on military duty out of state.

After leaving office, Smith continued his involvement in the railroad industry and was one of the founders of the Northern Pacific Railroad, serving as its president from 1866 until 1872. He also maintained his interest in Republican politics, chairing the Vermont delegation to the 1872, 1880, and 1884 Republican National Conventions. Smith died in St. Albans on November 6, 1891.
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Smith, Joseph Bryant

Birth Date: 1826

Death Date: March 8, 1862

Union naval officer. Joseph Bryant Smith was born in Belfast, Maine, in 1826. Appointed a midshipman on October 19, 1841, he graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, in 1847. He then served aboard the side-wheel frigate Mississippi, with the U.S. Coast Survey, and at the Washington Navy Yard. He was promoted to master on August 22, 1855, and to lieutenant on September 14, 1855, when he was assigned to the Merrimack. He served in that screw frigate until 1857. In 1859 Smith was assigned to the sailing frigate Congress as the ship’s executive officer.

On March 8, 1862, Smith was in command of the Congress when it came under fire from the Confederate ironclad Virginia (ex-Merrimack) during the Battles of Hampton Roads. Smith ordered the armed tug Zouave to tow his ship under the Union shore batteries at Newport News. This action prevented the Virginia, with its deep draft, from ramming the Congress as it had the sloop Cumberland. Unfortunately for Smith, the Congress grounded, and at about 3:30 p.m. Confederate commodore Franklin Buchanan was thus able to position the Virginia about 150 yards off the stern of the Congress and open a deadly raking fire. Only 2 of the frigate’s 50 guns could be brought to bear in reply. In short order 100 men, a quarter of the Union ship’s crew, were casualties. Soon both of the Congress’s stern guns were disabled, and Lieutenant Smith was killed, decapitated by a shell fragment at about 4:20. Still, the Union frigate took nearly an hour of punishment before it struck. On learning in Washington that the ship had surrendered, Smith’s father, Commodore Joseph Smith, said simply, “Joe’s dead.” Lieutenant John Taylor Wood of the Virginia wrote that “No ship was ever fought more gallantly.” Having received fire from Union troops on the shore, Buchanan took out his anger on the surrendered Congress and ordered the Virginia’s gunners to set the ship alight with hot shot; it blew up that night. In all, 120 men of the crew perished.
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Smith, Martin Luther

Birth Date: September 9, 1819

Death Date: July 29, 1866

Confederate officer. Martin Luther Smith was born on September 9, 1819, in Danby, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842. Commissioned an engineering officer, Smith served throughout the United States, and during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) he was brevetted for his mapping work. A captain by 1856, Smith subsequently took a leave of absence and worked as chief engineer for the Fernandina & Cedar Key Railroad in Florida.

Accepting a major’s commission in the Confederate Army, Smith resigned his U.S. Army commission on April 1, 1861. His long ties to the South—his wife was a Southerner—and business concerns in the South led to his decision to back the Confederacy. Sent to New Orleans in the early summer of 1861, Smith helped fortify that city’s defenses before taking command of the 21st Louisiana Infantry with the rank of colonel in February 1862.

On April 11, 1862, Smith was advanced to brigadier general and given charge of the Third District in the Department of Southern Mississippi and East Louisiana. Sent to Vicksburg to help supervise the construction of defensive works, he became a major general on November 4, 1862. He remained in Vicksburg until the city fell to Union forces on July 4, 1863. Taken prisoner, Smith was finally exchanged in March 1864.

Smith subsequently became chief engineer for General Robert E. Lee before serving as chief engineer for General John B. Hood at Atlanta beginning in July 1864. Smith retained this position until October, at which time he became chief engineer for the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. In this role, he was responsible for erecting defenses around Mobile for Major General Dabney Maury. Smith was in Mobile until that port city fell to Union forces on April 12, 1865. The following month, he surrendered in Athens, Georgia.

After the war Smith operated a civil engineering business in Savannah, where he died on July 29, 1866.
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Smith, Morgan Lewis

Birth Date: March 8, 1821

Death Date: December 29, 1874

Union officer. Morgan Lewis Smith was born in Mexico, New York, on March 8, 1821. He was the elder brother of future Union general Giles A. Smith. When Morgan Smith was an infant, his family moved to Jefferson County, New York. Smith left New York at age 21, finally settling in New Albany, Indiana, around 1843, where he became a teacher. On July 19, 1845, Smith joined the U.S. Army as a private under the assumed name of Martin L. Sanford and rose to the rank of sergeant before he resigned on July 19, 1850.

Smith then moved to St. Louis, where he became a boatman on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. When the Civil War began, Smith recruited the 8th Missouri Regiment at St. Louis and was commissioned its colonel on July 8, 1861. He trained his regiment well, turning it into a highly effective fighting unit. Smith took part in the advance to Fort Henry and then commanded the 5th Brigade of Brigadier General Lew Wallace’s Division in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862). Smith led the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, Army of the Tennessee, in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on July 16, 1862.

In November 1862, Smith assumed command of the 2nd Division of XIII Corps in the Army of the Tennessee. He was severely wounded in the hip on December 28 during the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862) and was forced to leave his command to recover. Not returning to active service until October 1863, he commanded the 2nd Division, XV Corps, Army of the Tennessee, during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863) and the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and briefly commanded XV Corps at the end of July when Major General John A. Logan assumed command of the Army of the Tennessee following the death of Major General James B. McPherson. In August, reoccurring problems with his war wounds forced Smith to give up field command. He then assumed command of the District of Vicksburg, holding this position until the end of the war. Smith resigned his commission on July 12, 1865. Strangely, he did not receive a brevet to major general.

Smith was U.S. consul general in Honolulu from 1866 to 1868. Declining the governorship of the Colorado Territory, he then moved to Washington, D.C., where he became a counsel for those with claims against the government. Smith was involved with a building association in Washington when he died suddenly on a trip to Jersey City, New Jersey, on December 29, 1874.
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Smith, Preston

Birth Date: December 25, 1823

Death Date: September 19, 1863

Confederate officer. Preston Smith was born in Giles County, Tennessee, on December 25, 1823. He attended Jackson College in Columbia, Tennessee, and studied law. After passing the bar, he established a legal practice in Columbia. Smith subsequently moved to Waynesboro, Tennessee, and ultimately to Memphis, where his practice flourished.

With the beginning of the Civil War, in May 1861 Smith was elected colonel of the 154th Tennessee (Senior) Regiment, a militia unit that entered Confederate service in August. He commanded a brigade during the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861) in Missouri. Smith led his regiment in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was severely wounded in the right shoulder and forced to quit the field.

Following a monthlong recuperation, Smith returned to action in the defense of Corinth, Mississippi, and participated in General Braxton Bragg’s Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862), commanding the 1st Brigade in Brigadier General Patrick Cleburne’s 2nd Division under Major General E. Kirby Smith. When Cleburne was wounded in the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862) in Kentucky, Smith assumed temporary command of the division. In recognition of his highly effective leadership in this battle, Smith received promotion to brigadier general on October 27, 1862.

Smith was present during the last day of fighting at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and participated in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863). He commanded a brigade in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), when Bragg’s Army of Tennessee attacked Major General William S. Rosecrans’s Army of the Cumberland. During the action of September 19, Smith’s forces fought the Federals in the woods, with little advantage gained on either side. That evening, Smith’s men formed a part of Cleburne’s attack on the Union left, but Union major general George H. Thomas had anticipated the Confederate move and established a strong defensive position so that the Confederate attack was beaten back. During this attack, Smith and his staff inadvertently rode into Union lines. They were recognized as Confederates, and Smith and two aides were felled by a Union volley. One of the aides was killed outright, and Smith was mortally wounded. Carried to the rear, he died an hour later.
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Smith, Thomas Benton

Birth Date: February 24, 1838

Death Date: May 21, 1923

Confederate officer. Thomas Benton Smith was born in Mechanicsville, Tennessee, on February 24, 1838. He was educated at the Nashville Military Institute. Smith entered the railroad industry and worked for a time with the Nashville & Decatur Railroad before enlisting in 1861 in the Confederate Army as a lieutenant in the 20th Tennessee Infantry Regiment.

Smith saw action in the Battle of Mill Springs (January 19, 1862) in Kentucky and was advanced to colonel of the regiment in May 1862. On August 5 he participated in the failed Confederate attempt to capture the Union garrison at Baton Rouge. During the engagement, Smith took temporary command of a brigade and earned praise for his performance.

During the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), Smith was wounded severely. Upon recovery, he returned to duty and was again wounded at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). He recovered sufficiently to participate in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), during which he took command of Brigadier General Robert C. Tyler’s brigade.

In July 1864, Smith was advanced to brigadier general. During the campaign, he became widely known for his stoutness in combat and dogged determination to defeat Union troops. During the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864), he performed brilliantly. Before the conclusion of that campaign, however, on December 16, 1864, Smith was taken prisoner by Union forces in Nashville. That same day, a colonel from an Ohio regiment spotted Smith among a group of others and singled him out for abuse. The colonel’s men had apparently suffered grievously during an assault led by Smith’s brigade, and the colonel sought revenge. Without warning, he savagely attacked Smith with his saber, smashing him repeatedly about the head. The wounds were so severe that a portion of Smith’s brain was exposed. Miraculously, Smith recovered and eventually returned to railroad work. However, the effects of the attack—whether physical or psychological—brought about mental illness, and Smith spent the last 47 years of his life in a mental asylum. He died in Nashville on May 21, 1923.
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Smith, Thomas Kilby

Birth Date: September 23, 1820

Death Date: December 14, 1887

Union officer. Thomas Kilby Smith was born in Dorchester, Massachusetts, on September 23, 1820. While a boy, Smith moved with his parents to a farm in Hamilton County, Ohio. He graduated from Cincinnati College in 1837 and then pursued a career in law, studying under Salmon P. Chase, future U.S. secretary of the treasury and chief justice of the United States. Smith subsequently clerked in the Post Office Department in Washington, D.C., and then was a U.S. marshal for the Southern District of Ohio.

On September 9, 1861, Smith was commissioned lieutenant colonel of the 54th Ohio Infantry. He was promoted to colonel on October 31. Smith performed capably in the western theater of war in all the campaigns of the Army of the Tennessee, commencing with the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), when he assumed command of a brigade. During the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862) and the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), Smith served for a time on Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s staff and also commanded a brigade in XV Corps. Smith was appointed a brigadier general on August 11, 1863.

Smith commanded the detached division of XVI Corps, providing protection to Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s gunboats during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Smith’s health having failed, he was relieved of active duty on January 17, 1865. In recognition of his effective wartime service, he was brevetted major general of volunteers on March 13, 1865. That June after the fall of Mobile, he assumed command of the District of Mobile. He mustered out of the volunteers on January 15, 1866.

After the war, Smith settled in Torresdale, part of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was U.S. consul in Panama (1867–1869) and returned to Torresdale, but in 1887 he moved to New York City, where he died on December 14, 1887.
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Smith, Truman

Birth Date: November 27, 1791

Death Date: May 3, 1884

U.S. congressman and senator as well as judge on the British-American Court of Arbitration, which sought to investigate and prosecute those who dealt in the international slave trade. Truman Smith was born on November 27, 1791, in Roxbury, Connecticut. After graduation from Yale College in 1815, he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1818. Settling in Litchfield, he built a successful legal practice. He sat in the Connecticut House of Representatives (1831–1832 and 1834) as a Whig before being elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served during 1845–1849 as a Whig.

Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1848, Smith served in that body from 1849 until 1854. During that time, he became chagrined at the proslavery forces who were attempting to expand slavery into the territories, an issue that had become far more divisive following the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and the resultant land cessions in the West. When the Southern element of the Whig Party embraced the controversial Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854, Smith resigned his seat in 1854, believing that the slavery issue would sound the death knell for his party.

Smith settled in New York City, where he established a lucrative law practice and remained keenly interested in politics. By the late 1850s, he had joined the new Republican Party. Although Smith did not champion Abraham Lincoln’s 1860 presidential nomination—he favored a nominee from a border state—he did fully support Lincoln’s war policies when the Civil War began in April 1861.

By 1862, Smith was convinced that slavery had to be eradicated, by the successful prosecution of the war if necessary. That same year, Lincoln named Smith to be a judge on the British-American Court of Arbitration. The result of a treaty between the two nations concluded in 1862, the tribunal was designed to render judgments in cases in which ships seized by either American or British warships were suspected of participating in the international slave trade. Smith remained on the court until 1870, when he briefly practiced law before retiring. He died on May 3, 1884, in Stamford, Connecticut.
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Smith, William

Birth Date: September 6, 1797

Death Date: May 18, 1887

Confederate officer and governor of Virginia. William Smith was born on September 6, 1797, in King George County, Virginia. From 1827 to 1836, he operated a successful mail-coach service from Milledgeville, Georgia, to Washington, D.C., during which time he attracted the enduring sobriquet “Extra Billy.” From 1836 until 1841, Smith sat in the Virginia Senate. He then ran for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served from 1841 to 1843 and again from 1853 to 1861.

From 1846 to 1849, Smith served as Virginia’s governor. In the summer of 1861, Virginia governor John Letcher offered Smith a colonel’s commission in the state militia. Smith eagerly accepted, despite his age and lack of prior military experience.

Now in Confederate service, Smith saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he led the 49th Virginia Infantry Regiment and performed capably. In the autumn of 1861, Smith was elected to the Confederate Congress and served until the spring of 1862.

Smith next saw action at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). He also participated in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he was wounded and as a consequence was out of action for a number of months. Advanced to brigadier general on January 31, 1863, he received command of Brigadier General Jubal A. Early’s old brigade and saw combat at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). That autumn, Smith was reelected governor after being advanced to major general on August 12, 1863.

Smith took office in January 1864 and presided over Virginia during the last months of the crumbling Confederacy. Because of a chronic shortage of funds and the nearly constant warfare in his state, Smith accomplished very little during his abbreviated tenure in office. In April 1865 he fled the capital at Richmond but surrendered several weeks later. Paroled almost immediately, he returned to his Warrenton County estate, where he farmed until his death there on May 18, 1887.
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Smith, William Duncan

Birth Date: July 28, 1825

Death Date: October 4, 1862

Confederate officer. Born in Augusta, Georgia, on July 28, 1825, William Duncan Smith graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1846. Commissioned in the 2nd Dragoons, he fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He took part in the Mexico City Campaign and was seriously wounded in the Battle of Molino del Rey (September 8, 1847). On his recovery, he held garrison assignments. Smith was promoted to first lieutenant on August 18, 1851, and to captain on June 4, 1858.

With the onset of the Civil War, Smith sided with the Confederacy and resigned his U.S. Army commission on January 28, 1861. He was commissioned a major in the 1st Georgia Regular Infantry on March 16. Smith was assigned as assistant adjutant general in the defenses of Savannah on June 25. Promoted to colonel, commanding the 20th Georgia Infantry, on July 14, he was advanced to brigadier general on March 7, 1862, and the next month assumed command of the 1st Brigade, District of Georgia, in the Department of South Carolina and Georgia. In July he took command at Charleston of the First Sub-District of the District of South Carolina in the same department. Smith led one wing of Confederate forces under Brigadier General Nathan G. Evans in the Battle of Secessionville (June 16, 1862) in which the Confederates repulsed a Union attack under Brigadier General Henry W. Benham.

Smith contracted yellow fever and died in Charleston, South Carolina, on October 4, 1862.
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Smith, William Farrar

Birth Date: February 17, 1824

Death Date: February 28, 1903

Union officer. Born in St. Albans, Vermont, on February 17, 1824, William Farrar Smith, known to his friends as “Baldy,” graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in July 1845. Commissioned in the Topographical Engineers, he was promoted to first lieutenant on March 3, 1853.

Smith conducted surveys in the Great Lakes region and in Texas, Arizona, and Florida. In Florida, Smith was stricken with malaria, which affected his health for the rest of his life. In 1856 he was assigned to the Lighthouse Service. He was also assistant professor of mathematics at West Point (1846–1848 and 1855–1856). Smith was promoted to captain on July 1, 1859.

Assigned to the staff of Brigadier General Irvin McDowell, Smith took part in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). He was appointed colonel of the 3rd Vermont Regiment on July 16, 1861, and after helping organize the 1st Vermont Brigade, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on August 13. Smith commanded a division in the Army of the Potomac during Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was brevetted regular army lieutenant colonel for his role in the Battle of White Oak Swamp (June 30, 1862) during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Smith was promoted to major general of volunteers on July 4, 1862.

Smith led his division with great effectiveness in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and commanded VI Corps during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). His close friendship with the discredited McClellan and outspoken criticism of Army of the Potomac commander Major General Ambrose E. Burnside for the latter’s handling of the First Battle of Fredericksburg cost Smith both his corps command and his Senate confirmation as major general. His nomination to major general expired on March 4, 1863, and he reverted to the rank of brigadier general. Smith then commanded Pennsylvania militiamen in the Department of the Susquehanna, and during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863) he retook Carlisle, Pennsylvania, which had been occupied by the Confederates.

On October 3, 1863, Smith was assigned as chief engineer of the Army of the Cumberland. In that capacity, he opened the famous Cracker Line that allowed resupply and reinforcement of Union forces at Chattanooga. This notable achievement won the thanks of Major General Ulysses S. Grant. Again nominated for major general with Grant’s enthusiastic support, this time Smith was confirmed by the Senate, on March 9, 1864.

Smith commanded XVIII Corps in Major General Benjamin F. Butler’s Army of the James during Grant’s Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Smith saw action in the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864) and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Ordered by Grant to attack the city of Petersburg on June 15, Smith, undoubtedly conscious of the Cold Harbor debacle, carried out an extensive reconnaissance and moved too deliberately, no doubt costing the Union capture of that key city and prolonging the war by many months. This might have been forgiven, but Smith, who was often his own worst enemy, also quarreled with Butler. Relieved of command on July 19, Smith passed the remainder of the war on special duty. He was nonetheless brevetted through major general in the regular army.
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Major General William F. Smith commanded XVIII Corps in the Army of the James during the May–June 1864 Overland Campaign. Ordered to attack Petersburg on June 15, he was slow to move, costing the Union the early capture of that key city and prolonging the war by many months. (Library of Congress)

Smith resigned his volunteer commission in November 1865 and resigned from the U.S. Army in 1867 and spent much of the rest of his life defending his Civil War record. From 1864 to 1873 he was president of the International Telegraph Company, and from 1875 to 1881 he was on the Board of Police Commissioners of New York, becoming its president in 1877. After 1881, he engaged in civil engineering work in Pennsylvania. Smith died in Philadelphia on February 28, 1903.
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Smith, William Sooy

Birth Date: July 22, 1830

Death Date: March 4, 1916

Union officer. William Sooy Smith was born in Tarlton, Ohio, on July 22, 1830. He graduated with an engineering degree from Ohio University in 1849 and then entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, graduating in 1853. Smith resigned his commission on June 19, 1854, to accept a position with the Illinois Central Railroad, but he lost that post because of poor health. After two years teaching school in Buffalo, New York, in 1857 Smith established Parkinson & Smith, an engineering firm that worked on the international bridge between the United States and Canada across the Niagara River and then on the Charleston & Savannah Railroad Bridge near Savannah, Georgia.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Smith left his work in Georgia and joined the 13th Ohio Infantry Regiment. On June 26, 1861, he became its colonel. Following service with his regiment in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia), he commanded a brigade in the Army of the Ohio during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), winning promotion to brigadier general of volunteers on April 15 in recognition of his performance. Smith then commanded the Army of the Ohio’s 4th Division.

Smith’s division was in reserve during the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). He then commanded the 2nd Division, XVI Corps, Army of the Tennessee, during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). On July 20 he became chief of cavalry in the Department of the Tennessee, and in October he assumed the same position in the Military Division of the Mississippi.

In February 1864 Smith commanded a large cavalry force that proceeded south from Tennessee into Mississippi to act as a diversionary force for Major General William T. Sherman’s Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864). The Sooy Smith Expedition (February 11–26), as it was called, failed miserably and angered Sherman. Smith was late getting started, and although he had 11,000 men, he was turned back by numerically inferior Confederate forces under Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest at Okolona, Mississippi (October 22). Smith then performed administrative duties in Nashville until he resigned his commission for health reasons on July 15, 1864.

Smith farmed in Cook County, Illinois, until resuming his civil engineering practice in 1866. He became an internationally known figure in engineering circles for his work on pneumatic caissons in construction and on bridge design. Among his accomplishments were several Missouri River bridges, including the first all-steel bridge, the Glasgow Railroad Bridge at Glasgow, Missouri. In 1876 he was awarded the American Centennial Exposition Prize for his bridge work. Retiring to Medford, Oregon, in 1910, Smith died there on March 4, 1916.
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Smoothbores

Firearms with unrifled barrels manufactured in both pistol and long-arm (musket) forms employed during the Civil War. Although they were technologically obsolete by 1861, smoothbore muskets were used by both sides throughout the war because equipping every soldier with the newer rifled firearms, which had both greater range and accuracy, proved to be impossible. Many of the older smoothbores used in the war had been converted from a flintlock to a percussion ignition mechanism.

As the name implies, the bore or inside diameter of the barrel of the musket or pistol was smooth, not rifled. The projectile fired from a musket was a spherical ball or round shot of .69 caliber, equivalent to a diameter of 0.69 inch, or 17.5 millimeters. Another type of smoothbore ammunition consisted of a .69-caliber buck-and-ball cartridge that consisted of a standard-sized ball and three buckshot. This increased the effective killing radius of the weapon by producing a shotgun effect.

All smoothbore muskets were muzzleloaders. This required that the ball be slightly smaller than the diameter of the barrel. Because of windage—the difference between the diameter of the barrel and that of the ball—the ball bounded down the barrel when the weapon was fired and might leave the muzzle at an angle. Smoothbores were therefore quite inaccurate at ranges of more than 50 yards but could still be effective in close-range fighting in woods and on many battlefields.

Confederate forces seized numerous federal arsenals, armories, and ordnance depots before the war began. Most of the 154,000 small arms captured were smoothbore weapons, and for the first two years of the war most Confederate infantry used smoothbores. It was not until after the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) that the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia was extensively equipped with rifles.

During the war, the most common smoothbore pistols were the Model 1836 (.54 caliber) and the Model 1842 percussion pistol (.54 caliber). The most commonly used smoothbore muskets were the Models 1816 and 1840 (.69 caliber) and the Model 1842 percussion musket (.69 caliber).

The great majority of artillery pieces—land and sea—used by both sides in the Civil War were also smoothbore weapons and were referred to as such.
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Smyth, Thomas Alfred

Birth Date: December 25, 1832

Death Date: April 9, 1865

Union officer. Thomas Alfred Smyth was born on December 25, 1832, in Ballyhooley, County Cork, Ireland, and immigrated to the United States in 1854. After participating in a filibustering expedition to Nicaragua led by William Walker in 1855, Smyth worked as a coach maker in Delaware. In 1861 Smyth recruited an infantry company that was part of the 24th Pennsylvania Regiment, an all-Irish outfit. After the regiment’s three-month enlistment period lapsed, he became major of the 1st Delaware Infantry.

Smyth saw duty in eastern Virginia and fought in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). After fighting at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Smyth was advanced to lieutenant colonel. On February 7, 1862, he became colonel of the 1st Delaware.

Smyth commanded his regiment at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and then at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where he commanded a brigade in II Corps, Army of the Potomac, and helped turn the tide of Pickett’s Charge on the third day of combat. Smith continued in a brigade command for the rest of 1863 and also took part in the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). He was conspicuous at the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864) and during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), occasionally heading a division. He was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on October 1, 1864.

During the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), Smyth commanded his II Corps brigade in the pursuit of General Robert E. Lee’s retreating army. Smyth was shot and mortally wounded by a Confederate sniper on April 7 near Farmville, Virginia. He died on April 9, 1865, the day of Lee’s surrender. Smyth was posthumously brevetted major general of volunteers.
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Snake Creek Gap, Georgia, Maneuvers around

Start Date: May 7, 1864

End Date: May 12, 1864

Military operations during the opening phase of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) in northwestern Georgia. On May 7, 1864, Union major general William T. Sherman began movements to gain the Confederate rear via Snake Creek Gap to force the Army of Tennessee from its fortified positions near Dalton, Georgia. These maneuvers marked the first stage of the Union attempt to capture Atlanta, some 90 miles south of Dalton. Sherman’s plan was to destroy the Western & Atlantic Railroad, the Confederate supply and communication link with Atlanta.

In February 1864, Union major general George Thomas had reconnoitered the Confederate positions around Dalton. He found the mountain range, known as Rocky Face Ridge, to be virtually impregnable but recommended that any Union movement in the area take place through one of the gaps in the range rather than along the fortified heights. Thomas chose Snake Creek Gap as the most viable option for a flanking march. It was located along Snake Creek some eight miles southwest of Dalton and is the southernmost gap in Rocky Face Ridge.

Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston, commander of the Army of Tennessee, correctly assumed that Sherman would not risk a full assault on Rocky Face Ridge. Johnston anticipated that Sherman would attempt to outflank him to the west toward Rome, Georgia, through Mill Gap but had neglected Snake Creek Gap, giving Sherman an open door to his rear. Sherman planned a diversionary assault near Rocky Face Ridge at Dug Gap, while he slipped the Army of the Tennessee through Snake Creek Gap toward the Oostanaula River and Resaca to destroy the rail link. At 4:00 p.m. on May 8, the diversionary attack at Dug Gap began. Johnston, believing that this was the expected assault, ordered Lieutenant General William J. Hardee’s corps into the fray. Fighting continued into the afternoon of May 9, by which time Major General James McPherson had begun to move the Union Army of the Tennessee through Snake Creek Gap toward the rail line at Resaca. The fighting at Dug Gap blinded the Confederate high command to these movements. Not until May 12 would Johnston order the corps under Hardee and Lieutenant General John Bell Hood to Resaca.
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Union troops engaging the Confederates at Snake Creek Gap, Georgia, during May 7–12, 1864, early in the Atlanta Campaign. (Library of Congress)

Moving through Snake Creek Gap on May 9, McPherson’s army was able to engage the isolated advance units of Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk’s corps west of Resaca. McPherson ordered skirmishers to find weaknesses in Polk’s line while Union artillery battered the mostly unprotected Confederates, but to Sherman’s regret McPherson failed to order a full assault. Much of the advantage gained by the Union advance through Snake Creek Gap was lost by McPherson’s hesitation. Nevertheless, McPherson’s presence in Snake Creek Gap rendered the carefully prepared position at Dalton untenable and compromised his position at Resaca as well. Johnston decided to abandon Resaca and withdraw south toward Cassville. In evacuating Dalton and Resaca, Johnston had abandoned almost half of the ground between Sherman’s army and Atlanta.
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Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade

Organization founded on May 22, 1787, in London, England, that helped to inform the American abolitionist movement. Anglican minister Thomas Clarkson and his friend Granville Sharp were the principal leaders of the Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade. Their goal in establishing the organization was the abolition of the slave trade in the British Empire, and their efforts to expose the cruelty of the slave trade had an enormous effect in turning public opinion in England against the trade and eventually against slavery itself.

While Clarkson and Sharp were Anglicans, the majority of the society’s membership consisted of Quakers. In the late 18th century, England’s Quakers were one of the few groups that openly denounced slavery. As a disenfranchised religious minority, the Quakers maintained a close-knit community across England, and the society relied on this network as a communication and support system.

The society’s role in spreading information on the slave trade relied heavily on Thomas Clarkson’s dedicated efforts. Clarkson traveled throughout England interviewing thousands of men who had been involved in the slave trade. He also gathered tools of the slave trade: chains, restraints, and implements of torture. Clarkson’s research was reflected in the 1787 pamphlet A Summary View of the Slave Trade and of the Probable Consequences of Its Abolition and many other later publications.

The society’s efforts led to a rapid change in public opinion. Towns throughout England founded their own anti–slave trade and antislavery groups, allying themselves with the society. More petitions were submitted to Parliament calling for the abolition of the slave trade than had been submitted on any single previous issue. And more than 300,000 Britons participated in a boycott of slave-grown sugar.

The society was also aided by influential members of England’s upper class. Clarkson and Sharp pressured politicians, merchants, and clergymen to support the movement through presentations on the cruelty of the slave trade, often involving the display of frightening shackles and thumbscrews that Clarkson had obtained. William Wilberforce, a politician and an Anglican Evangelical, soon became the society’s voice in Parliament.

Early attempts to press Parliament to abolish the slave trade were unsuccessful. However, growing evidence of the brutality of the slave trade brought new supporters to the movement. In 1807 Parliament passed the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act, which outlawed the slave trade in the British Empire. The Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade was then disbanded, and many of its members became advocates for the abolition of slavery itself.

Most of the society’s leaders had argued for the abolition of the slave trade, believing it to be a step of a gradual process in the abolition of slavery as a whole. By 1833, pressure from British abolitionists and slave revolts in the West Indies led Parliament to outlaw slavery in the British Empire. The accomplishments of the Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade were viewed with admiration by America’s fledgling abolitionist movement, which emulated many of the society’s methods in its campaigns.
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Society of the Army of the Potomac

Organization created in 1869 for Union veterans of the Army of the Potomac. Veterans of the X and XVIII Corps, Army of the James, were also invited to join the society. Perhaps the most famous of all Civil War armies, the Army of the Potomac was formed in August 1861 and existed for the duration of the conflict. Its chief opponent had been the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. Between 1865 and 1870 or so, a number of former Union armies formed their own veterans’ societies. The Society of the Army of the Potomac was officially founded on July 5, 1869, in New York City.

From the start, the organizers were determined to open membership to all who had served in the Army of the Potomac as well as X and XVIII Corps of the Army of the James, officers and enlisted men alike. The society was designed to promote camaraderie among veterans, help wounded veterans and their families, and perpetuate the memories of the many battles and campaigns waged between 1861 and 1865. The organization was hierarchical in structure, with an elected president and various vice presidents representing different army subcomponents, such as cavalry and artillery. A number of notable Army of the Potomac commanders served as president, including Joseph Hooker, Ambrose P. Burnside, and Philip Sheridan. Membership peaked during the late 1870s–mid-1880s but fell off as veterans died or became too infirm to remain active in the organization. By the early decades of the 20th century, the society had gradually dissolved.
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Soldiers’ Votes

Between 1861 and 1865, soldiers could cast votes in elections while in the field, a first in American history. A majority of Union states allowed their men in the field to vote, and a number of others encouraged soldiers to do so while on leave during elections. Most notably, Union soldiers participated in large numbers during the 1864 presidential election.

In the Confederacy, the states of Alabama, Georgia, Florida, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia allowed their soldiers to vote but only by proxy. Although Confederate president Jefferson Davis did not face reelection during the Civil War, Southern soldiers had their own opportunities to vote, participating in elections for state offices and the Confederate Congress.

Soldiers’ votes took three basic forms. Some soldiers were allowed to vote by proxy, sending their vote home to a trusted friend, who would cast the vote at an official balloting location. Other soldiers were given leave for the elections, returning home and casting their ballot in person. In some instances, official state election commissioners went to the camps, set up ballot boxes, and conducted the election in the field. These in-camp elections were usually aided by officers, who had a great influence on the process. This influence led to claims of fraud from both political parties, although these claims were fairly standard political tactics of the period and were not usually a specific concern about the military’s process. Criticism of soldier voting tended to come from Democrats, partly because of the strong support given by soldiers to President Abraham Lincoln. In states such as Illinois and Indiana, Democratic-controlled legislatures refused to allow soldier voting.

In the 1864 U.S. presidential election, soldiers from 11 Union states voted, contributing more than 150,000 votes, although votes from Kansas and Minnesota troops arrived too late to be counted. Soldiers heavily supported Lincoln’s reelection, voting nearly 80 percent for the president, a much higher rate than the national popular vote. This occurred in spite of the Democrats running popular former major general George B. McClellan on their ticket. It is unclear if the soldiers’ vote swung any states to Lincoln’s favor, but their heavy support of the president certainly solidified his strong showing nationally, demonstrating the Union’s resolve to end the war through military victory.
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Sons of Confederate Veterans

Confederate veterans’ and Southern heritage organization. The Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV) was formed in 1896 in Richmond, Virginia, by veterans of Confederate military service and their sons. The SCV was organized by the United Confederate Veterans (UCV) and was charged with assisting elderly members of the UCV as well as honoring the memory of the Confederacy. The SCV is the oldest hereditary organization for male descendants of Confederate military service. Membership is open to all male descendants of any veteran who served honorably in the Confederate armed forces, and the group maintains a genealogical staff to help applicants verify their ancestors’ Confederate service. There are local organizations called “Camps” as well as state organizations called “Divisions,” and these divisions are organized into three armies: Army of Northern Virginia, Army of Tennessee, and Army of Trans-Mississippi. The national organization, headquartered in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, since the 1950s, was moved to Columbia, Tennessee, in 1992. There were an estimated 32,000 members in the United States and abroad in 2012.

Accusations of racism have dogged the SCV throughout its history. During the 1950s and 1960s, the SCV was associated with racist organizations in opposing the Civil Rights Movement. In the 1980s the SCV modified its position and then in 1989 condemned the use of the Confederate battle flag by racist organizations. The SCV also discouraged its members from having memberships in racist organizations, and its constitution barred SCV members from political activity at SCV events. However, some members still have ties to racist organizations.

In 1994 a splinter group, the League of the South, was created to promote southern secession and became increasingly militant over the years, and some SCV members pushed for their organization to promote secession. The SCV subsequently banned all mention of secession among its ranks, and a battle soon occurred within the SCV over its direction and purpose. Conservative elements gained control in 1996 and began relaxing the ban on political activity. Since 2000, the SCV has been accused of being more politically active and has been associated with neo-Confederate groups. The SCV constitution defines the organization as nonpolitical, nonracial, and nonsectarian, however.

The organization’s official publication, the Confederate Veteran, is a bimonthly magazine that contains articles on the various camps of the SCV. The organization also maintains historical markers, performs Civil War reenactments, conducts research into historical controversies about the Confederacy, and promotes celebrations of the Confederacy.

At the same time, the SCV also generates controversy with its unabashed celebration of the Confederacy. Leaders of the group promote a warlike mentality not only with the militaristic structure and nomenclature of the SCV but also by portraying their cause as under attack by enemies who want to “rewrite” the history of the Civil War and portray the Confederacy in a negative light.
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Sons of Liberty

Secret Copperhead (Peace Democrat) society that was the successor organization of the Knights of the Golden Circle. The society attacked President Abraham Lincoln’s conduct of the war and sought reunion through peaceful means. In February 1864, the newly named and revamped organization elected Peace Democrat Clement L. Vallandigham, a former Ohio congressman, as its supreme commander. Attending various Democratic conventions throughout the North, Vallandigham attempted to rekindle peace negotiations between the Union and the Confederacy by denouncing the Civil War as an unnecessary conflict. Republicans dismissed his actions and argued that the Sons of Liberty represented a Confederate conspiracy.

In the summer of 1864, Union operatives uncovered a plot in which members of the Sons of Liberty residing in the Midwest were planning an insurrection, known as the Northwest Conspiracy, designed to detach their states from the Union. Once free, the states would negotiate a separate peace with the Confederacy.

To carry out this insurrection, the Sons of Liberty collaborated with Canadian-based Confederate agents led by Thomas H. Hines, who engaged in sabotage operations against the North. They attempted to capture USS Michigan, the sole U.S. Navy warship on the Great Lakes, and to liberate Confederate prisoners housed at Camp Douglas in Chicago and Johnson’s Island near Sandusky, Ohio. However, U.S. War Department operatives were able to infiltrate the organization’s membership. The operatives arrested some of the conspirators, warned officers of the Michigan about the scheme, and increased the number of soldier guards stationed at the prisoner-of-war camps.

Although the initial activities of the Sons of Liberty ended in failure, federal officials warned Northern governors to remain on the lookout for other potential plots. Believing that the Sons of Liberty was a powerful organization bent on committing treasonable actions, Union authorities sent out additional agents to uncover any possible plots linked with the group.

In July 1864, members of the society planned uprisings in Chicago and New York. Prior to the scheduled rebellions, Confederate soldiers arrived in the cities to assist the Sons of Liberty. Both insurrections proved unsuccessful because federal authorities and military leaders arrested hundreds and captured a cache of arms. By the end of 1864, the Sons of Liberty’s activities in the Midwest had collapsed because some members believed that they could advance their agenda through political means, chiefly by preventing Lincoln from winning reelection in the November elections. When that proved illusory, the Sons of Liberty essentially dissolved.
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Sooy Smith Expedition

Start Date: February 11, 1864

End Date: February 26, 1864

Union cavalry expedition into Mississippi led by Brigadier General William Sooy Smith that was intended to support the Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864). In February 1864 Union major general William T. Sherman set out from Vicksburg, Mississippi, with the goal of capturing the important rail juncture and Confederate supply depot of Meridian. From there Sherman hoped to launch an invasion of northern Alabama. To support his operation, Sherman ordered a cavalry force commanded by Smith to push southward from Memphis, Tennessee, and link up with his force at Meridian.

Contrary to Sherman’s orders, Smith decided to await reinforcements, thus delaying his expedition by 10 days. Once they left the Memphis area on February 11, Smith’s 7,000 troopers with 20 artillery pieces burned crops and destroyed portions of the Memphis & Ohio Railroad. Slaves from the region, sensing an opportunity to gain their freedom, flocked to Smith’s force. The Confederate cavalry commander in the region, Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest, was headquartered in Starkville, Mississippi, north of Meridian. Forrest’s command was widely dispersed, and he was able to muster only about 2,500 troopers to face Smith.

After skirmishing with portions of Forrest’s command, Smith decided to concentrate his forces at Prairie Station, roughly 90 miles north of Meridian. From there Smith moved to West Point, Mississippi, where he engaged part of Forrest’s command under the immediate command of Colonel Jeffrey Forrest, the general’s younger brother. Hoping to lure Smith deeper into the Mississippi marshland, Colonel Forrest ordered a gradual retreat. After an initial pursuit, Smith realized that he was being trapped and ordered a withdrawal. Major General Forrest then launched a pursuit of the retreating Federals. Forrest pursued and harassed Smith’s force for most of the day on February 21.

On the morning of February 22, Forrest launched a major attack against Smith’s command south of Okolona, Mississippi. Attacks and counterattacks continued throughout the day as Smith’s column continued its withdrawal. In the meantime, Jeffrey Forrest was killed leading a failed assault. Despite this setback, Major General Forrest rallied his men and personally led a charge that succeeded in breaking the Union lines. Smith made a few more unsuccessful stands before retreating back toward Memphis. Smith reported 700 casualties, although that figure may be low, while Forrest counted 144 losses.

The Sooy Smith Expedition was a Union defeat that angered Sherman, humiliated its commander, and eventually forced Smith to resign. Forrest had successfully prevented Smith’s cavalry force from linking up with Sherman’s command, thus depriving that Union general of an important resource during his Meridian Campaign.
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Sorrel, Gilbert Moxley

Birth Date: February 23, 1838

Death Date: August 10, 1901

Confederate officer. Gilbert Moxley Sorrel was born on February 23, 1838, in Savannah, Georgia. He attended Chatham Academy and was employed by the Central Railroad Bank as a clerk when the Civil War began in 1861. He received some military training in a militia unit known as the Georgia Hussars and performed two short tours of duty at Fort Pulaski and Skidaway Island, but the delay in acceptance of his unit into Confederate service led him to go to Virginia on his own. He arrived just in time for the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), during which he served as a volunteer aide to Brigadier General James Longstreet. Rewarded with a captain’s commission a few weeks later, Sorrel became Longstreet’s adjutant. As Longstreet rose in rank, so too did Sorrel, from captain to major in May 1862 and to lieutenant colonel in June 1863. Sorrel was present at every engagement fought by Longstreet’s I Corps and was twice wounded in action, but it was not until the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) that he commanded troops in battle. There Sorrel led three brigades in a flank attack that rolled up the left of the Union II Corps. These actions garnered praise from Longstreet as well as a recommendation for promotion to brigadier general.

Promoted on October 27, 1864, Sorrel assumed command of a brigade of Georgians of Major General William Mahone’s Division in III Corps. Sorrel was wounded in the leg near Petersburg and in the lung at the Battle of Hatcher’s Run (February 5–7, 1865). He was returning to his command when he received news of the surrender. Sorrell returned to Savannah after the war and was a successful businessman until his death on August 10, 1901, in Roanoke, Virginia.
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Soulé, Pierre

Birth Date: August 31, 1801

Death Date: March 26, 1870

Confederate operative. Pierre Soulé was born near Bordeaux, France, on August 31, 1801. After attending a Jesuit seminary in Toulouse and an academy in Bordeaux, he was sent into exile because of his pro-Republican activities. He then became a shepherd in the Pyrenees but was pardoned in 1818 and returned to school in Bordeaux. He subsequently studied law in Paris and practiced there. In 1825 he was arrested for writing politically subversive articles but managed to escape to England shortly thereafter. He then went to Haiti and finally to America, where he traveled extensively and mastered the English language.

Soulé eventually settled in New Orleans, where he practiced law and became involved in Democratic politics. He sat briefly in the Louisiana Senate before becoming a U.S. senator in January 1847, completing the unfinished term of a deceased senator. Soulé left office in March 1847. The next year he was elected to a full term in the U.S. Senate, serving from 1849 to 1854. There he ferociously defended states’ rights.

In 1854 Soulé resigned his Senate seat to become U.S. minister to Spain. An ardent expansionist, he had already made clear his belief that the United States should acquire Cuba from Spain as quickly as possible. Not surprisingly, his tenure in Spain was a stormy one, as the Spanish government had no intention of selling or handing over its rich Cuban colony to the United States. In 1854 Soulé wrote the Ostend Manifesto, which specifically enumerated why and how the United States should acquire Mexico. By the end of the year, he had resigned his post when it became clear that his views were not universally accepted.

Soulé returned to New Orleans and the practice of law. Although he did not initially back secession, when Louisiana left the Union and the Civil War began in April 1861, he strongly supported the Confederate war effort. In the winter of 1862, city officials appointed Soulé a provost marshal in charge of mobilizing civilians to defend their city from an anticipated Union attack. When New Orleans fell in April 1862, Soulé pleaded with Confederate officials not to attempt a recapture of the city, lest it be ruined and its civilians suffer even more hardship. At about the same time, Union occupation officials arrested Soulé on charges of treason and imprisoned him at New York’s Fort Lafayette.

Released in November 1862 because of alleged poor health, Soulé was supposed to remain in Boston; however, he promptly fled to the Bahamas and then made his way to Richmond, Virginia. There he lobbied Confederate officials for a military commission. He was eventually given an honorary brigadier general’s commission and spent the last months of the war as an aide to General Pierre G. T. Beauregard in Charleston, South Carolina.

After the war Soulé spent time in Cuba, where he plotted an abortive scheme to form a Southern colony in Mexico. He later returned to New Orleans, where he died on March 26, 1870.
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South, Union Department of the

Federal military administrative unit created on March 15, 1862, that initially encompassed South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. The first commander was Major General David Hunter, whose headquarters was on Hilton Head Island. In May 1862, Hunter created a stir when he unilaterally invoked martial law and declared all slaves in the department free. President Abraham Lincoln promptly repealed the order out of fear of alienating the border states. On August 8, western Florida was removed from the command.

Hunter was succeeded on September 5, 1862, by Brigadier General John Brannan, who was replaced by Major General Ormsby Mitchell on September 17. Meanwhile, a portion of southern Georgia was transferred to another department. Brannan again commanded the department from October 27 until January 20, 1863, when Hunter resumed command. In March 1863, the Dry Tortugas and Key West became part of the Department of the Gulf, while a portion of northern Georgia was annexed by the Department of the Cumberland.

On June 12, 1863, Brigadier Quincy Gillmore took command of the Department of the South. Gillmore presided over significant military action in and around Charleston, South Carolina. On May 1, 1864, Gillmore was succeeded in command by Brigadier General John Hatch, who led the department until May 26, at which time Major General John Foster took command. Foster commanded until February 9, 1865; he was succeeded in command by Gillmore. After the capture of Fort Fisher on January 15, 1865, North Carolina was added to the department for a period of two weeks. Gillmore remained in charge until June 28, 1865, at which time the Department of the South was subdivided into smaller constituent departments. Meanwhile, on May 17, 1865, Florida had been removed from Gillmore’s jurisdiction.
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South Atlantic Blockading Squadron

Union naval command. President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a naval blockade of the Confederacy on April 19, 1861. In June, the U.S. Navy activated two squadrons for the purpose of enforcing the blockade: the Atlantic Blockading Squadron and the Gulf Blockading Squadron. The Blockade Board (Strategy Board) soon recommended that each of these squadrons be divided, and in September the Atlantic Squadron was split. The South Atlantic Blockading Squadron was activated on October 29, 1861, when Captain Samuel F. Du Pont assumed command. It covered the Eastern Seaboard from Cape Fear, North Carolina, to Cape Canaveral, Florida. In addition to expanding the blockade and making it more effective as more warships were made available to him, Du Pont undertook several offensive measures against the Confederate coastline. He directed the successful Union expedition against Port Royal, South Carolina (November 5–7). On December 3, 1861, hulks and older ships loaded with rock were sunk to block access in channels to Savannah and Charleston. This Stone Fleet had little lasting effect, however.

The South Atlantic Blockading Squadron had more success in several amphibious operations. Union forces captured Fernandina Island, Florida, on March 4, 1862, and Fort Pulaski, between Tybee Island and Savannah, Georgia, on April 10. Despite these operations, blockade-runners managed to slip through the Union blockade, although this occurred with decreasing frequency as the war wore on. The largest haul for the Confederates came when the merchant steamer Fingal evaded capture and arrived in Savannah, Georgia, on November 12, 1861, with a substantial quantity of war matériel. Confederate officials then converted it into the ironclad Atlanta.

Du Pont, meanwhile, was preparing to move against Charleston. Toward that end, he demanded as many monitors as possible, and U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles and Assistant Secretary of the Navy Gustavus V. Fox, long strong proponents of an operation against the “Font of the Confederacy,” complied.

On January 31, 1863, the Confederates struck first when Captain Duncan N. Ingraham led the ironclads Palmetto State and Chicora in an attack on the wooden Union blockading warships off Charleston Harbor. The Confederates temporarily captured one Union warship and crippled another. Ingraham and Confederate commander in Charleston General P. G. T. Beauregard inaccurately proclaimed that the Union blockade had been broken under international law, but the U.S. Navy held that the sloop Housatonic had driven off the attackers. Du Pont then sent the powerful ironclad New Ironsides to Charleston. On June 17, 1863, the Atlanta sortied from Savannah and engaged the monitors Nahant and Weehawken but grounded and was captured.

Following repeated urging by Welles and Fox and less than satisfactory trials of the monitors against Fort McAllister, Georgia, Du Pont launched his long-anticipated attack on Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor on April 7, 1863. He had seven Passaic-class monitors, the New Ironsides, and the experimental double-towered ironclad Keokuk. The ships in the squadron received worse than they gave. The Keokuk subsequently succumbed to damage sustained in the exchange of fire, and most of the other ships involved suffered varying amounts of damage. Du Pont’s own oft-stated doubts about operations against Charleston without these being a joint army-navy enterprise led to his relief on June 4, 1863. Rear Admiral Andrew H. Foote was to replace him but died in New York City before he could take up his command. Secretary Welles reluctantly appointed Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren, President Lincoln’s choice, in his stead.

The Confederates made several efforts to break the blockade at Charleston. On the evening of October 5, 1863, the little torpedo boat David attacked and slightly damaged the New Ironsides. The Confederate submarine H. L. Hunley had more success. On February 17, 1864, it employed a spar torpedo to sink the screw sloop Housatonic but itself succumbed in the attack with the loss of its entire crew.

Dahlgren, meanwhile, was well aware of the risks involved and was reluctant to undertake any operation against Charleston that might endanger his reputation. He saw his primary mission as cooperation with the army and had approximately the same number of ironclads as had been available to Du Pont. Dahlgren worked with the army to seize Morris Island, but he continued to reject calls for an operation in Charleston Harbor by his ships alone.

Believing Fort Sumter to be partly evacuated, Dahlgren ordered a boat attack against it from Morris Island on the night of September 8–9, 1863. Alerted to the attack by a captured Union signal key, the Confederates were waiting and defeated the assault, inflicting heavy casualties on the attackers before covering Union warships could get in position. This failure ended Union offensive operations in Charleston Harbor.

During the advance of Union ground forces under Major General William T. Sherman from Savannah into South Carolina in 1865, the squadron assisted in operations on the Wando River (January 12, 1865). Charleston did not fall to the Union in February 1865. Dahlgren turned over the squadron to Rear Admiral William Radford on June 17, 1865, and then on July 25, 1865, the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron merged back with the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron to form the Atlantic Squadron.

Scholars, especially Robert Browning, have concluded that the fixation on Charleston was to the detriment of the overall blockading effort and Union military effort in the war. Failures in Union leadership thus prevented an earlier end to the war.
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South Carolina

Deep South state and the first of the Southern states to secede from the Union. South Carolina was soon followed by six other Deep South states, which formed the Confederate States of America on February 4, 1861. The Civil War began at Charleston, South Carolina, when Confederate forces there under Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard bombarded the Union garrison at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, forcing its surrender on April 13, 1861. This act led U.S. president Abraham Lincoln to call up 75,000 volunteers.

South Carolina encompasses 31,113 square miles of territory and is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean to the east, North Carolina to the north, and Georgia to the south and west. South Carolina is a varied state in terms of climate and topography. The state includes highlands and mountains (part of the Appalachian chain) in the northwest, predominantly clay and sandy flatlands in midstate, and low-lying sandy topography, punctuated by vast salt marshes and swamps, along the coastal plain. Extreme cold weather is uncommon throughout the state, although freezing temperatures and occasional snow and ice are not rare in the upper half of the state. Near and along the coast, especially from the city of Charleston south, the climate is subtropical, where freezing temperatures are not common and frozen precipitation is rare.

Slavery and states’ rights had always been an important issue in South Carolina. Indeed, the state had considered secession in the early 1830s over the question of high tariffs. While South Carolinians remained in the Union, less than 30 years later they again flirted with secession. One of the reasons why South Carolina looked to secession and ultimately left the Union was the dominance of agriculture in the state’s economy. That agricultural economy was heavily dependent upon slave labor. Because plantations and smaller-scale farming were the major means of subsistence in South Carolina, slavery was considered to be a critical linchpin in the state’s prosperity. According to the 1860 census, South Carolina had a total population of 703,708 people, of whom 402,406, or 57.2 percent, were slaves. The state was also home to more than 9,000 free blacks. Whites constituted only 41 percent of the population. Most of the population was centered in the Low Country region near the coast, or in the two major cities of Columbia (the capital) and Charleston.

The major crops produced in South Carolina were cotton, rice, indigo, and sugarcane. On the Sea Islands south of Charleston, the warm, moist climate allowed for the cultivation on long-staple (or Sea Island) cotton, which was among the most expensive and sought after in the world. Most of the state’s cotton was exported from Charleston to port cities in the North as well as to Europe. Great Britain, one of the world’s leading textile manufacturers, received almost 75 percent of its cotton from the United States, and the majority of this came from South Carolina.

Political power in the state was held by a small minority of rich plantation owners who often lived in Charleston or Beaufort and only spent a small amount of time on their plantations. Because of the large African American population, the small planter class was able to use the fear of potential slave revolts to gain the support of poor and middle-class whites who did not own slaves themselves. Indeed, most of the state’s whites did not own slaves. They often resented the planter class but nevertheless felt obliged to align themselves with upper-class whites.

Governor William H. Gist, a Democrat, led South Carolina out of the Union. Gist was known as a Fire-Eater, a term given to extremist proslavery and pro–states’ rights politicians who favored leaving the Union rather than compromising their lifestyle. After receiving assurances from the governors of Florida and Mississippi that those two states would follow South Carolina’s lead, Gist called for a convention that unanimously voted to make South Carolina an independent republic. While Gist called the convention, a new governor, Francis W. Pickens, was sworn into office before it could take place. Pickens’s politics were similar to those of Gist, and it was under Pickens’s administration that South Carolina entered the Confederacy.

Upon assuming office, Pickens called for the U.S. Army to abandon its forts within the state, including Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. When the commander of that fort refused, Pickens, in conjunction with Confederate president Jefferson Davis, authorized the bombardment of Fort Sumter, setting off the Civil War.

Early in the war in November 1861, Union forces took two Confederate forts in Port Royal Sound, providing an important base for subsequent Union coastal operations. Although major fighting did not come to South Carolina until 1865 during Major General William T. Sherman’s Carolinas Campaign (January–April 1865), Union soldiers did occupy the Sea Islands in and around Port Royal Sound in late 1861. From these bases they harassed ships delivering supplies to South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. The U.S. Navy instituted a blockade off Charleston and mounted a major naval assault under Rear Admiral Samuel Du Pont against Fort Sumter on April 7, 1863, which resulted in failure. Union troops tried unsuccessfully to take Battery Wagner protecting the harbor in July 1863. In mid-February 1865, Sherman’s army reached Columbia, having encountered no significant opposition. The city’s mayor surrendered the capital, but on February 17 a huge conflagration consumed much of the city. The cause of the fire is still unknown; some argue that retreating Confederates accidentally started it by setting goods on fire to keep them out of Union hands. Others claim that Union forces set the fire to punish the state for its role in sparking the Civil War. In any case, Charleston fell on February 21, and Union troops immediately raised the American flag over Fort Sumter for the first time since 1861.

During the war, South Carolina raised 33 infantry regiments for the Confederacy. The state also provided 7 cavalry regiments as well as 1 regiment and battalion of heavy artillery and 29 battalions of light artillery. Notable South Carolinians to serve the Confederacy included Richard Anderson, Matthew C. Butler, Nathan G. Evans, Wade Hampton, Joseph Kershaw, and Stephen D. Lee. A number of African Americans from the state fought for the North. The Union Army raised four colored regiments from South Carolina. In 1861, South Carolina had a white military-age population (ages 18–45) of 55,046, and during the war it lost more white men between the ages of 18–45 than any other Confederate state, 23 percent of its prewar white population. More than 130,000 South Carolinians served in the war. Known South Carolina dead in the war total 18,666, but the actual number who died may be as high as 23,000.
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South Carolina, Confederate Department of

Short-lived Confederate military administrative unit created on August 21, 1861, that encompassed all South Carolina. Commanded by Brigadier General Roswell S. Ripley and headquartered in Charleston, the Confederate Department of South Carolina included some 5,300 troops (state militia and regulars), although it was designed to operate with a contingent of 8,300 troops. During its short life span, however, the department was never able to muster that number of men.

The Confederate Department of South Carolina also contained several important defensive works, including Charleston’s Sullivan Island and fortifications along the northern and southern branches of the Edisto River as well as those on the Stono River. Other important coastal defenses included those at Georgetown and along Port Royal Sound (including Fort Walker). On November 5, 1861, the department ceased to exist when it became part of the Department of South Carolina and Georgia. Two days later on November 7, 1861, Union forces assaulted and seized the area of Port Royal Sound, including Hilton Head Island and Beaufort.
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South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit established on October 7, 1862, when the Department of South Carolina and Georgia was merged with the Department of Middle and Eastern Florida. Initially, the new Confederate Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida encompassed mostly the coastal regions of the three states, although it was later expanded to include territory farther west. General P. G. T. Beauregard was the first commander. When the unit was created, Beauregard was supposed to have at his disposal some 35,000 troops. Instead, he had only 15,000 troops, a number that he believed was woefully inadequate to protect Charleston (his headquarters) as well as Savannah and the long coastline of Florida. By January 1864, after receiving numerous reinforcements, his troop strength reached its zenith of 38,227.

On April 20, 1864, Beauregard was succeeded in command by Major General Samuel Jones; he commanded until October 5, 1864, when he was replaced by Lieutenant General William J. Hardee. In anticipation of the Union offensive against Savannah, Hardee moved his headquarters to Georgia. But by mid-November, Hardee had only 14,680 troops and 100 cannon to stop the Union juggernaut.

At the end of December 1864, Beauregard was placed in charge of the department west of Augusta, Georgia; Hardee retained command over the remainder of the department, mainly the coasts of Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. On February 25, 1865, the department was organized out of existence when General Joseph E. Johnston took command of an enlarged and combined area.
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South Carolina, Union Department of

Postbellum federal administrative unit created on June 27, 1865. One of 18 such departments created at that same time, the Union Department of South Carolina encompassed the entire state of South Carolina and was intended chiefly to supervise immediate postwar occupation and early Reconstruction efforts. The department was headquartered on Hilton Head Island, just north of the Georgia–South Carolina border, and was commanded by Major General Quincy A. Gillmore, who took charge on July 18. The Department of South Carolina was part of the much larger Military Division of the Atlantic, which covered the Eastern Seaboard from Maine to South Carolina.

On November 18, 1865, Gillmore was succeeded in command by Major General Daniel E. Sickles, who relocated the department’s headquarters to Charleston. On May 19, 1866, the Department of South Carolina ceased to exist as a separate entity when it was absorbed by the Department of the Carolinas. Sickles took command of the new department, with headquarters remaining in Charleston.
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South Carolina and Georgia, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit established on November 5, 1861, amid the Union assault on Port Royal Sound and Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, that resulted in their capture on November 7. The Confederate Department of South Carolina and Georgia encompassed the coastal areas of South Carolina and Georgia as well as Florida’s eastern coast. General Robert E. Lee was placed in command so that he could concentrate Confederate forces along the Southeast coast. With the fall of the area around Port Royal Sound and Hilton Head Island, Confederate leaders were fearful that Charleston and Savannah might meet a similar fate. The department consisted of six military districts and was headquartered in Charleston.

On March 6, 1862, Lee was succeeded in command by Major General John C. Pemberton. Most of Pemberton’s forces had been massed at Charleston and Savannah. Pemberton also bolstered the seaward and landward defenses of those cities.

Pemberton was succeeded in command on August 29, 1862, by General P. G. T. Beauregard. On October 7, 1862, the department was reorganized as the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, which included the Department of Middle and East Florida. Beauregard commanded the new department.
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Southern Bivouac

Civil War veterans’ magazine. In February 1879, a group of former Confederate officers created the Kentucky Chapter of the Southern Historical Society. The Southern Historical Society’s chief purpose was to chronicle Southern viewpoints on historical events, primarily the Civil War. The Kentucky Chapter met monthly, sponsoring speeches from prominent members and compatriots. There was soon such an outpouring of material that it became impossible to present all of it in a meeting forum. In 1882, it was decided that the material should be published, in magazine form, so that the information could more easily be distributed to the masses.

Southern Bivouac was first published in Louisville in September 1882. The magazine published articles and poems from Civil War veterans, devoting most of its attention to people and events in the western theater of the war. Among its best features was the fact that it did not advance the sectional hatred prevalent in many other periodicals and tried to present a more conciliatory tone. In fact, many of its articles were written by Union Army veterans. Nevertheless, the magazine still did its best to praise Southern valor and uphold the correctness of the Confederate cause.

By January 1885, however, Southern Bivouac was in financial distress. The publisher B. F. Avery and Sons purchased the magazine in May 1885, giving operational control to Basil Duke and Richard W. Knott, editor of Home and Farm. Under Avery’s management, Southern Bivouac branched out to include Southern literature in addition to Civil War history. Subscriptions increased to around 7,500 but were still far short of the number needed to make the magazine a financial success. Although subscriptions reached 15,000 in 1887, the May issue that year was the last to appear. The magazine was sold to the Century Company, and many of the articles were used in compiling the four-volume history of the war titled Battles and Leaders of the Civil War.
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Southern Historical Society Papers

Historical periodical. Considered by many historians to be an indispensable primary resource for the study of the Confederate States of America, the Southern Historical Society Papers (SHSP) was the official publication of the Southern Historical Society, headquartered in Richmond, Virginia. The society was founded in 1870 to preserve the memory of the Confederacy for future historians. The SHSP began publication in 1876 as a monthly magazine. Denied access to captured Confederate records held in Washington, D.C., and alarmed over U.S. government plans to publish the Official Records, the Southern Historical Society called for loans of original manuscripts to publish in its new magazine. The response was overwhelming, resulting in the publication of myriad battle reports, maps, troop rosters, official government correspondence, wartime speeches, memoirs, diaries, and other related documents. The costs of publishing the material were covered by annual membership dues to the Southern Historical Society and individual and corporate donations.

The SHSP was issued monthly until 1890, when it became an annual publication. By the 1920s, however, as its editors and contributors grew older, retired, or died, the SHSP was published irregularly. The last published volume (52) was finally released in 1959. Highlights of the SHSP include a thorough discussion of the reasons for the Confederate defeat at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) in the issues of the 1870s and 1880s; a roster of the men who surrendered at Appomattox on April 9, 1865 (Volume 15, 1887); and the complete journals of the Confederate Congress (Volumes 44–52, 1923–1959).
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Southern Illustrated News

Confederate weekly newspaper. To fill the void left by the unavailability of Harper’s Weekly and Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Weekly in the Confederacy during the Civil War, in September 1862 a small group of journalists and illustrators in Richmond, Virginia, established the Southern Illustrated News. Published weekly from September 13, 1862, to March 25, 1865, by E. W. Ayers and W. H. Wade in the office of Ayers’s father’s tobacco agency in Richmond, the newspaper had more than 20,000 subscribers at its peak. The Southern Illustrated News provided its readers with current news, literary novelties, historical legends, biographical sketches, and a few advertisements.

For more than two years, the Southern Illustrated News usually overcame paper and ink shortages, transportation and communication difficulties, and the lack of skilled engravers to produce an eight-page paper, modeled on Harper’s Weekly. By 1864, however, it had become increasingly difficult to publish the newspaper. The lack of skilled engravers meant that the cover illustrations and political cartoons were crudely done. The lack of ink meant that some of the later editions were most likely printed with shoe polish. In addition, the inability to procure quality paper limited the number of copies printed. Because of these and other problems, several issues were skipped, and no copies of the newspaper from 1865 currently exist. Perhaps most problematic was the prevalence of typographical mistakes, factual errors, and erroneous news coverage. For example, the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) was initially reported as a Confederate victory. Regardless, the reporting of war news by the Southern Illustrated News makes the newspaper a valuable source for scholars studying the Confederate press during the Civil War.
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Southern Literary Messenger

Civil War–era magazine published in Richmond, Virginia. First appearing in August 1834, The Southern Literary Messenger was considered a principal cultural voice of the South before and during the Civil War, until it ceased publication in 1864. However, its editorial tenor was often inconsistent, changing focus and tone with its numerous owners and editors.

The writer Edgar Allen Poe was an early contributor, receiving many accolades for his contributions, the first being “Bernice,” a short story published in April 1835. Poe also assisted in editing the magazine while still serving as a contributor, and in December 1835 he became its third editor, remaining in the post until January 1837. He continued to contribute stories until his death in 1849.

In its early years the magazine was politically neutral, striving for a literary focus. From 1843 to 1847, the emphasis was on Southern history. From 1848 to 1860, the magazine’s emphasis was restored to literary subjects, but as debates over slavery and sectionalism intensified and subscriptions decreased, threatening bankruptcy, a proslavery but otherwise Unionist position was adopted in hopes of increasing Southern readership.

After May 1860, a new editor, George W. Bagby, who favored secession, made the magazine a political voice, declaring its support for the Southern Confederacy in December 1860. His outspoken political positions and antagonistic attitudes cost the magazine most of its Northern readers and many readers in the South as well, forcing several price increases. Sold in late 1863, the Southern Literary Messenger ceased publication in June 1864.
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Southern Manifesto

Proclamation of Southern solidarity signed by 6 U.S. senators and 23 U.S. representatives in Congress on December 14, 1860, at the beginning of the secession crisis. The Southern Manifesto was a Southern response to the election of Abraham Lincoln to the presidency the month prior. It was drafted by Senators James L. Pugh (Alabama) and Louis T. Wigfall (Texas).

The manifesto essentially put the nation on warning that an independent Southern confederacy would soon be forming because Northern leaders had failed to grant the Southern states adequate guarantees that their rights would be respected and protected. This included the right to own slaves. Once the manifesto was made public, a large number of Southern moderates came to the conclusion that further efforts to seek compromise with the North would not prevent secession. Six days later South Carolina became the first state to vote for secession, beginning the secession movement that would encompass most Southern states by the spring of 1861.
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Southern Nationalism

Phenomenon that emerged in the American South early in the 19th century that embodied a strong sense among Southerners of cultural and socioeconomic distinctiveness. This mind-set often included the idea that the South was culturally and socially superior to the rest of the nation, particularly the more industrialized northeastern states. Southern nationalists began to view themselves as the true heirs of the values of the American Revolution, which they believed stood for individualism, states’ rights, and limited government. This feeling of distinctiveness fueled the growing secessionist movement as the sectional schism over slavery deepened during the mid-19th century and ultimately led to the 1861 creation of the Confederate States of America, a nation based on the dominance of a white male upper-class dependency on slavery.

The sources of this sense of Southern distinctiveness were rooted in the differences in economic development between North and South and the presence of black slavery. With territorial expansion westward and the steady growth of manufacturing in the North, Southerners increasingly found themselves in the minority on issues such as tariffs and slavery. Many Southerners fell back on states’ rights as a protective device to support the status quo. As sectional differences over slavery intensified, states’ rights advocates, led by prominent Southern planters and professionals such as Edmund Ruffin and William Lowndes Yancey, became more strident in their nationalistic beliefs and increasingly embraced Southern nationhood and independence from the United States.

Southern nationalism rested on a belief in the South’s economic and social superiority. In this ideal society, upper-class men governed benevolently. Southern nationalists viewed the industrial expansion and the growth of free labor in the North as a threat to a way of life that they held sacred. Moreover, Southerners held to an antiquated notion of honor that permitted the use of violence in case of affronts to one’s personal honor or that of his family, state, or class.

At the same time, Southern nationalists viewed so-called Yankees as people out to gain power and wealth at the expense of the South. On the eve of secession, concerns over the future of slavery and the preservation of the Southern culture strengthened Southern nationalists’ drive to leave the Union.

Although a minority in terms of numbers, secessionists eventually took 11 slave states out of the Union due chiefly to their determination, cohesiveness, and political and economic dominance. However, broad segments of Southern society never embraced the Southern nation. Small farmers, shopkeepers, and the like who owned no slaves simply had little in common with the planter class. The strains brought on by the Civil War generated widespread dissent and resistance, particularly among lower-class women, nonslaveholding farmers and industrial workers, and the slaves themselves. The eventual collapse of the Confederacy owed much to the failure of Southern nationalism to take root among these groups.
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Southern Unionists

Southerners who opposed secession and remained loyal to the United States. A significant portion of the Southern white population remained reluctant to answer the secessionists’ clarion call after the 1860 presidential election. Far from being a secessionist monolith, Southern society in fact contained a number of considerable political, social, and economic fissures that were widened by the Civil War.

Nonslaveholding whites formed the core of Southern Unionism. They were typically small farmers and shopkeepers and those living in areas outside of the Cotton Belt, in areas such as the Appalachian regions of western Virginia and North Carolina, eastern Tennessee, and northern Alabama. Pockets of Unionism could also be found in the Pine Barrens of Georgia and the Ozark Plateau region of northwestern Arkansas.

Although their reasons for remaining loyal to the Union spanned a broad spectrum of beliefs and ideologies, Southern Unionists frequently represented citizens’ vehement opposition to the Confederate government rather than enthusiastic support for the federal government. These dissenters, often derogatorily referred to as “tories” or “homemade Yankees,” endured the wrath of their secessionist neighbors that devolved into widespread violence within Southern communities and lingered long after the war’s end. Additionally, of course, the South’s slaves eagerly supported the federal government as a means to attain freedom.

President Abraham Lincoln believed that secessionists had stifled Southern loyalists during the secession crisis, and the Unionist victories in the upper South beginning with Tennessee in February 1861 seemingly confirmed this opinion. Despite the outbreak of hostilities, Lincoln remained convinced that Southern Unionism would quickly reassert itself in the presence of Union troops and serve as a base to reestablish federal authority in occupied areas. Guerrilla attacks and the evolution of a hard-war policy in the occupied South, however, muted any Southern Unionist resurgence. Yet, Southern anti-Confederate sentiment exploded in 1862 with Richmond’s new conscription and confiscation policies, resulting in widespread desertions from the army, civilian riots, and the election of many antisecession legislators to the Second Confederate Congress.

Lincoln’s largely conciliatory policies concerning the South’s restoration, including Tennessee’s exclusion from the 1863 Emancipation Proclamation and his selection of Tennessee’s Democrat and Unionist senator Andrew Johnson as his vice presidential running mate in 1864, were all calculated measures to encourage Southern Unionism and exploit the Confederacy’s internal divisions.

During the war, approximately 100,000 white Southerners joined federal military units or raised Unionist regiments within their states. More than 200,000 black freedmen also flocked to Union lines and bolstered Union ranks. Their absence from the Confederate workforce further undermined the Southern war effort. Most white Southern Unionist troops performed antiguerrilla sweeps in their communities, while black Southerners were largely relegated to garrison or rear-area operations.
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Southern Virginia, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administration unit formally established on April 1, 1863. On that date, three departments were created from the existing Confederate Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia: the Department of Southern Virginia, the Department of Richmond, and the Department of North Carolina. The area was split into three parts to enable Confederate officials to better manage military affairs.

The Department of Southern Virginia encompassed an area south of the James River to the Virginia–North Carolina state line and east of Powhatan County. The first—and only—commander was Major General Samuel G. French. On May 28, 1863, the department became a part of the new Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia, which now also incorporated Petersburg, Virginia. Major General Daniel H. Hill took command.
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South Mountain, Battle of

Event Date: September 14, 1862

Engagement during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862). The Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), known in some early Confederate accounts as the Battle of Boonsboro Gap, was considered a rearguard action on the part of Confederate general Robert E. Lee to delay Union forces at the passes in the Blue Ridge Mountains of western Maryland while he secured his supply lines through the Shenandoah Valley and consolidated his Army of Northern Virginia to fight Major General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac at a place of Lee’s choosing.

On September 9 Lee divided his army, sending Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s command to capture Harpers Ferry, Virginia, while divisions under Major Generals James Longstreet and Daniel Harvey Hill proceeded to Hagerstown, Maryland. Securing a copy of Lee’s entire plan of operations, McClellan belatedly sent one corps to intercept the Harpers Ferry operation in the vicinity of Crampton’s Gap, while the rest of his army marched on the National Road toward Turner’s Gap.

On the evening of September 13, Confederate cavalry reported the Union advance. Hill ordered one brigade under Brigadier General Alfred Colquitt to block the pass and positioned Brigadier General Samuel Garland’s brigade in support. On the morning of September 14, Hill observed from the summit the encampment of a Union corps. He repositioned Garland’s brigade one mile south at Fox’s Gap, called his other three brigades back to Turner’s Gap, and requested support from Longstreet.

Action began at Fox’s Gap at 9:00 a.m. as the Kanawha Division of Union major general Jesse Reno’s IX Corps attacked Garland’s position. Garland fell mortally wounded, and his troops gave way until bolstered by the remaining brigades of Hill’s division and reinforcements from Longstreet. After a midday lull Reno attacked again, but he too was killed in action. Hill and Longstreet continued to reinforce the position, but by dusk IX Corps had gained the summit of Fox’s Gap.

The Turner’s Gap fight began in the afternoon, when Union brigadier general John Gibbon’s Iron Brigade attacked Colquitt’s entrenched troops. Major General Joseph Hooker’s I Corps attacked north of the gap in order to flank Hill’s position. One of Hill’s brigade commanders, Brigadier General Robert Rodes, repositioned his men to stop Hooker’s advance, while two of Longstreet’s brigades moved up to assist Rodes and Colquitt. The combined Confederate forces delayed Hooker from reaching the summit of South Mountain before nightfall. Union forces suffered 1,813 casualties; the Confederates suffered 2,685.

Overnight, Hill and Longstreet withdrew their divisions from the mountain and passed west through Boonsboro, Maryland, toward Sharpsburg and the Potomac River. Given Jackson’s success at Harpers Ferry and McClellan’s slow pursuit, Lee decided to make his stand on the high ground north of Sharpsburg, resulting in the Battle of Antietam on September 17.
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The Battle of South Mountain, Maryland, September 14, 1862, fought during the September 4–20 Antietam Campaign. (Library of Congress)
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Southwest, Confederate Department of the

Confederate military administrative unit created on December 23, 1863. Commanded by Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk, the Confederate Department of the Southwest encompassed the former Confederate Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana as well as the Department of Alabama and East Mississippi and was an alternate designation for the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, used during Polk’s tenure. The Department of the Southwest included most of Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana east of the Mississippi River, including those areas already occupied by Union troops. During late 1863 and early 1864, Polk led troops against Union operations launched in Mississippi by Major General William T. Sherman.

The Department of the Southwest ceased to exist as of May 9, 1864, when it became the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. At that time, Polk and most of the troops from the department went to Georgia, where they would participate in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864).
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Southwest, Union Army of the

Short-lived field force. Also referred to as the Army of Southwest Missouri, the Union Army of the Southwest was a Union command operating in the Trans-Mississippi theater. The army was constituted on December 25, 1861, and was first commanded by Brigadier General Samuel R. Curtis. The Army of the Southwest operated as the primary field force of the Union Military District of Southwest Missouri for most of 1862. Curtis remained in command until August 1862. He was succeeded by Brigadier Generals Frederick Steele (August 29–October 7, 1862) and Eugene Carr (October 8–November 12, 1862).

Although designated an army, the Army of the Southwest never numbered more than 11,000 men, drawn mainly from Missouri. About half the soldiers were German immigrants from St. Louis and eastern Missouri. The army consisted of three divisions, commanded by Brigadier Generals Franz Sigel and Alexander Asboth and Colonel Jefferson C. Davis. In addition, Curtis later organized an additional division under the command of Carr.

The Army of the Southwest was actively engaged in the pursuit of Confederate forces under Major Generals Sterling Price and Earl Van Dorn. The largest engagement it fought was the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862). The Union’s success at Pea Ridge all but ended the Confederate threat to Missouri. After Pea Ridge, the Army of the Southwest fell victim to Union priorities in other theaters, and most of its units were sent to support the Union Army of the Tennessee. By November 1862, the Army of the Southwest was a small disorganized force existing as an army in name only.
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Southwestern Army, Confederate

Confederate military force created on December 23, 1863. The Department of the Southwest and the Southwestern Army were under the command of Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk. Initially the army was quite small, consisting of just two infantry divisions, under Major Generals Samuel G. French and William W. Loring, and two cavalry outfits, commanded by Major Generals Nathan B. Forrest and Stephen D. Lee.

Polk’s command had two principal goals: to protect Mobile, Alabama, from Union attack and to oppose and harass Union major general William T. Sherman’s forces in northern Mississippi. Polk accomplished both with considerable success, significantly augmenting Mobile’s defenses and inflicting considerable damage on Sherman’s army.

Polk and his army, now numbering some 14,000 men, were sent to Atlanta on May 1, 1864, to aid in that city’s defense. The department was renamed the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana on May 9, 1865, and passed under the command of Major General Stephen D. Lee.
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Southwestern Virginia, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit established on May 8, 1862. The Confederate Department of Southwestern Virginia encompassed the southwestern corner of Virginia to the Kentucky border, or as far west as combat operations permitted. The department also had several other names and configurations, including the Trans-Allegheny Department, the Department of Western Virginia, the Department of Southwestern Virginia and East Tennessee, and the Department of Western Virginia and East Tennessee. The Army of Southwest Virginia was the military arm of the department.

Major General William W. Loring commanded the department from May 8 to October 16, 1862; he was succeeded by Brigadier General John Echols (October 16–November 10). Brigadier General John S. Williams commanded during November 10–25; he was succeeded in command by Brigadier General Samuel Jones, who commanded from November 25, 1862, to February 25, 1864. Major General John C. Breckinridge succeeded Jones in command (March 5–July 22, 1864). Brigadier General John H. Morgan commanded the department from July 22 until his death on September 4, 1864. General Breckinridge now reassumed command and led the department. On February 25, 1865, the department became a subset of the Confederate Valley District.
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Spanish Fort, Battle of
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Sparrow, Edward

Birth Date: December 29, 1810

Death Date: July 4, 1882

Confederate politician. Edward Sparrow was born on December 29, 1810, in Dublin, Ireland, but immigrated with his parents to the United States when he was quite young. The family settled in Columbus, Ohio, and Sparrow attended Kenyon College before studying law. He practiced for a short time in Ohio before moving to Louisiana. There he became a very successful attorney, and by the mid-1850s he owned a sprawling plantation in Carroll Parish, Louisiana. By 1860, he had become one of the wealthiest planters in the state.

Sparrow was a delegate to the 1861 Louisiana Secession Convention, where he urged immediate secession. He was then a representative in the Provisional Confederate Congress (1861–1862), where he helped draft the Confederate Constitution and sat on the important Military Affairs Committee. In the autumn of 1861 he was elected to the Confederate Senate, where he would remain until 1865. He chaired the Military Affairs Committee and pressed for centralization of the Confederate Army. He also often stated his opinion that the Confederate Congress should play a more central role in military decision making. As the war dragged on, Sparrow became critical of some of President Jefferson Davis’s selections for high military commands. On several occasions, Sparrow disparaged General Braxton Bragg’s operations and sought a larger role for General P. G. T. Beauregard, a close personal friend.

As 1865 dawned and the Confederacy’s chances of prevailing in the war grew ever more remote, Sparrow believed that only the harshest of measures could reverse that trend. Indeed, he believed that the central government in Richmond should consolidate all of its resources, even if this meant endowing President Davis with dictatorial powers. Sparrow also urged the Confederate government to procure supplies by any means necessary, including the confiscation of private property. By 1865, however, it was too late to implement such drastic measures.

Postbellum, Sparrow returned to his plantation and practiced law. He died on July 4, 1882, in Carroll Parish, Louisiana.
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Spar Torpedo

Explosive device placed at the end of a long pole or spar. During the Civil War, mines were known as torpedoes, for the electric ray fish that shocked its prey. The Confederacy used large numbers of torpedoes against Union warships in rivers and off its ports and also employed torpedoes offensively. Confederate general P. G. T. Beauregard, commanding at Charleston, advocated construction of small vessels mounting a spar torpedo in the bow to attack blockading warships. Such craft were designed to operate very low in the water. Encouraged by Beauregard, Confederate Army captain Francis D. Lee carried out a number of experiments and supervised construction of a torpedo boat, the Torch. Some 150 feet in length, it was launched in July 1863.

The Confederates regarded the New Ironsides as the principal threat of the Union blockaders. The Torch made an attempt to sink it. Shortly after midnight on August 21, 1863, a crew of 12 men sortied in the Torch, now armed with an unusual triple spar torpedo, with each warhead weighing 100 pounds. The New Ironsides was then at anchor, swinging with the tide, and this movement and the Torch’s poor engine prevented it from striking the Union ship broadsides.

The Confederates also built much smaller vessels, 48.5 feet long, known for the prototype as the David class. A half dozen others of this design were laid down, but only a few were actually completed. Operating low in the water, the David-class vessels resembled a submarine but were in fact strictly surface vessels propelled by a steam engine. The vessels took in water as ballast to run on the surface awash, but the open hatch, necessary to provide air for the steam engine, invited disaster through swamping. With a crew of four, the David-class vessels mounted a spar torpedo containing 60 pounds of powder.
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A diagram showing the design of the torpedo (naval mine) attached to the spar of the Confederate submarine H. L. Hunley. (AP Photo/Bruce Smith)

On the night of October 5, 1863, the David, commanded by Lieutenant William T. Glassell, set out. It got to within 50 yards of the New Ironsides before it was discovered. The crew of the David managed to place their mine, which exploded. Although damaged, the New Ironsides was soon repaired and back in service. Although the David escaped, Glassell and another member of the crew were captured. The Confederates carried out other such attempts against Union ships at Charleston but without success. Union crews took precautions, including posting picket boats, antitorpedo netting, and boat howitzers kept loaded with canister.

The Union side also employed spar torpedoes. On October 18, 1864, Lieutenant William T. Cushing and 14 volunteers used a spar torpedo mounted at the bow of a small steam launch to sink the Confederate ironclad ram Albemarle at Plymouth, North Carolina.
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Spaulding, Elbridge Gerry

Birth Date: February 24, 1809

Death Date: May 5, 1897

U.S. congressman and chief proponent of the 1862 Legal Tender Act. Elbridge Gerry Spaulding was born on February 24, 1809, in Cayuga County, New York. After studying law, he was admitted to the bar in 1836 and established a practice in Buffalo, New York. He also entered the banking business and was elected mayor of Buffalo in 1847. The following year he served as a New York state assemblyman, and he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1848 as a Whig, serving from 1849 to 1851. From 1854 to 1855, Spaulding was the treasurer of New York State.

During the 1850s, Spaulding amassed a small fortune through his banking and legal ventures, and in 1858 he was elected as a Republican to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he would remain until 1863. A member of the important Ways and Means Committee, Spaulding was soon tasked with helping the U.S. government fund rapidly accelerating war spending, which was having a deleterious effect on the nation’s credit and currency. In early 1862 he introduced a bill in the House that recommended making paper currency, not backed by gold or silver, legal tender, except for duties on imports and interest on the public debt. The U.S. Constitution did not specifically authorize the government to issue paper currency, but U.S. attorney general Edward Bates nevertheless approved the measure.

Spaulding’s plan created a great deal of controversy in the House and even divided the Ways and Means Committee itself. After considerable debate, Congress passed the first Legal Tender Act on February 25, 1862, authorizing the printing of $150 million in unbacked treasury notes. Printed on only one side in green ink, they soon became known as greenbacks. Spaulding did not stand for reelection in 1862 and left Congress in March 1863.

Spaulding returned to Buffalo and resumed his lucrative banking and legal careers. He was also engaged in a number of charitable endeavors. Spaulding died on May 5, 1897, in Buffalo.
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Speed, James

Birth Date: March 11, 1812

Death Date: June 25, 1887

U.S. attorney general. James Speed was born in Jefferson County, Kentucky, to a well-to-do family on March 11, 1812. His brother, Joshua, became one of President Abraham Lincoln’s closest friends. After studying at St. Joseph’s College and Transylvania University, James Speed passed the bar in 1833 and commenced a practice in Louisville. Contrary to his brother, he held a strong aversion to slavery. Speed sat for one term in the commonwealth legislature beginning in 1847, and prior to the Civil War he spoke out passionately against secession while urging Kentuckians to remain neutral if civil war came.

When the Civil War began in 1861, Speed unabashedly supported the Union war effort, casting aside his former neutrality. He took a seat in the Kentucky Senate that same year and coordinated with his brother Joshua secret arms transfers to the state’s pro-Union sympathizers. James Speed heartily embraced the Emancipation Proclamation and authored a bill that authorized the confiscation of Confederate property in his state, to include slaves. When his term expired in July 1863, he became a special adviser to Lincoln on matters relating to Kentucky.

In late November 1864, Lincoln appointed Speed U.S. attorney general; he took office on December 2, 1864. Speed championed the president’s policies of moderation toward the Southern states, but after Lincoln was assassinated in April 1865, Speed came to embrace the Radical Republicans’ more punitive policies toward the South. He also urged the immediate extension of suffrage to African Americans. Speed resigned his post on July 17, 1866, because he had come to oppose some of President Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction policies.

Upon his return to Louisville, Speed resumed his legal practice and remained actively engaged in his state’s Republican politics. He also taught law for a time at Louisville University. Speed died on June 25, 1887, in Louisville.
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Speed, Joshua Fry

Birth Date: November 4, 1814

Death Date: May 29, 1882

Close friend and confidant of President Abraham Lincoln. Born in Louisville, Kentucky, on November 14, 1814, Joshua Speed is regarded by many historians as Lincoln’s most intimate friend. The scion of a well-to-do family, Speed grew up on a Kentucky plantation before leaving for Illinois at age 18. Settling in Springfield, he became a partner in a local general store. In April 1837, 28-year-old Abraham Lincoln arrived in Springfield with all of his possessions loaded in two saddlebags. After confessing to Speed that he did not have the $17 necessary to purchase a mattress, sheets, and a pillow, Speed offered to let Lincoln share his double bed, a common arrangement at the time, in the store’s loft. Lincoln lived there for the next three years.

In 1841 Speed left Springfield to return to Kentucky to try his hand at farming. The Lincoln-Speed correspondence that began at this time has provided historians with perhaps the deepest insight into the future president’s personality. A number of these letters addressed Lincoln’s concerns and doubts about his relationship with Mary Todd and detailed his reasons for initially breaking off their engagement. Speed’s subsequent advice encouraged Lincoln to resume the engagement and marry Todd, which he did in 1842.

Speed’s return to Kentucky also initiated a gradual division in the political views between the two men. Speed, the son of slaveholders, believed firmly that the federal government had to protect slavery. In 1851 Speed moved to Louisville and became successful in the real estate business. Both Speed and his brother, James, became active in Kentucky politics. Despite remaining at odds with Lincoln regarding slavery, proclaiming that he was “much distressed” and “could not eat or sleep” after the announcement of the 1862 Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, Speed remained an ardent Unionist during the Civil War and even aided in the smuggling of arms to Union forces in Kentucky. Lincoln used Speed and his brother as liaisons and as advisers on wartime issues relating to Kentucky. Speed died in Louisville, Kentucky, on May 29, 1882.
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Spencer Repeating Rifle and Carbine

Among the first widely issued repeating rifles. Designed by Christopher M. Spencer and patented by him on March 6, 1860, the Spencer repeating rifle was a manually operated lever-action repeating rifle. It had a tube magazine in the wooden stock, which held seven copper cartridges and was easily removed for loading. As with the later Winchester rifle, the trigger guard was the actuating mechanism on the Spencer rifle. Once the cartridge in the chamber had been fired, the operator pulled down on the trigger guard, which both rotated the breechblock and at the same time extracted the spent cartridge case, ejecting the latter when the trigger guard reached the terminus of its travel.

When the trigger guard was at its lowest position, the breechblock engaged with the rear of a cartridge in the magazine. The action of pulling the trigger guard back up to its original position seated the cartridge case in the breech of the rifle. The hammer needed to be cocked manually for every shot, but apart from this, all the user had to do was aim and fire.

The rifle weighed 10 pounds and was 47 inches in length with a barrel length of 22 inches. The cavalry version was shorter, with an overall length of 39 inches, and weighed 8.25 pounds. It had a 20-inch barrel. Both were of .52-caliber and used rimfire cartridges. The bullet was 285 grains, and the powder charge was 48 grains.

Conservatism in the Ordnance Department, headed by Colonel James W. Ripley (“Ripley Van Winkle” as he was known to his detractors), delayed adoption of the Spencer rifle by the military. However, Spencer was eventually able to gain an audience with President Abraham Lincoln, who subsequently invited him to demonstrate the weapon. Much impressed, Lincoln ordered that it be placed in production. The Spencer rifle was first adopted by the Union Navy and then was ordered by the Union Army. It did not reach the army in significant numbers until 1863, and it never did replace the standard-issue muzzle-loading Springfield rifle. The Spencer rifle did, however, become the favored weapon for cavalry units, who used the shorter, lighter carbine version. The Confederates occasionally captured Spencers, but with the South unable to manufacture the cartridges because of a shortage of copper, the Confederates could only make limited use of it.

The Spencer rifle proved itself in the Battle of Hoover’s Gap (June 24, 1863), when Union mounted troops under Colonel John T. Wilder, who had purchased Spencers with their own funds, easily defeated a force of Confederates. Spencers also played an important role in cavalry engagements in the Battle of Gettysburg on July 1 and 3, 1863. Whereas a soldier with a rifled muzzleloader could fire only 2–3 shots a minute, one armed with the Spencer could fire as many as 20 shots a minute—more if he was able to take advantage of a cartridge box that contained as many as 14 preloaded magazines. Not only could the soldier with a Spencer put down a greater volume of fire, but these could be aimed rounds. The only disadvantage of the Spencer was the relatively small powder charge in the cartridge, which limited its range. Effective range was 200–500 yards.

The rifle cost the government $37.50 each, while the carbine sold for $25.50. The Spencer proved to be very reliable under combat conditions. In 1869, the Spencer Repeating Rifle Company was sold to the Fogerty Rifle Company and ultimately to Winchester. In all, some 200,000 rifles and carbines were manufactured. The Spencer marked the first adoption of a removable magazine-fed infantry rifle by any country. Many Spencer carbines were later sold as surplus to France and saw service in the Franco-German War (1870–1871).
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Spinner, Francis Elias

Birth Date: January 21, 1802

Death Date: December 31, 1890

U.S. congressman and treasurer of the United States. Francis Elias Spinner was born on January 21, 1802, in Herkimer County, New York. He apprenticed as a candy maker and a harness maker before becoming involved in the mercantile business beginning in 1824. He also enlisted in the New York Militia, eventually rising to the rank of major general. Spinner was named Herkimer County deputy sheriff in 1829 and later served as sheriff (1834–1837). Thereafter he entered the banking field, beginning as a cashier and eventually becoming president of the Mohawk Bank. Spinner held several other posts, including commissioner of schools and inspector of state turnpikes.

From 1845 to 1849, Spinner was auditor and deputy naval officer for the Port of New York City. In 1854 he successfully ran for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat, taking office in March 1855. There he consistently opposed the introduction of slavery into new territories. In 1856 he ran for reelection as a Republican and won, serving until March 3, 1861. Spinner was a strong supporter of Abraham Lincoln in the 1860 election, and for his loyalty Lincoln named him U.S. treasurer. Spinner commenced his tenure on March 16, 1861.

By all accounts, Spinner performed his duties admirably, even amid the financial turmoil caused by the Civil War. Charged with overseeing the printing and distribution of paper currency (greenbacks), Spinner’s office was frequently understaffed and overworked. When Congress rebuffed his requests for more help, he improvised by hiring women in large numbers to act as clerks and stenographers. This was considered revolutionary at a time in which women were relegated to the home and men usually performed clerical tasks. By 1865, there were nearly 400 women working in the treasurer’s office, most of whom were terminated upon the war’s conclusion.

Spinner resigned his post on July 1, 1875, when Congress challenged his authority. He retired to Jacksonville, Florida, where he died on December 31, 1890.
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Spotsylvania Court House, Battle of

Start Date: May 8, 1864

End Date: May 21, 1864

Major engagement of the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant accompanied the Army of the Potomac, commanded by Major General George Gordon Meade. General Robert E. Lee commanded the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia of some 52,000 men. The fighting at Spotsylvania Court House proved extremely bloody, and although Union casualties were much higher than those for the Confederates, Grant was nevertheless able to continue his larger offensive.
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Following the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Grant tried to move his Union forces around Lee’s right flank in order to strike at Richmond. On May 8 Major General Gouverneur K. Warren, commanding V Corps, received orders to capture Spotsylvania Court House. Anticipating this move, Lee had already ordered Major General James E. B. Stuart, commanding his cavalry, and I Corps under Major General Richard H. Anderson to Spotsylvania. The Confederates reached the town first on May 9.

Union advance troops began probing the Confederate position later that day, and during the skirmishing that ensued, Union major general John Sedgwick (VI Corps) was killed. Lee had deployed his men in a trench line stretching about four miles, with artillery placed to assist in the defense. The one major weakness in his line was a salient called the Mule Shoe, which extended about a mile beyond the main line of trenches near the center of the Confederate line. It was at this point on May 10 that the Union army launched an attack with 12 regiments led by Colonel Emory Upton. This attack succeeded in taking the position, but the attackers were then forced back by a Confederate counterattack and thus made no significant penetration.

During the night of May 11–12, Lee began to build a new trench line to the rear of the Mule Shoe. However, this line was not yet complete when on May 12 Grant ordered an attack with an entire corps under the command of Major General Winfield S. Hancock. This assault nearly split the Confederate army in two, chiefly because much of the Confederates’ artillery had been withdrawn to positions along the second line. The Confederate line held only because Major General Ambrose Burnside’s supporting attacks on the right flank were poorly managed. As a result, Lee was able to weaken the line there to strengthen his center.

Lee personally led units of his II Corps forward until the men insisted that he retire for his own safety. More than 4,000 Confederates were taken prisoner in the initial attack. For the next day and most of the night, the Confederate army fought to regain the ground it had lost. The heaviest fighting took place along a section of the trenches known as the Angle. By early morning on May 13, following the recapture of the Mule Shoe, Lee ordered his men to retreat to the newly prepared second line. There was a relative lull in the fighting until May 18, when Grant launched an attack with two of his corps, which was repulsed with heavy casualties.

Grant was now convinced that he could not take the position at Spotsylvania without unacceptable casualties and once more moved around Lee’s flank to the southeast toward the North Anna River. For the entire engagement, Confederate casualties totaled just more than 13,000, while Union losses were more than 18,000. Although the Confederates claimed a victory, Lee could ill afford such losses (which were higher in percentage of total force than those of the Union), and many of his casualties had been among veteran troops. Union forces, meanwhile, still managed to edge closer to Richmond.
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Sprague, John Wilson

Birth Date: April 4, 1817

Death Date: December 24, 1893

Union officer. Born in White Creek, New York, on April 4, 1817, John Wilson Sprague enrolled at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York, at age 13 but never graduated. He worked for several years in the grocery business in Troy. In 1845 he moved to Erie County, Ohio, where he became involved in the shipping and commission trade. When the Civil War began, Sprague recruited a company and served as its captain. On May 19, 1861, the company was mustered into federal service as part of the 7th Ohio Infantry.

In August 1861 Sprague received a leave of absence to return home. Shortly thereafter, he was captured by Confederate troops. As a prisoner, he was taken to Richmond, Virginia, and Charleston, South Carolina, until exchanged in January 1862. Following his release, on January 23 Sprague was appointed colonel of the 63rd Ohio Infantry. On February 10, the 63rd reported to Brigadier General William T. Sherman at Paducah, Kentucky. Sherman then ordered the regiment to report to Major General John Pope at Commerce, Missouri. Under Pope’s command, Sprague led the regiment in the Battles of New Madrid (March 3–14, 1862) and Island No. 10 (April 7, 1862). He then fought in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), where the regiment suffered heavy casualties. Following Corinth, Sprague and the 63rd Ohio served mainly on garrison duty in northern Alabama, northern Mississippi, and western Tennessee.

In April 1864 Sprague received command of a brigade of the 4th Division, XVI Corps, Army of the Tennessee, prior to the opening of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). On July 22 he was assigned to guard Sherman’s supply trains at Decatur, Georgia. Despite his force being outnumbered, Sprague successfully defended the trains during a four-hour Confederate assault, losing only one wagon. For his courageous defense, Sprague was awarded the Medal of Honor (issued posthumously in 1894). On July 30, he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers.

Sprague commanded his brigade, now in XVII Corps, under Sherman throughout the March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and the March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). On March 13, 1865, Sprague was brevetted major general of volunteers.

When the war ended, Sprague was relieved of command and assigned to the Freedmen’s Bureau, in charge of the district encompassing Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas, and subsequently Indian Territory. He mustered out in September 1866. Sprague then engaged in the railroad business and helped found the city of Tacoma, Washington, where he lived until his death on December 24, 1893.
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Sprague, Kate Chase

Birth Date: August 13, 1840

Death Date: July 31, 1899

Northern socialite and controversial daughter of Salmon P. Chase, secretary of the treasury and chief justice of the Supreme Court. Kate Chase was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, on August 13, 1840. As a member of a well-to-do and politically prominent family, she was educated at prestigious boarding schools in the East, and when her father became governor of Ohio, she served as the unofficial first lady of the state, her father having been widowed three times by the time he was elected governor. She became well known for her lavish parties and clothes. Her 1863 marriage to William Sprague, himself a wealthy man, was said to be one of the great social events of the 1860s.

Politically astute, Kate Sprague acted as her father’s hostess when he moved to Washington, D.C., to assume the post of treasury secretary. Her husband’s money and influence, coupled with her father’s political connections, enabled Sprague to run in rarified circles, throwing fashionable parties even during the war years. Harboring a visceral dislike for President Abraham Lincoln, whom she likened to a country rube, she actively promoted her father’s presidential aspirations. Indeed, there is evidence to suggest that she had a hand in the infamous Pomeroy Circular of 1864, which repudiated Lincoln’s leadership and urged voters to embrace Chase for the 1864 Republican Party nomination. Chase disavowed any connection to the circular, but he nevertheless had campaigned quietly behind the scenes in an effort to unseat Lincoln.

In 1868 when Chase sought the presidential nomination of the Democratic Party, to which he had formerly belonged, Kate Sprague was one of his most vocal supporters, waging a tireless campaign that was, in the end, unsuccessful. Meanwhile, the Sprague marriage had failed, and financial setbacks in the 1870s finally forced a divorce in 1882. Sprague embarked on a grand European tour for several years before returning home in 1886, now practically bankrupt. She resided on her father’s estate in Washington, D.C., but in her twilight years was so financially strapped that she resorted to selling milk and chickens door-to-door to wealthy Washingtonians, some of whom she had feted at her grand soirees when she was young. Sprague died in Washington, D.C., on July 31, 1899.
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Sprague, William, IV

Birth Date: September 12, 1830

Death Date: September 11, 1915

Governor of Rhode Island and U.S. senator. William Sprague IV was born on September 12, 1830, in Cranston, Rhode Island, the scion of a wealthy and influential family that made its fortune in textiles. He entered the family commercial empire at age 15, and by the time he was 26, he and his brothers were running the business, which continued to expand and included a railroad. Sprague was often flighty, irresponsible, and vain, but in 1859 Rhode Island’s Union Party nominated him for governor over the Republicans’ candidate, who was deemed too radical. Sprague accepted the nomination and won the election in 1860, although some argued that he had purchased his huge landslide by bribery. He was reelected in 1861 and immediately embraced the Union’s war effort, sending one of the first state regiments, which he had helped to equip with his own funds, to Washington, D.C. Sprague personally accompanied the troops south, served as an aide to Brigadier General Ambrose E. Burnside, and was a participant at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Thereafter, Sprague lobbied the War Department for a major generalship, promising in return that he would coerce the Rhode Island legislature into repealing a statute that limited volunteers’ enlistments to three-month terms. President Abraham Lincoln quashed the deal, and instead Sprague was offered a brigadier general’s commission, which he refused, arguing that Rhode Islanders would consider the rank a slight. In 1862 Sprague attended the governors’ conference in Altoona, Pennsylvania, but played no significant role there. Elected to a third term, he resigned the governors’ post in March 1863 to take a seat in the U.S. Senate, where he served until 1875. In November 1863 he wed Kate Chase, daughter of Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase, who was considered the belle of Washington. The two drifted apart, however, a development that was fueled by Sprague’s drinking and his wife’s alleged affair with New York senator Roscoe Conkling. They divorced in 1882.

With his fortune largely eroded by the Panic of 1873 and the resulting economic depression, Sprague became increasingly unstable. Later defeated in another bid for governor, he built a palatial mansion in Narragansett, where he served as president of the town council beginning in 1900. A fire gutted the home in 1909, at which time Sprague and his second wife moved to Paris, where he died on September 11, 1915.
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Springfield Armory

Major U.S. arms manufacturing facility in Massachusetts. The origins of the Springfield Armory date to 1777, when General George Washington and Brigadier General Henry Knox chose the site—on a hill overlooking Springfield, Massachusetts—as the location for the first U.S. arsenal. During the American Revolutionary War, the arsenal stored muskets, cannon, and other weapons but produced only paper cartridges.

The arsenal became known as the Springfield Armory in 1794, when President Washington approved on-site small arms manufacturing there. That year the U.S. government began the domestic production of muskets, eliminating dependence on foreign sources. Construction then began on several new buildings. Production of the Model 1795 flintlock musket soon followed.

Armory staff embarked on a long tradition of innovation in both manufacturing processes and the weapons themselves. In 1819 the armory designed and implemented a new lathe that produced standardized gun stocks. This standardization was a high priority for the army because it enabled the fast replacement of broken parts on the battlefield.

After the Federals abandoned the only other national armory at Harpers Ferry early in the Civil War, the Springfield Armory became the principal source of the North’s rifled muskets. These new rifled muskets (known as the Model 1861 Springfield Rifle-Musket) used both the percussion-cap firing system and the armory’s 1855 rifled barrel, whose spiral grooves gave greater accuracy to each round. This standard Union rifle was extremely accurate at 500 yards and could be fired up to six times a minute. It also fired the new minié ball round, achieving lethality at greater ranges than before.

At its peak production during the war, the Springfield Armory employed 3,400 people and produced 1,000 muskets each working day. By war’s end, a total of 793,434 Springfield rifles had been produced there. This was out of a total of approximately 1.7 million rifles manufactured in the North during the war by the armory and private contractors combined.

The armory continued to develop new manufacturing techniques and provide the army’s basic rifle needs. Later firearms included the M1892 Krag-Jorgensen, the M1903 Springfield rifle used in World War I, and the M1 Garand employed in World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. The M14 was the last rifle developed by the Springfield Armory. The armory then served as a development and testing laboratory until it was closed in 1968.
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Springfield Model 1861 Rifle Musket

The most widely used infantry weapon of the Civil War. In 1855, U.S. secretary of war Jefferson Davis, future president of the Confederacy, approved adoption by the U.S. Army of the .58-caliber muzzle-loading rifled musket. The new weapon combined the percussion cap system of ignition with the minié ball projectile. Such weapons had come into widespread use in the world’s armies at midcentury. The percussion cap greatly increased reliability of fire and hence firepower, while rifling increased the effective range from some 80–100 yards to 300 yards. Thanks to the invention of the expanding cylindro-conoidal bullet known as the minié ball, the rifle could now be loaded as rapidly as the smoothbore musket. The 1861 model came to be named for the Springfield arsenal, its original production facility.

The Model 1861 Springfield was 56 inches in length with a 40-inch barrel and weighed 9.5 pounds. It had flip-up leaf sights and fired a bullet of 500 grains at a muzzle velocity of 950 feet per second and had a maximum effective range of 300 yards. The Model 1863 was essentially the same weapon but incorporated redesigned barrel bands and a new hammer. The Springfield’s heavy, slow-moving lead bullet could exact frightful damage, tumbling in flight, flattening on impact, and tearing away chunks of bone, which necessitated amputations.
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The muzzle-loading .58 caliber Springfield Model 1861 rifled musket. (Civil War Archive/The Bridgeman Art Library)

With its attached 18-inch bayonet, the weapon stood taller than the average soldier of the time. The Springfield Model 1861 could be loaded and fired about three times per minute. The standard issue of ammunition going into combat was 40 paper cartridges per man, which would therefore provide only about a dozen minutes of sustained rapid fire.

The Springfield Armory could not produce the requisite number required, and some 20 firms also contracted to build the weapon. During the war, approximately 1.5 million Model 1861 and Model 1863 guns were produced by a wide variety of manufacturing facilities, but Southern firms accounted for less than 1 percent of the total.
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Spring Hill, Battle of

Event Date: November 29, 1864

Engagement during General John Bell Hood’s Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1964). Following the fall of Atlanta on September 2, 1864, Hood attempted to draw Union major general William T. Sherman’s forces out of that city by marching into Tennessee. Instead of sending all of his men in response, however, Sherman detached Major General George Thomas with part of his Army of the Cumberland and Major General John M. Schofield’s Army of the Ohio to Nashville to thwart Hood’s design. Thomas in turn placed Schofield in command of roughly 20,000 men in IV and XXIII Corps in southern Tennessee to oppose Hood. Hood, marching rapidly, had his 30,000 Confederates drawn up in front of the town of Columbia, Tennessee, on the south side of the Duck River by November 27. Schofield, meanwhile, had concentrated his men on the north bank of the Duck.

Hood planned a flanking maneuver involving two of his army corps, roughly 20,000 men. They would cross the Duck upriver from Columbia and cut off the Union line of retreat at the village of Spring Hill. Hood ordered his other corps to remain in front of Columbia and fix Schofield in place. On the morning of November 29, Hood set his columns into motion, but difficulties arose because of confusion over the roads north of Columbia. This unplanned delay allowed Schofield sufficient time to move two brigades, roughly 3,500 men, into place to guard Spring Hill against what he thought would be a cavalry raid on his supply line.

When the Confederates arrived at Spring Hill, Hood ordered Major General Frank Cheatham to employ his lead division to block the Franklin and Columbia Turnpike, Schofield’s only route of retreat. By 3:30 p.m. on November 29, Cheatham had his lead division, commanded by Major General Patrick Cleburne, in place and ordered it forward. Cleburne’s men then charged toward Colonel Luther Bradley’s lead brigade guarding the turnpike. Bradley’s men broke and ran, but Union artillery arrested Cleburne’s advance, and the Confederate general ordered his division back to the cover of a nearby creek bed.

Cheatham, who had orders only to block the pike, now decided to try to overrun the Union troops guarding the town of Spring Hill and the turnpike. By this time, Schofield had learned the precariousness of his situation and started his army north from Columbia. Casualties amounted to only about 200 killed, wounded, or captured on both sides. As darkness fell, both Confederate corps arrayed themselves within 100 yards of the Franklin and Columbia Turnpike but because of a series of miscommunications failed to block the thoroughfare as Schofield’s entire army marched by them in the darkness. This almost inexplicable turn of events allowed the Union army to escape defeat and capture.

An infuriated Hood learned the next morning that Schofield’s entire force had gotten past him and was located several miles away at Franklin. Hood’s frustration manifested itself in his orders for the disastrous frontal assaults that constituted the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864). The engagement at Spring Hill was significant because it represented the best chance for a Confederate victory during Hood’s 1864 Tennessee campaign.
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Stafford, Leroy Augustus

Birth Date: April 13, 1822

Death Date: May 8, 1864

Confederate officer. Leroy Augustus Stafford was born on April 13, 1822, at Greenwood Plantation near Cheneyville, Louisiana. Educated in Tennessee and Kentucky, he went on to become one of Louisiana’s premier planters. In 1845 he became sheriff of Rapides Parish and then served as an enlisted man in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). After the war Stafford became involved with the local militia, and by 1861 he was a captain of a company known informally as the Stafford Guards.

In the spring of 1861, Stafford joined the Confederate Army as the lieutenant colonel of the 9th Louisiana Infantry. That October, he was advanced to colonel of the 9th Louisiana. Stafford led his regiment during Major General T. J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and temporarily held a brigade command during the latter portions of the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Stafford also assumed brigade command during the Second Bull Run Campaign (August 9–September 1, 1862). He then resumed command of his old regiment, which he led at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where once again he was called upon to lead the brigade. He sustained a wound there but soon recuperated. Stafford next saw combat at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

The following year, Stafford performed competently at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and then at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where he led a charge up Cemetery Hill on the second day of fighting. On October 8, 1863, Stafford was advanced to brigadier general and took command of the 2nd Louisiana Brigade, which he led during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863).

On the first day of the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Stafford was mortally wounded leading his brigade. Evacuated to Richmond, he died there on May 8, 1864.
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Stager, Anson

Birth Date: April 20, 1825

Death Date: March 26, 1885

Union officer. Anson Stager was born on April 20, 1825, in Ontario County, New York. At age 16 he was introduced to electric telegraphy and began to work in that field. He eventually helped construct a telegraph line from Philadelphia to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and was placed in charge of a telegraph office in 1846. By 1856, Stager had risen to become the first general superintendent of the Western Union Company.

When the Civil War began in the spring of 1861, Ohio’s governor requested that Stager help secure telegraph communications, for which he developed a simple but effective cipher key. In October 1861, the U.S. War Department sought better control of the nation’s telegraph infrastructure and organized the U.S. Military Telegraph Service (USMTS), a quasi-military organization that consisted of trained civilian telegraphers. Stager was initially appointed to the USMTS as a captain and an assistant quartermaster to help manage property and disburse funds. In February 1862, the War Department took control of all telegraph lines in the United States for military use. Stager was then named superintendent of the USMTS and promoted to colonel.

Stager developed a close relationship with Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, who viewed the USMTS as critical for managing the war. President Abraham Lincoln spent hours in the War Department telegraph office sending, receiving, and reading messages from field commanders. This ability was enhanced by Stager’s continuous development and improvement of encryption methods to include strict control of codebooks, access to which was denied to senior officers and even the president. As a result, the Confederacy was unable to break any Union telegraph codes.

Stager served until September 1865 and was brevetted brigadier general of volunteers for his wartime service. In 1869 he moved to Chicago, where he cofounded the Western Electric Manufacturing Company, serving as its president until his death on March 26, 1885, in Chicago.
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Stahel-Szamvald, Julius

Birth Date: November 5, 1825

Death Date: December 4, 1912

Union officer. Julius Stahel-Szamvald was born on November 5, 1825, in Szeged, Hungary. Of German descent, he entered the Austro-Hungarian Army in his early 20s but left the service to join the anti-Austrian revolutionary Hungarian nationalist forces of Louis Kossuth. Stahel-Szamvald fled Hungary after Kossuth’s defeat in 1849 and eventually settled in New York City, working as a journalist and teacher. At some point he dropped Szamvald from his surname. When the Civil War began, Stahel enlisted in the 8th New York Infantry, a regiment he helped raise. Serving as its lieutenant colonel, he led the regiment at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). He was promoted to colonel on August 11, 1861, and to brigadier general, commanding four principally German regiments, on November 12. He served in the Battle of Cross Keys (June 8, 1862) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), both times earning praise from his superiors. Stahel commanded a division in the largely German XI Corps, which was in reserve during the Battle of Antietam (September 17) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13). He briefly commanded the corps before assuming command of the Cavalry Division in the Washington defenses. He was advanced to major general on March 17, 1863.

Stahel was then transferred to command the cavalry in the Department of the Susquehanna. In 1864 he was sent to command the cavalry division attached to the army of friend and patron Major General Franz Sigel. At the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864), Stahel led a disastrous charge, contributing to the Union defeat there. He was more successful in the Battle of Piedmont (June 5, 1864) under Sigel’s replacement, Major General David Hunter, for which Stahel was awarded the Medal of Honor in 1893. Wounded at Piedmont, Stahel spent the rest of the war in Washington and resigned his commission on February 8, 1865.

After the war, Stahel worked as a mining engineer and served as U.S. consul in Yokohama and Shanghai. He died in New York City on December 4, 1912.
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St. Albans, Vermont, Confederate Raid on

Event Date: October 19, 1864

Daring Confederate raid from Canada. The raid took place at the small town of St. Albans, Vermont, not far from the Canadian border, on October 19, 1864, and was carried out by 21 Confederate soldiers under the command of Lieutenant Bennett H. Young. The goals of the raid were to secure funds for the Confederate war effort and to draw Union troops away from the war fronts in the South. Launched from Canadian soil, the St. Albans raid was the northernmost military engagement of the Civil War.

Young had escaped to Canada from a Union prisoner-of-war camp in the spring of 1864. Once there, he received authorization from the Confederate government to attempt the release of other Confederate detainees. Two such attempts failed, but Young was allowed to lead a raid into a Union town in order to secure funds for the Confederate war effort. He entered Vermont alone, conducted a quick reconnaissance, and selected St. Albans for the operation. Other Confederates joined him, and passing themselves off as travelers, they thoroughly reconnoitered the town, located its four banks and stables, and planned their robberies and escape routes. The remaining Confederate soldiers arrived in twos and threes by different routes and trains, found rooms in a number of local hotels, and waited for the attack order.

The men assembled at 3:00 p.m. on October 19 and then entered the four St. Albans banks and the stable. Shocked residents were forced into the town square. The Confederates secured the considerable sum of $208,000, then escaped to Canada on stolen horses. The raid was well planned, and casualties were low, with one St. Albans man killed and a small number wounded. No Confederate casualties were reported.

Eventually 13 of the raiders, including Young, were apprehended in Canada. American authorities considered entering Canada to secure the men, but such action would have violated British neutrality. The U.S. government demanded their extradition, but Great Britain allowed the Canadian courts to try the raiders. Young and his men were ultimately released by the Canadians on technicalities and soon journeyed to the Confederacy with the stolen cash. Canada, however, agreed to reimburse St. Albans for the lost money and paid $50,000, a sum equal to what was found on those raiders who had been captured.
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Stanley, David Sloane

Birth Date: June 1, 1828

Death Date: March 13, 1902

Union officer. David Sloane Stanley was born on June 1, 1828, in Cedar Valley, Ohio. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852. Commissioned a second lieutenant of dragoons, he was assigned to duty in Texas and California. As a captain serving at Fort Washita (Indian Territory) in 1861, Stanley led his men to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, when the Civil War began. He participated in the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861) and was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on September 28. He then commanded a division in the Battle of Island No. 10 (April 7, 1862), the advance on and siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862), the Battle of Iuka (September 19, 1862), and the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). In November 1862 Stanley was named chief of cavalry for the Army of the Cumberland. He saw action at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863). He was promoted to major general in April 1863, to date from November 29, 1862.

Stanley commanded a division and then IV Corps in the Army of the Cumberland during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). He led his corps at the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864), where Major General William T. Sherman faulted him for allowing Lieutenant General William J. Hardee to escape entrapment.

Stanley was next sent to Tennessee, under Major General George H. Thomas, to oppose the Confederate army of General John Bell Hood. At the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), Stanley displayed conspicuous gallantry in leading his men in a countercharge and received a serious wound in his neck. He was later awarded the Medal of Honor for his bravery at Franklin. Having been brevetted through major general in the regular army, he mustered out of the volunteers in February 1866.

Following the war, Stanley was appointed colonel of the 22nd U.S. Infantry and served in the Dakota Territory until 1874. His regiment was then sent to Texas to put down an Indian uprising. In 1882 he was assigned command of the District of New Mexico, and in 1884 he was promoted to brigadier general and assigned command of the Department of Texas. He retired in 1892. From 1893 to 1898, he served as governor of the Soldiers’ Home in Washington, D.C. Stanley died in Washington, D.C., on March 13, 1902.
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Stanley, Henry Morton

Birth Date: January 28, 1841

Death Date: May 10, 1904

Confederate soldier, Union soldier and sailor, and famous international journalist, explorer, and adventurer. Henry Morton Stanley was born John Rowlands on January 28, 1841, in Denbigh, Wales. In 1859 he became a cabin boy on the Windermere, bound for New Orleans. On arrival in the United States, Rowlands was befriended by a local merchant, Henry Hope Stanley, whose first and last names he adopted (he added Morton later).

Henry Morton Stanley was in Arkansas in 1861 running one of his surrogate father’s stores when the American Civil War began. Enlisting in the 6th Arkansas Infantry, he fought in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was captured and transferred to Camp Douglas, Illinois. He was released two months later only after agreeing to join the Union Army. Ill from his time in prison, Stanley was discharged after only a few weeks of service and returned to England in November 1862. The following year, he went back to the United States and enlisted in the U.S. Navy. Stanley saw action during the Fort Fisher Campaign (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865).

Stanley became famous around the world beginning in the late 1860s. He traveled the far reaches of the globe and was a merchant marine, a special correspondent for the New York Evening Post, and a longtime reporter for the New York Herald. He led a medical missionary trip into the interior of Africa and an expedition to locate the source of the Nile River, and he explored the African Congo. Stanley published a number of best-selling books detailing his exploits, but he is perhaps best known for having located the long-missing English missionary David Livingstone in a village near Africa’s Lake Tanganyika in November 1871. When Stanley spotted the missionary, he purportedly asked, “Dr. Livingstone, I presume?” The words made Stanley an instant celebrity. He was involved in a host of organizations and sat in Parliament (1895–1900).

Stanley was later much criticized for unleashing violence upon the natives in the Congo, including alleged atrocities. His exploits provided the foundation for Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness. In failing health, Stanley died in London on May 10, 1904.
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Stanly, Edward

Birth Date: January 10, 1810

Death Date: July 12, 1872

Politician and Union military governor of North Carolina (1862–1863). Born in New Bern, North Carolina, on January 10, 1810, in 1829 Edward Stanly graduated from the American Literary, Scientific, and Military Academy (which became Norwich University in 1834). He then studied law, was admitted to the state bar in 1832, and opened a law office in Washington, North Carolina. Entering politics as a member of the Whig Party, Stanly was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1836, where he served from 1837 to 1843.

After his district was gerrymandered and he was defeated for reelection, Stanly represented Beaufort County in the state legislature (1844–1846), served as state attorney general (1847), and then again was a member of the state legislature (1848–1849). After another two terms in the U.S. House of Representatives (1849–1853), Stanly left North Carolina and went to California, where he established a law practice.

In April 1862, Stanly was surprised when he received notice that he was appointed military governor of North Carolina, effective May 26, 1862. U.S. secretary of war Edwin Stanton informed Stanly that he would act as governor until loyal citizens could organize a new government that conformed to the U.S. Constitution. Stanly was also to uphold existing laws and support loyalists in Union-occupied parts of eastern North Carolina.

Stanly’s tenure as military governor was marked by controversy, as he tried to return escaped slaves to masters who professed loyalty to the Union and questioned schools that were educating blacks, which was still illegal in North Carolina. Confederate authorities simply ignored Stanly and sent all official communications to Union military officers. When President Abraham Lincoln announced the Emancipation Proclamation in January 1863, Stanly offered to resign. Lincoln initially refused, but Stanly was insistent and finally left office on March 2, 1863.

Stanly then returned to California and resumed his law practice. He died in San Francisco on July 12, 1872.
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Stannard, George Jerrison

Birth Date: October 20, 1820

Death Date: June 1, 1886

Union officer. George Jerrison Stannard was born on October 20, 1820, in Georgia, Vermont. He worked as a farmer, schoolteacher, and foundry operator law clerk. When the Civil War began in 1861, Stannard was serving as colonel of the 4th Regiment of Vermont’s state militia. In June 1861 he became lieutenant colonel of the 2nd Vermont Volunteer Infantry, leading the unit at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862).

On July 9, 1862, Stannard was appointed colonel of the 9th Vermont Volunteer Infantry. During the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), the 9th Vermont was among approximately 12,000 Union troops occupying the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia. On September 15, 1862, the 9th Vermont, along with the rest of the Union force there, became prisoners when Colonel Dixon S. Miles surrendered Harpers Ferry to the Confederates. Stannard was exchanged in January 1863.


On March 11, 1863, Stannard was appointed brigadier general of volunteers and given command of the 2nd Vermont Brigade, Army of the Potomac. Stannard’s brigade helped to repulse Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg on July 3, 1863. Stannard was wounded in the fighting that day but remained on the field to command his men. After he recovered, he joined the Army of the James in eastern Virginia. During an attack on Fort Harrison (September 29–30, 1864), he was wounded in his right arm, which resulted in its amputation. On October 28, 1864, Stannard was brevetted major general of volunteers. For the remainder of the war, he was assigned administrative duty in Vermont.

After the war, Stannard served with the Freedmen’s Bureau before resigning from the army in June 1866. He thereafter worked as a customs official and from 1881 until his death was the doorkeeper for the U.S. House of Representatives. Stannard died in Washington, D.C., on June 1, 1886.
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Stanton, Edwin McMasters

Birth Date: December 19, 1819

Death Date: December 24, 1869

U.S. attorney general and secretary of war. Edwin McMasters Stanton was born in Steubenville, Ohio, on December 19, 1819. He attended Kenyon College for two years and then studied law on his own under the tutelage of an attorney in Columbus. Stanton was admitted to the Ohio bar in 1836.

Having practiced law successfully in both Ohio and Pennsylvania, Stanton moved to Washington, D.C. Indeed, his work as a federal government special counsel tasked with litigating bogus land claims in California caught the attention of the James Buchanan administration. In December 1860, President Buchanan appointed Stanton attorney general of the United States. When Abraham Lincoln became president in March 1861, Stanton left his post.
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Staunch defender of the Union, Edwin M. Stanton served in Abraham Lincoln’s cabinet as secretary of war. A fine administrator, Stanton created a highly efficient War Department and as such played an important role in the Union victory. (National Archives)

On January 15, 1862, Lincoln appointed Stanton secretary of war following Simon Cameron’s resignation on charges of mismanagement and corruption. A strong defender of the Union and an ardent patriot, Stanton eagerly accepted the offer, even though his salary went from a then-astronomical $45,000 per year to $8,000 per year as a cabinet officer.

During the Civil War, Stanton was a major force within the War Department. He reorganized the way in which it did business by establishing stringent guidelines governing the system of competition for contracts. He also established the policy for regulating the Union railroad system and placed all telegraph operations under the department’s control. Not surprisingly, his drive for efficiency and honesty made him as many enemies as friends. Nevertheless, his formidable administrative skills impressed friend and foe alike.

Stanton played a key role in the appointment and removal of Union Army commanders. The most celebrated instance of this came when he requested that his former friend, Major General George McClellan, be relieved of his command for repeated failures to take the offensive. Stanton oversaw all military operations and, along with Lincoln, helped shaped Union military strategy. Stanton also pressured the president to issue the Emancipation Proclamation and to enlist African American troops.

In 1864 Stanton left the Democratic Party and became a Republican. The assassination of Lincoln shocked Stanton, despite a rather testy relationship between the two men by that time. Stanton briefly assumed control of the government until Vice President Andrew Johnson took the oath of office on April 15, 1865.

When Reconstruction began, Stanton remained as head of the War Department and oversaw the demobilization of the Union armies. At first, he supported Johnson’s more lenient Reconstruction policy until reports of violence against freedmen became known. With U.S. Army commanding general Ulysses S. Grant at his side, Stanton tried to convince Johnson to accept Congress’s Reconstruction plan and even supported Johnson’s veto of the Tenure of Office Act.

Johnson’s ultimate refusal to change his views on Reconstruction policies forced Stanton into an alliance with congressional members, and Johnson’s opposition to the First and Second Reconstruction Acts pushed him to support more radical policies. With Grant, Stanton drafted the Third Reconstruction Act, which removed the armies in the South from the president’s control. When Johnson demanded that Stanton resign, the secretary of war refused. On August 11, 1867, Johnson replaced him with Grant. Congress, however, promptly ordered Stanton restored to his office under the terms of the Tenure of Office Act. Grant immediately stepped down, and Stanton resumed his duties. In February 1868, Johnson again sought to replace Stanton, causing Stanton to blockade himself in his office. Meanwhile, on February 22, 1868, the House of Representatives voted to impeach Johnson for violating the Tenure of Office Act.

Throughout the impeachment proceedings, Stanton remained in office. After the Senate acquitted Johnson, Stanton resigned on May 26, 1868, and returned to private life. When a seat on the U.S. Supreme Court became available in 1869, President Ulysses S. Grant appointed Stanton to the post in appreciation for his friendship and service. Before he could assume his place on the Supreme Court, however, Stanton died of an asthma attack on December 24, 1869, in Washington, D.C.

CHARLES F. HOWLETT

See also

Cameron, Simon; Emancipation Proclamation; Grant, Ulysses Simpson; Johnson, Andrew; Lincoln, Abraham; Lincoln’s Reconstruction Policies; McClellan, George Brinton; Reconstruction

Further Reading

Goodwin, Doris K. Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2005.

McKitrick, Eric L. Andrew Johnson and Reconstruction. New York: Oxford University Press, 1988.

Thomas, Benjamin P., and Harold M. Hyman. Stanton: The Life and Times of Lincoln’s Secretary of War. New York: Knopf, 1962.

_______________________

Stanton, Elizabeth Cady

Birth Date: November 12, 1815

Death Date: October 26, 1902

Abolitionist and a leading figure in the early women’s rights movement. Elizabeth Cady was born on November 12, 1815, in Johnstown, New York. Her father was a prominent attorney, and she was well educated at the Johnstown Academy until she was 16 years old, winning numerous academic awards and honors. She married Henry Brewer Stanton in 1840.
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One of the more radical of the 19th-century suffragists and women’s rights leaders, Elizabeth Cady Stanton sought to free women from the legal obstacles that prevented them from achieving equality with men. (Library of Congress)

Elizabeth Cady Stanton is credited with initiating the women’s rights and suffrage movement at Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848, where she presented her “Declaration of Sentiments.” Stanton’s activism extended well beyond suffrage; she was also concerned with various other legal protections and rights for women, including women’s parental and custody rights, property rights, employment and income rights, and divorce laws. Stanton was committed to the abolition of slavery and often worked closely with her abolitionist husband and her cousin Gerrit Smith, also an ardent abolitionist.

In the aftermath of the Civil War, Stanton and Susan B. Anthony ardently expressed their commitment to women’s suffrage and refused to support passage of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution (adopted in 1868 and designed chiefly to grant basic rights to former slaves). They also would not support the Fifteenth Amendment (adopted in 1870 and designed to regulate voting rights for former slaves). Their stance caused a schism in the women’s rights movement. Their opposition was based on the argument that while the amendments granted legal protections and suffrage to black males, the same rights were not extended to women, be they white or black.

Stanton remained a leading women’s rights activist throughout her life, traveling widely, penning many influential essays, and lecturing extensively on women’s rights. She died on October 26, 1902, in New York City.
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Starke, Peter Burwell

Birth Date: 1815

Death Date: July 13, 1888

Confederate officer. Born in Brunswick County, Virginia, sometime in 1815, Peter Burwell Starke and his brothers operated a stage line until he moved to Bolivar County, Mississippi, in the 1840s. He served in the Mississippi House of Representatives (1846–1854) and was elected in 1856 to the Mississippi Senate, which he left in February 1862 when he was appointed colonel of the 28th Mississippi Cavalry Regiment.

In 1862 and early 1863, Starke served in the defense of Vicksburg, and he and his regiment operated mostly in northern Mississippi, skirmishing with Union forces and providing intelligence to Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton at Vicksburg. After the fall of that city on July 4, 1863, Starke participated in Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s unsuccessful defense of Jackson, Mississippi (July 10–16, 1863). Into the spring of 1864, Starke commanded first his regiment and then a brigade in the cavalry division commanded by Brigadier General William H. Jackson in various redesignated commands in Mississippi and adjacent states.

In the summer of 1864, Jackson’s division was transferred to the Army of Tennessee, and Starke fought in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Starke was advanced to brigadier general on November 4, 1864. He then saw action during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). Starke also led his brigade in Alabama in the closing months of the war before surrendering on May 6, 1865.

Following the war, Starke was on the board of the Mississippi levee commission and served one term as sheriff of Bolivar County. He returned to Virginia in 1873 and died there in Lawrenceville on July 13, 1888. His brother, William Edwin Starke, also served as a Confederate brigadier general but was mortally wounded in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862).
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Starke, William Edward

Birth Date: 1814

Death Date: September 17, 1862

Confederate officer. Born in Brunswick County, Virginia, in 1814, William Edward Starke was the elder brother of future Confederate general Peter B. Starke. After operating with his brothers a stage line between Lawrenceville and Petersburg, Virginia, William Starke moved to Louisiana, where he became a successful cotton broker.

In June 1861, Starke secured a commission as a lieutenant colonel in the 53rd Virginia Infantry. He first served as a staff officer for Brigadier General Robert S. Garnett in western Virginia. In August, Starke was aide-de-camp to General Robert E. Lee. Starke was appointed colonel of the 60th Virginia Infantry on October 12, 1861. He was wounded in fighting at Glendale, Virginia, on June 30, 1862, during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1). In late July 1862, Starke took command of the 2nd Louisiana Brigade in Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s former division of II Corps in the Army of Northern Virginia.

Promoted to brigadier general on August 6, 1862, Starke took part in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30) and assumed command of the Stonewall Division following the wounding of Brigadier General William B. Taliaferro. Starke took part in Lee’s Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) and the capture of Harpers Ferry (September 12–15, 1862). During the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Starke again assumed command of the division and led it into action but that morning was struck by three bullets and died an hour later.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Antietam Campaign; Bull Run, Second Battle of; Harpers Ferry, Battle of; Jackson, Thomas Jonathan; Lee, Robert Edward; Taliaferro, William Booth

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Sears, Stephen. Landscape Turned Red: The Battle of Antietam. New York: Ticknor and Fields, 1983.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Star of the West, USS

A two-deck 1,172-ton side-wheel schooner-rigged U.S. ship that entered service in 1852. Originally the San Juan, the ship was built by Jeremiah Simonson at Greenpoint (Brooklyn), New York, for shipping tycoon Cornelius Vanderbilt. The ship made regular runs between New York City and Nicaragua before Vanderbilt sold it in 1856 to Marshall O. Roberts of New York.
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Artist’s depiction of the steamer Star of the West, approaching Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor with reinforcements for the Union garrison there, January 9, 1861. (Library of Congress)

Following the secession of South Carolina on December 20, 1860, Major Robert Anderson had concentrated his small U.S. Army detachment in Charleston at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. Fort Sumter was soon under siege by South Carolina and eventually by Confederate forces, who demanded its surrender. Fort Sumter was also running low on supplies. President James Buchanan finally agreed that something had to be done to supply the garrison. Plans to send the heavily armed screw sloop Brooklyn were rejected as too provocative, but Buchanan approved the dispatch of a merchant ship instead. Roberts chartered the Star of the West to the War Department for this mission.

Captained by John McGowan, the Star of the West sailed from New York City on January 5, 1861, with supplies and 200 reinforcements. Efforts to keep this operation secret failed when the Northern press published news of the ship’s sailing and its intended mission. This information was telegraphed to Charleston.

When early on January 9 the Star of the West arrived off Charleston Harbor and attempted to reach Fort Sumter, cadets of the Military College of South Carolina (the Citadel), manning batteries at Fort Moultrie and Morris Island, opened fire on the ship in the first hostile shots of the Civil War. After a shot across its bow, the Star of the West ran up a large American flag. This failed to deter the gunners, whose fire hulled the ship twice. His ship moderately damaged, McGowan returned to New York. Buchanan refused to consider this an act of war, as no blood had been shed.

Three months later, the Star of the West was again chartered by the federal government to repatriate Union soldiers held by Confederate authorities near Indianola, Texas, but on April 19, 1861, the ship was captured by the Confederate steamer General Rusk. Renamed the St. Philip, it was employed by the Confederates as both a hospital ship and a receiving ship at New Orleans.

With the impending capture of New Orleans in the early spring of 1862 by Union forces, the St. Philip was moved upriver with Confederate specie, which it delivered to Vicksburg, Mississippi. The ship was then moved to the Yazoo River. The Confederates scuttled the St. Philip in the Tallahatchie River on March 11, 1863, to block the ships of the Mississippi Squadron, under the command of Union rear admiral David D. Porter, during the Yazoo Pass Expedition.
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Steamships

Ships powered by steam engines. Steam power applied to ship propulsion brought about revolutionary changes in naval strategy, tactics, and organization. Steam engines augmented and later replaced the masts, sails, and rigging used by mariners for centuries to harness the power of the wind. Once reliable and efficient steam propulsion systems were developed, faster and larger ships were constructed for both commercial and military purposes and were capable of carrying unprecedented cargo payloads and armaments.

Steam propulsion first proved its value on inland waterways, where winds were unreliable and human effort often had to be harnessed to move boats against strong currents. Frenchman Marquis Claude de Jouffroy d’Abbans is credited with building the first steam-powered boat. Launched in 1783, his Pyroscaphe could operate for only a few minutes as it struggled to overcome the current of the Sâone River near Lyons where it was tested. Improvements to the design of steam engines by Thomas Newcomen, James Watt, Oliver Evans, and Richard Trevithick were quickly applied to naval propulsion, and in 1790 American John Fitch built a steam launch that could attain a speed of eight miles per hour and reliably navigate the Delaware River between Philadelphia and Burlington, New Jersey. In 1807 Robert Fulton constructed the Clermont, a 150-foot-long paddlewheel ship that is widely acknowledged as the first practical and economical vessel powered by steam. The first transatlantic crossing by a ship equipped with a steam engine occurred in 1819 when the 350-ton Savannah, fitted with a side-mounted paddlewheel, traveled from Georgia to St. Petersburg, Russia, in 50 days, using both steam and sails.

As increasing numbers of steam vessels were built, side- and rear-mounted paddlewheel ships (paddlers) proved to be slow, inefficient, and subject to breakdowns that were difficult to repair on the open ocean. Sailing ships thus continued their dominance until the mid-19th century.

Compound engines, first introduced in 1854, ran multiple pistons connected to a single crankshaft and, when used aboard ship, greatly increased the mechanical power output of a steam propulsion system. Coupled with advances in metallurgy applied to the design of boilers that increased the maximum safe operating pressure of the superheated water that drove the pistons to generate power, compound engines extended the cruising range and increased the maximum speed of steamships to match the performance of sailing vessels. Other engine improvements soon followed. These included condensers, which lengthened the working life of steam engines by reducing mineral deposits from the seawater supply that fed the boilers; double expansion engines, which conserved water and fuel during engine operation; and triple- and quadruple-expansion engines, which further improved the efficiency and power output of shipboard steam propulsion systems.

Despite early successes with steam propulsion, considerable time elapsed before the steam engine found favor with conservative naval authorities responsible for warship design and construction; early steam warships were consigned to harbor defense and coastal patrol duties on account of unreliable engines, small size, and minimal armament. The U.S. Navy was the first navy in the world with a steam-powered warship. Robert Fulton’s Demologus (later the Fulton) of 1815 was a catamaran with a central paddlewheel located between thick twin hulls to protect it from enemy fire. It was essentially a floating battery that mounted powerful guns behind thick bulwarks. Specifically intended to defend New York Harbor, under steam power it could move about at 5.5 knots. In 1837 with other navies experimenting with steam, the U.S. Navy launched a second steam warship, the Fulton II.

Because early steam engines were so inefficient and relatively little fuel could be carried, steam warships retained sail rigs, a practice continued well past the Civil War, indeed to the end of the 19th century. In 1842 the U.S. Navy took a temporary lead over other navies with its side-wheelers Mississippi and Missouri. While the Missouri succumbed to fire in 1843, the Mississippi had an exceptional service record, proving the value of steam propulsion in warships during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and serving as the flagship of Commodore Matthew C. Perry’s squadron in the opening of Japan. The Mississippi remained in service well into the Civil War, when it was destroyed in March 1863 by Confederate shore batteries at Port Hudson, Louisiana.

The screw propeller, credited both to Francis Petit Smith of England and John Ericsson of Sweden, helped overcome many of the objections to steam propulsion for warships. More efficient than the paddlewheel because the entire propeller remained underwater, it was also protected from enemy fire. The U.S. Navy steam sloop Princeton of 1843 was the world’s first propeller-driven warship. It incorporated a number of other firsts, including being the first warship with its machinery below the waterline (where it would be protected from enemy shot). Ericsson designed its power plant and propeller. The Princeton also incorporated the change to an armament of fewer and more powerful guns capable of firing both spherical shot and explosive shell. In tests between paddlewheel- and propeller-driven ships, the latter proved superior. Despite the shortcomings of early steam propulsion, even traditionalists among the naval officers came to appreciate the ability of steam as an auxiliary power source for maneuvering in conditions of contrary wind or no wind at all.

The new warfare waged under steam power brought new demands and new hazards. The fire room on a typical large Civil War steam warship had four vertical boilers, each of which held four furnaces. To achieve a speed of five knots without sails, the four boilers would consume as much as 3,400 pounds of anthracite coal per hour. To sustain a speed of six knots, a Cairo-class river ironclad consumed 2,000 pounds of coal per hour. Regardless of training, there was no way to prepare for a boiler explosion or ruptured steam tubes. During the Battle of Plum Point Bend (May 10, 1862) on the Mississippi River, Union rifled shells smashed into the boilers of three Confederate steamers, disabling them and releasing clouds of steam that killed more than 100 Confederates.

Despite problems, the number of steam warships continued to multiply. In March 1861, the U.S. Navy had only 90 ships, 42 of which were actually in commission. Twenty-three of these were steamers; the other 19 relied entirely on the wind for their propulsion. By the end of the war, the U.S. Navy had 671 vessels of all types. It counted 113 screw steamers and 52 paddle-wheeler steamers especially constructed for naval purposes; 71 ironclads; 323 steamers, either purchased or captured, fitted for naval purposes; and 112 sailing vessels of all kinds. The vast majority of ships in the Union fleet, 559 ships, were steam-powered.

By the 1890s, highly efficient steam engines were being installed on a new generation of large warships fitted with steel armor and long-range rifled guns arranged in turrets that were turned with steam shunted from the engine boiler. These new ships were faster, more maneuverable, and more powerful than their wood and iron predecessors. Improvements continued, including the steam turbine engine and the marine diesel engine.
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Stearns, George Luther

Birth Date: January 8, 1809

Death Date: April 9, 1867

Industrialist, abolitionist, and army recruiter. George Luther Stearns was born on January 8, 1809, in Medford, Massachusetts. In 1818, his father died. Six years later, the 15-year-old Stearns abandoned his educational pursuits to help support his mother and siblings by taking a job as a dry goods store clerk. He went on to become a wealthy merchant and industrialist. Much of his wealth came from manufacturing flexible pile lead.

A religious man, Stearns was raised as a Calvinist before accepting Unitarianism. Like many Christian philanthropists, he advocated social reform, most notably temperance. In the 1840s he also embraced abolitionism and subsequently participated in the Underground Railroad, creating the Medford station. In 1848 he supported the Free Soil Movement. After implementation of the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act, Stearns gave liberally to the New England Emigrant Aid Company and became director of the Massachusetts Kansas Aid Company in an attempt to make Kansas a free state. He also joined five other radical reformers in a secret committee to fund John Brown’s 1859 raid on Harpers Ferry, Virginia. Stearns had the distinction of being Brown’s greatest financial backer, supplying him with 200 Sharps rifles.

During the Civil War, Stearns worked tirelessly to advance his abolitionist principles. Believing that black soldiers were instrumental in advancing racial equality, Stearns played a key role in recruiting the 54th and 55th Massachusetts Colored Infantry Regiments and the 5th U.S. Colored Cavalry. In the summer of 1863, Secretary of War Edwin L. Stanton named Stearns the assistant adjutant general for the recruitment of African American troops, with the rank of major. Stearns oversaw the recruitment of more than 13,000 African American troops and helped to aid their families. After the war, he helped found the Freedmen’s Bureau. Stearns died on April 9, 1867, in New York City.
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Steedman, James Blair

Birth Date: July 29, 1817

Death Date: October 18, 1883

Union officer. James Blair Steedman was born in Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, on July 29, 1817. He had little formal education. Orphaned at age 15 when both his parents died, he became a printer. In 1835 he joined the Republic of Texas Army and fought in the Texas War of Independence (1835–1836). He moved to Ohio and began publishing the Northwest Democrat newspaper in 1838. Incredibly diversified, he then became a successful contractor involved in canal and railroad construction. Beginning in 1847, Steedman served two terms in the Ohio General Assembly. He then worked as a railroad conductor before going to California in 1849 to prospect for gold. Returning to Ohio, he served on the state board for public works (1852–1857). He was also admitted to the state bar and opened a law practice in Toledo. He became editor of the North-Western Democrat and the Toledo Times and a major general in the Ohio Militia in 1857. He also held a printing contract with the U.S. government (1856–1860). Steedman was a delegate to the 1860 Democratic National Convention, where he supported Stephen Douglas, and in 1860 Steedman ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. House of Representatives.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Steedman raised the 90-day 14th Ohio Infantry and was elected its colonel on April 27, 1861. The 14th Ohio first saw action in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia) in the Battle of Philippi (June 3, 1861). Steedman remained colonel of the 14th Ohio, which reenlisted as a three-year regiment on September 1, 1861.

Steedman’s regiment was ordered to the western theater and took part in the Battle of Mill Springs (January 19, 1862) in Kentucky and in the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862) in Mississippi. Advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on July 17, 1862, Steedman assumed command of a brigade in the Army of the Ohio. He distinguished himself in the Battle of Perryville (October 8) and the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) as well as during the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863).

Steedman was a hero of the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). Commanding a division in the Reserve Corps of the Army of the Cumberland, he played a key role in staving off a Union disaster when his men arrived just in time to prevent Major General George H. Thomas’s XIV Corps from being swept from the field. Steedman commanded the post of Chattanooga during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863) and until May 1864. Promoted to major general of volunteers in April 1864, he commanded the District of Etowah, Department of the Cumberland, from June to November 1864, in which role he supported Major General William T. Sherman’s advance on Atlanta (May–September) and his March to the Sea (November–December).

Rushed to Nashville during Confederate general J. B. Hood’s invasion of Tennessee, Steedman commanded 11 regiments of troops totaling some 5,200 men in the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864) and again distinguished himself. During June–December 1865, he commanded the Department of Georgia. He resigned from the army on August 18, 1866, and became collector of internal revenue at New Orleans (1866–1869). Returning to Toledo, he became editor of the Northern Ohio Democrat, and in 1870 he was elected to the Ohio Senate. In 1883 Steedman was appointed Toledo chief of police, holding that position until his death in Toledo on October 18, 1883.
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Steele, Frederick

Birth Date: January 14, 1819

Death Date: January 12, 1868

Union officer. Frederick Steele was born in Delhi, New York, on January 14, 1819. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843 in the class that included Ulysses S. Grant. Following garrison duty in New York and Michigan, Steele saw service in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was brevetted first lieutenant on August 20, 1847, for his role in the Battle of Contreras and to captain on September 13 for the Battle of Chapultepec. Promoted to first lieutenant on June 6, 1848, Steele was advanced to captain on February 5, 1855, and was stationed in California, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Kansas. In 1861 he was at Fort Leavenworth.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Steele was promoted to major in the 11th Infantry on May 14, 1861, and assigned to the Army of the West. His first important action came in the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861) in Missouri. He was appointed colonel of the 8th Iowa Infantry on September 23 and took command of a brigade in the 5th Division of the Army of the West. Steele was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on January 29, 1862, and assigned to the District of Southwest Missouri. In May he assumed command of the 1st Division, Army of the Southwest, and took part in the Arkansas Campaign in 1862 that saw the occupation of Helena.

Steele took command of a division in Major General William T. Sherman’s XIII Corps, Army of the Tennessee, on December 13, 1862, and took part in the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862) and in the capture of Fort Hindman/Arkansas Post (January 9–11, 1863). Steele was promoted to major general of volunteers on March 17, 1863, with date of rank of November 29, 1862. During the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), Steele commanded the 1st Division in XV Corps.

Following the capture of Vicksburg, Steele was given charge of U.S. forces in Arkansas (VII Corps) and ordered to clear the state of Confederate forces. He captured Little Rock on September 10, 1863. The next spring he was ordered to cooperate with Major General Nathaniel P. Banks in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) by driving on Shreveport from Little Rock. Both Banks and Steele were late in setting out, and the campaign was a fiasco. Steele’s force was driven back to Little Rock, but in the Battle of Jenkins’ Ferry (April 30), he managed to get most of his command across the Sabine River.

On March 13, 1865, Steele was brevetted brigadier general in the U.S. Army for Little Rock and major general in the U.S. Army for Vicksburg. In the spring of 1865, he commanded a division in the Siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12). During June and July, he commanded the Western District of Texas.

Steele remained in the army after the war and was appointed colonel of the 20th Infantry on July 28, 1866. That October, he was assigned command of the Department of the Columbia. He mustered out of the Volunteers on January 1, 1867. Steele died on January 12, 1868, from injuries sustained in a horse and buggy accident while on leave in San Mateo, California.
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Steele, William

Birth Date: May 1, 1819

Death Date: January 12, 1885

Confederate officer. Born in Albany, New York, on May 1, 1819, William Steele graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1840 and was assigned to the 2nd Dragoons, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1846. He took part in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was brevetted first lieutenant for his role in the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco. He was promoted to captain in 1851.

Much of Steele’s pre–Civil War service was in Texas, and he married into a Texas family in 1850. With the beginning of the Civil War, Steele resigned his U.S. Army commission on May 30, 1861. He was commissioned colonel of the 7th Texas Cavalry on October 29 and took part in Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign (November 1861–May 1862).

Appointed brigadier general with date of rank from September 12, 1862, Steele commanded Confederate forces in Indian Territory (Oklahoma) in 1863. In 1864 he took charge of the defenses of Galveston, Texas, and also participated in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), fighting as a part of Major General Richard Taylor’s command and winning plaudits for his role in the Battle of Pleasant Hill (April 9, 1864) in Louisiana. When Brigadier General Thomas Green was killed in the Battle of Blair’s Landing (April 12, 1864), Steele assumed command of his cavalry division until a permanent replacement was named. He then led his command to Arkansas before returning to Texas. He was paroled at San Antonio, Texas, on August 4, 1865.

Steele settled in San Antonio, where he became a merchant. Moving to Austin in 1873, he was adjutant general of Texas (1874–1879), carrying out a reorganization of the Texas Rangers. Steele died in San Antonio on January 12, 1885.
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Steele’s Bayou Expedition

Start Date: March 14, 1863

End Date: March 25, 1863

Operation during the lengthy Union effort to capture Vicksburg. The Steele’s Bayou Expedition (March 14–25, 1863) was a precursor to the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). U.S. Navy Mississippi River Squadron commander Rear Admiral David D. Porter hoped to be able to land Union troops above Haynes’ Bluff, turning the Confederate flank. The entrance to Steele’s Bayou lies six miles upriver from the mouth of the Yazoo River and seven miles north of Vicksburg by land.

With the apparent failure of the Yazoo Pass Expedition (February–April 1863), Porter discovered what he believed to be an alternative approach that would enable Union forces to assault Vicksburg from the northeast and thus avoid the necessity of engaging the city’s formidable river batteries. Porter planned to proceed from the Mississippi River via the mouth of the Yazoo River north into Steele’s Bayou and then on through Black Bayou, Deer Creek, and southward through the Rolling Fork and Big Sunflower Rivers back into the Yazoo River to assault Confederate defenses at Haynes’ Bluff and Drumgould’s Bluff.

Porter began the expedition on March 14, 1863, entering Steele’s Bayou with the ironclads Mound City, Louisville, Carondelet, Cincinnati, and Pittsburg, along with four mortar schooners and four tugs. Major General William T. Sherman and 10,000 men of his XV Corps followed. Porter soon discovered, however, that the bayou channels were narrow, shallow, and overgrown, drastically slowing progress, as Union sailors had to remove numerous low-hanging branches and fallen trees. In certain spots, the ships could make only a half a mile per hour. In Black Bayou, progress was slowed by a dense forest of trees that had to be pushed aside or dragged from the water. While navigating Deer Creek, Porter’s fleet encountered repeated Confederate obstructions near the Rolling Fork of the Sunflower River, which slowed the expedition further. Trees and undergrowth there again impeded progress, and Union seamen were forced to employ boat howitzers loaded with grape and canister shot to chase away Confederate sharpshooters.

As the flotilla approached the Sunflower River, a Confederate transport appeared and deposited both troops and light artillery on the levee. Porter estimated Confederate strength at about 4,000 men, and the Union transports with Sherman’s men were then some distance off. The Confederates, members of Brigadier General Winfield Scott Featherston’s brigade, were soon at work felling trees behind the squadron in an effort to trap the Union ships in place.

Recognizing the possibility that his fleet and men could be trapped and destroyed, Porter quickly requested aid from Sherman, sending a former slave acquainted with the area and entrusted with a note written on a tissue paper and wrapped in a tobacco leaf. While awaiting a reply, Porter prepared orders to scuttle the flotilla if necessary to prevent the ships from falling into Confederate hands.

As the Union troops struggled to reach Porter, the admiral attempted to deal with the Confederates ahead of him. Unable to elevate his ships’ guns sufficiently to engage the Confederate artillery on the top of the levee, Porter blasted away at the troops on the shore.

Sherman arrived with three of his regiments at Rolling Fork on March 22, and there was some skirmishing as they drove the Confederates from both banks. Then Porter’s fleet slowly withdrew back along the same route to Hill’s Plantation from whence it had started. Skirmishing occurred in Black Bayou during March 24–25. The March 14–25 expedition had covered 140 miles—70 each way—but, as with its predecessors, had ended in failure. As Porter summed up, “With the end of this expedition end all my hopes of getting Vicksburg in this direction.”

Porter lost one engineer killed and four sailors wounded by sniper fire. Sherman’s infantry suffered two deaths. Confederate casualties are not known. The Steele’s Bayou Expedition represented perhaps the best opportunity for Confederate forces to eliminate a significant portion of the Mississippi Squadron during the campaign. Porter’s squadron would play a vital role throughout the Second Vicksburg Campaign until the city’s surrender on July 4, 1863.
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Stembel, Roger Nelson

Birth Date: December 17, 1810

Death Date: November 20, 1900

Union naval officer. Roger Nelson Stembel was born in Middletown, Maryland, on December 17, 1810. He received a midshipman’s warrant on March 27, 1832, and was promoted to passed midshipman on June 23, 1838. He saw extensive service afloat in the West India, Mediterranean, Home, Brazil, China, and East India Squadrons and was promoted to lieutenant on October 26, 1843.

At the start of the Civil War, Stembel was assigned to the Western Gunboat Flotilla. There he helped oversee the conversion of three merchant steamers into so-called timberclads and took command of one of them, the Lexington. Promoted to commander on July 1, 1861, he saw action at Lucas’ Bend (September 10, 1861), in the Battles of Belmont (November 7, 1861) and Fort Henry (February 6, 1862), and during the capture of Island No. 10 (March–April 1862). While commanding the ironclad Cincinnati in the bombardment of Fort Pillow beginning in April, Stembel took part in the Battle of Plum Point Bend (May 10, 1862). His ship having been rammed and in sinking condition, he was on deck directing operations when he was hit and badly wounded by a Confederate sharpshooter.

Invalided in 1863 as a consequence of his wound, Stembel served ashore at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, during 1864 and 1865. Promoted to captain on July 25, 1866, he commanded the screw sloop Canandaigua in the European Squadron (1865–1867). He was advanced to commodore on July 13, 1870, and was then stationed ashore at Boston. Stembel retired on December 27, 1872. He was promoted to rear admiral on the retired list on June 5, 1874. Stembel died in New York City on November 20, 1900.
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Stephens, Alexander Hamilton

Birth Date: February 11, 1812

Death Date: March 4, 1883

Vice president of the Confederate States of America. Born in Crawfordville, Georgia, on February 11, 1812, Alexander Hamilton Stephens graduated from the Franklin College (University of Georgia) in 1832. After teaching for two years, he studied law and opened a successful practice in Crawfordville. In 1836 he was elected to the Georgia House of Representatives, and in 1842 he moved to the Georgia Senate. That same year he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, and he was reelected every two years from that time through 1856. He did not seek reelection in 1858. Until his last two terms in Congress, Stephens was a Whig, but as the sectional crisis heated up, he became a more strident defender of slavery and switched his party affiliation to the Democrats.
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Alexander Hamilton Stephens of Georgia was vice president of the Confederate States of America. A doctrinaire advocate of states’ rights, Stephens headed the Confederate delegation to the unsuccessful Hampton Roads Peace Conference in February 1865. (National Archives)

During the secession crisis of 1860 and 1861, Stephens served as a member of the Georgia Secession Convention but advocated that the Southern states remain within the Union. Although he claimed that the Southern states had the right to secede, he argued that such a step was unnecessary because the Republicans would not have the political power in Congress to accomplish their antislavery goals, even with possession of the White House, and that the U.S. Supreme Court would long remain a reliable bulwark of slavery. When secession nevertheless occurred, Stephen was elected a member of the convention that founded the Confederacy and became its first congress. When the convention assembled in February 1861 in Montgomery, Alabama, Stephens helped write the Confederate Constitution and then was elected vice president on February 9, 1861.

The following month in Savannah, Georgia, Stephens made his most famous speech. In the address that came to be known as the “Cornerstone Speech,” he emphatically stated that slavery was the sole cause of the breakup of the Union. The Founding Fathers, he maintained, had been wrong in their fundamental belief that all human beings are created with equal rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. “Our new government,” he went on to explain, “is founded upon exactly the opposite idea; its foundations are laid, its cornerstone rests, upon the great truth that the negro is not equal to the white man; that slavery—subordination to the superior race—is his natural and normal condition.” The Confederate government, he added, was “the first, in the history of the world, based upon this great physical, philosophical, and moral truth.”

During the Civil War, Stephens became a perpetual thorn in the side of President Jefferson Davis’s administration. Stephens was a doctrinaire advocate of states’ rights, and the fact that the Confederacy, as he himself had admitted, was not about states’ rights meant that Stephens was part of a small but vocal minority protesting various ways in which the Davis administration, with the support of the Confederate Congress, set aside what Stephens saw as strict observance of the Confederate Constitution and the niceties of states’ rights in order to wage war more effectively. Stephens spent most of the war not in the Confederate capital at Richmond but rather at his estate, called Liberty Hall, near Crawfordville, vigorously denouncing Davis and the Confederate government, of which Stephens nevertheless remained vice president. Scholars have speculated that one reason Davis never indulged his known desire to assume field command of one or more of the Confederacy’s armies was that Stephens was unavailable and could not be trusted to administer the government even temporarily in Davis’s absence.

Late in the war, Stephens added his voice to those calling for some sort of negotiated peace, and he also added unwillingness to negotiate to the long catalog of sins for which he denounced Davis.

Davis astutely dealt with the rising clamor for negotiation by appointing Stephens to lead a commission to meet with Union authorities. Stephens’s delegation met with Lincoln and U.S. secretary of state William H. Seward on a Union steamer in Hampton Roads on February 3, 1865. Lincoln was willing to make vast concessions, including the possibility of monetary compensation for slaves, but insisted on union and complete emancipation. As Davis had anticipated, the majority of the Confederate people were unwilling to accept such terms and rallied to support the war for the remaining 10 weeks until final collapse in April.

Union forces captured Stephens at Liberty Hall on May 11, 1865, and briefly imprisoned him at Fort Warren in Boston. After the war he wrote A Constitutional View of the War between the States, in which he maintained that the Confederacy had been fighting for states’ rights and constitutionalism after all. For a time, he resumed his career in the U.S. House of Representatives and served as Georgia’s governor for only a few months before his death in Atlanta on March 4, 1883.
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Steuart, George Hume

Birth Date: August 24, 1828

Death Date: November 22, 1903

Confederate officer. George Hume Steuart was born in Baltimore, Maryland, on August 24, 1828. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1848 and was commissioned in the 2nd Dragoons. Steuart was promoted to first lieutenant in the new 1st Cavalry on March 3, 1855, and to captain on December 20, 1855. Most of his service was on the western frontier.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Steuart resigned his U.S. Army commission on April 22, 1861. He was commissioned a captain of cavalry in the Confederate Army on March 16, 1861, and was appointed lieutenant colonel of the 1st Maryland Infantry on June 17. Steuart saw combat at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), when he commanded the regiment. He was promoted to colonel to date from July 21 and appointed brigadier general effective March 6, 1862.

Assigned to Major General Richard S. Ewell’s division in the Valley District during April and May 1862, in June Steuart took command of a brigade in II Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia and took part in Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). Steuart was seriously wounded in the Battle of Cross Keys (June 8, 1862).

Following a protracted recovery, from May 1863 to May 1864 “Maryland” Steuart, as he came to be known, commanded a brigade in Major General Edward Johnson’s Division, II Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. Steuart was wounded in the arm at Payne’s Farm, Virginia, on November 27, 1863, during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). Taken prisoner on May 12 at Spotsylvania, Virginia, he was exchanged on August 3.

For the remainder of the war, Steuart commanded a brigade in Major General George E. Pickett’s division of I Corps. Steuart took part in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865), and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). He was paroled at Appomattox on April 9 and pardoned on November 26, 1865.

After the war Steuart became a farmer in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. He was also for many years commander of the Maryland division of the United Confederate Veterans. Steuart died at South River, Maryland, on November 22, 1903.
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Stevens, Clement Hoffman

Birth Date: August 14, 1821

Death Date: July 25, 1864

Confederate officer. Clement Hoffman Stevens was born in Norwich, Connecticut, on August 14, 1821. When Stevens was very young, his family moved to Florida and then to Pendleton, South Carolina. For several years Stevens was secretary to his relative, U.S. Navy commodore William Shubrick. In 1842 Stevens joined the Planters and Mechanics Bank at Charleston and was its cashier at the beginning of the Civil War.

First a colonel in the South Carolina Militia, Stevens developed harbor defenses at Charleston. Regarded as an ordnance expert, he designed a revolutionary battery, reinforced by railroad iron, for the defense of Morris Island. Stevens fought in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and was wounded there while serving as a volunteer aide-de-camp to his brother-in-law, Brigadier General Bernard Bee, who was killed in the battle.

Elected colonel of the 24th South Carolina Infantry on April 1, 1862, Stevens commanded that regiment and was again wounded in the Battle of Secessionville (June 16, 1862). He served at various places along the Carolina coast for the next 11 months. Sent west in a brigade commanded by Brigadier General States Rights Gist, Stevens served in the so-called Army of Relief during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). He then joined the Army of Tennessee. While fighting in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), he was again badly wounded on September 20.

Praised for his bravery in battle, Stevens was known as “Rock” by his men. He was appointed brigadier general on January 20, 1864, and commanded a brigade in Major General William H. T. Walker’s division of I Corps in the Army of Tennessee during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Stevens led his brigade with great effectiveness until wounded in the head during the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20, 1864). Taken to Atlanta, he died there on July 25, 1864.
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Stevens, Isaac Ingalls

Birth Date: March 25, 1818

Death Date: September 1, 1862

Union officer. Isaac Ingalls Stevens was born in Andover, Massachusetts, on March 25, 1818. Frail and plagued by ill health as a child, he stood barely five feet tall as an adult. Nevertheless, his keen intellect and driven ambitions served him well. After attending Phillips Academy for a brief time, he enrolled at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point and graduated first in his class in 1839. He was commissioned a second lieutenant of engineers and served along the East Coast constructing and fortifying defensive works, earning promotion to first lieutenant in 1840. Stevens saw action during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) in the Battles of Cerro Gordo, Churubusco, and Contreras. Brevetted captain and then major, he was seriously wounded during the drive on Mexico City in September 1847.

During a long convalescence, Stevens wrote Campaigns of the Rio Grande and of Mexico, which was published in 1851. In the autumn of 1849, he began serving as the chief assistant to Alexander Bache, head of the U.S. Coast Survey in the War Department. In 1852 Stevens staunchly supported Franklin Pierce’s Democratic Party presidential bid. Stevens delivered a number of electrifying speeches on behalf of Pierce and also penned numerous editorials backing his candidacy. As a result, after Pierce became president in 1853, he promptly rewarded Stevens with the governorship of the Washington Territory. Stevens resigned his army commission in March 1853 to take up his new position.

Stevens’s tenure as governor was steeped in controversy. Although he worked indefatigably and in accordance with policies set in Washington, his handling of Native Americans especially left much to be desired. Both whites and Native Americans accused him of extreme hubris and having dictatorial proclivities. In an attempt to reserve land for white settlement and to make room for a proposed transcontinental railway, Stevens entered into negotiations with the various Native American tribes in the region to purchase millions of acres of land and to limit tribes to prescribed reservations. The resultant Indian unrest brought a heavy-handed response. In 1856 Stevens successfully ran for the U.S. House of Representatives, representing his territory. He took office in March 1857 and was reelected in 1858. In 1860 he served as chairman of the John C. Breckinridge campaign for the presidency.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, Stevens promptly sought an army commission. In July 1861 he was commissioned colonel of the 79th New York Infantry Regiment, a unit that had been plagued by poor leadership and mutiny. Within weeks, Stevens had whipped the 79th New York into shape, taking it south to Virginia and then to South Carolina. In September 1861 Stevens was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. He commanded the army post in Beaufort, South Carolina, and on June 16, 1862, led an infantry division in the failed assault on Secessionville, south of Charleston.

Stevens was then ordered to Virginia to assume command of a division in XI Corps, Army of the Potomac, which supported the Army of Virginia in the Second Bull Run Campaign. He saw early action in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 26–September 1, 1862) and brought up the rear of Major General John Pope’s army during the withdrawal to Washington, D.C. Stevens’s force was assaulted by Confederate troops under Major General Thomas J. Jackson at the Battle of Chantilly (September 1, 1862) in Virginia. During the melee, Stevens was struck and killed instantly by a rifle ball to the head. He was posthumously promoted to major general of volunteers.
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Stevens, Thaddeus

Birth Date: April 4, 1792

Death Date: August 11, 1868

Influential Pennsylvania politician who led the Radical Republicans in Congress. Born on April 4, 1792, in Danville, Vermont, Thaddeus Stevens grew up in poverty after his father abandoned the family but graduated from Dartmouth College in 1814. He then moved to Pennsylvania, was admitted to the state bar in 1816, and established a law practice in Gettysburg.

Stevens began his political career in 1833 in the state legislature, where he served until 1841, taking stands against slavery and freemasonry. He quickly established a reputation as an aggressive, fiercely uncompromising leader in Pennsylvania affairs. During this period, Stevens, a determined abolitionist, defended fugitive slaves free of charge. He once reportedly paid $300 to secure the release of a hotel servant who was about to be sold away from his family.
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Congressman Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania chaired the House Ways and Means Committee and led the Radical Republicans in Congress. He insisted on aggressive prosecution of the war and urged harsh treatment of the South. (National Archives)

After eight years in the state legislature, Stevens was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Whig in 1848 and served until 1853. Opposed to the Compromise of 1850, he was especially virulent and caustic in his denunciation of the Fugitive Slave Act (1850). After leaving the House in 1853 in disgust over the moderation of his colleagues on the slavery issue, Stevens joined the new Republican Party in 1856. Reelected to the House in 1858 as a Republican, he used his sarcastic wit, knowledge of parliamentary procedure, and eloquence to become the leader of the Radical Republicans. First as the chairman of the Ways and Means Committee and then as the head of the Appropriations Committee, Stevens came to command tremendous authority in the House.

Stevens’s passion earned him the admiration of many of his colleagues. However, his stubbornness, harsh language, and vindictive nature, while making him a formidable adversary, prevented him from achieving greatness. As chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee during the Civil War, he urged President Abraham Lincoln to deal harshly with the “rebels” of the South. Stevens also called for the emancipation of all slaves and the confiscation of planter estates in the South to be divided into small farms for the freed African Americans. Stevens helped to secure the passage of increased protective tariffs, encouraged the construction of railroads through government subsidies, backed the issuing of paper money (greenbacks), and fought to allow African Americans to enlist in the Union Army.

After Andrew Johnson became president in April 1865, Stevens served on the Joint Committee on Reconstruction. He openly battled against the conciliatory policies of the president. Stevens succeeded in imposing military Reconstruction on the South, which he viewed as a “conquered province” with which Congress could do as it pleased. Throughout the first few years of Reconstruction, Stevens remained an ardent supporter of granting full African American civil rights and believed that the South should be severely punished for what he saw as its treachery.

It was Stevens who introduced the resolution in the House calling for the impeachment of President Johnson. However, Stevens’s failing health prevented him from taking part in the trial itself. Deeply depressed by the president’s acquittal in 1868, Stevens died shortly thereafter on August 11, 1868, in Washington, D.C.
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Stevens, Walter Husted

Birth Date: August 24, 1827

Death Date: November 12, 1867

Confederate officer. Born at Penn Yan, New York, on August 24, 1827, Walter Husted Stevens graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1848 and was commissioned in the engineers. He was promoted to first lieutenant on July 1, 1855. Stevens’s assignments were almost exclusively in Louisiana and Texas. This fact and his marriage to a sister of future Confederate general Louis Hébert made Stevens a Southerner in sentiment.

Stevens attempted to resign his U.S. Army commission but was refused (he was dismissed from the service on May 2, 1861). He then secured a commission as a major of engineers in the Confederate Army on March 16. He served as engineer on the staff of Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and was then chief engineer for General Joseph E. Johnston and the Army of Virginia and served in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). When General Robert E. Lee succeeded Johnston in command of the Army of Northern Virginia, Lee assigned Stevens the task of improving the defenses of Richmond, to which he devoted much time and energy.

Stevens was promoted to colonel on March 3, 1863. Named chief engineer of the Army of Northern Virginia, he was appointed brigadier general on August 28, 1864. He had charge of improving and extending the formidable Petersburg defenses during the long siege there (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Supposedly the last uniformed Confederate officer to evacuate Richmond during the night of April 2, 1865, Stevens surrendered with the rest of the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox, Virginia, and was paroled there on April 9, 1865.

Postbellum, Stevens immigrated to Mexico and accepted the position of chief engineer of the Mexican Imperial Railroad from Emperor Maximilian, who sought to construct a rail line from Mexico City to Veracruz. Stevens died of yellow fever in Veracruz on November 12, 1867.
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Stevenson, Carter Littlepage

Birth Date: September 21, 1817

Death Date: August 15, 1888

Confederate officer. Carter Littlepage Stevenson was born near Fredericksburg, Virginia, on September 21, 1817. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838 and was commissioned in the 5th Infantry. He was promoted to first lieutenant on September 22, 1840, and to captain on June 30, 1847. Stevenson served on the western frontier and performed well during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He subsequently served in Texas and Florida and in the Utah Expedition.

With the start of the Civil War, his commanding officer failed to submit Stevenson’s resignation, and Stevenson was duly dismissed from the U.S. Army on June 25, 1861. The following month he was appointed colonel of the 53rd Virginia Infantry. He served as assistant adjutant general of the Army of the Northwest from July 1861 to March 1862. Appointed a brigadier general on February 27, 1862, he assumed command of a brigade in the Army of East Tennessee in March and engaged the Federals commanded by Brigadier General George W. Morgan at Cumberland Gap on June 18.

Appointed major general on October 10, 1862, Stevenson commanded a division in the Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana. He took part in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and was taken prisoner with the surrender of Vicksburg on July 4.

Exchanged on October 16, 1863, Stevenson commanded a division first in the Army of Tennessee, seeing combat in its major battles from the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November), during which he commanded the troops driven from Lookout Mountain on November 24, to the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865) in North Carolina, with the exception of the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864). He was particularly active during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and during and after the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864), when his division covered the army’s retreat from Tennessee. He was paroled at Greensboro, North Carolina, on May 1, 1865.

Following the war, Stevenson was employed as a civil and mining engineer. He died at Caroline County, Virginia, on August 15, 1888.
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Stevenson, John Dunlap

Birth Date: June 8, 1821

Death Date: January 22, 1897

Union officer. John Dunlap Stevenson was born in Staunton, Virginia, on June 8, 1821. A graduate of South Carolina College, Stevenson studied law in Staunton and was admitted to the Virginia bar but then moved to Missouri, where he opened a law practice. He fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a captain in the 1st Missouri Mounted Volunteers (June 1846–June 1847). He then moved to St. Louis and was several times elected to the Missouri state legislature.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Stevenson remained loyal to the Union and was commissioned colonel of the 7th Missouri Infantry on June 1, 1861. He fought in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and commanded a brigade in XIII Corps of the Army of the Tennessee during the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862). Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on March 13, 1863, to date from November 29, 1862, he commanded the 3rd Brigade, 3rd Division, XVII Corps, Army of the Tennessee, from December to July 1863, serving with the brigade throughout the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). He briefly commanded his division before heading the District of Corinth.

In preparation for the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Stevenson commanded 2,500 men protecting the Tennessee & Alabama Railroad. He resigned his commission on April 22, 1864. But on August 8, he was reappointed brigadier general with his original date of rank and took command of the District of Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, which he headed until April 1865. Brevetted major general on March 13, 1865, he mustered out of the Volunteers on January 15, 1866.

After the war, Stevenson was commissioned colonel of the 30th Infantry on July 28, 1866. On March 2, 1867, he was brevetted brigadier general for his role in the Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863). After a period without assignment (March 1869–December 1870) during a reduction in the size of the army, Stevenson assumed command of the 25th Infantry. Discharged on his own request on December 31, 1870, Stevenson resumed his law practice in St. Louis, where he died on January 22, 1897.
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Stewart, Alexander Peter

Birth Date: October 2, 1821

Death Date: August 30, 1908

Confederate officer. Alexander Peter Stewart was born on October 2, 1821, in Rogersville, Tennessee. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of artillery but resigned his commission three years later. Stewart subsequently taught at Cumberland University (Lebanon, Tennessee) as well as the University of Nashville.

Although he was a member of the Whig Party and opposed secession, when Tennessee voted to secede, Stewart cast his lot with his native state. When Tennessee’s forces were mustered into the Confederate Army on August 15, 1861, Stewart held the rank of major in an artillery unit. On November 8, 1861, he was promoted to brigadier general. He went on to play a role in virtually every campaign waged by what became the Confederate Army of Tennessee, including the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862); the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), after which he became a division commander; the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863); the battles for Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863); the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864); and General John Bell Hood’s failed invasion of Tennessee (September 18–December 27, 1864). Known as “Old Straight,” Stewart proved to be a capable commander and was promoted to major general on June 2, 1863, and to lieutenant general on June 23, 1864, when he assumed command of a corps during the Atlanta Campaign. He commanded the remnant of the Army of Tennessee during the Carolina Campaign and fought well in the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865).

After the war, Stewart resumed working at Cumberland University. After pursuing business interests in St. Louis, Missouri, he was elected chancellor of the University of Mississippi in 1874 and served in this capacity for 12 years. Stewart died on August 30, 1908, in Biloxi, Mississippi.
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St. John, Isaac Munroe

Birth Date: November 19, 1827

Death Date: April 7, 1880

Confederate officer. Born in Augusta, Georgia, on November 19, 1827, but raised in New York City, Isaac Munroe St. John graduated from Yale University in 1845. Following a short period of interest in the law, he moved to Baltimore, Maryland, in 1847 and became assistant editor of the Baltimore Patriot newspaper. He then settled on the career for which he was most suited, civil engineering, working for the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. In 1855 he returned to Georgia and worked on the Blue Ridge Railroad.

With the beginning of the Civil War, St. John initially joined the Confederate Army as a private in the South Carolina Militia, but when his engineering expertise became known, he was assigned as chief engineer to Major General John B. Magruder. Commissioned a captain of engineers in February 1862, St. John rendered valuable service in the construction of Confederate fortifications during the early part of Union major general George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862).

Promoted to major in May 1862, St. John was assigned to the new Nitre Bureau in Richmond, which was responsible for the production of gunpowder, work that was absolutely essential to the war effort. His important contributions in organizing the production and distribution of gunpowder led to his promotion to lieutenant colonel on May 28, 1863, and to colonel on June 15, 1864. His operation evolved into the Bureau of Nitre and Mining. Under St. John’s direction, the bureau produced an abundant supply of saltpeter for gunpowder production but proved less successful in extracting iron ore and coal as vital areas came under Union control. With the unpopular and ineffective commissary general Colonel Lucius B. Northrop in poor health, St. John assumed that post on February 16, 1865, as a brigadier general.

St. John accompanied Jefferson Davis and other Confederate officials when they evacuated Richmond on April 2, 1865. St. John surrendered in Thomasville, Georgia, on May 23. Returning to Richmond, he took the amnesty oath there on June 18.

St. John then resumed his career as a civil engineer in Kentucky, and from 1866 to 1869 he was chief engineer of the Louisville, Cincinnati & Lexington Railroad. In 1870 he became chief engineer of the City of Louisville, and in 1871 he became a consulting engineer of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad and chief engineer of the Lexington & Big Sandy Railroad. St. John held these posts until his death at White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, on April 7, 1880. Like his colleague Josiah Gorgas, St. John was a largely unsung hero of the Confederate war effort.
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Stoeckl, Eduard Andreevich de

Birth Date: 1804

Death Date: 1892

Russian diplomat and minister plenipotentiary to the United States (1854–1869). Eduard Andreevich de Stoeckl was born in Constantinople (now Istanbul) in the Ottoman Empire in 1804 while his father Andreas served as Austrian minister to the Porte. Stoeckl’s mother was a Russian noblewoman. As a young man, Stoeckl found work as a functionary in the Russian diplomatic corps, and in 1841 he traveled to the United States, where he was a secretary in the Russian legation. He gradually rose through the diplomatic ranks, and in 1850 he became chargé d’affaires, the number two position in the U.S. legation. In 1854 he was named Russian minister plenipotentiary to the United States. In this capacity, he wrote many letters to Prince Alexander Gorchakov, the Russian foreign minister, detailing the building sectional crisis in America and expressing his belief that the tension would ultimately result in disunion and perhaps civil war.

Stoeckl had meanwhile become an ally and admirer of New York senator William H. Seward, whom Stoeckl believed might be able to head off secession if elected to the presidency in 1860. When that failed to occur and Abraham Lincoln was elected that November, the Russian minister’s letters to Gochakov provided great detail on the secession of Southern states, beginning with South Carolina in December 1860. Stoeckl also wrote of his low opinion of Lincoln and his relatively high regard for Confederate president Jefferson Davis, whom he had gotten to know during the latter’s U.S. Senate career. After the war began, in the late spring of 1861 Stoeckl met with Seward and offered Russian mediation of the conflict. Seward rejected the offer, but Stoeckl was duty bound to maintain Russian neutrality.

As the war went on, Stoeckl met frequently with his British and French counterparts in Washington. And although he had doubts that the Union would triumph, he said nothing publicly that would even hint of favoritism. This strict neutrality helped convince U.S. officials that Russia was the most steadfast of friends among the major powers of Europe. In 1863 Stoeckl convinced the imperial court to send some of its naval assets on a goodwill visit to the United States. That summer, Russia’s Atlantic Fleet made a call at New York Harbor, while its Pacific Fleet visited San Francisco. This further cemented the U.S.-Russian relationship.

In 1866 after the war, Stoeckl conferred with Secretary Seward about the possibility of selling Alaska to the United States. That autumn, Stoeckl visited Gorchakov in Russia, who gave him the green light to engage the Americans in negotiations. The following year, Seward signed a treaty that purchased Alaska for $7.2 million, or about 2 cents per acre. Czar Alexander II rewarded Stoeckl with a lump-sum payment of $25,000 and a pension of $6,000 per year. Believing that he had deserved more recognition and remuneration, Stoeckl asked to be relieved of his post in 1868 and left the United States in 1869. He thereafter lived mostly in Paris, where he died in 1892.
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Stolbrand, Charles John

Birth Date: May 11, 1821

Death Date: February 3, 1894

Union officer. Charles John Stolbrand (Carlos Meuller Stohlbrand) was born near Kristianstad, Sweden, on May 11, 1821. In 1839 he entered the Swedish Army as an artillery cadet. He saw combat during the First Schleswig-Holstein War (1848), when he and some of the members of his regiment assisted the Danes in the defense of Copenhagen against the invading Prussians. In 1850 Stolbrand immigrated to the United States, where he became active in the Swedish community in Chicago.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Stolbrand organized an artillery company and was commissioned its captain on October 5, 1861. He was promoted to major on December 3. Stolbrand distinguished himself as an artillery officer in the Army of the Tennessee but was injured in a fall from his horse near Union City, Missouri, on March 31, 1862. He took part in the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862), the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), and the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863).

Stolbrand was serving as chief of artillery in a division in XVI Corps in the Army of the Tennessee at the beginning of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and was captured near Kingston, Georgia, on May 19, 1864, while reconnoitering. Escaping from the notorious Confederate Andersonville Prison in Georgia, he rejoined the army in October, taking command of the artillery in XV Corps. His command numbered some 1,000 men and 46 guns.

Stolbrand took part in Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865), but in January 1865, discouraged about his failure to win promotion, he requested to be mustered out of the service. Sherman did not want to lose a valuable officer, so he asked Stolbrand to carry important dispatches to President Abraham Lincoln. One of these was a request from Sherman for Stolbrand’s advancement. Upon reading this, Lincoln appointed Stolbrand a brigadier general of volunteers on the spot, on February 18, 1865. During the last few months of the war, Stolbrand commanded the 2nd Brigade, 4th Division, XVII Corps.

Stolbrand left the army on January 15, 1866. Later that year he settled in Columbia, South Carolina, and became active politically as a Republican. A delegate to the 1868 Republican National Convention, he was a presidential elector for Ulysses S. Grant. Stolbrand also was superintendent of the South Carolina state penitentiary and then superintendent of the new federal courthouse and post office in Charleston. He died in that city on February 3, 1894.
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Stone, Charles Pomeroy

Birth Date: September 30, 1824

Death Date: January 23, 1887

Union officer. Charles Pomeroy Stone was born in Greenfield, Massachusetts, on September 30, 1824. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1845. Stone fought in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning two brevets, and after the conflict spent 18 months in Europe studying the French, Prussian, and Swedish Armies. On his return, he was assigned as chief of ordnance for the Department of the Pacific in August 1851, receiving promotion to first lieutenant in 1853. Stone resigned his commission in 1856, taking a position with the Mexican government to conduct a mineral survey. In December 1860 while in Washington, he was asked to return to the army as inspector general of the city’s militia.

On May 14, 1861, Stone was appointed colonel of the new 14th U.S. Infantry Regiment and was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on August 6. He led a brigade in the Shenandoah Valley under Major General Robert Patterson before assuming command of a division on the upper Potomac River. At the Battle of Ball’s Bluff (October 21, 1861), his subordinate Colonel Edward Baker, a sitting U.S. senator and friend of President Abraham Lincoln, rashly attacked Confederate forces and was soundly beaten. Baker was killed, and Stone was held responsible for the affair. The Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War ordered Stone’s arrest in February 1862. He was held for more than six months at Forts Lafayette and Hamilton without being charged. On August 16, 1862, without apology or explanation, he was released and was eventually assigned to Major General Nathaniel Banks’s army. Stone served as chief of staff for Banks during the Siege of Port Hudson (May 21–July 9, 1863) and the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Typhoid and mental fatigue eventually forced his resignation on September 13, 1864.

After the war, Stone worked as a mining engineer in Virginia. From 1870 to 1883 he was chief of staff in the Egyptian Army, becoming a lieutenant general. Upon returning to America, he worked as an engineer for the Florida Ship Canal Company before serving as chief engineer for the construction of the Statue of Liberty’s pedestal. Stone died in New York City on January 23, 1887.
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Stone, Kate

See Holmes, Sarah Katherine Stone
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Stone, William Milo

Birth Date: October 14, 1827

Death Date: July 8, 1893

Union officer and governor of Iowa (1864–1868). William Milo Stone was born on October 14, 1827, in Jefferson County, New York. As a youth, he moved with his family to Ohio, where he received some secondary education. After serving as a boat crew member on the Ohio River and apprenticing as a chair maker, he studied law on his own initiative and was admitted to the bar in 1851. In 1854 he relocated to Knoxville, Iowa, setting up a law practice there. He also took control of the local newspaper, the Knoxville Journal. By 1856, Stone had become interested in politics and had joined the fledgling Republican Party, serving as an early party organizer. From 1857 to 1858, he held a district judgeship.

When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Stone enlisted in the Union Army as a private, rising to the rank of colonel, in the 22nd Iowa, in short order. He saw action and was wounded at the Battle of Liberty (September 17, 1861), also known as the Battle of Blue Mills, in Missouri. He was captured during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Later exchanged, he returned to command of the 22nd Iowa and then briefly commanded a brigade in the Army of Southeast Missouri before commanding a brigade in the Army of the Tennessee during the Second Vicksburg campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Stone resigned his commission in August 1863 and returned to Iowa.

Successfully running for Iowa governor in 1863, Stone was sworn into office in January 1864. He was elected to a second term in 1865. As governor, Stone strongly supported the Union war effort, pushed for the formation of a state agricultural college, helped establish Iowa’s first organized militia, organized assistance to families with members serving in the war, revoked the ban on the immigration of free blacks to Iowa, and helped shepherd Iowa’s passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which banned slavery. Stone, a personal friend of Abraham Lincoln, was on the train that returned the president’s body to Illinois and represented Iowa at Lincoln’s funeral.

After leaving office in January 1868, Stone temporarily left public life to pursue his law practice and a business venture. In 1877 he returned to politics, serving a one-year term in the Iowa House of Representatives (1878–1879). After serving for a time as the commissioner of the Land Office in Washington, D.C., Stone died in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Territory, on July 8, 1893.
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Stone Fleet

Failed Union attempt to obstruct access to key Southern ports. In October and November 1861, the U.S. Navy Department purchased a number of hulks, many of them former whaling vessels, with the intention of loading them with stones and sinking them as block ships in the channels off Charleston and Savannah. The plan called for 25 to be placed off Savannah and 20 off Charleston. Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles also promised the commander of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Commodore Samuel F. Du Pont, any additional hulks required for similar operations elsewhere.

The assembly of the large number of ships at Savannah in what became known as the Stone Fleet may have led Confederate leaders to assume that a major Union amphibious operation was imminent. In any case, it helped bring the Confederacy’s decision to abandon its fort on Wassaw Island, which dominated one means of access (the other being Tybee Roads) to the Savannah River.

The Stone Fleet was not a success, however. Seventeen of the hulks ultimately made it to Savannah on December 4, although a number were in sinking state, and four of these went down before they could be properly placed. Others were indeed scuttled off Tybee Island.

On December 20, Captain Charles H. Davis supervised the placement of 16 other Stone Fleet ships in the main ship channel on the bar at Charleston. While this action did block that channel for a time, blockade-runners could still access the port through the North and Maffitts Channels, and the operation had little long-range advantage for the Union blockaders. Indeed, the operation was something that Welles preferred to forget. General Robert E. Lee, then commanding the Confederate Military Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, called it an “abortive expression of the malice and revenge of a people,” but he also correctly concluded that the Stone Fleet revealed that the North was not then considering an attack on Charleston and that the Confederates should therefore prepare for attacks elsewhere along the coast.
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Stoneman, George, Jr.

Birth Date: August 22, 1822

Death Date: September 5, 1894

Union officer. George Stoneman Jr. was born on August 22, 1822, in Busti, New York, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842. Initially assigned to the 1st Dragoons, he served in a variety of posts in the Southwest and in California, saw combat during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), and took part in numerous actions against Native Americans. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1854 and the next year became a captain in the new 2nd Cavalry Regiment. He was stationed in Texas when the Civil War began and was promoted to major in May 1861.

Stoneman was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers on August 13, 1861. He led a cavalry brigade in the Army of the Potomac before being given command of an infantry division during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). Promoted to major general, to date from November 29, 1862, Stoneman led III Corps at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). He assumed command of the Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, in February 1863.

In the run-up to the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Stoneman led the Cavalry Corps on a large raid (April 28–May 8, 1863). Major General Joseph Hooker ordered Stoneman on a wide sweep south to disrupt the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia’s lines of supply and communication between Fredericksburg and Richmond, but the raid was put off by heavy rain, and when it did occur, Stoneman proceeded cautiously and failed to halt the supplies to Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Hooker’s decision to send Stoneman on the raid was a major mistake, as it deprived his army of critical intelligence and uncovered his right flank. Hooker blamed Stoneman in part for his defeat in the Battle of Chancellorsville and relieved him of command on May 22.

Stoneman was ordered to Washington, D.C., and from July held a desk job as chief of the Cavalry Bureau. He again received a field command in the early spring of 1864 when he took command of a cavalry division in Major General William T. Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). During Stoneman’s disastrous raid with Brigadier General Edward McCook (July 26–31), Stoneman disobeyed his orders to sever Atlanta’s rail communications in a forlorn effort to liberate Union prisoners at Macon and Andersonville and was captured on July 31 with some 700 of his men, giving him the distinction of being the highest-ranking Union officer taken by the Confederates in the war. On Sherman’s request, Stoneman was exchanged three months later.
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Major General General George Stoneman Jr. had a mixed record commanding Union cavalry raids. Captured along with some 700 of his men in Georgia during one of these raids, he was the highest ranking Union officer taken prisoner by the Confederates during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

In December 1864 Stoneman led another raid, this time to strike the salt and lead works in southwestern Virginia. This was by far his most successful foray; his force sustained few casualties and captured 4 towns, 19 cannon, 3,000 small arms, 25,000 rounds of artillery ammunition, and some 900 prisoners. Finally, during March 20–April 26, 1865, as Union forces were marching through North Carolina, Stoneman raided in western Virginia and western North Carolina, ripping up rail lines and destroying rail depots and Confederate ammunition stocks. By then, however, the raids had little military significance, as the war was all but won. Brevetted through major general in the regular army, Stoneman mustered out of the volunteers in September 1866.

Stoneman remained in the regular army after the war as colonel of the 21st Infantry, but he resigned in 1871 after his actions as commander of the Department of Arizona were called into question. He moved to California’s San Gabriel Valley and became involved in state politics. He was governor of California from 1883 to 1887. Stoneman died in Buffalo, New York, on September 5, 1894.
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Stoneman and McCook’s Raid

Start Date: July 26, 1864

End Date: July 31, 1864

Union cavalry operation during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). In July 1864, Union western theater commander Major General William T. Sherman’s forces were closing in on Atlanta. Finding it too strongly fortified and too extensive to invest, Sherman decided to send cavalry both east and west of the city to destroy lines of communication between Atlanta and the remainder of the Confederacy, forcing the Confederates to abandon the city.

Sherman ordered Major General George Stoneman, with three brigades of some 6,500 men, to proceed east of Atlanta, while Brigadier General Edward M. McCook and 3,500 men moved west of the city. The two were to join forces at Lovejoy’s Station, then cut the Macon & Western Railroad, the major rail link supplying Army of Tennessee commander General John B. Hood’s forces at Atlanta. Sherman also authorized Stoneman, on the latter’s request, to proceed farther south in an effort to release some 30,000 Union prisoners of war being held at Macon and Andersonville but on condition that the rail connection had been severed first.

Stoneman set out on July 26 but ignored Sherman’s orders and headed for Macon first. On July 27, Stoneman detached Brigadier General Kenner Garrard, sending him to Flat Rock to protect his rear. Stoneman crossed the Yellow River near Covington and proceeded down its left bank toward Macon. As a consequence of Stoneman’s decision, Confederate major general Joseph Wheeler was able to employ his 10,000 cavalry to defeat each of what were now three Union columns in detail. On July 28, Wheeler’s men routed Garrard’s division, which then returned to the Union lines.

On July 30, meanwhile, parts of Stoneman’s command wrecked railway facilities at Gordon and Griswold Station, destroying several locomotives and dozens of cars as well as a long railroad bridge over the Oconee. At Macon, however, Stoneman was turned back by strongly entrenched Georgia militiamen. After briefly shelling the Confederate positions, he attempted to withdraw. Early on July 31, he was brought to bay at Sunshine Church, 19 miles northeast of Macon, by 1,300 Confederate cavalry under Brigadier General Alfred Iverson Jr. Tricked into believing that he was surrounded by a superior force, Stoneman covered the escape northward of two of his brigades, then surrendered with about 700 men to Iverson. (Stoneman thus had the distinction of being the highest-ranking Union officer taken by the Confederates in the war. He was held prisoner before being exchanged late in September on Sherman’s request.)

McCook, meanwhile, had proceeded south, crossed the Chattahoochee River below Campbellton by his pontoon bridge, then marched to Lovejoy’s Station. With no sign of Stoneman, he set his men to work tearing up two miles of track, burning two trains of cars, and cutting five miles of telegraph lines. He also came across a Confederate wagon train and burned 500 wagons, killed 800 mules, and captured 422 Confederates. On July 30 near Newman, however, he was surrounded by Confederate cavalry and infantry and forced to abandon his prisoners and fight his way out. McCook lost about 600 men killed or captured before he and the remainder of his command were able to return piecemeal to Turner’s Ferry.

The Confederates quickly repaired the damage inflicted. Altogether Sherman’s cavalrymen had failed in their mission and had lost some 2,000 men in what served as a significant boost to the morale of the Atlanta defenders. The raid also reinforced Sherman’s already low opinion of cavalry.

Hood then dispatched Wheeler’s cavalry on a monthlong (August 10–September 10) raid against Union supply lines. This action failed to deter Sherman, however.
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Stoneman’s Raid during the Chancellorsville Campaign

Start Date: April 28, 1863

End Date: May 8, 1863

Counterproductive Union cavalry raid during the Chancellorsville Campaign. After taking command of the Union Army of the Potomac following the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Major General Joseph Hooker consolidated the army’s cavalry into a single corps of nearly 10,000 men. Major General George Stoneman commanded the corps, which was organized into three divisions of two brigades each under Brigadier Generals Alfred Pleasonton, William W. Averell, and David M. Gregg; these six brigades contained 21 volunteer regiments. Brigadier General John Buford led a reserve brigade of five regiments of regulars. Hooker intended that the cavalry play a more aggressive role than it had in the past.

As he prepared to move against Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia at Fredericksburg, Hooker ordered two of the cavalry divisions and the reserve brigade (retaining only the one division under Pleasonton) to carry out a major raid southward to disrupt Lee’s supply and communication lines. Hooker instructed Stoneman to get between Lee’s army and Richmond, “isolate him from his supplies,” and “inflict on him every possible injury.” The raid was to occur before Hooker carried out the main Union turning effort to the west of Fredericksburg, with the hope that it would starve Lee of supplies and force him to withdraw from Fredericksburg.

The raid was to commence from Falmouth on April 13, with the crossing of the Rappahannock River the next day. On April 14, the Union cavalrymen skirmished with and drove off Confederate defenders at Kelly’s Ford, but a severe storm brought flooding and made fording the river impossible. It was two weeks later, on April 28, when Stoneman’s cavalrymen were able to cross the Rappahannock, immediately followed by the Union infantry.

Stoneman’s troopers were in two columns totaling 7,400 men and four batteries of horse artillery. Averell’s division constituted the first and smaller column, while Stoneman accompanied the second column of Gregg’s division and Buford’s brigade. Averell’s command was to ride to Gordonsville, disperse rebel cavalry said to be off to the west, destroy track of the Orange & Alexandria Railroad, and mask the movement of the second column, which had as its goal the destruction of the critical Richmond, Fredericksburg, & Potomac Railroad.

The raid was for all intents and purposes a failure. Averell passed most of his time at Rapidan Station, where the Orange & Alexandria Railroad crossed the Rapidan, confronted by two regiments of dismounted Virginia cavalry but also held in place by a false report that a large Confederate force under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson was lying in wait at Gordonsville. On May 4, Hooker relieved the cautious Averell and ordered his command turned over to Pleasonton.

Stoneman, meanwhile, proceeded cautiously, concerned about the location of Major General James E. B. Stuart’s Confederate cavalry. The main Union column reached the south bank of the North Anna River on May 2 and commenced its work of destruction. The Union troopers captured a small Confederate wagon supply train, burned a bridge over the North Anna, and tore up some five miles of track of the Virginia Central Railroad, which, however, was not a key target. Two companies of the 1st Maine Cavalry fell in with some 1,000 Confederate cavalry under Brigadier General H. F. “Rooney” Lee, who captured two-thirds of them. Some of Stoneman’s men came within 10 miles of Richmond, but on May 5, with most of his horses judged not fit to continue, Stoneman ordered his men to retrace their steps, only to discover that the Confederate engineers had already repaired the earlier work of destruction. The troopers recommenced that work before regaining Union lines on May 8.

The raid was one of Hooker’s major mistakes of the Chancellorsville Campaign. The damage inflicted during it was easily repaired, and supplies had continued to flow to Lee’s army without interruption. Moreover, cavalrymen remaining under Pleasonton were insufficient to provide the intelligence that Hooker needed regarding Lee’s movements and to cover Hooker’s right wing. The raid, which was reviewed positively by the Northern press, did serve as an important morale booster to Union cavalrymen and marked the beginning of Union offensive cavalry operations in Virginia.

Looking at Stoneman’s 200 casualties, of which three-fourths were from straggling and only one-fourth from battle, Hooker with some justification believed that Stoneman had not been sufficiently aggressive. Hooker considered Stoneman partly responsible for the failure of the campaign and removed him from command on May 22. Stoneman became chief of the Cavalry Bureau in July, while Pleasonton assumed command of the Cavalry Corps.
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Stoneman’s Raid in Southwestern Virginia

Start Date: December 10, 1865

End Date: December 29, 1865

Successful Union cavalry raid. Destruction of the Confederate saltworks at Saltville in southwestern Virginia had long been a major Union military objective. Salt was necessary to preserve meat, and Saltville was the site of the most important saltworks in the South. Its importance can be gauged by the increase in production there from 15,000 bushels annually before the war to 4 million bushels in 1864. The destruction of the saltworks would greatly impair Confederate Army commissary activities.

Following the defeat of a Union force under Brigadier General Stephen G. Burbridge in the First Battle of Saltville (October 2, 1864), Major General George Stoneman took command of the Union cavalry in eastern Tennessee. Meanwhile, forces in Confederate major general John C. Breckinridge’s Department of Western Virginia and East Tennessee had been greatly depleted by the demand for manpower elsewhere, most notably to the east in the Richmond-Petersburg area. Stoneman was aware of that fact and was determined to capitalize on it.

After consolidating cavalry led by Burbridge and Brigadier General Alvan C. Gillem, on December 10, 1864, Stoneman departed Knoxville for Bristol with some 5,700 men: 4,200 cavalry and horse artillery under Burbridge and a brigade of 1,500 Tennessee horsemen under Gillem. At Kingsport, Tennessee, on December 13, the Union raiders encountered and defeated an understrength Confederate cavalry brigade commanded by Brigadier General Basil W. Duke, capturing its supply train and 84 men. The next day near Bristol, Stoneman defeated another Confederate cavalry unit under Brigadier General John C. Vaughan, preventing it from linking up with the rest of the Confederate forces under Breckinridge at Saltville and securing some 300 prisoners. On December 15, Stoneman first occupied Bristol and then Abington, Virginia, where he burned a number of buildings. He then bypassed Saltville to move against lead mines at Wytheville. In an effort to stop him, Breckinridge moved from Saltville to Marion, and on December 17–18 at Marion, the Confederates held their own against vastly superior Union numbers before withdrawing that evening southward toward North Carolina. Stoneman then destroyed the lead works and mines.

On December 20, Stoneman’s men entered Saltville, now undefended except by local militiamen and teamsters. The Union troops easily brushed these aside, and during the next two days they destroyed much of the saltworks as well as quantities of salt. On December 22, they quit Saltville to return to Knoxville. In the course of 12 days, Stoneman’s men took 900 prisoners, 19 guns, some 3,000 muskets, and perhaps 3,000 horses and mules. In addition to the saltworks and lead mines and works, he also destroyed bridges and a number of factories and did considerable damage to the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad. Stoneman’s men returned to Knoxville on December 29, having ridden some 460 miles.
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Stoneman’s Raid into North Carolina and Virginia

Start Date: March 20, 1865

End Date: April 26, 1865

Union cavalry raid near the end of the Civil War. On February 27, 1865, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant ordered Major General George H. Thomas, commanding the Army of the Cumberland, to instruct Major General George Stoneman at Knoxville, Tennessee, essentially to repeat his raid of December 1864 and disrupt the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad in Virginia and the North Carolina Railroad and the Danville-Greensboro line (Piedmont Railroad) in North Carolina and destroy other Confederate infrastructure and property. Stoneman’s force consisted of Brigadier General Alvan C. Gillem’s division of three brigades under Colonels William J. Palmer, S. B. Brown, and John K. Miller.

Stoneman’s force of 6,000 men and four guns formed at Mossy Creek near Knoxville. The men departed on March 20, reached Morristown, and then proceeded via Bull’s Gap across Iron Mountain to Boone, North Carolina, on March 26, which they took by surprise. The raiders then crossed the Blue Ridge Mountains to Wilkesboro on March 29 and from there entered southwestern Virginia on April 2. Encountering little resistance, they destroyed cotton mills and burned cotton while living off the produce of the areas through which they rode. In Virginia, they occupied the depot of Christiansburg on the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad and then proceeded to tear up track from Wytheville to within four miles of Lynchburg. Freed African American males who were fit for military service were enlisted in the 119th U.S. Colored Troops.

Stoneman then headed south again, reentering North Carolina on April 9. He then divided his force. Palmer’s brigade proceeded to Salem, while the other two brigades moved against Salisbury. Palmer’s men tore up track of the North Carolina Railroad north and south of Greensboro. They then moved on to High Point, where they burned the depot and 1,700 bales of cotton.

Stoneman and the main body crossed the Yadkin River at Huntsville on April 11. East of Salisbury, Stoneman’s men surprised a Confederate detachment. Its men fled, abandoning 100 new muskets.

On April 12, Stoneman’s men entered the important Confederate railway hub and supply depot of Salisbury. Stoneman had hoped to be able to free a large number of Union prisoners of war being held at Salisbury Prison, but the men had been moved the month before. The raiders burned the prison, four cotton factories, 7,000 bales of cotton, and substantial quantities of supplies. Stoneman’s men also tore up a considerable length of railroad track.

On April 13, Stoneman headed for eastern Tennessee, proceeding by way of Statesville and Lenoir. On April 19, Major E. E. C. Moderwell and 250 men burned the 1,150-foot bridge of the Charlotte & South Carolina Railroad spanning the Catawba River. After a skirmish with Confederate cavalry, Moderwell returned to the main body with the Confederate bridge guard of 230 prisoners, 2 artillery pieces, and 200 horses. Stoneman then occupied Asheville on April 25 before reentering Tennessee on April 26.

In all, Stoneman’s raid covered more than 600 miles and led to the capture of 2,000 prisoners, 23 artillery pieces taken in action and 21 that had been abandoned, and a large number of small arms. Despite the raid’s tactical success, it accomplished little in a strategic sense, as the war was all but over. The raid’s main effect was to slow the postwar recovery of the region.
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Stones River, Battle of

Start Date: December 31, 1862

End Date: January 2, 1863

Large sanguinary engagement fought outside of Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Following the Confederate defeat at Perryville, Kentucky, on October 8, 1862, Union forces moved into central Tennessee. That same month, Major General William S. Rosecrans assumed command of the Union Army of the Cumberland, assigned to conduct operations in Tennessee.

Prodded by his superiors to act, Rosecrans waited until he believed that he had accumulated sufficient supplies, departing Nashville on December 26, 1862. His army moved in three columns southeastward in the direction of Chattanooga. Major General Alexander M. McCook commanded the right wing, Major General George H. Thomas had charge of the center, and Major General Thomas L. Crittenden commanded the left wing. Crittenden’s left wing advanced astride the Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad, which crossed Stones River.

The Union force totaled approximately 47,000 men. During December 26–30 the army covered about 30 miles, almost reaching Murfreesboro, where Confederate general Braxton Bragg and his 38,000-man Army of Tennessee awaited the Union advance on Stones River. Bragg’s army was deployed on a 4-mile front, approximately 1.5 miles west and northwest of Murfreesboro. Lieutenant Generals Leonidas Polk and William Hardee commanded Bragg’s two corps. Bragg’s cavalry consisted of two brigades of experienced horsemen commanded by Brigadier Generals Joseph Wheeler and John Wharton. As the two armies closed, both Bragg and Rosecrans planned offensive actions. Ironically, the two commanders came up with approximately the same plan of holding with their right flank and attacking with their left.

Bragg began the battle. At 6:22 a.m. on December 31, Major General John P. McCown’s division of Hardee’s corps, supported by Wharton’s cavalry, struck the Union right flank, where General McCook’s corps was supposed to attack at 7:00 a.m. to extend the Confederate line, but the Union soldiers were then just finishing breakfast and were taken completely by surprise. Major General Patrick R. Cleburne’s division moved just behind McCown. These divisions of Hardee’s corps drove back McCook’s corps. Meanwhile, the Confederate cavalry circled wide to harass the Union rear.

Brigadier General Philip Sheridan, commanding a division of McCook’s corps, rallied his men and repelled three Confederate attacks, briefly holding up the Southern advance. But by midmorning, the entire Union flank was in retreat and being driven back into Thomas’s corps.

As the Federals fell back on the Nashville Pike, Rosecrans recalled the first Union division sent across Stones River, one of two that were to have assaulted the Confederate right, held by Major General John C. Breckinridge’s single division. Rosecrans then shifted two divisions into a defensive posture in front of the massed Union artillery at the Nashville Pike. The spirited Union defense of Round Forest, a wooded area around the pike and the paralleling Chattanooga & Nashville Railroad that became known as Hell’s Half Acre, bought time for General Thomas to construct a new Union defensive line to meet the Confederate attack driving in the Union right. The new line ran perpendicular to the old position and parallel to the Nashville Pike. The Union lines now came to resemble a narrow “V” shape. Supported by massed artillery to their rear, the Union defenders beat back numerous Confederate attacks.

Following the initial attack, Bragg did little to influence the battle. Although he had belatedly ordered Polk’s forces to join the Confederate attack by striking the Union center, Polk committed his troops piecemeal. By nightfall and the close of the first day of battle, the new Union line had held.

[image: image]

Having now won a tactical victory, Bragg was convinced that Rosecrans would soon withdraw. Throughout New Year’s Day as Bragg waited, however, Rosecrans remained in place, and both sides warily watched the other. With the Federals still holding their positions, at 4:00 p.m. on January 2 Bragg ordered Breckinridge to attack the Union left on the east side of Stones River with his 4,500 men in order to seize the high ground there. Observing the Confederates to his front massing for the attack, General Crittenden ordered his artillery commander, Major John Mendenhall, to mass his guns at the ford where the first Union division had crossed earlier. Although the attacking Confederates drove the Union forces back with impressive vigor, at 4:45 p.m. Mendenhall opened up with his 57 massed guns, tearing great holes in the Confederate ranks and driving Breckinridge back to his original position, with frightful losses.

On the night of January 2, the commanders of two Confederate divisions that had sustained heavy casualties on December 31 wrote to Bragg asking for a withdrawal. Polk seconded the suggestion. At first Bragg angrily rejected it, but on the morning of January 3, believing falsely that Rosecrans had been reinforced, Bragg ordered a withdrawal for that evening to Tullahoma, Tennessee. Rosecrans declined to pursue his adversary, contenting himself with occupying Murfreesboro.

The cost of the three-day battle was high for both sides. Union casualties numbered 1,730 dead, 7,802 wounded, and 3,717 missing. Southern losses were almost as great: 1,294 dead, 7,845 wounded, and 1,027 missing.

Although technically a Confederate victory, the Battle of Stones River opened Chattanooga to a Union advance. The battle also accelerated a growing lack of confidence in Bragg.
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Stonewall, CSS

One of two ironclad rams built at Bordeaux, France, by Lucien Arman for the Confederate government. Only the Stonewall reached Southern hands. Contracted for by Confederate agent James D. Bulloch and laid down in 1863 under the cover name of Sphinx (as supposedly being intended for the Egyptian government), the Stonewall was launched in June 1864. Two months earlier with the tide of war decidedly favoring the North, Paris decided that the ship would not be sold to the Confederacy and arranged for its sale to Denmark instead. Renamed the Staerkodder, it was intended for service in Denmark’s 1864 war with Prussia and Austria. When the ship failed to reach Denmark before that country lost the war, Copenhagen refused the ship. The French builders were able to arrange its transfer to the Confederacy, and the ship was commissioned at sea in January 1865 as the Stonewall, although it was officially known as the Olinde to allay suspicion.

The Stonewall displaced 1,390 tons and measured 186′9″ in length overall (157′6″ between perpendiculars), with a maximum beam of 32′6″ and a draft of 14′3″. It was propelled by two direct-acting engines on two screws and was capable of 10.8 knots. Crew size was 135 men. Fitted with a pronounced submerged ram bow, the Stonewall mounted three rifled guns: one 11-inch 300-pounder in the bow to fire directly ahead and two 5-inch 70-pounders carried aft in a turret. The ship was protected by a 3.5″ to 4.75″ armor belt backed by 16″ of wood, with 4.5″ armor on the casemate and turrets.

Officers for the ram came from the late Confederate cruiser Florida, headed by Captain Thomas J. Page. The Stonewall underwent some repairs at Ferrol, Spain, and then steamed to Lisbon to take on coal, from which port it sailed on March 28, easily outdistancing the pursuing U.S. warships Niagara and Sacramento under the command of Captain Thomas T. Craven, who believed that his adversary was too powerful and had earlier refused battle. Page hoped to attack Port Royal, South Carolina, but contrary winds led him to steam to Nassau and then to Havana. In the latter port, Page learned that the war was over. He then turned the ship over to Cuban authorities in return for money to pay off his crew.
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The French-built ironclad ram CSS Stonewall lying at anchor off Washington, D.C., in summer 1865. The CSS Stonewall was built in France for the Confederacy but was transferred to the South too late to take an active role in the war. (Library of Congress)

Handed over to the United States in July 1865, the Stonewall sailed to the Norfolk Navy Yard, where it was sold to the shogun of Japan. Seized by forces loyal to the emperor when it arrived at Yokohama in April 1868 and renamed the Koketsu, it led the assault on the shogun’s stronghold at Hakodate in July 1869. Renamed the Azuma in 1881, it was stricken from the active list in 1888 and broken up in 1908.

The second Stonewall-class ship, built under the name Cheops, was also launched in June 1864. Sold by the builder to Prussia, it entered that nation’s service as the Prinze Adalbert in October 1865. Rearmed and completed in 1866, it was broken up in 1878.
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Stonewall Brigade

Confederate infantry brigade first commanded and molded by Brigadier General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. Composed of five regiments raised primarily in the Shenandoah Valley—the 2nd, 4th, 5th, 27th, and 33rd Virginia Infantry—the Stonewall Brigade was mustered into service under Jackson’s command in May 1861. The elite Rockbridge Artillery served with the brigade until October 20, 1862.

When first organized, the unit numbered 2,611 men. That number varied greatly during the brigade’s three-year existence, falling to as low as 635 men after the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). At its peak strength, the brigade numbered 3,681 men during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), when then–Major General Jackson was shot by his own men and mortally wounded.

The brigade, along with its commander, received the nickname “Stonewall” at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). At the battle, the brigade played a pivotal role in holding Henry House Hill against several Union assaults. Brigadier General Barnard Bee’s cry “There stands Jackson like a stone wall! Rally behind the Virginians!” became the source of the nickname for the general and the brigade in the aftermath of the battle.

Shortly after Jackson was promoted, the brigade was sent to the Shenandoah Valley, where Brigadier General Richard Garnett assumed command on December 7, 1861. The brigade served throughout Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). That same spring, Brigadier General Charles Winder replaced Garnett and led the brigade for the remainder of the campaign and during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862).

The brigade participated in all the major battles of the eastern theater. In particular, it saw heavy action at the Battles of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), and the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). At the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), the Stonewall Brigade was overrun and essentially destroyed in a massive Union assault. The survivors, around 200 men, were consolidated with other depleted Virginia regiments into a single brigade.

Eight officers served as commander (permanent or temporary) of the brigade during the war, and several were killed leading it. Of the eight, only three lived to see the end of the war. Many claim that the Stonewall Brigade never completely recovered from the loss of its beloved commander at Chancellorsville. Brigadier General James Walker served as the final commander of the Stonewall Brigade when it ceased to exist as a distinct unit after Spotsylvania.

The Stonewall Brigade was certainly among the finest units in the Confederate Army early in the war and enjoyed a well-deserved reputation as a fast-marching and hard-fighting command.
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Stoughton, Edwin Henry

Birth Date: June 23, 1838

Death Date: December 25, 1868

Union officer. Edwin Henry Stoughton was born on June 23, 1838, in Chester, Vermont. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1859. Stoughton was commissioned and assigned garrison duty in New York but soon took a leave of absence. On September 25, 1861, he took command of the 4th Vermont Infantry Regiment with the rank of colonel. During the winter of 1861–1862, he was assigned to the Washington, D.C., defenses. He participated in part of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) but was on leave from July to November 1862. Upon his return on November 5, he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers and again assigned to the defenses of Washington.

Stoughton established his headquarters in Fairfax Court House. There on March 8, 1863, he was taken by surprise by 29 Confederates raiders led by Lieutenant John S. Mosby. Allegedly, Stoughton, a heavy drinker and womanizer, was stone drunk and with one of his romantic conquests. Before the Union soldiers could fully react, Mosby and his men had escaped with Stoughton and 32 other Federals, including 2 captains, as well as 58 horses.

Stoughton was released in a prisoner exchange in May 1863, but by then he had become a laughing stock in the Union Army. To make matters even worse, the Senate failed to confirm his promotion to brigadier, which expired. Without a field command, he resigned his commission, settled in New York City, studied law, and opened a legal practice with an uncle. Stoughton died in New York City on December 25, 1868.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Mosby, John Singleton; Mosby’s Rangers; Peninsula Campaign

Further Reading

Coffin, Howard. Full Duty: Vermonters in the Civil War. Woodstock, VT: Countryman, 1995.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Stovall, Marcellus Augustus

Birth Date: September 18, 1818

Death Date: August 4, 1895

Confederate officer. Marcellus Augustus Stovall was born in Sparta, Georgia, on September 18, 1818. After attending school in Massachusetts, at age 17 Stovall enlisted in the Richmond Blues of Augusta, Georgia, to fight in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). In 1836 he secured an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, but was forced to resign after only one year because of illness. After a year of travel in Europe, he settled on an estate near Rome, Georgia, and became a captain of artillery in a Georgia Militia company.

Commissioned colonel in the 2nd Georgia Militia Artillery in August 1861, Stovall entered Confederate service as lieutenant colonel of the 3rd Georgia Infantry Battalion on October 8. Stationed in eastern Tennessee, he was with Major General Edmund Kirby Smith’s forces during the Confederate invasion of Kentucky (August 14–October 26, 1862). Attached to the Army of Tennessee, Stovall took part in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and was promoted to brigadier general in April, to date from January 20. He was then sent to Mississippi as part of the relief force before returning to the Army of Tennessee. Commanding a brigade in Major General John C. Breckinridge’s division of D. H. Hill’s Corps, Stovall distinguished himself in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and participated in the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863).

Stovall took part in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). He then joined the remainder of the Army of Tennessee under General Joseph E. Johnston in North Carolina, where it surrendered.

Pardoned on May 9, 1865, Stovall returned to Augusta, Georgia, where he became a cotton broker and also operated the Georgia Chemical Works, which manufactured fertilizer. Stovall died in Augusta on August 4, 1895.
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Stowe, Harriet Beecher

Birth Date: June 14, 1811

Death Date: July 1, 1896

Abolitionist and author of the best-selling antislavery novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Harriet Beecher was born on June 14, 1811, in Litchfield, Connecticut, the daughter of well-known Congregational minister Lyman Beecher. Her younger brother, Henry Ward Beecher, became one of the most popular preachers of his day.
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Abolitionist Harriet Beecher Stowe was the author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852). This highly influential book, which would be translated into many languages, depicted the evils of slavery. It fueled antislavery sentiment in the North and enraged whites in the South. (National Archives)

Harriet Beecher was educated at Miss Pierce’s school in Litchfield and then at the Hartford Female Seminary. There, at age 16, she began teaching. She was greatly influenced by her father, a leader in the evangelical movement who inspired in his family a strong sense of public duty. In 1832 the family moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, where Lyman Beecher became president of Lane Theological Seminary and pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church. Harriet Beecher now began to teach at the Western Female Institute and in 1836 married Calvin Stowe. She also wrote a geography book for children and a number of sketches that were published in the Western Monthly Magazine.

During these years, Harriet Beecher Stowe began storing up impressions that she would later use in her antislavery masterpiece. Living in a border city, she was very much aware of and disturbed by the existence of slavery in nearby Kentucky, and in 1849 she visited a Kentucky plantation.

In 1850 Stowe and her husband returned to New England, where he joined the faculty of Bowdoin College. Caught up in the heated discussion of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act, Stowe declared the law an abomination and vowed to do something about it. She then began work on a long tale about slavery, titled Uncle Tom’s Cabin, or Life among the Lowly. The novel was published in book form in 1852. Although no one expected the book to be popular, more than 300,000 copies of it were sold within the first year. The book also sold well abroad.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin was the first book by an American author to have as its hero an African American. In the novel, Stowe attacks the institution of slavery rather than white Southerners, who for the most part are presented as well-meaning.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin appealed strongly to readers. And because the book presented the horrors of slavery in vivid human terms, it had a very powerful impact. President Abraham Lincoln only slightly exaggerated when upon meeting Stowe in 1863, he said, “So you’re the little woman who wrote the book that made this big war.” While fueling antislavery sentiment in the North, the book infuriated Southerners, who charged that Stowe knew nothing about plantation life and grossly misrepresented it. In response to her critics, Stowe published A Key to Uncle Tom (1853), a nonfiction work containing documentary evidence that supported her indictment of slavery.

Stowe’s second antislavery novel was inspired by the growing conflict over the spread of slavery into Kansas and Nebraska. The hero of Dred: A Tale of the Dismal Swamp (1856) is an escaped slave and outlaw living in the North Carolina swamps who preaches to a band of fugitives and has a vision of a holy war. The novel reflected Stowe’s new militancy, shared by her brother Henry, who was at this time sending rifles to aid the antislavery settlers in Kansas.

After Uncle Tom’s Cabin and Dred, Stowe continued to write novels, producing on average almost a book a year for the next 30 years. In the settings, characters, and themes of her later novels, however, she returned to the New England of her childhood. After her husband’s retirement from teaching in 1864, the Stowes moved to Hartford, Connecticut. In 1889 Stowe compiled her autobiography, The Life and Letters of Harriet Beecher Stowe. She died on July 1, 1896, in Hartford.
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Strader v. Graham

U.S. Supreme Court case in 1851 in which the justices—without dissent—rejected the argument that a slave could become free through residence in a free state and held that the decision of state courts (in this case Kentucky) was final in determining the status of a sojourner. In 1841, Kentucky businessman Christopher Graham allowed three of his slaves who were musicians to travel to Ohio and Indiana for performances, after which they had traditionally returned to Kentucky. When the slaves later fled to Canada after initially boarding a steamboat owned by Jacob Strader, Graham sued him for the value of the lost slaves. Strader’s defense argued that the slaves had become free while residing in the free states and were no longer Graham’s property.

Such an argument was not uncommon. Before 1830 (1844 in Kentucky), nearly every slave state recognized either the power of a free-state constitution, the Northwest Ordinance, or the Missouri Compromise to emancipate slaves who had resided (sojourned) even briefly in a free state or territory. After 1830, however, increasing sectional tensions resulted in a general rejection of such freedom suits by Southern courts, legislatures, and public opinion and by 1860 the federal courts as well.

Kentucky’s Court of Appeals ruled for Graham, holding that the slaves’ brief sojourns in Ohio and Indiana had not changed their status in Kentucky. Strader then appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court in 1850, claiming that the Kentucky decision violated the Northwest Ordinance. The Supreme Court held that it lacked jurisdiction to review the Kentucky court’s ruling because it was based entirely on state law and then proceeded to declare its agreement with the Kentucky court’s decision that Kentucky law on the status of the slaves was paramount, despite the time spent in the free states.

In 1857 the Supreme Court, on hearing oral arguments in Dred Scott v. Sandford, initially favored a simple reliance on the precedent provided by Strader that Missouri law should prevail. For reasons still unclear, however, the Court’s majority reversed itself a few days later and decided to address the momentous issues initially avoided: the citizenship of blacks and the power of Congress to legislate on slavery in the territories.
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Strahl, Otho French

Birth Date: June 3, 1831

Death Date: November 30, 1864

Confederate officer. Otho French Strahl was born on June 3, 1831, in Morgan County, Ohio. He was a graduate of Ohio Wesleyan University and subsequently studied law. Admitted to the bar in 1858, Strahl established a thriving legal practice in Dyersburg, Tennessee.

In May 1861, Strahl entered Confederate service as a captain in the 4th Tennessee Infantry but was soon elected lieutenant colonel. He first saw combat during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and was promoted to colonel on April 24. He endured the Siege of Corinth (May 3–30) and participated in General Braxton Bragg’s Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862), seeing heavy fighting at the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). Strahl saw more fierce fighting at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). He assumed command of his brigade during the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863), being advanced to brigadier general on July 28, 1863.

Strahl ably commanded his brigade in I Corps, commanded by Major General Frank Cheatham, of the Army of Tennessee, at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), where his men launched repeated attacks on the Union center. Strahl’s brigade next saw combat during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863) and was heavily engaged at the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). Strahl performed well during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) before seeing action during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). During the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), Strahl led his brigade in a frontal assault on the entrenched Union position. Amid close-in heavy fighting, Strahl was shot and killed as he was handing reloaded rifles to his men near the front lines.
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Strategy, CSA

Strategy refers to the larger use of military power and should not be confused with tactical (battlefield) events or with operational efforts (campaigns). At the beginning of the Civil War in April 1861, the Confederacy implemented a cordon strategy, or cordon defense, meaning that it tried to defend its entire perimeter and soon had troops scattered from Virginia to Texas. Notably, the South defaulted to this strategy rather than adopting it purposefully.

The cordon was expanded into Kentucky on September 3, 1861, when Confederate major general Leonidas K. Polk destroyed the state’s self-declared neutrality by authorizing its invasion, with Confederate president Jefferson Davis’s support. This disastrous act opened the South’s western regions to Union penetration—particularly via the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers. The result was that the Confederates removed an important buffer while broadening the war to an arena that the South could not adequately defend. Strategically, the defense held sway.

Union forces captured Fort Henry (February 6) and Fort Donelson (February 16) on the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers, respectively, shattering the Confederate cordon. The South now responded with a strategy of concentration. The impetus for this in the West came from Major General Braxton Bragg. He believed that the South’s forces were too dispersed and thus needed to strip the periphery, concentrate the forces, and attack.

The same month in the East, both Jefferson Davis and General Joseph E. Johnston began worrying over the exposed position of Johnston’s forces in northern Virginia. When Union major general George McClellan launched his Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Johnston pushed for the concentration of the Confederate forces in his department. Concentration guided the South’s strategic thinking for the next two years, but this left the Confederates weak in many areas where they could not afford to be.

In the East, the Confederates had no choice but to concentrate against McClellan’s forces. In the West, General Albert Sidney Johnston, with Davis’s advice, eventually gathered an army at Corinth, Mississippi, to protect the Mississippi Valley. Davis urged a counteroffensive, hoping to recoup Confederate losses. Concentration was certainly the correct Confederate response, but choosing Corinth as the site was a strategic error because this left the vital center of the Confederacy unprotected. Only the Union’s failure to push into central Tennessee and Georgia saved the South from an early defeat.

By July 1862, Davis’s military thoughts turned to the offensive, and he had two commanders willing and eager to give life to his intentions—Generals Braxton Bragg and Robert E. Lee. In fact, they were already doing so without Davis’s prompting. There seems to have arisen nearly simultaneously among the three of them the idea that the South’s poor strategic situation in July 1862 could be salvaged only by offensive action. This took the form of a multipronged, multiarmy offensive that stretched from Mississippi to Maryland. Davis had clear strategic objectives for this campaign: regaining Tennessee and bringing Kentucky and Maryland into the Confederate fold. Nothing went as planned, however. The Confederates headed north, laboring under the impression that the residents of Kentucky and Maryland eagerly awaited freedom from Union bondage. This was not the case. Moreover, particularly in the western theater, the offensive was plagued by poor operational planning, an unclear command structure, and fuzzy operational (campaign) objectives. These offensives accomplished very little. This was also the only time that the Confederacy launched such a series of intertwined offensives.

Afterward Davis sought the establishment of better command and control over the western theater. Although he did not like doing so, he gave Joseph E. Johnston the command. Running this vast area effectively required a leader with vision and decisiveness. Johnston possessed neither of these and consistently proved to be unwilling to exercise his command in the face of Union pressure against many points of the South.

Johnston’s most immediate problem in the spring of 1863 was trying to save Vicksburg. To do this, he believed that he needed a larger field army to attack the Union forces under Major General Ulysses S. Grant, something about which Johnston was undoubtedly correct. Johnston figured out that the Confederate army defending Vicksburg mattered more than the city itself. Vicksburg’s fall would not dramatically impact the Confederacy’s ability to resist, but losing the army would. Davis, however, wanted Vicksburg held, a glaring example of the Confederacy’s insistence on holding key geographical points while tying up valuable military resources. On May 17, 1863, Johnston sent a note to Vicksburg’s defender, Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton, telling him to abandon the city and save the army if Haines Bluff, north of the city, became untenable. Pemberton elected to stay. This cumulative failure of Confederate leadership cost the South not only the town of Vicksburg, which fell on July 4, 1863, but also Pemberton’s army (although much of it would fight again).

In the summer of 1863 as Grant’s forces aimed at Vicksburg, Robert E. Lee went north. Strategically, Lee believed that the only way the Confederacy could win the war was to break the Union’s will, thus convincing the Northern populace to turn against the war. Lee believed that this could be done through defeating Union armies, particularly in the North, and perhaps even destroying a Union army.

But the reality was that the best chance the South had of cracking Union public opinion was to protract the war, thus raising its costs (particularly in blood) beyond what the Union was willing to pay. Protraction does not necessarily mean the pursuit of a Fabian-style strategy built upon the avoidance of battle, one mode of doing so. This offensive culminated in Lee’s defeat at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

From late 1863 to 1865, the Confederacy fought a defensive war. The South strengthened itself as best it could as its leaders looked to recoup their territorial losses, particularly in Tennessee. What emerged was an enormously convoluted and often irrational discussion over just how this should be done. None of this debate addressed the key issue: How does the South win the war? Davis never asked this most important question. Meanwhile, strategically, until May 1864, Northern leaders gave the Confederates a breather when they did not have to, and the South failed to use this to improve its strategic position.

DONALD STOKER
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Strategy, U.S.

Strategy pertains to the larger use of military power and should not be confused with tactical (battlefield) events or operational efforts (campaigns). The first significant strategic suggestion that President Abraham Lincoln received came from General in Chief Winfield Scott: the Anaconda Plan. This involved blockading the Southern coast to suffocate the Confederacy while pushing a column of 80,000 trained men down the Mississippi River to cut the South in two. Lincoln instituted the blockade promptly, but he initially rejected the Mississippi push; he wanted a quick war with a quick end. This led to a two-pronged invasion of Virginia that culminated in the Union defeat at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861).

In August 1861, Lincoln brought Major General George B. McClellan to Washington. McClellan composed a strategic plan that called for offensive action against a variety of points in the Confederacy at the same time. He hoped to end the war in one grand campaign—after proper preparations. This plan, however, and its subsequent versions were all weakened by McClellan’s insistence that the army under his command deliver the biggest and thus the decisive punch. Other offensive movements were thus subservient to his advance. This meant that if McClellan did not move, strategic paralysis could grip the Union. This indeed happened, for a time.


As 1862 dawned, Lincoln, increasingly frustrated and besieged politically, pushed his commanders to advance. In a January 13, 1862, letter to Major General Don Carlos Buell, Lincoln wrote that the Union should make use of its superior manpower to press the South at many different points. Simultaneous pressure was Lincoln’s strategic approach. On January 27, 1862, he issued General War Order No. 1, designating February 22, 1862, as “the day for a general movement of all the land and naval forces of the United States against the insurgent forces.” Union generals sat.

Immense arm-twisting from Lincoln, along with the initiative of western theater Union leaders such as Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant and Flag Officer Henry Foote, finally got Union forces moving. Grant and Foote seized Fort Henry (February 6, 1862) and Fort Donelson (February 16) on the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers, respectively, as Buell’s forces marched through Kentucky into Tennessee. In March 1862, McClellan launched his ill-fated Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) in Virginia, one element of his larger offensive plan; other prongs moved in the West. McClellan, however, was still thinking in terms of destroying the South in a single multipronged campaign.

On March 11, 1862, after McClellan went to the peninsula, Lincoln relieved him from his post as general in chief (although he kept his Army of the Potomac command). Lincoln put no one else in the job and proceeded, with the help of Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, to do the job—and do it badly. For a time, Union strategy had no guiding hand.

In the autumn of 1862 and the winter of 1862–1863, the Union exerted pressure around the perimeter of the Confederacy. Major General Henry W. Halleck, who became the Union general in chief on July 11, 1862, was now doing something similar to what both McClellan and Lincoln had earlier advocated. But Union generals, particularly in the East, continued to clash with Lincoln over how to fight the war. By late 1862, Lincoln was convinced that one of the requirements of Union victory was the destruction of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, led by General Robert E. Lee. Lincoln’s generals thus focused on taking Richmond, despite the president’s urging to the contrary.

Meanwhile, the continuation of the war drove its political and military escalation. In January 1863, Lincoln made emancipation a political objective (or war aim). This was an effort to take a Confederate strength and add it to the Union column. It was also an element of the expanding Union war against Southern property. Initially, the Union and the Confederacy generally confined the violence to the enemy’s armed forces. This changed in mid-1862, however, as frustrated Union politicians and soldiers began insisting that Southern civilians, as Union major general William T. Sherman later called it, begin to feel “the hard hand of war.” Confederate property—civilian and governmental—became a target. Tied to this was the addition of Union raids against Confederate resources and industrial sites. This was institutionalized as an element of Union strategy by late 1863 and led to exhaustion of the enemy in terms of both will and resources. Union leaders decided to destroy any element of the South’s ability to prosecute the war that the Union could not take for its own use.

After the Union victories in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 3, 1863) and the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and Major General William S. Rosecrans’s relatively bloodless securing of Chattanooga, Tennessee, and its environs (September 1863), the Union gave the Confederacy the most important strategic gift it could bequeath: time. Instead of striking the body, the Union flailed at the Confederacy’s edges. Two things drove this: Lincoln’s desire to counter French political influence deriving from Napoleon III’s Mexican intervention and Halleck’s insistence upon “cleaning up” the Confederacy’s peripheral regions.

All of the strands of Union strategy came together when Ulysses S. Grant became the Union general in chief in February 1864. He composed a strategic plan for ending the war by November that included simultaneous attacks against the main Confederate armies in Georgia and Virginia as well as key areas and cities. The plan was a good one that was based on a clear understanding of the political, strategic, and operational realities facing any Union offensive and included simultaneous, mutually supporting operations. Grant was also willing to destroy Confederate armies using attrition if his primary plan did not yield victory. An adjunct element was the use of raids against Confederate supply and industrial points. But there was a big flaw: the various operational prongs needed good commanders. Most of the operational prongs did not have them, and Grant’s plan fell apart when he launched his offensive in May 1864.

Grant’s plan and its modifications, however, nevertheless laid the groundwork for Union victory. Sherman took Atlanta on September 2, 1864, securing Lincoln’s reelection and the continuance of the war. The Confederate defense of Atlanta and Virginia decimated the Army of Tennessee and crippled the Army of Northern Virginia, respectively. Sherman attacked Southern resources, armies, and will in the March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) in Georgia and his March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). The Union attrition eventually brought victory, with Lee forced to evacuate Richmond and Petersburg and surrender to Grant on April 9, 1865. Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston surrendered to Sherman in North Carolina on April 26.
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Streight, Abel D.

Birth Date: June 17, 1828

Death Date: May 27, 1892

Union officer. Abel D. Streight was born in Wheeler, New York, on June 17, 1828. He later moved to Cincinnati and then to Indianapolis, where he attained some prominence as a publisher, lumber dealer, and member of the Republican Party. On December 12, 1861, he was commissioned colonel of the 51st Indiana Infantry Regiment.

Streight’s regiment was assigned to the Army of the Cumberland but saw little action during the first years of the war. In the spring of 1863, however, Streight devised a plan to cut the rail line supplying Confederate forces in Tennessee. He intended to strike the Western & Atlantic Railroad in the vicinity of Rome, Georgia, while Brigadier General Grenville M. Dodge made a diversionary attack on Tuscumbia, Alabama. To speed his movement, Streight decided to mount his force of 1,500–2,000 men on mules.

Streight, commanding a provisional brigade, and Dodge left Eastport, Mississippi, on April 21. They occupied Tuscumbia on April 24, and Streight then moved eastward across Alabama. On April 28, Confederate brigadier general Nathan Bedford Forrest with 1,200 cavalry set off in pursuit of Streight. At Sand Mountain on April 29, Streight repulsed Forrest’s attack and launched a counterattack that captured two cannon and 40 prisoners. Streight continued his march, fighting rearguard actions to check Forrest’s pursuit. Forrest caught up with Streight’s exhausted soldiers on May 3. Despite being heavily outnumbered, Forrest bluffed Streight into surrendering.

Streight was sent to Libby Prison in Richmond, where he and more than 100 other Union prisoners dug a tunnel and escaped in early 1864. After reaching Union lines, Streight was assigned to command a brigade in IV Corps. He fought at the Battles of Franklin (November 30, 1864) and Nashville (December 15–16, 1864) and was brevetted brigadier general in March 1865. However, he resigned from the army that same month.

After the war, Streight resumed his business career and in 1876 was elected to the first of two terms as an Indiana state senator. He died in Indianapolis on May 27, 1892.

JIM PIECUCH

See also

Dodge, Grenville Mellen; Forrest, Nathan Bedford; Franklin, Battle of; Nashville, Battle of; Streight’s Raid

Further Reading

Willett, Robert L. The Lightning Mule Brigade: Abel Streight’s 1863 Raid into Alabama. Carmel, IL: Guild, 1999.

Wills, Bryan Steel. A Battle from the Start: The Life of Nathan Bedford Forrest. New York: HarperCollins, 1992.

_______________________

Streight’s Raid

Start Date: April 21, 1863

End Date: May 3, 1863

Unsuccessful Union foray into northern Alabama to cut the railroad supplying Confederate forces in Tennessee. In the spring of 1863, Union colonel Abel D. Streight proposed to support Union operations against Confederate general Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee by severing Bragg’s supply line. Streight planned to strike the Western & Atlantic Railroad, which carried supplies north from Atlanta, while a second Union force under Brigadier General Grenville M. Dodge diverted Confederate attention by raiding Tuscumbia, Alabama. Streight’s command, a provisional brigade numbering between 1,500 and 2,000 men, was to be mounted on mules to speed its movement.

Streight was delayed, however, because of the poor condition of the available mules and a Confederate cavalry raid on April 19, 1863, which deprived Streight of some 200 animals. Dodge and Streight finally set out from Eastport, Mississippi, on April 21. At Tuscumbia, which the Union forces occupied on April 24, Streight separated from Dodge and headed east across Alabama.

Learning of the raid, Bragg dispatched Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest and his cavalry to check the Union forces, but it was not until April 28 that Forrest learned that Streight had separated from Dodge. Forrest set off in pursuit with 1,200 cavalry, pressing hard despite bad weather. That same night, Streight left Moulton, Alabama, and marched 35 miles to Sand Mountain.

Forrest caught up with Streight on April 29 while the Union troops were moving through Day’s Gap. The Union forces repulsed the Confederate attack, and Streight counterattacked, capturing two cannon. Union losses were about 30 killed or wounded; Forrest lost 40 men captured and several others killed or wounded. Streight resumed his march until reaching Hog Mountain, where he used the captured artillery to hold off the Confederates. After exhausting the ammunition, the Union troops spiked and abandoned the guns.

Streight continued on to Blountsville, Gadsden, and Cedar Bluff, Alabama, near the Georgia border, holding off his pursuers in a series of rearguard actions. On May 2, Streight’s exhausted soldiers again checked Forrest as they crossed Black Creek and burned the bridge, seemingly escaping the Confederates at last. However, a teenaged girl, Emma Sansom, guided Forrest to a ford. The pursuit resumed, and on May 3 Forrest reached Streight’s position.

The rigorous pursuit had reduced Forrest’s force to only 600 men, so he decided to bluff Streight into surrendering. During a parley with Streight, Forrest moved his men and cannon in and out of the woods, creating the illusion that his force greatly outnumbered Streight’s 1,466 men. Deceived, Streight surrendered. Forrest’s victory enhanced his reputation and ended the threat to Bragg’s supply line.
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Stribling, Cornelius Kinchiloe

Birth Date: September 22, 1796

Death Date: January 17, 1880

Union naval officer. Born in Pendleton, South Carolina, on September 22, 1796, Cornelius Kinchiloe Stribling received a midshipman’s warrant on June 18, 1812. He was promoted to lieutenant on April 1, 1818; to commander on February 28, 1840; and to captain on August 1, 1853. Stribling commanded the East India Squadron from March 1859 to July 1861.

Despite having been born in South Carolina, Stribling remained loyal to the Union. Placed on the retired list on December 21, 1861, he was nonetheless assigned to board duties. He was promoted to commodore on the retired list on July 16, 1862. From November 1862 to September 1864, Stribling commanded the Philadelphia Navy Yard.

On October 12, 1864, Stribling assumed command of the East Gulf Blockading Squadron at Key West, Florida. On May 30, 1865, he applied to be relieved of his command for reasons of health, but Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles had already decided to do away with the squadron, and on June 9 Stribling was ordered to strike his flag and turn over his command to Acting Rear Admiral Henry K. Thatcher, the West Gulf Blockading Squadron commander, who now assumed command of the combined new Gulf Squadron on July 5.

Promoted to rear admiral on the retired list on July 25, 1866, Stribling was a member of the Lighthouse Board from 1866 to 1871. He died in Martinsburg, West Virginia, on January 17, 1880. His son, Lieutenant John N. Stribling, a graduate of the Naval Academy at Annapolis, joined the Confederate Navy at the same rank at the end of 1861 and died of yellow fever aboard the Florida in 1862.
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Stringham, Silas Horton

Birth Date: November 7, 1797

Death Date: February 7, 1876

Union naval officer. Born in Middletown, New York, on November 7, 1797, Silas Horton Stringham entered the U.S. Navy on a midshipman’s warrant on November 15, 1809, at barely 12 years of age. During the War of 1812, he served in the frigate President and was promoted to lieutenant on December 9, 1814. He saw service in the Mediterranean during the Algerine War (1816) in the brig Spark and then served in the anti–slave trade patrols off Africa in the sloop Cyane and in West Indian antipiracy duties (1821–1824). He was promoted to commander on March 3, 1831, and to captain on September 8, 1841.

Stringham next commanded the New York Navy Yard (1844–1846). In the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he commanded the ship of the line Ohio and took part in the bombardment of Veracruz. He then commanded the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard (1848–1852). Stringham commanded the Mediterranean Squadron (1853–1856) before taking charge of the Boston Navy Yard (1856–1861).

In 1861 President James Buchanan called Stringham, then a veteran of 52 years of naval service, to Washington to advise him on naval matters. Stringham suggested that the president reinforce Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, but nothing was done until it was too late. On May 1, Stringham took command of the Coast Blockading Squadron, charged with blockading the entire Confederate coastline from Alexandria, Virginia, to Key West, Florida. Three weeks later it became the Atlantic Blockading Squadron. In August 1861 Stringham carried out the first combined operation of the war, during which in a textbook operation the six warships of his squadron secured Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina.

Stringham subsequently came under criticism, both from within the Navy Department and in the press, for the inadequacies of the Union blockade effort and for failing to follow up his Hatteras victory by venturing into the North Carolina sounds. Stung by these unwarranted attacks, Stringham submitted his resignation on September 16, 1861. This came at an ideal time, because the Blockade Board had concluded that the Confederate Atlantic seaboard was too long for one man to supervise. Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles agreed. The Atlantic Blockading Squadron was split into two commands: the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron and the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Stringham resigned his command on September 16, 1861, and was placed on the retired list on December 21, 1861. He soon resumed naval service as commander of the Boston Navy Yard in 1862 and served until the end of the war. He was advanced to rear admiral on the retired list on July 16, 1862, and was port admiral at New York during 1870–1872. Stringham died at Brooklyn, New York, on February 7, 1876.
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Strong, George Crockett

Birth Date: October 16, 1832

Death Date: July 20, 1863

Union officer. George Crockett Strong was born on October 16, 1832, in Stockbridge, Vermont, and was reared in Easthampton, Massachusetts. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1857 and became an ordnance officer. In 1859 he was appointed assistant superintendent of the Watervliet Arsenal in New York. A first lieutenant by 1861, Strong was named chief ordnance officer for the Department of Northeastern Virginia and saw action during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). That September, he became adjutant general for Major General Benjamin F. Butler with the volunteer rank of major.

After Butler’s force was dispatched to Louisiana, Strong became the general’s chief of staff in February 1862. Strong then served in a series of field commands, which included leading an expedition to Biloxi and Pass Christian, Louisiana, from Ship Island (April 3–4, 1862) and a September 13 raid on a Confederate supply depot in Ponchatoula, Louisiana. For his solid performances, he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on March 23, 1863, to date from November 29, 1862. Upon his promotion, he was dispatched to the coast of South Carolina.

Working under Major General Quincy A. Gillmore, commander of the Department of the South, Strong participated in the Siege of Fort Wagner (July 10–September 7, 1863). The assault that he led on the Confederate stronghold on July 11 was repulsed, and his brigade took heavy casualties. On July 18, Strong spearheaded another attack on Fort Wagner; this too was repulsed, with Strong’s brigade again suffering heavy losses. During this assault, Strong was wounded in the thigh. The injury was not considered life-threatening, and he was evacuated north for treatment in New York City. On the trip, however, Strong contracted tetanus and died in New York City on July 20. The next day, unaware that Strong had expired, Congress confirmed his promotion to major general of volunteers.
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Strong, George Templeton

Birth Date: January 26, 1820

Death Date: July 21, 1875

U.S. Sanitary Commission official and prolific diarist. George Templeton Strong was born in New York City in January 1820 to a prosperous family. After graduating from Columbia College in 1838, he joined his father’s law firm and was admitted to the bar in 1844. Strong moved among New York’s intellectual and moneyed elite and in 1853 became a trustee of Columbia College.

In June 1861, Strong agreed to serve as a member of the U.S. Sanitary Commission’s executive committee; he also served as the organization’s treasurer (1861–1865). In that capacity, he helped raise and disperse some $5 million from various companies throughout the United States. Strong also frequently visited army camps, prisons, and battlefields and met often with U.S. government officials, including President Abraham Lincoln, Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, and high-ranking army officers.

Strong became best known for his diary, chronicling nearly 40 years and encompassing 2,250 handwritten pages. He made his first entry in October 1835, with the last entry written a short time before his death in 1875. The diary did not become known to scholars until the 1930s. Strong’s diary proved to be a treasure trove of information about and observations of a turbulent era in American life, from an eyewitness perspective. Strong had well-formed opinions and notions about myriad contemporary issues that usually reflected his well-educated upper-middle-class mind-set. Among other things, one can trace the trajectory from unionism to abolitionism that occurred during the Civil War. Strong also detailed his and others’ opinions about John Brown’s 1859 Harpers Ferry Raid, Lincoln’s leadership and noted addresses, and the 1863 New York City Draft Riots. Among the entries were scattered but detailed portraits of the era’s leaders, many of whom Strong had met personally, including Lincoln. Ken Burns’s celebrated PBS documentary The Civil War (1990) quoted liberally from Strong’s diary.

Strong’s last decade was plagued by poor health and financial difficulties. He retired from legal work in 1872 but continued his philanthropic work until his death in New York City on July 21, 1875.
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Stuart, David

Birth Date: March 12, 1816

Death Date: September 12, 1868

Union officer. David Stuart was born on March 12, 1816, in Brooklyn, New York; his father, Robert Stuart, was a well-to-do merchant and was a business partner of the renowned fur trader John Jacob Astor. After graduating from Amherst College in 1838, David Stuart studied law, moved to Michigan, and was admitted to the state bar in 1842. He established a practice in Detroit and was then appointed city attorney. In 1844 he became Wayne County’s prosecuting attorney. Stuart was elected as a Democrat to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving from 1853 until 1855; his reelection bid in 1854 was not successful.

Stuart subsequently relocated to Chicago, where he served as an attorney for the Illinois Central Railroad. On June 22, 1861, he entered federal service as lieutenant colonel of the 42nd Illinois Infantry. On October 31, 1861, he was appointed colonel of the 55th Illinois Infantry.

Stuart sustained a serious wound during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), during which he had temporary charge of the 2nd Brigade in Major General William T. Sherman’s division. On November 29, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln appointed Stuart a brigadier general of volunteers. As such, he led a brigade at the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862) and the Battle of Fort Hindman/Arkansas Post (January 9–11, 1863).

The U.S. Senate failed to confirm Stuart’s promotion to brigadier general in March 1863, and on April 3 he resigned his commission and returned to Detroit, where he revived his legal practice. Stuart died on September 12, 1868, in Detroit.
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Stuart, James Ewell Brown

Birth Date: February 6, 1833

Death Date: May 12, 1864

Confederate officer. James Ewell Brown “Jeb” Stuart was born at the family farm of Laurel Hill in Patrick County, Virginia, on February 6, 1833. He attended Emory and Henry College (1848–1850) but left to enter the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, from which he graduated in 1854. Commissioned in the Mounted Rifles, Stuart was assigned to Fort Davis, Texas. In 1855 he transferred to the new 1st Cavalry Regiment. He spent much of the next half decade on frontier duty in Bleeding Kansas. Stuart was promoted to first lieutenant on December 20, 1855.

In November 1859, Stuart traveled to Washington, D.C., to discuss a government contract for a hook he had invented with which to attach a saber to a cavalryman’s belt. While there, Colonel Robert E. Lee, who had been superintendent at West Point when Stuart was a cadet, requested and secured Stuart as his aide when he led a company of marines to Harpers Ferry to subdue the insurrection led by John Brown.

Stuart returned to Kansas and was promoted to captain on April 22, 1861, but with the secession of Virginia he resigned his U.S. Army commission in May and accepted a commission as a lieutenant colonel in the Virginia infantry. He then organized the 1st Virginia Cavalry Regiment at Harpers Ferry and was commissioned a colonel in the Confederate Army on July 16. Stuart distinguished himself in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), when he led a charge that helped ensure the Confederate victory. Receiving command of a brigade, he was promoted to brigadier general on September 24.

During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Stuart was charged with determining whether the Union right flank was vulnerable to attack. Having accomplished this mission, rather than simply return to camp, Stuart with his 1,200 men rode entirely around the Union army, covering 150 miles and taking a number of prisoners, horses, and supplies and helping to unnerve already cautious Union commander Major General George B. McClellan. The ride made Stuart famous throughout the South.

Stuart commanded the Army of Northern Virginia’s cavalry during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and took part in the pursuit of the withdrawing Union forces. He then fought in the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1) but prematurely opened fire with an artillery piece that revealed his presence and may have cost the Confederate victory. This did not prevent Stuart from being promoted to major general on July 25, when his command was organized into the Cavalry Division, Army of Northern Virginia.
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Confederate major general James Ewell Brown (J. E. B.) Stuart commanded the cavalry of the Army of Northern Virginia. The flamboyant but highly effective Stuart was mortally wounded in the Battle of Yellow Tavern, Virginia, on May 11, 1864. (National Archives)

In the run-up to the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), Stuart raided Union commander Major General John Pope’s headquarters at Catlett’s Station on August 22–23 and covered Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s advance to Bristoe Station and Manassas and aided him at the Battle of Groveton (August 28). Stuart then took part in the Confederate invasion of Maryland, culminating in the Battle of Antietam (September 17). On October 10–11, Stuart led 1,800 men in a raid on Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, in an unsuccessful effort to destroy the iron bridge over Conococheague Creek but circumnavigating the Army of the Potomac for a second time. During the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Stuart had command of the artillery on the Confederate right.

That winter, Stuart’s men held the Confederate line south of the Rappahannock River and provided timely intelligence to Lee on the Union crossing that culminated in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). During that battle, his men helped protect Jackson’s flanking movement. When Jackson was wounded, Stuart took temporary command of his corps. On June 9, 1863, Stuart and his men were surprised by a Union attack led by Major General Alfred Pleasanton that ended in the largest cavalry battle ever fought in North America, at Brandy Station, marking the end of Stuart’s dominance in the eastern theater.

Stuart, who until this point had enjoyed Lee’s full confidence and praise, played a controversial role in the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). Lee assigned Stuart the task of protecting the right flank of the Army of Northern Virginia in its movement north but gave the always reliable Stuart discretionary powers. However, a large Union concentration prevented Stuart from crossing the Potomac until June 27–28, farther east than he intended. This cut him off from Confederate forces under Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell, but rather than trying to close with Ewell, Stuart proceeded north on his own. Stuart’s reputation for reliability led Lee to mistakenly assume that the Union Army of the Potomac was still in its camps north of the Rappahannock and led to Lee being forced to fight at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Stuart arrived only on the afternoon of July 2, incurring a rebuke from Lee. Stuart’s division was then bested by Union cavalry on the third day of the battle.

After Gettysburg, the flamboyant Stuart always remained in close contact with Lee. In September, Stuart’s command was organized into a corps, but Stuart did not receive the customary promotion to lieutenant general. His cavalry provided invaluable information on Union movements at the start of the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864).

Stuart was mortally wounded in the Battle of Yellow Tavern (May 11, 1864) in Virginia when his 4,500 cavalrymen attempted to halt 10,000 Union cavalry under Major General Philip H. Sheridan. Stuart died the next day. While flamboyant, Stuart was an uncommonly able cavalry commander who excelled in reconnaissance and the employment of cavalry in support of offensive infantry operations.
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Stuart’s Chambersburg Raid

Start Date: October 10, 1862

End Date: October 11, 1862

Confederate cavalry raid to Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Chambersburg is located in south-central Pennsylvania some 50 miles southwest of Harrisburg and not far from the Maryland border. After the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia withdrew across the Potomac River into Virginia to rest and resupply. Major General George B. McClellan’s much larger Army of the Potomac remained in Maryland, encamped from Williamsport eastward to the Monocacy River. McClellan’s supply base was at Hagerstown, Maryland, where rail lines led north through the Cumberland Valley to Harrisburg and east toward Washington, D.C.

Lee was worried that McClellan would cross the river and attack before his own men were resupplied and ready to fight the larger Union army. To delay the enemy advance and gain information about McClellan’s intentions, Lee conferred with his cavalry commander, Major General J. E. B. “Jeb” Stuart. Together, they developed a bold plan. Stuart would lead 1,800 of his best horsemen across the river just west of the Union camps and then circle behind them into southern Pennsylvania. The target was Chambersburg, the seat of Franklin County and a small Union supply point. Five miles north of Chambersburg was a railroad bridge over the Conococheague Creek. If this bridge could be destroyed, supplies to the Union Army would be delayed while the bridge was rebuilt. Lee also told Stuart that he was free to seize civilian horses to resupply his men and to take hostages to exchange for Southern civilians in Union prisons.

On the foggy morning of October 10, 1862, Stuart’s horsemen splashed across the Potomac at McCoy’s Ford, scattering Union pickets on the opposite bank. Although McClellan was soon alerted that Confederate cavalrymen had crossed the river, he did not know their destination. Union troops went on alert, and cavalry began to scout the terrain around his army’s camps.

Stuart’s soldiers rode rapidly northward, passing through Mercersburg by noon on October 10 and reaching the outskirts of Chambersburg shortly before nightfall. There was no resistance as his men fanned out through the city, cutting telegraph wires and paroling captured soldiers in local hospitals. However, the detachment sent north to burn the railroad bridge returned after finding that the bridge was made of iron and would not burn. Early on October 11, Stuart’s men rode out of Chambersburg after setting fire to the railroad depot, several warehouses filled with military supplies, some machine shops, and several rows of railroad cars.

The Confederate horsemen next rode east to Cashtown and then filed south toward the Potomac. After successfully evading pursuing Union cavalry, Stuart’s exhausted men crossed the Potomac River at White’s Ford on October 12. The Chambersburg Raid had been a great success. Only two men had been wounded, but the raiders brought back with them 1,200 new horses and several civilian hostages. The destroyed military stores in Chambersburg were worth an estimated $250,000. Even though Stuart’s raid had not seriously affected the Union supply situation, it gave the already cautious McClellan even more to worry about.
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Stuart’s Ride around McClellan

Start Date: June 12, 1862

End Date: June 15, 1862

Confederate cavalry raid during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). On June 10, 1862, Confederate general Robert E. Lee called his cavalry commander Brigadier General J. E. B. “Jeb” Stuart to his headquarters and asked him to gather information on the right flank of Major General George B. McClellan’s 100,000-man Union Army of the Potomac, then very close to Richmond. Lee, preparing for offensive action, was particularly interested in learning the strength and disposition of the Union’s V Corps and information on the terrain between the Chickahominy River and the Totopotomoy Creek.

Stuart eagerly accepted Lee’s mission but proposed a more daring idea. Stuart suggested that instead of gathering the intelligence information required and immediately returning the way he came, he continue his ride around McClellan’s forces, encircling the Army of the Potomac. He would thus return to Richmond from the southeast. Both Lee and Stuart recognized the inherent danger of this operation, but they believed that its unexpected nature, combined with McClellan’s overly cautious tendencies, would ensure success.

Stuart’s force totaled 1,200 cavalrymen from the 1st and 9th Virginia Regiments, part of the 4th Virginia Regiment, two squadrons of the Jeff Davis Mississippi Legion, and a two-gun detachment of horse artillery. On June 11 Lee issued orders to Stuart to proceed with the mission. These called on Stuart to exercise caution but left him considerable discretion, and there can be little doubt that Lee endorsed Stuart’s plan.

At dawn on June 12, Stuart began his ride. That first day, Stuart and his men encountered only token resistance from the Federals. On the afternoon of June 13, Stuart’s forces reached Old Church, where they engaged elements of the 5th U.S. Cavalry and burned a nearby Union encampment. By this point, Stuart had gathered the information he needed and could have returned to Lee but instead decided to undertake his plan to ride completely around McClellan’s army. The extended expedition took Stuart and his men 9 miles to a crossing on the York River and then another 11 miles to Forge Bridge, where they crossed the Chickahominy River before they took a northwestward approach along the James River to return to Richmond.

Stuart was about an hour’s ride beyond Old Church before his position was reported by Union troops. A force of 500 men of the Union Cavalry Reserve, commanded by Brigadier General Philip St. George Cooke, Stuart’s father-in-law, prepared to challenge the intruders. Cooke, believing that infantry also accompanied Stuart, demanded that Union infantry accompany his pursuit. Consequently, the Union chase was cautious and never truly a threat to Stuart’s mission.

Once he had crossed the Chickahominy, Stuart advanced toward Richmond alone, moving north, and arrived in the Confederate capital on the morning of June 15. His men arrived late that same afternoon. Stuart’s expedition captured 170 Union soldiers and more than 300 horses and mules and also destroyed numerous Union supply wagons. All of this was accomplished at the cost of only 1 man killed, Captain William Latané of the 9th Virginia. Stuart’s ride covered some 100 miles. Although McClellan would continue his campaign in an attempt to capture Richmond, Stuart’s ride was a great propaganda victory for the Confederates and made Stuart a legendary figure.
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Studebaker, Clement

Birth Date: March 21, 1831

Death Date: November 27, 1901

Blacksmith and wagon maker whose company was a major supplier of wagons for the Union war effort. Clement Studebaker was born on March 12, 1831, in Pinetown, Pennsylvania. In 1836 he moved to Ashland, Ohio, where his father set up trade as a blacksmith and wagon maker. At age 19, Studebaker moved to South Bend, Indiana, to teach district school. In his free time he also worked as a blacksmith.

In 1852 with very little money and a few tools, Studebaker and his older brother Henry established the firm of H. & C. Studebaker. They were blacksmiths and, as their father had done, took on extra work making wagons. Soon the demand for wagons exploded, and H. & C. Studebaker eventually produced more than 750,000 wagons.

By the mid-1850s the brothers had received their first of many government contracts, and their productivity and insistence on quality earned them a good reputation in the business. Studebaker also shrewdly thought to burn the name Studebaker onto each of the government wagons, a move that greatly increased the name recognition of the product and general demand for the vehicles.

Studebaker’s brother John replaced Henry in the partnership with Studebaker in 1857. During the Civil War, Studebaker’s company was awarded numerous lucrative federal contracts; by the end of 1862, it had supplied in excess of 5,000 wagons to the Army of the Potomac alone. Profits from these contracts were substantial, averaging 20 percent. The typical Studebaker wagon required six mules or horses and was extremely durable. It could accommodate up to 1,400 short rations and eight days of short forage for mules or 25 containers of small arms ammunition. Soon the business became the largest maker of horse-drawn vehicles in the world.

It was John Studebaker who would catapult the company into national prominence as an automobile manufacturer after Clement Studebaker’s death in 1901. The name plate endured until 1966. Clement Studebaker remained active in business, educational issues, and his other interests until his death on November 27, 1901, in South Bend, Indiana.
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Sturgis, Samuel Davis

Birth Date: June 11, 1822

Death Date: September 28, 1889

Union officer. Samuel Davis Sturgis was born in Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, on June 11, 1822. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1846 and was assigned as a brevet second lieutenant to the 2nd Dragoons on July 1. He was commissioned second lieutenant in the 1st Dragoons on February 1, 1847. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Sturgis was making a reconnaissance near Buena Vista, Mexico, when he was taken prisoner on February 20, 1847. He was exchanged on February 28. Sturgis was promoted to first lieutenant on July 15, 1853, and to captain in the new 1st Cavalry on March 3, 1855. Assigned to the West, he took part in a number of campaigns against hostile Indians.

At the start of the Civil War, Sturgis was stationed at Fort Smith, Arkansas. Refusing to surrender to the Confederates, he marched his men and moved some of their equipment to Fort Leavenworth. He was promoted to major on May 3, 1861, and in the Battle of Wilson’s Creek, Missouri (August 10), he commanded Union forces after the death of Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon. Sturgis was brevetted lieutenant colonel on August 10 for Wilson’s Creek and thereafter continued to serve in the Missouri-Kansas region.

Appointed brigadier general of volunteers in March 1862 with date of rank of August 10, 1861, Sturgis was transferred east in command of a brigade assigned to the defense of Washington, D.C., and took part in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), for which he was brevetted colonel in the regular army. He commanded the 2nd Division of IX Corps in the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862); the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), when one of the brigades of his division finally took what became known as Burnside’s Bridge; and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

Assigned to the Army of the Ohio in March 1863, Sturgis held a succession of relatively unimportant commands in Tennessee and Mississippi before commanding the Cavalry Corps of the Army of the Ohio. Defeated by Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest in the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads (June 10, 1864), Sturgis was relieved of duty, effectively ending his active Civil War service. On March 13, 1865, Sturgis was brevetted both brigadier general in the regular army for South Mountain and major general in the regular army for Fredericksburg.

Mustered out of the volunteers on August 24, 1865, Sturgis remained in the army after the war, reverting to his regular rank of lieutenant colonel and assigned to the 6th Cavalry. Appointed colonel of the 7th Cavalry Regiment (of which George A. Custer was lieutenant colonel) on May 6, 1869, he was stationed at a number of posts in the West until he was retired for reason of age on June 11, 1886. Sturgis died in St. Paul, Minnesota, on September 28, 1889.
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Submarine Battery Service

Confederate naval organization charged with the development and use of electric mines. On June 18, 1862, Confederate Army brigadier general Gabriel J. Rains, who had employed land mines defensively early in the Peninsula Campaign, was given charge of mining the James River to protect that water route to the Confederate capital of Richmond. On September 11, 1862, Rains was ordered to turn over his command to Confederate Navy lieutenant Hunter Davidson, an associate of Confederate Navy commander Matthew Fontaine Maury, who had established the Submarine Battery Service. Rains took command of the new Torpedo Bureau.

Maury, a former U.S. Navy officer with an international scientific reputation, believed that mines, then known as torpedoes, were the best means to defend the Confederate waterways. He favored an electric mine that he called a submarine battery. It consisted of an iron tank filled with gunpowder that would be anchored in place. An operator on shore would explode the mine using a battery that sent an electrical charge through insulated wire. The Confederacy was chronically short of insulated wire and batteries, however, and the available batteries could weigh as much as 280 pounds.

The Submarine Battery Service enjoyed the full support of Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory but few others. Mallory often had to intervene directly so that the service could obtain the supplies it needed. The army chief of ordnance refused to even see a representative from the service, but Davidson was able to have the iron containers specially built for his mines at the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond. The service had its own electrician, R. O. Crowley, who modified the electric batteries so that one man could carry them. Funding was initially hard to come by, but in May 1863 the Confederate Congress appropriated $20,000 for the manufacture of submarine batteries. The following year it appropriated $350,000; in the last year of the war, the total was $6 million.

By the autumn of 1862, Davidson and his men had the James River sufficiently mined so that those soldiers guarding the river against a Union crossing could be transferred to other theaters. On August 4, 1863, the U.S. Navy gunboat Commodore Barney, a former New York ferryboat, struck one of the Submarine Battery Service’s torpedoes. Two crewmen drowned, and the ship was disabled. On May 6, 1864, the U.S. Navy gunboat Commodore Jones, another New York ferryboat conversion, was sunk by an electric torpedo that had been submerged for nearly two years.

All members of the service were required to take an oath of secrecy not to divulge information about their work. In view of the dangerous nature of their work, men of the Submarine Battery Service all received bonuses. Among the dangers was the threat by Union officials to hang any of its members they caught.

By July 1864, Union forces had largely cleared the James River of electric torpedoes, and the Confederacy resorted to less complicated percussion detonated mines but with little success. Throughout the war, runaway slaves informed Union leaders of the location of mines. In the last months of the war, R. O. Crowley had deserted the Confederacy and was guiding Union ships past the stationary torpedoes. Even though the Submarine Battery Service sank only one ship during the war, Confederate president Jefferson Davis credited the service with keeping the James River in Confederate hands for most of the war.
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Submarines

Watercraft capable of independent operation below the surface of the water. Submersibles have only limited underwater capability. American inventors had experimented with submarines since David Bushnell’s Turtle of the Revolutionary War. Among other submarines proposed or built in the years before the Civil War were two by the Indiana shoemaker Lodner D. Phillips, the second of which succeeded in diving to 100 feet in 1852. Phillips offered his boat to the U.S. Navy but was rejected; he was turned down again when he offered to build another submarine at the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861.

Nevertheless, the Civil War stimulated unofficial interest in submarines in both the Union and the Confederacy. The side in war without a major surface fleet is invariably the one most interested in new technology to offset the advantage held by its opponent. It was therefore no surprise that the Confederacy experimented widely with torpedoes (naval mines) and with semisubmersibles (Davids) and submarines to deliver the torpedoes. Inventors in the Confederacy produced several submarines, the best known being James R. McClintock’s series of boats, initially built as private-venture privateers. The first, the Pioneer, was built for Horace L. Hunley’s New Orleans privateering consortium but was scuttled before becoming operational when the city fell to the Union in April 1862. McClintock then built the Pioneer II at Mobile. Efforts to make first an electric motor and then a steam plant functional both failed, and McClintock had to revert to a hand-cranked propeller to drive his boat. The Pioneer II was not a great success, and it sank while being towed to attack the Union fleet off Fort Monroe. The expanded consortium constructed a third boat, the H. L. Hunley, whose trials proved more successful; its transfer in July 1863 to Charleston, South Carolina, led General P. G. T. Beauregard, the local commander, to propose its use to break the Union blockade. The Confederate Navy, reluctant to trust the abilities or enthusiasm of the boat’s civilian crew, seized it and manned it with naval personnel. An accident drowned five of its crew on August 30, and another accident on October 15 drowned the entire replacement crew, including Hunley himself. Nonetheless, the boat finally went into action, with a third crew, on the night of February 17, 1864, sinking the steam sloop Housatonic but failing to return. The novelist Clive Cussler funded an expedition that located the wreck of the H. L. Hunley in May 1995. It was raised in August 2000 for conservation in Charleston.
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The possibility of building a submarine capable of sinking a Union warship was advanced early in the Civil War. This illustration appeared in Harper’s Weekly in 1861 and shows a Confederate submarine preparing to attack the Union screw frigate Minnesota. (Library of Congress)

In addition to a series of semisubmersible spar torpedo boats, known as Davids, for the Confederate Navy, the South produced several other submarines. Little is known about the origins of a boat built at New Orleans in June 1861, although it is most probably the vessel that was found during dredging operations there in 1879; it is now on exhibit at the Louisiana State Museum in the city. The Tredegar Iron Works at Richmond, Virginia, built at least one boat to a design by William Cheeney. After successful trials on the James River in October 1861, it was sunk while attacking a Union ship in Hampton Roads the following month. John Halligan designed a submarine, the St. Patrick, that was built at the Selma Navy Yard for the Confederate Navy and commissioned in January 1865. The St. Patrick made an abortive attack on the gunboat Octorara on January 27 and most probably was scuttled in April when the war came to an end.

At least three Northern projects saw fruition. The first, the Alligator, was the brainchild of Brutus de Villeroi, a French immigrant inventor who, in 1859, had built a submarine for a Philadelphia treasure-hunting consortium. (Before coming to the United States, de Villeroi had taught mathematics in France. His students, it seems, included Jules Verne, whose 1870 novel Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea greatly popularized the notion of submarines.) De Villeroi’s earlier project still was extant in 1861 when war came, and he staged a dramatic demonstration in Philadelphia Harbor to promote his concepts.

The Alligator was built for the U.S. Navy by the Philadelphia Navy Yard but was never formally commissioned. After ineffective trials in the James and Appomattox Rivers (the waters there were too shallow), the boat was refitted at Washington Navy Yard and dispatched to engage in operations off Charleston, South Carolina. While under tow to the war zone, the Alligator foundered in a storm off the North Carolina Outer Banks on April 2, 1863; no lives were lost. The wreck is still the object of search efforts.

Also vying for a navy contract was Julius Kroehl, a German immigrant engineer who had considerable experience working with diving bells. Kroehl built his design as a private venture after de Villeroi won the official contract, but Kroehl’s boat was still incomplete at the end of the war. Kroehl succeeded, however, in selling both his Sub Marine Explorer and his own expertise to the Pacific Pearl Company in 1866 as a platform for exploiting the prolific pearl oyster beds off the Panamanian Pacific coast, where it operated for three years.

The third Northern boat, the Intelligent Whale, was built by the American Submarine Company, a group of speculators who planned to use it as a privateer. When that plan failed and the U.S. Navy declined to accept the boat, construction slowed, and it was not completed until 1866. In 1872 the navy eventually agreed to undertake trials of the Intelligent Whale, which failed, and the submarine was abandoned. It still survives, however, and is on exhibit at the National Guard Militia Museum of New Jersey at Sea Girt.
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Substitutes

Individuals hired for military service in the place of others. Usually, men seeking to hire substitutes to fulfill their conscription duty were wealthy or had occupations or jobs that were considered essential to the war effort. During the Civil War, conscription laws in both the North and the South essentially permitted legalized draft evasion by allowing an individual to hire a substitute to serve in the military in his place. The provision for substitutes was instituted to prevent skilled laborers and businessmen involved in war-related industries from being drafted; however, many abused the system, and it eventually came to be seen as a sham that promoted chicanery and profit making.

As originally established, the conscription system allowed any white adult male to hire an able-bodied substitute to replace him in wartime service. Obviously, only men with monetary means could afford to do this, as substitutes demanded several hundred dollars in payment at the beginning of the war. As the war dragged on and manpower shortages became a problem, especially in the South, the fees exacted by substitutes could be as high as several thousand dollars, virtually ensuring that only the wealthiest could afford to secure a substitute. The more demand there was for substitutes, the higher the fees.

As the profit-making motive became an important part of the system, brokers soon came to dominate the procurement of substitutes. For a set fee, or a percentage of the fee paid to the substitute whom they represented, brokers would match an individual seeking a substitute with an appropriate substitute. Not surprisingly, the system bred inequities and outright fraud. Sometimes, unscrupulous substitute brokers would take fees from men buying substitutes, provide them with phony documentation, and then leave town without providing the service they had promised. Many substitutes had disabilities so severe that they were unable to perform military duty, which was a direct violation of the statute that demanded that substitutes be able-bodied. And some men became professional substitutes; that is, they would agree to serve as a substitute, collect the payment, and then skip town, only to perpetrate the same fraud somewhere else. Some individuals became wealthy by such conduct.

Brokers also began to prey on foreigners and adolescent boys, whom they would lure into their trap and then draft as substitutes without their consent. In large port cities, particularly in the North, some brokers sponsored kidnapping rings whereby a genial con artist would get a foreigner or foreign seaman inebriated until he passed out, transport him to a military camp, and leave him there. As this practice increased, many of its victims sued for their release from military duty, which brought the practice to the public’s attention. Foreign governments also intervened on behalf of their citizens who had been kidnapped. Eventually, public backlash against such schemes brought them to a virtual halt.

As the inequities and chicanery of the system became readily apparent, civilians in both the North and the South began to complain loudly about the use and procurement of substitutes. Indeed, by 1863, abuses of the system led the Confederacy to ban the use of substitutes altogether. This decision was also precipitated by a veritable manpower crisis in the Southern states by mid-1863. Besides the complaints emanating from the civilian sector, the military establishment soon began to bitterly denounce the use of substitutes. The system was a primary cause for flagging morale in the military ranks, and the rank-and-file soldier, who on average earned just $16 per month in pay, came to deeply resent the profits being made by substitutes and their brokers. Especially in the South, the system of substitutes and other means by which to avoid military conscription seemed to confirm the conclusion that the Civil War was being fought by poor men to further enrich wealthy men.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Conscription, CSA; Conscription, U.S.

Further Reading

Geary, James W. We Need Men: The Union Draft in the Civil War. DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press, 1991.

Moore, Albert Burton. Conscription and Conflict in the Confederacy. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1996.

Suffolk, Virginia, Siege of

Start Date: April 11, 1863

End Date: May 4, 1863

Confederate military operation in southeastern Virginia. After Union major general Ambrose E. Burnside’s failed Mud March in January 1863, the opposing Union and Confederate armies in Virginia went into winter quarters on opposite sides of the Rappahannock River. To prevent the massed Union force in Suffolk along the Nanesmond River southeast of Richmond from threatening the Confederate capital at Richmond or his Army of Northern Virginia, General Robert E. Lee dispatched Lieutenant General James Longstreet and two divisions to southeastern Virginia. Consequently, Longstreet was given command of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina. In addition to protecting Richmond and Lee’s army, Longstreet was tasked with foraging food for the Army of Northern Virginia. If the opportunity presented itself, he was also to capture the Union garrison of some 17,000 men at Suffolk, commanded by Major General John J. Peck. The Northern commander had constructed an impressive array of fortifications that ringed the city and were supplemented with numerous artillery batteries. Longstreet initially planned to capture the city with the help of the Confederate Navy; however, this assistance was unavailable. The strength of the Union fortifications, the lack of naval support, and the threat of Union gunboats led Longstreet to opt for a siege instead of a frontal attack. He believed that an assault on the Union lines would prove fruitless. His siege consisted largely of sporadic skirmishing and artillery duels. Furthermore, adverse weather often impeded operations. The Confederates had placed artillery batteries on the Nansemond River at Norfleet House and Fort Huger/Hill’s Point, both of which engaged Union gunboats. The former battery was defeated in a duel with Union artillery on April 15, and the latter was captured by Union infantry on April 19. All the while, a portion of Longstreet’s command was gathering supplies to send to Lee’s army.

The inconclusive nature of the siege, coupled with word from Lee that the Union Army of the Potomac—now under the command of Major General Joseph Hooker—was again on the move, led Longstreet to lift the siege on May 4 and move northward. Although he failed to take Suffolk and would not reach Lee in time to take part in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Longstreet’s foray into southeastern Virginia did provide the Confederate army with much-needed food and forage. Total estimated casualties during the operation were 260 for Union forces and 900 for the Confederates.
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Sullivan, Jeremiah Cutler

Birth Date: October 1, 1830

Death Date: October 11, 1890

Union officer. Jeremiah Cutler Sullivan was born in Madison, Indiana, on October 1, 1830. He entered the U.S. Navy as a midshipman on October 12, 1848, but resigned his commission on April 14, 1854, to study law. When the Civil War began, Sullivan helped recruit the 6th Indiana Infantry, becoming one of its captains on April 18, 1861, and taking part in the Battle of Philippi (June 3, 1861) in western Virginia (present-day West Virginia). On the expiration of the regiment’s three-month enlistment term, Sullivan was commissioned colonel of the 13th Indiana Infantry on June 19 and fought in the Battle of Rich Mountain (July 11, 1861).

Sullivan commanded a brigade in Brigadier General James Shields’s division during Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and took part in the First Battle of Kernstown (March 23, 1862). Sullivan was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers with date of rank from April 28, 1862.

Ordered to the western theater, Sullivan commanded a brigade in Major General William S. Rosecrans’s Army of the Mississippi, seeing combat in the Battle of Iuka (September 19, 1862) and then in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), when he was wounded by a shell splinter on October 3.

From December 1862 to March 1863, Sullivan had charge of the District of Jackson, Tennessee, where he did battle with the forces of Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest. Sullivan was assistant inspector general of the Army of the Tennessee during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and then became chief of staff of that army’s XV Corps.

Sullivan returned to the eastern theater in September 1863 to serve in the Department of West Virginia under Major General Benjamin F. Kelley, his father-in-law, helping to guard a stretch of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. Sullivan was wounded in the head and hand in the Battle of Piedmont (June 5, 1864). He then commanded the 1st Brigade in the Kanawha District of the Department of West Virginia from August to October 1864, when he was apparently placed on awaiting orders status. He resigned on May 11, 1865.

After the war Sullivan lived in Maryland, but he moved to California in 1878. Although a lawyer, he did not practice that profession and indeed held only minor clerical positions. Sullivan died in Oakland, California, on October 11, 1890.
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Sully, Alfred

Birth Date: May 22, 1821

Death Date: April 27, 1879

Union officer. Alfred Sully was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on May 22, 1821. The son of noted painter Thomas Sully, Alfred Sully became an accomplished artist in his own right. Upon graduation from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841, he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 2nd Infantry and participated in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). He later was assigned to garrison duty at Sackets Harbor, New York, until the start of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), in which he served and won promotion to first lieutenant. Sully was promoted to captain in 1852 and assigned to the western frontier, where he engaged in expeditions against the Rogue River Indians in 1853 and the Cheyennes in 1860–1861.

When the Civil War began, Sully went east. He served in northern Missouri until November 1861 and in the defenses of Washington, D.C., until March 1862, when he entered the volunteer army as colonel of the 1st Minnesota Infantry and joined the Army of the Potomac. That month Sully was promoted to major in the regular service. He fought at Yorktown (April 5–May 3, 1862), Seven Pines (May 31–June 1), Savage’s Station (June 29), White Oak Swamp (June 30), and Malvern Hill (July 1). For his performance at Seven Pines, Sully was brevetted lieutenant colonel, and for his conduct at Malvern Hill, he was brevetted colonel.

Having assumed command of a brigade in II Corps during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), Sully again distinguished himself at South Mountain (September 14) and Antietam (September 17), which earned him promotion to brigadier general of volunteers on September 26, 1862. Sully fought in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).

In the midst of the Minnesota Sioux Uprising (August 17–September 23, 1862), Sully, an experienced Indian fighter, was assigned to the command of the District of Dakota. He led several expeditions against the Indians, most notably at Whitestone Hill on September 3–5, 1863. He then assumed command of the District of Iowa and launched a punitive campaign against the Sioux that resulted in the Battle of Killdeer Mountain (July 28, 1864). Sully was brevetted major general of volunteers and brigadier general in the regular army before mustering out of the volunteers in April 1866.

Resuming his regular army career, Sully was promoted to lieutenant colonel and served in a number of administrative assignments. He was again ordered to the West, where he led several expeditions against the Native Americans. Promoted to colonel of the 21st Infantry in 1873, Sully died at Fort Vancouver, Washington, on April 27, 1879.
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Sultana Disaster

Event Date: April 27, 1865

The worst maritime disaster of the Civil War. The sinking of the side-wheel steamer Sultana in the Mississippi River a few miles north of Memphis claimed some 1,700 to 1,800 lives, most of them Union soldiers recently released from Confederate prison camps at Andersonville and Cahaba.

The Sultana was built in Cincinnati in 1863 and displaced 1,719 tons. With a crew of 85 and a legal capacity of 376 people, the ship served as a supply and troop transport between New Orleans and St. Louis during the war. On April 24, 1865, the Sultana arrived at Vicksburg from New Orleans to pick up Union troops for their transfer north.

At the time, the Mississippi River was at flood stage, and the ship’s boilers were leaking badly. Captain J. C. Mason ordered the boilers repaired and then began to take on the Union troops. The soldiers, eager to return home after their long ordeal, crowded into the ship. Muster rolls were not taken before the boarding, and the Sultana shoved off upstream with approximately 2,300 passengers.

Memphis was the first stop, and here again the boilers had to be repaired. Soon after the Sultana departed Memphis and while navigating through a series of islands known as the Hens and Chickens, one of the ship’s boilers exploded. The explosion was seen and heard from Memphis, several miles downriver. Ships in the vicinity rushed to assist, but the steamboat had literally been blown apart; some survivors were thrown more than 100 feet.

Many of the crew and passengers were killed outright in the blast, while others drowned. A number, weak from their captivity, did not have the stamina to stay afloat in the current; others were able to grab onto floating debris. For days after the disaster, rescuers fished survivors from the river. Some 500–600 were taken to Memphis hospitals, where about one-third later died.
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The steamboat Sultana. On April 27, 1865, crowded with released Union prisoners of war, the Sultana exploded and sank in the Mississippi River near Memphis, Tennessee. The worst maritime disaster of the war, it claimed 1,700–1,800 lives. It has been suggested that the blast was caused by a Confederate coal torpedo. (Library of Congress)

Because of the timing of this tragedy, it received scant attention from the press. The recent assassination of President Abraham Lincoln on April 14, 1865, combined with the surrenders of General Robert E. Lee’s army on April 9, 1865, and Joseph E. Johnston on April 26, overshadowed the incident. Investigations later concluded that both army officers and civilians were at fault, but no formal charges were ever brought. Some claimed that a Confederate coal torpedo had caused the boiler explosion, but this has never been proven.
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Sumner, Charles

Birth Date: January 6, 1811

Death Date: March 11, 1874

U.S. senator and abolitionist. Born in Boston on January 6, 1811, Charles Sumner graduated from Harvard Law School in 1833. After a brief stint teaching law at Harvard (1835–1837), he spent three years in Europe. Returning to the United States in 1840, Sumner began the practice of law in Boston. He became an ardent abolitionist. He opposed the annexation of Texas and the Compromise of 1850, seeing the latter as an effort by Southern politicians to expand slavery into the territories acquired in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848).

Sumner was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1851 by Democrats and Free-Soilers. He opposed the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854, seeing it as a plot to convert free territory into a dreary region of despotism. In May 1856 he delivered a speech titled “The Crime against Kansas” in which he denounced the Kansas-Nebraska Act and criticized several members of Congress for yielding to the slaveholding interests in the country, among these South Carolina senator Andrew P. Butler, who was absent from the Senate at the time. Two days later Congressman Preston Brooks, a cousin of Butler, believing that Sumner’s speech was a libel on South Carolina, viciously beat Sumner with a cane over the head some 30 times on the Senate floor.
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Massachusetts senator Charles Sumner, a staunch abolitionist, strongly supported the war effort. As one of the leaders of the Radical Republicans, Sumner rejected any compromise with the South. (National Archives)

The incident, referred to as “Bleeding Sumner,” joined Bleeding Kansas as a symbol of Southern irrationality and violence in defense of slavery and strengthened Northern public opinion against slavery. Brooks, meanwhile, was celebrated as a hero in the South and was reelected almost unanimously in November 1856. Sumner, who won reelection to the Senate as a Republican in 1857, was so badly injured as a result of the attack that he was unable to resume his place in the Senate for more than three years.

When Southern states began seceding from the Union in December 1860, Sumner refused to consider any compromise to restore the Union. When the Civil War began in April 1861, Sumner urged President Abraham Lincoln to emancipate the slaves and grant equal rights to black people. During the war Sumner emerged as one of the leading Radical Republicans, opposing Lincoln’s lenient plan for restoring the South to the Union. By leaving the Union, Sumner believed that Southern states had committed “state suicide,” forfeiting their rights as states and turning their status to that of territories. At Sumner’s urging, the readmission of Southern states to the Union after the Civil War was made contingent on their recognition of black equality and suffrage.

In May 1868 Sumner led the Radical Republicans in the impeachment proceedings against President Andrew Johnson. But Sumner was unhappy when the Senate failed to remove Johnson from office. In 1869 Sumner was elected to his fourth term as a senator, but his health began to deteriorate in the early 1870s. On March 10, 1874, Sumner suffered a heart attack in the Senate chamber and died in Washington, D.C., the next day.

JAMES SCYTHES
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Sumner, Edwin Vose

Birth Date: January 30, 1797

Death Date: March 21, 1863

Union officer. Edwin Vose Sumner was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on January 30, 1797. He was educated at the Milton Academy before enlisting in the army as a second lieutenant on March 3, 1819, and was promoted to first lieutenant in 1823. Sumner served in the Black Hawk War (1832) and on March 4, 1833, was promoted to captain and assigned to the 1st U.S. Dragoons. In 1838 he was detailed to command the cavalry instructional school at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania. From 1842 to 1845, he served at Fort Atkinson, Iowa Territory. With the outbreak of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Sumner was promoted to major on June 30, 1846, and assigned to the 2nd U.S. Dragoons. He saw action in numerous battles and sustained a wound during the Battle of Cerro Gordo (April 18, 1847). Sumner was brevetted lieutenant colonel and colonel during the conflict.

On July 23, 1848, Sumner was promoted to lieutenant colonel. From 1851 to 1853, he served as the acting military governor of the New Mexico Territory. On March 3, 1855, he was advanced to colonel and given command of the newly formed 1st U.S. Cavalry Regiment.
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Union major general Edwin Vose Sumner commanded the II Corps of the Army of the Potomac in the March–July 1862 Peninsula Campaign and the Battle of Antietam (September 17) but died of a heart attack in March 1863. (Library of Congress)

On March 16, 1861, Sumner was promoted to brigadier general and given command of the Department of the Pacific. In November 1861 he was called east to assume command of a division in Major General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac. On March 8, 1862, Sumner assumed command of the newly formed II Corps, which he led during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), and was appointed major general of volunteers. On July 16, 1862, he was brevetted major general in the regular army for his services in the campaign. He led his corps at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and commanded the Right Grand Division at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) before asking to be relieved of command. Appointed to command the Department of the Missouri, Sumner was given until the spring of 1863 to report for duty, but he died at his daughter’s home in Syracuse, New York, on March 21, 1863, from a heart attack.
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Sumter, CSS

First Confederate commerce raider. Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen R. Mallory was a staunch advocate of commerce raiding, which he hoped would drive up insurance rates in the North and bring economic pressure to bear on the Abraham Lincoln administration. On April 18, 1861, Mallory appointed Commander Raphael Semmes to convert the former steamer packet Habana, purchased by the Confederate government at New Orleans. Launched in 1857, the ship had been employed on the New Orleans to Havana route and was renamed the Sumter.

Workmen stripped the Sumter down to what became the gun deck, which was then reinforced. The ship also received additional coal bunkers and was rerigged as a barkentine. With its retractable funnel and screw propeller, there would be no outward means to identify the ship as a steamer. The Sumter was 437 tons and measured 134 feet in length, 30 feet in beam, and 12 feet in draft. Armament consisted of a IX-inch Dahlgren gun in pivot mount and four 32-pounders in broadside. Semmes signed on 114 officers and men.

The ship was commissioned on June 3, 1861, and Semmes then ran his ship down to the mouth of the Mississippi River. On June 30 he set out, hoping to escape the blockading U.S. Navy side-wheeler frigate Powhatan and screw sloop Brooklyn. In one of the most exciting chases of the war, the Sumter managed to outrun the Brooklyn. On July 3 the Sumter took its first prize, the merchant bark Golden Rocket. Semmes was, however, handicapped by the British government’s May 14 neutrality proclamation, which was replicated by the other leading maritime powers. As there were thus very few places where captured vessels might be sold, Semmes and other Confederate captains routinely burned the merchant ships they captured.

Semmes cruised the Caribbean and took other Northern ships. He then sailed along the South American coast to Brazil and back to the West Indies. Convinced that he would be more successful in European waters, Semmes headed into the Atlantic. Late in November, the Sumter narrowly escaped an encounter with the powerful U.S. Navy screw sloop Iroquois but during the crossing took additional prizes.

On January 3, 1862, the Sumter put into Cádiz in poor repair, but Spanish authorities there would not permit an overhaul of its engine and ordered Semmes to depart. On January 18 Semmes took two final prizes, and a day later he put into Gibraltar. British authorities there were more accommodating, but U.S. Navy warships, including the powerful screw sloop Kearsarge, arrived. Because his ship needed repairs that could not be made at Gibraltar, Semmes bowed to the inevitable and, under authorization from Confederate commissioner James M. Mason in London, in April laid up the Sumter, paid off most of its crew, and departed for England. In December 1862, the Sumter was sold to a British firm and put back into commercial service as the Gibraltar. In 1863 it became a blockade-runner. The Gibraltar was apparently lost in a storm in 1867.
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The Confederate commerce raider CSS Sumter running the blockade off Pass à l’Outre and escaping the pursuing Union screw sloop USS Brooklyn, June 30, 1861. (Library of Congress)

Despite the Sumter being both too small and too slow to be an effective commerce raider, Semmes had taken 18 prizes in just six months. He had burned 7, and another 7 were seized by Cuban authorities to return to their Union owners. The cost to the Confederate government of running the Sumter was only $28,000, a figure less than the least valuable of its prizes.
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Supreme Court, Confederate

The Confederacy’s highest authorized judicial body that never came into being, however. Although the Provisional Confederate Constitution (Article III), ratified on March 16, 1861, in Montgomery, Alabama, provided for the creation of a national supreme court, concerns over individual states’ rights prevented the Confederate government from ever establishing or convening a high court. The court was to be modeled precisely after the U.S. Supreme Court, which at the time had nine justices who were appointed by the executive branch, confirmed by the Senate, and served lifetime appointments barring illegal or inappropriate behavior while in office. The court would have exercised judicial review over state courts as well as lower national courts.

From the start, Confederate politicians argued passionately over the creation and judicial scope of a supreme court. Many, including Senator William L. Yancey (Alabama), who led the opposition over the court’s judicial review parameters, believed that it should not have authority over state courts. Citing the problems caused by the U.S. Supreme Court’s rulings prior to the Civil War, which its detractors claimed had stripped away states’ rights, many Confederates were loath to create a court that might follow the same pattern.

During 1862, the Confederate Congress attempted to come to terms with the establishment of a supreme court but was never able to strike a workable compromise. The Confederate Senate that year passed an amendment that would have forbade the court from making appeal rulings, but the House of Representatives refused to go along. By early 1863, the court issue was sidelined, and no supreme court was ever established. Thus, most legal cases were decided in state courts, with no judicial oversight. While this might have pleased states’ rights proponents, it certainly had the possibility of creating a chaotic legal situation in which laws in one state might have been illegal in another state.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Supreme Court, U.S.

Highest judicial body in the United States. At the beginning of the Civil War, the U.S. Supreme Court of nine justices had a decidedly pro-Southern bias. However, between 1861 and 1864, President Abraham Lincoln was able to nominate 5 justices to the high court, changing its makeup dramatically. His appointees included Salmon P. Chase as chief justice in 1864 and Noah H. Swayne, Samuel F. Miller, David Davis, and Stephen Field all as associate justices between 1861 and 1863, at which time the Court was expanded to 10 members. By then, it was also strongly pro-Union. Prior to that, Court rulings under Chief Justice Roger B. Taney reflected a pro-Southern, proslavery, and anti-Republican bias. Just prior to and during the Civil War, the Supreme Court’s most important decisions were in the areas of presidential wartime powers, military matters, and civil rights.

Under Chief Justice Taney, the court in Strader v. Graham (1851) refused to consider a petition from Kentucky’s appeals court that had declared slaves who had been carried briefly to Ohio as free, thereby upholding state jurisdiction over slavery. Scott v. Sanford (1857) established that slaves, not being U.S. citizens, could not sue in federal court. The decision further established that a slave’s temporary residence in a free state or territory did not confer freedom and that Congress lacked the authority to prohibit slavery in United States territories. Ableman v. Booth (1859) sustained the fugitive slave legislation of 1850.

Many constitutional issues facing the Supreme Court concerned military matters, with a number of decisions actually rendered after the war. The Prize Cases (1863) justified Lincoln’s April 1861 blockade proclamation for Southern ports because a state of war had existed at the time. The minority, which included Taney, argued that an internal insurrection was not tantamount to a legal state of war. Lincoln’s 1861 decree confiscating telegraph and railway properties linking Washington, D.C., and Annapolis, Maryland, was validated as constitutional in Miller v. U.S. (1871). In 1863 the Peterhoff, a British ship, was seized by a Union warship on the basis that despite the fact that it was heading for Matamoros, Mexico, it was in fact evading the Northern blockade via a continuous voyage (meaning its cargo was destined for the Confederacy by way of Mexico). The Court ruled that even though contraband in the shipment was subject to capture, the noncontraband portion could not be confiscated because it was carried from Matamoros, an unblockaded harbor, across land. Chief Justice Chase declared secession unlawful in Texas v. White (1869), affirming that the U.S. Constitution of 1787 formed an unbreakable federal bond.

The Supreme Court opined on other wartime questions. In Roosevelt v. Meyer (1863), the justices refused to rule on whether Congress had the constitutional authority to issue legal tender paper money, concluding that it had no jurisdiction over the matter. However, Hepburn v. Griswold (1870) voided greenback laws, a ruling reversed in the Legal Tender Cases (1871) in which the tribunal said that the Constitution’s currency provision permitted the issuance of paper money.

The Court also resisted state hindrance of federal war functions. New York’s attempt to tax the assets of a financial institution with U.S. stock and bond investments undermined the authority of the national government to raise money, the justices reasoned in Bank of Commerce v. New York (1863). The Bank Tax Cases (1865) upheld the national banking system and found capital outlays in federal securities not subject to state assessments. Wartime revenue laws were confirmed in Pacific Insurance Company v. Soule (1867), when the Constitution’s direct tax provision was clarified in relation to domestic revenue statutes.

Resolving national and state differences, Freeman v. Howe (1861) held that federal tribunals were not subject to state court jurisdiction, and Almy v. California (1861) invalided a state stamp tax on gold shipments because the levy was on exports, a duty violating the Constitution.

The Court also tried to reconcile military necessities with individual civil liberties. In Ex Parte Merryman (1861), Taney rejected Lincoln’s decision to suspend the writ of habeas corpus, arguing that the constitutional section governing the suspension identifies legislative power only, meaning that only Congress can suspend habeas corpus. Taney also asserted that the Constitution contains no powers to apprehend civilians by military personnel without the approval of civil tribunals, nor does it allow citizen imprisonment indeterminately without trial. Ex Parte Vallandingham (1863) denied a reconsideration of Clement L. Vallandingham’s suit. Vallandingham, a civilian defendant and a Lincoln administration detractor, had been tried in a military court in an area of the country not engaged in fighting. The Supreme Court stated that its power, originating from the Judiciary Act of 1789 as well as the Constitution, did not cover the procedures of a military tribunal. Therefore, the Supreme Court had no say in the matter. Yet following the war, Ex Parte Milligan (1866) judged the military trial of a civilian unconstitutional.

In the end, the Supreme Court during the 1850s, 1860s, and 1870s rendered decisions on matters of great importance, setting precedents that would stand the test of time for generations. In all, the high court did a commendable job of defending civil liberties and establishing the limits of presidential wartime powers. During the Civil War, however, the Court was less successful in seeing that its rulings on strictly military matters were enforced.

RODNEY J. ROSS
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Surratt, John Harrison

Birth Date: April 13, 1844

Death Date: April 2, 1916

Innkeeper, Confederate spy, and accused coconspirator in President Abraham’s Lincoln assassination. John Harrison Surratt was born on April 13, 1844, in Prince George’s County, Maryland. He attended a local Catholic seminary until September 1862. At that time, he assumed his late father’s job as the local postmaster and proprietor of a tavern in present-day Clinton, Maryland. By now Surratt had become a Confederate partisan, and for that reason he was stripped of his postmaster duties in November 1863. Before then, however, he had already begun to work as a Confederate courier and spy, operating as far as New York and Canada.

Surratt met acclaimed actor and future presidential assassin John Wilkes Booth in Washington in December 1863 and almost immediately began working for him. Although Surratt’s connections to Booth were not extensive, he did apparently help Booth make connections with Confederate officials and may even have traveled for him. Surratt was evidently not directly involved in Booth’s failed attempted kidnapping of Lincoln on March 17, 1865, but by then Booth was staying in a Washington boardinghouse run by Surratt’s mother, Mary Elizabeth Jenkins Surratt. When Lincoln was shot on April 14, 1865 (he died the following morning), Surratt was in Elmira, New York, on a courier mission.

Surratt’s mother was quickly implicated in the assassination plot and was arrested, tried, and hanged on July 7, 1865. John Surratt set plans to flee North America, as he was wanted by the U.S. government. In September 1865 he left Canada aboard a steamer bound for England. Once there, he was quickly recognized, forcing him to flee to Italy, where he joined a papal military regiment under an alias and took part in the Italian War of Unification against the forces led by Italian nationalist Giuseppe Garibaldi. When Surratt’s identity was discovered, he was imprisoned on the orders of Pope Pius IX and was to be extradited to the United States.

The clever Surratt managed to escape from his Italian captors and fled to Alexandria, Egypt, in November 1866. He was again arrested and was sent back to the United States. His trial for complicity in Lincoln’s murder began on June 10, 1867, and lasted for 62 days. In the end, he was acquitted and set free. To this day, the extent to which Surratt was connected to Booth’s schemes remains unclear.

Surratt subsequently worked as a teacher in Maryland before he settled in Baltimore, where he was employed by an oceangoing freight company until his retirement in August 1915. Surratt died on April 2, 1916, in Baltimore.
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Surratt, Mary Elizabeth Jenkins

Birth Date: 1823

Death Date: July 7, 1865

Confederate sympathizer who was executed for her role in the Abraham Lincoln assassination. Mary Elizabeth Jenkins was born in Prince George’s County, Maryland, in 1823. When Jenkins was 16 years old, she met John Harrison Surratt; they married in August 1840. In the early 1850s, John Surratt built an inn and tavern near present-day Clinton, Maryland. Located at the junction of two major thoroughfares just 12 miles from Washington, D.C., the tavern became an immediate success. Surratt also became the local postmaster. He later purchased rental property, a boardinghouse on H Street in Washington, D.C.
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Mary Surratt, alleged member of the Booth conspiracy that assassinated President Abraham Lincoln. Tried and found guilty, she was hanged. Surratt is the subject of the 2011 film The Conspirator. (Courtesy New-York Historical Society)

During the Civil War, the tavern and hotel became a haven for Confederate spies, couriers, and smugglers. John Surratt unexpectedly died in January 1862, leaving many unpaid debts. Seventeen-year-old John Surratt Jr. now became postmaster, and he continued many of the covert services that his father had provided to the Confederacy. By November 1863, local Union forces became suspicious of the Surratts’ sympathies, and John lost his position as postmaster. He soon became a Confederate courier, drawing the Surratts deeper into treasonous activity.

In the autumn of 1864, Mary Surratt decided to lease the tavern and move her family to Washington, D.C., into the boardinghouse her husband had purchased a decade earlier. The empty house soon filled with paying boarders, some of whom were involved in the plot to kill President Lincoln and other Union leaders. Future presidential assassin John Wilkes Booth was a frequent visitor.

After Booth’s assassination of Lincoln on April 14 (the president died the following morning), Mary Surratt was almost immediately implicated in the conspiracy. Her boardinghouse was searched, and several residents were taken into custody, including Surratt, who was arrested on April 17.

Surratt’s trial, held before a military tribunal rather than a civil court, lasted seven weeks. Daily newspaper reports gripped the nation. Eight of the accomplices, including Surratt, were tried and convicted. Her supporters sought to appeal the verdict to no avail. On the afternoon of July 7, 1865, Mary Surratt was hanged at the Old Capitol Prison with three other coconspirators. She thus became the first woman executed by the U.S. government. John Surratt Jr. was the only known accomplice to avoid conviction. Booth was shot and killed while hiding in a barn in southern Maryland. Four more accomplices faced life sentences.

During and immediately following Mary Surratt’s trial and execution, many Southerners maintained the illusion that she was an innocent victim of a vengeful Northern court. For decades, sympathizers carried on the call for justice and retribution for Surratt’s hanging, portraying her as the epitome of wronged Southern womanhood. While most historians now agree that Surratt was indeed a willing accomplice, her execution remains hotly debated.
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Surrender Terms

Agreed-upon conditions for capitulation. In the final 10 months of the war, overwhelming Union military power and resources pushed the Confederate armies to the breaking point. Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, accompanying Major General G. Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac in the field, held Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in a vise grip, as Lee defended Richmond and Petersburg and Grant exerted intense pressure to sever the rail lines supplying those cities. By April 1865, Lee could no longer defend his lines, and he fled westward in hopes of uniting with General Joseph E. Johnston’s army in North Carolina.

As Lee moved west, Grant pursued. Lincoln had ordered Grant to hold no discussions with Lee unless they were about the complete capitulation of Lee’s army. On April 9 after a series of skirmishes, with the way south blocked by Union cavalry under Major General Philip Sheridan, Lee, whose men were desperately short of food, was compelled to meet Grant at Appomattox Court House to discuss surrender terms.

If Lincoln harbored concerns about Grant’s negotiating ability, they soon proved to be groundless. At his meeting with Lee, Grant demonstrated remarkable clarity of thought and writing skill, composing surrender terms on the spot. They were generous. Taking no prisoners, Grant simply secured the paroles of officers and men, who were not to take up arms until they were properly exchanged. Officers could keep their side arms, and both officers and men, who provided their own horses, were to keep their horses and personal effects. All government equipment was to be surrendered. Grant concluded the agreement with a sentence that embodied the spirit of the capitulation, declaring that Lee and his men were to be allowed to return home and not be disturbed by U.S. authorities as long as they observed their paroles and obeyed the laws. Lee signed the agreement, and Grant forwarded it to the secretary of war. Grant also ordered rations released to feed the starving Confederates.

On April 18 when Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston, commanding the Army of Tennessee and several attached entities, surrendered in North Carolina to Major General William T. Sherman, commanding the Union army group in North Carolina, Washington rejected these as being more generous than those accorded Lee. Sherman was thus ordered to issue terms identical to those of Grant. Johnston agreed to these on April 26. On May 4 at Citronelle, Alabama, Lieutenant General Richard Taylor surrendered the forces of his Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, which represented the last organized Confederate forces east of the Mississippi River, to Major General Edward R. S. Canby. The terms were identical to those granted the Confederates at Appomattox Court House.

In the Trans-Mississippi region, Lieutenant General Simon Bolivar Buckner, representing General E. Kirby Smith, surrendered that department and the Confederacy’s last major field army (although it had largely dissolved) to Canby at New Orleans on May 26. Smith surrendered to Canby a week later at Galveston, Texas. Isolated Confederate commands continued the surrender process until June.
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Susquehanna, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit established on June 10, 1863. Expecting a Confederate advance into Pennsylvania in the late spring of 1863, Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton decided to partition Pennsylvania into two military departments. On June 10, his General Order No. 172 created the Union Department of the Susquehanna, to be commanded by Major General Darius M. Couch. Headquartered in Chambersburg, the department covered all of the state east of Johnstown and Laurel Hill. Upon assuming command the next day, Couch immediately began mobilizing volunteer soldiers and militia to defend the state.

After the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), the Confederate threat eased considerably, and Couch’s command was now chiefly concerned with routine administrative duties. The department was expanded on April 4, 1864, when the Department of the Monongahela was appended to it, including western Pennsylvania and adjoining counties in Ohio and West Virginia. In August 1864 the department fell under the jurisdiction of the Middle Military Division. On December 1, 1864, with Couch still commanding, the Department of the Susquehanna was dissolved when the Department of Pennsylvania was resurrected, covering the entirety of the state.
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Sutherland’s Station, Battle of

Event Date: April 2, 1865

Culminating battle of the nearly 10-month-long Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). At 4:30 a.m. on April 2, 1865, following weeks of preparation, the Union Army of the Potomac launched a massive four-corps offensive against the now thinly held Confederate lines at Petersburg, Virginia. The Confederate Army of Northern Virginia crumbled under the assault, also known as the Third Battle of Petersburg. Major General Horatio A. Wright’s VI Corps made the decisive breakthrough, with Union forces occupying the Confederate defensive works from Hatcher’s Run to the Boydton Plank Road.

Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee understood the consequences of the Union attack and immediately began planning to evacuate Petersburg and Richmond, ordering the defenders to hold as long as they could. Some 500 Confederates at Fort Gregg purchased sufficient time for the erection of an inner line to protect the Confederate rear.

As fighting at Fort Gregg raged, to the west Union major general Andrew A. Humphreys’s II Corps attacked Confederate forces under Major General Henry Heth holding the line from Hatcher’s Run to White Oak Road. The attackers took possession of the Crow Salient and proceeded up Claiborne Road in the direction of Five Forks. Humphreys had wanted to continue the attack with his entire corps, but Army of the Potomac commander Major General George G. Meade had specifically ordered that all divisions turn and face toward Petersburg. Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, however, who had orchestrated the Army of the Potomac’s offensive and was closely following developments, specifically ordered Major General Nelson A. Miles’s division of II Corps to continue to exploit the breakthrough westward. Miles pushed on up the Claiborne Road to Sutherland’s Station, where Heth’s force had redeployed in hopes of holding the Southside Railroad, the critical Confederate supply line into Petersburg.

Miles’s troops arrived near Sutherland’s Station at about 3:00 p.m. and immediately charged into the disorganized Confederates. Although the Confederates turned back two Union attacks, they could not defeat a third attack and broke, giving Union forces firm control of the Southside Railroad. In the fierce combat at Sutherland’s Station, the Union side suffered 370 casualties, but the Confederates sustained some 600 killed or wounded as well as 1,000 taken prisoner and two guns captured.

Grant, meanwhile, delayed a final assault on Fort Gregg while he awaited word regarding the success of Miles’s attack. This hesitation enabled Lee to escape to the west, commencing the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865), with Grant soon in pursuit.
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Sutlers

Civilians attached to army units and licensed to sell goods not provided to the troops by the government. There were very few documented sutlers in the Confederate armies, generally because of a lack of goods and very high prices. Union Army regulations usually allowed each regiment its own sutler. Occasionally there were also sutlers attached to larger units, such as brigades and divisions. Sutlers were most often appointed by regimental colonels and were present with their units when they were in camp or winter quarters. Rarely were sutlers in combat situations.
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Sutlers Row in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 1864. (National Archives)

The army provided an approved list of items that a sutler could sell. This list included stamps, stationery, pens and pencils, tobacco, shoes and socks, razors, shirts, and various reading materials. More popular were the foodstuffs available for purchase, such as canned milk, eggs, syrup, molasses, candy, condiments, and baked goods. Prices were supposed to be set by boards of officers, but a perusal of contemporary letters reveals that soldiers often complained about the high prices charged by many sutlers. Sutlers could sell on credit, not to exceed one-third of a man’s monthly pay. When the paymaster disbursed his funds, a sutler could be present and have his credit deducted from a soldier’s pay.

When a number of men in a unit became sufficiently annoyed with a sutler, “cleaning out” the sutler frequently occurred. When a unit decided to clean out a sutler, soldiers would distract the man while others stole his goods. Rampant sutler abuses during the Civil War led the army to abolish the practice soon after the conflict.
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Swamp Angel

An 8-inch Parrott rifled gun employed to shell Charleston, South Carolina. In early July 1863, U.S. forces landed on the southern end of Morris Island on the south side of the main entrance to Charleston Harbor. They quickly overran about two-thirds of the island but were stopped by Confederate Fort Wagner, just out of range of Charleston. On August 2, 1863, however, following an engineering study of the swamps on the island, Union major general Quincy A. Gillmore ordered the emplacement of a battery there some 4.5 miles from Charleston for artillery capable of firing across the harbor and reaching the city. Construction of the battery and parapet was a considerable undertaking and included 13,000 sandbags weighing a total of more than 800 tons; 123 timbers 15–18 inches in diameter and 45–55 feet in length; 5,000 feet of 1-inch board; 9,500 feet of 3-inch board; 1,200 pounds of spikes, nails, and iron; and 75 fathoms of rope.

Following completion of the platform, Union soldiers dragged there and mounted on August 17 while under fire from Confederate artillery on James Island a 16,700-pound 8-inch 200-pounder Parrott rifle manufactured by the West Point Foundry. The soldiers dubbed it the “Swamp Angel.”
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The Marsh Battery of the Union Parrot 8-inch rifled “Swamp Angel” gun on Morris Island, South Carolina. The gun had shelled Charleston beginning on August 22, 1863, but blew up the next day. (Library of Congress)

On August 21, Gillmore sent a message to the Confederate commander at Charleston, General P. G. T. Beauregard, demanding that he evacuate the Morris Island forts and Fort Sumter or the city would be shelled. Receiving no reply by the end of the four-hour limit imposed, Gillmore ordered the shelling to commence. He claimed that it was within the bounds of international law because Charleston was both a Confederate naval base and a military manufacturing center.

At 1:30 a.m. on August 22, the Swamp Angel fired its first round at Charleston, followed by 15 additional shots before dawn. Alarm bells and whistles immediately went off in Charleston. Four of the rounds were explosive shells; the other 12 were filled with an incendiary known as Greek fire.

On August 23, the gun crew fired 20 additional rounds at the city, but the last round disabled the gun, bursting the breech and blowing off the reinforcing band. No other guns were placed in the battery, and the physical damage to Charleston caused by the Swamp Angel was minimal, although its shells did set some fires and caused no small panic among the citizens. Charleston remained defiant, however.

After the war, the Swamp Angel was sold for scrap and moved to Trenton, New Jersey. Before it could be broken up, its provenance was discovered, and the gun was then turned into a monument in a city park, where it can be seen today.
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Sweeny, Thomas William

Birth Date: December 25, 1820

Death Date: April 10, 1892

Union officer. Born in County Cork, Ireland, on December 25, 1820, Thomas William Sweeny at age 12 followed his widowed mother to America and subsequently found a job in a law publication firm. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Sweeny was commissioned a second lieutenant of the 1st New York Infantry on November 23, 1846. He was wounded in the head in the Battle of Contreras and lost his right arm in the Battle of Churubusco. He secured a commission in the regular army as a second lieutenant in the 2nd Infantry on March 3, 1848. Mustered out of volunteer service on March 16, Sweeny was promoted to first lieutenant of regulars on June 11, 1851. Assigned to the West, he was wounded in the neck by an arrow in Cocopa County, California, in May 1852. He was promoted to captain on January 19, 1861.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Sweeny served first under Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon at St. Louis, Missouri, and then under Brigadier General Franz Sigel at Carthage. In the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), in which Lyon was killed, Sweeny was badly wounded and had to be carried from the field. In January 1862, Sweeny became colonel of the 52nd Illinois Infantry and fought in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16). In the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7), he commanded a brigade and was again wounded. He also commanded a brigade in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4).

Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on March 16, 1863, with date of rank from November 29, 1862, Sweeny passed most of 1863 in garrison duties in Tennessee and Mississippi. He commanded a division in XVI Corps during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), during which he was arrested and court-martialed for having engaged in a fistfight with his corps commander, Major General Grenville M. Dodge, and fellow brigade commander Brigadier General John W. Fuller on July 25, 1864. Following a lengthy trial, Sweeny was acquitted. He was mustered out of the volunteers on August 24, 1865, and dismissed from the regulars on December 29, 1865, for being absent without leave. He was reinstated as a major in the 16th Infantry, probably because of political considerations, on November 8, 1866.

Sweeny was also involved in the Fabian movement that sought the invasion and conquest of Canada. Unassigned on March 15, 1869, with the reduction in the size of the army, he was, perhaps surprisingly, retired as a brigadier general on May 11, 1870. Sweeny died at Astoria, New York, on April 10, 1892.
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Swift Creek, Battle of

Event Date: May 9, 1864

Engagement in Virginia during the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864). Also known as the Battle of Arrowhead Church, the Battle of Swift Creek took place in Chesterfield County, Virginia, near the Confederate capital of Richmond, when Union major general Benjamin F. Butler, commander of the Army of the James, attempted to cut the Confederate supply lines, particularly the Richmond & Petersburg Railroad, supporting General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia north of Richmond.

Attacking south on the Richmond Turnpike toward Petersburg, Butler’s forces were met and halted by the Confederates along a part of 50-mile-long Swift Creek, which rises west of Richmond and then flows into the Appomattox River. The Confederate line extended from Brander’s Bridge in the west across the turnpike and almost to Fort Clifton in the east. The initial Union advance ran into the 11th South Carolina Infantry Regiment of Brigadier General Johnson Hagood’s command. Union brigadier general Charles A. Heckman’s 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, XVIII Corps, then formed up, only to meet a premature attack by the 21st South Carolina Infantry charging across the Swift Creek bridge. The Union soldiers fired a series of volleys against the Confederates, cutting down a large number of them.

At the same time as the Battle of Swift Creek was occurring, to the east five Union gunboats moved up the Appomattox River to bombard Fort Clifton, while Edward W. Hincks’s division of U.S. Army Colored Troops in the Army of the James moved through marshy terrain toward the fort from the land side. The Confederates drove off the gunboats, and the land attack was abandoned.

Skirmishing continued throughout the night. The 8th Connecticut Infantry, armed with Sharps rifles, turned back a Confederate assault across the railroad bridge over Swift Creek east of the turnpike. The next morning, Butler ordered a withdrawal. The Confederates soon had the track damage repaired. Casualties in this inconclusive day of fighting totaled 990 on the two sides.
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Swinton, William

Birth Date: April 23, 1833

Death Date: October 24, 1892

Newspaper correspondent. William Swinton was born on April 23, 1833, in Salton, Scotland. Immigrating with his family to New York in 1843, Swinton first studied to be a Presbyterian minister at Knox College, Toronto, as well as at Amherst College, but he did not graduate from either school before becoming a teacher. He taught languages at several schools and published his first book in 1859. That same year, he became a correspondent for the New York Times under the editorial direction of his brother John.

Reporting from the front during the Civil War, William Swinton was everywhere, from the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) to the ongoing naval operations in Charleston Harbor. He scored a journalistic coup by reporting on fighting during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) before his competitors. Swinton was, however, unpopular with some Union officers for his unethical reporting methods. During the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), he was caught eavesdropping on a planning session between Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant and Major General George G. Meade. The warning he received did not prevent him from later attempting to bribe a telegraph operator for confidential information. Major General Ambrose E. Burnside sentenced Swinton to be shot, but Grant, through Meade, commuted the sentence, stripped him of his press credentials, and sent him back to New York.

Despite being kept away from the front for the last year of the conflict, Swinton strongly supported the Union war effort by writing tracts for President Abraham Lincoln’s 1864 reelection and published a book attacking the wartime performance of Lincoln’s opponent, former major general George B. McClellan. After the war, Swinton published two histories of the Civil War and several textbooks. In 1869 he became chair of the English program at the University of California–Berkeley. Swinton resigned in 1872 to devote himself to full-time writing in New York City, where he died on October 24, 1892.
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Sykes, George

Birth Date: October 9, 1822

Death Date: February 8, 1880

Union officer. George Sykes was born on October 9, 1822, in Dover, Delaware, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1842. Serving in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Sykes was promoted to first lieutenant in September 1846 and brevetted captain for his actions at the Battle of Cerro Gordo. He also served in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858) and was promoted to captain in 1855.

Promoted to major in the regular army following the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, Sykes commanded the only regular infantry on the field in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he performed effectively. Promoted to brigadier general, U.S. Volunteers, on September 28, 1861, he commanded the 2nd Division in Major General Fitz John Porter’s V Corps, Army of the Potomac, during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863).

On November 29, 1862, Sykes was promoted to major general. He assumed command of V Corps, Army of the Potomac, when Major General George Meade replaced Major General Joseph Hooker as commander of the Army of the Potomac on June 28, 1863. At the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Syke’s corps played a key role in the Union’s stubborn defense on July 2, stopping Confederate attacks at Little Round Top, driving the remainder of Major General John B. Hood’s brigades across the Valley of Death, and ending the contest at the Wheatfield.

Because of Sykes’s uninspiring and overly cautious performance during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863), however, he was relieved of command when the Army of the Potomac was reorganized. Sykes commanded a district in the Department of Kansas from April 20, 1864, to June 7, 1865, and received brevets in the regular army to major general. When the war ended, he reverted to lieutenant colonel in the regular army and was assigned to the 5th Infantry Regiment. On January 12, 1868, he was promoted to colonel and given command of the 20th Infantry Regiment. Sykes died while still on active duty at Fort Brown (now Brownsville), Texas, on February 8, 1880.
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Bedini, Gaetano

Bee, Barnard Elliott

Bee, Hamilton Prioleau

Beecher, Henry Ward

Belknap, William Worth

Bell, John

Bell, Tyree Harris

Belle Isle Prison, Virginia

Belmont, Battle of

Benham, Henry Washington

Benjamin, Judah Philip

Bennett, James Gordon

Bennett House

Benning, Henry Lewis

Benton, Samuel

Benton, USS

Bentonville, Battle of

Berdan, Hiram

Berdan’s Sharpshooters

Bermuda

Bermuda Hundred Campaign

Berry, Hiram Gregory

Berryville, Battle of

Bibb, Henry

Bickerdyke, Mary Ann Ball

Bickley, George Washington Lafayette

Bierce, Ambrose Gwinnett

Big Bethel, Battle of

Big Black River, First Battle of

Big Black River, Second Battle of

Bigelow, John

Bird Creek, Indian Territory, Engagement at

Birdsong Ferry, Mississippi, Engagement at

Birney, David Bell

Birney, William

Bissell, William Henry

Black Codes

Black Republicans

Blackwell, Elizabeth

Blaine, James Gillespie

Blair, Austin

Blair, Francis Preston, Jr.

Blair, Francis Preston, Sr.

Blair, Montgomery

Blair’s Landing, Battle of

Blakely Gun

Blanchard, Albert Gallatin

Blazer’s Scouts

Bleeding Kansas

Blenker, Louis

Blockade of the Confederacy, Union

Blockade-Runners

Blountville, Tennessee, Engagement at

Blue Springs, Battle of

Blunt, James Gillpatrick

Bocock, Thomas Stanhope

Boggs, William Robertson

Bonham, Milledge Luke

“The Bonnie Blue Flag”

Boomer, George Boardman

Booneville, Battle of

Boonville, Battle of

Booth, John Wilkes

Borden, Gail, Jr.

Border States

Boreman, Arthur Inghram

Bormann Fuse

Botts, John Minor

Boudinot, Elias Cornelius

Bounty System

Boutwell, George Sewall

Bowen, John Stevens

Boyce, William Waters

Boyd, Maria Isabelle

Boydton Plank Road, Battle of

Bradford, Augustus Williamson

Bradley, Amy Morris

Brady, Mathew

Bragg, Braxton

Bragg, Edward Stuyvesant

Bragg, Thomas

Bramlette, Thomas Elliott

Branch, Lawrence O’Bryan

Brandon, William Lindsay

Brandy Station, Battle of

Brannan, John Milton

Brantley, William Felix

Bratton, John

Breckinridge, John Cabell

Breckinridge, Margaret E.

Breckinridge, Robert Jefferson

Brentwood, Battle of

Brevard, Theodore Washington, Jr.

Brevet Rank

Brice’s Crossroads, Battle of

Bright, Jesse David

Bright, John

Bristoe Campaign

Bristoe Station, First Battle of

Bristoe Station, Second Battle of

Brooke, John Mercer

Brooke, John Rutter

Brooke Guns

Brooks, Preston Smith

Brooks, William Thomas Harbaugh

Brough, John

Brown, Albert Gallatin

Brown, Egbert Benson

Brown, Isaac Newton

Brown, John

Brown, John Calvin

Brown, Joseph Emerson

Brown, William Wells

Browne, William Montague

Brownell, Francis Edwin

Brownell, Kady Southwell

Browning, Orville Hickman

Brownlow, William Gannaway

Brownsville, Texas

Bryan, Goode

Bryant, William Cullen

Buchanan, Franklin

Buchanan, James

Buchanan, Robert Christie

Buck and Ball

Buck and Gag

Buck Head Creek, Georgia, Engagement at

Buckingham, William Alfred

Buckland, Ralph Pomeroy

Buckland Mills, Battle of

Buckner, Simon Bolivar

Buell, Don Carlos

Buford, Abraham

Buford, John

Buford, Napoleon Bonaparte

Bugle Calls

Bulloch, James Dunwody

Bullock, Robert

Bull Run, First Battle of

Bull Run, Second Battle of

Bummers

Burbridge, Stephen Gano

Burnett, Henry Lawrence

Burnham, Hiram

Burns, Anthony

Burns, John Lawrence

Burns, William Wallace

Burnside, Ambrose Everett

Burnside Carbine

Burton, William

Bushnell, Cornelius Scranton

Bussey, Cyrus

Butler, Andrew

Butler, Benjamin Franklin

Butler, Matthew Calbraith

Butt, Walter Raleigh

Butterfield, Daniel Adams

Buzzards Roost, Georgia, Engagement at

Cabell, William Lewis

Cabinet, CSA

Cabinet, U.S.

Cadwalader, George

Cairo, USS

Cairo-Class River Ironclads, U.S. Navy

Caldwell, John Curtis

Calhoun, John Caldwell

California

California, Union Department of

California Column

Camden Expedition

Cameron, James

Cameron, Robert Alexander

Cameron, Simon

Campbell, Alexander William

Campbell, John Archibald

Campbell’s Station, Battle of

Camp Chase, Ohio

Camp Douglas, Illinois

Camp Ford, Texas

Camp Jackson Affair

Camp Morton, Indiana

Camp Nelson, Kentucky

Camp Revival Meetings

Canby, Edward Richard Sprigg

Cane River Crossing, Louisiana, Engagement at

Cannon, William

Cantey, James

Capers, Ellison

Carey, Henry Charles

Carleton, James Henry

Carleton’s Campaign

Carlin, William Passmore

Carlisle, Pennsylvania

Carman, Ezra Ayers

Carnegie, Andrew

Carnifex Ferry, Battle of

Carondelet, USS

Carpetbaggers

Carr, Eugene Asa

Carrick’s Ford, Battle of

Carrington, Henry Beebee

Carroll, Anna Ella

Carroll, Samuel Sprigg

Carroll, William Henry

Carson, Christopher Houston

Carte de Visite

Carter, John Carpenter

Carter, Samuel Powhatan

Carthage, Battle of

Caruthers, Robert Looney

Casey, Silas

Cashier, Albert D. J.

Cass, Lewis

Castle Pinckney, South Carolina

Castle Thunder, Virginia

Casualties, Union and Confederate

Catholics

Catlett’s Station, Virginia, Stuart’s Raid on

Catron, John

Causes of the Civil War

Cavalry, Confederate

Cavalry, Union

Cavalry Tactics

Cedar Creek, Battle of

Cedar Mountain, Battle of

Censorship

Centralia Massacre

Central Kentucky, Confederate Army of

Chaffin’s Farm, Battle of

Chalmers, James Ronald

Chamberlain, Joshua Lawrence

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, Burning of

Chambliss, John Randolph, Jr.

Champion Hill, Battle of

Chancellorsville, Battle of

Chandler, Zachariah

Chantilly, Battle of

Chaplains

Chaplains, African American

Chapman, Conrad Wise

Chapman, George Henry

Charleston, South Carolina

Charleston, South Carolina, Confederate Attack on Union Blockaders

Charleston, South Carolina, Evacuation of

Charleston Harbor, Siege of

Charleston Mercury

Charleston Riot

Chase, Salmon Portland

Chattahoochee River, Georgia, Operations around

Chattanooga, Tennessee

Chattanooga Campaign

Cheatham, Benjamin Franklin

Cheat Mountain, Battle of

Cherokees

Chesnut, James, Jr.

Chesnut, Mary Boykin

Cheyennes

Chicago Tribune

Chickamauga, Battle of

Chickasaw Bluffs, Battle of

Chickasaws

Chilton, Robert Hall

Chivington, John Milton

Choctaw Resolutions

Choctaws

Chrysler, Morgan Henry

Churches

Churchill, Thomas James

Cincinnati, Ohio, Defense of

City Point, Virginia

Civil Liberties, CSA

Civil Liberties, U.S.

Clark, Charles

Clark, Edward

Clark, Henry Toole

Clark, John Bullock, Jr.

Class Conflict, North and South

Clay, Cassius Marcellus

Clay, Clement Claiborne, Jr.

Clay, Henry

Clay-Clopton, Virginia

Clayton, Henry Delamar

Clayton, Powell

Cleburne, Patrick Ronayne

Clem, John Lincoln

Clingman, Thomas Lanier

Cloyd’s Mountain, Battle of

Cluseret, Gustave Paul

Coal

Coal Torpedo

Cobb, Howell

Cobb, Thomas Reade Rootes

Cobb’s Legion

Coburn, Abner

Cocke, Philip St. George

Cockrell, Francis Marion

Coffeeville, Battle of

Coffin, Charles Carleton

Cold Harbor, Battle of

Colfax, Schuyler, Jr.

Collins, Napoleon

Colorado Territory

Colquitt, Alfred Holt

Colston, Raleigh Edward

Colt, Samuel

Columbia, South Carolina, Burning of

Columbus, Kentucky

Commerce Raiding, Confederate

Commissary of Subsistence

Committee of Thirteen

Committee of Thirty-Three

Committee on the Conduct of the War

Commutation

Compendium of the War of the Rebellion

Compromise of 1850

Comstock, Cyrus Ballou

Confederate Diaspora

Confederate Indians

Confederate Veteran

Confiscation Acts of 1861 and 1862

Congress, CSA

Congress, U.S.

Conkling, Roscoe

Connecticut

Conner, James

Connor, Patrick Edward

Conscientious Objectors

Conscription, CSA

Conscription, U.S.

Constitution, CSA

Constitutional Union Party

Contrabands

Cony, Samuel

Cooke, Jay

Cooke, John Esten

Cooke, John Rodgers

Cooke, Philip St. George

Cooper, Douglas Hancock

Cooper, Joseph Alexander

Cooper, Samuel

Cooperationists

Copperheads

Corcoran, Michael

Corcoran Legion

Corinth, Battle of

Corinth, Mississippi

Corinth, Mississippi, Siege of

Corps Badges

Corpus Christi, Texas, Siege of

Corrick’s Ford, Battle of

Corse, John Murray

Corse, Montgomery Dent

Cosby, George Blake

Cost of the Civil War

Cotton

Cottonclads

Cotton Diplomacy

Cotton Gin

Couch, Darius Nash

Courtenay, Thomas Edgeworth

Courts, CSA

Courts, U.S.

Covert Action, CSA

Covert Action, U.S.

Covode, John

Cox, Jacob Dolson

Cox, Samuel Sullivan

Cox, William Ruffin

Coxetter, Louis Mitchell

Cracker Line Operation

Crampton’s Gap, Battle of

Crapo, Henry Howland

Crater, Battle of the

Craven, Thomas Tingey

Craven, Tunis Augustus Macdonough

Crawford, Samuel Johnson

Crawford, Samuel Wylie

Creeks

Crimping

Crittenden, George Bibb

Crittenden, John Jordan

Crittenden, Thomas Leonidas

Crittenden Compromise

Crocker, Marcellus Monroe

Crook, George

Cross Keys, Battle of

Croxton, John Thomas

Cruft, Charles

Cullum, George Washington

Cumberland, Union Army of the

Cumberland River

Cumming, Alfred

Cumming, Kate

Currency, Confederate

Currier & Ives

Curry, Jabez Monroe

Curtin, Andrew Gregg

Curtis, Benjamin Robbins

Curtis, Newton Martin

Curtis, Samuel Ryan

Cushing, Alonzo Hereford

Cushing, William Barker

Cushman, Pauline

Custer, George Armstrong

Cutler, Lysander

Cyclorama
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Dabney, Robert Lewis

Dahlgren, John Adolph Bernard

Dahlgren, Ulric

Dahlgren Guns

Dakota Sioux

Dakota Territory

Dallas, Battle of

Dalton, First Battle of

Dana, Charles Anderson

Dana, Napoleon Jackson Tecumseh

Dana, Richard Henry, Jr.

Daniel, Junius

Darbytown and New Market Roads, Battle of

Daughters of the Regiment

David-Class Torpedo Boats

Davidson, Henry Brevard

Davidson, Hunter

Davies, Henry Eugene

Davis, Charles Henry

Davis, David

Davis, George

Davis, Henry Winter

Davis, Jefferson Columbus

Davis, Jefferson Finis

Davis, Jefferson Finis, Capture of

Davis, Joseph Robert

Davis, Sam

Davis, Varina Banks Howell

Davis, William George Mackey

Davis Bend, Mississippi

Dawes, Henry Laurens

Dayton, William Lewis

Dearing, James

Deas, Zachariah Cantey

De Bow, James Dunwoody Brownson

De Bow’s Review

Debray, Xavier Blanchard

Declaration of Paris

Deep Bottom, First Battle of

Deep Bottom, Second Battle of

Deere, John

Delafield, Richard

De Lagnel, Julius Adolph

Delaware

De Leon, Edwin

Democratic Party

Dennis, Elias Smith

Dennison, William, Jr.

Dent, Frederick Tracy

Department No. 1, Confederate

Department No. 2, Confederate

Desertion

Deshler, James

De Trobriand, Philippe Régis Dénis de Keredern

Devens, Charles, Jr.

Devil’s Den, Battle of

Devin, Thomas Casimer

Dewey, George

Dibrell, George Gibbs

Dickinson, Anna Elizabeth

Dilger, Hubert Anton Casimir

Dill, Benjamin Franklin

Diplomacy, Confederate

Diplomacy, U.S.

Discipline

District Emancipation Act

Divers, Bridget

Dix, Dorothea Lynde

Dix, John Adams

Dixie

Dockery, Thomas Pleasant

Dodge, Grenville Mellen

Doles, George Pierre

Donelson, Daniel Smith

Doubleday, Abner

Douglas, Henry Kyd

Douglas, Stephen Arnold

Douglas Landing, Arkansas, Skirmish at

Douglass, Frederick

Dow, Neal

Dowling, Richard William

Draft Dodgers

Dranesville, Battle of

Drayton, Percival

Drayton, Thomas Fenwick

Dred Scott Case

Drewry’s Bluff, First Battle of

Drewry’s Bluff, Second Battle of

Droop Mountain, Battle of

DuBose, Dudley McIver

Dudley, Thomas Haines

Duffié, Alfred Napoléon Alexandre

Duke, Basil Wilson

Dumfries, Virginia, Stuart’s Raid on

Duncan, Johnson Kelly

Dunovant, John

Du Pont, Samuel Francis

Durant, Thomas Jefferson

Duryée, Abram

Duryée’s Zouaves

Dwight, William

Eads, James Buchanan

Early, Jubal Anderson

Early’s Raid on Washington, D.C.

East, Union Department of the

East Gulf Blockading Squadron

East Tennessee, Confederate Army and Department of

Eaton, Amos Beebe

Ebenezer Church, Alabama, Engagement at

Echols, John

Ector, Matthew Duncan

Edmonds, Sarah Emma

Edmondson, Isabella

Education

Edwards, Oliver

Egan, Thomas Wilberforce

Election of 1860, U.S.

Election of 1862, U.S.

Election of 1863, CSA

Election of 1864, U.S.

Elizabeth City, Battle of

Ellet, Alfred Washington

Ellet, Charles, Jr.

Elliott, Stephen, Jr.

Elliott, Washington Lafayette

Ellis, John Willis

Ellsworth, Ephraim Elmer

Ellsworth’s Zouaves

Elmira Prison, New York

Eltham’s Landing, Battle of

Elzey, Arnold

Emancipation Proclamation

Emerson, Ralph Waldo

Emmett, Daniel Decatur

Emory, William Hemsley

Enchantress Affair

Engineers

Enrolled Missouri Militia

Ericsson, John

Erlanger Loan

Espionage in the Civil War

Etheridge, Lorinda Anna Blair

Evans, Augusta Jane

Evans, Clement Anselm

Evans, George Henry

Evans, John

Evans, Nathan George

Evarts, William Maxwell

Everett, Edward

Ewell, Richard Stoddart

Ewing, Hugh Boyle

Ewing, Thomas, Jr.

Excelsior Brigade

Ex Parte Merryman

Ex Parte Milligan

Ezra Church, Battle of

Factory Labor

Factory System

Fagan, James Fleming

Fairbanks, Erastus

Fairfax Court House, Battle of

Fair Garden, Tennessee, Engagement at

Fair Oaks and Darbytown Road, Battle of

Falling Waters, Battle of

Farnsworth, Elon John

Farragut, David Glasgow

Fauntleroy, Charles Magill

Fayetteville, North Carolina, Union Occupation of

Fayetteville Arsenal, North Carolina

Featherston, Winfield Scott

Fenton, Reuben Eaton

Ferguson, Champ

Ferguson, Samuel Wragg

Ferrero, Edward

Ferry, Orris Sanford

Fessenden, Francis

Fessenden, James Deering

Fessenden, William Pitt

Field, Charles William

Fifteenth Amendment

54th Massachusetts Regiment of Infantry

Fighting McCooks

Fillmore, Millard

Film and the Civil War

Financing, CSA

Financing, U.S.

Finegan, Joseph

Fingal, CSS

Finley, Clement Alexander

Finley, Jesse Johnson

Fire-Eaters

1st Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment

1st New Jersey Brigade

First Shot of the Civil War

1st Vermont Brigade

Fish, Hamilton

Fisher’s Hill, Battle of

Fisk, Clinton Bowen

Fitzhugh, George

Five Forks, Battle of

Flags

Flanagin, Harris

Florida

Florida, CSS

Florida, Union Department of

Floyd, John Buchanan

Fogg, George Gilman

Fogg, Isabella Morrison

Foote, Andrew Hull

Foote, Henry Stuart

Foraging

Forbes, Edwin

Force, Manning Ferguson

Ford’s Theatre

Foreign-Born Soldiers

Forney, John Horace

Forney, William Henry

Forrest, French

Forrest, Nathan Bedford

Forrest’s First Tennessee Raid

Forrest’s Kentucky Raid

Forrest’s Second Tennessee Raid

Forsyth, James William

Fort Anderson, North Carolina

Fort Blakely, Alabama, Siege of

Fort Brooke, Florida, Engagements at

Fort Delaware Prison, Delaware

Fort Donelson, Battle of

Fort Fisher Campaign

Fort Gibson, Siege of

Fort Gregg, Battle of

Fort Henry, Battle of

Fort Hindman, Battle of

Fort Huger, Virginia

Fortifications, Field

Fort Jefferson and Fort Taylor, Florida

Fort Lafayette, New York

Fort Macon, North Carolina, Siege of

Fort McAllister, Georgia, Capture of

Fort McAllister, Georgia, Union Naval Attacks on

Fort Monroe, Virginia

Fort Morgan, Alabama

Fort Myers, Battle of

Fort Pickens, Florida

Fort Pillow, Battle of

Fort Pillow, Tennessee, Capture of

Fort Pulaski, Georgia, Reduction of

Fort Riley, Kansas

Fort Sanders, Battle of

Fort Smith, Arkansas

Fort Stedman, Battle of

Fort Stevens, District of Columbia

Fort Sumter, South Carolina, Confederate Bombardment of

Fort Sumter, South Carolina, Dahlgren’s Attacks on

Fort Sumter, South Carolina, Du Pont’s Attack on

Fort Sumter, South Carolina, U.S. Efforts to Relieve

Fort Wagner, South Carolina, Siege of

Fort Warren, Massachusetts

Foster, John Gray

Foster, Robert Sanford

Foster, Stephen Collins

Fourteenth Amendment

Fox, Gustavus Vasa

France

Franklin, Battle of

Franklin, William Buel

Franklin and Nashville Campaign

Franklin’s Crossing, Virginia, Engagement at

Fraser, Trenholm & Company

Frazer, John Wesley

Fredericksburg, Confederate Department of

Fredericksburg, First Battle of

Fredericksburg, Second Battle of

Fredericksburg Campaign

Freedmen

Freedmen’s Bureau

Free Labor

Freeport Doctrine

Free Soil Party

Frémont, Jessie Benton

Frémont, John Charles

Frémont’s Emancipation Proclamation

French, Samuel Gibbs

French, William Henry

Frietschie, Barbara

Frontier, Union Army of the

Front Royal, Battle of

Front Royal, Virginia, Engagement at

Frost, Daniel March

Fry, Birkett Davenport

Fry, James Barnet

Fry, Speed Smith

Fugitive Slave Act of 1850

Fuller, John Wallace

Furman, James Clement

Gaines Landing, Battle of

Gaines’ Mill, Battle of

Galena, USS

Galvanized Yankees and Galvanized Rebels

Galveston, Battle of

Galveston, Texas

Gamble, Hamilton Rowan

Gamble, William

Gano, Richard Montgomery

Gardner, Alexander

Gardner, Franklin

Gardner, James

Gardner, William Montgomery

Garfield, James Abram

Garland, Samuel, Jr.

Garnett, Richard Brooke

Garnett, Robert Selden

Garrard, Kenner

Garrett, Thomas

Garrison, William Lloyd

Garrott, Isham Warren

Gartrell, Lucius Jeremiah

Gary, Martin Witherspoon

Gatlin, Richard Caswell

Gatling Gun

Geary, John White

General Order No. 100

Georgia

Georgia, Confederate Department of

Georgia, Union Army of

Georgia, Union Department of

Georgia Militia

German Americans in the Civil War

Getty, George Washington

Gettysburg, Battle of

Gettysburg Address

Gettysburg Battlefield Memorial Association

Gettysburg Campaign

Gholson, Samuel Jameson

Gibbon, John

Gibbs, Alfred

Gibson, Randall Lee

Giddings, Joshua Reed

Gilbert, Charles Champion

Gillem, Alvan Cullen

Gillmore, Quincy Adams

Gilmer, Jeremy Francis

Gilmer, John Adams

Gilmor, Harry Ward

Gilmore, James Roberts

Gilmore, Joseph Albree

Girardey, Victor Jean Baptiste

Gist, States Rights

Gladden, Adley Hogan

Glasgow, Battle of

Globe Tavern, Battle of

Glorieta Pass, Battle of

Godwin, Archibald Campbell

Goggin, James Monroe

Gold Hoax

Goldsboro, North Carolina

Goldsborough, John Rodgers

Goldsborough, Louis Malesherbes

Goodwin, Ichabod

Gordon, George Henry

Gordon, George Washington

Gordon, James Byron

Gordon, John Brown

Gorgas, Josiah

Govan, Daniel Chevilette

Gracie, Archibald, Jr.

Grady, Henry Woodfin

Graham, Charles Kinnaird

Graham, William Alexander

Grain Supplies, Northern

Granbury, Hiram Bronson

Grand Army of the Republic

Grand Gulf, Battle of

Grand Review of the Armies

Granger, Gordon

Grant, Lewis Addison

Grant, Ulysses Simpson

Grant’s Anti-Jew Order

Gratiot Street and Myrtle Street Federal Military Prisons, St. Louis

Gray, Henry

Grayson, John Breckinridge

Great Britain

Greeley, Horace

Green, Martin Edwin

Green, Thomas

Greenbacks

Greenbrier River, Battle of

Greene, George Sears

Greene, Samuel Dana

Greenhow, Rose O’Neal

Greer, Elkanah Brackin

Gregg, David McMurtrie

Gregg, John

Gregg, Maxcy

Gregg, William

Gresham, Walter Quintin

Grier, Robert Cooper

Grierson, Benjamin Henry

Grierson’s Raid

Griffin, Charles

Griffin, Simon Goodell

Griffing, Josephine Sophia White

Griffith, Richard

Grimes, Bryan

Grimké, Sarah Moore

Grimké Weld, Angelina Emily

Grinnell, Josiah Bushnell

Griswold & Gunnison

Griswoldville, Battle of

Grose, William

Grover, Cuvier

Groveton, Battle of

Grow, Galusha Aaron

Guerrilla Warfare

Gulf, Confederate District of the

Gulf, Union Department and Army of the

Gulf Blockading Squadron

Gulf of Mexico

Gurowski, Adam

Guthrie, James

Habeas Corpus, Writ of, CSA

Habeas Corpus, Writ of, U.S.

Hagood, Johnson

Hahn, Michael

Hall, Maria M. C.

Hall, Norman Jonathan

Hall, Willard Preble

Halleck, Henry Wager

Halpine, Charles Graham

Halstead, Murat

Hamblin, Joseph Eldridge

Hamilton, Andrew Jackson

Hamilton, Charles Smith

Hamilton, Schuyler

Hamlin, Charles

Hamlin, Cyrus

Hamlin, Hannibal

Hammond, James Henry

Hammond, William Alexander

Hampton, Wade

Hampton Legion

Hampton Roads, Battles of

Hampton Roads, Virginia

Hampton Roads Peace Conference

Hampton-Rosser Cattle Raid

Hancock, Cornelia

Hancock, Winfield Scott

Hanover, Battle of

Hanover Court House, Battle of

Hanson, Roger Weightman

Hardee, William Joseph

Hardee’s Tactics

Hardeman, William Polk

Hardie, James Allen

Hardin, Martin Davis

Hardtack

Harker, Charles Garrison

Harlan, James

Harpers Ferry, Battle of

Harpers Ferry, Virginia

Harpers Ferry, Virginia, John Brown’s Raid on

Harper’s Weekly

Harris, Elizabeth

Harris, Isham Green

Harris, Nathaniel Harrison

Harris, Thomas Maley

Harrison, Benjamin

Harrison, Henry Thomas

Harrison, James Edward

Harrison, Thomas

Harrison’s Landing Letter

Harrow, William

Hart, John Elliott

Hartford, USS

Hartranft, John Frederick

Hartsuff, George Lucas

Harvey, Cordelia Perrine

Harvey, Louis Powell

Hascall, Milo Smith

Haskin, Joseph Abel

Hatch, Edward

Hatch, John Porter

Hatcher’s Run, Battle of

Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, Union Assault on

Hatton, Robert Hopkins

Haupt, Herman

Hawes, James Morrison

Hawes, Richard

Hawkins, John Parker

Hawley, Harriet Foote

Hawley, Joseph Roswell

Haw’s Shop, Battle of

Hawthorne, Nathaniel

Hay, John Milton

Hayes, Rutherford Birchard

Hayne, Paul Hamilton

Hays, Alexander

Hays, Harry Thompson

Hays, William

Hazen, William Babcock

Head of Passes, Battle of

Hébert, Louis

Hébert, Paul Octave

Heckman, Charles Adam

Heintzelman, Samuel Peter

Helena, Battle of

Helm, Benjamin Hardin

Helper, Hinton Rowan

Hendricks, Thomas

Henrico, Confederate Department of

Henry Repeating Rifle

Herndon, William Henry

Herron, Francis Jay

Heth, Henry

Hickenlooper, Andrew

Hickenlooper’s Battery

Hicks, Thomas Holliday

Higgins, Edward

Higginson, Thomas Wentworth

High Bridge, Battle of

Hill, Adams Sherman

Hill, Ambrose Powell

Hill, Benjamin Harvey

Hill, Benjamin Jefferson

Hill, Daniel Harvey

Hincks, Edward Winslow

Hindman, Thomas Carmichael

Hines, Thomas Henry

Hines’s Indiana Raid

Hitchcock, Ethan Allen

H. L. Hunley, CSS

Hobson, Edward Henry

Hodge, George Baird

Hoffman, William

Hoge, Jane Currie Blaikie

Hogg, Joseph Lewis

Hoke, Robert Frederick

Holbrook, Frederick

Holcombe, James Philemon

Holden, William Woods

Hollins, George Nichols

Holly Springs, Mississippi, Raid on

Holmes, Oliver Wendell, Jr.

Holmes, Sarah Katherine Stone

Holmes, Theophilus Hunter

Holt, Joseph

Holtzclaw, James Thaddeus

Home Front, Confederate

Home Front, Union

Homer, Winslow

Homestead Act

Honey Hill, Battle of

Honey Springs, Battle of

Hood, John Bell

Hood’s Texas Brigade

Hooker, Joseph

Hopkins, Juliet Ann Opie

Horse Landing, Battle of

Hospitals, Military

Hospital Ships

Hotchkiss, Jedediah

Hotze, Henry

Housatonic, USS

Houston, Samuel

Hovey, Alvin Peterson

Howard, Joseph, Jr.

Howard, Oliver Otis

Howe, Albion Parris

Howe, Julia Ward

Howe, Samuel Gridley

Hudson, Frederic

Huger, Benjamin

Humes, William Young Conn

Humphreys, Andrew Atkinson

Humphreys, Benjamin Grubb

Hunt, Henry Jackson

Hunter, David

Hunter, Robert Mercer Taliaferro

Hunter’s Raid

Hunton, Eppa

Huntsville, Alabama

Hurlbut, Stephen Augustus

Huse, Caleb
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Illinois

Imboden, John Daniel

Immigrants

Imprints, Confederate

Income Tax, Confederacy

Income Tax, U.S.

Indiana

Indian Brigade

Indian Territory

Industrial Revolution

Industry

Infantry Tactics

Ingalls, Rufus

Insignia and Equipment, Union and Confederate

Invalid Corps

Iowa

Irish Americans

Irish Bend and Fort Bisland, Louisiana, Engagements at
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Tactics

Employment of military forces on the battlefield to achieve victory in combat. During the Civil War, the primary combat arm was infantry, and the largest practical unit of tactical maneuver was the division. However, as Civil War battles developed, brigade-level action became exceedingly important. In essence, infantry brigades did the fighting during the Civil War.

Most Civil War army commanders had been schooled at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and while the training there was wide-ranging, the campaigns of Napoleon and the geometric precision of Antoine Henri Jomini permeated the thinking of battlefield commanders. The problem with this was twofold. First, the open spaces of most European battlefields gave rise to maneuver and combined-arms attacks, which did not work well in the dense and often rugged woodlands in the United States. Second, artillery and the increased range and rapidity of fire of rifled muskets severely degraded open field maneuvers (particularly wreaking havoc with attempts by cavalry to form and charge) and the effectiveness of closing with the enemy. As a result, many officers were prepared in a manner that did not reflect the dynamics of battle in the war. Moreover, many Southern commanders had a vision of the heroic charge overcoming all odds.

In Europe, it was understood that it took three years to properly train a horse for a well-organized mounted operation. In America, however, cavalrymen were supplied with a saber, a pistol, a carbine, and a mount and had very little training before arriving on the battlefield. Coupled with the general lack of combat training for infantry enlisted personnel—plus the largely unanticipated lethality of the new weaponry—Civil War combat often degraded into a confused infantry melee. One certainly can fault Union major general George B. McClellan for his overly cautious approach to warfare, resulting in a lack of success against General Robert E. Lee, but McClellan understood the new dynamics as well as the lack of proper training and preparation and the casualties they would eventually produce.

There were two main dimensions of Civil War tactics, the first being the dynamics of speed, lethality, mass, and surprise in time and place. The second dimension resided in the nonmaterial realm and was the commander’s and the soldier’s will to fight and resist. The ultimate objective of tactical maneuver was to utilize speed, lethality, mass, and surprise to destroy an opponent’s will to fight. In order to accomplish the latter, commanders sought to gain firepower superiority through movement, rapidity of fire, and marksmanship. Toward the latter, the Confederates formed elite sharpshooter battalions in each infantry brigade.

Infantry was typically formed into two lines flanked at the extremes by cavalry. However, a column advance was also employed. It was 1 to 10 or more companies wide and from 8 to 20 or more deep. In dense underbrush or wooded areas, an open order formation was employed; it consisted of an irregular single line. In the double line attack, one line would fire in unison, then drop to a knee to reload while the next line fired. During assaults, infantry units would also conduct platoon volleys in which collective fire was massed on a single target.

Musket and artillery fire were rarely decisive at a distance, meaning that the infantry would have to close with the enemy and, if able to achieve firepower superiority, either force the enemy to withdraw or to close and defeat the enemy in close-quarter combat. Many Civil War commanders adopted the Napoleonic practice of threatening an enemy’s flank, thereby forcing him to commit his reserve, at which time the commander would then commit his reserve in an attack on a perceived weakness in the opponent’s line or formation. In the European combined-arms approach, a commander used his artillery and infantry to hold the enemy in place, while the cavalry flanked the formation and attacked into the opponent’s rear. Open areas such as those found on European plains would allow for this, but the dense woods and underbrush of the United States would not. Thus, combined-arms approaches were difficult to coordinate and conduct.

From the writings of Jomini, Civil War combatants understood the value of operating from secure interior lines. In short, this meant that operations should have lines of communications to areas under friendly control to effect resupply and maneuver and, if necessary, conduct retrograde actions. Lee conducted operations in which he had access to roads useful as interior lines.

Units that were cut off from secure lines were destroyed piecemeal. A major tactical objective was to bring to bear a superior level of force against an inferior section of the enemy position and in doing so destroy the integrity of the entire enemy formation. Effective order bred courage, while disorder and chaos bred fear and flight. The objective was to create disorder and chaos in your opponents’ minds through maneuver, lethality, mass, speed, and surprise and in doing so degrade his will to stand and fight.

JAMES BRIAN MCNABB
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Taliaferro, William Booth

Birth Date: December 28, 1822

Death Date: February 28, 1898

Confederate officer. William Booth Taliaferro (pronounced “Tolliver”) was born into a distinguished, wealthy family on December 28, 1822, in Gloucester County, Virginia. He graduated from the College of William and Mary in 1841, studied law at Harvard College, and became an attorney. In February 1847, he joined the U.S. Army as a captain and saw action during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). From 1850 to 1853, he served in the Virginia House of Delegates. Active in the Virginia Militia, he led troops at Harpers Ferry after John Brown’s raid in the autumn of 1859. By 1861, Taliaferro was a major general of militia in the Tidewater. Soon thereafter, he was commissioned a colonel in the Confederate Army and took command of the 23rd Virginia Infantry Regiment.

Taliaferro proved to be a stern taskmaster, which often alienated his men. Assigned to lead a brigade in Major General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s command in late 1861, Taliaferro earned Jackson’s enmity when he and other officers complained bitterly about their alleged ill treatment and poor living conditions at Romney, Virginia, during the winter of 1861–1862. Nevertheless, Taliaferro was promoted to brigadier general in March 1862 and saw action during Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), during which Taliaferro ably led a brigade. He fought in the Battle of McDowell (May 8, 1862), the First Battle of Winchester (May 25, 1862), and the Battle of Port Republic (June 9, 1862). After Jackson’s forces joined the Army of Northern Virginia, Taliaferro fought during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), where he took temporary command of a division. He was wounded three times at the Battle of Groveton (August 28, 1862) and, after returning to duty, participated in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

After Jackson refused to recommend him for advancement to major general, Taliaferro left Jackson’s command and thereafter held commands in Savannah, Georgia, and Charleston, South Carolina. Taliaferro also briefly commanded in eastern Florida. His last major combat involvement was during the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865).

After the war, Taliaferro again served in the Virginia House of Delegates and was a county judge. He died in Gloucester County, Virginia, on February 28, 1898.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Taney, Roger Brooke

Birth Date: March 17, 1777

Death Date: October 12, 1864

Chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. Roger Brooke Taney was born at his family’s plantation, Taney Place, in Calvert County, Maryland, along the Patuxent River on March 17, 1777. After graduating from Dickinson College in 1795, he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1799, entering politics as a Federalist state legislator that same year. Swept out of office in 1800 in the ascendance of the Democratic Republicans, Taney nevertheless remained prominent in Maryland Federalist circles. He also gained celebrity with his oratory and his legal practice, which he moved to Frederick, Maryland, in the early 1800s. Although he disagreed with the declaration of war against Great Britain in 1812, once the War of 1812 began, he supported the war effort, unlike many of his Federalist cohorts.

Taney held a seat in the Maryland Senate from 1816 to 1821. There he tried to act as a moderating political force among the moribund Federalists and pushed for internal improvements. Between 1828 and 1831, Taney was Maryland’s attorney general. In 1824 he had joined ranks with the new Democratic Party and became a strong supporter of Andrew Jackson. Jackson subsequently named him U.S. attorney general, a post that Taney held from 1831 until 1833. From 1833 to 1834, he served as Jackson’s treasury secretary and helped defeat the enabling legislation to recharter the Second Bank of the United States and directed the effort to remove government funds from that bank. In 1835 Jackson named Taney to the Supreme Court; in 1836 Taney was confirmed as chief justice and remained in that position for the rest of his life.

[image: image]

Chief Justice Roger B. Taney remains one of the more controversial figures in American legal history chiefly as a result of his ruling in the 1857 Dred Scott case. Taney also challenged President Abraham Lincoln’s power to suspend habeas corpus without congressional approval and his imposition of a blockade of Southern ports without a declaration of war. (Library of Congress)

Taney presided over numerous landmark court cases and generally tried to adhere to tight constitutional interpretations in an attempt to forge a middle ground in the growing sectional crisis between North and South. He did not believe that the U.S. Constitution permitted the abolition of slavery in U.S. territories and generally opposed attempts to dismantle slavery in the South. By the time he had reached the high court, Taney had freed his own slaves and backed the colonization movement out of a belief that African Americans and white Americans could not cohabitate as equals.

Taney’s opinion in the 1857 Dred Scott case was perhaps the most important of his legal career. Delivering the Court’s majority viewpoint, Taney argued that a Missouri state court’s ruling that granted freedom to Scott merely because his former owner had transported him to free territory must be overturned because it was unconstitutional. Opining that Scott had no constitutional rights as a slave, Taney asserted that Scott thus had no right to bring suit in federal court. Taney went even further in this landmark opinion by ruling that prohibiting slavery in U.S. territories was unconstitutional. In one fell swoop, Taney rendered the 1820 Missouri Compromise moot and denied slaves any rights of citizenship. The decision enraged Republicans and abolitionists alike and significantly raised the stakes in the growing sectional chasm.

Taney also tended to support the rights of those arrested for treason or disloyalty during the Civil War, much to the chagrin of the Abraham Lincoln administration. Taney challenged Lincoln’s power to suspend habeas corpus without congressional approval and his right to impose a blockade of Southern ports without a declaration of war. Taney died in Washington, D.C., on October 12, 1864.
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Tappan, James Camp

Birth Date: September 9, 1825

Death Date: March 19, 1906

Confederate officer. James Camp Tappan was born on September 9, 1825, in Franklin, Tennessee. He graduated from Yale College in 1845. Admitted to the bar the following year, he established a practice in Helena, Arkansas. Tappan was a member of the state legislature for two terms and then served as a circuit court judge until he enlisted in Confederate service.

Commissioned colonel of the 13th Arkansas Infantry Regiment in May 1861, Tappan saw action at the Battles of Belmont (November 7, 1861) and Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Campaigning in Kentucky during the late summer and autumn of 1862, he participated in the Battle of Richmond (August 29–30, 1862) in Kentucky and the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862).

Tappan was advanced to brigadier general on November 5, 1862, and was dispatched to the Trans-Mississippi Department, where he remained until war’s end. Assigned to Major General Sterling Price’s division, Tappan was in Arkansas for much of 1863 and was on hand for most of the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). He distinguished himself commanding a division at the Battle of Pleasant Hill (April 9, 1864) and subsequently returned north to Arkansas, where he rendered exemplary service during the Battle of Jenkins’ Ferry (April 30, 1864) during the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864).

After the war Tappan returned to his law practice in Arkansas, was again elected to the state legislature, and was dean of the state bar. He died on March 19, 1906, in Helena, Arkansas.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Taps

The last bugle call of a routine military day. Prior to the present-day “Taps,” the American army’s last call was titled “Lights Out” and was scored in Silas Casey’s Tactics. His tune was borrowed from the French final call, “L’Extinction des feux.” In July 1862, Brigadier General Daniel Butterfield, in command of a brigade in the Union Army of the Potomac, changed the music for “Lights Out.” He was dissatisfied with the French tune, believing it to be too formal to signal the day’s end and not as melodious and musical as he desired. Butterfield, who could sound calls on the bugle, experimented with a number of calls, but he could not read music. He summoned the brigade bugler, Private Oliver W. Norton, to assist with revising and perfecting the new signal.

The tune that Butterfield revised was from two versions of “Tattoo” that were used prior to and during the Civil War. “Tattoo” is the bugle call that precedes “Taps,” usually 15 to 30 minutes before it. Originating during the Thirty Years’ War (1618–1646), it signaled innkeepers to “turn off the taps” and directed soldiers to return to quarters and prepare for lights out.

Recalling the earlier “Tattoo,” Butterfield directed Norton to play a revised version, lengthening and shortening tones until it evolved into the present-day signal. After its debut that evening, buglers from other brigades quickly adopted the new bugle call. The melody was made an official army bugle call in 1874 and given its present title of “Taps.”

“Taps” is also associated with military funerals. Historically, so as to not disclose an army position to the enemy with the traditional three rifle volleys over a grave, “Taps” was substituted. Its first use at a funeral was probably ordered by Captain John C. Tidwell of Battery A, 2nd Artillery, at the burial of an artillerist killed in action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) in Virginia.

“Taps” is currently played throughout the U.S. Army, the National Guard, most organizations of veteran soldiers, and at military funerals.
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Tariffs

Tax on imported goods. The tariff was a major national political issue during the 19th century. As the United States expanded westward and developing industries took hold in the Northeast, Congress examined ways to secure independence from foreign-made products. Beginning with the Tariff of 1828, the cotton-producing South opposed tariff measures, which it perceived as a way to assist Northern industry at the planters’ expense. During the Civil War, tariffs were enacted to raise revenue to prosecute the Union’s war against the Confederacy.

The tariff issue first reached crisis proportions after the passage of the Tariff of 1828. The South referred to it as the “Tariff of Abominations” because it raised rates to their highest level to that time. This tariff became the basis of John C. Calhoun’s famous states’ rights proclamation known as “The South Carolina Exposition and Protest.”

Throughout the 1830s, 1840s, and 1850s, the South sought reductions in tariff rates when the U.S. Treasury had surpluses, while the North insisted on additional revenues in case of financial crisis. In 1841 and 1842, tariffs were enacted that raised rates to the 1832 level of 33 percent. The Tariff of 1846, or Walker Tariff, named after Secretary of the Treasury Robert J. Walker, provided for moderately reduced rates by substituting a general ad valorem duty of 25 percent and commodity rates on luxuries ranging from 100 percent down to those on a free list. Subsequently, the Tariff of 1857 was passed as a revenue-raising, not revenue-protection, measure. This tariff lowered duties on iron, clothing, and many household goods from 30 percent to 24 percent. In addition, tariffs on raw materials for industrial purposes dropped from 20 percent to 15 percent. Shortly after its passage an economic depression hit the nation, and protectionists, especially industrialists in the North, blamed the new rates for the Panic of 1857.

In the aftermath of this economic crisis, Vermont representative Justin S. Morrill introduced a bill in the House of Representatives on March 12, 1860. The Morrill Tariff was designed to reverse what many northern Republicans and manufacturers had considered a dangerous trend toward free trade. The tariff raised rates to their highest level in U.S. history at that time. The Morrill Tariff was signed into law on March 2, 1861, after much of the South had left the Union.

When the South withdrew from the Union and the Civil War commenced in April 1861, Congress amended the tariff to raise rates even higher in order to finance the war. On December 24, 1861, moreover, duties recently levied on tea, sugar, and coffee were raised to put more money into the war effort. The Morrill Tariff had reaffirmed the principle of protectionism.

Additional tariffs were enacted during the course of the war. The U.S. Tariff Act of 1862 determined that taxes would be based on quantity rather than value. This act imposed taxes on top of the old rates on items such as iron, alcoholic beverages, wool, clothing, china, and furs. Enforcement laws were also made tougher. The Tariff of 1864 continued to raise revenues for the Union cause.

Congressional Republicans increased rates across the board on iron products and wool. Tea was removed from the free list, and exemptions for imported scientific material for educational purposes were eliminated. The last tariff enacted during the war, the Tariff Act of 1865, raised rates on certain imports while repealing provisions taxing the costs of shipping, warehouse storage, and brokerage fees. Duties were increased on railroad iron, cotton, and spirits. From 1861 to 1865, the tariff enactments strengthened the principle of protectionism while helping to finance the Union’s military needs.

During the rest of the 19th century, tariff rates continued to remain high as a means of financing internal improvements and westward expansion.

The Confederate government enacted no tariffs because of states’ rights prerogatives and the fact that it was unable to import many products owing to the Union naval blockade. The only national taxes that the Confederate Congress was able to impose were a tax-in-kind and an income tax, which did not apply to imported items.
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Tattnall, Josiah

Birth Date: November 9, 1795

Death Date: June 14, 1871

Confederate naval officer. Born on the family plantation of Bonaventure, near Savannah, Georgia, on November 9, 1795, Josiah Tattnall was the son of a Georgia senator and governor. Orphaned in 1805, Tattnall was sent to England to live with his paternal grandfather for schooling. Tattnall entered the U.S. Navy on a midshipman’s warrant on January 1, 1812, and was assigned to the frigate Constellation. Although his ship was blockaded in Hampton Roads by the British during the War of 1812, Tattnall saw action in the Battle of Craney Island in June 1813. Assigned to the Washington Navy Yard, he took part in the Battle of Bladensburg in August 1814. He then participated in the Algerine War in the sloop of war Epervier.

Promoted to lieutenant on April 1, 1818, Tattnall served in the frigate Macedonian in the Pacific (1818–1820). In the schooner Jackall (1822–1823), he participated in antipiracy operations in the West Indies. He then served in the frigate Constitution in the Mediterranean. In April 1831, Lieutenant Tattnall assumed command of the schooner Grampus in the Gulf of Mexico.

Tattnall was ashore for almost four years awaiting orders until returned to active duty in 1836, when he served three years at the Boston Navy Yard. He was promoted to commander on February 25, 1838. Following service in the Mediterranean and Africa Squadrons, in 1846 during the Mexican-American War he was assigned command of the converted bomb brig Spitfire and participated in various operations, including the attack on Veracruz, and was wounded.
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Josiah Tattnall enjoyed a long and distinguished career in the U.S. Navy but resigned his U.S. commission at the start of the Civil War to serve as a captain in the Confederate Navy. He commanded the James River Squadron and then Confederate naval forces in Georgia. (Naval Historical Center)

Following the war, Tattnall returned to duty at the Boston Navy Yard. He was promoted to captain on February 5, 1850, and the next month he took command of the side-wheeler Saranac. From 1851 to 1854, he commanded the Pensacola Navy Yard, and during 1854 and 1855, he was flag captain of the ship of the line Independence in the Pacific Squadron. From 1858 to 1860, he commanded the East India Squadron with his flag in the screw steamer San Jacinto, during which time he created a minor diplomatic incident when he violated American neutrality to provide covering fire to a withdrawing British force that had attempted to take the Dagu or Baihe Forts on the Hai (Baihe) River near Tianjin (Tientsin), China. Tattnall’s explanation for his action, “Blood is thicker than water,” became famous.

Returning to the United States in 1860, Tattnall transported the first Japanese diplomatic mission to the United States. He next commanded the Sackets Harbor Naval Station in New York. Although personally averse to secession, Tattnall resigned his commission on February 21, 1861. A week later he was commissioned the senior officer in the Georgia Navy. On March 26, Tattnall was commissioned a captain in the Confederate Navy.

Tattnall commanded the few Southern naval units available in the defense of Port Royal until it was secured by the Union Navy on November 7, 1861. In March 1862, he succeeded the wounded Franklin Buchanan in command of the James River Squadron. On April 11, Tattnall departed the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard in the Confederate ironclad Virginia with five smaller ships and steamed into Hampton Roads in an attempt to do battle with USS Monitor, which, however, remained under the guns of Fort Monroe. Tattnall then ordered the Confederate steamer Jamestown to capture three Union transports off Hampton.

Learning of the loss of the Norfolk Navy Yard on May 9 and unable to lighten the Virginia sufficiently to get it up the James, Tattnall ordered the Confederate ironclad destroyed on May 11, 1862. A subsequent court-martial cleared him in this action. Succeeded in command of the James River Squadron by John R. Tucker on May 15, Tattnall resumed command of the naval forces of Georgia until March 1863, when he concentrated on the defense of Savannah. With the fall of that city to Union forces under Major General William T. Sherman imminent, Tattnall ordered destruction of the remaining Confederate ships, including the ironclad Savannah. He was subsequently taken prisoner at Augusta.

Paroled in May 1865, Tattnall lived in Nova Scotia for four years until he returned to Savannah as inspector of the port. He died in that city on June 14, 1871.
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Tax-in-Kind

Confederate legislation implemented in April 1863 that levied a 10 percent tax on each household’s surplus agricultural products and livestock raised for slaughter. By 1863, the Confederate government faced the daunting challenge of financing a rapidly escalating war in a society averse to centralized political power and especially its power to tax. In January 1863, Confederate secretary of the treasury Christopher Memminger renewed his urgent plea for taxation as a necessary method for producing revenue and restraining escalating inflation. Congress responded with a series of statutes that continued the trend toward the centralizing and nationalizing tendencies of the Richmond government. The Impressment Act passed in March was followed by the complex Tax Act in April, which included an income tax, license taxes on occupations, and a tax-in-kind tithe on agricultural goods.

After passage of the April 1863 tax law, the Treasury Department appointed 1,440 appraisers, and the War Department dispatched 2,945 agents into the countryside to enforce the new law. The tax-in-kind agents, as they would be called, were almost universally despised. Suddenly, civilians were forced into intrusive encounters with strangers entering their homes and farms to remove goods in amounts that they considered appropriate. The tax was supposed to be assessed only against surpluses, but this was often the subject of bitter dispute in practice. The tax-in-kind was the most onerous for poor white people and constituted a leading cause of Southern disaffection during the war.

Despite widespread protests and constitutional challenges, President Jefferson Davis declared that the nation’s survival depended on the tax and refused to rescind it. In February 1864, however, the Confederate Congress did exempt poor families with less than $500 in property from the tax-in-kind. At least one scholar has estimated that the tax generated $62 million in agricultural products for the Confederacy between 1863 and 1865.
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Taylor, Benjamin Franklin

Birth Date: July 18, 1819

Death Date: February 24, 1887

Journalist and writer. Benjamin Franklin Taylor was born on July 18, 1819, in Lowville, New York, but was raised in Hamilton, New York. He graduated from the Hamilton Literary and Theological Institute (now Colgate University) in 1838. After teaching for a time, in 1845 he became an employee of Chicago’s Evening Journal, working his way up from reporter to literary editor. Until August 1863, Taylor headed the newspaper’s editorial desk in Chicago. He was then given authorization to travel with Major General William S. Rosecrans’s Union Army of the Cumberland, which was operating in eastern Tennessee and northern Georgia.

Although Taylor’s war reporting was not known for its unerring accuracy, it was prized for its literary style. Indeed, Taylor seemed to bring a unique, fresh perspective to his accounts, probably because he had never been to the South before or reported on a war. He reported on the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), and the opening phases of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864).

In the spring of 1864, Taylor incurred the ire of Union major general William T. Sherman when he wrote in the Evening Journal that Union lines “extended from Knoxville to Huntsville.” Sherman promptly issued an order for Taylor’s arrest under charges of espionage and treason, reasoning that Taylor’s reporting had given away Union troop placements.

Taylor left the field in May before he was apprehended and went to Washington, D.C., where he ran the Evening Journal’s Washington office. There he wrote mainly on political subjects, but he rendered excellent coverage of Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early’s Washington Raid (June 28–July 21, 1864). When the war ended in 1865, Taylor left the newspaper and traveled extensively. He also went on the lecture circuit and established a name for himself as a freelance writer. He published numerous books, including collections of his poetry, that were generally well received. Taylor died on February 24, 1887, in Columbus, Ohio.
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Taylor, Joseph Pannell

Birth Date: May 4, 1796

Death Date: June 29, 1864

Union officer. Joseph Pannell Taylor was born on May 4, 1796, in Louisville, Kentucky. His brother was President Zachary Taylor; his nephew, Richard Taylor, became a lieutenant general in the Confederate Army during the Civil War. In 1812 Joseph Taylor enlisted in the army as a private, seeing service during the War of 1812. He was promoted to second lieutenant on May 20, 1813, and mustered out on June 15, 1815. On May 17, 1816, he reenlisted in the army and was advanced to first lieutenant of artillery soon thereafter. On July 6, 1825, he was promoted to captain, and in 1829 he joined the commissary department, where he would remain until his death. He was promoted to major in 1838 and to lieutenant colonel in 1841.

Taylor performed effective service during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was brevetted colonel for his efforts to supply the army during the conflict. On September 30, 1861, upon the death of commissary general Colonel George Gibson, Taylor was advanced to colonel of regulars and appointed commissary general.

Despite his age—he was 65 years old when he took command of the department—Taylor executed his responsibilities with great distinction, supplying and feeding a massive army in three geographically distinct theaters of war. He carried out his responsibilities so well that Congress promoted him to brigadier general on February 9, 1863, making him the first commissary general to achieve that rank. Taylor died in Washington, D.C., on June 29, 1864.
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Taylor, Richard

Birth Date: January 27, 1826

Death Date: April 12, 1879

Confederate officer. Born in Louisville, Kentucky, on January 27, 1826, Richard Taylor was the son of U.S. president Zachary Taylor and the nephew of Union brigadier general Joseph P. Taylor. Richard Taylor attended Harvard College but transferred to Yale, from which he graduated in 1845. After serving as his father’s military secretary during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Taylor moved south to manage the family’s sugar plantation in St. Charles Parish, Louisiana.
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Richard Taylor, the son of former U.S. president Zachary Taylor, distinguished himself as an officer in the Confederate army. Taylor won fame, and promotion to lieutenant general, for turning back the Union effort to capture Shreveport, Louisiana, in the Red River Campaign on March–May 1864. (Library of Congress)

Taylor entered politics in 1856, serving in the Louisiana Senate until 1861. A favorite of Confederate president Jefferson Davis (Taylor’s sister Sarah was Davis’s first wife), Taylor was appointed colonel of the 9th Louisiana Infantry Regiment. Ordered to Virginia, Taylor’s regiment arrived too late to see action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). In October 1861 Taylor was promoted to brigadier general, commanding a brigade under Brigadier General Richard Ewell. Conspicuous in Major General Thomas J. Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Taylor was promoted to major general on July 28, 1862, and assigned command of the Confederate District of Western Louisiana.

After the Confederacy failed to mount an effort to recapture New Orleans, tensions between Taylor and his immediate superior, Lieutenant General Edmund Kirby Smith, increased. During the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), Taylor’s outnumbered command defeated Union forces at the Battle of Mansfield (April 8, 1864) and then continued the attack, albeit less successfully, at the Battle of Pleasant Hill (April 9, 1864). Enraged by Smith’s failure to follow up on his victories, Taylor asked to be relieved. Instead, Taylor was promoted to lieutenant general to date from April 8, 1864, and was sent to command the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, where he faced the daunting task of defending a large and important region with few resources. His department included Mobile and the industrial center of Selma, Alabama, and possessed vital resources.

Taylor did an admirable job of defending Mobile while using his cavalry, usually that of Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest, to thwart Union strikes and to disrupt Union efforts elsewhere, such as the drive on Atlanta, by raiding rear areas. Taylor was forced to surrender to Union major general E. R. S. Canby on May 8, 1865, the last of the Confederate commanders east of the Mississippi to do so.

Following the war, Taylor became an advocate for former Confederate leaders, including Jefferson Davis, and a political opponent of Reconstruction. His postwar memoir, Destruction and Reconstruction, published in 1879, was well received and engagingly written, providing a wealth of information about the Civil War and its aftermath. Taylor died in New York City on April 12, 1879, only a week after publication of his book.
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Taylor, Susie Baker King

Birth Date: August 6, 1848

Death Date: October 6, 1912

Former slave who gained her freedom in 1862, worked as a laundress for a Union Army regiment, nursed soldiers, and became an educator. Susie Baker was born in Liberty County, Georgia, on August 6, 1848, but grew up in Savannah, Georgia, in the care of her enslaved grandmother, who lived much like a freed black woman. Despite laws against educating slaves, Taylor soon learned to read.

When Union troops captured Savannah’s Fort Pulaski on April 11, 1862, Baker fled behind Union lines with her uncle and his family to St. Simons Island, which was then held by Union troops. Such slaves were usually considered freed, as contraband of war. Amazed at Taylor’s ability to read and write, Union officers asked her to teach other contrabands in their care, which she did until October, becoming the first African American to openly teach freed slaves in Georgia. While at St. Simons, Baker married Edward King, a black African American noncommissioned officer in the Union Army. When some of the former slaves formed the 1st South Carolina Volunteer Infantry to fight for the Union, Susie King became a laundress for the troops and moved with the regiment for the remainder of the war, teaching soldiers to read and write and also serving as a nurse. She later nursed soldiers of the acclaimed African American 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment.

Edward King died in September 1866. Susie King taught school in rural Georgia and then in Savannah. She moved to Boston, Massachusetts, in the 1870s as the domestic servant of a wealthy white couple. While in Boston, she married Russell Taylor. In the 1880s Susie Taylor worked for the Women’s Relief Corps, a branch of the Grand Army of the Republic.

In 1902 Taylor published her memoir, Reminiscences of My Life in Camp: With the 33rd United States Colored Troops, Late 1st S.C. Volunteers. It provides much insight into the feelings of African Americans in the South during and after the Civil War. Taylor also detailed the unequal treatment of the races and the vast disrespect for blacks that she experienced when she returned to the South for a visit in 1898. As the only written recollection of a black woman who served during the Civil War, Taylor’s memoir is unique in Civil War literature. Taylor died on October 6, 1912, in Boston.
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Taylor, Thomas Hart

Birth Date: July 31, 1825

Death Date: April 12, 1901

Confederate officer. Thomas Hart Taylor was born on July 31, 1825, in Frankfort, Kentucky, and studied at Kenyon College (Ohio) and Centre College (Kentucky). During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served as a volunteer first lieutenant of infantry. After the war he was engaged in business, and in the late 1850s he worked in the cattle industry in the West.

Taylor was commissioned a cavalry captain in the Confederate Army on April 8, 1861. He performed recruiting duties in Kentucky before transferring to Virginia. On July 1, he became lieutenant colonel of the 1st Kentucky Infantry, rising to colonel on October 14. His regiment saw service during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). That summer the 1st Kentucky’s enlistment period expired, and Taylor was reassigned to command a brigade in eastern Tennessee.

Taylor participated in the capture of Cumberland Gap and in the Confederate invasion of Kentucky before being nominated brigadier general on November 4. Although he served in that grade, records show that for unknown reasons, President Jefferson Davis failed to send the nomination to the Confederate Senate, so Taylor was never confirmed and eventually reverted to colonel. In early 1863, he became provost marshal for Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton and thereafter participated in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), during which Taylor was taken prisoner. Soon paroled, he then took command of the District of South Mississippi and East Louisiana. He then served as provost marshal for the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana. Taylor finished the war as post commander at Mobile, Alabama, where he led forces during the Siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865).

Postbellum, Taylor was a businessman in Mobile. In 1870 he moved to Louisville, Kentucky, where he was the chief of police and a deputy U.S. marshal. Taylor died on April 12, 1901, in Louisville.
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Taylor’s Ridge, Battle of

Event Date: November 27, 1863

Rearguard action in Georgia following the Battles of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863) and Ringgold Gap (November 27). The engagement occurred in Catoosa County in the extreme northwestern corner of Georgia. On November 25, 1863, Union major general Ulysses S. Grant’s forces defeated Confederate general Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee at Missionary Ridge, thereby breaking the siege of Chattanooga, Tennessee. Bragg withdrew from the vicinity of the city and headed for the safety of Georgia. Grant doggedly pursued. The Confederate general realized that he could not outpace the Union troops and ordered Major General Patrick Cleburne and his division to provide rearguard cover for the fleeing army. Cleburne surveyed the ground and posted his 4,000-man division in Ringgold Gap and on the surrounding high ground locally known as Taylor’s Ridge, southeast of Ringgold, Georgia.

Major General Joseph Hooker, recently transferred west from the Army of the Potomac, commanded the Union contingent that made contact with Cleburne’s Confederates on the morning of November 27, 1863. Union intelligence reported that the Confederate army was demoralized and in hasty retreat. Hooker, although lacking artillery support, proceeded to launch poorly coordinated infantry assaults aimed at driving the Confederates from the gap and attempted a series of flanking movements on the Confederate right. The Confederates held firm, repulsing each Union attack. As the Union artillery arrived later that afternoon, Bragg ordered Cleburne to withdraw, for the majority of the Army of Tennessee had successfully escaped the pursing Federals. Cleburne proceeded to slip away behind a screen of skirmishers and drew up his troops along nearby Dick’s Ridge, approximately one mile to the east. Hooker decided not to pursue. In the Battle of Taylor’s Ridge, Cleburne suffered 221 casualties but inflicted 507 on the Federals.

Although considered a minor Civil War battle, the rearguard actions at Ringgold Gap and Taylor’s Ridge delayed Union pursuit and allowed Bragg’s army to escape into Georgia.
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Tebe, Marie

Birth Date: August 24, 1834

Death Date: May 14, 1901

Vivandière. Marie Brose was born on August 24, 1834, in Brest, France. She immigrated to the United States in 1849, settling in Philadelphia, where she married Bernardo Tebe (also spelled Tepe) in 1854. When her husband enlisted in the 27th Pennsylvania Infantry in 1861, she followed him as a vivandière, or daughter of the regiment, selling food and drink to the soldiers, mending and washing clothes, and serving on occasion as a nurse. Tebe also came under fire several times while tending to the needs of wounded soldiers on the battlefield. Her French background may have influenced her service, as the role of vivandière was far more institutionalized in the French Army than it was in America. She soon received the nickname “French Mary.”

After a quarrel with her husband who wanted to control the money that she had earned, Tebe transferred to the 114th Pennsylvania Infantry (Collis’s Vouaves) late in 1862. While serving with that regiment, she wore a uniform modeled on those worn by vivandières in the French Army and was wounded at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), receiving a bullet in the ankle that could not be removed and would cause pain for the rest of her life. She received a silver cup in recognition of her courage after the battle. After the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) she received the Kearny Cross, recently established to recognize valor by enlisted men. Tebe also served with the 114th at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). She remained with the 114th until the end of the war, but there is virtually no information concerning her activities after Gettysburg.

After the war, Tebe settled in the Pittsburgh area. She committed suicide on May 14, 1901, by drinking Paris green, a caustic pigment. The pain of her old war wound may have been a factor in her decision to end her life.
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Tecumseh, USS

A U.S. Navy iron-hulled single-turret warship. One of nine Canonicus-class monitors, the Tecumseh was built in Jersey City, New Jersey, by Charles Secor & Company, a New York–based firm. The Tecumseh was laid down in September 1863 and commissioned on April 19, 1864. It was 235′ in overall length, with a beam of 43′8″ and a draft of 13′6″. It displaced 2,100 tons and had a design speed of 13 knots from two engines. The turret armor was 10 inches thick; the armor on the ship’s sides was 5 inches thick, bolstered by two 4-inch stringers. A 5-inch-thick protective glacis approximately 15 inches high provided additional protection around the turret base. Armament was increased from the Passaic-class’s awkward arrangement of one XV-inch Dahlgren and one XI-inch Dahlgren to a pair of XV-inchers. It also carried two 12-pounder boat howitzers. Commander Tunis Augustus M. Craven was the commanding officer.

The Tecumseh’s first assignment was with the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron as part of the James River Flotilla from April to June 1864. The monitor’s mission was to protect the shipping providing logistical support to Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s forces by preventing Confederate warships from passing down the James. The ironclad took part in an engagement at Trent’s Rear, Virginia, on June 21, 1864.

In early July, the Tecumseh was ordered to the Gulf of Mexico to join Rear Admiral David G. Farragut’s West Gulf Blockading Squadron in operations against Mobile Bay, Alabama. The ship was first towed to Pensacola, Florida, and then from there to a position just outside Mobile Bay. Early on the morning of August 5, 1864, the Tecumseh led 3 monitors, followed by 14 other warships, into Mobile Bay. At 6:47 a.m., the Tecumseh opened fire on Confederate artillery positions ashore as Confederate naval forces centered on the ironclad ram Tennessee sortied to meet the attackers. The Tecumseh and another monitor, the Manhattan, were charged with preventing the Tennessee from engaging the vulnerable Union wooden warships. With the Tennessee maneuvering for just that reason, Craven turned the ship to engage the Tennessee, now only 200 yards ahead. This maneuver skirted inside a line of Confederate torpedoes (moored mines), and the Tecumseh almost immediately struck and exploded one of the torpedoes, which tore a gaping hole in its hull. The ironclad capsized and sank in less than two minutes. Although 21 of its crew managed to escape through the turret, Craven and 92 others drowned. Despite the loss of the Tecumseh, Farragut pressed the attack, and he and his squadron won a great victory.

The Tecumseh wreck site is located 300 yards northwest of Fort Morgan. The still-intact ship, which lies bottom up, is almost completely covered with sediment. The Tecumseh remains the property of the U.S. government and is protected by the Sunken Military Craft Act.
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Print after a painting by J. O. Davidson in 1886. It depicts the Union and Confederate squadrons in the Battle of Mobile Bay on August 5, 1864, the moment the USS Tecumseh strikes a mine (“torpedo”). Confederate ships (left foreground) are the Morgan, Gaines, and the Tennessee. Union monitors visible astern of Tecumseh are the Manhattan and Winnebago. The USS Brooklyn is leading the outer line of Union warships, immediately followed by the Hartford. (Library of Congress)
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Telegraph

Electronic communications system. The telegraph was immensely important to both sides in the Civil War, allowing rapid communication between field commands and higher headquarters. Around 1830, scientists had determined that messages could be transmitted by means of an electrical impulse through wires. A number of electric telegraphy systems were developed, but American Samuel Morse created a system and a code for it that employed short and long breaks (dots and dashes) in the electrical current. Morse received a patent for his invention in 1840, and three years later the U.S. Congress appropriated funds to build a pilot 40-mile telegraph line from Baltimore to Washington. In 1844 Morse transmitted his first message over this line: “What hath God wrought?”

The telegraph allowed messages to be transmitted over considerable distances within minutes. Applied initially to the control of railroad traffic, the combination of telegraph and railroad brought about great changes in military tactics. The telegraph first proved its great military value in control of troops during the Crimean War (1853–1856).

During the Civil War, there were three major telegraph entities in the Union: commercial telegraph companies, the Military Telegraph Service, and the Signal Corps Field Telegraph. At the outbreak of the war, several commercial companies were providing telegraph service. The American Telegraph Company was the principal company to the north of Washington, and in early 1861 the company extended its wires to Washington and the War Department. Secretary of War Simon Cameron solicited the aid of several telegraph executives and enlisted the services of Thomas S. Scott of the Pennsylvania Railroad, who became general manager of all lines in and around Washington. The government requested that the American Telegraph Company install such telegraph lines and facilities as would be necessary to support the war. Anson Stager from Western Union recommended that the government take control of existing commercial telegraph facilities, and in October 1861 the U.S. Military Telegraph Service came into being. The government assumed control of all telegraphic facilities for use by the Military Telegraph Service, and Stager became its chief, with the eventual rank of colonel.

The Military Telegraph Service was in reality a civilian bureau attached to the Quartermaster Department. The supervisors received volunteer commissions in the Quartermaster Department, but the operators were civilians. Cameron’s replacement as secretary of war, Edwin Stanton, a former telegraph executive, championed the Military Telegraph Service throughout the war. Stager was stationed in Cleveland, Ohio, and his principal subordinate, Major Thomas Eckert, assumed tactical control of the service in the East and accompanied the Army of the Potomac during its various campaigns.

Of some 2,000 telegraph operators working in the country during the war, more than half eventually worked for the Military Telegraph Service. Some women, including Mary E. Smith, Louisa E. Volker, and Ann Marean, served in the Military Telegraph Service, and numerous other women were operators in private telegraph companies, replacing men who joined the Military Telegraph Service. The Military Telegraph Service utilized the commercial telegraph equipment of the day. Wiretapping became a problem on long lines, and the service employed several cipher systems, which on occasion presented problems for the operators themselves. Despite their use of ciphers, both sides obtained intelligence by tapping the enemy’s lines, and Military Telegraph Service operators were often employed in that role.
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The U.S. Military Telegraph Construction Corps hanging telegraph wire. Photograph by Timothy H. O’Sullivan, 1864. (Library of Congress)

The Military Telegraph Service was the primary U.S. government means of strategic communications, and President Abraham Lincoln spent many evenings in the cipher room at the War Department’s Telegraph Office waiting for news from his battlefield commanders. The autonomy of its civilian operators remained a major problem, yet Stanton believed that if the operators were soldiers, they would be subject to the whims of field commanders. Nonetheless, on numerous occasions operators decided on their own as to their location, creating major command problems, such as when an operator’s absence from headquarters prevented a commander from sending dispatches in cipher.

Concurrent with the formation of the Military Telegraph Service, the Field Telegraph Service came into being as a part of the Union Army’s Signal Corps. In 1860 Congress authorized a sole signal officer, Major Albert J. Myer. An army doctor, Myer had developed a binary flag system for field communications that came to be known as wigwag. Then in March 1863, Congress authorized the Signal Corps for the duration of the war. Myer became chief signal officer as a colonel.

Unlike the operators of the Military Telegraph Service, Signal Corps Field Telegraph Service operators were soldiers detailed from various regiments and trained by the army. The Field Telegraph Service did not use commercial equipment. It employed the Beardslee telegraph device, which operated with the use of a magneto generator instead of the heavy wet cells of the conventional telegraph. The Beardslee device worked by moving a handle on a dial instead of the usual key. When the handle was moved to a particular letter on the sending machine dial, an index on the dial of the receiving machine moved to the corresponding letter. The Beardslee device was designed for soldiers who did not have the extensive training of Military Telegraph Service operators. The Beardslee device had severe limitations and at times would produce garbled messages.

Myer, as chief signal officer, sought to control all telegraphic operations. When he attempted to remove the less than dependable Beardslee device and recruit trained telegraphers, Colonel Stager protested to Stanton, who then removed Myer from his position and gave the responsibility for field telegraph service to the Military Telegraph Service. The Military Telegraph Service then discarded the Beardslee device and maintained field telegraph service with conventional commercial equipment.

Not surprisingly, the Confederate use of telegraphic communication was substantially less than that of the Union. To begin with, the South lacked the prewar telegraph infrastructure, and during the war a dearth of resources, both material and human (equipment and operators), made developing a centralized military network impossible, as did many Southern leaders’ adherence to the primacy of states’ rights.

In October 1866, Myer was reinstated as chief signal officer. He then reorganized and enlarged the Signal Corps, which had full control of military telegraphy. Myer’s Manual of Signals, published in 1864, formed the basis of military signals for decades to come. A decade and a half after the Civil War, the Army Signal Corps operated some 4,000 miles of telegraph lines in the American West.
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Temperance Movement

Diverse array of clubs and societies organized at the local, state, and national levels in the United States that worked for the prohibition of alcohol, or at least abstinence. Many temperance organizations were religiously based, with roots in conservative Protestant denominations. Having urged voluntary abstinence in the past, the reformers of the 1840s increasingly demanded the legal prohibition of the sale and consumption of alcohol. The Civil War, however, robbed the temperance movement of its momentum and shifted attention to the questions of secession, abolitionism, and emancipation. Temperance reform, therefore, lay largely dormant during the war.

The antebellum drinking culture exhibited several general trends. Women tended to be abstainers and were most active in a host of temperance societies. Merchants and planters imbibed regularly. Middle-class business owners tended to follow temperance ideology and usually urged it upon their employees. Many immigrants clung to a habit of heavy consumption, but much of that was culturally based. A sizable number of native-born workingmen, however, cooperated in temperance during the Washingtonian Movement in the urban Northeast of the early 1840s. Fraternal societies, such as the Sons of Temperance and the Independent Order of Good Templars, followed them in the late 1840s and 1850s.

The economic and social changes of the Industrial Revolution fueled these trends. Middle-class reformers grew convinced that their entrepreneurial success and access to reliable wage laborers could be aided by the legal prohibition of alcohol. The Maine Law of 1851, which forbade the manufacture of liquor while limiting its sale to medicinal and industrial uses, gave them their first victory. By 1855, temperance advocates had passed such legislation in 13 states or territories, including all of New England and much of the Old Northwest. Conversely, they had no success in the South.

For two reasons, the Civil War pushed the temperance movement into a period of relative hibernation, despite a few notable developments. First, government policies went against the movement’s agenda. Both Confederate and Union armies made liquor a regular part of soldiers’ rations, and the hardships and horrors of war led many soldiers to find escape in strong drink. The Confederate government authorized state-operated distilleries to economize alcohol production for such purposes, despite four Confederate states’ antidistillation laws. Such state-operated outlets gave rise to the system of public liquor stores throughout the postwar South. Meanwhile, the U.S. government used an 1862 liquor tax to help fund the war effort.

Notably, the first state institution for the treatment of habitual drunkenness (what is now referred to as alcoholism) was founded in 1864 in Binghamton, New York, as the New York State Inebriate Asylum. This decision derived from a shift in physicians’ views during the war that encouraged them to treat inebriety as a disease rather than a moral affliction. Second, the movement’s cohesion suffered as a result of the war. Male membership in temperance societies fell sharply, as millions of men were called to serve in the war. Temperance reformers turned their attention to organizations such as the American Anti-Slavery Society and the U.S. Sanitary Commission. Not until the 1870s would a new constellation of reformers appear to revitalize the temperance movement and guide it to the achievement of a constitutional prohibition on the manufacture, sale, and transportation of intoxicating liquors in 1919.
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Temple, Henry John

Birth Date: October 20, 1784

Death Date: October 18, 1865

British prime minister. Henry John Temple, Lord Palmerston, was born in London on October 20, 1784. He succeeded his father to the title of Viscount Palmerston on April 17, 1802. Palmerston attended Harrow, Edinburgh, and Cambridge Universities and in 1807 was elected to the House of Commons, where he would retain a seat for 58 years until his death in 1865. Known for his powerful oratory, gregarious personality, and fervent championing of British interests abroad, Palmerston became secretary of war in 1809. He held that post for 19 years, which saw the end of the Napoleonic Wars and the War of 1812 with the United States, during which he found it difficult not to exhibit his anti-Americanism.

In 1830 Palmerston became foreign secretary, a post he would hold on and off for more than 20 years. He did not seek to hide his general disdain of Americans or American expansionist policies and also made no bones about his contempt and moral indignation toward slavery, which he opined would eventually ruin the United States. Palmerston was also vocally hostile toward U.S. attempts to buy or annex Cuba, parts of Mexico, and other areas in Latin America. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he sought to continue Britain’s policies of neutrality and nonintervention, his disdain for American policies notwithstanding. In the end, Anglo-American relations were actually said to have improved during the Mexican-American War.

In 1855 Palmerston became prime minister as head of a Whig-Liberal coalition. He was relatively successful on the domestic front, but clearly foreign events, including the Second Opium War in China and the American Civil War, captured most of his attention. Palmerston was unabashedly pro-Southern in his sympathies, viewing the Confederate revolt as another example of downtrodden people rising up to fight oppression. Nevertheless, he refused to permit his personal predilections to color his government’s foreign policies. Indeed, while he did officially recognize the Confederacy’s status as a belligerent in May 1861, which infuriated the Abraham Lincoln administration, Palmerston did not extend diplomatic recognition to the Confederate States of America and followed policies designed to protect British interests while maintaining neutrality in the conflict. He argued repeatedly against British intervention, even when some in his own cabinet counseled otherwise.
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Henry John Temple, third Viscount Palmerston, was British prime minister during the American Civil War. He disliked the Abraham Lincoln administration’s ambivalent stance toward slavery at the beginning of the war and greatly disliked U.S. secretary of state William Seward. He threatened war with the United States over the Trent Affair, and until 1863 believed in the likelihood of a Confederate victory. (The Illustrated London News Picture Library)

Palmerston did not abide by the Lincoln administration’s ambivalent stance toward slavery at the beginning of the Civil War; believed the January 1, 1863, Emancipation Proclamation to be a halfhearted affair driven more by politics than humanitarianism; and harbored a visceral dislike of U.S. secretary of state William Seward. Palmerston was outraged at the November 1861 Trent Affair, which he saw as a clear act of American piracy, and until 1863 he believed that a Confederate victory was likely. The Southern defeats at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and the Battle of Vicksburg (July 4, 1863) finally convinced Palmerston that a Confederate triumph in the war was not likely. At about the same time, his attention was redirected to events unfolding in Europe, particularly the policies of Otto Von Bismarck in an ascendant Prussia.

Palmerston enjoyed a solid Liberal victory in national elections in July 1865, but he died soon thereafter on October 18, 1865, at Brocket Hall, Hertfordshire, England. He is considered to have been one of the most important British statesmen of the 19th century.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Tennessee

Strategically positioned Southern state. Tennessee’s geography and strategic resources made the state an important prize during the Civil War, which explains in large measure why there were more than 200 engagements fought there, the most in any state except Virginia. Tennessee, with an 1860 population of 1,109,801, encompasses 42,144 square miles and stretches from the Mississippi River all the way to the Appalachian Mountains. It is bordered by Arkansas and Missouri to the west, Kentucky and Virginia to the north, North Carolina to the east, and Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia to the south.

Tennessee’s many railroads and rivers facilitated trade throughout the United States. Tennessee contained large deposits of iron, zinc, and copper and was rich in agricultural products, including substantial quantities of grain and corn. Eastern Tennessee is home to Knoxville and the critical rail junction at Chattanooga. Another important transportation hub, the state capital of Nashville, is located in middle Tennessee, and its surrounding environs sustained a thriving mix of livestock and crop production, particularly horses and cotton. The region’s high density of limestone caves also supplied nitrates for gunpowder manufacture. Railroads and cotton fields dominated much of Tennessee’s western counties beyond the Tennessee River, and Memphis, located on the Mississippi, was one of the South’s key river ports.

In the early stages of the secession crisis, Tennesseans charted a moderate course, preferring John Bell and Stephen Douglas in the 1860 presidential election. Tennesseans rejected secession in February 1861, much to the chagrin of Tennessee governor Isham G. Harris, who nevertheless covertly permitted Confederates to begin constructing forts and deploying troops throughout Tennessee immediately following the firing on Fort Sumter but before Tennessee officially joined the Confederacy. The action at Fort Sumter in April 1861 galvanized pro-Confederate sentiments, however, and Tennessee subsequently became the only Southern state to secede by popular referendum, in June 1861, although prosecessionist factions employed fraud, violence, and intimidation to attain their desired result.

Tennessee officially joined the Confederacy on July 22, 1861, the last state to do so. Pro-Confederate support was strongest in western and middle Tennessee, which were dominated by large slave-owning landholders. Those in eastern Tennessee, most of whom were small yeoman farmers, had long resented the political and financial power of the rest of the state and so were only lukewarm to the idea of secession and civil war.

Union strategy at the start of the war hoped to break through the thin Confederate perimeter defenses along Tennessee’s rivers and then exploit the state’s latent Unionism to restore the government while employing the railroad network to drive into the Confederate heartland.

Union successes at Forts Henry and Donelson in February 1862 led to the capture of Nashville (the first Confederate state capital to fall) on February 25 and the establishment of a military government under U.S. senator and staunch Unionist Andrew Johnson. After the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), the Federals occupied Memphis and much of middle and western Tennessee, but their slow progress and the evolution of hard-war occupation policies hindered the restoration of civilian government and fostered guerrilla activities against the precarious Union logistical network. Even Union victory at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and Tennessee’s exemption from the January 1, 1863, Emancipation Proclamation failed to revive Unionist sentiments, however.

Meanwhile, Union counterinsurgency efforts largely failed to alleviate Confederate cavalry raids and the guerrilla menace for the remainder of the war. Confederate forces lost control of eastern Tennessee following the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), and Confederate general John B. Hood’s desperate attacks into middle Tennessee during the latter part of 1864 ended in disaster.

Tennesseans played prominent roles in every aspect of the Civil War and supplied significant enlistments to both the Confederate Army and the Union Army, including freedmen who formed several regiments of United States Colored Troops. Some 185,000 men served in the Confederate Army, of whom more than 25,000 died, while about 30,000 served in the Union Army, many of them African Americans. Of those 30,000, 6,777 died during the conflict. Tennessee was the first former Confederate state restored to the Union, in 1866.
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Tennessee, Confederate Army of

Primary Confederate force in the western theater. The Confederate Army of Tennessee began with General Albert Sidney Johnston’s assembly of some 42,000 men at Corinth, Mississippi, in March 1862. The force was defeated at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), suffering more than 10,000 casualties. General P. G. T. Beauregard took command shortly thereafter but was soon replaced by General Braxton Bragg, who won a tactical advantage at the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862) in Kentucky but failed to pursue Union forces. In an attempt to recoup its losses in Kentucky and Tennessee, the Confederacy formally reorganized the scattered forces of the Army of the Mississippi and the Army of Kentucky into the Army of Tennessee on November 20, 1862, with Bragg as its commander. The army was charged with defending the western Confederacy from the Mississippi River to the Appalachian Mountains, roughly 225,600 square miles of territory. The area contained major east-to-west railways but few natural defenses. Undermanned, underequipped, and forced to defend a huge area, the Army of Tennessee faced a virtually impossible task.

On December 31, 1862, the Army of the Cumberland, commanded by Major General William S. Rosecrans, engaged the Army of Tennessee at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. The Confederates initially checked the Union advance, but Rosecrans’s refusal to withdraw baffled Bragg. With a third of his force killed, wounded, or captured, on January 3, 1863, Bragg ordered the Army of Tennessee to withdraw into northern Georgia.

A number of Bragg’s subordinate commanders now demanded his removal. President Jefferson Davis continued him in command, however. In September 1863 the Army of Tennessee was reinforced by two divisions from the Army of Northern Virginia under Lieutenant General James Longstreet. In an attempt to block Rosecrans’s advance on Chattanooga, the Army of Tennessee engaged the Union Army of the Cumberland in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). As the result of a faulty troop disposition and a concurrent Confederate attack, Union forces were routed and withdrew. The Army of Tennessee then besieged that city until November, when Union forces under Major General Ulysses S. Grant lifted the siege and forced Bragg to withdraw south into Georgia. In the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863), Bragg’s men scattered in panic, having lost all confidence in their commander.

All support for Bragg now vanished. On December 1, 1863, Bragg tendered his resignation. Davis appointed General Joseph E. Johnston as Bragg’s replacement. By the spring of 1864 the Army of Tennessee had been strengthened, and its morale improved markedly. Union forces, commanded by Major General William Tecumseh Sherman, were now ordered to destroy the Army of Tennessee arrayed near Dalton, Georgia. Sherman, upon encountering Johnston’s prepared defensive positions, employed a series of flanking maneuvers to drive Johnston from one position to another, largely avoiding costly frontal assaults until the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain (June 27, 1864). Despite this setback, Sherman maintained pressure. By July 16, 1864, Union forces were only seven miles from Atlanta.

Johnston appeared prepared to yield Atlanta without a fight. President Davis, angered by Johnston’s lack of aggressiveness, on July 17, 1864, relieved him of his command and appointed General John Bell Hood in his stead. During the next eight days, Hood and the Army of Tennessee attacked Sherman three times—at the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20), the Battle of Atlanta (July 22), and the Battle of Ezra Church (July 28), suffering heavy casualties. Hood abandoned Atlanta on September 1.

In late November 1864, Hood moved the Army of Tennessee north to invade Tennessee. He hoped to threaten Sherman’s supply lines and lure Union forces out of Georgia. The Army of Tennessee then numbered only about 40,000 men, however. Sherman, planning to move east, dispatched a sizable portion of his command under Major General George H. Thomas to deal with this threat. By November 30, some 32,000 Union troops of IV and XXIII Corps led by Major General John M. Schofield were entrenched at Franklin, Tennessee. Hood launched a desperate frontal assault that devastated his forces, resulting in some 7,000 casualties, with 6 generals killed. Irreversibly broken, the Army of Tennessee pressed on to Nashville, only to be attacked and defeated by Thomas in the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1862). Hood withdrew into Mississippi, where he resigned, and the army was split up and sent to support operations in the Carolinas and at Mobile.

Johnston assumed charge of all Confederate forces in South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida—about 21,000 men in all—in an effort to stop Sherman’s advance into South Carolina. This force, including about 5,000 survivors of the Army of Tennessee, fought one final engagement, the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865), in North Carolina. Upon learning of General Robert E. Lee’s surrender on April 9, 1865, Johnston established contact with Sherman and surrendered the remnants of his force near Durham, North Carolina, on April 26. Other former elements of the Army of Tennessee surrendered with Lieutenant General Richard Taylor near Mobile on May 4.
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Tennessee, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit created on July 23, 1863, that incorporated the Department of East Tennessee, commanded by Major General Simon B. Buckner. The Confederate Department of Tennessee was initially commanded by General Braxton Bragg; Buckner retained command of his jurisdiction but reported to Bragg. The department encompassed a sizable area that included much of central Tennessee, northern Alabama, and northern Georgia as far south as Augusta and also covered Virginia and North Carolina west of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Later, the department would also come to include a portion of western Florida as well as eastern Alabama.

Bragg commanded until December 16, 1863; he was succeeded in command by General Joseph E. Johnston. Newly promoted General John B. Hood took command from Johnston in July 1864. On August 15, 1864, the department was organized out of existence when it became part of the Department of Tennessee and Georgia.
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Tennessee, CSS

One of the most powerful Confederate ironclads of the Civil War. The Tennessee II (usually referred to simply as the Tennessee) was laid down at Selma, Alabama, some 150 miles upriver from Mobile, in October 1862. Launched in February 1863, it was commissioned on February 16, 1864. The Tennessee was 209 feet in overall length with a beam of 48 feet and a draft of 14 feet. It displaced 1,273 tons and had a crew complement of 133 men. A modified Columbia-class (Columbia and Texas) ironclad, the Tennessee had the distinctive shorter casemate, 79 feet long, of the Columbia-class ships. Heavily armored, the Tennessee had 6 inches of iron on the casemate, 5 inches on its sides, and 2 inches on the deck. It mounted six Brooke rifled guns: two 7-inchers on pivot mounts fore and aft and four 6.4-inchers in broadsides.
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The powerful Confederate ironclad ram Tennessee served as Rear Admiral Franklin Buchanan’s flagship in the Battle of Mobile Bay, August 5, 1864, when it fought the Union squadron virtually alone. Captured in that battle, the Tennessee was taken into the U.S. Navy. (Library of Congress)

The Tennessee’s engines had been taken from a riverboat steamer. As with so many Confederate ironclads, the Tennessee was inadequately powered for its weight and thus was difficult to maneuver. Its principal defect, however, was its relatively exposed rudder chains that ran in open channels on the after deck.

The most powerful vessel in Rear Admiral Franklin Buchanan’s Mobile Bay Squadron, the Tennessee took a leading role in the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864), engaging largely by itself Rear Admiral David G. Farragut’s entire Union squadron that had penetrated the bay. Buchanan made a last charge at the Union ships while endeavoring to ram the Union flagship Hartford. In the ensuing engagement, the Union warships attacked the Tennessee’s vulnerable steering and were able to render it virtually dead in the water. With his ship’s ammunition supply almost exhausted, four of the gun ports jammed shut, the smokestack down, and two men killed and himself wounded, Buchanan authorized its surrender.

Commissioned into the Union Navy on August 19, USS Tennessee participated in the Union assault on Confederate Fort Morgan four days later. The Tennessee was then substantially repaired, but it was decommissioned on August 19, 1865, and sold on November 27, 1867, when it was broken up for scrap.
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Tennessee, Union Army of the

Union army in the western theater of war. The Army of the Tennessee was one of the most successful Union armies of the war and the best known of the western theater armies. Its regiments were chiefly drawn from the Midwest. Although not officially established in October 1862, it was originally the fighting force of the Military District of Cairo on August 1, 1861, commanded by Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant from December 23. The three divisions of this force participated in the capture of Fort Henry on the Tennessee River (February 6, 1862) and took Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River (February 16, 1862).

Grant, promoted to major general, took command of the District of West Tennessee on February 21, 1862. His army was reinforced by three additional divisions and was renamed the Army of West Tennessee. It and the Army of the Ohio under Major General Don Carlos Buell defeated the Confederates in the bloody Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862).

On October 16, 1862, Grant’s army was transferred to the Department of the Tennessee, officially becoming the Army of the Tennessee. In December it was formed into four corps: XIII, XV, XVI, and XVII Corps, each containing two or three divisions in addition to artillery and cavalry units. The Army of the Tennessee then began the nine-month-long Vicksburg Campaign, culminating in the surrender of that place on July 4, 1863.

With Grant appointed to command all Union forces between the Mississippi River and the Appalachian Mountains, command of the Army of the Tennessee went to Major General William Tecumseh Sherman on October 24, 1863. The army was ordered to relieve Major General William Rosecrans’s Army of the Cumberland, besieged in Chattanooga. The Army of the Tennessee played a supporting role in the Battle of Chattanooga, which ended in a major Union victory in November 1863.

In March 1864 when Grant was promoted to lieutenant general and Union Army general in chief, Sherman took his place as commander of the Military Division of the Mississippi. On March 16, 1864, Major General James B. McPherson took Sherman’s place as the commander of the Army of the Tennessee. The army formed the right wing of Sherman’s force in the invasion of Georgia in the spring of 1864. On July 22, 1864, McPherson was killed on the outskirts of Atlanta while scouting Confederate positions, the only commander of a major Union army killed during the war.

Major General John A. Logan temporarily replaced McPherson (July 22–27, 1864). Major General Oliver Otis Howard of Maine was the permanent replacement from July 27. He led the Army of the Tennessee for the remainder of the war, beginning with Sherman’s flanking movement around Atlanta. The army fought the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1), capturing a sufficiently large section of the Macon & Western Railroad to force the Confederates to abandon Atlanta. The city fell to Union forces on September 2, 1864.

The Army of the Tennessee, reduced to two corps, served as the left flank of Sherman’s march from Atlanta to Savannah, Georgia. Sherman’s armies captured Savannah on December 21, 1864. The army then moved north into South Carolina, forming the right wing of Sherman’s advance and forcing the Confederates to evacuate Charleston in February 1865.

The Army of the Tennessee fought in the last major battle of the Civil War, the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865) in North Carolina. Following the surrender of all the Confederate forces in the Carolinas, Georgia, and Florida by General Joseph E. Johnston on April 26, 1865, the Army of the Tennessee moved north toward Richmond.

On May 19, 1865, Howard took command of the newly created Freedmen’s Bureau, and General Logan replaced him in command of the Army of the Tennessee, leading it in the Grand Review Parade in Washington, D.C., on May 24 as part of Sherman’s Great Western Army. Logan commanded the army until its official disbandment on August 1, 1865.
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Tennessee, Union Department of the

Federal military administrative unit created by General Order No. 38 on September 23, 1862. Major General Ulysses S. Grant was the department’s first commander, beginning on October 16. The boundaries of the department shifted as the war progressed. Initially, the Union Department of the Tennessee encompassed Kentucky and Tennessee west of the Tennessee River (in areas controlled by the Union) as well as Forts Donelson and Henry. Parts of northern Mississippi, around Corinth, were also included. The northernmost boundary extended to Cairo, Illinois.

On October 24, 1863, command of the department passed to Major General William T. Sherman, who held the post until March 26, 1864. He was succeeded by Major General James B. McPherson, who commanded until his death on July 22, 1864. Major General John A. Logan commanded for just five days: from July 22 until July 27, 1864. Then, Major General Oliver O. Howard took command and remained in the post until May 19, 1865. The department was organized out of existence on June 27, 1865, when much of it became the Department of Tennessee.
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Tennessee, Union Military Division of the

Federal military administrative unit designed to carry out postwar occupation and Reconstruction policies. The Union Military Division of the Tennessee was created on June 27, 1865, by General Order No. 118, signed by President Andrew Johnson. Headquartered in Nashville, Tennessee, the department was commanded by Major General George H. Thomas. The division supervised the Departments of Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama and remained intact throughout the initial stages of the Reconstruction period (1865–1877).
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Tennessee and Georgia, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit created on August 15, 1864. The Confederate Department of Tennessee and Georgia encompassed the old Department of Tennessee, which covered much of central Tennessee, northern and eastern Alabama, parts of western Florida, northern Georgia up to Augusta, and the western extremities of North Carolina and Virginia north to Kentucky. The newly created department, which was under the command of General John B. Hood, also covered Milledgeville and Macon, Georgia, and followed the western borders of Georgia’s Bulloch and Tattnall Counties south, followed the south bank of the Ocmulgee River south to northwestern Irwin County, and then followed the Apalachicola River through northern Florida into the Gulf of Mexico. The southern border of the department ran along the Gulf Coast from the Apalachicola River west to the Chattahoochee River.

On October 1, 1864, the western border was altered to follow the Chattahoochee River north and the Alabama and Georgia border north of the Tennessee River and then north again to the Mississippi River. On February 22, 1865, General Joseph E. Johnston succeeded Hood in command. Already in command of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Johnston gave day-to-day command to Major General Howell Cobb on March 27, 1865.
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Terrell’s Texas Cavalry

Multiracial Confederate cavalry unit consisting of white, black, Hispanic, and Native American Confederates brought into service as a battalion in April 1863 by Colonel Alexander Watkins Terrell. Soon after, the battalion became the 37th Texas Cavalry. The unit was ordered into service on June 20, 1863, and by September had moved to Galveston, where it was dismounted and assigned to garrison duty. While in Galveston, several officers and approximately 100 men, angered over the garrison duty they were forced to engage in, mutinied and left for their homes. The mutiny occurred during Terrell’s absence. Upon his return, he was able to reconstitute most of the cavalry outfit.

By November 1863 the unit had seen duty at several points around Texas and then at the end of the year was assigned to Colonel Xavier B. DeBray’s brigade. This brigade was attached to a division commanded by Brigadier General Hamilton P. Bee.

In March 1864 as Union major general Nathanael Banks opened the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), Bee’s division was ordered as reinforcements for Major General Richard Taylor’s army. The division joined Taylor’s army near Pleasant Hill, Louisiana, on April 5 along with Terrell’s regiment and two other regiments. On April 8 they skirmished with the Union advance force south of Mansfield and checked the Federals until Taylor was able to form his infantry into a line of battle. During the main action, the men fought dismounted. As the Federals retreated, Taylor’s men pursued.

The following day at Pleasant Hill, Taylor’s men attacked the Union left flank, but some of the line became confused, and numerous members of the regiment were cut off from the rest. The lost men made their way back into the ranks by nightfall. At the Battle of Blair’s Landing on April 12, Terrell’s men served as flank guards. By this time Bee’s other regiments had reached Taylor’s army, and the 37th Texas Cavalry joined the 1st and 35th Texas Cavalry as a brigade. Terrell assumed the role of brigade commander as the rest of the campaign wore on. Terrell’s men were not engaged at the Battle of Monett’s Ferry (April 23), as Bee had sent them to guard the wagon train at the rear.

As Taylor’s army pursued the Federals down the Red River, Terrell’s men were engaged in several skirmishes. At the Battle of Yellow Bayou (May 18), the regiment began in reserve but soon joined the right flank as the Confederates retreated. By the end of the Red River Campaign, Terrell had become a brigade commander, but his promotion was never ratified. Throughout the autumn of 1864 and into the winter of 1865, the regiment served as pickets along the Atchafalaya River and fought skirmishes against Union soldiers at Morganza.

Until April 1865, the regiment was stationed near Alexandria, Louisiana, and moved thereafter to Grand Marshall. In May the regiment was disbanded, not having officially surrendered at the end of the war.

GERALD D. HOLLAND JR.

See also

Cane River Crossing, Louisiana, Engagement at; Pleasant Hill, Battle of; Red River Campaign; Yellow Bayou, Battle of

Further Reading

Hansen, Harry. The Civil War: A History. New York: Signet Classics, 2001.

Spencer, John. Terrell’s Texas Rangers. Waco, TX: Eakin, 1982.

_______________________

Terrill, James Barbour

Birth Date: February 20, 1838

Death Date: May 30, 1864

Confederate officer. James Barbour Terrill was born on February 20, 1838, at Warm Springs, Virginia. He graduated from the Virginia Military Institute in 1858 and commenced a law practice in Warm Springs. In 1861 he secured a commission as a major in the 13th Virginia Infantry Regiment; his brother William Rufus Terrill, meanwhile, joined the Union Army, ultimately rising to the rank of brigadier general.

James Terrill first saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and then saw much action in Virginia and Maryland through mid-1863. After the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), he was advanced to colonel of the 13th Virginia.

Terrill led his regiment with great effectiveness in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). He also saw action at the Battles of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864). On May 30, 1864, during preliminaries leading up to the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), Terrill was killed by a sniper at Bethesda Church, Virginia. He was posthumously promoted to brigadier general, to date from June 1, 1864.
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Terry, Alfred Howe

Birth Date: November 10, 1827

Death Date: December 16, 1890

Union officer. Alfred Howe Terry was born into a wealthy New England family on November 10, 1827, in Hartford, Connecticut. After briefly attending Yale University Law School from 1848 to 1849, he served as a law clerk for the New Haven County Superior Court from 1854 until the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861. He was also involved in the local militia.
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Alfred H. Terry compiled a distinguished combat record in the Civil War, most notably in command of the Union land forces that captured Fort Fisher, North Carolina, in January 1865, a feat that brought him promotion to major general of volunteers. Terry continued in the army after the war and played a major role in the Indian Wars in the West. (Library of Congress)

After the Civil War began, Terry raised the 2nd Connecticut Volunteer Infantry Regiment and was commissioned its colonel. The regiment saw action in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), after which the 90-day unit mustered out of service. Terry subsequently recruited and led the 7th Connecticut Infantry Regiment, helping to secure Port Royal, South Carolina, on November 7, 1861. On April 11, 1862, Terry’s regiment helped to capture Fort Pulaski.

On April 26, Terry was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. He then commanded the Morris Island division of X Corps and took part in operations against Charleston, including the capture of Fort Wagner in September 1863. In 1864, X Corps was assigned to Major General Benjamin Butler’s Army of the James in Virginia, and Terry saw extensive action in the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864). On the death of Major General David B. Birney in October, Terry briefly commanded X Corps.

Terry’s greatest recognition during the Civil War came when he received command of the Fort Fisher Expeditionary Corps (Terry’s Provisional Corps) following the relief of its previous commander, General Butler. Terry and Rear Admiral David D. Porter worked well together, and Fort Fisher fell to Union forces on January 15, 1865. This completely cut off Wilmington, the South’s last East Coast port for blockade-runners. Terry’s success won him an official thanks from the U.S. Congress, a brigadier general’s commission in the regular army, and a major general’s commission in the volunteer army. Terry’s promotion to brigadier general in the regular army was a rare accomplishment for someone who had not graduated from the U.S. Military Academy. Terry finished the war in the Carolinas, where he was part of Major General John M. Schofield’s Army of the Ohio, which was operating under Major General William T. Sherman.

After the Civil War, Terry served as commander of the Department of Dakota from 1866 to 1868 and again from 1873 to 1886. As commander of the Department of Dakota, he participated in the Sioux War of 1876–1877, which included the disastrous Battle of the Little Big Horn in which Lieutenant Colonel George A. Custer was killed, along with much of his regiment. Afterward Terry refused to say anything that might tarnish Custer’s reputation.

In October 1877 Terry went to Canada to negotiate the surrender of the Sioux leader Sitting Bull. These talks were not successful, but in 1881 Terry was the man to whom Sitting Bull surrendered. During the Nez Perce War of 1877, Terry sent troops to help intercept Chief Joseph and his people. In 1878 Terry joined Major General John Schofield and Colonel George W. Getty on the so-called Schofield Commission, a board charged with reexamining the Civil War court-martial of Major General Fitz John Porter.

In 1886 Terry was promoted to major general, one of only three men to hold that rank in the army at the time. He was also the first Civil War volunteer officer to attain that rank. Terry received command of the Division of the Missouri, with headquarters in Chicago. He retired from the army in 1888 and died on December 16, 1890, in New Haven, Connecticut.
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Terry, Henry Dwight

Birth Date: March 16, 1812

Death Date: June 22, 1869

Union officer. Henry Dwight Terry was born on March 16, 1812, in Hartford, Connecticut. He eventually moved to the vicinity of Detroit, Michigan, where he became a lawyer and an officer in the state militia. At the start of the Civil War he raised an infantry unit, which became the 5th Michigan Infantry Regiment; he was elected its colonel on June 10, 1861. Terry’s regiment was sent to Washington, D.C., where it served with the city’s defenses before participating in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). In July 1862, Terry was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers.

In the late winter of 1863, Terry’s brigade, now part of VII Corps, Department of Virginia, was sent to fortify Suffolk, Virginia, to which the Confederates laid siege but failed to take (April 11–May 4). Soon thereafter during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), Terry performed well in efforts to stymie communications between Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia and the Confederate capital in Richmond. After the campaign ended, Terry rejoined the Army of the Potomac and was given a divisional command in VI Corps, but without commensurate rank.

After serving in the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863), Terry’s division was dispatched to Johnson’s Island Prison in Ohio for garrison duty. Terry and his division returned to Virginia in May, but he was without a field command. After remaining inactive for the better part of a year, he resigned his commission on February 7, 1865. Terry opened a legal practice in Washington, D.C., where he died on June 22, 1869.
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Terry, William

Birth Date: August 14, 1824

Death Date: September 5, 1888

Confederate officer. William Terry was born on August 14, 1824, in Amherst County, Virginia. He graduated from the University of Virginia in 1848. Terry subsequently taught school; became an attorney; edited a newspaper in Wytheville, Virginia; and served as a lieutenant in the local militia. He entered Confederate service as a lieutenant in the spring of 1861, assigned to the 4th Virginia Infantry Regiment. He saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and went on to serve in the Stonewall Brigade for many months.

Terry was promoted to major and participated in the Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862); the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862); the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), where he was wounded; the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862); and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). During the latter engagement, he commanded his regiment.

The following year, Terry continued to lead the 4th Virginia at the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) as well as during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). That September, he was advanced to colonel. His next major action was at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), followed by the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), where the Stonewall Brigade sustained catastrophic casualties on May 12.

On May 19, 1864, Terry was promoted to brigadier general and given command of the now-diminished Stonewall Brigade. He next saw action during Union major general Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) and was wounded during the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864). Terry also participated in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) but was badly wounded at Fort Stedman on March 25 and sidelined for the remainder of the war.

After the war, Terry recommenced his law practice in Wytheville and sat in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat for two terms: 1871–1873 and 1875–1877. Terry died in Wytheville on September 5, 1888.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Bull Run, First Battle of; Bull Run, Second Battle of; Chancellorsville, Battle of; Fredericksburg, First Battle of; Gettysburg, Battle of; Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign; Mine Run Campaign; Petersburg Campaign; Seven Days’ Campaign; Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign; Spotsylvania Court House, Battle of; Stonewall Brigade; Wilderness, Battle of the; Winchester, Third Battle of

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Terry, William Richard

Birth Date: March 12, 1827

Death Date: March 2, 1897

Confederate officer. William Richard Terry was born on March 12, 1827, in Liberty, Virginia. He entered the Virginia Military Institute in Lexington, Virginia, on July 27, 1846, and graduated on July 4, 1850, ranking 15th in a class of just 17. He then pursued studies at the University of Virginia and took up the mercantile business in Liberty.

With the start of the Civil War and Virginia’s decision to join the Confederacy in the spring of 1861, Terry helped raise a company of cavalry from Bedford County and received the captaincy in that unit. Terry and his company performed so well at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) that he gained a promotion to colonel of the 24th Virginia Infantry, replacing Brigadier General Jubal Early.

During the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), Terry was wounded at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862), but he returned to lead his regiment in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). The 24th Virginia Infantry now became a part of Brigadier General James L. Kemper’s brigade in Major General George Pickett’s division. Terry continued to lead his regiment with distinction on July 3, 1863, during Pickett’s Charge in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3). Terry then took command of Kemper’s brigade. In late 1863, the remnants of the old Stonewall Brigade were consolidated and added to Terry’s brigade.

During the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Terry received promotion to brigadier general to date from May 31, 1864. On March 31, 1865, during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), Terry received his final wound of the war at the Battle of Dinwiddie Court House.

Following the war, Terry served in the Virginia Senate for eight years and as superintendent of the state penitentiary. From 1886 to 1893, he was the director of the Confederate Soldiers’ Home in Richmond, Virginia. In 1873 Terry also served as a member of the Virginia Military Institute Board of Visitors. After suffering a debilitating stroke that left him paralyzed for his last years of life, Terry died at Chesterfield Court House, Virginia, on March 2, 1897.
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Terry’s Texas Rangers

Famous Confederate mounted unit. Terry’s Texas Rangers, officially known as the 8th Texas Cavalry Regiment, was an all-volunteer group of mounted soldiers who served in the western theater, mostly in the Army of Tennessee. The regiment was the creation of Colonel Benjamin F. Terry, a successful southern Texas planter, and his friend, Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Lubbock. Terry’s Texas Rangers was not part of the Texas Rangers who enforced the law on the Texas frontier, although many of its members were former Texas Rangers.

The regiment, organized in Houston, Texas, in August 1861, numbered some 1,100 volunteers and was originally intended to serve with General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. But as the first companies passed through Louisiana in September 1861, the rangers were seconded to General Albert Sidney Johnston, who secured their transfer to his command in Kentucky. The regiment assembled at Bowling Green, Kentucky, and completed its organization and soon began patrolling and skirmishing with Union forces.

On December 17, 1861, near Woodsonville, Kentucky, the regiment encountered in its first sustained engagement the 32nd Indiana Infantry Regiment. While the rangers prevailed, their commander, Colonel Terry, was killed. Lieutenant Colonel Lubbock died shortly thereafter, a victim of rampant disease that had incapacitated much of the command.

Under their new commander, Colonel John Austin Wharton, the regiment shared the Confederate Army’s reversals throughout the first part of 1862 and suffered a decline in morale. Nonetheless, the regiment performed well in numerous small-unit actions as well as in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). In the summer, the regiment joined Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s command to raid behind Union lines in Tennessee. When Wharton was promoted to brigadier general in November 1862, Thomas Harrison of the regiment was promoted to colonel and held command until the end of the war.

Under Forrest’s leadership, morale soared and remained high for the rest of the war, despite the worsening military situation and numerous changes in regimental command. Terry’s Texas Rangers fought with the Army of Tennessee in the Battles of Perryville (October 8, 1862), Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), and Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and in several other engagements.

During the Battle of Bentonville (March 19–21, 1865), the regiment made a last and successful charge against Union infantry. After the Confederate surrender at Durham Station, North Carolina, on April 26, 1865, the 250 men who remained of the original 1,100 made their way back to Texas.
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Texas

Southwestern Confederate state bordered by the Gulf of Mexico and Mexico to the south, New Mexico to the west and north, Oklahoma to the north, and Arkansas and Louisiana to the east. Encompassing 266,807 square miles of territory, Texas was the largest state in the Union and became by far the largest state in the Confederacy when it seceded from the United States in February 1861, deposing Texas hero and Unionist governor Sam Houston. Texas was also the westernmost state of the Confederacy and one of only three Confederate states west of the Mississippi River (the other two being Arkansas and most of Louisiana). The population of Texas had skyrocketed between 1850 and 1860, and the 1860 census, taken on the eve of the Civil War, showed a total population of 604,215 people.

Texas had little in the way of industry, for much of its economy was based on agricultural exports such as cotton and cattle, but during the war, industry in Texas grew substantially by necessity. Texas provided some 65,000 troops, perhaps considerably more, to the Confederate war effort between 1861 and 1865, one-fourth of whom served in the eastern theater.

The Civil War had profound social, economic, and political effects in Texas. The state escaped any major invasion of its interior by Union armies, thus enabling Texans to avoid the destruction, occupation, and social disruption visited on many other states in the Confederacy. There were material shortages and hardships, but few people experienced privations because of a lack of necessities. The greatest burdens for Texans at home came from the effects of high casualties in the army, divisions from internal dissent, and continued bloodshed from Native American warfare.

Slavery was the key issue that triggered the decision to secede from the Union after the Republican victories in the election of 1860 crowned by Abraham Lincoln’s election as president. The Texas Secession Convention of January and February 1861 stated as much when it accused the incoming Republican administration of seeking to abolish slavery, a measure that would bring economic catastrophe and social chaos to the Southern states.

Indeed, Texas proved to be a valuable resource for the Confederacy even after it was cut off with the fall of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863. Not only did Texas supply valuable beef and other goods, it also served as a transshipment point for Southern cotton, which could be moved across the Rio Grande and shipped out of open ports in Mexico.

The beginning of the war in April 1861 did not immediately affect Texas, except for manpower. In the first months of the conflict, more than 25,000 Texans entered the Confederate Army. During the war, more than 20,000 Texans died in combat or from disease. Most Texas soldiers saw action in the Trans-Mississippi region under the command of General Edmund Kirby Smith (the overall theater commander) and Major General John B. Magruder (in command of Confederate forces in Texas) or in the Southeast. Texas units suffered heavy losses at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29, 1862). One outfit—General John Bell Hood’s Texas Brigade—served in General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in the eastern theater and fought in 38 battles and skirmishes between 1862 and 1865.

Texas efforts in the Trans-Mississippi theater focused on operations in the New Mexico Indian territories and Arkansas and Missouri. None of these campaigns were successful. The expedition into the New Mexico Territory in the autumn and winter of 1861–1862, commanded by Brigadier General Henry H. Sibley, ended in failure largely because of supply shortages and a lack of adequate manpower.

Union forces, however, proved unable to exploit any of their successes in the surrounding states with any major invasion of Texas. Three Union efforts to establish a foothold on the Gulf Coast—at Corpus Christi in August 1862, at Galveston from September 1862 to January 1863, and at Sabine Pass near the Texas-Louisiana border in September 1863—all ended in failure. Particularly galling for the Union forces was the September 1863 failure at Sabine Pass in which a small force of 50 Confederate gunners at Fort Griffin foiled an effort by 5,000 Union troops and a Union squadron to force the narrow passage. The last major effort to invade Texas, a March 1864 offensive through the Red River Valley in northwestern Louisiana to open the way for an invasion of eastern Texas, collapsed because of logistical problems and poor command and control between Union commanders.

The failure of the Red River Campaign marked the end of Union efforts to invade Texas. During the second half of 1864 and early 1865, the Trans-Mississippi West saw little heavy fighting. When word of Lee’s April 9, 1865, surrender at Appomattox, Virginia, reached the Confederate forces in the Trans-Mississippi theater, the military simply disintegrated. Most Texas soldiers simply went home.

In addition to the threat posed by Union forces along the Texas Gulf Coast, the most pressing military problem facing Confederate authorities in Texas was the security of the Indian frontier in western Texas. Comanche and Kiowa war parties intensified their raids against isolated homesteads and ranches as the war progressed and more Texas units charged with protecting the frontier were called away. Compounding the problem was the presence of large numbers of deserters, draft dodgers, and outlaw bands.

Another concern for Confederate authorities in Texas was the possibility of a slave insurrection. Slavery in Texas remained undisturbed during the war years, however. Even with thousands of white males in the Confederate Army and state militia units, slaves continued to produce food and cotton without major incident. Most blacks realized that a Union victory would mean freedom but did not rebel or flee, largely because of the lack of opportunities.

Another perceived threat came from thousands of dissenters and Unionists residing in Texas. Despite hardships and high casualties, most Texans supported the Confederacy and the war effort. Small groups of Unionists living in regions that had voted against secession, however, organized internal opposition to the Confederate government. State and local authorities viewed these movements as dangerously subversive and frequently took severe measures to repress them. Two notorious incidents showed how severe this reaction could be. In August 1862, Texas troops overtook a group of Unionists (mostly ethnic Germans) trying to flee the state at the Nueces River and killed 19 of them. An even more infamous incident occurred in October 1862 near Gainesville in north-central Texas when a mob, panicked by rumors that a “peace party” was trying to instigate a slave insurrection, lynched 42 suspected Unionists.

None of these perceived internal threats materialized into any movement strong enough to disrupt the wartime Texas economy or society. For Texans, the war ended officially on June 2, 1865, when Generals Magruder and Smith signed articles of surrender that paroled all Confederate soldiers in Texas and allowed them to return home. Some Texans fled to Mexico or Brazil. Most, however, remained at home and braced for the arrival of federal occupation forces, which occurred at Galveston on June 18. The next day, Major General Gordon Granger announced the emancipation of all slaves. The event is commemorated by Juneteenth celebrations in Texas and around the country.

WALTER F. BELL
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Texas, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit established on April 21, 1861, encompassing the entire state of Texas. The first commander was Major General Earl Van Dorn, who commanded until September 4, 1861. He was briefly succeeded by Colonel Henry E. McCulloch, who turned over command to Brigadier General Paul O. Hébert on September 18. The department, headquartered in Houston, subsequently underwent a series of changes and reorganizations.

On May 26, 1862, the newly created Trans-Mississippi Department encompassed Texas, although the department continued on as a subset. On May 28, Confederate officials established the Department of West Louisiana and Texas, but commander Hébert continued to refer to this entity as the Department of Texas. On August 20, 1862, the Trans-Mississippi Department was subdivided into three districts, including the District of Texas, still under Hébert’s command, but now including the Arizona Territory.

Hébert was succeeded in command by Major General John B. Magruder on October 10, 1862. The District of Texas was reorganized as the District of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona on November 29, 1862, at which time the Department of Texas was officially discontinued.
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Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, Confederate District of

Confederate military administrative unit created on November 29, 1862. The district encompassed all of Texas as well as the territories of New Mexico and Arizona. Because the Union had secured the latter two by the winter of 1862, however, the effective jurisdiction covered only Texas. Major General John B. Magruder was the first commander of the District of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. He established headquarters in Houston, Texas. During most of his tenure in Texas, Magruder commanded an average of about 10,000 troops, most of whom remained in Texas.

Magruder’s troops were participants in several important actions, including the retaking of Galveston on January 1, 1863; the capture of two Union blockade vessels on the Red River’s Sabine Pass (January 29, 1863); and the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), which ended in a repulse of Union forces.

On June 10, 1864, Magruder was replaced by Major General John G. Walker, who commanded until March 31, 1865. On April 4, 1865, Magruder resumed his old command. The district existed until the final surrender of Texas in May 1865.
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Texas, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit established in 1857 and officially dissolved on February 23, 1861. As originally conceived in 1857, the Union Department of Texas was headquartered at San Antonio and encompassed the entire state of Texas. By 1861, veteran Brigadier General David E. Twiggs, who harbored Confederate sympathies, commanded the department. The regular army troops assigned to his command, mainly cavalry and dragoon units, were employed chiefly to protect the western and northern frontier areas from Indian attack and to garrison a string of forts along the Rio Grande.

On February 1, 1861, the Texas legislature approved a secession ordinance. On February 18, Twiggs resigned his post and Union commission and turned his command over to Texas state troops led by Colonel Ben McCulloch, who would soon join the Confederate Army as a brigadier general. At this point, the department existed only on paper. On February 23 when Texas voters approved the Texas secession resolution, federal officials placed Texas into the newly created Department of the Gulf. Texas remained in that administrative unit until May 7, 1864, when it fell under the Military Division of West Mississippi.
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Texas Rangers

Texas security force, a number of the members of which fought in the Civil War. In 1823, Stephen F. Austin organized small armed groups to range over the Texas countryside to protect settlers from Native American raids and bandits. The Texas Rangers became more formally established on October 17, 1835, by the Provisional Government of Texas, and the force, which grew to 300 men, played an important role in the Texas Revolution (1835–1836). During the late 1830s and early 1840s, Texas president Mirabeau B. Lamar employed the rangers against the Cherokees and Comanches along the frontier of the new Republic of Texas. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), rangers joined Union forces in the invasion of Mexico, where they earned a reputation for bravery as well as cruelty toward the Mexican people.

Following the annexation of Texas by the United States, the protection of the Texas frontier became the responsibility of the U.S. Army, and the Texas Rangers were used sparingly. In 1857, however, Texas governor Hardin Richard Runnels commissioned John S. “Rip” Ford, a Texas Ranger veteran of the Mexican-American War, to form a company of 100 rangers. Ford’s command subsequently battled the Comanches along the Canadian River Valley, and on December 27, 1859, the rangers defeated the forces of Juan Cortina at the Battle of Rio Grande City.

With the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, Ford and many other Texans pushed for secession over the objections of Texas governor Sam Houston. Texas voters approved the articles of secession on February 23, 1861, and Texas officially joined the Confederacy on March 5. The Texas Rangers were then disbanded, although many volunteered for service with the Confederacy. Ford was elected to command the 2nd Texas Cavalry stationed along the Rio Grande. Ford’s conscripts battled Native Americans and Juan Cortina while protecting trade between the Confederacy and Mexico. During the Civil War years, Texans endured numerous Native American raids along the western and southern frontiers.

The Texas Rangers remained in the limelight with the organization of the 8th Texas Cavalry under the command of Benjamin Franklin Terry, a wealthy sugar planter and slave owner from Brazoria, Texas. While most of the 1,000 volunteers were not Texas Rangers, the regiment was nevertheless referred to as “Terry’s Texas Rangers.” After arriving in Bowling Green, Kentucky, Terry’s Rangers were assigned to the command of General Albert Sidney Johnston. Terry was killed during the regiment’s first action at Woodsonville, Kentucky, on December 17, 1861. His successor, Thomas Lubbock, died from disease before he could assume command. John Austin Wharton was then elected to lead the 8th Cavalry, which was ultimately involved in more than 200 battles, engagements, and skirmishes in seven Southern states and developed a reputation for fierce charges against entrenched Union positions. Extolled for their fearlessness and tenacity, Terry’s Rangers had a record of outstanding combat among Texas forces that was second only to General John B. Hood’s Texas Brigade. The war took its toll, however; when the 8th Cavalry disbanded on April 26, 1865, only 90 members of the regiment remained in the field.

In 1874 toward the end of Reconstruction, the Texas Rangers were officially reconstituted. The law enforcement organization subsequently gained legendary fame for subduing such outlaws as Sam Bass, John Wesley Hardin, and Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow (Bonnie and Clyde). On the other hand, the Texas Rangers drew considerable criticism for their racist attitudes during the Mexican Revolution (1900–1917). In 1935, the Texas Rangers were fully professionalized and placed under the control of the Texas Department of Public Safety.
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Textile Manufacturing

Industry vital to both the United States and the Confederacy as well as to the major powers of Western Europe. Textiles have five components: fiber, yarn, fabric construction, finish, and color. The yarn is made by spinning raw fibers on a spinning wheel to produce long strands. The strands in turn are mounted on a loom. The vertical yarn is the warp, and the horizontal yarn is the weft or woof. The predominant textile fibers during the Civil War were natural fibers such as linen, cotton, wool, and silk.

Spindle and loom counts provide a fairly accurate measurement of industry size. In 1860, the Southern states had approximately 143 cotton mills representing 4,013 looms and 164,840 spindles. Principal textile manufactories were in Richmond and Petersburg, Virginia; Fayetteville, Alamance, and Greensboro, North Carolina; and Augusta and Columbus, Georgia. In 1859, the Northern states had 1,091 textile mills and employed 122,028 workers. Spindle counts ranged from 72 to 110,000 per mill. Rhode Island, New York, Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts were the predominant mill locations. The majority of textile workers were women, many of whom worked under trying conditions for very low wages.

Geographic location dictated which textile fibers were produced. Warm climates and long growing seasons in the Deep South were conducive to cotton and flax crops, while cooler climates in the North promoted wool production. Nineteenth-century manufacturing had already shifted from home to factories, which together with technology advancements such as steam-powered looms and the cotton gin accelerated the availability of textiles.

Silk and linen were two minor textiles used during the Civil War. The majority of silk fabric used during the war was imported, because American production was inferior. Generally, silk was used for flags, fringes, tassels, cording, and balloons for aerial observation. Linen, produced from flax, was the primary textile in the United States until cotton production became predominant. Linen fabric was used for underpinnings, apparel, and household linens.

Prior to the war, American wool manufacturing was largely centered in household operations. After Spanish merino wool was introduced in the early 19th century, fiber quality improved, and Americans produced fine wool products that could compete with English woolens. By 1860, the majority of wool manufacturing continued in southern New England and Middle Atlantic states. Civilian demand for fashionable woolens and the need for military uniforms, together with a Northern shortage of cotton, resulted in yearly production levels increasing dramatically, from 85 million pounds in 1860 to 200 million pounds in 1865.

During the Northern blockade of Southern ports, textiles and fabrics became extremely difficult to obtain in the Confederacy. Most textile production in the Confederacy was the product of either home-based looms or a few mills that managed to obtain raw materials and stay out of the hands of advancing Northern troops. Textiles secured through the blockade were very expensive.

The shortage of cotton during the war sharply drove up its price for New England textile manufacturers and forced thousands of workers from their jobs. Securing cotton was a major goal of the Union Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864), for to win reelection in November, President Abraham Lincoln would need to carry New England, and restoring jobs in the mills would go a long way toward that end. The Red River Valley was the greatest cotton-production area in the Confederacy.

Most Southern textile mills were destroyed during the war. The only Southern mills to remain relatively untouched were those located in the Augusta, Georgia, area. Following Reconstruction, the American textile industry grew quickly and successfully competed with global markets.
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Thanks of Congress, U.S. and CSA

Special commendation issued by the U.S. Congress and the Confederate Congress for military achievement during the Civil War. Not to be confused with the Medal of Honor, the Thanks of Congress did not confer any medals of decorations upon the recipient; rather, the citation was printed in the Congressional Record (or in the Journal of the Confederate Congress) and became a part of one’s permanent record.

The first Thanks of Congress in the United States was issued and published on December 24, 1861. It was awarded posthumously to Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon and those under his command for their actions at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861). The last Thanks of Congress was issued in May 1866.

The U.S. Thanks of Congress commendation was issued to soldiers, sailors, and marines. The most sweeping one was issued to the “officers, soldiers, and seamen of the Army and Navy of the United States” who had contributed to various military successes through February 22, 1862. Although enlisted men were often included in the citations, most went to high-ranking officers, including Major General Ulysses S. Grant, for his 1863 successes; Major General William T. Sherman, for his triumphs during 1863–1864; and Major General Winfield S. Hancock, for his service at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). A number of naval officers also received the Thanks of Congress, including Lieutenant John Worden, for his actions during the Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862), and Rear Admiral David D. Porter.

The first Thanks of Congress in the Confederacy was issued on February 8, 1861, to the State of Alabama for its role in creating the Confederate government and extending a $500,000 loan to the new government. The last was on March 17, 1865, and expressed gratitude for Lieutenant General Wade Hampton’s tenacious defense of Richmond. Most Confederate commendations were issued to army and navy officers, but a number were issued to entire military units for having reenlisted or to state governments for their support of the war effort.

Among those receiving the Thanks of Congress was Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard on May 6, 1861, for his actions at Fort Sumter. Beauregard was again cited, along with General Joseph E. Johnston, for the victory at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). General Robert E. Lee received the Thanks of Congress several times. Confederate Navy recipients included Rear Admiral Raphael Semmes.

Although the Thanks of Congress did not confer a medal or decoration and was not as prestigious as the Medal of Honor, it was nevertheless a coveted commendation. Its issuance, however, was often predicated on political connections with congressional members.
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Thatcher, Henry Knox

Birth Date: May 26, 1806

Death Date: April 5, 1880

Union naval officer. Born in Thomaston, Maine, on May 26, 1806, Henry Knox Thatcher was a grandson of Revolutionary War major general Henry Knox. Thatcher was briefly a cadet at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1822, but he resigned when he received a midshipman’s warrant on March 4, 1823. Thatcher was promoted to passed midshipman on March 23, 1829; to lieutenant on February 28, 1833; and to commander on September 14, 1855.

When the Civil War began, Thatcher was the executive officer of the Boston Navy Yard. In November 1861, he commanded the sloop Constellation in the Mediterranean. On July 16, 1862, he was one of six officers promoted directly from commander to commodore. On his return from the Mediterranean, in late September he assumed command of the screw frigate Colorado in the West Gulf Blockading Squadron and had charge of blockaders off Mobile Bay.

Thatcher remained on station until January 1864. In February he arrived at the Portsmouth Navy Yard in Maine, where the Colorado underwent repairs. While that work was being accomplished, Thatcher sailed a storeship to Port Royal, South Carolina, with supplies for the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. The repairs to the Colorado complete, Thatcher resumed its command and joined the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. He commanded its First Division in the campaign to take Fort Fisher, North Carolina (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865).

On February 23, 1865, Thatcher took command of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. Supporting army operations ashore, he played an important role in the campaign to capture Mobile, Alabama, which was achieved on April 12, 1865. On July 13, Thatcher assumed command of the new Gulf Squadron, formed from the reduced and combined two former Gulf blockading squadrons, his own and that of Acting Rear Admiral Cornelius K. Stribling. Thatcher held this assignment until May 1866.

Promoted to rear admiral on July 25, 1866, Thatcher was appointed to command the North Pacific Squadron. He held this command until August 1868. Placed on the retired list on May 26, 1868, he was port admiral of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, during 1869 and 1870. Thatcher died in Boston, Massachusetts, on April 5, 1880.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Fort Fisher Campaign; Mobile Bay, Battle of; North Atlantic Blockading Squadron; West Gulf Blockading Squadron

Further Reading

Callahan, Edward W., ed. List of Officers of the Navy of the United States and of the Marine Corps from 1775 to 1900. 1901; reprint, New York: Haskell House Publishers, 1969.

Thompson, Kenneth E. Civil War Commodores and Admirals: A Biographical Directory of All Eighty-Eight Union and Confederate Navy Officers Who Attained Commissioned Flag Rank during the War. Portland, ME: Thompson Group, 2001.

U.S. Navy Department. Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 22. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1908.

_______________________

Thayer, John Milton

Birth Date: January 24, 1820

Death Date: March 19, 1906

Union officer. John Milton Thayer was born on January 24, 1820, in Bellingham, Massachusetts. He briefly taught at a number of rural schools before studying law at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island. After graduating in 1841, Thayer opened a law office in Worcester, Massachusetts, and joined the local militia. In 1854 he moved to Omaha in the Nebraska Territory and, because of his past militia experience, was appointed the Nebraska Territory’s first brigadier general of militia when the Pawnee tribe staged an uprising. After hostilities ceased, the Nebraska legislature, to which Thayer had subsequently been elected, appointed him major general of militia.

When the Civil War began, Thayer petitioned Secretary of War Simon Cameron for permission to raise a regiment of volunteers and resigned his seat in the legislature in June 1861. Thayer thus raised the 1st Nebraska Infantry and was commissioned its colonel on July 21, 1861. On February 1, 1862, he took command of a brigade in the 3rd Division in what became the Army of the Tennessee, leading it at the Battles of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) and Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers in October 1862, he saw his appointment lapse for lack of confirmation. On March 13, 1863, Thayer was reappointed brigadier general of volunteers, which was confirmed, and received a division command in XV Corps, taking part in the Battle of Jackson (May 14, 1863) in Mississippi during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (May 1–July 4, 1863).

Following the actions at Vicksburg, Thayer was named commander of the District of the Frontier, VII Corps, on February 22, 1864. He commanded a division during the Camden Expedition (March 23–May 3, 1864) in southwestern Arkansas and was instrumental in the repulse of Confederate forces during a four-hour attack on the rear guard at Prairie D’Ane, Louisiana, allowing the Federals to continue to Camden. Following participation in several other engagements, Thayer was assigned to St. Charles, Arkansas, on February 27, 1865. He was brevetted major general before resigning his commission on July 19, 1865.

Thayer then returned to Nebraska and again entered politics, becoming one of Nebraska’s first U.S. senators. President Ulysses S. Grant appointed Thayer governor of the Wyoming Territory in 1871, and from 1886 to 1892 Thayer served as governor of Nebraska before retiring from public life. Thayer died in Lincoln, Nebraska, on March 19, 1906.
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Thirteenth Amendment

U.S. constitutional amendment adopted on December 6, 1865, that abolished slavery in the United States. Prior to the Civil War, few proposals were introduced in Congress to eliminate slavery by constitutional amendment, and most proposals for dealing with slavery, including the Corwin Amendment (1861) and the Crittenden Compromise (1860), sought to reassure the Southern states that were about to secede by guaranteeing that slavery would be perpetual.

In 1861 and 1862, Congress adopted confiscation laws relating to slaves who had been used in the rebellion or those who had escaped to or been captured by the Union armies. In 1862, Congress provided for compensated emancipation in the District of Columbia and, despite the decision in Scott v. Sandford (1857), outlawed slavery in the federal territories. In September 1862, President Abraham Lincoln issued his Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. Officially proclaimed on January 1, 1863, it freed all slaves held in areas of rebellion.

Although there was some sentiment to abolish slavery by statute, there was general agreement that Congress lacked such power. In December 1863, Republican representatives James M. Ashley of Ohio and James F. Wilson of Iowa introduced emancipation amendments. Senator John B. Henderson, a Missouri Democrat, introduced a similar amendment in the Senate in January 1864, with Republican Charles Sumner of Massachusetts offering a somewhat different version the next month. Proponents justified such amendments both on the grounds of morality and as a means of securing future peace by eliminating the situation of the nation being half slave and half free.

Although the amendment had broad Republican support, some of the congressional Democrats who were left after the secession of the Southern states argued that Article V could not legally be used to effect such a major change. Although the amendment passed the Senate by a vote of 38 to 6 in August 1864, the vote of 93 to 65 that it received in the House in June fell 13 votes shy of the required two-thirds majority. Ashley then switched his vote to allow him room to reintroduce the amendment in the second session of the Thirty-eighth Congress.

The Republicans won substantial victories in the election of 1864. This election and Lincoln’s endorsement of the amendment, along with fears among Democrats that they might forever be saddled with the onus of slavery, led to another vote in January 1865, when the House adopted the amendment by a vote of 119 to 56. The states ratified the amendment that same year, and Lincoln, whose signature was not needed, signed the amendment, perhaps in response to President James Buchanan’s earlier signature on the Corwin Amendment.

The Thirteenth Amendment is divided into two parts. The first section prohibits “slavery” and “involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime.” By distinguishing slavery and involuntary servitude, the amendment appears to indicate (and courts have so interpreted the provision) that it outlaws practices such as peonage as well as the kinds of practices extant before the Civil War. Section 1 is fairly unique in that it applies to the conduct of the state as well as private citizens. Section 2 grants Congress power to enforce the amendment, a statement that a number of subsequent amendments have emulated. The amendment was adopted on December 6, 1865, and is considered to be the first of the so-called Reconstruction Amendments.
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13th Pennsylvania Reserves
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37th Texas Cavalry
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Thomas, Allen

Birth Date: December 14, 1830

Death Date: December 3, 1907

Confederate officer. Thomas Allen was born on December 14, 1830, in Howard County, Maryland. He graduated from the College of New Jersey (Princeton University) in 1850 and became a lawyer in Maryland. In 1857 he relocated to Louisiana after marrying a citizen of that state and became a planter and militia officer.

In 1861 Thomas organized an infantry battalion that became part of the 29th Louisiana Infantry Regiment. Elected colonel of the regiment in May 1862, he saw action with his unit near Vicksburg, Mississippi, in December 1862. Stationed at Vicksburg during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), Thomas was forced to surrender when the city fell on July 4. Paroled within days, he was then sent to Richmond, carrying the official report detailing the fall of Vicksburg to President Jefferson Davis.

With his mission to Richmond completed, Thomas was next tasked with tracking and organizing Confederate parolees in the Trans-Mississippi Department. Having performed that function through the end of 1863, he was advanced to brigadier general on February 4, 1864. He was then dispatched to Alexandria, Louisiana, but saw little action with his small brigade. In the early winter of 1865, he received command of a division in Louisiana but did not participate in any significant engagements. After his surrender, Thomas was paroled on June 8, 1865, in Natchitoches, Louisiana, and returned to his plantation.

Thomas was a presidential elector in 1872 and 1880 and a member of the board of trustees for Louisiana State University, where he also taught agriculture (1882–1884). He moved to Florida in 1889 and remained there until 1907 except for a three-year period (1894–1897) when he served as U.S. consul to Venezuela. After purchasing a plantation near Waveland, Mississippi, where he moved in mid-1907, Thomas died there on December 3, 1907.
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Thomas, Bryan Morel

Birth Date: May 8, 1836

Death Date: July 16, 1905

Confederate officer. Bryan Morel Thomas was born on May 8, 1836, in Milledgeville, Georgia. He graduated from the U.S. Military, West Point, in 1858. On April 6, 1861, he resigned his U.S. Army commission and joined the Confederate Army as a lieutenant. He served as a staff officer for Major General Jones M. Withers and saw action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Thomas eventually became acting adjutant and inspector general for Withers, rising to the rank of major. After seeing action during the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862), Thomas took a short medical leave before participating in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). He continued to perform staff duties throughout 1863.

In March 1864, Thomas was permitted to recruit a cavalry brigade in Alabama. He was able to raise just 375 men, far fewer than a brigade would dictate, however, and most were over age 45 or under age 16. He led this unit, still as a major, but it did not hold any national or state affiliation. Eventually Thomas and his men were sent to Mobile to help man the defenses there.

On the recommendation of Major General Dabney H. Maury, who was in command at Mobile, Thomas was advanced from major directly to brigadier general on August 4, 1864. He remained in Mobile until war’s end and was captured while trying to defend against Union attacks on Fort Blakely (April 2–9, 1865).

Exchanged within a matter of days, Thomas returned to Georgia, where he farmed, served as a U.S. marshal, and established a private secondary school in 1884. He later settled in Dalton, Georgia, where he became superintendent of schools. Thomas died on July 16, 1905, in Dalton.
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Thomas, Edward Lloyd, Jr.

Birth Date: March 23, 1825

Death Date: March 8, 1898

Confederate officer. Edward Lloyd Thomas was born in Clarke County, Georgia, on March 23, 1825. He graduated from Emory College in 1826 and became a planter. Thomas volunteered for military service during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), serving from May 1847 to August 1848 and ending as a second lieutenant in the Newton County Independent Horse. Thomas turned down a regular army commission after the war, choosing instead to return to Georgia.

After helping to raise the 35th Georgia Infantry, Thomas was appointed its colonel on October 15, 1861. The 35th Georgia was assigned to Brigadier General James J. Pettigrew’s brigade of Major General Gustavus W. Smith’s division. Thomas fought in the Battle of Mechanicsville (June 26, 1862) and then fought in the rest of the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), during which he was wounded although not sufficiently to force him from the field. He assumed command of a brigade, which he would lead for the rest of the war, in the division commanded by Major Generals Dorsey Pender and Cadmus Wilcox, and performed much distinguished service. On November 1, 1862, Thomas was appointed brigadier general. He fought in every major engagement of the Army of Northern Virginia except the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), when he was at Harpers Ferry paroling Union prisoners.

Paroled himself at Appomattox on April 9, 1865, after the war Thomas returned to Georgia and farmed in Newton County near Covington. In 1885, President Grover Cleveland appointed him a special agent of the Land Bureau in Kansas. Thomas was later made the Indian agent at the Sac and Fox Agency in Indian Territory (Oklahoma). He died in South McAlester, Indian Territory, on March 8, 1898.
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Thomas, George Henry

Birth Date: July 31, 1816

Death Date: March 28, 1870

Union officer. Born in Southampton County, Virginia, on July 31, 1816, George Henry Thomas graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1840. He served in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), winning three brevets and promotion to first lieutenant in 1844 and to captain in 1853. Appointed a major in the elite new 2nd Cavalry in 1855, Thomas saw action against the Comanches in Texas and was wounded in an engagement in 1860.
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Union Army major general George Henry Thomas was known as the “Rock of Chickamauga” for the valiant stand of his corps during that battle of September 19–20, 1863, which allowed the rest of the Army of the Cumberland to escape. Thomas also commanded the Army of the Cumberland in the important Union victory at Nashville on December 15–16, 1864. (National Archives)

When the Civil War began, Thomas remained loyal to the Union and saw rapid promotion to lieutenant colonel and then colonel and was commissioned a brigadier general of volunteers in August 1861. While commanding a division in Kentucky, he defeated a Confederate force in the Battle of Mill Springs (January 19, 1862). Thomas’s division was part of Brigadier General Don Carlos Buell’s Army of the Ohio as it advanced into Tennessee.

Thomas participated in the Shiloh Campaign, although the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) ended before Thomas and his division reached the battlefield. Following Shiloh, western theater commander Major General Henry W. Halleck reorganized Union forces so as to give Thomas command of what had been Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s army while Grant was sidelined in a meaningless second-in-command position. No significant action took place during Halleck’s subsequent plodding advance toward Corinth, Mississippi. Thereafter Thomas, promoted to major general of volunteers, resumed his accustomed division command in the Army of the Ohio.

Thomas served during Buell’s sluggish response to the Confederate invasion of Kentucky (August–October 1862). When the campaign ended with Buell having done nothing to mitigate Washington’s frustration, it was not Thomas but rather Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans who was selected to replace the discredited Buell. Thomas continued in a subordinate role, commanding XIV Corps within what came to be called the Army of the Cumberland. At the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), Thomas performed creditably.

Five months passed while the Army of the Cumberland remained idle, and Washington’s dissatisfaction now focused on Rosecrans. Thomas strongly supported his commander, insisting that the army should not move until all preparations were perfect, regardless of the broader strategic situation. When in June 1863 the army did move, Thomas performed well in the campaign that maneuvered Confederate forces under General Braxton Bragg almost completely out of Tennessee. In August, Rosecrans resumed the advance, once again turning Bragg and forcing him back. The Confederates had received heavy reinforcements, and Bragg counterattacked his pursuers at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). On the final day of the battle, Thomas had his finest hour. As the rest of the army broke under Confederate attack, Thomas, with his corps reinforced to about half the army’s total strength, continued to hold his position until nightfall, covering the rest of the army’s escape and becoming known as the “Rock of Chickamauga.” His more substantive award was promotion to brigadier general in the regular army.

After Chickamauga, Rosecrans allowed Bragg to besiege his army in Chattanooga. Washington responded by giving Grant overall command of Union forces west of the Appalachians. Grant sacked Rosecrans, elevating Thomas to command of the Army of the Cumberland, although there was no warmth between the two men. Grant reinforced the Army of the Cumberland with six divisions from the Army of the Tennessee and the Army of the Potomac and then personally directed the combined force in drubbing Bragg in the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863). Although Thomas’s troops played a key role in the victory, he had committed them only reluctantly.

In the spring of 1864 with Grant’s promotion to general in chief, Major General William T. Sherman took over command of the army group for the advance from Chattanooga to Atlanta. Thomas continued to serve capably in command of the Army of the Cumberland, but when Sherman wanted rapid movement, he turned to one of the other armies under his command, usually the Army of the Tennessee.

Following the fall of Atlanta on September 2, 1864, Sherman assigned Thomas to the defense of Tennessee, while Sherman took four corps on his March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). Thomas’s army defeated the Confederates at the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864). He received promotion to major general in the regular army for his efforts.

Following the Civil War, Thomas remained in the regular U.S. Army in various Reconstruction assignments and commanded the Division of the Pacific beginning in 1869. He died, still holding the command, in San Francisco on March 28, 1870.
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Thomas, Lorenzo

Birth Date: October 26, 1804

Death Date: March 2, 1875

Union officer. Born on October 26, 1804, in Newcastle, Delaware, Lorenzo Thomas graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1823. He saw action in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), where he distinguished himself in the Battle of Monterrey and earned a brevet promotion to lieutenant colonel. Following the Mexican-American War, Thomas served as chief of staff to Major General Winfield Scott, commanding general of the U.S. Army. Thomas was named adjutant general of the army in March 1861 and was promoted to brigadier general on August 3, 1861.

During the war, Secretary of War Edwin Stanton grew increasingly dissatisfied with Thomas’s performance. Indeed, many viewed Thomas as unorganized, inefficient, and lackadaisical. Furthermore, Thomas’s vanity and pointless chattering annoyed the plain-speaking Stanton. In 1863 Stanton sent Thomas to the Department of Mississippi to recruit and train African American soldiers, a banishment of sorts to get him out of Washington. Thomas nevertheless retained his position as adjutant general.

During Reconstruction, Thomas found himself in the middle of the titanic political struggle between President Andrew Johnson and Congress, dominated by Radical Republicans. When Johnson attempted to fire Stanton in February 1868, he named Thomas acting secretary of war. When Thomas tried to deliver Johnson’s dismissal notice to Stanton, the latter refused to accept it because the 1867 Tenure of Office Act made it impossible to remove a cabinet officer without congressional approval. Stanton had Thomas arrested but later dropped the charges. The struggle precipitated Johnson’s impeachment, but many assert that Thomas’s testimony to Congress helped the Senate acquit the president of wrongdoing. With the end of Johnson’s term in office in 1869, Thomas lost his political patron and resigned his position. That same year he retired from the army. Thomas died in Washington, D.C., on March 2, 1875.
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Thomas, William Holland

Birth Date: February 5, 1805

Death Date: May 10, 1893

Cherokee leader and Confederate officer. William Holland Thomas was born on February 5, 1805, in Haywood County, North Carolina, to white parents. His father died in a drowning accident shortly before William’s birth. As a young boy, Thomas began working at a trade center in western North Carolina that catered to the Cherokees. He soon came under the wing of Yonaguska, the local Cherokee chief, who informally adopted him. Thomas learned the Cherokee language and customs and eventually became a successful trader.

Thomas later studied law, was admitted to the bar, and undertook a number of legal cases on behalf of the Cherokees. He is credited with saving Cherokee lands in North Carolina when other branches of the nation were forcibly moved to Indian Territory in 1838. In 1839 as he lay dying, Yonaguska appointed Thomas chief of the tribe, perhaps the first and only time a white man held such a position of authority among the Cherokees. From 1849 to 1861, Thomas also served in the North Carolina Senate, where he advocated on behalf of states’ rights and citizenship rights for the Cherokees. In May 1861 as a delegate to the state secession convention, he voted for secession and immediately made preparations for the Cherokees to fight for the Confederacy.

By late 1861, Thomas had recruited a company of Cherokees, and in April 1862 he entered Confederate service as a captain. Thomas and his men saw skirmishing along the Virginia–North Carolina border on September 13; later that month, he was advanced to colonel, commanding nearly 2,000 men in what came to be called the Thomas Legion. The legion remained chiefly in western North Carolina and eastern Tennessee during the war and performed a variety of functions, including home defense, rounding up stragglers and deserters, and stopping Union troops from infiltrating into North Carolina via Tennessee. The Thomas Legion was the last Confederate force to surrender in North Carolina, on May 9, 1865.

Thomas’s health had suffered during the war, and when he returned home, he found his financial situation dire. Falling deeper into debt and suffering from both mental and physical maladies, in March 1867 he was declared insane and remanded to a state mental health facility in Raleigh. He was in and out of such places for the remainder of his life. Thomas died in a state mental hospital on May 10, 1893, in Morganton, North Carolina.
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Thompson, Jacob

Birth Date: May 15, 1810

Death Date: May 24, 1885

Confederate staff officer and operative. Born in Leasburg, North Carolina, on May 15, 1810, Jacob Thompson graduated from the University of North Carolina in 1831. He was a tutor on the faculty until he left to study law in 1832. Thompson was admitted to the bar in 1834 but moved to Pontotoc, Mississippi, and opened a law practice there. In 1843 he built a home at Oxford, Mississippi, where he had acquired a large plantation.

Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from Mississippi, Thompson served from 1839 to 1851. Failing to win reelection in 1850, he returned to the practice of law until 1857, when newly elected president James Buchanan, whom Thompson had strongly supported in the campaign, appointed him U.S. secretary of the interior. During the secession crisis, Thompson resigned on January 8, 1861.

Thompson became a volunteer aide to Confederate general Albert Sidney Johnston. After Johnston died on the first day of the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Thompson assumed the same role under General P. G. T. Beauregard. Thompson was present at a number of other battles before returning to Oxford in late 1863. Elected to the state legislature, in April 1864 he accepted President Jefferson Davis’s call to become an agent in Canada for the Confederate government. Arriving in Montreal in May, from there Thompson directed a failed plot to free Confederate prisoners of war on Johnson’s Island, off Sandusky, Ohio, in September and purchase a steamer with the intention of arming it and seizing the steamer Michigan, the only U.S. Navy warship on the Great Lakes, and then employing it to attack U.S. shipping.

After the war, Thompson spent a year traveling in Europe with his wife. Moving back to Canada, he spent two years there, during which time he endeavored to prove that he had not been associated with the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln. Thompson then returned to the United States. His home in Oxford had been burned, and he moved to Memphis, Tennessee. He was later appointed to the board of the University of the South at Sewanee and became a major benefactor of the school. Thompson died in Memphis on May 24, 1885.
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Thompson, Meriwether Jefferson

Birth Date: January 22, 1826

Death Date: September 5, 1876

Confederate guerrilla leader. Merriwether Jefferson “Jeff” Thompson was born on January 22, 1826, in Harpers Ferry, Virginia (now West Virginia). Unable to gain admittance to the U.S. Military Academy and several other military schools to which he applied, he became something of a drifter. He lived in several cities working as a clerk before finally settling in St. Joseph, Missouri, where he worked as a surveyor and real estate developer. Elected mayor of St. Joseph in 1859, he served from 1860 to 1861.

An avid secessionist, in early 1861 Thompson began recruiting a battalion of prosecessionist volunteers and offered its services to Missouri governor Claiborne F. Jackson, who refused to accept the outfit into the Missouri Militia. Undeterred, Thompson proclaimed himself brigadier general in the Missouri State Guard and led his upstart outfit south toward Arkansas. Along the way, the mounted force launched numerous raids against Unionist towns and outposts. For much of the remainder of the war, Thompson operated chiefly in Missouri and Arkansas, often independent of official Confederate forces. Before long, he had earned the sobriquet “Swamp Fox,” and his outfit became known as the Swamp Rats.

Thompson played a significant role at the Battle of Plum Point Bend (May 10, 1862) in Tennessee, when he helped supervise the positioning of Confederate rams. Attached to Lieutenant General Edward Kirby Smith’s command in the spring of 1863, Thompson was captured and taken prisoner on August 22 in southern Missouri as he led a guerrilla raid. He was not exchanged until June 1864, at which time he returned to Missouri.

Thompson led a large contingent of men during Price’s Missouri Raid (September 19–October 28, 1864) and was conspicuous during the Battle of Westport (October 23, 1864). During the last six months of the war, Thompson took refuge in the woods and swamps of Missouri and Arkansas, surrendering on May 9, 1865.

After the war Thompson again became something of a wanderer, working first in Memphis and then in New Orleans, where he was a civil engineer. Returning to St. Joseph, Missouri, in early 1876, he died there on September 5, 1876.
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Thompson’s Station, Tennessee, Engagement at

Event Date: March 5, 1863

Engagement in middle Tennessee. The forces engaged were Union colonel John Coburn’s 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, Reserve Corps, Army of the Cumberland, and Confederate major general Earl Van Dorn’s Cavalry Corps of the Army of Tennessee. Colonel Coburn’s brigade of four regiments was reinforced by cavalry elements and an artillery battery, for a force totaling 2,847 men. Van Dorn’s cavalry, about 6,000 men, included the commands of Brigadier Generals William T. Martin, William H. “Red” Jackson, and Nathan Bedford Forrest. Each Confederate element included a battery of artillery.

On March 4 Coburn moved south from Franklin toward Columbia on a reconnaissance and foraging mission. That same day, Van Dorn sent a division forward on a reconnaissance from his Spring Hill encampment. The two forces met in the vicinity of Thompson’s Station. After Van Dorn’s pickets were forced back amid an exchange of fire, including artillery, both sides withdrew to defensive positions for the night.

On March 5 Coburn advanced his infantry, with cavalry and artillery support centered along the road, and pushed Van Dorn’s dismounted cavalrymen back, taking up a more advanced position. However, Coburn became suspicious that he faced a much larger force than his own and, after successfully fighting off three Confederate assaults, withdrew to his previous position. At this point, both his cavalry and artillery support withdrew from the battlefield without orders, soon joined in their rearward movement by a train of ambulances and supply wagons as well as an escorting infantry regiment.

Meanwhile, Van Dorn had ordered Forrest to move his brigade around the enemy’s left flank. Aggressively attacking Coburn with artillery and dismounted cavalry, Forrest reached the Union rear, as did Martin’s brigade shortly thereafter, coming in from the Union right. Although Coburn prepared his encircled infantry to break out, before ordering this he decided to surrender.

The action lasted about five hours and resulted in the Confederate capture of about 1,300 prisoners. Coburn reported 88 killed or mortally wounded and 204 others wounded; Van Dorn suffered 56 killed and 289 wounded.
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Thoreau, Henry David

Birth Date: July 12, 1817

Death Date: May 6, 1862

Author, philosopher, and abolitionist who supported conscientious objection and nonviolent resistance to government policies. Born on July 12, 1817, in Concord, Massachusetts, Henry David Thoreau graduated from Harvard University in 1837 and taught at the Concord Academy after graduation but was promptly fired when he refused to inflict corporal punishment on his students.

Thoreau and his brother ran a progressive grammar school in Concord from 1831 to 1841, when his brother died. Thoreau took the students on frequent field trips and taught them about the connection between man and nature. While living in Concord, Thoreau befriended authors and intellectuals such as Ralph Waldo Emerson, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Margaret Fuller.
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Massachusetts essayist Henry David Thoreau was noted for his conscientious objection and nonviolent resistance to government policies. He is best known for his “Essay on Civil Disobedience,” written to explain his refusal to pay taxes in opposition to the Mexican-American War. However, Thoreau was also a staunch abolitionist who actively assisted fugitive slaves and who praised John Brown’s 1859 raid on Harpers Ferry, Virginia. (Library of Congress)

From 1841 to 1844, Thoreau lived with Emerson’s family, serving as the private tutor to Emerson’s children. Emerson encouraged Thoreau to contribute essays to the Dial, a journal edited by Fuller. Thoreau’s first essay, “Natural History of Massachusetts,” was published in 1842. Emerson also influenced Thoreau philosophically by introducing him to transcendentalism. While living in Concord, Thoreau also worked in his family’s pencil factory. It is likely that frequent exposure to graphite particles exacerbated lung damage caused by tuberculosis and contributed to his early death.

From 1845 to 1847, Thoreau lived alone in a small house that he built on land owned by Emerson on the shore of Walden Pond. Thoreau’s foray into simple rustic living was an attempt to commune with nature while affording him the solitude necessary to pursue his writing.

Thoreau opposed the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), contending that President James K. Polk’s actions in bringing about the war were merely an unethical excuse to extend slavery. Thoreau began to advocate a philosophy of civil disobedience. In July 1846 he refused to pay six years of delinquent poll taxes and was arrested. He spent one night in jail and was released after, against his wishes, his aunt paid his delinquent taxes.

Facing mounting debt, Thoreau abandoned his experiment in simple living at Walden Pond in 1847 and returned to Concord. In 1849 he codified his views on conscientious objection in Civil Disobedience. In 1854 he published Walden, a reflection on the two years he spent at Walden Pond.

During the 1850s, Thoreau repeatedly helped runaway slaves escape capture, in violation of the Fugitive Slave Act. Whereas many abolitionists criticized John Brown’s 1859 raid at Harpers Ferry, Thoreau praised his actions. Although Thoreau never employed violent means, his essays and lectures championed Brown’s actions and convinced many Northerners that Brown was a martyr for the cause of abolitionism.

Thoreau died of tuberculosis on May 6, 1862, in Concord, Massachusetts. His writings were subsequently a source of inspiration for individuals such as Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., Leo Tolstoy, Willa Cather, B. F. Skinner, and Emma Goldman.
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Thornwell, James Henley

Birth Date: December 9, 1812

Death Date: August 1, 1862

Proslavery theologian and writer. James Henley Thornwell was born on December 9, 1812, in Marlboro District, South Carolina, to a family of modest means. By the time he was eight years old he was an orphan but was nevertheless able to attain a degree from South Carolina College in 1831 with the help of several mentors. He then briefly attended Harvard College before becoming a Presbyterian minister. He later taught at South Carolina College, eventually serving as its president, and he began writing and sermonizing on the important social and theological issues of the day, including slavery. Thornwell also held a faculty post at the Columbia (South Carolina) Theological Seminary.

Before long, Thornwell was editor of the Southern Quarterly Review and established the Southern Presbyterian Review, in which he was able to expound on his moral and theological beliefs. He consistently defended Southern society and especially supported the rights of Southern slaveholders. He openly compared abolitionists and others opposed to slavery with socialists, atheists, and Jacobins. While Thornwell believed that slavery was moral because the Bible implored slaves to obey their masters, he also believed that slaveholders had a moral obligation to treat their slaves humanely and with dignity, as the Bible also instructed. Furthermore, as opposed to most other slavery apologists, he asserted that slaveholders owned only the labor produced by a slave, not the slave’s body or soul. This led Thornwell to believe that slaves should be converted to Christianity and taught to read so they could read God’s word on their own. This last injunction was not universally popular in the South, where most slaves were forbidden from receiving an education.

Thornwell supported secession during 1860–1861, and in January 1861 he helped form the Southern wing of the Presbyterian Church. In December 1861 he founded the Presbyterian Church of the Confederate States and helped draft its mission statement. Having suffered for years from tuberculosis, Thornwell died in Charlotte, North Carolina, on August 1, 1862.
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3-Inch Ordnance Rifle

Field artillery piece. Often mistakenly referred to as the Rodman gun, the 3-inch Ordnance rifle was the second most common rifled gun (the other being the Parrott rifled gun) found in the Union and Confederate armies. It was also known as the Griffin gun for John Griffin, then superintendent of the Phoenix Iron Company in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, who had designed and patented it in 1855 by modifying a procedure being used in the production of wrought iron for lighthouse construction.

Griffith’s procedure involved the wrapping of numerous wrought-iron sheets around a mandrel. The cylinder that formed was heated and welded and then was cooled, bored, turned, and rifled. When complete, the barrel alone weighed 820 pounds and was 69 inches in length. With a 1-pound propellant charge, the 3-inch gun fired a 9.5-pound projectile to an average of 1,830 yards at 5 degrees of elevation. The gun was subsequently adopted by the U.S. Ordnance Department in 1861 with additional improvements made to the weapon in 1862. The 3-inch Ordnance rifle proved to be a nearly perfect fieldpiece—the absolute epitome of muzzle-loading artillery. For that reason, it remained the primary field gun in the U.S. Army inventory well into the 1880s.

The Phoenix Iron Works delivered 866 such weapons; an additional 91 more were manufactured after the end of hostilities before production ceased in January 1867. The 3-inch gun normally fired Hotchkiss or Schenkel shells, weighing between 8 and 9 pounds, and in an emergency could use 10-pound Parrott ammunition.

The Confederacy acquired many of these fieldpieces through prewar purchases and captures. But the Confederate Ordnance Department also produced a number of them in Confederate foundries, including the Tredegar Iron Works of Richmond, which produced 20 guns, and Noble Brothers and Company of Rome, Georgia, which produced 18. Other manufacturers included Quinby and Robinson of Memphis and Bellona near Richmond. The Confederacy produced four versions of this gun using bronze as the barrel metal. But there were two drawbacks to the Confederate version—it utilized low-grade iron ore and low-precision rifle boring machinery. This in turn led to poor accuracy and explosions.

Although relatively few 3-inch Ordnance rifles have service histories, more than 350 survive and can be seen at National Battlefield Parks.
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Tibbits, William Badger

Birth Date: March 31, 1837

Death Date: February 10, 1880

Union officer. Born in Hoosick Falls, New York, on March 31, 1837, William Badger Tibbits graduated from Union College (Schenectady, New York), studied law for a time, and then became involved in the manufacturing business. Following President Abraham Lincoln’s call for volunteers on April 15, 1861, Tibbits assembled a company of men for the 2nd New York Infantry Regiment and in May was commissioned its captain.

Tibbits saw action at the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861) in Virginia. His unit took part in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

Tibbits was promoted to major in May 1863 and saw action at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Because the 2nd New York Regiment had only a two-year term of service, he mustered out on May 26. In February 1864, he reentered the volunteer service as colonel of the 21st New York Cavalry. At the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864), a Union defeat, he led a brigade of cavalry. He performed admirably at the Battle of Piedmont (June 5, 1864), earning high praise and a promotion recommendation from Major General David Hunter, the army commander.

On October 21, 1864, Tibbits was brevetted brigadier general of volunteers. From February to March 1865, he led a cavalry division in the Middle Military Division and was brevetted major general of volunteers. In October 1865 he was promoted to full rank brigadier general of volunteers, one of the last officers of the war to receive such an advancement. Tibbits left the army in January 1866 and settled in Troy, New York, where he died on February 10, 1880.
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Tidball, John Caldwell

Birth Date: January 25, 1825

Death Date: May 15, 1906

Union officer. Born near Wheeling in Ohio County, Virginia (West Virginia), on January 25, 1825, John Caldwell Tidball graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1848 and was commissioned in the artillery. He was promoted to second lieutenant in the 3rd Artillery on February 14, 1849, and saw service in Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, and the New Mexico Territory. Promoted to first lieutenant on March 31, 1853, Tidball was assigned to the U.S. Coast Survey (1854–1859). Next assigned to Fort Monroe, Virginia, he was part of the force sent to suppress John Brown’s Raid on Harpers Ferry (October 16–18, 1859). Tidball’s father-in-law was future Union general Napoleon J. T. Dana.

When the Civil War began, Tidball was stationed at Fort Pickens, Florida, with Battery A of the 2nd Artillery. Promoted to captain on May 14, 1861, he was assigned to the artillery of the 2nd Division of the Army of the Potomac. He took part in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) in Virginia and was brevetted major effective June 27, 1862, for his role in the Battle of Gaines’ Mill of that date. Tidball was brevetted lieutenant colonel for the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862).

Appointed colonel of volunteers on August 28, 1863, Tidball commanded the 4th New York Artillery and was assigned to the Washington, D.C., defenses. He took part in the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and on August 1 was brevetted brigadier general of volunteers for his role in the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) and the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). He was commandant of cadets at West Point from July to September 1864 and then returned to the Petersburg Campaign. Tidball was brevetted colonel and brigadier general in the regular army on March 13, 1865, and then was brevetted major general of volunteers on April 2 for the Battle of Fort Stedman (March 25, 1865). Immediately after the war from May to June 1865, he commanded the artillery of IX Corps in the Department of Washington. Tidball mustered out of the volunteers on September 26, 1865.

Tidball remained in the army after the war, reverting to his permanent rank of captain and assigned to the 2nd Artillery. He served in the West and was promoted to major on February 5, 1867. He then commanded the District of Alaska. From 1874 to 1881, he was superintendent of artillery instruction at Fort Monroe, Virginia. Promoted to colonel, he was aide-de-camp to the commanding general of the army, General William T. Sherman (1881–1884). Tidball then commanded the Artillery School at Fort Monroe until his retirement on January 25, 1889. On April 23, 1904, he was promoted to brigadier general on the retired list. Tidball was also the author of Manual of Heavy Artillery Service: Prepared for the Use of the Army and Militia of the United States (1880), which became the standard artillery manual at the Artillery School. Tidball died at Montclair, New Jersey, on May 15, 1906.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Dana, Napoleon Jackson Tecumseh; Fort Stedman, Battle of; Gaines’ Mill, Battle of; Harpers Ferry, Virginia, John Brown’s Raid on; Overland Campaign; Peninsula Campaign; Petersburg Campaign; Sherman, William Tecumseh; Spotsylvania Court House, Battle of

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Tidball, Eugene C. No Disgrace to My Country: The Life of John C. Tidball. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 2002.

_______________________

Tilden, Samuel Jones

Birth Date: February 9, 1814

Death Date: August 4, 1886

Influential Democratic politician. Samuel Jones Tilden was born on February 9, 1814, in New Lebanon, New York. After an intermittent education due to illness, he briefly attended Yale College and then graduated from New York University in 1837. Admitted to the bar in 1841, he soon became a highly successful attorney.
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Samuel J. Tilden of New York was an influential Democratic Party politician who opposed Abraham Lincoln’s election as president but, unlike the Copperheads, strongly supported the Union war effort. Tilden ran for president in 1876, but lost to Rutherford B. Hayes. (Library of Congress)

An ardent Jacksonian Democrat, Tilden worked to elect President James K. Polk in 1844. Tilden then became a leader of the Barnburners, a Democratic faction in New York committed to free-soil (antislavery) principles. Although a delegate to the Free Soil Party’s national convention in 1848, he did not join the new Republican Party in the early 1850s but instead chose to stay in the Democratic Party.

Remaining on the periphery of politics during the Civil War, Tilden opposed Abraham Lincoln’s election but, unlike the Copperheads, did not oppose the war itself and actually supported the vigorous prosecution of it to stamp out the rebellion. Tilden nevertheless feared the centralizing effects of the conflict and encouraged opposition to the growing power of the federal government. He supported President Andrew Johnson’s conciliatory Reconstruction policies and decried the plans of the Radical Republicans.

As chairman of the New York Democratic Committee (1866–1874), Tilden won national recognition by ousting New York City’s infamous Tweed Ring of corrupt politicians and reforming the state governmental and judicial bodies. Renowned as a reformer, he served as New York’s governor (1875–1876). While governor, he reformed the state’s economic structure and smashed the fraudulent Canal Ring that was growing rich on funds allocated for canal improvements. Defeated by Rutherford B. Hayes in the bitterly disputed presidential election of 1876, Tilden died on August 4, 1886, leaving more than $3 million to help found the New York Public Library.
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Tilghman, Lloyd

Birth Date: January 18, 1816

Death Date: May 16, 1863

Confederate officer. Born near Claiborne, Maryland, on January 18, 1816, Lloyd Tilghman graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1836. He decided not to become a professional soldier and resigned from the service. His only active military duty came during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), when he served as a volunteer aide to Brigadier General David Twiggs. Tilghman then worked as a construction engineer for various railroads and in 1852 settled in Paducah, Kentucky.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Tilghman entered Confederate service as colonel of the 3rd Kentucky Infantry. In October 1861 he secured an appointment as a brigadier general. Originally assigned to inspect Fort Henry on the Tennessee River and Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River, in December he assumed command of the two forts.

Tilghman and others who served at Fort Henry were uniform in criticizing its location. He later called it “a wretched military position.” Yet Tilghman was also dilatory in efforts to rectify the situation. Work to improve Fort Heiman on the opposite bank was unfinished when the Union expedition under Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote arrived.

At Fort Henry, Tilghman had only 2,610 poorly armed men in two brigades. Tilghman was at Fort Donelson when late on February 4 he received word of the arrival above Fort Henry of the Union flotilla. He immediately left Fort Donelson to take up the direction of Fort Henry’s defense.

At 10:00 a.m. on February 6 just before the Union attack began, Tilghman ordered all but the artillery company manning the batteries to escape to Fort Donelson. This left at Fort Henry only about 100 men, including those too sick to move. Tilghman’s intention was to delay the attackers long enough for most of his command to reach Fort Donelson, and in this he was successful.

The Confederate gunners grew dispirited during the gunboat attack, and Tilghman tried unsuccessfully to encourage them by working one of the guns himself. Finally at about 2:00 p.m., with only four guns able to return fire, Tilghman surrendered to Union flotilla commander Foote.

Tilghman was exchanged in the autumn of 1862. He commanded a brigade in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1864) in the rear guard after the December 20, 1862, raid on Holly Springs, Mississippi, and also in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). Tilghman was struck by a shell fragment and killed while directing artillery fire on May 16, 1863, during the Battle of Champion Hill.
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Tillson, Davis

Birth Date: April 14, 1830

Death Date: April 30, 1895

Union officer. Davis Tillson was born in Rockland, Maine, on April 14, 1830. He attended the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, for two years but was forced to resign on September 25, 1851, when an accident resulted in the loss of a foot. Tillson was elected to the Maine legislature in 1857 and was that state’s adjutant general for militia in 1858. In 1861 he was appointed a district collector of customs.

Tillson secured a commission as a captain in the 2nd Maine Artillery on November 30, 1861; he transferred to the 1st Maine Artillery on May 22, 1862, when he was advanced to major. Tillson performed credible service as chief of artillery for III Corps, Army of Virginia, in the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). He was promoted to lieutenant colonel on December 24, 1862, and held the position of assistant inspector general in the artillery of the Army of the Potomac from November 1862 to April 1863.

Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on March 21, 1863, with date of rank from November 29, 1862, in April Tillson assumed the position of chief of artillery for fortifications in the Department of the Ohio. Subsequent to Confederate lieutenant general James Longstreet’s siege of Knoxville (November–December 1863), Tillson had charge of improving the works there while at the same time commanding a brigade in Brigadier General Jacob Ammen’s division of XXIII Corps. When Ammen resigned his commission in January 1865, Tillson assumed his post as commander of the District of East Tennessee while also commanding the 4th Division of XXIII Corps. Brevetted major general of volunteers on March 13, 1865, Tillson took command of a division in the Army of the Cumberland. Retained in the army until December 1, 1866, he directed branches of the Freedmen’s Bureau in Tennessee and Georgia.

Postbellum, Tillson was a cotton planter in Georgia for a year until 1868, when he returned to Maine and became a lime and granite contractor. Tillson died in Rockland, Maine, on April 30, 1895.
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Timberclads

Early Civil War warships, part of the riverine force created by the U.S. government to fight on the inland waters in the West. Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles ordered Commander John Rodgers to the western theater with instructions to secure such a force. By June 8, 1861, Rodgers had negotiated contracts to buy and convert three wooden side-wheel freight-and-passenger Ohio River steamers into gunboats. These were the Tyler (four years old and 420 tons), Lexington (one year old and 362 tons), and Conestoga (two years old and 572 tons). Their conversions were carried out at Louisville, Kentucky, by the Marine Railway and Dry Dock Company of Cincinnati.

The three vessels were paid for and under control of the U.S. War Department. Commanded by navy officers, they were later handed over to navy control. The steamers were reinforced to enable them to carry heavy guns, and five-inch-thick oak was installed to provide protection against rifle fire. This resulted in their being known as timberclads.

The three gunboats arrived at their base at Cairo, Illinois, in mid-August 1861 and were soon in service. On commissioning, the Conestoga (dimensions unknown) mounted four 32-pounders, the Lexington (177′7″ in length with a beam of 36′10″ and a draft of 6′) mounted four 64-pounders and two 32-pounders, and the Tyler (180′ in length with a beam of 45′4″ and a draft of 6′ draft) had six 64-pounders in broadside and one 32-pounder in the stern. They were an effective stopgap measure until the new ironclads could be brought into service. The timberclads saw useful service in battles and operations along the Cumberland, Tennessee, and Mississippi Rivers, especially in the Battles of Belmont (November 1861), Forts Henry and Donelson (February 1862), and Shiloh (Pittsburg Landing, April 1862). The Conestoga was lost in a collision in March 1864; the other two survived the war and were sold in August 1865.
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Timrod, Henry

Birth Date: December 8, 1828

Death Date: October 6, 1867

Southern poet and newspaper correspondent. Henry Timrod was born on December 8, 1828, in Charleston, South Carolina, the son of a noted local poet and bookbinder. Hopelessly romantic and with little penchant for structured studies, Timrod attended Franklin College (University of Georgia) for two years but dropped out.

After a failed attempt to study law, Timrod served as a tutor at several plantations outside Charleston. He also began writing poetry, some of which was published in the prestigious Southern Literary Messenger. In 1860 he published a modest collection of mainly nature poetry, which was critically acclaimed but failed to generate much in the way of sales.

Buoyed by the secession crisis in late 1860 and early 1861, Timrod published “Ethnogenesis” in February 1861, which celebrated Southern secession and the formation of the Confederate States of America. The poem was widely reprinted throughout the South and served as a powerful rallying cry for Southerners who favored secession. During the next year or so, Timrod wrote other poems, all widely distributed, including “A Cry to Arms,” “Carmen Triumphale,” “Charleston,” and “Carolina.” All of these were highly romanticized and designed to appeal to readers’ emotions. By the end of the Civil War, Timrod was crowned poet laureate of the Confederacy.

Timrod suffered from tuberculosis and did not enter Confederate military service until the spring of 1862. He was attached to a South Carolina regiment in the West, where he was to be a correspondent for the Charleston Mercury. By December, he had been given a medical discharge because of his precarious health. In early 1863 he took a position as a reporter and an editor for a newspaper in Columbia, South Carolina. His final years were tragic ones, tainted by steadily worsening health and serious financial difficulties. In 1865 he wrote “Ode,” a poetic eulogy to Confederate soldiers interred in Magnolia Cemetery in Charleston. Many considered this to be his finest work.

Timrod died on October 6, 1867, in Columbia, South Carolina. The Poems of Henry Timrod was published posthumously in 1884 by close friend and fellow poet Paul Hamilton.
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Tinclads

Lightly armored U.S. warships supplied to Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s Mississippi Squadron. These light vessels were armored with metal plate less than an inch thick, capable of protecting only against small arms fire. In addition to their names, they sported numbers painted on their pilothouses, the only vessels of the war to be so identified. Stern-wheelers and side-wheelers of very light draft (only two feet for many of them), the tinclads were specifically developed for service on the shallow rivers emptying into the Mississippi and proved highly effective in Union patrol and interdiction operations along these waterways.

The largest of the tinclads (and the only one without a number) was the Black Hawk. The flagship of both Porter and his successor, Rear Admiral Samuel Phillips Lee, it was some 260′ in overall length with a beam of 45′6″ and a draft of 6′. In 1862, it mounted two 32-pounders, two 4.2-inch (30-pounder) Parrott rifled guns, and two 12-pounder Dahlgren boat howitzers (one rifled).

Most of the tinclads were much smaller, on the order of 100–200 tons, but No. 20, the General Pillow, was only 38 tons. At 81′5″ in length and 17′1″ in beam with a draft of 3′, it mounted two 12-pounder Dahlgren boat howitzers. Although the larger tinclads mounted a few heavier guns, their principal armament consisted of the 24- and 12-pounder boat howitzers, which were sufficient for patrol work.

Tinclads began to reach Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s Mississippi Squadron in the autumn of 1862. While they were not sufficiently armored or gunned to take on Confederate naval combatants or major shore batteries, they could engage and drive off the occasional Confederate fieldpiece or cavalry effort that formed part of the Confederate antishipping campaign. Tinclads convoyed transport and supply vessels; served as light replenishment ships; carried dispatches; acted as tow boats, minesweepers, and blockaders; and simply showed the flag. The Union placed in service more than 60 tinclads during the war, 13 of which were lost during the conflict.
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Tod, David

Birth Date: February 21, 1805

Death Date: November 13, 1868

Governor of Ohio (1862–1864). David Tod was born on February 21, 1805, in Youngstown, Ohio. He studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1827. Tod soon made a considerable fortune as a lawyer for several large coal and iron concerns, and he also became involved in the railroad industry, serving for a time as president of an Ohio railroad. As a Democrat, he entered politics in 1838 when he was elected to the Ohio Senate. Tod was an unsuccessful gubernatorial candidate in 1843 and 1845 and served as U.S. minister to Brazil (1847–1857).

Although a Democrat, Tod supported the war effort and the Abraham Lincoln administration. In the autumn of 1861, Tod was nominated as the National Union Party’s gubernatorial candidate. Thus, he became the head of a new political coalition that included Republicans and many so-called War Democrats. Tod went on to win the election and was sworn in as governor in January 1862.

Tod’s job was far from easy, as he faced an immediate challenge from the state’s growing faction of Copperheads (Peace Democrats). He also struggled to fulfill his state’s troop quotas, ultimately turning to the payment of high enlistment bounties that proved controversial and that his detractors claimed would bankrupt the state treasury. In an attempt to pay for the bounties, his administration invoked high commutation penalties against draft dodgers. This too rankled his critics. Perhaps most controversial was Tod’s suggestion that Copperheads and war opponents be arrested and detained for disloyalty.

On May 5, 1863, Major General Ambrose E. Burnside, commander of the Union Department of the Ohio, ordered the arrest of Clement L. Vallandigham, a Democratic U.S. congressman from Ohio and a vociferous opponent of Tod and the Union war effort. The arrest caused a furor, particularly among antiwar Democrats, and Tod was almost driven from office. With his popularity at low ebb, he did not receive his party’s nomination for reelection in 1863 and left office in January 1864. He then resumed his legal practice and business activities but continued to express his support for Lincoln and the war effort.

In early July 1864 after Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase had resigned his post, President Lincoln offered the job to Tod. Tod demurred, explaining that poor health and his business concerns prevented him from taking a position of such importance. He was a Republican presidential elector in the election of 1868 and died of a stroke on November 13, 1868, in Youngstown, Ohio.
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Todd, George

Birth Date: ca. 1841

Death Date: October 21, 1864

Pro-Confederate Missouri guerrilla. George Todd’s birth circumstances and early life remain obscure, although it is believed that he was born around 1841, perhaps in Canada, and moved to Missouri in 1859. He was illiterate and worked as a stonemason in Kansas City. It is likely that he also participated in criminal activity with his father and brother and led a group called the Kansas First Guerrillas. He joined the Missouri State Guard, probably in late 1860, but soon deserted and returned to guerrilla ranks, joining the renowned William Clarke Quantrill’s guerrilla forces in December 1861. Along with William T. (“Bloody Bill”) Anderson, Todd soon became one of Quantrill’s closest lieutenants, although he often disagreed with Quantrill and eventually supplanted him.

Quantrill’s men basically consisted of two groups. Men such as Cole Younger and Frank James represented one group; they were Missouri farmers and Southern sympathizers fighting as guerrillas as a consequence of violence and persecution against their families perpetrated by Missouri Unionists and Union troops. Todd and Anderson represented the second group, men such as Quantrill himself—outlaws who were more interested in looting and pillaging. Todd and Anderson occasionally led their own groups of guerrillas and symbolized the violence for which Quantrill became widely known.

Todd took part in the Confederate victory at Independence in Jackson County, Missouri, on August 11, 1862, and was responsible for executing two captured Union officers. He also participated in Quantrill’s notorious raid on Lawrence, Kansas (August 21, 1863), where as many as 180 men and boys died at guerrilla hands; the Centralia Massacre (September 27, 1864); and the action at Independence, Missouri (October 21–22, 1864), where he was killed by a Union sharpshooter on the first day of battle.
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Todd’s Tavern, Battle of

Event Date: May 7, 1864

Cavalry engagements associated with the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). On May 5, 1864, during the first day of fighting in the Wilderness, the 5th New York Cavalry of Brigadier General James H. Wilson’s 3rd Division, Major General Philip Sheridan’s Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, fought a stubborn delaying action against Confederate infantry at Parker’s Store, while the rest of Wilson’s command fought off Brigadier General Thomas Rosser’s Confederate cavalry brigade before retiring to Todd’s Tavern, a crossroads on the southern fringe of the Wilderness not far from Chancellorsville. Here elements of Brigadier General David Gregg’s 2nd Cavalry Division beat back the Confederate pursuers. The Union 1st Cavalry Division, under Brigadier General Wesley Merritt, also moved to the area.

On May 6, the success of Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s attacks on Union infantry spawned fears that Sheridan’s command at Todd’s Tavern might be cut off. Ordered to withdraw, the cavalry reluctantly abandoned the vital intersection for the security of the Union rear. By the morning of May 7, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant had resolved to move out of the Wilderness, around Lee’s flank, and race for Spotsylvania Court House in order to place his army between Lee and Richmond. This move required the retaking of Todd’s Tavern, now occupied by Major General J. E. B. Stuart’s Confederate cavalry. Accordingly, later that day Sheridan ordered his 1st and 2nd Divisions forward. In a large and mostly dismounted fight, Union troopers dealt their Confederate counterparts—the divisions of Major Generals Wade Hampton and Fitzhugh Lee—a demoralizing defeat, gaining control of the tavern and opening the road to Spotsylvania. The Union pursuit lasted until darkness suspended operations. Unfortunately for the Federals, fatigue and bungled orders created a logistical nightmare that stretched into the next day and prevented Grant’s army from reaching Spotsylvania ahead of Lee’s forces.

These events also triggered an angry confrontation between Sheridan and Army of the Potomac commander Major General George G. Meade, the upshot of which was Grant’s decision to unleash Sheridan’s cavalry on the Confederate rear. Cut loose from the army and the meat-grinder battle at Spotsylvania Court House, Sheridan raced toward a confrontation with Stuart at Yellow Tavern on May 11.

DAVID COFFEY

See also

Spotsylvania Court House, Battle of; Wilderness, Battle of the; Yellow Tavern, Battle of

Further Reading

Coffey, David. Sheridan’s Lieutenants: Phil Sheridan, His Generals, and the Final Year of the Civil War. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2005.

Longacre, Edward G. Lincoln’s Cavalrymen: A History of the Mounted Forces of the Army of the Potomac. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole, 2000.

_______________________

Tompkins, Charles Henry

Birth Date: September 12, 1830

Death Date: January 18, 1915

Union officer. Charles Henry Tompkins was born at Fort Monroe, Virginia, on September 12, 1830. Securing an appointment in the class of 1851 at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, he resigned in 1849 for unspecified reasons. Tompkins pursued private business interest for a time but then enlisted in the army as a private in the U.S. Army Dragoons in 1856. He rose to sergeant before his enlistment expired in 1860, distinguishing himself in action in the Paiute War that year.

Tompkins received a commission as a second lieutenant in the elite 2nd U.S. Cavalry in March 1861. Promoted shortly thereafter to first lieutenant, he gained renown in the North when, on reconnaissance with no more than 86 men, he attacked Fairfax Courthouse, Virginia, on June 1, 1861. The ensuing skirmish is widely regarded as the first ground action of the Civil War. It remains unclear whether Tompkins exceeded orders given him by Brigadier General David Hunter. Tompkins was nonetheless brevetted major for his actions.

Subsequently promoted to colonel of volunteers, Tompkins commanded the 1st Vermont Cavalry during the 1862 Virginia campaigns before resigning his volunteer commission in September to join the Quartermaster Department at his regular rank of captain. He apparently rendered excellent service as a quartermaster, winning brevets through brigadier general in the regular army and promotion to major in March 1865. Tompkins was one of nine officers assigned to the military commission investigating the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln.

After the war Tompkins remained in the Quartermaster Department, eventually rising to colonel and assistant quartermaster general. In 1893, 32 years after the event, Tompkins was awarded the Medal of Honor for his role in the Battle of Fairfax Courthouse, making him in effect the first officer recipient of the nation’s highest award for valor. He retired in 1894, and in 1904 he was promoted to brigadier general on the retired list. Tompkins died on January 18, 1915, in Washington, D.C.
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Tompkins, Sally Louisa

Birth Date: November 9, 1833

Death Date: July 25, 1916

Confederate nurse. Born on November 9, 1833, in Matthews County, Virginia, Sally Louisa Tompkins from an early age showed interest in nursing and aiding the sick. With the help of 10 surgeons and 2 cooks, she cared for more 1,300 sick and wounded soldiers from July 31, 1861, to June 13, 1865, at Richmond’s Robertson Hospital. Tompkins’s hospital was so successful that she obtained an honorary commission as a captain in the Confederate Army from Confederate president Jefferson Davis. The president’s action allowed Tompkins to keep her hospital open until war’s end, long after other private hospitals had been taken over by the Confederate government. Of the 1,333 men treated at Robertson Hospital, only 73 died, a success rate of 94.5 percent and a figure unequaled in any other Confederate hospital.

Tompkins never married, and after the war she depleted her remaining financial resources with various charitable works for Confederate veterans. She died in Richmond, Virginia, on July 25, 1916.
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Tom’s Brook, Battle of

Event Date: October 9, 1864

Engagement during Union major general Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Following his rout of Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early’s small army in the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864), Sheridan ordered his cavalry to destroy the material usefulness of the Shenandoah Valley, a task that his horsemen pursued with considerable efficiency. After doing little to oppose these destructive activities in early October, Early unleashed two divisions of cavalry under Brigadier General Thomas Rosser to harass Sheridan’s forces as they moved down the valley. Already unhappy with his chief of cavalry, Brigadier General A. T. A. Torbert, for what Sheridan considered a lack of aggressiveness, on October 8 Sheridan directed Torbert to engage and defeat the Confederate cavalry or be defeated in the process. That night Torbert issued orders to strike the Confederates at Tom’s Brook near Strasburg the next day.

On the morning of October 9, two divisions of the Cavalry Corps, Army of the Shenandoah, splashed across Tom’s Brook to attack Rosser’s division and that of Brigadier General Lunsford Lomax. Brigadier General George A. Custer’s 3rd Division hit Rosser’s well-positioned Virginians, who held strong against heavy pressure until a three-regiment mounted charge led personally by Custer buckled their left flank. The brigades of Colonel Alexander Pennington and William Wells then delivered a frontal assault on Rosser’s center, and the rout was on. Rosser’s command fled in disorder as the Federals gathered up prisoners.

Nearby, Brigadier General Wesley Merritt and the veteran 1st Division struck Lomax in much the same fashion and with a similar result. The saber charges of the better-armed and better-mounted Union cavalry proved to be too much. Like Rosser’s men, Lomax’s command broke and fled up the valley through Woodstock, prompting the Federals to dub the event “the Woodstock Races.” But with infantry support more than 20 miles away, the Confederates were on their own with nowhere to hide. The unrelenting pursuit lasted, in the case of Merritt’s men, for 26 miles. It was a rout of unprecedented proportions for the proud Confederate cavalry. The commands of Custer and Merritt collected 300 prisoners, 11 artillery pieces, 40 wagons, dozens of horses and mules, and a wagonload of rifles, at a cost to themselves of 9 troopers killed and 48 wounded. Total Confederate casualties were not reported but numbered well into the hundreds.
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Toombs, Robert Augustus

Birth Date: July 2, 1810

Death Date: December 15, 1885

U.S. congressman and senator and Confederate officer. Born in Washington, Georgia, on July 2, 1810, Robert Augustus Toombs attended Franklin College (University of Georgia) but graduated from Union College in Schenectady, New York, in 1828. He attended the University of Virginia law school before being admitted to the Georgia bar in 1830. The next year he was appointed second lieutenant in the Washington Guards of Wilkes County, Georgia, and in 1836 he saw duty as a captain during a Creek Indian revolt.
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Robert Toombs of Georgia was the first secretary of state of the Confederate States of America. However, Toombs found himself in sharp disagreement with President Jefferson Davis regarding policy matters and soon resigned. He then secured an army commission and commanded a brigade in the Army of Northern Virginia. (Library of Congress)

Toombs represented Wilkes County in Georgia’s lower legislative assembly between 1836 and 1842 as a Whig. In 1844 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he endorsed the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Reelected in 1846, he criticized the war effort and opposed the 1846 Wilmot Proviso.

In 1848 Toombs backed Zachary Taylor’s presidential nomination on the Whig ticket, won reelection, and called for disunion if Congress violated Southern interests. In 1851 Toombs became a U.S. senator. He supported the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act’s abrogation of the Missouri Compromise and advocated popular sovereignty for slavery in the territories.

By 1855, Toombs had gravitated toward the Democrats. Reelected to the Senate in 1857, he articulated Southern Democratic expectations. Republican Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860 pushed Toombs closer to the secessionist position. Seeing that conciliation was impossible, on December 23 he advocated Georgia’s departure from the Union and the next month attended its secession convention. Toombs was chosen by the Georgia convention on February 4 to serve at the Montgomery Convention, where he lost his bid for the Confederate presidency to Jefferson Davis.

Soon after the Montgomery Convention, Davis appointed Toombs secretary of state. In that position, Toombs sought cordial ties with Mexico because it was a source of Southern provisions. However, he was miserable in his post and contemptuous of Davis’s policies. On July 24, 1861, Toombs quit and received a commission as brigadier general and command of a brigade in the Army of Northern Virginia.

Toombs fought well in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and in several other battles, including the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he was wounded. In 1863 Toombs resigned his commission, having been passed over for promotion and resenting Davis and his war policies. In August, Toombs became a colonel in the Georgia Militia, took sick, went home to convalesce, and then returned to his unit at Augusta.

Toombs came to dislike Davis enormously and remained one of his harshest critics. Toombs held in contempt West Point officers, denounced conscription, opposed supply impressments, condemned paper money issues, and protested martial law as well as the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus.

At war’s end in 1865, Toombs evaded Union arrest and fled abroad. He returned to Georgia two years later. There he practiced law, administered his land investments, and dabbled in Democratic politics, although he never again held elected office. Toombs died in Washington, Georgia, on December 15, 1885.
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Toon, Thomas Frentress

Birth Date: June 10, 1840

Death Date: February 19, 1902

Confederate officer. Thomas Frentress Toon was born on June 10, 1840, in Columbus County, North Carolina. He was in his last year at Wake Forest College when the Civil War began in April 1861. On May 20, he enlisted as a private in the 20th North Carolina Infantry Regiment and briefly returned to Wake Forest the following month to receive his college diploma. He was elected first lieutenant in the 20th North Carolina in June. In July, he became a captain.

Wounded seven times between 1862 and 1865, Toon was a tenacious fighter and an exemplary leader. He especially distinguished himself at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), and at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

Advanced to colonel in command of the 20th North Carolina Regiment on February 26, 1863, Toon ably led his regiment at the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). In May 1864 after his brigade commander, Brigadier General Robert D. Johnston, was wounded during the fighting at Spotsylvania Court House, Toon was given a temporary promotion to brigadier general, effective May 31. He thereafter led Johnston’s brigade, which participated in Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21, 1863).

When Johnston returned to duty in August 1864, Toon again took command of the 20th North Carolina and reverted to the rank of colonel. He commanded the regiment during Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) and during the latter stages of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Badly wounded at the Battle of Fort Stedman (March 25, 1865), Toon did not return to duty before the war ended the following month.

After the war Toon went back to North Carolina, where he taught school for a time. He was elected state superintendent of public instruction in 1901, a post he held until his death on February 19, 1902, in Raleigh, North Carolina.
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Torbert, Alfred Thomas Archimedes

Birth Date: July 1, 1833

Death Date: August 12, 1880

Union officer. Born in Georgetown, Delaware, on July 1, 1833, Alfred Thomas Archimedes Torbert graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1855. He served in Florida and the Southwest and participated in the Utah Expedition (1857–1858), earning promotion to first lieutenant in February 1861. Rejecting a Confederate commission, Torbert organized New Jersey recruits for Union service.

In September, Torbert accepted a commission as colonel of the 1st New Jersey Infantry. He saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). During the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), he assumed command of a brigade in the Army of the Potomac, leading it at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), and the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). Torbert was advanced to brigadier general on November 29, 1862. He then fought at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and in the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863).

Torbert briefly headed a division in early 1864, but in April he assumed permanent command of the 1st Division, Cavalry Corps. He fought at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) before illness forced him to relinquish command. He returned to duty for the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11–12, 1864). In August, the 1st and 3rd Divisions of the Cavalry Corps moved into the Shenandoah Valley as part of Major General Philip Sheridan’s command, in which Torbert became chief of cavalry. The cavalry played a major role in the ensuing campaign, beginning with the victory at the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864), but Torbert’s apparent lack of aggressiveness following the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864) enraged Sheridan, who never regained faith in him. Still, Torbert performed admirably at the Battle of Tom’s Brook (October 9, 1864) and the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864).

In early 1865 when Sheridan took most of his command to the Petersburg front, he left Torbert with a small force in the Shenandoah Valley. There Torbert spent the remainder of the conflict. Brevetted through major general in both the regulars and volunteers, he mustered out of the volunteers in January 1866.

Continuing in the army after the war, Torbert reverted to his substantive rank of captain, but unlike many of his wartime comrades, he received no offers of advancement in the expanded postwar army and therefore resigned his commission in October 1866. He then held various diplomatic posts before pursuing business interests in Mexico. Torbert died in a shipwreck off the Florida coast on August 12, 1880.
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Torpedoes

Underwater mines. The Civil War saw considerable innovation in weaponry. One of the most notable occurred at sea with the underwater mine, then known as a torpedo for the electric ray fish that shocks its prey.

Because mines are principally defensive weapons, they have traditionally been the choice of weaker naval powers, and that was certainly true in the Civil War. America actually led in the development of underwater mine warfare. During the Revolutionary War, in January 1778 David Bushnell deployed mines without success against British warships in the Delaware River.

Work was also going on in other countries, and new means of detonation were developed. In Russia, Prussian émigré Moritz-Hermann Jacobi experimented with a galvanic, or electronically detonated, mine. Jacobi, Americans Robert Fulton and Samuel Colt, and Russian Baron Pavel L’vovich Schilling von Cannstadt all developed working mines by the time of the Crimean War (1854–1856), when the Russians deployed a number of mines to deny the British access by water to St. Petersburg. Jacobi’s mines were zinc canisters filled with gunpowder and set off by a detonator, a glass tube filled with acid. When broken, it ignited the main charge of gunpowder.

With this technology readily available, it is not surprising that the Confederacy utilized it. Southern troops employed land mines in the form of buried artillery shells in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). At first such devices were considered outside the bounds of civilized warfare, but as the fighting increased in destructiveness, prohibitions disappeared. Southerners justified the use of such weapons against an enemy bent on “destroying” the South. Indeed, in April 1862, the Confederate Congress decreed a bounty of 50 percent of the value of any Union warship sunk or destroyed by “any new machine or engine.”

Southern strategists believed that the mine would be one means of reducing the Union naval advantage. Influential Confederate Navy officer and scientist Matthew Fontaine Maury was an early proponent of the torpedoes and conducted a number of experiments with them. The Confederate Torpedo Bureau, later headed by Lieutenant (subsequently commander) Hunter Davidson, was a highly secretive agency, with its officers required to take an oath not to reveal what they knew about the weapons and their means of explosion.
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Confederate torpedoes, shot, and shells in the arsenal yard at Charleston, South Carolina, following its capture by Union forces in February 1865. Land mines were first employed in the Civil War by the Confederacy during the 1862 Peninsula Campaign. The Confederates made wide use of naval mines, known as torpedoes. Their Torpedo Bureau developed a variety of types, which were exploded both by contact and electricity. (Library of Congress)

Civil War torpedoes were of a variety of types. Either scratch-built or constructed from existing barrels as casings, they were essentially stationary weapons, a buoy held in place at an appropriate distance from the surface by a cable anchored to the sea bottom by a weight. They were positioned in rivers or harbors as a defense against Union warships.

Civil War torpedoes were set off either by contact or electricity. In the former, detonation occurred when horns surrounding the charge were broken, causing a chemical reaction that ignited the charge. In the latter, the charge was touched off by electrical current provided through wires connected to batteries on shore. The first type was more certain to explode, but contact torpedoes did not distinguish their victim and hence were a hazard for friend and foe alike. The second type could only be employed close to shore. More often than not, early torpedoes failed to explode because of faulty detonating equipment or because they became waterlogged. Many were simply swept away by the current.

The first detection of Confederate torpedoes occurred on July 7, 1861, when the crew of the U.S. Navy screw steamer Resolute (2 guns) retrieved two from the Potomac. Torpedoes were also deployed in the Tennessee River. During the February 1862 Union assault on Fort Henry, the wife of a Confederate officer inadvertently revealed their presence, and Union sailors swept for them and used cutters to bring eight to the surface. These torpedoes were sheet-iron cylinders some 5.5 feet long, pointed at both ends, each containing about 75 pounds of gunpowder. They were fired by contact-type detonators. All of those recovered were waterlogged and harmless.

The first victim of a torpedo was the Union ironclad Cairo. It succumbed to a torpedo on December 12, 1862, during the First Vicksburg Campaign (October 16–December 29) when it struck a torpedo in the Yazoo River. The first loss of a warship in actual battle to a torpedo was the Union monitor Tecumseh, sunk during the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864). Another dramatic loss occurred on January 15, 1865, when the Union monitor Patapsco was sunk by a large mine or mines a half mile from Fort Sumter. The Patapsco went down in only about 15 seconds, taking with it 62 members of its crew; 43 others were saved.

Powder charges in Civil War torpedoes ranged from some 50 pounds to up to a ton. On May 6, 1864, one of the largest of these, detonated electrically from shore, sank the Union gunboat Commodore Jones on the James River, claiming some 40 lives. It and two other ships were sweeping for mines when the explosion occurred. The Commodore Jones was the first ship sunk by an electrically detonated mine in the history of warfare.

A landing party of Union marines and sailors promptly went ashore and found three Confederate positions, each with a Bunsen battery formed of nine zinc cups, with a wire leading from the battery to a torpedo in the river some 200 yards distant. In one of the positions, the Union shore party captured two Confederates of the Submarine Battery Service, waiting to blow their mine should a Union vessel venture over it. The shore party learned that there were many other mines in the river, and when Jeffries Johnson, one of the two Confederates, refused to divulge their location, the Union seamen placed him in the bow of the forward ships as a personal minesweeper, causing him to reveal the desired information. In all, the Confederates sank or damaged some 50 Union ships with torpedoes during the war.

Mines continued to undergo development after the Civil War, reaching new levels of sophistication and numbers in World War I.
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Totopotomoy Creek, Battle of

Start Date: May 28, 1864

End Date: May 30, 1864

Engagement—sometimes referred to as the Battle of Bethesda Church or Battle of Hanovertown—that occurred during the Union Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Continuing the pattern established earlier in the campaign, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant followed the inconclusive engagement at the North Anna River (May 23–26, 1864) with a southeastward flanking movement that he hoped would force Confederate general Robert E. Lee to commit his Army of Northern Virginia to pitched battle. While the Union army crossed the Pamunkey River without incident, Lee once again moved faster than Grant expected. Indeed, the Army of Northern Virginia was already in a strong defensive position along Totopotomoy Creek.

On May 29, Union forces began digging in on the opposite bank of the Totopotomoy. After small cavalry engagements and minor infantry skirmishes took place on May 28–29, Grant ordered a general advance on May 30. II Corps of the Army of the Potomac, commanded by Major General Winfield Scott Hancock, succeeded in capturing some entrenchments in the center of the Confederate lines. Stiff Confederate resistance, however, prevented these troops from advancing farther. On the right of the Union lines, Major General Horatio G. Wright’s VI Corps became bogged down in a swamp. On the Union left, Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps probed Lee’s right flank.

Lee saw this latter movement as an opportunity to attack the Union V Corps. He ordered Major General Jubal A. Early, whose men held the Confederate right, to strike at Warren’s corps. Lee ordered Major General Richard Anderson to assist Early; however, Anderson’s men did not arrive in time. Nevertheless, one of Early’s divisions, commanded by Brigadier General S. Dodson Rameseur, launched an assault on the Union position, but it was repulsed.

Both Lee and Grant realized that more attacks would prove fruitless. Once again Grant ordered a southward flanking maneuver, this time toward the town of Cold Harbor. The Battle of Totopotomoy Creek was an inconclusive engagement that resulted in 731 Union casualties; the Confederates lost 1,159.
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Totten, Joseph Gilbert

Birth Date: August 23, 1788

Death Date: April 22, 1864

Union officer. Joseph Gilbert Totten was born in New Haven, Connecticut, on August 23, 1788. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers on July 1, 1805. Totten served as an assistant to the surveyor general in the Northwest Territories until 1806, resigning his commission for two years (March 31, 1806–February 23, 1808) before being reinstated in the army. Totten was next assigned to assist in the building of Forts Clinton and Williams in New York Harbor and was promoted to captain on July 12, 1812. With the outbreak of the War of 1812, Totten saw service chiefly on the Niagara frontier and was brevetted twice—first to major and then to lieutenant colonel—for meritorious conduct.

Totten was named the army’s chief engineer on December 7, 1838, at the rank of colonel. He retained this post until his death in 1864. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he was Major General Winfield Scott’s chief engineer and was brevetted brigadier general for his role in the Siege of Veracruz. Totten oversaw construction of coastal fortifications in New York, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, and as a member of the Lighthouse Board (1851–1864) he aided in the creation of offshore navigation lights, which greatly facilitated shipping along the Atlantic coast. By 1860, Totten was regarded as one of the foremost military engineers of his era.

During the Civil War, Totten continued to serve as chief engineer and inspector of coastal defenses (including the Pacific coast). He also oversaw the Board of Retiring Disabled Officers and reviewed and supervised the construction of defenses around Washington, D.C., and Alexandria, Virginia.

Besides his military service, Totten was also a member of the executive board of the Smithsonian Institution, established in 1846, and a founding member of the National Academy of Sciences in 1863. He was promoted to the permanent rank of brigadier general on March 3, 1863, and brevetted major general by an act of Congress just before his death. Totten died of pneumonia in Washington, D.C., on April 22, 1864.
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Tower, Zealous Bates

Birth Date: January 12, 1819

Death Date: March 20, 1900

Union officer. Zealous Bates Tower was born on January 12, 1819, in Cohasset, Massachusetts, but was reared in nearby Hingham. He graduated with honors from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers. He taught engineering at West Point and from 1843 to 1846 helped supervise construction of coastal fortifications around Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Promoted to first lieutenant in 1847, Tower joined Major General Winfield Scott’s staff as an engineer. During the Mexico City Campaign (March–September 1847), Tower volunteered repeatedly for risky reconnaissance missions, during which he gauged enemy troop positions and strength as well as surveyed enemy fortifications. During the Battle of Contreras (August 20, 1847), he led a column into battle, and during the Battle of Chapultepec (September 12, 1847), he was seriously wounded while leading troops. By the end of the war in 1848, Tower had been brevetted three times, to the rank of major. He remained in the army after the war and continued in various engineering posts. In the 1850s, he was primarily responsible for beginning construction on fortifications at Alcatraz Island and Fort Point, California. In July 1855 he was promoted to captain, and on August 6, 1861, he was promoted to major.

When the Civil War began in April 1861, Tower was chief engineer at Fort Pickens, Florida. That November, he proved to be critical in its defense. On June 12, 1862, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers and given command of the 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, III Corps. He saw action at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862) and then at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), where he was seriously wounded. Not until July 1864 did Tower recover fully, at which time he was named superintendent of West Point. Serving in that post only until September 1864, he then began serving as chief engineer in the western theater.

Tower was primarily responsible for erecting defenses around Nashville and participated in the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864). His work is credited for the defeat of Confederate forces during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864). He remained in the West for the duration of the war and was brevetted to brigadier general and major general in the regular army in March 1865. Remaining in the army, he reverted to the rank of lieutenant colonel of engineers and undertook numerous engineering projects, including the enlargement and improvement of several U.S. ports. Promoted to colonel in 1874, he retired from the army in 1883. Tower died on March 20, 1900, in Cohasset, Massachusetts.
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Town Creek, Battle of

Start Date: February 19, 1865

End Date: February 20, 1865

Engagement that prompted the Confederate evacuation of Wilmington, North Carolina. On January 15, 1865, a combined Union force under Rear Admiral David Porter and Major General Alfred Terry captured Fort Fisher, North Carolina, effectively closing the Confederacy’s remaining outlet to the sea. Wilmington itself—28 miles up the Cape Fear River—was the immediate objective of the new Union commander, Major General John Schofield.

After the fall of Fort Fisher, the Confederates anchored their defense of Wilmington at Fort Anderson on the west bank of the Cape Fear River. On February 16 two Union divisions crossed to the west bank and moved on Fort Anderson, supported by gunboats. On February 18 the Confederates evacuated the fort and fell back to a new defensive line on Old Town Creek.

The next day, Union major general Jacob Cox and his 3rd Division, XXIII Corps, approached a Confederate force of about 1,400 men under Brigadier General Johnson Hagood entrenched on the north side of Old Town Creek. The marshy ground along the creek bed made a direct attack hazardous, and the defenders placed their three fieldpieces on the only dry access, a plank causeway. The battle commenced late on February 19, when Cox’s lead brigade drove the Confederate pickets, who first managed to burn part of the causeway, into their fortifications. Cox suspended operations and prepared for the next day’s fight.

During the night, the Federals secured a flat-bottom scow. On the morning of February 20, Cox’s 3rd Brigade and then 2nd Brigade used the scow to cross the creek downstream while the 1st Brigade demonstrated in front of the Confederate works. The two Union brigades completed their crossing around noon without being observed as the 1st Brigade kept up a steady fire on the Confederate fortifications. By midafternoon when the lead Union brigade began to turn the Confederate position, General Hagood ordered the Town Creek position evacuated. At 4:00 p.m., Cox ordered an attack on the withdrawing Confederates. The combat was brisk but brief. Hagood and a sizable portion of his command escaped envelopment, but Confederate losses were heavy: as high as 400, including 375 prisoners. Union losses are not known. The Confederates evacuated Wilmington during the night of February 21–22.
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Townsend, George Alfred

Birth Date: January 30, 1841

Death Date: April 15, 1914

Noted journalist and writer. George Alfred Townsend was born on January 30, 1841, in Georgetown, Delaware. He became interested in printing and journalism at a young age. Townsend’s first journalistic efforts occurred as a reporter for the Philadelphia Press and Philadelphia Inquirer newspapers. In 1861 when the Civil War began, he became perhaps the youngest war correspondent on record when he took a position with the New York Herald. He covered all of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) before going to Europe, where he wrote a series of widely published articles trumpeting the Union cause. His work was at once cogent and evocative but also sometimes light on the facts. Returning to the United States later in the war, he covered numerous battles, this time for the New York World, and was dispatched to Washington to cover the aftermath of President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination in April 1865. Townsend’s 1865 booklet The Life, Crime, and Capture of John Wilkes Booth was widely read and is today a rare collector’s item.

In 1866 Townsend traveled to Europe to cover the Austro-Prussian War. The following year he made Washington, D.C., his home base but wrote for numerous papers, including the Chicago Tribune and the Cincinnati Enquirer. By the 1870s, Townsend’s articles were running in papers across the nation, and his name had become a household word. Townsend also enjoyed a successful literary career; among his better efforts were The Entailed Hat (1884) and Katy of Catoctin (1886). He also wrote numerous biographies, histories, and poetry.

In 1884 Townsend purchased a large tract of land on Maryland’s South Mountain, where he erected an impressive estate over a number of years. In declining health in his senior years, Townsend died in New York City on April 15, 1914.
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Tracy, Edward Door

Birth Date: November 5, 1833

Death Date: May 1, 1863

Confederate officer. Born to a prominent family in Macon, Georgia, on November 5, 1833, Edward Door Tracy graduated from the University of Georgia in 1851, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1853. In 1857 Tracy moved to Huntsville, Alabama. He actively campaigned for John C. Breckinridge in the 1860 presidential elections and was an alternate elector for Breckinridge in Alabama.

In January 1861, Tracy secured a commission as a captain in the 4th Alabama Infantry. Declining a promotion to major in the 12th Alabama Infantry on July 17 to fight with the 4th Alabama, Tracy took part in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). He was advanced to lieutenant colonel in the 19th Alabama, commanded by Colonel (later general) Joseph Wheeler, on October 12. In the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Tracy’s horse was shot from underneath him. Following service in eastern Tennessee, Tracy, on the recommendation of Major General Edmund Kirby Smith, was promoted to brigadier general on August 16 and assumed command of the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, in the Department of East Tennessee.

Tracy’s brigade of 1,500 Georgians and Alabamians in five regiments was sent to Port Gibson, Mississippi. During the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), the brigade repulsed the initial attack there by Union troops under Major General John A. McClernand on May 1 but, following desperate continued combat, broke and retreated. Tracy was among those killed. Shot near the front lines, he was hit in the chest and died instantly.
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Trading Post, Battle of

See Marais des Cygnes River, Battle of the

_______________________

Trans-Allegheny Department, Confederate

Confederate military administrative unit established on June 25, 1862, that encompassed the area formerly controlled by the Department of Southwest Virginia but with newly expanded western areas that went to the Kentucky state line, or as far west as military conditions dictated. Headquartered at the Narrows along the New River in southwestern Virginia, the Trans-Allegheny Department was first commanded by Major General Samuel Jones. Jones’s chief tasks were to support Brigadier General Humphrey Marshall’s army at Abingdon, Virginia, and protect the vital East Tennessee & Virginia Railroad from Union attack.

On February 25, 1864, Major General John C. Breckinridge replaced Jones. Breckinridge commanded until June 22, 1864, at which time Brigadier General John H. Morgan took command; he remained in charge until his death on September 3, 1864. Breckinridge once again assumed command of the department on September 20, at which time his jurisdiction was expanded into eastern Tennessee. The department was also known as the Department of Southwestern Virginia and East Tennessee and was referred to as such in some Confederate records. In January 1865, the name of the department was officially changed to the Department of East Tennessee and Western Virginia.
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Trans-Mississippi, Confederate Department and Army of the

On May 26, 1862, the Confederate War Department consolidated military districts west of the Mississippi River to create the Department of the Trans-Mississippi. The department covered a vast area including Missouri, Arkansas, western Louisiana, Texas, and Indian Territory (Oklahoma). The department’s first commander, Major General Thomas C. Hindman, worked to organize resources in the Trans-Mississippi theater, but his harsh demeanor alienated soldiers and civilians alike.

Major General Theophilus H. Holmes replaced Hindman on July 16, 1862, operating from headquarters at Little Rock. Holmes proved to be an ineffective administrator and a poor strategist, however. The Army of the Trans-Mississippi suffered defeat in northwestern Arkansas at Prairie Grove (December 7, 1862), and in southeastern Arkansas, Brigadier General Thomas Churchill lost Fort Hindman (Arkansas Post), a vital fortification on the Arkansas River, on January 11, 1863.

Complaints prompted Confederate officials to assign Lieutenant General Edmund Kirby Smith to command the Trans-Mississippi Department on March 7, 1863. Smith established headquarters at Alexandria, Louisiana, and sought to centralize department control over Trans-Mississippi districts. In April a Union incursion along Bayou Teche forced Smith to move the Trans-Mississippi headquarters to Shreveport.

In the late spring and early summer of 1863, Smith tried to relieve Vicksburg by striking enemy positions west of the Mississippi. However, western Louisiana district commander Major General Richard Taylor suffered defeat at Milliken’s Bend (June 7), and Holmes sustained a costly loss at Helena (July 4).

The fall of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863, isolated the Trans-Mississippi Department, and Smith began to expand his authority as department commander, exercising virtual autonomy over both military and civil affairs. On August 15, Smith established the Cotton Bureau to oversee cotton transactions. In 1864 the Cotton Bureau instituted a program of impressment to secure control of the Trans-Mississippi cotton trade. By then, Confederates were calling the Trans-Mississippi Department “Kirby Smithdom.”

In the spring of 1864, the Federals designed a massive pincer movement toward Smith’s military-industrial complex at Shreveport, with the occupation of Texas as the ultimate objective. The subsequent Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864) presented the greatest threat to the Trans-Mississippi Department. Although Smith’s skillful use of strategic interior lines enabled him to defeat a superior force in Louisiana and another in Arkansas, he came under fire from civilians and subordinates for allowing the enemy to penetrate the department.

In September 1864 Smith hoped to add recruits and supplies by sending Arkansas district commander Major General Sterling Price on a raid into Missouri. Price failed on both counts and nearly lost his army at Westport (October 23). The raid was the last major operation in the Trans-Mississippi theater. The Trans-Mississippi Department was the last department to capitulate, with Smith signing surrender papers on June 2 in Galveston, Texas.
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Trans-Mississippi District, Confederate

Confederate military administrative unit established on January 10, 1862. The first and only commander of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi District was Major General Earl Van Dorn, who took charge on January 29. The district covered a vast area west of the Mississippi River: Missouri, Arkansas, Indian Territory (Oklahoma), western Louisiana, and Texas. The district was created chiefly to reduce the bad blood that existed between Major General Ben McCulloch, who was in charge of Confederate troops in Louisiana and Arkansas, and Major General Sterling Price, who was commanding the troops of the Missouri State Guard.

On March 4, all troops in the district were redesignated as the Army of the West. Just one significant military action occurred in the district, the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862). On May 26, 1862, the district was organized out of existence when it was subsumed by the Trans-Mississippi Department.
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Trans-Mississippi Theater

Theater of War that encompassed all areas west of the Mississippi. Far from most of the major battles in the Civil War, the Trans-Mississippi theater differed from the eastern and western theaters in numerous respects. Consisting of the states and territories west of the Mississippi River, the Trans-Mississippi theater was home to sizable populations of Native Americans, Mexicans, and Germans and other immigrants of diverse cultures and experiences. Unlike the other theaters, in the Trans-Mississippi theater Native Americans fought for both the Union and the Confederacy, with their experiences before the war largely determining their loyalties during it.

Warfare in this theater also differed from that of the East and the West in that many of the engagements in the Trans-Mississippi theater were mainly small cavalry encounters rather than pitched battles. Also, a number of the engagements were not between Union and Confederate soldiers but instead were fought between white settlers and soldiers against raiding Indians. Some of these incidents occurred in Texas, but the largest were the Minnesota Sioux Uprising (August–September 1862) and the Navajo Campaign of 1864. In addition, the area west of the Mississippi was marked by guerrilla warfare. The most famous partisan soldiers of the war, William Quantrill and “Bloody” Bill Anderson, fought mainly in the Trans-Mississippi theater.

Although there were few pitched battles west of the Mississippi, some crucial engagements and events occurred there. Early in the war, the Union Army was unable to threaten most areas of the Trans-Mississippi theater. Because most of the theater was safe from Union invasion, the Confederates had some freedom to attempt to fulfill prewar Southern expansionary ambitions. Before the war, the South harnessed the influence of Manifest Destiny through a paramilitary organization known as the Knights of the Golden Circle. Headquartered in San Antonio, Texas, the organization sought to expand the South’s borders into the American Southwest, northern Mexico, and the Caribbean in order to create a vast Southern slave empire. With these ideals, Southerners in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona joined Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley’s brigade to conquer New Mexico. They hoped to then move against California and finally gain the desired territory in Latin America. Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign (November 1861–May 1862) failed largely because of logistical problems.

In 1862, a major threat to the Trans-Mississippi area developed along its northern border and in New Orleans and northwestern Arkansas. Capturing New Orleans, the largest port city in the South, was a major priority for the Union in order to control the Mississippi River. Union forces took control of the city on April 28, 1862. In northwestern Arkansas, the largest land battle of the Trans-Mississippi theater occurred at Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862). Confederate forces under Major General Earl Van Dorn lost the battle and with it control of Missouri.

In October 1862, Galveston, Texas, another major city in the Trans-Mississippi theater, fell to Union forces. Galveston did not remain in Union hands for long; on January 1, 1863, Texas forces retook the city. Union forces encroached into Confederate territory in the Trans-Mississippi theater from the north and east during 1863, taking command of cities along the Mississippi River, including Vicksburg, Mississippi, and Helena, Arkansas.

With the Union capture of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863, and the subsequent fall of Port Hudson on July 9, Union forces controlled the length of the Mississippi, in effect cutting off the area west of the river from the rest of the Confederacy. This did not end fighting in the Trans-Mississippi region, however.

Shortly after its isolation from the rest of the Confederacy, the Trans-Mississippi theater received the nickname “Kirby Smithdom” for its Confederate commander, General Edmund Kirby Smith. The men had to rely on their own ingenuity, unable to count on Confederate forces east of the river for assistance. From March 10 to May 22, 1864, the Union mounted its largest offensive in the Trans-Mississippi region, the Red River Campaign.

The Union invasion aimed at securing Shreveport as a possible stepping-off point for an invasion of Texas. As the principal Union forces moved up the Red River, a secondary column was to proceed from Arkansas. Both Union columns met defeat: at Mansfield, Louisiana, and at Camden, Arkansas. The Red River fiasco was the last Union effort to mount a major invasion of Confederate territory west of the Mississippi.

The final significant action in the Trans-Mississippi theater occurred on May 12–13, 1865, five weeks after General Robert E. Lee had surrendered at Appomattox. Confederate forces were victorious in the Battle of Palmito Ranch in southern Texas. By mid-May, most of the Confederate units disbanded and went home. Smith, now a full general, finally surrendered on May 26.
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Trapier, James Heyward

Birth Date: November 24, 1815

Death Date: December 21, 1865

Confederate officer. James Heyward Trapier was born on November 24, 1815, near Georgetown, South Carolina. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838. Commissioned as an artillery officer, he soon joined the Corps of Engineers and was promoted to first lieutenant in 1839. He was instrumental in the construction of numerous coastal fortifications and served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Resigning his commission in 1848, he returned to South Carolina and became a planter. He also became involved in the state militia.

By 1851, Trapier held the rank of major in the South Carolina Militia and was its chief ordnance officer. That same year, he negotiated a deal for the state that involved the purchase of 50 heavy guns from the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond, Virginia. Many of these were used in coastal fortifications that he had helped build or strengthen around Charleston. When the Confederates opened fire on Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861, these same guns took part in the bombardment. After hostilities began, Trapier became a captain in Confederate service and was placed in charge of the Morris Island defenses.

On October 21, 1861, Trapier was advanced to brigadier general and was placed in command of the District of Middle and Eastern Florida, where he apparently neglected his duties. By early 1862, however, Trapier, who had virtually no infantry field experience, requested a field command. In March he was sent to command a division in the Army of Mississippi and saw action during the Union advance on and siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862) but soon fell out of favor with General Braxton Bragg.

In November 1862 Trapier was detailed to South Carolina, where he took command of that state’s Fourth Military District, headquartered at Georgetown. By the spring of 1863, he was in command of Sullivan’s Island and saw action during Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont’s failed naval offensive against Fort Sumter on April 7, 1863. Several weeks later, Trapier resumed command of the Fourth Military District and remained in Georgetown until war’s end. Trapier died on December 21, 1865, near Georgetown.
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Treatise on Grand Military Operations

Important work by Swiss-born military theorist and army officer Baron Antoine Henri Jomini (1779–1869). Jomini’s work influenced a number of Civil War commanders, including Major General George B. McClellan and General Robert E. Lee. Published in eight volumes as Traité des grandes opérations militaires (1804–1806), the work was based on the campaigns of Frederick the Great during the Seven Years’ War (1756–1763) but primarily those of Napoleon Bonaparte during the Napoleonic Wars (1799–1814, 1815) as foundations upon which Jomini built any number of theories and corollaries. Jomini, having served under Napoleon as a staff officer, was a staunch disciple of the general and viewed his military abilities and performance with unshakable admiration.

Jomini’s vision of strategy and tactics was well planned and bordered on the geometric. This controlled approach to warfare sprang from his conviction that conflicts could be limited and their violence contained. He placed an emphasis on controlled maneuver, which generals such as McClellan erroneously believed could win wars, rather than head-on battles. Jomini preached that a successful army must not only aggregate superior numbers but must also retain tight interior operations while keeping the enemy on the periphery. Another of Jomini’s maxims was the importance of launching and maintaining the offensive rather than waiting in a defensive position. He also eschewed direct frontal assaults, preferring turning movements to keep the enemy off balance, and believed that the disruption of enemy communication and supply lines was essential to success on the battlefield. He also believed that campaigns could be decided by one large set-piece battle. Finally, he advocated surprise whenever possible and the spirited pursuit of a vanquished enemy.

Jomini was certainly the most nuanced and exacting student of Napoleonic campaigns, and his work exerted a powerful force on military strategy and tactics well into the 19th century. Indeed, until the early 1830s, Jomini’s Treatise on Grand Military Operations was the only available text on strategy and tactics at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. The work influenced many military theorists and practitioners.
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Tredegar Iron Works

Foundry and rolling mill that produced the bulk of Confederate heavy artillery and armor plate as well as other iron-based manufactured goods during the Civil War. The Tredegar Iron Works was first established in 1833 by a group of Richmond businessmen led by Francis B. Deane. They enlisted the help of Rhys Davies, an engineer from Tredegar, South Wales, who designed and constructed the furnaces and rolling mills, which would later become the Tredegar and Belle Isle Works of Richmond.

The works was chartered in 1836 and merged with the Virginia Foundry Company in 1837 to become the largest foundry in the South and the third largest in the United States. Former U.S. Army officer Joseph R. Anderson took charge of the company in 1841, setting a precedent for using slave labor along with free workers to man the foundry. The Tredegar was the only major antebellum ironworks in the South capable of manufacturing the heaviest guns and railroad ties.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Tredegar Iron Works employed 900 men (about 100 were African American slaves). When Virginia seceded from the Union on April 17, 1861, Tredegar became the Confederacy’s most important facility for the manufacture of war materials, finding ready customers in the state governments of Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, and South Carolina. By the end of 1861, Tredegar had delivered 56 cannon: 35 heavy guns, 14 field guns, and 7 seacoast mortars. Along with various cannon, the company produced artillery projectiles, torpedoes (naval mines), rails, spikes, train axles, experimental submersible vessels, and armor plating for ironclads, including CSS Virginia. Naval guns designed by Confederate Navy officer John M. Brooke were among Tredegar’s most formidable weapons.
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The Tredegar Iron Works on the James River in Richmond, Virginia, in April 1865. The largest industrial facility in the South in 1861, the Tredegar produced the bulk of the heavy guns and armor plate for the Confederacy. (Library of Congress)

The foundry also operated nine canal boats, a sawmill, and a firebrick factory. Anderson also purchased coal mines to help ensure a ready supply of raw materials for his furnaces. To clothe his workforce, he built a tannery and shoe factory and smuggled cloth through the Union blockade. Anderson offered to sell or lease the ironworks to the Confederate government, but both the War and Navy Departments preferred signing long-term contracts. To meet the Confederacy’s needs, Tredegar operated 24 hours a day, although for almost a month in the late summer of 1861 the mill produced no cannon because of a shortage of pig iron.

Toward the end of the war, a combination of factors reduced Tredegar’s output, including a shortage of raw materials, low grain supplies required to feed the draft animals that moved the heavy ordnance, and the freezing over of the James River during the winter of 1864–1865.

It is estimated that Tredegar produced 50 percent of all Confederate cannon, some 1,100 pieces, in addition to the other items it manufactured. As the war dragged on and manpower became critical, Anderson came to rely increasingly on slave labor so that by 1864–1865 as much as half of his now 2,500-man workforce were slaves.

Union troops occupied Richmond in April 1865 but did not damage the factory. After steel gradually replaced iron, the Tredegar and Belle Isle Works of Richmond slowly scaled down and finally closed its operations in 1958.
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Trenholm, George Alfred

Birth Date: February 25, 1807

Death Date: December 9, 1876

Confederate financier and secretary of the treasury. George Alfred Trenholm was born on February 25, 1807, in Charleston, South Carolina. Leaving school at age 16, Trenholm went to work for Charleston’s leading cotton shipper, John Fraser & Company, and some 30 years later was the firm’s head and principal owner. Trenholm’s business interests ranged from steamships, railroads, banks, and hotels to plantations and cotton presses. By the eve of the Civil War, Trenholm was reputed to be the wealthiest man in the South. He served in the South Carolina legislature as a Democrat from 1852 to 1856 and was a strong supporter of secession.

Trenholm devoted his considerable financial skills and resources to supporting the Confederacy. At the beginning of the Civil War, he set up a foreign branch of his company in Liverpool, England, to act as a financial agent. Along with this, his fleet of close to 60 ships ran the Union blockade to Nassau in the Bahamas, where Trenholm shipped cotton, tobacco, and turpentine and imported coal, iron, salt, ammunition, and arms—including the first Enfield rifles (some 40,000 of them)—for the Confederate Army. It was estimated that in March 1863 alone, John Fraser & Company had earned $9 million in its blockade-running business.

Not only did Trenholm help ease Confederate supply problems, but he also took an active interest in the defense of Charleston. He served as a commissioner for the defense of the city beginning in 1862, and when a Union threat of invasion occurred in 1863, he helped to secure people to aid in the city defenses. Trenholm also served as an unofficial adviser to Christopher G. Memminger, Confederate secretary of the treasury. Following Memminger’s resignation on July 18, 1864, Trenholm replaced him and held the position of secretary of the treasury until the end of the war. Trenholm’s conservative financial policies were, however, too little too late, and he was no more successful than Memminger had been because no foreign governments or financial houses were willing to take a chance by investing in the Confederacy or granting it loans. Trenholm’s efforts to convert Southern staples such as cotton, rice, and tobacco into hard cash proved to be nearly impossible because of the effectiveness of the Union blockade late in the war.

At the end of the war, Trenholm fled Richmond with other members of the Confederate government. Captured and arrested, he was held at Fort Pulaski, Georgia, until October 1865, when he was released and returned to Charleston. Although bankrupt, Trenholm reorganized his cotton-brokerage firm and within three years was on his way to making another fortune. In 1874 he returned to the South Carolina legislature, serving there until his death on December 9, 1876, in Charleston.
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Trent Affair

Start Date: November 1861

End Date: January 1862

Diplomatic crisis between the United States and Great Britain. Captain Charles Wilkes of the screw frigate San Jacinto was searching for the Confederate commerce raider Sumter when he learned during the course of a port call at Havana, Cuba, on October 30, 1861, that the two newly appointed Confederate commissioners to Britain, James M. Mason and John Slidell, were scheduled to depart that place on November 7 in the British mail packet Trent. Anticipating that the British ship would use the Bahama Channel, Wilkes put to sea on November 2 and decided to intercept the British ship and seize the two men, taking the position that they qualified as contraband and thus were subject to seizure by a U.S. ship. On November 8, 1861, the San Jacinto caught up with the Trent and halted it. Wilkes then forcibly removed Mason and Slidell and sailed for Boston, where they were imprisoned at Fort Warren.

As Wilkes no doubt had hoped, much of the North lionized him for this action, but the British government saw it as a clear violation of international law and demanded the immediate release of the Confederate commissioners. Prime Minister Lord Palmerston threatened war if the incident was not resolved to London’s satisfaction, and to make the point, he ordered 8,000 British troops to Canada and instructed the Admiralty to prepare for war against the United States.
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The U.S. Navy screw frigate San Jacinto and British mail steamer Trent. On November 8, 1861, the San Jacinto stopped the Trent at sea and Captain Charles Wilkes ordered the removal from the British ship of two Confederate diplomats on their way to Europe. This action resulted in a diplomatic crisis known as the Trent Affair. (Library of Congress)

Cooler heads prevailed. In Britain, Benjamin Disraeli urged a “generous interpretation” of Wilkes’s action, and Prince Albert helped draft the note to Washington so as to allow the U.S. government a graceful escape. Lincoln was furious at Wilkes’s action and stressed the necessity of fighting only “one war at a time.” The president agreed that both Mason and Slidell would be released, and in January 1862 the two Confederate commissioners were quietly transferred to a British warship off the New England coast. While Lincoln disavowed Wilkes’s action, he issued no formal apology to the British, although Northern leaders could not resist pointing out to London the parallels between the event and Royal Navy impressment practices earlier in the century. Resolution of the crisis again revealed the commonsense approach of Lincoln, who had gone against Northern public opinion in order to maintain the diplomatic isolation of the Confederacy.
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Trent’s Reach, Battle of

Start Date: January 23, 1865

End Date: January 24, 1865

Naval engagement on the James River in Virginia. In January 1865, with the war nearly over, the commander of the Confederate James River Squadron, Flag Officer John K. Mitchell, pressed by Secretary of the Navy Stephen R. Mallory to take action, launched an assault down the James River in an effort to damage Union lieutenant general Ulysses S. Grant’s City Point supply base and then block the James below that point. Mitchell commanded 11 ships, including the three most powerful remaining Confederate ironclads: the Richmond, Fredericksburg, and Virginia II (flagship). Mitchell’s hopes were bolstered by the fact that Rear Admiral David D. Porter had withdrawn a number of Union warships for the Fort Fisher Campaign (December 13, 1864–January 15, 1865). The Confederates had also learned that recent heavy rains had washed out some of the obstructions at Trent’s Reach, placed in the river there by Union engineers to pen in the Confederate squadron.

Commander William A. Parker, left in command in the James by Porter, had in the river only one ironclad, the powerful double-turreted monitor Onondaga, armed with two XV-inch smoothbore Dahlgren and two 8-inch rifled Parrott guns, supported by eight wooden gunboats. However, Parker could, if necessary, call on additional ships from the blockading squadron 90 miles downstream at Hampton Roads.

The Confederate effort on the night of January 23 soon came to an inglorious end. The Virginia II, the Richmond, and the gunboat Drewry grounded while trying to pass river obstructions. Although the Fredericksburg and the gunboat Hampton made it through the obstructions (the ironclad sustaining a leak in the process), Mitchell ordered them to withdraw. With dawn finding the three grounded Confederate warships perfectly visible to and within easy range of the Union shore batteries, the Confederates abandoned the vulnerable wooden Drewry. Just after its crew had evacuated it, the Drewry blew up when a Union mortar shell penetrated its magazine and exploded. This blast, heard by Grant at City Point 18 miles distant, caused the Scorpion, which had also grounded, to drift downstream out of control, killing two men and washing overboard four others. That ship then fell into Union hands.

On the approach of the Confederate squadron, Parker had immediately withdrawn his ships downriver. Grant was furious at this action. Parker said later that he had done so to secure more room for the Onondaga to maneuver and to keep his ships safe from Confederate shore battery fire. When Parker returned the next morning with the Onondaga, the Confederate ships had already taken considerable punishment and sustained damage from the shore batteries. The Virginia II alone had been struck 70 times and had eight men wounded before it floated free. The Onondaga, positioned on the other side of the obstructions, then opened up with its XV-inch guns. The Virginia II sustained further damage from two direct hits from the Union ironclad before it could escape upriver. The Richmond also floated free and withdrew.

Despite the loss of two of his ships and the damage to the others, Mitchell ordered another attempt to pass the barrier on the night of January 24. Again moving into Trent’s Reach toward the barrier, the Confederate ships encountered what Mitchell described as a “brilliant Drummond Light” from the shore. It not only illuminated the Confederate ships but also blinded the pilots. Mitchell called off the attempt an hour after it had begun, and the Confederate ships again withdrew, this time to Chaffin’s Bluff.

The last clash of the war between ironclads was thus a Union victory; Grant’s supply line remained secure. There was, however, sufficient displeasure over what each side regarded as a lost opportunity that Parker and Mitchell were both removed from command.
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Trevilian Station, Battle of

Start Date: June 11, 1864

End Date: June 12, 1864

Large cavalry engagement during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). The Battle of Trevilian Station was the largest all-cavalry battle of the Civil War. In June 1864, Union lieutenant general Ulysses S. Grant implemented a three-pronged operation hoping to interdict Confederate logistics and skirt the Richmond earthworks. Major General David Hunter’s army was dispatched southward into the Shenandoah Valley to destroy Confederate rail lines and the supply base at Lynchburg. Meanwhile, Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s two cavalry divisions were to proceed northwest from Cold Harbor to destroy the Virginia Central Railroad and the James River Canal before joining with Hunter and finally reuniting with Grant in the vicinity of Richmond.

Leaving Cold Harbor on June 7, Sheridan’s 6,000 men rode along the North Anna River’s northern slope, crossed at Carpenter’s Ford, and advanced southward against the Virginia Central Railroad and Trevilian Station, beside the Gordonsville Road that led westward to the anticipated contact point with Hunter. However, Major General Wade Hampton, commander of the Army of Northern Virginia’s cavalry, learned of Sheridan’s approach and established a blocking position with two divisions, about 5,000 cavalrymen, between Sheridan and the Gordonsville Road.

On June 11, Sheridan ordered Brigadier General Alfred T. A. Torbert’s 1st Cavalry Division to advance toward Trevilian Station in two columns. Two brigades advanced southward along the Fredericksburg Road, while Brigadier General George A. Custer’s brigade proceeded down Nunn’s Creek Road and then westward on Gordonsville Road. Seesaw fighting on the Fredericksburg Road concluded with the Federals pressing Brigadier General Matthew C. Butler’s brigade of Hampton’s division back toward the railroad and Trevilian Station.

Meanwhile, Custer approached the station from the east but became trapped and surrounded by one of Hampton’s brigades to the west and two brigades of Major General Fitzhugh Lee’s division to the east. Deploying in a compact position, Custer repulsed seven Confederate assaults. Pursuant to Sheridan’s orders, Torbert renewed his advance. Custer was saved, and Hampton’s men retreated west of Trevilian Station, while Lee’s brigades withdrew to the east.

Sheridan gained a tactical success by forcing Hampton from the station and occupying the battleground. Sheridan likewise held a point midway between Lee and Hampton. Still, Sheridan’s strategic goal of destroying the railroad and joining Hunter had been frustrated.

The next day, Sheridan again attempted to drive toward Gordonsville Road. However, Hampton’s force established an L-shaped placement alongside Gordonsville Road. Manned by Butler’s brigade, it repulsed seven Union attacks at a spot called the Bloody Angle. Meanwhile, Hampton struck the Union right flank, broke the line, and forced Sheridan to disengage, ending the battle.

Sheridan now backtracked and withdrew to White House Landing, having failed to destroy the railway or disrupt the canal. The largest and bloodiest cavalry action of the Civil War cost the Federals 95 dead, 445 wounded, and 410 captured or unaccounted for. Confederate losses totaled 813, including 59 killed and 268 wounded.

RODNEY J. ROSS
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Trimble, Isaac Ridgeway

Birth Date: May 15, 1802

Death Date: January 2, 1888

Confederate officer. Isaac Ridgeway Trimble was born on May 15, 1802, in Culpeper County, Virginia. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1822 and served in the artillery. In 1832 he resigned his commission to enter the railroad industry as an engineer and over the years worked for several railroad companies. At the outbreak of the Civil War in April 1861, Trimble was among the Marylanders who burned numerous bridges north of Baltimore to prevent Union troops from reinforcing Washington. Escaping to Virginia, he was commissioned a colonel of state engineers in May 1861 and was assigned to the construction of defenses in Norfolk.

On August 9, 1861, Trimble was appointed a brigadier general in the Confederate Army and was assigned to a brigade in Brigadier General Richard Ewell’s division. Trimble served with distinction in Major General T. J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862). Trimble was severely wounded during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and did not return to service until May 1863, when he assumed command of the (Shenandoah) Valley District.

Trimble, promoted to major general on January 17, 1863, was General Robert E. Lee’s supernumerary general during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), making himself a nuisance at Lee’s headquarters as well as that of Ewell. On July 3, 1863, Trimble was assigned to lead the wounded Major General W. Dorsey Pender’s division during Pickett’s Charge. During the bloody assault, Trimble was wounded and subsequently lost the lower third of his left leg. Taken prisoner, he was exchanged in February 1865 but was unable to rejoin the army before its surrender. After the war Trimble worked as an engineer in Baltimore, where he died on January 2, 1888.
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Trumbull, Lyman

Birth Date: October 12, 1813

Death Date: June 25, 1896

Republican senator from Illinois. Lyman Trumbull was born on October 12, 1813, in Colchester, Connecticut. He taught school in Georgia from 1833 until he was admitted to the bar in 1836. In 1837 Trumbull moved to Belleville, Illinois, where he established a legal practice and embarked upon a remarkably successful and broad political career in state government. He was elected to the state legislature as a Democrat in 1840, served as Illinois secretary of state from 1841 to 1843, and was a justice of the Illinois Supreme Court from 1848 until elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1854. Trumbull never actually became a U.S. representative. Before the House convened, he was elected as a compromise candidate to the U.S. Senate, where he eventually served from 1855 to 1873.

In 1855 Trumbull joined the Republican Party and led the opposition to fellow Illinois senator Stephen A. Douglas’s popular sovereignty solution in Kansas. Trumbull instead favored congressional oversight for the territory. During the Civil War, he was a firm supporter of Abraham Lincoln’s policies. Although Trumbull often agreed with and supported Radical Republican Reconstruction legislation (he introduced the Civil Rights Act of 1866, helped to override a presidential veto, and helped draft the Thirteenth Amendment), he refused to support Republican efforts to remove President Andrew Johnson from office. Trumbull was one of only a few Republicans to vote against Johnson’s impeachment.

In 1872, Trumbull was one of the founders of the Liberal Republican Party. He campaigned vigorously for the doomed presidential candidacy of Horace Greeley, then returned to the practice of law in Chicago. Trumbull rejoined the Democratic Party in 1876 and served as one of Samuel J. Tilden’s advisers in the highly controversial presidential election of that year. Four years later, Trumbull was the unsuccessful Democratic candidate for governor of Illinois. He died in Chicago on June 25, 1896.

STEVEN G. O’BRIEN

See also

Congress, U.S.; Douglas, Stephen Arnold; Johnson, Andrew; Popular Sovereignty; Radical Republicans; Republican Party; Tilden, Samuel Jones

Further Reading

Krug, Mark M. Lyman Trumbull, Conservative Radical. New York: A. S. Barnes, 1965.

Roske, Ralph. His Own Counsel: The Life and Times of Lyman Trumbull. Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1980.

_______________________

Truth, Sojourner

Birth Date: ca. 1797

Death Date: November 26, 1883

African American abolitionist, women’s rights advocate, and noted orator. Sojourner Truth was born into slavery as Isabella Baumfree (or Bomefree) sometime around 1797 in Ulster County, New York. She spoke mostly Dutch as a child, as did many New York–area African American slaves of the era, and remained illiterate throughout her life. She was harshly treated as a slave and was forced to have five children with a man named Thomas Harvey. Following a moving religious experience, she escaped slavery and fled to Canada around 1826. Her freedom was made permanent when the State of New York abolished slavery in 1828, paving the way for her return to New York in 1829.
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Isabella Baumfree (or Bomefree) escaped slavery in the South and ultimately settled in New York, where, taking the name of Sojourner Truth, she became a well-known orator and abolitionist as well as an articulate spokesperson for women’s suffrage and women’s rights. (Library of Congress)

Baumfree went to New York City and joined a Methodist Pentecostal perfectionist commune and came under the influence of the prophet Matthias. She left when the commune collapsed in 1834, but by that time she had received another ecstatic religious vision in which the Holy Spirit told her that her name was to be Sojourner Truth, which meant that she was to sojourn (or travel) as an itinerant preacher and spread the truth of the gospel.

Truth’s travels brought her into contact with the leading forces of the abolitionist and women’s rights movements of the day. Truth, in spite of her illiteracy, became a powerful orator and a leading figure for these causes. Her famous “Ain’t I a Woman?” speech, delivered in 1851 at the Ohio Women’s Rights Convention, not only illustrated the strength of her simple oratory but also foretold why she would later break away from other women’s rights leaders such as Susan B. Anthony. Truth believed that there was no point in supporting black suffrage unless black women were also extended that right.

The start of the Civil War thrust Truth into the national consciousness. When war began in 1861, Truth fought for the inclusion of black men in the Union Army. She then organized the collection of supplies for black regiments. As a result of these efforts, Truth was received by President Abraham Lincoln at the White House in 1864 and appointed to the National Freedman’s Relief Association.

The Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863, caused a number of logistical problems for the U.S. capital during and after the Civil War, because thousands of slaves descended upon Washington believing that, once there, they would receive sanctuary. The federal government was not prepared for this, yet Truth’s organization and leadership skills, along with her work in the National Freedman’s Relief Association, helped to ease much of the hardships caused by food and housing shortages.

Truth also advocated resettling the recently freed slaves to a “Negro State” in the less-populated western areas of the United States. She even urged the government to provide land and transportation for African Americans. She believed that the 1879 Exodus to Kansas plan, which would have resettled former slaves in Kansas, was divinely ordained. Sojourner Truth died in Battle Creek, Michigan, on November 26, 1883.
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Tubman, Harriet

Birth Date: ca. 1820

Death Date: March 10, 1913

Noted abolitionist and women’s rights leader. Named Araminta Ross at her birth around 1820 in Bucktown, Maryland, Harriet Tubman was the daughter of two full-blooded African slaves. She used her mother’s name, Harriet, rather than the name her master had given her. Tubman began work as a household servant by the age of 6. Later her master hired her out, and she worked as a weaver, a maid, and a field hand. Several of her employers beat her, and when she was 12 years old she was struck in the head by a weight thrown by an overseer after she had stepped between him and the slave he was attempting to punish. As a result, she suffered from narcolepsy for the rest of her life. She eventually returned to work for her owner and married a free black man, John Tubman, in 1844.
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Harriet Tubman was hailed as “the Moses of her people” because of her courageous action in rescuing slaves fleeing the South via the Underground Railroad. (Library of Congress)

When her master died in 1849, Harriet Tubman realized that she would soon be sold, and she decided to escape. A sympathetic white neighbor gave her the location of a safe house along the Underground Railroad. With assistance, Tubman reached Philadelphia, where she met abolitionist leaders and decided to help more slaves reach freedom.

After two years working in Philadelphia, Tubman used her savings to finance her first trip to the South to liberate family members and other slaves. When Congress passed the Fugitive Slave Act in 1850, she moved her relatives to St. Catharines in Ontario, Canada, to prevent their reenslavement. She continued to journey to the South to free slaves, making a total of 19 forays between 1850 and 1860 and guiding an estimated 300 slaves, including her parents, to freedom. The trips were funded by donations from abolitionists and her own earnings.

Each journey was a hazardous venture. Tubman and the escaping slaves had to travel by night and evade pursuing slave owners. Slaveholders offered a $40,000 reward for her death or capture; however, her deep religious and antislavery convictions caused her to persist. She also lectured frequently on abolition and women’s rights.

By the start of the Civil War in 1861, Tubman and her parents were living in Auburn, New York. Massachusetts governor John Andrew asked her to aid the Union cause, and she accompanied Union troops to coastal South Carolina. There she acted as a scout and spy, obtaining information from slaves and relaying it to Union officers. She also cared for sick and wounded soldiers.

The federal government refused to compensate Tubman for her services until 1897, when she was awarded a monthly pension of $20. She returned home to find that her parents had lost their farm because of their inability to pay the mortgage. She continued to reside in Auburn and, following the death of her first husband, married Nelson Davis in 1869. She continued to work for women’s rights and founded a home to care for the town’s poor elderly blacks. Tubman died on March 10, 1913, in Auburn, New York.

JIM PIECUCH
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Tucker, John Randolph

Birth Date: January 31, 1812

Death Date: June 12, 1883

Confederate naval officer. Born in Alexandria, Virginia, on January 31, 1812, John Randolph Tucker received a warrant as a midshipman in the U.S. Navy on June 1, 1826. He was promoted to passed midshipman on June 10, 1833, and to lieutenant on December 20, 1837. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Tucker commanded the bomb brig Stromboli. He was promoted to commander on September 14, 1855. Tucker assumed command of the Pennsylvania, at one point the world’s most powerful warship and then a receiving ship at the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard. He next served as ordnance officer at the Norfolk Yard.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Tucker resigned from the U.S. Navy on April 18, 1861, and shortly thereafter was commissioned a commander in the Provisional Navy of Virginia. In June 1861, this rank transferred to the Confederate Navy. Tucker took command of the side-wheel steamer Patrick Henry in the James River Squadron. The Patrick Henry participated in skirmishes with U.S. Navy ships at Newport News, Virginia, in September 1861 and in the Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862). Tucker fought in the First Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 15, 1862) in Virginia, with crewmen from the Confederate ships Patrick Henry, Jamestown, and Virginia manning Confederate shore batteries.

Tucker remained ashore until July 1862, when he was assigned to command the newly completed ironclad ram Chicora at Charleston, South Carolina. On January 31, 1863, the Chicora and a second ironclad ram, the Palmetto State, attacked the wooden steamers of the U.S. Navy South Atlantic Blockading Squadron off Charleston Harbor. In the ensuing battle, the two Confederate ironclads inflicted considerable damage.

In March 1863, Tucker became flag officer of the Charleston Squadron. He commanded the Chicora and the Palmetto State when Union forces launched their unsuccessful naval assault against Fort Sumter on April 7, 1863. For the remainder of the war, Tucker utilized torpedoes (mines) and small spar torpedo–equipped David-class vessels to strike at the blockading force.

Tucker remained at Charleston until February 18, 1865, when Confederate forces abandoned the city. He then commanded Confederate shore batteries at Drewry’s Bluff, Virginia, until his unit surrendered at Saylor’s Creek, Virginia, on April 6, 1865.

Tucker went to Peru in June 1866 and served as a rear admiral in the Peruvian Navy until March 1867. He later led an expedition that charted the upper Amazon River. Tucker died in Petersburg, Virginia, on June 12, 1883.
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Tucker, William Feimster

Birth Date: May 9, 1827

Death Date: September 14, 1881

Confederate officer. Born in Iredell County, North Carolina, on May 9, 1827, William Feinster Tucker graduated from Emory and Henry College in Virginia in 1848. That same year Tucker moved to Houston, Mississippi. In 1855 he was elected probate judge of Chickasaw County. Tucker then studied law, was admitted to the bar, and became a practicing attorney by the beginning of the Civil War.

Tucker was commissioned a captain in the Mississippi Militia in January 1861 and a captain in the 11th Mississippi Infantry on May 13. His regiment formed part of Brigadier General Barnard E. Bee’s brigade in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Ordered to the western theater, Tucker’s company was absorbed into the 41st Mississippi Infantry, with Tucker promoted to colonel on May 8, 1862.

Tucker fought with distinction in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862), where he was wounded in the arm, as well as in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), and the Chattanooga Campaign (November–December 1863). His performance brought promotion to brigadier general, with date of rank of March 1, 1864.

Tucker took part in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) in command of a brigade in Major General Thomas C. Hindman’s division of Lieutenant General J. B. Hood’s corps in the Army of Tennessee. On May 14, Tucker was so badly wounded in the left arm at the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15) that he was not capable of further field command. In the last weeks of the war, he commanded the District of Southwest Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana. He was paroled at Jackson, Mississippi, on May 15, 1865.

After the war Tucker returned to Chickasaw County, Mississippi, where he resumed the practice of law. He was murdered in Okolona, Mississippi, on September 14, 1881, allegedly by two men hired by an individual against whom Tucker had a case pending for misappropriation of guardianship funds.
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Tullahoma Campaign

Start Date: June 23, 1863

End Date: July 3, 1863

Union operation to secure Chattanooga and the southern portions of central Tennessee. Following the bloody Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), the Confederates retreated approximately 15 miles southeast of Murfreesboro, onto the edge of the Highland Rim. Here, Confederate general Braxton Bragg hoped to defend the Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad by funneling any Union advance into several parallel passages along the rail line at Liberty Gap, which eased up onto the Highland Rim about 20 miles north of the army’s headquarters at Tullahoma. Scant and substandard supplies, internal command disputes, and low morale undermined this strategy, however.

Meanwhile, Union major general William Rosecrans, commanding the Army of the Cumberland, prepared his units for a renewed offensive by stockpiling supplies at Murfreesboro and creating a unique fighting unit. It featured mounted infantry that combined privately obtained Spencer repeating rifles and middle Tennessee’s abundance of horses. Known as the Lightning Brigade for its superior mobility and firepower, it was commanded by Colonel John Wilder.

Having cobbled together an impressive intelligence network throughout middle Tennessee, Rosecrans soon recognized Bragg’s vulnerabilities and was determined to outmaneuver Bragg rather than risk a direct assault against the Confederate defenses or a much longer indirect approach on Chattanooga via the junction of Tennessee River and the Mobile & Ohio Railroad at Decatur, Alabama. On June 24, 1863, Union forces led by Wilder’s Lightning Brigade struck east of Liberty Gap along the Manchester Pike at the sparsely defended Hoover’s Gap, sending the stunned Confederates into a panicked retreat and leaving Bragg’s right flank exposed.

Farther west, the assault on Liberty Gap encountered lighter than expected resistance, and Union troops secured it ahead of schedule. Confederate counterattacks the next day did little to alter the situation. Thus, Rosecrans’s well-coordinated offensive secured two strategic footholds on the Highland Rim with minimal casualties, although heavy and persistent rainfall hampered attempts to exploit the advantage. Rosecrans’s maneuvering had finally rendered Bragg’s position at Tullahoma untenable, and the Confederates evacuated middle Tennessee.

In little more than a week, Rosecrans had driven Bragg out of the region while incurring few casualties (560 killed, wounded, or missing). Bragg made no casualty report, but federal officials counted 1,634 Confederate prisoners. Yet, Union officials lamented the perceived missed opportunity to destroy Bragg’s army. Furthermore, concurrent actions at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and Vicksburg (July 4, 1863) overshadowed the Tullahoma Campaign’s brilliant success, leaving Rosecrans to lament that his achievements were overlooked because they were “not written in letters of blood.”

DEREK W. FRISBY
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Tupelo, Battle of

Start Date: July 14, 1864

End Date: July 15, 1864

Rare defeat for Confederate cavalry leader Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest. By July 1864, Forrest had emerged as a serious threat to Union communications and had defeated a Union incursion only a month before, at the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads (June 10, 1864) in northern Mississippi. Union western theater commander Major General William T. Sherman subsequently ordered Major General A. J. Smith to lead a new invasion of Mississippi to neutralize Forrest and keep him away from the railroad supply line supporting Sherman’s campaign against Atlanta.

Smith and a combined Union force of some 14,200 men departed LaGrange, Tennessee, on July 5 and moved south. In addition to blocking Forrest, Smith was ordered to destroy military supplies and apply pressure against Confederate troops in Lieutenant General Stephen D. Lee’s Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana.

Smith’s column worked its way across northern Mississippi, reaching Pontotoc on July 11. Forrest was then nearby in Okolona with 6,000 men, but Smith avoided Forrest’s attempt to lure him into a trap near Okolona, and Lee ordered Forrest not to attack until he could be reinforced.

Smith then turned toward the village of Tupelo and entrenched his men along the crest of a low ridge overlooking a creek near Harrisburg, Mississippi, on July 13. Lee, meanwhile, had arrived with 2,000 Confederate reinforcements. That evening the Confederates located the Union positions, and while Forrest wanted to launch limited hit-and-run attacks, Lee decided in favor of a full frontal assault the next morning.

The Confederates began their attack at approximately 7:00 a.m. on July 14. Lee struck first. One of his brigades attacked alone and was shredded by the Union defenders, who had clear fields of fire through light woods free of underbrush. Forrest was late in starting his own attack. As a result, the battle, which lasted for two and a half hours, featured a series of uncoordinated Confederate attacks that allowed the Federals to inflict severe losses. Most of Smith’s men were veterans and included a brigade of African American soldiers eager to avenge the losses at the Battle of Fort Pillow (April 12, 1864). Had Smith possessed adequate rations and supplies, he could have easily launched a catastrophic counterattack; instead, he decided to hold firm until his men could begin a withdrawal north. With Union ammunition also in low supply, the withdrawal began on the afternoon of July 15.

Including casualties sustained on the evening of July 13 when Forrest had conducted light probes of the Union positions, the Confederates suffered a total of 1,326 casualties (210 killed and 1,116 wounded). Smith’s force sustained 674 casualties (77 killed, 559 wounded, and 38 captured).

Forrest pursued and slammed into the Union rear guard that evening at Old Town Creek but again was repulsed. Forrest was hit in his right foot by a bullet during this engagement. Smith had failed to destroy Forrest’s force but had indeed diverted his attention from Sherman’s supply lines, allowing the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) to continue without interruption.
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Turchin, John Basil

Birth Date: January 30, 1822

Death Date: June 18, 1901

Union officer. John Basil Turchin was born Ivan Vasilyevich Turchaninov in the Don River Valley in Russia on January 30, 1822. Turchin graduated from the Imperial Military School in St. Petersburg in 1841 and the St. Petersburg Artillery School. He fought against the Hungarians during their 1848–1849 revolution and in the Crimean War (1856–1858), when he rose to colonel in the Imperial Guards on the staff of the czarevich and the future czar, Alexander II.

In 1856 Turchin immigrated to the United States, settling in Chicago and working as an engineer for the Illinois Central Railroad. With the beginning of the Civil War, on June 17, 1861, Turchin became colonel of the 19th Illinois Infantry Regiment, which he trained in European-style drill. The unit was noted for its discipline and attention to detail. Turchin led his men in operations in Missouri and Kentucky. In November 1861, Major General Don Carlos Buell gave Turchin command of the 8th Brigade, 3rd Division, Army of the Ohio.

On May 1, 1862, the 18th Ohio Infantry Regiment, under Turchin’s command, was forced to retreat from Athens, Alabama, by a Confederate cavalry force aided by about 100 of the town’s civilians. Turchin arrived the next day with the remainder of the 8th Brigade to find that the Confederate cavalry had departed. After occupying the town, he was reported to have told his men, “I shut my eyes for two hours. I see nothing.” What resulted was an absolute sack of the town. At least one confirmed rape occurred, and doubtless others went unreported. The incident underscored Turchin’s sincere belief that war should be total in nature and not subject only to battlefield engagements.

When Buell learned of Turchin’s actions, he ordered an investigation, which resulted in a court-martial. Not only did Turchin plead his innocence at his court-martial, but he also argued that Confederate civilians should have no legal standing in a Union court because they were not loyal to the Union. The court dismissed this argument out of hand, found Turchin guilty, and ordered him cashiered.

Promptly thereafter, Nadine Turchin, his wife, set out for Washington, D.C., where she met with President Abraham Lincoln to plead her husband’s case. Lincoln set the court-martial verdict aside, and John Turchin was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on July 17, 1862.

Returning to the war in March 1863, Turchin commanded a cavalry division before leading the 3rd Brigade, 4th Division, XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), for which he earned the nickname “The Russian Thunderbolt.” Later he commanded the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, XIV Corps, at Missionary Ridge (November 25) and remained in command until July 15, 1864. Suffering from continued ill health, Turchin resigned his commission on October 4, 1864.

After returning to Chicago, Turchin worked as a civil engineer and as the U.S. government solicitor of patents until 1872. He later speculated in real estate and helped to found a village of Polish immigrants in southern Illinois. In the 1890s he began to suffer from dementia and was institutionalized at the Southern Hospital for the Insane in Anna, Illinois. Turchin died there on June 18, 1901.
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Turchin, Nadine Lvova

Birth Date: November 26, 1826

Death Date: July 17, 1904

Russian-born nurse and noted diarist. Born in Russia on November 26, 1826, Nadine (Nedezhda) Lvova was the daughter of a colonel in the Russian Army. She was brought up in military camps, and as a member of the aristocracy she received a solid education. Her husband, Ivan Vasilyevich Turcheninov (known as John Basil Turchin in the United States), was a graduate of the military academy at St. Petersburg and a veteran of the Crimean War.

The couple immigrated to the United States in 1856, living briefly in Long Island and Philadelphia before settling in Mattoon, Illinois, where John Turchin found work as a topographical engineer for the Illinois Central Railroad.

In 1861 John Turchin received a commission as a colonel and command of the 19th Illinois Infantry. Nadine accompanied him on his campaigns in Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Alabama. One story holds that she commanded the regiment when John was ill. After her husband was court-martialed for sacking Athens, Alabama, she met with President Abraham Lincoln and not only got Colonel Turchin’s conviction vacated but also secured his promotion to brigadier general. In 1863 Nadine accompanied her husband when he commanded a cavalry division in the Army of the Cumberland. After she was designated a nurse, Nadine cared for the Union soldiers.

The only one of Nadine Turchin’s diaries that has been found begins on May 26, 1863, and ends on April 26, 1864. Written in French, it provides accounts of battles such as Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). It also conveys her thoughts about the war, her acquaintances, and the military. She often complained about the incompetence of Union commanders and their ignorance of military operations, implying that her husband’s military accomplishments were underappreciated. She also recorded her frustration at being dependent on commanders whom she saw as unqualified. At other times, she wrote of the boredom and monotony of military life. The diary is unique in that it is written by an educated immigrant woman with a military background. Despite her complaints in the diary, soldiers’ accounts lauded Nadine for her loyalty to the Union, her support of the soldiers, and her personal bravery.

After the war the Turchins settled in Radom, Illinois. Little is known of their life there. Nadine Turchin died in Radom on July 17, 1904.
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Turner, John Wesley

Birth Date: July 19, 1833

Death Date: April 8, 1899

Union officer. John Turner Wesley was born outside of Saratoga, New York, on July 19, 1833. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1851. Turner served in the West, in Florida, and on various garrison postings until August 1861, when he became a commissary and subsistence officer with the rank of captain.

Turner served in western Missouri and in the Department of Kansas before being sent to the Department of the South in the spring of 1862. His next assignment was the Department of the Gulf, where he was advanced to colonel on May 3, 1862. He thereafter served on the staffs of Major Generals Benjamin Butler and Nathaniel Banks until June 1863.

Turner was appointed chief of staff for the Department of the South on June 13, 1863, and on September 7 he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. While in the Department of the South, he also supervised Union artillery during operations against Charleston, South Carolina, in the summer of 1863, including the attack on Fort Wagner. Turner took charge of a division in X Corps in May 1864 and saw combat during the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864) and at the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864). He also participated in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and was brevetted for the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864).

In November 1864, Turner became chief of staff for the Army of the James. In the early months of 1865, he again held a division command, this time in XXIV Corps. In March 1865, he was brevetted brigadier and major general (regulars), having already earned the brevet to major general of volunteers. From June 1865 to April 1866, Turner commanded the District of Henrico, which included the former Confederate capital of Richmond. He mustered out of the volunteer army in September 1866 and resumed his work in the Commissary Department.

Turner resigned from the army in 1871 at the permanent rank of colonel and became a successful businessman in St. Louis. He also served on several corporate boards. Turner died in St. Louis on April 8, 1899.
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Turner, Nat

Birth Date: October 2, 1800

Death Date: November 11, 1831

African American slave and leader of the most violent slave insurrection in 19th-century America. Nat Turner was born in Southampton County, Virginia, on October 2, 1800. He learned to read as a child and then as a young man spent much of his time studying the Bible. This was in spite of the fact that laws existed at the time to prevent slaves from acquiring any sort of education. Deeply influenced by religion, Turner envisioned the deliverance of his people from slavery. To accomplish this mission, he became a slave preacher, exercising tremendous power among the local slaves.

Over a period of time, Turner managed to recruit more than 60 slaves and free blacks to participate in a planned slave revolt, which began on August 21, 1831. The revolt lasted two days and resulted in the killing of at least 57 whites, including the family of Turner’s owner, before white militia groups captured most of the insurrectionists. During the pursuit of Turner and his followers, angry whites attacked and killed innocent African Americans in retaliation for the revolt. Turner managed to escape capture for weeks, hiding in the swamps of the county, but he was eventually caught by a hunter on October 30, 1831.

In November, the local court prosecuted Turner and 17 of his followers, finding them guilty of insurrection and treason. All were sentenced to death by hanging. Turner was executed on November 11, 1831, in Jerusalem (present-day Courtland) in eastern Virginia. Before his execution, Turner related his confessions to a white slave-owning lawyer. Widely circulated as a pamphlet, The Confessions of Nat Turner outraged white Southerners. Professing himself a messenger of God, Turner had shown no remorse for his actions and had warned white Americans that slavery would destroy the nation.

Such remarks caused the debate over slavery to intensify as the North and South became further divided over the issue. Both black and white abolitionists denounced Turner but compared him to other leaders of national liberation movements.

For white Southerners, Nat Turner’s Rebellion was a shocking wake-up call. After the insurrection, laws were tightened to prevent slaves from escaping or planning rebellions, and slave owners kept a more wary eye on their human property.
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Tuttle, James Madison

Birth Date: September 24, 1823

Death Date: October 24, 1892

Union officer. James Madison Tuttle was born in Summerfield, Ohio, on September 24, 1823. As a young man, he moved to Farmington, Iowa. He then worked as a farmer and merchant from 1846 until 1855, when he was elected sheriff of Van Buren County. In 1857 he was elected county treasurer, and in 1859 he became recorder of deeds.

Commissioned lieutenant colonel of the 2nd Iowa Infantry on May 31, 1861, Tuttle was advanced to colonel of the 2nd Iowa on September 6. He fought in the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), where he was wounded by a shell. He then assumed command of the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, Army of the Tennessee, leading that unit in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). When 2nd Division commander Brigadier General William H. L. Wallace was wounded on the first day of fighting, Tuttle took temporary command of the division and led it in the heavy fighting at the so-called Hornet’s Nest.

Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on June 9, 1862, Tuttle then led in succession the 3rd Division of XV Corps and the 1st Division of XVI Corps, Army of the Tennessee, in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), distinguishing himself in the capture of Jackson, Mississippi, on May 14. Tuttle unsuccessfully sought to parlay his war record to be elected governor of Iowa while at the same time retaining his commission. After participation in Major General William T. Sherman’s Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864), on March 7 Tuttle took command of the post at Natchez, Mississippi.

At Natchez, Tuttle enriched himself on a vast scale through embezzlement of army accounts and extortion of the citizenry. He also ordered the arrest of citizens marginally suspected of Confederate sympathies and then ransomed them back to their families. When his myriad nefarious activities finally came to light, Major General Henry W. Slocum ordered his relief in late May, concurrent with a similar order from Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton on May 25. Tuttle hastily resigned his commission on June 14, 1864, and returned to Iowa. Major General Napoleon J. T. Dana subsequently carried out an investigation of Tuttle’s former command in July 1864 and recommended prosecution, but for unknown reasons this never occurred.

Postbellum, Tuttle served in the Iowa legislature for several years and then engaged in the real estate and meatpacking businesses. In 1877 he invested in mining in the Southwest. Tuttle suffered a stroke at one of his mine sites near Casa Grande in the Arizona Territory and died on October 24, 1892.
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Tweed, William Magear

Birth Date: April 3, 1823

Death Date: April 23, 1878

New York City politician and infamous chieftain of the Tammany Hall (Democratic Party) political machine that controlled the city from the 1850s into the early 1930s whose name has become synonymous with political graft and the spoils system. Born in the Lower East Side of Manhattan on April 3, 1823, William Magear Tweed (widely known later in life as “Boss” Tweed) grew up as a tradesman in the family business of chair and brush making. But bankruptcy and a passion for politics compelled him to seek new professional vistas. Angling for public office, Tweed cultivated neighbors through the International Order of Odd Fellows and the Masons. He spent a volatile tenure as a volunteer fire company chief, culminating in his expulsion after some of his men reportedly attacked a rival crew.
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William “Boss” Tweed was the head of the Tammany Hall (Democratic Party) political machine that employed graft and the spoils system to control New York City from the 1850s into the early 1930s. (National Archives)

Tweed entered the maelstrom of New York City politics without ties to the Democratic Party or its powerful and corrupt Tammany Society. Largely on the strength of his charisma and stage presence, he was selected as a Democratic candidate for an unsuccessful run for assistant alderman in 1850. The following year, he secured an alderman’s seat just as the New York Times, the subsequent bane of his political existence, began operation. Amid the internecine warfare of New York City Democrats, Tweed ingratiated himself with Tammanyites. This political society routinely engaged in electoral fraud and graft, charges that would rightfully dog Tweed for the remainder of his life. Yet opponents both within and beyond the Democratic Party engaged in similar practices.

In 1852 Tweed won election to the U.S. House of Representatives, only to serve a single uninspiring term and return home to lose the race for his old alderman seat. Remaining active in the Tammany hierarchy as the growing political force took the mayor’s office for the first time in 1854, Tweed was elected to the city’s Board of Education two years later. Having evolved into a significant player in municipal politics, it took an opportunity presented by the Civil War to cement Tweed’s rise to prominence.

When the New York City Draft Riots of 1863 convulsed the city and threatened to destabilize the Union war effort, Tweed helped convince Secretary of War Edwin Stanton to allow Tammany Hall to conduct the lottery system for army conscripts. Aware that the draft’s inherent class bias worked against the city’s many impoverished Irishmen who supported the Democrats, Tweed risked much by promoting calm in the streets. The resulting stability paid off handsomely, as he was elected leader of Tammany in August 1863. Although belonging to the opposition party and engaged in war profiteering, Tweed had delivered for the Abraham Lincoln administration at a most critical moment. Tweed and his closest lieutenants, Oakley Hall, Richard Connolly, and Peter Sweeney, were now poised to preside over some of the most naked corruption in U.S. political history.

Tweed soon became the de facto ruler of New York, with his tendrils extending into all institutions of state and city politics. Operating somewhat independently from Tammany Hall, the so-called Tweed Ring bilked funds from the city treasury that ran well into the millions. Tweed soon managed a vast network dealing in a variety of kickback schemes while dispensing political patronage and charity to maintain his political base.

By 1871 Tweed had amassed a collection of enemies within the Democratic Party that would become his undoing. Information was supplied to state authorities by Democratic operatives that generated indictments of Tweed and his many associates for defrauding New York City. Tweed was stripped of the leadership of Tammany Hall and stood trial in 1873. Ultimately he was convicted on 51 counts for myriad financial misdemeanors and sentenced to 12 years in prison.

After an escape from custody in 1874, Tweed was reincarcerated and in 1877 confessed to his crimes in exchange for his freedom. However, he was kept in jail for nonpayment of a civil judgment rendered against him. Tweed died in a New York City jail on April 23, 1878.
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12th New Jersey Infantry Regiment

Union infantry regiment in the Army of the Potomac. The 12th New Jersey Infantry Regiment was composed entirely of men from the counties south of Trenton, New Jersey. During the summer of 1862, the regiment formed and trained at Camp Stockton in Woodbury, New Jersey. It was mustered into federal service on September 4, 1862, with 992 men.

The 12th New Jersey joined the Army of the Potomac in mid-December 1862 and was assigned to II Corps. The regiment saw its first action at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where it suffered heavy casualties. During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), the 12th New Jersey occupied a position on Cemetery Hill near the Bryan farmhouse and participated in the repulse of Pickett’s Charge on July 3, 1863, capturing some 500 Confederate soldiers and two flags.

The regiment subsequently participated in the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and suffered heavy losses, fielding fewer than 100 men after the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). After Petersburg was evacuated by the Confederates, the 12th New Jersey pursued General Robert E. Lee’s army westward until the surrender of the Confederate army at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865. The 12th New Jersey marched in the Grand Review on May 23, 1865, in Washington, D.C., and was mustered out of service on July 15, 1865. In all, 276 regimental officers and enlisted men from the regiment died from all causes during the war.
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20th Maine Infantry Regiment

Federal infantry regiment. The 20th Maine Infantry Regiment was recruited during the summer of 1862 in Portland, Maine, and mustered into the 1st Division, V Corps, Army of the Potomac, on August 29, 1862. The 20th Maine’s first commander was Colonel Adelbert Ames; subsequent commanders included Colonels Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, Charles Gilmore, and Ellis Spear. The 20th Maine was held in reserve during the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). The regiment saw limited action at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), but because of a smallpox outbreak, the regiment was quarantined during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), where it helped defend a telegraph line.

The 20th Maine was most conspicuous during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On July 2, Colonel Chamberlain was ordered to secure a position on Little Round Top, a strategic vantage point on the extreme left on the Union line. He had been ordered to “hold that ground at all hazards,” lest the Confederates outflank the entire Union line. Just as the 360 men of the 20th Maine took up position, they came under withering fire from the 644 riflemen of Colonel William C. Oates’s 15th Alabama Infantry Regiment, part of an Alabama brigade under Brigadier General Evander M. Law. Chamberlain held his position, but after almost two hours of constant fighting and having extended his line as far to the left as he could, the regiment was running low on ammunition. With the Confederates forming for another attempt to take the Union position, Chamberlain was faced with either retreat or attack. He ordered his men to fix bayonets and charge down the hill, using the right of his line as a pivot point and sweeping up the Confederate flank. This surprising action sent the Confederates into retreat. The 20th Maine lost at least 125 men killed or wounded on July 2, but its valiant stand helped to save the day and quite possibly the battle in one of the most memorable events of the entire war.

The 20th Maine saw action in various campaigns in Virginia during 1864–1865, including the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). The unit was one of the regiments chosen to accept the Confederate surrender on April 9, 1865. The 20th Maine suffered nearly 300 killed in the war and mustered out in the summer of 1865.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Ames, Adelbert; Chamberlain, Joshua Lawrence; Fredericksburg, First Battle of; Gettysburg, Battle of; Overland Campaign; Petersburg Campaign

Further Reading

Coddington, Edwin B. The Gettysburg Campaign: A Study in Command. New York: Scribner, 1984.

Desjardin, Thomas A. Stand Firm Ye Boys from Maine: The 20th Maine and the Gettysburg Campaign. Gettysburg, PA: Thomas Publications, 1995.

Pullen, John J. The Twentieth Maine: A Volunteer Regiment in the Civil War. Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1957.

_______________________

Twenty-Negro Law

Part of the Conscription Act enacted by the Confederate Congress on April 16, 1862. The Twenty-Negro Law exempted from military conscription the overseer or owner of a plantation that employed 20 or more African American slaves. The statute came to be called the Twenty-Negro Law and was quite controversial. The law did not, however, apply to every Confederate state. It was in effect only in those states that mandated that an adult white male be present at all times on a plantation. The exemption was meant to provide for a civilian police force during the war and was designed to prevent slave uprisings.

Many Southerners were upset with the Twenty-Negro Law, claiming that it showed partiality toward the planter class, especially its upper echelons. Indeed, Confederate lawmakers were compelled to change the exemption twice before the end of the war. Their actions were based partly on manpower needs but were also meant to stifle criticism of the law.

In May 1863 when a serious shortage of manpower had manifested itself, the Twenty-Negro Law was modified. The new statute required the payment of $500 for any exemption and sworn affidavits from at least two witnesses who could verify that an overseer seeking exemption had been employed in that position prior to April 16, 1862.

In February 1864 Southern lawmakers again modified the exemption rule, making it more difficult for a plantation owner or overseer to receive a conscription exemption. To receive an exemption, an owner or overseer had to deliver to the Confederate government a predetermined quantity of fresh meat and any surplus agricultural produce at a government-determined price, usually much lower than the free-market price. Some plantation owners complained, and in an attempt to mollify them, the Confederate government reduced the required number of slaves on a plantation from 20 to 15.

Still, rank-and-file Southerners were displeased with such exemptions, which fed into the popular sentiment that the conflict was a rich man’s war and a poor man’s fight. In reality, relatively few plantation owners or overseers sought draft exemptions based on the Twenty-Negro Law. Those who did, however, captured much attention. Some historians have argued that the South might have been better served had more owners and overseers stayed away from the front lines to ensure and protect vital food supplies. The Confederate Congress seemed to realize this in its reduction of the required number of slaves for exemption in February 1864, but by then it was for all intents and purposes too late.
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Twiggs, David Emanuel

Birth Date: 1790

Death Date: July 15, 1862

Confederate officer. David Emanuel Twiggs was born in Richmond County, Georgia, in 1790 (the precise date is not known), the son of Georgia Revolutionary War hero General John Twiggs. During his youth, the younger Twiggs attended Franklin College (University of Georgia) and studied law with an Augusta, Georgia, attorney. In March 1812 Twiggs secured a commission as a captain in the U.S. Army and served during the War of 1812 in garrison and recruiting duty. During the Creek War (1813–1814), he served in the Mississippi Territory. Promoted to major in September 1814, he was mustered out of service in June 1815.

In December 1815, Twiggs was recommmissioned as a captain in the 7th Infantry regiment. During the First Seminole War (1817–1818) he served along the Georgia-Florida border and was present during the capture of Pensacola in May 1818. In 1825 he was promoted to major and assigned to the Michigan Territory. From 1828 until 1831 he commanded Fort Winnebago in present-day Wisconsin.

Twiggs was assigned to command troops guarding the Augusta Arsenal during the Nullification Crisis of 1832–1833; he then moved to garrison duty at New Orleans. When Congress authorized a new dragoon regiment, Twiggs was promoted to colonel of the 2nd Regiment of Dragoons at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, in June 1836. In 1837 he led the regiment on a 1,200-mile march to Florida, where it took part in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) for the next four years. In 1845 Twiggs was assigned to Brigadier General Zachary Taylor’s Army of Observation in Texas. During the campaign in northern Mexico in 1846, Twiggs played major roles in the Battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, for which he was brevetted brigadier general. Twiggs was then military governor of Matamoros. During the Battle of Monterrey in September 1846, Twiggs commanded one of the divisions but spent the battle ill in his tent. He was rewarded again with a brevet to major general and along with his division joined Major General Winfield Scott’s army in February 1847 for the landing at Veracruz and the subsequent Mexico City Campaign.

From 1854 to 1857, Twiggs commanded the Department of the West but was often absent due to illness and family problems. In May 1857 he assumed command of the Department of Texas and became embroiled in a dispute with Secretary of War John Floyd over the experimental use of camels as pack animals. This led to accusations of insubordination and a subsequent court-martial in 1858, when Twiggs was found guilty and reprimanded by President James Buchanan.

When Abraham Lincoln won the presidency in 1860, Twiggs openly sympathized with the Southern cause and asked to be relieved of command. In the absence of such orders from Washington, Twiggs surrendered his command to Texas secessionist forces under Colonel Benjamin McCulloch on February 18, 1861. As a result, Buchanan dismissed Twiggs for “treachery to the flag of his country.”

Twiggs was hailed as a hero by the Confederacy and received a commission as a major general from President Jefferson Davis on May 22, 1861. Given command of the District of Louisiana, Twiggs’s age and ailments interfered with his duty. In October 1861 he was removed from command and retired near New Orleans. In April 1862 the Union Army captured New Orleans, and Twiggs fled to Augusta, Georgia, where he died on July 15, 1862.
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Tyler, John

Birth Date: March 29, 1790

Death Date: January 18, 1862

President of the United States (1841–1845). John Tyler was born in Charles City County, Virginia, to a prominent family on March 29, 1790. He became interested in politics at a very early age, attended the College of William and Mary, studied law, and began a long political career.

From 1811 to 1845, Tyler served as a member of the Virginia House of Delegates, the U.S. House of Representatives, the U.S. Senate, governor of Virginia, vice president, and U.S. president. A long-standing Democratic Republican, Tyler nevertheless ran for the vice presidency in 1840 as a Whig, with retired major general William Henry Harrison heading the ticket.

In April 1841, Tyler became the first vice president to directly gain the presidency when Harrison died in office of pneumonia after having served for only one month. While Tyler regarded himself as the rightful president endowed with all of the powers of the office, many opponents disagreed. Many viewed him as an illegitimate or “accidental” president. Tyler’s actions frustrated even members of his own party. Compounding his problems, Tyler became a president without a party when the Whigs abandoned him because of disagreements over domestic policy. Consequently, Tyler did not accomplish much in the domestic arena, and any hopes of election to the presidency in his own right were dashed.
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John Tyler of Virginia was president of the United States during 1841–1845. In February 1861, Tyler led the Washington Peace Convention, which tried without success to resolve the conflict between the North and the South. When this failed, he threw his support behind the Southern cause and was a member of the Provisional Confederate Congress. (Library of Congress)

Instead, Tyler’s greatest successes came in foreign affairs. He approved the 1841 Pre-Emption Act, which facilitated western frontier settlement, and he was instrumental in the passage of the 1842 Webster-Ashburton Treaty, which ended the U.S.-Canadian dispute over Maine’s boundary. In what was perhaps his most influential accomplishment, he led the successful push for the annexation of Texas, which at the time was an independent republic formed in 1836. This, of course, rekindled the slavery issue and threatened the delicate balance between free and slave states. Tyler’s push for Texas annexation was also a major catalyst for the Mexican-American War.

After leaving office in March 1845, Tyler retired from political life and settled on his plantation along the James River in Charles City County, Virginia. In February 1861 he served as the leader of the Washington Peace Convention, which tried unsuccessfully to resolve the conflict between the North and the South and avoid armed conflict. When peace efforts failed, however, Tyler, an ardent advocate of states’ rights, threw his support behind the Southern cause and was elected to the Provisional Confederate Congress. Tyler was subsequently elected to the Confederate House of Representatives, but he died on January 18, 1862, in Richmond, Virginia, before he could take office.
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Tyler, Robert Charles

Birth Date: ca. 1832

Death Date: April 16, 1865

Confederate officer. Robert Charles Tyler was born in 1832 or 1833; some sources claim that he was born in Baltimore, Maryland, while others claim that he was born in Tennessee, perhaps in Jonesborough. Little is known of Tyler’s early years, as he was a drifter and a soldier of fortune. In 1856 he joined William Walker’s ill-fated filibustering expedition to Nicaragua. After that, Tyler was employed first in Baltimore and then in Memphis.

On April 18, 1861, Tyler enlisted as a private in Company D, 15th Tennessee Infantry Regiment. By the time he was engaged in the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861), where he took temporary command of his regiment, he had risen to captain. A month later he was advanced to lieutenant colonel, still holding regimental command. He saw action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he was severely wounded. The next month, he was elected colonel of his regiment. During the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862), he was provost marshal for General Braxton Bragg. Tyler performed effective service in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862) and was later detailed to the Confederate garrison at Tullahoma, Tennessee.

In the summer of 1863, Tyler received command of a new regiment encompassing portions of the 37th and 15th Tennessee Infantry Regiments. He next saw combat in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and then took charge of a brigade, which he led during the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). He sustained a serious wound there that resulted in the loss of a leg. After a lengthy recuperation, Tyler was advanced to brigadier general to date from February 23, 1864, and received command of the garrison at West Point, Georgia. Tyler was shot and killed in the early afternoon on April 16, 1865, while he was rallying his men at West Point’s Fort Tyler during a Union assault.
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Tyler, Robert Ogden

Birth Date: December 22, 1831

Death Date: December 1, 1874

Union officer. Robert Ogden Tyler was born in Hunter, New York, on December 22, 1831, but moved to Hartford, Connecticut, when he was seven years old. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1853 and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 3rd U.S. Artillery. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1856, he was advanced to captain following the start of the Civil War. In September 1861, he entered the volunteer service when he was appointed colonel of the 4th Connecticut Infantry Regiment. Tyler trained his soldiers as artillerymen, however, and in January 1862 they were redesignated as the 1st Connecticut Heavy Artillery. The regiment served in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862).

On November 29, 1862, Tyler was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and given command of the artillery of the Center Grand Division of the Army of the Potomac. He subsequently participated in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). When the Army of the Potomac was reorganized, Tyler was assigned to command the artillery reserve. He managed the artillery skillfully during the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and performed a less central role at the Battle of Bristoe Station (October 14, 1863) and during the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). During the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Tyler commanded a brigade of infantry that consisted of former heavy artillery regiments. He led his brigade at the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) and also at the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), where he was severely wounded, keeping him from further field duty. In March 1865 Tyler was brevetted through major general in the regular army, having already been awarded the brevet to major general of volunteers.

Following the war, Tyler became a lieutenant colonel in the regular army, serving as deputy quartermaster general. His wartime wound caused ongoing health problems, however, and necessitated frequent leaves of absence. Tyler died on December 1, 1874, in Boston.

ROBERT P. BROADWATER
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Ullmann, Daniel

Birth Date: April 28, 1810

Death Date: September 20, 1892

Union officer. Born in Wilmington, Delaware, on April 28, 1810, Daniel Ullman graduated from Yale University in 1829 and then practiced law in New York City. Ullmann later waged unsuccessful campaigns for New York attorney general and governor, the latter on the Know-Nothing ticket in 1854. On April 28, 1862, he was appointed colonel and took command of the 78th New York Infantry Regiment. Captured on August 22 at Little Washington, Virginia, he was exchanged in October. Ullmann suggested the enlistment of black troops to President Abraham Lincoln in the wake of the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation that September. Ullmann believed that arming African Americans would most directly destroy the rebellion and could prepare blacks for freedom. Lincoln’s political instincts led him to shy away from the idea initially. However, on January 13, 1863, Ullmann received a commission as a brigadier general of volunteers and orders to recruit a brigade of black soldiers in Louisiana.

Ullmann arrived in New Orleans, but his efforts soon encountered both racial prejudice and professional jealousy. Few officers in the Department of the Gulf were sympathetic to his endeavor of uplifting blacks, especially after Ullmann had recommended commissioning black officers. Whites despised his recruiting efforts on their plantations, which disrupted the newly restored cotton economy in the region. Meanwhile, the department’s commander, Major General Nathaniel P. Banks, not only saw a rival in Ullmann but also believed him to be a threat to Banks’s cultivation of white loyalty to the Union.

Reading the political winds, Banks used War Department instructions that he assist Ullmann as a way to subordinate him. By organizing the Corps d’Afrique, Banks directed all future black enlistment in the Gulf region. He thus absorbed Ullmann’s brigade and isolated him through garrison command first at Port Hudson and then at Morganza until February 26, 1865, at which time Ullman was relieved. Ullmann was brevetted major general of volunteers and discharged from the service in August 1865. He spent the postwar years in retirement and died on September 20, 1892, at Nyack, New York.
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Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Highly influential antislavery novel. New Englander Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin was first serialized in the National Era, a Washington, D.C., newspaper, between June 5, 1851, and April 1, 1852.

The novel drew on the familiar genre of the slave narrative cast in a fictional tale with regional types and racy slang. It was an antislavery tract with a rather sentimental plot that provoked strong attitudes, both positive and negative, regarding the slavery question and had propaganda value to both sides in the long-running controversy. The novel was heavily attacked by Southerners who argued that Stowe distorted plantation life, but President Abraham Lincoln allegedly referred to her as “the little woman who wrote the book that started this great war” when she visited the White House in 1862.

Stowe had no direct experience with plantation life, although she did spend time visiting several plantations in Kentucky. Her book was strongly influenced by Lydia Child’s An Appeal in Favor of That Class of Americans Called Africans (1833) and Theodore Weld’s classic work, American Slavery as It Is (1839), which attacked the atrocities of the slave system. In its first year of publication (1851), Uncle Tom’s Cabin sold more than 300,000 copies. The story introduced characters such as Tom, George, Eliza, Topsy, “the angelic little Eva,” and the malignant slave master, Simon Legree. As a response to her critics, Stowe published A Key to Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1853), which offered documentation of the events and practices about which she wrote.
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Title page of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, by Harriet Beecher Stowe. This highly influential book emphasized the cruelty of slavery in the American South and had the effect of increasing sectional tensions. (Library of Congress)
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Underground Railroad

Organized system of surreptitious routes, safe houses, and halfway houses designed covertly to move African Americans slaves in the South to freedom in the North. Possibly nothing emphasized as dramatically the determination of abolitionists to destroy the institution of slavery or intensified the growing conflict between North and South as did the Underground Railroad. Slaves who ran away had been a problem for slaveholders since the earliest days of slavery. But when free blacks and whites in the North, fired with a fanatical zeal, undertook a systematic effort to wreak havoc on and destroy slavery, it put the greatest strain on relations between the Northern and Southern states.

The Underground Railroad dates to the 18th century. By the end of the American Revolutionary War (1775–1783), there were indications that an organized resistance to slavery was taking shape. George Washington complained that a runaway slave had traveled from Alexandria to Philadelphia with the assistance of a group of Quakers “formed for such purposes.” Within a few years, runaway slaves were being helped in a number of Pennsylvania and New Jersey towns, and these antislavery operations gradually expanded.

The Underground Railroad was “incorporated” in Columbia, Pennsylvania, in 1804, when the people of that community supported a woman who had been sheltering a fugitive slave woman whom she refused to return to her owner. The people of Columbia resolved to champion the cause of runaway slaves. Similar sentiments were being expressed in Ohio by 1815. By 1819, underground methods were being utilized to smuggle slaves out of North Carolina. Even before abolitionism developed its confrontational nature, the Underground Railroad had become a widespread institution.

The term “Underground Railroad” likely came into existence after 1831, when steam railroads became popular. There are a number of versions as to how the movement came by its name. The most popular involved the flight of a Kentucky slave named Tice Davids in 1831. Davids successfully crossed the Ohio River and seemed to disappear, leading his perplexed owner to declare that the fugitive slave “must have gone off on an underground road.” This was entirely possible, for by then there were many so-called underground roads along the Ohio River, each with its own station, conductors, and means of transporting runaway slaves northward. By 1831, the Underground Railroad was operating in flagrant defiance of federal fugitive slave laws.

In the early days of the movement, most fugitive slaves were men who traveled on foot. But as the traffic increased and began to include women and children, conductors began to provide escorts and vehicles. Some of the vehicles were specially rigged wagons that had hidden compartments in which to conceal fugitive slaves. In some cases, such as that of a runaway slave named Henry “Box” Brown, slaves were actually put in boxes and shipped as freight from one location to another by rail or boat. Brown was shipped from Richmond to Philadelphia by the Adams Express Company.

Fugitive slaves usually traveled by night, guided by the North Star or following the tributaries of rivers, such as the Ohio, or mountain chains. Stations were relatively close together, usually no more than 10 to 20 miles apart so that fugitives could rest, eat, and prepare for the next stage of their journey the following night. During the day, runaways were concealed in barns, attics, and other out-of-the-way places, while word was passed on the so-called grapevine telegraph that fugitives were on their way.

All Underground Railroad lines led north. They usually began on various plantations in the South and ran vaguely (and dangerously) up rivers and valleys and across mountains to some point on the Ohio River or the upper Mississippi River or to locations in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Once fugitives reached the North, the route became clearer, although still dangerous, as planters, traders, and sheriffs pursued runaways relentlessly and often resorted to force to apprehend them.
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Slaves escaping the South by means of the Underground Railroad. An informal network of abolitionists, it guided fugitive slaves to safety across the Canadian border or into free states in the North during the years prior to the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

Money was always an issue. Fugitives required food and clothing, and there might be unexpected expenses, such as a train or boat fare. Philanthropists contributed to the effort, as did conductors and other officials of the Underground Railroad. Quakers and other groups, such as the so-called vigilance committees in New York and Philadelphia, helped to raise money to carry on the network. Harriet Tubman, herself a fugitive slave and one of the greatest of the conductors, would work for several months as a domestic servant whenever she was short of funds for conveying runaway slaves to freedom.

There seemed to be no shortage of conductors to help fugitive slaves along their trek to freedom. Some 3,200 conductors have been identified, and it is likely that there were many others. Among the outstanding conductors was Levi Coffin, sometimes referred to as the president of the Underground Railroad. Reportedly, he aided more than 3,000 fugitive slaves in their escapes. John Fairfield was one of the most daring conductors. A Virginian born into a slaveholding family, Fairfield traveled through the South posing as a slaveholder or slave trader in order to organize slave escape attempts until his death in 1860. Prominent black conductors included Jane Lewis, John Parker, and the general superintendent of the Underground Railroad in northwestern Ohio, Elijah Anderson, who assisted more than 1,000 fugitive slaves over a seven-year period from 1850 until his death in 1857.

Perhaps the most outstanding conductor was Tubman, who was illiterate and suffered from health problems. Not only did she herself escape from bondage, but she assisted her sister, her two children, and her elderly parents. Tubman is said to have made 19 trips to the South and to have freed more than 300 slaves. She demonstrated a good deal of ingenuity on these expeditions, organizing escapes to begin on Saturday nights so that the runaways would be well on their way before newspaper advertisements could be printed about the escapes on the following Monday. Following passage of the Fugitive Slave Act in 1850, Tubman began escorting her charges all the way to Canada, stating that she could no longer trust Uncle Sam with her people.

The very nature of the Underground Railroad prevents any accurate estimate of the number of slaves who escaped with its assistance. Some estimates suggest that as many as 100,000 slaves, valued at more than $30 million, escaped the South between 1810 and 1850. Although this number is greater than the census figures given for the number of blacks in the North who were born in slaveholding states, some scholars believe that it is accurate and that as many as 40,000 slaves may have passed through Ohio alone.

The Underground Railroad certainly intensified the resentment felt by most white Southerners regarding outside attempts to interfere with their institution of slavery. What is not often realized is that the Underground Railroad also operated in the South. Not only did Northern whites participate in the management of the Underground Railroad, but Southern blacks and whites were among its most valuable conductors, and all of the passengers were blacks desperate to escape the peculiar institution of slavery in the South.
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Underwood, Adin Ballou

Birth Date: May 19, 1828

Death Date: January 28, 1888

Union officer. Adin Ballou Underwood was born on May 19, 1828, in Milford, Massachusetts. Educated at Brown University and Harvard Law School, he passed the bar in 1853 and commenced a legal practice in Boston. When the Civil War began, Underwood helped recruit an infantry regiment and was soon commissioned a captain in the 2nd Massachusetts Infantry. He saw little action until Confederate major general T. J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), during which the 2nd Massachusetts fought under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks. In August 1862, Underwood was appointed lieutenant colonel of the 33rd Massachusetts Infantry in the Army of the Potomac and saw combat at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

In April 1863, Underwood was advanced to colonel of the 33rd Massachusetts. His regiment was in the ill-fated XI Corps at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and was also roughly handled during the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where he was conspicuous during the first day of fighting. That autumn his regiment was sent to Tennessee, where it participated in the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November). During the Battle of Wauhatchie (October 28–29, 1863), Underwood was gravely wounded by small arms fire. The incident left him unable to continue in active military service, and it took him many months to recover. He was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on November 19, 1863, to date from November 6, and brevetted major general in March 1865.

Underwood returned to Boston in 1865, where he sporadically practiced law and also served as surveyor of the Port of Boston. He died on January 28, 1888, in Newton, Massachusetts.
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Uniforms, Confederate Army and Navy

An immediate order of business for the fledgling Confederacy was the design and manufacture of military uniforms. In June 1861, the Confederacy adopted Article 47 of the Regulations for the Army of the Confederate States, which contained what were intended to be basic standards for the uniforms of all soldiers. Nicola Marchall, a Prussian by birth, likely designed the standard uniform, which was based on mid-1800 Austrian and French officers’ clothing and civilian frock and sack coats. Marchall proposed full-cut trousers in a sky blue color and a double-breasted thigh-length frock coat for both officers and enlisted men. The uniform coat was a medium gray with a bluish cast, commonly called cadet gray. Unlike the Union uniform, Confederate officer insignia was to be worn on the collar, with button arrangements and sleeve braiding to distinguish the various grades of general officer; a single collar insignia—three stars framed by an oak leaf wreath—represented all general officers.
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Confederate Army private Walter Miles Parker of the 1st Florida Cavalry. (Library of Congress)

Under the Marchall design, different colors of the jacket facings, collar, cuffs, and trouser striping identified the various branches of the Confederate military, with blue for infantry, red for artillery, and yellow for cavalry. Rank of the wearer was designated by the width of the trouser stripe, and the Article 47 regulations specified the type and proper location of buttons, braids, knots, spurs, gloves, and other accessories. Brass belt buckles with embossed “CS” or “CSA” were standard on all uniforms. Forage hats were gray with a color-coded band to identify the branch of service, while overcoats were based on a U.S. Army design and were cadet gray. The Marchall design proved impractical and difficult to obtain, however, particularly as wartime conditions took hold in the South.

Distribution of uniforms in the Confederate Army at the start of the war was based on General Order 9, enacted in early June 1861. The order required each of the 6,000 members of the Confederate Regular Army to provide his own Article 47–compliant uniforms, for which the government provided a reimbursement of $50 per year. Ignored by General Order 9 were the 100,000 volunteers assigned to the Confederate Provisional Army, who were expected to acquire uniforms from their home states. The system functioned poorly, and until changes were adopted in December 1862, many Confederate soldiers served in civilian clothes or haphazard uniform parts.

In December 1862, the quartermaster general of the Confederate states established a depot system to manufacture and distribute large quantities of military uniforms, most of which were of simple design and a far cry from the resplendent attire envisioned by Marchall. Each depot created a distinct uniform pattern and developed cloth sources from local textile mills, such as the Sweetwater Factory in Marietta, Georgia; the Ivy Woolen Mill in Roswell, Georgia; and the Crenshaw Woolen Mills in Richmond, Virginia. Fabric type and quality varied considerably among the suppliers and depots. Major uniform depots were located in Columbus, Athens, and Atlanta, Georgia; Richmond, Virginia; Houston, Texas; and Shreveport, Louisiana.

The exigencies of wartime soon prevailed, however, and the quantity and quality of uniforms deteriorated. Confederate supply lines proved unreliable, and field soldiers relied on homemade uniforms dyed with a solution of walnut shells and copper that produced a butternut color. Confederate soldiers often scrounged uniforms, shoes, hats, rucksacks, and other articles from the dead and wounded of both sides, with a wide variety of uniforms often appearing in Southern battle lines as a result. On the home front, women disassembled garments from their wardrobes and made shirts, trousers, and undergarments for soldiers at the front. Shoes were in short supply, and Confederate soldiers often marched barefoot. Fabric and button shortages also plagued the Confederacy, particularly as the Union blockade of Confederate ports tightened during the middle and later stages of the war. Many Confederate uniforms were produced from a blue-gray material manufactured in Limerick, Ireland, for use by the British Army.

Distinct Confederate military units often altered basic uniforms to suit individual preferences or the fashion desires of their commanding officer. Officers of the cavalry unit commanded by Major General J. E. B. Stuart, for example, wore unique uniforms that included a short jacket and vest of cadet gray lined with yellow, a red-checkered shirt with a yellow silk sash, a black-plumed hat, and light brown corduroy trousers with black leather boots. Other units, similar to their Northern counterparts, adopted the Zouave uniform, with its characteristic baggy red trousers.

The Confederate Navy enjoyed an early military victory when it captured the Gosport Navy Yard in Norfolk, Virginia, in April 1861 and acquired a stock of Union naval uniforms that were used to outfit Southern sailors. Thereafter, the Confederate government contracted with English manufacturers for uniforms, with the finished products appearing similar to military dress used by the British Navy.

In 1862 Confederate naval regulations changed the color of the standard uniform from navy blue to cadet gray, the dye for which was much cheaper and easier to obtain. Confederate naval officers, accustomed to the universally accepted navy blue color, accepted the change grudgingly, but by late 1862 cadet-gray naval uniforms were commonplace. The standard uniform for an officer consisted of a double-breasted frock coat lined with black silk serge, a rolling collar, and two rows of large metal buttons. Rank was designated by the number of gold lace stripes that appeared on the sleeve cuffs. Trousers for officers were gray wool or white drill cloth, while overcoats were steel gray and double breasted, with the same button arrangement as the frock coat. The hat for a naval officer was gray with a patent leather visor with gold leaf trim, the type and quantity of which designated the rank of the wearer. Summer uniforms were much less detailed and often consisted of straw hats with jackets and trousers made from light-colored fabric.

Enlisted sailors wore gray jackets with white duck collars, gray trousers, and black or gray visorless caps. Summer uniforms consisted of white duck frocks with a blue collar and cuffs, white trousers, and gray or white visorless caps. As with the Confederate Army, the Confederate Navy soon experienced the hardships of wartime, shrinking supply sources, and a relentless Union blockade. Uniforms soon thus deteriorated into a hodgepodge of homespun fabric and scrounged articles of clothing of all descriptions.
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Uniforms, U.S. Army and Navy

Several factors led to the adoption of U.S. military uniforms during the Civil War. First, the use of color to designate branches of service, introduced in the mid-1850s, required closer adherence. Colors were applied to shoulder straps, piping, sashes, and trouser stripes to indicate rank and service branch. The general color scheme was green for medical officers, scarlet for artillery, yellow for cavalry and engineers, red for musicians, and crimson for hospital stewards and other officers. Infantry personnel were identified with sky blue. Variations occurred that were according to the uniform regulations. All officers wore a sash, ankle boots, and belts.

Second, many armies in Europe had adopted French-inspired uniforms that were similar to the army of Napoleon III. The United States had been a British colony, and its military uniforms were strongly influenced by pattern, cut, and adornment of both the French and the British. The basic attitude that prevailed in the United States was that the dress uniforms of Europe, with their opulent trappings, represented aristocratic traditions that were rejected in America. Nevertheless, French influence is seen in the adoption of the frock coat, the kepi cap, collar ornaments, and fabric worsted epaulets. The most overt example of the adoption of French military dress was the Zouave uniform, derived from those worn by French light infantry units in North African service.

Third, there was a strong influence of civilian dress in the development of Civil War uniforms. In the 1850s, both frock and sack coats were fashionable jackets worn by upper- and middle-class civilians. The frock coat was tailored to the body and had a standing high collar, while the sack coat was loose fitting and more comfortable and practical to wear, especially in battle conditions. Because of the ongoing Industrial Revolution and the concentration of textile mills in New England, clothing manufacturers were readily available for the production of military uniforms. In 1862 the U.S. government took concrete steps to standardize uniforms in design and mass production.

The basic uniform for the U.S. Army before the Civil War was a dark blue frock coat that ended midthigh and sky blue wool pants with stripe colors indicating the branch of service. At the outset of the war, however, volunteer and militia regiments were important elements of the Union Army and proudly wore local nonconforming uniforms of varying colors, including Confederate gray. As a result, a wide variety of distinctive uniforms and colorful insignia occurred, many of which were reflective of regional preferences or the ethnic background of the wearers. At the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), some Confederates dressed in blue fought Union soldiers attired in gray uniforms.

To alleviate battlefield confusion, General Order No. 6 of March 13, 1861, prescribed official uniform standards for the U.S. Army. An overwhelming demand for cloth, however, resulted in a shortage of textiles suitable for uniforms, and the Quartermaster Department purchased cloth in varying weights and dyes in the first few months of the war, resulting in serious identification problems during combat.

Through mass production of uniforms and footwear, Northern factories soon provided sufficient quantities of standard uniforms and boots, although they were often ill-fitting and of poor quality. Increased demand resulted in the establishment of the Schuylkill Arsenal in Pennsylvania as the chief depository for clothing and equipment. Initially the arsenal was unable to meet the demands of the army, and the facility was expanded until 8,000 to 10,000 seamstresses were employed. Eventually new depots were opened in New York, Cincinnati, and St. Louis as the need for uniforms continued to increase.

Once the General Order was issued and compliance began, the most notable feature of the U.S. military uniform was its regulation dark blue jacket, dark blue trousers, and a dress blue cap or kepi. The uniform jacket was made of wool and hung to midthigh length. The other notable feature was the use of an eagle motif on buttons, belt plates, and cartridge boxes.

The frock coat was the only standard regulation coat used by U.S. Army officers during the Civil War. High-ranking officers such as majors, lieutenant colonels, colonels, and generals wore double-breasted coats. Single-breasted coats were worn by captains and lieutenants. Piping at the cuffs and collars indicated the branch of service, while button patterns and arrangements on the coat denoted rank. Three gilt and convex cuff buttons were typical for an officer. Different motifs and combinations of decorative eagles, stars, scrolls, cannons, and shells were employed, depending on the rank of the wearer. Caped greatcoats were issued to officers for use in cold weather.

Officers’ trousers were dark blue wool with stripes to indicate the branch of service. Cravats, if worn, were used to tie the black cloth at the opening of the collar. Gloves were worn by officers and were buff or white in color.

A sash was to be worn on all occasions of duty except stable and fatigue work and was to wrap twice around the waist and tied behind the left hip. The sash color designated branch of service.

All officers and enlisted men of cavalry, artillery, infantry, engineers, ordnance, and light artillery wore ankle or Jefferson boots. Shoes were differentiated left and right by this time.

A full-dress hat and a forage hat were the two types of headgear issued to infantrymen. General officers’ dress hats were constructed of black felt with a six-inch-high crown and a three-inch brim that looped against the left side and was held in place by a brass eagle insignia. Three ostrich feathers were fastened to the left side with a cord of either acorns or tassels at the end. Each regiment issued insignia for the front of the hats of its members that signified the branch of service or a gold-embroidered wreath that encircled the letters “U.S.”

The forage cap, inspired by the French, was more popular than the full-dress hat. Made from dark blue wool, the oval crown was stiffened with pasteboard and lined with cotton. The welt around the crown was the same fabric, and yellow metal letters located at the front designated the unit of the wearer. The havelock, an accessory to the cap, was a piece of cloth that fit over the top and protected the soldier’s neck from sun and rain.

Commissioned officers wore similar hats but attached distinctive ornamentation that signified the corps and regiment. Kepis worn by militia officers were similar to the forage cap but were lower and had a straight visor. Broad-brimmed slouch hats were more popular in western areas of military operations.

Infantrymen were dressed in a dark blue single-breasted frock coat with no pleats; the coat had a stand-up collar and one row of nine buttons placed at equal distance on the breast. The cuffs were buttoned with two buttons at the underseam that were gilt and convex with a spread eagle on the front.

Color identification for enlisted men was demonstrated on the collar welt, hat cords, chevrons, and pants stripes. The original trousers color for enlisted personnel was dark blue, but this was changed to sky blue in December 1861.

Soldiers were annually issued three flannel shirts, some of which were made from wool. Ideally, infantrymen received four pairs of leather ankle boots each year. Each soldier was issued long drawers stretching to the knee, a new experience for some. Regulation overcoats were made of sky blue kersey cloth with a cape that buttoned down the front, but fabric shortages often resulted in overcoats of dark blue or black. Ponchos made of waterproof blankets, draped over the shoulders with a slit cut for the head, were often used for bedding.

The belt set was standard issue to infantrymen and included a cartridge box, a percussion cap pouch, and a bayonet scabbard. The belt plate was embossed with “US.” Blue kepi-style caps with black visors were standard issue.

Specialized military branches developed specific uniform requirements. Sharpshooters wore green uniforms with a red sash inspired by the Italian Bersagliere uniform. Musicians had the same uniform as other enlisted men with the addition of graduated three-eighths of an inch gold lace on the front of the jacket, beginning at the waist and ending at the bottom of the collar. Cavalrymen were issued a shell jacket that was a short hip-length style for ease in riding horseback. Chaplains wore a plain black frock coat with standing collar and one row of nine black buttons with plain black pantaloons and a black felt army forage cap hat without ornamentation.

Scottish Highlands–style units, in bonnets and kilts, served alongside regiments clothed in the colorful dress of the Algerian-inspired Zouaves. Steel helmets and breastplates were worn by lancers. The Garibaldi Guard of New York City wore an Italian-style uniform. Zouave uniforms, patterned after the French army in North Africa, included a dark blue jacket with a false vest and were decorated with elaborate tombeaux designs on the sleeve cuffs, hems, and front panels. The trousers were a rust red color and were designed to balloon at the knee. The uniform also included white leggings and a red fez.
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An unidentified Union cavalryman. (Library of Congress)

As the war progressed and production of uniforms became more standardized, Union soldiers generally appeared in regulation dress and equipment. No Civil War army issued identity tags, so troops inscribed their names or units on pieces of bone, metal, or paper and in their uniforms to enable identification if they were killed or wounded in battle.

The Civil War caused major changes in U.S. Navy uniforms and introduced standardization. Prior to the Civil War, naval officers were generally men of higher social echelons who followed civilian fashions in terms of cut, fabric, color, and embellishments that represented a nautical affiliation. It is apparent that most officers modified uniform regulations in some way due to expense, maintenance costs, and shipboard lifestyle. Therefore, color and embellishments varied according to the personal whims of each officer. The need for uniformity among officer dress and the creation of additional ranks of rear admiral, commodore, lieutenant commander, and ensign required a more definitive method of visual identification. The uniform became more practical, with fabrics that repelled dirt and provided protection from the maritime environment. The full-dress coat was abolished in favor of the more functional frock coat.

As the war progressed, naval uniforms became difficult to procure, so an optional provision was made to wear a sack coat for service dress. It was a single-breasted loose-fitting garment and is another example of the navy utilizing current civilian styles that were easier to obtain than regulation military dress.

Naval uniform regulations enacted in 1841 and in effect at the start of the Civil War described the enlisted naval uniform and included the first grooming regulations. The uniform was a blue woolen frock with white collars and cuffs, blue trousers, blue vests, black handkerchief, and shoes. The collars and breasts of the frock coats were lined in blue. Piping began as an embellishment to break up the collar of the uniform but evolved as a decorative device and later served to distinguish between ranks.

Uniform changes occurred to create identification for rate and specialties. In 1862, masters-at-arms, yeoman stewards, and paymaster stewards, who were important and valuable leading petty officers, were authorized to wear a double-breasted officer-type coat.

Bell-bottom trousers were issued to sailors, and the jumper collar changed from a roll to a flap collar and was standardized and extended to 6.5 inches. The neck kerchief appears to have been used as a closure device. White and blue hats were worn, and the trousers had either a fly front or seven-button broadfall, depending on the manufacturer. Sailors and petty officers were issued blue winter uniforms and white summer uniforms, and straw boaters were allowed for summer or tropical wear. The naval uniforms of the Civil War laid the foundation for contemporary U.S. Navy uniforms for both officers and enlisted sailors.
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Unionists, Southern

See Southern Unionists
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Union League of America

Organization formed in early 1862 that sought to stamp out perceived treason and defeatism in the North and promote prowar and pro-Republican policies during the Civil War. The Union League of America (ULA) was a somewhat amorphously organized national association that traced its roots to myriad Union League clubs and organizations that formed at the local level. Most of these clubs promoted patriotism and military enlistments and sought to defeat groups such as the Peace Democrats (Copperheads), the ULA’s primary nemesis.

The ULA’s membership included Union League clubs already in existence in large cities, many of which were elitist, and largely secret pro-Union societies that had sprung up in the Midwest and in border states such as Kentucky and Tennessee. Not until the summer of 1862 did the still-evolving ULA form a national council, which helped recruit members from all across the nation. It is impossible to know just how many individuals counted themselves as ULA members, because the organization was largely decentralized. There were at least several hundred thousand by 1864, with Illinois claiming 75,000 in that state alone.

ULA members insisted that they embraced no specific political affiliation, although most were strongly pro-Republican, and the Republican Party openly supported the organization, rhetorically as well as financially. ULA members embraced President Abraham Lincoln’s war policies, Union war aims, and Republican Party ideology and distributed pamphlets that were clearly propagandistic. They also worked hard to stifle antiwar sentiment and to defeat politicians who did not adhere to their mind-set, most notably the Peace Democrats. Sometimes the efforts in this regard by ULA members were underhanded, if not illegal, and included covert or overt intimidation.

In keeping with its grass-roots organization, ULA members engaged in secret oaths, rituals, signs, and handshakes, some of which were clearly modeled after older secret societies, especially the Freemasons. The ULA was not without its detractors, despite its sprawling membership. Peace Democrats in the North charged the organization with stifling free speech and expression, tampering with elections, and embracing the old agenda of the defunct Know-Nothing Party. Some alleged that the acronym “ULA” stood for “Uncle Lincoln’s Asses.” Be that as it may, the ULA continued to grow in numbers and clout until the war ended in 1865. The organization ceased to exist at the national level shortly thereafter.
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Union Party

See National Union Party
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Union Volunteer Refreshment Saloon

Food and drink station for Union soldiers established in Philadelphia and run by volunteer women workers. In April 1861 as thousands of Union soldiers made their way to Washington, D.C., via Philadelphia by train, a number of patriotic women in Philadelphia began to dispense free cups of coffee to the soldiers as their trains lumbered slowly through the Otsego Street Station. Before long, William M. Cooper, who owned a local business nearby, offered one of his warehouses to the women, who planned to use it to cook meals and care for soldiers as they passed through the city.

The women soon began to provide full meals at no cost to the soldiers. They were aided in their mission by many Philadelphians who contributed both cash and foodstuffs. By 1863, the Union Volunteer Refreshment Saloon could feed as many as 1,000 men per hour. More donations enabled organizers to arrange for gratis overnight accommodations for soldiers and even a small hospital for troops returning from the battlefield. The Philadelphia Soldiers’ Home, established in February 1862, was also the result of the women volunteers’ efforts. It is estimated that the saloon helped some 4 million soldiers through free meals, lodging, and/or medical assistance by the end of the war.
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United Confederate Veterans

Perhaps the largest of the Confederate veterans’ organizations. The United Confederate Veterans (UCV) was founded in New Orleans in June 1889. Its main rival was the Grand Army of the Republic, an association for Union veterans. In the early days of the UCV, there was considerable distrust between it and Union veterans’ groups; indeed, some Union veterans’ organizations viewed UCV membership as disloyal. After the 1898 Spanish-American War, however, which brought together Southerners and Northerners in a single, united war effort, tensions between the UCV and its Union counterparts eased considerably.

The UCV was organized along strict military lines. Elected officers were referred to by their military rank, local branches were called “camps,” and the national organization was referred to as “general headquarters.” The organization held its first reunion in 1890 in Chattanooga. Thereafter, national reunions were held yearly in different southern cities. In 1894, the UCV established the Confederate Veteran magazine, which became its official serial publication.

The UCV’s mission was multifold. First, it was designed to help disabled and impoverished Confederate veterans; second, it sponsored lobbying efforts, especially at the state level, to gain pensions and disability payments for its members; third, it helped organize fund drives for Confederate war monuments and memorials; fourth, it advanced the study of history at the local level; and finally, it provided a centralized vehicle by which veterans could maintain contact and friendships with fellow veterans. In 1892, the UCV organized a national effort to advance the study of Southern and Confederate history, which it believed was necessary to counteract the “biased” histories being presented by Northerners. In 1899, the UCV published the 12-volume Confederate Military History, edited by Clement A. Evans.

In 1904, UCV membership peaked at about 160,000 members. They were organized into 1,855 local chapters (or camps), all but 6 of which were located in the former Confederate states. The year 1911 marked the largest reunion in the organization’s history, when about 105,000 members and their families congregated in Little Rock, Arkansas. The UCV remained active into the 1930s, but as its membership died or became ill, the organization began to crumble by the 1940s. The last reunion was held in Norfolk, Virginia, in 1951, and featured only 3 veterans. The organization ceased to exist, except on paper, that same year.
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United Daughters of the Confederacy

Organization founded in 1894 of women descended from Confederate veterans of the Civil War. Largely formed to commemorate the Confederate military effort in the Civil War, the United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) has helped preserve the South’s Confederate identity for well more than a century.

Various regional and local women’s groups formed in the South in the years after the Civil War to commemorate the Confederate cause. The formation of the UDC in September 1894 in Nashville, Tennessee, provided an umbrella organization for these groups. The membership of the new organization was made up of white middle- and upper-class women, and the UDC’s activities sought to affirm the validity of the Confederate cause. While the organization professed to be nonpolitical, its objectives were in line with preserving the social status quo of the South. Black and poor Southern women were not to be found in its membership, which quickly became essentially hereditary.

Chief among the UDC’s activities was construction of monuments. The organization funded the erection of a Confederate monument in Arlington National Cemetery that was unveiled in 1914 and placed memorials to Confederate generals Robert E. Lee and Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson in the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., in 1957. Throughout the UDC’s history, its various chapters have erected monuments to anonymous soldiers and placed historical markers along highways in the South.

The UDC’s historical objectives include gathering books, diaries, letters, and various other documents related to the Confederacy. Materials are deposited in the UDC’s Goodlett Memorial Library at its Richmond, Virginia, headquarters. The organization also provides a variety of scholarships and offers assistance to needy descendants of those who served the Confederacy.

Although the organization has always emphasized the Confederate past, it has also sought to fulfill a patriotic duty to the United States, providing aid to military hospitals during World War I and war relief during World War II. The UDC also offered its services during subsequent American wars.

The UDC has always purported to further the “truthful” history of the South. The monuments that the organization has helped build, however, tend to emphasize the Confederacy’s military efforts and occasionally the role of white women who supported the Confederate cause. Likewise, the UDC’s objective of recording “the part of Southern women in patient endurance of hardship and patriotic devotion during the struggle” of the Civil War emphasizes an uncritical history of the South and affirms the supportive role of white women in a patriarchal society.
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United Kingdom

See Great Britain
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United States Christian Commission

Auxiliary branch of the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) formed in 1861 that provided religious and social services to Union troops during the Civil War. The United States Christian Commission (USCC) was headed by a general commission of 12 leaders, both clergymen and laymen, from various evangelical denominations. Although the USCC was organized nationally, local associations were encouraged to continue their own activities as well as to support the commission’s work. Throughout the war years, the chairman of the USCC was George H. Stewart, founder of the Philadelphia Association and chairman of the YMCA Central Committee. The committee’s financial support came chiefly from the Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Episcopal, Dutch Reformed, Lutheran, and Moravian Churches.

The USCC’s primary mission was to provide for the spiritual support of Union troops. The USCC operated by appointing volunteer delegates who served for an average term of six weeks. The commission fulfilled its mission by sending delegates into the field—more than 5,000 by the end of the war—and by distributing Bibles, religious tracts, hymnals, and other religious literature to Union soldiers. According to USCC reports, delegates distributed nearly 1.5 million Bibles and tracts, more than 1 million hymnals, and nearly 95,000 packages from civilians. Additionally, delegates supplemented military chaplains’ duties by preaching sermons in military installations and holding prayer meetings.

A second USCC mission emerged as casualties mounted. The organization established a ministry to meet the physical and medical needs of soldiers, especially the sick and wounded. The delegates distributed food, clothing, and supplies and ran libraries and canteens. They also began the YMCA’s work with prisoners of war. In addition, USCC delegates helped sick and wounded soldiers write more than 90,000 letters. When possible, commission delegates also assisted surgeons and medical personnel. One of the USCC’s greatest and lasting contributions was to compile records of those who were buried at prisons and near major battlefields.

Later, the Ladies’ Christian Commission was formed as an auxiliary of the USCC, and this added prestige to the organization. The work of the USCC and the YMCA signified the close relationship between civilian relief agencies and the U.S. military. With the end of the war, the USCC worked with troops until they were discharged, and on January 1, 1866, the work of the USCC was terminated. The YMCA, however, continued its activities and ministries to service members and remains in operation today.
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United States Colored Troops

Designation within the U.S. Volunteers for African American units mustered into federal service during and immediately after the Civil War. President Abraham Lincoln opposed early efforts to recruit African American soldiers, even though he accepted their use as laborers. However, Union Army setbacks and unofficial recruitments, such as Major Generals David Hunter’s and Benjamin Butler’s enrollment of African Americans in South Carolina and New Orleans, respectively, as well as Brigadier General James H. Lane’s enlistment of African American troops in Kansas, compelled Lincoln to allow military commanders to enlist African Americans on an informal basis. African American leaders in the North, such as the influential Frederick Douglass, pressed Lincoln on this issue. Formal recruitment of African American regiments, however, did not begin until the Emancipation Proclamation took effect in January 1863.

The U.S. War Department issued General Order No. 143 on May 22, 1863, establishing a “Bureau of Colored Troops” to facilitate the recruitment of African American soldiers to fight for the Union Army. Enlistees were organized into all-black units, almost exclusively with white officers. Regiments, including infantry, cavalry, and both light and heavy artillery units, were recruited from all states of the Union and were given numerical designations in the U.S. Colored Troops (USCT), within the larger U.S. Volunteers military organization. Approximately 175 regiments of more than 178,000 African Americans and some Canadians served during the last two years of the war. Including white officers, approximately 200,000 men served in the USCT.

Despite their important role in the Civil War, members of the USCT received unequal treatment at best. African Americans held as prisoners of war were treated more harshly by the Confederates than were white soldiers, despite President Lincoln’s General Order No. 233 threatening reprisal on Confederate prisoners of war for any mistreatment of African American troops. In perhaps the most heinous known example of abuse, Confederate soldiers reportedly shot to death dozens of African American Union soldiers captured at Fort Pillow, Tennessee, on April 12, 1864.

Maltreatment was not confined to the Confederate Army, however. The Union Army was also guilty of discrimination. USCT regiments were led by white officers, and promotion was limited for African American soldiers. For a time, African American troops also received less pay than their white counterparts.

This discrimination did not affect the commitment of the troops. USCT regiments saw extensive combat service but mostly served in noncombat positions in rear areas. One of the best-known actions involving the USCT was the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864), during which USCT regiments suffered heavy casualties in an unsuccessful attempt to break through Confederate lines. After the war, some USCT regiments served as occupation troops in the former Confederate states.

There were 2,751 USCT combat deaths during the war and 68,178 losses from all causes. By war’s end, 16 African American soldiers had been awarded the Medal of Honor for their valor.
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United States Colored Troops by State of Origin





	State
	Troops



	Alabama
	  4,969



	Arkansas
	  5,526



	Connecticut
	  1,764



	Colorado (territory)
	       95



	Delaware
	     954



	District of Columbia
	  3,269



	Florida
	  1,044



	Georgia
	  3,486



	Illinois
	  1,811



	Indiana
	  1,597



	Iowa
	     440



	Kansas
	  2,080



	Kentucky
	23,703



	Louisiana
	24,502



	Maine
	     104



	Maryland
	  8,718



	Massachusetts
	  3,966



	Michigan
	  1,387



	Minnesota
	     104



	Mississippi
	17,869



	Missouri
	  8,344



	New Hampshire
	     125



	New Jersey
	  1,185



	New York
	  4,125



	North Carolina
	  5,035



	Ohio
	  5,092



	Pennsylvania
	  8,612



	Rhode Island
	  1,837



	South Carolina
	  5,462



	Tennessee
	20,133



	Texas
	       47



	Vermont
	     120



	Virginia
	  5,723



	West Virginia
	     196



	Wisconsin
	     155



	Unknown
	  5,816
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The 26th U.S. Colored Volunteer Infantry on parade, Camp William Penn, Pennsylvania, 1865. (National Archives)

United States Lighthouse Service

Federal agency charged with safeguarding navigation. As in nearly every 19th-century American conflict, the Coast Guard’s legacy services played an important role in the Civil War. In addition to the U.S. Revenue Cutter Service, the Coast Guard predecessor agency—the United States Lighthouse Service—took an active part in the conflict.

Prior to the Civil War, the Lighthouse Service operated light stations all along the Southeast and Gulf of Mexico coasts. Other service assets included buoy yards, lightships, lighthouse tenders, buoys, and additional navigation aids. At the start of the war, only certain lighthouses in Virginia and those located in the Florida Keys and the Dry Tortugas remained in Union hands. Eleven lightships stationed in the South before the war were either sunk by the Confederates as block ships or repurposed for other Confederate maritime or naval needs. Most lighthouse tenders were steamers and were thus highly sought after by both the Confederate Navy and the Union Navy. In the South, eight lighthouse tenders were seized and employed by the Confederate government. In the North, eight lighthouse tenders were transferred to the Union Navy for naval purposes.

In the early stages of the conflict, many Southern lighthouse personnel transferred their allegiance from federal service to the Confederate Lighthouse Service. This included numerous light keepers as well as one-time U.S. Navy officer Raphael Semmes, who had previously served as secretary of the U.S. Lighthouse Service. Semmes received appointment as the first superintendent of the Confederate Lighthouse Service.

As Union forces captured ports and coastal areas of the South, the Confederate government extinguished the lights and stored the lenses of the lighthouses to prevent Union warships from using them for navigation. As Confederate Lighthouse Service personnel lost their jobs, Semmes and other officers in the service went on to serve in the Confederate Navy, Semmes as captain of the first Confederate government commerce raider, the Sumter.

In the latter half of the war, the U.S. Lighthouse Service assisted the Union war effort and its military forces in many ways, such as relighting the more important light stations extinguished by Confederate forces and positioning special buoys, lights, and lightships to facilitate Union military operations. In 1862 the Treasury Department sent Special Agent Maximilian Bonzano to New Orleans to oversee the restoration of local lights to operational status, beginning with those in Louisiana. Bonzano made steady progress and expanded his efforts to the rest of the Gulf, in spite of hostilities that continued to threaten lighthouses in Union-occupied territory.

Despite hard work by the Lighthouse Service to return the South’s approximately 160 lighthouses and aids to navigation to operational status, it took a decade after the conclusion of hostilities for the service to complete the job.
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United States Military Academy, West Point

National military academy that provided the preponderance of senior generalship for both the Union Army and the Confederate Army during the Civil War. A little more than half a century after its founding in 1802, the U.S. Military Academy at West Point had firmly established its reputation as the nation’s premier military and scientific institution that successfully educated and trained most of the officers in the Regular Army. The academy strengthened its prestige through the success of its graduates during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), providing an ethos of professionalism and experience in the army officer corps.

Although it was a national institution, the school could not sidestep the growing sectional crisis among its cadets and faculty. Antebellum superintendents attempted to quell these tensions with such modest measures as eliminating political issues as topics in the debate society, but by the late 1850s, events such as John Brown’s Raid, the 1860 presidential election, and the eventual secession of Southern states deeply divided the Corps of Cadets. Henry S. Farley was the first cadet to resign, in November 1860, in order to join the military forces of his native South Carolina. During the next four months, nearly all of the Southern cadets left the academy after their home states had seceded from the Union. By May 1861, 65 of the 86 cadets from slaveholding states had resigned. New superintendent Major Alexander H. Bowman compelled all the remaining cadets to take an oath of allegiance to the Union above their own states, prompting a handful of border state students to resign as well.

After the firing on Fort Sumter in April 1861, Bowman shifted his focus from convincing Southerners to stay at the academy to preventing Northern students and instructors from leaving, as many were tempted by offers of officer commissions in the rapidly growing volunteer army recruited to subdue the rebellion. The cadets of the senior class lobbied their congressmen to persuade the War Department to graduate the first class early so they could join the war effort. They succeeded, and on May 6, 1861, Secretary of War Simon Cameron brought the entire class to Washington to receive their commissions with no graduation ceremony. A month later, the rising first (senior) class at West Point also successfully petitioned for early graduation, and soon it joined the May graduates in the nation’s capital to serve as drillmasters training new recruits.

The engineers and artillery detachments stationed at the academy soon departed as well to join the Union Army, leaving Bowman to complain to the War Department that he could no longer conduct cavalry and artillery courses because he lacked horses and equipment. By the end of the summer, he also lost several members of the faculty who were called to war. Bowman labored through the rest of 1861 to fill the classrooms and offices with replacement instructors and staff members, many of whom were underqualified or physically convalescing from war wounds. These individuals were also inhibited throughout the conflict by students who struggled with maintaining discipline and concentration as they longed to join their peers in the army. In 1864, Congress addressed West Point’s reduced numbers by extending the enrollment age to 24 to allow war veterans to seek appointment. Otherwise, the geographic isolation of West Point allowed daily operations to proceed much as they had prior to the war. The one exception came in July 1863, when the New York City Draft Riots led Superintendent Bowman to post cadets as extra guards to protect the powder magazines and cannon at the academy.

The relative stability at West Point during the war was offset by a growing controversy from the outside when Radical Republicans launched a campaign to close the academy. They lambasted West Point because of the large number of alumni who had betrayed the Union and now served as the core of the Confederacy’s leadership, to include their most successful commanders and even their president. They also cited the incompetent leadership of West Point graduates who were leading the Union forces to repeated defeats on the battlefield. Fortunately, the success of graduates such as Generals Ulysses S. Grant, William T. Sherman, and Philip Sheridan eventually quieted the Republican critics, and the academy maintained its congressional appropriations.

Overall, the leadership of the West Point graduates was well established, with more than 400 alumni becoming general officers. West Point graduates commanded both armies in nearly every major engagement of the war. Ninety-five graduates died in battle, while 141 were wounded, exemplifying the gallantry that West Point men, both North and South, demonstrated throughout the war. Moreover, West Point graduates helped to instill and cultivate a sense of professionalism into inexperienced amateur armies while molding them into effective and proficient fighting forces.
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United States Revenue Cutter Service

Federal agency charged with maritime law enforcement and security. The U.S. Revenue Cutter Service (RCS) served an important role in the Civil War. By 1860, RCS vessels were stationed in every major American port city. After the election of Abraham Lincoln as president and before the start of the Civil War, the men in the RCS, like their counterparts in the navy and the army, chose between serving the federal government and the seceding Southern states, and the RCS lost most of the cutters located in the South. The captain of the Mobile-based cutter Lewis Cass turned over his vessel to state authorities, forcing his officers and crew to travel overland through secessionist territory to reach the North. The commanding officer of the New Orleans–based cutter McClelland refused a direct order from Treasury Secretary John Dix to sail his vessel to the North. Dix then ordered the executive officer to arrest the captain and assume command of the cutter, with the captain to be considered a mutineer if he interfered with the transfer of command. Dix ended with the statement that “If anyone attempts to haul down the American flag, shoot him on the spot.” Unfortunately for Dix, the executive officer was also a Southern sympathizer, and this cutter was also turned over to local authorities. The Confederacy secured five cutters in this fashion, and U.S. Navy officers destroyed a sixth cutter at the Norfolk Navy Yard to prevent its seizure as well. Most of the cutters taken by the Confederates were subsequently employed in naval operations.

The war necessitated a significant increase in the size of the RCS fleet not only to replace those cutters lost to the South but also to provide for marine safety and law enforcement operations during the war. Six cutters sailed from the Great Lakes for East Coast bases, and nine former cutters of the U.S. Coast Survey were transferred back to the RCS for wartime duty. The RCS also purchased the steamers Cuyahoga, Miami, Reliance, Northerner, and William H. Seward and ordered six more steam cutters built; these joined the RCS by 1864.

RCS ships worked to halt smuggling, served as guard ships in Northern ports, and helped enforce the wartime blockade of the South. Union revenue cutters also took part in combat missions. Thus, the Harriett Lane, considered the most advanced RCS cutter at the start of the war, fired the first naval shot of the Civil War in April 1861 while attempting to relieve federal forces at Fort Sumter. During the ensuing months, the Harriett Lane served on escort duty, in blockade operations, and in shore bombardment missions. In August 1861 it took part in the capture of Confederate forts at Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, and then was transferred to the navy to serve as a command ship for Admiral David Dixon Porter in the Union naval campaign against New Orleans.

The cutter Miami also served as a command ship during the war, carrying President Lincoln, Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, and Treasury Secretary Salmon Chase from Washington, D.C., down the Potomac to Fort Monroe in late April 1862. Soon thereafter, Lincoln ordered the bombardment of Sewell’s Point, near Norfolk, Virginia, in preparation for an assault on that city. On May 9, Lincoln ordered a reconnaissance party from the cutter to examine the shore near Norfolk. The next day, the Miami covered the landing of six Union regiments, which quickly captured Norfolk after Confederate forces evacuated the city.

The gunboat Naugatuck (the ex–revenue cutter E. A. Stevens) was one of the most unique cutters in the service’s history. Given to the RCS by New Jersey inventor Edwin A. Stevens, the gunboat served with the James River Flotilla. In May 1861 the Naugatuck assisted in an unsuccessful effort to entice Confederate ironclad Virginia into the open waters of Hampton Roads. After the scuttling of the Virginia, the Naugatuck steamed up the James River with USS Monitor and other shallow-draft Union warships in an abortive effort to seize Richmond.

The Civil War transformed the RCS from a collection of older sailing vessels into a primarily steam-driven fleet of modern cutters. The important operations supported by cutters also cemented the role of the RCS in such missions as convoy duty, blockade operations, port security, coastal patrol, and brown-water combat operations. These missions have remained core competencies of the U.S. Coast Guard (the successor to the RCS) ever since. More importantly, the Civil War operations of the service reinforced the RCS’s reputation as a legitimate branch of the U.S. military.

WILLIAM H. THIESEN
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Upton, Emory

Birth Date: August 27, 1839

Death Date: March 15, 1881

Union officer. Emory Upton was born on August 27, 1839, to a farming family in Batavia, New York. After a year at Oberlin College (Ohio), he entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1856. Graduating near the top of his class in May 1861, Upton was commissioned a second lieutenant but was quickly promoted to first lieutenant of artillery.

Upton fired the opening shot at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), where he was wounded. He fought in the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). To avoid an assignment teaching at West Point, Upton entered the volunteer organization as a colonel of the 121st New York Infantry Regiment. His unit participated in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).
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Emory Upton was a highly capable army officer who rose to the rank of major general in the Civil War at age 25. After the war he became a prominent military theorist, reformer, and advocate of a strong professional military establishment for the United States. (Library of Congress)

Just before the Battle of Gettysburg, Upton received command of a brigade in VI Corps, which he led with great effectiveness at that battle and at the Battle of Rappahannock Station (November 7, 1863). Upton especially distinguished himself during Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) that brought the Union Army to the gates of Richmond.

Upton’s battlefield experiences led him to advocate an important change in infantry tactics, chiefly advancing the men in columns close to the enemy line, when they would then deploy in line and charge. Applying this method, Upton led 12 regiments in breaking through Confederate defenses during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864). The attack ultimately failed for lack of support, but Upton had demonstrated its potential for breaking through a strongly defended position.

Still only 24 years old, Upton was rewarded with promotion to brigadier general for volunteers, to date from May 12, 1864. He led his brigade a few months later in Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). Upton assumed command of his division when its commander was mortally wounded in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864). Upton himself was wounded shortly thereafter in the same battle. Brevetted major general of volunteers, he was then transferred to the western theater, where he led a cavalry division in Brigadier General James H. Wilson’s raid against Selma, Alabama, and Columbus, Georgia. Brevetted major general in the regular army, Upton mustered out of the volunteers in April 1866.

Following the war Upton reverted to his permanent rank of captain, but in July 1866 he was appointed lieutenant colonel of the 25th Infantry Regiment. One of the army’s leading intellectuals and reformers, during 1866–1867 Upton was assigned to West Point as an instructor. There he produced A New System of Infantry Tactics (1867), which was adopted by the army the same year. To solve the dilemma of greatly enhanced infantry defensive firepower, Upton emphasized reliance on open formations, with the basic unit being a squad of four men. Operating under simplified commands, the squads could easily form a battle line in any direction. Attacking infantry would form a skirmish line about 150 yards from the enemy, building it up by squads to a point where an attacking column could advance to about 200 yards away and then rapidly deploy into line and charge. This system essentially served the army in the Spanish-American War and into the two 20th-century world wars.

From 1870 to 1875, Upton was commandant of cadets and instructor in tactics at West Point. With the United States then involved in fighting the Native Americans in the West, U.S. Army commander General William T. Sherman sent Upton on a yearlong world tour of Asia and Europe to study warfare there, especially the British India campaigns. Upton returned as an admirer of the German model of a strong standing army, with a large officer cadre and skeleton formations. In time of need, such an army could be rapidly expanded. This system would do away with volunteer units entirely, for all volunteers would serve in the regular army under its officers. He also applauded the German general staff system and its frequent rotation of officers between staff and line assignments. Upton was an advocate of conscription but dared approach this only indirectly. He chiefly wanted the United States to abandon its dual system of federal and state control in favor of assigning all military duties to the regular army. He also argued against civilian control of the military.

Upton presented these views in his report, published as The Armies of Asia and Europe (1878) and in an influential manuscript work, The Military Policy of the United States. The latter, the nation’s first professional military history, was published posthumously in 1904. Congress and the country largely ignored his recommendations.

In 1880 Upton, promoted to colonel, took command of the 4th Artillery Regiment at the Presidio, San Francisco, where on March 15, 1881, plagued by agonizing headaches perhaps caused by depression heightened by the death of his wife, he took his own life.
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Urbanna Plan

Union major general George B. McClellan’s first plan for advancing on the Confederate capital at Richmond. Urbanna, a port town on the south bank of the Rappahannock River and located some 50 miles east of Richmond, was to be the keystone of this offensive into the Virginia Peninsula.

As the war stalemated in northern Virginia during the summer and autumn of 1861, Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s army took up positions near Centreville and Manassas Junction, Virginia. Farther to the east, McClellan continued to delay, reorganizing and drilling his Army of the Potomac, much to the irritation of President Abraham Lincoln. Realizing that his commander in chief was growing increasingly annoyed with his lack of offensive initiatives, in December 1861 McClellan devised the so-called Urbanna Plan.

Believing that the Army of the Potomac was outnumbered by Confederate forces and being adamantly opposed to a traditional overland offensive south against Richmond, as favored by Lincoln, McClellan proposed to take advantage of Union naval superiority and move his army of more than 100,000 men by water to the Virginia Peninsula. The men would board transports, steam down the Potomac River, enter the Chesapeake Bay, and then steam up the Rappahannock River and disembark at Urbanna. This would place them behind Confederate lines. The key element of the plan required that McClellan’s army change its base of operations from Washington, D.C., to Urbanna, which greatly concerned Lincoln. Once the Union army established its base at Urbanna, the Federals would then drive up the peninsula west toward Richmond. Ideally, any Confederate resistance on the lower peninsula would surrender or withdraw and allow the Union navy to control the waterways to provide McClellan with a secure supply line.

McClellan moved slowly, however, and Lincoln, now clearly out of patience, ordered a Union offensive against Confederate lines in Virginia on January 27, 1862. According to Lincoln’s orders, McClellan’s army was to campaign against Johnston’s force south-southwest of Manassas Junction. Now panicked, McClellan arranged for a hasty meeting with Lincoln during which he laid out his entire plan. Highly skeptical of the Urbanna Plan, particularly because it might well leave Washington exposed, Lincoln finally gave his reluctant approval.

The ambitious nature of the plan led some Union generals to be skeptical of its chances for success as well. On March 7, 1862, at Lincoln’s insistence, 12 division commanders met to consider the Urbanna Plan and, following extensive debate, voted 8 to 4 to proceed. The following day Lincoln gave his final approval for the operation, but he also added several stipulations to the plan. Worried about the safety of the capital once Union forces pulled out, Lincoln ordered that Washington remain protected by a strong body of Union troops, commanded by Major General Irvin McDowell. Additionally, Lincoln ordered the offensive to begin immediately, on March 10.

The success of the Urbanna Plan presumed that Johnston’s forces would remain inactive in their positions around Centreville and Manassas Junction. However, in mid-February, Confederate president Jefferson Davis, anticipating a Union offensive against the Confederate capital, ordered his principal field army south to protect Richmond. Thus, on March 8 and 9, Johnston’s army began to withdraw to a defensive position behind the Rappahannock River. With Johnston’s quick and unforeseen withdrawal, the primary advantage of the Urbanna Plan disappeared. Upon realizing that the Confederate army had stolen the march on him, McClellan was forced to change his base of operations from Urbanna to Fort Monroe, a Union fort located farther away, approximately 75 miles southeast of Richmond. The first Union forces landed at Fort Monroe on March 20, beginning the Peninsula Campaign.
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Usher, John Palmer

Birth Date: January 9, 1816

Death Date: April 13, 1889

U.S. secretary of the interior (1862–1865). John Palmer Usher was born on January 9, 1816, in Brookfield, New York. Palmer studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1839. He moved to Terre Haute, Indiana, that same year and established a law practice. An excellent trial attorney, Usher made the judicial circuit in both Indiana and Illinois, where he met and befriended fellow attorney Abraham Lincoln. Usher served a term in the Indiana legislature during the early 1850s and then in 1856 waged an unsuccessful campaign as a Republican for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. In 1861 he was named attorney general of Indiana.

President Abraham Lincoln’s Cabinet, 1861–1865






	Department
	Secretary
	Year Appointed



	State
	William H. Seward
	1861



	Treasury
	Salmon P. Chase
	1861



	William Fessenden
	1864



	Hugh McCulloch
	1865



	War
	Simon Cameron
	1861



	Edwin M. Stanton
	1862



	Attorney General
	Edward Bates
	1861



	James Speed
	1864



	Postmaster General
	Montgomery Blair
	1861



	William Dennison
	1864



	Navy
	Gideon Welles
	1861



	Interior
	Caleb Smith
	1861



	John Usher
	1863




In March 1862, President Lincoln tapped Usher to become the Department of the Interior’s first assistant secretary. When Secretary of the Interior Caleb B. Smith resigned his post in December 1862, Lincoln appointed Usher to replace him. As secretary, Usher promoted the benefits of the 1862 Homestead Act, lobbied Congress for more money to administer Indian reservations, and suggested the taxation of gold and silver mine owners. In what today would be a blatant conflict of interest, Usher was a major stockholder in the Union Pacific Railroad, which was nearing completion in the West. He saw to it that the best rights-of-way were secured for the railroad, and in the process he directed that a number of Indian reservations be relocated.

Usher’s most ambitious effort in office dealt with the proposed disposition of freed African Americans once the war was over. He did not think that freedmen should live alongside whites, so he proposed—unsuccessfully—a scheme whereby freedmen would be colonized in Central America. He also advocated the establishment of all-black reservations in the United States, which was also a nonstarter. Lincoln accepted his resignation in March 1865, although Usher remained in his post until May 15, 1865. He then moved to Kansas and became chief counsel to the Union Pacific Railroad, a post he held until his death on April 13, 1889, in Philadelphia. He also served one term as mayor of Lawrence, Kansas.
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Utah, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit created by General Order No. 12 on January 1, 1858. The Union Department of Utah encompassed all of present-day Utah in addition to the eastern third of Nevada (to the west) and part of western Colorado (to the east) as well as the southwestern corner of Wyoming (to the north). In February 1861, western Colorado became part of the newly created Colorado Territory, although the department continued to have military jurisdiction over that area. The department’s first commander was Colonel Albert Sidney Johnson.

On April 20, 1861, only days after the Civil War began, Colonel Philip St. George Cooke took command of the department. After obtaining permission from federal officials, Cooke departed Utah on August 9, 1861, with his entire contingent of federal troops, who would now be free to take part in the war in the East. The Department of Utah was effectively dissolved on that date, and federal garrisons there were manned chiefly by state militiamen and volunteers.
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Utah Territory

Territory created on September 9, 1850, that included all or parts of the present-day states of Utah, Nevada, Colorado, and Wyoming. During the 1850s, U.S. officials including Governor Alfred Cumming, Chief Justice John L. Kinney, and Brevet Brigadier General Albert Sidney Johnston employed civil and military power to reduce the authority in Utah of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons), led by Brigham Young. In early 1861, the territory was reorganized to encompass present-day Utah, part of eastern Nevada, and a small bit of Wyoming. When Abraham Lincoln became president in March 1861, he wanted to continue suppression of the Mormonism in Utah but was confronted by the far greater problem of Southern secession. Governor Cumming and General Johnston, both Southerners, departed Utah in May 1861.

Compelled in July to remove Union troops from the territory for military duty in the East, Lincoln told Young that if the Mormons caused no trouble during this crisis, he would let them alone. Yet when the president sent Stephen S. Harding to replace Cumming as governor, he encouraged Harding to meddle in Mormon affairs.

Many Mormons believed that the United States deserved its travails as punishment for the way Mormons had been treated. Nevertheless, and despite Harding’s policies, they never seriously contemplated disloyalty to the Union. Although Utah did not send soldiers eastward to fight, it was never asked or expected to do so. At Lincoln’s request, the Mormons organized a home militia unit, the Nauvoo Legion, to guard the mail route to California. When the newly completed transcontinental telegraph began service in October 1861, Harding wired Lincoln to assure him of Utah’s entire loyalty. Also, the people of Utah continued to urge that their territory be admitted to the Union as a state.

Young and the Mormons were unpleasantly surprised in October 1862 when Colonel Patrick Edward Connor, commanding the 750 soldiers of the 3rd California Infantry, arrived under orders from Lincoln to assume the Nauvoo Legion’s guard duties. During the next few years Connor suppressed local Indian tribes, and on March 29, 1863, he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. He also joined Harding in quarreling with Young and attempting to suppress Mormon influence in Utah.

Lincoln placated the Mormons on June 17, 1863, however, by recalling Harding and appointing James Duane Doty as governor. Connor, however, remained and was brevetted major general of volunteers before leaving the army on April 30, 1865. The Mormons joined other Utahans on March 4, 1865, in a patriotic Union celebration and a month later mourned the assassination of Lincoln. Despite these manifestations of loyalty, Utah was not to attain statehood until 1896, after it had publicly repudiated polygamy.
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Utoy Creek, Battle of

Start Date: August 5, 1864

End Date: August 7, 1864

Engagement during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Beginning in early May, the Union armies commanded by Major General William T. Sherman set out from Chattanooga, Tennessee, steadily driving Confederate forces first under General Joseph E. Johnston and then under General John Bell Hood southward, eventually besieging the Confederates in Atlanta, Georgia. Hood, desperate to prevent the fall of Atlanta and hoping to inflict a defeat on Sherman’s army, launched a series of attacks against the Union lines, beginning with the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20, 1864). After achieving tactical victories in the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864) and the Battle of Ezra Church (July 28, 1864), Sherman hoped to extend his right flank in order to cut one of the railroads supplying Atlanta.

To accomplish this task, Sherman dispatched Major General John M. Schofield’s Army of the Ohio, bolstered by Major General John M. Palmer’s XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to seize the rail junction at East Point. Because of command squabbles between Schofield and Palmer, Union forces sat largely idle at Utoy Creek near East Point for two days, allowing Confederate troops under Major General William Bate time to reinforce their lines and strengthen their fortifications. On August 5 Schofield made several demonstrations but did not launch a full-scale assault. When Schofield finally attacked on August 6, his men were easily repulsed by the Confederate defenders. The next day Schofield attempted another assault, with the same results. Suffering roughly 400 total casualties, Schofield opted not to resume his attacks. Confederate losses were some 225.

Although Sherman’s forces failed to cut off Hood from his supply lines at Utoy Creek, they would succeed in doing so at the Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864). Consequently, Hood was forced to evacuate Atlanta.
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V

Vache Island, Haiti

Island off the southern coast of Haiti. Vache Island (Île à Vache) became the focus of President Abraham Lincoln’s efforts to colonize freedmen during the Civil War. Since 1852, Lincoln had believed that colonization would be desirable for both African and white Americans. Although at times he admitted that it seemed impracticable, he persisted in considering it well into his presidency.

By 1862, Lincoln supported the plan for a freedmen’s colony somewhere in the Caribbean. Congress agreed, voting on April 16 and July 16, 1862, to provide $600,000 for the project. On December 31, 1862, Lincoln signed a contract with Bernard Kock to remove 5,000 black men, women, and children to Vache Island. Kock pledged to provide the colonists with comfortable homes, gardens, churches, schools, and employment for a year. He had already received permission from Fabre Geffard, president of Haiti, for the project. Lincoln timed this contract to coincide with the Emancipation Proclamation, which he issued the following day.

Learning that Kock was an adventurer, Lincoln subsequently cancelled the contract. On April 6, 1863, he signed another colonization agreement with a group of unnamed capitalists. These businessmen quickly dispatched a shipload of some 458 freedmen to Vache Island; 35 of them died of disease while en route. When the survivors arrived, no hospitals were ready, no houses had been built, and their living situation was appalling. Learning of their plight, on February 1, 1864, Lincoln ordered Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton to bring the colonists home. The Marcia C. Day was dispatched on March 4 and returned 17 days later with 350 malnourished and ragged ex-colonists.

The colonization scheme died on July 2, 1864, when Congress repealed its appropriations. Still, Lincoln found the idea hard to abandon. In April 1865 just before his assassination, he resurrected it in a conversation with Major General Benjamin F. Butler.
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Vallandigham, Clement Laird

Birth Date: July 29, 1820

Death Date: June 17, 1871

Prominent political leader of the Copperheads (Peace Democrats). Clement Laird Vallandigham was born on July 29, 1820, in New Lisbon (now Lisbon), Ohio. He attended Jefferson College (now Washington and Jefferson College) in Canonsburg, Pennsylvania. After studying law, he was admitted to the bar in 1842 and established a practice in Dayton, Ohio. He was elected to the Ohio legislature in 1845 and 1846 and became the editor of the local Democratic newspaper, the Dayton Empire.
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U.S. Congressman Clement Laird Vallandigham of Ohio was a leader of the Copperheads (Peace Democrats). Although personally opposed to slavery, he believed the U.S. Constitution left this issue for individual states to resolve. (Library of Congress)

Although personally opposed to slavery, Vallandigham believed that adherence to the Constitution left the issue of emancipation up to the individual states and not the federal government. After two unsuccessful efforts as the Democratic candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives in 1852 and 1854, he won a contested race on his third try in 1856, was seated in May 1858, and was reelected by narrow margins in November 1858 and in 1860.

In the House, Vallandigham supported various compromise efforts to avoid the Civil War. Although he disagreed with Stephen A. Douglas’s popular sovereignty solution to the issue of extending slavery into the territories, Vallandigham supported Douglas for president in 1860 on the grounds that he was the most viable candidate to defeat Republican Abraham Lincoln. When fighting began in April 1861, Vallandigham opposed all efforts to increase the size of the Union Army and vigorously attacked Republican Party leaders as the perpetrators of the violence. He campaigned for reelection in 1862 on the slogan that he hoped the national Democratic Party would adopt: “To maintain the Constitution as it is, and to restore the Union as it was.” Although he attracted large crowds of supporters and became known as the leader of the Copperheads, he was soundly defeated.

Increasingly outspoken as the war continued, Vallandigham became the leader of the antiwar group known as the Sons of Liberty and urged young men to refuse to serve in the Union Army. In a political speech delivered in Ohio in May 1863, he declared that the real reason for the Civil War was not to save the Union but instead to free blacks and enslave whites. The speech infuriated Major General Ambrose Burnside, Union military commander of the Department of the Ohio. He had Vallandigham arrested and tried by a military court on grounds of treason for “declaring sympathies for the enemy.” Vallandigham was sentenced to imprisonment for the remainder of the war. The arrest and trial of a political opponent was a political embarrassment to Lincoln, however. In order to avoid making Vallandigham into a martyr, Lincoln commuted his sentence and exiled him to the Confederacy.

Vallandigham escaped from the Confederacy to Bermuda and then to Ontario, Canada, where he remained until he decided to risk returning in order to participate in the election of 1864. Lincoln chose to ignore Vallandigham’s return. The Democratic Party platform in 1864 contained a demand for the immediate cessation of hostilities and the pursuit of a negotiated settlement of the war, largely as a result of Vallandigham’s efforts. The Union victories of 1864 doomed the Democrats’ chances for winning the presidency and destroyed Vallandigham’s national influence.

Vallandigham thereafter remained active in Democratic Party politics for the rest of his life but was never elected to public office again. He died on June 17, 1871, in Lebanon, Ohio, from an accidental shooting.
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Valley District, Confederate

Confederate military command, part of the larger Department of Northern Virginia, established on October 22, 1861. The Valley District’s first commander was Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, who commanded until September 1862, when Major General D. H. Hill assumed temporary command. Hill was succeeded by Brigadier General William E. Jones, who held the post until May 15, 1863, at which time Major General Isaac R. Trimble assumed command. On July 21, 1863, Trimble was succeeded by Brigadier General John D. Imboden. Imboden remained in charge until December 15, 1863, when command fell to Major General Jubal A. Early. Early held command until March 29, 1865. Major General Lunsford L. Lomax then assumed command and was the district’s last commander before the war ended.

The Valley District saw much military activity, including Jackson’s highly successful Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and the Second Battle of Winchester (June 13–15, 1863), which ended in a Confederate victory. Major General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) unfolded in the district, this time with disastrous results for Confederate forces.
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Val Verde, Battle of

Event Date: February 21, 1862

Engagement during the Confederate invasion of New Mexico (February–July 1862). Confederate officials had been quick to realize the value of westward expansion, for they knew that precious metals and Pacific seaports could prove invaluable for Southern economic growth and stability. The strategic key to this expansion was control of the New Mexico Territory, which despite the departure of the majority of its regular soldiers to points east remained under federal control in early 1861. That summer, Colonel Edward Richard Sprigg Canby, commanding the U.S. Department of New Mexico, moved to reorganize what remained of his command by augmenting his remaining regulars with New Mexico volunteers and local militia units and concentrating his forces at strategic points along the Rio Grande and the western portion of the Santa Fe Trail.

As Canby hastened to secure his department, the 2nd Texas Mounted Rifles under Lieutenant Colonel John Robert Baylor marched from San Antonio, Texas, to El Paso and then on into southern New Mexico. Union attempts in July to turn back the advancing Texans failed, and on August 1 Baylor proclaimed the Confederate Territory of Arizona, which consisted of all of New Mexico south of the 34th Parallel.

As successful as Baylor’s operation was, he did not possess the manpower or the resources to continue the Confederate conquest of New Mexico. That task fell to Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley and his army of 2,515 men—most of whom were Texans—who at the end of January 1862 were encamped just north of Mesilla, the new capital of the Territory of Arizona. Sibley’s objective was to move up the Rio Grande toward Albuquerque and Santa Fe, eliminating Union strongholds along the way. Ultimately Sibley hoped to set the stage for a Confederate invasion of Colorado and the acquisition of its gold and silver mines.

Some 100 miles south of Albuquerque and blocking the path of Sibley’s advance at Fort Craig on the west bank of the Rio Grande were 1,250 Union regulars and 1,350 New Mexico volunteers and militia, including Colonel Christopher “Kit” Carson’s 1st New Mexico Volunteer Regiment. The Confederate presence in southern New Mexico spurred Canby to move his department’s headquarters to the fort, where he oversaw measures to strengthen its defenses in preparation for an imminent attack. As a result of these measures, Union forces were well prepared when Sibley’s troops arrived just south of Fort Craig in mid-February 1862.

Realizing the improbability of taking the garrison by direct assault, on February 16 Sibley tried to lure Canby into a decisive battle in the open. Seeing that the Federals would not immediately comply, Sibley chose instead to cross to the east side of the Rio Grande and position his troops at the Val Verde fords, six miles to the north of Fort Craig.

Although content to maintain the status quo at Fort Craig, Canby nevertheless sent troops to protect the fords. On February 21, Union forces under Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin S. Roberts engaged the vanguard of the Confederate column at Val Verde, thereby triggering the battle that Sibley so desperately wanted. Throughout the morning, Union troops threatened the Confederate left flank as reinforcements arrived to strengthen both commands. Canby arrived on the field in early afternoon, while Sibley, who was ill, turned over command to Colonel Tom Green of the 5th Texas Mounted Volunteers.

After ordering a disastrous lancer charge in the early afternoon, Green decided to focus Confederate efforts on Canby’s supporting artillery. A massed frontal assault against Captain Alexander McRae’s battery on the Union left proved successful, forcing Canby to quit Val Verde and retreat back to the safety of Fort Craig. Confederate casualties by the end of the day numbered 187, while Union losses were 263.

While Sibley could claim a victory, the battle proved costly for the Confederate conquest of New Mexico. Fort Craig and its garrison, although demoralized, remained poised to cut the Confederate lifeline to Texas. Perhaps most importantly, valuable supplies, wagons, and mules had been lost during the days leading up to the engagement. Although Sibley moved on in the coming weeks to capture Albuquerque and Santa Fe, the battle at Val Verde had left its mark on Confederate aspirations for the Southwest.
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Van Brunt, Gershom Jaques

Birth Date: August 28, 1798

Death Date: December 17, 1863

Union naval officer. Born in Monmouth County, New Jersey, on August 28, 1798, Gershom J. Van Brunt received a midshipman’s warrant on January 1, 1818. He served in the West India Squadron fighting piracy in the Caribbean (1823–1824) and was promoted to lieutenant on March 3, 1827, and to commander on May 19, 1846.

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Van Brunt commanded the bomb brig Etna and took part in operations up the Tuxpan River in April 1847. On the departure of most of the U.S. Navy ships, Commodore Matthew C. Perry left Van Brunt in command of the area. Following the U.S. capture of Tabasco on June 16, 1847, Perry placed Van Brunt in command of that port. With U.S. casualties from yellow fever and continued Mexican attacks rising, Perry decided to evacuate Tabasco, which was completed on July 22. Perry then named Van Brunt commanding officer of the port of Frontera. Following the war, Van Brunt was a member of the commission that surveyed the borders of California. Van Brunt was promoted to captain on September 14, 1855.

In May 1861, Van Brunt assumed command of the screw frigate Minnesota in the Atlantic Blockading Squadron. He took part in the operation that captured Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, in August 1861 and then took position in Hampton Roads with that part of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron that became the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Van Brunt was with the Minnesota when it ran aground trying to escape the Confederate ironclad Virginia in the initial day of fighting in the Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862). He vowed to fight his ship to the end and never surrender it. This proved unnecessary with the arrival of the U.S. ironclad Monitor on the evening of March 8 and its assignment to protect the flagship. This decision led to the battle between the Virginia and Monitor on March 9.

Assigned to special duty in August 1862, Van Brunt was promoted to commodore on July 16, 1862. Shifted to the retired list by the end of 1862, he was then awaiting orders. Van Brunt died in Dedham, Massachusetts, on December 17, 1863.
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Vance, Robert Brank

Birth Date: April 24, 1828

Death Date: November 28, 1899

Confederate officer. Robert Brank Vance was born on April 24, 1828, in Buncombe County, North Carolina. His younger brother, Zebulon Baird Vance, was briefly a Confederate Army officer before becoming North Carolina’s governor in 1862. After working as a farmer and in commercial ventures, Robert Vance recruited a home guard unit in early 1861. By the summer of 1861, he was colonel of the 29th North Carolina Infantry Regiment. Eventually the 29th North Carolina was ordered to Tennessee, where it was assigned to protect vital rail lines. In the late winter of 1862, Vance’s regiment was sent to Tennessee’s Cumberland Gap.

After June 1862, when the Confederates had to abandon that position, Vance and his outfit saw skirmishing near Tazewell, Tennessee. Vance participated in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where he took temporary command of a brigade after Brigadier General James Rains was killed in action. Vance performed valiantly but contracted typhoid fever shortly thereafter. He was advanced to brigadier general on March 4, 1863, while he was still on the sick leave.

By the summer of 1863, Vance had received command of a military district in western North Carolina, where he had a largely undistinguished record. On January 14, 1864, as he led his command into eastern Tennessee, a Union cavalry force ambushed his command in an encampment at Crosby’s Creek outside Sevierville, Tennessee. Almost all of Vance’s command was taken prisoner, including Vance himself. He spent almost the entire remainder of the war as a prisoner at Fort Delaware Prison.

Released on March 10, 1865, Vance made his way back home to North Carolina, where he would serve one term in the state legislative assembly. He also served in the U.S. House of Representatives (1873–1885). From 1885 to 1889, he was assistant commissioner of patents for the U.S. government. Vance died on November 28, 1899, in Alexander, North Carolina.
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Vance, Zebulon Baird

Birth Date: May 13, 1830

Death Date: April 14, 1894

Confederate officer and North Carolina governor. Zebulon Baird Vance was born on May 13, 1830, in Buncombe County, North Carolina. He was educated at Washington College (Tennessee) and the University of North Carolina. In 1852 he was admitted to the bar and moved to Asheville, where he became county solicitor. In 1854 Vance was elected to the state legislature, and in 1858 he was elected to the first of two terms in the U.S. House of Representatives.
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Zebulon Vance served as governor of North Carolina during 1862–1865, in which position he actively opposed conscription and came into conflict with the Jefferson Davis administration. (Library of Congress)

When North Carolina left the Union, Vance was approached to become a candidate for the Confederate Congress, but he declined. Instead, he raised a company of infantry on May 4, 1861, becoming its captain. The company became part of the 26th North Carolina Regiment, and in August he was elected its colonel. Vance led his regiment at the Battle of New Bern (March 14, 1862) and during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862).

Vance was elected governor of North Carolina in September 1862 and was reelected in 1864. As governor, he supported not only the Confederate cause but also the rights of North Carolina citizens, frequently bringing him into confrontation with the Jefferson Davis administration. North Carolina supplied more troops to the Confederate war effort than any other state, and Vance strove to maintain and supply them mainly at North Carolina’s expense. He also frequently arranged for overseas purchases of military supplies, often sharing these supplies with neighboring states.

Following the war, Vance was arrested on May 13, 1865, and confined for 47 days in Washington, D.C. He then returned to North Carolina, forming a law partnership in Charlotte. In 1876 Vance was again elected governor of North Carolina, and in 1878 he was elected to the first of three terms in the U.S. Senate, serving until his death in Washington on April 14, 1894.

ROBERT P. BROADWATER

See also

New Bern, Battle of; North Carolina; Seven Days’ Campaign

Further Reading

McKinney, Gordon B. Zeb Vance: North Carolina’s Civil War Governor and Gilded Age Political Leader. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004.

Tucker, Glenn. Zeb Vance: Champion of Personal Freedom. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1965.

_______________________

Van Cleve, Horatio Phillips

Birth Date: November 23, 1809

Death Date: August 24, 1891

Union officer. Born in Princeton, New Jersey, on November 23, 1809, Horatio Phillips Van Cleve attended Princeton University for two years before entering the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, and graduating in 1831. He was then stationed in Michigan, where in 1836 he resigned his commission and settled. Van Cleve took up farming and also worked as a state civil engineer and land surveyor.

By 1861, Van Cleve had moved to Minnesota. On July 22, he took command of the 2nd Minnesota Infantry with the rank of colonel. The regiment was mustered into the U.S. Army at Louisville, Kentucky, in December 1861. Assigned to Brigadier General George H. Thomas’s command, Van Cleve saw action in the Battle of Mill Springs (January 19, 1862). Van Cleve’s gallantry there led to his promotion to brigadier general of volunteers on March 21, 1862.

Van Cleve participated in the advance on and siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862). He led a division in the Army of the Ohio during the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862) and later at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where he was wounded on the first day of fighting.

Despite his wound and the fact that he was the oldest general in what was now called the Army of the Cumberland, Van Cleve returned to active duty in time to lead a division during the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). As with several other Union generals, his reputation was badly damaged by the Union debacle at Chickamauga, and in a reorganization of the army he lost his command. As a result, Van Cleve was reassigned to command the military post at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, which protected the Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad. He remained in middle Tennessee until the end of the war and received a brevet promotion to major general of volunteers.

On August 24, 1865, Van Cleve left the army and resumed farming in Minnesota. He also served as the state’s adjutant general for several years. Van Cleve died in Minneapolis on August 24, 1891.
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Vanderbilt, Cornelius

Birth Date: May 27, 1794

Death Date: January 4, 1877

Shipping and railroad magnate. Cornelius Vanderbilt was born on May 27, 1794, on Staten Island, New York. He obtained little formal schooling and instead helped his father with his small shipping concern. At age 16 Vanderbilt purchased a small sailing vessel and began transporting freight and passengers between Staten Island and New York City. He soon owned a fleet of schooners and personally commanded the largest one.

Vanderbilt profited handsomely during the War of 1812. But in 1818 when the competition from steamboats reduced his trade, he sold his ships and eventually moved to New Brunswick and bought a tavern that his wife operated.

That same year Vanderbilt convinced an associate, Thomas Gibbons, to build a large steamboat, the Bellona. With that, the two men challenged a New York law that had established a monopoly for Robert Fulton when it banned steamboats from other states. In 1823 Vanderbilt designed a steamboat in which he obtained one-third ownership.
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Prominent industrialist Cornelius Vanderbilt strongly supported the Union cause and donated his sidewheel steam yacht, the Vanderbilt, for conversion into a fast Union cruiser to hunt for Confederate commerce raiders. (Library of Congress)

In 1829 Vanderbilt decided to sell the tavern and leave Gibbons. He moved to New York City, began a steamboat trade along the Hudson, and bested his competitors by cutting rates, often igniting prolonged rate wars. By the mid-1840s he had earned $1 million, and the public had taken to calling him “Commodore.”

Shortly after the California Gold Rush in 1849, Vanderbilt began transporting prospectors across Nicaragua from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific Ocean, enabling them to board ships headed for California. His efforts significantly shortened the travel time to California and reduced the cost of passage.

An ardent Unionist, Vanderbilt donated one of his luxury steamboats, the side-wheeler Vanderbilt, to the U.S. Navy. However, in the autumn of 1862 when his company secured a government contract to transport a Union army from New York to New Orleans, his reputation was sullied. The operation was plagued by inadequate numbers of boats and antiquated ships that were barely seaworthy. As a result, the ships were badly overcrowded, leading to poor sanitation and disease among the soldiers. To make matters worse, Vanderbilt’s company had charged the federal government a small fortune. A U.S. Senate investigation resulted in an official censure, although Vanderbilt used his clout and connections to avoid having his name associated with it.

In 1862 Vanderbilt sold his steamboats and entered a new endeavor—railroads—realizing that more money could be made in railroading than in shipping. He soon had taken control of most of the railroads in New York and began branching out into other states. In 1869, work began in New York City on what Vanderbilt considered a monument to himself, Grand Central Station. Four tracks led from the building, whose brick and granite sprawled across five acres along 42nd Street. Vanderbilt financed the project, which cost some $3 million, although the city paid for approaches to it.

Vanderbilt made few philanthropic gifts, although he endowed Vanderbilt University in Tennessee with $1 million from his wealth (which exceeded 100 times that amount). He died on January 4, 1877, in New York City.
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Van Dorn, Earl

Birth Date: September 17, 1820

Death Date: May 7, 1863

Confederate officer. Earl Van Dorn was born near Port Gibson, Mississippi, on September 17, 1820. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1843. Assigned to the 7th U.S. Infantry Regiment, he saw garrison duty at Fort Pike, Louisiana.

Upon the U.S. annexation of Texas in 1845, the 7th Infantry was posted to Fort Brown, near the Mexican border. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Van Dorn saw extensive service, fighting in the Battle of Monterrey, the landing and siege of Veracruz, the Battles of Cerro Gordo and Churubusco, and the fighting for Mexico City, where he was twice wounded. Having been promoted to first lieutenant in March 1847, he was brevetted captain and major.

After the war, Van Dorn served in the West. Promoted to captain in 1855, he was assigned to the elite new 2nd Cavalry Regiment and saw duty on the Texas frontier. He was badly wounded during a raid on a Comanche and Kiowa village in Indian Territory (Oklahoma) in October 1858. Van Dorn was promoted to major in June 1860.
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Major General Earl Van Dorn commanded Confederate forces in the Battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansas, on March 7–8, 1862. The Confederate defeat at Pea Ridge brought Union control of Missouri over the next two years. (Library of Congress)

When his home state of Mississippi seceded from the Union, Van Dorn resigned from the U.S. Army and was appointed a brigadier general of Mississippi state troops. When Jefferson Davis accepted the presidency of the Confederacy, Van Dorn was promoted to major general. Van Dorn soon tired of his state military duties, and on March 16, 1861, he accepted a commission as a colonel in the Confederate Army. He was posted to the Department of Texas to raise a brigade of volunteers. Soon after the beginning of the Civil War, Van Dorn defeated Union forces at Galveston on April 14, 1861, and then moved against remaining U.S. forces at Indianola, forcing them to surrender on April 23.

Van Dorn was promoted to brigadier general on June 5 and to major general on September 19. After a brief stint in the East, he was assigned as commander of the newly created Trans-Mississippi District. Assuming command on January 29, 1862, one of Van Dorn’s first tasks was to mediate a long-running dispute between his two principal subordinates, Brigadier General Ben McCulloch and Major General Sterling Price.

By early 1862, the state of Missouri was nearly entirely in Union hands, and Van Dorn made plans to retake the state for the Confederacy. As he moved north, he was forced to deal with Union forces under Brigadier General Samuel Curtis in Benton County, Arkansas. Although his own forces outnumbered those of his opponent, Van Dorn lost the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862).

Ordered across the Mississippi River, Van Dorn’s forces were once again defeated at the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862) by Union forces under Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans. Van Dorn was forced to undergo a court of inquiry, including a charge of being drunk during the battle, but he was ultimately exonerated. Nonetheless, he was never again trusted with command of an army.

On March 16, 1863, Van Dorn assumed command of the cavalry in the Confederate Army of Tennessee and proved highly effective in leading it in a number of actions with Union forces in middle Tennessee and Mississippi, to include the highly successful raid against the Union supply depot at Holly Springs, Mississippi, in December 1862.

Van Dorn apparently also had a dark side. On May 7, 1863, Dr. George B. Peters burst into Van Dorn’s headquarters near Spring Hill, Tennessee, and shot him in the head, alleging that the general had “violated the sanctity of his home,” meaning that Van Dorn was having an affair with Peters’s wife.
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Van Lew, Elizabeth

Birth Date: October 15, 1818

Death Date: September 25, 1900

Union spy. Elizabeth Van Lew was born in New York City on October 15, 1818 (although sources differ). A prominent Unionist and abolitionist who was educated in Philadelphia, she hid her espionage behind a guileless attachment to the North. Considered eccentric, both for her political views as well as the fact that she had never married, Van Lew accentuated her odd behavior to allay suspicion. She freed the Van Lew slaves when her father died in 1843 and lived in Richmond for most of her adult life, so she knew the city and its people well.

Known as “Crazy Bet” for her odd behavior, Van Lew began spying for the North in the autumn of 1862, following the arrival of Union prisoners at Richmond’s Libby Prison. Van Lew brought incarcerated Union officers food and medicine while passing along intelligence they had gathered since their capture to Major General Benjamin Butler at nearby Fort Monroe, Virginia. From 1862 on, Van Lew utilized all of her own resources and money to attend to Union prisoners and sustain her espionage ring, which would result in financial difficulties for much of her life.

The family’s former slaves, who had stayed on as hired servants, became Van Lew’s couriers. Confederate guards failed to find the secret messages hidden in the false heels of her servants’ muddy shoes or concealed in a hollow egg among a full basket of eggs. One such former slave, Mary Elizabeth Bowser, became a household servant in the home of President Jefferson Davis and reported conversations overheard at President Davis’s dinner parties to Van Lew, who then passed the information to Union commanders. During Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s 1864 campaign against Richmond, Van Lew was in almost daily contact with the Union commander, so much so that flowers from her garden were often on his dinner table. As Union forces moved into Richmond in April 1865, Grant made sure that Van Lew and her family were well protected from potential Confederate retaliation. When the war ended, Grant and numerous other Union commanders who had benefited from her espionage paid personal visits to her home.

Following the war, President Grant appointed Van Lew postmaster of Richmond, an appointment she held from 1869 until 1877. Nevertheless, she was nearly insolvent in the postwar years and struggled constantly to maintain an income. In the late 1870s, she appealed to friends in the North for financial help. A former Union prisoner whom she had helped during the war ultimately provided her with a generous stipend. Despised for her role as a spy, she was rejected by Southern society. Van Lew died in Richmond on September 25, 1900.
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Vaughan, Alfred Jefferson, Jr.

Birth Date: May 10, 1830

Death Date: October 1, 1899

Confederate officer. Alfred Jefferson Vaughan Jr. was born on May 10, 1830, in Dinwiddie County, Virginia. He graduated from the Virginia Military Institute in 1851. Vaughan thereafter worked as a civil engineer before becoming a deputy U.S. surveyor in California. After that, he worked for the Northern Pacific Railroad before becoming a planter in Marshall County, Mississippi.

In early 1861 Vaughan recruited an infantry company, which became part of the 13th Tennessee Infantry Regiment. He initially served as a captain. In June 1861 he was elected lieutenant colonel of the 13th Tennessee. He was promoted to colonel in December. Serving chiefly in the western theater and frequently heading a brigade, Vaughan saw action in a number of battles, including the Battles of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Perryville (October 8, 1862), Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), and Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). On November 18, 1863, he was promoted to brigadier general and led a brigade during the first part of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864).

During a skirmish at Vining’s Station, Georgia, on July 4, 1864, Vaughan was grievously wounded when an exploding artillery shell mangled his left leg, which required complete amputation. Unable to return to duty, he went back to Mississippi and resumed farming. He later moved to Memphis, where he operated a mercantile business. He also served as the clerk of criminal court in Shelby County, Tennessee. Vaughan died on October 1, 1899, in Indianapolis.
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Vaughn, John Crawford

Birth Date: February 24, 1824

Death Date: September 10, 1875

Confederate officer. John Crawford Vaughan was born on February 24, 1824, in Roane County, Tennessee. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served as a captain of Tennessee volunteers. After the war, he became a successful merchant in Tennessee.

Vaughan happened to be visiting Charleston, South Carolina, when the war began with the firing at Fort Sumter. He hurriedly returned to Tennessee, where he raised a regiment in eastern Tennessee, and in June he officially joined the Confederate Army as colonel of the 3rd Tennessee Infantry.

The Confederacy immediately ordered Vaughan to Virginia, where he and his outfit served under the command of Brigadier General Joseph E. Johnston, who was then headquartered near Harpers Ferry. Vaughan subsequently saw action during the First Bull Run Campaign (July 15–21, 1861). In early 1862, he and his men returned to Tennessee. Vaughan was promoted to brigadier general on September 22, 1862, and led a brigade during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), in which he was compelled to surrender to Union forces. He then led a cavalry brigade in southwestern Virginia and eastern Tennessee.

Vaughan’s brigade participated in the Battle of Piedmont (June 24, 1864) in Virginia and the next month took part in Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21, 1864). In Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865), Vaughan was wounded severely in fighting at Martinsburg, West Virginia. After his recovery, he assumed the command of Confederate forces in eastern Tennessee.

When General Robert E. Lee surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia on April 9, 1865, Vaughan linked up with General Joseph Johnston in North Carolina. Vaughan’s brigade escorted Confederate president Jefferson Davis and his entourage as it fled south to escape Union authorities. Vaughan was subsequently captured by Union forces but was paroled in Georgia.

Following the war, Vaughan lived in both Tennessee and Georgia and served a term in the Tennessee Senate. He died near Thomasville, Georgia, on September 10, 1875.
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Vaught’s Hill, Battle of

Event Date: March 20, 1863

Small engagement in middle Tennessee. Also known as the Battle of Milton, the Battle of Vaught’s Hill action took place in Rutherford County in middle Tennessee and followed a Union defeat in the Battle of Thompson’s Station on March 5, 1863. On March 18, 1863, Union colonel Albert S. Hall departed Murfreesboro on a reconnaissance in force with some 1,300 men, consisting of the 101st Ohio, the 105th Indiana, the 80th and 123rd Illinois Infantry, the 1st Tennessee (U.S.) Cavalry, and a battery of the 9th Indiana Artillery. Hall headed northeast. On his return passage to Murfreesboro, on March 20 he encountered Confederate brigadier general John Hunt Morgan’s cavalry division of some 3,500 men. Hall took up position on high ground at Vaught’s Hill, 1 mile west of Milton and some 14 miles from Murfreesboro.

Late that morning, Morgan’s men dismounted and attacked the Union flanks, nearly encircling the defenders. The Union troops were in a strong position protected by large rocks. Using artillery to good effect, they defeated all Confederate assaults, which lasted about three hours, until after 2:00 p.m. Although Morgan continued to shell the Union position, he broke off the engagement upon learning that Union reinforcements were en route. The battle claimed 373 Confederate casualties; Union losses were only 62. Five days later, however, Union forces sustained a major defeat in the Battle of Brentwood.
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Veatch, James Clifford

Birth Date: December 19, 1819

Death Date: December 22, 1895

Union officer. James Clifford Veatch was born on December 19, 1819, in Elizabethtown, Indiana. He studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1840. The next year Veatch began a law practice in Rockport, Indiana, and also became the auditor for Spencer County. Although he was elected to the state legislature in 1861, he never took office. Instead, he accepted an appointment as colonel of the 25th Indiana Infantry on August 19, 1861.

After seeing action at the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862), Veatch received command of the 2nd Brigade, 4th Division, Army of the Tennessee. He led his brigade admirably at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on April 28. After action in and around Corinth, Mississippi, in early January 1863, Veatch took command of the District of Memphis, a post he held for the next year.

On January 24, Veatch took charge of the 4th Division, XVI Corps. He went on to serve during much of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) but was taken ill in July and remained on sick leave until December. He briefly commanded the District of West Tennessee before being transferred to the Department of the Gulf. On February 18, 1865, Veatch was given command of the 1st Division, XIII Corps, Army of the Gulf, and saw action during the Siege of Mobile (March 25–April 12, 1865). He then commanded the District of West Louisiana until mustering out in August 1865.

Brevetted major general of volunteers for his service at Mobile, Veatch resumed his law practice in Rockport, Indiana. He also served as Indiana’s adjutant general and as an internal revenue collector (1870–1883). Veatch died on December 22, 1895, in Rockport.
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Velazquez, Loreta Janeta

Birth Date: June 26, 1842

Death Date: ca. 1897

Alleged Confederate soldier and spy. Born into wealth in Havana, Cuba, on June 26, 1842, Loreta Janeta Velazquez was sent to live with a relative in New Orleans when she was seven years old. In 1856 she refused an arranged marriage and instead eloped with an American army officer identified only as William. When war broke out in 1861, William resigned his U.S. Army commission to join the Confederacy, and Loreta decided to follow him to war.

According to Velazquez, William headed to Pensacola to train Confederate recruits, but while drilling his men, his carbine exploded in his hands, killing him. Desperate with grief, Velazquez headed to the front lines disguised as a male officer, Harry T. Buford. Velazquez’s wartime activities took her all over the South, from Arkansas, where she recruited soldiers, to the battlefields from the First Battle of Bull Run (June 21, 1861) to the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Wounded at Shiloh, Velazquez spent time recovering in an Atlanta hospital. She was arrested twice during the war: once in Richmond for impersonating a male officer and once in New Orleans on suspicion of being a spy.

Velazquez told her version of her exploits in her 1876 memoir The Woman in Battle: A Narrative of the Exploits, Adventures, and Travels of Madame Loreta Janeta Velazquez, Otherwise Known as Lieutenant Harry T. Buford. Velazquez revealed herself as a brash, quick-witted, and unconventional person who clearly chafed against gender restrictions of her time. Her book titillated and shocked audiences with its descriptions of her love affairs with women and men alike. Unlike many other postwar Confederate memoirs that glorified the Confederacy, A Woman in Battle criticized it.

For many decades, Velazquez’s work was considered apocryphal. Contemporary researchers, however, have discovered newspaper articles about her soldiering and arrests during the war, documents in the National Archives that refer to her, and two of her handwritten letters. Many of her detailed descriptions of camp life and events have also been corroborated.

After the war, Velazquez allegedly led a failed expedition of exiled Confederates to Venezuela. She was later involved in lobbying the U.S. government to intervene in Cuba to stop Spanish atrocities there. However, by the mid-1880s, she disappeared from the historical record. It is believed that Velazquez died in 1897. Historians continue to debate the details of her life.
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Vermont

New England state encompassing 9,614 square miles. Vermont, an overwhelmingly rural state at the time of the Civil War, is bordered by Canada to the north, New Hampshire to the east, Massachusetts to the south, and New York to the west. Many parts of Vermont are rugged and mountainous; the Green Mountains that run the length of the western part of the state are the most prominent. Vermont, with an 1860 population of about 315,000 people, was one of the nation’s most sparsely populated states. As such, it had little in the way of an industrial base; its residents were largely small, independent farmers; shopkeepers; and tradesmen of various types. Vermont was—and remains—a major exporter of marble and granite.

Vermont has a reputation for being doggedly independent, and in the years prior to the Civil War, a substantial abolitionist base existed in the state. Vermont overwhelmingly supported Republican Party candidates, and in the 1860 election Vermont gave Abraham Lincoln his largest majority of any state in the Union.

Because of Vermont’s relative isolation and northern locale, it escaped any action during the Civil War with one notable exception: the raid on St. Albans. On October 19, 1864, a group of Confederate raiders, led by Lieutenant Bennett H. Young, launched a daring raid from Canada into Vermont, raiding and robbing three banks in St. Albans. The men escaped with some $200,000 and dashed across the border into Canada. The raiders were subsequently apprehended by Canadian authorities and tried for armed robbery but were released when the war was over.

Because of their Republican Party loyalty and aversion to slavery, the people of Vermont responded enthusiastically to the federal government’s plea for volunteers. All told, Vermont supplied 35,262 troops to the war effort, or more than 10 percent of the state’s entire population. Vermont troops served in 19 regiments, 3 artillery batteries, and 1 independent company during the Civil War. VI Corp’s Vermont Brigade was manned exclusively by Vermont units for the duration of the conflict, which was a relative rarity. Approximately 5,200 Vermonters died in the war of all causes, while another 2,300 were taken prisoner.

Vermont troops distinguished themselves in numerous battles and campaigns, including the Battle of Big Bethel (June 10, 1861) and the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), where Brigadier General George J. Stannard’s 2nd Vermont Brigade helped stymie Major General George Pickett’s charge. At the Battle of Savage Station (June 29, 1862), the 5th Vermont Regiment helped save the day and enabled Union forces to make a credible stand at the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862). At the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864), the 8th Vermont Regiment was decimated, losing 68 percent of its men. Vermont supplied several general officers, including Stannard, Lewis A. Grant, William B. Hazen, Joseph Mower, and William Farrar Smith.
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Vermont, 1st Brigade

See 1st Vermont Brigade

Verot, Jean Pierre Augustin Marcellin

Birth Date: May 23, 1805

Death Date: June 10, 1876

Pro-Confederate Roman Catholic bishop. Jean Pierre Augustin Marcellin Verot was born on May 23, 1805, in LePuy, France, and was ordained a Sulpician priest in 1828. In 1830 he was sent to the United States, where he taught science and mathematics at St. Mary’s College (Baltimore). From 1852 to 1858, he was parish priest in various Maryland parishes.

Verot became bishop of Danaba and vicar apostolic of Florida on April 25, 1858. He did not publicly condemn slavery, although he urged slaveholders not to mistreat their slaves. In the spring of 1861, Verot published a pamphlet in which he condemned the slave trade but supported slave owners’ right to hold slaves. He was arrested while on a trip to Baltimore in the summer of 1861 for disloyalty to the Union but was released in September. The pamphlet that had inflamed Northern passions proved to be a source of considerable comfort for Southern Catholics who supported the Confederate cause.

In the autumn of 1861, Verot was consecrated bishop of Savannah; he continued to exercise jurisdiction over Florida as well. Throughout the war, Verot was an outspoken supporter of the Southern war effort and urged his flock to follow suit. In late 1864 and early 1865, he was outraged by the Union occupation of Savannah, which resulted in much damage to private property, including Catholic churches and cemeteries. In the winter of 1865, he appealed directly to U.S. secretary of war Edwin L. Stanton but received little solace from him.

In the aftermath of the war, Verot worked diligently to repair wartime damages and improve Catholic education in his bishopric. Verot ended his ecclesiastic career as the newly created bishop of St. Augustine, Florida, where he died on June 10, 1876.
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Veteran Reserve Corps

U.S. Volunteers corps reserved for disabled and previously wounded men. The formation of the Veteran Reserve Corps (VRC) by the U.S. War Department in April 1863 gave soldiers who were considered unfit for active duty the chance to remain in the army and released able-bodied men for active duty. The VRC also included men who were fit for only limited service and those who were able to serve only as nurses or clerks. Almost all of the VRC’s service came in garrison, clerical, medical, and guard duties, although a few units saw limited action during the war.

The War Department’s General Order No. 105 of April 28, 1863, created the Invalid Corps, consisting of men rendered unfit for frontline duty because of wounds or sickness. The Invalid Corps troops at first wore a sky blue uniform, but intense dislike of this distinctive garb led to the adoption of the Regular Army uniform in 1864. Still more importantly, the term “Invalid Corps” seriously discouraged enlistments, and so in March 1864 its name was changed to Veteran Reserve Corps.

Ultimately, the VRC was organized into 24 regiments that performed a number of important duties behind the lines. Men of the VRC guarded prisoner-of-war camps, worked with the Provost Marshal’s Bureau to arrest deserters and enforce the draft, escorted drafted men and recruits to the front, guarded railroads, worked as clerks and nurses, and performed numerous other noncombat duties. Perhaps the most celebrated combat service provided by the VRC came during Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early’s Washington Raid (June 28–July 21, 1864), when a VRC unit helped rebuff Early’s advance.

For the entire war, only 16 VRC troops died as a result of battle. More than 60,000 soldiers served in the VRC prior to its disbanding in late 1865. When President Abraham Lincoln’s body lay in state in the Capitol after his assassination, men of the VRC guarded his casket.
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Veterans’ Organizations

After the Civil War, veterans of both armies formed a number of organizations to preserve the comradeship that the men had developed during the conflict and to keep alive the memories of the war. The largest and most important of these was the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), the brainchild of former Union major generals John A. Logan and Richard J. Oglesby and surgeon Benjamin E. Stephenson. The first local post appeared in Illinois in 1866, after which the GAR spread rapidly across the country. Each state was considered a department, and within a state each post was numbered in the order in which it was established. States also elected their own state-level officers and sent delegates to national conventions. All members had to be honorably discharged Union veterans. The GAR’s membership peaked at more than 409,000 in 1890. The GAR also wielded immense political power and helped elect veterans to national political offices. Every president from Ulysses S. Grant to William McKinley made appeal to the GAR to ensure political success.

The GAR promoted fraternal feelings among veterans, aided needy or disabled soldiers and their families by establishing soldiers’ homes, and encouraged Congress to pass a series of increasingly liberal pension laws and other benefits. Among the GAR’s many accomplishments were the establishment of Decoration Day (Memorial Day) as a national holiday, the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance in schools, and the teaching of “loyal” history in public schools. The Women’s Relief Corps, formed in 1883, was the official auxiliary to the GAR, while the Ladies of the GAR was established in 1886.

In the days immediately after President Abraham Lincoln’s April 1865 assassination, a group of Union officers gathered in Philadelphia to form the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States (MOLLUS). The organizers wanted to ensure that a group of veteran officers was ready to help train the army in case of a resumption of the Civil War. Membership was at first restricted to Union officers and their eldest sons. With such restrictions, MOLLUS never became as politically powerful as the much larger GAR but nevertheless continues as a viable organization, now accepting descendants of Union officers. The Dames of the Loyal Legion was formed in 1899 and also remains active.

Other veterans’ group catering to Union soldiers included the Sons of Union Veterans, which is still active today. The Daughters of Union Veterans was founded in 1885. The Union Veteran Legion was formed in Pittsburgh in 1884, limiting its membership to veterans who had enlisted before July 1, 1863, and had either served for at least two years or been discharged for wounds. In 1886 the Union Veterans’ Union was organized in Washington, D.C., accepting veterans who had served at least six months.

The primary Southern veterans’ group was the United Confederate Veterans (UCV), organized in New Orleans in 1889 by the fusion of several independent state organizations. John B. Gordon was chosen as the UCV’s first commander. Each post was called a camp, each of which was numbered in the order formed. At one time there were 1,855 camps, with national conventions beginning in 1890; these conventions ended in 1951, when there were only three members still alive. Along with aiding needy and disabled soldiers and their families, the UCV worked to obtain state pensions for veterans, helped raise money to erect war monuments across the South, established homes for aged members, and worked hard to keep the war’s memory alive. A monthly magazine, Confederate Veteran, became the UCV’s official mouthpiece. The UCV also underwrote the 1899 publication of the 12-volume Confederate Military History.

In 1894, Mrs. C. H. Goodlett of Nashville formed the United Daughters of the Confederacy, which is still going strong. The United Sons of Confederate Veterans was formed in 1896 and remains another Southern heritage group, dedicated to preserving the memory of the South’s sacrifices.
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Veteran Volunteer Corps

Union military organization. By late 1864, there were some 100,000 honorably discharged Union soldiers who were fit for duty but not subject to the draft. Concerned that large numbers of would-be soldiers were going untapped and worried about manpower needs, Secretary of War Edwin L. Stanton decided to form a new organization within the volunteer army, known as the Veteran Volunteer Corps.

On November 28, 1864, Stanton formally established the corps and created special bounties to aid in recruitment. He chose ailing Major General Winfield S. Hancock, commander of II Corps, Army of the Potomac, to head the new corps. By year’s end Hancock had taken the reins of the new organization, but he soon discovered that recruiting among already-discharged veterans would be a daunting task.

Hancock held several major recruitment drives in the early months of 1865, but these were not very successful. Even with generous bounties, recruiting progressed at a glacial pace. The average soldier who chose to reenlist could count on as much as $1,200 per year in pay and bounties. Although this was a large sum of money at the time, there were few takers. When the Veteran Volunteer Corps was terminated on April 30, 1865, only 4,422 veterans had signed on, representing less than 5 percent of those eligible to reenlist.
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Vicksburg, Confederate Army of

Confederate army formed in 1862 to protect the strategic Mississippi River stronghold of Vicksburg, Mississippi, and also called the Army of Mississippi. Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton, a Pennsylvanian by birth and an 1837 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, was appointed to command the Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana by Confederate president Jefferson Davis on October 14, 1862. Pemberton, distrusted for his Northern birth and lack of command experience, proved to be a cautious and often indecisive commander, despite the high hopes entertained by Davis.

The Confederate Army of Vicksburg numbered approximately 43,000 men, drawn extensively from units previously assigned to Major General Earl Van Dorn’s short-lived Army of West Tennessee. The Army of Vicksburg consisted of men and units from Mississippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Arkansas, Missouri, Texas, Maryland, and Virginia. The army contained several elite units, such as Colonel Francis Cockrell’s Missouri Brigade and the 2nd Texas Infantry, but also included multiple elements with poor morale and training. The Army of Vicksburg suffered from chronic infighting among higher-ranking officers.

Pemberton’s command was organized into five divisions, commanded by Major Generals Martin L. Smith, Carter L. Stevenson, John H. Forney, John S. Bowen, and William W. Loring, along with the Vicksburg river battery defenses under Colonel Edward Higgins. The army enjoyed initial success in turning back Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s first advance on Vicksburg in northern Mississippi after Major General Earl Van Dorn’s successful Holly Springs raid on December 20, 1862, and repulsed a Union expedition commanded by Major General William T. Sherman in the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862).

Throughout the winter and early spring of 1863, the army successfully repelled several separate Union thrusts aimed at reducing or bypassing Vicksburg, including the Yazoo Pass Expedition (February–March 1863) and the Steele’s Bayou Expedition (March 14–25, 1863). However, the repeated Union incursions distracted Pemberton from the Louisiana shore below Vicksburg, where Grant transported the majority of his Army of the Tennessee in the early spring of 1863.

On April 30 after a small fleet of gunboats and transports successfully sailed past the Vicksburg batteries, Grant crossed the river and defeated separate detachments of the Army of Vicksburg at the Battle of Port Gibson (May 1, 1863) and the Battle of Raymond (May 12, 1863). Elements of the Army of Vicksburg could not overcome a severe disparity of numbers, as Pemberton repeatedly failed to unite his scattered forces with those forming under the command of his immediate superior, General Joseph E. Johnston. Johnston, the commander of the Confederate Department of the West, abandoned the Mississippi state capital of Jackson after a small engagement on May 14 and retreated to the northeast, away from both Vicksburg and Pemberton’s forces.

While attempting to march northeast to unite with Johnston, Pemberton led 23,000 men of the army into a collision with some 32,000 men under Grant, resulting in the savage Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863) in which Pemberton’s force barely escaped destruction. During the battle, constant bickering between Pemberton and his subordinates led to Major Generals John S. Bowen and William W. Loring being slow to act upon orders, and Loring’s division was cut off in the retreat and eventually joined Johnston’s forces.

Following Champion Hill, Pemberton’s army was humiliated at the First Battle of Big Black River (May 17, 1863) and retreated into the massive defenses of Vicksburg. Reinforced by two fresh divisions and entrenched behind earthworks, the men’s spirits revived temporarily, and the Army of Vicksburg successfully repelled two Union assaults on the works, with heavy losses for the attackers. Now trapped in Vicksburg, however, the army endured 47 days of siege until Pemberton formally surrendered the garrison on July 4, 1863.

During the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), the Confederate Army of Vicksburg suffered 1,260 killed, 3,572 wounded, and 4,227 captured, along with 29,491 more men surrendered at the close of the siege. The army also surrendered substantial stocks of armaments and munitions to Grant’s victorious Army of the Tennessee, including 172 artillery pieces, 38,000 artillery shells, 58,000 pounds of gunpowder, 50,000 small arms, 600,000 rounds of ammunition, and 350,000 percussion caps. Grant paroled the men of the Army of Vicksburg, and many of them fought in later Civil War battles.
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Vicksburg, Mississippi, Farragut’s Passage of

Event Date: June 28, 1862

Union naval operation in the Mississippi River. Under orders from U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles and Assistant Secretary Gustavus V. Fox and with President Abraham Lincoln’s express demand that the Mississippi River be cleared, in late June 1862 West Gulf Blockading Squadron commander Flag Officer David G. Farragut made yet another attempt against Vicksburg, this time in conjunction with Flag Officer Charles H. Davis’s Mississippi River flotilla, proceeding down the Mississippi from the north. This time also, Farragut brought along Captain David D. Porter’s flotilla of 12 mortar boats, recalled from Ship Island.

Commanding about 3,000 men, U.S. Army brigadier general Thomas Williams was then supervising the digging of a canal across the mile-wide peninsula formed by the U-shaped bend in the river on which Vicksburg was located. The hope was that once completed, this canal from Young’s Point would cause the Mississippi to bypass Vicksburg beyond range of many of its land batteries. To assist Farragut’s passage, Williams positioned an artillery battery on the riverbank opposite the main Confederate upper forts in the hopes of distracting these during Farragut’s passage.

With the mortar flotilla positioned on both sides of the river, the Union ships began their passage at 4:00 a.m. on June 28. The squadron included the steam sloops Richmond, Hartford, and Brooklyn and the gunboats Oneida, Iroquois, Wissahickon, Sciota, Winona, Pinola, Octorara, Westfield, Clifton, Jackson, Harriet Lane, Owasco, Kennebec, and Katahdin. Fire was opened almost immediately, and a three-mile-long exchange between the ships and the Confederate batteries on the bluffs and along the riverbank ensued. The Union army’s land batteries actually accomplished little against the Confederate artillery on the high bluffs, which could carry out plunging fire. One Union soldier was killed in the exchange of fire.

By 6:00 a.m., the first of Farragut’s ships had passed through the gauntlet of Confederate fire to join Lieutenant Colonel Alfred W. Ellet’s Ram Fleet, the leading element of Davis’s flotilla that had come downriver from Memphis, Tennessee. The sloop Brooklyn and the accompanying gunboats Kennebec and Katahdin did not pass through, however. Captain Thomas Craven explained to Farragut that his ship had dueled with the shore batteries for two and a half hours but had been unable to silence the guns on the bluffs and that he assumed he had the discretionary authority under Farragut’s orders to withdraw. Farragut censured Craven for his decision, and Craven asked to be detached from his command to plead his case in Washington, which was granted.

Farragut had not lost a ship, but his squadron did sustain some damage, and the operation claimed some 10 killed and 30 wounded; Porter’s mortar flotilla suffered 8 killed and 10–12 wounded. Although Farragut reported that his ships had for a time largely silenced the Confederate guns, in fact the Vicksburg defenses were largely undamaged. Brigadier General Martin L. Smith reported from Vicksburg that not a single Confederate gun had been lost in the exchange.

While Farragut’s dash past Vicksburg proved that the Union ships could pass back and forth at relatively little cost, he was now more convinced than ever that taking Vicksburg was a matter for ground troops. That same day he sent a message to Major General Henry W. Halleck at Corinth via Lieutenant Colonel Ellet informing the Union theater commander that while he was now above Vicksburg with most of his ships, the Confederates had some 8,000–10,000 ground troops in place, a force sufficient to prevent the relatively small number of Union troops from landing. Farragut’s request did not seem unreasonable, given that Halleck commanded some 120,000 men, but Halleck replied that he had no men available to send. Taking the Confederate Gibraltar would have to wait for a more aggressive Union land commander.
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Vicksburg, Mississippi, Porter’s Passage of

Event Date: April 16, 1863

Union naval operation in the Mississippi River. By late March 1863, Major General Ulysses S. Grant, commanding the U.S. Army of the Tennessee, and Rear Admiral David D. Porter, commanding the U.S. Navy Mississippi Squadron, had attempted several different operations to capture the Confederate bastion of Vicksburg, Mississippi. None had been successful.

At the end of March, Grant met with Brigadier General William T. Sherman and Porter aboard the latter’s headquarters steamer, the ironclad Benton, at Milliken’s Bend to consider options. With the end of winter, new land options were possible, including an earlier plan now made feasible by the receding river. This involved marching Union troops down the Louisiana (western) side of the Mississippi south of Vicksburg to New Carthage. Porter’s ships would then run past Vicksburg to ferry Grant’s men across the river to Grand Gulf on the Mississippi side and approach Vicksburg from the south. The plan was fraught with risk, but Grant was determined to try.

On March 29, Grant left his base and began moving his troops south down the Louisiana shore. It was difficult going. With many areas still flooded, the men laid log roads for the wagon trains.

Meanwhile, Porter prepared his ships for the dangerous run past the Vicksburg batteries. His crews piled logs and hay bales around their ships’ vitals. For additional protection, each ship had a coal barge lashed to its side. Porter ordered that the individual ships proceed 50 yards apart with no lights showing and with gun ports covered until ready to fire. To muffle sound, when the ships approached the Vicksburg batteries, exhausts were to be vented into the paddle wheels. Should a vessel become disabled, it was to be scuttled and destroyed.

The squadron got under way at 7:00 p.m. on April 16, with Grant observing the scene from a navy tug. The flagship Benton led, with the tug Ivy lashed to its side. The ironclad Lafayette followed with the gunboat General Price alongside, which was then followed by the ironclads Louisville, Mound City, Pittsburg, and Carondelet; three army transports; and the side-wheeler ironclad Tuscumbia, which had been placed in the van to make certain the army transports continued on course.

For a time it looked as if the ships might make it through unscathed, but Confederate pickets gave the alarm, and soon prepared bonfires were blazing on shore. To provide additional illumination, the Confederates also fired some houses on the Louisiana shore, despite the presence there of Union troops. When the shore batteries opened up at 11:16 p.m., the Union ships replied, maintaining a fierce fire. Two of the transports did attempt to return upriver, but the Tuscumbia blocked them. Although all Union ships were struck, some half a dozen or more times, only the transport Henry Clay sustained fatal injury. Soon a blazing wreck, it drifted downriver before sinking. Surprisingly, all its crew members were saved. The Lafayette was also hard hit, but the Tuscumbia took it in tow. Remarkably, in an action extending over two and a half hours, the total Union toll was only 12 men wounded. In the exchange, the city of Vicksburg sustained damage and one Confederate gun burst, killing two men and wounding another six.

One by one, the Union ships arrived at New Carthage, Louisiana. Other Union ships subsequently also made the passage. A few days later, six transports with barges loaded with supplies floated past Vicksburg, and only one, the Tygress, was lost. With New Carthage proving to be untenable, Grant consolidated his forces at Hard Times, Louisiana. Porter and Grant hoped to cross at Grand Gulf on the east bank, 25 miles south of Vicksburg, and Porter now prepared to attack the Confederate defenses there.
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Vicksburg Campaign, First

Start Date: October 16, 1862

End Date: December 29, 1862

First Union effort to secure Vicksburg, Mississippi. Vicksburg is located in western Mississippi on the Mississippi River. In June 1862, Vicksburg became the last major fortification (apart from Port Hudson) on the Mississippi blocking the Union from free movement up or down the river. Vicksburg was situated on a bend in the river on the first high ground along the river south of Memphis. The town’s bluffs allowed its artillery to control the river below. Because most of the prewar commerce west of the Appalachian Mountains, north to the Canadian border, and west to Idaho had flowed past where Vicksburg’s batteries now stood, capturing Vicksburg was also of great economic importance to the Union. After the capture of New Orleans, Louisiana, on April 29, and the Battle of Memphis (June 6, 1862) in Tennessee, the Confederates controlled the Mississippi River only between Vicksburg, Mississippi, on the north and Port Hudson, Louisiana, 100 miles to the south. Of the two, Vicksburg had by far the stronger fortifications. After Captain David G. Farragut captured New Orleans, he sailed up the Mississippi with a 1,500-man landing force to demand the surrender of Vicksburg. The garrison was far too strong for Farragut to land his force, however, so he returned to New Orleans. Returning in late June, Farragut bombarded Vicksburg, running his fleet past the fortification’s guns. Staying upriver of the city, he continued to shell the fortifications throughout July before giving up, for the time being, and steaming downriver.

During the summer of 1862, operations in Mississippi took second priority to the campaign in middle Tennessee and Kentucky. Subsequently, both sides reshuffled commanders in the region, and by October the situation presaged the resumption of active operations. Washington officially assigned Major General Ulysses S. Grant to command the Army and Department of the Tennessee, headquartered in Memphis, with the clear understanding that Vicksburg was his objective. That same month Confederate lieutenant general John C. Pemberton took command of the troops charged with defending Vicksburg.

A tangle of rivers and bayous north of Vicksburg made approach difficult from that direction. However, rails and the trains they carried ran east from the city and west from a point just across the river. The Confederates ferried materials across the river at Vicksburg, thus connecting the entire South. Grant believed that if Vicksburg fell into Union hands, the rest of the river would too.

The logical option was to attack the river fortress from the rear by land or destroy its protecting army before it could retreat back into the city’s defenses. This was the course Grant chose, with the Mississippi Central Railroad as his supply line. Concentrating the commands of Major Generals James B. McPherson and Charles S. Hamilton, 31,000 men in all, at Grand Junction, Tennessee, in early November, Grant prepared to proceed south along the Mississippi Central, while Major General William T. Sherman was to advance from Memphis.

After waiting several weeks for the arrival of reinforcements from the North, Grant began his southward advance in late November, with Sherman moving simultaneously. Pemberton’s army, about 33,000 strong, was at Holly Springs, Mississippi, 25 miles south of Grand Junction, but abandoned it in the face of Grant’s and Sherman’s advance, falling back 15 miles to a position on the south bank of the Tallahatchie River. Grant occupied Holly Springs and pressed on. When Grant reached the Tallahatchie, he discovered the river running high, the railroad bridge destroyed, and Pemberton in fortifications on the south side of the river. Grant’s cavalry now found a usable ford upstream, and Pemberton retreated. Grant pursued and by December 5 had linked up with Sherman and was in Oxford, Mississippi, having advanced almost 60 miles in a week.

Despite his success thus far, Grant now felt compelled to change his plan of campaign. He had not defeated Pemberton’s elusive army, despite penetrating so far into enemy territory that it was impractical for the time being to stretch his supply line any farther. He had also learned that Major General John A. McClernand, a prominent politician before the war, had inveigled President Abraham Lincoln into granting him a vague authorization to lead an independent campaign within Grant’s department down the Mississippi River to take Vicksburg. McClernand, whom Grant distrusted, was then on leave in Illinois. Because of both the operational situation in northern Mississippi and the threat of McClernand’s impending arrival in the department, Grant decided to send Sherman back to Memphis, where he would find additional volunteer units recently arrived from the North and with this augmented force of about 32,000 men proceed down the Mississippi by steamboat. Arriving at the mouth of the Yazoo just above Vicksburg, Sherman would find a way out of the low bottomland along the river and up onto the plateau on the southeast bank of the Yazoo, from which it should be possible to attack the city. With luck, Sherman should find Vicksburg lightly defended, since Pemberton’s army would be busy opposing Grant’s continued advance in northern Mississippi. Sherman set out for Memphis on December 9.

Meanwhile, the Confederates were worried about the safety of the Mississippi River. On November 24, President Jefferson Davis placed General Joseph E. Johnston in command of all Confederate troops between the Appalachian Mountains and the Mississippi. Davis hoped that Johnston would coordinate Pemberton’s army with that of General Braxton Bragg, then at Murfreesboro, Tennessee. To Davis’s dismay, however, Johnston did not exercise the command in the way Davis thought proper. The Confederate president, whose own plantation lay a few miles south of Vicksburg, believed that Pemberton should be reinforced in order to confront Grant. Johnston agreed with Bragg that the Union offensive could be defeated by cavalry raids against its supply lines. Dissatisfied, Davis decided on December 8 to make an inspection tour of the western theater. He was in Murfreesboro on December 13 and reviewed Bragg’s army. Before leaving Tennessee for Mississippi, Davis gave orders for Bragg to send 10,000 men to Pemberton. On December 21, Davis visited Vicksburg before heading back to Richmond.

Already the cavalry raids that Davis had thought inadequate to stop Grant were beginning to produce results. On December 11, Confederate brigadier general Nathan Bedford Forrest left Columbia, Tennessee, with 2,500 cavalry. He successfully destroyed the railroad—Grant’s line of supply—between Jackson, Tennessee, and Columbus, Kentucky, losing fewer than 400 men during the entire raid that ended on January 3, 1863.

On December 20, 1862, Confederate major general Earl Van Dorn struck Grant’s large supply base at Holly Springs with 3,500 cavalry, capturing the entire unprepared 1,500-man garrison under Colonel Robert C. Murphy. Van Dorn’s men burned $1.5 million worth of supplies. The two cavalry raids completely cut off Grant’s communications for more than a week, and it took another week before food and fodder were supplied by rail. Without a supply line, Grant had to withdraw from Mississippi.

Sherman received a vague report of the disaster at Holly Springs as he was setting off from Memphis with his army in a flotilla of steamboats. He did not, however, know the seriousness of the loss or the fact that Grant was turning back. Sherman continued to Vicksburg, arriving at the mouth of the Yazoo River on December 26. Getting onto the plateau behind Vicksburg turned out to be much more difficult than anticipated. Sherman’s troops had to cross the bottomland of Chickasaw Bayou, difficult terrain that channeled the Union attackers into relatively narrow corridors of dry land that the Confederates, from strong positions on the bluffs to the south, could sweep with deadly firepower. When Sherman advanced on December 29 the attempt failed, at a cost of 1,776 Union casualties to only a handful of Confederate losses. Sherman subsequently withdrew. Pemberton, who had been able to shift troops from central Mississippi after the retreat of Grant’s column, had not needed the 10,000 men Davis had ordered from Bragg.

The First Vicksburg Campaign convinced Grant that a railroad was a poor supply line for an army deep in enemy territory and helped convince him to make the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) a river-borne operation. At the same time, Sherman’s check at Chickasaw Bayou demonstrated that some other way must be found for reaching the plateau behind Vicksburg. The Confederates, after their success in the First Vicksburg Campaign, made no adjustments to the dysfunctional command relationship that existed among Davis, Johnston, and Pemberton.

RICK GRISET AND STEVEN E. WOODWORTH
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Vicksburg Campaign, Second

Start Date: April 1, 1863

End Date: July 4, 1863

Successful Union operation to capture Vicksburg, Mississippi. Vicksburg is located on steep bluffs overlooking the east bank of the Mississippi River, and during the Civil War the city represented the most defensible point on the river south of Memphis. Control of the river was highly desirable for the Union, both to cut off most of the Confederacy from supplies in the Trans-Mississippi West and to provide another outlet for the flow of commerce from the midwestern states to bind them firmly to the Union cause.
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Photograph of Vicksburg during the siege of April 1–July 4, 1863. Note the caves dug in the hillside to provide protection from Union shelling. (Library of Congress)
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Following the fall of New Orleans to Union forces in April 1862 and then the fall of Memphis in June, Vicksburg was the last remaining Confederate stronghold on the river. The Confederate acquisition that summer of a subsidiary fortification on the river at Port Hudson, Louisiana, gave the Confederacy control of the 150-mile stretch of river between the two posts, including the mouth of the Red River, the conduit of supplies from the Trans-Mississippi West.

Union naval forces, both river gunboats descending the Mississippi and a seagoing squadron that had ascended from the Gulf of Mexico, reached Vicksburg in the summer of 1862 and bombarded the town but, having only a single brigade of ground troops available, could not take it.

That autumn, Confederate president Jefferson Davis appointed Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton commander of the forces defending Mississippi, and Pemberton was soon tested when Major General Ulysses S. Grant launched a two-pronged campaign against Vicksburg. Beginning from western Tennessee in November, Grant led a force down the Mississippi Central Railroad deep into the northern part of the state. While most of Pemberton’s field force was slowly falling back in front of Grant, Grant launched a river-borne expedition under his trusted lieutenant, Major General William T. Sherman, to land at the mouth of the Yazoo River, just above Vicksburg, and take the town by direct assault. On December 21, however, Confederate cavalry cut Grant’s supply line and destroyed his supply depot at Holly Springs, Mississippi, forcing his retreat. Pemberton began shifting troops to face Sherman near Vicksburg and eight days later soundly repulsed Sherman at the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862).

Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863)






	 
	Union
	Confederacy



	Force strength, approximate
	77,000
	33,000



	Killed, wounded, or captured
	  4,385
	32,697




The failure of the First Vicksburg Campaign demonstrated that the town could not be stormed from the river bottoms directly north of it and could be attacked only from the plateau to the east. Yet any attempt to reach that plateau through the interior of Mississippi was doomed by a long and vulnerable supply line. Therefore, Grant established his army in camps strung out along the west bank of the Mississippi opposite and above Vicksburg. During the winter and early spring of 1863, he tried a succession of schemes aimed at inserting his transports and the cooperating Mississippi Squadron under Rear Admiral David D. Porter into the Yazoo River above Vicksburg or into the Mississippi below the town. Either stretch of river would afford the access that Grant needed to the plateau behind Vicksburg. Yet the various operations, aimed at using obscure waterways and channels through swamps, all came to naught, mostly because of the difficult terrain.

In April, Grant decided to reach the Mississippi below Vicksburg by marching his army through the swamps along the west bank and having the gunboats and transports run directly past the Vicksburg batteries. On April 16 and 22 they did so, with some slight loss to the transports but with overall success. To divert Confederate attention from his river crossing, Grant sent Colonel Benjamin Grierson on a cavalry raid through the heart of Mississippi. Leaving LaGrange, Tennessee, on April 17, Grierson and his raiders tore up railroad track, destroyed valuable stores, captured and paroled some 500 Confederates, and thoroughly occupied numerous Confederate commands. The raid lasted 16 days and covered some 600 miles, at a loss to Grierson of fewer than 20 men, before it terminated upon reaching Union lines at Baton Rouge on May 2.

On April 29, Grant’s troops landed at Bruinsburg on the east bank of the Mississippi below Vicksburg and marched inland. Before dawn on May 1, they encountered Confederates at Port Gibson. The smaller Confederate force used a network of deep ravines that laced the plateau to fight an all-day delaying action, but by nightfall Grant had driven them from the field and forced the Confederates to withdraw from the nearby river port of Grand Gulf, Mississippi, which he could then use as a conduit for supplies.

Grant moved inland so as to approach Vicksburg from better terrain, and Pemberton directed Brigadier General John Gregg, commanding a brigade in Jackson, to strike at the Union flank. On May 12, Gregg’s stroke mistakenly fell directly on the head of one of Grant’s three corps columns. The resulting Battle of Raymond (May 12, 1863) gave Grant his second victory of the campaign. Alerted to the threat from Jackson, Grant moved to neutralize it, taking the Mississippi capital after a sharp but short fight on May 14. Confederate general Joseph Johnston, sent by President Jefferson Davis to supervise Pemberton and the efforts to resist Grant’s offensive, had just arrived in Jackson and withdrew northward with the capital’s reinforced garrison.

Leaving one corps behind for a day to destroy Jackson’s military-industrial and communications capacity, Grant turned his other two corps westward toward Vicksburg. An intercepted message from Johnston to Pemberton revealed that Johnston had ordered the Vicksburg commander to march east and join him in an attack on Grant. To forestall this, Grant moved rapidly and on May 16 caught Pemberton at Champion Hill. Misapprehending Grant’s orders, XIII Corps commander Major General John McClernand held his force out of the battle, leaving XVII Corps to face Pemberton with roughly equal numbers. In a fierce fight that was the climax of the campaign, Grant prevailed, sending Pemberton in headlong retreat back toward Vicksburg. Grant pursued the next morning and routed a force of several divisions left by Pemberton to hold a bridgehead over the Big Black River. By May 18, Grant’s army was taking up positions facing the eastern defenses of Vicksburg proper and had reestablished contact with Union ships in the Mississippi above Vicksburg, greatly shortening the Union supply line.

Eager to take the city before the summer’s sickly season or any Confederate relieving force could intervene, Grant ordered an assault for May 19, but even here, on the plateau on which Vicksburg was situated, the terrain proved to be treacherous. Union troops advancing through a tangle of deep ravines became disorganized and were able to strike the Confederate defenses in only a few places, where they were easily repulsed. Three days later, Grant tried again. With more thorough preparation and knowledge of the ground, his troops struck hard at the Confederate defenses, but again these proved too strong. The attack was a bloody failure.

Undeterred, Grant laid siege to Vicksburg. For the next six weeks, his lines worked closer and closer to the Confederate fortifications, with the attackers digging their own zigzag trenches toward the Confederate works under the cover of fascines and sap rollers. On two occasions Grant’s men tunneled under Confederate forts and blasted them skyward with large charges of gunpowder. Neither mine, however, produced a breakthrough. On July 3, 1863, with food running low inside Vicksburg, Union shelling of the city, and Grant’s troops obviously nearing a position from which they could launch an irresistible final attack well supported by the U.S. Navy in the river, Pemberton asked for terms of surrender. Grant agreed to parole the garrison, and on the following day the surrender was consummated. The Union forces took 31,600 officers and men, along with 172 cannon and 60,000 small arms, including a considerable number of modern Enfield rifles imported from Britain. Five days later as a direct result of Vicksburg’s fall, Port Hudson surrendered.

STEVEN E. WOODWORTH

See also

Big Black River, First Battle of; Champion Hill, Battle of; Chickasaw Bluffs, Battle of; Grant, Ulysses Simpson; Gregg, John; Holly Springs, Mississippi, Raid on; Jackson, Mississippi, Siege of; Johnston, Joseph Eggleston; McClernand, John Alexander; Pemberton, John Clifford; Porter, David Dixon; Port Gibson, Battle of; Port Hudson, Louisiana, Action at; Raymond, Battle of; Sherman, William Tecumseh; Vicksburg Campaign, First

Further Reading

Ballard, Michael B. Vicksburg: The Campaign That Opened the Mississippi. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004.

Bearss, Edwin Cole. The Campaign for Vicksburg. 3 vols. Dayton, OH: Morningside, 1985–1986.

Shea, William L., and Terrence J. Winschel. Vicksburg Is the Key: The Struggle for the Mississippi River. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2003.

_______________________

Victor, Orville James

Birth Date: October 23, 1827

Death Date: March 14, 1910

Noted editor, writer, and historian. James Orville Victor was born on October 23, 1827, in Sandusky, Ohio. He became interested in writing as a young man. Victor worked for several northern Ohio newspapers before moving to New York City in the mid-1850s.

In the early months of 1861, Victor took an editing position with Beadle and Adams, a popular publishing house that would become well known for its dime novels. He edited various Beadle and Adams publications and wrote numerous books and articles himself, including a small booklet titled The American Rebellion, which explained the Civil War to British readers. A series of articles on U.S. conspiracies that Victor wrote were gathered into a book and published in 1863 as History of American Conspiracies, which became very popular.

As the Civil War progressed, Victor edited or wrote a number of short biographies on U.S. military and civilian leaders that sold quite well. Some of his writing appeared under the pseudonym Louis LeGrand, such as the biography of Major General George B. McClellan in 1862. Two years later, Victor produced a biography of Abraham Lincoln that was generally well received and widely read. In 1861 Victor and J. D. Torrey began to compile an extensive history of the Civil War. The work was published in four volumes beginning in 1866. For many years, this work was used extensively by historians because each volume featured a full chronology of events.

After the war Victor continued to write and publish on his own, but he became widely known as the driving force behind dime novels, which proliferated in the years after 1865. Victor died on March 14, 1910, in Bergen County, New Jersey.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Villard, Henry

Birth Date: April 10, 1835

Death Date: November 12, 1900

U.S. journalist and war correspondent. Henry Villard was born Ferdinand Heinrich Gustav Hilgard on April 10, 1835, in Speyer, Bavaria. He assumed his Anglicized name when he immigrated to the United States in 1853. Villard eventually settled in Illinois and in 1858 became a special correspondent for a German-language newspaper. That same year he covered the Lincoln-Douglas Debates, which earned him the attention of the editors at the Cincinnati Commercial. He became a reporter for the Commercial and covered the 1860 Republican National Convention in Chicago. After Abraham Lincoln won the presidency in November 1860, Villard was hired by the New York Herald to cover Lincoln before he left for Washington.

In the spring of 1861, Villard was dispatched to Washington, D.C. He was on hand for the first military engagements of the Civil War, including the Battle of Blackburn’s Ford (July 18, 1861), and wrote the first news story on the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). His editors then sent him to the western theater, where he covered engagements and other events in Tennessee and Kentucky, including the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862).

In the early summer of 1862, Villard joined the reporting staff of the New York Tribune and reported on the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). That November, he became the Tribune’s head correspondent covering the Army of the Potomac. After reporting on the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), he went to South Carolina and covered Union operations against Charleston in the summer of 1863. Villard next reported on the Battles of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863). After taking ill, he gave up field reporting to return to Washington, D.C.

Shortly thereafter, Villard cofounded an independent news service headquartered in Washington and became briefly entangled in the Gold Hoax (May 1864). Detained for two days as a possible suspect, he continued to serve as an independent reporter after his name had been cleared. Near the end of the war, he rejoined the Tribune’s reporting staff. Villard remained with the Tribune until 1868, at which time he became an independent journalist.

Villard won kudos for his coverage of the Franco-Prussian War (1870–1871) before leaving journalism to become secretary of the American Social Science Association. He later became involved in the railroad industry and served as president of the Northern Pacific Railroad. In 1881 he became part owner of the New York Evening Post. In the late 1880s, he invested heavily in the Edison Electric Company and amassed a considerable fortune. Villard died on November 12, 1900, in Dobbs Ferry, New York.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Villepigue, John Bordenave

Birth Date: July 2, 1830

Death Date: November 9, 1862

Confederate officer. John Bordenave Villepigue was born on July 2, 1830, in Camden, South Carolina. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1854. Commissioned in the Dragoons, Villepigue was posted mainly in the West, winning promotion to first lieutenant in 1857 before resigning on March 31, 1861, to take a commission as a captain of artillery in the Confederate Army.

Several weeks later, Villepigue was dispatched to Pensacola, Florida, where he helped man the defenses. In September 1861, he was advanced to lieutenant colonel and was given charge of the 1st Georgia Battalion. His responsibility was to defend Fort McRee at the mouth of the Pensacola Harbor. In November 1861 he supervised a two-day artillery battle with Union-held Fort Pickens and Union warships, during the course of which he was wounded.

In January 1862, the 1st Georgia Battalion became the 36th Georgia Infantry Regiment, with Villepigue as its colonel. He served on General Braxton Bragg’s staff and was subsequently transferred to Mobile, Alabama, Villepigue was advanced to brigadier general on March 13, 1862. Twelve days later he was named commander of Fort Pillow, Tennessee, but was ordered to abandon that post on June 4, following the Union capture of Corinth, which left Fort Pillow outflanked.

Villepigue received command of the 2nd Brigade in the 1st Division of Major General Earl Van Dorn’s Army of West Tennessee. After taking part in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), Villepigue assumed command at Port Hudson, Louisiana, where he fell ill. He died there, probably of yellow fever, on November 9, 1862.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Vincent, Strong

Birth Date: June 17, 1837

Death Date: July 7, 1863

Union officer. Strong Vincent was born in Waterford, Pennsylvania, on June 17, 1837. He was educated locally before enrolling at Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut, in 1854. Because of an incident in which he defended the honor of the woman he was seeing, Vincent transferred to Harvard College, graduating in the class of 1859. He then returned to Erie, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in December 1860.

In April 1861, Vincent answered the initial call from Washington for soldiers and enlisted in the army for three months. Commissioned a first lieutenant, he initially served in the Erie Regiment of militia, which, although organized at a Pittsburgh camp, was never accepted for federal service.

Vincent then joined the 83rd Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry Regiment on a three-year enlistment as a lieutenant colonel. The 83rd Pennsylvania moved to the Washington, D.C., area and was assigned to a brigade that eventually became the 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, V Corps, Army of the Potomac. Vincent participated in the Battle of Hanover Court House (May 27, 1862) but contracted malaria in the swampy terrain around the Chickahominy River. Sent home to recuperate, he returned to the army in early October 1862. Vincent was promoted to colonel to date from June 27, at which time the 83rd Pennsylvania’s original commander had been killed in battle.

Vincent directed the regiment during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), engagements in which the regiment was not heavily involved. Later in May 1863 he took command of the brigade, which now consisted of the 16th Michigan, the 20th Maine, the 44th New York, and the 83rd Pennsylvania.

During the initial stages of the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), Vincent so ably directed his brigade in support of Union cavalry at the Battle of Middleburg (June 17–19, 1863) that V Corps commander Major General George G. Meade remarked that if Vincent were a brigadier general, he would be in command of a division.

During the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Vincent earned renown. As the fighting commenced on the Union left flank, V Corps moved in to support III Corps. Vincent’s men were moving up toward the Wheatfield when he intercepted a staff officer looking for the division commander. When Vincent ascertained the nature of the order, he took the responsibility of taking his brigade to Little Round Top, a key hill unoccupied by Union troops that, if taken by the Confederates, would enable them to flank the Union line. He deployed his men just minutes before they came under attack by Confederate troops. Although hard-pressed, Vincent’s men held and saved the hill, and perhaps the battle. During the fighting, Vincent was hit in the groin. The wound proved fatal, and Vincent died in a field hospital on July 7, 1863, having been promoted to brigadier general of volunteers in consequence of his leadership.

RICHARD A. SAUERS
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Vining’s Station, Georgia, Engagement at

Event Date: July 4, 1864

Skirmish during Union major general William T. Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). By July 3, 1864, Sherman’s army group was only 15 miles north of Atlanta. That day, Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee, with 65,000 men, withdrew from Marietta toward the Chattahoochee River, 6 miles south, followed by Sherman’s Union force of almost 100,000 men. On the north bank of the river, Johnston deployed his troops behind prepared works. His right was adjacent to Smyrna, and his left was not far above the Western & Atlantic Railroad depot at Vining’s Station.

Sherman had intended to attack Johnston’s right flank as he crossed the river, but he changed his plans. On July 4, he sent Major General Oliver O. Howard’s IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, down the railroad against Lieutenant General William J. Hardee’s corps. Simultaneously, Sherman ordered Major General Grenville M. Dodge’s XVI Corps, Army of the Tennessee, to menace the Confederate left near the river.

As Howard advanced, he discovered that a formidable line of defensive works confronted him. Unable to convince Sherman to modify his plans, Howard sent Major General David S. Stanley’s division against the Confederate defenders. Colonel William Grose’s brigade, leading the attack, captured a line of skirmishers’ rifle pits under fire. But although Howard reinforced Stanley with two divisions, he could not carry the main Confederate position. Dodge’s movement proved to be more successful. At daybreak on July 4, his XVI Corps charged into Confederate works manned by Lieutenant General John B. Hood’s soldiers. Meeting intense resistance on the far left from the division of Brigadier General William H. Jackson and the Georgia militiamen under Major General Gustavus W. Smith, the Federals fell back in disorder. However, the bulk of Dodge’s XVI Corps, aided by divisions from XV and XVII Corps, secured a lodgment near the Chattahoochee that threatened Johnston’s entire position. Union casualties totaled 730, while Confederate losses, although unknown, probably were half that number. Five days later, Johnston was compelled to withdraw his army south of the Chattahoochee.

PAUL DAVID NELSON
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Virginia

Mid-Atlantic state bordering Washington, D.C., and Maryland to the north; Kentucky and Ohio (and West Virginia after 1863) to the west; the Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic Ocean to the east; and Tennessee and North Carolina to the south. In 1861 the western part of the state seceded and joined the Union, gaining statehood as West Virginia in 1863. Before the secession, Virginia encompassed 64,997 square miles; this was reduced to 40,767 square miles after western Virginia broke away. By 1860, Virginia had more slaves (about 490,000) than any other state, although fewer than one-fourth of Virginians were involved with slavery. Virginia had a white population of 1.105 million and a military-age white population of 196,500.

Following the secession of the seven states of the Deep South, four others, including Virginia, teetered in the balance. Virginians were deeply divided. Those in the western mountains largely opposed secession from the Union, as did a good number in the northern part of the state. Secessionist sentiment was strongest in the Tidewater and eastern Piedmont regions. Still others accepted secession only reluctantly.

Following the start of the long-predicted shooting war on April 12, 1861, when South Carolinians opened fire on Fort Sumter, Virginia governor John Letcher, who like many during the early stages of the crisis preferred to remain in the Union, called a convention to determine the status of the state. Meanwhile, Virginia sponsored the convening of the Washington Peace Conference with the aim of arriving at a compromise that would avert war. With ex-president John Tyler presiding, the peace conference unsuccessfully attempted to restore the Missouri Compromise line to the Pacific Ocean, thus protecting slavery in the lower half of the country. After President Abraham Lincoln issued a call for 75,000 troops to crush the rebellion, the Virginia Convention voted by the relatively narrow margin of 88 to 56 to secede on April 17, 1861.

As the wealthiest and most important state of the South, Virginia became the pivotal member of the new Confederacy when it formally joined in May, and Richmond became the new capital city. Virginia would subsequently provide the South with some of its most important military leaders, including Robert E. Lee, Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, James Ewell Brown “Jeb” Stuart, Joseph E. Johnston, Richard S. Ewell, Ambrose P. Hill, and Jubal A. Early. Indeed, one-fourth of the Confederacy’s 425 generals were Virginians. During the course of the war, Virginia provided the Confederacy with 63 regiments and 11 battalions of infantry, 27 regiments and 22 battalions of cavalry, and 104 batteries of artillery, in addition to state rangers, home guards, and militia. During the course of the war, the Old Dominion provided the South with 170,000 troops.

In addition to the military, Virginia furnished the Confederate government with many important civilian leaders. John Letcher and William Smith served as the state’s able wartime governors. Robert M. T. Hunter was secretary of state until 1862. George W. Randolph became secretary of war in 1862, and his successor, James A. Seddon, served until 1865.

Virginia was also crucial to the Confederacy’s war production, with Richmond’s Tredegar Iron Works and the Richmond Armory and Arsenal representing most of the Confederacy’s arms and ammunition industry. The Tredegar Iron Works was, at the time, the only foundry in the South capable of casting the heaviest guns. Richmond alone had 14 iron foundries, 6 rolling mills, 50 metal works, and 8 flour mills. Virginia had 5,400 industrial plants, which was as many as all of the other Confederate states combined. Norfolk had the South’s largest navy yard, and Richmond was the terminus of the 200-mile Kanawha Canal, a critical waterway. With 9,000 miles of track, Virginia had more than 20 percent of the railroads in the South. The South’s only trunk line ran from Richmond to Lynchburg and Bristol, Virginia; to Chattanooga, Tennessee; to Corinth and Jackson, Mississippi; and finally on to New Orleans. The Shenandoah Valley, in the western part of Virginia, was a significant source of food for the Confederate armies.

Virginia’s wealth, geographical location (the proximity to Washington, D.C.), industries, and agriculture made it the chief battleground of the war. The state thus became the principal focus of Union attacks in the eastern theater of war. During the conflict, more than 200 battles and skirmishes occurred in Virginia, and more than 500,000 men on both the sides were killed or wounded on Virginia soil. Some 30,000 Virginia soldiers alone died in action. Thousands of others were maimed. The civilian population experienced the hard hand of war almost from the beginning of the fighting. From the onset of the war, Richmond was the South’s main refugee center. Originally a provincial town of fewer than 40,000, Richmond more than doubled in population during the first year of the war and continued to grow thereafter.

When the Civil War began, few Americans expected the conflict to be prolonged. One large battle, it was thought, could decide the outcome. The location of the Confederate capital 100 miles from Washington, D.C., ensured that fighting would occur somewhere between the two cities. In May 1861, Union troops crossed the Potomac River and seized the heights of Arlington and the town of Alexandria to provide a buffer around the capital. The eastern theater of war offered substantial advantages to the defending side, providing a narrow, constricted, crowded field of operations enclosed by geographical boundaries of mountains to the west and the shoreline to the east. Across the relatively narrow front from the Potomac River in the north to the James in the south flowed several rivers, offering significant barriers to offensive operations and affording considerable opportunities for an effective defense.

Union leaders initially hoped to take advantage of the opposition to secession in the northwestern part of the state by commencing military operations there in June 1861. Sizable numbers of Union troops in the mountainous areas actuated the secession of western Virginia from Virginia in October 1861. The new territory formally entered the Union as a state in June 1863. West Virginia provided 32,000 troops to the Union armies.

The early clashes in Virginia culminated in the first major battle of the war near Bull Run Creek at Manassas Junction on July 21, 1861. The Union attempt to take this important rail junction failed miserably, and the Union forces retreated back to the defenses around Washington. Those expecting a short war were discouraged by the First Battle of Bull Run. It would take four more years of bitter fighting and many battles far bloodier than this one to bring an end to the conflict. Richmond was finally occupied by Union troops on April 2, 1865, and Lee surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865.

It took more than a generation after the war for Virginia’s economy to recover. Confederate bonds and currency became worthless. Untold millions of dollars of property was damaged or destroyed. By the end of the 1860s, Virginia land selling for $50 an acre before the war fetched less than $2 an acre. Industrial production was so fragmented that Virginia was the only Southern state that failed to achieve prewar levels by 1870.
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Virginia, CSS

Confederate ironclad warship. CSS Virginia was the reincarnation of the U.S. Navy screw frigate Merrimack, which had been scuttled at the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard in April 1861 when that facility was seized by Virginia forces. Although the Merrimack’s spar and gun decks were destroyed by the fire and the berth deck was damaged, its machinery and hull could be salvaged. The Confederates raised what remained, moved it to the yard’s large dry dock, and began its conversion into an ironclad.

Lieutenant John M. Brooke drew up the basic plans and had charge of the ordnance and armor. Naval Constructor John L. Porter oversaw the reconstruction, and Chief Engineer William P. Williamson dealt with the overhaul of the engines. The Merrimack’s two engines had been intended only as auxiliary power and were inadequate in the best of circumstances. Their rebuilding could not solve the problem of inadequate power, which would be more pronounced with the far heavier ironclad.
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Characteristics of CSS Virginia





	Type
	Ironclad warship



	Order date
	July 11, 1861



	Launch date
	March 7, 1862



	Commission date
	February 17, 1862



	Length
	275 feet



	Beam
	51 feet 2 inches



	Draft
	21 feet



	Displacement
	4,100 tons



	Speed
	6 knots



	Armament
	2 7-inch Brooke rifles



	2 6.4-inch Brooke rifles



	6 IX-inch Dahlgren smoothbores



	2 12-pounder howitzers



	Crew
	320




Work on the ship ultimately involved some 1,500 men. They shortened the ship by 15 feet and built a main deck 2 feet above the waterline. On top of this they constructed a central casemate sloping upward and inward 36 degrees on each side so as to deflect shot. The casemate extended over the hull and into the water. It began 29 feet from the bow and ran aft for 170 feet. It was formed of 4 inches of oak laid horizontally, 8 inches of yellow pine laid vertically, and 12 inches of white pine laid horizontally, the whole caulked and bolted together. This was then sheathed in iron plate. Unique in Confederate ironclads, both ends of the casemate were rounded. The casemate itself was pierced by 14 elliptical gun ports, 4 unevenly spaced on port and starboard (so as to provide greater room for the gun crews to work inside the sloping casemate) and 3 each at bow and stern. The flat top of the casemate, also known as the shield or spar deck, was pierced by the funnel and three gratings that provided ventilation to the gun deck below. The gratings were formed of 2-inch-thick iron bars.

The Virginia was the first modern warship completely to do away with rigging. Also unique to Confederate ironclads was its submerged bow and stern. A 1,500-pound iron ram about three feet long was placed at the bow underwater.

Plans called for the Virginia to be ready in November 1861. Had the work proceeded on schedule, the Confederacy would have stolen an important march on the Union. Armoring the ship brought delays, however. Originally the Virginia was to have three thicknesses of one-inch plate, but Brooke confirmed the need for two thicknesses of two-inch plate. The plate was applied in two layers, the inner layer running horizontally and the outer vertically. The Tredegar Works in Richmond was able to produce the plate from rolled railroad iron, but the 723 tons of plate required took nearly the entire activity of its rolling mills for five months. A shortage of freight cars also delayed transporting the plate. The Virginia was launched on February 17, 1862, a full week after the launching of the Union ironclad Monitor.
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Cross-section of the Confederate ironclad ram Virginia. Most Confederate ironclads were of similar casemate design. (De Agostini Picture Library/De Agostini/Getty Images)

The Virginia was 263′ between perpendiculars, 51′4″ in beam, and 22′ in draft. It displaced some 4,500 tons. Problems were immediately apparent. Steering was so sluggish that it took 30–40 minutes and four miles to bring the ship about 180 degrees. Its top speed was only about 10 mph. Most serious, Porter had miscalculated the ship’s displacement, with the result that the ship rode too high in the water. The armor-plated casemate was to have extended 2′ underwater to protect the hull, but in places it was submerged only an inch or so. This would be the ship’s greatest vulnerability and remained the chief concern. Adding 150 tons of coal and additional ballast, shot, and supplies helped somewhat, but this problem was never completely resolved.

The Virginia was well armed. On its completion, it mounted 10 guns: 6 IX-inch smoothbore Dahlgrens and 2 6.4-inch single-banded Brooke rifles in broadsides and 2 7-inch single-banded Brooke rifles in pivot at bow and stern. When it went into battle, the ship had shell for all its guns but, owing to the delays in manufacture and transportation, had shot only for its smoothbores. Flag Officer Franklin Buchanan had charge of Confederate naval defenses in the James River and assumed command of the Virginia. The ironclad had a crew of 320 men, including 55 marines.

At 11:00 a.m. on March 8, the Virginia sortied from Norfolk, going into battle against the Union ships in Hampton Roads without trials or underway training for the crew. After destroying both the sloop Cumberland and the frigate Congress, the next day the Virginia engaged the Monitor, which had arrived in Hampton Roads only the evening before. The two ships fought to a draw, but the presence of the Virginia kept Union forces from moving up the James.

On April 11, Buchanan’s successor Flag Officer Josiah Tattnall took the Virginia out again, but the Monitor refused battle, remaining under the protection of the heavy guns at Fort Monroe to cover the Union army’s base and its essential water lines of communication. The Virginia’s squadron then captured three Union transports off Hampton and returned with the prizes to Norfolk.

On May 10, the Confederates evacuated the Norfolk Navy Yard, and Union troops occupied Norfolk just behind the departing Confederates. The Virginia was moored off Sewell’s Point when Tattnall learned of the loss of Norfolk. He tried to get the Virginia up the James by lightening it, but low water from a prevailing western wind prevented this. With the ship now lightened to the point where it could no longer safely fight, Tattnall had no choice but to scuttle it, and it was blown up early on May 11. The Virginia was the prototype for most of the 50 ironclads built or laid down by the South during the war.
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Virginia, Union Army of

Union army operational from June 26, 1862, until September 12, 1862, commanded by Major General John Pope. Frustration with the Union war effort in Virginia compelled President Abraham Lincoln to look for alternatives early in the summer of 1862. He brought in Pope, who had been highly successful in the West, and on June 26 Pope officially took control of the newly formed Army of Virginia, which consisted of the disjointed units that had previously fought unsuccessfully in the Shenandoah Valley. The army had nearly 51,000 men and was organized into three corps.

In early July, the imminent failure of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) compelled Pope to take up a defensive position along the Rapidan and Rappahannock Rivers. He planned to wait until Major General George McClellan’s Army of the Potomac could leave the peninsula and join him. McClellan disliked Pope and in any case delayed. Confederate general Robert E. Lee anticipated the opportunity to attack Pope before McClellan could come up. On August 9, Confederate forces defeated part of Pope’s force at Cedar Mountain. Over the next 10 days, Lee worked to consolidate his forces and looked for the opportunity to destroy Pope. During August 28–30, the Confederates clashed with and defeated the Army of Virginia and portions of the Army of the Potomac at the Second Battle of Bull Run. After that loss, Pope moved his forces toward Washington, D.C. On September 5, a dejected Lincoln relieved Pope of command; the Army of Virginia merged into the Army of Potomac on September 12.
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Virginia, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit established on May 22, 1861, under the command of Major General Benjamin F. Butler. Headquartered at Fort Monroe, the Department of Virginia’s jurisdiction included the area around Hampton Roads and a small portion of the Virginia Peninsula. On August 17, 1861, Major General John E. Wool succeeded Butler in command; Wool remained in command until June 2, 1862, when he was succeeded by Major General John A. Dix. Dix held command until the department was subsumed by the Department of Virginia and North Carolina on July 13, 1863.

The department was resurrected on January 18, 1865, and was now headed by Major General Edward O. C. Ord; he remained in command until Major General Henry W. Halleck succeeded him on April 16, 1865. Halleck commanded until June 14, 1865, when he was succeeded by Major General Alfred H. Terry. Terry retained command until the department was organized out of existence on August 6, 1866. The largest military operation involving the department’s command was the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862).
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Virginia and North Carolina, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit created on July 13, 1863, under the command of Major General John G. Foster. Formed of the old Departments of Virginia and North Carolina, the new command included all of North Carolina and an area in Virginia constituting a 60-mile radius around Fort Monroe. By early August, Foster had about 42,000 troops in his command. The jurisdiction was later expanded to include St. Mary’s County in Maryland, Accomac and Northampton Counties in Virginia, and additional territory in southeastern Virginia. St. Mary’s County was absorbed by another jurisdiction in 1864.

Major General Benjamin F. Butler replaced Foster as departmental commander on November 11, 1863. Butler’s command was steadily reinforced so that by mid-1864, he had some 50,000 troops at his disposal in the Army of the James. On January 8, 1865, Butler was replaced by Major General E. O. C. Ord, who commanded for just 10 days before the department was reorganized into separate departments for Virginia and North Carolina.
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Virginia & Tennessee Railroad

Railway that ran from Lynchburg, Virginia, to Bristol, Tennessee, a distance of 204 miles. A connecting line at Bristol linked the railway to Chattanooga and from there to points throughout the South. Completed in 1856, during the Civil War the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad was the main rail line connecting the upper and lower South. As such, the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad was the lifeline to the Confederate armies in the West but also moved raw materials from the West to Virginia.

The Virginia & Tennessee Railroad was one of the most progressive railroads in the South, having some of the largest engines in use, and was one of the few railroads to use ballast beneath the rails. The ballast was usually made of crushed rock and rendered the rail bed more stable and less likely to wash out in heavy rains. Like many other railroads, however, the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad was limited by infrastructure. Its 204 miles included only 10 miles of siding, including yards. This weakness and its strategic position made the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad especially vulnerable to Union attack.

Union Army general in chief Major General Henry Halleck understood the importance of the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad as a lifeline to Confederate armies, and in late 1863 he ordered it destroyed. Brigadier General William W. Averell of the Department of West Virginia received the assignment and in December 1863 employed his cavalry brigade in actions against the railroad. Operating in appalling winter conditions, he nonetheless managed to destroy five bridges and a depot and damaged several miles of track. Brigadier General George Crook attacked the line again with greater force in April and May 1864 and burned the 700-foot-long New River Bridge at Central Depot (now Radford, Virginia). Although these raids caused a great deal of concern in the Confederacy, they ultimately failed to permanently affect the flow of Confederate supplies to the West.

After the war William Mahone, a former Confederate officer, headed the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad. Following several mergers, it became the Norfolk & Western Railroad in 1881. In 1992 it merged with the Southern Railroad to form the Norfolk Southern.
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Virginia Military Institute

Southern educational institution located at Lexington, Virginia, that furnished numerous prominent officers for the Confederacy during the Civil War. Founded in 1839, the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) was established on the site of a Virginia state arsenal. The guard there disturbed the life of the small community of Lexington, and its leading citizens sought to change the arsenal into a military college, whereby the students would protect the arms stored there but at the same time pursue an education. The Virginia legislature agreed, and on its establishment VMI was only the second government-supported military academy in America after the U.S. Military Academy at West Point (1802) and was the nation’s first state-supported military school. One of VMI’s founders, Colonel J. T. L. Preston, came up with the name: “Virginia” to designate its nature as a state institution, “Military” for its salient feature, and “Institute” to indicate that it differed from either a college or a university.

VMI became a leader in scientific education (in 1846 it offered the first course in industrial chemistry in the South) and had the special mission of producing teachers for the Commonwealth. VMI was also a model for many other military schools before the Civil War, such as the South Carolina Military Academy, the Georgia Military Institute, and the Kentucky Military Institute.

In addition to Preston, VMI’s early leaders included Claudius Crozet and Francis H. Smith. Virginia state engineer Colonel Crozet was a graduate of the École Polytechnique in France and had served as an officer under Napoleon and a professor of engineering at West Point. Crozet headed the new institution’s Board of Visitors. Smith, a distinguished graduate of West Point, was VMI’s superintendent during its first half century and became a leader in education in the South. Among VMI’s instructors at the start of the Civil War was Thomas J. Jackson, who earned his famous sobriquet “Stonewall” as a Confederate general during the war, joined the faculty in 1851, and taught natural philosophy (physics) but was disliked by the cadets for his inflexible manner of teaching.

When Virginia joined the Confederacy, the VMI Cadet Corps was called out under the command of Jackson to train recruits for the Confederate Army at Richmond. After serving as drill instructors for eight months, the cadets returned to Lexington to further their education and prepare to be Confederate officers. During the next three years, the Cadet Corps was called out on a number of occasions for service as a unit in the Shenandoah Valley. The cadets played a key role in the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864); 279 of them were at New Market, which temporarily saved the Shenandoah Valley from Union occupation. In the battle, 10 cadets died or were mortally wounded and 47 were wounded, for a 20 percent casualty rate. It is the only instance in U.S. history in which students from an educational institution fought as a unit in battle.

VMI furnished many officers to the Confederate Army during the war. They included 3 major generals, 17 brigadier generals, 92 colonels, 64 lieutenant colonels, 107 majors, 306 captains, and 221 lieutenants. Most of the VMI men were junior officers. This is attributable to the fact that most VMI graduates were relatively young and to the prejudice of Confederate president Jefferson Davis in favor of West Point graduates. Still, VMI made a notable contribution. Just before the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Lieutenant General Jackson saw so many VMI men around him that he remarked, “The Institute will be heard from today.” A total of 249 VMI alumni and cadets died in the Civil War on the Confederate side.

In retaliation for the role of the cadets in the Battle of New Market, on June 12, 1864, Union major general David Hunter ordered the destruction of VMI, despite pleas to spare it by some of his subordinate officers. Only two buildings escaped. The Cadet Corps then relocated to Richmond, where it spent the remainder of the war helping to defend the Confederate capital.

Following the Civil War, VMI was rebuilt and continued its mission of educating citizen-soldiers. Immediately after the war, VMI numbered among its faculty such well-known Confederate luminaries as John Mercer Brooke and Matthew Fontaine Maury. VMI also continued to contribute outstanding leaders to both civilian pursuits and the military and had a direct impact as a model for the creation of other educational institutions in the South, such as Louisiana State University, Florida State, and Texas A&M University.

Today VMI prepares men and women for civilian and military life in a variety of educational pursuits. Among its distinguished graduates have been two commandants of the U.S. Marine Corps, but its most illustrious graduate is General of the Army George C. Marshall, chief of staff of the U.S. Army during World War II, the only professional soldier ever awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace.
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Vizetelly, Frank

Birth Date: September 26, 1830

Death Date: November 1, 1883

British artist and correspondent. Frank Vizetelly was born in London on September 26, 1830, to a publisher of Venetian ancestry. Vizetelly spent some time at school in Boulogne and worked as an apprentice for the Pictorial Times in London. In 1859 he was sent to Italy to document the war against Austria. A few months later he became a correspondent for the Illustrated London News, which had been founded by his brother Henry in 1842, and accompanied Giuseppe Garibaldi’s 30,000 Red Shirts during the invasion of Sicily in 1860.

In May 1861, Vizetelly left for Boston as a special artist to record the Civil War. His first story, written on May 24, appeared in the News on June 15. Within a few weeks he was covering the war in northern Virginia. In 1862 he accompanied Major General Ambrose Burnside on the expedition to Roanoke Island and recorded the successful Union combined operation there before heading back to Washington to travel with the Army of the Potomac. Vizetelly and several foreign military observers were issued passes to accompany the army, but these were revoked by Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, who feared unfavorable publicity. Unhappy with the decision, Vizetelly left Virginia and headed for Corinth, Mississippi.

Vizetelly’s letters written in May and June 1862 and published in the News revealed his changing views about the outcome of the war and his growing admiration for the struggle of the Southern states to break free from “Yankee supremacy.” Vizetelly eventually decided to cast his lot with the Confederacy and headed for Richmond.

In Richmond, Vizetelly met General Robert E. Lee. On December 13, 1862, Vizetelly witnessed the First Battle of Fredericksburg. The next year he was living in Charleston and sketching the defenses of the harbor. He witnessed the exchange of fire when Union ironclads shelled Fort Sumter on April 7, 1863. In the early summer he traveled to Vicksburg but left that city after its capture on July 4, returning to Charleston, which was still under Union attack. Later he recounted his experiences in an article published in July 1864.

Vizetelly was present for the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). The following year, he worked in Charleston, Richmond, Petersburg, and the Shenandoah Valley. In January 1865 he sketched the fall of Fort Fisher but found it increasingly difficult to get his drawings and letters out.

Vizetelly departed America in August 1865, and during his subsequent career he covered numerous wars. While traveling with a British column in Sudan on behalf of the Graphic newspaper to observe the campaign against the mahdi, Vizetelly was killed on November 1, 1883.
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Vogdes, Israel

Birth Date: August 4, 1816

Death Date: December 7, 1889

Union officer. Israel Vogdes was born on August 4, 1816, in Willistown, Pennsylvania. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1837. Assigned to the artillery, Vogdes served in a number of roles, including mathematics instructor at West Point, artillery instructor at Fort Monroe, and garrison duty along the frontier. He also fought in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1838 and to captain in 1847.

During the secession crisis, Vogdes was sent to Santa Rosa Island, Florida. His company of the 1st U.S. Artillery was dispatched there to strengthen the U.S. garrison at Fort Pickens, where he remained until November 1861. In the course of a Confederate offensive against Santa Rosa Island that month, Vogdes was taken prisoner and held until August 1862.

Vogdes subsequently oversaw construction of Union artillery batteries in the vicinity of Charleston, South Carolina. He was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on November 29, 1862. He thereafter held brigade and divisional commands in X Corps, Department of the South. From August to December 1863, he had charge of three brigades on Folly Island, outside Charleston. During the first five months of 1864, Vogdes commanded all troops on Folly Island. Transferred to eastern Virginia in May, he had charge of Union garrisons in Portsmouth and Norfolk; Vogdes ended the war in Florida as a district commander.

Vogdes left the volunteer army on January 15, 1866, but remained in the regular army, reverting to the rank of colonel in the 1st U.S. Artillery. He thereafter served in New York, South Carolina, and Rhode Island and other coastal locales. Vogdes retired in January 1881 and moved to New York City, where he died on December 7, 1889.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Charleston, South Carolina; Fort Pickens, Florida

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Volunteers

Volunteer recruits were a major source of Confederate and Union military manpower at the beginning of the Civil War, later supplemented by conscription. In 1861, the Union and the Confederacy were swept by a rage militaire, as thousands of young men volunteered to fight. In the South, they were motivated by an antipathy of Northerners, a belief in states’ rights, and a defense of slavery. In the North, many soldiers enlisted to preserve the Union and out of anger over Confederate attacks, but only a minority joined to abolish slavery. Not all who took up arms were motivated by such purposes, however. Some volunteers simply desired adventure. War offered a chance for them to travel to faraway places, to enjoy male comradeship, and to experience the glory and excitement of battle. They could thus escape the humdrum existence of farming or the monotony of the shop or factory or store. Some volunteered simply because it was in vogue or because of peer or community pressure to do so. Initially, almost everyone believed that the war would be short.

Whatever the reason for volunteering, thousands of young men North and South flocked to enlist in state regiments, which formed the majority of military units of the Civil War. Most soldiers enlisted for one year of service, although later enlistments were extended to three years or for the duration. In the first year of the war, many ardent would-be soldiers could not enlist because thousands more were volunteering than either army could initially absorb or thought would be necessary. Indeed, the Union wasted a golden opportunity in not signing up all possible initial volunteers for the duration of the war. Some volunteers were so enthusiastic that they equipped themselves and refused to accept pay for their services. A small number of volunteer regiments were enlisted directly by the federal government. These included two sharpshooter regiments, six infantry regiments, and specialty regiments such as Confederate prisoners of war recruited to fight Indians on the western frontier.

African American volunteers constituted a significant number of Union soldiers after 1862. By then, freed slaves from South Carolina, Tennessee, and Massachusetts filled the first black Union regiments. Recruiting was slow until black leaders such as Frederick Douglass encouraged freedmen to enlist and fight for full citizenship. In May 1863, the federal government established the Bureau of Colored Troops to handle the growing number of enlistments. By the end of the war, 179,000 black men, constituting 10 percent of the Union Army, had served as soldiers. Another 19,000 served in the Union Navy. Black soldiers served in segregated infantry, cavalry, and artillery regiments and performed a variety of support functions, such as serving as labor troops. Eighty black men were commissioned as officers.

As the war wore on, enthusiasm for military service dwindled in both the North and the South. By April 1862, the initial flood of Confederate volunteers had ebbed to a trickle. The South still had more soldiers than it could arm and equip, but that situation would end shortly. Half the Confederates had volunteered for a year’s service, and the other half had volunteers for three years. Many one-year volunteers refused to reenlist, ignoring congressional blandishments such as bounties, just as the campaigning season was beginning. Hence, on April 16, 1862, Southern lawmakers enacted the first conscription law in American history. Most Southerners found it repellent, and some of them volunteered in order to avoid the draft. Clearly, Southern enthusiasm for the cause was a thing of the past. For the duration of the war, the Confederacy had to combat disaffection in its armies.

The Union experienced similar difficulties. Battlefield reversals, lengthening casualty lists, and three-year enlistments dampened recruiting enthusiasm. Patriotic parades no longer brought forward volunteers. The Northern government, like the Southern government, tried bounties. On July 17, 1862, Congress also enacted a sweeping militia law declaring all able-bodied men to be citizen-soldiers and empowering President Abraham Lincoln to call state militias into federal service for nine months. By August, the War Department had imposed a levy of 600,000 nine-month militiamen on the states. As in the South, some Northerners enlisted for three years in order to escape the draft. Many states had to impose a draft to fulfill quotas. On March 3, 1863, Congress enacted a national conscription law, which was enormously unpopular. One result was the New York City Draft Riots (July 13–17, 1863), which had to be suppressed by Union troops.
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Von Borcke, Johan August Heinrich Heros

Birth Date: July 23, 1835

Death Date: May 10, 1895

Confederate officer. Johan August Heinrich Heros Von Borcke was born on July 23, 1835, in Ehrenbreitstein, Prussia, into a family of military aristocracy. After attending schools in Berlin and Halle, Von Borcke received a commission as an ensign on June 14, 1853, and was assigned to the Cuirassier Regiment of the Guards and then to the 2nd Brandenburg Regiment of the Dragoons as a second lieutenant in 1860. Von Borcke arrived in Charleston, South Carolina, on May 29, 1862. He then traveled to Richmond, Virginia, where he obtained a commission and was assigned to Brigadier General J. E. B. Stuart as a volunteer aide-de-camp.

Von Borcke arrived at Stuart’s headquarters on May 30, 1862, and secured a position first as a courier and then as a staff officer. Casting an imposing presence, Von Borcke stood more than six feet tall and carried a double-barreled shotgun, a carbine, three revolvers, and a huge sword. Stuart secured a promotion for Von Borcke to captain and then in August 1862 to major. Von Borcke saw action with Stuart from the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) through the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863) as well as in Stuart’s two forays around the Union army. At Upperville, Virginia, on June 19, 1863, Von Borcke sustained what was thought to be a mortal gunshot wound. He slowly recovered but did not participate in any other actions. Toward the end of 1864, Von Borcke, now a lieutenant colonel, was dispatched on a diplomatic mission to Great Britain, but the war ended before he could carry it out.

Returning to Prussia, in 1866 Von Borcke published his memoirs. He remained in Prussian military service until poor health forced his retirement. Von Borcke died in Berlin on May 10, 1895.
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Von Steinwehr, Adolf Wilhelm August Friedrich

Birth Date: September 25, 1822

Death Date: February 25, 1877

Union officer. Adolf Wilhelm August Friedrich Von Steinwehr was born in the Duchy of Brunswick, Germany, on September 25, 1822. He attended the Brunswick Military Academy and was commissioned a lieutenant in the Brunswick Army in 1841. In 1847 he immigrated to the United States and settled in Alabama. As an engineer for the U.S. Coastal Survey, he surveyed the U.S.-Mexican border and Mobile Bay, Alabama. In 1849 he sailed back to Brunswick but returned to the United States five years later. He settled first in Wallingford, Connecticut, and later in New York State.

After the Civil War began, Steinwehr recruited German immigrants to form the 29th New York Infantry Regiment, which he commanded as its colonel at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on October 12, 1861, he commanded the 2nd Brigade in Brigadier General Louis Blenker’s German Division during Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). Later Steinwehr commanded the 2nd Division, I Corps, Army of Virginia, in northern Virginia. His division had a small role in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30).

Steinwehr led his division, now in XI Corps, Army of the Potomac, at Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3). In both battles XI Corps took a beating, which resulted in a poor and largely undeserved reputation for the heavily German corps. In late September 1863, the corps transferred to the western theater and, assigned to the Army of the Cumberland, helped relieve besieged Union forces at Chattanooga during October–November 1863. The pitched fighting resulted in the consolidation of XI Corps with the equally depleted XII Corps to form the new XX Corps. After April 1864, Von Steinwehr found himself without a combat command. He resigned his volunteer commission on July 8, 1865.

After the war, Von Steinwehr worked as a geographer and cartographer, taught at Yale University, and authored several books on geography. He died in Buffalo, New York, on February 25, 1877.

ROBERT B. KANE

See also

Bull Run, First Battle of; Bull Run, Second Battle of; Chancellorsville, Battle of; Chattanooga Campaign; Gettysburg, Battle of; Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.


W

Waddell, James Iredell

Birth Date: July 13, 1824

Death Date: March 15, 1886

Confederate naval officer. Born in Pittsboro, North Carolina, on July 13, 1824, James Waddell was educated at the Bingham’s School in Hillsboro. He received an appointment as a midshipman in the U.S. Navy on September 10, 1841. His first assignment was aboard the sloop Vandalia, but a duel with another midshipman in 1842 left Waddell with a permanent limp and cost him 11 months of active duty.

During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), from February to October 1846 Waddell served aboard the brig Somers. He then reported to the Naval Academy at Annapolis, where he remained for two years. In August 1847 he became a passed midshipman.

Waddell then briefly served at the Naval Observatory, followed by assignments in the Mediterranean and again at the Naval Academy. He then served for three years in the sloop Germantown off Brazil, and in September 1855 he was promoted to lieutenant. He was with the sloop of war John Adams at St. Helena in November 1861 when he first learned of the start of the Civil War.

Waddell immediately wrote to Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles to resign his commission, which Welles accepted in January 1862, when the John Adams arrived at New York. Two months later on March 27, 1862, Waddell was commissioned a lieutenant in the Confederate Navy.

Waddell’s first assignment was to the ram Mississippi, then under construction at New Orleans, but it was destroyed to prevent capture by the squadron of Union flag officer David Farragut. Waddell was then assigned to naval batteries ashore, first at Drewry’s Bluff, Virginia, and then at Charleston, South Carolina.

In March 1863, Confederate secretary of the navy Stephen Mallory ordered Waddell to Europe. On September 5, 1863, Flag Officer Samuel Barron, the ranking Confederate officer in Europe, promoted Waddell to lieutenant commander and assigned him to command the cruiser Sea King, with orders to destroy the Union whaling fleet. On October 19, 1864, Waddell officially commissioned the Sea King the Confederate warship Shenandoah and began his cruise for Union merchant ships.

The Shenandoah took six Union vessels as prizes in the Atlantic. During January and February 1865, Waddell was at Melbourne, Australia, where the ship was dry-docked to repair a defective propeller shaft and bearing. Although the Shenandoah took Union ships in four oceans, most of its damage was effected in the Bering Sea and the Arctic Ocean, where Waddell located and destroyed much of the Union whaling fleet. Refusing to believe reports of the end of the war, Waddell planned a descent on San Francisco to destroy Union shipping there. Not until August 2, 1865, after he had left northern waters was Waddell convinced by news from a British ship of the end of the war.

Believing that the destruction of so many Union merchant ships after the official end of the war would lead to him being tried as a pirate in the United States, Waddell disguised his ship and sailed it 17,000 miles to Britain without stopping at any port. In the process, the Shenandoah became the only Confederate warship to sail around the world. Reaching Liverpool on November 6, 1865, Waddell surrendered to British authorities. In all, the Shenandoah had traveled some 58,000 miles, during which time he had put into port only once. Waddell had taken in all 38 prizes. He burned 32 of them and commandeered the remainder; damage to Union shipping was estimated at more than $1.36 million.

Waddell remained in Britain until he was certain that he would not be prosecuted by U.S. authorities. In 1875 he returned to the United States and became a captain for the Pacific Mail Company. Waddell had command of the 4,000-ton liner San Francisco when on May 16, 1877, during its maiden voyage to the United States from Melbourne, it struck an unmarked reef 14 miles off the coast of Mexico. Waddell brought the ship to within 3 miles of shore before it went down, and all hands survived. The company directors did not blame Waddell, and he continued as a captain with that firm for several years before becoming commander of the Maryland State Fishery Force. Before his death, he wrote an account of the Shenandoah’s cruise that was subsequently published. Waddell died at Annapolis, Maryland, on March 15, 1886.
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Wade, Benjamin Franklin

Birth Date: October 27, 1800

Death Date: March 2, 1878

Powerful Republican senator. Born on October 27, 1800, in Fleeting Hills, Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin Wade received little formal schooling. He moved with his parents to Ohio in 1821. As a young adult, Wade drove cattle, taught school, and held odd jobs to earn money. Realizing that he did not want a life of toiling in the fields and although he had no formal education, Wade sought a career in law. By 1825, he had secured an apprenticeship at a law firm. He was admitted to the bar in 1827.
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Senator Benjamin Wade of Massachusetts is remembered chiefly for his lifelong opposition to slavery and his desire during the Civil War for effective prosecution of the Confederate war effort and harsh punishment of the South. (Library of Congress)

Wade opened a successful law practice in 1831 with Joshua Giddings, a noted abolitionist. Wade’s success as a lawyer brought with it an unsolicited nomination by the Whig Party and subsequent election to the Ohio Senate in 1837.

Wade was elected as a Whig to the U.S. Senate in 1851. Known for his hard-line antislavery views, he joined the Republican Party in the mid-1850s and quickly allied himself with its Radical faction.

Wade’s most prominent political role occurred during the Civil War. He and other Radical Republicans organized a committee to scrutinize the Union war effort. Formed in December 1861 after the Confederates had defeated Union forces in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), the Committee on the Conduct of the War exerted great influence over the executive branch of government. Wade was elected chairman of the committee, which was made up of men from both the House and the Senate and advised Secretary of War Edwin Stanton and President Abraham Lincoln on possible strategies as well as the selection of military commanders. The committee was as much about politics as it was about the Union Army’s performance.

Initially the committee maintained relatively cordial relations with Lincoln and his cabinet; however, by 1862, the committee’s strong call for the removal of Major General George B. McClellan from command of the Union Army made for contentious relations with the White House. Wade and his supporters believed that McClellan was a poor advocate for the abolition of slavery, although they couched this in criticism of McClellan’s military defeats and lack of leadership. The committee did maintain discreet relations with Stanton, who was crucial to aiding their cause as a direct adviser to Lincoln.

Wade pushed Lincoln relentlessly for immediate emancipation and had little more than disdain for Lincoln’s generous Reconstruction policies. In 1864 Wade, along with Representative Henry W. Davis, sponsored the Wade-Davis Bill, which flew in the face of Lincoln’s Reconstruction policies (Lincoln ultimately vetoed it). Wade and Davis responded to the veto by charging the president with “dictatorial usurpation” of congressional authority.

With the end of the Civil War, the Committee on the Conduct of the War folded. In 1868 Wade voted to impeach President Andrew Johnson, the same year that Wade unsuccessfully sought the vice presidential nomination. Wade continued to serve in the U.S. Senate until 1869, when he moved back to Jefferson, Ohio, and practiced law until his death there on March 2, 1878.
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Wade-Davis Bill

A congressional bill passed in 1864 designed to set the terms of Reconstruction and guide the readmittance of former Confederate states into the Union. The bill was introduced by Republican senator Benjamin F. Wade of Ohio and Republican representative Henry Winter Davis of Maryland. The plan was essentially in opposition to President Abraham Lincoln’s previously announced and more lenient Ten Percent Plan. That plan had called for the convening of constitutional conventions for all former rebellious states when 10 percent of a state’s eligible voting population had taken a signed oath of allegiance to the United States. Many congressional Republicans perceived Lincoln’s approach as overly lenient. As chairman of the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, Wade had been a constant critic of Lincoln, continually urging the president to pursue a more aggressive antislavery agenda during the war.

Wade thus joined with Davis to introduce legislation that would force Lincoln to take a more stringent position toward the South. Under the provisions of the Wade-Davis Bill, seceded Southern states reoccupied by Union forces would remain under the control of a provisional governor, appointed by the president, until civil government could be restored. In order to attain readmission to the United States, a majority of eligible Southern voters (i.e., white males) in each state would have to be registered and then take the so-called Ironclad Oath that they had not joined in the rebellion against the Union. In addition, Confederate officials and military officers with a rank of colonel or higher were to be excluded from amnesty, and state constitutions were required to outlaw slavery.

While some critics complained that it would be impossible to meet the standards imposed by the bill, many Republicans believed that the legislation would strengthen the hand of Union forces in the South. It was also clear that Congress was trying to assert its authority over the executive branch at a time when presidential power had grown considerably stronger because of the wartime environment.

Lincoln refused to sign the legislation, killing it with a pocket veto on July 4, 1864. The president further antagonized supporters of the Wade-Davis Bill by issuing a July 8 proclamation explaining his motives for the veto. Lincoln asserted that the Wade-Davis Bill would interfere with Reconstruction efforts already under way in Louisiana, Arkansas, and Tennessee. He also believed that a constitutional amendment—rather than congressional action—was the proper avenue by which to abolish slavery. He concluded that the legislation would also have denied the chief executive flexibility in restoring the Union.

Wade and Davis, incensed by Lincoln’s proclamation, prepared an anti-Lincoln piece for the August 5 edition of the New York Tribune, edited by renowned abolitionist Horace Greeley. In the Wade-Davis Manifesto, as the editorial came to be called, Wade and Davis accused the president of “dictatorial usurpation” of congressional authority, maintaining that Lincoln was motivated by personal ambition rather than the cause of antislavery. They also called Lincoln’s veto a blow to human rights.

Much to the consternation of Congress, the American public rejected the Wade-Davis approach and rallied to Lincoln’s position. Lacking support to override Lincoln’s veto, some congressional Republicans, including Wade, maneuvered to have the president removed from the party ticket in the 1864 election. When this proved unsuccessful and the Democrats nominated former major general George B. McClellan as an antiwar candidate, Wade reluctantly agreed to support Lincoln’s reelection. Conflict over Reconstruction policy between Congress and the chief executive was hardly over, however, reasserting itself after Lincoln’s April 1865 assassination and Vice President Andrew Johnson’s ascension to the presidency.
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Wadley, William Morrill

Birth Date: November 12, 1813

Death Date: August 10, 1882

Railroad executive and Confederate transportation expert. William Morrill Wadley was born on November 12, 1813, in Brentwood, New Hampshire. He became a blacksmith before moving to Savannah, Georgia, at age 20, where he became involved in the railroad business. He gradually worked his way into management, serving as president or superintendent of various railroads in the South. Wadley was much sought after for his knack for administrative efficiency.

Wadley’s organizational prowess brought him to the attention of Confederate leaders, who were attempting to bring some order out of the chaos that pervaded the Confederacy’s railroads. Much to the horror of states’ rights advocates and Southern railway operators, Wadley asserted publicly that the only way railroads could be properly harnessed for military needs was by a national government takeover of all railroads. In November 1862, Confederate president Jefferson Davis appointed Wadley a colonel in the adjutant general’s office and placed him in charge of rail transportation. The Confederate Senate balked, however, citing Wadley’s desire to seize privately held railroads, and refused to confirm his appointment. Wadley left his position on May 22, 1863, and his commission also lapsed, but Davis then appointed him to the Iron Commission.

Although Wadley no longer had any direct control over the railroads, he spent a good deal of his time advising the Confederate government on the use and organization of the railways for military purposes. The resistance that Wadley faced as de facto rail czar was emblematic of difficulties for the Confederate government in trying to prosecute a war amid an atmosphere of virulent states’ rights advocates and distrust of centralized government.

After the war Wadley remained in the railroad industry, branching out into shipping by the mid-1870s. In 1873 he purchased a 1,360-acre plantation in Monroe County, Georgia. Wadley died on August 10, 1882, while on vacation in Saratoga, New York.
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Wadsworth, James Samuel

Birth Date: October 30, 1807

Death Date: May 8, 1864

Union officer. James Samuel Wadsworth was born on October 30, 1807, in Geneseo, New York, to a wealthy family. He was educated privately, attended Harvard and Yale, studied law under prominent attorneys, and was admitted to the bar. Wadsworth also engaged in land speculation and by the 1850s he owned an astounding 70,000 acres of land in four separate states. Although he never held elective office, he was always engaged in politics, first as a Democrat, then as a leader of the Free Soil Party in New York, and finally as a Republican.

Wadsworth’s political activities led New York governor Edwin D. Morgan to offer him a major general’s commission in the New York Militia at the start of the Civil War, which Wadsworth declined. Instead, he volunteered as an aide-de-camp to Brigadier General Irvin McDowell, whom he had known for several years. Pleased with Wadsworth’s work, McDowell secured him a brigadier general’s commission in the volunteer army, effective August 9, 1861. Wadsworth took command of the 2nd Brigade in McDowell’s division of the Army of the Potomac on October 3, 1861. On March 17, 1862, Wadsworth began serving as military governor for Washington, D.C. That autumn he ran in New York’s gubernatorial race in absentia but was defeated. On December 27, 1862, having yet to lead troops in combat, Wadsworth took command of the 1st Division, I Corps, Army of the Potomac, a post he held until July 15, 1863.

Wadsworth’s division saw only light service at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) but was heavily engaged at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On the first day of that sanguinary engagement, Wadsworth’s division suffered heavy losses in the desperate fighting. He saw no other combat until after he took command of the 4th Division of V Corps on March 25, 1864. Participating in the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Wadsworth was mortally wounded on May 6 during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). Captured by Confederate troops, he died on May 8, 1864, in a Confederate field hospital in Spotsylvania County, Virginia. He was posthumously brevetted major general of volunteers.
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Wagner, George Day

Birth Date: September 22, 1829

Death Date: February 13, 1869

Union officer. George Day Wagner was born on September 22, 1829, in Ross County, Ohio, but moved to Indiana as a child. He farmed in Warren County and in 1856 won a seat in the Ohio House of Representatives as a Republican. Four years later, he was elected to the Ohio Senate.

Following the onset of the Civil War, in June 1861 Wagner became colonel of the 15th Indiana Infantry and was ordered to western Virginia, where he saw little action. On February 11, 1862, he was given charge of the 21st Brigade, 6th Division, Army of the Ohio. He performed well at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). He retained command of a brigade when the Army of the Ohio was reorganized as the Army of the Cumberland and led this brigade admirably during the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863).

Wagner was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on April 4, 1863, to date from November 29, 1862. He also briefly commanded the 1st Division of XXI Corps from February to March 1863. He commanded his brigade in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863), the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), and the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863), but the unit nevertheless sustained heavy casualties.

In early 1864, Wagner took charge of the 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, IV Corps, which he led during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). He commanded a division in IV Corps during the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1863). At the Battle of Franklin (November 30, 1864), Wagner ignored orders to fall back in the event of an enemy advance. He did not order a withdrawal until his command was nearly overrun, with the trailing Confederates nearly piercing the Union line. He was relieved of duty with the Army of the Cumberland and finished the conflict in a district command in Missouri.

In 1866 Wagner founded a legal practice in Williamsport, Indiana, and took up the presidency of the state agricultural society. He died on February 13, 1869, in Indianapolis.
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Wakeman, Sarah Rosetta

Birth Date: January 16, 1843

Death Date: June 19, 1864

Woman who fought for the Union disguised as a man. Sarah Rosetta Wakeman was born on January 16, 1843, in Afton, New York. She worked on her family’s farm and later was employed as a domestic. On August 30, 1862, she enlisted in the 153rd New York Infantry Regiment under the name Lyons Wakeman. The collection of letters to her family that she left behind provides unusual insight into the experiences of a disguised woman soldier. Unlike narratives prepared for publication by other women soldiers, Wakeman’s letters present a simple and unembellished account of her experiences.

Although Wakeman’s letters do not indicate clear motivations behind her decision to take on the role of a man, the motivations of women soldiers could include patriotism, a search for adventure, the desire to stay close to a loved one, or economic pressures. Her letters, however, attest to her enjoyment of the soldier’s life. She also clearly appreciated the independence gained through army life.

Formally mustered into the Union Army in October 1862, Wakeman’s regiment served guard duty in Alexandria, Virginia, and in Washington, D.C. The regiment later took part in Major General Nathaniel P. Banks’s Red River Campaign (March 10–April 22, 1864), and in April Wakeman experienced her first engagement with the enemy. Falling ill with dysentery during the retreat following the failed campaign, Wakeman was admitted to the regimental hospital on May 3, 1864. By May 22 she had been sent to a larger hospital in New Orleans. Although she lingered for nearly a month before her death on June 19, 1864, medical personnel never recorded the secret of her gender on her official records, and her headstone in the Chalmette National Cemetery in New Orleans reads “Lyons Wakeman.”
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Walcutt, Charles Carroll

Birth Date: February 12, 1838

Death Date: May 2, 1898

Union officer. Charles Carroll Walcutt was born on February 12, 1838, in Columbus, Ohio. He graduated from the Kentucky Military Institute in 1858. Walcutt worked as a surveyor in Ohio until the onset of the Civil War in 1861, when he began to recruit a company of volunteer infantrymen.

On October 1, 1861, Walcutt entered the Union Army as a major of the 46th Ohio and was promoted to lieutenant colonel in January 1862. His first major action was the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where he sustained a wound. On October 16, 1862, he became colonel of the 46th Ohio, leading it—and on occasion a brigade—during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). During the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863), Walcutt had temporary command of a brigade in XV Corps, Army of the Tennessee.

Walcutt next saw action in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), during which time he was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on July 30. He also participated in Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and was conspicuous during the only set-piece engagement of that operation, the Battle of Griswoldville (November 22, 1864). There Walcutt’s brigade defeated a larger Confederate force, and he was wounded during the action.

Walcutt did not return to active duty until March 1865. The following month, he became commander of the 1st Division, XIV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, and was brevetted major general of volunteers. He mustered out in January 1866 to accept a regular army commission as lieutenant colonel of the new 10th Cavalry but resigned in December. He then became warden of the Ohio Penitentiary in Columbus, serving until 1869. During the early 1870s, he was collector of internal revenue; thereafter, he served two terms as mayor of Columbus. Walcutt died on May 2, 1898, in Omaha, Nebraska.
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Walke, Henry

Birth Date: December 24, 1808

Death Date: March 8, 1896

Union naval officer. Born in Princess Anne County, Virginia, on December 24, 1808, Henry Walke as a boy moved with his family to Chillicothe, Ohio. In February 1827 he entered the U.S. Navy as a midshipman. He was promoted to passed midshipman in June 1833, to lieutenant in December 1839, and to commander in September 1855. Serving in a variety of routine assignments during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Walke was the executive officer on the bomb brig Vesuvius in the Gulf Squadron and participated in operations against Veracruz, Tabasco, Tuxpan, and Alvarado.

In January 1861 Walke was at Pensacola, Florida, with the storeship Supply when secessionists seized the navy yard there. He removed the garrison and transported the men to New York. Court-martialed for leaving his station without orders, he received only a mild reprimand.

Assigned to the western theater, Walke took command of the gunboat Tyler under Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote. Walke provided critical shore bombardment support while in command of the Tyler and another timberclad, the Lexington, during the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861). Given command of the ironclad Carondelet, he took part in the Union capture of Forts Henry and Donelson in February 1862. Walke volunteered for the daring mission of steaming past Confederate-held Island No. 10, which he accomplished on the stormy night of April 4–5, 1862. This action enabled Union troops at New Madrid, Missouri, to cross the Mississippi, cutting off Island No. 10 and forcing its surrender.

Walke participated in subsequent operations against Fort Pillow as well as in the Battle of Memphis (June 6, 1862) and operations up the Yazoo River. Advanced to captain in July 1862, he commanded the ironclad Lafayette during the First Vicksburg Campaigns (October 16–December 29, 1862) and the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). In September 1863 he received command of the screw sloop Sacramento, and from January 1864 he searched for Confederate commerce raiders in European waters. Locating CSS Rappahannock at Calais, he spent 15 months blockading that ship there.

Advanced to commodore in July 1866, Walke became a rear admiral in July 1870. He retired in April 1871 but then served on the Lighthouse Board until April 1873. A talented artist and a writer, Walke published articles and a book about his Civil War experiences, which he also illustrated. Walke died in Brooklyn, New York, on March 8, 1896.
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Walker, Henry Harrison

Birth Date: October 15, 1832

Death Date: March 22, 1912

Confederate officer. Henry Harrison Walker was born on October 15, 1832, on his family’s plantation in Sussex County, Virginia. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1853 and served along the frontier until he resigned his first lieutenant’s commission in May 1861. Walker was subsequently appointed an infantry captain in the Confederate Army. Later that year, he became lieutenant colonel of the 40th Virginia Infantry.

Walker fought during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and was badly wounded at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27). Thereafter he commanded a convalescent camp and saw duty along the Richmond defenses. Walker was promoted to brigadier general to date from July 1, 1863, leading a brigade in the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). He also saw combat during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). During the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), Walker was seriously wounded and lost a foot to amputation. He subsequently held administrative and court-martial duties until war’s end. Walker was paroled on May 7, 1865, in Richmond.

After the war Walker relocated to Morristown, New Jersey, where he became an investment broker. He died there on March 22, 1912.
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Walker, James Alexander

Birth Date: August 27, 1832

Death Date: October 20, 1901

Confederate officer. James Alexander Walker was born on August 27, 1832, in Mt. Sidney, Virginia, and attended the Virginia Military Institute. During his last year there, he was expelled for insubordination in a class taught by future Confederate general Thomas J. Jackson. Walker allegedly challenged Jackson to a duel to redeem his honor, but the confrontation never occurred. Instead, Walker worked for a short time for a railroad before studying law at the University of Virginia in 1855. Admitted to the bar in 1856, he established a legal practice in Pulaski County, Virginia.

In April 1861, Walker entered Confederate service as a captain in the 4th Virginia Infantry. For a short time he served under the command of his old nemesis, Colonel Thomas J. Jackson, at Harpers Ferry. On May 17, 1861, Walker was appointed lieutenant colonel of the 13th Virginia Infantry, and on February 26, 1862, he became colonel.

Walker led his regiment ably during Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) and with the Army of Northern Virginia during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Walker also rendered excellent service in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). His superiors noted his tenacity and bravery and gave him charge of a brigade during the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he was badly wounded. He retained brigade command in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Ironically, it was Jackson, now a lieutenant general, who recommended Walker for promotion to brigadier general, which occurred on May 15, 1863. Walker then took command of the storied Stonewall Brigade.

Walker saw action during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863), and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863) as well the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864). During the latter engagement, he was severely wounded and spent several months recuperating. Thereafter, he had charge of a division during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865).

Postbellum, Walker resumed his legal practice in Pulaski and farmed. During 1871 and 1872, he sat in the Virginia House of Delegates as a Democrat. Walker was elected Virginia’s lieutenant governor in 1876 and, after switching allegiance to the Republican Party, served in the U.S. House of Representatives (1895–1899). Walker died on October 20, 1901, in Wytheville, Virginia.
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Walker, John George

Birth Date: July 22, 1822

Death Date: July 20, 1893

Confederate officer. John George Walker was born on July 22, 1822, in Cole County, Missouri. He graduated from Jesuit College (St. Louis) in 1844. In 1846 Walker joined the U.S. Army as a first lieutenant and saw combat during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), for which he was brevetted captain. Remaining in the army, he served on the frontier, earning promotion to captain in 1851. On July 31, 1861, he resigned his commission and joined the Confederate Army as a colonel, commanding a brigade in northern Virginia (he is not to be confused with John G. Walker of the 8th Texas Cavalry). Advanced to brigadier general on January 9, 1862, Walker was attached to the District of Aquia and then the Department of North Carolina before he joined the Army of Northern Virginia for the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1), during which he was wounded.

Walker commanded a small division and fought valiantly at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), where he was again wounded. His performance here brought him promotion to major general on November 8, 1862, at which point he was assigned to the Trans-Mississippi Department. There he ably led a Texas infantry division. Walker’s troops took part in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). His men played a key role in the defeat of Union troops under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks driving on Shreveport in the Battle of Mansfield (April 8, 1864). Walker then went north and engaged another prong of the Union drive on Shreveport, defeating Union troops under Major General Frederick Steele about 30 miles south of Little Rock, Arkansas, in the Battle of Jenkins’ Ferry (April 30, 1864). In August 1864, Walker took command of the District of Western Louisiana. He then commanded the District of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona until March 31, 1865, when he resumed command of a division.

With the end of the war, Walker was among a number of Confederate officers who sought refuge in Mexico. After a brief stay there he went to Great Britain, where he worked for a land development business focusing on Venezuelan settlement. Returning to the United States in 1868, he worked for a railroad company and an insurance company before settling in Winchester, Virginia. During the first Grover Cleveland administration (1885–1889), Walker was U.S. consul general in Bogotá, Colombia; in 1889 he also served as a commissioner to the Pan American Convention. Walker died on July 20, 1893, in Winchester, Virginia.
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Walker, Leroy Pope

Birth Date: February 7, 1817

Death Date: August 23, 1884

Confederate secretary of war (February–September 1861) and officer. Leroy Pope Walker was born on February 7, 1817, in Huntsville, Alabama, to a distinguished family. After studying at the University of Alabama and the University of Virginia, he was admitted to the bar at age 20. Walker then opened a law practice and held several local offices, including circuit court judge. At the same time, he became known as a staunch defender of Southern rights and an advocate of secession by 1860.

As Confederate president Jefferson Davis assembled his cabinet in early 1861, he sought to have representation from all the states. Thus, despite Walker’s inexperience in military affairs or national politics, Davis offered him the important post of secretary of war. Walker took office on February 25, 1861.

Although Walker successfully mobilized some 200,000 soldiers in less than six months, it soon became apparent that he had been a poor choice. He was unable to properly equip new recruits with supplies and weapons and seemed unable to offer solutions to the myriad problems faced by the Confederate Army. He also engaged in ongoing feuds with state governors, who resented centralized decision making in Richmond. Walker was also an ineffectual administrator.

Walker’s health deteriorated under mounting pressure, and after a disagreement with President Davis over the disposition of Confederate forces in Kentucky, Walker resigned his office on September 16, 1861. The next day Davis appointed him a brigadier general, but Walker never held a field command or saw combat and resigned in March 1862. From late 1864 to early 1865, he was a military court judge in Alabama, with the rank of colonel. When the war ended, he returned to his law practice. Walker died on August 23, 1884, in Huntsville, Alabama.
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Walker, Lucius Marshall

Birth Date: October 18, 1829

Death Date: September 7, 1863

Confederate officer. Lucius Marshall Walker was born on October 18, 1829, in Columbia, Tennessee. He was the nephew of President James K. Polk and brother-in-law of Confederate brigadier general Frank C. Armstrong. Walker graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1850 and was commissioned a brevet second lieutenant of dragoons. He subsequently saw service on the frontier and reached the rank of second lieutenant before resigning his commission in 1852. Walker then moved to Memphis, where he spent the next few years working as a commission merchant.

In 1861 Walker entered Confederate military service as a lieutenant colonel in the 40th Tennessee Infantry Regiment. He was promoted to full colonel on November 11, 1861, and was assigned to command the post at Memphis. On March 11, 1862, Walker was appointed brigadier general and stationed at New Madrid, a post from which he was later ordered to retreat. Because of illness, he was not present during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). However, he was with Confederate forces during the Union advance on and siege of Corinth (May 3–30, 1862) and took part in their retreat to Tupelo, Mississippi. During an engagement at Farmington, Mississippi, in May 1862, a brigade under his command attacked and drove Union forces away from their fortifications. Despite this accomplishment, Walker was unpopular with key Confederate officials, namely General Braxton Bragg, who had no confidence in Walker’s abilities. As a consequence, Walker was granted transfer to a command west of the Mississippi in March 1863.

Reporting to Lieutenant General Edmund Kirby Smith, Walker took command of a cavalry division and participated in the unsuccessful July 1863 attack on Union forces in Helena, Arkansas. After the Battle of Reed’s Bridge (August 26, 1863), a feud developed between Walker and Brigadier General John Marmaduke after Marmaduke publicly accused Walker of cowardice. Marmaduke claimed that Walker had imperiled his men by being absent from the field in the face of the enemy. In truth, Walker had withdrawn his troops because of strong indications that Union forces were about to flank his position.

Believing that he had been unjustly accused, Walker challenged Marmaduke to a duel, a practice still not uncommon in this era. Although their commander issued an order to the parties to remain in their quarters, a series of mishaps prevented it from reaching both men. Walker and Marmaduke met near Little Rock, Arkansas, on September 6, 1863, squaring off with Colt Navy revolvers. Although each initially shot and missed, Marmaduke was able to refire first, mortally wounding his opponent. Walker died the next day.
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Walker, Mary Edwards

Birth Date: November 26, 1832

Death Date: February 21, 1919

Physician, humanitarian, and women’s rights advocate. Mary Edwards Walker was born in Oswego, New York, on November 26, 1832. Encouraged by her parents to pursue her education beyond the primary level, for a brief time she worked as a teacher before deciding on a career as a medical doctor, a profession that at the time was almost completely closed to women. Through sheer perseverance, she gained acceptance at the Syracuse Medical College and graduated with an MD degree in 1855, only the second American woman to achieve the degree. Married while in medical school, she refused to adopt her husband’s surname and opened a medical practice in Rome, New York, which soon failed because most people refused to accept a female physician. From there she went to Cincinnati, Ohio, to practice medicine but enjoyed little success.
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Mary Edwards Walker was, in 1855, one of very few women to have earned a medical degree from an American university. A Union Army surgeon during the Civil War, she was captured by the Confederates when she crossed battle lines to treat wounded Southern civilians and was held for several months as a spy until exchanged. A militant feminist, Walker remains the only woman to be awarded the Medal of Honor. (Library of Congress)

When the Civil War began in 1861, Walker volunteered her services to the Union Army, which permitted her to work as a nurse but not as a physician. She worked mostly in a hospital in Washington, D.C. In September 1863, the 52nd Ohio Infantry Regiment hired her as a contract surgeon for a period of six months, and in October 1864 the Union Army hired her as an assistant surgeon, a commission she held until she resigned in June 1865. Her position enabled her to move freely between Union and Confederate lines, and she actively sought to treat civilians on both sides. There is conjecture that she performed espionage work for the Union side, but this has never been substantiated. Nevertheless, as she was treating a wounded Confederate soldier in 1864, she was charged with spying. She spent four months as a prisoner before being exchanged. During her war service, Walker adopted the Union officer’s uniform but wore her hair in curls to ensure that she was not mistaken for a man.

On November 11, 1865, Walker became the first woman to be awarded the Medal of Honor—thanks to the recommendations of Major Generals William T. Sherman and George Thomas—for her meritorious work during the war. Following the war, Walker continued to work as a physician, published two books, and actively campaigned for women’s rights, improved health care, and temperance. She also advocated the direct election of U.S. senators. Walker was known for her adoption of the bloomer outfit, which incorporated both a skirt and trousers. Arrested many times because of her penchant for wearing male attire, she later wore men’s suits exclusively. In 1897 Walker tried unsuccessfully to establish an all-female colony, which she called Adamless Eden. Because she spurned the prescribed gender roles of the era, she was considered highly controversial and militant. Most women did not support her activities, and even her own family ostracized her.

In 1919 the federal government revoked Walker’s Medal of Honor, and despite demands by the U.S. Army that she return the medal, she refused, responding, “You can have it, over my dead body.” Walker died alone and penniless on February 21, 1919, in Oswego, New York. In 1977 President Jimmy Carter signed a proclamation posthumously restoring the Medal of Honor.
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Walker, Reuben Lindsay

Birth Date: May 29, 1827

Death Date: June 7, 1890

Confederate officer. Reuben Lindsay Walker was born in Logan, Virginia, on May 29, 1827. An 1845 graduate of the Virginia Military Institute, Walker worked for a time as a civil engineer and then became a farmer in Fluvanna County, Virginia. When the Civil War began in April 1861, he joined the Confederate Army as a captain, was given command of the Purcell Battery, and saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Promoted to major in March 1862, Walker was appointed chief of artillery in Brigadier General Ambrose P. Hill’s division, Army of Northern Virginia. Walker served with Hill until the end of the war and ultimately came to command his III Corps artillery.

Walker performed well, fighting in 63 battles and skirmishes without receiving a single injury. He took only one brief furlough because of illness. The only major campaign in the East that he missed was the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Walker was promoted to brigadier general on February 18, 1865. He led a column of reserve artillery, supply wagons, and some infantry in the Confederate retreat from Petersburg. Walker fought an action with Union cavalry on April 8, one of the last fights of the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9), as General Robert E. Lee surrendered the following day.

After the war, Walker returned to his farm and then engaged in engineering and railroad work. From 1872 to 1874, he was superintendent of the Marine & Selma Railroad. He then worked as an engineer for the Richmond & Allegheny Railroad. After that he oversaw two major building projects, including an addition to the Texas Capitol building. Walker died in Fluvanna County on June 7, 1890.
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Walker, Robert John

Birth Date: July 19, 1801

Death Date: November 11, 1869

Lawyer, Democratic politician, and financial speculator. Robert John Walker was born on July 19, 1801, in Northumberland, Pennsylvania. He graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1819 and was admitted to the bar in 1821. Walker and his brother established a lucrative law practice in Natchez, Mississippi, in 1826, and within a decade, Walker had amassed sufficient funds to run for national political office. In 1835 he was elected as a Jacksonian Democrat to the U.S. Senate, where he served until 1845.

While in the Senate, Walker supported low tariffs, the passage of the Independent Treasury Act of 1836, protection for the institution of slavery, and the annexation of Texas. In return for Walker’s shrewd handling of his own compromise dark horse selection by the Democratic convention in 1844, President James K. Polk named Walker secretary of the treasury in 1845, a post he held until 1849.

A close adviser to the president, Walker helped resolve the conflict with Britain over the Oregon Territory. He also oversaw the implementation of lower tariff rates (the Walker Tariff of 1846 carried his name). A diligent and efficient administrator, Walker managed to secure a badly needed loan in Europe to help finance the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and sponsored the bill that created the Department of the Interior.

After leaving office, Walker capitalized on his political contacts by becoming a lobbyist and a land speculator. In 1851 and 1852, he acted as an agent in London for selling Illinois Central Railroad securities and then accepted appointment as governor of the volatile Kansas Territory in March 1857.

As territorial governor, Walker authorized a state constitutional convention to meet in Lecompton in 1857. That convention was to determine, based upon popular sovereignty, whether the territory should seek to be admitted to the Union as a slave state or a free state. Walker wanted a fair representation of the territory’s slave and antislave population to participate. However, because local election districts had been gerrymandered in favor of proslavery candidates and because the election returns were in the control of local proslavery officials, antislavery advocates refused to participate. The proslavery forces produced what became known as the Lecompton Constitution.

Despite Walker’s appeal for President Buchanan to ignore the Lecompton Constitution as a fraud, the president decided to submit it to Congress. Faced with a lack of support in Kansas and in the White House, Walker resigned as territorial governor soon thereafter.

During the Civil War, Walker was successful in selling bonds in Great Britain to finance the North’s war effort. He also helped in the successful effort to purchase Alaska in 1867. Walker died on November 11, 1869, in Washington, D.C.
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Walker, William Henry Talbot

Birth Date: November 26, 1816

Death Date: July 22, 1864

Confederate officer. William Henry Talbot Walker was born in Augusta, Georgia, on November 26, 1816, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1837. He was then assigned to the 6th U.S. Infantry, which was then engaged in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) in Florida, and was severely wounded. Walker resigned his commission on October 31, 1838, but was reinstated in November 1840 and again served with the 6th Infantry. On November 7, 1845, he was promoted to captain. Walker took part in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was again wounded and twice brevetted for gallantry. During 1849–1852 he performed recruitment duty, and during 1854–1856 he served as commandant of cadets at West Point. On March 3, 1855, he was promoted to major.

On December 20, 1860, Walker resigned his commission. He was commissioned a colonel in the Georgia Militia on February 1, 1861, and on March 13 he was promoted to major general. On April 25 he accepted a commission as colonel in the Confederate Army and was promoted to brigadier general in May 1861. Dissatisfied with the assignments he received, he resigned his commission and reentered the Georgia Militia, serving with the state forces until January 1863.

On February 9, 1863, Walker again took a brigadier’s commission in the Confederate Army. He was given a division command in General Joseph E. Johnston’s Department of the West on May 21 and then on May 23 was promoted to major general. Walker took part in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) before being transferred to the Department of Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana in July. In August he was assigned to the Army of Tennessee and commanded the provisional Reserve Corps at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). He led a division in Lieutenant General William J. Hardee’s corps during the battles for Chattanooga (November 1863).

Walker next led his division during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), but he was shot and killed during the Battle of Atlanta (July 22, 1864).
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Walker, William Sparhawk

Birth Date: December 6, 1793

Death Date: November 24, 1863

Union naval officer. Born in Newington, New Hampshire, on December 6, 1793, William Sparhawk Walker received a midshipman’s warrant on March 14, 1814. He was promoted to lieutenant on January 13, 1825, and to commander on September 8, 1841. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Walker commanded the bomb brig Stromboli in operations in May 1847 against the Gulf Coast port of Coatzacoalcos, Mexico. He was promoted to captain on September 14, 1855.

At the beginning of 1861, Walker was commanding the screw sloop Brooklyn in the Home Squadron. On January 7, 1861, he was ordered by Secretary of the Navy Isaac Toucey to sail to Charleston, South Carolina, and assist the Star of the West in reprovisioning Fort Sumter. Arriving off Charleston Harbor on January 12, Walker learned that the Star of the West had been fired on by shore batteries, and he returned to Hampton Roads. Ordered on January 21 to embark troops at Fort Monroe and deliver them to the beleaguered Fort Pickens, which was still in Union hands after the secession of Florida, he there learned that an agreement had been reached whereby state forces would not assault Fort Pickens in return for a pledge that Union forces at the fort would not be reinforced. The troops were finally landed on April 12 by order of the new administration headed by President Abraham Lincoln.

Walker’s health and age led to his relief from command in the summer of 1861, and he was placed on the retired list on December 21. Early in 1863 he was promoted to commodore on the retired list, with rank backdated to July 16, 1862. Walker died in Boston, Massachusetts, on November 24, 1863.
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Walker, William Stephen

Birth Date: April 13, 1822

Death Date: June 7, 1899

Confederate officer. William Stephen Walker was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on April 13, 1822. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he received a direct commission as a first lieutenant of the Voltigeurs (a regular light infantry unit inspired by the French Army and designed as a special skirmishing company carrying rifled muskets). Walker later became a staff officer. He was brevetted captain for gallantry and meritorious service while under fire in September 1847 in the Battle of Chapultepec. He mustered out of the army in 1848. In March 1855 with the expansion of the regular army, he was commissioned a captain in the new 1st U.S. Cavalry.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Walker resigned his commission to fight for the South and was granted a captain’s commission in the Confederate Army. At first he performed mustering and inspection duties with the Department of South Carolina and the Department of Georgia. While on administrative duties in South Carolina, he was promoted to colonel in October 1862. In the Battle of Pocotaligo (October 22, 1862), he commanded 2,000 Confederates who blocked 4,500 Federals intending to disrupt the Charleston & Savannah Railroad. Eight days later he was advanced to brigadier general. With this promotion he served under General P. G. T. Beauregard, charged with the command of coastal defenses of Georgia and southern South Carolina. Walker continued in administrative posts throughout Georgia and South Carolina until transferring to a brigade command at Kinston, North Carolina, on April 29, 1864.

In May 1864, Walker and his brigade went north to Virginia. Walker arrived in Petersburg shortly after Beauregard’s forces had been attacked by Major General Benjamin F. Butler’s Army of the James at the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864). During the Battle of Ware Bottom Church (May 20, 1864), Walker led what General Butler later termed “a very daring charge” against the Union right and accidentally rode into the Union lines. During the melee that followed Walker attempted to escape, but his horse was shot from under him by a volley from the 67th Ohio Infantry. Walker was shot through the arm, and his right leg was shattered above the ankle. Carried to the Union hospital at Fort Monroe, he survived the amputation of his leg and returned to the Confederate lines after an October 1864 prisoner exchange.

Still only partially recovered, Walker was placed in command at Weldon, North Carolina, on October 29 and remained there until the end of hostilities in 1865. Following the Confederate surrender, Walker settled in Atlanta, Georgia, where he died on June 7, 1899.
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Wallace, Lewis

Birth Date: April 10, 1827

Death Date: February 15, 1905

Union officer. Lewis “Lew” Wallace was born in Brookville, Indiana, on April 10, 1827. He moved to Indianapolis in 1837 after his father, David Wallace, was elected governor of the state. Lew Wallace showed interest in the military at an early age, and he once ran away from home and tried to join the navy of the Republic of Texas.

Returning to Indiana, Wallace worked as a reporter and studied law. After failing to pass the bar exam, he joined the Indiana volunteers at the start of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Wallace was commissioned a second lieutenant but did not see combat.

In 1849 Wallace passed the bar and began practicing law. After moving his family to Crawfordsville, Indiana, he won election to the Indiana Senate in 1856. That same year he organized a private military unit, the Montgomery Guards, that he trained and uniformed as Zouaves, after French troops of the same name.
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Major General Lewis (Lew) Wallace commanded a crack force of Union troops in the July 9, 1864, Battle of Monocacy in Maryland. Although defeated, he bought time for additional reinforcements to arrive and end the threat to Washington, D.C. A talented writer, Wallace later wrote the novel Ben Hur: A Tale of the Christ (1880). (Library of Congress)

When the Civil War began in 1861, Indiana governor Oliver Morton appointed Wallace state adjutant general with responsibility for recruiting and organizing Indiana volunteers for the Union Army. Wallace enlisted double the number of troops that the federal government had requested and then resigned to become colonel of the 11th Indiana Infantry Regiment.

Wallace led his troops into action at Romney, Virginia, in June 1861, seizing the Confederate-held town. He was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers in September 1861 and joined Brigadier General Ulysses Grant’s army in Tennessee. Commanding a division at Fort Donelson, on February 15, 1862, Wallace helped close a breach that the Confederates had made in the Union lines and prevented the garrison from breaking out. The fort surrendered the next day, and Wallace was rewarded with promotion to major general of volunteers in March.

At the start of the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), Wallace’s division was camped six miles from the field. While the Confederates overran the Union positions, Wallace, confused by Grant’s orders, delayed his march, then took the wrong road and did not join the army until evening. Wallace participated in the successful counterattack the next day; however, his poor performance on April 6 resulted in his removal from command.

Wallace was restored to command in the summer when Confederate forces threatened Cincinnati. He prepared defensive positions, but the Confederates did not reach the city. On March 12, 1864, as commander of the Middle Department (VIII Corps), he assumed responsibility for protecting most of Maryland. When Confederate troops under Lieutenant General Jubal Early invaded Maryland in July, placing Washington, D.C., in jeopardy, Wallace assembled a scratch force of militia, convalescents, and regulars and on July 9, bolstered by reinforcements from the Army of the Potomac, made a stand at Monocacy Junction in Maryland. Wallace was defeated there, but he bought time for additional reinforcements to arrive and end the threat to Washington.

At the conclusion of the war, Wallace served on military courts that tried the conspirators in the Abraham Lincoln assassination as well as Henry Wirz, commander of the notorious Andersonville prison camp. Wallace then resigned from the army, but his public service was not at an end. He was governor of the New Mexico Territory from 1878 to 1881 and American minister to Turkey from 1881 to 1885. He wrote several books, including Ben Hur: A Tale of the Christ (1880). Wallace died at Crawfordsville, Indiana, on February 15, 1905.

JIM PIECUCH

See also

Andersonville Prison, Georgia; Fort Donelson, Battle of; Lincoln Assassination; Monocacy, Battle of; Shiloh, Battle of; Wirz, Heinrich Hartmann; Zouaves

Further Reading

Morsberger, Robert E., and Katharine M. Morsberger. Lew Wallace, Militant Romantic. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1980.

Wallace, Lew. Smoke, Sound, & Fury: The Civil War Memoirs of Major-General Lew Wallace, U.S. Volunteers. Edited by Jim Leeke. Philadelphia: Polyglot, 2004.

_______________________

Wallace, William Harvey Lamb

Birth Date: July 8, 1821

Death Date: April 10, 1862

Union officer. William Harvey Lamb Wallace was born on July 8, 1821, in Urbana, Ohio, and moved to La Salle County, Illinois, as a boy. After studying law, he passed the bar in 1846. That same year, he enlisted in the 1st Illinois Infantry Regiment as a private at the beginning of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He performed well and mustered out at war’s end in 1848 as a second lieutenant. Wallace then opened a law practice in La Salle County and served as that county’s district attorney until 1861.

Wallace joined the 11th Illinois Infantry Regiment as its colonel on April 10, 1860, for a period of three months. On July 30 he reenlisted in the same unit, along with most of the same men for the duration. His unit was then dispatched to the District of Cairo (Illinois) for garrison duty. On October 14, 1861, Wallace took command of the district’s 3rd brigade and led it ably during the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862). He was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on March 21, 1862. Wallace soon took charge of the 2nd Division, Army of the Tennessee, but was then sidelined by illness.

Wallace recovered sufficiently enough to command his division at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). On April 6 his men absorbed repeated Confederate attacks, withdrew stubbornly, and took up a position to the right of Brigadier General Benjamin M. Prentiss’s 6th Division, anchoring the so-called Hornet’s Nest. In the course of the first day of battle, this Union position became increasingly tenuous, but both generals vowed to stand firm. As Wallace was rallying his men, he was severely wounded in the head by a piece of shrapnel. Prentiss now had no choice but to capitulate while Wallace lay dying inside enemy lines. Unconscious and near death, Wallace was discovered during the Union advance the following morning and was transported to Savannah, Tennessee, where he died on April 10, 1862.
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Wallace, William Henry

Birth Date: March 24, 1827

Death Date: March 20, 1901

Confederate officer. William Henry Wallace was born on March 24, 1827, in Laurens District, South Carolina. He graduated from South Carolina College in 1849. Wallace later became a lawyer as well as a newspaper publisher and planter. In 1860 he was elected to the state legislature, where he advocated secession.

In the spring of 1861, Wallace enlisted as a private in the 18th South Carolina Infantry Regiment and quickly became its adjutant. Wallace’s outfit remained in South Carolina until the summer of 1862, when it was sent north to join the Army of Northern Virginia. Meanwhile, in May 1862 Wallace became lieutenant colonel of the 18th South Carolina. Present at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), he was advanced to colonel effective August 30 following the death of his regimental commander.

Wallace led the 18th South Carolina during the Battles of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and Antietam (September 17, 1862). That autumn, Wallace’s regiment returned to South Carolina, manning the Charleston defenses. Returning to the Army of Northern Virginia in the spring of 1864, Wallace’s regiment was shattered at the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864). He was advanced to brigadier general on September 20, 1864, and commanded a brigade during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), at the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865), and during the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865).

After surrendering at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865, Wallace returned to his native state, where he resumed operation of his plantation. He also practiced law and served three terms in the state legislature. In 1877 he was named a circuit court judge and retired from that post in 1893. Wallace died on March 20, 1901, in Union, South Carolina.
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Walthall, Edward Cary

Birth Date: April 4, 1831

Death Date: April 21, 1898

Confederate officer. Edward Cary Walthall was born on April 4, 1831, in Richmond, Virginia, but moved with his family to Mississippi when he was 10 years old. As a young man, he worked as a circuit court clerk, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1852. He established a law practice in Coffeeville, Mississippi, and served as a district attorney from 1856 until 1861.

When the Civil War began, Walthall enlisted with the Yalobusha Rifles, which was attached to the 15th Mississippi Infantry Regiment. Elected a lieutenant, he soon became the outfit’s lieutenant colonel. He led the regiment well at the Battle of Mill Springs (January 19, 1862) during the colonel’s absence. On April 11, 1862, Walthall was appointed colonel of the 29th Mississippi Infantry, which he led ably during the Siege of Munfordville (September 13–17, 1862) in Kentucky. He was then taken ill and spent several months recovering.

Advanced to brigadier general on April 23, 1863, to date from December 13, 1862, Walthall led a brigade or a division in the Army of Tennessee for the remainder of the war. He saw action in the Battles of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Lookout Mountain (November 24, 1863), and Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863) and was wounded in the latter battle. He also participated in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), during which he was promoted to major general; the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 22, 1864); and Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Union officials paroled Walthall on May 1, 1865, in Greensboro, North Carolina.

After the war Walthall returned to Mississippi, where he practiced law. In March 1885 he was appointed to the U.S. Senate to fill a seat left vacant by Lucius Q. Lamar, who had accepted a cabinet position. Except for the period from January 1894 to March 1895 when he resigned because of health issues, Walthall remained in the Senate until his death in Washington, D.C., on April 21, 1898.
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War Correspondents

Journalists who covered the Civil War. Individuals had reported on wars since ancient times, but the popularity of newspapers and magazines led to an increasing demand for coverage of contemporary events. William Howard Russell, who reported on the Crimean War (1853–1856) for the Times of London, is said to have been the first modern war correspondent. Later he reported on the beginning of the Civil War in America.

The invention of the telegraph in the 1840s was a great boon to war reporting. The telegraph allowed messages to be transmitted over considerable distances within a few minutes. Reports could thus be sent by correspondents in the field to their newspapers on a daily basis.

The Civil War saw an unprecedented demand for war coverage, both North and South. B. S. Osbon, a minister’s son making $9 a week for the New York World, proved the adage about being in the right place at the right time when he watched the bombardment of Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861. “The ball is opened,” he reported. “War is inaugurated.” He was quickly hired for $25 a week by the New York Herald, which featured the most aggressive war coverage. Dozens of correspondents watched the confusion of the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). A reporter for the Memphis Appeal became the first journalist prisoner of war when he was captured behind Union lines. New York Herald correspondent and German immigrant Henry Villard scooped his competition with the first complete account of the battle. Villard went on to provide an exclusive account of the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). His report was partially censored by his paper but was provided in person to President Abraham Lincoln.

During the war, many Northern newspapers devoted as much as one-third of their news space to war accounts. George W. Smalley’s 69-paragraph account of the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), published in the New York Tribune on September 19, was considered by many to be the best battlefield account of the war. Written at night in a railroad boxcar, it was acclaimed by eyewitness military and journalistic observers alike and was reprinted in 1,400 newspapers around the country. Albert D. Richardson of the Chicago Tribune reported extensively from the South with coded transmissions by way of New York banks. While on a Union warship running past Vicksburg, he was knocked from the deck of the ship by the shock of a Confederate cannonball and was picked up in the water by the Confederates.

Censorship was a particular problem. In the North, the military controlled telegraph lines and severely restricted anything but military transmissions. The government’s official censor, H. E. Thayer, prohibited dispatches related even to civil operations of the government. Correspondents were forced to gather news as best they could. Many wrote under pen names to facilitate their behind-the-scenes efforts. Cincinnati Gazette correspondent Whitelaw Reid, writing as “Agate,” filled 14 columns with an account of the first day of fighting at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), noting that “Right on came the Rebels. They were upon the guns, were bayoneting the gunners, were waving their flags over our pieces. But they had penetrated to the fatal point.” Southern correspondents were constantly reminded that their reports needed to meet public interests, but General P. G. T. Beauregard was chided for holding up telegraphic news dispatches.

Southern editors got most of their news from the Press Association of the Confederate States, known as the PA, the reverse of the Associated Press (AP) in the North. PA dispatches were permitted on military telegraph lines, because accurate militarily secure news was considered good for morale. Among the best-known Southern reporters was Felix Gregory de Fontaine, known as “Personne” in dispatches to the Charleston Courier. His 8,000-word account of Antietam was the best piece of Southern war reporting. Peter W. Alexander, identified in the Savannah Republican and other newspapers as “P.W.A.,” gained fame for his account of Gettysburg that questioned General Robert E. Lee’s full-scale assault strategy. They were joined by Samuel C. Reid Jr. of the New Orleans Picayune, Albert J. Street of the Mobile Register, and a number of others, including unidentified reporters such as “Shadow,” who may have been young Henry Watterson of the Louisville Courier-Journal.

More than 340 correspondents covered the war for the Union side, while fewer than 100 did so for the Confederacy, largely because of manpower shortages. Most Confederate war correspondents were soldiers who wrote under pseudonyms in order to protect themselves from retaliation by their military superiors and from prosecution under censorship laws. The PA collapsed with the reversal of the South’s military fortunes, and paper shortages reduced the number of Southern newspapers. Newspaper coverage was more restricted later in the war, and Union major general William T. Sherman largely ignored the press during his March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864).

At least eight correspondents lost their lives reporting the Civil War. Irving Carson of the Chicago Tribune was decapitated by a cannonball on April 6 while covering the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). The New York Herald lost three of its correspondents, including Lynde Buckingham, who was thrown from his horse during an ambush by John Mosby’s Confederate troops near Aldie, Virginia, in 1863. John Linebaugh of the Memphis Daily Appeal drowned in October 1864 when he attempted to swim to shore from a grounded steamboat.

In addition to the correspondents, artists accompanied the troops, and their work, sometimes made under fire at considerable personal risk, found its way into magazines, such as Harper’s Weekly and Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, or into newspapers as woodcuts to illustrate the journalists’ accounts. Among the more prominent artists were Eugene Benson, Edwin Forbes, Henry Mosler, Frank Vizetelly, and brothers Alfred and William Waud. Northern war correspondents, who usually traveled in groups and often pooled information and reports, called themselves the Bohemian Brigade. They basked in the glory of their efforts long after the war had ended.
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Ward, James Harmon

Birth Date: September 25, 1806

Death Date: June 27, 1861

Union naval officer. Born in Hartford, Connecticut, on September 25, 1806, James Harmon Ward graduated in 1823 from the American Literary, Scientific, and Military Academy (today Norwich University) and received an appointment as a midshipman in the U.S. Navy on March 4, 1823. He served aboard the frigate Constitution in the Mediterranean Squadron for four years, then studied for one year at Washington College in Hartford. He saw further sea duty in the Mediterranean and with the Africa Squadron before serving with the West Indies Squadron combating piracy. He then became an instructor of ordnance and gunnery at the Naval School in Philadelphia. In 1845 Lieutenant Ward became one of the first staff members at the new U.S. Naval Academy, serving as executive officer and as instructor of gunnery and steam engineering. He was known as one of the most scholarly officers in the U.S. Navy and throughout his career published numerous texts on naval matters, including steam engineering, ordnance, and gunnery.

In 1847 Ward assumed command of the frigate Cumberland, serving with the Home Squadron in the Gulf of Mexico for the remainder of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). From 1848 to 1850 he commanded the steam gunboat Vixen, again with the Home Squadron in Mexican waters. His most significant service in the 1850s involved commanding the sloop Jamestown from 1855 to 1857 in the Africa Squadron in an effort to stop the international slave trade. In 1860 Commander Ward began a tour of duty at the New York Navy Yard, completing his last book on steam engineering at this time.

As tensions rose between the North and the South in early 1861, Ward helped develop a plan to relieve the U.S. Army garrison at Fort Sumter, South Carolina, and was recommended to be its commander. The plan was never implemented, however. He then suggested the creation of a so-called flying squadron—later the Potomac Flotilla—and in May 1861 took command of that seven-ship squadron in Chesapeake Bay. Its primary task was to protect the southern approaches to Washington, D.C. This command operated independently of the Atlantic Squadron.

With his flagship the recently purchased steamer Thomas Freeborn, Ward led his ships into action and silenced a Southern battery at Aquia Creek on June 1, 1861, in an otherwise inconclusive engagement with Confederate Army forces. On June 27, his flotilla landed men to destroy a Confederate battery at Matthias Point, Virginia, but faced stiff opposition. While sighting a bow gun on deck in an effort to support the withdrawal of his forces, Ward was mortally wounded, becoming the only member of his command killed in the engagement (four others were wounded). Ward thus became the first U.S. Navy officer killed in action during the Civil War.
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Ward, William Thomas

Birth Date: August 9, 1808

Death Date: October 12, 1878

Union officer. William Thomas Ward was born on August 9, 1808, in Amelia County, Virginia. After studies at St. Mary’s College (Kentucky), he became a lawyer in Greensburg, Kentucky. Ward was a major of Kentucky volunteers in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). He also served briefly in the Kentucky House of Representatives before serving one term (1851–1853) as a Whig in the U.S. House of Representatives.

In the summer of 1861, Ward began raising a pro-Union brigade in Kentucky, and on September 18 he was made a brigadier general of volunteers. The unit entered Union service at the same time. Until early 1862, Ward’s brigade remained in Kentucky and saw little fighting. In the spring, he was given charge of the 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, Reserve Corps, Army of the Ohio, which performed mostly garrison duty.

Ward saw action during a July 1862 Confederate incursion into Kentucky led by Colonel John H. Morgan. In November 1862, Ward took command of a Union stronghold in Gallatin, Tennessee, where he remained until August 1863. In early 1864, Ward briefly commanded a division in XI Corps, Army of the Cumberland. He later resumed a brigade command and saw action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). He was conspicuous at the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15, 1864), where he was wounded but refused medical assistance until the combat had ended. Ward assumed permanent command of the 3rd Division, XX Corps, in June and performed well during the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20, 1864).

Ward led his division in Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). Ward was brevetted major general of volunteers on February 25, 1865, and left the service in August 1865. He then opened a legal practice in Louisville, where he died on October 12, 1878.
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War Democrats

Members of the Democratic Party who opposed Southern secession and generally supported President Abraham Lincoln’s war policies. While the vast majority of War Democrats came from the Northern states, there were a sizable number of Southern Democrats who could also be classified as War Democrats. The War Democrats stood in opposition to the Peace Democrats (or Copperheads), who sought an immediate, negotiated, and nonviolent end to the Civil War. War Democrats believed that Southern secession should be terminated by force of arms.

War Democrats included national, state, and local political leaders from virtually every part of the country. Some of the more notable ones included Andrew Johnson of Tennessee, Joseph Holt of Kentucky, John McClernard of Illinois, Edwin M. Stanton of Ohio, and James A. McDougall of California. Some played key roles in the Lincoln administration. Johnson served as Lincoln’s second vice president beginning in 1865, and Stanton was secretary of war from 1862 until 1868.

War Democrats did not always agree on major issues, and some had distinctly different views on how to prosecute the war, but their one galvanizing belief was the inviolability of the Union and the federal government’s duty to bring it back together. Some War Democrats objected to the federal confiscation of Confederate property and slaves, believing this to be a violation of the U.S. Constitution; others could not abide by the suspension of habeas corpus, for the same reason.

Because they were in the distinct minority in Congress after the Southern states seceded from the Union in 1861, Northern Democrats had little choice but to support the war effort, lest they risk charges of disloyalty. They also risked political suicide had they not supported Lincoln. During the 1862 elections, the War Democrats played a major role in blunting the growing influence of the peace movement and the Peace Democrats, and during the 1864 presidential election the War Democrats aided Lincoln’s successful reelection bid. As the war dragged on, the number of War Democrats decreased as the Peace Democrats gained ground. By the same token, the loyalty of the remaining War Democrats actually became stronger as the war progressed, which partly offset their diminished numbers. Indeed, some came to support emancipation and the Radical Republican agenda.
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Ware Bottom Church, Battle of

Event Date: May 20, 1864

Engagement during the Bermuda Hundred Campaign (May 5–20, 1864). On May 5, 1864, Union major general Benjamin Butler’s 39,000-man Army of the James landed at Bermuda Hundred, a neck of land north of City Point at the confluence of the James and Appomattox Rivers, only 15 miles south of Richmond. The way to the Confederate capital from the east appeared open, with only 5,000 Confederate defenders in place, but Butler dallied, remaining largely inactive near his landing place for a week.

Not until May 12 did Butler begin to move his army toward Richmond. Union forces reached near Drewry’s Bluff, the last major Confederate defensive position on the James before Richmond, but Confederate area commander General P. G. T. Beauregard had gathered sufficient reinforcements to allow him to meet Butler on more than equal terms, for Butler had with him only 16,000 men, while Beauregard mustered 18,000.

On May 16, Beauregard launched a surprise attack against a weak point in the Union line near Drewry’s Bluff. In this Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff, Beauregard won an important victory, defeating Butler and inflicting 4,160 Union casualties while suffering 2,506. Although Beauregard had saved Richmond and prevented Butler from linking up with the principal Union forces under Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, he had been unable to cut Butler off from his Bermuda Hundred base.

Butler then withdrew and constructed a defensive line between the James and Appomattox Rivers. Beauregard attacked on May 20 at Ware Bottom Church. Although the Confederates succeeded in driving back Butler’s pickets, the main Union line held. A total of about 10,000 men were involved in this action, which claimed some 700 Confederate and 800 Union casualties.

The Confederates then constructed the Howlett Line, effectively bottling up Butler and enabling Beauregard to send substantial reinforcements to commander of the Army of Northern Virginia General Robert E. Lee in time to participate in the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). The Army of the James remained inactive in Bermuda Hundred until Grant crossed the James River in mid-June.
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War of the Rebellion: Official Records

Abbreviated name for War of the Rebellion: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies and Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion, a multivolume collection of official Union and Confederate military reports, orders, and communiqués produced during the American Civil War from 1861 to 1865. From 1880 to 1900, the publication of the army Official Records was funded by the U.S. Congress, resulting in 128 volumes, together with a stand-alone atlas containing 1,006 sketches and maps. In 1901 the final volume was published, which was an index and a compilation of addenda and corrections. In 1884 the naval portion of the Official Records began under the supervision of J. R. Soley, who was the librarian for the Department of the Navy. The naval records totaled 31 volumes, with the final volume (an index) published in 1927.

With regard to the army records, the most often consulted are the 53 volumes in Series I (1880–1898), containing the chronologically ordered daily reports and field orders from both sides in every theater of operations. Series II (1894–1899) contains correspondence pertaining to prisoners of war and political prisoners. Series III (1899–1900) and Series IV (1900–1901) include administrative reports from the military and civilian authorities of the Union and the Confederacy. Series IV also provides coverage of Confederate conscription and blockade-running, a summary by volume of the entire Official Records, and two indexes.

The Official Records are an essential starting point for study of the war’s military operations and have been used for decades by both professional and amateur researchers and historians. These unedited artifacts of military campaigns contain a wealth of detail alongside contrasting impressions of battles, miscommunications, and contradictory orders. Diligent cross-checking between documents combined with reference to trusted secondary sources is a must, however. Together with the Southern Historical Society Papers, the Official Records make up the majority of primary source material on the war, notwithstanding private papers, manuscript collections, and memoirs.
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Warren, Fitz-Henry

Birth Date: January 11, 1816

Death Date: June 21, 1878

Union officer. Warren Fitz-Henry was born on January 11, 1816, in Brimfield, Massachusetts. Beginning in 1835, he entered a leather goods manufacturing business with his brother and father. In 1844 Warren moved to Burlington, Iowa, where he became a businessman and then editor of the Burlington Hawkeye newspaper. A Whig, Warren became chair of the party in Iowa, and in 1849 he was named assistant postmaster general of the United States. He later helped organize the Republican Party in Iowa.

In early 1861, Warren took a position with the New York Tribune, in charge of the Washington, D.C., office. He entered federal service on June 13, 1861, as colonel of the 1st Iowa Cavalry, which spent many months waging war against Confederate regulars and guerrillas in Missouri. Late in 1862, he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers, to date from July 16, 1862. He then took charge of a garrison in Houston, Missouri.

During the winter of 1863, Warren assumed command of the 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, Army of Southeastern Missouri. Sent east in the summer, for a short time he led a division in the Department of the Susquehanna. In September 1863 he was posted to the Department of the Gulf, and from December 1863 until April 1864 he commanded a brigade in XIII Corps.

In late April 1864, Warren took command of the 1st Division, XIII Corps. He then took charge of the District of Baton Rouge and later took command of Union troops along the Rio Grande in Texas. In poor health by the late summer of 1864, Warren was sent to New York City to take an administrative post. He remained in New York until war’s end and mustered out on August 24, 1865, with the brevet rank of major general of volunteers.

After the war, Warren sat in the Iowa Senate beginning in 1866. He then served as U.S. minister to Guatemala and worked as a reporter for the New York Sun in both Washington and New York. Warren died on June 21, 1878, in Brimfield, Massachusetts.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Gulf, Union Department and Army of the; Missouri; New York Tribune; Susquehanna, Union Department of

Further Reading

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

_______________________

Warren, Gouverneur Kemble

Birth Date: January 8, 1830

Death Date: August 8, 1882

Union officer. Gouverneur Kemble Warren was born on January 8, 1830, in Cold Spring, New York. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1850 and was assigned to the Army Corps of Topographical Engineers. During the 1850s, Warren surveyed the Mississippi Delta region to facilitate flood prevention and surveyed in the West in preparation for a transcontinental railroad route and the building of military posts. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1856, Warren was a mathematics professor at West Point from 1859 to 1861.

In May 1861, Warren entered the volunteer army as lieutenant colonel of the 5th New York Infantry Regiment, becoming colonel in September. During the summer of 1861, he organized the construction of a defense system for Washington, D.C. Warren commanded a brigade in V Corps, Army of the Potomac, during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and was wounded at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862) during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). He fought in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), after which he was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on September 26, 1862.
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Union brigadier general Gouverneur Kemble Warren was serving as chief engineer of the Army of the Potomac when, on the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1963), he recognized the threat and organized the defense of Little Round Top that repulsed a Confederate attack and probably averted a Union disaster. He was rewarded with promotion to major general and command of V Corps. (Library of Congress)

Warren was then appointed chief engineer of the Army of the Potomac on February 3, 1863. On the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), he realized that the entire Union defensive line was in jeopardy, and he organized the defense of Little Round Top that repulsed a Confederate attack and protected the Union Army’s left flank, probably averting a Union disaster.

In August 1863 Warren was promoted to major general of volunteers, with date of rank from May 3. After temporarily commanding II Corps, with the army’s reorganization in March 1864 Warren was named commander of V Corps, which he led during the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and at Petersburg. Both Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant and later Major General Philip H. Sheridan accused Warren of excessive caution. Indeed, as a corps commander, Warren often lacked aggressiveness. His corps was placed under Sheridan’s command during the final attacks at Petersburg in March 1865, and Warren failed to live up to expectations. Sheridan, acting with Grant’s blessing, relieved Warren of his command during the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865). Warren was nonetheless brevetted through major general in the regular army and briefly commanded a district in Mississippi before mustering out of the volunteers in May 1865.

Following the war, Warren rejoined the Army’s Corps of Engineers at his permanent rank of major and designed numerous bridges and harbors. In 1869 he built the Rock Island Bridge over the Mississippi River. Promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1879, that same year Warren finally was granted a court of inquiry to examine charges leveled by Sheridan at Five Forks and was largely exonerated. Warren, a diabetic, died of liver failure on August 8, 1882, in Newport, Rhode Island, before the finding was published.
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Warren Court of Inquiry

Post–Civil War U.S. Army court of inquiry requested by Major General Gouverneur K. Warren, former commander of V Corps of the Army of the Potomac, to review his relief from command by Major General Philip H. Sheridan during the Battle of Five Forks (April 1, 1865) in Virginia.

Best known for his quick action on July 2, 1863, to save the Union left flank on Little Round Top at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Warren’s star rose within the army from that point. Commander of the Army of the Potomac Major General George Gordon Meade assigned Warren temporary command of II Corps and then gave him permanent command of V Corps on March 24, 1864. Warren generally performed well during Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s drive toward Richmond in the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). But Warren’s deliberate tactical approach to leading and his propensity to question the judgment of his superiors irritated both Meade and Grant.

Grant’s eroding confidence in Warren came to culmination when V Corps and Sheridan’s cavalry combined for an assault on General Robert E. Lee’s right flank to seize the Five Forks crossroads on April 1, 1865. There Grant gave Sheridan, commander of the overall assault force, discretion to relieve Warren if he believed it necessary. Although the offensive proved successful, the aggressive and impatient Sheridan indeed relieved Warren from command. His perception colored by Grant’s views of Warren and a series of countermanding orders and confused reports, Sheridan believed that Warren was slow in engaging his troops and was not at the front where he was supposed to be as corps commander. Crushed and perplexed, given the victory, Warren was eventually reassigned to command the defenses of Petersburg and City Point and then finally the Department of the Mississippi at war’s end.

Warren’s postwar years were consumed by his quest for a court of inquiry into his relief from command. Finally, the U.S. Army convened a court that consisted of Brevet Major Generals C. C. Auger and John Newton on December 11, 1879. Several years of fact finding and testimony by Warren, Sheridan, Grant, and other officers followed. The court’s official findings were published on November 21, 1882. These largely refuted Sheridan’s accusation of a slow reaction by Warren in coordinating his forces at Five Forks. Unfortunately, Warren never knew of his exoneration; he died three months earlier on August 8.
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Washburn, Cadwallader Colden

Birth Date: April 22, 1818

Death Date: May 15, 1882

Union officer. Cadwallader Colden Washburn was born in Livermore, Maine, on April 22, 1818, to a family with a long record in public service. Both of his grandfathers served as officers in the Continental Army during the American Revolutionary War. Washburn and three of his six brothers would serve in the U.S. Congress.

After attending school in Maine, Washburn moved to Davenport, Iowa, where he served as a surveyor. Around 1840, he moved to Rock Island, Illinois, where he continued his surveying work while also studying law. Two years later he was admitted to the bar and moved to Mineral Point, Wisconsin, to set up a practice.

During the last half of the 1840s, Washburn grew wealthy from such enterprises as land speculating, lumbering, railroading, and banking. Elected to Congress as a Republican in 1854, he served three terms. After declining to run again in 1860, he moved to La Crosse, Wisconsin, but quickly returned to Washington, D.C., to serve as a delegate to the peace convention that tried unsuccessfully to prevent the Civil War.

After the war began, Washburn joined the Union Army and enjoyed a rapid rise through the ranks, which some attributed to his brother Elihu’s close ties with President Abraham Lincoln. Washburn was commissioned colonel of the 2nd Wisconsin Cavalry on February 6, 1862. He was advanced to brigadier general on July 16, 1862, and to major general on March 16, 1863.

Despite the political taint to his military appointments, most observers viewed Washburn as a competent officer. After initial service in Missouri and Arkansas, he commanded the Yazoo Pass Expedition during Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s initial attempts to take Vicksburg in the spring of 1863. Washburn then led a detachment of XVI Corps, Army of the Tennessee, during the final operations against Vicksburg and later commanded XIII Corps in the Department of the Gulf. Washburn concluded his wartime service as commander of the District of West Tennessee, with his headquarters in Memphis. In fact, his capture was one of Confederate major general Nathan Bedford Forest’s goals during Forrest’s raid on Memphis on August 21, 1864. Washburn escaped to nearby Fort Pickering dressed only in his nightshirt. He resigned from the army on May 25, 1865, and returned to La Crosse.

In the years after the war, Washburn again served in Congress from 1867 to 1871 and was governor of Wisconsin from 1872 to 1874. He also continued to pursue his business interests in lumber and flour milling and teamed up with John Crosby in 1877 to form Washburn, Crosby & Company, which eventually became General Mills. Washburn died in Eureka Springs, Arkansas, on May 15, 1882, during a trip for his health.
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Washburn, Francis

Birth Date: July 6, 1838

Death Date: April 22, 1865

Union officer. Born on July 6, 1838, at Lancaster, Massachusetts, Francis Washburn attended the Lawrence Scientific School and Harvard College. Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st Massachusetts Cavalry on December 26, 1861, he was promoted to first lieutenant on March 7, 1862; to captain in the 2nd Massachusetts Cavalry on January 26, 1863; and to lieutenant colonel in the 4th Massachusetts Cavalry on February 4, 1864. He participated in actions in South Carolina, Virginia, and Florida during this period.

Assigned to the Cavalry Division, Army of the James in July 1864, Washburn was promoted to colonel on February 15, 1865. He saw action in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). Washburn was shot in the head and captured in the Battle of High Bridge (April 6–7, 1865) in Virginia. Released on April 9 with the Confederate surrender, he died at Worcester, Massachusetts, on April 22, 1865. Washburn received a posthumous brevet to brigadier general of volunteers for High Bridge, backdated to April 6.
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Washburn, Israel, Jr.

Birth Date: June 6, 1813

Death Date: May 12, 1883

Governor of Maine (1861–1863). Israel Washburn Jr. was born on June 6, 1813, in Livermore, Maine (then part of Massachusetts). Educated by private tutors, he engaged in a legal apprenticeship under his uncle, was admitted to the bar in 1834, and opened a law practice in Orono, Maine.

Washburn entered state politics in 1842, when he began serving in the Maine House of Representatives, holding that seat until 1843. In 1850 he ran as a Whig for the U.S. House of Representatives; he later became a Republican and served in Congress from March 1851 until January 1, 1861. Washburn opposed the extension of slavery and objected to the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which he believed represented appeasement of the South.

Washburn ran for the governorship of Maine in 1860 as a Republican and took office on January 1, 1861. He was a strong supporter of the Union war effort beginning in April 1861 and took numerous steps to protect his state and contribute to Union war policies. He immediately complied with President Abraham Lincoln’s request for troops and raised and trained a home defense force of some 3,000 men. Washburn also established a coast guard unit for home waters and stiffened coastal fortifications. In 1862 he asked the War Department to erect fortifications along the long Maine-Canadian border out of fear that growing pro-Confederate sentiments in Canada might undermine the war effort in Maine, but his request was rebuffed. Washburn also pursued internal improvements, initiating a full geological survey of his state and facilitating the construction of a railroad between Nova Scotia and Maine. He did not stand for reelection in 1862 and left office on January 1, 1863.

That year, Lincoln appointed Washburn collector of customs at Portland, Maine, a post he held from October 1863 until March 1877. During 1877 and 1878, he served as president of the board of trustees at Tufts College, Boston. He then served as president of the Rumford Falls & Burkfield Railroad before pursuing various literary interests. Washburn died in Philadelphia on May 12, 1883.
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Washburne, Elihu

Birth Date: September 23, 1816

Death Date: October 22, 1887

Republican politician. Elihu Washburne was born on September 23, 1816, on a small farm in Livermore, Maine, the brother of Cadwallader and Israel Washburn (Elihu added an “e” to the family name). After briefly attending Harvard Law School in 1839, Washburne established a law practice in Galena, Illinois. The profits from successful investments in western lands enabled him to enter politics as a Whig candidate for Congress in 1848. Although he failed to win election then, four years later he won a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives that he retained for the next 16 years (1853–1869). He joined the Republican Party in 1855.
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Congressman Elihu B. Washburne of Illinois, a Republican, was a staunch supporter of President Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant, his neighbor in Galena. Indeed, Washburne helped Grant secure his brigadier general’s commission. (Library of Congress)

In Congress, Washburne earned a reputation for his honesty. As chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, he became known as a devout protector of the taxpayer. He was soon nicknamed “the watchdog of the treasury.” During the Civil War, Washburne was a loyal supporter of Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant, Washburne’s neighbor in Galena. Indeed, Washburne was largely responsible for Grant’s initial appointment and promotion to brigadier general. As a Radical Republican during Reconstruction, however, Washburne was one of President Andrew Johnson’s sharpest critics.

In recognition of his long-term support, President Grant appointed Washburne secretary of state in 1869. Washburne assumed the office but resigned only five days later in order to become U.S. minister to France. Grant had evidently appointed him secretary of state solely to enhance Washburne’s diplomatic prestige in Europe.

During the siege of Paris in the Franco-Prussian War and the subsequent chaos of the Paris Commune, Washburne was the only foreign diplomat to remain in the city. Upon his return to the United States, he launched an unsuccessful attempt to secure the Republican nomination for president in 1880. When Grant decided to run for a third term, Washburne loyally offered his support. Grant lost the nomination to James Garfield and blamed his defeat on Washburne’s candidacy. The two men never spoke to each other again. Washburne died on October 22, 1887, in Chicago.
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Washington, D.C.

Capital of the United States. Washington, D.C., encompassing just 68.3 square miles and known also as the District of Columbia, is the only city in the United States that is not part of any state. It is an autonomous area created in the late 18th century out of land ceded by Virginia and Maryland. The portion originally ceded by Virginia south of the Potomac River was later returned to the Commonwealth. Washington, D.C., does not enjoy the status of statehood and thus is not granted direct representation in Congress. The idea behind the city was to create a capital that would not be beholden to any one state but instead would symbolically represent all of the states as the seat of the federal government.

Washington is located in the Middle Atlantic region, along the banks of the Potomac River. It is surrounded by Virginia to the south and west and by Maryland to the east, north, and south. Prior to the Civil War, Washington was a decidedly Southern city with a considerable number of slaves and a growing free black population (slavery was abolished in the district in 1862). Situated not far from the Chesapeake Bay, the federal city is located only 100 miles to the north of Richmond, Virginia, the capital of the Confederacy during the Civil War.

With an 1860 population of 61,000, Washington was hardly America’s largest city, nor was it an important city from an economic or industrial standpoint. Rather, its great strategic significance rested on the fact that it was the heart and soul of the federal government, the center of the war effort, the home to Congress, and the place of residence for the U.S. president. Neither the Union nor the Confederacy underestimated the importance of these facts. The Federals sought to protect the city at virtually any cost, while the Confederates saw its capture as a way to bring a quick end to the conflict on their terms. In the final analysis, the Union was able to protect the capital city so that only once was it seriously threatened by the Confederates. Indeed, by 1865, Washington was protected by 68 forts and 93 batteries, all linked by a 37-mile-long defensive perimeter that featured trenches and rifle pits. In all, 807 cannon and 98 mortars protected the city from attack originating from any direction.

In 1861, Washington was still a raw and undeveloped city. Amid the sprinkling of federal buildings lay a seedy mélange of brothels, saloons, boardinghouses, and small shops. The U.S. Capitol was as yet uncompleted, lacking a top on the now-famed dome, and the city’s canals and creeks were choked with raw sewage, which made parts of the city uninhabitable in the hot and humid summers for which the city is notorious. Surrounded by swamps, Washington was an unhealthy city in the 19th century, and traditionally most of the federal government—including the president—fled the city’s confines from June to September. This changed, however, as a result of the Civil War, and by 1865 Washington was a city transformed. The city’s population exploded, reaching almost 160,000 people at the peak of the war. The growth of the government during the conflict ensured that the city’s cultural, economic, and strategic transformation would be long-lasting.
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The U.S. Capitol building, Washington D.C., under construction in 1860. (National Archives)

The war brought hordes of people into Washington, D.C., including thousands of troops, speculators, lobbyists, job seekers, and the curious. Indeed, the mass influx of people, almost all of whom were from the North, altered the city’s makeup so that its genteel, small-town, Southern feel was quickly replaced by that of a fast-paced Northern city. Not surprisingly, such rapid growth and transformation brought with it growing pains, including an increase in crime and vice in general. Brothels proliferated, as did gambling dens, of which there were at least 160 by 1864. As the war continued, however, calls to curb Washington’s excesses brought a gradual decrease in crime of all types.

Washington was also home to numerous large soldiers’ hospitals. The alarming number of wounded and maimed soldiers who were ever-present in the city served as a grim reminder of just how close the war was to the capital.

Although the city remained physically untouched by the war, its residents remained ever vigilant. Several times, panic reverberated throughout its populace. The Baltimore Riot (April 19, 1861), during which pro-Southern Marylanders tried to cut the city off, caused a brief panic, as did the Union defeat at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), which occurred just a few miles outside Washington. As stout defensive works were quickly built around the city, Washingtonians felt safer, although panic again hit the city during Confederate lieutenant Jubal A. Early’s Washington Raid (June 28–July 21, 1864). This was the only time in which the capital city was seriously threatened by Confederate forces. Early reached as far as the city’s outer defensive works on July 11 but never gained entry into Washington itself, and reinforcements sent by Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant ensured that the fortifications were stoutly defended. Early’s men were turned back at Fort Stevens on July 12.

Washington’s Ford’s Theatre was the site of President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination on April 14, 1865, and of the Grand Reviews of the victorious Union armies in May, by which time the city was a very changed place.
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Washington, D.C., Defenses of

Elaborate ring or fortifications, trenches, and artillery placements protecting the U.S. capital. When the Civil War began in April 1861, Washington, D.C., was virtually defenseless. There was but one detachment of marines at the Washington Navy Yard and one ordnance detachment at the Washington Arsenal. There were no forts to protect the city, and with the secession of Virginia, the danger to the capital increased markedly.

When the first three-month volunteer regiments reached Washington in the late spring of 1861, many of them were put to work digging entrenchments to help protect the city. Priority was assigned to Arlington Heights to ensure protection of the southern approaches to the city, but as of yet there was no systematic approach to the city’s defenses.

When Major General George B. McClellan assumed command of the Army of the Potomac in July 1861, one of his first undertakings was to institute a plan that would ensure the safety of the nation’s capital, a need reinforced by the Union defeat at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). McClellan placed Major John G. Barnard of the army engineers in charge of constructing a ring of trenches, forts, batteries, and rifle pits in and around Washington.

Barnard, a highly regarded and competent engineer, planned a system in which there would be an earthwork-enclosed fortification approximately every half mile, each one situated on high ground to command every possible avenue of attack on the city. Smaller forts and artillery batteries would be sited to cover terrain not covered by the guns in the major forts. These defenses would completely encircle Washington.

Construction commenced in August 1861 and focused on the terrain south of the Potomac River, including the port of Alexandria. By December 1861, there were 48 earthwork forts between the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers and on the east side of the Anacostia. By then, the capital city was surrounded by an uninterrupted circle of defenses covering some 37 miles.

When General Robert E. Lee’s troops invaded Maryland during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), Barnard extended the ring of forts to cover the northern approaches to Washington. A study group recommended that the forts be garrisoned by 25,000 infantry, 9,000 artillerymen, and 3,000 cavalrymen. By the end of 1863, the system included 60 forts and 93 batteries, with a total of 836 artillery pieces (762 heavy guns and 74 mortars). Twenty miles of rifles pits were also constructed and integrated into the overall defense system.

During Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) against Richmond, many of the artillery regiments garrisoning the forts were assigned to the Army of the Potomac. As a result, when Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s Confederates swept into Maryland in July 1864 and approached the city defenses on July 11, something akin to panic swept Washington as Union garrison commanders scraped together units of the Veteran Reserve Corps to help man the forts. Reinforcements from the Army of the Potomac arrived in time to neutralize Early’s July 11–12 attack in the vicinity of Fort Stevens. President Abraham Lincoln went to the fort to watch the battle and actually came under fire on July 12. Early’s offensive was the only serious threat to Washington during the war. By the end of the war in April 1865, the defenses consisted of 68 forts and 93 batteries, with 807 heavy guns and 98 mortars, all connected by 32 miles of military roads and 28 miles of rifle pits.
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Washington, North Carolina, Siege of

Start Date: March 30, 1863

End Date: April 19, 1863

Skirmish during Confederate operations to dislodge Union forces from the Piedmont area between the James River, Virginia, and Cape Fear, North Carolina. This region contained rich agricultural land. The Petersburg & Weldon Railroad, the only supply route for the Army of Northern Virginia east of the Blue Ridge Mountains, also ran through the area. In early 1863, commander of the Army of Northern Virginia General Robert E. Lee ordered Lieutenant General James Longstreet to drive the Union forces from their coastal lodgments. While he personally commanded operations against Union forces at Suffolk, Virginia, Longstreet dispatched Major General Daniel H. Hill and his division to deal with Union garrisons at New Bern and Washington, North Carolina. Union major general John G. Foster, commanding the Department of North Carolina, had charge of the Union troops in the region.

With his attack on New Bern a failure, Hill turned his attention to Washington. Lee had advised against a frontal assault on that place as likely to cost too many casualties; Longstreet concurred and told Hill that if a siege took too long, he could withdraw. Indeed, Longstreet attached priority to securing supplies from “the eastern counties.”

By March 30, Hill had instituted a siege of Washington. The Union garrison there relied on the Pamlico River for supplies and reinforcements, so east of Washington, along the Pamlico, Hill erected artillery batteries to be able to engage Union gunboats in the river and prevent resupply. The Confederates also added pilings and sunk hulks in the Pamlico to further impede traffic. Meanwhile, Hill’s brigades under Brigadier Generals Richard B. Garnett, James J. Pettigrew, and Junius Daniel cut off and invested Washington from the land.

Learning that Hill planned to move against Washington, Foster had gone there, arriving just ahead of Hill. Washington was defended by some 1,200 Union troops. Supporting the garrison were the gunboats Commodore Hull, Ceres, and Louisiana, all anchored in the river. Foster, a trained engineer, immediately set about improving Washington’s defenses and clearing fields of fire. By the time Hill arrived, the town was ringed with artillery batteries and earthworks.

With Hill under orders to avoid high casualties and with Foster lacking the numerical strength to dislodge the Confederates, the confrontation became largely an artillery contest, with the U.S. Navy attempting relief operations. Meanwhile, Hill’s troops were busy gathering food stocks from the surrounding counties.

On April 13 the steamer Escort, its deck and machinery somewhat protected with hay bales, managed to run the batteries and the blockade and delivered both supplies and the 5th Rhode Island Regiment. With Union reinforcements and supplies having arrived, a Confederate victory at Washington appeared even more unlikely, and Hill began disengaging his forces. On April 19 he completed his withdrawal, harassed by Union troops under Brigadier General Henry M. Naglee. Confederate casualties for the siege totaled 60, while casualties for the Union numbered 40.
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Washington, Union Department of

Federal military administrative unit. The Union Department of Washington was created on April 19, 1861, and initially covered Washington, D.C., as well as the states of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Delaware. Realizing that the unit covered too much area to be effectively administered, on April 27, 1861, U.S. officials confined the department to Washington, D.C.; Alexandria, Virginia; Georgetown; and Fort Washington and the immediately surrounding area. That same day, Colonel Joseph K. F. Mansfield took command. On July 25, 1861, the department was reorganized out of existence and became part of the Military Division of the Potomac.

On February 2, 1863, the Department of Washington was reconstituted under the command of Major General Samuel P. Heintzelman; he was succeeded by Major General Christopher C. Augur. From February 1863 until May 1865, the department employed XXII Corps as a defense force for the capital city. The department was reconfigured on June 27, 1865, when it came to include Washington, D.C.; all surrounding counties in Maryland; and Fairfax County, Virginia.
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Washington Artillery

Confederate Artillery outfit consisting of five companies that fought in nearly every major engagement of the Civil War. The Washington Artillery of New Orleans was without doubt the most famous Confederate artillery unit. Founded in 1838 as the Native American Artillery, the Washington Artillery was a silk-stocking unit recruited from the cream of New Orleans’ Creole society. The Native American Artillery served two three-month tours of duty in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), at which time it adopted a flag with the image of a roaring tiger, the legend “Washington Artillery,” and the motto “Try Us.”

The 1850s witnessed a steady decline in the unit’s membership until by 1857 it could muster only 13 men on its roster. In that year, however, under the command of Colonel James B. Walton, the unit saw a resurgence in membership. By 1860, it could field a fully equipped and drilled company.

In January 1861 the Washington Artillery participated successfully in a clandestine mission to seize the Baton Rouge Arsenal and its contents, including artillery pieces. Most of the unit’s artillery used during the war came from the Baton Rouge Arsenal. The next month, the ladies of New Orleans presented the unit with its colors in a ceremony officiated by Louisiana senator Judah P. Benjamin. In May 1861 the Washington Artillery circumvented Louisiana law and officially mustered out of the state militia and into Confederate service. The rapidly expanding unit equipped itself at its members’ expense and was originally armed with 6-pounders confiscated from the Baton Rouge Arsenal as well as two 12-pounder Napoleon cannons and limbers personally donated by Louisiana governor Thomas Overton Moore. By the late spring of 1861, the Washington Artillery was able to field four companies.

In keeping with their status as an elite outfit, the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Companies marched off for service with the Army of Northern Virginia with a 12-piece brass band, personal servants, and a cooking staff supervised by a French-trained chef. Colonel Walton commanded the companies. Twenty men remained temporarily in New Orleans to organize a fifth company. In August 1861 the men retired their federal-pattern prewar blue dress uniforms, and by September the unit’s uniform consisted of privately purchased blue-gray uniform jackets, sky blue trousers, vests, and their signature red-crowned kepi. Commanded successively by Walton, Major Benjamin F. Eshelman, and Major William Miller Owen, the Washington Artillery served in all of the Army of Northern Virginia’s major actions, including the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

On March 6, 1862, the 5th Company entered Confederate service under Captain W. Irving Hodgson, who was soon replaced by Captain Cuthbert H. Slocomb. The 5th Company, also known as Slocomb’s Battery, served throughout the war with the Army of Tennessee and participated with distinction in numerous battles, including Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) as well as in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). In February 1865 the 5th Company was assigned to serve as heavy artillery in the defense of Mobile, Alabama, where it manned Redoubt No. 3, popularly known as Spanish Fort. The 5th Company was in the process of reequipping as field artillery at the war’s conclusion and was paroled at Meridian, Mississippi.

Following the war, former members organized the Washington Artillery Veterans Charitable & Benevolent Association to resist Reconstruction policies. The unit later served in the Spanish-American War and both world wars.
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Washington Peace Conference

Start Date: February 4, 1861

End Date: February 27, 1861

Conference convened on February 4, 1861, in Washington, D.C., in an effort to avoid further disunion and potential civil war. Following the secession of seven states of the lower South, the Virginia General Assembly requested a convention in hopes of finding a solution to the growing secession crisis. As a result, 132 representatives from 21 states met at the Willard Hotel in Washington to seek compromise. In addition to the states that had already seceded, Arkansas, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, California, and Oregon did not send delegates to the convention.

Former U.S. president John Tyler was elected president of the convention. Although he had retired from public office, Tyler had taken an interest in the sectional crisis, particularly for his native state of Virginia. Although Tyler, along with most of the other representatives, had ample qualifications, the peace conference was mockingly called the “Old Gentlemen’s Convention” because only seven of the delegates were under the age of 40.

The conference was met with mixed reactions. Instead of sending delegates to the peace conference in Washington, secessionists in the upper South tried unsuccessfully to send delegates to Montgomery, Alabama, where the Confederate government was forming. Some Republicans in the North were against the conference because they believed that they had no more to concede in compromise with the South. Not all of the delegates attended the conference with sincere ambition to find compromise, however, as extremists on both sides of the spectrum attended merely as watchdogs for their interests.

After three weeks of endless debates, frustrating deliberation, and grandstanding lectures, the conference recommended a seven-part amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The proposed amendment differed little from the Crittenden Compromise, which had been rejected by the U.S. Congress less than two months prior. Most significant in the conference’s proposed amendment was the reinstitution of the old Missouri Compromise line of 1820 for current U.S. territory. The issue of slavery in the western territories was a major reason for the sectional crisis, and not surprisingly, the seven sections of the amendment related to the issue of slavery in some way. This was by no means an easy compromise, as it barely passed in the conference vote. The proposed amendment was forwarded to Congress on February 27, at which time the conference adjourned, and was voted down in the Senate on March 4 by a vote of 28 to 7, largely because secessionists and Republicans were against the proposal.

Frustrated by the results of the Washington Peace Conference, Tyler returned to Richmond, Virginia, and recommended that the state secede from the Union. While the conference had little hope of success, many Unionists, particularly in the border states, viewed it as the last chance to preserve the Union. Following the failure of the proposed amendment, many began to see the secession of the upper South as a virtual foregone conclusion.
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Washington Territory

U.S. territory that came into being on February 3, 1853. The Washington Territory underwent numerous boundary changes between 1853 and the time it achieved statehood on November 11, 1889. By 1860, the territory covered approximately 240,000 square miles, which included the present-day states of Washington and Idaho, the northwestern tip of Montana, and a small portion of western Wyoming. Olympia was the administrative capital. This vast area was sparsely populated; the 1860 census indicated that only 11,595 people lived there. That figure supposedly included the Native American population, but it is highly probable that the 1860 population figure had not included many Indians. The territory had little industry, although some Americans were engaged in lumbering, mining, and fur trading. Fishing was an important activity along the Washington coast, and there were scattered agricultural concerns throughout the territory.

Not surprisingly, there was little support for slavery or the Southern cause in the Washington Territory. Most citizens were loyal to the Union and did what they could to support the war effort. The governors during the war—Richard D. Gholson, William H. Wallace, and William Pickering, the latter two appointed during the Abraham Lincoln administration—mobilized men for home duty to protect citizens against Indian attack and to supplement or replace regular army troops who had been sent to the active theaters of war. Many women in the territory made clothes and assembled medical supplies to be sent to the battlefields in the East.

The territory was not without Confederate supporters, however. A very small minority, they nevertheless resurrected an idea that had been debated since the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) of the formation of an autonomous Pacific Republic that would encompass Washington, Oregon, and northern California. These Confederate sympathizers envisioned a government that would mirror the one in place in the Confederacy. Their vision failed to gain any traction, however. The Washington Territory witnessed no combat during the Civil War.
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Wassaw Sound, Battle of

Event Date: June 17, 1863

Engagement between Union and Confederate ironclads. Learning that the feared Confederate ironclad Atlanta was about to come down from Savannah to attack the Union wooden blockaders in Wassaw Sound, Rear Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont, commander of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, ordered Captain John Rodgers Jr. and the Passaic-class monitors Weehawken and Nahant to the sound. For some days it appeared that the report had been a false alarm, but on June 17, Confederate Commander William A. Webb led the Atlanta and the wooden steamers Isondiga and Resolute down the Wilmington River and into the sound.

At about 4:00 a.m. on June 17, Union lookouts spotted the Confederate ships, and Rodgers immediately ordered his monitors to get up steam and the crews to beat to quarters. The casemated Atlanta mounted four Brooke rifled guns: two 6.4-inchers in broadsides and two 7-inchers in pivot mounts capable of firing to either side. The ship also had a bow-mounted percussion spar torpedo, which Webb hoped to explode against the Weehawken. Commander John Downes followed with the Nahant.

Exiting the river and making straight for the Weehawken, the Atlanta veered from the channel and grounded. Unaware of what had transpired, Rodgers advanced in the Weehawken, with the Nahant following. The Atlanta opened fire, getting off six shots, all of which missed the Union ships. Rodgers withheld fire until the Weehawken was only 300–400 yards distant and then fired a 400-pound projectile from the Weehawken’s XV-inch Dahlgren that struck the Atlanta’s casemate. While the shot failed to penetrate, it crushed both the iron plate and its wooden backing. The Union monitor fired just five shots in 15 minutes at relatively close range, four of them striking. Three of the projectiles did the damage. They smashed through the Atlanta’s armored casemate, disabled its guns, caused personnel casualties, and forced Webb to surrender.

Of the Atlanta’s 145-man crew, 16 were wounded, 1 mortally. The two other Confederate warships, which had kept their distance during the action, withdrew up the Wilmington. His success earned Rodgers the Thanks of Congress and advancement to commodore with date of rank from his victory. The next year the repaired Atlanta was taken into the U.S. Navy and joined the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Waterhouse, Richard

Birth Date: January 12, 1832

Death Date: March 20, 1876

Confederate officer. Richard Waterhouse was born on January 12, 1832, in Rhea County, Tennessee. As a teenager, Waterhouse ran away from home to fight in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Following the war, in 1849 he moved with his parents to San Augustine, Texas, where he assisted his father in the family mercantile business. By 1860, Waterhouse was living in Jefferson, Texas, where he owned substantial real estate and five slaves.

When the Civil War began, Waterhouse helped recruit a regiment in and around Jefferson that became part of the 19th Texas Infantry. On May 13, 1862, he was elected colonel of the regiment. In early August 1862 Waterhouse and his regiment set out for Arkansas, where they became a part of Colonel George Flournoy’s 3rd brigade of Brigadier General John G. Walker’s Texas Division. At the Battle of Milliken’s Bend (June 7, 1863), Waterhouse distinguished himself by leading a charge against Union forces within easy reach of Union gunboats. He continued to lead the 19th Texas through the war and again distinguished himself at the Battle of Mansfield (April 8, 1864) and the Battle of Pleasant Hill (April 9, 1864). Lieutenant General Richard Taylor commended Waterhouse for his leadership during the two engagements.

The Texans then marched north, where they engaged Union forces under Major General Frederick Steele in the Battle of Jenkins’ Ferry (April 30, 1864) in Arkansas. During this battle, Brigadier General William R. Scurry’s brigade, including Waterhouse’s regiment, sustained heavy casualties, and Scurry was killed. Waterhouse then took command of the brigade, and General Edmund Kirby Smith promoted him to brigadier general to date from April 30, 1864. The Confederate Congress confirmed the appointment on March 18, 1865, the last day of its meeting. Waterhouse continued to command his brigade until June 1865, when Walker’s division simply disintegrated rather than surrender.

Following the war, Waterhouse returned to Jefferson and San Augustine and speculated in land. He died on March 20, 1876, after a fall while visiting Waco, Texas.
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Watie, Stand

Birth Date: December 12, 1806

Death Date: September 9, 1871

Cherokee leader and Confederate officer. Stand Watie (also known as Isaac S. Watie) was born near present-day Rome, Georgia, on December 12, 1806, and was named Degataga (meaning “to stay or stand firm”). He was educated at a Moravian mission school in Georgia and another in Connecticut and subsequently served as a clerk for the Cherokee Supreme Court. He was also Speaker of the Cherokee National Council.

In the early and mid-1830s when the Cherokee Nation split over the decision to accede to forcible removal of the Cherokees to present-day Oklahoma by the U.S. government, Watie sided with the faction that opted to move west and vacate the Cherokees’ ancestral lands in Georgia. Watie and others who supported the removal believed that it was the only way to keep the Cherokee Nation from being irreparably harmed by white encroachment. Many vehemently rejected Watie’s reasoning and asserted that personal greed fueled his decision.
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Cherokee leader Stand Watie was a strong supporter of the Confederacy. Raising a Native American force, he proved adept at hit-and-run attacks. Watie’s men also played an important role in the Battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansas (March 7–8, 1862), and he was subsequently promoted to brigadier general. (National Archives)

Once he had resettled in Oklahoma, Watie became a successful planter and the de facto leader of the Cherokee faction in Oklahoma. When the Civil War began in 1861, the Cherokee Nation declared its neutrality, but Watie formed a company of Cherokee volunteers to defend Indian Territory from incursions from Kansas and led his men in the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861). He proceeded to assemble a volunteer regiment, the Cherokee Mounted Rifles, and was named colonel of the unit, to date from July 12.

Operating mostly in Indian Territory, Watie proved to be an intrepid cavalry raider who enjoyed great success in numerous hit-and-run guerrilla-style raids against Union troops and their Native American allies. Watie’s force played a significant role in the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862) in Arkansas, capturing Union artillery and covering the ultimate Confederate retreat. Indeed, he virtually ensured that the war in the region would be waged using unconventional warfare, and in May 1864 he was promoted to brigadier general for his efforts.

In June 1864, Watie led a successful raid on the Union steamer J. R. Williams that was plying the Arkansas River. The taking of that vessel resulted in the capture of valuable Union supplies, estimated to be worth some $120,000. On September 19, 1864, Watie’s force seized a major Union wagon supply train at the Second Battle of Cabin Creek; the loot from that raid is believed to have been worth more than $1 million.

Watie’s daring and successful raids bolstered Confederate morale in the West and won him many accolades from his superiors. He was the last Confederate general to surrender, laying down his arms on June 23, 1865.

After the war, Watie returned to Indian Territory and again took up his successful planting enterprise. In 1866 he served as a delegate for the Southern Cherokee faction during the negotiations that led to the 1866 Cherokee Reconstruction Treaty. After that, he retired from public life. Watie died in present-day Delaware County, Oklahoma, on September 9, 1871.
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Watterson, Henry

Birth Date: February 16, 1840

Death Date: December 22, 1921

Influential journalist and Confederate officer. Henry Watterson was born on February 16, 1840, in Washington, D.C. Reared in both Washington and Tennessee, he was educated by private tutors and then attended an Episcopal academy in Philadelphia. His first work with a newspaper commenced in 1858, when he joined the staff of the pro-Democratic Party Washington States. In 1861 he became editor of Nashville’s Republican Banner. Watterson had initially balked at the secession of the Southern states, but once the Civil War began, he embraced the Confederate war effort both privately and through his reporting and editorials. In early 1862 he entered Confederate service, perhaps as a colonel (the record is unclear), and utilized his sharp writing skills to serve on the staffs of several important Confederate commanders, including Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest, Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk, and Generals Joseph E. Johnston and John B. Hood. For a short time, Watterson served as chief scout for Johnston.


Meanwhile, Watterson also worked on and off for several Southern newspapers, including the Chattanooga Rebel and the Atlanta Southern Confederacy. After Atlanta fell to Union forces in September 1864, Watterson made his way to Montgomery, Alabama, where he edited the Montgomery Mail.

When the war ended in the spring of 1865, Watterson edited Cincinnati’s Evening Times before joining the Louisville Daily Journal in 1867, which he combined with the Courier to form the Louisville Courier-Journal, in which he had a controlling interest. He would remain associated with the publication until his retirement in 1919. Watterson served in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat (1876–1877), filling an uncompleted term.

Watterson’s greatest fame occurred after the Civil War, chiefly through a long series of cogent editorials on a variety of topics, which he invariably signed “Marse Henry.” In 1918 he was awarded a Pulitzer Prize for a pair of editorials he penned in 1917 that argued for U.S. entry into World War I. In 1919 Watterson retired from the newspaper after a disagreement with its new owner, Robert Worth Bingham. Watterson died on December 22, 1921, in Jacksonville, Florida.
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Watts, Thomas Hill

Birth Date: January 3, 1819

Death Date: September 16, 1892

Confederate officer, attorney general, and Alabama governor (1863–1865). Thomas Hill Watts was born on January 3, 1819, in Butler County, Alabama. He graduated from the University of Virginia in 1840 and, after passing the bar examination the next year, began practicing law in Greenville, Alabama. Seven years later he moved his practice to Montgomery, where he became a successful planter, owning 179 slaves.

Prior to relocating, Watts had become active in politics as a Whig, serving in the state legislature. He subsequently became a member of the American Known-Nothing Party briefly and during the presidential election of 1860 worked for the election of Constitutional Union Party candidate John Bell. Watts developed a pro-Union stance during the 1850s but, upon the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, shifted to the secessionist camp and played a role in the secession of Alabama, becoming one of the signers of the secession ordinance. Defeated in his bid for governor in 1861, Watts organized the 17th Alabama Regiment and was elected its colonel. Once mustered into Confederate service, he took his regiment to Pensacola, where he served under Brigadier General Braxton Bragg and followed him to Corinth, Mississippi. Before seeing action, Watts was offered the position of attorney general by President Jefferson Davis and served in that capacity from March 17, 1862, to October 1, 1863. As attorney general, Watts provided opinions regarding the legality and constitutionality of governmental actions and interpreted the legality of the conscription acts for Secretaries of War George Randolph and James Seddon.

On September 8, 1863, Watts resigned his cabinet post and was elected governor of Alabama, assuming office on December 1, 1863. During the first part of his 18-month term he encountered numerous issues, including worthless Confederate money, high taxes on agriculture, a lack of credit, and irregularity of goods that caused citizens to prefer the “Old Union” rather than the Confederacy.

Watts’s major issue while governor was the need to raise troops for the state’s defense. He continued to urge citizens to form volunteer companies and also attempted to reorganize the state’s militia, despite resistance from the legislature. By September 1864, Watts faced the most difficult part of his tenure when a faction in the Alabama House of Representatives introduced resolutions in favor of negotiating with federal officials for peace. Along with this, Watts had to contend with rising desertion, states’ rights issues, conscription, and the defense of Mobile.

During the final winter of the war, Watts confronted rising demands upon his state’s resources along with the evaporating hope of victory. On May 1, 1865, Watts was arrested in Union Springs and imprisoned by Union authorities, although he was released a few weeks later.

Watts returned to Montgomery to resume his law practice, only to discover that his personal property had been destroyed. He subsequently became a powerful member of the Alabama Democratic Party and served in the state legislature. Watts died in Montgomery, Alabama, on September 16, 1892.
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Waud, Alfred Rudolph

Birth Date: October 2, 1828

Death Date: April 6, 1891

Prolific combat artist during the Civil War. Alfred Rudolph Waud was born in London, England, on October 2, 1828. He worked mainly as a painter of theatrical scenes before immigrating to the United States in 1850. He was then employed as an artist for numerous books and periodicals until 1861, at which time he became a staff artist for the New York Illustrated News. He followed the major military campaigns during the early part of the war and made many sketches of troops at rest and during battle, including the Union debacle at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Waud’s sketches would be quickly relayed to the newspaper’s offices, where engravers rendered them onto blocks of wood, which could then be used to mass-produce the drawings. Waud’s work was not limited to land actions; in October 1861 he was a passenger aboard a Union naval vessel during the assault against Hatteras Inlet.

Waud joined the staff of Harper’s Weekly in the winter of 1862 and remained there for the duration of the war. He made hundreds of sketches depicting the movements and engagements of the Army of the Potomac and provided valuable depictions of battles such as Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He was on hand for much of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), during which he and his brother William, also a combat artist, narrowly escaped being shot by Confederate snipers. Perhaps Waud’s most famous rendering was General Robert E. Lee emerging from the McLean house following the official surrender ceremony in April 1865.

Waud remained with Harper’s Weekly for a number of years, producing many drawings of the postwar South, including those from a lengthy boat trip that began in Cairo, Illinois, and ended in New Orleans. Later when sketches became less popular owing to advances in photography and printing technology, Waud became a sketch artist specializing in rural scenes, particularly in the South. He died of a heart attack in Marietta, Georgia, on April 6, 1891.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Art in the Civil War; Harper’s Weekly

Further Reading

Jacobson, Doranne. The Civil War in Art: A Visual Odyssey. New York: Todtri Productions, 1996.

Mott, Frank Luther. American Journalism: A History, 1690–1960. New York: Macmillan, 1962.

_______________________

Wauhatchie, Battle of

Start Date: October 28, 1863

End Date: October 29, 1863

Confused nighttime engagement during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). As part of operations to relieve beleaguered Union forces at Chattanooga, during the last week of October Major General Joseph Hooker marched three divisions from Bridgeport, Alabama, to Lookout Valley, west of Chattanooga. Arriving on October 28, Hooker left Brigadier General John Geary’s 1,500-man force at Wauhatchie to guard his supply lines. Hooker then proceeded three miles north to Brown’s Ferry on the Tennessee River, which Union troops had seized the previous morning.

Confederate general Braxton Bragg ordered Lieutenant General James Longstreet, with whom he was then feuding, to counterattack at Brown’s Ferry, but Longstreet ignored this. Instead, Longstreet dispatched Brigadier General Micah Jenkins’s division to strike Geary’s command, which he misidentified as a wagon train. Anticipating little resistance, Jenkins sent Colonel John Bratton’s brigade to Wauhatchie, while three other brigades deployed on hills overlooking the Brown’s Ferry road to intercept Union reinforcements. Bratton attacked around 12:30 a.m. on October 29, and Geary’s soldiers, alerted by earlier skirmishing, fought back, supported by an artillery battery. The two sides possessed roughly equal numbers, but Union fire diminished by 3:00 a.m. as ammunition ran low and casualties mounted. Before Bratton could launch a final attack, he received orders to withdraw because of approaching Union reinforcements.

Meanwhile Hooker, unnerved by the firing, ordered Major General Carl Schurz to Geary’s aid, but Brigadier General Adolph von Steinwehr’s division left first. As the Union soldiers rushed toward Wauhatchie, Jenkins’s remaining brigades opened fire. Confused in the darkness, Hooker rashly deployed both divisions, mistakenly believing that Schurz was still heading toward Wauhatchie. Union troops struggled to drive Jenkins from the hills until 4:00 a.m., when his force withdrew after learning of Bratton’s successful retreat. Hooker resumed his march to Wauhatchie, fortunate to find Geary’s command intact.

The Union side lost 416 men almost equally divided between the two engagements, including Geary’s son, who was killed, and Brigadier General George Sears Greene, who was seriously wounded. Confederate casualties numbered 408, of whom 356 were in Bratton’s command. At Wauhatchie, the Confederates failed to disrupt the new Union supply route to Chattanooga, known as the Cracker Line, and never threatened it again.
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Waul, Thomas Neville

Birth Date: January 5, 1813

Death Date: July 28, 1903

Confederate officer. Born near Stateburg, South Carolina, on January 5, 1813, Thomas Neville Waul attended South Carolina College for two years. He then moved to Florence, Alabama, where he was a teacher, and then in 1830 moved to Vicksburg, Mississippi, where he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1835. Waul then practiced law and became a judge. In 1850 he again moved, this time to Texas, where he practiced law and established a plantation.

An unsuccessful candidate for the U.S. Congress in 1859, Waul was a representative from Texas in the Confederate Provisional Congress from February 1861 to February 1862. On May 17, 1862, he was commissioned a colonel in the Confederate Army in command of the unit he had recruited, Waul’s Legion. Waul took part in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and was taken prisoner with the Union capture of that Confederate fortress. Appointed brigadier general on September 18, 1863, while still a prisoner, he was exchanged on October 16 and given command of a brigade in Brigadier John G. Walker’s Texas Division in the Trans-Mississippi Department. Waul took part in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Commanding a brigade, he fought in Louisiana in the Battle of Mansfield (April 8) and the Battle of Pleasant Hill (April 9). He was wounded in the left arm in the Battle of Jenkins’ Ferry (April 30) in Arkansas. He finished out the war during 1865 in the Confederate District of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. There is no record of his parole.

After the war, Waul resumed his former careers as a lawyer and planter. He practiced law in Galveston and then retired to a farm near Greenville, in Hunt County, where he died on July 28, 1903.
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Wayne, Henry Constantine

Birth Date: September 18, 1815

Death Date: March 15, 1883

Confederate officer. Henry Constantine Wayne was born in Savannah, Georgia, on September 18, 1815. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1838 and was posted to the artillery. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served as staff captain and assistant quartermaster and was brevetted major in 1847 for gallantry.

Wayne is perhaps best known for advocating the use of camels by the U.S. Army in the desert Southwest during the 1850s. He lobbied hard for War Department support and, upon approval, traveled to the Middle East, where he purchased various breeds of camels for testing in Texas. Despite initial success, the onset of the Civil War sidetracked the experiment, which fell into obscurity.

In December 1860 Wayne resigned his U.S. commission to support the Confederacy. Georgia governor Joseph E. Brown subsequently appointed Wayne as adjutant and inspector general of Georgia, with the rank of colonel. Wayne was appointed a brigadier general in the Confederate Army in December 1861 but resigned in January 1862, when he rejoined the Georgia state organization as adjutant general with the militia rank of major general. During Union major general William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864), Wayne took an active role forming ad hoc units of troops to block Union columns. Near Macon, he personally commanded a mixed force of cadets from the Georgia Military Institute, militia infantry, former penitentiary guards, and former convicts who agreed to serve for reduced sentences. This motley force made a determined stand near the Oconee River Bridge on November 23–25, until it was flanked by larger numbers of Union troops. Later near the Ogeechee River, Wayne defended a similar crossing, this time with 4,000 militia, but was forced to withdraw when faced by Sherman’s far larger force. At Savannah in December, Wayne participated in the brief defense of his birthplace before it fell to Union forces.

After the war, Wayne entered the lumber business and became a Republican. In 1872 he was appointed to the U.S. Circuit Court and dealt mainly with extradition cases between the United States and foreign powers. Wayne died in Savannah on March 15, 1883.
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Wayne, James Moore

Birth Date: 1790

Death Date: July 5, 1867

U.S. Supreme Court justice (1835–1867). James Moore Wayne was born in 1790 in Savannah, Georgia. He received his early education from a tutor on the family’s rice plantation and graduated from the College of New Jersey (Princeton University) in 1808. He then returned to Savannah, where he studied law. He also studied law at Yale University, and in 1810 he was admitted to the bar and established a law practice in Savannah.

Wayne saw some combat as a militia officer during the War of 1812. He subsequently served a single term (1815–1816) in the Georgia House of Representatives. He was then elected mayor of Savannah and served for two years. At the end of 1819, he was elected to sit on the Savannah Court of Common Pleas. In 1822 he was appointed to the local superior court.

In 1828 Wayne was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives as a Democrat, serving from 1829 to 1835. In Congress, Wayne was a faithful supporter of President Andrew Jackson and his causes, including the tariff and internal improvement legislation. Wayne also favored Jackson’s destruction of the Bank of the United States. For his support, Jackson nominated Wayne as an associate justice on the U.S. Supreme Court on January 7, 1835; the U.S. Senate confirmed him two days later.

On the Court, Wayne supported the expansion of federal power, especially in areas that would benefit the nation as a whole. He developed a particular expertise in admiralty law and believed that it should be expanded to cover all navigable waters, whether at sea or not. He also asserted that the power to regulate commerce was strictly vested in Congress.

Wayne, a slave owner, had to rule on slavery-related cases. He supported Chief Justice Roger B. Taney in the Scott v. Sandford (1857) decision, holding that Congress had no authority to prevent the expansion of slavery into the territories. Nonetheless, when the Civil War began, Wayne remained a Unionist. He supported President Abraham Lincoln in the Prize Cases (1863), which allowed the president to impose a blockade on the South without the declaration of war by Congress. As a result of his stand, Wayne was declared an enemy alien by a Confederate court, and his property in Georgia was seized.

At the end of the Civil War, Wayne opposed harsh Reconstruction policies for the South. He voted to strike down test oaths in Cummings v. Missouri (1867) and Ex Parte Garland (1867). He also refused to sit as a circuit court judge in Southern states that were under military rule. Wayne died on July 5, 1867, in Washington, D.C.
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Waynesboro, Georgia, Battle of

Event Date: December 4, 1864

Cavalry engagement during Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). Sherman hoped to induce the Confederates to defend the Augusta area instead of attacking his logistics trains as his army turned toward Savannah.

Confederate cavalry commander Major General Joseph Wheeler had prevented Union brigadier general Judson Kilpatrick’s mounted force from destroying Waynesboro, Georgia, situated along the rail line linking Augusta and Savannah, during an earlier raid on November 27. The Union cavalry regrouped at Louisville until December 1, when Sherman ordered the raids resumed. This time, Brigadier General Absalom Baird’s infantry division from XIV Corps would provide support for the cavalry operations.

On December 2 Kilpatrick’s lead units skirmished with Wheeler’s cavalry near Rocky Creek. The next day, Kilpatrick’s men moved to Thomas’ Station, five miles south of Waynesboro. At about midnight on December 3, Wheeler employed artillery to shell the Union bivouac.

On December 4 Kilpatrick led his division north to Waynesboro. His units quickly ran into a barricade held by dismounted Confederate cavalry, but this failed to hinder their advance. A mile farther Kilpatrick’s force encountered the main Confederate defensive line, entrenched with solid barricades. Kilpatrick decided to attack the barricades with his infantry while the cavalry assaulted the Confederate flanks. As three Union cavalry regiments moved on the Confederate flanks, the 92nd Illinois Mounted Infantry carried out the assault with repeating Spencer carbines, causing the Confederates to retreat. Kilpatrick pursued with the 5th Ohio Cavalry, charging over the barricades to chase down the fleeing Confederates.

The fighting here alerted the rest of Wheeler’s command, which was concentrated at another barricade north of McIntosh Creek at the edge of the town. Kilpatrick then attacked this position with a fresh brigade, employing the same tactics as before. He also directed his artillery to fire canister against the position. When the dismounted 8th Indiana Cavalry assaulted the barricade, the Confederates again fell back, abandoning the town.

Once in Waynesboro, the Union cavalrymen burned the depot, the post office, the town carriage shop, and a house. Kilpatrick had succeeded in keeping Wheeler’s cavalry away from Sherman’s Savannah-bound army. The fighting here claimed Union casualties of 125–190 men, while Confederate losses were estimated at 250 men. Of concern to Kilpatrick was the loss of more than 200 horses, for which he sought replacements from animals seized by Sherman’s foragers.
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Waynesboro, Virginia, Battle of

Event Date: March 2, 1865

Final battle of Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) that brought an end to organized Confederate resistance in the valley. On February 20, 1865, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant ordered Major General Philip Sheridan, commander of the Army of the Shenandoah, to destroy the Confederate rail and supply center of Lynchburg and also destroy rail lines from that place in all directions as well as the adjacent James River Canal and then eventually move into North Carolina to join with forces under Major General William T. Sherman. On February 27, 1865, Sheridan departed Winchester with two cavalry divisions of 10,000 men.

Upon learning of Sheridan’s movement, Confederate commander in the Shenandoah Valley Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early at Staunton, 90 miles south on the Valley Pike, scrambled to find forces to halt the Union advance. In an attempt to slow the Federals, Early dispatched some 300 cavalrymen under Major Thomas L. Rosser to block bridges spanning the Middle Fork of the Shenandoah River near Mount Crawford, but Sheridan’s troopers merely swam their horses across the river and drove the Confederates from the field.

Sheridan’s cavalry reached Staunton on March 1, only to find the Confederate warehouses there emptied by Early’s men. Sheridan entered Staunton the next morning and, instead of pushing south, ordered Major General George Armstrong Custer to take the lead and pursue the Confederates to the east toward Charlottesville.

Struggling on muddy roads in a heavy rain, just before noon on March 2 Custer and the Union cavalry came on the Confederate position before the town of Waynesboro at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains and about a dozen miles east of Staunton. Brigadier General Gabriel C. Wharton had deployed his two brigades of some 1,700 men on low hills just before the South River. Conducting a careful reconnaissance, Custer discovered a gap between Wharton’s left flank and the river.

Concluding that a frontal charge would encounter the Confederate artillery and be costly, Custer planned a coordinated frontal and flank attack of a mix of mounted and dismounted forces. At about 3:30 p.m., three dismounted Federal brigades, all armed with repeating Spencer rifles, poured through the gap on the Confederate left, and then a mounted brigade struck the Confederate center. Both attacks were immediately successful, and the defenders promptly broke and attempted to flee. The battle itself was over quickly, with both sides suffering fewer than 100 killed or wounded. The Union cavalry pursued the fleeing Confederates through Waynesboro and across the South River, encircling most and preventing their escape. The troopers captured some 1,500 Southern soldiers and all their artillery, 11 to 14 pieces depending on the account, along with 200 wagons. Early and some of his staff managed to escape.

The battle marked the end of Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign. Sheridan continued south to take Lynchburg. During the next month he ravaged the area north of the James River, destroying transportation assets and closing off this vital supply artery to General Robert E. Lee’s army at Petersburg. Sensing that the end was near, Sheridan then rode east to join Grant at Petersburg for the beginning of the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865).
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Weaver, James Baird

Birth Date: June 12, 1833

Death Date: February 6, 1912

Union officer. Born on June 12, 1833, in Dayton, Ohio, James Baird Weaver grew up in Michigan and Iowa. He graduated from Cincinnati Law School in 1856 and practiced law in Iowa until he enlisted in the Union Army as a private in May 1861.

Weaver soon became a first lieutenant in the 2nd Iowa Infantry and remained with the unit for the duration of the war. He saw action at the Battles of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) and Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Advanced to major in July 1862, he took part in the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862) and was advanced to colonel in November. During the next year and a half, Weaver’s regiment had garrison duty in Alabama, Tennessee, and Georgia. The unit was then pressed into action for the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Brevetted to brigadier general in March 1865, Weaver mustered out in the summer of 1865.

Weaver returned to Iowa and was elected district attorney of the Second Iowa Judicial District in 1866 as a Republican. The following year, he became a federal assessor of internal revenue, a post he held until 1873. Weaver, who was now in disagreement with the Republican Party’s support for the gold standard, decided to join the Greenback Party in 1875. The Greenback Party supported the use of silver as well as gold to back government-issued paper money. The goal was to increase the money supply in order to reduce the debt burden of farmers.

As a Greenback candidate, Weaver won election to Congress in 1878, serving during 1879–1881. In 1880 he polled more than 300,000 popular votes as the party’s nominee for president, but he failed to win any electoral votes. Weaver’s first attempt to return to Congress in 1882 was unsuccessful, but in 1884, with the support of the Democratic Party and the Greenback-Labor Party, he was elected to two consecutive terms in Congress, where he served from 1885 to 1889.

In July 1892, a group consisting primarily of farmers from the West and the South, convinced of the need for radical economic and political reform, met in Omaha, Nebraska, and established the People’s (Populist) Party. After helping to found the Populist Party, Weaver accepted its nomination for president in 1892. He managed to win more than 1 million popular votes and 22 electoral votes. A strong advocate of uniting all reform and soft-money elements into one party, in 1896 he played a major part in uniting the Democratic Party and the Populist Party before retiring from national politics. Weaver died on February 6, 1912, in Des Moines, Iowa.
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Webb, Alexander Stewart

Birth Date: February 15, 1835

Death Date: February 12, 1911

Union officer. Alexander Stewart Webb was born on February 15, 1835, in New York City. An 1855 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, as a second lieutenant in the artillery he fought in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858) and taught at West Point prior to the secession crisis. He participated in the defense of Fort Pickens in Florida before being sent to Virginia.

Promoted to first lieutenant in April 1861, Webb was advanced to captain in the 11th Infantry in May. In September he accepted a commission as a major of volunteers with the 1st Rhode Island Artillery. Thereafter, he held a series of staff positions in the Army of the Potomac and in the Washington defenses with the rank of lieutenant colonel.

In June 1863 Webb was appointed brigadier general of volunteers and given charge of the Philadelphia Brigade of Brigadier General John Gibbon’s division of Major General Winfield Scott Hancock’s II Corps, Army of the Potomac. Only days after receiving the appointment, Webb and his brigade held the center of the Union line at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), and on the third day of the battle they bore the brunt of and turned back Pickett’s Charge. Wounded in the intense fighting, Webb earned a brevet for his actions. He won a second brevet that autumn while commanding the division at the Second Battle of Bristoe Station (October 14, 1863). Back in brigade command for the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), Webb fought in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) but was badly wounded on May 12 at the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864). Brevetted major general of volunteers, he did not return to duty until January 1865, when he became chief of staff for Major General George G. Meade, commander of the Army of the Potomac, a position that Webb held for the final months of the war. Brevetted through major general in the regular establishment, he mustered out of the volunteers in January 1866.

Continuing in the regular army as lieutenant colonel of the new 44th Infantry Regiment, Webb transferred to the 5th Infantry in 1869 and was honorably discharged the following year. He served as president of the City College of New York from 1869 to 1902. In 1891 he was awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions at Gettysburg. Webb died at Riverdale, New York, on February 12, 1911.
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Webb, James Watson

Birth Date: February 8, 1802

Death Date: June 7, 1884

Newspaper publisher and U.S. diplomat. James Watson Webb was born on February 8, 1802, in Claverack, New York. He was the father of Alexander Stewart Webb, a Union brigadier general during the Civil War. In 1819 when he was just 17 years old, James Webb enlisted in the U.S. Army, rising to first lieutenant by 1823 and assistant commissary of subsistence in 1824. Webb resigned his commission in 1827. That same year he purchased the Morning Courier, which initially was a pro–Andrew Jackson newspaper. Two years later Webb bought the New York Enquirer and combined the papers to produce the New York Courier and Enquirer. For many years Webb’s paper flourished, although by the 1830s it had become a pro–Whig Party publication, and many credited Webb with coining the term “Whig.” Webb was something of a loose cannon, however, given to fits of rage and bullying that made many enemies. He also fought several duels.

Webb was appointed U.S. minister to Austria in 1849, but the appointment went unconfirmed. By 1860 Webb’s newspaper was encountering stiff financial headwinds, mainly because of rising competition. After Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860, Webb promptly began to lobby Secretary of State William Seward, an old friend, to find him a diplomatic post. In early 1861 Webb was offered the post of U.S. minister to Turkey, but he declined the position, believing it to be a dead-end assignment.

Webb was named minister to Brazil in May 1861, a post he accepted. In June he sold his newspaper and set out for Brazil via Europe. He met with Lord John Russell, British foreign secretary, and French emperor Napoleon III, with whom Webb had struck up a friendship while the latter was in exile in New York City during the 1830s. To his credit, Webb was able to convince the French and British that an attempt to break the Union blockade of the South would not result in more cotton making its way to European shores.

Once Webb arrived in Brazil in the summer of 1861, he was faced with a conundrum. His chief job was to cultivate positive U.S.-Brazilian relations and to ensure that Brazil did not break its neutrality toward the Civil War. But Brazil was the only other large country besides the Confederacy in which slavery was legal and still being practiced. Many Brazilians were sympathetic to the Confederate cause. Webb’s greatest achievement came in 1865, when he traveled to Paris and used his influence with Napoleon to help negotiate an arrangement by which the French would remove their troops from Mexico, which had been a major sticking point in Franco-American relations. Webb left Brazil and vacated his post in 1869, leaving U.S.-Brazilian relations in a state of considerable unease. He returned to New York City, where he dabbled in journalism until his death there on June 7, 1884.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Weed, Stephen Hinsdale

Birth Date: November 17, 1831

Death Date: July 2, 1863

Union officer. Born on November 17, 1831, in Potsdam, New York, Stephen Hinsdale Weed graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1854. Commissioned a second lieutenant of artillery, he served in the Third Seminole War (1855–1858), in Kansas during sectional strife there, and in the Utah Expedition from 1858 to 1861.

On May 14, 1861, Weed was promoted to captain in the 5th U.S. Artillery and led Battery I of that regiment in the Army of the Potomac during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), and at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). During the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Weed was in charge of V Corps artillery.

Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on June 6, 1863, Weed took command of the 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, V Corps, which consisted of four volunteer regiments (the 91st and 155th Pennsylvania and the 140th and 146th New York) in a division largely made up of regulars. During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Weed’s brigade was ordered to help defend Little Round Top on July 2. The 140th New York arrived in time to help repel the last Confederate attack on Colonel Strong Vincent’s brigade. After the brigade’s four regiments were in position to defend the hill, Weed was standing near Battery D of the 5th Artillery when a bullet went through his arm and lodged in his chest. Carried back to a field hospital, Weed died a few hours later.
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Weed, Thurlow

Birth Date: November 15, 1797

Death Date: November 22, 1882

Influential newspaper editor and political operative. Thurlow Weed was born on November 15, 1797, in Greene County, New York. In 1809 the family moved west to Cortland County, New York, where Weed was apprenticed to a printer in 1812. He soon became a journeyman printer and in 1817 was hired as foreman printer of the Albany Register.
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Thurlow Weed was an influential New York state newspaper publisher. He joined the Republican Party and supported Abraham Lincoln on his election as president. However, he viewed Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation as dangerously radical. (Library of Congress)

In Albany, Weed began to write his first editorials. In 1818 he bought a newspaper in Chenango County and plunged into New York’s fractious political wars. Within two years, however, Weed was forced to sell the paper. He subsequently secured a job at the Rochester Telegraph in 1821 and soon took over editorial writing for the paper. In his hard-hitting style, Weed attacked the Democrats, who by that time controlled much of New York, and he supported John Quincy Adams against Andrew Jackson in 1824. By the time the 1824 election was concluded, the Rochester Telegraph was an important regional newspaper, and Weed had become a powerful voice in New York politics.

Soon Weed began a campaign against the secretive Freemasons, stirring up public sentiment and endorsing a number of candidates for the New York State Assembly in 1827. The following year the Anti-Mason Party was formed, and Weed left the Telegraph to form the Anti-Masonic Enquirer. In 1829, Anti-Mason leaders raised funds for a flagship newspaper in Albany and saw to it that Weed was elected to the New York State Assembly. Weed launched the Albany Evening Journal in 1830, serving as chief reporter and editor.

After 1832, anti-Masonry declined as an organizing issue, and Weed joined the Whig Party in 1834. By 1838, he exercised much control over his party both as editor of the Evening Journal, in which he promulgated Whig ideas, and as a political manager and backroom deal maker. Weed adroitly used the spoils system to distribute state jobs, funds, and other patronage to hold together and expand the Whig coalition.

The Whig Party’s success in New York gave Weed considerable power in the party’s national convention in 1840, and he played a sizable role in the nomination of William Henry Harrison, who went on to win the 1840 election. Harrison’s victory was Weed’s as well, and the aging general’s death after just weeks in office was a huge blow to Weed’s power.

Weed struggled for the next eight years to rebuild his party and prevent the slavery issue from tearing it apart. In 1848 he successfully courted Zachary Taylor to be the Whig’s standard-bearer, and Weed’s stature rose with Taylor’s election to the presidency and William H. Seward’s election to the Senate.

In 1854 Weed reluctantly followed Seward into the newly formed Republican Party. Weed tried to manage Seward’s nomination for the presidency in 1860, but the long friendship with Weed made Seward anathema to the many former Democrats in the new party. Weed supported Abraham Lincoln on his election in 1860 but was shocked by Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation (1863), which Weed viewed as dangerously radical.

Weed gave up the Evening Journal in 1863, moved to New York City, and briefly edited the Commercial Advertiser. After the Civil War, Weed backed embattled president Andrew Johnson and the National Union Party, and its subsequent failure marked the end of Weed’s national influence. Weed died on November 22, 1882, in New York City.
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Weisiger, David Addison

Birth Date: December 23, 1818

Death Date: February 23, 1899

Confederate officer. David Addison Weisiger was born on December 23, 1818, in Chesterfield County, Virginia. A businessman in Petersburg, he served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and had attained the rank of captain in the Virginia Militia by 1861. Weisiger accepted a colonel’s commission in the Confederate Army on May 9, 1861, and was given charge of the 12th Virginia Infantry Regiment. For the succeeding 11 months, his regiment was stationed on Virginia’s lower peninsula and saw little combat. Joining the Army of Northern Virginia, Weisiger subsequently saw action during the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and was badly wounded during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862).

Weisiger was on leave to recover until July 1863, at which time he resumed command of the 12th Virginia. On May 6, 1864, he took charge of a brigade in Brigadier General William Mahone’s division at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). Weisiger held this command during the Battles of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) and Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). Advanced to the temporary rank of brigadier general on May 31, Weisiger took part in the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865).

Weisiger helped spearhead the Confederate counterattack during the Battle of the Crater (July 30, 1864). He performed well and, having been wounded during the operation, was promoted to permanent brigadier general. On April 9, 1865, he surrendered at Appomattox Court House. After the war he worked as a bank cashier in Petersburg. Weisiger later moved to Richmond, where he died on February 23, 1899.
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Weitzel, Godfrey

Birth Date: November 1, 1835

Death Date: March 19, 1884

Union officer. Godfrey Weitzel was born on November 1, 1835, in Winzeln near Pirmasens, Germany; his family moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, when he was an infant (several sources list Cincinnati as his birthplace). Weitzel graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1855 and was assigned to the Corps of Engineers. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1860, and in March 1861 he served as a bodyguard for President Abraham Lincoln during his inauguration.

Weitzel spent the first year of the war constructing defenses at various locations. In February 1862 he became chief engineer for Major General Benjamin Butler, then commanding the Department of the Gulf. When New Orleans fell in April 1862, Weitzel was named assistant military commander and acting mayor of the city. On August 29, 1862, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers. Weitzel commanded a division during the siege of Port Hudson (March 14–July 8, 1863) and in the engagement at Bayou Lafourche (July 13).

In May 1864 Weitzel became chief engineer for the Army of the James and supervised construction of defenses at Bermuda Hundred and Deep Bottom and along the James River. On August 29, 1864, he was brevetted major general of volunteers, and on November 17 he was made a full major general of volunteers. Weitzel was assigned to command XVIII Corps, Army of the James, in September 1864 and saw extensive action around Richmond and Petersburg. In December he took charge of the new XXV Corps, consisting entirely of black regiments. Weitzel, along with the 3rd Division of XXV Corps, took part in the failed First Battle of Fort Fisher, North Carolina (December 23–27, 1864) and the successful second effort (January 13–15, 1865). During the final months of the war, he commanded all Union troops north of the Appomattox River. When Confederate forces evacuated Richmond, Weitzel’s command took possession of the Confederate capital on April 3, 1865. In May, Weitzel and his corps moved to Texas as part of the occupation force and remained there until January 1866. He mustered out of the volunteer army the following March. Having won brevets through major general in the regular army, he now reverted to his permanent rank of captain but was promoted to major in August 1866.

Weitzel worked on numerous major engineering projects around the country and was promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1882. He died on active duty in Philadelphia on March 19, 1884.
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Weld, Theodore

Birth Date: November 23, 1803

Death Date: February 3, 1895

Noted minister and abolitionist. Born on November 23, 1803, in Hampton, Connecticut, Theodore Weld attended Hamilton College (New York) but left in 1825 after coming under the influence of revivalist preacher Charles Grandison Finney. Weld spent two years preaching throughout western New York while also studying for the ministry at the Oneida Institute in Whitesboro, New York.

Weld joined the antislavery cause and soon convinced two wealthy New York philanthropists, Arthur and Lewis Tappan, to become part of the abolitionist movement. In 1831 Weld succeeded in convincing the Tappans to fund a theological seminary in the Midwest where Finney might train men for the ministry. Weld chose the already established Lane Seminary in Cincinnati, Ohio. He studied at Lane to complete his preparations for the ministry but was forced out in 1834 when he led students in a series of debates on slavery. When the trustees called for a halt to the debates, Weld and many of the students formed Oberlin College (Ohio), which then became a center of abolitionist activity.

As an agent of the newly formed American Anti-Slavery Society, Weld traveled throughout the region lecturing and helping to organize antislavery societies. He was a powerful speaker who was undeterred by hostile audiences. In 1836 he organized a conference in New York to train agents for the American Anti-Slavery Society. Two years later Weld married abolitionist Angelina Grimké.

With his voice failing by the late 1830s, Weld sought to advance the cause by writing pamphlets published anonymously. Of these, the most influential was American Slavery as It Is (1839), a compilation of items from Southern newspapers detailing the horrors of slavery. The pamphlet was a major source of inspiration for Harriet Beecher Stowe, who drew upon it while writing her novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin. From 1841 to 1843, Weld helped a group of antislavery congressmen, headed by John Quincy Adams, by providing research material on slavery. The group succeeded in repealing the gag rule, which had prevented debate in the U.S. House of Representatives on any antislavery petition.

The antislavery cause gradually moved away from Weld’s brand of evangelical belief to take a more political approach. Left behind by this change, Weld retired from public life in 1843. His work, however, was carried on by the many prominent people he had converted to the cause.

Weld labored on a farm in Belleville, New Jersey, where he and his family had moved, and started a small school for young children. From 1854 to 1862, he served as the head of Eagleswood, a coeducational, racially integrated school in New Jersey. Moving near Boston in 1862, he taught English at a girls’ school for several years. Weld died on February 3, 1895, in Boston.
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Weldon & Petersburg Railroad

Important Confederate railway. Constructed in 1830 and one of Virginia’s first rail lines, the Weldon & Petersburg Railroad was a 60-mile-long line connecting Weldon, North Carolina, and Petersburg, Virginia. It was built at a time when materials were inexpensive and slave labor was plentiful. Its right-of-way was relatively flat and easy to build upon, and the railroad was one of the first American lines offering sleeping car service to its passengers.

Seven years after construction, the Weldon & Petersburg Railroad was tied to the Wilmington & Weldon Railroad, a North Carolina line built to carry goods from the south to Weldon for connection to points in the Northeast. The railroad, sometimes referred to during the Civil War as “Robert E. Lee’s horse supply,” was a key supply line for Confederate forces in Petersburg and Richmond, the capital of the Confederacy. It was also the primary mode of distribution of goods from the fertile lands that lay south of Virginia.

Headquartered near Weldon, a city named after its founder Daniel Weldon, owner of an orchard plantation, the rail line helped the town become a major hub for shipping goods to the North. Other communities sprang up along the 60 miles of track, and stations were built to accommodate travel, and, more importantly, shipping. Among the prominent stations along the line were Petersburg, Reams, Stony Creek, Jarratt, Bellfield, Junction, Ryland, Summit, Gaston, and Pleasant Hill. Many of these would become Civil War battlefields. One of the most important stops was Reams Station, where Globe Tavern was located. Almost 4,000 Union and Confederate soldiers fighting for control of the rail line were killed or wounded here during the Second Battle of Reams Station (August 25, 1864).

In August 1864, supply trains carrying matériel and troops were busy between Weldon and Petersburg. Union major general Gouverneur K. Warren was assigned the task of taking the railroad from the Confederates and destroying it. With a large number of infantry troops at his disposal, he seized the railroad at Globe Tavern. Demolition of the line started immediately, and by the end of the year the Weldon & Petersburg Railroad had been largely destroyed. Completely removing 40 miles of it and damaging the remaining 20 miles denied the Confederates a crucial supply link.
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Welles, Gideon

Birth Date: July 1, 1802

Death Date: February 11, 1878

U.S. secretary of the navy (1861–1869). Born on July 1, 1802, in Glastonbury, Connecticut, Gideon Welles came from a prosperous family, his father being a shipbuilder and West Indies merchant with a tradition of public service. Welles received an excellent education, first at the Episcopal Academy at Cheshire (one of his classmates was future admiral Andrew H. Foote) and then at the American Literary, Scientific, and Military Academy at Norwich, Vermont (which in 1834 became Norwich University). Welles then got caught up in journalism and politics.

Welles associated himself with John M. Niles in publishing the Hartford Times and Weekly Advertizer, the only Jeffersonian newspaper in Connecticut. Welles took a leading role in organizing the Democratic Party in Connecticut and was an ardent supporter of Andrew Jackson for the presidency in the election of 1828. When Jackson won, Welles advised him on political patronage regarding Connecticut. In 1835 Welles became comptroller of Connecticut, a post he again held in the 1840s. In 1836 he was postmaster of Hartford, and the next year he was elected to the state legislature. He backed Martin Van Buren for the presidency in 1844, but when James K. Polk won the nomination, Welles shifted his support to him. Polk won the election, and at the end of 1845 he offered Welles the post of chief of the naval Bureau of Provisions and Clothing. There was some opposition among naval officers to a civilian in this position, but Polk persisted, and Welles quieted concerns by doing an admirable job. He held the position during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) from April 1846 until President Zachary Taylor, a Whig, removed him in 1849.

Welles returned to Connecticut in the autumn of 1849 and wrote for a number of Democratic journals. He opposed the Fugitive Slave Act and broke with the Democratic Party over the Kansas-Nebraska Act. Welles opposed fellow Democrat Franklin Pierce’s ambiguous stance on slavery, and when the new Republican Party formed in 1855, Welles became the first Republican candidate for governor of Connecticut. Although he failed to win the 1856 election, in May 1860 he was a member of the Connecticut delegation to the Republican National Convention and contributed significantly to the nomination of Abraham Lincoln for the presidency.
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Gideon Welles of Connecticut was the U.S. secretary of the navy during 1861–1869. He was an extraordinarily able administrator and a good judge of people. Welles oversaw ship procurement, the development of Union naval strategy, and personnel assignments. (Library of Congress)

Welles was one of Lincoln’s top choices for his cabinet and appointed him secretary of the navy on March 5, 1861. This proved to be a very astute choice, because Welles had more experience with the department than any of his predecessors.

Welles took over a department in disarray. Morale was quite low throughout the navy. Many of the department’s clerks were openly hostile to the government, and Welles’s predecessor Isaac Toucey had allowed many officers from the South to resign. Others had been fired, and the officer corps was thus at about half strength. Also, some of those in key posts who remained were of dubious loyalty, including chief of the Bureau of Ordnance Captain George Magruder and commander of the Washington Navy Yard Captain Franklin Buchanan.

The navy was far from ready for war. In early 1861 it had about 90 ships, designed to carry a total of 2,415 guns, but only 42 of them were in commission, and Toucey had scattered most of these on foreign station. At the start of the war, the home squadron numbered only 12 vessels mounting a total of 187 guns.

The navy clearly needed a strong hand and effective leadership and required these immediately. Welles had these qualities in ample measure and was certainly one of the great U.S. secretaries of the navy. A capable administrator, he was not afraid to experiment with new ideas; direct in his dealings with others, he was also a good judge of people. He appointed such capable individuals as Assistant Secretary of the Navy Gustavus Vasa Fox and Chief Clerk William Faxon. Welles also had to oversee the development of naval strategy and the direction of operations. He seems to have had the respect and loyalty of the officers in the navy.

The first major problem that Welles faced was securing ships. To enforce the blockade of the Confederate coast (proclaimed by Lincoln on April 19), the Navy Department had to convert its small and for the most part obsolete collection of ships into an effective force. Welles immediately launched a large naval construction program. This included building ironclads, but for immediate use the navy purchased ships of all types and assigned them to blockade duty. By midsummer, the Union blockade of some 3,500 miles of the Atlantic coast in the South and the coast of the Gulf of Mexico was well under way. By 1865, the U.S. Navy, with 700 vessels of all types, including 60 ironclads, was the second-largest navy in the world, behind only the British Royal Navy.

Another problem was manning the ships. In this regard, Welles recruited a large number of African Americans. Ultimately they made up about 16 percent of U.S. Navy personnel. Under Welles, the number of seamen and officers went from 7,600 men to some 51,500.

Welles served until the end of the administration of Lincoln’s successor Andrew Johnson and oversaw the shrinkage of the U.S. Navy back to peacetime size. Welles left office on March 4, 1869. His tenure as secretary is the longest in the history of the Navy Department.

Welles remained active in retirement. He spent part of his time editing the very detailed diary that he kept while in office; this sheds much light on the inner workings of the federal government under Lincoln and Johnson as well as the navy during the Civil War. It was published after Welles’s death, which occurred at Hartford, Connecticut, on February 11, 1878.
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West, Confederate Army of the

Short-lived Confederate army created by Major General Earl Van Dorn on March 2, 1862. Van Dorn, who hoped to invade Missouri, occupy St. Louis, and even raid into Illinois, also served as the Army of the West’s first commander.

The first engagement of the Army of the West, the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862), was a debacle and compelled Van Dorn to move his force south. He now decided to march his army to Corinth, Mississippi, to help guard the strategic rail junction there, but this move also failed. Union forces under Major General Henry Halleck pushed the Confederates out of Corinth on May 29–30, 1862; Van Dorn’s army was not even able to offer token resistance.

By June, the Army of the West, now with some 20,000 men, consisted of three divisions: the 1st Division under Major General Sterling Price, the 2nd Division commanded by Major General Samuel Jones, and the 3rd Division under Major General John P. McCown. Later that month, Confederate officials sent Van Dorn to Vicksburg, Mississippi, and command of the army fell temporarily to McCown. On July 3, 1862, Price was appointed the army’s new commander and took charge of operations in western Tennessee and northern Mississippi.

The Army of the West saw combat during the Battle of Iuka (September 19–20, 1862) and was absorbed into the Army of West Tennessee prior to the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), where it sustained very heavy casualties. Price then withdrew to Holly Springs with some 7,500 fewer men. Confederate authorities dissolved the army on November 26, 1862, by merging it with forces at Vicksburg under the command of Major General John C. Pemberton.
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Well-Known Confederate Armies during the Civil War






	Name
	Chief Area of Operation
	Famous Commanders



	Army of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Sterling Price



	Edmund Kirby Smith



	Army of Kentucky
	Kentucky
	Edmund Kirby Smith



	Army of Mississippi
	Mississippi
	P. G. T. Beauregard



	Albert Sidney Johnston



	Braxton Bragg



	John C. Pemberton



	William J. Hardee



	Leonidas Polk



	William W. Loring



	Army of Missouri
	Missouri
	Sterling Price



	Army of Northern Virginia
	Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, North Carolina
	Joseph E. Johnston



	Gustavus W. Smith



	Robert E. Lee



	Army of Tennessee
	Appalachian Mountains and Mississippi River regions
	Braxton Bragg



	Samuel Gibbs French



	William J. Hardee



	Daniel H. Hill



	John Bell Hood



	Joseph E. Johnston



	Army of the Trans-Mississippi
	Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Texas, Indian Territory
	Thomas C. Hindman



	Theophilus Holmes



	Edmund Kirby Smith



	Army of the Valley
	Virginia
	Jubal Early



	Army of the West
	Arkansas, Mississippi
	Earl Van Dorn



	Army of Western Louisiana
	Louisiana
	Richard Taylor



	Edmund Kirby Smith
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West, Confederate Department of the

Confederate military administrative unit created on November 24, 1862. General Joseph E. Johnston was named commander that same day. The Department of the West was not an army command but included Department No. 2, the Department of East Tennessee, the Department of Mississippi, and the Department of East Louisiana as well as northwestern Georgia and a strip of land in northwestern South Carolina. On November 29, 1862, Confederate officials appended Atlanta to Johnston’s jurisdiction. During the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), Johnston tried unsuccessfully to coordinate the various commands under him. His efforts were stymied by the vastness of the area under his oversight, confusion over his authority, his own lack of aggressiveness, and a lack of cooperation among some of his subordinates. After more military reversals that autumn, the Department of the West was discontinued on December 23, 1863, at which time Johnston took command of the Army of Tennessee. The individual subordinate departments thus reclaimed control of the area.
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West, Joseph Rodman

Birth Date: September 19, 1822

Death Date: October 31, 1898

Union officer. Joseph Rodman West was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, on September 19, 1822, and as a youth moved with his family to Philadelphia. There he attended private schools and enrolled at the University of Pennsylvania for two years before moving to New Orleans in 1841. He served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a captain of volunteers from 1847 to 1848. After that conflict he stayed in California, where he found work in publishing and journalism. He was for a time the owner of the San Francisco Price Current.

When the Civil War began in 1861, West received a commission as a lieutenant colonel of the 1st California Volunteers. In the autumn of 1861 he led an expedition to take Fort Yuma and then saw action in Confederate brigadier general H. H. Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign (November 1861–May 1862). When his commanding officer, James H. Carleton, was promoted to brigadier general, West was named to replace him at the rank of colonel on June 1, 1862. Some four months later on October 25, 1862, West was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers. In 1863 he headed the Department of Arizona and led a successful raid against the Apaches in January 1863. In April 1864 he was ordered east to Arkansas, where he took command of the 2nd Division in VII Corps and commanded it during the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864).

At the end of the war, West was commanding officer of cavalry in the Department of the Gulf. Brevetted major general of volunteers, he left the service in January 1866 and settled in New Orleans. He held several political appointments before being elected to the U.S. Senate in 1871 as a Republican. West left the Senate when his term ended in 1877 but remained in the nation’s capital, where he held numerous government posts until his death there on October 31, 1898.
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West, Union Department of the

Federal administrative military unit organized in November 1860. The Union Department of the West was headquartered at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. The first commander was Brigadier General William S. Harney, who held that post from November 17, 1860, until May 31, 1861. He was succeeded by Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon, who commanded the department from June 1, 1861, until July 3, 1861.

The department initially encompassed the territory between the Rocky Mountains and the Mississippi River (southward to the Texas state line) and also included Louisiana and Arkansas. The latter two states were broken off of the command on May 3, 1861, when they became part of the Department of the Ohio. On July 3, 1861, the Department of the West was absorbed by the Western Department.
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Western Department, Confederate

See Department No. 2, Confederate

_______________________

Western Department, Union

Federal military administrative unit created on July 3, 1861, and dissolved on November 9, 1861. The Union Western Department was formed when Illinois was added to the existing Department of the West; the new territory included all states and territories between the Rocky Mountains and the Mississippi River (plus Illinois). The first commander was Major General John C. Frémont, who proved to be a difficult and controversial appointment. On July 25, Frémont moved his headquarters from Fort Leavenworth to St. Louis because of fighting then occurring in Missouri.

Frémont had about 23,000 troops under his command, of whom at least a third were three-month volunteers. He seemed unable to assert control in Missouri, and on August 10, 1861, Union brigadier general Nathaniel Lyon’s brigade was soundly defeated by Confederate forces under Major General Sterling Price in the Battle of Wilson’s Creek. Frémont refused to take any responsibility for the debacle.

Thereafter, Frémont’s command became a major headache for the War Department, largely because of the commander’s own conduct. He angered prominent local leaders, frequently contracted with unscrupulous suppliers, and surrounded himself with sycophants and incompetent staff officers. Frémont’s worse blunder came on August 30, when he unilaterally invoked martial law in Missouri and proclaimed that all slaves in the state owned by Confederates were to be immediately set free. President Abraham Lincoln was outraged by Frémont’s act of defiance and promptly rescinded the orders.

By mid-October 1861, Lincoln wanted Frémont relieved of command. The War Department sent several messengers to Frémont’s headquarters while the beleaguered commander asked for a reprieve. When that was not forthcoming, he ordered guards not to allow any messengers to reach him. On November 2, an army captain disguised as a local farmer made it through the sentries and delivered a removal order to Frémont. Major General David Hunter replaced Frémont as commander that same day, but the Western Department was incorporated into the new Department of the Missouri on November 9, 1861.
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Western Kentucky, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit established by Special Order No. 211 on September 6, 1864, under the command of Brigadier General Adam R. Johnson. The Confederate Department of Kentucky encompassed an area bordered by the Ohio River to the north, from its confluence with the Mississippi River east to West Point, Kentucky. The border then ran south through Elizabethtown, Glasgow, and Tompkinsville, Kentucky, to Carthage, Tennessee. The border then followed the Tennessee River west to Nashville and paralleled the Northwestern Railroad to Hickman, Kentucky, close to the Missouri state line, and then followed the Mississippi River north to the mouth of the Ohio. The borders roughly resembled a very large circle, although the area was lightly populated and did not see much combat.

After General Johnson became incapacitated from a war wound, he was replaced on September 26, 1864, by Brigadier General Hylan B. Lyon, who commanded the department until the war’s end. Lyon’s main focus was on implementing conscription laws in his department and protecting the local populace from Union raids. On May 4, 1865, the department was officially surrendered to Union officials, at which time it ceased to exist.
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Western Sanitary Commission

Civilian relief agency created in 1861 that sought to care for soldiers in the western and Trans-Mississippi theaters. Numerous charitable and relief organizations arose in both the North and the South during the war. These charities came about as civilians sought to care for soldiers and as the dramatic expansion of the size of the military outstripped the government’s attempts to provide adequate supplies and medical care. While the U.S. Sanitary Commission (USSC) was organized in the East in June 1861, the need for a corresponding organization in the West was met by the Western Sanitary Commission (WSC). The WSC supplemented military efforts by providing food, supplies, and medical care to soldiers.

The WSC was formally established on September 10, 1861, by Major General John C. Frémont’s Special Order No. 159 in response to a request by Reverend William Greenleaf Eliot. The organization was headquartered in St. Louis. The WSC Executive Committee consisted James E. Yeatman, who served as WSC president; Reverend Eliot; and three other WSC members.

The WSC provided soldiers with food, clothing, and other essentials that supplemented what they had received from the army; provided medical supplies; established and managed hospitals; and appointed nurses. In addition, the WSC raised money to provide these supplies and services through individual donations and charity events and solicited civilians to become volunteer workers. The WSC developed floating hospitals to serve on the Mississippi River and secured government permission to transport supplies by river and by rail, which allowed it to operate in a wide area. The WSC also maintained careful records of patients and of places of burial, allowing family members a better chance of locating the soldiers they sought.

While its primary mission was caring for Union soldiers, the WSC was also active in aiding former slaves and even sought to improve conditions for Confederate prisoners of war. The work of the WSC was thoroughly appreciated by soldiers and commended by many notable Union commanders in the western theater. However, its relationship with the USSC was acrimonious. The USSC had sought jurisdiction over the WSC, but this effort failed, and the two agencies continued to function independently in their respective theaters for the duration of the war.
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Western Virginia, Union Department of

Union military administrative unit established on September 19, 1861, that incorporated part of the Department of the Ohio as well as the Army of Occupation of Western Virginia. The Union Department of Western Virginia covered the state of Virginia west of the Blue Ridge Mountains (including the area that would become West Virginia in 1863). Brigadier William S. Rosecrans served as the department’s first and only commander. He had at his disposal eight brigades numbering some 20,000 troops, stationed in numerous locations within the department. On March 11, 1862, the department was absorbed by the newly created Mountain Department.
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Western Virginia and East Tennessee, Confederate Department of

Confederate military administrative unit created on February 20, 1865, by General Robert E. Lee’s Special Order No. 2. At the same time, he expanded the command of Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early to incorporate the area. Its geographic area included southwestern Virginia westward to the Kentucky border as well as the eastern quarter of Tennessee. The Department of Western Virginia and East Tennessee was initially named the Trans-Allegheny Department, which had been established on November 25, 1862.

When Lee created the newly named department and changed its commander, Confederate statutes had dictated that only the secretary of war could issue such orders. Lee, who had just been named commander of all Confederate armies, however, mistakenly believed that his new position included such authority. To avoid conflict, the Confederate War Department issued its own order on February 20, echoing Lee’s order. The department ceased to exist after the formal surrender at Appomattox Court House on April 12, 1865.
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West Florida, Confederate Department of

Unofficial name of a Confederate military administrative unit that encompassed central and western Florida. The Confederate Department of West Florida came into being on October 6, 1863, when Brigadier General William M. Gardner was named commander of the District of Middle Florida, which was the official name of the command. Gardner, however, preferred the former name, and for a time the Confederate War Department referred to it as such. Gardner’s command was subordinate to General P. G. T. Beauregard’s Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida and was headquartered in Quincy, Florida, in the Florida Panhandle.

Whatever name was employed for the administrative unit, Gardner did an excellent job reorganizing the area and augmenting his forces by invoking conscription, which his predecessor had suspended. By the end of 1863, Gardner had at his disposal two full regiments and three companies of cavalry, two regiments and two battalions of infantry, and three artillery batteries. In early 1864, he sent many of these to aid in actions in north-central Florida, including the Battle of Olustee (February 20, 1864), which ended in a solid Confederate victory. On February 23, the elusive department was organized out of existence when it became part of the District of Florida.
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West Gulf Blockading Squadron

One of two Union Navy blockading squadrons along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico. At the beginning of the Civil War, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles established the Gulf Blockading Squadron, which covered the Confederate coastline from Key West, Florida, to Brownsville, Texas. In late 1861, the Navy Department decided to split the Gulf Blockading Squadron into two separate squadrons. This went into effect formally on February 20, 1862, when the Gulf Squadron was split into the East Gulf Blockading Squadron and the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. Captain William McKean, who had commanded the Gulf Blockading Squadron, took command of the eastern squadron, with responsibility from Key West to Pensacola; Captain David G. Farragut took command of the western squadron that covered the coast from Pensacola to the Rio Grande.

Because it had responsibility for blockading New Orleans, Mobile, and Galveston, the western squadron was by far the more important of the two. The squadron also supported Union land operations along the western half of the Gulf Coast. Farragut directed the Union operation that pushed past the Mississippi River forts to capture New Orleans in April 1862. Ships of the squadron then operated on the Mississippi as far north as above Vicksburg, Mississippi. The squadron also supported the Union operation against Galveston, Texas, in the autumn of 1862 that culminated in the Union defeat at the Battle of Galveston (January 1, 1863). The squadron’s ships won the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 5, 1864), effectively closing off the last major Confederate Gulf Coast port of Mobile, Alabama.

Commodore James S. Palmer succeeded Farragut on November 30, 1864. The squadron’s last commander was Commodore Henry K. Thatcher on February 23, 1865. The West Gulf Blockading Squadron was merged into the Gulf Squadron on July 13, 1865.
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West Point, Battle of

Start Date: February 20, 1864

End Date: February 21, 1864

Engagement in Mississippi during the Meridian Campaign (February 3–26, 1864). In January 1864 Major General William T. Sherman, commanding the Union Army of the Tennessee, possessed a force of 20,000 men and was planning a march south to Meridian, Mississippi, to capture the city and defeat the Confederate army there under Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk. At the same time, Sherman hoped to sever the Mobile & Ohio Railroad, the line that ran from Vicksburg to Selma, and destroy rebel forces under Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest.

On February 20, 1864, Union brigadier general William Sooy Smith’s 7,000-man cavalry detachment clashed with Confederate forces under Colonel Jeffrey E. Forrest about 15 miles north of West Point, Mississippi. Smith had sent the 2nd Iowa Regiment forward to scout the Confederates’ position. The regiment encountered the Confederates under Forrest and charged them. Fearing that he would be outflanked, Forrest withdrew toward West Point and continued fighting through that town. He then took up positions behind Sakatonchee Creek, just outside West Point. Meanwhile, the Union forces occupied the town.

Now over the Sakatonchee at Ellis’s Bridge, Forrest placed his troops in strong positions under good cover with obstacles blocking the Union approach route. The Tombigbee River was to his left, and Okkitbbeha Creek was to his right. On February 21 Major D. E. Coon’s 2nd Iowa Cavalry clashed with the defending Confederates in a three-hour fight. The Union forces then broke off the battle and withdrew to West Point. The fighting claimed 144 Confederates casualties, while the Union sustained 324 casualties. The skirmish prevented Union forces under Smith from linking up with Sherman in Meridian. Also, Nathan Bedford Forrest came up and ordered a pursuit, driving Smith’s men back into Tennessee and ultimately ending the Meridian Campaign.
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West Point Foundry, New York

One of the nation’s most productive early ironworks, known for the production of the Parrott rifled gun during the Civil War. In early 1817 two years after the end of the War of 1812, President James Madison ordered the development of heavy artillery munitions factories. Cold Spring, New York, situated on the east side of the Hudson River directly opposite the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, was one of four sites selected for munitions manufacturing. The transportation of finished goods on the Hudson and the protection afforded by the batteries at West Point rendered it an ideal location.

The West Point Foundry commenced operations in 1817 when a local prominent citizen, Gouverneur Kemble, raised $100,000 in capital to build the munitions plant. The factory continued operations until its closure in 1911. Government contracts drove production, and cannon, round shot, and grapeshot were the major products. Kemble supervised the foundry until 1836, when Robert Parrott was hired as superintendent.

Parrott, who had studied artillery tactics at West Point, helped promote the principle of vertical integration at the foundry, which was one of the first companies to adopt this method of production in the United States. Vertical integration meant that the factory controlled virtually all methods of production, from the procurement of raw materials through the final production of guns and ammunition and their transportation to end users. By 1860, the foundry consisted of a molding house, a gun foundry, three cupolas and three air furnaces, two boring mills, three blacksmith’s shops, an eight-ton trip-hammer for heavy wrought-iron work, a turning shop, a boiler shop, and several other buildings. The village of Cold Spring expanded rapidly because of the foundry.

At the apex of the foundry’s productivity in the 1860s, nearly 1,400 workers were employed. During the Civil War, the foundry produced almost 2,000 cannon and more than 3 million shot and shells. Its most notable achievement was the production of Parrott guns, named after superintendent Parrott. These guns were produced in a number of different sizes, ranging from 2.9-inch bore (10-pounder) to 10-inch (army, 300-pounder; navy, 250-pounder) guns. The Parrott guns had a cast-iron barrel with a wrought-iron band shrunk over it at the breech end for additional strength at the point of greatest strain. Parrott guns were extremely accurate, but—as with all early large rifled guns—occasionally burst on firing.

At the end of the Civil War, the foundry suffered from the sharp reduction in government contracts. The emerging steel industry also hurt the cast-iron business. Although the foundry did manage to produce miles of cast-iron piping for New York City’s water system, the 1880s witnessed the foundry’s steep descent when steel began replacing iron in manufacturing. In 1897 the foundry was sold to the Cornell brothers, who produced machines for sugar-production plants. The foundry was finally closed in 1911.
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Westport, Battle of

Event Date: October 23, 1864

Engagement of Confederate major general Sterling Price’s cavalry raid into Missouri and the last major land battle of the Civil War west of the Mississippi River. The Battle of Westport was fought on the outskirts of Kansas City on October 23, 1864. The mission of Price’s Army of Missouri was to gather recruits and supplies and prevent Union troops from supporting operations in other theaters. Union major general Samuel Curtis’s Army of the Border, heavily augmented by Kansas militiamen, prepared to defend Kansas, while Union major general Alfred Pleasonton mobilized his Provisional Cavalry Division of the Department of the Missouri from St. Louis. Curtis and Pleasonton attempted to trap Price near Independence, Missouri, east of Kansas City, but Price successfully fought Curtis to his front while delaying Pleasonton to his rear.

In minor engagements at the Little Blue River (October 21) and the Big Blue River (October 22), the Confederates, led by Brigadier General Joseph Shelby’s division, fought and forced three Union brigades under Major General James Blunt to withdraw to the defenses of Kansas City. Curtis now consolidated his cavalry and militia near the trading town of Westport, where he and Price arrayed their forces for battle on either side of Brush Creek.

On the morning of October 23, Blunt’s and Shelby’s forces, the latter supported by Major General James Fagan’s division, attacked one another on the plateau south of the creek. To the southeast, Pleasonton forced a crossing of the Big Blue against Price’s third division under Brigadier General John Marmaduke. Blunt’s and Shelby’s troops charged back and forth across farm fields until Pleasonton threatened Price’s eastern flank.

Shelby delayed Curtis and Pleasonton long enough for Marmaduke and Fagan to escape south; Union attempts to intercept the retreat were ineffective. Casualties in the battle are estimated at 1,500 killed, wounded, or captured for each side. Curtis pursued Price south to Mine Creek, Kansas, where Price waged a costly rearguard fight. Price eventually returned to Arkansas with only half the men with which he had begun the campaign.
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West Tennessee, Confederate Army of

Short-lived Confederate army. The Army of West Tennessee was formed on September 28, 1862, and discontinued on December 7, 1862. In June 1862 Major General Earl Van Dorn, who had previously commanded the Confederate Army of the West, was dispatched to Vicksburg, Mississippi, to aid in the defense of that strategic town. After the Battle of Iuka (September 19–20, 1862), elements of the Army of the West joined with a force under Van Dorn to resist Union movements in northern Mississippi. This impromptu force was named the Army of West Tennessee on September 28. It saw action during the Battle of Corinth (October 3–4, 1862), which ended in a major Confederate defeat. Like the Army of the West, the Army of West Tennessee sustained high casualties. On December 7, 1862, the army was merged with the Army of Mississippi and ceased to exist as a stand-alone force.
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West Virginia

Strategically important region admitted into the United States as a state on constitutionally questionable grounds in 1863. Long before the Civil War erupted in April 1861, Virginians living west of the Allegheny Mountains had believed that the Tidewater-dominated government in Richmond favored large landholders and slave owners and thus did not represent their mountainous section’s interests. When Virginia seceded from the Union in May 1861, these western Virginians sought to form a new state loyal to the Union by seceding from Virginia.

What would become West Virginia had many militarily strategic features. The Ohio River transportation route lay along its western boundary, and the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad—the only direct rail connection between the District of Columbia, Cincinnati, and St. Louis—ran through the region. Its rugged mountains formed a buffer against Confederate threats to Ohio and western Pennsylvania, and the region produced agricultural crops, livestock, salt, and abundant coal. The North desperately sought this area, but the U.S. Constitution (Article IV, Section 3.1) required the mother state’s permission to officially create a new state from an existing one.

In the end pragmatism won out, and West Virginia became the 35th state of the Union on June 20, 1863. It was the last slaveholding state admitted to the Union, although in reality there were few slaves present there. The Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery nationwide two years later, which rendered the point moot in any case.

The war’s first relevant land battle was fought at Philippi in western Virginia (West Virginia) on June 3, 1861. It was dubbed the “Philippi Races” because untrained, poorly armed Southern militiamen were quickly routed after being surprised in their camps. The Confederates were then driven from Rich Mountain on July 11, 1861. Confederate brigadier general Robert S. Garnett became the first general on either side to be killed in action, on July 13, 1861, at Carrick’s Ford.

Major General George B. McClellan, Union commander in the region, was rewarded for these early victories with command of the North’s largest force, the Army of the Potomac. Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans, who would later lead the Army of the Cumberland, succeeded him in command of the Department of West Virginia on July 23, 1861.

Confederate general Robert E. Lee arrived in western Virginia on August 3 to direct Confederate operations there. In his attempts to coordinate the actions of three uncooperative subordinates (Brigadier Generals John B. Floyd, William W. Loring, and Henry A. Wise), he chose diplomacy instead of a firm hand. In part this was due to ambiguity in Confederate command structure at this stage of the war, but it also displayed Lee’s tendency to entrust subordinates with too much independence in carrying out their orders, a trait that would adversely affect his 1863 Pennsylvania Campaign. Lee’s first field command of the war sputtered in the Battle of Cheat Mountain (September 11–15, 1861). This and his failure to create a unified command hurt his reputation. Upon his return to Richmond, he was for a time known as “Granny Lee.”

General Floyd won a tactical victory at Carnifax Ferry in the Big Kanawha Valley on September 10, 1861, but abandoned his position that night. By the winter of 1862, Union forces controlled most of the state. Sporadic clashes would continue throughout the war in the southern regions of West Virginia, but most fighting after 1861 occurred in the eastern panhandle. In fact, some towns there changed hands dozens of times. At Harpers Ferry, 12,000 Union troops were captured on September 16, 1862.

From April 22 to May 24, 1863, a two-pronged Confederate cavalry raid by Brigadier Generals William “Grumble” Jones and John D. Imboden through the north-central part of West Virginia terrified residents of the Monongahela and Little Kanawha Valleys. Here Jones led history’s first military action against an oil field, destroying equipment at Burning Springs near Elizabeth.

Other significant engagements in the region included the Battle of Charleston (September 13, 1862) and the Battle of Droop Mountain (November 6, 1863). Union brigadier general William W. Averell’s 400-mile cavalry raid against Salem, Virginia, in December 1863 began and ended in West Virginia.

Fiercely divided loyalties in the state led to brutal guerrilla warfare. Neighbors murdered neighbors, and both sides burned homes, courthouses, schools, post offices, and other buildings. During the Battle of Fairmont (May 29, 1863), both men and women of the town came out to fight on both sides, turning the skirmish into a chaotic melee.

Prominent West Virginians on the Union side include James J. Andrews, the spy who led the raid that attempted to capture the locomotive the General at Big Shanty (Kennesaw), Georgia, on April 12, 1862; Major General Jesse Reno, killed while commanding IX Corps, Army of the Potomac, on Maryland’s South Mountain on September 14, 1862; and Major Martin R. Delaney, the U.S. Army’s first African American line officer.

Conspicuous Confederates from West Virginia include Lieutenant General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson; Brigadier General John McCausland, who burned Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, on July 30, 1864; and Colonel George S. Patton, grandfather of the legendary World War II commander. Robert E. Lee’s famed horse, Traveller, hailed from West Virginia’s Greenbrier Valley.
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West Virginia, Union Department and Army of

Short-lived Union administrative unit and army established on September 19, 1861. The Union Department of West Virginia, commanded by Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans, was formed out of the Army of Occupation of Western Virginia (Department of the Ohio) and covered the portions of western Virginia west of the Blue Ridge Mountains.

The Army of West Virginia contained approximately 20,000 men who were organized into eight brigades. The force was not concentrated but instead was stationed at a number of posts within the department’s jurisdiction. On March 11, 1862, the Department and Army of West Virginia ceased to exist when they were subsumed by the Mountain Department.
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Wharton, Gabriel Colvin

Birth Date: July 23, 1824

Death Date: May 12, 1906

Confederate officer. Gabriel Colvin Wharton was born on July 23, 1824, in Culpeper County, Virginia. He graduated from the Virginia Military Institute in 1847. Wharton worked thereafter as a civil engineer and was involved in mining in the American Southwest. In July 1861 he was elected major of the 45th Virginia Infantry Regiment, but less than a month later he became colonel of the 51st Virginia Infantry. He subsequently served in southwestern Virginia and commanded a brigade at the Battle of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862). He later served briefly around Nashville before returning to southwestern Virginia, where he remained until the late summer of 1863.

Advanced to brigadier general on July 8, 1863, Wharton commanded the Shenandoah Valley District before being sent to eastern Tennessee, where he directed diversionary movements during the Chickamauga Campaign (August–September 1863). He later led a brigade during the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). By the spring of 1864, he had returned to Virginia and took part in the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864) in the Shenandoah Valley. During Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865), Wharton held a division command under Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early. Wharton performed efficiently at the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864), the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22, 1864), and the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864), but in each instance his small division was crushed. The remnant of his command constituted Early’s entire infantry force for the last battle of the Shenandoah Valley Campaign, the Battle of Waynesboro (March 2, 1865), when the Confederates were routed and Wharton’s command was dissolved. He eventually made his way to Lynchburg, where he was paroled on June 21, 1865.

Wharton settled in Radford, Virginia, after the war and once again became involved in mining operations. He also held a seat in the state legislature (1871–1874 and 1897–1898). Wharton died on May 12, 1906, in Radford.
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Wharton, John Austin

Birth Date: July 3, 1828

Death Date: April 6, 1865

Confederate officer. John Austin Wharton was born on July 3, 1828, near Nashville, Tennessee. His parents moved to Texas when he was an infant, and he spent his formative years on a Brazoria County plantation. His early education consisted of private instruction at his uncle’s plantation. From 1846 to 1850, Wharton attended South Carolina College (University of South Carolina).

In 1848 Austin married Eliza Johnson, daughter of the governor of South Carolina. After graduation from college, Wharton returned to Texas to study law and, after admission to the bar, founded a law firm at Brazoria. He also owned a large sugar plantation in Brazoria County. In 1860 he owned $167,000 in property, including 135 slaves. He served as a John C. Breckinridge presidential elector in 1860 and was also elected to the Texas Secession Convention. Wharton helped raise and organize what became Company B, 8th Texas Cavalry, also known as Terry’s Texas Rangers, in which he was elected captain of the regiment. After the death of Colonel Benjamin Terry, the regiment’s leader, Wharton rose to command the outfit and was promoted to colonel.

Wharton was wounded at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). After service in Tennessee and Kentucky, he was promoted to brigadier general on November 18, 1862. Wharton commanded a cavalry brigade and then a division in the Army of Tennessee and distinguished himself at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). He was advanced to major general, to date from November 10, 1863. In 1864 Wharton was transferred to the Trans-Mississippi Department, where he commanded a cavalry division in the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864).

On April 6, 1865, Wharton visited the headquarters of Major General John B. Magruder in a Houston hotel. There Wharton had a confrontation with Colonel George W. Baylor, a longtime adversary. According to Baylor, Wharton slapped his face and called him a liar, after which Baylor shot him.
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Wheat, Chatham Roberdeau

Birth Date: April 9, 1826

Death Date: June 27, 1862

Confederate officer. Chatham Roberdeau Wheat was born on April 9, 1826, in Alexandria, Virginia. He attended the University of Nashville, from which he graduated in 1842 with a degree in law. He was in Memphis, Tennessee, when the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) began, and in June 1846 he joined the 2nd Tennessee Mounted Volunteers. Wheat was elected a second lieutenant and stayed with the unit until it was disbanded in 1848.

In 1849 Wheat joined Narciso López in his filibustering expedition against Cuba and was slightly wounded on May 19, 1850, in the Battle of Cárdenas before fleeing to Key West, Florida. In 1851 Wheat joined José J. M. Caravajal in his revolt against the Mexican government and was again wounded in an engagement there.

Wheat then settled in New Orleans, where he campaigned for Winfield Scott as a Whig in the 1852 presidential election. That same year Wheat won election to the Louisiana legislature from New Orleans. In 1855 he returned to Mexico to fight under Mexican revolutionary Juan Alvarez in his rebellion against President Antonio López de Santa Anna. When Alvarez became president of Mexico, Wheat was advanced to brigadier general. In 1859 Wheat traveled to Italy to fight with English volunteers under Major General Giuseppe Garibaldi in the Austro-Sardinian War.

Upon the beginning of the American Civil War in 1861, Wheat returned to New Orleans and raised the 1st Louisiana Special Infantry Battalion, also known as Wheat’s Tigers, for which he received a commission as a major in the Confederate Army. Many of the men in the battalion’s five companies had also been military adventurers who had followed Wheat to Cuba, Mexico, and Italy. Wheat’s outfit was immediately dispatched to Virginia. During the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Wheat was severely wounded when a bullet passed through his chest, puncturing a lung. Against all odds, he survived to lead his battalion in Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). Later Wheat and his unit joined the Army of Northern Virginia for the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). As Wheat spurred his horse ahead of his men at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862), he was shot in the head and killed.
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Wheaton, Frank

Birth Date: May 8, 1833

Death Date: June 18, 1903

Union officer. Born in Providence, Rhode Island, on May 8, 1833, Frank Wheaton attended Brown University but left in 1850 for work on the Mexican-American Border Commission. In 1855 he received a direct commission as first lieutenant in the new 1st Cavalry Regiment. Over the next five years, he saw extensive service against the Cheyennes in Kansas and Nebraska.

On the eve of the Civil War, Wheaton’s father-in-law, Adjutant General Samuel Cooper, whose wife was the sister of the powerful Virginia senator James Mason, joined the Confederate service as its ranking officer. Wheaton, now a captain, remained loyal to the Union. On leave from the regular service, he became lieutenant colonel of the 2nd Rhode Island Infantry, which saw heavy fighting in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), losing its colonel. Wheaton thus ascended to command. After excellent service during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862) and in the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), Wheaton assumed command of a brigade in VI Corps, Army of the Potomac, as brigadier general, U.S. Volunteers.

After fighting in the Chancellorsville Campaign (April–May 1863), he temporarily commanded a division at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Leading a brigade and occasionally a division, he served throughout the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and in the defense of Washington. His impressive performance that autumn during Major General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865) won him permanent command of the 1st Division, VI Corps, which he retained until the end of the war in 1865.

Brevetted through major general in both the regular and volunteer organizations, Wheaton mustered out of the volunteers in April 1866 and later that year became lieutenant colonel of the 39th Infantry Regiment. As lieutenant colonel of the 21st Infantry Regiment, he directed the unsuccessful initial action against Captain Jack’s defiant band during the Modoc War (1872–1873). In 1873 Wheaton became colonel of the 2nd Infantry, a position he held for the next 18 years. In 1877 after serving on Reconstruction duty in Georgia, his regiment assisted in the marathon Nez Perce War. The regiment was engaged again the following year in the same region, helping to quell the Bannock-Paiute uprising. After years of relative inactivity, in 1890 Wheaton’s regiment was called upon to assist in suppressing the Ghost Dance movement in the Dakota Territory.

Promoted to brigadier general in 1892, Wheaton commanded the Department of Texas for three years. He earned promotion to major general prior to his retirement in 1897. Wheaton died in Washington, D.C., on June 18, 1903.
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Wheeler, Joseph

Birth Date: September 10, 1836

Death Date: January 25, 1906

Confederate officer. Joseph Wheeler was born on September 10, 1836, near Augusta, Georgia. Graduating from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1859, he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 1st Dragoons. After training at the Cavalry School in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, he was posted to the American West.
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Confederate Army major general Joseph Wheeler commanded the Cavalry Corps of the Army of Tennessee during 1863–1864. He later represented Alabama in the U.S. House of Representatives and returned to the military as a major general of volunteers during the 1898 Spanish-American War. (Library of Congress)

When the Civil War began, Wheeler resigned his commission in the U.S. Army on April 22, 1861, having accepted a commission as a first lieutenant in the Confederate artillery on March 16. On September 4, 1861, he was promoted to colonel and took command of the newly formed 19th Alabama Infantry, fighting with it in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). Wheeler then transferred to the cavalry, where he won his greatest renown and came to be known as “Fighting Joe.”

Wheeler commanded a brigade during General Braxton Bragg’s invasion of Kentucky (August–October 1862) and saw action in the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). During fighting at La Vergne, Tennessee, on November 27, 1863, Wheeler was wounded by a nearby shell explosion. He was promoted to brigadier general with date of rank of October 30, 1862, and to major general on January 20, 1863.

Commanding a cavalry division, Wheeler fought in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). He commanded the Cavalry Corps of the Army of Tennessee from January 1863 to November 1864 and saw action in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and at Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863).

Wheeler carried out a masterly raid on Union lines of communication from September 30 to October 9, 1863, that destroyed some 700 Union supply wagons and tightened the Confederate hold on the Union Army of the Cumberland at Chattanooga. He also saw service under Lieutenant General James Longstreet in the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863). Wheeler’s cavalry utterly outperformed the Union horsemen during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). From August 10 to September 10, 1864, he carried out a successful foray into northern Georgia and southeastern Tennessee designed to disrupt Union major general William T. Sherman’s supply line. Wheeler then opposed Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) and then his movement north all the way to Raleigh, commanding the cavalry of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida (January–March 1865). Wheeler closed the war serving under Lieutenant General Wade Hampton in General Joseph Johnston’s ragtag army in North Carolina. Escaping with a small force to Georgia, Wheeler was captured on May 9 and sent to Fort Delaware, where he was held until paroled on June 8, 1865.

In August 1865 in Nashville, Tennessee, Wheeler was wounded during a fight with former Union Army officers. He moved to Louisiana, where he became a merchant, and in 1868 he became a cotton planter and lawyer near Courtland, Alabama. Entering politics, Wheeler ran for Congress from Alabama as a Democrat. His opponent, Greenback Party incumbent William M. Lowe, contested the election. Although Wheeler was seated during 1881–1882, following a legal battle of more than a year Lowe won, taking the seat in June 1882. Lowe, however, died four months later, and Wheeler won a special election to serve out the remainder of the term. Wheeler did not run in 1882 but was reelected in 1884 and served until he resigned in 1900. Throughout his time in Congress, Wheeler worked to heal the fissures between the North and the South and supported policies to rebuild the South economically.

When the Spanish-American War began, Wheeler volunteered for service, and President William McKinley appointed him, despite his age (61 years old), major general of volunteers. Wheeler commanded the Dismounted Cavalry Division in V Corps, which included the 1st U.S. Volunteers, also known as the Rough Riders. Although ill at the time of the Battle of San Juan Hill on July 1, he returned to the front when he heard the sound of the guns. Wheeler continued in command of the Cavalry Division for the remainder of the San Juan Campaign and helped negotiate the Capitulation of Santiago Agreement of July 16.

With Cuba secure, Wheeler returned to the United States in mid-August and commanded Camp Wikoff, Long Island, New York, until the end of September. He then commanded IV Corps at Huntsville, Alabama, until December. He was then assigned to the Philippines to command the 1st Brigade in Major General Arthur MacArthur’s 2nd Division. Arriving back in the United States, Wheeler was commissioned a brigadier general in the regular army, with date of rank from September 10, 1900. He retired on his 64th birthday. Wheeler wrote a number of books, including A Revised System of Cavalry Tactics, for the Use of the Cavalry and Mounted Infantry of the C.S.A. (1863) and The Santiago Campaign, 1898 (1899). Wheeler died in Brooklyn, New York, on January 25, 1906, and was interred in Arlington National Cemetery, one of only a handful of former Confederates to be buried there.
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Wheeler’s First Raid

Start Date: September 30, 1863

End Date: October 9, 1863

Cavalry operation carried out by Confederate major general Joseph Wheeler designed to sever the Union supply line from Nashville to Chattanooga, Tennessee. Following the Confederate victory in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) in Georgia, Confederate general Braxton Bragg laid siege to Chattanooga, where Major General William Rosecrans had withdrawn with his Army of the Cumberland. Refusing to aid Rosecrans, Major General Ambrose Burnside remained at Cumberland Gap. Only one supply route remained open to Rosecrans and the Federals, the narrow, winding Sequatchie Valley Road.

Determined to close this Union supply route in the hopes of hastening a Rosecrans surrender and avoiding a prolonged siege of Chattanooga, Bragg ordered Wheeler, his cavalry chief, to take three cavalry divisions, cross the Tennessee River, and intercept and destroy the Union supply trains in the 60-mile stretch from the Sequatchie Valley and Walden’s Ridge, separating Chattanooga from the nearest Union supply base at Stevenson, Alabama. Wheeler expressed doubts that he had sufficient resources to carry out the operation, but he informed his men that he was determined to execute Bragg’s orders to the letter.

On September 30 Wheeler led his force of 3,937 men and six light guns from Chattanooga up the east side of the Tennessee River, closely watched by Union cavalry on the other side of the river. Weary of the Union shadow, Wheeler ordered his men to cross the river at Cotton Port near Washington, Tennessee, on October 1. Under Union fire from Brigadier General George Crook’s shadowing 2nd Cavalry Division, the Confederates made it across the river and defeated the Union troopers.

Wheeler then reorganized his command and moved to Walden’s Ridge. Just before dark on October 2, Wheeler’s troopers made it to the top of Walden’s Ridge, overlooking the Sequatchie Valley. Union supply trains were then traversing the valley. Wheeler divided his force. He sent more than half of his men under Brigadier General John A. Wharton to destroy the Union supply base at McMinnville, while he and Brigadier General William T. Martin converged with the remainder on the Sequatchie Valley, capturing one 10-mile-long supply train, taking prisoners, and even destroying a Union train along with its locomotive. Wharton, meanwhile, captured McMinnville and destroyed it and all goods the Confederates could not carry off. At McMinnville on October 4, the two groups reunited.

From McMinnville, Wheeler marched to Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Near there on October 5, a pitched battle occurred with the pursuing Union troopers under Crook. Another engagement occurred between a part of Wheeler’s command and Crook’s cavalry near Farmington on October 6. Only the arrival of darkness permitted the Confederates to escape.

Wheeler now concentrated on getting away from the Union pursuit. He turned south near Nashville and, pursued by Crook’s cavalry, recrossed the Tennessee River at Muscle Shoals, bringing to a close one of the most successful cavalry raids of the entire Civil War. In the raid Wheeler inflicted some 2,000 Union casualties and perhaps $3 million in damage, including the capture or destruction of more than 1,000 supply wagons, several hundred draft animals, 5 key bridges, and many miles of rail track and some rolling stock, all at a cost of 212 casualties.

The raid had significant impact, dramatically lifting Southern morale and providing the Army of Tennessee with fresh recruits and much-needed supplies. Rosecrans’s Army of the Cumberland now appeared in great peril, but Bragg failed to act decisively, and on October 19 Rosecrans was relieved from command, replaced by Major General Ulysses S. Grant, who interjected new energy into the Union forces at Chattanooga.
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Wheeler’s Second Raid

Start Date: August 10, 1864

End Date: September 10, 1864

Confederate major general Joseph Wheeler’s foray into northern Georgia and southeastern Tennessee designed to disrupt Union major general William T. Sherman’s supply line during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Beginning with the Battle of Peachtree Creek (July 20, 1864), General John Bell Hood’s Confederate Army of Tennessee had rushed to counter Sherman’s Union army group as it approached the city. The contest was fierce. Although the Federals failed to take Atlanta, Hood lost one-third of his command and was forced to withdraw into the city. Sherman, recognizing the futility of attacking the heavily fortified position directly, decided to lay siege to it. To counter the Union action, Hood ordered Wheeler to cut Sherman’s lines of communication and force him to withdraw from Atlanta.

On August 10, 1864, Wheeler set out with 4,500 weary and poorly equipped cavalrymen. His orders were to attack the Western & Atlantic Railroad track between Atlanta and Chattanooga, cross the Tennessee River, and then destroy the railroads that connected Sherman with his base in Nashville. Wheeler was to leave nearly half of his force in Tennessee to continue operations there and then return with the remainder, again striking the Western & Atlantic Railroad as he did so. If Wheeler was successful, it would force Sherman either to withdraw from starvation or to attempt an all-out costly frontal assault on the well-prepared Confederate defenses. Despite the conditions of his command and the formidable tasks that lay ahead, Wheeler expected to accomplish his goals, as had been the case with his successful 1863 raid.

Wheeler enjoyed initial success at Marietta, Georgia, where his men secured 1,700 cattle. Next, he sent one of his subordinate commanders, Brigadier General William T. Martin, to capture a small Union force at Tilton, Georgia, while he marched to Dalton. Wheeler proceeded through Cassville and Calhoun on his way to Dalton doing what damage he could. In Dalton he took 200 prisoners and a supply train. Then, the first setback occurred; Martin never rendezvoused with Wheeler as ordered but came to within seven miles of Dalton and camped. The next day, a furious Wheeler had him arrested.

At Tunnel Hill, Georgia, Wheeler made his first mistake. For reasons unexplained, he did not destroy the railroad tunnel, leaving it open to support Sherman’s siege. Because the river was rain-swollen, Wheeler had to approach Nashville by way of Knoxville, some 200 additional miles for his already-weary men and horses. Nonetheless, he managed to destroy railroad tracks between Cleveland and Loudon, Tennessee, and capture some rations and repel Union cavalry attacks.

Wheeler also erred when he ordered another subordinate commander, Brigadier General John S. Williams, to take two brigades and a portion of Wheeler’s artillery and capture the Union garrison at Strawberry Plains, Tennessee. Once there, Williams was to burn the bridge and rejoin Wheeler. Strawberry Plains proved too difficult for Williams to take. He failed to destroy the bridge and was unable to cross the rain-swollen Holston River in time to catch up with Wheeler. Williams never rejoined Wheeler or the Army of Tennessee, depriving Wheeler of one-third of his command.

After crossing the Cumberland Mountains, Wheeler had some success in capturing supplies and prisoners and destroying railroad tracks between Chattanooga and Nashville. He also defeated a combined Union force of cavalry, infantry, and artillery outside Nashville but decided not to press his luck in an attack on the well-fortified city. Instead, he turned south to strike the Nashville & Decatur Railroad. During September 1–8, Wheeler fought at Franklin, Lynnville, and Campbellsville, Tennessee, repulsing the Federals at each town. Misfortune struck when Major General John H. Kelly, one of Wheeler’s top subordinates, was mortally wounded at Franklin, Tennessee, on September 2, 1864.

As Wheeler moved south, he issued a desperate call for able-bodied Tennesseans to join the Confederate cause. Although open to question, reports suggest that this appeal may have yielded as many as 2,000 recruits for his force and another 800 absentees returning to other Confederate commands. Nonetheless, with each mile toward Alabama, Wheeler lost horses to exhaustion and starvation. Additionally, the continued assaults on his column by Union pursuers eventually wore down his command. By September 10, Wheeler’s Second Raid was at an end. He was unable to resume active operations until October.

Wheeler’s raid had only a negligible effect on Sherman’s siege of Atlanta. Indeed, Hood had abandoned the city on September 1. The ability of Sherman’s forces to repair the railroads quickly rendered the Confederate cavalry’s work ineffective. The detachment of 4,500 cavalry also left Hood blind and vulnerable to raids by Sherman’s cavalry and denied him vital intelligence regarding the Union dispositions and intent.
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Whipple, William Denison

Birth Date: August 2, 1826

Death Date: April 1, 1902

Union officer. William Denison Whipple was born on August 2, 1826, in Madison County, New York, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1851. He subsequently saw duty mostly in the West and Southwest. In April 1861 as quartermaster officer of the 3rd Infantry, he was captured by Texas forces. Whipple soon escaped and traveled to Washington, D.C.

Whipple served on the staff of Colonel David Hunter at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) and had a horse shot from under him in the engagement. Whipple’s next assignment was to organize the staffs of Major Generals John A. Dix at Baltimore and General John Wool at Fort Monroe.

Whipple was then called upon to command Union troops in Philadelphia following his promotion to brigadier general on July 17, 1863; the appointment expired for lack of confirmation, and he was reappointed and confirmed in September 1864. His foresight and vigilance prevented a draft riot in Philadelphia. He was next appointed to command the Lehigh District of Pennsylvania, where he quelled the violence of the Molly Maguires, a secret society of rebellious coal miners.

Sent west, Whipple became assistant adjutant general for the Army of the Cumberland on November 12, 1863. On December 5 he was named chief of staff for Major General George H. Thomas and held that post until June 27, 1865. Whipple established high standards for officers of the Army of the Cumberland and was present at numerous engagements, from Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863) to Nashville (November 15–16, 1864).

Brevetted through major general in the regular army, Whipple became assistant adjutant general and chief of staff of the Military Division of the Tennessee. He thereafter held staff positions, including aide-de-camp for General William T. Sherman. Whipple retired as a colonel and an assistant adjutant general in 1890. He settled in New York City, where he died on April 1, 1902.
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White, Julius

Birth Date: September 23, 1816

Death Date: May 12, 1890

Union officer. Julius White was born on September 23, 1816, in Cazenovia, New York. He moved to Illinois in 1837 and then to Wisconsin, where he served in the state legislature beginning in 1849. He eventually became a Republican and in 1861 was appointed customs collector of Chicago. Later that same year, he recruited the 37th Illinois Infantry Regiment and became its colonel. The outfit entered federal service on September 18, 1861, and was sent to Missouri, where it helped defend against Confederate forces under Major General Sterling Price. After being given charge of the 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, Army of the Southwest, White performed well at the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862). He then took command of a small post in Cassville, Missouri.

White was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on June 9, 1862, and ordered to Virginia the following month. On September 2 as the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862) was about to begin, Union general in chief Major General Henry W. Halleck ordered White to abandon Winchester and join Colonel Dixon Miles’s troops at Harpers Ferry. White’s column reached Harpers Ferry on September 3, and on September 15 Union forces there were surrounded by Confederates led by Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. White arranged surrender terms after Miles’s death that same day. White and other brigade commanders were severely criticized for their actions at Winchester and then Harpers Ferry, but White was later exonerated by a military court of inquiry, which held that he had merely carried out orders.

In January 1863 White joined the Department of the Ohio, fighting during the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863) and at the Battle of Campbell’s Station (November 16, 1863). In the winter of 1864, he was named Major General Ambrose P. Burnside’s chief of staff and served during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). On August 6, 1864, White took charge of the 1st Division, IX Corps, but illness forced him on sick leave later that month. On November 19, 1864, he resigned his commission but was nevertheless brevetted major general of volunteers in March 1865.

Having returned to Chicago to recover, White eventually settled in the suburb of Evanston, where he was active in the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States. White died on May 12, 1890, in Evanston, Illinois.
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White Oak Road, Battle of

Event Date: March 31, 1865

Engagement during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). For 10 months, Major General George Gordon Meade’s Union Army of the Potomac had laid siege to General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia at Richmond and Petersburg, Virginia. On March 29, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant began shifting forces westward, intending to turn Lee’s right flank and interdict his vital lifeline, the Southside Railroad. These forces were Major General Philip Sheridan’s cavalry and Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps. The next day, Lee sent reinforcements to halt the Union movement. He separately ordered Major General George E. Pickett’s division and W. H. F. “Rooney” Lee’s cavalry division to advance to Dinwiddie Court House. Once there, Pickett would assume command. That evening at Five Forks, Pickett decided to wait until morning to complete his advance.

On March 31 during his march, Pickett realized that Warren had pushed his men westward and had entrenched an east-west line along the Boydton Plank Road to Gravelly Run. Union forces were on Pickett’s left and rear. Immediately Pickett fell back to Five Forks and deployed for battle. Meanwhile, to the east, Warren was attacking Confederate entrenchments along White Oak Road, commanded by Lieutenant General Richard Heron Anderson. Operating in conjunction with a Union cavalry attack by Sheridan at Dinwiddie Court House, Major General Romeyn Beck Ayres’s division advanced, hoping to cut Lee’s communications with Pickett. The Union assault was crushed by Confederates under Major General Bushrod Johnson, who then hoped to attack Warren’s lines. Anderson held them back, however, because he had no troops to reinforce them. Union casualties at White Oak Road were some 1,800; the Confederates lost 1,100.

It was only a temporary reprieve for the Confederates. The following day, Sheridan attacked with his cavalry and V Corps at Five Forks and crushed Pickett’s command. This rendered Richmond and Petersburg untenable.
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White Oak Swamp, Battle of

Event Date: June 30, 1862

Engagement of the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Commander of the Army of Northern Virginia General Robert E. Lee, having assembled 97,000 men (the largest force he ever commanded), sought to destroy or drive back down the Virginia Peninsula Union major general George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac of some 103,000 men, which had reached a point just east of Richmond.

Lee sought to employ forces under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, just arrived from the Shenandoah Valley, to envelop the Union corps under Major General Fitz John Porter on the north shore of the Chickahominy River. Lee’s attacks at Mechanicsville (Beaver Dam Creek) on June 26 and Gaines’ Mill on June 27 both failed to yield decisive victories because Jackson was inexplicably slow to move. Porter was able to escape and, under orders from McClellan, withdrew to the south side of the river in good order. McClellan then chose to withdraw to the James River and the protection of Union gunboats in the river.

Lee initiated minor actions at Garnett’s and Golding’s Farms on June 27 and 28 and an attack on McClellan’s rear guard at Savage Station on June 29. McClellan continued his withdrawal, and by noon on June 30 about a third of his army had reached the James at Harrison’s Landing, while the remainder was moving between White Oak Swamp and Glendale. Lee planned to cut off that force, with Jackson attacking at the White Oak Swamp crossing, while Lee and the bulk of his force struck at Glendale, two miles to the southwest.
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View of White Oak Swamp, Virginia. (Library of Congress)

Confederate coordination was again poor. Jackson moved slowly in covering the five miles from Savage Station to White Oak Bridge, in part because of thousands of wounded Union prisoners and stores taken at Savage Station. On reaching White Oak Bridge with the advance force, Jackson’s chief of artillery Colonel Stapleton Crutchfield discovered that the bridge had been burned. Crutchfield established an artillery position on a ridge from which he could fire at the Federals of Brigadier General Edwin V. Sumner’s II Corps across the swamp. Jackson arrived at about noon and approved Crutchfield’s dispositions. At 2:00, Jackson’s men opened fire with 31 guns against the Union position. Jackson then ordered Colonel Thomas Mumford’s 2nd Virginia Cavalry to cross the swamp and seize some Union guns abandoned in the Confederate shelling, while Confederate engineers undertook repairs of the bridge. Jackson also made the difficult crossing with division commander Major General D. H. Hill. They soon came under heavy Union fire and withdrew. Jackson’s assessment was that the Union strength exceeded his own (in fact the two sides were about equal) and that this was not a good place to attempt an opposed crossing. Brigadier General Wade Hampton and Mumford both located better crossing points downstream, and Jackson ordered Hampton to build a footbridge. Despite construction of the bridge, Jackson decided that it was imprudent to attempt to cross without his artillery and failed to order any subsequent exploitation. Indeed, as the two sides exchanged artillery fire across the swamp and as Lee was being turned back in the Battle of Glendale several miles away, Jackson sat under a large oak tree and reportedly slept for more than an hour. He again fell asleep that evening while at supper.

Had Jackson crossed with infantry alone, it probably would have prevented the dispatch of reinforcements to the Union forces fighting Lee. Jackson’s failure here meant that Sumner was able to send two brigades of men to Glendale. Several weeks later Jackson attempted to explain his failure at White Oak Swamp by saying that “If General Lee had wanted me, he could have sent for me.” Lee never did criticize Jackson for his role that day, but others, including Confederate colonel Edward Porter Alexander and Major General James Longstreet, thought that a great opportunity had been lost.

Despite a Union victory in the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862), McClellan continued his withdrawal, and the next day the Confederates also withdrew, toward Richmond. The Peninsula Campaign was over.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Alexander, Edward Porter; Gaines’ Mill, Battle of; Hampton, Wade; Hill, Daniel Harvey; Jackson, Thomas Jonathan; Johnston, Joseph Eggleston; Lee, Robert Edward; Longstreet, James; Mechanicsville, Battle of; Porter, Fitz John

Further Reading

Burton, Brian K. Extraordinary Circumstances: The Seven Days’ Battles. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2001.

Robertson, James I., Jr. Stonewall Jackson: The Man, the Soldier, the Legend. New York: Macmillan, 1997.

Sears, Stephen W. To the Gates of Richmond: The Peninsula Campaign. New York: Ticknor and Fields, 1992.

_______________________

White Point, South Carolina, Engagement at

Event Date: April 29, 1862

Skirmish between a Union gunboat and Confederate troops near White Point, South Carolina, located along the Dawhoo River near its confluence with the South Edisto River. The White Point engagement had its genesis in a raid carried out by Lieutenant Alexander C. Rhind, the senior Union naval officer at Edisto Island, situated just south of Charleston, South Carolina. In part, Rhind’s action was an attempt to clear his name after the Naval Efficiency Board had requested that he leave the service in 1855. Although he was reinstated in 1858, Rhind was determined to prove that the board had erred in its earlier decision. He was also anxious to show his mettle to Flag Officer Samuel F. Du Pont, who had chaired the board that had recommended Rhind’s termination and who was now the commanding officer of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, to which Rhind was attached.

On April 29, 1862, Rhind set sail from Edisto Island aboard the E. B. Hale, a freighter hastily converted to a small gunboat with the mounting of four 32-pounder smoothbore cannon and commanded by Lieutenant James H. Gillis. Rhind proceeded up the Dawhoo River toward Grimball’s Plantation, where a small Confederate artillery battery was located. Arriving at the plantation late on the afternoon of April 29, Rhind’s ship came under fire from two Confederate 24-pounders, but the Union gunboat returned fire and dispersed the Confederates. Rhind sent Gillis ashore with a landing party of 22 men, who spiked the guns, burned and destroyed their carriages, and brought off the powder.

At about 5:30 p.m., the E. B. Hale proceeded down the Dawhoo River. As the gunboat neared Slann’s Bluff at a narrow point in the river at about 8:00 p.m., Rhind realized that the Confederates were lying in ambush. He had made preparations for just such an eventuality, and when the Confederates opened up fieldpieces and small arms, the E. B. Hale returned fire with shell, grape, and canister, promptly dispersing the enemy force.

Although Confederate brigadier general Nathan G. Evans, who had commanded the ambush force, bragged that his men had killed several crew members and disabled the E. B. Hale, there was not a single Union casualty. Upon his return to Edisto, Rhind finally received the reward he sought when Du Pont praised him to Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles for the raid.
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Whitfield, John Wilkins

Birth Date: March 11, 1818

Death Date: October 27, 1879

Confederate officer. John Wilkins Whitfield was born on March 11, 1818, in Franklin, Tennessee. He served as a volunteer in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), achieving the rank of captain. In 1853 he moved to Missouri and became an Indian agent. The following year he moved to the newly created Kansas Territory, where he was elected a territorial delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives. He served from 1854 to 1856 and later became a land agent in Doniphan, Kansas, before moving to Texas in 1861.

When the Civil War began, Whitfield was given a major’s commission in the 4th Battalion, Texas Cavalry. He commanded the 27th Texas Cavalry (known as Whitfield’s Texas Legion) during the Battle of Pea Ridge (March 7–8, 1862). He then led his dismounted outfit at the Battle of Iuka (September 19–20, 1862), where his command suffered high casualties as it assaulted Union lines and captured several cannon. Whitfield was among those wounded.

After a period of convalescence, Whitfield was dispatched to Major General Earl Van Dorn’s command in the winter of 1863 and was advanced to brigadier general on May 9, 1863. Whitfield commanded a cavalry brigade and saw action during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) in Brigadier General William H. “Red” Jackson’s division. Records of Whitfield’s subsequent activities are scant and incomplete, but failing health likely compelled his departure from the army after Vicksburg’s fall. On June 29, 1865, he was paroled in Columbus, Texas.

After the war, Whitfield remained in Texas. He settled in Lavaca County, engaged in agriculture, raised cattle, and served in the Texas House of Representatives. Whitfield died on October 27, 1879, near Halletsville, Texas.
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Whiting, William Henry Chase

Birth Date: March 22, 1824

Death Date: March 10, 1865

Confederate officer. William Henry Chase Whiting was born on March 22, 1824, in Biloxi, Mississippi. After studies in Boston and Washington, D.C., he graduated first in his class from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1845. Commissioned in the Corps of Engineers, he earned a reputation as a fine engineer but one with a prickly personality. After working mainly on coastal fortifications in the West and South, he rose to the rank of captain in 1858.

Whiting resigned his commission on February 20, 1861, and joined the Confederate Army with the rank of major. He was in Charleston during the crisis at Fort Sumter, and in June he was dispatched to the Army of the Shenandoah under Brigadier General Joseph E. Johnston, for whom he became chief engineer.

Whiting performed yeoman’s duty beginning in mid-July 1861, when he was tasked with moving Johnston’s army and all its supplies by rail to Manassas Junction, an effort that Whiting performed in short order. The quick relocation helped the Confederates win the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Advanced to brigadier general shortly thereafter (to date from July 21), Whiting next commanded a division in northern Virginia. In the early spring of 1862, he was ordered south to help repel the Union Army of the Potomac during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and commanded a division at the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). Several days later, he was sent to join Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s forces in the Shenandoah Valley. Whiting took an immediate dislike to Jackson, whom he considered his intellectual inferior. Whiting was ordered to the environs of Richmond, where he saw action during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). He performed well at the Battle of Gaines’ Mill (June 27, 1862), earning praise from Jackson and Major General James Longstreet.

Transferred to Wilmington, North Carolina, in November to command the military district there, Whiting worked diligently to bolster the area’s coastal defenses, including Fort Fisher, which by mid-1863 had become the South’s strongest fortification. He repeatedly asked Richmond for more men and resources but was rebuffed. On April 22, 1863, he was promoted to major general. In May 1864, Whiting was sent to work on strengthening the defenses at Richmond and Petersburg, but he became ill and remained on sick leave for much of the time.

Whiting then requested to be returned to Wilmington, where he remained for the rest of the war. He ably repulsed an initial Union assault against Fort Fisher during December 1864 but was not as fortunate during the subsequent second assault, when he was wounded in hand-to-hand fighting. Whiting was taken prisoner on the surrender of that fortress on January 15, 1865. His injuries were not deemed life-threatening, and he was taken to Governors Island, New York. There he developed a serious infection and died on March 10, 1865.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Bull Run, First Battle of; Fort Fisher Campaign; Gaines’ Mill, Battle of; Jackson, Thomas Jonathan; Johnston, Joseph Eggleston; Peninsula Campaign; Seven Days’ Campaign; Seven Pines, Battle of

Further Reading

McCaslin, Richard B. The Last Stronghold: The Campaign for Fort Fisher. Abilene, TX: McWhiney Foundation Press, 2003.

Tanner, Robert G. Stonewall in the Valley: Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Spring 1862. Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1976.

_______________________

Whitman, Walter

Birth Date: May 31, 1819

Death Date: March 26, 1892

American writer and volunteer nurse during the Civil War. Walter “Walt” Whitman was born in Huntington, Long Island, New York, on May 31, 1819. His formal education ended at age 11, and he then apprenticed at typesetting and printing. Whitman soon took a position with a Long Island newspaper, began reading widely in the local library, joined a debating society, and started to write and publish poetry. In 1838 he founded his own newspaper, selling it the following year. During the 1840s he held a variety of newspaper editing positions and began to publish more widely; his work included essays and short stories in addition to poetry.

Whitman began work on his magnum opus, Leaves of Grass, in 1845; it was published in 1855. Leaves of Grass was praised by Ralph Waldo Emerson but at the time otherwise received mixed reviews. Indeed, not until years later would critics reconsider the work, this time with considerably more praise.

In the years leading up to and during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), two of Whitman’s most intensely held personal beliefs came into public conflict with each other in his editorial declarations. On the one hand, Whitman was an enthusiastic proponent of the concept of Manifest Destiny. On the other hand, he was an adamant supporter of the nascent Free Soil Party, which abhorred the extension of slavery into any newly won territories. Whitman was not, however, an abolitionist, and he believed that the movement was causing more harm than good.
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American poet Walt Whitman volunteered as a hospital nurse in Washington, D.C., during the Civil War. His experiences there reinforced his general antiwar stance and influenced his subsequent writings. (National Archives)

After his initial enthusiastic support for the Mexican-American War, Whitman began to express misgivings about the purpose of the war, and his focus shifted from the perfidy of the Mexicans to the schemes of the proslavery interests. Whitman ultimately crafted a very genial public image. Likewise, in his poems about the Civil War, he expressed such great sympathy to all victims of the conflict that even if he never expressed doubts about the Northern cause during the war, he created the general impression that his poetry was informed by broader and deeply held antiwar sentiments. Overall, Whitman was a strong supporter of the Northern war effort.

Whitman’s brother George joined the Union Army in 1861 and began sending him highly detailed accounts of his experiences, which Whitman used in his own writings to considerable effect. Whitman’s visit to a Washington, D.C., hospital for wounded soldiers in December 1862 horrified him. He was so moved by the suffering he witnessed that he began serving as a nurse there. To make ends meet, he took a part-time position in the army’s paymaster office. His hospital experiences solidified his general antiwar stance and informed numerous poems and other writings. In September 1864, George Whitman was captured by the Confederates; he was released in February 1865, but the experience had shaken Walt Whitman deeply.

In 1873 Whitman suffered a serious stroke. After that, his health remained fragile. He continued to write and produced several subsequent editions of Leaves of Grass. Whitman died on March 26, 1892, in Camden, New Jersey.
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Whittier, John Greenleaf

Birth Date: December 17, 1807

Death Date: September 7, 1892

Abolitionist, journalist, and poet. Born into a Quaker family in Haverhill, Massachusetts, on December 17, 1807, John Greenleaf Whittier had two enduring obsessions throughout his long life: writing and abolitionism. By the time he was 20 years old, he had already published more than 250 poems in newspapers and literary journals throughout New England. His family was of modest means, and so Whittier had little in the way of formal education. He was a voracious reader, however, having immersed himself in Quaker writings from a young age. This informed his penchant for compassion, humanitarianism, and social responsibility.

Because abolition became a volatile issue, Whittier experienced firsthand the violence that it inspired in both its supporters and its opponents. Most dramatically, he edited several newspapers, the offices of which were burned by antiabolitionist mobs. All of this tension took a toll on him both physically and emotionally, and by 1840 he retired for a time from public life. When he assumed the editorship of the abolitionist newspaper the National Era in 1847, the paper’s owner agreed that he could do so remotely from his rural home in Amesbury, Massachusetts.

An early member of the abolitionist Liberty Party, which gradually morphed into the Free Soil Party, Whittier immediately perceived that a successful war against Mexico represented an unprecedented opportunity for slavery to be extended into new territories. In addition to many editorials against the war, Whittier eventually produced a largely forgotten series of antiwar poems.

During the Civil War, his poem “Barbara Fritchie” popularized an apocryphal story of a defiant 95-year-old Maryland woman who waved a U.S. flag from her Frederick home as Confederate major general T. J. “Stonewall” Jackson and his men passed through the village: “Shoot if you must this old gray head, but spare your country’s flag.” Whittier apparently identified the wrong woman, but the story and the poem nonetheless became widely accepted.

Along with Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, James Russell Lowell, and Oliver Wendell Holmes, Whittier has been classified as one of the Fireside or Schoolroom poets, or as one of the American Romantics. Today he is chiefly remembered for the poem “Snow Bound.” Whittier continued to write poetry until his death in Hampton Falls, New Hampshire, on September 7, 1892.
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Whitworth, Sir Joseph

Birth Date: December 20, 1803

Death Date: January 22, 1887

British engineer whose innovations helped revolutionize the machine tool industry and weapons manufacturing. James Whitworth was born on December 20, 1803, in Stockport, Cheshire, England. When he was 22 years old, he went to work for a leading British toolmaker. Eight years later Whitworth opened his own tool-making business. Recognizing the lack of standardization as a problem in the machine tool industry, Whitworth developed a standard size for screw threads that was then universally adopted. He also invented and produced high-quality machine tools for such work as cutting, shaping, and gear-cutting. His most important creations were machine tools to plane metal to an accuracy not previously achieved.

When the Crimean War began in 1854, Whitworth turned to armaments production. His first invention was a rifled musket with a hexagonal bore to fire a hexagonal-shaped projectile. The British government turned down the revolutionary firearm, however. Undeterred, Whitworth applied his ideas to artillery. He found that applying pressure while casting steel eliminated air bubbles within the metal. The resulting steel was stronger and less likely to give way during firing.

By the 1860s, Whitworth was producing rifled cannon in a variety of sizes, and a number of these found their way to the Confederacy. The most common of these were breech- and muzzle-loading 2.75-inch guns, which fired a 12-pound projectile, and a 5-inch (70-pounder) muzzleloader.

Whitworth continued to manufacture arms after the Civil War using the method he had developed of applying pressure while casting steel. He also produced improved armor-piercing shells. Whitworth died at Monte Carlo on January 22, 1887.
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Whitworth Gun

Famed British-designed artillery piece. In the mid-19th century, the world’s major military powers experimented with rifled artillery. Among these were the British Armstrong, Blakely, and Whitworth. All three were based on the manufacturing principle of wrought-iron rings shrunk over a cast-iron core. The Whitworth and the Armstrong appeared as both muzzleloaders and breechloaders. The Blakely was only a muzzleloader.

The Whitworth was invented by Sir Joseph Whitworth. The core of the gun was formed of cast steel. Instead of shrinking on bands as in the Armstrong gun, Whitworth guns were tapered slightly larger toward the breech end, and the reinforcing bands were forced on under hydrostatic pressure. The bore of the Whitworth was unusual in that it formed a hexagonal spiral. Shells for the gun were formed to fit.

Whitworth guns were manufactured in 1.5-inch (3-pounder), 2.25-inch (6-pounder), and 2.75-inch (12-pounder) breechloaders and 2.75-inch (12-pounder), 4.14-inch (32-pounder), 5-inch (70-pounder), and 6.4-inch (120-pounder) muzzleloaders. They ranged in weight from 208 pounds to 8 tons. With an 8-ounce charge of powder, the small 1.5-inch (3-pounder) could throw a projectile 9,688 yards (5.5 miles).

The most common Whitworths seen in the Civil War were the 2.75-inch (12-pounder), both muzzleloader and breechloader, and the 5-inch (70-pounder). As with the other British-manufactured guns during the war, the vast majority of Whitworths went to the Confederacy, although some of the first to arrive were the six 2.75-inch (12-pounders) sent to the U.S. government and paid for by American citizens living abroad. The necessity to provide special ammunition for these guns complicated Union logistics, and the guns ended up in the defenses of Washington, D.C. Although quite accurate, Whitworth guns could not withstand hard field usage, especially the breech-loading Whitworths, which were prone to jam and required well-trained crews.
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A Whitworth rifled gun awaiting shipment from Richmond, Virginia, in April 1865. English engineer Joseph Whitworth designed a number of guns used during the Civil War, most of them by the Confederates. (Library of Congress)
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Wickham, Williams Carter

Birth Date: September 21, 1820

Death Date: July 23, 1888

Confederate officer. Williams Carter Wickham was born on September 21, 1820, in Richmond, Virginia, into an old and distinguished family. After graduation from the University of Virginia, he was admitted to the bar in 1842. He held a seat in the Virginia General Assembly and was a judge in Hanover County. He also supervised his family’s large plantation east of Richmond. A member of the Virginia Militia, he was captain of a dragoon unit that saw service during the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). In September, Wickham was promoted to lieutenant colonel in the 4th Virginia Cavalry, Army of Northern Virginia.

Wickham was wounded at the Battle of Williamsburg (May 5, 1862), and as he convalesced at home he was taken prisoner by Union soldiers. Soon exchanged, in August 1862 Wickham was advanced to colonel of the 4th Virginia, which he commanded at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and during the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20, 1862), during which he was again wounded.

Wickham was on hand for virtually every engagement of 1863–1864, including the Battles of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). On September 1, 1863, he was appointed brigadier general. Wickham’s brigade was instrumental in turning back the Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid (February 28–March 3, 1864). Wickham also served in the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and saw extensive action during Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 2, 1864–March 2, 1865).

Wickham resigned his commission on November 9, 1864, to take a seat in the Confederate Congress. He was also a delegate to the abortive Hampton Roads Peace Conference (February 3, 1865), which sought an end to the war.

After the war, Wickham joined the Republican Party and resumed work on his plantation. He later served as the president of the Chesapeake & Ohio and Virginia Central Railroads and also served as a state senator. Wickham died on July 23, 1888, in Richmond.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Widow Bixby Letter

Letter of condolence supposedly written by President Abraham Lincoln to Mrs. Lydia A. Bixby, who had reportedly lost five sons fighting for the Union Army in the Civil War. The letter, written on November 21, 1864, was published in the Boston Evening Transcript on November 25, 1864. After its publication, it became known simply as the “Widow Bixby Letter.” As it turned out, Bixby, a Massachusetts resident, was a Southern sympathizer who had lost only two of her five sons in the war; she tore up Lincoln’s original letter shortly after receiving it. Historians continue to argue whether Lincoln or his personal secretary, John M. Hay, composed the letter.

Bixby reportedly lost her son Charles at the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862), her son Henry at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), her sons Oliver and George during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), and her son Edward in South Carolina. Massachusetts governor John A. Andrew, having learned of this from Massachusetts adjutant general William Schouler, reported the case of the Widow Bixby to Lincoln in the autumn of 1864, requesting that the president personally express his condolences to Mrs. Bixby.

Only Charles and Oliver, however, had actually died in the war. Henry had been captured at Gettysburg, was a prisoner of war, and moved to Cuba after the Civil War. George had used his middle name in place of his surname when he enlisted so that his wife would not know of his enlistment, and he survived the war. Edward received an honorable discharge and lived in Boston after the war.

Although the authenticity of the letter remains in question and the original copy was lost long ago to history, its words are moving and filled with pathos. The letter is certainly indicative of Lincoln’s own hand, whose flair for emotion-inspiring rhetoric is abundantly manifest. On the other hand, if Hay did pen the letter himself, he clearly captured the essence of Lincoln’s rhetorical flair.

JASON N. PALMER
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Wigfall, Louis Trezevant

Birth Date: April 21, 1816

Death Date: February 18, 1874

Confederate officer and politician. Louis Trezevant Wigfall was born on April 21, 1816, in Edgefield District, South Carolina. He attended the University of Virginia and South Carolina College, graduating in 1837 and having gained a reputation for fiery oratory. Wigfall became a lawyer and was involved in radical politics, advocating secession as a result of the tariff issue of 1844 and the expansion of slavery. He was involved in frequent altercations and duels.

Wigfall moved to Marshall, Texas, in 1846 after bankruptcy and the social fallout following a duel compelled him to leave South Carolina. After settling in Texas, he helped organize the state’s Democratic Party. Elected to the Texas House of Representatives in 1850, he attacked the Know-Nothing Party and Sam Houston’s policies in the legislature, advocated filibustering in Latin America, and became a recognized leader of the radical Democrats. Wigfall served in the U.S. Senate (1859–1861), where he promoted states’ rights and slavery, objected to the admission of Kansas as a free state, and unsuccessfully attempted to secure federal aid for a transcontinental railroad route through Texas. Upon Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860, Wigfall coauthored the “Southern Manifesto” (December 1860) and fought against efforts to stave off a sectional break.

Wigfall returned to South Carolina in 1861 and briefly served as one of Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard’s aides-de-camp. Wigfall was then named colonel of the 1st Texas Infantry before being commissioned a brigadier general in the Confederate Army on October 21, 1861. His military career was brief, and he resigned to become a member of the Confederate Senate in February 1862, representing Texas. As a senator, he pushed for more vigorous conscription and the seizure of civilian property for military use. He also sought to have all railroads in the Confederacy placed under government control. Wigfall adamantly opposed the arming and emancipation of slaves.

After the war ended, Wigfall fled to Texas and then went to England in 1866. While in London, he unsuccessfully attempted to embroil Britain in a war with the United States in a scheme to revive the Confederacy. He returned to the United States in 1872 and then resettled in Texas in 1874. Wigfall died in Galveston on February 18, 1874.

JACK D. ANDERSEN
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Wigwag Visual Signaling System

Communications system employed by Union and Confederate armies during the Civil War. The term “wigwag” reflects the back-and-forth movement of a flag or torch for line-of-sight signaling between two points of terrain. Developed by U.S. Army surgeon Albert J. Myer in 1856, wigwag was based on a visual system that he had devised for communicating with the deaf. A wigwag operator held a staff with a flag (or torch at night) in front of his body and then moved it to the left, indicating the number “1,” or to the right, signifying the number “2.” The combinations of numbers equated to letters, and a trained operator could send about three words per minute. Signal flags could be read as far as 20 miles in clear weather.

The wigwag employed a flag of two, four, or six feet square in colors of white, red, or black with a contrasting square of either white or black in the center. At night the flag was replaced with a kerosene-fueled torch but was employed exactly as the flag during daytime.

In late 1856, Myer asked the War Department to adopt his system, and in 1859 he presented his ideas before an army board. Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Lee, the board chair, saw potential and recommended further tests. Myer was assigned an assistant, Lieutenant Edward Porter Alexander, who quickly learned the system. On June 21, 1860, Congress authorized a signal officer for the army staff. Myer was appointed to the position and received $2,000 to purchase wigwag equipment.

On the beginning of the Civil War, Alexander joined the Confederate Army and used his knowledge of the wigwag system with much success at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). The U.S. Navy also employed the wigwag, which remained the joint signal system for both services until the end of the 19th century.

STEVEN J. RAUCH
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Wilcox, Cadmus Marcellus

Birth Date: May 20, 1824

Death Date: December 2, 1890

Confederate officer. Cadmus Marcellus Wilcox was born in Wayne County, North Carolina, on May 20, 1824. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1846 and served during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), earning a brevet for the Battle of Chapultepec. Assigned to West Point to teach military tactics in 1850, Wilcox wrote a manual on rifle tactics. He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1851 and to captain in 1860.

In June 1861, Wilcox tendered his resignation and offered his services to the Confederacy. On July 9, 1861, he was appointed colonel of the 9th Alabama Infantry. Wilcox participated in the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). On October 21, 1861, he was promoted to brigadier general and given a brigade in the Army of the Shenandoah. He saw action during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862); he commanded a division during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). Wilcox was back in brigade command for the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). He performed outstanding service there and at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863).

On August 3, 1863, Wilcox was advanced to major general and assigned to command a division in Lieutenant General Ambrose P. Hill’s III Corps. Wilcox led his division in all of the battles of the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864) and took part in the long Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). He surrendered at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865.

Following the war, Wilcox served as chief of the government’s railroad division in Washington, D.C. He died in Washington, D.C., on December 2, 1890.

ROBERT P. BROADWATER
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Wild, Edward Augustus

Birth Date: November 25, 1825

Death Date: August 28, 1891

Union officer. Edward Augustus Wild was born on November 25, 1825, in Brookline, Massachusetts. He graduated from Harvard College in 1844 and thereafter received a medical degree from the Jefferson Medical College (Philadelphia) and undertook advanced medical training in Paris, France. During the Crimean War (1853–1856), Wild served as a surgeon for the Ottoman Army. When he returned to the United States, he practiced medicine near Boston.

When the Civil War began, Wild enlisted as a captain of the 1st Massachusetts Infantry Regiment and saw action at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). He was seriously wounded during the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862). When his regiment’s enlistment period terminated, he mustered out in July but returned to duty on August 21 as colonel of the 35th Massachusetts Infantry. He led his regiment at the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), where he was grievously wounded and lost an arm to amputation. During his lengthy convalescence, Wild was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers on April 24, 1863. Soon thereafter, he returned to service in the Carolinas and began raising a regiment of African American soldiers.

Wild’s mostly black brigade was officially organized in New Bern, North Carolina, and quickly dubbed “Wild’s African Brigade.” After Wild led the brigade at Charleston, South Carolina, it was sent to eastern Virginia. There Wild was placed in charge of all African American soldiers. His brigade served in XVIII Corps, Army of the James, and he later commanded a black division in XXV Corps, Army of the James, during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865) and then was back in brigade command, assigned occupation duty in Richmond at war’s end.

In January 1866 Wild became involved in silver mining, first in Nevada and later in Central and South America. Wild died on August 28, 1891, in Medellin, Colombia.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.
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Wilder, John Thomas

Birth Date: January 31, 1830

Death Date: October 20, 1917

Union officer. John Thomas Wilder was born in Hunter, New York, on January 31, 1830. After receiving a basic education at local public schools, he went west as a young man. In Columbus, Ohio, he found work as a draftsman and an apprentice millwright at a local foundry. In 1857 he moved to Indiana and settled in Greensburg, where he opened his own foundry. Wilder’s business flourished, and he invented several hydraulic machines.


With the start of the Civil War, Wilder enlisted in the 1st Indiana Artillery as a private but was soon commissioned a captain. Toward the end of 1861 he was appointed lieutenant colonel of the 17th Indiana Infantry, and on March 2, 1862, he became its colonel.

Wilder led the regiment in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), where his performance earned him command of a brigade. He commanded the post at Munfordville, Kentucky, when that place was captured by Confederate forces in September 1862 and was held prisoner for several months. Returning to duty with the Army of the Cumberland to take part in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863), Wilder’s brigade was mounted on horses and mules. The unit moved so quickly that it soon became known as the “Lightning Brigade.” Wilder armed his soldiers with Spencer repeating rifles, purchased through a bank loan he arranged. The brigade performed with great effectiveness during the Tullahoma Campaign and in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). On August 7, 1864, Wilder was brevetted brigadier general of volunteers. Suffering from typhoid fever, he resigned his commission in October 1864.

Wilder eventually moved to Chattanooga, where he built an ironworks in 1867; he later built two blast furnaces at Rockwood, Tennessee. In 1870 he started a company that produced railroad rails, and from 1884 to 1892 he was instrumental in the construction of the Charleston, Cincinnati & Chicago Railroad.

In 1871 Wilder was elected mayor of Chattanooga, and in 1882 he became city postmaster. He also served as a federal pension agent and as commissioner of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park. Wilder died on October 20, 1917, in Jacksonville, Florida.

ROBERT P. BROADWATER
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Wilderness, Battle of the

Start Date: May 5, 1864

End Date: May 7, 1864

The first engagement of the Overland (Richmond) Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). Promoted to lieutenant general and given command of all Union armies in March 1864, Ulysses S. Grant perceived capturing population centers and occupying Southern territory as subsidiary objectives. He instead focused on destroying Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Unlike many senior officers before him in the eastern theater, Grant could accept heavy losses if they meant generating casualties that his enemy was less able to withstand. This sort of resolve had impressed President Abraham Lincoln since the early stages of the conflict.

Having ordered Major General William T. Sherman to confront the Army of the Tennessee and drive on Atlanta, Grant headquartered with the Army of the Potomac, commanded by Major General George Meade, in Virginia. The plan for a spring offensive entailed surrounding Lee with three armies. Major General Benjamin Butler’s Army of the James would advance up the James River against Petersburg to threaten the Confederate capital of Richmond from the southeast. Major General Franz Sigel, commanding the Department of West Virginia, was charged with taking Confederate rail heads at Staunton and Lynchburg, while Brigadier Generals George Crook and William W. Averell led forces against the Shenandoah Valley from the west. Grant, with the main Union Army of the Potomac, would drive on Richmond from the north, confronting Lee and destroying his army of some 65,000 men.

On May 4 the 120,000-man Army of the Potomac crossed the Rapidan River and entered a densely wooded area known as the Wilderness, located west of Fredericksburg. The Union commander hoped to reach open ground rapidly to engage Lee on ideal terms. But Lee recognized that the swamps, crude roads, and virtually impassable thickets of the approximately 70 square miles of the Wilderness could negate the Union advantage in manpower.

Although Lee preferred to wait for Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s corps to join him from the south, the opportunity to utilize ideal defensive terrain proved too tantalizing to ignore. The two armies collided under particularly chaotic conditions. Units flailed about blindly as smoke enveloped an already confusing battlefield. Officers could not maintain the tactical picture to capitalize on enemy weaknesses in such limited visibility. Cavalry and artillery were useless in their customary roles. Disoriented soldiers often fired on their comrades and wandered out of formation. Brush and dry timber caught fire, and wounded men were burned alive. The first day of battle, May 5, ended inconclusively, with neither commander willing to withdraw.

The Confederates skirted disaster on May 6 as Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s corps was breaking under an assault led by Major General Winfield S. Hancock’s II Corps. But Longstreet’s reinforcements now began to arrive from their forced march. At a clearing on the Widow Tapp farm, Lee made a personal appeal to the exhausted men of the Texas Brigade to follow him into action. The troops agreed only after the revered Virginian consented to remove himself from danger on the field. The Texans forced back Hancock’s men and bought time for Hill to regroup. But the Confederates had no luck in pressing their advantage. Longstreet was seriously wounded in the neck as some of his units opened fire on one another. The death of Brigadier General Micah Jenkins and a fresh blaze along the line of Confederate advance further blunted the Southern counterattack.
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Burying the dead in Fredericksburg, Virginia, from the Battle of the Wilderness, fought during May 5–7, 1864. (National Archives)

On the other end of the battlefield, the Confederates squandered an opportunity when a brigade led by Brigadier General John B. Gordon was belatedly ordered to attack, capturing several hundred Union soldiers before nightfall terminated the fighting. Gordon subsequently maintained that a timely assault could have turned the battle into a rout. Instead, the engagement ended in a draw, with Union forces suffering nearly 18,000 total casualties, while the Confederates suffered at least 7,500. After a day of skirmishing on May 7, the two sides continued to engage one another as Grant maneuvered toward Spotsylvania Court House in an attempt to place his army between Lee’s force and Richmond. Lee managed to beat Grant to Spotsylvania, setting the stage for their next major battle.

JEFFREY D. BASS
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Wilkes, Charles

Birth Date: April 3, 1798

Death Date: February 8, 1877

Union naval officer. Born in New York City on April 3, 1798, Charles Wilkes joined the merchant marine in 1815. On January 1, 1818, he received an appointment to the navy as a midshipman and completed several Mediterranean tours. He was promoted to lieutenant on April 28, 1826, and was considered so adept in mathematics that he was assigned as chief of the Depot of Charts and Instruments at Washington, D.C., in 1830. At this time the government was amassing resources for a global exploratory expedition, and in 1838 Wilkes was appointed to lead it.

The expedition departed Hampton Roads, Virginia, in August 1838, with Wilkes commanding the flagship sloop Vincennes. He was accompanied by five smaller ships and a number of scientists and other specialists. Rounding Cape Horn, the squadron made for the islands of the South Pacific before proceeding on to Australia. Having surveyed and charted much of this area, Wilkes turned south to Antarctica, where he discovered a barren 1,500-mile-long coastline since christened Wilkes Land. After a prolonged stop in Hawaii, the expedition proceeded to Oregon, where Wilkes’s observations did much to bolster U.S. territorial claims. The squadron then sailed west to the Philippines, Cape Town, and Brazil before returning home, having traversed 80,000 miles. The 5,000 plant and animal specimens retrieved subsequently served as the basis for the Smithsonian Institution. For Wilkes’s work, he was awarded a gold medal by the Geographical Society of London.

Despite his achievement, Wilkes was known throughout the service as a demanding perfectionist with little tact. No sooner had he arrived home in June 1842 than he was brought up on charges of abuse by fellow officers. A court of inquiry cleared him of all charges except illegally punishing some of his crew, for which he was reprimanded. He served on the Coast Survey (1842–1843) and was promoted to commander on July 13, 1843, and to captain on September 14, 1855.

After his return from the Pacific, Wilkes worked on publishing his findings. These were to have been published in 28 quarto volumes, but only 19 appeared. He was the author of 8 of them.

Following the onset of the Civil War in April 1861, Wilkes participated in the destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard before assuming command of the screw frigate San Jacinto. On November 8, 1861, Wilkes stopped the British steamer Trent at sea and removed two Confederate diplomats, James M. Mason and John Slidell. Although Wilkes’s action was initially celebrated in the North, the ensuing crisis almost led to war with Britain. President Abraham Lincoln weathered the diplomatic uproar by releasing the two men.

In 1862 Wilkes commanded the James River Flotilla and shelled City Point. He was promoted to commodore on July 16, 1862. In 1863 Wilkes took charge of the West Indies Squadron, but he proved so high-handed in his actions toward British ships that Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles recalled him. A war of words ensued, which culminated in a second court-martial for disobedience, disrespect, and conduct unbecoming an officer for Wilkes’s comments to Welles. Found guilty, Wilkes was demoted to captain and suspended for three years, which was then reduced to one year. Wilkes was retired on June 25, 1864, because of age. He was advanced to rear admiral on the reserve list on August 6, 1866. Five years later at the age of 73, he began writing his lengthy memoirs. Wilkes died at Washington, D.C., on February 8, 1877.

JOHN C. FREDRIKSEN
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U.S. Navy captain Charles Wilkes was an accomplished sailor and explorer, but he was also vain and headstrong and his disregard of orders proved costly on occasion. His decision to remove two Confederate diplomats from the British mail packet Trent almost led to war with Britain. (Library of Congress)
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Willard, Antonia Ford

Birth Date: July 23, 1838

Death Date: February 14, 1871

Confederate spy. Antonia Ford was born on July 23, 1838, in Fairfax Court House, Virginia, the daughter of a prosperous merchant and slaveholder. The charming and well-bred Ford was a strong proponent of secession. Fairfax changed hands frequently during the Civil War, and when the Ford home shifted to Union control, Ford cultivated friendships with the Union troops and passed along information that she gained from casual conversations. Confederate brigadier general J. E. B. Stuart trusted her surveillance and jokingly awarded her a commission as an aide-de-camp on his staff in October 1861.

Ford also made herself useful to Confederate captain (later colonel) John S. Mosby, a Stuart scout who organized the Partisan Rangers in 1863 and staged highly successful raids, disrupting supply lines while harassing and distracting Union forces. One night in early March 1863, almost certainly acting on Ford’s information, Mosby’s men raided Fairfax Court House, capturing Union brigadier general Edwin Stoughton as he slept as well as dozens of Union soldiers, a stable of horses, and the unit’s weapons. Secretary of War Edwin Stanton sent a detective to investigate the incident, and a female operative infiltrated the Ford household and gained Ford’s confidence. On the strength of the information that the operative gathered as well as physical evidence, Ford was arrested for espionage and imprisoned without trial in Washington’s Old Capitol Prison. After a brief release in May 1863, she was rearrested and returned to the prison, where she remained until September.

Ford’s captor, Union major Joseph C. Willard, fell in love with her at their first meeting, and he worked feverishly for her release. After he escorted Ford home from prison, they began to court secretly. When Willard resigned his commission in March 1864, they eloped, marrying almost exactly a year after Mosby’s raid on Fairfax Court House.

On February 14, 1871, Antonia Ford Willard died of complications from childbirth in Washington. Devastated by her death, Joseph Willard never remarried.

BARBARA BAIR
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Willcox, Orlando Bolivar

Birth Date: April 16, 1823

Death Date: May 10, 1907

Union officer. Born in Detroit, Michigan, on April 16, 1823, Orlando Bolivar Willcox graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in July 1847. Commissioned a second lieutenant, he was assigned to the 4th Artillery Regiment. Deployed to Mexico shortly before the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) ended, he arrived too late to see action. In 1850 Willcox, now a first lieutenant, began to combat the monotony of army life by writing novels published under the pen name “Major Walter March.”

In 1856 and 1857, Willcox pursued Billy Bowlegs’s insurgent warriors in the Florida swamps during the Third Seminole War (1855–1858). Willcox resigned his commission in 1857 and returned to Detroit, where he became a lawyer and was also a captain in his state’s militia.

On the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, Willcox became colonel of the 1st Michigan Volunteer Infantry Regiment and served in Virginia. During the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), he was wounded and captured. He spent the next 13 months in Confederate prisons before being exchanged. In 1895 he received the Medal of Honor for his conduct in the battle.

After his release, Willcox was appointed brigadier general of volunteers to rank from the date of his capture and returned to the Army of the Potomac. He commanded the 1st Division of IX Corps during the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). When Major General Ambrose Burnside was chosen to head the Army of the Potomac, Willcox briefly commanded IX Corps and led it during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862).

In the winter of 1863, IX Corps was reassigned to the Army of the Ohio, operating in the western theater. Willcox commanded the corps three more times, between early 1863 and early 1865. He briefly commanded the District of Central Kentucky before returning to Virginia in the spring of 1864. Willcox ably led a division in IX Corps during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), and the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864) and during the early stages of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). In spite of his fine performance and superior service, Willcox was not advanced to major general and was passed over for permanent commander of IX Corps; instead, Major General John G. Parke took command in August 1864.

After being brevetted to major general in both the volunteer and regular armies, Willcox left the service after the war in 1866 and returned to the practice of law in Detroit. In July 1866, however, when Congress authorized an expansion of the regular army, Willcox reentered the service as colonel of the 29th Infantry. He transferred to the 12th Infantry in 1869. During the next 12 years, he undertook a variety of assignments.

In the spring of 1878, Willcox traveled west to head the Department of Arizona during a period of increased hostilities between the Apaches and white settlers. His four-year command in Arizona was generally successful. The town of Willcox, Arizona, was named in his honor.

On October 13, 1886, six months before retirement, Willcox was finally promoted to brigadier general in the regular army. In 1905 he moved to Coburg, Ontario, Canada. Willcox died there on May 10, 1907.
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Williams, Alpheus Starkey

Birth Date: September 20, 1810

Death Date: December 21, 1878

Union officer. Alpheus Starkey Williams was born on September 20, 1810, in Deep River, Connecticut. He studied law at Yale and, after graduation in 1831, practiced law in Detroit, Michigan. He served briefly during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a lieutenant colonel of Michigan volunteers. Prior to the Civil War, he also served as a probate judge in Wayne County, Michigan; worked as a bank president; and owned and edited a Detroit newspaper.

When the Civil War began in the spring of 1861, Williams, an influential Democrat, offered to support the Union cause and received an appointment as brigadier general of Michigan Militia. In August he entered federal service as brigadier general of volunteers, to date from May 17, 1861. He was assigned a brigade in October and in the spring of 1862 was given command of a division, which he led in Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). Williams played a major role in the First Battle of Winchester (May 25). Assigned to the short-lived Army of Virginia, he next saw combat at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9) and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30). During the Antietam Campaign (September 4–20), soldiers of his command discovered Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s lost order. During the Battle of Antietam (September 17), Williams performed well and assumed temporary corps command (XII Corps) upon the death of Major General Joseph Mansfield.

After Antietam, Williams continued to command XII Corps until replaced by Major General Henry Slocum. During the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Williams helped block the famous flanking attack by Jackson’s corps. At Gettysburg (July 1–3), Williams was again acting XII Corps commander and led the vigorous defense of the Union right flank at Culp’s Hill.

When XI and XII Corps transferred to the western theater, William’s division was included in the merger that formed XX Corps in Major General William T. Sherman’s command. Williams led his division, and briefly the corps, in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). When Sherman reorganized his army for the March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864), Williams was appointed commander of XX Corps when Slocum assumed command of the left wing. Williams also led the corps during the March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865). He was brevetted major general of volunteers on January 12, 1865, and mustered out of the service in July 1866.

After the war, Williams served as U.S. minister to El Salvador (1866–1869) and sat in the U.S. Congress (1875–1878). He died in Washington, D.C., on December 21, 1878.

STEVEN J. RAUCH AND PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Atlanta Campaign; Cedar Mountain, Battle of; Chancellorsville, Battle of; Gettysburg, Battle of; Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign; Lee’s Lost Order; Sherman’s March through the Carolinas; Sherman’s March to the Sea; Winchester, First Battle of

Further Reading

Trudeau, Noah Andre. Southern Storm. New York: HarperCollins, 2008.

Williams, Alpheus S. From the Cannon’s Mouth: The Civil War Letters of General Alpheus S. Williams. Edited by Milo M. Quaife. Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1959.

_______________________

Williams, John Stuart

Birth Date: July 10, 1818

Death Date: July 17, 1898

Confederate officer. Born on July 10, 1818, in Mount Sterling, Kentucky, John Stuart Williams graduated from Miami University (Ohio) in 1839, studied law, passed the state bar, and set up a practice in Paris, Kentucky, in 1840. He saw significant action during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) as a captain of a scout company, and as colonel of the 4th Kentucky Volunteers he distinguished himself at the Battle of Cerro Gordo. Indeed, from then on his nickname was “Cerro Gordo.” After the war, he again took up the practice of law and was twice elected to the Kentucky legislature, in 1851 and 1853. He did not initially support secession and instead argued for Kentucky’s neutrality.

When the Civil War began, however, Williams aligned himself with the Confederacy, went to Virginia, and tried to raise a regiment there. Failing in that endeavor, he returned to Kentucky in the autumn of 1861 and recruited there. On November 8, 1861, the enlistment camp he had established near Ivy Mountain, Kentucky, was attacked by Union forces. Williams then returned to Virginia, where he was commissioned colonel of the 5th Kentucky Infantry on November 16.

During the winter of 1861–1862, Williams fought numerous skirmishes along the Kentucky-Virginia border with Union troops under Brigadier General William Nelson. On April 16, 1862, Williams was promoted to brigadier general, and he took command of the 22nd, 36th, and 45th Virginia Infantry and the 8th Virginia Cavalry. Also under his command were two understrength battalions and a light artillery battery. Williams’s force participated in the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862) and then saw action in southwestern Virginia.

In September 1863, Williams was given charge of all Confederate troops in Tennessee east of Knoxville. He led numerous skirmishes against Major General Ambrose Burnside’s forces, directing a heroic delaying action at Blue Springs, Tennessee, in October 1863. Discontented with his post, in January 1864 Williams joined Major General Robert Ransom’s forces in the Trans-Allegheny Department and was eventually assigned to Major General Joseph Wheeler’s cavalry corps, Army of Tennessee. Williams took part in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and participated in Wheeler’s raid into Tennessee (August 10–September 10, 1864), during which Williams incurred the wrath of Wheeler and found himself largely sidelined for the remainder of the war in southwestern Virginia. Williams did, however, command Confederate troops in the controversial Confederate victory at Saltville, Virginia, on October 2, 1864, for which he received the Thanks of Congress.

After the war Williams moved to Winchester, Kentucky, where he became a farmer and once again involved himself in state politics. In 1878 he was elected to the U.S. Senate, serving there until 1883. Williams died in Mount Sterling, Kentucky, on July 17, 1898.
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Williams, Thomas

Birth Date: January 10, 1815

Death Date: August 5, 1862

Union officer. Thomas Williams was born on January 10, 1815, in Albany, New York. When he was 17 years old, he served briefly as a private during the Black Hawk War (1832). Williams graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1837. Assigned to the artillery, he saw action during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842). He was promoted to first lieutenant in 1840, performed garrison duty in Florida, and was an instructor at West Point. Williams served in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) and was brevetted captain for the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco and major for the Battle of Chapultepec. He was then aide-de-camp to Major General Winfield Scott. Promoted to captain on September 12, 1850, Williams saw duty in numerous garrisons in both the East and the West.

On May 14, 1861, Williams became major of the 5th U.S. Artillery. On September 8, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers and became inspector general for the Department of Virginia, headquartered in northern Virginia. Williams’s first major combat in the Civil War occurred during Brigadier General Ambrose E. Burnside’s operations in North Carolina in the autumn of 1861. Williams then took charge of Fort Hatteras.

The following year, Williams served under Major General Benjamin F. Butler to counter Confederate operations in Louisiana. Leading a 3,000-man brigade, Williams supervised work on a canal on the Mississippi River to aid Union gunboats in the passage of Vicksburg beyond range of the Confederate shore batteries. Williams was shot and killed on August 5, 1862, during the Confederate attack on Baton Rouge.
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Williamsburg, Battle of

Event Date: May 5, 1862

Engagement of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). In March 1862, Union major general George B. McClellan landed his 105,000-man Army of the Potomac at Fort Monroe to begin an advance on the Confederate capital of Richmond up the peninsula formed by the York and James Rivers. Confederate major general John B. Magruder contested the Union advance near Yorktown with a force of only some 10,000 men. Unwilling to move west up the peninsula until he had reduced Yorktown and estimating Confederate forces there at 10 times their actual strength, McClellan began a siege on April 5. Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston subsequently reinforced Magruder.

With the Union siege tightening and heavy siege guns in place, on the evening of May 3 Johnston ordered a Confederate withdrawal from Yorktown. The Confederates slogged along in a heavy rainstorm, while McClellan sent his cavalry in pursuit and followed it with the whole army under Brigadier General Edwin Sumner. McClellan himself remained at Yorktown, hoping to launch an amphibious operation up the York River and land a division in Johnston’s rear.

The Union pursuit resulted in a bloody rearguard engagement along a defensive line that Magruder had constructed months earlier about 2 miles from the town of Williamsburg, 12 miles west of Yorktown. Johnston had not planned to halt until he was between the Chickahominy and Pamunkey Rivers, but he ordered Major General James Longstreet to delay the Union advance before Williamsburg in the only prepared fortifications between Yorktown and Richmond.

The Confederate defensive line before Williamsburg included some 13 earthen redoubts and was perhaps four miles in length. The largest redoubt, Fort Magruder, located in the center of the line, was more than 600 yards across. In front of these earthen works were a large number of rifle pits. Nearby woods had also been cut down to provide the defenders a clear field of fire.

Sumner was hesitant to attack without express orders from McClellan, but at about 7:00 a.m. on May 5, Brigadier General Joseph Hooker launched an attack on Fort Magruder with his 2nd Division of III Corps. After two hours of fighting, Hooker was close to taking Fort Magruder. At this point, Longstreet counterattacked with Brigadier General A. P. Hill’s Virginia Brigade. Although there were perhaps 40,000 Union troops within an hour’s march of Hooker, with McClellan back at Yorktown no one was in effective command, and Hooker was on his own. Hooker’s troops were driven back several hundred yards, and the Confederates captured eight fieldpieces that Hooker was not able to withdraw or spike. Confederate brigadier general J. E. B. Stuart now prepared to launch his cavalry in an attempt to break the faltering Union line.

Sumner then committed Brigadier General Philip Kearny’s III Corps division to the fray. At about 4:00 p.m. Kearny’s men stabilized the Union line, and again the Union forces pushed toward Fort Magruder. Sumner had learned that morning from Brigadier General William F. Smith, commanding the 2nd Division of VI Corps, that the Confederates had failed to occupy several redoubts at the northern end of the line. Finally at noon Smith prevailed on Sumner, who ordered Brigadier General Winfield Scott Hancock’s brigade of Smith’s division to occupy the redoubts.

Hancock, though, did not believe that he was strong enough to attack Fort Magruder on his own and requested more troops. Meanwhile, he confined his actions to shelling the Confederates. Sumner refused to reinforce Hancock, and by 5:00 p.m. Hancock was preparing to withdraw.

Longstreet then called up Major General D. H. Hill’s division. The first of Hill’s brigades to arrive was that of Brigadier General Jubal Early. Without having undertaken a reconnaissance, Early concluded that Hancock’s position might easily be captured and reported this to Hill. Both men sought out Longstreet and secured his permission for an attack.

Hill’s attack on Hancock’s position was poorly coordinated. The Confederates advanced piecemeal and encountered not only the artillery but also five regiments of Union infantry, who opened up on them at short range with telling effect. Early was wounded in the shoulder. Hancock counterattacked and swept the disorganized Confederates from the field. Meanwhile, McClellan had arrived on the scene and immediately ordered reinforcements forward. There was no real need for them, however, as Hancock had held.

As the fighting ceased along the entire line, McClellan made plans for an attack the next morning on Fort Magruder from the flank, using Hancock’s position as a starting point. On May 6, however, the Union troops discovered that the Confederates had withdrawn during the night.

The Battle of Williamsburg claimed 2,239 Union and 1,703 Confederate casualties. Johnston and Longstreet claimed a victory, as did McClellan, who trumpeted this small engagement as an important Union victory and hoped that it would convince President Abraham Lincoln of the soundness of his Peninsula Campaign.
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Williams Gun

Civil War light artillery piece. Literally a heavy machine gun, the Williams gun was designed by Confederate Army captain D. R. Williams of Covington, Kentucky. A rapid-fire breech-loading weapon with a 1.57-inch bore diameter, the Williams gun operated by means of a hand crank. It had a 40-inch barrel, fired a 1-pound round, and was mounted on a two-wheel carriage.

Turning the hand crank opened the breech, allowing the gun crew to insert a round and a primer. Continuing the cranking closed the breech and automatically released the hammer, firing the round. Reportedly the gun had a maximum firing rate of 65 rounds per minute, although the effective rate was probably one-third of that, with a maximum range of some 2,000 yards. The Williams gun had a crew of three men. One man turned the crank, another placed the round, and the third inserted the primer.

As many as 45 Williams guns may have been manufactured for the Confederacy by the Tredegar Iron Works of Richmond, Virginia; F. B. Deane Jr. & Son of Lynchburg, Virginia; and Skates & Co. of Mobile, Alabama. The guns reportedly equipped seven Confederate batteries, one of which was commanded by Williams. Most appear to have been attached to cavalry units.

The Williams gun first saw combat in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and also rendered effective service during the Battle of Blue Springs (October 10, 1863) in Tennessee. The Williams gun, however, suffered from overheating that caused metal expansion, which led the gun to jam. The Gatling gun was judged superior.

SPENCER C. TUCKER

See also

Blue Springs, Battle of; Gatling Gun; Seven Pines, Battle of

Further Reading

Hogg, Ian V. Machine Guns, 1300–2001. Iola, WI: Krause, 2002.

Willbanks, James A. Machine Guns: An Illustrated History of Their Impact. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2004.

_______________________

Williamsport, Battle of, and Confederate Escape across the Potomac

Start Date: July 6, 1863

End Date: July 16, 1863

A series of engagements (also known as the Battle of Hagerstown) in Washington County, Maryland, during Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s retreat from Gettysburg. Following the repulse of his forces at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Lee remained in entrenchments along Seminary Ridge. He hoped that the Union forces might replicate his own mistake and attack across the open ground between his own position and Union-held Cemetery Ridge. Commander of the Army of the Potomac Major General George G. Meade refused to oblige, and on the night of July 4–5, Lee decamped to return the Army of Northern Virginia to Virginia, along with its prisoners and booty.

Lee assigned Brigadier General John D. Imboden’s brigade the task of protecting the baggage train. The march south commenced in heavy rain and was difficult. At Williamsport the Confederates could hope to cross the Potomac into Virginia and safety, but the river was up because of recent heavy rains, and escape was by no means certain.

President Abraham Lincoln, unaware of the actual conditions, pressed Meade to cut off and destroy Lee’s army in the belief that this would essentially end the war. Meade was in no rush. His army had sustained heavy casualties at Gettysburg, and his men needed rest. He also believed that the rising waters of the Potomac would prevent Lee from escaping. Learning that Lee was in full retreat, late on the morning of July 5 Meade ordered a general movement of the Army of the Potomac toward Maryland.

Late on the afternoon of July 5, Union forces encountered the Confederate rear guard near Fairfield, causing Meade to shift his army in that direction. Early on July 6, Meade ordered Major General John Sedgwick to push forward vigorously with his entire corps. Up to this point Sedgwick and chief engineer Brigadier General G. K. Warren had interpreted Meade’s instructions conservatively, with no intention of initiating a battle. Instead, the Confederates were allowed to continue largely unmolested.

As Meade’s infantry moved south toward Maryland, elements of his cavalry ranged westward to attack the Confederate wagon train moving south toward Williamsport. This achieved only limited success. The head of the baggage train reached Williamsport late on the afternoon of July 5, and the remainder arrived the next day.

Williamsport is located on a horseshoe bend on the Potomac at the juncture of that river and Conococheague Creek. These two streams enclosed the town to the south and west. Behind Williamsport there was a low range of hills a mile distant. Four roads converged on the town, where two fresh Confederate regiments had arrived, detailed to hold the river crossing.

The heavy rains had raised the Potomac 10 feet above fording depth, and it was impossible for the wagons to cross. Imboden requisitioned two small ferries and pressed them into service for moving the less seriously wounded. On their return trips, the ferries brought back ammunition and supplies.

Early on July 6, Imboden learned of the approach of Union brigadier general John Buford’s 4,000-man cavalry division from Frederick, Maryland. Imboden positioned his artillery on the hills to cover this approach and dismounted his men. He also ordered some 700 wagoners armed with weapons belonging to the wounded. Walking wounded, commissaries, and quartermasters were also pressed into service. In all, Imboden had some 3,500 men.

The Union cavalry arrived at about 1:30 p.m. and drove in the Confederate pickets around the town to about a half mile of the parked baggage trains. The battle opened at about 2:00 p.m. and continued until about an hour after dark, when the arrival of some 5,000 Confederate cavalry under Major General J. E. B. Stuart brought a Union withdrawal. Darkness precluded any Confederate pursuit.

Confederate casualties in the Williamsport fight were at least 150 men killed or wounded. The next day, July 7, the Confederate infantry and the bulk of the artillery arrived at the Potomac. Meanwhile, the work of ferrying Confederate wounded and Union prisoners across the Potomac continued. It took two to three days just to get the 4,000 Union prisoners across.

In the meantime, the Confederates tore down a number of warehouses, the wood from which was used to build boats that were floated down the river to Falling Waters to construct a pontoon bridge. To guard against a Union attack from the north and east, the Confederates threw up strong earthworks and established artillery positions.

Aware that Lee was concentrating in the area between Hagerstown and Williamsport, bounded by the Potomac, Meade maneuvered his forces west of South Mountain. Lee abandoned Hagerstown on the morning of July 12, and Meade cautiously moved forward. Meade feared an engagement over which he might not have control and was concerned because his forces were now quite removed from their base at Frederick. Some supplies had to come from as far away as Gettysburg.

On the morning of July 12 just as the Confederates completed their defenses, Meade’s forces arrived. Lee sought only a defensive battle if he had to fight. He thought that in these circumstances, he might indeed be able to reverse the Gettysburg decision. Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s corps was on the right, Lieutenant General A. P. Hill’s corps held the center, and Richard Ewell’s corps was on the left. Stuart’s cavalry was positioned on the left flank, ready to enfilade the Union right in the event of an attack.

Meade planned to attack on July 13, but during a meeting of his infantry corps commanders on the evening of July 12, five of the seven generals were unalterably opposed, causing Meade to postpone his planned reconnaissance in force until July 14 so that he might personally reconnoiter. Once he did this, he reconfirmed his plan of the day before.

Meade was later much criticized for not acting decisively on July 13, but after the Confederates had decamped, some of the Union commanders inspected the defenses they would have had to assault and concluded that postponing the attack prevented a Union disaster. Even had Meade’s attack succeeded in piercing the Confederate line, there is no indication that Lee’s army could have been utterly defeated.

Lee remained confident that any assault would be repulsed at heavy Union cost. Skirmish firing beginning at dawn on July 13 convinced Lee that an attack was imminent, and he was disappointed when the firing ended and he was informed that the Federals were digging emplacements. Shortly thereafter Lee ordered a withdrawal, having been informed that the pontoon bridge was completed and that the river had receded to the point that some fords were accessible. The retreat began at dark. A pitch-black night and heavy rains helped mask the army’s move. By 11:00 a.m. on July 14, all the Confederates were over the river except two divisions at Falling Waters.

Meade had ordered the reconnaissance in force for 7:00 a.m. on July 14, but even before then there was word of a Confederate withdrawal. Union skirmishers discovered the Confederate works deserted and Lee’s army gone. Union forces pushed on to Williamsport, and Meade ordered a general pursuit at 8:30, but it was too late, although Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick’s and Buford’s cavalry divisions attacked Major General Henry Heth’s rearguard division still on the north bank and took 719 prisoners. Confederate brigadier general James Johnston Pettigrew was mortally wounded in the fighting.

On July 16, Brigadier General David M. Gregg’s cavalry approached Shepherdstown, where Confederate brigades under Brigadier Generals Fitzhugh Lee and J. R. Chambliss held the Potomac River fords. Lee and Chambliss attacked Gregg, who held out until withdrawing at nightfall.
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Willich, Johann August Ernst von

Birth Date: November 19, 1810

Death Date: January 22, 1878

Union officer. Johann August Ernst von Willich was born in Braunsberg, East Prussia, on November 19, 1810. He entered the army cadet school at Potsdam at age 12. On graduation from the Berlin Military Academy in 1828, he was commissioned a first lieutenant in the Prussian Army. He was promoted to captain in 1841. Willich, who became a communist, resigned his commission in 1846, but his letter of resignation was such that it was not accepted, and he was court-martialed in 1847. Acquitted, he was permitted to resign.

Willich took an active role in the Prussian Revolution (1848–1849) as a leader in the Communist League. Future Union Army general Carl Schurz was an associate. When the German revolutions were crushed, Willich fled first to Switzerland and then to London, where he made his living as a carpenter, continuing active participation in socialist circles as a leader of the anti–Karl Marx faction. Willich immigrated to the United States in 1853 and found work as a carpenter in the Brooklyn (New York) Navy Yard. In 1858 he moved to Cincinnati to become editor of a German-language free labor newspaper.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Willich recruited German immigrants in the southwestern Ohio region and was commissioned first lieutenant of the 9th Ohio Infantry on May 8, 1861. He was promoted to major on June 13. Willich participated in the early fighting in western Virginia (West Virginia) and saw combat in the Battle of Rich Mountain (July 11, 1861). On August 24, Willich became colonel of the all-German 32nd Indiana Infantry and took part in the Battle of Carnifex Ferry (September 10, 1861). He was an effective, innovative officer known for his strict discipline, utter fearlessness in battle (he was often in front of the line of battle during combat), and concern for the welfare of his men. His regiment garnered praise for its performance in the Battle of Rowlett’s Station (December 17, 1861) in Kentucky.
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A former Prussian army officer, Colonel August von Willich commanded the all-German 32nd Indiana Regiment and soon established a reputation for strict discipline, bravery in battle, and concern for the welfare of his men. His effective service earned him a brevet as a major general of volunteers before he mustered out of the army in 1866. (Library of Congress)

As part of the Army of the Ohio, the 32nd Indiana saw action in the second day’s fighting of the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), in which action Willich distinguished himself and for which he was given command of a brigade that included the 32nd Indiana. He was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on July 17, 1862. After service in Kentucky, he commanded the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, XIV Corps, in the Army of the Cumberland at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). He was taken prisoner on the first day of fighting when his horse was shot from beneath him and was not exchanged until May 8, 1863.

Willich then commanded the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, XX Corps, Army of the Cumberland, and fought effectively in the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863) and the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), when he temporarily assumed command of the division. He again distinguished himself during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), when his unit was among the first to reach the top of Missionary Ridge (November 25). He then took part in the opening actions of the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). Severely wounded in the right arm on May 14 during the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15), on his recovery Willich commanded the post at Cincinnati, Ohio. He was brevetted major general of volunteers on October 21, 1865, and mustered out of the volunteers on January 15, 1866.

After the war Willich returned to Cincinnati and held a succession of government posts, including auditor of Hamilton County. In 1870 he returned to Germany to offer his services to the Prussian Army during the Franco-Prussian War (1870–1871) but was rejected for reason of his age, health, and political views. He remained in Germany long enough to receive a college degree in philosophy from the University of Berlin. Returning to the United States, Willich took up residence in St. Marys, Ohio, where he died on January 22, 1878.
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Willstown Bluff, Battle of

Event Date: July 10, 1863

One of several Union diversions planned in conjunction with the major assault on Fort Wagner on Morris Island. The Battle of Willstown Bluff is also known as the Battle of the Pon Pon River. Union major general Quincy A. Gilmore, commanding troops operating against Charleston, had overall command of the operation. The first diversion was a landing on James Island, west of Morris, on July 9.

The second diversion was an effort to destroy the important railroad bridge on the South Edisto River south of Morris Island. Colonel Thomas W. Higginson had command of the operation, which included 250 men of his 1st South Carolina Colored Infantry and two guns of the 1st Connecticut Battery. The expeditionary force was carried in the army’s armed steamer John Adams, the tug Governor Milton, and the transport Enoch Dean. The men departed Beaufort on July 9. Early the next morning the ships proceeded up the South Edisto, only to be halted by piles driven into that stream at the confluence with the Pon Pon River. As the men worked to remove these, they came under fire from a three-gun section of the Washington Artillery. The Confederates withdrew when Union troops went ashore.

The obstructions finally cleared, Higginson then attempted to push on to the bridge but was handicapped by a receding tide. The Enoch Dean grounded under fire from a Confederate shore battery, but the Governor Milton pulled it to safety. Higginson then ordered the tug to proceed toward the bridge alone, but it was halted about two miles from its objective by Confederate shore batteries. The tug then withdrew downriver, only to ground on the same obstructions crossed earlier. With the John Adams unable to free the tug, Higginson ordered it destroyed. The expedition returned to Beaufort in the remaining two ships the next day.

At a cost of two men lost and several wounded, the Union troops had destroyed a rice mill and several hundred bushels of rice, secured three Confederate prisoners, and taken off several hundred black slaves and their baggage. However, the troops had failed to destroy the important bridge, and supplies still flowed into Charleston.
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Wilmington, North Carolina

Port city in southeastern North Carolina. Wilmington is located 26 miles upstream from the Atlantic Ocean on the eastern side of the Cape Fear River. Incorporated in 1740, the city became one of the Confederacy’s most important ports. On the eve of the Civil War in 1860, Wilmington was also the largest city in the state, with a population of 9,552 people, including 3,800 slaves and 600 free blacks.

Wilmington was a vital transportation center for the Confederacy and facilitated a lucrative trade with Europe, despite the Union blockade. From Wilmington, railroads transported most of the supplies and weaponry that came into port. The most crucial of these railways stretched from Wilmington to Weldon, North Carolina, and north to Petersburg and Richmond, Virginia. The railway quickly became a major lifeline for the Army of Northern Virginia.

Wilmington was well suited to be a successful blockade-running port. A powerful hurricane in September 1761 opened a second inlet (New Inlet) to the Cape Fear River on its eastern, or ocean, side. The Union North Atlantic Blockading Squadron therefore had to defend against two channels 5 miles apart, which required a defensive arc in the Atlantic some 50 miles in length. Blockade-running to and from Bermuda and Nassau in the Bahamas—involving the export of cotton for war matériel and other supplies—proved to be a lucrative business for many.

The general impact of the war and the specific effects of the blockade-running turned Wilmington topsy-turvy between 1861 and 1865. Blockade-runners brought valuable cargo, undesirable crewmen, and diseases into Wilmington. On August 6, 1862, the steamer Kate arrived from Nassau carrying yellow fever. The ensuing epidemic claimed the lives of 654 Wilmington residents before it ended that December. During the plague, even blockade-runners were prohibited from docking in the city.

The extensive fortifications built to defend the city and the entrances to the Cape Fear River demonstrated the necessity of keeping the port of Wilmington open. Fort Fisher, nicknamed the “Gibraltar of the South,” was the most important of these fortifications. This massive earthen fort consisted of a 480-yard land face, and its ocean-facing side stretched for one and a half miles south along the Atlantic to protect New Inlet.

The federal government mounted two expeditions to seize Fort Fisher. On December 24 and 25, 1864, a joint army-navy force under Major General Benjamin Franklin Butler and Rear Admiral David D. Porter made the initial attempt, but following a brief landing, Butler embarked his men and returned to Virginia. Less than three weeks later, Union forces under Porter and Brevet Major General Alfred Howe Terry returned, landed, and this time seized the fort on January 15, 1865, following a two-day bombardment. The capture of Fort Fisher effectively closed Wilmington and the entire Confederacy to blockade-runners. On February 22 after a 10-day engagement, Union forces occupied Wilmington. General Robert E. Lee had stated that he did not believe he could maintain his defense of Petersburg and Richmond without the supplies that reached his army through Wilmington. Less than three months after the fall of Fort Fisher, Lee surrendered his Army of Northern Virginia to Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, on April 9, 1865.

JOHN R. KENNEDY
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Wilmington, North Carolina, Engagements at

Start Date: February 11, 1865

End Date: February 22, 1865

Engagements in and around Wilmington, North Carolina, between February 11 and February 22, 1865. Wilmington, located on North Carolina’s southeastern coast along the Cape Fear River, was a key city for the Confederacy. The city had a large industrial base and was the last remaining major Confederate port for blockade-runners and a principal supply link by rail for the Army of Northern Virginia at Petersburg. As such, Wilmington was an important city for the South, the loss of which would seriously impact the Confederate war effort.

The fall of Fort Fisher late on January 15, 1865, completed the first step in the Union capture of Wilmington. General Braxton Bragg, the Confederate commander in Wilmington, possessed only 7,600 men to defend the city. Major General Robert Frederick Hoke’s division of three brigades manned entrenchments at Sugar Loaf, high ground located across the narrow Federal Point peninsula on the east bank of the Cape Fear River. Brigadier General Johnson Hagood, meanwhile, defended Fort Anderson on the west bank with 2,300 men.

On January 28, 1865, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant met with the Union military leaders on the Cape Fear River and placed Major General John McAllister Schofield in command of the 15,000 Union soldiers near Fort Fisher. Grant ordered Schofield to secure Wilmington, with Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter’s fleet in support. Four engagements during February 11–22, 1865—two on each side of the river—sealed Wilmington’s fate.

On February 10, President Jefferson Davis ordered Bragg to return to Richmond, Virginia, leaving Hoke in command. The next day, Schofield conducted a reconnaissance in force of Hoke’s position at Sugar Loaf. The Confederate defenses held firm, and Schofield decided to shift his main effort to the river’s west bank. During February 14–16, four Union brigades under Major General Jacob D. Cox crossed the Cape Fear River. The terrain on that side of the river contained numerous swamps and thick pine forests but few roads. Fort Anderson’s land face consisted of entrenchments stretching west from the river for more than a mile. On February 18, Schofield, supported by Porter’s naval gunfire, attacked the fort from the south and outflanked the defenders on the west. Hagood’s subsequent withdrawal early on the morning of February 19 laid open Hoke’s west flank and rear to Porter’s fleet. Hoke then withdrew to a prepared defensive line three miles south of Wilmington. Hagood retreated eight miles north and established a new line behind the last defensible terrain before Wilmington, the 50-yard-wide Town Creek.

On February 20, Cox outflanked Hagood’s defensive line on the east by crossing Town Creek with three brigades on an abandoned flatboat. Two of these brigades numbering 3,000 soldiers attacked and overwhelmed four South Carolina regiments, totaling no more than 500 men. The Confederates suffered approximately 350–400 casualties, primarily captured prisoners. Few escaped to join the remainder of Hagood’s command in its retreat to Wilmington.

On this same afternoon, Major General Alfred Howe Terry attacked one of Hoke’s Confederate brigades at Forks Road. The attack was repulsed, and desultory firing continued at this location for the next 36 hours. Hoke attempted to forestall Terry for as long as possible to allow Confederate property to be withdrawn from Wilmington.

Bragg returned to Wilmington on February 21 and soon realized that the city must be evacuated. He ordered the withdrawal to commence at 1:00 a.m. on February 22. The Union campaign to capture Wilmington resulted in only 200 Union casualties. With Wilmington now in enemy hands, Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia was starved of essential supplies. For the remainder of the war, Wilmington’s port and railroads served as important transportation assets supporting the operations of Schofield and Major General William Tecumseh Sherman in North Carolina.

JOHN R. KENNEDY
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Wilmot, David

Birth Date: January 20, 1814

Death Date: March 16, 1868

U.S. politician who sponsored the 1846 Wilmot Proviso, an unsuccessful legislative attempt to ban slavery in any territory acquired from Mexico as a result of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). Born in Bethany, Pennsylvania, on January 20, 1814, David Wilmot, the son of a wealthy merchant, was admitted to the bar in 1834. He then practiced law in Towanda, Pennsylvania.

Wilmot soon took an interest in politics and was an ardent supporter of the Democratic Party. He represented the 12th District of Pennsylvania in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1845 to 1851 and supported the annexation of Texas as a slave state in 1845. Because slavery already existed in Texas, the action did not, in Wilmot’s opinion, contradict his free-soil sympathies. Wilmot also supported President James K. Polk’s declaration of war against Mexico in 1846. Wilmot, who was not an abolitionist, believed that the extension of slavery into new areas would be detrimental to the Union.

Therefore, on August 8, 1846, when a war appropriations bill for $2 million was introduced into the House of Representatives, Wilmot proposed an amendment to the bill that subsequently became known as the Wilmot Proviso. Basing his ideas on Thomas Jefferson’s Northwest Ordinance of 1787, which effectively banned the extension of slavery into the Northwest territories, Wilmot proposed that slavery be banned in any territories that the United States might win from Mexico. The House of Representatives promptly passed the measure. The Senate, however, voted it down.

In the next congressional session, the appropriations bill, which was expanded to $3 million, was reintroduced. The Wilmot Proviso was also expanded to include any territory that the United States might acquire in the future. The House passed the bill, with the amendment, by a vote of 115 to 105. The Senate, however, refused to accept the Wilmot Proviso and passed the appropriations bill without it. Therefore, the territory acquired from Mexico in the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was not subject to any federal legislation regulating slavery.

In the 1848 presidential election, the Democratic Party strongly rejected the content of the Wilmot Proviso and supported a platform based on popular sovereignty. Wilmot supported the Free Soil Party platform, which was based on containing slavery in the South. He believed that the containment of slavery would eventually lead to the end of the institution. Finding himself at odds with mainstream Pennsylvania Democrats led by James Buchanan, Wilmot did not run in the 1850 elections. From 1851 to 1861, he served as a district court judge in Pennsylvania. While on the bench, he became an advocate of the new Republican Party and was instrumental in establishing it in Pennsylvania. Wilmot was also a delegate to the 1860 Republican National Convention in Chicago, where he strongly supported the nomination of Abraham Lincoln. Wilmot attended the February 1861 Washington Peace Conference, which attempted without success to prevent the Civil War.

Wilmot declined a cabinet position in Lincoln’s first administration, preferring to fill the Senate seat vacated by Senator Simon Cameron, who resigned to serve as Lincoln’s first secretary of war. Wilmot served in the Senate until 1863. In 1863 Lincoln appointed Wilmot a judge of the U.S. Court of Claims, where he served until his death on March 16, 1868, in Towanda, Pennsylvania.
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Wilmot Proviso

An amendment attached to several bills in the U.S. House of Representatives that would have banned slavery in any land acquired from Mexico as a result of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). The Mexican-American War was no more than three months old when a new conflict consumed the American public and politicized the ongoing debate over slavery. On August 8, 1846, U.S. congressman David Wilmot, a Democrat from Pennsylvania, added an amendment to a $2 million military appropriation bill, designed to fund peace negotiations between the United States and Mexico. Wilmot’s amendment, which became known as the Wilmot Proviso, proposed to ban slavery from any territory that might be purchased or captured from Mexico during the Mexican-American War.

A majority of Northern Democrats favored the legislation because they believed that Southern interests were dominating the party and the presidential administration of James K. Polk. Northern Democrats felt betrayed by Polk because he refused to risk a war with Great Britain for all of Oregon yet was willing to wage war with Mexico to acquire land in the Southwest. Northern Whigs also endorsed the Wilmot Proviso because they believed that the acquisition of Mexican territory should not be used to increase the power of the slave states. Thus, a coalition of Northern Democrats and Whigs emerged to support the prohibition of slavery in the lands acquired from Mexico. Southerners, however, regarded the Wilmot Proviso as a threat because it would outlaw slavery in the Southwest.

The first House vote on the Wilmot Proviso resulted in representatives casting their ballots along sectional lines. For instance, 53 Northern Democrats and 28 Northern Whigs voted for the amendment, while every Southern congressman except for 2 Whigs from Kentucky opposed the Wilmot Proviso. Although the amendment passed the House, it was defeated in the Senate by a vote of 31 to 21. The Senate vote also demonstrated a clear sectional voting pattern, as 10 Southern Whigs aligned with Southern Democrats to block the legislation.

When Congress reconvened in December 1846, Polk urged Wilmot to withhold his amendment. However, Congressman Preston King of New York reintroduced the Wilmot Proviso as an amendment to a $3 million war appropriations bill. With the support of the Martin Van Buren Democrats in the Northeast, the legislation was also defended by Democrats in the Northwest, despite their proexpansionist attitudes. In the final vote, a coalition that consisted of all Northern Whigs and the majority of Northern Democrats in the House passed the amendment by a vote of 115 to 105. However, the bill was again defeated in the Senate by a vote of 32 to 21. Once again senators voted along sectional lines, as Southerners cast a majority of the opposition votes.

The regional animosity caused by issues relating to territorial expansion and slavery forced Polk to seek peace with Mexico and limit his war gains. By the spring of 1847, the president favored a policy of acquiring only California and New Mexico.

Although the Wilmot Proviso never became law, it demonstrated how divisive the issue of slavery was to party unity and national politics during the 19th century. The legislation also compelled Northerners and Southerners to debate whether the United States should even acquire Mexican territory, because limiting territorial expansion might allow them to sidestep the problem of slavery.
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Wilson, Claudius Charles

Birth Date: October 1, 1831

Death Date: November 27, 1863

Confederate officer. Claudius Charles Wilson was born on October 1, 1831, at Solitude in Effingham County, Georgia. He graduated from Emory College in 1851 and subsequently became a lawyer. In 1859 he was elected solicitor general for the Eastern Circuit of Georgia.

Wilson’s military service began as a captain in a militia company in August 1861. On September 2, 1861, he was commissioned a colonel and given command of the 25th Georgia Infantry Regiment. He subsequently served in the coastal areas of Georgia and the Carolinas, participating in skirmishes near Coosawhatchie and Pocotaligo, South Carolina, and making preparations for the defense of Wilmington, North Carolina.

On January 14, 1863, Wilson’s regiment captured the U.S. Navy screw steamer Columbia, its commanding officer, and 39 crewmen after the ship ran aground off Masonboro Inlet, North Carolina. Wilson subsequently participated, often in brigade command, in the failed effort to relieve Vicksburg and in the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863). During that battle, Wilson commanded the 1st Georgia Brigade in Major General W. H. T. Walker’s Reserve Corps on the right wing of the Army of Tennessee. Locked in fierce combat to include several successful assaults, Wilson’s 1,200-man brigade suffered approximately 50 percent casualties. He then took part in the events at Chattanooga before becoming ill.

For his performance during the Battle of Chickamauga, Wilson was promoted to brigadier general on November 16, 1863. Eleven days later he died of a fever near Resaca, Georgia, before learning of his promotion.

GLENN E. HELM
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Wilson, Henry

Birth Date: February 16, 1812

Death Date: November 22, 1875

Abolitionist and politician. Henry Wilson was born Jeremiah Jones Colbath in Farmington, New Hampshire, on February 16, 1812. After changing his name to Wilson on his 21st birthday, he settled in Natick, Massachusetts, and became a successful shoe manufacturer.

In 1840 Wilson was elected as a Whig to the Massachusetts state legislature, where he served until 1852. Leaving the Whig Party in 1848 because of its evasiveness on the slavery issue, he helped to organize the Free Soil Party and became editor of its newspaper, the Boston Republican. In 1854 he briefly joined the American Party in the mistaken notion that it would unite the political forces in the nation against slavery. Appalled at the intolerance of many of the party’s supporters and the refusal of party leaders to take a stand on the slavery issue, he cut off further involvement in 1855. That same year, the Massachusetts legislature elected him as a Republican to the U.S. Senate, where he remained until 1873.

Wilson quickly became one of the Senate’s most energetic abolitionists. His first speech condemned the institution of slavery and called for the repeal of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act. After playing an active role in helping to organize the new Republican Party, Wilson vigorously campaigned for Abraham Lincoln’s presidential election in 1860.

As chairman of the Senate’s Military Affairs Committee during the Civil War, Wilson worked tirelessly to secure the passage of the legislation necessary to raise, organize, train, and provision a huge Union volunteer army. After the war, he joined the Radical Republicans in opposing Andrew Johnson’s conciliatory Reconstruction policies, in favor of their own much more forceful legislation that sought to obtain full civil and political rights for black people in the South. After long tours through the South, however, he gradually adopted a more sympathetic and tolerant attitude toward the former Confederate states.

In 1872, Wilson was elected vice president on the ticket with Ulysses S. Grant. Wilson died in office on November 22, 1875.
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Wilson, James Harrison

Birth Date: September 2, 1837

Death Date: February 23, 1925

Union officer. Born in Shawneetown, Illinois, on September 2, 1837, James Harrison Wilson briefly attended McKendree College in Illinois. He entered the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1855 and graduated in 1860. His first duty assignment was as a member of the Topographical Engineers at Fort Vancouver, headquarters for the District of Oregon.

With the beginning of the Civil War, Wilson served as the topographical engineer for the coastal campaigns in South Carolina against both Port Royal and Hilton Head Island and in nearby Georgia against Fort Pulaski (on Cockspur Island) and Savannah. He next served briefly on Major General George B. McClellan’s staff during the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). On November 8, 1862, Wilson reported for duty to the Army of Tennessee, commanded by Major General Ulysses S. Grant. Highly impressed with Wilson, Grant promoted him to lieutenant colonel of volunteers and made him assistant inspector general. Wilson exercised independent command of the Yazoo Pass Expedition (February–April 1863), a failed attempt to find an alternative water route around Confederates controlling Vicksburg. Later in 1863 Wilson participated as a member of Grant’s staff during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863). In recognition of his effective service, Wilson was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on October 30, 1863. He took part in the Battle of Chattanooga (November 23–25, 1863). He then headed the Cavalry Bureau in Washington, D.C.

In April 1864 Grant, now general in chief of the Union Army, offered Wilson command of the 3rd Cavalry Division in the Army of the Potomac. Wilson led that division in the Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864). During the early days of the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865), he headed a disastrous expedition—the Wilson-Kautz Raid (June 22–July 1, 1864)—against the rail networks supplying that city and barely avoided being captured. He had far greater success, however, during Major General Philip Sheridan’s subsequent Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865), where Wilson helped neutralize the threat posed by Confederate major general Jubal A. Early.

In September 1864 Wilson received a brevet promotion to major general of volunteers and went west to take control of Major General William T. Sherman’s cavalry in the Military Division of the Mississippi. After Sherman departed Atlanta on his March to the Sea through Georgia (November 15–December 21, 1864), Wilson served under Major General George H. Thomas and participated in the Franklin and Nashville Campaign (November 29–December 27, 1864) and the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864). Following the decisive defeat of General John Bell Hood at Nashville, Wilson and his cavalry pursued the remnants of the Confederate Army of Tennessee for more than 175 miles.
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Union Army officer James H. Wilson rose from second lieutenant to major general in only four years. In March 1865, he led the largest and arguably most successful mounted raid of the Civil War—the Selma Raid—through Alabama and Georgia. Wilson capped his wartime exploits by capturing Confederate president Jefferson Davis. (Library of Congress)

In March 1865, Wilson led the largest and arguably the most successful U.S. cavalry raid of the war—the Selma Raid—through Alabama and Georgia. The raid was designed to destroy and/or incapacitate Confederate manufacturing facilities and rail lines and capture arsenals and supply depots. Wilson forced Selma’s surrender on April 2, just a week before General Robert E. Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox Court House. He gained more notoriety for capturing Confederate president Jefferson Davis and his fellow fugitives in May 1865. A month later he was promoted to major general of volunteers. He was brevetted through major general in the regular army and mustered out of the volunteers in January 1866. Resuming his career in the regulars, Wilson became lieutenant colonel of the 35th Infantry.

Wilson retired from the army in 1870. He then enjoyed a successful career as a railroad executive and engineer before rejoining the army as a major general of volunteers during the Spanish-American War. He went on to serve during the Boxer Rebellion in China before retiring again in 1901 with the regular army rank of brigadier general. Wilson died in Wilmington, Delaware, on February 23, 1925.

JAMES H. PRUITT II

See also

Antietam, Battle of; Fort Pulaski, Georgia, Reduction of; Franklin and Nashville Campaign; Overland Campaign; Petersburg Campaign; Port Royal Sound, Battle of; Savannah, Georgia; Selma, Battle of; Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign; Sherman’s March to the Sea; Vicksburg Campaign, Second; Wilson-Kautz Raid; Yazoo Pass Expedition

Further Reading

Keenan, Jerry. Wilson’s Cavalry Corps: Union Campaigns in the Western Theater, October 1864 through Spring 1865. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 1998.

Longacre, Edward G. Grant’s Cavalryman: The Life and Wars of General James H. Wilson. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole, 1972.

_______________________

Wilson-Kautz Raid

Start Date: June 22, 1864

End Date: July 1, 1864

Union cavalry raid in Virginia during the Petersburg Campaign (June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865). Following the unsuccessful Union attacks on Petersburg of June 15–18, 1864, U.S. Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant directed Army of the Potomac commander Major General George G. Meade to mount attacks against the Confederate supply lines to Petersburg and Richmond. The Virginia Central Railroad ran east from Staunton and then curved south to Richmond, the Southside Railroad ran from Lynchburg in the west through Petersburg to City Point in the east, the Richmond & Danville Railroad ran from Danville on the border with North Carolina northeast to Richmond, and the Wilmington & Weldon Railroad connected with the Richmond & Petersburg Railroad, which had pushed its line south nine miles into North Carolina. This operation against rail lines serving the Petersburg-Richmond area was to occur in conjunction with an infantry attack along the Jerusalem Plank Road (June 21–23).

The raiding assignment fell to Brigadier General James H. Wilson, commander of the 3rd Division, Cavalry Corps, of the Army of the Potomac. Wilson’s force consisted of his division less two regiments left behind required for picket duty but reinforced by the two-brigade Cavalry Division of the Army of the James, commanded by Brigadier General August V. Kautz. In all, the Union cavalry force totaled some 3,300 men, 12 guns in two batteries, and a supply train. The men set out from Lee’s Mill and Mount Sinai Church on June 22.

The Union troopers proceeded first to tear up miles of track of the Weldon line, then moved west to attack the Southside Railroad line, which connected with the Richmond & Danville line near Ford’s Station, 14 miles southwest of Petersburg. Kautz’s troopers met little opposition and were able to tear up track and destroy trains and facilities as far as Burkeville Junction. Wilson’s men moved against the Richmond & Danville line.

Commander of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia General Robert E. Lee was well aware of the threat posed to his railroad lifelines and quickly learned of the Union advance toward the especially critical Richmond & Danville line. With most of his cavalry under Major General Wade Hampton then in pursuit of Union cavalry under Major General Philip H. Sheridan, Lee had only the division of Major General W. H. F. “Rooney” Lee, fewer than 3,000 men, to send after the Union raiders. On the morning of June 23, Lee was able to interpose his division between the two Union elements when Wilson took a wrong turn. Fighting lasted until nightfall.

Reuniting on June 24 at Keysville, the raiders continued their destruction southward until they approached the Staunton River Bridge near Roanoke Station (today Randolph) on the morning of June 25. There a Confederate scratch force of some 950 men, most of them home guards, with six cannon and commanded by Captain Benjamin L. Farinholt, was deployed to defend the bridge. Kautz attacked with a brigade on each side of the railroad. After about two hours of fighting, the attackers were suffering from heat and thirst. Their ammunition was almost exhausted, and their rear guard was under attack by Rooney Lee’s cavalry. With the Staunton River Bridge still intact, Wilson and Kautz now decided to end their mission and return to Union lines. Union casualties in the battle were 42 killed, 44 wounded, and 30 missing or captured; Confederate losses totaled 10 killed and 24 wounded.

Wilson and Kautz now moved eastward, pursued by Lee’s cavalry. General Robert E. Lee now ordered Hampton’s cavalry, which had returned from battling Sheridan’s cavalry in the Battle of Trevilian Station (June 11–12), to join the pursuit. Before departing on the raid, Wilson had been assured that Union infantry would be taking control of the Weldon line at least as far south as Reams Station, and Wilson now decided that the latter would be a good point to return to the Union lines. The Union defeat in the Battle of Jerusalem Plank Road (June 21–23) rendered that impossible, but Wilson was unaware of this.

For three days, Wilson had a relatively uneventful eastward movement. He returned to the Weldon line near Stony Creek Station on June 28, but there and to the north at Reams Station the next day they came under attack by Hampton’s cavalry and by three infantry brigades under Brigadier General William Mahone. Realizing that he was hemmed in, Wilson was able to get a messenger through the Confederate lines to Meade at City Point requesting assistance. Meade prepared to send Major General Horatio G. Wright’s entire VI Corps to Reams Station. Realizing that infantry could not move fast enough, Meade approached Sheridan for assistance, but Sheridan said that his horses were worn out and that his men were exhausted. When Sheridan did reach Reams Station, VI Corps was already there, and Wilson and Kautz had departed. After the war, Wilson and Sheridan were to argue whether Sheridan had adequately protected Wilson and Kautz from Rooney Lee’s and Hampton’s cavalry.

Wilson and Kautz, meanwhile, ordered their men to burn their wagons, spike their guns, leave their ambulances with wounded to the Confederates, and break free to the north. On June 29 Wilson and Kautz led their remaining men around the Confederates to safety, arriving back in the Union lines by July 1.

Although Wilson reported the operation as a success, with the destruction of 60 miles of track, Grant noted in his memoirs that the damage inflicted was quickly repaired. Indeed, Lee was able to maintain his supply line by the use of wagon transshipments until the rail line breaks could be repaired. Two Union cavalry divisions had been badly cut up. Total casualties, mostly missing men captured at the end of the raid, approached 1,400 plus all the artillery and wagons and uncounted numbers of horses. Until Kautz and Wilson could refit their divisions, the Confederates enjoyed an advantage in cavalry around Petersburg.
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Wilson’s Creek, Battle of

Event Date: August 10, 1861

Engagement during the struggle to control Missouri. The Battle of Wilson’s Creek, also known as the Battle of Oak Hills, was fought between Union forces under Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon and Confederates led by Brigadier General Benjamin McCulloch and Major General Sterling Price. Lyon’s Army of the West, numbering approximately 5,600 troops in four brigades, had in the preceding months forced Price’s 5,200 pro-Confederate Missouri State Guard troops to abandon most of the state. Retreating into Arkansas, Price was reinforced by McCulloch with 5,000 men, and their combined force then advanced on Springfield, Missouri. Rather than await an attack, Lyon struck first, launching an assault on the Confederate troops encamped on the banks of Wilson’s Creek and along the Telegraph Road that connected Springfield, Missouri, and Fayetteville, Arkansas.

At 5:00 a.m. on August 10, 1861, Lyon’s main force mounted a frontal assault on the Confederates, while a smaller force under Colonel Franz Sigel carried out a flanking attack from the south. Lyon’s attack was initially successful. The Union troops drove the Confederates back and seized Bald Knob, the highest ground in the area. Bald Knob would later be known as Bloody Hill. Meanwhile, Sigel captured cavalry camps in a field in the Confederate rear, then blocked the Telegraph Road to Fayetteville and waited for Lyon to join him from the north.

McCulloch and Price regrouped, and Price counterattacked and stopped the Union advance. By midmorning the momentum of the battle had shifted to the Confederates, as Price held Lyon on Bloody Hill, while McCulloch attacked Sigel and drove him from the field, scattering his troops.

Both sides then paused to re-form their lines and position their troops for the next phase of the action. McCulloch posted his troops to support Price when Lyon counterattacked. Lyon was wounded twice while leading the counterattack before being struck fatally in the chest.

The Confederate counterattack combined with the death of Lyon demoralized the Union troops, and the Confederates drove them from Bloody Hill. Union brigade commander Major Samuel Sturgis, who became acting leader upon the death of Lyon, ordered a general retreat and led his army two miles from the battlefield to a spring where his men could secure water.
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The Battle of Wilson’s Creek, Missouri, on August 10, 1861. The Confederate victory here was the second major Confederate triumph of the Civil War and shocked the Union. (Library of Congress)

Union casualties were 258 killed, 873 wounded, and 186 missing; the Confederates lost 279 killed and 951 wounded. The area around Springfield was now in Confederate hands, and Missouri’s attachment to the Union appeared in doubt. Wilson’s Creek was the second major Confederate victory against Union troops after the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). Many in the Union were shocked at these two Confederate victories, and Washington now realized that the war would be more difficult, more costly, and more complicated than previously thought.
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Wilson’s Raid into Alabama and Georgia

Start Date: March 22, 1865

End Date: April 20, 1865

Highly effective late-war Union cavalry operation. Brevet Major General James H. Wilson’s cavalry raid into Alabama and Georgia in the spring of 1865 was the largest cavalry raid of the Civil War. Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant had ordered the operation in conjunction with Union forces under Major General Edward R. S. Canby operating against Mobile. The 27-year-old Wilson commanded the Cavalry Corps of the Military Division of the Mississippi attached to Major General George H. Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland. Thomas and Wilson decided that the raid’s principal objective would be Selma, Alabama, the important Southern military manufacturing center containing an arsenal, a facility producing heavy guns for the navy, arms factories, a powder mill, railroad shops, and military warehouses.

After three months of preparation and training, Wilson set out on March 22, 1865, from Gravelly Springs, Alabama, 300 miles from Selma. He had command of three divisions of cavalry totaling some 13,500 men. The divisions were commanded by Brigadier Generals Edward M. McCook, Emory Upton, and Eli Long. Opposing Wilson was a much smaller Confederate cavalry force of perhaps 5,000 men led by Lieutenant General Nathan Bedford Forrest. Wilson’s men were much better armed. Moving quickly before Forrest could concentrate his forces, which were scattered across the state, Wilson was the first Union general to outmaneuver Forrest. Wilson moved his men in three parallel columns so as to confuse Forrest as to his objective and be able to strike multiple targets simultaneously.

On March 31, Wilson defeated Forrest at Montevallo, 40 miles from Selma, and captured its ironworks and coal mine. At Tuscaloosa, the Union troopers burned most of the buildings that constituted the University of Alabama. But for the most part, the raid was free of the large-scale destruction of civilian property that had characterized Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864).

Wilson then directed his men toward Selma. On April 1 at Ebenezer Church, some 19 miles from Selma, Forrest tried to halt the Union advance with 2,000 men and six guns, but the Union cavalrymen were again victorious and drove the Confederates back into the Selma defenses. The Federals also burned a strategic bridge at Centreville, preventing Forrest from being reinforced.

The next day, April 2, Wilson’s men broke through the Confederate lines at separate points, taking Selma. Before escaping that night, the remaining Confederates set fire to the cotton stores to keep them from falling into Union hands, but the fires also spread to other parts of the city. In the fighting for Selma, the Union forces took 2,700 Confederates prisoner. Forrest was among those who escaped.

After destroying Selma’s considerable manufacturing facilities, Wilson continued on into central Georgia. Over the next three weeks he took more Southern towns and cities, thousands of prisoners, and considerable quantities of weapons and supplies. On April 16, Wilson’s men defeated a Confederate force at Columbus, Georgia, capturing and destroying the Columbus Iron Works and burning the ironclad Jackson, which was under construction there. The raid ended with the capture of Macon, Georgia, on April 20. During the monthlong raid, Wilson’s command suffered 725 casualties; the Confederates lost perhaps 1,200 killed or wounded and 6,820 taken prisoner.

Although Wilson’s raid had no effect on the outcome of the war, it denied the remaining Confederate forces considerable resources and signaled the collapse of the lower South.
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Winchester, First Battle of

Event Date: May 25, 1862

Second battle of Major General Thomas J. Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign. The Shenandoah Valley of Virginia was a main invasion route north and south during the war. Winchester, located at the north end of the valley, was one of the most fought-over locations during the war and changed hands frequently.

In the spring of 1862 as part of the Union Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) against Richmond, Major General Nathaniel P. Banks with 20,000 men received the assignment of clearing the Shenandoah Valley. After he defeated Jackson’s Confederate forces in the valley, Banks was to cover Washington, releasing Major General Irwin McDowell’s large corps to drive on Richmond from the north, while Major General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac closed on the Confederate capital from the east. Jackson’s ensuing Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862) was an effort to prevent the North from releasing troops defending Washington to move south against Richmond. Throughout the campaign, Jackson’s intelligence and communications were excellent, and he was well aware of Union intentions and strength. In the campaign, Jackson never commanded more than 18,000 men against up to four times as many Union troops.

Following a victory at McDowell on May 8, Jackson moved his forces north in the direction of Harrisonburg. Banks, meanwhile, was building strong defenses at Strasburg and also had an outpost at Front Royal. Planning to force Banks to evacuate by turning his position, Jackson drove on Front Royal from the Luray Valley, employing Massanutten Mountain to screen his movement. On May 23 Jackson scored an easy victory over the single detached Union regiment at Front Royal, forcing Banks to evacuate Strasburg and move north on the Valley Pike.

At Middletown and Newtown (Stephens City) on May 24, Jackson’s men attacked Banks’s columns and captured a large number of supply wagons. Jackson was determined that Banks not have time to fortify the hilly, defensive terrain just south of Winchester and thus marched his men north on the night of May 24–25. He allowed them only an hour of rest before dawn.

Banks, meanwhile, deployed just south of Winchester with three brigades and 16 guns in an effort to slow the Confederates. Colonel George H. Gordon’s infantry brigade held the Union right on Bower’s Hill, its left flank on the Valley Pike. Brigadier General John P. Hatch’s cavalry brigade held the Union center on Camp Hill, while Colonel Dudley Donnelly’s brigade was on the Union left covering the Front Royal and Millwood roads.

The battle opened at first light on May 25 and pitted some 16,000 Confederates against only 6,500 Union troops. Jackson’s skirmishers easily forced in the Union pickets and moved against the main defensive line. Meanwhile during the night, Confederate major general Richard Ewell’s division of four brigades had come up the Front Royal Pike to Buffalo Lick. At dawn, Ewell deployed and moved along the pike to strike the Union left. Although Ewell suffered heavy losses in his initial attack, he continued to press Donnelly’s brigade. Jackson, meanwhile, sent two brigades up the Valley Pike against the Union center. Brigadier General Charles S. Winder’s 1st Virginia (Stonewall) Brigade led, while Colonel John A. Campbell’s brigade was in reserve. The Confederates encountered stubborn Union resistance and were repulsed. Jackson then ordered artillery forward, but it was outmatched by the Union guns. Jackson then dispatched a brigade under Brigadier General Richard Taylor against the extreme Union right. The brigade flanked the Union line and attacked Bower’s Hill, while Ewell’s far more numerous troops soon collapsed the Union left.

By 7:30 a.m. the Union troops were in retreat, falling back through the streets of Winchester. Soon the withdrawal turned into a rout, with Union troops abandoning thousands of weapons as well as supplies and fleeing up the Valley Pike and across the Potomac River. Jackson’s men were too exhausted to pursue beyond several miles north of Winchester. In addition to the much-needed supplies, Jackson’s men captured a large number of Union prisoners. Union casualties totaled 2,019; the Confederates lost perhaps 400.

The Confederate victory at Winchester sent the remnants of Banks’s forces reeling out of the Shenandoah Valley entirely and served to relieve pressure on Richmond. The battle spread panic in Washington amid talk of a descent on the U.S. capital by Jackson and led President Abraham Lincoln to retain McDowell, allowing the Confederate defenders of Richmond to concentrate exclusively on stopping McClellan. In late June, Jackson moved his forces from the valley to Richmond, joining General Robert E. Lee’s defense of the capital city.
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Winchester, Second Battle of

Start Date: June 13, 1863

End Date: June 15, 1863

Engagement of the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863). As with the First Battle of Winchester the year before, the Second Battle of Winchester resulted in a Confederate victory. Following the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863), Confederate general Robert E. Lee, commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, ordered his II Corps commander Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell to clear the lower (northern) Shenandoah Valley of Union forces in order to open the area for a second Confederate invasion of the North (the subsequent Gettysburg Campaign). Ewell’s corps consisted of three divisions, commanded by Major Generals Jubal A. Early, Robert E. Rodes, and Edward “Allegheny” Johnson, and a cavalry brigade under Brigadier General Albert G. Jenkins.

Winchester was of particular interest because it was a major road hub as well as a depot of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. Situated at the northern end of the valley, Winchester was defended by three Union infantry brigades under the overall command of Major General Robert H. Milroy. Milroy’s forces were divided among three rudimentary fortifications, connected by trenches and located on the hills west of the town. These were Fort Milroy (also known as the Main Fort), the Star Fort, and the West Fort. Milroy’s three brigade commanders were Brigadier General Washington T. Elliot and Colonels William G. Ely and Andrew T. McReynolds. Colonel J. Warren Keifer commanded two small Union outposts to the northwest.

In a maneuver similar to the one performed by Major General Thomas J. Jackson the previous year, Ewell simultaneously advanced his forces toward Winchester along both the Front Royal and Valley Pikes. His corps numbered almost 20,000 veteran troops (of whom about 12,500 were actually engaged in the battle), while Milroy commanded around 6,900 men. Milroy received adequate intelligence of the Confederate approach but did not believe it, for he did not think that such a large Confederate force would be able to evade the Army of the Potomac.

On June 13, 1863, Johnson’s division, advancing on the Front Royal Pike, scattered the Union pickets and moved to assault Fort Milroy, but the Confederates were repulsed by heavy Union artillery fire. Johnson then moved troops to surround the town while awaiting Confederate reinforcements, which arrived steadily throughout the day.

The initial Union success in repulsing the Confederate assault caused Milroy to become overconfident. Believing that his forces could hold, he ignored suggestions from Washington that he might pull his troops back to Harpers Ferry. This decision proved costly for the Union, as the Winchester forts were not sufficiently strong to withstand a determined attack by infantry supported by artillery.

At dawn on June 14, Ewell’s divisions moved into positions surrounding the Union forces and opened steady artillery fire on the forts. At the same time, Early’s infantry supported by 20 guns managed to flank the West Fort unobserved, while other Confederate forces occupied the Union defenders. At about 6:00 p.m. Early’s artillery opened up for about 45 minutes, after which his Louisiana Brigade quickly advanced 300 yards across open fields and stormed the Union fort.

Ewell assumed that Milroy would attempt to evacuate his remaining forces in the night and dispatched Johnson to cut off the line of retreat. Ewell’s speculation proved correct, for following consultation with his senior commanders at 9:00 p.m., Milroy decided to attempt to break out of the Confederate trap and move to Harpers Ferry. The evacuation began at 1:00 a.m. on June 15. The departing Union infantry were able to evade Ewell’s troops in the immediate vicinity of the forts and escape from Winchester. However, at dawn on June 15, Milroy’s troops encountered Johnson’s division of three brigades, which had carried out a night flaking march and cut off the retreating Union forces at Stephenson’s Depot about four miles north of Winchester. There the Confederates had seized a key bridge and railroad embankment, and they withstood repeated Union assaults upon their position. Milroy’s attacks were uncoordinated, and when the Stonewall Brigade, advancing from Winchester, reached the battlefield, Milroy’s regiments surrendered. Milroy and his staff escaped, but most of the Union troops became prisoners.

Despite the close-quarters combat, casualties for the battle were remarkably light. Confederate casualties totaled fewer than 300, including 47 killed, while only 95 Union soldiers died in the fighting and 348 were wounded. Another 3,358 were reported missing or captured, however. In addition to the Union prisoners of war and many individual weapons, Ewell’s forces captured some 300 wagons of supplies and 23 artillery pieces. The remaining Union artillery was spiked by Union troops in the Winchester forts prior to the evacuation.

The Confederate victory in the Second Battle of Winchester opened the route for Lee to move the Army of Northern Virginia into Maryland and Pennsylvania, culminating in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), and also returned the entire Shenandoah Valley to Confederate control, thus providing much-needed food and supplies for Confederate forces.
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Winchester, Third Battle of

Event Date: September 19, 1864

Engagement during Union major general Philip Sheridan’s 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865). As in the two previous years of the Civil War, the campaign season of 1864 involved a massive invasion through the Shenandoah Valley in western Virginia. However, unlike the previous campaigns, in 1864 it was the Union that went on the offensive to capture the region and, taking the valley, never relinquished control of it.

Sheridan, commanding the Army of the Shenandoah, moved into the valley in the summer of 1864 to engage Confederate forces commanded by Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early. The Confederates were widely dispersed in a defensive line from Winchester, Virginia, to Martinsburg, West Virginia. Sheridan’s forces outnumbered those of Early by nearly 2 to 1. Sheridan had some 39,200 men, to about 21,000 for Early. Sheridan now resolved to take Winchester. Earlier battles for Winchester in 1862 and 1863 had ended in substantial Confederate victories. However, by 1864, Early was struggling to maintain his depleted forces in the field.

On September 19 Union cavalry crossed Opequon Creek east of Winchester, followed by Sheridan’s infantry. Sheridan erred, however, in funneling his advance through a narrow wooded canyon, and the movement took four hours, allowing Early time to concentrate more men than would otherwise have been the case.
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The final charge of Major General Philip Sheridan’s cavalry in the Third Battle of Winchester (Opequon Creek) in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia on September 19, 1864. (Library of Congress)

The battle opened shortly before noon with a Union frontal assault on Early’s entrenched forces. In the early stages of the fighting, Union major general Horatio G. Wright’s VI Corps attacked Confederate major general Stephen D. Ramseur’s division and drove it back, but the slow Union advance had allowed Early to bring up the divisions under Major Generals John B. Gordon and Robert E. Rodes, and these now counterattacked. Although Rodes was mortally wounded, his men drove into a gap between Wright’s VI Corps and Brigadier General William H. Emory’s XIX Corps. The timely arrival of Brigadier General David Russell’s division perhaps saved the day for Sheridan. Russell’s division now rushed to confront the Confederates in the gap. Although Russell was mortally wounded, he kept the division moving forward, and Brigadier General Emory Upton’s brigade charged the Confederates and halted their drive. Upton was seriously wounded.

As fresh Union troops reached the battlefield, Sheridan committed them to the battle. In late afternoon, Brigadier General George Crook’s Army of West Virginia (VIII Corps) struck the Confederate left and was soon joined by two divisions of Union cavalry under Brigadier Generals Wesley Merritt and William A. Averell, armed with Spencer repeating rifles that lashed the Confederate flank and sowed panic among Early’s troops. A massive Union saber charge captured more than 2,000 Confederates and drove the remaining defenders out of Winchester. Still, in the battle Sheridan’s army suffered some 5,020 casualties, the Confederates only 3,610.

Despite the disorganized flight, the majority of Early’s army survived the battle, thanks in part to the inability of Union brigadier general James Wilson’s cavalry division to block Early’s escape route. Three days later Sheridan’s men routed the Confederates at Fisher’s Hill. On October 19, one month after the Third Battle of Winchester, Early attacked Sheridan’s much larger force at the Battle of Cedar Creek. Once again, the Confederates inflicted greater losses on the Union troops but were driven from the field by the larger army. These three battles firmly established Sheridan’s grip on the valley, preventing the shipment of food grown in the area from reaching Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. The Winchester battles also significantly bolstered President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection bid and made Sheridan a national hero. Sheridan then proceeded to destroy the economic base of the region, methodically eliminating a vital source of Lee’s supplies.
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Winder, Charles Sidney

Birth Date: October 18, 1829

Death Date: August 9, 1862

Confederate officer. Charles Sidney Winder was born on October 18, 1829, in Talbot County, Maryland. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1850. Posted to the artillery, Winder spent the next 11 years on frontier and garrison assignment and by 1855 had earned promotion to captain in the new 9th Infantry, the youngest officer to hold that rank at the time.

On April 1, 1861, Winder resigned his U.S. Army commission and became an artillery major in the Confederate Army. After seeing action during the bombardment of Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina, he was advanced to colonel on July 8 and given charge of the 6th South Carolina Infantry Regiment.

Winder was elevated to brigadier general on March 7, 1862, to date from March 1. Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson selected Winder to lead the Stonewall Brigade, a decision that did not play well among its officers or enlisted men. Winder was a stickler for military protocol and regulations, and there is evidence that some enlisted men plotted to kill him during a battle. He led his brigade well during Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862), which earned Winder the reluctant respect of many in the unit. He also led them effectively during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862).

Present at the Battle of Cedar Mountain (August 9, 1862), Winder assumed command of Jackson’s division but was mortally wounded by a shell explosion. He died several hours later.
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Winder, John Henry

Birth Date: February 21, 1800

Death Date: February 7, 1865

Confederate officer. John Henry Winder was born on February 21, 1800, in Somerset County, Maryland. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1820 and was assigned to the artillery. Promoted to first lieutenant in 1833 and to captain in 1840, he fought in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), winning two brevets. On November 22, 1860, he was promoted to major of artillery but resigned his commission and offered his services to the Confederacy in April 1861.

Winder declined a regimental command before accepting the post of inspector general of military camps around Richmond, with the rank of brigadier general, on June 21, 1861. In October he became commander of the Department of Henrico, which included Richmond, and in February he also assumed the duties of provost marshal. Winder soon declared martial law to restore order to the unruly Richmond camps and developed a reputation for cold-hearted efficiency. Because most prisoners of war were held near Richmond, Winder became the de facto commissary general of prisoners, although the post was not formalized until late 1864.

Without official control over the prisoners, Winder could do little to force department commanders to obey his commands regarding captives. He is widely blamed for many of the deplorable conditions in Confederate prison camps, where the mortality rate reached 15.5 percent, but the situation was largely outside his control, and he did more than most other Confederate officials to try to mitigate it.

Conditions in the prison camps worsened substantially in 1864, but Winder had neither the manpower nor the authority to accomplish much. On June 17, 1864, he assumed personal command of the worst prisoner facility, that of Camp Sumter (Andersonville), Georgia, but could do little to slow the death rate in the camp. Confederate authorities, meanwhile, increased Winder’s role by creating the position of commissary general of prisoners, charged with supervising all Confederate prisoner-of-war camps east of the Mississippi.

Winder died of a heart attack on February 7, 1865, while inspecting a camp in Florence, South Carolina.
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Winslow, John Ancrum

Birth Date: November 19, 1811

Death Date: September 29, 1873

Union naval officer. Born in Wilmington, North Carolina, on November 19, 1811, John Ancrum Winslow secured an appointment as a midshipman on February 1, 1827. Winslow was promoted to passed midshipman on June 10, 1833, and to lieutenant on December 9, 1839. He was assigned to the Brazil Squadron before fighting in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). After taking part in the capture of Tabasco, Winslow received his first independent command, the schooner Union. On December 16, 1846, the Union ran onto a reef near Veracruz and was a total loss. Transferred to the frigate Raritan, Winslow struck up a friendship with fellow officer Raphael Semmes.

From 1849 to 1855, Winslow divided his time between the Boston Navy Yard and the Pacific Squadron. Promoted to commander on September 14, 1855, he was serving as inspector of lighthouses at Boston when the Civil War began. In a naval career of almost 34 years, Winmslow had served 15 years in sea duty and 8 in assignments ashore. Ten years had been spent waiting orders in a navy with too many officers for available assignments.
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Captain John A. Winslow (third from left) with his officers of the U.S. Navy screw sloop Kearsarge after its defeat and sinking of the Confederate commerce raider Alabama, June 19, 1864. (National Archives)

Winslow was assigned to the Western Flotilla under Flag Officer Andrew Hull Foote in October 1861. On December 8 while commanding the ironclad St. Louis, Winslow was seriously injured in an accident when a chain snapped, but he insisted on returning to duty in only a few weeks. He was promoted to captain effective July 16, 1862. When the more junior Captain David D. Porter was given command of the Mississippi Squadron as an acting rear admiral, Winslow was reassigned to the East.

On April 8, 1863, Winslow assumed command of the steam sloop Kearsarge in European waters with orders to search for Confederate raiders. In February 1864, the Kearsarge blockaded CSS Rappahannock at Calais. In June 1864, Winslow was informed that the raider Alabama, commanded by his former friend Semmes, was at Cherbourg, and Winslow hurried there. On June 19, 1864, the Kearsarge defeated and sank the Alabama in an engagement off the French coast. The victory brought Winslow promotion to commodore in early 1865, with the date of rank effective June 19, 1864. He spent the remainder of the war cruising for other Confederate raiders.

During 1866 and 1867, Winslow commanded the Gulf Squadron. He had on board duty and then commanded the Portsmouth Navy Yard (1869–1870). Advanced to rear admiral on March 2, 1870, Winslow commanded the Pacific Squadron until the summer of 1872. Poor health necessitated his retirement in 1872, but a special act of Congress enabled him to draw full pay. Winslow died in Boston on September 29, 1873.
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Winston County, Alabama

Unionist county popularly known as “The Free State of Winston County.” Winston County, Alabama, was so-named because many of its citizens disagreed with Alabama’s decision to secede from the Union. The county was first established in 1850 from what was then Walker County and was named after Alabama’s first governor, John A. Winston.

Winston County is in northwestern Alabama at the southern terminus of the Appalachian Mountains. As in much of southern Appalachia, many of its people did not support secession from the Union in 1861. Indeed, their counterparts in Virginia were successful in seceding from Virginia to form pro-Union West Virginia, and many in Winston County wanted to follow that model. County residents were generally poor and maintained marginal farms with few, if any, slaves. Cotton was not an important crop because the climate and terrain were not conducive to its cultivation. In 1860 there were only 122 slaves in the entire county. Thus, few white citizens felt threatened by the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860.

Winston County sought to remain neutral in the Civil War, and after a vote at Looney’s Tavern in early April 1861, citizens officially voted for neutrality. As Union forces moved south after victories at Forts Henry and Donelson and Shiloh in early 1862, the state government in Montgomery made suppression of Union sympathy in Winston County a high priority by drafting county citizens into the Confederate Army. There was considerable evasion of the draft, however, with young men often fleeing to isolated areas of the county. Some of those drafted deserted to the Union side.

By the end of the war, Winston County had provided more soldiers for the Union than for the Confederacy, particularly the 1st Alabama Cavalry of the U.S. Volunteers.
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Wire Entanglements

Battlefield obstructions. The Civil War saw the introduction on the battlefield of numerous military innovations, some of which realized their true potential only later. One such example was the use of wire as an impediment to attacking infantry. The first use of wire in this fashion probably occurred in the Union defense of Fort Sanders on November 29, 1863, during the Knoxville Campaign (November–December 1863), when Major General Ambrose E. Burnside’s men strung telegraph wire between tree stumps in front of a portion of the Union line. Union troops again employed telegraph wire during the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 16, 1864), this time with considerable success. Attacking Confederates became entangled in the wire and were shot down.

By the 1860s, manufacturers experimented with adding sharp points to wire used for fencing in the American West. In 1868 Michael Kelly invented a wire with points that was used in quantity until 1874, when Joseph Glidden of DeKalb, Illinois, came up with a process whereby barbs were placed at intervals on smooth wire and fixed in place by a twisted second wire. Subsequently, hundreds of patents were issued on thousands of varieties of barbed wire based on this principle.

The British employed barbed wire to protect their military encampments during the Second Boer War (1899–1902), but World War I saw its first extensive military employment. Once the front lines on the Western Front stabilized at the end of 1914, combatants erected wire barriers to break up enemy attacks and to prevent trench raids; wire was also used to secure prisoners. During World War II, barbed wire was a feature of concentration camps and prisoner-of-war facilities. More lethal razor wire (concertina wire) was developed and utilized during the Vietnam War and other late-20th-century conflicts.
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Wirz, Heinrich Hartmann

Birth Date: November 25, 1823

Death Date: November 10, 1865

Confederate officer. Heinrich Hartmann Wirz, better known as Henry Wirz, was born in Zurich, Switzerland, on November 25, 1823. He attended the University of Zurich for a time to study medicine, but his father insisted that he leave to enter business. Wirtz was imprisoned briefly in the 1840s. Although the exact offense is unknown, it may have had to do with embezzlement. He immigrated to the United States in 1849.

Wirz worked for a time in a factory in Lawrence, Massachusetts, before going to Kentucky, where he was a doctor’s assistant. After failing in an effort to set up his own practice, he moved to Louisiana, where he was employed on a plantation as a physician and known as “Dr. Wirz.”

With the beginning of the Civil War, Wirz enlisted in the 4th Louisiana Battalion and was assigned to Virginia. On the first day of fighting in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862), Wirz was severely wounded, losing the use of his right arm and experiencing pain the rest of his life. Commissioned a captain, he was assigned to the staff of Brigadier General John H. Winder, who had charge of Union prisoners at Richmond, Virginia. Winder placed Wirz in charge of the military prison in Richmond.

In December 1862 Wirz was sent to Europe on a diplomatic assignment. He returned in February 1864. Promoted to major, he was then assigned to command Andersonville Prison in Georgia; the prisoner-of-war camp was also known as Camp Sumter. Conditions in the camp were perhaps the worst of any prison camp of the war, North or South. Between its establishment in February 1864 and the end of the war in April 1865, 41,000 Union prisoners were held there, and nearly 13,000 died. Wirz received much of the blame, although it was circumstances beyond his control such as lack of shelter, virulent disease, and shortages of medicines, vegetables, and supplies of all kinds that were responsible. Another key factor in the suffering of the prisoners at Andersonville was the end of prisoner exchanges; this led to massive overcrowding, which the inadequate Confederate logistical system could not handle.

Arrested in May 1865 and sent to Washington, D.C., Wirz was charged with “impairing the health and destroying the lives of prisoners.” In August, a military commission headed by Major General Lew Wallace convened to try Wirz. Much of the prosecution testimony during the three-month-long trail was based on hearsay, but a man going by the name of Felix de la Baume, who proved to be a particularly eloquent speaker, named a victim killed directly by Wirz. De la Baume was rewarded with a position in the Department of the Interior while the trial was still in progress.

Wirz was found guilty of murder and condemned to death on November 6, 1865. He wrote President Andrew Johnson pleading for mercy, but the letter was not answered. Wirz was hanged on a gallows erected at the site of the present U.S. Supreme Court building on November 10. After Wirz’s execution, de la Baume was unmasked as a Union deserter named Felix Oeser and promptly disappeared. Wirz was one of only two men tried, convicted, and executed for war crimes during the Civil War. The other was Tennessee Confederate guerrilla Champ Ferguson.

Wirz’s superior, Confederate brigadier general John D. Imboden, who testified for the defense at the trial, believed that Wirz was innocent of the charges against him and attributed his conviction to the fact that he was a foreigner with few friends. Certainly Wirz’s overbearing personality played a role. Wirz was undoubtedly more a victim of wartime hysteria and the search for scapegoats than any crimes he may have ordered.
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Union soldiers adjust the rope for the execution of former Confederate Army captain Heinrich (Henry) Wirz in November 1865 in Washington, D.C. Wirz had commanded the notorious Andersonville Prison Camp in Georgia. More the victim of wartime hysteria, the search for scaepgoats, and the fact that he was a foreigner than anything else, Wirz was one of only two men tried, convicted, and executed for war crimes during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

Wisconsin

Upper midwestern state bordered to the south by Illinois, to the north by Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and Lake Superior, to the east by Lake Michigan, and to the west by Iowa and Minnesota. Much of Wisconsin’s western boundary is along the Mississippi River. Despite having only been admitted to the Union in 1848, its population had grown rapidly, and in 1860 Wisconsin had a population of 775,881 people. Wisconsin boasted one of the nation’s leading agricultural economies. Until about 1850, wheat had been the main source of agricultural output, but soil depletion, insects, and other hazards had made wheat production increasingly unpopular. As wheat production shifted to Iowa and Minnesota, dairy farming and livestock raising soon displaced it as the leading agricultural endeavor of Wisconsin farmers. In the densely forested northern part of the state, logging was the major economic resource. Not surprisingly, Wisconsin was predominantly rural and possessed few cities of any notable size.

Because of its decidedly northern location and the lack of slave labor, Wisconsin remained loyal to the Union and provided many soldiers and millions of pounds of raw material for the war effort. Unlike the border states, Wisconsin suffered very few political or social fractures as a result of the war.

Between 1861 and 1865, Wisconsin provided 91,379 men to the Union war effort. Of that number, 79,934 were volunteers, and 11,445 were substitutes or draftees. The men served in 52 full regiments plus smaller cavalry and artillery units. Also included were sharpshooters, scouts, sailors, 3 brigade bands, and African American units. Between 1861 and 1862 alone, Wisconsin assembled 11 infantry regiments, 3 of which (the 2nd, 6th, and 7th Wisconsin Infantry Regiments) along with the 19th Indiana formed the legendary Iron Brigade of the West. Some 11,583 Wisconsin soldiers and sailors died in the Civil War from battle wounds and disease or illness.

Out of Wisconsin came Brigadier General Lewis Cass Hunt and the dashing Cushing brothers—William B. Cushing, Alonzo B. Cushing, and Howard B. Cushing. Alonzo was killed during Pickett’s Charge at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Major General William T. Sherman, quite enamored with Wisconsin troops, once boasted that a “Wisconsin regiment [was estimated to be] equal to an ordinary brigade.” Wisconsin soldiers saw action in every Southern state with the exception of Florida.

In addition to the many troops that Wisconsin raised for the war effort, it also provided an estimated 17 million pounds of lead, wool, and food raised on 2 million acres of land throughout the state. The logging industry also contributed greatly to the war effort, especially in shipbuilding, paper production, and other industries requiring the use of wood products.
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Wise, Henry Alexander

Birth Date: December 3, 1806

Death Date: September 12, 1876

Governor of Virginia and Confederate officer. Henry Alexander Wise was born in Drummondtown, Virginia, on December 3, 1806. The brother-in-law of future U.S. Army general George Gordon Meade, Wise graduated from Washington College (Pennsylvania) in 1825. Three years later he moved to Tennessee and opened a law office in Nashville. Returning to Virginia in 1830, he entered politics as a staunch advocate of states’ rights. Elected to the U.S. Congress as a Democrat, Wise represented Virginia from March 1833 to February 1844. He turned down an invitation from President John Tyler to become secretary of the navy but accepted an appointment as minister to France. Failing to win confirmation by the U.S. Senate, Wise served as minister to Brazil (1844–1847). He was governor of Virginia from January 1856 to January 1860. A member of the 1861 Virginia Secession Convention, Wise strongly supported secession and on April 17, in the midst of the secession debate, declared that he had ordered Virginia militiamen to seize the Harpers Ferry Arsenal and the Gosport (Norfolk) Naval Yard.

With the beginning of the Civil War, although he had no military training and was past middle age, Wise volunteered for service and accepted an appointment on June 5, 1861, as a brigadier general. He commanded Wise’s Legion and other Confederate troops in western Virginia (West Virginia) under General Robert E. Lee and then served under Lee in North Carolina. Wise commanded the District of Roanoke during the Union capture of Roanoke Island (February 7–8, 1862). He also took part in the defense of Charleston, South Carolina, under General P. G. T. Beauregard and served in Florida. Wise saw combat in the Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (March 16, 1864) and then served in the defense of Richmond and Petersburg and throughout the Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865).
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Henry A. Wise was governor of Virginia during 1856–1860. A staunch supporter of secession, Wise, who had no prior military training, served as a brigadier general in the Confederate forces during the Civil War. (Library of Congress)

Paroled at Appomattox on April 9, 1865, Wise resumed his law practice in Richmond. In 1872 he published a book, Seven Decades of the Union. Wise never sought amnesty or the restoration of his civil rights. He died in Richmond on September 12, 1876. Wise County, Virginia, was named for him on its establishment in 1856.
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Withers, Jones Mitchell

Birth Date: January 12, 1814

Death Date: March 13, 1890

Confederate officer. Jones Mitchell Withers was born on January 12, 1814, in Madison County, Alabama, and graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1835. He resigned his newly won second lieutenant’s commission in December 1835. He then studied law and briefly served as a state volunteer in military operations against the Creeks. Passing the bar in 1837, Withers opened a legal practice and subsequently became a cotton agent. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served as lieutenant colonel of the 13th U.S. Infantry and then colonel of the 9th U.S. Infantry. After the war he resumed his business interests, served in the state legislature, and was mayor of Mobile (1858–1861).

In the spring of 1861, Withers left behind his electoral duties to accept the colonelcy of the 3rd Alabama Infantry. On July 10, 1861, he was appointed brigadier general and was given charge of the District of Alabama on September 12; in January 1862 he was also given charge of the state’s Gulf Coast defenses. In March 1862, Withers took command of the 2nd Division, II Corps, Army of Mississippi. He led the division ably during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) and was advanced to major general, to date from April 6.

Withers next led his division in the Kentucky Campaign (August 14–October 26, 1862). His command was in the thick of the fight at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where it suffered casualties of nearly 26 percent. Withers fell ill during the Tullahoma Campaign (June 23–July 3, 1863), and on August 13 he was compelled to relinquish his command to Major General Thomas C. Hindman. After six months on medical leave, Withers took command of the District of North Alabama on February 6, 1864. With his health still precarious, he assumed command of Alabama’s reserve forces on July 27, 1864, in what was largely an administrative position. He remained in Alabama until war’s end.

Postbellum, Withers resumed his interests in the cotton trade and again served as mayor of Mobile. During 1878 and 1879, he was the treasurer of Mobile. Withers also served as editor of the Mobile Tribune. During the 1880s, he was a claims agent in Washington, D.C. Withers died in Mobile, on March 13, 1890.
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Wittenmyer, Annie Turner

Birth Date: August 26, 1827

Death Date: February 2, 1900

Reformer, social activist, and Civil War nurse. Sarah Ann (Annie) Turner was born on August 26, 1827, in Sandy Springs, Ohio. In 1847 she married merchant William Wittenmyer and three years later moved to Keokuk, Iowa. In March 1853 Annie Wittenmyer began her life of charitable work, founding the first tuition-free school for underprivileged children. William died in 1860, leaving Annie a single mother.

When the Civil War began, Wittenmyer joined the Union war effort as a nurse in a local hotel then serving as a hospital. The unsanitary conditions, inadequate food, and psychological turmoil that the soldiers suffered horrified her. In 1861 the Keokuk Ladies’ Soldiers’ Aid Society (KLSAS) elected Wittenmyer its corresponding secretary. In that capacity she visited the hospitals in her region to determine their needs, gathered and distributed supplies, secured transportation for the wounded, and helped organize a coalition of women’s groups.

Wittenmyer’s work was often impeded by the Iowa branch of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, run by local men with connections to state politicians. To circumvent these problems, Wittenmyer eventually accepted a salaried position as one of the Iowa state sanitary agents. Once the state legislature approved her position in September 1862, she and the KLSAS gained official status. As a sanitary agent, she continued collecting and distributing food, medicine, bandages, clothing, and beds.

Wittenmyer gained nationwide fame through her establishment of more than 100 Special Diet Kitchens in Union Army hospitals. She worked to reorganize kitchens so that each patient would receive individualized doctor-prescribed menus, suitable for that patient’s condition. Wittenmyer’s model helped save countless lives as the wounded and ill began receiving healthier, better-tasting, and more nutritious food. At her request, the United States Christian Commission agreed to help fund and organize these kitchens. Wittenmyer hired the staff, appointed managers, and supervised the 200 paid women working in the kitchens.

Wittenmyer had other concerns as well. She began organizing orphanages in Iowa for Union soldiers’ children in the autumn of 1863, with the first one opening in 1864. In 1865 she applied to Congress for and received barracks in Davenport, Iowa, where the Iowa Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home was built later that year. During the next three decades, Wittenmyer published several books and articles.

Wittenmyer is perhaps best known as the founder and first president of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, organized in 1874. In 1889 she moved to Pennsylvania and was elected president of the Woman’s Relief Work of the Grand Army of the Republic, a national organization dedicated to helping former Union hospital workers obtain homes and pensions. She helped ensure the passage of the Army Nurses Pension Law in 1892. Wittenmyer died on February 2, 1900, in Sanatoga, Pennsylvania.
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Wofford, William Tatum

Birth Date: June 28, 1824

Death Date: May 22, 1884

Confederate officer. William Tatum Wofford was born in Habersham County, Georgia, on June 28, 1824. He was educated in local public schools and studied law in Athens, Georgia. Wofford subsequently opened a law practice in Cassville, Georgia, and during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848) served as a volunteer cavalryman. After that conflict, he oversaw a large Georgia plantation, edited the Cassville Standard, and served in the Georgia legislature. Seeking to avoid secession, which he believed was ill conceived, he took a pro-Union stand at the Georgia Secession Convention in 1861.

After Georgia seceded, Wofford saw little alternative but to go along with it, and he was appointed colonel of the 18th Georgia Infantry, which was assigned to Brigadier General John Bell Hood’s Texas Brigade, leading it on the Virginia Peninsula and during the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). As senior colonel, Wofford assumed command of Hood’s Texas Brigade ably led it at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), the Battle of South Mountain (September 14, 1862), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). The command was not a permanent one, however, and Wofford was not promoted to brigadier general until January 17, 1863, replacing Brigadier General Thomas R. Cobb, who had been killed in action.

Wofford performed brilliantly at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863) and was lauded for his actions in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). He was wounded twice in 1864, at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House Campaign (May 8–21, 1864). Wofford’s unit suffered a setback in the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864). As part of Major General Joseph Kershaw’s division, the unit moved to the Shenandoah Valley and saw much action, including the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864). Wofford was dispatched to northern Georgia in January 1865, where he attempted to bring about civil order and provide food and provisions to the beleaguered civilian population.

After surrendering in April 1865, Wofford was temporarily detained before being released in May 1865. After the war, he practiced law and also held positions in the railroad industry and education. Although he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1865, Radical Republicans would not permit him to take his seat. He remained in Georgia, where he was quite active in local and state politics. In 1877 he served as a delegate to Georgia’s state constitutional convention. Wofford died at Cass Station, Georgia, on May 22, 1884.
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Woman’s Order

Event Date: May 15, 1862

Order issued by Major General Benjamin Butler chiefly to prohibit the city’s women from taunting Union occupation troops. General Order No. 28, also known as the Woman’s Order, was Butler’s attempt to prevent incidents that might incite paroled Confederate men to overwhelm the Union occupation of New Orleans. After the mayor of New Orleans surrendered the city to Union forces, the women of the city made known their bitter resentment of the Union presence in the most public manner possible. For example, Captain David Farragut had a chamber pot emptied over his head from an upstairs window, and women would sing patriotic Confederate songs to taunt Union soldiers, spit on Union soldiers, and cross the street if a Northern soldier appeared on the same sidewalk. Despite considerable restraint on the part of the occupation troops, the insults continued. With the infamous Woman’s Order, Butler hoped to reduce the abuse before his men were pressed too far and there was outright violence.

The order read: “As the officers and soldiers of the United States have been subject to repeated insults from the women (calling themselves ladies) of New Orleans in return for the most scrupulous non-interference and courtesy on our part, it is ordered that hereafter when any female shall by word, gesture, or movement insult or show contempt for any officer or soldier of the United States she shall be regarded and held liable to be treated as a woman of the town plying her avocation.”

General Order No. 28 had the desired effect. When Confederate women learned that they would be treated as common prostitutes for insulting or demeaning the occupying officers and soldiers, most of the abuse stopped. There were notable exceptions, however, such as Mrs. Philip Philips, who was arrested and imprisoned on Ship Island for 10 weeks for laughing when a Union officer’s funeral procession passed her house. Butler’s order, however, incited such indignation and criticism throughout the Confederacy and Europe that he earned the nickname “Beast Butler” for it.

Thomas O. Moore, Confederate governor of Louisiana, railed against Butler’s order in an official proclamation dated May 24, 1862. “The exhibition of any disgust or repulsiveness by the women of New Orleans to the hated invaders of their home and the slayers of their fathers, brothers, and husbands,” Moore wrote to the people of Louisiana, “shall constitute a justification to a brutal soldiery for the indulgence of their lust.” Louisiana’s governor turned General Order No. 28 into a call to arms to resist the Union invaders. Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederacy, pronounced Butler “an outlaw and common enemy of mankind” who would be executed by hanging if captured by Confederate forces.
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Women

From 1861 to 1865, American women met the challenges of war in many different ways. They devoted themselves to the war effort in their work, homes, politics, and activism. Whether civilians, soldiers, laborers, combatants, pacifists, spies, nurses, casualties, slaves, reformers, relief workers, or refugees, women participated in every aspect of the war. Their diverse wartime experiences also reflected the influence of race, class, and religion as well as location, age, marital status, and educational level.

Women in Southern and border states were more likely to have found their lifestyles spontaneously and radically changed by the war. As slaves fled or were freed, white women in slave-owning families performed more physical labor and found their change in status difficult to accept. Highly reliant on African American slave labor, white plantation women struggled with both moral and physical survival as the pressure of wartime work undermined the ideals of genteel Southern white womanhood.

Many white Southern women were passionately devoted to the Confederate cause. They contributed much of their labor and resources to the war effort, and they donated hand-sewn uniforms, supplies of every kind, and food to the army. White plantation women were a very small percentage of the Southern population, but the fears provoked by war and the difficulties inherent in reconciling feminine ideals with wartime realities were widespread.

Upper-class Cherokee women in Indian Territory also struggled with the crisis of civil war. They too faced the difficult loss of their elite status as slaveholders as well as the violence of guerrilla fighting. The departure of many Cherokee men to the Confederate Army not only left the women vulnerable but also provoked gender and cultural conflict by emphasizing the role of men as warriors and the role of women as cultivators. The tension between traditional Cherokee values and assimilated values was therefore compounded, creating class and tribal factionalism. Many Cherokee women simply fled the multilayered hostility, becoming refugees.

African American slave women found their understandings of black womanhood and authority changing drastically with the prospect of freedom. Some fled, abandoning the mistresses and families they had served and oftentimes facing bewildered former owners who could not understand their departure. Many remained, believing that they needed the protection and resources of their white owners. For slave women, who were particularly vulnerable, the threat of violence from both Union and Confederate armies was ever-present and deeply troubling.
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A Civil War–era composite of women sewing and doing laundry for soldiers, a nun visiting an injured soldier, and a woman writing a letter for a wounded soldier. (Library of Congress)

Women of all classes and races in the South, the border states, and the Trans-Mississippi West were often in the path of regular and irregular armies. Female civilians became targets of unconventional warfare for many reasons. Guerrillas sought to drive opposition from their territory through terror or stole food and livestock, leaving families without resources. Women were victims of assault, rape, and torture.

As occasional supporters and participants in guerrilla warfare, women experienced many different roles. Some adhered strictly to gender conventions, acting within their positions as wives, lovers, mothers, and sisters, while others acted outside prescribed norms of female behavior. For example, Malinda Blalock dressed as a man to enlist in the 26th North Carolina Infantry Regiment with her husband Kirk Blalock, but they were soon discharged and became Unionist guerrillas, responsible for several bloody skirmishes.

Women supplied male guerrillas with food, shelter, and information, often jeopardizing themselves to provide these items. If caught, they were subject to arrest and jail. Women were also victims and casualties. Refugees fled to avoid persecution, only to find themselves more vulnerable to guerrilla attacks. Refugee women faced starvation and exposure, and when they were relocated they often found overcrowded accommodations with poor sanitation and high rates of disease. Without male support or resources, they had difficulties feeding and caring for themselves and their children and therefore became more vulnerable to exploitation.

In the North, the threat from armies was much less distinct, but lifestyle changes were equally transforming. Upper- and middle-class women assumed new roles. Like Southern women, Northern women also managed households, farms, and businesses alone. They also filled wartime vacancies as clerks and teachers, expanded the role of women outside the home, and moved into many professions that had been heretofore exclusively male.

Clara Barton was one such woman. Working as a clerk in Washington, D.C., she began organizing relief efforts for wounded soldiers and eventually founded the American Red Cross. Nursing became professionalized early in the Civil War, as Dorothea Dix, the superintendent of the U.S. Army Nurses, transformed nursing into a respectable career for women. Many men were reluctant to allow women to pursue this occupation, but by war’s end, nearly 10,000 women had nursed in the field for both armies, the U.S. Sanitary Commission, and other similar organizations.

Working-class women, particularly in the North, continued their employment in factories and mills. The war created new stresses for these women, however, who found their poverty-level existence further diminished by greater competition, the absence of a second (male) wage earner, and wartime inflation. Large numbers of widows and single parents moved into the job market during the war, as military service reduced the available male labor force. Unfortunately, the increased demand for goods such as uniforms and shoes did not equal the surge in female labor. Prior to 1861, working-class women had sometimes improved conditions through organization and strikes, but the wartime influx of women into the labor force reduced their bargaining power tremendously.

Free black civilians (mainly in the North) were often tradespeople and property-owning farmers as well as domestic servants and agricultural workers. Fear of violence and kidnapping reduced African American women’s ability to work and provide for their families in the North. In border areas, free women and children were in constant danger from the Confederate Army, which often rounded up and impressed them into service as contraband. If captured, they might be resold into slavery or forced to work as servants, cooks, and laundresses for the military. Often they faced sexual assault and abuse in these positions.

Women also pursued reform and activist agendas during the war. Northern women such as Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Sojourner Truth continued working as antislavery and women’s rights advocates by lecturing and writing extensively on these subjects. Many abolitionists also promoted nonviolence and vocally opposed the war, supporting instead conscientious objectors and freedmen’s aid societies. In 1863 Susan B. Anthony protested the pairing of President Abraham Lincoln and Union mothers in support of the war. Mott lectured against war toys for children and military training in schools. These women set the stage for postwar suffrage and feminist-pacifist campaigns.

Women of many ethnicities and classes actively pursued work with the military not just as nurses but also as volunteers, vivandières (women who sell food and other supplies to troops), spies, prostitutes, and soldiers. Inspired by patriotism or devotion to a spouse, many women took to the field. In 1864 Elizabeth Bacon Custer accompanied her new husband, Brigadier General George Armstrong Custer, to his brigade’s winter quarters in Brandy Station, where she entertained the officers. Scottish immigrant Kady Brownell was an army child raised around the world on British posts. She left her position as a domestic servant to enlist with her husband Robert, becoming a color-bearer and daughter of the regiment and accompanying the 1st Rhode Island Infantry into battle.

Many women altered their appearance and enlisted in military units disguised as men. Maria Lewis served for 18 months in the 8th New York Cavalry Regiment; she was an African American woman who passed as a white man to serve the Union. Jennie Hodgers enlisted in the 95th Illinois Infantry under the name Albert Cashier, serving for three years and maintaining her male dress and lifestyle until she was hospitalized in 1911.

The experiences of women during the Civil War were as diverse as the women themselves. Many women supported the war in traditional and nontraditional ways, while others worked as activists for peace or fled the fighting as refugees. These experiences led to profound postwar changes for women, including the women’s rights and suffrage movements, labor organization, and new societal gender norms.
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Women Soldiers

As many as several thousand women served as soldiers on both sides in the American Civil War, and documentation exists to suggest that they performed duties in infantry, cavalry, artillery, and home defense units. Some performed unofficial military duties that merely skirted the limits of accepted female behavior and labor, while others adopted a male identity to enlist as regular soldiers in both the Union Army and the Confederate Army. These women endured military training, camp life, and battle alongside their male counterparts.

Among those female soldiers who adopted a male persona to serve in the army, three are particularly well documented. Sarah Emma Edmonds, who enlisted as “Franklin Thompson” in the 2nd Michigan Infantry, served as a male nurse, postmaster, and mail carrier; saw military action at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862); and eventually deserted in 1864 to avoid discovery. She later married and wrote about her experiences, and in 1884 she received a service pension. Jennie Hodgers served in the 95th Illinois Infantry Volunteers from 1862 to 1865. She continued to live and work as a male laborer, collected a service pension, joined the veterans’ organization the Grand Army of the Republic, and received extended care at the Soldiers and Sailors Home in Quincy, Illinois. Sarah Rosetta Wakeman served in the New York Volunteers. Correspondence to her family indicated that she had adjusted to camp life, earned adequate money, and had “a good time a soldier[ing].”

For many Southern women, moreover, the home front became the battlefield, and they met the challenges with a number of creative approaches that included overt and covert acts of resistance and sabotage. In addition to regular female soldiers, women also lived and worked closely with military units as nurses, caregivers, laundresses, and cooks; several were buried with full military honors. Women traveled with the troops and sold food, supplies, and liquor. A few were known as daughters or mothers of the regiment. These unofficial soldiers often endured the hardships of austere locations while clothed in elaborate costumes designed to inspire and motivate the troops. By 1862, for the most part the war’s brutality had discouraged this practice.

The existence of women soldiers was significant given the strict boundaries of acceptable female behavior and appropriate attire and the customary gender division of labor. Women served for a variety of reasons that included a desire to accompany their husbands, brothers, or other loved ones; patriotism; adventure; and opportunity. Some perhaps sought to escape from abusive relationships, the unhappiness of arranged marriages, or tedious and hard farm living. They continued their ruse primarily due to wartime expediency: manpower needs overshadowed careful physical examinations, and military training consisted largely of drill rather than intense physical training. Moreover, soldiers rarely bathed or changed their loose-fitting clothes while living outdoors, and the common occurrence of employing young boys for lighter duty work, such as courier and mail service, further precluded scrutiny. If discovered, female soldiers were most often dismissed, although at least a few continued their service through collusion or silent acquiescence.

As the knowledge of female soldiers became more widespread after the war, the impact of these individuals becomes difficult to determine. Overall, the competence that women displayed and the confidence they gained through experience left a distinct legacy of increased political, social, and economic awareness that led many to continue to question the boundaries of proper feminine behavior and gender roles, to expand women’s participation in the public sphere, and eventually to press for suffrage rights, better education, and economic equality.
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Women’s Relief Societies

Organizations formed by civilian women in the Union and Confederacy to assist with the health care and material needs of soldiers. Also frequently called Ladies’ Soldiers Aid Societies, Soldiers’ Aid Societies, or Bonnet Brigades, the primary goals of women’s relief societies included procuring or producing military clothing, providing nursing services and food, and acting as volunteers in a variety of capacities. The primary relief society during the war was the U.S. Sanitary Commission (USCC), which proved crucial in saving lives of Union soldiers during and after major battles.

Initially, supplies from individual women were sent to loved ones in the military. At first there were no organized groups of women who assisted soldiers, and local societies restricted their efforts to men from their own community or state. As the war progressed, however, families banded together, and by the early summer of 1861 more than 20,000 local aid societies existed in the Union and the Confederacy.

On April 29, 1861, a meeting of 3,000 New York women, under the supervision of Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell, formed the Women’s Central Relief Association (WCRA). Its purpose was to organize aid efforts, produce clothing and medical supplies, and furnish trained nurses. The WCRA had no official government status or authority.

Efficient management and staffing of hospitals and the organized distribution of medical supplies were desperately needed during the war. Modeled after the British Sanitary Commission and the work of Florence Nightingale, the USSC was established on June 18, 1861. The USSC aided and unified the efforts of individual aid societies, quickly absorbing the WCRA. Through some 7,000 local branches, the USSC, which was funded entirely by donations, promoted hygienic conditions in Union Army camps and continued the training of women nurses.

There were no centralized government-sanctioned women’s relief associations in the South akin to the USCC. Local women’s organizations sent medical supplies, clothing, and food to Confederate Army units, and several made attempts to furnish nurses. As the war progressed, most Southern aid societies were disrupted because of military retreat, occupation, wartime hardships, civilian displacement, and a scarcity of supplies. Only a handful of Southern societies, such as the Ladies’ Hospital in Richmond and the Association for the Relief of Maimed Soldiers in the South, were able to provide services throughout the war.

Other Union relief agencies were organized for specific functions. The Western Sanitary Commission was formed in 1861 for the purpose of assisting Union communities along the Mississippi River and in the Trans-Mississippi theater. The United States Christian Commission (USCC) was instituted to provide religious support for Union soldiers. The USCC distributed Bibles, religious books, newspapers, tracts, magazines, and supplies to hospitals, camps, prisons and battlefields.
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Women’s War Journals and Memoirs

During the Civil War, women on both sides of the great struggle wrote journals, diaries, and memoirs, which offer keen and unique insights into the conflict. History has sometimes appeared to be the record of rulers and conquerors, few of them women. Yet in recent years, an increased interest in the private lives of those who lived in the past has focused attention on the personal writings of women.

At the time of the Civil War, writing was already considered a proper occupation for women, even one of their few possible professions. It is therefore not surprising that women of both the Union and the Confederacy would chronicle the war in personal letters, diaries, and memoirs. Produced in a variety of locations and situations, some were intended for publication, while others were purely private. A few women acknowledged that they wrote simply to maintain their sanity in a world torn apart by violence and loss.

Two young women in Louisiana who left detailed accounts of wartime experiences were Clara Solomon (1845–1907) and Sarah Morgan (1843–1909). Solomon, who kept her diary for personal amusement, was a member of the prosperous Jewish community of New Orleans. Although her family honored the Sabbath (Saturday), in most ways they were fully assimilated into the gracious society of the city. Their one slave was treated almost as a family member. While Solomon was never forced to endure the hardships of many Confederate women, her diary made clear her resentment of the military occupation led by Major General Benjamin Butler, referred to as “Spoons Butler” for his alleged theft of Confederate silverware. Solomon also recorded amusing episodes of passive resistance among the citizens of New Orleans, along with the harsh reprisals sometimes visited upon them.

Sarah Morgan, only 19 years old when her diary begins, lived in Baton Rouge. Her family was forced to abandon their handsome home, not knowing what its fate would be, whether it would be reduced to ashes or merely plundered. She wrote of stately mansions ransacked, with libraries ruined, china smashed, carved sideboards split open with axes, and parlors stripped of furnishings and accent pieces. She also described slaves scurrying about hiding silver and antique furnishings. Unable to take her pet bird with her when she left, she tearfully gave him his freedom. In retreat, Morgan witnessed heartrending scenes of slave mothers searching for their scattered babies.

Certainly the most valuable Southern war diary belonged to Mary Chesnut (1823–1886), who has been called “the Homer of the American Trojan War.” Chesnut, the wife of a former U.S. senator and a personal friend of Mrs. Jefferson Davis, first lady of the Confederacy, wrote from a decidedly upper-class perspective with a clear eye to later publication about events in Washington, D.C.; Charleston, South Carolina; Montgomery, Alabama; and Richmond, Virginia. Despite her Confederate loyalties, she clearly appraised life in the antebellum South, describing her father-in-law’s Mulberry Plantation as “a horrid nightmare” because of the brood of mixed-race children he had fathered. Her hatred of slavery was as strong as that of any Union woman. Plantation wives, she said, faced the daily burden of feeding, clothing, and keeping well a vast household of servants yet lived in constant fear of a slave revolt.

The memoir of yet another Southern woman, Susie King Taylor (1848–1912), was unique in several respects. Although born a slave and educated illegally in South Carolina, she became a writer of genuine talent. During the war she worked as laundress, cook, teacher, and nurse for the regiment composed of African Americans recruited in South Carolina. She survived the war, recording its unhappy aftermath in which freed slaves continued to endure hardships that were sometimes more trying than slavery itself.

On the Northern side of the conflict, the most interesting personal writings are those of Elizabeth Blair Lee (1818–1906), Esther Hill Hawks (1833–1906), and Louisa May Alcott (1832–1888). Lee detailed life in wartime Washington, D.C., in lengthy letters written to her husband, a Union naval officer and cousin of General Robert E. Lee. Her residence was her family home, Blair House, later to be purchased by the federal government as a guesthouse for visiting dignitaries. Located across from the White House, it gave her a ringside seat at important events. Her account of the April 1865 Lincoln assassination was especially poignant. After the assassination, Blair became a chief comforter of Mary Todd Lincoln.

Hawks, unlike Elizabeth Blair Lee, was a rare professional woman, a graduate of the New England Female Medical College. She ventured south to care for black troops serving in the Union Army. In her journals, she reported a hungry, troubled land where slaves were bewildered by sudden liberation, carpetbaggers feathered their own nests, and occupation troops so far from home had lost their moral compass.

Unlike the other women, Alcott was already a published author when she produced Hospital Sketches (1863), an account of her brief service as a nurse at Georgetown’s Union Hospital (in Washington, D.C.). A literary journal, clearly shaped for publication, Hospital Sketches described a hospital so frightful that many wounded men preferred to take their chances of recovery at camp. The poor sanitation, crowding, and barbarous medical procedures sometimes resulted in more casualties than the battlefield itself.

Whether from North or South, written by grand plantation dames, freed slaves, or Union philanthropists, the diaries and memoirs of women provide valuable documentation for and a fresh perspective of the Civil War.

ALLENE S. PHY-OLSEN

See also

Alcott, Louisa May; Hospitals, Military; Lincoln, Mary Ann Todd; Lincoln Assassination; Medicine; Women; Women Soldiers

Further Reading

Massey, Mary Elizabeth. Women in the Civil War. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1966.

Sullivan, Walter, ed. The War the Women Lived: Female Voices from the Confederate South. Chicago: J. S. Sanders, 1995.

Woodward, C. Vann, ed. Mary Chesnut’s Civil War. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1981.

_______________________

Wood, Fernando

Birth Date: June 14, 1812

Death Date: February 14, 1881

U.S. congressman and controversial mayor of New York City. Fernando Wood was born on June 14, 1812, in Philadelphia. In 1820 he moved with his father to New York City. As an adult, Wood became a successful shipping merchant, was active in Democratic politics, and joined the Tammany Society to advance his political career. Elected as a Democrat to the Twenty-seventh Congress (1841–1843), he was defeated for reelection.

From 1844 to 1847, Wood was the dispatch agent for the U.S. State Department at the Port of New York. He nevertheless remained active in Democratic politics and twice served as the head of Tammany Hall during the 1850s. Wood was then elected mayor of New York City, serving from 1855 to 1858 and again from 1860 to 1862.

In January 1861 Wood, who was sympathetic to the secessionist cause, urged the city council to allow New York City to secede from both New York State and the Union so it could become a free city. By so doing, he hoped that New York could retain its lucrative trade in southern cotton, an important source of wealth for the city’s merchants and shippers, who, in turn, financed Wood’s Democratic political machine. Secession would also end the hostility toward the city by the Republican-dominated state government. If New York City were a free city, Wood noted, it could benefit from low taxes and cheap imports.

The firing on Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861, ended talk of New York City secession, which in any event the city council had derided. Wood was elected to the Thirty-eighth Congress (1863–1865) but was again defeated for reelection. He was, however, elected to the Fortieth Congress and served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1867 until his death on February 14, 1881, at Hot Springs, Arkansas.
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Wood, John Taylor

Birth Date: August 13, 1830

Death Date: July 19, 1904

Confederate naval officer. John Taylor Wood was born at Fort Snelling, Iowa Territory (later Minnesota), on August 13, 1830. He was the grandson of U.S. president Zachary Taylor and the nephew of Jefferson Davis, who became president of the Confederate States of America in 1861. Wood entered the U.S. Navy as a midshipman on April 7, 1847, and graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis as a passed midshipman on June 10, 1853. He returned to the academy in 1855 as assistant commandant and was promoted to lieutenant on September 16, 1855. Wood went to sea in June 1858 but returned to the Naval Academy as an instructor of naval tactics and gunnery on February 14, 1860.

Wood refused to move with the Naval Academy to Newport, Rhode Island, at the start of the Civil War in April 1861. In September 1861 he moved his family south and was commissioned a lieutenant in the Confederate Navy on October 4, 1861. In January 1862 he was assigned to the Confederate ironclad Virginia. Following the Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862) and the First Battle of Drewry’s Bluff (May 5, 1862), Wood secured permission to begin conducting raids on Union targets using small boats and raiding parties. Wood’s men often transported their small boats overland with horse-drawn wagons. Using stealth and surprise, Wood’s raids were usually successful. Two of his better-known actions were an August 1863 raid in the Rappahannock River against the U.S. Navy gunboats Satellite and Reliance and the February 1864 raid on the screw steamer combatant Underwriter at New Bern, North Carolina.

On January 26, 1863, Confederate president Davis commissioned Wood a colonel in the army. Wood served as liaison officer between the two branches. In August 1864 he took command of the commerce raider Tallahassee and captured 33 prizes. In March 1865 he returned to Richmond, Virginia, and accompanied Davis when he fled the city in April. Although captured, Wood escaped and made his way to Havana, Cuba. Leaving Havana in June 1865, he arrived in Canada on July 15. His family settled in Halifax, Nova Scotia, where he became a successful commerce and marine insurance agent. Although Wood visited the United States several times, he never returned permanently. He died on July 19, 1904, in Halifax.

ANDREW DUPPSTADT

See also

Davis, Jefferson Finis; Drewry’s Bluff, First Battle of; Hampton Roads, Battles of; Virginia, CSS

Further Reading

Butler, Lindley S. Pirates, Privateers, and Rebel Raiders of the Carolina Coast. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2000.

Robbins, Peggy. “By Land and by Sea.” Civil War Times Illustrated 37(1) (1998): 42–45, 53–54, 56, and 59.

Shingleton, Royce Gordon. John Taylor Wood: Sea Ghost of the Confederacy. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1979.

_______________________

Wood, Sterling Alexander Martin

Birth Date: March 17, 1823

Death Date: January 26, 1891

Confederate officer. Sterling Alexander Martin Wood was born on March 17, 1823, in Florence, Alabama. He graduated from St. Joseph’s College (Bardstown, Kentucky) in 1841. Wood subsequently studied law, was admitted to the bar, and worked as a lawyer in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, before opening a practice in Florence, Alabama. In 1851 he was appointed solicitor of Alabama’s 4th Circuit Court, and in 1857 he was elected to a term in the state legislature.

In the spring of 1861, Wood was commissioned a captain in the Florence Guards, but the next month he became colonel of the 7th Alabama Infantry Regiment. He was sent first to Pensacola and in November 1861 participated in a punitive action against Tennessee Unionists in the vicinity of Chattanooga. The next month he returned to northern Florida. On January 7, 1862, Wood was advanced to brigadier general and sent north to Kentucky. He then was given charge of the 3rd Brigade, III Corps, Army of Mississippi, under Major General William J. Hardee and saw heavy fighting during the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862).

In the autumn of 1862, now in command of the 4th Brigade in a division led by Major General Simon B. Buckner, Wood sustained a wound at the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). He next saw action with the Army of Tennessee at the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), where his brigade performed well on the first day of fighting despite the fact that it fought unsupported for several hours. Wood was largely credited for staving off the destruction of his own force.

Wood performed efficiently at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), but on October 17 he abruptly resigned his commission for reasons that remain unclear. He then resumed a law practice, this time in Tuscaloosa. He later worked for the Alabama Great Southern Railway and in 1882 won another seat in the state legislature, where he served one term. After teaching law at the University of Alabama, Wood died on January 26, 1891, in Tuscaloosa.
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Wood, Thomas John

Birth Date: September 25, 1823

Death Date: February 25, 1906

Union officer. Thomas John Wood was born on September 25, 1823, in Munfordville, Kentucky. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1845 and was assigned to the engineers and then to the 2nd Dragoons. Wood was brevetted first lieutenant on February 23, 1847, for his role in the Battle of Buena Vista during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). From 1849 to 1854, he served as regimental adjutant. He then joined the new 1st Cavalry Regiment and was actively engaged against Indians in the West. Wood was promoted to captain on February 2, 1855; to major on March 16, 1861; and to lieutenant colonel on May 9, 1861.

Assigned to the Department of the Cumberland, Wood was appointed a brigadier general of volunteers on October 11, 1861, and given charge of a brigade under Major General Don Carlos Buell in the Army of the Ohio. Wood was promoted to colonel in the regular army that November. He assumed command of a division in February 1862 and saw action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). He led his division at the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). Wood fought in the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863) and was wounded in the foot on the first day of the battle.

On the second day of fighting at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Major General William S. Rosecrans ordered Wood to move his division toward the Union center, under the mistaken notion that a gap existed in the Union line. Wood questioned the command but nevertheless shifted his brigades as ordered. This move, however, created a bona fide gap that the Confederates exploited, nearly demolishing Union forces. Wood took some of the blame for the loss, despite the fact that there had been a clear miscommunication based on faulty intelligence.

Wood next saw combat in the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863), during which he led his division on a successful attack at Missionary Ridge on November 25. Leading his division in IV Corps, Army of the Cumberland, during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), he was wounded in the left foot and leg on September 2 at Lovejoy’s Station. On November 30, when Major General David Stanley was wounded during the Battle of Franklin, Wood took command of IV Corps, which he led in the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16).

Advanced to major general of volunteers in January 1865 and awarded brevets to major general in the regulars on March 13, 1865, Wood mustered out of the volunteers in September 1866 after directing Reconstruction forces in Mississippi. Reverting to his regular rank of colonel, he retired as a major general on June 9, 1868; he was reduced to brigadier general on the retired list in 1875. Thereafter, he lived in Dayton, Ohio, where he was active in the Grand Army of the Republic. He also sat on the Board of Visitors for West Point. Wood died in Dayton on February 25, 1906.
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Woods, Charles Roberts

Birth Date: February 19, 1827

Death Date: February 26, 1885

Union officer. Charles Robert Woods was born on February 19, 1827, in Newark, Ohio. He was the brother of future Union general William B. Woods. Charles Woods graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1852. He thereafter served in a variety of posts in the East, South, and West. He was promoted to first lieutenant on October 16, 1855.

Woods commanded the unsuccessful Star of the West expedition to resupply the Union garrison at Fort Sumter in early 1861. On April 1, 1861, he was promoted to captain and became quartermaster for Brigadier General Robert Patterson, seeing sporadic action in the Shenandoah Valley during June–July. Assigned recruiting duty at St. Louis, Woods entered the volunteer army as colonel of the 76th Ohio Infantry on October 13, 1861.

Woods led his regiment capably in western Virginia in the autumn of 1861 and then took part in the Battles of Fort Donelson (February 13–16, 1862) and Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). He also led troops during the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs (December 26–29, 1862) as well as at Fort Hindman/Arkansas Post (January 9–11, 1863). On May 22, 1863, Woods was given charge of the 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, XV Corps, and took part in the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863).

Appointed brigadier general of volunteers on August 4, 1863, Woods took command of the 1st Brigade, 1st Division, XV Corps, which he led during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). During January and February 1864 and again in July and August 1864, Woods had temporary command of the 1st Division, XV Corps, and saw extensive action during the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). From August until September 1864, he had temporary charge of the 3rd Division, XVII Corps. He thereafter resumed command of the 1st Division, XV Corps. Woods saw action in nearly every engagement involving the Army of the Tennessee, including Sherman’s March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). Woods took part in the Battle of Griswoldville (November 22, 1864), one of the few notable engagements of the campaign.

Woods was brevetted major general of volunteers to date from November 22, 1864, and was then brevetted brigadier general and major general in the regular army as of March 13, 1865. After the war he supervised the military occupation in several parts of the South before mustering out of the volunteers in July 1866. He resumed his regular army career as lieutenant colonel of the 33rd U.S. Infantry. In failing health, he retired as a colonel, 2nd Infantry, in 1874. Returning to Ohio, Woods farmed in Newark before dying there on February 26, 1885.
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Woodson’s Cavalry

Confederate cavalry unit organized in the spring of 1863 and formally named Company A, 1st Missouri Cavalry. This is not to be confused with the unit of the same name that served in the West; Woodson’s Cavalry saw service exclusively in Virginia and West Virginia. Recruited by Captain Charles Hugh Woodson, Woodson’s Cavalry initially consisted largely of Confederate soldiers who had been imprisoned at Alton Prison (Illinois) but later exchanged. Later in the war, Woodson filled his depleted ranks from men in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, particularly from the Harrisonburg area.

Until the spring of 1864, Woodson’s Cavalry was mainly employed for garrison duties or attached to the 62nd Virginia Mounted Infantry Regiment. Woodson’s Cavalry provided meritorious service during the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864) in Virginia, where it took out a Union artillery battery that had pinned down two Confederate regiments. That contest proved costly, however, and just five cavalrymen, including Woodson, were fit for duty on May 16.

Within a few days, 18 of Woodson’s cavalrymen accompanied a force of 2,500 men under Confederate major general John C. Breckinridge to reinforce General Robert E. Lee’s army near Richmond. After seeing action at the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), Breckinridge returned to the Shenandoah Valley to help stem an attempted Union incursion into the valley with the goal of capturing Lynchburg.

The next major engagement for Woodson’s Cavalry occurred during Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early’s Washington Raid (June 28–July 21, 1864). At the start of the action, Woodson’s men served as advance scouts for Early’s force along the Potomac River. They were also engaged at the Battle of Monocacy (July 9, 1864) in Maryland. Thereafter, Woodson’s Cavalry functioned as a detached autonomous cavalry unit whose activities were focused on Hampshire and Hardy Counties in West Virginia. The unit occasionally engaged in cattle raids, sabotage operations, and skirmishes with Union troops.

On August 7, 1864, in conjunction with McNeill’s Rangers, a noted Confederate guerrilla unit, Woodson’s men successfully blunted a Union assault on Confederate brigadier general Thomas Rosser’s supply lines near Moorefield, West Virginia. Woodson was ordered to move south in March 1865 to join Rosser’s force in the southern end of the Shenandoah Valley, but news of the surrender at Appomattox intervened. By mid-April 1865, Woodson’s Cavalry had split apart, with some men fleeing south to join Confederate forces in North Carolina and others surrendering to Union forces in western Virginia.
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Woodward, George Washington

Birth Date: March 26, 1809

Death Date: May 10, 1875

Southern sympathizer and Democratic politician. George Washington Woodward was born on March 26, 1809, in Bethany, Pennsylvania. After attending Geneva Seminary (now Hobart College) in Geneva, New York, he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1830. Woodward opened a law practice in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, and in 1837 he was a delegate to the Pennsylvania constitutional convention. Woodward was presiding judge of the 4th judicial district (1841–1851). He ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate in 1845 as a Democrat. That same year, President James K. Polk nominated him to the U.S. Supreme Court, but the nomination went unconfirmed. From 1852 to 1863, Woodward was an associate justice of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court; from 1863 to 1867, he served as chief justice.

Well before the Civil War, Woodward was known for his pro-Southern, proslavery views. He backed John C. Breckinridge in the 1860 presidential election, and after Abraham Lincoln was elected, Woodward privately mused about Pennsylvania joining the Confederacy. In December 1860 Woodward gave a speech in which he recommended conciliation with the South and enhanced enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Act. He also opined that slavery was a constitutional right and that the institution was beneficial to both whites and blacks.

Despite his views, Woodward raised funds to equip army units for the Union because both of his sons had chosen to serve in the Union Army. After the war began, Woodward privately questioned the rightness of the Union cause and bemoaned the expansion of federal powers by President Abraham Lincoln, fearing that it might lead to dictatorship.

Woodward presided over two controversial decisions as a Pennsylvania Supreme Court justice. In 1862 he supported the majority ruling that ascertained that soldiers’ votes were null and void in state elections because Pennsylvania law mandated that a voter must currently reside in the district in which he voted. The following year, Woodward again concurred with the majority that federal conscription in Pennsylvania was unconstitutional and unenforceable. That ruling was overturned in early 1864, but the damage had already been done.

Woodward became the state’s Democratic nominee for governor in 1863. Although he was running against the unpopular Andrew Curtin, a Republican, he lost the race by a narrow margin, largely because his opponents portrayed him as a radical Copperhead Democrat. Woodward held a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives from November 1867 until March 1871. There he was sharply critical of Reconstruction and decried the use of military forces in the South. In 1871 he moved to Philadelphia, where he practiced law. Woodward died on May 10, 1875, while on vacation in Rome, Italy.
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Wool, John Ellis

Birth Date: February 29, 1784

Death Date: November 10, 1869

Union officer. John Ellis Wool was born at Newburgh, New York, on February 29, 1784. His parents both died when he was young, and he then lived with his grandfather near Troy, New York. Wool had little formal education before being apprenticed to an innkeeper and working in a store in Troy. He joined the New York Militia in 1807 and began studying law.

In June 1811, Wool secured a militia commission as an ensign. As the nation moved toward war with Britain, in April 1812 he helped raise a company of the newly created 13th U.S. Infantry Regiment and secured a commission as its captain. Dispatched to the Niagara frontier with little training that September, Wool was wounded during the British victory in the Battle of Queenston Heights. Promoted to major, Wool saw action in the Battle of Chateauguay in October 1813. He then returned with his regiment to Plattsburg, New York, where in the summer of 1814 with fewer than 300 men, he helped retard the advance of the 10,000-man British invasion force from Lower Canada. He took part in the subsequent Battle of Plattsburg in September. For his role in the battle, Wool was brevetted lieutenant colonel.

Wool remained in the U.S. Army after the war. In June 1815 he transferred to the 6th Infantry Regiment. He was promoted to colonel in April 1816 and assumed the post of inspector general of the army. Brevetted brigadier general in 1826, he was ordered to Europe in 1832 to study fortifications. He assisted Brigadier General Winfield Scott in the relocation of the Cherokee Nation from the Southeast to Indian Territory (Oklahoma) during 1836–1837. In June 1841 Wool was advanced to permanent brigadier general.

At the beginning of the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), Wool oversaw the mustering in and training of 10 volunteer regiments (12,000 men) in the Ohio River Valley region. Assigned to Major General Zachary Taylor’s command in northern Mexico in July, the next month Wool led 3,400 men from San Antonio, Texas, to Chihuahua, Mexico. Receiving an urgent request to help meet 15,000 Mexican troops marching north under General Antonio López de Santa Anna, Wool then led his men to join Taylor’s army south of Saltillo and was second-in-command of American forces in the Battle of Buena Vista (February 22–23, 1847). For his role in that battle, Wool was brevetted major general.

From March to November 1847, Wool commanded the Saltillo District. When Taylor left Mexico in November, Wool assumed command of U.S. forces in northern Mexico and rendered highly effective service. He held this command until the end of the war.

Wool commanded the Department of the East (1848–1853), the Division of the Pacific (1854–1857), and the Department of the East (1857–1861). Still on duty at the beginning of the Civil War at age 77, Wool was then the army’s senior brigadier general with the expectation that on Lieutenant General Winfield Scott’s retirement, Wool would receive field command of the Union Army. Instead he was given command of the Department of Virginia, while George B. McClellan was advanced to major general and given the assignment that Wool sought. Wool managed to keep Union control over Fort Monroe and, stating that he would take no orders from McClellan, to secure its independence from the latter’s authority. In May 1862 Wool directed the Union occupation of Portsmouth and Norfolk, which resulted in his promotion to major general the same month. McClellan demanded of President Abraham Lincoln that Wool’s command be subject to his authority for the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862), and Lincoln acquiesced. On June 1, 1862, Wool was named to command the Middle Department. That July he took command of VIII Corps but returned to administrative duties as commander of the Department of the East in January 1863, in which capacity he helped put down the New York City Draft Riots (July 13–17, 1863). He retired from the army in August 1863 at age 79, ending 51 years of military service. Wool died in Troy, New York, on November 10, 1869.
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Worden, John Lorimer

Birth Date: March 12, 1818

Death Date: October 18, 1897

Union naval officer. Born in Westchester County, New York, on March 12, 1818, John Lorimer Worden entered the U.S. Navy as a midshipman on January 12, 1834. He was promoted to passed midshipman on July 16, 1840; to master on August 15, 1846; and to lieutenant on November 30, 1846. Worden was serving in the Naval Observatory when he was charged with delivering orders to Union forces at Pensacola, Florida. Confederate authorities took Worden prisoner in Montgomery, Alabama, on April 13, 1861, as he returned to Washington overland. He remained a prisoner until he was exchanged in November.

Recovering his health, Worden was assigned to command the ironclad Monitor on January 16, 1862, and he had charge of it during its battle with the Confederate ironclad Virginia in Hampton Roads, Virginia, on March 9, 1862. Worden was wounded during the fight when a Confederate shell exploded outside the pilothouse. Temporarily blinded, he was replaced for the remainder of the battle by executive officer Lieutenant Samuel D. Greene. Worden became a national hero, and President Abraham Lincoln visited him at his bedside. A Congress resolution brought promotion to commander on July 16, 1862.
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Lieutenant John L. Worden commanded the U.S. Navy ironclad Monitor during its engagement with the Confederate ironclad Virginia on March 9, 1862. Temporarily blinded by a shell explosion during the battle, Worden was forced to relinquish command. He returned to service in late 1862 and was promoted to rear admiral after the war. (Library of Congress)

Although Worden remained blind in one eye and experienced physical pain for the rest of his life, he recovered sight in the other eye and returned to duty late in 1862.

Assuming command of the ironclad Montauk in October, Worden participated in the bombardment of Fort McAllister on January 27, 1863; the destruction of the privateer Rattlesnake on February 28; and Rear Admiral Samuel Du Pont’s assault on Charleston on April 7. Worden was promoted to captain on February 3, 1863. He left the Montauk after the assault on Charleston and for the remainder of the war supervised the construction of ironclads.

Worden became a commodore on May 27, 1868, and a rear admiral on November 20, 1872. He served as the commander of the European Squadron from 1873 to 1877 and retired from the navy on December 23, 1886. Worden died on October 18, 1897, in Washington, D.C.
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Wright, Ambrose Ransom

Birth Date: April 26, 1826

Death Date: December 21, 1872

Confederate officer. Born in Louisville, Georgia, on April 26, 1826, Ambrose Ransom “Rans” Wright studied law and established a successful practice in his hometown. He supported the secessionist movement in Georgia, and after helping to organize the 3rd Georgia Infantry Regiment, he was appointed its colonel on May 18, 1861.

Wright saw his first action in the autumn of 1861 along the North Carolina coast. After distinguishing himself in the Battle of South Mills (April 19, 1862), he was promoted to brigadier general on June 3, 1862, and given command of a brigade. Joining the Army of Northern Virginia, he participated in the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862), the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). Although wounded twice at Antietam, he remained on the field with his troops. After the battle, he returned to Georgia for seven months to recover. Wright returned to the Army of Northern Virginia just in time to participate in the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), during which he suffered a slight wound to his knee.

During the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), Wright’s brigade participated in General Robert E. Lee’s attacks on the Union flanks on July 2. Wright’s Georgians pierced the Union defenses on Cemetery Hill late in the day but at the high cost of half his force as casualties (688 men and 3 of 4 regimental commanders). The failure of other brigades to support Wright’s attack forced him to withdraw his brigade, however.

Wright returned to his home state and won election to the Georgia Senate in the autumn of 1863, but he rejoined the army in February 1864 and briefly commanded a division until illness forced him to return to Georgia. Promoted to major general on November 26, 1864, and given command of a division, he participated in the defense of Savannah (December 9–21, 1864). He surrendered with General Joseph E. Johnston’s army in North Carolina on April 26, 1865.

After the war Wright returned to practicing law, edited the Augusta Chronicle & Sentinel, and won election to the U.S. House of Representatives in the autumn of 1872. Before he could take his seat, however, he died in Augusta, Georgia, on December 21, 1872.
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Wright, George

Birth Date: October 21, 1803

Death Date: July 30, 1865

Union officer. George Wright was born on October 21, 1803, in Norwich, Vermont. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1822 and was assigned to the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment. He served for a time near the Canadian border and then in Florida, where he saw action in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and won a brevet. During the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), he served as a captain in the 8th Infantry Regiment and was twice brevetted for his efforts. Promoted to major in 1848 and to lieutenant colonel in 1855, Wright was advanced to colonel of the 9th Infantry Regiment later that year. He headed the Department of the Pacific until 1857, during which time he conducted a campaign against the Spokane tribe in the area of present-day Washington State. In July 1860 he was named commander of the Department of Oregon.

In October 1861 Wright became commander of the Department of the Pacific. He was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers as of September 28, 1861. Between 1861 and 1863, Wright supervised construction of a string of coastal forts from Oregon to California. He also stationed troops near the Mexican border to ensure that the French-installed puppet regime of Maximilian I did not aid the Confederacy. Wright negotiated a number of treaties with the region’s Native Americans and relocated at least one tribe to a reservation on Santa Catalina Island, off the coast of Los Angeles. Finally, he authorized numerous expeditions, including Colonel James H. Carleton’s foray into the New Mexico Territory, where Wright reestablished federal control.

On July 1, 1864, Wright was named to command the Department of California, and in July 1865 he headed the newly created Department of the Columbia, which encompassed Washington, Idaho, and Oregon. Wright died on July 30, 1865, on his way to his posting when the steamer in which he was a passenger struck a shoal off Crescent City, California, and sank.
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Wright, Horatio Gouverneur

Birth Date: March 6, 1820

Death Date: July 2, 1899

Union officer. Born on March 6, 1820, in Clinton, Connecticut, Horatio Gouverneur Wright graduated from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1841 and was commissioned in the engineers. He taught at West Point and worked on numerous projects in Florida, earning promotion to captain in 1855. As an engineer officer, he participated in the failed effort to destroy the Norfolk Navy Yard in April 1861; the seizure of Arlington Heights, Virginia, in May; the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861); and in organizing the Port Royal Expedition, resulting in the Battle of Port Royal Sound (November 5–7, 1861). Promoted to major in August 1861, he was appointed brigadier general of volunteers on September 16 and led a brigade and then a division in operations along the Florida and South Carolina coasts. On July 18, 1862, he was advanced to major general of volunteers and assigned to command the Department of the Ohio, but the appointment was revoked by the Senate in March 1863.

Given command of the 1st Division, VI Corps, Army of the Potomac, Wright saw action at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and in the Bristoe Campaign (October 9–20, 1863) and the Mine Run Campaign (November 26–December 2, 1863). He was engaged in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and assumed command of VI Corps upon the death of Major General John Sedgwick on May 9. Reappointed major general on May 9, Wright on June 3 led the corps in the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12) and in the advance on Petersburg. In July, VI Corps was rushed to Washington in response to Confederate lieutenant general Jubal Early’s raid (June 28–July 21) and was subsequently assigned to Major General Philip Sheridan’s Army of the Shenandoah. The corps formed the infantry backbone of Sheridan’s force and played a major role in the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19), the Battle of Fisher’s Hill (September 22), and the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19). During the latter battle, Wright commanded the army when it was surprised by a Confederate attack during Sheridan’s absence. The corps returned to the Army of the Potomac that winter and participated conspicuously in the final assaults at Petersburg and the resultant Appomattox Campaign (April 2–9, 1865). Wright was brevetted through major general in the regular army in March 1865.

Having been promoted to lieutenant colonel in the regular army, Wright mustered out of the volunteers in September 1866. Resuming his engineering career, he worked on numerous projects, including the completion of the Washington Monument. Promoted to colonel and then to brigadier general in 1879, he spent the final years of his career as chief engineer of the army, retiring in 1884. Wright died in Washington, D.C., on July 2, 1899.

DAVID COFFEY

See also

Appomattox Campaign; Bristoe Campaign; Bull Run, First Battle of; Cedar Creek, Battle of; Cold Harbor, Battle of; Early’s Raid on Washington, D.C.; Fisher’s Hill, Battle of; Gettysburg, Battle of; Mine Run Campaign; Norfolk Navy Yard; Petersburg Campaign; Wilderness, Battle of the; Winchester, Third Battle of

Further Reading

Coffey, David. Sheridan’s Lieutenants: Phil Sheridan, His Generals, and the Final Year of the Civil War. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2005.

Gallagher, Gary W. The Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1864. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2009.

_______________________

Wright, Marcus Joseph

Birth Date: June 5, 1831

Death Date: December 27, 1922

Confederate officer. Marcus Joseph Wright was born on June 5, 1831, in Purdy, Tennessee. After studying law, he moved to Memphis, where he was clerk of the common law and chancery court. In the spring of 1861 he was commissioned a lieutenant colonel in the Tennessee Militia. His unit was mustered into Confederate service as the 154th Senior Tennessee Infantry, and he received his commission as its lieutenant colonel on August 17. In the early stages of the war, Wright was military governor of Columbus, Kentucky. When that region was threatened by Union troops, he withdrew and commanded the 154th Tennessee during the Battle of Belmont (November 7, 1861). He next saw major action at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), when he was wounded in the leg.

When Confederate forces invaded Kentucky in the early autumn of 1862, Wright served on the staff of Major General Benjamin Cheatham. Wright was advanced to brigadier general on December 20, 1862, with date of rank from December 13, and given charge of a brigade of veteran Tennesseans. He commanded his brigade at the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) and during the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). Beginning in early 1864 and extending into 1865, Wright commanded the District of Atlanta; the Confederate garrison in Macon, Georgia; and the District of North Mississippi and West Tennessee.

Paroled on May 19, 1865, in Granada, Mississippi, Wright practiced law in Memphis and served as assistant purser for the U.S. Navy in the late 1870s. He then became an official agent for the collection of Confederate documents and was one of the principal compilers of the War of the Rebellion: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies. He also wrote and published books on his own dealing with the Civil War. Wright died on December 27, 1922, in Washington, D.C.
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Yancey, William Lowndes

Birth Date: August 10, 1814

Death Date: July 27, 1863

Confederate politician and ardent states’ rights advocate and secessionist. William Lowndes Yancey was born on August 10, 1814, in Warren County, Georgia. At the age of eight, he moved with his family to Troy, New York, and attended Williams College (Massachusetts), although he never graduated. He then decided to study law under the tutelage of a family friend in Greenville, South Carolina, and also served as editor for the Mountaineer, a Greenville-based newspaper that traditionally held pro-Union views. Ironically, his editorship coincided with the Nullification Crisis of 1832 in which South Carolina was deeply involved.

In late 1835, Yancey left Greenville for Dallas County, Alabama, where he established a law practice. Before long, his oratorical skills and states’ rights advocacy made him a prime candidate for Alabama’s Democratic Party. From 1842 to 1844, he served in the Alabama state assembly before being elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1844.

Yancey’s tenure in Congress was short and tempestuous. In 1846 he was compelled to give up his seat after a heated debate with Representative Thomas L. Clingman turned into a duel. Yancey’s short fuse and ardent states’ rights position did not endear him to most of his fellow legislators. After leaving the House, Yancey devoted his considerable energy to galvanizing the Southern states’ proslavery and pro–states’ rights position at the national level.
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William Lowndes Yancey of Alabama was a journalist, politician, champion of secession, and defender of slavery. After an unsuccessful attempt to secure European diplomatic recognition of the Confederacy, Yancey served in the Confederate Congress where, as an ardent champion of states’ rights, he opposed Confederate president Jefferson Davis on most issues. (Library of Congress)

In 1848 Yancey wrote the so-called Alabama Platform, which would become the standard position paper of the Southern states in the years leading up to the Civil War. In it, he stressed the demands of most Southern Democrats. These included the supremacy of states’ rights; the guarantee of all property rights, including ownership of slaves; and equal rights for U.S. citizens living in the territories. It is no exaggeration to say that by the early 1850s, Yancey had almost single-handedly shaped Southern political goals into a coherent and increasingly powerful lobby both in and out of Washington, D.C.

Yancey used his clout and skills of persuasion to convince states’ rights groups to sponsor politicians who were sympathetic to the cause. He also conducted extensive correspondence with other secessionists. In 1848 he created the League of United Southerners, which was the culmination of his efforts to promote the pro-Southern agenda.

At the 1860 Democratic National Convention in Charleston, South Carolina, Yancey was a prime mover in the successful attempt to nominate an alternate Democratic Party candidate who represented the Southern cause. He found that individual in John C. Breckinridge. Yancey and other secessionists had calculated—correctly as it turned out—that fracturing the party into Northern and Southern wings would virtually ensure the election of a Republican president, which would in turn likely trigger Southern secession. When secession began in late 1860 and early 1861, Yancey was asked to author Alabama’s secession ordinance.

In the spring of 1861, Confederate president Jefferson Davis named Yancey commissioner to Europe. Yancey’s task was to convince the European governments to formally recognize the Confederacy with the hopes that recognition would bring financial and/or military aid. Yancey’s attempts to apply Davis’s so-called Cotton Diplomacy—the cutting off of cotton shipments to Europe in economic pressure to secure diplomatic recognition—were unsuccessful. In early 1862 Yancey returned to the Confederacy and resigned his diplomatic post and then in March 1862 took a seat in the Confederate Senate.

As a states’ rights fanatic, Yancey opposed Davis’s agenda whenever it appeared to expropriate power reserved for the states. Yancey did not think highly of Davis in any event but did support most of his economic policies. Surprisingly, Yancey did not attempt to interfere with conscription laws. Yancey’s health was in a steep decline by the early 1860s, and he died at Montgomery, Alabama, on July 27, 1863.
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Yates, Richard

Birth Date: January 18, 1815

Death Date: November 27, 1873

Governor of Illinois and U.S. senator. Richard Yates was born on January 18, 1815 (some sources list 1818), in Warsaw, Kentucky, and graduated from Illinois College in 1835. After studying law at Kentucky’s Transylvania University, he was admitted to the Illinois bar in 1837 and began a legal practice in Jacksonville, Illinois. Entering state politics as a Whig, he served in the Illinois legislature from 1842 to 1845 and again from 1848 to 1849. In 1850 he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives and served from 1851 until 1855. Toward the end of his term, he began to identify with the newly formed Republican Party.
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Richard Yates was governor of Illinois during 1861–1865. A staunch Unionist, Yates was of immense assistance to the Union war effort in a state where there was considerable antiwar feeling and obstructionism among Democrats. (Library of Congress)

In 1860 Yates defeated his Democratic opponent for governor, James C. Allen, and took office in 1861. A staunch supporter of President Abraham Lincoln, Yates employed expansive executive powers to support the Union war effort and quash elements he believed to be disloyal. Fearful that Confederate incursions into neighboring Kentucky and Missouri might spill over into his state, he repeatedly appealed directly to Lincoln for aid, bypassing the War Department entirely. These actions proved to be highly unpopular with many other Union governors.

Illinois had a sizable number of Copperheads (Peace Democrats), particularly in the southern reaches of the state, and Yates moved aggressively—and controversially—against them. By 1863, he had begun to order the arrest and detention of citizens deemed disloyal, much to the consternation of his opponents. In the summer of 1863, Yates unilaterally adjourned the Democrat-controlled state legislature after it called for a national convention to reconcile with the seceded Southern states. Yates governed much of the remainder of his term without a sitting legislature.

Because by law Yates could not stand for reelection, he ran for a seat in the U.S. Senate, where he served from March 1865 until March 1871. He did not seek reelection but was soon appointed a U.S. railroad commissioner by President Ulysses S. Grant. Yates retained the position until his death in St. Louis on November 27, 1873.
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Yazoo Pass Expedition

Start Date: February 1863

End Date: April 1863

Abortive Union operation in Mississippi during the Second Vicksburg Campaign. Rear Admiral David D. Porter, commander of the U.S. Navy Mississippi Squadron, believed that his ships could work around east of Vicksburg by way of Yazoo Pass and Moon Lake via the connected Coldwater, Tallahatchie, and Yazoo Rivers. Just below Helena, Arkansas, some 150 miles north of Vicksburg, Yazoo Pass led from the Mississippi to Moon Lake, which connected with the Coldwater River. The Coldwater in turn emptied into the Tallahatchie River, which combined with the Yalobusha River to form the Yazoo, which then joined the Mississippi just north of Vicksburg. Mississippi Delta farmers had used the Yazoo Pass route to trade with Memphis, but the State of Mississippi had ordered construction of a levee at Yazoo Pass to prevent flooding, and this had lowered water levels throughout the region.

Union engineers believed that cutting the Yazoo Pass levee would raise water levels to the point that shallow-draft gunboats and transports could navigate the delta waterways. Porter and Major General Ulysses S. Grant hoped that a flotilla of light-draft gunboats, transports, and auxiliaries could then reach a point somewhere above Haynes’ Bluff. On February 3 Union engineers, working under the supervision of Grant’s chief engineer, Lieutenant Colonel James H. Wilson, blew up the levee with explosives.

Lieutenant Commander Watson Smith had charge of the Union naval force. It consisted of the ironclads Chillicothe and Baron de Kalb; the gunboats Rattler (flagship), Marmora, Signal, Romeo, and Forest Rose; the towboat S. Bayard with 3 barges of coal; and 13 transports lifting some 6,000 troops under Brigadier General Leonard F. Ross. The expedition got through the pass without much difficulty, but the Coldwater remained obstructed by a great many trees—many deliberately felled by the Confederates—and widespread underwater growth, all of which had to be dragged clear. The going was a bit easier when the expeditionary force reached the larger Tallahatchie. At this point, the force was joined by the light-draft gunboat Petrel, with a 13-inch mortar, and the rams Lyoness and Fulton.

The Confederates were well aware of Union intentions, and on a narrow neck of land at the confluence of the Tallahatchie and Yalobusha at Greenwood they erected Fort Pemberton. Formed of cotton bales covered with earth and manned by 1,500 men under Major General William W. Loring, the fort commanded the river in either direction. Cutting the levee flooded the area so that the fort was then completely surrounded by water. Most of its half dozen guns were small, but it did contain a very accurate 6.4-inch Whitworth rifle. To further impede the Union approach, the Confederates sank as an obstruction in the channel CSS St. Philip (ex-Star of the West).

The Union expedition arrived on March 11. Smith relied primarily on his two ironclads, which he sent against the fort on March 11, 13, and 16. Each time, the ironclads received the worst of the exchange. One Confederate shell penetrated the port side of the Chillicothe, exploding a Union shell that killed 3 men and wounded 11 others, 1 mortally. On the third attempt, the Chillicothe was rendered hors de combat, having sustained 22 killed or wounded in the three engagements. The Baron de Kalb was also severely handled. Union operations were also affected by the fact that Smith was ill and forced to yield command to a subordinate.

With Union troops unable to land, Ross decided to withdraw. The expeditionary force then encountered Union reinforcements under Brigadier General Isaac F. Quinby. Senior in rank to Ross, he ordered a return to Fort Pemberton. Following other futile attacks, Quinby broke off the effort for good on April 4, with Union forces retracing their steps north to the Mississippi. Porter, meanwhile, attempted another water route via Steele’s Bayou.
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Yellow Bayou, Battle of

Event Date: May 18, 1864

Last battle of Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks’s Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). On evacuating Alexandria, Louisiana, on May 13, Banks allowed his soldiers to loot and set fire to the town. Only two houses were left standing. As his army of 31,000 men withdrew down the Red River, its rear guard, commanded by Major General Andrew Jackson Smith, was harassed by Confederate lieutenant general Richard Taylor’s army of 5,000 men.

On May 18 at Yellow Bayou, Taylor launched another assault against the retreating Federals. Smith responded by ordering Brigadier General Joseph A. Mower’s XVI Corps detachment of 4,500 men to repel the Confederate attack. The result was a seesaw battle of several hours that concluded indecisively.

Hostilities commenced when Mower advanced against Taylor’s deployed soldiers, driving them back across Yellow Bayou and into an area of dense undergrowth. There the Union attack faltered. Sensing a lull in the action, Taylor’s cavalry commander, Major General John A. Wharton, ordered Colonel William Parsons to charge the Union lines with his 12th Texas Cavalry. Parsons protested that such an assault would result in needless casualties, but he was overruled.

When the Texans advanced, they were met by superior Union cavalry, and a one-sided saber skirmish ensued. Union infantry, taking advantage of the situation, again charged the Confederates, forcing them back a short distance before faltering from heat exhaustion and thirst in the underbrush. The Southerners then once more charged the Union line. Close hand-to-hand fighting ensued, hampered on both sides by a spreading brush fire. For a final time the Federals pushed the Confederates back but were too debilitated to force a decision. With darkness coming on, both sides abandoned the battlefield.

The Confederates lost some 600 men, while the Federals lost 350. The following day, Banks ended his campaign by withdrawing across the Atchafalaya River on a makeshift bridge.
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Yellow Tavern, Battle of

Event Date: May 11, 1864

Cavalry engagement during the Overland Campaign (May 4–July 12, 1864). On May 8, 1864, following the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and his army’s failure to interpose itself between General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia and the Confederate capital of Richmond, Major General George G. Meade, commander of the Union Army of the Potomac, engaged in a heated exchange with his cavalry commander, Major General Philip Sheridan. Meade blamed Sheridan for not securing Spotsylvania Court House; Sheridan was angry about how Meade had employed the cavalry and sought a more autonomous and offensive role for his horsemen. The fiery Sheridan insisted that if his Cavalry Corps was unleashed, it would destroy the vaunted Confederate cavalry of Major General J. E. B. “Jeb” Stuart. A visibly irate Meade reported Sheridan’s proclamation to Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, who granted Sheridan’s wish.

On May 9, Sheridan’s corps—10,000 officers and men in three divisions—broke free of the main army near Spotsylvania and moved southward toward Richmond, expecting Stuart to follow. Late in the day as the Union column crossed the North Anna River, Stuart’s troopers began to engage Sheridan’s rear guard. That evening, Union brigadier general George A. Custer’s brigade struck the Confederate depot at Beaver Dam Station, seizing and torching supply-laden trains and tons of valuable stores. Custer’s men also liberated several hundred Union prisoners. The rest of Brigadier General Wesley Merritt’s 1st Division destroyed miles of track and telegraph wire in the vicinity. The following day, Stuart left one brigade to harass the Federals while he led a grueling night march with two brigades to Yellow Tavern, placing his command on Sheridan’s path to Richmond. Arriving on the morning of May 11, Stuart, who was outnumbered three to one, awaited the Union raiders.

Before noon, Merritt’s 1st Division, supported by Brigadier General James H. Wilson’s 3rd Division, struck Stuart’s two brigades—those of Brigadier Generals Lunsford Lomax and Williams Wickham—at Yellow Tavern, while Union brigadier general David Gregg’s 2nd Division turned back Confederate brigadier general James Gordon’s pursuing brigade. Employing a combination of dismounted advances and well-executed mounted charges, Sheridan’s troopers eventually overwhelmed the Confederates. General Stuart, attempting to rally a section of his line, was mortally wounded and died the following day in Richmond. Major General Fitzhugh Lee assumed command and managed to withdraw the remaining Confederate troopers. Sheridan’s casualties totaled 625. The number of Confederate killed and wounded went unrecorded, but Sheridan claimed some 300 prisoners.

After a brief rest, Sheridan’s column pressed on toward Richmond. On May 12, the Federals fought a minor action. Sheridan resisted the urge to attack Richmond and finally led his severely worn command into Major General Benjamin Butler’s lines near Petersburg. On May 24, the Cavalry Corps rejoined the Army of the Potomac, which had advanced to the North Anna River.
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York, Zebulon

Birth Date: October 10, 1819

Death Date: August 5, 1900

Confederate officer. Zebulon York was born on October 10, 1819, in Avon, Maine (then part of Massachusetts). He studied at a Maine seminary before going south, where he attended Kentucky’s Transylvania University and studied law at the University of Louisiana (now Tulane University). He opened a successful law practice in Louisiana but also became a very wealthy planter. By 1860, he and a partner controlled six plantations and owned 1,700 slaves.

In the spring of 1861, York recruited a company for the 14th Louisiana Infantry Regiment and was elected major. By the spring of 1862, he was a lieutenant colonel. York saw action with the Army of Northern Virginia during the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) and the Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). Promoted to colonel of the 14th Louisiana in August 1862, he led the outfit and was wounded during the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862). After a short stint as a recruiter in Louisiana in late 1862 and early 1863, he returned to Virginia.

York next saw action at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864). On May 31, York was promoted to brigadier general and given command of a brigade that participated in Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s raid on Washington, D.C. (June 28–July 21, 1864), which included the Battle of Monocacy (July 9, 1864) in Maryland. During the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864), York was severely wounded in the left arm, which required amputation. After that, he never again held field command and busied himself with recruiting duties.

York lost his vast fortune as a result of the war and settled in Natchez, Mississippi, where he ran a hotel. He died in Natchez on August 5, 1900.
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Yorktown, Virginia, Siege of

Start Date: April 5, 1862

End Date: May 3, 1862

The beginning battle in Major General George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862). The monthlong siege of Yorktown, Virginia, in eastern Virginia’s York and Warwick Counties, occurred in the same general location as the 1781 Siege of Yorktown at the end of the Revolutionary War. Having assembled some 90,000 men of his Army of the Potomac at Fort Monroe, McClellan prepared to move west against the Confederate capital of Richmond, proceeding up the peninsula formed by the York and James Rivers.

Before he could do this, however, McClellan had to pass through the weakly held Confederate Warwick Line. It ran from Yorktown on the York River to Mulberry Point on the James River and was held by only some 10,000–13,000 Confederates under Major General John P. Magruder. Confederate shore batteries at Yorktown and Gloucester Point prevented Union ships from carrying out a flanking attack from that direction, while to the south the Confederate ironclad ram CSS Virginia commanded the approaches to the James River. Despite his skillful dispositions that took full advantage of the terrain, Magruder could not strongly man the whole length of the line at any one time, and he wrote to his superior, General Joseph E. Johnston, that he had not “the slightest hope of success.”

On April 4, Union forces began their advance and easily pushed through the initial Confederate defensive line, but the next day, April 5, Brigadier General Erasmus D. Keyes’s IV Corps made contact with the Confederates’ stronger line on the Warwick River, held by the division commanded by Confederate brigadier general Lafayette McLaws. An artillery duel then ensued. Magruder, an amateur actor before the war, demonstrated his great talent for theatrics by ostentatiously moving troops and artillery around within view of Union observers and tricking Keyes into believing that the position was strongly held. The overly cautious McClellan was easily convinced that additional forces would be necessary in order to break through. He thought that 40,000 or more Confederates confronted him, with Johnston easily able to bring up 60,000 more. McClellan’s natural caution was reinforced by the fact that President Abraham Lincoln continued to hold Major General Irvin McDowell’s powerful corps below Washington as long as Confederate forces in the Shenandoah Valley under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson appeared to threaten the federal capital.
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A Union supply depot at Yorktown, Virginia. (Library of Congress)

[image: image]

Both sides now reinforced. McClellan ordered construction of fortifications and slowly brought up reinforcements. He also called for heavy siege guns from Washington. Meanwhile, Johnston, who was increasingly convinced that the major threat to Richmond was indeed McClellan, dispatched men to Magruder. During the siege, McClellan would have available some 112,000 men, while the Confederates would have some 56,000 men eventually under Johnston’s direct command.

Throughout the siege, Magruder resorted to various means to keep McClellan at bay. In addition to false movements by his men and sending men to surrender with exaggerated reports of Confederate strength, Magruder employed dummy artillery (Quaker guns). Union reconnaissance, which included Thaddeus Lowe’s Balloon Corps, failed to detect the extent of the deception. Detective Alan Pinkerton, working for McClellan, also furnished the general a grossly exaggerated Confederate strength report of 100,000 to 120,000 men.

On May 1, McClellan sent Union forces against the Confederate line at Dam No. 1. Although the attack was successful, McClellan failed to exploit it and then tried to convince the Union Navy to send its ships past the Confederate guns at Yorktown and across the York River at Gloucester Point in an effort to outflank the Confederate line.

His heavy siege guns at last in place, McClellan planned a massive artillery bombardment for May 5, to be followed by an assault. Johnston was well aware that the bombardment would be difficult to withstand, and on May 3 he began to send his supply wagons up the peninsula. Slaves provided word of this to McClellan, but he refused to believe their reports. That evening the Confederates began a general artillery bombardment with their heavy guns, which then fell strangely silent. At first light on May 4, Lowe’s Balloon Corps confirmed that the Confederate trenches were empty. McClellan had been taken completely by surprise, but Union troops were soon in pursuit, and the two sides next confronted one another at Williamsburg on May 5.

The siege claimed some 182 Union and 300 Confederate casualties. For relatively slight losses, it purchased a valuable month’s delay for the Confederates to build up their strength on the peninsula east of Richmond.
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Young, John Russell

Birth Date: November 20, 1840

Death Date: January 17, 1899

Journalist and war correspondent. John Russell Young was born on November 20, 1840, in County Tyrone, Ireland, and as an infant was brought to the United States by his parents. Orphaned at age nine, he was sent to live with an uncle in New Orleans, where he completed his education. In 1856 Young settled in Philadelphia, where he found work with the Philadelphia Press.

John Forney, publisher of the Press, soon took Young under his wing and sent him into the field as a reporter in midsummer 1861. Young was in Washington, D.C., when the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) commenced and was among the first reporters on the scene. Although his article on the engagement was not entirely accurate, it was one of the first reports to be published in the Northern press. Forney rewarded Young’s work by naming him editor of the Washington, D.C., Chronicle, which Forney also owned.

Young preferred field reporting to office work, however, and continued to cover military events. In March 1862 he was arrested and briefly jailed for having unwittingly revealed Union troop movements in a war story he had published. He nevertheless was able to cover part of the Peninsula Campaign (March–July 1862) before falling ill with typhoid in May 1862. He then went back to Philadelphia, where he became editor of the Press. In the spring of 1864 he resumed his field reporting, covering the Red River Campaign (March 10–May 22, 1864). Young’s reporting was clearly meant to deflect criticism from Major General Nathaniel Banks, who was the operation’s principal land commander and for whom Young worked as a volunteer aide-de-camp. Indeed, Young wrote that the Union defeat had been overstated and that in general Union troops had handled themselves well.

In early 1865 Young went to work for war financier Jay Cooke, for whom he wrote advertising copy to promote the sale of war bonds. Young was the managing editor of the venerable New York Tribune from 1866 to 1869 and then was the publisher of the New York Standard from 1870 to 1872. From 1872 to 1877, he was chief European correspondent for the New York Herald.

Young served as U.S. minister to China from 1882 to 1885. He returned to journalism and was vice president of a railroad (1892–1897). He was appointed librarian of Congress in 1897. Young died on January 17, 1899, in Washington, D.C.
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Young, Pierce Manning Butler

Birth Date: November 15, 1836

Death Date: July 6, 1896

Confederate officer. Pierce Manning Butler Young was born on November 15, 1836, in Spartanburg, South Carolina, but moved with his family to Cartersville, Georgia, when he was three years old. He secured an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, but his pro-Southern sympathies led to his withdrawal in March 1861, just shy of graduation. Appointed a lieutenant in the Georgia Militia in the spring of 1861, he soon entered Confederate service and was assigned staff duties for Brigadier General Braxton Bragg, then in northern Florida. In July, Young became an adjutant in Colonel Thomas Cobb’s legion in Richmond. By the winter of 1862, Young had been advanced to major in the cavalry unit of Cobb’s Legion.

Young next joined Brigadier General Wade Hampton’s cavalry brigade, which was then attached to the Army of Northern Virginia. Young proved to be a fearless warrior and was wounded twice during the late summer of 1862. On November 1, 1862, he was appointed colonel of Cobb’s Legion and led his cavalry regiment brilliantly during the Battle of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863). He next saw combat during the Gettysburg Campaign (June–July 1863), during which his performance near Hunterstown, Pennsylvania, garnered much praise. Young sustained a third wound in August in eastern Virginia, and upon his recovery he received command of a cavalry brigade. He was advanced to brigadier general in October, to date from September 28, 1863. Young was again wounded in Ashland, Virginia, on May 30, 1864, and was on medical leave for several months.

Returning to duty in late August 1864, Young participated in the successful Hampton-Rosser Cattle Raid on September 16, 1864. That November he went south to Georgia, where he was charged with preparing Augusta and Savannah for an anticipated attack by Union forces under Major General William T. Sherman. Promoted to major general in December 1864, Young finished out the war contesting Sherman’s March through the Carolinas (January–April 1865).

After the war, Young returned to Georgia and became a planter. He also served four terms as a U.S. congressman (1868–1869, 1870–1875). From 1885 to 1887 he was U.S. consul general to Russia, and from 1893 to 1896 he was U.S. minister to Guatemala and Honduras. Young died on July 6, 1896, in New York City.
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Young, William Hugh

Birth Date: January 1, 1838

Death Date: November 28, 1901

Confederate officer. William Hugh Young was born on January 1, 1838, in Booneville, Missouri. His parents moved to Texas in 1840, where they settled in Clarksville, Red River County. Eight years later they relocated to Grayson County. Young entered Washington College in Tennessee but transferred to McKenzie College in Texas and then to the University of Virginia in 1859.

In 1861 Young left the university without graduating and made his way back to Texas, where he raised a militia company that became part of Colonel Samuel Bell Maxey’s 9th Texas Infantry Regiment. Commissioned a captain in the regiment in September 1861, Young distinguished himself in the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862). After Shiloh, he was promoted to colonel of the 9th Texas. He led his regiment at the Battle of Perryville (October 8, 1862). At the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863), Young had two horses shot out from under him and was himself wounded in the right shoulder. He recovered in time to lead the 9th Texas at the Siege of Jackson (July 10–16, 1863), where he led a charge during which he received a wound in the thigh that put him out of action for a month.

At the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863), Young was again wounded, this time in the chest. During the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864), Young was wounded severely in the neck at the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain (June 27, 1864). On August 15, 1864, he was advanced to brigadier general and replaced Brigadier General Mathew D. Ector as commander of Ector’s Texas Brigade. At the Battle of Allatoona (October 5, 1864), Young was leading his brigade on horseback when his horse was shot out from under him and he was again wounded, this time in the left leg. While traveling to the rear, his ambulance was captured by Union cavalry, and Young went without medical care until he was finally operated on for his wound on December 24, 1864.

Young remained in Union prison camps until he was released from Johnson’s Island, Ohio, on July 24, 1865. Following the war, he moved to San Antonio, Texas, where he practiced law and dabbled in real estate. He also assisted his father in organizing a freight line from San Antonio to Monterrey, Mexico. Young then organized the Nueces River Irrigation Company, by which he acquired considerable farm and ranch land. For a time he also owned the San Antonio Express (now the San Antonio Express News). Young died in San Antonio on November 28, 1901.
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Yulee, David Levy

Birth Date: June 12, 1810

Death Date: October 10, 1886

Florida politician and entrepreneur. David Levy Yulee was born David Levy on June 12, 1810, in Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, then part of the British West Indies. He later changed his surname to Yulee to deemphasize his Jewish roots. His father, Moses Levy, was a major land speculator in Florida and personally owned some 50,000 acres in northeastern Florida. By 1832, Yulee had relocated to St. Augustine, studied law, and was admitted to the bar that same year. He then practiced law, joined the militia, saw action during the Second Seminole War (1835–1842), and was elected to Florida’s Legislative Council. From 1841 to 1845, he served in the U.S. Congress as one of Florida’s territorial representatives. A Democrat, Yulee championed Florida statehood, which was attained in 1845. In 1855 he was elected to the U.S. Senate, becoming that body’s first Jewish member. Defeated for reelection in 1850, he left office in March 1851.

Returning to Florida, Yulee concentrated his efforts on acquiring land and building a railroad that would link Florida’s east and west coasts. In 1851 he established a 5,000-acre sugar plantation along the Homosassa River. Meanwhile, his railroad venture continued, and in 1853 it was officially chartered. Yulee was among the first Southern entrepreneurs to secure federal grants and assistance to construct a railroad. He also made use of public stock sales to raise revenue. Yulee’s railway eventually linked Fernandina (on the East Coast) with Cedar Key (on the Gulf Coast). Reelected to the U.S. Senate, Yulee served from March 1855 until January 1861, when he resigned during the secession crisis.

Yulee strongly supported secession and aligned himself with other leading secessionist politicians. In the Senate, he championed the undertaking of internal improvements. After Florida seceded in 1861, Yulee stayed out of political affairs. The war witnessed the destruction of his beloved railway, and he ardently opposed the proposed confiscation of some of his land, crops, and railway for the war effort. When the war ended, Yulee was taken prisoner and detained at Fort Pulaski outside Savannah, Georgia. Released several months later, he rebuilt his railroad and helped develop several coastal Florida towns, including Fernandina and Cedar Key. In 1880 he moved to Washington, D.C. On October 10, 1886, Yulee died while on a visit to New York City. The town of Yulee, Florida, was subsequently named for him, as was Levy County, Florida.

PAUL G. PIERPAOLI JR.

See also

Florida

Further Reading

Hühner, Leon. “David L. Yulee, Florida’s First Senator.” In Jews in the South, edited by Leonard Dinnerstein and Mary Dale Palsson, 52–74. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1973.

Nulty, William H. Confederate Florida: The Road to Olustee. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1990.


Z

Zollicoffer, Felix Kirk

Birth Date: May 19, 1812

Death Date: January 19, 1862

Confederate officer. A descendant of Swiss immigrants, Felix Kirk Zollicoffer was born in Maury County, Tennessee, on May 19, 1812. A journeyman printer, Zollicoffer fought in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) as a first lieutenant and in the 1840s rose to prominence in Tennessee politics as editor of the Nashville Republican Banner. He served as a U.S. congressman from 1853 to 1859, and in 1861 he was a member of the Unionist delegation to Washington, D.C., that sought to avert war.

On the departure of Tennessee from the Union in May 1861, Zollicoffer, although he opposed secession and had worked hard to maintain peace, offered his services to his state and was commissioned a brigadier general of the Tennessee Militia. On July 9, 1861, he was mustered into Confederate service at the same rank and given command of the East Tennessee District, an area of strong Unionist sentiment.

By the autumn of 1862, General Albert Sidney Johnston, Confederate commander in the West, grew concerned that Union forces under Brigadier General George Thomas would attack eastern Tennessee through the Cumberland Gap. Johnston ordered Zollicoffer, with 3,600 troops, to protect that strategic region.

Zollicoffer learned that Thomas was headed westward, threatening Bowling Green, Kentucky, and his own left flank. The aggressive Tennessean decided to strike first, while the numerical odds were somewhat even. In November, Zollicoffer crossed the Cumberland River and entrenched his men near Mill Springs, Kentucky.
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Felix K. Zollicoffer was a Confederate Army brigadier general. Zollicoffer, who suffered from poor eyesight, accidentally rode into the Union lines during the Battle of Mill Springs, Kentucky, on January 19, 1862, and was shot and killed. (Library of Congress)

President Jefferson Davis, meanwhile, had ordered Kentucky native Major General George B. Crittenden to take command of the District of East Tennessee. In January 1862 Crittenden ordered an advance upon Thomas’s camps near Logan’s Crossroads, six miles north of Mill Springs. Zollicoffer reportedly opposed this plan, as his forces were now outnumbered.

On January 19, 1862, the Confederates surprised Thomas. During the Battle of Mill Spring (Logan’s Crossroads), Zollicoffer, who had poor eyesight and was clad in a white raincoat, accidentally rode into Union lines. Realizing his mistake, he tried to escape but was shot and killed. The Southerners then began a withdrawal that soon became a rout.

Although sometimes portrayed as a brash and inept political general, Zollicoffer had actually enjoyed considerable success. He had kept Unionist eastern Tennessee relatively quiet, defended the Cumberland Gap, and guarded the longest line in the West with the fewest troops.
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Zook, Samuel Kosciuszko

Birth Date: March 27, 1821

Death Date: July 3, 1863

Union officer. Born in rural Chester County, Pennsylvania, on March 27, 1821, Samuel Kosciuszko Zook was typical of volunteer officers who served in the Union Army during the Civil War. At age 19, he was commissioned a lieutenant in the Pennsylvania Militia. Prior to 1861, he worked for the Washington and New York Telegraph Company, becoming superintendent at its New York City headquarters. While in New York, he joined the local militia. When the war began in 1861, Zook found himself a lieutenant colonel.

Zook’s 6th New York Militia Regiment served for three months at the beginning of the war, and for a time Zook was military governor of Annapolis, Maryland. Returning to New York at the end of that service, he recruited the 57th New York Infantry Regiment, becoming its colonel on October 19, 1861. His unit formed part of the 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, II Corps, Army of the Potomac. Zook performed well in the Battle of Seven Pines (May 31–June 1, 1862) and in the subsequent Seven Days’ Campaign (June 25–July 1, 1862). He missed the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) because of illness but was elevated to brigade command shortly thereafter.

As brigade commander, Zook led his men at Marye’s Heights during the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). His units sustained 527 casualties. On March 23, 1863, Zook was advanced to brigadier general of volunteers. He led his brigade in the Chancellorsville Campaign (April–May 1863) and the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). Hobbled by rheumatism, Zook took sick leave in Washington, D.C., rejoining his brigade in late June.

Zook participated in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), arriving with his brigade there early on July 2. Later that afternoon, the 1st Division of II Corps was rushed south to reinforce III Corps in the desperate fighting in the Wheatfield. Zook, who was mounted, led his four regiments into the fighting and was hit in the abdomen by a bullet and carried off the field to a toll house and makeshift hospital on the Baltimore Pike. Zook died of his wounds on July 3, 1863, in Gettysburg.
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Zouaves

Special military units that adopted the drill and colorful uniforms of the French Army Zouaves, first organized in Algeria in 1831. Both the Union Army and the Confederate Army contained Zouave outfits, although there were more such units in the North than in the South.
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A Union Army soldier with Zouave red fez and a musket. Both the Union and Confederate armies fielded Zouave units, adopting the colorful uniforms of these French army units formed in Algeria in the 1830s. (Library of Congress)

The first Zouave fighting unit was organized in North Africa by Algerian natives—the Zouaoua tribe—in 1831. Later the Zouave units were opened to French soldiers. During the Crimean War (1853–1856) and the Franco-Sardinian-Austrian War (1850), the Zouaves distinguished themselves with their bravery and tenacity, capturing worldwide attention. U.S. Army captain George McClellan allegedly saw Zouaves in action as a military observer during the Crimean War and was quite taken by their professionalism and performance.

Zouaves were perhaps best known, however, for their colorful and unconventional uniforms, which featured white leggings, baggy red pants, a blue sash, a dark blue vest, a red cape, a dark blue jacket, and a red fez with blue tassels. For dress parades, the fez was wrapped by a green turban. In the cool months, Zouaves wore white trousers instead of the baggy red pants.

The first Zouave unit raised in the United States was organized by Elmer E. Ellsworth in Chicago in 1860. He subsequently took his men on a multicity tour in the eastern United States, where they were much admired. Prior to the outbreak of war in 1861, Ellsworth also authored a drill manual designed specifically for Zouaves. Ellsworth recruited another Zouave unit from New York City firemen, also in 1861. The existing units at the time the war began had essentially been trained for elaborate military drill competitions. However, most members volunteered to fight as units when war came.

Among the Northern Zouave units to join the Union Army were Ellsworth’s Fire Zouaves from New York and Rush C. Hawkins’s and George Duryea’s Zouaves, also from New York. John M. Wallace’s Indiana Zouaves also fought, as did a Zouave outfit from Salem, Massachusetts. The 6th Maryland Infantry regiment had also adopted the Zouave uniform and procedures.

The Confederacy had comparatively fewer Zouave units, but these soon established a reputation for being fierce fighters. Perhaps the most distinguished of the Southern Zouave units was Chatham R. Wheat’s Tigers. Alabama, South Carolina, and Virginia also boasted Zouave outfits.

Each Zouave unit, which ranged in size from a company to a regiment, adopted its own unique uniform, although all were based largely on the Algerian-French design. Despite the fact that their uniforms made them far more visible than the standard-issue uniforms of the day, the Zouaves did not abandon their colorful attire during the war. While most units had been created between 1861 and 1863, the Zouaves were never at a loss for recruits, and so they admitted new recruits into their ranks right up to the end of the war in 1865. Zouaves fought in numerous battles, including the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), the Battle of Port Republic (June 9, 1862), and the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862), to name but a few.
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Medals, Decorations, and Military Honors

All modern military organizations confer decorations, symbolic distinctions that recognize gallantry, valor, distinguished service, or meritorious achievement. Ranking below decorations in importance, medals recognize service in a war, a campaign, a battle, periods of long peacetime service, or simply good conduct. All American military decorations and medals consist of a metal badge and a suspension ribbon with a color scheme unique to that award. The badge of an American medal is generally a bronze medallion, round in shape. The badge portion of an American decoration generally takes some distinctive shape, frequently stars or crosses of various forms. Although medals and decorations today are only worn in their full form on special occasions, for normal wear the award is represented by a ribbon bar in the same color pattern as the suspension ribbon. During the Civil War and for 40 years after, only the full forms of the award existed.

The first modern military decorations evolved from the chivalric and nobility orders that appeared in medieval Europe. Initially, such orders were awarded only to officers. As recognition was extended to enlisted soldiers, some countries developed a dual system of decorations, one for officers and one for enlisted men. Great Britain abandoned such a system only in 1993. In the United States, where democratic traditions contradicted the very notion of chivalric and noble orders, there was a long-standing resistance to the introduction of permanent military decorations and medals. That attitude only started to change during the Civil War period.

Congressional Honors

Beginning in the American Revolutionary War, the three highest forms of recognition bestowed on American military officers by the U.S. Congress were in reverse order of importance: (1) the Thanks of Congress, (2) the Congressional Sword, and (3) the Congressional Gold Medal. All three distinctions were expressed through a congressional resolution and entered into the officer’s permanent military record. The Congressional Sword and the Congressional Gold Medal included physical tokens of appreciation. But rather than being a military decoration for wear on the uniform, the Congressional Gold Medal was relatively large and intended for display in a case or on a tabletop. Every individual Congressional Gold Medal was uniquely designed for the person or persons being honored. The recipient of the first Congressional Gold Medal was General George Washington, on March 25, 1776.

After the Constitution was ratified, the U.S. Congress initially continued all three forms of recognition. Although not originally intended as an exclusively military honor, all of the Congressional Gold Medals until 1864 went to military officers. In that year, Cornelius Vanderbilt became the first civilian so honored. Since the Civil War, the Congressional Gold Medal has been awarded primarily to civilians. The only American military officer to receive a Congressional Gold Medal during the Civil War was Ulysses S. Grant. The medal was approved by an act of Congress on December 17, 1863, and also included the formal Thanks of Congress. No Congressional Swords were conferred during the Civil War. The last six were conferred for service during the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), and none have been awarded since.

The official Thanks of Congress was extended to U.S. Navy officers 19 times and to U.S. Army officers 15 times during the Civil War. On more than half of those occasions, the Congressional Resolution also included recognition of the officers and men under the respective commander. The Thanks of Congress was also conferred on two occasions to entire groups, without specifically naming commanders. David D. Porter received the Thanks of Congress three different times during the Civil War. David G. Farragut and William T. Sherman each received the Thanks of Congress twice. Andrew H. Foote and John L. Worden each received the Thanks of Congress on two different occasions but for essentially the same actions. Others who received the Thanks of Congress are as follows:

•  Brigadier General Nathaniel Lyon and officers and men under his command for the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861). Date of resolution December 24, 1861.

•  Captain Samuel F. Du Pont and officers, petty officers, seamen, and marines under his command for the Battle of Port Royal (November 3–7, 1861). Date of resolution February 22, 1862.

•  The officers, soldiers, and seamen of the U.S. Army and the U.S. Navy. Date of resolution February 22, 1862.

•  Captain Andrew H. Foote and the officers and men under his command in the Western Flotilla for the capture of Fort Henry and Fort Donelson, February 6 and February 11–16, 1862. Date of resolution March 19, 1862.

•  Captain Louis M. Goldsborough and officers, petty officers, seamen, and marines under his command for the Battle of Roanoke Island (February 7–8, 1862). Date of resolution July 11, 1862.

•  Captain David G. Farragut and the officers and men under his command for the Battle of Forts Jackson and St. Philip (April 18–28, 1862). Date of resolution July 11, 1862.

•  Lieutenant John L. Worden and the crew of USS Monitor for the Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862). Date of resolution July 11, 1862.

•  Captain Andrew H. Foote for the Battle of Island No. 10 (February 6, 1862). Date of resolution July 19, 1862.

•  Lieutenant John L. Worden for the Battles of Hampton Roads (March 8–9, 1862). Date of resolution February 3, 1863.

•  Captain Stephen C. Rowan for the Battle of New Bern (March 14, 1862). Date of resolution February 7, 1863.

•  Commodore Charles H. Davis for the Battle of Memphis (June 6, 1862). Date of resolution February 7, 1863.

•  Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren for distinguished service in the improvement of ordnance. Date of resolution February 7, 1863.

•  Commander David D. Porter for the Battle of Fort Hindman/Arkansas Post (January 9–11, 1863). Date of resolution February 7, 1863.

•  Commodore Silas H. Stringham for the Battle of Forts Hatteras and Clark (August 28–29, 1861). Date of resolution February 7, 1863.

•  Major General William S. Rosecrans and the officers and men under his command for the Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863). Date of resolution March 3, 1863.

•  Major General Ulysses S. Grant and officers and men under his command for “the rebellion.” Date of resolution December 17, 1863.

•  Captain John Rodgers for the Battle of Wassaw Sound (June 17, 1863). Date of resolution December 23, 1863.

•  Major Generals Joseph Hooker, Oliver O. Howard, George G. Meade, and the Army of the Potomac for the Gettysburg Campaign (June 3–24, 1863). Date of resolution January 28, 1864.

•  Major General Nathaniel P. Banks and the officers and men under his command for the siege of Port Hudson (May 22–July 9, 1863). Date of resolution January 28, 1864.

•  Major General Ambrose E. Burnside for the Knoxville Campaign (September–December 1863). Date of resolution January 28, 1864.

•  Major General William T. Sherman and the officers and soldiers under his command for the Chattanooga Campaign (October–November 1863). Date of resolution February 19, 1864.

•  Volunteer soldiers who have reenlisted. Date of resolution March 3, 1864.

•  Captain Cadwalader Ringgold and the officers and crew of USS Sabine for the rescue of USS Governor in 1861 and USS Vermont in 1862. Date of resolution March 7, 1864.

•  Rear Admiral David D. Porter for the Siege of Vicksburg (May 18–July 4, 1863). Date of resolution April 19, 1864.

•  Brigadier General Joseph Bailey for the Red River Campaign (March 1–May 22, 1864). Date of resolution June 11, 1864.

•  Captain John A. Winslow and the officers and men under his command onboard USS Kearsarge for the sinking of CSS Alabama (June 19, 1863). Date of resolution December 20, 1864.

•  Lieutenant William B. Cushing and the officers and men who assisted him in the sinking of CSS Albemarle (October 27–28, 1864). Date of resolution December 20, 1864.

•  Major General William T. Sherman and the officers and soldiers of his command for the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864) and the March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864). Date of resolution January 10, 1865.

•  Rear Admiral David D. Porter and the officers, petty officers, seamen, and marines under his command for the Battle of Fort Fisher (January 13–15, 1865). Date of resolution January 24, 1865.

•  Major General Alfred H. Terry and the officers and men under his command for the Battle of Fort Fisher (January 13–15, 1865). Date of resolution January 24, 1865.

•  Major General Philip H. Sheridan for the Battle of Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864). Date of resolution February 9, 1865.

•  Major General George H. Thomas and the army under his command for the Battle of Nashville (December 15–16, 1864). Date of resolution March 3, 1865.

•  Vice Admiral David G. Farragut and the officers and men under his command for the Battle of Mobile Bay (August 2–23, 1864). Date of resolution February 10, 1866.

•  Major General Winfield S. Hancock for the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Date of resolution April 21, 1866.

Brevet Promotions

Prior to the establishment of standing American military decorations, brevet promotions were the primary means to recognize an officer’s combat valor or distinguished service. A brevet promotion was an honorary advancement in an officer’s rank without an accompanying advancement in pay, although an officer could command at his brevet rank to lend prestige to an assignment or when cases of seniority were involved. The practice was adopted from the British by the Second Continental Congress and retained after the adoption of the Constitution in 1787. On April 6, 1818, Congress passed an act requiring that all brevet promotions be confirmed by the Senate. The system lost much of its prestige when wholesale brevet promotions were handed out at the end of the Civil War. Congress reacted in 1869 by tightening significantly the requirements for brevet promotions, which continued to be conferred in small numbers up to about the start of World War I, when the system finally lapsed.

The U.S. Navy never conferred brevet promotions, but the U.S. Marine Corps awarded them sparingly. Only 19 Marine Corps officers during the Civil War received brevet promotions for combat gallantry. Five of those officers—John L. Broome, Louis E. Fagan, James Forney, Charles Heywood, and William Wallace—each earned two brevet promotions. The U.S. Army never introduced a decoration to recognize brevet promotions, but the Marine Corps did. The now obsolete Marine Corps Brevet Medal ranks above all other American decorations and is either on the same level as or immediately below the Medal of Honor. (Considerable debate remains on this issue.) Since Marine Corps officers were not eligible for the Medal of Honor until 1915, brevet promotions were often considered to have been in lieu of the Medal of Honor. In 1921 the secretary of the navy authorized the creation of the Brevet Medal for Marine Corps officers who had received brevet promotions that had been confirmed by the U.S. Senate. The pattern of the Brevet Medal’s suspension ribbon is almost identical to that of the current Medal of Honor except that it is red with white stars rather than blue. Since the recipients of the award had to be still living, only 23 Brevet Medals were ever awarded. James Forney and Percival Clarence Pope were the only Civil War recipients. Forney had received three separate brevet promotions between 1862 and 1870, but he was awarded only a single Brevet Medal.

Decorations

The United States was the first nation to confer military awards on enlisted soldiers. In 1780 the Continental Congress authorized special one-time decorations, known as the André Medals, to honor the three New York militiamen who captured British intelligence officer Major John André, Benedict Arnold’s contact in the attempt to deliver West Point to the British. The first standing American military decoration was established by Washington in 1782. The Badge of Military Merit was a heart-shaped purple cloth badge sewn on the uniform sleeve. Sergeant Elijah Churchill, 2nd Regiment Light Dragoons, was the first to be so decorated. The Badge of Military Merit was awarded to only two other American soldiers and after the American Revolution fell into disuse. In 1932 the Badge of Military Merit was reestablished in its modern form as the Purple Heart, awarded for wounds received in combat. The Purple Heart was retroactive for service in all wars, but initially the recipient still had to be alive to receive it. During the early days of World War II, eligibility for the Purple Heart was extended to those who received mortal wounds.

In 1847 the U.S. Army established the Certificate of Merit to recognize privates for acts of heroism, both combat and noncombat. The award consisted only of a certificate, an entry in the soldier’s record, and an extra $2 per month in pay. The award lapsed after the Mexican-American War, but there would have been older soldiers serving in the Civil War with the Certificate of Merit on their records. Following the Civil War, the award was revived for the period of the Indian Wars, and eligibility was extended to noncommissioned officers. In 1905 the U.S. Army established a medal for the Certificate of Merit, which ranked in importance directly after the Medal of Honor. When the Certificate of Merit officially became obsolete in 1918, all holders of the certificate were authorized to convert their award to the newly established Distinguished Service Medal, the highest decoration for noncombat service. In 1934 an act of Congress authorized the conversion of the Certificate of Merit—including those that previously had been converted to the Distinguished Service Medal—to the more appropriate Distinguished Service Cross, the U.S. Army’s second-highest decoration for combat valor.

The Medal of Honor is America’s oldest continuous military decoration. It was established by the U.S. Navy on December 12, 1861, and by the U.S. Army on July 12, 1862. Eligibility for the award was extended to the start of the Civil War and the Indian Wars. The first recipient of the Medal of Honor was Private Jacob Parrott, who was decorated along with five other survivors of Andrews’ Raid (April 1862), popularly known as the Great Locomotive Chase. The first Medal of Honor action took place on April 13, 1861, in Arizona Territory, when U.S. Army assistant surgeon Bernard J. D. Irwin took command of a detachment of troops and led a mission to relieve a force of infantrymen trapped by a band of Chiricahua Apaches under Cochise. Irwin did not actually receive his award until 1894, however.

Because the Medal of Honor is awarded “in the name of Congress,” it frequently but erroneously is called the “Congressional Medal of Honor.” Since the introduction of the Medal of Honor, it has been America’s highest military decoration for battlefield heroism. The Medal of Honor is awarded by the president to members of the U.S. armed forces who distinguish themselves by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of their lives above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in combat against an armed enemy of the United States. Originally the Medal of Honor was authorized only for enlisted personnel. Officers became eligible for the army version of the Medal of Honor in 1863 and for the navy version in 1915. The army and navy versions of the Medal of Honor differed initially in that the Army Medal of Honor could be awarded only for acts of combat valor. The Navy Medal of Honor was also awarded for exceptional noncombat valor up through 1942. The badge of the original design for both versions was an inverted five-pointed star and a ribbon representative of the American flag. The navy version of the Medal of Honor was suspended from the ribbon by an anchor, while the army version was suspended by an eagle surmounting a pair of crossed cannon barrels.

America’s only military decoration at the time, the Medal of Honor was awarded 1,522 times during the Civil War, including 1,198 army awards, 307 navy awards, and 17 navy awards to marines. Since 1861, 19 American soldiers, sailors, or marines have received the Medal of Honor twice. The first so honored was Captain Thomas Custer, who along with his brother, Lieutenant Colonel George Armstrong Custer, was killed in action at the Battle of the Little Big Horn in 1876. Thomas Custer earned both of his awards during the Civil War’s Appomattox Campaign. Three American sailors and one soldier earned one Medal of Honor during the Civil War and a second during a subsequent conflict, including Captain (later Major General) Frank D. Baldwin, who earned his second Medal of Honor during the Indian Wars. Four civilians were awarded the Medal of Honor during the Civil War: contract surgeon Dr. Mary Walker, army scout William Woodall, and navy pilots Martin Freeman and John H. Ferrell.

The Medal of Honor was America’s only military decoration for all practical purposes for almost 60 years. Quite often the criteria for the award were far less rigorous than they are today, and some of the earliest awards were questionable. In 1916 the army convened a special board to review all of the army’s awards and rescind those found not to have been conferred properly. On February 15, 1917, the army struck 911 names from the Roll of Honor, including the 29 members of President Abraham Lincoln’s 1865 funeral escort detail and all 864 members of the 27th Maine Volunteer Infantry Regiment, who were given the award as an incentive to reenlist to defend Washington just prior to the Battle of Gettysburg. (The 27th Maine never served in combat during its period of service.) Among the most famous of those losing their medals in the Purge of 1917 were Dr. Walker, America’s only female Medal of Honor recipient, and scout Woodall. As civilians, both were ruled to have been ineligible for the award in the first place. William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody and three other Indian Wars–era civilian scouts were also stripped of their medals. The navy, on the other hand, never applied the same criteria to its two civilian boat pilots, Freeman and Ferrell, who retained their Medals of Honor. Dr. Walker’s Medal of Honor was restored in 1977, and based on that precedent, Woodall, Cody, and the other three scouts had theirs restored in 1989.

In May 2010 Secretary of the Army John McHugh approved the award of the Medal of Honor to Lieutenant Alonzo Cushing, an artillery battery commander who was killed in action at Gettysburg while beating back Pickett’s Charge on July 3, 1863. Cushing’s battery’s first sergeant, Frederick Fuger, survived the battle and did receive the Medal of Honor. The final authorization of Cushing’s award requires a special act of Congress, which as of early 2013 had not been passed.

Campaign Medals

Campaign medals recognize participation in a war or specific campaign. Although the first official American campaign medals were established in the early years of the 20th century, the membership badges of various veterans’ organizations throughout the 19th century served as unofficial campaign medals and were authorized for wear on U.S. Army uniforms up through 1905. The Society of the Cincinnati, an organization of American Revolutionary War officers, was the first such organization to issue a membership medal for uniform wear. Immediately after the capture of Mexico City on October 13, 1847, American officers formed the Aztec Club of 1847. At least one photograph exists of Confederate lieutenant general James Longstreet in uniform wearing the medal of the Aztec Club of 1847. The Civil War Union veterans’ organization, the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), created a medal for its members that looked conspicuously similar to the Medal of Honor, including the inverted five-pointed star and the American flag suspension ribbon. The GAR Medal can be seen clearly in the official portraits of two chiefs of staff of the army, Lieutenant Generals Samuel B. M. Young and John Coalter Bates.

The Society of the Cincinnati, the Aztec Club, and other war service organizations became hereditary groups, which led to such curious situations as grandsons and great-grandsons and even great-great-grandsons of Revolutionary War, Mexican-American War, and Civil War veterans continuing to wear on their uniforms through the end of the 19th century the war service medals earned by their ancestors 40 and even 100 years previously. That ended in 1905 when President Theodore Roosevelt established the modern system of American campaign medals. For many years Congress had steadfastly refused to authorize campaign medals. Roosevelt bypassed Congress by declaring that campaign medals were badges and that as commander in chief he had the authority to designate which badges could be worn on military uniforms. The secretary of war issued General Order No. 4 in 1905 establishing a medal for the Certificate of Merit and campaign medals for the Civil War, the Indian Wars, the Spanish-American War, the Philippine Insurrection, and the China Relief Expedition. The U.S. Navy and the U.S. Marine Corps followed suit in 1908.

Confederate Awards

The Confederates planned to award medals to officers for “conspicuous courage and good conduct on the field of battle” and to one enlisted soldier per regiment, as determined by a regimental vote following each battle. When wartime restrictions and shortages made it impossible to supply the medals, the Confederate Congress on October 13, 1862, established the Roll of Honor, to be maintained by the adjutant general. Following the war, the government intended to award the appropriate medal, which was supposed to be the equivalent of the Union’s Medal of Honor. By the end of the war, 2,109 Confederate soldiers and sailors were listed on the Roll of Honor. Thirty-eight were listed twice. Private John Lewallen of the 2nd Mississippi Infantry was listed three times, and Corporal S. L. Neeley, also of the 2nd Mississippi, was listed an incredible five times.

The only actual medal authorized and awarded by the Confederate government was the so-called Davis Guard Medal. Suspended from a green ribbon and fashioned from Mexican silver pesos for enlisted men and cast in gold for officers, the Davis Guard Medal was awarded to 49 members of the 1st Texas Heavy Artillery for beating back a large Union invasion force at the Battle of Sabine Pass (September 8, 1863) in Texas.

The Texas Gold Star was a semiofficial medal awarded in 1865. A woman in Texas sent a package of nine golden stars to General Robert E. Lee with the request that they be awarded to “the bravest soldiers of Hood’s Texas Brigade.” Lee forwarded the stars to the unit along with his approval for the award. The recipients of the Davis Guard Medal and the Texas Gold Star were all listed in the Confederate Roll of Honor.

In 1898 the United Daughters of the Confederacy initiated a service medal to be awarded to any Confederate veteran for “loyal honorable service to the South.” The Southern Cross of Honor thus became the Confederate equivalent of the North’s GAR Medal. Unlike the GAR Medal, however, the Southern Cross of Honor was never authorized to be worn with American military uniforms. Another unofficial Southern campaign medal was the New Market Cross of Honor, presented in 1904 by the Virginia Military Institute Alumni Association to those members of the Cadet Battalion who had fought in the Battle of New Market (May 15, 1864) in the Shenandoah Valley.

In August 1968 the Sons of Confederate Veterans, meeting in Nashville, Tennessee, adopted a resolution to follow through with the original 1862 intent of the Confederate Congress by establishing and awarding a Confederate Medal of Honor. The first such award was made posthumously in 1977 to Private Samuel Davis of Tennessee. As of 2012, 53 Confederate Medals of Honor have been awarded posthumously, including to Brigadier General Wade Hampton, Captain John Singleton Mosby, and Major John Pelham. Most but not all of the recipients have been listed on the Roll of Honor. Each award requires thorough documentation and evaluation by the organization’s Medal of Honor Committee. In 1977 the Sons of Confederate Veterans also established a Roll of Honor Medal and a certificate for presentation to descendants of all soldiers listed on the original Roll of Honor.
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Military Ranks

During the period of the Civil War, the military forces of both sides had two primary classes of soldiers: officers and enlisted men. This distinction originated in ancient times and then through the beginning of the 20th century reflected closely the social class distinctions of society as a whole. An officer was by definition a gentleman, but this was not so for a common soldier. This distinction was fairly rigid in the military forces of the Confederacy. There was a somewhat greater flexibility between the officer and enlisted ranks of the Union forces, but the social gap remained.

Officers, who traditionally comprise 10–15 percent of American military forces, were further divided into three basic groups. In the army and marines, company-grade officers (lieutenants and captains) are responsible for the leadership of companies. Field-grade officers (majors and colonels) lead regiments. General officers command the higher echelons and also coordinate the overall direction and operations of the military forces. Then as now, it was the general officers who answered directly to the political leadership of their respective governments.

Enlisted soldiers, sailors, and marines were divided into two basic categories: enlisted men and noncommissioned officers (NCOs). The NCOs have always been the backbone of any modern military organization. They were trained and led squads and sections and assisted the officers in the leadership of companies. At the regimental and higher levels, selected NCOs assisted the staff officers in the administration of the units. As in the armies of all nations at the time, the larger majority of the enlisted ranks denoted the distinctions within the NCO corps. The NCOs in the U.S. Army and the U.S. Marine Corps included corporals and sergeants. In the U.S. Navy, all NCOs were and still are designated petty officers.

As early as 1775, a distinct class of specialist officers with limited command authority evolved in the U.S. Navy, adopted from British practice. Known as warrant officers, they ranked above the senior-most petty officers but below the lowest commissioned officer rank. The other American services adopted warrant officers only during the 20th century.

Officer candidates attending the U.S. Military Academy at West Point or one of several private military colleges such as the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) were known as cadets. Those attending the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis were designated midshipmen. Both today are essentially temporary training ranks with no authority outside their training establishments. Cadets and midshipmen today do not serve in active military operations until after they receive their commissions. During the period of the Civil War, however, midshipmen were classified as warrant officers in the U.S. Navy and routinely served aboard ship. Cadets normally were not supposed to serve in operational army units, although cadets from the Military College of South Carolina (the Citadel) did participate actively in the battle for Fort Sumter, and VMI cadets fought in the Battle of New Market. West Point cadets were not deployed to combat directly, although several classes were graduated and commissioned early to provide more officers for the Union Army.

Rank and pay grade are often considered to be the same thing. Although roughly synonymous, they are not exactly the same, nor have they ever been in American military service. Each specific rank has a distinctive insignia and a defined legal authority. This is not so for pay grade. There are many examples of two or even more ranks within the same pay grade, but although the pay is the same, the relative rank is not.

U.S. Army

The officer rank structure of the U.S. Army was adopted from that of the British Army during colonial times and has remained fairly consistent through to the U.S. Army of today. Brigadier general (one star) and major general (two stars) were the only general officer ranks in the Continental Army. Even as commander in chief, George Washington was only a major general. When he was recalled to active duty in 1798 to assume command of the U.S. Army during the period of increasing tensions with France, President John Adams made Washington the first officer to hold the rank of lieutenant general (three stars). After Washington died in 1799, the rank was abolished in 1802 and remained inactive until 1855, when Winfield Scott received a brevet promotion to lieutenant general with a retroactive effective date to 1847. (See below for further discussion of brevet promotions.)

Promoted to lieutenant general on March 2, 1864, Ulysses S. Grant was the first officer to hold that substantive rank since Washington. On July 25, 1866, Grant became America’s first full general (four stars) with the rank title of general of the army (not to be confused with the five-star rank of general of the army established in 1944).

During the early years of the republic, ranks were distinguished by the shape and amount of fringe of the epaulets of officers’ uniforms. In 1836 the U.S. Army adopted shoulder straps for field uniforms, while epaulets remained for dress uniforms. Colonels wore an eagle on their shoulder straps, lieutenant colonels wore oak leaf insignia, and captains and first lieutenants wore two bars and one, respectively. Majors and second lieutenants had no specific insignia, although other uniform items clearly distinguished a major as a field-grade officer. Infantry officers wore gold rank insignia; all other officers wore silver insignia. In 1851 silver was adopted as the insignia color for colonels and lieutenant colonels of all branches, and gold was adopted for the bars of captains and first lieutenants. Only after the Civil War, in 1872, majors were authorized a gold leaf to distinguish them from second lieutenants, and the bars of captains and first lieutenants were changed to silver. Second lieutenants continued to wear empty shoulder straps until the beginning of the 20th century and the introduction of the single gold bar insignia.

A brevet promotion was an advancement in an officer’s rank without an accompanying advancement in pay or assigned position. The brevet system was adopted from British practice by the Second Continental Congress. After the adoption of the Constitution in 1787, the brevet system was retained as the U.S. military slowly built back up. On April 6, 1818, Congress passed an act requiring that all brevet promotions be confirmed by the Senate. During the 19th century, brevet promotions were conferred on officers for valor in the presence of the enemy or for distinguished service. Prior to the Civil War, brevet promotions were also conferred upon officers for 10 years of faithful service at the same rank if no regular vacancies were available in the next higher rank. Until the Medal of Honor was established in 1861, the brevet promotion was the sole means of formally recognizing an officer’s heroic conduct in combat. While brevet promotions were largely honorary, an officer could command at the brevet rank to add gravitas to a position or in cases involving seniority.

Militia and volunteer ranks further complicated the army officer rank structure throughout the 19th century. From the War of 1812 through the Spanish-American War, the U.S. Army depended heavily on state militia and volunteer units in times of crisis. Separate from the standing state militia units that could be called into federal service, the volunteer units were federal formations hastily raised for the war at hand and then just as quickly disbanded. Typically, the volunteer units were led by regular army officers detailed to command the volunteers at much higher ranks than they held in the regular army. The situation was complicated ever further with the authorization of brevet volunteer rank in March 1863. By 1865, then, an officer could hold any or all of five different ranks, all of which were duly recorded in his permanent record: regular army rank, regular army brevet rank, volunteer rank, volunteer brevet rank, and state rank of some state, although a regular officer would rarely hold a militia rank.

George Armstrong Custer is a case in point. An 1861 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, Custer was promoted to captain in the regular army in May 1864. He also received five regular army brevet promotions, the last being to brevet major general in March 1865. Meanwhile, he was made a brigadier general of volunteers in June 1863, a brevet major general of volunteers in October 1864, and a major general of volunteers in April 1865. In February 1866 Custer was mustered out of volunteer service, and that July he was promoted in the regular army to lieutenant colonel, the highest substantive rank he ever held.

Grant, who had resigned from the army in July 1854 as a captain, returned to duty in June 1861 as a volunteer colonel of infantry. He was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers and major general of volunteers in August 1861 and February 1862, respectively. On the basis of his battlefield successes, he was appointed a major general in the regular army in July 1863.

During the Civil War, large numbers of brevet promotions were awarded, and the system was rife with abuse. On March 13, 1865, the army gave brevet promotions to a huge number of officers for “faithful and meritorious service,” including many staff officers who had spent the entire war sitting behind desks at the War Department. Those brevets fostered a great deal of anger and resentment among the officers who had received their brevets for heroic conduct in the face of the enemy. Two other large groups of Civil War brevet promotions were conferred on March 2 and November 6, 1867. The three waves of end-of-war brevets covered almost every officer who had served the Union.

Congress reacted on March 1, 1869, by passing an act requiring that all future brevet promotions be awarded only for “distinguished conduct and public service in the presence of the enemy.” Congress further tightened the brevet promotion system by passing a law on July 15, 1870, stipulating that “Hereafter no officer shall be entitled to wear while on duty any uniform other than that of his actual rank, on account of having been brevetted; nor shall he be addressed in orders or official communications by any title other than that of his actual rank.” The restrictive language of the March 1869 congressional act effectively held up all brevet promotions for the next 25 years. Although briefly revived during the Indian Wars period, thereafter brevet promotions were almost extinct. The introduction of the Medal of Honor during the Civil War marked the beginning of the end of the brevet system, and the introduction in the early 20th century of the subordinate level awards for valor, such as the Distinguished Service Cross and the Silver Star, completely eliminated the justification for brevet promotions.

The militia units of the colonial period all included NCOs based on the British model, and that system was carried over to the Continental Army. Initially the only two NCOs were corporals and sergeants, but as the Revolutionary War progressed, the ranks of sergeants expanded to differentiate their various levels of responsibility. Systems of varying colored epaulets were the first American NCO rank insignias. The U.S. Army uniform regulations of 1821 introduced for the first time chevrons as the distinctive insignias of rank for NCOs. Sergeants wore a single large point-up chevron between the elbow and the shoulder. Corporals wore the single chevron between the elbow and the wrist. The insignia for sergeant major was introduced in 1825 and consisted of a horizontal bar connecting the two extreme points of the chevron, resulting in a large triangle.

The uniform regulations of 1847 identified five specific NCO ranks. All the insignia consisted of chevrons worn between the shoulder and the elbow, and all were worn points up except for soldiers in mounted units, who wore theirs points down. At the company level, corporals wore two chevrons, sergeants wore three chevrons, and first sergeants wore three chevrons above a diamond. At the regimental staff level, the quartermaster sergeant wore three chevrons tied together with three horizontal bars. The sergeant major wore three chevrons tied together with three arcs.

The uniform regulations of 1851 established the basic pattern of NCO rank insignia that remained in effect until 1902. Points-down chevrons became the standard for all branches. The rank of ordnance sergeant, consisting of three chevrons and a star, was added to the regimental staff. The specialist rank of hospital steward consisted of a single green diagonal half-chevron 1.75 inches wide and embroidered with a gold caduceus. At the company level, the new specialist rank of pioneer consisted of a pair of crossed axes but no chevrons or stripes. Regimental NCOs wore insignia made from silk, while company NCOs wore worsted insignia. The insignia were very large by modern standards. The chevrons were 10 inches across at their widest point, and the sergeant major chevron was 8 inches from top to bottom. The chevrons on the field uniform were made from a single piece of felt, with the individual stripes delineated by chain stitching, usually black. The basic color of the chevron matched the color of the uniform trouser stripe and indicated the NCO’s branch of service: yellow for cavalry, red for artillery, and light blue for infantry. Artillery soldiers to this day are called Redlegs.

Following the Civil War, the U.S. Army added additional NCO ranks based on specialized functions. All new rank insignias, however, were based on the existing system. The 1902 uniform regulations did little to alter the enlisted rank structure, but what did change completely was the look of enlisted rank insignia. The basic arrangement of chevrons, arcs, bars, specialist marks, and branch colors remained essentially the same, but they were all converted to a points-up configuration and reduced in size to the standard three-inch width still worn on U.S. Army uniforms today.

United States Navy

The rank structure of the U.S. Navy started out considerably different than that of the U.S. Army. When the Continental Navy was established in 1775, it had only three officer ranks—captain, lieutenant, and midshipman—although the exact status and authority of a midshipman were ill defined. The ranks were distinguished by variations in the arrangement of the buttons on the uniform. Shoulder epaulets were introduced in 1777. By 1781, the rank of first lieutenant designated the senior-most lieutenant on a ship. All other lieutenants were designated as second lieutenants. The sailing master was a specialist officer responsible for deck operations and navigation. Ranking below the lieutenants and above the midshipmen, the sailing master was the first American warrant officer. Midshipmen, who were officer candidates in training, also were ranked as warrant officers.

Until 1862, captain was the highest permanent rank in the U.S. Navy. Commodore was a temporary rank accorded officers who commanded squadrons and who might be referred to thereafter by that title as a matter of courtesy, although reverting to the actual paid rank and formally addressed rank of captain. While serving in command, commodores wore the same one-star rank insignia of army brigadier generals and were authorized to fly a personal pennant from their flagships. In 1852 the rank of commodore was changed to senior captain, although it remained a temporary rank. On June 30, 1862, Congress decreed that senior captains become commodores, equal to army brigadier general, with a commensurate pay grade.

On June 30 also, in addition to commodore, Congress established the ranks of rear admiral, lieutenant commander, and ensign. The first promotions to rear admiral were backdated to July 16. Four officers immediately became admirals (in order of previous seniority): David G. Farragut, Louis M. Goldsborough, Samuel Du Pont, and Andrew H. Foote. Rear admiral was equivalent to army major general. On December 31, 1864, David G. Farragut became the U.S. Navy’s first vice admiral, equal in rank to an army lieutenant general, and on July 26, 1866, he became the navy’s first admiral, equivalent to an army general.

When the U.S. Navy was reestablished in 1794, it had only four substantive line officer ranks below the temporary rank of commodore. Captains, the equivalent of army colonels, commanded major ships of the line. Master commandants and lieutenants-in-command commanded the lesser ships. Lieutenants served as subordinate offices on all ships. As the U.S. Navy grew, the number of recognized warrant officer specialties increased, including boatswain, gunner, sailmaker, and carpenter. The most senior warrant officer on a ship remained the sailing master, who ranked as almost the equivalent of a commissioned officer and enjoyed wardroom privileges. Surgeons, surgeon’s mates, and pursers also ranked as warrant officers. The warrant officer rank of passed midshipman was established in 1830. Ranking above a midshipman but below a sailing master, a passed midshipman was one who had completed all the necessary requirements for commissioning and was waiting for a lieutenant’s billet to come open. In 1837 the rank title of master commandant was changed to commander, and sailing master was changed to master. That same year, the navy also introduced four specialist warrant officer ranks for engineers. By the time of the Civil War, surgeons, engineers, and pursers were considered commissioned officers but not in the line of command.

In 1852 the navy started to move toward a system of indicating rank more by insignia rather than the amount of gold trim on the uniform. In 1862, as noted, the navy introduced the rank of lieutenant commander; it was equivalent to the army rank of major. That same year the senior-most warrant officer rank of master became a commissioned rank equivalent to army first lieutenant, and passed midshipman became ensign, equivalent to an army second lieutenant. For the first time the navy and army had equivalent rank structures for officers, with the navy adopting army rank insignia for shoulder straps. All navy shoulder straps of the Civil War period also featured an anchor. To this day, army and navy officers wear almost identical pin-on collar insignia. The navy also employed stripes at the cuff of uniform coats to designate rank.

As a service heavily dependent on technology, the navy continued to rely extensively on warrant officers. From 1864 to 1886, the two basic categories of warrant officers were line and staff. The line warrant officers included midshipmen, boatswains, gunners, and master’s mates. The staff warrant officers included carpenters and sailmakers.

The U.S. Navy’s first uniform regulation was not issued until 1797, and it only specified uniforms for commissioned and warrant officers. A standard uniform for enlisted sailors was not established until 1817, and even then, enlisted rank insignia did not appear until 1841. From the beginning of the Continental Navy, only a few specialist jobs existed above the level of ordinary seaman. These included boatswain’s mate, gunner’s mate, master-at-arms, cook, and armorer. Up through the start of the Civil War, most of the warrant officers were authorized mates, who in 1841 were officially designated petty officers, the navy’s first actual NCOs. These included the boatswain’s mate, sailmaker’s mate, carpenter’s mate, cooper, gunner’s mate, gunner of the gun room, quarter gunner’s mate, armorer, master-at-arms, cook, and steward.

The navy uses the term “rate” for enlisted ranks and the term “rating” for a sailor’s designated skill specialty. The NCOs in the navy were and still are designated petty officers. In 1814 the navy added the rank of master’s mate, which although a mate rating was still considered a warrant officer. The master’s mate rank was abolished in 1845. It was reintroduced in 1863, and although the master’s mate continued to wear the uniform of a warrant officer, it was now considered the senior-most NCO rank. In 1886 the title of the rank changed to master-at-arms, and in 1894 it changed to chief petty officer.

Between 1845 and 1866, the two basic ranks of petty officer were line and staff. The insignia was an eagle surmounting a vertical anchor. Line petty officers, such as boatswain’s mates, gunner’s mates, and masters-at-arms, wore their insignia of rank on their right sleeves with a star above the eagle’s head. Staff petty officers, such as machinists, boilermakers, cooks, musicians, and carpenter’s mates, wore their rank insignia on the left sleeve, with no star above the eagle. Below the level of petty officer, sailors were designated as seamen, ordinary seamen, and landsmen and boys, designated by three white stripes, two white stripes, and one white stripe, respectively, on the cuff of the uniform jumper. The U.S. Navy’s enlisted rank and insignia that are the foundation of today’s system were not introduced until the period between 1886 and 1897.

United States Marine Corps

Although the small U.S. Marine Corps had always been part of the Department of the Navy, marine rank structure was always based closely on that of the army. During the Revolutionary War period, the marines had only four officer ranks: second lieutenant, first lieutenant, captain, and major (only one, the commandant). From 1800 to 1834, the senior officer in the Marine Corps was the lieutenant colonel–commandant. The officer rank and insignia structure adopted by the Marine Corps in 1839 closely paralleled the system adopted by the army in 1832. The two structures have been almost identical ever since except that the Marine Corps has always had fewer senior officer ranks than the U.S. Army. In 1834 the rank of the Marine Corps commandant was raised to colonel, and in 1867 it was raised to brigadier general.

In 1839 the Marine Corps introduced the system of six enlisted ranks and rank insignia that the army would adopt in 1847. At the same time, the Marine Corps adopted the iconic color scheme of gold chevrons on a scarlet background that the marines wear on their dress uniforms to this day. When the army changed to points-down chevrons in 1851, however, the marines continued to wear theirs points up. The 1839 system remained virtually unchanged for the next 59 years.

United States Coast Guard

The U.S. Coast Guard has never been part of the Department of the Navy or the Department of Defense, although it is one of America’s uniformed armed services. Originally established in 1790 as the Revenue Cutter Service, the Coast Guard has at various times come under the Treasury Department and the Transportation Department and is currently under the Department of Homeland Security. In time of war, however, the Coast Guard functions under the operational control of the U.S. Navy.

In the early years of the 19th century, there was some tension between the U.S. Navy and the Coast Guard over the issue of uniforms and ranks, with the navy staunchly opposing any similarities between the two services. By 1834 the Coast Guard had four officer ranks—captain, first lieutenant, second lieutenant, and third lieutenant—with the rank distinctions indicated by combinations of buttons on the uniform sleeves. In 1853 the Coast Guard adopted shoulder straps, with captains wearing two gold bars, first and second lieutenants wearing one gold bar, and third lieutenants wearing no bars on the strap. In 1864 captains started wearing a gold leaf on their shoulder straps, while first lieutenants wore two gold bars. That same year Coast Guard line officers started wearing the iconic Coast Guard Shield above their sleeve stripes to distinguish them from the navy line officers, who wore a star. Between 1905 and 1918, the Coast Guard’s officer rank structure and rank insignia scheme became identical to that of the navy, with the senior rank being commodore.

During the period of the Civil War and up until 1891, the Revenue Cutter Service had only three distinct enlisted ranks: petty officers, seamen, and boys. There were no distinct insignias of rank. In 1908 the Revenue Cutter Service adopted the navy’s enlisted rank structure and rank insignia scheme.

Confederate States of America

Between 1861 and 1865, the Confederate States of America based its army, navy, and marine corps on the respective Union counterparts, from which most of the Confederate senior officers were drawn. Confederate Army second lieutenants, first lieutenants, and captains wore one, two, and three horizontal gold bars, respectively, on the stand-up collars of their uniform coats. Majors, lieutenant colonels, and colonels wore one, two, and three gold stars, respectively. All general officers regardless of rank wore the same insignia of three gold stars encircled by a wreath. The center star was slightly larger than the two flanking stars.

Originally the Confederate Army had only had brigadier generals, but major generals, lieutenant generals, and generals were added within the first year of the war. Five Confederate officers were promoted to the rank of full general on August 31, 1861. They were the first American officers to hold that rank. Appointed in order of seniority, they were Samuel Cooper, Albert Sidney Johnston, Robert E. Lee, Joseph E. Johnston, and P. G. T. Beauregard. Joseph E. Johnston had been the only U.S. Army general officer who resigned to serve the Confederacy. Braxton Bragg was promoted to full general on April 12, 1862, and Edmund Kirby Smith was promoted on August 21, 1862. John Bell Hood was promoted to the temporary rank of general on July 18, 1864, but his promotion was never confirmed by the Confederate Congress, and he reverted to the rank of lieutenant general in January 1865. Robert E. Lee was appointed to the position (not a rank) of general in chief of the Confederate Army on January 23, 1865. Throughout his Confederate service, Lee at his own discretion always wore the rank insignia of a colonel, which was the highest rank he had held in the U.S. Army. Eighteen Confederate officers also held the rank of lieutenant general.

Confederate Army NCO ranks and insignia were essentially identical to those of the U.S. Army during the same period, including the distinctive branch colors of blue for infantry, yellow for cavalry, and scarlet for artillery. As in the Union Army, all chevrons were worn points down.

The Confederate Marine Corps had the same rank structure and insignia as the Confederate Army. Colonel was the highest officer rank. The NCO ranks were the same as the army’s except that like their Union counterparts, Confederate marines wore their chevrons points up.

The Confederate Navy’s rank structure was almost identical to that of the U.S. Navy during the period 1852 to 1862. The system of cuff stripes was almost the same except that Confederate officers wore a loop in the top stripe, characteristic of British Royal Navy officer ranks. Masters wore blank shoulder straps. Lieutenants, commanders, and captains wore one, two, and three stars, respectively, on their shoulder straps. Above captain, the Confederate Navy had initially only the single rank of flag officer, who in contrast to Confederate Army general officers wore four stars. The rank of rear admiral and admiral were authorized in 1863. Franklin Buchanan was the sole admiral (five stars) appointed; Raphael Semmes was the only rear admiral. Passed midshipmen, midshipmen, and warrant officers wore distinctive combinations of cuff buttons. There was only a single rank of petty officer, which had a fouled anchor as its insignia. Certain petty officer specialties wore the rank on the left sleeve, and others wore it on the right sleeve. The distinction, however, was not as clear as between line and staff petty officers as in the Union Navy.
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Glossary of Terms





	abaft
	Nautical term for “further aft than,” toward the stern or rear of a ship.



	abatis
	Makeshift defense consisting of felled trees with the branches, often sharpened, pointing outward toward the enemy.



	accoutrements
	A soldier’s gear except for weapons or clothing.



	accrocher
	To grapple and board an enemy vessel.



	action
	The mechanism of a firearm whereby it is loaded, fired, and unloaded.



	adjutant
	The staff officer who serves as the administrative assistant to a commanding officer. Through him the commanding officer receives communications and issues orders. The adjutant general is the senior officer of the army’s administrative services.



	adrift
	A vessel loose from its moorings.



	aft
	Toward or near or at the rear of a ship.



	aground
	For a ship to become mired or stuck on the bottom of a body of water.



	ahead
	Direction in front of a ship’s bow.



	aide-de-camp
	Staff officer.



	all hands
	All members of a ship’s crew, including officers.



	aloft
	Any position above the highest deck of a vessel.



	amidships (midships)
	In or toward the middle of a ship, both between the fore and aft sections and between the port and starboard sides.



	amphibious warfare
	Landing of troops onshore from ships.



	anchorage
	Area suitable for the mooring of a vessel.



	armada
	Large number of warships.



	armistice
	Arranged halt to fighting (means literally “arms standing still”).



	army
	Military unit, usually composed of several corps or divisions along with support troops. During the Civil War, the major Confederate armies were usually commanded by full generals, while Union armies were commanded by major generals.



	army group
	Largest military unit, usually composed of several armies. During the Civil War, Major General William T. Sherman commanded an army group in the Atlanta Campaign and in the campaign in the Carolinas.



	astern
	Behind a ship.



	athwart
	Nautical term for at right angles to a point; across.



	awash
	Level with and open to the surface of the water.



	AWOL
	Acronym for “absent without leave,” when military personnel leave their units for periods of time without permission but often return after an extended period.



	ball
	The original name for the lead ball fired by muskets and early rifles. The ball was originally cylindrical in shape and solid.



	ballast
	Additional weight placed low in the hull of a ship to improve its stability and allow the vessel to carry more sail. Ballast can be external (outside the hull) or internal (inboard) and permanent (as in concrete) or temporary (as in saltwater tanks).



	ballistics
	The science of projectiles.



	barbette
	Protective circular armor feature for a cannon or heavy artillery piece either on land or in a ship. The name comes from the French term en barbette, the practice of firing a gun over the crest of a parapet (defensive wall) rather than through an opening (embrasure). En barbette provides better angles of fire but less protection.



	barge
	Large flat-bottomed vessel used to transport goods. Barges are utilized in both inland and coastal waters and are usually towed by a tugboat.



	bark (barque) or barkentine barquentine)
	A ship of three or more masts, square-rigged on the foremast and mainmast and fore-and-aft rigged on the mizzenmast. The earlier strict definition referred to a three-masted sailing vessel only; however, modern usage encompasses all vessels of such rig, regardless of the number of masts. The masts, from forward to aft, are foremast, mainmast, mizzenmast, and, if a fourth is carried, jiggermast. On five-masted barks, the center mast becomes the middlemast, the fourth mast is termed the mizzenmast, and the after mast is referred to as the jiggermast. A variation of the type is the jackass bark in which a fore-and-aft sail was rigged on the lower mainmast and square sails were rigged on the top and topgallant masts.



	barrage
	Concentrated artillery bombardment, a barrier of fire, usually delivered close to friendly troops for the purpose of screening them from the enemy.



	barrel
	The tube in a weapon that directs the projectile.



	bastion
	A pointed projecting part of a fortification protruding from the face of the main fortification or at an angle at its corners. The term is loosely applied to any imposing structure.



	battalion
	Military units consisting of several companies or a subdivision of a regiment. Usually commanded by a lieutenant colonel or major.



	battery
	A group of guns. In nautical usage, battery denotes all guns on one side of the ship.



	battle
	A series of related tactical engagements.



	beam
	Nautical term for the breadth of a ship at its widest point. The waterline beam is the measurement at the point where the hull touches the waterline.



	bearing
	The horizontal direction of one terrestrial point from another.



	beat
	Nautical term meaning to sail toward the direction of the wind (windward). Must be sailed on a zigzag course with sails close-hauled.



	berm
	Fortification term for the narrow space between a ditch and the base of the parapet.



	bilge
	The rounded part of the ship’s hull where the bottom curves up toward the sides.



	bilges
	The lowest part inside the hull where bilge water collects. Bilge water accumulates as a result of spray, rain, condensation, or leaks.



	bivouac
	A temporary military camp, often without tents or cover.



	blank
	A cartridge or shell without a projectile that is intended to produce noise when fired.



	blockade-runner
	A ship that attempted to pass through a blockade, either outward bound or on return. During the American Civil War, blockade-runners were often specially constructed speedy steamers built in Great Britain.



	boarding ax
	Ax used by boarding parties at sea to cut away rigging and remove obstructions.



	boarding pike
	Long-handled pike primarily used at sea to defend against boarding parties.



	boatswain
	Sailor in charge of deck operations and maintenance of sails, rigging, anchors, and cables. Pronounced “bosun.”



	bomb
	Exploding shell, usually fired from a mortar, but also a term for ships (bombs, bomb vessels, or bombards) carrying one or two mortars each and used to bombard shore installations.



	boom
	A long spar used to extend the foot of a sail.



	bore
	The hole running the length of the barrel through which a projectile moves.



	bow
	The front part or prow of any vessel.



	bow chase
	Cannon mounted in the fore part of a ship used to fire in the pursuit of an enemy vessel.



	breastworks
	Defensive barricade created to protect troops from enemy small arms fire.



	breech
	(1) The rear end of a barrel. (2) The part of the rifle or gun that is opened to allow the introduction of cartridges to load or unload a weapon. It is closed when the weapon is unloaded or loaded and ready to fire.



	breechloader
	Any weapon that is loaded at the breech, or rear, rather than at the muzzle, or front.



	brig
	(1) Short for brigantine, a two-masted square-rigged ship; such ships were fast and maneuverable and were especially favored in the 18th century and the first half of the 19th century. (2) A place of confinement aboard ship.



	brigade
	A military unit, usually consisting of two or more regiments and combined with other brigades to form a division in size. During the Civil War, brigades were commanded by a brigadier general or senior colonel.



	broadside
	Simultaneous, or nearly so, firing of all guns on one side of a ship.



	buck and ball
	A musket load intended for close-in fire involving a large buckshot bound on top of a smoothbore musket ball.



	bummers
	(1) Foraging or marauding soldiers in the Civil War. Union Army bummers were especially active during Major General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea. (2) A person who was safely to the rear of the army or otherwise away from combat. (3) A forage or fatigue cap.



	bushwhackers
	Irregular forces operating during the Civil War in rural areas where there were sharp divisions between the two sides in the conflict. Bushwhackers did not feel bound to observe traditional military conventions regarding the treatment of civilians and wantonly burned and destroyed property and committed atrocities. Bushwhackers were especially active in Missouri.



	butternut
	Term for Confederate soldiers, taken from the yellow-brown dye that incorporated walnut hulls and was used in coloring the common Confederate uniforms. The color was known as butternut.



	caliber
	The nominal internal diameter of the bore measured from land to land, or the nominal diameter of the projectile.



	calibration
	The process of test-firing a gun to determine the performance of a specific gun/ammunition lot combination, as compared to standard data listed in firing tables.



	campaign
	A series of related military operations designed to achieve one or more strategic objectives within a given time and space.



	camp follower
	Term used to identify civilians who followed in the wake of armies or provided for their needs while encamped in order to succor the troops or to provide goods such as foodstuffs or liquor or services not normally available to the army, including cooking, laundering, and sexual services. Camp followers might include wives and children of the soldiers. Camp followers usually accompanied the baggage train. Often quite numerous, they added to an army’s logistical problems.



	canister (cannister)
	Small shot packed usually in a tin case fitting the bore of the gun that breaks open on firing, scattering the shot, much like a large shotgun.



	cannon
	Gunpowder weapon, usually with a long barrel and designed for long-range flat-trajectory fire.



	cantonment
	Temporary or semipermanent military camp. The word is derived from the French canton, meaning “corner” or “district.”



	caponier
	Part of a defensive fortification consisting of a masonry gallery with embrasures, built across a ditch to flank the curtain wall.



	carbine
	A rifle that has been cut down in length of barrel in order to make it easier to carry and utilize (especially for cavalrymen in the 19th century). U.S. tradition holds that a carbine has a barrel length of 22 inches or less.



	carcass
	Iron shell packed with combustible material and with holes from which the flame may burn; used to set fire to buildings and ships.



	careen, to
	To heave a ship down by one side to clean or repair its bottom.



	carronade
	Short, light-for-caliber, chambered, muzzle-loading gun of short range and low velocity developed in 1776 by the Carron Company of Scotland. The carronade had no trunnions and was attached to its carriage by means of a lug at the bottom of the gun. It reached its maximum efficiency and use in the War of 1812, but some carronades saw service in the Civil War.



	cartel ship
	A ship used to transport prisoners.



	cartridge
	Cylinder containing the gunpowder charge for a gun or firearm. The cartridge prevented overcharging and caking of loose powder. Initially the cartridge was usually of cloth. Such cartridges continued in use with the largest guns, while smaller guns and individual firearms came to employ cartridge cases of brass with an attached primer to set it off. A cartridge then consisted of the bullet, the cartridge case with the powder charge, and the primer.



	case
	The container component of a cartridge that is filled with the powder propellant and has a primer affixed to it.



	casemate
	An armored vaulted chamber in a fortress with embrasures through which guns are fired; in naval usage it is a sloping armor plate pierced with gun ports, which while less protected than a gun turret and allowing for a smaller firing arc is much less expensive and is lighter in weight for a given level of armor protection. The Civil War saw the construction by the Confederacy of large numbers of casemated ironclad warships, of which the lead ship was CSS Virginia.



	case shot
	In its earliest form, a projectile consisting of a wood or canvas case filled with various kinds of scrap metal, musket balls, or stones fired from a cannon. Wooden cases came to be preferred. Later, case shot was a shell made up of several small iron balls packed in a cylindrical tin case and fired from a cannon, a precursor to modern explosive shell. See also shrapnel and spherical case shot.



	cashier (v.)
	To dismiss an individual from government service.



	casus belli
	An event used as justification for war.



	cease-fire
	Halt in armed combat, sometimes temporary in nature.



	center of gravity
	The hub of all power and movement upon which everything depends; that characteristic, capability, or location from which enemy and friendly forces derive their freedom of action, physical strength, or the will to fight. (Concept developed by Carl von Clausewitz.)



	chain shot
	Two-shot or hemispheres connected by a chain and fired from cannon. Used primarily at sea in the Age of Fighting Sail to damage masts and spars or disable rigging.



	chamber
	The rear part of the barrel of a rifle or gun into which the cartridge is loaded and where it is fired.



	charge
	(1) As a noun, another name for the propellant in a gun or firearm; also, an attack. (2) As a verb, an obsolete term meaning to load; also, to attack.



	chase gun
	A cannon mounted in the fore part of a ship and capable of firing on an enemy ship during a pursuit. Such guns were usually those capable of firing at longer distance.



	chasseurs
	Light infantry or cavalry capable of rapid movement.



	cheval-de-frise (pl. chevaux-de-frise)
	Literally “horse of Friesland,” for the Netherlands province where the cheval-de-frise was first employed. Chevaux-de-frise were large wooden boxes crossed by timbers on which iron spikes were secured. Weighted down by stone, the boxes were sunk in a river with the spikes pointing downstream and just below the surface of the water at low tide. If the chevaux-de-frise did not rip open the hulls of the ships, they would at least have to be removed, a difficult, time-consuming process for an attacker.



	circumvallation
	Line of fortifications built by a besieging army around an enemy fortification and facing toward it. A circumvallation is designed to protect the besiegers against attacks (sorties) by the besieged as well as to strengthen the blockade of a fortress or city. Lines of circumvallation generally consist of earthen ramparts and entrenchments and may be used as a base for launching assaults against the besieged city and for constructing additional earthworks closer to it.



	close-hauled
	Nautical term for sailing as close to the wind as possible.



	coehorn
	Small mortar for trench warfare, usually carried by two men and capable of throwing grenades and small shells.



	columbiad
	The first U.S. shell gun. A short, rather light gun designed as an alternative to the carronade and usually designated as an 18-pounder, the columbiad may have been a rebored cannon. Attributed to Colonel George Bomford, columbiads were employed in the War of 1812. Later the term came to be applied to any large, relatively short, smoothbore cannon. Such weapons were usually employed in seacoast fortifications.



	column
	A military or naval formation that is greater in depth than in breadth. Put another way, it is small laterally and deep from front to rear. For ground troops, it is usually the march formation, with columns deploying into line to charge.



	combined arms
	The synchronized application of two or more arms (infantry, artillery, cavalry, and engineers) in which the strength of one of the arms either complements the strengths of the other arms or compensates for their weaknesses. In Civil War terms, this refers to army-navy operations.



	commander
	Navy officer rank, known as master commandant until 1838, between the ranks of captain and lieutenant.



	commerce raiding
	A form of economic warfare; attacks on an enemy’s merchant ships by means of privateers or warships.



	commissaries
	Officials responsible for providing supplies for military forces.



	commission
	To place a ship in service under the direct command of a designated officer once it is fitted out for sea.



	commissioned officer
	An officer who has command over noncommissioned officers and enlisted men and whose rank is conferred by a government.



	commodore
	Naval rank. Usually a temporary title for captains who commanded a squadron of vessels, it became a substantive rank during the Civil War. Commodores flew broad pennants from their ships. Generally another captain had charge of the actual running of a commodore’s ship. As a courtesy, commodores were often referred to by that title after they were no longer in that capacity. The rank was denoted by a single star and was equivalent to the army rank of brigadier general.



	company
	Military unit made up of several platoons, usually numbering some 150 men in size and commanded by a captain. Several or more companies make up a battalion. Ten to 12 companies made up a Civil War regiment.



	conscription
	Compulsory enlistment of men of a certain age for military service.



	consort
	A ship accompanying another, usually larger, ship.



	contravallation
	Line of fortifications constructed by a besieging army in order to protect it from being attacked by enemy forces seeking to raise the siege. This second line of fortifications, generally consisting of earthen ramparts and entrenchments, parallels the line of circumvallation that faces inward toward the enemy fort but differs in that it faces outward. In addition to protecting troops involved in the siege from outside attack, the line of contravallation strengthens the blockade of the enemy fortress or city, making it more difficult for the latter to bring in supplies.



	cook off
	The firing of a round from the chamber, producing sufficient heat to cause spontaneous combustion in the cartridge propellant.



	Copperheads
	Term originating in 1861 and used by Republicans to describe the Peace Democrats, likening them to the poisonous snake of the same name.



	corps
	Military unit, made up of two or more divisions and support troops. During the Civil War, Confederate Army corps were generally commanded by lieutenant generals, while Union Army corps were commanded by major generals.



	corvette
	A smaller flush-decked, three-masted, square-rigged warship. Also known as a ship, a sloop of war, and occasionally a sloop.



	cottonclad
	Confederate gunboats during the Civil War that were given double pine bulkheads bolted together and stuffed with compressed cotton to serve as protection against small arms fire only. A number had reinforced bows of oak and iron, enabling them to act as rams. They mounted only one or two guns each but were somewhat faster and more agile than their Union counterparts.



	counterbattery fire
	All fire directed against enemy artillery.



	counter preparation fire
	Planned fire delivered on an enemy preparing to attack, designed to neutralize the attacking force, disrupt its preparation fire, and de-synchronize its fire and maneuver.



	counterscarp
	Outer wall or slope of a ditch surrounding a fortification.



	counterscarp gallery
	In a fortification, a work behind the counterscarp that allows defense by means of reverse fire.



	coup de main
	Literally, a blow of the hand, an offensive operation that capitalizes on surprise and simultaneous execution of supporting operations to achieve success in one swift stroke.



	coup d’oeil
	Literally, a stroke of the eye, a concept that Carl von Clausewitz called the quick recognition of the truth, the commander’s intuition.



	covered way
	In a fortification, the space between the counterscarp and the crest of the glacis by means of which the defenders may move without being seen or subject to enemy fire.



	crank
	Nautical term for a vessel likely to heel or capsize.



	culmination
	The point in time and space when the attacker’s combat power no longer exceeds that of the defender or when the defender no longer has the capability to resist successfully. (Concept developed by Carl von Clausewitz.)



	curtain wall
	The part of the wall of a fortification that connects bastions.



	cutlass
	Short heavy sword, slightly curved, used in boarding ships or to repel boarders.



	cutter
	Single-masted fore-and-aft–rigged vessel.



	decisive point
	A point, usually but not always geographic in nature, that when obtained or retained provides a commander with a marked advantage over his opponent. Decisive points can also include other physical elements, such as enemy formations, command posts, or communications nodes. (Concept developed by Carl von Clausewitz.)



	defeat in detail
	Tactic of destroying an enemy force in battle, unit by unit. Most often this is possible because the individual enemy units are operating out of supporting range of each other. Such a tactic exposes one’s own forces to minimum risk, allowing the concentration of superior resources on smaller enemy forces yet ultimately bringing the destruction of the whole.



	defilade
	A condition of being masked from the enemy’s direct observation and direct fire.



	demonstration
	Military maneuver in which an attacker feints an assault on a portion of the enemy line in order to distract the defenders and permit the main attack to be launched elsewhere.



	deploy
	To spread troops out from a column into a line of battle for combat.



	depth
	The concept of extending military operations against an enemy in both space and time.



	direct fire
	The process of firing any weapon by sighting and aiming it directly at the target.



	ditch
	The evacuation around a fortification; when it is filled with water, it is called a wet ditch or moat.



	division
	Military unit composed of two or more brigades, often combined with other divisions to form a corps. A division is usually commanded by a major general, but during the Civil War it was not uncommon for brigadier generals to head divisions.



	double envelopment
	Tactical maneuver whereby the flanks of an enemy are attacked simultaneously, after it has advanced forward, in an effort to surround the enemy unit and destroy it.



	dragoons
	Mounted infantrymen or medium cavalry who used horses to move about but then usually fought on foot.



	echelon attack (attack en echelon)
	A refused attack on an enemy position in which the attack occurs in sequence from right to left or vice versa in parallel but nonaligned formation. Such attacks were designed to force an enemy to reinforce that portion of his line, weakening it elsewhere.



	embalmed beef
	Term applied during the Civil War and the Spanish-American War for canned beef often found in field rations.



	embrasure
	Opening on a parapet in a fortification to permit the firing of a gun.



	enfilade
	As a verb, to position one’s own forces on the flank of an enemy so as to be able to fire upon the length of the enemy line.



	enfilading fire
	Fire delivered against the flank of an enemy position or formation for the purpose of raking it.



	ensign
	National flag flown by warships in commission. Also a naval commissioned rank (equivalent to an army second lieutenant) established in 1862.



	envelopment
	To close upon an enemy from another direction. In a double envelopment, the enemy line is enclosed from both flanks.



	eprouvette
	A single-piece fixed-elevation mortar employed to test the power of gunpowder.



	executive officer
	Second-in-command.



	fascine
	Long cylindrical bundle of brushwood, firmly bound together and used to fill ditches.



	feint
	Military maneuver designed to deceive an enemy that a certain maneuver, usually an attack, will occur in a certain place when in fact none is planned there.



	fieldpiece
	Lighter weight and more easily transportable cannon used on the battlefield.



	filibuster
	An individual who engages in an unauthorized military expedition into a foreign country to foment or support a revolution. The term is usually used to describe U.S. citizens who attempted expansionist activities in Latin America in the mid-19th century.



	fire adjustment
	The process of correcting the point of impact of artillery fire until a suitable effect can be achieved against the target.



	firearm
	A term often used synonymously with gun, but specialists restrict the word “firearm” to handheld weapons such as muskets, rifles, and pistols.



	fire control
	The tactical command of one or more firing units for the purpose of bringing fire to bear on a specific target at a specific time.



	fire direction
	The process of calculating and applying specific target firing data to individual weapons or firing units.



	firepower
	The projection of kinetic energy force against an enemy with the purpose of suppressing, neutralizing, or destroying it; one of the primary elements of combat power.



	fireship
	A vessel that is filled with combustibles and then set on fire and cast adrift to float in the current in hopes of setting fire to an enemy ship or ships.



	flag lieutenant
	Flag officer’s personal staff officer.



	flag officer
	Commissioned officer, sufficiently senior to be entitled to fly a flag showing that he exercises command. The term usually refers to senior officers in the navy or coast guard and generally those who hold the rank of commodore or admiral. However, strictly speaking, it also applies to general officers in the army, air force, or marines, as these officers are also permitted to fly their own flags.



	flagship
	The ship from which an admiral or other officer executes command.



	flank
	The side of a military formation.



	flank attack
	An attack on the side or sides of an opposing force.



	flèche
	A small V-shaped defensive earthwork, open at the rear.



	fleet
	The largest naval formation, commanded by an admiral.



	floating battery
	A type of warship, often improvised or experimental, that is designed for defensive firepower and carries a heavy armament but has few other qualities as a warship.



	flotilla
	A grouping of smaller warships that may be part of a larger fleet. The word derives from the Spanish diminutive of flota, meaning “fleet”; thus, the term “flotilla” means “little fleet.” A flotilla includes all small surface vessels, usually the same class of ship, under the command of a captain.



	flying battery
	Term for light artillery, drawn by two or more horses and capable of rapid deployment on the battlefield.



	Foot Cavalry
	Name given to Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s infantrymen in the 1862 Shenandoah Valley Campaign for their speed of movement on forced marches.



	fore-and-aft rigged
	Nautical term for a ship rigged with sails in line with the keel when at rest; schooner or sloop rigged.



	forecastle
	A partial deck over the gun deck in the forepart of a warship; pronounced “fokesul.”



	formation
	(1) A grouping of units—usually infantry or cavalry, with artillery, engineers, and other units in support—capable of operating independently of the main army. The term is most often applied to brigades, divisions, or corps. (2) A pattern or method of drawing up units for battle, as in a column on land or line-ahead at sea.



	fougasse
	Improvised mine constructed by making a hollow in the ground or rock and filling it with explosives and projectiles.



	fouling
	Deposits created within the chamber and barrel of a firearm. Fouling can cause jamming, misfires, and catastrophic failure. Fouling as a consequence of early gunpowder, which left much residue in the bore, and was the reason for the excessive windage and hence inaccuracy in early firearms.



	fraise
	A defensive palisade formed of pointed timbers pointing in an upward, slanting pattern.



	friction
	The accumulation of chance errors, unexpected difficulties, enemy actions, and confusion in battle. (Concept developed by Carl von Clausewitz.)



	frigate
	In the Age of Fighting Sail, a three-masted square-rigged ship (each mast had crossyards) with a single covered gun deck. Large frigates carried 50–60 guns, and small frigates carried 26–38 guns. Frigates performed scouting for the fleet or operated on detached service.



	furlough
	Leave granted an enlisted man by his commander, usually at the company or regimental level. A furloughed soldier left his weapons and accoutrements behind and carried papers identifying him, specifying his return date, and stating that failure to return by that date would result in his being branded a deserter. Officers were granted leaves of absence.



	gabion
	A cylindrical wicker basket, open at each end, filled with earth and used to fortify a position or erect a battery.



	gas
	The product of the firing of the propellant charge. The expansion of the gasses is what drives the projectile down the barrel.



	general chase
	Naval term whereby pursuing ships are freed to act on their own, with the fastest pursuing ship overhauling the slowest enemy ship.



	glacis
	Gradually sloping earthen area in front of the counterscarp of a fortification to enable defending artillery and infantry at the counterscarp to have a clear field of fire against attackers.



	grapeshot
	Type of artillery ammunition consisting of iron balls (generally nine in number) around a wooden spool and weighing the same as a single large solid shot. The whole was in a canvas bag and bound with cord so that it resembled a bunch of grapes. Grapeshot scattered when fired. It was employed at close range against both personnel and small boats.



	guerre à outrance
	French term for fight to the finish.



	guerre de course
	Warfare directed against an enemy nation’s seaborne trade, carried out by smaller warships and privateers.



	guerrilla warfare
	Deriving from the Spanish term for “little war” and emerging from the Napoleonic Wars in Spain, guerrilla warfare is a form of highly flexible irregular warfare, usually conducted by small groups of combatants who more or less operate on their own, employing hit-and-run and ambush tactics on enemy units in the field. Usually guerrilla warfare is employed by the side in war that lacks numerical or technological advantage.



	gun
	While the term “gun” is often used as a generic term for any firearm other than a pistol, specialists restrict the term to larger weapons, such as artillery pieces and naval guns, rather than to describe handheld muskets or rifles.



	gunboat
	(1) In the Age of Fighting Sail, a small vessel mounting one to two guns and propelled both by sails and long oars known as sweeps. (2) In the modern era, any small armed ship, often known as a patrol gunboat, and running the gamut from river gunboats to river monitors.



	gun deck
	The covered deck or decks of a warship that support the main gun battery (batteries).



	gun ports
	Openings cut in the side of a ship through which cannon may be fired.



	gunpowder
	The earliest propellant for guns and firearms, gunpowder consisted of a mixture of charcoal, saltpeter, and sulfur. It was also known as black powder because of its color.



	handgun
	A pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being fired while held in one hand or both hands. In current usage, the term “handgun” applies only to pistols and revolvers, although it originally applied to muskets and rifles as well.



	hang fire
	A greater delay than is expected in the discharge of a gun or firearm. Hang fire may be due to a malfunctioning primer or any number of other reasons.



	havelock
	White kepi with a long tail that draped over the wearer’s neck and shoulders, designed to ward off sunstroke. Worn early in the Civil War, it was eliminated when it was found to cut off the circulation of air.



	haversack
	White canvas bag about one foot square holding a Civil War soldier’s daily rations. Equipped with a waterproof liner and a flap that buckled in place, it was slung by a strap over the right shoulder and rested on the left hip.



	heel, to
	Nautical term for a ship to lean over on one side.



	hors de combat
	French term for “removed from combat.” A wounded soldier or badly damaged vessel was said to be hors de combat.



	horse artillery
	Highly mobile light field guns drawn by teams of horses, with the gun crews riding on the limbers or on horseback.



	hot shot
	Solid shot that was heated and then fired with the intention of setting wooden buildings and ships on fire.



	hot shot furnace
	A furnace used for heating solid shot.



	howitzer
	A short gun of 5 to 10 calibers designed originally for high-trajectory intermediate-range fire and usually of bronze and chambered. Howitzers are the second major category of artillery, between guns and mortars.



	hulk
	An obsolete ship stripped of fittings and permanently moored, especially for use as storage or as an accommodation vessel for personnel or as a prison ship.



	hull
	The body of a ship, excluding superstructure and masts.



	indirect fire
	The process of aiming a large-caliber weapon, usually an artillery piece, by applying a vertical angle of tube elevation for range and a horizontal angle from some fixed reference point for direction. Such a procedure is necessary when a target lies beyond the visual range of the gun crew.



	in irons
	Naval term for a sailing ship that is unable from lack of wind to move while heading into the wind and attempting to tack.



	initiative
	The ability to set or change the terms of battle.



	in ordinary
	Term of the Age of Fighting Sail for a ship that is laid up, the equivalent of the modern term “mothballing.”



	intelligence
	In the military sense, the product resulting from collecting, processing, integrating, analyzing, evaluating, and interpreting information concerning an enemy force.



	interdiction
	Actions to divert, disrupt, delay, or destroy an enemy force before it can affect friendly forces.



	invalids
	Soldiers disabled for active service.



	invest
	To assault or lay siege to an enemy position, usually a city or fortification.



	ironclad
	Nineteenth-century term for a wooden warship protected by iron plate and later made largely of iron.



	joint operations
	Coordinated, synchronized, and mutually supporting military operations conducted by two or more military services of the same nation. During the Civil War, this applied to army-navy cooperation.



	kedging
	Nautical term for the technique of sending out a boat from another boat or ship with a line. The boat takes up position and then anchors, and the line is used to pull the other vessel to it.



	kepi
	U.S. Army forage cap, the headgear most often associated with the Civil War. This French-style military cap had a short, round, flat crown and a leather visor. The original 1858 forage cap had a taller crown that flopped forward. Both sides employed the kepi during the war.



	ketch
	Strongly built fore-and-aft–rigged ship with tall mainmast and smaller mizzenmast. This type of ship was often adapted to mounting mortars for shore bombardment, in which case it was known as a bomb ketch or simply a bomb.



	lands
	The raised portion or ridges between the grooves in the bore of a rifled gun. The spiraled lands impart spin to the projectile, improving accuracy in flight.



	langridge
	Artillery ammunition, consisting of irregular small pieces of metal, packed like canister shot, that scattered on firing, much like a shotgun. Used at close range against personnel on land and at sea.



	larboard
	The port or left side of a ship when facing toward the bow.



	lee gauge
	Naval term for the direction away from the wind, the opposite of weather gauge.



	leeward
	Direction away from the wind.



	letter of marque and reprisal
	Commission granted by a government to an individual or individuals fitting out an armed private vessel that enabled them to seize the goods and ships of an enemy country.



	liaison
	The contact or intercommunication maintained between elements of military forces to ensure mutual understanding and unity of purpose and action.



	light infantry
	Infantry trained for a more flexible and mobile tactical role than regular infantry.



	line
	(1) A military or naval formation greater in breadth than depth. (2) Ordinary infantry or cavalry, as opposed to guard or light troops.



	line of operations
	A directional orientation that connects a force in the field with its base of operations and its objective. (Concept developed by Carl von Clausewitz.)



	lines of communications
	All routes (land and water) that connect an operating military force with its base of operations and along which supplies, information, and military forces move.



	linstock
	Instrument that held a slow-burning match with which early cannon were fired.



	logistics
	The system of planning and executing the movement and sustainment of forces in the execution of military operations.



	luff, to
	Nautical term, meaning to pull the tiller to the side in order that the ship sails closer to the wind.



	lunette
	Two- or three-sided fort, with its rear open to interior lines.



	magazine
	Place where powder and ammunition are stored.



	main battery
	The principal guns in a ship.



	maneuver
	Battlefield movement to gain positional advantage; one of the primary elements of combat power.



	martial law
	Military law; the temporary military governance of a civilian population.



	mask
	To hinder or prevent from activity an enemy troop formation.



	maximum range
	The range after which a bullet or shell is no longer effective.



	merlon
	Fortification term for the part of a parapet between two embrasures.



	mobilization
	The raising of armed forces of a nation for active service in a national emergency or war.



	mole
	Breakwater, along which on the sheltered side ships may berth. In the Age of Fighting Sail, a mole was usually a structure of stone extending at right angles from the shore.



	mortar
	A short artillery piece designed for high-angle fire over obstacles. Early mortars generally had a large bore in proportion to length and fired explosive shell. They were usually mounted at a fixed angle with the trunnions at the breech end. Range was adjusted by varying the powder charge.



	muzzle
	The mouth of a firearm.



	muzzle velocity
	The speed, usually measured in feet per second or meters per second, with which a bullet or shell leaves the muzzle of a weapon.



	nautical mile
	Unit of measurement at sea, equivalent to 6,076 feet.



	neutralization fire
	A firepower effect designed to render a target temporarily combat-ineffective for a specific period.



	noncombatant
	Legal term describing individuals not taking part in hostilities. Included in this category are military personnel such as medical stewards and chaplains. Wounded or sick soldiers who are hors de combat also fall under this category.



	noncommissioned officer (NCO)
	An enlisted soldier promoted to a position of leadership, between an officer and the enlisted men.



	no quarter
	The failure of a victor to show clemency or mercy or to spare the life of the vanquished upon surrender.



	oblique order or oblique attack
	Also known as the declined or refused flank, a military tactic with which the commander of an attacking force concentrates his own resources against a portion of the enemy line. Requiring highly disciplined and well-trained troops able to maneuver and deploy rapidly, the oblique attack allows a commander with weaker or equal forces to achieve local superiority in numbers and attempt to defeat his enemy in detail.



	operational art
	Military planning and execution actions at the operational level of war.



	operational level of war
	The distinct level of warfare between the tactical and the strategic.



	order of battle
	(1) The disposition of troops and other military personnel in preparation for combat. (2) A tabular organization of units with information on each. During the Civil War, only the first definition applied; the second was known as “table of organization.”



	ordnance
	Weapons and their associated hardware and appliances. Usually applied only to heavy guns.



	ordre mixte
	An extremely adaptable infantry formation employing troops in line and in column (fire and shock).



	panada
	Combination of crumbled hardtack and medicinal whiskey or water, employed in field hospitals for patients during the Mexican-American War and the Civil War.



	parade
	The area, usually within a fort, where troops would assemble for drill and inspection.



	parallels
	Large trenches employed in siege operations and dug at various distances from the objective (and aligned to run parallel to it). Parallels sheltered troops and stores prior to a final assault on the enemy position.



	paramilitary
	Civilians organized along military lines.



	parapet
	Wall of a fortification.



	partisans
	Irregular troops or guerrillas.



	petty officer
	Naval noncommissioned officer.



	picket
	A small detached body of troops set out in front of a camp or defensive position to warn of an enemy approach.



	pioneers
	Combat engineers, as opposed to construction or topographical engineers; also known as pioneer infantry or sappers.



	platoon
	Military formation, made up of several squads. Several platoons constitute a company.



	point-blank
	Range term for cannon shot firing at flat trajectory.



	point d’appui
	Fortified or secure point where troops are assembled prior to battle.



	preparation fire
	Fire delivered prior to an attack by friendly maneuver forces, designed to disrupt enemy defenses and fire.



	primer
	An easily initiated explosive found in the cap of a cartridge.



	privateer
	Vessel of war owned, manned, and armed by private, as opposed to state, resources but nonetheless commissioned by the national government to cruise against ships of an enemy nation.



	projectile
	An object fired by firearm or gun. The bullet/shell becomes a projectile on exiting the weapon.



	prolonge
	Eighteen-foot-long length of 3.5-inch hemp rope. It had an iron hook on one end, a metal eye in the center, and three chain links and a toggle on the other end. The prolonge was kept wound around two hooks on a gun carriage and, when removed, was employed by the gun crew in maneuvering an unlimbered fieldpiece.



	provost marshal general
	Chief of military police. The first U.S. officer to hold this position was Colonel (later brigadier general) James Fry, in 1863.



	Quaker gun
	Fake cannon, often fashioned from logs, to give an enemy a false impression of one’s own strength.



	quarter
	To take mercy on an opponent when he surrenders, sparing that individual’s life.



	quarterdeck
	The part of the upper deck abaft the mainmast, including the poop deck when there is one and usually reserved for officers, their guests, and passengers.



	quartermaster
	Commissioned officer whose duty it is to secure clothing and supplies for soldiers or sailors.



	raid
	A surprise attack against an enemy, usually of short duration and by a small force.



	rake
	To cannonade the length of an enemy ship, with one’s own vessel positioned at a 90-degree angle, either from bow or stern. On land, enfilade fire.



	rampart
	In a fortification, a steeply sloped earthen embankment topped by a parapet.



	rank and file
	Common soldiers.



	ravelin
	Defensive outwork of two faces that forms a salient angle. The ravelin was constructed outside the main ditch and in front of the curtain of a fortification.



	razee
	Ship altered by the removal of its upper deck(s).



	reconstitution
	Actions taken by higher headquarters to rebuild combat-worn military units to a level of effectiveness commensurate with mission requirements and available resources.



	redan
	Simple form of defensive earthwork formation, not completely enclosed and with two sides forming a salient angle, similar to a flèche.



	redoubt
	Small independent earthwork, usually square or polygonal in shape and completely enclosed.



	regiment
	Body of troops, made up of two or more battalions and commanded by a colonel. Combined with other regiments to form a brigade.



	registration fire
	Artillery term for the procedure of adjusting the fire of guns onto their targets by observation and recording (thus registering) the final data of elevation and deflection needed to hit particular targets.



	retrograde movement
	An orderly retreat.



	revetment
	Retaining wall constructed to support the interior slope of a parapet that provided additional protection for troops from enemy fire and that kept the interior slope nearly vertical. Civil War revetments might be made of logs, wooden planks, fence rails, fascines, gabions, sod, or stones.



	ricochet fire
	Type of artillery fire when a shot is deliberately fired in such a trajectory as to bound through an enemy position.



	rifle
	A long-barreled rifled individual firearm that is fired from the shoulder.



	rifleman
	Originally a soldier equipped with a rifle instead of a smoothbore musket.



	rifle pit
	A pit or short trench offering protection to riflemen when firing at an enemy.



	rifling
	A system of grooves cut into the bore of a gun. The system of spiraled lands and grooves the length of the barrel imparts spin to the projectile and produces greater accuracy and range than a smoothbore weapon.



	rigging
	Nautical term for all the rope needed to support the masts of a ship (standing rigging) or the yards and sails (running rigging).



	round shot
	The most frequently employed artillery ammunition of the muzzle-loading era. Round shot consisted of a spherical cast metal ball, usually of iron.



	run the guard
	To pass by the guard or watch without being seen.



	saber
	A cavalry sword, usually with a curved blade, commonly issued to light cavalry but also carried by general officers. The term was also used to describe any cavalry soldier.



	salient
	Defensive line or fortification extending beyond the main works.



	sally port
	An opening in a fortification to allow the passage of troops.



	salt beef
	Meat that is cured in salt to preserve it for consumption by troops in the field or seamen aboard ship. Salt inhibited the growth of microorganisms in the meat by drawing out the water by osmosis. This was the only widely available method of preserving meat in the 19th century.



	salvo
	The simultaneous firing of a number of guns.



	sap
	A covered trench or a tunnel used by attacking troops to approach an enemy fortification or defensive position.



	sappers
	See pioneers.



	sap roller
	A large wicker basket, similar to a gabion, that was filled with stones and wood and rolled in front of sappers to obscure the view of them by the enemy as well as to provide some protection from small arms fire while the sappers were working on trenches.



	scarp
	The inside of a ditch around a fortification. The counterscarp is the outside of the ditch. In permanent fortifications, both may be encased in stone.



	schooner
	Fore-and-aft–rigged ship having two, three, or more masts.



	scout
	A soldier or other individual sent out ahead of a main force in order to secure information about the enemy’s position, strength, or movements.



	screen
	A formation, usually of cavalry, sent out to prevent enemy scouts from ascertaining information about the main force.



	scud, to
	Nautical term, to run before the wind in the direction toward which the wind blows.



	scuttle
	To intentionally sink one’s own ship, usually to prevent it from falling into enemy hands.



	set-piece battle
	A military engagement that usually involves large formations moving according to a plan and responding to an opposing force also by plan.



	shell
	(1) A hollow artillery projectile filled with explosives and set so as to explode during flight, on impact, or after penetration. (2) A pyrotechnic cartridge designed to explode in the air.



	ship
	A three-masted, square-rigged, flush-decked vessel.



	shot
	Cast-iron solid shot employed against fortifications and troops in the open. Shot had the longest range of any artillery projectile.



	shrapnel
	Artillery ammunition invented by British artilleryman Henry Shrapnel. It was a hollow thin-walled shell packed with musket balls and fused, timed to explode. Used primarily against enemy troop formations. Also known as spherical case.



	siege train
	A collection of artillery and other equipment necessary to conduct a siege, together with its crew and transport vehicles.



	single action
	A weapon that must be cocked each time it is fired.



	skirmish
	The smallest level of combat, generally involving troops other than those of the main body. When the latter are involved, the combat is known as an engagement or battle.



	skirmish line
	Troops deployed in loose formation in advance of and/or on the flanks of the main body of men so as to provide protection and advanced warning of enemy contact. Skirmish lines usually drew enemy fire and revealed dispositions.



	sloop
	Single-masted fore-and-aft–rigged ship.



	sloop of war
	Any warship with its guns on a single open gun deck.



	small arm
	A weapon that is portable, usually by one man, and fires a flat-trajectory projectile of 12.7 millimeters or less.



	sortie
	A foray from a defensive position or harbor.



	spanker
	A fore and aft sail on the mizzenmast, also called a driver.



	spar deck
	The highest (and open) deck of a ship, connecting the quarterdeck and forecastle.



	spar torpedo
	An explosive device or mine placed at the end of a long pole or spar for attacks on enemy warships, especially during the Civil War.



	spherical case shot
	Civil War spherical case shot was employed primarily against troops in the open. It had a smaller burst charge than shell, which produced fewer large fragments. Case shot was loaded with lead or iron balls (78 balls in the case of the 12-pounder Napoleon howitzer) and fused and fired so as to burst above enemy troops, showering them with small projectiles. See also case shot and shrapnel.



	squad
	The smallest military formation, in modern times consisting of some 8–14 men and commanded by a noncommissioned officer.



	squadron
	(1) A subunit of cavalry, usually commanded by a captain and numbering about 100 men. (2) A subunit of a fleet consisting of two or more warships detailed for independent service under one command.



	square-rigged
	Nautical term for a ship with the yards running at right angles to the keel.



	staff
	Assistants to command personnel who are involved in planning operations, intelligence, training, and logistics activities.



	stand of arms
	A complete set of equipment for a soldier. For a soldier of the Civil War, this meant a rifle, a bayonet, a cartridge belt, and an ammunition box, but common usage reduced this to the rifle and cartridge belt.



	stand of colors
	A single color or flag. In the Civil War, units carried two stands or colors, those of the nation and the regiment.



	steal a march on
	To gain an advantage over an opponent in a covert way, as to march unobserved or before an opponent can do likewise.



	strategy
	The art and science of employing armed forces and other elements of national power during peace or war to secure national objectives.



	strike one’s colors
	To lower the flag of a ship as a sign of its surrender.



	suppression fire
	A firepower effect designed to temporarily disrupt the capability of enemy forces in the target area from delivering effective fire on friendly forces.



	sutler
	Civilians authorized to sell approved items, such as soap, books, newspapers, food, tobacco, utensils, and liquor, to soldiers in the field.



	tack, to
	Nautical term for changing direction to bring the bow of a ship across the direct path of the wind.



	tactics
	The art and science of employing available means to win battles and engagements.



	task force
	A military or naval force assembled on a temporary basis to accomplish a specific task or activity.



	tempo
	The rate of a military action. Controlling or altering tempo is a necessary means to initiative.



	thick weather
	Anything that creates conditions of reduced visibility, including fog, haze, heavy rain, or snow. Fog is probably the most likely condition to be encountered.



	tonnage
	Nautical term for the measure of weight of a vessel.



	torpedo
	Civil War term for a naval mine.



	train
	General transportation system of an army, responsible for supplying necessary equipment and supplies and supporting services for an army (or navy) in the field.



	traverse
	Barrier thrown across the approach to a fortification or across its interior to cut off one part from another.



	troop
	A subunit of cavalry or artillery. Alternate term for a cavalry company.



	trunnions
	Lugs cast on the sides of a cannon or artillery piece holding it in its carriage. Set at the center of gravity, trunnions allow the piece to be easily elevated or depressed.



	turning movement
	Military maneuver, variation of the envelopment, in which the attacking force passes around or over an enemy’s principal defensive positions to secure objectives deep in the enemy’s rear to compel the enemy force to abandon its position or divert major forces to meet the threat.



	unit
	A body of soldiers, all of whom are usually of the same arm (i.e., infantry or artillery); battalions, batteries, and regiments are the usual formations.



	vedette (vidette)
	Mounted sentry on guard on picket duty.



	vivandière
	A woman accompanying troops in the field who sells provisions and liquor to the soldiers; a female sutler.



	water battery
	A defensive artillery works that has its guns facing a body of water.



	wear, to
	Nautical term meaning to change course, bringing the ship to windward.



	weather gauge
	Nautical term for the direction toward the wind, the opposite of lee gauge.



	weigh, to
	Nautical term for heaving up the anchor of a ship.



	windage
	Ballistics term describing the difference in the diameter of the bore and the diameter of the projectile to be fired from it.



	windward
	Nautical term for the direction from which the wind is blowing; toward the wind.



	works
	Standard term for a fortification.




SPENCER C. TUCKER AND DAVID T. ZABECKI


Chronology

November 6, 1860

Republican Party presidential candidate Abraham Lincoln is elected president of the United States.

November 23–December 12, 1860

Events at Charleston. U.S. Army major Robert Anderson, commander of the small garrison at Fort Moultrie at Charleston, South Carolina, on November 23 advises Washington that Moultrie is vulnerable to land attack and requests permission to withdraw his troops to Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. The James Buchanan administration rejects his request for reinforcements.

December 20, 1860

Secession of South Carolina from the Union. The election of Abraham Lincoln as president of the United States prompts the states of the Deep South to secede from the Union. South Carolina is the first, on December 20, 1860. The other states of the Deep South follow suit: Mississippi (January 9, 1861), Florida (January 10), Alabama (January 11), Georgia (January 19), Louisiana (January 26), and Texas (February 1).

December 26, 1860

With Fort Moultrie vulnerable to land attack, on this night U.S. Army major Robert Anderson relocates his men to the more easily defensible Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. South Carolina authorities then seize all other federal forts and properties in Charleston in what is the first act of military aggression by South Carolina against the United States.

January 5, 1861

Alabama militiamen seize control of federal Fort Morgan and Fort Gaines controlling access to Mobile Bay.

January 9, 1861

At Charleston, South Carolina, forces fire on the private steamer Star of the West, chartered by the James Buchanan administration to carry supplies and 200 troops to Fort Sumter. The gunners hull the ship twice in the first hostile fire of the Civil War. His ship moderately damaged, the captain of the Star of the West returns to New York.

January 10, 1861

Lieutenant Adam J. Slemmer, acting commander of the small federal garrison at Fort Barrancas in Pensacola, Florida, spikes his guns and transfers the garrison, ammunition, and supplies by barge to Fort Pickens on Santa Rosa Island. The navy also abandons the Pensacola Navy Yard, and Florida militiamen occupy the facilities. Fort Pickens remains in federal hands throughout the war.

January 11, 1861

U.S. Army major Joseph A. Haskins, commanding two companies of artillerymen, surrenders the U.S. arsenal at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to 600 Louisiana militiamen.

January 11, 15, and 18, 1861

Major Robert Anderson, commanding the federal garrison at Fort Sumter, rejects demands from South Carolina governor Francis W. Pickens that he surrender the fort to state authorities.

January 14, 1861

Troops under U.S. Army captain John M. Brannan occupy Fort Taylor at Key West, Florida. It becomes a primary coaling station in the subsequent U.S. naval blockade.

January 24, 1861

The U.S. Navy screw sloop Brooklyn and three other warships depart Fort Monroe, Virginia, with troops for Fort Pickens on Santa Rosa Island off Pensacola, Florida.

February 8, 1861

Establishment of the Confederate States of America. In Montgomery, Alabama, representatives of the seven seceded states proclaim the Confederate States of America. On February 9 they elect as president Jefferson Davis of Mississippi. He is officially inaugurated on February 18.

February 18, 1861

Brevet Major General David E. Twiggs, commanding the Department of Texas, surrenders all U.S. Army installations, personnel, supplies, and equipment in the state and then accepts a commission as a major general in the Confederate Army.

February 20, 1861

The Confederate Congress establishes a Navy Department. The next day President Jefferson Davis appoints Stephen R. Mallory secretary of the navy.

March 3, 1861

Confederate president Jefferson Davis appoints Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard to command Confederate forces at Charleston and orders him to begin planning for the reduction of Fort Sumter.

March 4, 1861

Abraham Lincoln takes the oath of office. In his inaugural address, Lincoln tells Southerners that he will not interfere with slavery where it exists but that he will not countenance secession.

March 5, 1861

President Lincoln appoints Gideon Welles secretary of the navy.

March 16, 1861

The Confederate Congress votes to establish a Marine Corps.

March 31, 1861

U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles orders 250 naval personnel transferred from the Brooklyn Navy Yard to Norfolk to defend the yard there should Virginia secede from the Union.

April 6, 1861

President Abraham Lincoln directs State Department clerk Robert S. Chew to proceed to Charleston and there inform Governor Francis W. Pickens that Lincoln has ordered supplies sent to the federal garrison holding Fort Sumter. Chew is instructed to inform Pickens that this is “supplies only” and that no additional men, arms, or ammunition will be introduced without prior notification or a Confederate attack.

April 7, 1861

Confederate brigadier general P. G. T. Beauregard orders an end to all intercourse between Union troops at Fort Sumter and Charleston.

April 11, 1861

Although President Abraham Lincoln informs the Confederate government that the resupply of Sumter is “of provisions only,” Confederate president Jefferson Davis orders General P. G. T. Beauregard at Charleston to demand the surrender of Fort Sumter. If refused, he is to reduce it. Following an unsatisfactory reply from Sumter’s commander, Major Robert Anderson, Beauregard orders fire opened before the Union relief expedition can arrive.

April 12–13, 1861

Bombardment of Fort Sumter. At 4:30 a.m., Confederate brigadier general P. G. T. Beauregard orders the shelling of Fort Sumter. To conserve ammunition, Anderson orders return fire restricted. Although the Union relief expedition arrives, rough weather and the many Confederate shore guns hold the Union ships at bay.

April 13, 1861

Union troops and supplies arrive in Pensacola Bay in the screw sloop Brooklyn, and the men go ashore at Fort Pickens on Santa Rosa Island. Other Union ships follow.

April 14, 1861

With Fort Sumter nearly out of food and fires having broken out in the fort and following 34 hours of bombardment, Major Robert Anderson formally surrenders. Anderson and his garrison are evacuated by the Union ships off Charleston and returned to the North.

April 15, 1861

Lincoln calls for volunteers. Following the Confederate shelling of Fort Sumter, President Abraham Lincoln declares the existence of an “insurrection” and calls for 75,000 volunteers to serve for three months. Lincoln is limited constitutionally to the 90-day term for militia in federal service to put down the rebellion.

April 17, 1861

Confederate president Jefferson Davis invites applications for letters of marque and reprisal to initiate privateering operations against U.S. merchant shipping.

April 17–May 20, 1861

Secession of the upper South. President Abraham Lincoln’s call for volunteers to suppress the rebellion brings the secession of much of the upper South: Virginia (April 17, 1861), Arkansas (May 6), Tennessee (May 7), and North Carolina (May 20). In a blow to the Confederacy, however, Kentucky declares its neutrality (May 24).

April 18, 1861

At Harpers Ferry, Virginia (now West Virginia), Lieutenant Roger Jones, defending the federal arsenal with a small force, withdraws on the advance of Virginia militiamen. Jones fires the buildings, but the locals save many weapons and the important machine tools and dies for small arms manufacture.

April 19, 1861

Baltimore Riot. In Baltimore, Maryland, sharply divided in sympathies between North and South, pro-Confederacy rioters attack troops of the 6th Massachusetts in the streets. Shots are exchanged, and 4 soldiers and 12 civilians are killed; 36 soldiers and an unknown number of civilians are wounded. The first real bloodshed in the war, the riot causes President Abraham Lincoln to send troops to Maryland and essentially take possession of the state to prevent it from seceding.

April 19, 1861

President Abraham Lincoln proclaims a naval blockade of the Confederate coasts. On April 27 he extends the blockade to include the coasts of Virginia and North Carolina.

April 19–May 1861

In reaction to President Abraham Lincoln’s call for 75,000 volunteers, Confederate president Jefferson Davis invites applications for privateers. The Confederate Congress approves this step on May 6. The few Confederate privateers have little impact, however.

April 20, 1861

Virginia forces seize the Norfolk (Gosport) Navy Yard. The largest of the prewar navy yards, it boasts a dry dock and extensive shops and stores. Eleven ships are undergoing repair or are laid up there, including the modern steam frigate Merrimack, having its engines rebuilt. Only two of the ships are gotten off. The dry dock is not destroyed, and although the other ships are burned to the water’s edge and sunk, they can be raised. The Confederates secure intact valuable stores, machinery, castings, ammunition, and powder. Most importantly, they obtain 1,195 heavy guns, including 52 modern IX-inch Dahlgrens. The Confederates raise the Merrimack and rebuild it as the ironclad Virginia.

April 23, 1861

Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Lee resigns his U.S. Army commission on April 20, 1861, having declined an offer from U.S. Army general in chief Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott to command all Union forces in the field. Three days later, Lee assumes command of Virginia state forces as a major general.

April 23, 1861

Arkansas state troops seize control of Fort Smith.

April 25, 1861

Many federal troops in Texas make their way to the coast, hoping to find transportation to the North. At Saluria, 420 of them under Major C. C. Sibley are forced to surrender to Confederate colonel Earl Van Dorn. They are paroled and allowed to sail for New York City.

April 26, 1861

Union forces secure arms from the St. Louis Arsenal. When on April 20, 1861, a pro-Confederate mob seizes the arsenal at Liberty, Missouri, this leads to fears that Missouri secessionists largely in charge at St. Louis might secure the much larger stocks of weapons there. U.S. Army captain James H. Stokes secretly arranges to remove arms from the St. Louis Arsenal in the steamer City of Alton, which sails for loyalist Alton, Illinois, early this morning with a large number of muskets and other arms and ammunition. The arms are soon on their way by train to Springfield.

April 26, 1861

Confederate brigadier general Joseph E. Johnston arrives at Richmond, Virginia, to assume command of its defense.

Early May 1861

With Virginia forces controlling Alexandria, Confederate shore batteries and Union ships exchange fire along the Potomac River.

May 3, 1861

President Abraham Lincoln issues a call for an additional 42,000 volunteers to serve three-year enlistments as well as an additional 18,000 men for the navy. These will bring totals up to 156,000 soldiers and 25,000 sailors.

May 10, 1861

The U.S. Navy screw frigate Niagara commences the naval blockade of Charleston Harbor.

May 10, 1861

Camp Jackson Affair. Fearful that Missouri governor Claiborne Jackson’s call-up of the Missouri State Guard for “maneuvers” is a secessionist plot, U.S. Army captain Nathaniel Lyon marches from St. Louis with troops to the militia encampment at Camp Jackson north of the city and secures the surrender of 669 militiamen. When the militiamen refuse to take an oath of allegiance to the United States, Lyon brings them back under guard into St. Louis, prior to paroling them. Angry crowds attack the soldiers in St. Louis, however. Two soldiers and two dozen civilians are killed, and perhaps 50 others are injured. Missouri remains firmly in Union hands, and Lyon is promoted to brigadier general of volunteers.

May 13, 1861

George B. McClellan, a former U.S. Army officer turned railroad executive, is appointed major general and given command of the U.S. Army Department of the Ohio.

May 13, 1861

U.S. Army brigadier general Benjamin Butler marches troops to Baltimore. Over the next weeks, a number of suspected Southern-sympathizing members of the state legislature are arrested and held without trial.

May 16, 1861

U.S. Navy commander John Rodgers Jr. is ordered to St. Louis to assist the army in establishing a naval force for western waters. The ships of this force are purchased by the army but commanded by naval officers under authority of Western Department commander Major General John C. Frémont. This leads to establishment of the Western Gunboat Flotilla (later known as the Mississippi Squadron).

May 18–19, 1861

Battle of Sewell’s Point. In the first fighting of the war in Virginia, the U.S. gunboats Monticello and Thomas Freeborn engage Confederate batteries at Sewell’s Point, Virginia.

May 20, 1861

Richmond, Virginia becomes the capital of the Confederacy.

May 23, 1861

At Fort Monroe, Virginia, Brigadier General Benjamin Butler refuses to return three runaway slaves to their masters, declaring them to be “contraband of war.” This precedent leads to thousands of slaves escaping to Union forces and freedom.

May 24, 1861

Union troops occupy Alexandria, Virginia. Some 13,000 U.S. troops under Brigadier General Samuel P. Heintzelman cross the Potomac River and occupy Alexandria and Arlington Heights to help secure approaches to Washington, D.C.

May 26, 1861

The U.S. Navy blockade of the Gulf Coast begins when the screw sloop Brooklyn arrives off the mouth of the Mississippi River and the side-wheeler frigate Powhatan assumes duty off Mobile Bay, Alabama.

May 26–29, 1861

U.S. Army major general George B. McClellan, commanding the Department of the Ohio, advances three columns to Grafton in western Virginia, securing control of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, which links Washington, D.C., with the West.

May 28, 1861

U.S. Army colonel Irwin McDowell is promoted to brigadier general and given command of the Department of Northwestern Virginia.

May 29, 1861

The U.S. Navy screw steamer Union initiates the blockade off Savannah, Georgia.

May 29–31, 1861

The U.S. Navy Potomac Flotilla under Commander James H. Ward, consisting of the steamers Thomas Freeborn, Anacostia, and Resolute, bombards Confederate batteries at Aquia Creek, Virginia.

May 30, 1861

U.S. secretary of war Simon Cameron instructs Brigadier General Benjamin Butler at Fort Monroe, Virginia, not to return fugitive slaves to their owners and instead to employ them as laborers on federal installations.

June 2, 1862

Confederate major general P. G. T. Beauregard assumes command of Confederate forces at Manassas Junction in northern Virginia.

June 3, 1861

Union troops rout a small Confederate force, most of which flees in disorder, at Philippi in western Virginia. This small action is popularized in the Northern press as the “Philippi Races.”

June 8, 1861

The U.S. Navy side-wheeler frigate Mississippi initiates the blockade off Key West, Florida.

June 10, 1861

Battle of Big Bethel. In the first real land battle of the war, Union brigadier general Ebenezer W. Pierce with 3,500 men attacks some 1,200 Confederates under Colonel John B. Magruder at Big Bethel Church in Virginia near Fort Monroe before withdrawing. Union losses are 18 killed, 60 wounded, and 1 missing. Confederate losses are only 1 killed and 7 wounded.

June 11, 1861

Secession of West Virginia. The western section of Virginia, tied economically to the Ohio Valley and estranged from the states’s Tidewater and Piedmont regions, refuses to recognize the secession of the rest of the state. A convention in Wheeling unanimously declares West Virginia independent from the rest of Virginia. The 50 western counties of Virginia will be admitted to the Union as the state of West Virginia on June 20, 1863.

June 17, 1861

Battle of Boonville. Union brigadier general Nathaniel Lyon secures Jefferson City, Missouri, and then at nearby Boonville defeats pro-Confederate governor Claiborne Jackson’s militiamen and drives them southwest. Each side suffers only about a dozen killed or wounded, although 80 Confederates are captured. The battle is of major strategic importance, however, securing Missouri for the Union.

June 28–29, 1861

Confederate Navy captain George N. Hollins leads personnel disguised as passengers and captures the U.S. steamer St. Nicholas during its run between Baltimore, Maryland, and Georgetown in Washington, D.C. The next day the Confederates capture three additional ships.

June 30, 1861

Confederate Navy lieutenant commander Raphael Semmes in the screw steamer Sumter, the first Confederate commerce raider, outruns the U.S. Navy screw sloop Brooklyn off the mouth of the Mississippi and escapes into the Gulf of Mexico.

July 2, 1861

Battle of Hoke’s Run. Ordered to recapture Harpers Ferry and prevent Confederate forces in western Virginia under Brigadier General Joseph E. Johnston from joining the large force gathering west of Washington, D.C., commander of the Department of Pennsylvania Major General Robert Patterson finally crosses the Potomac with his 18,000 men on July 2. That same day he engages a Confederate brigade under Colonel Thomas J. Jackson in the Battle of Hoke’s Run in Berkeley County (now West Virginia) but fails to press his great numerical advantage.

July 2, 1861

The U.S. Navy screw steamer South Carolina initiates the blockade off Galveston, Texas.

July 7, 1861

In Aquia Creek, Virginia, the U.S. Navy screw steamer Pocahontas engages and damages the Confederate Navy side-wheeler George Page.

July 11 and 13, 1861

Battles of Rich Mountain and Corricks Ford. On July 11, Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans with some 2,000 men engages 1,300 Confederates under Lieutenant Colonel John Pegram in the area of Rich Mountain (present-day Randolph County, West Virginia), seizing the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. Each side suffers about 70 casualties, but the Confederate forces are split. On July 13, Pegram and 555 of his men surrender, while Brigadier General T. A. Morris pursues Confederates under Brigadier General Robert S. Garnett who have abandoned nearby Laurel Hill. Garnett is killed during fighting at Corrick’s Ford. The Confederates sustain 70 casualties, while U.S. forces sustain only 10 casualties.

July 14, 1861

The U.S. Navy screw steamer Daylight initiates the Union naval blockade off Wilmington, North Carolina.

July 21, 1861

First Battle of Bull Run. Demands in the North for a drive on Richmond lead to an offensive under Brigadier General Irvin McDowell with 38,000 men from Washington, D.C., to Manassas Junction, Virginia, 22 miles distant, where Brigadier General P. G. T. Beauregard commands some 20,000 Confederates. McDowell sets out on July 16.

U.S. major general Robert Patterson with 18,000 men, having been ordered to prevent Confederate brigadier general Joseph E. Johnston from joining his 10,000 men in western Virginia with Beauregard’s force, fails to carry out his mission, and McDowell’s dilatory advance from Washington allows Johnston time to evade Patterson and join Beauregard.

McDowell’s overly complicated battle plan proves too difficult for his poorly trained troops. The resulting First Battle of Bull Run begins before dawn on July 21. McDowell seems to have carried the day by 3:00 p.m., but the arrival of Confederate reinforcements and a stand by troops under Brigadier General Thomas J. Jackson (which leads to his nickname of “Stonewall”) turns an apparent rout into a Confederate victory. McDowell’s orderly retreat quickly becomes a confused, panicky stampede back toward Washington.

The Union side suffers 2,896 casualties (460 killed, 1,124 wounded, and 1,312 captured or missing). The Confederates sustain 1,982 casualties (387 killed, 1,582 wounded, and 13 missing) and seize substantial amounts of weapons and supplies.

July 22, 1861

With the three-month enlistments of many Union Army volunteers expiring, President Abraham Lincoln signs legislation authorizing 1 million volunteers to serve three-year enlistments.

July 22, 1861

Major General George B. McClellan, having enjoyed success in the fighting in western Virginia, replaces Major General Irvin McDowell as commander of what becomes the Army of the Potomac.

July 25–27, 1861

Battle of Mesilla and surrender of Union forces. On July 25, Confederate Army lieutenant colonel John R. Baylor, having arrived near Fort Fillmore in the New Mexico Territory with 300 men, defeats Major Isaac Lynde, with 380 men and four mountain howitzers. Union casualties are 3 dead and 6 wounded. There are no Confederate casualties. Learning that Baylor has requested artillery, during the night of July 26–27 Lynde abandons Fort Fillmore and proceeds toward Fort Stanton. Baylor pursues and overtakes Lynde later on July 27 at San Augustine Springs, capturing the Union howitzers in a wagon. Lynde surrenders. In all, the Confederates take 492 Union prisoners, and a large part of the New Mexico Territory is left vulnerable to Confederate invasion.

July 28, 1861

President Jefferson Davis orders General Robert E. Lee to take charge of Confederate forces in western Virginia.

August 3, 1861

The first aerial reconnaissance from a warship occurs when John LaMountain makes a balloon ascent from the U.S. steamer Fanny in Hampton Roads, Virginia, to observe Confederate artillery batteries at Sewell’s Point.

August 3, 1861

Aware that the Confederates have raised the scuttled screw frigate Merrimack and are rebuilding it as an ironclad, the U.S. Congress appropriates $1.5 million for armor-plated warships and authorizes creation of an Ironclad Board to oversee and approve proposals for their design and construction. The board will approve construction of three experimental ironclads: the Galena, Monitor, and New Ironsides.

August 3, 1861

The U.S. Congress authorizes the surgeon general to employ women as nurses in army hospitals.

August 10, 1861

Battle of Wilson’s Creek. Missouri State Guard major general Sterling Price, reinforced by troops under Brigadier General Ben McCullough, attempts to retake Missouri. At 5:00 a.m., Union brigadier general Nathaniel Lyon, with 5,500 men, launches a surprise attack on Price and McCullough with some 10,000 men camped at Wilson’s Creek, about 15 miles from Springfield. Lyon is killed, and the Union troops flee. The Confederates suffer 1,230 casualties, to 1,317 for the Union.

August 12, 1861

The Union timberclads Conestoga, Lexington, and Tyler arrive at Cairo, Illinois, to begin patrolling the strategic confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers.

August 16, 1861

President Abraham Lincoln declares the seceding states to be in rebellion and orders an end to all economic intercourse with them.

August 26, 1861

Battle of Kessler’s Cross Lanes. In western Virginia, Confederate brigadier general John B. Floyd crosses the Gauley River, surprising and routing Colonel Erastus Tyler’s 7th Ohio Regiment at Kessler’s Cross Lanes. The Union force sustains 245 casualties, the Confederates only 40. Floyd subsequently withdraws to the river and assumes a defensive position at Carnifex Ferry.

August 29, 1861

Union capture of Hatteras Inlet. On August 26, the U.S. Navy commences an expedition against Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, one of several entrances to Pimlico Sound. Flag Officer Silas H. Stringham commands the operation in the screw frigate Minnesota (flagship) with five other warships and a tug in addition to two chartered steamer transports with some 900 army troops under Major General Benjamin F. Butler. Forts Clark and Hatteras on Hatteras Island control the inlet and mount a total of 30 guns but are too far apart to be mutually supporting.

The troops come ashore on the morning of August 27, and the ships commence a bombardment. That same day the defenders abandon Fort Clark. The Confederates send reinforcements under Flag Officer Samuel Barron to Fort Hatteras. It too surrenders, on August 29. The Union force secures 600–700 Confederate prisoners. There are no Union casualties. Hatteras becomes a Union base and depot for coal and supplies.

August 30, 1861

At St. Louis, Missouri, Union major general John C. Frémont, commanding the Western Department, announces a conditional emancipation proclamation by which all slaves belonging to Confederate sympathizers in Missouri are declared free. Fearful of its effect on pro-Union slave owners, President Abraham Lincoln disavows this, and three months later Frémont is relieved of his post.

September 4, 1861

In one of the major blunders of the war, Confederate major general Leonidas Polk orders Brigadier General Gideon J. Pillow to fortify Columbus, Kentucky, 20 miles below Cairo on the Mississippi River. This violation of Kentucky’s neutrality gives Union leaders an excuse to intervene in that vital state.

September 5, 1861

Captain Andrew Hull Foote relieves Commander John Rodgers Jr. in command of riverine operations in the western theater.

September 6, 1861

Operations in Kentucky. U.S. brigadier general Ulysses S. Grant, commanding the District of Southwest Missouri, believing that Confederate forces occupying Columbus, Kentucky, will soon move against Paducah at the confluence of the Tennessee and Ohio Rivers, dispatches troops from Cairo, Illinois. They occupy Paducah and then Smithland, at the mouth of the Cumberland River. The timberclads Lexington and Tyler provide naval support. Union forces now have access to the Ohio, Tennessee, and Cumberland Rivers.

September 10, 1861

Battle of Carnifex Ferry. Confederate forces under Brigadier General John B. Floyd entrench near Carnifex Ferry in western Virginia (now West Virginia). Commander of Union forces in western Virginia Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans leads 5,000 men in an attack on Floyd’s position. Union losses are 17 killed and 141 wounded; the Confederates have only several men killed and perhaps 30 wounded. That night Floyd withdraws his 2,000 men by ferry to the south side of the Gauley River.

September 10, 1861

In an attempt to check Southern advances up the Mississippi River, the timberclad gunboats Conestoga and Lexington attack a Confederate garrison at Lucas Bend, Missouri, silencing its guns and driving off the Confederate gunboat Yankee.

September 11–15, 1861

Battle of Cheat Mountain. Confederate general Robert E. Lee masses some 15,000 troops in an attempt to regain control of western Virginia. Dividing his forces into five separate commands, he is rebuffed by 2,000 Union troops under Brigadier General Joseph J. Reynolds in the Battle of Cheat Mountain in west-central Virginia. Union forces suffer about 80 casualties; Confederate losses are perhaps 90.

Lee orders Confederate forces to abandon the westernmost Virginia counties. His failure brings much criticism in the Southern press. Dubbed “Granny Lee” by some, he is dispatched to supervise coastal defenses in South Carolina.

September 17, 1861

Union capture of Ship Island. Union forces arriving in the screw steamer Massachusetts secure Ship Island in Mississippi Sound, abandoned by the Confederates as untenable. It becomes an important U.S. base and staging area for operations against New Orleans.

September 18, 1861

Confederate forces under Brigadier General Simon B. Buckner occupy Bowling Green, Kentucky. Soon a Confederate stronghold, it becomes the Confederate capital of Kentucky.

September 18, 1861

U.S. Navy captain Samuel F. Du Pont is appointed to command the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

September 20, 1861

Confederate capture of Lexington, Missouri. Major General Sterling Price continues his campaign to secure Missouri for the Confederacy by advancing on Lexington with some 10,000 men of his Missouri State Guard. Lexington is held by Colonel James Mulligan and some 2,500 Union troops. Skirmishing begins on September 12, but Price delays taking further action until all his men are in place. On September 20 the Southerners assault and take Lexington, at a cost of 25 men killed and 72 wounded; Union losses are 39 dead and 120 wounded.

September 25, 1861

Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles authorizes enlistment of African American sailors aboard U.S. Navy ships.

October 1, 1861

The Confederate paddlewheel steamer Curlew, steam sloop Raleigh, and screw tug Junaluska, all under Flag Officer William F. Lynch, capture the U.S. Navy steamer Fanny, transporting Union troops and stores, in Pamlico Sound.

October 1, 1861

The Confederate War Department approves a battle flag with the blue cross of St. Andrew and 13 white stars—1 for each Confederate state plus 1 each for Missouri and Kentucky—edged in white and set against a red field. Never officially approved by the Confederate Congress, it became the most recognizable symbol of the Confederacy.

October 12, 1861

Confederate forces attack Union ships at the Head of Passes in the Mississippi River. The Confederate ironclad ram Manassas, under Commodore George N. Hollins, assisted by the armed steamers Ivy and James L. Day, attacks the U.S. Navy squadron commanded by Captain John Pope at the Head of Passes below New Orleans with the screw sloop Richmond, the sloops Vincennes and Preble, the side-wheeler sloop Water Witch, and the supply ship Nightingale.

The U.S. squadron is caught by surprise, and in the effort to escape, both the Richmond and Vincennes ground. Both Union ships are gotten free, although not before the crew of the Richmond has thrown overboard most of its guns. The Confederates capture the collier Joseph H. Toone. Known as Pope’s Run, this engagement forces the U.S. Navy to reconsider its blockade policy for the Mississippi and spurs planning for an operation to take New Orleans.

October 15–21, 1861

Thompson’s cavalry raid and the Battle of Fredericktown. On October 15, 1861, Missouri State Guard brigadier general M. Jeff Thompson, commanding pro-Confederate forces in southeastern Missouri, leads a cavalry raid by some 1,500 men to burn the Iron Mountain Railroad bridge over the Big River near Blackwell. Thompson then withdraws to join his infantry at Fredericktown. Two large Union columns under Colonels J. B. Plummer and William P. Carlin converge there, and on October 21 they defeat Thompson’s force. Union casualties are unknown; the Confederates suffer 35 killed, 40 wounded, and 80 captured. The battle establishes Union control over southeastern Missouri.

October 21, 1861

Battle of Ball’s Bluff. Colonel Edward D. Baker, a U.S. senator cum army officer, leads a Union reconnaissance-in-force across the Potomac River near Leesburg, Virginia. Each side commits about 1,700 men, but Baker foolishly sends his men piecemeal against the Confederates under Colonel Nathan G. Evans. Baker’s troops, pinned on the south side of the river, suffer heavy casualties, and Baker himself is killed. Union casualties are 49 killed, 158 wounded, and 553 taken prisoner. The Confederates suffer 33 killed, 115 wounded, and 1 missing. The Confederates also secure about 1,500 small arms and 3 cannon.

November 1, 1861

On the retirement of general in chief Brevet Lieutenant General Winfield Scott on October 31, 1861, President Abraham Lincoln names Major General George B. McClellan as his successor.

November 7, 1861

Battle of Belmont. U.S. brigadier general Ulysses S. Grant proceeds down the Mississippi River with 2,500 men in transports escorted by gunboats. Grant lands his men across the river from Columbus, Kentucky, to attack a camp of 2,700 Confederates under Brigadier General Gideon J. Pillow at Belmont, Missouri. The timberclads Lexington and Tyler engage the Confederate batteries.

Grant’s force defeats the Confederates, but the Union troops stop to loot, allowing their adversaries the opportunity to regroup. Confederate major general Leonidas Polk at Columbus dispatches reinforcements across the river in an effort to cut off the Union soldiers. With the Lexington and Tyler providing covering fire, Grant’s outnumbered men cut their way through the Confederates and embark. The battle claims 610 Union and 642 Confederate casualties.

November 7, 1861

Union capture of Port Royal Sound, South Carolina. Flying his flag in the screw frigate Wabash, Flag Officer Samuel F. Du Pont departs Hampton Roads with 50 ships, the largest task force under a single command to this point in U.S. Navy history. His ships carry 16,000 troops commanded by Brigadier General Thomas W. Sherman. The Union goal is to capture Port Royal Sound.

Most of the ships survive a severe storm, and beginning on November 6, Du Pont directs the shelling of Confederate Forts Walker and Beauregard. Fort Walker surrenders on November 7, and Fort Beauregard surrenders on November 8. Union casualties are 8 killed and 23 wounded. Confederate losses are 11 killed and 48 wounded. Port Royal’s deep harbor provides an ideal base for subsequent South Atlantic Blockading Squadron operations and is soon a major Union naval station and supply depot.

November 8, 1861

The Trent Affair. Overzealous U.S. Navy captain Charles Wilkes of the screw frigate San Jacinto stops the British mail steamer Trent in the Old Bahama Channel and removes Confederate commissioners James M. Mason and John Slidell, who were en route to England. Wilkes’s precipitous action produces an international crisis, and there are calls in both Britain and the United States for war. President Abraham Lincoln ultimately ends the crisis by agreeing to release the two men.

November 9, 1861

Major General Henry W. Halleck is appointed commander of the newly designated Department of the Missouri, and Major General Don Carlos Buell assumes command of the Department of the Ohio.

December 18, 1861

Battle of Milford, Missouri. A large Union force commanded by Brigadier General John Pope surprises Confederate regulars and militia near Milford. The Federals take some 1,300 Confederates prisoner, along with 1,000 firearms and supply wagons.

December 21, 1861

Institution of the Medal of Honor. On this date the U.S. Congress authorizes the Medal of Honor for petty officers, seamen, and marines who distinguish themselves by “their gallantry and other seamanlike qualities during the present war.” The army award is not instituted until July 12, 1862. Congress makes it a permanent decoration in 1863. Commissioned officers are not eligible for the award until 1915.

January 9, 1862

Captain David G. Farragut is appointed commander of the U.S. Navy West Gulf Blockading Squadron and charged with the capture of New Orleans.

January 10, 1862

Capture of Romney in western Virginia. Confederate major general Thomas J. Jackson orders Brigadier General William J. Loring to quit his winter encampment at Winchester in the Shenandoah Valley and march northwest with 8,500 men to capture the strategically important Romney (now in West Virginia). The troops depart on January 9. Loring secures Romney the next day when its small Union garrison withdraws.

January 19–20, 1862

Battle of Mill Springs. In late November 1861 Confederate brigadier general Felix K. Zollicoffer had advanced from Cumberland Gap to Mill Springs, Kentucky. His superior, Major General George B. Crittenden, realizing that Zollicoffer is in a dangerous position, crosses the Cumberland River to join him. Union brigadier general George H. Thomas is ordered to drive the Confederates back across the Cumberland. Thomas arrives at Logan’s Crossroads on January 17 to await the arrival of troops under Brigadier General Albin F. Schoepf.

Unable to withdraw across the rain-swollen Cumberland, Crittenden decides to attack Thomas before Schoepf can reinforce him. Crittenden has 5,900 men, and Thomas has perhaps 4,400. Zollicoffer is killed and the Confederates are routed in the Battle of Mill Springs (Logan’s Crossroads). The Confederates suffer 533 casualties, including 120 dead, and lose 12 guns and considerable equipment. Union losses are 246 (39 killed). The Union now controls Kentucky.

January 26, 1862

Confederate general P. G. T. Beauregard is transferred to the western theater as second-in-command to General Albert S. Johnston. General Joseph E. Johnston is the new commander of Confederate forces in Virginia.

January 27, 1862

President Abraham Lincoln issues General Order No. 1, mandating a general offensive on all fronts by Union land and naval forces to commence on February 22, 1862. General in chief Major General George B. McClellan and other Union commanders ignore the directive.

February 1, 1862

Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign. Confederate brigadier general Henry H. Sibley departs Fort Bliss at El Paso, Texas, with 3,200 men to secure New Mexico and Arizona, only lightly held by Union forces.

February 6, 1862

Union capture of Fort Henry. Union brigadier general Ulysses S. Grant and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote proceed against Fort Henry on the Tennessee River. With Grant’s troops delayed by the poor state of the roads, Foote begins the attack on Fort Henry alone. His squadron consists of the river ironclads Essex, Carondelet, Cincinnati (flagship), and St. Louis, with a separate division of the timberclads Conestoga, Lexington, and Tyler. Brigadier General Lloyd Tilghman, commanding Forts Henry and Donelson, surrenders Fort Henry to Foote, but Tilghman has been able to send the fort’s entire garrison of 3,400 men, except for its artillerymen, overland to Fort Donelson, 10 miles distant. Union casualties in the battle are 11 killed, 31 wounded, and 5 missing. The Confederates lose 5 killed, 11 wounded, and 94 captured (most of them sick).

Foote immediately orders Lieutenant Seth L. Phelps and the timberclads up the Tennessee River. This four-day foray reaches as far as Muscle Shoals in northwestern Alabama and results in the destruction of six Confederate steamers and the capture of three others, including the Eastport, which will be converted into a Union ironclad.

February 7–8, 1862

Battle of Roanoke Island. Flag Officer Louis M. Goldsborough, commanding the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, and Brigadier General Ambrose Burnside command the Roanoke Island operation. Because of the shallow water, Goldsborough’s 20 warships are all converted tugs, river steamers, and ferry boats. Most are lightly armed. Goldsborough’s ships provide protection for some 70 army transports carrying 12,000 troops and their supplies. A severe storm en route scatters many of the Union ships, and 3 are lost. The ships pass west of the southern tip of Roanoke Island into Croatan Sound on February 7.

Confederate authorities have few resources available. Brigadier General Henry A. Wise commands Roanoke Island with two North Carolina regiments totaling 1,435 men, and Flag Officer William F. Lynch has seven small steamers. The Confederate ships are badly damaged, and one has to be beached; Lynch orders the remainder to Elizabeth City. On February 8 the Union soldiers defeat the Confederate defenders, 500 of whom arrive just in time to surrender. The battle claims Union casualties of 53 killed and some 220 wounded or missing. The Confederates lose 23 killed and nearly 2,000 captured (58 wounded). The Union victory closes Albemarle Sound to the Confederates and brings the eventual abandonment of Norfolk.

February 10, 1862

Battle of Elizabeth City. U.S. Navy commander Stephen C. Rowan leads 13 Union gunboats with marines from Roanoke Island, North Carolina, up the Pasquotank River to pursue Confederate flag officer William F. Lynch’s remaining gunboats. The Confederates are caught by surprise, and the Union flotilla sinks 3 Confederate gunboats and captures another. The Union suffers four killed and six wounded. Driven up the Dismal Swamp Canal, the Confederate gunboats Beaufort and Raleigh join the ironclad Virginia at Norfolk. With the gunboat Appomattox too broad for the canal lock above Elizabeth City, however, Lynch destroys both it and the lock with explosives. Union forces, meanwhile, occupy both Elizabeth City and Edenton.

February 13, 1862

Union forces under Brigadier General Samuel R. Curtis take possession of Springfield, Missouri.

February 13–16, 1862

Battle of Fort Donelson. Following the capture of Fort Henry on the Tennessee River, Union brigadier general Ulysses S. Grant and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote move against Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River, only some 10 miles by land from Fort Henry. Confederate western theater commander General Albert Sidney Johnston reinforces Fort Donelson, and Brigadier General John B. Floyd assumes command.

Grant marches overland to Fort Donelson from Fort Henry and gradually builds up his forces there. Foote’s gunboats attack Fort Donelson’s water batteries on February 14, but the ironclads are rebuffed, and three of the four are put out of action, with 11 men killed and 43 wounded (including Foote). Grant, however, continues to add to his besieging forces as Floyd waits too long to do battle.

On February 15, Confederate brigadier general Gideon J. Pillow bungles a Confederate escape attempt. He opens the escape route but then expands it into an effort to defeat Grant. Grant takes advantage of the subsequent weakening of the remainder of the Confederate line and orders an attack on the Confederate right, which carries into the fort. That night Colonel Nathan Bedford Forrest escapes with his cavalry through shallow water next to the river. Floyd and Pillow abandon their men, crossing the Cumberland and leaving Brigadier General Simon B. Buckner to surrender. Some 2,500 Confederates escape, but as many as 15,000 surrender. Union forces also secure small arms, 57 light and heavy guns, and equipment and rations. Estimates of Confederate killed or wounded range from 1,500 to 3,500; Union losses are 500 killed, 2,108 wounded, and 221 captured or missing.

February 16–21, 1862

Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign (continued). Brigadier General Henry H. Sibley’s first objective is U.S. Fort Craig in New Mexico Territory, commanded by his brother-in-law Colonel Edward R. S. Canby with 2,000 men. Fort Craig proves too strong for the 3,200 Confederates to capture, and several days of inconclusive fighting, including the February 21 Battle of Val Verde, reduce Sibley’s force and supplies. Desperate for food, Sibley proceeds north toward Albuquerque, where the Federals have substantial supplies.

February 25, 1862

Union troops under Brigadier General William “Bull” Nelson occupy Nashville, Tennessee. It is the first Confederate state capital captured by Union forces, but the slow Union advance has given the Confederates time to remove stocks of arms and manufacturing facilities.

March 2, 1862

Following Union victories at Forts Henry and Donelson, Major General Leonidas K. Polk orders Confederate forces to abandon Columbus, Kentucky. Its garrison and 140 guns are relocated to defend New Madrid, Missouri, and Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River.

March 3, 1862

A U.S. Navy expedition under Flag Officer Samuel F. Du Pont captures Fernandina and Amelia Islands, Florida. A landing party from the screw gunboat Ottawa secures Fort Clinch, the first Union installation retaken in the war.

March 7–8, 1862

Battle of Pea Ridge (Elkhorn Tavern). On February 10, 1862, Union major general Samuel R. Curtis initiates a campaign to clear Missouri of Confederate forces. It is successful, and Curtis drives some 8,000 Confederates into Arkansas. The Confederates reorganize under Major General Earl Van Dorn, who now takes the initiative. On March 7 Van Dorn and 17,000 Confederates attack Curtis’s 11,000 men entrenched along Pea Ridge, 10 miles northeast of Bentonville in northwestern Arkansas. Fighting resumes the next day when Curtis attacks and forces Van Dorn to withdraw. Union losses are 1,384 men, while Confederate losses are 4,600, including 300 taken prisoner. The Battle of Pea Ridge is the first major Union victory of the Trans-Mississippi theater and ensures Union control of Missouri for more than two years.

March 8–9, 1862

Battles of Hampton Roads. Union major general George B. McClellan’s massive Peninsula Campaign, directed against Richmond up the Virginia Peninsula, is in jeopardy when Union transports at Hampton Roads are threatened by the new Confederate ironclad Virginia, commanded by Flag Officer Franklin Buchanan. On March 8, 1862, the Virginia steams from Norfolk accompanied by two small tenders and three gunboats. These six Confederate ships mounting 35 guns face a Union naval force with 204 guns.

Buchanan rams and sinks the sloop Cumberland and then attacks and burns the frigate Congress. The Union flagship Minnesota runs aground. With darkness coming on and Buchanan wounded, the Virginia retires.

The Union ironclad Monitor now arrives. Commanded by Lieutenant John Worden, it is far more maneuverable than the Virginia but is only a fraction of its size and mounts but 2 11-inch guns in a revolving turret, to the Virginia’s 10.

The next morning, March 9, the Virginia, now commanded by Lieutenant Catesby ap Roger Jones, steams out to attack the Minnesota. The Monitor is positioned in front of the grounded Union flagship. The battle begins at about 8:00 a.m. and lasts until noon. The battle between the two ironclads, the first such clash in history, is a draw, but in merely surviving, the Monitor ensures the safety of the Union transports and supply ships and hence McClellan’s entire operation. The existence of the Virginia, however, blocks any Union naval flanking movement up the James River. In the two-day engagement, the Union suffers 261 killed and 108 wounded; the Confederates lose 7 killed and 17 wounded.

March 11, 1862

Discouraged by Major General George B. McClellan’s lack of aggressiveness, President Abraham Lincoln removes him from command of the Union armies but leaves him in charge of the Army of the Potomac. Lincoln also appoints Major General Henry Halleck to command all Union forces in the West, now renamed the Department of the Mississippi.

March 11, 1862

A landing force from the U.S. Navy screw frigate Wabash seizes St. Augustine, Florida.

March 12, 1862

A landing force from the U.S. Navy screw gunboat Ottawa takes possession of Jacksonville, Florida.

March 14, 1862

Union capture of New Bern. On March 13, U.S. Navy commander Stephen C. Rowan with 13 gunboats lands Union Army brigadier general Ambrose E. Burnside and 12,000 men near New Bern, North Carolina, a key railhead. Brigadier General Lawrence O’Bryan mounts a strong defense with 4,000 poorly trained and indifferently armed men for four hours the next day, but when the militia bolts, he is forced to withdraw from New Bern. Confederate casualties are 68 killed, 116 wounded, and some 400 captured or missing; Union losses total 90 killed, 385 wounded, and 1 captured. The Union forces also take a number of cannon and considerable equipment and ammunition. New Bern becomes a base for operations to the interior.

March 16, 1862

U.S. brigadier general James A. Garfield with 500 infantry and 100 cavalry attacks 500 men of the 21st Virginia Infantry under Brigadier General Humphrey Marshall entrenched at Pound Gap, along the Kentucky-Virginia border. The Confederates flee. Garfield’s men destroy the Southern camp and withdraw.

March 16–April 8, 1862

Siege of Island No. 10. Major General Henry W. Halleck, commanding Union armies in the West, takes part of Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s resources to form the 18,000-man Army of the Mississippi under Brigadier General John Pope, ordering him to operate with the Union river flotilla under Flag Officer Andrew Hull Foote. Halleck hopes to secure both New Madrid, Missouri, and nearby Island No. 10, enabling the flotilla to then proceed downriver to meet Union forces advancing from the river’s mouth.

Island No. 10 and the eastern (Tennessee) shore are heavily fortified. In order to take Island No. 10, Union forces must first capture New Madrid, six miles downriver, defended by 7,500 men under Brigadier General John P. McCown. Marching overland, Pope brings New Madrid under siege on March 3. McCown abandons New Madrid on March 13. The land campaign claims about 50 killed or wounded on each side, but Island No. 10 is now cut off from most river communication and means of supply.

On March 15, Foote arrives above Island No. 10 with 7 gunboats and 10 mortar boats accompanied by 1,500 troops and an assortment of steamers and tugs. Round-the-clock shelling inflicts little damage. Foote rejects requests from Pope to send gunboats past Island No. 10, knowing that if disabled they will drift downriver and be captured. On March 23, work begins on a canal to bypass the island entirely. Brigadier General William W. Mackall assumes command, replacing McCown.

Foote finally responds to Pope’s repeated appeals by sending the gunboat Carondelet past Island No. 10 during a thunderstorm on the night of April 4. Another gunboat, the Pittsburg, follows on the night of April 7. That day Pope and his men, covered by the two gunboats, cross the river, cutting off Island No. 10 entirely. It surrenders early on April 8. Union forces take 4,500 prisoners, 5,000 small arms, and 109 cannon and mortars. They also secure four steamers and a floating battery as well as ammunition and supplies. Union forces suffer only 7 men killed, 14 wounded, and 4 missing.

March 22, 1862

The first ship built in England for the Confederacy, the steamer Oreto sails from Liverpool for the Bahamas, where it will be armed and commissioned as the Confederate commerce raider Florida.

March 23, 1862

Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign: First Battle of Kernstown. Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks commands 23,000 Union troops, positioned to halt any thrust from the Shenandoah Valley against Washington. In late March, Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson commands some 4,500 Confederates in the valley. Banks is supposed to clear the valley as part of the Peninsula Campaign against Richmond, then cover Washington, freeing Major General Irvin McDowell’s corps of 30,000 men to advance on Richmond from the north. Convinced that Jackson poses no threat, Banks leaves 9,000 men under Brigadier General James Shields to push south against Jackson, while Banks himself moves east to Manassas with the remainder.

Having received a false report on Union strength, Jackson attacks Shields. Shields repulses the Confederate attack, inflicting 718 casualties for 590 of his own.

Shields reports that Jackson must have been reinforced, leading President Abraham Lincoln to order Banks to return to the valley and to keep McDowell’s corps near Fredericksburg, removing some 50,000 soldiers from the Union forces moving against Richmond.

March 26–May 4, 1862

Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign (continued): Battle of Glorieta Pass and aftermath. Confederate brigadier general Henry H. Sibley, with 3,200 Texas troops and desperate for supplies, reaches Albuquerque to find the Union troops gone and the supplies destroyed. Sibley then occupies Santa Fe, only to discover a similar situation. Meanwhile, Union retention of Fort Craig cuts Sibley’s line of communications back to Texas.

Sibley dispatches 200–300 men under Major Charles Lynn Pyron to secure Glorieta Pass on the Santa Fe Trail. The ensuing Battle of Glorieta Pass (March 26–28) is the principal engagement of the campaign. Union commander Colonel John P. Slough has some 900 men, while Lieutenant Colonel William R. Scurry commands 1,100 Confederates. The Confederates win the running three-day battle. The Union suffers 52 killed, 78 wounded, and 15 taken prisoner; the Confederates sustain 50 killed, 80 wounded, and 92 taken prisoner.

Colorado volunteers under Major John M. Chivington, however, capture the lightly guarded Confederate supply train at Johnson’s Ranch, forcing Scurry to withdraw to Santa Fe. On April 15 Brigadier General Edward R. S. Canby attacks and defeats one of Sibley’s regiments under Colonel Thomas Green at Peralta. Supply shortages, above all of food, force Sibley to quit New Mexico. Other small engagements occur until some 1,700 Confederates regain Fort Bliss on May 4, ending the campaign.

April 5–May 3, 1862

Peninsula Campaign: Siege of Yorktown. Having assembled some 90,000 men of his Army of the Potomac at Fort Monroe, Major General George B. McClellan prepares to move west against Richmond. He must first secure Yorktown, held by 15,000 Confederates under Major General John B. Magruder, who buys a valuable month’s delay by deceiving McClellan into believing that his force is much larger than is the case. Claiming that the Confederates probably have 100,000 men at Yorktown, McClellan slowly builds up his forces and begins positioning heavy siege artillery. On May 3 several days before McClellan’s planned assault, Magruder slips away. The siege claims some 182 Union and 300 Confederate casualties.

April 6–7, 1862

Battle of Shiloh. Commander of the Confederate western theater General Albert Sidney Johnston is determined to attack Union forces preparing to move against the important Southern railhead of Corinth, Mississippi. At Corinth, Johnston assembles some 44,000 men of the Army of Mississippi and at dawn on April 6 launches a surprise attack on Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s 39,000-man Army of the Tennessee, encamped just south of the Tennessee River at Pittsburg Landing, where Grant is awaiting reinforcement by Major General Don Carlos Buell’s 36,000-man Army of the Ohio. Grant has failed to throw up defensive works.

Fighting in the Battle of Shiloh is fierce, with Union troops driven back almost into the river, where the timberclads Tyler and Lexington help secure the Union flank. Johnston is mortally wounded and is succeeded in command by General P. G. T. Beauregard, who calls off the attack late in the day, throwing away whatever chance the Confederates have for victory because that night Buell’s men begin to arrive.

When the fighting resumes on April 7, it is Grant who attacks. Now facing superior Union strength, Beauregard withdraws to Corinth, abandoning much equipment. In the first great battle of the war, both sides suffer tremendous losses. The Confederates sustain 10,699 casualties (1,728 killed, 8,012 wounded, and 959 captured/missing). Union losses are 13,047 (1,754 killed, 8,408 wounded, and 2,885 captured/missing).

April 9, 1862

Having occupied the Jacksonville, Florida, in March but finding it impossible to defend, Union forces evacuate the city.

April 11, 1862

After a heavy bombardment by Union forces, the Confederates surrender Fort Pulaski, between Tybee Island and Savannah, Georgia.

April 12, 1862

Great Locomotive Chase (Andrews’ Raid). Union major general Ormsby M. Mitchel hopes to capture the key railhead of Chattanooga. To cut off the city from reinforcement by rail from Atlanta, James J. Andrews, a civilian scout, proposes a daring plan to destroy the Western & Atlantic Railroad link to Chattanooga. He recruits two dozen men, who rendezvous at Marietta, Georgia.

On the morning of April 12 at Big Shanty (now Kennesaw), Georgia, 17 of the men seize the General (a Confederate locomotive) and several cars, intending to run the train northward to Chattanooga, destroying railroad bridges en route. Confederates pursue the General, first on foot, then in a handcar, and finally in a succession of other locomotives. Because the raiders periodically stop to cut telegraph lines, the train stations do not know that the General has been hijacked and is on a sabotage mission, but the raiders fail in their attempts to burn bridges and dynamite Tunnel Hill. A few miles short of Chattanooga the General runs out of steam, and the men attempt to escape. Mitchel halts his troops 30 miles short of Chattanooga. All the men who reached Marietta are subsequently captured. Eight are hanged as spies, but 8 others make a remarkable escape.

April 14–June 4, 1862

Siege of Fort Pillow. The next Union objective on the northern Mississippi is Fort Pillow. Located 60 miles to the south of Island No. 10 and just north of Fulton on the Tennessee side of the Mississippi River, Fort Pillow guards the northern approach to the important railhead of Memphis, 40 miles downriver, and is defended by 6,000 men. Flag officer Andrew Hull Foote’s naval flotilla and transports carrying Brigadier General John Pope’s 20,000-man Army of the Mississippi arrive at Hale’s Point above Fort Pillow on April 14, and Union mortar boats open fire on Fort Pillow. The bombardment continues for the next seven weeks. Pope and Foote decide to replicate the plan of Island No. 10 by digging a 6-mile-long canal on the Arkansas side of the river to pass the Union gunboats below the fort. But Major General Henry W. Halleck withdraws almost all of Pope’s troops on April 17 for his own campaign against Corinth. Pope leaves behind only 1,200 men.

April 16, 1862

With Southern forces hard-pressed for manpower, President Jefferson Davis authorizes mandatory conscription. In the first military draft in American history, all Southern white males ages 18 to 35 are now eligible for 3 years of military service. There is, however, widespread resentment to an exemption for Southerners owning 20 or more slaves. The Union will not introduce conscription until 1863.

April 18, 1862

Start of Union operations against New Orleans. With Union forces on the northern Mississippi pushing south, Flag Officer David Glasgow Farragut, commanding the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, has charge of an operation to secure the river’s mouth. Farragut moves his 17 ships (mounting 154 guns) and 20 mortar boats under Commander David D. Porter upriver to a point below Confederate Forts Jackson and St. Philip, which guard the southern water approach to New Orleans and mount a combined 126 guns.

The Confederates have stretched a chain across the river on hulks. They also have 14 warships, most of which are small and mount a total of only 40 guns. The ships include the Louisiana, an unfinished ironclad moored along the riverbank, and the Manassas, an ironclad ram. Major command divisions impede the Confederate defensive efforts, however.

On April 18 Porter’s mortar boats commence a bombardment of Fort Jackson with 13-inch shells. The fort is little damaged in five days and nights of bombardment with 16,800 shells, however.

April 19, 1862

Union operations against New Orleans (continued). Crewmen of the U.S. Navy screw gunboats Itasca and Pinola breach the Confederate obstructions in the Mississippi River below Forts Jackson and St. Philip, paving the way for Flag Officer David G. Farragut to move his ships upriver.

April 24, 1862

Union operations against New Orleans (continued): Farragut’s squadron passes Forts Jackson and St. Philip. Following careful preparations, the ships of Flag Officer David G. Farragut’s West Gulf Blockading Squadron proceed upriver and engage the Confederate forts and Confederate ships in the river. Once the Union ships are past the forts, the fate of New Orleans is sealed. The toll is 1 Union ship rammed and sunk, while the Confederates lose the ironclad ram Manassas and 12 smaller vessels, 2 of them captured. Union casualties during April 18–26 total 39 killed and 171 wounded.

April 25–26, 1862

Bombardment and capture of Fort Macon, North Carolina. On April 25, U.S. Navy commodore Samuel Lockwood with the coastal combatant Daylight, the side-wheel combatant State of Georgia, the screw gunboat Chippewa, and the bark Gemsbok, shells Fort Macon, commanded by Colonel Moses J. White. With the fort’s masonry walls collapsing, White surrenders the next day. Union losses are 1 killed and 3 wounded. Confederate losses are 7 killed, 18 wounded (2 mortally), and some 400 captured. Two Confederate blockade-runners are also taken.


April 25–29, 1862

Union operations against New Orleans (continued): Union capture of New Orleans. Flag Officer David G. Farragut arrives at New Orleans with his West Gulf Blockading Squadron. His ships’ guns dominate the city, and Farragut demands its surrender. The city fathers and Confederate major general Mansfield Lovell, commanding the New Orleans defenses, refuse, but Lovell announces that he will evacuate the city, and the next day the city leaders state that they will not resist a Union takeover. U.S. marines and several naval officers go ashore and assume official possession on April 29.

April 28, 1862

Surrender of Forts Jackson and St. Philip. With Fort Jackson cut off, on April 25 Commander David D. Porter demands that Confederate brigadier general Johnson K. Duncan surrender both that fort and naval vessels, including the unfinished ironclad Louisiana. Duncan refuses, whereupon Porter commences a mortar bombardment. When many of the defenders desert, Duncan surrenders both forts. Flag Officer John K. Mitchell sets fire to the Louisiana and cuts it free to drift downriver. It blows up before it reaches the Union ships.

May 1, 1862

Union troops under Major General Benjamin Butler occupy New Orleans.

May 3–30, 1862

Halleck’s Corinth Campaign. At Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee, Major General Henry Halleck, commander of the Department of the Mississippi, combines the Army of the Tennessee, the Army of the Ohio, and the Army of the Mississippi into one army of more than 100,000 men. Major General Ulysses S. Grant is second-in-command. Halleck’s objective is the Confederate railhead of Corinth, Mississippi, 22 miles distant. Through it run the Memphis & Charleston Railroad and the Mobile & Ohio Railroad.

General P. G. T. Beauregard commands the Confederate Army of Mississippi of 30,000 men at Corinth. With Major General Earl Van Dorn’s 14,000-man Army of the West and other reinforcements, Beauregard has 70,000 men, but some 20,000 are ill or recovering from wounds.

The Union troops are slowed by terrain and heavy rains, but Halleck’s caution is the primary reason for their glacial advance. Beauregard wants to attack the Union forces, but this never occurs because Van Dorn, who is supposed to lead the assault on May 22, fails to move on time. Citing supply shortages, Beauregard then abandons Corinth. Elaborate deceptions succeed, and during May 29–30 most of the Confederates depart. Halleck takes only some 2,000 prisoners.

May 5, 1862

Peninsula Campaign (continued): Battle of Williamsburg. Near Williamsburg, Virginia, a stubborn Confederate rearguard action prevents Union major general George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac from encountering the main body of Confederate general Joseph Johnston’s forces withdrawing toward Richmond. The battle results in 2,239 Union and 1,703 Confederate casualties. Both sides claim victory.

May 8, 1862

Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (continued): Battle of McDowell. Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson is at Swift Run Gap. Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks moves slowly south up the valley with some 15,000 men, while Major General John C. Frémont is moving on Staunton from the west with 20,000 men. Should Frémont and Banks combine, Jackson will be overwhelmed.

Leaving 8,000 men under Major General Richard S. Ewell to contain Banks, on April 30 Jackson departs Swift Run Gap and moves westward with 10,000 men to engage Frémont. Late on the afternoon of May 7, Jackson’s leading elements encounter Brigadier General Robert H. Milroy’s brigade, the advance element of Frémont’s army. Brigadier General Robert C. Schneck rushes to Milroy’s support and assumes command, deploying his 6,000 Union troops around McDowell. On May 8 as Jackson is trying to figure out a way to flank the Union position, Schneck attacks.

In the Battle of McDowell, 2,800 Confederates turn back all assaults by 2,300 Union troops personally led by Milroy. That night as Jackson leads the Stonewall Brigade onto the field, Schneck uses the cover of darkness to withdraw into the Alleghenies. The Confederates lose 45 killed and 423 wounded; Union losses are 26 killed, 227 wounded, and 3 missing.

Jackson pursues the Federals as far as Franklin (in present-day West Virginia) but ends the chase on May 12 to return to the valley and move against Banks.

May 8, 1862

Union capture of Baton Rouge. U.S. Navy flag officer David G. Farragut orders Commander James S. Palmer of the screw sloop Iroquois to secure both Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and Natchez, Mississippi. Palmer sends ashore a landing party to seize the arsenal and takes possession of Baton Rouge without a shot being fired.

May 8, 1862

Siege of Fort Pillow (continued). On May 8 the Confederates send three rams against the Union mortar boats shelling Fort Pillow. These, however, are protected by three Union gunboats, and the attackers are driven off. The next day Captain Charles H. Davis replaces Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote, who is ailing, as commander of the Western Gunboat Flotilla.

May 10, 1862

Siege of Fort Pillow (continued): Battle of Plum Point Bend. At 7:00 a.m., with no Union lookouts posted and only one Union ironclad, the Cincinnati, protecting a mortar boat firing at Fort Pillow, eight Confederate gunboats suddenly round Craigshead Point. Their commander, Captain James E. Montgomery, hopes to cut out or destroy the mortar boat and/or its covering gunboat. The other Union gunboats upstream finally arrive and chase the Confederates downriver, but not before the Confederates have rammed and sunk the ironclads Cincinnati and Mound City.

In the hour-long battle the Union forces suffer only 4 wounded, 1 mortally. While the Confederates have two of their gunboats disabled and up to 108 dead (largely from burst steam boilers), they have won a tactical victory by temporarily disabling two much more powerful Union ironclads. Refloated, the latter are returned to Mound City, Illinois, for repairs.

May 10, 1862

The Confederates evacuate the Gosport (Norfolk) Navy Yard, carrying off such equipment as they can and then setting the buildings afire to destroy what remains. Union forces quickly retake Norfolk and occupy the nearby yard.

May 10, 1862

Their resources stretched thin and needing the troops and ordnance to defend against Union advances in the western theater, Confederate authorities decide to evacuate Pensacola, destroying the navy yard, Forts Barrancas and McRae, the steamer Fulton, and an ironclad under construction. Union brigadier general Lewis G. Arnold then leads 1,000 men from Fort Pickens to occupy Pensacola on May 12.

May 11, 1862

With the destruction of its base, the Gosport (Norfolk) Navy Yard, and unable because of its deep draft to move it up the James River, the Confederates blow up the ironclad ram Virginia near Craney Island, Virginia.

May 13, 1862

The screw sloop Iroquois (under Commander James S. Palmer) steams from Baton Rouge and takes the surrender of Natchez, Mississippi.

May 13, 1862

Robert Smalls, a free African American, sails the Confederate side-wheeler dispatch boat/transport Planter out of Charleston Harbor with his family and a number of slaves, 16 people in all, and then surrenders the ship to the Union blockader Onward.

May 15, 1862

First Battle of Drewry’s Bluff. With destruction of the Confederate ironclad Virginia, President Abraham Lincoln presses Flag Officer Louis M. Goldsborough, commander of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, to take action. Goldsborough orders Commander John Rodgers Jr. to proceed up the James to Richmond with the ironclads Galena (flagship), Monitor, and Naugatuck, along with the wooden screw gunboat Aroostook and the side-wheeler Port Royal, to shell the Confederate capital into submission.

Rodgers’s squadron arrives at Drewry’s Bluff, defending Richmond. In addition to guns ashore, the Confederates have blocked the river with sunken hulks, stone cribs, and other debris. The Galena bears the brunt of the fight, as the Monitor’s guns cannot be sufficiently elevated to engage the guns on the bluff. Also, a Parrott rifle on the Naugatuck bursts halfway through the engagement, putting that ship out of action, while the Port Royal is kept busy engaging the Confederate infantry along the riverbank. The Galena suffers 13 dead and 11 wounded. Southern losses in the battle are 7 killed and 8 wounded. The Confederate stand here saves Richmond.

May 18, 1862

Despite reservations, commander of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron Flag Officer David G. Farragut orders his ships up the Mississippi to Vicksburg. Confederate authorities reject his surrender demand. Even if the Union vessels could have shelled Vicksburg into submission, Farragut has only some 1,500 men under Brigadier General Thomas Williams, a totally insufficient force to hold the city. On May 30 Farragut returns to New Orleans with most of his ships, leaving behind the troops and only half a dozen gunboats.

May 23, 1862

Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (continued): Battle of Front Royal. Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson with some 3,000 men attacks 1,063 Union troops at Front Royal, Virginia, under Colonel John R. Kenly. Outnumbered and outflanked, Kenly withdraws to Cedarville. There two Confederate charges break through the Union lines and force a surrender. The Confederates suffer some 50 casualties; Union losses are 904: 32 killed, 122 wounded, and 750 taken prisoner.

May 24, 1862

President Abraham Lincoln, alarmed by Confederate military successes in the Shenandoah Valley that might presage a descent on Washington, again orders Major General Irvin McDowell’s corps to halt at Fredericksburg, thus preventing some 30,000 Union troops from joining Major General George B. McClellan’s drive on Richmond.

May 25, 1862

Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (continued): First Battle of Winchester. Union troops under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks withdraw north to Winchester, closely followed by Confederate forces under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. The fighting pits some 16,000 Confederates against 6,500 Union troops. When the Confederates flank the Union position, the Union troops panic and flee north through Winchester and across the Potomac River, abandoning thousands of weapons and stocks of supplies. Union casualties total 2,019; the Confederates lose perhaps 400. This First Battle of Winchester spreads panic in Washington and fans fears of a descent on the federal capital by Jackson. President Abraham Lincoln recalls Major General Irvin McDowell’s corps from its planned juncture with Union forces under Major General George B. McClellan advancing on Richmond from the east, allowing the Confederate defenders to concentrate exclusively against McClellan.

May 31–June 1, 1862

Peninsula Campaign (continued): Battle of Seven Pines. U.S. major general George B. McClellan’s 103,000-man Army of the Potomac reaches its advanced base on the Pamunkey River only 20 miles from Richmond. Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of the Potomac numbers only 60,000. Despite overwhelming strength, McClellan halts to await the arrival from the north of Major General Irwin McDowell’s 30,000-man corps, which has been recalled by President Abraham Lincoln.

McClellan’s army is extended in a great “V”; the upper leg stretches out to meet McDowell, while the lower reaches just beyond Fair Oaks Station, within five miles of Richmond. Union troops are on both sides of the Chickahominy River: three corps on the north shore to facilitate a linkup with McDowell and two south of it.

On May 31 Johnston, informed that the Union threat from the north posed by McDowell’s corps has evaporated with its recall, attacks the two Union corps on the south bank of the Chickahominy isolated by the flooded river. Only the timely arrival of another Union corps that manages to cross the river prevents a disastrous defeat. In the Battle of Seven Pines (Fair Oaks), each side commits about 42,000 men. McClellan gains a tactical victory. The Union sustains 5,031 casualties (780 killed, 3,594 wounded, and 647 taken prisoner or missing); the Confederates suffer 6,134 casualties (980 killed, 4,749 wounded, and 405 missing or captured). The battle ends McClellan’s offensive, but Johnston is among the severely wounded. On June 1 President Jefferson Davis names General Robert E. Lee commander of the Confederate Army of the Potomac, which now becomes known as the Army of Northern Virginia.

June 4, 1862

Confederate forces, outflanked, abandon Fort Pillow, Tennessee, allowing Union naval forces to move down the Mississippi against Memphis.

June 6, 1862

Battle of Memphis. With the Confederates having abandoned Fort Pillow, on June 5 Flag Officer Charles H. Davis’s flotilla and the seven converted river steamers of the War Department’s new Mississippi Ram Fleet flotilla under Colonel Charles Ellet Jr. steam south past Fort Pillow, arriving just above Memphis that evening.

The battle for Memphis begins early on June 6 and ends with the destruction of seven of eight Confederate gunboats. Only the General Earl Van Dorn manages to escape southward to Vicksburg. The Union side suffers only four casualties and one badly damaged ram. The Confederates surrender Memphis. The Union has ended Confederate naval power on the Mississippi and added additional shipping to its flotilla. The battle also gives the Union the fifth-largest city in the Confederacy, along with control of four key rail lines and important manufacturing resources, including a naval yard that soon becomes a principal Union base. The Mississippi is now open all the way south to Vicksburg.

June 8, 1862

Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (continued): Battle of Cross Keys. U.S. president Abraham Lincoln orders Major General Irvin McDowell to send 20,000 men (10,000 each under Brigadier General James Shields and Major General Edward O. C. Ord) to Front Royal, with Major General John C. Frémont to move east to Harrisonburg. If these two forces can meet at Strasburg, they can cut Confederate major general Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s escape route south. Jackson, however, avoids the Union trap. Withdrawing his 15,000 men along with 2,000 Union prisoners and captured Union supplies, he reaches Harrisonburg on June 5. Jackson leaves Brigadier General Richard S. Ewell to hold Union troops under Frémont at Cross Keys, while Jackson and the rest of his command move to Port Republic to meet Union forces under Shields.

At Cross Keys on June 8, Ewell’s three brigades of 5,000 men repulse Frémont’s attack. That night most of the Confederates march to aid Jackson at Port Republic. The remainder follow the next day.

June 9, 1862

Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (continued): Battle of Port Republic. Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson concentrates some 6,000 men at Port Republic, east of the South Fork of the Shenandoah River. Union brigadier general James Shields sends forward two brigades totaling about 3,500 men to probe the Confederate position and appeals to Major General John C. Frémont to hurry to join him. Jackson orders an attack, which is repulsed with heavy casualties. He then sends a brigade through woods, turning the Union left and forcing a withdrawal. Union losses are 1,008 (558 prisoners); the Confederates sustain 816 casualties.

Frémont arrives too late to be of assistance and can only watch helplessly from across the rain-swollen North River, as the Confederates have burned the bridge behind them.

The Battle of Port Republic is the final victory in Jackson’s remarkable Shenandoah Valley Campaign. During 48 days with never more than 18,000 men, Jackson’s men have marched 646 miles and defeated three Union armies totaling four times their own strength in four pitched battles, six large skirmishes, and numerous minor actions. Jackson has inflicted some 8,000 Union casualties for fewer than 2,500 losses of his own. Jackson now moves east to join in the battles for Richmond.

June 12–16, 1862

Peninsula Campaign (continued). Confederate brigadier general James Ewell Brown (“Jeb”) Stuart leads 1,200 cavalrymen of the Army of Northern Virginia on a reconnaissance in force. They end up riding around the entire Union Army of the Potomac, unnerving its commander, Major General George B. McClellan; destroying Union stores; and securing significant intelligence.

June 17, 1862

General Braxton Bragg replaces General P. G. T. Beauregard in command of the Confederacy’s western theater. To prevent Union forces from securing the important Chattanooga railhead, Bragg shifts most of his forces to southeastern Tennessee.

June 25–July 1, 1862

Peninsula Campaign (continued): Seven Days’ Campaign. In a move to drive Union major general George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac of some 103,000 men from the outskirts of Richmond, Confederate commander General Robert E. Lee, having gathered 97,000 men, plans to send forces under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson to attack Major General Fitz John Porter’s corps on the north side of the Chickahominy River, while Lee and most of the army move against McClellan’s center.

The offensive is poorly handled. Jackson displays uncharacteristic lethargy, and his men never get into the fight in the Battle of Mechanicsville on June 26. Porter rebuffs the uncoordinated Confederate assaults and retires to Gaines’ Mill.

Lee again attacks Porter on June 27 in the Battle of Gaines’ Mill. Jackson is again late and fails to get in behind Porter’s right flank as planned. Lee manages to penetrate Porter’s left, however. In danger of a double envelopment, Porter is able to withdraw in good order. That night on McClellan’s order, Porter withdraws to the south bank of the Chickahominy. During June 29–30, Lee pursues and suffers sharp rebuffs in the Battle of Savage’s Station and the battles at Glendale and White Oak Swamp.

In the Battle of Malvern Hill (July 1) in the absence of McClellan, Porter exercises command, and the Army of the Potomac, supported by the guns of the Union river squadron, withstands Lee’s desperate attacks. The Army of Northern Virginia suffers more than 5,000 casualties in a few hours. Although this is a clear Union victory, McClellan orders an immediate retreat to Harrison’s Landing. The next day, the Confederates withdraw toward Richmond. The Peninsula Campaign is over.

In the Seven Days’ Campaign, Union forces suffer 15,855 casualties (1,734 killed, 8,066 wounded, and 6,055 missing or captured). Confederate losses are 20,204 (3,494 killed, 15,758 wounded, and 952 missing or captured).

June 28, 1862

Farragut’s West Gulf Blockading Squadron passes Vicksburg. Under orders from U.S. secretary of the navy Gideon Welles that the Mississippi River be cleared, in late June 1862 West Gulf Blockading Squadron commander Flag Officer David G. Farragut makes yet another attempt against Vicksburg, this time in conjunction with Flag Officer Charles H. Davis’s Mississippi River flotilla, which proceeds from the north to just above Vicksburg. This time Farragut brings with him Captain David D. Porter’s flotilla of 12 mortar boats.

Meanwhile, U.S. Army brigadier general Thomas Williams with 3,000 men is digging a canal across the mile-wide peninsula formed by the U-shaped bend in the river on which Vicksburg is located, in the hopes of bypassing Vicksburg’s land batteries.

With the mortar flotilla positioned on both sides of the river and providing covering fire, Farragut’s ships begin their passage before dawn on June 28. The squadron includes the steam sloops Richmond, Hartford, and Brooklyn and 14 gunboats. A heavy exchange between the ships and the Confederate shore batteries ensues. By 6:00 a.m., the first of Farragut’s ships has passed through the gauntlet of Confederate fire to join Lieutenant Colonel Alfred W. Ellet’s Ram Fleet, the leading element of Davis’s flotilla that has come downriver from Memphis. The Brooklyn and 2 accompanying gunboats fail to make it through, however. Although Farragut has not lost a ship, his squadron has sustained some damage, along with 18 killed and 40–42 wounded. Farragut is now more convinced than ever that taking Vicksburg is a matter for ground troops. He informs Major General Henry W. Halleck at Corinth, Mississippi, via courier that the Confederates have some 8,000–10,000 ground troops in place, a force sufficient to prevent the relatively small number of Union troops from landing. Farragut requests reinforcements. Although he commands some 120,000 men, Halleck replies that he cannot spare any.

July 11, 1862

President Abraham Lincoln orders Major General Henry Halleck from the western theater to Washington as general in chief, and Major General George B. McClellan is ordered to bring the Army of the Potomac back to Washington (August 3).

July 12, 1862

The U.S. Congress makes available for soldiers the Medal of Honor, established in December 1861 for the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Marine Corps.

July 13, 1862

Early this morning, Colonel Nathan Bedford Forrest and 1,500 Confederate cavalrymen descend on strategically important Murfreesboro, Tennessee, garrisoned by 1,040 Union soldiers in two infantry regiments camped 1.5 miles apart. Almost immediately the Confederates capture Union commander Brigadier General Thomas T. Crittenden. Forrest then convinces the commander of one regiment that the rest of the garrison has been taken and that no quarter will be given should he not surrender immediately. The Union officers decide unanimously to surrender. The other regiment then follows suit. Forrest also secures considerable supplies and artillery. After burning the railroad depot and supplies he cannot carry off, Forrest withdraws with his prisoners, having himself suffered some 25 killed and 100 wounded. Union losses are 19–20 killed and 1,100–1,200 taken prisoner, including 120 wounded.

July 15, 1862

CSS Arkansas runs past the Union squadrons above Vicksburg. The Confederate ironclad ram Arkansas, having been completed at Yazoo City, encounters the Union ironclad Carondelet, the timberclad Tyler, and the ram Queen of the West proceeding up the Yazoo River. The Arkansas disables the Carondelet and damages the Tyler, then exits the Yazoo and proceeds down the Mississippi, trading fire with many of the 20 Union ships without their steam up. The Arkansas then docks at Vicksburg.

An embarrassed and angry Flag Officer David G. Farragut attempts to destroy the Arkansas when running his ships south past Vicksburg later that day, but the attempt fails, as does an effort by the ironclad Essex and the ram Queen of the West early on July 22.

July 16, 1862

The U.S. Congress authorizes the rank of rear admiral, the first in U.S. history. Four men are promoted: David. G. Farragut (first in order of preexisting seniority), Louis M. Goldsborough, Samuel F. Du Pont, and Andrew H. Foote. The legislation also establishes the ranks of commodore, heretofore an honorific title, and lieutenant commander.

July 17, 1862

The U.S. Congress approves the Second Confiscation Act. It frees slaves owned by disloyal citizens, regardless of whether the slaves are employed in the Confederate war effort or on farms and plantations. Although limited, the act is regarded as the first legal emancipation proclamation. It also authorizes the president to employ African Americans “for the suppression of this rebellion” in any manner he deems fit. Congress also passes the Militia Act, allowing the drafting of some 300,000 militiamen into the U.S. Army. The act also provides that persons of African descent may be enlisted in the army. Eventually some 186,000 black men comprising 163 units serve in the Union Army (constituting some 10 percent of the force) and take part in some 449 military engagements during the war. Another 19,000 will serve in the navy, constituting 15–16 percent of its personnel.

July 17, 1862

In Washington, D.C., mounting military deaths lead Congress to pass legislation empowering President Abraham Lincoln to purchase grounds as “a national cemetery for the soldiers who shall die in the service of the country.” Fourteen national cemeteries are created in 1862.

August 5–6, 1862

Battle of Baton Rouge and destruction of CSS Arkansas. Some 4,000 Confederates of the Vicksburg garrison led by Major General John C. Breckinridge attack Baton Rouge, Louisiana, defended by about 3,200 entrenched Union troops under Brigadier General Thomas Williams. Many of the Union troops are sick, and Williams has only about 2,700 men in line. Four warships, including the ironclad Essex, support the defenders from the Mississippi River.

The Confederates order the ironclad ram Arkansas, commanded by Lieutenant Henry K. Stevens, from Vicksburg to clear the river, even though repairs are not yet complete and its engines are in poor shape. Indeed, the engines break down several times, and the ship is unable to reach Baton Rouge in time to support the initial Confederate land assault. Nevertheless, the Confederates breach the Union lines and drive the Federals back against the river. With the Arkansas again disabled some eight miles above Baton Rouge, the Union gunboats help drive back the advancing Confederate troops, although Williams is among the Union dead.

During the night of August 5, Commander William D. Porter of the Essex learns that the Arkansas is upriver, and on August 6 he leads his four ships upriver against it. With repairs completed, the Arkansas moves to engage the Essex, but the Arkansas’s engines break down yet again. Stevens then orders his men to abandon ship and fire it. It drifts downstream and blows up.

The destruction of the Arkansas influences Breckinridge’s decision not to renew the attack. Union casualties in the battle are 84 dead and 299 wounded or missing. Confederate losses are 84 dead and 372 wounded or missing. On August 21, Union troops evacuate Baton Rouge and return to New Orleans.

August 9, 1862

Battle of Cedar Mountain. President Abraham Lincoln creates the Army of Virginia, commanded by Major General John Pope. Confederate general Robert E. Lee, commanding the Army of Northern Virginia and concerned by the threat posed by Pope’s army, dispatches Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson with 12,000 men to protect the railroad junction at Gordonsville. Lee follows, leaving only 20,000 men to protect Richmond.

Pope plans an advance toward the Rapidan River. Learning of the Confederate presence, he deploys on a wide front near Culpeper. On August 9 U.S. major general Nathaniel P. Banks, commanding the leading Union corps, errs in impetuously attacking Jackson without requesting reinforcements from Pope. Jackson rebuffs Banks and drives him back to Culpeper. In the Battle of Cedar Mountain, the Union forces suffer 2,353 casualties, the Confederates 1,354.

August 17, 1862

The Oreto, the first ship built in Britain for the Confederacy as a commerce raider, is commissioned by Lieutenant John N. Maffitt at Green Cay in the Bahamas as CSS Florida.

August 23, 1862

Stuart’s raid on Cattlett’s Station. Confederate major general J. E. B. Stuart leads 1,500 cavalrymen to cut the Union supply lines by destroying the Orange & Alexandria Railroad bridge over Cedar Run and simultaneously striking Major General John Pope’s headquarters at nearby Catlett’s Station, Virginia. Stuart takes 300 Union prisoners, supplies, and $350,000 in cash. He also seizes Pope’s personal baggage and papers, from which the Confederates learn the important information that Pope’s 55,000-man Army of Virginia will be joined by Major General George B. McClellan’s 100,000-man Army of the Potomac.

August 24, 1862

Off the island of Terceira in the Azores, Captain Raphael Semmes commissions the Enrica, built in England, as CSS Alabama.

August 29–30, 1862

Second Battle of Bull Run. Learning that Major General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac has been ordered to quit the Virginia Peninsula and reinforce Major General John Pope’s Army of Virginia, commander of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia General Robert E. Lee decides to march north and attack Pope before the two Union armies (total strength of some 155,000 men) can combine against his own army of 55,000. McClellan delays in transferring men, withholding his two best corps, giving Pope some 62,000 men. A furious President Abraham Lincoln subsequently relieves McClellan of command.

In the Second Battle of Bull Run, Lee sends Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson around Pope’s right flank against Pope’s supply base at Manassas Junction, which is torched. Pope orders a concentration on the former Bull Run battlefield, aiming to destroy Jackson.

On August 29 Jackson holds in a strong defensive position against Pope’s badly coordinated attacks. Lee comes up with Major General James Longstreet’s 30,000-man corps in late afternoon. Refusing to believe reports that Jackson has been reinforced, Pope resumes attacks on August 30. Longstreet’s men fall on Pope’s flank from the south, sending Union forces reeling back in confusion. The battle deservedly discredits Pope as a military commander. His forces have suffered 16,054 casualties while inflicting only 9,197 on Lee’s army. The Confederate victory here clears the way for Lee’s invasion of the North.

August 29–30, 1862

Battle of Richmond in Kentucky. Confederate major general Edmund Kirby Smith, commander of the Confederate Department of East Tennessee, and General Braxton Bragg, commander of the Army of Tennessee, decide on an invasion of Kentucky. Smith commands some 20,000 men, and Bragg commands 30,000 men. On August 13, Smith advances north from Knoxville into Kentucky. Bragg leaves Chattanooga on August 28, marching to the west on a parallel track.

On August 29 Brigadier General Patrick T. Cleburne, leading a small advance division of Smith’s force, attacks two Union brigades under Brigadier General Mahlon D. Manson at Richmond. On August 30 both Smith and Union major general William “Bull” Nelson arrive and take charge of their respective armies. The Southerners are victorious, opening the way for a Confederate advance on Lexington and Frankfort. Union losses are 206 killed, 844 wounded, and 4,300 missing (most taken prisoner). Southern losses are 78 killed, 372 wounded, and a small number missing.

September 1, 1862

Battle of Chantilly in Virginia. Confederate commander of the Army of Northern Virginia General Robert E. Lee sends forces under Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson around the right flank of Union major general John Pope’s Army of Virginia to cut it off from Washington, D.C. Pope countermands his own attack plans to order his army to withdraw into the Washington defenses. The battle occurs in a violent rainstorm. Two Union divisions check Jackson, although both commanders—Brigadier General Isaac Stevens and Major General Philip Kearny—are killed. Jackson suffers perhaps 500 casualties, the Union side as many as 1,000. Lee makes no further effort toward Washington. Pope is relieved of command on September 12. His Army of Virginia is by this date absorbed into the Army of the Potomac, and Major General George B. McClellan is recalled to command it.

September 4, 1862

Lee’s first invasion of the North. Union major general George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac moves from Washington with 97,000 men to meet Confederate general Robert E. Lee, with 55,000 men. Lee is preparing to invade the North, hoping to cut rail lines and isolate Washington, D.C., with Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, as his probable objective.

McClellan proceeds with his customary caution. On September 7 Lee is concentrated near Frederick, Maryland. On September 9 he orders Major General James Longstreet to advance on Hagerstown, Maryland, while Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson returns across the Potomac to capture Harpers Ferry, Virginia, and open a new line of communications south.

September 4, 1862

His ship flying a British ensign and with much of his crew incapacitated, Lieutenant John N. Maffitt runs the Confederate commerce raider Florida past U.S. Navy commander George Preble’s squadron of the screw sloop Oneida and two other warships blockading Mobile Bay. Although damaged in the exchange of fire, the Florida gains the bay.

September 14, 1862

Lee’s first invasion of the North (continued): Battle of South Mountain. Members of the advance guard of the Union Army of the Potomac discover the entire operational orders of Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Union commander Major General George B. McClellan now knows the entire disposition of Lee’s forces, but although Lee’s army is spread out over 25 miles and vulnerable to attack, McClellan waits a full 18 hours before putting his army in motion to push through the Blue Ridge Mountains. It takes him two days to cover the 10 miles from Frederick, Maryland, to the South Mountain passes.

On September 14 in the Battles of South Mountain and Crampton’s Gap, Confederate forces hold off the Union advance. Lee now orders his scattered legions to concentrate at Sharpsburg, Maryland.

September 12–15, 1862

Lee’s first invasion of the North (continued): Battle of Harpers Ferry. Army of Northern Virginia commander General Robert E. Lee detaches three divisions to take Harpers Ferry (now part of West Virginia). McClellan had requested that the Harpers Ferry garrison of 14,000 men under Colonel Dixon S. Miles be added to his own forces, but Union general in chief Major General Henry W. Halleck refused, expecting Miles to hold. Miles, however, insists on keeping most of his men near the town rather than attempting to hold the critical high ground commanding it. Also, many of his men are new recruits and are poorly trained.

The Confederates take the commanding ground, but Miles rejects suggestions to attempt a breakout on the night of September 14, although 1,400 cavalrymen do so. Miles is mortally wounded before he can surrender. Union losses are 44 killed and 173 wounded. The Confederates suffer 39 killed and 247 wounded. Jackson takes 12,419 prisoners, 13,000 small arms, 73 cannon, 200 wagons, and considerable stocks of military equipment in this largest Union surrender of the war.

Leaving a division to guard the prisoners, Jackson proceeds by forced marches with the rest of his men to join Lee, arriving at Sharpsburg, Maryland, in time to participate in the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862).

September 17, 1862

Lee’s first invasion of the North (continued): Battle of Antietam. Confederate general Robert E. Lee had divided his Army of Northern Virginia into three main bodies for the movement north. With Union major general George B. McClellan closing with his much larger Army of the Potomac, Lee considers withdrawal but decides to stand and fight, ordering his army to concentrate at Sharpsburg, Maryland, trusting that McClellan’s well-known slowness will allow Lee time to do so.

McClellan might easily have defeated Lee on the afternoon of September 15 when he had 55,000 men within striking distance of Sharpsburg and Lee had only 18,000 men, but McClellan dithers this day and the next, positioning his units. Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson arrives with his corps on September 16. Even with Jackson’s corps, though, Lee is outnumbered 41,000 to 87,000. McClellan fails to utilize his superior numbers, withholding an entire corps of 20,000 men and employing a piecemeal form of attack. He also fails to employ his cavalry to cut Confederate lines of communication and prevent Confederate reinforcements from reaching the battlefield from the south. A delay of an hour or two would have changed the battle, as Lee’s remaining three divisions arrive on the battlefield with the Union attack in progress.

Lee manages to hold, but the loss of life is appalling. Union casualties are 2,108 dead, 9,540 wounded, and 753 captured/missing (15 percent of effectives). Confederate losses are 1,546 dead, 7,752 wounded, and 1,018 captured/missing (26 percent). It is the bloodiest single day of fighting of the entire war. Lee waits one day and then pulls back into Virginia. McClellan fails to pursue. President Abraham Lincoln is furious and soon removes McClellan from command again. The battle nonetheless has important results. Lee’s defeat weakens Confederate hopes of securing recognition from Britain and France. The defeat also helps ensure that Democrats do not win control of the U.S. House of Representatives in the November elections. A single percentage’s shift in the vote would have brought Democratic control and trouble for Lincoln. The Union victory allows Lincoln the opportunity to issue the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation.

September 19–20, 1862

Battle of Iuka. Union major general Ulysses S. Grant commands the 45,000-man Army of the Tennessee. His chief forces are with him at Corinth, Mississippi, where his lines of communication are threatened by the armies of Confederate major generals Sterling Price (the Army of the West of 15,000 men) and Earl Van Dorn (the Army of West Tennessee of 7,000 men), who hope to unite against him.

Grant does not wait to be attacked but instead moves against Price, who occupied the Union supply depot of Iuka on September 14 and is now waiting for Van Dorn to join him. Grant plans a double envelopment. Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans and his Army of the Mississippi are to approach Iuka from the southwest, while three divisions of Grant’s own army under Major General Edward O. C. Ord attack out of the northwest against the Confederate front. This goes awry when Rosecrans takes the wrong route and fails to cut the Confederate line of retreat. An acoustic anomaly prevents Ord and Grant from hearing the battle noise, and Rosecrans is forced to fight Price alone, which he does successfully. Price then withdraws from Iuka and joins Van Dorn. The Union suffers 790 casualties; Confederate losses are 1,516.

September 23, 1862

President Abraham Lincoln issues the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. It declares that as of January 1, 1863, slaves in areas of the South still in rebellion will be free. Although the proclamation thus frees no slaves, it resonates in the North and in Europe, helping to allay sympathy there for the Confederate cause. The proclamation also represents a change in Union war aims, in effect transforming a war to preserve the Union into a struggle for human freedom.

October 1, 1862

The Western Gunboat Flotilla is formally transferred from War Department control to that of the U.S. Navy, and on October 15 Rear Admiral David D. Porter takes command of the newly sanctioned Mississippi Squadron, bringing the brown-water navy to equal footing with the oceangoing squadrons.

October 3–4, 1862

Battle of Corinth. At the end of September, the armies of Major Generals Earl Van Dorn and Sterling Price unite at Ripley, Tennessee. With a combined strength of some 22,000 men and under Van Dorn’s command, they move south to attack 23,000 Union troops under Major General William Rosecrans at Corinth, Mississippi. The Confederates hope to seize this key railroad junction and then undertake an invasion of Tennessee.

In the ensuing bloody Battle of Corinth, the Confederates make initial gains but cannot overcome stiffened Union resistance. Union losses are nearly 2,500 killed or wounded; the Confederates suffer 2,470 killed or wounded and another 1,763 missing or deserted during the subsequent retreat to Ripley. Rosecrans again fails to mount an effective pursuit, despite Grant’s order that he move immediately. Nonetheless, Rosecrans is lauded in the Northern press, and on October 27 President Abraham Lincoln rewards him with command of XIV Corps, soon renamed the Army of the Cumberland, replacing Major General Don Carlos Buell.

October 8, 1862

Battle of Perryville. Confederate forces under Major General Edmund Kirby Smith and General Braxton Bragg have invaded Kentucky. Having departed Chattanooga with 30,000 men on August 28, 1862, Bragg secures most of Kentucky and organizes a new Confederate government in Frankfort. The Confederates now have some 50,000 troops in Kentucky.

Union major general Don Carlos Buell’s Army of the Ohio is of approximately equal size. Buell moves about distractedly, entering Louisville only on September 25. Bragg’s preoccupation with establishing a new Kentucky government, however, allows Buell time to reorganize. Substantially reinforced and threatened with removal of command if he fails to act, on October 1 Buell departs Louisville to seek battle with Bragg.

The two armies come together in the confused Battle of Perryville. Union casualties total 4,276 (894 killed, 2,911 wounded, and 471 captured or missing); the Confederates lose 3,401 (532 killed, 2,641 wounded, and 226 captured or missing). Tactically a draw, the battle is a strategic Union victory. Bragg is now badly outnumbered, and it is clear that Kentuckians will not rise en masse in support of the Confederacy. Bragg withdraws back into Tennessee, and Buell fails to pursue.

October 9, 1862

Union capture of Galveston. The largest prewar Texas seaport, Galveston is that state’s largest city. In Union hands, it would be an excellent blockading base and could serve as a staging area for an invasion of the state’s interior. On October 4, Commander William B. Renshaw arrives with the side-wheel steamer Westfield (flagship) and four other warships. Inadequate defenses lead Confederate commander Colonel Joseph J. Cook to accede to Renshaw’s demand for surrender but on condition of a four-day truce. Renshaw agrees to minimize civilian casualties, but the Confederates then remove military personnel, artillery, and equipment. Galveston formally surrenders on October 9. Renshaw’s forces are strengthened by the arrival of additional ships and three companies of the 42nd Massachusetts Infantry.

October 16, 1862

Major General Ulysses S. Grant assumes command of the Department of the Tennessee and immediately begins gathering men and supplies for a campaign to capture Vicksburg.

November 5, 1862

President Abraham Lincoln is unhappy with the failure of commander of the Army of the Potomac Major General George B. McClellan to pursue Confederate forces following the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) and removes him from command, replacing him with Major General Ambrose E. Burnside.

November 8, 1862

U.S. major general Nathaniel P. Banks replaces Major General Benjamin F. Butler commanding the Department of the Gulf at New Orleans.

November 13–December 29, 1862

First Union land campaign against Vicksburg. Commander of the Army of the Tennessee Major General Ulysses S. Grant attempts an overland campaign south from his advanced base at Holly Springs along the Mississippi Central Railroad, hoping to draw out the bulk of Confederate lieutenant general John C. Pemberton’s 40,000-man Army of Mississippi defending Vicksburg. At the same time, Grant sends his trusted subordinate, Major General William T. Sherman, and 32,000 men down the Mississippi River, covered by Rear Admiral David Dixon Porter’s Mississippi Squadron, in a surprise attack on the few defenders expected to remain at Vicksburg.

On November 13, 1862, Grant puts his own force in motion, but the farther he moves south, the more vulnerable are his supply and communication lines. Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest and his 2,100 cavalrymen tear up nearly 50 miles of railroad track, seize considerable quantities of military supplies, and inflict some 2,000 Union casualties.

Then on December 20, with Grant having drawn off some 20,000 Vicksburg defenders and engaging them outside the town of Granada, Confederate major general Earl Van Dorn captures Grant’s supply base of Holly Springs, destroying vast stocks of food and supplies. Grant has no choice but to call off his advance and retrace his steps to Grand Junction. He tries to get word to Sherman, but the message does not get through.

November 15, 1862

Burnside begins offensive operations toward Richmond. Urged on by President Abraham Lincoln, new commander of the Army of the Potomac Major General Ambrose E. Burnside moves south with more than 121,000 men and 312 guns. Burnside plans to outflank General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia of nearly 80,000 men by moving to the east and crossing the Rappahannock River at Fredericksburg. Feinting toward Warrenton, Burnside covers 40 miles in two days and arrives at Falmouth, opposite Fredericksburg.

November 29, 1862

Major General John B. Magruder assumes command of the Confederate District of Texas and begins assembling men and equipment to retake Galveston.

December 7, 1862

Battle of Prairie Grove. Both sides seek to control northwestern Arkansas, and Confederate major general Thomas C. Hindman leads 11,000 men from Van Buren, Arkansas, to attack Union brigadier general James G. Blunt with 7,000 men near Fayetteville. Blunt appeals for assistance, and Brigadier General Francis J. Herron marches from Springfield, Missouri, with 6,000 men. Hindman hopes to get between the two Union forces and defeat each in turn.

Leaving a small force to occupy Blunt, Hindman moves first against Herron, whom he engages near Prairie Grove. Following a series of attacks and counterattacks and with Hindman about to order a third assault, Blunt, who has marched his men to the sound of the guns, arrives and catches Hindman by surprise. Fighting continues until dark, when the Confederates withdraw. Each side suffers about 1,300 casualties. Blunt pursues and captures Van Buren at the end of December, securing both northwestern Arkansas and western Missouri for the Union.

December 12, 1862

The U.S. ironclad Cairo, commanded by Lieutenant Commander Thomas O. Selfridge, sinks after striking two Confederate torpedoes (naval mines) in the Yazoo River, becoming the first U.S. Navy warship sunk in this fashion.

December 13, 1862

First Battle of Fredericksburg. On November 18, 1862, Major General Ambrose E. Burnside had arrived with his Army of the Potomac of more than 121,000 men and 312 guns at Falmouth across the Rappahannock River from Fredericksburg, then defended by only a token Confederate force. Instead of crossing immediately, Burnside awaits the arrival of pontoon bridges. By this time, General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia is at Fredericksburg in force and is entrenched on the high ground overlooking the village. Not until the evening of December 11 do Union troops finally complete their crossing.

The Union attack occurs on December 13. Major General George Gordon Meade’s division briefly penetrates the Confederate line under Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson to the southeast of Fredericksburg, but Lee rushes reinforcements there. Burnside’s main effort at Fredericksburg, a frontal assault against the strength of Lee’s line, is a dismal failure. Fourteen massed assaults against the high ground of Marye’s Heights result in horrific Union casualties. Under objections from his subordinates, Burnside suspends additional attacks. Under cover of a thunderstorm on the night of December 15, he withdraws across the Rappahannock. Union forces suffer 12,653 casualties (1,284 killed, 9,600 wounded, and 1,769 captured or missing). The Confederates also recover 11,000 Union firearms. The Confederates sustain 5,377 casualties (608 killed 4,116 wounded, and 653 captured or missing).

On January 25, 1863, Lincoln replaces Burnside as commander of the Army of the Potomac with Major General Joseph Hooker.

December 14, 1862

First Battle of Kinston. Union brigadier general John G. Foster departs New Bern, North Carolina, with 10,000 infantry, 640 cavalry, and 40 guns to attack the Wilmington & Weldon Railroad at Goldsboro. Some 2,000 Confederates under Brigadier General Nathan Evans contest the Union advance near Kinston Bridge but, heavily outnumbered, withdraw north of the Neuse River. Union forces suffer 160 casualties, while the Confederates suffer 525.

December 18, 1862

Battle of Lexington in Tennessee. Ordered to cut Union supply lines in western Tennessee, Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest departs Columbia, Tennessee, with some 2,500 men on December 11. On December 16, Union brigadier general Jeremiah Sullivan dispatches Colonel Robert Ingersoll and 200 men from Jackson to Lexington, where Ingersoll secures 470 reinforcements. Most of the men have no combat experience.

Ingersoll orders the destruction of a bridge on one road to Lexington and concentrates the bulk of his forces to defend the other. The order to destroy the bridge is not carried out, however, leaving the Confederates easy access to the smaller part of Ingersoll’s command. In the battle Forrest takes 147 prisoners, including Ingersoll, and scatters the remainder of the Union force. Forrest also secures 2 artillery pieces and 70 horses in addition to small arms and supplies.

Forrest continues on to Jackson, Tennessee, but finds it too well defended. He then proceeds into Kentucky, destroying bridges and cutting supply lines to Union forces in Mississippi.

December 20, 1862

Raid on Holly Springs. As part of his campaign against Vicksburg, on November 28, 1862, Union major general Ulysses S. Grant occupied Holly Springs on the Mississippi Central Railroad, a key artery running north and south to Jackson. Grant makes it his major supply depot.

Grant proceeds south, leaving only 1,500 men at Holly Springs. Confederate major general Earl Van Dorn and 3,500 cavalry easily capture Holly Springs, take its garrison prisoner, and destroy vast stocks of food and supplies. The Confederates also tear up track and destroy telegraph lines in what is one of the most devastatingly effective cavalry raids of the war. Van Dorn then departs just ahead of reacting Union cavalry. The Holly Springs raid forces Grant to call off his advance and retrace his steps to Grand Junction.

December 22, 1862–January 5, 1863

Morgan’s Christmas Raid. The Louisville & Nashville Railroad is critical to supplying Union major general William S. Rosecrans’s Army of the Cumberland. Confederate colonel John Hunt Morgan departs Alexandria, Tennessee, on December 22 with 4,000 cavalry and seven guns to destroy two railroad trestles at Muldraugh’s Hill just north of Elizabethtown, Kentucky.

Following a series of successes against small Union detachments, on December 27 Morgan defeats the 91st Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment defending Elizabethtown, securing that place and 650 prisoners. The next day Morgan’s men ride to Muldraugh, where they assault and take the stockades protecting the two railroad trestles, which the raiders then burn. Morgan also takes 700 prisoners.

Union forces are now out in force seeking Morgan. On December 29, Colonel John Harlan and 2,300 infantry with a battery of artillery catch up with Morgan at the Rolling Fork River near Boston, but Morgan fights his way across and then continues south. He arrives at Smithville, Tennessee, on January 5, 1863.

The so-called Christmas Raid is arguably Morgan’s most successful of the war. His men kill or wound some 150 Union soldiers and capture and parole more than 1,800. The raiders also destroy several million dollars’ worth of Union property, tear up 35 miles of track, and burn bridges, railroad depots, and stores. The raid severely cripples the Army of the Cumberland’s supply lines. Morgan accomplishes all of this at a cost to his force of only 2 dead and 14 wounded.

December 23–29, 1862

Chickasaw Bayou operation. Aware of the Union defeat at Holy Springs, Mississippi, on December 20 but not of Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s decision to terminate his overland drive on Vicksburg, Rear Admiral David D. Porter and Major General William T. Sherman proceed with their part of the operation. Having entered the Yazoo River with 30,000 troops in transports, on December 26 three of the four Union divisions disembark.

Sherman’s men are only about six miles north of Vicksburg, but before they can assault the city’s northern defenses on the bluffs overlooking Chickasaw Bayou, they have to cross the bayou and marshy low ground, all covered by artillery. Heavy rain makes an already difficult situation worse.

During December 27–28, Sherman’s troops slowly work their way toward the bluffs under covering fire from the Union ships, but the Confederate defenders increase their numbers from 6,000 to 12,000 men. The major fighting occurs on December 29, when Sherman strikes the center of the Confederate line, advancing his men across open ground against the entrenchments, only to see the attackers driven back. Faced with deteriorating weather and resolute Confederate resistance and learning at last of Grant’s action, Sherman orders a withdrawal. Union losses are 175 killed, 930 wounded, and 743 taken prisoner. Confederate casualties number only 63 killed, 134 wounded, and 10 taken prisoner.

December 31, 1862

The U.S. navy ironclad Monitor founders in a storm while under tow and is lost off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina.

December 31, 1862

Battle of Parker’s Cross Roads. Union brigadier general Jeremiah Sullivan with 3,000 men attempts to cut off Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s raid into western Tennessee with 1,800 men before the Confederates can withdraw across the Tennessee River. On December 31, the two meet at Parker’s Cross Roads in Henderson County. Forrest escapes the trap, and his men cross the Tennessee at Clifton. Both sides claim victory. Union casualties total 27 killed, 149 wounded, and 300 taken prisoner; the Confederates suffer perhaps 60 killed or wounded and 300 taken prisoner.

December 31, 1862–January 2, 1863

Battle of Stones River/Murfreesboro. New Union commander of the Army of the Cumberland Major General William S. Rosecrans forces action on Confederate commander of the Army of Tennessee General Braxton Bragg along Stones River outside Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Rosecrans has some 44,000 men to 38,000 for Bragg. Both sides attempt the same maneuver: an envelopment of the other’s right flank. Both sides hold their respective positions the next day with no fighting. Bragg again attacks on January 2 and is repulsed with devastating losses. Union casualties are 13,209 among 41,000 engaged; the Confederates lose 10,206 of 35,000 engaged. Although a tactical draw, Stones River is a Union strategic victory, as Bragg, believing that Rosecrans has been reinforced, withdraws to Shelbyville. Rosecrans declines to pursue, contenting himself with occupying Murfreesboro.

January 1, 1863

Battle of Galveston. New Confederate commander in Texas Major General John B. Magruder makes the recapture of Galveston a priority. His joint army-navy operation commences at 1:00 a.m. on January 1. His land forces are to assault the 42nd Massachusetts Regiment holding the wharf, while Major Leon Smith leads four improvised warships, known as cottonclads for the cotton bales on these ships to provide some protection against small arms fire, against the Union gunboats. The ships carry some 200 horse marines of the 5th and 7th Texas Cavalry. U.S. Navy commander William B. Renshaw has the side-wheel steamer Westfield (flagship) and five other warships. Five supply vessels are anchored offshore. In all, the Union warships mount 30 guns, and these are generally larger than the half dozen in the Confederate warships.

Union lookouts spot the Confederate ships and send up signal rockets. Renshaw takes the Westfield and tries to cut off the Confederate cottonclads, but the ship grounds. The side-wheeler Clifton comes up but is unable to free the Westfield. This is an immense assist to the Confederates, rendering hors de combat the two most powerful Union warships.

The land battle begins at about 4:00 a.m. The Confederate attack is rebuffed, but the Confederate squadron steams down the bay and joins the fighting at the wharf, concentrating on the Union steamer Harriet Lane. Although one cottonclad is sunk, the Confederate ships capture the Harriet Lane. Union efforts to retake it are unsuccessful.

The Confederates demand that the Union ships surrender. If Renshaw agrees, he will be allowed to depart with his men in one of his ships. Convinced that the battle is lost, the men of the 42nd Massachusetts surrender, and Renshaw orders the remaining Union ships to withdraw from the harbor and escape while he scuttles the Westfield, but its magazine explodes prematurely, killing him and the boat crew. Meanwhile, the four remaining Union warships escape to sea.

At a cost of one ship lost and with 26 men dead and 117 wounded, the Confederates have retaken Galveston. They have destroyed two Union warships, captured three supply ships, and taken substantial stores, arms, and ammunition. Union casualties are several dozen dead and 350 sailors and soldiers captured. Although Union naval forces promptly reestablish the blockade, the Confederates control Galveston for the remainder of the war.

January 9–11, 1863

Battle of Fort Hindman/Arkansas Post. New commander of river operations against Vicksburg Major General John McClernand sends a large force up the Arkansas River to destroy Confederate Fort Hindman at Arkansas Post. Located 50 miles from the river’s mouth and mounting 14 guns, the fort guards the water approach to Little Rock and is an important staging area for Confederate raids threatening Union control of the Mississippi. Fort Hindman is held by 5,000 men under Confederate brigadier general Thomas J. Churchill.

Rear Admiral David D. Porter commands eight warships (including three ironclads) escorting transports carrying some 32,000 men. The troops go ashore near Arkansas Post on January 9. On January 10–11 Porter’s warships shell the outer works and then Fort Hindman. On January 11 Colonel John W. Dunnington surrenders the fort to Porter, while Churchill surrenders the land forces to Major General William T. Sherman. Confederate losses are some 150 dead and 4,791 taken prisoner. The Union tally ashore is 79 killed and 440 wounded, while naval personnel sustain another 30 casualties. The Union troops destroy what remains of the fort and its guns and then return to Milliken’s Bend above Vicksburg.

January 11, 1863

Captain Raphael Semmes of the Confederate commerce raider Alabama lures away from the remainder of the U.S. Navy squadron off Galveston, Texas, the side-wheeler Hatteras, commanded by Lieutenant Commander H. C. Blake and, in a quick engagement, sinks the lightly armed Union warship and then escapes into the Gulf of Mexico.

January 14, 1863

Union attack on Bayou Teche, Louisiana. A joint Union army-navy force under Lieutenant Commander Thomas M. Buchanan consisting of the coastal combatants Kinsman, Calhoun, and Diana sweeps up Bayou Teche to eliminate Confederate resistance above Brashear City (Morgan City). Confederate land troops are forced to withdraw from Franklin, and U.S. ships block the bayou, forcing the Confederates to destroy the gunboat Cotton.

January 17–August 23, 1863

Escape of the Florida. Repaired and refitted, the Confederate commerce raider Florida, commanded by Lieutenant John N. Maffitt, escapes Mobile Bay into the Gulf of Mexico early on January 17, past four Union blockaders. Both passages of the Florida through the blockade are major embarrassments for the U.S. Navy. In its first cruise as a commerce raider, the Florida will take 22 Union merchantmen before arriving at Brest, France, on August 23 to refit.

January 21, 1863

At Sabine Pass, Texas, the Confederate cottonclad steamers Josiah H. Bell and Uncle Ben attack and capture the Union blockader sailing ships Morning Light and Velocity, temporarily raising the U.S. Navy blockade there.

January 25, 1863

President Abraham Lincoln relieves Major General Ambrose Burnside of command of the Army of the Potomac, replacing him with Major General Joseph Hooker, one of Burnside’s most outspoken critics.

January 29, 1863

Grant arrives at Milliken’s Bend above Vicksburg. Concerned about Major General John McClernand’s abilities and grandstanding, senior Union commanders on the spot had urged Major General Ulysses S. Grant to take personal command of operations against Vicksburg. Grant arrives on this day and divides his 60,000 men into three corps, commanded by Major Generals McClernand, James B. McPherson, and William T. Sherman.

January 31, 1863

The first African American regiment is mustered into the U.S. Army. This unit, the 1st South Carolina Volunteer Infantry Regiment, consists of escaped slaves from South Carolina and Florida. Its officers are white. Previous efforts to form black units in New Orleans and Kansas have not been officially recognized. The regiment is redesignated the 33rd Infantry Regiment, U.S. Colored Troops, on February 8, 1864.

January 31, 1863

The Confederate ironclad rams Palmetto State and Chicora sortie from Charleston, South Carolina, and attack the Union wooden blockaders offshore. The U.S. Navy screw steamer Mercedita surrenders, while the side-wheeler Keystone State is damaged. The arrival of Union reinforcements, especially the screw sloop Housatonic, forces the retirement of the Confederate ironclads, and both Union warships are recovered.

Beginning of February–March 1863

Gunboat operations on the Mississippi. Major General Ulysses S. Grant, commanding Union operations against Vicksburg, rejects another frontal assault, and heavy rain postpones any attempt down the Mississippi until spring. Meanwhile, Grant and Rear Admiral David D. Porter, commanding the Mississippi Squadron, mount a series of smaller operations in hopes of positioning Union troops below Vicksburg without having to run the river batteries. These operations are known as the Water Experiments.

Porter also sends the ironclad Indianola and the ram Queen of the West past Vicksburg to operate against Confederate forces between it and Port Hudson to the south, where they exact some damage and disrupt Confederate river traffic.

February 3–April 4, 1863

Yazoo Pass Expedition. Rear Admiral David D. Porter, commanding the U.S. Navy Mississippi Squadron, believes that he can work around east of Vicksburg from Yazoo Pass and Moon Lake in Mississippi via the Coldwater, Tallahatchee, and Yazoo Rivers. Union engineers determine that cutting the Yazoo Pass levee will increase water levels so that shallow-draft vessels can navigate these waterways.

On February 3, Union engineers blow up the Yazoo Pass levee. Lieutenant Commander Watson Smith has charge of the naval force of the ironclads Chillicothe and Baron de Kalb, the Rattler (flagship) and 4 other gunboats, a towboat with coal barges, and 13 transports carrying 6,000 troops under Brigadier General Leonard F. Ross. In the Coldwater, obstructions of trees—many deliberately felled by the Confederates—and underwater growth all have to be dragged clear. The going is easier in the larger Tallahatchie River, where 3 other warships join.

Aware of Union intentions, the Confederates erect Fort Pemberton at the confluence of the Tallahatchie and Yalobusha Rivers at Greenwood. Mounting half a dozen guns and manned by 1,500 men under Major General William W. Loring, the fort commands the water approaches in either direction.

The Union expedition arrives at Fort Pemberton on March 11, and Smith sends his two ironclads against it on March 11, 13, and 16. Each time they receive the worst of the exchange. With Union troops unable to land, Ross decides to withdraw, but the expeditionary force meets up with Union reinforcements under Brigadier General Isaac F. Quinby. Senior in rank to Ross, he orders a return to Fort Pemberton. Following other futile attacks, Quinby ends the effort on April 4, with Union forces retracing their steps to the Mississippi.

February 14, 1863

The Union ram Queen of the West, commanded by Brigadier General Alfred W. Ellet, is run aground by a Confederate pilot during an expedition up the Red River in Louisiana and is abandoned under heavy fire from Confederate shore batteries. Its prize, the De Soto, is also lost, but Union seamen find safety in the Era No. 5. The Confederates take possession of the Queen of the West, repair it, and employ it to disrupt Union operations below Vicksburg.

February 24, 1863

The Confederate gunboat William H. Webb and the recently captured ram Queen of the West attack and capture the Union ironclad Indianola in the Mississippi River near the mouth of the Red River. The next day the Confederates destroy the Indianola to prevent its recovery, later salvaging its ordnance.

March 3, 1863

U.S. Enrollment Act. President Abraham Lincoln signs into law the Enrollment Act, requiring all able-bodied male citizens and immigrants who have filed to become citizens and are age 20–45 to register for possible military service. They may pay substitutes to serve in their place or pay a fine of $300 to avoid service. The legislation goes into effect on April 1 and prompts riots in some cities, especially New York in July. Only 6 percent of the Union Army is secured through conscription, however; some 20 percent of Confederate forces are conscripted.

March 5, 1863

Battle of Thompson’s Station. At Thompson’s Station in Williamson County, Tennessee, Major General Earl Van Dorn leads 6,000 Confederates against a reinforced Union brigade of 2,857 men under Colonel John Coburn, which had departed Franklin in a reconnaissance in force. Out of ammunition and surrounded, Coburn surrenders. Union casualties total 1,906; Confederate losses are only 300.

March 14, 1863

Union operation against Port Hudson. In early March, West Gulf Blockading Squadron commander Rear Admiral David G. Farragut and commander of the Department of the Gulf Major General Nathaniel P. Banks agree to a joint attack on Port Hudson on the Mississippi River, with Banks providing 25,000 troops from Baton Rouge.

Farragut assembles seven warships accompanied by mortar boats. The Union ships make their run on the night of March 14 but are surprised by locomotive headlights placed along the eastern bank. These silhouette the Union ships and allow accurate shore fire. Only the first two of Farragut’s ships, the screw sloop Hartford (flagship) and the gunboat Albatross, make it past. The rest are damaged, and the side-wheeler Mississippi is destroyed, with 89 casualties.

A good deal of the responsibility for the failure of the operation rests with Banks. His forces probe the Confederate defenses, but he fails to mount an attack in sufficient force and timed to occupy the Confederate gunners. Learning of Farragut’s failure, Banks then calls off his own assault. Farragut’s two warships, however, sweep Confederate shipping from the central Mississippi.

March 14–27, 1863

Steele’s Bayou Expedition. Mississippi Squadron commander Rear Admiral David D. Porter hopes to secure entrance to the Yazoo River and land troops in order to turn the Confederate flank at Vicksburg. Porter sets out with five warships, four mortar schooners, and four tugs. U.S. major general William T. Sherman and 10,000 troops follow in transports.

Progress in Black Bayou is blocked by trees that have to be dragged aside. The ships reach the Yazoo on March 16. Progress there is easy, but at Rolling Fork trees, undergrowth, and Confederate sharpshooters impede progress. A Confederate transport also brings both troops and light artillery.

Some 4,000 Confederate defenders fell trees in an attempt to cut off Porter from Sherman. Porter contemplates scuttling his ships, but Sherman’s troops arrive and drive the Confederates from both banks, allowing the Union ships to retrace their steps to safety.

March 25, 1863

Battle of Brentwood. Confederate brigadier general Nathan B. Forrest with two brigades attacks and takes the surrender of the Union garrison at Brentwood, Tennessee, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Edward Bloodgood and guarding a key supply depot on the Nashville & Decatur Railroad (also known as the Tennessee & Alabama Railroad). The Confederates destroy a bridge over the Little Harpeth River and take 785 prisoners, then engage and drive off Union cavalry under Brigadier General Green C. Smith. The Confederates suffer 59 casualties; the Union loss is nearly 800, most of them prisoners.

March 29, 1863

Beginning of Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign. Commander of the Union Army of the Tennessee Major General Ulysses S. Grant and Mississippi Squadron commander Rear Admiral David D. Porter develop a new plan to take Vicksburg. Union troops will march south down the Louisiana side of the river past Vicksburg to New Carthage. Porter’s ships will then run past Vicksburg and ferry Grant’s men across the river to Grand Gulf, allowing Grant to approach Vicksburg from the south. The plan is risky, but Grant is determined and sets out.

April 7, 1863

Du Pont’s attack on Fort Sumter. Leaders in Washington are especially anxious to take Charleston, South Carolina. Commander of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron Rear Admiral Samuel Du Pont wants a combined land-sea assault but is overruled. Du Pont plans to enter the harbor with nine ironclads and shell Fort Sumter into submission. Well aware of Union designs, the Confederates strengthen Charleston’s seaward defenses.

The Union assault is a complete failure, with the monitors absorbing heavy punishment. Because the monitors mount relatively few guns, they fire only 139 rounds, while the Confederate batteries fire 2,229. The badly damaged Union ironclad Keokuk (2 guns) sinks off Morris Island the next day. Du Pont informs Washington that Charleston cannot be taken by naval attack alone. Rather unfairly, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles subsequently removes Du Pont from command.

April 9–October 28, 1863

Cruise of the Confederate commerce raider Georgia. Off Ushant, France, Commander William L. Maury commissions the former fast merchant ship Japan, which had been purchased in Scotland, as CSS Georgia. The Georgia takes nine U.S. prizes during a cruise to the Cape of Good Hope but proves unsatisfactory for commerce raiding and is decommissioned and sold on its return to Europe.

April 12–13, 1863

Battle of Fort Bisland. On April 9 Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks, commander of the Department of the Gulf, launches an operation by his XIX Corps up Bayou Teche in western Louisiana to capture Confederate Fort Bisland at Irish Bend. Opposing him are forces under Major General Richard Taylor, commanding the Confederate District of West Louisiana.

The attack commences on April 12 and resumes the next day, with fighting continuing until dusk. The Confederate gunboat Diana assists the defenders. Three U.S. gunboats join the fray and destroy the Confederate ram Queen of the West. That night Taylor learns that a Union division sent up the Atchafalaya River has landed in his rear, and on the morning of April 14 Union troops discover Fort Bisland abandoned. U.S. forces suffer 234 casualties, the Confederates 450.

April 14, 1863

Battle of Irish Bend. Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks moves his XIX Corps up Bayou Teche in Louisiana. While the other two Union divisions move across Berwick Bay, Brigadier General Cuvier Grover’s division proceeds up the Atchafalaya River into Grand Lake in order to prevent a Confederate retreat. On the morning of April 13, the division scatters Confederate forces in the vicinity of Franklin. That night, Grover orders his men to cross Bayou Teche and prepare to attack toward Franklin at dawn. On the morning of April 14, Confederate forces under Major General Richard Taylor meet just above Franklin. Aided by the gunboat Diana, the Confederates force a Union brigade to withdraw. The outnumbered Confederates then decamp. This Union victory, along with that at Fort Bisland two days earlier, ensures the success of the expedition into western Louisiana. Union forces suffer 353 casualties; Confederate losses are unknown. On April 18 the Confederates burn the gunboats Diana and Hart to prevent their capture.

April 16, 1863

Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign (continued). Mississippi Squadron commander Rear Admiral David Porter’s squadron of eight warships, a tug, and three army transports pass the Vicksburg batteries under heavy Confederate fire. Although all Union ships are struck, only the transport Henry Clay is lost, and all of its men are saved. The Union casualty toll is 12 men wounded. Porter’s ships then arrive at New Carthage, Louisiana.

A few days later, six transports with barges carrying supplies float past Vicksburg, and only one, the Tygress, is lost. At the same time Union major general James B. McPherson’s corps marches south along the west bank of the river to New Carthage, while forces under Major General William T. Sherman demonstrate against the Chickasaw Bluffs north of Vicksburg to hold the Confederates there.

April 17–May 2, 1863

Grierson’s Raid. To divert the attention of Confederate lieutenant general John C. Pemberton at Vicksburg from his own move south, Union major general Ulysses S. Grant arranges for two cavalry raids. In the first, Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson leads 1,700 cavalry from LaGrange in southern Tennessee more than 600 miles through the heart of Mississippi, tearing up railroad track, destroying rolling stock, and burning stores.

Pemberton casts a wide net for the raiders, but they slip through it and enter Union lines at Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Union casualties are just 27; Confederate losses are some 600, including 500 captured and paroled. Two thousand weapons are also taken, and some 50 miles of railroad track and telegraph lines are destroyed. Grierson’s men have disrupted Confederate communications but, more important, have diverted Pemberton’s attention from Grant’s move south. An entire Confederate division is deployed to defend the Vicksburg & Jackson Railroad and thus is unavailable to contest Grant’s landing on the east bank of the Mississippi below Vicksburg.

April 18, 1863

Battle of Fayetteville. Confederate brigadier general William L. Cabell leads 900 mounted men and two guns against Fayetteville, Arkansas, held by 1,100 Union troops under Colonel M. LaRue Harrison. The Confederate attack is repulsed, and Cabell withdraws. Union losses are 4 killed, 26 wounded, and 39 missing (at least 26 of these are captured and paroled by the Confederates). Confederate losses are some 20 killed, 30 wounded, and 20 missing.

April 26–May 3, 1863

Streight’s Raid. To divert the attention of Confederate forces at Vicksburg, Union major general Ulysses S. Grant arranges for two cavalry raids: those of Colonels Benjamin H. Grierson (see April 17–May 2, 1863) and Abel D. Streight. Streight has 1,700 men. Because of a shortage of horses, many of his men are mounted on mules, a major reason for the raid’s failure. Departing Nashville in transports on April 19, the men and their mounts proceed down the Cumberland to the Ohio and then up the Tennessee to Eastport, Mississippi, where a stampede scatters some 400 mules, imposing further delay.

At Tuscumbia, Streight joins Brigadier General Grenville Dodge and his 8,000-man mixed force of infantry and cavalry, who are to screen Streight’s movement. Streight departs Tuscumbia on April 26. At Mount Hope, Streight learns from Dodge that the two commands will not meet at Moulton as previously planned, but Dodge assures Streight that he has driven Confederate brigadier general Nathan Bedford Forrest to the north. This is not the case, for Forrest closely pursues the so-called Jackass Brigade.

On April 30 the two sides clash at Day’s Gap. Other engagements follow. Streight comes close to reaching his objective of Rome, Georgia, but with many of his men now dismounted, he is surrounded at nearby Cedar Bluff. Although Forrest has only some 500 men, he convinces Streight that he is outnumbered, and with much of Streight’s ammunition useless, the Union commander surrenders on May 3. Although a failure, this raid helps ensure the success of the second Union raid under Grierson.

April 27, 1863

Beginning of the Chancellorsville Campaign. At Falmouth, Virginia, Major General Joseph Hooker sets the Union Army of the Potomac in motion westward along the northern bank of the Rappahannock River. Hooker plans to cross the river into a wooded area known as the Wilderness, outflank Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, and drive south on Richmond. With 134,000 men, Hooker enjoys a numerical advantage of more than 2 to 1.

On April 29 Hooker dispatches his 10,000-man Cavalry Corps under Major General George Stoneman to raid Confederate supply and communication lines. A major mistake, this deprives Hooker of intelligence regarding Lee’s movements.

April 29, 1863

Battle of Grand Gulf. With Union major general Ulysses S. Grant hoping to cross his forces from Louisiana to the east bank of the Mississippi River at Grand Gulf, Mississippi, 25 miles south of Vicksburg, Mississippi, Squadron commander Rear Admiral David D. Porter attacks the Confederate river defenses with seven ironclads. The engagement lasts more than six hours. Although the Union shelling silences the Confederate lower battery and causes upper-battery fire to slacken, most of the ships are damaged; 18 Union sailors are killed and 56 are wounded.

Informed by an escaped slave of another landing site at Bruinsburg, Mississippi, six miles downstream, Grant decides to cross there. That evening Porter’s warships safely escort the transports to the crossing point.

April 29–May 2, 1863

Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign (continued): Sherman’s diversion. To confuse Confederate commander at Vicksburg Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton and prevent him from sending forces south, Union major general William T. Sherman carries out a simultaneous diversion with his corps above Vicksburg. Sherman sends 8 warships, 3 tugs towing mortar boats, and 10 large transports up the Yazoo River, disembarking troops at Haynes’ Bluff. Pemberton then recalls men sent south to reinforce against Major General Ulysses S. Grant and sends them north by forced marches.

April 30, 1863

Chancellorsville Campaign (continued). Union major general Joseph Hooker’s Army of the Potomac crosses the Rappahannock River and by this date is 10 miles beyond Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s position at Fredericksburg. The operation has gone well to this point, and Lee is caught off guard.

April 30–May 1, 1863

In the largest amphibious operation to this point in American history, ships of Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s Mississippi Squadron ferry two Union corps across the river from Louisiana to Bruinsburg, Mississippi, enabling Major General Ulysses S. Grant to operate against the Confederate defenders of Vicksburg from the south and east.

May 1, 1863

Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign (continued): Battle of Port Gibson. With 24,000 Union troops having crossed the Mississippi River, Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s first objective is Port Gibson, a crossroads village 10.5 miles east of the Mississippi River and 22 miles south of Vicksburg. Only 5,200 Confederates defend Port Gibson. Grant forces the defenders to retreat toward Grand Gulf at a cost of 875 Union casualties to 834 for the Confederates.

May 1–4, 1863

Battle of Chancellorsville. U.S. major general Joseph E. Hooker has the bulk of his Army of the Potomac across the Rappahannock and west of Fredericksburg, planning to attack Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia at Chancellorsville, Virginia. Hooker has 134,000 men, while Lee has fewer than 61,000. Hooker plans a double envelopment. He will strike with the larger part of the army to Lee’s west, while an eastern pincer under Major General John Sedgwick attacks Lee at Fredericksburg.

By the evening of April 30, some 75,000 Union troops occupy the Wilderness, an area of thick woods and underbrush 10 miles west of Fredericksburg, while Sedgwick and 40,000 men threaten Lee’s right at Fredericksburg. Hooker’s decision to send his 10,000-man Cavalry Corps in a wide sweep south below Fredericksburg, however, uncovers the Union right wing and denies him vital intelligence regarding Lee’s intentions.

On May 1 Lieutenant General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s corps engages Union pickets. This action unnerves Hooker, who hesitates and withdraws his men into the Wilderness. Lee responds with a daring maneuver. Learning from his cavalry commander, Major General J. E. B. Stuart, that Hooker’s right flank is “in the air,” Lee plans a double envelopment of a double envelopment, a military masterpiece in which a smaller force attempts to surround a much larger one. Lee plans to demonstrate in front of the Union line with 17,000 men to hold Hooker in place while Jackson, with 28,000 men, marches around the Union right flank.

Jackson sets off on May 2. His force is detected disengaging, but this is interpreted to mean that Lee is about to withdraw. Hooker therefore orders Union major general Daniel Sickles, commander of III Corps, to attack. His halfhearted advance further weakens the Union line. Meanwhile, Major General Oliver O. Howard, whose XI Corps occupies the far Union right flank, fails to make defensive preparations, despite Hooker’s instructions.

When Jackson’s attack comes at about 5:30 p.m., it is a complete surprise, and Union troops are sent reeling back in confusion. Darkness, increasing Union resistance, and the loss of Confederate unit cohesion in the woods all help prevent a Union catastrophe. That evening Jackson is wounded by his own men in front of his lines in the woods returning from a reconnaissance. On May 3 Stuart, replacing Jackson, resumes the Confederate attack.

The second part of the battle, sometimes known as the Second Battle of Fredericksburg, unfolds at the same time. Although he has four times the strength of Major General Jubal A. Early’s 10,000 defending Confederates, Sedgwick believes that he is outnumbered and fails to move from the Fredericksburg heights. On May 3, however, he advances with 25,000 men from Fredericksburg. Breaking through the Confederate positions, he moves against Early at Salem Church.

Lee now feints again. Leaving just a small force against Hooker, Lee turns east to deal with Sedgwick. Hooker, meanwhile, fails to move. Sedgwick, unaided, is forced to retire across the Rappahannock during the night of May 4. On May 5 Hooker also withdraws his army across the Rappahannock.

Although Chancellorsville is Lee’s military masterpiece, it also might have been the South’s costliest victory. Union losses are 17,197 (1,606 killed, 9,672 wounded, and 5,919 missing); the Confederates sustain only 13,303 casualties (1,665 killed, 9,081 wounded, and 2,018 missing). But Union losses are 13 percent of effectives, while Confederate casualties are 22 percent. It is much more difficult for the Confederates to replace their losses than it is for the Union. The loss of Jackson is particularly grievous. He dies on May 10 of pneumonia following amputation of an arm.

May 5, 1863

Capture of Fort DeRussy, Louisiana. U.S. Navy Mississippi Squadron commander Rear Admiral David D. Porter proceeds up the Red River with three ironclads, four gunboats, a ram, and a tug. On May 5 they arrive at Fort DeRussy, four miles north of Marksville and the principal Confederate military defensive works on the lower Red. The defenders abandon the works to the U.S. Navy.

May 6–June 27, 1863

Read’s commerce raiding cruise. Off Brazil on May 6, the Confederate commerce raider Florida, commanded by Lieutenant John N. Maffitt, takes as a prize the U.S. merchant brig Clarence, whereupon young Lieutenant Charles W. Read secures permission to proceed in it to Hampton Roads, Virginia, and there cut out a Union gunboat or a steamer. Read sets out the same day with 20 men, his ship armed with a single 12-pounder howitzer, planning to sail the 3,400 miles from Brazil to Norfolk. From prizes, Read learns that Union security precautions preclude entrance to Hampton Roads.

Having taken 6 prizes in the Clarence, on June 12 Read shifts operations to 1 of them, the Tacony, and burns the Clarence. Continuing north, he reaches the New England fishing grounds in late June, burning a half dozen schooners and capturing a large clipper ship. By now Read had exhausted his ammunition, and there are 40 U.S. warships searching for him. Read, however, takes 15 prizes in the Tacony before he burns it on June 25, transferring to yet another prize, the small fishing schooner Archer.

On June 26 Read sails the Archer into Portland, Maine, and captures the U.S. revenue cutter Caleb Cushing and sails it out of the harbor. Union officials arm two steamers and set out in pursuit. Following a brief gunfight, Read scuttles the ship and surrenders. He has taken 21 prizes, burning 15 of them and causing widespread panic along the North Atlantic Seaboard.

May 7–15, 1863

Ships of Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s Mississippi Squadron, having taken Fort DeRussy, proceed up the Red River and take the surrender of Alexandria, Louisiana. Returning to Fort DeRussy, Porter partially destroys it on May 9, 1863, by cannon fire from the powerful ironclad Benton. Leaving most of his ships in the Red, Porter returns to Grand Gulf, Mississippi, on May 15.

May 7–19, 1863

Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign (continued): Big Black River Campaign. Reinforced by Major General William T. Sherman’s corps on May 8, U.S. major general Ulysses S. Grant defies instructions from Union general in chief Major General Henry W. Halleck to await reinforcements from Natchez under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks. Grant is aware that this will also give his opponents time to reinforce and fortify. Instead, he marches inland with 20,000 men packing five days’ worth of food and supplies.

Grant’s movement east and the capture of Port Gibson force the Confederates to abandon Grand Gulf to the north. Confederate lieutenant general John C. Pemberton, at Vicksburg, is largely ignorant of Grant’s movements, as western theater commander General Joseph E. Johnston has stripped away much of his cavalry. Urged by Johnston to join in an effort to defeat Grant in open battle but at the same time ordered by Confederate president Jefferson Davis to defend Vicksburg “at all cost,” Pemberton obeys Davis.

May 12, 1863

Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign (continued): Battle of Raymond. Union major general Ulysses S. Grant moves his army northeast, planning to secure the Southern Railroad and isolate Vicksburg from resupply from Jackson to the east, then close on Vicksburg. Confederate commander of the Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton orders a brigade of 4,100 men under Brigadier General John C. Gregg to hit Grant in the flank. Gregg hopes to catch Grant unawares but is himself surprised when, near Raymond, Mississippi, he runs into the head of Major General James P. McPherson’s 12,000-man XVII Corps. McPherson defeats Gregg. The Union forces sustain 446 casualties; the Confederates lose 820. Gregg withdraws back on Jackson.

May 14, 1863

Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign (continued): Grant captures Jackson. Following the Battle of Raymond, Major General Ulysses S. Grant quickly moves against Jackson, Mississippi, the key railhead and logistics center for Vicksburg, now held by Brigadier General John Gregg and 6,000 Confederates. Early this day, Confederate western theater commander General Joseph E. Johnston, who had arrived the day before and realizes that two Union corps are advancing against him, orders Jackson abandoned. The decision is a controversial one, for by dawn on May 15, Johnston could have assembled as many as 15,000 men against Grant’s 20,000.

Leaving Major General William T. Sherman and one corps to complete the destruction of Jackson’s railroad facilities and industry, Grant heads west for Vicksburg with his remaining two corps. Union forces sustain some 500 casualties at Jackson; the Confederates lose 800.

May 16, 1863

Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign (continued): Battle of Champion Hill. Union major general Ulysses S. Grant learns in an intercepted message that Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston has ordered Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton to march east in order to crush Grant’s force between their two forces. Grant moves rapidly westward to engage Pemberton. At Champion Hill, Grant, with some 29,000 men, overcomes early mistakes by corps commander Major General James P. McPherson and defeats Pemberton, with 22,000 men. The Confederates withdraw back to Vicksburg. Union casualties total 2,457; the Confederates lose 3,840.

Grant pursues, and Pemberton fights a delaying action at Big Black River Bridge on May 17 and then crosses the river, destroying bridges behind him. Grant’s engineers span the river, and by May 19 Grant’s three corps have invested Vicksburg.

Grant’s Big Black River Campaign of May 1–19 must be counted as one of the most brilliant military campaigns ever on American soil. In just 19 days, he has marched 200 miles and has been victorious in half a dozen battles over a numerically larger theater force, inflicting some 8,000 casualties for 4,400 of his own and trapping 30,000 Confederate troops at Vicksburg.

May 21–July 9, 1863

Siege of Port Hudson. Beginning on May 21, Union forces commanded by Major General Nathaniel P. Banks lay siege to Port Hudson, Louisiana, on the Mississippi River below Vicksburg. Banks ultimately commands 30,000 men; Confederate major general Franklin Gardner has about 7,500 defenders. Two Union assaults on May 27 and June 14 are poorly handled and costly for the attackers. With news of the fall of Vicksburg (July 4) on July 8, however, Gardner agrees to surrender the next day. Union casualties total some 5,000. The Confederates lose only some 400 men dead (equally divided between combat and disease), but the entire garrison is taken prisoner. Of these, 5,593 are paroled, and some 500 others are retained in hospitals.

With the fall of Port Hudson, Union forces control the entire Mississippi, cutting off the Trans-Mississippi West from the remainder of the Confederacy.

May 23–July 4, 1863

Grant’s Second Vicksburg Campaign (continued): Siege of Vicksburg. Following unsuccessful Union frontal assaults on May 19 and 22, Union major general Ulysses S. Grant goes over to siege warfare. Confederate lieutenant general John C. Pemberton has some 33,000 men; Grant ultimately has 77,000. Grant releases some of his steadily increasing manpower to Major General William T. Sherman to tear up roads, destroy bridges, and forage, stymieing efforts by Confederate western theater commander General Joseph E. Johnston to relieve Vicksburg. Johnston has some 31,000 men raised specifically to lift the siege only two days’ march to the east, at Jackson. Grant, however, counters with a heavily manned line facing eastward, and despite the urging of Confederate authorities, Johnston never tests it.

Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s Mississippi Squadron provides important logistics support and lands heavy guns and crews to work them. The squadron also furnishes naval gunfire support, its mortar boats lobbing thousands of shells into the city. Porter’s warships prevent Confederate resupply from the west, and they move up the Yazoo River and torch the Yazoo City navy yard and destroy Confederate warships and shipping.

Grant’s forces increase daily in strength, and his siege lines gradually constrict. Food in Vicksburg becomes scarce as Confederate soldiers and civilians seek refuge in caves to escape relentless Union shelling. The besiegers explode two large mines under the Confederate lines, but the Confederate lines hold.

With food stocks near exhaustion and even drinking water in short supply, on July 3 Pemberton meets with Grant to request terms. Grant extends generous terms, including parole of the garrison. Pemberton surrenders Vicksburg the next day. Union casualties in the siege total 4,835 killed or wounded. Confederate losses are 3,202 killed or wounded. Union forces take 29,495 prisoners, along with 172 cannon. Grant also gains 60,000 small arms. However, many of the Confederates violate their paroles and rejoin the fight against the Union at Chattanooga.

Union casualties in the entire Vicksburg Campaign of October 1862–July 1863 total some 9,000. Confederate losses are some 10,000, not counting prisoners. The capture of Vicksburg leads to the fall of Port Hudson, and the Trans-Mississippi West is for all intents and purposes cut off from the remainder of the Confederacy. Midwestern farmers can now use the Mississippi to ship their goods, and this brings that region solidly behind the Northern war effort.

May 27, 1863

The U.S. Mississippi Squadron ironclad Cincinnati is sunk by Confederate land batteries at Fort Hill, near Vicksburg, Mississippi, suffering 25 killed or wounded and 15 possible drownings.

May 30, 1863

Following the death of Lieutenant General T. J. “Stonewall” Jackson, Confederate general Robert E. Lee reorganizes the Army of Northern Virginia into four corps: I Corps under Lieutenant General James Longstreet, II Corps under Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell, III Corps under Lieutenant General Ambrose P. Hill, and the Cavalry Corps under Major General J. E. B. Stuart.

June 3, 1863

Lee begins his second invasion of the North. General Robert E. Lee sees this as a spoiling attack to give Virginia a temporary respite by delaying a new offensive by the Union Army of the Potomac. He also hopes to secure needed supplies.

At the end of May, Lee’s army is south of the Rappahannock River in and near Fredericksburg, while U.S. major general Joseph E. Hooker’s Army of the Potomac is just north of the river. Hooker commands some 85,000 to 90,000 men, Lee perhaps 70,000.

On June 3 Lee sets his army in motion west toward Culpeper. He plans to cross into the Shenandoah Valley, then move north with Major General J. E. B. Stuart’s cavalry screening his eastern (right) flank. Lee will then cross the Potomac River and be in position to threaten Philadelphia and Baltimore and even Washington, D.C. This will pressure Hooker to attack him, with Lee fighting a defensive battle in circumstances of his choosing.

June 9, 1863

Battle of Brandy Station. Commander of the Union Army of the Potomac Major General Joseph E. Hooker learns of the movements of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia when he sends his Cavalry Corps under Brigadier General Alfred Pleasanton and two infantry brigades across the Rappahannock River in a surprise attack on Confederate major general J. E. B. Stuart’s cavalry cantonment. The ensuing Battle of Brandy Station is a widely dispersed and confused action. Each side disposes about 8,000 cavalry, although Pleasanton has the advantage of 3,000 infantry, while Stuart has none.

In what is not only the largest cavalry battle of the war but also the largest cavalry engagement ever for the U.S. Army and in the history of North America, the Confederates finally drive the Union troops back across the Potomac. Union forces suffer 865 casualties, the Confederates 582. To this point, the Confederates have enjoyed superiority in cavalry, but in this battle Union cavalry establishes its equality.

June 13–15, 1863

Lee’s second invasion of the North (continued): Second Battle of Winchester. Confederate general Robert E. Lee, commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, orders II Corps commander Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell to clear the northern Shenandoah Valley and open the way for his invasion of the North. Winchester is a major road hub and depot of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. Ewell commands almost 20,000 troops, while Union major general Robert H. Milroy defends Winchester with but 6,900 troops. Milroy does not believe initial reports of approaching Confederates or that they can have evaded the Army of the Potomac.

Rebuffing the initial Confederate attack on June 13 and believing that he can hold, Milroy ignores suggestions from Washington to pull his troops back to Harpers Ferry. Too late, early on June 15 Milroy attempts to break out. Although Milroy himself escapes, half his men are taken prisoner. The Confederates suffer fewer than 300 casualties; Union losses are 443 men killed or wounded and 3,358 missing or captured. Ewell also captures many weapons, including 23 cannon, and some 300 wagons of supplies. The Confederate victory opens the way for Lee to move into Maryland and also returns the entire Shenandoah Valley to Confederate control, providing much-needed food and supplies for Lee’s army.

June 15–28, 1863

Lee’s second invasion of the North (continued): Lee’s forces cross the Potomac. Finally convinced that Confederate general Robert E. Lee is planning an invasion of the North, on June 13 Major General Joseph Hooker puts his Army of the Potomac into motion, taking a path parallel to Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, keeping his forces between Lee and Washington. Lee’s army is across the Potomac by June 24 and then by June 28 reaches Carlisle and York, Pennsylvania. Lee is unaware of Hooker’s movements because of the absence of Major General J. E. B. Stuart’s right-flank cavalry screen. Lee assumes that the Army of the Potomac is still in its camps in Virginia. Stuart, however, has been forced to move farther east and, taking advantage of discretionary orders, swings wide around the rear of the Union army from June 26 to July 2. Determined to circuit Hooker’s army, Stuart is slowed by captured wagons with supplies that he chooses to bring along rather than burn.

Lee’s army is now dangerously spread out over some 45 miles. On the evening of June 28, Lee learns that Hooker’s entire army is massed in the vicinity of Frederick, Maryland, closer to the separate parts of his own army than these are to each other. Lee orders the Army of Northern Virginia to assemble immediately at Gettysburg, a major crossroads.

June 17, 1863

Battle of Wassaw Sound. The Confederate ironclad ram Atlanta, captained by Commander William A. Webb and escorted by the wooden steamers Isomdiga and Resolute, engages the U.S. Navy monitors Weehawken and Nahant under Captain John Rodgers in Wassaw Sound, Georgia. The Atlanta grounds on a bar and is forced to surrender with its crew of 145 men.

June 23–July 3, 1863

Tullahoma Campaign. Following the Battle of Stones River, Union major general William S. Rosecrans reorganized his 60,000-man Army of the Cumberland around Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Opposing Rosecrans along the Duck River, with his headquarters at Tullahoma, are Confederate general Braxton Bragg and his Army of Tennessee of 43,000 men. Leaders in Washington press Rosecrans to take the offensive, and he finally moves on June 23. In a series of well-executed flanking marches, Rosecrans maneuvers Bragg out of Tennessee at a cost of only 560 men while taking 1,634 Confederates prisoner. Rosecrans also captures 11 cannon and quantities of supplies.

June 24, 1863

U.S. Navy rear admiral John A. Dahlgren is ordered to take command of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, relieving Rear Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont.

June 28, 1863

President Abraham Lincoln replaces Major General Joseph E. Hooker as commander of the Army of the Potomac with Major General George Gordon Meade. Hooker has been quarreling with Washington and appears baffled in high command, especially when dealing with Confederate general Robert E. Lee. Meade is a proven steady corps commander, not easily rattled.


July 1–3, 1863

Lee’s second invasion of the North (continued): Battle of Gettysburg. On June 30, 1863, Union major general George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac probes toward Emmitsburg and Hanover in Pennsylvania. Advance elements of the Union and Confederate armies come together northwest of the crossroads of Gettysburg. Part of Confederate lieutenant general A. P. Hill’s III Corps comes in from the west-northwest to confront Union brigadier general John Buford’s dismounted cavalry division arriving from the southeast. Both sides then build up their forces toward what will become the greatest clash of arms ever on American soil.

On July 1 Hill’s corps and Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell’s II Corps drive Union forces back on Gettysburg, but Union major general John F. Reynolds and his I Corps infantry arrive and purchase just enough time to enable reinforcements to come up, although Reynolds is slain. Major General Oliver Howard’s XI Corps later reaches the field. In fierce fighting, the Confederates drive the Union troops back through Gettysburg into strong positions on Cemetery Hill and Culp’s Hill.

The stand by Buford and Reynolds allows Union forces time to occupy an excellent defensive line, which comes to be known for its shape as the Fishhook. Anchored on the right by Culp’s Hill, it runs west to Cemetery Hill, then south along Cemetery Ridge to the two Round Tops. The Confederates, meanwhile, occupy Seminary Ridge, a long wooded rise to the west and paralleling Cemetery Ridge.

On July 2, Lee decides on a two-pronged attack on the Union flanks. The Confederate attacks are not simultaneous, and Meade contains Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s attack on the Union left. The Confederates also fail to take Little Round Top, which Colonel Joshua Chamberlain’s badly outnumbered 20th Maine manages to preserve for the Union. Union forces also push the Confederates from Cemetery Hill and rebuff Ewell’s attack on Culp’s Hill. The second day ends in a draw.

Lee now plans a massive attack from Seminary Ridge against the center of the Union line, held by Major General Winfield Scott Hancock’s II Corps. At the same time, Confederate cavalry under Stuart, which had arrived only the day before, will sweep around the Union line from the north.

On July 3 the Confederates open a massive artillery barrage by some 160 guns from Seminary Ridge. More than 100 Union guns on Cemetery Ridge reply in a two-hour cannonade. Lee then sends three divisions over a mile of open ground. Major General George E. Pickett’s division is in the center. The other two divisions melt away, leaving Pickett’s men exposed to enfilading Union fire. A few hundred Confederates reach the Union line but are halted. Confederate losses total 8,000–10,000 men of 12,000–13,500 attackers. Meanwhile, Union cavalry defeat the Confederate cavalry five miles east of the battlefield.

Lee shortens his line but remains in place along Seminary Ridge the next day hoping that Meade will attack him, but Meade refuses to take the bait. On the night of July 4 during heavy rain, Lee decamps and proceeds down the Cumberland Valley with captured booty and 6,000 prisoners. In the battle the Union suffers 23,055 casualties (3,155 killed, 14,531 wounded, and 5,369 captured/missing) of 94,000 men. Confederate losses are at least 23,231 (4,708 killed, 12,693 wounded, and 5,830 captured/missing) but may actually have been as high as 28,000 men, or more than one-third of some 74,000 engaged. The twin Union victories of Gettysburg and Vicksburg decisively tip the military-diplomatic balance in favor of the North.

July 2–26, 1863

Morgan’s Ohio Raid. Defying orders from Confederate general Braxton Bragg that he operate only south of the Ohio River, Brigadier General John Hunt Morgan invades Ohio, crossing the Cumberland River with some 2,500 mounted men and four guns. Moving through Lebanon on July 5, he takes 400 Union soldiers prisoner and crosses the Ohio River on July 8. He reaches the suburbs of Cincinnati, covering 90 miles in only 35 hours, the longest continuous march of the war. He is at Pomeroy on July 18.

On July 19, however, a strong Union column under Brigadier General Edward H. Hobson defeats Morgan’s men at Buffington Island, Ohio. Some 700 Confederates are captured while trying to cross the Ohio River into West Virginia. Hobson continues the pursuit of the remainder of Morgan’s men, capturing them and Morgan at New Lisbon on July 26.

Morgan covered more than 700 miles in only 25 days. The raiders left in their wake a swath of destruction, abetted by Confederate stragglers who terrorize the local population. The raiders have taken and then paroled 6,000 Union troops, diverted 14,000 regulars from other duties, and forced the call-up of 120,000 militiamen in two states. Morgan’s raid brings the destruction of 34 bridges and some 60 railroad cuts.

July 4, 1863

Battle of Helena. Union major general Benjamin M. Prentiss, commander of the District of Eastern Arkansas, commands the major logistical base of Helena on the Mississippi River. The city boasts extensive defensive works, supported by the timberclad Tyler in the river, but Prentiss has to send most of his 20,000 troops south for the Second Vicksburg Campaign, and in early July, Helena is held by only 4,129 men.

Confederate lieutenant general Theophilus H. Holmes, commander of the District of Arkansas, is aware of the depletion of Union strength and is determined to retake Helena. He assembles some 7,600 men and plans a converging attack by three columns. The Confederate attack is marred by poor planning, faulty coordination, and inadequate communications. The Confederates penetrate the Union defenses in several places, but Holmes is unable to decide which of the attacks to strengthen with his reserves, and Prentiss holds. The battle claims 239 Union and 1,614 Confederate casualties and secures eastern Arkansas for the Union.

July 4–14, 1863

Lee’s second invasion of the North (continued). Lee’s retreat from Gettysburg. The Potomac River is up, and for a time it looks as if Union forces under Major General George Gordon Meade might catch General Robert E. Lee and pin his forces against the river, but Meade has been slow to move. On July 7, Confederate forces under General John D. Imboden stop Brigadier General John Buford’s Union cavalry from occupying Williamsport and destroying Confederate baggage trains.

Lee’s infantry reaches the rain-swollen Potomac River but cannot cross because the pontoon bridge has been destroyed by Union cavalry. On July 11 Lee entrenches at Williamsport. Meade reaches there the next day and probes the Confederate defenses. Heavy skirmishing occurs the next day, with Meade preparing for an assault. Fortunately for Lee, the river recedes sufficiently for Confederate engineers to construct a bridge, and Lee’s forces begin crossing the Potomac after dark on July 13. On the morning of July 14, two Union cavalry divisions attack the Confederate rear guard still on the north bank and take more than 500 prisoners. The Gettysburg Campaign is over.

July 9, 1863

Port Hudson, Louisiana, the last remaining Confederate Mississippi River bastion, surrenders following an extended siege (see May 21–July 9, 1863).

July 10–September 7, 1863

Continued Union efforts against Charleston. New commander of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron Rear Admiral John Dahlgren maintains a bombardment of Charleston’s defenses. Then on July 10, his ships land 3,000 troops under Brigadier General Quincy A. Gillmore on Morris Island below Fort Sumter. The men work their way toward Fort Wagner, carrying out the first assault on July 11. It fails with losses of 49 killed, 123 wounded, and 167 missing; Confederate losses are only 6 dead and 6 wounded.

Gillmore settles in for a siege that ultimately involves some 6,000 men against about 1,300 Confederate defenders. The navy supports the land effort with shore bombardment. When Union troops finally work their way close enough for an assault, the Confederates evacuate Fort Wagner on September 7.

Gillmore also commences a long-range shelling of the waterfront area of the city of Charleston, which he holds to be a valid target because of its war industries.

July 13, 1863

Capture of Yazoo City. The last Confederate naval base operating near Vicksburg, Mississippi, Yazoo City succumbs to a joint army-navy expedition led by Lieutenant Commander J. G. Walker that includes the ironclad Baron de Kalb and 4 other ships convoying transports with 5,000 Union troops under Major General Francis J. Herron. Although the Baron de Kalb is lost to a torpedo (mine), Confederate Navy officer in charge at Yazoo City Commander I. M. Brown orders the scuttling of Confederate ships rather than see them fall into Union hands, leading to the loss of 15 ships in the Yazoo River and another 4 in the Sunflower River.

July 13–16, 1863

New York City Draft Riots. These riots are the largest civil insurrection in U.S. history, apart from the Civil War itself. The rioters, numbering as many as 50,000 people, are overwhelmingly poor and Irish and resent the exemption in the legislation that allows the wealthy to escape service by paying a $300 fee. The rioters also fear that blacks will take their jobs while they are being forced to serve in the army.

After attacking government offices and homes of the rich, the rioters turn on blacks, murdering men, women, and children. President Abraham Lincoln orders several regiments of militia and volunteer troops, some of them fresh from the Battle of Gettysburg, to the city. Order is finally restored on July 16. Some 50 buildings are burned. At least 120 people are killed, and more than 1,000 are injured.

July 18, 1863

New Union assault on Fort Wagner. Six ironclads in Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren’s South Atlantic Blockading Squadron shell Confederate Battery Wagner on Morris Island, South Carolina, and Union troops then assault the fort. Despite the naval cannonade, the defenders repulse the Union infantry assault by Brigadier General Truman Seymour’s division of X Corps spearheaded by Colonel Robert G. Shaw’s 54th Massachusetts Regiment of African American soldiers. The attackers suffer an appalling 1,515 casualties. Shaw is among the dead, as are both brigade commanders. Confederate losses are 36 dead, 133 wounded, and 5 missing.

August 17–21, 1863

South Atlantic Blockading Squadron commander Rear Admiral John Dahlgren sends seven ironclads and eight gunboats in a five-day bombardment of Charleston Harbor.

August 21, 1863

Lawrence Massacre. William C. Quantrill leads 300–400 Confederate irregulars against Lawrence, Kansas, targeting the town because of its strong support for the abolition of slavery and its reputation as a center of Jayhawkers and Redlegs, the free-state militia and vigilante groups that have been raiding Missouri’s proslavery western counties.

In only four hours the attackers pillage and set fire to Lawrence, burning 185 buildings. They also systematically execute most of its male population of men and boys, murdering between 185 and 200 in the largest atrocity against civilians of the war. In the weeks and months to follow, Jayhawkers retaliate by largely destroying five counties in western Missouri.

August 23–25, 1863

Capture of USS Reliance and Satellite. On August 23 off Windmill Point in the Rappahannock River, Virginia, some 80 Confederates in four boats, all commanded by Lieutenant John T. Wood, attack and capture the U.S. Navy screw tug Reliance and the side-wheeler combatant Satellite. On August 25 Wood employs the captured ships to take three Union merchant schooners. He then strips all five vessels of useful materials and burns them.

September 2, 1863

Some 15,000 Union troops under Major General Ambrose E. Burnside, commander of the Department of the Ohio, occupy Knoxville, Tennessee.

September 6, 1863

Confederate forces abandon Fort Wagner and evacuate Morris Island off Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, following almost two months of Union land and naval bombardment.

September 8, 1863

Battle of Sabine Pass. A Union expeditionary force of 4,000 troops under Major General William B. Franklin attempts to take Sabine Pass, Texas. Four shallow-draft gunboats accompany the Union transports. The Confederate gunboat Uncle Ben and shore batteries at Fort Griffin turn back the Union assault. The side-wheeler Clifton and coastal screw combatant Sachem are disabled and forced to surrender, with the loss of 315 men. The other Union ships return to New Orleans.

September 9, 1863

Union capture of Chattanooga. After another long delay, at Tullahoma, Tennessee, Major General William S. Rosecrans advances with his Army of the Cumberland against Confederate general Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee.

Bragg digs in at Chattanooga to guard the Tennessee River crossings, but Rosecrans outmaneuvers him. Crossing the river well to the southwest near Bridgeport, he threatens Bragg’s line of communications to Atlanta and on September 8 forces him to withdraw from the key rail center of Chattanooga, gateway to the heart of the Confederacy. Troops of the Union XXI Corps enter Chattanooga the next day. Bragg moves 28 miles south, to LaFayette, Georgia, there to await reinforcements.

September 19–20, 1863

Battle of Chickamauga. Confederate president Jefferson Davis rushes Lieutenant General James Longstreet and most of his corps from the Army of Northern Virginia to reinforce General Braxton Bragg and his Army of Tennessee at LaFayette, Georgia, south of Chattanooga, bringing Bragg’s strength up to about 66,000 men.

Union major general William S. Rosecrans advances with his 57,000-man Army of the Cumberland against Bragg. Confederate soldiers, posing as deserters, inform Rosecrans that Bragg is in full retreat. Rosecrans pushes ahead, splitting his men into three detachments sufficiently separated that they are unable to support each other. Bragg lies in wait along Chickamauga Creek in excellent defensive positions.

The Battle of Chickamauga opens on September 19 with the Confederates attacking. There is heavy fighting all day on a four-mile front, but the Union lines hold. The next day Bragg again attacks, trying to drive between the Union forces and their base at Chattanooga. The Union lines again hold until misinformation causes Rosecrans to order an entire division to shift its position, creating a great gap in the Union line into which Longstreet’s Confederates smash, routing Rosecrans and half his army. Union major general George Thomas takes charge of the remaining Union troops and holds. Rosecrans withdraws into Chattanooga. Chickamauga is one of the most costly battles of the war. Union casualties total 16,170 (1,657 killed, 9,756 wounded, and 4,757 captured or missing); the Confederates lose 18,454 (2,312 killed, 14,674 wounded, and 1,468 captured or missing).

September 23–November 25, 1863

Siege of Chattanooga. Following his defeat in the Battle of Chickamauga, Major General William S. Rosecrans and his Army of the Cumberland dig in at Chattanooga. On September 23, 1863, soldiers of General Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee seize the surrounding heights of Missionary Ridge to the east, Lookout Mountain to the southwest, and Raccoon Mountain to the west. They then connect these positions.

Bragg expects Rosecrans to evacuate Chattanooga. When he does not, Bragg commences siege operations. From the high ground, the Confederates can easily direct artillery fire against Union entrenchments and sever the major rail and water routes into the city. A Confederate cavalry raid under Major General Joseph Wheeler during October 1–9 destroys Union wagon trains trying to reach Chattanooga, and resupply remains tenuous. The troops and inhabitants of the city are soon in dire straits.

Washington orders Major General Ambrose E. Burnside from Knoxville to reinforce Chattanooga and also sends two corps of the Army of the Potomac under Major General Joseph Hooker. Burnside is stalled by lack of supplies, while Hooker arrives at Bridgeport, 30 miles distant, in mid-October.

On October 17 Union major general Ulysses S. Grant is named commander of the western theater (Military Division of the Mississippi). He immediately proceeds to Chattanooga. En route, on October 19 he removes Rosecrans from command of the Army of the Cumberland, replacing him with Major General George Thomas.

Grant arrives at Chattanooga on October 23. Three days later he institutes a plan to slip men across the Tennessee River on pontoon bridges to open a gap in the Confederate line. Utilizing this so-called Cracker Line, Hooker’s men are able to move to Chattanooga with supplies. Grant also orders Major General William T. Sherman and 17,000 men of the Army of the Tennessee to Chattanooga from Memphis. They arrive on November 14, allowing Grant to take the offensive.

October 5, 1863

The semisubmersible Confederate torpedo boat David, with Lieutenant William T. Glassell and three other men, slips out of Charleston, South Carolina, and detonates a spar torpedo (an explosive charge at the end of a long spar mounted at the vessel’s bow) against the U.S. Navy ironclad New Ironsides. The ironclad sustains only modest damage but is forced to quit the Charleston station for repairs.

October 14, 1863

Battle of Bristoe Station. Attempting to outflank Union major general George G. Meade’s Army of the Potomac, Confederate lieutenant general A. P. Hill hastily commits his men to battle against Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s II Corps at Bristoe Station, Virginia. Because of Hill’s failure to reconnoiter, Union forces concealed behind a railroad track exact a heavy toll. The battle costs the Confederates 1,300 casualties and the Union 548.

October 18, 1863

Meeting with Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton at Louisville, Kentucky, Union major general Ulysses S. Grant is informed that he has been appointed commander of the Military Division of the Mississippi. The new command includes the Army of the Tennessee, the Army of the Cumberland, and the Army of the Ohio.

October 19, 1863

Battle of Buckland Mills. Near Buckland Mills, Virginia, on Broad Run, Army of Northern Virginia cavalry commander Major General J. E. B. Stuart and Major General Wade Hampton’s cavalry division are covering the withdrawal of General Robert E. Lee’s infantry following the Confederate defeat in the Battle of Bristoe Station (see October 14, 1863) when Union cavalry under Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick attack. Confederate major general Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry division then falls on the Union flank. The Union troopers are routed and flee five miles to Haymarket and Gainesville. The Battle of Buckland Mills is also known as the Battle of Chestnut Hill, but the Confederates call it the Buckland Races.

October 26, 1863

Rear Admiral John Dahlgren’s Union ironclads commence an intensive two-week bombardment of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. They are joined by Union batteries on Morris Island.

November 2–4, 1863

A U.S. expeditionary force of the screw sloop Monongahela and two screw gunboats escorts troop ships with the Union Army’s XIX Corps in a successful amphibious landing at Brazos Santiago, at the mouth of the Rio Grande in Texas. The Confederates evacuate Brownsville.

November 6, 1863

Battle of Droop Mountain. Union forces plan a two-pronged raid to destroy the Confederate East Tennessee & Virginia Railroad. On November 1, Brigadier General William W. Averell leads 5,000 cavalry and infantry southward from Beverly, West Virginia, into the Allegheny Mountains, and on November 3 Brigadier General Alfred N. Duffié departs Charleston with 1,700 men. They plan to join at Lewisburg.

Harassed by Confederate forces en route, Averell’s men reach Huntersville on November 4 and learn that some 600 Confederates under Colonel William L. Jackson are at Marling’s Bottom. Averell dispatches cavalry, but Jackson’s men relocate to Mill Point, and Jackson requests reinforcements. The next day when Averell again tries to cut him off, Jackson withdraws to Droop Mountain, just north of Lewisburg.

On November 6, Brigadier General John Echols arrives at Droop Mountain with the 1st Brigade of the Army of Southwestern Virginia. The Confederates now have 1,700 men. Averell attacks. The Confederates hold for a time, then break and withdraw down the south slope of the mountain, sustaining some 175 casualties. Averell sustains 119 casualties: 6 killed, 112 wounded, and 1 missing.

Averell and Duffié join at Lewisburg on November 7 and initially proceed toward Dublin, where Echols is re-forming, but then decide to abandon the raid.

November 7, 1863

Battles of Kelly’s Ford and Rappahannock Station. Confederate general Robert E. Lee, commanding the Army of Northern Virginia, has withdrawn his forces south of the Rappahannock River, expecting to hold there over the winter, but he maintains two bridgeheads north of the river about five miles apart, at Kelly’s Ford and Rappahannock Station, to allow him to resume offensive operations.

Union major general G. Gordon Meade sends units of his Army of the Potomac against the Confederate bridgeheads. At Kelly’s Ford, Union major general William H. French’s III Corps attacks Major General Robert Rodes’s division. Caught by surprise, the Confederates suffer 349 casualties, many of them captured. At Rappahannock Station, Brigadier General David A. Russell’s division of VI Corps also catches by surprise Major General Robert Hoke’s division. The Union troops wipe out the bridgehead and take 1,600 prisoners. Total Confederate losses in the two battles are 2,023, while Union losses are 370. His defensive line breached, Lee withdraws toward Culpeper Court House.

November 17–December 4, 1863

Siege of Knoxville. At Chattanooga, Tennessee, Confederate general Braxton Bragg and Lieutenant General James Longstreet are at odds as to how to proceed against Union troops occupying the city. In part to reduce tensions between the two men and in part to draw off attention from the siege, Confederate president Jefferson Davis orders Longstreet to capture Knoxville, then held by some 20,000 Union troops under Major General Ambrose E. Burnside. Bragg will continue the siege of Chattanooga with 40,000 men while Longstreet proceeds to Knoxville with 17,000 men, including 5,000 cavalry.

Longstreet sets out on November 4. He arrives at the Little Tennessee River near Loudon on November 14, and Burnside withdraws his forces there. Longstreet hopes to engage the withdrawing Federals near Lenoir but fails. Both sides then race to Campbell’s Station on the Kinston Road to Knoxville, but the Union forces arrive first and fight a skillful delaying action on November 16. Union casualties are 318; the Confederates lose 174. Union troops withdraw into the fortified Knoxville lines that night.

The Confederate siege of Nashville commences on November 17. The Confederates target Fort Sanders on the northwest, but several planned attacks are postponed, pending arrival of reinforcements. After some indecision concerning the objective, Longstreet launches a major attack on Fort Sanders at dawn on November 29 in what is the principal battle of the siege. A deep ditch around the fort, made slick by rain and ice, helps thwart the Confederate assault. The attack claims 813 Confederate casualties to only 13 for the Union. Longstreet wisely calls off a second attempt.

Although Longstreet receives a telegram from Bragg on November 29 announcing his own withdrawal from Chattanooga into Georgia and ordering Longstreet to reinforce him, intelligence reports indicate that Union troops are on the march; uncertain whether these are proceeding against Bragg or his own forces, Longstreet decides to remain where he is for the time being. The siege of Knoxville continues until the night of December 4 when, on the approach of Union forces under Major General William T. Sherman, Longstreet withdraws. Union brigadier general James N. Shackelford with about 4,000 cavalry then begins an effort to locate Longstreet, resulting in the Battle of Bean’s Station (see December 14, 1863). Casualties in the entire Knoxville Campaign, including this battle, total 681 for the Union and 1,296 for the Confederates.

The decision to try to capture Knoxville is a major blunder, for it has weakened the Confederate forces at Chattanooga and denied the Confederates the possibility of victory at either location.

November 23–25, 1863

Battle of Chattanooga. Union western theater commander Major General Ulysses S. Grant initiates the Battle of Chattanooga (Orchard Knob, Lookout Mountain, and Missionary Ridge). On November 23, two Union divisions of IV Corps of Major General George H. Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland, dressed as if for parade, suddenly rush Confederate positions on Orchard Knob below Missionary Ridge, seizing it from the astonished Confederates.

The next day, November 24, the two sides fight an all-day battle for 1,100-foot Lookout Mountain that ends with Union forces under Major General Joseph Hooker in control. On November 25, Union troops in dramatic fashion drive the Confederates from Missionary Ridge, forcing Confederate general Braxton Bragg to retreat toward Dalton, Georgia.

The battle involves some 56,000 Union troops and 44,000 Confederates and results in 5,824 Union casualties (753 killed, 4,722 wounded, and 349 missing) and Confederate losses of 6,667 (361 killed, 2,160 wounded, and 4,146 missing, mostly prisoners); Confederate losses may have been higher, as Grant claims 6,142 Confederates taken prisoner.

November 26–December 2, 1863

Mine Run Campaign. Union Army of the Potomac commander Major General George Gordon Meade attempts to turn the right flank of Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia south of the Rappahannock River. Meade hopes that his 85,000 men can defeat Lee’s widely dispersed army before it can concentrate. On November 26, 1863, Union troops take advantage of fog to cross the Rapidan River. Largely owing to the slow advance of Meade’s lead corps under Major General William H. French, Lee is able during the next few days to prepare strong positions along the west bank of Mine Run. Learning of this, Meade sensibly calls off the attack, which would have produced heavy Union casualties. In the campaign, Union casualties total 1,653; the Confederates suffer 745 casualties.

November 27, 1863

Battle of Taylor’s Ridge. After his defeat at Missionary Ridge, Confederate general Braxton Bragg withdraws his Army of Tennessee from the vicinity of Chattanooga, headed for safety in Georgia. When Union forces pursue, Bragg detaches Major General Patrick Cleburne’s division to provide rearguard cover. Cleburne posts his 4,157 men in Ringgold Gap and on the surrounding high ground known as Taylor’s Ridge, located southeast of Ringgold, Georgia.

Major General Joseph Hooker commands the Union advance. Although lacking artillery support, he launches poorly coordinated infantry assaults and attempts flanking movements. All are repulsed. Cleburne then slips away and Hooker decides not to pursue. The Federals sustain 507 casualties, the Confederates 221. Bragg’s army escapes.

December 6, 1863

Loss of the Weehawken. The U.S. Navy monitor Weehawken, commanded by Commander James M. Duncan, is moored to a buoy inside the bar of Charleston Harbor. It has just taken on a load of ammunition, greatly reducing its freeboard forward. In a strong ebb tide, water washes down an open hawse pipe and hatch. The pumps are unable to handle the flow, the ship founders, and two dozen members of the crew drown.

December 7–17, 1863

Confederate capture of the Chesapeake. Off Cape Cod, Massachusetts, 17 Confederates led by John C. Braine posing as passengers seize control of the steamer Chesapeake, which had sailed from New York City for Portland, Maine, in the process killing its second engineer. The conspirators had hoped to run the ship past the Union blockaders at Wilmington, North Carolina, but on December 17 the Chesapeake is recovered by the Union gunboat Ella and Annie while coaling off Nova Scotia. Most of the Confederates escape ashore. The vice admiralty court at Halifax restores the Chesapeake to its owners.

December 14, 1863

Battle of Bean’s Station. Following the withdrawal of Confederate forces besieging Knoxville, Tennessee, Union major general John G. Parke pursues, detaching Brigadier General James M. Shackelford and 4,000 cavalry to ascertain Confederate lieutenant general James Longstreet’s whereabouts. The Confederates have moved to the northwest to Rogersville, where they resupply. Longstreet then backtracks southeast for a dawn attack on December 14 on Shackelford near Bean’s Station on the Holston River. By 2:00 a.m., however, one of the Confederate columns encounters Union pickets, and the skirmishing warns Shackelford, who deploys to meet the assault. The Union cavalry holds out until nightfall and the arrival of Southern reinforcements, at which point the Federals retire through Bean’s Gap. Casualties total no more than 200 on each side. Longstreet pursues but, finding the Federals well entrenched at Blain’s Cross Roads and about to be reinforced, withdraws the next day.

December 16, 1863

President Jefferson Davis appoints General Joseph E. Johnston to succeed General Braxton Bragg as commander of the Confederate Army of Tennessee. Johnston assumes his new command at Dalton, Georgia, on December 27.

February 2, 1864

A Confederate small boat expedition led by Commander John T. Wood surprises and captures the U.S. Navy side-wheeler Underwriter, commanded by Acting Master Jacob Westerveldt and anchored in the Neuse River near New Bern, North Carolina. Westerveldt is killed in the fighting. Unable to move the ship because it does not have steam up and is under fire from Union shore batteries, the Confederates destroy the Underwriter and escape.

February 9–10, 1864

This night, 109 Union officers held in the Libby Prison in Richmond, Virginia, having dug a 50-foot tunnel under the street, make their escape in the largest and most famous such enterprise of the war. Forty-eight are recaptured, 2 drown in the nearby James River, and 59 reach Union lines.

February 12–October 7, 1864

Second cruise of the Florida. The Confederate commerce raider Florida, commanded by Lieutenant Charles M. Morris, slips out of Brest, France, where it has undergone repairs. Escaping to sea past the blockading Union screw sloop Kearsarge, commanded by Captain John A. Winslow, the Florida will take 15 additional prizes before its capture on October 7.

February 14, 1864

Union forces capture Meridian, Mississippi. Because of Major General William T. Sherman’s feints, Confederate lieutenant general Leonidas Polk, commanding the Army of Mississippi, believes that Union troops are headed for Mobile, Alabama, and falls back to Demopolis, Alabama. Sherman is thus able to enter Meridian, the temporary Confederate capital of Mississippi, unopposed. His men remain there a week, destroying the railroad lines at Meridian and burning its arsenal along with storehouses and many other buildings before returning to Vicksburg.

February 17, 1864

Sinking of the Housatonic. Off Charleston, South Carolina, the Confederate submarine H. L. Hunley, commanded by army lieutenant G. F. Dixon, attacks and sinks with a spar torpedo the Union screw sloop Housatonic. Five men are killed. It is the first time in the history of warfare that a submarine has sunk a warship. The H. L. Hunley is itself lost in the attack. Its entire crew of eight men perishes.

February 20, 1864

Battle of Olustee. In the one large land campaign of the Civil War in Florida, on February 7, 1864, Brigadier General Truman Seymour and 5,500 men come ashore from transports at Jacksonville, Florida, and move westward toward the Suwannee River. Near the railroad depot of Olustee, 50 miles southwest of Jacksonville, commander of the District of East Florida Brigadier General Joseph Finegan waits with 5,000 Confederates.

The ensuing Battle of Olustee (also known as the Battle of Ocean Pond for a large nearby lake) ends in an overwhelming Confederate victory that claims 1,860 Union and 946 Confederate casualties. The pursuit of Seymour’s force is handled poorly, and the surviving Union troops reach Jacksonville on February 23.

February 22, 1864

Battle of Okolona. To divert attention from his Meridian Campaign, on February 1 Union major general William T. Sherman orders Brigadier General William Sooy Smith to depart Collierville, near Memphis, Tennessee, with 7,000 cavalry and raid from Pontotoc, Mississippi, to the Memphis & Ohio Railroad. Smith is then to strike south and join Sherman at Meridian on February 10. Waiting for reinforcements, Smith departs far behind schedule on February 11 with 11,000 men and 20 guns.

Smith’s men inflict considerable damage and free many slaves before heading south. North of Meridian on February 20, they encounter some of Confederate major general Nathan Bedford Forrest’s 2,500 cavalry. Daunted by Forrest’s reputation and uncertain of Confederate strength, Smith withdraws, planning to return to Tennessee.

On February 22, Confederate forces attack Smith about four miles south of Okolona. On the brink of victory and with the Confederates out of ammunition, Smith withdraws. In the fighting of February 20–22, the Confederates suffer 144 casualties (27 killed, 97 wounded, and 20 missing); Union losses are 388 (54 killed, 179 wounded, and 155 missing). Smith arrives back at Collierville on February 26.

February 28–March 3, 1864

Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid. Union brigadier general Judson Kilpatrick and Colonel Ulric Dahlgren lead 4,000 cavalry to free some 15,000 prisoners held at Richmond, Virginia. Kilpatrick encounters opposition and turns back, while high water prevents Dahlgren’s 500 men from crossing the James River and entering Richmond from the south as planned.

On March 2 Dahlgren and some 100 of his men are ambushed. Dahlgren is killed, and most of those with him are taken prisoner. Papers allegedly found on Dahlgren’s body indicating plans to assassinate Jefferson Davis and burn Richmond are a propaganda coup for the South.

March 9, 1864

President Abraham Lincoln elevates Major General Ulysses S. Grant to the position of general in chief, giving him full charge over army operations and appointing him to the revived rank of lieutenant general. Grant installs Major General William T. Sherman as commander of the Military Division of the Mississippi. Grant’s former commander, Major General Henry W. Halleck, who had previously tried to ruin Grant but is an able administrator, becomes Grant’s chief of staff and assumes the task of day-to-day army operations. Grant immediately begins planning coordinated offensives to end the war.

March 12, 1864

Start of the Red River Campaign. The last major Union riverine operation of the war, the Red River Campaign of March–May is also the largest combined operation to that point in U.S. military history and one of the war’s major military fiascos. President Abraham Lincoln approves Major General Henry Halleck’s plan for an expedition up the Red River against Shreveport, Louisiana, before Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant can assume his post as general in chief.

The plan calls for the capture of Shreveport, capital of Confederate Louisiana, on the Red River, opening a route for Union forces to operate against Texas. Lincoln hopes to secure cotton for idled New England textile mills, shoring up his political support in that region for the forthcoming presidential election.

Washington commits sizable resources to the operation, including 13 ironclads, 12 gunboats, and 1 ram (the most powerful assembly of naval power on inland waters of the war) and 42,900 ground troops. Three-quarters of the troops, led by Major General Nathaniel P. Banks, are to move north toward Shreveport along the Red River, supported by Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s Mississippi Squadron. Another 10,000 men from Major General Frederick Steele’s Department of Arkansas (VII Corps) are to move concurrently against Shreveport from the north.

Unfortunately for the Union side, exceptionally dry weather and Confederate diversion schemes considerably reduce water levels in the river. On March 12 the Union naval squadron enters the Red River and begins its progress upriver.

March 14, 1864

Red River Campaign (continued): Capture of Fort DeRussy. Aware of Union designs, Confederate brigadier general William R. Boggs has supervised construction of defensive works and obstacles to protect against a Union attack up the Red River. These center on Fort DeRussy, south of Alexandria. DeRussy has 40-foot-thick and 12-foot-high earthen walls, reinforced by railroad iron, and mounts eight heavy guns and two fieldpieces, but it is designed to defend the water approaches. Below DeRussy, the Confederates erect water obstacles.

U.S. Navy rear admiral David D. Porter, commanding the Mississippi Squadron, and U.S. Army brigadier general Andrew J. Smith, commanding 10,000 troops operating with Porter, agree that the troops will assault Fort DeRussy from the land, while Porter’s men remove the river obstructions and the ironclads attack the fort from the water. Confederate major general John G. Walker’s division of Texas troops—3,300 men and 12 artillery pieces—defends the lower Red River area. Major General Richard Taylor, commander of the District of West Louisiana, orders Walker to evacuate, dooming DeRussy but saving the troops for the more important battles to come.

Smith’s men attack Fort DeRussy on the afternoon of March 14. Earlier, Lieutenant Commander Seth Ledyard Phelps, with the ironclads Eastport and Osage and two tinclads, arrives at the water obstacle and opens a path. The Union ships then open fire on DeRussy just as the Union troops commence their assault. Fort DeRussy then surrenders. Of 300 defenders, 185 are taken prisoner; the remainder escape. Union casualties total 38 dead or wounded. The Union troops then rejoin the transports and proceed upriver to Alexandria.

March 15, 1864

Red River Campaign (continued). The U.S. Navy river monitor Osage forces the surrender of Alexandria, Louisiana, and the town is occupied by Union troops. The main Union force under Major General Nathaniel P. Banks is behind schedule, however, allowing the Confederates to make defensive preparations, including efforts to lower the water level of the Red River. When Union forces finally unite on March 29, Rear Admiral David D. Porter manages to get a dozen of his ships above the rapids at Alexandria and proceeds up the Red toward Shreveport. Coordination is poor between the Union commanders.

March 25, 1864

Confederate capture of Paducah, Kentucky. Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest leads some 2,800 men from Columbus, Mississippi, against the Union base at Paducah. Forrest quickly occupies it as Union colonel Stephen G. Hicks and his 650-man garrison retire to Fort Anderson, west of the town, where they are supported by two gunboats in the Ohio River. Forrest and his men seize horses, mules, and supplies, destroying what they cannot carry off. Part of Forrest’s command attacks Fort Anderson but is rebuffed. Forrest then withdraws. Union casualties total 90; the Confederates suffer 50 casualties.

April 8, 1864

Red River Campaign (continued): Battle of Mansfield. At Grand Ecore, Union ground force commander Major General Nathaniel P. Banks foolishly decides on a march route that removes him from gunboat support in the Red River. Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s gunboats are to proceed alone, with the two forces meeting at Shreveport.

In the Battle of Mansfield, Confederate major general Richard Taylor with 8,800 men attacks Banks’s far larger Union force, which is strung out in march formation covering 20 miles. Threatened by a double envelopment, the Union troops panic and flee. Only a stand by Brigadier General William Emory’s division 3 miles back prevents complete disaster. Of 12,000 Union troops actually engaged, 2,235 are casualties, including hundreds taken prisoner. Taylor also takes 250 wagons, nearly 1,000 draft animals, and thousands of small arms. Taylor’s 1,500 casualties are actually heavier in terms of number of men engaged, but he has ended the Union drive on Shreveport. The Union troops continue their withdrawal during the night, taking up position 14 miles to the south at Pleasant Hill.

April 9, 1864

Red River Campaign (continued): Battle of Pleasant Hill. At Pleasant Hill, Louisiana, 14 miles south of Mansfield, Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks’s men establish strong defensive positions and come under attack early this day by the reinforced but still much smaller forces of Major General Richard Taylor. Union counterattacks nullify the initial Southern success, and the fighting ends at nightfall. Union losses are 1,506, while Confederate losses are some 700. Despite having won a tactical victory, Banks believes that his army is threatened with destruction and decides to withdraw completely. Learning of events, Union naval commander Rear Admiral David D. Porter has no choice but to withdraw as well. His ships must fight their way south in falling river levels against Confederate shore batteries.

April 9, 1864

Grant’s strategic plan. Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant plans a multifaceted simultaneous offensive to defeat the Confederacy. In the western theater, Major General William T. Sherman with three field armies will drive against General Joseph Johnston’s Army of Tennessee and then move across Georgia to Savannah, while Major General Nathaniel P. Banks takes Mobile. Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac, the major Union field force in the East with some 115,000 men, and with Grant accompanying will drive south from Culpeper, Virginia, on Richmond in what becomes known as the Overland Campaign. At the same time, Major General Benjamin F. Butler’s 39,000-man Army of the James is to move up the south bank of the James River and cut off Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia from the lower South. Finally, Brigadier Generals George Crook and William W. Averell are to move against the Shenandoah Valley from the west, while Major General Franz Sigel moves south to clear the Shenandoah Valley and seize the railheads of Staunton and Lynchburg.

April 12, 1864

Red River Campaign (continued): Action at Blair’s Landing. As Rear Admiral David D. Porter begins moving his ships down the Red River to Alexandria, on this date the river monitor Osage grounds. As Union seamen work to free the ship, Confederate troops with artillery pieces gather nearby. Lieutenant Commander Thomas O. Selfridge orders the timberclad Lexington to move downriver and open an enfilading fire. The Confederates advance to the river and commence small arms fire. The fight lasts about an hour and a half until the Confederates withdraw, reportedly suffering some 300 casualties, while the Union side has but 7 wounded. Among the Confederate dead is Brigadier General Thomas Green, who had led the impetuous advance.

April 12, 1864

Confederate capture of Fort Pillow. In late March 1864, Confederate major general Nathan Bedford Forrest with about 1,500 men had raided into Kentucky as far as Paducah. On his return he captures Fort Pillow, Tennessee, held by about 550 Union troops, half of them African Americans. The Confederates lose 14 killed and 86 wounded; Union losses are 231 killed, 100 wounded, and 226 captured. Union soldiers later assert that Forrest’s men killed a number of the African Americans after they surrendered. The Northern public calls it the Fort Pillow Massacre.

April 17, 1864

Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant orders all prisoner exchanges suspended until questions are answered regarding the Vicksburg and Port Hudson paroles (a number of the surrendered Confederates have simply rejoined the army, despite having given their word that they would not) and the matter of exchange of African American troops has been settled. This decision imposes severe hardships on the growing number of Union prisoners because of limited Southern resources and collapsing transportation system, but Grant is determined to put maximum pressure on the South and its dwindling supply of manpower and adamantly opposes any step that will increase Confederate manpower. On October 1 Lee again proposes a prisoner exchange. Grant inquires whether Union African American soldiers who had been slaves will be exchanged. Lee, acting under instructions, replies that they are not considered subjects of exchange, whereupon Grant declines further discussion.

April 17–20, 1864

Battle of Plymouth. Major General Robert F. Hoke leads 7,000 Confederate troops in an attack on the Union supply base of Plymouth, North Carolina, held by Brigadier General Henry W. Wessells with 3,000 men. On April 19 the Confederate ironclad Albemarle, under Commander James W. Cooke, issues from the Roanoke River and attacks the Union warships there that have been helping hold the Confederates at bay. The Albemarle sinks the Union Navy side-wheeler Southfield and forces the withdrawal of three other Union warships. With Union land forces bereft of naval support, Hoke’s troops recapture Plymouth the following day.

April 21, 1864

Red River Campaign (continued). Unable to bring farther down the Red River the unwieldy ironclad Eastport, damaged by a Confederate torpedo (mine) on April 15, without also jeopardizing the ships accompanying it, U.S. Mississippi Squadron commander Rear Admiral David D. Porter orders the ship blown up near Montgomery, Louisiana.

April 25, 1864

Battle of Marks’ Mills. Confederate major general Sterling Price is conducting a modified siege of Camden, Arkansas, held by Union troops under Major General Frederick Steele. With Union supplies dwindling and the road from Camden to Pine Bluff open, Steele orders Lieutenant Colonel Francis M. Drake and a brigade and 240 wagons to proceed to Pine Bluff and secure supplies. Drake has perhaps 1,800 men. Some white civilians and perhaps 300 African Americans accompany the Union column.

Confederate major general James Fagan learns of Drake’s movement and, with 4,000 cavalry, ambushes the Federals. Overwhelming Confederate numbers force Drake to surrender. The Confederates suffer 293 casualties (41 killed, 108 wounded, and 144 missing). Estimates of Union casualties vary widely from 1,133 to 1,600, most of them prisoners. The Confederates also take prisoner some 150 African Americans, are accused of killing some 100 others, and capture some 200 wagons.

The Battle of Marks’ Mills cuts the Union supply line to Camden. This and the arrival of Confederate reinforcements compel Steele to abort the campaign. He abandons Camden on April 26 and marches north to Little Rock.

April 26–27, 1864

Red River Campaign (continued): Mississippi Squadron commander Rear Admiral David D. Porter, bringing his ships down the Red, fights a running battle with Confederate artillery batteries along the banks of the river. The tinclads Cricket and Juliet are badly damaged, while the stern-wheeler pump boats Champion No. 3 and Champion No. 5 are both lost. Clouds of steam from a pierced steam boiler in Champion No. 3 kill 3 crewmen and wound another. Of 150–200 escaped slaves taken on board, only 15 survive.

April 30, 1864

Red River Campaign (continued): Battle of Jenkins’ Ferry. As part of the Red River Campaign, Major General Frederick Steele, commander of the Department of Arkansas (VII Corps), was to move against Shreveport, Louisiana, from the north with 10,000 men. Steele aids the campaign only in that he occupies Confederate cavalry units in the region that otherwise could have been sent against the main Union drive from the south.

Some three weeks behind schedule, Steele reaches Camden, Arkansas, on April 26, only to learn that the Confederates have taken and destroyed his wagon train on its way for supplies. He also discovers that Confederate general Edmund Kirby Smith and Major General Sterling Price have joined forces against him. Steele orders a withdrawal to Little Rock. The Confederates quickly retake Camden, but delay is imposed by the need to cross the rain-swollen Ouachita River. The Union head start is partially nullified when the Confederates cover 52 miles in only 46 hours, despite steady rain.

Steele reaches the Ouachita on April 29 but cannot cross his men over the Saline River until a pontoon bridge can be built. In the meantime, he places some 4,000 men in prepared positions to protect the crossing site. The Confederates come up on April 30 and attack as the Federals slowly cross the river. By 3:00 p.m., Steele is able to cross all his men and artillery and escape his pursuers. The Union suffers some 700 casualties, including captured stragglers, while the Confederates lose as many as 1,000 of 6,000 men committed. Although considered a Union tactical victory, the battle opens the way for the Confederates to invade Missouri.

May 1, 1864

Red River Campaign (continued). Confederate land artillery sinks the U.S. Army Quartermaster Corps transports Emma and City Belle and the dispatch boat John Warner at Egg Bend on the Red River below Alexandria, Louisiana.

May 4, 1864

Red River Campaign (continued). Confederate land artillery sinks the Union tinclads Covington and Signal below Egg Bend on the Red River.

May 5, 1864

Start of the Atlanta Campaign. Union western theater commander Major General William T. Sherman departs Chattanooga, Tennessee, for Atlanta, Georgia, with an army group of nearly 100,000 men in the Atlanta Campaign (May 5–September 2, 1864). He has Major General George H. Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland (61,000 men), Major General James B. McPherson’s Army of the Tennessee (24,500 men), and Major General John M. Schofield’s Army of the Ohio (13,500 men). Opposing Sherman is Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee of some 60,000 men. Although Confederate cavalry under capable Major Generals Nathan Bedford Forrest and John Hunt Morgan harass Sherman’s rear areas and supply lines, Johnston can do little more than delay Sherman.

May 5, 1864

The Confederate ironclad Albemarle, commanded by Commander James W. Cooke, descends the Roanoke River with the tenders Bombshell and Cotton Plant to engage the Union squadron commanded by Lieutenant Commander F. A. Roe (the side-wheeler gunboats Sassacus, Wyalusing, and Mattabesett) in Albemarle Sound. The Union ships take the Bombshell (which the Confederates had raised and captured from the Union side earlier), and the Cotton Plant retires back up the Roanoke. The Albemarle, however, disables the Sassacus and engages the other Union warships until darkness brings an end to the action.

May 5, 1864

Red River Campaign (continued): Engagement at Dunn’s Bayou. The small U.S. Navy light-draft gunboats Signal and Covington are convoying the Quartermaster Corps steamer Warner down the Red River when they enter into a fierce firefight with Confederate infantry and artillery at Dunn’s Bayou, below Alexandria. Attacked at point-blank range, all three Union ships suffer heavily. The Warner, carrying 125 wounded soldiers, surrenders. The Signal is captured and later sunk by the Confederates as a river obstruction. The Covington is scuttled to prevent capture.

May 5–7, 1864

Overland Campaign: Battle of the Wilderness. On May 4, 1864, Union major general George Gordon Meade’s 115,000-man Army of the Potomac initiates the Overland Campaign by crossing the Rapidan River to turn the right flank of General Robert E. Lee’s 60,000-man Army of Northern Virginia and drive on Richmond. Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant accompanies the army in the field. The next day, Union forces are locked in battle with the Confederates in the densely wooded area known as the Wilderness. Lee attacks Grant’s left flank, using the terrain to partially nullify the Union numerical advantage. In the end Lee outmaneuvers his opponent, inflicting 17,500 Union casualties (15 percent of the force engaged) for Confederate casualties of some 7,500 (12 percent of the force). But Lee has failed to stop Grant, who continues south.

May 5–20, 1864

Bermuda Hundred Campaign. As part of Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s multipronged offensive in Virginia, while General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia is occupied to the north dueling with Grant and Major General George Gordon Meade’s Army of the Potomac, Union major general Benjamin Butler is to advance up the James River with his 39,000-man Army of the James, land between Richmond and Petersburg, and threaten either or both cities.

On May 5 Butler’s army lands at Bermuda Hundred, a neck of land north of City Point at the confluence of the James and Appomattox Rivers and only 15 miles south of Richmond. The way to the capital appears open with Richmond and Petersburg virtually undefended, their garrisons then being only about 5,000 men. Butler fumbles away this golden opportunity.

That same day, General P. G. T. Beauregard, commander of the Confederate Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia, with 18,000 men, assumes direction of Confederate defenses at Petersburg. Confederates under Major General George E. Pickett bottle up Butler at Bermuda Hundred.

May 6, 1864

The U.S. Navy side-wheeler ex–ferry boat Commodore Jones, under Lieutenant Thomas Wade, is destroyed in the James River in Virginia by an electronically detonated 2,000-pound Confederate torpedo (mine), killing some 40 crew members. It is the first ship sunk by an electronically detonated mine in the history of warfare.

May 6, 1864

Sortie by CSS Raleigh. The ironclad Raleigh, commanded by Flag Officer William F. Lynch, sorties from the Cape Fear River in North Carolina and engages the Union side-wheelers Britannia and Nansemond, forcing them to withdraw and allowing a Confederate blockade-runner to escape to sea. Early the next morning the Raleigh resumes the engagement, this time exchanging fire with four Union warships. Lynch breaks off the action, but while attempting to cross the bar at the mouth of the Cape Fear, the Raleigh grounds and is damaged to the extent that Lynch orders it destroyed.

May 7–10, 1864

Atlanta Campaign (continued): Battle of Rocky Face Ridge. Major General William T. Sherman’s army group of some 112,000 men is driving on Atlanta, Georgia, and is confronted by the Confederate Army of Tennessee, commanded by General Joseph E. Johnston, numbering some 62,000 men. The first major clash occurs at Rocky Face Ridge in Whitfield County, Georgia.

Johnston’s forces are entrenched along Rocky Face Ridge and eastward across Crow Valley. Major General George H. Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland is rebuffed here, but Sherman also sends Major General James B. McPherson’s Army of the Tennessee in a flanking maneuver through Snake Creek Gap to strike the Western & Atlantic Railroad at Resaca.

Confederate cavalry under Major General Joseph Wheeler harass Major General John Schofield’s Army of the Ohio, moving south from Red Clay. On May 9 at Prater’s Mill, Wheeler surprises and defeats Union cavalry sent to engage him, taking 150 prisoners and handing the Union side its first defeat of the campaign.

McPherson’s men, meanwhile, advance to the outskirts of Resaca, where they find the Confederates entrenched. Early on May 11, Sherman withdraws from Rocky Face Ridge and moves south to support McPherson. Discovering that the entire Union force has decamped, Johnston retires south to Resaca on May 12. Sherman employs similar flanking movements to dislodge the Confederates repeatedly during the next several months.

May 8–21, 1864

Overland Campaign (continued): Battle of Spotsylvania Court House. Following the Battle of the Wilderness, Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant continues southeast toward Richmond with the 100,000-man Army of the Potomac. Grant tries to outflank General Robert E. Lee’s 52,000-man Army of Northern Virginia at the crossroads village of Spotsylvania Court House. Lee anticipates Grant’s move and gets there first. Lee’s men quickly throw up entrenchments, and bloody trench warfare ensues. On May 21 Grant decamps, again attempting to outflank Lee’s right. Estimates of losses in the Spotsylvania fighting vary widely, but one estimate has Union casualties totaling 14,267 men (14 percent of forces engaged). Lee’s losses are actually heavier in terms of percentage of men engaged: more than 10,000 (19 percent).

May 9, 1864

Battle of Cloyd’s Mountain. In southwestern Virginia, Union brigadier general George Crook advances with his 6,155-man Army of West Virginia. Operating in conjunction with another Union force under Brigadier General William W. Averell, Crook’s objective is destruction of the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad. Brigadier General Albert G. Jenkins commands Confederate area forces, having just assumed command of the Department of Western Virginia.

Jenkins, with some 2,400 men, elects to stand at Cloyd’s Mountain. Determining that the Confederate position is too strong for a frontal assault, Crook sends one of his three brigades in a flanking movement through woods on the Confederate right, with the other brigades mounting a frontal assault once the flanking attack is under way. Savage hand-to-hand combat ensues. Jenkins falls mortally wounded and is captured. Colonel John McCausland assumes command of the defenders and manages to extract most of them. The Union suffers 688 casualties (10 percent of Union strength); Southern losses are 538 men (23 percent of the force engaged). Crook is able to continue his mission and destroy several railroad bridges, including that over the New River, severing the only rail connection between Virginia and eastern Tennessee.

May 11, 1864

Overland Campaign (continued): Battle of Yellow Tavern. During the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864), Union major general Philip H. Sheridan’s 10,000-man Cavalry Corps raids south. At Yellow Tavern, about six miles above Richmond, Sheridan encounters 4,500 Confederate cavalry led by Major General J. E. B. Stuart. Sheridan drives the Confederates from the field. Stuart is mortally wounded. The Union suffers 625 casualties; Confederate losses are about 1,000, including 300 taken prisoner.

May 13–15, 1864

Atlanta Campaign (continued): Battle of Resaca. U.S. major general William T. Sherman’s three armies are confronted by Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee. On May 13, Union forces test the Confederate lines at Resaca. Heavy fighting occurs the next day, with the Union troops generally stymied except on the Confederate right, where Sherman nonetheless fails to press his advantage. Fighting continues into May 15 without result until Sherman deploys pontoon bridges and sends men across the Oostanaula River at Lay’s Ferry. Faced with another Union flanking movement, Johnston again withdraws early on May 16. In the battle the Union suffers 3,500 casualties, the Confederates 2,600.

May 14, 1864

Red River Campaign (continued): Escape of Porter’s squadron at Alexandria, Louisiana. Union rear admiral David D. Porter arrives with his remaining ships above Alexandria and discovers that the water level is too low to pass his ships over the rapids. Facing the destruction of his squadron, Porter is persuaded by Union Army engineer Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Bailey to build a coffer dam. Assisted by 3,500 Union troops and several hundred wagons, Bailey oversees construction of dams that raise the water level nearly seven feet and create a chute for the ships. Although the dams give way prematurely and have to be rebuilt, the scheme works, and Porter is able to pass all his remaining ships to safety by May 13. Union forces evacuate Alexandria the next day.

May 15, 1864

Battle of New Market. Union major general Franz Sigel, commander of the Department of West Virginia, is moving south in the Shenandoah Valley with 6,500 men. Confederate major general John C. Breckinridge assembles some 5,000 men, including 279 members of the Corps of Cadets of the Virginia Military Institute.

Battle is joined at New Market, 50 miles south of Winchester. Breckinridge is forced to commit the cadets, who had been held in reserve. Their charge turns the tide, and Sigel withdraws. There are 831 Union casualties and 577 Confederate casualties (57 of them cadets, a 20 percent casualty rate).

May 16, 1864

Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff. Union major general Benjamin Butler’s 39,000-man Army of the James had landed at Bermuda Hundred, north of City Point at the confluence of the James and Appomattox Rivers and only 15 miles south of Richmond. Not until May 12 does Butler begin to move his army toward Richmond, however. Union forces reach near Drewry’s Bluff, the last major Confederate defensive position on the James before Richmond, but Confederate commander General P. G. T. Beauregard has gathered sufficient reinforcements to meet Butler on more than equal terms, for Butler has with him only 16,000 men, and Beauregard has mustered 18,000.

On May 16 Beauregard launches a surprise attack against a weak point in the Union line near Drewry’s Bluff, winning an important victory. The Confederates suffer 2,506 casualties; Union losses are 4,160. Beauregard has saved Richmond and prevented Butler from linking up with the Union Army of the Potomac. Butler withdraws and constructs a defensive line between the James and Appomattox Rivers.

Beauregard strikes again on May 20 at Ware Bottom Church, but the Confederate attack is repulsed at a cost of 700 Confederate and 800 Union casualties. The Confederates now construct the Howlett Line, effectively bottling up Butler. The Army of the James remains inactive in Bermuda Hundred until the Army of the Potomac crosses the James River in mid-June.

May 17, 1863

Atlanta Campaign (continued): Battle of Adairsville. Union major general William T. Sherman, commanding three armies, continues his drive on Atlanta, Georgia, confronted by Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s Confederate Army of Tennessee. Following the Battle of Resaca (May 13–15, 1864), the two armies meet again at Adairsville, Georgia, just northeast of Rome. Skirmishes ensue, but the terrain proves unsuitable for a defensive stand, and Johnston is obliged to continue his withdrawal. The Union suffers some 200 casualties; Confederate losses are unknown.

May 23–26, 1864

Overland Campaign (continued): Battle of the North Anna River. The Union Army of the Potomac continues its drive on Richmond. Again, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant endeavors to move the Army of the Potomac around the right flank of Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, cutting it off from Richmond. Lee anticipates Grant’s move and establishes strong positions on the North Anna River on May 22, the day before Grant arrives. The ensuing battle is a series of small engagements. Grant suffers 1,973 casualties, Lee perhaps 2,017. Grant retains the strategic initiative, and on May 27 he again puts the Army of the Potomac in motion, moving eastward.

May 25–26, 1864

Atlanta Campaign (continued): Battle of New Hope Church. Major General William T. Sherman, commanding three armies, continues his drive on Atlanta, confronted by Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee. On May 19–20, Johnston withdraws to Allatoona Pass. Sherman realizes that any assault here will be costly, and he again seeks to outflank Johnston, proceeding around his left to move on Dallas. Anticipating Sherman’s move, Johnston shifts his army into Sherman’s path and establishes a new line at New Hope Church. Mistakenly believing that he is confronting only a small part of the Confederate army, Sherman orders Major General Joseph Hooker’s XX Corps to attack. Hooker drives the Confederates back until he encounters Johnson’s principal defensive line.

The terrain prevents Hooker from effectively coordinating his attacking divisions, and on May 25 they sustain severe casualties, especially from artillery fire. The next day both sides entrench, and skirmishing continues. Union losses in the battle are 1,665 to only 350 for the Confederates.

May 27, 1864

Atlanta Campaign (continued): Battle of Pickett’s Hill. Union major general William T. Sherman, commanding three armies, attacks the northern end of the defensive line of Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee at Pickett’s Mill in Paulding County on May 27, 1864. Sherman orders Major General Oliver O. Howard and his 14,500-man IV Corps to strike Johnston’s seemingly exposed right flank. The attack falls chiefly on Major General Patrick Cleburne’s division. The attackers are repulsed, suffering some 1,600 casualties to only 200 for the Confederates, but Sherman is now only 25 miles northeast of Atlanta.

May 28, 1864

Overland Campaign (continued): Battle of Haw’s Shop. Finding Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s position too strong, Union Army general in chief Ulysses S. Grant tries to outflank him to the east. A delay during Grant’s crossing of the Pamunkey River gives Lee time to again place his Army of Northern Virginia between Richmond and the Union Army of the Potomac.

In the Battle of Haw’s Shop in Hanover County, each side suffers about 300 casualties.

May 28–30, 1864

Overland Campaign (continued): Battle of Totopotomoy Creek. Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant continues his southeastward flanking movement. While the Army of the Potomac crosses the Pamunkey River without incident, Confederate general Robert E. Lee again moves faster than Grant expects, his Army of Northern Virginia taking up a strong defensive position along Totopotomoy Creek.

On May 29, Union forces dig in on the opposite bank of the Totopotomoy. Following cavalry engagements and minor infantry skirmishes during May 28–29, Grant orders a general advance on May 30. Although Union forces take some Confederate entrenchments, they are unable to advance farther, and a Confederate attack also fails. Once again Grant orders a flanking maneuver south, toward Cold Harbor. The battle claims 731 Union casualties; the Confederates lose 1,159.

May 31–June 12, 1864

Overland Campaign (continued): Battle of Cold Harbor. Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant slips eastward with the 108,000-man Army of the Potomac, again endeavoring to turn the right flank of General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Lee has been reinforced and now commands some 59,000 troops. He is able to fortify and entrench, and the result is a stinging rebuff to Grant in one of the bloodiest battles of the war.

On June 3 Grant hurls three corps against Lee in a frontal assault. Within a matter of minutes the Federals suffer some 7,000 casualties. Grant admits that this action is a major mistake. Total casualties at Cold Harbor are probably on the order of some 13,000 Union troops to 4,600 Confederates.

June 5, 1864

Battle of Piedmont. After the Battle of New Market (see May 15, 1864), Union major general David Hunter replaces Franz Sigel as commander of the Department of West Virginia. On May 26 Hunter again puts Union forces in motion south. His immediate goal is the Confederate railroad and logistics center of Staunton.

This rapid Union response following the Battle of New Market catches the Confederates by surprise, with most of their forces in the valley having recently been moved east to join the hard-pressed Army of Northern Virginia before Richmond. Only a small cavalry brigade under Brigadier General John D. Imboden and reserves remain to confront Hunter, and they can only impose delay.

Confederate general Robert E. Lee calls on Brigadier General William E. “Grumble” Jones, commanding the Department of Southwest Virginia and East Tennessee, who soon arrives at Mount Crawford with reinforcements and takes command from Imboden. Jones has some 5,600 men.

On June 5, Hunter moves south from Port Republic with some 8,500 men. His cavalry drives in Imboden’s far weaker force, and the Confederates fall back on Piedmont in Augusta County. Superior Union artillery systematically neutralizes most of the few Confederate guns. When Jones attempts a concentration of troops for a counterattack, the Federals exploit a gap in the Confederate line. Jones is killed. The Confederates sustain perhaps 1,600 casualties, the Union 863.

The next day, June 6, Hunter’s army enters Staunton, the first Union troops to accomplish this during the war.

June 6–18, 1864

Hunter’s movement to Lynchburg, Virginia, and the Battle of Lynchburg. Union forces under Major General David Hunter enter the important railroad center of Staunton on June 6. The next day his men destroy its rail facilities along with considerable public and much private property. On June 8, Hunter is joined by forces under Brigadier Generals William W. Averell and George Crook. Hunter now has 18,000 men and 30 guns. Resuming his movement south, Hunter enters Lexington on June 11. He tarries there for three days, burning the Virginia Military Institute and other property.

Not until June 17 does Hunter arrive at his objective, the key Confederate railroad, supply, and hospital center of Lynchburg. Hunter’s delayed advance and poor tactical decisions enable the Confederates to reinforce Lynchburg just in time with Lieutenant General Jubal Early’s II Corps of some 8,000 men. With perhaps 14,000 defenders, many of whom are poorly armed, Early mounts an elaborate deception, convincing Hunter that he has more men than is the case. Deep in Confederate territory, far from his own base, and with ammunition and supplies low, Hunter launches only a cautious attack on June 18. He abandons the effort the next day. Early pursues, and Hunter withdraws behind the Allegheny Mountains, leaving the Shenandoah Valley virtually empty of Union troops and leaving Washington, D.C., uncovered.

June 10, 1864

Battle of Brice’s Crossroads. Union major general William T. Sherman, driving on Atlanta with three armies, orders Brigadier General Samuel D. Sturgis to find and defeat Confederate cavalry under Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest. Sturgis departs Memphis with 8,100 cavalry and infantry and 22 guns manned by 400 artillerists. At Brice’s Crossroads, Mississippi, Forrest, outnumbered nearly 3 to 1 with only 3,000 men, holds the Union force in place and then carries out a brilliant double envelopment with an attack on the Union rear. Union forces panic. The Federals suffer 2,240 casualties (223 killed, 394 wounded, and 623 missing or captured) and lose 16 guns, 1,500 small arms, and 192 wagons, against Confederate casualties of only 39 killed and 396 wounded.

June 11–12, 1864

Overland Campaign (continued): Battle of Trevilian Station. U.S. general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant prepares to send the Army of the Potomac across the James River. Grant sends Major General Philip H. Sheridan with two divisions of his Cavalry Corps west into Louisa County to cut the Virginia Central Railroad and join with forces in the Shenandoah Valley, now commanded by Major General David Hunter.

Grant plans for the combined forces of Hunter and Sheridan to take the key Confederate rail center of Lynchburg and then join him at Richmond. Lee counters by sending his own cavalry commander, Major General Wade Hampton, and two cavalry divisions after Sheridan. Lee also dispatches Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early to Lynchburg to check Hunter.

During June 11–12, Sheridan and Hampton clash in a confused battle at Trevilian Station. Sheridan enjoys success on the first day, but the tables are turned on June 12 when dismounted Confederate cavalrymen turn back several determined dismounted Union attacks. Sheridan withdraws after destroying about six miles of the Virginia Central Railroad and never does link up with Hunter.

June 15, 1864

The U.S. Congress passes legislation providing equal pay for African American soldiers, who previously have been paid less than their white Union Army counterparts.

June 15, 1864–April 3, 1865

Petersburg Campaign. Following his failure to take Petersburg, Virginia, by assault, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant begins a siege of this important railhead south of Richmond. Grant steadily expands his siege lines, with entrenchments on both sides presaging those of the Western Front in World War I.

The 10-month-long siege is marked by regular shelling and occasional sorties and assaults; the most spectacular event is the Battle of the Crater (see July 30, 1864). Ultimately the Union entrenchments are supported by a 21-mile railroad line that links Grant’s besiegers to their base at City Point. Confederate troops and the civilians of Petersburg and Richmond increasingly suffer from dwindling stocks of food and supplies.

June 16–18, 1864

Overland Campaign (continued): Battle of Petersburg. Feinting an attack on Richmond, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant sends one corps of the Army of the Potomac across the James River by naval transport, and in a considerable engineering feat, the bulk of the Union troops cross the James from Windmill Point to Fort Powhatan on a 2,100-foot-long pontoon bridge erected by Union engineers in only eight hours on June 14. Confederate Army of Northern Virginia commander General Robert E. Lee still expects a Union thrust on the site of the former Seven Days’ Campaign battlefield. Grant orders Major General Benjamin F. Butler and his 39,000-man Army of the James at Bermuda Hundred to capture the important railhead of Petersburg, eight miles distant and then only lightly held. Butler fails in two separate attempts, stymied by his own inept generalship and the effective response of Confederate general P. G. T. Beauregard, who commits all available resources to its defense. With the Army of the Potomac now arriving, Grant orders the offensive renewed.

Lee, now fully aware of the situation, hurries to meet the Union troops. On June 18 Grant sends 65,000 men against the Petersburg entrenchments, now fully manned by Lee’s 40,000 veterans. The Union troops are rebuffed, and Grant begins siege operations. The three-day Battle of Petersburg claims 8,150 Union and 4,752 Confederate casualties.

June 19, 1864

Battle between USS Kearsarge and CSS Alabama. Captain Raphael Semmes has sailed the Confederate commerce raider Alabama to Cherbourg, France. The most successful Confederate commerce raider of the war, the Alabama has sent to the bottom a Union warship (the Hatteras) and taken 62 Union prizes, most of them burned, but has been at sea for nearly two years and is now in need of repairs.

Informed of the Alabama’s arrival, Captain John A. Winslow of the U.S. Navy screw sloop Kearsarge takes up station off the French port. Semmes decides to fight. On paper the two ships appear evenly matched, but Winslow enjoys the advantages of a freshly serviced ship, superior speed, and better protection. In an engagement lasting about an hour off the French coast, the Kearsarge sinks the Alabama. The Alabama sustains 21 killed (12 drowned) and 70 prisoners (20 wounded); the Kearsarge has 3 men wounded (1 mortally). Semmes is among those Confederates who escape capture, taken aboard a British yacht.

June 21–23, 1864

Petersburg Campaign (continued): Weldon Railroad operations. Having begun the Petersburg Campaign, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant moves to sever the railroad lines connecting Petersburg and Richmond to the south and west. The first operation is against the Weldon Railroad connecting with North Carolina. Grant commits Major General David Birney’s II Corps, Major General Horatio G. Wright’s VI Corps, and a cavalry division.

Confederate lieutenant general A. P. Hill takes advantage of a gap between the two Union corps to attack the exposed flank of II Corps. In the wide-ranging Battle of Jerusalem Plank Road (June 21–23, 1864), also known as the First Battle of Weldon Railroad, the Union infantry and cavalry fail to secure the rail line and suffer 2,962 casualties, including some 1,600 prisoners; Confederate losses are 572.

June 27, 1864

Atlanta Campaign (continued): Battle of Kennesaw Mountain. Seven weeks into the Atlanta Campaign, Union major general William T. Sherman has employed the same tactic of slipping around the left flank of Confederate commander General Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee. Impatient with flanking maneuvers and discovering his opponent dug in on high ground about two miles northwest of Marietta, Georgia, Sherman decides on a frontal assault.

In the ensuing Battle of Kennesaw Mountain, Confederate rifle and artillery fire turns back two desperate Union assaults, with the Union suffering some 3,000 casualties and the Confederates only 750. Sherman then carries out another flanking movement around the Confederate left.

June 28, 1864

Arlington National Cemetery is established on 624 acres that were formerly the estate of the family of Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s wife Mary Anna Custis Lee, a great-granddaughter of Martha Washington.

June 28–July 8, 1864

Beginning of Early’s Washington Raid and occupation of Frederick, Maryland. With the Shenandoah Valley virtually empty of Union troops and with Washington, D.C., uncovered, Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early and his II Corps of some 13,000 men move north from Staunton, Virginia, hoping to force Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant to detach forces from his Petersburg Campaign in order to defend the federal capital. Early crosses the Potomac River into Maryland on July 5. After driving off Union cavalry on July 7 and 8, he occupies Frederick and exacts ransoms from Frederick and Hagerstown.

July 9, 1864

Early’s Washington Raid (continued): Battle of Monocacy. East of Frederick, Maryland, Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s II Corps encounters a scratch Union force of 5,800 men under Major General Lew Wallace along the Monocacy River. Although outnumbered more than 2 to 1, Wallace resists Confederate attacks for most of the day, purchasing valuable time for the manning of the Washington defenses. Union casualties total 1,294; the Confederates lose 700–900 men.

July 11–12, 1864

Early’s Washington Raid (continued): Early tests the Washington defenses. Heat, exhaustion, and Union troops exact a toll on Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early’s II Corps advancing on Washington, D.C. On July 11 the Confederates reach Fort Stevens, part of the defensive belt protecting Washington. In this first major military threat to the U.S. capital since 1814, federal authorities issue arms to some 20,000 citizens to assist in the defense.

Lieutenant General Early is too late, for Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant has rushed north his VI Corps from the Petersburg Campaign. On July 12 Early probes the Union’s Washington defenses, at a cost of 400 casualties. Judging the defenses too strong, he retires. Although burdened by booty and captured supplies, Early’s men rebuff the inept Union pursuit and return to the Shenandoah Valley.

July 14–15, 1864

Battle of Tupelo. On the orders of Union major general William T. Sherman, on July 5 Major General Andrew J. Smith leads 14,200 Union infantry and cavalry against Major General Nathan B. Forrest’s 6,000 Confederate cavalry in northern Mississippi, who have been striking Union supply lines. Confederate lieutenant general Stephen D. Lee orders Forrest not to attack Smith until he can reinforce with 2,000 men, whereupon Lee assumes command.

Having located the Union line on July 13, Lee orders an attack the next day. In the Battle of Tupelo (Harrisburg) the Confederates mount several uncoordinated assaults, all of which fail. Smith then counterattacks and probably would have destroyed the Confederates, but he breaks off the attack because of a shortage of rations and withdraws on July 15. The Confederates lose 1,300 men (including Forrest, who is wounded) as opposed to only 674 for the Union.

July 17, 1864

Atlanta Campaign (continued): Johnston is relieved of command. Surprised to find Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee drawn up on the north bank of the Chattahoochee River rather than south of that stream, U.S. major general William T. Sherman again moves quickly with his three armies to outflank Johnston, sending his men across the river and turning the Confederate left. Johnston falls back on Peachtree Creek, just north of Atlanta.

On July 17, though, after Johnston has waged a defensive campaign that has restricted Sherman’s advance to only about a mile a day, he has given no reassurance that he will defend Atlanta. In fact, Johnston appears prepared for another retreat, which is unacceptable to Confederate president Jefferson Davis, who replaces him in command of the Army of Tennessee with the impulsive and aggressive corps commander General John Bell Hood.

July 20, 1864

Atlanta Campaign (continued): Battle of Peachtree Creek. New commander of the Confederate Army of Tennessee General John B. Hood plans to attack piecemeal Major General William T. Sherman’s armies advancing on Atlanta. The first attack falls on Major General George H. Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland.

In the Battle of Peachtree Creek, about three miles north of Atlanta, stubborn Union resistance and the uncoordinated nature of the Confederate attacks give the Union a victory. The Confederates sustain 4,796 casualties of 19,000 engaged; the Union suffers only 1,779 casualties of 20,000 engaged. The Union advance on Atlanta continues, and Hood is forced to withdraw into the city’s defenses.

July 22, 1864

Atlanta Campaign (continued): Battle of Atlanta. Despite his defeat at Peachtree Creek, Confederate commander of the Army of Tennessee General John B. Hood is determined to try again. He plans a sortie from the Atlanta defenses against investing Union forces under Major General William T. Sherman. Hood’s plan is a bold one. While Lieutenant General Alexander P. Stewart occupies Union forces north and northeast of Atlanta, Hood will send two corps under Lieutenant General William J. Hardee and Major General Benjamin F. Cheatham to attack the left flank of Sherman’s armies: Major General James B. McPherson’s Army of the Tennessee moving westward to Atlanta from Decatur.

The Confederates achieve surprise and enjoy initial success, but the Union troops rally and, despite McPherson’s death in the battle (the sole Union Army commander to be killed in action in the war), repel the Confederates. The attack costs the Confederates some 8,000 casualties; Union losses are 3,722.

July 24, 1864

Second Battle of Kernstown. Following his raid on Washington, D.C., Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early had escaped with his II Corps to the Shenandoah Valley virtually unscathed. Union brigadier general George Crook with some 8,500 men (including 1,500 cavalry) occupies Winchester in the northern part of the valley. Following a cavalry skirmish on July 23, the next day Early advances against Crook. The ensuing Second Battle of Kernstown is at a draw until Confederate major general John C. Breckinridge’s division manages to enfilade the Union left flank.

The Union retreat becomes a rout, with the loss of much of the baggage train. Union forces sustain 1,185 casualties (including 479 prisoners); Early’s losses are only some 200. Two weeks later, Major General Philip Sheridan assumes command of the new Army of the Shenandoah (Middle Military Division), formed specifically to defeat Early.

July 26–September 10, 1864

Atlanta Campaign (continued): Union and Confederate cavalry raids. Union forces under Major General William T. Sherman are closing in on Atlanta. Finding it too strongly fortified and too extensive to invest, Sherman decides to send cavalry both east and west of the city to destroy Confederate lines of communication, forcing the Confederates to abandon the city. Major General George Stoneman, with three brigades of some 6,500 men is to proceed east of Atlanta, while Brigadier General Edward M. McCook and 3,500 men move west of the city. They are to join forces at Lovejoy’s Station, then cut the Macon & Western Railroad, the major rail link supplying Army of Tennessee commander General John B. Hood’s forces at Atlanta. Sherman also authorizes Stoneman, on the latter’s request, to proceed farther south to release some 30,000 Union prisoners of war being held at Macon and Andersonville but on condition that the rail connection is severed first.

Stoneman sets out on July 26 but ignores orders and heads for Macon first. On July 27 he detaches Brigadier General Kenner Garrard’s division, sending him to Flat Rock to protect his rear. Stoneman crosses the Ocmulgee River near Covington and heads toward Macon. As a consequence of Stoneman’s decision, Confederate major general Joseph Wheeler is able to employ his 10,000 cavalry to defeat each of what are now three Union columns. On July 28 Wheeler’s men rout Garrard’s division.

On July 30, meanwhile, part of Stoneman’s command wrecks railway facilities at Griswold Station, destroying 17 locomotives and more than 100 cars as well as a long railroad bridge over the Oconee. At Macon, Stoneman is turned back by strongly entrenched Georgia militiamen, however. Attempting to withdraw early on July 31, he is brought to bay at Sunshine Church 19 miles northeast of Macon by 1,300 Confederate cavalry under Brigadier General Alfred Iverson Jr. Tricked into believing that he is surrounded by a superior force, Stoneman covers the escape northward of two of his brigades, then surrenders with about 700 men. (Stoneman thus has the distinction of being the highest-ranking Union officer taken by the Confederates in the war.)

McCook, meanwhile, crosses the Chattahoochee River below Campbelltown on his pontoon bridge, then marches to Lovejoy’s Station. With no sign of Stoneman, McCook tears up two miles of track, burns two trains of cars, and cuts five miles of telegraph lines. He also comes across a Confederate wagon train, burning 500 wagons and killing 800 mules as well as capturing 422 Confederates. On July 30, however, near Newnan he is surrounded by Confederate cavalry and infantry and forced to abandon his prisoners and fight his way out. McCook loses about 600 men killed or captured before he and the remainder of his men return to Turner’s Ferry.

The Confederates quickly repair the damage inflicted. Sherman’s cavalry has failed in its mission and has lost some 2,000 men, boosting the morale of the Atlanta defenders. The raid also reinforces Sherman’s already low opinion of cavalry.

Hood then dispatches Wheeler’s cavalry on a monthlong raid (August 10–September 10) against Union supply lines. This action fails to deter Sherman, however.

July 27–29, 1864

Petersburg Campaign (continued): First Battle of Deep Bottom. U.S. Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant sends Major General Winfield Scott Hancock and II Corps of the Army of the Potomac and two divisions of Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Cavalry Corps across the James River at Deep Bottom by pontoon bridge. Brigadier General Robert S. Foster’s division of X Corps of the Army of the James had previously crossed the river just upstream on a pontoon bridge and secured a bridgehead on the north side of the river.

Grant’s plan calls for Sheridan and Hancock to pass through Foster’s bridgehead. Hancock is to pin the Confederates at Chaffin’s Bluff in order to prevent reinforcements from opposing Sheridan’s cavalry in a drive on Richmond. Grant hopes that Sheridan can take Richmond but believes it more likely that he will be able to ride around the capital city and cut the Virginia Central Railroad supplying it from the west. Grant expects to draw off some Confederate forces defending Petersburg in advance of a Union attack there, to be preceded by the explosion of a large mine under the Confederate lines.

Union forces begin crossing the James early on July 27. In the ensuing First Battle of Deep Bottom, Hancock’s men initially break through the Confederate lines on New Market Road, taking four guns and moving toward Long Bridge Road. A Confederate counterattack, however, holds Hancock east of Deep Bottom Run. Confusion in the Confederate command prevents coordinated action.

Sheridan drives northward with his cavalry divisions. Supported by a cavalry division from the Army of the James, Sheridan probes the Richmond defenses but is unable to advance farther, as the Confederates have been strengthened by the arrival of Major General Henry Heth’s division.

Grant orders an envelopment of the Confederate right flank the next day to spring Sheridan’s cavalry. Before this can occur, early on July 28 Major General Joseph Kershaw’s division attacks Sheridan’s dismounted troopers. They repel the assault and then counterattack with their repeating rifles, capturing some 300 Confederates, but the latter re-form and block the cavalrymen on New Market Road, causing Sheridan’s raid to be aborted.

On July 29, Union forces recross the river, ending the battle. Confederate commander General Robert E. Lee’s swift action has probably saved Richmond. While Union forces have failed to achieve their principal objectives, they have drawn off some Confederates from the Petersburg lines prior to the Battle of the Crater. Union losses in the battle are 486; the Confederates lose 679.

July 28, 1864

Atlanta Campaign (continued): Battle of Ezra Church. Lacking the strength to bring Atlanta under effective siege and blocked by defending Confederate forces north and east of the city, U.S. major general William T. Sherman moves his army group west to destroy railroads into the city. Sherman transfers Major General Oliver O. Howard’s Army of the Tennessee to his right wing and orders it to cut the rail line to the southwest.

Informed of Howard’s move, General John Bell Hood, commanding the Confederate Army of Tennessee, guesses Sherman’s intent and sends two corps under Lieutenant Generals Stephen D. Lee and Alexander P. Stewart to intercept. Howard is prepared, and the Confederates run into Major John A. Logan’s barricaded XV Corps defending against a flank attack from the east. The Southern charge is turned back with frightful cost: some 3,000 Confederate casualties against only 562 Union casualties.

Although Hood keeps open his only rail line into Atlanta, the Battle of Ezra Church ends the possibility of Southern offensive operations against Sherman.

July 30, 1864

Burning of Chambersburg. Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early orders Brigadier General John McCausland and 2,800 cavalry to raid Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Early instructs McCausland to demand $100,000 in gold or $500,000 in U.S. currency as compensation for property destroyed during Union major general David Hunter’s May–June Lynchburg Campaign. Failing this, Chambersburg is to be burned. Early had employed the same technique during his Washington, D.C., raid.

On July 30 when the town leaders refuse to pay, McCausland orders Chambersburg torched. As many as 550 buildings are burned, with damage estimated at more than $1.6 million. McCausland and Early defend this as a legitimate act of war, but the raid hardens Union attitudes and brings further Union destruction in the Shenandoah Valley.

July 30, 1864

Petersburg Campaign (continued): Battle of the Crater. With the Union siege apparently stymied, Lieutenant Colonel Henry Pleasants, a mining engineer before the war, secures approval to tunnel under the Confederate lines with the intention of exploding a large mine under a fort known as Elliott’s Salient, after which Union troops will rush the resultant gap in an effort to take Petersburg and end the siege.

Pleasants’ regiment, chiefly consisting of Pennsylvania coal miners, digs a 511-foot tunnel 50 feet under the Confederate lines in Union major general Ambrose E. Burnside’s IX Corps sector as a division of United States Colored Troops (USCT), commanded by Brigadier General Edward Ferrero, trains for the assault. Its two brigades are to move to either side of the crater and be followed by Burnside’s other two divisions in an effort to take Petersburg itself. The day before the attack, however, Army of the Potomac commander Major General George G. Meade, who fears adverse publicity in the North were the attack to fail with heavy African American casualties, orders Burnside not to employ Ferrero’s division as the lead element.

At 4:45 a.m. on July 30, 1864, the Union troops detonate the mine, containing four tons of gunpowder. The blast creates a huge crater 170 feet long, 68–80 feet wide, and 30 feet deep. Some 250–350 Confederates are killed outright.

Brigadier General James H. Ledlie’s untrained white division leads the assault, but the attackers delay for 10 minutes before leaving their entrenchments. No footbridges or scaling ladders have been prepared, and rather than moving around the crater, they see it as cover and move into it. As masses of Union troops struggle to extricate themselves, Confederate brigadier general William Mahone rallies the defenders, who shoot down the attackers. Burnside then commits Ferraro’s division to the battle. All efforts to push beyond the crater are turned back. For several hours the Confederates, aided by artillery, slaughter the Union troops before the battle ends.

The Union sustains 3,798 casualties (504 killed, 1,881 wounded, and 1,413 missing or captured) of some 16,500 engaged, while the Confederates sustain only 1,491 casualties (361 killed, 727 wounded, and 403 missing or captured, including those in the initial blast) of some 9,500 engaged. The siege continues.

August 5, 1864

Battle of Mobile Bay. Mobile Bay and the port of Mobile, Alabama, are vital to the Confederate war effort. In June 1864 Major General Edward R. S. Canby, having replaced inept Major General Nathaniel P. Banks as commander of the U.S. Division of West Mississippi, meets with Rear Admiral David G. Farragut aboard the screw sloop Hartford (24 guns) off Mobile Bay. They develop a plan in which Farragut’s ships will run past the forts guarding the mouth of the bay and destroy the Confederate squadron in the bay itself. After this, a joint army-navy assault will secure Forts Morgan and Gaines. Union land forces would then advance on Mobile from Pascagoula, while the navy secures Fort Powell at Grant’s Pass in the Mississippi Sound. Canby commits 20,000 men to the operation. Meanwhile, Farragut awaits the arrival of ironclads, which he deems essential.

These plans are shelved when Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant orders Canby to send 20,000 men east to assist in his Overland Campaign against Richmond. On July 9, however, Canby again meets with Farragut and offers to make available perhaps 4,000 men to operate against the Confederate forts. This force, while insufficient to take Mobile, will enable Farragut to proceed with operations to secure Mobile Bay.

Shortly after 6:00 a.m. on August 5, Farragut leads 18 ships, including 4 ironclad monitors, across the bar and into Mobile Bay. Four monitors form a column to the right of another column of wooden ships to mask them from the Confederate Fort Morgan, which mounts 40 heavy guns and controls entrance to the bay from the east. Farragut orders his 7 smallest wooden ships lashed to the port sides of the larger wooden screw steamers for additional protection. Shortly before 7:00 a.m., the lead Union ironclad, the Tecumseh (2 guns), opens fire at Fort Morgan, and the engagement becomes general. Rear Admiral Franklin Buchanan, in command of the small Confederate squadron, moves to attack the advancing Union ships. Buchanan has the powerful ironclad ram Tennessee and the small gunboats Gaines, Morgan, and Selma.

Captain Tunis A. Craven, commander of the Tecumseh, makes right for the Tennessee, but the Union monitor strikes a torpedo (mine) and sinks in only half a minute, with the loss of Craven and 92 of its crew (21 men are saved). This halts the Union squadron in front of the guns of Fort Morgan. Lashed in the rigging of the Hartford, sees the sloop Brooklyn (26 guns) in front slows and then reverses engines. The Union ships begin to bunch up as Fort Morgan continues to fire on them.

Farragut chooses to risk additional mines with his own ship and orders the Hartford to pass the Brooklyn. As he does so, Farragut shouts, “What’s the trouble?” “Torpedoes” is the reply. “Damn the torpedoes,” Farragut yells. He then orders his ship to get up speed; finally, he calls to the captain of the gunboat lashed to the side of the Hartford: “Go ahead, Jouett, full speed!” Farragut’s words pass into history as “Damn the torpedoes; full speed ahead.”

Although primers go off beneath the Hartford, none of the remaining Confederate mines explode. Some of the Union warships are damaged by Confederate shore fire, but all pass safely into the bay and beyond the range of the fort’s guns.

Buchanan orders the Tennessee to attack the Hartford, but the Tennessee does not have sufficient speed up to ram, although it does inflict damage and casualties in the squadron. Farragut orders his smaller ships cut free to attack the Confederate gunboats. The Selma surrenders, the Gaines is sunk, and the Morgan escapes to Mobile.

The Tennessee gains the protection of Fort Morgan. Rather than wait to be attacked, however, at 9:00 a.m. Buchanan brings his flagship back into action alone against the entire Union squadron. With five guns, the Tennessee faces 157 Union guns. Buchanan hopes to inflict what damage he can, return to Fort Morgan, and there ground the ship as a stationary battery. After ineffectual attempts on both sides to ram, the Tennessee is surrounded and pummeled by the Union guns. With his ship dead in the water, his ammunition nearly expended, and himself wounded, Buchanan surrenders.

The Battle of Mobile Bay is the bloodiest naval engagement of the war and costs the Union side 145 killed and 170 wounded. Many of Farragut’s wooden ships are heavily damaged, but only one is lost, a supply vessel hit by fire from Fort Morgan as it attempted to follow the fleet into the bay. The Confederates lose 12 killed and 20 wounded and the crews of the Tennessee and Selma captured. On August 8, Canby’s troops take Fort Gaines and its 27 guns. Following two weeks of bombardment in which the Tennessee, now recommissioned as a U.S. Navy warship of the same name, participates, Fort Morgan finally surrenders on August 23.

For all practical purposes, the Battle of Mobile Bay ends Confederate blockade-running in the Gulf of Mexico and also helps ensure the reelection of President Abraham Lincoln. Mobile, located 30 miles from the Gulf of Mexico, is not taken until April 1865, in a joint army-navy operation.

August 6–23, 1864

The Confederate steamer Tallahassee under Commander John Taylor Wood escapes from Wilmington, North Carolina, and in one of the most destructive commerce raiding cruises of the war takes 31 prizes before again passing through the blockade to Wilmington.

August 7, 1864

Sheridan takes command in the Shenandoah Valley. Realizing the vulnerability of Washington, D.C., as long as Confederate forces under Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early remain in the Shenandoah Valley, on this date Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant secretly withdraws VI and XIX Corps from the defense of Washington and concentrates them near Harpers Ferry. They are organized along with a large cavalry corps and two divisions from the Army of West Virginia as the Army of the Shenandoah under Major General Philip H. Sheridan, commander of the new Middle Military Division. Grant orders Sheridan to move south, defeat Early, and destroy any supplies that might be of use to the Confederate Army, to the point that “crows flying over it … will have to carry their own provider.”

August 14–20, 1864

Petersburg Campaign (continued): Second Battle of Deep Bottom. Confederate general Robert E. Lee has dispatched Major General Joseph B. Kershaw’s infantry division of Lieutenant General Richard H. Anderson’s corps and the cavalry division under Major General Fitzhugh Lee to Culpeper, Virginia, to operate against Major General Philip Sheridan’s newly created Army of the Shenandoah yet be able to return to defend Richmond or Petersburg if needed.

Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant learns of this movement and falsely assumes that Anderson’s entire corps has been moved. Grant decides to again send a force across the pontoon bridge at Deep Bottom southeast of Richmond, where Union forces had crossed to the north shore of the James River on a pontoon bridge and established a bridgehead. Grant seeks to take Richmond or at least weaken Confederate forces defending Petersburg.

Grant commits 28,000 men, commanded by Major General Winfield S. Hancock. On the night of August 13–14, II and X Corps cross the James at Deep Bottom. On August 14, X Corps advances on New Market Heights, while II Corps extends Union lines along Bailey’s Creek. That night Union forces are shifted to the Union right flank near Fussell’s Mill. The ensuing Union assault on August 16 here enjoys initial success but is arrested by Confederate counterattacks. Following additional skirmishing, the Federals withdraw across the James on the night of August 30. The battle claims 2,890 Union and 1,500 Confederate casualties.

August 18–21, 1864

Petersburg Campaign (continued): Weldon Railroad operations (continued): Battle of Globe Tavern. In an effort to draw off Confederate resources from the Shenandoah Valley, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant again orders operations against the Weldon Railroad and other Confederate rail lines north of the James River. Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps carries out the attack against Confederate forces commanded by Lieutenant General A. P. Hill early on August 18.

In the ensuing Battle of Globe Tavern (August 18–21), also known as the Second Battle of the Weldon Railroad, both sides reinforce. The Union suffers 4,455 casualties of 20,289 men engaged; the Confederates sustain only 1,619 casualties of some 14,000 men engaged. The fighting ends with Union troops controlling only a portion of the Weldon line, but Grant has cut this vital Confederate supply link.

August 21, 1864

Forrest attacks Memphis. At 4:00 a.m. on this day, Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest leads three brigades of Confederate cavalry against Memphis, Tennessee. Forrest had set out from Oxford, Mississippi, with 2,000 men but has lost perhaps a third of his force due to exhausted mounts. His goal is not to take Memphis, held by 6,000 Federals under Major General C. C. Washburn, but instead to capture the senior Union commanders, free Confederate prisoners held in Irving Block Prison, and force the recall of Union troops from northern Mississippi.

Surprise is essential. Taking advantage of heavy fog, the Confederates neutralize Union sentries and enter the city. They withdraw some two hours later with prisoners, captured horses, and significant quantities of supplies. The total Union loss is 15 killed, 65 wounded, and 116 captured or missing. Forrest places his own losses at 20 killed or wounded. The raid does bring the recall of Union forces from northern Mississippi to defend Memphis.

August 25, 1864

Petersburg Campaign (continued): Second Battle of Reams Station. With troops of Union major general. S. Hancock’s II Corps destroying sections of the Weldon Railroad, the vital supply link for General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia at Petersburg, Virginia, Lee orders Lieutenant General A. P. Hill to challenge Hancock. In the battle, some 8,000–10,000 Confederates attack 9,000 Union troops. The Confederates put Major General John Gibbon’s division to flight and drive the Union troops from Reams Station. Still, a considerable amount of railroad track has been destroyed, causing further difficulties for Lee’s troops in the Richmond-Petersburg area. Union casualties total 2,747, while the Confederates sustain 814 casualties.

August 31–September 1, 1864

Atlanta Campaign (continued): Battle of Jonesboro. Leaving a corps to protect his lines of communication, western theater commander Major General William T. Sherman moves his three armies south of Atlanta to cut the main rail lines supplying the city from that direction. Commander of the Confederate Army of Tennessee General John B. Hood sends half of his army under Lieutenant General William J. Hardee to block Sherman at Jonesboro. Hardee assaults the Union troops on August 31.

The Confederates attack piecemeal and are thrown back with staggering losses. The entrenched Union troops lose just 178 men; the Confederates sustain nearly 2,000 casualties.

The next day, September 1, Sherman attacks Hardee. The Union attacks are poorly coordinated, and the Confederates hold. Union casualties are 1,274 of 20,460 engaged; the Confederates lose 911 of 12,661 engaged. Despite this rebuff, the Union troops have severed the rail line. Hardee must abandon his position, and Hood must withdraw from Atlanta.

September 1–October 1864

Confederate invasion of Missouri. On September 1, some 13,000 Confederates under Major General Sterling Price invade Missouri from Arkansas. Driving on St. Louis, Price finds it too well defended and turns toward Kansas City. He defeats Union forces under Major General James G. Blunt at Lexington, Missouri, on October 19 and at Independence on October 22.

September 2, 1864

Atlanta Campaign (continued): Union troops occupy Atlanta. With rail connections to Atlanta, Georgia, having been severed by Union forces, on the night of September 1 Confederate general John Bell Hood, commanding the Army of Tennessee, orders all supplies that cannot be removed burned and evacuates Atlanta. The next morning Union major general William T. Sherman’s forces take possession. Sherman’s victory brings rejoicing in the North and buoys President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection prospects. Many in the South now realize that defeat is inevitable.

In the May 5–September 2, 1864, 100-mile-long drive from Chattanooga, Union forces suffer 31,687 casualties (4,423 dead, 22,822 wounded, and 4,442 missing or captured). Confederate losses are 34,979 (3,044 killed, 18,952 wounded, and 12,983 missing or captured).

September 2–October 1864

Maneuvers around Atlanta. Union western theater commander Major General William T. Sherman, having made Atlanta his chief base, finds it difficult to come to grips with Confederate forces around the city. His 400-mile-long supply line to Nashville is harassed by Confederate cavalry under Major Generals Joseph Wheeler and Nathan Bedford Forrest, and Sherman must also deal with a major operation by Confederate commander of the Army of Tennessee General John B. Hood.

September 7, 1864

Union major general William T. Sherman establishes his headquarters in Atlanta and issues Special Order No. 67, requiring the evacuation of the city by all civilians. Sherman asserts that a hostile civilian population would not only impede military activities but would also unnecessarily burden the Union army.

September 19, 1864

Third Battle of Winchester. Union major general Philip H. Sheridan, commanding the Army of the Shenandoah, moves into the Shenandoah Valley to engage Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early’s Army of the Valley. Sheridan commands 39,200 men; Early has only about 21,000. The Confederate forces are also widely dispersed in a defensive line extending from Winchester, Virginia, to Martinsburg, West Virginia. Sheridan moves against Winchester, the scene of two previous Union defeats.

The Third Battle of Winchester (Opequon Creek) begins before noon with a Union frontal assault on Early’s entrenched men. The Confederates halt the attack and then drive into a gap between the Union VI and XIX Corps. Union reinforcements halt the Confederate counterattack, with a late cavalry charge crumbling Early’s line.

Early withdraws, and Sheridan takes Winchester, but his army has suffered 5,020 casualties, the Confederates only 3,610. Early continues to resist Sheridan’s advance into the valley.

September 22, 1864

Battle of Fisher’s Hill. Union major general Philip H. Sheridan and his Army of the Shenandoah continue their pursuit of Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early’s Army of the Valley. On September 22 Sheridan attacks Early at Fisher’s Hill, Virginia, 21 miles south of Winchester. With fewer than 9,000 men, Early is outnumbered at least 3 to 1 and is unable to fully defend the span of the Shenandoah Valley.

Sheridan sends two divisions under Brigadier General George Crook around and behind Early’s left. By 4:00 p.m. they are perpendicular to Early’s left and attack, immediately rolling up the Confederate left. Sheridan’s other forces then assault the center of the Confederate line, forcing Early into a hasty withdrawal toward Woodstock. Darkness saves the bulk of Early’s force. The Union forces suffer 456 casualties, the Confederates some 1,250, along with the loss of 14 guns. Early is forced back to Waynesboro. Sheridan now institutes the Burning, a 13-day campaign that destroys much of the Shenandoah Valley’s agricultural assets.

September 27, 1864

Centralia Massacre. William “Bloody Bill” Anderson leads some 80 Confederate guerrillas, some dressed in stolen Union Army uniforms, in an attack on Centralia, Missouri. They plunder the town, rob civilians of their possessions, and also capture a train and its 125 passengers, 23 of whom are unarmed Union Army musicians. The guerrillas order the soldiers to strip off their uniforms and then summarily execute all but 1 of them, a sergeant, whom Anderson plans to exchange. That afternoon Union major A. V. E. Johnson arrives in Centralia with 155 recruits of the newly formed 39th Missouri Infantry Regiment (mounted). Despite warnings by the townspeople, Johnson pursues the guerrillas. Johnson insists on fighting the guerrillas on foot, and Anderson then orders a mounted charge. The soldiers, armed with muzzle-loading rifles, are no match for the guerrillas, who have revolvers and kill Johnson and 122 of his men.

September 29–30, 1864

Petersburg Campaign (continued): Battle of Chaffin’s Farm and New Market Heights. U.S. general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant plans semisimultaneous attacks against both flanks of Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Major General Benjamin Butler is to attack to the east at Chaffin’s Farm with his 35,000-man Army of the James (X and XVIII Corps and a cavalry division). Grant anticipates that this will force Lee to shift resources to defend north of the James River, enabling Grant to strike the western end of the Confederate line. Grant hopes to at least take advantage of Lee’s weakened line to secure the Southside Railroad, a critical supply line into Petersburg.

Butler is not content with drawing off Lee’s troops from Petersburg and wants to take Richmond. Before dawn on September 29, two divisions of Major General Edward O. C. Ord’s XVIII Corps on Butler’s left are to throw a pontoon bridge across the James for a surprise crossing at Aiken’s Landing and then move up the Varina Road to capture Confederate Fort Harrison, the strongest point in the Confederate line. Ord is then to wheel west and destroy the Confederate bridges at and above Chaffin’s Bluff and advance on the Osborn Turnpike to Richmond.

Simultaneously, Butler’s right wing of Major General William Birney’s X Corps plus Brigadier General Charles J. Paine’s 3rd Division of U.S. Colored Troops (USCTs) are to cross the James River on the original pontoon bridge at Deep Bottom, then take New Market Heights and head for Richmond on the New Market Road. Finally, Brigadier General August V. Kautz’s cavalry division will move to the Darbytown Road and, once New Market Heights is cleared, ride against the Confederate capital.

The Army of the James has the largest concentration of USCTs of any Union army, and Butler is anxious to prove their worth. Although he hopes to catch the Confederates by surprise, it is impossible to conceal the movements of so many men, and early on September 29 the well-entrenched Confederate defenders are ready. New Market Heights is held by some 2,000 veteran troops under Brigadier General John Gregg.

Although the initial Union assault by the USCTs is repulsed, Birney reinforces and attacks again and in desperate fighting takes New Market Heights. Meanwhile, Ord’s XVIII Corps has been successful to the west, capturing Fort Harrison. News of its fall, however, leads Gregg to reinforce the defenses along the Varina Road between Forts Harrison and Gilmer.

There can be no doubt as to the bravery of the African American troops, who have suffered devastating losses in the fighting for New Market Heights. Butler has firmly established the worth of black troops. (His subsequent effort to secure commissions for some of the African American noncommissioned officers is denied, however.)

Following the initial Union successes at New Market Heights and Fort Harrison, Lee personally accompanies 10,000 Confederates under Major General Charles Field north from Petersburg. On September 30 he orders a counterattack against Fort Barham (the former Fort Harrison), but the Union defenders repel four poorly coordinated Confederate attacks. The Confederates then erect a new line of works cutting off the captured forts. In the fighting, the Union suffers 3,372 casualties; Confederate losses are some 2,000.

September 30–October 2, 1864

Petersburg Campaign (continued): Battle of Peebles’ Farm. At the same time that Major General Benjamin Butler’s Army of the James attacks the eastern flank of Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant plans to attack the presumed weakened western end of the Confederate line, employing Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps and Brigadier General David M. Gregg’s cavalry division, supported by units of II and IX Corps. Grant hopes to relieve Confederate pressure on Fort Harrison, which Butler has captured and is holding against Lee’s counterattack, but primarily to secure the key Southside Railroad supplying Lee at Petersburg.

Warren’s attack is directed against the Confederate fortifications guarding the Boydton Plank Road, which carries supplies into Petersburg from the Confederate railhead at Stony Creek and which the Confederates seek to extend. Grant is correct in his assumption that Lee has taken forces from this part of his line for a counterattack on Fort Harrison this same day.

Union troops quickly capture Fort Archer on the extreme Confederate flank and breach the Confederate defensive line, but late in the afternoon Confederate major general Henry Heth mounts a counterattack, routing IX Corps and forcing the surrender of one of its brigades. Warren rallies the rest of IX Corps, checking Heth’s advance and another attack the next day, October 1. The Union troops also repel a cavalry attack led by Major General Wade Hampton. On October 2, Brigadier General Gershom Mott’s division of II Corps reinforces the Union line and attacks in an effort to secure the Boydton Plank Road. The assault takes Confederate Fort McRae but is checked before it can reach Boydton Plank Road. Union casualties in the three days of fighting total 2,889; the Confederates suffer 1,239 losses.

October 2, 1864

Battle of Saltville (Saltville Massacre). Union brigadier general Stephen Burbridge leads cavalry and infantry to destroy the saltworks at Saltville in far southwestern Virginia. Burbridge’s force includes 400 African American troopers of the 5th United States Colored Cavalry (USCC) and part of the 6th USCC. The saltworks is immensely important to the Confederate military for the preservation of beef for army rations. Burbridge is delayed by the Confederates at Clinch Mountain and Laurel Gap, enabling Confederate forces under Brigadier General Alfred E. Jackson to concentrate.

In the fighting, Union forces drive the Confederates back on Saltville but run short of ammunition. Reinforced throughout the day, the Confederates manage to hold despite a valiant assault by the 5th USCC. In late afternoon Burbridge withdraws, his retreat hastened by news that Confederate major general John C. Breckinridge has arrived with additional cavalry. Burbridge abandons some 350 Union dead and wounded on the battlefield. The next day vengeful Confederates, upset by the presence of the black troops and led by Confederate bushwhacker Champ Ferguson, scour the battlefield and kill in excess of 100 African American wounded and their white officers in one of the worst battlefield atrocities of the war. (After the war Ferguson is arrested, tried on charges of murdering 53 people, convicted, and executed in October 1865.)

October 5, 1864

Battle of Allatoona. In early October 1864, commander of the Confederate Army of Tennessee General John B. Hood takes the offensive. Hoping to force Union western theater commander Major General William T. Sherman to evacuate Atlanta, Hood crosses the Chattahoochee River and marches north against the Western & Atlantic Railroad, Sherman’s principal supply route. The Confederates destroy some track. Sherman orders reinforcements from Rome, Georgia, and 2,000 Union troops hold against a Confederate division, which then withdraws. The Union suffers 706 casualties, the Confederates about 800.

October 7, 1864

Capture of CSS Florida. On October 4 the Confederate commerce raider Florida, commanded by Lieutenant Charles M. Morris, puts into Bahia, Brazil. The U.S. Navy screw sloop Wachusett, commanded by Lieutenant Napoleon Collins, is already there. The U.S. consul urges Collins to attack, but he is loathe to violate Brazilian neutrality. With the Confederate raider much faster than his own ship, there is little chance that Collins will be able to catch the Florida once it puts to sea. Collins’s officers overwhelmingly vote for an attack.

The Wachusett rams the Florida but fails to sink it. With many of its crewmen ashore and its guns unloaded, however, Lieutenant T. K. Porter, commanding in the absence of Morris, is forced to surrender. The Wachusett tows the Florida to sea as Brazilian shore batteries open fire but to no effect. A prize crew then sails the Florida to the United States.

October 9, 1864

Cavalry engagement at Tom’s Brook, Virginia. Two cavalry divisions from Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Army of the Shenandoah, commanded by Brigadier Generals Wesley Merritt and George A. Custer, attack and rout Confederate cavalry under Brigadier General Thomas Rosser.

October 19, 1864

Confederate invasion of Missouri (continued): Battle of Lexington. Confederate major general Sterling Price and some 13,000 men are moving slowly along the Missouri River, giving Union forces a chance to trap him, but Major General William S. Rosecrans, commanding the U.S. Department of the Missouri, is unable to communicate with Major General Samuel R. Curtis, commander of the Department of Kansas, to formalize a plan. Many of Curtis’s troops are Kansas militiamen who refuse to enter Missouri, but 2,000 men under Major General James G. Blunt set out for Lexington.

The two sides do battle at Lexington. Price’s men drive the Union troops back through the town. Casualties are unknown. Blunt has failed to stop Price but does slow his march.

October 19, 1864

Battle of Cedar Creek. Following the Battle of Fisher’s Hill, U.S. major general Philip Sheridan wreaks considerable destruction in the Shenandoah Valley, largely without Confederate interference.

On October 19, however, Confederate commander in the valley Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early, temporarily reinforced to 18,400 men, launches a surprise predawn attack on Sheridan’s 31,000-man Army of the Shenandoah bivouacked at Cedar Creek, Virginia, 20 miles south of Winchester. Sheridan is absent, having departed for a strategy meeting in Washington.

During the attack, many Union troops panic and withdraw, but Major General Horatio G. Wright rallies the remainder. Sheridan rushes to the battle from Winchester, arriving in midmorning and inspiring his men. In late afternoon he counterattacks and defeats Early, driving the Confederates back to New Market. The Union suffers 5,665 casualties, the Confederates only 2,900. Sheridan now has a firm grip on the valley, however. His men continue destruction of its crops and livestock, preventing vital stores from reaching General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Meanwhile, most of Early’s men join Lee at Petersburg.

October 19, 1864

Off the Portuguese Madeira islands, Lieutenant James I. Waddell commissions the former English steamer Sea King CSS Shenandoah. This commerce raider takes 38 prizes and virtually wipes out the New England whaling fleet.

October 22, 1864

Confederate invasion of Missouri (continued): Battle of Independence. Confederate major general Sterling Price’s men move westward toward Kansas City. They pass the night of October 21 at Independence. Resuming their march the next morning, they encounter Union major general Alfred Pleasonton’s cavalry division. The Federals are driven back. The Confederates sustain 140 casualties; Union losses are unknown.

October 23, 1864

Confederate invasion of Missouri (continued): Battle of Westport. Union troops from St. Louis and Georgia reinforce Major General James G. Blunt’s forces along the Missouri-Kansas line. In the Battle of Westport, some 7,000 Union cavalry under Major General Alfred Pleasanton, supplemented by troops from Kansas, attack and defeat the invading Confederates under Major General Sterling Price. Each side loses about 1,500 men. Price withdraws. The battle is the last major military engagement of the war in the Trans-Mississippi theater.

October 27, 1864

Destruction of CSS Albemarle. The Confederate shallow-draft ironclad ram Albemarle, a major factor in the April 1864 recapture of Plymouth, North Carolina, has dominated the North Carolina sounds. On the night of October 27, however, U.S. Navy lieutenant William B. Cushing and 14 other volunteers attack the Albemarle at its base of Plymouth in a small steam launch with a spar torpedo. His approach detected and under heavy Confederate fire, Cushing runs the steam launch over the protecting wooden boom and detonates the spar torpedo. The explosion sinks the Albemarle and ends the threat to Union naval domination of the sounds. Of the 15 men in the launch, only Cushing and 1 other man escape; 2 drown, and 11 are captured.

October 27–28, 1864

Petersburg Campaign (continued): Battle of Boydton Plank Road. In an effort to sever communications between Petersburg and Richmond and the rest of the Confederacy, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant sends three infantry corps and a cavalry division (43,000 men in all) against Boydton Plank Road and the Southside Railroad. In the ensuing battle, the Confederates rebuff the attacks and force a Union withdrawal the next day. The Union suffers 1,758 casualties; Confederate losses are some 1,300. Following this action, Grant goes into winter quarters.

October 28, 1864

Confederate invasion of Missouri (continued): Battle of Newtonia. Major General Sterling Price’s Confederates are withdrawing from Missouri when they stop to rest about two miles south of Newtonia. Shortly thereafter, Union major general James G. Blunt’s division surprises and drives back the Confederates until halted by Brigadier General Joseph O. “Jo” Shelby’s division. The arrival of Union reinforcements under Brigadier General John B. Sanborn, however, convinces Shelby to retire. Union casualties total some 400; the Confederates sustain perhaps 250. Price retires into Arkansas, but his army is in disarray, and he has only about half of his original force of 13,000 men.

October 28–November 19, 1864

Cruise of CSS Chickamauga. The former blockade-runner Edith is converted into the Confederate Navy screw steamer Chickamauga. Commanded by Lieutenant John Wilkinson, it slips out of Wilmington, North Carolina. Three weeks later it returns to Wilmington, having taken seven Union prizes (burning four and bonding three).

October 29–November 1, 1864

Union recapture of Plymouth, North Carolina. Capitalizing on the destruction of the Confederate ironclad Albemarle, Commander William H. Macomb leads six Union warships in the recapture of Plymouth, again closing the North Carolina sounds to the Confederacy. Macomb takes 37 prisoners, 22 cannon, 200 stands of arms, supplies, and the sunken Albemarle.

October 29–November 7, 1864

Cruise of CSS Olustee. The former Confederate raider Tallahassee, renamed the Olustee and commanded by Lieutenant William H. Ward, sails from Wilmington, North Carolina, and passes through the Union blockade. Although detected and damaged in an exchange of fire, the Olustee continues on its cruise and takes six prizes before it slips back past the Union blockaders.

November 4, 1864

Confederate major general Nathan Bedford Forrest leads a raid on the major Union supply depot at Johnsonville, Tennessee, on the Tennessee River, destroying much of it and causing the destruction of the U.S. Navy sternwheeler Key West and the tinclads Tawah and Elfin.

November 8, 1864

Lincoln reelected. U.S. President Abraham Lincoln is reelected, with running mate Andrew Johnson, a Democratic senator from Tennessee. They defeat a Democratic ticket headed by former Union major General George B. McClellan by a comfortable margin.

November 15–December 21, 1864

Sherman’s March to the Sea. Frustrated by his inability to destroy Confederate general John B. Hood’s Army of Tennessee, Union western theater commander Major General William T. Sherman receives permission from Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant to abandon Atlanta. Sherman sends Major Generals George H. Thomas and John M. Schofield and most of Thomas’s Army of the Cumberland and Schofield’s Army of the Ohio to restrain Hood and defend Tennessee. Sherman then destroys any confiscated supplies in Atlanta that might be of use to the Confederates and evacuates the city, striking southeastward on November 15 with 62,000 men in his March to the Sea.

Sherman organizes his army into two wings, the first under Major General Oliver O. Howard with XV and XVII Corps, Army of the Tennessee, and the second under Major General Henry W. Slocum with XIV and XX Corps, formerly of the Army of the Cumberland and now redesignated the Army of Georgia. Sherman cuts a wide swath of destruction some 300 miles in length and 60 miles wide. Union troops systematically destroy factories, some public buildings, warehouses, bridges, and rail lines. The troops tear up and twist the track, which the South cannot replace, making so-called Sherman neckties. The Union troops are encouraged to forage liberally on the countryside, and there is some looting and wanton destruction. Sherman contends that the destruction will bring the war to an end faster and that it is better than loss in lives.

The Confederates have only a maximum of 13,000 men to contest Sherman, and the Union advance is largely unopposed. Sherman’s men reach the outskirts of Savannah on December 10, take Fort McAllister guarding access to the Savannah River on December 13, and occupy the city of Savannah on December 21.

November 30, 1864

Battle of Franklin. On November 21, a week after Union general William T. Sherman’s departure from Atlanta, Confederate general John B. Hood leads 31,000 infantry and 8,000 cavalry on Nashville. Hood hopes that by threatening Sherman’s lines of communication, he can force Sherman to break off his offensive and return to Tennessee. The operation is delayed, however, by the absence of cavalry under Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest, giving Major General George H. Thomas, commanding Union forces in middle Tennessee, time to strengthen the Nashville defenses.

Union major general John M. Schofield, with some 28,000 men of IV and XIII Corps, marches toward Nashville. He escapes a Confederate trap at Columbia on November 26–27 and a night battle at Spring Hill on November 29, arriving at Franklin, Tennessee, early on November 30. There his tired men establish a defensive position.

Hood arrives in the early afternoon. Hoping to destroy Schofield before he can unite his forces with those of Thomas at Nashville, Hood orders a frontal assault on the Union line across two miles of open ground. He claims that a head-on attack builds character, but the results are devastating for the attackers. Fighting continues until night, when Schofield orders a hurried withdrawal. The next morning Schofield’s exhausted men reach Nashville. Hood’s assault of the entrenched Union positions has largely destroyed the Army of Tennessee, costing it 6,200 casualties. Union casualties are 2,326.

December 9–21, 1864

Union siege of Savannah. Union western theater commander Major General William T. Sherman’s 62,000-man army group reaches its objective of Savannah, Georgia, nearly 300 miles from Atlanta, on December 9. Union troops close around the city, held by 10,000 Confederates under Lieutenant General William J. Hardee. On December 13 Union forces capture Fort McAllister on the Ogeechee River south of Savannah, allowing the navy to furnish Sherman with badly needed supplies and siege guns. With the outcome now certain, Hardee saves his army by constructing a pontoon bridge across the Savannah River and passing his men over it on the night of December 20. The next day Union troops occupy Savannah, with Sherman presenting the city as a Christmas gift to President Abraham Lincoln.

December 10–29, 1864

Stoneman’s raid in southwestern Virginia. After the October 1864 defeat of Union troops at Saltville in southwestern Virginia, Major General George Stoneman leads a second attempt to destroy the important Confederate saltworks. Stoneman departs Knoxville on December 10 with some 4,200 cavalry and horse artillery and 1,500 Tennessee horsemen.

At Kingsport, Tennessee, on December 13, the Union raiders defeat an understrength Confederate cavalry brigade under Brigadier General Basil W. Duke. The next day near Bristol, Stoneman defeats another Confederate cavalry unit under Brigadier General John C. Vaughan, preventing it from linking up with the rest of the Confederate forces under Major General John C. Breckinridge at Saltville and securing some 300 prisoners. Stoneman occupies Bristol and then Abington, Virginia, on December 15, burning a number of buildings. He then bypasses Saltville to move against lead mines at Wytheville. In an effort to stop him, Breckinridge moves from Saltville to Marion, and on December 17–18 at Marion, the Confederates hold their own against vastly superior Union numbers before withdrawing in the evening southward toward North Carolina. Stoneman then destroys the lead works and mines.

On December 20 the Union soldiers enter Saltville, now defended only by local militia and teamsters, and destroy the saltworks and a considerable quantity of salt. Departing on December 22, they return to Knoxville on December 29. For only minimal losses of his own, Stoneman captures almost 900 Confederates, 19 guns, 3,000 muskets, and some 3,000 horses and mules. He has also destroyed bridges, factories, and ironworks.

December 15–16, 1864

Battle of Nashville. Union major general John M. Schofield, having delayed Confederate general John B. Hood’s Army of Tennessee, joins his forces (IV and XXIII Corps) with Major General George H. Thomas’s conglomerate command at Nashville. Hood arrives there on December 2. Thomas rejects calls from Washington to attack Hood with his far larger army and instead busies himself accumulating supplies and cavalry horses. Thomas is also delayed by poor weather. Finally ready, on December 15 he strikes Hood’s left flank, which is exposed because Hood has sent Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s cavalry to Murfreesboro.

On December 16 Thomas completes the envelopment of both of Hood’s flanks, sending the Army of Tennessee into retreat. Union losses total 3,061 of nearly 50,000 men engaged, while the Confederates lose 4,350 of 31,000 engaged as well as 150 guns. The battle completes the destruction of the Confederate Army of Tennessee as a fighting unit.

December 23, 1864

U.S. Navy rear admiral David G. Farragut becomes the first American naval officer promoted to the newly established rank of vice admiral, equivalent to army lieutenant general.

December 24–25, 1864

First Union assault on Fort Fisher. The destruction of the Confederate ram Albemarle facilitates Union plans to move against Wilmington, North Carolina, the last remaining major Confederate port for blockade-runners and the principal overseas supply link for the Army of Northern Virginia. In December 1864, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron commander Rear Admiral David D. Porter assembles the most powerful naval force to this point in U.S. history: 61 warships, including 5 ironclads, mounting 635 guns. The army provides two divisions of 6,500 men under Major General Benjamin Butler.

Before they can proceed against Wilmington, the Union forces must take or destroy Fort Fisher, a powerful earthen works on a narrow spit of land at the entrance to the Cape Fear River. Colonel William Lamb and 1,900 men defend Fort Fisher with 45 heavy guns and numerous smaller pieces.

The Union attempt to blow up a ship under Fort Fisher’s walls to damage the fort fails. At about noon Porter opens a heavy bombardment, silencing Fort Fisher’s guns.

On December 25 Porter resumes the bombardment, while 17 of his smaller warships cover the unopposed landing of 2,000 of Butler’s troops. Late that afternoon some of Butler’s men, protected by naval gunfire, work their way to within several hundred yards of the fort from the north. They report that it is virtually undamaged. Following a brief demonstration but without attempting an assault or consulting with Porter, on December 27 Butler embarks his men and sails back to Fort Monroe.

January 11, 1865

Battle of Beverly. In bitter cold weather, Confederate major general Thomas L. Rosser leads some 300 men 80 miles from McDowell, Virginia, westward across the mountains in a daring attack on some 1,100 men of the 8th and 34th Ohio Regiments under Colonel Robert Youart at Beverly, West Virginia. The fight is brief—barely half an hour—and ends in a complete Confederate victory. Rosser takes 587 prisoners, including Youart, as well as 600 rifles, 100 horses, and a considerable quantity of rations. The remaining Federals escape to Buckhannon.

January 13–15, 1865

Second Union assault on Fort Fisher. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron commander Rear Admiral David D. Porter is furious at Major General Benjamin Butler’s unilateral withdrawal and the end of the first expedition against Fort Fisher, North Carolina, and demands Butler’s removal from command. U.S. Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant complies and on January 3 appoints Brigadier General Alfred H. Terry to replace Butler.

Porter keeps his ships in the Wilmington-Beaufort area and periodically shells Fort Fisher to stymie any Confederate rebuilding while he awaits Terry’s arrival. The second Union assault on Fort Fisher is a textbook operation. Porter commands 59 warships, while Terry has 8,000 troops.

Terry lands north of the fort on January 13. He deploys some of his men to build a strong defensive line across the upper neck of the peninsula to keep some 6,000 Confederates under General Braxton Bragg and Major General Robert F. Hoke at bay in the Wilmington area.

On January 14, Porter’s ships again bombard the fort’s eastern (seaward) side. This time Porter assigns each bombardment ship a specific target. The shelling inflicts some 300 casualties and is far more effective than previous efforts.

At noon on January 15 under cover of Union shelling, Porter puts ashore some 400 marines and 1,600 sailors for a simultaneous assault against the fort’s northern sea face. Their assault fails but diverts Confederate attention from the main attack, which is delayed. Supported by naval gunfire, three Union brigades push through the Confederate defenses on the land face. The fighting is intense and the outcome in doubt until early evening, when Terry commits his reserve brigade. At about 9:00 p.m. on January 15, the Confederates surrender. The attackers suffer some 1,000 casualties, the defenders half that number.

Fort Fisher is the most heavily fortified position taken by amphibious assault during the war. Union forces go on to capture all surrounding works, with 139 guns. They then advance up the Cape Fear River. Wilmington surrenders on February 12. The Army of Northern Virginia is starved of essential supplies.

January 15, 1865

Loss of the Patapsco. The U.S. monitor Patapsco, under Lieutenant Commander Stephen P. Quackenbush, strikes a torpedo (mine) near the entrance to the lower harbor at Charleston and sinks immediately with the loss of 64 men, more than half of its crew. It is the fourth monitor lost in the war. Thereafter only small boats and tugs are used to search for obstructions.

January 16, 1865

With Southern hopes for victory all but gone and confidence in President Jefferson Davis fading fast, the Confederate Congress passes a resolution calling for the appointment of General Robert E. Lee as general in chief of the Confederate Army and General Joseph E. Johnston to be restored to his former position as commander of the Confederate Army of Tennessee.

January 23–24, 1865

Battle of Trent’s Reach. The Confederate James River Squadron under Flag Officer John K. Mitchell attempts to move down the James River to attack General Ulysses S. Grant’s supply hub of City Point, Virginia. The attack ends when the Confederate ironclads Virginia II and Richmond ground. The ships are at last floated free and escape back upriver, but the small gunboat Drewry blows up when a mortar shell from a Union shore battery explodes its magazine, and the torpedo boat Scorpion is captured.

January 24, 1865

Union Army general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant reverses himself and permits renewal of prisoner exchanges on the assumption that this will create hardship for Confederate forces suffering from serious food shortages.

February 3, 1865

Hampton Roads Peace Conference. U.S. president Abraham Lincoln meets with Confederate commissioners led by Vice President Alexander H. Stephens to discuss peace. It is the first meeting with Southern leaders to which Lincoln has agreed since the start of the war. The talks are held in Hampton Roads, Virginia, on board the Union transport River Queen. Northern demands include an end to secession and the emancipation of slaves. Lincoln offers in return a blanket amnesty, but the Southern leaders will only accept independence, and the talks fail.

February 3, 1865

Lee named Confederate Army general in chief. Although it is far too late to have any significant military impact, Confederate president Jefferson Davis yields command of the Confederate Army to General Robert E. Lee as general in chief. Lee immediately names General Joseph E. Johnston to command Southern forces in the Carolinas against Union forces under Major General William T. Sherman. Johnston takes over previously separated forces under Generals Braxton Bragg and P. G. T. Beauregard and Lieutenant General William J. Hardee.

February 5–7, 1865

Petersburg Campaign (continued): Battle of Hatcher’s Run. At Petersburg, Virginia, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant maintains pressure on Confederate forces under general in chief General Robert E. Lee. In the Army of the Potomac and the Army of the James, Grant has some 90,000 well-supplied troops in the Petersburg-Richmond area, while Lee can muster only about 60,000 poorly fed and supplied soldiers defending 37 miles of entrenchments. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia can still fight well, however, as demonstrated in the Battle of Hatcher’s Run.

Grant orders that Union lines be extended to the south and west against the Boydton Plank Road, committing 34,500 troops to the operation, but some 14,000 Confederates under Lieutenant General A. P. Hill and Major General John B. Gordon stop the Union effort. Although Union forces gain some ground, they abandon a tentative hold on Boydton Plank Road. Lee, however, has been forced to extend his already thin lines farther to his right. The operation costs Grant 1,512 casualties; Confederate losses number perhaps 1,200.

February 17, 1865

Burning of Columbia. Union forces occupy the South Carolina capital of Columbia. That same night the city is engulfed in flames, and perhaps one-third of it is destroyed. Much of the destruction can be attributed to the chaos surrounding the Confederate evacuation, the availability of large stocks of liquor, and windy conditions. Confederates setting fire to cotton bales stacked in the streets are partly to blame, for sparks from this spawn fires elsewhere. Although the destruction of Columbia remains controversial, it is clear that Union major general William T. Sherman did not set out to destroy the city.


February 17–18, 1865

Confederate forces depart Charleston. On February 17, the same day that Confederate forces under Lieutenant General William J. Hardee abandon Charleston, South Carolina, ships of the U.S. Navy’s South Atlantic Blockading Squadron land troops at Bull’s Bay, and Major General William T. Sherman’s powerful army group approaches from the west. Union forces under Brigadier General Alexander Schimmelfennig enter the city the next day, bringing to a close the long Union naval blockade of the city. Union forces capture some 250 heavy guns.

February 22, 1865

Union occupation of Wilmington. Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant dispatches troops under Major General John M. Schofield against Confederate forces commanded by General Braxton Bragg near Wilmington, North Carolina. Schofield forces Bragg to abandon that city and moves into central North Carolina.

February 25, 1865

General Joseph E. Johnston arrives at Charlotte, North Carolina, and assumes command of the remnants of the Confederate Army of Tennessee and elements from several other commands, reduced to only 25,000 men and short of both supplies and equipment.

March 2, 1865

Battle of Waynesboro. Brigadier General George A. Custer’s cavalry, part of Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s Army of the Shenandoah, attacks and destroys the remnants of Confederate lieutenant general Jubal A. Early’s valley command, now some 1,700 men, at Waynesboro, Virginia. Both sides suffer fewer than 100 killed or wounded, although the Union troopers also take 1,500 prisoners, 11–14 guns, and several hundred wagons. Early and some of his staff manage to escape. The battle brings to a close organized Confederate resistance in the valley and marks the end of Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (August 7, 1864–March 2, 1865).

With the Shenandoah Valley secured for the Union, Sheridan continues south to take Lynchburg and then ravages the area north of the James River, closing this vital supply artery to Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee’s forces at Petersburg. Sheridan then rides east to join Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant at Petersburg for what will be the Appomattox Campaign.

March 7–10, 1865

Second Battle of Kinston. Commander of the Union Army of the Ohio Major General John M. Schofield moves north from Wilmington, North Carolina, with Brigadier General Alfred H. Terry’s Expeditionary Corps, while Major General Jacob D. Cox’s XXIII Corps proceeds by sea and lands at New Bern, North Carolina. Reinforced at New Bern to three divisions, Cox then moves inland toward Goldsboro, repairing the railroad that will supply Major General William T. Sherman’s army group in its movement north.

Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee is too distant to attack Schofield’s now divided army, but General Braxton Bragg’s forces, which had withdrawn from Wilmington, are within striking distance. To be reinforced by veterans of the Army of Tennessee and by North Carolina reserves all under Major General D. H. Hill, Bragg marches against Cox near Kinston. Bragg has 8,500 men, while Cox has 12,000.

On March 7, Union advance units encounter Bragg’s entrenched forces east of Kinston. Bragg’s position threatens a vital crossroads and the New Bern–Goldsboro Railroad. Now reinforced, Bragg takes the offensive the next day. He sends a division under Major General Robert F. Hoke to outflank the Union left, while Hill undertakes a similar move against the Union right. Hoke’s attack is successful and captures an entire Union regiment.

Hill also enjoys success, and Cox is on the brink of disaster when Bragg halts Hill’s advance and sends him in another direction to intercept the supposedly retreating Federals. By the time Hill returns, Cox has moved up his reserve force, and the Confederate assault falters. On March 10, Hoke again tries to turn the Union left flank, but Union artillery halts the move and an attack by Hill against the Union center. With the remaining elements of the Union XXIII Corps now moving on Kinston, Bragg withdraws. Union losses are 1,001; Confederate casualties amount to some 1,500.

March 10, 1865

Battle of Monroe’s Crossroads. As Union major general William T. Sherman’s army group advances into North Carolina, Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick’s division of 4,500 cavalry is screening its left flank. Torrential rains have made the advance difficult, and on the evening of March 9 Kilpatrick camps in the vicinity of the house of Charles Monroe in Cumberland (now Hoke) County. Learning of Kilpatrick’s precise dispositions, Confederate lieutenant general Wade Hampton, who with some 5,800 cavalrymen is screening General Joseph E. Johnston’s army, decides to attack.

The Confederate attack at daybreak on March 10 catches the Union forces by surprise. Some of the attackers surround the Monroe house, knowing that this is where Kilpatrick is lodged with his traveling companion, the comely Mary Boozer. Kilpatrick, clad only in his nightshirt, manages to escape capture through a ruse, however.

The Confederates stop to plunder, giving Kilpatrick and the Federals time to regroup and counterattack. Thanks to their horse artillery and repeating carbines, the Federals retake the camps at the end of three hours of fighting, and with Union reinforcements on the way, Hampton withdraws to Fayetteville. Kilpatrick gives his losses as 19 dead, some 70 wounded, and 103 taken prisoner. He also states that his men killed more than 80 Confederates and took 30 prisoners and 150 horses. Hampton claims to have taken more than 350 Union prisoners, while General Johnston puts the total at 500, along with 173 freed Confederates captured by Kilpatrick earlier. The Battle of Monroe’s Crossroads enables Lieutenant General William J. Hardee to carry out an organized crossing with his infantry corps across the Cape Fear and join General Joseph E. Johnston, setting the stage for the Battle of Bentonville.

March 13, 1865

The Confederate Congress authorizes the arming of slaves. On January 11, Confederate Army general in chief General Robert E. Lee had written to the Confederate Congress urging it to arm and enlist black slaves in exchange for their freedom. On March 13, the Confederate Congress enacts legislation to raise African American soldiers, and it is promulgated by President Jefferson Davis in General Order No. 14 on March 23. The emancipation, however, rests on the master allowing the slave to be accepted as a recruit. In any case, such legislation comes too late to help the South.

March 17, 1865

Opening of the Union offensive against Mobile. Union Army major general Edward R. S. Canby advances on Mobile, Alabama, with 32,000 men of XIII and XVI corps. Another Union column under General Edward Steele proceeds from Pensacola, Florida. Altogether there will be 45,000 Union troops operating against Mobile. Confederate major general Dabney H. Maury has only some 9,000 men to defend the important Confederate manufacturing center.

March 19–21, 1865

Battle of Bentonville. On March 15, 1865, Union major general William T. Sherman, learning that General Joseph E. Johnston has assumed command of Confederate forces in the Carolinas and is concentrating them, departs the seacoast with his army group to move against Johnston. On March 8 Sherman crosses into North Carolina, advancing toward Goldsboro with some 60,000 men. His army group is in two major formations: a left wing, the Army of Georgia under Major General Henry W. Slocum, and a right wing, the Army of the Tennessee commanded by Major General Oliver O. Howard. Both are proceeding separately on parallel axes.

On March 19 Johnston surprises Sherman at Bentonville, near the present-day town of Four Oaks, attacking Slocum and the Union left wing. Johnston has only some 21,000 men, but he believes erroneously that the two Union armies are a day’s march apart and that his only hope is to achieve victory over the Army of Georgia before Sherman can concentrate the rest of his force against him. Both Slocum and Sherman initially underestimate the strength of the attackers, and Confederates under Major General Daniel H. Hill rout two Union divisions. However, the attacks are uncoordinated, and the rest of Slocum’s men manage to hold until Union reinforcements come up. Fighting continues until nightfall, when Johnston withdraws to his original position and entrenches.

Little fighting occurs the next day as Sherman reinforces. On March 21 Union major general Joseph A. Mower, commanding a division on the Union right flank, secures permission for a reconnaissance but instead launches a full-scale attack on the Confederates defending Mill Creek Bridge. He gets to within a mile of that crossing before Sherman recalls him, perhaps missing a chance to entrap and destroy Johnston’s entire army and shortening the war by several weeks.

That night Johnston withdraws his men across Mill Creek toward Smithfield, burning the bridge behind him. Sherman does not pursue but instead continues his march toward Goldsboro, where on March 23 he joins forces under Major Generals Alfred H. Terry and John M. Schofield.

The Battle of Bentonville is the last major engagement between the armies of Sherman and Johnston. Johnston simply lacks the strength to succeed. Confederate losses are 2,606 (239 killed, 1,694 wounded, and 673 captured or missing). Union casualties total 1,527 (194 killed, 1,112 wounded, and 221 missing or captured).

March 22–April 20, 1865

Wilson’s Raid into Alabama and Georgia. Union major general James H. Wilson leads 13,500 cavalrymen—the largest cavalry force in U.S. history—from Gravelly Springs, Alabama, against Confederate cavalry led by Lieutenant General Nathan Bedford Forrest. Moving quickly before Forrest can concentrate his scattered forces, Wilson routs the Confederates. Wilson’s goal is the important Southern manufacturing center of Selma. For the first time in the war, a Union force has outmaneuvered Forrest. Selma falls on April 2, 1865.

March 23, 1865

At Goldsboro, North Carolina, U.S. Army major general William T. Sherman joins his army group to Major General John M. Schofield’s Army of the Ohio. Sherman’s march of some 425 miles in only 50 days constitutes a logistical masterpiece. Realizing the futility of further resistance, Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston soon opens surrender talks.

March 25, 1865

Petersburg Campaign (continued): Battle of Fort Stedman. Learning of Union major general Philip Sheridan’s victories over Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early in the Shenandoah Valley, Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee realizes that Sheridan can now combine his Army of the Shenandoah with the Army of the Potomac against the Army of Northern Virginia at Richmond and Petersburg. Lee therefore decides on a desperate surprise attack against the besiegers under Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant. The attack is to be mounted east of Petersburg. Lee hopes that success here will force Grant to shift resources, allowing at least some of Lee’s men to escape to join Confederate forces under General Joseph E. Johnston in North Carolina.

The attack is led by Major General John B. Gordon with almost half of Lee’s 60,000-man army. Its goal is the capture of Fort Stedman, a key redoubt on the Union’s far right flank. The attack enjoys initial success. Stedman is taken, and a gap is opened in the Union line. The Confederates then mount a desperate attempt to take the Union supply base at City Point. Although initially slow to respond, Union troops turn back the Confederate advance, recapture Fort Stedman, and restore the Union line at a cost of some 4,000 Confederate casualties (600 killed, 2,400 wounded, and 1,000 missing or captured) to only 1,044 for the Union (72 killed, 450 wounded, and 522 missing or captured). Lee’s final offensive of the war is a failure.

Sheridan arrives at Petersburg the next day, March 26, bringing Grant’s strength up to 122,000 men, more than double that of Lee.

March 25–April 12, 1865

Siege of Mobile. Major General Edward R. S. Canby assembles some 45,000 troops, with Rear Admiral Henry K. Thatcher having charge of the naval effort. Army-navy cooperation is excellent. The main land attack moves up the Gulf of Mexico coast, while a simultaneous diversionary effort proceeds by water to a point on the opposite side of Mobile Bay to prevent Confederate reinforcements from reaching the city. The navy will lose seven ships to Confederate torpedoes (underwater mines) in a five-week span.

Beginning on March 21, Union gunboats support a landing at Donnelly’s Mills on the Fish River in Alabama. Thatcher furnishes six tinclads. With gunboats bombarding Mobile’s forts from the water, the troops force the Confederates to abandon their main position at Spanish Fort on April 8. Batteries Tracy and Huger, up the Blakely River, fall three days later. On April 12, Major General Dabney Maury’s 9,200 Confederate defenders abandon their defenses, and Mobile surrenders.

March 29, 1865

During the siege of Mobile, the U.S. Navy river monitor Osage, commanded by Commander William M. Gamble, is lost to a Confederate torpedo (mine) in the Blakely River, Alabama. Three men are killed, and eight are wounded.

March 29–31, 1865

Petersburg Campaign (continued): Battles of Dinwiddie Courthouse and White Oak Road. With an overwhelming numerical advantage, Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant decides to end the Petersburg Campaign by mounting a final offensive against Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee’s weak right flank. Grant sends 7,000 men in two corps under Major Generals Gouverneur K. Warren and Andrew A. Humphreys and dispatches Major General Philip Sheridan’s 13,000 cavalry in a wide envelopment of the Confederate right.

Anticipating Grant’s move, Lee attempts an encirclement of the encirclement, sending 19,000 infantry and cavalry under Major General George E. Pickett and Major General Fitzhugh Lee toward the vital crossroads of Five Forks. The fighting is inconclusive, and casualties are relatively light: 354 for the Union and 760 for the Confederates. The engagement nonetheless sets the stage for the decisive action at Five Forks on April 1.

April 1, 1865

Petersburg Campaign (continued): Battle of Five Forks. Union cavalry under Major General Philip H. Sheridan, reinforced by the infantry of Major General Gouverneur K. Warren’s V Corps, strike the Confederates under Major General George E. Pickett holding Five Forks, which Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee has ordered held “at all hazards.” Sheridan, with a two-to-one manpower advantage, personally directs the attack and achieves a significant victory.

Union forces suffer 830 casualties, and the Confederates sustain 2,950 casualties. Lee’s right flank has been turned, and what remains of Pickett’s command is cut off from Lee’s main army. The Union capture of Five Forks also threatens Lee’s last supply line, the Southside Railroad, as well as Lee’s entire right flank. On April 2 Lee informs Confederate president Jefferson Davis that Petersburg and Richmond must be evacuated.

April 2, 1865

Petersburg Campaign (continued): Grant’s assault on Petersburg. Following his victory in the Battle of Five Forks, Union major general Philip H. Sheridan moves northwest, beyond the vital Confederate supply line of the Southside Railroad. At the same time, three Union corps break through Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee’s thinned right flank west of Petersburg. Confederate lieutenant general A. P. Hill is killed while riding to rally his men. Major General John B. Gordon is able to hold, and Lee rushes forces under Lieutenant General James Longstreet down from Richmond to strengthen him.

The next day Lee abandons Petersburg and Richmond and breaks out to the west. The long Petersburg Campaign is over.

April 2–20, 1865

Wilson’s Raid into Alabama and Georgia (continued): Battle of Selma and end of the raid. On March 22, 1865, General George H. Thomas, commander of the Department of the Cumberland, had sent his cavalry corps of three divisions (13,500 men), now reorganized under Brigadier General James H. Wilson, against the important Southern arms and munitions manufacturing center of Selma. It contains one of two foundries in the South capable of producing heavy cannon. Wilson’s troopers constitute the largest cavalry force ever in the history of North America.

Wilson covers the 300 miles to Selma by April 2, getting the better of Confederate lieutenant general Nathan Bedford Forrest’s cavalry in several engagements en route. Selma is defended by 5,000 men behind prepared defenses who are anticipating a Union attack. Shortly before evening and fighting dismounted, some 1,500 of Wilson’s men under Brigadier General Eli Long breach the Confederate right flank, while Union brigadier general Emory Upton leads his division through a swamp and gaps on the Confederate left.

Although Forrest does his best to hold Selma, the city is in Union hands that evening. Forrest and many other Confederates escape, but Wilson’s men take 2,700 prisoners along with 102 cannon and substantial military stores. Confederate casualties are some 4,000, while Union losses are only about 400.

The interior of the Confederacy is now entirely open, and following destruction of the Confederate foundries and military stores, during the next month Wilson moves into middle Georgia, taking other cities and thousands of prisoners. Wilson ends his raid at Macon on April 20, where he learns of the war’s end.

April 3, 1865

Beginning of the Appomattox Campaign. Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee abandons Petersburg and Richmond and strikes west with the Army of Northern Virginia, hoping to join Confederate forces under General Joseph E. Johnston in North Carolina. Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant parallels Lee to the south. This same day, Major General Godfrey Weitzel’s XXV Corps, which consists largely of U.S. Colored Troops, occupies Richmond.

April 3, 1865

Destruction of the Confederate James River Squadron. With Confederate troops abandoning Richmond, Secretary of the Navy Stephen R. Mallory orders the destruction of the James River Squadron, followed by a directive for its officers and men to join the troops withdrawing westward. Early this morning Confederate rear admiral Raphael Semmes, commander of the squadron, orders the ironclads Virginia II, Fredericksburg, and Richmond fired and five wooden gunboats moved upstream to Richmond. Reaching the city, the men of the squadron find that the school ship Patrick Henry has also been fired. The crews then set fire to the gunboats and set them adrift in the James. The Beaufort fails to sink, and Union forces take possession of both it and the unfinished ironclad Texas.

April 5, 1865

Appomattox Campaign (continued). Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee is joined at Amelia Court House, Virginia, by forces under Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell.

Union major general Philip H. Sheridan, meanwhile, reaches Jetersville on this day in time to prevent Lee from moving southwest. Lee then continues west, now under constant harassment from Sheridan’s cavalry.

April 6–7, 1865

Appomattox Campaign (continued): Battle of Sayler’s Creek. For four days, Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia have struggled westward from Petersburg and Richmond, harassed by Union major general Philip H. Sheridan’s cavalry. At Sayler’s Creek, however, a gap develops midway in the long Confederate line, and Sheridan manages to isolate the rearward Confederate forces under Lieutenant Generals Richard H. Anderson and Richard S. Ewell.

The Confederates are savaged by Sheridan’s cavalry and the Union VI Corps, who take some 8,000 prisoners, including Ewell; it is the largest number of prisoners ever taken in a battle in North America. Union losses are 166 killed and 982 wounded. Lee’s army has lost a quarter of its strength in one afternoon and now numbers fewer than 30,000 men.

Lee now heads with his remaining half-starved troops for the Confederate railhead of Lynchburg by way of Appomattox. Sheridan, anticipating Lee’s move, reaches Appomattox ahead of Lee on April 8 as Lee’s leading troops approach Appomattox Court House, two miles to the northeast.

April 9, 1865

Appomattox Campaign (continued): Battle of Appomattox. Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee with the Army of Northern Virginia orders his cavalry commander Major General Fitzhugh Lee and Major General John B. Gordon, commanding more than half of Lee’s infantry, to attack Union cavalry under Major General Philip H. Sheridan. The attack is halted when, following an all-night march, Union infantry comes up and deploys. Both sides are exhausted, but Union general in chief General Ulysses S. Grant enjoys a tremendous advantage in manpower, and Lee’s men are near starvation from want of supplies. Realizing that the game is up, Lee requests terms.

That same day, the two men meet in a private residence at Appomattox Court House. Grant’s terms are generous. The men are paroled to return home, and officers are permitted to retain their side arms. All are allowed to keep private horses and mules. All equipment is to be surrendered. In midafternoon, Lee surrenders the 28,356 remaining men of the Army of Northern Virginia. Union soldiers then issue rations to the Confederates.

Small-scale fighting will continue for six weeks in other theaters (the last Confederate unit surrenders on May 26), but the war is for all intents and purposes over.

April 12, 1865

Appomattox Campaign (continued). At Appomattox Court House, Virginia, three days after Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee’s surrender, the Army of Northern Virginia formally surrenders. Major General John B. Gordon, commander of II Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia, leads more than 28,000 Confederates in laying down their arms along the Richmond-Lynchburg Stage Road.

April 14, 1865

Assassination of President Abraham Lincoln. In Washington, D.C., while attending a play at Ford’s Theatre with his wife, U.S. president Abraham Lincoln is shot and mortally wounded by actor and Southern sympathizer John Wilkes Booth. Lincoln dies the next day. This deed, far from creating the chaos that the half dozen conspirators hoped it would, leads to harsher Reconstruction policies in the South under Lincoln’s successor, Andrew Johnson.

April 14, 1865

Major General Robert Anderson, who had commanded the Union garrison at Fort Sumter on April 14, 1861, receives the surrender of that Confederate fort in Charleston Harbor.

April 16, 1865

Union major general James H. Wilson’s cavalrymen brush aside Confederate militiamen, take 1,200 prisoners, and occupy Columbus, Georgia. Unaware of the end of the war, Wilson’s men burn several factories, a large quantity of cotton, and 200 railroad cars.

April 26, 1865

General Johnston surrenders in North Carolina. Learning of the surrender of Confederate general in chief General Robert E. Lee at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston decides to treat with Major General William T. Sherman, commanding the U.S. armies in North Carolina. The two men meet between the lines at a small farm known as Bennett Place, near present-day Durham, North Carolina, on both April 17 and 18. At the second meeting they agree and sign terms, but Washington rejects these as being more generous than those accorded General Lee by Union general in chief Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant. Sherman is ordered to grant terms identical to those of Grant, and Johnston agrees to these in the course of a third meeting on April 26.

Johnston surrenders not only the 37,000 men of the Army of Tennessee but also all remaining Confederate forces still active in North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. Totaling 89,270 men, it is the largest surrender of the war. Following the surrender, Sherman orders 10 days of rations issued to the hungry Confederate soldiers.

April 27, 1865

The Sultana disaster. Early this morning, the boiler explodes in the side-wheel steamer Sultana, which sinks in the Mississippi River a few miles north of Memphis, Tennessee. It is the largest maritime disaster of the Civil War, claiming the lives of some 1,700–1,800 Union soldiers, most of whom had been recently released from Confederate prison camps at Andersonville and Cahaba. There is speculation that the blast may have been caused by a Confederate coal torpedo (a grenade disguised as a piece of coal).

May 1, 1865

In Washington, D.C., the War Department issues orders demobilizing the 1,052,038 volunteers and regulars comprising the Union Army.

May 4, 1865

At Citronelle, Alabama, Lieutenant General Richard Taylor surrenders all Confederate forces east of the Mississippi River to Major General Edward R. S. Canby. The terms are identical to those granted the Confederates at Appomattox Court House, Virginia.

May 10, 1865

Near Irwinville in southern Georgia, troopers of the 4th Michigan Cavalry surprise the encampment of Confederate president Jefferson Davis and his party who are attempting to reach Texas. Davis and the others are taken prisoner.

May 12–13, 1865

Battle of Palmito Ranch. Despite the fact that there is a general understanding by each side in Texas that nothing can be gained by further fighting, Union colonel Theodore H. Barrett, the new commander of a brigade at Brazos Santiago Island at the mouth of the Brazos River in the Gulf of Mexico, orders it into combat against the Confederates at Palmito (Palmetto) Ranch, near Fort Brown outside of Brownsville.

The reasons for the attack remain unclear, but apparently Barrett seeks to win military glory before the end of the war. The Union attacking force consists of 250 men of the 62nd U.S. Colored Troops and 50 dismounted members of the 2nd Texas Cavalry Battalion, all commanded by Lieutenant Colonel David Branson. These men cross from Brazos Santiago to the mainland during a storm on the night of May 11. On May 12 the attackers enjoy some success until Confederate cavalrymen under Captain William N. Robinson drive them back to White’s Ranch, where the fighting stops for the night. Both sides then reinforce. Barrett sends 200 men of the 34th Indiana Infantry Regiment.

The next day, Barrett attacks westward until he encounters Confederate colonel John S. “Rip” Ford with the remainder of his cavalry and six guns. The Confederates now have some 300 men. Ford attacks, and the Union troops withdraw. The Union side also suffers 4 killed, 12–14 wounded, and 101 taken prisoner. The Confederates report only 5–6 wounded. The Battle of Palmito Ranch is the last combat of the war west of the Mississippi River.

May 23–24, 1865

The Grand Review of the Armies. In Washington, D.C., more than 80,000 men of the Union Army parade down Constitution Avenue to the accolades of onlookers and reviewing politicians, officials, and prominent citizens, including President Andrew Johnson. Flags fly at full mast for the first time in four years. None of the 106 African American regiments raised during the war are permitted to take part.

May 26, 1865

Buckner surrenders at New Orleans. Although commander of Confederate forces in the Trans-Mississippi theater General Kirby Smith has ordered his deputy, Lieutenant General Simon B. Buckner, to consolidate remaining forces at Houston, Texas, Buckner travels to New Orleans, Louisiana, and there surrenders the Trans-Mississippi Department to Union major general Peter J. Osterhaus. This action eliminates all Confederate forces west of the Mississippi River.

May 29, 1865

Official end of the war. President Andrew Johnson’s proclamation of amnesty and pardon to any former Confederates submitting to a loyalty oath brings official end to the Civil War.


Bibliography

Aaron, Daniel. The Unwritten War: American Writers and the Civil War. New York: Knopf, 1973.

Ackerman, Kenneth D. Dark Horse: The Surprise Election and Political Murder of President James A. Garfield. New York: Carroll and Graf, 2003.

Adams, George Worthington. Doctors in Blue: The Medical History of the Union Army in the Civil War. New York: Schuman, 1952.

Adams, Michael C. C. Our Masters the Rebels: A Speculation on Union Military Failure in the East, 1861–1865. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1978.

Alexander, Bevin. How the South Could Have Won the Civil War: The Fatal Errors That Led to Confederate Defeat. New York: Crown, 2007.

Alexander, Edward Porter. Fighting for the Confederacy: The Personal Recollections of General Edward Porter Alexander. Edited by Gary W. Gallagher. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1989.

Allen, Austin. Origins of the Dred Scott Case: Jacksonian Jurisprudence and the Supreme Court, 1837–1857. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2006.

Altschuler, Glenn C., and Stuart M. Blumin. Rude Republic: Americans and Their Politics in the Nineteenth Century. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2000.

Ambrose, Stephen E. Nothing Like It in the World: The Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad, 1863–1869. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2000.

Ambrose, Stephen E. Upton and the Army. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1992.

Anbinder, Tyler. Nativism and Slavery: The Northern Know Nothings and the Politics of the 1850’s. New York: Oxford University Press, 1992.

Anderson, Bern. By Sea and by River: The Naval History of the Civil War. New York: Knopf, 1962.

Andrews, J. Cutler. The South Reports the Civil War. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1970.

Andrews, William L., and Henry Louis Gates Jr., eds. Slave Narratives. New York: Literary Classics of the U.S., 2000.

Angle, Paul M. Tragic Years, 1860–1865: A Documentary History of the American Civil War. 2 vols. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1960.

Applegate, Debby. The Most Famous Man in America: The Biography of Henry Ward Beecher. New York: Doubleday, 2006.

Arnold, James R. Grant Wins the War: Decision at Vicksburg. New York: Wiley, 1997.

Ash, Stephen V. When the Yankees Came: Conflict and Chaos in the Occupied South, 1861–1865. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1995.

Ashdown, Paul, and Edward Caudill. The Myth of Nathan Bedford Forrest. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2005.

Ayers, Edward L. In the Presence of Mine Enemies: War in the Heart of America, 1859–1863. New York: Norton, 2003.

Ayers, Edward L. What Caused the Civil War? Reflections on the South and Southern History. New York: Norton, 2005.

Baggett, James Alex. The Scalawags: Southern Dissenters in the Civil War and Reconstruction. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2003.

Bailey, Anne J. War and Ruin: William T. Sherman and the Savannah Campaign. Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, 2003.

Bakeless, John. Spies of the Confederacy. Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1970.

Ballard, Michael B. Vicksburg: The Campaign That Opened the Mississippi. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004.

Barnett, Louise K. Touched by Fire: The Life, Death, and Mythic Afterlife of George Armstrong Custer. New York: Henry Holt, 1996.

Barrett, Faith, and Cristanne Miller, eds. “Words for the Hour”: A New Anthology of American Civil War Poetry. Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2005.

Bearss, Edwin C. The Campaign for Vicksburg. Dayton, OH: Morningside, 1985.

Bearss, Edwin C., and J. Hills. Receding Tide: Vicksburg and Gettysburg; The Campaigns That Changed the Civil War. Washington, DC: National Geographic Society, 2010.

Beatie, Russel H. The Army of the Potomac. Cambridge, MA: Da Capo, 2002.

Benedict, Michael Les. The Impeachment and Trial of Andrew Johnson. New York: Norton, 1973.

Bennett, Michael J. Union Jacks: Yankee Sailors in the Civil War. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004.

Bergeron, Arthur W. Confederate Mobile. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1991.

Beringer, Richard E. The Elements of Confederate Defeat: Nationalism, War Aims, and Religion. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1988.

Beringer, Richard E. Why the South Lost the Civil War. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1986.

Berkin, Carol. Civil War Wives: The Lives and Times of Angelina Grimke Weld, Varina Howell Davis, and Julia Dent Grant. New York: Knopf, 2009.

Berlin, Ira. Free at Last: A Documentary History of Slavery, Freedom, and the Civil War. New York: New Press, 1992.

Berlin, Ira, Joseph P. Reidy, and Leslie S. Rowland. Freedom’s Soldiers: The Black Military Experience in the Civil War. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1998.

Berlin, Ira, Joseph P. Reidy, and Leslie S. Rowland. Generations of Captivity: A History of African-American Slaves. Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2003.

Bernath, Stuart L. Squall across the Atlantic: American Civil War Prize Cases and Diplomacy. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1970.

Bernstein, Iver. The New York City Draft Riots: Their Significance for American Society and Politics in the Age of the Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1990.

Berry, Stephen William. House of Abraham: Lincoln and the Todds, a Family Divided by War. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007.

Bilby, Joseph G. The Irish Brigade in the Civil War: The 69th New York and Other Irish Regiments of the Army of the Potomac. Conshohocken, PA: Combined Publishers, 1998.

Bilby, Joseph G. A Revolution in Arms: A History of the First Repeating Rifles. Yardley, PA: Westholme, 2006.

Blackman, Ann. Wild Rose: Rose O’Neale Greenhow, Civil War Spy. New York: Random House, 2005.

Blackmon, Douglas A. Slavery by Another Name: The Re-Enslavement of Black Americans from the Civil War to World War II. New York: Doubleday, 2008.

Blight, David W. Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory. Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2001.

Blight, David W. A Slave No More. Orlando: Harcourt, 2007.

Blight, David W., and Brooks D. Simpson, eds. Union & Emancipation: Essays on Politics and Race in the Civil War Era. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 1997.

Blue, Frederick J. Salmon P. Chase: A Life in Politics. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 1987.

Boatner, Mark M. The Civil War Dictionary. Revised ed. New York: Vintage Books, 1991.

Bobrick, Benson. Master of War: The Life of General George H. Thomas. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2009.

Bonekemper, Edward H. A Victor, Not a Butcher: Ulysses S. Grant’s Overlooked Military Genius. Washington, DC: Regnery, 2004.

Boney, F. N. John Letcher of Virginia: The Story of Virginia’s Civil War Governor. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1966.

Boritt, Gabor S. The Gettysburg Gospel: The Lincoln Speech That Nobody Knows. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2006.

Boritt, Gabor S., ed. Lincoln’s Generals. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994.

Boritt, Gabor S., ed. Why the Civil War Came. New York: Oxford University Press, 1996.

Boritt, Gabor S., ed. Why the Confederacy Lost. New York: Oxford University Press, 1992.

Bowers, John. Chickamauga and Chattanooga: The Battles That Doomed the Confederacy. New York: HarperCollins, 1994.

Bowman, John Stewart. The Civil War Almanac. New York: Facts on File, 1983.

Bradley, Mark L. Last Stand in the Carolinas: The Battle of Bentonville. Campbell, CA: Savas Woodbury, 1996.

Brown, Kent Masterson. Retreat from Gettysburg: Lee, Logistics, and the Pennsylvania Campaign. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005.

Brown, Walter Lee. A Life of Albert Pike. Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 1997.

Browning, Robert M. From Cape Charles to Cape Fear: The North Atlantic Blockading Squadron during the Civil War. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1993.

Browning, Robert M. Success Is All That Was Expected: The South Atlantic Blockading Squadron during the Civil War. Washington, DC: Brassey’s, 2002.

Brownlee, Richard S. Gray Ghosts of the Confederacy; Guerrilla Warfare in the West, 1861–1865. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1958.

Bruce, Robert V. Lincoln and the Tools of War. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1956.

Buckmaster, Henrietta. Let My People Go: The Story of the Underground Railroad and the Growth of the Abolition Movement. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1992.

Bull, Rice C. Soldiering: The Civil War Diary of Rice C. Bull, 123rd New York Volunteer Infantry. Edited by K. Jack Bauer. San Rafael, CA: Presidio, 1977.

Bunting, Josiah. Ulysses S. Grant. New York: Times Books, 2004.

Burchard, Peter. One Gallant Rush: Robert Gould Shaw and His Brave Black Regiment. New York: St. Martin’s, 1965.

Burger, Nash K., and John K. Bettersworth. South of Appomattox. New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1959.

Burkhardt, George S. Confederate Rage, Yankee Wrath: No Quarter in the Civil War. Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 2007.

Burnham, Philip. So Far from Dixie: Confederates in Yankee Prisons. Lanham, MD: Taylor Trade Publications, 2003.

Burton, Brian K. Extraordinary Circumstances: The Seven Days Battles. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2001.

Burton, E. Milby. The Siege of Charleston, 1861–1865. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1970.

Burton, William L. Melting Pot Soldiers: The Union’s Ethnic Regiments. Ames: Iowa State University Press, 1988.

Cain, Marvin R. Lincoln’s Attorney General: Edward Bates of Missouri. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1965.

Capers, Gerald Mortimer. Occupied City: New Orleans under the Federals, 1862–1865. Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1965.

Capers, Gerald Mortimer. Stephen A. Douglas, Defender of the Union. Boston: Little, Brown, 1959.

Carhart, Tom. Lost Triumph: Lee’s Real Plan at Gettysburg—and Why It Failed. New York City: Putnam, 2005.

Carmichael, Peter S. Audacity Personified: The Generalship of Robert E. Lee. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2004.

Carpenter, John A. Ulysses S. Grant. New York: Twayne, 1970.

Carroll, Daniel B. Henri Mercier and the American Civil War. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1971.

Carter, Arthur B. The Tarnished Cavalier: Major General Earl Van Dorn, C.S.A. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1999.

Carter, Samuel. The Final Fortress: The Campaign for Vicksburg, 1862–1863. New York: St. Martin’s, 1980.

Carwardine, Richard. Lincoln: A Life of Purpose and Power. New York: Knopf, 2006.

Casdorph, Paul D. Confederate General R. S. Ewell: Robert E. Lee’s Hesitant Commander. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2004.

Casdorph, Paul D. Prince John Magruder: His Life and Campaigns. New York: Wiley, 1996.

Castel, Albert E. Decision in the West: The Atlanta Campaign of 1864. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1992.

Castel, Albert E. General Sterling Price and the Civil War in the West. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1968.

Castel, Albert E. The Presidency of Andrew Johnson. Lawrence: Regents Press of Kansas, 1979.

Catton, Bruce. America Goes to War. Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press, 1958.

Catton, Bruce. The Army of the Potomac. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1962.

Catton, Bruce. The Civil War: American Heritage Picture History of the Civil War. New York: American Heritage Press, 1971.

Catton, Bruce. The Coming Fury. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1961.

Catton, Bruce. Glory Road: The Bloody Route from Fredericksburg to Gettysburg. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1952.

Catton, Bruce. Grant Moves South. Boston: Little, Brown, 1960.

Catton, Bruce. Grant Takes Command. Boston: Little, Brown, 1969.

Catton, Bruce. Mr. Lincoln’s Army. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1962.

Catton, Bruce. Never Call Retreat. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1965.

Catton, Bruce. A Stillness at Appomattox. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1953.

Catton, Bruce. Terrible Swift Sword. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1963.

Catton, Bruce. This Hallowed Ground: The Story of the Union Side of the Civil War. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1956.

Catton, Bruce. U.S. Grant and the American Military Tradition. Boston: Little, Brown, 1954.

Catton, William, and Bruce Catton. Two Roads to Sumter. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1963.

Cavanaugh, Michael Arthur, and William Marvel. The Petersburg Campaign: The Battle of the Crater, “The Horrid Pit,” June 25–August 6, 1864. Lynchburg, VA: H. E. Howard, 1989.

Chaffin, Tom. The H. L. Hunley: The Secret Hope of the Confederacy. New York: Hill and Wang, 2008.

Chaffin, Tom. Pathfinder: John Charles Fremont and the Course of American Empire. New York: Hill and Wang, 2002.

Chaffin, Tom. Sea of Gray: The Around-the-World Odyssey of the Confederate Raider Shenandoah. New York: Hill and Wang, 2006.

Chamberlain, Joshua Lawrence. The Passing of the Armies: An Account of the Final Campaign of the Army of the Potomac, Based upon Personal Reminiscences of the Fifth Army Corps. Gettysburg, PA: Stan Clark Military Books, 1994.

Chesnut, Mary Boykin Miller. Mary Chesnut’s Civil War: A Diary from Dixie. Edited by C. Vann Woodward. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1981.

Cleaves, Freeman. Meade of Gettysburg. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1960.

Clinton, Catherine. Mrs. Lincoln: A Life. New York: Harper, 2009.

Clinton, Catherine, and Nina Silber, eds. Divided Houses: Gender and the Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1992.

Coddington, Edwin B. The Gettysburg Campaign: A Study in Command. New York: Scribner, 1968.

Coffey, David. John Bell Hood and the Struggle for Atlanta. Abilene, TX: McWhiney Foundation Press, 1998.

Coffey, David. Sheridan’s Lieutenants: Phil Sheridan, His Generals, and the Final Year of the Civil War. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2005.

Coffey, David. Soldier Princess: The Life and Legend of Agnes Salm-Salm in North America, 1861–1867. College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2002.

Coggins, Jack. Arms and Equipment of the Civil War. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1962.

Coit, Margaret L. John C. Calhoun: American Portrait. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1950.

Commager, Henry Steele. The Blue and the Gray: The Story of the Civil War as Told by Participants. 2 vols. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1950.

Connelly, Thomas Lawrence. Army of the Heartland: The Army of Tennessee, 1861–1862. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1967.

Connelly, Thomas Lawrence. Autumn of Glory: The Army of Tennessee, 1862–1865. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1971.

Connelly, Thomas Lawrence. The Marble Man: Robert E. Lee and His Image in American Society. New York: Knopf, 1977.

Connelly, Thomas Lawrence, and Archer Jones. The Politics of Command: Factions and Ideas in Confederate Strategy. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1973.

Cooling, B. Franklin. Forts Henry and Donelson: The Key to the Confederate Heartland. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1987.

Coombe, Jack D. Gunfire around the Gulf: The Last Major Naval Campaigns of the Civil War. New York: Bantam Books, 1999.

Cooper, William J. Jefferson Davis, American. New York: Knopf, 2000.

Cornish, Dudley Taylor. The Sable Arm: Negro Troops in the Union Army, 1861–1865. New York: Norton, 1966.

Coulter, E. Merton. The Confederate States of America, 1861–1865. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1950.

Cozzens, Peter. Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, Vols. 5 and 6. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2002.

Cozzens, Peter. No Better Place to Die: The Battle of Stones River. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1990.

Cozzens, Peter. Shenandoah 1862: Stonewall Jackson’s Valley Campaign. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2008.

Cozzens, Peter. The Shipwreck of Their Hopes: The Battles for Chattanooga. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1994.

Cozzens, Peter. This Terrible Sound: The Battle of Chickamauga. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1992.

Cunningham, Frank. General Stand Watie’s Confederate Indians. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1998.

Cunningham, Horace Herndon. Doctors in Gray: The Confederate Medical Service. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1958.

Current, Richard Nelson. Lincoln and the First Shot. Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1963.

Current, Richard Nelson. Lincoln’s Loyalists: Union Soldiers from the Confederacy. Boston: Northeastern University Press, 1992.

Curry, Richard Orr, ed. Radicalism, Racism, and Party Realignment: The Border States during Reconstruction. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1969.

Daly, John Patrick. When Slavery Was Called Freedom: Evangelicalism, Proslavery, and the Causes of the Civil War. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2002.

Daniel, Larry J. Cannoneers in Gray: The Field Artillery of the Army of Tennessee, 1861–1865. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1984.

Daniel, Larry J. Days of Glory: The Army of the Cumberland, 1861–1865. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2004.

Daniel, Larry J. Shiloh: The Battle That Changed the Civil War. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1997.

Daniel, Larry J. Soldiering in the Army of Tennessee: A Portrait of Life in a Confederate Army. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1991.

Dattel, Eugene R. Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic Power. Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, 2009.

Davis, Burke. Gray Fox: Robert E. Lee and the Civil War. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1956.

Davis, Burke. Sherman’s March. New York: Random House, 1980.

Davis, Burke. They Called Him Stonewall: A Life of Lt. General T. J. Jackson, C.S.A. New York: Rinehart, 1954.

Davis, William C. Battle at Bull Run: A History of the First Major Campaign of the Civil War. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1977.

Davis, William C. The Cause Lost: Myths and Realities of the Confederacy. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1996.

Davis, William C. An Honorable Defeat: The Last Days of the Confederate Government. New York: Harcourt, 2001.

Davis, William C. The Imperiled Union, 1861–1865. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1982.

Davis, William C. Jefferson Davis: The Man and His Hour. New York: HarperCollins, 1991.

Davis, William C. Lincoln’s Men: How President Lincoln Became Father to an Army and a Nation. New York: Free Press, 1999.

Davis, William C. Look Away! A History of the Confederate States of America. New York: Free Press, 2002.

Davis, William C. The Orphan Brigade: The Kentucky Confederates Who Couldn’t Go Home. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1980.

Davis, William C., ed. The Confederate General. 6 vols. Harrisburg, PA: National Historical Society, 1991.

Dean, Eric T. Shook over Hell: Post-Traumatic Stress, Vietnam, and the Civil War. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1997.

Debo, Angie. The Rise and Fall of the Choctaw Republic. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1961.

De Kay, James T. Monitor: The Story of the Legendary Civil War Ironclad and the Man Whose Invention Changed the Course of History. New York: Walker, 1997.

Desjardin, Thomas A. These Honored Dead: How the Story of Gettysburg Shaped American Memory. Cambridge, MA: Da Capo, 2003.

Detzer, David. Allegiance: Fort Sumter, Charleston, and the Beginning of the Civil War. New York: Harcourt, 2001.

Detzer, David. Dissonance: The Turbulent Days between Fort Sumter and Bull Run. Orlando: Harcourt, 2006.

Detzer, David. Donnybrook: The Battle of Bull Run, 1861. Orlando: Harcourt, 2004.

Dew, Charles B. Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War. Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 2001.

Dew, Charles B. Ironmaker to the Confederacy: Joseph R. Anderson and the Tredegar Iron Works. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1966.

Dilts, James D. The Great Road: The Building of the Baltimore and Ohio, the Nation’s First Railroad, 1828–1853. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1993.

DiNardo, R. L., and Albert A. Nofi, eds. James Longstreet: The Man, the Soldier, the Controversy. Conshohocken, PA: Combined Publishers, 1998.

Donald, David Herbert. Charles Sumner and the Coming of the Civil War. New York: Knopf, 1960.

Donald, David Herbert. Lincoln. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1995.

Donald, David Herbert. “We Are Lincoln Men”: Abraham Lincoln and His Friends. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2003.

Donald, David Herbert. Why the North Won the Civil War. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1960.

Dornbusch, C. E. Military Bibliography of the Civil War. New York: New York Public Library, 1971.

Douglas, Henry Kyd. I Rode with Stonewall: Being Chiefly the War Experiences of the Youngest Member of Jackson’s Staff from the John Brown Raid to the Hanging of Mrs. Surratt Green. Edited by Fletcher Melvin. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1940.

Douglass, Frederick. Autobiographies: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave; My Bondage and My Freedom; Life and Times of Frederick Douglass. New York: Literary Classics of the United States, 1994.

Dowdey, Clifford. Death of a Nation: The Story of Lee and His Men at Gettysburg. New York: Knopf, 1958.

Dowdey, Clifford. The Seven Days: The Emergence of Lee. Boston: Little, Brown, 1964.

Drake, William F. Little Phil: The Story of General Philip Henry Sheridan. Prospect, CT: Biographical Publishing Company, 2005.

Duberman, Martin B. Charles Francis Adams, 1807–1886. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1961.

DuBois, Ellen Carol. Feminism and Suffrage: The Emergence of an Independent Women’s Movement in America, 1848–1869. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1978.

Duffy, James P. Lincoln’s Admiral: The Civil War Campaigns of David Farragut. New York: Wiley, 1997.

Dugard, Martin. The Training Ground: Grant, Lee, Sherman, and Davis in the Mexican War, 1846–1848. New York: Little, Brown, 2008.

Duncan, Russell. Where Death and Glory Meet: Colonel Robert Gould Shaw and the 54th Massachusetts Infantry. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1999.

Dyer, Thomas G. Secret Yankees: The Union Circle in Confederate Atlanta. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1999.

Egnal, Marc. Clash of Extremes: The Economic Origins of the Civil War. New York: Hill and Wang, 2009.

Eicher, David J. The Civil War in Books: An Analytical Bibliography. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1997.

Eicher, David J. Dixie Betrayed: How the South Really Lost the Civil War. Boston: Little, Brown, 2006.

Eicher, David J. The Longest Night: A Military History of the Civil War. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2001.

Eicher, John H., and David J. Eicher. Civil War High Commands. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001.

Eisenhower, John S. D. Agent of Destiny: The Life and Times of General Winfield Scott. New York: Free Press, 1997.

Engle, Stephen D. Don Carlos Buell: Most Promising of All. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1999.

Engle, Stephen D. Yankee Dutchman: The Life of Franz Sigel. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1999.

Epps, Garrett. Democracy Reborn: The Fourteenth Amendment and the Fight for Equal Rights in Post–Civil War America. New York: Henry Holt, 2006.

Etcheson, Nicole. Bleeding Kansas: Contested Liberty in the Civil War Era. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2004.

Evans, Charles M. The War of the Aeronauts: A History of Ballooning during the Civil War. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole, 2002.

Evans, Clement A. Confederate Military History: A Library of Confederate States History, in Thirteen Volumes. 13 vols. Secaucus, NJ: Blue and Gray, 1975.

Evans, David. Sherman’s Horsemen: Union Cavalry Operations in the Atlanta Campaign. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1996.

Faulkner, Carol. Lucretia Mott’s Heresy: Abolition and Women’s Rights in Nineteenth-Century America. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2011.

Faust, Drew Gilpin. The Creation of Confederate Nationalism: Ideology and Identity in the Civil War South. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1988.

Faust, Drew Gilpin. Mothers of Invention: Women of the Slaveholding South in the American Civil War. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1996.

Faust, Drew Gilpin. This Republic of Suffering: Death and the American Civil War. New York: Knopf, 2008.

Fehrenbacher, Don E. The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American Law and Politics. New York: Oxford University Press, 1978.

Fehrenbacher, Don E. Slavery, Law, and Politics: The Dred Scott Case in Historical Perspective. New York: Oxford University Press, 1981.

Feis, William B. Grant’s Secret Service: The Intelligence War from Belmont to Appomattox. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2002.

Fellman, Michael. Citizen Sherman: A Life of William Tecumseh Sherman. New York: Random House, 1995.

Fellman, Michael. Inside War: The Guerrilla Conflict in Missouri during the American Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1989.

Fellman, Michael. The Making of Robert E. Lee. New York: Random House, 2000.

Fellman, Michael, Lesley J. Gordon, and Daniel E. Sutherland. This Terrible War: The Civil War and Its Aftermath. New York: Longman, 2003.

Ferris, Norman B. Desperate Diplomacy: William H. Seward’s Foreign Policy, 1861. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1976.

Ferris, Norman B. The Trent Affair: A Diplomatic Crisis. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1977.

Filler, Louis. The Crusade against Slavery, 1830–1860. New York: Harper, 1960.

Fishel, Edwin C. The Secret War for the Union: The Untold Story of Military Intelligence in the Civil War. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1996.

Flood, Charles Bracelen. Grant and Sherman: The Friendship That Won the Civil War. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005.

Fogel, Robert William. Time on the Cross: The Economics of American Negro Slavery. Boston: Little, Brown, 1974.

Foner, Eric. The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery. New York: Norton, 2010.

Foner, Eric. Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of the Republican Party before the Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1970.

Foner, Eric. Nat Turner. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1971.

Foner, Eric. Politics and Ideology in the Age of the Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1980.

Foner, Eric. Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863–1877. New York: Harper and Row, 1988.

Foner, Eric. Stars in Their Courses: The Gettysburg Campaign, June–July 1863. New York: Modern Library, 1994.

Foner, Eric, and Joshua Brown. Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction. New York: Knopf, 2005.

Foote, Shelby. The Civil War: A Narrative. 3 vols. New York: Random House, 1958–1997.

Foreman, Amanda. A World on Fire: Britain’s Crucial Role in the American Civil War. New York: Random House, 2011.

Foster, Gaines M. Ghosts of the Confederacy: Defeat, the Lost Cause, and the Emergence of the New South, 1865 to 1913. New York: Oxford University Press, 1987.

Fowler, William M. Under Two Flags: The American Navy in the Civil War. New York: Norton, 1990.

Fox, Stephen R. Wolf of the Deep: Raphael Semmes and the Notorious Confederate Raider CSS Alabama. New York: Knopf, 2007.

Franklin, John Hope. The Emancipation Proclamation. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1963.

Franklin, John Hope. Reconstruction: After the Civil War. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1961.

Frantz, Joe Bertram. Gail Borden: Dairyman to a Nation. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1951.

Frassanito, William A. Antietam: The Photographic Legacy of America’s Bloodiest Day. New York: Scribner, 1978.

Frassanito, William A. Gettysburg: A Journey in Time. New York: Scribner, 1975.

Frassanito, William A. Grant and Lee: The Virginia Campaigns, 1864–1865. New York: Scribner, 1983.

Frazier, Donald S. Blood and Treasure: Confederate Empire in the Southwest. College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1995.

Frazier, Donald S. Cottonclads: The Battle of Galveston and the Defense of the Texas Coast. Fort Worth, TX: Ryan Place, 1996.

Fredrickson, George M. The Arrogance of Race: Historical Perspectives on Slavery, Racism, and Social Inequality. Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press, 1988.

Fredrickson, George M. William Lloyd Garrison. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1968.

Freehling, William W. The Reintegration of American History: Slavery and the Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994.

Freehling, William W. The Road to Disunion. New York: Oxford University Press, 1990.

Freehling, William W. The South vs. the South: How Anti-Confederate Southerners Shaped the Course of the Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 2001.

Freeman, Douglas Southall. Lee’s Lieutenants: A Study in Command. 3 vols. New York: Scribner, 1942.

Freeman, Douglas Southall. R. E. Lee: A Biography. 4 vols. New York: Scribner, 1934–1936.

Freidel, Frank Burt. Union Pamphlets of the Civil War, 1861–1865. Cambridge: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1967.

Friedman, Lawrence Jacob. Gregarious Saints: Self and Community in American Abolitionism, 1830–1870. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1982.

Fuller, J. F. C. Grant & Lee: A Study in Personality and Generalship. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1957.

Fuller, Randall. From Battlefields Rising: How the Civil War Transformed American Literature. New York: Oxford University Press, 2011.

Furgurson, Ernest B. Ashes of Glory: Richmond at War. New York: Knopf, 1996.

Furgurson, Ernest B. Chancellorsville, 1863: The Souls of the Brave. New York: Knopf, 1992.

Furgurson, Ernest B. Freedom Rising: Washington in the Civil War. New York: Knopf, 2004.

Furgurson, Ernest B. Not War but Murder: Cold Harbor, 1864. New York: Knopf, 2000.

Gabriel, Ralph Henry. Elias Boudinot, Cherokee, & His America. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1941.

Gaff, Alan D. On Many a Bloody Field: Four Years in the Iron Brigade. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1996.

Gaines, W. Craig. The Confederate Cherokees: John Drew’s Regiment of Mounted Rifles. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1989.

Gallagher, Gary W. The Antietam Campaign. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1999.

Gallagher, Gary W. The Confederate War. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1997.

Gallagher, Gary W. Lee & His Army in Confederate History. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2001.

Gallagher, Gary W. Lee and His Generals in War and Memory. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1998.

Gallagher, Gary W. Lee the Soldier. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1996.

Gallagher, Gary W. The Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1862. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2003.

Gallagher, Gary W. The Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1864. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006.

Gallagher, Gary W. Stephen Dodson Ramseur, Lee’s Gallant General. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1985.

Gallagher, Gary W., and Joseph T. Glatthaar, eds. Leaders of the Lost Cause: New Perspectives on the Confederate High Command. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole, 2004.

Gallman, J. Matthew. America’s Joan of Arc: The Life of Anna Elizabeth Dickinson. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006.

Gardner, Alexander, and Alfred Whital Stern Collection of Lincolniana. Gardner’s Photographic Sketch Book of the Civil War. New York: Dover, 1959.

Garner, Stanton. The Civil War World of Herman Melville. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1993.

Geary, James W. We Need Men: The Union Draft in the Civil War. Dekalb: Northern Illinois University Press, 1991.

Gerteis, Louis S. From Contraband to Freedman: Federal Policy toward Southern Blacks, 1861–1865. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 1973.

Gienapp, William E. Abraham Lincoln and Civil War America: A Biography. New York: Oxford University Press, 2002.

Gillett, Mary C. The Army Medical Department, 1818–1865. Washington, DC: Center of Military History, U.S. Army, 1987.

Gillette, William. The Right to Vote: Politics and the Passage of the Fifteenth Amendment. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1965.

Gillispie, James Massie. Andersonvilles of the North: The Myths and Realities of Northern Treatment of Civil War Confederate Prisoners. Denton: University of North Texas Press, 2008.

Gilmore, Donald L. Civil War on the Missouri-Kansas Border. Gretna, LA: Pelican, 2006.

Glatthaar, Joseph T. Forged in Battle: The Civil War Alliance of Black Soldiers and White Officers. New York: Free Press, 1990.

Glatthaar, Joseph T. General Lee’s Army: From Victory to Collapse. New York: Free Press, 2008.

Glatthaar, Joseph T. The March to the Sea and Beyond: Sherman’s Troops in the Savannah and Carolinas Campaigns. New York: New York University Press, 1985.

Glatthaar, Joseph T. Partners in Command: The Relationships between Leaders in the Civil War. New York: Free Press, 1994.

Golay, Michael. A Ruined Land: The End of the Civil War. New York: Wiley, 1999.

Goldfield, David R. Still Fighting the Civil War: The American South and Southern History. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2002.

Goodheart, Adam. 1861: The Civil War Awakening. New York: Knopf, 2011.

Goodman, Paul. Of One Blood: Abolitionism and the Origins of Racial Equality. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998.

Goodwin, Doris Kearns. Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2006.

Gordon, Lesley J. General George E. Pickett in Life & Legend. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998.

Gordon-Reed, Annette. Andrew Johnson. New York: Times Books/Henry Holt, 2011.

Goss, Thomas Joseph. The War within the Union High Command: Politics and Generalship during the Civil War. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2003.

Gossett, Thomas F. Uncle Tom’s Cabin and American Culture. Dallas, TX: Southern Methodist University Press, 1985.

Gott, Kendall D. Where the South Lost the War: An Analysis of the Fort Henry–Fort Donelson Campaign, February 1862. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole, 2003.

Govan, Gilbert E., and James Weston Livingood. A Different Valor: The Story of General Joseph E. Johnston, C.S.A. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1956.

Graber, Mark A. Dred Scott and the Problem of Constitutional Evil. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2006.

Grant, Susan-Mary, and Brian Holden Reid. The American Civil War: Explorations and Reconsiderations. New York: Longman, 2000.

Grant, Ulysses S. Personal Memoirs of U. S. Grant. New York: C. L. Webster, 1885.

Gray, Richard, and Owen Robinson, eds. A Companion to the Literature and Culture of the American South. Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2004.

Grayson, George Washington. A Creek Warrior for the Confederacy: The Autobiography of Chief G. W. Grayson. Edited by David W. Baird. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988.

Greene, A. Wilson. The Final Battles of the Petersburg Campaign: Breaking the Backbone of the Rebellion. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2008.

Griffith, Paddy. Rally Once Again: Battle Tactics of the Civil War. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1989.

Grimsley, Mark. The Hard Hand of War: Union Military Policy toward Southern Civilians, 1861–1865. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995.

Grimsley, Mark. And Keep Moving On: The Virginia Campaign, May–June 1864. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2002.

Groom, Winston. Vicksburg, 1863. New York: Knopf, 2009.

Grossman, Julian. Echo of a Distant Drum: Winslow Homer and the Civil War. New York: H. N. Abrams, 1974.

Guelzo, Allen C. Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation: The End of Slavery in America. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2004.

Hagerman, Edward. The American Civil War and the Origins of Modern Warfare: Ideas, Organization, and Field Command. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1988.

Hall, Richard. Patriots in Disguise: Women Warriors of the Civil War. New York: Paragon House, 1993.

Hanchett, William. The Lincoln Murder Conspiracies: Being an Account of the Hatred Felt by Many Americans for President Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War and the First Complete Examination and Refutation of the Many Theories, Hypotheses, and Speculations Put Forward since 1865 Concerning Those Presumed to Have Aided, Abetted, Controlled, or Directed the Murderous Act of John Wilkes Booth in Ford’s Theater the Night of April 14. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1983.

Hargrove, Hondon B. Black Union Soldiers in the Civil War. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 1988.

Harris, William C. Lincoln and the Border States: Preserving the Union. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2011.

Harris, William C. With Charity for All: Lincoln and the Restoration of the Union. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1997.

Harrold, Stanley. Border War: Fighting over Slavery before the Civil War. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2010.

Harsh, Joseph L. Confederate Tide Rising: Robert E. Lee and the Making of Southern Strategy, 1861–1862. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 1998.

Harsh, Joseph L. Taken at the Flood: Robert E. Lee and Confederate Strategy in the Maryland Campaign of 1862. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 1999.

Hassler, Warren W. Commanders of the Army of the Potomac. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1962.

Hattaway, Herman, and Archer Jones. How the North Won: A Military History of the Civil War. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1983.

Hattaway, Herman, and Archer Jones. Shades of Blue and Gray: An Introductory Military History of the Civil War. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1997.

Hauptman, Laurence M. Between Two Fires: American Indians in the Civil War. New York: Free Press, 1995.

Hazlett, James C., Edwin Olmstead, and M. Hume Parks. Field Artillery Weapons of the Civil War. Newark: University of Delaware Press, 1983.

Hearn, Chester G. Gray Raiders of the Sea: How Eight Confederate Warships Destroyed the Union’s High Seas Commerce. Camden, ME: International Marine, 1992.

Hearn, Chester G. Six Years of Hell: Harpers Ferry during the Civil War. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1996.

Hedrick, Joan D. Harriet Beecher Stowe: A Life. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994.

Heitman, Francis B. Historical Register and Dictionary of the United States Army: From Its Organization, September 29, 1789, to March 2, 1903. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1903.

Henderson, G. F. R. Stonewall Jackson and the American Civil War. New York: Longmans, Green, 1936.

Hendricks, Gordon. The Life and Work of Winslow Homer. New York: H. N. Abrams, 1979.

Hendrickson, Robert. Sumter: The First Day of the Civil War. Chelsea, MI: Scarborough House, 1990.

Hennessy, John J. Return to Bull Run: The Campaign and Battle of Second Manassas. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1993.

Herdegen, Lance J. The Men Stood Like Iron: How the Iron Brigade Won Its Name. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1997.

Hess, Earl J. Field Armies and Fortifications in the Civil War: The Eastern Campaigns, 1861–1864. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005.

Hess, Earl J. Pickett’s Charge: The Last Attack at Gettysburg. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2001.

Hess, Earl J. The Union Soldier in Battle: Enduring the Ordeal of Combat. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1997.

Hesseltine, William Best. Civil War Prisons: A Study in War Psychology. New York: F. Ungar, 1964.

Hesseltine, William Best. The Tragic Conflict: The Civil War and Reconstruction. New York: G. Braziller, 1962.

Hewitt, Lawrence L. Port Hudson: Confederate Bastion on the Mississippi. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1987.

Hicks, Brian, and Schuyler Kropf. Raising the Hunley: The Remarkable History and Recovery of the Lost Confederate Submarine. New York: Ballantine, 2002.

Hodes, Martha Elizabeth. White Women, Black Men: Illicit Sex in the Nineteenth-Century South. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1997.

Hoffer, Williamjames. The Caning of Charles Sumner: Honor, Idealism, and the Origins of the Civil War. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2010.

Hoig, Stan. The Sand Creek Massacre. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1961.

Hollandsworth, James G. Pretense of Glory: The Life of General Nathaniel P. Banks. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1998.

Holt, Michael F. The Fate of Their Country: Politicians, Slavery Extension, and the Coming of the Civil War. New York: Hill and Wang, 2004.

Holt, Michael F. Political Parties and American Political Development: From the Age of Jackson to the Age of Lincoln. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1992.

Holt, Michael F. The Rise and Fall of the American Whig Party: Jacksonian Politics and the Onset of the Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1999.

Holzer, Harold. Lincoln President-Elect: Abraham Lincoln and the Great Secession Winter, 1860–1861. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2008.

Holzer, Harold, Edna Greene Medford, and Frank J. Williams. The Emancipation Proclamation: Three Views. Conflicting Worlds. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

Holzer, Harold, and Tim Mulligan, eds. The Battle of Hampton Roads: New Perspectives on the USS Monitor and CSS Virginia. New York: Fordham University Press, 2006.

Holzer, Harold, and James I. Robertson, eds. Hearts Touched by Fire: The Best of Battles and Leaders of the Civil War. New York: Modern Library, 2011.

Hoogenboom, Ari Arthur. Rutherford B. Hayes: Warrior and President. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1995.

Horan, James David. Timothy O’Sullivan, America’s Forgotten Photographer: The Life and Work of the Brilliant Photographer Whose Camera Recorded the American Scene from the Battlefields of the Civil War to the Frontiers of the West. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1966.

Horigan, Michael. Elmira: Death Camp of the North. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole, 2002.

Horton, James Oliver, and Lois E. Horton. Slavery and the Making of America. New York: Oxford University Press, 2005.

Horwitz, Tony. Confederates in the Attic: Dispatches from the Unfinished Civil War. New York: Pantheon Books, 1998.

Horwitz, Tony. Midnight Rising: John Brown and the Raid That Sparked the Civil War. New York: Henry Holt, 2011.

Hosley, William N. Colt: The Making of an American Legend. Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1996.

Huffman, Alan. Sultana: Surviving Civil War, Prison, and the Worst Maritime Disaster in American History. New York: Smithsonian Books/Collins, 2009.

Hughes, Nathaniel Cheairs. Bentonville: The Final Battle of Sherman and Johnston. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1996.

Hughes, Nathaniel Cheairs. General William J. Hardee: Old Reliable. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1965.

Hurst, Jack. Men of Fire: Grant, Forrest, and the Campaign That Decided the Civil War. New York: Basic Books, 2007.

Hurst, Jack. Nathan Bedford Forrest: A Biography. New York: Knopf, 1993.

Huston, James L. Calculating the Value of the Union: Slavery, Property Rights, and the Economic Origins of the Civil War. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2003.

Hutton, Paul Andrew. Phil Sheridan and His Army. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1985.

Hyman, Harold Melvin. A More Perfect Union: The Impact of the Civil War and Reconstruction on the Constitution. New York: Knopf, 1973.

Jaffa, Harry V. A New Birth of Freedom: Abraham Lincoln and the Coming of the Civil War. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2000.

Johnson, Ludwell H. Red River Campaign: Politics and Cotton in the Civil War. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1958.

Johnson, Robert Underwood, and Clarence Clough Buel. Battles and Leaders of the Civil War. 4 vols. New York: T. Yoseloff, 1956.

Johnson, Timothy D. Winfield Scott: The Quest for Military Glory. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1998.

Jones, Archer. Civil War Command and Strategy: The Process of Victory and Defeat. New York: Free Press, 1992.

Jones, Howard. Union in Peril: The Crisis over British Intervention in the Civil War. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1992.

Jones, Jacqueline. Saving Savannah: The City and the Civil War. New York: Knopf, 2008.

Jones, Robert Huhn. The Civil War in the Northwest: Nebraska, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, and the Dakotas. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1960.

Jones, Virgil Carrington. The Civil War at Sea. 3 vols. New York: Holt, Rinehart, Winston, 1960.

Jordan, David M. Roscoe Conkling of New York: Voice in the Senate. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1971.

Jordan, David M. Winfield Scott Hancock: A Soldier’s Life. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1988.

Josephson, Matthew. The Robber Barons: The Great American Capitalists, 1861–1901. New York: Harcourt, Brace and World, 1962.

Josephy, Alvin M. The Civil War in the American West. New York: Knopf, 1991.

Kane, Harnett T. Spies for the Blue and Gray. Garden City, NY: Hanover House, 1954.

Katz, D. Mark. Witness to an Era: The Life and Photographs of Alexander Gardner; The Civil War, Lincoln, and the West. New York: Viking, 1991.

Kauffman, Michael W. American Brutus: John Wilkes Booth and the Lincoln Conspiracies. New York: Random House, 2004.

Kean, Robert Garlick Hill. Inside the Confederate Government: The Diary of Robert Garlick Hill Kean, Head of the Bureau of War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1957.

Keegan, John. The American Civil War: A Military History. New York: Knopf, 2009.

Keller, Julia. Mr. Gatling’s Terrible Marvel: The Gun That Changed Everything and the Misunderstood Genius Who Invented It. New York: Viking, 2008.

Keneally, Thomas. American Scoundrel: The Life of the Notorious Civil War General Dan Sickles. New York: Doubleday, 2002.

Kennedy, Frances H., ed. The Civil War Battlefield Guide. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1990.

Kennett, Lee B. Marching through Georgia: The Story of Soldiers and Civilians during Sherman’s Campaign. New York: HarperCollins, 1995.

Kerby, Robert Lee. Kirby Smith’s Confederacy: The Trans-Mississippi South, 1863–1865. New York: Columbia University Press, 1972.

Kinard, Jeff. The Battle of the Crater. Fort Worth, TX: Ryan Place, 1995.

Kirkland, Edward C. Charles Francis Adams, Jr., 1835–1915: The Patrician at Bay. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1965.

Klein, Maury. Days of Defiance: Sumter, Secession, and the Coming of the Civil War. New York: Knopf, 1997.

Klein, Philip Shriver. President James Buchanan: A Biography. University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1962.

Knight, Wilfred. Red Fox: Stand Watie and the Confederate Indian Nations during the Civil War Years in Indian Territory. Glendale, CA: A. H. Clark, 1988.

Kolchin, Peter. American Slavery, 1619–1877. New York: Hill and Wang, 1993.

Korda, Michael. Ulysses S. Grant: The Unlikely Hero. New York: Atlas Books/HarperCollins, 2004.

Krass, Peter. Carnegie. New Jersey: Wiley, 2002.

Krick, Robert K. Conquering the Valley: Stonewall Jackson at Port Republic. New York: Morrow, 1996.

Krick, Robert K. Stonewall Jackson at Cedar Mountain. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1990.

Lader, Lawrence. The Bold Brahmins: New England’s War against Slavery, 1831–1863. New York: Dutton, 1961.

Lamers, William M. The Edge of Glory: A Biography of General William S. Rosecrans, U.S.A. New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1961.

Lane, Charles. The Day Freedom Died: The Colfax Massacre, the Supreme Court, and the Betrayal of Reconstruction. New York: Henry Holt, 2008.

Larson, Kate Clifford. Bound for the Promised Land: Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero. New York: Ballantine, 2004.

Lawson, Melinda. Patriot Fires: Forging a New American Nationalism in the Civil War North. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2002.

Leech, Margaret. Reveille in Washington, 1860–1865. New York: Harper Bros., 1941.

Leepson, Marc. Flag: An American Biography. New York: Thomas Dunne Books/St. Martin’s, 2005.

Lemann, Nicholas. Redemption: The Last Battle of the Civil War. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006.

Leonard, Elizabeth D. All the Daring of the Soldier: Women of the Civil War Armies. New York: Norton, 1999.

Leslie, Edward E. The Devil Knows How to Ride: The True Story of William Clarke Quantrill and His Confederate Raiders. New York: Random House, 1996.

Levy, George. To Die in Chicago: Confederate Prisoners at Camp Douglas, 1862–1865. Evanston, IL: Evanston Publishing, 1994.

Lewis, Lloyd. Captain Sam Grant. Boston: Little, Brown, 1950.

Lewis, Lloyd. Myths after Lincoln. New York: Press of the Readers Club, 1941.

Lewis, Lloyd. Sherman, Fighting Prophet. New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1932.

Linderman, Gerald F. Embattled Courage: The Experience of Combat in the American Civil War. New York: Free Press, 1987.

Litwack, Leon F. Been in the Storm So Long: The Aftermath of Slavery. New York: Knopf, 1979.

Lockwood, John, and Charles Lockwood. The Siege of Washington: The Untold Story of the Twelve Days That Shook the Union. New York: Oxford University Press, 2011.

Long, E. B., and Barbara Long. The Civil War Day by Day: An Almanac, 1861–1865. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1971.

Longacre, Edward G. Fitz Lee: A Military Biography of Major General Fitzhugh Lee, C.S.A. Cambridge, MA: Da Capo, 2005.

Longacre, Edward G. Lincoln’s Cavalrymen: A History of the Mounted Forces of the Army of the Potomac. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole, 2000.

Longacre, Edward G. The Man behind the Guns: A Biography of General Henry Jackson Hunt, Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac. South Brunswick, NJ: A. S. Barnes, 1977.

Longstreet, James. From Manassas to Appomattox: Memoirs of the Civil War in America. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1960.

Lossing, Benson John. Mathew Brady’s Illustrated History of the Civil War, 1861–65, and the Causes That Led Up to the Great Conflict. New York: Fairfax, 1978.

Luraghi, Raimondo. A History of the Confederate Navy. Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 1996.

Luvaas, Jay. The Military Legacy of the Civil War: The European Inheritance. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1988.

Luvaas, Jay, and Harold W. Nelson, eds. The U.S. Army War College Guide to the Battle of Antietam: The Maryland Campaign of 1862. Carlisle, PA: South Mountain, 1987.

Luvaas, Jay, and Harold W. Nelson, eds. The U.S. Army War College Guide to the Battle of Gettysburg. New York: Perennial Library, 1987.

Macartney, Clarence Edward Noble. Grant and His Generals. New York: McBride, 1953.

Macartney, Clarence Edward Noble. Mr. Lincoln’s Admirals. New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1956.

Mackay, James A. Allan Pinkerton: The First Private Eye. New York: Wiley, 1997.

Mahin, Dean B. One War at a Time: The International Dimensions of the American Civil War. Washington, DC: Brassey’s, 1999.

Maness, Lonnie E. An Untutored Genius: The Military Career of General Nathan Bedford Forrest. Oxford, MS: Guild Bindery, 1990.

Maney, R. Wayne. Marching to Cold Harbor: Victory and Failure, 1864. Shippensburg, PA: White Mane, 1995.

Manning, Chandra. What This Cruel War Was Over: Soldiers, Slavery, and the Civil War. New York: Knopf, 2007.

Marszalek, John F. Commander of All Lincoln’s Armies: A Life of General Henry W. Halleck. Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2004.

Marszalek, John F. Sherman: A Soldier’s Passion for Order. New York: Free Press, 1993.

Marszalek, John F. Sherman’s March to the Sea. Abilene, TX: McWhiney Foundation Press, 2005.

Marten, James Alan. The Children’s Civil War. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998.

Martin, Justin. Genius of Place: The Life of Frederick Law Olmsted. Cambridge, MA: Da Capo, 2011.

Martin, Samuel J. Kill-Cavalry: The Life of Union General Hugh Judson Kilpatrick. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole, 2000.

Martin, Samuel J. The Road to Glory: Confederate General Richard S. Ewell. Indianapolis: Guild Press of Indiana, 1991.

Marvel, William. The Alabama & the Kearsarge: The Sailor’s Civil War. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1996.

Marvel, William. Andersonville: The Last Depot. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1994.

Marvel, William. Burnside. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1991.

Marvel, William. Lee’s Last Retreat: The Flight to Appomattox. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002.

Masur, Louis P. The Real War Will Never Get in the Books: Selections from Writers during the Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1993.

Matter, William D. If It Takes All Summer: The Battle of Spotsylvania. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1988.

Mayer, Henry. All on Fire: William Lloyd Garrison and the Abolition of Slavery. New York: St. Martin’s, 1998.

Mays, Thomas D. Cumberland Blood: Champ Ferguson’s Civil War. Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 2008.

Mays, Thomas D. The Saltville Massacre. Fort Worth, TX: Ryan Place, 1995.

McAdams, Benton. Rebels at Rock Island: The Story of a Civil War Prison. DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press, 2000.

McClellan, George Brinton, and William Cowper Prime. McClellan’s Own Story: The War for the Union, the Soldiers Who Fought It, the Civilians Who Directed It and His Relations to It and to Them. New York: C. L. Webster, 1887.

McClintock, Russell. Lincoln and the Decision for War: The Northern Response to Secession. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2008.

McConnell, Stuart Charles. Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of the Republic, 1865–1900. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1992.

McCurry, Stephanie. Confederate Reckoning: Power and Politics in the Civil War South. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2010.

McDonough, James L. Chattanooga: A Death Grip on the Confederacy. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1984.

McDonough, James L. Nashville: The Western Confederacy’s Final Gamble. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2004.

McDonough, James L. Shiloh: In Hell before Night. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1977.

McDonough, James L., and James Pickett Jones. “War So Terrible”: Sherman and Atlanta. New York: Norton, 1987.

McDougall, Walter A. Throes of Democracy: The American Civil War Era, 1829–1877. New York: Harper, 2008.

McFeely, William S. Frederick Douglass. New York: Norton, 1991.

McFeely, William S. Grant: A Biography. New York: Norton, 1981.

McGlone, Robert E. John Brown’s War against Slavery. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009.

McKitrick, Eric L. Slavery Defended: The Views of the Old South. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1963.

McKivigan, John R. The War against Proslavery Religion: Abolitionism and the Northern Churches, 1830–1865. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1984.

McKnight, Brian Dallas. Contested Borderland: The Civil War in Appalachian Kentucky and Virginia. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2006.

McLoughlin, William Gerald. After the Trail of Tears: The Cherokees’ Struggle for Sovereignty, 1839–1880. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1993.

McMurry, Richard M. John Bell Hood and the War for Southern Independence. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1982.

McMurry, Richard M. Two Great Rebel Armies: An Essay in Confederate Military History. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1989.

McPherson, James M. Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era. New York: Oxford University Press, 1988.

McPherson, James M. Crossroads of Freedom: Antietam. New York: Oxford University Press, 2002.

McPherson, James M. Drawn with the Sword: Reflections on the American Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1996.

McPherson, James M. For Cause and Comrades: Why Men Fought in the Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1997.

McPherson, James M. The Most Fearful Ordeal: Original Coverage of the Civil War. New York: St. Martin’s, 2004.

McPherson, James M. Ordeal by Fire: The Civil War and Reconstruction. New York: Knopf, 1982.

McPherson, James M. The Struggle for Equality: Abolitionists and the Negro in the Civil War and Reconstruction. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1964.

McPherson, James M. Tried by War: Abraham Lincoln as Commander in Chief. New York: Penguin, 2008.

McPherson, James M. What They Fought For, 1861–1865. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1994.

McPherson, James M., and William J. Cooper Jr., eds. Writing the Civil War: The Quest to Understand. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1998.

McPherson, James M., and Alfred Whital Stern Collection of Lincolniana. Abraham Lincoln and the Second American Revolution. New York: Oxford University Press, 1990.

McWhiney, Grady. Battle in the Wilderness: Grant Meets Lee. Fort Worth, TX: Ryan Place, 1995.

McWhiney, Grady. Braxton Bragg and Confederate Defeat. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1991.

McWhiney, Grady, and Perry D. Jamieson. Attack and Die: Civil War Military Tactics and the Southern Heritage. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1984.

Meigs, Cornelia. Invincible Louisa: The Story of the Author of Little Women. Boston: Little, Brown, 1968.

Meredith, Roy. Mr. Lincoln’s Camera Man: Mathew B. Brady. New York: Scribner, 1946.

Merrill, James M. The Rebel Shore: The Story of Union Sea Power in the Civil War. Boston: Little, Brown, 1957.

Merrill, Walter McIntosh. Against Wind and Tide: A Biography of Wm. Lloyd Garrison. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1963.

Miers, Earl Schenck. The Web of Victory: Grant at Vicksburg. New York: Knopf, 1955.

Miller, Francis Trevelyan, Robert S. Lanier, and Henry W. Lanier. The Photographic History of the Civil War. New York: Review of Reviews Co., 1911.

Mitchell, Joseph B. Military Leaders in the Civil War. New York: Putnam, 1972.

Mitchell, Reid. Civil War Soldiers. New York: Viking, 1988.

Mitchell, Reid. The Vacant Chair: The Northern Soldier Leaves Home. New York: Oxford University Press, 1993.

Moe, Richard. The Last Full Measure: The Life and Death of the First Minnesota Volunteers. New York: Henry Holt, 1993.

Mogelever, Jacob. Death to Traitors: The Story of General Lafayette C. Baker, Lincoln’s Forgotten Secret Service Chief. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1960.

Monaghan, Jay. Civil War on the Western Border, 1854–1865. Boston: Little, Brown, 1955.

Moore, Glover. The Missouri Controversy, 1819–1821. Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1953.

Morris, Roy. The Better Angel: Walt Whitman in the Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.

Morris, Roy. Fraud of the Century: Rutherford B. Hayes, Samuel Tilden, and the Stolen Election of 1876. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2003.

Morris, Roy. Sheridan: The Life and Wars of General Phil Sheridan. New York: Crown, 1992.

Morrison, Michael A. Slavery and the American West: The Eclipse of Manifest Destiny and the Coming of the Civil War. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1997.

Murfin, James V. The Gleam of Bayonets: The Battle of Antietam and the Maryland Campaign of 1862. New York: T. Yoseloff, 1965.

Musicant, Ivan. Divided Waters: The Naval History of the Civil War. New York: HarperCollins, 1995.

Myers, Robert Manson. The Children of Pride: A True Story of Georgia and the Civil War. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1972.

Nast, Thomas. Thomas Nast: Cartoons and Illustrations. New York: Dover, 1974.

National Historical Society. Shadows of the Storm, Vol. 1, Image of War, 1861–1865. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1981.

Neely, Mark E. The Civil War and the Limits of Destruction. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2007.

Neely, Mark E. The Last Best Hope of Earth: Abraham Lincoln and the Promise of America. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1993.

Neely, Mark E. Southern Rights: Political Prisoners and the Myth of Confederate Constitutionalism. Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1999.

Neely, Mark E., and Alfred Whital Stern Collection of Lincolniana. The Fate of Liberty: Abraham Lincoln and Civil Liberties. New York: Oxford University Press, 1991.

Nelson, Harold W., and Jay Luvaas, eds. The U.S. Army War College Guide to the Battles of Chancellorsville & Fredericksburg. Carlisle, PA: South Mountain, 1988.

Nelson, Scott Reynolds, and Carol Sheriff. A People at War: Civilians and Soldiers in America’s Civil War, 1854–1877. New York: Oxford University Press, 2007.

Nevins, Allan. The Emergence of Lincoln. 2 vols. New York: Scribner, 1950.

Nevins, Allan. Ordeal of the Union. 2 vols. New York: Scribner, 1947.

Nevins, Allan. The War for the Union. 4 vols. New York: Scribner, 1959.

Nichols, David A. Lincoln and the Indians: Civil War Policy and Politics. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1978.

Nichols, Edward J. Toward Gettysburg: A Biography of General John F. Reynolds. University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1958.

Niven, John. John C. Calhoun and the Price of Union: A Biography. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1988.

Niven, John. Salmon P. Chase: A Biography. New York: Oxford University Press, 1995.

Noe, Kenneth W. Perryville: This Grand Havoc of Battle. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2001.

Nolan, Alan T. The Iron Brigade: A Military History. New York: Macmillan, 1961.

Nolan, Alan T. Lee Considered: General Robert E. Lee and Civil War History. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1991.

Nosworthy, Brent. The Bloody Crucible of Courage: Fighting Methods and Combat Experience of the Civil War. New York: Carroll and Graf, 2003.

Novick, Sheldon M. Honorable Justice: The Life of Oliver Wendell Holmes. Boston: Little, Brown, 1989.

Nye, Russel B. William Lloyd Garrison and the Humanitarian Reformers. Boston: Little, Brown, 1955.

Oates, Stephen B. The Approaching Fury: Voices of the Storm, 1820–1861. New York: HarperCollins, 1997.

Oates, Stephen B. The Fires of Jubilee: Nat Turner’s Fierce Rebellion. New York: Harper Perennial.

Oates, Stephen B. Our Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln, John Brown, and the Civil War Era. Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1979.

Oates, Stephen B. To Purge This Land with Blood: A Biography of John Brown. New York: Harper and Row, 1970.

Oates, Stephen B. With Malice toward None: The Life of Abraham Lincoln. New York: Harper and Row, 1977.

Oates, Stephen B. A Woman of Valor: Clara Barton and the Civil War. New York: Free Press, 1994.

Oberholtzer, Ellis Paxson. Jay Cooke, Financier of the Civil War. Philadelphia: G. W. Jacobs, 1907.

O’Connor, Richard. Ambrose Bierce: A Biography. Boston: Little, Brown, 1967.

O’Reilly, Bill. Killing Lincoln: The Shocking Assassination That Changed America Forever. New York: Henry Holt, 2011.

O’Reilly, Francis Augustin. The Fredericksburg Campaign: Winter War on the Rappahannock. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2003.

Osborne, Charles C. Jubal: The Life and Times of General Jubal A. Early, C.S.A., Defender of the Lost Cause. Chapel Hill: Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, 1992.

Osterweis, Rollin G. The Myth of the Lost Cause, 1865–1900. Hamden, CT: Archon Books, 1973.

Owsley, Frank Lawrence. King Cotton Diplomacy: Foreign Relations of the Confederate States of America. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1959.

Painter, Nell Irvin. Sojourner Truth: A Life, a Symbol. New York: Norton, 1996.

Paludan, Phillip Shaw. A Covenant with Death: The Constitution, Law, and Equality in the Civil War Era. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1975.

Paludan, Phillip Shaw. A People’s Contest: The Union and Civil War, 1861–1865. New York: Harper and Row, 1988.

Paludan, Phillip Shaw. The Presidency of Abraham Lincoln. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1994.

Panzer, Mary. Mathew Brady and the Image of History. Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press for the National Portrait Gallery, 1997.

Parish, Peter J. The American Civil War. New York: Holmes and Meier, 1975.

Parrish, T. Michael. Richard Taylor: Soldier Prince of Dixie. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1992.

Paskoff, Paul F., and Daniel J. Wilson, eds. The Cause of the South: Selections from De Bow’s Review, 1846–1867. Library of Southern Civilization. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1982.

Perry, Mark. Conceived in Liberty: Joshua Chamberlain, William Oates, and the American Civil War. New York: Viking, 1997.

Perry, Milton F. Infernal Machines: The Story of Confederate Submarine and Mine Warfare. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1965.

Peterson, Merrill D. The Great Triumvirate: Webster, Clay, and Calhoun. New York: Oxford University Press, 1987.

Peterson, Merrill D. John Brown: The Legend Revisited. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2002.

Pfanz, Harry W. Gettysburg: Culp’s Hill and Cemetery Hill. Civil War America. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1993.

Pfanz, Harry W. Gettysburg: The First Day. Civil War America. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2001.

Pfanz, Harry W. Gettysburg: The Second Day. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1987.

Pfanz, Donald. Richard S. Ewell: A Soldier’s Life. Civil War America. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998.

Pierce, Michael D. The Most Promising Young Officer: A Life of Ranald Slidell MacKenzie. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1993.

Piston, William Garrett. Lee’s Tarnished Lieutenant: James Longstreet and His Place in Southern History. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1987.

Piston, William Garrett, and Richard W. Hatcher III. Wilson’s Creek: The Second Battle of the Civil War and the Men Who Fought It. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2000.

Porter, Horace. Campaigning with Grant. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1961.

Potter, David Morris. The Impending Crisis, 1848–1861. Edited by Don E. Fehrenbacher. New York: Harper and Row, 1976.

Power, J. Tracy. Lee’s Miserables: Life in the Army of Northern Virginia from the Wilderness to Appomattox. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998.

Priest, John M. Antietam: The Soldiers’ Battle. Shippensburg, PA: White Mane, 1989.

Prokopowicz, Gerald J. All for the Regiment: The Army of the Ohio, 1861–1862. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2001.

Prushankin, Jeffery S. A Crisis in Confederate Command: Edmund Kirby Smith, Richard Taylor, and the Army of the Trans-Mississippi. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2005.

Pullen, John J. The Twentieth Maine: A Volunteer Regiment in the Civil War. Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1957.

Rable, George C. Civil Wars: Women and the Crisis of Southern Nationalism. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1989.

Rable, George C. The Confederate Republic: A Revolution against Politics. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1994.

Rable, George C. Fredericksburg! Fredericksburg! Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002.

Rable, George C. God’s Almost Chosen Peoples: A Religious History of the American Civil War. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2010.

Rafuse, Ethan Sepp. McClellan’s War: The Failure of Moderation in the Struggle for the Union. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2005.

Ramage, James A. Gray Ghost: The Life of Col. John Singleton Mosby. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1999.

Ramold, Steven J. Slaves, Sailors, Citizens: African Americans in the Union Navy. DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press, 2002.

Randall, J. G., and David Herbert Donald. The Civil War and Reconstruction. Lexington, MA: Heath, 1969.

Ratner, Lorman, and Dwight L. Teeter Jr. Fanatics and Fire-Eaters: Newspapers and the Coming of the Civil War. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2003.

Rawley, James A. Race & Politics: “Bleeding Kansas” and the Coming of the Civil War. Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1969.

Reardon, Carol. Pickett’s Charge in History and Memory. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1997.

Redkey, Edwin S. A Grand Army of Black Men: Letters from African-American Soldiers in the Union Army, 1861–1865. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1992.

Reed, Rowena. Combined Operations in the Civil War. Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 1978.

Reid, Brian Holden. The Origins of the American Civil War. New York: Longman, 1996.

Reisen, Harriet. Louisa May Alcott: The Woman behind Little Women. New York: Henry Holt, 2009.

Renehan, Edward. Commodore: The Life of Cornelius Vanderbilt. New York: Basic Books, 2007.

Renehan, Edward. The Secret Six: The True Tale of the Men Who Conspired with John Brown. New York: Crown, 1995.

Reynolds, David S. John Brown, Abolitionist: The Man Who Killed Slavery, Sparked the Civil War, and Seeded Civil Rights. New York: Knopf, 2005.

Reynolds, David S. Mightier Than the Sword: Uncle Tom’s Cabin and the Battle for America. New York: Norton, 2011.

Rhea, Gordon C. The Battle of the Wilderness, May 5–6, 1864. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1994.

Rhea, Gordon C. The Battles for Spotsylvania Court House and the Road to Yellow Tavern, May 7–12, 1864. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1997.

Rhea, Gordon C. Cold Harbor: Grant and Lee, May 26–June 3, 1864. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2002.

Rhea, Gordon C. To the North Anna River: Grant and Lee, May 13–25, 1864. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2000.

Rhoades, Jeffrey L. Scapegoat General: The Story of Major General Benjamin Huger, C.S.A. Hamden, CT: Archon Books, 1985.

Rhodes, Elisha Hunt. All for the Union: The Civil War Diary and Letters of Elisha Hunt Rhodes. Edited by Robert Hunt Rhodes. New York: Orion Books, 1991.

Rhodes, James Ford. History of the Civil War, 1861–1865. New York: Ungar, 1961.

Richardson, Robert D. Emerson, the Mind on Fire: A Biography. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995.

Ridley, Jasper. Maximilian and Juárez. New York: Ticknor and Fields, 1992.

Roberts, William H. Now for the Contest: Coastal and Oceanic Naval Operations in the Civil War. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2004.

Robertson, James I. General A. P. Hill: The Story of a Confederate Warrior. New York: Random House, 1987.

Robertson, James I. Robert E. Lee: Virginian Soldier, American Citizen. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2005.

Robertson, James I. Soldiers Blue and Gray. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1988.

Robertson, James I. Stonewall Jackson: The Man, the Soldier, the Legend. New York: Macmillan, 1997.

Robertson-Lorant, Laurie. Melville: A Biography. New York: Clarkson Potter, 1996.

Robinson, Armstead L. Bitter Fruits of Bondage: The Demise of Slavery and the Collapse of the Confederacy, 1861–1865. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2005.

Roland, Charles Pierce. Albert Sidney Johnston, Soldier of Three Republics. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1964.

Roland, Charles Pierce. An American Iliad: The Story of the Civil War. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1991.

Roper, Robert. Now the Drum of War: Walt Whitman and His Brothers in the Civil War. New York: Walker, 2008.

Ross, Ishbel. Angel of the Battlefield: The Life of Clara Barton. New York: Harper, 1956.

Rowell, John W. Yankee Cavalrymen: Through the Civil War with the Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1971.

Royster, Charles. The Destructive War: William Tecumseh Sherman, Stonewall Jackson, and the Americans. New York: Knopf, 1991.

Rozwenc, Edwin C. The Causes of the American Civil War. Boston: Heath, 1961.

Rozwenc, Edwin C. The Compromise of 1850. Boston: Heath, 1957.

Rutkow, Ira M. Bleeding Blue and Gray: Civil War Surgery and the Evolution of American Medicine. New York: Random House, 2005.

Rutkow, Ira M. James A. Garfield. New York: Times Books, 2006.

Rybczynski, Witold. A Clearing in the Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the Nineteenth Century. New York: Scribner, 1999.

Sanborn, Margaret. Robert E. Lee. Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1966.

Sandburg, Carl. Abraham Lincoln: The Prairie Years. 2 vols. New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1926.

Sandburg, Carl. Abraham Lincoln: The War Years. 4 vols. New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1939.

Sanders, Charles W. While in the Hands of the Enemy: Military Prisons of the Civil War. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2005.

Scharf, J. Thomas. History of the Confederate States Navy from Its Organization to the Surrender of Its Last Vessel: Its Stupendous Struggle with the Great Navy of the United States; The Engagements Fought in the Rivers and Harbors of the South, and Upon the High Seas; Blockade-Running, First Use of Iron-Clads and Torpedoes, and Privateer History. New York: Rogers and Sherwood, 1887.

Schecter, Barnet. The Devil’s Own Work: The Civil War Draft Riots and the Fight to Reconstruct America. New York: Walker, 2005.

Schooler, Lynn. The Last Shot: The Incredible Story of the C.S.S. Shenandoah and the True Conclusion of the American Civil War. New York: Ecco, 2005.

Schultz, Duane P. The Dahlgren Affair: Terror and Conspiracy in the Civil War. New York: Norton, 1998.

Schultz, Jane E. Women at the Front: Hospital Workers in Civil War America. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004.

Schutz, Wallace J., and Walter N. Trenerry. Abandoned by Lincoln: A Military Biography of General John Pope. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1990.

Sears, Stephen W. Chancellorsville. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1996.

Sears, Stephen W. The Civil War: The Second Year Told by Those Who Lived It. Library of America No. 221. New York: Library of America, 2012.

Sears, Stephen W. Controversies & Commanders: Dispatches from the Army of the Potomac. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1999.

Sears, Stephen W. George B. McClellan: The Young Napoleon. New York: Ticknor and Fields, 1988.

Sears, Stephen W. Gettysburg. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2003.

Sears, Stephen W. Landscape Turned Red: The Battle of Antietam. New York: Ticknor and Fields, 1983.

Sears, Stephen W. To the Gates of Richmond: The Peninsula Campaign. New York: Ticknor and Fields, 1992.

Shaara, Jeff. Jeff Shaara’s Civil War Battlefields: Discovering America’s Hallowed Ground. New York: Ballantine, 2006.

Sharkey, Robert P. Money, Class, and Party: An Economic Study of Civil War and Reconstruction. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1959.

Shea, William L., and Earl J. Hess. Pea Ridge: Civil War Campaign in the West. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1992.

Shea, William L., and Terrence J. Winshel. Vicksburg Is the Key: The Struggle for the Mississippi River. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2003.

Sheehan-Dean, Aaron Charles. The View from the Ground: Experiences of Civil War Soldiers. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2007.

Shepherd, Jack. The Adams Chronicles: Four Generations of Greatness. Boston: Little, Brown, 1975.

Sherman, William T. Memoirs of General W. T. Sherman. New York: Literary Classics of the United States, 1990.

Sherr, Lynn. Failure Is Impossible: Susan B. Anthony in Her Own Words. New York: Times Books, 1995.

Siepel, Kevin H. Rebel: The Life and Times of John Singleton Mosby. New York: St. Martin’s, 1983.

Sifakis, Stewart. Who Was Who in the Civil War. New York: Facts on File, 1988.

Simon, James F. Lincoln and Chief Justice Taney: Slavery, Secession, and the President’s War Powers. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2006.

Simpson, Brooks D. The Reconstruction Presidents. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1998.

Simpson, Brooks D. Ulysses S. Grant: Triumph over Adversity, 1822–1865. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2000.

Simpson, Brooks D., Stephen W. Sears, and Aaron Sheehan-Dean, eds. The Civil War: The First Year Told by Those Who Lived It. New York: Library of America, 2011.

Slotkin, Richard. No Quarter: The Battle of the Crater, 1864. New York: Random House, 2009.

Smith, Elbert B. Francis Preston Blair. New York: Free Press, 1980.

Smith, Elbert B. The Presidencies of Zachary Taylor & Millard Fillmore. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1988.

Smith, Elbert B. The Presidency of James Buchanan. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1975.

Smith, Gene A. Iron and Heavy Guns: Duel between the Monitor and Merrimac. Abilene, TX: McWhiney Foundation Press, 1998.

Smith, Jean Edward. Grant. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2001.

Smith, John David. Black Soldiers in Blue: African American Troops in the Civil War Era. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002.

Smith, Page. The Nation Comes of Age: A People’s History of the Ante-Bellum Years. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1981.

Smith, Page. Trial by Fire: A People’s History of the Civil War and Reconstruction. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1982.

Socolofsky, Homer Edward, and Allan B. Spetter. The Presidency of Benjamin Harrison. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1987.

Sommers, Richard J. Richmond Redeemed: The Siege at Petersburg. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1981.

Speer, Lonnie R. Portals to Hell: Military Prisons of the Civil War. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole, 1997.

Stampp, Kenneth M. And the War Came: The North and the Secession Crisis, 1860–1861. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1950.

Stampp, Kenneth M. The Causes of the Civil War. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1991.

Starr, Stephen Z. The Union Cavalry in the Civil War. 3 vols. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1979–1985.

Steere, Edward. The Wilderness Campaign. Harrisburg, PA: Stackpole, 1960.

Stephenson, Darl L. Headquarters in the Brush: Blazer’s Independent Union Scouts. Athens: Ohio University Press, 2001.

Stern, Philip Van Doren. Secret Missions of the Civil War: First-Hand Accounts by Men and Women Who Risked Their Lives in Underground Activities for the North and the South. Chicago: Rand McNally, 1959.

Stiles, T. J. The First Tycoon: The Epic Life of Cornelius Vanderbilt. New York: Knopf, 2009.

Still, William N. Confederate Shipbuilding. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1969.

Still, William N. Iron Afloat: The Story of the Confederate Armorclads. Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press, 1971.

Stoker, Donald J. The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 2010.

Strouse, Jean. Morgan: American Financier. New York: Random House, 1999.

Sullivan, Walter. The War the Women Lived: Female Voices from the Confederate South. Nashville: J. S. Sanders, 1995.

Swanberg, W. A. First Blood: The Story of Fort Sumter. New York: Scribner, 1957.

Swanson, James L. Manhunt: The Twelve-Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer. New York: William Morrow, 2006.

Swierenga, Robert P. Beyond the Civil War Synthesis: Political Essays of the Civil War Era. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 1975.

Sword, Wiley. Embrace an Angry Wind: The Confederacy’s Last Hurrah; Spring Hill, Franklin, and Nashville. New York: HarperCollins, 1992.

Sword, Wiley. Shiloh: Bloody April. New York: Morrow, 1974.

Symonds, Craig L. Joseph E. Johnston: A Civil War Biography. New York: Norton, 1992.

Symonds, Craig L. Lincoln and His Admirals: Abraham Lincoln, the U.S. Navy, and the Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 2008.

Symonds, Craig L. Stonewall of the West: Patrick Cleburne and the Civil War. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1997.

Tanner, Robert G. Stonewall in the Valley: Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Spring 1862. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1976.

Tap, Bruce. Over Lincoln’s Shoulder: The Committee on the Conduct of the War. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1998.

Taylor, Richard. Destruction and Reconstruction: Personal Experiences of the Late War. New York: Longmans, Green, 1955.

Thomas, Benjamin Platt. Abraham Lincoln: A Biography. New York: Knopf, 1952.

Thomas, Benjamin Platt, and Harold Melvin Hyman. Stanton: The Life and Times of Lincoln’s Secretary of War. New York: Knopf, 1962.

Thomas, Emory M. Bold Dragoon: The Life of J. E. B. Stuart. New York: Harper and Row, 1986.

Thomas, Emory M. The Confederacy as a Revolutionary Experience. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1970.

Thomas, Emory M. The Confederate Nation, 1861–1865. New York: Harper and Row, 1979.

Thomas, Emory M. Robert E. Lee: A Biography. New York: Norton, 1995.

Thomas, John L. The Liberator: William Lloyd Garrison, a Biography. Boston: Little, Brown, 1963.

Thompson, Jerry D. Henry Hopkins Sibley: Confederate General of the West. Natchitoches, LA: Northwestern State University Press, 1987.

Tidwell, William A., James O. Hall, and David Winfred Gaddy. Come Retribution: The Confederate Secret Service and the Assassination of Lincoln. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1988.

Tobin, Jacqueline, and Hettie Jones. From Midnight to Dawn: The Last Tracks of the Underground Railroad. New York: Doubleday, 2007.

Townsend, George Alfred. Rustics in Rebellion: A Yankee Reporter on the Road to Richmond, 1861–65. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1950.

Trelease, Allen W. White Terror: The Ku Klux Klan Conspiracy and Southern Reconstruction. New York: Harper and Row, 1971.

Trudeau, Noah Andre. Bloody Roads South: The Wilderness to Cold Harbor, May–June 1864. Boston: Little, Brown, 1989.

Trudeau, Noah Andre. Gettysburg: A Testing of Courage. New York: HarperCollins, 2002.

Trudeau, Noah Andre. The Last Citadel: Petersburg, Virginia, June 1864–April 1865. Boston: Little, Brown, 1991.

Trudeau, Noah Andre. Out of the Storm: The End of the Civil War, April–June 1865. Boston: Little, Brown, 1994.

Trudeau, Noah Andre. Southern Storm: Sherman’s March to the Sea. New York: Harper, 2008.

Trulock, Alice Rains. In the Hands of Providence: Joshua L. Chamberlain and the American Civil War. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1992.

Tucker, Glenn. Chickamauga: Bloody Battle in the West. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1961.

Tucker, Glenn. High Tide at Gettysburg: The Campaign in Pennsylvania. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1958.

Tucker, Spencer C. Andrew Foote: Civil War Admiral on Western Waters. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2000.

Tucker, Spencer C. Blue and Gray Navies: The Civil War Afloat. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2006.

Tucker, Spencer C. Brigadier General John D. Imboden: Confederate Commander in the Shenandoah. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2002.

Tucker, Spencer C. Raphael Semmes and the Alabama. Fort Worth, TX: McWhiney Foundation Press, 1996.

Tucker, Spencer C. Unconditional Surrender: The Capture of Forts Henry and Donelson. Abilene, TX: McWhiney Foundation Press, 2001.

Turner, George Edgar. Victory Rode the Rails: The Strategic Place of the Railroads in the Civil War. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1953.

Turner, Maxine T. Navy Gray: A Story of the Confederate Navy on the Chattahoochee and Apalachicola Rivers. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1988.

United States Navy Department. Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion. 31 vols. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1894–1927.

United States War Department. The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies. 128 vols. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1880–1901.

Van der Heuvel, Gerry. Crowns of Thorns and Glory: Mary Todd Lincoln and Varina Howell Davis, the Two First Ladies of the Civil War. New York: Dutton, 1988.

Vandiver, Frank Everson. Jubal’s Raid: General Early’s Famous Attack on Washington in 1864. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1960.

Varon, Elizabeth R. Southern Lady, Yankee Spy: The True Story of Elizabeth Van Lew, a Union Agent in the Heart of the Confederacy. New York: Oxford University Press, 2003.

Vinovskis, Maris. Toward a Social History of the American Civil War: Exploratory Essays. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1990.

Vorenberg, Michael. Final Freedom: The Civil War, the Abolition of Slavery, and the Thirteenth Amendment. Cambridge Historical Studies in American Law and Society. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2001.

Wade, Wyn Craig. The Fiery Cross: The Ku Klux Klan in America. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1987.

Wagner, Margaret E., Gary W. Gallagher, and Paul Finkelman, eds. The Library of Congress Civil War Desk Reference. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2002.

Walker, Sally M. Secrets of a Civil War Submarine: Solving the Mysteries of the H. L. Hunley. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 2005.

Wall, Joseph Frazier. Andrew Carnegie. New York: Oxford University Press, 1970.

Walther, Eric H. The Fire-Eaters. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1992.

Ward, Andrew. River Run Red: The Fort Pillow Massacre in the American Civil War. New York: Viking, 2005.

Ward, Andrew. The Slaves’ War: The Civil War in the Words of Former Slaves. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2008.

Ward, Geoffrey C., Ken Burns, and Ric Burns. The Civil War: An Illustrated History. New York: Knopf, 1990.

Ward, Geoffrey C., and Ken Burns. Not for Ourselves Alone: The Story of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony; An Illustrated History. New York: Knopf, 1999.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

Warner, Ezra J. Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2006.

Washington, Versalle F. Eagles on Their Buttons: A Black Infantry Regiment in the Civil War. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1999.

Waugh, John C. The Class of 1846: From West Point to Appomattox; Stonewall Jackson, George McClellan, and Their Brothers. New York: Warner Books, 1994.

Waugh, John C. Surviving the Confederacy: Rebellion, Ruin, and Recovery; Roger and Sara Pryor during the Civil War. New York: Harcourt, 2002.

Weber, Jennifer L. Copperheads: The Rise and Fall of Lincoln’s Opponents in the North. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006.

Weddle, Kevin John. Lincoln’s Tragic Admiral: The Life of Samuel Francis Du Pont. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2005.

Weigley, Russell Frank. A Great Civil War: A Military and Political History, 1861–1865. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2000.

Weigley, Russell Frank. Quartermaster General of the Union Army: A Biography of M. C. Meigs. New York: Columbia University Press, 1959.

Weintraub, Stanley. Uncrowned King: The Life of Prince Albert. New York: Free Press, 1997.

Weisberger, Bernard A. Reporters for the Union. Boston: Little, Brown, 1953.

Weitz, Mark A. More Damning Than Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate Army. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2005.

Wellman, Paul I. The House Divides: The Age of Jackson and Lincoln, from the War of 1812 to the Civil War. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1966.

Werner, Emmy E. Reluctant Witnesses: Children’s Voices from the Civil War. Boulder, CO: Westview, 1998.

Wert, Jeffry D. A Brotherhood of Valor: The Common Soldiers of the Stonewall Brigade, C.S.A., and the Iron Brigade, U.S.A. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1999.

Wert, Jeffry D. Cavalryman of the Lost Cause: A Biography of J. E. B. Stuart. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2008.

Wert, Jeffry D. Custer: The Controversial Life of George Armstrong Custer. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1996.

Wert, Jeffry D. From Winchester to Cedar Creek: The Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1864. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole, 1997.

Wert, Jeffry D. General James Longstreet, the Confederacy’s Most Controversial Soldier: A Biography. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1993.

Wert, Jeffry D. Gettysburg: Day Three. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2001.

Wert, Jeffry D. Mosby’s Rangers. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1990.

Wert, Jeffry D. The Sword of Lincoln: The Army of the Potomac. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2005.

West, Richard S. Gideon Welles: Lincoln’s Navy Department. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1943.

West, Richard S. Lincoln’s Scapegoat General: A Life of Benjamin F. Butler, 1818–1893. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1965.

West, Richard S. Mr. Lincoln’s Navy. New York: Longmans, Green, 1957.

Whan, Vorin E. Fiasco at Fredericksburg. University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1961.

Wheeler, Richard. The Siege of Vicksburg. New York: Crowell, 1978.

Wheeler, Richard. Voices of the Civil War. New York: Crowell, 1976.

Wheeler, Richard. Witness to Gettysburg. New York: Harper and Row, 1987.

White, G. Edward. Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes: Law and the Inner Self. New York: Oxford University Press, 1993.

White, Ronald C. Lincoln’s Greatest Speech: The Second Inaugural. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2002.

Whitman, Walt. Specimen Days & Collect. Philadelphia: David McKay, 1883.

Wiley, Bell Irvin. The Life of Billy Yank: The Common Soldier of the Union. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1952.

Wiley, Bell Irvin. The Life of Johnny Reb: The Common Soldier of the Confederacy. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1943.

Williams, Cecil B. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. New York: Twayne, 1964.

Williams, David. A People’s History of the Civil War: Struggles for the Meaning of Freedom. New York: New Press, 2005.

Williams, Kenneth P. Lincoln Finds a General: A Military Study of the Civil War. New York: Macmillan, 1949.

Williams, Robert Chadwell. Horace Greeley: Champion of American Freedom. New York: New York University Press, 2006.

Williams, T. Harry. Lincoln and His Generals. New York: Knopf, 1952.

Williams, T. Harry. P. G. T. Beauregard: Napoleon in Gray. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1955.

Wills, Brian Steel. A Battle from the Start: The Life of Nathan Bedford Forrest. New York: HarperCollins, 1992.

Wills, Garry. Lincoln at Gettysburg: The Words That Remade America. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1992.

Wilson, Charles Reagan. Baptized in Blood: The Religion of the Lost Cause, 1865–1920. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1980.

Wilson, Edmund. Patriotic Gore: Studies in the Literature of the American Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1962.

Wilson, Theodore Brantner. The Black Codes of the South. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1965.

Winik, Jay. April 1865: The Month That Saved America. New York: HarperCollins, 2001.

Winks, Robin W. Canada and the United States: The Civil War Years. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1960.

Wise, Stephen R. Lifeline of the Confederacy: Blockade Running during the Civil War. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1988.

Wittenburg, Eric J. Glory Enough for All: Sheridan’s Second Raid and the Battle of Trevilian Station. Washington, DC: Brassey’s, 2001.

Wittenburg, Eric J. Little Phil: A Reassessment of the Civil War Leadership of Gen. Philip H. Sheridan. Washington, DC: Brassey’s, 2002.

Woodworth, Steven E. The American Civil War: A Handbook of Literature and Research. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 1996.

Woodworth, Steven E. Beneath a Northern Sky: A Short History of the Gettysburg Campaign. Wilmington, DE: SR Books, 2003.

Woodworth, Steven E. Civil War Generals in Defeat. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1999.

Woodworth, Steven E. Davis and Lee at War. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1995.

Woodworth, Steven E. Grant’s Lieutenants: From Cairo to Vicksburg. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2001.

Woodworth, Steven E. Grant’s Lieutenants: From Chattanooga to Appomattox. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2008.

Woodworth, Steven E. Jefferson Davis and His Generals: The Failure of Confederate Command in the West. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1990.

Woodworth, Steven E. Manifest Destinies: America’s Westward Expansion and the Road to the Civil War. New York: Knopf, 2010.

Woodworth, Steven E. No Band of Brothers: Problems in the Rebel High Command. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1999.

Woodworth, Steven E. Nothing but Victory: The Army of the Tennessee, 1861–1865. New York: Knopf, 2005.

Wooster, Robert. The Civil War 100: A Ranking of the Most Influential People in the War between the States. Secaucus, NJ: Carol Publishing Group, 1998.

Yacovone, Donald. Freedom’s Journey: African American Voices of the Civil War. Chicago: Lawrence Hill Books, 2004.

Young, Kenneth Ray. The General’s General: The Life and Times of Arthur MacArthur. Boulder, CO: Westview, 1994.

MATTHEW J. WAYMAN


Contributors

Volume Editor

Dr. Spencer C. Tucker

Senior Fellow

Military History, ABC-CLIO, LLC

Editors, Documents Volume

James R. Arnold

Independent Scholar

Roberta Wiener

Managing Editor

The Journal of Military History

Society of Military History

Associate Editor

Dr. Paul G. Pierpaoli Jr.

Fellow

Military History, ABC-CLIO, LLC

Assistant Editors

Dr. David Coffey

Associate Professor and Chair

Department of History and Philosophy

University of Tennessee at Martin

Contributors

Joseph Adamczyk

Independent Scholar

Nancy L. Adgent

Project Archivist

Rockefeller Archive Center

Nathan Bennett Albright

Norwich University

Randal Allred

Associate Professor

Brigham Young University–Hawaii

Keith Altavilla

Texas Christian University

Jack D. Andersen

Independent Scholar

Angela M. Atkinson

Independent Scholar

Rolando Avila

University of Texas–Pan American

Dr. Barbara Bair

Historian

Library of Congress

Ralph Martin Baker

Independent Scholar

Dr. E. Susan Barber

Associate Professor of History

College of Notre Dame of Maryland

M. Lynn Barnes

Independent Scholar

Justin Barr

Yale University

Dr. J. Boone Bartholomees Jr.

Professor of Military History

U.S. Army War College

Dr. Jeffrey D. Bass

Baylor University

Dr. Michael K. Beauchamp

Visiting Assistant Professor

Texas A&M University at Qatar

Qatar

Walter F. Bell

Independent Scholar

Claude G. Berube

U.S. Naval Academy

Dr. Alexander M. Bielakowski

U.S. Army Command and General Staff College

Louis Bielakowski

Independent Scholar

Debra A. Blake

Public Services Branch Head

North Carolina State Archives

Scott Blanchette

Vice President, Chief Technology Officer, and Chief Security Officer

Healthways, Inc.

Dr. Kenneth J. Blume

Professor of History

Albany College of Pharmacy

Brigadier General Philip L. Bolté (Retired)

U.S. Army

Molly Bompane

Photo Curator

U.S. Army Military Institute

Allan S. Boyce

U.S. Army Command and General Staff College

Kevin M. Brady

Assistant Professor of History

Tidewater Community College

Ron Briley

Assistant Head of School

Sandia Preparatory School

Robert P. Broadwater

Independent Scholar

Dr. Stefan M. Brooks

Assistant Professor of Political Science

Lindsey Wilson College

Dr. John Thomas Broom

Associate Program Director and Senior Adjunct Professor

Norwich University

Gates Brown

Independent Scholar

Robert M. Brown

Assistant Professor, Department of Joint, Interagency & Multinational Operations

U.S. Army Command and General Staff College

Shannon Allen Brown

Independent Scholar

Vance Burke

Westwood College

Dr. William E. Burns

George Washington University

Ted Butler

Independent Scholar

Andrew Byers

Duke University

Bill Cameron

Independent Scholar

Joshua Adam Camper

Mississippi State University

Dr. Jack J. Cardoso

Professor of History, Emeritus

State University of New York College at Buffalo

Rev. Dr. David M. Carletta

Independent Scholar

María Agui Carter

Iguana Films

Bert Chapman

Government Information, Political Science, & Economics Librarian

Purdue University Libraries

Dr. Errol MacGregor Clauss

Professor of History, Emeritus

Salem College

Robert H. Clemm

Ohio State University

Mary Lynn Cluff

Independent Scholar

Dr. David Coffey

Associate Professor and Chair

Department of History and Philosophy

University of Tennessee at Martin

Kerry M. Cohen

University of Alabama

Dennis B. Conklin

Independent Scholar

Dr. Jeffery B. Cook

Professor of History

North Greenville University

Dr. Rory T. Cornish

Professor of History

Winthrop University

Neil Cotton

Independent Scholar

Jack Covarrubias

Old Dominion University

Karen L. Cox

Associate Professor of History

University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Dr. Michael Creswell

Associate Professor of History

Florida State University

Lynda L. Crist

Editor, The Papers of Jefferson Davis

Rice University

Jacob C. Damm

Marine Corps University–History Division

Dr. Gregory J. Dehler

Front Range Community College

Dr. Timothy J. Demy

Associate Professor of Military Ethics

Naval War College

Marcel A. Derosier

Independent Scholar

Dr. Shauna Devine

Duke University

Keith D. Dickson

Professor of Military Studies

Joint Forces Staff College

National Defense University

Richard Digby-Junger

Western Michigan University

Dr. Steven Nathaniel Dossman

Texas Christian University

Michael B. Dougan

Professor of History, Emeritus

Arkansas State University

Hubert Dubrulle

Independent Scholar

Dr. Robert M. Dunkerly

National Park Service

Andrew Duppstadt

Assistant Curator of Education

North Carolina Division of Historic Sites

Rick Dyson

Information Services Librarian

Missouri Western State University

Dr. Nancy Driscol Engle

Independent Scholar

Brit K. Erslev

United States Military Academy

James L. Erwin

Independent Scholar

Dr. Lee Eysturlid

Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy

Dean Fafoutis

Salisbury University

Steve Flaig

University of North Texas

Paul E. Fontenoy

Curator of Maritime Research

North Carolina Maritime Museum

Andrew K. Frank

Florida State University

Dr. John C. Fredriksen

Independent Scholar

Dr. Derek W. Frisby

Middle Tennessee State University

Joshua Fulton

Moraine Valley Community College

Dr. Michael P. Gabriel

Chair and Professor of History

Kutztown University

J. Matthew Gallman

Professor of History

University of Florida

Charles Dana Gibson

Independent Scholar

Christina Girod

Independent Scholar

Robert L. Glaze

University of Tennessee

Jason Godin

Independent Scholar

Dr. Martin K. Gordon

Adjunct Professor of History

University of Maryland University College

Dr. Pamela Lee Gray

Purdue University

Dr. Charles D. Grear

Assistant Professor of History

Prairie View A&M University

Rick Griset

Historian

480th Intelligence Wing

Dr. Jennifer Lynn Gross

Associate Professor of History

Jacksonville State University

Jeff Hall

Independent Scholar

Dr. Michael R. Hall

Professor of History

Armstrong Atlantic State University

Neil Hamilton

Independent Scholar

Justin Harmon

Independent Scholar

Phillip Harp III

Independent Scholar

Peter Harrington

Curator, ASKB Military Collection

Brown University Library

Dr. Jennifer Harrison

Professor of History

Kaplan University

Dr. Glenn P. Hastedt

James Madison University

Alan J. Hawk

Historical Collections Manager

National Museum of Health and Medicine

A. W. R. Hawkins III

Texas Tech University

John Healy

Drew University

Theresa Storey Hefner-Babb

Assistant Professor, Documents/Reference Services Librarian

Lamar University

Dr. Donald E. Heidenreich Jr.

Professor of History

Lindenwood University

Joseph Heim

California University of Pennsylvania

Glenn E. Helm

Director

Navy Department Library

Sean M. Heuvel

Christopher Newport University

Newport News, Virginia

Dr. Neil M. Heyman

San Diego State University

Dr. Paula Katherine Hinton

Tennessee Technological University

Julie Holcomb

Director

Pearce Collections Museum at Navarro College

Gerald D. Holland Jr.

American Military University

Dr. Charles F. Howlett

Molloy College

C. Alvin Hughes

Professor of History

Austin Peay State University

Dr. Judson L. Jeffries

Ohio State University

Andy Johns

Independent Scholar

Gary D. Joiner

Independent Scholar

Dr. Robert B. Kane

Director of History

Air University

Jerry Keenan

Independent Scholar

Richard F. Kehrberg

Independent Scholar

Dr. David M. Keithly

American Military University

William W. Kelly Jr.

Independent Scholar

Sigrid Kelsey

Associate Librarian

Louisiana State University

John R. Kennedy

Supervisory Assistant Professor

U.S. Army Command and General Staff College

Dr. Gary Kerley

Independent Scholar

Martin Kich

Professor of English

Wright State University–Lake Campus

Dr. Deborah Kidwell

U.S. Army Command and General Staff College

Dr. Jeff Kinard

Professor and Chair, Department of History

Guilford Technical Community College

Dr. David J. Kiracofe

Professor of History

Tidewater Community College

Dr. Robert Kirkland

Independent Scholar

Dr. Nicholas A. Krehbiel

Washburn University

Matthew J. Krogman

Independent Scholar

Juliana M. Kuipers

Processing Assistant

Harvard University Archives

Daniel W. Kuthy

Georgia Gwinnett College

Alan K. Lamm

Professor of History

Mount Olive College

S. J. Lange

Assistant Professor of Government

Morehead State University

Dr. Tom Lansford

Dean

University of Southern Mississippi

Dr. Kate Clifford Larson

Simmons College

Mark F. Leep

Independent Scholar

Raymond W. Leonard

Assistant Professor of History

Central Missouri State University

LaVonne Jackson Leslie

Howard University

Dr. W. Terry Lindley

Professor of History

Union University

Jeannine M. Loftus

Independent Scholar

Dana Lombardy

Vice President

World War One Historical Association

Dr. John R. Lundberg

Texas Christian University

Jason Lutz

Georgia State University

Michael E. Lynch

Chief, Educational Programs

Army Heritage and Education Center

Robert A. Lynn

Independent scholar

Dr. Wendy A. Maier-Sarti

Professor of History

Oakton Community College

Robert W. Malick

Adjunct Professor of History

Harrisburg Area Community College

Patrick Mallory

Independent Scholar

Martin J. Manning

Librarian/Archivist

U.S. Department of State

Dr. Terry M. Mays

The Citadel

Dr. Jack McCallum

Adjunct Professor

Department of History and Geography

Texas Christian University

Dr. Joseph M. McCarthy

Professor of History, Emeritus

Suffolk University

Dr. Stephen McCullough

Mississippi University for Women

William McGuire

Independent Scholar

James McIntyre

Assistant Professor of History

Moraine Valley Community College

Michael W. J. McKeown

Independent Scholar

Dr. James Brian McNabb

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

Christopher A. Mekow

Shiloh National Military Park

Dr. William H. Mengel Jr.

U.S. Military Academy

Dr. Jay A. Menzoff

Armstrong Atlantic State University

Joshua Michael

Library Director

Baptist Bible College & Seminary

Richard M. Mickle

Independent Scholar

Dr. Wesley Moody

Florida State College at Jacksonville

Dr. Gregory Moore

Professor of History

Notre Dame College

Dr. Gene Mueller

Independent Scholar

Dr. Malcolm Muir Jr.

Professor of History

Virginia Military Institute

Dr. B. Keith Murphy

Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Fort Valley State University

Dr. Justin D. Murphy

Director, Academy of Freedom;

Brand Professor of History

Department of History, Political Science, and Geography

Howard Payne University

Dr. Jennifer M. Murray

Professor of History

Coastal Carolina University

Casey Musselman

Independent Scholar

Timothy Neeno

Independent Scholar

Dr. Charles P. Neimeyer

Director, History Division

Marine Corps University

Dr. Paul David Nelson

Julian-Van Dusen Professor Emeritus of American History

Berea College

Dr. Mitchell Newton-Matza

Independent Scholar

Julia Huston Nguyen

Independent Scholar

Michael R. Nichols

Independent Scholar

Dawn Ottevaere Nickeson

Michigan State University

Jeff Obermeyer

Independent Scholar

Steven G. O’Brien

Independent Scholar

Christopher J. Olsen

Chair and Associate Professor of History

Indiana State University

R. Ray Ortensie

Command Curator

United States Air Force

Lazarus O’Sako

Independent Scholar

Charlene T. Overturf

Armstrong Atlantic State University

Major Jason N. Palmer

U.S. Army

Sara Pappa

Independent Scholar

Leah D. Parker

Texas Christian University

Dr. Michael Pasquier

Assistant Professor of Religious Studies

Louisiana State University

Russell S. Perkins

Independent Scholar

Vanja Petričević

Georgia State University

Donald A. Petrie

Independent Scholar

Richard W. Peuser

Archivist

National Archives

Allene S. Phy-Olsen

Professor Emerita of English

Austin Peay State University

Dr. Jim Piecuch

Assistant Professor of History

Department of History

Kennesaw State University

Dr. Paul G. Pierpaoli Jr.

Fellow

Military History, ABC-CLIO, LLC

Dr. Thomas Lynwood Powers

Professor of History

University of South Carolina–Sumter

Barry M. Pritzker

Independent Scholar

James H. Pruitt II

Texas A&M University

Dr. Jeffery S. Prushankin

Assistant Professor, Civil War Era Studies

Millersville University

Dr. Ethan Rafuse

U.S. Army Command and General Staff College

Dr. Steven J. Ramold

Eastern Michigan University

Steven J. Rauch

Command Historian

U.S. Army Signal Center

Ryan Reed

Independent Scholar

John R. Reese

Professor of Strategy and Leadership

Air Command and Staff College

Lieutenant Colonel Christopher M. Rein

Assistant Professor of History

U.S. Air Force Academy

Rhonda L. Reymond

West Virginia University

Eric V. Reynolds

Independent Scholar

Joseph M. Rizzo

West Virginia University

Dr. Giselle Roberts

La Trobe University

Dr. William B. Rogers

Associate Dean

Drew University

Thaddeus M. Romansky

Texas A&M University

Charles Rosenberg

Independent Scholar

Rodney J. Ross

Senior Professor of History/Geography

Harrisburg Area Community College

Dr. Anne Sarah Rubin

Associate Professor of History

University of Maryland, Baltimore County

Anna Rulska

Old Dominion University

James G. Ryan

Texas A&M University

Dr. John M. Sacher

University of Central Florida

Kelly Boyer Sagert

Independent Scholar

Dr. Richard A. Sauers

Executive Director

Packwood House Museum

Harry N. Scheiber

Riesenfeld Professor of Law and History

University of California, Berkeley

Nancy Gray Schoonmaker

University of North Carolina

Nancy Schurr

Independent Scholar

Captain Carl Otis Schuster (Retired)

U.S. Navy

Hawaii Pacific University

Mark Schwartz

Communication Officer

Alexandria Library

Larry Schweikart

Independent Scholar

James Scythes

West Chester University of Pennsylvania

Dr. Thomas E. Sebrell II

Visiting Lecturer

Department of Social and Historical Studies

University of Westminster

London, England

Kelly D. Selby

Kent State University

John Sharpe

Independent Scholar

Jeff Shaw

Salve Regina University

Dr. Debra J. Sheffer

Associate Professor of History

Park University

James E. Shircliffe Jr.

Principal Research Analyst

CENTRA Technology, Inc.

Daniel Skidmore-Hess

Professor of Political Science

Armstrong Atlantic State University

David Sloan

Research and Development Coordinator

Morehead State University

Margaret Sloan

Independent Scholar

Donna Smith

Associate Professor of Library Services

Northern Kentucky University

Gene A. Smith

Professor of History

Texas Christian University

Lisa M. Smith

University of Akron

Dr. Mark A. Smith

Fort Valley State University

Dr. David R. Snyder

Austin Peay State University

Justin S. Solonick

Texas Christian University

Dr. Daniel E. Spector

Alabama Humanities Foundation Road Scholar

Dr. Mark G. Spencer

Brock University

Dr. Paul J. Springer

Professor of Comparative Military Studies

Air Command and General Staff College

Dr. Ian M. Spurgeon

Independent Scholar

Melissa Stallings

Independent Scholar

Gregory N. Stern

Florida State University

Dr. Donald Stoker

Professor of Strategy and Policy

U.S. Naval War College, Monterey Program, Naval Postgraduate School

Dr. Stephen C. Svonavec

Associate Professor of History

Middle Georgia College

Gerald D. Swick

Independent Scholar

Kevin P. S. Tanner Jr.

Austin Peay State University

James P. Tate III

3rd US Regular Infantry Reenactors, Inc.

Randy J. Taylor

Librarian

Howard Payne University

Joseph M. Thatcher

Independent Scholar

William H. Thiesen

Atlantic Area Historian

Coast Guard

Mark Thompson

University of North Carolina, Pembroke

Ellen H. Todras

Independent Scholar

Rebecca Tolley-Stokes

Associate Professor and Librarian

East Tennessee State University

Bradley P. Tolppanen

Eastern Illinois University, Booth Library

Angela D. Tooley

Kennesaw State University

Jennifer Day Tope

Independent Scholar

Gerald Torrence

Deputy Director and Director of Operations

U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center

Dr. Spencer C. Tucker

Senior Fellow

Military History, ABC-CLIO, LLC

Dr. Minoa Uffelman

Austin Peay State University

Dallace W. Unger Jr.

Independent Scholar

José Valente

Independent Scholar

Antoinette G. van Zelm

Historian

Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area

John R. Vile

Dean, University Honors College

Middle Tennessee State University

Jay Warner

South Conejos School District RE-10

Dr. Kathleen Warnes

Independent Scholar

Dr. William E. Watson

Associate Professor of History

Immaculata University

Tim J. Watts

Content Development Librarian

Kansas State University

Matthew J. Wayman

Head Librarian

Penn State Schuylkill

Lieutenant Colonel Frank X. Weiss (Retired)

U.S. Army

Dr. Seth A. Weitz

Dalton State College

Dr. Cheryl A. Wells

University of Wyoming

Charles J. Wexler

Auburn University

Leslie Wheeler

Independent Scholar

Ashanti White

ACE Scholar

University of North Carolina at Greensboro

Jacqueline E. Whitt

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Dr. Wyndham E. Whynot

Professor of History

Livingstone College

William Whyte

Adjunct Professor of History

Northampton Community College

Dr. James H. Willbanks

Director, Department of Military History

U.S. Army Command and General Staff College

Fort Leavenworth

Charles H. Williams

Texas A&M University

Adam P. Wilson

Independent Scholar

Dr. Bradford A. Wineman

Associate Professor of Military History

U.S. Marine Corps Command and Staff College

Dr. Anna M. Wittmann

University of Alberta

Canada

Kanisorn Wongsrichanalai

University of Virginia

Dr. Brett F. Woods

American Public University System

Dr. Steven E. Woodworth

Professor of History

Department of History

Texas Christian University

Dr. Ben Wynne

Associate Professor of History

Gainesville State College

E. Michael Young

Trinity Valley Community College

Dr. David T. Zabecki

Major General

Army of the United States, Retired

Rebecca L. Zimmer

Independent Scholar


AMERICAN CIVIL WAR


AMERICAN CIVIL WAR

The Definitive Encyclopedia and Document Collection

VOLUME VI: DOCUMENTS

 

Dr. Spencer C. Tucker

Editor

 

James Arnold and Roberta Wiener

Documents Editors

 

Dr. Paul G. Pierpaoli Jr.

Associate Editor

 

Dr. David Coffey

Assistant Editor

 

[image: image]

Santa Barbara, California  Denver, Colorado  Oxford, England


Copyright 2013 by ABC-CLIO, LLC

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, except for the inclusion of brief quotations in a review, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

American Civil War : the definitive encyclopedia and document collection / Spencer C. Tucker, Editor.

pages cm

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-1-85109-677-0 (hardcover : alk. paper) — ISBN 978-1-85109-682-4 (ebook)

1. United States—History—Civil War, 1861–1865—Encyclopedias. 2. United States—History—Civil War, 1861–1865—Sources. I. Tucker, Spencer, 1937– editor.

E468.A5329   2013

973.703—dc23             2013016414

ISBN: 978-1-85109-677-0
EISBN: 978-1-85109-682-4

17 16 15 14 13        1 2 3 4 5

This book is also available on the World Wide Web as an eBook.
Visit www.abc-clio.com for details.

ABC-CLIO, LLC
130 Cremona Drive, P.O. Box 1911
Santa Barbara, California 93116-1911

This book is printed on acid-free paper [image: image]
Manufactured in the United States of America

Every reasonable effort has been made to trace the owners of copyright materials in this book, but in some instances this has proven impossible. The editors and publishers will be glad to receive information leading to more complete acknowledgments in subsequent printings of the book and in the meantime extend their apologies for any omissions.


To my good friend
G. Malcolm Louden


About the Editors

Spencer C. Tucker, PhD, has been senior fellow in military history at ABC-CLIO since 2003. He is the author or editor of 43 books and encyclopedias, many of which have won prestigious awards. Tucker’s last academic position before his retirement from teaching was the John Biggs Chair in Military History at the Virginia Military Institute, Lexington, VA. He has been a Fulbright scholar, a visiting research associate at the Smithsonian Institution, and, as a U. S. Army captain, an intelligence analyst in the Pentagon. His recently published works include The Encyclopedia of the Mexican-American War: A Political, Social, and Military History; The Encyclopedia of the War of 1812: A Political, Social, and Military History; and Almanac of American Military History, all published by ABC-CLIO.

James R. Arnold is the author of more than 20 military history books and has contributed to numerous others. His published works include Jeff Davis’s Own: Cavalry, Comanches, and the Battle for the Texas Frontier and Napoleon Conquers Austria: The 1809 Campaign for Vienna, which won the International Napoleonic Society’s Literary Award in 1995. His two newest titles are The Moro War: How America Battled a Muslim Insurgency in the Philippine Jungle, 1902–1903 and Napoleon’s Triumph: The Friedland Campaign, 1807.

Roberta Wiener is managing editor for the Journal of Military History. She has written The American West: Living the Frontier Dream and coauthored numerous history books for the school library market, including the 10-volume The Revolutionary War (2002) and the 13-volume 13 Colonies (2005).


AMERICAN CIVIL WAR EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

DR. JEFF KINARD

PROFESSOR AND CHAIR

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

GUILFORD TECHNICAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE

DR. PAUL DAVID NELSON

JULIAN-VAN DUSEN PROFESSOR EMERITUS OF AMERICAN HISTORY

BEREA COLLEGE

DR. CAROL REARDON

PROFESSOR OF MILITARY HISTORY

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

DR. STEVEN E. WOODWORTH

PROFESSOR OF HISTORY

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY


ABC-CLIO MILITARY HISTORY ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

DR. DAVID COFFEY

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR AND CHAIR

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY

UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AT MARTIN

DR. JAMES MATRAY

PROFESSOR AND CHAIR OF HISTORY

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, CHICO

DR. JACK MCCALLUM

ADJUNCT PROFESSOR

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY

TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

DR. JUSTIN D. MURPHY

DIRECTOR, ACADEMY OF FREEDOM;

BRAND PROFESSOR OF HISTORY

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, POLITICAL SCIENCE, AND GEOGRAPHY

HOWARD PAYNE UNIVERSITY

DR. JIM PIECUCH

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF HISTORY

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY

DR. CAROL REARDON

PROFESSOR OF MILITARY HISTORY

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

DR. PRISCILLA ROBERTS

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF HISTORY,

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES

HONORARY DIRECTOR,

CENTRE OF AMERICAN STUDIES

UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

DR. JAMES H. WILLBANKS

DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY HISTORY

U.S. ARMY COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF COLLEGE,

FORT LEAVENWORTH

DR. STEVEN E. WOODWORTH

PROFESSOR OF HISTORY

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

DR. DAVID T. ZABECKI

MAJOR GENERAL

ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES, RETIRED

HONORARY SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW IN WAR STUDIES WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM (ENGLAND) AND SENIOR HISTORIAN OF THE WIEDER HISTORY GROUP


Contents

Volume I: A–C

List of Entries

List of Tables

List of Maps

Preface

General Maps

Introduction

Overview of the Civil War, 1783–1812

Entries

Volume II: D–H

List of Entries

List of Tables

List of Maps

Entries

Volume III: I–N

List of Entries

List of Tables

List of Maps

Entries

Volume IV: O–S

List of Entries

List of Tables

List of Maps

Entries

Volume V: T–Z

List of Entries

List of Tables

List of Maps

Entries

Medals, Decorations, and Military Honors

Military Ranks

Glossary of Terms

Chronology

Bibliography

Contributors

Volume VI: Documents

List of Documents

Documents

Categorical Index

Index


List of Documents

1.  Fugitive Slave Acts (1793, 1850)

2.  Missouri Compromise (March 3, 1820) [Excerpts]

3.  Monroe Doctrine (December 2, 1823) [Excerpts]

4.  Act Creating a Commissioner of Indian Affairs (July 9, 1832)

5.  Daniel Webster: Address before Congress (March 7, 1850)

6.  Frederick Douglass: “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” (July 5, 1852)

7.  Harriet Beecher Stowe: Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) [Excerpt]

8.  Kansas-Nebraska Act (May 30, 1854)

9.  Charles Sumner: Speech to the U.S. Senate (May 19, 1856) [Excerpts]

10.  Scott v. Sanford (1857) [Excerpts]

11.  Lecompton Constitution (September 1857)

12.  James H. Hammond: Speech to the Senate (March 4, 1858) [Excerpt]

13.  Abraham Lincoln: House Divided Speech (June 16, 1858)

14.  Stephen A. Douglas: Freeport Doctrine (August 27, 1858)

15.  John Brown: Final Address to the Court (November 2, 1859)

16.  Constitutional Union Party Platform (1860)

17.  Daniel Decatur Emmett: “Dixie” (1860)

18.  South Carolina Ordinance of Secession (December 20, 1860)

19.  Varina Davis: Jefferson Davis: Ex-President of the Confederate States of America (Published 1890) [Excerpt]

20.  Jefferson Davis: Inaugural Address (February 18, 1861)

21.  Editorial: “The Declaration of War,” Richmond Enquirer (March 5, 1861)

22.  Confederate Constitution (March 11, 1861)

23.  Lincoln’s Cabinet Decision Regarding Resupply of Federal Forts (March 29, 1861)

24.  William H. Seward: Letter to Lincoln (April 1, 1861)

25.  Abraham Lincoln: Proclamation Calling Militia into National Service (April 15, 1861)

26.  Roger Jones: Union Correspondence Relating to Harpers Ferry (April 18 and 20, 1861)

27.  Abraham Lincoln: Proclamation Declaring a Blockade of Southern Ports (April 19, 1861)

28.  Robert E. Lee: Resignation from the U.S. Army (April 20, 1861)

29.  Roger B. Taney: Ex Parte Merryman (1861) [Excerpts]

30.  Jefferson Davis: Response to Lincoln Calling Out Militia (April 29, 1861)

31.  Richard H. Weightman: Report to President Jefferson Davis (May 20, 1861) [Excerpts]

32.  Joseph Henry: Letter Regarding Lowe’s Balloon (June 21, 1861)

33.  Abraham Lincoln: Address to Congress (July 4, 1861) [Excerpts]

34.  Ulysses S. Grant: Personal Memoirs of U. S. Grant (Events of July 1861) [Excerpt]

35.  Edward Porter Alexander: Memoir Excerpt about the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861)

36.  Irvin McDowell: Reports on the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861)

37.  Alfred Waud: Drawing of the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861)

38.  George B. McClellan: Letter to His Wife (July 27, 1861) [Excerpts]

39.  Rose Greenhow: Intelligence Reports (July 31–August 9, 1861)

40.  John C. Frémont: Proclamation Freeing Slaves of Missouri (August 30, 1861)

41.  Henry S. Olcott: Essay on Army Supply Fraud and the Poem “Song of the Shoddy” (September 21, 1861)

42.  Louis M. Goldsborough: Letter Warning about CSS Virginia (October 17, 1861)

43.  Charles Stone: Orders for the Battle of Balls Bluff (October 20 and 25, 1861)

44.  Julia Ward Howe: “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” (1861)

45.  Abraham Lincoln: Letter to Henry Halleck Regarding the Writ of Habeas Corpus (December 2, 1861)

46.  Harry McCarthy: “The Bonnie Blue Flag” (1861)

47.  Charles F. Adams: Letter to Seward (January 10, 1862)

48.  Ulysses S. Grant: Demand for Surrender (February 16, 1862)

49.  Union Correspondence Regarding the Monitor versus the Virginia (March–May 1862)

50.  Jefferson Davis: “To the House of Representatives” (March 25, 1862)

51.  Albert Sidney Johnston and Jefferson Davis: Correspondence before the Battle of Shiloh (April 3 and 4, 1862)

52.  Albert Sidney Johnston: Proclamation before the Battle of Shiloh (April 3, 1862)

53.  Elisha Stockwell: Memoir Excerpt about the Battle of Shiloh (1862)

54.  Henry Villard: Reporter’s Account of the Battle of Shiloh (1862)

55.  Braxton Bragg: Message to Beauregard (April 8, 1862)

56.  Jefferson Davis: Proclamation Suspending Habes Corpus (April 8, 1862)

57.  Conscription Acts (April 16, 1862, and March 3, 1863)

58.  Mary Loughborough: Letter about Visiting Casualties of the Battle of Shiloh (May 1, 1862)

59.  John R. Bartlett: Excerpt, Capture of New Orleans (1862)

60.  Sarah Morgan: Diary Entry about Secession (May 14, 1862)

61.  Homestead Act (May 20, 1862) [Excerpt]

62.  Henry Halleck: Letter to Secretary of War Stanton (May 22, 1862)

63.  Henry Kyd Douglas: Memoir Excerpt about Service with Stonewall Jackson (May 1862)

64.  George B. McClellan: Letter about the Peninsula Campaign (July 7, 1862)

65.  John Pope: Proclamation to His Troops (July 14, 1862)

66.  George Root: “The Battle Cry of Freedom” (July 1862)

67.  Sarah Morgan: Diary Entry about the Destruction of the Arkansas (August 6, 1862)

68.  E. H. Bereman: Letter to Her Husband (August 10, 1862)

69.  Little Crow: Speech Preceding the Minnesota Sioux Uprising (August 18, 1862)

70.  George B. McClellan: Message to Lincoln from Frederick, Maryland (September 13, 1862)

71.  Josiah Gorgas: Diary Entry about Southern Optimism (September 14, 1862)

72.  George Smalley: Union Newspaper Report about the Battle of Antietam (September 20, 1862)

73.  Alexander Gardner: Photograph of the Dead after the Battle of Antietam (September 1862)

74.  Alpheus S. Williams: Letter about the Battle of Antietam (September 22, 1862)

75.  Abraham Lincoln: Emancipation Proclamation (September 22, 1862)

76.  George B. McClellan: Report on the Battle of Antietam (October 15, 1862)

77.  Edward Porter Alexander: Memoir Excerpt on Confederate Recovery (Autumn 1862)

78.  Henry L. Abbott: Letter about the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 17, 1862)

79.  William S. Rosecrans: Report on the Battle of Stones River (January 5, 1863)

80.  Clement Vallandigham: Speech before Congress about the Conscription Bill (January 14, 1863)

81.  Abraham Lincoln: Letter Appointing Joseph Hooker to High Command (January 26, 1863)

82.  Carlos W. Colby: Journal Entry about Care of the Sick (January 29, 1863) [Excerpts]

83.  Samuel F. Du Pont: Letter about the Union Blockade (February 19, 1863) [Excerpt]

84.  Abraham Lincoln: Amnesty for Union Deserters (March 10, 1863)

85.  Impressment Act (March 26, 1863)

86.  Ulysses S. Grant and David D. Porter: Correspondence about Cooperation at Vicksburg (March 29, 1863)

87.  Virginia Clay-Clopton: Memoir Excerpt about Shortages in the Confederacy (1863)

88.  Julia Dent Grant: Memoir Excerpt on Running the Blockade at Vicksburg (1863)

89.  Instructions for the Government of Armies of the United States in the Field (April 24, 1863)

90.  Thomas E. Taylor: Book Excerpt, British Account of Running the Blockade (1863)

91.  Ulysses S. Grant: Memoir Excerpt about the Second Vicksburg Campaign (1863)

92.  C. B. Wilder: Testimony before American Freedmen’s Commission (May 9, 1863)

93.  Joseph E. Johnston and John C. Pemberton: Correspondence about the Defense of Vicksburg (May 13 and 14, 1863)

94.  John H. Reagan: Memoir Excerpt about a Confederate Cabinet Meeting (1863)

95.  Joseph E. Johnston: Memoir Excerpt about Pemberton’s Decision Regarding the Battle of Champion Hill (1863)

96.  S. H. M. Byers: Essay Excerpt on the Recollections of Grant (1863)

97.  Jacob B. Ritner: Letter to His Wife about the Second Vicksburg Campaign (May 24, 1863)

98.  Alvin P. Hovey: Report on the Battle of Champion Hill (May 25, 1863)

99.  Francis M. Cockrell: Report on the Battle of Champion Hill (August 1, 1863)

100.  Mary Loughborough: Book Excerpt on the Siege of Vicksburg (1864)

101.  Frank Wilkie: Newspaper Account, “General Grant in the Field” (June 12, 1863)

102.  John F. Brobst: Letter about the Second Vicksburg Campaign (July 5, 1863) [Excerpts]

103.  Amanda Edmonds: Journal Entry during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (July 13, 1863)

104.  Walt Whitman: Letters about Hospital Visits (June 22 and 30, 1863)

105.  Rufus Dawes: Book Excerpt, Union Account of the Battle of Gettysburg (1863)

106.  Edward Porter Alexander: Confederate Account of the Battle of Gettysburg (1863) [Excerpts]

107.  Henry L. Abbott: Letter, Union Account of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 6, 1863)

108.  Walt Whitman: Letter about the New York City Draft Riots (July 15, 1863)

109.  Robert E. Lee: Letter to Jefferson Davis (July 27, 1863)

110.  Josiah Gorgas: Diary Entry about Confederate Defeats at Gettysburg and Vicksburg (July 28, 1863)

111.  Robert E. Lee: Letter to Davis Offering to Resign (August 8, 1863)

112.  General Order Regarding the Pardon of Deserters (August 11, 1863)

113.  John Hay: Diary Entry about the Spencer Repeating Rifle (August 19, 1863)

114.  C. H. Crane: Inspection Report on Fort Delaware (September 3, 1863) [Excerpts]

115.  Daniel Harvey Hill: Essay Excerpt on the Battle of Chickamauga (1863)

116.  J. S. Fullerton: Excerpt about Major General George H. Thomas at the Battle of Chickamauga (1887)

117.  Sam R. Watkins: Book Excerpt, Aftermath of the Battle of Chickamauga (1863)

118.  John Hay: Diary Entry about the Battle of Chickamauga and Its Aftermath (September 27, 1863)

119.  James H. Gooding: Letter Protesting Unequal Pay for African American Troops (September 28, 1863)

120.  Samuel Beckwith: Book Excerpt on Union Telegraph Operations (1863)

121.  John A. Dahlgren: Report on the Confederate Torpedo Boat David (October 7, 1863)

122.  Abraham Lincoln: Gettysburg Address (November 19, 1863)

123.  George G. Meade: Letter about Grant (December 20, 1863)

124.  John R. Thompson: Song, “Richmond Is a Hard Road to Travel” (1863)

125.  J. H. Tomb and J. F. Green: Operations of the Confederate Torpedo Boat H. L. Hunley (March 7, 1864, and January 1865)

126.  James Longstreet: Letter Regarding the U.S. Presidential Election (March 5, 1864)

127.  Rufus Dawes: Letter about Grant (March 29, 1864)

128.  John B. Gordon: Book Excerpt on the Confederate Religious Revival (1864)

129.  E. J. Eldridge: Report on Andersonville Prison (May 6, 1864)

130.  Charles S. Wainwright: Journal Excerpt on the Engagement Prior to the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 7, 1864)

131.  Ulysses S. Grant: Report to Henry Halleck (May 11, 1864)

132.  Robert McAllister: Two Letters to His Wife (May 11 and June 6, 1864)

133.  John B. Gordon: Book Excerpt, Account of the Bloody Angle (1864)

134.  Robert McAllister: Report on the Bloody Angle (August 11, 1864)

135.  John F. Brobst: Letter Written during the Battle of Dallas (May 30, 1864)

136.  Edward Porter Alexander: Book Excerpt on Trench Warfare (1864)

137.  James H. Wilson: Book Excerpt on Union Staff Relations (1871)

138.  James H. Wilson: Book Excerpt on Union Morale (1864)

139.  Robert McAllister: Letter about the Petersburg Campaign (June 19, 1864) [Excerpts]

140.  Alpheus Williams: Two Letters about the Atlanta Campaign (July 26 and September 3, 1864) [Excerpts]

141.  Benjamin F. Wade and Henry W. Davis: Wade-Davis Manifesto (August 5, 1864) [Excerpts]

142.  Mary Chesnut: Diary Entry about Davis’s Selection of Hood (August 14, 1864)

143.  Ulysses S. Grant: Two Messages to Sheridan (August 16, 1864)

144.  Democratic Party Platform (August 31, 1864)

145.  John B. Hood and William T. Sherman: Correspondence after the Occupation of Atlanta (September 10–12, 1864)

146.  Philip H. Sheridan: Reports to Grant on the Shenandoah Valley (October 1 and 7, 1864)

147.  John B. Gordon: Book Excerpt, Account of the Battle of Cedar Creek (1864)

148.  Thomas Buchanan Read: Poem, “Sheridan’s Ride” (1864)

149.  Josiah Gorgas: Diary Entry about Ordnance and the Winter of 1864–1865 (October 22, 1864)

150.  Three Documents Relating to Indians in Confederate Service (October–November 1864)

151.  William T. Sherman: Orders Concerning the March to the Sea (November 8–9, 1864)

152.  Abraham Lincoln: Condolence Letter to Mrs. Bixby (November 21, 1864)

153.  James W. Forsythe: Instructions Regarding Guerrillas (November 27, 1864)

154.  John Greenleaf Whittier: Poem, “Barbara Freitchie” (1864)

155.  Ulysses S. Grant: Instructions Regarding Fort Fisher (January 3, 1865)

156.  Josiah Gorgas: Diary Entries Regarding a Confederate Victory (January 25 and 30, 1865)

157.  Freedmen’s Bureau Act (March 3, 1865) [Excerpts]

158.  Abraham Lincoln: Second Inaugural Address (March 4, 1865)

159.  Confederate Correspondence on the Tredegar Iron Works (March 7–11, 1865)

160.  Ulysses S. Grant: Surrender Terms (April 9, 1865)

161.  Robert E. Lee: General Order No. 9, Farewell to Troops (April 10, 1865) and Letter to Jefferson Davis (April 12, 1865)

162.  William T. Sherman and Joseph E. Johnston: Surrender Terms and General Order No. 8 (April 26–27, 1865)

163.  Henry C. Work: “Marching through Georgia” (1865)

164.  Lincoln Conspirators’ Trial (1865)

165.  Report of the Southern Treaty Commission (October 30, 1865)

166.  Andrew Johnson: Proclamation of Amnesty (December 8, 1865)

167.  Ulysses S. Grant: Report on Conditions in the South (December 18, 1865)

168.  George Cooper: Medical Examination of Jefferson Davis (May 9, 1866)

169.  Ely Parker: Letter to Ulysses S. Grant about Indian Affairs (ca. 1866) [Excerpts]

170.  Reconstruction Acts (1867)

171.  Articles of Impeachment (March 4, 1868)

172.  Ambrose Bierce: “A Horseman in the Sky” (Published 1892)


Documents

1. Fugitive Slave Acts (1793, 1850)

Introduction

The Fugitive Slave Acts were a stark reminder of the ugly reality of slavery in America. Passed on February 12, 1793, and signed into law by President George Washington, the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793 implemented Article IV, Section 2, of the U.S. Constitution, which prohibited states from freeing persons “held to Service or Labour” and required states to return fugitive slaves to the state from which they had fled. The Fugitive Slave Act made it a federal offense to assist escapees and permitted the seizure of escaped slaves—as well as any children subsequently born to them—in any state of the Union for as long as they lived. The act also specifically recognized the role of agents—known as slave catchers—in securing escaped slaves and authorized judges and magistrates to approve the transfer of slaves. However, states in the North passed laws that made the Fugitive Slave Act more difficult to enforce. The addition of vast new territories acquired from Mexico following the Mexican American War (1846–1848) reignited quarrels over the status of slavery. The three congressional titans of the antebellum decades—Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, and John C. Calhoun—played a part in crafting the Compromise of 1850, which admitted California as a free state, allowed the other new territories to decide for themselves, and toughened the Fugitive Slave Act. The new act imposed harsh penalties for assisting or failing to return runaway slaves, at the same time stripping free blacks of any legal right to challenge the claims of slave owners. Under the Fugitive Slave Acts, free blacks were frequently forced into slavery. Abolitionists, now legally required to assist slave owners, defiantly supported the Underground Railroad, organized to help slaves escape to Canada, where they were safe from American laws.

Primary Source

Fugitive Slave Act of 1793

An act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from the service of their masters.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever the executive authority of any state in the Union, or of either of the territories northwest or south of the river Ohio, shall demand any person as a fugitive from justice, of the executive authority of any such state or territory to which such person shall have fled, and shall moreover produce the copy of an indictment found, or an affidavit made before a magistrate of any state or territory as aforesaid, charging the person so demanded, with having committed treason, felony or other crime, certified as authentic by the governor or chief magistrate of the state or territory from whence the person so charged fled, it shall be the duty of the executive authority of the state or territory to which such person shall have fled, to cause him or her to be arrested and secured, and notice of the arrest to be given to the executive authority making such demand, or to the agent of such authority appointed to receive the fugitive, and to cause the fugitive to be delivered to such agent when he shall appear: But if no such agent shall appear within six months from the time of the arrest, the prisoner may be discharged. And all costs or expenses incurred in the apprehending, securing, and transmitting such fugitive to the state or territory making such demand, shall be paid by such state or territory.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That any agent, appointed as aforesaid, who shall receive the fugitive into his custody, shall be empowered to transport him or her to the state or territory from which he or she shall have fled. And if any person or persons shall by force set at liberty, or rescue the fugitive from such agent while transporting, as aforesaid, the person or persons so offending shall, on conviction, be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding one year.

Sec. 3. And be it also enacted, That when a person held to labour in any of the United States, or in either of the territories on the northwest or south of the river Ohio, under the laws thereof, shall escape into any other of the said states or territory, the person to whom such labour or service may be due, his agent or attorney, is hereby empowered to seize or arrest such fugitive from labour, and to take him or her before any judge of the circuit or district courts of the United States, residing or being within the state, or before any magistrate of a county, city or town corporate, wherein such seizure or arrest shall be made, and upon proof to the satisfaction of such judge or magistrate, either by oral testimony or affidavit taken before and certified by a magistrate of any such state or territory, that the person so seized or arrested, doth, under the laws of the state or territory from which he or she fled, owe service or labour to the person claiming him or her, it shall be the duty of such judge or magistrate to give a certificate thereof to such claimant, his agent or attorney, which shall be sufficient warrant for removing the said fugitive from labour, to the state or territory from which he or she fled.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any person who shall knowingly and willingly obstruct or hinder such claimant, his agent or attorney in so seizing or arresting such fugitive from labour, or shall rescue such fugitive from such claimant, his agent or attorney when so arrested pursuant to the authority herein given or declared; or shall harbor or conceal such person after notice that he or she was a fugitive from labour, as aforesaid, shall, for either of the said offences, forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars. Which penalty may be recovered by and for the benefit of such claimant, by action of debt, in any court proper to try the same; saving moreover to the person claiming such labour or service, his right of action for or on account of the said injuries or either of them.

Approved, February 12, 1793.

Source: “Proceedings and Debates of the House of Representatives of the United States at the Second Session of the Second Congress, Begun at the City of Philadelphia, November 5, 1792,” Annals of Congress, 2nd Congress, 2nd Session (November 5, 1792, to March 2, 1793), 1414–1415.

Fugitive Slave Act of 1850

Section 1

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the persons who have been, or may hereafter be, appointed commissioners, in virtue of any act of Congress, by the Circuit Courts of the United States, and who, in consequence of such appointment, are authorized to exercise the powers that any justice of the peace, or other magistrate of any of the United States, may exercise in respect to offenders for any crime or offense against the United States, by arresting, imprisoning, or bailing the same under and by the virtue of the thirty-third section of the act of the twenty-fourth of September seventeen hundred and eighty-nine, entitled “An Act to establish the judicial courts of the United States” shall be, and are hereby, authorized and required to exercise and discharge all the powers and duties conferred by this act.

Section 2

And be it further enacted, That the Superior Court of each organized Territory of the United States shall have the same power to appoint commissioners to take acknowledgments of bail and affidavits, and to take depositions of witnesses in civil causes, which is now possessed by the Circuit Court of the United States; and all commissioners who shall hereafter be appointed for such purposes by the Superior Court of any organized Territory of the United States, shall possess all the powers, and exercise all the duties, conferred by law upon the commissioners appointed by the Circuit Courts of the United States for similar purposes, and shall moreover exercise and discharge all the powers and duties conferred by this act.

Section 3

And be it further enacted, That the Circuit Courts of the United States shall from time to time enlarge the number of the commissioners, with a view to afford reasonable facilities to reclaim fugitives from labor, and to the prompt discharge of the duties imposed by this act.

Section 4

And be it further enacted, That the commissioners above named shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the judges of the Circuit and District Courts of the United States, in their respective circuits and districts within the several States, and the judges of the Superior Courts of the Territories, severally and collectively, in term-time and vacation; shall grant certificates to such claimants, upon satisfactory proof being made, with authority to take and remove such fugitives from service or labor, under the restrictions herein contained, to the State or Territory from which such persons may have escaped or fled.

Section 5

And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of all marshals and deputy marshals to obey and execute all warrants and precepts issued under the provisions of this act, when to them directed; and should any marshal or deputy marshal refuse to receive such warrant, or other process, when tendered, or to use all proper means diligently to execute the same, he shall, on conviction thereof, be fined in the sum of one thousand dollars, to the use of such claimant, on the motion of such claimant, by the Circuit or District Court for the district of such marshal; and after arrest of such fugitive, by such marshal or his deputy, or whilst at any time in his custody under the provisions of this act, should such fugitive escape, whether with or without the assent of such marshal or his deputy, such marshal shall be liable, on his official bond, to be prosecuted for the benefit of such claimant, for the full value of the service or labor of said fugitive in the State, Territory, or District whence he escaped: and the better to enable the said commissioners, when thus appointed, to execute their duties faithfully and efficiently, in conformity with the requirements of the Constitution of the United States and of this act, they are hereby authorized and empowered, within their counties respectively, to appoint, in writing under their hands, any one or more suitable persons, from time to time, to execute all such warrants and other process as may be issued by them in the lawful performance of their respective duties; with authority to such commissioners, or the persons to be appointed by them, to execute process as aforesaid, to summon and call to their aid the bystanders, or posse comitatus of the proper county, when necessary to ensure a faithful observance of the clause of the Constitution referred to, in conformity with the provisions of this act; and all good citizens are hereby commanded to aid and assist in the prompt and efficient execution of this law, whenever their services may be required, as aforesaid, for that purpose; and said warrants shall run, and be executed by said officers, any where in the State within which they are issued.

Section 6

And be it further enacted, That when a person held to service or labor in any State or Territory of the United States, has heretofore or shall hereafter escape into another State or Territory of the United States, the person or persons to whom such service or labor may be due, or his, her, or their agent or attorney, duly authorized, by power of attorney, in writing, acknowledged and certified under the seal of some legal officer or court of the State or Territory in which the same may be executed, may pursue and reclaim such fugitive person, either by procuring a warrant from some one of the courts, judges, or commissioners aforesaid, of the proper circuit, district, or county, for the apprehension of such fugitive from service or labor, or by seizing and arresting such fugitive, where the same can be done without process, and by taking, or causing such person to be taken, forthwith before such court, judge, or commissioner, whose duty it shall be to hear and determine the case of such claimant in a summary manner; and upon satisfactory proof being made, by deposition or affidavit, in writing, to be taken and certified by such court, judge, or commissioner, or by other satisfactory testimony, duly taken and certified by some court, magistrate, justice of the peace, or other legal officer authorized to administer an oath and take depositions under the laws of the State or Territory from which such person owing service or labor may have escaped, with a certificate of such magistracy or other authority, as aforesaid, with the seal of the proper court or officer thereto attached, which seal shall be sufficient to establish the competency of the proof, and with proof, also by affidavit, of the identity of the person whose service or labor is claimed to be due as aforesaid, that the person so arrested does in fact owe service or labor to the person or persons claiming him or her, in the State or Territory from which such fugitive may have escaped as aforesaid, and that said person escaped, to make out and deliver to such claimant, his or her agent or attorney, a certificate setting forth the substantial facts as to the service or labor due from such fugitive to the claimant, and of his or her escape from the State or Territory in which he or she was arrested, with authority to such claimant, or his or her agent or attorney, to use such reasonable force and restraint as may be necessary, under the circumstances of the case, to take and remove such fugitive person back to the State or Territory whence he or she may have escaped as aforesaid. In no trial or hearing under this act shall the testimony of such alleged fugitive be admitted in evidence; and the certificates in this and the first [fourth] section mentioned, shall be conclusive of the right of the person or persons in whose favor granted, to remove such fugitive to the State or Territory from which he escaped, and shall prevent all molestation of such person or persons by any process issued by any court, judge, magistrate, or other person whomsoever.

Section 7

And be it further enacted, That any person who shall knowingly and willingly obstruct, hinder, or prevent such claimant, his agent or attorney, or any person or persons lawfully assisting him, her, or them, from arresting such a fugitive from service or labor, either with or without process as aforesaid, or shall rescue, or attempt to rescue, such fugitive from service or labor, from the custody of such claimant, his or her agent or attorney, or other person or persons lawfully assisting as aforesaid, when so arrested, pursuant to the authority herein given and declared; or shall aid, abet, or assist such person so owing service or labor as aforesaid, directly or indirectly, to escape from such claimant, his agent or attorney, or other person or persons legally authorized as aforesaid; or shall harbor or conceal such fugitive, so as to prevent the discovery and arrest of such person, after notice or knowledge of the fact that such person was a fugitive from service or labor as aforesaid, shall, for either of said offences, be subject to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, and imprisonment not exceeding six months, by indictment and conviction before the District Court of the United States for the district in which such offence may have been committed, or before the proper court of criminal jurisdiction, if committed within any one of the organized Territories of the United States; and shall moreover forfeit and pay, by way of civil damages to the party injured by such illegal conduct, the sum of one thousand dollars for each fugitive so lost as aforesaid, to be recovered by action of debt, in any of the District or Territorial Courts aforesaid, within whose jurisdiction the said offence may have been committed.

Section 8

And be it further enacted, That the marshals, their deputies, and the clerks of the said District and Territorial Courts, shall be paid, for their services, the like fees as may be allowed for similar services in other cases; and where such services are rendered exclusively in the arrest, custody, and delivery of the fugitive to the claimant, his or her agent or attorney, or where such supposed fugitive may be discharged out of custody for the want of sufficient proof as aforesaid, then such fees are to be paid in whole by such claimant, his or her agent or attorney; and in all cases where the proceedings are before a commissioner, he shall be entitled to a fee of ten dollars in full for his services in each case, upon the delivery of the said certificate to the claimant, his agent or attorney; or a fee of five dollars in cases where the proof shall not, in the opinion of such commissioner, warrant such certificate and delivery, inclusive of all services incident to such arrest and examination, to be paid, in either case, by the claimant, his or her agent or attorney. The person or persons authorized to execute the process to be issued by such commissioner for the arrest and detention of fugitives from service or labor as aforesaid, shall also be entitled to a fee of five dollars each for each person he or they may arrest, and take before any commissioner as aforesaid, at the instance and request of such claimant, with such other fees as may be deemed reasonable by such commissioner for such other additional services as may be necessarily performed by him or them; such as attending at the examination, keeping the fugitive in custody, and providing him with food and lodging during his detention, and until the final determination of such commissioners; and, in general, for performing such other duties as may be required by such claimant, his or her attorney or agent, or commissioner in the premises, such fees to be made up in conformity with the fees usually charged by the officers of the courts of justice within the proper district or county, as near as may be practicable, and paid by such claimants, their agents or attorneys, whether such supposed fugitives from service or labor be ordered to be delivered to such claimant by the final determination of such commissioner or not.

Section 9

And be it further enacted, That, upon affidavit made by the claimant of such fugitive, his agent or attorney, after such certificate has been issued, that he has reason to apprehend that such fugitive will be rescued by force from his or their possession before he can be taken beyond the limits of the State in which the arrest is made, it shall be the duty of the officer making the arrest to retain such fugitive in his custody, and to remove him to the State whence he fled, and there to deliver him to said claimant, his agent, or attorney. And to this end, the officer aforesaid is hereby authorized and required to employ so many persons as he may deem necessary to overcome such force, and to retain them in his service so long as circumstances may require. The said officer and his assistants, while so employed, to receive the same compensation, and to be allowed the same expenses, as are now allowed by law for transportation of criminals, to be certified by the judge of the district within which the arrest is made, and paid out of the treasury of the United States.

Section 10

And be it further enacted, That when any person held to service or labor in any State or Territory, or in the District of Columbia, shall escape therefrom, the party to whom such service or labor shall be due, his, her, or their agent or attorney, may apply to any court of record therein, or judge thereof in vacation, and make satisfactory proof to such court, or judge in vacation, of the escape aforesaid, and that the person escaping owed service or labor to such party. Whereupon the court shall cause a record to be made of the matters so proved, and also a general description of the person so escaping, with such convenient certainty as may be; and a transcript of such record, authenticated by the attestation of the clerk and of the seal of the said court, being produced in any other State, Territory, or district in which the person so escaping may be found, and being exhibited to any judge, commissioner, or other office, authorized by the law of the United States to cause persons escaping from service or labor to be delivered up, shall be held and taken to be full and conclusive evidence of the fact of escape, and that the service or labor of the person escaping is due to the party in such record mentioned. And upon the production by the said party of other and further evidence if necessary, either oral or by affidavit, in addition to what is contained in the said record of the identity of the person escaping, he or she shall be delivered up to the claimant, And the said court, commissioner, judge, or other person authorized by this act to grant certificates to claimants or fugitives, shall, upon the production of the record and other evidences aforesaid, grant to such claimant a certificate of his right to take any such person identified and proved to be owing service or labor as aforesaid, which certificate shall authorize such claimant to seize or arrest and transport such person to the State or Territory from which he escaped: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed as requiring the production of a transcript of such record as evidence as aforesaid. But in its absence the claim shall be heard and determined upon other satisfactory proofs, competent in law.

Source: “Fugitive Slave Act of 1850,” U.S. Statutes at Large, 9 Stat., 462–465, 31st Congress, September 18, 1850.

2. Missouri Compromise (March 3, 1820) [Excerpts]

Introduction

Missouri’s application for U.S. statehood in 1819 caused considerable controversy, because if it had been admitted as a slave state, Missouri would have tipped the balance in the U.S. Senate toward the slave states. Opponents of slavery wanted Missouri to eliminate the institution prior to being admitted as a state; proponents thought that this was a matter for Missouri alone to decide. On March 3, 1820, the Missouri Compromise, hammered out by U.S. congressman Henry Clay, solved the problem at least temporarily by admitting Missouri as a slave state and Maine (formerly part of Massachusetts) as a free state. The law further provided that with the exception of Missouri, slavery would be prohibited in the Louisiana Territory north of 36′30″ north latitude and also south of that line. Because of the Missouri Compromise, the divisive issue of slavery receded from national attention until the middle of the century. By 1850, a great antislavery movement emerged as an offshoot to the Second Great Awakening, a religious movement that swept across the entire country.

Primary Source

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of that portion of the Missouri territory included within the boundaries hereinafter designated, be, and they are hereby, authorized to form for themselves a constitution and state government, and to assume such name as they shall deem proper; and the said state, when formed, shall be admitted into the Union, upon an equal footing with the original states, in all respects whatso ever.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said state shall consist of all the territory included within the following boundaries, to wit: Beginning in the middle of the Mississippi river, on the parallel of thirty-six degrees of north latitude; thence west, along that parallel of latitude, to the St. Francois river; thence up, and following the course of that river, in the middle of the main channel thereof, to the parallel of latitude of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes; thence west, along the same, to a point where the said parallel is intersected by a meridian line passing through the middle of the mouth of the Kansas river, where the same empties into the Missouri river, thence, from the point aforesaid north, along the said meridian line, to the intersection of the parallel of latitude which passes through the rapids of the river Des Moines, making the said line to correspond with the Indian boundary line; thence east, from the point of intersection last aforesaid, along the said parallel of latitude, to the middle of the channel of the main fork of the said river Des Moines; thence down and along the middle of the main channel of the said river Des Moines, to the mouth of the same, where it empties into the Mississippi river; thence, due east, to the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi river; thence down, and following the course of the Mississippi river, in the middle of the main channel thereof, to the place of beginning: Provided, The said state shall ratify the boundaries aforesaid; And provided also, That the said state shall have concurrent jurisdiction on the river Mississippi, and every other river bordering on the said state, so far as the said rivers shall form a common boundary to the said state; and any other state or states, now or hereafter to be formed and bounded by the same, such rivers to be common to both; and that the river Mississippi, and the navigable rivers and waters leading into the same, shall be common highways, and for ever free, as well to the inhabitants of the said state as to other citizens of the United States, without any tax, duty, impost, or toll, therefor, imposed by the said state….

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the members of the convention thus duly elected, shall be, and they are hereby authorized to meet at the seat of government of said territory on the second Monday of the month of June next; and the said convention, when so assembled, shall have power and authority to adjourn to any other place in the said territory, which to them shall seem best for the convenient transaction of their business; and which convention, when so met, shall first determine by a majority of the whole number elected, whether it be, or be not, expedient at that time to form a constitution and state government for the people within the said territory, as included within the boundaries above designated….

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That until the next general census shall be taken, the said state shall be entitled to one representative in the House of Representatives of the United States.

Second. That all salt springs, not exceeding twelve in number, with six sections of land adjoining to each, shall be granted to the said state for the use of said state….

Fifth. That thirty-six sections, or one entire township, which shall be designated by the President of the United States, together with the other lands heretofore reserved for that purpose, shall be reserved for the use of a seminary of learning, and vested in the legislature of said state, to be appropriated solely to the use of such seminary by the said legislature….

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That in all that territory ceded by France to the United States, under the name of Louisiana, which lies north of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes north latitude, not included within the limits of the state, contemplated by this act, slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted, shall be, and is hereby, forever prohibited: Provided always, That any person escaping into the same, from whom labour or service is lawfully claimed, in any state or territory of the United States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming his or her labour or service as aforesaid.

Source: U.S. Statutes at Large, 16th Congress, 1st Session, Chapter 22, 1820.

3. Monroe Doctrine (December 2, 1823) [Excerpts]

Introduction

One possible path to Confederate victory in the Civil War was foreign intervention. The Monroe Doctrine, the basic premise underlying the foreign policy of the United States in the Western Hemisphere, obstructed that path. James Monroe, the fifth president of the United States, served from 1817 to 1825. At this time, the Western Hemisphere was in disarray because Spain’s Latin American colonies were declaring independence. Mexico had won independence from Spain in 1821, with Texas becoming a province of Mexico. Monroe and like-minded thinkers worried that Spain would try to recapture its former colonies and that other European nations would try to exploit the instability. In addition, there was the possibility that Russia would try to extend its claims in Alaska to include Oregon. Accordingly, in 1823 Monroe delivered to Congress a message, which became known as the Monroe Doctrine, warning European powers to refrain from intervention in the Western Hemisphere. Great Britain, the most powerful nation in the world at this time, tacitly backed the Monroe Doctrine. At first because the United States lacked credible military force, the doctrine was a mere assertion of intent backed by British sea power. The Monroe Doctrine endured as one of, if not the, most important tenets of American foreign policy. During the Civil War, the doctrine served to deter European powers from intervening in what the United States asserted was a domestic conflict. Nonetheless, as the fortunes of war ebbed and flowed from 1861 to 1863, both Great Britain and France pondered intervention. Eventually both nations chose to avoid direct military intervention.

Primary Source

A precise knowledge of our relations with foreign powers as respects our negotiations and transactions with each is thought to be particularly necessary.…

At the proposal of the Russian Imperial government, made through the minister of the emperor residing here, full power and instructions have been transmitted to the minister of the United States at St. Petersburg to arrange by amicable negotiation the respective rights and interests of the two nations on the northwest coast of this continent. A similar proposal had been made by His Imperial Majesty to the government of Great Britain, which has likewise been acceded to. The government of the United States has been desirous, by this friendly proceeding, of manifesting the great value which they have invariably attached to the friendship of the emperor and their solicitude to cultivate the best understanding with his government.

In the discussions to which this interest has given rise and in the arrangements by which they may terminate the occasion has been judged proper for asserting, as a principle in which the rights and interests of the United States are involved, that the American continents, by the free and independent condition which they have assumed and maintain, are henceforth not to be considered as subjects for future colonization by any European powers….

It was stated at the commencement of the last session that great effort was then making in Spain and Portugal to improve the condition of the people of those countries and that it appeared to be conducted with extraordinary moderation. It need scarcely be remarked that the result has been so far very different from what was then anticipated. Of events in that quarter of the globe with which we have so much intercourse and from which we derive our origin, we have always been anxious and interested spectators. The citizens of the United States cherish sentiments the most friendly in favor of the liberty and happiness of their fellowmen on that side of the Atlantic. In the wars of the European powers in matters relating to themselves we have never taken any part, nor does it comport with our policy so to do. It is only when our rights are invaded or seriously menaced that we resent injuries or make preparation for our defense.

With the movements in this hemisphere we are of necessity more immediately connected, and by causes which must be obvious to all enlightened and impartial observers. The political system of the allied powers is essentially different in this respect from that of America. This difference proceeds from that which exists in their respective governments; and to the defense of our own, which has been achieved by the loss of so much blood and treasure, and matured by the wisdom of their most enlightened citizens, and under which we have enjoyed unexampled felicity, this whole nation is devoted. We owe it, therefore, to candor and to the amicable relations existing between the United States and those powers to declare that we should consider any attempt on their part to extend their system to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety.

With the existing colonies or dependencies of any European power we have not interfered and shall not interfere. But with the governments who have declared their independence and maintained it, and whose independence we have, on great consideration and on just principles, acknowledged, we could not view any interposition for the purpose of oppressing them, or controlling in any other manner their destiny, by any European power in any other light than as the manifestation of an unfriendly disposition toward the United States. In the war between those new governments and Spain we declared our neutrality at the time of their recognition, and to this we have adhered, and shall continue to adhere, provided no change shall occur which, in the judgment of the competent authorities of this government, shall make a corresponding change on the part of the United States indispensable to their security.

The late events in Spain and Portugal show that Europe is still unsettled. Of this important fact no stronger proof can be adduced than that the allied powers should have thought it proper, on any principle satisfactory to themselves, to have interposed by force in the internal concerns of Spain. To what extent such interposition may be carried, on the same principle, is a question in which all independent powers whose governments differ from theirs are interested, even those most remote, and surely none more so than the United States.

Our policy in regard to Europe, which was adopted at an early stage of the wars which have so long agitated that quarter of the globe, nevertheless remains the same, which is not to interfere in the internal concerns of any of its powers; to consider the government de facto as the legitimate government for us; to cultivate friendly relations with it, and to preserve those relations by a frank, firm, and manly policy, meeting in all instances the just claims of every power, submitting to injuries from none. But in regard to those continents, circumstances are eminently and conspicuously different. It is impossible that the allied powers should extend their political system to any portion of either continent without endangering our peace and happiness; nor can anyone believe that our southern brethren, if left to themselves, would adopt it of their own accord.

It is equally impossible, therefore, that we should behold such interposition in any form with indifference. If we look to the comparative strength and resources of Spain and those new governments, and their distance from each other, it must be obvious that she can never subdue them. It is still the true policy of the United States to leave the parties to themselves, in the hope that other powers will pursue the same course.

Source: James D. Richardson, ed., A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents, 1789–1897 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1898–1908).

4. Act Creating a Commissioner of Indian Affairs (July 9, 1832)

Introduction

Relations between the United States and Native Americans evolved as the young American republic matured. Following the initial treaties in which Native Americans ceded land to the United States in exchange for trade goods and promises of land in the West, the government passed laws regulating trade and prohibiting unauthorized sales of Indian land. The treaties and the regulations alike were widely flouted by American settlers and traders. In 1824 the U.S. secretary of war, without consulting Congress, created the Bureau of Indian Affairs as part of the War Department and appointed an official to carry out its duties. Not until 1832 did Congress pass a law both authorizing the Bureau of Indian Affairs, which remained a part of the War Department, and creating the position of commissioner of Indian affairs. The law also contained a prohibition against bringing any alcohol into Indian Territory. In 1849 Congress created the Department of the Interior and transferred control of Indian affairs to the new department. During the decades of Indian warfare in the West that followed the Civil War, army officers and Interior Department officials traded accusations of corruption and blamed one another for undoing any gains they had made.

Primary Source

CLXXIV.—An Act to provide for the appointment of a commissioner of Indian Affairs, and for other purposes, (a)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a commissioner of Indian affairs, who shall, under the direction of the Secretary of War, and agreeably to such regulations as the President may, from time to time, prescribe, have the direction and management of all Indian affairs, and of all matters arising out of Indian relations, and shall receive a salary of three thousand dollars per annum.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War shall arrange or appoint to the said office the number of clerks necessary therefor, so as not to increase the number now employed; and such sum as is necessary to pay the salary of said commissioner for the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, shall be, and the same hereby is, appropriated out of any money in the treasury.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all accounts and vouchers for claims and disbursements connected with Indian affairs, shall be transmitted to the said commissioner for administrative examination, and by him passed to the proper accounting officer of the Treasury Department for settlement; and all letters and packages to and from the said commissioner, touching the business of his office, shall be free of postage.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That no ardent spirits shall be hereafter introduced, under any pretence, into the Indian country.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War shall, under the direction of the President, cause to be discontinued the services of such agents, sub-agents, interpreters, and mechanics, as may, from time to time, become unnecessary, in consequence of the emigration of the Indians, or other causes.

Approved, July 9, 1832.

Source: “An Act to Provide for the Appointment of a Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and for Other Purposes,” U.S. Statutes at Large 4 (1846): 564.

5. Daniel Webster: Address before Congress (March 7, 1850)

Introduction

The addition of vast new territories acquired from Mexico following the Mexican American War (1846–1848) reignited quarrels over the status of slavery. The three congressional titans of the antebellum decades—Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, and John C. Calhoun—played major parts in crafting the Compromise of 1850, which admitted California as a free state, allowed the other new territories to decide for themselves, and toughened the Fugitive Slave Act. Seven months of congressional debate about this policy provided some of the most memorable exchanges in U.S. political history. Clay and Webster spoke as nationalists seeking to preserve the Union. Calhoun warned that the Union could endure only if the North and the South shared power equally. A new generation of political figures also arose during these debates, including Senators Stephen A. Douglas (Illinois), William H. Seward (New York), Jefferson Davis (Mississippi), and Salmon P. Chase (New Hampshire). Generations of schoolchildren would recite the most famous speeches of this era, including the speech delivered by Massachusetts senator Daniel Webster on March 7, 1850. Unlike most of the era’s speeches that appealed to narrower factions, Webster’s moving speech about the U.S. Constitution, slavery, and secession appealed to the majority of Americans who supported a compromise. However, the speech caused former antislavery admirers to turn against Webster.
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Mr President,—I wish to speak to-day, not as a Massachusetts man, nor as a Northern man, but as an American, and a member of the Senate of the United States. It is fortunate that there is a Senate of the United States; a body not yet moved from its propriety, not lost to a just sense of its own dignity and its own high responsibilities, and a body to which the country looks, with confidence, for wise, moderate, patriotic, and healing counsels. It is not to be denied that we live in the midst of strong agitations, and are surrounded by very considerable dangers to our institutions and government. The imprisoned winds are let loose. The East, the North, and the stormy South combine to throw the whole sea into commotion, to toss its billows to the skies, and disclose its profoundest depths. I do not affect to regard myself, Mr. President, as holding, or as fit to hold, the helm in this combat with the political elements; but I have a duty to perform, and I mean to perform it with fidelity, not without a sense of existing dangers, but not without hope. I have a part to act, not for my own security or safety, for I am looking out for no fragment upon which to float away from the wreck, if wreck there must be, but for the good of the whole, and the preservation of all; and there is that which will keep me to my duty during this struggle, whether the sun and the stars shall appear, or shall not appear for many days. I speak to-day for the preservation of the Union. “Hear me for my cause.” I speak to-day, out of a solicitous and anxious heart, for the restoration to the country of that quiet and that harmony which make the blessings of this Union so rich, and so dear to us all.

Slavery.—Slavery has existed in the world from time immemorial. There was slavery in the earliest periods of history, among the Oriental nations. There was slavery among the Jews; the theocratic government of that people issued no injunction against it. There was slavery among the Greeks; and the ingenious philosophy of the Greeks found, or sought to find, a justification for it exactly upon the grounds which have been assumed for such a justification in this country; that is, a natural and original difference among the races of mankind, and the inferiority of the black or colored race to the white. The Greeks justified their system of slavery upon that idea, precisely. They held African and some of the Asiatic tribes to be inferior to the white race; but they did not show, I think, by any close process of logic, that, if this were true, the more intelligent and the stronger had therefore a right to subjugate the weaker.

The more manly philosophy and jurisprudence of the Romans placed the justification of slavery on entirely different grounds. The Roman jurists, from the first and down to the fall of the empire, admitted that slavery was against the natural law, by which, as they maintained, all men, of whatsoever clime, color, or capacity, were equal; but they justified slavery, first, upon the ground and authority of the law of nations, arguing, and arguing truly, that at that day the conventional law of nations admitted that captives in war, whose lives, according to the notions of the times, were at the absolute disposal of the captors, might, in exchange for exemption from death, be made slaves for life, and that such servitude might descend to their posterity. The jurists of Rome also maintained, that, by the civil law, there might be servitude or slavery, personal and hereditary; first, by the voluntary act of an individual, who might sell himself into slavery; secondly, by his being reduced into a state of slavery by his creditors, in satisfaction of his debts; and, thirdly, by being placed in a state of servitude or slavery for crime. At the introduction of Christianity, the Roman world was full of slaves, and I suppose there is to be found no injunction against the relation between man and man in the teachings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ or of any of his Apostles. The object of the instruction imparted to mankind by the founder of Christianity was to touch the heart, purify the soul, and improve the lives of individual men. That object went directly to the first fountain of all the political and social relations of the human race, as well as of all true religious feeling, the individual heart and mind of man.

Just Wars.—I do not deny that there may be just wars. There certainly are; but it was the remark of an eminent person, not many years ago, on the other side of the Atlantic, that it is one of the greatest reproaches to human nature that wars are sometimes just. The defence of nations sometimes causes a just war against the injustice of other nations. In this state of sentiment upon the general nature of slavery lies the cause of a great part of those unhappy divisions, exasperations, and reproaches which find vent and support in different parts of the Union.

Slavery Not in Constitution.—The term slave, or slavery, is not used in the Constitution. The Constitution does not require that “fugitive slaves” shall be delivered up. It requires that persons held to service in one State, and escaping into another, shall be delivered up. Mr. Madison opposed the introduction of the term slave, or slavery, into the Constitution; for he said that he did not wish to see it recognized by the Constitution of the United States of America that there could be property in men.

Exclusion of Slavery.—Wherever there is a substantive good to be done, wherever there is a foot of land to be prevented from becoming slave territory, I am ready to assert the principle of the exclusion of slavery. I am pledged to it from the year 1837; I have been pledged to it again and again; and I will perform those pledges; but I will not do a thing unnecessarily that wounds the feelings of others, or that does discredit to my own understanding.

Secession.—Secession! Peaceable secession! Sir, your eyes and mine are never destined to see that miracle. The dismemberment of this vast country without convulsion! The breaking up of the fountains of the great deep without ruffling the surface! Who is so foolish, I beg everybody’s pardon, as to expect to see any such thing? Sir, he who sees these States, now revolving in harmony around a common centre, and expects to see them quit their places and fly off without convulsion, may look the next hour to see the heavenly bodies rush from their spheres, and jostle against each other in the realms of space, without causing the wreck of the universe. There can be no such thing as a peaceable secession. Peaceable secession is an utter impossibility. Is the great Constitution under which we live, covering this whole country, is it to be thawed and melted away by secession, as the snows on the mountain melt under the influence of a vernal sun, disappear almost unobserved, and run off? No, sir! I will not state what might produce the disruption of the Union; but, sir, I see as plainly as I see the sun in heaven what that disruption itself must produce; I see that it must produce war, and such a war as I will not describe, in its twofold character.

Peaceable secession! Peaceable secession! The concurrent agreement of all the members of this great republic to separate! A voluntary separation, with alimony on one side and on the other. Why, what would be the result? Where is the line to be drawn? What States are to secede? What is to remain American? What am I to be? An American no longer? Am I to become a sectional man, a local man, a separatist, with no country in common with the gentlemen who sit around me here, or who fill the other house of Congress? Heaven forbid! Where is the flag of the republic to remain? Where is the eagle still to tower? Or is he to cower, and shrink, and fall to the ground? Why, sir, our ancestors, our fathers and our grandfathers, those of them that are yet living amongst us with prolonged lives, would rebuke and reproach us; and our children and our grandchildren would cry out shame upon us, if we of this generation should dishonor these ensigns of the power of the government and the harmony of that Union which is every day felt among us with so much joy and gratitude. What is to become of the army? What is to become of the navy? What is to become of the public lands? How is each of the thirty States to defend itself? I know, although the idea has not been stated distinctly, there is to be, or it is supposed possible that there will be, a Southern Confederacy. I do not mean, when I allude to this statement, that any one seriously contemplates such a state of things. I do not mean to say that it is true, but I have heard it suggested elsewhere, that the idea has been entertained, that, after the dissolution of this Union, a Southern Confederacy might be formed. I am sorry, sir, that it has ever been thought of, talked of, or dreamed of, in the wildest flights of human imagination. But the idea, so far as it exists, must be of a separation, assigning the slave States to one side and the free States to the other. Sir, I may express myself too strongly, perhaps, but there are impossibilities in the natural as well as in the physical world, and I hold the idea of a separation of these States, those that are free to form one government, and those that are slave-holding to form another, as such an impossibility. We could not separate the States by any such line, if we were to draw it. We could not sit down here to-day and draw a line of separation that would satisfy any five men in the country. There are natural causes that would keep and tie us together, and there are social and domestic relations which we could not break if we would, and which we should not if we could.

Liberty and Union, Fresh Air of.—And now, Mr. President, instead of speaking of the possibility or utility of secession, instead of dwelling in those caverns of darkness, instead of groping with those ideas so full of all that is horrid and horrible, let us come out into the light of day; let us enjoy the fresh air of Liberty and Union; let us cherish those hopes which belong to us; let us devote ourselves to those great objects that are fit for our consideration and our action; let us raise our conceptions to the magnitude and the importance of the duties that devolve upon us; let our comprehension be as broad as the country for which we act, our aspirations as high as its certain destiny; let us not be pigmies in a case that calls for men. Never did there devolve on any generation of men higher trusts than now devolve upon us, for the preservation of this Constitution and the harmony and peace of all who are destined to live under it. Let us make our generation one of the strongest and brightest links in that golden chain which is destined, I fondly believe, to grapple the people of all the States to this Constitution for ages to come. We have a great, popular, constitutional government, guarded, by law and by judicature, and defended by the affections of the whole people. No monarchical throne presses these States together, no iron chain of military power encircles them; they live and stand under a government popular in its form, representative in its character, founded upon principles of equality, and so constructed, we hope, as to last forever. In all its history it has been beneficent; it has trodden down no man’s liberty and patriotism; its yet youthful veins are full of enterprise, courage, and honorable love of glory and renown. Large before, the country has now, by recent events become vastly larger. This republic now extends, with a vast breadth, across the whole continent. The two great seas of the world wash the one and the other shore. We realize, on a mighty scale, the beautiful description of the ornamental border of the buckler of Achilles:—

“Now, the broad shield complete, the artist crowned

With his last hand, and poured the ocean round;

In living silver seemed the waves to roll,

And beat the buckler’s verge, and bound the whole.”

Source: Robert C. Byrd, The Senate, 1789–1989: Classic Speeches, 1830–1993 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1994).

6. Frederick Douglass: “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” (July 5, 1852)

Introduction

During the decade preceding the Civil War, the nation’s most prominent African American abolitionist was Frederick Douglass (1817–1895). Douglass was born in Maryland to a slave and an unknown white father. He was separated from his mother and grandmother in early childhood. His master’s wife began teaching him to read, but when her husband ordered her to cease, Douglass covertly studied on his own and taught other slaves. After two failed attempts, he escaped to freedom in 1838 and settled in Massachusetts. He soon joined the abolition movement and became a well-regarded antislavery speaker, even traveling to England to make addresses. On July 5, 1852, in Rochester, New York, Douglass delivered this address to a large crowd at a Fourth of July celebration. His words stirred tremendous debate but struck a chord with many other abolitionists and African Americans who held that the U.S. Declaration of Independence’s promise of liberty and equality had been denied to slaves in the United States. Douglass was also a prolific writer, a publisher, a supporter of voting rights for women and blacks, and a tireless antislavery campaigner. During the Civil War, he helped recruit an African American army regiment, the 54th Massachusetts. After the war, he spoke out against racism and in support of voting rights.

Primary Source

Mr. President, Friends and Fellow Citizens: He who could address this audience without a quailing sensation, has stronger nerves than I have. I do not remember ever to have appeared as a speaker before any assembly more shrinkingly, nor with greater distrust of my ability, than I do this day. A feeling has crept over me, quite unfavorable to the exercise of my limited powers of speech. The task before me is one which requires much previous thought and study for its proper performance. I know that apologies of this sort are generally considered flat and unmeaning. I trust, however, that mine will not be so considered. Should I seem at ease, my appearance would much misrepresent me. The little experience I have had in addressing public meetings, in country school houses, avails me nothing on the present occasion.

The papers and placards say, that I am to deliver a 4th [of] July oration. This certainly sounds large, and out of the common way, for it is true that I have often had the privilege to speak in this beautiful Hall, and to address many who now honor me with their presence. But neither their familiar faces, nor the perfect gage I think I have of Corinthian Hall, seems to free me from embarrassment.

The fact is, ladies and gentlemen, the distance between this platform and the slave plantation, from which I escaped, is considerable—and the difficulties to be overcome in getting from the latter to the former, are by no means slight. That I am here to-day is, to me, a matter of astonishment as well as of gratitude. You will not, therefore, be surprised, if in what I have to say, I evince no elaborate preparation, nor grace my speech with any high sounding exordium. With little experience and with less learning, I have been able to throw my thoughts hastily and imperfectly together; and trusting to your patient and generous indulgence, I will proceed to lay them before you.

This, for the purpose of this celebration, is the 4th of July. It is the birthday of your National Independence, and of your political freedom. This, to you, is what the Passover was to the emancipated people of God. It carries your minds back to the day, and to the act of your great deliverance; and to the signs, and to the wonders, associated with that act, and that day. This celebration also marks the beginning of another year of your national life; and reminds you that the Republic of America is now 76 years old. I am glad, fellow-citizens, that your nation is so young. Seventy-six years, though a good old age for a man, is but a mere speck in the life of a nation. Three score years and ten is the allotted time for individual men; but nations number their years by thousands. According to this fact, you are, even now, only in the beginning of your national career, still lingering in the period of childhood. I repeat, I am glad this is so. There is hope in the thought, and hope is much needed, under the dark clouds which lower above the horizon. The eye of the reformer is met with angry flashes, portending disastrous times; but his heart may well beat lighter at the thought that America is young, and that she is still in the impressible stage of her existence. May he not hope that high lessons of wisdom, of justice and of truth, will yet give direction to her destiny? Were the nation older, the patriot’s heart might be sadder, and the reformer’s brow heavier. Its future might be shrouded in gloom, and the hope of its prophets go out in sorrow. There is consolation in the thought that America is young. Great streams are not easily turned from channels, worn deep in the course of ages. They may sometimes rise in quiet and stately majesty, and inundate the land, refreshing and fertilizing the earth with their mysterious properties. They may also rise in wrath and fury, and bear away, on their angry waves, the accumulated wealth of years of toil and hardship. They, however, gradually flow back to the same old channel, and flow on as serenely as ever. But, while the river may not be turned aside, it may dry up, and leave nothing behind but the withered branch, and the unsightly rock, to howl in the abyss-sweeping wind, the sad tale of departed glory. As with rivers so with nations.

Fellow-citizens, I shall not presume to dwell at length on the associations that cluster about this day. The simple story of it is that, 76 years ago, the people of this country were British subjects. The style and title of your “sovereign people” (in which you now glory) was not then born. You were under the British Crown. Your fathers esteemed the English Government as the home government; and England as the fatherland. This home government, you know, although a considerable distance from your home, did, in the exercise of its parental prerogatives, impose upon its colonial children, such restraints, burdens and limitations, as, in its mature judgement, it deemed wise, right and proper.

But, your fathers, who had not adopted the fashionable idea of this day, of the infallibility of government, and the absolute character of its acts, presumed to differ from the home government in respect to the wisdom and the justice of some of those burdens and restraints. They went so far in their excitement as to pronounce the measures of government unjust, unreasonable, and oppressive, and altogether such as ought not to be quietly submitted to. I scarcely need say, fellow-citizens, that my opinion of those measures fully accords with that of your fathers. Such a declaration of agreement on my part would not be worth much to anybody. It would, certainly, prove nothing, as to what part I might have taken, had I lived during the great controversy of 1776. To say now that America was right, and England wrong, is exceedingly easy. Everybody can say it; the dastard, not less than the noble brave, can flippantly discant on the tyranny of England towards the American Colonies. It is fashionable to do so; but there was a time when to pronounce against England, and in favor of the cause of the colonies, tried men’s souls. They who did so were accounted in their day, plotters of mischief, agitators and rebels, dangerous men. To side with the right, against the wrong, with the weak against the strong, and with the oppressed against the oppressor! here lies the merit, and the one which, of all others, seems unfashionable in our day. The cause of liberty may be stabbed by the men who glory in the deeds of your fathers. But, to proceed.

Feeling themselves harshly and unjustly treated by the home government, your fathers, like men of honesty, and men of spirit, earnestly sought redress. They petitioned and remonstrated; they did so in a decorous, respectful, and loyal manner. Their conduct was wholly unexceptionable. This, however, did not answer the purpose. They saw themselves treated with sovereign indifference, coldness and scorn. Yet they persevered. They were not the men to look back.

As the sheet anchor takes a firmer hold, when the ship is tossed by the storm, so did the cause of your fathers grow stronger, as it breasted the chilling blasts of kingly displeasure. The greatest and best of British statesmen admitted its justice, and the loftiest eloquence of the British Senate came to its support. But, with that blindness which seems to be the unvarying characteristic of tyrants, since Pharaoh and his hosts were drowned in the Red Sea, the British Government persisted in the exactions complained of.

The madness of this course, we believe, is admitted now, even by England; but we fear the lesson is wholly lost on our present rulers.

Oppression makes a wise man mad. Your fathers were wise men, and if they did not go mad, they became restive under this treatment. They felt themselves the victims of grievous wrongs, wholly incurable in their colonial capacity. With brave men there is always a remedy for oppression. Just here, the idea of a total separation of the colonies from the crown was born! It was a startling idea, much more so, than we, at this distance of time, regard it. The timid and the prudent (as has been intimated) of that day, were, of course, shocked and alarmed by it.

Such people lived then, had lived before, and will, probably, ever have a place on this planet; and their course, in respect to any great change, (no matter how great the good to be attained, or the wrong to be redressed by it), may be calculated with as much precision as can be the course of the stars. They hate all changes, but silver, gold and copper change! Of this sort of change they are always strongly in favor.

These people were called tories in the days of your fathers; and the appellation, probably, conveyed the same idea that is meant by a more modern, though a somewhat less euphonious term, which we often find in our papers, applied to some of our old politicians.

Their opposition to the then dangerous thought was earnest and powerful; but, amid all their terror and affrighted vociferations against it, the alarming and revolutionary idea moved on, and the country with it.

On the 2d of July, 1776, the old Continental Congress, to the dismay of the lovers of ease, and the worshipers of property, clothed that dreadful idea with all the authority of national sanction. They did so in the form of a resolution; and as we seldom hit upon resolutions, drawn up in our day, whose transparency is at all equal to this, it may refresh your minds and help my story if I read it.

“Resolved, That these united colonies are, and of right, ought to be free and Independent States; that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown; and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, dissolved.”

Citizens, your fathers made good that resolution. They succeeded; and to-day you reap the fruits of their success. The freedom gained is yours; and you, therefore, may properly celebrate this anniversary. The 4th of July is the first great fact in your nation’s history—the very ring-bolt in the chain of your yet undeveloped destiny.

Pride and patriotism, not less than gratitude, prompt you to celebrate and to hold it in perpetual remembrance. I have said that the Declaration of Independence is the ring-bolt to the chain of your nation’s destiny; so, indeed, I regard it. The principles contained in that instrument are saving principles. Stand by those principles, be true to them on all occasions, in all places, against all foes, and at whatever cost.

From the round top of your ship of state, dark and threatening clouds may be seen. Heavy billows, like mountains in the distance, disclose to the leeward huge forms of flinty rocks! That bolt drawn, that chain broken, and all is lost. Cling to this day—cling to it, and to its principles, with the grasp of a storm-tossed mariner to a spar at midnight.

The coming into being of a nation, in any circumstances, is an interesting event. But, besides general considerations, there were peculiar circumstances which make the advent of this republic an event of special attractiveness.

The whole scene, as I look back to it, was simple, dignified and sublime.

The population of the country, at the time, stood at the insignificant number of three millions. The country was poor in the munitions of war. The population was weak and scattered, and the country a wilderness unsubdued. There were then no means of concert and combination, such as exist now. Neither steam nor lightning had then been reduced to order and discipline. From the Potomac to the Delaware was a journey of many days. Under these, and innumerable other disadvantages, your fathers declared for liberty and independence and triumphed.

Fellow Citizens, I am not wanting in respect for the fathers of this republic. The signers of the Declaration of Independence were brave men. They were great men too—great enough to give fame to a great age. It does not often happen to a nation to raise, at one time, such a number of truly great men. The point from which I am compelled to view them is not, certainly, the most favorable; and yet I cannot contemplate their great deeds with less than admiration. They were statesmen, patriots and heroes, and for the good they did, and the principles they contended for, I will unite with you to honor their memory.

They loved their country better than their own private interests; and, though this is not the highest form of human excellence, all will concede that it is a rare virtue, and that when it is exhibited, it ought to command respect. He who will, intelligently, lay down his life for his country, is a man whom it is not in human nature to despise. Your fathers staked their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor, on the cause of their country. In their admiration of liberty, they lost sight of all other interests.

They were peace men; but they preferred revolution to peaceful submission to bondage. They were quiet men; but they did not shrink from agitating against oppression. They showed forbearance; but that they knew its limits. They believed in order; but not in the order of tyranny. With them, nothing was “settled” that was not right. With them, justice, liberty and humanity were “final;” not slavery and oppression. You may well cherish the memory of such men. They were great in their day and generation. Their solid manhood stands out the more as we contrast it with these degenerate times.

How circumspect, exact and proportionate were all their movements! How unlike the politicians of an hour! Their statesmanship looked beyond the passing moment, and stretched away in strength into the distant future. They seized upon eternal principles, and set a glorious example in their defence. Mark them!

Fully appreciating the hardship to be encountered, firmly believing in the right of their cause, honorably inviting the scrutiny of an on-looking world, reverently appealing to heaven to attest their sincerity, soundly comprehending the solemn responsibility they were about to assume, wisely measuring the terrible odds against them, your fathers, the fathers of this republic, did, most deliberately, under the inspiration of a glorious patriotism, and with a sublime faith in the great principles of justice and freedom, lay deep the corner-stone of the national superstructure, which has risen and still rises in grandeur around you.

Of this fundamental work, this day is the anniversary. Our eyes are met with demonstrations of joyous enthusiasm. Banners and pennants wave exultingly on the breeze. The din of business, too, is hushed. Even Mammon seems to have quitted his grasp on this day. The ear-piercing fife and the stirring drum unite their accents with the ascending peal of a thousand church bells. Prayers are made, hymns are sung, and sermons are preached in honor of this day; while the quick martial tramp of a great and multitudinous nation, echoed back by all the hills, valleys and mountains of a vast continent, bespeaks the occasion one of thrilling and universal interests.

Friends and citizens, I need not enter further into the causes which led to this anniversary. Many of you understand them better than I do. You could instruct me in regard to them. That is a branch of knowledge in which you feel, perhaps, a much deeper interest than your speaker. The causes which led to the separation of the colonies from the British crown have never lacked for a tongue. They have all been taught in your common schools, narrated at your firesides, unfolded from your pulpits, and thundered from your legislative halls, and are as familiar to you as household words. They form the staple of your national poetry and eloquence.

I remember, also, that, as a people, Americans are remarkably familiar with all facts which make in their own favor. This is esteemed by some as a national trait—perhaps a national weakness. It is a fact, that whatever makes for the wealth or for the reputation of Americans, and can be had cheap! will be found by Americans. I shall not be charged with slandering Americans, if I say I think the American side of any question may be safely left in American hands.

I leave, therefore, the great deeds of your fathers to other gentlemen whose claim to have been regularly descended will be less likely to be disputed than mine!

THE PRESENT.

My business, if I have any here to-day, is with the present. The accepted time with God and his cause is the ever-living now.

“Trust no future, however pleasant,

Let the dead past bury its dead;

Act, act in the living present,

Heart within, and God overhead.”

We have to do with the past only as we can make it useful to the present and to the future. To all inspiring motives, to noble deeds which can be gained from the past, we are welcome. But now is the time, the important time. Your fathers have lived, died, and have done their work, and have done much of it well. You live and must die, and you must do your work. You have no right to enjoy a child’s share in the labor of your fathers, unless your children are to be blest by your labors. You have no right to wear out and waste the hard-earned fame of your fathers to cover your indolence. Sydney Smith tells us that men seldom eulogize the wisdom and virtues of their fathers, but to excuse some folly or wickedness of their own. This truth is not a doubtful one. There are illustrations of it near and remote, ancient and modern. It was fashionable, hundreds of years ago, for the children of Jacob to boast, we have “Abraham to our father,” when they had long lost Abraham’s faith and spirit. That people contented themselves under the shadow of Abraham’s great name, while they repudiated the deeds which made his name great. Need I remind you that a similar thing is being done all over this country to-day? Need I tell you that the Jews are not the only people who built the tombs of the prophets, and garnished the sepulchres of the righteous? Washington could not die till he had broken the chains of his slaves. Yet his monument is built up by the price of human blood, and the traders in the bodies and souls of men, shout—”We have Washington to our father.” Alas! that it should be so; yet so it is.

“The evil that men do, lives after them,

The good is oft’ interred with their bones.”

Fellow-citizens, pardon me, allow me to ask, why am I called upon to speak here to-day? What have I, or those I represent, to do with your national independence? Are the great principles of political freedom and of natural justice, embodied in that Declaration of Independence, extended to us? and am I, therefore, called upon to bring our humble offering to the national altar, and to confess the benefits and express devout gratitude for the blessings resulting from your independence to us?

Would to God, both for your sakes and ours, that an affirmative answer could be truthfully returned to these questions! Then would my task be light, and my burden easy and delightful. For who is there so cold, that a nation’s sympathy could not warm him? Who so obdurate and dead to the claims of gratitude, that would not thankfully acknowledge such priceless benefits? Who so stolid and selfish, that would not give his voice to swell the hallelujahs of a nation’s jubilee, when the chains of servitude had been torn from his limbs? I am not that man. In a case like that, the dumb might eloquently speak, and the “lame man leap as an hart.”

But, such is not the state of the case. I say it with a sad sense of the disparity between us. I am not included within the pale of this glorious anniversary! Your high independence only reveals the immeasurable distance between us. The blessings in which you, this day, rejoice, are not enjoyed in common. The rich inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity and independence, bequeathed by your fathers, is shared by you, not by me. The sunlight that brought life and healing to you, has brought stripes and death to me. This Fourth [of] July is yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must mourn. To drag a man in fetters into the grand illuminated temple of liberty, and call upon him to join you in joyous anthems, were inhuman mockery and sacrilegious irony. Do you mean, citizens, to mock me, by asking me to speak to-day? If so, there is a parallel to your conduct. And let me warn you that it is dangerous to copy the example of a nation whose crimes, towering up to heaven, were thrown down by the breath of the Almighty, burying that nation in irrecoverable ruin! I can to-day take up the plaintive lament of a peeled and woe-smitten people!

Fellow-citizens; above your national, tumultous joy, I hear the mournful wail of millions! whose chains, heavy and grievous yesterday, are, to-day, rendered more intolerable by the jubilee shouts that reach them. If I do forget, if I do not faithfully remember those bleeding children of sorrow this day, “may my right hand forget her cunning, and may my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth!” To forget them, to pass lightly over their wrongs, and to chime in with the popular theme, would be treason most scandalous and shocking, and would make me a reproach before God and the world. My subject, then fellow-citizens, is AMERICAN SLAVERY. I shall see this day, and its popular characteristics, from the slave’s point of view. Standing, there, identified with the American bondman, making his wrongs mine, I do not hesitate to declare, with all my soul, that the character and conduct of this nation never looked blacker to me than on this 4th of July! Whether we turn to the declarations of the past, or to the professions of the present, the conduct of the nation seems equally hideous and revolting. America is false to the past, false to the present, and solemnly binds herself to be false to the future. Standing with God and the crushed and bleeding slave on this occasion, I will, in the name of humanity which is outraged, in the name of liberty which is fettered, in the name of the constitution and the Bible, which are disregarded and trampled upon, dare to call in question and to denounce, with all the emphasis I can command, everything that serves to perpetuate slavery—the great sin and shame of America! “I will not equivocate; I will not excuse”; I will use the severest language I can command; and yet not one word shall escape me that any man, whose judgement is not blinded by prejudice, or who is not at heart a slaveholder, shall not confess to be right and just.

But I fancy I hear some one of my audience say, it is just in this circumstance that you and your brother abolitionists fail to make a favorable impression on the public mind. Would you argue more, and denounce less, would you persuade more, and rebuke less, your cause would be much more likely to succeed. But, I submit, where all is plain there is nothing to be argued. What point in the anti-slavery creed would you have me argue? On what branch of the subject do the people of this country need light? Must I undertake to prove that the slave is a man? That point is conceded already. Nobody doubts it. The slaveholders themselves acknowledge it in the enactment of laws for their government. They acknowledge it when they punish disobedience on the part of the slave. There are seventy-two crimes in the State of Virginia, which, if committed by a black man, (no matter how ignorant he be), subject him to the punishment of death; while only two of the same crimes will subject a white man to the like punishment. What is this but the acknowledgement that the slave is a moral, intellectual and responsible being? The manhood of the slave is conceded. It is admitted in the fact that Southern statute books are covered with enactments forbidding, under severe fines and penalties, the teaching of the slave to read or to write. When you can point to any such laws, in reference to the beasts of the field, then I may consent to argue the manhood of the slave. When the dogs in your streets, when the fowls of the air, when the cattle on your hills, when the fish of the sea, and the reptiles that crawl, shall be unable to distinguish the slave from a brute, then will I argue with you that the slave is a man!

For the present, it is enough to affirm the equal manhood of the negro race. Is it not astonishing that, while we are ploughing, planting and reaping, using all kinds of mechanical tools, erecting houses, constructing bridges, building ships, working in metals of brass, iron, copper, silver and gold; that, while we are reading, writing and cyphering, acting as clerks, merchants and secretaries, having among us lawyers, doctors, ministers, poets, authors, editors, orators and teachers; that, while we are engaged in all manner of enterprises common to other men, digging gold in California, capturing the whale in the Pacific, feeding sheep and cattle on the hill-side, living, moving, acting, thinking, planning, living in families as husbands, wives and children, and, above all, confessing and worshipping the Christian’s God, and looking hopefully for life and immortality beyond the grave, we are called upon to prove that we are men!

Would you have me argue that man is entitled to liberty? that he is the rightful owner of his own body? You have already declared it. Must I argue the wrongfulness of slavery? Is that a question for Republicans? Is it to be settled by the rules of logic and argumentation, as a matter beset with great difficulty, involving a doubtful application of the principle of justice, hard to be understood? How should I look to-day, in the presence of Americans, dividing, and subdividing a discourse, to show that men have a natural right to freedom? speaking of it relatively, and positively, negatively, and affirmatively. To do so, would be to make myself ridiculous, and to offer an insult to your understanding. There is not a man beneath the canopy of heaven, that does not know that slavery is wrong for him.

What, am I to argue that it is wrong to make men brutes, to rob them of their liberty, to work them without wages, to keep them ignorant of their relations to their fellow men, to beat them with sticks, to flay their flesh with the lash, to load their limbs with irons, to hunt them with dogs, to sell them at auction, to sunder their families, to knock out their teeth, to burn their flesh, to starve them into obedience and submission to their masters? Must I argue that a system thus marked with blood, and stained with pollution, is wrong? No! I will not. I have better employments for my time and strength, than such arguments would imply.

What, then, remains to be argued? Is it that slavery is not divine; that God did not establish it; that our doctors of divinity are mistaken? There is blasphemy in the thought. That which is inhuman, cannot be divine! Who can reason on such a proposition? They that can, may; I cannot. The time for such argument is past.

At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed. O! had I the ability, and could I reach the nation’s ear, I would, to-day, pour out a fiery stream of biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake. The feeling of the nation must be quickened; the conscience of the nation must be roused; the propriety of the nation must be startled; the hypocrisy of the nation must be exposed; and its crimes against God and man must be proclaimed and denounced.

What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer: a day that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him, your celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, swelling vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your denunciations of tyrants, brass-fronted impudence; your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade, and solemnity, are, to him, mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy—a thin veil to cover up crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a nation on the earth guilty of practices, more shocking and bloody, than are the people of these United States, at this very hour.

Go where you may, search where you will, roam through all the monarchies and despotisms of the old world, travel through South America, search out every abuse, and when you have found the last, lay your facts by the side of the everyday practices of this nation, and you will say with me, that, for revolting barbarity and shameless hypocrisy, America reigns without a rival.

INTERNAL SLAVE TRADE.

Take the American slave-trade, which, we are told by the papers, is especially prosperous just now. Ex-Senator Benton tells us that the price of men was never higher than now. He mentions the fact to show that slavery is in no danger. This trade is one of the peculiarities of American institutions. It is carried on in all the large towns and cities in one-half of this confederacy; and millions are pocketed every year, by dealers in this horrid traffic. In several states, this trade is a chief source of wealth. It is called (in contradistinction to the foreign slave-trade) “the internal slave trade.” It is, probably, called so, too, in order to divert from it the horror with which the foreign slave-trade is contemplated. That trade has long since been denounced by this government, as piracy. It has been denounced with burning words, from the high places of the nation, as an execrable traffic. To arrest it, to put an end to it, this nation keeps a squadron, at immense cost, on the coast of Africa. Everywhere, in this country, it is safe to speak of this foreign slave-trade, as a most inhuman traffic, opposed alike to the laws of God and of man. The duty to extirpate and destroy it, is admitted even by our DOCTORS OF DIVINITY. In order to put an end to it, some of these last have consented that their colored brethren (nominally free) should leave this country, and establish themselves on the western coast of Africa! It is, however, a notable fact that, while so much execration is poured out by Americans upon those engaged in the foreign slave-trade, the men engaged in the slave-trade between the states pass without condemnation, and their business is deemed honorable.

Behold the practical operation of this internal slave-trade, the American slave-trade, sustained by American politics and American religion. Here you will see men and women reared like swine for the market. You know what is a swine-drover? I will show you a man-drover. They inhabit all our Southern States. They perambulate the country, and crowd the highways of the nation, with droves of human stock. You will see one of these human flesh-jobbers, armed with pistol, whip and bowie-knife, driving a company of a hundred men, women, and children, from the Potomac to the slave market at New Orleans. These wretched people are to be sold singly, or in lots, to suit purchasers. They are food for the cotton-field, and the deadly sugar-mill. Mark the sad procession, as it moves wearily along, and the inhuman wretch who drives them. Hear his savage yells and his blood-chilling oaths, as he hurries on his affrighted captives! There, see the old man, with locks thinned and gray. Cast one glance, if you please, upon that young mother, whose shoulders are bare to the scorching sun, her briny tears falling on the brow of the babe in her arms. See, too, that girl of thirteen, weeping, yes! weeping, as she thinks of the mother from whom she has been torn! The drove moves tardily. Heat and sorrow have nearly consumed their strength; suddenly you hear a quick snap, like the discharge of a rifle; the fetters clank, and the chain rattles simultaneously; your ears are saluted with a scream, that seems to have torn its way to the centre of your soul! The crack you heard, was the sound of the slave-whip; the scream you heard, was from the woman you saw with the babe. Her speed had faltered under the weight of her child and her chains! that gash on her shoulder tells her to move on. Follow this drove to New Orleans. Attend the auction; see men examined like horses; see the forms of women rudely and brutally exposed to the shocking gaze of American slave-buyers. See this drove sold and separated forever; and never forget the deep, sad sobs that arose from that scattered multitude. Tell me citizens, WHERE, under the sun, you can witness a spectacle more fiendish and shocking. Yet this is but a glance at the American slave-trade, as it exists, at this moment, in the ruling part of the United States.

I was born amid such sights and scenes. To me the American slave-trade is a terrible reality. When a child, my soul was often pierced with a sense of its horrors. I lived on Philpot Street, Fell’s Point, Baltimore, and have watched from the wharves, the slave ships in the Basin, anchored from the shore, with their cargoes of human flesh, waiting for favorable winds to waft them down the Chesapeake. There was, at that time, a grand slave mart kept at the head of Pratt Street, by Austin Woldfolk. His agents were sent into every town and county in Maryland, announcing their arrival, through the papers, and on flaming “hand-bills,” headed CASH FOR NEGROES. These men were generally well dressed men, and very captivating in their manners. Ever ready to drink, to treat, and to gamble. The fate of many a slave has depended upon the turn of a single card; and many a child has been snatched from the arms of its mother by bargains arranged in a state of brutal drunkenness.

The flesh-mongers gather up their victims by dozens, and drive them, chained, to the general depot at Baltimore. When a sufficient number have been collected here, a ship is chartered, for the purpose of conveying the forlorn crew to Mobile, or to New Orleans. From the slave prison to the ship, they are usually driven in the darkness of night; for since the antislavery agitation, a certain caution is observed.

In the deep still darkness of midnight, I have been often aroused by the dead heavy footsteps, and the piteous cries of the chained gangs that passed our door. The anguish of my boyish heart was intense; and I was often consoled, when speaking to my mistress in the morning, to hear her say that the custom was very wicked; that she hated to hear the rattle of the chains, and the heart-rending cries. I was glad to find one who sympathised with me in my horror.

Fellow-citizens, this murderous traffic is, to-day, in active operation in this boasted republic. In the solitude of my spirit, I see clouds of dust raised on the highways of the South; I see the bleeding footsteps; I hear the doleful wail of fettered humanity, on the way to the slave-markets, where the victims are to be sold like horses, sheep, and swine, knocked off to the highest bidder. There I see the tenderest ties ruthlessly broken, to gratify the lust, caprice and rapacity of the buyers and sellers of men. My soul sickens at the sight.

“Is this the land your Fathers loved,

The freedom which they toiled to win?

Is this the earth whereon they moved?

Are these the graves they slumber in?”

But a still more inhuman, disgraceful, and scandalous state of things remains to be presented.

By an act of the American Congress, not yet two years old, slavery has been nationalized in its most horrible and revolting form. By that act, Mason & Dixon’s line has been obliterated; New York has become as Virginia; and the power to hold, hunt, and sell men, women, and children as slaves remains no longer a mere state institution, but is now an institution of the whole United States. The power is co-extensive with the star-spangled banner and American Christianity. Where these go, may also go the merciless slave-hunter. Where these are, man is not sacred. He is a bird for the sportsman’s gun. By that most foul and fiendish of all human decrees, the liberty and person of every man are put in peril. Your broad republican domain is hunting ground for men. Not for thieves and robbers, enemies of society, merely, but for men guilty of no crime. Your lawmakers have commanded all good citizens to engage in this hellish sport. Your President, your Secretary of State, your lords, nobles, and ecclesiastics, enforce, as a duty you owe to your free and glorious country, and to your God, that you do this accursed thing. Not fewer than forty Americans have, within the past two years, been hunted down and, without a moment’s warning, hurried away in chains, and consigned to slavery and excruciating torture. Some of these have had wives and children, dependent on them for bread; but of this, no account was made. The right of the hunter to his prey stands superior to the right of marriage, and to all rights in this republic, the rights of God included! For black men there are neither law, justice, humanity, not religion. The Fugitive Slave Law makes MERCY TO THEM, A CRIME; and bribes the judge who tries them. An American JUDGE GETS TEN DOLLARS FOR EVERY VICTIM HE CONSIGNS to slavery, and five, when he fails to do so. The oath of any two villains is sufficient, under this hell-black enactment, to send the most pious and exemplary black man into the remorseless jaws of slavery! His own testimony is nothing. He can bring no witnesses for himself. The minister of American justice is bound by the law to hear but one side; and that side, is the side of the oppressor. Let this damning fact be perpetually told. Let it be thundered around the world, that, in tyrant-killing, king-hating, people-loving, democratic, Christian America, the seats of justice are filled with judges, who hold their offices under an open and palpable bribe, and are bound, in deciding in the case of a man’s liberty, to hear only his accusers!

In glaring violation of justice, in shameless disregard of the forms of administering law, in cunning arrangement to entrap the defenceless, and in diabolical intent, this Fugitive Slave Law stands alone in the annals of tyrannical legislation. I doubt if there be another nation on the globe, having the brass and the baseness to put such a law on the statute-book. If any man in this assembly thinks differently from me in this matter, and feels able to disprove my statements, I will gladly confront him at any suitable time and place he may select.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY.

I take this law to be one of the grossest infringements of Christian Liberty, and, if the churches and ministers of our country were not stupidly blind, or most wickedly indifferent, they, too, would so regard it.

At the very moment that they are thanking God for the enjoyment of civil and religious liberty, and for the right to worship God according to the dictates of their own consciences, they are utterly silent in respect to a law which robs religion of its chief significance, and makes it utterly worthless to a world lying in wickedness. Did this law concern the “mint, anise and cummin”—abridge the fight to sing psalms, to partake of the sacrament, or to engage in any of the ceremonies of religion, it would be smitten by the thunder of a thousand pulpits. A general shout would go up from the church, demanding repeal, repeal, instant repeal! And it would go hard with that politician who presumed to solicit the votes of the people without inscribing this motto on his banner. Further, if this demand were not complied with, another Scotland would be added to the history of religious liberty, and the stern old Covenanters would be thrown into the shade. A John Knox would be seen at every church door, and heard from every pulpit, and Fillmore would have no more quarter than was shown by Knox, to the beautiful, but treacherous queen Mary of Scotland. The fact that the church of our country, (with fractional exceptions), does not esteem “the Fugitive Slave Law” as a declaration of war against religious liberty, implies that that church regards religion simply as a form of worship, an empty ceremony, and not a vital principle, requiring active benevolence, justice, love and good will towards man. It esteems sacrifice above mercy; psalm-singing above right doing; solemn meetings above practical righteousness. A worship that can be conducted by persons who refuse to give shelter to the houseless, to give bread to the hungry, clothing to the naked, and who enjoin obedience to a law forbidding these acts of mercy, is a curse, not a blessing to mankind. The Bible addresses all such persons as “scribes, pharisees, hypocrites, who pay tithe of mint, anise, and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgement, mercy and faith.”

THE CHURCH RESPONSIBLE.

But the church of this country is not only indifferent to the wrongs of the slave, it actually takes sides with the oppressors. It has made itself the bulwark of American slavery, and the shield of American slave-hunters. Many of its most eloquent Divines, who stand as the very lights of the church, have shamelessly given the sanction of religion and the Bible to the whole slave system. They have taught that man may, properly, be a slave; that the relation of master and slave is ordained of God; that to send back an escaped bondman to his master is clearly the duty of all the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ; and this horrible blasphemy is palmed off upon the world for Christianity.

For my part, I would say, welcome infidelity! welcome atheism! welcome anything! in preference to the gospel, as preached by those Divines! They convert the very name of religion into an engine of tyranny, and barbarous cruelty, and serve to confirm more infidels, in this age, than all the infidel writings of Thomas Paine, Voltaire, and Bolingbroke, put together, have done! These ministers make religion a cold and flinty-hearted thing, having neither principles of right action, nor bowels of compassion. They strip the love of God of its beauty, and leave the throne of religion a huge, horrible, repulsive form. It is a religion for oppressors, tyrants, man-stealers, and thugs. It is not that “pure and undefiled religion” which is from above, and which is “first pure, then peaceable, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.” But a religion which favors the rich against the poor; which exalts the proud above the humble; which divides mankind into two classes, tyrants and slaves; which says to the man in chains, stay there; and to the oppressor, oppress on; it is a religion which may be professed and enjoyed by all the robbers and enslavers of mankind; it makes God a respecter of persons, denies his fatherhood of the race, and tramples in the dust the great truth of the brotherhood of man. All this we affirm to be true of the popular church, and the popular worship of our land and nation—a religion, a church, and a worship which, on the authority of inspired wisdom, we pronounce to be an abomination in the sight of God. In the language of Isaiah, the American church might be well addressed, “Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me: the new moons and Sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth. They are a trouble to me; I am weary to bear them; and when ye spread forth your hands I will hide mine eyes from you. Yea! when ye make many prayers, I will not hear. YOUR HANDS ARE FULL OF BLOOD; cease to do evil, learn to do well; seek judgement; relieve the oppressed; judge for the fatherless; plead for the widow.”

The American church is guilty, when viewed in connection with what it is doing to uphold slavery; but it is superlatively guilty when viewed in connection with its ability to abolish slavery. The sin of which it is guilty is one of omission as well as of commission. Albert Barnes but uttered what the common sense of every man at all observant of the actual state of the case will receive as truth, when he declared that “There is no power out of the church that could sustain slavery an hour, if it were not sustained in it.”

Let the religious press, the pulpit, the Sunday school, the conference meeting, the great ecclesiastical, missionary, Bible and tract associations of the land array their immense powers against slavery and slave-holding; and the whole system of crime and blood would be scattered to the winds; and that they do not do this involves them in the most awful responsibility of which the mind can conceive.

In prosecuting the anti-slavery enterprise, we have been asked to spare the church, to spare the ministry; but how, we ask, could such a thing be done? We are met on the threshold of our efforts for the redemption of the slave, by the church and ministry of the country, in battle arrayed against us; and we are compelled to fight or flee. From what quarter, I beg to know, has proceeded a fire so deadly upon our ranks, during the last two years, as from the Northern pulpit? As the champions of oppressors, the chosen men of American theology have appeared men, honored for their so-called piety, and their real learning. The LORDS of Buffalo, the SPRINGS of New York, the LATHROPS of Auburn, the COXES and SPENCERS of Brooklyn, the GANNETS and SHARPS of Boston, the DEWEYS of Washington, and other great religious lights of the land, have, in utter denial of the authority of Him, by whom they professed to be called to the ministry, deliberately taught us, against the example of the Hebrews and against the remonstrance of the Apostles, they teach “that we ought to obey man’s law before the law of God.”

My spirit wearies of such blasphemy; and how such men can be supported, as the “standing types and representatives of Jesus Christ,” is a mystery which I leave others to penetrate. In speaking of the American church, however, let it be distinctly understood that I mean the great mass of the religious organizations of our land. There are exceptions, and I thank God that there are. Noble men may be found, scattered all over these Northern States, of whom Henry Ward Beecher of Brooklyn, Samuel J. May of Syracuse, and my esteemed friend on the platform, are shining examples; and let me say further, that upon these men lies the duty to inspire our ranks with high religious faith and zeal, and to cheer us on in the great mission of the slave’s redemption from his chains.

RELIGION IN ENGLAND AND RELIGION IN AMERICA.

One is struck with the difference between the attitude of the American church towards the anti-slavery movement, and that occupied by the churches in England towards a similar movement in that country. There, the church, true to its mission of ameliorating, elevating, and improving the condition of mankind, came forward promptly, bound up the wounds of the West Indian slave, and restored him to his liberty. There, the question of emancipation was a high religious question. It was demanded, in the name of humanity, and according to the law of the living God. The Sharps, the Clarksons, the Wilberforces, the Buxtons, and Burchells and the Knibbs, were alike famous for their piety, and for their philanthropy. The anti-slavery movement there was not an anti-church movement, for the reason that the church took its full share in prosecuting that movement: and the anti-slavery movement in this country will cease to be an anti-church movement, when the church of this country shall assume a favorable, instead of a hostile position towards that movement. Americans! your republican politics, not less than your republican religion, are flagrantly inconsistent. You boast of your love of liberty, your superior civilization, and your pure Christianity, while the whole political power of the nation (as embodied in the two great political parties), is solemnly pledged to support and perpetuate the enslavement of three millions of your countrymen. You hurl your anathemas at the crowned headed tyrants of Russia and Austria, and pride yourselves on your Democratic institutions, while you yourselves consent to be the mere tools and bodyguards of the tyrants of Virginia and Carolina. You invite to your shores fugitives of oppression from abroad, honor them with banquets, greet them with ovations, cheer them, toast them, salute them, protect them, and pour out your money to them like water; but the fugitives from your own land you advertise, hunt, arrest, shoot and kill. You glory in your refinement and your universal education; yet you maintain a system as barbarous and dreadful as ever stained the character of a nation—a system begun in avarice, supported in pride, and perpetuated in cruelty. You shed tears over fallen Hungary, and make the sad story of her wrongs the theme of your poets, statesmen and orators, till your gallant sons are ready to fly to arms to vindicate her cause against her oppressors; but, in regard to the ten thousand wrongs of the American slave, you would enforce the strictest silence, and would hail him as an enemy of the nation who dares to make those wrongs the subject of public discourse! You are all on fire at the mention of liberty for France or for Ireland; but are as cold as an iceberg at the thought of liberty for the enslaved of America. You discourse eloquently on the dignity of labor; yet, you sustain a system which, in its very essence, casts a stigma upon labor. You can bare your bosom to the storm of British artillery to throw off a threepenny tax on tea; and yet wring the last hard-earned farthing from the grasp of the black laborers of your country. You profess to believe “that, of one blood, God made all nations of men to dwell on the face of all the earth,” and hath commanded all men, everywhere to love one another; yet you notoriously hate, (and glory in your hatred), all men whose skins are not colored like your own. You declare, before the world, and are understood by the world to declare, that you “hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal; and are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; and that, among these are, life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;” and yet, you hold securely, in a bondage which, according to your own Thomas Jefferson, “is worse than ages of that which your fathers rose in rebellion to oppose,” a seventh part of the inhabitants of your country.

Fellow-citizens! I will not enlarge further on your national inconsistencies. The existence of slavery in this country brands your republicanism as a sham, your humanity as a base pretence, and your Christianity as a lie. It destroys your moral power abroad; it corrupts your politicians at home. It saps the foundation of religion; it makes your name a hissing, and a by word to a mocking earth. It is the antagonistic force in your government, the only thing that seriously disturbs and endangers your Union. It fetters your progress; it is the enemy of improvement, the deadly foe of education; it fosters pride; it breeds insolence; it promotes vice; it shelters crime; it is a curse to the earth that supports it; and yet, you cling to it, as if it were the sheet anchor of all your hopes. Oh! be warned! be warned! a horrible reptile is coiled up in your nation’s bosom; the venomous creature is nursing at the tender breast of your youthful republic; for the love of God, tear away, and fling from you the hideous monster, and let the weight of twenty millions crush and destroy it forever!

THE CONSTITUTION.

But it is answered in reply to all this, that precisely what I have now denounced is, in fact, guaranteed and sanctioned by the Constitution of the United States; that the right to hold and to hunt slaves is a part of that Constitution framed by the illustrious Fathers of this Republic.

Then, I dare to affirm, notwithstanding all I have said before, your fathers stooped, basely stooped,

“To palter with us in a double sense:

And keep the word of promise to the ear,

But break it to the heart.”

And instead of being the honest men I have before declared them to be, they were the veriest imposters that ever practised on mankind. This is the inevitable conclusion, and from it there is no escape. But I differ from those who charge this baseness on the framers of the Constitution of the United States. It is a slander upon their memory, at least, so I believe. There is not time now to argue the constitutional question at length—nor have I the ability to discuss it as it ought to be discussed. The subject has been handled with masterly power by Lysander Spooner, Esq., by William Goodell, by Samuel E. Sewall, Esq., and last, though not least, by Gerritt Smith, Esq. These gentlemen have, as I think, fully and clearly vindicated the Constitution from any design to support slavery for an hour.

Fellow-citizens! there is no matter in respect to which, the people of the North have allowed themselves to be so ruinously imposed upon, as that of the pro-slavery character of the Constitution. In that instrument I hold there is neither warrant, license, nor sanction of the hateful thing; but, interpreted as it ought to be interpreted, the Constitution is a GLORIOUS LIBERTY DOCUMENT. Read its preamble, consider its purposes. Is slavery among them? Is it at the gateway? or is it in the temple? It is neither. While I do not intend to argue this question on the present occasion, let me ask, if it be not somewhat singular that, if the Constitution were intended to be, by its framers and adopters, a slave-holding instrument, why neither slavery, slaveholding, nor slave can anywhere be found in it. What would be thought of an instrument, drawn up, legally drawn up, for the purpose of entitling the city of Rochester to a tract of land, in which no mention of land was made? Now, there are certain rules of interpretation, for the proper understanding of all legal instruments. These rules are well established. They are plain, common-sense rules, such as you and I, and all of us, can understand and apply, without having passed years in the study of law. I scout the idea that the question of the constitutionality or unconstitutionality of slavery is not a question for the people. I hold that every American citizen has a right to form an opinion of the constitution, and to propagate that opinion, and to use all honorable means to make his opinion the prevailing one. Without this right, the liberty of an American citizen would be as insecure as that of a Frenchman. Ex–Vice-President Dallas tells us that the constitution is an object to which no American mind can be too attentive, and no American heart too devoted. He further says, the constitution, in its words, is plain and intelligible, and is meant for the home-bred, unsophisticated understandings of our fellow-citizens. Senator Berrien tell us that the Constitution is the fundamental law, that which controls all others. The charter of our liberties, which every citizen has a personal interest in understanding thoroughly. The testimony of Senator Breese, Lewis Cass, and many others that might be named, who are everywhere esteemed as sound lawyers, so regard the constitution. I take it, therefore, that it is not presumption in a private citizen to form an opinion of that instrument.

Now, take the constitution according to its plain reading, and I defy the presentation of a single pro-slavery clause in it. On the other hand it will be found to contain principles and purposes, entirely hostile to the existence of slavery.

I have detained my audience entirely too long already. At some future period I will gladly avail myself of an opportunity to give this subject a full and fair discussion.

Allow me to say, in conclusion, notwithstanding the dark picture I have this day presented of the state of the nation, I do not despair of this country. There are forces in operation, which must inevitably work the downfall of slavery. “The arm of the Lord is not shortened,” and the doom of slavery is certain. I, therefore, leave off where I began, with hope. While drawing encouragement from the Declaration of Independence, the great principles it contains, and the genius of American Institutions, my spirit is also cheered by the obvious tendencies of the age. Nations do not now stand in the same relation to each other that they did ages ago. No nation can now shut itself up from the surrounding world, and trot round in the same old path of its fathers without interference. The time was when such could be done. Long established customs of hurtful character could formerly fence themselves in, and do their evil work with social impunity. Knowledge was then confined and enjoyed by the privileged few, and the multitude walked on in mental darkness. But a change has now come over the affairs of mankind. Walled cities and empires have become unfashionable. The arm of commerce has borne away the gates of the strong city. Intelligence is penetrating the darkest corners of the globe. It makes its pathway over and under the sea, as well as on the earth. Wind, steam, and lightning are its chartered agents. Oceans no longer divide, but link nations together. From Boston to London is now a holiday excursion. Space is comparatively annihilated. Thoughts expressed on one side of the Atlantic are, distinctly heard on the other. The far off and almost fabulous Pacific rolls in grandeur at our feet. The Celestial Empire, the mystery of ages, is being solved. The fiat of the Almighty, “Let there be Light,” has not yet spent its force. No abuse, no outrage whether in taste, sport or avarice, can now hide itself from the all-pervading light. The iron shoe, and crippled foot of China must be seen, in contrast with nature. Africa must rise and put on her yet unwoven garment. “Ethiopia shall stretch out her hand unto God.” In the fervent aspirations of William Lloyd Garrison, I say, and let every heart join in saying it:

God speed the year of jubilee

The wide world o’er!

When from their galling chains set free,

Th’ oppress’d shall vilely bend the knee,

And wear the yoke of tyranny

Like brutes no more.

That year will come, and freedom’s reign,

To man his plundered rights again restore.

God speed the day when human blood

Shall cease to flow!

In every clime be understood,

The claims of human brotherhood,

And each return for evil, good,

Not blow for blow;

That day will come all feuds to end

And change into a faithful friend

Each foe.

God speed the hour, the glorious hour,

When none on earth

Shall exercise a lordly power,

Nor in a tyrant’s presence cower;

But all to manhood’s stature tower,

By equal birth!

THAT HOUR WILL, COME, to each, to all,

And from his prison-house, the thrall

Go forth.

Until that year, day, hour, arrive,

With head, and heart, and hand I’ll strive,

To break the rod, and rend the gyve,

The spoiler of his prey deprive—

So witness Heaven!

And never from my chosen post,

Whate’er the peril or the cost,

Be driven.

Source: “Oration, Delivered in Corinthian Hall, Rochester, by Frederick Douglass, July 5th, 1852.” Printed by Lee, Mann, & Co., American Building, Rochester, New York, 1852.

7. Harriet Beecher Stowe: Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) [Excerpt]

Introduction

The first book by an American author to have as its hero an African American, Uncle Tom’s Cabin was published serially in 1851 and 1852 in the National Era, an antislavery paper based in Washington, D.C., and appeared in book form in 1852. By turns sentimental and realistic, the novel appealed strongly to 19th-century readers. Because the book presented the horrors of slavery in vivid human terms, it had a powerful impact. While fueling antislavery sentiment in the North, Uncle Tom’s Cabin infuriated Southerners. They asserted that the author, Harriet Beecher Stowe, knew nothing about plantation life and grossly misrepresented it. In response to her critics, in 1853 Stowe published A Key to Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which provided documentary evidence to support her novel’s indictment of slavery. Uncle Tom’s Cabin proved unexpectedly successful, selling more than 300,000 copies within the first year. It was adapted for the stage and ultimately was translated into 55 languages. President Abraham Lincoln met Stowe in 1863 and with considerable exaggeration said, “So you’re the little woman who wrote the book that made this big war.”

Primary Source

“And now,” said Legree, “come here, you Tom. You see, I telled ye I didn’t buy ye jest for the common work. I mean to promote ye, and make a driver of ye; and tonight ye may jest as well begin to get ye hand in. Now, ye jest take this yer gal and flog her; ye’ve seen enough on’t to know how.” “I beg Mas’r’ pardon,” said Tom; “hopes Mas’r won’t set me at that. It’s what I an’t used to—never did—and can’t do, no way possible.”

“Ye’ll larn a pretty smart chance of things ye never did know, before I’ve done with ye!” said Legree, taking up a cowhide and striking Tom a heavy blow across the cheek, and following up the infliction by a shower of blows.

“There!” he said, as he stopped to rest; “now, will ye tell me ye can’t do it?”

“Yes, Mas’r,” said Tom, putting up his hand, to wipe the blood that trickled down his face. “I’m willin’ to work, night and day, and work while there’s life and breath in me. But this yer thing I can’t feel it right to do; and, Mas’r, I never shall do it—never!”

Tom had a remarkably smooth, soft voice, and a habitually respectful manner that had given Legree an idea that he would be cowardly and easily subdued. When he spoke these last words, a thrill of amazement went through everyone. The poor woman clasped her hands and said, “O Lord!” and everyone involuntarily looked at each other and drew in their breath, as if to prepare for the storm that was about to burst.

Legree looked stupefied and confounded; but at last burst forth: “What! Ye blasted black beast! Tell me ye don’t think it right to do what I tell ye! What have any of you cussed cattle to do with thinking what’s right? I’ll put a stop to it! Why, what do ye think ye are? May be ye think ye’re a gentleman, master Tom, to be a telling your master what’s right, and what an’t! So you pretend it’s wrong to flog the gal!”

“I think so, Mas’r,” said Tom; “the poor crittur’s sick and feeble; ’twould be downright cruel, and it’s what I never will do, nor begin to. Mas’r, if you mean to kill me, kill me; but, as to my raising my hand again any one here, I never shall—I’ll die first!”

Tom spoke in a mild voice, but with a decision that could not be mistaken. Legree shook with anger; his greenish eyes glared fiercely, and his very whiskers seemed to curl with passion. But, like some ferocious beast, that plays with its victim before he devours it, he kept back his strong impulse to proceed to immediate violence, and broke out into bitterly raillery.

“Well, here’s a pious dog, at last, let down among us sinners—a saint, a gentleman, and no less, to talk to us sinners about our sins! Powerful holy crittur, he must be! Here, you rascal, you make believe to be so pious—didn’t you never hear, out of yer Bible, ‘Servants, obey yer masters’? An’t I yer master? Didn’t I pay down twelve hundred dollars, cash, for all there is inside yer old cussed black shell? An’t yer mine, now, body and soul?” he said, giving Tom a violent kick with his heavy boot; “tell me!”

In the very depth of physical suffering, bowed by brutal oppression, this question shot a gleam of joy and triumph through Tom’s soul. He suddenly stretched himself up, and, looking earnestly to heaven, while the tears and blood that flowed down his face mingled, he exclaimed, “No! no! no! my soul an’t yours, Mas’r! You haven’t bought it—ye can’t buy it! It’s been bought and paid for by One that is able to keep it. No matter, no matter, you can’t harm me!”

“I can’t!” said Legree, with a sneer; “we’ll see—we’ll see! Here Sambo, Quimbo, give this dog such a breakin’ in as he won’t get over this month!”

The two gigantic Negroes that now laid hold of Tom, with fiendish exultation in their faces, might have formed no unapt personification of powers of darkness. The poor woman screamed with apprehension, and all rose, as by a general impulse, while they dragged him unresisting from the place.

Source: Uncle Tom’s Cabin; Or, Life among the Lowly (Boston: John P. Jewett, 1852), 61–64.

8. Kansas-Nebraska Act (May 30, 1854)

Introduction

In 1854 Senator Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois proposed an act to form two new territories, Kansas and Nebraska. Everyone knew that this was merely the first step toward creating new states. New states, in turn, threatened to upset the political balance between slave and non-slaveholding states. Kansas and Nebraska were located in territory where slavery had previously been prohibited by the terms of the Missouri Compromise of 1820. Having two new non-slaveholding, or free, states was unacceptable to Southern senators. To obtain Southern support for his bill, Douglas proposed that settlers in the two territories be permitted to choose between becoming slave states or free states. Douglas convinced enough senators to gain passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act on May 30, 1854. Its passage destroyed the Missouri Compromise, an agreement that had held the nation together for 34 years. Across the North, citizens held protest meetings and organized new political parties to oppose any expansion of slavery. The Kansas-Nebraska Act so fanned the flames of sectionalism that it led to the demise of the Whig Party, the division of the Democrats into Northern and Southern wings, and the birth of the Republican Party. The act aroused a heretofore obscure Illinois politician named Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln seized upon the Kansas-Nebraska Act to engage Douglas in a series of spirited debates that earned Lincoln national prominence. Meanwhile in Kansas, proslavery and antislavery factions engaged in an armed struggle that proved so violent that Kansas became known as “Bleeding Kansas.”

Primary Source

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That all that part of the territory of the United States included within the following limits, except such portions thereof as are hereinafter expressly exempted from the operations of this act, to wit: beginning at a point in the Missouri River where the fortieth parallel of north latitude crosses the same; then west on said parallel to the east boundary of the Territory of Utah, the summit of the Rocky Mountains; thence on said summit northwest to the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude; thence east on said parallel to the western boundary of the territory of Minnesota; thence southward on said boundary to the Missouri River; thence down the main channel of said river to the place of beginning, be, and the same is hereby, created into a temporary government by the name of the Territory Nebraska; and when admitted as a State or States, the said Territory or any portion of the same, shall be received into the Union with or without slavery, as their constitution may prescribe at the time of the admission: Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to inhibit the government of the United States from dividing said Territory into two or more Territories, in such manner and at such time as Congress shall deem convenient and proper, or from attaching a portion of said Territory to any other State or Territory of the United States: Provided further, That nothing in this act contained shall [be] construed to impair the rights of person or property now pertaining [to] the Indians in said Territory so long as such rights shall remain unextinguished by treaty between the United States and such Indians, or include any territory which, by treaty with any Indian tribe, is not, without the consent of said tribe, to be included within the territorial line or jurisdiction of any State or Territory; but all such territory shall [be] excepted out of the boundaries, and constitute no part of the Territory of Nebraska, until said tribe shall signify their assent to the President of the United States to be included within the said Territory of Nebraska or to affect the authority of the government of the United States [to] make any regulations respecting such Indians, their lands, property, or other rights, by treaty, law, or otherwise, which it would have been competent to the government to make if this act had never passed.

SEC. 2. And Be it further enacted, That the executive power and authority in and over said Territory of Nebraska shall be vested in a Governor who shall hold his office for four years, and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the President of the United States. The Governor shall reside within said Territory, and shall be commander-in-chief of the militia thereof. He may grant pardons and respites for offences against the laws of said Territory, and reprieves for offences against the laws of the United States, until the decision of the President can be made known thereon; he shall commission all officers who shall be appointed to office under the laws of the said Territory, and shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.

SEC. 3. And Be it further enacted, That there shall be a Secretary of said Territory, who shall reside therein, and hold his office for five years, unless sooner removed by the President of the United States; he shall record and preserve all the laws and proceedings of the Legislative Assembly hereinafter constituted, and all the acts and proceedings of the Governor in his executive department; he shall transmit one copy of the laws and journals of the Legislative Assembly within thirty days after the end of each session, and one copy of the executive proceedings and official correspondence semi-annually, on the first days of January and July in each year to the President of the United States, and two copies of the laws to the President of the Senate and to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, to be deposited in the libraries of Congress, and in case of the death, removal, resignation, or absence of the Governor from the Territory, the Secretary shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to execute and perform all the powers and duties of the Governor during such vacancy or absence, or until another Governor shall be duly appointed and qualified to fill such vacancy.

SEC 4. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power and authority of said Territory shall be vested in the Governor and a Legislative Assembly. The Legislative Assembly shall consist of a Council and House of Representatives. The Council shall consist of thirteen members, having the qualifications of voters, as hereinafter prescribed, whose term of service shall continue two years. The House of Representatives shall, at its first session, consist of twenty-six members, possessing the same qualifications as prescribed for members of the Council, and whose term of service shall continue one year. The number of representatives may be increased by the Legislative Assembly, from time to time, in proportion to the increase of qualified voters: Provided, That the whole number shall never exceed thirty-nine. An apportionment shall be made, as nearly equal as practicable, among the several counties or districts, for the election of the council and representatives, giving to each section of the Territory representation in the ratio of its qualified voters as nearly as may be. And the members of the Council and of the House of Representatives shall reside in, and be inhabitants of, the district or county, or counties for which they may be elected, respectively. Previous to the first election, the Governor shall cause a census, or enumeration of the inhabitants and qualified voters of the several counties and districts of the Territory, to be taken by such persons and in such mode as the Governor shall designate and appoint; and the persons so appointed shall receive a reasonable compensation therefor. And the first election shall be held at such time and places, and be conducted in such manner, both as to the persons who shall superintend such election and the returns thereof, as the Governor shall appoint and direct; and he shall at the same time declare the number of members of the Council and House of Representatives to which each of the counties or districts shall be entitled under this act. The persons having the highest number of legal votes in each of said council districts for members of the Council, shall be declared by the Governor to be duly elected to the Council; and the persons having the highest number of legal votes for the House of Representatives, shall be declared by the Governor to be duly elected members of said house: Provided, That in case two or more persons voted for shall have an equal number of votes, and in case a vacancy shall otherwise occur in either branch of the Legislative Assembly, the Governor shall order a new election; and the persons thus elected to the Legislative Assembly shall meet at such place and on such day as the Governor shall appoint; but thereafter, the time, place, and manner of holding and conducting all elections by the people, and the apportioning the representation in the several counties or districts to the Council and House of Representatives, according to the number of qualified voters, shall be prescribed by law, as well as the day of the commencement of the regular sessions of the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That no session in any one year shall exceed the term of forty days, except the first session, which may continue sixty days.

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That every free white male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one years who shall be an actual resident of said Territory, and shall possess the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled to vote at the first election, and shall be eligible to any office within the said Territory; but the qualifications of voters, and of holding office, at all subsequent elections, shall be such as shall be prescribed by the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That the right of suffrage and of holding office shall be exercised only by citizens of the United States and those who shall have declared on oath their intention to become such, and shall have taken an oath to support the Constitution of the United States and the provisions of this act: And provided further, That no officer, soldier, seaman, or marine, or other person in the army or navy of the United States, or attached to troops in the service of the United States, shall be allowed to vote or hold office in said Territory, by reason of being on service therein.

SEC. 6. And Be it further enacted, That the legislative power of the Territory shall extend to all rightful subjects of legislation consistent with the Constitution of the United States and the provisions of this act; but no law shall be passed interfering with the primary disposal of the soil; no tax shall be imposed upon the property of the United States; nor shall the lands or other property of non-residents be taxed higher than the lands or other property of residents. Every bill which shall have passed the Council and House of Representatives of the said Territory shall, before it become a law, be presented to the Governor of the Territory; if he approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it with his objections to the house in which it originated, who shall enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration two thirds of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that house, it shall become a law. But in all such cases the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, to be entered on the journal of each house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within three days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the Assembly, by adjournment, prevents its return, in which case it shall not be a law.

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That all township, district, and county officers, not herein otherwise provided for, shall be appointed or elected, as the case may be, in such manner as shall be provided by the Governor and Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Nebraska. The Governor shall nominate, and, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council, appoint all officers not herein otherwise provided for; and in the first instance the Governor alone may appoint all said officers, who shall hold their offices until the end of the first session of the Legislative Assembly; and shall lay off the necessary districts for members of the Council and House of Representatives, and all other officers.

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That no member of the Legislative Assembly shall hold, or be appointed to, any office which shall have been created, or the salary or emoluments of which shall have been increased, while he was a member, during the term for which he was elected, and for one year after the expiration of such term; but this restriction shall not be applicable to members of the first Legislative Assembly; and no person holding a commission or appointment under the United States, except Postmasters, shall be a member of the Legislative Assembly, or hold any office under the government of said Territory.

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power of said Territory shall be vested in a Supreme Court, District Courts, Probate Courts, and in Justices of the Peace. The Supreme Court shall consist of a chief justice and two associate justices, any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, and who shall hold a term at the seat of government of said Territory annually, and they shall hold their offices during the period of four years, and until their successor shall be appointed and qualified. The said Territory shall be divided into three judicial districts, and a district court shall be held in each of said districts by one of the justices of the Supreme Court, at such times and places as may be prescribed by law; and the said judges shall, after their appointments, respectively, reside in the districts which shall be assigned them. The jurisdiction of the several courts herein provided for, both appellate and original, and that of the probate courts and of justices of the peace, shall be as limited by law: Provided, That justices of the peace shall not have jurisdiction of any matter in controversy when the title or boundaries of land may be in dispute, or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed one hundred dollars; and the said supreme and district courts, respectively, shall possess chancery as well as common law jurisdiction. Each District Court, or the judge thereof, shall appoint its clerk, who shall also be the register in chancery, and shall keep his office at the place where the court may be held. Writs of error, bills of exception, and appeals, shall be allowed in all cases from the final decisions of said district courts to the Supreme Court, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law; but in no case removed to the Supreme Court shall trial by jury be allowed in said court. The Supreme Court, or the justices thereof, shall appoint its own clerk, and every clerk shall hold his office at the pleasure of the court for which he shall have been appointed. Writs of error, and appeals from the final decisions of said Supreme Court, shall be allowed, and may be taken to the Supreme Court of the United States, in the same manner and under the same regulations as from the circuit courts of the United States, where the value of the property, or the amount in controversy, to be ascertained by the oath or affirmation of either party, or other competent witness, shall exceed one thousand dollars; except only that in all cases involving title to slaves, the said writs of error, or appeals shall be allowed and decided by the said Supreme Court, without regard to the value of the matter, property, or title in controversy; and except also that a writ of error or appeal shall also be allowed to the Supreme Court of the United States, from the decision of the said Supreme Court created by this act, or of any judge thereof, or of the district courts created by this act, or of any judge thereof, upon any writ of habeas corpus, involving the question of personal freedom: Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to apply to or affect the provisions to the “act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from the service of their masters,” approved February twelfth, seventeen hundred and ninety-three, and the “act to amend and supplementary to the aforesaid act,” approved September eighteen, eighteen hundred and fifty; and each of the said district courts shall have and exercise the same jurisdiction in all cases arising under the Constitution and Laws of the United States as is vested in the Circuit and District Courts of the United States; and the said Supreme and District Courts of the said Territory, and the respective judges thereof, shall and may grant writs of habeas corpus in all cases in which the same are granted by the judges of the United States in the District of Columbia; and the first six days of every term of said courts, or so much thereof as shall be necessary, shall be appropriated to the trial of causes arising under the said constitution and laws, and writs of error and appeal in all such cases shall be made to the Supreme Court of said Territory, the same as in other cases. The said clerk shall receive in all such cases the same fees which the clerks of the district courts of Utah Territory now receive for similar services.

SEC. 10. And Be it further enacted, That the provisions of an act entitled “An act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from the service of their masters,” approved February twelve, seventeen hundred and ninety-three, and the provisions of the act entitled “An act to amend, and supplementary to, the aforesaid act,” approved September eighteen, eighteen hundred and fifty, be, and the same are hereby, declared to extend to and be in full force within the limits of said Territory of Nebraska.

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed an Attorney for said Territory, who shall continue in office for four years, and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the President, and who shall receive the same fees and salary as the Attorney of the United States for the present Territory of Utah. There shall also be a Marshal for the Territory appointed, who shall hold his office for four years, and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the President, and who shall execute all processes issuing from the said courts when exercising their jurisdiction as Circuit and District Courts of the United States; he shall perform the duties, be subject to the same regulation and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees, as the Marshal of the District Court of the United States for the present Territory of Utah, and shall, in addition, be paid two hundred dollars annually as a compensation for extra services.

SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That the Governor, Secretary, Chief Justice, and Associate Justices, Attorney and Marshal, shall be nominated, and, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appointed by the President of the United States. The Governor and a Secretary to be appointed as aforesaid, shall, before they act as such, respectively take an oath or affirmation before the District Judge or some Justice of the Peace in the limits of said Territory, duly authorized to administer oaths and affirmations by the laws now in force therein, or before the Chief Justice, or some Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, to support the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully to discharge the duties of their respective offices, which said oaths, when so taken, shall be certified by the person by whom the same shall have been taken; and such certificates shall be received and recorded by the said Secretary among the Executive proceedings; and the Chief Justice and Associate Justices, and all other civil officers in said Territory, before they act as such, shall take a like oath or affirmation before the said Governor or Secretary, or some Judge or Justice of the Peace of the Territory, who may be duly commissioned and qualified, which said oath or affirmation shall be certified and transmitted by the person taking the same to the Secretary, to be by him recorded as aforesaid; and, afterwards, the like oath or affirmation shall be taken, certified, and recorded, in such manner and form as may be prescribed by law. The Governor shall receive an annual salary of two thousand five hundred dollars. The Chief Justice and Associate Justices shall each receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars. The Secretary shall receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars. The said salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly, from the dates of the respective appointments, at the Treasury of the United States; but no such payment shall be made until said officers shall have entered upon the duties of their respective appointments. The members of the Legislative Assembly shall be entitled to receive three dollars each per day during their attendance at the sessions thereof, and three dollars each for every twenty miles’ travel in going to and returning from the said sessions, estimated according to the nearest usually travelled route; and an additional allowance of three dollars shall be paid to the presiding officer of each house for each day he shall so preside. And a chief clerk, one assistant clerk, a sergeant-at-arms, and doorkeeper, may be chosen for each house; and the chief clerk shall receive four dollars per day, and the said other officers three dollars per day, during the session of the Legislative Assembly; but no other officers shall be paid by the United States: Provided, That there shall be but one session of the legislature annually, unless, on an extraordinary occasion, the Governor shall think proper to call the legislature together. There shall be appropriated, annually, the usual sum, to be expended by the Governor, to defray the contingent expenses of the Territory, including the salary of a clerk of the Executive Department; and there shall also be appropriated, annually, a sufficient sum, to be expended by the Secretary of the Territory, and upon an estimate to be made by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, to defray the expenses of the Legislative Assembly, the printing of the laws, and other incidental expenses; and the Governor and Secretary of the Territory shall, in the disbursement of all moneys intrusted to them, be governed solely by the instructions of the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, and shall, semi-annually, account to the said Secretary for the manner in which the aforesaid moneys shall have been expended; and no expenditure shall be made by said Legislative Assembly for objects not specially authorized by the acts of Congress making the appropriations, nor beyond the sums thus appropriated for such objects.

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Nebraska shall hold its first session at such time and place in said Territory as the Governor thereof shall appoint and direct; and at said first session, or as soon thereafter as they shall deem expedient, the Governor and Legislative Assembly shall proceed to locate and establish the seat of government for said Territory at such place as they may deem eligible; which place, however, shall thereafter be subject to be changed by the said Governor and Legislative Assembly.

SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That a delegate to the House of Representatives of the United States, to serve for the term of two years, who shall be a citizen of the United States, may be elected by the voters qualified to elect members of the Legislative Assembly, who shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges as are exercised and enjoyed by the delegates from the several other Territories of the United States to the said House of Representatives, but the delegate first elected shall hold his seat only during the term of the Congress to which he shall be elected. The first election shall be held at such time and places, and be conducted in such manner, as the Governor shall appoint and direct; and at all subsequent elections the times, places, and manner of holding the elections, shall be prescribed by law. The person having the greatest number of votes shall be declared by the Governor to be duly elected; and a certificate thereof shall be given accordingly. That the Constitution, and all Laws of the United States which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same force and effect within the said Territory of Nebraska as elsewhere within the United States, except the eighth section of the act preparatory to the admission of Missouri into the Union approved March sixth, eighteen hundred and twenty, which, being inconsistent with the principle of non-intervention by Congress with slaves in the States and Territories, as recognized by the legislation of eighteen hundred and fifty, commonly called the Compromise Measures, is hereby declared inoperative and void; it being the true intent and meaning of this act not to legislate slavery into any Territory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic institutions in their own way, subject only to the Constitution of the United States: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to revive or put in force any law or regulation which may have existed prior to the act of sixth March, eighteen hundred and twenty, either protecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery.

SEC. 15. And Be it further enacted, That there shall hereafter be appropriated, as has been customary for the Territorial governments, sufficient amount, to be expended under the direction of the said Governor of the Territory of Nebraska, not exceeding the sums heretofore appropriated for similar objects, for the erection of suitable public buildings at the seat of government, and for the purchase of a library, to be kept at the seat of government for the use of the Governor, Legislative Assembly, Judges of the Supreme Court, Secretary, Marshal, and Attorney of said Territory, and such other persons, and under such regulations as shall be prescribed by law.

SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That when the lands in the said Territory shall be surveyed under the direction of the government of the United States, preparatory to bringing the same into market, sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in each township in said Territory shall be, and the same are hereby, reserved for the purpose of being applied to schools in said Territory, and in the States and Territories hereafter to be erected out of the same.

SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That, until otherwise provided by law, the Governor of said Territory may define the Judicial Districts of said Territory, and assign the judges who may be appointed for said Territory to the several districts; and also appoint the times and places for holding courts in the several counties or subdivisions in each of said Judicial Districts by proclamation, to be issued by him; but the Legislative Assembly, at their first or any subsequent session, may organize, alter, or modify such Judicial Districts, and assign the judges, and alter the times and places of holding the courts, as to them shall seem proper and convenient.

SEC. 18. And be it further enacted, That all officers to be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, for the Territory of Nebraska, who, by virtue of the provisions of any law now existing, or which may be enacted during the present Congress, are required to give security for moneys that may be intrusted with them for disbursement, shall give such security, at such time and place, and in such manner, as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe.

SEC. 19. And be it further enacted, That all that part of the Territory of the United States included within the following limits, except such portions thereof as are hereinafter expressly exempted from the operations of this act, to wit, beginning at a point on the western boundary of the State of Missouri, where the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude crosses the same; thence west on said parallel to the eastern boundary of New Mexico; thence north on said boundary to latitude thirty-eight; thence following said boundary westward to the east boundary of the Territory of Utah, on the summit of the Rocky Mountains; thence northward on said summit to the fortieth parallel of latitude, thence east on said parallel to the western boundary of the State of Missouri; thence south with the western boundary of said State to the place of beginning, be, and the same is hereby, created into a temporary government by the name of the Territory of Kansas; and when admitted as a State or States, the said Territory, or any portion of the same, shall be received into the Union with or without slavery, as their Constitution may prescribe at the time of their admission: Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to inhibit the government of the United States from dividing said Territory into two or more Territories, in such manner and at such times as Congress shall deem convenient and proper, or from attaching any portion of said Territory to any other State or Territory of the United States: Provided further, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to impair the rights of person or property now pertaining to the Indians in said Territory, so long as such rights shall remain unextinguished by treaty between the United States and such Indians, or to include any territory which, by treaty with any Indian tribe, is not, without the consent of said tribe, to be included within the territorial limits or jurisdiction of any State or Territory; but all such territory shall be excepted out of the boundaries, and constitute no part of the Territory of Kansas, until said tribe shall signify their assent to the President of the United States to be included within the said Territory of Kansas, or to affect the authority of the government of the United States to make any regulation respecting such Indians, their lands, property, or other rights, by treaty, law, or otherwise, which it would have been competent to the government to make if this act had never passed.

SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That the executive power and authority in and over said Territory of Kansas shall be vested in a Governor, who shall hold his office for four years, and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the President of the United States. The Governor shall reside within said Territory, and shall be commander-in-chief of the militia thereof. He may grant pardons and respites for offences against the laws of said Territory, and reprieves for offences against the laws of the United States, until the decision of the President can be made known thereon; he shall commission all officers who shall be appointed to office under the laws of the said Territory, and shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.

SEC. 21. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a Secretary of said Territory, who shall reside therein, and hold his office for five years, unless sooner removed by the President of the United States; he shall record and preserve all the laws and proceedings of the Legislative Assembly hereinafter constituted, and all the acts and proceedings of the Governor in his Executive Department; he shall transmit one copy of the laws and journals of the Legislative Assembly within thirty days after the end of each session, and one copy of the executive proceedings and official correspondence semi-annually, on the first days of January and July in each year, to the President of the United States, and two copies of the laws to the President of the Senate and to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, to be deposited in the libraries of Congress; and, in case of the death, removal, resignation, or absence of the Governor from the Territory, the Secretary shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to execute and perform all the powers and duties of the Governor during such vacancy or absence, or until another Governor shall be duly appointed and qualified to fill such vacancy.

SEC. 22. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power and authority of said Territory shall be vested in the Governor and a Legislative Assembly. The Legislative Assembly shall consist of a Council and House of Representatives. The Council shall consist of thirteen members, having the qualifications of voters, as hereinafter prescribed, whose term of service shall continue two years. The House of Representatives shall, at its first session, consist of twenty-six members possessing the same qualifications as prescribed for members of the Council, and whose term of service shall continue one year. The number of representatives may be increased by the Legislative Assembly, from time to time, in proportion to the increase of qualified voters: Provided, That the whole number shall never exceed thirty-nine. An apportionment shall be made, as nearly equal as practicable, among the several counties or districts, for the election of the Council and Representatives, giving to each section of the Territory representation in the ratio of its qualified voters as nearly as may be. And the members of the Council and of the House of Representatives shall reside in, and be inhabitants of, the district or county, or counties, for which they may be elected, respectively. Previous to the first election, the Governor shall cause a census, or enumeration of the inhabitants and qualified voters of the several counties and districts of the Territory, to be taken by such persons and in such mode as the Governor shall designate and appoint; and the persons so appointed shall receive a reasonable compensation therefor. And the first election shall be held at such time and places, and be conducted in such manner, both as to the persons who shall superintend such election and the returns thereof, as the Governor shall appoint and direct; and he shall at the same time declare the number of members of the Council and House of Representatives to which each of the counties or districts shall be entitled under this act. The persons having the highest number of legal votes in each of said Council Districts for members of the Council, shall be declared by the Governor to be duly elected to the Council; and the persons having the highest number of legal votes for the House of Representatives, shall be declared by the Governor to be duly elected members of said house: Provided, That in case two or more persons voted for shall have an equal number of votes, and in case or a vacancy shall otherwise occur in either branch of the Legislative Assembly, the Governor shall order a new election; and the persons thus elected to the Legislative Assembly shall meet at such place and on such day as the Governor shall appoint; but thereafter, the time, place, and manner of holding and conducting all elections by the people, and the apportioning of the representation in the several counties or districts to the Council and House of Representatives, according to the number of qualified voters, shall be prescribed by law, as well as the day of the commencement of the regular sessions of the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That no session in any one year shall exceed the term of forty days, except the first session, which may continue sixty days.

SEC. 23. And be it further enacted, That every free white male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one years, who shall be an actual resident of said Territory, and shall possess the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled to vote at the first election, and shall be eligible to any office within the said Territory; but the qualifications of voters, and of holding office, at all subsequent elections, shall be such as shall be prescribed by the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That the right of suffrage and of holding office shall be exercised only by citizens of the United States, and those who shall have declared, on oath, their intention to become such, and shall have taken an oath to support the Constitution of the United States and the provisions of this act: And, provided further, That no officer, soldier, seaman, or marine, or other person in the army or navy of the United States, or attached to troops in the service of the United States, shall be allowed to vote or hold office in said Territory by reason of being on service therein.

SEC. 24. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power of the Territory shall extend to all rightful subjects of legislation consistent with the Constitution of the United States and the provisions of this act; but no law shall be passed interfering with the primary disposal of the soil; no tax shall be imposed upon the property of the United States; nor shall the lands or other property of non-residents be taxed higher than the lands or other property of residents. Every bill which shall have passed the Council and House of Representatives of the said Territory shall, before it become a law, be presented to the Governor of the Territory; if he approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it with his objections to the house in which it originated, who shall enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two thirds of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which, it shall likewise be reconsidered, and, if approved by two thirds of that house, it shall become a law. But in all such cases the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, to be entered on the journal of each house, respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within three days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the Assembly, by adjournment, prevent its return, in which case it shall not be a law.

SEC. 25. And be it further enacted, That all township, district, and; county officers, not herein otherwise provided for, shall be appointed or elected as the case may be, in such manner as shall be provided by the Governor and Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Kansas. The Governor shall nominate, and, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council, appoint all officers not herein otherwise provided for; and, in the first instance, the Governor alone may appoint all said officers, who shall hold their offices until the end of the first session of the Legislative Assembly; and shall lay off the necessary districts for members of the Council and House of Representatives, and all other officers.

SEC. 26. And be it further enacted, That no member of the Legislative Assembly shall hold, or be appointed to, any office which shall have been created, or the salary or emoluments of which shall have been increased, while he was a member, during the term for which he was elected, and for one year after the expiration of such term; but this restriction shall not be applicable to members of the first Legislative Assembly; and no person holding a commission or appointment under the United States, except postmasters, shall be a member of the Legislative Assembly, or shall hold any office under the government of said Territory.

SEC. 27. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power of said Territory shall be vested in a supreme court, district courts, probate courts, and in justices of the peace. The Supreme Court shall consist of chief justice and two associate justices, any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, and who shall hold a term at the seat of government of said Territory annually; and they shall hold their offices during the period of four years, and until their successors shall be appointed and qualified. The said Territory shall be divided into three judicial districts, and a district court shall be held in each of said districts by one of the justices of the Supreme Court, at such times and places as may be prescribed by law; and the said judges shall, after their appointments, respectively, reside in the districts which shall be assigned them. The jurisdiction of the several courts herein provided for, both appellate and original, and that of the probate courts and of justices of the peace, shall be as limited by law: Provided, That justices of the peace shall not have jurisdiction of any matter in controversy when the title or boundaries of land may be in dispute, or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed one hundred dollars; and the said supreme and district courts, respectively, shall possess chancery as well as common law jurisdiction. Said District Court, or the judge thereof, shall appoint its clerk, who shall also be the register in chancery, and shall keep his office at the place where the court may be held. Writs of error, bills of exception, and appeals shall be allowed in all cases from the final decisions of said district courts to the Supreme Court, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law; but in no case removed to the Supreme Court shall trial by jury be allowed in said court. The Supreme Court, or the justices thereof, shall appoint its own clerk, and every clerk shall hold his office at the pleasure of the court for which he shall have been appointed. Writs of error, and appeals from the final decisions of said supreme court, shall be allowed, and may be taken to the Supreme Court of the United States, in the same manner and under the same regulations as from the Circuit Courts of the United States, where the value of the property, or the amount in controversy, to be ascertained by the oath or affirmation of either party, or other competent witness, shall exceed one thousand dollars; except only that in all cases involving title to slaves, the said writ of error or appeals shall be allowed and decided by said supreme court, without regard to the value of the matter, property, or title in controversy; and except also that a writ of error or appeal shall also be allowed to the Supreme Court of the United States, from the decision of the said supreme court created by this act, or of any judge thereof, or of the district courts created by this act, or of any judge thereof, upon any writ of habeas corpus, involving the question of personal freedom: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to apply to or affect the provisions of the “act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from the service of their masters,” approved February twelfth, seventeen hundred and ninety-three, and the “act to amend and supplementary to the aforesaid act,” approved September eighteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty; and each of the said district courts shall have and exercise the same jurisdiction in all cases arising under the Constitution and laws of the United States as is vested in the Circuit and District Courts of the United States; and the said supreme and district courts of the said Territory, and the respective judges thereof, shall and may grant writs of habeas corpus in all cases in which the same are granted by the judges of the United States in the District of Columbia; and the first six days of every term of said courts, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be appropriated to the trial of causes arising under the said Constitution and laws, and writs of error and appeal in all such cases shall-be made to the Supreme Court of said Territory, the same as in other cases. The said clerk shall receive the same fees in all such cases, which the clerks of the district courts of Utah Territory now receive for similar services.

SEC. 28. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the act entitled “An act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from, the service of their masters,” approved February twelfth, seventeen hundred and ninety-three, and the provisions of the act entitled “An act to amend, and supplementary to, the aforesaid act,” approved September eighteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty, be, and the same are hereby, declared to extend to and be in full force within the limits of the said Territory of Kansas.

SEC. 29. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed an attorney for said Territory, who shall continue in office for four years, and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the President, and who shall receive the same fees and salary as the Attorney of the United States for the present Territory of Utah. There shall also be a marshal for the Territory appointed, who shall hold his office for four years, and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the President, and who shall execute all processes issuing from the said courts where exercising their jurisdiction as Circuit and District Courts of the United States; he shall perform the duties, be subject to the same regulations and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees, as the Marshal of the District Court of the United States for the present Territory of Utah, and shall, in addition, be paid two hundred dollars annually as a compensation for extra services.

SEC. 30. And be it further enacted, That the Governor, Secretary, Chief Justice, and Associate Justices, Attorney, and Marshal, shall be nominated, and, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appointed by the President of the United States. The Governor and Secretary to be appointed as aforesaid shall, before they act as such, respectively take an oath or affirmation before the district judge or some justice of the peace in the limits of said Territory, duly authorized to administer oaths and affirmations by the laws now in force therein, or before the Chief Justice or some Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, to support the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully to discharge the duties of their respective offices, which said oaths, when so taken, shall be certified by the person by whom the same shall have been taken; and such certificates shall be received and recorded by the said secretary among the executive proceedings; and the Chief Justice and Associate Justices, and all other civil officers in said Territory, before they act as such, shall take a like oath or affirmation before the said Governor or Secretary, or some Judge or Justice of the Peace of the Territory who may be duly commissioned and qualified, which said oath or affirmation shall be certified and transmitted by the person taking the same to the Secretary, to be by him recorded as aforesaid; and, afterwards, the like oath or affirmation shall be taken, certified, and recorded, in such manner and form as may be prescribed by law. The Governor shall receive an annual salary of two thousand five hundred dollars. The Chief Justice and Associate Justices shall receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars. The Secretary shall receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars. The said salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly, from the dates of the respective appointments, at the Treasury of the United States; but no such payment shall be made until said officers shall have entered upon the duties of their respective appointments. The members of the Legislative Assembly shall be entitled to receive three dollars each per day during their attendance at the sessions thereof, and three dollars each for every twenty miles’ travel in going to and returning from the said sessions, estimated according to the nearest usually travelled route; and an additional allowance of three dollars shall be paid to the presiding officer of each house for each day he shall so preside. And a chief clerk, one assistant clerk, a sergeant at-arms, and door-keeper, may be chosen for each house; and the chief clerk shall receive four dollars per day, and the said other officers three dollars per day, during the session of the Legislative Assembly; but no other officers shall be paid by the United States: Provided, That there shall be but one session of the Legislature annually, unless, on an extraordinary occasion, the Governor shall think proper to call the Legislature together. There shall be appropriated, annually, the usual sum, to be expended by the Governor, to defray the contingent expenses of the Territory, including the salary of a clerk of the Executive Department and there shall also be appropriated, annually, a sufficient sum, to be expended by the Secretary of the Territory, and upon an estimate to be made by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, to defray the expenses of the Legislative Assembly, the printing of the laws, and other incidental expenses; and the Governor and Secretary of the Territory shall, in the disbursement of all moneys intrusted to them, be governed solely by the instructions of the secretary of the Treasury of the United States, and shall, semi-annually, account to the said secretary for the manner in which the aforesaid moneys shall have been expended; and no expenditure shall be made by said Legislative Assembly for objects not specially authorized by the acts of Congress making the appropriations, nor beyond the sums thus appropriated for such objects.

SEC. 31. And be it further enacted, That the seat of government of said Territory is hereby located temporarily at Fort Leavenworth; and that such portions of the public buildings as may not be actually used and needed for military purposes, may be occupied and used, under the direction of the Governor and Legislative Assembly, for such public purposes as may be required under the provisions of this act.

SEC. 32. And be it further enacted, That a delegate to the House of Representatives of the United States, to serve for the term of two years, who shall be a citizen of the United States, may be elected by the voters qualified to elect members of the Legislative Assembly, who shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges as are exercised and enjoyed by the delegates from the several other Territories of the United States to the said House of Representatives, but the delegate first elected shall hold his seat only during the term of the Congress to which he shall be elected. The first election shall be held at such time and places, and be conducted in such manner, as the Governor shall appoint and direct; and at all subsequent elections, the times, places, and manner of holding the elections shall be prescribed by law. The person having the greatest number of votes shall be declared by the Governor to be duly elected, and a certificate thereof shall be given accordingly. That the Constitution, and all laws of the United States which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same force and effect within the said Territory of Kansas as elsewhere within the United States, except the eighth section of the act preparatory to the admission of Missouri into the Union, approved March sixth, eighteen hundred and twenty, which, being inconsistent with the principle of non-intervention by Congress with slavery in the States and Territories, as recognized by the legislation of eighteen hundred and fifty, commonly called the Compromise Measures, is hereby declared inoperative and void; it being the true intent and meaning of this act not to legislate slavery into any Territory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic institutions in their own way, subject only to the Constitution of the United States: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to revive or put in force any law or regulation which may have existed prior to the act of sixth of March, eighteen hundred and twenty, either protecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery.

SEC. 33. And be it further enacted, That there shall hereafter be appropriated, as has been customary for the territorial governments, a sufficient amount, to be expended under the direction of the said Governor of the Territory of Kansas, not exceeding the sums heretofore appropriated for similar objects, for the erection of suitable public buildings at the seat of government, and for the purchase of a library, to be kept at the seat of government for the use of the Governor, Legislative Assembly, Judges of the Supreme Court, Secretary, Marshal, and Attorney of said Territory, and such other persons, and under such regulations, as shall be prescribed by law.

SEC. 34. And be it further enacted, That when the lands in the said Territory shall be surveyed under the direction of the government of the United States, preparatory to bringing the same into market, sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in each township in said Territory shall be, and the same are hereby, reserved for the purpose of being applied to schools in said Territory, and in the States and Territories hereafter to be erected out of the same.

SEC. 35. And be it further enacted, That, until otherwise provided by law, the Governor of said Territory may define the Judicial Districts of said Territory, and assign the judges who may be appointed for said Territory to the several districts; and also appoint the times and places for holding courts in the several counties or subdivisions in each of said judicial districts by proclamation, to be issued by him; but the Legislative Assembly, at their first or any subsequent session, may organize, alter, or modify such judicial districts, and assign the judges, and alter the times and places of holding the courts as to them shall seem proper and convenient.

SEC. 36. And be it further enacted, That all officers to be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, for the Territory of Kansas, who, by virtue of the provisions of any law now existing, or which may be enacted during the present Congress, are required to give security for moneys that may be intrusted with them for disbursement, shall give such security, at such time and place, and in such manner as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe.

SEC. 37. And be it further enacted, That all treaties, laws, and other engagements made by the government of the United States with the Indian tribes inhabiting the territories embraced within this act, shall be faithfully and rigidly observed, notwithstanding any thing contained in this act; and that the existing agencies and superintendencies of said Indians be continued with the same powers and duties which are now prescribed by law, except that the President of the United States may, at his discretion, change the location of the office of superintendent.

Approved, May 30, 1854.

Source: “An Act to Organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas, 1854,” Records of the Interior and Insular Affairs Committee and Its Predecessors, 1805–1988, Record Group 11, General Records of the United States Government, National Archives.

9. Charles Sumner: Speech to the U.S. Senate (May 19, 1856) [Excerpts]

Introduction

The status of slavery in the Kansas Territory was extremely controversial. Proslavery and antislavery factions engaged in an armed struggle that proved so violent that Kansas became known as “Bleeding Kansas.” On May 19, 1856, Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts delivered a speech, excerpted below, on the Senate floor. He ardently denounced Southern efforts to promote the spread of slavery in the territories. In particular, he lambasted South Carolina senator Andrew P. Butler, one of the architects of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, for his defense of slavery. Three days after Sumner delivered this speech, Butler’s nephew, Representative Preston S. Brooks of South Carolina, stormed into the Senate chamber and used his cane to beat Sumner unconscious. The incident provoked enormous response. In the North, newspapers proclaimed that the South had descended to the use of violence to suppress free speech and the democratic process, while many people in the South lionized Brooks as a hero. The House of Representatives voted 121 to 95 to expel Brooks, but Southern representatives blocked the necessary two-thirds majority. Brooks resigned anyway and merely received a $300 fine from the district court for his assault. Badly injured, Sumner was unable to sit in the Senate again for most of the next four years. Nonetheless, his Massachusetts constituents loyally reelected him to office as a proud rebuke to the “barbarism of slavery.”

Primary Source

If the slave states cannot enjoy what, in mockery of the great Fathers of the Republic, he [Butler] misnames equality under the Constitution—in other words, the full power in the national territories to compel fellow men to unpaid toil, to separate husband and wife, and to sell little children at the auction block—then, sir, the chivalric Senator will conduct the state of South Carolina out of the Union! Heroic knight! Exalted Senator! A second Moses come for a second exodus!

But not content with this poor menace … the Senator, in the unrestrained chivalry of his nature, has undertaken to apply opprobrious words to those who differ from him on this floor. He calls them “sectional and fanatical”; and opposition to the usurpation in Kansas he denounces as “an uncalculating fanaticism.” To be sure, these charges lack all grace of originality, and all sentiment of truth; but the adventurous Senator does not hesitate. He is the uncompromising, unblushing representative on this floor of a flagrant sectionalism, which now domineers over the Republic….

With regret, I come again upon the Senator from South Carolina [Butler], who, omnipresent in this debate, overflowed with rage at the simple suggestion that Kansas had applied for admission as a state; and, with incoherent phrases, discharged the loose expectoration of his speech, now upon her representative, and then upon her people. There was no extravagance of the ancient parliamentary debate which he did not repeat. Nor was there any possible deviation from truth which he did not make, with so much of passion, I am glad to add, as to save him from the suspicion of intentional aberration.

But the Senator touches nothing which he does not disfigure—with error, sometimes of principle, sometimes of fact. He shows an incapacity of accuracy, whether in stating the Constitution or in stating the law, whether in the details of statistics or the diversions of scholarship. He cannot open his mouth but out there flies a blunder….

South Carolina is old; Kansas is young. South Carolina counts by centuries; where Kansas counts by years. But a beneficent example may be born in a day; and I venture to say that against the two centuries of the older state may be already set the two years of trial, evolving corresponding virtue, in the younger community. In the one is the long wail of Slavery; in the other, the hymns of Freedom. And if we glance at special achievements, it will be difficult to find anything in the history of South Carolina to match that repulse of the Missouri invaders by the beleaguered town of Lawrence, where even the women gave their efforts to Freedom….

Were the whole history of South Carolina blotted out of existence, from its very beginning down to the day of the last election of the Senator to his present seat on this floor, civilization might lose—I do not say how little; but surely less than it has already gained by the example of Kansas, in its valiant struggle against oppression, and in the development of a new science of emigration. Already in Lawrence alone there are newspapers and schools, including a high school, and throughout this infant territory there is more mature scholarship far, in proportion to its inhabitants, than in all South Carolina. Ah, sir, I tell the Senator that Kansas, welcomed as a free state, will be a “ministering angel” to the Republic when South Carolina, in the cloak of darkness which she hugs, “lies howling.”

Source: U.S. House of Representatives, 34th Congress, 1st Session, House Report 182, Appendix.

10. Scott v. Sanford (1857) [Excerpts]

Introduction

Few legal cases in U.S. history have provoked more controversy than the majority opinion written by U.S. Supreme Court chief justice Roger B. Taney in Scott v. Sanford (1857). The case arose when Dred Scott, a slave, was taken by his master, army surgeon Dr. John Emerson, to states including Illinois and to the Minnesota Territory, where slavery was illegal according to state laws and the Northwest Ordinance of 1787. Emerson subsequently took Scott and his family back to Missouri, a slave state. After Emerson died and Emerson’s widow rejected Scott’s attempt to purchase freedom for himself and his wife, Harriet, Scott sued the executor of Emerson’s estate, John Sanford (incorrectly spelled by the court reporter as Sandford) for freedom on the basis of their prior residence on free soil. The case advanced to the U.S. Supreme Court. The Court had to consider four questions: Did a black man have the same rights as a full American citizen, including the right to sue? Did living on free soil make a slave free? Was the Minnesota Territory actually free soil? And did the U.S. government have the right to ban slavery in Minnesota even though it had not yet become a state? The majority of the justices, including Maryland native Taney, were Southerners. By a vote of seven to two, they ruled that only white people could be citizens of the United States and also that the United States had no right to ban slavery in the territories. Shortly after this decision Dred Scott’s owner freed him, but the repercussions from the decision were immense, as abolitionists concluded that the conflict over slavery could not be settled through the legal system.

Primary Source

Taney, C. J. … There are two leading questions presented by the record:

1. Had the Circuit Court of the United States jurisdiction to hear and determine the case between these parties? And,

2. If it had jurisdiction, is the judgment it has given erroneous or not?

The plaintiff in error, who was also the plaintiff in the court below, was, with his wife and children, held as slaves by the defendant, in the State of Missouri, and he brought this action in the Circuit Court of the United States for that district, to assert the title of himself and his family to freedom.

The declaration is … that he and the defendant are citizens of different States; that is, that he is a citizen of Missouri, and the defendant a citizen of New York.

The defendant pleaded in abatement to the jurisdiction of the court, that the plaintiff was not a citizen of the State of Missouri, as alleged in his declaration, being a negro of African descent whose ancestors were of pure African blood, and who were brought into this country and sold as slaves.

To this plea the plaintiff demurred, and the defendant joined in demurrer….

Before we speak of the pleas in bar, it will be proper to dispose of the questions which have arisen on the plea in abatement.

That plea denies the right of the plaintiff to sue in a court of the United States, for the reasons therein stated.

If the question raised by it is legally before us, and the court should be of opinion that the facts stated in it disqualify the plaintiff from becoming a citizen, in the sense in which that word is used in the Constitution of the United States, then the judgment of the Circuit Court is erroneous, and must be reversed….

The question to be decided is, whether the facts stated in the plea are sufficient to show that the plaintiff is not entitled to sue as a citizen in a court of the United States.

This is certainly a very serious question, and one that now for the first time has been brought for decision before this court. But it is brought here by those who have a right to bring it, and it is our duty to meet it and decide it.

The question is simply this: Can a negro, whose ancestors were imported into this country, and sold as slaves, become a member of the political community formed and brought into existence by the Constitution of the United States, and as such become entitled to all the rights, and privileges, and immunities, guarantied by that instrument to the citizen? One of which rights is the privilege of suing in a court of the United States in the cases specified in the Constitution.

It will be observed, that the plea applies to that class of persons only whose ancestors were negroes of the African race, and imported into this country, and sold and held as slaves. The only matter in issue before the court, therefore, is, whether the descendants of such slaves, when they shall be emancipated, or who are born of parents who had become free before their birth, are citizens of a State, in the sense in which the word citizen is used in the Constitution of the United States. And this being the only matter in dispute on the pleadings, the court must be understood as speaking in this opinion of that class only, that is of persons who are the descendants of Africans who were imported into this country and sold as slaves….

We proceed to examine the case as presented by the pleadings.

The words “people of the United States” and “citizens” are synonymous terms, and mean the same thing. They both describe the political body who, according to our republican institutions, form the sovereignty, and who hold the power and conduct the government through their representatives. They are what we familiarly call the “sovereign people,” and every citizen is one of this people, and a constituent member of this sovereignty. The question before us is, whether the class persons described in the plea in abatement compose a portion of this people, and constituent members of this sovereignty? We think they are not, and that they are not included, and were not intended to be included, under the word “citizens” in the Constitution, and can, therefore, claim none of the rights and privileges which that instrument provides for and secures to citizens [of] the United States. On the contrary, they were at that time considered as a subordinate and inferior class of beings, who had been subjugated by the dominant race, and whether emancipated or not, yet remained subject to their authority, and had no rights or privileges but such as those who held the power and the government might choose to grant them….

In discussing this question, we must not confound the rights of citizenship which a state may confer within its own limits, and the rights of citizenship as a member of the Union. It does not by any means follow, because he has all the rights and privileges of a citizen of a State, that he must be a citizen of the United States. He may have all of the rights and privileges of the citizen of a State, and yet not be entitled to the rights and privileges of a citizen in any other State. For, previous to the adoption of the Constitution of the United States, every State had the undoubted right to confer on whomsoever it pleased the character of a citizen, and to endow him with all its rights. But this character, of course, was confined to the boundaries of the State, and gave him no rights or privileges in other States beyond those secured to him by the laws of nations and the comity of States. Nor have the several States surrendered the power of conferring these rights and privileges by adopting the Constitution of the United States. Each State may still confer them upon an alien, or any one it thinks proper, or upon any class or description of persons; yet he would not be a citizen in the sense in which that word is used in the Constitution of the United States, nor entitled to sue as such in one of its courts, nor to the privileges and immunities of a citizen in the other States. The rights which he would acquire would be restricted to the State which gave them….

It is very clear, therefore, that no State can, by any Act or law of its own, passed since the adoption of the Constitution, introduce a new member into the political community created by the Constitution of the United States. It cannot make him a member of this community by making him a member of its own. And for the same reason it cannot introduce any person, or description of persons, who were not intended to be embraced in this new political family, which the Constitution brought into existence, but were intended to be excluded from it.

The question then arises, whether the provisions of the Constitution, in relation to the personal rights and privileges to which the citizen of a State should be entitled, embraced the negro African race, at that time in this country, or who might afterwards be imported, who had then or should afterwards be made free in any State; and to put it in the power of a single State to make him a citizen the United States, and endue him with the full rights of citizenship in every other State without their consent. Does the Constitution of the United States act upon him whenever he shall be made free under the laws of a State, and raised there to the rank of a citizen, and immediately clothe him with all the privileges of a citizen in every other State, and in its own courts?

The court think the affirmative of these propositions cannot be maintained. And if it cannot, the plaintiff in error could not be a citizen of the State of Missouri, within the meaning of the Constitution of the United States, and, consequently, was not entitled to sue in its courts.

It is true, every person, and every class and description of persons, who were at the time of the adoption of the Constitution recognized as citizens in the several States, became also citizens of this new political body; but none other; it was formed by them, and for them and their posterity, but for no one else. And the personal rights and privileges guarantied to citizens of this new sovereignty were intended to embrace those only who were then members of the several state communities, or who should afterwards, by birthright or otherwise, become members, according to the provisions of the Constitution and the principles on which it was founded….

It becomes necessary, therefore, to determine who were citizens of the several States when the Constitution was adopted. And in order to do this, we must recur to the governments and institutions of the thirteen Colonies, when they separated from Great Britain and formed new sovereignties…. We must inquire who, at that time, were recognized as the people or citizens of a State….

In the opinion of the court, the legislation and histories of the times, and the language used in the Declaration of Independence, show that neither the class of persons who had been imported as slaves, nor their descendants, whether they had become free or not, were then acknowledged as a part of the people, nor intended to be included in the general words used in that memorable instrument.

It is difficult at this day to realize the state of public opinion in relation to that unfortunate race, which prevailed in the civilized and enlightened portions of the world at the time of the Declaration of Independence, and when the Constitution of the United States was framed and adopted….

They had for more than a century before been regarded as beings of an inferior order; and altogether unfit to associate with the white race, either in social or political relations; and so far inferior that they had no rights which the white man was bound to respect; and that the negro might justly and lawfully be reduced to slavery for his benefit.

This opinion was at that time fixed and universal in the civilized portion of the white race. It was regarded as an axiom in morals as well as in politics, which no one thought of disputing, or supposed to be open to dispute; and men in every grade and position in society daily and habitually acted upon it in their private pursuits, as well as in matters of public concern, without doubting for a moment the correctness of this opinion….

The legislation of the different Colonies furnishes positive and undisputable proof of this fact….

The language of the Declaration of Independence is equally conclusive….

This state of public opinion had undergone no change when the Constitution was adopted, as is equally evident from its provisions and language….

But there are two clauses in the Constitution which point directly and specifically to the negro race as a separate class of persons, and show clearly that they were not regarded as a portion of the people or citizens of the Government then formed.

One of these clauses reserves to each of the thirteen States the right to import slaves until the year 1808, if he thinks it proper. And the importation which it thus sanctions was unquestionably of persons of the race of which we are speaking, as the traffic in slaves in the United States had always been confined to them. And by the other provision the States pledge themselves to each other to maintain the right of property of the master, by delivering up to him any slave who may have escaped from his service, and be found within their respective territories…. And these two provisions show, conclusively, that neither the description of persons therein referred to, nor their descendants, were embraced in any of the other provisions of the Constitution; for certainly these two clauses were not intended to confer on them or their posterity the blessings of liberty, or any of the personal rights so carefully provided for the citizen….

Indeed, when we look to the condition of this race in the several States at the time, it is impossible to believe that these rights and privileges were intended to be extended to them….

The legislation of the States therefore shows, in a manner not to be mistaken, the inferior and subject condition of that race at the time the Constitution was adopted, and long afterwards, throughout the thirteen States by which that instrument was framed; and it is hardly consistent with the respect due to these States, to suppose that they regarded at that time, as fellow-citizens and members of the sovereignty, a class of beings whom they had thus stigmatized…. More especially, it cannot be believed that the large slave-holding States regarded them as included in the word “citizens,” or would have consented to a constitution which might compel them to receive them in that character from another State. For if they were so received, and entitled to the privileges and immunities of citizens, it would exempt them from the operation of the special laws and from the police regulations which they considered to be necessary for their own safety….

And all of this would be done in the face of the subject race of the same color, both free and slaves, inevitably producing discontent and insubordination among them, and endangering the peace and safety of the State….

But it is said that a person may be a citizen, and entitled to that character, although he does not possess all the rights which may belong to other citizens; as, for example, the right to vote, or to hold particular offices; and that yet, when he goes into another State, he is entitled to be recognized there as a citizen, although the State may measure his rights by the rights which it allows to persons of a like character or class, resident in the State, and refuse to him the full rights of citizenship.

This argument overlooks the language of the provision in the Constitution of which we are speaking.

Undoubtedly, a person may be a citizen, that is, a member of the community who form the sovereignty, although he exercises no share of the political power, and is incapacitated from holding particular offices….

So, too, a person may be entitled to vote by the law of the State, who is not a citizen even of the State itself. And in some of the States of the Union foreigners not naturalized are allowed to vote. And the State may give the right to free negroes and mulattoes, but that does not make them citizens of the State, and still less of the United States. And the provision in the Constitution giving privileges and immunities in other States, does not apply to them.

Neither does it apply to a person who, being the citizen of a State, migrates to another State. For then he becomes subject to the laws of the State in which he lives, and he is no longer a citizen of the State from which he removed. And the State in which he resides may then, unquestionably, determine his status or condition, and place him among the class of persons who are not recognized as citizens, but belong to an inferior and subject race; and may deny him the privileges and immunities enjoyed by its citizens….

… But if he ranks as a citizen of the State to which he belongs, within the meaning of the Constitution of the United States, then, whenever he goes into another State, the Constitution clothes him, as to the rights of person, with all the privileges and immunities which belong to citizens of the State. And if persons of the African race are citizens of a state, and of the United States, they would be entitled to all of these privileges and immunities in every State, and the State could not restrict them; for they would hold these privileges and immunities, under the paramount authority of the Federal Government, and its courts would be bound to maintain and enforce them, the Constitution and laws of the State to the contrary notwithstanding….

And upon a full and careful consideration of the subject, the court is of opinion that, upon the facts stated in the plea in abatement, Dred Scott was not a citizen of Missouri within the meaning of the Constitution of the United States, and not entitled as such to sue in its courts; and, consequently, that the Circuit Court had no jurisdiction of the case, and that the judgment on the plea in abatement is erroneous….

We proceed, therefore, to inquire whether the facts relied on by the plaintiff entitled him to his freedom….

In considering this part of the controversy, two questions arise: 1st. Was he, together with his family, free in Missouri by reason of the stay in the territory of the United States hereinbefore mentioned? And 2d, If they were not, is Scott himself free by reason of his removal to Rock Island, in the State of Illinois, as stated in the above admissions?

We proceed to examine the first question. The Act of Congress, upon which the plaintiff relies, declares that slavery and involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime, shall be forever prohibited in all that part of the territory ceded by France, under the name of Louisiana, which lies north of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north latitude, and not included within the limits of Missouri. And the difficulty which meets us at the threshold of this part of the inquiry is, whether Congress was authorized to pass this law under any of the powers granted to it by the Constitution; for if the authority is not given by that instrument, it is the duty of this court to declare it void and inoperative, and incapable of conferring freedom upon any one who is held as a slave under the laws of any one of the States.

The counsel for the plaintiff has laid much stress upon that article in the Constitution which confers on Congress the power “to dispose of and make all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or other property belonging to the United States”; but, in the judgment of the court, that provision has no bearing on the present controversy, and the power there given, whatever it may be, is confined, and was intended to be confined, to the territory which at that time belonged to, or was claimed by, the United States, and was within their boundaries as settled by the treaty with Great Britain, and can have no influence upon a territory afterwards acquired from a foreign Government. It was a special provision for a known and particular territory, and to meet a present emergency, and nothing more….

If this clause is construed to extend to territory acquired by the present Government from a foreign nation, outside of the limits of any charter from the British Government to a colony, it would be difficult to say, why it was deemed necessary to give the Government the power to sell any vacant lands belonging to the sovereignty which might be found within it; and if this was necessary, why the grant of this power should precede the power to legislate over it and establish a Government there; and still more difficult to say, why it was deemed necessary so specially and particularly to grant the power to make needful rules and regulations in relation to any personal or movable property it might acquire there. For the words, other property necessarily, by every known rule of interpretation, must mean property of a different description from territory or land. And the difficulty would perhaps be insurmountable in endeavoring to account for the last member of the sentence, which provides that “nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice any claims of the United States or any particular State,” or to say how any particular State could have claims in or to a territory ceded by a foreign Government, or to account for associating this provision with the preceding provisions of the clause, with which it would appear to have no connection….

But the power of Congress over the person or property of a citizen can never be a mere discretionary power under our Constitution and form of Government. The powers of the Government and the rights and privileges of the citizen are regulated and plainly defined by the Constitution itself. And when the Territory becomes a part of the United States, the Federal Government enters into possession in the character impressed upon it by those who created it. It enters upon it with its powers over the citizen strictly defined, and limited by the Constitution, from which it derives its own existence, and by virtue of which alone it continues to exist and act as a Government and sovereignty. It has no power of any kind beyond it; and it cannot, when it enters a Territory of the United States, put off its character, and assume discretionary or despotic powers which the Constitution has denied to it. It cannot create for itself a new character separated from the citizens of the United States, and the duties it owes them under the provisions of the Constitution. The Territory being a part of the United States, the Government and the citizen both enter it under the authority of the Constitution, with their respective rights defined and marked out; and the Federal Government can exercise no power over his person or property, beyond what that instrument confers, nor lawfully deny any right which it has reserved….

The rights of private property have been guarded with equal care. Thus the rights of property are united with the rights of person, and placed on the same ground by the fifth amendment to the Constitution…. An Act of Congress which deprives a person of the United States of his liberty or property merely because he came himself or brought his property into a particular Territory of the United States, and who had committed no offense against the laws, could hardly be dignified with the name of due process of law….

And this prohibition is not confined to the States, but the words are general, and extend to the whole territory over which the Constitution gives it power to legislate, including those portions of it remaining under territorial government, as well as that covered by States. It is a total absence of power everywhere within the dominion of the United States, and places the citizens of a territory, so far as these rights are concerned, on the same footing with citizens of the States, and guards them as firmly and plainly against any inroads which the general government might attempt, under the plea of implied or incidental powers. And if Congress itself cannot do this—if it is beyond the powers conferred on the Federal Government—it will be admitted, we presume, that it could not authorize a territorial government to exercise them. It could confer no power on any local government, established by its authority, to violate the provisions of the Constitution.

It seems, however, to be supposed, that there is a difference between property in a slave and other property, and that different rules may be applied to it in expounding the Constitution of the United States. And the laws and usages of nations, and the writings of eminent jurists upon the relation of master and slave and their mutual rights and duties, and the powers which governments may exercise over it, have been dwelt upon in the argument.

But … if the Constitution recognizes the right of property of the master in a slave, and makes no distinction between that description of property and other property owned by a citizen, no tribunal, acting under the authority of the United States, whether it be legislative, executive, or judicial, has a right to draw such a distinction, or deny to it the benefit of the provisions and guarantees which have been provided for the protection of private property against the encroachments of the Government.

Now … the right of property in a slave is distinctly and expressly affirmed in the Constitution. The right to traffic in it, like an ordinary article of merchandise and property, was guaranteed to the citizens of the United States, in every State that might desire it, for twenty years. And the Government in express terms is pledged to protect it in all future time, if the slave escapes from his owner…. And no word can be found in the Constitution which gives Congress a greater power over slave property, or which entitles property of that kind to less protection than property of any other description. The only power conferred is the power coupled with the duty of guarding and protecting the owner in his rights.

Upon these considerations, it is the opinion of the court that the Act of Congress which prohibited a citizen from holding and owning property of this kind in the territory of the United States north of the line therein mentioned, is not warranted by the Constitution, and is therefore void; and that neither Dred Scott himself, nor any of his family, were made free by being carried into this territory; even if they had been carried there by the owner, with the intention of becoming a permanent resident….

Upon the whole, therefore, it is the judgment of this court, that it appears by the record before us that the plaintiff in error is not a citizen of Missouri, in the sense in which that word is used in the Constitution; and that the Circuit Court of the United States, for that reason, had no jurisdiction in the case, and could give no judgment in it.

Its judgment for the defendant must, consequently, be reversed, and a mandate issued directing the suit to be dismissed for want of jurisdiction.

Source: Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393 (1857).

11. Lecompton Constitution (September 1857)

Introduction

In the 1850s, Kansas was bitterly divided between proslavery and antislavery factions, with antislavery voters outnumbering proslavery voters by two to one. A first step for a territory such as Kansas to gain admission to the Union was to draft a state constitution. In the spring of 1857, a rigged election ensured that proslavery delegates held the seats at the state convention that would meet at Lecompton, Kansas, in September. That convention wrote a proslavery constitution that contained two choices that differed only on the question of importing more slaves in the future. The Lecompton Constitution was then submitted to the territory’s voters. Free-Soilers (antislavery advocates) boycotted the referendum. By a vote of 6,226 to 569, the referendum passed. However, when Kansas then petitioned the federal government to join the Union as a slave state, congressional leaders, led by Senator Stephen A. Douglas, refused to accept the fraudulent Lecompton Constitution as representative of the wishes of the majority of Kansas’s population. Congress defeated Kansas’s application for statehood, thereby forcing state officials to hold a new referendum in January 1858. Until the Lecompton Constitution, Douglas had been the darling of the Democratic South. Southern voters felt betrayed by Douglas’s opposition to the Lecompton Constitution. Consequently, a schism emerged within the Democratic Party that would ensure Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860.

Primary Source

Section 1. The right of property is before and high[er] than any constitutional sanction, and the right of the owner of a slave to such slave and its increase, is the same and as inviolable as the right of the owner of any property whatever.

Section 2. The Legislature shall have no power to pass laws for the emancipation of slaves without the consent of the owners, or without paying the owners previous to their emancipation a full equivalent in money for the slaves so emancipated. They shall have no power to prevent immigrants to the State from bringing with them to the State such persons as are deemed slaves by the laws of any one of the United States or Territories, so long as any person of the same age or description shall be continued in slavery by the laws of this State; provided that such person or slave be the bona fide property of such immigrants; and, provided also, that laws may be passed to prohibit the introduction into this State of slaves who have committed high crimes in other States or Territories. They shall have power to pass laws to permit the owners of slaved to emancipate them, saving the rights of the creditors, and preventing them from becoming a public charge. They shall have power to oblige the owners of slaves to treat them with humanity, to provide for them necessary goods and clothing, to abstain from all injuries to them extending to life or limb, and in case of their neglect or refusal to comply with the direction of such laws, to have such slave or slaves sold for the benefit of the owner or owners.

Section 3. In the prosecution of slaves for crimes of higher grade than petit larceny, the Legislature shall have no power to deprive them of an impartial trial by a petit jury.

Section 4. Any person who shall maliciously dismember, or deprive a slave of life, shall suffer such punishment as would be inflicted in case the like offense had been committed on a free white person, and on the like proof, except in case of insurrection of said slave.

Source: Daniel Webster Wilder, Annals of Kansas (Topeka: Kansas Publishing House, 1868).

12. James H. Hammond: Speech to the Senate (March 4, 1858) [Excerpt]

Introduction

As a journalist and politician, James H. Hammond was an early and consistent supporter of the South’s right to secede from the Union to preserve the institution of slavery. Hammond followed in the footsteps of fellow South Carolinian John C. Calhoun, who in 1837 had famously pronounced slavery as “a positive good.” On March 4, 1858, Hammond delivered an address, which became known as the “Mudsill Speech,” on the floor of the U.S. Senate. A mudsill is a supporting sill (such as in a building or a bridge) that rests directly on a base, especially the earth. Hammond argued that all social systems need a class to do the menial duties. In essence, this class becomes the foundation, or mudsill, on which the greater society functions. Hammond, like many proslavery politicians, also emphasized that factory workers in the North lived lives of even worse degradation than the South’s slaves. Hammond is also remembered for coining the phrase “Cotton is King,” referring to cotton’s dominant economic status in the world economy.

Primary Source

… No, you dare not make war on cotton. No power on earth dares to make war upon it. Cotton is king. Until lately the Bank of England was king; but she tried to put her screws as usual, the fall before last, upon the cotton crop, and was utterly vanquished. The last power has been conquered. Who can doubt, that has looked at recent events, that cotton is supreme? When the abuse of credit had destroyed credit and annihilated confidence; when thousands of the strongest commercial houses in the world were coming down, and hundreds of millions of dollars of supposed property evaporating in thin air; when you came to a dead lock, and revolutions were threatened, what brought you up? Fortunately for you it was the commencement of the cotton season, and we have poured in upon you one million six hundred thousand bales of cotton just at the crisis to save you from destruction. That cotton, but for the bursting of your speculative bubbles in the North, which produced the whole of this convulsion, would have brought us $100,000,000. We have sold it for $65,000,000, and saved you. Thirty-five million dollars we, the slaveholders of the South, have put into the charity box for your magnificent financiers, your “cotton lords,” your “merchant princes.”

But, sir, the greatest strength of the South arises from the harmony of her political and social institutions. This harmony gives her a frame of society, the best in the world, and an extent of political freedom, combined with entire security, such as no other people ever enjoyed upon the face of the earth. Society precedes government; creates it, and ought to control it; but as far as we can look back in historic times we find the case different; for government is no sooner created than it becomes too strong for society, and shapes and moulds, as well as controls it. In later centuries the progress of civilization and of intelligence has made the divergence so great as to produce civil wars and revolutions; and it is nothing now but the want of harmony between governments and societies which occasions all the uneasiness and trouble and terror that we see abroad. It was this that brought on the American Revolution. We threw off a Government not adapted to our social system, and made one for ourselves. The question is, how far have we succeeded? The South, so far as that is concerned, is satisfied, harmonious, and prosperous, but demands to be let alone.

In all social systems there must be a class to do the menial duties, to perform the drudgery of life. That is, a class requiring but a low order of intellect and but little skill. Its requisites are vigor, docility, fidelity. Such a class you must have, or you would not have that other class which leads progress, civilization, and refinement. It constitutes the very mud-sill of society and of political government; and you might as well attempt to build a house in the air, as to build either the one or the other, except on this mud-sill. Fortunately for the South, she found a race adapted to that purpose to her hand. A race inferior to her own, but eminently qualified in temper, in vigor, in docility, in capacity to stand the climate, to answer all her purposes. We use them for our purpose, and call them slaves. We found them slaves by the common “consent of mankind,” which, according to Cicero, “lex naturae est.” The highest proof of what is Nature’s law. We are old-fashioned at the South yet; slave is a word discarded now by “ears polite;” I will not characterize that class at the North by that term; but you have it; it is there; it is everywhere; it is eternal.

The Senator from New York said yesterday that the whole world had abolished slavery. Aye, the name, but not the thing; all the powers of the earth cannot abolish that. God only can do it when he repeals the fiat, “the poor ye always have with you;” for the man who lives by daily labor, and scarcely lives at that, and who has to put out his labor in the market, and take the best he can get for it; in short, your whole hireling class of manual laborers and “operatives,” as you call them, are essentially slaves. The difference between us is, that our slaves are hired for life and well compensated; there is no starvation, no begging, no want of employment among our people, and not too much employment either. Yours are hired by the day, not cared for, and scantily compensated, which may be proved in the most painful manner, at any hour in any street in any of your large towns. Why, you meet more beggars in one day, in any single street of the city of New York, than you would meet in a lifetime in the whole South. We do not think that whites should be slaves either by law or necessity. Our slaves are black, of another and inferior race. The status in which we have placed them is an elevation. They are elevated from the condition in which God first created them, by being made our slaves. None of that race on the whole face of the globe can be compared with the slaves of the South. They are happy, content, unaspiring, and utterly incapable, from intellectual weakness, ever to give us any trouble by their aspirations. Yours are white, of your own race; you are brothers of one blood. They are your equals in natural endowment of intellect, and they feel galled by their degradation. Our slaves do not vote. We give them no political power. Yours do vote, and, being the majority, they are the depositaries of all your political power. If they knew the tremendous secret, that the ballot-box is stronger than “an army with banners,” and could combine, where would you be? Your society would be reconstructed, your government overthrown, your property divided, not as they have mistakenly attempted to initiate such proceedings by meeting in parks, with arms in their hands, but by the quiet process of the ballot-box. You have been making war upon us to our very hearthstones. How would you like for us to send lecturers and agitators North, to teach these people this, to aid in combining, and to lead them?

You say send them along. There is no need of that. Your people are awaking. They are coming here. They are thundering at our doors for homesteads, one hundred and sixty acres of land for nothing, and Southern Senators are supporting them. Nay, they are assembling, as I have said, with arms in their hands, and demanding work at $1,000 a year for six hours a day. Have you heard that the ghosts of Mendoza and Torquemada are stalking in the streets of your great cities? That the inquisition is at hand? There is afloat a fearful rumor that there have been consultations for Vigilance Committees. You know what that means.

Transient and temporary causes have thus far been your preservation. The great West has been open to your surplus population, and your hordes of semibarbarian immigrants, who are crowding in year by year. They make a great movement, and you call it progress. Whither? It is progress; but it is progress towards Vigilance Committees. The South have sustained you in a great measure. You are our factors. You fetch and carry for us. One hundred and fifty million dollars of our money passes annually through your hands. Much of it sticks; all of it assists to keep your machinery together and in motion. Suppose we were to discharge you; suppose we were to take our business out of your hands;—we should consign you to anarchy and poverty. You complain of the rule of the South; that has been another cause that has preserved you. We have kept the government conservative to the great purposes of the Constitution. We have placed it, and kept it, upon the Constitution; and that has been the cause of your peace and prosperity. The Senator from New York says that that is about to be at an end; that you intend to take the Government from us; that it will pass from our hands into yours. Perhaps what he says is true; it may be; but do not forget—it can never be forgotten—it is written on the brightest page of human history—that we, the slaveholders of the South, took our country in her infancy, and, after ruling her for sixty out of the seventy years of her existence, we surrendered her to you without a stain upon her honor, boundless in prosperity, incalculable in her strength, the wonder and the admiration of the world. Time will show what you will make of her; but no time can diminish our glory or your responsibility.

Source: Selections from the Letters and Speeches of the Hon. James H. Hammond, of South Carolina (New York: John F. Trow., 1866), 311–322.

13. Abraham Lincoln: House Divided Speech (June 16, 1858)

Introduction

After winning the Republican Party nomination as candidate for senator for the state of Illinois, Abraham Lincoln delivered one of his most memorable addresses. Lincoln spoke about a prevailing Republican belief that the Dred Scott decision, which the U.S. Supreme Court handed down in 1857, was a Southern conspiracy to expand slavery into the free states. To support this claim, Lincoln outlined the steps that Congress had taken to repeal the Missouri Compromise and thereby allow the expansion of slavery during the 1850s. His Democratic opponent, Stephen A. Douglas, was one of the prime architects of this policy. Lincoln referred to Douglas, former president Franklin Pierce, the sitting president James Buchanan Jr., and chief justice of the Supreme Court Roger B. Taney by their first names when he employed the metaphor of four carpenters joining “a lot of framed timbers.” The speech is best remembered for another of Lincoln’s metaphors, his reference to the words of Jesus that “A house divided against itself cannot stand.” The phrase became symbolic of the struggle that would engulf the country two years later with the outbreak of the Civil War.
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Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Convention:

If we could first know where we are and whither we are tending, we could better judge what to do and how to do it. We are now far into the fifth year since a policy was initiated with the avowed object and confident promise of putting an end to slavery agitation. Under the operation of that policy, that agitation has not only not ceased but has constantly augmented. In my opinion, it will not cease until a crisis shall have been reached and passed. “A house divided against itself cannot stand.” I believe this government cannot endure, permanently, half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved; I do not expect the house to fall; but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing, or all the other. Either the opponents of slavery will arrest the further spread of it and place it where the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction, or its advocates will push it forward till it shall become alike lawful in all the states, old as well as new, North as well as South.

Have we no tendency to the latter condition?

Let anyone who doubts carefully contemplate that now almost complete legal combination—piece of machinery, so to speak—compounded of the Nebraska doctrine and the Dred Scott decision. Let him consider, not only what work the machinery is adapted to do, and how well adapted, but also let him study the history of its construction and trace, if he can, or rather fail, if he can, to trace the evidences of design and concert of action among its chief architects, from the beginning.

The new year of 1854 found slavery excluded from more than half the states by state constitutions and from most of the national territory by congressional prohibition. Four days later commenced the struggle which ended in repealing that congressional prohibition. This opened all the national territory to slavery and was the first point gained.

But, so far, Congress only had acted; and an endorsement by the people, real or apparent, was indispensable to save the point already gained and give chance for more.

This necessity had not been overlooked, but had been provided for, as well as might be, in the notable argument of “squatter sovereignty,” otherwise called “sacred right of self-government,” which latter phrase, though expressive of the only rightful basis of any government, was so perverted in this attempted use of it as to amount to just this: That if any one man choose to enslave another, no third man shall be allowed to object. That argument was incorporated into the Nebraska Bill itself, in the language which follows:

“It being the true intent and meaning of this act not to legislate slavery into any territory or state, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic institutions in their own way, subject only to the Constitution of the United States.”

Then opened the roar of loose declamation in favor of “squatter sovereignty” and “sacred right of self-government.” “But,” said opposition members, “let us amend the bill so as to expressly declare that the people of the territory may exclude slavery.” “Not we,” said the friends of the measure; and down they voted the amendment.

While the Nebraska Bill was passing through Congress, a law case, involving the question of a Negro’s freedom, by reason of his owner having voluntarily taken him first into a free state and then into a territory covered by the congressional prohibition, and held him as a slave for a long time in each, was passing through the United States Circuit Court for the district of Missouri; and both Nebraska Bill and lawsuit were brought to a decision in the same month of May 1854. The Negro’s name was Dred Scott, which name now designates the decision finally made in the case. Before the then next presidential election, the law case came to, and was argued in, the Supreme Court of the United States; but the decision of it was deferred until after the election. Still, before the election, Senator Trumbull, on the floor of the Senate, requested the leading advocate of the Nebraska Bill to state his opinion whether the people of a territory can constitutionally exclude slavery from their limits; and the latter answers: “That is a question for the Supreme Court.”

The election came. Mr. Buchanan was elected, and the endorsement, such as it was, secured. That was the second point gained. The endorsement, however, fell short of a clear popular majority by nearly 400,000 votes, and so, perhaps, was not overwhelmingly reliable and satisfactory. The outgoing President, in his last annual message, as impressively as possible echoed back upon the people the weight and authority of the endorsement. The Supreme Court met again, did not announce their decision, but ordered a reargument.

The presidential inauguration came, and still no decision of the Court; but the incoming President, in his inaugural address, fervently exhorted the people to abide by the forthcoming decision, whatever it might be. Then, in a few days, came the decision.

The reputed author of the Nebraska Bill finds an early occasion to make a speech at this capital endorsing the Dred Scott decision, and vehemently denouncing all opposition to it. The new President, too, seizes the early occasion of the Silliman letter to endorse and strongly construe that decision, and to express his astonishment that any different view had ever been entertained!

At length a squabble springs up between the President and the author of the Nebraska Bill, on the mere question of fact, whether the Lecompton constitution was or was not in any just sense made by the people of Kansas; and in that quarrel the latter declares that all he wants is a fair vote for the people, and that he cares not whether slavery be voted down or voted up. I do not understand his declaration, that he cares not whether slavery be voted down or voted up, to be intended by him other than as an apt definition of the policy he would impress upon the public mind—the principle for which he declares he has suffered so much and is ready to suffer to the end. And well may he cling to that principle! If he has any parental feeling, well may he cling to it. That principle is the only shred left of his original Nebraska doctrine.

Under the Dred Scott decision, “squatter sovereignty” squatted out of existence, tumbled down like temporary scaffolding; like the mold at the foundry, served through one blast and fell back into loose sand; helped to carry an election and then was kicked to the winds. His late joint struggle with the Republicans against the Lecompton constitution involves nothing of the original Nebraska doctrine. That struggle was made on a point—the right of a people to make their own constitution—upon which he and the Republicans have never differed.

The several points of the Dred Scott decision, in connection with Senator Douglas’ “care not” policy, constitute the piece of machinery in its present state of advancement. This was the third point gained. The working points of that machinery are:

First, that no Negro slave, imported as such from Africa, and no descendant of such slave can ever be a citizen of any state in the sense of that term as used in the Constitution of the United States. This point is made in order to deprive the Negro, in every possible event, of the benefit of that provision of the United States Constitution which declares that “the citizens of each state shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of citizens in the several states.”

Second, that, “subject to the Constitution of the United States,” neither Congress nor a territorial legislature can exclude slavery from any United States territory. This point is made in order that individual men may fill up the territories with slaves, without danger of losing them as property, and thus enhance the chances of permanency to the institution through all the future.

Third, that whether the holding [of] a Negro in actual slavery in a free state makes him free, as against the holder, the United States courts will not decide, but will leave to be decided by the courts of any slave state the Negro may be forced into by the master. This point is made, not to be pressed immediately but, if acquiesced in for awhile, and apparently endorsed by the people at an election, then to sustain the logical conclusion that what Dred Scott’s master might lawfully do with Dred Scott in the free state of Illinois, every other master may lawfully do with any other one, or 1,000 slaves, in Illinois or in any other free state.

Auxiliary to all this, and working hand in hand with it, the Nebraska doctrine, or what is left of it, is to educate and mold public opinion, at least Northern public opinion, not to care whether slavery is voted down or voted up. This shows exactly where we now are; and partially, also, whither we are tending.

It will throw additional light on the latter to go back and run the mind over the string of historical facts already stated. Several things will now appear less dark and mysterious than they did when they were transpiring. The people were to be left “perfectly free,” “subject only to the Constitution.” What the Constitution had to do with it, outsiders could not then see. Plainly enough, now, it was an exactly fitted niche for the Dred Scott decision to afterward come in and declare the perfect freedom of the people to be just no freedom at all.

Why was the amendment expressly declaring the right of the people voted down? Plainly enough, now, the adoption of it would have spoiled the niche for the Dred Scott decision. Why was the Court decision held up? Why even a senator’s individual opinion withheld till after the presidential election? Plainly enough, now, the speaking out then would have damaged the “perfectly free” argument upon which the election was to be carried. Why the outgoing President’s felicitation on the endorsement? Why the delay of a reargument? Why the incoming President’s advance exhortation in favor of the decision? These things look like the cautious patting and petting of a spirited horse preparatory to mounting him when it is dreaded that he may give the rider a fall. And why the hasty after-endorsement of the decision by the President and others?

We cannot absolutely know that all these exact adaptations are the result of preconcert. But when we see a lot of framed timbers, different portions of which we know have been gotten out at different times and places and by different workmen—Stephen, Franklin, Roger, and James, for instance—and when we see these timbers joined together and see they exactly make the frame of a house or a mill, all the tenons and mortises exactly fitting, and all the lengths and proportions of the different pieces exactly adapted to their respective places, and not a piece too many or too few, not omitting even scaffolding, or, if a single piece be lacking, we see the place in the frame exactly fitted and prepared yet to bring such piece in—in such a case, we find it impossible not to believe that Stephen and Franklin and Roger and James all understood one another from the beginning, and all worked upon a common plan or draft drawn up before the first blow was struck.

Source: Alonzo T. Jones, ed., Political Speeches and Debates of Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas, 1854–1861 (Battle Creek, MI: International Tract Society, 1895), 52–74.

14. Stephen A. Douglas: Freeport Doctrine (August 27, 1858)

Introduction

Stephen A. Douglas was one of the founders of the Democratic Party. In 1854 he proposed a law to form two new territories, Kansas and Nebraska, that became known as the Kansas-Nebraska Act. It proved one of the most divisive and important events that drove the nation to war. Douglas is best remembered for his part in the 1858 debates with Abraham Lincoln when Lincoln opposed Douglas’s reelection. On August 27, 1858, the two rivals for the U.S. Senate met for the second of seven debates in Freeport, Illinois. Slavery and the extension of slavery into new territories were core issues during the debates. In what became known as the Freeport Doctrine, Douglas articulated a position based on popular sovereignty, namely that people in a territory have the right to decide for themselves whether they want their territory to have slavery. At the time, Douglas hoped that the Freeport Doctrine offered a moderate stance between the abolitionists and ardent proslavery faction. In fact, both factions rejected it. Although Douglas defeated Lincoln in the Senate election, his doctrine cost him necessary support to secure the Democratic Party nomination for president in 1860. Instead, the Democratic Party splintered into two factions, thereby enabling Lincoln’s election as U.S. president.
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[Mr. Douglas replying to Mr. Lincoln]

The next question propounded to me by Mr. Lincoln is, Can the people of a Territory in any lawful way, against the wishes of any citizen of the United States, exclude slavery from their limits prior to the formation of a State constitution? I answer emphatically, as Mr. Lincoln has heard me answer a hundred times from every stump in Illinois, that, in my opinion, the people of a Territory can, by lawful means, exclude slavery from their limits prior to the formation of a State Constitution. Mr. Lincoln knew that I had answered that question over and over again. He heard me argue the Nebraska Bill on that principle all over the State in 1854, in 1855, and in 1856, and he has no excuse for pretending to be in doubt as to my position on that question. It matters not what way the Supreme Court may hereafter decide as to the abstract question whether slavery may or may not go into a Territory under the Constitution, the people have lawful means to introduce it or exclude it as they please, for the reason that slavery cannot exist a day or an hour anywhere, unless it is supported by local police regulations. Those police regulations can only be established by the local legislature, and if the people are opposed to slavery they will elect representatives to that body who will by unfriendly legislation effectually prevent the introduction of it into their midst. If, on the contrary, they are for it, their legislation will favor its extension. Hence, no matter what the decision of the Supreme Court may be on that abstract question, still the right of the people to make a Slave Territory or a Free Territory is perfect and complete under the Nebraska Bill. I hope Mr. Lincoln deems my answer satisfactory on that point.

Source: “Second Joint Debate at Freeport: Mr. Douglas’s Speech, August 27, 1858.” In Political Debates between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas (Cleveland: Burrow Bros., 1897).

15. John Brown: Final Address to the Court (November 2, 1859)

Introduction

Late in 1857, the militant abolitionist John Brown began planning for an invasion of the South to free the slaves. His plan was to make a dramatic action that would encourage slaves to rush to join him. On the night of October 16, 1859, Brown led a small force on a mission to capture the U.S. armory at Harpers Ferry, Virginia. Although his raiders seized and held one building, the plan proved terribly naive when slaves failed to rally to his standard and local militia blocked his escape. The next day a company of U.S. marines, led by Robert E. Lee, assaulted Brown’s force, killing 10 of its members and capturing Brown. Brown was put on trial for treason. This document contains Brown’s address to the Virginia court. As his words convey, Brown saw himself as a martyr doing God’s work. The court was unmoved and sentenced Brown to death. His hanging took place on December 2, 1859. Brown’s raid and subsequent execution helped polarize the nation. Southerners condemned Brown’s actions, while abolitionists in the North hailed him as a hero.
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ADDRESS OF JOHN BROWN

To the Virginia Court, when about to receive the

SENTENCE OF DEATH,

For his heroic attempt at Harper’s Ferry, to

Give deliverance to the captives, and to let the oppressed go free.

[Mr. Brown, upon inquiry whether he had anything to say why sentence should not be pronounced upon him, in a clear, distinct voice, replied.]

I have, may it please the Court, a few words to say.

In the first place, I deny every thing but what I have already admitted, of a design on my part to free Slaves. I intended, certainly, to have made a clean thing of that matter, as I did last winter, when I went into Missouri, and there took Slaves, without the snapping of a gun on either side, moving them through the country, and finally leaving them in Canada. I desired to have done the same thing again, on a much larger scale. That was all I intended. I never did intend murder, or treason, or the destruction of property, or to excite or incite Slaves to rebellion, or to make insurrection.

I have another objection, and that is, that it is unjust that I should suffer such a penalty. Had I interfered in the manner, and which I admit has been fairly proved,—for I admire the truthfulness and candor of the greater portion of the witnesses who have testified in this case,—had I so interfered in behalf of the Rich, the Powerful, the Intelligent, the so-called Great, or in behalf of any of their friends, either father, mother, brother, sister, wife, or children, or any of that class, and suffered and sacrificed what I have in this interference, it would have been all right. Every man in this Court would have deemed it an act worthy a reward, rather than a punishment.

This Court acknowledges too, as I suppose, the validity of the law of God. I see a book kissed, which I suppose to be the Bible, or at least the New Testament, which teaches me that, “All things whatsoever I would that men should do to me, I should do even so to them.” It teaches me further, to “Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them.” I endeavored to act up to that instruction. I say I am yet too young to understand that God is any respecter of persons. I believe that to have interfered as I have done, as I have always freely admitted I have done, in behalf of his despised poor, I have done no wrong, but right. Now, if it is deemed necessary that I should forfeit my life, for the furtherance of the ends of justice, and mingle my blood further with the blood of my children, and with the blood of millions in this Slave country, whose rights are disregarded by wicked, cruel, and unjust enactments,—I say, LET IT BE DONE.

Let me say one word further: I feel entirely satisfied with the treatment I have received on my trial. Considering all the circumstances, it has been more generous than I expected; but I feel no consciousness of guilt. I have stated from the first what was my intention, and what was not. I never had any design against the liberty of any person, nor any disposition to commit treason, or excite Slaves to rebel, or make any general insurrection. I never encouraged any man to do so, but always discouraged any idea of that kind.

Let me say something, also, in regard to the statements made by some of those who were connected with me. I here [sic] that it has been stated by some of them, that I have induced them to join me; but the contrary is true. I do not say this to injure them, but as regarding their weakness. Not one but joined me of his own accord, and the greater part at their own expense. A number of them I never saw and never had a word of conversation with, till the day they came to me, and that was for the purpose I have stated. Now I have done.

John Brown

Source: Address of John Brown to the Virginia Court, When about to Receive the Sentence of Death, for His Heroic Attempt at Harper’s Ferry to Give Deliverance to the Captives, and to Let the Oppressed Go Free … Boston. Printed by C. C. Mead, 91 Washin. Library of Congress, Rare Book and Special Collections Division.

16. Constitutional Union Party Platform (1860)

Introduction

After 40 years of political compromise between North and South, the election of 1860 produced a final crisis. Four presidential candidates represented competing visions of the nation’s future. The Democratic Party split into two factions, led by John C. Breckinridge and Steven A. Douglas. The Republican Party nominated Abraham Lincoln. John Bell of Tennessee represented a new party called the Constitutional Union Party. This party took no stand at all on slavery and other major issues. Instead, as the party’s platform shows, the Constitutional Union Party pledged to “recognise no political principle other than THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNTRY, THE UNION OF THE STATES, AND THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAWS.” In the election of 1860, the Constitutional Union Party garnered only 39 electoral votes (out of a possible 303). However, the party notably won three politically divided states: Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee. During the Civil War, Virginia and Tennessee joined the Confederacy, while Kentucky tried to remain neutral. The Constitutional Union Party dissolved shortly after the election.
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Whereas, Experience has demonstrated that Platforms adopted by the partisan conventions of the country have had the effect to mislead and deceive the people, and at the same time to widen the political divisions of the country, by the creation and encouragement of geographical and sectional parties; therefore,

Resolved, That it is both the part of patriotism and of duty to recognise no political principle other than THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNTRY, THE UNION OF THE STATES, AND THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAWS, and that as representatives of the Constitutional Union men of the country in National Convention assembled, we hereby pledge ourselves to maintain, protect, and defend, separately and unitedly, these great principles of public liberty and national safety, against all enemies at home and abroad, believing that thereby peace may once more be restored to the country, the rights of the People and of the States reestablished, and the Government again placed in that condition, of justice, fraternity and equality, which under the example and Constitution of our fathers, has solemnly bound every citizen of the United States to maintain a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.

Source: Horace Greeley and John F. Cleveland, A Political Text-Book for 1860 (New York: Tribune Association, 1860), 29.

17. Daniel Decatur Emmett: “Dixie” (1860)

Introduction

Daniel D. Emmett was a violin and banjo player who performed in minstrel shows in Virginia, Massachusetts, and New York. In 1859 he composed a song that would later be published under the title “I Wish I Was in Dixie’s Land.” He first sang the song in New York, and it was an immediate popular success. The South quickly adopted the tune as an anthem to celebrate the Southern way of life. The tune was performed as a march arrangement on February 18, 1861, at Jefferson Davis’s inauguration as president of the Confederacy in Montgomery, Alabama. During the Civil War, military bands often played the catchy march arrangement. The following is the text as written by Emmett, featuring words in the dialect associated with minstrel shows.
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I wish I was in de land ob cotton;

Old times dar am not forgotten;

Look away! Look away!

Look away! Dixie Land.

In Dixie Land whar I was born in

Early on a frosty mornin’,

Look away! Look away!

Look away! Dixie Land.

[Chorus] Den I wish I was in Dixie,

Hooray! Hooray!

In Dixie Land I’ll take my stand

To lib and die in Dixie,

Away, away, away down south in Dixie.

Away, away, away down south in Dixie.

Ole missus marry “Will de Weaber,”

William was a gay deceiber;

Look away! Look away!

Look away! Dixie Land.

But when he put his arm around ’er,

He smiled as fierce as a forty pounder,

Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land.

His face was sharp as a butcher’s cleaber,

But dat did not seem to greab ’er;

Look away, etc.

Ole missus acted de foolish part,

And died for a man dat broke her heart,

Look away, etc.

Now here’s a health to the next old Missus,

An’ all de gals dat want to kiss us;

Look away, etc.

But if you want to drive ’way sorrow,

Come and hear dis song tomorrow,

Look away, etc.

Dar’s buck-wheat cakes and Ingen’ batter,

Makes you fat or a little fatter;

Look away, etc.

Den hoe it down an’ scratch your grabble,

To Dixie’s Land I’m bound to trabble,

Look away, etc.

Source: Daniel Decatur Emmett, “Dixie’s Land” (New York: Firth, Pond, & Co., 1860).

18. South Carolina Ordinance of Secession (December 20, 1860)

Introduction

The November 1860 election of Republican Abraham Lincoln as president of the United States demonstrated that Southern states had lost political influence over national affairs. As a result, South Carolina called a special state convention. On December 20, 1860, the convention unanimously passed this ordinance of secession. The document repudiated the U.S. Constitution and dissolved the union among the states, thus severing South Carolina’s ties to the United States. Four days later, South Carolina issued a declaration in which it justified its secession, asserted that the Constitution guaranteed the right of states to self-government, and argued that the federal government was illegally interfering in the institution of slavery. South Carolina was the first state to secede from the Union and the site of the first shots fired in the Civil War, on April 12, 1861, at Fort Sumter. Ten other Southern states seceded between January and June 1861: Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, Virginia, Arkansas, North Carolina, and Tennessee. The first six of these states met in Montgomery, Alabama, and formed the Confederate States of America in February 1861.
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We, the people of the State of South Carolina, in Convention assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and ordained, that the ordinance adopted by us in Convention, on the 23d day of May, in the year of our Lord 1788, whereby the Constitution of the United States of America was ratified, and also all Acts and parts of Acts of the General Assembly of this State ratifying the amendments of the said Constitution, are hereby repealed, and that the union now subsisting between South Carolina and other States under the name of the United States of America is hereby dissolved.

Source: Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union (Charleston: Evans & Cogswell, 1860).

19. Varina Davis: Jefferson Davis: Ex-President of the Confederate States of America (Published 1890) [Excerpt]

Introduction

Meeting in Montgomery, Alabama, delegates from Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, and Louisiana formed the Confederate States of America on February 8, 1861, and adopted a provisional constitution based on the U.S. Constitution. The following day they elected Jefferson Davis (1808–1889)—who was at home at his plantation in Mississippi at the time—to a six-year term as president of the new nation. A West Point graduate, Davis had served in the frontier army, became a planter in Mississippi, was elected to the U.S. Congress, and resigned from Congress to serve in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), where he was wounded. He was elected U.S. senator for Mississippi and then appointed U.S. secretary of war in 1853. He performed capably in all of these roles. Davis left U.S. government service when Mississippi seceded from the Union. He had expected to serve the Confederate cause as commander of his state militia. In this excerpt from her memoir, Davis’s wife, Varina, describes his dismay at receiving the telegram calling him to Montgomery to assume the presidency. He never returned to his home. Varina Davis lived with her husband in Richmond. After the Confederacy’s fall while Jefferson Davis was in prison, Varina feared for the well-being of her children and sent her oldest children to Canada. Meanwhile, she worked to publicize her husband’s plight, an effort that contributed to his release. The couple experienced marital difficulties and spent much time apart. After Jefferson Davis’s death, Varina wrote her memoirs. Although proslavery and in favor of states’ rights until the end of the war, afterward she changed her mind and declared publicly that “the right side” had triumphed.
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The messenger with the notification that Mr. Davis had been elected President, and Alexander H. Stephens Vice-president, of the Confederate States, found him in our garden assisting to make rose-cuttings; when reading the telegram he looked so grieved that I feared some evil had befallen our family. After a few minutes’ painful silence he told me, as a man might speak of a sentence of death. As he neither desired nor expected the position, he was more deeply depressed than before. He assembled his negroes and made them an affectionate farewell speech, to which they responded with expressions of devotion, and he left home next day for Montgomery.

Source: Varina Davis, Jefferson Davis: Ex-President of the Confederate States of America, Vol. 2 (New York: Belford Co., 1890), 18–19.

20. Jefferson Davis: Inaugural Address (February 18, 1861)

Introduction

Meeting in Montgomery, Alabama, delegates from Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, and Louisiana formed the Confederate States of America on February 8, 1861, and adopted a provisional constitution based on the U.S. Constitution. The following day they elected Jefferson Davis (1808–1889)—who was at home in Mississippi at the time—to a six-year term as president of the new nation. A West Point graduate, Davis had served in the frontier army, became a planter in Mississippi, was elected to the U.S. Congress, and resigned from Congress to serve in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848), where he was wounded. He was elected as a U.S. senator and then was appointed U.S. secretary of war in 1853. He performed capably in all of these roles. Davis left U.S. government service when Mississippi seceded from the Union. Elected as president of the Confederate States of America, Davis delivered this speech, his one and only inaugural address, on February 18, 1861. In it he expressed hope for peace but called for the establishment of an army and a navy to protect the new nation from Northern aggression.
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Gentlemen of the Congress of the Confederate States of America, Friends, and Fellow-citizens:

Called to the difficult and responsible station of Chief Magistrate of the Provisional Government which you have instituted, I approach the discharge of the duties assigned to me with humble distrust of my abilities, but with a sustaining confidence in the wisdom of those who are to guide and aid me in the administration of public affairs, and an abiding faith in the virtue and patriotism of the people. Looking forward to the speedy establishment of a permanent government to take the place of this, which by its greater moral and physical power will be better able to combat with many difficulties that arise from the conflicting interests of separate nations, I enter upon the duties of the office to which I have been chosen with the hope that the beginning of our career, as a Confederacy, may not be obstructed by hostile opposition to our enjoyment of the separate existence and independence we have asserted, and which, with the blessing of Providence, we intend to maintain.

Our present political position has been achieved in a manner unprecedented in the history of nations. It illustrates the American idea that governments rest on the consent of the governed, and that it is the right of the people to alter or abolish them at will whenever they become destructive of the ends for which they were established. The declared purpose of the compact of the Union from which we have withdrawn was to “establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity;” and when, in the judgment of the sovereign States composing this Confederacy, it has been perverted from the purposes for which it was ordained, and ceased to answer the ends for which it was established, a peaceful appeal to the ballot box declared that, so far as they are concerned, the Government created by that compact should cease to exist. In this they merely asserted the right which the Declaration of Independence of July 4, 1776, defined to be “inalienable.” Of the time and occasion of its exercise they as sovereigns were the final judges, each for itself. The impartial and enlightened verdict of mankind will vindicate the rectitude of our conduct; and He who knows the hearts of men will judge of the sincerity with which we have labored to preserve the Government of our fathers in its spirit.

The right solemnly proclaimed at the birth of the United States, and which has been solemnly affirmed and reaffirmed in the Bills of Rights of the States subsequently admitted into the Union of 1789, undeniably recognizes in the people the power to resume the authority delegated for the purposes of government. Thus the sovereign States here represented have proceeded to form this Confederacy; and it is by abuse of language that their act has been denominated a revolution. They formed a new alliance, but within each State its government has remained; so that the rights of person and property have not been disturbed. The agent through which they communicated with foreign nations is changed, but this does not necessarily interrupt their international relations. Sustained by the consciousness that the transition from the former Union to the present Confederacy has not proceeded from a disregard on our part of just obligations, or any failure to perform every constitutional duty, moved by no interest or passion to invade the rights of others, anxious to cultivate peace and commerce with all nations, if we may not hope to avoid war, we may at least expect that posterity will acquit us of having needlessly engaged in it. Doubly justified by the absence of wrong on our part, and by wanton aggression on the part of others, there can be no cause to doubt that the courage and patriotism of the people of the Confederate States will be found equal to any measure of defense which their honor and security may require. An agricultural people, whose chief interest is the export of commodities required in every manufacturing country, our true policy is peace, and the freest trade which our necessities will permit. It is alike our interest and that of all those to whom we would sell, and from whom we would buy, that there should be the fewest practicable restrictions upon the interchange of these commodities. There can, however, be but little rivalry between ours and any manufacturing or navigating community, such as the Northeastern States of the American Union. It must follow, therefore, that mutual interest will invite to good will and kind offices on both parts. If, however, passion or lust of dominion should cloud the judgment or inflame the ambition of those States, we must prepare to meet the emergency and maintain, by the final arbitrament of the sword, the position which we have assumed among the nations of the earth.

We have entered upon the career of independence, and it must be inflexibly pursued. Through many years of controversy with our late associates of the Northern States, we have vainly endeavored to secure tranquillity and obtain respect for the rights to which we were entitled. As a necessity, not a choice, we have resorted to the remedy of separation, and henceforth our energies must be directed to the conduct of our own affairs, and the perpetuity of the Confederacy which we have formed. If a just perception of mutual interest shall permit us peaceably to pursue our separate political career, my most earnest desire will have been fulfilled. But if this be denied to us, and the integrity of our territory and jurisdiction be assailed, it will but remain for us with firm resolve to appeal to arms and invoke the blessing of Providence on a just cause.

As a consequence of our new condition and relations, and with a vicar to meet anticipated wants, it will be necessary to provide for the speedy and efficient organization of branches of the Executive department having special charge of foreign intercourse, finance, military affairs, and the postal service. For purposes of defense, the Confederate States may, under ordinary circumstances, rely mainly upon the militia; but it is deemed advisable, in the present condition of affairs, that there should be a well-instructed and disciplined army, more numerous than would usually be required on a peace establishment. I also suggest that, for the protection of our harbors and commerce on the high seas, a navy adapted to those objects will be required. But this, as well as other subjects appropriate to our necessities, have doubtless engaged the attention of Congress.

With a Constitution differing only from that of our fathers in so far as it is explanatory of their well-known intent, freed from sectional conflicts, which have interfered with the pursuit of the general welfare, it is not unreasonable to expect that States from which we have recently parted may seek to unite their fortunes to ours under the Government which we have instituted. For this your Constitution makes adequate provision; but beyond this, if I mistake not the judgment and will of the people, a reunion with the States from which we have separated is neither practicable nor desirable. To increase the power, develop the resources, and promote the happiness of the Confederacy, it is requisite that there should be so much of homogeneity that the welfare of every portion shall be the aim of the whole. When this does not exist, antagonisms are engendered which must and should result in separation.

Actuated solely by the desire to preserve our own rights, and promote our own welfare, the separation by the Confederate States has been marked by no aggression upon others, and followed by no domestic convulsion. Our industrial pursuits have received no check, the cultivation of our fields has progressed as heretofore, and, even should we be involved in war, there would be no considerable diminution in the production of the staples which have constituted our exports, and in which the commercial world has an interest scarcely less than our own. This common interest of the producer and consumer can only be interrupted by exterior force which would obstruct the transmission of our staples to foreign markets—a course of conduct which would be as unjust, as it would be detrimental, to manufacturing and commercial interests abroad.

Should reason guide the action of the Government from which we have separated, a policy so detrimental to the civilized world, the Northern States included, could not be dictated by even the strongest desire to inflict injury upon us; but, if the contrary should prove true, a terrible responsibility will rest upon it, and the suffering of millions will bear testimony to the folly and wickedness of our aggressors. In the meantime there will remain to us, besides the ordinary means before suggested, the well-known resources for retaliation upon the commerce of an enemy.

Experience in public stations of subordinate grade to this care and disappointment are the price of official elevation. You will see many errors to forgive, many deficiencies to tolerate; but you shall not find in me either want of zeal or fidelity to the cause that is to me the highest in hope, and of most enduring affection. Your generosity has bestowed upon me an undeserved distinction, one which I neither sought nor desired. Upon the continuance of that sentiment, and upon your wisdom and patriotism, I rely to direct and support me in the performance of the duties required at my hands.

We have changed the constituent parts, but not the system of government. The Constitution framed by our fathers is that of these Confederate States. In their exposition of it, and in the judicial construction it has received, we have a light which reveals its true meaning.

Thus instructed as to the true meaning and just interpretation of that instrument, and ever remembering that all offices are but trusts held for the people, and that powers delegated are to be strictly construed, I will hope by due diligence in the performance of my duties, though I may disappoint your expectations, yet to retain, when retiring, something of the good will and confidence which welcome my entrance into office.

It is joyous in the midst of perilous times to look around upon a people united in heart, where one purpose of high resolve animates and actuates the whole; where the sacrifices to be made are not weighed in the balance against honor and right and liberty and equality. Obstacles may retard, but they cannot long prevent, the progress of a movement sanctified by its justice and sustained by a virtuous people. Reverently let us invoke the God of our fathers to guide and protect us in our efforts to perpetuate the principles which by his blessing they were able to vindicate, establish, and transmit to their posterity. With the continuance of his favor ever gratefully acknowledged, we may hopefully look forward to success, to peace, and to prosperity.

Source: James D. Richardson, A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Confederacy, Including the Diplomatic Correspondence, 1861–1865 (Nashville: United States Publishing Company, 1905).

21. Editorial: “The Declaration of War,” Richmond Enquirer (March 5, 1861)

Introduction

President Abraham Lincoln became president of the United States on March 4, 1861. At this time, Virginia was still in the Union. On March 5 the Richmond Enquirer published the following editorial outlining Virginia’s choices. The newspaper urged the state to join the Confederacy. During the presidential election of 1860, a majority of voters had supported John Bell and his Constitutional Union Party. They were not in favor of secession. Back on February 13, 1861, even though most voters did not support Lincoln, delegates to the Virginia Secession Convention voted to remain in the Union. Then on April 15, 1861, Lincoln, acting in his capacity as commander in chief, issued a proclamation calling 75,000 militiamen into national service to put down the rebellion. Virginia was supposed to contribute manpower for this effort. As the language of the Richmond Enquirer’s editorial suggests, there was little likelihood that Virginians would fight against fellow Southerners. The delegates met a second time, and on April 17 Virginia seceded from the Union. The Confederate capital relocated from Montgomery, Alabama, to Richmond. Subsequently, pro-Union people in western Virginia seceded from Virginia, thereby forming the state of West Virginia. Throughout the war, Southern newspapers provided a vital public source of information about the conflict. They also were sharply partisan. When the war began, Richmond had four daily papers. The Richmond Enquirer proved strongly supportive of Confederate president Jefferson Davis and his administration, while its biggest rival, the Richmond Examiner, became Davis’s most vocal critic.

Primary Source

Mr. Lincoln’s Inaugural Address is before our readers—couched in the cool, unimpassioned, deliberate language of the fanatic, with the purpose of pursuing the promptings of fanaticism even to the dismemberment of the Government with the horrors of civil war. Virginia has long looked for and promised peace offering before her—and she has more, she has the denial of all hope of peace. Civil war must now come. Sectional war, declared by Mr. Lincoln, awaits only this signal gun from the insulted Southern Confederacy, to light its horrid fires all along the borders of Virginia. No action of our Convention can now maintain the peace. She must fight! The liberty of choice is yet hers. She may march to the contest with her sister States of the South, or she must march to the conflict against them. There is left no middle course; There is left no peace; we must settle the conflict, and the God of battle give victory to the right!

We must be invaded by Davis or by Lincoln. The former can rally fifty thousand of the best and bravest sons of Virginia, who will rush with willing hearts and ready hands to the standard that protects the rights and defends the honor of the South—for every traitor heart that offers aid to Lincoln there will be many, many who will glory in the opportunity to avenge the treason by a sharp and certain death. Let not Virginians be arrayed against each other, and since we cannot avoid war, let us determine that together, as people of the same State, we will defend each other, and preserve the soil of the State from the polluting foot of the Black Republican invader.

The question, “where shall Virginia go?” is answered by Mr. Lincoln. She must go to war—and she must decide with whom she wars—whether with those who have suffered her wrongs, or with those who have inflicted her injuries.

Our ultimate destruction pales before the present emergency. To war! to arms! is now the cry, and when peace is declared, if ever, in our day, Virginia may decide where she will finally rest. But for the present she has no choice left; war with Lincoln or with Davis is the choice left us. Read the inaugural carefully, and then let every reader demand of his delegate in the Convention the prompt measures of defense which it is now apparent we must make.

Source: “The Declaration of War,” Richmond Enquirer, March 5, 1861.

22. Confederate Constitution (March 11, 1861)

Introduction

On February 4, 1861, delegates from the seven Southern states that had seceded—South Carolina, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas—met in Montgomery, Alabama. They drafted a constitution and during early March debated its structure. On March 11, 1861, delegates unanimously adopted the document that provided the framework for the Confederate States of America. The delegates saw themselves as the true heirs of the nation’s original Founding Fathers. Deeply conservative, they closely modeled their constitution on the U.S. Constitution. The Confederate Constitution differed notably because of its explicit recognition of slavery and state sovereignty, its establishment of a single six-year presidential term, and its inclusion of a line-item veto for the executive. Subsequently when Arkansas, Tennessee, Virginia, and North Carolina joined the Confederacy, they too adopted the new constitution.

Primary Source

We, the people of the Confederate States, each State acting in its sovereign and independent character, in order to form a permanent federal government, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity—invoking the favor and guidance of Almighty God—do ordain and establish this Constitution for the Confederate States of America.

ARTICLE I.

Section 1. All legislative powers herein delegated shall be vested in a Congress of the Confederate States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of members chosen every second year by the people of the several States; and the electors in each State shall be citizens of the Confederate States, and have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the State Legislature; but no person of foreign birth, not a citizen of the Confederate States, shall be allowed to vote for any officer, civil or political, State or Federal.

No person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained the age of twenty-five years, and be a citizen of the Confederate States, and who shall not when elected, be an inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.

Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several States, which may be included within this Confederacy, according to their respective numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, including those bound to service for a term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all slaves. The actual enumeration shall be made within three years after the first meeting of the Congress of the Confederate States, and within every subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they shall by law direct. The number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every fifty thousand, but each State shall have at least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of South Carolina shall be entitled to choose six; the State of Georgia ten; the State of Alabama nine; the State of Florida two; the State of Mississippi seven; the State of Louisiana six; and the State of Texas six.

When vacancies happen in the representation from any State the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall choose their Speaker and other officers; and shall have the sole power of impeachment; except that any judicial or other Federal officer, resident and acting solely within the limits of any State, may be impeached by a vote of two-thirds of both branches of the Legislature thereof.

Section 3. The Senate of the Confederate States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen for six years by the Legislature thereof, at the regular session next immediately preceding the commencement of the term of service; and each Senator shall have one vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled, in consequence of the first election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three classes. The seats of the Senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the second year; of the second class at the expiration of the fourth year; and of the third class at the expiration of the sixth year; so that one-third may be chosen every second year; and if vacancies happen by resignation, or other wise, during the recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary appointments until the next meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such vacancies.

No person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained the age of thirty years, and be a citizen of the Confederate States; and who shall not, then elected, be an inhabitant of the State for which he shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the Confederate States shall be president of the Senate, but shall have no vote unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall choose their other officers; and also a president pro tempore in the absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the office of President of the Confederate states.

The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath or affirmation. When the President of the Confederate States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside; and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members present.

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust, or profit under the Confederate States; but the party convicted shall, nevertheless, be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment, and punishment according to law.

Section 4. The times, places, and manner of holding elections for Senators and Representatives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof, subject to the provisions of this Constitution; but the Congress may, at any time, by law, make or alter such regulations, except as to the times and places of choosing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year; and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall, by law, appoint a different day.

Section 5. Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner and under such penalties as each House may provide.

Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds of the whole number, expel a member.

Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, excepting such parts as may in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the members of either House, on any question, shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the journal.

Neither House, during the session of Congress, shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.

Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a compensation for their services, to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the Treasury of the Confederate States. They shall, in all cases, except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at the session of their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any speech or debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other place. No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office under the authority of the Confederate States, which shall have been created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been increased during such time; and no person holding any office under the Confederate States shall be a member of either House during his continuance in office. But Congress may, by law, grant to the principal officer in each of the Executive Departments a seat upon the floor of either House, with the privilege of discussing any measures appertaining to his department.

Section 7. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with amendments, as on other bills.

Every bill which shall have passed both Houses, shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the President of the Confederate States; if he approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that House shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that House, it shall become a law. But in all such cases, the votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each House respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the President within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law, in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress, by their adjournment, prevent its return; in which case it shall not be a law. The President may approve any appropriation and disapprove any other appropriation in the same bill. In such case he shall, in signing the bill, designate the appropriations disapproved; and shall return a copy of such appropriations, with his objections, to the House in which the bill shall have originated; and the same proceedings shall then be had as in case of other bills disapproved by the President.

Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the concurrence of both Houses may be necessary (except on a question of adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the Confederate States; and before the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him; or, being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds of both Houses, according to the rules and limitations prescribed in case of a bill.

Section 8. The Congress shall have power

To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises for revenue, necessary to pay the debts, provide for the common defense, and carry on the Government of the Confederate States; but no bounties shall be granted from the Treasury; nor shall any duties or taxes on importations from foreign nations be laid to promote or foster any branch of industry; and all duties, imposts, and excises shall be uniform throughout the Confederate States.

To borrow money on the credit of the Confederate States.

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian tribes; but neither this, nor any other clause contained in the Constitution, shall ever be construed to delegate the power to Congress to appropriate money for any internal improvement intended to facilitate commerce; except for the purpose of furnishing lights, beacons, and buoys, and other aids to navigation upon the coasts, and the improvement of harbors and the removing of obstructions in river navigation; in all which cases such duties shall be laid on the navigation facilitated thereby as may be necessary to pay the costs and expenses thereof.

To establish uniform laws of naturalization, and uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies, throughout the Confederate States; but no law of Congress shall discharge any debt contracted before the passage of the same.

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures.

To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current coin of the Confederate States.

To establish post offices and post routes; but the expenses of the Post Office Department, after the 1st day of March in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and sixty-three, shall be paid out of its own revenues.

To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries.

To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court.

To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on the high seas, and offenses against the law of nations.

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make rules concerning captures on land and water.

To raise and support armies; but no appropriation of money to that use shall be for a longer term than two years.

To provide and maintain a navy.

To make rules for the government and regulation of the land and naval forces.

To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Confederate States, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions.

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, and for governing such part of them as may be employed in the service of the Confederate States; reserving to the States, respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the authority of training the militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress.

To exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases whatsoever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of one or more States and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of the Government of the Confederate States; and to exercise like authority over all places purchased by the consent of the Legislature of the State in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dockyards, and other needful buildings; and

To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the Confederate States, or in any department or officer thereof.

Section 9. The importation of negroes of the African race from any foreign country other than the slaveholding States or Territories of the United States of America, is hereby forbidden; and Congress is required to pass such laws as shall effectually prevent the same.

Congress shall also have power to prohibit the introduction of slaves from any State not a member of, or Territory not belonging to, this Confederacy.

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it.

No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law denying or impairing the right of property in negro slaves shall be passed.

No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to the census or enumeration hereinbefore directed to be taken.

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any State, except by a vote of two-thirds of both Houses.

No preference shall be given by any regulation of commerce or revenue to the ports of one State over those of another.

No money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in consequence of appropriations made by law; and a regular statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be published from time to time.

Congress shall appropriate no money from the Treasury except by a vote of two-thirds of both Houses, taken by yeas and nays, unless it be asked and estimated for by some one of the heads of departments and submitted to Congress by the President; or for the purpose of paying its own expenses and contingencies; or for the payment of claims against the Confederate States, the justice of which shall have been judicially declared by a tribunal for the investigation of claims against the Government, which it is hereby made the duty of Congress to establish.

All bills appropriating money shall specify in Federal currency the exact amount of each appropriation and the purposes for which it is made; and Congress shall grant no extra compensation to any public contractor, officer, agent, or servant, after such contract shall have been made or such service rendered.

No title of nobility shall be granted by the Confederate States; and no person holding any office of profit or trust under them shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept of any present, emolument, office, or title of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state.

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

A well-regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.

No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house without the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrants shall issue but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched and the persons or things to be seized.

No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor be compelled, in any criminal case, to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense.

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved; and no fact so tried by a jury shall be otherwise reexamined in any court of the Confederacy, than according to the rules of common law.

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Every law, or resolution having the force of law, shall relate to but one subject, and that shall be expressed in the title.

Section 10. No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation; grant letters of marque and reprisal; coin money; make anything but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any bill of attainder, or ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts; or grant any title of nobility.

No State shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws; and the net produce of all duties and imposts, laid by any State on imports, or exports, shall be for the use of the Treasury of the Confederate States; and all such laws shall be subject to the revision and control of Congress.

No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any duty on tonnage, except on seagoing vessels, for the improvement of its rivers and harbors navigated by the said vessels; but such duties shall not conflict with any treaties of the Confederate States with foreign nations; and any surplus revenue thus derived shall, after making such improvement, be paid into the common treasury. Nor shall any State keep troops or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another State, or with a foreign power, or engage in war, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not admit of delay. But when any river divides or flows through two or more States they may enter into compacts with each other to improve the navigation thereof.

ARTICLE II.

Section 1. The executive power shall be vested in a President of the Confederate States of America. He and the Vice President shall hold their offices for the term of six years; but the President shall not be reeligible. The President and Vice President shall be elected as follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a number of electors equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress; but no Senator or Representative or person holding an office of trust or profit under the Confederate States shall be appointed an elector.

The electors shall meet in their respective States and vote by ballot for President and Vice President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice President, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice President, and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit, sealed, to the seat of the Government of the Confederate States, directed to the President of the Senate; the President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted; the person having the greatest number of votes for President shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers, not exceeding three, on the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President the votes shall be taken by States—the representation from each State having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the States, and a majority of all the States shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a President, whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the 4th day of March next following, then the Vice President shall act as President, as in case of the death, or other constitutional disability of the President.

The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice President shall be the Vice President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed; and if no person have a majority, then, from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice.

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice President of the Confederate States. The Congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, and the day on which they shall give their votes; which day shall be the same throughout the Confederate States.

No person except a natural-born citizen of the Confederate States, or a citizen thereof at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, or a citizen thereof born in the United States prior to the 20th of December, 1860, shall be eligible to the office of President; neither shall any person be eligible to that office who shall not have attained the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen years a resident within the limits of the Confederate States, as they may exist at the time of his election.

In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers and duties of said office, the same shall devolve on the Vice President; and the Congress may, by law, provide for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what officer shall then act as President; and such officer shall act accordingly until the disability be removed or a President shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services a compensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the period for which he shall have been elected; and he shall not receive within that period any other emolument from the Confederate States, or any of them.

Before he enters on the execution of his office he shall take the following oath or affirmation: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of President of the Confederate States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution thereof.”

Section 2. The President shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the Confederate States, and of the militia of the several States, when called into the actual service of the Confederate States; he may require the opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the Executive Departments, upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices; and he shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for offenses against the Confederate States, except in cases of impeachment.

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to make treaties; provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate shall appoint, ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the Confederate States whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by law; but the Congress may, by law, vest the appointment of such inferior officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of departments.

The principal officer in each of the Executive Departments, and all persons connected with the diplomatic service, may be removed from office at the pleasure of the President. All other civil officers of the Executive Departments may be removed at any time by the President, or other appointing power, when their services are unnecessary, or for dishonesty, incapacity. inefficiency, misconduct, or neglect of duty; and when so removed, the removal shall be reported to the Senate, together with the reasons therefor.

The President shall have power to fill all vacancies that may happen during the recess of the Senate, by granting commissions which shall expire at the end of their next session; but no person rejected by the Senate shall be reappointed to the same office during their ensuing recess.

Section 3. The President shall, from time to time, give to the Congress information of the state of the Confederacy, and recommend to their consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them; and in case of disagreement between them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper; he shall receive ambassadors and other public ministers; he shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commission all the officers of the Confederate States.

Section 4. The President, Vice President, and all civil officers of the Confederate States, shall be removed from office on impeachment for and conviction of treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.

ARTICLE III.

Section 1. The judicial power of the Confederate States shall be vested in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress may, from time to time, ordain and establish. The judges, both of the Supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their offices during good behavior, and shall, at stated times, receive for their services a compensation which shall not be diminished during their continuance in office.

Section 2. The judicial power shall extend to all cases arising under this Constitution, the laws of the Confederate States, and treaties made, or which shall be made, under their authority; to all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls; to all cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to which the Confederate States shall be a party; to controversies between two or more States; between a State and citizens of another State, where the State is plaintiff; between citizens claiming lands under grants of different States; and between a State or the citizens thereof, and foreign states, citizens, or subjects; but no State shall be sued by a citizen or subject of any foreign state.

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, and those in which a State shall be a party, the Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction. In all the other cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction both as to law and fact, with such exceptions and under such regulations as the Congress shall make.

The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be by jury, and such trial shall be held in the State where the said crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed within any State, the trial shall be at such place or places as the Congress may by law have directed.

Section 3. Treason against the Confederate States shall consist only in levying war against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court.

The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment of treason; but no attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during the life of the person attainted.

ARTICLE IV.

Section 1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each State to the public acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every other State; and the Congress may, by general laws, prescribe the manner in which such acts, records, and proceedings shall be proved, and the effect thereof.

Section 2. The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of citizens in the several States; and shall have the right of transit and sojourn in any State of this Confederacy, with their slaves and other property; and the right of property in said slaves shall not be thereby impaired.

A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or other crime against the laws of such State, who shall flee from justice, and be found in another State, shall, on demand of the executive authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having jurisdiction of the crime.

No slave or other person held to service or labor in any State or Territory of the Confederate States, under the laws thereof, escaping or lawfully carried into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor; but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such slave belongs or to whom such service or labor may be due.

Section 3. Other States may be admitted into this Confederacy by a vote of two-thirds of the whole House of Representatives and two-thirds of the Senate, the Senate voting by States; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any other State, nor any State be formed by the junction of two or more States, or parts of States, without the consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned, as well as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all needful rules and regulations concerning the property of the Confederate States, including the lands thereof.

The Confederate States may acquire new territory; and Congress shall have power to legislate and provide governments for the inhabitants of all territory belonging to the Confederate States, lying without the limits of the several States; and may permit them, at such times, and in such manner as it may by law provide, to form States to be admitted into the Confederacy. In all such territory the institution of negro slavery, as it now exists in the Confederate States, shall be recognized and protected be Congress and by the Territorial government; and the inhabitants of the several Confederate States and Territories shall have the right to take to such Territory any slaves lawfully held by them in any of the States or Territories of the Confederate States.

The Confederate States shall guarantee to every State that now is, or hereafter may become, a member of this Confederacy, a republican form of government; and shall protect each of them against invasion; and on application of the Legislature [(]or of the Executive when the Legislature is not in session) against domestic violence.

ARTICLE V.

Section 1. Upon the demand of any three States, legally assembled in their several conventions, the Congress shall summon a convention of all the States, to take into consideration such amendments to the Constitution as the said States shall concur in suggesting at the time when the said demand is made; and should any of the proposed amendments to the Constitution be agreed on by the said convention—voting by States—and the same be ratified by the Legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, or by conventions in two-thirds thereof—as the one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by the general convention—they shall thenceforward form a part of this Constitution. But no State shall, without its consent, be deprived of its equal representation in the Senate.

ARTICLE VI.

The Government established by this Constitution is the successor of the Provisional Government of the Confederate States of America, and all the laws passed by the latter shall continue in force until the same shall be repealed or modified; and all the officers appointed by the same shall remain in office until their successors are appointed and qualified, or the offices abolished.

All debts contracted and engagements entered into before the adoption of this Constitution shall be as valid against the Confederate States under this Constitution, as under the Provisional Government.

This Constitution, and the laws of the Confederate States made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the Confederate States, shall be the supreme law of the land; and the judges in every State shall be bound thereby, anything in the constitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwithstanding.

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the members of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the Confederate States and of the several States, shall be bound by oath or affirmation to support this Constitution; but no religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or public trust under the Confederate States.

The enumeration, in the Constitution, of certain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people of the several States.

The powers not delegated to the Confederate States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States, respectively, or to the people thereof.

ARTICLE VII.

The ratification of the conventions of five States shall be sufficient for the establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the same.

When five States shall have ratified this Constitution, in the manner before specified, the Congress under the Provisional Constitution shall prescribe the time for holding the election of President and Vice President; and for the meeting of the Electoral College; and for counting the votes, and inaugurating the President. They shall, also, prescribe the time for holding the first election of members of Congress under this Constitution, and the time for assembling the same. Until the assembling of such Congress, the Congress under the Provisional Constitution shall continue to exercise the legislative powers granted them; not extending beyond the time limited by the Constitution of the Provisional Government.

Adopted unanimously by the Congress of the Confederate States of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, sitting in convention at the capitol, in the city of Montgomery, Ala., on the eleventh day of March, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-one.

HOWELL COBB, President of the Congress.

South Carolina: R. Barnwell Rhett, C. G. Memminger, Wm. Porcher Miles, James Chesnut, Jr., R. W. Barnwell, William W. Boyce, Lawrence M. Keitt, T. J. Withers.

Georgia: Francis S. Bartow, Martin J. Crawford, Benjamin H. Hill, Thos. R. R. Cobb.

Florida: Jackson Morton, J. Patton Anderson, Jas. B. Owens.

Alabama: Richard W. Walker, Robt. H. Smith, Colin J. McRae, William P. Chilton, Stephen F. Hale, David P. Lewis, Tho. Fearn, Jno. Gill Shorter, J. L. M. Curry.

Mississippi: Alex. M. Clayton, James T. Harrison, William S. Barry, W. S. Wilson, Walker Brooke, W. P. Harris, J. A. P. Campbell.

Louisiana: Alex. de Clouet, C. M. Conrad, Duncan F. Kenner, Henry Marshall.

Texas: John Hemphill, Thomas N. Waul, John H. Reagan, Williamson S. Oldham, Louis T. Wigfall, John Gregg, William Beck Ochiltree.

Source: James D. Richardson, A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Confederacy, Including the Diplomatic Correspondence 1861–1865 (Nashville: United States Publishing Company, 1905).

23. Lincoln’s Cabinet Decision Regarding Resupply of Federal Forts (March 29, 1861)

Introduction

Following the election of Abraham Lincoln as President of the United States, on December 20, 1860, South Carolina delegates to a secession convention unanimously passed an ordinance of secession. Delegates from Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, and Louisiana joined South Carolina to form the Confederate States of America on February 8, 1861. During the spring of 1861, Lincoln and his cabinet wrestled with the issue of whether or not to resupply and hold federal fortifications within the Confederacy, even though the Confederacy had vowed to forcibly halt any such attempts. On March 29, 1861, Lincoln polled the members of his cabinet, asking each to state in writing his opinion as to whether or not to resupply Fort Sumter, located in the Charleston Harbor, and Fort Pickens, Florida, located in Pensacola Harbor. As the following three opinions demonstrate, his cabinet was divided. Eventually Lincoln ordered an effort to resupply the forts. As Secretary of State William H. Seward had predicted, this effort triggered war. On April 12, 1861, Confederate artillery opened fire on Fort Sumter, thereby beginning the Civil War.

Primary Source

Mr. Welles, Secretary of the Navy, wrote:

I concur in the proposition to send an armed force off Charleston with supplies of provisions and reinforcements for the garrison at Fort Sumter, and of communicating at the proper time the intentions of the government to provision the fort peaceably if unmolested. There is little probability that this will be permitted if the opposing forces can prevent it. An attempt to force in provisions without reinforcing the garrison at the same time might not be advisable; but armed resistance to a peaceable attempt to send provisions to one of our own forts will justify the government in using all the power at its command to reinforce the garrison and furnish the necessary supplies.

Fort Pickens and other places retained should be strengthened by additional troops, and, if possible, made impregnable.

The naval force in the gulf and on the southern coast should be increased. Accounts are published that vessels having on board marketable products for the crews of the squadron at Pensacola are seized—the inhabitants we know are prohibited from furnishing the ships with provisions or water; and the time has arrived when it is the duty of the government to assert and maintain its authority.

Mr. Seward, Secretary of State, wrote:

First. The dispatch of an expedition to supply or reinforce Sumter would provoke an attack, and so involve a war at that point.

The fact of preparation for such an expedition would inevitably transpire, and would therefore precipitate the war, and probably defeat the object. I do not think it wise to provoke a civil war beginning at Charleston, and in rescue of an untenable position.

Therefore I advise against the expedition in every view.

Second. I would call in Captain M. C. Meigs forthwith. Aided by his counsel, I would at once, and at every cost, prepare for a war at Pensacola and Texas: to be taken, however, only as a consequence of maintaining the possessions and authority of the United States.

Third. I would instruct Major Anderson to retire from Sumter forthwith.

Mr. Blair, Postmaster-General, wrote:

First. As regards General Scott, I have no confidence in his judgment on the questions of the day. His political views control his judgment, and his course as remarked on by the President shows that whilst no one will question his patriotism, the results are the same as if he was in fact traitorous.

Second. It is acknowledged to be possible to relieve Fort Sumter. It ought to be relieved without reference to Pickens or any other possession. South Carolina is the head and front of this rebellion, and when that State is safely delivered from the authority of the United States it will strike a blow against our authority from which it will take us years of bloody strife to recover.

Third. For my own part, I am unwilling to share in the responsibility of such a policy.

Source: John G. Nicolay and John Hay, eds., Abraham Lincoln: Complete Works, Vol. 1 (New York: Century, 1920), 26–27.

24. William H. Seward: Letter to Lincoln (April 1, 1861)

Introduction

During the spring of 1861, Lincoln and his cabinet wrestled with the issue of whether or not to resupply and hold federal fortifications within the Confederacy, even though the Confederacy had vowed to forcibly halt any such attempts. On March 29, 1861, Lincoln polled the members of his cabinet, asking each to state in writing his opinion as to whether or not to resupply Fort Sumter, located in Charleston Harbor, and Fort Pickens, located in Pensacola Harbor. His cabinet was divided. On March 28 Lincoln’s senior general, Lieutenant General Winfield Scott, recommended evacuating both forts. That evening Lincoln convened an emergency cabinet meeting to discuss what to do. Opinions again divided, with Secretary of State William H. Seward opposing the resupply of the forts. Nonetheless, Lincoln ordered the resupply effort. Seward believed that this policy was terribly misguided. On April 1 he wrote the following extraordinary proposal to Lincoln in which, among various assertions, he strongly hinted that he should take control of important decision making. Lincoln neither wanted to lose Seward’s services nor humiliate him. Accordingly, Lincoln handled the proposal by keeping it secret and replying with a written note that ignored Seward’s silly idea of issuing an ultimatum to Spain or France while firmly reinforcing the president’s power and ultimate responsibility for the conduct of national strategy. Chastened, for the next four years Seward loyally served Lincoln.

Primary Source

Some thoughts for the President’s consideration, April 1, 1861:

First. We are at the end of a month’s administration and yet without a policy, either domestic or foreign.

Second. This, however, is not culpable, and it has even been unavoidable. The presence of the Senate, with the need to meet applications for patronage, has prevented attention to other and more grave matters.

Third. But further delay to adopt and prosecute our policies for both domestic and foreign affairs would not only bring scandal on the administration but danger upon the country.

Fourth. To do this we must dismiss the applicants for office. But how? I suggest that we make the local appointments forthwith, leaving foreign or general ones for ulterior and occasional action.

Fifth. The policy at home. I am aware that my views are singular and perhaps not sufficiently explained. My system is built upon this idea as a ruling one, namely, that we must CHANGE THE QUESTION BEFORE THE PUBLIC FROM ONE UPON SLAVERY, OR ABOUT SLAVERY, for a question upon UNION OR DISUNION. In other words, from what would be regarded as a party question to one of patriotism or union.

The occupation or evacuation of Fort Sumter, although not in fact a slavery or a party question, is so regarded. Witness the temper manifested by the Republicans in the free states, and even by the Union men in the South.

I would therefore terminate it as a safe means for changing the issue. I deem it fortunate that the last administration created the necessity.

For the rest, I would simultaneously defend and reinforce all the ports in the Gulf and have the Navy recalled from foreign stations to be prepared for a blockade. Put the island of Key West under martial law.

This will raise distinctly the question of union or disunion. I would maintain every fort and possession in the South.

For foreign nations, I would demand explanations from Spain and France, categorically, at once. I would seek explanations from Great Britain and Russia, and send agents into Canada, Mexico, and Central America to rouse a vigorous continental spirit of independence on this continent against European intervention. And, if satisfactory explanations are not received from Spain and France, would convene Congress and declare war against them.

But whatever policy we adopt, there must be an energetic prosecution of it.

For this purpose it must be somebody’s business to pursue and direct it incessantly. Either the President must do it himself, and be all the while active in it, or devolve it on some member of his Cabinet. Once adopted, debates on it must end, and all agree and abide.

It is not in my especial province; but I neither seek to evade nor assume responsibility.

W. H. SEWARD

Abraham Lincoln’s Reply to Seward

Since parting with you, I have been considering your paper dated this day, and entitled “Some Thoughts for the President’s Consideration.” The first proposition in it is: “First. We are at the end of a month’s administration and yet without a policy, either domestic or foreign.”

At the beginning of that month, in the inaugural, I said: “The power confided to me will be used to hold, occupy, and possess the property and places belonging to the government, and to collect the duties and imposts.” This had your distinct approval at the time; and, taken in connection with the order I immediately gave General Scott directing him to employ every means in his power to strengthen and hold the forts, comprises the exact domestic policy you now urge, with the single exception that it does not propose to abandon Fort Sumter.

Again, I do not perceive how the reinforcement of Fort Sumter would be done on a slavery or a party issue, while that of Fort Pickens would be on a more national and patriotic one.

The news received yesterday in regard to Santo Domingo certainly brings a new item within the range of our foreign policy; but up to that time we have been preparing circulars and instructions to ministers and the like, all in perfect harmony, without even a suggestion that we had no foreign policy.

Upon your closing propositions—that “whatever policy we adopt, there must be an energetic prosecution of it. For this purpose it must be somebody’s business to pursue and direct it incessantly. Either the President must do it himself, and be all the while active in it, or devolve it on some member of his Cabinet. Once adopted, debates on it must end, and all agree and abide”—I remark that if this must be done, I must do it. When a general line of policy is adopted, I apprehend there is no danger of its being changed without good reason, or continuing to be a subject of unnecessary debate; still, upon points arising in its progress, I wish, and suppose I am entitled to have, the advice of all the Cabinet.

A. LINCOLN

Source: John G. Nicolay and John Hay, Abraham Lincoln: A History (1890).

25. Abraham Lincoln: Proclamation Calling Militia into National Service (April 15, 1861)

Introduction

On April 12, 1861, Confederate artillery opened fire on Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, thereby beginning the Civil War. Three days later President Abraham Lincoln, acting in his capacity of commander in chief, issued this proclamation calling 75,000 militiamen into national service to put down the rebellion. From its earliest days, the United States had maintained a small regular army. In times of crisis, the federal government relied on the militia. Each state had a defined quota that, when called, was supposed to enroll in federal service. The militias, in turn, were organized and administered by the individual states. However, since the end of the Mexican-American War in 1848, training had lapsed in most states. Lincoln’s call provoked an overwhelming response in the North. Republicans and Democrats alike enthusiastically backed Lincoln’s proclamation. Thousands gathered at patriotic meetings, and men eagerly volunteered for military service. Northern states easily met or exceeded their quotas. For example, Indiana was supposed to mobilize 6 regiments, but the governor offered 12. The response was much different in eight states located in the upper South. Kentucky’s governor refused to furnish troops to fight the Southern states. The governor of Missouri claimed that Lincoln’s call was illegal. Delaware responded with silence. In the end, Lincoln’s proclamation drove Virginia, North Carolina, and Arkansas into the Confederacy, while the border states of Missouri, Kentucky, and Maryland remained neutral, sending soldiers to fight on both sides, and Delaware remained with the Union.

Primary Source

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas the laws of the United States have been for some time past, and now are opposed, and the execution thereof obstructed, in the States of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas, by combinations too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings, or by the powers vested in the Marshals by law,

Now therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, in virtue of the power in me vested by the Constitution, and the laws, have thought fit to call forth, and hereby do call forth, the militia of the several States of the Union, to the aggregate number of seventy-five thousand, in order to suppress said combinations, and to cause the laws to be duly executed. The details, for this object, will be immediately communicated to the State authorities through the War Department.

I appeal to all loyal citizens to favor, facilitate and aid this effort to maintain the honor, the integrity, and the existence of our National Union, and the perpetuity of popular government; and to redress wrongs already long enough endured.

I deem it proper to say that the first service assigned to the forces hereby called forth will probably be to re-possess the forts, places, and property which have been seized from the Union; and in every event, the utmost care will be observed, consistently with the objects aforesaid, to avoid any devastation, any destruction of, or interference with, property, or any disturbance of peaceful citizens in any part of the country.

And I hereby command the persons composing the combinations aforesaid to disperse, and retire peaceably to their respective abodes within twenty days from this date.

Deeming that the present condition of public affairs presents an extraordinary occasion, I do hereby, in virtue of the power in me vested by the Constitution, convene both Houses of Congress. Senators and Representatives are therefore summoned to assemble at their respective chambers, at 12 o’clock, noon, on Thursday, the fourth day of July, next, then and there to consider and determine, such measures, as, in their wisdom, the public safety, and interest may seem to demand.

In Witness Whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the Seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington this fifteenth day of April in the year of our Lord One thousand, Eight hundred and Sixty one, and of the Independence the United States the Eighty-fifth.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Source: James D. Richardson, A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents, Vol. 6, Lincoln (Washington, DC: 1902).

26. Roger Jones: Union Correspondence Relating to Harpers Ferry (April 18 and 20, 1861)

Introduction

The Confederate States of America had an agriculture-based economy. Compared to the North, the Confederacy had a much smaller capacity to produce war supplies, including armaments. Virginia seceded from the Union on April 17, 1861. One day earlier, the former state governor Henry A. Wise had issued orders to the Virginia Militia to prepare to secure valuable federal bases located in the state, including the Gosport Navy Yard near Norfolk and the arsenal at Harpers Ferry. The federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry included a rifle works with modern manufacturing machinery. The Virginia Militia moved swiftly, closing in on Harpers Ferry on April 18. A small force of Union soldiers occupied Harpers Ferry, commanded by Lieutenant Roger Jones. Jones concluded that resistance was useless, so he ordered his men to set fire to the arsenal and then retreated north. The following two letters report his actions to the adjutant general in Washington. Because of Jones’s efforts, fires burned some 15,000 finished muskets. However, the militiamen were able to salvage machinery, tools, and parts for pistols and muskets. The machinery for making the U.S. Rifle Model 1841 was reused at the captured arsenal at Fayetteville, North Carolina, while the modern machinery for making the U.S. Rifle Musket Model 1855 (also known as the Springfield because it was simultaneously manufactured at the federal arsenal in Springfield, Massachusetts) was used at the Richmond Armory and Arsenal. The machinery seized at Harpers Ferry proved to be an invaluable resource for arming Confederate soldiers who served in the eastern theater during the early part of the Civil War.

Primary Source

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES ARMORY, Harper’s Ferry, Va., April 18, 1861—9 p.m.

SIR: Up to the present time no assault or attempt to seize the Government property here has been made, but there is decided evidence that the subject is in contemplation, and has been all day, by a large number of people living in the direction of Charlestown; and at sundown this evening several companies of troops had assembled at Halltown, about three or four miles from here on the road to Charlestown, with the intention of seizing the Government property, and the last report is that the attack will be made to-night. I telegraphed this evening to General Scott that I had received information confirming his dispatch of this morning, and later to the Adjutant-General that I expected an attack to-night. I have taken steps which ought to insure my receiving early intelligence of the advance of any forces, and my determination is to destroy what I cannot defend, and if the forces sent against me are clearly overwhelming, my present intention is to retreat into Pennsylvania.

The steps I have taken to destroy the arsenal, which contains nearly 15,000 stand of arms, are so complete that I can conceive of nothing that will prevent their entire destruction.

If the Government purposes maintaining its authority here, no time should be lost in sending large bodies of troops to my assistance, and as many of them as possible should be regulars.

A courier has just reported the advance of the troops from Halltown. Respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant,

R. JONES,

First Lieutenant, Mounted Riflemen, Commanding.

CARLISLE BARRACKS, PA., April 20, 1861.

SIR: Immediately after finishing my dispatch of the night of the 18th instant, I received positive and reliable information that 2,500 or 3,000 State troops would reach Harper’s Ferry in two hours, from Winchester, and that the troops from Halltown, increased to 300 men, were advancing, and were at that time (few minutes after 10 o’clock) within twenty minutes’ march of the Ferry. Under these circumstances I decided the time had arrived to carry out my determination, as expressed in the dispatch above referred to, and accordingly gave the order to apply the torch. In three minutes, or less, both of the arsenal buildings, containing nearly 15,000 arms, together with the carpenter’s shop, which was at the upper end of a long and connected series of workshops of the armory proper, were in a complete blaze.

There is every reason for believing the destruction was complete. After firing the buildings I withdrew my command, marching all night, and arrived here at 2 p.m. yesterday, where I shall await orders. Four men were missing on leaving the armory, and two deserted during the night.

Respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant,

R. JONES,

First Lieut. Mounted Riflemen, Comdg. Detachment Recruits.

To the ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Headquarters of the Army, Washington, D.C.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 51, Part 2.

27. Abraham Lincoln: Proclamation Declaring a Blockade of Southern Ports (April 19, 1861)

Introduction

President Abraham Lincoln announced a naval blockade of the southern coast from South Carolina to Texas on April 19, 1861. He extended the blockade to include Virginia and North Carolina on April 27, 1861. Lincoln’s proclamation underscored a fundamental policy contradiction. A naval blockade had a specific meaning in international law according to the 1856 Declaration of Paris that defined the rules of maritime war. Although the United States had not signed the declaration, the Lincoln administration tried to use its clauses selectively to advance its war aims. Accordingly, the U.S. government asserted that the Confederate States of America was not an independent nation and that the war was a federal effort to suppress a domestic insurrection. Therefore, foreign powers had no justification recognizing the Confederacy as a sovereign nation. However, if that was the case, then there was a legal question as to whether the North could blockade its own coastline, since the Declaration of Paris was not supposed to apply to a domestic rebellion. Lincoln and his secretary of state, William H. Seward, decided to ignore legal technicalities and maintain the blockade regardless. The Union enjoyed an overwhelming naval advantage over the Confederacy. However, during the early war period the Union still lacked enough ships to impose an effective blockade. As time passed, the blockade became tighter. In addition, Union forces began capturing Confederate ports, thus restricting points of entry and egress for vessels trying to evade the blockade. Although even in the best of times the Union blockade was far from airtight, it imposed significant economic hardship on the South by severely restricting the export of cotton, the South’s most important cash crop, and by limiting the importation of war material.
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Whereas an insurrection against the Government of the United States has broken out in the States of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, and the laws of the United States for the collection of the revenue cannot be effectually executed therein conformably to that provision of the Constitution which requires duties to be uniform throughout the United States:

And whereas a combination of persons, engaged in such insurrection, have threatened to grant pretended letters of marque to authorize the bearers thereof to commit assaults on the lives, vessels, and property of good citizens of the country lawfully engaged in commerce on the high seas, and in waters of the United States:

And whereas an Executive Proclamation has been already issued, requiring the persons engaged in these disorderly proceedings to desist therefrom, calling out a militia force for the purpose of repressing the same, and convening Congress in extraordinary session to deliberate and determine thereon:

Now, therefore, I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States, with a view to the same purposes before mentioned, and to the protection of the public peace, and the lives and property of quiet and orderly citizens pursuing their lawful occupations, until Congress shall have assembled and deliberated on the said unlawful proceedings, or until the same shall have ceased, have further deemed it advisable to set on foot a blockade of the ports within the States aforesaid, in pursuance of the laws of the United States and the law of nations in such case provided. For this purpose a competent force will be posted so as to prevent entrance and exit of vessels from the ports aforesaid. If therefore, with a view to violate such blockade, a vessel shall approach, or shall attempt to leave either of the said ports, she will be duly warned by the commander of one of the blockading vessels, who will indorse on her register the fact and date of such warning, and if the same vessel shall again attempt to enter or leave the blockaded port, she will be captured and sent to the nearest convenient port, for such proceedings against her and her cargo as prize, as may be deemed advisable.

And I hereby proclaim and declare that if any person, under the pretended authority of the said States, or under any other pretence, shall molest a vessel of the United States, or the persons or cargo on board of her, such person will be held amenable to the laws of the United States for the prevention and punishment of piracy.

Source: James D. Richardson, A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents, Vol. 6, Lincoln (Washington, DC: 1902).

28. Robert E. Lee: Resignation from the U.S. Army (April 20, 1861)

Introduction

The prominent Virginian Robert E. Lee (1807–1870) was a highly esteemed career soldier when the Civil War broke out. He had graduated second in his class at West Point in 1829, served in the Army Corps of Engineers, distinguished himself in the Mexican American War (1846–1848), returned to West Point as superintendent, and accepted a commission as lieutenant colonel of a cavalry regiment assigned to serve on the Texas frontier. As Texas plunged into open rebellion early in 1861, Lee made plans to lead his regiment north in defiance of secessionist demands to surrender. Although he intended to resign his commission and offer his services to Virginia, he refused to abandon his duty while still a U.S. soldier. General Winfield Scott, whom Lee had thoroughly impressed while serving in Mexico, recalled Lee to Washington and offered him command of all federal armies on April 18, 1861. Two days later with the following letter, Lee graciously expressed his esteem for Scott and his fellow soldiers. Regardless, Lee resigned from the U.S. Army. Within days, he assumed command of Virginia forces with the rank of major general. Lee would rise in rank and authority as the war progressed and emerged from the war as the most-admired Southern leader.

Primary Source

Arlington, Washington City P.O., April 20, 1861

General:

Since my interview with you on the 18th instant I have felt that I ought not longer to retain my commission in the Army. I therefore tender my resignation, which I request you will recommend for acceptance.

It would have been presented at once, but for the struggle it has cost me to separate myself from a service to which I have devoted all the best years of my life & all the ability I possessed.

During the whole of that time, more than 30 years, I have experienced nothing but kindness from my superiors, & the most cordial friendship from my companions. To no one Genl have I been as much indebted as to yourself for uniform kindness & consideration, & it has always been my ardent desire to merit your approbation.

I shall carry with me to the grave the most grateful recollections of your kind consideration, & your name & fame will always be dear to me. Save in the defence of my native State, I never desire again to draw my sword.

Be pleased to accept my most earnest wishes for the continuance of your happiness & prosperity & believe me most truly yours

R. E. Lee

Source: Paper L 32.7, W 29.3 cm., Arlington House, The Robert E. Lee Memorial, ARHO 5623.

29. Roger B. Taney: Ex Parte Merryman (1861) [Excerpts]

Introduction

In the United States, the writ of habeas corpus stemmed from ancient English law and basically prevented citizens from being arrested without due cause and held in prison without a fair trial. Habeas corpus was a cherished safeguard against tyranny. However, Article 1, Section 9, of the U.S. Constitution granted the president the power to suspend habeas corpus in the event of invasion or rebellion. President Abraham Lincoln first exercised this power on April 27, 1861. At this time, Confederate sympathizers threatened the crucial railroads linking Washington, D.C., with the rest of the North. Lincoln therefore authorized the arrest of anyone between Washington and Philadelphia suspected of subversive acts or speech. This was a dramatic, provocative step that stirred up bitter opposition. Lieutenant John Merryman was an officer in the Maryland Militia. He was exactly the sort of target Lincoln had in mind when he suspended the writ of habeas corpus, because Merryman had cut telegraph lines linking Washington with the North. When he was arrested and detained in prison, Merryman’s lawyers appealed to the justice system for relief. Chief Justice Roger B. Taney of the U.S. Supreme Court was himself Maryland-born and was very sympathetic to the Southern cause. At this time, Supreme Court justices also served as circuit court justices. In his capacity as Maryland circuit court judge, Taney ruled that Lincoln had illegally suspended the writ of habeas corpus and that only Congress had the right to suspend this writ. Lincoln ignored Taney’s ruling. Taney’s written decision, which follows, reveals him to be a Democratic Party partisan, deeply opposed to Lincoln’s Republican Party. Later, on March 3, 1863, Congress passed the Habeas Corpus Act, which gave Lincoln’s actions legislative approval. By that time, Lincoln had already ordered the release of almost every political prisoner.

Primary Source

Circuit Court, District of Maryland. Petition for a writ of habeas corpus.

TANEY, C. J.: The application in this case for a writ of habeas corpus is made to me under the 14th section of the Judiciary Act of 1789, which renders effectual for the citizen the constitutional privilege of the writ of habeas corpus. That act gives to the Courts of the United States, as well as to each justice of the Supreme Court, and to every District Judge, power to grant writs of habeas corpus for the purpose of an inquiry into the cause of commitment. The petition was presented to me at Washington, under the impression that I would order the prisoner to be brought before me there, but as he was confined in Fort McHenry, at the City of Baltimore, which is in my circuit, I resolved to hear it in the latter city, as obedience to the writ, under such circumstances, would not withdraw Gen. Cadwalader who had him in charge from the limits of his military command….

A copy of the warrant or order, under which the prisoner was arrested, was demanded by his counsel, and refused. And it is not alleged in the return that any specific act, constituting an offence against the laws of the United States, has been charged against him upon oath; but he appears to have been arrested upon general charges of treason and rebellion, without proof, and without giving the names of the witnesses, or specifying the acts, which in the judgement of the military officer, constituted the crime. And having the prisoner thus in custody on these vague and unsupported accusations, he refuses to obey the writ of habeas corpus, upon the ground that he is duly authorized by the President to suspend it.

The case, then, is simply this: A military officer residing in Pennsylvania issues an order to arrest a citizen of Maryland, upon vague and indefinite charges, without any proof, so far as appears. Under this order his house is entered in the night; he is seized as a prisoner, and conveyed to Fort McHenry, and there kept in close confinement. And when a habeas corpus is served on the commanding officer, requiring him to produce the prisoner before a justice of the Supreme Court, in order that he may examine into the legality of the imprisonment, the answer of the officer is that he is authorized by the President to suspend the writ of habeas corpus at his discretion, and, in the exercise of that discretion, suspends it in this case, and on that ground refuses obedience to the writ.

As the case comes before me, therefore, I understand that the President not only claims the right to suspend the writ of habeas corpus himself, at his discretion, but to delegate that discretionary power to a military officer, and to leave it to him to determine whether he will or will not obey judicial process that may be served upon him.

No official notice has been given to the Courts of Justice, or to the public, by proclamation or otherwise, that the President claimed this power and had exercised it in the matter stated in the return. And I certainly listened to it with some surprise, for I had supposed it to be one of those points of constitutional law upon which there was no difference of opinion, and that it was admitted on all hands that the privilege of the writ could not be suspended except by act of Congress….

The clause in the Constitution which authorizes the suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus is in the ninth section of the first article.

This article is devoted to the Legislative Department of the United States, and has not the slightest reference to the Executive Department. It begins by providing “that all legislative powers therein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States….” After prescribing the manner in which these two branches of the Legislative department shall be chosen, it proceeds to enumerate specifically the legislative powers which it thereby grants and legislative powers which it expressly prohibits, and at the conclusion of this specification, a clause is inserted giving Congress “the power to make all laws which may be necessary and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States or in any department or office thereof.”

The power of legislation granted by this latter clause is by its word carefully confined to the specific objects before enumerated. But as this limitation was unavoidably somewhat indefinite, it was deemed necessary to guard more effectively certain great cardinal principles essential to the liberty of the citizen and to the rights and equality of the States by denying to Congress, in express terms, any power of legislation over them. It was apprehended, it seems, that such legislation might be attempted under the pretext that it was necessary and proper to carry into execution the powers granted; and it was determined that there should be no room to doubt, where rights of such vital importance were concerned, and accordingly this clause is immediately followed by an enumeration of certain subjects to which the powers of legislation shall not extend; and the great importance which the framers of the Constitution attached to the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus to protect the liberty of the citizen, is proved by the fact that its suspension, except in cases of invasion and rebellion, is first in the list of prohibited power; and even in these cases the power is denied and its exercise prohibited unless the public safety shall require it. It is true that in the cases mentioned Congress is of necessity to judge whether the public safety does or does not require it; and its judgement is conclusive.

Source: Ex parte Merryman, 17 Federal Cases, 144, 1861.

30. Jefferson Davis: Response to Lincoln Calling Out Militia (April 29, 1861)

Introduction

On April 29, 1861, Confederate president Jefferson Davis delivered his response to Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation calling out the militia to put down the “insurrection.” At this time the seat of the Confederate government was in Montgomery, Alabama. Davis considered himself a constitutional scholar, so it is unsurprising that his address to the Confederate Congress pedantically reviewed national constitutional history. The key phrase came near the end of the speech where Davis asserted that “all we ask is to be let alone.” Davis framed the Confederacy’s goal in this simple way to help convince Americans and foreign nations that the Southern objective was reasonable. It was the type of underdog appeal that someone might make when standing up to a bully. The statement had important strategic implications because it implied that initially the South would refrain from aggressive action, waging instead a defensive war. The statement foreshadows the strategy that Davis subsequently devised, a strategy he styled the “offensive-defensive.” The defensive portion relied on positioned troops to repel Union thrusts. The offensive portion involved waiting for, or maneuvering to create, an enemy blunder and then exploiting it by hard blows. The conclusion to Davis’s address is provided in the following excerpt.

Primary Source

Gentlemen of the Congress: It is my pleasing duty to announce to you that the Constitution framed for the establishment of a permanent Government for the Confederate States has been ratified by conventions in each of those States to which it was referred. To inaugurate the Government in its full proportions and upon its own substantial basis of the popular will, it only remains that elections should be held for the designation of the officers to administer it. There is every reason to believe that at no distant day other States, identified in political principles and community of interests with those which you represent, will join this Confederacy, giving to its typical constellation increased splendor, to its Government of free, equal, and sovereign States a wider sphere of usefulness, and to the friends of constitutional liberty a greater security for its harmonious and perpetual existence. It was not, however, for the purpose of making this announcement that I have deemed it my duty to convoke you at an earlier day than that fixed by yourselves for your meeting. The declaration of war made against this Confederacy by Abraham Lincoln, the President of the United States, in his proclamation issued on the 15th day of the present month, rendered it necessary, in my judgment, that you should convene at the earliest practicable moment to devise the measures necessary for the defense of the country. The occasion is indeed an extraordinary one. It justifies me in a brief review of the relations heretofore existing between us and the States which now unite in warfare against us and in a succinct statement of the events which have resulted in this warfare, to the end that mankind may pass intelligent and impartial judgment on its motives and objects. During the war waged against Great Britain by her colonies on this continent a common danger impelled them to a close alliance and to the formation of a Confederation, by the terms of which the colonies, styling themselves States, entered “severally into a firm league of friendship with each other for their common defense, the security of their liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, binding themselves to assist each other against all force offered to or attacks made upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other pretense whatever.” In order to guard against any misconstruction of their compact, the several States made explicit declaration in a distinct article that “each State retains its Sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, jurisdiction and right which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the United States in Congress assembled.”

Under this contract of alliance, the war of the Revolution was successfully waged, and resulted in the treaty of peace with Great Britain in 1783, by the terms of which the several States were each by name recognized to be independent. The Articles of Confederation contained a clause whereby all alterations were prohibited unless confirmed by the Legislatures of every State after being agreed to by the Congress; and in obedience to this provision, under the resolution of Congress of the 21st of February, 1787, the several States appointed delegates who attended a convention “for the sole and express purpose of revising the Articles of Confederation and reporting to Congress and the several Legislatures such alterations and provisions therein as shall, when agreed to in Congress and confirmed by the States, render the Federal Constitution adequate to the exigencies of Government and the preservation of the Union.” It was by the delegates chosen by the several States under the resolution just quoted that the Constitution of the United States was framed in 1787 and submitted to the several States for ratification, as shown by the seventh article, which is in these words: “The ratification of the conventions of nine States shall be sufficient for the establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the same.” I have italicized certain words in the quotations just made for the purpose of attracting attention to the singular and marked caution with which the States endeavored in every possible form to exclude the idea that the separate and independent sovereignty of each State was merged into one common government and nation, and the earnest desire they evinced to impress in the Constitution its true character—that of a compact between independent States. The Constitution of 1787, having, however, omitted the clause already recited from the Articles of Confederation, which provided in explicit terms that each State retained its sovereignty and independence, some alarm was felt in the States, when invited to ratify the Constitution, lest this omission should be construed into an abandonment of their cherished principle, and they refused to be satisfied until amendments were added to the Constitution placing beyond any pretense of doubt the reservation by the States of all their sovereign rights and powers not expressly delegated to the United States by the Constitution.

Strange, indeed, must it appear to the impartial observer, but it is none the less true that all these carefully worded clauses proved unavailing to prevent the rise and growth in the Northern States of a political school which has persistently claimed that the government thus formed was not a compact between States, but was in effect a national government, set up above and over the States. An organization created by the States to secure the blessings of liberty and independence against foreign aggression, has been gradually perverted into a machine for their control in their domestic affairs. The creature has been exalted above its creators; the principals have been made subordinate to the agent appointed by themselves. The people of the Southern States, whose almost exclusive occupation was agriculture, early perceived a tendency in the Northern States to render the common government subservient to their own purposes by imposing burdens on commerce as a protection to their manufacturing and shipping interests. Long and angry controversies grew out of these attempts, often successful, to benefit one section of the country at the expense of the other. And the danger of disruption arising from this cause was enhanced by the fact that the Northern population was increasing, by immigration and other causes, in a greater ratio than the population of the South. By degrees, as the Northern States gained preponderance in the National Congress, self-interest taught their people to yield ready assent to any plausible advocacy of their right as a majority to govern the minority without control. They learned to listen with impatience to the suggestion of any constitutional impediment to the exercise of their will, and so utterly have the principles of the Constitution been corrupted in the Northern mind that, in the inaugural address delivered by President Lincoln in March last, he asserts as an axiom, which he plainly deems to be undeniable, of constitutional authority, that the theory of the Constitution requires that in all cases the majority shall govern; and in another memorable instance the same Chief Magistrate did not hesitate to liken the relations between a State and the United States to those which exist between a county and the State in which it is situated and by which it was created. This is the lamentable and fundamental error on which rests the policy that has culminated in his declaration of war against these Confederate States. In addition to the long-continued and deep-seated resentment felt by the Southern States at the persistent abuse of the powers they had delegated to the Congress, for the purpose of enriching the manufacturing and shipping classes of the North at the expense of the South, there has existed for nearly half a century another subject of discord, involving interests of such transcendent magnitude as at all times to create the apprehension in the minds of many devoted lovers of the Union that its permanence was impossible. When the several States delegated certain powers to the United States Congress, a large portion of the laboring population consisted of African slaves imported into the colonies by the mother country. In twelve out of the thirteen States negro slavery existed, and the right of property in slaves was protected by law. This property was recognized in the Constitution, and provision was made against its loss by the escape of the slave. The increase in the number of slaves by further importation from Africa was also secured by a clause forbidding Congress to prohibit the slave trade anterior to a certain date, and in no clause can there be found any delegation of power to the Congress authorizing it in any manner to legislate to the prejudice, detriment, or discouragement of owners of that species of property, or excluding it from the protection of the Government.

The climate and soil of the Northern States soon proved unpropitious to the continuance of slave labor, whilst the converse was the case at the South. Under the unrestricted free intercourse between the two sections, the Northern States consulted their own interests by selling their slaves to the South and prohibiting slavery within their limits. The South were willing purchasers of a property suitable to their wants, and paid the price of the acquisition without harboring a suspicion that their quiet possession was to be disturbed by those who were inhibited not only by want of constitutional authority, but by good faith as vendors, from disquieting a title emanating from themselves. As soon, how ever, as the Northern States that prohibited African slavery within their limits had reached a number sufficient to give their representation a controlling voice in the Congress, a persistent and organized system of hostile measures against the rights of the owners of slaves in the Southern States was inaugurated and gradually extended. A continuous series of measures was devised and prosecuted for the purpose of rendering insecure the tenure of property in slaves. Fanatical organizations, supplied with money by voluntary subscriptions, were assiduously engaged in exciting amongst the slaves a spirit of discontent and revolt; means were furnished for their escape from their owners, and agents secretly employed to entice them to abscond; the constitutional provision for their rendition to their owners was first evaded, then openly denounced as a violation of conscientious obligation and religious duty; men were taught that it was a merit to elude, disobey, and violently oppose the execution of the laws enacted to secure the performance of the promise contained in the constitutional compact; owners of slaves were mobbed and even murdered in open day solely for applying to a magistrate for the arrest of a fugitive slave; the dogmas of these voluntary organizations soon obtained control of the Legislatures of many of the Northern States, and laws were passed providing for the punishment, by ruinous fines and long-continued imprisonment in jails and penitentiaries, of citizens of the Southern States who should dare to ask aid of the officers of the law for the recovery of their property. Emboldened by success, the theater of agitation and aggression against the clearly expressed constitutional rights of the Southern States was transferred to the Congress; Senators and Representatives were sent to the common councils of the nation, whose chief title to this distinction consisted in the display of a spirit of ultra fanaticism, and whose business was not “to promote the general welfare or insure domestic tranquillity,” but to awaken the bitterest hatred against the citizens of sister States by violent denunciation of their institutions; the transaction of public affairs was impeded by repeated efforts to usurp powers not delegated by the Constitution, for the purpose of impairing the security of property in slaves, and reducing those States which held slaves to a condition of inferiority. Finally a great party was organized for the purpose of obtaining the administration of the Government, with the avowed object of using its power for the total exclusion of the slave States from all participation in the benefits of the public domain acquired by all the States in common, whether by conquest or purchase; of surrounding them entirely by States in which slavery should be prohibited; of thus rendering the property in slaves so insecure as to be comparatively worthless, and thereby annihilating in effect property worth thousands of millions of dollars. This party, thus organized, succeeded in the month of November last in the election of its candidate for the Presidency of the United States.

In the meantime, under the mild and genial climate of the Southern States and the increasing care and attention for the well being and comfort of the laboring class, dictated alike by interest and humanity, the African slaves had augmented in number from about 600,000, at the date of the adoption of the constitutional compact, to upward of 4,000,000. In moral and social condition they had been elevated from brutal savages into docile, intelligent, and civilized agricultural laborers, and supplied not only with bodily comforts but with careful religious instruction. Under the supervision of a superior race their labor had been so directed as not only to allow a gradual and marked amelioration of their own condition, but to convert hundreds of thousands of square miles of the wilderness into cultivated lands covered with a prosperous people; towns and cities had sprung into existence, and had rapidly increased in wealth and population under the social system of the South; the white population of the Southern slaveholding States had augmented from about 1,250,000 at the date of the adoption of the Constitution to more than 8,500,000 in 1860; and the productions of the South in cotton, rice, sugar, and tobacco, for the full development and continuance of which the labor of African slaves was and is indispensable, had swollen to an amount which formed nearly three-fourths of the exports of the whole United States and had become absolutely necessary to the wants of civilized man. With interests of such overwhelming magnitude imperiled, the people of the Southern States were driven by the conduct of the North to the adoption of some course of action to avert the danger with which they were openly menaced. With this view the legislatures of the several States invited the people to select delegates to conventions to be held for the purpose of determining for themselves what measures were best adapted to meet so alarming a crisis in their history. Here it may be proper to observe that from a period as early as 1798 there had existed in all of the States of the Union a party almost uninterruptedly in the majority based upon the creed that each State was, in the last resort, the sole judge as well of its wrongs as of the mode and measure of redress. Indeed, it is obvious that under the law of nations this principle is an axiom as applied to the relations of independent sovereign States, such as those which had united themselves under the constitutional compact. The Democratic party of the United States repeated, in its successful canvass in 1856, the declaration made in numerous previous political contests, that it would “faithfully abide by and uphold the principles laid down in the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions of 1798, and in the report of Mr. Madison to the Virginia Legislature in 1799; and that it adopts those principles as constituting one of the main foundations of its political creed.” The principles thus emphatically announced embrace that to which I have already adverted—the right of each State to judge of and redress the wrongs of which it complains. These principles were maintained by overwhelming majorities of the people of all the States of the Union at different elections, especially in the elections of Mr. Jefferson in 1805, Mr. Madison in 1809, and Mr. Pierce in 1852. In the exercise of a right so ancient, so well established, and so necessary for self-preservation, the people of the Confederate States, in their conventions, determined that the wrongs which they had suffered and the evils with which they were menaced required that they should revoke the delegation of powers to the Federal Government which they had ratified in their several conventions. They consequently passed ordinances resuming all their rights as sovereign and Independent States and dissolved their connection with the other States of the Union.

Having done this, they proceeded to form a new compact amongst themselves by new articles of confederation, which have been also ratified by the conventions of the several States with an approach to unanimity far exceeding that of the conventions which adopted the Constitution of 1787. They have organized their new Government in all its departments; the functions of the executive, legislative, and judicial magistrates are performed in accordance with the will of the people, as displayed not merely in a cheerful acquiescence, but in the enthusiastic support of the Government thus established by themselves; and but for the interference of the Government of the United States in this legitimate exercise of the right of a people to self-government, peace, happiness, and prosperity would now smile on our land. That peace is ardently desired by this Government and people has been manifested in every possible form. Scarce had you assembled in February last when, prior even to the inauguration of the Chief Magistrate you had elected, you passed a resolution expressive of your desire for the appointment of commissioners to be sent to the Government of the United States “for the purpose of negotiating friendly relations between that Government and the Confederate States of America, and for the settlement of all questions of disagreement between the two Governments upon principles of right, justice, equity, and good faith.” It was my pleasure as well as my duty to cooperate with you in this work of peace. Indeed, in my address to you on taking the oath of office, and before receiving from you the communication of this resolution, I had said “as a necessity, not a choice, we have resorted to the remedy of separation, and henceforth our energies must be directed to the conduct of our own affairs and the perpetuity of the Confederacy which we have formed. If a just perception of mutual interests shall permit us peaceably to pursue our separate political career, my most earnest desire will have been fulfilled.” It was in furtherance of these accordant views of the Congress and the Executive that I made choice of three discreet, able, and distinguished citizens, who repaired to Washington. Aided by their cordial cooperation and that of the Secretary of State, every effort compatible with self-respect and the dignity of the Confederacy was exhausted before I allowed myself to yield to the conviction that the Government of the United States was determined to attempt the conquest of this people and that our cherished hopes of peace were unattainable.

On the arrival of our commissioners in Washington on the 5th of March they postponed, at the suggestion of a friendly intermediary, doing more than giving informal notice of their arrival. This was done with a view to afford time to the President, who had just been inaugurated, for the discharge of other pressing official duties in the organization of his Administration before engaging his attention in the object of their mission. It was not until the 12th of the month that they officially addressed the Secretary of State, informing him of the purpose of their arrival, and stating, in the language of their instructions, their wish “to make to the Government of the United States overtures for the opening of negotiations, assuring the Government of the United States that the President, Congress, and people of the Confederate States earnestly desire a peaceful solution of these great questions; that it is neither their interest nor their wish to make any demand which is not founded on strictest justice, nor do any act to injure their late confederates.”

To this communication no formal reply was received until the 8th of April. During the interval the commissioners had consented to waive all questions of form. With the firm resolve to avoid war if possible, they went so far even as to hold during that long period unofficial intercourse through an intermediary, whose high position and character inspired the hope of success, and through whom constant assurances were received from the Government of the United States of peaceful intentions; of the determination to evacuate Fort Sumter; and further, that no measure changing the existing status prejudicially to the Confederate States, especially at Fort Pickens, was in contemplation, but that in the event of any change of intention on the subject, notice would be given to the commissioners. The crooked paths of diplomacy can scarcely furnish an example so wanting in courtesy, in candor, and directness as was the course of the United States Government toward our commissioners in Washington. For proof of this I refer to the annexed documents marked———taken in connection with further facts, which I now proceed to relate. [Annexed documents not included with this printing.]

Early in April the attention of the whole country, as well as that of our commissioners, was attracted to extraordinary preparations for an extensive military and naval expedition in New York and other Northern ports. These preparations commenced in secrecy, for an expedition whose destination was concealed, only became known when nearly completed, and on the 5th, 6th, and 7th of April transports and vessels of war with troops, munitions, and military supplies sailed from Northern ports bound southward. Alarmed by so extraordinary a demonstration, the commissioners requested the delivery of an answer to their official communication of the 12th of March; and thereupon received on the 8th of April a reply, dated on the 15th of the previous month, from which it appears that during the whole interval, whilst the commissioners were receiving assurances calculated to inspire hope of the success of their mission, the Secretary of State and the President of the United States had already determined to hold no intercourse with them whatever; to refuse even to listen to any proposals they had to make, and had profited by the delay created by their own assurances in order to prepare secretly the means for effective hostile operations. That these assurances were given has been virtually confessed by the Government of the United States by its sending a messenger to Charleston to give notice of its purpose to use force if opposed in its intention of supplying Fort Sumter. No more striking proof of the absence of good faith in the conduct of the Government of the United States toward this Confederacy can be required than is contained in the circumstances which accompanied this notice. According to the usual course of navigation the vessels composing the expedition designed for the relief of Fort Sumter might be expected to reach Charleston Harbor on the 8th of April. Yet, with our commissioners actually in Washington, detained under assurances that notice should be given of any military movement, the notice was not addressed to them, but a messenger was sent to Charleston to give the notice to the Governor of South Carolina, and the notice was so given at a late hour on the 8th of April, the eve of the very day on which the fleet might be expected to arrive.

That this maneuver failed in its purpose was not the fault of those who contrived it. A heavy tempest delayed the arrival of the expedition and gave time to the commander of our forces at Charleston to ask and receive the instructions of this Government. Even then, under all the provocation incident to the contemptuous refusal to listen to our commissioners, and the tortuous course of the Government of the United States, I was sincerely anxious to avoid the effusion of blood, and directed a proposal to be made to the commander of Fort Sumter, who had avowed himself to be nearly out of provisions, that we would abstain from directing our fire on Fort Sumter if he would promise not to open fire on our forces unless first attacked. This proposal was refused and the conclusion was reached that the design of the United States was to place the besieging force at Charleston between the simultaneous fire of the fleet and the fort. There remained, therefore, no alternative but to direct that the fort should at once be reduced. This order was executed by General Beauregard with the skill and success which were naturally to be expected from the well-known character of that gallant officer; and, although the bombardment lasted but thirty-three hours our flag did not wave over its battered walls until after the appearance of the hostile fleet off Charleston. Fortunately, not a life was lost on our side, and we were gratified in being spared the necessity of a useless effusion of blood, by the prudent caution of the officers who commanded the fleet in abstaining from the evidently futile effort to enter the harbor for the relief of Major Anderson. I refer to the report of the Secretary of War, and the papers which accompany it, for further details of this brilliant affair. In this connection I cannot refrain from a well-deserved tribute to the noble State, the eminent soldierly qualities of whose people were so conspicuously displayed in the port of Charleston. For months they had been irritated by the spectacle of a fortress held within their principal harbor as a standing menace against their peace and independence. Built in part with their own money, its custody confided with their own consent to an agent who held no power over them other than such as they had themselves delegated for their own benefit, intended to be used by that agent for their own protection against foreign attack, they saw it held with persistent tenacity as a means of offense against them by the very Government which they had established for their protection. They had beleaguered it for months, felt entire confidence in their power to capture it, yet yielded to the requirements of discipline, curbed their impatience, submitted without complaint to the unaccustomed hardships, labors, and privations of a protracted siege; and when at length their patience was rewarded by the signal for attack, and success had crowned their steady and gallant conduct, even in the very moment of triumph they evinced a chivalrous regard for the feelings of the brave but unfortunate officer who had been compelled to lower his flag. All manifestations of exultation were checked in his presence. Their commanding general, with their cordial approval and the consent of his Government, refrained from imposing any terms that could wound the sensibilities of the commander of the fort. He was permitted to retire with the honors of war, to salute his flag, to depart freely with all his command, and was escorted to the vessel in which he embarked with the highest marks of respect from those against whom his guns had been so recently directed.

Not only does every event connected with the siege reflect the highest honor on South Carolina, but the forbearance of her people and of this Government from making any harsh use of a victory obtained under circumstances of such peculiar provocation attests to the fullest extent the absence of any purpose beyond securing their own tranquillity and the sincere desire to avoid the calamities of war. Scarcely had the President of the United States received intelligence of the failure of the scheme which he had devised for the reinforcement of Fort Sumter, when he issued the declaration of war against this Confederacy which has prompted me to convoke you. In this extraordinary production that high functionary affects total ignorance of the existence of an independent Government, which, possessing the entire and enthusiastic devotion of its people, is exercising its functions without question over seven sovereign States, over more than 5,000,000 of people, and over a territory whose area exceeds half a million of square miles. He terms sovereign States “combinations too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings or by the powers vested in the marshals by law.” He calls for an army of 75,000 men to act as a posse comitatus in aid of the process of the courts of justice in States where no courts exist whose mandates and decrees are not cheerfully obeyed and respected by a willing people. He avows that “the first service to be assigned to the forces called out” will be not to execute the process of courts, but to capture forts and strongholds situated within the admitted limits of this Confederacy and garrisoned by its troops; and declares that “this effort” is intended to maintain the perpetuity of popular government. He concludes by commanding “the persons composing the combinations aforesaid”—to wit, the 5,000,000 of inhabitants of these States—“to retire peaceably to their respective abodes within twenty days.” Apparently contradictory as are the terms of this singular document, one point is unmistakably evident. The President of the United States called for an army of 75,000 men, whose first service was to be to capture our forts. It was a plain declaration of war which I was not at liberty to disregard because of my knowledge that under the Constitution of the United States the President was usurping a power granted exclusively to the Congress. He is the sole organ of communication between that country and foreign powers. The law of nations did not permit me to question the authority of the Executive of a foreign nation to declare war against this Confederacy. Although I might have refrained from taking active measures for our defense, if the States of the Union had all imitated the action of Virginia, North Carolina, Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missouri, by denouncing the call for troops as an unconstitutional usurpation of power to which they refused to respond, I was not at liberty to disregard the fact that many of the States seemed quite content to submit to the exercise of the power assumed by the President of the United States, and were actively engaged in levying troops to be used for the purpose indicated in the proclamation. Deprived of the aid of Congress at the moment, I was under the necessity of confining my action to a call on the States for volunteers for the common defense, in accordance with the authority you had confided to me before your adjournment. I deemed it proper, further, to issue proclamation inviting application from persons disposed to aid our defense in private armed vessels on the high seas, to the end that preparations might be made for the immediate issue of letters of marque and reprisal which you alone, under the Constitution, have power to grant. I entertain no doubt you will concur with me in the opinion that in the absence of a fleet of public vessels it will be eminently expedient to supply their place by private armed vessels, so happily styled by the publicists of the United States “the militia of the sea,” and so often and justly relied on by them as an efficient and admirable instrument of defensive warfare. I earnestly recommend the immediate passage of a law authorizing me to accept the numerous proposals already received. I cannot close this review of the acts of the Government of the United States without referring to a proclamation issued by their President, under date of the 19th instant, in which, after declaring that an insurrection has broken out in this Confederacy against the Government of the United States, he announces a blockade of all the ports of these States, and threatens to punish as pirates all persons who shall molest any vessel of the United States under letters of marque issued by this Government. Notwithstanding the authenticity of this proclamation you will concur with me that it is hard to believe it could have emanated from a President of the United States. Its announcement of a mere paper blockade is so manifestly a violation of the law of nations that it would seem incredible that it could have been issued by authority; but conceding this to be the case so far as the Executive is concerned, it will be difficult to satisfy the people of these States that their late confederates will sanction its declarations will determine to ignore the usages of civilized nations, and will inaugurate a war of extermination on both sides by treating as pirates open enemies acting under the authority of commissions issued by an organized government. If such proclamation was issued, it could only have been published under the sudden influence of passion, and we may rest assured mankind will be spared the horrors of the conflict it seems to invite.

For the details of the administration of the different Departments I refer to the reports of the Secretaries, which accompany this message.

The State Department has furnished the necessary instructions for three commissioners who have been sent to England, France, Russia, and Belgium since your adjournment to ask our recognition as a member of the family of nations, and to make with each of those powers treaties of amity and commerce. Further steps will be taken to enter into like negotiations with the other European powers, in pursuance of your resolutions passed at the last session. Sufficient time has not yet elapsed since the departure of these commissioners for the receipt of any intelligence from them. As I deem it desirable that commissioners or other diplomatic agents should also be sent at an early period to the independent American powers south of our Confederacy, with all of whom it is our interest and earnest wish to maintain the most cordial and friendly relations, I suggest the expediency of making the necessary appropriations for that purpose. Having been officially notified by the public authorities of the State of Virginia that she had withdrawn from the Union and desired to maintain the closest political relations with us which it was possible at this time to establish, I commissioned the Hon. Alexander H. Stephens, Vice President of the Confederate States, to represent this Government at Richmond. I am happy to inform you that he has concluded a convention with the State of Virginia by which that honored Commonwealth, so long and justly distinguished among her sister States, and so dear to the hearts of thousands of her children in the Confederate States, has united her power and her fortunes with ours and become one of us. This convention, together with the ordinance of Virginia adopting the Provisional Constitution of the Confederacy, will be laid before you for your constitutional action. I have satisfactory assurances from other of our late confederates that they are on the point of adopting similar measures, and I cannot doubt that ere you shall have been many weeks in session the whole of the slaveholding States of the late Union will respond to the call of honor and affection, and by uniting their fortunes with ours promote our common interests and secure our common safety.

In the Treasury Department regulations have been devised and put into execution for carrying out the policy indicated in your legislation on the subject of the navigation of the Mississippi River, as well as for the collection of revenue on the frontier. Free transit has been secured for vessels and merchandise passing through the Confederate States; and delay and inconvenience have been avoided as far as possible, in organizing the revenue service for the various railways entering our territory. As fast as experience shall indicate the possibility of improvement in these regulations no effort will be spared to free commerce from all unnecessary embarrassments and obstructions. Under your act authorizing a loan, proposals were issued inviting subscriptions for $5,000,000, and the call was answered by the prompt subscription of more than $8,000,000 by our own citizens, and not a single bid was made under par. The rapid development of the purpose of the President of the United States to invade our soil, capture our forts, blockade our ports, and wage war against us induced me to direct that the entire subscription should be accepted. It will now become necessary to raise means to a much larger amount to defray the expenses of maintaining our independence and repelling invasion. I invite your special attention to this subject, and the financial condition of the Government, with the suggestion of ways and means for the supply of the Treasury, will be presented to you in a separate communication.

To the Department of Justice you have confided not only the organization and supervision of all matters connected with the courts of justice, but also those connected with patents and with the bureau of public printing. Since your adjournment all the courts, with the exception of those of Mississippi and Texas, have been organized by the appointment of marshals and district attorneys and are now prepared for the exercise of their functions. In the two States just named the gentlemen confirmed as judges declined to accept the appointment, and no nominations have yet been made to fill the vacancies. I refer you to the report of the Attorney-General and concur in his recommendation for immediate legislation, especially on the subject of patent rights. Early provision should be made to secure to the subjects of foreign nations the full enjoyment of their property in valuable inventions and to extend to our own citizens protection, not only for their own inventions, but for such as may have been assigned to them or may hereafter be assigned by persons not alien enemies. The Patent Office business is much more extensive and important than had been anticipated. The applications for patents, although confined under the law exclusively to citizens of our Confederacy, already average seventy per month, showing the necessity for the prompt organization of a bureau of patents.

The Secretary of War in his report and accompanying documents conveys full information concerning the forces—regular, volunteer, and provisional—raised and called for under the several acts of Congress—their organization and distribution; also an account of the expenditures already made, and the further estimates for the fiscal year ending the 18th of February, 1862, rendered necessary by recent events. I refer to his report also for a full history of the occurrences in Charleston Harbor prior to and including the bombardment and reduction of Fort Sumter, and of the measures subsequently taken for the common defense on receiving the intelligence of the declaration of war against us made by the President of the United States. There are now in the field at Charleston, Pensacola, Forts Morgan, Jackson, Saint Philip, and Pulaski 19,000 men, and 16,000 are now en route for Virginia. It is proposed to organize and hold in readiness for instant action, in view of the present exigencies of the country, an army of 100,000 men. If further force should be needed, the wisdom and patriotism of Congress will be confidently appealed to for authority to call into the field additional numbers of our noble spirited volunteers who are constantly tendering service far in excess of our wants.

The operations of the Navy Department have been necessarily restricted by the fact that sufficient time has not yet elapsed for the purchase or construction of more than a limited number of vessels adapted to the public service. Two vessels purchased have been named the Sumter and McRae, and are now being prepared for sea at New Orleans with all possible dispatch. Contracts have also been made at that city with two different establishments for the casting of ordnance—cannon shot and shell—with the view to encourage the manufacture of these articles, so indispensable for our defense, at as many points within our territory as possible. I call your attention to the recommendation of the Secretary for the establishment of a magazine and laboratory for preparation of ordnance stores and the necessary appropriation for that purpose. Hitherto such stores have usually been prepared at the navy arcs, and no appropriation was made at your last session for this object. The Secretary also calls attention to the fact that no provision has been made for the payment of invalid pensions to our own citizens. Many of these persons are advanced in life; they have no means of support, and by the secession of these States have been deprived of their claim against the Government of the United States. I recommend the appropriation of the sum necessary to pay these pensioners, as well as those of the Army, whose claims can scarcely exceed $70,000 per annum.

The Postmaster General has already succeeded in organizing his Department to such an extent as to be in readiness to assume the direction of our postal affairs on the occurrence of the contingency contemplated by the act of March 15, 1861, or even sooner if desired by Congress. The various books and circulars have been prepared and measures taken to secure supplies of blanks, postage stamps, stamped envelopes, mail bags, locks, keys, etc. He presents a detailed classification and arrangement of his clerical force, and asks for its increase. An auditor of the Treasury for this Department is necessary, and a plan is submitted for the organization of his bureau. The great number and magnitude of the accounts of this Department require an increase of the clerical force in the accounting branch in the Treasury. The revenues of this Department are collected and disbursed in modes peculiar to itself, and require a special bureau to secure a proper accountability in the administration of its finances. I call your attention to the additional legislation required for this Department; to the recommendation for changes in the law fixing the rates of postage on newspapers, periodicals, and sealed packages of certain kinds, and specially to the recommendation of the Secretary, in which I concur, that you provide at once for the assumption by him of the control of our entire postal service.

In the military organization of the States provision is made for brigadier and major generals, but in the Army of the Confederate States the highest grade is that of brigadier general. Hence it will no doubt sometimes occur that where troops of the Confederacy do duty with the militia, the general selected for the command and possessed of the views and purposes of this Government will be superseded by an officer of the militia not having the same advantages. To avoid this contingency in the least objectionable manner I recommend that additional rank be given to the general of the Confederate Army, and concurring in the policy of having but one grade of generals in the Army of the Confederacy, I recommend that the law of its organization be amended so that the grade be that of general. To secure a thorough military education it is deemed essential that officers should enter upon the study of their profession at an early period of life and have elementary instruction in a military school. Until such school shall be established it is recommended that cadets be appointed and attached to companies until they shall have attained the age and have acquired the knowledge to fit them for the duties of lieutenants. I also call your attention to an omission in the law organizing the Army, in relation to military chaplains, and recommend that provision be made for their appointment.

In conclusion, I congratulate you on the fact that in every portion of our country there has been exhibited the most patriotic devotion to our common cause. Transportation companies have freely tendered the use of their lines for troops and supplies. The presidents of the railroads of the Confederacy, in company with others who control lines of communication with States that we hope soon to greet as sisters, assembled in convention in this city, and not only reduced largely the rates heretofore demanded for mail service and conveyance of troops and munitions, but voluntarily proffered to receive their compensation, at these reduced rates, in the bonds of the Confederacy, for the purpose of leaving all the resources of the Government at its disposal for the common defense. Requisitions for troops have been met with such alacrity that the numbers tendering their services have in every instance greatly exceeded the demand. Men of the highest official and social position are serving as volunteers in the ranks. The gravity of age and the zeal of youth rival each other in the desire to be foremost for the public defense; and though at no other point than the one heretofore noticed have they been stimulated by the excitement incident to actual engagement and the hope of distinction for individual achievement, they have borne what for new troops is the most severe ordeal—patient toil and constant vigil, and all the exposure and discomfort of active service, with a resolution and fortitude such as to command approbation and justify the highest expectation of their conduct when active valor shall be required in place of steady endurance. A people thus united and resolved cannot shrink from any sacrifice which they may be called on to make, nor can there be a reasonable doubt of their final success, however long and severe may be the test of their determination to maintain their birthright of freedom and equality as a trust which it is their first duty to transmit undiminished to their posterity. A bounteous Providence cheers us with the promise of abundant crops. The fields of grain which will within a few weeks be ready for the sickle give assurance of the amplest supply of food for man; whilst the corn, cotton, and other staple productions of our soil afford abundant proof that up to this period the season has been propitious. We feel that our cause is just and holy; we protest solemnly in the face of mankind that we desire peace at any sacrifice save that of honor and independence; we seek no conquest, no aggrandizement, no concession of any kind from the States with which we were lately confederated; all we ask is to be let alone; that those who never held power over us shall not now attempt our subjugation by arms. This we will, this we must, resist to the direst extremity. The moment that this pretension is abandoned the sword will drop from our grasp, and we shall be ready to enter into treaties of amity and commerce that cannot but be mutually beneficial. So long as this pretension is maintained, with a firm reliance on that Divine Power which covers with its protection the just cause, we will continue to struggle for our inherent right to freedom, independence, and self-government.

JEFFERSON DAVIS.

Source: The Messages and Papers of Jefferson Davis and the Confederacy, Vol. 1 (New York: Chelsea House, 1966), 81–82.

31. Richard H. Weightman: Report to President Jefferson Davis (May 20, 1861) [Excerpts]

Introduction

East of the Mississippi River, the strategic battle lines between the Union and the Confederacy were easy to discern. They were the Mississippi River corridor in Tennessee and the Washington-Richmond corridor in Virginia. Neither side had enough military resources to commit much strength to the vast territories west of the Mississippi, particularly along the frontier stretching to the Pacific Ocean. On May 20, 1861, Colonel Richard H. Weightman of the Missouri State Guards, a Confederate militia organization, wrote the following proposal to Confederate president Jefferson Davis. Weightman outlined a large-scale cavalry raid designed to capture various Union forts and outposts in the West and sever communications between California and the Northern states. Competing demands for scarce resources prevented Weightman’s scheme from being implemented. However, in December 1861 Confederate brigadier general Henry H. Sibley organized a force to invade the Arizona and New Mexico Territories. Sibley captured Santa Fe on March 23, 1862. He pushed farther west until he met stiffening Union resistance. Sibley’s defeat on March 28, 1862, at the Battle of Glorieta Pass ended the Confederate effort to expand westward. Thereafter, the Confederacy lacked the resources to make another attempt.
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MARYSVILLE, KANS., May 20, 1861.

His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, President of Confederate States of America:

SIR: I addressed you on the 16th instant a brief communication in reference to the propriety and importance of taking possession of the forts and property of the United States Government in the Northwest, and now avail myself of an opportunity of going more fully into detail on the subject. I refer to all that portion of country west of the Mississippi River to the summit of the Rocky Mountains and south of the Platte River, in Nebraska, and northern line of Missouri to the northern line of Arkansas and Texas, almost all of which is rich in agricultural and mineral resources….

Within the boundaries of this great country are the States of Missouri and Kansas. The former, being surrounded on three sides by free States, although identified in sympathy and interest with the Southern Confederacy, scarcely dare make a move toward secession in the present state of affairs. Kansas is controlled by a majority of poor, worthless, starving abolitionists, who receive their support from donations of provisions from the Northern States, which are transported through Missouri and delivered to them on the banks of the Missouri River. There is still in Kansas a strong pro-slavery element, kept in subjection to this dominant party, that will gladly unite with any movement made by the Confederate States to throw off the yoke, and will fly to arms at a moment’s warning. The question now presents itself whether all this valuable territory shall go with the North or the South. The answer depends upon the prompt action of your Government. Missouri cannot be secured to the South unless the country west of it is taken possession of and held by the Confederate States. With six regiments of cavalry from Arkansas and Texas and the forces that can be obtained from the Indian Territory, I can seize and hold Forts Laramie and Wise, and Fort Union, if necessary, and take possession of all military stores and munitions of war at the other forts in Kansas and Colorado, and will destroy what will be of no utility, establish headquarters near the Cheyenne Pass, and with the possession of Forts Laramie and Wise, cut off all communication between the Northern States and the Pacific coast; and at the same time, acting in conjunction with Missouri, can seize Forts Leavenworth and Riley, and expel from Kansas the horde of Northern vandals that now infests it, opposed to your Government, and declare Missouri, Kansas, and Colorado a part of the Confederate States of America. Also seize the daily overland express mail to California, and appropriate it to the transportation of mail and express matter to and from the Southern States only. A majority of the owners of the capital stock of this company entertain warm Southern views, and would willingly acquiesce therein.

Hoping these suggestions will meet with your approbation, I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,

F. J. MARSHALL.

I have carefully read the foregoing, and heartily indorse the suggestions therein politically and in a military point of view.

R. H. WEIGHTMAN,

Col., Comdg. Camp Holloway, Missouri State Guard.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 3.

32. Joseph Henry: Letter Regarding Lowe’s Balloon (June 21, 1861)

Introduction

During the decade prior to the Civil War, displays of balloon flight entertained crowds at popular gatherings such as state fairs. When war began, professional balloonists including Thaddeus S. C. Lowe offered their services to the U.S. military. The balloons inflated with gas and carried a small compartment, or basket, that could serve as an observation platform. Thus, the military potential was obvious. Lowe demonstrated his equipment to an evaluator, Joseph Henry, and Henry in turn sent the following endorsement to Secretary of War Simon Cameron. Subsequently, Lowe became the head of Army Aeronautics and served with the Army of the Potomac during the 1862 Peninsula Campaign in Virginia. In this capacity, Lowe became the first aerial observer in history to provide indirect artillery fire control. To accomplish this feat, Lowe, from his perch in a balloon, observed the fall of shot from an artillery piece and telegraphed corrections to the gunners so they could adjust their aim. The Army Aeronautics technology had immense potential. However, it was subject to vagaries of weather and judgment mistakes by its observers. Consequently, the potential was not exploited. Because of a quarrel with Major General Joseph Hooker, Lowe resigned his position on May 8, 1863, and his unit disbanded. From a Northern perspective this was a pity, since a balloon corps could have been very useful at places such as Gettysburg and Petersburg.
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, June 21, 1861.

Hon. SIMON CAMERON:

DEAR SIR: In accordance with your request, made to me orally on the morning of the 6th of June, I have examined the apparatus and witnessed the balloon experiments of Mr. Lowe, and have come to the following conclusions:

First. The balloon prepared by Mr. Lowe, inflated with ordinary street gas, will retain its charge for several days.

Second. In an inflated condition it can be towed by a few men along an ordinary road or over fields in ordinarily calm weather from the places where it is filled to another twenty or more miles distant.

Third. It can be let up into the air by means of a rope in a calm day to a height sufficient to observe the country for twenty miles around and more, according to the degree of clearness of the atmosphere. The ascent may also be made at night and the camp lights of the enemy observed.

Fourth. From experiments made here for the first time it is conclusively proved that telegrams can be sent with ease and certainty between the balloon and the quarters of the commanding officer.

Fifth. I feel assured, although I have not witnessed the experiment, that when the surface wind is from the east, as it was for several days last week, an observer in the balloon can be made to float nearly to the enemy’s camp (as it is now situated, to the west of us), or even to float over it, and then return eastward by rising to a higher elevation. This assumption is based on the fact that the upper strata of wind in this latitude is always flowing eastward. Mr. Lowe informs me, and I do not doubt his statement, that he will on any day which is favorable make an excursion of the kind above mentioned.

Sixth. From all the facts I have observed and the information I have gathered I am sure that important information may be obtained in regard to the topography of the country and to the position and movements of an enemy by means of the balloon, and that Mr. Lowe is well qualified to render service in this way by the balloon now in his possession.

Seventh. The balloon which Mr. Lowe now has in Washington can only be inflated in a city where street gas is to be obtained. If an exploration is required at a point too distant for the transportation of the inflated balloon, an additional apparatus for the generation of hydrogen gas will be required. The necessity of generating the gas renders the use of the balloon more expensive, but this, where important results are required, is of comparatively small importance.

For these preliminary experiments, as you may recollect, a sum not to exceed $200 or $250 was to be appropriated, and in accordance with this Mr. Lowe has presented me with the inclosed statement of items, which I think are reasonable, since nothing is charged for labor and time of the aeronaut.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOSEPH HENRY,

Secretary Smithsonian Institution.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 3, Vol. 1.

33. Abraham Lincoln: Address to Congress (July 4, 1861) [Excerpts]

Introduction

Abraham Lincoln’s opposition to the expansion of slavery prompted him to join the newly formed Republican Party in 1856. After a political career as an Illinois state legislator and U.S. congressman, Lincoln ran for U.S. senator and lost to the incumbent Stephen A. Douglas. In the famous debates leading up to that election, Lincoln set forth his moral opposition to slavery while noting his willingness to tolerate slavery’s existence in the South for the sake of preserving national unity. Following his victory as the Republican candidate for the U.S. presidency, Lincoln stated in his inaugural address his arguments against secession and his intention to exhaust all peaceful means of resolving the conflict with the South before resorting to war. President Lincoln called a special session of Congress on July 4, 1861, and delivered an address, excerpted here, in which he explained his reasons for waging war against the seceded Southern states and asked Congress to appropriate the funding for war. By calling forth patriotic symbols and articulating his goals in such plain language, Lincoln inspired not only the assembled congressmen to support the war but the public as well, as the text of the speech was widely circulated and reprinted in newspapers around the North.
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At the beginning of the present presidential term, four months ago, the functions of the Federal government were found to be generally suspended within the several states of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Florida, excepting only those of the Post Office Department.

Within these states all the forts, arsenals, dockyards, customhouses, and the like, including the movable and stationary property in and about them, had been seized and were held in open hostility to this government, excepting only Forts Pickens, Taylor, and Jefferson, on and near the Florida coast, and Fort Sumter, in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. The forts thus seized had been put in improved condition, new ones had been built, and armed forces had been organized and were organizing, all avowedly with the same hostile purpose.

The forts remaining in the possession of the Federal government in and near those states were either besieged or menaced by warlike preparations, and especially Fort Sumter was nearly surrounded by well-protected hostile batteries, with guns equal in quality to the best of its own and outnumbering the latter as perhaps ten to one. A disproportionate share of the Federal muskets and rifles had somehow found their way into these states, and had been seized to be used against the government. Accumulations of the public revenue lying within them had been seized for the same object. The Navy was scattered in distant seas, leaving but a very small part of it within the immediate reach of the government. Officers of the Federal Army and Navy had resigned in great numbers, and, of those resigning, a large proportion had taken up arms against the government. Simultaneously and in connection with all this the purpose to sever the Federal Union was openly avowed. In accordance with this purpose, an ordinance had been adopted in each of these states declaring the states respectively to be separated from the national Union. A formula for instituting a combined government of these states had been promulgated, and this illegal organization, in the character of Confederate States, was already invoking recognition, aid, and intervention from foreign powers.

Finding this condition of things and believing it to be an imperative duty upon the incoming executive to prevent, if possible, the consummation of such attempt to destroy the Federal Union, a choice of means to that end became indispensable. This choice was made and was declared in the inaugural address. The policy chosen looked to the exhaustion of all peaceful measures before a resort to any stronger ones. It sought only to hold the public places and property not already wrested from the government and to collect the revenue, relying for the rest on time, discussion, and the ballot box. It promised a continuance of the mails at government expense to the very people who were resisting the government, and it gave repeated pledges against any disturbance to any of the people or any of their rights. Of all that which a President might constitutionally and justifiably do in such a case, everything was forborne without which it was believed possible to keep the government on foot.

On the 5th of March, the present incumbent’s first full day in office, a letter of Major Anderson, commanding at Fort Sumter, written on the 28th of February and received at the War Department on the 4th of March, was by that department placed in his hands. This letter expressed the professional opinion of the writer that reenforcements could not be thrown into that fort within the time for his relief rendered necessary by the limited supply of provisions, and with a view of holding possession of the same, with a force of less than 20,000 good and well-disciplined men. This opinion was concurred in by all the officers of his command, and their memoranda on the subject were made enclosures of Major Anderson’s letter.

The whole was immediately laid before Lieutenant General Scott, who at once concurred with Major Anderson in opinion. On reflection, however, he took full time, consulting with other officers, both of the Army and the Navy, and at the end of four days came reluctantly, but decidedly, to the same conclusion as before. He also stated at the same time that no such sufficient force was then at the control of the government or could be raised and brought to the ground within the time when the provisions in the fort would be exhausted. In a purely military point of view this reduced the duty of the administration in the case to the mere matter of getting the garrison safely out of the fort.

It was believed, however, that to so abandon that position under the circumstances would be utterly ruinous; that the necessity under which it was to be done would not be fully understood; that by many it would be construed as a part of a voluntary policy; that at home it would discourage the friends of the Union, embolden its adversaries, and go far to insure to the latter a recognition abroad; that, in fact, it would be our national destruction consummated. This could not be allowed. Starvation was not yet upon the garrison, and ere it would be reached, Fort Pickens might be reenforced. This last would be a clear indication of policy, and would better enable the country to accept the evacuation of Fort Sumter as a military necessity.

An order was at once directed to be sent for the landing of the troops from the steamship Brooklyn into Fort Pickens. This order could not go by land but must take the longer and slower route by sea. The first return news from the order was received just one week before the fall of Fort Sumter. The news itself was that the officer commanding the Sabine, to which vessel the troops had been transferred from the Brooklyn, acting upon some quasi-armistice of the late administration (and of the existence of which the present administration, up to the time the order was dispatched, had only too vague and uncertain rumors to fix attention), had refused to land the troops. To now reenforce Fort Pickens before a crisis would be reached at Fort Sumter was impossible, rendered so by the near exhaustion of provisions in the latter named fort. In precaution against such a conjuncture, the government had a few days before commenced preparing an expedition, as well-adapted as might be, to relieve Fort Sumter, which expedition was intended to be ultimately used or not, according to circumstances. The strongest anticipated case for using it was now presented, and it was resolved to send it forward.

As had been intended in this contingency, it was also resolved to notify the governor of South Carolina that he might expect an attempt would be made to provision the fort, and that if the attempt should not be resisted there would be no effort to throw in men, arms, or ammunition without further notice, or in case of an attack upon the fort. This notice was accordingly given, whereupon the fort was attacked and bombarded to its fall, without even awaiting the arrival of the provisioning expedition.

It is thus seen that the assault upon and reduction of Fort Sumter was in no sense a matter of self-defense on the part of the assailants. They well knew that the garrison in the fort could by no possibility commit aggression upon them. They knew—they were expressly notified—that the giving of bread to the few brave and hungry men of the garrison was all which would on that occasion be attempted, unless themselves, by resisting so much, should provoke more. They knew that this government desired to keep the garrison in the fort, not to assail them but merely to maintain visible possession, and thus to preserve the Union from actual and immediate dissolution, trusting, as hereinbefore stated, to time, discussion, and the ballot box for final adjustment; and they assailed and reduced the fort for precisely the reverse object—to drive out the visible authority of the Federal Union, and thus force it to immediate dissolution.

That this was their object the executive well understood; and having said to them in the inaugural address, “You can have no conflict without being yourselves the aggressors,” he took pains not only to keep this declaration good but also to keep the case so free from the power of ingenious sophistry as that the world should not be able to misunderstand it. By the affair at Fort Sumter, with its surrounding circumstances, that point was reached. Then and thereby the assailants of the government began the conflict of arms, without a gun in sight or in expectancy to return their fire, save only the few in the fort, sent to that harbor years before for their own protection, and still ready to give the protection in whatever was lawful. In this act, discarding all else, they have forced upon the country the distinct issue: “Immediate dissolution or blood.”

And this issue embraces more than the fate of the United States. It presents to the whole family of man the question whether a constitutional republic, or democracy—a government of the people by the same people—can or cannot maintain its territorial integrity against its own domestic foes. It presents the question whether discontented individuals, too few in numbers to control administration according to organic law in any case, can always, upon the pretenses made in this case, or on any other pretenses, or arbitrarily without any pretense, break up their government and thus practically put an end to free government upon the earth. It forces us to ask—Is there in all republics this inherent and fatal weakness? Must a government of necessity be too strong for the liberties of its own people, or too weak to maintain its own existence?

So viewing the issue, no choice was left but to call out the war power of the government and so to resist force employed for its destruction by force for its preservation….

It might seem at first thought to be of little difference whether the present movement at the South be called “secession” or “rebellion.” The movers, however, well understand the difference. At the beginning they knew they could never raise their treason to any respectable magnitude by any name which implies violation of law. They knew their people possessed as much of moral sense, as much of devotion to law and order, and as much pride in and reverence for the history and government of their common country as any other civilized and patriotic people. They knew they could make no advancement directly in the teeth of these strong and noble sentiments. Accordingly, they commenced by an insidious debauching of the public mind. They invented an ingenious sophism, which, if conceded, was followed by perfectly logical steps through all the incidents to the complete destruction of the Union. The sophism itself is that any state of the Union may consistently with the national Constitution, and therefore lawfully and peacefully, withdraw from the Union without the consent of the Union or of any other state. The little disguise that the supposed right is to be exercised only for just cause, themselves to be the sole judge of its justice, is too thin to merit any notice.

With rebellion thus sugarcoated, they have been drugging the public mind of their section for more than thirty years, and until at length they have brought many good men to a willingness to take up arms against the government the day after some assemblage of men have enacted the farcical pretense of taking their state out of the Union who could have been brought to no such thing the day before.

This sophism derives much, perhaps the whole, of its currency from the assumption that there is some omnipotent and sacred supremacy pertaining to a state—to each state of our Federal Union. Our states have neither more nor less power than that reserved to them in the Union by the Constitution, no one of them ever having been a state out of the Union. The original ones passed into the Union even before they cast off their British colonial dependence, and the new ones each came into the Union directly from a condition of dependence, excepting Texas; and even Texas, in its temporary independence, was never designated a state. The new ones only took the designation of states on coming into the Union, while that name was first adopted for the old ones in and by the Declaration of Independence. Therein the “United Colonies” were declared to be “free and independent states”; but even then the object plainly was not to declare their independence of one another or of the Union, but directly the contrary, as their mutual pledge and their mutual action before, at the time, and afterward abundantly show.

The express plighting of faith by each and all of the original thirteen in the Articles of Confederation, two years later, that the Union shall be perpetual is most conclusive. Having never been states, either in substance or in name, outside of the Union, whence this magical omnipotence of “state rights,” asserting a claim of power to lawfully destroy the Union itself? Much is said about the “sovereignty” of the states, but the word even is not in the national Constitution, nor, as is believed, in any of the state constitutions. What is a “sovereignty” in the political sense of the term? Would it be far wrong to define it as “a political community without a political superior”? Tested by this, no one of our states, except Texas, ever was a sovereignty; and even Texas gave up the character on coming into the Union, by which act she acknowledged the Constitution of the United States and the laws and treaties of the United States made in pursuance of the Constitution to be for her the supreme law of the land.

The states have their status in the Union, and they have no other legal status. If they break from this, they can only do so against law and by revolution. The Union, and not themselves separately, procured their independence and their liberty. By conquest or purchase the Union gave each of them whatever of independence and liberty it has. The Union is older than any of the states, and, in fact, it created them as states. Originally some dependent colonies made the Union, and in turn the Union threw off their old dependence for them and made them states, such as they are. Not one of them ever had a state constitution independent of the Union. Of course it is not forgotten that all the new states framed their constitutions before they entered the Union, nevertheless dependent upon and preparatory to coming into the Union.

Unquestionably the states have the powers and rights reserved to them in and by the national Constitution; but among these surely are not included all conceivable powers, however mischievous or destructive, but at most such only as were known in the world at the time as governmental powers; and certainly a power to destroy the government itself had never been known as a governmental—as a merely administrative—power. This relative matter of national power and state rights, as a principle, is no other than the principle of generality and locality. Whatever concerns the whole should be confided to the whole—to the general government—while whatever concerns only the state should be left exclusively to the state. This is all there is of original principle about it. Whether the national Constitution in defining boundaries between the two has applied the principle with exact accuracy is not to be questioned. We are all bound by that defining without question.

What is now combated is the position that secession is consistent with the Constitution—is lawful and peaceful. It is not contended that there is any express law for it, and nothing should ever be implied as law which leads to unjust or absurd consequences….

The seceders insist that our Constitution admits of secession. They have assumed to make a national constitution of their own, in which of necessity they have either discarded or retained the right of secession, as they insist it exists in ours. If they have discarded it, they thereby admit that on principle it ought not to be in ours. If they have retained it, by their own construction of ours they show that to be consistent they must secede from one another whenever they shall find it the easiest way of settling their debts or effecting any other selfish or unjust object. The principle itself is one of disintegration and upon which no government can possibly endure.

If all the states save one should assert the power to drive that one out of the Union, it is presumed the whole class of seceder politicians would at once deny the power and denounce the act as the greatest outrage upon state rights. But suppose that precisely the same act, instead of being called “driving the one out,” should be called “the seceding of the others from that one,” it would be exactly what the seceders claim to do, unless, indeed, they make the point that the one, because it is a minority, may rightfully do what the others, because they are a majority, may not rightfully do. These politicians are subtle and profound on the rights of minorities. They are not partial to that power which made the Constitution and speaks from the Preamble, calling itself “We, the people.”

It may well be questioned whether there is today a majority of the legally qualified voters of any state, except, perhaps, South Carolina, in favor of disunion. There is much reason to believe that the Union men are the majority in many, if not in every other one, of the so-called seceded states. The contrary has not been demonstrated in any one of them. It is ventured to affirm this even of Virginia and Tennessee; for the result of an election held in military camps, where the bayonets are all on one side of the question voted upon, can scarcely be considered as demonstrating popular sentiment. At such an election all that large class who are at once for the Union and against coercion would be coerced to vote against the Union….

This is essentially a people’s contest. On the side of the Union it is a struggle for maintaining in the world that form and substance of government whose leading object is to elevate the condition of men; to lift artificial weights from all shoulders; to clear the paths of laudable pursuit for all; to afford all an unfettered start and a fair chance in the race of life. Yielding to partial and temporary departures, from necessity, this is the leading object of the government for whose existence we contend….

Our popular government has often been called an experiment. Two points in it our people have already settled—the successful establishing and the successful administering of it. One still remains: its successful maintenance against a formidable internal attempt to overthrow it. It is now for them to demonstrate to the world that those who can fairly carry an election can also suppress a rebellion; that ballots are the rightful and peaceful successors of bullets, and that when ballots have fairly and constitutionally decided, there can be no successful appeal back to bullets; that there can be no successful appeal except to ballots themselves at succeeding elections. Such will be a great lesson of peace, teaching men that what they cannot take by an election neither can they take it by a war; teaching all the folly of being the beginners of a war.


Lest there be some uneasiness in the minds of candid men as to what is to be the course of the government toward the Southern states after the rebellion shall have been suppressed, the executive deems it proper to say it will be his purpose then, as ever, to be guided by the Constitution and the laws, and that he probably will have no different understanding of the powers and duties of the Federal government relatively to the rights of the states and the people under the Constitution than that expressed in the inaugural address.

He desires to preserve the government, that it may be administered for all as it was administered by the men who made it. Loyal citizens everywhere have the right to claim this of their government, and the government has no right to withhold or neglect it. It is not perceived that in giving it there is any coercion, any conquest, or any subjugation in any just sense of those terms.

The Constitution provides, and all the states have accepted the provision, that “the United States shall guarantee to every state in this Union a republican form of government.” But if a state may lawfully go out of the Union, having done so it may also discard the republican form of government, so that to prevent its going out is an indispensable means to the end of maintaining the guaranty mentioned; and when an end is lawful and obligatory, the indispensable means to it are also lawful and obligatory.

It was with the deepest regret that the executive found the duty of employing the war power in defense of the government forced upon him. He could but perform this duty or surrender the existence of the government. No compromise by public servants could in this case be a cure; not that compromises are not often proper, but that no popular government can long survive a marked precedent that those who carry an election can only save the government from immediate destruction by giving up the main point upon which the people gave the election. The people themselves, and not their servants, can safely reverse their own deliberate decisions.

As a private citizen the executive could not have consented that these institutions shall perish; much less could he in betrayal of so vast and so sacred a trust as these free people had confided to him. He felt that he had no moral right to shrink, not even to count the chances of his own life, in what might follow. In full view of his great responsibility he has so far done what he has deemed his duty. You will now, according to your own judgment, perform yours. He sincerely hopes that your views and your action may so accord with his as to assure all faithful citizens who have been disturbed in their rights of a certain and speedy restoration to them under the Constitution and the laws.

And having thus chosen our course, without guile and with pure purpose, let us renew our trust in God and go forward without fear and with manly hearts.

Source: James D. Richardson, ed., A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents, 1789–1897, Vol. 6 (1920), 20–31.

34. Ulysses S. Grant: Personal Memoirs of U. S. Grant (Events of July 1861) [Excerpt]

Introduction

The early career of Ulysses S. Grant gave little indication of the qualities that would make him the essential victorious general of the Civil War and propel him to the presidency of the United States. A West Point graduate and combat veteran of the Mexican-American War, Grant struggled with alcoholism and repeated business failures. He volunteered for duty as the Civil War began and assumed command of the 21st Illinois Volunteers. Independent field command involves great responsibility. Not every officer is equal to the challenge. In this excerpt from his autobiography, Grant describes a formative experience as he faced the anxieties associated with independent command for only his second time. Grant had to march his regiment across 25 miles of deserted countryside where, for all he knew, the enemy might be lying in ambush. Instead, when Grant and his regiment found that the Confederates under the command of Colonel Thomas Harris had abandoned their camp in Missouri, he realized that the enemy had suffered the same anxieties that had induced his own fears. This realization taught Grant a valuable lesson. Henceforth, he showed the confidence and determination that so distinguished his conduct for the remainder of the war. Grant began writing his experiences long after the war because a failed business venture had left him destitute, and he needed to earn money. He finished his memoirs in 1885, shortly before his death from cancer. His book sold well and allowed his widow to live in comfort.

Primary Source

My sensations as we approached what I supposed might be “a field of battle” were anything but agreeable. I had been in all the engagements in Mexico that it was possible for one person to be in; but not in command. If some one else had been colonel and I had been lieutenant-colonel I do not think I would have felt any trepidation. Before we were prepared to cross the Mississippi River at Quincy my anxiety was relieved; for the men of the besieged regiment came straggling into town. I am inclined to think both sides got frightened and ran away.

I took my regiment to Palmyra and remained there for a few days, until relieved by the 19th Illinois infantry. From Palmyra I proceeded to Salt River, the railroad bridge over which had been destroyed by the enemy. Colonel John M. Palmer at that time commanded the 13th Illinois, which was acting as a guard to workmen who were engaged in rebuilding this bridge. Palmer was my senior and commanded the two regiments as long as we remained together. The bridge was finished in about two weeks, and I received orders to move against Colonel Thomas Harris, who was said to be encamped at the little town of Florida, some twenty-five miles south of where we then were.

At the time of which I now write we had no transportation and the country about Salt River was sparsely settled, so that it took some days to collect teams and drivers enough to move the camp and garrison equipage of a regiment nearly a thousand strong, together with a week’s supply of provision and some ammunition. While preparations for the move were going on I felt quite comfortable; but when we got on the road and found every house deserted I was anything but easy. In the twenty-five miles we had to march we did not see a person, old or young, male or female, except two horsemen who were on a road that crossed ours. As soon as they saw us they decamped as fast as their horses could carry them. I kept my men in the ranks and forbade their entering any of the deserted houses or taking anything from them. We halted at night on the road and proceeded the next morning at an early hour. Harris had been encamped in a creek bottom for the sake of being near water. The hills on either side of the creek extend to a considerable height, possibly more than a hundred feet. As we approached the brow of the hill from which it was expected we could see Harris’ camp, and possibly find his men ready formed to meet us, my heart kept getting higher and higher until it felt to me as though it was in my throat. I would have given anything then to have been back in Illinois, but I had not the moral courage to halt and consider what to do; I kept right on. When we reached a point from which the valley below was in full view I halted. The place where Harris had been encamped a few days before was still there and the marks of a recent encampment were plainly visible, but the troops were gone. My heart resumed its place. It occurred to me at once that Harris had been as much afraid of me as I had been of him. This was a view of the question I had never taken before; but it was one I never forgot afterwards. From that event to the close of the war, I never experienced trepidation upon confronting an enemy, though I always felt more or less anxiety. I never forgot that he had as much reason to fear my forces as I had his. The lesson was valuable.

Inquiries at the village of Florida divulged the fact that Colonel Harris, learning of my intended movement, while my transportation was being collected took time by the forelock and left Florida before I had started from Salt River. He had increased the distance between us by forty miles. The next day I started back to my old camp at Salt River bridge. The citizens living on the line of our march had returned to their houses after we passed, and finding everything in good order, nothing carried away, they were at their front doors ready to greet us now. They had evidently been led to believe that the National troops carried death and devastation with them wherever they went.

Source: Ulysses Simpson Grant, Personal Memoirs of U. S. Grant, Vol. 1 (New York: Charles L. Webster, 1885), 249–250.

35. Edward Porter Alexander: Memoir Excerpt about the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861)

Introduction

The Civil War was the first time in history that an army used a field telegraph system and also marked the first extensive use of electronic telegraphy. Edward Porter Alexander was a West Point graduate who, because of his high class ranking, had joined the U.S. Army Engineers. In 1859 he served as a West Point instructor and worked with Albert J. Myer in developing a communications system using a telegraphic alphabet with only two elements, a dot and a dash. They applied this system, called the wigwag signal system, to aerial telegraphy involving the use of signal flags. When employing the wigwag system, signalmen waved flags according to prescribed movements in order to transmit messages. Watchers recorded their movements and either passed the message to the next signal station or reported it directly to a relevant headquarters. Signalmen occupied good vantage points from where they could see and be seen. If there was no convenient high ground, they built wooden platforms. When the U.S. Signal Corps was established on June 21, 1860, Myer became its head. He was the first man in military history to undertake a job whose sole objective was communications. Georgia native Alexander offered his services to the South. At the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), Alexander served as Brigadier General Pierre G. T. Beauregard’s chief of signal service. In this excerpt from Alexander’s wartime memoirs, he describes detecting the Union effort to outflank Beauregard’s position and passing the information to headquarters. The “fine glass” he refers to is a telescope; the “stations” are signal stations. Alexander’s actions contributed greatly to the ability of the Confederates to resist the outflanking maneuver and eventually turn near defeat into victory.

Primary Source

… Every where else things were quiet. I exchanged messages with all the stations when I got Wilcoxen’s Hill & then fixed my glass on the Stone Bridge station looking for the earliest developments there.

And while looking at them, as well as I remember about 8:30 A.[M]., suddenly a little flash of light in the same field of view but far beyond them caught my eye. I was looking to the west & the sun was low in the east, & this flash was the reflection of the sun from a brass cannon in McDowell’s flanking column approaching Sudley Ford. It was about 8 miles from me in an air line & was but a faint gleam, indescribably quick, but I had a fine glass & well trained eyes, & I knew at once what it was. And careful observation also detected the glitter of bayonets all along a road crossing the valley, & I felt sure that I was “on to” McDowell’s plan & saw what was the best part of his army.

But I had heard stories about reconnoitering offers seeing a little & reporting a great deal so I determined to be very exact in my reports. First I signaled to Evans as of most immediate consequence, “look out for your left. You are flanked,” & then wrote a note for Gen Beauregard by courier as he was not near a station. I wrote this: “I see a column crossing Bull Run about 2 miles about Stone Bridge. Head of it is in woods on this side; tail of it in woods on other side. About a quarter of a mile length of column visible in the opening. Artillery forms part of it.” This message I hurried off by courier.

Source: Gary W. Gallagher, ed., Fighting for the Confederacy: The Personal Recollections of General Edward Porter Alexander (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1989), 50–51. Copyright © 1989 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by permission of the publisher.

36. Irvin McDowell: Reports on the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861)

Introduction

The first major battle of the Civil War in the East, the First Battle of Bull Run, occurred on July 21, 1861. Brigadier General Irvin McDowell commanded the Union army. McDowell was a professional soldier. He knew that his army was ill-prepared for battle. Hectored by authorities in Washington to do something, McDowell marched his 30,000-man force toward the railroad hub at Manassas Junction. Blocking his route along the banks of a creek, Bull Run, was a 20,000-man Confederate force commanded by Brigadier General Pierre G. T. Beauregard. McDowell devised an ambitious plan to outflank the Confederates on July 21, 1861. At first his plan succeeded, as Union forces enveloped the Confederate flank. But the increasingly stubborn Confederate resistance in addition to fatigue, disorganization among the green Union troops, and the arrival of significant Confederate reinforcements foiled McDowell’s plan. A determined Confederate counterattack drove the Federals from the field. At first, the Union troops retreated in order. But the retreat soon turned into a rout as soldiers abandoned their regiments and fled in terror back to Washington. This series of communications that McDowell sent to authorities in Washington document the growing tension and confusion. The Confederates were also too inexperienced and tired to capitalize on their victory and effectively pursue McDowell’s army. Still, the situation appeared so grave that President Abraham Lincoln summoned Major General George B. McClellan to Washington to assume command and restore order to the disorganized, demoralized army.
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CENTREVILLE, July 21, 1861—5.45 p.m.

We passed Bull Run. Engaged the enemy, who, it seems, had just been re-enforced by General Johnston. We drove them for several hours, and finally routed them.

They rallied and repulsed us, but only to give us again the victory, which seemed complete. But our men, exhausted with fatigue and thirst and confused by firing into each other, were attacked by the enemy’s reserves, and driven from the position we had gained, overlooking Manassas. After this the men could not be rallied, but slowly left the field. In the mean time the enemy outflanked Richardson at Blackburn’s Ford, and we have now to hold Centreville till our men can get behind it. Miles’ division is holding the town. It is reported Colonel Cameron is killed, Hunter and Heintzelman wounded, neither dangerously.

FAIRFAX COURT-HOUSE, July 21, 1861:

The men having thrown away their haversacks in the battle and left them behind, they are without food; have eaten nothing since breakfast. We are without artillery ammunition. The larger part of the men are a confused mob, entirely demoralized. It was the opinion of all the commanders that no stand could be made this side of the Potomac. We will, however, make the attempt at Fairfax Court-House. From a prisoner we learn that 20,000 from Johnston joined last night, and they march on us to-night.

FAIRFAX COURT-HOUSE, [July] 22, 1861.

Many of the volunteers did not wait for authority to proceed to the Potomac, but left on their own decision. They are now pouring through this place in a state of utter disorganization. They could not be prepared for action by to-morrow morning even were they willing. I learn from prisoners that we are to be pressed here to-night and to-morrow morning, as the enemy’s force is very large and they are elated. I think we heard cannon on our rear guard. I think now, as all of my commanders thought at Centreville, there is no alternative but to fall back to the Potomac, and I shall proceed to do so with as much regularity as possible.

IRVIN McDOWELL.

Colonel TOWNSEND.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 2, Chapter 9.

37. Alfred Waud: Drawing of the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861)

Introduction

Weekly Northern newspapers such as Harper’s Weekly and Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper published Civil War battle accounts illustrated with the drawings of artists, including Alfred Waud, William Waud, Winslow Homer, and Thomas Nast. More than 30 military artists traveled with the armies to draw eyewitness battle scenes. Southern newspapers, beset by paper shortages, could not publish as many copies or issues as the Northern papers, nor could they afford the same quantity and quality of illustrations. The newspaper publishers made woodcut engravings from the drawings, which allowed them to be mass-produced. In their haste to record the action, some artists and publishers resorted to repetition, and one can find the same faces or scenes appearing in pictures of supposedly different battles. This picture shows Colonel Ambrose E. Burnside’s brigade attacking rebel batteries on Matthews Hill during the opening phase of the First Battle of Bull Run. Burnside’s brigade spearheaded the Union effort to outflank the Confederate position along Bull Run. Alfred Waud was present on the field and made this sketch on July 21, 1861, and the New York Illustrated News published the sketch two weeks later.

Source: Library of Congress.

Primary Source
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38. George B. McClellan: Letter to His Wife (July 27, 1861) [Excerpts]

Introduction

After the defeat at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), President Abraham Lincoln summoned Major General George B. McClellan to Washington. McClellan had recently won some minor victories in western Virginia. Lincoln intended to appoint the 35-year-old West Point graduate to command the Union forces based around Washington, D.C. McClellan arrived on July 26 and attended a cabinet meeting. The deference shown to McClellan reinforced his natural sense of superiority. McClellan believed himself more knowledgeable than everyone in authority, including Lincoln. McClellan’s letter to his wife, written the day after meeting with Lincoln, demonstrates McClellan’s overly large ego. McClellan would prove to be a very able administrator, organizer, and trainer of troops. He was also very popular with his soldiers. On the battlefield, however, he failed because he was too timid. McClellan replaced Winfield Scott as general in chief, but this job proved too big and complex, given that McClellan was also preparing for a campaign directed against the Confederate capital at Richmond. After McClellan’s partial victory at Antietam (September 17, 1862), Lincoln grew impatient with him and replaced him. A lifelong Democrat, McClellan ran against Lincoln in the presidential election of 1864.
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July 27, 1861 Washington D.C. Saturday

I have been assigned to the command of a Division—composed of Depts of N. E. Va (that under MeDowell) & that of Washington (now under Mansfield)—neither of them like it much—especially Mansfield, but I think they must ere long become accustomed to it, as there is no help for it….

I find myself in a new & strange position here—Presdt, Cabinet, Genl Scott & all deferring to me—by some strange operation of magic I seem to have become the power of the land. I almost think that were I to win some small success now I could become Dictator or anything else that might please me—but nothing of that kind would please me—therefore I won’t be Dictator. Admirable self denial! I see already the main causes of our recent failure—I am sure that I can remedy these & am confident that I can lead these armies of men to victory once more. I start tomorrow very early on a tour through the lines on the other side of the river—it will occupy me all day long & a rather fatiguing ride it will be—but I will be able to make up my mind as to the state of things. Refused invitations to dine today from Genl Scott & four Secy’s—had too many things to attend to….

I will endeavor to enclose with this the “thanks of Congress” which please preserve. I feel very proud of it. Genl Scott objected to it on the ground that it ought to be accompanied by a gold medal. I cheerfully acquiesce in the Thanks by themselves, hoping to win the medal by some other action, & the sword by some other fait d’ éclat.

Source: McClellan Papers (C-7:63.D-10:72), Library of Congress.

39. Rose Greenhow: Intelligence Reports (July 31–August 9, 1861)

Introduction

When the Civil War began, neither side was ready to perform intelligence and counterintelligence activities. However, because Washington, D.C., was home to a large population of Confederate sympathizers, spy rings quickly formed. The first spy ring was directed by Rose O’Neal Greenhow, a prominent Washington socialite. She enjoyed access to government informants, including Massachusetts senator Henry Wilson, the chairman of the Military Affairs Committee. Using a secret cipher, Greenhow wrote reports and sent them via a chain of couriers that eventually led to the Confederate capital at Richmond, Virginia. Greenhow provided Brigadier General Pierre G. T. Beauregard with useful information preceding the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861). During the Bull Run Campaign, Union troops discovered incriminating information about Greenhow’s activities. Armed with this information, Allan Pinkerton, a detective in the employment of the federal government who had the assignment of establishing the U.S. Secret Service, ordered agents to watch Greenhow. The following excerpt includes four of eight copies of the reports that Greenhow sent to Confederate authorities. They were confiscated by Pinkerton in her house at the time of her arrest on August 23, 1861. Greenhow was placed under house arrest but continued to provide the South with useful information. Consequently, she was sent to Old Capital Prison until the spring of 1862, when she was released and sent South, where she received acclaim as a heroine. Pinkerton subsequently acted as Major General George B. McClellan’s chief of intelligence. In this capacity, Pinkerton produced wildly inaccurate estimates of Confederate strength that reinforced McClellan’s innate caution and thereby contributed to McClellan’s failure to bring his superior strength to bear when facing the enemy in the field. Meanwhile, as the war progressed, both sides, but particularly the North, became more adept in the field of intelligence and counterintelligence.
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All is activity. McClellan is busy night and day but the panick is great and the attack is hourly expected. They believe that the attack will be made simultaneous from Edwards Ferry and Baltimore. Every effort is being made to find out who gave the alarm. A troop of cavalry will start from here this morning to Harpers Ferry. Don’t give time for reorganizing.

We are endeavoring to effect an organization here in order to take advantage of emergencies. If possible their telegraph wires will all be simultaneously cut, and their guns spike along the Va. Side. If information of such character reaches you from the proper source we trust immediate reliance will be placed

[image: image]

There are 45,000 on Va. Side 15,000 around this City to wit—Up the river above Chain Bridge—at Tennallytown Bladensburg—across Anacostia Branch & commanding every approach to the City. If McClellan’s can be permitted to prepare he expects to surprise you but now is preparing against one. Look out for mas … batteries wherever you go. Their reliance this time is on abundance of artillery—which they have disposed formidably. At proper time an effort will be made here to cut their telegraph wires and if possible to spike their guns wherever they are left unmanned. A line of daily communication is now open through Alexandria. Send couriers … other facilities en-route & where these dispatches enter yr lines below Alex … we will endeavor … you

During the present … movements of troops and ordnance … munition has been active. Every approach to the Capitol … been and is being fortified. Great reliance is placed in their future or present plan of battle, to wit, plenty of artillery and cavalry. They are not entirely fortified now but add much to their strength and power of resistance … there are an 10,000 protecting this city. Every arrival and departure every movement in fact has been noted by eye witnesses placed at the out and inlets for such purpose … the papers do still chronicle the movements correctly as have been verified by means mentioned above … Reconn … yr lines may prove much.

Source: National Archives and Records Administration, Seized Correspondence of Rose O’Neal Greenhow collection, Record Group 59: General Records of the Department of State, 1763–2002.

40. John C. Frémont: Proclamation Freeing Slaves of Missouri (August 30, 1861)

Introduction

Because of his political influence, John C. Frémont received appointment as a major general in command of the newly created Western Department in the summer of 1861. Frémont arrived in St. Louis on July 25, 1861, to confront a confusing political-military situation. Missouri was a border state, divided in sympathy between the North and the South. On August 30 Frémont declared martial law and threatened to seize the property and free the slaves of all who resisted federal authority. This provocative step threatened to send Missouri into the Confederate ranks. In addition, it appeared to contradict President Abraham Lincoln’s stated war aims, namely that the objective was to preserve the Union, not free the slaves. Abolitionists, particularly those associated with the radical wing of the Republican Party, hailed Frémont’s actions enthusiastically. Rather than curry temporary favor, Lincoln took the sound strategic view that keeping Missouri out of the Confederacy was more important. Consequently, Lincoln ordered Frémont to modify this policy. When Frémont refused, Lincoln revoked Frémont’s emancipation proclamation. A little over one year later on September 22, 1862, Lincoln issued his own Emancipation Proclamation.
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Circumstances in my judgment are of sufficient urgency to render it necessary that the commanding General of this department should assume the administrative powers of the State. Its disorganized condition, helplessness of civil authority and the total insecurity of life, and devastation of property by bands of murderers and marauders, who infest nearly every county in the State, and avail themselves of public misfortunes, in the vicinity of a hostile force, to gratify private and neighborhood vengeance, and who find an enemy wherever they find plunder, finally demand the severest measures to repress the daily increasing crimes and outrages, which are driving off the inhabitants and ruining the State.

In this condition, the public safety and success of our arms require unity of purpose, without let or hindrance to the prompt administration of affairs. In order, therefore, to suppress disorders, maintain the public peace, and give security to the persons and property of loyal citizens, I do hereby extend and declare established martial law throughout the State of Missouri. The lines of the army occupation in this State are for the present declared to extend from Leavenworth, by way of posts of Jefferson City, Rolla, and Ironton, to Cape Girardeau on the Mississippi River. All persons who shall be taken with arms in their hands within these lines shall be tried by court-martial, and if found guilty, will be shot. Real and personal property of those who shall take up arms against the United States, or who shall be directly proven to have taken an active part with their enemies in the field, is declared confiscated to public use, and their slaves, if any they have, are hereby declared free men.

All persons who shall be proven to have destroyed, after the publication of this order, railroad tracks, bridges, or telegraph lines, shall suffer the extreme penalty of the law. All persons engaged in treasonable correspondence, in giving or procuring aid to the enemy, in fermenting turmoil, and disturbing public tranquillity, by creating or circulating false reports, or incendiary documents, are warned that they are exposing themselves.

All persons who have been led away from allegiance, are required to return to their homes forthwith. Any such absence without sufficient cause, will be held to be presumptive evidence against them. The object of this declaration is to place in the hands of military authorities power to give instantaneous effect to the existing laws, and supply such deficiencies as the conditions of the war demand; but it is not intended to suspend the ordinary tribunals of the country, where law will be administered by civil officers in the usual manner, and with their customary authority, while the same can be peaceably administered.

The commanding General will labor vigilantly for the public welfare, and, by his efforts for their safety, hopes to obtain not only acquiescence, but the active support of the people of the country.

J. C. FREMONT, Major-General Commanding.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Vol. 3 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1881).

41. Henry S. Olcott: Essay on Army Supply Fraud and the Poem “Song of the Shoddy” (September 21, 1861)

Introduction

The North depended on contractors to obtain most of its war supplies. The need to mobilize quickly for war created tempting opportunities for the contractors—who acted as middlemen by purchasing supplies from small farmers and producers and selling them to the government—to make illegal profits. War profiteering raised profound questions about the legitimacy of commercial profit during a national emergency. Almost everyone believed that cheating the government on procurement contracts was nearly a universal habit. The excerpt below, written by Colonel Henry S. Olcott, underscores this impression. He contracted malaria while serving with Major General Ambrose E. Burnside’s expedition to North Carolina (February–July 1862). Olcott recovered and spent the rest of his service with the War Department investigating fraud. The excerpt comes from a postwar essay that Olcott wrote titled “The War’s Carnival of Fraud.” During 1861 and 1862, Congress held a series of investigations into war contracting. Meanwhile, the public coined a new word, “shoddy,” to describe what was taking place. “Shoddy” was originally a technical term that described pieces of wool that were left over during textile manufacture. Some of the uniforms provided for Union soldiers had such a high component of these leftovers that they proved to be thin and fragile. A popular antiadministration newspaper, the New York Herald, started using the terms “shoddy” to describe substandard military goods and “shoddy aristocracy” to describe military contractors. In September 1861 the journal Vanity Fair published “Song of the Shoddy.” In this satirical poem, a quartermaster discovers that uniforms he has received are substandard. As time passed, the North held a series of military courts-martial to deal with corrupt contractors. In addition, administrative efficiency improved. Yet the problem remained, and in 1864 when Lincoln ran for reelection, Democrats charged that the Republican leadership was incompetent and that corruption and profiteering in the military economy were still large problems.
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The rush of men to the front left the War Office no time to be nice over details; so that, as the volume administrative business overflowed the bureau machinery for its supervision, things were in a measure, suffered to take their course. An unhealthy tone pervaded everything; speculation was the rule—conservatism the exception. We floated, on a sea of paper, in to a fool’s paradise. Contractors, bloated with the profits on shoddy, rode in emblazoned carriages, which, a little while before, they would have been glad to drive as hirelings; and vulgar faces and grimy fingers were made more vulgar and coarse with the glare of great diamonds. Intrigue held the key to the kitchen-stairs of the White House, shaped legislation, sat cheek by jowl with Congressmen, and seduced commissioned officers from the strict path of duty. Our sailors were sent to sea in ships built of green timber, which were fitted with engines good only for the junkshop, and greased with “sperm” oil derived from mossbunkers and the fat of dead horses. For one pound of necessary metals, one yard of fabric, one gallon of liquid, the price of two was paid. Our soldiers were given guns that would not shoot, powder that would only half explode, shoes of which the soles were filled with shavings, hats that dissolved often in a month’s showers, and clothing made of old cloth, ground up and fabricated over again.

In the navy yards there was a system of corrupt bargains between the public servants and contractors, under which goods of inferior quality and short of quantity were accepted as of the lawful standard and count; public property was purloined and carried off in open daylight; scores of superfluous men were quartered on the pay rolls by politicians; navy agents colluded with ring contractors to buy of them all supplies at highest market rates on an agreement for a fifteen per cent. commission, and clerks in the yards, for a consideration, would slip the pay requisitions of these ring thieves from the bottom to the top of the pile that awaited the official certificate of approval, so that they might draw their money at once, to the prejudice of honest dealers. There was no such thing as the taking of a general account of stock—not even a keeping of the accounts by double entry. The old regular officers in charge of bureaus, high toned and unsuspicious, were flattered into a fatal sense of security by subordinates bound body and soul to thieves.

In the military arsenals, the same rottenness prevailed. Here and there were to be found public servants without a moral ulcer within their breasts. But such were annoyed and hampered in the execution of duty, overridden, too, often by positive orders from superiors to receive supplies not up to army standard, and, when too obstinate, were removed to posts less desirable.

Source: Henry S. Olcott, “The War’s Carnival of Fraud,” in Annals of the War Written by Leading Participants North and South (Philadelphia: Times Publishing, 1879), 706–707.

SONG OF THE SHODDY

I.

I, Lieutenant-Colonel Graham,

Of the Twelfth, depose and say,

That the costs contractors gave us,

Were of shoddy-cloth of gray;

Badly made, and badly fashioned,

Much too large or small for men;

Only for a day we wore them,

And they came to pieces then.

Bad the buttons—bad the breeches,

Breeches only fit for mending

O the ripping! O the darning!

O the tailoring unending.

II.

I am Walker, Quarter-master,

And in telling of our clothes,

Of the general lack of buttons,

Specially I do depose.

Here were buttons badly broken;

There were buttons half sewed on;

There were coats and trowsers wholly

Without buttons—no, not one!

III.

I am Richardson, once tailor,

All these tricks are known to me;

And I swear the jackets furnished,

Worth apiece but dollars three!

And the toggery altogether,

Bagged, rotten, wretched, rifty,

Was not worth a sum exceeding

Dollars nine and pennies fifty.

IV.

Close the record! O my country!

Could it be you did intend,

Wretches draped in shameful shoddy,

To the battle-field to send!

Shoddy ripping, shoddy bursting,

Shoddy rotting in a day;

Coats with holes without the buttons,

Half of blue, and half of gray;

Coats too large and costs too little,—

Coats not fitting any body;

Jackets, overcoats and trowsers,

Made of cheap and shameful shoddy?

Regiments of gallant fellows,

In a pauper garb bedecked;

Ripping seams and jackets ripping,

Pantaloons completely wrecked?

Who then blunder’d? Who then swindled?

Let us print his blasted name!

Let us hang the suit of Shoddy

On his own dishonor’d frame!

Let us make him then betake him,

In his own contractor-clothes,

Where his service will be something,

Scaring from the corn the crows!

Source: “Song of the Shoddy,” Vanity Fair, September 21, 1861, 142.

42. Louis M. Goldsborough: Letter Warning about CSS Virginia (October 17, 1861)

Introduction

On April 16, 1861, Confederate forces occupied the Norfolk Naval Yard and found the U.S. screw steamer Merrimack burned to the waterline and scuttled. They subsequently raised the ship and used the hull as a base for a 170-foot-long wooden superstructure with sloping sides. Confederate craftsmen attached wrought-iron plates to provide armor protection and added a 10-gun battery and an iron ram. Renamed the Virginia, the ironclad was a powerful vessel. Its major weaknesses were a draft of 22 feet, unreliable engines, and poor maneuverability. Offshore in Hampton Roads, a Union blockading fleet followed the progress as the Confederates prepared the Virginia for battle. All of the Union vessels were wooden ships. Aboard one such vessel, the Minnesota, Flag Officer Louis M. Goldsborough wrote the following letter warning about the threat posed by the Confederate ironclad. The following March, the Virginia would conduct its first sortie and destroy two Union wooden ships, the Congress and the Cumberland. The Virginia would have claimed a third, the Minnesota, but when the tide turned, the water was too shallow for the Virginia. On March 9, 1862, the Confederate ironclad sortied again with the intention of destroying the Minnesota. Instead, the Union ironclad Monitor intervened, thereby producing the first ironclad duel in naval history. Goldsborough was on duty in North Carolina waters at the time and missed this encounter.
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[Confidential.] U.S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,

Hampton Roads, October 17, 1861.

SIR: I have received further minute reliable information with regard to the preparation of the Merrimack for an attack on Newport News and these roads, and I am now quite satisfied that unless her stability be compromitted by her heavy top works of wood and iron and her weight of batteries, she will, in all probability, prove to be exceedingly formidable.

The supposition of the insurgents is that she will be impregnable, and a trial of her sufficiently to resist shot of the heaviest caliber, at a short range, is to take place before she is sent out to engage us.

She is still in the dry dock at Norfolk, and yet needs a goodly quantity of iron to complete her casing, all of which is furnished from Richmond. She has her old engines on board, and they have been made to work tolerably well. They are not expected, however, I understand, to afford anything more than a moderate velocity.

On coming out, she must necessarily proceed as low down as about Sewell’s Point before she can shape her course to the westward for Newport News, and this will bring her within 3 miles of us. My present purpose is to let her get well over toward the Congress and Cumberland, off Newport News, and then to put at her with this ship and everything else that may be on hand at the time, with the view of bringing her between the fire of those ships and these, and cutting off all retreat on her part. It is understood that she is to be assisted by the two steamers now up the James River, but as they can not be made very powerful I attach no very great consequences to this intention.

Nothing, I think, but very close work can possibly be of service in accomplishing the destruction of the Merrimack, and even of that a great deal may be necessary. From what I gather, boarding is impracticable, as she can only be assailed in that way through her ports, of which she has, in all, but fourteen.

If I could be furnished with a couple of tugs, or small steamers, to attend upon the Congress and Cumberland in season, so as to tow them promptly into position in case of necessity, they might prove of very great service. It will be, I infer, at least a fortnight before the Merrimack will make her attempt, but in the meantime I could employ those tugs or steamers very advantageously in the way of guard vessels at night, dispatch and tow vessels by day, etc. On the 9th instant all attempt, no doubt, was made by the insurgents to get an infernal machine among our shipping here, but it was happily foiled by the alertness of the Lockwood, which they tried to cut off with their two tugs engaged in the nefarious business. The night was dark and boisterous. Since then, they dispatched a tug with six armed boats in tow, toward Newport News, during the night; but, after proceeding a considerable way in that direction, concluded that it was too light for their purposes. I only mention these things to show the utility of active guard steamers.

Your most obedient servant,

L. M. GOLDSBOROUGH,

Flag-Officer.

Source: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navy in the War of the Rebellion (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1897).

43. Charles Stone: Orders for the Battle of Balls Bluff (October 20 and 25, 1861)

Introduction

On October 21, 1861, Colonel Edward D. Baker, a former congressman and close friend to President Abraham Lincoln, led a force across the Potomac River near Poolesville, Maryland, upstream from Washington, D.C. A Confederate force occupying the heights of Balls Bluff ambushed Baker’s force, killed Baker, and inflicted more than 900 total losses. The inept effort followed a rash of Union military setbacks in the summer and autumn of 1861. Congress responded in December by creating the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War. The committee received broad powers to investigate any aspect of Union military affairs and possessed the power of subpoena. Because the Republican Party controlled Congress during the war, Republicans also dominated the committee by a margin of five to two. The Battle of Balls Bluff was one of the committee’s first investigations. Attention focused on the role of Baker’s commanding officer, Brigadier General Charles P. Stone. Some three and a half months after the debacle at Balls Bluff, Stone was arrested and imprisoned for 189 days without trial and without any charges being presented. Throughout this time, rumors swirled in Washington that Stone was guilty of treason, but no charges were ever presented. Stone was a Democrat, which by itself ensured the committee’s enmity. Stone’s arrest underscored the power of the committee. For the remainder of the war, the committee remained a feared body by serving officers who understood that failure on the battlefield risked public disgrace and possible arrest. Stone issued the following orders in preparation for the attempted Potomac crossing, orders that led to the encounter on Balls Bluff. The endorsement of his actions was written by Major General George B. McClellan, who was also a Democrat. At first McClellan tried to support Stone. However, when McClellan perceived that he might become a target of the Republican-dominated committee’s investigation, he stood aside. In effect, the committee had searched for a scapegoat and chose Stone, and no one had the courage to stop this miscarriage of justice. The investigation ruined Stone’s career.
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Special Orders

HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, Poolesville, October 20, 1861—10.30 p.m.

Colonel Devens will land opposite Harrison’s Island with five companies of his regiment, and proceed to surprise the camp of the enemy discovered by Captain Philbrick in the direction of Leesburg. The landing and march will be effected with silence and rapidity.

Colonel Lee, Twentieth Massachusetts Volunteers, will immediately after Colonel Devens’ departure occupy Harrison’s Island with four companies of his regiment, and will cause the four-oared boat to be taken across the island to the point of departure of Colonel Deven.

One company will be thrown across to occupy the heights on the Virginia shore after Colonel Devens’ departure to cover his return.

Two mountain howitzers will be taken silently up the tow-path, and carried to the opposite side of the island under the orders of Colonel Lee.

Colonel Devens will attack the camp of the enemy at daybreak, and, having routed them, will pursue them as far as he deems prudent, and will destroy the camp, if practicable, before returning. He will make all the observations possible on the country; will, under all circumstances, keep his command well in hand, and not sacrifice them to any supposed advantage of rapid pursuit.

Having accomplished this duty, Colonel Devens will return to his present position: unless he shall see one on the Virginia side, near the river, which he can undoubtedly hold until re-enforced, and one which can be successfully held against largely superior numbers. In such case he will hold on and report.

CHAS. P. STONE,

Brigadier General.

General Orders, No. 32

HDQRS. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, Washington, October 25, 1861.

The major-general commanding the Army of the Potomac desires to offer his thanks, and to express his admiration of their conduct, to the officers and men of the detachments of the Fifteenth and Twentieth Massachusetts, First California, and Tammany Regiments, the First U.S. Artillery, and Rhode Island Battery, engaged in the affair of Monday last near Harrison’s Island. The gallantry and discipline there displayed deserved a more fortunate result; but situated as these troops were—cut off alike from retreat and re-enforcements, and attacked by an overwhelming force, 500 against 1,700—it was not possible that the issue could have been successful. Under happier auspices such devotion will insure victory. The general commanding feels increased confidence in General Stones division, and is sure that when they next meet the enemy they will fully retrieve this check, for which they are not accountable.

By command of Major-General McClellan:

S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 5.

44. Julia Ward Howe: “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” (1861)

Introduction

Julia Ward Howe wrote the lyrics to “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” while visiting Union Army camps around Washington, D.C., in November 1861 with her husband, Massachusetts abolitionist Samuel G. Howe. Julia Howe set her new lyrics to music composed in the 1850s and originally intended for a spiritual. The original tune had become a popular marching and camp song among Union soldiers, who often substituted irreverent words such as “John Brown’s body lies a-mouldering in the grave” or “We’ll hang old Jeff Davis from a sour apple tree.” Howe hoped to provide a more inspirational song befitting the cause for which the Union soldiers fought. She published the lyrics in the Atlantic Monthly, receiving the fee of $5 from editor James T. Fields, who supposedly gave the song its name. It became an instant hit with the public and one of the most popular songs of the Civil War and remains a well-known and loved patriotic song.
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Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord,

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored,

He has loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword—

His truth is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

His truth is marching on.

I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps,

They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps;

I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps—

His day is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

His truth is marching on.

I have read a fiery gospel writ in burnish’d rows of steel,

“As ye deal with my contemners, So with you my grace shall deal”;

Let the Hero, born of woman, crush the serpent with his heel

Since God is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

His truth is marching on.

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat,

He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment-seat;

Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! be jubilant, my feet!

Our God is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

His truth is marching on.

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,

With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me:

As He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free,

While God is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

His truth is marching on.

Source: Atlantic Monthly 9(52) (February 1862): 10.

45. Abraham Lincoln: Letter to Henry Halleck Regarding the Writ of Habeas Corpus (December 2, 1861)

Introduction

In the United States, the writ of habeas corpus stemmed from ancient English law and basically prevented citizens from being arrested without due cause and held in prison without a fair trial. Habeas corpus was a cherished safeguard against tyranny. However, Article 1, Section 9, of the U.S. Constitution granted the president the power to suspend habeas corpus in the event of invasion or rebellion. President Abraham Lincoln first exercised this power on April 27, 1861. At this time, Confederate sympathizers threatened the crucial railroads linking Washington, D.C., with the rest of the North. Lincoln therefore authorized the arrest of anyone between Washington and Philadelphia suspected of subversive acts or speech. It was a dramatic, provocative step that stirred up bitter opposition. Subsequently, Lincoln selectively used his power elsewhere, as the following letter demonstrates. Missouri was a border state, divided in loyalty. On December 2, 1861, Lincoln empowered the commander of the Department of Missouri, Major General Henry W. Halleck, to suspend the writ of habeas corpus if necessary. On the Confederate side, President Jefferson Davis selectively also suspended the writ of habeas corpus, although he did not exercise this power nearly as often as Lincoln.
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Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Commanding in the Dept of Missouri:

GENERAL: As an insurrection exists in the United States and is in arms in the State of Missouri, you are hereby authorized and empowered to suspend the writ of habeas corpus within the limits of the military division under your command, and to exercise martial law as you find it necessary, in your discretion, to secure the public safety and the authority of the United States.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed, at Washington, this second day of December, A.D. 1861.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

By the President:

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 8.

46. Harry McCarthy: “The Bonnie Blue Flag” (1861)

Introduction

The catchy tune “The Bonnie Blue Flag” was first performed in theaters in Richmond, Virginia, and New Orleans, Louisiana, in 1861. Experts still debate the exact dates of the first performances and who authored the song. Many credit entertainer Harry McCarthy, who purportedly used an Irish tune “The Irish Jaunting Car” and wrote new lyrics. Those lyrics reference each of the Southern states that seceded from the Union. What is certain is that the flag itself was blue with a single white star. Some claim that the blue field was derived from the blue in the U.S. flag and that the single star represented South Carolina, the first state to secede. What is also certain is that the tune developed into a stirring Confederate marching song that rivaled in popularity “Dixie,” while many Confederate regiments, particularly in the western theater, carried a banner that they called the Bonnie Blue Flag. The flag served as an unofficial Confederate national banner before the adoption on March 4, 1861, of the more familiar stars and bars, with alternating bands of red and white and with white stars on a blue field representing the seceded states.
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We are a band of brothers, and native to the soil,

Fighting for the property we gained by honest toil;

And when our rights were threatened, the cry rose near and far:

Hurrah for the bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star!

Hurrah! hurrah! for the bonnie Blue Flag

That bears a single star.

As long as the Union was faithful to her trust,

Like friends and like brothers, kind were we and just;

But now when Northern treachery attempts our rights to mar,

We hoist on high the bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star.

First, gallant South Carolina nobly made the stand;

Then came Alabama, who took her by the hand;

Next, quickly Mississippi, Georgia, and Florida—

All raised the flag, the bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star.

Ye men of valor, gather round the banner of the right;

Texas and fair Louisiana join us in the fight.

Davis, our loved President, and Stephens, statesmen are;

Now rally round the bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star.

And here’s to brave Virginia! the Old Dominion State

With the young Confederacy at length has linked her fate.

Impelled by her example, now other States prepare

To hoist on high the bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star.

Then here’s to our Confederacy; strong we are and brave,

Like patriots of old we’ll fight, our heritage to save;

And rather than submit to shame, to die we would prefer;

So cheer for the bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star.

Then cheer, boys, cheer, raise the joyous shout,

For Arkansas and North Carolina now have both gone out;

And let another rousing cheer for Tennessee be given,

The single star of the bonnie Blue Flag has grown to be eleven!

Hurrah! hurrah! for the bonnie Blue Flag

That bears a single star.

Source: Harry McCarthy, “The Bonnie Blue Flag” (New Orleans: A. E. Blackmar and Bro., 1861).

47. Charles F. Adams: Letter to Seward (January 10, 1862)

Introduction

One possible path to ultimate victory for the Confederate States of America was via foreign intervention. American leaders recalled that France’s intervention on behalf of the rebellious colonies had been vital in winning independence from Great Britain during the American Revolutionary War. The Confederacy hoped that something similar might happen again to bring the South independence. That hope came closest to realization early in the war via the Trent Affair. On November 8, 1861, a Union warship stopped the British mail steamer Trent and removed two Confederate diplomats, James M. Mason (who as a U.S. congressman had drafted the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act) and John Slidell, who were on their way to England. This act outraged the British public. The U.S. ambassador to Great Britain, Charles F. Adams, worked frantically throughout December and January to avert war with Great Britain. Adams wrote this letter to Secretary of State William H. Seward discussing British attitudes toward the North and the possibility that Great Britain might intervene on the South’s side in the war. Seward defused the tension by releasing the two Confederate diplomats. From the Union perspective, the Trent Affair was the most serious foreign policy crisis during the entire war.
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SIR: Though not yet favored with any information from the Department respecting the course of the proceedings between the two Governments in regard to the case of the Trent at Washington I am bound to believe from what I see in the newspapers that the difference has been settled by the release of the captives.

It is with great satisfaction that I gather from the abstract of the correspondence which has been communicated by telegraph that the Government has adhered to the principle for which it has so long contended and in the recognition of which the whole civilized world will now concur. Considering the remarkable unanimity which has been shown in the judgment of the merits of this case throughout Europe the step that has been taken will meet with very general approbation. The satisfaction expressed in this city everywhere, excepting among the small society of the Confederate emissaries and the party which habitually looks to war as an attractive pastime, stands in remarkable contrast with the feelings which animated almost everybody only six weeks ago. Not many, however, have yet opened their eyes to the conviction of the fact that the apparent victory of Great Britain involves in reality the necessary surrender of one of her most odious assumptions of power over the ocean. In this light it is not difficult to comprehend the policy of France which sacrifices no consistency whilst it more surely places a new ligature around the maritime supremacy of its great rival.

A consequence of this result is probably a continuance of the mission with which the Government has honored me for some time longer. But the questions immediately arise how long and under what promise of future usefulness? In order to answer these it is necessary to take a brief survey of the ground we occupy. Parliament is summoned to assemble for the dispatch of business on the 6th of February. I have reason to believe that arrangements predicated upon a particular contingency had been made to bring on an early discussion of the American difficulty with a view to press a direct interference with the blockade and a recognition of the Confederate States. I regret to learn that the first of these measures has found favor in some quarters from which I had hoped better things. The only question to consider is whether the settlement of the case of the Trent will have much effect in altering the presentation of the programme or in preventing its adoption.

It is too early to determine what may be the degree of the reaction in popular opinion but there is no reason to doubt it will be considerable. Besides which the position of the ministry has been so much fortified by its success as to place its continuance at least for another year almost beyond doubt. It will therefore be in a situation to act with firmness and independence should it be inclined to resist any hasty movements. Whether that inclination does or does not exist is the problem. If I were to judge from the temper shown in certain presses believed to be prompted by the prime minister I should augur a very unfavorable result. On the other hand I think I had a right to infer from the language of Lord Russell in our very latest conference that there was no disposition to embarrass us so long as there was a reasonable prospect of our success. Besides this so marked has been the late development of a disinclination to a war with the United States among the quiet and religious citizens of the middle classes, and particularly when its practical effect would be the establishment of a slave-holding oligarchy with which they have no sympathy whatever, that any policy entered into with an apparent desire to revive that measure for the benefit of the latter would scarcely meet with a second response like the last. From all these considerations I am inclined to conclude that without the occurrence of any new disturbing matter the probabilities are rather in favor of the continuance of diplomatic relations for some time to come.

Yet so doubtful do I regard it that I cannot help wishing for the occurrence of some decisive event in the war which would completely turn the current of opinion in our favor. It is not for me to interfere in any manner with the course of the operations in the field. I am well aware of the difficulties in the way of action and entertain too lively a recollection of the consequences of the disaster at Bull Run to favor precipitation anywhere. At the same time I cannot fail to perceive the force of the argument constantly pressed here in a community which measures military results by the sole standard of success of the apparent inability to command it. I feel that one clear victory at home might perhaps save us a foreign war, and so feeling it can scarcely be wondered at if I look forward to it with more than ordinary anxiety. An advance into the rebellious States would be as productive of sensible results in Parliament here as on the spot itself, whilst a decided triumph would put a more effective stop to Confederate operations in England than all the labors of orators and statesmen and philosophers of both countries combined.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 2, Vol. 2 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1897), 1168–1169.

48. Ulysses S. Grant: Demand for Surrender (February 16, 1862)

Introduction

The war in the western theater depended upon the control of the major rivers. The Confederates sought to control the rivers by building forts along the shore. The Union sought to capture these forts with land forces acting together with naval forces. In February 1862, Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant’s Army of the Tennessee, with 25,000 men, invested Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River. Fifteen thousand Confederates held the fort. On February 14, Union ironclads conducted a failed bombardment of Fort Donelson. The next day, the Confederates launched a breakout attempt. The surprise assault struck the unprotected Union right flank and almost achieved victory. However, Grant hurried to the scene in time to rally his troops and drive the rebels back into their fortifications. On February 16 the Confederate commander, Brigadier General Simon B. Buckner, asked Grant for surrender terms. The two officers had been prewar friends. Regardless, Grant penned the following terse reply, thereby compelling some 11,500 Confederates to surrender along with 40 artillery pieces. At this time, the North badly needed a hero. When newspaper reporters wrote that Grant’s initials stood for “Unconditional Surrender,” the Union celebrated by making Grant that hero. It was a status that would be rudely shaken during Grant’s next campaign at Shiloh in April 1862. However, during the battle for Fort Donelson, Grant displayed a will to victory, a stubborn determination that characterized his leadership throughout the war.
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SIR: Yours of this date, proposing armistice and appointment of commissioners to settle terms of capitulation, is just received. No terms except unconditional and immediate surrender can be accepted. I propose to move immediately upon your works.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

U.S. GRANT, Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 7, Part 1, 161.

49. Union Correspondence Regarding the Monitor versus the Virginia (March–May 1862)

Introduction

On April 16, 1861, Confederate forces occupied the Norfolk Navy Yard and found the U.S. screw steamer Merrimack burned to the waterline and scuttled. They subsequently raised the ship and used the hull as a base for a 170-foot-long wooden superstructure with sloping sides. Confederate craftsmen attached wrought-iron plates to provide armor protection and added a 10-gun battery and an iron ram. Renamed the Virginia, the ironclad was a powerful vessel. On March 9, 1862, the Confederate ironclad sortied again with the intention of destroying a Union ship that it had driven aground in shallow water. Instead, the Union ironclad Monitor intervened, thereby producing the first ironclad duel in naval history. The Monitor was a completely new concept for naval design, incorporating numerous novel technologies including a revolving armored turret. Although armed with only 2 guns, the Monitor was much more nimble and thus was able to evade the bigger Virginia while still blocking its efforts to attack vulnerable U.S. Navy wooden ships that were nearby. The battle was a tactical draw, as neither vessel inflicted serious damage on the other. However, the battle proved to be a strategic Union success because the Monitor’s presence thwarted future sorties by the Virginia and relieved concerns that it might destroy the Union fleet and then proceed to attack coastal cities, including Washington, D.C. The following correspondence tracks reports about the first encounter between the ironclads. Observing events from a distance was Major General George B. McClellan, the commander of the Union Army of the Potomac. McClellan wanted to move his army by sea to Fort Monroe, at the eastern tip of the Virginia Peninsula, and then conduct a drive toward the Confederate capital at Richmond. He worried that the Virginia would prevent this movement. The Monitor enabled him to proceed with his plan, and he began moving his forces on March 17, 1862.
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FORT MONROE, VA., March 9, 1862—10.45 p.m.

Major-General McCLELLAN,

Washington, D.C.:

Your telegram to Major-General Wool received. The performance of the Monitor to-day against the Merrimac shows a slight superiority in favor of the Monitor, as the Merrimac was forced to retreat to Norfolk after a four hours’ engagement, at times the vessels touching each other. The damage to the Merrimac cannot be ascertained. She retreated under steam without assistance.

The Monitor is all ready for her tomorrow, but I think the Merrimac may be obliged to lay up for a few days. She is an ugly customer, and it is too good luck to believe we are yet clear of her. Our hopes are upon the Monitor, and this day’s work shows that the Merrimac must attend to her alone. Have ordered the large frigates to leave.

G. V. FOX,

Assistant Secretary.

FAIRFAX COURT-HOUSE, March 12, 1862.

G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy:

The possibility of the Merrimac appearing again paralyzes the movements of this army by whatever route is adopted. How long a time would it require to complete the vessel built at Mystic River, working night and day? How long would Stevens require to finish his vessel, so far as to enable her to contend with the Merrimac? If she is uninjured, of course no precaution would avail, and the Monitor must be the sole reliance. But if injured so as to require considerable repairs, these things are important to be considered. The General would desire any suggestion of your own on this subject.

By order of Major-General McClellan:

J. G. BARNARD,

Chief Engineer.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, March 13, 1862.

Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN,

Fairfax Court-House:

The Monitor is more than a match for the Merrimac, but she might be disabled in the next encounter. I cannot advise so great dependence upon her. Burnside and Goldsborough are very strong for the Chowan River route to Norfolk, and I brought up maps, explanations, &c., to show you. It turns everything, and is only 27 miles to Norfolk by two good roads. Burnside will have New Berne this week. The Monitor may, and I think will, destroy the Merrimac in the next fight, but this is hope, not certainty. The Merrimac must dock for repairs.

G. V. FOX.

FORT MONROE, May 11, 1862.

P. H. WATSON,

Assistant Secretary of War:

The Merrimac was blown up by the rebels at two minutes before 5 o’clock this morning. She was set fire to about 3 o’clock, and the explosion took place at the time stated. It is said to have been a grand sight by those who saw it. The Monitor, Stevens, and the gunboats have gone up toward Norfolk.

EDWIN M. STANTON,

Secretary of War.

[Similar dispatch to McClellan.]

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 14.

50. Jefferson Davis: “To the House of Representatives” (March 25, 1862)

Introduction

The North enjoyed a huge naval advantage over the South. Whereas Northern mills and foundries produced the materials to build a large fleet of modern vessels, the South lacked the armor and engines to complete more than a handful of ironclads. Unable to match the North’s construction program, the South turned to poor man’s stopgaps including marine mines, which during the Civil War were called torpedoes. The Confederates developed two types of marine torpedoes: one detonated when a vessel contacted it, and the other was set off by an electric current through a wire transmitted by a shore-based operator. Soldiers and sailors deployed these torpedoes to protect important harbors such as Charleston, South Carolina, and Mobile, Alabama. In the spring of 1862 when Confederate president Jefferson Davis sent the following letter to his House of Representatives, no one knew how well the torpedoes would work, particularly against Union ironclads. Over time they would prove very effective. On December 12, 1862, the Union ironclad Cairo detonated a torpedo and sank while operating in the Yazoo River above Vicksburg, Mississippi. It was the first time in the history of warfare that a naval mine sank an armored vessel. During the remainder of the war, Confederate torpedoes sank more Union warships than any other cause.
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Executive Department,

Richmond, Va., March 25, 1862.

To the House of Representatives of the Confederate States.

In answer to your resolution of the 21st instant, calling upon the President for information in regard to the protection of our principal cities from iron-plated vessels by means of obstructions and submarine batteries, and whether any additional appropriations are needed for these objects, I have to state generally that the channels of approach to our principal cities have been and are being obstructed according to the means at hand; that submarine batteries have been and are being prepared, and that no additional appropriations for these objects are considered to be needed. Until recently the character of the enemy’s iron-plated vessels was not well enough known to arrange obstructions specially for them, but the same principle obtains and the obstructions already prepared can be strengthened when necessary. For the want of insulated wire w[e] are deprived of that class of submarine batteries exploded at will by electricity, which promises the best result. Experiments upon several kinds of such are as exploded by impact have been in progress since an early period of the war. These torpedoes can be rendered harmless by the enemy in most cases by setting adrift floating bodies to explode them, as is said to have been done on the Mississippi River, and as they cannot be put in place so long as all the channels are required for use by our own boats no great degree of importance is attached to them. They may serve, however, to gain time by making the enemy more cautious; and most of our seacoast defenses have already received, or will as soon as practicable receive, a certain supply of them.

Jeff’n Davis.

Source: James D. Richardson, The Messages and Papers of Jefferson Davis and the Confederacy, Vol. 1 (Nashville: United States Publishing, 1905), 204–205.

51. Albert Sidney Johnston and Jefferson Davis: Correspondence before the Battle of Shiloh (April 3 and 4, 1862)

Introduction

Following his capture of Fort Donelson on February 16, 1862, Major General Ulysses S. Grant moved his army up the Tennessee River to Pittsburg Landing. Here his army made camp and spent its time drilling. Neither Grant nor any other Union soldier expected to be attacked. Grant’s advance compelled Confederate general Albert S. Johnston to abandon most of central Tennessee. To retrieve the situation, President Jefferson Davis adopted a plan that stripped forces defending secondary places, including Mobile and New Orleans, and concentrated them in western Tennessee under Johnston’s command. Johnston planned to attack Grant before he could be reinforced by the army commanded by Major General Don Carlos Buell. Johnston outlined his plan in a telegram to Davis. Davis, in turn, understood that Johnston’s plan hinged on two factors: surprise and striking before Buell united with Grant. Davis replied to Johnston with an eve-of-battle telegram. At 6:00 a.m. on April 6, 1862, approximately 40,000 Confederates launched a surprise attack that caught Grant’s 33,000 men unprepared in camp. Although the assault swept the Union troops from their camps, poor tactics coupled with inexperience allowed Grant to hold on until nightfall, at which time reinforcements from Buell began to arrive. Johnston died while riding along his front lines.
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APRIL 3, 1862.

The PRESIDENT, Richmond:

General Buell is in motion, 30,000 strong, rapidly from Columbia by Clifton to Savannah; Mitchel behind him with 10,000. Confederate forces, 40,000, ordered forward to offer battle near Pittsburg. Division from Bethel, main body from Corinth, reserve from Burnsville converge to-morrow near Monterey. On Pittsburg, Beauregard second in command; Polk, left; Hardee, center; Bragg, right wing; Breckinridge, reserve. Hope engagement before Buell can form junction.

A. S. JOHNSTON.

General A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON,

Corinth, Miss.:

Your dispatch of yesterday received. I hope you will be able to close with the enemy before his two columns unite. I anticipate victory.

Brigadier-generals have been recently appointed; among them Bowen. Do you require others?

JEFFERSON DAVIS.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 10, Part 2 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1881), 387, 394.

52. Albert Sidney Johnston: Proclamation before the Battle of Shiloh (April 3, 1862)

Introduction

Throughout military history, army commanders have often issued proclamations to their soldiers on the eve of battle. These proclamations sought to encourage the soldiers to feats of valor. In April 1862 the South relied on General Albert Sidney Johnston to conduct an attack against Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s army at Pittsburg Landing, on the banks of the Tennessee River. Johnston’s plan hinged on two factors: surprise and striking before a second Union army commanded by Major General Don Carlos Buell united with Grant. On April 3, 1862, Johnston issued the following proclamation to his soldiers. It is typical of the type of exhortation that Civil War generals often delivered before a battle. Johnston was a charismatic leader. On the morning of April 6, he ordered the attack to begin. Mounting his horse, he predicted to his staff that “Tonight we will water our horses in the Tennessee River.” Although the assault swept the Union troops from their camps, poor tactics coupled with inexperience allowed Grant to hold on until nightfall, at which time reinforcements from Buell began to arrive. Johnston died while riding along his front lines. Confederate president Jefferson Davis later observed that “When Sidney Johnston fell, it was the turning point of our fate; for we had no other to take up his work in the West.”
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, Corinth, Miss., April 3, 1862.

Soldiers of the Army of the Mississippi:

I have put you in motion to offer battle to the invaders of your country. With the resolution and disciplined valor becoming men fighting, as you are, for all worth living or dying for, you can but march to a decisive victory over the agrarian mercenaries sent to subjugate and despoil you of your liberties, property, and honor. Remember the precious stake involved; remember the dependence of your mothers, your wives, your sisters, and your children on the result; remember the fair, broad, abounding land, the happy homes, and the ties that would be desolated by your defeat.

The eyes and the hopes of eight millions of people rest upon you. You are expected to show yourselves worthy of your race and lineage; worthy of the women of the South, whose noble devotion in this war has never been exceeded in any time. With such incentives to brave deeds and with the trust that God is with us, your general will lead you confidently to the combat, assured of success.

A. S. JOHNSTON,

General.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 10, Part 2 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1881), 389.

53. Elisha Stockwell: Memoir Excerpt about the Battle of Shiloh (1862)

Introduction

Following his capture of Fort Donelson on February 16, 1862, Major General Ulysses S. Grant moved his army up the Tennessee River to Pittsburg Landing. Here his army made camp and spent its time drilling. Neither Grant nor any other Union soldier expected to be attacked. At 6:00 a.m. on April 6, 1862, approximately 40,000 Confederates launched a surprise attack that caught Grant’s 33,000 men unprepared in camp. Among those soldiers was Private Elisha Stockwell Jr. At age 15, Stockwell responded to President Abraham Lincoln’s call for volunteers by enlisting in the 14th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. The Battle of Shiloh was Stockwell’s first battle. As in most Civil War battles, wooded terrain restricted lines of sight. Stockwell describes firing at the Confederates, whom he can detect only by the puffs of smoke from their rifled muskets. Stockwell received two wounds and retired from the fighting line to seek medical assistance. He later recovered and served out the war. On the first day of the Battle of Shiloh, Grant’s army came very near to defeat. It endured by dint of hard fighting and the fact that Grant refused to accept defeat. On April 7 after receiving considerable reinforcements, the Union army counterattacked and drove the Confederates from the field. Although Grant must be blamed for allowing his army to be surprised by the Confederate attack on April 6, to his credit he maintained his balance, displaying the will to victory and the stubborn determination that characterized his leadership throughout the war. The following excerpt begins as the 14th Wisconsin advances to meet the Confederates.
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We had lost all formation, and were rushing down the road like a mob. When we got to the foot of the hill, there was a small stream of water from the rain of the night before. We stopped there and I got behind a small tree. I could see the little puffs of smoke at the top of the hill on the other side some forty rods from us, and I shot at those puffs. The brush was so thick I couldn’t see the Rebs, but loaded and fired at the smoke until a grape shot came through the tree and knocked me flat as I was putting the cap on m[y] gun. I thought my arm was gone, but I rolled on my right side and looked at my arm and couldn’t see anything wrong with it, so got to my feet with gun in my hands and saw the Rebs coming down hill just like we had.

The road was full for several rods, and I shot for the middle of the crowd and began loading. But as they were getting so close, I looked behind me to see what the rest were doing. I saw the colors going out of sight over the hills, and only two of our men in sight. As I stared to run, I heard several shout, “Halt!” But I knew it was the Rebs, and I hadn’t any thought of obeying them. I don’t think they were over six rods from me. I didn’t think they might kill me, but dreaded to be taken prisoner.

The ground looked queer, as though it was boiling, but I didn’t think what the cause was until afterwards. I saw a line of men to my left going the same way I was, and some ahead of me. At that instant the bullet cut across my right shoulder, and it burned like a red hot iron. My first thought was my clothes were afire, and I grabbed it with my left hand, and turned my face to the right. I saw John Rhodus behind a big tree and laughing as though he saw something funny, which riled my temper, but I didn’t have time to argue with him.

I was going all this time, and I began to realize that the Rebs were shooting at me. I didn’t see anything more until I got to the top of the hill. (It couldn’t be called a hill, but was quite an up grade.) There I saw the regiment forming in line, the officers hollering, “Fall in! Fall in!” I took my place in the front rank and my left arm began to come to its feeling. It hurt me quite bad and I was trying to raise it up, but couldn’t raise it to my head. I thought, “What will I do if we get to fighting with the bayonet,” as I supposed we were about to do.

At that moment the lieutenant touched me on the shoulder and asked what was the matter. I showed him where the canister shot had hit my arm. It was half-way between the elbow and shoulder, had burned the wool on my blouse down to the threads and showed plain as long as I had it, which was several months. The boys said I ought to send it home, but someone took it out of my tent, and I never saw it again.

The lieutenant told me to get behind a tree or stump until they made that charge, and then go to the Landing. I was as tickled as a boy let out of school. I got behind a stump, but hadn’t been there but a moment when a man from another company came along and asked me if I could help him back. He was wounded in the foot—looked like it was quite bad. So I helped him back to the ambulance, and I went on to the Landing alone.

Source: Byron R. Abernethy, ed., Private Elisha Stockwell, Jr. Sees the Civil War (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1958), 19–21. Used by permission of the publisher.

54. Henry Villard: Reporter’s Account of the Battle of Shiloh (1862)

Introduction

Following his capture of Fort Donelson on February 16, 1862, Major General Ulysses S. Grant moved his army up the Tennessee River to Pittsburg Landing. Here his army made camp and spent its time drilling. Neither Grant nor any other Union soldier expected to be attacked. At 6:00 a.m. on April 6, 1862, approximately 40,000 Confederates launched a surprise attack that caught Grant’s 33,000 men unprepared in camp. On the first day of the Battle of Shiloh, Grant’s army came very near to defeat. The Confederate attack almost reached Pittsburg Landing. The army endured by dint of hard fighting and the fact that Grant refused to accept defeat. However, many dispirited soldiers left the front lines to take shelter around the landing. These were the men first seen by Henry Villard, a war correspondent who worked for the Cincinnati Commercial and the New York Tribune. Villard had accompanied Major General Don Carlos Buell’s army on its march to join Grant. On the afternoon of April 6, the first elements of Buell’s army arrived on the bank of the Tennessee River across from Pittsburg Landing. Steamers carried a brigade of Brigadier General William Nelson’s division across the river to the landing. They pushed through the mob of demoralized soldiers, climbed the bluff, and helped stabilize the Union position as night fell. On April 7 after the balance of Buell’s army arrived, the Union forces counterattacked and drove the Confederates from the field, thus making the Battle of Shiloh one of the most important Union victories of the war. Villard continued, with some interruptions, as a war correspondent and subsequently published his memoirs. The following excerpt relates his arrival at Pittsburg Landing.
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We had not proceeded very far when we began to notice numbers of soldiers on the west bank, and became satisfied that they were skulkers from the fight. More and more of them came in sight, and when we were still some distance from our destination they had increased to frequent and thick crowds. But, as our boat turned towards the Landing, we saw before us a dense mass apparently numbering thousands. I was standing with Captain Fry, the chief of staff, on the upper deck, and, appalled at the sight, exclaimed to him: “Oh, heavens! Captain, here is Bull Run all over again!” We heard the unbroken roar of artillery as we steamed up, and, as we neared the scene of the struggle, the sounds of rapid musketry discharges also became distinct, and we could see the flight of shells from the heavy guns of the two Union gunboats in position just above the Landing. We shuddered when we perceived ball after ball from rebel guns fall on the top of the very bluff under which the multitude of fugitives had sought shelter—unmistakable, distressing evidence of the nearness of the enemy. Our first impression could not be other than that the rebels had swept Grant’s forces from the field, and that those who had not been killed, wounded, or captured were cowering before us, awaiting their inevitable fate.

On landing, we were met by an overwhelming confirmation of our apprehensions. We found ourselves, indeed, amid an immense, panic-stricken, uncontrollable mob. There were between seven and ten thousand men, of all arms and of all ranks, from field officers downward, all apparently entirely bereft of soldierly spirit, with no sense of obedience left, and animated by the sole impulse of personal safety. A number of officers, mounted and on foot, were making strenuous efforts to re-form the disorganized and demoralized throng; but neither exhortations, orders, adjurations nor threats produced any effect. General Buell brought his authority into play, but was no more obeyed than the others. Nothing availed against the increasing fright caused by the rebel balls and bullets that now began to fall among the crowd, killing several. At this critical moment, hope was revived by the landing of Colonel Ammen’s brigade of the Fourth Division, brought over by boat from the opposite bank. It was accompanied by General Nelson himself. With that Jupiter head on his herculean figure, mounted on a heavy charger, he looked the personification of Orlando Furioso, as he rode up through the packed crowds, waving his hat and shouting: “Fall in, boys, fall in and follow me. We shall whip them yet.” Finding this did no good, he drew his sword and commenced belaboring the poltroons around him, berating them at the same time with his stentorian voice, in language more forcible than polished. His extraordinary swearing indicated plainly that he had had great practice in that sort of admonition on the quarter-deck. Finding that this method also availed nothing, he applied to General Buell, who had waited for him at the Landing, for permission to drive the stragglers back at the point of the bayonet, and, if they resisted, to fire on them. But he was not allowed to resort to extreme measures.

Buell, without wasting time in trying to find Grant, as immediate action was necessary to prevent the enemy from reaching the river, joined Nelson in leading Ammen’s brigade up the bluff. On reaching the plateau, it found itself directly under the fire of the hostile artillery. It was then between five and six o’clock, and the light was fast giving way to darkness. Two regiments of the brigade, the Sixth Ohio and the Thirty-sixth Indiana, were at once deployed and pushed forward. Their vigorous advance caused the rebel guns to retreat. They came close enough to the rebels in front to exchange several volleys with them. Their advance, together with the enfilading fire of the gun-boats, checked the enemy. Night put an end to the battle.

Source: Memoirs of Henry Villard, Journalist and Financier, 1835–1900, Vol. 1 (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1904), 243–245.

55. Braxton Bragg: Message to Beauregard (April 8, 1862)

Introduction

Following his capture of Fort Donelson on February 16, 1862, Major General Ulysses S. Grant moved his army up the Tennessee River to Pittsburg Landing. Here his army made camp and spent its time drilling. Neither Grant nor any other Union soldier expected to be attacked. At 6:00 a.m. on April 6, 1862, approximately 40,000 Confederates under the command of General Albert S. Johnston launched a surprise attack that caught Grant’s 33,000 men unprepared in camp. Although the assault swept the Union troops from their camps, poor tactics coupled with inexperience allowed Grant to hold on until nightfall, at which time reinforcements from a second Union army, commanded by Major General Don Carlos Buell, began to arrive. Johnston died while riding along his front lines. His second-in-command, General Pierre G. T. Beauregard, replaced him. On April 7 Buell’s fresh forces spearheaded a Union counterattack that slowly drove the Confederates from the field, thereby making the Battle of Shiloh a Union victory. The Union forces lost 13,047 men, while the Confederates suffered 10,694 casualties. The Confederate army retreated to Corinth, Mississippi. The following message, written by Major General Braxton Bragg, describes conditions along the line of retreat. It is an uncharacteristically candid message, showing a defeated general’s demoralization and exhaustion. Bragg’s message also highlights how defeated armies, particularly early in the war, could fall apart as they retreated. They were also vulnerable to pursuit, but throughout the war it proved difficult for generals on either side to conduct vigorous pursuits of a defeated foe. In large part this was because battles were so hard-fought that they left both sides badly hurt and exhausted. This proved to be the case on April 8, when a pursuing Union force was stopped by a Confederate rear guard commanded by Colonel Nathan B. Forrest. Forrest’s successful rearguard action allowed the balance of the Confederate army to escape unmolested.
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THREE MILES ON ROAD FROM MICKEY’S TO CORINTH, April 8, 1862—7.30 a. m.

[General BEAUREGARD:]

MY DEAR GENERAL: Our condition is horrible. Troops utterly disorganized and demoralized. Road almost impassable. No provisions and no forage; consequently everything is feeble. Straggling parties may get in to-night. Those in rear will suffer much. The rear guard, Breckinridge commanding, is left at Mickey’s in charge of wounded, &c. The enemy, up to daylight, had not pursued. Have ordered Breckinridge to hold on till pressed by the enemy, but he will suffer for want of food. Can any fresh troops, with five days’ rations, be sent to his relief?

It is most lamentable to see the state of affairs, but I am powerless and almost exhausted.

Our artillery is being left all along the road by its officers; indeed I find but few officers with their men.

Relief of some kind is necessary, but how it is to reach us I can hardly suggest, as no human power of animal power could carry empty wagons over this road with such teams as we have.

Yours, most truly,

BRAXTON BRAGG.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 10, Part 2 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1881), 398–399.

56. Jefferson Davis: Proclamation Suspending Habeas Corpus (April 8, 1862)

Introduction

In the United States, the writ of habeas corpus stemmed from ancient English law and basically prevented citizens from being arrested without due cause and held in prison without a fair trial. Habeas corpus was a cherished safeguard against tyranny. However, Article 1, Section 9, of the U.S. Constitution granted the president the power to suspend habeas corpus in the event of invasion or rebellion. President Abraham Lincoln first exercised this power on April 27, 1861. The Confederate Constitution was based on the U.S. Constitution, so Confederate president Jefferson Davis also possessed this power. In the following proclamation, Davis announces the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus in eastern Tennessee. Major General Edmund Kirby Smith commanded the Confederate Department of East Tennessee, with headquarters in Knoxville. The region had many Union sympathizers, some of whom conducted sporadic guerrilla warfare against the Confederates. Their disloyalty to the Confederacy prompted Davis’s action. Eastern Tennessee was important to the Confederacy because an east-west rail line ran through Knoxville and on to Chattanooga and parts west and was important to the Union because Lincoln badly wanted to free, as he saw it, the Union loyalists from the Confederate yoke. Consequently, the region remained contested until the spring of 1864, when the Union finally gained control.
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GENERAL ORDERS,

WAR DEPARTMENT, A. AND I. G. O.,

No. 21. Richmond, April 8, 1862.

I. The following proclamation is published for the information of all concerned:

PROCLAMATION.

By virtue of the power vested in me by law to declare the suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, I, Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States of America, do proclaim that martial law is hereby extended over the Department of East Tennessee, under the command of Major-General E. K. Smith; and I do proclaim the suspension of all civil jurisdiction (with the exception of that enabling the courts to take cognizance of the probate of wills, the administration of the estates of deceased persons, the qualification of guardians to enter decrees and orders for the partition and sale of property, to make orders concerning roads and bridges, to assess county levies, and to order the payment of county dues), and the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus in the department aforesaid.

In faith whereof I have hereunto signed my name and set my seal this eighth day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two.

JEFFERSON DAVIS.

[SEAL.]

II. Major-General E. K. Smith, commanding the Department of East Tennessee, is charged with the due execution of the foregoing proclamation. He will forthwith establish an efficient military police, and will enforce the following orders:

All distillation of spirituous liquors is positively prohibited, and the distilleries will forthwith be closed. The sale of spirituous liquors of any kind is also prohibited, and establishments for the sale thereof will be closed.

III. All persons infringing the above prohibition will suffer such punishment as shall be ordered by the sentence of a court-martial; provided that no sentence to hard labor for more than on month shall be inflicted by the sentence of a regimental court-martial, as directed by the sixty-seventh Article of War.

By command of the Secretary of War:

S. COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector General.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 10, Part 2 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1881), 402.

57. Conscription Acts (April 16, 1862, and March 3, 1863)

Introduction

The enormous manpower demands of the Civil War led both sides to institute a nationwide draft, the first in U.S. history. The thinly stretched Confederacy acted first, on April 16, 1862. Although public support for the war was strong in the South, this law met with mixed reactions, in part because it was subject to a series of exemptions for wealthy slave owners and in part because a nationwide draft seemed to override traditional states’ rights positions whereby the states would raise their own troop levies. By early 1864, the Confederate draft extended to men from ages 17 to 50. As the war ground on, governors in the Northern states were unable to raise sufficient numbers of volunteer troops, so on March 3, 1863, a joint session of the U.S. Congress passed the hotly debated Enrollment Act authorizing nationwide conscription. This act permitted the hiring of substitutes or payment of $300 for an exemption, thus giving the wealthy a legal way to avoid service. On June 15, 1863, three months after passage of the Enrollment Act, President Abraham Lincoln issued a call for 100,000 troops to counter a feared invasion of the North. So controversial was the draft that riots broke out in several locations—most notably in New York City—during the month of July 1863. In both the North and the South, draft evasion was rampant, particularly in the war’s later years when Southerners perceived that they were losing the war and everyone on both sides understood the war’s fearful carnage.

Primary Source

Confederate Conscription Act, April 16, 1862

AN ACT TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE PUBLIC DEFENCE

Preamble.

In view of the exigencies of the country, and the absolute necessity of keeping in the service our gallant army, and of placing in the field a large additional force to meet the advancing columns of the enemy now invading our soil: Therefore

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the President be, and he is hereby authorized to call out and place in the military service of the Confederate States, for three years, unless the war shall have been sooner ended, all white men who are residents of the Confederate States, between the ages of eighteen and thirty-five years at the time the call or calls may be made, who are not legally exempted from military service. All of the persons aforesaid who are now in the armies of the Confederacy, and whose term of service will expire before the end of the war, shall be continued in the service for three years from the date of their original enlistment, unless the war shall have been sooner ended: Provided, however, That all such companies, squadrons, battalions, and regiments, whose term of original enlistment was for twelve months, shall have the right, within forty days, on a day to be fixed by the Commander of the Brigade, to re-organize said companies, battalions, and regiments, by electing all their officers, which they had a right heretofore to elect, who shall be commissioned by the President: Provided further, That furloughs not exceeding sixty days, with transportation home and back, shall be granted to all those retained in the service by the provisions of this Act beyond the period of their original enlistment, and who have not heretofore received furloughs under the provisions of an Act entitled “An Act providing for the granting of bounty and furloughs to privates and non-commissioned officers in the Provisional Army,” approved eleventh December, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, said furloughs to be granted at such times and in such numbers as the Secretary of War may deem most compatible with the public interest: and Provided, further, That in lieu of a furlough the commutation value in money of the transportation herein above granted, shall be paid to each private, musician, or non-commissioned officer who may elect to receive it, at such time as the furlough would otherwise be granted: Provided further, That all persons under the age of eighteen years or over the age of thirty-five years, who are now enrolled in the military service of the Confederate States, in the regiments, squadrons, battalions, and companies hereafter to be re-organized, shall be required to remain in their respective companies, squadrons, battalions and regiments for ninety days, unless their places can be sooner supplied by other recruits not now in the service, who are between the ages of eighteen and thirty-five years; and all laws and parts of laws providing for the re-enlistment of volunteers and the organization thereof into companies, squadrons, battalions, or regiments, shall be and the same are hereby repealed.

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That such companies, squadrons, battalions, or regiments organized, or in process of organization by authority from the Secretary of War, as may be within thirty days from the passage of this Act, so far completed as to have the whole number of men requisite for organization actually enrolled, not embracing in said organization any persons now in service, shall be mustered into the service of the Confederate States as part of the land forces of the same, to be received in that arm of the service in which they are authorized to organize, and shall elect their company, battalion, and regimental officers.

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That for the enrollment of all persons comprehended within the provisions of this Act, who are not already in service in the armies of the Confederate States, it shall be lawful for the President, with the consent of the Governors of the respective States, to employ State officers, and on failure to obtain such consent, he shall employ Confederate officers, charged with the duty of making such enrollment in accordance with rules and regulations to be prescribed by him.

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That persons enrolled under the provisions of the preceding Section, shall be assigned by the Secretary of War, to the different companies now in the service, until each company is filled to its maximum number, and the persons so enrolled shall be assigned to companies from the States from which they respectively come.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That all Seamen and ordinary Seamen in the land forces of the Confederate States, enrolled under the provisions of this Act, may, on application of the Secretary of the Navy, be transferred from the land forces to the Naval service.

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That in all cases where a State may not have in the army a number of Regiments, Battalions, Squadrons or Companies, sufficient to absorb the number of persons subject to military service under this Act, belonging to such State, then the residue or excess thereof, shall be kept as a reserve, under such regulations as may be established by the Secretary of War, and that at stated periods of not greater than three months, details, determined by lot, shall be made from said reserve, so that each company shall, as nearly as practicable, be kept full: Provided, That the persons held in reserve may remain at home until called into service by the President: Provided, also, That during their stay at home, they shall not receive pay: Provided, further, That the persons comprehended in this Act, shall not be subject to the Rules and Articles of War, until mustered into the actual service of the Confederate States; except that said persons, when enrolled and liable to duty, if they shall wilfully refuse to obey said call, each of them shall be held to be a deserter, and punished as such, under said Articles: Provided, further, That whenever, in the opinion of the President, the exigencies of the public service may require it, he shall be authorized to call into actual service the entire reserve, or so much as may be necessary, not previously assigned to different companies in service under provision of section four of this Act; said reserve shall be organized under such rules as the Secretary of War may adopt: Provided, The company, battalion and regimental officers shall be elected by the troops composing the same: Provided, The troops raised in any one State shall not be combined in regimental, battalion, squadron or company organization with troops raised in any other States.

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That all soldiers now serving in the army or mustered in the military service of the Confederate States, or enrolled in said service under the authorizations heretofore issued by the Secretary of War, and who are continued in the service by virtue of this Act, who have not received the bounty of fifty dollars allowed by existing laws, shall be entitled to receive said bounty.

SEC. 8. Be it further enacted, That each man who may hereafter be mustered into service, and who shall arm himself with a musket, shot-gun, rifle or carbine, accepted as an efficient weapon, shall be paid the value thereof, to be ascertained by the mustering officer under such regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of War, if he is willing to sell the same, and if he is not, then he shall be entitled to receive one dollar a month for the use of said received and approved musket, rifle, shot-gun or carbine.

SEC. 9. Be it further enacted, That persons not liable for duty may be received as substitutes for those who are, under such regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of War.

SEC. 10. Be it further enacted, That all vacancies shall be filled by the President from the company, battalion, squadron, or regiment in which such vacancies shall occur, by promotion according to seniority, except in case of disability or other incompetency: Provided, however, That the President may, when in his opinion, it may be proper, fill such vacancy or vacancies by the promotion of any officer or officers, or private or privates from such company, battalion, squadron or regiment who shall have been distinguished in the service by exhibition of valor and skill; and that whenever a vacancy shall occur in the lowest grade of the commissioned officers of a company, said vacancy shall be filled by election: Provided, That all appointments made by the President shall be by and with the advice and consent of the Senate.

SEC. 11. Be it further enacted, That the provisions of the first section of this Act, relating to the election of officers, shall apply to those regiments, battalions, and squadrons which are composed of twelve months and war companies combined in the same organization, without regard to the manner in which the officers thereof were originally appointed.

SEC. 12. Be it further enacted, That each company of infantry shall consist of one hundred and twenty-five, rank and file; each company of field artillery of one hundred and fifty, rank and file; each of cavalry, of eighty, rank and file.

SEC. 13. Be it further enacted, That all persons, subject to enrollment, who are not now in the service, under the provisions of this Act, shall be permitted, previous to such enrollment, to volunteer in companies now in the service.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 4, Vol. 1 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1900), 1095–1097.

Union Enrollment Act, March 3, 1863

Whereas there now exist in the United States an insurrection and rebellion against the authority thereof, and it is, under the Constitution of the United States, the duty of the government to suppress insurrection and rebellion, to guarantee to each State a republican form of government, and to preserve the public tranquility; and whereas, for these high purposes, a military force is indispensable, to raise and support which all persons ought willingly to contribute; and whereas no service can be more praiseworthy and honorable than that which is rendered for the maintenance of the Constitution and Union, and the consequent preservation of free government: Therefore—

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That all able-bodied male citizens of the United States, and persons of foreign birth who shall have declared on oath their intention to become citizens under and in pursuance of the laws thereof, between the ages of twenty and forty-five years, except as hereinafter excepted, are hereby declared to constitute the national forces, and shall be liable to perform military duty in the service of the United States when called out by the President for that purpose.

SEC 2. And be it further enacted, That the following persons be, and they are hereby, excepted and exempt from the provisions of this act, and shall not be liable to military duty under the same, to wit: Such as are rejected as physically or mentally unfit for the service; also, First the Vice-President of the United States, the judges of the various courts of the United States, the heads of the various executive departments of the government, and the governors of the several States. Second, the only son liable to military duty of a widow dependent upon his labor for support. Third, the only son of aged or infirm parent or parents dependent upon his labor for support. Fourth, where there are two or more sons of aged or infirm parents subject to draft, the father, or, if he be dead, the mother, may elect which son shall be exempt. Fifth, the only brother of children not twelve years old, having neither father nor mother, dependent upon his labor for support. Sixth, the father of motherless children under twelve years of age dependent upon his labor for support. Seventh, where there are a father and sons in the same family and household, and two of them are in the military service of the United States as non-commissioned officers, musicians, or privates, the residue of such family and household, not exceeding two, shall be exempt. And no persons but such as are herein excepted shall be exempt: Provided, however, That no person who has been convicted of any felony shall be enrolled or permitted to serve in said forces.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the national forces of the United States not now in the military service, enrolled under this act, shall be divided into two classes: the first of which shall comprise all persons subject to do military duty between the ages of twenty and thirty-five years, and all unmarried persons subject to do military duty above the age of thirty-five and under the age of forty-five; the second class shall comprise all other persons subject to do military duty, and they shall not, in any district, be called into the service of the United States until those of the first class have all been called.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That, for greater convenience in enrolling, calling out, and organizing the national forces, and for the arrest of deserters and spies of the enemy, the United States shall constitute one or more, as the President shall direct, and each congressional district of the respective states, as fixed by a law of the state next preceding the enrolment, shall constitute one: Provided, That in states which have not by their laws been divided into two or more congressional districts, the President of the United States shall divide the same into so many enrolment districts as he may deem fit and convenient.

[…]

SEC 8. And be it further enacted, That in each of said districts there shall be a board of enrolment, to be composed of the provost-marshal, as president, and two other persons, to be appointed by the President of the United States, one of whom shall be a licensed and practising physician and surgeon.

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That the enrolment of each class shall be made separately, and shall only embrace those whose ages shall be on the first day of July thereafter between twenty and forty-five years.

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That all persons thus enrolled shall be subject, for two years after the first day of July succeeding the enrolment, to be called into the military service of the United States, and to continue in service during the present rebellion, not, however, exceeding the term of three years; and when called into service shall be placed on the same footing, in all respects, as volunteers for three years, or during the war, including advance pay and bounty as now provided by law.

SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That whenever it may be necessary to call out the national forces for military service, the President is hereby authorized to assign to each district the number of men to be furnished by said district; and thereupon the enrolling board shall, under the direction of the President, make a draft of the required number, and fifty per cent, in addition, and shall make an exact and complete roll of the names of the persons so drawn, and of the order in which they are drawn, so that the first drawn may stand first upon the said roll and the second may stand second, and so on; and the persons so drawn shall be notified of the same within ten days thereafter, by a written or printed notice, to be served personally or by leaving a copy at the last place of residence, requiring them to appear at a designated rendezvous to report for duty. In assigning to the districts the number of men to be furnished therefrom, the President shall take into consideration the number of volunteers and militia furnished by and from the several states in which said districts are situated, and the period of their service since the commencement of the present rebellion, and shall so make said assignment as to equalize the numbers among the districts of the several states, considering and allowing for the numbers already furnished as aforesaid and the time of their service.

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That any person drafted and notified to appear as aforesaid, may, on or before the day fixed for his appearance, furnish an acceptable substitute to take his place in the draft; or he may pay to such person as the Secretary of War may authorize to receive it, such sum, not exceeding three hundred dollars, as the Secretary may determine, for the procuration of such substitute; which sum shall be fixed at a uniform rate by a general order made at the time of ordering a draft for any state or territory; and thereupon such person so furnishing the substitute, or paying the money, shall be discharged from further liability under that draft. And any person failing to report after due service of notice, as herein prescribed, without furnishing a substitute, or paying the required sum therefor, shall be deemed a deserter, and shall be arrested by the provost-marshal and sent to the nearest military post for trial by court-martial, unless, upon proper showing that he is not liable to do military duty, the board of enrolment shall relieve him from the draft.

[…]

SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That as soon as the required number of able-bodied men liable to do military duty shall be obtained from the list of those drafted, the remainder shall be discharged; and all drafted persons reporting at the place of rendezvous shall be allowed travelling pay from their places of residence; and all persons discharged at the place of rendezvous shall be allowed travelling pay to their places of residence; and all expenses connected with the enrolment and draft, including subsistence while at the rendezvous, shall be paid from the appropriation for enrolling and drafting, under such regulations as the President of the United States shall prescribe; and all expenses connected with the arrest and return of deserters to their regiments, or such other duties as the provost-marshal shall be called upon to perform, shall be paid from the appropriation for arresting deserters, under such such regulations as the President of the United States shall prescribe: Provided, The provost-marshals shall in no case receive commutation for transportation or for fuel and quarters, but only for forage, when not furnished by the government, together with actual expenses of postage, stationery, and clerk hire authorized by the provost-marshal-general.

SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That any person enrolled and drafted according to the provisions of this act who shall furnish an acceptable substitute, shall thereupon receive from the board of enrolment a certificate of discharge from such draft, which shall exempt him from military duty during the time for which he was drafted; and such substitute shall be entitled to the same pay and allowances provided by law as if he had been originally drafted into the service of the United States.

SEC. 18. And be it further enacted, That such of the volunteers and militia now in the service of the United States as may reenlist to serve one year, unless sooner discharged, after the expiration of their present term of service, shall be entitled to a bounty of fifty dollars, one half of which to be paid upon such reenlistment, and the balance at the expiration of the term of reenlistment; and such as may reenlist to serve for two years, unless sooner discharged, after the expiration of their present term of enlistment, shall receive, upon such reenlistment, twenty-five dollars of the one hundred dollars bounty for enlistment provided by the fifth section of the act approved twenty-second of July, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, entitled “An act to authorize the employment of volunteers to aid in enforcing the laws and protecting public property.”

[…]

SEC. 25. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall resist any draft of men enrolled under this act into the service of the United States, or shall counsel or aid any person to resist any such draft; or shall assault or obstruct any officer in making such draft, or in the performance of any service in relation thereto; or shall counsel any person to assault or obstruct any such officer, or shall counsel any drafted men not to appear at the place of rendezvous, or wilfully dissuade them from the performance of military duty as required by law, such person shall be subject to summary arrest by the provost-marshal, and shall be forthwith delivered to the civil authorities, and upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding two years, or by both of said punishments.

[…]

SEC. 33. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United States is hereby authorized and empowered, during the present rebellion, to call forth the national forces, by draft, in the manner provided for in this act.

Source: “An Act for Enrolling and Calling Out the National Forces, and for Other Purposes,” Congressional Record, 37th Congress, 3rd Session, Chapters 74 and 75, March 3, 1863.

58. Mary Loughborough: Letter about Visiting Casualties of the Battle of Shiloh (May 1, 1862)

Introduction

Mary Ann Webster Loughborough, the 27-year-old wife of Confederate major James M. Loughborough, had—along with their 2-year-old daughter—left their home in St. Louis to follow her husband’s army, eventually coming to Vicksburg, Mississippi. There Mary Loughborough endured the 1863 Union siege and life in one of the hastily dug caves where civilians took refuge from the continuous shelling. She kept a diary of her experiences under siege, which she published in 1864 as My Cave Life in Vicksburg. Appended to her account are her contemporary letters. This letter, written after the Confederate army had retreated following its defeat at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862) to Corinth, Mississippi, details her hospital visits. It emphasizes the grievous wounds and illnesses endured by the combatants. The Confederate army suffered terribly in Corinth, as thousands of soldiers camped in a confined area and suffered from poor sanitation that led to the rapid spread of diseases such as dysentery.

Primary Source

O———, May 1st. 1862

The expected battle has not yet come off, and I am still awaiting the result; busying myself about many things, visiting and returning visits from my old friends; dividing my time between the world and the hospital, the lights and shades of life. Ah, the shades! My dear J———, you can little imagine how much suffering I have witnessed in the last few weeks—how much, that acts or kind words have no power to mitigate. There have been many wounded brought in from Corinth, many who have died since their arrival, many who will die; but, saddest of all, a young boy, too young to be a soldier, yet possessing all a soldier’s spirit. I walked into a ward, one morning, that I had visited the evening before—a ward of very sick patients—and saw an old man sitting by a new cot, fanning a young boy, who lay with flushed face, and burning eyes fixed on the ceiling. As I advanced toward them, the weather-bronzed man stood stiffly erect, making me a quaint, half-awkward, military salute, saying, as he did so, “My boy, ma’am!” “Is he wounded?” I asked. He threw back the sheet that covered him, pointed to the stump of a limb amputated near the thigh: “He has gained the cross,” he said, while his head grew more erect, as he held back the sheet with the fan, and his eye shot out the grim ghost of a smile.

A proud, iron soldier the man was, I could see. The boy was delirious; so I shall tell you of the man. Refusing to be seated as long as a lady remained standing in the room, he stood stiffly upright at the head of the cot, keeping each fly from the face of the boy with the tenderness of a mother. A limp brown hat was on the side of his head, shading his eyes, that followed me in all parts of the room. A red cord and tassel hung from one side of his hat, and gave him a jaunty air that was quite out of keeping with the quaint stiffness of his manner. After speaking to the sick and wounded soldiers around, asking after their wounds and wants, I returned to the young boy’s cot, and heard the old man’s story. Don’t be weary if I give it to you; he had so much pride in his boy, let that be my extenuation.

“We belong to the Texas Rangers, ma’am, the boy and me; he could ride as well as the rest of them, ma’am, a year ago. When the war broke out, and we practised regularly like, he was the best rider in the company—could pick anything he wanted off the ground as he was going. He’s only fourteen, ma’am—a fine-grown lad, indeed. His mother was the likeliest woman I ever seed,” with a deprecating bow to me; “he’s got her eyes—the finest eyes God ever made, she had, ma’am. She died when quite young like, leaving him to me, a little shaver, and he’s been by me ever since. The boys and me tried to overpersuade him out of the army; ’peared like he was too young for such business; but he wouldn’t hear to it, not he, ma’am, and here he is,” passing his sleeve across his eyes.

“Well, ma’am, so he staid with us; and when we got to Corinth, General Beauregard offered a cross of honor to the ones that showed themselves the best soldiers. So our boys talked a heap about who’d get it; but this boy says nothing. Well, one day we were ordered out to scout, and we came up with the Yankees, and we fit ’em a half hour or so, when I seed this youngster by my side kind adrooping by a tree, but standing his ground. Well, we routed them at last, when I found the boy’s leg was all shattered, and he’d kept up like nothing wan’t the matter. So when we went back to Corinth, it got noised about like from the soldiers to the officers—how he’d held out. And, more’n all, the time when his leg was being cut off, we couldn’t get any chloroform, morphine, or the like: he just sit up like a brave lad, and off it went, without a word out of him. So the doctors they talked of that; and he’s been notified that he’ll get the first cross, and the boys’ll be monstrous fond of him, and feel most like they’d got it themselves. If he’d get rid of his fever and pick up like, I’d be a happy man,” he said anxiously.

Pardon me do I tire you; but let me take you to visit the sick prisoners. The old man that we pass in the hall, with his arm and leg in a frame, will never recover; yet he does not know it, and frequently asks me if I think he will get a pension when he is well, if he loses his leg and arm. He persists in keeping his face covered with a handkerchief, raising it up and peeping out, if he hears my voice, each day, with his usual salutation: “You’ve come, have ye?” If I bring any little article of food that I think the patients will relish, this old man must be fed by me, and I am frequently amused at the directions he gives me, for he is extremely practical and particular: “Now, if you will turn the spoon a little to one side, I will turn my mouth in this direction, and the custard will pass safely in.” Poor man, without a friend, both arms badly wounded, and leg shattered, dying by degrees, yet to the last the handkerchief would be raised, and the cheery welcome greet me, “Ye’re come, have ye?”

I think I can see you looking around in this ward to learn which are the prisoners, for all seem cheerful and talkative. In this cot by the door, with a wounded limb in a frame—like a huge lion—lies a man, large whiskered, large bodied, and long limbed, yet with a pleasant smile of greeting as we enter and make our inquiries after his wound. He is “better this morning, thank you,” or, “I am obliged to you, not quite so well.” A little picture on the table by his side, of a child three years of age, is never closed. A little child, blue eyed, with bare white neck, and plump round arms, showing the mother’s wish that the picture should be fair and lovely to the father’s eye. The Federal flag is on the cover. The man, a captain, is of an Illinois company. The child and mother, with tearful eyes and wistful hearts, look over the wide expanse of land and water that separates, over the cruel bounds that man has set—still faithful in their love. Still watching, and hoping, for the time when liberty will be his, and he, constant and true, will return to them. He tells me the name of the little one, with a sorrowful look at me with his dark eye. If he is free, if he ever sees these words, he will remember how the little one was gazed on by a lady in deep mourning, to whose heart a child of three years brought a sad and tearful memory.

Come to the next cot with me; do not shrink from this blackened brow. Yesterday this was a noble-faced, gray-haired, old Confederate soldier, with the plaintive, lovely smile of perfect resignation. He suffers much from a wound in his body; seldom talks, yet always smiles gratefully for the slightest attention. This morning I find the erysipelas has broken out, spreading over his forehead and a part of his face. He cautions me, with the same pleasant, resigned smile, about coming near him, lest I take the disease. The blackened skin is from the effect of iodine to stay its progress. He will not live: dear, patient old man, my heart aches for him, yet I can give him nothing but kind words.

This morning I brought the men in this ward toast. The old man slept, and I gave to each his portion. Engaged in talking to a prisoner in another part of the room, I heard the Illinoisian say: “Let me divide this toast with you; I do not need it all.” I turned, and heard the old man reply: “Oh, no; you keep it.” I procured his toast and brought it to him, laughingly telling the prisoner I believed I saw the dawn of the millennium.

Do you not wish, dear J———, that the dawning was indeed with us; that brave and noble men should no more suffer, bleed, and die, but live; and in their lives grow more thankful and worthy of the Divine blood that has been shed for the removal of the fearful suffering and warfare that is all around us?

Pardon me for the length of time I have detained you, and remember me as ever, dear J———,

Yours.

Source: Mary Ann Webster Loughborough, My Cave Life in Vicksburg (Little Rock: Kellog Printing, 1882), 159–165.

59. John R. Bartlett: Excerpt, Capture of New Orleans (1862)

Introduction

New Orleans was the South’s largest city. As a port city on the lower Mississippi River, it held enormous commercial and strategic importance, since its fall would open the lower Mississippi Valley to the Union. Confederate defenses centered some 90 miles downriver from New Orleans. Here there were two masonry forts: Fort Jackson on the west bank and Fort St. Philip on the east bank. The forts held about 75 guns, sited to block passage of the river. A chain barricade, supported by barges and hulks, obstructed the river. A small Confederate flotilla including the ram Manassas and the ironclad Louisiana added to the defenses. Rear Admiral David G. Farragut commanded the attacking U.S. naval force with 24 wooden ships, carrying about 200 guns, and 19 mortar boats. On April 18 the mortar boats began a bombardment. At 2:00 a.m. on April 24, the wooden ships started their run upstream through the chain barricade and past the forts. The operation was a success. Farragut’s fleet lost only 1 vessel along with 36 killed and 135 wounded while destroying the Confederate river fleet. The next day Farragut entered New Orleans, which formally surrendered on April 29, 1862. John R. Bartlett served as a midshipman aboard the 24-gun steam sloop Brooklyn. His account describes the excitement, confusion, and danger of Farragut’s run past the forts.

Primary Source

At 2 o’clock on the morning of the 24th two red lights were hoisted at the peak of the flag-ship as a signal to get under way. All hands had been on deck since midnight to see that everything about the deck and guns was ready for action, and when the decks were wet down and sanded, it really began to look as if we were going to have some pretty hot business on our hands. The anchor was hove up with as little noise as possible, and at half-past 2 we steamed off, following the Hartford toward the entrance to the opening which had been made in the obstructions. The Confederates opened fire about 3 o’clock, when the advance division came in sight and range of the forts, and as we passed ahead of the mortar-vessels we also came in range; but the forts were so far ahead that we could not bring our broadside guns to bear. For twenty minutes we stood silent beside the guns, with the shot and shell from Forts St. Philip and Jackson passing over us and bursting everywhere in the air. As we came to the obstruction the water-battery on the Fort Jackson side opened a most destructive fire, and here the Brooklyn received her first shot. We gave the water-battery a broadside of grape. With our own smoke and the smoke from the vessels immediately ahead, it was impossible to direct the ship, so that we missed the opening between the hulks and brought up on the chain. We dropped back and tried again; this time the chain broke, but we swung alongside of one of the hulks, and the stream-anchor, hanging on the starboard quarter, caught, tore along the hulk, and then parted its lashings. The cable secured us just where the Confederates had the range of their guns, but somebody ran up with an axe and cut the hawser, and we began to steam up the river. A few moments later there was a sudden jar, and the engines stopped. The propeller had no doubt struck some hard object, but no one knew the cause of the stoppage; and as Craven called out, “Stand by the starboard anchor,” and a fatal pause under the enemy’s fire seemed imminent, a thrill of alarm ran through the ship. The alarm was groundless, however, as no injury was done, and presently the engines started again, and the ship moved on.

There were many fire-rafts, and these and the flashing of the guns and bursting shells made it almost as light as day, but the smoke from the passing fleet was so thick that at times one could see nothing ten feet from the ship. While entangled with the rafts, the Brooklyn was hulled a number of times; one shot from Fort Jackson struck the rail just at the break of the poop and went nearly across, plowing out the deck in its course. Another struck Barney Sands, the signal quartermaster, and cut his body almost in two. The first lieutenant, Lowry, coming along at the time, inquired who it was, and understanding the response to be “Bartlett,” instead of “Barney,” he passed the word that he had sent down “all that was left of poor Bartlett.” As he came on deck and was about in all parts of the ship during the fight, he gave the men news of the progress of the fight and of the casualties, and for once I was completely out of existence.

The ship was now clear of the hulks and steamed up the river, throwing shells and shrapnel into Fort Jackson as fast as the guns could be loaded and fired.

Just after passing Fort Jackson we saw a bright glare on the starboard quarter, and a moment after Captain Craven said, in his deep bass voice, “One bell!” (to slow down), and then, “Two bells!” (to stop her). I went up the poop ladder, and there in plain sight on the left bank, just below Fort St. Philip, was the Hartford, with a fire-raft alongside and with flames running up the rigging on the tarred rope to the mast-head. The tug Mosher was near by, but I did not see the ram Manassas. It was evidently Craven’s intention when he saw Farragut’s trouble to go to his rescue. As the engine stopped, the Brooklyn dropped down, her head swinging to starboard, until she was on a line between Fort Jackson and the Hartford. The fort immediately opened fire on the Brooklyn, with renewed energy, and she would have been blown out of the water had not the enemy aimed too high and sent the shot through the rigging, boats, and hammock-nettings, many of them just clearing the rail. The port battery was manned, and shell and shrapnel were fired as fast as the guns could be loaded. The Brooklyn remained under the fire of Fort Jackson until Craven saw Farragut free from the fire-raft, and then she steamed ahead. This was one of the coolest and bravest acts that I saw during the war, but it was not mentioned in any official report or newspaper account at the time. In fact, the Brooklyn’s passage of the forts was hardly noticed by the newspaper correspondents, as Craven had old-fashioned ideas, and would allow no reporters on board. I am glad, even at this late date, that I can put on record this act of heroism.

As the Hartford lay aground with the fire-raft alongside, her crew were at their work, and I saw the flag-officer distinctly on the port side of the poop looking toward us. From this point the Brooklyn steamed ahead, toward Fort St. Philip, and passed close to the fort, firing grape from the starboard battery. When she first came abreast of the fort there was a long blaze of musketry from the parapet, but it soon stopped when she got to work. We were at this time less than one hundred feet from the bank, and the Hartford had passed ahead. The barbette guns of the fort not being depressed sufficiently, we received no damage while passing, but we were so close that the powder scorched the faces and clothes of the men. A bullet entered the port of No. 1 gun and struck Lieutenant James O’Kane, who had charge of the first division, in the leg. He fell to the deck, but would not allow himself to be carried below until he had himself fired two of the broadside guns into Fort St. Philip. But the most uncomfortable position on board the ship, during this part of the engagement, was that of the quartermaster, Thomas Hollins, who stood in the starboard main chains, heaving the lead and calling out the soundings. The outside of the ship near him was completely peppered with bullets, and the flames from the enemy’s guns seemed almost to reach him; still he stood coolly at his post, and when abreast of the fort he was heard calling out, “Only thirteen feet, sir.”

As we passed clear of Fort St. Philip, Captain Craven gave orders to load the starboard battery with solid shot. He had seen the iron-clad Louisiana, moored just above the fort. She gave us one or two shots, but when we came directly abeam of her, she closed her port shutters, and received our broadside. We could hear our shot strike against her iron sides. We gave but one broadside and then sheered out into the river. A 9-inch shell, fired by the Louisiana, struck the Brooklyn about a foot above the water-line, on the starboard side of the cutwater, near the wood ends, forced its way for three feet through the dead-wood and timbers, and remained there. At New Orleans this shot was cut out, and it was found that in their hurry the gunners had neglected to remove the lead patch from the fuse, so that the shell did not explode. Had it done so it would have blown the whole bow off, and the Brooklyn would have gone to the bottom.

As we swung out into the current and steamed up the river, we began to see the vessels ahead fighting with the Confederate gun-boats, and a few moments later the cry came aft, “A steamer coming down on our port bow.” We could see two smoke-stacks and the black smoke from them. I took a look from the poop ladder, and saw a good-sized river steamer coming down on us, crowded with men on her forward deck, as if ready to board. The order had already been given, “Stand by to repel boarders,” and to load with shrapnel; the fuses were cut to burn one second. As she approached, Craven gave the vessel a sheer to starboard, and we began with No. 1 gun, the guns aft following in quick succession, the shells bursting almost immediately as they left the guns. There was a rush of steam, shrieks from the people on board the steamer, and, when it came time for my No. 10 gun to fire, the steamer was lost in the smoke. This was the only one of the river flotilla which we encountered or fired into. Just after our engagement with this steamer, a column of black smoke, which came from the dreaded Manassas, was seen on the starboard side, and the cry was passed along by men who were looking out of the ports, “The ram, the ram!” Craven called out, “Give her four bells! Put your helm hard-a-starboard!” Then I saw the smoke-stacks of the Manassas and the flash from her gun, and the next moment I was nearly thrown on the deck by the concussion, caused by her striking us just amidships. The ram was going full speed but against the current, and, with our helm to starboard, the blow was not at right angles to our keel, though nearly so. I ran to the No. 10 port, the gun being in, and looked out, and saw her almost directly alongside. A man came out of her little hatch aft, and ran forward along the port side of the deck, as far as the smoke-stacks, placed his hand against one, and looked to see what damage the ram had done. I saw him turn, fall over, and tumble into the water, but did not know at the moment what caused his sudden disappearance, until I asked the quarter-master, who was leadsman in the chains, if he had seen him fall.

“Why, yes, sir,” said he, “I saw him fall overboard,—in fact, I helped him; for I hit him alongside of the head with my hand-lead.”

No guns were fired at the ram from the starboard battery; all the crews a moment before had been at the port guns. As the Manassas drifted by I ran up on the poop, calling the gun’s crew with me, to see if I could hit her with the 30-pounder Parrott, but we were unable to depress it sufficiently, at its high elevation, to bring it to bear before she was lost to sight in the smoke. The shot which she had fired came through the chain and planking, above the berth-deck, through a pile of rigging placed against the ship’s side, and just entered the sand-bags placed to protect the steam-drum.

A few moments after this incident a vessel passed on our starboard side, not ten feet from us, and I could see through the port the men loading a pivot gun. She was directly abreast of No. 10 gun and I took the lock-string to fire, when a cry came from on board the vessel, “Don’t fire, it is the Iroquois!” At the same moment, Lieutenant Lowry also shouted from near the mainmast, “Don’t fire!” Seeing the black smoke pouring from her stack, and noticing that it was abaft the mainmast, I called to Captain Craven, “It can’t be the Iroquois! It is not one of our vessels, for her smoke-stack is abaft her mainmast!” Captain Craven, however, repeated the order, “Don’t fire!” and I obeyed. I was sure it was one of the Confederate gun-boats, but it was my duty to obey orders, and thus the Confederate gun-boat McRae escaped being sunk by the Brooklyn; for the gun had been depressed, and a 9-inch shell would have gone through her deck and out below the water-line. Just after leaving Fort St. Philip a shot came in on the starboard quarter and went across the deck, taking off a marine’s head and wounding three other men. Lieutenant Lowry came along about this time, and I heard him report to Captain Craven that Lieutenant O’Kane had been wounded. Craven directed him to put me in charge of the First Division, to which Lowry answered:

“I sent poor Bartlett down below half an hour ago cut in two.” “Oh, no, you did not,” said Craven; “he is on deck close to you.” Lowry turned and was as much surprised as if he had seen a ghost, and told me to run forward and take charge of the First Division. There had been terrible havoc here. The powder-man of the pivot gun had been struck by a shell, which exploded and blew him literally to atoms, and parts of his body were scattered all over the forecastle. The gun was disabled, a primer having broken off in the vent; but there was nothing to fire at, as all the vessels that we passed had been run on the bank and either set on fire or deserted. It was now almost daylight, and we could see the crews of the deserted boats running for cover to the woods a little way back. Shortly after, the Brooklyn came up with the other vessels and anchored near a point where there had been an encampment of troops. They only remained long enough to land and bury the dead. The commanding officers assembled on board the Hartford to offer their congratulations to the flag-officer.

Source: John Russell Bartlett, “The ‘Brookkyn’ at the Passage of the Forts,” in Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, Vol. 2 (New York: Century, 1887), 56–69.

60. Sarah Morgan: Diary Entry about Secession (May 14, 1862)

Introduction

Sarah Morgan started her diary in January 1862, when she was 19 years old. Her father was a prominent Baton Rouge, Louisiana, attorney, and thus she was raised in a typical upper-class Southern household where women occupied subordinate status as wives and mothers. Before the war, her father had been pro-Union. But once the war began, he stated that if he were not too old and infirm he would enlist and proudly noted that his sons were in the service. In spite of this upbringing, Morgan began questioning traditional Southern values, most importantly the Southern code of honor that had led her beloved brother to fight and die in a duel. Yet she remained an ardent Confederate patriot, as demonstrated in the following diary entry written on May 14, 1862. Her opening comment about women voicing political opinions is also noteworthy. She was proud of most aspects of Southern society, including the traditional roles for women that focused on maintaining the home and the family. In later life she would voice strong antipathy toward advocates for women’s rights and their campaign to obtain the right to vote.
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May 14, 1862

I hate to hear women on political subjects; they invariably make fools of themselves, and it sickens me to see half a dozen talking at once of what they would do, and what ought to be done; it gives me the greatest disgust, so I generally contrive to absent myself from such gatherings, as I seldom participate. But in this cause, it is necessary for me to express my opinion, sometimes, so I give it here, that I may not believe in after years I am quite a weathercock. I was never a Secessionist, for I quietly adopted father’s views on political subjects without meddling with them. But even father went over with his state, and when so many outrages were committed by the fanatical leaders of the North, though he regretted the Union, said “Fight to the death for our liberty.” I say so, too. I would want to fight until we win the cause so many have died for. I don’t believe in Secession, but I do in Liberty. I want the South to conquer, dictate its own terms, and go back to the Union, for I believe that, apart, inevitable ruin awaits both.

It is a rope of sand, this Confederacy founded on the doctrine of Secession, and will not last many years—not five. The North cannot subdue us. We are too determined to be free. They have no right to confiscate our property to pay debts they themselves have incurred. Death as a nation, rather than Union on such terms! We will have our rights secured on so firm a basis that it can never be shaken. If by power of overwhelming numbers they conquer us, it will be a barren victory over a desolate land. We, the natives of this loved soil will be beggars in a foreign land; we will not submit to despotism under the garb of Liberty. The north will find herself burdened with an unparalleled debt, with nothing to show for it, except deserted towns, and burning homes, a standing army which will govern with no small caprice, and an impoverished land. England will then be ready to step in, and Crash! the American Commonwealth will disappear in the British Monarchy.

Therefore I say, let us conquer, make our own terms, and be a band of brothers in deed and in truth; and so I pray daily “God bless our Southern Nation, and grant us peace in the name of Jesus Christ!” If that be treason, make the most of it!

Source: Charles East, ed., The Civil War Diary of Sarah Morgan (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1991), 73–75. Used by permission of the University of Georgia Press.

61. Homestead Act (May 20, 1862) [Excerpt]

Introduction

Often overlooked because of the ongoing drama of the Civil War was the passage of the Homestead Act. The Homestead Act granted 160 acres of land, at no cost, to anyone who lived on and worked the land for at least five years. Any person over the age of 21 who was the head of a family and was a born or soon-to-be naturalized American citizen could avail themselves of a grant by essentially becoming a squatter on the unclaimed public lands in the West. The decades-long drive for free distribution of public land had been stoutly resisted. Easterners did not want to lose laborers and feared that the value of their own property would fall. People in the slaveholding states saw homesteading as a threat to the spread of slavery. The outbreak of the Civil War removed the major political obstacle to passage of the act posed by the slaveholding states. The 1862 act specifically denied homesteading privileges to people who had borne arms against the United States or aided the nation’s enemies, effectively excluding Confederates. However, the act was amended after the war to include former Confederates. The Homestead Act was subject to abuse, with speculators erecting mere shacks and fraudulently claiming ownership in order to sell the free land for a profit. The act was the greatest single factor in the rapid settlement of the Great Plains after the Civil War, with more than 1 million people claiming in excess of 80 million acres from 1863 to 1900. This in turn resulted in decades of warfare with the Plains Indians.
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Be it enacted, That any person who is the head of a family, or who has arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and is a citizen of the United States, or who shall have filed his declaration of intention to become such, as required by the naturalization laws of the United States, and who has never borne arms against the United States Government or given aid and comfort to its enemies, shall, from and after the first of January, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, be entitled to enter one quarter-section or a less quantity of unappropriated public lands, upon which said person may have filed a pre-emption claim, or which may, at the time the application is made, be subject to pre-emption at one dollar and twenty-five cents, or less, per acre; or eighty acres or less of such unappropriated lands, at two dollars and fifty cents per acre, to be located in a body, in conformity to the legal subdivisions of the public lands, and after the same shall have been surveyed: Provided, That any person owning or residing on land may, under the provisions of this act, enter other land lying contiguous to his or her said land, which shall not, with the land so already owned and occupied, exceed in the aggregate one hundred and sixty acres.

Sec. 2. That the person applying for the benefit of this act shall, upon application to the register of the land office in which he or she is about to make such entry, make affidavit before the said register or receiver that he or she is the head of a family, or is twenty-one or more years of age, or shall have performed service in the Army or Navy of the United States, and that he has never borne arms against the Government of the United States or given aid and comfort to its enemies, and that such application is made for his or her exclusive use and benefit, and that said entry is made for the purpose of actual settlement and cultivation, and not, either directly or indirectly, for the use or benefit of any other person or persons whomsoever, and upon filing the said affidavit with the register or receiver, and on payment of ten dollars, he or she shall thereupon be permitted to enter the quantity of land specified: Provided, however, That no certificate shall be given or patent issued therefor until the expiration of five years from the date of such entry; and if, at the expiration of such time, or at any time within two years thereafter, the person making such entry—or if he be dead, his widow; or in case of her death, his heirs or devisee; or in case of a widow making such entry, her heirs or devisee, in case of her death—shall prove by two credible witnesses that he, she or they have resided upon or cultivated the same for the term of five years immediately succeeding the time of filing the affidavit aforesaid, and shall make affidavit that no part of said land has been alienated, and that he has borne true allegiance to the Government of the United States; then, in such case, he, she, or they, if at that time a citizen of the United States, shall be entitled to a patent, as in other cases provided for by law: And provided, further, That in case of the death of both father and mother, leaving an infant child or children under twenty-one years of age, the right and fee shall inure to the benefit of said infant child or children; and the executor, administrator, or guardian may, at any time within two years after the death of the surviving parent, and in accordance with the laws of the States in which such children for the time being have their domicile, sell said land for the benefit of said infants, but for no other purpose; and the purchaser shall acquire the absolute title by the purchase, and be entitled to a patent from the United States, on payment of the office fees and sum of money herein specified….

Source: Act of May 20, 1862 (Homestead Act), Public Law 37-64, 05/20/1862, Record Group 11, General Records of the United States Government, National Archives.

62. Henry Halleck: Letter to Secretary of War Stanton (May 22, 1862)

Introduction

The U.S. Sanitary Commission was an outgrowth of various women’s benevolent organizations that were dedicated to public betterment. Based on the work of the British Sanitary Commission during the Crimean War (1853–1856), the American version sought to fill voids in federal relief work. In June 1861, President Abraham Lincoln signed legislation formalizing the U.S. Sanitary Commission’s status and its goal of improving hygiene and medical services within the U.S. military. The commission had three purposes: preventive care featuring inspections of field hospitals and publication of pamphlets on proper sanitation and medical practice; general relief involving the distribution of clothes, blankets, medicine, and other comforts to wounded soldiers; and special relief involving the provision of temporary lodgings for soldiers traveling on furloughs and the operation of trains and steamboats to transport the wounded. Among the commission’s projects was a home in Washington, D.C., for discharged soldiers. These laudable goals improved soldiers’ lives and elevated morale. However, sometimes regular army officers viewed the commission’s activities as intrusive and counterproductive, as this letter from Major General Henry W. Halleck to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton demonstrates.
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CAMP, CORINTH ROAD, May 22, 1862.

Hon. E. M. STANTON,

Secretary of War.

The Sanitary Commission and State Governors carry away troops faster than I can recruit. Men only slightly unwell or feigning sickness are carried away without any authority.

H. W. HALLECK,

Major-General.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Ser. I, Vol. 10, Part 1.

63. Henry Kyd Douglas: Memoir Excerpt about Service with Stonewall Jackson (May 1862)

Introduction

Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson was one of the South’s foremost fighting generals. A Virginia native, he attended West Point and fought with distinction in the Mexican-American War (1846–1848). The outbreak of the Civil War in 1861 found him working as an instructor at the Virginia Military Institute. He took the battalion of young cadets to Richmond, where they drilled new recruits. Appointed to the rank of colonel, Jackson went to Harpers Ferry, Virginia, to organize a brigade of Virginia troops. As a brigadier general, he commanded this brigade with distinction at the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861), earning the honorable nickname “Stonewall.” Jackson displayed his military genius in the brilliant Shenandoah Valley Campaign of May–June 1862. Accompanying him on his staff during this time was young Henry Kyd Douglas. From this vantage point, Douglas observed many of the key moments in Jackson’s career. After the war, Douglas used his field diaries to write I Rode with Stonewall, one of the most famous Civil War memoirs. The following excerpt describes Jackson on May 25, 1862, in the midst of the Shenandoah Valley Campaign. His Confederate army is hotly pursuing a Union force commanded by Major General Nathaniel P. Banks. The town of Winchester, Virginia, stood at the northern entrance of the strategically important Shenandoah Valley. Winchester was a key communications hub coveted by both sides that formally exchanged hands at least 14 times. Douglas’s account describes one of those times.
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Shortly afterwards followed some sharp fighting but no general engagement. General Jackson and a few of his staff were sitting mounted on the crest of a hill overlooking Winchester. He paid little attention to the line of skirmishers advancing against us, but was watching the movement of troops and artillery in and about town. He was evidently surprised, as if he was expecting something else, and turning to me quickly he said, “Order forward the whole line, the battle’s won.” Soon the men of Taylor and of Winder came sweeping past and as they did the General cried out, “Very good! Now let’s holler!” That is the very language the Professor used. He raised his old grey cap, his staff took up the cheer, and soon the advancing line rose and swelled a deafening roar, which borne on the wind over Winchester told her imprisoned people that deliverance was at hand. A panic seized the enemy and the retreat became a rout.

Galloping down the hill, the General and staff went into town with the skirmishers, and Winchester—the “Bandy Ball of the Confederacy” as one of her fair daughters named her—that day was again in the hands of her friends.

It was Sunday—was Jackson always to fight on Sunday?—but churchbells were silent. The streets were lined with people, but not on their way to the sanctuaries; they had come to meet their own troops, who soon forgot their fatigue in the joy of their reception. Windows and doors, closed for months, were thrown open; there were merry voices and bright faces. For a moment, but only for a moment, the dead and wounded on the field seemed forgotten. Then a missing face here and there sent relatives scurrying to the battlefield. But the flames from burning buildings, set on fire by General Banks because they contained useful stores, soon began to shoot up wildly into the sky and heavy columns of black smoke threw a pall over the town. Terrible as it looked it only heightened the excitement and the enthusiasm of the populace. The reception of General Jackson cannot be described. There were tears and smiles, like rain and sunshine; lips that spoke blessings, and quivering lips that could not speak at all; men, women, and children all joining in the strange welcome. They ignored the sufferings they had gone through and their own fortitude, their losses, their anxieties, but they convinced him surely that they were “worth fighting for.”

But he could not stop. He was not a man of words, and such devotion was enough to overwhelm him. Breaking away as quickly as he could, he pushed forward with his troops. The only order he seemed to give was, “Push on to the Potomac.”

Source: Henry Kyd Douglas, I Rode with Stonewall (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1968), 66–67. Copyright © 1940 by the University of North Carolina Press, renewed 1968 by J. Howard Beckenbaugh. Used by permission of the publisher.

64. George B. McClellan: Letter about the Peninsula Campaign (July 7, 1862)

Introduction

The Peninsula Campaign began on March 17, 1862, when Major General George B. McClellan moved 12 divisions to Fort Monroe on the tip of the Virginia Peninsula. On April 4, 1862, McClellan began his advance up the peninsula toward Richmond. The decisive battles, known as the Seven Days’ Campaign, began on June 25. By the time the campaign had ended, McClellan had retreated to Harrison’s Landing on the James River. Lincoln had supported McClellan vigorously. McClellan had enjoyed an immense numerical advantage over his opponents, yet he had campaigned timidly, always seeing obstacles instead of opportunities. He blamed Lincoln for acting in bad faith by failing to provide promised resources. In June, McClellan had asked Lincoln for permission to devise a strategic assessment of the state of military affairs throughout the nation. Lincoln had welcomed his offer. On July 7 when Lincoln visited McClellan and his army at Harrison’s Landing, McClellan gave him the following letter, which he intended to be a private communication. It contained little about military topics and instead focused on grand political issues. Since that time, historians have criticized McClellan for acting improperly by stepping outside his legitimate military sphere. By modern standards, this is so. But at the time, Civil War officers frequently offered politicians, including the president, political advice. At the time, Lincoln largely ignored McClellan’s letter. But the letter provoked antipathy among Lincoln’s closest advisers and contributed to McClellan’s eventual relief.
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Headquarters, Army of the Potomac,

Camp near Harrison’s Landing, Va.,

July 7, 1862.

Mr. President:

You have been fully informed that [the] rebel army is in [our] front, with the purpose of overwhelming us by attacking our positions or reducing us by blocking our river communications. I cannot but regard our condition as critical, and I earnestly desire, in view of possible contingencies, to lay before your excellency, for your private consideration, my general views concerning the existing state of the rebellion, although they do not strictly relate to the situation of this army or strictly come within the scope of my official duties. These views amount to convictions, and are deeply impressed upon my mind and heart. Our cause must never be abandoned; it is the cause of free institutions and self-government. The Constitution and the Union must be preserved, whatever may be the cost in time, treasure, and blood. If secession is successful other dissolutions are clearly to be seen in the future. Let neither military disaster, political faction, nor foreign war shake your settled purpose to enforce the equal operation of the laws of the United States upon the people of every state.

The time has come when the government must determine upon a civil and military policy covering the whole ground of our national trouble.

The responsibility of determining, declaring, and supporting such civil and military policy, and of directing the whole course of national affairs in regard to the rebellion, must now be assumed and exercised by you, or our cause will be lost. The Constitution gives you power sufficient even for the present terrible exigency.

This rebellion has assumed the character of war; as such it should be regarded, and it should be conducted upon the highest principles known to Christian civilization. It should not be a war looking to the subjugation of the people of any State in any event. It should not be at all a war upon population, but against armed forces and political organization. Neither confiscation of property, political executions of persons, territorial organization of States, or forcible abolition of slavery should be contemplated for a moment. In prosecuting the war all private property and unarmed persons should be strictly protected, subject only to the necessity of military operations. All private property taken for military use should be paid or receipted for; pillage and waste should be treated as high crimes; all unnecessary trespass sternly prohibited, and offensive demeanor by the military towards citizens promptly rebuked. Military arrests should not be tolerated, except in places where active hostilities exist, and oaths not required by enactments constitutionally made should be neither demanded nor received. Military government should be confined to the preservation of public order and the protection of political rights. Military power should not be allowed to interfere with the relations of servitude, either by supporting or impairing the authority of the master, except for repressing disorder, as in other cases. Slave contraband under the act of Congress, seeking military protection, should receive it. The right of the Government to appropriate permanently to its own service claims to slave labor should be asserted, and the right of the owner to compensation therefor should be recognized.

This principle might be extended, upon grounds of military necessity and security, to all the slaves within a particular State, thus working manumission in such State; and in Missouri, perhaps in Western Virginia also, and possibly even in Maryland, the expediency of such a measure is only a question of time.

A system of policy thus constitutional and conservative, and pervaded by the influences of Christianity and freedom, would receive the support of almost all truly loyal men, would deeply impress the rebel masses and all foreign nations, and it might be humbly hoped that it would commend itself to the favor of the Almighty.

Unless the principles governing the future conduct of our struggle shall be made known and approved, the effort to obtain requisite forces will be almost hopeless. A declaration of radical views, especially upon slavery, will rapidly disintegrate our present armies. The policy of the government must be supported by concentration of military power. The national forces should not be dispersed in expeditions, posts of occupation, and numerous armies, but should be mainly collected into masses and brought to bear upon the armies of the Confederate States. Those armies thoroughly defeated, the political structure which they support would soon cease to exist.

In carrying out any system of policy which you may form you will require a commander-in-chief of the army, one who possesses your confidence, understands your views and who is competent to execute your orders by directing the military forces of the nation to the accomplishment of the objects by you proposed. I do not ask that place for myself. I am willing to serve you in such position as you may assign me, and I will do as faithfully as ever subordinate served superior.

I may be on the brink of eternity; and as I hope forgiveness from my Master, I have written this letter with sincerity towards you and from love of my country.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. B. McClellan,

Maj.-Gen. Commanding.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 11, Part 1 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office), 73–74.

65. John Pope: Proclamation to His Troops (July 14, 1862)

Introduction

Frustrated with the cautious generals commanding Union forces in the East, President Abraham Lincoln summoned Major General John Pope to Washington to command the new Army of Virginia. Pope was a professional officer with an aggressive reputation who had skillfully commanded the Army of Mississippi and captured the Confederate fort at Island No. 10 on the Mississippi River during a difficult campaign from February 8 to April 8, 1862. Pope arrived in Washington in the summer of 1862. After a two-week inspection tour of his new command, he issued the following bombastic address to his soldiers. He struck the wrong tone. Rather than motivating his soldiers, his words caused widespread alienation and ridicule. Officers and soldiers alike observed that Pope’s western victories had been gained against second-rate Confederate generals. They predicted that things would be different when Pope encountered the dynamic Confederate team of Robert E. Lee and Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. Pope’s Army of Virginia was an amalgam of different units, many of which had suffered defeat at Jackson’s hands. Their lack of confidence and Pope’s inability to make them work as a team contributed to the army’s bad defeat at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862). Lincoln subsequently relieved Pope from command and sent him to a backwater assignment in Minnesota.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF VIRGINIA, Washington, D.C., July 14, 1862.

To the Officers and Soldiers of the Army of Virginia:

By special assignment of the President of the United States I have assumed the command of this army. I have spent two weeks in learning your whereabouts, your condition, and your wants, in preparing you for active operations, and in placing you in positions from which you can act promptly and to the purpose. These labors are nearly completed, and I am about to join you in the field.

Let us understand each other. I have come to you from the West, where we have always seen the backs of our enemies; from an army whose business it has been to seek the adversary and to beat him when he was found; whose policy has been attack and not defense. In but one instance has the enemy been able to place our Western armies in defensive attitude. I presume that I have been called here to pursue the same system and to lead you against the enemy. It is my purpose to do so, and that speedily. I am sure you long for an opportunity to win the distinction you are capable of achieving. That opportunity I shall endeavor to give you. Meantime I desire you to dismiss from your minds certain phrases, which I am sorry to find so much in vogue amongst you. I hear constantly of “taking strong positions and holding them,” of “lines of retreat,” and of “bases of supplies.” Let us discard such ideas. The strongest position a soldier should desire to occupy is one from which he can most easily advance against the enemy. Let us study the probable lines of retreat of our opponents, and leave our own to take care of themselves. Let us look before us, and not behind. Success and glory are in the advance, disaster and shame lurk in the rear. Let us act on this understanding, and it is safe to predict that your banners shall be inscribed with many a glorious deed and that your names will be dear to your countrymen forever.

JNO. POPE,

Major-General, Commanding.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 12, Part 3.

66. George Root: “The Battle Cry of Freedom” (July 1862)

Introduction

On July 1, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln called for 300,000 volunteers to maintain the war effort. His call stimulated composer-lyricist George F. Root to write a rousing patriotic tune, “The Battle Cry of Freedom.” He later recalled that “if I could not shoulder a musket for my country I could serve her in this way.” At a young age Root had demonstrated musical genius, mastering no fewer than 13 instruments by the age of 12. As an adult, he cofounded a Chicago-based music publishing firm. When the war began, Root started composing patriotic songs to support the Union war effort. He composed “The Battle Cry of Freedom” in a single day and first performed it on July 24, 1862, at a war rally. It quickly proved to be so popular that between 500,000 and 700,000 copies of the sheet music were published. Bands at civilian war rallies and military bands in camps and on fields played the tune. An Atlanta-based group of volunteer musicians copied the tune, changing the lyrics to pro-Confederate, and performed it at various soldiers’ relief fund drives. The prolific Root also composed the popular tunes “Just before the Battle, Mother” and “Tramp! Tramp! Tramp!” Patriotic tunes such as “The Battle Cry of Freedom” played an influential role in sustaining morale among soldiers and civilians in both the North and the South.

Primary Source

Yes, we’ll rally round the flag, boys, we’ll rally once again,

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom,

We will rally from the hillside, we’ll gather from the plain,

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.

[Chorus]: The Union forever,

Hurrah! boys, hurrah!

Down with the traitors,

Up with the stars,

While we rally round the flag, boys,

Rally once again,

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.

We are springing to the call of our brothers gone before,

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom,

And we’ll fill our vacant ranks with a million freemen more,

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.

[Chorus]

We will welcome to our numbers the loyal, true and brave,

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom,

And although they may be poor, not a man shall be a slave,

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.

[Chorus]

So we’re springing to the call from the East and from the West,

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom,

And we’ll hurl the Rebel crew from the land that we love best,

Shouting the battle cry of Freedom.

[Chorus]

Source: George F. Root, “The Battle-Cry of Freedom” (Chicago: Root and Cady, 1862).

67. Sarah Morgan: Diary Entry about the Destruction of the Arkansas (August 6, 1862)

Introduction

The Confederate ironclad Arkansas was laboriously built in a cornfield adjacent to the Yazoo River above Vicksburg, Mississippi, using improvised materials. Armored with railroad iron except for its stern, which merely had thin boiler-plate iron to give the illusion of armor plate, the ship carried 10 powerful guns. Under the command of Lieutenant Isaac N. Brown, the Arkansas sailed on July 15, 1862; entered the Mississippi River; and engaged a Union fleet commanded by Rear Admiral David G. Farragut. Although vastly outnumbered, the Arkansas inflicted significant damage before reaching the safety of Vicksburg. After workers repaired the ship’s own considerable damage, on August 5, 1862, the Arkansas departed Vicksburg to steam downstream toward Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to assist the army in recapturing that city. The Arkansas’s engines kept breaking down until the ship drove hard ashore with its unprotected stern facing downstream. The ship’s commander, an inexperienced replacement for Brown, judged the situation hopeless because of the approach of a Union vessel. He ordered the ironclad abandoned and set afire. The vessel exploded when the flames reached the magazine, thus ending the 23-day career of the most active vessel the South ever floated to defend the Mississippi River. One of the witnesses to the destruction of the Arkansas was 23-year-old Sarah Morgan. A native of Baton Rouge, Morgan had started a diary in January 1862. Although Morgan is not as well known as other Southern female Civil War diarists, such as Mary B. Chesnut, Morgan’s diary provides valuable insight into civilian life in the Confederacy during the war.
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August 6, 1862.

Oh, what a sad day this is for our country! Mother disapproved so of our going to the levee to see the fight, that we consented to remain, though Miriam and Ginnie jumped into the buggy and went off alone. Presently came tidings that all the planters near Baton Rouge were removing their families and negroes, and that the Yankees were to shell the whole coast, from there up to here. Then Phillie, Lilly (Nolan), and I jumped in—the carriage that was still waiting, and ran after the others to bring them back before they got in danger; but when we reached the end of the long lane, we saw them standing on the high levee, wringing their hands and crying. We sprang out and joined them, and there, way at the bend, lay the Arkansas on fire! All except myself burst into tears and lamentations, and prayed aloud between their sobs. I had no words or tears; I could only look at our sole hope burning, going, and pray silently. Oh, it was so sad! Think, it was our sole dependence! And we five girls looked at her as the smoke rolled over her, watched the flames burst from her decks, and the shells as they exploded one by one beneath the water, coming up in jets of steam. And we watched until down the road we saw crowds of men toiling along toward us. Then we knew they were those who had escaped, and the girls sent up a shriek of pity.

On they came, dirty, half-dressed, some with only their guns, others, a few, with bundles and knapsacks on their backs, grimy and tired, but still laughing. We called to the first, and asked if the boat were really afire; they shouted, “Yes,” and went on, talking still. Presently one ran up and told us the story. How yesterday their engine had broken, and how they had labored all day to repair it; how they had succeeded, and had sat by their guns all night; and this morning, as they started to meet the Essex, the other engine had broken; how each officer wrote his opinion that it was impossible to fight her with any hope of success under such circumstances, and advised the Captain to abandon her; how they had resolved to do so, had exchanged shots with the Essex across the point, and the first of the latter (only one, also) had set ours afire, when the men were ordered to take their side arms. They thought it was to board the Essex, assembled together, when the order was given to fire the Arkansas and go ashore, which was done in a few minutes. Several of the crew were around us then, and up and down the road they were scattered still in crowds.

Miriam must have asked the name of some of the officers; for just then she called to me, “He says that is Mr. Read!” I looked at the foot of the levee, and saw two walking together. I hardly recognized the gentleman I was introduced to on the McRae in the one that now stood below me in rough sailor pants, a pair of boots, and a very thin and slazy lisle undershirt. That is all he had on, except an old straw hat, and—yes! he held a primer! I did not think it would be embarrassing to him to meet me under such circumstances; I only thought of Jimmy’s friend as escaping from a sad fate; so I rushed down a levee twenty feet high, saying, “O Mr. Read! You won’t recognize me, but I am Jimmy’s sister!” He blushed modestly, shook my hand as though we were old friends, and assured me he remembered me, was glad to meet me, etc. Then Miriam came down and talked to him, and then we went to the top of the levee where the rest were, and watched the poor Arkansas burn.

Source: Charles East, ed., The Civil War Diary of Sarah Morgan (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1991), 194–195.

68. E. H. Bereman: Letter to Her Husband (August 10, 1862)

Introduction

Jacob B. Ritner grew up in rural Iowa. His wife, Emeline Bereman, was born in Kentucky, but her father, an ardent abolitionist, moved the family to Indiana because of his opposition to slavery. Subsequently the Bereman family moved to Iowa, where Jacob and Emeline met and married. Ritner supported the family by working as a teacher until the Civil War began. He responded to Lincoln’s call for 75,000 volunteers by joining the 1st Iowa Infantry. During his 100-day term of service, Ritner witnessed the Battle of Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861) in Missouri. Ritner subsequently enlisted in the 25th Iowa, a regiment that participated in many of the major western campaigns, including Vicksburg and Chattanooga, as part of XV Corps, Army of the Tennessee. The war had a huge effect on the Ritner and Bereman families, with two of Jacob’s brothers and all six of Emeline’s brothers as well as her father joining the Union Army. Emeline’s mother worked as a nurse in St. Louis. The following letter from Emeline’s mother to her husband, who is off serving in the army, demonstrates the anxiety experienced by civilians as they waited for war news to learn the fate of their loved ones. The letter was written on the same day that the Battle of Wilson’s Creek took place, although the writer is ignorant of this.
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From Emeline’s Mother to Emeline’s Father

[Mt. Pleasant, Iowa]

Aug 10, 1862

Dear Husband,

We have been looking for a letter from you for two weeks and received none. I have commenced to write again. Maybe you are sick and can’t write. If so, get somebody to write me. I want to hear from you very much and more than that. We want you to come home and that soon. We are all in excitement here again. There never was such a time before. I thought I wouldn’t hurry you home before your time was out, although, I wished you were home many times, especially at this time.

I suppose you have heard of the 300,000 volunteers called for and 300,000 to be done after. All the loyal men are determined not to be drafted. They are enlisting so there will not be many to be drafted and all the disloyal will be left at home … 8 or 18 left already. The disloyal ones are getting to be very bold.

Roderick was getting up a company. Sent a recruiting officer to Rome [Iowa]. They threatened to hang him, saying there were men in Mt. Pleasant have promised to help them to hang all the abolitionists. Three of them have been taken and sent to Alton….

Jim was sworn in yesterday. Till is to stay with Car if he is not drafted. Jont is to be down tomorrow to be sworn in. I don’t know what will become of Sarah. They moved down Thursday. She was crying all the time. Says she can’t stay at home and her father and mother are such hardheaded Democrats, they don’t think Jont ought to go so she can’t stay there.

Pro Smith is captain of a company. Jake is lieutenant. Their company is nearly full. They expect to start next week. Roderick’s is full. There are four more companies making up here. Em expected Car today with her. She don’t know what to do and what will we do. Till is going to leave in a day or two….

We are in an awful fix here. We heard Tom had resigned but can’t hear from him. Jake says he has resigned to get to be Maj. General…. Al hasn’t got his discharge yet. He is in a fret. He wants a place in [with] some of the new recruits…. What is left are for going into home guard. They have 40 muskets. I shall be so uneasy till you get home. So much more traveling more than when you left. I wish you were home tonight. I would have one night’s rest. I always feel safe when you are home.

Your affectionate wife,

E. H. Bereman

Source: Charles F. Larimer, ed., Love and Valor: The Intimate Civil War Letters between Captain Jacob and Emeline Ritner (Western Springs, IL: Sigourney, 2000), 56–57. Used by permission of Charles F. Larimer.

69. Little Crow: Speech Preceding the Minnesota Sioux Uprising (August 18, 1862)

Introduction

In 1851 the Sioux had signed treaties ceding land in exchange for money and goods. Widespread treaty violations, official corruption, and nonpayment of promised annuities led to the Minnesota (Santee) Sioux Uprising of 1862, one of the bloodiest Indian wars in American history. It began at a time when U.S. Army regulars had been withdrawn from the western territories to prosecute the Civil War in the East. Multiple bands of Sioux joined forces to attack and kill several hundred white settlers in August 1862. Major General John Pope, who had been replaced following his debacle at the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 29–30, 1862) and transferred to a backwater assignment in Minnesota as commander of the Department of the Northwest, had to confront the uprising. In this speech before the attack, Chief Little Crow announces his intention of going to war despite the near certainty of defeat. Noting that the white men are fighting among themselves, he predicts that they will nevertheless defeat the Sioux. The task of retaliation for the Sioux attack fell to a volunteer brigade that went on campaign and captured more than 1,000 Sioux in a matter of weeks. In a single day in a series of brief show trials, military tribunals condemned 303 Sioux to death. President Abraham Lincoln commuted most of the sentences: 38 were hanged in a mass execution on December 26, 1862, while the rest were imprisoned for four years, during which a third of them died. Minnesota’s white population resented Lincoln’s intervention. The Sioux reservations were confiscated, and the Sioux were exiled to Nebraska. Little Crow and a small band of his followers escaped to Canada. When Little Crow returned to Minnesota the following summer, a settler shot and killed him.
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Taoyateduta is not a coward, and he is not a fool! When did he run away from his enemies? When did he leave his braves behind him on the warpath and turn back to his tepee? When you ran away from your enemies, he walked behind on your trail with his face to the Ojibways and covered your backs as a she-bear covers her cubs! Is Taoyateduta without scalps? Look at his war feathers! Behold the scalp locks of your enemies hanging there on his lodgepoles! Do they call him a coward? Taoyateduta is not a coward, and he is not a fool. Braves, you are like little children: you know not what you are doing.

You are full of the white man’s devil water. You are like dogs in the Hot Moon when they run mad and snap at their own shadows. We are only little herds of buffalo left scattered; the great herds that once covered the prairies are no more. See!—the white men are like the locusts when they fly so thick that the whole sky is a snowstorm. You may kill one—two—ten; yes, as many as the leaves in the forest yonder, and their brothers will not miss them. Kill one—two—ten, and ten times ten will come to kill you. Count your fingers all day long and white men with guns in their hands will come faster than you can count.

Yes, they fight among themselves—away off. Do you hear the thunder of their big guns? No; it would take you two moons to run down to where they are fighting, and all the way your path would be among white soldiers as thick as tamaracks in the swamps of the Ojibways. Yes, they fight among themselves, but if you strike at them they will all turn on you and devour you and your women and little children just as the locusts in their time fall on the trees and devour all the leaves in one day.

You are fools. You cannot see the face of your chief; your eyes are full of smoke. You cannot hear his voice; your ears are full of roaring waters. Braves, you are little children—you are fools. You will die like the rabbits when the hungry wolves hunt them in the Hard Moon.

Taoyateduta is not a coward: he will die with you.

Source: Hanford Lennox Gordon, The Feast of the Virgins and Other Poems (Chicago: Laird and Lee, 1891), 343–344.

70. George B. McClellan: Message to Lincoln from Frederick, Maryland (September 13, 1862)

Introduction

On the morning of September 13, 1862, the Army of the Potomac was moving west from Washington, D.C., to counter General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Lee’s army had crossed the Potomac River into Maryland. The commander of the Union army, Major General George B. McClellan, had little idea of where Lee’s army was heading. After McClellan’s army entered Frederick, Maryland, on September 12, soldiers settled into camps for the night. The next morning, a corporal in the 27th Indiana Infantry found a letter headed “Special Order 191” wrapped around three cigars. He took the order to his regimental commander, who recognized its importance and passed it up the chain of command. When it reached McClellan, he realized that he had a genuine copy of Lee’s plans for Confederate troop movements covering the next several days. Somehow, a careless Confederate staff officer had lost this copy of the order. The discovery of Lee’s Special Order No. 191 was the greatest intelligence find of the war. McClellan now knew the location of the major elements of Lee’s army and, more important, what Lee intended to do. McClellan understood that Lee had divided his army to accomplish several goals. Armed with this information, McClellan had the opportunity to advance rapidly and destroy major elements of Lee’s army before it could reunite. Accordingly, McClellan sent the following dispatch to President Abraham Lincoln. Subsequently, the cautious McClellan failed to take advantage of the fabulous intelligence contained in Special Order No. 191.
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HEADQUARTERS, Frederick, September 13, 1862–12 m.

(Received 2.35 a. m., September 14.)

To the PRESIDENT:

I have the whole rebel force in front of me, but am confident, and no time shall be lost. I have a difficult task to perform, but with God’s blessing will accomplish it. I think Lee has made a gross mistake, and that he will be severely punished for it. The army is in motion as rapidly as possible. I hope for a great success if the plans of the rebels remain unchanged. We have possession of Catoctin. I have all the plans of the rebels, and will catch them in their own trap if my men are equal to the emergency. I now feel that I can count on them as of old. All forces of Pennsylvania should be placed to co-operate at Chambersburg. My respects to Mrs. Lincoln. Received most enthusiastically by the ladies. Will send you trophies. All well, and with God’s blessing will accomplish it.

GEO. B. McCLELLAN.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 19, Part 2 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1887), 281.

71. Josiah Gorgas: Diary Entry about Southern Optimism (September 14, 1862)

Introduction

The late summer of 1862 witnessed the South’s first and only multiarmy offensive of the war. Three advances, including two incursions into enemy territory, took place. In the East, General Robert E. Lee crossed the Potomac River into Maryland, where he hoped to find food, new recruits, and perhaps the opportunity to decisively defeat the Union Army of the Potomac. In western Tennessee, two small Confederate forces maneuvered against Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s army in order to divert it from helping Union forces in middle and eastern Tennessee. Those forces were the target of Major General Braxton Bragg and Major General Edmund Kirby Smith, who planned to cooperate in a march north into Kentucky. European nations, particularly Great Britain, waited to see if the South would win another major battle that would justify intervention on behalf of the South. The prospect of Southern independence never shone more brightly than at this time. The following entry from the diary of Josiah Gorgas, the chief of ordnance for the Confederacy, expresses prevailing Southern optimism. Both Bragg’s invasion of Kentucky (August–September 1862) and Lee’s invasion of Maryland (September 1862) ended in failure.
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September 14th. Our Army has crossed over into Maryland and is now, I hope at Harrisburgh and on its way to Philadelphia. We shall have to fight one more great battle to defeat that army now at and about Washington, and then the enemy will be completely prostrate at our feet. God grant us this victory, not for vengeance but for peace—let us trust in Him.—In Kentucky General Kirby Smith is probably on the bank of the Ohio. I trust Cincinnati is ours, or will be soon. Our forces in Kentucky and in Maryland are sufficient to overwhelm the foe and now is the time for audacity.

Source: Sarah Woolfolk Wiggins, ed., The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857–1878 (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1995), 52. Used by permission of the University of Alabama Press.

72. George Smalley: Union Newspaper Report about the Battle of Antietam (September 20, 1862)

Introduction

After inflicting a bad defeat on Major General John Pope’s army and driving it back inside the fortifications of Washington, D.C., General Robert E. Lee invaded Maryland. Major General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac cautiously followed Lee until the morning of September 13, 1863, when a soldier fortuitously discovered a copy of Lee’s orders that had been lost by a careless Confederate officer. Armed with this priceless intelligence, McClellan advanced against Lee. McClellan’s unexpected aggression surprised Lee and forced him to offer battle along the banks of Antietam Creek, near Sharpsburg, Maryland. The Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) began when McClellan ordered Major General Joseph Hooker to commence a dawn attack against Lee’s left flank. After the Confederates fought Hooker’s I Corps to a standstill, Brigadier General Joseph K. F. Mansfield’s XII Corps entered the battle against the Confederate left. McClellan’s army outnumbered Lee by about two to one. However, McClellan sacrificed his advantage by conducting a series of uncoordinated piecemeal attacks beginning with Hooker’s attack, then hitting the Confederate center and eventually striking the Confederate right. By the narrowest, Lee’s army held its position. Nonetheless, the bloodiest single day of the war was a Union victory. Estimated losses were 12,410 Union and 13,724 Confederate casualties. An eyewitness to the battle was the journalist George W. Smalley. Smalley not only saw the fighting but also delivered several orders for Hooker during that general’s morning attack. Smalley’s report on the battle was the first full account to reach Washington, D.C. After it was published in the New York Tribune on September 20, 1862, numerous other newspapers reprinted it. Often newspaper accounts of battles were wildly exaggerated or factually wrong. Smalley’s account was a model for accuracy and clarity. The following excerpt presents Smalley’s description of the initial Union attack.
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Fierce and desperate battle between 200,000 men has raged since daylight, yet night closes on an uncertain field. It is the greatest fight since Waterloo; all over the field contested with an obstinacy equal even to Waterloo. If not wholly a victory tonight, I believe it is the prelude to a victory to-morrow. But what can be foretold of the future of a fight in which from five in the morning till seven at night the best troops of the continent have fought without decisive result.

The battle began with the dawn. Morning found both armies just as they had slept, almost close enough to look into each other’s eyes. The left of Meade’s Reserves and the right of Rickett’s line became engaged at nearly the same moment, one with artillery, the other with infantry. A battery was almost immediately pushed forward beyond the central woods, over a plowed field, near the top of the slope where the cornfield began. On the open field, in the corn beyond and in the woods which stepped forward into the broad fields, like a promontory into the ocean, was the hardest and deadliest struggle of the day.

For half an hour after the battle had grown to its full strength, the line of fire swayed neither way. Hooker’s men were fully up to their work. They saw their General everywhere in front, never away from the fire, and all the troops believed in their commander, and fought with a will. Two-thirds of them were the same men who, under MacDowell, had broken at Manassas.

The half hour passed, the Rebels began to give way a little, only a little, but at the first indication of a receding fire, Forward, was the word, and on went the line with a cheer and a rush. Back across the cornfield, leaving dead and wounded behind them, over the fence, and across the road, and then back again into the dark woods which closed around them, went the retreating Rebels.

Meade and his Pennsylvanians followed hard and fast—followed till they came within easy range of the woods, among which they saw their beaten enemy disappearing—followed still, with another cheer, and flung themselves against the cover.

But out of those gloomy woods came, suddenly and heavily, terrible volleys—volleys which smote, and bent and broke, in a moment, that eager front, and hurled them swiftly back for half the distance they had won. Not swiftly, nor in panic, any further. Closing up their shattered lines, they came slowly away—a regiment where a brigade had been hardly a brigade where a whole division had been victorious. They had met from the woods the first volleys of musketry from fresh troops—had met them and returned them till their line had yielded and gone down before the weight of fire, and till their ammunition was exhausted.

In ten minutes the fortune of the day seemed to have changed—it was the Rebels now who were advancing, pouring out of the woods in endless lines, sweeping through the corn-field from which their comrades just fled. Hooker sent in his nearest brigade to meet them, but it could not do the work. He called for another. There was nothing close enough unless he took it from his right. His right might be in danger if it was weakened, but his centre was already threatened with annihilation. Not hesitating one moment, he sent to Doubleday: “Give me your best brigade instantly.”

The best brigade came down the hill to the right on the run, went through the timber in front through a storm of shot and bursting shell and crashing limbs, over the open field beyond, and straight into the corn field, passing as they went the fragments of three brigadges [sic], shattered by the Rebel fire, and streaming to the rear. They passed by Hooker, whose eyes lighted as he saw these veteran troops led by a soldier whom he knew he could trust. “I think they will hold it,” he said.

Gen. Hartstuff took his troops very steadily but now that they were under fire, not hurriedly, up the hill from which the corn field begins to descend and formed them on the crest. Not a man who was not in full view—not one, who bent before the storm. Firing at first in volleys, they fired then at will with wonderful rapidity and effect. The whole line crowned the hill and stood out darkly against the sky, but lighted and shrouded ever in flame and smoke. They were the Twelfth and Thirteenth Massachusetts and another regiment which I cannot remember—old troops all of them.

There for half an hour they held the ridge, unyielding in purpose, exhaustless in courage. There were gaps in the line, but it nowhere bent. Their General was severely wounded early in the fight, but they fought on. Their supports did not come—they determined to win without them. They began to go down the hill and into the corn; they did not stop to think that their ammunition was nearly gone; they were there to win that field, and they won it. The rebel line for the second time fled through the corn and into the woods. I cannot tell how few of Harstuff’s brigade were left when the work was done, but it was done. There was no more gallant, determined, heroic fighting in all this desperate day. General Hartstuff is very severely wounded, but I do not believe he counts his success too dearly purchased.

The crisis of the fight at this point had arrived; Ricketts division, vainly endeavoring to advance, and exhausted by the effort, had fallen back. Part of Mansfield’s corps was ordered to their relief, but Mansfield’s troops came back again, and their General was mortally wounded. The left nevertheless was too extended to be turned, and too strong to be broken. Ricketts sent word he could not advance, but could hold his ground. Doubleday kept his guns at work on the right, and had finally silenced a Rebel battery that for half an hour had poured in a galling enfilading fire along Hooker’s central line.

There were woods in front of Doubleday’s hill which the Rebels held, but so long as those guns pointed that way they did not care to attack. With his left then able to take care of itself, with his right impregnable with two brigades of Mansfield still fresh and coming rapidly up, and with this center a second time victorious, General Hooker determined to advance. Orders were sent to Crawford and Gordon—the two Mansfield brigades—to move directly forward at once, the batteries in the center were ordered on, the whole line was called on, and the General himself went forward.

To the right of the cornfield and beyond it was a point of woods. Once carried and firmly held, it was the key of the position. Hooker determined to take it. He rode out in front of his furthest troops on a hill to examine the ground for a battery. At the top he dismounted and went forward on foot, completed his reconnaissance, and returned and remounted. The musketry fire from the point of woods was all the while extremely hot. As he put his foot in the stirrup a fresh volley of rifle bullets came whizzing by. The tall soldierly figure of the General, the white horse which he rode, the elevated place where he was—all made him a most dangerously conspicuous mark. So he had been all day, riding often without a staff officer or an orderly near him—all sent off on urgent duty—visible everywhere on the field. The Rebel bullets had followed him all day, but they had not hit him, and he would not regard them. Remounting on this hill he had not ridden five steps when he was struck in the foot by a ball.

Three men were shot down at the same moment by his side. The air was alive with bullets. He kept on his horse for a few moments, though the wound was severe and excessively painful, and would not dismount till he had given his last order to advance. He was himself in the very front. Swaying unsteadily on his horse, he turned in his seat to look about him. “There is a regiment to the right. Order it forward! Crawford and Gordon are coming up. Tell them to carry these woods and hold them—and it is our fight!”

Source: “The Contest in Maryland,” New York Daily Tribune, September 20, 1862, 5.

73. Alexander Gardner: Photograph of the Dead after the Battle of Antietam (September 1862)

Introduction

Photography had first become possible in the late 1830s, but during the Civil War the technology did not yet exist to mass-produce photographs for publication. Mathew Brady and his many assistants, including Timothy O’Sullivan and Alexander Gardner, were among the first photographers to travel with the Union armies, hauling their heavy equipment in horse-drawn wagons. Civil War photographers traveled with bulky cameras and portable darkrooms in the form of a tent on a wagon. The cameras and plates of the era required at least 30 seconds of exposure time, during which the subject had to remain motionless. The plates had to be developed quickly, before the image faded away. Although photography was too slow to capture battle action on film, thousands of Civil War photographs show camps and buildings, individual or group portraits, posed scenes, and corpses on the battlefields. Brady and his assistants took more than 3,500 photographs. Traveling with the army to record the war was dangerous work. Brady later said that “No one will ever know what I went through to secure those negatives.” His vivid photographs of the battlefield carnage brought the reality of war home to the civilian population for the first time in history. Most of Brady’s photographs are preserved at the Library of Congress and the National Archives. This photograph was taken after the Battle of Antietam by Gardner, Brady’s assistant. Brady titled a set of such photographs “The Dead of Antietam.” They were quickly shipped to New York City and displayed for sale and exhibition. The collection created a popular stir because it was the first time Americans had seen such graphic photographs illustrating the cost of war.

Source: Library of Congress.
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74. Alpheus S. Williams: Letter about the Battle of Antietam (September 22, 1862)

Introduction

The Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) began when Major General George B. McClellan ordered Major General Joseph Hooker to commence a dawn attack against General Robert E. Lee’s left flank. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac outnumbered Lee by about two to one. However, McClellan sacrificed his advantage by conducting a series of uncoordinated piecemeal attacks. After the Confederates fought Hooker’s I Corps to a standstill, Brigadier General Joseph K. F. Mansfield’s XII Corps marched onto the field. The corps arrived in a tightly packed mass, with each regiment marching in a column of companies (one company behind another). The corps advanced through the East Woods toward the Dunkard Church. Mansfield was killed almost immediately. The senior division commander, Brigadier General Alpheus S. Williams, assumed command and ordered the attack continued. The two infantry divisions belonging to XII Corps shattered the Confederate left. When Williams’s division ran low on ammunition, he withdrew to replenish and rest. McClellan’s uncoordinated attacks continued, hitting the Confederate center next and eventually the Confederate right. By the narrowest, Lee’s army held its position. On the evening of September 18, 1862, Lee retreated. The bloodiest single day of the war was a Union victory. Estimated losses were 12,410 Union and 13,724 Confederate casualties. The following excerpt from Williams’s letter to his daughter, written on September 22, 1862, relates his experiences at Antietam.
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I had parted with Gen. Mansfield but a moment before this and in five minutes afterward his staff officer reported to me that he was mortally wounded and the command of the corps devolved on me. I began at once to deploy the new regiments. The old ones had already gotten themselves into line. Taking hold of one, I directed Gens. Crawford and Gordon to direct the others. I got mine in line pretty well by having a fence to align it on and having got it in this way I ordered the colonel to go forward and open fire the moment he saw the Rebels. Poor fellow! He was killed within ten minutes. His regiment, advancing in line, was split in two by coming in contact with a barn. One part did very well in the woods but the trouble with this regiment and the others was that in attempting to move them forward or back or to make any maneuver they fell into inextricable confusion and fell to the rear, where they were easily rallied. The men were of an excellent stamp, ready and willing, but neither officers nor men knew anything, and there was an absence of the mutual confidence which drill begets. Standing still, they fought bravely.

When we engaged the enemy he was in a strip of woods, long but narrow. We drove him from this, across a ploughed field and through a cornfield into another woods, which was full of ravines. There the enemy held us in check till 9½ o’clock, when there was a general cessation of musketry. All over the ground we had advanced on, the Rebel dead and wounded lay thick, much more numerous than ours, but ours were painfully mingled in. Our wounded were rapidly carried off and some of the Rebels’. Those we were obliged to leave begged so piteously to be carried away. Hundreds appealed to me and I confess that the rage of battle had not hardened my heart so that I did not feel a pity for them. Our men gave them water and as far as I saw always treated them kindly.

The necessities of the case were so great that I was obliged to put my whole corps into action at once. The roar of the infantry was beyond anything conceivable to the uninitiated. Imagine from 8,000 to 10,000 men on one side, with probably a larger number on the other, all at once discharging their muskets. If all the stone and brick houses of Broadway should tumble at once the roar and rattle could hardly be greater, and amidst this, hundreds of pieces of artillery, right and left, were thundering as a sort of bass to the infernal music.

At 9½ o’clock Gen. Sumner was announced as near at hand with his corps. As soon as his columns began to arrive I withdrew mine by degrees to the shelter of the woods for the purpose of rest, to collect stragglers, and to renew the ammunition. Several of the old regiments had fired nearly forty rounds each man. They had stood up splendidly and had forced back the enemy nearly a mile. The new regiments were badly broken up, but I collected about one-half of them and placed them in support of batteries. The regiments had up to this time suffered comparatively little. The 3rd Wisconsin and [the] 27th Indiana had lost a good many men, but few officers. I began to hope that we should get off, when Sumner attacked, with but little loss. I rode along where our advanced lines had been. Not an enemy appeared. The woods in front were as quiet as any sylvan shade could be. Presently a single report came and a ball whizzed close to my horse. Two or three others followed all in disagreeable closeness to my person. I did not like to hurry, but I lost as little time as possible in getting out of the range of sharpshooters.

Source: Alpheus S. Williams Papers, Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library.

75. Abraham Lincoln: Emancipation Proclamation (September 22, 1862)

Introduction

The following is the text of the Emancipation Proclamation, a decree signed by President Abraham Lincoln on September 22, 1862. Lincoln had held off issuing the decree until the Union won an important battle. His opportunity came when the Union Army of the Potomac earned a hard-won victory at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) near Sharpsburg, Maryland, and forced the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia to retreat across the nearby Potomac River. Effective January 1, 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation freed the slaves in all areas rebelling against the Union at that point in time. Technically, therefore, the proclamation did not free any slaves, as slaves from conquered Confederate territory had already been freed under a series of Confiscation Acts regarding captured contraband, while slaves in areas still controlled by the Confederacy were not affected by the proclamation, nor were slaves residing in the border states that had remained loyal to the Union. Despite the limited practical impact of the proclamation, however, it had an enormous psychological impact. It elevated the abolition of slavery to one of the North’s stated war aims, gained the support of European nations that had long since abolished slavery, and undercut Confederate hopes for foreign support. The proclamation also set a precedent for the adoption of the Thirteenth Amendment, which banned slavery, after the war ended in a Union victory in 1865. As such, the Emancipation Proclamation represents one of the turning points in national history.
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Whereas, on the 22nd day of September, in the year of our Lord 1862, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit:

“That on the 1st day of January, in the year of our Lord 1863, all persons held as slaves within any state or designated part of a state, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the executive government of the United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom.

“That the executive will, on the 1st day of January aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the states and parts of states, if any, in which the people thereof, respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and the fact that any state or the people thereof shall on that day be in good faith represented in the Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such states shall have participated shall, in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence that such state and the people thereof are not then in rebellion against the United States.”

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of the power in me vested as a commander in chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, in time of actual armed rebellion against the authority and government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on this 1st day of January, in the year of our Lord 1863, and in accordance with my purpose so to do, publicly proclaimed for the full period of 100 days from the day first above mentioned, order and designate as the states and parts of states wherein the people thereof, respectively, are this day in rebellion against the United States the following, to wit:

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana (except the parishes of St. Bernard, Plaquemines, Jefferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. James, Ascension, Assumption, Terrebonne, Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, including the city of New Orleans), Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia (except the forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, and also the counties of Berkeley, Accomac, Northampton, Elizabeth City, York, Princess Anne, and Norfolk, including the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth), and which excepted parts are for the present left precisely as if this proclamation were not issued.

And, by virtue of the power and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare that all persons held as slaves within said designated states and parts of states are, and henceforward shall be, free; and that the executive government of the United States, including the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons.

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self-defense; and I recommend to them that, in all cases when allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages.

And I further declare and make known that such persons of suitable condition will be received into the armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service.

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind and the gracious favor of Almighty God.

Source: Abraham Lincoln, Emancipation Proclamation, January 1, 1863, Presidential Proclamations, 1791–1991, Record Group 11, General Records of the United States Government, National Archives.

76. George B. McClellan: Report on the Battle of Antietam (October 15, 1862)

Introduction

The Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862) at Sharpsburg, Maryland, began when Major General George B. McClellan ordered a dawn attack against Lee’s left flank. McClellan’s army outnumbered General Robert E. Lee’s army by about two to one. However, McClellan sacrificed his advantage by conducting a series of uncoordinated piecemeal attacks beginning on the left, then hitting the Confederate center, and eventually striking the Confederate right. By the narrowest, Lee’s army held its position. The bloodiest single day of the war cost the Union about 12,410 casualties and the Confederates about 13,724 casualties. On the night of September 18, 1862, Lee retreated, thereby leaving Union forces in possession of the field and able to claim victory. Almost every participant recognized that the Union had missed a great opportunity to badly defeat Lee’s army and possibly even destroy substantial portions of it. The exception was McClellan. The following excerpt from his report begins with a description of the arrival of Confederate reinforcements from Harpers Ferry just as the final Union attack was preparing to capture Sharpsburg and cut Lee’s line of retreat. These reinforcements struck the Union army by surprise and drove back the Union left wing. McClellan characteristically exaggerates the enemy’s force, claiming that the battle involved “nearly 200,000 men” when in fact his army had about 80,000 and Lee had about 40,000. McClellan had another chance on September 18 but, as his report notes, timidly chose to do nothing. The remainder of his report is typical of the man. He blames others for his lack of success, complains that his army was “inferior in numbers” and worn out, and then praises his own accomplishments. McClellan had behaved like this in the past. In the coming weeks he failed to show any aggressive spirit, so President Abraham Lincoln removed him from command on November 5, 1862.
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The advance of the troops brought on an obstinate and sanguinary contest, and from the great natural advantages of the position, it was nearly 1 o’clock before the heights on the right bank were carried. At about 3 o’clock P.M. the corps again advanced, and with success, driving the enemy before it, and pushing on nearly to Sharpsburgh, while the left, after a hard encounter, also compelled the enemy to retire before it. The enemy here, however, were speedily reinforced, and with overwhelming masses. New batteries of their artillery, also, were brought up and opened. It became evident that our force was not sufficient to enable the advance to reach the town, and the order was given to retire to the cover of the hill, which was taken from the enemy earlier in the afternoon. This movement was effected without confusion, and the position maintained until the enemy retreated. Gen. Burnside had sent to me for reinforcements late in the afternoon, but the condition of things on the right was not such as to enable me to afford them.

With the day closed this memorable battle, in which, perhaps, nearly 200,000 men were for 14 hours engaged in combat. We had attacked the enemy in position, driven them from their line on one flank, and secured a footing within it on the other. Under the depression of previous reverses, we had achieved a victory over an adversary invested with the prestige of former successes and inflated with a recent triumph. Our forces slept that night conquerors on a field won by their valor, and covered with the dead and wounded of the enemy.

The night, however, presented serious questions; morning brought on grave responsibilities. To renew the attack again on the 18th, or to defer it, with the chance of the enemy’s retirement after a day of suspense, were the questions before me. A careful and anxious survey of the condition of my command, and my knowledge of the enemy’s force and position, failed to impress me with any reasonable certainty of success, if I renewed the attack without reinforcing columns. A view of the shattered state of some of the corps sufficed to deter me from pressing them into immediate action, and I felt that my duty to the army and the country forbade the risks involved in a hasty movement, which might result in the loss of what had been gained the previous day. Impelled by this consideration, I awaited the arrival of my reinforcements, taking advantage of the occasion to collect together the dispersed, give rest to the fatigued, and remove the wounded. Of the reinforcements, Couch’s division, although marching with commendable rapidity, was not in position until a late hour in the morning; and Humphrey’s division of new troops, fatigued with forced marches, were arriving throughout the day, but were not available until near its close. Large reinforcements from Pennsylvania, which were expected during the day, did not arrive at all.

During the 16th, orders were given for a renewal of the attack at daylight on the 19th. On the night of the 18th, the enemy, after having been passing troops in the latter part of the day from the Virginia shore to their position behind Sharpsburgh, as seen by our officers, suddenly formed the design of abandoning their line. This movement they executed before daylight. Being but a short distance from the river, the evacuation presented but little difficulty. It was, however, rapidly followed up.

A reconnaissance was made across the river on the evening of the 19th, which resulted in ascertaining the near presence of the enemy in some force, and in our capturing six guns.

A second reconnaissance, the next morning, which with the first, was made by a small detachment from Porter’s corps, resulted in observing a heavy force of the enemy there. The detachment withdrew with slight loss. I submit herewith a list of the killed, wounded and missing in the engagements of the 15th, and of the 16th and 17th. The enemy’s loss is believed, from the best sources of information, to be nearly thirty thousand. Their dead were mostly left on the field, and a large number of wounded were left behind.

The early and disgraceful surrender of Harper’s Ferry deprived my operations of results which would have formed a brilliant sequence to the substantial and gratifying success already related. Had the garrison held out 24 hours longer, I should, in all probability, have captured that part of the enemy’s force engaged in the attack on the Maryland Heights, while the whole garrison, some 12,000 strong, could have been drawn to reinforce me on the day of the decisive battle—certainly on the morning of the 18th. I would thus have been in a position to have destroyed the rebel army. Under the same circumstances, had the besieging force on the Virginia side at Harper’s Ferry not been withdrawn, I would have had 35,000 or 40,000 less men to encounter at Antietam, and must have captured or destroyed all opposed to me. As it was, I had to engage an army fresh from a recent, and to them a great victory, and to reap the disadvantages of their being freshly and plentifully supplied with ammunition and supplies.

The object and results of this brief campaign may be summed up as follows: In the beginning of the month of September, the safety of the National Capital was seriously endangered by the presence of a victorious enemy, who soon after crossed, into Maryland, and then directly threatened Washington and Baltimore, while they occupied the soil of a loyal State, and threatened an invasion of Pennsylvania. The army of the Union, inferior in numbers, wearied by long marches, deficient in various supplies, worn out by numerous battles, the last of which had not been successful, first covered, by its movements, the important cities of Washington and Baltimore; then boldly attacked the victorious enemy in their chosen strong position, and drove them back, with all their superiority of numbers, into the State of Virginia: thus saving the loyal States from invasion, and rudely dispelling the rebel dreams of carrying the war into our country and subsisting upon our resources. Thirteen guns and thirty-nine colors, more than fifteen thousand stand of small arms, and more than six thousand prisoners, were the trophies which attest the success of our arms.

Rendering thanks to Divine Providence for its blessing upon our exertions, I close this brief report. I beg only to add the hope that the army’s efforts for the cause in which we are engaged will be deemed worthy to receive the commendation of the Government and the country.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. B. McCLELLAN,

Major-General United States Army.

Brig.-Gen. L. THOMAS, Adjutant-General U.S. Army.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 19, Part 1 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1887), 31, 32–33.

77. Edward Porter Alexander: Memoir Excerpt on Confederate Recovery (Autumn 1862)

Introduction

On the evening of September 18 following his costly defeat at the Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), General Robert E. Lee withdrew his army from Maryland and slowly moved toward his advance depot at Winchester, Virginia. The failure of his opponent, Major General George B. McClellan, to pursue allowed Lee’s army to recover from the arduous campaign. Many Confederate soldiers had refused to cross the Potomac River with Lee’s army on the grounds that they had enlisted to defend the South, not invade the North. Thousands of others had been unable to keep up with the army’s rapid marches, in large part because their shoes had fallen apart, forcing them to march barefooted. The lack of supplies, particularly food, had weakened and discouraged many others. As time passed, many of these men rejoined the ranks. Nonetheless, Confederate supply problems continued. On November 7, 1862, Lee wrote to the Confederate secretary of war that it had been snowing all day, yet his men still lacked clothing, blankets, and shoes. Edward P. Alexander was an artillery officer serving in Lee’s army. The following excerpt from his memoirs describes the period of rest and recovery following the Battle of Antietam. Alexander alludes to Belle Boyd, a 17-year-old Confederate heroine who had provided Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson with useful information the previous spring during Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign (May–June 1862). Boyd became celebrated as a spy, but as Alexander notes, her actual accomplishments were modest.

Primary Source

… The time was devoted to much needed rest & recruiting & drilling, & there were also I think some reviews. I was at this camp. I think that Gen. Wolseley of the British army paid us a visit. He ever afterward was a great admirer of Gen. Lee, & ranked him among the greatest generals who ever lived. And he appreciated that Lee was a noble in character as he was great. A dim picture arises in my mind of some review or parade which Wolseley attended, & of seeing there, on horseback, attended by some of Gen. Stuart’s staff Miss Belle Boyd, who acquired & cultivated the newspaper reputation of being a Confederate spy. I believe that once, when she was residing somewhere outside our lines, she rode into them & told of seeing some Federal troops pass her house; but that was about the amount of it all, & the information was most likely of little value. Of course no woman could make an efficient spy, & the scouts whom we selected & sent on such errands were the best men, carefully chosen for special qualifications.

It was really wonderful how our numbers increased during this month. Brigades which had been reduced until they looked like only small regiments began again to look like brigades. Not only did the tens of thousands of stragglers left along the roadsides in our marches come back, but a good many fresh men from home came on, & were incorporated in the old regiments, & we began to feel that again we had an army. For our successful defense at Sharpsburg & our last day’s defiance of the enemy had given us renewed confidence that we could not be whipped.

Source: Gary W. Gallagher, ed., Fighting for the Confederacy: The Personal Recollections of General Edward Porter Alexander (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1989), 155. Copyright © 1989 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by permission of the publisher.

78. Henry L. Abbott: Letter about the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 17, 1862)

Introduction

One of the most futile major attacks of the entire war occurred on December 13, 1862, in Virginia at the First Battle of Fredericksburg. The Army of the Potomac, under the command of Major General Ambrose E. Burnside, crossed the Rappahannock River and assaulted the heights behind Fredericksburg. The principal attacks occurred against Marye’s Heights, where Confederate infantry sheltered behind a stone wall supported by a powerful artillery whose fire dominated the ground in front of the wall. Burnside ordered repeated charges against this formidable position. They had no chance of success. Among the regiments that charged Marye’s Heights was the 20th Massachusetts. Captain Henry L. Abbott served with the regiment (another captain was Oliver Wendell Holmes, the future U.S. Supreme Court justice). In a few brief moments, the regiment lost 60 men and 3 officers killed or wounded. Abbott wrote that “the men who ordered the crossing of the river are responsible to God for murder.” During the battle, the Army of the Potomac lost 12,700 men, while Confederate losses were 5,300. The futile assaults against Marye’s Heights badly discouraged the Union army. Soldiers lost faith in Burnside, who indeed would soon be replaced by Major General Joseph Hooker.
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New Falmouth, Virginia, Wednesday, December 17, 1862

My Dear George (Perry),

I suppose the letters I have written home describing the battles have got there. So I will only say, as a summing up of them, that we took over 320 men (into battle) & lost 165 men & 8 officers. However we are getting back the men in the hospitals, the detailed men & that sort of thing, so that we shall soon have a respectable number again. Holmes & Willard will soon return to duty, too. As it is, we have only 5 officers.

Macy & our regiment covered itself with glory & have received no end of compliments. The army generally didn’t fight well. The new regiments behaved shamefully, as well as many of the old ones. The whole army is demoralized. The 15th Mass. was seized with a panic at nothing at all & broke & ran like sheep. They have always been considered one of the most trustworthy regiments in the army. Hooker’s troops broke & ran. He is played out. Our loss was 10,000. The rebels may have lost 3,000. Burnside, who is a noble man, but not a general, is going to leave the army entirely. He rode through the town the last day without a single cheer. That conscientious donkey, Howard, after keeping our brigade shivering & freezing for an hour yesterday afternoon, listening to a sermon & benediction from him, proposed … three cheers for Burnside. Several men in a new regiment, the 127th Pnn., gave a mockery of three cheers for McClellan. We can never win another victory till he comes back, & even then, not till, after 3 months of winter quarters, he has had time to reorganize the army. Financial troubles & foreign intervention may stop the thing before that time expires, but any other course is certain destruction.

The only two generals left that this brigade believes in are Couch & Hall. We don’t know much about the former, except that he protested in the strongest manner against the whole thing. The army went over with the conviction, almost the determination, of getting licked & they have got thoroughly licked. If you people at home are going to allow us to be butchered any longer by Halleck & Stanton, you will find the enemy at your own doors.

Source: Abbott Family Civil War Letters Collection, MS Am 800.26. Courtesy of Houghton Library, Harvard University.

79. William S. Rosecrans: Report on the Battle of Stones River (January 5, 1863)

Introduction

On December 26, 1862, Major General William S. Rosecrans began an advance into middle Tennessee. The night of December 30 found his Union Army of the Cumberland, with 41,400 men, on the outskirts of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, a town on the banks of Stones River. The next morning, Confederate general Braxton Bragg launched his 34,700-man Army of Tennessee in a surprise attack against Rosecrans. The initial Confederate onslaught collapsed the Union left flank. By the narrowest, the battered Union army fell back to form a new line and repulse further Confederate attacks. Bragg thought that Rosecrans would surely retreat after such a blow. Instead, Rosecrans held his ground. Bragg tried another attack on January 2, 1863, but it failed dismally. Each army lost about 12,000 men, a staggering cost. When Bragg retreated, Rosecrans was able to claim victory. The Union named the engagement the Battle of Stones River. The victory came at an important time, because elsewhere it appeared that Union efforts were faltering. Disgruntled midwestern civilians had begun to talk about making peace. Instead, the Battle of Stones River encouraged patriots throughout the North to believe that the Union could win the war. After receiving Rosecrans’s report, President Abraham Lincoln also felt more hopeful. He subsequently informed Rosecrans that “I can never forget … that … you gave us a hard-earned victory, which had there been a defeat instead, the nation could scarcely have lived over.”
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, Via Nashville, Tenn., January 5, 1863.

We have fought one of the greatest battles of the war, and are victorious. Our entire success on the 31st was prevented by a surprise of the right flank; but have, nevertheless, beaten the enemy, after a three-days’ battle. They fled with great precipitancy on Saturday night. The last of their columns of cavalry left this morning. Their loss has been very heavy. Generals Rains and Hanson killed. Chalmers, Adams, and Breckinridge are wounded.

W. S. ROSECRANS, Major-General.

H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 20, Part 1.

80. Clement Vallandigham: Speech before Congress about the Conscription Bill (January 14, 1863)

Introduction

Clement L. Vallandigham (1820–1871) was a U.S. representative from Ohio and leader of the antiwar movement in the North. On January 14, 1863, during his final term, he made a speech before the House of Representatives—excerpted here—in which he blamed the abolitionist movement for plunging the nation into disunion and war and accused President Abraham Lincoln of despotism. Vallandigham argued that slavery should be tolerated for the sake of preserving the Union. When the House of Representatives adjourned in March, Vallandigham returned to Ohio and ran for governor. He courted arrest by making antiwar speeches before numerous audiences. Major General Ambrose E. Burnside, commander of the Military District of Ohio, had recently issued an order prohibiting statements of sympathy for the enemy. Vallandigham was arrested in May after a speech he made in Columbus, Ohio. He was held at a military prison and found guilty by a military tribunal. Vallandigham was sentenced to two years in prison, but Lincoln instead banished him to the Confederacy. After escaping to Canada, Vallandigham continued his ultimately unsuccessful campaign for governor from his headquarters in Ontario. Vallandigham’s defiant return to Ohio and politics in 1864 went unpunished, as the authorities no longer viewed him as dangerous.
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THE CONSCRIPTION BILL.

SPEECH DELIVERED IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 14, 1863.

In the last days of the late Congress, a law was enacted which gives the President power to call into the military service every man between the ages of eighteen and forty-five. No exceptions on the ground of color; and only a few special exemptions, at the head of which is the President. The Bill virtually admits that the war is no longer one to which the people give, freely, themselves and their substance; but a war whose further prosecution must be enforced by arbitrary power. The Constitution makes a distinction between the army and the militia; to the States, it reserves the right to control, officer, and discipline the latter, until mustered into the service of the United States. This reserved right of the States the Conscription Bill disregards, and clothes the President with power to convert the entire militia into a Federal army, under his immediate direction and command; leaving out those who are able and willing to commute by paying three hundred dollars.

The Bill passed the Senate without much opposition: went through at midnight, when Democrats and Conservatives were not there to oppose it, or even record their votes against it. On coming to the House, the Chairman of the Military Committee gave notice of their intention to bring the Bill to a final vote, without debate. Its opponents could not muster more than thirty fighting men, but had such men as VALLANDIGHAM and VOORHEES for leaders, and determined to give all the resistance parliamentary rules would permit. By perseverance and management, they brought the majority to a discussion of the Bill, and the war opened in earnest. A debate ensued which, for power, eloquence, strength of argument, and bold defense of constitutional rights, has not often been equalled. Inspired with the courage always given to those who are right, VALLANDIGHAM, VOORHEES, PENDLETON, and the others, standing unmoved against the strong current of despotism, boldly assailed the most dangerous and vulnerable features of the Bill. Its friends faltered, relaxed their hold upon one after another of their favorite despotic measures. They had determined to give the provost marshals power to arrest and hold civilians, but were compelled to insert a provision that persons arrested should be handed over to the civil authorities for trial. All that related to “treasonable practices” was stricken out, though retained in the “Indemnity Bill.” Other important concessions were made; thus, by fearless, and manly courage, a few sacred constitutional rights were wrested from the hard grasp of despotism. At the most exciting moment of the conflict, Mr. V. addressed the House. BINGHAM, of Ohio, thought his “assumptions unworthy of any man who had grown to man’s estate under the shelter of the Constitution.” VOORHEES replied he “had held the House spell-bound with one of the ablest arguments he had ever heard.”

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM said:

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not propose to discuss this bill at any great length in this House. I am satisfied that there is a settled purpose to enact it into a law, so far as it is possible for the action of the Senate and House, and the President, to make it such. I appeal, therefore, from you, from them, directly to the country; to a forum where there is no military committee, no previous question, no hour rule, and where the people themselves are the masters. I commend the spirit in which this discussion was commenced by the chairman of the military committee, (Mr. Olin,) and I do it the more cheerfully because, unfortunately, he is not always in so good a temper as he was to-day; and I trust, that throughout the debate, and on its close, he will exhibit that same disposition which characterized his opening remarks. Only let me caution him that he can not dictate to the minority here what course they shall pursue. But, sir, I regret that I can not extend the commendation to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Campbell,) who addressed the House a little while ago. His speech was extremely offensive, and calculated to stir up a spirit of bitterness and strife, not at all consistent with that in which debates in this House should be conducted. If he, or any other gentleman of the majority, imagines that any one here is to be deterred by threats, from the expression of his opinions, or from giving such votes as he may see fit to give, he has utterly misapprehended the temper and determination of those who sit on this side of the Chamber. His threat I hurl back with defiance into his teeth. I spurn it. I spit upon it. That is not the argument to be addressed to equals here; and I, therefore, most respectfully suggest, that hereafter, all such be dispensed with, and that we shall be spared personal denunciation, and insinuations against the loyalty of men who sit with me here; men whose devotion to the Constitution, and attachment to the Union of these States is as ardent and immoveable as yours, and who only differ from you as to the mode of securing the great object nearest their hearts.

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman will allow me—

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I yield for explanation.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker: It is a significant fact, that the gentleman from Ohio has applied my remarks to himself, and others on his side of the House. Why was this done? I was denouncing traitors here, and I will denounce them while I have a place upon this floor. It is my duty and my privilege to do so. And if the gentleman from Ohio chooses to give my remarks a personal application, he can so apply them.

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. That is enough.

Mr. CAMPBELL. One moment.

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Not another moment after that. I yielded the floor in the spirit of a gentleman, and not to be met in the manner of a blackguard. (Applause and hisses in the galleries.)

Mr. CAMPBELL. The member from Ohio is a blackguard. (Renewed hisses and applause in the galleries.)

Mr. ROBINSON. I rise to a question of order. I demand that the galleries be cleared. We have been insulted time and again by contractors and plunderers of the Government, in these galleries, and I ask that they be now cleared.

Mr. COX. I hope my friend from Illinois will not insist on that. Only a very small portion of those in the galleries take part in these disturbances. The fool killer will take care of them.

The SPEAKER pro tem. The chair will have to submit the question to the House.

Mr. COX. I hope the demand will be withdrawn.

The SPEAKER pro tem. The Chair will state, that if disorder is repeated, whether by applause or expressions of disapprobation, he will feel called upon himself to order the galleries to be cleared, trusting that the House will sustain him in so doing.

Mr. ROBINSON. I desire the order to be enforced now, and the galleries to be cleared, excepting the ladies gallery.

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I was going to say that I hoped the order would not be extended to that portion of the galleries[.]

Mr. ROBINSON. The galleries were cautioned this afternoon.

Mr. JOHNSON. And it is the same men who have been making this disturbance now. I know their faces well.

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I think, Mr. Speaker, that this lesson has not been lost; and that it is sufficiently impressed now upon the minds of the audience that this is a legislative, and is supposed to be a deliberative, assembly, and that no breach of decorum or order should occur among them, whatever may be the conduct of any of us on the floor. I trust, therefore, that my friends on this side will withdraw the demand for the enforcement of the rule of the House.

Mr. ROBINSON. I withdraw the demand.

Mr. VERREE. I raise the point of order, that members here, in debating questions before the House, are not at liberty to use language that is unparliamentary, and unworthy of a member.

The SPEAKER. That is the rule of the House.

Mr. VERREE. I hope it will be enforced.

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. And I hope that it will be enforced, also, against members on the other side of the Chamber. We have borne enough, more than enough of such language, for two years past.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois withdraws his demand to have the galleries cleared. The Chair desires to say to gentlemen in the galleries, that this being a deliberative body, it is not becoming this House, or the character of American citizens, to disturb its deliberations by any expression of approval or disapproval.

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The member from Pennsylvania (Mr. Campbell) alluded to-day, generally, to gentlemen on this side of the House. There was no mistaking the application. The language and gesture were both plain enough. He ventured also, approvingly, to call our attention to the opinions and course of conduct of some Democrats in the State of New York, as if we were to learn our lessons in Democracy, or in any thing else, from that quarter. I do not know, certainly, to whom he alluded. Perhaps it was to a gentleman who spoke, not long since, in the city of New York, and advocated on that occasion, what is called in stereotype phrase “the vigorous prosecution of the war,” and who, but two months previously, addressed assemblages in the same State and city, in which he proposed only to take Richmond, and then let the “wayward sisters depart in peace.” Now I know of no one on this side of the Chamber occupying such a position; and I, certainly, will not go to that quarter to learn lessons in patriotism or Democracy.

I have already said, that it is not my purpose to debate the general merits of this Bill at large, and for the reason, that I am satisfied that argument is of no avail here. I appeal, therefore, to the people. Before them, I propose to try this great question—the question of constitutional power, and of the unwise and injudicious exercise of it in this Bill. We have been compelled, repeatedly, since the 4th of March, 1861, to appeal to the same tribunal. We appealed to it at the recent election. And the people did pronounce judgment upon our appeal. The member from Pennsylvania ought to have heard their sentence, and I venture to say that he did hear it, on the night of the election. In Ohio they spoke as with the voice of many waters. The very question, of summary and arbitrary arrests, now sanctioned in this Bill, was submitted, as a direct issue, to the people of that State, as also of other States, and their verdict was rendered upon it. The Democratic Convention of Ohio, assembled on the 4th of July in the city of Columbus, the largest and best, ever held in the State, among other resolutions, of the same temper and spirit, adopted this without a dissenting voice:

“And we utterly condemn and denounce the repeated and gross violation, by the Executive of the United States, of the rights thus secured by the Constitution; and we also utterly repudiate and condemn the monstrous dogma, that in time of war the Constitution is suspended, or its power in any respect enlarged beyond the letter and true meaning of that instrument.

“And we view, also, with indignation and alarm, the illegal and unconstitutional seizure and imprisonment, for alleged political offenses, of our citizens, without judicial process, in States where such process is unobstructed, but by Executive order by telegraph, or otherwise, and call upon all who uphold the Union, the Constitution and the laws, to unite with us, in denouncing and repelling such flagrant violation of the State and Federal Constitutions, and tyrannical infraction of the rights and liberties of American citizens; and that the people of this State CAN NOT SAFELY, AND WILL NOT, SUBMIT to have the freedom of speech and freedom of the press, the two great and essential bulwarks of civil liberty, put down by unwarranted and despotic exertion of power.”

On that, the judgment of the people was given at the October elections, and the party candidates nominated by the convention which adopted that resolution, were triumphantly elected. So, too, with the candidates of the same party in the States of Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York. And, sir, that “healthy re-action,” recently, of which the member from Pennsylvania (Mr. Campbell) affected to boast, has escaped my keenest sense of vision. I see only that hand-writing on the wall which the fingers of the people wrote against him and his party, and this whole Administration, at the ballot-box, in October and November last. Talk to me, indeed, of the leniency of the Executive! too few arrests! too much forbearance by those in power! Sir, it is the people who have been too lenient. They have submitted to your oppressions and wrongs as no free people ought ever to submit. But the day of patient endurance has gone by at last. Mistake them not. They will be lenient no longer. Abide by the Constitution, stand by the laws, restore the Union, if you can restore it—not by force—you have tried that and failed. Try some other method now—the ancient, the approved, the reasonable way—the way in which the Union was first made. Surrender it not now—not yet—never. But unity is not Union; and attempt not, at your peril—I warn you—to coerce unity by the utter destruction of the Constitution and of the rights of the States and the liberties of the people. Union is liberty and consent: unity is despotism and force. For what was the Union ordained? As a splendid edifice, to attract the gaze and admiration of the world? As a magnificent temple—a stupendous superstructure of marble and iron, like this Capitol, upon whose lofty dome the bronzed image—hollow and inanimate—of Freedom is soon to stand erect in colossal mockery, while the true spirit, the living Goddess of Liberty, veils her eyes and turns away her face in sorrow, because, upon the altar established here, and dedicated by our fathers to her worship—you, a false and most disloyal priesthood, offer up, night and morning, the mingled sacrifices of servitude and despotism? No, sir. It was for the sake of the altar, the service, the religion, the devotees, that the temple of the Union was first erected; and when these are all gone, let the edifice itself perish. Never—never—never will the people consent to lose their own personal and political rights and liberties, to the end that you may delude and mock them with the splendid unity of despotism.

Sir, what are the bills which have passed, or are still before the House? The bill to give the President entire control of the currency—the purse—of the country. A tax-bill to clothe him with power over the whole property of the country. A bill to put all power in his hands over the personal liberties of the people. A bill to indemnify him, and all under him, for every act of oppression and outrage already consummated. A bill to enable him to suspend the writ of habeas corpus in order to justify or protect him, and every minion of his, in the arrests which he or they may choose to make—arrests, too, for mere opinions’ sake. Sir, some two hundred years ago, men were burned at the stake, subjected to the horrors of the Inquisition, to all the tortures that the devilish ingenuity of man could invent—for what? For opinions on questions of religion—of man’s duty and relation to his God. And now, to-day, for opinions on questions political, under a free government, in a country whose liberties were purchased by our fathers by seven years’ out-pouring of blood, and expenditure of treasure—we have lived to see men, the born heirs of this precious inheritance, subjected to arrest and cruel imprisonment at the caprice of a President, or a secretary, or a constable. And, as if that were not enough, a bill is introduced here, to-day, and pressed forward to a vote, with the right of debate, indeed—extorted from you by the minority—but without the right to amend, with no more than the mere privilege of protest—a bill which enables the President to bring under his power, as commander-in-chief, every man in the United States between the ages of twenty and forty-five—three millions of men. And, as if not satisfied with that, this bill provides, further, that every other citizen, man, woman, and child, under twenty years of age and over forty-five, including those that may be exempt between these ages, shall be also, at the mercy—so far as his personal liberty is concerned—of some miserable “provost marshal” with the rank of a captain of cavalry, who is never to see service in the field; and every Congressional district in the United States is to be governed—yes, governed—by this petty satrap—this military eunuch—this Baba—and he even may be black—who is to do the bidding of your Sultan, or his Grand Vizier. Sir, you have but one step further to go—give him the symbols of his office—the Turkish bow-string and the sack.

What is it, sir, but a bill to abrogate the Constitution, to repeal all existing laws, to destroy all rights, to strike down the judiciary, and erect, upon the ruins of civil and political liberty, a stupendous superstructure of despotism. And for what? To enforce law? No, sir. It is admitted now, by the legislation of Congress, and by the two proclamations of the President; it is admitted by common consent, that the war is for the abolition of negro slavery, to secure freedom to the black man. You tell me, some of you, I know, that it is so prosecuted because this is the only way to restore the Union; but others openly and candidly confess that the purpose of the prosecution of the war is to abolish slavery. And thus, sir, it is that the freedom of the negro is to be purchased, under this bill, at the sacrifice of every right of the white men of the United States.

Sir, I am opposed—earnestly, inexorably opposed—to this measure. If there were not another man in this House to vote against it—if there were none to raise his voice against it—I, at least, dare stand here alone in my place, as a Representative, undismayed, unseduced, unterrified, and heedless of the miserable cry of “disloyalty,” of sympathy with the rebellion, and with rebels, to denounce it as the very consummation of the conspiracy against the Constitution and the liberties of my country.

Sir, I yield to no man in devotion to the Union. I am for maintaining it upon the principles on which it was first formed; and I would have it, at every sacrifice, except of honor, which is “the life of the nation.” I have stood by it in boyhood and in manhood, to this hour; and I will not now consent to yield it up; nor am I to be driven from an earnest and persistent support of the only means by which it can be restored, either by the threats of the party of the Administration here, or because of affected sneers and contemptuous refusals to listen, now, to re-union, by the party of the Administration at Richmond. I never was weak enough to cower before the reign of terror inaugurated by the men in power here, nor vain enough to expect favorable responses now, or terms of settlement, from the men in power, or the presses under their control, in the South. Neither will I ever compromise this great quarrel, nor agree to peace on the basis of re-union: but I repeat it—stop fighting, and let time and natural causes operate—uncontrolled by military influences—and the ballot there, as the ballot here, will do its work. I am for the Union of these States; and but for my profound conviction that it can never be restored by force and arms; or, if so restored, could not be maintained, and would not be worth maintaining, I would have united, at first—even now would unite, cordially—in giving, as I have acquiesced, silently, in your taking, all the men and all the money you have demanded. But I did not believe, and do not now believe, that the war could end in any thing but final defeat; and if it should last long enough, then in disunion; or, if successful upon the principles now proclaimed, that it must and would end in the establishment of an imperial military despotism—not only in the South but in the North and West. And to that I never will submit. No, rather, first I am ready to yield up property, and liberty—nay, life itself.

Sir, I do not propose to discuss now the question of the constitutionality of this measure. The gentleman from Ohio, who preceded me, (Mr. White,) has spared me the necessity of an argument on that point. He has shown that, between the army of the United States, of which, by the Constitution, the President of the United States is the commander-in-chief, and the militia, belonging to the States, there is a wide, and clearly marked line of distinction. The distinction is fully and strongly defined in the Constitution; and has been recognized in the entire legislation and practice of the Government from the beginning. The States have the right, and have always exercised it, of appointing the officers of their militia, and you have no power to take it away. Sir, this bill was originally introduced in the Senate as a militia bill, and as such, it recognized the right of the States to appoint the officers; but finding it impossible, upon that basis, to give to the Executive of the United States the entire control of the millions thus organized into a military force, as the conspirators against State rights and popular liberty desire, the original bill was abandoned; and to-day behold here a stupendous Conscription Bill, for a standing army of more than three millions of men, forced from their homes, their families, their fields, and their workshops—an army organized, officered, and commanded by the servant President, now the master Dictator, of the United States. And for what? Foreign war? Home defense? No; but for coercion, invasion, and the abolition of negro slavery by force. Sir, the conscription of Russia is mild and merciful and just, compared with this. And yet, the enforcement of that conscription has just stirred again the slumbering spirit of insurrection in Poland, though the heel of despotic power has trodden upon the necks of her people for a century.

Where now are your taunts and denunciations, heaped upon the Confederate Government for its conscription, when you, yourselves, become the humble imitators of that government, and bring in here a Conscription Act, more odious even than that passed by the Confederate Congress at Richmond? Sir, the chairman of the military committee rejoiced that for the last two years the army had been filled up by voluntary enlistments. Yes, your army has hitherto been thus filled up by the men of the North and West. One million two hundred and thirty-seven thousand men—for most of the drafted men enlisted, or procured substitutes—have voluntarily surrendered their civil rights, subjected themselves to military law, and thus passed under the command and within the control of the President of the United States. It is not for me to complain of that. It was their own act—done of their own free will and accord—unless bounties, promises, and persuasion may be regarded as coercion. The work you proposed was gigantic, and your means proportionate to it. And what has been the result? What do you propose now? What is this bill? A confession that the people are no longer ready to enlist: that they are not willing to carry on this war longer, until some effort has been made to settle this great controversy in some other way than by the sword. And yet, in addition to the 1.237,000 men who have voluntarily enlisted, you propose now to force the entire body of the people, between the ages of twenty and forty-five, under military law, and within the control of the President, as commander-in-chief of the army, for three years, or during the war—which is to say “for life;” aye, sir, for life, and half your army has already found, or will yet find, that their enlistment was for life too.

I repeat it, sir, this bill is a confession that the people of the country are against this war. It is a solemn admission, upon the record in the legislation of Congress, that they will not voluntarily consent to wage it any longer. And yet, ignoring every principle upon which the Government was founded, this measure is an attempt, by compulsion, to carry it on against the will of the people. Sir, what does all this mean? You were a majority at first, the people were almost unanimously with you, and they were generous and enthusiastic in your support. You abused your power, and your trust, and you failed to do the work which you promised. You have lost the confidence, lost the hearts of the people. You are now in a minority at home. And yet, what a spectacle is exhibited here to-night! You, an accidental, temporary majority, condemned and repudiated by the people, are exhausting the few remaining hours of your political life, in attempting to defeat the popular will, and to compel, by the most desperate and despotic of expedients ever resorted to, the submission of the majority of the people, at home, to the minority, their servants, here. Sir, this experiment has been tried before, in other ages and countries, and its issue always, among a people born free, or fit to be free, has been expulsion or death to the conspirators and tyrants.

I make no threats. They are not arguments fit to be addressed to equals in a legislative assembly; but there is truth, solemn, alarming truth, in what has been said, to-day, by gentlemen on this side of the Chamber. Have a care, have a care, I entreat you, that you do not press these measures too far. I shall do nothing to stir up an already excited people—not because of any fear of your contemptible petty provost marshals, but because I desire to see no violence or revolution in the North or West. But I warn you now, that whenever, against the will of the people, and to perpetuate power and office in a popular government which they have taken from you, you undertake to enforce this bill, and, like the destroying angel in Egypt, enter every house for the first-born sons of the people—remember Poland. You can not, and will not be permitted to, establish a military despotism. Be not encouraged by the submission of other nations. The people of Austria, of Russia, of Spain, of Italy, have never known the independence and liberty of freemen. France, in seventy years, has witnessed seven principal revolutions—the last brought about in a single day, by the arbitrary attempt of the king to suppress freedom of speech and of the press, and next the free assembling of the people; and when he would have retraced his steps and restored these liberties, a voice from the galleries, not filled with clerks and plunderers and place-men, uttered the sentiments and will of the people of France, in words now historic: “It is too late.” The people of England never submitted, and would not now submit, for a moment, to the despotism which you propose to inaugurate in America. England can not, to-day, fill up her standing armies by conscription. Even the “press gang,” unknown to her laws, but for a time acquiesced in, has long since been declared illegal; and a sweeping conscription like this now, would hurl not only the ministry from power, but the queen from her throne.

Sir, so far as this bill is a mere military measure, I might have been content to have given a silent vote against it; but there are two provisions in it hostile, both to the letter and spirit of the Constitution, and inconsistent with the avowed scope and purpose of the bill itself; and, certainly, as I read them in the light of events which have occurred in the past two years, of a character which demands that the majority of this House shall strike them out. There is nothing in the argument, that we have no time to send the bill back to the Senate, lest it should be lost. The presiding officers of both Houses are friends of the bill, and will constitute committees of conference of men favorable to it. They will agree at once, and can at any moment, between this and the 4th of March, present their report as a question of the highest privilege; and you have a two-thirds majority in both branches to adopt it.

With these provisions of the bill stricken out, leaving it simply as a military measure, to be tested by the great question of peace or war, I would be willing that the majority of the House should take the responsibility of passing it without further debate; although, even then, you would place every man in the United States, between the ages of twenty and forty-five, under military law, and within the control, everywhere, of the President, except the very few who are exempt; but you would leave the shadow, at least, of liberty to all men not between these ages, or not subject to draft under this bill, and to the women and children of the country too.

Sir, these two provisions propose to go a step further, and include every one, man, woman and child, and to place him or her under the arbitrary power, not only of the President and his cabinet, but of some two hundred and fifty other petty officers, captains of cavalry, appointed by him. There is no distinction of sex, and none of age. These provisions, sir, are contained in the seventh and twenty-fifth sections of the bill. What are they? I comment not on the appointment of a general provost marshal of the United States, and provost marshals in every Congressional District. Let that pass. But what do you propose to make the duty of each provost marshal in carrying out the draft? Among other things, that he shall “inquire into, and report to the provost marshal general”—what? Treason? No. Felony? No. Breach of the peace, or violation of law of any kind? No; but “treasonable practices;” yes, TREASONABLE PRACTICES. What mean you by these strange, ominous words? Whence come they? Sir, they are no more new or original than any other of the cast-off rags filched by this Administration from the lumber-house of other and more antiquated despotisms. The history of European tyranny has taught us somewhat of this doctrine of constructive treason. Treasonable practices! Sir, the very language is borrowed from the old proclamations of the British monarchs, some hundreds of years ago. It brings up the old, identical quarrel of the fourteenth century. Treasonable practices! It was this that called forth that English Act of Parliament of Edward III, from which we have borrowed the noble provision against constructive treason, in the Constitution of the United States. Arbitrary arrests, for no crime known, defined or limited by law, but for pretended offenses, herded together under the general and most comprehensive name of “treasonable practices,” had been so frequent, in the worst periods of English history, that in the language of the act of Henry the Fourth, “no man knew how to behave himself, or what to do or say, for doubt of the pains of treason.” The statute of Edward the Third, had cut all these fungous, toadstool treasons up by the root; and yet, so prompt is arbitrary power to denounce all opposition to it as treasonable, that, as Lord Hale observes.

“Things were so carried by parties and factions, in the succeeding reign of Richard the Second, that this statute was but little observed, but as this or that party got the better. So the crime of high treason was, in a manner, arbitrarily imposed and adjudged to the disadvantage of the party which was to be judged; which by various vicissitudes and revolutions, mischiefed all parties, first and last, and left a great unsettledness and unquietness in the minds of the people, and was one of the occasions of the unhappiness of the king.”

And he adds that,

“It came to pass that almost every offense that was, or seemed to be, a breach of the faith and allegiance due to the king, was, by construction, consequence and interpretation, raised into the offense of high treason.”

Richard the Second procured an Act of Parliament—even he did not pretend to have power to do it by proclamation—declaring that the bare purpose to depose the king, and to place another in his stead, without any overt act, was treason; and yet, as Blackstone remarks, so little effect have over-violent laws to prevent crime, that within two years afterward this very prince was both deposed and put to death. Still the struggle for arbitrary and despotic power continued; and up to the time of Charles the First, at various periods, almost every conceivable offense relating to the government, and every form of opposition to the king, was declared high treason. Among these were execrations against the king; calling him opprobrious names by public writing; refusing to abjure the Pope; marrying without license, certain of the king’s near relatives; derogating from his royal style or title; impugning his supremacy, or assembling riotously to the number of twelve, and reusing to disperse on proclamation. But steadily, in better times, the people and the Parliament of England returned to the spirit and letter of the act of Edward the Third, passed by a Parliament which now, for five hundred years, has been known and honored as parliamentum benedictum, the “blessed Parliament”—just as this Congress will be known, for ages to come, as “the accursed Congress”—and among many other acts, it was declared by a statute, in the first year of the Fourth Henry’s reign, that “in no time to come any treason be judged, otherwise than as ordained by the statute of king Edward the Third.” And for nearly two hundred years, it has been the aim of the lawyers and judges of England to adhere to the plain letter, spirit, and intent of that act, “to be extended,” in the language of Erskine, in his noble defense of Hardy, “by no new or occasional constructions—to be strained by no fancied analogies—to be measured by no rules of political expediency—to be judged of by no theory—to be determined by the wisdom of no individual, however wise—but to be expounded by the simple, genuine letter of the law.”

Such, sir, is the law of treason in England to-day; and so much of the just and admirable statute of Edward as is applicable to our form of government, was embodied in the Constitution of the United States. The men of 1787 were well read in history and in English constitutional law. They knew that monarchs and governments, in all ages, had struggled to extend the limits of treason, so as to include all opposition to those in power. They had learned the maxim that, miserable is the servitude where the law is either uncertain or unknown, and had studied and valued the profound declaration of Montesquieu, that “if the crime of treason be indeterminate, that alone is sufficient to make any government degenerate into arbitrary power.” Hear Madison, in the Federalist:

“As new-fangled and artificial treasons have been the great engines by which violent factions, the natural offspring of free governments, have usually wreaked their alternate malignity on each other, the convention have, with great judgment, opposed a barrier to this peculiar danger, by inserting a constitutional definition of the crime, fixing the proof necessary for conviction of it, and restraining the Congress, even in punishing it, from extending the consequences of guilt beyond the person of its author.”

And Story, not foreseeing the possibility of such a party or Administration as is now in power, declared it “an impassable barrier against arbitrary constructions, either by the courts or by Congress, upon the crime of treason.” “Congress”—that, sir, is the word, for he never dreamed that the President, or, still less, his clerks, the cabinet ministers, would attempt to declare and punish treasons. And yet, what have we lived to hear in America daily, not in political harangues, or the press only, but in official proclamations and in bills in Congress! Yes, your high officials talk now of “treasonable practices,” as glibly “as girls of thirteen do of puppy dogs.” Treasonable practices! Disloyalty! Who imported these precious phrases, and gave them a legal settlement here? Your Secretary of War. He it was who by command of our most noble President, authorized every marshal, every sheriff, every township constable, or city police man, in every State in the Union, to fix, in his own imagination, what he might choose to call a treasonable or disloyal practice, and then to arrest any citizen at his discretion, without any accusing oath, and without due process, or any process of law. And now, sir, all this monstrous tyranny, against the whole spirit and the very letter of the Constitution, is to be deliberately embodied in an Act of Congress! Your petty provost marshals are to determine what treasonable practices are, and “inquire into,” detect, spy out, eavesdrop, ensnare, and then inform, report to the chief spy at Washington. These, sir, are now to be our American liberties under your Administration. There is not a crowned head in Europe who dare venture on such an experiment. How long think you this people will submit? But words, too—conversation or public speech—are to be adjudged “treasonable practices.” Men, women, and children are to be haled to prison for free speech. Whoever shall denounce or oppose this Administration—whoever may affirm that war will not restore the Union, and teach men the gospel of peace, may be reported and arrested, upon some old grudge, and by some ancient enemy, it may be, and imprisoned as guilty of a treasonable practice.

Sir, there can be but one treasonable practice, under the Constitution, in the United States. Admonished by the lessons of English history, the framers of that instrument defined what treason is. It is the only offense defined in the Constitution. We know what it is. Every man can tell whether he has committed treason. He has only to look into the Constitution, and he knows whether he has been guilty of the offense. But neither the Executive, nor Congress, nor both combined, nor the courts, have a right to declare, either by pretended law, or by construction, that any other offense shall be treason, except that defined and limited in this instrument. What is treason? It is the highest offense known to the law—the most execrable crime known to the human heart—the crime of laesae majestatis; of the parricide who lifts his hand against the country of his birth or his adoption. “Treason against the United States,” says the Constitution, “shall consist ONLY in levying war against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort.” (Here a Republican member nodded several times and smiled, and Mr. V. said.) Ah, sir, I understand you. But was Lord Chatham guilty of legal treason, treasonable aid and comfort, when he denounced the war against the Colonies, and rejoiced that America had resisted? Was Burke, or Fox, or Barré guilty, when defending the Americans, in the British Parliament, and demanding conciliation and peace? Were even the Federalists guilty of treason, as defined in the Constitution, for “giving aid and comfort” to the enemy, in the war of 1812? Were the Whigs in 1846? Was the Ohio Senator liable to punishment, under the Constitution, and by law, who said, sixteen years ago, in the Senate Chamber, when we were at war in Mexico, “If I were a Mexican as I am an American, I would greet your volunteers with bloody hands, and welcome them to hospitable graves?” Was Abraham Lincoln guilty, because he denounced that same war, while a Representative on the floor of this House? Was all this “adhering to the enemy, giving him aid and comfort,” within the meaning of this provision?

A MEMBER. The Democratic papers said so.

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Sir, I am speaking now as a lawyer, and as a legislator, to legislators and lawyers acting under oath and the other special and solemn sanctions of this Chamber, and not in the loose language of the political canvass. And I repeat, sir, that if such had been the intent of the Constitution, the whole Federal party, and the whole Whig party, and their Representatives in this and the other Chamber, might have been indicted and punished as traitors. Yet, not one of them was ever arrested. And shall they, or their descendants, undertake now to denounce and to punish, as guilty of treason, every man who opposes the policy of this Administration, or is against this civil war; and for peace upon honorable terms? I hope, in spite of the hundreds of your provost marshals, and all your threats, that there will be so much of opposition to the war as will compel the Administration to show a decent respect for, and yield some sort of obedience to, the Constitution and laws, and to the rights and liberties of the States and of the people.

But to return; the Constitution not only defines the crime of treason, but, in its jealous care to guard against the abuses of tyrannic power, it expressly ascertains the character of the proof, and the number of witnesses necessary for conviction, and limits the punishment to the person of the offender, thus going beyond both the statute of Edward, and the common law. And yet every one of these provisions is ignored or violated by this bill.

“No person,” says the Constitution, “shall be convicted of treason”—as just defined—“unless on the testimony of two witnesses.”

Where, and when, and by whom, sir, are the two witnesses to be examined, and under what oath? By your provost marshals, your captains of cavalry? By the jailors of your military bastiles, and inside of forts Warren and Lafayette? Before arrest, upon arrest, while in prison, when discharged, or at any time at all? Has any witness ever been examined in any case heretofore? What means the Constitution by declaring that no person shall be convicted of treason “unless on the testimony of two witnesses”? Clearly, conviction in a judicial court, upon testimony openly given under oath, with all the sanctions and safeguards of a judicial trial to the party accused. And if any doubt there could be upon this point, it is removed by the sixth article of the amendments.

But the Constitution proceeds:

“Unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act.”

But words, and still less, thoughts or opinions, sir, are not acts; and yet, nearly every case of arbitrary arrest and imprisonment, in the wholly loyal States, at least, has been for words spoken or written, or for thoughts, or opinions supposed to be entertained by the party arrested. And that, too, sir, is precisely what is intended by this bill.

But further:

“The testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or confession in open court.”

What court? The court of some deputy provost marshal at home, or of your provost marshal general, or Judge Advocate General, here in Washington? The court of a military bastile, whose gates are shut day and night against every officer of the law, and whose very casemates are closed to the light and air of heaven? Call you that “open court”? Not so the Constitution. It means judicial court, law court, with judge and jury and witnesses and counsel; and to speak of it as any thing else, is a confusion of language, and an insult to intelligence and common sense. Yet, to-night, you deliberately propose to enact the illegal and unconstitutional executive orders, or proclamations, of last summer, into the semblance and form of law.

“To inquire into treasonable practices,” says the bill. So, then, your provost-marshals are to be deputy spies to the grand spy, holding his secret inquisitions here in Washington, upon secret reports, sent by telegraph perhaps, or through the mails, both under the control of the Executive. What right has he to arrest and hold me without a hearing, because some deputy spy of his chooses to report me guilty of “disloyalty,” or of “treasonable practices”? Is this the liberty secured by the Constitution? Sir, let me tell you, that if the purpose of this bill be to crush out all opposition to the Administration and the party in power, you have no constitutional right to enact it, and not force enough to compel the people, your masters, to submit.

But the enormity of the measure does not stop here. Says the Constitution:

“Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press.”

And yet speech—mere words, derogatory to the President, or in opposition to his Administration, and his party and policy, have, over and over again, been reported by the spies and informers and shadows, or other minions, of the men in power, to be “disloyal practices,” for which hundreds of free American citizens, of American, not African, descent, have been arrested and imprisoned for months, without public accusation, and without trial by jury, or trial at all. Even upon pretence of guilt of that most vague and indefinite, but most comprehensive of all offenses, “discouraging enlistments,” men have been seized at midnight, and dragged from their beds, their homes, and their families, to be shut up in the stone casemates of your military fortresses, as felons. And now, by this bill, you propose to declare, in the form and semblance of law, that whoever “counsels or dissuades” any one from the performance of the military duty required under this conscription, shall be summarily arrested by your provost marshals, and held, without trial, till the draft shall have been completed. Sir, even the “Sedition Law” of ’98 was constitutional, merciful and just, compared with this execrable enactment. Wisely did Hamilton ask, in the Federalist, “What signifies a declaration that the liberty of the press (or of speech) shall be inviolably preserved, when its security must altogether depend on public opinion, and on the general spirit of the people, and of the Government?”

But this extraordinary bill does not stop here.

“No person,” says the Constitution, “no person shall he held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land and naval force, or in the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law.”

Note the exception. Every man not in the military service, is exempt from arrest, except by due process of law; or, being arrested without it, is entitled to demand immediate inquiry and discharge, or bail; and if held, then presentment or indictment by a grand jury in a civil court, and according to the law of the land. And yet you now propose, by this Bill, in addition to the 1,237,000 men who have voluntarily surrendered that great right of freemen, second only to the ballot—and, indeed, essential to it—to take it away forcibly, and against their consent, from three millions more, whose only crime is that they happen to have been so born as to be now between the ages of twenty and forty-five. Do it, if you can, under the Constitution; and when you have thus forced them into the military service, they will be subject to military law, and not entitled to arrest only upon due process of law, nor to indictment by a grand jury in a civil court. But you can not, you shall not—because the Constitution forbids it—deprive the whole people, also, of the United States, of these rights, “inestimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only,” under “the war power,” or upon pretense of “military necessity,” and by virtue of an act of Congress creating and defining new treasons, new offenses, not only unknown to the Constitution, but expressly excluded by it. But again:

“In all criminal prosecutions,”—

and wherever a penalty is to be imposed, imprisonment or fine inflicted, it is a criminal prosecution—

“In all criminal prosecutions,” says the Constitution, “the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law; and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel, for his defense.”

Do you propose to allow any of these rights? No, sir—none—not one; but, in the twenty-fifth section, you empower these provost marshals of yours to arrest any man—men not under military law—whom he may charge, or any one else may charge before him, with “counseling or dissuading” from military service, and to hold him in confinement indefinitely, until the draft has been completed. Sir, has it been completed in Connecticut yet? Is it complete in New York? Has it been given up? If so now, nevertheless it was in process of pretended execution for months. In any event, you propose, now, to leave to the discretion of the Executive the time during which all persons arrested, under the provisions of this Bill, shall be held in confinement upon that summary and arbitrary arrest; and when he sees fit, and then only, shall the accused be delivered over to the civil authorities for trial. And is this the speedy and public trial by jury, which the Constitution secures to every citizen not in the military service?

“The State and district wherein the crime”—

Yes, crime, for crime it must be, known to and defined by law, to justify the arrest—

“Shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law.”

Do you mean to obey that, and to observe State lines, or district lines, in arrests and imprisonments? Has it ever been done? Were not Keyes, and Olds, and Mahoney, and Sheward, and my friend here to the left, (Mr. Allen, of Illinois,) and my other friend from Maryland, (Mr. May,) dragged from their several States and districts, to New York, or Massachusetts, or to this city? The pirate, the murderer, the counterfeiter, the thief—you would have seized by due and sworn process of law, and tried forthwith, by jury, at home; but honorable and guiltless citizens, members of this House, your peers upon this floor, were thrust, and may, again, under this bill, be thrust into distant dungeons and bastiles, upon the pretence of some crawling, verminous spy and informer, that they have “dissuaded” some one from obedience to the draft, or are otherwise guilty of some “treasonable practice.”

“And to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation.”

How? By presentment or indictment of a grand jury. When? “Speedily,” says the Constitution. “When the draft is completed,” says this bill; and the President shall determine that. But who is to limit and define “counseling or dissuading” from military service? Who shall ascertain and inform the accused of the “nature and cause” of a “treasonable practice”? Who, of all the thousand victims of arbitrary arrests, within the last twenty-two months, even to this day, has been informed of the charge against him, although long since released? Yet even the Roman pro-consul, in a conquered province, refused to send up a prisoner, without signifying the crimes with which he was charged.

“To be confronted with the witnesses against him.”

Witnesses, indeed! Fortunate will be the accused if there be any witnesses against him. But is your deputy provost marshal to call them? O, no; he is only to “inquire into, and report.” Is your provost marshal general? What! call witnesses from the remotest parts of the Union, to a secret inquisition here in Washington. Has any “prisoner of State,” hitherto, been confronted with witnesses, at any time? Has he even been allowed to know so much as the names of his accusers? Yet, Festus could boast, that it was not the manner of the Romans, to punish any man, “before that he, which is accused, have the accusers face to face.”

“To have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor.”

Sir, the compulsory process will be, under this bill, as it has been from the first, to compel the absence rather, of not only the witnesses, but the friends and nearest relatives of the accused; even the wife of his bosom, and his children—the inmates of his own household. Newspapers, the bible, letters from home, except under surveillance, a breath of air, a sight of the waves of the sea, or of the mild, blue sky, the song of birds, whatever was denied to the prisoner of Chillon, and more too; yes, even a solitary lamp in the case-mate, where a dying prisoner struggled with death, all have been refused to the American citizen accused of disloyal speech or opinions, by this most just and merciful Administration.

And, finally, says the Constitution:

“To have the assistance of counsel for his defense.”

And yet your Secretary of State, the “conservative” Seward—the confederate of Weed, that treacherous, dissembling foe to constitutional liberty, and the true interests of his country—forbade his prisoners to employ counsel, under penalty of prolonged imprisonment. Yes, charged with treasonable practices, yet the demand for counsel was to be dealt with as equal to treason itself. Here is an order, signed by a minion of Mr. Seward, and read to the prisoners at Fort Lafayette, on the 3d of December, 1861:

“I am instructed, by the Secretary of State, to inform you, that the Department of State, of the United States, will not recognize any one as an attorney for political prisoners, and will look with distrust upon all applications for release through such channels; and that such applications will be regarded as additional reasons for declining to release the prisoners.”

And here is another order to the same effect, dated “Department of State, Washington, November 27, 1861,” signed by William H. Seward himself, and read to the prisoners at Fort Warren, on the 29th of November, 1861:

“Discountenancing and repudiating all such practices.”

The disloyal practice, forsooth, of employing counsel:

“The Secretary of State desires that all the State prisoners may understand that they are expected to revoke all such engagements now existing, and avoid any hereafter, as they can only lead to new complications and embarrassments to the cases of prisoners, on whose behalf the Government might be disposed to act with liberality.”

Most magnanimous Secretary! Liberality toward men guilty of no crime, but who, though they had been murderers or pirates, were entitled, by the plain letter of the Constitution, to have “the assistance of counsel for their defense.” Sir, there was but one step further possible, and that short step was taken some months later, when the prisoners of State were required to make oath, as the condition of their discharge, that they would not seek their constitutional and legal remedy in Court, for the wrongs and outrages inflicted upon them.

Sir, incredible as all this will seem some years hence, it has happened, all of it, and more yet untold, within the last twenty months, in the United States. Under executive usurpation, and by virtue of presidential proclamations and cabinet orders, it has been done without law and against Constitution; and now it is proposed, I repeat, to sanction and authorize it all, by an equally unconstitutional and void act of Congress. Sir, legislative tyranny is no more tolerable than executive tyranny. It is a vain thing to seek to cloak all this under the false semblance of law. Liberty is no more guarded or secured, and arbitrary power no more hedged in and limited here, than under the executive orders of last summer. We know what has already been done, and we will submit to it no longer. Away, then, with your vain clamor about disloyalty, your miserable mockery of treasonable practices. We have read, with virtuous indignation, in history, ages ago, of an Englishman executed for treason, in saying that he would make his son heir to the crown, meaning of his own tavern-house, which bore the sign of the crown; and of that other Englishman, whose favorite buck the king had killed, and who suffered death as a traitor, for wishing, in a fit of vexation, that the buck, horns and all, were emboweled in the body of the king. But what have we not lived to see in our own time? Sir, not many months ago, this Administration, in its great and tender mercy toward the six hundred and forty prisoners of State, confined, for treasonable practices, at Camp Chase, near the capital of Ohio, appointed a commissioner, an extra-judicial functionary, unknown to the Constitution and laws, to hear and determine the cases of the several parties accused, and with power to discharge at his discretion, or to banish to Bull’s Island, in Lake Erie. Among the political prisoners called before him, was a lad of fifteen, a newsboy upon the Ohio River, whose only offense proved, upon inquiry, to be, that he owed fifteen cents, the unpaid balance of a debt due to his washer-woman—possibly a woman of color—who had him arrested by the provost marshal, as guilty of “disloyal practices.” And yet, for four weary months the lad had lain in that foul and most loathsome prison, under military charge, lest, peradventure, he should overturn the Government of the United States; or, at least, the Administration of Abraham Lincoln!

SEVERAL MEMBERS ON THE DEMOCRATIC SIDE OF THE HOUSE. Oh no; the case can not be possible.

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. It is absolutely true, and it is one only among many such cases. Why, sir, was not the hump-back carrier of the New York Daily News, a paper edited by a member of this House, arrested in Connecticut, for selling that paper, and hurried off out of the State, and imprisoned in Fort Lafayette? And yet, Senators and Representatives, catching up the brutal cry of a blood thirsty but infatuated partisan press, exclaim “the Government has been too lenient, there ought to have been more arrests!”

Well did Hamilton remark, that “arbitrary imprisonments have been, in all ages, the favorite and most formidable instruments of tyranny;” and not less truly, Blackstone declares, that they are “a less public, a less striking, and therefore a more dangerous engine of arbitrary government,” than executions upon the scaffold. And yet, to-night, you seek here, under cloak of an act of Congress, to authorize these arrests and imprisonments, and thus to renew again that reign of terror which smote the hearts of the stoutest among us, last summer, as “the pestilence which walketh in darkness.”

But the Constitution provides further, that

“The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.”

Sir, every line, letter, and syllable of this provision has been repeatedly violated, under pretence of securing evidence of disloyal or treasonable practices; and now you propose, by this bill, to sanction the past violations, and authorize new and continued infractions in future. Your provost marshals, your captains of cavalry, are to “inquire into treasonable practices.” How? In any way, sir, that they may see fit; and of course, by search and seizure of person, house, papers or effects; for, sworn and appointed spies and informers as they are, they will be and can be of no higher character, and no more scrupulous of law, or right, or decency, than their predecessors of last summer, appointed under executive proclamations of no more or less validity than this bill, which you seek now to pass into a law. Sir, there is but one step farther to take. Put down the peaceable assembling of the people; the right of petition for redress of grievances; the “right of the people to keep and bear arms;” and finally, the right of suffrage and elections, and then these United States, this Republic of ours, will have ceased to exist. And that short step you will soon take, if the States and the people do not firmly and speedily check you in your headlong plunge into despotism. What yet remains? The Constitution declares that:

“The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people,”

And again:

“The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.”

And yet, under the monstrous doctrine, that in war the Constitution is suspended, and that the President as commander-in-chief, not of the military forces only, but of the whole people of the United States, may, under “the war power,” do whatever he shall think necessary and proper to be done, in any State or part of any State, however remote from the scene of warfare, every right of the people is violated or threatened, and every power of the States, usurped. Their last bulwark, the militia, belonging solely to the States, when not called, as such, into the actual service of the United States, you now deliberately propose, by this bill, to sweep away, and to constitute the President supreme military dictator, with a standing army of three millions and more at his command. And for what purpose are the militia to be thus taken from the power and custody of the States? Sir, the opponents of the Constitution anticipated all this, and were denounced as raving incendiaries or distempered enthusiasts. The Federal Government, said Patrick Henry, in the Virginia Convention,

“Squints towards monarchy. Your President may easily become a king. If ever he violates the laws, will not the recollection of his crimes teach him to make one bold push for the American throne? Will not the immense difference between being master of everything, and being ignominiously tried and punished, powerfully excite him to make this bold push? But, sir, where is the existing force to punish him? Can he not, at the head of his army, beat down all opposition? What then will become of you and your rights? Will not absolute despotism ensue?”

And the reporter, unable to follow the vehement orator of the Revolution, adds:

“Here, Mr. Henry strongly and pathetically expatiated on the probability of the President’s enslaving America, and the horrid consequences that must result.”

And yet, for these apprehensions, Henry has been the subject of laughter and pity for seventy years. Sir, the instinctive love of liberty is wiser and more far-seeing than any philosophy.

Hear, now, Alexander Hamilton, in the Federalist. Summing up what he calls the exaggerated and improbable suggestions respecting the power of calling for the services of the militia, urged by the opponents of the Constitution, whose writings he compares to some ill-written tale, or romance full of frightful and distorted shapes, he says:

“The militia of New Hampshire (they allege) is to be marched to Georgia; of Georgia to New Hampshire; of New York to Kentucky; and of Kentucky to Lake Champlain. Nay, the debts due to the French and Dutch, are to be paid in militia-men, instead of Louis d’ors and ducats. At one moment, there is to be a large army to lay prostrate the liberties of the people; at another moment, the militia of Virginia are to be dragged from their homes, five or six hundred miles, to tame the republican contumacy of Massachusetts; and that of Massachusetts is to be transported an equal distance, to subdue the refractory haughtiness of the aristocratic Virginians. Do persons who rave at this rate, imagine that their eloquence can impose any conceits or absurdities upon the people of America, for infallible truths?”

And yet, sir, just three-quarters of a century later, we have lived to see these raving conceits and absurdities practiced, or attempted, as calmly and deliberately as though the power and the right had been expressly conferred.

And now, sir, listen to the answer of Hamilton to all this—himself the friend of a strong government, a Senate for life, and an Executive for life, with the sole and exclusive power over the militia, to be held by the National Government; and the Executive of each State to be appointed by that Government:

“If there should be an army to be made use of as the engine of despotism, what need of the militia? If there should be no army, whither would the militia, irritated at being required to undertake a distant and distressing expedition, for the purpose of riveting the chains of slavery upon a part of their countrymen direct their course, BUT TO THE SEATS OF THE TYRANTS WHO HAD MEDITATED SO FOOLISH, AS WELL AS SO WICKED, A PROJECT; TO CRUSH THEM IN THEIR IMAGINED INTRENCHMENTS OF POWER, AND MAKE THEM AN EXAMPLE OF THE VENGEANCE OF AN ABUSED AND INCENSED PEOPLE? Is this the way in which usurpers stride to dominion over a numerous and enlightened nation?”

Sir, Mr. Hamilton was an earnest, sincere man, and, doubtless, wrote what he believed: he was an able man also, and a philosopher; and yet how little did he foresee, that just seventy-five years later, that same Government, which he was striving to establish, would, in desperate hands, attempt to seize the whole militia of the Union, and convert them into a standing army, indefinite as to the time of its service, and for the very purpose of not only beating down State sovereignties, but of abolishing even the domestic and social institutions of the States.

Sir, if your objects are constitutional, you have power abundantly under the Constitution, without infraction or usurpation. The men who framed that instrument, made it both for war and peace. Nay, more, they expressly provide for the cases of insurrection and rebellion. You have ample power to do all that of right you ought to do—all that the people, your masters, permit under their supreme will, the Constitution. Confine, then, yourselves within these limits, and the rising storm of popular discontent will be hushed.

But I return, now, again, to the arbitrary arrests sanctioned by this Bill, and by that other consummation of despotism, the Indemnity and Suspension Bill, now in the Senate. Sir, this is the very question which, as I said a little while ago, we made a chief issue before the people in the late elections. You did, then, distinctly claim—and you found an Attorney-General and a few other venal or very venerable lawyers to defend the monstrous claim—that the President had the right to suspend the writ of habeas corpus; and that every one of these arrests was legal and justifiable. We went before the people with the Constitution and the laws in our hands, and the love of liberty in our hearts; and the verdict of the people was rendered against you. We insisted that Congress alone could suspend the writ of habeas corpus when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, the public safety might require it. And to-day, sir, that is beginning to be again the acknowledged doctrine. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States so ruled in the Merriman case; and the Supreme Court of Wisconsin, I rejoice to say, has rendered a like decision; and if the question be ever brought before the Supreme Court of the United States, undoubtedly it will be so decided, finally and forever. You yourselves now admit it; and at this moment, your “Indemnity Bill,” a measure more execrable than even this Conscription, and liable to every objection which I have urged against it, undertakes to authorize the President to suspend the writ all over, or in any part of, the United States. Sir, I deny that you can thus delegate your right to the Executive. Even your own power is conditional. You can not suspend the writ except where the public safety requires it, and then only in cases of rebellion or invasion. A foreign war, not brought home by invasion, to our own soil, does not authorize the suspension, in any case. And who is to judge whether and where there is rebellion or invasion, and whether and when the public safety requires that the writ be suspended? Congress alone, and they can not substitute the judgment of the President for their own. Such, too, is the opinion of Story: “The right to judge,” says he, “whether exigency has arisen, must exclusively belong to that body.” But not so under the bill which passed this House the other day.

Nor is this all. Congress alone can suspend the writ. When and where? In cases of rebellion or invasion. Where rebellion? Where invasion? Am I to be told, that because there is rebellion in South Carolina, the writ of habeas corpus can be suspended in Pennsylvania and Massachusetts where there is none? Is that the meaning of the Constitution? No, sir; the writ can be suspended only where the rebellion or invasion exists—in States, or parts of States alone, where the enemy, foreign or domestic, is found in arms; and moreover, the public safety can require its suspension only where there is rebellion or invasion. Outside of these conditions, Congress has no more authority to suspend the writ, than the President—and least of all, to suspend it without limitation as to time, and generally all over the Union, and in States not invaded or in rebellion. Such an act of Congress is of no more validity, and no more entitled to obedience, than an Executive proclamation; and in any just and impartial court, I venture to affirm that it will be so decided.

But, again, sir, even though the writ be constitutionally suspended, there is no more power in the President to make arbitrary arrests than without it. The gentleman from Rhode Island, (Mr. Sheffield,) said, very justly—and I am sorry to see him lend any support to this bill—that the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus does not authorize arrests, except upon sworn warrant, charging some offence known to the law, and dangerous to the public safety. He is right. It does not; and this was so admitted in the bill which passed the Senate, in 1807. The suspension only denies release upon bail, or a discharge without trial, to parties thus arrested. It suspends no other right or privilege under the Constitution—certainly not the right to a speedy public trial, by jury, in a civil Court. It dispenses with no “due process of law,” except only that particular writ. It does not take away the claim for damages to which a party illegally arrested, or legally arrested, but without probable cause, is entitled.

And yet, everywhere, it has been assumed, that a suspension of the writ of habeas corpus, is a suspension of the entire Constitution, and of all laws, so far as the personal rights of the citizen are concerned, and that, therefore, the moment it is suspended, either by the President, as heretofore asserted, or by Congress, as now about to be authorized, arbitrary arrests, without sworn warrant, or other due process of law, may be made at the sole pleasure or discretion of the Executive. I tell you no; and that, although we may not be able to take the body of the party arrested from the provost marshal by writ of habeas corpus, every other right and privilege of the Constitution and of the common law remains intact, including the right to resist the wrong-doer or trespasser, who without due authority, would violate your person, or enter your house, which is your castle; and, after all this, the right also to prosecute on indictment, or for damages, as the nature or aggravation of the case may demand. And yet, as claimed by you of the party in power, the suspension of this writ is a total abrogation of the Constitution and of the liberties of the citizen, and the rights of the States. Why, then, sir, stop with arbitrary arrests and imprisonments? Does any man believe that it will end here? Not so have I learned history. The guillotine! the guillotine! the guillotine follows next.

Sir, when one of those earliest confined in Fort Lafayette—I had it from his own lips—made complaint to the Secretary of State of the injustice of his arrest, and the severity of the treatment to which he had been subjected in the exercise of arbitrary power, no offence being alleged against him, “Why, sir,” said the Secretary, with a smile of most significant complacency, “my dear, sir, you ought not to complain; we might have gone further.” Light flashed upon the mind of the gentleman, and he replied: “Ah! that is true, sir; you had just the same right to behead, as to arrest and imprison me.” And shall it come to this? Then, sir, let us see who is beheaded first. It is horrible enough to be imprisoned without crime, but when it becomes a question of life or death, remember the words of the book of Job—”All that a man hath will he give for his life.”

Sir, it is this which makes revolutions. A gentleman upon the other side asked, this afternoon, which party was to rise now in revolution. The answer of the able and gallant gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Biddle,) was pertinent and just—“No party, but an outraged people.” It is not, let me tell you, the leaders of parties who begin revolutions. Never. Did any one of the distinguished characters of the Revolution of 1776, participate in the throwing of the tea into Boston harbor? Who was it? Who, to-day, can name the actors in that now historic scene? It was not Hancock, nor Samuel Adams, nor John Adams, nor Patrick Henry, nor Washington; but men unknown to fame. Good men agitate; obscure men begin real revolutions; great men finally direct and control them. And if, indeed, we are about to pass through the usual stages of revolution, it will not be the leaders of the Democratic party, not I, not the men with me here, to-night—but some man among the people, now unknown and unnoted, who will hurl your tea into the harbor; and it may even be in Boston once again; for the love of liberty, I would fain believe, lingers still under the shadow of the monument on Bunker Hill. But sir, we seek no revolution except through the ballot-box. The conflict to which we challenge you, is not of arms but of argument. Do you believe in the virtue and intelligence of the people? Do you admit their capacity for self-government? Have they not intelligence enough to understand the right, and virtue enough to pursue it? Come then: meet us through the press, and with free speech, and before the assemblages of the people, and we will argue these questions, as we and our fathers have done from the beginning of the Government—“Are we right, or you right, we wrong or you wrong?” And by the judgment of the people, we will, one and all, abide.

Sir, I have done now with my objections to this bill. I have spoken as though the Constitution survived, and was still the supreme law of the land. But if, indeed, there be no Constitution any longer, limiting and restraining the men in power, then there is none binding upon the States or the people. God forbid. We have a Constitution yet, and laws yet. To them I appeal. Give us our rights; give us known and fixed laws; give us the judiciary; arrest us only upon due process of law; give us presentment or indictment by grand juries; speedy and public trial; trial by jury and at home; tell us the nature and cause of the accusation; confront us with witnesses; allow us witnesses in our behalf, and the assistance of counsel for our defense; secure us in our persons, our houses, our papers, and our effects; leave us arms, not for resistance to law or against rightful authority, but to defend ourselves from outrage and violence; give us free speech and a free press; the right peaceably to assemble; and above all, free and undisturbed elections and the ballot—take our sons, take our money, our property, take all else, and we will wait a little, till at the time and in the manner appointed by Constitution and law, we shall eject you from the trusts you have abused, and the seats of power you have dishonored, and other and better men shall reign in your stead.

Source: Appendix to the Congressional Globe, 37th Cong., 3d Sess. (Washington, DC: John C. Rives, 1863), 52–60.

81. Abraham Lincoln: Letter Appointing Joseph Hooker to High Command (January 26, 1863)

Introduction

During the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln had difficulty finding the right man to lead the principal Union field arm, the Army of the Potomac. On January 26, 1863, following the debacle of the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) and the subsequent collapse of the so-called Mud March (January 20–24, 1863), Lincoln replaced its commander, Major General Ambrose E. Burnside, with one of the Army of the Potomac’s corps commanders, Major General Joseph Hooker. Hooker had proven to be a capable and aggressive combat officer. However, he had undermined his superior, Burnside, with open criticism and sought the top job for himself. Lincoln understood Hooker’s flawed character but still regarded him as the best choice available. Lincoln was the war’s great communicator. His language skills are evident in this masterful letter, which he gave Hooker upon appointing him to command the Army of the Potomac. Subsequently during the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863), Hooker proved to be wanting and allowed his vastly superior army to be defeated by Confederate general Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia.
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Executive Mansion,

Washington, January 26, 1863.

Major General Hooker:

General.

I have placed you at the head of the Army of the Potomac. Of course I have done this upon what appear to me to be sufficient reasons. And yet I think it best for you to know that there are some things in regard to which, I am not quite satisfied with you. I believe you to be a brave and skillful soldier, which, of course, I like. I also believe you do not mix polities with your profession, in which you are right. You have confidence in yourself, which is a valuable, if not an indispensable quality. You are ambitious, which, within reasonable bounds, does good rather than harm. But I think that during Gen. Burnside’s command of the Army, you have taken counsel of your ambition, and thwarted him as much as you could, in which you did a great wrong to the country, and to a most meritorious and honorable brother officer. I have heard, in such a way as to believe it, of your recently saying that both the Army and the Government needed a Dictator. Of course it was not for this, but in spite of it, that I have given you the command. Only those generals who gain successes, can set up dictators. What I now ask of you is military success, and I will risk the dictatorship. The government will support you to the utmost of it’s [sic] ability, which is neither more nor less than it has done and will do for all commanders. I much fear that the spirit which you have aided to infuse into the Army, of criticizing their Commander, and withholding confidence from him, will now turn upon you. I shall assist you as far as I can, to put it down. Neither you, nor Napoleon, if he were alive again, could get any good out of an army, while such a spirit prevails in it.

And now, beware of rashness. Beware of rashness, but with energy, and sleepless vigilance, go forward, and give us victories.

Yours very truly

A. Lincoln.

Source: Roy P. Basler, ed., Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, Vol. 6 (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1953), 78–79. Used by permission of the Abraham Lincoln Association.

82. Carlos W. Colby: Journal Entry about Care of the Sick (January 29, 1863) [Excerpts]

Introduction

During the Civil War, disease killed more men than died in combat. There were several reasons. No one yet understood how diseases such as malaria and dysentery were transmitted. Whether in camp or on campaign, thousands of men and thousands of animals gathered in a relatively small area where their effluent polluted the water, thus promoting the spread of disease. Camping in close quarters also promoted the spread of infectious diseases. The enforcement of basic sanitation depended on vigilant officers. Too often they proved to be neglectful. The winter of 1862–1863 found Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s army camped atop the levees on the banks of the Mississippi River, north of Vicksburg. It was a particularly rainy season. Rampant camp diseases sickened and killed hundreds. Due to sickness, in five weeks a newly mustered Ohio regiment was reduced from 850 men and 33 officers to 350 men and 11 officers fit for duty. An Illinois soldier, Carlos W. Colby, maintained a journal during this period. The following excerpt provides his comment about the care of the sick. A variety of religious orders and Samaritan groups in both the North and the South tried to alleviate the soldiers’ suffering. Foremost among them was the U.S. Sanitary Commission.

Primary Source

Muddy Camp Lou,

Jan.29,/63

This is the most appropriate name I can think of for the name of our camp. We have moved our camp about three miles down from where we landed, are now within five miles [near Young’s Point, Louisiana], and within sight of Vicksburg, we are encamped on a cotton plantation…. [T]he river lacks only about two feet of being on a level with us, and still riseing, there are two breakes in the levee there which we are repairing, if it is not finished soon we shall have to abandon the place….

It rains here just about half the time, the mud is so bad that it is almost an impossibility to haul any thing on waggons. I have seen eighteen mules on one waggon, with not more half tons weight, most everything is carried by pack mules, they load them sometimes with two bales of hay, if Mr. donkey should be so unfortunate as to get mired, he is beaten for half an hour then unloaded and shoveled out, again to be reloaded.

It is a burning shame the way our sick are treated here they have been thrown on to a boat to be shipped north like hogs without protection, medicine, or enough to eat. A soldier is no more cared for in the army than a hog is at home, if he lives all right, if he dies all the same. I cant help thinking but that Dr. Williams [of Alton] is to blame for this neglect, he is the medical Supretendant of the division.

I have grumbled enough for once. I hear enough every day to sicken a man so will say no more….

Source: Carlos W. Colby, “Bullets, Hardtack, and Mud: A Soldier’s View of the Vicksburg Campaign,” Journal of the West 4(2) (April 1965): 140.

83. Samuel F. Du Pont: Letter about the Union Blockade (February 19, 1863) [Excerpt]

Introduction

Rear Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont commanded the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. This squadron’s major area of emphasis was Charleston, South Carolina. During the early months of the blockade, almost any type of vessel could evade the porous Union blockade. However, the North steadily reinforced its blockading fleets. By the summer of 1862, sailing ships could no longer penetrate the blockade along the East Coast because of the presence of numerous and faster steam-powered U.S. Navy vessels. As the following excerpt from a personal letter that Du Pont wrote to a friend shows, steam power had changed the nature of naval warfare. Du Pont explains why steam-powered blockade-runners held an advantage over the steam-powered vessels serving on the blockade. As the Union added new and faster ships to the blockade, the blockade-runners responded by building specially designed steamers. These steel-hulled vessels were fast, carried ample cargoes, and were difficult to detect because they had underwater blow-off pipes to muffle the sound of their engines and had hinged masts and telescoping smokestacks to reduce their visible profile. Nonetheless, as Du Pont notes, “It is wonderful how many we catch.” In April 1863 Du Pont commanded a failed attack against Charleston Harbor. He had disapproved of the plan and subsequently asked to be relieved of command, leaving active duty on July 5, 1863.
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TO BENJAMIN GERHARD

Private

Wabash, Port Royal, 19 Feb. 1863

My dear Friend,

Our letters crossed each other. Yours of 21st was duly received and was very interesting—not, I must say, particularly for the Charleston information, though I thank you much for sending it, but that man, a doctor, in my opinion is a spy. The same mail brought me three versions of his story, and he is evidently telling it wherever it may be of service. Harding of the Inquirer sent an elaborate statement to the War Department across the way, and it came to me. Then William Ashhurst exhausted himself on Turner, sending his letter through me and open. I received also a statement sent from Nassau to the State Department saying the blockade is always run during the gales, when the men-of-war weight their anchors and get an offing. There has not a vessel lifted her anchors this winter, to the utter astonishment of the British officers who come there at the anchorage and who absolutely shake if they have to lay over a day there in fine weather. So with changing of berths—in the daytime many of the vessels leave their anchorage, some to go off to the fishing bank, some to communicate with the senior officer, some to practice at target…. No vessel has ever attempted to run the blockade except by stealth at night which fully establishes internationally the effectiveness of the blockade, but it is not sufficient for our purpose to keep out arms and keep in cotton. Unfortunately, our people have considered a total exclusion possible and the government at one time seemed to think so. A cordon of ships covering the arc from Bulls Bay to Stono, some twenty-one miles, moored together head and stern, forty ships of all classes, sometimes more—never reaching fifty. A considerable number are incapable of keeping at sea or at outside anchorage; the wear and tear and ceaseless breaking of American machinery compared with English, or even French now, keep a portion of the above always in here repairing. If I had not induced the Department to establish a floating machine shop, which I had seen the French have in China, the blockade would have been a total failure, for when I have to send a ship home for repairs, I give up all hopes of seeing her again—such is the overwork and chaos at our navy yards.

Steam however is the new element in the history of blockades, which no one at first understands, as both sides have it—but it is all in favor of the runner. He chooses his time, makes his bound, and rushes through, his only danger a chance shot—while the watcher has banked fires, his chain to slip, his guns to point, and requires certainly fifteen minutes to get full way on his ship. It is wonderful how many we catch, how many are wrecked; there is another on the beach now with the sea breaking over her under Moultrie. I think it was the Hero trying to get out.

Source: John D. Hayes, ed., Samuel Francis Du Pont: A Selection from His Civil War Letters, Vol. 2 (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1969), 445–446. WMss9–2813. Courtesy of the Hagley Museum and Library.

84. Abraham Lincoln: Amnesty for Union Deserters (March 10, 1863)

Introduction

The problem of desertion seriously hindered both the Confederacy and the U.S. military. In both the North and the South, the problem grew more acute as the war progressed. Statistics demonstrate this trend. During the war, the Union Army experienced 201,397 desertions, of which 92,095 occurred prior to April 1, 1863. Already by March 1863, the situation had grown so bad that President Abraham Lincoln resolved to act. The first step was to grant an amnesty, which Lincoln did on March 10, 1863. More effective was the establishment of the Provost Marshal General’s Department in the same month. Regimental officers were henceforth required to provide monthly reports with the names and descriptions of all soldiers absent without leave. In turn, the Provost Marshal’s Department headquarters in Washington, D.C., acted as a central office by forwarding information about specific deserters to the provost marshals throughout the North so they could locate and arrest the culprits. In addition, the reward for apprehending a deserter steadily increased. Also in March 1863, the U.S. Congress passed an act that stated that deserters would lose their right to become citizens and would be disqualified from holding office under the United States. These measures significantly reduced desertion in 1863 compared to previous years. However, as the nation became increasingly war weary and the quality of the recruits and replacements declined, desertion soared again in 1864. The most extreme sanction against desertion was the threat of capture and execution. Policies such as Lincoln’s amnesty grant and sanctions such as execution influenced the rate of desertion. More important were victories on the battlefield. When soldiers perceived that their army was winning, they were far less inclined to desert. Consequently, on both sides the rate of desertion ebbed and flowed according to the outcome of recent engagements.
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December 8, 1863

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

A PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS, in and by the Constitution of the United States, it is provided that the President “shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for offences against the United States, except in cases of impeachment;” and

Whereas, a rebellion now exists whereby the loyal state governments of several states have for a long time been subverted, and many persons have committed, and are now guilty of, treason against the United States; and

Whereas, with reference to said rebellion and treason, laws have been enacted by congress, declaring forfeitures and confiscation of property and liberation of slaves, all upon terms and conditions therein stated, and also declaring that the President was thereby authorized at any time thereafter, by proclamation, to extend to persons who may have participated in the existing rebellion, in any state or part thereof, pardon and amnesty, with such exceptions and at such times and on such conditions as he may deem expedient for the public welfare; and

Whereas, the congressional declaration for limited and conditional pardon accords with well-established judicial exposition of the pardoning power; and

Whereas, with reference to said rebellion, the President of the United States has issued several proclamations, with provisions in regard to the liberation of slaves; and

Whereas, it is now desired by some persons heretofore engaged in said rebellion to resume their allegiance to the United States, and to reinaugurate loyal state governments within and for their respective states: Therefore—

I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States, do proclaim, declare, and make known to all persons who have, directly or by implication, participated in the existing rebellion, except as hereinafter excepted, that a full pardon is hereby granted to them and each of them, with restoration of all rights of property, except as to slaves, and in property cases where rights of third parties shall have intervened, and upon the condition that every such person shall take and subscribe an oath, and thenceforward keep and maintain said oath inviolate; and which oath shall be registered for permanent preservation, and shall be of the tenor and effect following, to wit:—

“I do solemnly swear, in presence of Almighty God, that I will henceforth faithfully support, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States and the Union of the States thereunder; and that I will, in like manner, abide by and faithfully support all acts of congress passed during the existing rebellion with reference to slaves, so long and so far as not repealed, modified, or held void by congress, or by decision of the supreme court; and that I will, in like manner, abide by and faithfully support all proclamations of the President made during the existing rebellion having reference to slaves, so long and so far as not modified or declared void by decision of the supreme court. So help me God.”

The persons excepted from the benefits of the foregoing provisions are all who are, or shall have been, civil or diplomatic officers or agents of the so-called Confederate government; all who have left judicial stations under the United States to aid the rebellion; all who are, or shall have been, military or naval officers of said so-called Confederate government above the rank of colonel in the army or of lieutenant in the navy; all who left seats in the United States congress to aid the rebellion; all who resigned commissions in the army or navy of the United States and afterwards aided the rebellion; and all who have engaged in any way in treating colored persons, or white persons in charge of such, otherwise than lawfully as prisoners of war, and which persons may have been found in the United States service as soldiers, seamen, or in any other capacity.

And I do further proclaim, declare, and make known that whenever, in any of the States of Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, and North Carolina, a number of persons, not less than one tenth in number of the votes cast in such state at the presidential election of the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty, each having taken the oath aforesaid, and not having since violated it, and being a qualified voter by the election law of the state existing immediately before the so-called act of secession, and excluding all others, shall reestablish a state government which shall be republican, and in nowise contravening said oath, such shall be recognized as the true government of the state, and the state shall receive thereunder the benefits of the constitutional provision which declares that “the United States shall guaranty to every state in this Union a republican form of government, and shall protect each of them against invasion; and on application of the legislature, or the executive, (when the legislature cannot be convened,) against domestic violence.”

And I do further proclaim, declare, and make known that any provision which may be adopted by such state government in relation to the freed people of such state, which shall recognize and declare their permanent freedom, provide for their education, and which may yet be consistent as a temporary arrangement with their present condition as a laboring, landless, and homeless class, will not be objected to by the National Executive.

And it is suggested as not improper that, in constructing a loyal state government in any state, the name of the state, the boundary, the subdivisions, the constitution, and the general code of laws, as before the rebellion, be maintained, subject only to the modifications made necessary by the conditions hereinbefore stated, and such others, if any, not contravening said conditions, and which may be deemed expedient by those framing the new state government.

To avoid misunderstanding, it may be proper to say that this proclamation, so far as it relates to state governments, has no reference to states wherein loyal state governments have all the while been maintained. And, for the same reason, it may be proper to further say, that whether members sent to congress from any state shall be admitted to seats constitutionally rests exclusively with the respective houses, and not to any extent with the Executive. And still further, that this proclamation is intended to present the people of the states wherein the national authority has been suspended, and loyal state governments have been subverted, a mode in and by which the national authority and loyal state governments may be reestablished within said states, or in any of them; and while the mode presented is the best the Executive can suggest, with his present impressions, it must not be understood that no other possible mode would be acceptable.

Given under my hand at the city of Washington the eighth day of December, A.D. one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the eighty-eighth.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

By the President: WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State.

Source: Statutes at Large: Treaties, and Proclamations of the United States of America, Vol. 13 (Boston, 1866), 737–739.

85. Impressment Act (March 26, 1863)

Introduction

The Confederate Congress proved to be a weak and inadequate body as it failed to address the nation’s major needs. Instead, members too often engaged in fault finding and argument over principle. The Confederate Congress timidly refrained from devising fair laws to levy proper taxes, conscript soldiers, and impress supplies. In early 1863, President Jefferson Davis worked to shepherd through the Confederate Congress his legislative program that addressed the three greatest Confederate needs: supplies, manpower, and money. Davis wanted the authority to impress supplies for the army, increase the number of soldiers through better management of conscription and exemption, and raise money through more stringent tax laws. The power to impress was contentious, because the South had seceded over the issue of states’ rights. Giving the executive extraordinary powers went against the philosophy of states’ rights. Nonetheless, with the March 26, 1863, passage of “An Act to Regulate Impressments,” Davis obtained the power to impress supplies. The act allowed the central government to seize private property—livestock, produce, wagons, and much more—for the use of the army or navy. The need was so obvious that few congressmen, in spite of their support for states’ rights, opposed the act. Subsequently, the Confederate Congress addressed the manpower needs by passing a second draft law. However, the Confederate Congress never adequately took measures to tax effectively. Thus, Confederate money depreciated badly, and inflation soared.
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CHAP. X.—An Act to Regulate Impressments.

March 26, 1863.

Impressments of forage or other property authorized, when necessary for the army.

Value thereof to be determined by appraisement.

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That whenever the exigencies of any army in the field are such as to make impressments of forage, articles of subsistence or other property absolutely necessary, then such impressments may be made by the officer or officers whose duty it is to furnish such forage, articles of subsistence or other property for such army. In cases where the owner of such property and the impressing officer cannot agree upon the value therof, it shall be the duty of such impressing officer, upon an affidavit in writing of the owner of such property, or his agent, that such property was grown, raised or produced by said owner, or is held or has been purchased by him, not for sale or speculation, but for his own use or consumption, to cause the same to be ascertained and determined by the judgement of two loyal and disinterested citizens of the city, county or parish in which such impressments may be made; one to be selected by the owner; one by the impressing officer; and in the event of their disagreement, these two shall choose an umpire of like qualifications, whose decision shall be final. The persons thus selected, after an oath to appraise the property impressed, fairly and impartially, (which oath, as well as the affidavit provided for in this section, the impressing officer is hereby authorized to administer and certify,) shall proceed to assess just compensation for the property so impressed, whether the absolute ownership, or the temporary use thereof, only is required.

Payment to owners of property, of compensation fixed by the appraisers.

Certificate to be given by the officer making the impressment, to the owner. What to be recited in the certificate.

Certificate taken as evidence for the owner.

When payment to be made by disbursing officer.

SEC. 2. That the officer or person impressing property, as aforesaid, shall, at the time of said taking, pay to the owner, his agent or attorney, the compensation fixed by said appraisers; and shall also give to the owner, or person controlling said property, a certificate, over his official signature, specifying the battalion, regiment, brigade, division or corps to which he belongs; that said property is essential for the use of the army, could not be otherwise procured, and was taken through absolute necessity; setting forth the time and place, when and where taken, the amount of compensation fixed by said appraisers, and the sum, if any, paid for the same. Said certificate shall be evidence for the owner, as well of the taking of said property for the public use, as the right of the owner to the amount of compensation fixed as aforesaid. And in case said officer or person taking said property shall have failed to pay the owner or his agent, said compensation as hereinbefore required, then said owner shall be entitled to the speedy payment of the same by the proper disbursing officer; which, when so paid, shall be in full satisfaction of all claims against the government of the Confederate States.

How value of the property assessed, when appraisement impracticable at time of impressment.

SEC. 3. Whenever the appraisement provided for in the first section of this act, shall, for any reason, be impracticable at the time of said impressment, then and in that case the value of the property impressed shall be assessed as soon as possible, by two loyal and disinterested citizens of the city, county or parish, wherein the property was taken, chosen as follows: One by the owner, and one by the Commissary or Quartermaster General, or his agent, who, in case of disagreement, shall choose a third citizen, of like qualifications, as an umpire, to decide the matters in dispute; who shall be sworn as aforesaid, who shall hear the proofs adduced by the parties, as to the value of said property, and assess a just compensation therefor, according to the testimony.

Secretary of War may take private property for public use.

Compensation to owner to be determined as in case of impressment.

SEC. 4. That whenever the Secretary of War shall be of opinion that it is necessary to take private property for public use, by reason of the impracticability of procuring the same by purchase, so as to accumulate necessary supplies for the army, or the good of the service, in any locality, he may, by general order, through the proper subordinate officers, authorize such property to be taken for the public use; the compensation due the owner for the same to be determined, and the value fixed as provided for in the first and second sections of this act.

Commissioners to be appointed in each State.

Their pay and mileage.

To constitute a board.

Their duties.

Proviso.

SEC. 5. That it shall be the duty of the President, as early as practicable after the passage of this act, to appoint a commissioner in each State where property shall be taken for the public use, and request the Governor of such of the States in which the President shall appoint said commissioner, to appoint another commissioner, to act in conjunction with the commissioner appointed by the President, who shall receive the compensation of eight dollars per day, and ten cents per mile as mileage, to be paid by the Confederate Government. Said commissioners shall constitute a board, whose duty it shall be to fix upon the prices to be paid by the government, for all property impressed or taken for the public use as aforesaid, so as to afford just compensation to the owners thereof. Said commissioners shall agree upon and publish a schedule of prices every two months, or oftner if they shall deem it proper; and in the event they shall not be able to agree in any matter confided to them in this act, they shall have power to appoint an umpire to decide the matter in dispute, whose decision shall be the decision of the board; and said umpire shall receive the same rate of compensation for the time he shall serve, allowed to said commissioners respectively: Provided, That said commissioners shall be residents of the State for which they shall be appointed; and if the Governor of any State shall refuse or neglect to appoint said commissioner within ten days after a request to do so by the President, then the President shall appoint both commissioners, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate.

What property to be paid for according to the schedule of prices fixed by the commissioners.

Quality of the property or article impressed or taken, how ascertained.

Proviso.

SEC. 6. That all property impressed or taken for the public use, as aforesaid, in the hands of any person other than the persons who have raised, grown or produced the same, or persons holding the same for their own use or consumption, and who shall make the affidavit as hereinbefore required, shall be paid for according to the schedule of prices fixed by the commissioners as aforesaid. But if the officer impressing or taking for the public use such property, and the owner shall differ as to the quality of the article or property impressed or taken, as aforesaid, thereby making it fall within a higher or lower price named in the schedule, then the owner or agent, and the officer impressing or taking, as aforesaid, may select each a loyal and disinterested citizen, of the qualifications as aforesaid, to determine the quality of said article or property, who shall, in case of disagreement, appoint an umpire of like qualifications, and his decision, if approved by the officer impressing, shall be final; but if not approved, the impressing officer shall send the award to the commissioners of the State where the property is impressed, with his reasons for disapproving the same, and said commissioners may hear such proofs as the parties may respectively adduce, and their decision shall be final: Provided, That the owner may receive the price offered by the impressing officer, without prejudice to his claim to receive the higher compensation.

What property exempt from impressment. The quantity thereof.

How ascertained.

SEC. 7. That the property necessary for the support of the owner and his family, and to carry on his ordinary agricultural and mechanical business, to be ascertained by the appraisers, to be appointed as provided in the first section of this act, under oath, shall not be taken or impressed for the public use; and when the impressing officer and the owner cannot agree as to the quantity of property necessary, as aforesaid, then the decision of the said appraisers shall be binding on the officer and all other persons.

Payment for property impressed for temporary use, lost or destroyed without default of the owner, or injured whilst in the public use.

SEC. 8. Where property has been impressed for temporary use, and is lost or destroyed without the default of the owner, the Government of the Confederate States shall pay a just compensation therefor; to be ascertained by appraisers appointed and qualified as provided in the first section of this act. If such property when returned has, in the opinion of the owner, been injured whilst in the public use, the amount of damage thereby sustained, shall be determined in the manner described in the third section of this act, the officer returning the property being authorized to act on behalf of the government; and upon such inquiry, the certificate of the value of the property, when originally impressed, shall be received as prima facie evidence of the value thereof.

Impressment of slaves, how made.

Proviso.

SEC. 9. Where slaves are impressed by the Confederate Government to labor on fortifications or other public works, the impressment shall be made by said government according to the rules and regulations provided in the laws of the State wherein they are impressed; and in the absence of such law, in accordance with such rules and regulations not inconsistent with the provisions of this act, as the Secretary of War shall from time to time prescribe: Provided, That no impressment of slaves shall be made when they can be hired or procured by the consent of the owner or agent.

What slaves not to be taken without the consent of the owner.

SEC. 10. That previous to the first day of December next, no slave laboring on a farm or plantation, exclusively devoted to the production of grain and provisions, shall be taken for the public use without the consent of the owner, except in case of urgent necessity.

Trial and puishment of officers and privates for violating this act.

SEC. 11. That any commissioned or non-commissioned officer or private who shall violate the provisions of this act, shall be tried before the military court of the corps to which he is attached, on complaint made by the owner or other person, and on conviction, if an officer, he shall be cashiered and put into the ranks as a private; and if a noncommissioned officer or private, he shall suffer such punishment, not inconsistent with military law, as the court may direct.

APPROVED March 26, 1863.

Source: Statutes at Large of the Confederate States of America … First Congress, 1863–64 (Richmond, 1864), 192.

86. Ulysses S. Grant and David D. Porter: Correspondence about Cooperation at Vicksburg (March 29, 1863)

Introduction

For three months in the late winter and early spring of 1863, Major General Ulysses S. Grant worked to capture the Confederate fortress at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Geography, weather, and skillful Confederate resistance thwarted him. Finally, he conceived a bold plan to bypass Vicksburg by marching south through the bayous along the west bank of the Mississippi River. The objective was the town of New Carthage, Louisiana, about 20 miles below Vicksburg. Then Grant planned to recross the river onto the eastern shore in order to attack the Confederate batteries at either Warrenton or Grand Gulf. This plan required close cooperation with naval forces. They would have to steam past Vicksburg’s guns, or “run the batteries” as it was called, in order to be in position to ferry Grant’s army from west to east. In the following exchange of messages, Grant asks Rear Admiral David D. Porter if he will send some of his warships downstream past Vicksburg in order to cooperate with his infantry. Porter replies affirmatively while noting that his vessels lack the power to return upstream, against the current, in the face of the Confederate batteries. Therefore, the run past the batteries represented an irrevocable commitment to a campaign against Vicksburg from below the city. Grant’s plan represented a gamble for both his army and Porter’s fleet. In an era when intraservice rivalry was always present, the ability of the two officers to cooperate proved instrumental in Grant’s ultimate success.
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BEFORE Vicksburg, March 29, 1863.

Admiral DAVID D. PORTER, Comdg. Mississippi Squadron:

I am about occupying New Carthage with troops, and opening the bayous from here to that place sufficiently for the passage of flats, a number of which I have ordered from Saint Louis. With this passage open, I can run the blockade with steamers sufficient to land troops, with the aid of flats, either at Grant Gulf or Warrenton, whichever seems most promising. Under these circumstances, is it not absolutely essential that Warrenton and Grand Gulf should be so controlled by gunboats as to prevent further fortifications?

It looks to me, admiral, as a matter of vast importance that one or two vessels should be put below Vicksburg, both to cut off the enemy’s intercourse with the WEST bank of the river entirely and to insure a landing on the east bank for our forces, if wanted.

Will you be good enough, admiral, to give this your early consideration, and let me know your determination? Without the aid of gunboats it will hardly be worth while to send troops to New Carthage, or to open the passage from here there.

Preparatory surveys for doing this are now being made.

U. S. GRANT.

UNITED STATES Mississippi SQUADRON, Yazoo River, March 29, 1863.

Major General U. S. GRANT, Comdg. Department of the Tennessee:

GENERAL: I am ready to co-operate with you in the matter of landing troops on the other side, but you must recollect that, when these gunboats once go below, we give up all hopes of ever getting them up again. If it is your intention to occupy Grand Gulf in force, it will be necessary to have vessels there to protect the troops or quiet the fortifications now there. If I do send vessels below, it will be the best vessels I have, and there will be nothing left to attack Haynes’ Bluff, in case it should be deemed necessary to try it. It will require some little preparation to send these vessels below. Coal and provisions are wanted; they cannot well do without.

With the force Farragut now has, he can easily dispense with one vessel to patrol the coast as far as Grand Gulf while we are preparing this thing. I will come over and see you. I have been quite unwell all night, and not able to move about much. Before making a gunboat move, I should like to get the vessels back from the Yazoo Pass expedition.

Very truly, yours,

DAVID D. PORTER.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 24, Part 3 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1889), 151–153.

87. Virginia Clay-Clopton: Memoir Excerpt about Shortages in the Confederacy (1863)

Introduction

As the Civil War progressed, the South experienced a steadily worsening economic situation. The Confederate currency became devalued, and inflation soared. Union offensives were capturing territory and displacing large numbers of people. The Union naval blockade squeezed the civilian economy. The Confederate railroads were deteriorating due to the inability to replace machinery, thereby impairing food delivery to the armies. Corruption in the commissary and quartermaster offices and the activities of speculators in the private economy undermined the delivery of scarce resources. Political efforts to raise taxes encountered opposition from the powerful planter class. Eventually the Confederate Congress passed a complicated tax bill that, because of the influence of the planter class, exempted land, slaves, and cotton, the items that represented the great bulk of Southern wealth. The consequence of all these trends was shortages, particularly among the armies but also within the civilian economy. Virginia Clay-Clopton was a quintessential Southern belle. Her marriage to Clement Clay, an Alabama lawyer and politician, propelled her to the forefront of Southern society. Her memoirs, published in 1905, became widely read among Southern partisans and were recommended reading by the United Daughters of the Confederacy, a Southern organization dedicated to preserving Confederate history. In the following excerpt, Mrs. Clay, as she was then known, describes dealing with shortages. The “General Tracy” she mentions is Brigadier General Edward D. Tracy, the commander of an Alabama force at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Tracy was killed at the Battle of Port Gibson (May 1, 1863) during Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s Vicksburg Campaign.
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Our stay in Macon, where it had been my intention to remain but a few weeks, lengthened into months; for, upon his arrival in Richmond, Senator Clay found the conditions such as to render my joining him, if not impracticable, at least inadvisable. The evils of a year agone had multiplied tenfold. Food was growing scarcer; the city’s capacity was tested to the uttermost, and lodgings difficult to obtain. The price of board for my husband alone now amounted to more than his income. Feeling in legislative circles was tense, the times engendering a troublesome discontent and strife among eager and anxious politicians. Complaints from the army poured in. Our soldiers were suffering the harshest deprivations. Wearing apparel was scarce. Many of our men marched in ragged and weather-stained garments and tattered shoes, and even these were luxuries that threatened soon to be unattainable. Our treasury was terribly depleted, and our food supply for the army was diminishing at a lamentable rate.

“You will be surprised to know,” wrote General Tracy from Vicksburg, in March, 1863, “that in this garrisoned town, upon which the hopes of a whole people are set, and which is liable at any time to be cut off from its interior lines of communication, there is not now subsistence for one week. The meat ration has already been virtually discontinued, the quality being such that the men utterly refuse to eat it, though the contract continues to be worth between one thousand and fifteen hundred dollars per diem.”

“A general gloom prevails here because of the scarcity and high price of food,” ran a letter from my husband, written in the same month from Richmond. “Our soldiers are on half rations of meat, one-quarter pound of salt, and one-half pound of fresh meat, without vegetables, or fruit, or coffee or sugar! Don’t mention this, as it will do harm to let it get abroad. Really there is serious apprehension of having to disband part of the army for want of food. In this city the poor clerks and subaltern military officers are threatened with starvation, as they cannot get board on their pay. God only knows what is to become of us, if we do not soon drive the enemy from Tennessee and Kentucky and get food from their granaries…. I dined with the President yesterday at six P. M., en famille, on beef soup, beef stew, meat pie, potatoes, coffee and bread. I approved his simple fare and expressed the wish that the army in the field had more to eat and that out of the field less!”

The receipt of this news stirred me to the core. Spring was in its freshest beauty in Macon. Its gardens glowed with brilliant blossoms. A thousand fragrant odours mingled in the air; the voices of myriad birds sang about the foliaged avenues. I thought Aunt Comer’s home a terrestrial Paradise. The contrast between the comfort in this pretty city of lower Georgia, a city of beautiful homes and plentiful tables, and our poverty-stricken capital and meagre starving camps, was terrible to picture. I wrote impulsively (and, alas! impotently) in reply to my husband’s letter:

“Why does not the President or some proper authority order on from here and other wealthy towns, and immediately at that, the thousands of provisions that fill the land? Monopolists and misers hold enough meat and grain in their clutches to feed our army and Lincoln’s! Put down the screws and make them release it! Talk of disbanding an army at a time like this? No! empty the coffers and granaries and meat houses of every civilian in the land first!”

Source: Virginia Clay-Copton and Ada Sterling, A Belle of the Fifties: Memoirs of Mrs. Clay, of Alabama … 1853–66 (New York: Doubleday, Page, 1905), 193–195.

88. Julia Dent Grant: Memoir Excerpt on Running the Blockade at Vicksburg (1863)

Introduction

For three months in the late winter and early spring of 1863, Major General Ulysses S. Grant worked to capture the Confederate fortress at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Geography, weather, and skillful Confederate resistance thwarted him. Finally he conceived a bold plan to bypass Vicksburg by marching south through the bayous along the west bank of the Mississippi River. The objective was the town of New Carthage, Louisiana, about 20 miles below Vicksburg. Then Grant planned to recross the river onto the eastern shore in order to attack the Confederate batteries at either Warrenton or Grand Gulf. This plan required close cooperation with naval forces. They would have to steam past Vicksburg’s guns, or “run the batteries” as it was called, in order to be in position to ferry Grant’s army from west to east. Around 11:00 p.m. on April 16, 1863, elements of Rear Admiral David D. Porter’s fleet, including ironclads and transports, entered the current to try to pass the batteries. Porter led the way in the ironclad Benton. Watching them depart were Grant, his wife Julia, and the couple’s young son. After General Grant’s death in 1885, his widow began dictating her recollections of their life together, first to her son and later to a secretary. Although she began the project principally for the benefit of her children, she eventually grew to enjoy writing and entertained thoughts of publication. However, her death in 1902 left the issue unresolved. Grant’s great-granddaughters consented to publication of the memoirs, which first saw print in 1975. The following excerpt is Julia Grant’s recollection of the night of April 16, 1863. Her phrase “the General” refers to her husband. The “blazing house” was set afire by Confederate pickets to backlight the Union vessels and make it easier for the gunners to see their targets. The officer relieved of duty was Grant’s quartermaster, Lieutenant Colonel Charles A. Reynolds. Reynolds’s prediction of failure proved erroneous, and Grant captured Vicksburg on July 4, 1863.
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… The General said: “I am glad you arrived in time to witness the running of the blockade. I have ordered three transports to be prepared, and tonight after dark they are to drop silently down the river as far as possible and then put on all steam and go flying past Vicksburg and its batteries to where I want to use them. [David D.] Porter, who is a gallant fellow, insists on taking two or more gunboats as escort and to return the rebel fire. He says it would not look well to run past and not return their broadside.”

The steamer from which we witnessed the running of the blockade was the Henry von Phul. We dined on board with many officers and two or three ladies, and when quite dark we silently dropped down the river. All was going well when a red glare flashed up from the Vicksburg shore and the flotilla of gunboats and transports and our own boats were made plainly visible. Indeed, it was a grand sight: the long stretch of river at the end of which was the blazing house illuminating it. How vividly that picture is photographed on my mind; the grand roar of the cannon rests in my memory. The batteries of Vicksburg poured shot and shell upon the heads of the devoted little fleet, but Porter was there—thank Heaven!—to return broadside for broadside. The air was full of sulphurous smoke. The batteries were passed, and we rested here awaiting the report of casualties and were happy to learn that there had been no loss of life, although some few were wounded—poor fellows! The smoke cleared away, the stars looked down tenderly upon Union and Rebel alike and the katydids and the frogs began again their summer songs.

Running the blockade was, I think[,] satisfactory to General Grant, as he repeated the action on the 22nd of April, this time sending six more transports loaded with supplies and a number of barges. I remember the General was much disturbed by the inefficiency of the officer who was ordered to make ready these boats. He was relieved, however, and two of the staff officers performed this duty of getting the boats ready. The relieved officer went north on the same steamer I went on, and he predicted with great confidence the failure of the expedition.

Source: John Y. Simon, ed., The Personal Memoirs of Julia Dent Grant (New York: Putnam, 1995), 112.

89. Instructions for the Government of Armies of the United States in the Field (April 24, 1863)

Introduction

In the spring of 1863, Union forces were occupying areas of the Confederacy where partisans waged an increasingly effective guerrilla war. The rebels had extended the cloak of legitimacy to guerrillas who operated in civilian dress. The guerrillas’ ability to blend into the civilian background frustrated the Union army. In response, the army’s commanding general asked a noted legal scholar, Dr. Francis Lieber, for his views. The result was General Order No. 100, “Instructions for the Government of Armies of the United States in the Field,” a synthesis of the laws of war as they had evolved by the mid-19th century. The central theme of the order was that the object of war was the restoration of peace, not the death of ones’ foes. The order included a long list of moderating guidelines for an occupying army. However, toleration had limits, and irregulars who fought out of uniform could be treated summarily as pirates rather than as legitimate combatants. For active guerrilla sympathizers, legitimate sanctions included exile, relocation, imprisonment, fines, and confiscation. Because of its realistic blend of moderation and severity, General Order No. 100 gained international acceptance and served as the basis for the first formal international agreements on the laws of war.

Primary Source

Prepared by Francis Lieber, Promulgated as General Orders No. 100 by President Lincoln, April 24, 1863.

SECTION I. Martial Law—Military jurisdiction—Military necessity—Retaliation.

Article 1. A place, district, or country occupied by an enemy stands, in consequence of the occupation, under the Martial Law of the invading or occupying army, whether any proclamation declaring Martial Law, or any public warning to the inhabitants, has been issued or not. Martial Law is the immediate and direct effect and consequence of occupation or conquest. The presence of a hostile army proclaims its Martial Law.

Article 2. Martial Law does not cease during the hostile occupation, except by special proclamation, ordered by the commander in chief; or by special mention in the treaty of peace concluding the war, when the occupation of a place or territory continues beyond the conclusion of peace as one of the conditions of the same.

Article 3. Martial Law in a hostile country consists in the suspension, by the occupying military authority, of the criminal and civil law, and of the domestic administration and government in the occupied place or territory, and in the substitution of military rule and force for the same, as well as in the dictation of general laws, as far as military necessity requires this suspension, substitution, or dictation. The commander of the forces may proclaim that the administration of all civil and penal law shall continue either wholly or in part, as in times of peace, unless otherwise ordered by the military authority.

Article 4. Martial Law is simply military authority exercised in accordance with the laws and usages of war. Military oppression is not Martial Law: it is the abuse of the power which that law confers. As Martial Law is executed by military force, it is incumbent upon those who administer it to be strictly guided by the principles of justice, honor, and humanity—virtues adorning a soldier even more than other men, for the very reason that he possesses the power of his arms against the unarmed.

Article 5. Martial Law should be less stringent in places and countries fully occupied and fairly conquered. Much greater severity may be exercised in places or regions where actual hostilities exist, or are expected and must be prepared for. Its most complete sway is allowed—even in the commander’s own country—when face to face with the enemy, because of the absolute necessities of the case, and of the paramount duty to defend the country against invasion. To save the country is paramount to all other considerations.

Article 6. All civil and penal law shall continue to take its usual course in the enemy’s places and territories under Martial Law, unless interrupted or stopped by order of the occupying military power; but all the functions of the hostile government—legislative, executive, or administrative—whether of a general, provincial, or local character, cease under Martial Law, or continue only with the sanction, or, if deemed necessary, the participation of the occupier or invader.

Article 7. Martial Law extends to property, and to persons, whether they are subjects of the enemy or aliens to that government.

Article 8. Consuls, among American and European nations, are not diplomatic agents. Nevertheless, their offices and persons will be subjected to Martial Law in cases of urgent necessity only: their property and business are not exempted. Any delinquency they commit against the established military rule may be punished as in the case of any other inhabitant, and such punishment furnishes no reasonable ground for international complaint.

Article 9. The functions of Ambassadors, Ministers, or other diplomatic agents accredited by neutral powers to the hostile government, cease, so far as regards the displaced government; but the conquering or occupying power usually recognizes them as temporarily accredited to itself.

Article 10. Martial Law affects chiefly the police and collection of public revenue and taxes, whether imposed by the expelled government or by the invader, and refers mainly to the support and efficiency of the army, its safety, and the safety of its operations.

Article 11. The law of war does not only disclaim all cruelty and bad faith concerning engagements concluded with the enemy during the war, but also the breaking of stipulations solemnly contracted by the belligerents in time of peace, and avowedly intended to remain in force in case of war between the contracting powers. It disclaims all extortions and other transactions for individual gain; all acts of private revenge, or connivance at such acts. Offenses to the contrary shall be severely punished, and especially so if committed by officers.

Article 12. Whenever feasible, Martial Law is carried out in cases of individual offenders by Military Courts; but sentences of death shall be executed only with the approval of the chief executive, provided the urgency of the case does not require a speedier execution, and then only with the approval of the chief commander.

Article 13. Military jurisdiction is of two kinds: First, that which is conferred and defined by statute; second, that which is derived from the common law of war. Military offenses under the statute law must be tried in the manner therein directed; but military offenses which do not come within the statute must be tried and punished under the common law of war. The character of the courts which exercise these jurisdictions depends upon the local laws of each particular country. In the armies of the United States the first is exercised by courts-martial, while cases which do not come within the “Rules and Articles of War,” or the jurisdiction conferred by statute on courts-martial, are tried by military commissions.

Article 14. Military necessity, as understood by modern civilized nations, consists in the necessity of those measures which are indispensable for securing the ends of the war, and which are lawful according to the modern law and usages of war.

Article 15. Military necessity admits of all direct destruction of life or limb of armed enemies, and of other persons whose destruction is incidentally unavoidable in the armed contests of the war; it allows of the capturing of every armed enemy, and every enemy of importance to the hostile government, or of peculiar danger to the captor; it allows of all destruction of property, and obstruction of the ways and channels of traffic, travel, or communication, and of all withholding of sustenance or means of life from the enemy; of the appropriation of whatever an enemy’s country affords necessary for the subsistence and safety of the army, and of such deception as does not involve the breaking of good faith either positively pledged, regarding agreements entered into during the war, or supposed by the modern law of war to exist. Men who take up arms against one another in public war do not cease on this account to be moral beings, responsible to one another and to God.

Article 16. Military necessity does not admit of cruelty—that is, the infliction of suffering for the sake of suffering or for revenge, nor of maiming or wounding except in fight, nor of torture to extort confessions. It does not admit of the use of poison in any way, nor of the wanton devastation of a district. It admits of deception, but disclaims acts of perfidy; and, in general, military necessity does not include any act of hostility which makes the return to peace unnecessarily difficult.

Article 17. War is not carried on by arms alone. It is lawful to starve the hostile belligerent, armed or unarmed, so that it leads to the speedier subjection of the enemy.

Article 18. When a commander of a besieged place expels the noncombatants, in order to lessen the number of those who consume his stock of provisions, it is lawful, though an extreme measure, to drive them back, so as to hasten on the surrender.

Article 19. Commanders, whenever admissible, inform the enemy of their intention to bombard a place, so that the noncombatants, and especially the women and children, may be removed before the bombardment commences. But it is no infraction of the common law of war to omit thus to inform the enemy. Surprise may be a necessity.

Article 20. Public war is a state of armed hostility between sovereign nations or governments. It is a law and requisite of civilized existence that men live in political, continuous societies, forming organized units, called states or nations, whose constituents bear, enjoy, suffer, advance and retrograde together, in peace and in war.

Article 21. The citizen or native of a hostile country is thus an enemy, as one of the constituents of the hostile state or nation, and as such is subjected to the hardships of the war.

Article 22. Nevertheless, as civilization has advanced during the last centuries, so has likewise steadily advanced, especially in war on land, the distinction between the private individual belonging to a hostile country and the hostile country itself, with its men in arms. The principle has been more and more acknowledged that the unarmed citizen is to be spared in person, property, and honor as much as the exigencies of war will admit.

Article 23. Private citizens are no longer murdered, enslaved, or carried off to distant parts, and the inoffensive individual is as little disturbed in his private relations as the commander of the hostile troops can afford to grant in the overruling demands of a vigorous war.

Article 24. The almost universal rule in remote times was, and continues to be with barbarous armies, that the private individual of the hostile country is destined to suffer every privation of liberty and protection, and every disruption of family ties. Protection was, and still is with uncivilized people, the exception.

Article 25. In modern regular wars of the Europeans, and their descendants in other portions of the globe, protection of the inoffensive citizen of the hostile country is the rule; privation and disturbance of private relations are the exceptions.

Article 26. Commanding generals may cause the magistrates and civil officers of the hostile country to take the oath of temporary allegiance or an oath of fidelity to their own victorious government or rulers, and they may expel everyone who declines to do so. But whether they do so or not, the people and their civil officers owe strict obedience to them as long as they hold sway over the district or country, at the peril of their lives.

Article 27. The law of war can no more wholly dispense with retaliation than can the law of nations, of which it is a branch. Yet civilized nations acknowledge retaliation as the sternest feature of war. A reckless enemy often leaves to his opponent no other means of securing himself against the repetition of barbarous outrage.

Article 28. Retaliation will, therefore, never be resorted to as a measure of mere revenge, but only as a means of protective retribution, and moreover, cautiously and unavoidably; that is to say, retaliation shall only be resorted to after careful inquiry into the real occurrence, and the character of the misdeeds that may demand retribution. Unjust or inconsiderate retaliation removes the belligerents farther and farther from the mitigating rules of regular war, and by rapid steps leads them nearer to the internecine wars of savages.

Article 29. Modern times are distinguished from earlier ages by the existence, at one and the same time, of many nations and great governments related to one another in close intercourse. Peace is their normal condition; war is the exception. The ultimate object of all modern war is a renewed state of peace. The more vigorously wars are pursued, the better it is for humanity. Sharp wars are brief.

Article 30. Ever since the formation and coexistence of modern nations, and ever since wars have become great national wars, war has come to be acknowledged not to be its own end, but the means to obtain great ends of state, or to consist in defense against wrong; and no conventional restriction of the modes adopted to injure the enemy is any longer admitted; but the law of war imposes many limitations and restrictions on principles of justice, faith, and honor.

SECTION II. Public and private property of the enemy—Protection of persons, and especially of women, of religion, the arts and sciences—Punishment of crimes against the inhabitants of hostile countries.

Article 31. A victorious army appropriates all public money, seizes all public movable property until further direction by its government, and sequesters for its own benefit or for that of its government all the revenues of real property belonging to the hostile government or nation. The title to such real property remains in abeyance during military occupation, and until the conquest is made complete.

Article 32. A victorious army, by the martial power inherent in the same, may suspend, change, or abolish, as far as the martial power extends, the relations which arise from the services due, according to the existing laws of the invaded country, from one citizen, subject, or native of the same to another. The commander of the army must leave it to the ultimate treaty of peace to settle the permanency of this change.

Article 33. It is no longer considered lawful—on the contrary, it is held to be a serious breach of the law of war—to force the subjects of the enemy into the service of the victorious government, except the latter should proclaim, after a fair and complete conquest of the hostile country or district, that it is resolved to keep the country, district, or place permanently as its own and make it a portion of its own country.

Article 34. As a general rule, the property belonging to churches, to hospitals, or other establishments of an exclusively charitable character, to establishments of education, or foundations for the promotion of knowledge, whether public schools, universities, academies of learning or observatories, museums of the fine arts, or of a scientific character such property is not to be considered public property in the sense of paragraph 31; but it may be taxed or used when the public service may require it.

Article 35. Classical works of art, libraries, scientific collections, or precious instruments, such as astronomical telescopes, as well as hospitals, must be secured against all avoidable injury, even when they are contained in fortified places whilst besieged or bombarded.

Article 36. If such works of art, libraries, collections, or instruments belonging to a hostile nation or government, can be removed without injury, the ruler of the conquering state or nation may order them to be seized and removed for the benefit of the said nation. The ultimate ownership is to be settled by the ensuing treaty of peace. In no case shall they be sold or given away, if captured by the armies of the United States, nor shall they ever be privately appropriated, or wantonly destroyed or injured.

Article 37. The United States acknowledge and protect, in hostile countries occupied by them, religion and morality; strictly private property; the persons of the inhabitants, especially those of women: and the sacredness of domestic relations. Offenses to the contrary shall be rigorously punished. This rule does not interfere with the right of the victorious invader to tax the people or their property, to levy forced loans, to billet soldiers, or to appropriate property, especially houses, lands, boats or ships, and churches, for temporary and military uses.

Article 38. Private property, unless forfeited by crimes or by offenses of the owner, can be seized only by way of military necessity, for the support or other benefit of the army or of the United States. If the owner has not fled, the commanding officer will cause receipts to be given, which may serve the spoliated owner to obtain indemnity.

Article 39. The salaries of civil officers of the hostile government who remain in the invaded territory, and continue the work of their office, and can continue it according to the circumstances arising out of the war—such as judges, administrative or police officers, officers of city or communal governments—are paid from the public revenue of the invaded territory, until the military government has reason wholly or partially to discontinue it. Salaries or incomes connected with purely honorary titles are always stopped.

Article 40. There exists no law or body of authoritative rules of action between hostile armies, except that branch of the law of nature and nations which is called the law and usages of war on land.

Article 41. All municipal law of the ground on which the armies stand, or of the countries to which they belong, is silent and of no effect between armies in the field.

Article 42. Slavery, complicating and confounding the ideas of property, (that is of a thing,) and of personality, (that is of humanity,) exists according to municipal or local law only. The law of nature and nations has never acknowledged it. The digest of the Roman law enacts the early dictum of the pagan jurist, that “so far as the law of nature is concerned, all men are equal.” Fugitives escaping from a country in which they were slaves, villeins, or serfs, into another country, have, for centuries past, been held free and acknowledged free by judicial decisions of European countries, even though the municipal law of the country in which the slave had taken refuge acknowledged slavery within its own dominions.

Article 43. Therefore, in a war between the United States and a belligerent which admits of slavery, if a person held in bondage by that belligerent be captured by or come as a fugitive under the protection of the military forces of the United States, such person is immediately entitled to the rights and privileges of a freeman. To return such person into slavery would amount to enslaving a free person, and neither the United States nor any officer under their authority can enslave any human being. Moreover, a person so made free by the law of war is under the shield of the law of nations, and the former owner or State can have, by the law of postliminy, no belligerent lien or claim of service.

Article 44. All wanton violence committed against persons in the invaded country, all destruction of property not commanded by the authorized officer, all robbery, all pillage or sacking, even after taking a place by main force, all rape, wounding, maiming, or killing of such inhabitants, are prohibited under the penalty of death, or such other severe punishment as may seem adequate for the gravity of the offense. A soldier, officer or private, in the act of committing such violence, and disobeying a superior ordering him to abstain from it, may be lawfully killed on the spot by such superior.

Article 45. All captures and booty belong, according to the modern law of war, primarily to the government of the captor. Prize money, whether on sea or land, can now only be claimed under local law.

Article 46. Neither officers nor soldiers are allowed to make use of their position or power in the hostile country for private gain, not even for commercial transactions otherwise legitimate. Offenses to the contrary committed by commissioned officers will be punished with cashiering or such other punishment as the nature of the offense may require; if by soldiers, they shall be punished according to the nature of the offense.

Article 47. Crimes punishable by all penal codes, such as arson, murder, maiming, assaults, highway robbery, theft, burglary, fraud, forgery, and rape, if committed by an American soldier in a hostile country against its inhabitants, are not only punishable as at home, but in all cases in which death is not inflicted, the severer punishment shall be preferred.

SECTION III. Deserters—Prisoners of war—Hostages—Booty on the battle-field.

Article 48. Deserters from the American Army, having entered the service of the enemy, suffer death if they fall again into the hands of the United States, whether by capture, or being delivered up to the American Army; and if a deserter from the enemy, having taken service in the Army of the United States, is captured by the enemy, and punished by them with death or otherwise, it is not a breach against the law and usages of war, requiring redress or retaliation.

Article 49. A prisoner of war is a public enemy armed or attached to the hostile army for active aid, who has fallen into the hands of the captor, either fighting or wounded, on the field or in the hospital, by individual surrender or by capitulation. All soldiers, of whatever species of arms; all men who belong to the rising en masse of the hostile country; all those who are attached to the army for its efficiency and promote directly the object of the war, except such as are hereinafter provided for; all disabled men or officers on the field or elsewhere, if captured; all enemies who have thrown away their arms and ask for quarter, are prisoners of war, and as such exposed to the inconveniences as well as entitled to the privileges of a prisoner of war.

Article 50. Moreover, citizens who accompany an army for whatever purpose, such as sutlers, editors, or reporters of journals, or contractors, if captured, may be made prisoners of war, and be detained as such. The monarch and members of the hostile reigning family, male or female, the chief, and chief officers of the hostile government, its diplomatic agents, and all persons who are of particular and singular use and benefit to the hostile army or its government, are, if captured on belligerent ground, and if unprovided with a safe conduct granted by the captor’s government, prisoners of war.

Article 51. If the people of that portion of an invaded country which is not yet occupied by the enemy, or of the whole country, at the approach of a hostile army, rise, under a duly authorized levy en masse to resist the invader, they are now treated as public enemies, and, if captured, are prisoners of war.

Article 52. No belligerent has the right to declare that he will treat every captured man in arms of a levy en masse as a brigand or bandit. If, however, the people of a country, or any portion of the same, already occupied by an army, rise against it, they are violators of the laws of war, and are not entitled to their protection.

Article 53. The enemy’s chaplains, officers of the medical staff, apothecaries, hospital nurses and servants, if they fall into the hands of the American Army, are not prisoners of war, unless the commander has reasons to retain them. In this latter case, or if, at their own desire, they are allowed to remain with their captured companions, they are treated as prisoners of war, and may be exchanged if the commander sees fit.

Article 54. A hostage is a person accepted as a pledge for the fulfillment of an agreement concluded between belligerents during the war, or in consequence of a war. Hostages are rare in the present age.

Article 55. If a hostage is accepted, he is treated like a prisoner of war, according to rank and condition, as circumstances may admit.

Article 56. A prisoner of war is subject to no punishment for being a public enemy, nor is any revenge wreaked upon him by the intentional infliction of any suffering, or disgrace, by cruel imprisonment, want of food, by mutilation, death, or any other barbarity.

Article 57. So soon as a man is armed by a sovereign government and takes the soldier’s oath of fidelity, he is a belligerent; his killing, wounding, or other warlike acts are not individual crimes or offenses. No belligerent has a right to declare that enemies of a certain class, color, or condition, when properly organized as soldiers, will not be treated by him as public enemies.

Article 58. The law of nations knows of no distinction of color, and if an enemy of the United States should enslave and sell any captured persons of their army, it would be a case for the severest retaliation, if not redressed upon complaint. The United States cannot retaliate by enslavement; therefore death must be the retaliation for this crime against the law of nations.

Article 59. A prisoner of war remains answerable for his crimes committed against the captor’s army or people, committed before he was captured, and for which he has not been punished by his own authorities. All prisoners of war are liable to the infliction of retaliatory measures.

Article 60. It is against the usage of modern war to resolve, in hatred and revenge, to give no quarter. No body of troops has the right to declare that it will not give, and therefore will not expect, quarter; but a commander is permitted to direct his troops to give no quarter, in great straits, when his own salvation makes it impossible to cumber himself with prisoners.

Article 61. Troops that give no quarter have no right to kill enemies already disabled on the ground, or prisoners captured by other troops.

Article 62. All troops of the enemy known or discovered to give no quarter in general, or to any portion of the army, receive none.

Article 63. Troops who fight in the uniform of their enemies, without any plain, striking, and uniform mark of distinction of their own, can expect no quarter.

Article 64. If American troops capture a train containing uniforms of the enemy, and the commander considers it advisable to distribute them for use among his men, some striking mark or sign must be adopted to distinguish the American soldier from the enemy.

Article 65. The use of the enemy’s national standard, flag, or other emblem of nationality, for the purpose of deceiving the enemy in battle, is an act of perfidy by which they lose all claim to the protection of the laws of war.

Article 66. Quarter having been given to an enemy by American troops, under a misapprehension of his true character, he may, nevertheless, be ordered to suffer death if, within three days after the battle, it be discovered that he belongs to a corps which gives no quarter.

Article 67. The law of nations allows every sovereign government to make war upon another sovereign state, and, therefore, admits of no rules or laws different from those of regular warfare, regarding the treatment of prisoners of war, although they may belong to the army of a government which the captor may consider as a wanton and unjust assailant.

Article 68. Modern wars are not internecine wars, in which the killing of the enemy is the object. The destruction of the enemy in modern war, and, indeed, modern war itself, are means to obtain that object of the belligerent which lies beyond the war. Unnecessary or revengeful destruction of life is not lawful.

Article 69. Outposts, sentinels, or pickets are not to be fired upon, except to drive them in, or when a positive order, special or general, has been issued to that effect.

Article 70. The use of poison in any manner, be it to poison wells, or food, or arms, is wholly excluded from modern warfare. He that uses it puts himself out of the pale of the law and usages of war.

Article 71. Whoever intentionally inflicts additional wounds on an enemy already wholly disabled, or kills such an enemy, or who orders or encourages soldiers to do so, shall suffer death, if duly convicted, whether he belongs to the Army of the United States, or is an enemy captured after having committed his misdeed.

Article 72. Money and other valuables on the person of a prisoner, such as watches or jewelry, as well as extra clothing, are regarded by the American Army as the private property of the prisoner, and the appropriation of such valuables or money is considered dishonorable, and is prohibited. Nevertheless, if large sums are found upon the persons of prisoners, or in their possession, they shall be taken from them, and the surplus, after providing for their own support, appropriated for the use of the army, under the direction of the commander, unless otherwise ordered by the government. Nor can prisoners claim, as private property, large sums found and captured in their train, although they have been placed in the private luggage of the prisoners.

Article 73. All officers, when captured, must surrender their side arms to the captor. They may be restored to the prisoner in marked cases, by the commander, to signalize admiration of his distinguished bravery or approbation of his humane treatment of prisoners before his capture. The captured officer to whom they may be restored can not wear them during captivity.

Article 74. A prisoner of war, being a public enemy, is the prisoner of the government, and not of the captor. No ransom can be paid by a prisoner of war to his individual captor or to any officer in command. The government alone releases captives, according to rules prescribed by itself.

Article 75. Prisoners of war are subject to confinement or imprisonment such as may be deemed necessary on account of safety, but they are to be subjected to no other intentional suffering or indignity. The confinement and mode of treating a prisoner may be varied during his captivity according to the demands of safety.

Article 76. Prisoners of war shall be fed upon plain and wholesome food, whenever practicable, and treated with humanity. They may be required to work for the benefit of the captor’s government, according to their rank and condition.

Article 77. A prisoner of war who escapes may be shot or otherwise killed in his flight; but neither death nor any other punishment shall be inflicted upon him simply for his attempt to escape, which the law of war does not consider a crime. Stricter means of security shall be used after an unsuccessful attempt at escape. If, however, a conspiracy is discovered, the purpose of which is a united or general escape, the conspirators may be rigorously punished, even with death; and capital punishment may also be inflicted upon prisoners of war discovered to have plotted rebellion against the authorities of the captors, whether in union with fellow prisoners or other persons.

Article 78. If prisoners of war, having given no pledge nor made any promise on their honor, forcibly or otherwise escape, and are captured again in battle after having rejoined their own army, they shall not be punished for their escape, but shall be treated as simple prisoners of war, although they will be subjected to stricter confinement.

Article 79. Every captured wounded enemy shall be medically treated, according to the ability of the medical staff.

Article 80. Honorable men, when captured, will abstain from giving to the enemy information concerning their own army, and the modern law of war permits no longer the use of any violence against prisoners in order to extort the desired information or to punish them for having given false information.

SECTION IV. Partisans—Armed enemies not belonging to the hostile army—Scouts—Armed prowlers—War-rebels.

Article 81. Partisans are soldiers armed and wearing the uniform of their army, but belonging to a corps which acts detached from the main body for the purpose of making inroads into the territory occupied by the enemy. If captured, they are entitled to all the privileges of the prisoner of war.

Article 82. Men, or squads of men, who commit hostilities, whether by fighting, or inroads for destruction or plunder, or by raids of any kind, without commission, without being part and portion of the organized hostile army, and without sharing continuously in the war, but who do so with intermitting returns to their homes and avocations, or with the occasional assumption of the semblance of peaceful pursuits, divesting themselves of the character or appearance of soldiers—such men, or squads of men, are not public enemies, and, therefore, if captured, are not entitled to the privileges of prisoners of war, but shall be treated summarily as highway robbers or pirates.

Article 83. Scouts, or single soldiers, if disguised in the dress of the country or in the uniform of the army hostile to their own, employed in obtaining information, if found within or lurking about the lines of the captor, are treated as spies, and suffer death.

Article 84. Armed prowlers, by whatever names they may be called, or persons of the enemy’s territory, who steal within the lines of the hostile army for the purpose of robbing, killing, or of destroying bridges, roads or canals, or of robbing or destroying the mail, or of cutting the telegraph wires, are not entitled to the privileges of the prisoner of war.

Article 85. War-rebels are persons within an occupied territory who rise in arms against the occupying or conquering army, or against the authorities established by the same. If captured, they may suffer death, whether they rise singly, in small or large bands, and whether called upon to do so by their own, but expelled, government or not. They are not prisoners of war; nor are they if discovered and secured before their conspiracy has matured to an actual rising or armed violence.

SECTION V. Safe-conduct—Spies—War-traitors—Captured messengers—Abuse of the flag of truce.

Article 86. All intercourse between the territories occupied by belligerent armies, whether by traffic, by letter, by travel, or in any other way, ceases. This is the general rule, to be observed without special proclamation. Exceptions to this rule, whether by safe-conduct, or permission to trade on a small or large scale, or by exchanging mails, or by travel from one territory into the other, can take place only according to agreement approved by the government, or by the highest military authority. Contraventions of this rule are highly punishable.

Article 87. Ambassadors, and all other diplomatic agents of neutral powers, accredited to the enemy, may receive safe-conducts through the territories occupied by the belligerents, unless there are military reasons to the contrary, and unless they may reach the place of their destination conveniently by another route. It implies no international affront if the safe-conduct is declined. Such passes are usually given by the supreme authority of the State, and not by subordinate officers.

Article 88. A spy is a person who secretly, in disguise or under false pretense, seeks information with the intention of communicating it to the enemy. The spy is punishable with death by hanging by the neck, whether or not he succeed in obtaining the information or in conveying it to the enemy.

Article 89. If a citizen of the United States obtains information in a legitimate manner, and betrays it to the enemy, be he a military or civil officer, or a private citizen, he shall suffer death.

Article 90. A traitor under the law of war, or a war-traitor, is a person in a place or district under Martial Law who, unauthorized by the military commander, gives information of any kind to the enemy, or holds intercourse with him.

Article 91. The war-traitor is always severely punished. If his offense consists in betraying to the enemy anything concerning the condition, safety, operations, or plans of the troops holding or occupying the place or district, his punishment is death.

Article 92. If the citizen or subject of a country or place invaded or conquered gives information to his own government, from which he is separated by the hostile army, or to the army of his government, he is a war-traitor, and death is the penalty of his offense.

Article 93. All armies in the field stand in need of guides, and impress them if they cannot obtain them otherwise.

Article 94. No person having been forced by the enemy to serve as guide is punishable for having done so.

Article 95. If a citizen of a hostile and invaded district voluntarily serves as a guide to the enemy, or offers to do so, he is deemed a war-traitor, and shall suffer death.

Article 96. A citizen serving voluntarily as a guide against his own country commits treason, and will be dealt with according to the law of his country.

Article 97. Guides, when it is clearly proved that they have misled intentionally, may be put to death.

Article 98. All unauthorized or secret communication with the enemy is considered treasonable by the law of war. Foreign residents in an invaded or occupied territory, or foreign visitors in the same, can claim no immunity from this law. They may communicate with foreign parts, or with the inhabitants of the hostile country, so far as the military authority permits, but no further. Instant expulsion from the occupied territory would be the very least punishment for the infraction of this rule.

Article 99. A messenger carrying written dispatches or verbal messages from one portion of the army, or from a besieged place, to another portion of the same army, or its government, if armed, and in the uniform of his army, and if captured, while doing so, in the territory occupied by the enemy, is treated by the captor as a prisoner of war. If not in uniform, nor a soldier, the circumstances connected with his capture must determine the disposition that shall be made of him.

Article 100. A messenger or agent who attempts to steal through the territory occupied by the enemy, to further, in any manner, the interests of the enemy, if captured, is not entitled to the privileges of the prisoner of war, and may be dealt with according to the circumstances of the case.

Article 101. While deception in war is admitted as a just and necessary means of hostility, and is consistent with honorable warfare, the common law of war allows even capital punishment for clandestine or treacherous attempts to injure an enemy, because they are so dangerous, and it is difficult to guard against them.

Article 102. The law of war, like the criminal law regarding other offenses, makes no difference on account of the difference of sexes, concerning the spy, the war-traitor, or the war-rebel.

Article 103. Spies, war-traitors, and war-rebels are not exchanged according to the common law of war. The exchange of such persons would require a special cartel, authorized by the government, or, at a great distance from it, by the chief commander of the army in the field.

Article 104. A successful spy or war-traitor, safely returned to his own army, and afterwards captured as an enemy, is not subject to punishment for his acts as a spy or war-traitor, but he may be held in closer custody as a person individually dangerous.

SECTION VI. Exchange of prisoners—Flags of truce—Flags of protection.

Article 105. Exchanges of prisoners take place—number for number—rank for rank—wounded for wounded—with added condition for added condition—such, for instance, as not to serve for a certain period.

Article 106. In exchanging prisoners of war, such numbers of persons of inferior rank may be substituted as an equivalent for one of superior rank as may be agreed upon by cartel, which requires the sanction of the government, or of the commander of the army in the field.

Article 107. A prisoner of war is in honor bound truly to state to the captor his rank; and he is not to assume a lower rank than belongs to him, in order to cause a more advantageous exchange, nor a higher rank, for the purpose of obtaining better treatment. Offenses to the contrary have been justly punished by the commanders of released prisoners, and may be good cause for refusing to release such prisoners.

Article 108. The surplus number of prisoners of war remaining after an exchange has taken place is sometimes released either for the payment of a stipulated sum of money, or, in urgent cases, of provision, clothing, or other necessaries. Such arrangement, however, requires the sanction of the highest authority.

Article 109. The exchange of prisoners of war is an act of convenience to both belligerents. If no general cartel has been concluded, it cannot be demanded by either of them. No belligerent is obliged to exchange prisoners of war. A cartel is voidable as soon as either party has violated it.

Article 110. No exchange of prisoners shall be made except after complete capture, and after an accurate account of them, and a list of the captured officers, has been taken.

Article 111. The bearer of a flag of truce cannot insist upon being admitted. He must always be admitted with great caution. Unnecessary frequency is carefully to be avoided.

Article 112. If the bearer of a flag of truce offer himself during an engagement, he can be admitted as a very rare exception only. It is no breach of good faith to retain such flag of truce, if admitted during the engagement. Firing is not required to cease on the appearance of a flag of truce in battle.

Article 113. If the bearer of a flag of truce, presenting himself during an engagement, is killed or wounded, it furnishes no ground of complaint whatever.

Article 114. If it be discovered, and fairly proved, that a flag of truce has been abused for surreptitiously obtaining military knowledge, the bearer of the flag thus abusing his sacred character is deemed a spy. So sacred is the character of a flag of truce, and so necessary is its sacredness, that while its abuse is an especially heinous offense, great caution is requisite, on the other hand, in convicting the bearer of a flag of truce as a spy.

Article 115. It is customary to designate by certain flags (usually yellow) the hospitals in places which are shelled, so that the besieging enemy may avoid firing on them. The same has been done in battles, when hospitals are situated within the field of the engagement.

Article 116. Honorable belligerents often request that the hospitals within the territory of the enemy may be designated, so that they may be spared. An honorable belligerent allows himself to be guided by flags or signals of protection as much as the contingencies and the necessities of the fight will permit.

Article 117. It is justly considered an act of bad faith, of infamy or fiendishness, to deceive the enemy by flags of protection. Such act of bad faith may be good cause for refusing to respect such flags.

Article 118. The besieging belligerent has sometimes requested the besieged to designate the buildings containing collections of works of art, scientific museums, astronomical observatories, or precious libraries, so that their destruction may be avoided as much as possible.

SECTION VII. Parole.

Article 119. Prisoners of war may be released from captivity by exchange, and, under certain circumstances, also by parole.

Article 120. The term Parole designates the pledge of individual good faith and honor to do, or to omit doing, certain acts after he who gives his parole shall have been dismissed, wholly or partially, from the power of the captor.

Article 121. The pledge of the parole is always an individual, but not a private act.

Article 122. The parole applies chiefly to prisoners of war whom the captor allows to return to their country, or to live in greater freedom within the captor’s country or territory, on conditions stated in the parole.

Article 123. Release of prisoners of war by exchange is the general rule; release by parole is the exception.

Article 124. Breaking the parole is punished with death when the person breaking the parole is captured again. Accurate lists, therefore, of the paroled persons must be kept by the belligerents.

Article 125. When paroles are given and received there must be an exchange of two written documents, in which the name and rank of the paroled individuals are accurately and truthfully stated.

Article 126. Commissioned officers only are allowed to give their parole, and they can give it only with the permission of their superior, as long as a superior in rank is within reach.

Article 127. No noncommissioned officer or private can give his parole except through an officer. Individual paroles not given through an officer are not only void, but subject the individuals giving them to the punishment of death as deserters. The only admissible exception is where individuals, properly separated from their commands, have suffered long confinement without the possibility of being paroled through an officer.

Article 128. No paroling on the battlefield; no paroling of entire bodies of troops after a battle; and no dismissal of large numbers of prisoners, with a general declaration that they are paroled, is permitted, or of any value.

Article 129. In capitulations for the surrender of strong places or fortified camps the commanding officer, in cases of urgent necessity, may agree that the troops under his command shall not fight again during the war, unless exchanged.

Article 130. The usual pledge given in the parole is not to serve during the existing war, unless exchanged. This pledge refers only to the active service in the field, against the paroling belligerent or his allies actively engaged in the same war. These cases of breaking the parole are patent acts, and can be visited with the punishment of death; but the pledge does not refer to internal service, such as recruiting or drilling the recruits, fortifying places not besieged, quelling civil commotions, fighting against belligerents unconnected with the paroling belligerents, or to civil or diplomatic service for which the paroled officer may be employed.

Article 131. If the government does not approve of the parole, the paroled officer must return into captivity, and should the enemy refuse to receive him, he is free of his parole.

Article 132. A belligerent government may declare, by a general order, whether it will allow paroling, and on what conditions it will allow it. Such order is communicated to the enemy.

Article 133. No prisoner of war can be forced by the hostile government to parole himself, and no government is obliged to parole prisoners of war, or to parole all captured officers, if it paroles any. As the pledging of the parole is an individual act, so is paroling, on the other hand, an act of choice on the part of the belligerent.

Article 134. The commander of an occupying army may require of the civil officers of the enemy, and of its citizens, any pledge he may consider necessary for the safety or security of his army, and upon their failure to give it he may arrest, confine, or detain them.

SECTION VIII. Armistice—Capitulation.

Article 135. An armistice is the cessation of active hostilities for a period agreed between belligerents. It must be agreed upon in writing, and duly ratified by the highest authorities of the contending parties.

Article 136. If an armistice be declared, without conditions, it extends no further than to require a total cessation of hostilities along the front of both belligerents. If conditions be agreed upon, they should be clearly expressed, and must be rigidly adhered to by both parties. If either party violates any express condition, the armistice may be declared null and void by the other.

Article 137. An armistice may be general, and valid for all points and lines of the belligerents, or special, that is, referring to certain troops or certain localities only. An armistice may be concluded for a definite time; or for an indefinite time, during which either belligerent may resume hostilities on giving the notice agreed upon to the other.

Article 138. The motives which induce the one or the other belligerent to conclude an armistice, whether it be expected to be preliminary to a treaty of peace, or to prepare during the armistice for a more vigorous prosecution of the war, do in no way affect the character of the armistice itself.

Article 139. An armistice is binding upon the belligerents from the day of the agreed commencement; but the officers of the armies are responsible from the day only when they receive official information of its existence.

Article 140. Commanding officers have the right to conclude armistices binding on the district over which their command extends, but such armistice is subject to the ratification of the superior authority, and ceases so soon as it is made known to the enemy that the armistice is not ratified, even if a certain time for the elapsing between giving notice of cessation and the resumption of hostilities should have been stipulated for.

Article 141. It is incumbent upon the contracting parties of an armistice to stipulate what intercourse of persons or traffic between the inhabitants of the territories occupied by the hostile armies shall be allowed, if any. If nothing is stipulated the intercourse remains suspended, as during actual hostilities.

Article 142. An armistice is not a partial or a temporary peace; it is only the suspension of military operations to the extent agreed upon by the parties.

Article 143. When an armistice is concluded between a fortified place and the army besieging it, it is agreed by all the authorities on this subject that the besieger must cease all extension, perfection, or advance of his attacking works as much so as from attacks by main force. But as there is a difference of opinion among martial jurists, whether the besieged have the right to repair breaches or to erect new works of defense within the place during an armistice, this point should be determined by express agreement between the parties.

Article 144. So soon as a capitulation is signed, the capitulator has no right to demolish, destroy, or injure the works, arms, stores, or ammunition, in his possession, during the time which elapses between the signing and the execution of the capitulation, unless otherwise stipulated in the same.

Article 145. When an armistice is clearly broken by one of the parties, the other party is released from all obligation to observe it.

Article 146. Prisoners taken in the act of breaking an armistice must be treated as prisoners of war, the officer alone being responsible who gives the order for such a violation of an armistice. The highest authority of the belligerent aggrieved may demand redress for the infraction of an armistice.

Article 147. Belligerents sometimes conclude an armistice while their plenipotentiaries are met to discuss the conditions of a treaty of peace; but plenipotentiaries may meet without a preliminary armistice; in the latter case, the war is carried on without any abatement.

SECTION IX. Assassination.

Article 148. The law of war does not allow proclaiming either an individual belonging to the hostile army, or a citizen, or a subject of the hostile government, an outlaw, who may be slain without trial by any captor, any more than the modern law of peace allows such intentional outlawry; on the contrary, it abhors such outrage. The sternest retaliation should follow the murder committed in consequence of such proclamation, made by whatever authority. Civilized nations look with horror upon offers of rewards for the assassination of enemies as relapses into barbarism.

SECTION X. Insurrection—Civil War—Rebellion.

Article 149. Insurrection is the rising of people in arms against their government, or a portion of it, or against one or more of its laws, or against an officer or officers of the government. It may be confined to mere armed resistance, or it may have greater ends in view.


Article 150. Civil war is war between two or more portions of a country or state, each contending for the mastery of the whole, and each claiming to be the legitimate government. The term is also sometimes applied to war of rebellion, when the rebellious provinces or portions of the state are contiguous to those containing the seat of government.

Article 151. The term rebellion is applied to an insurrection of large extent, and is usually a war between the legitimate government of a country and portions of provinces of the same who seek to throw off their allegiance to it and set up a government of their own.

Article 152. When humanity induces the adoption of the rules of regular war toward rebels, whether the adoption is partial or entire, it does in no way whatever imply a partial or complete acknowledgement of their government, if they have set up one, or of them, as an independent and sovereign power. Neutrals have no right to make the adoption of the rules of war by the assailed government toward rebels the ground of their own acknowledgment of the revolted people as an independent power.

Article 153. Treating captured rebels as prisoners of war, exchanging them, concluding of cartels, capitulations, or other warlike agreements with them; addressing officers of a rebel army by the rank they may have in the same; accepting flags of truce; or, on the other hand, proclaiming Martial Law in their territory, or levying war-taxes or forced loans, or doing any other act sanctioned or demanded by the law and usages of public war between sovereign belligerents, neither proves nor establishes an acknowledgment of the rebellious people, or of the government which they may have erected, as a public or sovereign power. Nor does the adoption of the rules of war toward rebels imply an engagement with them extending beyond the limits of these rules. It is victory in the field that ends the strife and settles the future relations between the contending parties.

Article 154. Treating, in the field, the rebellious enemy according to the law and usages of war has never prevented the legitimate government from trying the leaders of the rebellion or chief rebels for high treason, and from treating them accordingly, unless they are included in a general amnesty.

Article 155. All enemies in regular war are divided into two general classes—that is to say, into combatants and noncombatants, or unarmed citizens of the hostile government. The military commander of the legitimate government, in a war of rebellion, distinguishes between the loyal citizen in the revolted portion of the country and the disloyal citizen. The disloyal citizens may further be classified into those citizens known to sympathize with the rebellion without positively aiding it, and those who, without taking up arms, give positive aid and comfort to the rebellious enemy without being bodily forced thereto.

Article 156. Common justice and plain expediency require that the military commander protect the manifestly loyal citizens, in revolted territories, against the hardships of the war as much as the common misfortune of all war admits. The commander will throw the burden of the war, as much as lies within his power, on the disloyal citizens, of the revolted portion or province, subjecting them to a stricter police than the noncombatant enemies have to suffer in regular war; and if he deems it appropriate, or if his government demands of him that every citizen shall, by an oath of allegiance, or by some other manifest act, declare his fidelity to the legitimate government, he may expel, transfer, imprison, or fine the revolted citizens who refuse to pledge themselves anew as citizens obedient to the law and loyal to the government. Whether it is expedient to do so, and whether reliance can be placed upon such oaths, the commander or his government have the right to decide.

Article 157. Armed or unarmed resistance by citizens of the United States against the lawful movements of their troops is levying war against the United States, and is therefore treason.

Source: “General Orders No. 100, Adjutant General’s Office, 1863” (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1898).

90. Thomas E. Taylor: Book Excerpt, British Account of Running the Blockade (1863)

Introduction

Throughout the war, vessels tried to evade the Union blockade and slip into and out of Confederate ports. Blockade-running was a hazardous but potentially immensely profitable activity. Blockade-runners delivered expensive and scarce luxury goods as well as war matériel and supplies to Southern ports and carried cotton from these ports to European markets. The ports of Charleston, South Carolina, and Wilmington, North Carolina, were the most important destinations for blockade-runners operating on the Atlantic coast. Wilmington was 675 miles from British-held Bermuda and 570 miles from British-held Nassau in the Bahama Islands. Legal merchant ships carried cargoes from Europe to such neutral ports close to the American coast. These cargoes were loaded onto blockade-runners, specially designed fast ships that sat low in the water so they were difficult to detect by Union seamen aboard blockade vessels. The blockade-runners timed their departure from the neutral ports so they would arrive off the Southern coast at dusk. Then the blockade-runners would try to steam past the blockading fleet under the cloak of darkness. The following excerpt from Thomas E. Taylor relates the tension of this final run-in. Taylor was a British citizen who acted as the British owner’s agent on a British-built blockade-runner, the Banshee. The Banshee departed Nassau for Wilmington in the second week of May 1863. After this successful run, the Banshee completed six more round trips before being captured. Typical blockade-runners averaged two round trips before being captured. This was more than sufficient to make them highly profitable for their owners. The Banshee served as a prototype for a new generation of purpose-built blockade-runners featuring a revolutionary design with a steel hull (a material never previously used for a ship’s hull), a powerful engine, hinged masts and telescoping smokestacks to reduce the ship’s profile, narrow beams for greater speed, and underwater blow-off pipes to muffle the engine noise.

Primary Source

Now the real excitement began, and nothing I have ever experienced can compare with it. Hunting, pig-sticking, steeple-chasing, big-game shooting, polo—I have done a little of each—all have their thrilling moments, but none can approach “running a blockade”; and perhaps my readers can sympathise with my enthusiasm when they consider the dangers to be encountered, after three days of constant anxiety and little sleep, in threading our way through a swarm of blockaders, and the accuracy required to hit in the nick of time the mouth of a river only half a mile wide, without lights and with a coast-line so low and featureless that as a rule the first intimation we had of its nearness was the dim white line of the surf.

There were of course many different plans of getting in, but at this time the favourite dodge was to run up some fifteen or twenty miles to the north of Cape Fear, so as to round the northernmost of the blockaders, instead of dashing right through the inner squadron; then to creep down close to the surf till the river was reached: and this was the course the Banshee intended to adopt.

We steamed cautiously on until nightfall: the night proved dark, but dangerously clear and calm. No lights were allowed—not even a cigar; the engine-room hatchways were covered with tarpaulins, at the risk of suffocating the unfortunate engineers and stokers in the almost insufferable atmosphere below. But it was absolutely imperative that not a glimmer of light should appear. Even the binnacle was covered, and the steersman had to see as much of the compass as he could through a conical aperture carried almost up to his eyes.

With everything thus in readiness we steamed on in silence except for the stroke of the engines and the beat of the paddle-floats, which in the calm of the night seemed distressingly loud; all hands were on deck, crouching behind the bulwarks; and we on the bridge, namely, the captain, the pilot, and I, were straining our eyes into the darkness.

“There’s one of them, Mr. Taylor,” he whispered, “on the starboard bow.”

In vain I strained my eyes to where he pointed, not a thing could I see; but presently I heard Steele say beneath his breath, “All right. Burroughs, I see her. Starboard a little, steady!” was the order passed aft.

A moment afterwards I could make out a long low black object on our starboard side, lying perfectly still. Would she see us? that was the question; but no, though we passed within a hundred yards of her we were not discovered, and I breathed again. Not very long after we had dropped her Burroughs whispered,—

“Steamer on the port bow.”

And another cruiser was made out close to us.

“Hard-a-port,” said Steele, and round she swung, bringing our friend upon our beam. Still unobserved we crept quietly on, when all at once a third cruiser shaped herself out of the gloom right ahead and steaming slowly across our bows.

“Stop her,” said Steele in a moment, and as we lay like dead our enemy went on and disappeared in the darkness. It was clear there was a false reckoning somewhere, and that instead of rounding the head of the blockading line we were passing through the very centre of it. However, Burroughs was now of opinion that we must be inside the squadron and advocated making the land. So “slow ahead” we went again, until the low-lying coast and the surf line became dimly visible. Still we could not tell where we were, and, as time was getting on alarmingly near dawn, the only thing to do was to creep down along the surf as close in and as fast as we dared. It was a great relief when we suddenly heard Burroughs say, “It’s all right, I see the ‘Big Hill’!”

The “Big Hill” was a hillock about as high as a full-grown oak tree, but it was the most prominent feature for miles on that dreary coast, and served to tell us exactly how far we were from Fort Fisher. And fortunate it was for us we were so near. Daylight was already breaking, and before we were opposite the fort we could make out six or seven gunboats, which steamed rapidly towards us and angrily opened fire. Their shots were soon dropping close around us: an unpleasant sensation when you know you have several tons of gunpowder under your feet. To make matters worse, the North Breaker shoal now compelled us to haul off the shore and steam further out. It began to look ugly for us, when all at once there was a flash from the shore followed by a sound that came like music to our ears—that of a shell whirring over our heads. It was Fort Fisher, wide awake and warning the gunboats to keep their distance. With a parting broadside they steamed sulkily out of range, and in half an hour we were safely over the bar. A boat put off from the fort and then,—well, it was the days of champagne cocktails, not whiskies and sodas—and one did not run a blockade every day. For my part, I was mightily proud of my first attempt and my baptism of fire. Blockade-running seemed the pleasantest and most exhilarating of pastimes. I did not know then what a very serious business it could be.

Source: Thomas E. Taylor, Running the Blockade: A Personal Narrative of Adventures, Risks, and Escapes during the American Civil War (London: John Murray, 1896), 49–50, 52–54.

91. Ulysses S. Grant: Memoir Excerpt about the Second Vicksburg Campaign (1863)

Introduction

For three months in the late winter and early spring of 1863, Major General Ulysses S. Grant worked to capture the Confederate fortress at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Geography, weather, and skillful Confederate resistance thwarted him. Finally he conceived a bold plan to bypass Vicksburg by marching south along the west bank of the Mississippi River. Then he planned to recross the river onto the eastern shore in order to attack Vicksburg from the south, a maneuver that he thought would deceive the defenders. This plan required close cooperation with naval forces. They would have to steam past Vicksburg’s guns, or “run the batteries” as it was called, in order to be in position to ferry Grant’s army from west to east. On April 20, 1863, Grant issued a detailed order regulating the capture of a bridgehead on the Mississippi’s eastern shore. While a corps commanded by Major General William T. Sherman made a diversion above Vicksburg, Grant intended to cross the river south of the city at a place called Grand Gulf. When the preliminary naval attack against Grand Gulf failed, Grant improvised a new plan. Early on the morning of April 30, 1863, one of his infantry corps successfully landed on the eastern side of the river. The following excerpt from Grant’s memoirs reflects his relief. He had overcome repeated failures and taken a bold gamble, and it had worked. Over the subsequent days, he would win a series of battles that drove his opponent inside Vicksburg. Then after two failed assaults, Grant’s army settled down to a siege that culminated in Vicksburg’s surrender on July 4, 1863. Grant’s Vicksburg Campaign was his most brilliant and contributed enormously to the North winning the war.
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When this was effected I felt a degree of relief scarcely ever equalled since. Vicksburg was not yet taken it is true, nor were its defenders demoralized by any of our previous moves. I was now in the enemy’s country, with a vast river and the stronghold of Vicksburg between me and my base of supplies. But I was on dry ground on the same side of the river with the enemy. All the campaigns, labors, hardships and exposures from the month of December previous to this time that had been made and endured, were for the accomplishment of this one object.

Source: Ulysses S. Grant, Personal Memoirs of U. S. Grant, Vol. 1 (New York: Charles L. Webster, 1885), 113–118.

92. C. B. Wilder: Testimony before American Freedmen’s Commission (May 9, 1863)

Introduction

As the Union armies conquered Confederate territory, several hundred thousand former slaves, called contrabands, passed into Union hands. Some were people left behind when Confederate forces had retreated. Many were slaves who fled for safety and freedom inside Union lines. Time and again, whenever a Union force entered Southern territory, local blacks joined them. Their presence presented an enormous problem for the U.S. military, since it was not designed as a welfare agency. Some of the former slaves enlisted in combat units. Some became servants for Union officers or performed other rear-area services for the military. Most had little choice but to live in so-called contraband camps, where they suffered like prisoners of war and were subject to disease, exposure, terrible sanitation, and poor food. Northern philanthropic organizations such as the National Freedman’s Relief Association and the Western Freedmen’s Aid Commission worked to provide food and shelter for the displaced blacks. In addition, these organizations collected clothing, medicine, and money to help relieve the bad conditions at the contraband camps. Testimony such as that provided in the following excerpt helped stimulate welfare efforts. Conditions gradually improved as the war progressed, culminating on March 3, 1865, with the passage of the Freedmen’s Bureau Act. This act established a temporary government agency to care for the newly freed slaves of the South. The Freedmen’s Bureau provided food, shelter, medical aid, education, and legal assistance for African Americans in the former Confederacy.
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[Fortress Monroe, Va.] May 9, 1863.

Question How many of the people called contrabands, have come under your observation?

Answer Some 10,000 have come under our control, to be fed in part, and clothed in part, but I cannot speak accurately in regard to the number. This is the rendezvous. They come here from all about, from Richmond and 200 miles off in North Carolina. There was one gang that started from Richmond 23 strong and only 3 got through.

Q. In your opinion, is there any communication between the refugees and the black men still in slavery?

A. Yes Sir, we have had men here who have gone back 200 miles.

Q. In your opinion would a change in our policy which would cause them to be treated with fairness, their wages punctually paid and employment furnished them in the army, become known and would it have any effect upon others in slavery?

A. Yes—Thousands upon Thousands. I went to Suffolk a short time ago to enquire into the state of things there—for I found I could not get any foot hold to make things work there, through the Commanding General, and I went to the Provost Marshall and all hands—and the colored people actually sent a deputation to me one morning before I was up to know if we put black men in irons and sent them off to Cuba to be sold or set them at work and put balls on their legs and whipped them, just as in slavery; because that was the story up there, and they were frightened and didn’t know what to do. When I got at the feelings of these people I found they were not afraid of the slaveholders. They said there was nobody on the plantations but women and they were not afraid of them[.] One woman came through 200 miles in Men’s clothes. The most valuable information we received in regard to the Merrimack and the operations of the rebels came from the colored people and they got no credit for it. I found hundreds who had left their wives and families behind. I asked them “Why did you come away and leave them there?” and I found they had heard these stories, and wanted to come and see how it was. “I am going back again after my wife” some of them have said “When I have earned a little money[.]” [“]What, as far as that?” “Yes” and I have had them come to me to borrow money, or to get their pay, if they had earned a month’s wages, and to get passes. “I am going for my family” they say. “Are you not afraid to risk it?” “No I know the Way.” Colored men will help colored men and they will work along the by paths and get through. In that way I have known quite a number who have gone up from time to time in the neighborhood of Richmond and several have brought back their families; some I have never heard from. As I was saying they do not feel afraid now. The white people have nearly all gone, the blood hounds are not there now to hunt them and they are not afraid, before they were afraid to stir. There are hundreds of negroes at Williamsburgh with their families working for nothing. They would not get pay here and they had rather stay where they are. “We are not afraid of being carried back,” a great many have told us, and “if we are, we can get away again.” Now that they are getting their eyes open they are coming in. Fifty came this morning from Yorktown who followed Stoneman’s Cavalry when they returned from their raid. The officers reported to their Quartermaster that they had so many horses and fifty or sixty negroes. “What did you bring them for[?]” “Why they followed us and we could not stop them.” I asked one of the men about it and he said they would leave their work in the field as soon as they found the Soldiers were Union men and follow them sometimes without hat or coat. They would take the best horse they could get and every where they rode they would take fresh horses, leave the old ones and follow on and so they came in. I have questioned a great many of them and they do not feel much afraid; and there are a great many courageous fellows who have come from long distances in rebeldom. Some men who came here from North Carolina, knew all about the [Emancipation] Proclamation and they started on the belief in it; but they had heard these stories and they wanted to know how it was. Well, I gave them the evidence and I have no doubt their friends will hear of it. Within the last two or three months the rebel guards have been doubled on the line and the officers and privates of the 99th New York between Norfolk and Suffolk have caught hundreds of fugitives and got pay for them.

Q. Do I understand you to say that a great many who have escaped have been sent back?

A. Yes Sir, The masters will come in to Suffolk in the day time and with the help of some of the 99th carry off their fugitives and by and by smuggle them across the lines and the soldier will get his $20. or $50.

Source: Letters Received, Series 12, Record Group 94, Adjutant General’s Office, National Archives, Washington, D.C.

93. Joseph E. Johnston and John C. Pemberton: Correspondence about the Defense of Vicksburg (May 13 and 14, 1863)

Introduction

For three months in the late winter and early spring of 1863, Major General Ulysses S. Grant worked to capture the Confederate fortress at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Geography, weather, and skillful Confederate resistance thwarted him. Finally he conceived a bold plan to bypass Vicksburg by marching south along the west bank of the Mississippi River. Grant then recrossed the river onto the eastern shore in order to attack Vicksburg from the south, a maneuver that he thought would deceive the defenders. Grant’s strategy did confuse his opponents. General Joseph E. Johnston commanded the Confederate Department of the West. While Grant maneuvered to isolate Vicksburg from outside assistance, Johnston arrived by rail in Jackson, Mississippi. Here Johnston assessed the situation and sent an order on May 13 (or possibly May 14, since there are two versions with different dates) to Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton, who commanded Vicksburg’s garrison. This order required Pemberton to attack Major General William T. Sherman’s corps. Pemberton replied that he would try while warning Johnston that by so doing he was leaving Vicksburg vulnerable. Neither Confederate general was being completely candid. Johnston already believed the situation to be hopeless and had informed President Jefferson Davis that he “was too late.” Pemberton believed that his most important duty was to defend Vicksburg, not attack Grant’s army or unite with Johnston’s forces. The result of this lack of Confederate understanding and cooperation was the decisive Battle of Champion Hill (May 16, 1863). After suffering a bad defeat at Champion Hill, Pemberton withdrew into Vicksburg, and Grant laid siege to the city.
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JACKSON, May 13, 1863—8:40 p. m.

Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON:

I have lately arrived, and learn that Major-General Sherman is between us, with four DIVISIONS, at Clinton. It is important to re-establish communications, that you may be re-enforced. If practicable, come up on his rear at once. To beat such a detachment, would be of immense value. The troops here could co-operate. All the strength you can quickly assemble should be brought. Time is all-important.

Your obedient servant,

J. E. Johnston.

BOVINA, May 14, 1863.

General JOSEPH E. Johnston, Jackson:

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communication. I move at once with whole available force, about 16,000, from Edwards Depot, leaving Vaughn’s brigade, about 1,500, at Big Black Bridge. Tilghman’s brigade, 1,500, now at Baldwin’s Ferry, I have ordered to bring up the rear of my column. He will be, however, from 15 to 20 miles behind it. Baldwin’s Ferry will be left necessarily unprotected. To hold Vicksburg are Smith’s and Forney’s DIVISIONS, extending from Snyder’s Mill to Warrenton, numbering, effective, 7,500 men. To this should have been added Waul’s Legion, the Mississippi State troops, and Higgins’. The men have been marching several days, are much fatigued, and, I fear, will straggle very much. In directing this move, I do not think you fully comprehend the position that Vicksburg will be left in, but I comply at once with your order.

J. C. PEMBERTON.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 24, Part 3 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1889), 870, 877.

94. John H. Reagan: Memoir Excerpt about a Confederate Cabinet Meeting (1863)

Introduction

On May 15, 1863, General Robert E. Lee arrived in Richmond to confer with President Jefferson Davis. Davis was worried about the situation at Vicksburg, Mississippi, where Major General Ulysses S. Grant was trying to isolate the city from outside help. Davis contemplated sending elements of Lee’s army west to help General Joseph E. Johnston relieve Vicksburg and wanted Lee’s opinion. Lee believed that sending a detachment from his army would jeopardize Richmond’s safety. Furthermore, he suspected that if sent, the detachment would arrive too late. He clung to this view in his talk with Davis and during a subsequent cabinet meeting. Yet Lee acknowledged that something had to be done. He proposed a second invasion of the North. With one exception, Davis and the cabinet endorsed Lee’s plan. That exception was Postmaster General John H. Reagan. Reagan advocated an alternative plan, namely that Lee remain on the defensive in Virginia while one of his corps went to Vicksburg. When opponents argued that Lee’s march north would cause Grant to retreat, Reagan countered that Grant was committed—either he would capture Vicksburg or be destroyed in the attempt. After a daylong deliberation, the cabinet voted 5 to 1 in favor of Lee’s plan. Reagan believed that a great mistake was in the making and asked for a second meeting. The cabinet voted the same again. This was a strategic decision of immense consequence, since subsequently Lee met defeat at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) while Grant captured Vicksburg (July 4, 1863). In the following excerpt from his memoirs, Reagan writes about the cabinet decision.
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In my opinion the most serious matter ever determined by the Cabinet was the plan of the campaign of 1863—the fateful year of the war between the States. As early as November, 1862, the campaign against Vicksburg was begun. The disposition of General Grant to get below Vicksburg was manifested as early as February, 1863. On the 20th of April the movement of the enemy commenced through the country to the west of the Mississippi River; and toward the end of the month they began ferrying from the Louisiana to the Mississippi side and the purpose could no longer be in doubt.

Early in the year 1863 the question of the invasion by our army of the country north of the Potomac was being discussed by the Cabinet and General Lee. One of the considerations favoring such a policy was that supplies for our army were much reduced—and these were abundant in the territory of the enemy. Another consideration was that a successful campaign in the territory adjacent to Washington, Baltimore, and Philadelphia might cause the withdrawal of the troops then menacing Vicksburg and Port Hudson.

Our means of communication with western Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas largely depended on our command of the Mississippi at those cities. It was apparent that their fall meant the bisecting of the Confederacy by the line of the Mississippi, in which event we should be deprived, in a large measure, of the men and supplies west of that river. As the lines came to be more and more tightly drawn, appeals from the civil and military authorities poured in for reinforcements for the army of General Pemberton, who commanded before Vicksburg.

The President received a number of letters and telegrams from Governor Peters of Mississippi, and others, advising him to dispatch reinforcements from General Lee’s army to the defense of Vicksburg. These he read to the Cabinet and requested the members to meet him on the next day to consider the whole question of the campaign of 1863. We assembled early—it was Saturday—and remained in session in the anxious discussion of that campaign until after nightfall.

I shall never forget that scene. The President and members of the Cabinet fully realized the grave character of the question to be considered. General Lee did not meet with us on this occasion, though he often did so in his capacity as Military Adviser to the President, and latterly as general in the field. He was not a man of many words and when he spoke it was in the fulness of conviction. He had expressed his views on the subject of a campaign north of the Potomac. Every possible contingency was pointed out in our discussion, and it early became apparent to me that I stood almost alone. I urged that we should let it be given out that we intended to send the Army of Virginia north of the Potomac, and that we should meantime strengthen the defenses of Richmond, collect supplies for a six months’ siege, and at the proper time dispatch 25,000 or 30,000 of General Lee’s troops to Vicksburg. It was observed that this would involve the necessity of abandoning the Shenandoah Valley. I admitted that we might have to do so temporarily, but added that there would remain with General Lee some 50,000 veteran and victorious troops for the protection of Richmond. I further contended that by sending a part of General Lee’s army, and a part of the Army of Tennessee confronting General Buell, and by directing General Johnston to collect and forward all the men and supplies he could from the Gulf States, General Grant might be crushed. My plan involved waiting until he got well on the east side of the Mississippi and then to fall on him with such a force as to prevent his recrossing that stream, then to destroy his army. I argued, furthermore, that we could then send this victorious army north by way of Corinth, and either crush or drive Buell’s army north of the Ohio River. I also presented the view that the prospects for the recognition of our independence by Great Britain and France would be much strengthened by the defeat of those two armies, and that Federal finances were then in a precarious condition, and might by this be made so much worse as to give increased strength to those in the Northern States who were opposed to the war; and further effusion of blood be avoided.

It was urged in opposition to my view that the best way to protect Vicksburg was to put Washington and Baltimore in danger and thus cause the withdrawal of troops from Grant’s army for their defense. To this I demurred. General Grant, I said, had reached a position which would prevent dealing with him in that way, and that what he was doing showed that he intended Vicksburg should fall if his army was not destroyed. In the end it was determined that General Lee should cross the Potomac and put himself in a position to threaten Washington, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, and that General Johnston should get together such men and supplies as he could in the Gulf States and go to the relief of Pemberton.

Source: John H. Reagan, Memoirs with Special Reference to Secession and the Civil War (New York: Neale Publishing, 1906), 150–152.

95. Joseph E. Johnston: Memoir Excerpt about Pemberton’s Decision Regarding the Battle of Champion Hill (1863)

Introduction

In late 1862, President Jefferson Davis made a critical decision by appointing General Joseph E. Johnston to command the Department of the West. This was a vast area covering the entire area between the Appalachians and the Mississippi River. Two major Confederate forces operated within that area: one in Tennessee and the other based in Vicksburg, Mississippi. Johnston immediately complained that the Mississippi was a departmental boundary that made no strategic sense. Defense of the river required close cooperation between Confederate forces on both riverbanks. Moreover, Johnston asserted that coordinating the two major Confederate field forces within his department would be impossible and that they were too far apart for mutual support. Davis disliked and distrusted Johnston and ignored his complaints. Davis expected Johnston to take field command whenever Johnston deemed necessary. Johnston understood his role to be purely advisory. Consequently, at a pivotal point in the war, there was discord between the commander in chief and the general who commanded the decisive theater. This friction bore fruit when Major General Ulysses S. Grant began his campaign to isolate Vicksburg from outside assistance. After briefly occupying Jackson, Mississippi, on May 14, 1863, Grant turned west toward Vicksburg. Johnston, in turn, arrived in Jackson and ordered Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton, who commanded Vicksburg’s garrison, to attack elements of Grant’s army. Pemberton did not think this wise and held a counsel of war. In the end, he marched and countermarched until he collided with Grant’s army at Champion Hill on May 16. After losing this battle, Pemberton retired to Vicksburg. After the war, Johnston wrote his memoirs. The following excerpt relates his disgust with Pemberton’s decision. Davis, in turn, subsequently commented that Vicksburg was lost because of Johnston. The discord between Johnston and Davis played a critical role in the war.
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After receiving, at Bovina, early in the morning of the 14th, my order of the night before, directing him to march upon Clinton, General Pemberton rode to the camp of his army just south of Edwards’s Depot, and convened a council of war, composed of his general officers, to which he exhibited my note, making a long argument against obedience to the order expressed in it. A majority of the members of the council voted for moving upon Clinton in obedience to orders. A minority advocated a plan for seizing the enemy’s communications by placing the army on the road from Jackson and Raymond to Port Gibson, to compel General Grant to attack it. Although averse to both opinions, General Pemberton adopted that of the minority of his council, and determined to execute a measure which he disapproved, which his council of war opposed, and which was in violation of the orders of his commander.

Source: Joseph E. Johnston, Narrative of Military Operations (New York: D. Appleton, 1874), 181.

96. S. H. M. Byers: Essay Excerpt on the Recollections of Grant (1863)

Introduction

The decisive encounter of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and one of the most important battles of the war occurred on May 16, 1863, at Champion Hill. Major General Ulysses S. Grant was trying to isolate Vicksburg from outside help and had interposed his army between the Vicksburg garrison, commanded by Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton, and hastily arriving Confederate reinforcements led by General Joseph E. Johnston, commander of the Confederate Department of the West. Johnston ordered Pemberton to attack elements of Grant’s army. Meanwhile, Grant closed in on Vicksburg. The result was a collision at Champion Hill. The broken terrain made it difficult for the rival commanders to direct their troops. Grant ordered an attack against Pemberton’s left, which was anchored on the crest of Champion Hill. This attack made good progress and overran the hill while turning Pemberton’s left. Pemberton sent Brigadier General John S. Bowen’s division to counterattack. Bowen reclaimed the hill and pressed ahead until Grant mustered a counterattack with his reserves. This Union attack carried the hill again and forced Pemberton to order a retreat back to Vicksburg. A prolonged siege ensued until Pemberton surrendered on July 4, 1863. For many years after the Civil War, published recollections were a commercially profitable publishing activity. In 1879 the Philadelphia Weekly Times published a compilation of essays written by war veterans, including one titled “Some Recollections of Grant,” written by Samuel H. M. Byers. Byers served in the 5th Iowa Infantry Regiment during the Battle of Champion Hill. The following excerpt relates his experiences at that battle and provides an eyewitness description of Grant during and after the battle.
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It was Grant under fire. The rattling musketry increased on our front, and grew louder, too, on the left flank. Grant had led his horse to the left, and thus kept near the company to which I belonged. He now stood leaning complacently against his favorite steed, smoking—as seemed habitual with him—the stump of a cigar. His was the only horse near the line, and must, naturally, have attracted some of the enemy’s fire. What if he should be killed, I thought to myself, and the army be left without its commander? In front of us was an enemy; behind us, and about us, and liable to overcome and crush us, were his reinforcements. For days we had been away from our base of supplies, and marching inside the enemy’s lines. What if Grant should be killed, and we be defeated here—in such a place, and at such a time? I am sure every one who recognized him wished him away; but there he stood—clear, calm, and immovable. I was close enough to see his features. Earnest they were; but sign of inward movement, there was none. It was the same cool, calculating face I had seen before at the bridge; the same careful, half-cynical face I afterward saw busied with affairs of State.

Whatever there may have been in his feelings there was no effort to conceal; there was no pretence, no trick; whatever that face was, it was natural. A man close by me had the bones of his leg shattered by a ball, and was being helped to the rear. His cries of pain attracted the attention of Grant, and I noticed the half-curious, though sympathizing shades, that crossed his quiet face as the bleeding soldier seemed to look toward him for help. Men have often asked if Grant were personally brave in battle. Bravery, like many other human qualities, is comparative. That Grant was fearless in battle would be hard to say. If he possessed true bravery, he also possessed fear. Brave men are not fearless men. The fools, the excited, and the drunken, are they who, fearless and unasked, run on to death. Where duty was, imposed or assumed, Grant feared not to stand, and his sang froid was as marked, and not more necessary, in the presence of bullets, as it afterward was in the presence of popular clamor and senseless political reproach. He was eminently and above all things a cool man, and that, I take it, was, in the exciting times in which he lived, the first great key to his success. He was not made hilarious by victory, nor was he depressed by defeat. His services had not been forced upon the country, nor was he oblivious to his country’s claims. He recognized simple duty, and his worst enemies envied the ardor with which that duty was performed.

We had not waited many minutes at the meadow when an orderly dashed up to Grant, and handed him a communication. Then followed an order to move rapidly to the left, and into the road. The fire grew heavier, and the air seemed too hot to be borne. “Forward!” came a second order, all along the line—”Forward! double quick!” Everybody shouted “double quick,” as the noise was becoming terrific. We had forgotten to fix bayonets! what forgetfulness! and again the screaming was, “Fix bayonets! fix bayonets!” I had been selected by the colonel, just as we entered the road, to act as sergeant major, and I now ran behind and along the line, shouting at the top of my voice, “Fix bayonets!” The orders were not heard, and we were charging the enemy’s position with bare muskets. A moment more and we were at the top of the ascent, and among thinner wood and larger trees. The enemy had fallen back a few rods, forming a solid line parallel with our own; and now commenced, in good earnest, the fighting of the day. For half an hour we poured the hot lead into each other’s faces. We had forty rounds each in our cartridge-boxes, and, probably, nine-tenths of them were fired in that half hour. For me it was the first real “stand up and fight,” as the boys called it, of my life. Of skirmishes, I had seen many, and had been under fire; but this was a real battle, and what Grant himself might have called “business.” I tried to keep cool, and determined to fire no shot without taking aim; but a slight wound in the hand ended my coolness, and the smoke of the battle soon made aim-taking mere guessing. One rebel officer I noticed, through the smoke, directly in front of me on horse back. That was my mark, and I must have fired twenty times at him before his form disappeared. I remember how, in the midst of it all, a young lad—he could not have been more than sixteen—came running up to me, and weeping, cried: “My regiment—my regiment is gone—has run! What shall I do?” “Here’s the place,” I said, “pitch in!” and pitch in he did. He was of metal, that boy, and kept his place with the bravest veteran in the line. Hotter and hotter grew the fight, and soon this same boy cried: “Look—look behind us,” and, sure enough, the regiment to our left had disappeared, and we were flanked.

“Stop! halt! surrender!” cried a hundred rebels, whose voices seem to ring in my ears to this very day. But there was no stopping, and no surrender. We ran, and ran manfully. It was terribly hot, a hot afternoon under a Mississippi sun, and an enemy on flank and rear, shouting and firing. The grass, the stones, the bushes, seemed melting under the shower of bullets that was following us to the rear. We tried to halt, and tried to form. It was no use. Again we ran, and harder, and farther, and faster. We passed over the very spot where, half an hour before, we left Grant leaning on his bay mare and smoking his cigar. Thank God! he was gone. The dead were still there, and the wounded called pitiably to us to halt and help them as we ran headlong to the rear. Like ten thousand starving and howling wolves the enemy pursued, closer and closer, and we scarcely dared look back to face the fate that seemed certain. Grant had seen it all, and in less time than I can tell it a line of cannon had been thrown across our path, which, as soon as we had passed, belched grape-shot and canister into the faces of our pursuers. They stopped, they turned, and they, too, ran, and left their dead side by side with our own. Our lines, protected by the batteries, rallied and followed, and Champion hills was won, and with it was won the door to Vicksburg. Three army corps had taken part in the fight—Sherman’s, McClernand’s, and McPherson’s. One division of the enemy passed us and got to our rear, thus escaping being captured with the thirty thousand who surrendered on that birthday of the nation in 1863.

Grant passed along the lines, after the fight, as we stood in the narrow roads, waiting to pursue the enemy to their works at Vicksburg. Every hat was in the air, and the men cheered till they were hoarse; but, speechless, and almost without a bow, he pushed on past, like an embarrassed man hurrying to get away from some defeat. Once he stopped, near the colors, and, without addressing himself to any one in particular, said: “Well done!” It was midnight before we halted for the night; and then, before lying down we called the roll, and found how many comrades were left coldly sleeping under the magnolias of Champion hills. My best friend was killed, and our mess had three that night instead of the six who had shared our rations in the morning at reveille.

Source: S. H. M. Byers, “Some Recollections of Grant,” in Annals of the War Written by Leading Participants North and South (Philadelphia: Times Publishing, 1879), 344–346.

97. Jacob B. Ritner: Letter to His Wife about the Second Vicksburg Campaign (May 24, 1863)

Introduction

By noon on May 19, 1863, just 20 days after crossing the Mississippi River from the west side to the east side in a brilliant maneuver that fooled Confederate commanders, Major General Ulysses S. Grant’s Army of the Tennessee closed in on the Confederate fortress of Vicksburg. The speed of his advance had astonished the Confederates. Grant believed that recent Union victories had demoralized the defenders. Even though the Confederates enjoyed the protection of well-designed formidable earthworks, Grant thought that an immediate assault would capture the city. The May 19 attack failed badly. Grant remained unconvinced that his forces could not storm Vicksburg. Accordingly, his army made careful preparations for a general assault that began on May 22, 1863. Confederate morale had recovered, and the defenders resisted tenaciously. After 90 minutes and a loss of 3,199 men, Grant called off the attack. He subsequently acknowledged in his memoirs that the assault had been a mistake. Among the Union soldiers who participated in the assault was Captain Jacob B. Ritner of the 25th Iowa Volunteers. In the following letter to his wife, Emeline, Ritner describes his unit’s participation in the campaign culminating with the failed assault on May 22. Ritner spares his wife details of the battle while noting that it “was a terrible day.” He doubts that the soldiers can be made to try another assault, foreshadowing a trend as the war progressed where the defenders, situated behind earthworks, held a tremendous advantage over the attacker. He also relates the death of Sergeant James Freeman, who was married to Emeline’s sister Caroline, referred to by her nickname “Car.” In this moving letter, Ritner asks his wife to inform Car of her husband’s death because he is incapable of relating the terrible news.
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The Failed Union Assault of May 22, 1863

The Death of Sergeant James Freeman, Car’s Husband

Vicksburg

May 23, 1863

Dear Emeline,

How glad I am that I can again sit down and write you a few lines. And I know that you will be glad to hear from me, as it has been a long time since I had a chance to write or send a letter. I have not time to write much now, but can say that through the mercy of God I am alive and well, for which I have great reason to be thankful. I cannot tell you all that has happened since I last wrote at Hard Times Landing. We left Grand Gulf on the 11th inst. in charge of a train of 200 wagons. We got to Clinton, 10 miles this side of Jackson, on the 16th. Finding it had been taken by our advance, we turned back toward Vicksburg. We reached the rebel lines and commenced skirmishing on Monday evening, the 18th, and the battle has been going on with more or less violence ever since. We have gained a good deal of ground, having driven the rebels back about two miles. But their present position is a strong one, and one they must hold or surrender the city, as we have them completely surrounded.

Yesterday was a terrible day; I pray to God I many never see such another. An effort was made to advance our whole line and storm the enemy’s works; charges were made at three points, and as far as I know at present we were repulsed at all of them. Steele’s Division with the 25th Iowa in front—on the right, next to the river. I cannot give you particulars of the battle now. I do not suppose you would care to hear it. The fighting on both sides was desperate. It is said by those who pretend to know that it was the hardest fight of the war. I thought we had to work at the “Post,” but that was a mere nothing to this. The mortars and some of the gun-boats were at the same time—and artillery and musketry firing—I never heard. The hills shook to the foundations. The slaughter—for I can call it nothing else—was terrible, on our side. We lost a great many men and officers.

I must now tell you what I have been putting off all along—Company B lost one man killed—and that was Seargeant Freeman. He was just as good and brave a soldier as ever enlisted. He fell within less than 50 yards of the breastworks where it was almost certain death to go. Car, what will she do? I have been thinking all day that I must write to her. But I have concluded that I can’t do it. I want you and Tom to go up there as soon as you get this and tell her. You can break the news to her so much better than I can. And save me the task of writing the sad news to her. You will do this for me, won’t you, dear? It will be a great relief to me. He was shot through the hips and lower part of the bowels, and may have lived some time, but the place was exposed to such a raking fire of the enemy that we could not go to him till after dark, when he was found dead. He was very popular with the company and they all mourn his loss very much. But that does no good now.

Four others of our company were wounded. 3 slightly, but one—Swinford—I fear mortally. Captain Spearman, I think, is mortally wounded. I don’t know how many were lost in the regiment. But not so many as in the regiments that followed us. As the enemy had not time to mass his troops in front of us until we were over the most exposed places and reached the foot of the hill on which they were posted and where they could not reach us with their fire.

I have not got a letter from you since the 20th of April, at Greenville. The mail is here someplace, but nothing is thought of now but to fight till we take the city, which we will certainly do, but how long it will take or how many more lives it will cost I cannot tell. I do not think there will be any more charges made, like those of yesterday. The men cannot be made to do it. An[d] it is not necessary. We have the place completely surrounded and get our supplies easily by hauling a few miles from the Yazoo. I have heard since I began this that no letters are allowed to go up the river at present. So there is no knowing when you will get it. The 4th Cavalry is here. I see Billy and Ol every day or two. Gardner got here last Sunday. He brought a letter from Car to them, date May 3rd; I read it. It is no use to tell you not to be uneasy. I know I am exposed to danger, but you must hope for the best and hear what comes with fortitude and resignation. I hope and expect to live to see you all again. If not, may God protect and sustain you, and bring us to meet where there is no war.

Jake.

Source: Charles F. Larimer, ed., Love and Valor: The Intimate Civil War Letters between Captain Jacob and Emeline Ritner (Western Springs, IL: Sigourney, 2000), 168–170. Used by permission of Charles F. Larimer.

98. Alvin P. Hovey: Report on the Battle of Champion Hill (May 25, 1863)

Introduction

The decisive encounter of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and one of the most important battles of the war occurred on May 16, 1863, at Champion Hill. Major General Ulysses S. Grant was trying to isolate Vicksburg from outside help and had interposed his army between the Vicksburg garrison, commanded by Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton, and hastily arriving Confederate reinforcements led by General Joseph E. Johnston, commander of the Confederate Department of the West. While Grant maneuvered, Johnston arrived by rail in Jackson, Mississippi. Here Johnston assessed the situation and sent an order requiring Pemberton to attack elements of Grant’s army. Meanwhile, Grant closed in on Vicksburg. The result was a collision at Champion Hill. The broken terrain made it difficult for the rival commanders to direct their troops. Grant ordered an attack against Pemberton’s left, which was anchored on the crest of Champion Hill. A veteran division commanded by Brigadier General Alvin P. Hovey spearheaded the Union attack that overran the hill. Pemberton sent Brigadier General John S. Bowen’s division to counterattack. Bowen’s men drove Hovey off the hill. Grant knew that Hovey’s division was a hard-fighting unit and correctly judged that any force that had defeated it must be hurt itself. Accordingly, Grant ordered his reserves to attack Bowen. This Union attack carried the hill again and forced Pemberton to order a retreat back to Vicksburg. A prolonged siege ensued until Pemberton surrendered on July 4, 1863. The following official report, written nine days after the battle, describes Hovey’s maneuvers during the battle. It also includes a poignant regret for the day’s casualties, something uncommon in an official report.

Primary Source

Reports of Brigadier General Alvin P. Hovey, U. S. Army, commanding TWELFTH DIVISION, including operations May 2–20. HDQRS. TWELFTH DIVISION, THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, Before Vicksburg, MISS., May 25, 1863.

Midway, or Champion’s Hill, is equidistant from Jackson and Vicksburg, and is near the Midway Station on the Vicksburg and Jackson Railroad. It is a high promontory, some 60 or 70 feet above the common level of the country, and covered with woods, the Vicksburg and Clinton road leading over the crest. To the right and northeast of the hill are undulating fields, and on the left a woody tangled ravine, through which troops might pass with great difficulty. About half a mile from the open field, facing toward the side of the hill, a distance from the hill of about 400 yards, his front and the main front of my DIVISION being nearly at right angles. As my DIVISION ascended the hill, its line conformed to the shape and became crescent-like, with the concave toward the hill. As soon as General McPherson’ line was ready to take part in the contest, about 10.30 a.m., I ordered General McGinnis and Colonel Slack to press their skirmishers forward up the hill, and follow them firmly with their respective brigades. In a few minutes the fire opened briskly along the whole line, from my extreme left to the right of the forces engaged under Major-General McPherson, and 11 o’clock the battle opened hotly all along the line. The contest here continued for an hour by my forces. For over 600 yards up the hill my DIVISION gallantly drove the enemy before them, capturing 11 guns and over 300 prisoners, under fire. The Eleventh Indiana, colonel Macauley, and Twenty-ninth Wisconsin, colonel Gill, captured the four guns on the brow of the hill, at the point of the bayonet. Colonel Bringhurst, with the Forty-sixth Indiana, gallantly drove the enemy from two guns on the right of the road, and Colonel Byam, with the brave and eager Twenty-fourth Iowa, charged a battery of five guns on the left of the road, driving the enemy away, killing gunners and horses, and capturing several prisoners.

At this time General McGinnis requested me to permit him to take one section of the SIXTEENTH Ohio Battery, commanded by Captain Mitchell, up the hill. The section was taken up, and after fighting gallantly and firing 16 rounds was withdrawn, the danger of capture being imminent. Captain Mitchell, who fell during this attempt, will prove a great loss to his friends and country. First Lieutenant Murdock acted very gallantly during this affair, and deserves much praise for his coolness and bravery.

In the mean time the enemy, being rallied under cover of the woods, poured down the road in great numbers upon this position occupied by my forces. Seeing from the character of the ground that my DIVISION was likely to be severely pressed, as the enemy would not dare advance on the open ground before General McPherson, who had handled them roughly on the right, I ordered our captured guns to be sent down the hill. A short time afterward I received a request to send support to General McGinnis, on the right. At this time my whole DIVISION, including reserves, had for more than one hour been actively engaged, and my only hope of support was from other commands. Brigadier-General Quinby’s DIVISION commanded by General Crocker, was near at hand, and had not yet been under fire. I sent to them for support, but being unknown to the officers of that command, considerable delay (not less than half an hour) ensued, and I was compelled to resort to Major-General Grant to procure the order for their aid. Colonel Boomer, commanding THIRD Brigade, of Quinby’s DIVISION, on receiving the command from General Grant, came gallantly up the hill; Colonel Holmes, with two small regiments, tenth Missouri and SEVENTEENTH Iowa, soon followed. The entire force sent amounted to about 2,000 men.

My DIVISION in the mean time had been compelled to yield ground before overwhelming numbers. Slowly and stubbornly they fell back, contesting with death every inch of the field they had won. Colonel Boomer and Colonel Holmes gallantly and heroically rushed with their commands into the conflict, but the enemy had massed his forces, and slowly pressed our whole line with re-enforcements backward to a point near the brow of the hill. Here a stubborn stand was made. The irregularity of our line of battle had previously prevented me from using artillery in enfilading the enemy’s line, but as our forces were compelled to fall slowly back, the lines became marked and distinct, and about 2.30 p.m. I could easily perceive, by the sound of fire-arms through the woods, the position of the respective armies. I at once ordered the First Missouri Battery, commanded by Captain Schofield, and the SIXTEENTH Ohio Battery, under First Lieutenant Murdock, to take position in an open field, beyond a slight mound on my right, in advance of, and with parallel ranges of their guns with, my lines. About the same time Captain Dillon’s Wisconsin battery was put in position; two sections of the SIXTEENTH Ohio Battery on the left, the Wisconsin battery in the center, and Captain Schofield’s battery on the right. Through the rebel ranks these batteries hurled an incessant shower of shot and shell, entirely enfilading the rebel columns.

The fire was terrific for several minutes, and the cheers from our men on the brow of the hill told of the success. The enemy gave back, and our forces, under General McGinnis, colonel Slack, colonel Boomer, and Colonel Holmes, drove them again over the ground which had been hotly contested for the THIRD time during the day, five more of the eleven guns not taken down hill falling a SECOND time into our possession.

I cannot think of this bloody hill without sadness and pride. Sadness for the great loss of my true and gallant men; pride for the heroic bravery they displayed. No prouder DIVISION ever met a vastly superior foe and fought with more unflinching firmness and stubborn valor. It was, after the conflict, literally the hill of death; men, horses, cannon, and the debris of an army lay scattered in wild confusion. Hundreds of the gallant Twelfth DIVISION were cold in death or writhing in pain, and, with large numbers of Quinby’s gallant boys, lay dead, dying, or wounded, intermixed with our fallen foe. Thus ended the battle of Champion’s Hill at about 3 p. m., and our heroes slept upon the field with the dead and dying around them.

I never saw fighting like this. The loss of my DIVISION, on this field alone, was nearly one-THIRD of my forces engaged.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 24, Part 2 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1889), 42, 44.

99. Francis M. Cockrell: Report on the Battle of Champion Hill (August 1, 1863)

Introduction

The decisive encounter of the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863) and one of the most important battles of the war occurred on May 16, 1863, at Champion Hill. Major General Ulysses S. Grant was trying to isolate Vicksburg from outside help and had interposed his army between the Vicksburg garrison, commanded by Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton, and hastily arriving Confederate reinforcements led by General Joseph E. Johnston, commander of the Confederate Department of the West. While Grant maneuvered, Johnston arrived by rail in Jackson, Mississippi. Here Johnston assessed the situation and sent an order requiring Pemberton to attack elements of Grant’s army. Meanwhile, Grant closed in on Vicksburg. The result was a collision at Champion Hill. The broken terrain made it difficult for the rival commanders to direct their troops. Grant ordered an attack against Pemberton’s left, which was anchored on the crest of Champion Hill. Pemberton sent Brigadier General John S. Bowen’s division to counterattack. Bowen’s men recaptured the hill but, in turn, were unable to withstand a Union counterattack that forced Pemberton to order a retreat back to Vicksburg. A prolonged siege ensued until Pemberton surrendered on July 4, 1863. Colonel Francis M. Cockrell commanded a brigade in Bowen’s division that consisted of Missouri Confederates. This unit was one of the outstanding fighting formations of the war. Cockrell wrote the division’s official report of the battle because Bowen had died from a disease contracted during the siege.

Primary Source

Reports of Colonel Francis M. Cockrell, SECOND Missouri Infantry, commanding First Brigade, Bruen’s DIVISION, including engagement at Big Black River Bridge. DEMOPOLIS, ALA., August 4, 1863.

DEMOPOLIS, ALA., August 1, 1863.

[W]e remained in the same position unengaged with the enemy until about or after 1 p. m., when I re-enforce Brigadier-General [S. D.] Lee, on the left of Major-General Stevenson’s line. I moved in quick and double-quick time toward the designated line, but before arriving there I received another order to move to Major-General Stevenson’s right, and, moving by file right, I attempted to gain that portion of his line; but in consequence of his troops giving way, and the exposure of my line moving by the left flank to the fire of the enemy rapidly advancing, I immediately on the left, by file into line, formed the brigade in line of battle under a heavy fire, resting the right of the FIFTH Infantry on the left to General Cumming’s brigade, which had been giving way, but had apparently rallied behind a cut in the road near Captain [James F.] Waddell’s battery, then rapidly firing, and moving to the left of my line to place the SECOND Missouri Infantry in position. And before having completed this I received information from Captain [R. L.] Maupin, acting on my staff, that the right of the brigade was falling back, and hastening thither I found that this brigade on my right had almost wholly disappeared, and that the enemy had captured Captain Waddell’s battery and were occupying the ground and road just previously occupied by this brigade of Major-General Stevenson’s DIVISION, and were firing a most destructive enfilading fire into the brigade from right to left, and that in consequence of this fearful fire portions of the THIRD and FIFTH Missouri Infantry Regiments had fallen back a short distance. I ordered them to regain their first line, which was quickly done. Then I order the brigade to charge the heavy, strong lines of the enemy, rapidly advancing and cheering, flushed with their success and the capture of our guns; and in the most gallant, dashing, fearless manner, officers and men with loud cheers threw themselves forward at a run against the enemy’s hitherto victorious lines. And just at this time the First Missouri Infantry, coming up, was placed on the extreme right, and most gallantly charged a very superior force of the enemy immediately in their front, at the same time being exposed to such a destructive raking fire from the enemy on their right—all the troops on the right having fallen back—that Colonel [A. C.] Riley had to change the front of his two right companies. Soon the enemy’s lines in front of this brigade were checked, and after a very stubborn resistance and a very destructive fire from my whole line, firing continuously in its rapid advance, they were severely repulsed and driven back. At this time Lieutenant-Colonel Hubbell, with the before-named five companies of skirmishers, who withdrew from the front of my former position after the brigade had moved, came up, and, forming in rear of center of the brigade line, most cheeringly joined in the charge and overtook our lines.

Fresh troops of the enemy were rapidly thrown in front of our lines, and were immediately engaged and repulsed. This fearful strife was kept up uninterruptedly for two and a half hours. The soldiers of this brigade fired away the 40 rounds of ammunition in their cartridge boxes, and instead of abandoning the field took from the cartridge-boxes of their fallen and wounded soldiers, and even stripped the slain and wounded of the enemy, with whom the ground was thickly strewn, of all their cartridges, many of them firing 75 to 90 rounds. Captain Waddell’s battery was recaptured, and this gallant, fearless officer immediately, with the assistance of one or two men, opened his battery on the fleeing enemy. A battery of the enemy attempted to check the impetuous advance, and was quickly charged and captured, but could not be brought off on account of the horses being killed. When all the ammunition in cartridge-boxes and that gathered from the slain and wounded of friend and foe was exhausted, the troops gradually began to fall back.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 24, Part 2 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1889), 110–111.

100. Mary Loughborough: Book Excerpt on the Siege of Vicksburg (1864)

Introduction

After the brutally costly Union assault of May 22, 1863, against the Confederate defensive works around Vicksburg, Major General Ulysses S. Grant decided to besiege the town until it surrendered. Union artillery rained shells on Vicksburg from the landward side, while Union vessels fired from the Mississippi River. The continuous shelling forced many of the town’s civilian inhabitants to vacate their houses and take refuge underground, yet even the hastily dug caves presented the danger of burial alive if a shell hit the ground directly overhead. Mary Ann Webster Loughborough, the 27-year-old wife of Confederate major James M. Loughborough, had left their home in St. Louis along with their 2-year-old daughter to follow her husband’s army. Mary Ann kept a diary of her experiences under siege, which she published in 1864 as My Cave Life in Vicksburg. Mary Ann, her daughter, and a young slave (whom she calls a “servant”) lived in a cave while Major Loughborough and his comrades manned the trenches outside of town. Her husband sent daily messages and visited weekly. These excerpts paint a vivid picture of their living conditions and the near-constant terror of incoming shells and sudden deaths. Vicksburg surrendered on July 4, 1863.

Primary Source

One afternoon, amid the rush and explosion of the shells, cries and screams arose—the screams of women amid the shrieks of the falling shells. The servant boy, George, after starting and coming back once or twice, his timidity overcoming his curiosity (I was not at all surprised at it), at last gathered courage to go to the ravine near us, from whence the cries proceeded, and found that a negro man had been buried alive within a cave, he being alone at that time. Workmen were instantly set to deliver him, if possible; but when found, the unfortunate man had evidently been dead some little time. His wife and relations were distressed beyond measure, and filled the air with their cries and groans.

This incident made me doubly doubtful of my cave; I feared that I might be buried alive at any time. Another incident happened the same day: A gentleman, resident of Vicksburg, had a large cave made, and repeatedly urged his wife to leave the house and go into it. She steadily refused, and, being quite an invalid, was lying on the bed, when he took her by the hand and insisted upon her accompanying him so strongly, that she yielded; and they had scarcely left the house, when a mortar shell went crashing through, utterly demolishing the bed that had so lately been vacated, tearing up the floor, and almost completely destroying the room.

That night, after my little one had been laid in bed, I sat at the mouth of the cave, with the servants drawn around me, watching the brilliant display of fireworks the mortar boats were making—the passage of the shell, as it travelled through the heavens, looking like a swiftly moving star. As it fell, it approached the earth so rapidly, that it seemed to leave behind a track of fire.

This night we kept our seats, as they all passed rapidly over us, none falling near. The incendiary shells were still more beautiful in appearance. As they exploded in the air, the burning matter and balls fell like large, clear blue-and-amber stars, scattering hither and thither.

“Miss M———,” said one of the more timid servants, “do they want to kill us all dead? Will they keep doing this until we all die?”

I said most heartily, “I hope not.”

The servants we had with us seemed to possess more courage than is usually attributed to negroes. They seldom hesitated to cross the street for water at any time. The “boy” slept at the entrance of the cave, with a pistol I had given him, telling me I need not be “afeared—dat any one dat come dar would have to go over his body first.”

He never refused to carry out any little article to M——— on the battle field. I laughed heartily at a dilemma he was placed in one day: The mule that he had mounted to ride out to the battle field took him to a dangerous locality, where the shells were flying thickly, and then, suddenly stopping, through fright, obstinately refused to stir. It was in vain that George kicked and beat him—go he would not; so, clenching his hand, he hit him severely in the head several times, jumped down, ran home, and left him. The mule stood a few minutes rigidly, then, looking round, and seeing George at some distance from him, turned and followed, quite demurely.

Each day, as the couriers came into the city, M——— would write me little notes, asking after our welfare, and telling me of the progress of the siege. I, in return, would write to him of our safety, but was always careful in speaking of the danger to which we were exposed. I thought poor M——— had enough to try him, without suffering anxiety for us; so I made light of my fears, which were in reality wearing off rapidly. Every week he came in to make inquiries in person. In his letters he charged me particularly to be careful of the provisions—that no one could tell what our necessities might be.

In one of his letters, he says: “Already I am living on pea meal, and cannot think of your coming to this.” One thing I had learned quite lately in my cave was to make good bread: one of my cave neighbors had given me yeast and instructions. I, in turn, had instructed a servant, so that when we used the flour it could be presented in a more inviting form.

One morning, after breakfast, the shells began falling so thickly around us, that they seemed aimed at the particular spot on which our cave was located. Two or three fell immediately in the rear of it, exploding a few moments before reaching the ground, and the fragments went singing over the top of our habitation. I, at length, became so much alarmed—as the cave trembled excessively—for our safety, that I determined, rather than be buried alive, to stand out from under the earth; so, taking my child in my arms, and calling the servants, we ran to a refuge near the roots of a large fig tree, that branched out over the bank, and served as a protection from the fragments of shells. As we stood trembling there—for the shells were falling all around us—some of my gentlemen friends came up to reassure me, telling me that the tree would protect us, and that the range would probably be changed in a short time. While they spoke, a shell, that seemed to be of enormous size, fell, screaming and hissing, immediately before the mouth of our cave, within a few feet of the entrance, sending up a huge column of smoke and earth, and jarring the ground most sensibly where we stood. What seemed very strange, the earth closed in around the shell, and left only the newly upturned soil to show where it had fallen.

Long it was before the range was changed, and the frightful missiles fell beyond us—long before I could resolve to return to our sadly threatened home.

I found on my return that the walls were seamed here and there with cracks, but the earth had remained firm above us. I took possession again, with resignation, yet in fear and trembling.

I was sitting near the entrance, about five o’clock, thinking of the pleasant change—oh, bless me!—that to-morrow would bring, when the bombardment commenced more furiously than usual, the shells falling thickly around us, causing vast columns of earth to fly upward, mingled with smoke. As usual, I was uncertain whether to remain within or run out. As the rocking and trembling of the earth was very distinctly felt, and the explosions alarmingly near, I stood within the mouth of the cave ready to make my escape, should one chance to fall above our domicile. In my anxiety I was startled by the shouts of the servants and a most fearful jar and rocking of the earth, followed by a deafening explosion, such as I had never heard before. The cave filled instantly with powder smoke and dust. I stood with a tingling, prickling sensation in my head, hands, and feet, and with a confused brain. Yet alive!—was the first glad thought that came to me;—child, servants, all here, and saved!—from some great danger, I felt. I stepped out, to find a group of persons before my cave, looking anxiously for me; and lying all around, freshly torn, rose bushes, arbor-vitæ trees, large clods of earth, splinters, pieces of plank, wood, &c. A mortar shell had struck the corner of the cave, fortunately so near the brow of the hill, that it had gone obliquely into the earth, exploding as it went, breaking large masses from the side of the hill—tearing away the fence, the shrubbery and flowers—sweeping all, like an avalanche, down near the entrance of my good refuge.

I stood dismayed, and surveyed the havoc that had been made around me, while our little family under it all had been mercifully preserved. Though many of the neighboring servants had been standing near at the time, not one had been injured in the slightest degree; yet, pieces of plank, fragments of earth, and splinters had fallen in all directions. A portion of earth from the roof of my cave had been dislodged and fallen. Saving this, it remained intact.

That evening some friends sat with me: one took up my guitar and played some pretty little airs for us; yet, the noise of the shells threw a discord among the harmonies. To me it seemed like the crushing and bitter spirit of hate near the light and grace of happiness. How could we sing and laugh amid our suffering fellow beings—amid the shriek of death itself?

This, only breaking the daily monotony of our lives!—this thrilling knowledge of sudden and horrible death occurring near us, told to-night and forgotten in to-morrow’s renewal!—this sad news of a Vicksburg day! A little negro child, playing in the yard, had found a shell; in rolling and turning it, had innocently pounded the fuse; the terrible explosion followed, showing, as the white cloud of smoke floated away, the mangled remains of a life that to the mother’s heart had possessed all of beauty and joy.

A young girl, becoming weary in the confinement of the cave, hastily ran to the house in the interval that elapsed between the slowly falling shells. On returning, an explosion sounded near her—one wild scream, and she ran into her mother’s presence, sinking like a wounded dove, the life blood flowing over the light summer dress in crimson ripples from a death-wound in her side, caused by the shell fragment.

A fragment had also struck and broken the arm of a little boy playing near the mouth of his mother’s cave. This was one day’s account.

I told of my little girl’s great distress when the shells fell thickly near us—how she ran to me breathless, hiding her head in my dress without a word; then cautiously looking out, with her anxious face questioning, would say: “Oh! mamma, was it a mortar shell?” Poor children, that their little hearts should suffer and quail amid these daily horrors of war!

Source: Mary Ann Webster Loughborough, My Cave Life in Vicksburg (New York: D. Appleton, 1864), 63–68, 89–92.

101. Frank Wilkie: Newspaper Account, “General Grant in the Field” (June 12, 1863)

Introduction

During the Civil War, citizens tracked the war’s fortunes in two major ways: first by written accounts in newspapers and second by personal letters from serving soldiers. War correspondents accompanied the armies on campaign and used the telegraph to relay their reports to their home offices. Because their reports were usually the first news that civilians received, they had great influence shaping public opinions. Certain weekly papers such as Harper’s Weekly and Frank Leslie’s Illustrated and a handful of large city newspapers such as the New York Times were particularly influential. Back in February 1862, Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant had refused to negotiate with Confederate forces trapped inside Fort Donelson and instead demanded unconditional surrender. At that time, the North badly needed a hero. When newspaper reporters wrote that Grant’s initials stood for “Unconditional Surrender,” the Union celebrated by making Grant that hero. It was a status that was rudely shaken during Grant’s next campaign at Shiloh in April 1862, when Grant’s army was caught by surprise and almost driven from the field. Some reporters claimed, falsely, that Grant had been drunk. Accordingly, Grant’s popularity fell. June 1863 found Grant in command of the Union forces besieging the Confederate fortress of Vicksburg, Mississippi. A respected New York Times journalist, Frank B. Wilkie, published the following depiction, and it was widely copied and published throughout the North. The depiction of Grant as a common man helped reassure the North that one of the major western armies, filled with their sons and relatives, was in capable hands.

Primary Source

Almost at any time one can see a small but compactly-build man of about forty-five years of age walking through the camps. He moves with his shoulders thrown a little forward of the perpendicular, his left hand in the pocket of his pantaloons, an unlighted cigar in his mouth, his eyes thrown straight forward, which, from the haze of abstraction that veils them, and a countenance drawn into furrows of thought, would seem to indicate that he is intensely preoccupied. The soldiers observe him coming, and rising to their feet, gather on each side of the way to see him pass—they do not salute him, they only watch him curiously, with a certain sort of familiar reverence. His abstract air is not so great, while he thus moves along, as to prevent his seeing everything without apparently looking at it; you will see this in the fact, that however dense the crowd in which you stand, if you are an acquaintance, his eye will for an instant rest on yours with a glance of recollection, and with it a grave nod of recognition. A plain blue suit, without scarf, sword, or trappings of any sort, save the double-starred shoulder strap—an indifferently good “Kossuth” hat, with the top battered in close to his head; full beard, of a cross between “light” and “sandy;” a square cut face, whose lines and contour indicate extreme endurance and determination, complete the external appearance of this small man, as one sees him passing along, turning and chewing restlessly the end of his unlighted cigar.

His countenance, in rest, has the rigid immobility of cast iron; and, while this indicates the unyielding tenacity of a bulldog, one finds only in his gray eyes the smiles and other evidences of the possession of those softer traits seen upon the lips and over the entire faces of ordinary people. On horseback he loses all the awkwardness which distinguishes him as he moves about on foot. Erect and graceful, he seems a portion of his steed, without which the full effect would be incomplete. He held in early days the reputation of being the best rider in the Academy, and he seems to have lost none of his excellence in this respect.

Of Gen. Grant’s ability I need say nothing—he has been so long before the public that all can judge for themselves. The South calls his successes “luck;” we in the West believe that he owes them mostly to the possession of a cautious military judgment, assisted by good advisers, and backed by invincible perseverance, endurance and determination.

Source: Frank Wilkie, “General Grant in the Field,” New York Times, June 12, 1863.

102. John F. Brobst: Letter about the Second Vicksburg Campaign (July 5, 1863) [Excerpts]

Introduction

Throughout the war, officers’ ability to motivate their soldiers to endure sacrifice was crucial to battlefield success. Soldiers expected their leaders to lead from the front. Consequently, officers had to motivate their men by exhibiting frontline courage, a public willingness to share the risks of being killed or wounded. On both sides, casualties were high among the colonels who led regiments and the brigadier generals who led brigades. At the senior command levels, major general and above, officers less often had to expose themselves to enemy fire. A handful of these officers motivated their soldiers by establishing a tradition of victory. In the East, Confederate soldiers commanded by Robert E. Lee and Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson expected to win because these leaders had led them to victory before. Thus, soldiers could confront setback and fatigue with the confidence that eventually they would succeed. No Union general in the East created a similar spirit. The situation was reversed in the West. Here no Confederate general established a tradition of victory, while on the Union side Ulysses S. Grant achieved this feat. John F. Brobst served in the 25th Wisconsin Regiment. His regiment participated in the Second Vicksburg Campaign. The following letter describes the day the starving Vicksburg garrison surrendered. He mentions the “rebel Johnston,” who is Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston, the commander of a Confederate force trying to relieve Vicksburg. Brobst’s letter is most notable for its comments about Grant: “When his men go in a fight they know he is going to have us whip them.”
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Headquarters 2d Brigade

16th Army Corps

Camped in rear of Vicksburg

July the 5th/63

Friend Mary,

I now seat myself to let you all know what kind of a Fourth we had. You folks up there had a more sociable time, perhaps, than we had, but I know you could not be half as happy as we were. We had the unspeakable pleasure of planting our glorious old flag in Vicksburg at four o’clock on the morning of the Fourth. There was pleasure and the right kind of pleasure. At 5 o’clock in the morning of the Fourth the rebels took down their flag and ran up a white one that was a surrender. Then they came out on the breastworks and stacked their arms and fell back and our men took possession and went out and took down the white flag, and the stars and stripes, our flag, that floats so proudly over the southern Gibraltar is 36 feet long. It is the greatest victory of the war.

We got twenty-five thousand prisoners and twelve thousand Negroes. The rebels say that when Grant drove them in there they had forty thousand men, and we killed ten thousand and five thousand died. They had no medicines for their sick, and nothing but mule beef to eat for nine days. They are about as glad as we are in two hours after Vicksburg was taken. Grant ordered one hundred thousand men after the rebel Johnston. He has fifty thousand men, and Grant wants to get him surrounded before he hears that Vicksburg is taken. If he succeeds in taking Johnston, we will all be home in three months…. I feel so good over the great victory that I do not know what I am saying half of the time. We go around here yelling like a parcel of Indians. Grant is the only man that can whip the rebs every time, and he can do it every time that he tries it. We would not give our General Grant for all the generals that are in the northern army. When his men go in a fight they know he is going to have us whip them.

I do not know where we will be by the time that you get this, perhaps five hundred miles from here and fighting some great battle. The 25th has got down here in the field now where they will have plenty of fighting to do and I hope we will do it like men, for the Wisconsin boys are called good fighters….

Write soon direct to Cairo, Ill., Co. G, 2(5)th. You liked them songs. I will send you another.

Yours truly,

From a friend,

John F. Brobst

Source: Margaret Brobst Roth, ed., Well Mary: Civil War Letters of a Wisconsin Volunteer (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1960), 20–22.

103. Amanda Edmonds: Journal Entry during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (July 13, 1863)

Introduction

Amanda Edmonds was a 22-year-old unmarried woman who lived on the family plantation in Fauquier County in northern Virginia when the Civil War began. She was well educated and intelligent. While she deplored the necessity for war, like most Southern women she was a firm patriot. Her brothers served in a Confederate cavalry unit. Throughout the war, Fauquier County witnessed the passage of the rival armies. In addition, the county was the home area for rebel guerrilla bands, including John S. Mosby’s famous Partisan Rangers. The nearby Shenandoah Valley was an invasion corridor used by Union and Confederate armies. In the summer of 1863, Robert E. Lee’s army marched north along this avenue to invade Pennsylvania. Lee’s defeat at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) shocked most Virginians because they had come to think of Lee as invincible. This defeat, coupled with Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton’s surrender at Vicksburg on July 4, discouraged many civilians. Edmonds kept a journal during the war that provides insight into civilian attitudes, the importance of religion, and the role of women. Like many, Edmonds turned to religion for comfort, particularly during difficult times such as July 1863. This entry from July 13, 1863, reflects upon recent events, with Lee’s army apparently trapped by high water on the north side of the Potomac River and with fragmentary news from Vicksburg indicating another debacle. It begins with mention of a local skirmish.
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July 13. Mr. Harvey Rector came this morning, having participated in the skirmish. None of our men received a scratch while the Yanks had four killed, fifteen wounded and six taken prisoners. They did not make much this time. I can but feel sorry for them, that were killed in a strange land and buried in such a manner, ere the life has hardly gone out of them, poor wretches. Why do they come here?

Our prospect at this time is more desponding than encouraging if the rumor be true that Vicksburg has fallen and our army is in a dilemma the other side of the Potomac, but our trust is in a higher Power. If it is His will that we should be brought down and yield to such a government, then I for one will quietly submit, thinking it right that the South should be down from her high, wicked, lofty pride; she should be humbled. Oh! If she is not sufficiently humbled now nothing will ever do it, when her heart is rent and bleeding with anguish and sorrow while her brave sons are falling by the thousands.

Suffering in every way is experienced in the army and, in her quiet citizens. We have had another terrible rain which keeps the rivers up and the soldiers on this side cannot cross, while those on the opposite side are safe there. I am afraid it will prove, as it has already, a great disadvantage to us. But we must humbly submit to the wise dispensations of God, for all must be good and for the best that comes from Him, even if it is to our disadvantage.

Source: Nancy Chappelear Baird, ed., Journals of Amanda Virginia Edmonds: Lass of the Mosby Confederacy, 1859–1867 (Stepehns City, VA: Commercial Press, 1984), 158–159. Courtesy of the Virginia Historical Society.

104. Walt Whitman: Letters about Hospital Visits (June 22 and 30, 1863)

Introduction

American poet Walt Whitman (1819–1892) was considered controversial in his time for both the form and content of his free-verse poetry. Born in New York, one of nine children, Whitman left school at the age of 11 and worked at a variety of occupations, including printing, teaching, journalism, and a federal clerkship. In December 1862 fearing that his soldier brother George had been killed or wounded, Whitman set out to search for him and found him with only a minor wound. The sight of the wounded and dying soldiers inspired Whitman to devote himself to visiting army hospitals. Whitman kept the patients company, read to them, wrote letters for them, and corralled doctors to care for the most desperately ill, and with his own money and contributions from friends and supporters, he gave the patients pocket money and small gifts. He published a number of newspaper articles and a book about his experiences and decried the inadequate treatment provided to the wounded. Whitman spent the rest of the war years in Washington, D.C., from where he wrote frequent letters to his mother. These two letters include his observations about his care for wounded soldiers, scorn for the U.S. Sanitary Commission, the expectation of a major fight with Robert E. Lee (written just weeks before the Battle of Gettysburg), the appearance of President Abraham Lincoln and the troops during a parade, and the proliferation of African American regiments. Already in his 40s when he began his hospital visits, Whitman started to suffer from the ill health that shadowed him the rest of his life. After Lincoln’s assassination, Whitman wrote the famous poem “O Captain! My Captain!”
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Washington, Monday morning, June 22, 1863. Dear Mother—Jeff’s letter came informing me of the birth of the little girl, and that Matty was feeling pretty well, so far. I hope it will continue. Dear sister, I should much like to come home and see you and the little one; I am sure from Jeff’s description it is a noble babe—and as to its being a girl, it is all the better. (I am not sure but the Whitman breed gives better women than men.)

Well, mother, we are generally anticipating a lively time here, or in the neighborhood, as it is probable Lee is feeling about to strike a blow on Washington, or perhaps right into it—and as Lee is no fool, it is perhaps possible he may give us a good shake. He is not very far off—yesterday was a fight to the southwest of here all day; we heard the cannons nearly all day. The wounded are arriving in small squads every day, mostly cavalry, a great many Ohio men; they send off to-day from the Washington hospitals a great many to New York, Philadelphia, etc., all who are able, to make room, which looks ominous—indeed, it is pretty certain that there is to be some severe fighting, may-be a great battle again, the pending week. I am getting so callous that it hardly arouses me at all. I fancy I should take it very quietly if I found myself in the midst of a desperate conflict here in Washington.

Mother, I have nothing particular to write about—I see and hear nothing but new and old cases of my poor suffering boys in hospitals, and I dare say you have had enough of such things. I have not missed a day at hospital, I think, for more than three weeks—I get more and more wound round. Poor young men—there are some cases that would literally sink and give up if I did not pass a portion of the time with them. I have quite made up my mind about the lecturing, etc., project—I have no doubt it will succeed well enough the way I shall put it in operation. You know, mother, it is to raise funds to enable me to continue my hospital ministrations, on a more free-handed scale. As to the Sanitary commissions and the like, I am sick of them all, and would not accept any of their berths. You ought to see the way the men, as they lay helpless in bed, turn away their faces from the sight of those agents, chaplains, etc. (hirelings, as Elias Hicks would call them—they seem to me always a set of foxes and wolves). They get well paid, and are always incompetent and disagreeable; as I told you before, the only good fellows I have met are the Christian commissioners—they go everywhere and receive no pay.

Dear, dear mother, I want much to see you, and dear Matty too; I send you both my best love, and Jeff too. The pictures came—I have not heard from George nor Han. I write a day earlier than usual.

Walt.

We here think Vicksburg is ours. The probability is that it has capitulated—and there has been no general assault—can’t tell yet whether the 51st went there. We are having very fine weather here to-day—rained last night.

Washington, June 30th, 1863. Dearest Mother—Your letter, with Han’s, I have sent to George, though whether it will find him or not I cannot tell, as I think the 51st must be away down at Vicksburg. I have not had a word from George yet. Mother, I have had quite an attack of sore throat and distress in my head for some days past, up to last night, but to-day I feel nearly all right again. I have been about the city same as usual nearly—to the hospitals, etc., I mean. I am told that I hover too much over the beds of the hospitals, with fever and putrid wounds, etc. One soldier brought here about fifteen days ago, very low with typhoid fever, Livingston Brooks, Co. B., 17th Penn. Cavalry, I have particularly stuck to, as I found him to be in what appeared to be a dying condition, from negligence and a horrible journey of about forty miles, bad roads and fast driving; and then after he got here, as he is a simple country boy, very shy and silent, and made no complaint, they neglected him. I found him something like I found John Holmes last winter. I called the doctor’s attention to him, shook up the nurses, had him bathed in spirits, gave him lumps of ice, and ice to his head; he had a fearful bursting pain in his head, and his body was like fire. He was very quiet, a very sensible boy, old fashioned; he did not want to die, and I had to lie to him without stint, for he thought I knew everything, and I always put in of course that what I told him was exactly the truth, and that if he got really dangerous I would tell him and not conceal it. The rule is to remove bad fever patients out from the main wards to a tent by themselves, and the doctor told me he would have to be removed. I broke it gently to him, but the poor boy got it immediately in his head that he was marked with death, and was to be removed on that account. It had a great effect upon him, and although I told the truth this time it did not have as good a result as my former fibs. I persuaded the doctor to let him remain. For three days he lay just about an even chance, go or stay, with a little leaning toward the first. But, mother, to make a long story short, he is now out of any immediate danger. He has been perfectly rational throughout—begins to taste a little food (for a week he ate nothing; I had to compel him to take a quarter of an orange now and then), and I will say, whether anyone calls it pride or not, that if he does get up and around again it’s me that saved his life. Mother, as I have said in former letters, you can have no idea how these sick and dying youngsters cling to a fellow, and how fascinating it is, with all its hospital surroundings of sadness and scenes of repulsion and death. In this same hospital, Armory-square, where this cavalry boy is, I have about fifteen or twenty particular cases I see much to—some of them as much as him. There are two from East Brooklyn; George Monk, Co. A, 78th N. Y., and Stephen Redgate (his mother is a widow in East Brooklyn—I have written to her). Both are pretty badly wounded—both are youngsters under 19. O mother, it seems to me as I go through these rows of cots as if it was too bad to accept these children, to subject them to such premature experiences. I devote myself much to Armory-square hospital because it contains by far the worst cases, most repulsive wounds, has the most suffering and most need of consolation. I go every day without fail, and often at night—sometimes stay very late. No one interferes with me, guards, nurses, doctors, nor anyone. I am let to take my own course.

Well, mother, I suppose you folks think we are in a somewhat dubious position here in Washington, with Lee in strong force almost between us and you Northerners. Well, it does look ticklish; if the Rebs cut the connection then there will be fun. The Reb cavalry come quite near us, dash in and steal wagon trains, etc.; it would be funny if they should come some night to the President’s country house (Soldiers’ home), where he goes out to sleep every night; it is in the same direction as their saucy raid last Sunday. Mr. Lincoln passes here (14th st.) every evening on his way out. I noticed him last evening about half-past 6—he was in his barouche, two horses, guarded by about thirty cavalry. The barouche comes first under a slow trot, driven by one man in the box, no servant or footman beside; the cavalry all follow closely after with a lieutenant at their head. I had a good view of the President last evening. He looks more careworn even than usual, his face with deep cut lines, seams, and his complexion gray through very dark skin—a curious looking man, very sad. I said to a lady who was looking with me, “Who can see that man without losing all wish to be sharp upon him personally?” The lady assented, although she is almost vindictive on the course of the administration (thinks it wants nerve, etc.—the usual complaint). The equipage is rather shabby, horses indeed almost what my friends the Broadway drivers would call old plugs. The President dresses in plain black clothes, cylinder hat—he was alone yesterday. As he came up, he first drove over to the house of the Sec. of War, on K st., about 300 feet from here; sat in his carriage while Stanton came out and had a 15 minutes interview with him (I can see from my window), and then wheeled around the corner and up Fourteenth st., the cavalry after him. I really think it would be safer for him just now to stop at the White House, but I expect he is too proud to abandon the former custom. Then about an hour after we had a large cavalry regiment pass, with blankets, arms, etc., on the war march over the same track. The regt. was very full, over a thousand—indeed thirteen or fourteen hundred. It was an old regt., veterans, old fighters, young as they were. They were preceded by a fine mounted band of sixteen (about ten bugles, the rest cymbals and drums). I tell you, mother, it made everything ring—made my heart leap. They played with a will. Then the accompaniment: the sabers rattled on a thousand men’s sides—they had pistols, their heels were spurred—handsome American young men (I make no acc’t of any other); rude uniforms, well worn, but good cattle, prancing—all good riders, full of the devil; nobody shaved, very sunburnt. The regimental officers (splendidly mounted, but just as roughly dressed as the men) came immediately after the band, then company after company, with each its officers at its head—the tramps of so many horses (there is a good hard turnpike)—then a long train of men with led horses, mounted negroes, and a long, long string of baggage wagons, each with four horses, and then a strong rear guard. I tell you it had the look of real war—noble looking fellows; a man feels so proud on a good horse, and armed. They are off toward the region of Lee’s (supposed) rendezvous, toward Susquehannah, for the great anticipated battle. Alas! how many of these healthy, handsome, rollicking young men will lie cold in death before the apples ripen in the orchard. Mother, it is curious and stirring here in some respects. Smaller or larger bodies of troops are moving continually—many just-well men are turned out of the hospitals. I am where I see a good deal of them. There are getting to be many black troops. There is one very good regt. here black as tar; they go around, have the regular uniform—they submit to no nonsense. Others are constantly forming. It is getting to be a common sight.

Source: Richard M. Bucke, ed., The Wound Dresser: A Series of Letters Written from the Hospitals in Washington during the War of the Rebellion; by Walt Whitman (Boston: Small, Maynard, 1898), 85–92.

105. Rufus Dawes: Book Excerpt, Union Account of the Battle of Gettysburg (1863)

Introduction

When the Battle of Gettysburg began on July 1, 1863, only a Union cavalry division commanded by Major General John Buford opposed the advancing Confederate infantry. As the Confederates slowly drove back the cavalry, the Union I Corps, commanded by Major General John F. Reynolds, arrived. Leading the way was the division commanded by Brigadier General James S. Wadsworth. Wadsworth’s division quickly deployed on Seminary Ridge. Holding the left of Wadsworth’s line was the most famous unit in the army, the Iron Brigade, which consisted uniquely of western regiments from Wisconsin, Michigan, and Indiana. The brigade’s soldiers wore distinctive black slouch hats instead of the regulation kepi. They had earned a reputation for valor at their first battle, the Battle of Groveton (August 28, 1862), part of the Second Bull Run Campaign. By 1863 they were regarded as the premier combat brigade in the Army of the Potomac. The Iron Brigade defeated the first Confederate attacks. Then, rebel infantry commanded by Brigadier General Joseph R. Davis (President Jefferson Davis’s nephew) broke through Wadsworth’s right at the railroad cut, driving back a Union brigade commanded by Brigadier General Lysander Cutler. Colonel Rufus R. Dawes’s 6th Wisconsin Volunteers moved rapidly to the right and trapped the Confederates between the steep embankments of the railroad cut, capturing some 200. The following excerpt from Dawes’s war time memoirs describes his regiment’s actions. Subsequently, Confederate reinforcements drove the Union forces, including the Iron Brigade and the entire I Corps, back through Gettysburg to the heights south of the town. Although the Union I Corps had suffered heavily, with the Iron Brigade alone losing 1,212 of 1,883 men (among the killed was corps commander Reynolds), its actions bought time for the balance of the Army of the Potomac to reach the field.
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Just across our track, as we hurried on, passed some officers carrying the body of our corps commander, General John F. Reynolds. But we did not then know that he was dead.

Suddenly my horse reared and plunged. It did not occur to me that she had been shot, and I drew a tight rein and spurred her sharply when she fell heavily on her haunches. I scrambled quickly from the ground, where I had been thrown sprawling, and the men gave a hearty cheer. The gallant old mare also struggled to her feet and hobbled sturdily to the rear on three legs. She had been struck in the breast by a minnie ball, which penetrated seventeen inches. For many years she carried the bullet, which could be felt under the skin behind the left shoulder blade—but woe to the man who felt it, as her temper had been entirely spoiled. For the rest of the battle I was on foot. The regiment halted at the fence along the Cashtown Turnpike, and I gave the order to fire. In the field, beyond the turnpike, a long irregular line of yelling Confederates could be seen running forward and firing, and our troops were running back in disorder. The fire of our carefully aimed muskets, resting on the fence rails, striking their flank, checked the rebels in their headlong advance. We could see that the thin regiments of Cutler’s brigade, beyond the turnpike, were being almost destroyed. The rebel line swayed and bent, and the men suddenly stopped firing and ran into the railroad cut, which is parallel to the Cashtown Turnpike. I now ordered the men to climb over the turnpike fences and advance upon them. I was not aware of the existence of a railroad cut, and mistook the maneuver of the enemy for a retreat, but was soon undeceived by the heavy fire which they began at once to pour upon us from their cover in the cut. Captain John Ticknor, a dashing soldier, one of our finest officers, fell dead while climbing the second fence, and others were struck, but the line pushed on. When over the fences and in the field, and subjected to an infernal fire, I saw the Ninety-fifth New York regiment coming gallantly into line upon our left. I did not then know or care where they came from, but was rejoiced to see them. Farther to the left was the Fourteenth Brooklyn Regiment, but we were ignorant of the fact. The Ninety-fifth New York had about one hundred men in action. Major Edward Pye appeared to be in command. Running hastily to the major, I said, “We must charge,” and asked him if they were with us. The gallant major replied, “Charge it is,” and they were with us to the end. “Forward, charge!” was the order given by both the major and myself. We were now receiving a fearfully destructive fire from the hidden enemy. Men who had been shot were leaving the ranks in crowds. Any correct picture of this charge would represent a V-shaped crowd of men with the colors at the advance point, moving firmly and hurriedly forward, while the whole field behind is streaming with men who had been shot, and who are struggling to the rear or sinking in death upon the ground. The only commands I gave, as we advanced, were, “Align on the colors! Close up on that color! Close up on that color!” The regiment was being broken up so that this order alone could hold the body together. Meanwhile the colors were down upon the ground several times, but were raised at once by the heroes of the color guard. Not one of the guard escaped, every man being killed or wounded. Four hundred and twenty men started as a regiment from the turnpike fence, of whom two hundred and forty reached the railroad cut. Years afterward I found the distance passed over to be one hundred and seventy-five paces. Every officer proved himself brave, true, and heroic in encouraging the men to breast this deadly storm, but the real impetus was the eager, determined valor of our men who carried muskets in the ranks. The rebel color could be seen waving defiantly just above the edge of the railroad cut. A heroic ambition to capture it took possession of several of our men. Corporal Eggleston, of “Co. H,” a mere boy, sprang forward to seize it, and was shot dead the moment his hand touched the color. Private Anderson, of his company, furious at the killing of his brave young comrade, recked little for the rebel color, but he swung aloft his musket and with a terrific blow split the skull of the rebel who had shot young Eggleston. This soldier was well known in the regiment as “Rocky Mountain Anderson.” Lieutenant Remington was severely wounded in the shoulder while reaching for the color. Into this deadly melee rushed Corporal Francis A. Waller, who seized and held the rebel battle flag. His name will remain upon the historic record, as he received from Congress a medal for this deed.

It would require many pages to justly recount the heroic deeds of all, but one incident is so touching in its character that it should be preserved. Corporal James Kelly, of Company B, turned from the ranks, and stepped beside me, as we both moved hurriedly forward on the charge. He pulled open his woolen shirt, and a mark where the deadly minnie ball had entered his breast was visible. He said: “Colonel, won’t you please write to my folks that I died a soldier?”

My first notice that we were immediately upon the enemy, was a general cry from our men of: “Throw down your muskets. Down with your muskets.” Running quickly forward through the line of men, I found myself face to face with at least a thousand rebels, whom I looked down upon in the railroad cut, which was here about four feet deep. Adjutant Brooks, equal to the emergency, had quickly placed men across the cut in position to fire through it. I have always congratulated myself upon getting in the first word. I shouted: “Where is the colonel of this regiment?” An officer in gray, with stars on his collar, who stood among the men in the cut, said: “Who are you?” I said: “I am commander of this regiment. Surrender, or I will fire on you.” The officer replied not a word, but promptly handed me his sword, and all his men, who still held them, threw down their muskets.

Corporal Waller now brought me the captured battle-flag. It was the flag of the Second Mississippi Volunteers, one of the oldest and most distinguished regiments in the Confederate army. It belonged to the brigade commanded by the nephew of Jefferson Davis. It is a rule in battle never to allow sound men to leave the ranks. Sergeant William Evans, a brave and true man, had been severely wounded in the thighs. He had to use two muskets as crutches. To him I intrusted the keeping of the battle-flag. Wrapping the flag around his body, he started for Gettysburg.

Source: Robert Hunter, Sketches of War History, 1861–1890, Vol. 3 (Cincinnati: Robert Clarke, 1890), 367–372.

106. Edward Porter Alexander: Confederate Account of the Battle of Gettysburg (1863) [Excerpts]

Introduction

After two days of battle on July 1 and July 2, 1863, General Robert E. Lee decided to attack for a third time. Major General George E. Pickett’s fresh division had reinforced him, and Lee decided to use Pickett’s division to spearhead a breakthrough of the Union center along a low rise called Cemetery Ridge. Lee placed Lieutenant General James Longstreet in charge of the attack, which featured 10 infantry brigades supported by a massive battery of 159 guns. Longstreet opposed the attack on the grounds that the Union center was too strong, but Lee had supreme faith in his men and ordered the attack anyway. Colonel Edward P. Alexander commanded Longstreet’s reserve artillery. Alexander had the task of directing Longstreet’s artillery during the bombardment of the Union center that was to precede the infantry assault. The following excerpts from Alexander’s war memoirs relate a series of dramatic exchanges between Alexander and Longstreet. Longstreet tried to fob off responsibility for making the attack onto Alexander, and Alexander prudently insisted that Longstreet make the decision. Noteworthy is the famous comment by “Gen. Wright” (Brigadier General Ambrose R. Wright) regarding the difficulty of holding Cemetery Ridge in the face of Union counterattacks. Alexander is also the source of Longstreet’s famous soliloquy “I don’t want to make this attack.” Indeed, the ensuing Confederate charge, known as Pickett’s Charge, failed dismally.

Primary Source

I had no expectation whatever of seeing anything special happen in the enemy during the cannonade either to make me lengthen or shorten this period. In fact if I had thought very seriously on the subject & figured up that the enemy had as good & many guns as we; & great advantage in position & ammunition over us I might not have felt as cheerful & sanguine as I did. But the fact is that like all the rest of the army I believed that it would come out right, because Gen Lee had planned it.

And now I received a sudden shock. A courier brought me a note from Gen. Longstreet which read as follows:

Colonel. If the artillery fire does not have the effect to drive off the enemy, or greatly demoralize him, so as to make our efforts pretty certain, I would prefer that you should not advise Gen. Pickett to make the charge. I shall rely a great deal on your good judgment to determine the matter & shall expect you to let Gen. Pickett know when the moment offers.

That presented the whole business to me in a new light. It was no longer Gen. Lee’s inspiration that was the way to whip the battle, but my cold judgment to be founded on what I was going to see. Gen. A. R. Wright of Geo. was with me when the message was brought. I showed it to him & after talking over the situation I wrote to Gen. Longstreet—about as follows (I kept no copy at the time, but wrote out afterward what I remembered very vividly; Gen Longstreet’s two letters I preserved):

General. I will only be able to judge of the effect of our fire on the enemy by his return fire, for his infantry is but little exposed to view & the smoke will obscure the whole field. If, as I infer from your note, there is any alternative to this attack it should be carefully considered before opening our fire, for it will take all the artillery ammunition we have left to test this one thoroughly, & if the result is unfavorable we will have none left for another effort. And even if this is entirely successful it can only be so at a very bloody cost.

After a while there came this reply:

Colonel. The intention is to advance the infantry, if the artillery has the desired effect of driving the enemy’s off, or having other effect such as to warrant us in making the attack. When the moment arrives advise Gen. Pickett, and of course advance such artillery as you can use in aiding the attack.

Gen. Wright read this & said, “He has put the responsibility back upon you.” I said, “General, tell me exactly what you think of this attack.” He said, “Well, Alexander, it is mostly a question of supports. It is not as hard to get there as it looks. I was there yesterday with my brigade. The real difficulty is to stay there once you get there—for the whole infernal Yankee army is up there in a bunch.”

Now, I had already decided in my own mind that I could see nothing during the cannonade upon which any safe opinion could be founded; & that the question, whether or not that attack was to be made, must be decided before the cannonade opened. I had tried to avoid the responsibility of the decision, but in vain. Gen. Lee had originally planned it, & half the day had been spent in preparation. I determined to cause no loss of time by any indecision on my part. As to the question of supports, that I supposed would be the one to which Gen. Lee himself would have given his own special attention—far more than to any particular features of the ground. And I had heard a sort of camp rumor, that morning, that Gen. Lee had said he intended to march every man he had upon that cemetery hill that day.

But before deciding absolutely, I rode back for a little interview with Pickett himself. I did not tell him my object, but just felt his pulse, as it were about the assault. He was in excellent spirits & sanguine of success. Then I determined to let Gen. Longstreet know that I intended to put Pickett in. I wrote him just these words: “General. When our artillery fire is at its best I shall order Gen. Pickett to charge.”

[…]

Some five or ten minutes after sending my last note Gen. Longstreet rode up all alone. I was expecting Pickett every moment, & was all impatience for him to come, for the fire of our own guns was also now much reduced, & I was not sure how much was due to exhaustion of ammunition, & how much might be only because the enemy had nearly ceased firing. I had given no orders to cease or slacken at all, whether the enemy did or not, & I wished the fire kept going to our utmost capacity until the crisis was past.

So when Gen. Longstreet came I told him how the enemy had withdrawn their guns, & we would certainly get a favorable start; but I expressed impatience at Pickett’s delay, & I told him of the Richardson guns being taken off, & said I feared the support I could give might not be all I wished, & had counted upon. By the way this was the first that Gen. Longstreet knew of my having had these guns at all. I had been hoping to give him a little agreeable surprise with them when I ran them out into the field. Gen. L. spoke at once, & decidedly, “Go & halt Pickett right where he is, & replenish your ammunition.” I said, “General, we can’t do that. We nearly emptied the trains last night. Even if we had it, it would take an hour or two, & meanwhile the enemy would recover from the pressure he is now under. Our only chance is to follow it up now—to strike while the iron is hot.” He answered, “I don’t want to make this attack—I believe it will fail—I do not see how it can succeed—I would not make it even now, but that Gen. Lee has ordered it.” He made these statements, with slight pauses in between, while he was looking at the enemy’s position through his field glasses. I had the feeling that he was upon the verge of stopping the charge, & that with even slight encouragement he would do it. But that very feeling kept me from saying a word, either of assent or dissent. I would not willingly take any responsibility in so grave a matter & I had almost a morbid fear of personally causing any loss of time. So I stood by, & looked on, in silence almost embarrassing. After sending my last “hurry up” notes to Pickett at 1:35 p.m., I do not recall looking at my watch again that day. So I cannot be absolutely sure, but I think it was not earlier than 1:50, nor later than 2 p.m., when with great relief & delight, I saw Pickett’s line approaching at a good fast gait.

Source: Gary W. Gallagher, ed., Fighting for the Confederacy: The Personal Recollections of General Edward Porter Alexander (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1989), 254–255, 261. Copyright © 1989 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by permission of the publisher.

107. Henry L. Abbott: Letter, Union Account of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 6, 1863)

Introduction

After two days of battle on July 1 and July 2, 1863, General Robert E. Lee decided to attack for a third time. Major General George E. Pickett’s fresh division had reinforced him, and Lee decided to use Pickett’s division to spearhead a breakthrough of the Union center along a low rise called Cemetery Ridge. Lee placed Lieutenant General James Longstreet in charge of the attack, which featured 10 infantry brigades supported by a massive battery of 159 guns. Among the Union regiments defending Cemetery Ridge was the 20th Massachusetts in which Captain Henry L. Abbott served. The regiment had suffered terribly while attacking a strong Confederate position at Fredericksburg back on December 13, 1862. At Gettysburg the situation was reversed, with the Confederates making a desperate frontal charge against defenders sheltered behind a stone wall. Abbott’s account describes the Confederate artillery bombardment and subsequent charge. The 20th Massachusetts waited until the enemy infantry came into short range before firing. Abbott provides a vivid description of the effects of the regiment’s destructive musketry. The defenders cheered madly and, having turned the table on the enemy, shouted “Fredericksburg! Fredericksburg!” However, to the regiment’s left, the Confederates had penetrated the Union line. This penetration was subsequently referred to as “the high-water mark of the Confederacy.” Abbott led a counterattack, which, along with other similar Union efforts, sealed the breach in the Union line. The Confederate charge of July 3, 1863, known as Pickett’s Charge, failed dismally. The 20th Massachusetts lost more than half its enlisted men and 10 of 13 officers. Abbott, as the senior surviving captain, assumed command of the regiment. He held this position until his death on May 6, 1864, during the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864).
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Near Gettysburg, July 6, 1863

My Dear Papa,

When our great victory was just over the exultation of victory was so great that one didn’t think of our fearful losses, but now I can’t help feeling a great weight at my heart. Poor Henry Ropes was one of the dearest friends I ever had or except to have. He was one of the purest-minded, noblest, most generous men I ever knew. His loss is terrible. His men actually wept when they showed me his body, even under the tremendous cannonade, a time when most soldiers see their comrades dying around them with indifference. Col. Hall, I believe, means to mention him in his report. He says that of every body in the army, Henry was the only one he knew that was fighting simply from patriotism, & that he would himself almost have given his life to have had Ropes live to see the splendid victory he always earnestly hoped for. I can’t cease to think of him, whenever I am alone, which is pretty frequent now that we have only [officers] left.

All our pique against Revere too had long ceased, since we saw him on the march struggling so nobly with his physical weakness, & he is regretted as such a man should be. Then there is poor Macy with a hand gone. Herbert Mason hit too, but Ropes my most intimate friend here, & one of the finest & bravest officers that ever fought in this war. Just as he was going off from the hospital, with a consideration that wounded men going home rarely feel for those left, he sent me his brandy, tobacco, &c, a perfect godsend at the time. Patten too, who is going to be mentioned by Col. Hall for the gallantry with which he held his outpost, when the skirmishers on both flanks had run, our whole force in the direst confusion had gone over him.

Indeed with only two officers besides myself remaining, I can’t help feeling a little spooney when I am thinking, & you know I am not at all a lachrymose individual in general. However I think we can run the machine. Our losses are—of 13 officers, 3 killed, 7 wounded. Of 231 enlisted men, 30 killed, 84 wounded, 3 missing, total 117, with officers, aggregate 127.

The enemy, after a morning of quiet on our part of the line (a little to the right of the left center) began the most terrific cannonade, with a converging fire of 150 pieces, that I have ever heard in my life & kept it up for 2 hours, almost entirely disabling our batteries, killing & wounding over half the officers & men [of the artillery] & silencing most of the guns. The thin line of our division against which it was directed was very well shielded by a little rut they lay in & in front of our brigade by a little pit, just one foot deep & one foot high, thrown up hastily by one shovel, but principally by the fact that it is very difficult to hit a single line of troops, so that the enemy chiefly threw over us with the intention of disabling the batteries & the reserves which they supposed to be massed in the rear of the batteries, in the depression of the hill.

In the former object they were successful, in the latter they were better than successful. The one brigade brought up in support had to be retired 2 miles, & no other reserves could be brought up, for any massing of troops … under that fire would have proved their own destruction, without their being any service to us. No infantry in the world could have been massed under that fire for half an hour.

The rebels thus left us entirely supported & advanced with perfect confidence after ceasing their artillery—our artillery being so knocked up that only one or two shots were into them, which, however, were very well aimed, & we could see [the shots] tumble over squads in the rebel lines. Had our batteries been intact, the rebels would never have got up to our musketry, for they were obliged to come out of the woods & advance from a half to ¾ of a mile over an open field & in plain sight. A magnificent sight it was too. Two brigades in two lines, their skirmishers driving in ours.

The moment I saw them I knew we should give them Fredericksburg. So did every body. We let the regiment in front of us get within 100 feet of us, & then bowled them over like nine pins, picking out the colors first. In two minutes there were only groups of two or three men running round wildly, like chickens with their heads off. We were cheering like mad, when Macy directed my attention to a spot 3 or four rods on our right where there were no pits, only a rail fence, Bacter’s Pennsylvania men had most disgracefully broken, & the rebels were within our line. The order was immediately given to fall back far enough to form another line & prevent us from being flanked. Without however waiting for that, the danger was so imminent that I had rushed my company immediately up to the gap, & the regiment & the rest of the brigade, being there some before & the rest as quick as they could. The rail fence checked the man advance of the enemy & they stood, both sides pegging away into each other.

The rows of dead after the battle I found to be within 15 and 20 feet apart, as near hand to hand fighting as I ever care to see. The rebels behaved with as much pluck as any men in the world could; they stood there, against the fence, until they were nearly all shot down.

Source: Abbott Family Civil War Letters Collection, MS Am 800.26. Courtesy of Houghton Library, Harvard University.

108. Walt Whitman: Letter about the New York City Draft Riots (July 15, 1863)

Introduction

American poet Walt Whitman (1819–1892) was considered controversial in his time for both the form and the content of his free-verse poetry. Born in New York, Whitman, one of nine children, left school at the age of 11 and worked at a variety of occupations, including printing, teaching, journalism, and a federal clerkship. In December 1862 Whitman, fearing that his soldier brother George had been killed or wounded, set out to search for him and found him with only a minor wound. The sight of the wounded and dying soldiers inspired Whitman to devote himself to visiting army hospitals. He spent the rest of the war years in Washington, D.C., from where he wrote frequent letters to his mother. In this letter he comments on the New York City Draft Riots that began on July 13, 1863. Congress had passed the Enrollment Act on March 3, 1863, authorizing nationwide conscription. The act permitted the hiring of substitutes or the payment of $300 for an exemption, thus giving the wealthy a legal way to avoid service. On June 15, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued a call for 100,000 troops. The draft operated as a lottery, with the first names drawn in New York on July 11. Over a four-day span, thousands of rioters, mostly poor workingmen who resented the exemptions for the rich, blamed blacks for the war and set fire to buildings, including a black church and an orphanage, and murdered several blacks. Union troops had to turn their guns on the rioters to restore order. Whitman expresses sympathy for the rioters while relating that public opinion in Washington is hostile toward them. At the same time, he fears that if his brother is drafted it will be the ruin of his young family, and he worries about raising $300 to secure an exemption for him.
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Washington, Wednesday forenoon, July 15, 1863.

Dear Mother—So the mob has risen at last in New York—I have been expecting it, but as the day for the draft had arrived and everything was so quiet, I supposed all might go on smoothly; but it seems the passions of the people were only sleeping, and have burst forth with terrible fury, and they have destroyed life and property, the enrolment buildings, etc., as we hear. The accounts we get are a good deal in a muddle, but it seems bad enough. The feeling here is savage and hot as fire against New York (the mob—“Copperhead mob” the papers here call it), and I hear nothing in all directions but threats of ordering up the gunboats, cannonading the city, shooting down the mob, hanging them in a body, etc., etc. Meantime I remain silent, partly amused, partly scornful, or occasionally put a dry remark, which only adds fuel to the flame. I do not feel it in my heart to abuse the poor people, or call for a rope or bullets for them, but, that is all the talk here, even in the hospitals. The acc’ts from N. Y. this morning are that the Gov’t has ordered the draft to be suspended there—I hope it is true, for I find that the deeper they go in with the draft, the more trouble it is likely to make. I have changed my opinion and feelings on the subject—we are in the midst of strange and terrible times—one is pulled a dozen different ways in his mind, and hardly knows what to think or do. Mother, I have not much fear that the troubles in New York will affect any of our family, still I feel somewhat uneasy about Jeff, if any one, as he is more around. I have had it much on my mind what could be done, if it should so happen that Jeff should be drafted—of course he could not go without its being the downfall almost of our whole family, as you may say, Mat and his young ones, and sad blow to you too, mother, and to all. I didn’t see any other way than to try to raise the $300, mostly by borrowing if possible of Mr. Lane. Mother, I have no doubt I shall make a few hundred dollars by the lectures I shall certainly commence soon (for my hospital missionary purposes and my own, for that purpose), and I could lend that am’t to Jeff to pay it back. May-be the draft will not come off after all; I should say it was very doubtful if they can carry it out in N. Y. and Brooklyn—and besides, it is only one chance out of several, to be drawn if it does. I don’t wonder dear brother Jeff feels the effect it would have on domestic affairs; I think it is right to feel so, full as strongly as a man can. I do hope all will go well and without such an additional trouble falling upon us, but as it can be met with money, I hope Jeff and Mat and all of you, dear mother, will not worry any more about it.

Source: Richard M. Bucke, ed., The Wound Dresser: A Series of Letters Written from the Hospitals in Washington during the War of the Rebellion; by Walt Whitman (Boston: Small, Maynard, 1898), 93–95.

109. Robert E. Lee: Letter to Jefferson Davis (July 27, 1863)

Introduction

Following his costly defeat at Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), General Robert E. Lee sought to rebuild his shattered army. Toward that end, he wrote the following letter to Confederate president Jefferson Davis on July 27, 1863. Lee describes the ineffectiveness of the two conscription laws passed the previous year. Basically, the people charged with enforcing conscription—enrolling officers, doctors, and administrative staff—were often local citizens and hence proved willing to help family and friends evade service. Lee also informed Davis that his army had lost countless thousands of deserters, and Lee doubted his ability to reclaim them unless the government issued an amnesty. Lee’s letter provoked a response on August 11, 1863, when the Confederate government issued a general amnesty for deserters. Lee’s letter highlights two chronic problems afflicting both sides in the Civil War: conscription (also called the draft) legislation was unpopular, leading to draft evasion, and desertion was rampant.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, July 27, 1863.

His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, President of the Confederate States:

Mr. PRESIDENT: Feeling the importance of increasing the aggregate of our armies as rapidly and as much as possible, I beg leave to submit to Your Excellency a few considerations upon the subject.

It does not appear to me that the activity and efficiency of the conscription bureau is as great as it might be. From all that I can learn, the enrolling officers of the different districts and the medical examining officers are natives of the districts in which they operate. Besides this, the purchasing commissaries and quartermasters in the various counties, and at the posts in the interior, are usually assigned to duty in their own neighborhood. Thus the enrolling officer has every temptation to be careless and good-natured in the performance of his duty; the number of exemptions given by the medical officers is very great, and the number who are not exempted is again reduced in number by details for special duty with the assistant commissaries and quartermasters, who gather around them their friends and relatives, in order to keep them out of the army. A case has been reported to me of one captain and assistant commissary of subsistence, near Danville, who has 13 able-bodied conscripts in his employment, and I heard of others who have still more.

I would respectfully submit to Your Excellency whether, in the arrangements necessary under the late proclamation, something may not be done to remedy the defect of the former conscription, or whether an examination of former exemptions, and some diminution of the great number of details made from among the conscripts, might not materially promote the increase of the army.

There are many thousand men improperly absent from this army. I have caused to-day an appeal to be made to them to return at once to duty. I do not know whether it will have much effect, unless accompanied by the declaration of an amnesty. I doubted the policy of this, but I would respectfully submit that perhaps a general amnesty declared by Your Excellency might bring many delinquents back to the different armies of the Confederacy.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

R. E. LEE, General.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 27, Part 3.

110. Josiah Gorgas: Diary Entry about Confederate Defeats at Gettysburg and Vicksburg (July 28, 1863)

Introduction

West Point graduate Josiah Gorgas became chief of ordnance for the Confederacy on April 8, 1861. Gorgas confronted huge problems, as the agrarian South was short of all sorts of war matériel and lacked a manufacturing base. There were three sources to equip the military: existing supplies, domestic production, and imports. Gorgas proved to be an able administrator and by 1863 had the Richmond-based Ordnance Bureau operating efficiently. July 1863 witnessed two heavy blows against the Confederacy: General Robert E. Lee’s defeat at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton’s surrender of the Vicksburg, Mississippi, garrison on July 4 to the besieging Union army commanded by Ulysses S. Grant. Gettysburg and Vicksburg demoralized many Confederates. Gorgas was usually upbeat and optimistic. His diary entry commenting upon the recent Confederate defeats reveals uncharacteristic anguish and is emblematic of the depressed mood sweeping through the South.
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July 28th, 1863. Events have succeeded one another with disastrous rapidity. One brief month ago we were apparently at the point of success. Lee was in Pennsylvania, threatening Harrisburgh, and even Philadelphia. Vicksburgh seemed to laugh all Grant’s efforts to scorn, & the Northern papers had reports of his raising the siege. Port Hudson had beaten off Banks’ forces, and “the question” said a Northern correspondent was only now, could he save the remnant of his army. Taylor had driven the enemy from the greater part of Louisiana, and had captured immense stores at Brashear. Winchester with twenty-eight pieces of artillery and four thousand prisoners had fallen into our hands. All looked bright. Now the picture is just as somber as it was bright then. Lee failed at Gettysburgh, and has recrossed the Potomac and resumed the position of two months ago, covering Richmond. Alas! He has lost fifteen thousand men and twenty-five thousand stands of arms. Vicksburgh and Port Hudson capitulated, surrendering thirty-five thousand men and forty-five thousand arms. It seems incredible that human power could effect such a change in so brief a space. Yesterday we rode on the pinnacle of success—today absolute ruin seems to be our portion. The Confederacy totters to its destruction.

Source: Sarah Woolfolk Wiggins, ed., The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857–1878 (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1995), 75. Used by permission of the University of Alabama Press.

111. Robert E. Lee: Letter to Davis Offering to Resign (August 8, 1863)

Introduction

Following his costly defeat at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), General Robert E. Lee sought to rebuild his shattered army. Toward this goal, he exchanged letters with Confederate president Jefferson Davis regarding tightening the conscription laws and granting a general amnesty for deserters. Then on August 8, 1863, Lee wrote this striking and candid letter to his commander in chief. It references their recent correspondence regarding an amnesty and an appeal for men to return to the ranks, and then Lee offers to resign because he fears he has lost the confidence of the army and the nation. Lee had recently heard and read criticism about the Gettysburg Campaign, and this annoyed him. He always behaved deferentially toward Davis. Davis, in turn, expected this attitude and rewarded those who expressed proper deference. In his letter offering to resign, Lee notes that Davis had always done everything in his power to support Lee. Lee’s anguish over his failure at Gettysburg is evident, as is his uncharacteristic display of emotion. Lee’s letter had shocked Davis because Lee, above all, had been his anchor through trying times. Three days later, Davis replied. Lee had served loyally without criticism. Davis returned loyalty in full measure, so he rejected Lee’s offer, writing that “To ask me to substitute you by some one in my judgment more fit to command … is to demand an impossibility.” For the remainder of the war, the Davis-Lee team remained intact.
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CAMP ORANGE, August 8, 1863.

His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, President of the Confederate States:

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your letters of July 28 and August 2 have been received, and I have waited for a leisure hour to reply, but I fear that will never come. I am extremely obliged to you for the attention given to the wants of this army, and the efforts made to supply them. Our absentees are returning, and I hope the earnest and beautiful appeal made to the country in your proclamation may stir up the virtue of the whole people, and that they may see their duty and perform it. Nothing is wanted but that their fortitude should equal their bravery to insure the success of our cause. We must expect reverses, even defeats. They are sent to teach us wisdom and prudence, to call forth greater energies, and to prevent our falling into greater disasters. Our people have only to be true and united, to bear manfully the misfortunes incident to war, and all will come right in the end.

I know how prone we are to censure and how ready to blame others for the non-fulfillment of our expectations. This is unbecoming in a generous people, and I grieve to see its expression. The general remedy for the want of success in a military commander is his removal. This is natural, and, in many instances, proper. For, no matter what may be the ability of the officer, if he loses the confidence of his troops disaster must sooner or later ensue.

I have been prompted by these reflections more than once since my return from Pennsylvania to propose to Your Excellency the propriety of selecting another commander for this army. I have seen and heard of expression of discontent in the public journals at the result of the expedition. I do not know how far this feeling extends in the army. My brother officers have been too kind to report it, and so far the troops have been too generous to exhibit it. It is fair, however, to suppose that it does exist, and success is so necessary to us that anything should be risked to secure it. I therefore, in all sincerity, request Your Excellency to take measures to supply my place. I do this with the more earnestness because no one is more aware than myself of my inability for the duties of my position. I cannot even accomplish what I myself desire. How can I fulfill the expectations of others? In addition I sensibly feel the growing failure of my bodily strength. I have not yet recovered from the attack I experienced the past spring. I am becoming more and more incapable of exertion, and am thus prevented from making the personal examinations and giving the personal supervision to the operations in the field which I feel to be necessary. I am so dull that in making use of the eyes of others I am frequently misled. Everything, therefore, points to the advantages to be derived from a new commander, and I the more anxiously urge the matter upon Your Excellency from my belief that a younger and abler man than myself can readily be attained. I know that he will have as gallant and brave an army as ever existed to second his efforts, and it would be the happiest day of my life to see at its head a worthy leader—one that would accomplish more than I could perform and all that I have wished. I hope Your Excellency will attribute my request to the true reason, the desire to serve my country, and to do all in my power to insure the success of her righteous cause.

I have no complaints to make of any one but myself. I have received nothing but kindness from those above me, and the most considerate attention from my comrades and companions in arms. To Your Excellency I am specially indebted for uniform kindness and consideration. You have done everything in your power to aid me in the work committed to my charge, without omitting anything to promote the general welfare. I pray that your efforts may at length be crowned with success, and that you may long live to enjoy the thanks of a grateful people.

With sentiments of great esteem, I am, very respectfully and truly, yours,

R. E. LEE,

General.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 51, Part 2.

112. General Order Regarding the Pardon of Deserters (August 11, 1863)

Introduction

Throughout the war, desertion plagued both the Confederate Army and the Union Army. Authorities responded in several ways. Summary punishment, including execution, was one approach meant to deter desertion. On the opposite end of the spectrum was the policy of granting soldiers furloughs so they could go home for a brief period of rest and recovery. Although both approaches influenced desertion rates, as the war progressed the problem became acute, particularly for the South, which had a smaller population base from which to draw solders. In addition, because wealthier slave-owning Southerners could evade service legally, the less affluent who made up the bulk of the army complained that it was a “rich man’s war, poor man’s fight.” Finally, as Northern forces expanded their territorial control over the South, war weariness spread among both the civilian population and their menfolk in the army. Inspector General Samuel Cooper, who was the highest-ranking officer in the entire army, controlled the administration of Confederate armies. Born in the North and educated at West Point, he served in Richmond for the entire war. This order, issued after the defeat at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and the fall of Vicksburg (July 4, 1863), came during a low point in Southern fortunes. Cooper hoped that the offer of amnesty to deserters would prompt soldiers to return to their regiments. In fact, the order did little to stanch the flow of deserters.
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ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, Richmond, August 11, 1863.

I. A general pardon is given to all officers and men within the Confederacy, now absent without leave from the army, who shall (within twenty days from the publication of the address of the President in the State in which the absentees may then be) return to their posts of duty.

II. All men who have been accused or convicted, and undergoing sentence for absence without leave, or desertion, except only those who have been twice convicted of desertion, will be returned to their respective commands for duty.

By order:

S. COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector-General.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 30, Part 4.

113. John Hay: Diary Entry about the Spencer Repeating Rifle (August 19, 1863)

Introduction

In 1848 a New England inventor, Christian Sharps, patented one of the first successful breech-loading systems. Sharps incorporated this system in the design of his breech-loading rifle and carbine. His weapons achieved a rate of accurate fire three times that of a conventional muzzle-loading musket or rifle. Early models experienced bad gas leakage at the breech, but by 1859 Sharps had perfected his system. Had the Union Army committed to this weapon system at the beginning of the war, Union soldiers would have enjoyed a huge advantage on the battlefield. Instead, the hidebound U.S. Ordnance Department, under the direction of Brigadier General James W. Ripley, refused to approve the universal arming of the Union Army with this technological marvel on the grounds that it would waste ammunition. Consequently, Sharps had to promote his weapons personally. His rifle eventually was issued to select units of marksmen, while his carbine served as a cavalry weapon. In 1860 Christopher M. Spencer patented the first successful breech-loading repeating rifled carbine. Spencer confronted the same problems experienced by Sharps and thus had to personally promite his system. In March 1863 Spencer demonstrated a seven-shot repeating rifle to the Army of the Cumberland, based in Tennessee. Impressed, Brigadier General John T. Wilder secured a loan from his hometown bank so his Lightning Brigade of mounted infantry could purchase the rifles. They proved to be extremely useful thereafter, with one officer calling them “the most effective and complete weapon for actual service ever placed in the hands of a soldier.” In the East, Major General John Buford’s cavalry division famously employed its seven-shot Spencer carbines to delay the Confederate infantry advance on the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). These carbines became the standard firearm of the U.S. Cavalry for the duration of the war. In September 1863, a new chief of the Ordnance Department, Brigadier General George D. Ramsay, recognized the obvious superiority of the breechloader and authorized a much larger volume of purchase so the infantry could obtain them. In March 1865 shortly before the war’s end, Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton recommended the universal adoption of breech-loading firearms for military service. President Abraham Lincoln, in turn, had a keen interest in modern technology and also welcomed an opportunity to relax from the stress of his office, as the following excerpt from the diary of John M. Hay reveals. Hay served as a personal secretary to Lincoln and maintained a diary covering most of the war years. Hay refers to the Connecticut-born Spencer as “a quiet little Yankee” and alludes to Spencer’s years of promotional efforts to get the War Department to purchase his repeater.
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This evening and yesterday evening an hour was spent by the President in shooting with Spencer’s new repeating rifle. A wonderful gun, loading with absolutely contemptible simplicity and ease with seven balls & firing the whole readily & deliberately in less than half a minute. The President made some pretty good shots. Spencer, the inventor, a quiet little Yankee who sold himself in relentless slavery to his idea for six weary years before it was perfect, did some splendid shooting. My shooting was the most lamentably bad. My eyes are gradually failing. I can scarcely see the target two inches wide at thirty yards.

Source: Tyler Dennett, ed., Lincoln and the Civil War in the Diaries and Letters of John Hay (New York: Dodd, Mead, 1939), 82.

114. C. H. Crane: Inspection Report on Fort Delaware (September 3, 1863) [Excerpts]

Introduction

The care of prisoners of war during the Civil War ranged from tolerable to terrible. Prison conditions in both the North and the South were often brutal. After the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863), the Union forces in the East held a large number of Confederate prisoners of war. They were sent to several prisons, including the notorious Fort Delaware. As a prison inspector reported on September 3, 1863, conditions at the prison were deplorable. Built on a marshy island as a coastal defense fortification, the six-acre fort housed some 13,000 men. Living in such crowded conditions, served an inadequate diet, and forced to drink putrid water, some 2,700 prisoners died from the combination of malnutrition and disease. Scurvy and dysentery were particularly prevalent. The prison commander, Brigadier General Albin F. Schoepf, was so brutal that Confederate prisoners referred to him as “General Terror.” Had the North lost the war, Schoepf probably would have faced trial, just as happened to his counterpart, Confederate captain Henry Wirz, the notorious commander of Andersonville Prison in Georgia.
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Col. WILLIAM HOFFMAN,

Commissary. General of Prisoners, Washington, D.C.:

There are 8,000 prisoners of war at this point, and they have been much crowded together, sick and well, in the same barracks, which it has been impossible to keep clean. The opening of a new hospital at this post which contains 600 beds will improve the condition of affairs very much, and the separation of the sick will improve their sanitary condition immensely…. I do not consider Fort Delaware a desirable location, in a sanitary point of view, for a large depot of prisoners. The ground is wet and marshy and the locality favorable for the development of malarious diseases. There have been many deaths at this place from typhoid fever, the result of their being crowded together in large numbers in a confined space.

C. H. CRANE.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 2, Vol. 6.

115. Daniel Harvey Hill: Essay Excerpt on the Battle of Chickamauga (1863)

Introduction

After the defeat at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) and the loss of Vicksburg (July 4, 1863), the South was in a difficult strategic situation. Then in mid-August, Union major general William S. Rosecrans launched an offensive toward Chattanooga, Tennessee, compelling General Braxton Bragg to abandon that city on September 6. Chattanooga was a key gateway city. Union possession of Chattanooga opened a route for an advance into northern Georgia and on to Atlanta. To retrieve the situation, reinforcements from all over the South, including two divisions from General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, joined Bragg’s army. On September 19–20, 1863, the greatest battle of the war in the western theater, the Battle of Chickamauga, occurred. The battle featured the most successful infantry charge of the war when soldiers from Lee’s army advanced alongside men from the Army of Tennessee in a pulverizing blow that pierced Rosecrans’s center, routed half the Union army, and drove the remnants back to Chattanooga. Rosecrans’s army lost at least 16,170 men, while Bragg’s ferocious assaults cost the Confederates at least 18,454 casualties. Bragg’s subsequent indecision fumbled the South’s last offensive opportunity. Lieutenant General Daniel H. Hill commanded a corps in Bragg’s army. Subsequently, amid the widespread command dissension that afflicted the Army of Tennessee, Hill recommended that Bragg be relieved of command for incompetence. The following excerpt from an essay Hill wrote in 1887 for the celebrated compilation Battles and Leaders of the Civil War provides Hill’s assessment of the South’s lost opportunity at Chickamauga.
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Whatever blunders each of us in authority committed before the battles of the 19th and 20th, and during their progress, the great blunder of all was that of not pursuing the enemy on the 21st. The day was spent in burying the dead and gathering up captured stores. Forrest, with his usual promptness, was early in the saddle, and saw that the retreat was a rout. Disorganized masses of men were hurrying to the rear; batteries of artillery were inextricably mixed with trains of wagons; disorder and confusion pervaded the broken ranks struggling to get on. Forrest sent back word to Bragg that “every hour was worth a thousand men.” But the commander-in-chief did not know of the victory until the morning of the 21st, and then he did not order a pursuit. Rosecrans spent the day and the night of the 21st in hurrying his trains out of town. A breathing-space was allowed him; the panic among his troops subsided, and Chattanooga—the objective point of the campaign—was held. There was no more splendid fighting in ’61, when the flower of the Southern youth was in the field, than was displayed in those bloody days of September, ’63. But it seems to me that the elan of the Southern soldier was never seen after Chickamauga—that brilliant dash which had distinguished him was gone forever. He was too intelligent not to know that the cutting in two of Georgia meant death to all his hopes. He knew that Longstreet’s absence was imperiling Lee’s safety, and that what had to be done must be done quickly. The delay in striking was exasperating to him; the failure to strike after the success was crushing to all his longings for an independent South. He fought stoutly to the last, but, after Chickamauga, with the sullenness of despair and without the enthusiasm of hope.

That “barren victory” sealed the fate of the Southern Confederacy.

Source: Daniel H. Hill, “Chickamauga—The Great Battle of the West,” in Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, Vol. 3 (New York: Century, 1887–1888), 662.

116. J. S. Fullerton: Excerpt about Major General George H. Thomas at the Battle of Chickamauga (1887)

Introduction

The Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) was the largest engagement of the war in the western theater. By 2:00 p.m. on the battle’s second day, an overwhelming Confederate assault had driven about two-thirds of the Army of the Cumberland from the field, including its commander, Major General William S. Rosecrans. Only the corps commanded by Major General George H. Thomas continued to hold its position. Thomas was a Union-loyal Virginian, a veteran professional soldier who had consistently displayed talent but had not received commensurate promotion because of his Southern birth. At Chickamauga, his corps defended the Union left along a wooded elevation known as Horseshoe Ridge. While Thomas’s soldiers stubbornly clung to their ground, Confederate forces threatened to engulf the Horseshoe Ridge position. Major General Gordon Granger, the Union commander of the Reserve Corps, displayed fine initiative by marching to the sound of the guns. One of Granger’s brigades, commanded by Brigadier General James B. Steedman, reached a key height, Snodgrass Hill, just as the Confederates had occupied a commanding position behind Thomas’s line. Steedman’s counterattack allowed the balance of Thomas’s force to form a U-shaped line that resisted repeated Confederate attacks until darkness came and Thomas ordered a retreat. Chickamauga was the greatest Confederate victory in the western theater. However, it proved devoid of strategic benefit for the South when Confederate general Braxton Bragg failed to exploit his victory. Consequently, the Union army was able to retreat to the key city of Chattanooga and defend the city until reinforcements arrived. Thomas’s stubborn stand at Chickamauga gave the Union this opportunity. He subsequently received the complimentary name “The Rock of Chickamauga” for his skillful defense against overwhelming odds. When Major General Ulysses S. Grant relieved Rosecrans of command, he chose Thomas to replace him. Thomas proceeded to serve with great distinction for the rest of the war. By war’s end and afterward, he received recognition as one of a small handful of top-notch Union Army commanders. The following excerpt comes from a postwar essay written by Granger’s chief of staff. It recounts the Reserve Corps’ arrival on the field to reinforce Thomas and its dramatic intervention to save Thomas’s position.

Primary Source

All of this shattered Army of the Cumberland left on the field was with Thomas; but not more than one-fourth of the men of the army who went into battle at the opening were there. Thomas’s loss in killed and wounded during the two days had been dreadful. As his men dropped out his line was contracted to half its length. Now its flanks were bent back, conforming to ridges shaped like a horse-shoe.

On the part of Thomas and his men there was no thought but that of fighting. He was a soldier who had never retreated, who had never been defeated. He stood immovable, the “Rock of Chickamauga.” Never had soldiers greater love for a commander. He imbued them with his spirit, and their confidence in him was sublime.

To the right of Thomas’s line was a gorge, then a high ridge, nearly at right angles thereto, running east and west. Confederates under Kershaw (McLaws’s division of Hood’s corps) were passing through the gorge, together with Bushrod Johnson’s division, which Longstreet was strengthening with Hindman’s division; divisions were forming on this ridge for an assault; to their left the guns of a battery were being unlimbered for an enfilading fire. There was not a man to send against the force on the ridge, none to oppose this impending assault. The enemy saw the approaching colors of the Reserve Corps and hesitated.

At 1 o’clock Granger shook hands with Thomas. Something was said about forming to fight to the right and rear.

“Those men must be driven back,” said Granger, pointing to the gorge and ridge. “Can you do it?” asked Thomas.

“Yes. My men are fresh, and they are just the fellows for that work. They are raw troops, and they don’t know any better than to charge up there.”

Granger quickly sent Aleshire’s battery of 3-inch rifle guns which he brought up to Thomas’s left to assist in repelling another assault about to be made on the Kelly farm front. Whitaker’s and Mitchell’s brigades under Steedman were wheeled into position and projected against the enemy in the gorge and on the ridge. With ringing cheers they advanced in two lines by double-quick over open fields, through weeds waist-high, through a little valley, then up the ridge. The enemy opened on them first with artillery, then with a murderous musketry fire. When well up the ridge the men, almost exhausted, were halted for breath. They lay on the ground two or three minutes, then came the command “Forward!” Brave, bluff old Steedman, with a regimental flag in his hand, led the way. On went the lines, firing as they ran and bravely receiving a deadly and continuous fire from the enemy on the summit. The Confederates began to break and in another minute were flying down the southern slope of the ridge. In twenty minutes from the beginning of the charge the ridge had been carried.

Granger’s hat had been torn by a fragment of shell; Steedman had been wounded; Whitaker had been wounded, and four of his five staff-officers killed or mortally wounded. Of Steedman’s two brigades, numbering 3500, twenty per cent had been killed and wounded in that twenty minutes; and the end was not yet.

Source: J. S. Fullerton, “Reenforcing Thomas at Chickamauga,” in Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, Vol. 3 (New York: Century, 1887–1888), 667.

117. Sam R. Watkins: Book Excerpt, Aftermath of the Battle of Chickamauga (1863)

Introduction

Confederate private Sam R. Watkins (1839–1901) of the Maury Grays (Company H), First Tennessee Regiment, first published his Civil War memoir as a newspaper serial in 1881. After enlisting at the age of 21, he fought in numerous major battles in Mississippi, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Georgia. Of some 3,200 recruits who joined his unit throughout the war, only 65 remained in the ranks by the final surrender. Watkins’s account spares no detail, ranging from the hundreds of men he killed in battle to the suffering of the wounded and his contempt for many of the officers. In this excerpt, he describes his feelings in the aftermath of the Battle of Chickamauga (September 19–20, 1863) in Tennessee. Chickamauga was the greatest Confederate victory in the western theater. However, it cost the Confederate Army of the Tennessee more than 18,000 casualties and proved devoid of strategic benefit for the South when Confederate General Braxton Bragg failed to exploit his victory.

Primary Source

We remained upon the battlefield of Chickamauga all night. Everything had fallen into our hands. We had captured a great many prisoners and small arms, and many pieces of artillery and wagons and provisions. The Confederate and Federal dead, wounded, and dying were everywhere scattered over the battlefield. Men were lying where they fell, shot in every conceivable part of the body. Some with their entrails torn out and still hanging to them and piled up on the ground beside them, and they still alive. Some with their under jaw torn off, and hanging by a fragment of skin to their cheeks, with their tongues lolling from their mouth, and they trying to talk. Some with both eyes shot out, with one eye hanging down on their cheek. In fact, you might walk over the battlefield and find men shot from the crown of the head to the tip end of the toe. And then to see all those dead, wounded and dying horses, their heads and tails drooping, and they seeming to be so intelligent as if they comprehended everything. I felt like shedding a tear for those innocent dumb brutes.

Reader, a battlefield, after the battle, is a sad and sorrowful sight to look at. The glory of war is but the glory of battle, the shouts, and cheers, and victory.

A soldier’s life is not a pleasant one. It is always, at best, one of privations and hardships. The emotions of patriotism and pleasure hardly counterbalance the toil and suffering that he has to undergo in order to enjoy his patriotism and pleasure. Dying on the field of battle and glory is about the easiest duty a soldier has to undergo. It is the living, marching, fighting, shooting soldier that has the hardships of war to carry. When a brave soldier is killed he is at rest. The living soldier knows not at what moment he, too, may be called on to lay down his life on the altar of his country. The dead are heroes, the living are but men compelled to do the drudgery and suffer the privations incident to the thing called “glorious war.”

Source: Sam R. Watkins, “Co. Aytch”: A Side Show of the Big Show (New York: Collier Books, 1962), 109–110.

118. John Hay: Diary Entry about the Battle of Chickamauga and Its Aftermath (September 27, 1863)

Introduction

On September 19–20, 1863, the greatest battle of the war in the western theater, the Battle of Chickamauga, occurred. It proved to be the South’s greatest tactical victory in that theater of war. Union major general William S. Rosecrans retreated with his demoralized Army of the Cumberland into nearby Chattanooga, Tennessee. During the subsequent days, it was unclear if he would be able to hold this key city. Accordingly, on the night of September 23, President Abraham Lincoln convened a meeting with his senior military adviser, Major General Henry W. Halleck, and Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton to discuss how to send reinforcements to Chattanooga. Lincoln resolved to transfer two corps belonging to the Army of the Potomac by rail to Tennessee. Lincoln appointed Major General Joseph Hooker to command these two corps. Civilian railroad executives contributed their management expertise to the complex operation. In a powerful display of the North’s material advantages compared to the South, some 20,000 men and 3,000 draft animals moved 1,157 miles from Manassas, Virginia, to Bridgeport, Tennessee, in less than three weeks. The first reinforcements reached Bridgeport in only five days. Two corps commanded by Major General William T. Sherman subsequently joined them. On October 23, 1863, Major General Ulysses S. Grant arrived in Chattanooga, where he found the Army of the Cumberland, now under the command of Major General George B. Thomas, besieged and starving. Grant assumed command of all the forces and devised a brilliant plan to open a supply line to Chattanooga beginning on October 26, 1863. Grant’s victorious campaign culminated with a successful breakout that routed the Confederate troops investing Chattanooga at the Battle of Missionary Ridge (November 25, 1863). The strategic mobility provided by the North’s railroads proved to be an essential component in the victory at Chattanooga. John C. Hay served as a personal secretary to Lincoln and maintained a diary covering most of the war years. In the following excerpt, Hay describes the scene as fragmentary information about the Battle of Chickamauga and its aftermath is arriving in Washington, D.C. Hay relates Secretary of War Stanton’s poor opinion of Rosecrans and two of his corps commanders, Major General Alexander M. McCook and Major General Thomas L. Crittenden.
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On Wednesday night, the 23d, coming home I found on my table some interesting despatches from the rebel papers which I thought the President would like to read. They contained pretty full accounts of rebel losses in the late battles: among other things chronicling the death of B. Hardin Helm, Mrs. L’s brother-in-law, who spent some time with the family here and was made a paymaster by the President. I took them over to the War Department to give them to an orderly to carry to the President. I found there the Sec. of War who was just starting to the Soldiers’ Home to request the President to come to the Department to attend a council to be held there that night, rendered expedient, as he said, by recent despatches from Chattanooga.

While I was in the room they were endeavoring to decipher an intricate message from Rosecrans giving reasons for the failure of the battle. The Sec says, “I know the reasons well enough. Rosecrans ran away from his fighting men and did not stop for 13 miles.” A moment after he broke in, “no, they need not shuffle it off on McCook. He is not much of a soldier. I never was in favor of him for a Major Gen. But he is not accountable for this business. He & Crittenden both made pretty good time away from the fight to Chattanooga, but Rosecrans beat them both.”

I went out to the Soldiers’ Home, through a splendid moonlight & found the Tycoon abed. I delivered my message to him as he robed himself & he was considerably disturbed. I assured him as far as I could that it meant nothing serious, but he thought otherwise, as it was the first time Stanton had ever sent for him. When we got in, however, we found a despatch from Rosecrans stating that he could hold Chattanooga against double his number; could not be taken until after a great battle; his stampede evidently over.

They came together to discuss the practicability of reinforcing Rosecrans from Meade. Present: A. Lincoln, Halleck, Stanton, Seward, Chase, Watson & Hardie, and for awhile McCallum. It was resolved to do it. The 11th and 12th Corps were selected for the purpose, Hooker to be placed in command of both. Finished the evening with a supper by Stanton at one o’clock, where few ate.

Source: Tyler Dennett, ed., Lincoln and the Civil War in the Diaries and Letters of John Hay (New York: Dodd, Mead, 1939), 92–93.

119. James H. Gooding: Letter Protesting Unequal Pay for African American Troops (September 28, 1863)

Introduction

During the war, some 186,097 African Americans (called “colored troops”) served in the Union Army. When engaged in combat, they encountered hatred from their foes. While some Northern whites applauded the willingness of African Americans to enlist, more often these troops confronted prejudice within their own army as well. An example is the unequal pay issue that is the subject of Corporal James H. Gooding’s letter to President Abraham Lincoln. Gooding served in the 54th Massachusetts Regiment (Colored), one of only four state-designated black units (the balance were taken under direct control by the War Department and designated as “U.S. Colored Troops”). Colonel Robert G. Shaw commanded the regiment. On July 18, 1863, the 54th Massachusetts figured prominently in the attack on Battery Wagner, one of the Confederate fortifications guarding Charleston Harbor. Although the regiment fought gallantly, suffering 272 casualties including the death of Colonel Shaw, the assault failed. The regiment had been promised pay equal to white soldiers but instead had money withheld. Withholding pay to cover costs of clothing was not done in white units. Gooding wrote his protest letter, and many white officers did the same. In addition, to protest this injustice, the black soldiers in the regiment routinely boycotted the pay tables each month. The following year, Congress granted equal pay to black and white soldiers and made the decision retroactive. Gooding himself was wounded and captured at the Battle of Olustee (February 20, 1864) in Florida and subsequently died at Andersonville Prison.

Primary Source

Morris Island [S.C.]. Sept 28th 1863.

Your Excelency will pardon the presumtion of an humble individual like myself, in addressing you but the earnest Solicitation of my Comrades in Arms, besides the genuine interest felt by myself in the matter is my excuse, for placing before the Executive head of the Nation our Common Grievance: On the 6th of the last Month, the Paymaster of the department, informed us, that if we would decide to recieve the sum of $10 (ten dollars) per month, he would come and pay us that sum, but, that, on the sitting of Congress, the Regt would, in his opinion, be allowed the other 3 (three.) He did not give us any guarantee that this would be, as he hoped, certainly he had no authority for making any such guarantee, and we can not supose him acting in any way interested. Now the main question is. Are we Soldiers, or are we LABOURERS. We are fully armed, and equipped, have done all the various Duties, pertaining to a Soldiers life, have conducted ourselves, to the complete satisfaction of General Officers, who, were if any, prejudiced against us, but who now accord us all the encouragement, and honour due us: have shared the perils, and Labour, of Reducing the first stronghold, that flaunted a Traitor Flag: and more, Mr President. Today, the Anglo Saxon Mother, Wife, or Sister, are not alone, in tears for departed Sons, Husbands, and Brothers. The patient Trusting Decendants of Africs Clime, have dyed the ground with blood, in defense of the Union, and Democracy. Men too your Excellency, who know in a measure, the cruelties of the Iron heel of oppression, which in years gone by, the very Power, their blood is now being spilled to maintain, ever ground them to the dust. But When the war trumpet sounded o’er the land, when men knew not the Friend from the Traitor, the Black man laid his life at the Altar of the Nation,—and he was refused. When the arms of the Union, were beaten, in the first year of the War, And the Executive called more food. for its ravaging maw, again the black man begged, the privelege of Aiding his Country in her need, to be again refused, And now, he is in the War: and how has he conducted himself? Let their dusky forms, rise up, out the mires of James Island, and give the answer. Let the rich mould around Wagners parapets be upturned, and there will be found an Eloquent answer. Obedient and patient, and Solid as a wall are they. all we lack, is a paler hue, and a better acquaintance with the Alphabet. Now Your Excellency, We have done a Soldiers Duty. Why cant we have a Soldiers pay? You caution the Rebel Chieftain, that the United States, knows, no distinction, in her Soldiers: She insists on having all her Soldiers, of whatever, creed or Color, to be treated, according to the usages of War. Now if the United States exacts uniformity of treatment of her Soldiers, from the Insurgents, would it not be well, and consistent, to set the example herself, by paying all her Soldiers alike? We of this Regt. were not enlisted under any “contraband” act. But we do not wish to be understood, as rating our Service, of more Value to the Government, than the service of the exslave, Their Service is undoubtedly worth much to the Nation, but Congress made express, provision touching their case, as slaves freed by military necessity, and assuming the Government, to be their temporary Gaurdian:—Not so with us—Freemen by birth, and consequently, having the advantage of thinking, and acting for ourselves, so far as the Laws would allow us. We do not consider ourselves fit subjects for the Contraband act. We appeal to You, Sir: as the Executive of the Nation, to have us Justly Dealt with. The Regt, do pray, that they be assured their service will be fairly appreciated, by paying them as american SOLDIERS, not as menial hierlings. Black men You may well know, are poor, three dollars per month, for a year, will suply their needy Wives, and little ones, with fuel. If you, as chief Magistrate of the Nation, will assure us, of our whole pay. We are content, our Patriotism, our enthusiasm will have a new impetus, to exert our energy more and more to aid Our Country. Not that our hearts ever flagged, in Devotion, spite the evident apathy displayed in our behalf, but We feel as though, our Country spurned us, now we are sworn to serve her.

Please give this a moments attention

James Henry Gooding

Source: Letters Received, Series 360, Colored Troops Division, Adjutant General’s Office, Record Group 94, National Archives, Washington, D.C.

120. Samuel Beckwith: Book Excerpt on Union Telegraph Operations (1863)

Introduction

Initially, the Union Army had two competing telegraph services: one military and one civilian. In the summer of 1861, the Union Signal Corps officer Major Albert J. Meyers created a so-called flying telegraph train designed for quickly stringing temporary telegraph lines. These trains hauled hand-carried reels that held several miles of light wire, lightweight lance poles fitted with insulators, telegraph sets, and tool kits. However, the need to use heavy storage batteries to provide the electricity constrained mobility. Signaling also required skilled specialists to transmit messages. Meanwhile, the civilian service developed techniques that sent signals faster and more reliably than Signal Corps operators. When the civilian service designed increasingly more portable batteries, the War Department turned all telegraphic signaling responsibilities over to it. The Signal Corps continued to build the actual telegraph lines. Except for the Second Vicksburg Campaign (April 1–July 4, 1863), Major General Ulysses S. Grant was in direct telegraphic communication with his superiors during most of his field operations. Via telegraph, he kept them informed and received information about enemy movements. As he became increasingly important to the Union war effort, Washington provided him with a secret cipher that could not be broken by the Confederates even if they intercepted any of his messages. Only his cipher operator, Samuel H. Beckwith, a civilian employee of the U.S. Military Telegraph, had access to the key. Beckwith was strictly enjoined not to share the cipher with anyone, including members of Grant’s staff. Grant wrote his orders in longhand, and Beckwith then encoded and transmitted them. In the following excerpt, Beckwith describes how messages were kept secret.

Primary Source

In the month of September, 1863, I was appointed cipher operator or cryptographer to gen. Grant, and thenceforward I accompanied him personally during his campaigns, having exclusive charge of his cipher correspondence. So much has been written about the cipher corps and codes in recent years that an extended reference to either of them would be a needless expenditure of time. I will make therefore only passing comment.

Anson Stager, David H. Bates, Charles Tinker and Albert B. Chandler were employed at the War Department at Washington as cipher constructors, if I may so use the words. It was their business to devise suitably complex and comprehensible codes so as to baffle any curious enemy into whose hands a message might fall. The key to the cipher code was given of course to the operator. Naturally the success of the code depended upon its non-solvability by anyone except the man in possession of the key, and that non-solvability was a characteristic of these codes can be readily inferred from the following paragraph which I take from my scrap book, an extract from an article in the Telegraph Age of September 16, 1898:

“Arbitrary words were used to represent proper names and also many ordinary words and military phrases. The words of the entire body of the despatch, after being concealed in this manner, were then arranged in or over a thousand possible combinations, the particular combination was indicated by a key word, and as each combination had several key words, it was not necessary to use the same one twice in succession. As a feature of the combination blind words were interspersed at regular or varying intervals, which in translation were of course discarded. When finally prepared for transmission the despatch was wholly unintelligible to the transmitting or receiving operator, and no case can be recalled of the enemy having translated a Federal despatch.”

Source: David L. Wilson and John Y. Simon, eds., “Samuel H. Beckwith: ‘Grant’s Shadow,’” in Ulysses S. Grant: Essays and Documents (Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1981), 84. Copyright © 1981 by the Ulysses S. Grant Association. Reproduced by permission of the publisher.

121. John A. Dahlgren: Report on the Confederate Torpedo Boat David (October 7, 1863)

Introduction

The Union possessed overwhelming naval superiority. Whereas Northern mills and foundries produced the materials to build a large fleet of modern vessels, the South lacked the armor and engines to complete more than a handful of ironclads. Unable to match the North’s construction program, the South turned to poor man’s stopgaps including marine mines, which during the Civil War were called torpedoes. The Confederates developed two types of marine torpedoes. One detonated when a vessel contacted it, and the other was set off by an electric current through a wire transmitted by a shore-based operator. Soldiers and sailors deployed these torpedoes to protect important harbors such as Charleston Harbor in South Carolina. In addition, off Charleston Harbor the Confederates tried to use torpedoes as offensive weapons. They built a torpedo boat named the David, a 54-foot-long cigar-shaped vessel that floated low in the water so that it was difficult to detect. Equipped with a spar torpedo (an explosive device attached to a pole), the David attacked the New Ironsides on the night of October 5, 1863. The torpedo damaged but did not sink the Union vessel. The attack alarmed Rear Admiral John A. Dahlgren, commander of the U.S. Navy’s South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. In a confidential report, excerpted below, to Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, Dahlgren presciently predicted that a new era of naval warfare had begun.
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U.S. Flagship Philadelphia, Confidential

At Sea, October 7, 1863

My Dear Sir: I sent you a lengthy official report of the new torpedo vessel “David” to which I will only add a few lines.

Among the many inventions with which I have been familiar, I have seen none that acted so perfectly at first trial.

The secrecy, rapidity of movement, control of direction and precise explosion, indicate, I think, the introduction of the torpedo element as a means of certain warfare. It can be ignored no longer. If sixty pounds of powder why not 600?

Source: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 15 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1902), 13.

122. Abraham Lincoln: Gettysburg Address (November 19, 1863)

Introduction

The Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) is often regarded as ending the high-water mark of the Confederacy and a turning point in the Civil War. The Union victory ended General Robert E. Lee’s invasion of Pennsylvania. Lee’s army began retreating on July 4 after a battle in which total losses for both sides numbered more than 40,000 men killed, wounded, or missing. On November 19, 1863, Abraham Lincoln attended the dedication of a national cemetery at Gettysburg. His brief address to an estimated crowd of 15,000 followed a two-hour oration by the popular speaker Edward Everett. Lincoln’s political enemies mocked the speech’s brevity, but its eloquent prose was soon widely quoted. Later a legend grew up around the speech saying that Lincoln had scribbled it on the back of an envelope while on the train from Washington. In fact, the president had prepared his speech in advance, working through several drafts. Americans have looked to this address as representing a noble vision of America and the sacrifice that is often needed to attain that vision.

Primary Source

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not consecrate—we can not hallow—this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.

Source: Alexander Bliss, Autograph Leaves of Our Country’s Authors (Baltimore: Cushings and Bailey, 1864).

123. George G. Meade: Letter about Grant (December 20, 1863)

Introduction

From the start of the Civil War through the end of 1863, President Abraham Lincoln had searched for a general to win the war. Lincoln met that man, Ulysses S. Grant, on March 9, 1864. After Grant’s string of victories in the West, Lincoln summoned him to Washington, D.C., and entrusted him with command of the Union Army. The officers of the Army of the Potomac, the major Union army in the east, had reacted to Grant’s western victories with a mixture of pleasure and jealousy. They believed that Grant had defeated second-rate opponents. In contrast, they thought that the Army of the Potomac had faced the South’s best: General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Among those Army of the Potomac officers was Major General George G. Meade, the victor of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). The following excerpt, written by Meade, is a reply to his wife’s query about Grant. The “irregular habits” that Meade mentions refer to Grant’s problems with alcohol. During the prewar years, Grant had a bad drinking problem. During the Civil War and after, he mastered it. After Meade wrote this letter, he and Grant would cooperate closely. When Grant decided to accompany the Army of the Potomac, he had to prove himself to skeptical officers and men alike. One poor, though understandable, decision that Grant made was to leave Meade in command of the Army of the Potomac. Meade expected Grant to replace him, but when the two met, Grant decided that he liked Meade and that it would be unfair to remove him from command. Thus, there would be two sets of field headquarters trying to operate simultaneously, with Grant making the overall decisions and Meade trying to implement them. Meade agreed with a reporter’s depiction of this command structure: “The Army of the Potomac, directed by Grant, commanded by Meade, and led by Hancock, Sedgwick, and Warren” (the three corps commanders). Maintaining parallel army headquarters proved to be inefficient and wasted valuable time. Overall, as the Army of the Potomac prepared for the campaign of 1864, most officers and men held a wait-and-see attitude about Grant. They wanted to see how he would do against Lee.
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You ask me about Grant. It is difficult for me to reply. I knew him as a young man in the Mexican war, at which time he was considered a clever young officer, but nothing extraordinary. He was compelled to resign some years before the present war, owing to his irregular habits. I think his great characteristic is indomitable energy and great tenacity of purpose. He certainly has been very successful, and that is nowadays the measure of reputation. The enemy, however, have never had in any of their Western armies either the generals or the troops they have had in Virginia, nor has the country been so favorable for them there as here. Grant has undoubtedly shown very superior abilities, and is I think justly entitled to all the honors they propose to bestow upon him.

Source: George Meade, ed., The Life and Letters of George Gordon Meade (New York: Scriber, 1913), 162–163.

124. John R. Thompson: Song, “Richmond Is a Hard Road to Travel” (1863)

Introduction

Written in 1863 by John R. Thompson, the editor of the Southern Literary Messenger, the song “Richmond Is a Hard Road to Travel” satirized repeated Union attempts to capture the Confederate capital of Richmond. Individual stanzas referred to specific failed Union efforts, beginning with the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861) through to the First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862). In his lyrics, Thompson alluded to various generals. “Stonewall” is Confederate general Thomas J. Jackson, “Wooly Horse” refers to Union brigadier general John C. Frémont, and “Commissary Banks” is Union major general Nathaniel P. Banks, who lost so much of his supply train to the Confederates that they called him their commissary of supply. Thompson set his lyrics to a popular hymn, “Jordan Is a Hard Road to Travel,” composed by the well-known minstrel show performer Daniel D. Emmett. Back in 1859, Emmett had composed a song that would later be published under the title “I Wish I Was in Dixie’s Land.” The South quickly adopted the tune as an anthem to celebrate the Southern way of life. While entertaining, Thompson’s song never received close to the widespread popularity of Emmett’s “Dixie.” However, songs such as “Richmond Is a Hard Road to Travel” helped bolster civilian and soldier morale in the South.
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Would you like to hear my song? I’m afraid it’s rather long,

Of the famous “On to Richmond” double trouble;

Of the half a dozen trips and half a dozen slips

And the very latest bursting of the bubble.

’Tis pretty hard to sing and, like a round, round ring,

’Tis a dreadful knotty puzzle to unravel;

Though all the papers swore, when we touched Virginia’s shore,

That Richmond was a hard road to travel.

Then pull off your coat and roll up your sleeve,

For Richmond is a hard road to travel.

Then pull off your coat and roll up your sleeve,

For Richmond is a hard road to travel, I believe.

First McDowell, bold and gay, set forth the shortest way

By Manassas in the pleasant summer weather

But unfortunately ran on a Stonewall (foolish man!)

And had a rocky journey altogether.

And he found it rather hard to ride over Beauregard

And Johnston proved a deuce of a bother.

’Twas clear beyond a doubt that he didn’t like the route

And a second time would have to try another.

Then pull off your coat and roll up your sleeve,

For Manassas is a hard road to travel.

Manassas gave us fits, and Bull Run made us grieve,

For Richmond is a hard road to travel, I believe.

Next came the Wooly Horse with an overwhelming force

To march down to Richmond by the Valley,

But he couldn’t find the road, and his onward movement showed

His campaigning was a mere shilly-shally.

Then Commissary Banks, with his motley foreign ranks

Kicking up a great noise, fuss, and flurry,

Lost the whole of his supplies and with tears in his eyes

From the Stonewall ran away in a hurry.

Then pull off your coat and roll up your sleeve,

For the Valley is a hard road to travel.

The Valley wouldn’t do, and we all had to leave,

For Richmond is a hard road to travel, I believe.

Then the great Galena came, with her portholes all aflame,

And the Monitor, that famous naval wonder,

But the guns at Drury’s Bluff gave them speedily enough

The loudest sort of reg’lar Rebel thunder.

The Galena was astonished and the Monitor admonished,

Our patent shot and shell were mocked at,

While the dreadful Naugatuck, by the hardest kind of luck,

Was knocked into an ugly cocked hat.

Then pull off your coat and roll up your sleeve,

For James River is a hard road to travel.

The gunboats gave up in terror and despair,

For Richmond is a hard road to travel, I declare.

Then McClellan followed soon, both with spade and balloon,

To try the Peninsular approaches,

But one and all agreed that his best rate of speed

Was no faster than the slowest of slow coaches.

Instead of easy ground, at Williamsburg he found

A Longstreet indeed and nothing shorter.

And it put him in the dumps that spades wasn’t trumps

And the Hills he couldn’t level “as he orter!”

Then pull off your coat and roll up your sleeve,

For Longstreet is a hard road to travel.

Lay down the shovel and throw away the spade,

For Richmond is a hard road to travel, I’m afraid.

Then said Lincoln unto Pope, “You can make the trip, I hope.

I will save the universal Yankee nation!

To make sure of no defeat, I’ll leave no lines of retreat,

And issue a famous proclamation!”

But that same dreaded Jackson, this fella laid his whacks on

And made him, by compulsion, a seceder.

Pope took rapid flight from Manassas’ second fight,

’Twas his very last appearance as a leader.

Then pull off your coat and roll up your sleeve,

Stonewall is a hard road to travel.

Pope did his very best but was evidently sold,

For Richmond is a hard road to travel, I am told.

Last of all Burnside, with his pontoon bridges, tried

A road no one had thought of before him,

With two hundred thousand men for the Rebel slaughter pen

And the blessed Union flag waving o’er him.

He met a fire like hell of canister and shell

That mowed down his men with great slaughter.

’Twas a shocking sight to view, that second Waterloo,

And the river ran with more blood than water.

Then pull off your coat and roll up your sleeve,

Rappahannock is a hard road to travel.

Burnside got in a trap, which caused for him to grieve,

For Richmond is a hard road to travel, I believe.

We are very much perplexed to know who is the next

To command the new Richmond expedition,

For the capital must blaze, and that in ninety days,

And Jeff and his men be sent to perdition.

We’ll take the cursed town, and then we’ll burn it down

And plunder and hang each cursed Rebel.

Yet the contraband was right when he told us they would fight:

“Oh, yes, massa, dey will fight like the debil!”

Then pull off your coat and roll up your sleeve,

For Richmond is a hard road to travel.

Then pull off your coat and roll up your sleeve,

For Richmond is a hard road to travel, I believe.

Source: John R. Thompson, “Richmond Is a Hard Road to Travel” (1863).

125. J. H. Tomb and J. F. Green: Operations of the Confederate Torpedo Boat H. L. Hunley (March 7, 1864, and January 1865)

Introduction

Unable to match the North’s naval construction program, the South turned to poor man’s stopgaps, including marine mines that during the Civil War were called torpedoes. Off Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, the Confederates tried to use torpedoes as offensive weapons. They built a submersible torpedo boat, eventually named the H. L. Hunley after its inventor Horace L. Hunley. After some sea trials using towed torpedoes, workers equipped it with a spar torpedo (an explosive device attached to a pole). The H. L. Hunley did not have an engine. For propulsion, an eight-man crew operated a crankshaft that turned a propeller. The vessel could remain submerged only as long as the oxygen on board lasted. Twice during training the vessel sank with the loss of 13 crew members, including Hunley himself. Salvaged and recrewed with volunteers, on the night of February 17, 1864, the H. L. Hunley sortied to attack USS Housatonic, which was on patrol several miles offshore. The H. L. Hunley moved just under the surface except for two deck hatches that protruded above the water. The deck officer of the Housatonic saw the H. L. Hunley approach, looking like “a plank on the water.” He ordered the anchor chain on the Housatonic slipped, backed the engines, and summoned the crew to quarters, but his efforts proved to be too late. The H. L. Hunley’s spar torpedo detonated against the Housatonic’s hull, causing the Union ship to sink. It was the first time in history that a submarine sank an enemy vessel. The H. L. Hunley failed to return to its base, its fate unknown until May 3, 1995, when divers discovered the submarine and its dead crew resting on the sea floor. What caused it to sink remains a matter of speculation. A Confederate engineer wrote the following note about the H. L. Hunley, poignantly calling it a “veritable coffin.” Whenever the Union Navy lost a ship, it held a formal court of inquiry. The second excerpt relates the findings of the court, which concluded that the officers of the Housatonic were blameless for the loss of their vessel.
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Proceedings of a Court of Inquiry Convened Aboard USS Wabash, February 26, 1864

U.S. STEAM FRIGATE WABASH, March 7, 1864.

The testimony having been closed, the court was cleared for deliberation, and after maturely considering the evidence adduced, find the following facts established:

First. That the U. S. S. Housatonic was blown up and sunk by a rebel torpedo craft on the night of February 17 last, about 9 o’clock p. m., while lying at an anchor in 27 feet of water off Charleston, S. C., bearing E. S. E., and distant from Fort Sumter about 5½ miles. The weather at the time of the occurrence was clear, the night bright and moonlight, wind moderate from the northward and westward, sea smooth and tide half ebb, the ship’s head about W. N. W.

Second. That between 8:45 and 9 o’clock p. m. on said night an object in the water was discovered almost simultaneously by the officer of the deck and the lookout stationed at the starboard cathead, on the starboard bow of the ship, about 75 or 100 yards distant, having the appearance of a log. That on further and closer observation it presented a suspicious appearance, moved apparently with a speed of 3 or 4 knots in the direction of the starboard quarter of the ship, exhibiting two protuberances above and making a slight ripple in the water.

Third. That the strange object approached the ship with a rapidity precluding a gun of the battery being brought to bear upon it, and finally came in contact with the ship on her starboard quarter.

Fourth. That about one and a half minutes after the first discovery of the strange object the crew were called to quarters, the cable slipped, and the engine backed.

Fifth. That an explosion occurred about three minutes after the first discovery of the object, which blew up the after part of the ship, causing her to sink immediately after to the bottom, with her spar deck submerged.

Sixth. That several shots from small arms were fired at the object while it was alongside or near the ship before the explosion occurred.

Seventh. That the watch on deck, ship, and ship’s battery were in all respects prepared for a sudden offensive or defensive movement; that lookouts were properly stationed and vigilance observed, and that officers and crew promptly assembled at their quarters.

Eighth. That order was preserved on board, and orders promptly obeyed by officers and crew up to the time of the sinking of the ship.

In view of the above facts the court have to express the opinion that no further military proceedings are necessary.

J. F. GREEN,

Captain and President.

JAS. B. YOUNG,

Second Lieutenant, U. S. Marines, Judge-Advocate.

Forwarded for the information of the Navy Department by,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. C. ROWAN,

Captain, Commanding South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Notes from Papers of First Engineer Tomb, Confederate Navy, Regarding the Submarine Torpedo Boat H. L. Hunley

CHARLESTON, S.C., January, 1865.

There was a submarine torpedo boat, not under the orders of the Navy, and I was ordered to tow her down the harbor three or four times by Flag-Officer Tucker, who also gave me orders to report as to her efficiency as well as safety. In my report to him I stated, “The only way to use a torpedo was on the same plan as the ‘David’ that is, a spar torpedo and to strike with his boat on the surface, the torpedo being lowered to 8 feet. Should she attempt to use a torpedo as Lieutenant Dixon intended, by submerging the boat and striking from below, the level of the torpedo would be above his own boat, and as she had little buoyancy and no power, the chances were the suction caused by the water passing into the sinking ship would prevent her rising to the surface, besides the possibility of his own boat being disabled.” Lieutenant Dixon was a very brave and cool-headed man, and had every confidence in his boat, but had great trouble when under the water from lack of air and light. At the time she made the attempt to dive under the receiving ship in Charleston Harbor, Lieutenant Dixon, James A. Eason, and myself stood on the wharf as she passed out and saw her dive, but she did not rise again, and after a week’s effort she was brought to the surface and the crew of 7 men were found in a bunch near the manhole. Lieutenant Dixon said they had failed to close the after valve.

The last night the “David” towed him down the harbor his torpedo got foul of us and came near blowing up both boats before we got it clear of the bottom, where it had drifted. I let him go after passing Fort Sumter, and on my making report of this, Flag-Officer Tucker refused to have the “David” tow him again. The power for driving this boat came from 7 or 8 men turning cranks attached to the propeller shaft, and when working at their best would make about 3 knots. She was very slow in turning, but would sink at a minute’s notice and at times without it. The understanding was that from the time of her construction at Mobile up to the time when she struck Housatonic not less than 33 men had lost their lives in her. She was a veritable coffin to this brave officer and his men.

J. H. TOMB

Source: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 15 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1902), 332–335.

126. James Longstreet: Letter Regarding the U.S. Presidential Election (March 5, 1864)

Introduction

No informed individual North or South doubted that the forthcoming presidential campaign in the spring of 1864 would be decisive. Four great armies confronted one another on two fronts. In northern Georgia, Major General William T. Sherman’s army group faced the Army of Tennessee, commanded by General Joseph E. Johnston. In Virginia, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s army group faced General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. November 1864 would see another presidential election in the North. Unless the Union forces made important progress toward winning the war, Northern war weariness promised to coalesce into political protest against the Abraham Lincoln administration. From his winter headquarters in eastern Tennessee, Lieutenant General James Longstreet, nicknamed Lee’s “Old War Horse” because of his dependability, explained the stakes in the following message written to the Confederate quartermaster general, Brigadier General Alexander R. Lawton. The letter reveals a keen understanding of the political dimensions of the Union war effort. Meanwhile, following his string of victories in the West, Lincoln had summoned Grant to Washington, D.C., in March 1864 and entrusted him with command of all the Union armies. Whether or not Lincoln was reelected depended on Grant’s leadership and decision making.
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HEADQUARTERS, Greeneville, East Tenn., March 5, 1864.

General A. R. LAWTON,

Quartermaster-General, Richmond, Va.:

GENERAL: Can’t you make arrangements for supplying us abundantly with corn, &c., by stopping the use of the railroad for any other than army purposes for forty days? It seems to me that it is almost essential to our safety. If we can make a telling campaign early in the spring we may be able to get an honorable peace in a short time; if we do not, the war will in all probability be prolonged, and no one can tell what may be the result. It will require extra exertions on your part, but I hope that it may not be impossible.

An effective campaign, early in the season, will have greater effect upon our people and upon our cause than anything that may happen at a later day. If we can break up the enemy’s arrangements early, and throw him back, he will not be able to recover his position nor his morale until the Presidential election is over, and we shall then have a new President to treat with. If Lincoln has any success early he will be able to get more men and may be able to secure his own re-election. In that event the war must go on for four years longer. Do let us all exert ourselves to the utmost of resources to finish the war in this year. I know that you are working hard and to great advantage now, but I have an idea that men are seldom worked to the utmost of their capacity, and if you are not I desire to urge you up to that point.

I remain, very respectfully and truly, your most obedient servant,

J. LONGSTREET,

Lieutenant-General.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 32, Part 3 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1891), 588.

127. Rufus Dawes: Letter about Grant (March 29, 1864)

Introduction

After Ulysses S. Grant’s string of victories in the West, President Abraham Lincoln summoned him to Washington, D.C., in March 1864 and entrusted him with command of all the Union armies. The officers of the Army of the Potomac, the major Union army in the East, had reacted to Grant’s western victories with a mixture of pleasure and jealousy. They believed that Grant had defeated second-rate opponents. In contrast, they thought that the Army of the Potomac had faced the South’s best: General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. The soldiers’ first glimpse of Grant came during a series of formal reviews in late March and early April 1864. The Army of the Potomac prided itself on its ability to look good on parade. In preparation for Grant’s inspection, they prepared meticulously. As Grant slowly rode along the ranks, the regiments cheered in succession, as they had been taught. Grant gave no sign of recognition of this compliment. As the following excerpt reveals, this annoyed Colonel Rufus R. Davis, the commander of the 6th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment. His regiment was part of the most famous unit in the army, the so-called Iron Brigade that consisted uniquely of western regiments. The soldiers wore distinctive black slouch hats instead of the regulation kepi. They had earned a reputation for valor at their first battle, the Battle of Groveton (August 28, 1862), part of the Second Bull Run Campaign, and enhanced that reputation on the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). As the Army of the Potomac prepared for the campaign of 1864, soldiers such as those in the Iron Brigade held a wait-and-see attitude about Grant. They wanted to see how he would do against Lee.
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Near Culpepper, March 29, 1864

(To my wife.)

I am going over some day soon to Culpepper to play chess with a rebel gentleman, named Mr. Mosee, who says “he has beaten the Confederate army and is anxious to beat the Union army.” This morning we stood shivering two hours in line of battle to be reviewed by General Grant. An incident occurred upon this review, which was characteristic of General Grant. The troops were drawn up in line of battalions en masse doubled on the centre. There was a cold drizzle of rain, and as General Grant, at the head of his staff and escort, rode slowly along in front of the line, regiment after regiment gave loud cheers in his honor as he approached. This had become customary in our army when the troops were reviewed by the commanding General. General Grant made no recognition of the intended compliment. I was in command of the regiment and observing this felt provoked. I turned to the regiment and said: “As General Grant does not seem to think our cheering worth notice, I will not call for cheers. Maintain your position as soldiers.” When General Grant came to the sixth Wisconsin, the military salutes required were performed with exact precision and the men stood motionless as statues. He evidently expected us to cheer him as the others had; but when he saw us performing only our exact and formal duties as soldiers, he took off his hat and made a low bow to us, and to our colors dipped in salute to him as commander of the army. It was to say, “I did not come here for a personal ovation.” It was a genuine Grantism and our men were highly pleased at it. They said, “Grant wants soldiers, not yaupers.”

Source: Rufus R. Dawes, Service with the Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers (Marietta, Ohio: E. R. Alderman and Sons, 1890), 241–242.

128. John B. Gordon: Book Excerpt on the Confederate Religious Revival (1864)

Introduction

The winter of 1863–1864 witnessed a religious revival within the ranks of the Confederate armies. In large part this came about because Southern people realized that compared to the North, they lacked all sorts of physical goods. They thought that by reaffirming the spiritual, they could overcome the physical. In the East, many soldiers in Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia attended revival meetings that were a regular occurrence during the period of military inactivity that usually came during the winter. Brigadier General John B. Gordon commanded the Georgia brigade in Lee’s army. Gordon was an outstanding combat officer. He was deeply devout (his father was a reverend) but also pragmatic in understanding that if soldiers held a firm belief in the afterlife, they would more willingly sacrifice their lives in battle. Gordon explains this view in the following excerpt. He also claims that religious faith helped the soldiers after the war when they returned to a civilian society changed forever. The “whole system of labor revolutionized” that Gordon describes is the end of slavery. Described by a fellow officer as “a humble Christian gentleman,” Gordon worked hard after the war to erase the bitterness between the North and the South.
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The religious revivals which occurred in the Southern camps, on the contrary, while banishing from the heart all unworthy passions, prepared the soldiers for more heroic endurance; lifted them, in a measure, above their sufferings; nerved them for the coming battles; exalted them to a higher conception of duty; imbued them with a spirit of more cheerful submission to the decrees of Providence; sustained them with a calmer and nobler courage; and rendered them not insensible to danger, but superior to it. The life we now live is not the only life; what we call death is not an eternal sleep; the soldier’s grave is not an everlasting prison, but the gateway to an endless life beyond: and this belief in immortality should be cultivated in armies, because of the potent influence it must exert in developing the best characteristics of the soldier. Aside from any regard for the purely spiritual welfare of the men, the most enlightened nations of Europe have shown a commendable worldly wisdom in making religious literature an important part of an array’s equipment.

No one, who calmly and fairly considers the conditions which surrounded the soldiers of the Confederate armies when they were disbanded and the manner in which these men met those conditions, can doubt that their profound religious convictions, which were deepened in the camps, had a potent influence upon their conduct in the trying years which followed the war. Reared under a government of their own choosing, born and bred under laws, State and federal, enacted by their own representatives, habituated for four years to the watchful eyes and guarding bayonets of army sentinels, accustomed to the restraints of the most rigid regulations, they found themselves at the close of the war suddenly confronted by conditions radically, totally changed. Their State governments were overthrown; State laws were in abeyance; of chosen representatives they had none. Sheriffs, other officers of the court, and the courts themselves were gone. Penniless and homeless as thousands of them were, with the whole financial system in their States obliterated, the whole system of labor revolutionized, without a dollar or the possibility of borrowing, they went bravely and uncomplainingly to work. They did not rob, they did not steal, they did not beg, they did not murmur at their fate. With all the restraints to which they had been subjected, both as citizens and soldiers, not only relaxed but entirely removed, they kept the peace, lived soberly and circumspectly, each ready to lend a helping hand to maimed and helpless comrades or to fight again for the enforcement of law or in defence of the restored Republic. Who will deny that these facts, which are in no particular and in no degree over-stated, but fall far short of the reality, demonstrate the power of religious convictions over the conduct of these disbanded soldiers transformed into citizens under conditions so changed, so trying, so desperate?

Source: John B. Gordon, Reminiscences of the Civil War (New York: Scribner, 1904), 233–244.

129. E. J. Eldridge: Report on Andersonville Prison (May 6, 1864)

Introduction

The care of prisoners of war during the Civil War ranged from tolerable to terrible. Conditions in both Northern and Southern prisons were often brutal. Andersonville Prison, a hastily built military prison in Georgia, was most notorious. It had been built in February 1864 to receive Union prisoners who previously had been confined in Richmond prisons, including Belle Isle. By the summer of 1864, some 32,899 enlisted men were crowded into a 26-acre enclosure. The following report by the chief surgeon of the Georgia Reserves (militia) provides a candid description of the prison. What it fails to describe adequately is the terrible suffering endured by the prisoners. Although they received the same scanty rations as a Confederate soldier, the poor diet coupled with exposure and terrible sanitation yielded a fantastic death rate due primarily to waterborne diseases. The National Cemetery at the prison has 12,912 graves, while the estimated number of deaths was much higher. After the war, U.S. authorities tried and executed the prison commandant, Captain Henry Wirz, for his part in permitting the intolerable conditions at the prison. Wirz’s trial and execution proved to be a unique circumstance, as he was the only Confederate officer executed after the war for his activity during the war.
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HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES,

Macon, Ga., May 6, 1864.

Maj. LAMAR COBB,

Asst. Adjt. and Insp. Gen., Georgia Reserves, Macon, Ga.:

MAJOR: In obedience to instructions from Maj. Gen. Howell Cobb, I have the honor to make the following report of my visit, in company with the general, to the prison camp at Andersonville:

I found the prisoners, in my opinion, too much crowded for the promotion or even continuance of their present health, particularly during the approaching summer months. The construction of properly arranged barracks would, of course, allow the same number of men to occupy the inclosures with material advantage to their comfort and health. At present their shelters consist of such as they can make of the boughs of trees, poles, &c., covered with dirt. The few tents they have are occupied as hospitals. I found the police of the camp throughout very good—as well arranged as their crowded condition and the limited number of shovels would allow. Since necessary tools have been received for ditching, &c., which has been very recently, it is proposed to arrange their sinks so that the fecal matter may be at once carried away by the stream running through the inclosure, which will at once materially improve the condition of the camp. I found the condition of a large number of the Belle Isle prisoners on their arrival to be such as to require more attention to their diet and cleanliness than to the actual administration of medicines, very many of them suffering from chronic diarrhea, combined with the scorbutic disposition, with extreme emaciation as the consequence. The hospital being within the inclosure, it has been found impracticable to administer such diet and give them such attention as they require, as unless constantly watched such diet as is prepared for them is stolen and eaten by the other prisoners. There is a fine stream within a few hundred yards of the present inclosure, across which, in my opinion, there should be made another inclosure, with sufficient hospital buildings, two stories high, to accommodate from 800 to 1,000 patients. Such an inclosure as I should suggest—a plank fence ten feet high—would require but very few additional guards, which guard appears to be the objection urged at Richmond to separate inclosure.

The patients upon their admission into the hospital should be well washed, and a pool arranged on the side of the stream, and furnished only with a clean shirt, with which dress they would hardly attempt to escape. The nurses could be detailed with such discretion that but few would attempt to escape, and with frequent roll-calls they would be absent but a few hours before detected, and would be readily caught by the dogs, always at hand for that purpose. I consider the establishment of a hospital outside of the present inclosure as essential to the proper treatment to the sick, and most urgently recommend its immediate construction. I would also recommend the construction of as many bathing-pools within the prison as the stream would warrant, feeling assured, from the appearance of the prisoners, that their use would contribute materially to the health of the bathers. Other improvements would be suggested but for the difficulty of obtaining labor, tools, and materials, but with those above mentioned the urgent necessities of the prison would be supplied.

The bakery just being completed will be the means of furnishing better prepared food, particularly bread, the half-cooked condition of which has doubtless contributed to the continuance of the bowel affections. I will add that as far as I have been able to judge from my short visit, the management of the medical department of the prison, under the direction of Chief Surg. I. H. White, reflects credit upon that officer, who seems well qualified for the position he occupies.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. J. ELDRIDGE,

Chief Surgeon Georgia Reserves.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 2, Vol. 7.

130. Charles S. Wainwright: Journal Excerpt on the Engagement Prior to the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 7, 1864)

Introduction

The Civil War was fought during a transitional era in military history. It was a mix of old outdated weapons and tactics and new technologies and innovations applied to combat. One of the most important innovations was the routine use of fieldworks during 1864 and 1865. Whenever troops in the presence of the enemy halted, they constructed trenches and rifle pits. If they remained stationary for more than a day, soldiers converted these fieldworks into ever more elaborate fortifications, foreshadowing the trench warfare of World War I. Rifle-armed defenders manning trenches, supported by artillery, held an enormous tactical advantage over the attackers, who had to clamber from their own trenches to charge across the open field. Time and again, the attackers suffered terrible losses while usually failing. In theory, artillery should have been the offensive answer to the defenders’ reliance on fieldworks. However, artillery shells lacked the explosive capacity to destroy trenches. In addition, the ability to deliver shells accurately at long range had not yet been developed, so it was very difficult for artillery to destroy opposing artillery. Union Army colonel Charles S. Wainwright served as chief of artillery in the Army of the Potomac’s V Corps. On May 7 near Spotsylvania Court House, his artillery engaged in a 30-minute fight against Confederate sharpshooters (marksmen equipped with telescopic-sighted rifles) and Confederate artillery. Wainwright’s account describes an example of a typical Civil War–era artillery duel. He also notes that the Union infantry is reluctant to storm the Confederate trenches because they understand how costly is the effort. In the coming assaults on this field and elsewhere, the Union artillery would be able to do very little to support the infantry.
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As we came down to this point, the rebel sharpshooters opened a very ugly fire on us from the other side of the valley, say four hundred yards off, especially from the wood to the left of the road where they lay thick behind large fallen trees. A couple of batteries of twelve-pounders also opened, from over the open part of the opposite knoll to our right of the road, a very ugly fire of shrapnel, their guns being entirely hid by the knoll. I immediately put Stewart’s leading section in on either side of the road, and the rest of his guns on the right; ordering Walcott in on the right of him. Walcott’s men did not behave over well, nor did he push them forward as well as he might…. Stewart was a usual himself, also what old men he had left, but his young recruits were inclined to dodge, and once when a couple of fresh limbers came up with ammunition they got quite a scare and attempted to limber up. All this obliged me to keep in the open ground among the guns myself, until I could get them quieted down and firing to please me.

The rebel guns, just equal in number and description to my own, were, as I have said, quite hid by the knoll behind which they stood; we could only see the puffs of smoke from their explosions. It followed as a matter of course that they fired too high. My own gunners did the same, and it was with great difficulty that I got them down. At last, however, I do so as to make almost every shot strike the top of the knoll just on what was to us the skyline. When I had also got them to burst their shot as they struck, we shut the rebs up in five minutes; probably their guns were withdrawn.

The whole affair lasted half an hour, and was one of the prettiest little duels I have seen. The enemy had decidedly the advantage in ground, but they lost it by keeping too much under cover; otherwise it was a very even match, both sides firing shrapnel entirely. Had they run their guns to the top of the knoll so as to get a good sight of us, the chances are that we should have got the worst of it, for their skirmishers hurt us badly. From behind the logs where they lay, a dozen or twenty would fire by command at the same object. They let fly at us when I first arrived with most of my staff and orderlies; being all on horseback in the open ground, it is a great wonder that none of us were hit. Supposing that the fire was drawn by the evidence of a general officer, I sent all off into the wood…. After I was alone the rascals fired several times at me in the same way that I got off my horse, and placed the little grey as a bulwark between us; until turning so as to speak to Stewart, I exposed myself without thinking, when instantly a score of minies whistled around my head, and kicked up the dust at my feet. None of them hit me, but one went through the grey’s left breast right under my arm….

Our men and the batteries, meanwhile, as well as the enemy, entrenched themselves; but after dark Stewart and Walcott were withdrawn to the Alsop house, where they were all parked on the plain around. Corps headquarters were on the edge of the wood in the rear of the house. The day’s fight has been anything by encouraging. Lee by this time has all his force in our front, and tonight will doubtless make his position secure. Grant will not be able to force his way through by this route without a hard fight if he succeeds then. Our men did not go in today with any spirit; indeed it is hard work to get any up after marching all night….

Source: Allan Nevins, ed., A Diary of Battle: The Personal Journals of Colonel Charles S. Wainwright, 1861–1865 (New York: Harcourt, Brace and World, 1962), 357, 359.

131. Ulysses S. Grant: Report to Henry Halleck (May 11, 1864)

Introduction

Following an unsuccessful assault at Spotsylvania Court House on May 10, 1864, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant prepared for an even larger attack on May 12. Meanwhile, on May 11 his friend Illinois congressman Elihu B. Washburne, who had been visiting the army, prepared to return to Washington, D.C. Washburne wanted to know if Grant wanted him to convey any message to President Abraham Lincoln and the secretary of war. Grant answered that he was making fair progress. It seemed to him that his forces had gained an advantage over General Robert E. Lee’s forces during the heavy fighting so far. But Grant told Washburne that it looked like it would be a long campaign, and he did not want to promote false hope. Because Grant wanted to observe the proper chain of command, he wrote a formal report to Major General Henry W. Halleck, the Union Army’s chief of staff. However, since Washburne was to carry the message, Grant knew that the real audience was President Lincoln. Grant composed the following short report, which proved to be one of the most famous dispatches of the entire war. The phrase “fight it out on this line if it takes all summer” perfectly captured Grant’s iron determination. When Grant originally composed his message, he wrote “if it takes me all summer.” However, when reviewing the message, he deleted, with characteristic modesty, the word “me.”

Primary Source

NEAR SPOTSYLVANIA C. H.,

May 11, 1864—8.30 A.M.

MAJOR-GENERAL HALLECK, Chief of Staff of the Army,

Washington, D. C.

We have now ended the 6th day of very hard fighting. The result up to this time is much in our favor. But our losses have been heavy as well as those of the enemy. We have lost to this time eleven general officers killed, wounded and missing, and probably twenty thousand men. I think the loss of the enemy must be greater—we having taken over four thousand prisoners in battle, whilst he has taken from us but few except a few stragglers. I am now sending back to Belle Plain all my wagons for a fresh supply of provisions and ammunition, and purpose to fight it out on this line if it takes all summer.

The arrival of reinforcements here will be very encouraging to the men, and I hope they will be sent as fast as possible, and in as great numbers. My object in having them sent to Belle Plain was to use them as an escort to our supply trains. If it is more convenient to send them out by train to march from the railroad to Belle Plain or Fredericksburg, send them so.

I am satisfied the enemy are very shaky, and are only kept up to the mark by the greatest exertions on the part of their officers, and by keeping them intrenched in every position they take.

Up to this time there is no indication of any portion of Lee’s army being detached for the defence of Richmond.

U. S. GRANT,

Lieut.-General.

Source: Ulysses S. Grant, Personal Memoirs of U. S. Grant (New York: Da Capo, 1952), 419.

132. Robert McAllister: Two Letters to His Wife (May 11 and June 6, 1864)

Introduction

After Ulysses S. Grant’s string of victories in the West, President Abraham Lincoln summoned him to Washington, D.C., in March 1864 and entrusted him with command of all the Union armies. The officers of the Army of the Potomac, the major Union army in the East, had reacted to Grant’s western victories with a mixture of pleasure and jealousy. They believed that Grant had defeated second-rate opponents. In contrast, they thought that the Army of the Potomac had faced the South’s best: General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. As the Army of the Potomac prepared for the campaign of 1864, soldiers held a wait-and-see attitude about Grant. They wanted to see how he would do against Lee. Grant began his campaign at the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864). The Army of the Potomac had fought on this same terrain at the Battle of Chancellorsville (May 1–4, 1863). At that battle, they had fought hard but because of poor leadership been defeated. On the night of May 6, 1864, after failing to drive Lee from his position, most expected that they would retreat again. Instead, Grant ordered a march forward to try to outflank Lee. Although that effort failed, it encouraged the Union soldiers because they at least understood that their sacrifices were not in vain; they were still advancing toward the Confederate capital at Richmond. The Battle of the Wilderness started an unprecedented 40 days of action during which time the rival armies were always at close quarters. When the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) occurred just after the Battle of the Wilderness, the contestants realized that they were involved in something altogether different. Colonel Robert McAllister participated in these battles, and his letter to his wife written on May 11, 1864, reflects this realization. In a subsequent letter written on June 6, 1864, McAllister relates how the men sensed that they were winning and that they trusted Grant to lead them to victory.
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Battlefield near Spotslvania Court House, Va.

May 11th 1864

My dear Ellen & family,

I have just learned that a letter could be sent out. We are still fighting—every day since the 5th. God has spared my life thus far, for which we ought to be thankful. Yesterday morning we came down here from Todd’s Tavern. The battle has been going on every since. We have drove the enemy some, but their position is a strong one and our loss is very heavy. The troops whose term of service is just coming to a close do not fight well. I am sorry to say that in our Division we have too many of this kind.

In a charge I made yesterday, we were repulsed when we ought to have been successful. The general charge all along the line was somewhat of a failure. But we are still fighting them and hope to gain the victory.

This campaign beats all the rest in desperation and determination. God only knows the result. I expect soon to go forward again into the raging storm of lead and iron. I wrote you yesterday that I lost both my horses in battle. I had to charge through a thick woods and went on foot. We have already fought many battles; and from present appearances will have to fight many more before we get through. We are not now with the 2nd Corps. Since yesterday morning we have been fighting with the 6th….

June 6, 1864

… A few feet from here lies the remains of a chaplain. A grave with a considerable quantity of earth above the surface shows the spot where he lies. His name was Bartlett of the 1st Maine Cavalry. He was killed day before yesterday while on the picket line. This country is one vast graveyard—graves everywhere, marking the track of the army on the march and in battles. Scarcely any have died from disease; indeed, I know of none. Our army is very healthy. But war in all its destruction has cut down our brave soldiers. There have been many of our officers and men lost by so many charges. I believe the policy is now to dig parallel lines and work by sieging. Notwithstanding this, we will have to charge sometimes.

I am well satisfied that Genl. Grant understands his business and will eventually succeed. Everyone has confidence in him.

Source: James I. Robertson Jr., ed., The Civil War Letters of General Robert McAllister (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1965), 417, 434.

133. John B. Gordon: Book Excerpt, Account of the Bloody Angle (1864)

Introduction

After hard combat in the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864), Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s Army of the Potomac and General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia marched to Spotsylvania Courthouse, a strategic crossroads. Displaying his strategic genius, Lee had correctly anticipated Grant’s move. By the narrowest, the Confederates secured the crossroads and constructed formidable earthworks to block Grant’s advance. On May 10, 1864, a Union assault gained a partial success. Grant resolved to duplicate this feat on May 12 by sending Major General Winfield S. Hancock’s veteran II Corps against a vulnerable salient in Lee’s line. The surprise dawn attack overran the tip of the salient and threatened to split Lee’s army in two. Lee personally helped rally the troops and ordered the division commanded by Brigadier General John B. Gordon to counterattack. The ensuing collision occurred at a place that became known as the Bloody Angle. For hour after hour at point-blank range, the two forces grappled. Many Union regiments recorded that they fired off an astonishing 300 rounds of ammunition per man. After a horrific day of battle that cost the Union army 6,800 casualties, Lee retired a short distance to a new line of earthworks. The following excerpt from Gordon’s memoirs recounts the Confederate perspective on the fighting at the Bloody Angle.
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Mounting to the crest of the embankment, the Union men poured upon the Confederates a galling fire. To the support of the latter other Confederate commands quickly came, crowding into the ditches, clambering up the embankment’s side, and returning volley for volley. Then followed the mighty rush from both armies, filling the entire disputed space. Firing into one another’s faces, beating one another down with clubbed muskets, the front ranks fought across the embankment’s crest almost within an arm’s reach, the men behind passing up to them freshly loaded rifles as their own were emptied. As those in front fell, others quickly sprang forward to take their places. On both sides the dead were piled in heaps. As Confederates fell their bodies rolled into the ditch, and upon their bleeding forms their living comrades stood, beating back Grant’s furiously charging columns. The bullets seemed to fly in sheets. Before the pelting hail and withering blast the standing timber fell. The breastworks were literally drenched in blood. The coming of the darkness failed to check the raging battle. It only served to increase the awful terror of the scene.


Source: John B. Gordon, Reminiscences of the Civil War (New York: Scribner, 1904), 284–285.

134. Robert McAllister: Report on the Bloody Angle (August 11, 1864)

Introduction

General Robert McAllister began his Civil War service at age 47 as lieutenant colonel of a New Jersey regiment and eventually advanced to brigadier general in the Army of the Potomac. Unassuming in manner, devoutly sober, and fearless in battle, the little-known McAllister fought tirelessly for the duration of the war. He wrote more than 900 letters and numerous official reports over the course of the war. This official report encompasses his brigade’s actions at Spotsylvania Court House, Virginia, on May 12, 1864. The Confederate army had constructed elaborate fieldworks, including a horseshoe-shaped entrenchment called the Salient that commanded the open ground across which attackers had to charge. At dawn on May 12, 1864, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant sent 20,000 Union troops against the Salient, which McAllister’s troops were the first to penetrate. More than 20 hours of close-range combat ensued in what became known as the Bloody Angle. Fighting in a drenching rain, the Union army lost 6,800 men, and Lee’s army, with estimated losses of perhaps 3,000, retired a short distance to a new line of trenches.
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May 12, at dawn of day we moved forward with other troops to charge the works, my brigade in the third line. When first line reached the open field, in the rapid movements they seemed to part in my front and left an open space into which I pushed my brigade forward during the advance and assisted in driving the enemy from his line of works and followed in rapid pursuit until they rolled the tide of battle back on us, when we fell back into and behind their first line of works. Prisoners were sent to the rear. We now commenced hauling back the artillery that we had captured. My men worked hard at this and turned two of these guns on the enemy, who were at this time advancing upon us. Captain H. D. Crane, Seventh New Jersey Volunteers, with a squad of men succeeded in removing and manning one of these guns and deserves to be mentioned favorably. Adt. C. F. Moore and Lieutenant Joseph T. Note, with a squad of men from the Sixth New Jersey Volunteers, brought back and manned another steel gun. Private Page, of this regiment, rendered very efficient service in working it. Two brass pieces were also brought back by other parties from my command and assistance rendered to others. Great credit is due to these officers and men for their gallantry. Captain William J. Evans, of the Seventh New Jersey Volunteers, lost his life while thus engaged; he worked heroically. In the advance and retreat to this point, regiments, brigades, and divisions, as well as corps, became somewhat mingled together, but to do justice, great credit is due to all, for each had their representatives in this fight and fought most gallantly. This place now became the assailing point, for the enemy retook the works to our right and determined to dislodge us. Their massed columns advanced again and again, and each time were driven back, but still the battle raged. Heavy masses of our troops held them in check and determined not to let them gain an inch. Irrespective of command the officers present moved forward troops to hold this point. Having now lost the entrenchments to our right, we formed a line in an obtuse angle, but line after line melted away before the enemy’s fire and it seemed almost impossible to hold the crest of the hill. The Sixteenth Massachusetts Volunteers was ordered by General Mott from my left to this position. They lost heavily, and the brave Lieutenant Colonel Waldo Merram, commanding the regiment, was killed. Much credit is due the officers and men of this regiment. About this time the brave and gallant Captain T. W. Eayre, assistant adjutant-general of General Mott’s staff, was also killed. Ammunition would run out and a new supply would be furnished. Guns would become foul, when we would order the men back to wash them out and then return to fight on. The rain poured down, the mud became almost impassable, men became exhausted, night closed on us, and if we ceased firing a moment the rebels would advance. The First Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers was now brought in the line to relieve some that were worn down with fatigue, fought splendidly until the firing ceased, about 3 a. m. on the morning of the 13th, after firing several hundred rounds of cartridges to the man. The brigade I had the honor to command, though mingled with others to some extent, bore a gallant part in this terrible battle, many of them under that galling fire for fourteen hours. The officers and men present did their duty faithfully. Lieutenant-Colonel Schoonover, Eleventh New Jersey Volunteers, deserves great credit in assisting in getting off the artillery, urging men forward, and encouraging them to stand to their posts, he remaining from the beginning of the contest to its close. We seemed to be connected with the Sixth Corps; General Eustis was in command and was very efficient. Had not the utmost exertions, bravery, and gallantry been displayed by the officers and men of the several organizations we would have lost all that was gained that day. The cool bravery displayed there by both officers and men as individuals surpasses anything that I have witnessed in battle contests.

Your obedient servant,

R. MCALLISTER,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Major JOHN HANCOCK,

Asst. Adjt. General, Third Division, Second Corps.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 36, Part 1 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1891), 491–492.

135. John F. Brobst: Letter Written during the Battle of Dallas (May 30, 1864)

Introduction

On May 7, 1864, a Union army group commanded by Major General William T. Sherman began advancing against Confederate positions in northern Georgia. The Confederate commander, General Joseph E. Johnston, skillfully parried Sherman’s thrusts by keeping his army between Sherman and Atlanta. Both sides routinely constructed earthworks to secure their positions. Defenders, situated behind earthworks, held a tremendous advantage over the attackers. Rather than assault such defenses, Sherman maneuvered to outflank them. Slowly his army advanced toward Atlanta, arriving in the area of Dallas, Georgia, on May 24, 1864. A series of combats took place around Dallas between May 24 and June 4, 1864. On May 28, a Confederate probe of the Union lines was repulsed with heavy losses. John F. Brobst served in the 25th Wisconsin Regiment. His regiment participated in Sherman’s campaign against Atlanta and was active at the combat on May 28. In the following letter, Brobst describes the ease of defending earthworks against attackers crossing the open field. Sherman subsequently outflanked Johnston’s position again and moved closer to Atlanta. However, Johnston’s use of earthworks frustrated Sherman. On June 27, 1864, Sherman lost patience and resolved to attack the Confederate earthworks at Kennesaw Mountain. This time the Confederates easily repelled his assaults, inflicting 3,000 casualties.
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May the 30th. Still in front of Dallas in line of battle. Our company out skirmishing, came out this morning. Last night about 12 o’clock, the enemy made a charge on our left and were repulsed. When they came down to our part of the line here they made four as gallant charges as any living soldiers could make. They massed their forces and on they came to have death and destruction dealt out to them. They were allowed to come to within about thirty yards of us before we got the command to fire. We raised up from behind our breastworks and gave them a volley which checked them for a moment, but they soon rallied and on they came, but with the same success as at first. In this charge they rallied three times but then were forced to fall back, but soon they came again and met the same fate. Again they came and again were repulsed and came again the fourth and last time for that night. Braver men never shouldered a musket than those rebs that came up to drive us out of our works. We piled up their dead and wounded in perfect masses. It is horrible. Just think for yourself, thirty cannon throwing grape shot at the rate of twenty pounds every three seconds to each cannon, with ten thousand rifles pouring in the ranks of men.

Source: Margaret Brobst Roth, ed., Well Mary: Civil War Letters of a Wisconsin Volunteer (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1960), 69.

136. Edward Porter Alexander: Book Excerpt on Trench Warfare (1864)

Introduction

Sharpshooters (marksmen equipped with telescopic-sighted rifles) operated with both the Confederate Army and the Union Army and featured prominently when the rival armies settled into static positions, including siege operations. During Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s Overland Campaign (May 4–June 12, 1864), the Union and Confederate armies often occupied trenches separated by only 300 yards or less. This distance was well within the range of a sharpshooter’s rifle. Sharpshooting made life in the trenches more miserable than it might have been and contributed nothing to ending the war. Many soldiers on both sides understood this and disliked sharpshooters intensely regardless of which side they were on. After Grant’s bloody repulse on June 3 during the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12), the rival sides remained in their trenches until the night of June 12. During this period, the sharpshooters were active. Brigadier General Edward P. Alexander commanded the Confederate artillery in the Army of Northern Virginia’s I Corps. While visiting the trenches at Cold Harbor, he dropped an envelope containing a month’s pay. In the following excerpt from his memoirs, Alexander describes the difficulty of returning to the front line to search for his envelope. The “Gen. Gregg” he mentions is Brigadier General John Gregg, who commanded the Texas Brigade.
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The next day I was occupied at something else & did not go through the trenches, but about noon passing in rear of Gen. Gregg’s headquarters I decided to try a direct approach from the rear & see if he had heard from my lost envelope. The headquarters consisted of a hole in the ground about 3 feet deep & about 8 by 4 in dimensions. It was located about twenty feet in rear of our main line trench, which was here only about 150 yards from the Federal line, on the edge of a wood. A persimmon tree by the side of the hole gave it a little shade in the middle of the day, and a little narrow trench from one end led obliquely into the infantry line in front. But I had noticed that in the rear began a very, very gentle slope, for about 300 yards down to a little rivulet. Here is a rough profile view which will illustrate the ground: [Illustration not included in this printing.]

Bullets from the enemy’s line which passed over our parapet would naturally curve down & strike somewhere on that slope; we would run the risk of such random bullets. But that risk was very slight. The real danger would begin when his head became visible, over the top of our parapet, to the Federal sharpshooters. By stooping very low a man might approach apparently within fifty yards of the headquarters. To be safe beyond that point he would have to get on his hands & knees, & perhaps even to be flat & crawl for the last part of the distance. I left my horse at the little rivulet with my staff & walked up the slope. Every one of my staff begged to be allowed to go for me, but I would not trust any of the young fellows to use the caution necessary, & to turn back if, on near inspection, the approach proved to be too hazardous. Within 100 yards of the tree I began to stoop & got within 50 when I stopped awhile to rest & decide whether to crawl the balance or to risk a dash. It was so hot in the sun I decided on the dash. Then bending as low & running as fast as could be combined, I made the dash successfully, not being fired at that I was aware of, & I jumped headlong into the hole. I landed between two dead Texans, each shot through the head, & a third one, alive & well, was squatted in one corner. He did not change his attitude, but smiled & said sociably, “By Gosh! You has to be might careful how you shows a head around here, or they’ll get you certain! Thars two they got already this morning!” “Yes,” said I, “I see….”

Source: Gary W. Gallagher, ed., Fighting for the Confederacy: The Personal Recollections of General Edward Porter Alexander (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1989), 411–412. Copyright © 1989 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by permission of the publisher.

137. James H. Wilson: Book Excerpt on Union Staff Relations (1871)

Introduction

After a bloody repulse on June 3, 1864, at the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12), Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant shifted his line of operations to the south side of the James River in an attempt to capture the key communications center at Petersburg, Virginia. Grant’s plan fooled his opponent, General Robert E. Lee, and gave the Union an opportunity to win the war. Instead, Grant’s army acted in an uncoordinated fashion and missed its chance. During June 15–18, 1864, Union forces conducted a series of assaults against the fortifications protecting Petersburg. Even though the attackers enjoyed a huge numerical advantage, the assaults failed. The Union forces settled down to a siege that lasted until April 2, 1865. Brigadier General James H. Wilson served on Grant’s staff during this part of the campaign. In the following excerpt from his memoirs, he relates an exchange with Grant. Grant has grown frustrated with his inability to make his forces cooperate and move rapidly. Wilson offers a jocular response, referring to Ely S. Parker. Parker was a Seneca Indian from New York, the son of a chief, and was a tribal leader in his own right. Parker, trained as a lawyer and an engineer, had moved to Illinois, where he struck up a friendship with Grant. When Parker tried to volunteer for the Union Army, he was rejected on the basis of his race. Grant interceded to get him a commission. After serving as an army engineer and then as an aide to Grant, Parker became Grant’s military secretary in 1864 and was present at Lee’s surrender in April 1865. After the war, Parker remained on Grant’s staff and rose to the rank of brigadier general. Parker became President Grant’s commissioner of Indian affairs from 1869 to 1871. In the following excerpt, Wilson also describes the internal friction within the army that impaired its efficiency. In part this friction arose from the fact that Grant’s responsibilities were so large and complex that they overwhelmed his staff. In addition, Grant was trying to please too many senior generals who were jealous of their command authority and unwilling to cooperate with one another.

Primary Source

[A] few days later I found myself at Grant’s headquarters near the crossing of the James River. The campaign had not been going as rapidly or as satisfactorily as he wished. The different army corps had begun to show the qualities of the balky team to which he afterward likened them, and success was far from presenting itself as it had on every field of the west. The general was evidently feeling the strain of the situation and, in the resulting frame of mind, said:

“Wilson, what is the matter with this army?”

I replied at once:

“General, there is a great deal the matter with it, but I can tell you much more easily how to cure it.”

Whereupon he asked me: “How!”

“Send for Parker, the Indian chief, and, after giving him a tomahawk, a scalping knife, and a gallon of the worst whiskey the Commissary Department can supply, send him out with orders to bring in the scalps of major generals.”

This brought a smile to the General’s face, promptly followed by the question: “Whose?”

Quite as promptly, I replied:

“Oh, the first he comes to, and so on in succession till he gets at least a dozen.”

The General evidently understood what I meant and far from resenting my suggestion, without a moment’s pause, asked: “But where shall we get generals to fill their places?”

To which I replied:

“Oh, that’s easy! To use a favorite phrase of yours, every brigadier in this army ‘will step up and take sugar in his’n’;” by which I meant such as might be selected would promptly accept any higher grade coming his way.

The simple fact was that the army organization itself was bad throughout. The staff arrangements were sadly defective and orders for movements were frequently lacking in detail and coherence, and were, therefore, executed poorly and ineffectually…. [I]t was Grant’s declared policy to give his orders in general terms, leaving those to whom they were directed free to carry out the details in their own way. The result with so big and complicated a machine was far from satisfactory.

While the strategy and logistics of the Overland campaign, as it was called, were good, if not brilliant, the tactics, both minor and grand, were of the simplest kind, the infantry marching was in nearly every instance culpably slow, the order of battle was generally parallel and in single line, and, as the enemy was nearly always strongly entrenched and on the defensive, the attacking forces lost heavily from the start. They naturally grew more and more timid as they advanced into the enemy’s country.

Source: James Harrison Wilson, Under the Old Flag (New York: D. Appleton, 1912), 399–403.

138. James H. Wilson: Book Excerpt on Union Morale (1864)

Introduction

The period covering the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5–7, 1864) and the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) cost the Army of the Potomac some 39,791 men killed, wounded, or missing. Rifle-armed Confederate defenders manning trenches, supported by artillery, held an enormous tactical advantage over the attackers, who had to clamber from their own trenches to charge across the open field. Time and again the attackers suffered terrible losses while usually failing. The hard fighting during the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8–21, 1864) left Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant’s Army of the Potomac hurt and dazed. Straggling during the battle reached epic proportions, with many men quitting the ranks without pretext. Morale fluctuated according to how recently the men had been ordered to make another bloody assault against entrenchments. Brigadier General James H. Wilson served on Grant’s staff during this part of the campaign. In the following excerpt from his memoirs, he describes an encounter with an old friend, a Captain Andrews, who commanded a U.S. regular infantry company. Andrews is apparently suffering from combat exhaustion. In comparing recent experiences, Andrews mentions the “Peach Orchard,” a reference to combat on the second day of fighting in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863). Wilson notes that Andrews’s complaints about the army’s senior leadership are becoming widely shared within the Army of the Potomac. This period and the subsequent terrible slaughter on June 3 during the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864) reduced the army’s spirit to a new low.

Primary Source

I overtook my classmate, Captain Andrews, of the Eighth Infantry, who since the death of Sedgwick, on whose staff he had been serving as an aide-de-camp, was in command of his company on foot. His entire baggage was tied up in a bandanna handkerchief and carried on his sword over his shoulder. He was weary, foot-sore, and despondent, and as soon as he saw me asked seriously if I knew where he could get the mouth-piece of a key bugle or any other part of a brass musical instrument. This puzzling question at once aroused my curiosity as well as my interest. He was a veteran of imperturbable temper and approved courage who had taken an honorable part in all the eastern campaigns and in many of the most important battles. I knew, therefore, that there was something behind his singular inquiry, but as I could not imagine what it was, I answered at once: “No! Why do you ask?” And this brought the reply, without the glimmer of a smile:

“Oh, I merely want to be considered as belonging to the band, which, you know, remains behind the fighting line and carries off the wounded. This is the only berth in this army where a man’s life is worth a cent. Nearly everybody I know has been killed or wounded, and if this campaign, with its senseless assaults of entrenched positions and its ceaseless tributes of blood and death, is to continue much longer, my turn is sure to come soon, and I want to avoid that if I can honorably do so. Like our classmate, Martin, commanding his regiment at the vortex of the battle at Peach Orchard, where he could hear the bullets breaking the bones of his men like icicles falling from the eaves on a sunny morning, ‘I feel exactly as though every minute might be my last!’”

The captain’s grim but impressive humor was followed by the first comment I had heard upon the rude and costly methods and the incompetency of corps and division commanders in that army, and from the specifications which followed I became convinced that the courage and confidence of both officers and men were not only slipping away, but that unless better methods and greater successes could be assured, we might meet with an overwhelming disaster any day. The condition of affairs was a grave one and, unfortunately, there was no sign from any quarter that a change for the better might be expected. Lee and his decimated ranks still grimly barred our road to Richmond and, as it turned out, exacted greater and greater tributes of blood and treasure before yielding to the inevitable.

Source: James Harrison Wilson, Under the Old Flag (New York: D. Appleton, 1912), 427–428.

139. Robert McAllister: Letter about the Petersburg Campaign (June 19, 1864) [Excerpts]

Introduction

After a bloody repulse on June 3, 1864, during the Battle of Cold Harbor (May 31–June 12, 1864), Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant shifted his line of operations to the south side of the James River in an attempt to capture the key communications center at Petersburg, Virginia. Grant’s plan fooled his opponent, General Robert E. Lee, and gave the Union an opportunity to win the war. Instead, Grant’s army acted in an uncoordinated fashion and missed its chance. During June 15–18, 1864, Union forces conducted a series of assaults against the fortifications protecting Petersburg. By June 18 Lee had reacted to Grant’s maneuver, and enough Confederates had arrived at Petersburg to man the trenches. But the Union senior command was out of touch with frontline reality and ordered another attack. In the following letter to his wife, Colonel Robert McAllister describes the situation. He refers to “Genl. Mott,” who is Brigadier General Gershom Mott. McAllister also mentions the “1st Maine Artillery.” This unit, which previously had occupied the fortifications of Washington, D.C., had come to the front as a replacement for the army’s terrible losses. It was fresh and strong and not yet discouraged by repeated failed assaults. During the attack the unit lost 632 of 950 men dead or wounded, the highest number of Union men killed in any one unit in a single engagement during the entire war. McAllister’s letter ends with the comment “We are charged out.” This reflects the army’s increasing demoralization caused by heedless orders to keep attacking. After June 19, the Union forces settled down to a siege that lasted until April 2, 1865.
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Trenches near Petersburg, Va.

Sunday morning, June 18th 1864

My dear Ellen & family,

I wrote you day before yesterday from near this place and spoke of a battle I was in with the old Brigade. That night (night before last) we spent in fighting, strengthening works, &c. At 3 a.m. yesterday we received orders to be ready for a charge at early dawn. I was to have my Brigade in two lines and lead the advance. We went over the enemy’s breastworks without much opposition and drove them about ¾ of a mile, when we run up against another line of works much more formidable. Here we met with hard opposition and had to halt and fortify in order to protect ourselves.

This second line of works was built to lead us into a death trap. I halted my Brigade; alone and personally I went to reconnoiter this second line of the enemy’s works. I found them very strong—in the form of a half moon with guns planted to enfilade our flanks as we advanced. I went back and informed Col. Pierce of the situation and told him that to advance into that death trap would be fatal to the Brigade. I asked him to come and reconnoiter with me and see if I was not correct. He did so and came to the same conclusion. He went back to inform our superior officers of the situation.

I knew nothing more till I was ordered to charge. It was about 11 a.m. when we charged, my Brigade leading the van. The Rebels poured down upon us lead and iron by musketry and cannon that cut our men down like hail cuts the grain and grass. We had to advance a long distance up a cleared plain. Our ranks melted away, and we could not advance further. We dropped down; and those who were not killed or wounded—or who had not fallen back—began digging little pits. We remained there for two or more hours. We were then ordered back and lost many men in retiring. Each regiment planted its Colors in line of battle.

I sent back word to Genl. Mott: “I can go no farther. What shall I do?”

He answered: “Remain where you are until further orders.”

After a time he sent the order to us to fall back. I returned under a severe fire and reported to Genl. Mott with my Brigade.

He directed me to where to form, saying: “We are going to make a charge. You may be needed.”

“Where is my old 3rd Brigade?” I asked.

He replied: “They are going in just where you came out.”

“God help them!” I exclaimed.

“Why?” Mott asked.

“It is a death trap,” I said. “A brigade can’t live in there for five minutes.”

Just as I said this, an aide rode up. “Move your troops forward to the charge,” he said to Genl. Mott.

The order was given; and thus was made the disastrous charge of the 1st Maine Heavy Artillery.

Two or three other brigades, my old Brigade amongst them were brought up to help in the charge, but they failed worse than we did. The slaughter was terrible. This Division lost in the battles of yesterday far more than 1,000 men. The loss was mostly in the 2nd and 3rd Brigades. The conduct of both these brigades in these charges was highly creditable….

After the Maine Heavies retired, the ground was strewn with wounded and dying crying “Water! Water!” No help or relief could be sent them. I have understood that a flag of truce was requested of Genl. Lee and that he refused it on the ground that he had lost no men. Hundreds of our wounded thus died in our sight. We could hear their cries for help, yet we could not rescue them or give them the relief that might have saved their lives…. It was perfectly heartrending.

I expect we will have to charge again today. I hope not. We are charged out….

Source: James I. Robertson Jr., ed., The Civil War Letters of General Robert McAllister (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1965), 443–445.

140. Alpheus Williams: Two Letters about the Atlanta Campaign (July 26 and September 3, 1864) [Excerpts]

Introduction

On May 7, 1864, a Union army group commanded by Major General William T. Sherman began advancing against Confederate positions in northern Georgia. The Confederate commander, General Joseph E. Johnston, skillfully parried Sherman’s thrusts by keeping his army between Sherman and Atlanta. Both sides routinely constructed earthworks to secure their positions. Sherman outflanked Johnston’s positions and slowly advanced on Atlanta. President Jefferson Davis lost confidence that Johnston would hold Atlanta, so on July 17, 1864, Lieutenant General John B. Hood replaced Johnston. Beginning on July 20, Hood launched a series of costly attacks. By July 26, Sherman’s army had closely invested Atlanta. The two armies now confronted one another along a line of fortifications. Rather than assault these nearly impregnable fortifications, Sherman laid siege to Atlanta while maneuvering to isolate the city by severing its rail connections with the rest of the South. Hood tried to counter these maneuvers. The decisive Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864) took place on a key rail line outside Atlanta. Union success compelled Hood to order the evacuation of Atlanta on September 1, 1864. The fall of Atlanta had important military and political consequences. Militarily, Atlanta was a key rail hub and manufacturing center. Politically, its capture contributed enormously to President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection the following November. Serving in Sherman’s army was Brigadier General Alpheus S. Williams. The following two letters describe the frustration of confronting Atlanta’s fortifications and the relief experienced when the Confederates evacuated the city.

Primary Source

Near Atlanta, Georgia,

July 26, 1864.

My Dear Lew:…

We are now near Atlanta, but there is a big gulf or gulfs I fear between us. Unless we can starve the Rebs. we have hard work ahead. I had a severe fight on the 20th, was attacked in the woods and lost nearly 700 men and six good officers, killed and wounded. I have recently written to you but such are the occupations of my head and heart that I really cannot remember whether it was since the 20th or not. We have little rest, as my division lies near the Reb. entrenchments and the din of arms is kept up night and day. A battery of twenty pieces is posted near my headquarters and is booming away night and day into Atlanta. Every report cutting the air along a ravine in front of my entrenchments reverberates and gives out a volume of sound like the falling down of many houses. In the night it is particularly noisy and rest-breaking. In return, the Rebs. throw round shot and shell on all sides of my tents. Yesterday they spoiled one of my water buckets. I lost one of my aides (Capt. Newcomb) killed and one (Capt. Bennett) badly wounded in the head on the 20th. My veteran division has been sadly cut up, so that I am reduced in numbers to a brigade. We have had so wearisome and long continued a campaign that I sigh for rest. My health has been perfect until within a day or so. I begin to feel debilitated and broken down and am taking quinine to build. Shall be all right I hope in a day or so.

Love to all,

Yours Affectionately,

A.S.W.

In Atlanta, Sept. 3rd, 1864

My Dear Daughters:

I have dated my letters so long from Near Atlanta that it is quite a change to write “In Atlanta.” Most of our corps came in yesterday evening, the Rebels having evacuated the night previous….

On the night of the 1st inst. I was awakened from a dream of heavy thunder in which the earth seemed to tremble. Heavy reports of what I thought artillery firing followed in rapid succession, and for two hours or more the roll of artillery firing seemed to increase, while a red glare lit up the skies in the direction of Atlanta, with fitful shooting up through the clouds that hung over the town. After listening and wondering for an hour or more I concluded that Sherman had driven the enemy near the southeast part of the city and had attacked or was being attacked.

I was strengthened in this belief as toward morning the firing was renewed with more regularity. I inclined at first to the opinion that the reports were explosions, but I had heard distant firing so resembling this, and the line of sound seemed to recede, so my judgment settled down on artillery. We know now it was the explosion of powder shot and shell from eighty-two carloads of Rebel ordnance stores, and the burning of a large factory. At daylight we started out reconnoitering parties and about noon our advance had entered and occupied the town. I brought up two brigades of my division, reaching this [place] after dark. We entered the town with bands playing. The people say that the Rebel army has gone toward Macon, avoiding the position of Sherman. A good many people are still in town, but my duties on the lines which the Rebs. built to protect the town have not yet given me much chance to see this town of greater distances than the original city of Washington. It appears to be scattered over leagues, having a thickly-built business center.

Many [residents] are said to be sincerely Union. As I was marching at the head of my column last night through the dark streets, made intensely so by the heavy shade-trees, I heard a window shoved up and a female voice cry out, “Welcome!” I cried back, “Thank you, and the more so as it is a rare sound down here.” It did, indeed, seem strange, that voice of welcome where we have met little but battle and carnage, coming so suddenly from the impenetrable darkness. For more than a month we have lain face to face with the heavy works thrown around this city, and day after day have I peered over our trenches to catch some new idea of the position of affairs. Three high, broad parapets seemed to bid defiance, and my curiosity was generally met with sharp efforts to plug my head. Week after week their heavy guns and ours have kept up a roaring, during which we have thrown thousands of projectiles from the twenty-pounder Parrott to the sixty-odd-weight ball into this city.

It seemed, therefore, very strange to march unopposed, as I did last night, through these same hostile works, and especially right alongside of one of those frowning fortresses that lay in my original front and which had killed or maimed hundreds of men of my division. I rode along full of queer sensations and exciting emotions. It was too dark to see much, but there was the principal battlement which had caused so much trouble and injury and not a sound came from it. I could hardly realize that its strong and defiant voice had really been silenced….

Source: Alpheus S. Williams Papers, Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library.

141. Benjamin F. Wade and Henry W. Davis: Wade-Davis Manifesto (August 5, 1864) [Excerpts]

Introduction

On December 8, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln offered pardon and amnesty for rebels who took an oath of allegiance to the United States and its laws, including those pertaining to slavery. With this proclamation, Lincoln was looking ahead to the postwar Reconstruction of the South. Two major unresolved issues were the fate of slavery and the political role of African Americans in the Reconstruction process. To begin, Lincoln and congressional Republicans drew up the Thirteenth Amendment to abolish slavery. The Senate passed the bill, but Democrats in the House blocked it. To ensure that the emancipation of the slaves became part of Reconstruction, two radical Republican congressmen, Benjamin F. Wade, the chairman of the Senate Committee on Territories, and Maryland congressman Henry W. Davis, chairman of a special House Reconstruction Committee, drew up the Wade-Davis Bill. This bill set as a requirement of readmission to the Union that Confederate states outlaw slavery. Many Republicans wanted to include a provision for black enfranchisement. But after counting potential votes, Wade concluded that this would so annoy the moderates that the bill would fail. Accordingly, the Wade-Davis Bill passed on July 2, 1864, without the black enfranchisement article. It did contain more extreme requirements than Lincoln wanted. Accordingly, Lincoln refused to sign the bill within the constitutionally mandated time frame and thereby defeated it (a process known as a pocket veto). Lincoln explained that Congress did not have the right to abolish slavery by statute. Outraged, Wade and Davis then issued this manifesto on August 5 declaring that Congress and not the president would determine Reconstruction policies. The acrimony over the Wade-Davis Bill strongly hinted at future conflicts between the executive branch and Congress regarding Reconstruction. Lincoln’s successor, Andrew Johnson, would face the full brunt of this acrimony.

Primary Source

We have read without surprise, but not without indignation, the proclamation of the President of the 8th of July….

The President, by preventing this bill from becoming a law, holds the electoral votes of the rebel States at the dictation of his personal ambition.

If those votes turn the balance in his favor, is it to be supposed that his competitor, defeated by such means, will acquiesce?

If the rebel majority assert their supremacy in those States, and send votes which elect an enemy of the Government, will we not repel his claims?

And is not that civil war for the Presidency inaugurated by the votes of rebel States?

Seriously impressed with these dangers, Congress, “the proper constituted authority,” formally declared that there are no State governments in the rebel States, and provided for their erection at a proper time; and both the Senate and the House of Representatives rejected the Senators and Representatives chosen under the authority of what the President calls the free constitution and government of Arkansas.

The President’s proclamation “holds for naught” this judgment, and discards the authority of the Supreme Court, and strides headlong toward the anarchy his proclamation of the 8th of December inaugurated.

If electors for President be allowed to be chosen in either of those States, a sinister light will be cast on the motives which induced the President to “hold for naught” the will of Congress rather than his government in Louisiana and Arkansas.

That judgment of Congress which the President defies was the exercise of an authority exclusively vested in Congress by the Constitution to determine what is the established government in a State, and in its own nature and by the highest judicial authority binding on all other departments of the Government….

A more studied outrage on the legislative authority of the people has never been perpetrated.

Congress passed a bill; the President refused to approve it, and then by proclamation puts as much of it in force as he sees fit, and proposes to execute those parts by officers unknown to the laws of the United States and not subject to the confirmation of the Senate!

The bill directed the appointment of Provisional Governors by and with the advice and consent of the Senate.

The President, after defeating the law, proposes to appoint without law, and without the advice and consent of the Senate, Military Governors for the rebel States!

He has already exercised this dictatorial usurpation in Louisiana, and he defeated the bill to prevent its limitation….

The President has greatly presumed on the forbearance which the supporters of his Administration have so long practiced, in view of the arduous conflict in which we are engaged, and the reckless ferocity of our political opponents.

But he must understand that our support is of a cause and not of a man; that the authority of Congress is paramount and must be respected; that the whole body of the Union men of Congress will not submit to be impeached by him of rash and unconstitutional legislation; and if he wishes our support, he must confine himself to his executive duties—to obey and execute, not make the laws—to suppress by arms armed rebellion, and leave political reorganization to Congress.

If the supporters of the Government fail to insist on this, they become responsible for the usurpations which they fail to rebuke, and are justly liable to the indignation of the people whose rights and security, committed to their keeping, they sacrifice.

Let them consider the remedy for these usurpations, and, having found it, fearlessly execute it.

Source: George W. Mitchell, The Question before Congress (Philadelphia: A.M.E. Book Concern, 1918), 221–228.

142. Mary Chesnut: Diary Entry about Davis’s Selection of Hood (August 14, 1864)

Introduction

On May 7, 1864, a Union army group commanded by Major General William T. Sherman began advancing against Confederate positions in northern Georgia. The Confederate commander, General Joseph E. Johnston, skillfully parried Sherman’s thrusts by keeping his army between Sherman and Atlanta. Both sides routinely constructed earthworks to secure their positions. Sherman outflanked Johnston’s positions and slowly advanced on Atlanta. Ever since the death of the trusted Albert S. Johnston at the Battle of Shiloh (April 6–7, 1862), President Jefferson Davis had searched for a general to command Confederate forces in the western theater. To date no one had shown the necessary leadership skills, and almost by default Davis had been forced to rely on Joseph E. Johnston. From the beginning of the war, Davis and Johnston had disagreed about strategy. Once again Davis lost confidence in Johnston, doubting that he would hold Atlanta. In addition, Davis thought that correct Confederate strategy required offensive operations outside of Atlanta. Accordingly, he selected the aggressive Lieutenant General John B. Hood to replace Johnston. This proved to be a terrible decision. Beginning on July 20, Hood launched a series of costly attacks that shattered his own army. In eight days, the Army of Tennessee failed to accomplish anything important while suffering more losses that it had for the past 74 days while under Johnston’s command. Hood had to abandon Atlanta. The loss of Atlanta gave President Abraham Lincoln the decisive edge in the presidential election of 1864. In turn, Lincoln’s reelection meant that the Union would maintain the fight until it won the war. Mary Boykin Chesnut, wife of Davis’s aide, James Chesnut Jr., maintained a chatty diary recounting her thoughts and experiences during the Civil War. Because she was close to the seat of power in Richmond, she enjoyed access to numerous prominent Confederate politicians and generals. In the following excerpt, she relates opinions about Davis’s selection of Hood to replace Johnston and its consequences. The “Mr. Davis” is Confederate president Jefferson Davis. “Toombs” is Robert A. Toombs, a Georgia politician and staff officer in the Georgia Militia. “Wigfall” is Confederate congressman Louis T. Wigfall, an outspoken Davis critic. Mary Chesnut’s diary is widely acclaimed as one of the best and most literary of its genre.

Primary Source

August 24, 1864. Conflicting testimony. Young Wade Hampton says Hood lost 12,000 men in the battles of the 22nd and the 24th. Brewster says not three thousand at the uttermost.

Now here are two people strictly truthful who tell things so differently. War? In this war people see the same thing so oddly—one does not know what to believe.

One respected parent—whose moral maxim, “a fool and his money soon parted,” and his military maxim, “might will tell in the end,” were equally disagreeable to his hearers—now says: “Wait till we see who can hold Atlanta. The proof of the pudding is chewing the bag.”

Brewster says when he was in Richmond, Mr. Davis said Johnston would have to be removed and Sherman blocked. He could not make Hardee full general because when he had command of that army he was always importuning the War Department for a general in chief to be sent there—over him. Polk would not do brave soldier and patriot as he was. He was a good soldier and would do his best for his country and do his duty under whoever was put over him by those in authority. But Mr. Davis did not once intimate to him who it was that he intended to promote to the head of the western army.

Brewster calls Joe Brown, governor of Georgia, a trump, and G. W. Smith, a great general.

(Again, what has he done in all these four years of war and trial?)

“Toombs is out there. What is he doing?”

“Talking.”

“This blow at Joe Johnston, cutting off his head, ruins the schemes of the enemies of the government. Wigfall said to me, ‘Go at once. Get Hood to decline to take this command. It will destroy him if he accepts it. He will have to fight under Jeff Davis’s orders. That no one can do now and not lose caste in the western army.’ Joe Johnston does not exactly say that Jeff Davis betrays them to the enemy, but he says he dares not let the president know his plans, as there is a spy in the war office who invariably warns the Yankees in time. Consulting the government in military movements is played out. That’s Wigfall’s way of talking. Now,” added Brewster, “I blame the president for keeping a man at the head of his armies who treats the government with open scorn and contumely, no matter how the people at large rate this disrespectful general.”

More Brewsterania,

The day Hood took command he and General Johnston talked all day. The new commander asked the old one for all his views and plans. And they were given freely—apparently.

If he had only stopped and fought where he could choose the ground, no mortal would have thought he ought to be superseded, let the result have been what it might. But mortal flesh and blood could not stand so much senseless retreating. Mr. Davis’s mistake was to keep Johnston too long. Things are well-nigh hopeless. Three weeks ago there would have been a chance for the country. There are the Delphic oracles of Brewster. Also, Halsey Wigfall has sense a-plenty and he is a brave soldier, but he lacks manners.

“Manners à la Brewster?” snaps Isabella.

Mobile stripped for the fight—noncombatants ordered out of the town.

Horrid times ahead.

One of Clancy’s bits of fun. An Englishman said to Miss Brewster (no kin to ours, however), who dropped her glove:

If from this glove you take the letter g,

It makes it “love”—which now I make to thee.

And Clancy continued the rhymes:

If from this Brewster you take the letter b,

It makes “rooster”—and now I crow to thee.

Source: C. Vann Woodward, ed., Mary Chesnut’s Civil War (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1981), 635–636. Used by permission of Yale University Press.

143. Ulysses S. Grant: Two Messages to Sheridan (August 16, 1864)

Introduction

Confederate guerrillas, or partisan rangers as they were officially called, presented Union authorities with a vexing problem. When the Union armies invaded Southern territory, they quickly found themselves surrounded by partisans singly and in bands, all striving to do their part to evict the invaders. Behind the Union lines, most Southerners stayed loyal to the Confederacy. The civilian population provided the guerrillas with safe havens and logistical support. The guerrillas attacked Union supply bases, wagon trains, bridges, and railroads. Often under the cover of darkness, they sortied to wreck and burn and then went into hiding. It was very hard for the Union forces to stop the guerrillas, since they could not place guards everywhere. There were always weak places, and the guerrillas invariably knew where to find them. Both the threat and the reality of guerrilla activities tied down thousands of Union soldiers in static positions. These facts particularly frustrated Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant. Grant sent the following two messages to Major General Philip H. Sheridan, the commander of the Middle Military Division, a geographic district that included the Shenandoah Valley and the counties east of the valley. Within this area, the war’s most famous guerrilla leader, John S. Mosby, operated. Mosby was a brilliant, daring partisan commander who successfully evaded repeated Union efforts to capture or kill him. Sheridan responded to Grant’s orders by initiating a destructive campaign that targeted crops, livestock, mills, and barns, but he failed to capture Mosby. Sheridan’s campaign represented a shift toward total war in which the difference between military and civilian blurred.

Primary Source

CITY POINT, August 16, 1864—1.30 p.m [Received 6.30 a.m. 17th.]

Major-General SHERIDAN,

Commanding, &c., Winchester, Va.:

Fitz Lee’s division is not in the Valley. We took quite a number of prisoners from it yesterday north of the James. Kershaw’s division has gone to the Valley, and probably two brigades of Wilcox’s division. Some cavalry has gone, but I do not know whose. I would not advise an attack on Early in an intrenched position, but would watch him closely with the cavalry, and if he attempts to move north follow him. The 100-days’ men will have to be discharged at the expiration of their time unless there is a pressing necessity for detaining them for a few days on account of immediate active hostilities. The families of most of Mosby’s men are known, and can be collected. I think they should be taken and kept at Fort McHenry, or some secure place, as hostages for the good conduct of Mosby and his men. Where any of Mosby’s men are caught hang them without trial.

U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General.

CITY POINT, August 16, 1864—3.30 p.m. [Received 8 p.m. 18th.]

Major-General SHERIDAN,

Commanding, &c., Winchester, Va.:

If you can possibly spare a division of cavalry, send them through Loudoun County, to destroy and carry off the crops, animals, negroes, and all men under fifty years of age capable of bearing arms. In this way you will get many of Mosby’s men. All male citizens under fifty can fairly be held as prisoners of war, and not as citizen prisoners. If not already soldiers, they will be made so the moment the rebel army gets hold of them.

U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 43, Part 1 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1893), 811.

144. Democratic Party Platform (August 31, 1864)

Introduction

As the presidential election of 1864 approached, President Abraham Lincoln glumly predicted his defeat. Union offensives in Virginia and Georgia appeared to be bogged down. Casualties had been horrific, and the Northern people had grown war weary. At its convention in Chicago, the Democratic Party nominated George B. McClellan as its presidential candidate. McClellan had been an immensely popular commander of the major Union army, the Army of the Potomac. The Democratic Party believed that his popularity would win crucial support from military voters. On August 31, 1864, the Democratic Party adopted the following platform, which crucially differed from Republican Party policy by promoting a negotiated end to the war. Two dramatic victories altered the political landscape: General William T. Sherman’s capture of Atlanta on September 1, 1864, and Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s success at the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864) and two subsequent successes that cleared the lower Shenandoah Valley of organized Confederate forces. These victories restored Union confidence. In the autumn election, McClellan won only 21 out of 303 potential electoral votes. However, he garnered 45 percent of the popular vote, a number that shows that Lincoln was very vulnerable were it not for the battlefield successes gained by Sherman and Sheridan.

Primary Source

Resolved, That this Convention does explicitly declare, as the sense of the American people, that after four years of failure to restore the Union by the experiment of war, during which, under the pretence of a military necessity, or war power higher than the Constitution, the Constitution itself has been disregarded in every part, and public liberty and private right alike trodden down and the material prosperity of the country essentially impaired—justice, humanity, liberty, and the public welfare demand that immediate efforts be made for a cessation of hostilities, with a view to an ultimate Convention of the States, or other peaceable means, to the end that at the earliest practicable moment peace may be restored on the basis of the Federal Union of the States.

Resolved, That the direct interference of the military authorities of the United States in the recent elections held in Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, and Delaware, was a shameful violation of the Constitution; and a repetition of such acts in the approaching election will be held as revolutionary, and will be resisted with all the means and power under our control.

Resolved, That the aim and object of the Democratic Party is to preserve the Federal Union and the rights of the States unimpaired; and they hereby declare that they consider that the administrative usurpation of extraordinary and dangerous powers not granted by the Constitution; the subversion of the civil by the military law in States not in insurrection; the arbitrary arrest, imprisonment, trial, and sentence of American citizens in States where civil law exists in full force; the suppression of freedom of speech and of the press; the denial of the right of asylum; the open and avowed disregard of State rights; the employment of unusual test-oaths, and the interference with and denial of the right of the people to bear arms in their defence, is calculated to prevent a restoration of the Union and the perpetuation of a Government deriving its just powers from the consent of the governed.

Source: Official Proceedings of the Democratic National Convention, Held in 1864 at Chicago (Chicago: Times Stream Book and Job Printing House, 1864), 27.

145. John B. Hood and William T. Sherman: Correspondence after the Occupation of Atlanta (September 10–12, 1864)

Introduction

On July 17, 1864, as Major General William T. Sherman’s army group closed in on Atlanta, Confederate president Jefferson Davis installed Lieutenant General John B. Hood as commander of the defending forces. Beginning on July 20, Hood launched a series of costly attacks. By July 26, Sherman’s army had closely invested Atlanta. The two armies confronted one another along a line of fortifications built on the city’s outskirts. Rather than assault these nearly impregnable fortifications, Sherman laid siege to Atlanta while maneuvering to isolate the city by severing its rail connections with the rest of the South. Hood tried to counter these maneuvers. The decisive Battle of Jonesboro (August 31–September 1, 1864) occurred on a key rail line outside Atlanta. Union success compelled Hood to order the evacuation of Atlanta on September 1, 1864. After occupying Atlanta, Sherman resolved to convert it into an armed camp that could be held with minimal force. He ordered the citizens to leave the city. This order prompted an exchange of letters between Sherman and Hood in which each general fought in words many of the key themes that had caused the war in the first place. In addition, the generals debated war policies, with each man finding their enemy’s conduct odious. After this exchange, Hood marched north to attack Sherman’s lines of communication. After weeks of maneuver, Sherman realized the futility of defending these lines and resolved to divide his army group. He sent a portion north to confront Hood, while the balance began Sherman’s famous March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864).

Primary Source

HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, In the Field, Atlanta, Ga., September 10, 1864.

General J. B. HOOD, C. S. Army, Comdg. Army of Tennessee:

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date [9th], at the hands of Messrs. Ball and Crew, consenting to the arrangements I had proposed to facilitate the removal south of the people of Atlanta who prefer to go in that direction. I inclose you a copy of my orders, which will, I am satisfied, accomplish my purpose perfectly. You style the measure proposed “unprecedented,” and appeal to the dark history of war for a parallel as an act of “studied and ingenious cruelty.” It is not unprecedented, for General Johnston himself, very wisely and properly, removed the families all the way from Dalton down, and I see no reason why Atlanta should be excepted. Nor is it necessary to appeal to the dark history of war when recent and modern examples are so handy. You, yourself, burned dwelling-houses along your parapet, and I have seen to-day fifty houses that you have rendered uninhabitable because they stood in the way of your forts and men. You defended Atlanta on a line so close to town that every cannon shot and many musket shots from our line of investment that overshot their mark went into the habitations of women and children. General Hardee did the same at Jonesborough, and General Johnston did the same last summer at Jackson, Miss. I have not accused you of heartless cruelty, but merely instance these cases of very recent occurrence, and could go on and enumerate hundreds of others and challenge any fair man to judge which of us has the heart of pity for the families of a “brave people.” I say that it is kindness to these families of Atlanta to remove them now at once from scenes that women and children should not be exposed to, and the “brave people” should scorn to commit their wives and children to the rude barbarians who thus, as you say, violate the laws of war, as illustrated in the pages of its dark history. In the name of common sense I ask you not to appeal to a just God in such a sacrilegious manner; you who, in the midst of peace and prosperity, have plunged a nation into war, dark and cruel war; who dared and badgered us to battle, insulted our flag, seized our arsenals and forts that were left in the honorable custody of peaceful ordnance sergeants; seized and made “prisoners of war” the very garrisons sent to protect your people against negroes and Indians long before any overt act was committed by the, to you, hated Lincoln Government; tried to force Kentucky and Missouri into rebellion, [in] spite of themselves; falsified the vote of Louisiana, turned loose your privateers to plunder unarmed ships; expelled Union families by the thousands; burned their houses and declared by an act of your Congress the confiscation of all debts due Northern men for goods had and received. Talk thus to the marines, but not to me, who have seen these things, and who will this day make as much sacrifice for the peace and honor of the South as the best born Southerner among you. If we must be enemies, let us be men and fight it out, as we propose to do, and not deal in such hypocritical appeals to God and humanity. God will judge us in due time, and He will pronounce whether it be more humane to fight with a town full of women, and the families of “a brave people” at our back, or to remove them in time to places of safety among their own friends and people.

W. T. SHERMAN

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TENNESSEE, September 12, 1864.

Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN, Commanding Military Division of the Mississippi:

GENERAL; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th [10th] instant, with its inclosure, in reference to the women, children, and others whom you have thought proper to expel from their homes in the city of Atlanta. Had you seen proper to let the matter rest there, I would gladly have allowed your letter to close this correspondence, and without your expressing it in words would have been willing to believe that whilst “the interests of the United States,” in your opinion, compelled you to an act of barbarous cruelty, you regretted the necessity, and we would have dropped the subject. But you have chosen to indulge in statements which I feel compelled to notice, at least so far as to signify my dissent and not allow silence in regard to them to be construed as acquiescence. I see nothing in your communication which induces me to modify the language of condemnation with which I characterized your order. It but strengthens me in the opinion that it stands “pre-eminent in the dark history of war, for studied and ingenious cruelty.” Your original order was stripped of all pretenses; you announced the edict for the sole reason that it was “to the interest of the United States.” This alone you offered to us and the civilized world as an all-sufficient reason for disregarding the laws of God and man. You say that “General Johnston himself, very wisely and properly, removed the families all the way from Dalton down.” It is due to that gallant soldier and gentleman to say that no act of his distinguished career gives the least color to your unfounded aspersions upon his conduct. He depopulated no villages nor towns nor cities, either friendly or hostile. He offered and extended friendly aid to his unfortunate fellow-citizens who desired to flee from your fraternal embraces. You are equally unfortunate in your attempt to find a justification for this act of cruelty either in the defense of Jonesborough, by General Hardee, or of Atlanta by myself. General Hardee defended his position in front of Jonesborough at the expense of injury to the houses, an ordinary, proper, and justifiable act of war. I defended Atlanta at the same risk and cost. If there was any fault in either case, it was your own, in not giving notice, especially in the case of Atlanta, of your purpose to shell the town, which is usual in war among civilized nations. No inhabitant was expelled from his home and fireside by the orders of General Hardee or myself, and therefore your recent order can find no support from the conduct of either of us. I feel no other emotion than pain in reading that portion of your letter which attempts to justify your shelling Atlanta without notice under pretense that I defended Atlanta upon a line so close to town that every cannon shot, and many musket balls from your line of investment, that over-shot their mark went into the habitations of women and children. I made no complaint of your firing into Atlanta in any way you thought proper. I make none now, but there are a hundred thousand witnesses that you fired into the habitations of women and children for weeks, firing far above and miles beyond my line of defense. I have too good an opinion, founded both upon observation and experience, of the skill of your artillerists to credit the insinuation that they for several weeks unintentionally fired too high for my modest field-works, and slaughtered women and children by accident and want of skill.

The residue of your letter is rather discussion. It opens a wide field for the discussion of questions which I do not feel are committed to me. I am only a general of one of the armies of the Confederate States, charged with military operations in the field, under the direction of my superior officers, and I am not called upon to discuss with you the causes of the present war, or the political questions which led to or resulted from it. These grave and important questions have been committed to far abler hands than mine, and I shall only refer to them so far as to repel any unjust conclusion which might be drawn from my silence. You charge my country with “daring and badgering you to battle.” The truth is, we sent commissioners to you respectfully offering a peaceful separation before the first gun was fired on either side. You say we insulted your flag. The truth is we fired upon it and those who fought under it when you came to our doors upon the mission of subjugation. You say we seized upon your forts and arsenals and made prisoners of the garrisons sent to protect us against negroes and Indians. The truth is, we, by force of arms, drove out insolent intruders, and took possession of our own forts and arsenals to resist your claims to dominion over masters, slaves, and Indians, all of whom are to this day, with a unanimity unexampled in the history of the world, warring against your attempts to become their masters. You say that we tried to force Missouri and Kentucky into rebellion in spite of themselves. The truth is my Government, from the beginning of this struggle to this hour, has again and again offered, before the whole world to leave it to the unbiased will of these States and all others to determine for themselves whether they will cast their destiny with your Government or ours; and your Government has resisted this fundamental principle of free institutions with the bayonet, and labors daily by force and fraud to fasten its hateful tyranny upon the unfortunate freemen of these States. You say we falsified the vote of Louisiana. The truth is, Louisiana not only separated herself from your Government by nearly a unanimous vote of her people, but has vindicated the act upon every battle-field from Gettysburg to the Sabine, and has exhibited an heroic devotion to her decision which challenges the admiration and respect of every man capable of feeling sympathy for the oppressed or admiration for heroic valor. You say that we turned loose pirates to plunder your unarmed ships. The truth is, when you robbed us of our part of the navy, we built and bought a few vessels, hoisted the flag of our country, and swept the seas, in defiance of your navy, around the whole circumference of the globe. You say we have expelled Union families by thousands. The truth is not a single family has been expelled from the Confederate States, that I am aware of, but, on the contrary, the moderation of our Government toward traitors has been a fruitful theme of denunciation by its enemies and many well-meaning friends of our cause. You say my Government, by acts of Congress, has “confiscated all debts due Northern men for goods sold and delivered.” The truth is our Congress gave due and ample time to your merchants and traders to depart from our shores with their ships, goods, and effects, and only sequestrated the property of our enemies in retaliation for their acts, declaring us traitors and confiscating our property wherever their power extended, either in their country or our own. Such are your accusations, and such are the facts known of all men to be true.

You order into exile the whole population of a city, drive men, women, and children from their homes at the point of the bayonet, under the plea that it is to the interest of your Government, and on the claim that it is an act of “kindness to these families of Atlanta.” Butler only banished from New Orleans the registered enemies of his Government, and acknowledged that he did it as a punishment. You issue a sweeping edict covering all the inhabitants of a city and add insult to the injury heaped upon the defenseless by assuming that you have done them a kindness. This you follow by the assertion that you will “make as much sacrifice for the peace and honor of the South as the best born Southerner.” And because I characterized what you call a kindness as being real cruelty you presume to sit in judgment between me and my God and you decide that my earnest prayer to the Almighty Father to save our women and children from what you call kindness is a “sacrilegious, hypocritical appeal.” You came into our country with your army avowedly for the purpose of subjugating free white men, women, and children, and not only intend to rule over them, but you make negroes your allies and desire to place over us an inferior race, which we have raised from barbarism to its present position, which is the highest ever attained by that race in any country in all time. I must, therefore, decline to accept your statements in reference to your kindness toward the people of Atlanta, and your willingness to sacrifice everything for the peace and honor of the South, and refuse to be governed by your decision in regard to matters between myself, my country, and my God. You say, “let us fight it out like men.” To this my reply is, for myself, and, I believe, for all the true men, aye, and women and children, in my country, we will fight you to the death. Better die a thousand deaths than submit to live under you or your Government and your negro allies.

Having answered the points forced upon me by your letter of the 9th [10th] of September, I close this correspondence with you, and notwithstanding your comments upon my appeal to God in the cause of humanity, I again humbly and reverently invoke His Almighty aid in defense of justice and right.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. B. HOOD, General.

HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, In the Field, Atlanta, Ga., September 14, 1864.

General J. B. HOOD, C. S. Army, Commanding Army of Tennessee:

GENERAL: Yours of September 12 is received and has been carefully perused. I agree with you that this discussion by two soldiers is out of place and profitless, but you must admit that you began the controversy by characterizing an official act of mine in unfair and improper terms. I reiterate my former answer, and to the only new matter contained in your rejoinder I add, we have no negro “allies” in this army; not a single negro soldier left Chattanooga with this army or is with it now. There are a few guarding Chattanooga, which General Steedman sent to drive Wheeler out of Dalton. I was not bound by the laws of war to give notice of the shelling of Atlanta, a “fortified town” with magazines, arsenals, foundries, and public stores. You were bound to take notice. See the books. This is the conclusion of our correspondence, which I did not begin, and terminate with satisfaction.

I am, with respect, your obedient servant,

W. T. SHERMAN,

Major-General, Commanding.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 39, Parts 2 and 9 (S#78).

146. Philip H. Sheridan: Reports to Grant on the Shenandoah Valley (October 1 and 7, 1864)

Introduction

As the presidential election of 1864 approached, President Abraham Lincoln glumly predicted his defeat. Union offensives in Virginia and Georgia appeared to be bogged down. Casualties had been horrific, and the Northern people had grown war weary. Two dramatic victories altered the political landscape: General William T. Sherman’s capture of Atlanta on September 1, 1864, and Major General Philip H. Sheridan’s success at the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864) and subsequently at the Battle of Fishers Hill (September 22, 1864). The Shenandoah Valley, a resource-rich region that helped feed the Confederate forces operating in Virginia, was widely considered to be “the breadbasket of the Confederacy.” Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant ordered Sheridan to destroy the valley’s productive capacity, telling Sheridan to turn it into a “barren waste” so that “crows flying over it for the balance of this season will have to carry their provender with them.” In response, Sheridan ordered his horsemen to destroy or carry away the valley’s crops and livestock and burn its barns and mills. This was total war of a type not yet seen in the Civil War. The civilians living in the Shenandoah Valley called this period of time “The Great Burning.” Sherman would replicate Sheridan’s conduct during his own march from Atlanta to the Atlantic coast and then again in the march through the Carolinas.
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HARRISONBURG, October 1, 1864—10 a.m. (Received 3d.)

Lieutenant-General GRANT:

I have ordered General Wilson to report to Sherman. He is the best man for the position. I have devastated the Valley from Staunton down to Mount Crawford, and will continue. The destruction of mills, grain, forage, foundries, &c., is very great. The cavalry report to me that they have collected 3,000 head of cattle and sheep between Staunton and Mount Crawford. The difficulty of transporting this army through the mountain passes onto the railroad at Charlottesville is such that I regard it as impracticable, with my present means of transportation. The rebels have given up the Valley, excepting Waynesborough, which has been occupied by them since my cavalry was there. I think that the best policy will be to let the burning of the crops of the Valley be the end of this campaign, and let some of this army go somewhere else.

P. H. SHERIDAN, Major-General.

WOODSTOCK, October 7, 1864—9 p.m. (Received 9th.)

I have the honor to report my command at this point to-night. I commenced moving back from Port Republic, Mount Crawford, Bridgewater, and Harrisonburg yesterday morning. The grain and forage in advance of these points up to Staunton had previously been destroyed. In moving back to this point the whole country from the Blue Ridge to the North Mountains has been made untenable for a rebel army. I have destroyed over 2,000 barns filled with wheat, hay, and farming implements; over seventy mills filled with flour and wheat; have driven in front of the army over 4[,000] head of stock, and have killed and issued to the troops not less than 3,000 sheep. This destruction embraces the Luray Valley and Little Fort Valley, as well as the main valley. A large number of horses have been obtained, a proper estimate of which I cannot now make. Lieut. John R. Meigs, my engineer officer, was murdered beyond Harrisonburg, near Dayton. For this atrocious act all the houses within an area of five miles were burned. Since I came into the Valley, from Harper’s Ferry up to Harrisonburg, every train, every small party, and every straggler has been bushwhacked by people, many of whom have protection papers from commanders who have been hitherto in this valley. From the vicinity of Harrisonburg over 400 wagon-loads of refugees have been sent back to Martinsburg; most of these people were Dunkers and had been conscripted. The people here are getting sick of the war; heretofore they have had no reason to complain, because they have been living in great abundance. I have not been followed by the enemy up to this point, with the exception of a small force of rebel cavalry that showed themselves some distance behind my rear guard to-day. A party of 100 of the Eighth Ohio Cavalry, which I had stationed at the bridge over the North Shenandoah, near Mount Jackson, was attacked by McNeill, with seventeen men; report they were asleep, and the whole party dispersed or captured. I think that they will all turn up; I learn that fifty-six of them have reached Winchester. McNeill was mortally wounded and fell into our hands. This was fortunate, as he was the most daring and dangerous of all the bushwhackers in this section of the country. I would have preferred sending troops to you by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad; it would have been the quickest and most concealed way of sending them. The keeping open of the road to Front Royal will require large guards to protect it against a very small number of partisan troops. It also obliges me to have a pontoon train, if it is to be kept open, to bridge the Shenandoah and keep up communication with Winchester. However, in a day or two I can tell better. I sent a party of cavalry through Thornton’s Gap, and directed the balance of the division of cavalry which I have left in the Valley to take position at Millwood, occupying Chester Gap and Front Royal. Thornton’s Gap I have given up, as of no value. With this disposition of forces, I will move infantry round the mountains, via Strasburg, as soon as possible. To-morrow I will continue the destruction of wheat, forage, &c., down to Fisher’s Hill. When this is completed the Valley, from Winchester up to Staunton, ninety-two miles, will have but little in it for man or beast. In previous dispatches I have used “lower Valley” when I should have said “upper Valley,” or, in other words, in my last dispatch I intended to say that the grain and forage from Staunton up to Lexington had been sent to Richmond, and that the grain and forage from Staunton to Strasburg had been left for the wintering of Early’s army. Yesterday Colonel Powell captured a guerrilla camp on the mountains, with ten wagons and teams.

P. H. SHERIDAN, Major-General.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 43, Part 1.

147. John B. Gordon: Book Excerpt, Account of the Battle of Cedar Creek (1864)

Introduction

Major General Philip H. Sheridan twice defeated Confederate forces in the Shenandoah Valley: once at the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864) and again at the Battle of Fishers Hill (September 22, 1864). The victories left Sheridan and his army overly confident. Meanwhile, Confederate major general Jubal A. Early, in spite of being badly outnumbered, resolved to attack. From a mountaintop overlooking the Union camp, Brigadier General John B. Gordon carefully studied the Union positions. He devised an excellent plan to approach the Union position stealthily and then attack the Union flank with overwhelming force. Early approved the plan, and on October 19, 1864, the Confederate attack began. The attack surprised and routed most of the Union army. As the following excerpt from Gordon’s memoirs describes, the crisis of the day came when Early decided not to press his attack. Only one Union corps, the veteran VI Corps, was still holding its ground. Early thought that it would retire along with the rest of the shaken Union force. Meanwhile, the hungry Confederates dispersed to loot the Union camps, and Sheridan arrived on the field. Sheridan had been absent when the battle began, having traveled to attend a conference in Washington and returning only as far as Winchester, some 14 miles to the north. When he heard the sounds of battle, he rode hard to the field to rally the men. At 4:00 p.m., Sheridan launched a counterattack that drove Early back while inflicting heavy losses, capturing 25 guns and most of the Confederate wheeled transport, including ambulances, ammunition wagons, and baggage wagons. Total Union losses were 5,665, while Confederate losses numbered 2,910. However, the Battle of Cedar Creek was a strategic success for the Union. Never again would the Confederates be able to muster a significant force in the Shenandoah Valley. Sheridan’s victory also contributed to President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection.
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At little after sunrise we had captured nearly all of the Union artillery; we had scattered in veriest rout two thirds of the Union army; while less than one third of the Confederate forces had been under fire, and that third intact and jubilant. Only the Sixth Corps of Sheridan’s entire force held its ground. It was on the right rear and had been held in reserve. It stood like a granite breakwater, built to beat back the oncoming flood; but it was also doomed unless some marvellous intervention should check the Confederate concentration which was forming against it. That intervention did occur, as will be seen; and it was a truly marvellous intervention, because it came from the Confederate commander himself. Sheridan’s Sixth Corps was so situated after the other corps were dispersed, that nothing could have saved it if the arrangement for its destruction had been carried out. It was at that hour largely outnumbered, and I had directed every Confederate command then subject to my orders to assail it in front and upon both flanks simultaneously. At the same time I had directed the brilliant chief of artillery, Colonel Thomas H. Carter of Virginia, who had no superior in ability and fighting qualities in that arm of the service in either army, to gallop along the broad highway with all his batteries and with every piece of captured artillery available, and to pour an incessant stream of shot and shell upon this solitary remaining corps, explaining to him at the same time the movements I had ordered the infantry to make. As Colonel Carter surveyed the position of Sheridan’s Sixth Corps (it could not have been better placed for our purposes), he exclaimed: “General, you will need no infantry. With enfilade fire from my batteries I will destroy that corps in twenty minutes.”

At this moment General Early came upon the field, and said:

“Well, Gordon, this is glory enough for one day. This is the 19th. Precisely one month ago to-day we were going in the opposite direction.”

His allusion was to our flight from Winchester on the 19th of September. I replied: “It is very well so far, general; but we have one more blow to strike, and then there will not be left an organized company of infantry in Sheridan’s army.”

I pointed to the Sixth Corps and explained the movements I had ordered, which I felt sure would compass the capture of that corps—certainly its destruction. When I had finished, he said: “No use in that; they will all go directly.”

“That is the Sixth Corps, general. It will not go, unless we drive it from the field.”

“Yes, it will go too, directly.”

My heart went into my boots. Visions of the fatal halt on the first clay at Gettysburg, and of the whole day’s hesitation to permit an assault on Grant’s exposed flank on the 6th of May in the Wilderness, rose before me. And so it came to pass that the fatal halting, the hesitation, the spasmodic firing, and the isolated movements in the face of the sullen, slow, and orderly retreat of this superb Federal corps, lost us the great opportunity, and converted the brilliant victory of the morning into disastrous defeat in the evening.

Source: John B. Gordon, Reminiscences of the Civil War (New York: Scribner, 1904), 340–342.

148. Thomas Buchanan Read: Poem, “Sheridan’s Ride” (1864)

Introduction

Major General Philip H. Sheridan twice defeated Confederate forces in the Shenandoah Valley: once at the Third Battle of Winchester (September 19, 1864) and again at the Battle of Fishers Hill (September 22, 1864). The victories left Sheridan and his army overly confident. Meanwhile, Confederate Major General Jubal A. Early, in spite of being badly outnumbered, resolved to attack. On October 19, 1864, the Confederate attack began. The attack surprised and routed most of the Union army. Only one Union corps, the veteran VI Corps, held its ground. Early thought that it would retire along with the rest of the shaken Union force. Meanwhile, the hungry Confederates dispersed to loot the Union camps, and Sheridan arrived on the field. He had been absent when the battle began, having traveled to attend a conference in Washington and returning only as far as Winchester, some 14 miles to the north. When he heard the sounds of battle, he rode hard to the field to rally the men. At 4:00 p.m. he launched a counterattack that drove Early back while inflicting heavy losses. The Battle of Cedar Creek was a strategic success for the Union. Never again would the Confederates be able to muster a significant force in the Shenandoah Valley. Sheridan’s victory also contributed to President Abraham Lincoln’s reelection. Thomas Buchanan Read composed a poem titled “Sheridan’s Ride” that dramatized Sheridan’s role. Born in 1822 in Pennsylvania, as an adult Read worked a variety of jobs while struggling to support his writing career. Over time his popularity as a poet increased, and he became well regarded by his contemporaries. Modern critics consider his poetry simple and derivative. However, at the time, “Sheridan’s Ride” well captured Northern patriotic response to the victory at Cedar Creek. The poem appeared on the front page of Harper’s Weekly in November 1864.
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Sheridan’s Ride

By Thomas Buchanan Read

Up from the South at break of day,

Bringing to Winchester fresh dismay,

The affrighted air with a shudder bore,

Like a herald in haste to the chieftain’s door.

The terrible grumble and rumble and roar,

Telling the battle was on once more,

And Sheridan twenty miles away.

And wider still those billows of war

Thundered along the horizon’s bar,

And louder yet into Winchester rolled

The roar of that red sea uncontrolled,

Making the blood of the listener cold,

As he thought of the stake in that fiery fray,

And Sheridan twenty miles away.

But there is a road from Winchester town,

A good broad highway leading down;

And there, through the flush of the morning light,

A steed, as black as the steeds of night,

Was seen to pass as with eagle flight—

As if he knew the terrible need,

He stretched away with his utmost speed;

Hill rose and fell—but his heart was gay,

With Sheridan fifteen miles away.

Still sprung from those swift hoofs, thundering south,

The dust, like the smoke from the cannon’s mouth,

Or the trail of a comet sweeping faster and faster,

Foreboding to traitors the doom of disaster;

The heart of the steed and the heart of the master

Were beating like prisoners assaulting their walls,

Impatient to be where the battle-field calls;

Every nerve of the charger was strained to full play,

With Sheridan only ten miles away.

Under his spurning feet, the road

Like an arrowy Alpine river flowed,

And the landscape sped away behind

Like an ocean flying before the wind;

And the steed, like a bark fed with furnace ire,

Swept on with his wild eye full of fire,

But lo! he is nearing his heart’s desire—

He is snuffing the smoke of the roaring fray,

With Sheridan only five miles away.

The first that the General saw were the groups

Of stragglers, and then the retreating troops;—

What was done—what to do—a glance told him both;

Then striking his spurs with a terrible oath,

He dashed down the line ’mid a storm of huzzas,

And the wave of retreat checked its course there because

The sight of the master compelled it to pause;

With foam and with dust the black charger was gray;

By the flash of his eye, and his red nostril’s play,

He seemed to the whole great army to say;

“I have brought you Sheridan all the way

From Winchester down to save the day!”

Hurrah! hurrah! for Sheridan!

Hurrah! hurrah! for horse and man!

And when their statues are placed on high

Under the dome of the Union sky,

The American soldier’s Temple of Fame,

There with the glorious General’s name

Be it said in letters both bold and bright,

“Here is the steed that saved the day

By carrying Sheridan into the fight,

From Winchester—twenty miles away.”

Source: Thomas Buchanan Read, “Sheridan’s Ride” (Philadelphia: J. Magee, 1864).

149. Josiah Gorgas: Diary Entry about Ordnance and the Winter of 1864–1865 (October 22, 1864)

Introduction

West Point graduate Josiah Gorgas became chief of ordnance for the Confederacy on April 8, 1861. Gorgas confronted huge problems, as the agrarian South was short of all sorts of war matériel and lacked a manufacturing base. However, he proved to be an able administrator and by 1863 had the Richmond-based Ordnance Bureau operating efficiently. In the autumn of 1864, the supply situation had dramatically worsened as the Confederacy lost territory and resources to Union offensives. In the following diary entry, Gorgas speculates about the coming winter. “The limited means of transportation” he refers to was a crucial factor in Confederate defeat. Southern railroads and train engines were wearing out and could not be replaced, since the South lacked the industry to produce rails and machinery. Horse-drawn transport was far less efficient, and the available horses were weakened by chronic malnutrition. The ships that Gorgas refers to are government-owned blockade-runners. In April 1864 the Confederate government began a program of owning and operating blockade-runners. Heretofore, blockade-running had been a commercial affair conducted by private operators whose goal was financial gain. Consequently, cargoes had included high-profit luxury goods. The government purchased 14 steamers, paying for them with Cotton Certificates, a special form of promissory note, and put them in service. They proved to be very successful in delivering invaluable war matériel, primarily via the port of Wilmington, North Carolina. During the entire war, blockade-runners delivered to the South 60 percent of its modern arms, 30 percent of its lead, 75 percent of the army’s saltpeter, and almost all the paper used to manufacture cartridges in addition to large quantities of cloth, leather, chemicals, metals, and food.
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October 22nd. There is no military news of especial interest. The winter is coming forward and closing around us drearily enough. I look forward to mid-winter with anxiety. There is not food enough to sustain the population here, and altho’ there is abundance in the country the limited means of transportation and the unsettled state of the markets prevents food from reaching here. I fear we shall see trouble on this score, especially should we have a cold winter.—We have lately lost three ships in which we were interested: “Phantom” (our own); “Douro,” of which the cargo was ours; “Venus” belonging to the Collie and Crenshaw line, of which we (the War Dept.) own one-half, and the cargo was entirely on Government account, consisting of bacon and quartermaster’s stores. The vessels attached by my Bureau have been very lucky, the “Phantom” being the first and only loss; her cargo was partly saved.

Source: Sarah Woolfolk Wiggins, ed., The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857–1878 (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1995), 84. Used by permission of the University of Alabama Press.

150. Three Documents Relating to Indians in Confederate Service (October–November 1864)

Introduction

As in previous wars among white people (the French and Indian War, the American Revolutionary War, and the War of 1812), Indian individuals and tribes confronted a choice during the Civil War. Despite the fact that most Indian nations had long ago been forced to move beyond the western frontiers of the warring states, some deemed it in their interest to join one side or the other, while some preferred to remain neutral. Union and Confederate forces both tried to recruit Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles, now residing in Indian Territory (in present-day Oklahoma). Some tribes themselves split into two factions. The Indian regiments raised by each side fought mostly for control of Indian Territory and the borderlands of the adjacent states. The Cherokee Nation divided, with Stand Watie—promoted to brigadier general—leading the Confederate faction. The Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations fought for the Confederates. The first document below is an act by the Chickasaw legislature calling for volunteers—and failing that, conscription—to Confederate service. The second document is the Chickasaw governor’s proclamation calling for volunteers. The third document is a letter from Confederate general Samuel B. Maxey, the commander of Indian Territory.
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY

Fort Towson, C. N., October 27, 1864.

The following acts of the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation, with the proclamation of Governor Pratt, are published for the information of all concerned:

By order of Maj. Gen. S. B. Maxey:

M. J. BELL,

Assistant Adjutant. General.

ACT OF CONSCRIPTION.

First. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation, That from and after the passage of this act the Governor be, and he is hereby, required to issue his proclamation calling upon all able-bodied free male citizens of this nation to volunteer in the service of the Confederate States.

Second. Be it further enacted. That should not the people respond to the call of the Governor for volunteers for the C.S. service in one month from the passage of the act, all able-bodied free male citizens of this nation between the ages of eighteen and forty five years of age shall be conscripted according to the conscript act of the Confederate states.

Third. Be it further enacted. That the lieutenant colonel commanding the Chickasaw Battalion shall have power, and he is hereby authorized, to appoint enrolling officers, whose duty it shall be to enroll all able-bodied free male citizens, as specified in the second section of this act, according to the conscript act of the Confederate States.

Fourth. Be it further enacted. That no free male citizen of this nation between the ages specified in the second section of this act shall be allowed to enlist in any Caddo, Comanche or Osage company now in the service of Confederate States.

Passed the House October 11, 1864.

WM. McLish,

Speaker of the House.

Attest:

S. S. Gamble.

Clerk of the House.

Passed the Senate with the amendment October 11, 1864

Edmund Perry.

President pro tempore of the Senate.

Attest:

B. F. Perry.

Clerk of the Senate.

Approved October 11, 1864.

Horace Pratt.

Governor of the Chickasaw Nation.

Alex Bennie.

National Secretary.

Speaker of the House

Approved October 8,1864. HORACE PRATT,

Governor of the Chickasaw Nation.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation. That from and after the passage of this act all civil officers of this nation shall be exempt from military duty.

Second. Be it further enacted. That all judges, clerks, sheriffs and constables of this nation shall be exempt from militia duty, provided, however, that in case of a threatened invasion of our country all shall respond to the call of the Governor.

Passed the Senate October 8, 1864.

WM. Kemp.

President of the Senate.

Attest:

B. F. Perry.

Secretary Senate.

Passed the House October 8, 1864.

WM. McLish

Speaker of the House.

Attest:

S. S. Gamble,

Clerk of the House.

Approved October 8, 1864.

Horace Pratt.

Governor of the Chickasaw Nation.

Alex Rennie.

National Secretary.

PROCLAMATION.

Whereas, the necessities of the times, our treaty stipulations with the Confederate States of America, and a call from the President of the Confederate States require the Chickasaw Nation to furnish troops for the C. S. service, according to the fifty-first article of the treaty made at North Fork, C. N., July 12, 1861, between the Confederate States of America and the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nation, to co-operate with our allied Indian forces now in the field for the defense of our country;

and

Whereas, the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation did, on the 11th day of October, 1864, pass an act of conscription, to take effect within thirty days from the passage of that act:

Now, therefore, I, Horace Pratt, Governor of the Chickasaw Nation, do issue this my proclamation, in accordance with the first section of that act, calling upon all able bodied free male citizens to volunteer in the service of the Confederate States and fill up the ranks of the First Chickasaw Regiment before the 12th day of November next, and thereby avoid conscription and raise the honor of the Chickasaw Nation, as on the 12th day of November the conscription act goes into effect. And I am justified in stating, for the information of all concerned, that efforts are being made by the proper officer to furnish the soldiers with good and comfortable clothing, as well as tents and other articles necessary, as soon as possible.

HORACE PRATT,

Governor Chickasaw Nation.

ALEXANDER RENNIE

National Secretary.

Tishomingo, October 12, 1864

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY,

Fort Towson. C. N., November 12, 1864.

General R KIRBY SMITH.

Shreveport, La.:

GENERAL: I returned to this place from my tour yesterday evening. I went to the session of the grand council of the Indians in alliance with the Confederacy, held at Armstrong Academy, upon the invitation of Governor P. P. Pitchlynn, the present principal chief of the Choctaw Nation. Before starting I notified Mr. Israel Folsom, president of the council, of the day I would arrive. Upon my arrival a resolution was presented requesting me to deliver an address upon the condition of the Territory on Saturday last at 10 a. m. This was delivered to me at my camp on Friday evening by the committee, Col. D. N. McIntosh, First Creek Regiment, and Col. W. P. Adair, Second Cherokee Regiment, delegates from their respective nations. In compliance with the request of the council, as contained in the resolution, I addressed that body on Saturday in a speech of three hours. The delegations from the different tribes and nations were full, and as a general rule, from the leading nations, and would compare favorably in point of intelligence and talent with similar bodies in the States. I was only in the council chamber on the above occasion, but have learned from various sources that the session was harmonious, closing on Thursday evening last. I am convinced from what I saw and have heard from intelligent members, that a general confidence in the ultimate success of our cause pervaded the members, and a general determination to comply religiously with the terms of the treaty. The council, by resolution after I left, fully endorsed my administration, civil and military. I have been furnished with official copies of their resolutions relating to myself, and respectfully forward to you copies. In view of the efforts of a few to bring about a change of district commanders, this action of the general grand council of the allied nations was very gratifying. My course has been indorsed by the department commander, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the council of the tribes and nations in alliance, the people in the contiguous portions of Texas and Arkansas, and above all, by my own conscience, and whatever action the War Department or the President may see fit to take, I shall now rest satisfied. The command of this district is not desirable. There are more embarrassing elements to contend with here than elsewhere, and the labor, physical and mental, is very great. I was, however, unwilling to be relieved by any order that has the appearance of censure. So far as my own reputation is concerned, it will not be increased or diminished by the action of the War Department, whatever it may be. I went into this war for the good of the country, and have as much interest in success as the President or any other citizen. No position in the Army that could be conferred, however high, would be accepted in time of peace, and when that glorious time comes round again I shall gladly retire to my citizen home and wonted civil pursuits. As to the opinions that may be entertained of me, I have all my life through endeavored to be governed by the advice of Cardinal Wolsey to Cromwell:

Be just, and fear not.

Let all the ends thou aim’st at be thy country’s.

Thy God’s and truth’s: then, if thou fall’st, O, Cromwell!

Thou fall’st a blessed martyr.

And when I have the blessing of an approving conscience I care very little for the opinions of men. In this case this council has done what its members conceive but simple justice. I feel assured that you will be pleased at this action. It sustains you to the full in your own course.

Very sincerely, your friend,

S. B. Maxey,

Major General

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 53 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1898), 1024–1026.

151. William T. Sherman: Orders Concerning the March to the Sea (November 8–9, 1864)

Introduction

Following his capture of Atlanta on September 1, 1864, Union major general William T. Sherman’s armies futilely chased General John B. Hood’s Confederates. Then Sherman outlined a different plan in a telegram sent to President Abraham Lincoln and Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant. Sherman proposed sending 30,000 men back to Tennessee to defend Nashville against Hood, while Sherman would personally lead 62,000 Union soldiers through Georgia toward the seacoast. On November 15, 1864, Sherman commenced what became known as the March to the Sea. During this march, his soldiers carved a 60-mile-wide path of destruction that stretched 285 miles across Georgia from Atlanta to Savannah. Sherman’s forces broke away from the Union supply lines and foraged in the Southern countryside, utilizing Confederate resources to supply themselves. What the troops did not consume, they destroyed. These documents detail Sherman’s orders to his troops prior to the March to the Sea. Among the orders are precise instructions for destroying Confederate property. Cast as a simple movement of troops from one place to another, the March to the Sea entailed the practice of total war, intended to break the will of the enemy. Although Sherman’s orders prohibited his troops from entering occupied private homes, many defied his orders, indulged in looting, and sowed terror and suffering among noncombatants along his line of march.

Primary Source

The general commanding deems it proper at this time to inform the officers and men of the Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Seventeenth, and Twentieth Corps, that he has organized them into an army for a special purpose, well known to the War Department from our present base, and a long and difficult march to a new one. All the chances of war have been considered and provided for, as far as human sagacity can. All he asks of you is to maintain that discipline, patience, and courage, which have characterized you in the past; and he hopes, through you, to strike a blow at our enemy that will have a material effect in producing what we all so much desire, his complete overthrow. Of all things, the most important is, that the men, during marches and in camp, keep their places and do not scatter about as stragglers or foragers, to be picked up by a hostile people in detail. It is also of the utmost importance that our wagons should not be loaded with any thing but provisions and ammunition. All surplus servants, non-combatants, and refugees, should now go to the rear, and none should be encouraged to encumber us on the march. At some future time we will be able to provide for the poor whites and blacks who seek to escape the bondage under which they are now suffering. With these few simple cautions, he hopes to lead you to achievements equal in importance to those of the past.

By order of Major-General W. T. Sherman.

1. For the purpose of military operations, this army is divided into two wings, viz.:

The right wing, Major-General O. O. Howard, commanding, composed of the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Corps; the left wing, major-General H. W. Slocum commanding, composed of the Fourteenth and Twentieth Corps.

2. The habitual order of march will be, wherever practicable, by four roads, as nearly parallel as possible, and converging at points hereafter to be indicated in orders. The cavalry, Brigadier-General Kilpatrick commanding, will receive special orders from the commander-in-chief.

3. There will be no general train of supplies, but each corps will have its ammunition-train and provision-train, distributed habitually as follows: Behind each regiment should follow one wagon and one ambulance; behind each brigade should follow a due proportion of ammunition-wagons, provision-wagons, and ambulances. In case of danger, each corps commander should change this order of march, by having his advance and rear brigades unencumbered by wheels. The separate columns will start habitually at 7 a.m., and make about fifteen miles per day, unless otherwise fixed in orders.

4. The army will forage liberally on the country during the march. To this end, each brigade commander will organize a good and sufficient foraging party, under the command of one or more discreet officers, who will gather, near the route traveled, corn or forage of any kind, meat of any kind, vegetables, corn-meal, or whatever is needed by the command, aiming at all times to keep in the wagons at least ten days’ provisions for his command, and three days’ forage. Soldiers must not enter the dwellings of the inhabitants, or commit any trespass; but, during a halt or camp, they may be permitted to gather turnips, potatoes, and other vegetables, and to drive in stock in sight of their camp. To regular foraging-parties must be intrusted the gathering of provisions and forage, at any distance from the road traveled.

5. To corps commanders alone is intrusted the power to destroy mills, houses, cotton-gins, etc.; and for them this general principle is laid down: In districts and neighborhoods where the army is unmolested, no destruction of such property should be permitted; but should guerrillas or bushwhackers molest our march, or should the inhabitants burn bridges, obstruct roads, or otherwise manifest local hostility, then army commanders should order and enforce a devastation more or less relentless, according to the measure of such hostility.

6. As for horses, mules, wagons, etc., belonging to the inhabitants, the cavalry and artillery may appropriate freely and without limit; discriminating, however, between the rich, who are usually hostile, and the poor and industrious, usually neutral or friendly. Foraging-parties may also take mules or horses, to replace the jaded animals of their trains, or to serve as pack-mules for the regiments of brigades. In all foraging, of whatever kind, the parties engaged will refrain from abusive or threatening language, and may, where the officer in command thinks proper, give written certificates of the facts, but no receipts; and they will endeavor to leave with each family a reasonable portion for their maintenance.

7. Negroes who are able-bodied and can be of service to the several columns may be taken along; but each army commander will bear in mind that the question of supplies is a very important one, and this his first duty is to see to those who bear arms.

8. The organization, at once, of a good pioneer battalion for each army corps, composed if possible of Negroes, should be attended to. This battalion should follow the advance-guard, repair roads and double them if possible, so that the columns will not be delayed after reaching bad places. Also, army commanders should practise the habit of giving the artillery and wagons the road, marching their troops on one side, and instruct their troops to assist wagons at steep hills or bad crossings of streams.

9. Captain O. M. Poe, chief-engineer, will assign to each wing of the army a pontoon-train, fully equipped and organized; and the commanders thereof will see to their being properly protected at all times.

By order of Major-General W. T. Sherman.

Source: William Tecumseh Sherman, Memoirs of General William T. Sherman (New York: D. Appleton, 1904), 174–176.

152. Abraham Lincoln: Condolence Letter to Mrs. Bixby (November 21, 1864)

Introduction

When the governor of Massachusetts learned that Boston widow Lydia Bixby had all five of her sons killed fighting for the Union, he sent a request asking President Abraham Lincoln to write her a letter. This eloquent letter of condolence was the result. The letter and the story behind it have since raised controversy and captured popular interest. The letter first gained renown when it was reprinted in a Boston newspaper on November 25, 1864, the day it was delivered to Mrs. Bixby. In reality, three of Mrs. Bixby’s five sons survived the war, but their fates may have been unknown at the time, since two had been captured and one had deserted. In addition, some believe that Mrs. Bixby was actually a Confederate sympathizer. Although it is thought likely that Mrs. Bixby destroyed the original letter, a number of forged copies of the handwritten original are in circulation. Another controversy surrounds the authorship of the letter. Some historians believe that Lincoln might have asked his secretary, John M. Hay, to compose the letter. The letter has since been inscribed on monuments and read at public commemorations, and the underlying theme has played a role in the military’s Sole Survivor Policy and the plot of the 1998 movie Saving Private Ryan.

Primary Source

Executive Mansion, Washington

November 21, 1864.

Dear Madam, I have been shown in the files of the War Department a statement of the Adjutant General of Massachusetts, that you are the mother of five sons who have died gloriously on the field of battle.

I feel how weak and fruitless must be any words of mine which should attempt to beguile you from the grief of a loss so overwhelming. But I cannot refrain from tendering to you the consolation that may be found in the thanks of the Republic they died to save.

I pray that our Heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of your bereavement, and leave you only the cherished memory of the loved and lost, and the solemn pride that must be yours, to have laid so costly a sacrifice upon the altar of Freedom.

Yours, very sincerely and respectfully, A. LINCOLN.

Source: John G. Nicolay and John Hay, eds., Abraham Lincoln: Complete Works, Vol. 2 (New York: Century, 1894), 600.

153. James W. Forsythe: Instructions Regarding Guerrillas (November 27, 1864)

Introduction

Guerrilla warfare, often called “bushwhacking” by contemporary Civil War writers, consisted of small bands of mobile combatants stealthily ambushing, raiding, and otherwise harassing vulnerable enemy targets. Guerrillas were usually locally raised soldiers who knew the land well and could expect to receive assistance from the local population. Their ability to blend in with the civilian population made them very difficult foes to combat. Guerrilla raids often provoked harsh countermeasures. Such was the case in a part of northern Virginia where Confederate guerrillas, particularly the band associated with John S. Mosby, dominated the land. Frustrated by their activities, Major General Philip H. Sheridan—the 33-year-old commander of the Federal Middle Military Division—ordered his assistant to issue the following instructions designed to suppress the guerrillas. The order’s recipient, Major General Wesley Merritt, commanded one of Sheridan’s cavalry divisions. Merritt followed orders and captured or destroyed a great deal of public and private property. However, this did little to thwart the guerrillas. Deliberate widespread destruction of civilian property marked a shift to total war, wherein anything that might nurture the enemy was perceived to be a legitimate target.

Primary Source

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, November 27, 1864.

Bvt. Maj. Gen. WESLEY MERRITT, Commanding First Cavalry Division:

GENERAL: You are hereby directed to proceed to-morrow morning at 7 o’clock, with the two brigades of your division now in camp, to the east side of the Blue Ridge, via Ashby’s Gap, and operate against the guerrillas in the district of country bounded on the south by the line of the Manassas Gap Railroad as far east as White Plains, on the east by the Bull Run range, on the west by the Shenandoah River, and on the north by the Potomac. This section has been the hot-bed of lawless bands, who have from time to time depredated upon small parties on the line of army communications, on safeguards left at houses, and on troops. Their real object is plunder and highway robbery. To clear the country of these parties that are bringing destruction upon the innocent, as well as their guilty supporters, by their cowardly acts, you will consume and destroy all forage and subsistence, burn all barns and mills and their contents, and drive off all stock in the region the boundaries of which are above described. This order must be literally executed, bearing in mind, however, that no dwellings are to be burned, and that no personal violence be offered the citizens. The ultimate results of the guerrilla system of warfare is the total destruction of all private rights in the country occupied by such parties. This destruction may as well commence at once, and the responsibility of it must rest upon the authorities at Richmond, who have acknowledged the legitimacy of guerrilla bands. The injury done this army by them is very slight. The injury they have inflicted upon the people, and upon the rebel army, may be counted by millions. The Reserve Brigade of your division will move to Snickersville on the 29th. Snickersville should be your point of concentration and the point from which you should operate in destroying toward the Potomac. Four days’ subsistence will be taken by the command. Forage can be gathered from the country through which you pass. You will return to your present camp at Snickersville on the fifth day.

By command of Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan:

JAMES W. FORSYTH,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 43, Part 1.

154. John Greenleaf Whittier: Poem, “Barbara Freitchie” (1864)

Introduction

The poem “Babara Freitchie” by John Greenleaf Whittier (1807–1892) was based on a fictitious incident involving an actual person. Barbara Freitchie (1766–1862) was a lifelong patriotic resident of Frederick, Maryland, when Confederate troops led by Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson marched through town. Whittier wrote his poem to honor the 95-year-old woman for waving a Union flag at Jackson and his men. The story had been passed through several people with increasing inaccuracy before Whittier heard of it, and he later said that he believed the story to be true when he wrote the poem. In reality, Freitchie was most likely sick in bed when the troops passed through town, and the troops did not actually march down her street. Another woman, Mary Quantrell, is said to have waved the Union flag, but the troops took no notice of it. An alternative story, told by a descendant, is that Freitchie waved her flag to welcome Union troops to town a few days after Jackson’s departure and that the Union troops cheered her. Regardless, after publication of Whittier’s popular 1864 poem, the legend grew up around her when she died a short time later at the age of 96. Her house remains a prominent stop on a historical walking tour of Frederick.

Primary Source

Up from the meadows rich with corn,

Clear in the cool September morn,

The clustered spires of Frederick stand

Green-walled by the hills of Maryland.

Round about them orchards sweep,

Apple- and peach-tree fruited deep,

Fair as a garden of the Lord

To the eyes of the famished rebel horde,

On that pleasant morn of the early fall

When Lee marched over the mountain wall,—

Over the mountains winding down,

Horse and foot, into Frederick town.

Forty flags with their silver stars,

Forty flags with their crimson bars,

Flapped in the morning wind: the sun

Of noon looked down, and saw not one.

Up rose old Barbara Frietchie then,

Bowed with her fourscore years and ten;

Bravest of all in Frederick town,

She took up the flag the men hauled down;

In her attic window the staff she set,

To show that one heart was loyal yet.

Up the street came the rebel tread,

Stonewall Jackson riding ahead.

Under his slouched hat left and right

He glanced: the old flag met his sight.

“Halt!”—the dust-brown ranks stood fast.

“Fire!”—out blazed the rifle-blast.

It shivered the window, pane and sash;

It rent the banner with seam and gash.

Quick, as it fell, from the broken staff

Dame Barbara snatched the silken scarf;

She leaned far out on the window-sill,

And shook it forth with a royal will.

“Shoot, if you must, this old gray head,

But spare your country’s flag,” she said.

A shade of sadness, a blush of shame,

Over the face of the leader came;

The nobler nature within him stirred

To life at that woman’s deed and word:

“Who touches a hair of yon gray head

Dies like a dog! March on!” he said.

All day long through Frederick street

Sounded the tread of marching feet:

All day long that free flag tost

Over the heads of the rebel host.

Ever its torn folds rose and fell

On the loyal winds that loved it well;

And through the hill-gaps sunset light

Shone over it with a warm good-night.

Barbara Frietchie’s work is o’er,

And the Rebel rides on his raids no more.

Honor to her! and let a tear

Fall, for her sake, on Stonewall’s bier.

Over Barbara Frietchie’s grave

Flag of Freedom and Union, wave!

Peace and order and beauty draw

Round thy symbol of light and law;

And ever the stars above look down

On thy stars below in Frederick town!

Source: John Greenleaf Whittier, In War Time and Other Poems (Boston: Ticknor and Fields, 1864), 58–62.

155. Ulysses S. Grant: Instructions Regarding Fort Fisher (January 3, 1865)

Introduction

By January 1865, the last remaining port open to the South on the Atlantic coast was Wilmington, North Carolina. Located 25 miles upstream on the Cape Fear River and protected by a series of modern fortifications, the port was both difficult to blockade and difficult to capture. The port’s rail links to the rest of the Confederacy made Wilmington particularly valuable. During the last months of the war, blockade-runners entering Wilmington delivered most of the meat eaten by General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. In the autumn of 1864, the U.S. Navy Department decided to make a concerted effort to capture Wilmington so that Major General William T. Sherman’s army, which was marching north through the Carolinas, could use the port as a supply source. Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant supported the notion. The first major joint army-navy operation began on December 24, 1864, and failed. Grant replaced the army commander and installed Major General Alfred H. Terry to command a second effort. The following excerpt provides Grant’s instructions for Terry. Grant urges Terry to cooperate closely with Rear Admiral David D. Porter, since interservice cooperation was essential to success. Fort Fisher was a formidable earthwork guarding the entrance to the Cape Fear River. Grant recognized that the fort was the key to Wilmington. Accordingly, a second Union attack against the fort began on January 13, 1865. Two days later following a powerful naval bombardment, sailors, marines, and infantrymen stormed the fort. The capture of Fort Fisher closed the Confederacy from almost all outside support. Only Galveston, Texas, which did not have a rail link to the rest of the Confederacy, remained open to blockade-runners.

Primary Source

CITY POINT, VA., January 3, 1865.

Major General A. H. TERRY,

Commanding Expedition:

The expedition intrusted to your command has been fitted out to renew the attempt to capture Fort Fisher, N. C., and Wilmington ultimately, if the fort falls. You will then proceed, with as little delay as possible, to the naval fleet flying off Cape Fear River, and report the arrival of yourself and command to Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. It is exceedingly desirable that the most complete understanding should exist between yourself and the naval commander. I suggest, therefore, that you consult with Admiral Porter freely, and get from him the part to be performed by each branch of the public service, so that there may be unity of action. It would be well to have the whole programme laid down in writing. I have served with Admiral Porter, and know that you can rely on his judgment and his nerve to undertake what he proposes. I would, therefore, defer to him as much as is consistent with your own responsibilities. The first object to be attained is to get a firm position on the spit of land on which Fort Fisher is built, from which you can operate against that fort. You want to look to the practicability of receiving your supplies, and to defending yourself against superior forces sent against you by any of the avenues left open to the enemy. If such a position can be obtained the siege of Fort Fisher will not be abandoned until its reduction is accomplished or another plan of campaign is ordered from these headquarters. My own views are, that if you effect a landing, the navy ought to run a portion of their fleet into Cape Fear River, whilst the balance of it operates on the outside. Land forces cannot invest Fort Fisher, or cut it off from supplies or re-enforcements, whilst the river is in possession of the enemy. A siege train will be loaded on vessels and sent to Fort Monroe, in readiness to be sent to you if required. All other supplies can be drawn from Beaufort as you need them. Keep the fleet of vessels with you until your position is assured. When you find they can be spared order them back, or such of them as you can spare, to Fort Monroe, to report for orders. In case of failure to effect a landing bring your command back to Beaufort, and report to these headquarters for further instructions. You will not debark at Beaufort until so directed. General Sheridan has been ordered to send a division of troops to Baltimore and place them on sea-going vessels. These troops will be brought to Fort Monroe, and kept there on the vessels until you are heard from. Should you require them they will be sent to you.

U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General.

Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 46, Part 2 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1895), 25.

156. Josiah Gorgas: Diary Entries Regarding a Confederate Victory (January 25 and 30, 1865)

Introduction

West Point graduate Josiah Gorgas became chief of ordnance for the Confederacy on April 8, 1861. Gorgas confronted huge problems, as the agrarian South was short of all sorts of war matériel and lacked a manufacturing base. However, he proved to be an able administrator and by 1863 had the Richmond-based Ordnance Bureau operating efficiently. Gorgas was usually upbeat and optimistic. Like many on both sides, his faith in God gave him the conviction that eventually his side would triumph. His diary entries over this period reflect his confidence that General Robert E. Lee and his army, which were defending a long line of fortifications outside of Richmond and Petersburg, can still triumph even though the Union forces vastly outnumber him. The “Old Frank Blair” whom Gorgas refers to is Francis P. Blair. Blair traveled unofficially to Richmond, where he conferred with Confederate president Jefferson Davis about the possibility of restoring peace. Davis was dubious, but he thought it good politics to make the try. On February 3, 1865, Union and Confederate peace commissioners met on a steamer in Hampton Roads, Virginia, recalled in history as the Hampton Roads Peace Conference. In a surprise move, Lincoln attended the four-hour meeting. The conference had no chance of success, since the Confederates insisted on independence, and Lincoln refused to consider any future without a restoration of the Union and an end to slavery. Gorgas also alludes to a failed sortie of Confederate ironclads. These vessels defended the James River against the Union fleet but had little offensive potential. Gorgas also speculates about the probable movements of Major General William T. Sherman’s forces, which in fact would soon begin an almost unopposed march through the Carolinas.

Primary Source

Jan. 25. I have outlived my momentary depression, and feel my courage revive when I think of the brave army in front of us, sixty thousand strong. As long as Lee’s army remains intact there is no cause for despondency. As long as it holds true we need not fear. The attacks of the enemy will now all be directed at that Army. Sherman from the South, Thomas from the West and Grant in front. We must sustain and strengthen this army, that is the business before us.

Old Blair has returned to this city from Washington, and is again gone. What does it all mean? Are we really to make terms with the enemy before we are half beaten? Mr. Singleton has I believe gone off. His mission was more I think to see what could be made out of cotton than out of peace. Would that these birds of evil omen could be kept outside our limits. They do us no good. The Virginia legislature has requested the President to appoint Gen. Lee to the command of all our armies. He replies that he would be only too happy if Gen. Lee would undertake it but he declines. There is a great outcry against the President, but I predict a reaction in his favor. The three ironclads went down the River yesterday. One got through the obstructions, the other stuck, and all returned. The object was to strike at the enemy’s depots at City Point. Sherman is still lingering near Savannah, and making feints against the line of the Combahee. I fear he will be heard of on the right bank of the Savannah and will strike at Augusta.

Jan. 30. Old Frank Blair left last week, and on Sunday morning (yesterday) three so-called peace commissioners were started off for Washington. They are Judge Campbell, Mr. Hunter and Mr. Stephens. Will anything come of it? I doubt it. They have no credentials, nor authority, but go simply to see whether anything can be agreed on, or hit on, as a basis for negotiations. Last week our flag of truce boat returning in the evening ran down one of the torpedo boats, sinking her and drowning her Commander Lieut. Armstrong. The movements of Sherman are not yet determined, tho’ the Augusta authorities seem satisfied they are to be the next victim of his success.

Source: Sarah Woolfolk Wiggins, ed., The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857–1878 (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1995), 149–150. Used by permission of the University of Alabama Press.

157. Freedmen’s Bureau Act (March 3, 1865) [Excerpts]

Introduction

Passed by the U.S. Congress on March 3, 1865, as the Civil War drew to a close, the Freedmen’s Bureau Act established a temporary government agency to care for the newly freed slaves of the South. The Freedmen’s Bureau provided food, shelter, medical aid, education, and legal assistance for African Americans in the former Confederacy. Under the leadership of Major General Oliver O. Howard, hundreds of federal agents circulated throughout the South, their presence and their activity loathed by most Southerners. Tensions particularly rose when the agents sought to redistribute land confiscated from captured Confederates. President Andrew Johnson prevented this policy from going into effect. The Freedmen’s Bureau was originally intended to operate for only one year, and in February 1866 Johnson vetoed a bill to extend the life of the bureau. However, Congress overrode Johnson’s veto and preserved the bureau into the early 1870s. Although controversial and subject to waste, fraud, and abuse, the Freedmen’s Bureau had many solid accomplishments, including founding more than 100 hospitals and establishing more than 4,000 schools for black children.
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An Act to Establish a Bureau for the Relief of Freedmen and Refugees

Be it enacted, That there is hereby established in the War Department, to continue during the present war of rebellion, and for one year thereafter, a bureau of refugees, freedmen, and abandoned lands, to which shall be committed, as hereinafter provided, the supervision and management of all abandoned lands, and the control of all subjects relating to refugees and freedmen from rebel states, or from any district of country within the territory embraced in the operations of the army, under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the head of the bureau and approved by the President. The said bureau shall be under the management and control of a commissioner to be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate.

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of War may direct such issues of provisions, clothing, and fuel, as he may deem needful for the immediate and temporary shelter and supply of destitute and suffering refugees and freedmen and their wives and children, under such rules and regulations as he may direct.

Sec. 3. That the President may, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint an assistant commissioner for each of the states declared to be in insurrection, not exceeding ten in number, who shall, under the direction of the commissioner, aid in the execution of the provisions of this act…. And any military officer may be detailed and assigned to duty under this act without increase of pay or allowances….

Sec. 4. That the commissioner, under the direction of the President, shall have authority to set apart, for the use of loyal refugees and freedmen, such tracts of land within the insurrectionary states as shall have been abandoned, or to which the United States shall have acquired title by confiscation or sale, or otherwise, and to every male citizen, whether refugee or freedman, as aforesaid, there shall be assigned not more than forty acres of such land, and the person to whom it was so assigned shall be protected in the use and enjoyment of the land for the term of three years at an annual rent not exceeding six per centum upon the value of such land, as it was appraised by the state authorities in the year eighteen hundred and sixty, for the purpose of taxation, and in case no such appraisal can be found, then the rental shall be based upon the estimated value of the land in said year, to be ascertained in such manner as the commissioner may by regulation prescribe. At the end of said term, or at any time during said term, the occupants of any parcels so assigned may purchase the land and receive such title thereto as the United States can convey, upon paying therefor the value of the land, as ascertained and fixed for the purpose of determining the annual rent aforesaid….

Source: U.S. Statutes at Large, Treaties, and Proclamations of the United States of America, Vol. 13 (Boston, 1866), 507–509.

158. Abraham Lincoln: Second Inaugural Address (March 4, 1865)

Introduction

Abraham Lincoln took his second oath of office as president of the United States on March 4, 1865. At this time the end of the Civil War was in sight, with the armies commanded by Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant holding the depleted forces commanded by General Robert E. Lee in a tight embrace around Richmond and Petersburg, Virginia, while forces commanded by Major General William T. Sherman rampaged through the Carolinas and headed to join Grant. In Lincoln’s address after taking the oath, he pledged to continue the fight until slavery was crushed completely. But he also offered a vision for the future that appeared to endorse generous treatment of the defeated rebels. The phrases “malice toward none” and “charity for all” did not propose a specific policy, but they hinted at Lincoln’s postwar Reconstruction plans. In a little more than a month, on April 9, 1865, Lee surrendered his armies. Subsequently, the remaining Confederate forces likewise surrendered. However, by that time Lincoln was dead, the victim of assassin John Wilkes Booth, who shot him on April 14. However, Lincoln’s words, one of the most famous speeches in U.S. history, lived on and are recorded today on the north wall of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C.
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At this second appearing to take the oath of the Presidential office there is less occasion for an extended address than there was at the first. Then a statement somewhat in detail of a course to be pursued seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years, during which public declarations have been constantly called forth on every point and phase of the great contest which still absorbs the attention and engrosses the energies of the nation, little that is new could be presented. The progress of our arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, is as well known to the public as to myself, and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory and encouraging to all. With high hope for the future, no prediction in regard to it is ventured.

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago all thoughts were anxiously directed to an impending civil war. All dreaded it, all sought to avert it. While the inaugural address was being delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving the Union without war, urgent agents were in the city seeking to destroy it without war—seeking to dissolve the Union and divide effects by negotiation. Both parties deprecated war, but one of them would make war rather than let the nation survive, and the other would accept war rather than let it perish, and the war came.

One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally over the Union, but localized in the southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest. All knew that this interest was somehow the cause of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest was the object for which the insurgents would rend the Union even by war, while the Government claimed no right to do more than to restrict the territorial enlargement of it. Neither party expected for the war the magnitude or the duration which it has already attained. Neither anticipated that the cause of the conflict might cease with or even before the conflict itself should cease. Each looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and astounding. Both read the same Bible and pray to the same God, and each invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any men should dare to ask a just God’s assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of other men’s faces, but let us judge not, that we be not judged. The prayers of both could not be answered. That of neither has been answered fully. The Almighty has His own purposes. “Woe unto the world because of offenses; for it must needs be that offenses come, but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh.” If we shall suppose that American slavery is one of those offenses which, in the providence of God, must needs come, but which, having continued through His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He gives to both North and South this terrible war as the woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall we discern therein any departure from those divine attributes which the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the wealth piled by the bondsman’s two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said “the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.”

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation’s wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.

Source: Inaugural Addresses of the Presidents of the United States (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1989).

159. Confederate Correspondence on the Tredegar Iron Works (March 7–11, 1865)

Introduction

By March 1865, the Confederacy was in desperate straits. The armies commanded by Union lieutenant general Ulysses S. Grant held the depleted forces commanded by Confederate general Robert E. Lee in a tight embrace around Richmond and Petersburg, Virginia, while the forces commanded by Major General William T. Sherman were rampaging through the Carolinas and heading to join Grant. Facing the likelihood that Richmond would be evacuated, Joseph R. Anderson, the manager of the Tredegar Iron Works, asked Secretary of War John C. Breckinridge for instructions. Tredegar was the South’s only major iron rolling mill and included its most important foundry and machine shops. Under Anderson’s skillful supervision, using slave and free labor, Tredegar had produced essential war matériel. Anderson did not see any point in destroying this resource if and when the Confederates evacuated Richmond. However, in the event of a retreat, conventional military thinking held to a policy of destroying anything useful to the enemy. The following correspondence provides insight into these two views, with the two department secretaries, Breckinridge and Secretary of the Navy Steven R. Mallory, arguing in favor of demolition, while Anderson and Josiah Gorgas, the head of the Confederate Ordnance Bureau, argued for restraint. Anderson and Gorgas both note that Tredegar’s value to the Union is small compared to the vast industrial resources available to the North. In any event, when the Confederates evacuated Richmond, they burned most industrial sites. Tredegar escaped, purportedly because Anderson hired guards to prevent it from being burned.
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[CONFIDENTIAL.] TREDEGAR IRON-WORKS, Richmond, March 7, 1865.

Hon. JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, Secretary of War:

SIR: We regret to see by the removal of Government supplies from this city that its evacuation must be a contingency which the Government feels it necessary or prudent to provide for. Under these circumstances we trust you will pardon us for asking that the Government will inform us (in confidence) what disposition in such an event will be made of these works. Since the war began they have been placed at the disposal of the Government, but it is presumed that it will not be considered proper that our forces should destroy them, unless they may be of considerable use to the enemy, as it would involve a loss of a large sum to the Government.

On this point our judgment is convinced. The enemy have more iron-works than are necessary to supply their munitions of war, and they could more cheaply and expeditiously manufacture them in their own works and bring them here than transport the material and make them in these works.

In view also of danger of forced evacuation, we ask that we may be paid upon the work in progress for the Government as much as we have expended upon it. This is necessary to discharge the obligations we have contracted for the Government work, as in consequence of the rapid depreciation in the currency it has cost us much more than we have received for it in the past two years.

As our contract is jointly with the War and Navy Departments, may we ask the favor of you to confer with the honorable Secretary of the Navy and give us the result of your joint decision.

We have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,

JOSEPH R. ANDERSON & CO.

[Second indorsement.]

MARCH—, 1865.

Respectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War.

If we abandon Richmond it will be done, I presume, without hope of recovery; and in doing so we should, in my judgment, see that these works are not left to do the enemy service. Without some preparation in advance of an abandonment they could not and would not be destroyed; and any such preparation should be made and would be best made with the aid and advice of the company owning them. My suggestion, then, is that preparations be made to destroy these works, in which preparations the aid of the company will be looked to, that the Government assume to pay for them.

S. R. MALLORY, Secretary of the Navy.

[Fourth indorsement.]

MARCH 11, 1865.

I have considered this question of burning already in reference to our establishments at Fayetteville, N.C., and decided that everything should be removed and concealed as far as possible, but nothing burned or destroyed. I earnestly recommend the same policy here. The resources of the enemy are so great in machinery and manufactures that no addition the Confederacy can make will increase their power to do us harm or to do harm to others; and any unnecessary or objectless destruction of private property, or even public, ought to be avoided. I see no adequate result in the case from the destruction of this establishment. The unfinished work must be left to future adjustment, and will be covered by advances made heretofore—$500,000 from War and Navy, and $150,000 from Nitre and Mining Bureau, I learn.

J. GORGAS,

Chief of Ordnance.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 46, Part 2.

160. Ulysses S. Grant: Surrender Terms (April 9, 1865)

Introduction

In mid-June 1864, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant commenced operations against the key Confederate rail hub at Petersburg, Virginia, south of the rebel capital at Richmond. The protracted Petersburg Campaign continued until April 3, 1865, at which time the Confederates abandoned both Petersburg and Richmond. General Robert E. Lee led his army west in a desperate bid to escape Grant’s pursuit. Grant sent his cavalry to block Lee’s escape while chasing hard with his infantry. After a series of severe clashes, this combination eventually trapped the Confederates in a position around Appomattox Court House on April 8, 1865. Lee realized that further resistance was useless and requested a cease-fire until surrender terms could be negotiated. At 3:00 p.m. on April 9, Lee formally surrendered. He had been fearful that Grant would offer harsh terms. Instead, as this document, which originally was written in Grant’s own hand, demonstrates, Grant acted magnanimously by allowing all Confederate soldiers to return to their homes without the taint of treason. Grant’s generous terms began a slow healing of a nation that had been bitterly divided.
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Head Quarters of the Armies of the United States Appomattox C.H. Va. Apl 9th 1865

Gen. R. E. Lee Comd’g C.S.A. General,

In accordance with the substance of my letter to you of the 8th inst., I propose to receive the surrender of the Army of N. Va. on the following terms to wit;

Rolls of all the officers and men be made in duplicate, one copy to be given to an officer to be designated by me, the other to be retained by such officer or officers as you may designate. The officers to give their individual paroles not to take up arms against the Government of the United States until properly exchanged, and each company or regimental commander to sign a like parole for the men of their commands—

The arms, artillery and public property to be parked and stacked and turned over to the officer appointed by me to receive them. This will not embrace the side arms of the officers nor their private horses or baggage. This done each officer and man will be allowed to return to their homes, not to be disturbed by United States authority as long as they observe their parole and the laws in force where they may reside—

Very Respectfully U. S. Grant, Lt. Gen.

We, the undersigned prisoners of war belonging to the Army of Northern Virginia, having been this day surrendered by General Robert E. Lee, C. S. Army, commanding said army, to Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, commanding Armies of the United States, do hereby give our solemn parole of honor that we will not hereafter serve in the armies of the Confederate States, or in any military capacity whatever, against the United States of America, or render aid to the enemies of the latter, until properly exchanged, in such manner as shall be mutually approved by the respective authorities.

Done at Appomattox Court House, Va., this 9th day of April, 1865

R. E. LEE,

General

W. H. TAYLOR,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

CHARLES S. VENABLE,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

CHARLES MARSHALL,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

H. E. PEYTON,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Adjutant and Inspector General.

GILES B. COOKE,

Major and Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General.

H. E. YOUNG,

Major, Assistant Adjutant-General, and Judge Advocate-General.

Source: National Archives, Washington, D.C.; U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 46, Part 3.

161. Robert E. Lee: General Order No. 9, Farewell to Troops (April 10, 1865) and Letter to Jefferson Davis (April 12, 1865)

Introduction

General Robert E. Lee surrendered his Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox, Virginia, on April 9, 1865. Over the previous two days, Lee had exchanged several letters with Union lieutenant general Ulysses S. Grant negotiating the terms of surrender. The surrender terms allowed the Confederate officers and men to retain their side arms, personal possessions, and horses and to return to their homes under parole. The parole bound them to the promise not to take up arms against the government of the United States. Although some of Lee’s generals urged him to disband his army and revert to guerrilla warfare, Lee made the crucial decision to refrain from this path. It was a vital decision, emulated by other Confederate commanders, that avoided additional and prolonged war. On April 10, the day after the surrender, Lee wrote the following public letter of farewell to his men. On April 12 he wrote to Confederate president Jefferson Davis recounting in detail the events that led him to conclude that surrender was necessary. The surrenders of other Confederate armies took place between April 26, when Joseph E. Johnston surrendered to William T. Sherman, and May 31, when John B. Hood surrendered in Mississippi. After the war, Lee returned to private life as the president of Washington College in Lexington, Virginia.
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HDQRS. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, April 10, 1865.

After four years of arduous service, marked by unsurpassed courage and fortitude, the Army of Northern Virginia has been compelled to yield to overwhelming numbers and resources. I need not tell the brave survivors of so many hard-fought battles, who have remained steadfast to the last, that I have consented to the result from no distrust of them. But, feeling that valor and devotion could accomplish nothing that could compensate for the loss that must have attended the continuance of the contest, I determined to avoid the useless sacrifice of those whose past services have endeared them to their countrymen.

By the terms of the agreement officers and men can return to their homes and remain until exchanged. You will take with you the satisfaction that proceeds from the consciousness of duty faithfully performed; and I earnestly pray that a merciful God will extend to you his blessing and protection.

With an increasing admiration of your constancy and devotion to your country, and a grateful remembrance of your kind and generous considerations for myself, I bid you all an affectionate farewell.

R. E. LEE, General.

NEAR APPOMATTOX COURT-HOUSE, VA., April 12, 1865.

His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS.

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is with pain that I announce to Your Excellency the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia. The operations which preceded this result will be reported in full. I will therefore only now state that, upon arriving at Amelia Court-House on the morning of the 4th with the advance of the army, on the retreat from the lines in front of Richmond and Petersburg, and not finding the supplies ordered to be placed there, nearly twenty-four hours were lost in endeavoring to collect in the country subsistence for men and horses. This delay was fatal, and could not be retrieved. The troops, wearied by continual fighting and marching for several days and nights, obtained neither rest nor refreshment; and on moving, on the 5th, on the Richmond and Danville Railroad, I found at Jetersville the enemy’s cavalry, and learned the approach of his infantry and the general advance of his army toward Burkeville. This deprived us of the use of the railroad, and rendered it impracticable to procure from Danville the supplies ordered to meet us at points of our march. Nothing could be obtained from the adjacent country. Our route to the Roanoke was therefore changed, and the march directed upon Farmville, where supplies were ordered from Lynchburg. The change of route threw the troops over the roads pursued by the artillery and wagon trains west of the railroad, which impeded our advance and embarrassed our movements. On the morning of the 6th General Longstreet’s corps reached Rice’s Station, on the Lynchburg railroad. It was followed by the commands of Generals R. H. Anderson, Ewell, and Gordon, with orders to close upon it as fast as the progress of the trains would permit or as they could be directed on roads farther west. General Anderson, commanding Pickett’s and B. R. Johnson’s divisions, became disconnected with Mahone’s division, forming the rear of Longstreet. The enemy’s cavalry penetrated the line of march through the interval thus left and attacked the wagon train moving toward Farmville. This caused serious delay in the march of the center and rear of the column, and enabled the enemy to mass upon their flank. After successive attacks Anderson’s and Ewell’s corps were captured or driven from their position. The latter general, with both of his division commanders, Kershaw and Custis Lee, and his brigadiers, were taken prisoners. Gordon, who all the morning, aided by General W. H. F. Lee’s cavalry, had checked the advance of the enemy on the road from Amelia Springs and protected the trains, became exposed to his combined assaults, which he bravely resisted and twice repulsed; but the cavalry having been withdrawn to another part of the line of march, and the enemy massing heavily on his front and both flanks, renewed the attack about 6 p.m., and drove him from the field in much confusion.

The army continued its march during the night, and every effort was made to reorganize the divisions which had been shattered by the day’s operations; but the men being depressed by fatigue and hunger, many threw away their arms, while others followed the wagon trains and embarrassed their progress. On the morning of the 7th rations were issued to the troops as they passed Farmville, but the safety of the trains requiring their removal upon the approach of the enemy all could not be supplied. The army, reduced to two corps, under Longstreet and Gordon, moved steadily on the road to Appomattox Court-House; thence its march was ordered by Campbell Court-House, through Pittsylvania, toward Danville. The roads were wretched and the progress slow. By great efforts the head of the column reached Appomattox Court-House on the evening of the 8th, and the troops were halted for rest. The march was ordered to be resumed at 1 a.m. on the 9th. Fitz Lee, with the cavalry, supported by Gordon, was ordered to drive the enemy from his front, wheel to the left, and cover the passage of the trains; while Longstreet, who from Rice’s Station had formed the rear guard, should close up and hold the position. Two battalions of artillery and the ammunition wagons were directed to accompany the army, the rest of the artillery and wagons to move toward Lynchburg. In the early part of the night the enemy attacked Walker’s artillery train near Appomattox Station, on the Lynchburg railroad, and were repelled. Shortly afterward their cavalry dashed toward the Court-House, till halted by our line. During the night there were indications of a large force massing on our left and front. Fitz Lee was directed to ascertain its strength, and to suspend his advance till daylight if necessary. About 5 a.m. on the 9th, with Gordon on his left, he moved forward and opened the way. A heavy force of the enemy was discovered opposite Gordon’s right, which, moving in the direction of Appomattox Court-House, drove back the left of the cavalry and threatened to cut off Gordon from Longstreet, his cavalry at the same time threatening to envelop his left flank. Gordon withdrew across the Appomattox River, and the cavalry advanced on the Lynchburg road and became separated from the army.

Learning the condition of affairs on the lines, where I had gone under the expectation of meeting General Grant to learn definitely the terms he proposed in a communication received from him on the 8th, in the event of the surrender of the army, I requested a suspension of hostilities until these terms could be arranged. In the interview which occurred with General Grant in compliance with my request, terms having been agreed on, I surrendered that portion of the Army of Northern Virginia which was on the field, with its arms, artillery, and wagon trains, the officers and men to be paroled, retaining their sidearms and private effects. I deemed this course the best under all the circumstances by which we were surrounded. On the morning of the 9th, according to the reports of the ordnance officers, there were 7,892 organized infantry with arms, with an average of seventy-five rounds of ammunition per man. The artillery, though reduced to sixty-three pieces, with ninety-three rounds of ammunition, was sufficient. These comprised all the supplies of ordnance that could be relied on in the State of Virginia. I have no accurate report of the cavalry, but believe it did not exceed 2,100 effective men. The enemy were more than five times our numbers. If we could have forced our way one day longer it would have been at a great sacrifice of life, and at its end I did not see how a surrender could have been avoided. We had no subsistence for man or horse, and it could not be gathered in the country. The supplies ordered to Pamplin’s Station from Lynchburg could not reach us, and the men, deprived of food and sleep for many days, were worn out and exhausted.

With great respect, your obedient servant, R. E. LEE, General.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 46.

162. William T. Sherman and Joseph E. Johnston: Surrender Terms and General Order No. 8 (April 26–27, 1865)

Introduction

April 1865 witnessed the final moves between rival forces commanded by Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston and Union major general William T. Sherman. These moves were the culmination of a long duel that had begun in the mountains west of Atlanta, Georgia, in May 1864. Johnston had skillfully employed his outnumbered army to block Sherman’s offensive against Atlanta. However, when Johnston retreated he lost the confidence of Confederate president Jefferson Davis and was replaced. Sherman subsequently captured Atlanta and then conducted his famous March to the Sea (November 15–December 21, 1864) against little organized opposition. He next turned north and entered the Carolinas. In desperation, Davis reappointed Johnston to command. At Bentonville, North Carolina, on March 19, 1865, Johnston attempted one last, desperate offensive. The effort failed, and thereafter Johnston’s depleted army could do little to effectively oppose Sherman’s march. On April 18, 1865, Johnston and Sherman signed an armistice. On April 26, 1865, Johnston ignored Davis’s orders to continue to fight and formally surrendered. Sherman granted him the same terms that Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant had granted General Robert E. Lee at Appomattox Court House on April 9.
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Terms of a Military Convention Held this Twenty-sixth (26th) Day of April, 1865, at Bennett’s House, near Durham’s Station, N.C., between Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, Commanding the Confederate Army, and Major-General W. T. Sherman, Commanding the United States Army in North Carolina.

All acts of War on the part of the troops under Gen. Johnston’s command to cease from this date.

All arms and public property to be deposited at Greensboro, to be delivered to an Ordnance officer of the United States Army.

Rolls of all the officers and men to be made in duplicate—one copy to be retained by the Commander of the troops, and the other to be given to an officer to be designated by Gen. Sherman.

Each officer and man to give his individual obligation in writing, not to take up arms against the Government of the United States until properly released from this obligation.

The side-arms of officers and their private horses and baggage to be retained by them.

This being done, all the officers and men will be permitted to return to their homes, not to be disturbed by the United States authority so long as they observe their obligation and the laws in force where they may reside.

W. T. SHERMAN, Major General,

Commanding Forces in North Carolina.

J. E. JOHNSTON, General,

Commanding C. S. Forces in North Carolina.

Approved:

U. S. Grant, Lt.-Gen.,

Raleigh, N. C., April 26, 1865.

GENERAL ORDER No. 8

Headquarters, Army of Tennessee, near Greensboro, N.C.,

April 27, 1865.

By the terms of a Military Convention, made on the 26th inst., by Major-General W. T. Sherman, U.S. Army, and General J. E. Johnston, C. S. Army, the officers and men of this army are to bind themselves not to take up arms against the United States until properly relieved from this obligation, and shall receive guaranties from the United States officers against molestation by the United States authorities so long as they observe that obligation, and the laws in force where they reside.

For these objects, duplicate muster-rolls will be made immediately, and after the distribution of the necessary papers, the troops will march under their officers to their respective States, and there be disbanded, all retaining personal property.

The object of this Convention is Pacification, to the extent of the Commanders who made it.

Events in Virginia, which broke every hope of success by war, imposed on its Generals the duty of sparing the blood of this gallant army, and saving our country from further devastation, and our people from ruin.

J. E. JOHNSTON, General.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 47, Part 3.

163. Henry C. Work: “Marching through Georgia” (1865)

Introduction

Following his capture of Atlanta on September 1, 1864, Major General William T. Sherman led 62,000 Union soldiers through Georgia toward the seacoast. This began on November 15, 1864, and became known as the March to the Sea. During this march, Sherman’s soldiers carved a 60-mile-wide path of destruction that stretched 285 miles through Georgia from Atlanta to Savannah. Sherman’s forces broke away from the Union supply lines and foraged in the countryside, utilizing Confederate resources to supply themselves. The troops destroyed what they did not consume. The March to the Sea entailed the practice of total war, intended to break the will of the enemy. Although Sherman’s orders prohibited his troops from entering occupied private homes, many defied his orders, indulged in looting, and sowed terror and suffering among noncombatants along his line of march. In 1865 Henry C. Work composed a lively melody called “Marching through Georgia.” The sheet music sold in record-setting numbers. Work was a self-taught musician who before the war composed tunes for minstrel shows. His greatest commercial successes came during the war, including an 1862 composition based on black dialect called “Kingdom Coming.” “Marching through Georgia” proved to be his most famous composition. It became very popular among Union veterans and was invariably played during reunions and patriotic celebrations. Sherman reputedly grew to dislike the tune, in part because it was always played whenever he made a public address.
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Bring the good old bugle, boys, we’ll sing another song;

Sing it with a spirit that will start the world along,

Sing it as we used to sing it, fifty thousand strong,

While we were marching through Georgia.

[Chorus] Hurrah! Hurrah! We bring the jubilee!

Hurrah! Hurrah! The flag that makes you free!

So we sang the chorus from Atlanta to the sea,

While we were marching through Georgia.

How the darkeys shouted when they heard the joyful sound!

How the turkeys gobbled which our commissary found!

How the sweet potatoes even started from the ground,

While we were marching through Georgia.

[Chorus]

Yes, and there were Union men who wept with joyful tears,

When they saw the honored flag they had not seen for years;

Hardly could they be restrained from breaking forth in cheers,

While we were marching through Georgia.

[Chorus]

“Sherman’s dashing Yankee boys will never reach the coast!”

So the saucy Rebels said, and ’twas a handsome boast;

Had they not forgot, alas! to reckon with the host,

While we were marching through Georgia.

[Chorus]

So we made a thoroughfare for Freedom and her train,

Sixty miles in latitude, three hundred to the main;

Treason fled before us, for resistance was in vain,

While we were marching through Georgia.

[Chorus]

Source: Henry Clay Work, “Marching through Georgia” (Chicago: Root and Cady, 1865).

164. Lincoln Conspirators’ Trial (1865)

Introduction

On April 14, 1865, John Wilkes Booth mortally wounded President Abraham Lincoln. Union troops subsequently hunted down and killed the assassin. Booth was a member of a team of conspirators who had also intended to kill the vice president and Secretary of State William H. Seward. The traumatized nation was eager for revenge and zealously investigated the assassination plot. Authorities arrested several hundred people on suspicion of conspiracy. Among them were most of the actual conspirators. Eight individuals were tried by a military court that lasted from May 9 to June 30, 1865. The court pronounced the death sentence for four defendants: Lewis Paine, George Atzerodt, Davy Herold (a simple-minded boy who was tasked with guiding the conspirators after they had completed their work), and Mary Surratt, who had run a boardinghouse where the conspirators had met. The evidence against Surratt was based largely on hearsay. She was the first woman ever legally executed in the United States. Historians continue to debate whether her sentence represents a miscarriage of justice. Four other conspirators were subject to life imprisonment, although they were released in 1869. Over the years, critics have attacked the court’s procedures and sentences, which clearly fall short of modern legal standards.
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Charge and Specification against David E. Herold, George A. Atzerodt, Lewis Payne, Michael O’Laughlin, Edward Spangler, Samuel Arnold, Mary E. Surratt, and Samuel A. Mudd

CHARGE—For maliciously, unlawfully, and traitorously, and in aid of the existing armed rebellion against the United States of America, on or before the 6th day of March, A.D. 1865, and on divers other days between that day and the 15th day of April, A.D. 1865, combining, confederating, and conspiring together with one John H. Surratt, John Wilkes Booth, Jefferson Davis, George N. Sanders, Beverly Tucker, Jacob Thompson, William C. Cleary, Clement C. Clay, George Harper, George Young, and others unknown, to kill and murder, within the Military Department of Washington, and within the fortified and intrenched lines thereof, Abraham Lincoln, late, and at the time of said combining, confederating, and conspiring, President of the United States of America, and Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy thereof; Andrew Johnson, now Vice-President of the United States aforesaid; William H. Seward, Secretary of State of the United States aforesaid; and Ulysses S. Grant, Lieutenant-General of the Army of the United States aforesaid, then in command of the Armies of the United States, under the direction of the said Abraham Lincoln; and in pursuance of in prosecuting said malicious, unlawful and traitorous conspiracy aforesaid, and in aid of the said rebellion, afterward, to wit, on the 14th day of April, A.D. 1865, within the Military Department of Washington, aforesaid, and within the fortified and intrenched lines of said Military Department, together with said John Wilkes Booth and John H. Surratt, maliciously, unlawfully, and traitorously murdering the said Abraham Lincoln, then President of the United States and Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navies of the United States, as aforesaid; and maliciously, unlawfully, and traitorously assaulting, with intent to kill and murder, the said William H. Seward, then Secretary of State of the United States, as aforesaid; and lying in wait with intent maliciously, unlawfully, and traitorously to kill and murder the said Andrew Johnson, then being Vice-President of the United States; and the said Ulysses S. Grant, then being Lieutenant-General, and in command of the Armies of the United States, as aforesaid.

SPECIFICATION.—In this: that they, the said David E. Herold, Edward Spangler, Lewis Payne, Michael O’Laughlin, Samuel Arnold, Mary E. Surratt, George A. Atzerodt, and Samuel A. Mudd, together with the said John H. Surratt and John Wilkes Booth, incited and encouraged thereunto by Jefferson Davis, George N. Sanders, Beverly Tucker, Jacob Thompson, William C. Cleary, Clement C. Clay, George Harper, George Young, and others unknown, citizens of the United States aforesaid, and who were then engaged in armed rebellion against the United States of America, within the limits thereof, did, in aid of said rebellion, on or before the 6th day of March, A.D. 1865, and on divers other days and times between that day and the 15th day of April, A.D. 1865, combine, confederate, and conspire together, at Washington City, within the Military Department of Washington, and within the intrenched fortifications and military lines of the United States, there being, unlawfully, maliciously, and traitorously to kill and murder Abraham Lincoln, then President of the United States aforesaid, and Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy thereof; and unlawfully, maliciously, and traitorously to kill and murder Andrew Johnson, now Vice-President of the said United States, upon whom, on the death of said Abraham Lincoln, after the fourth day of March, A.D. 1865, the office of President of the said United States, and Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy thereof, would devolve; and to unlawfully, maliciously, and traitorously kill and murder Ulysses S. Grant, then Lieutenant-General, and, under the direction of the said Abraham Lincoln, in command of the Armies of the United States, aforesaid; and unlawfully, maliciously, and traitorously kill and murder William H. Seward, then Secretary of the United States aforesaid, whose duty it was, by law, upon the death of said President and Vice-President of the United States aforesaid, to cause an election to be held for electors of President of the United States: the conspirators aforesaid designing and intending, by the killing and murder of the said Abraham Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, Ulysses S. Grant, and William H. Seward, as aforesaid to deprive the Army and Navy of the said United States of a constitutional Commander-in-Chief; and to deprive the Armies of the United States of their lawful commander; and to prevent a lawful election of President and Vice-President of the United States aforesaid; and by the means aforesaid to aid and comfort the insurgents engaged in armed rebellion against the said United States, as aforesaid, and thereby to aid in the subversion and overthrow of the Constitution and laws of said United States.

And being so combined, confederated, and conspiring together in the prosecution of said unlawful and traitorous conspiracy, on the night of the 14th day of April, A.D. 1865, at the hour of about 10 o’clock and 15 minutes P.M., at Ford’s Theater, on Tenth Street, in the City of Washington, and within the military department and military lines aforesaid, John Wilkes Booth, one of the conspirators aforesaid, in pursuance of said unlawful and traitorous conspiracy, did, then and there, unlawfully, maliciously, and traitorously, and with intent to kill and murder the said Abraham Lincoln, discharge a pistol then held in the hands of him, the said Booth, the same being then loaded with powder and a leaden ball, against and upon the left and posterior side of the head of said Abraham Lincoln; and did thereby, then and there, inflict upon him, the said Abraham Lincoln, then President of the said United States, and Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy thereof, a mortal wound, whereof, afterward, to-wit, on the 15th day of April, A.D. 1865, at Washington City aforesaid, the said Abraham Lincoln died; and thereby, then and there, and in pursuance of said conspiracy, the said defendants, and the said John Wilkes Booth and John H. Surratt did unlawfully, traitorously, and maliciously, and with the intent to aid the rebellion, as aforesaid, kill and murder the said Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, as aforesaid.

And in further prosecution of the unlawful and traitorous conspiracy aforesaid, and of the murderous and traitorous intent of said conspiracy, the said Edward Spangler, on said 14th day of April, A.D. 1865, at about the same hour of that day, as aforesaid, within said military department and the military lines aforesaid, did aid and assist the said John Wilkes Booth to obtain entrance to the box in said theater, in which said Abraham Lincoln was sitting at the time he was assaulted and shot, as aforesaid, by John Wilkes Booth; and also did, then and there, aid said Booth in barring and obstructing the door of the box of said theater, so as to hinder and prevent any assistance to or rescue of the said Abraham Lincoln against the murderous assault of the said John Wilkes Booth; and did aid and abet him in making his escape after the said Abraham Lincoln had been murdered in manner aforesaid.

And in further prosecution of said unlawful, murderous and traitorous conspiracy, and in pursuance thereof, and with the intent as aforesaid, the said David E. Herold did, on the night of the 14th of April, A.D. 1865, within the military department and military lines aforesaid, aid, abet, and assist the said John Wilkes Booth in the killing and murder of the said Abraham Lincoln, and did, then and there, aid and abet and assist him, the said John Wilkes Booth, in attempting to escape through the military lines aforesaid, and did accompany and assist the said John Wilkes Booth in attempting to conceal himself and escape from justice, after killing and murdering said Abraham Lincoln as aforesaid.

And in further prosecution of said unlawful and traitorous conspiracy, and of the intent thereof, as aforesaid, the said Lewis Payne did, on the same night of the 14th day of April, A.D. 1865, about the same hour of 10 o’clock and 15 minutes P.M., at the City of Washington, and within the military department and the military lines aforesaid, unlawfully and maliciously make an assault upon the said William H. Seward, Secretary of State, as aforesaid, in the dwelling-house and bed-chamber of him, the said William H. Seward, and the said Payne did, then and there, with a large knife held in his hand, unlawfully, traitorously, and in pursuance of said conspiracy, strike, stab, cut, and attempt to kill and murder the said William H. Seward, and did thereby, then and there, with intent aforesaid, with said knife, inflict upon the face and throat of the said William H. Seward divers grievous wounds. And the said Lewis Payne, in further prosecution of said conspiracy, at the same time and place last aforesaid, did attempt, with the knife aforesaid, and a pistol held in his hand, to kill and murder Frederick W. Seward, Augustus H. Seward, Emrick W. Hansell, and George F. Robinson, who were then striving to protect and rescue the said William H. Seward from murder by the said Lewis Payne, and did, then and there, with said knife and pistol held in his hands, inflict upon the head of said Frederick W. Seward, and upon the persons of said Augustus H. Seward, Emrick W. Hansell, and George F. Robinson, divers grievous and dangerous wounds, with intent, then and there, to kill and murder the said Frederick W. Seward, Augustus H. Seward, Emrick W. Hansell, and George F. Robinson.

And in further prosecution of said conspiracy and its traitorous and murderous designs, the said George A. Atzerodt did, on the night of the 14th of April, A.D. 1865, at about the same hour of the night aforesaid, within the military department and the military lines aforesaid, lie in wait for Andrew Johnson, then Vice-President of the United States aforesaid, with the intent unlawfully and maliciously to kill and murder him, the said Andrew Johnson.

And in the further prosecution of the conspiracy aforesaid, and of its murderous and treasonable purposes aforesaid, on the nights of the 13th and 14th of April, A.D. 1865, at Washington City, and within the military department and military lines aforesaid, the said Michael O’Laughlin did, then and there, lie in wait for Ulysses S. Grant, then Lieutenant-General and Commander of the Armies of the United States, as aforesaid, with intent, then and there, to kill and murder the said Ulysses S. Grant.

And in further prosecution of said conspiracy, the said Samuel Arnold did, within the military department and the military lines aforesaid, on or before the 6th day of March A.D. 1865, and on divers other days and times between that day and the 15th day of April, A.D. 1865, combine, conspire with, and aid, counsel, abet, comfort, and support, the said John Wilkes Booth, Lewis Payne, George A. Atzerodt, Michael O’Laughlin, and their confederates in said unlawful, murderous, and traitorous conspiracy, and in the execution thereof, as aforesaid.

And in further prosecution of said conspiracy, Mary E. Surratt did, at Washington City, and within the military department and military lines aforesaid, on or before the 6th day of March, A.D. 1865, and on divers other days and times between that day and the 20th day of April, A.D. 1865, receive, entertain, harbor, and conceal, aid and assist the said John Wilkes Booth, David E. Herold, Lewis Payne, John H. Surratt, Michael O’Laughlin, George A. Atzerodt, Samuel Arnold, and their confederates, with the knowledge of the murderous and traitorous conspiracy aforesaid, and with the intent to aid, abet, and assist them in execution thereof, and in escaping from justice after the murder of the said Abraham Lincoln, as aforesaid.

And in further prosecution of said conspiracy, the said Samuel A. Mudd did, at Washington City, and within the military department and military lines aforesaid, on or before the 6th day of March, A.D. 1865, and on divers other days and times between that day and the 20th day of April, A.D. 1865, advise, encourage, receive, entertain, harbor, and conceal, aid and assist the said John Wilkes Booth, David E. Herold, Lewis Payne, John H. Surratt, Michael O’Laughlin, George A. Atzerodt, Mary E. Surratt, and Samuel Arnold, and their confederates, with knowledge of the murderous and traitorous conspiracy aforesaid, and with the intent to aid, abet, and assist them in the execution thereof, and in escaping from justice after the murder of the said Abraham Lincoln, in pursuance of said conspiracy in manner aforesaid.

By order of the President of the United States.

Source: War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 2, Vol. 8 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1899), 696–698.

165. Report of the Southern Treaty Commission (October 30, 1865)

Introduction

As in previous wars among white people, Indian individuals and tribes chose sides during the Civil War and fought for either the Union or the Confederacy, although some tried to remain neutral. Union and Confederate forces both tried to recruit the Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles residing in Indian Territory (in present-day Oklahoma). The Indian regiments raised by each side fought mostly for control of Indian Territory and the borderlands of the adjacent states. The Cherokee Nation split in two, while the Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations fought for the Confederacy. When the Civil War ended, the U.S. government sent a special delegation to Fort Smith in Indian Territory, where the commissioner of Indian affairs was to negotiate the terms for future relations with the tribes of the territory as well as those of Kansas and the western Great Plains. As recounted here in the commissioner’s report, he stated that supporters of the Confederacy had forfeited any benefits provided by previous treaties with the United States but that the government was willing to reestablish relations. Among the conditions required for renewal of relations was the emancipation of all slaves held by Indians. The Indians’ main objection to the proposed terms was the one requiring that all tribes in Indian Territory be consolidated under a single government as a territory of the United States. It took until the following year for most of the tribes to agree on treaty terms.

Primary Source

Report of D. N. Cooley, as president of the southern treaty commission.

Department Of The Interior,

Office of Indian Affairs, October 30, 1865.

Sir: As president of the commission designated by the President to negotiate, under your instructions, “a treaty or treaties with all or any of the nations, tribes, or bands of Indians now located in the Indian country or in the State of Kansas, and also with the Indians of the plains west of Kansas and the said Indian country,” I have the honor to submit the following:

The commission, as designated, consisted of myself; Elijah Sells, superintendent for the southern Indians; honorable Mr. Edmunds, Commissioner of the General Land Office; Thomas Wistar, of Pennsylvania; Major General W. S. Harney, United States army; Major General Herron; Colonel Ely S. Parker, of Lieutenant General Grant’s staff; associated in the capacity of secretary and assistant secretaries were Mr. Mix, chief clerk of the Indian bureau, and Messrs. Irwin and Cook, who were detailed as employees of the government. Messrs. Edmunds and Herron declined to accompany the commission for reasons which I understand were regarded as satisfactory to the department. The residue of the commission, excepting General Harney, who arrived at Fort Smith by water communication from St. Louis, left Leavenworth, Kansas, on the ——— day of August, en route by land for Fort Smith, under arrangements made by Major General Dodge, commanding at Fort Leavenworth. The party reached Fort Smith on the evening of the ——— September, and every facility in his power was afforded it by Brigadier General Bussy, in command at the post, and the officers connected with him.

So soon as the necessary arrangements could be effected for preparing a room in one of the buildings within the walls of the fort for the occupancy of the commission as a council chamber, intelligence was imparted to the different delegations who had informally communicated their arrival that the council would open on Friday, the 8th day of September. The council was accordingly convened on that day, when there appeared representatives from loyal members of the following named tribes, viz: Creeks, Osages, Quapaws. Senecas, and Senecas and Shawnees of the Neosho agency, Cherokees, Seminoles, Shawnees, and Wyandotts, from Kansas, Chickasaws and Ohoctaws.

The United States agents present were: Major Snow, for Osages, Quapaws, Senecas, Senecas and Shawnees; George A. Reynolds, Seminoles; Isaac Colman, Choctaws and Chickasaws; Justin Harlan, Cherokees; J. W. Dunn, Creeks; Milo Gookins, Wichitas and other affiliated tribes located within the country leased by Chickasaws and Choctaws; and J. B. Abbott for Shawnees in Kansas.

(It is proper here to remark that the delegation from the disloyal Indians had not arrived; and that the Delawares, and Sacs and Foxes, located in Kansas, who were expected, were not present at any of the councils.)

The council was called to order by me, as president of the commission; after which the blessing of the Great Spirit over our deliberations was invoked by Rev. Lewis Downing, acting chief of the Cherokee nation. When Mr. Downing had concluded, I addressed the council as follows:

Brothers: It is proper that thanks should be returned to the Great Spirit, the creator of us all, that our lives have been preserved to meet upon this occasion. This, as you saw, has been done in our style of addressing the Great Spirit. We have thanked Him for His goodness in keeping us in good health, and for putting it into your minds to meet us at this time. We trust that His wisdom may guide us all in the deliberations on every question that may come before us.

We are glad to meet so many of our brothers in council, and pray the Great Spirit to keep you all in health, and to preserve your wives and children during your absence, and return us all safely to our homes when our council shall terminate.

Brothers: You will listen further: your Great Father the President, hearing that tbe Indians in the southwest desired to meet commissioners sent by him, in council, to renew their allegiance to the United States, and to settle difficulties among themselves which have arisen in consequence of a portion of the several tribes uniting with wicked white men who have engaged in war, has sent the commissioners now before you to hear and consider any matter which you may desire to lay before us, and to make a treaty of peace and amity with all his red children who may desire his favor and protection.

Portions of several tribes and nations have attempted to throw off their allegiance to the United States, and have made treaty stipulations with the enemies of the government, and have been in open war with those who remained loyal and true, and at war with the United States. All such have rightfully forfeited all annuities and interests in the lands in the Indian territory; but with the return of peace, after subduing and punishing severely in battle those who caused the rebellion, the President is willing to hear his erring children in extenuation of their great crime. He has authorized us to make new treaties with such nations and tribes as are willing to be at peace among themselves and with the United States.

The President has been deeply pained by the course of those who have violated their plighted faith and treaty obligations by engaging in war with those in rebellion against the United States.

He directs us to say to those who remain true, and who have aided him in punishing the rebels, he is well pleased with you, and your rights and interests will be protected by the United States.

The President directs us to express to you the hope that your dissensions may soon all be healed, and your people soon again united, prosperous, and happy.

We are now ready to hear anything you may wish to say in reply.

The response and explanations of the different nations and tribes will be found in the proceedings of the council, hereto appended.

On the second day, (Saturday, September 9,) after council met, I addressed the Indians, in which I stated that the commissioners had considered the talks of the Indians on the preceding day, and had authorized me to submit the following statement and propositions, as the basis on which the United States were prepared to negotiate with them:

“Brothers: We are instructed by the President to negotiate a treaty or treaties with any or all of the nations, tribes, or bands of Indians in the Indian territory, Kansas, or of the plains west of the Indian territory and Kansas.

“The following named nations and tribes have by their own acts, by making treaties with the enemies of the United States at the dates hereafter named, forfeited all right to annuities, lands, and protection by the United States.

“The different nations and tribes having made treaties with the rebel government are as follows, viz: The Creek nation, July 10, 1861; Choctaws and Chickasaws, July 12, 1861; Seminoles, August 1, 1861; Shawnees, Delawares, Wichitas and affiliated tribes residing in leased territory, August 12, 1861; the Comanches of the Prairie, August 12, 1861; the Great Osages, October 21, 1861; the Senecas, Senecas and Shawnees, (Neosho agency,) October 4, 1861; the Quapaws, October 4, 1861; the Cherokees, October 7, 1861.

“By these nations having entered into treaties with the so-called Confederate States, and the rebellion being now ended, they are left without any treaty whatever or treaty obligations for protection by the United States.

“Under the terms of the treaties with the United States, and the law of Congress of July 5, 1862, all these nations and tribes forfeited and lost all their rights to annuities and lands. The President, however, does not desire to take advantage of or enforce the penalties for the unwise actions of these nations.

“The President is anxious to renew the relations which existed at the breaking out of the rebellion.

“We, as representatives of the President, are empowered to enter into new treaties with the proper delegates of the tribes located within the so called Indian territory, and others above named, living west and north of the Indian territory.

“Such treaties must contain substantially the following stipulations:

“1. Each tribe must enter into a treaty for permanent peace and amity with themselves, each nation and tribe, and with the United States.

“2. Those settled in the Indian territory must bind themselves, when called upon by the government, to aid in compelling the Indians of the plains to maintain peaceful relations with each other, with the Indians in the territory, and with the United States.

“3. The institution of slavery, which has existed among several of the tribes, must be forthwith abolished, and measures taken for the unconditional emancipation of all persons held in bondage, and for their incorporation into the tribes on an equal footing with the original members, or suitably provided for.

“4. A stipulation in the treaties that slavery, or involuntary servitude, shall never exist in the tribe or nation, except in punishment of crime.

“5. A portion of the lands hitherto owned and occupied by you must be set apart for the friendly tribes in Kansas and elsewhere, on such terms as may be agreed upon by the parties and approved by government, or such as may be fixed by the government.

“6. It is the policy of the government, unless other arrangement be made, that all the nations and tribes in the Indian territory be formed into one consolidated government after the plan proposed by the Senate of the United States, in a bill for organizing the Indian territory.

“7. No white person, except officers, agents, and employees of the government, or of any internal improvement authorized by the government, will be permitted to reside in the territory, unless formally incorporated with some tribes, according to the usages of the band.

“Brothers: You have now heard and understand what are the views and wishes of the President; and the commissioners, as they told you yesterday, will expect definite answers from each of you upon the questions submitted.

“As we said yesterday, we say again, that, in any event, those who have always been loyal, although their nation may have gone over to the enemy, will be liberally provided for and dealt with.”

I then caused copies of the statement and propositions to be prepared and furnished to each agent, with instructions that they be fully interpreted and explained to them.

Source: Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for the Year 1865 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1865), 296–299.

166. Andrew Johnson: Proclamation of Amnesty (December 8, 1865)

Introduction

Andrew Johnson, the former military governor of Tennessee, served as Abraham Lincoln’s vice president after Lincoln’s reelection in 1864. Upon Lincoln’s assassination in April 1865, Johnson became the 17th president of the United States. Johnson vowed to follow Lincoln’s Reconstruction plans and on December 8, 1865, issued a proclamation designed to restore the legal status of the Southern states without recrimination. This proclamation was similar to the one Lincoln had intended to issue except that Johnson excluded a long list of former Confederate civilian and military officials as well as members of the upper classes on the grounds that as slaveholders, they had been at the forefront of the secession movement. Johnson planned to appoint a local provisional governor for each Confederate state. That governor would call for a state constitutional convention, which would draft a new constitution explicitly repudiating secession, slavery, and Confederate war debts. Then after swearing an oath of allegiance to the U.S. government, full rights of citizenship would be restored. However, the Radical Republicans thought the plan too gentle and favored a policy of harsher retribution. Furthermore, they did not want a resurgence of the former Democratic power base that had resided in the South. Accordingly, the Radical Republicans thwarted Johnson at every step. In addition, Southern political leaders and most of the Southern people had no interest in sharing political power with former slaves. President Johnson issued a proclamation of amnesty and pardon for the citizens of those Confederate states that had not been restored under Lincoln’s Reconstruction policy. Generally in accord with Lincoln’s amnesty proclamation of December 8, 1863, Johnson’s proclamation differed on one major point. A lifelong supporter of small farmers and the lower classes in general, he specifically excluded the wealthy classes from the benefits of the proclamation.

Primary Source

Whereas, the President of the United States, on the 8th day of December, A.D. 1863, and on the 26th day of March, A.D. 1864, did, with the object to suppress the existing rebellion, to induce all persons to return to their loyalty, and to restore the authority of the United States, issue proclamations offering amnesty and pardon to certain persons who had, directly or by implication, participated in the said rebellion; and

Whereas, many persons who had so engaged in said rebellion have, since the issuance of said proclamations, failed or neglected to take the benefits offered thereby; and

Whereas, many persons who have been justly deprived of all claim to amnesty and pardon thereunder by reason of their participation, directly or by implication, in said rebellion and continued hostility to the government of the United States since the date of said proclamations, now desire to apply for and obtain amnesty and pardon.

To the end, therefore, that the authority of the government of the United States may be restored and that peace, order, and freedom may be established, I, Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, do proclaim and declare that I hereby grant to all persons who have, directly or indirectly, participated in the existing rebellion, except as hereinafter excepted, amnesty and pardon, with restoration of all rights of property, except as to slaves and except in cases where legal proceedings under the laws of the United States providing for the confiscation of property of persons engaged in rebellion have been instituted; but upon the condition, nevertheless, that every such person shall take and subscribe the following oath (or affirmation) and thenceforward keep and maintain said oath inviolate, and which oath shall be registered for permanent preservation and shall be of the tenor and effect following, to wit:

I, ——— ———, do solemnly swear (or affirm), in presence of Almighty God, that I will henceforth faithfully support, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States and the Union of the States thereunder, and that I will in like manner abide by and faithfully support all laws and proclamations which have been made during the existing rebellion with reference to the emancipation of slaves. So help me God.

The following classes of persons are excepted from the benefits of this proclamation:

First, all who are or shall have been pretended civil or diplomatic officers or otherwise domestic or foreign agents of the pretended Confederate government.

Second, all who left judicial stations under the United States to aid the rebellion.

Third, all who shall have been military or naval officers of said pretended Confederate government above the rank of colonel in the army or lieutenant in the navy.

Fourth, all who left seats in the Congress of the United States to aid the rebellion.

Fifth, all who resigned or tendered resignations of their commissions in the Army or Navy of the United States to evade duty in resisting the rebellion.

Sixth, all who have engaged in any way in treating otherwise than lawfully as prisoners of war persons found in the United States service as officers, soldiers, seamen, or in other capacities.

Seventh, all persons who have been or are absentees from the United States for the purpose of aiding the rebellion.

Eighth, all military and naval officers in the Rebel service who were educated by the government in the Military Academy at West Point or the United States Naval Academy.

Ninth, all persons who held the pretended offices of governors of states in insurrection against the United States.

Tenth, all persons who left their homes within the jurisdiction and protection of the United States and passed beyond the Federal military lines into the pretended Confederate States for the purpose of aiding the rebellion.

Eleventh, all persons who have been engaged in the destruction of the commerce of the United States upon the high seas and all persons who have made raids into the United States from Canada or been engaged in destroying the commerce of the United States upon the lakes and rivers that separate the British Provinces from the United States.

Twelfth, all persons who, at the time when they seek to obtain the benefits hereof by taking the oath herein prescribed, are in military, naval, or civil confinement or custody, or under bonds of the civil, military, or naval authorities, or agents of the United States as prisoners of war, or persons detained for offenses of any kind, either before or after conviction.

Thirteenth, all persons who have voluntarily participated in said rebellion and the estimated value of whose taxable property is over $20,000.

Fourteenth, all persons who have taken the oath of amnesty as prescribed in the President’s proclamation of December 8, A.D. 1863, or an oath of allegiance to the government of the United States since the date of said proclamation and who have not thenceforward kept and maintained the same inviolate.

Provided, that special application may be made to the President for pardon by any person belonging to the excepted classes, and such clemency will be liberally extended as may be consistent with the facts of the case and the peace and dignity of the United States.

The secretary of state will establish rules and regulations for administering and recording the said amnesty oath, so as to insure its benefit to the people and guard the government against fraud.

Source: James D. Richardson, ed., A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents, 1789–1897, Vol. 6 1920), 310–312.

167. Ulysses S. Grant: Report on Conditions in the South (December 18, 1865)

Introduction

When General Edmund K. Smith surrendered his Trans-Mississippi Department on May 26, 1865, organized Confederate resistance came to an end. By that time Andrew Johnson, the former military governor of Tennessee and Abraham Lincoln’s vice president, had become the 17th president of the United States. Johnson vowed to follow Lincoln’s Reconstruction plans but faced intense opposition from Radical Republicans. Accordingly, he enlisted the war’s greatest hero, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, to tour Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia in order to gauge Southerners’ views regarding Reconstruction and the U.S. government. Johnson hoped that a favorable report from Grant would help him in his political struggle against the Radical Republicans. Grant shared Lincoln’s vision that the South should not have humiliating terms imposed upon it. Both men thought that mild terms would yield reconciliation and restore a sense of one nation. As the following report, written from Grant to Johnson on December 18, 1865, shows, Grant found most Southerners willing to accept the fact that they had lost the war and were ready to get on with the business of restoring the Union. However, Grant also found that the U.S. Army needed to be present in the South in order to maintain order. Grant thought it unwise for black troops to perform occupation duty except in coastal forts, because if they entered the interior, they would provoke renewed passions. Grant was also critical of the operation of the Freedmen’s Bureau. The “General Howard” he refers to is Major General Oliver O. Howard, who became commissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau in May 1865.

Primary Source

Sir:

In reply to your note of the 16th instant requesting a report from me giving such information as I may be possessed of coming within the scope of the inquiries made by the Senate of the United States in their resolution of the 12th instant, I have the honor to submit the following:

With your approval, and also that of the honorable secretary of war, I left Washington city on the 27th of last month for the purpose of making a tour of inspection through some of the Southern states, or states lately in rebellion, and to see what changes were necessary to be made in the disposition of the military forces of the country; how these forces could be reduced and expenses curtailed, etc.; and to learn, as far as possible, the feelings and intentions of the citizens of those states toward the general government.

The state of Virginia, being so accessible to Washington city, and information from this quarter, therefore, being readily obtained, I hastened through the state without conversing or meeting with any of its citizens. In Raleigh, North Carolina, I spent one day; in Charleston, South Carolina, two days; Savannah and Augusta, Georgia, each one day. Both in traveling and while stopping, I saw much and conversed freely with the citizens of those states, as well as with officers of the Army who have been stationed among them. The following are the conclusions come to by me.

I am satisfied that the mass of thinking men of the South accept the present situation of affairs in good faith. The questions which have heretofore divided the sentiment of the people of the two sections—slavery and state’s rights, or the right of a state to secede from the Union—they regard as having been settled forever by the highest tribunal—arms—that man can resort to. I was pleased to learn from the leading men whom I met that they not only accepted the decision arrived at as final but, now that the smoke of battle has cleared away and time has been given for reflection, that this decision has been a fortunate one for the whole country, they receiving like benefits from it with those who opposed them in the field and in council.

Four years of war, during which law was executed only at the point of the bayonet throughout the states in rebellion, have left the people possibly in a condition not to yield that ready obedience to civil authority the American people have generally been in the habit of yielding. This would render the presence of small garrisons throughout those states necessary until such time as labor returns to its proper channel and civil authority is fully established. I did not meet anyone, either those holding places under the government or citizens of the Southern states, who think it practicable to withdraw the military from the South at present. The white and the black mutually require the protection of the general governments.

There is such universal acquiescence in the authority of the general government throughout the portions of country visited by me that the mere presence of a military force, without regard to numbers, is sufficient to maintain order. The good of the country and economy require that the force kept in the interior, where there are many freedmen (elsewhere in the Southern states than at forts upon the seacoast no force is necessary), should all be white troops. The reasons for this are obvious without mentioning many of them. The presence of black troops, lately slaves, demoralizes labor, both by their advice and by furnishing in their camps a resort for the freedmen for long distances around. White troops generally excite no opposition, and therefore a small number of them can maintain order in a given district. Colored troops must be kept in bodies sufficient to defend themselves. It is not the thinking men who would use violence toward any class of troops sent among them by the general government, but the ignorant in some places might; and the late slave seems to be imbued with the idea that the property of his late master should, by right, belong to him, or at least should have no protection from the colored soldier. There is danger of collisions being brought on by such causes.

My observations lead me to the conclusion that the citizens of the Southern states are anxious to return to self-government within the Union as soon as possible; that while reconstructing they want and require protection from the government; that they are in earnest in wishing to do what they think is required by the government, not humiliating to them as citizens, and that if such a course were pointed out they would pursue it in good faith. It is to be regretted that there cannot be a greater commingling, at this time, between the citizens of the two sections, and particularly of those entrusted with the lawmaking power.

I did not give the operations of the Freedmen’s Bureau that attention I would have done if more time had been at my disposal. Conversations on the subject, however, with officers connected with the bureau lead me to think that in some of the states its affairs have not been conducted with good judgment or economy, and that the belief widely spread among the freedmen of the Southern states that the lands of their former owners will, at least in part, be divided among them has come from the agents of this bureau. This belief is seriously interfering with the willingness of the freedmen to make contracts for the coming year. In some form the Freedmen’s Bureau is an absolute necessity until civil law is established and enforced, securing to the freedmen their rights and full protection. At present, however, it is independent of the military establishment of the country and seems to be operated by the different agents of the bureau according to their individual notions. Everywhere General Howard, the able head of the bureau, made friends by the just and fair instructions and advice he gave; but the complaint in South Carolina was that when he left, things went on as before.

Many, perhaps the majority, of the agents of the Freedmen’s Bureau advise the freedmen that by their own industry they must expect to live. To this end they endeavor to secure employment for them and to see that both contracting parties comply with their engagements. In some instances, I am sorry to say, the freedman’s mind does not seem to be disabused of the idea that a freedman has the right to live without care or provision for the future. The effect of the belief in division of lands is idleness and accumulation in camps, towns, and cities. In such cases I think it will be found that vice and disease will tend to the extermination or great reduction of the colored race. It cannot be expected that the opinions held by men at the South for years can be changed in a day, and therefore the freedmen require, for a few years, not only laws to protect them but the fostering care of those who will give them good counsel and on whom they rely.

The Freedmen’s Bureau, being separated from the military establishment of the country requires all the expenses of a separate organization. One does not necessarily know what the other is doing or what orders they are acting under. It seems to me this could be corrected by regarding every officer on duty with troops in the Southern states as an agent of the Freedmen’s Bureau, and then have all orders, from the head of the bureau sent through department commanders. This would create a responsibility that would secure uniformity of action throughout all the South; would insure the orders and instructions from the head of the bureau being carried out, and would relieve from duty and pay a large number of employees of the government.

Source: 39th Congress, 1st Session, Senate Executive Document No. 2, pp. 106–108.

168. George Cooper: Medical Examination of Jefferson Davis (May 9, 1866)

Introduction

In the wake of President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination, Northern leaders were in no mood to make a soft peace. Union soldiers had marched to war singing a popular tune, “We’ll Hang Jeff Davis from a Sour Apple Tree.” When Union forces captured Confederate president Jefferson Davis, he was not hanged but instead was imprisoned under conditions of varying severity. He entered prison weakened by the psychological and physical stresses that had worn him to a near cadaverous condition. While confined at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, Davis became even sicker from cold, damp weather. President Andrew Johnson ordered an army surgeon to assess Davis’s condition. The following letter accompanied a medical report sent to the adjutant general of the United States by that army surgeon, George E. Cooper. After 720 days, the federal government freed Davis. The electrifying news spread across the South: “The President has been bailed.” Davis went to Canada in self-imposed exile and traveled in Europe before returning to the United States to settle in his native Mississippi, where he wrote his memoirs. This work demonstrated that as was the case with many Southerners, Davis could not dismiss painful memories of the past. He castigated the North for its unlawful “war of subjugation” and in 1,279 pages never admitted that either he or his cause was ever wrong.
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FORT MONROE, VA., May 9, 1866.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. ARMY, Washington, D.C.:

SIR: In compliance with directions from the President of the United States to me, given through the office of the Adjutant-General, I have made a special examination of state prisoner Jefferson Davis, now in confinement at this post, and report the following to be the result of said examination:

He is considerably emaciated, the fatty tissue having almost disappeared leaving his skin much shriveled. His muscles are small, flaccid, and very soft, and he has but little muscular strength. He is quite weak and debilitated, consequently his gait is becoming uneven and irregular. His digestive organs at present are in comparatively good condition but become quickly deranged under anything but the most carefully prepared food. With a diet disagreeing with him dyspeptic symptoms promptly make their appearance, soon followed by vertigo, severe facial and cranial neuralgia, an erysipelatous inflammation of the posterior scalp and right side of nose, which quickly affects the right eye (the only sound one he now has) and extends through the nasal duct into the interior nose. His nervous system is greatly deranged, being much prostrated and excessively irritable. Slight noises, which are scarcely perceptible to a man in robust health cause him much pain, the description of the sensation being as of one flayed and having every sentient nerve exposed to the waves of sound. Want of sleep has been a great and almost the principal cause of his nervous excitability. This has been produced by the tramp of the creaking boots of the sentinels on post round the prison room and the relieval of the guard at the expiration of every two hours which almost invariably wakens him.

Prisoner Davis states that he has scarcely enjoyed over two hours of sleep unbroken at one time since his confinement. Means have been taken by placing matting on the floors for the sentinels to walk on to alleviate this source of disturbance, but with only partial success. His vital condition is low and he has but little recuperative force. Should he be attacked by any of the severe forms of disease to which the tidewater region of Virginia is subject, I, with reason, fear for the result.

A copy of this report I have furnished to the headquarters of the Military District of Fort Monroe, in compliance with orders from the major-general commanding.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. E. COOPER,

Surgeon, U.S. Army.

Source: U.S. War Department, War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 2, Vol. 8.

169. Ely Parker: Letter to Ulysses S. Grant about Indian Affairs (ca. 1866) [Excerpts]

Introduction

Ely S. Parker (1828–1895) was a Seneca Indian from New York, the son of a chief and a tribal leader in his own right. Parker, trained as a lawyer and an engineer, moved to Illinois, where he struck up a friendship with Ulysses S. Grant, then a shopkeeper. When Parker tried to volunteer for the Union Army, he was rejected on the basis of his race. Grant interceded to get him a commission. After serving as an army engineer and then as an aide to Grant, Parker became Grant’s military secretary in 1864 and was present at Robert E. Lee’s surrender in April 1865. After the war, Parker remained on Grant’s staff and rose to the rank of brigadier general. During this period, Parker wrote the letter to Grant that is excerpted here. In it he presents his ideas for dealing with Indian affairs in the West. Parker suggests transferring the Bureau of Indian Affairs back to the War Department, establishing a permanent government and boundaries for Indian Territory, and setting up a commission to ensure prompt payment of the annuities promised to Indians and encourage them to take up agriculture and assimilate into white society. Parker became President Grant’s commissioner of Indian affairs from 1869 to 1871, the first Indian to hold that office. While in office, Parker was responsible for designing and implementing Grant’s Peace Policy.
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General: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to submit the following proposed plan for the establishment of a permanent and perpetual peace, and for settling all matters of differences between the United States and the various Indian tribes.

First. The transfer of the Indian Bureau from the Interior Department back to the War Department, or military branch of the government, where it originally belonged, until within the last few years.

The condition and disposition of all the Indians west of the Mississippi river, as developed in consequence of the great and rapid influx of immigration by reason of the discovery of the precious metals throughout the entire west, renders it of the utmost importance that military supervision should be extended over the Indians. Treaties have been made with a very large number of the tribes, and generally reservations have been provided as homes for them. Agents appointed from civil life have generally been provided to protect their lives and property, and to attend to the prompt and faithful observance or treaty stipulations. But as the hardy pioneer and adventurous miner advanced into the inhospitable regions occupied by the Indians in search of the precious metals, they found no rights possessed by the Indians that they were bound to respect. The faith of treaties solemnly entered into were totally disregarded, and Indian territory wantonly violated. If any tribe remonstrated against the violation of their natural treaty rights, members of the tribe were inhumanely shot down and the whole treated as mere dogs. Retaliation generally followed, and bloody Indian wars have been the consequence, costing many lives and much treasure. In all troubles arising in this manner the civil agents have been totally powerless to avert the consequences, and when too late the military have been called in to protect the whites and punish the Indians, when if, in the beginning, the military had had the supervision of the Indians, their rights would not have been improperly molested, or if disturbed in their quietude by any lawless whites, a prompt and summary check to any further aggressions could have been given. In cases where the government promises the Indians the quiet and peaceable possession of a reservation, and precious metals are discovered or found to exist upon it, the military alone can give the Indians the needed protection and keep the adventurous miner from encroaching upon the Indians until the government has come to some understanding with them. In such cases the civil agent is absolutely powerless.

Most … Indian treaties contain stipulations for the payment annually to Indians of annuities, either in money or goods, or both, and agents are appointed to make these payments whenever government furnishes them the means. I know of no reason why officers of the army could not make these payments as well as civilians. The expense of agencies would be saved, and, I think, the Indians would be more honestly dealt by. An officer’s honor and interest is at stake, which impels him to discharge his duty honestly and faithfully, while civil agents have none of these incentives, the ruling passion with them being generally to avoid all trouble and responsibility, and to make as much money as possible out of their offices.

In the retransfer of this bureau I would provide for the complete abolishment of the system of Indian traders, which, in my opinion, is a great evil to Indian communities. I would make government the purchaser of all articles usually brought in by Indians, giving them a fair equivalent for the same in money or goods at cost prices. In this way it would be an easy matter to regulate the sale of issue of arms and ammunition to Indians, a question which of late has agitated the minds of the civil and military authorities. If the entry of large numbers of Indians to any military post is objectionable, it can easily be arranged that only limited numbers shall be admitted daily….

Second. The next measure I would suggest is the passage by Congress of a plan of territorial government for the Indians, as was submitted last winter, or a similar one. When once passed it should remain upon the statute-books as the permanent and settled policy of the government. The boundaries of the Indian territory or territories should be well defined by metes and bounds, and should remain inviolate from settlement by any except Indians and government employees.

The subject of the improvement and civilization of the Indians, and the maintenance of peaceful relations with them, has engaged the serious consideration of every administration since the birth of the American republic; and, if I recollect aright, President Jefferson was the first to inaugurate the policy of removal of the Indians from the States to the country west of the Mississippi; and President Monroe, in furtherance of this policy, recommended that the Indians be concentrated, as far as was practicable, and civil governments established for them, with schools for every branch of instruction in literature and the arts of civilized life. The plan of removal was adopted as the policy of the government, and, by treaty stipulation, affirmed by Congress; lands were set apart for tribes removing into the western wilds, and the faith of a great nation pledged that the homes selected by Indians should be and remain their homes forever, unmolested by the hand of the grasping and avaricious white man; and, in some cases, the government promised that the Indian homes and lands should never be incorporated within the limits of any new State that might be organized. How the pledges so solemnly given and the promises made were kept, the history of the western country can tell. It is presumed that humanity dictated the original policy of the removal and concentration of the Indians in the west to save them from threatened extinction. But to-day, by reason of the immense augmentation of the American population, and the extension of their settlements throughout the entire west, covering both slopes of the Rocky mountains, the Indian races are more seriously threatened with a speedy extermination than ever before in the history of the country. And, however much such a deplorable result might be wished for by some, it seems to me that the honor of a Christian nation and every sentiment of humanity dictate that no pains should be spared to avert such an appalling calamity befalling a portion of the human race. The establishment of the Indians upon any one territory is perhaps impracticable, but numbers of them can, without doubt, be consolidated in separate districts of country, and the same system of government made to apply to each. By the concentration of tribes, although in several and separate districts, government can more readily control them and more economically press and carry out the plans for their improvement and civilization, and a better field be offered for philanthropic aid and Christian instruction. Some system of this kind has, at different periods in the history of our government, been put forward, but never successfully put into execution. A renewal of the attempt, with proper aids, it seems to me cannot fail of success.

Third. The passage by Congress of an act authorizing the appointment of an inspection board, or commission, to hold office during good behavior, or until the necessity for their services is terminated by the completion of the retransfer of the Indian Bureau to the War Department. It shall be the duty of this board to examine the account of the several agencies, see that every cent due the Indians is paid to them promptly as may be promised in treaties, and that proper and suitable goods and implements of agriculture are delivered to them when such articles are due; to make semi-annual reports, with such suggestions as, in their judgment, might seem necessary to the perfect establishment of a permanent and friendly feeling between the people of the United States and the Indians.

This commission could undoubtedly be dispensed with in a few years, but the results of their labors might be very important and beneficial, not only in supervising and promptly checking the delinquencies of incompetent and dishonest agents, but it would be a most convincing proof to the Indians’ mind that the government was disposed to deal honestly and fairly by them. Such a commission might, indeed, be rendered wholly unnecessary if Congress would consent to the next and fourth proposition which I submit in this plan.

Fourth. The passage of an act authorizing the appointment of a permanent Indian commission, to be a mixed commission, composed of such white men as possessed in a large degree the confidence of their country, and a number of the most reputable educated Indians, selected from different tribes. The entire commission might be composed of ten members, and, if deemed advisable, might be divided so that five could operate north and five south of a given line, but both to be governed by the same general instructions, and impressing upon the Indians the same line of governmental policy. It shall be made their duty to visit all the Indian tribes within the limits of the United States, whether, to do this, it requires three, five, or ten years. They shall hold talks with them, setting forth the great benefits that would result to them from a permanent peace with the whites, from their abandonment of their nomadic mode of life, and adopting agricultural and pastoral pursuits, and the habits and modes of civilized communities. Under the directions of the president the commission shall explain to the various tribes the advantages of their consolidation upon some common territory, over which Congress shall have extended the ægis of good, wise, and wholesome laws for their protection and perpetuation. It would be wise to convince the Indians of the great power and number of the whites; that they cover the whole land, to the north, south, east and west of them. I believe they could easily understand that although this country was once wholly inhabited by Indians, the tribes, and many of them once powerful, who occupied the countries now constituting the States east of the Mississippi, have, one by one, been exterminated by their abortive attempts to stem the western march of civilization.

They could probably be made to comprehend that the waves of population and civilization are upon every side of them; that it is too strong for them to resist; and that, unless they fall in line with the current of destiny as it rolls and surges around them, they must succumb and be annihilated by its overwhelming force. In consequence of the gradual extinction of the Indian races, and the failure of almost every plan heretofore attempted for the amelioration of their condition, and the prolongation of their national existence, and also because they will not abandon their savage tastes and propensities, it has of late years become somewhat common, not only for the press, but in the speeches of men of intelligence, and some occupying high and responsible positions, to advocate the policy of their immediate and absolute extermination. Such a proposition, so revolting to every sense of humanity and Christianity, it seems to me could not for one moment be entertained by any enlightened nation. On the contrary, the honor of the national character and the dictates of a sound policy, guided by the principles of religion and philanthropy, would urge the adoption of a system to avert the extinction of a people, however unenlightened they may be. The American government can never adopt the policy of a total extermination of the Indian race within her limits, numbering, perhaps, less than four hundred thousand, without a cost of untold treasure and lives of her people, beside exposing herself to the abhorrence and censure of the entire civilized world.

Source: Indexes to the Executive Documents of the Senate of the United States for the First Session Fortieth Congress, and for the Special Session, 1867 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1868), 42–47.

170. Reconstruction Acts (1867)

Introduction

In the spring and summer of 1867, Congress passed a series of three acts to govern Reconstruction in the South after the Civil War. The first act was passed on March 2, over the veto of President Andrew Johnson, and established military authority over the government of the former Confederate states. The act required these states to submit their constitutions to Congress for approval. The second act, passed on March 23, called for the registration of all eligible voters, which included all men of age 21 or older regardless of race or former slave status. The voters were to take the oath prescribed by the act and elect delegates to formulate state constitutions. The third act, passed on July 19, sought to define further the military and civil lines of authority and voter eligibility established in the first two acts. Congress also passed three Reconstruction amendments to the U.S. Constitution. The Thirteenth Amendment banning slavery was adopted by Congress early in 1865 and ratified in December. The Fourteenth Amendment, which extended U.S. citizenship to all races, was passed by Congress in 1866 and became law in 1868. The Fifteenth Amendment, passed by Congress in 1869 and ratified in 1870, extended the right to vote to all male citizens regardless of race or former condition of slavery. Each of these amendments is notable for extending federal law over matters formerly governed by the states.
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An Act to provide for the more efficient Government of the Rebel States

Whereas no legal State governments or adequate protection for life or property now exists in the rebel States of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, Florida, Texas and Arkansas; and whereas it is necessary that peace and good order should be enforced in said States until loyal and republican State governments can be legally established: Therefore,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That said rebel States shall be divided into military districts and made subject to the military authority of the United States as hereinafter prescribed, and for that purpose Virginia shall constitute the first district; North Carolina and South Carolina the second district; Georgia, Alabama and Florida the third district; Mississippi and Arkansas the fourth district; and Louisiana and Texas the fifth district.

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the President to assign to the command of each of the said districts an officer of the army, not below the rank of brigadier-general, and to detail a sufficient military force to enable such officer to perform his duties and enforce his authority within the district to which he is assigned.

Section 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of each officer assigned as aforesaid, to protect all persons in their rights of person and property, to suppress insurrection, disorder, and violence, and to punish, or cause to be punished, all disturbers of the public peace and criminals; and to this end he may allow local civil tribunals to take jurisdiction of and to try offenders, or, when in his judgment it may be necessary for the trial of offenders, he shall have power to organize military commissions or tribunals for that purpose, and all interference under color of State authority with the exercise of military authority under this act, shall be null and void.

Section 4. And be it further enacted, That all persons put under military arrest by virtue of this act shall be tried without unnecessary delay, and no cruel or unusual punishment shall be inflicted, and no sentence of any military commission or tribunal hereby authorized, affecting the life or liberty of any person, shall be executed until it is approved by the officer in command of the district, and the laws and regulations for the government of the army shall not be affected by this act, except in so far as they conflict with its provisions: Provided, That no sentence of death under the provisions of this act shall be carried into effect without the approval of the President.

Section 5. And be it further enacted, That when the people of any one of said rebel States shall have formed a constitution of government in conformity with the Constitution of the United States in all respects, framed by a convention of delegates elected by the male citizens of said State, twenty-one years old and upward, of whatever race, color, or previous condition, who have been resident in said State for one year previous to the day of such election, except such as may be disfranchised for participation in the rebellion or for felony at common law, and when such constitution shall provide that the elective franchise shall be enjoyed by all such persons as have the qualifications herein stated for electors of delegates, and when such constitution shall be ratified by a majority of the persons voting on the question of ratification who are qualified as electors for delegates, and when such constitution shall have been submitted to Congress for examination and approval, and Congress shall have approved the same, and when said State, by a vote of its legislature elected under said constitution, shall have adopted the amendment to the Constitution of the United States, proposed by the Thirty-ninth Congress, and known as article fourteen, and when such article shall have become a part of the Constitution of the United States, said State shall be declared entitled to representation in Congress, and senators and representatives shall be admitted therefrom on their taking the oath prescribed by law, and then and thereafter the preceding sections of this act shall be inoperative in said State: Provided, That no person excluded from the privilege of holding office by said proposed amendment to the Constitution of the United States, shall be eligible to election as a member of the convention to frame a constitution for any of said rebel States, nor shall any such person vote for members of such convention.

Section 6. And be it further enacted, That, until the people of said rebel States shall be by law admitted to representation in the Congress of the United States, any civil governments which may exist therein shall be deemed provisional only, and in all respects subject to the paramount authority of the United States at any time to abolish, modify, control, or supersede the same; and in all elections to any office under such provisional governments all persons shall be entitled to vote, and none others, who are entitled to vote under the provisions of the fifth section of this act; and no person shall be eligible to any office under any provisional governments who would be disqualified from holding office under the provisions of the third article of said constitutional amendment.

Source: “Thirty-Ninth Congress, Session II, Ch. 153,” U.S. Statutes at Large 14: 428.

An Act supplementary to an Act entitled “An Act to provide for the more efficient Government of the Rebel States,” passed March second, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and to facilitate Restoration.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That before the first day of September, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, the commanding general in each district defined by an act entitled “An act to provide for the more efficient government of the rebel States,” passed March second, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, shall cause a registration to be made of the male citizens of the United States, twenty-one years of age and upwards, resident in each county or parish in the State or States included in his district, which registration shall include only those persons who are qualified to vote for delegates by the act aforesaid, and who shall have taken and subscribed the following oath or affirmation:

“I, _____, do solemnly swear (or affirm), in the presence of Almighty God, that I am a citizen of the State of _____; that I have resided in said State for _____ months next preceding this day, and now reside in the county of _____ or the parish of _____, in said State (as the case may be); that I am twenty-one years old; that I have not been disfranchised for participation in any rebellion or civil war against the United States, nor for felony committed against the laws of any State or of the United States; that I have never been a member of any State legislature, nor held any executive or judicial office in any State and afterwards engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof; that I have never taken an oath as a member of Congress of the United States, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, and afterwards engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof; that I will faithfully support the Constitution and obey the laws of the United States, and will to the best of my ability, encourage others so to do, so help me God” which oath or affirmation may be administered by any registering officer.

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That after the completion of the registration hereby provided for in any State, at such time and places therein as the commanding general shall appoint and direct, of which at least thirty days’ public notice shall be given, an election shall be held of delegates to a convention for the purpose of establishing a constitution and civil government for such State loyal to the Union, said convention in each State, except Virginia, to consist of the same number of members as the most numerous branch of the State legislature of such State in the year eighteen hundred and sixty, to be apportioned among the several districts, counties, or parishes of such State by the commanding general, giving to each representation in the ratio of voters registered as aforesaid as nearly as may be. The convention in Virginia shall consist of the same number of members as represented the territory now constituting Virginia in the most numerous branch of the legislature of said State in the year eighteen hundred and sixty, to be apportioned as aforesaid.

Section 3. And be it further enacted, That at said election the registered voters of each State shall vote for or against a convention to form a constitution therefor under this act. Those voting in favor of such a convention shall have written or printed on the ballots by which they vote for delegates, as aforesaid, the words “For a convention,” and those voting against such a convention shall have written or printed on such ballots the words “Against a convention.” The persons appointed to superintend said election, and to make return of the votes given thereat, as herein provided, shall count and make return of the votes given for and against a convention; and the commanding general to whom the same shall have been returned shall ascertain and declare the total vote in each State for and against a convention. If a majority of the votes given on that question shall be for a convention, then such convention shall be held as hereinafter provided; but if a majority of said votes shall be against a convention, then no such convention shall be held under this act: Provided, That such convention shall not be held unless a majority of all such registered voters shall have voted on the question of holding such convention.

Section 4. And be it further enacted, That the commanding general of each district shall appoint as many boards of registration as may be necessary, consisting of three loyal officers or persons, to make and complete the registration, superintend the election, and make return to him of the votes, list of voters, and of the persons elected as delegates by a plurality of the votes cast at said election; and upon receiving said returns he shall open the same, ascertain the persons elected as delegates, according to the returns of the officers who conducted said election, make proclamation thereof; and if a majority of the votes given on that question shall be for a convention, the commanding general, within sixty days from the date of election, shall notify the delegates to assemble in convention, at a time and place to be mentioned in the notification, and said convention, when organized, shall proceed to frame a constitution and civil government according to the provisions of this act, and the act to which it is supplementary; and when the same shall have been so framed, said constitution shall be submitted by the convention for ratification to the persons registered under the provisions of this act at an election to be conducted by the officers or persons appointed or to be appointed by the commanding general, as hereinbefore provided, and to be held after the expiration of thirty days from the date of notice thereof, to be given by said convention; and the returns thereof shall be made to the commanding general of the district.

Section 5. And be it further enacted, That if, according to said returns, the constitution shall be ratified by a majority of the votes of the registered electors qualified as herein specified, cast at said election, at least one half of all the registered voters voting upon the question of such ratification, the president of the convention shall transmit a copy of the same, duly certified, to the President of the United States, who shall forthwith transmit the same to Congress, if then in session, and if not in session, then immediately upon its next assembling; and if it shall moreover appear to Congress that the election was one at which all the registered and qualified electors in the State had an opportunity to vote freely and without restraint, fear, or the influence of fraud, and if the Congress shall be satisfied that such constitution meets the approval of a majority of all the qualified electors in the State, and if the said constitution shall be declared by Congress to be in conformity with the provisions of the act to which this is supplementary, and the other provisions of said act shall have been complied with, and the said constitution shall be approved by Congress, the State shall be declared entitled to representation, and senators and representatives shall be admitted therefrom as therein provided.

Section 6. And be it further enacted, That all elections in the States mentioned in said “Act to provide for the more efficient government of the rebel States,” shall, during the operation of said act, be by ballot; and all officers making the said registration of voters and conducting said elections shall, before entering upon the discharge of their duties, take and subscribe the oath prescribed by the act approved July second, eighteen hundred and sixty-two entitled “An act to prescribe an oath of office”: Provided, That if any person shall knowingly and falsely take and subscribe any oath in this act prescribed, such person so offending and being thereof duly convicted shall be subject to the pains, penalties, and disabilities which by law are provided for the punishment of the crime of willful and corrupt perjury.

Section 7. And be it further enacted, That all expenses incurred by the several commanding generals or by virtue of any orders issued, or appointments made, by them, under or by virtue of this act, shall be paid out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Section 8. And be it further enacted, That the convention for each State shall prescribe the fees, salary, and compensation to be paid to all delegates and other officers and agents herein authorized or necessary to carry into effect the purposes of this act not herein otherwise provided for, and shall provide for the levy and collection of such taxes on the property in such State as may be necessary to pay the same.

Section 9. And be it further enacted, That the word “article,” in the sixth section of the act to which this is supplementary, shall be construed to mean “section.”

Source: “Fortieth Congress, Session I, Ch 6,” U.S. Statutes at Large 15: 2.

An Act supplementary to an Act entitled “An Act to provide for the more efficient Government of the Rebel States,” passed on the second day of March, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and the Act supplementary thereto, passed on the twenty-third day of March, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That it is hereby declared to have been the true intent and meaning of the act of the second day of March, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, entitled “An act to provide for the more efficient government of the rebel States,” and of the act supplementary thereto, passed on the twenty-third day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, that the governments then existing in the rebel States of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, Florida, Texas, and Arkansas were not legal State governments; and that thereafter said governments, if continued, were to be continued subject in all respects to the military commanders of the respective districts, and to the paramount authority of Congress.

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That the commander of any district named in said act shall have power, subject to the disapproval of the General of the army of the United States, and to have effect till disapproved, whenever in the opinion of such commander the proper administration of said act shall require it, to suspend or remove from office, or from the performance of official duties and the exercise of official powers, any officer or person holding or exercising, or professing to hold or exercise, any civil or military office or duty in such district under any power, election, appointment or authority derived from, or granted by, or claimed under, any so-called State or the government thereof, or any municipal or other division thereof, and upon such suspension or removal such commander, subject to the disapproval of the General as aforesaid, shall have power to provide from time to time for the performance of the said duties of such officer or person so suspended or removed, by the detail of some competent officer or soldier of the army, or by the appointment of some other person, to perform the same, and to fill vacancies occasioned by death, resignation, or otherwise.

Section 3. And be it further enacted, That the General of the army of the United States shall be invested with all the powers of suspension, removal, appointment, and detail granted in the preceding section to district commanders.

Section 4. And be it further enacted, That the acts of the officers of the army already done in removing in said districts persons exercising the functions of civil officers, and appointing others in their stead, are hereby confirmed: Provided, That any person heretofore or hereafter appointed by any district commander to exercise the functions of any civil office, may be removed either by the military officer in command of the district, or by the General of the army. And it shall be the duty of such commander to remove from office as aforesaid all persons who are disloyal to the government of the United States, or who use their official influence in any manner to hinder, delay, prevent, or obstruct the due and proper administration of this act and the acts to which it is supplementary.

Section 5. And be it further enacted, That the boards of registration provided for in the act entitled “An act supplementary to an act entitled ‘An act to provide for the more efficient government of the rebel States,’ passed March two, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and to facilitate restoration,” passed March twenty-three, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, shall have power, and it shall be their duty before allowing the registration of any person, to ascertain, upon such facts or information as they can obtain, whether such person is entitled to be registered under said act, and the oath required by said act shall not be conclusive on such question, and no person shall be registered unless such board shall decide that he is entitled thereto; and such board shall also have power to examine, under oath, (to be administered by any member of such board,) any one touching the qualification of any person claiming registration; but in every case of refusal by the board to register an applicant, and in every case of striking his name from the list as hereinafter provided, the board shall make a note or memorandum, which shall be returned with the registration list to the commanding general of the district, setting forth the grounds of such refusal or such striking from the list: Provided, That no person shall be disqualified as member of any board of registration by reason of race or color.

Section 6. And be it further enacted, That the true intent and meaning of the oath prescribed in said supplementary act is, (among other things,) that no person who has been a member of the legislature of any State, or who has held any executive or judicial office in any State, whether he has taken an oath to support the Constitution of the United States or not, and whether he was holding such office at the commencement of the rebellion, or had held it before, and who has afterwards engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof, is entitled to be registered or to vote; and the words “executive or judicial office in any State” in said oath mentioned shall be construed to include all civil offices created by law for the administration of any general law of a State, or for the administration of justice.

Section 7. And be it further enacted, That the time for completing the original registration provided for in said act may, in the discretion of the commander of any district be extended to the first day of October, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven; and the boards of registration shall have power, and it shall be their duty, commencing fourteen days prior to any election under said act, and upon reasonable public notice of the time and place thereof, to revise, for a period of five days, the registration lists, and upon being satisfied that any person not entitled thereto has been registered, to strike the name of such person from the list, and such person shall not be allowed to vote. And such board shall also, during the same period, add to such registry the names of all persons who at that time possess the qualifications required by said act who have not been already registered; and no person shall, at any time, be entitled to be registered or to vote by reason of any executive pardon or amnesty for any act or thing which, without such pardon or amnesty, would disqualify him from registration or voting.

Section 8. And be it further enacted, That section four of said last-named act shall be construed to authorize the commanding general named therein, whenever he shall deem it needful, to remove any member of a board of registration and to appoint another in his stead, and to fill any vacancy in such board.

Section 9. And be it further enacted, That all members of said boards of registration and all persons hereafter elected or appointed to office in said military districts, under any so-called State or municipal authority, or by detail or appointment of the district commanders, shall be required to take and to subscribe the oath of office prescribed by law for officers of the United States.

Section 10. And be it further enacted, That no district commander or member of the board of registration, or any of the officers or appointees acting under them shall be bound in his action by any opinion of any civil officer of the United States.

Section 11. And be it further enacted, That all the provisions of this act and of the acts to which this is supplementary shall be construed liberally, to the end that all intents thereof may be fully and perfectly carried out.

Source: “Fortieth Congress, Session I, Ch 30,” U.S. Statutes at Large 15: 14.

171. Articles of Impeachment (March 4, 1868)

Introduction

Andrew Johnson, the former military governor of Tennessee, served as Abraham Lincoln’s vice president after Lincoln’s reelection in 1864. Upon Lincoln’s assassination in April 1865, Johnson became the 17th president of the United States and vowed to follow Lincoln’s Reconstruction plans. However, the Radical Republicans thought the plans too gentle and favored a policy of harsher retribution. The Radical Republicans thwarted Johnson at every step. In February 1868 Johnson dismissed Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, a Radical Republican who had been consistently undermining the president. Radical Republican congressmen responded by beginning impeachment proceedings, the first time this had occurred in American history. The House impeached Johnson on February 24, 1868, by a vote of 126 to 47 for “high crimes and misdemeanors” and issued these 11 articles of impeachment on March 4. The Senate tried him from March 30 to May 4, 1868. On May 16, 1868, Senate Republicans failed by only 1 vote to garner the two-thirds majority needed for a conviction, and thus Johnson was acquitted. Justice was served due to the courage of 7 Republican senators who joined the Democrats in exonerating the president of trumped-up charges. Subsequently, Johnson completed his term but did not receive renomination.

Primary Source

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SENATE SITTING FOR THE TRIAL OF ANDREW JOHNSON PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

On Articles of Impeachment exhibited by the House of Representatives

On Monday, February the 24th, 1868, the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States resolved to impeach Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, of high crimes and misdemeanors, of which the Senate was apprised and arrangements were made for the trial. On Monday the 2d of March, articles of impeachment were agreed upon by the House of Representatives, and on the 4th they were presented to the Senate by the managers on the part of the House, who were accompanied by the House, the grand inquest of the nation, as a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. Mr. BINGHAM, chairman of the managers, read the articles as follows:

Articles exhibited by the House of Representatives of the United States, in the name of themselves and all the people of the United States, against Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, in maintenance and support of their impeachment against him for high crimes and misdemeanors.

ARTICLE I.

That said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, on the 21st day of February, in the year of our Lord, 1868, at Washington, in the District of Columbia, unmindful of the high duties of his office, of his oath of office, and of the requirement of the Constitution that he should take care that the laws be faithfully executed, did unlawfully and in violation of the Constitution and laws of the United States issue and order in writing for the removal of Edwin M. Stanton from the office of Secretary for the Department of War, said Edwin M. Stanton having been theretofore duly appointed and commissioned, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the United States, as such Secretary, and said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, on the 12th day of August, in the year of our Lord 1867, and during the recess of said Senate, having suspended by his order Edwin M. Stanton from said office, and within twenty days after the first day of the next meeting of said Senate, that is to say, on the 12th day of December, in the year last aforesaid, having reported to said Senate such suspension, with the evidence and reasons for his action in the case and the name of the person designated to perform the duties of such office temporarily until the next meeting of the Senate, and said Senate thereafterward, on the 13th day of January, in the year of our Lord 1868, having duly considered the evidence and reasons reported by said Andrew Johnson for said suspension, and having refused to concur in said suspension, whereby and by force of the provisions of an act entitled “An act regulating the tenure of certain civil offices,” passed March 2, 1867, said Edwin M. Stanton did forthwith resume the functions of his office, whereof the said Andrew Johnson had then and there due notice, and said Edwin Stanton, by reason of the premises, on said 21st day of February, being lawfully entitled to hold said office of Secretary for the Department of War, which said order for the removal of said Edwin M. Stanton is, in substance, as follows, that is to say:

EXECUTIVE MANSION,

WASHINGTON, D.C., February 21, 1868

SIR: By virtue of the power and authority vested in me, as President by the Constitution and laws of the United States, you are hereby removed from the office of Secretary for the Department of War, and your functions as such will terminate upon receipt of their communication. You will transfer to Brevet Major-General L. Thomas, Adjutant-General of the Army, who has this day been authorized and empowered to act as Secretary of War ad interim, all books, paper and other public property now in your custody and charge.

Respectfully yours, ANDREW JOHNSON.

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War

Which order was unlawfully issued, and with intent then and there to violate the act entitled “An act regulating the tenure of certain civil office,” passed March 2, 1867; and, with the further intent contrary to the provisions of said act, and in violation thereof, and contrary to the provisions of the Constitution of the United States, and without the advice and consent of the Senate of the United States, the said Senate then and there being in session, to remove said Edwin M. Stanton from the office of Secretary for the Department of War, the said Edwin M. Stanton being then and there Secretary of War, and being then and there in the due and lawful execution of the duties of said office, whereby said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, did then and there commit, and was guilty of a high misdemeanor in office.

ARTICLE II.

That on the 21st day of February, in the year of our Lord 1868, at Washington, in the District of Columbia, said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, unmindful of the high duties of his office, of his oath of office, and in violation of the Constitution of the United States, and contrary to the provisions of an act entitled “An act regulating the tenure of certain civil offices,” passed March 2, 1867, without the advice and consent of the Senate of the United States, said Senate then and there being in session, and without authority of law, did, with intent to violate the Constitution of the United States and the act aforesaid, issue and deliver to one Lorenzo Thomas a letter of authority, in substance as follows, that is to say:

EXECUTIVE MANSION,

WASHINGTON, D.C., February 21, 1868

SIR: The Hon. Edwin M. Stanton having been this day removed from office as Secretary for the Department of War, you are hereby authorized and empowered to act as Secretary of War ad interim, and will immediately enter upon the discharge of the duties pertaining to that office. Mr. Stanton has been instructed to transfer to you all the records, books, papers and other public property now in his custody and charge.

Respectfully yours, ANDREW JOHNSON

To Brevet Major-General Lorenzo Thomas, Adjutant General United States Army, Washington, D.C.

Then and there being no vacancy in said office of Secretary for the Department of War: whereby said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, did then and there commit, and was guilty of a high misdemeanor in office.

ARTICLE III.

That said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, on the 21st day of February, in the year of our Lord 1868, at Washington in the District of Columbia, did commit, and was guilty of a high misdemeanor in office, in this, that, without authority of law, while the Senate of the United States was then and there in session, he did appoint one Lorenzo Thomas to be Secretary for the Department of War, ad interim, without the advice and consent of the Senate, and with intent to violate the Constitution of the United States, no vacancy having happened in said office of Secretary for the Department of War during the recess of the Senate, and no vacancy existing in said office at the time, and which said appointment so made by Andrew Johnson, of said Lorenzo Thomas is in substance as follows, that is to say:

EXECUTIVE MANSION,

WASHINGTON, D.C., February 21, 1868

SIR: The Hon. Edwin M. Stanton having been this day removed from office as Secretary for the Department of War, you are hereby authorized and empowered to act as Secretary of War ad interim, and will immediately enter upon the discharge of the duties pertaining to that office. Mr. Stanton has been instructed to transfer to you all the records, books, papers and other public property now in his custody and charge.

Respectfully yours, ANDREW JOHNSON

To Brevet Major-General Lorenzo Thomas, Adjutant General United States Army, Washington, D.C.

ARTICLE IV.

That said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, unmindful of the high duties of his office, and of his oath of office, in violation of the Constitution and laws of the United States, on the 21st day of February, in the year of our Lord 1868, at Washington, in the District of Columbia, did unlawfully conspire with one Lorenzo Thomas, and with other persons to the House of Representatives unknown, with intent by intimidation and threats unlawfully to hinder and prevent Edwin M. Stanton, then and there, the Secretary for the Department of War, duly appointed under the laws of the United States, from holding said office of Secretary for the Department of War, contrary to and in violation of the Constitution of the United States, and of the provisions of an act entitled “An act to define and punish certain conspiracies,” approved July 31, 1861, whereby said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, did then and there commit and was guilty of high crime in office.

ARTICLE V.

That said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, unmindful of the high duties of his office and of his oath of office, on the 21st of February, in the year of our Lord 1868, and on divers other days and times in said year before the 2d day of March, A.D. 1868, at Washington, in the District of Columbia, did unlawfully conspire with one Lorenzo Thomas, and with other persons in the House of Representatives unknown, to prevent and hinder the execution of an act entitled “An act regulating the tenure of certain civil office,” passed March 2, 1867, and in pursuance of said conspiracy, did attempt to prevent Edwin M. Stanton, then and there being Secretary for the Department of War, duly appointed and commissioned under the laws of the United States, from holding said office, whereby the said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, did then and there commit and was guilty of high misdemeanor in office.

ARTICLE VI.

That said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, unmindful of the high duties of his office and of his oath of office, on the 21st day of February, in the year of our Lord 1868, at Washington, in the District of Columbia, did unlawfully conspire with one Lorenzo Thomas, by force to seize, take, and possess the property of the United States in the Department of War, and then and there in the custody and charge of Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary for said Department, contrary to the provisions of an act entitled “An act to define and punish certain conspiracies,” approved July 31, 1861, and with intent to violate and disregard an act entitled “An act regulating the tenure of certain civil offices,” passed March 2, 1867, whereby said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, did then and there commit a high crime in office.

ARTICLE VII.

That said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, unmindful of the high duties of his office, and of his oath of office, on the 21st day of February, in the year of our Lord 1868, at Washington, in the District of Columbia, did unlawfully conspire with one Lorenzo Thomas with intent unlawfully to seize, take, and possess the property of the United States in the Department of War, in the custody and charge of Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of said Department, with intent to violate and disregard the act entitled “An act regulating the tenure of certain civil offices,” passed March 2, 1867, whereby said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, did then and there commit a high misdemeanor in office.

ARTICLE VIII.

That said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, unmindful of the high duties of his office and of his oath of office, with intent unlawfully to control the disbursements of the moneys appropriated for the military service and for the Department of War, on the 21st day of February, in the year of our Lord 1868, at Washington, in the District of Columbia, did unlawfully and contrary to the provisions of an act entitled “An act regulating the tenure of certain civil offices,” passed March 2, 1867, and in violation of the Constitution of the United States, and without the advice and consent of the Senate of the United States, and while the Senate was then and there in session, there being no vacancy in the office of Secretary for the Department of War, with intent to violate and disregard the act aforesaid, then and there issue and deliver to one Lorenzo Thomas a letter of authority in writing, in substance as follows, that is to say:

EXECUTIVE MANSION,

WASHINGTON, D.C., February 21, 1868

SIR: The Hon. Edwin M. Stanton having been this day removed from office as Secretary for the Department of War, you are hereby authorized and empowered to act as Secretary of War ad interim, and will immediately enter upon the discharge of the duties pertaining to that office. Mr. Stanton has been instructed to transfer to you all the records, books, papers and other public property now in his custody and charge.

Respectfully yours, ANDREW JOHNSON

To Brevet Major-General Lorenzo Thomas, Adjutant General United States Army, Washington, D.C.

Whereby said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, did then and there commit and was guilty of a high misdemeanor in office.

ARTICLE IX.

That said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, on the 22nd day of February, in the year of our Lord 1868, at Washington, in the District of Columbia, in disregard of the Constitution and the laws of the United States, duly enacted, as Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the United States, did bring before himself, then and there William H. Emory, a Major-General by brevet in the Army of the United States, actually in command of the department of Washington, and the military forces thereof, and did and there, as such Commander-in-Chief, declare to, and instruct said Emory, that part of a law of the United States, passed March 2, 1867, entitled “An act for making appropriations for the support of the army for the year ending June 30, 1868, and for other purposes,” especially the second section thereof, which provides, among other things, that “all orders and instructions relating to military operations issued by the President or Secretary of War, shall be issued through the General of the Army, and, in case of his inability, through the next in rank,” was unconstitutional, and in contravention of the commission of said Emory, and which said provision of law had been theretofore duly and legally promulgated by general order for the government and direction of the Army of the United States, as the said Andrew Johnson then and there well knew, with intent thereby to induce said Emory, in his official capacity as Commander of the department of Washington, to violate the provisions of said act, and to take and receive, act upon and obey such orders as he, the said Andrew Johnson, might make and give, and which should not be issued through the General of the Army of the United States, according to the provisions of said act, and with the further intent thereby to enable him, the said Andrew Johnson, to prevent the execution of an act entitled “An act regulating the tenure of certain civil offices,” passed March 2, 1867, and to unlawfully prevent Edwin M. Stanton, then being Secretary for the Department of War, from holding said office and discharging the duties thereof, whereby said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, did then and there commit, and was guilty of a high misdemeanor in office.

ARTICLE X.

That said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, unmindful of the high duties of his office and the dignity and proprieties thereof, and of the harmony and courtesies which ought to exist and be maintained between the executive and legislative branches of the Government of the United States, designing and intending to set aside the rightful authorities and powers of Congress, did attempt to bring into disgrace, ridicule, hatred, contempt and reproach the Congress of the United States, and the several branches thereof, to impair and destroy the regard and respect of all the good people of the United States for the Congress and legislative power thereof, (which all officers of the government ought inviolably to preserve and maintain,) and to excite the odium and resentment of all good people of the United States against Congress and the laws by it duly and constitutionally enacted; and in pursuance of his said design and intent, openly and publicly and before divers assemblages of citizens of the United States, convened in divers parts thereof, to meet and receive said Andrew Johnson as the Chief Magistrate of the United States, did, on the 18th day of August, in the year of our Lord 1866, and on divers other days and times, as well before as afterward, make and declare, with a loud voice certain intemperate, inflammatory, and scandalous harangues, and therein utter loud threats and bitter menaces, as well against Congress as the laws of the United States duly enacted thereby, amid the cries, jeers and laughter of the multitudes then assembled in hearing, which are set forth in the several specifications hereinafter written, in substance and effect, that is to say:

Specification First. In this, that at Washington, in the District of Columbia, in the Executive Mansion, to a committee of citizens who called upon the President of the United States, speaking of and concerning the Congress of the United States, heretofore, to wit: On the 18th day of August, in the year of our Lord, 1866, said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, did, in a loud voice, declare in substance and effect, among other things, that is to say:

“So far as the Executive Department of the government is concerned, the effort has been made to restore the Union, to heal the breach, to pour oil into the wounds which were consequent upon the struggle, and, to speak in a common phrase, to prepare, as the learned and wise physician would, a plaster healing in character and co-extensive with the wound. We thought and we think that we had partially succeeded, but as the work progresses, as reconstruction seemed to be taking place, and the country was becoming reunited, we found a disturbing and moving element opposing it. In alluding to that element it shall go no further than your Convention, and the distinguished gentleman who has delivered the report of the proceedings, I shall make no reference that I do not believe, and the time and the occasion justify.

“We have witnessed in one department of the government every endeavor to prevent the restoration of peace, harmony and union. We have seen hanging upon the verge of the government, as it were, a body called or which assumes to be the Congress of the United States, while in fact it is a Congress of only part of the States. We have seen this Congress pretend to be for the Union, when its every step and act tended to perpetuate disunion and make a disruption of States inevitable.

“We have seen Congress gradually encroach, step by step, upon constitutional rights, and violate day after day, and month after month, fundamental principles of the government. We have seen a Congress that seemed to forget that there was a limit to the sphere and scope of legislation. We have seen a Congress in a minority assume to exercise power which, if allowed to be consummated, would result in despotism or monarchy itself.”

Specification Second. In this, that at Cleveland, in the State of Ohio, heretofore to wit: On the third day of September, in the year of our Lord, 1866, before a public assemblage of citizens and others, said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, speaking of and concerning the Congress of the United States, did, in a loud voice, declare in substance and effect, among other things, that is to say: “I will tell you what I did do. I called upon your Congress that is trying to break up the Government…. In conclusion, beside that Congress had taken much pains to poison the constituents against him, what has Congress done? Have they done anything to restore the union of the States? No: On the contrary, they had done everything to prevent it: and because he stood now where he did when the rebellion commenced, he had been denounced as a traitor. Who had run greater risks or made greater sacrifices than himself? But Congress, factions and domineering, had undertaken to poison the minds of the American people.”

Specification Third. In this case, that at St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, heretofore to wit: On the 8th day of September, in the year of our Lord 1866, before a public assemblage of citizens and others, said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, speaking of acts concerning the Congress of the United States, did, in a loud voice, declare in substance and effect, among other things, that is to say: “Go on, perhaps if you had a word or two on the subject of New Orleans you might understand more about it than you do, and if you will go back and ascertain the cause of the riot at New Orleans, perhaps you will not be so prompt in calling out ‘New Orleans.’ If you will take up the riot of New Orleans and trace it back to its source and its immediate cause, you will find out who was responsible for the blood that was shed there. If you will take up the riot at New Orleans and trace it back to the Radical Congress, you will find that the riot at New Orleans was substantially planned. If you will take up the proceedings in their caucuses you will understand that they knew that a convention was to be called which was extinct by its powers having expired; that it was said that the intention was that a new government was to be organized, and on the organization of that government the intention was to enfranchise one portion of the population, called the colored population, and who had been emancipated, and at the same time disfranchise white men. When you design to talk about New Orleans you ought to understand what you are talking about. When you read the speeches that were made, and take up the facts on the Friday and Saturday before that convention sat, you will find that speeches were made incendiary in their character, exciting that portion of the population (the black population) to arm themselves and prepare for the shedding of blood. You will also find that convention did assemble in violation of law, and the intention of that convention was to supersede the organized authorities in the State of Louisiana, which had been organized by the government of the United States, and every man engaged in that rebellion, in the convention, with the intention of superseding and upturning the civil government which had been recognized by the Government of the United States, I say that he was a traitor to the Constitution of the United States, and hence you find that another rebellion was commenced, having its origin in the Radical Congress…. So much for the New Orleans riot. And there was the cause and the origin of the blood that was shed, and every drop of blood that was shed is upon their skirts and they are responsible. I could test this thing a little closer, but will not do it here to-night. But when you talk about the causes and consequences that resulted from proceedings of that kind, perhaps, as I have been introduced here and you have provoked questions of this kind, though it does not provoke me, I will tell you a few wholesome things that have been done by this Radical Congress in connection with New Orleans and the extension of the elective franchise. I know that I have been traduced and abused. I know it has come in advance of me here, as elsewhere, that I have attempted to exercise an arbitrary power in resisting laws that were intended to be forced upon the government; that I had exercised that power; that I had abandoned the party that elected me, and that I was a traitor, because I exercised the veto power in attempting, and did arrest for a time, that which was called a “Freedmen’s Bureau” bill. Yes, that I was a traitor. And I have been traduced; I have been slandered; I have been maligned; I have been called Judas Iscariot, and all that. Now, my countrymen, here to-night, it is very easy to indulge in epithets; it is easy to call a man a Judas, and cry out traitor, but when he is called upon to give arguments and facts he is very often found wanting. Judas Iscariot? Judas! There was a Judas, and he was one of the twelve Apostles. O, yes, the twelve Apostles had a Christ, and he never could have had a Judas unless he had twelve Apostles. If I have played the Judas who has been my Christ that I have played the Judas with? Was it Thad. Stevens? Was it Wendell Phillips? Was it Charles Sumner? They are the men that stop and compare themselves with the Savior, and everybody that differs with them in opinion, and tries to stay and arrest their diabolical and nefarious policy is to be denounced as a Judas…. Well, let me say to you, if you will stand by me in this action, if you will stand by me in trying to give the people a fair chance (soldiers and citizens) to participate in these offices, God be willing, I will kick them out. I will kick them out just as fast as I can. Let me say to you, in concluding, that what I have said is what I intended to say; I was not provoked into this, and care not for their menaces, the taunts and the jeers. I care not for threats, I do not intend to be bullied by enemies, nor awed by my friends. But, God willing, with your help, I will veto their measures whenever any of them come to me.” Which said utterances, declarations, threats and harangues, highly censurable in any, are peculiarly indecent and unbecoming in the Chief Magistrate of the United States, by means whereof the said Andrew Johnson has brought the high office of the President of the United States into contempt, ridicule and disgrace, to the great scandal of all good citizens, whereby said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, did commit, and was then and there guilty of a high misdemeanor in office.

ARTICLE XI.

That the said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, unmindful of the high duties of his office and of his oath of office, and in disregard of the Constitution and laws of the United States, did, heretofore, to wit: On the 18th day of August, 1866, at the city of Washington, and in the District of Columbia, by public speech, declare and affirm in substance, that the Thirty-Ninth Congress of the United States was not a Congress of the United States authorized by the Constitution to exercise legislative power under the same; but, on the contrary, was a Congress of only part of the States, thereby denying and intending to deny, that the legislation of said Congress was valid or obligatory upon him, the said Andrew Johnson, except in so far as he saw fit to approve the same, and also thereby denying the power of the said Thirty-Ninth Congress to propose amendments to the Constitution of the United States. And in pursuance of said declaration, the said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, afterwards, to wit: On the 21st day of February, 1868, at the city of Washington, D.C., did, unlawfully and in disregard of the requirements of the Constitution that he should take care that the laws be faithfully executed, attempt to prevent the execution of an act entitled “An act regulating the tenure of certain civil offices,” passed March 2, 1867, by unlawfully devising and contriving and attempting to devise and contrive means by which he should prevent Edwin M. Stanton from forthwith resuming the functions of the office of Secretary for the Department of War, notwithstanding the refusal of the Senate to concur in the suspension therefore made by the said Andrew Johnson of said Edwin M. Stanton from said office of Secretary for the Department of War; and also by further unlawfully devising and contriving, and attempting to devise and contrive, means then and there to prevent the execution of an act entitled “An act making appropriations for the support of the army for the fiscal year ending June 30,1868, and for other purposes,” approved March 2, 1867. And also to prevent the execution of an act entitled “An act to provide for the more efficient government of the rebel States,” passed March 2, 1867. Whereby the said Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, did then, to wit: on the 21st day of February, 1868, at the city of Washington, commit and was guilty of a high misdemeanor in office.

Source: “The Impeachment Trial of President Andrew Johnson,” Supplement to the Congressional Globe, 40th Congress, 2nd Session, pp. 3–4.

172. Ambrose Bierce: “A Horseman in the Sky” (Published 1892)

Introduction

The Ohio-born writer Ambrose G. Bierce (1842–1913) was born into a family that would eventually include 13 children. He began working at the age of 15, joined the Union Army at the beginning of the Civil War and served for the duration. In addition to his lifelong career in journalism, Bierce wrote poems and short stories, including ghost stories and war stories. His war stories are praised for their realistic portrayal of the horrors he witnessed as a soldier. The most famous of these is the grim and eerie “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge,” which eventually became an episode of the television show The Twilight Zone. Bierce’s life ended in an unsolved mystery when he disappeared without a trace while traveling with Pancho Villa’s troops during the revolution in Mexico. The following short story, “A Horseman in the Sky,” is set in western Virginia (now West Virginia), where Bierce first saw combat and was commended for his bravery.

Primary Source

One sunny afternoon in the autumn of the year 1861, a soldier lay in a clump of laurel by the side of a road in Western Virginia. He lay at full length, upon his stomach, his feet resting upon the toes, his head upon the left forearm. His extended right hand loosely grasped his rifle. But for the somewhat methodical disposition of his limbs and a slight rhythmic movement of the cartridge-box at the back of his belt, he might have been thought to be dead. He was asleep at his post of duty. But if detected he would be dead shortly afterward, that being the just and legal penalty of his crime.

The clump of laurel in which the criminal lay was in the angle of a road which, after ascending, southward, a steep acclivity to that point, turned sharply to the west, running along the summit for perhaps one hundred yards. There it turned southward again and went zigzagging downward through the forest. At the salient of that second angle was a large flat rock, jutting out northward, overlooking the deep valley from which the road ascended. The rock capped a high cliff; a stone dropped from its outer edge would have fallen sheer downward one thousand feet to the tops of the pines. The angle where the soldier lay was on another spur of the same cliff. Had he been awake, he would have commanded a view, not only of the short arm of the road and the jutting rock, but of the entire profile of the cliff below it. It might well have made him giddy to look.

The country was wooded everywhere except at the bottom of the valley to the northward, where there was a small natural meadow, through which flowed a stream scarcely visible from the valley’s rim. This open ground looked hardly larger than an ordinary dooryard, but was really several acres in extent. Its green was more vivid than that of the inclosing forest. Away beyond it rose a line of giant cliffs similar to those upon which we are supposed to stand in our survey of the savage scene, and through which the road had somehow made its climb to the summit. The configuration of the valley, indeed, was such that from this point of observation it seemed entirely shut in, and one could not but have wondered how the road which found a way out of it had found a way into it, and whence came and whither went the waters of the stream that parted the meadow two thousand feet below.

No country is so wild and difficult but men will make it a theater of war; concealed in the forest at the bottom of that military rat-trap, in which half a hundred men in possession of the exits might have starved an army to submission, lay five regiments of Federal infantry. They had marched all the previous day and night, and were resting. At nightfall they would take to the road again, climb to the place where their unfaithful sentinel now slept, and, descending the other slope of the ridge, fall upon a camp of the enemy at about midnight. Their hope was to surprise it, for the road led to the rear of it. In case of failure, their position would be perilous in the extreme; and fail they surely would, should accident or vigilance apprise the enemy of the movement.

The sleeping sentinel in the clump of laurel was a young Virginian named Carter Druse. He was the son of wealthy parents, an only child, and had known such ease and cultivation and high living as wealth and taste were able to command in the mountain country of Western Virginia. His home was but a few miles from where he now lay. One morning he had risen from the breakfast table and said, quietly but gravely: “Father, a Union regiment has arrived at Grafton. I am going to join it.”

The father lifted his leonine head, looked at the son a moment in silence, and replied: “Well, go, sir, and, whatever may occur, do what you conceive to be your duty. Virginia, to which you are a traitor, must get on without you. Should we both live to the end of the war, we will speak further of the matter. Your mother, as the physician has informed you, is in a most critical condition; at the best, she cannot be with us longer than a few weeks, but that time is precious. It would be better not to disturb her.”

So Carter Druse, bowing reverently to his father, who returned the salute with a stately courtesy which masked a breaking heart, left the home of his childhood to go soldiering. By conscience and courage, by deeds of devotion and daring, he soon commended himself to his fellows and his officers; and it was to these qualities and to some knowledge of the country that he owed his selection for his present perilous duty at the extreme outpost. Nevertheless, fatigue had been stronger than resolution, and he had fallen asleep. What good or bad angel came in a dream to rouse him from his state of crime, who shall say? Without a movement, without a sound, in the profound silence and the languor of the late afternoon, some invisible messenger of fate touched with unsealing finger the eyes of his consciousness—whispered into the ear of his spirit the mysterious awakening word which no human lips ever have spoken, no human memory ever has recalled. He quietly raised his forehead from his arm and looked between the masking stems of the laurels, instinctively closing his right hand about the stock of his rifle.

His first feeling was a keen artistic delight. On a colossal pedestal, the cliff,—motionless at the extreme edge of the capping rock and sharply outlined against the sky,—was an equestrian statue of impressive dignity. The figure of the man sat the figure of the horse, straight and soldierly, but with the repose of a Grecian god carted in the marble which limits the suggestion of activity. The gray costume harmonized with its aerial background; the metal of accoutrement and caparison was softened and subdued by the shadow; the animal’s skin had no points of high light. A carbine, strikingly foreshortened, lay across the pommel of the saddle, kept in place by the right hand grasping it at the “grip”; the left hand, holding the bridle rein, was invisible. In silhouette against the sky, the profile of the horse was cut with the sharpness of a cameo; it looked across the heights of air to the confronting cliffs beyond. The face of the rider, turned slightly away, showed only an outline of temple and beard; he was looking downward to the bottom of the valley. Magnified by its lift against the sky and by the soldier’s testifying sense of the formidableness of a near enemy, the group appeared of heroic, almost colossal, size.

For an instant Druse had a strange, half-defined feeling that he had slept to the end of the war and was looking upon a noble work of art reared upon that commanding eminence to commemorate the deeds of an heroic past of which he had been an inglorious part. The feeling was dispelled by a slight movement of the group: the horse, without moving its feet, had drawn its body slightly backward from the verge; the man remained immobile as before. Broad awake and keenly alive to the significance of the situation, Druse now brought the butt of his rifle against his cheek by cautiously pushing the barrel forward through the bushes, cocked the piece, and, glancing through the sights, covered a vital spot of the horseman’s breast. A touch upon the trigger and all would have been well with Carter Druse. At that instant the horseman turned his head and looked in the direction of his concealed foeman—seemed to look into his very face, into his eyes, into his brave, compassionate heart.

Is it, then, so terrible to kill an enemy in war—an enemy who has surprised a secret vital to the safety of one’s self and comrades—an enemy more formidable for his knowledge than all his army for its numbers? Carter Druse grew pale; he shook in every limb, turned faint, and saw the statuesque group before him as black figures, rising, falling, moving unsteadily in arcs of circles in a fiery sky. His hand fell away from his weapon, his head slowly dropped until his face rested on the leaves in which he lay. This courageous gentleman and hardy soldier was near swooning from intensity of emotion.

It was not for long; in another moment his face was raised from earth, his hands resumed their places on the rifle, his forefinger sought the trigger; mind, heart and eyes were clear, conscience and reason sound. He could not hope to capture that enemy; to alarm him would but send him dashing to his camp with his fatal news. The duty of the soldier was plain: the man must be shot dead from ambush—without warning, without a moment’s spiritual preparation, with never so much as an unspoken prayer, he must be sent to his account. But no—there is a hope; he may have discovered nothing; perhaps he is but admiring the sublimity of the landscape. If permitted, he may turn and ride carelessly away in the direction whence he came. Surely it will be possible to judge at the instant of his withdrawing whether he knows. It may well be that his fixity of attention—Druse turned his head and looked through the deeps of air downward as from the surface of the bottom of a translucent sea. He saw creeping across the green meadow a sinuous line of figures of men and horses—some foolish commander was permitting the soldiers of his escort to water their beasts in the open, in plain view from a hundred summits!

Druse withdrew his eyes from the valley and fixed them again upon the group of man and horse in the sky, and again it was through the sights of his rifle. But this time his aim was at the horse. In his memory, as if they were a divine mandate, rang the words of his father at their parting: “Whatever may occur, do what you conceive to be your duty.” He was calm now. His teeth were firmly but not rigidly closed; his nerves were as tranquil as a sleeping babe’s—not a tremor affected any muscle of his body; his breathing, until suspended in the act of taking aim, was regular and slow. Duty had conquered; the spirit had said to the body: “Peace, be still.” He fired.

An officer of the Federal force, who, in a spirit of adventure or in quest of knowledge, had left the hidden bivouac in the valley, and, with aimless feet, had made his way to the lower edge of a small open space near the foot of the cliff, was considering what he had to gain by pushing his exploration further. At a distance of a quarter-mile before him, but apparently at a stone’s throw, rose from its fringe of pines the gigantic face of rock, towering to so great a height above him that it made him giddy to look up to where its edge cut a sharp, rugged line against the sky. At some distance away to his right it presented a clean, vertical profile against a background of blue sky to a point half the way down, and of distant hills hardly less blue, thence to the tops of the trees at its base. Lifting his eyes to the dizzy altitude of its summit, the officer saw an astonishing sight—a man on horseback riding down into the valley through the air!

Straight upright sat the rider, in military fashion, with a firm seat in the saddle, a strong clutch upon the rein to hold his charger from too impetuous a plunge. From his bare head his long hair streamed upward, waving like a plume. His hands were concealed in the cloud of the horse’s lifted mane. The animal’s body was as level as if every hoof-stroke encountered the resistant earth. Its motions were those of a wild gallop, but even as the officer looked they ceased, with all the legs thrown sharply forward as in the act of alighting from a leap. But this was a flight!

Filled with amazement and terror by this apparition of a horseman in the sky—half believing himself the chosen scribe of some new apocalypse, the officer was overcome by the intensity of his emotions; his legs failed him and he fell. Almost at the same instant he heard a crashing sound in the trees—a sound that died without an echo—and all was still.

The officer rose to his feet, trembling. The familiar sensation of an abraded shin recalled his dazed faculties. Pulling himself together, he ran obliquely away from the cliff to a point distant from its foot; thereabout he expected to find his man; and thereabout he naturally failed. In the fleeting instant of his vision his imagination had been so wrought upon by the apparent grace and ease and intention of the marvelous performance that it did not occur to him that the line of march of aerial cavalry is directly downward, and that he could find the objects of his search at the very foot of the cliff. A half-hour later he returned to camp.

This officer was a wise man; he knew better than to tell an incredible truth. He said nothing of what he had seen. But when the commander asked him if in his scout he had learned anything of advantage to the expedition, he answered:

“Yes, sir; there is no road leading down into this valley from the southward.”

The commander, knowing better, smiled.

After firing his shot, Private Carter Druse reloaded his rifle and resumed his watch. Ten minutes had hardly passed when a Federal sergeant crept cautiously to him on hands and knees. Druse neither turned his head nor looked at him, but lay without motion or sign of recognition.

“Did you fire?” the sergeant whispered.

“At what?”

“A horse. It was standing on yonder rock—pretty far out. You see it is no longer there. It went over the cliff.”

The man’s face was white, but he showed no other sign of emotion. Having answered, he turned away his eyes and said no more. The sergeant did not understand.

“See here, Druse,” he said, after a moment’s silence, “it’s no use making a mystery. I order you to report. Was there anybody on the horse?”

“Yes.”

“Well?”

“My father.”

The sergeant rose to his feet and walked away. “Good God!” he said.

Source: Ambrose Bierce, Tales of Soldiers and Civilians (New York: Lovell, Coryell, 1891), 9–20.
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Brownsville, Texas
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Charleston, South Carolina
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Florida
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Fort Delaware Prison, Delaware
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Fort Smith, Arkansas
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France
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Great Britain
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Hampton Roads, Virginia
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Hospitals, Military

Huntsville, Alabama
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Jacksonville, Florida

Johnson’s Island Prison, Ohio

Kansas
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Libby Prison, Virginia

Louisiana
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Nassau, Bahamas
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Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey

New Mexico Territory

New Orleans, Louisiana
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Norfolk Navy Yard

North Carolina
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Point Lookout Prison, Maryland

Prisons, Confederate

Prisons, U.S.

Rhode Island

Richmond, Virginia

Rock Island Prison, Mississippi River

Salisbury Prison, North Carolina

Savannah, Georgia

Selma, Alabama

Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry

Shenandoah Valley

South Carolina

Springfield Armory

Tennessee

Texas

Trans-Mississippi Theater

Tredegar Iron Works

Union Volunteer Refreshment Saloon

United States Military Academy, West Point

Utah Territory

Vache Island, Haiti

Vermont

Virginia

Virginia Military Institute

Washington, D.C.

Washington Territory

West Point Foundry, New York

West Virginia

Wilmington, North Carolina

Winston County, Alabama

Wisconsin
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Alabama, CSS

Albemarle, CSS

Alligator, U.S. Navy Submarine

Ambrotype

Arkansas, CSS

Arms Manufacturing

Armstrong Gun

Artillery, Land, CSA

Artillery, Land, U.S.

Artillery Projectiles, Land

Artillery Projectiles, Sea

Balloons

Baltimore & Ohio Railroad

Bayonet

Benton, USS

Blakely Gun

Bormann Fuse

Brooke Guns

Buck and Ball

Burnside Carbine

Cairo, USS

Cairo-Class River Ironclads, U.S. Navy

Carondelet, USS

Coal Torpedo

Corps Badges

Cotton

Cottonclads

Cotton Gin

Currency, Confederate

Cyclorama

Dahlgren Guns

David-Class Torpedo Boats

Fingal, CSS

Flags

Florida, CSS

Fortifications, Field

Galena, USS

Gatling Gun

Greenbacks

Hardtack

Hartford, USS

Henry Repeating Rifle

H. L. Hunley, CSS

Hospital Ships

Housatonic, USS

Insignia and Equipment, Union and Confederate

Ironclads, Confederate

Ironclads, Union

Joe Brown’s Pikes

Kearsarge, USS

Laird Rams

Manassas, CSS

Manassas Gap Railroad

Medal of Honor

Memphis & Charleston Railroad

Monitor, USS

Mortar Boats

Mortars

Napoleon 12-Pounder Gun

Naval Ordnance

New Ironsides, USS

Old Abe

Orange & Alexandria Railroad

Parrott Gun

Picket

Pontoon Bridge

Quaker Guns

Railroads, CSA

Railroads, U.S.

Ram Fleet, U.S.

Rations, CSA

Rations, Union

Remington Carbine

Revolvers

Richmond & Petersburg Railroad

Rifles

Rodman Guns

Saber

Sawyer Gun and Shell

Seacoast Guns

Sewing Machine

Sharps Rifle and Carbine

Shenandoah, CSS

Shrapnel

Smoothbores

Spar Torpedo

Spencer Repeating Rifle and Carbine

Springfield Model 1861 Rifle Musket

Star of the West, USS

Steamships

Stone Fleet

Stonewall, CSS

Submarines

Sumter, CSS

Tecumseh, USS

Telegraph

Tennessee, CSS

3-Inch Ordnance Rifle

Timberclads

Tinclads

Torpedoes

Uniforms, Confederate Army and Navy

Uniforms, U.S. Army and Navy
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Weldon & Petersburg Railroad
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reputation of

1st New Jersey Brigade

battles of

date organized

number of men killed

1st Regiment of Louisiana Native Guards

1st Rhode Island Infantry

1st South Carolina Colored Volunteers

1st Vermont Brigade

alternative names for

battles of

casualties

commanders of

composition of

date mustered out

Peninsular Campaign and

2nd Texas Mounted Rifles

3-inch ordnance rifle

alternative name for

ammunition

Confederate production of

current status of

as epitome of muzzle-loading artillery

John Griffin and

number manufactured

Phoenix Iron Works and

specifications for

3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment

4th U.S. Heavy Artillery Regiment (Colored)

5th New York Infantry Regiment. See Duryée’s Zouaves

6th Massachusetts Regiment

6th Pennsylvania Cavalry. See Rush’s Lancers

8th Texas Cavalry Regiment. See Terry’s Texas Rangers

11th New York Volunteers

12th New Jersey Infantry Regiment

campaigns and battles of

Civil War casualties of

composition of

date mustard into service

13th Pennsylvania Reserves. See Pennsylvania Bucktails

20th Maine Infantry Regiment

at the Battle of Gettysburg

Civil War casualties of

commanders of

date mustard into service

date mustered out

Virginia campaigns

26th North Carolina Regiment

37th Texas Cavalry. See Terrell’s Texas Cavalry

43rd Virginia Cavalry Battalion

54th Massachusetts Regiment of Infantry

African Americans and

assault on Fort Wagner

commander of

date of initial deployment

disbandment of

fame of

hardships

James Island action

John A. Andrew and

problems of

recruiting efforts

Robert Gould Shaw and

training of

55th Massachusetts

1860, chronology of

1861, chronology of

1862, chronology of

1863, chronology of

1864, chronology of

1865, chronology of

Abbot, Henry Larcom

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Abbott, Henry Livermore

date and place of birth

death of

education of

letter concerning First Battle of Fredericksburg (December 17, 1862)

letter concerning Union account of the Battle of Gettysburg

military career of

praise for

Abercrombie, John Joseph

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

photograph of

post Civil War

Ableman v. Booth

abolitionism and the Civil War

abolitionist pacifists

Abraham Lincoln and

American Anti-Slavery Society

American Colonization Society

black abolitionists

Bleeding Kansas

female leadership

formal ending of slavery

Frederick Douglass and

John Brown and

Liberty Party

New England Emigrant Aid Company

opposition to slavery during colonial times

Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation

prowar abolitionists

Second Great Awakening and

Sojourner Truth and

Theodore Weld and

William Lloyd Garrison and

Abraham Lincoln: A History (Hay and Nicolay)

acoustic shadow

Civil War examples of

explanation of

Adairsville, Battle of

Adams, Charles Francis, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

his family

letter to Seward (January 10, 1862)

military service of

post Civil War

Adams, Charles Francis, Sr.

Alabama claims

date and place of birth

death of

diplomacy of

education of

his family

portrait of

on slavery

as U. S. congressman

Adams, Daniel Weisiger

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Adams, Henry Brooks

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Education of Henry Adams

his family

historical studies of

History of the United States

as journalist

post Civil War

Adams, John

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Adams, William Wirt

1st Mississippi Cavalry Regiment

his brother

date and place of birth

education of

killing of

military service of

post Civil War

African Americans

1st Kansas Colored Volunteers

alternative names for

Black Codes

black laborers

black newspapers

black Northerners and the Civil War

churches of

civil rights of

definition of

division of

free blacks

indentured servants

military service of

overview of

population of (1860)

sharecropper system

slaves

South Carolina Volunteer Infantry Regiment

Thirteenth Amendment, passage of

African American sailors

in Confederate Navy

exemplary African American sailors

limitations on

percentage in U.S. Navy during Civil War

photograph of

African American soldiers, CSA

Alexander Stephens on

Charles Lutz

Christian Fleetwood

Clement H. Stevens on

Corps D’Afrique

Jean-Baptiste Pierre-August

Leufroy Pierre-Auguste

Native Guards units

in New Orleans

Patrick R. Cleburne on

African American soldiers, U. S.

chronology

citizenship and

discrimination

Emancipation Proclamation and

importance of

letter protesting unequal pay for (Gooding)

Lincoln’s views of

percentage of free African Americans serving as

photograph of

pride of

total African American enlistment

United States Colored Troops (USCT)

African American suffrage

black leaders on

in the District of Columbia

Fourteenth Amendment and

Radical Republicans and

Reconstruction Acts and

agriculture

Civil War impact on

cotton gin

cotton production

Dred Scott decision and

exportation of

exports

Financial Panic (1857)

Graduation Act (1854)

grain production

Northwest Ordinance (1787)

percentage of U. S. workforce engaged in various industries (1860–1880)

slave labor

small farm ownership

in the South

technological improvements

westward expansion

Alabama

chronology

contributions to the Civil War

date readmitted to the Union

economic pursuits

geographic location of

importance of

as manufacturing center for Confederacy

population of (1860)

pro-Union drive in

Salma Naval Ordnance Works

secession of

size of

slave labor

Alabama, CSS

casualties

characteristics of

chronology

cruise of

CSS Alabama Preservation Act

image of

versus the Kearsarge

Raphael Semmes and

reputation of

sinking of

total value of Union property destroyed by

Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, Confederate Department of

establishment of

purpose of

Richard Taylor

surrender of

Alabama claims

arbitration tribunal

explanation of

reason for

settlement of

Alabama vs. Hatteras

casualties

date of

description of battle

Homer C. Blake

Raphael Semmes

Alabama vs. Kearsarge. See Kearsarge vs. Alabama

Albemarle, CSS

chronology

effect of

illustration of

military engagements

sale of

sinking of

specifications

U.S. Navy and

Albemarle, CSS, destruction of

date of

description of

impact of

William B. Cushing and

Albemarle Sound

description of

geographic location

significance of

Albemarle Sound, Battle of

date of

description of

purpose of

results of

Alcott, Louisa May

date and place of birth

death of

Hospital Sketches

Little Women

nursing

portrait of

Alden, James, Jr.

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

post Civil War

Aldie, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

effect of

Alexander, Edward Porter

Battle of Gettysburg, Confederate account of the (1863) [excerpts]

date and place of birth

death of

education of

memoir excerpt about the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861)

memoir excerpt on Confederate recovery (Autumn 1862)

military career of

post Civil War

trench warfare, book on (1864) [excerpt]

Alexandria, Louisiana, destruction of

date of

David D. Porter and

description of

geographic location

Alexandria, Virginia

barricades on Duke Street

current status of

geographic location

population of (1860)

strategic importance of

Union occupation of

Alger, Russell Alexander

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

as secretary of war

Allatoona, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

illustration of

John B. Hood and

location of

outcome of

Allegheny Mountain, Battle of

casualties

consequences of

description of

location of

Allen, Henry Watkins

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

Allen, Robert

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

as quartermaster

Allen, William Wirt

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Allen’s Farm, Virginia, engagement at

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Alligator, U.S. Navy submarine

date launched

limitations of

loss of

propulsion of

purpose of

search for

specifications of

Sunken Military Craft Act

Alton Federal Military Prison

criticism of

date closed

escape from

location of

number of deaths at

overcrowding of

population of

ambrotype

vs. daguerreotypes

example of

explanation of

fragility of

Frederick Scott Archer and

ruby ambrotypes

Ambulance Corps

Ambulance Corps Act

fundamental structure of

importance of

Jonathan Letterman and

Special Order No. 147 and

success of

Amelia Court House and Jetersville, Virginia, engagement at

dates of

description of

importance of

results of

American Anti-Slavery Society

agents of

constitution of

date disbanded

date founded

meetings of

National Anti-Slavery Standard (newspaper)

number of members in

organizational schism

publications of

purpose of

William Lloyd Garrison and

American Colonization Society

congressional appropriation for

date dissolved

James Monroe and

Liberia and

origins of

purpose of

Robert Finley and

support for

The American Conflict (Greeley)

American flag dispatch

criticism of

explanation of

John A. Dix and

John G. Breshwood and

The American Rebellion (Victor)

“The American Scholar” (Emerson)

American Slavery as It Is (Weld)

American Tract Society

Civil War and

current status of

date founded

founding of

headquarters of

position on slavery

Ames, Adelbert

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

Ammen, Daniel

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

post Civil War

Ammen, Jacob

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

amnesty proclamations, CSA

for deserters

field amnesties

by individual commanders

Jefferson Davis and

reasons for

Robert E. Lee and

Special Order No. 107

successes

amnesty proclamations, U. S.

Abraham Lincoln and

Andrew Johnson and

general amnesties

by individual commanders

liberal amnesty

limited amnesty offers

reasons for

successes

Anaconda plan

depiction of

description of

purpose of

Anderson, George Burgwyn

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

wounding of

Anderson, George Thomas

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Anderson, James Patton

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

Anderson, Joseph Reid

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his family

military service of

post Civil War

Tredegar Iron Works and

Anderson, Richard Heron

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Anderson, Robert

Abraham Lincoln and

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

honors to

military career of

portrait of

Anderson, Robert Houstoun

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Anderson, William

burial of

chronology

date and place of birth

guerrilla company of

killing of

Lawrence, Kansas attack

sobriquet of

Andersonville Prison, Georgia

closing of

conditions at

current status of

diseases in

founding of

geographic location

Heinrich (Henry) Wirz and

number of prisoners

photograph of rationing at

“raiders” and

“regulators” and

report on (Eldridge)

size of

violence at

Andrew, John Albion

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Massachusetts governor

public service of

Andrews, George Leonard

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

Andrews, James

court-martial of

date and place of birth

execution of

Great Locomotive Chase

as Union spy

Andrews’ Raid

date of

description of

Great Locomotive Chase

Medal of Honor and

purpose of

Angel of Marye’s Heights. See Kirkland, Richard

Annals of the War

Alexander K. McClure and

contributors to

date ended

publication date

reason for

subjects included in

value of

Annals of the War Written by Leading Participants (Longstreet)

Annapolis, Union Department of

heads of

importance of

territory of

Anthony, Susan Brownell

criticism of Lincoln

date and place of birth

death of

education of

emancipation and

as a teacher

Temperance Movement and

Women’s National Loyal League

Anticipations of the Future (Ruffin)

Antietam, Battle of

casualties

chronology

consequences of

date of

description of

George B. McClellan and

intelligence blunder

letter about (Williams)

Lincoln’s reaction to

map of

newspaper (Union) report about (September 20, 1862)

photograph of the dead of (September 1862)

reason for

report on (McClellan’s)

significance of

statistics for

Antietam Campaign

casualties

dates of

final engagement of

George B. McClellan and

importance of

Lincoln’s reaction to

photograph of Confederate dead

Robert E. Lee and

Anti-Slavery Bugle

antiwar sentiment in the Confederacy

areas of strong antiwar sentiment

civilian opposition to

forms of

military draft and

political opposition

Richmond Bread Riot (1863)

significance of

Union regiments from

western Virginia opposition

antiwar sentiment in the Union

border states and

election campaign (1864) and

Emancipation Proclamation and

military draft and

Peace Democrats

southern Illinois and

Union defeats and

Apache Pass, Battle of

casualties

Cochise and

dates of

description of

geographic location

“The Appeal of the Independent Democrats in Congress to the People of the United States” (article)

Appomattox Campaign

Battle of Appomattox

Battle of Sayler’s Creek

chronology

dates of

description of

map of

surrender of Robert E. Lee

Union Army wagon train enters Petersburg, Virginia

Appomattox Court House and Lee’s Surrender

chronology

commissioners for formal surrender

description of surrender ceremony

geographic location

Grant and Lee meeting

Lee quoted on surrender

photograph of Lee surrendering

terms of surrender

Archer, Frederick Scott

Archer, James Jay

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as prisoner of war

Arizona

Battle of Apache Pass

Battle of Picacho Pass

Christopher “Kit” Carson

formation of

Gadsden Purchase and

John R. Baylor and

Navajo relocation

number of Arizona men serving in the Civil War

Ordinance of Secession

population of (1860)

Arkansas

Battle of Pea Ridge (Elkhorn Tavern)

chronology

competing governments in

date of statehood

economic contributions to the Confederacy

formal ending of Civil War

geographic location of

number of Arkansas men dead in Civil War

plantation economy and

population of (1860)

significance of

Unionist sentiments in

Union Red River Expedition

Arkansas, CSS

armament of

at Baton Rouge

vs. Carondelet

characteristics of

chronology

color of

crew size

date completed

destruction of

efforts to capture

illustration of

Isaac Newton Brown and

specifications of

Arkansas, Union Department of

Camden Expedition

dates of

purpose of

Red River Campaign

Arkansas Post, Battle of. See Fort Hindman, Battle of

Arkansas River

Battle of Fort Hindman

flooding of

geography of

major cities bordering

Santa Fe Trail and

Arlington, Virginia

Lee estate

location of

military burials and

Military Road

Union artillery position at Fort Richardson, Arlington

Union forces in

Arlington National Cemetery

Armies of the Confederate States, overview

Army of Northern Virginia

Army of the Confederate States of America

Confederate War Department

desertions

divisions and corps of

Jefferson Davis and

notable field forces

number of men who served in

number of war dead

Provisional Army

Southern militias

staffing bureaus supporting field operations

state contributions to

state militias

structure of Confederate Army

Armies of United States, overview

Bureau of Colored Troops

command of field armies

conscription

Edwin Stanton and

on the eve of the Civil War

expansion of regular army

Lincoln as commander-in-chief

major components of

major field armies

number of men in at the close of the war

number of war dead

reorganization of the regular army

staffing Bureau supporting field operations

state militias

Ulysses S Grant and

United States Colored Troops (USCT)

U. S. Volunteers

Armistead, Lewis Addison

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his father

military service of

wounding of

arms manufacturing

armories

Confederacy and

distribution of weapons

Enfield rifles

Harpers Ferry arsenal

Josiah Gorgas and

overseas weapon purchases

prewar manufacturing capacity

private manufacturing

prominent Northern foundries

Springfield Armory

Tredegar Iron Works

Union blockade

Union foundries

Union Ordnance Department

Armstrong, Frank Crawford

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his family

military service of

post Civil War

Armstrong, James

court-martial of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

Armstrong, James F.

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

post Civil War

Armstrong gun

best-known

the Confederacy and

construction of

Elswick Ordnance Company

English Armstrong 8-inch rifled gun

sizes of

William George Armstrong and

Armstrong’s Mill, Battle of. See Hatcher’s Run, Battle of

Army Life in a Black Regiment (Higginson)

The Army of the Potomac and Its Mismanagement (Ellet)

army organization, CSA

Army of Northern Virginia reorganization

Army of Tennessee

artillery

cavalry forces

Confederate army in Virginia

Confederate divisions

Confederate regular army

at the First Battle of Bull Run

infantry regiment strength

primary army unit

Provisional Army of the Confederate States, formation of

army organization, U. S.

administrative departments and divisions

cavalry forces

during the Civil War

corps organization

Division of the Mississippi

field armies, major change in

at the First Battle of Bull Run

infantry regiments

number of men in prior to Civil War

U. S. Volunteers

Arrowhead Church, Battle of. See Swift Creek, Battle of

artillery, land, CSA

12-pounder Napoleon

artillery appropriated upon secession

Bellona Foundry

bronze Napoleons

bronze Pattern 1857 12-pounder Napoleon gun

bronze pieces

Caleb Huse and

Josiah Gorgas and

procurement of

standard 6-pounder gun tube

Tredegar Iron Works

Whitworth rifles

artillery, land, U. S.

bronze pieces

Charles Tillinghast James and

classifications of

coehorn mortars

“columbiad” term

Dictator mortar

heavy siege and garrison artillery

James rifle

mortars

Norman Wiard and

ordnance rifle

Parrott gun

Pattern 1841 12-pounder mountain howitzer

Pattern 1857 12-pounder Napoleon gun-howitzer

Pattern guns

Rodman gun-inch

Rodman guns

seacoast guns

siege howitzers

Thomas Jackson Rodman and

Wiard rifles

artillery practice, land

aiming

batteries

Confederate battery components

crewman assignments

firing

firing practices and procedures

rate of fire

recoil

sighting tools

Union battery components

artillery projectiles, land

Bormann fuse

canister round

common shell

fuses

Hotchkiss projectiles

James fuse

papier-mâché Schenkl sabot

percussion fuses

projectile names

for rifled artillery

rifled artillery sabots

round shot

sabot

shrapnel

for smoothbore pieces

smoothbore projectile sabots

smoothbore vs. rifled guns

spherical projectiles

wooden sabots

artillery projectiles, sea

Bormann fuse

canister shot

chain shot

explosive shell

fuses

grape shot

purpose of shot

tier/grape shot

art in the Civil War

Alfred E. Matthews

The Brave Wife (Currier & Ives)

The Burial of Latane (William D. Washington)

campsite artists

Confederacy art

Eduard Manet

Farragut’s Fleet (Mauritz de Haas)

Guerrilla Warfare: Picket Duty in Virginia (Albert Bierstadt)

of Jefferson Davis

journal illustrations

lithographs

The Lost Cause (Currier & Ives)

The Monitor and the Merrimac at Short Range (Eyewitness)

naval battles

of Pierre G. T. Beauregard

portraiture

of Robert E. Lee

of Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson

Thomas Nast

value of

Winslow Homer

Asboth, Alexander Sandor

date and place of birth

death of

immigration of

military service of

post Civil War

Ashby, Turner

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

portrait of

Ashley, James Mitchell

date and place of birth

death of

impeachment of Andrew Johnson

post Civil War

public service of

Reconstruction Act and

Thirteenth Amendment and

Wade-Davis Bill and

Aspects of the War (Melville)

Associated Press (AP)

Alexander Jones and

current status of

Daniel H. Craig

date of first official dispatches

date regional network completed

expansion of

General News Association

Harbor News Association

Henry Villard and

Moses Yale Beach and

purpose of

Western AP formation date

Atchison, David Rice

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

public service of

as U. S. senator

Atlanta, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Atlanta, CSS. See Fingal, CSS

Atlanta, Georgia

early settlers of

geographic location of

importance of

Peachtree Street (1864)

population of (1860)

railroads and

William T. Sherman and

Atlanta Campaign

accomplishment of

Battle of Atlanta

Battle of Ezra Church

Battle of Jonesboro

Battle of Kennesaw Mountain

Battle of Pickett’s Hill

Battle of Resaca

Battle of Rocky Face Ridge

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

Federal encampment on Decatur St.

importance of

Kennesaw Mountain attack

objective of

occupation of Atlanta

Sherman’s advance to Atlanta (1864)

statistics for

Atlantic, military division of the

commanders of

composition of

date created

purpose of

Atlantic Blocking Squadron

commanders of

responsibility of

squadrons of

Atlantic Monthly

Augur, Christopher Columbus

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Augusta Arsenal

date completed

date surrendered to the Union

geographic location of

George Washington Rains and

human health and

importance of

relocation

Augusta Powder Works

geographic location of

George Washington Rains and

layout of

production of

size of

Aunt Phillis’s Cabin (Henderson)

Averasboro, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Averell, William Woods

command, loss of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

photograph of

post Civil War

Averell’s raids

accomplishments of

Battle of Droop Mountain

casualties

dates of

Salem Raid

William W. Averell and

Ayres, Romeyn Beck

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Babcock, Orville Elias

criminal indictment of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Bachelder, John Badger

Battle of Gettysburg and

date and place of birth

death of

as historian/preservationist

influence of

sketchers of

Badge of Military Merit

Bagby, George William

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as a journalist

as a writer

Bailey, Joseph

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Thanks of Congress to

Bailey, Theodorus

date and place of birth

death of

first command of

naval career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Baird, Absalom

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Baker, Alpheus

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Baker, Edward Dickinson

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

public service of

as U. S. congressman

Baker, Lafayette Curry

Andrew Johnson and

Belle Boyd capture

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

Lucy Cobb and

National Detective Bureau (Secret Service) and

post Civil War

as spy

Baker, Laurence Simmons

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Bald Hill, Georgia, engagement at

alternative name for

date of

description of

location of

results of

Baldwin, John Brown

criticism of Davis administration

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

Baldwin, William Edwin

capture of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

balloons

Balloon Corps

balloon Intrepid

Confederate balloon program

Edward Porter Alexander

letter regarding Lowe’s balloon (Henry: June 21, 1861)

significance of

the silk-dress balloon

Thaddeus S. C. Lowe and

in the western theater

Ball’s Bluff, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

Charles P. Stone and

chronology

date of

description of

results of

Baltimore, Maryland

armed neutrality

Baltimore Riot

location of

population of (1860)

significance of

Baltimore & Ohio Railroad

assistance to the Union

Battle of Monocracy and

Confederate attacks on

significance of

Baltimore Riot

6th Massachusetts Regiment and

aftermath of

arrests in

chronology

date of

description of

illustration of

Banks, Nathaniel Prentice

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

portrait of

public service of

Red River fiasco

Thanks of Congress to

Barhamsville, Battle of. See Eltham’s Landing, Battle of

Barksdale, Ethelbert

date and place of birth

death of

as journalist

as politician

Barksdale, William

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Barlow, Francis Channing

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

as New York Atty. Gen.

portrait of

Barnard, George Norman

date and place of birth

death of

photography of

post Civil War

Barnard, John Gross

criticism of McClellan

date and place of birth

death of

education of

importance of

military career of

post Civil War

at West Point

Barnes, Joseph K.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

as surgeon general

Barnwell, Robert Woodward

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

public service of

Barringer, Rufus

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Barron, Samuel

chronology

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

his father

naval career of

Barry, William Farquhar

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Bartlett, John R.: Capture of New Orleans (1862) [excerpt]

Bartlett, Joseph Jackson

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Bartlett, William Francis

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Barton, Clara Harlowe

as author

date and place of birth

death of

education of

founding of the American Red Cross

humanitarian aid and

interests of

nursing and

photograph of

Barton, Seth Maxwell

censure of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Bartow, Francis Stebbins

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Bate, William Brimage

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

as newspaper publisher

post Civil War

public service of

Bates, Edward

date and place of birth

death of

education of

photograph of

public service of

as U. S. attorney general

Baton Rouge, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

A. H. Todd and

results of

strength of forces

Battle, Cullen Andrews

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

“Battle Hymn of the Republic”

Atlantic Monthly and

Charles McCabe and

Julie Ward Howe and

Battle-Pieces (Melville)

Battles and Leaders of the Civil War (historical compilation)

accuracy of

Century magazine and

contributors to

illustrations

influence of

Baumfree, Isabella. See Truth, Sojourner

Baxter Springs, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

James G. Blunt and

William C. Quantrill and

Bayard, George Dashiell

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Baylor, George W.

Baylor, John Robert

as Arizona provisional military governor

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

hatred of Comanches

post Civil War

public service of

Baylor’s Buffalo Hunt

2nd Texas Mounted Rifles

dates of

description of

Fort Fillmore assault

Isaac Lynde and

John R. Baylor and

results of

bayonet

Civil War bayonets

definition of

disadvantages of

origin of term

photograph of

socket bayonet

use of

Bayou Bourbeux, Battle of

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Bayou De Glaize, Battle of. See Yellow Bayou, Battle of

Bayou Lafourche, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

results of

Beach, Moses Yale

Beale, Richard Lee Turberville

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Beall, Lloyd James

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Beall, William Nelson Rector

aid to Confederate prisoners

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

Bean’s Station, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

results of

Beatty, Samuel

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Beauregard, Pierre Gustav Toutant

chronology

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

photograph of

post Civil War

Shiloh, Battle of

siege of Corinth, Mississippi

Beaver Dam Creek, Battle of. See Mechanicsville, Battle of

Beckwith, Samuel: Union telegraph operations, book excerpt on

Bedini, Gaetano

anti-Catholicism

Bedini conundrum

date and place of birth

death of

notoriety of

ordination of

Bee, Barnard Elliott

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Bee, Hamilton Prioleau

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

in Texas politics

as Texas Ranger

Beecher, Henry Ward

abolitionism and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

marriage of

portrait of

post Civil War

scandal involving

Belknap, William Worth

army morale and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

impeachment and

military service of

post Civil War

as secretary of war

Bell, John

Constitutional Union Party

date and place of birth

death of

education of

public service of

as secretary of war

South’s denouncement of

as U. S. congressman

Bell, Tyree Harris

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Belle Boyd in Camp and Prison (Boyd)

Belle Isle Prison, Virginia

conditions in

date established

date returned to private owners

death toll

geographic location of

mismanagement and

A Belle of the Fifties (Clay-Clopton)

Belmont, Battle of

casualties

chronology

as a critical diversion

date of

description of

reason for

significance of

Benham, Henry Washington

date and place of birth

death of

education of

expertise of

military career of

post Civil War

Benjamin, Judah Philip

date and place of birth

death of

education of

photograph of

post Civil War

public service of

as secretary of state

as secretary of war

Bennett, James Gordon

date and place of birth

death of

immigration of

as newspaper publisher

New York Herald and

Bennett House

current status of

location of

significance of

Benning, Henry Lewis

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Benton, Samuel

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

Benton, USS

date commissioned

date decommissioned

reputation of

specifications

Submarine No. 7 and

Bentonville, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

illustration of

significance of

statistics for

Berdan, Hiram

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

inventions of

military service of

post Civil War

Berdan’s Sharpshooters

casualties

commanders of

distinguished service of

qualifications for

rifles of

uniforms of

Bereman, E. H.: letter to her husband (August 10, 1862)

Bermuda

Civil War blockade

configuration of

geographic location of

importance of

official name of

during the War of 1812

Bermuda Hundred Campaign

battles of

Benjamin Butler and

Butler’s 1864 headquarters at

chronology

dates of

description of

location of

results of

significance of

Berry, Hiram Gregory

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

public service of

Berryville, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Bethel Church, Battle of. See Big Bethel, Battle of

Bethesda Church, Battle of. See Totopotomoy Creek, Battle of

Beverly, Battle of

Beyond the Mississippi (Richardson)

Bibb, Henry

as abolitionist

date and place of birth

death of

marriage of

as publisher

Refugee Home Colony

as slave

Voice of the Fugitive newspaper

Bickerdyke, Mary Ann Ball

date and place of birth

death of

as “Mother Bickerdyke”

as nurse and administrator

portrait of

post Civil War

Ulysses S. Grant and

Bickley, George Washington Lafayette

arrest of

date and place of birth

death of

Eclectic Medical Institute of Ohio.

Knights of the Golden Circle

Bierce, Ambrose Gwinnett

date and place of birth

disappearance of

education of

“A Horseman in the Sky” (short story)

important fictional works of

important nonfiction works of

as journalist

military service of

portrait of

post Civil War

Big Bethel, Battle of

casualties

chronology

description of

location of

Big Black River, First Battle of

Big Black River Station (1864)

casualties

date of

description of

location of

results of

Big Black River, Second Battle of

date of

description of

Leonidas Polk and

outcome of

purpose of

William T. Sherman and

Bigelow, John

as consul general to Paris

date and place of birth

death of

education of

propaganda war with Confederate officials

public service of

Trent Affair and

writings of

Bird Creek, Indian Territory, engagement at

casualties

date of

description of

Birdsong Ferry, Mississippi, engagement at

date of

description of

results of

Birney, David Bell

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Birney, William

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Bissell, William Henry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Illinois governor

paralysis of

public service of

Black Codes

criticism of

description of

Fourteenth Amendment and

Jim Crow laws

purpose of

Radical Republicans response to

Black Hat Brigade. See Iron Brigade of the West

Black Kettle, Chief

The Black Man (Brown)

black newspapers

black Republicans

Democrats and

example of

formation of Republican Party

Freedmen’s Bureau

Ku Klux Klan

Reconstruction

Blackwell, Elizabeth

accomplishments of

date and place of birth

death of

portrait of

significance of

writings of

Blaine, James Gillespie

Civil Rights Act (1866)

date and place of birth

death of

as editor and publisher

education of

marriage of

as military agent for Maine

post Civil War

public service of

as secretary of state

Blair, Austin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Michigan governor

public service of

on slavery

Union war effort, support for

as U. S. congressman

Blair, Francis Preston, Jr.

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Missouri legislature and

portrait of

public service of

Blair, Francis Preston, Sr.

Congressional Globe (Congressional Record) and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as journalist

post Civil War

Republican Party formation and

Washington Globe and

Blair, Montgomery

Abraham Lincoln and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

photograph of

as postmaster general

Republican Party and

Blair’s Landing, Battle of

casualties

chronology

description of

Blake, Homer C.

Blakely, Theophilus Alexander

Blakely gun

aboard commerce raider Alabama

Blakely guns and ammunition in U.S. Arsenal, Charleston, S. C.

configurations of

on Morris Island

Theophilus Alexander Blakely and

at Vicksburg

Blanchard, Albert Gallatin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Blasting in Boston Harbor, Massachusetts: Removal of Tower and Corwin Rocks (Foster)

Blazer’s Scouts

commander of

date formed

vs. John S. Mosby

massacre of

mission of

number of men in

official name for

Bleeding Kansas

anti-slavery Northerners and

Charles Hamilton and

date Kansas admitted to the Union

definition of

Free-Soilers and

guerrilla warfare in

James H. Lane

John Brown and

Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)

Lecompton Constitution

migration of Free Soil settlers

Missouri Border Ruffians

Missouri Compromise (1820)

popular sovereignty

raids and reprisals

results of

Samuel Jones and

Blenker, Louis

birth name of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

blockade, Union, of the Confederacy

Atlantic Blockading Squadron

bases, importance of

blockade duties

blockade running

Brooklyn

chronology

Coast Blockading Squadron

commanders of the Union blockading squadrons

Cotton diplomacy and

DuPont’s letter about (February 19, 1863) [excerpt]

East Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron

effectiveness of

expense of

Gideon Welles and

goods brought in by blockade runners

Home Squadron

legal complications in

Mississippi

Niagara

number of blockaders

number of ships avoiding blockade

number of ships captured or destroyed

Potomac Flotilla

running the blockade at Vicksburg (1863). memoir excerpt on

squadrons of

Union blockading warships

West Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron

blockade-runners

British account of running the blockade (1863), book excerpt

British involvement in

Confederate blockade runner Teaser

Confederate exports and

number of vessels engaged in

operating pattern for

as private commercial ventures

ships, description of

success of blockade-runners

Bloody Angle fight

Edward Johnson and

Francis Channing Barlow and

John B. Gordon on

Robert McAllister on

Wade Hampton and

Blountville, Tennessee, engagement at

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Blue Springs, Battle of

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Blunt, James Gillpatrick

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Bocock, Thomas Stanhope

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

as Speaker of the Confederate House of Representatives

Boggs, William Robertson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Bonham, Milledge Luke

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

“The Bonnie Blue Flag”

basis for song

Harry B. McCarthy and

popularity of

Bonzano, Maximilian

Boomer, George Boardman

date and place of birth

death of

memoir of his life

military service of

Booneville, Battle of

casualties

date of

explanation of

results of

Boonsboro Gap, Battle of. See South Mountain, Battle of

Boonville, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

explanation of

significance of

Booth, John Wilkes

as actor

assassination of Lincoln

date and place of birth

death of

photograph of

significance of

Borden, Gail, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

as inventor

post Civil War

as publisher

as surveyor

Telegraph and Texas Register newspaper

border states

Abraham Lincoln and

Delaware

Kentucky

Maryland

Missouri

slavery and

West Virginia

Boreman, Arthur Inghram

date and place of birth

death of

public service of

Second Wheeling Convention

as U. S. senator

Bormann fuse

advantages of

Charles G. Bormann and

components of

Confederate manufactured Bormann fuses

setting of

Boteler’s Ford, Virginia, engagement at. See Shepherdstown, Virginia, engagement at

Botts, John Minor

date and place of birth

death of

The Great Rebellion: Its Secret History, Rise, Progress, and Disastrous Failure

post Civil War

public service of

as U. S. congressman

Boudinot, Elias Cornelius

as Cherokee leader

Cherokee Treaty (1866) and

date and place of birth

death of

as Indian Territory representative

land grant system scheme

post Civil War

bounty system

morale and

problems with

reasons for

for seamen

Boutwell, George Sewall

date and place of birth

death of

education of

public service of

as secretary of the treasury

Bowen, John Stevens

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Boyce, William Waters

date and place of birth

death of

education of

public service of

Boyd, Maria Isabelle

as actress

arrest of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

escaped to England

photograph of

Samuel Hardinge and

as a spy

as spy

Boydton Plank Road, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

forces involved in

reasons for

results of

Bradford, Augustus Williamson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Maryland governor

Bradley, Amy Morris

date and place of birth

education of

as nurse

as special relief agent

Tileston Normal School and

Brady, Matthew

Civil War photography of

date and place of birth

death of

Gallery of Illustrious Americans

photograph of

portrait subjects

Bragg, Braxton

at Chattanooga

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

distinguished service of

education of

message to Beauregard (April 8, 1862)

as military advisor

military career of

photograph of

post Civil War

Bragg, Edward Stuyvesant

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

Bragg, Thomas

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

education of

public service of

Bramlette, Thomas Elliott

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Kentucky governor

military service of

Branch, Lawrence O’Bryan

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Brandon, William Lindsay

date of birth (circa)

death of

education of

military service of

Brandy Station, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

number of cavalry

results of

Union officers at Brandy Station

Brannan, John Milton

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Brantley, William Felix

date and place of birth

death of

in local politics

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Bratton, John

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Breckenridge, Robert Jefferson

on African American soldiers

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Friends of Emancipation

opposition to Emancipation Proclamation

as professor of theology

as secretary of war (Confederate)

unconventional views of

Breckinridge, John Cabell

as candidate for presidency

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

portrait of

presidential election (1860), results of

public service of

Breckinridge, Margaret E.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

heroism of

nursing career of

Breckinridge, Robert Jefferson

death of

education of

his family

Friends of Emancipation

Non-Importation Law and

opposition to Emancipation Proclamation

as pastor

post Civil War

on slavery and abolition

Brentwood, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

geographic location of

reason for

results of

Brevard, Theodore Washington, Jr.

capture of

date and place of birth

death of

Florida House of Representatives

military service of

post Civil War

brevet promotions

brevet rank

during the Civil War

discontinuation of

first authorization of

George Armstrong Custer and

during the Mexican-American War

origin of term

pay and

U. S. Military Academy graduates and

Brice’s Crossroads, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

Nathan Bedford Forrest and

reason for

results of

Bright, Jesse David

date and place of birth

death of

as a proslavery Democrat

public service of

Senate expulsion of

as U. S. senator

Bright, John

advocating for the Union

date and place of birth

death of

education of

public service of

Bristoe Campaign

Buckland Races

casualties

description of

rearguard action

reason for

Bristoe Station, First Battle of

Battle of Groveton

chronology

dates of

description of

location of

reason for

results of

Bristoe Station, Second Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Britain. See Great Britain

Brobst, John F.

letter about the Second Vicksburg Campaign (July 5, 1863) [excerpts]

letter written during the Battle of Dallas (May 30, 1864)

Brooke, John Mercer

date and place of birth

death of

education of

naval career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Brooke, John Rutter

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Brooke guns

description of

John M. Brooke and

photograph of

power of

reputation of

types of

Brooks, Preston Smith

attack on Charles Sumner

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

portrait of

as U. S. congressman

Brooks, William Thomas Harbaugh

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Brough, John

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as newspaper publisher

public service of

Brown, Albert Gallatin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

public service of

radical base politics and

Brown, Egbert Benson

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

postbellum

traits of

Brown, Isaac Newton

as commander of the Arkansas

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

post Civil War

Brown, John

address (final) to the Court (November 2, 1859)

date and place of birth

death of

Harpers Ferry raid

photograph of

raids of

Brown, John Calvin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Brown, Joseph Emerson

criticism of the Confederacy

date and place of birth

death of

as Georgia governor

post Civil War

state militia and

Brown, William Wells

as abolitionist

American Anti-Slavery Society

The Black Man

date and place of birth

death of

on enlistment of black soldiers

in Great Britain

literary career of

his message to African Americans

Narrative of William W. Brown, a Fugitive Slave, Written by Himself

origin of name

parents of

writings of

Browne, William Montague

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Jefferson Davis and

military service of

post Civil War

Brownell, Francis Edwin

Alexandria, Virginia incident

date and place of birth

death of

Medal of Honor and

post Civil War

Brownell, Kady Southwell

date and place of birth

death of

Grand Army of the Republic and

heroism of

marriage of

parents of

photograph of

Browning, Orville Hickman

criticism of Lincoln

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

public service of

Browning, Robert

Brownlow, William Gannaway

date and place of birth

death of

as the “Fighting Parson”

imprisonment of

literary accomplishments

Parson Brownlow’s Book

as Tennessee governor

Whig and Rebel Ventilator

Brown’s Ferry, Battle of. See Wauhatchie, Battle of

Brownsville, Texas

Battle of Palmito Ranch

geographic location of

location of

population of (1860)

smuggling and

Bryan, Goode

Confederate Survivors Association

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Bryant, William Cullen

date and place of birth

death of

as editor

education of

New York Evening Post and

as poet

translation of Homer

Buchanan, Franklin

admiration for

Chesapeake Bay Squadron

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

as a leader

naval career of

portrait of

surrender of

wounding of

Buchanan, James

date and place of birth

death of

education of

election to the Pennsylvania House of Representatives

Harriet Lane and

as minister to Britain

as minister to Russia

Mr. Buchanan’s Administration on the Eve of the Rebellion

as U. S. president

as U. S. secretary of state

War of 1812

Buchanan, Robert Christie

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

buck and ball

advantage of

alternative name for

as a cartridge

description of

Irish Brigade of the Union Army of the Potoma and

main deployment of

buck and gag

definition of

description of

reasons for

Buck Head Creek, Georgia, engagement at

casualties

date of

description of

forces involved in

reasons for

results of

Buckingham, William Alfred

as Connecticut governor

date and place of birth

death of

number of troops raised by

as U. S. senator

Buckland, Ralph Pomeroy

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Buckland Mills, Battle of

alternative names for

Buckland Races

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

results of

Buckner, Simon Bolivar

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Buell, Don Carlos

date and place of birth

death of

education of

failures of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

resignations of

Buford, Abraham

date and place of birth

education of

military career of

post Civil War

suicide of

Buford, John

date and place of birth

death date

education of

military career of

portrait of

Buford, Napoleon Bonaparte

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

bugle calls

on the battlefield

reason for

for routine military day

Bulloch, James Dunwody

as Confederate naval agent

as Confederate secret agent

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

postbellum

Theodore Roosevelt and

Bullock, Robert

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Bull Run, First Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

drawing of the First Battle of Bull Run (Alfred Waud)

map of

memoir excerpt about the First Battle of Bull Run (Edward Porter Alexander:)

reason for

reports on the First Battle of Bull Run (McDowell)

significance of

statistics for

Stonewall Jackson

tactical victory in

Union retreat

Bull Run, Second Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

illustration of the advance of Confederate right wing

John Pope and

map of

results of

statistics for

bummers

definition of

illustration of

origin of term

Special Order No. 120

system of foraging

vandalism and

Burbridge, Stephen Gano

date and place of birth

death of

depredations of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Burgess Mill, Battle of. See Boydton Plank Road, Battle of

Burnett, Henry Lawrence

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as judge advocate

Lincoln assassination case and

military service of

post Civil War

Burnham, Hiram

date and place of birth

death of

Fort Harrison and

military service of

Burns, Anthony

date and place of birth

death of

education of

significance of

Burns, John Lawrence

date and place of birth

death of

exploits of

military service of

photograph of

Burns, William Wallace

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

wounding of

Burnside, Ambrose Everett

chronology

court of inquiry of

date and place of birth

education of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

public service of

as Rhode Island governor

in southwestern frontier

Burnside carbine

caliber of

fame of

firing of

loading of

number manufactured

popularity of

Burnside’s Quagmire. See Mud March

Burton, William

date and place of birth

death of

as Delaware governor

education of

slavery and

Bushnell, Cornelius Scranton

Bushnell & Company

business enterprises of

date and place of birth

John Ericsson and

military service of

portrait of

public service of

shipbuilding

Bussey, Cyrus

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Butler, Andrew

birth date

death of

education of

public service of

as U. S. senator

Butler, Benjamin Franklin

Army of the James command

attack on New Orleans

Bermuda Hundred Campaign

chronology

controversies of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Fort Monroe command

fugitive slaves

his General Order No. 28

military service of

portrait of

post Civil War

public service of

on secession

on slavery

Butler, Matthew Calbraith

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his family

military career of

post Civil War

Butler’s Proclamation. See Woman’s Order

Butt, Walter Raleigh

date and place of birth

death of

education of

imprisonment of

naval career of

post Civil War

Butterfield, Daniel Adams

date and place of birth

death of

invention/designs of

military career of

Buzzard Roost, Georgia, engagement at

dates of

description of

reasons for

results of

Byers, S. H. M.: essay excerpt on the recollections of Grant (1863)

Cabell, William Lewis

date and place of birth

death of

education of

massacre of African American soldiers

military service of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

cabinet, CSA

illustration of

imprisonment and

Jefferson Davis and

members of

posts included in

shakeup in

unsteadiness of

cabinet, U. S.

Abraham Lincoln and

consistent supporters of Lincoln

efficiency of

illustration of

loyalty of

makeup of

members of

political calculations in

Cadwalader, George

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

notoriety of

post Civil War

writ of habeas corpus and

Cairo, USS

alternative name for

armament of

characteristics of

chronology

date commissioned

engagements of

expedition up the Yazoo River

photograph of

raising of

specifications of

Thomas Selfridge and

Cairo-Class River Ironclads, U.S. Navy

armament of

construction of

dates completed

day commissioned

James Buchanan Eads and

names of

as “Pook Turtles”

Samuel M. Pook and

specifications of

Caldwell, John Curtis

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Calhoun, John Caldwell

Compromise of 1850 speech

Compromise Tariff of 1833

date and place of birth

death of

education of

portrait of

post Civil War

as presidential candidate

public service of

reputation of

on slavery

as South Carolina senator

as U. S. vice president

California

California Battalion

California Column

Compromise of 1830

date admitted to the Union

Democratic Party and

geography of

issues raised by admission to the Union

population of (1860)

presidential election (1860)

support for the Union

California, Union Department of

area of

dates of

headquarters of

California Column

James Henry Carlton and

makeup of

New Mexico territory march

significance of

Calvinism

Camden expedition

Battle of Marks’ Mills

casualties

dates of

Frederick Steele and

Jenkins’ Ferry

location of

Red River Campaign

results of

Cameron, James

burial of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Cameron, Robert Alexander

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as newspaper publisher

post Civil War

Red River Campaign

Cameron, Simon

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

postbellum

public service of

as secretary of war

as U. S. minister to Russia

as U. S. senator

campaign medals

Campaigns of the Rio Grande and of Mexico (Stevens)

Campbell, Alexander William

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Campbell, John Archibald

as attorney-at-law

as Confederate assistant secretary of war

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Marshall v. Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, opinion of

postbellum

resignation from the Supreme Court

Scott v. Sandford, opinion on

as Supreme Court justice

Campbell’s Station, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

reasons for

Camp Chase, Ohio

conditions for prisoners

current status of

date closed

date established

improvements at

number of Confederate prisoners in

number of detainees who died at

as tourist attraction

Camp Douglas, Illinois

advantages of

camp hospital

capacity of

conversion to prison

date decommissioned

date established

geographic location of

illustration of

location of

monthly mortality rate

number of dead in

population of (1864)

purpose of (initial)

Camp Ford, Texas

activities of prisoners in

current status of

initial purpose of

mortality rate

number of dead in

number of Union prisoners sent to

population of (1864)

Camp Hoffman, Maryland. See Point Lookout Prison, Maryland

Camp Jackson Affair

alternative name for

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

Nathaniel Lyon and

Camp Morton, Indiana

conditions in

date established

escape from

inmate population

number of dead

Camp Nelson, Kentucky

as African American military base

current status of

date established

number of dead

purpose of

Speed S. Fry and

uses of

camp revival meetings

within army camps

Calvinism

at Cane Ridge, Kentucky

Charles Grandison Finney and

during the Civil War

number of Confederate soldiers converted

popularity of

postbellum

purpose of

religiosity and

revivalism

Second Great Awakening and

Canby, Edward Richard Sprigg

Battle of Glorieta Pass

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

photograph of

Cane River Crossing, Louisiana, engagement at

casualties

date of

description of

Hamilton P. Bee and

Cannibals All! (Fitzhugh)

Cannon, William

date and place of birth

death of

as Delaware governor

in Delaware House of Representatives

Cantey, James

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

surrender of

Capers, Ellison

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

ordination of

as university chancellor

carbines. See rifles

Carey, Henry Charles

Abraham Lincoln and

Carey, Lea & Carey publishing firm

date and place of birth

death of

Essay on the Rate of Wages

high tariffs and

on labor

Past, Present, and Future

on population growth

Principles of Political Economy

published works of

Carleton, James Henry

California Column and

date and place of birth

death of

Department of New Mexico command

military career of

photograph of

post Civil War

Carleton’s Campaign

Bosque Redondo experiment

dates of

against the Mescalero Apaches

against the Navajos

Carlin, William Passmore

during the Atlanta Campaign

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Carlisle, Pennsylvania

Carlisle Barracks

Confederate occupation of

date founded

population of (1860)

Union reoccupation of

Carman, Ezra Ayers

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Carnegie, Andrew

Carnegie Steel Company

charitable endeavors

Columbia Oil Company, formation of

date and place of birth

death of

Edgar Thompson Works

education of

Frick Coke Company

J.P. Morgan and

as proponent of social equality

Union Mills, formation of

U. S. Military Telegraph Service and

vertical integration

Carnifex Ferry, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

John B. Floyd and

reason for

Carolinas Campaign. See Sherman’s March through the Carolinas

Carondelet, USS

alternative name for

campaigns of

date commissioned

date decommissioned

specifications of

carpetbaggers

definition of term

improving conditions in the South

Milton S. Littlefield and

motives of

opinions about

Carr, Eugene Asa

Cibecue Creek incident

date and place of birth

death of

education of

General Carr Receiving a Report (Remington), painting of

military career of

post Civil War

Carrick’s Ford, Battle of

date of

description of

George McClellan and

illustration of

results of

Carrington, Henry Beebee

accomplishments of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Fetterman Massacre and

military career of

Carroll, Anna Ella

Abraham Lincoln and

American Colonization Society and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Edwin Stanton quoted on

war advice

as writer

Carroll, Samuel Sprigg

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Carroll, William Henry

arrest of

court of inquiry

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

military service of

Carson, Christopher Houston

in California

during the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

Fort Garland command

John C. Frémont’s California expedition

as “Kit”

against the Navajo

carte de visite

abbreviation of

Abraham Lincoln and

and the Civil War

Confederate CdVs

definition of terms

example of

explanation of

popularity of

taxes on

Carter, Henry. See Leslie, Frank

Carter, John Carpenter

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Carter, Samuel Powhatan

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Carthage, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

location of

outcome of

reason for

cartoons, political. See political cartoons

Caruthers, Robert Looney

Cumberland University and

date and place of birth

death of

as elected governor

as jurist

as newspaper editor

post Civil War

public service of

secession and

as U. S. congressman

“The Case of George Dedlow” (Mitchell)

Casey, Silas

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Infantry Tactics for Colored Troops

military career of

post Civil War

System of Infantry Tactics

Cashier, Albert D. J.

alias of

birth name of

burial of

cross-dressing

date and place of birth

death of

immigration of

military service of

sex of

Cass, Lewis

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

public service of

as secretary of state

Castle Pinckney, South Carolina

as Confederate prison

date initial construction finished

date rebuilt

location of

naming of

Castle Thunder, Virginia

famous prisoner of

George W. Alexander and

investigation of

reputation of

structures of

casualties, Union and Confederate

1st Maine Heavy Artillery

26th North Carolina Regiment

Army of Northern Virginia

Battle of Gettysburg

Battle of Richmond

definition of casualties

disease

at Franklin, Tennessee

J. David Hacker on

reason for high rate of death/wounds

Seven Days’ Campaign

Southern Army battle casualties

statistics of the American Civil War

tactics/weaponry and

total dead

Catholics

African American slaves

angels of mercy

Bishop John Hughes

Catholic population figures

Catholic priests as chaplains

Father Abram Ryan

Father John Bannon

location of

Lucius Northrup

nationalities

Nativism and Know-Nothingism

participation in the war

Pope Gregory XVI

Sisters of Mercy

slavery and

Catholic Sisters of the Holy Cross,

Catlett’s Station, Virginia, Stuart’s raid on

casualties

dates of

description of

intention of

results of

Catron, John

during the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

education of

on habeas corpus

in Matilda v. Crenshaw

in Prigg v. Pennsylvania

in Scott v. Sandford

on the slavery issue

in United States v. Amistad

as U. S. Supreme Court justice

causes of the Civil War

active secessionists

Bleeding Kansas

bleeding Sumner

the Compromise of 1850

constitutional compromises

the cotton gin

the Dred Scott case

failure of compromise

John Brown’s Raid

Kansas-Nebraska Act

Lincoln’s election

the Missouri Compromise

slavery

slave South, beginnings of the

cavalry, Confederate

basic maneuver of

clothing and armament of

designation of

effectiveness of

election of officers

equipping of

exploits of

feed for horses

generals of

horses of

J. E. B. Stuart

makeup of

organization of

rate of march

recruitment of

skill set of

strength of

training of

unintended advantages for

cavalry, Union

1st and 2nd Cavalry Regiments

basic maneuver of

Battle of Brandy Station

brigade

cavalry dominance, shift in

corps

date created

divisions

First Battle of Bull Run

formations of 1850

formations of 1861

headlong cavalry charges

horses

noteworthy exploits

organization of

rate of march

regiment strength and staff

training

Union cavalry column along Rappahannock River

U. S. Regiment of Dragoons

weapons

Winfield Scott and

cavalry tactics

cavalry dominance, shift in

in combined-arms operations

deployment of large cavalry

factors effecting

massed cavalry attacks

reconnaissance and counterreconnaissance screening

Spencer carbine

Cedar Creek, Battle of

account of (Gordon: book excerpt)

chronology

date of

description of

illustration of

reason for

results of

Cedar Mountain, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

outcome of

reason for

censorship

Article of War 57

censors

effectiveness of

George Meade and

in the North

in the South

telegraph system and

use of

war correspondent and

William T. Sherman and

Centralia massacre

chronology

date of

description of

A. V. E. Johnson and

William “Bloody Bill” Anderson and

Central Kentucky, Confederate Army of

Albert Sidney Johnson and

date formed

dissolution of

purpose of

Certificate of Merit

Cesnola, Luigi Palma di

Chaffin’s Farm, Battle of

African American troops in

alternative names for

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

reasons for

USCT regiments in

Chalmers, James Ronald

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military actions of

post Civil War

Chamberlain, Joshua Lawrence

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military actions of

post Civil War

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, burning of

casualties

cost of damage in

description of

extortion of citizens of

Lee’s General Orders No. 72 and 73

location of

looting of

Main Street, Chambersburg, ruins of

number of buildings destroy

population of (1864)

reason for

results of

Chambliss, John Randolph, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Champion Hill, Battle of

chronology

date of

description of

essay excerpt on the recollections of Grant at (Byers)

memoir excerpt about Pemberton’s decision regarding (Johnston)

reason for

report on (Cockrell)

report on (Hovey)

results of

Chancellorsville, Battle of

casualties

chronology

Confederate dead at Marye’s Height

description of

map of

reason for

results of

statistics for

strength of forces

Chancellorsville Campaign. See Stoneman’s Raid during the Chancellorsville Campaign

Chandler, Zachariah

as chairman of Republican National Committee

as critical of Johnson

as critical of Lincoln

as critical of McClellan

date and place of birth

death of

post Civil War

public service of

as secretary of the interior

as U. S. senator

Chantilly, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

location of

reason for

results of

chaplains

duties of Union chaplains

Henry S. White

J. William Jones

makeup of Union chaplains

Medal of Honor and

number of Union chaplains

post chaplains (Union)

Southern chaplains

standard pay for Union chaplains

Union Army chaplaincy reform

Union chaplain conducting mass

chaplains, African American

first African American chaplains

Henry McNeal Turner

number of

reason for

success of

Chaplin Hills, Battle of. See Perryville, Battle of

Chapman, Conrad Wise

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

notoriety of

paintings of

postbellum

Chapman, George Henry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Charleston, South Carolina

blockade of

capture of, first attempt

capture of, second attempt

chronology

effect of naval blockade and wartime economy

importance of

improved defenses of

location of

Pierre G. T. Beauregard and

population of (1860)

ruins of

shelling of

surrender of

symbolic importance of

U.S. Navy attack on

Charleston, South Carolina, Confederate attack on Union blockaders

date of

description of

outcome of

ships involved in

Charleston, South Carolina, evacuation of

dates of

reason for

surrender of Charleston

withdrawn of Confederate forces

Charleston Harbor, siege of

attack on Fort Wagner

attacks on Fort Sumter

bombardment of Fort Sumter

Charleston Harbor defenses

dates of

failure of

importance of Charleston

Morris Island landing

official beginning of siege

Quincy Gilmore and

shelling of Charleston

Union plan for

Charleston Mercury

demise of

influence of

on Jefferson Davis’s war policies

radicalism of

Robert B. Rhett Jr. and

Charleston riot

casualties

Copperheads and

criminal trial for

date of

description of

murder indictments

right of habeas corpus suspended

Chase, Salmon Portland

Abraham Lincoln and

“The Appeal of the Independent Democrats in Congress to the People of the United States” (article)

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Kate Chase Sprague and

photograph of

public service of

as secretary of the treasury

as U. S. Supreme Court justice

Chattahoochee River, Georgia, operations around

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Chattanooga, Tennessee

importance of

location of

population of (1861)

race tensions in

Chattanooga campaign

Battle of Chattanooga

casualties

Chattanooga, siege of

Cracker Line

dates of

Lookout Mountain

Missionary Ridge

Ringgold Gap

seizure of Orchard Knob

Taylor’s Ridge

Ulysses S. Grant and

William Rosecrans and

Cheatham, Benjamin Franklin

controversy and

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Cheat Mountain, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

Elkwater, Confederate attack at

first action of

location of

results of

Robert E. Lee and

Cheops (Stonewall-class ship)

Cherokees

Cherokee National Council meeting

Chief John Ross

divisions of

Five Civilized Tribes and

Indian Removal Act

neutrality and

as slaveholders

slavery abolished

Thomas Pegg and

treaty with the Confederacy

Chesapeake, Confederate capture of

Chesnut, James, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military actions of

post Civil War

as U. S. senator

Chesnut, Mary Boykin

date and place of birth

death of

diary entry about Davis’s selection of Hood (August 14, 1864)

A Diary from Dixie

diary of

marriage of

portrait of

Chestnut Hill, Battle of. See Buckland Mills, Battle of

Cheyennes

Cheyenne-Arapaho War

Chief Black Kettle

Custer’s attack on

divisions of

Dog Soldiers and

pacification of

Sand Creek Massacre

Treaty of Fort Wise

Chicago Tribune

criticism of Roman Catholics and immigrants

establishment of

“John Brown’s Body,” publication of

Joseph Medill and

Know-Nothing Party

name changed

political candidates supported

support for Lincoln

Chickamauga, Battle of

book excerpt on aftermath of (Watkins)

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

diary entry about (Hay)

essay excerpt on (Hill)

illustration of (Currier & Ives)

Major General George H. Thomas at, excerpt about (Fullerton)

map of

reason for

results of

statistics for

Chickamauga, CSS

Chickasaw Bayou operation

Chickasaw Bluff, Battle of

casualties

dates of

description of

reason for

Chickasaws

alliance with the Confederates

contribution to war effort

effects of Civil War on

Five Civilized Tribes and

reparations

as slaveholders

Child, Pratt & Fox

Chilton, Robert Hall

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Chivington, John Milton

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

photograph of

Sand Creek Massacre and

Choctaw Resolutions

Choctaws

1st Choctaw and Chickasaw Mounted Rifle Regimen

alliance with the Confederacy

Douglas H. Cooper and

Five Civilized Tribes and

impact of Civil War

Indian Removal Act

post Civil War

refugee crisis

as slaveholders

Christ in the Camp or Religion in Lee’s Army (Jones)

Chrysler, Morgan Henry

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

churches

Catholic

Episcopal

importance of

loyalty affirmations

Lutheran

military chaplains

ministers and the Civil War

Old School Presbytery

Presbyterian Church

Protestant denominations

reconciliation

sectionalism

slavery and

United States Christian Commission

U. S. Sanitary Commission

Churchill, Thomas James

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

as prisoner of war

public service of

Cincinnati, Ohio, defense of

dates of

David Tod and

importance of

Lew Wallace and

martial law

population of

Cincinnati, U. S.

Cincinnati Enquirer

City-Class River ironclads. See Cairo-Class River Ironclads, U.S. Navy

City Point, Virginia

Confederate Secret Service mission at

importance of

location of

waterfront at City Point, Virginia,

Civil Disobedience (Thoreau)

civil liberties, CSA

control of slaves

Edward A. Pollard on

habeas corpus, writs of

Joseph P. Brown on

Judah P. Benjamin

martial law

number of civilians arrested

passport system

states’ rights

suppression of newspapers

William G. “Parson” Brownlow

civil liberties, U. S.

Abraham Lincoln and

civilian arrests

Clement Vallandigham and

Ex Parte Milligan case

free speech

habeas corpus case

martial law

number of civilians tried by military commission

Roger B. Taney and

slave ownership

suppression of newspapers

The Civil War (Burns)

Civil War, causes of the. See Causes of the Civil War

Civil War, official end of

Civil War, overview of

Clark, Charles

arrest of

date and place of birth

death of

military actions of

public service of

Clark, Edward

date and place of birth

death of

military actions of

as Texas governor

Clark, Henry Toole

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as North Carolina governor

Clark, John Bullock, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

class conflict, North and South

categorizing of

Confederate Conscription Act

conscription

desertion

Draft Riots

food riots

Hinton Rowan Helper

immigration

The Impending Crisis of the South (Helper)

nonslaveholders and

in the North

planter class and

postbellum

resentment toward elites

resistance to immediate secession

rich man’s war and a poor man’s fight

Richmond Bread Run

small farmers

Southern caste system

strikes/protest (Northern)

during the war

working poor and

Clay, Cassius Marcellus

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Emancipation Proclamation and

family of

military actions of

as minister to Russia

as newspaper publisher

public service of

Clay, Clement Claiborne, Jr.

charged in assassination of Lincoln

as Confederate agent in Canada

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as U. S. senator

Clay, Henry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

portrait of

public service of

Clay-Clopton, Virginia

A Belle of the Fifties

date and place of birth

death of

education of

marriages of

memoir excerpt about shortages in the Confederacy (1863)

postbellum

Clayton, Henry Delamar

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Clayton, Powell

as Arkansas governor

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

as U. S. minister to Mexico

Cleburne, Patrick Ronayne

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

popularity of

portrait of

Thanks of Congress to

his view of slavery

wounding of

Clem, John Lincoln

alternative name for

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

notoriety of

post Civil War

Clingman, Thomas Lanier

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military actions of

postbellum

public service of

Clotilde (slave ship)

Cloyd’s Mountain, Battle of

Albert G. Jenkins and

alternative name for

chronology

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Cluseret, Gustave Paul

arrest of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Mémoires du Général Cluseret (1887)

military career of

as newspaper editor

postbellum

coal

anthracite coal

demand for

discovery of

first naval engagement using

mining of

production of

coal torpedo

effectiveness of

explanation of

steamer Sultana and

Thomas Edgewood Courtney and

Co. Aytch (Watkins)

Cobb, Howell

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

photograph of

post Civil War

public service of

Cobb, Thomas Reade Rootes

Cobb’s Legion

constitutional law and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

politics of

Cobb’s Legion

assimilation of

military actions of

Thomas R. R. Cobb and

Coburn, Abner

date and place of birth

death of

as Maine governor

philanthropy of

public service of

Cochise

Cocke, Philip St. George

date and place of birth

education of

mental health of

military career of

Powhatan Troop

suicide of

Cockrell, Francis Marion

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

public service of

report on the Battle of Champion Hill (August 1 1863)

wounding of

Coffeeville, Battle of

date of

description of

number of soldiers involved in

reason for

repercussions of

Coffin, Charles Carleton

date and place of birth

death of

journalism of

post Civil War

renown of

Colby, Carlos W.: journal entry about care of the sick (January 29, 1863) [excerpts]

Cold Harbor, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

illustration of

map of

results of

statistics for

Cold Mountain (Frazier)

Colfax, Schuyler, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

as newspaper editor and publisher

public service of

Reconstruction and

as Speaker of the House

Collins, Napoleon

his capture of the Florida and Mont Blanc

court of inquiry

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

postbellum

Colorado territory

1st Colorado Cavalry

1st Regiment of Colorado Volunteer Infantry

2nd Colorado Cavalry

2nd Colorado Infantry

3rd Colorado Cavalry

3rd Colorado Infantry

casualties of Colorado volunteers

geographic location of

number of Coloradans serving in Civil War

Sand Creek Massacre

size of

support of the Union

volunteer regiments from

Colquitt, Alfred Holt

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Colston, Raleigh Edward

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Colt, Samuel

Colt .45 Peacemaker

date and place of birth

death of

inventions of

military service of

Texas Paterson

Columbia, South Carolina, burning of

chronology

controversy over

description of

ruins of Columbia, South Carolina

William T. Sherman

Columbus, Georgia

Columbus, Kentucky

fortifications of

as haven for escaped slaves

Union use of

Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States (Story)

commerce raiding, Confederate

Alabama

cost to Union

Florida

Florida capturing the Jacob Bell

foreign construction of ships

Great Britain and

Habana

insurance rates and

international law

James D. Bulloch and

number of U. S. merchant ships taken

Shenandoah

Stephen Mallory on

Commissary of Subsistence

Amos B. Eaton

Confederacy

Joseph P. Taylor

Lucius B. Northrop

Union

U. S. Army Subsistence Department

use of

Committee of Thirteen

compromises of

dissolution of

members of

purpose of

Committee of Thirty-Three

border states and

composition of

dates of

response to final report of

Committee on the Conduct of the War

areas investigated

date established

members of

negative impact of

reason for

subjects of

success of

Commodore Jones, destruction of

commutation

conscription

cost of

definition of

fairness of

new regulations of

in the North

number of men paying for

in the South

Compendium of the War of the Rebellion

date first published

date reprint published

Frederick H. Dyer and

importance of

organization of

subdivision of

Compromise of 1850

boundaries of Texas

explanation of

final version of resolutions

Fugitive Slave Act and

Henry Clay and

New Mexico Territory, establishment Of

resolutions of

slaves, sale or transfer of

Stephen A. Douglas and

success of

Utah Territory, establishment of

Comstock, Cyrus Ballou

as chief engineer of the Army

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Confederate armies during the Civil War

Confederate awards

Confederate diaspora

American, town of

blackbirding

Brazil and

into foreign military forces

New Mexico and

number of men leaving the country

Confederate District Court judges

Confederate gunboats. See Cottonclads

Confederate Indians

battles of

Catawba Nation

Cherokees

Chief Opothleyahola

Creeks

documents relating to (October–November 1864)

effect of the Civil War on

home guard duty of

John Ross

Junaluska Zouaves

Pike’s Native American regiments

suffering of Native Americans

Thomas legion

William McIntosh

Confederate States of America, lix

Confederate Veteran (magazine)

bias in

complete collections of

date started

importance of

number of

Sumner A. Cunningham and

Confiscation Acts of 1861 and 1862

chronology

Confiscation Act, First

Confiscation Act, Second

effect of

purpose of

Southern states reaction to

Supreme Court ruling on

Congress, CSA

Bounty Law (1861)

chronology

Confederate Congress, First

Confederate Congress, Second

Confederate Constitution

Conscription Acts

constitution of

controversial acts passed by

elections, date of

model for

Partisan Ranger Act (1862)

President Davis’s war agenda

slaves, arming of

state representation in the Confederate Congress vs. the U.S. Congress

unification of CSA

Congress, U. S.

chronology

Confiscation Act, First

Confiscation Act, Second

conscription

Democrats and

Department of Agriculture

Emancipation Proclamation

moderate Republicans

nonwar legislation

number of times in session during Civil War

Peace Democrats

Radical Republicans

Reconstruction

Thirty-ninth Congress

Thirty-seventh Congress

congressional honors

Conkling, Roscoe

date and place of birth

death of

education of

popularity of

public service of

Connecticut

abolitionism

geographic location of

Gideon Welle

gun manufacturers in

industry in

number of volunteer soldiers from

population of (1860)

prosperity of

regiments of

Republican domination of

William A. Buckingham

Conner, James

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Connor, Patrick Edward

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Stockton, Utah and

“The Conquered Banner” (Ryan)

conscientious objectors

commutation fee and

in the Confederacy

Conscription Act (1863) and

definition of

grounds for upholding

hardships, trials and death penalty

John Wesley Pratt

Lincoln stance on

provisions for

Quakers and

Southern sympathy for

conscription, CSA

bounty

Bureau of Conscription

chronology

civilian resistance to

conscription act, first

conscription act, second

conscription act, third

draft laws

effect of conscription acts

exemptions

Robert E. Lee on (July 27, 1863)

unpopularity of

conscription, U. S.

administration of federal draft

conscientious objectors

Copperheads and

effect of draft laws

Enrollment Act

exemptions

Ex Parte Milligan decision

martial law and

number of drafts

opposition to

success of

Union Army recruiting booth in New York

Vallandigham’s speech before Congress concerning (January 14, 1863)

volunteers vs. draftees in Union Army

Conscription Acts (April 16, 1862, and March 3, 1863)

Constitution, CSA

constitutional amendment process

date written

difference from U. S. Constitution

improving the U. S. Constitution

power of the states

presidential powers

slavery and

text of

Constitutional Union Party

date founded

Edward Everett and

John Bell and

platform of

purpose of

success of

A Constitutional View of the War between the States (Stephens)

contraband

camp life

Competition Act (1861)

definition of

escaped African American slaves

Fort Pillow contraband camp

Freedmen’s Bureau and

origin of

residencies of

Sea Islands and

contrabands

Cony, Samuel

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Maine governor

as War Democrat

Cooke, Jay

date and place of birth

death of

as financier

post Civil War

Cooke, John Esten

books of

date and place of birth

death of

A Life of Stonewall Jackson

military service of

Cooke, John Rodgers

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his father

military career of

postbellum

Cooke, Philip St. George

controversy of

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Native American sympathies

photograph of

post Civil War

Cooper, Douglas Hancock

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

as superintendent of Indian territory

Cooper, George: medical examination of Jefferson Davis (May 9, 1866)

Cooper, Joseph Alexander

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

Cooper, Samuel

as adjutant general for the Confederate Army

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as first Confederate full general

military career of

post Civil War

cooperationists

conditional Unionists

definition of

secession and

Copperheads

Clement L. Vallandigham

definition of

discrediting of

influence of

the Midwest and

opinions of

Sons of Liberty

Corcoran, Michael

capture of

Corcoran Legion

date and place of birth

death of

Enchantress Affair and

immigration of

military career of

Corcoran Legion

composition of

creation of

military actions of

Corinth, Battle of

casualties

chronology

description of

illustration of

reason for

strength of forces

Corinth, Mississippi

chronology

importance of

location of

during Reconstruction

Corinth, Mississippi, siege of

criticism of

dates of

description of

forces involved in

Henry W. Halleck and

importance of Corinth

P. G. T. Beauregard

corps badges

Confederate use of

definition of

elaboration of

purpose of

Corps d’Afrique

Corpus Christi, Texas, siege of

dates of

description of

John W. Kittredge and

results of

Corrick’s Ford, Battle of

chronology

date of

description of

impact of

reason for

Corse, John Murray

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

political service of

post Civil War

Corse, Montgomery Dent

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Cosby, George Blake

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

cost of the Civil War

borrowing

Confederate expenditure

confiscation laws

cotton prices

emancipation of slaves, cost of

human capital

indirect costs

North and South combined cost of war

physical destruction cost

physical devastation of the South

taxation and borrowing

total cost for the Confederacy

total costs for the Union

total war policy

U. S. government expenditure per day

cotton

African American slaves preparing cotton for the gin

cotton gin, impact of

cotton production

dependence on American raw cotton

description of

economic factors affecting

expansion of production

foreign exchange and

growing range of

importance of cotton, effect of

importance of Southern cotton

labels for

postbellum

Sea Island cotton

slavery and

Southern textile mills

technology and

textile industry and

Upland cotton

uses of

cottonclads

Battle of Galveston and

construction of

cotton bales and

definition of

names of

cotton diplomacy

cotton embargo

cotton statistics (1861)

definition of

cotton gin

description of

Eli Whitney and

explanation of

impact of

purpose of

slavery and

Wilmot Proviso

Couch, Darius Nash

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Courtenay, Thomas Edgeworth

coal torpedoes

date and place of birth

death of

post Civil War

as Sheriff of St. Louis

courts, CSA

circuit courts

continuation of cases

Department Of Justice

old cases from the U. S. and

state courts

U. S. court system and

courts, U. S.

Chief Justice Roger Taney

Ex Parte Milligan (1866)

Judiciary Act of 1789

Judiciary Act of 1802

military tribunals

suspension of civil liberties

U. S. Supreme Court

covert action, CSA

definition of

James D. Bulloch

J. Franklin Stringfellow

Rose O’Neal Greenhow

Secret Line

Secret Service Bureau

Sons of liberty

Special and Secret Bureau of the War Department

Thomas N. Conrad

covert action, U. S.

Abraham Lincoln and

Allan Pinkerton

approval for

Copperheads

definition of

Edwin Stanton

Henry Shelton Sanford

journalists and

Lafayette C. Baker

Pinkerton agents

the president and

Thurlow Weed

Covode, John

date and place of birth

death of

Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War,

post Civil War

public service of

reputation of

Cox, Jacob Dolson

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

political service of

portrait of

post Civil War

Cox, Samuel Sullivan

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as newspaper publisher and editor

postbellum

as U. S. congressman

Cox, William Ruffin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Coxetter, Louis Mitchell

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

postbellum

as privateer

Cracker Line Operation

dates of

description of

purpose of

results of

Craig, Daniel H.

Crampton’s Gap, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Crane, C. H.: inspection report on Fort Delaware (September 3, 1863) [excerpts]

Crapo, Henry Howland

date and place of birth

death of

land speculation

as Michigan governor

postbellum

Crater, Battle of the

alternative name for

casualties

chronology

description of

illustration of

reasons for

results of

statistics for

Craven, Thomas Tingey

his brother

commands of

court-martial of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

post Civil War

Craven, Tunis Augustus Macdonough

his brother

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

the Tecumseh and

Crawford, Samuel Johnson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Kansas governor

military service of

political service of

Crawford, Samuel Wylie

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Creeks

alternative name for

Battle of Honey Springs

Douglas H. Cooper and

factions of

leaders of the Lower Creeks

Lower Creeks

Opothleyahola

territory of

Upper Creeks

Upper Creeks in Kansas

crimping

in Canada

crackdown on

crimps

definition of

financial rewards for

legality of

operations of

Crittenden, George Bibb

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Crittenden, John Jordan

Committee of Thirteen

compromise of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

family of

as a national figure

neutrality address

public service of

Crittenden, Thomas Leonidas

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Crittenden Compromise

explanation of

failure of

key parts of

Crocker, Marcellus Monroe

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Crook, George

and the Apaches

date and place of birth

education of

as Indian fighter

military career of

post Civil War

Cross Keys, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

illustration of

location of

results of

Croxton, John Thomas

Atlanta Campaign

date and place of birth

death of

education of

government service of

military career of

postbellum

Cruft, Charles

Battle of Stones River

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

postbellum

Cullum, George Washington

books written by

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

West Point and

Cumberland, Union Army of the

Battle Chattanooga

Battle of Chickamauga

Battle of Kennesaw Mountain

Battle of New Hope Church

Battle of Peachtree Creek

Battle of Resaca

Battle of Stones River

commanders of

corps of

George H. Thomas and

number of men in

reorganization of

William S. Rosecrans and

Cumberland River

basin area size

Civil War and

flow of

length of

Cumming, Alfred

Alabama brigade and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Cumming, Kate

date and place of birth

death of

A Journal of Hospital Life in the Confederate Army of Tennessee from the Battle of Shiloh to the End of the War

nursing career of

currency, Confederate

amount of

counterfeit

creation of the Confederate Treasury

denominations of

depreciation of

Currier & Ives

assassination of Lincoln

Civil War images

closing of firm

James Merritt Ives

lithograph of Monitor vs. Merrimac

Nathaniel Currier

Curry, Jabez Monroe

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

Curtin, Andrew Gregg

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Pennsylvania governor

as U. S. congressman

Curtis, Benjamin Robbins

date and place of birth

death of

defense of Andrew Johnson

education of

private law practice of

public service of

as Supreme Court justice

Curtis, Newton Martin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Curtis, Samuel Ryan

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

political service of

post Civil War

Cushing, Alonzo Hereford

at the Battle of Gettysburg

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Cushing, William Barker

Albemarle, CSS and

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

naval career of

portrait of

vindication of

Cushman, Pauline

birth name of

date and place of birth

death of

honorary commission of

marriage of

notoriety and

as Union spy

Custer, George Armstrong

chronology

during the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

education of

fighting Native Americans

flamboyance of

Little Big Horn

military actions of

My Life on the Plains

as national hero

photograph of

Sioux War (1876)

Cutler, Lysander

Battle of Globe Tavern

business interests

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

public service of

cyclorama

The Battle of Atlanta

of Civil War battles and campaigns

description of

Gettysburg Cyclorama

popularity of

Dabney, Robert Lewis

Austin Theological Seminary founding

Calvinism and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Hampden-Sydney and

ordination of

on slavery

Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson and

Dabney’s Mill, Battle of. See Hatcher’s Run, Battle of

Dahlgren, John Adolph Bernard

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

friendship with Abraham Lincoln

naval career of

ordinance development

photograph of

post Civil War

report on the Confederate torpedo boat David (October 7, 1863)

with the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron

Dahlgren, Ulric

Dahlgren Papers

date and place of birth

death of

Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid

military career of

wounding of

Dahlgren guns

alternative name for

appearance of

gunnery drill with an 11-inch pivot-mounted Dahlgren gun

heavy smoothbore muzzle-loading ordnance

howitzers

John A. Dahlgren and

rifled guns

sizes of

Daily Ledger

Daily Transcript

Dakota Sioux

Civil War and

composition of

Little Crow

number of Sioux convicted of capital offenses

Redwood Reservation

reservations

Sioux Uprising (Dakota War)

territory of

U. S. treaties with

Dakota Territory

economic mainstays of

establishment of

features of

federal outposts in

geographic location of

governors of

military units of

Minnesota Sioux Uprising and

population of (1860)

territorial capital

Dakota War of 1862. See Sioux Uprising

Dallas, Battle of

dates of

description of

engagements in

location of

results of

Dalton, First Battle of

casualties

dates of

description of

results of

Dana, Charles Anderson

date and place of birth

death of

as editor and newspaper publisher

education of

as special investigating agent

Dana, Napoleon Jackson Tecumseh

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Dana, Richard Henry, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Free Soil Party and

post Civil War

Two Years before the Mast

Daniel, Junius

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Darbytown, Battle of. See Deep Bottom, First Battle of

Darbytown and New Market Roads, Battle of

alternative names for

casualties

date of

description of

Daughters of the Regiment

and the 5th Rhode Island

alternative name for

duties of

paramilitary dress

women who held the position

David-Class torpedo boats

chronology

the David

design of

effect of

failure of

photograph of

spar torpedoes

Davidson, Henry Brevard

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Davidson, Hunter

Commodore Jones, sinking of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

Davies, Henry Eugene

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Davis, Charles Henry

Bureau of Navigation and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Davis, David

allegiance to the Republican Party

controversy of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

in Ex Parte Milligan

political service of

as Supreme Court Justice

as U. S. senator

Davis, George

as attorney general

clinical service of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

imprisonment of

Davis, Henry Winter

date and place of birth

death of

education of

public service of

as U. S. congressman

Davis, Jefferson Columbus

date and place of birth

death of

military actions of

military career of

shooting of General William Nelson

Davis, Jefferson Finis

amnesty proclamations of

cabinet of

chronology

criticism and

date and place of birth

death of

decision-making of

education of

“To the House of Representatives” (March 25, 1862)

imprisonment of

Inaugural Address (February 18, 1861)

Kansas-Nebraska Act

medical examination of, May 9, 1866 (Cooper)

military service

portrait of

as president of the Confederacy

proclamation suspending habeus corpus

pro-slavery resolutions

on regular army

response to Lincoln calling out militia

Sarah Dorsey and

as secretary of war

Southern loyalty to

treason charges against

as U. S. senator

Davis, Jefferson Finis, capture of

date of

description of

imprisonment

Davis, Joseph Robert

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Davis, Sam

date and place of birth

death of

and the Lost Cause myth

military career of

quoted

spying charges

wounding of

Davis, Varina Banks Howel

assistance to her husband

children of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Jefferson Davis: Ex-President of the Confederate States of America [excerpt]

marriage to Jefferson Davis

portrait of

Davis, William George Mackey

date and place of birth

death of

his father

military service of

politics of

post Civil War

Davis Bend, Mississippi

as independent freedmen’s community

Joseph Davis and

location of

as models slave community

as refugee camp

Dawes, Henry Laurens

date and place of birth

death of

education of

investigation of improprieties in U. S. Department of war

public service of

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Dawes, Rufus

book excerpt, Union account of the Battle of Gettysburg (1863)

letter about Grant (March 29, 1864)

Dayton, William Lewis

date and place of birth

death of

education of

New Jersey Supreme Court and

as U. S. minister to France

as U. S. senator

Dearing, James

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

wounding of

Deas, Zachariah Cantey

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

De Bow, James Dunwoody Brownson

during the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

De Bow’s Review

his defense of slavery

education of

founding a monthly magazine

University of Louisiana and

De Bow’s Review

during the Civil War

defense of slavery

original title of

subjects covered by

Debray, Xavier Blanchard

date and place of birth

death of

immigration of

military service of

post Civil War

Declaration of Paris

American objection to

Confederacy use of

purpose of

decorations

Deep Bottom, First Battle of

alternative names for

casualties

chronology

Confederacy use of

dates of

description of

outcome of

Deep Bottom, Second Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

location of

outcome of

Deep Run, Virginia, engagement at. See Franklin’s Crossing, Virginia, egagement at

Deere, John

advertising and

as a blacksmith

date and place of birth

death of

impact of his plows

portrait of

steel plow invention

Delafield, Richard

during the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

Deerfield Commission

education of

military career of

post Civil War

as superintendent of West Point

De Lagnel, Julius Adolph

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Delaware

abolitionist societies leaders

black population of (1860)

compensated emancipation plan

conscription in

contributions to the war

Fort Delaware

geographic location of

number of Delaware men serving in Civil War

Peace Convention

population of (1860)

pro Southern sympathies in

size of

slave escape routes in

Union loyalty

De Leon, Edwin

books of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as newspaper editor

as propagandist

Thirty Years of Life on Three Continents

The Truth about the Confederate States of America

demobilization, U. S.

Democratic Party

in the aftermath of the war

Alexander Hamilton and

Andrew Jackson and

areas of power

Copperheads

Free Soil Party

Jacksonian democracy

McClellan presidential candidacy

origins of

as party of states’rights

platform of (August 31, 1864)

priorities of

secession crisis and

slavery and

splintering of

Thomas Jefferson and

War Democrats

Dennis, Elias Smith

accusations against

date and place of birth

death of

marriage of

military career of

post Civil War

Dennison, William, Jr.

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Ohio governor

Dent, Frederick Tracy

command posts of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Department No. 1, Confederate

area encompassed by

commanders of

date created

demise of

Department No. 2, Confederate

absorption of

area encompassed by

commanders of

date created

desertion

death penalty and

definition of

factors promoting

General Order regarding (August 11, 1863)

in navies

punishment for

rate for Union Army

Deshler, James

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Seven Days’ Campaign

Destruction and Reconstruction: Personal Experiences of the Late War (Taylor)

De Trobriand, Philippe Régis Dénis de Keredern

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Four Years with the Army of the Potomac

military career of

post Civil War

Devens, Charles, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Devil’s Den, Battle of

date of

dead Confederate sharpshooter in

description of

results of

Devin, Thomas Casimer

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Dewey, George

date and place of birth

death of

education of

naval career of

post Civil War

U.S. Navy expansion and

A Diary from Dixie (Chesnut)

Diaspora, Confederate. See Confederate Diaspor

Dibrell, George Gibbs

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

Dickinson, Anna Elizabeth

as celebrity

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as orator

personal life of

as political activist and abolitionists

portrait of

What Answer?

Dilger, Hubert Anton Casimir

date and place of birth

death of

Medal of Honor

military career of

post Civil War

Dill, Benjamin Franklin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as newspaper editor

as a public voice

as publisher of the Memphis Appeal

Dinwiddie Courthouse and White Oak Road, Battles of

diplomacy, Confederate

belligerency status

British neutrality declaration

cotton and

date Confederacy formed

diplomatic recognition

diplomatic recognition with England

embargo on cotton exports

failure of

goals of Confederacy in going to war

international slave trade

James Bulloch and

in Mexico

neutrality

slavery and

Union blockade and

warships and

diplomacy, U. S.

with British

British construction of ironclad rams

British construction of warships

cease-fire negotiations

Charles Francis Adams and

Emancipation Proclamation

with France

naval blockade and

pressing issues for

with Russia

success of

Thomas H. Dudle

Treaty of Paris and

war reparations

William H. Seward and

discipline

alcohol and

Articles of War, U. S. Army Regulations

company punishment

Confederate Army discipline

Confederate Navy discipline

court-martial

court-martial, general

court-martial, summary

legal proceedings, levels of

major offenses

navy discipline

passive resistance to

punishment

punishment, navy

Reform Act of 1862

volunteers and

District Emancipation Act

compensation for slaves

date signed into law

purpose of

reactions to

results of

District of Columbia. See Washington, D. C.

Ditch Bayou, Battle of. See Lake Chicot, Battle of

Divers, Bridget

date and place of birth

Daughter of the Regiment and

her death

nicknames of

as nurse and coordinator

post Civil War

wartime reputation of

Dix, Dorothea Lynde

date and place of birth

death of

nursing career of

portrait of

post Civil War

as superintendent of Army nurses

Dix, John Adams

American flag dispatch

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

political service of

post Civil War

public service of

published books of

as secretary of the treasury

as U. S. senator

Dixie

current status of

definition of

as nickname

popularity of song

as song

theories of origin of

Dockery, Thomas Pleasant

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Dodge, Grenville Mellen

Council Bluffs Guards and

date and place of birth

death of

Dodge Commission

education of

military career of

as U. S. congressman

Doles, George Pierre

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

reputation of

Donelson, Daniel Smith

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

public service of

Doubleday, Abner

baseball and

date and place of birth

education of

at Fort Sumner

George G. Meade and

memoirs of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Douglas, Henry Kyd

date and place of birth

death of

education of

memoir excerpt about service with Stonewall Jackson (May 1862)

military career of

post Civil War

Douglas, Stephen Arnold

Abraham Lincoln and

Compromise of 1850

date and place of birth

death of

Democratic presidential candidate

Freeport Doctrine (August 27, 1858)

Kansas-Nebraska Act

Lincoln-Douglas debates

Manifest Destiny and

national recognition of

popular sovereignty and

public service of

on slavery

as U. S. senator

Douglas Landing, Arkansas, skirmish at

date of

location of

reason for

results of

Douglass, Frederick

birth name

books by

date and place of birth

death of

education of

The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass

as newspaper publisher

parents of

portrait of

post Civil War

as public speaker

slavery of

as U. S. consul general

his view of the Civil War

“What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” (July 5, 1852) address

William Lloyd Garrison and

Dow, Neal

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

military service of

post Civil War

prohibition and

public service of

Dowling, Richard William

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

reputation of

draft dodgers

definition of

draft laws, dates of

draft laws, reaction to

draft resistance

in the North

results of draft

in the South

Draft Riots (chronology)

Dranesville, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Drayton, Percival

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

portrait of

Drayton, Thomas Fenwick

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Dred: A Tale of the Dismal Swamp (Stowe)

Dred Scott case

Chief Justice Roger Taney’s opinion

circumstances, explanation of

Dred Scott

important Supreme Court cases related to slavery and the slave trade

Missouri Compromise and

Missouri Supreme Court decision

results of

ruling on

Scott v. Sanford (1857) [excerpts]

U. S. Supreme Court and

Drewry’s Bluff, First Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

location of

results of

Drewry’s Bluff, Second Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

Howlett Line

location of

results of

significance of

Droop Mountain, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

location of

results of

DuBose, Dudley McIver

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Dudley, Thomas Haines

date and place of birth

death of

James Dunwody Bulloch and

Laird rams, protest of

post Civil War

as U. S. consul in Liverpool, England

Duffié, Alfred Napoléon Alexandre

1st Rhode Island Cavalry and

capture of

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

personality of

post Civil War

Duke, Basil Wilson

capture of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Dumfries, Virginia, Stuart’s raid on

casualties

dates of

description of

forces involved in

results of

Duncan, Johnson Kelly

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

surrender of

Dunn’s Bayou, engagement at

Dunovant, John

date and place of birth

death of

excess drinking

military career of

post Civil War

tactical mistakes of

Du Pont, Samuel Francis

Blockade Board and

capture of Port Royal

chronology

corporal punishment and

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

letter about the Union Blockade (February 19, 1863) [excerpt]

Lighthouse Board and

naval career of

portrait of

U. S. Naval Academy and

Durant, Thomas Jefferson

date and place of birth

death of

Democratic Party loyalty

education of

Nathaniel Banks and

public service of

social and political reform of

Duryée, Abram

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Duryée’s Zouaves

165th New York and

Abram Duryée and

dates of

military actions of

reputation of

Dwight, William

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Dyer’s Compendium. See Compendium of the War of the Rebellion

Eads, James Buchanan

British recognition of

date and place of birth

death of

gunboats of

ironclads of

photograph of

post Civil War

river ironclads and

river monitors of

timberclads of

Early, Jubal Anderson

chronology

command, relieved of

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military actions of

military career of

popularity of

portrait of

post Civil War

Early’s Raid on Washington, D.C.

attack on Fort Stevens

chronology

description of

results of

significance of

withdrawal of Confederate forces

East, Union Department of the

commanders of

dates of

dissolution of

territory covered by

East Gulf Coast Blockading Squadron

commanders of

date established

responsibilities of

success of

Eastport, destruction of

East Tennessee, Confederate Army and Department of

area of

commanders of

date created

dissolution of

strength of

Eaton, Amos Beebe

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Ebenezer Church, Alabama, engagement at

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Echols, John

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Ector, Matthew Duncan

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Edmonds, Amanda: journal entry during the Second Vicksburg Campaign (July 13, 1863)

Edmonds, Sarah Emma

alias of

date and place of birth

death of

honorable discharge/pension

Nurse and Spy in the Union Army

nursing career of

photograph of

post Civil War

as spy

Edmondson, Isabella

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

smuggling activities

education

common schools

for the elite

field schools

focus of schools

impact of Civil War on

land grants

military science

Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act

orphan schools

public secondary schools (South)

publishing houses

school texts

of slaves

education, military. See military education

Edwards, Oliver

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

postbellum

Egan, Thomas Wilberforce

40th New York and

at Battle of Gettysburg

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Eldridge, E. J.: report on Andersonville Prison (May 6, 1864)

election of 1860, U. S.

Abraham Lincoln and

Breckinridge versus Bell

Civil War and

congressional results

Constitutional Unionists

electoral vote tally

Lincoln versus Douglas

results of

Stephen Douglas and

election of 1862, U. S.

Abraham Lincoln and

Emancipation Proclamation and

habeas corpus, suspension of

outcome of

results of 1862 midterm election in the House of Representatives

in U. S. House Of Representatives

in the U.S. Senate

war weariness and

election of 1863, CSA

anti-administration sentiment

length of time for

outcome of

political factions in

pro-administration sentiment

election of 1864, U. S.

Abraham Lincoln and

Andrew Johnson and

Democratic platform

dominant issues in

Emancipation Proclamation and

George B. McClellan and

outcome of

William Lloyd Garrison and

An Elementary Treatise on Advanced-Guard, Out-Post, and Detachment Service of Troops (Mahan)

Elizabeth City, Battle of

chronology

date of

description of

John Davis and

results of

Elkhorn Tavern, Battle of. See Pea Ridge, Battle of

Ellet, Alfred Washington

his brother

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

Mississippi Marine Brigade and

post Civil War

Ellet, Charles, Jr.

The Army of the Potomac and Its Mismanagement

Battle of Memphis

as civil engineer

death of

education of

military service of

portrait of

Ram Fleet

steam rams and

wounding of

Elliott, Stephen, Jr.

during the Battle of the Crater

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

sinking of the George Washington

wounding of

Elliott, Washington Lafayette

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Ellis, John Willis

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as North Carolina governor

Ellsworth, Ephraim Elmer

date and place of birth

death of

Fire Zouaves and

military career of

significance of his death

Ellsworth’s Zouaves

dates active

E. Elmer Ellsworth and

at First Battle of Bull Run

formal disbandment of

military actions of

number of men in

Elmira Prison, New York

conditions in

death rate in

destruction of

formation of

nickname for inmates

number of Confederate prisoners in

photograph of

Eltham’s Landing, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

William B. Franklin and

Elzey, Arnold

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Emancipation Day. See Juneteenth

Emancipation Proclamation

Abraham Lincoln and

Confiscation Acts

criticism of

date of signing

effect of

first announcement of

legal excuse to abolish slavery

”The Prayer of the Twenty Millions”

preliminary proclamation

slave freedom and

support for

Emerson, Ralph Waldo

“The American Scholar” address

date and place of birth

death of

education of

on the Emancipation Proclamation

on the Fugitive Slave Act

Harvard University and

intellectual legacy of

on John Brown

Nature

photograph of

transcendentalist movement

works of

Emmett, Daniel Decatur

date and place of birth

death of

“Dixie” (1860)

military service of

minstrel troupe of

post Civil War

as songwriter

Emory, William Hemsley

date and place of birth

death of

education of

at Fort Smith

military career of

XIX Corps and

Enchantress Affair

date of

explanation of

Jefferson Davis’s response to

outcome of the trial

piracy trial

public support for verdict

engineers

Confederate chief engineers

Confederate Corps of Engineers

military duties of

specific corps of engineers (U.S. Army)

Union engineers constructing a bridge

U. S. chief engineers

U. S. Corps of Engineers

U. S. Military Academy and

Enon Church, Battle of. See Haw’s Shop, Battle of

Enrolled Missouri Militia

activation of

anti-guerrilla warfare

date established

funding of

length of service in

organizational structure of

purpose of

as a truth citizen-soldier false

Enrollment Act

Ericsson, John

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Monitor, design of

portrait of

Princeton, design of

reputation of

Robert F. Stockton and

screw propeller design

Erlanger loan

commission percentage

cotton prices and

date of bond offering

estimated amount raised by

European investors and

explanation of

results of

the term “loan”

espionage in the Civil War

Allan Pinkerton

arms and ships purchasing

Bureau of Military Information

Charles P. Stone

Confederate secret missions

Confederate Secret Service Bureau

Confederate spy rings

Confederates spying advantages

Elizabeth Van Lew

expatriate marauders

foreign intelligence

Henry S. Sanford

Ignatius Pollaky

Jacob Thompson

J. Franklin Stringfellow

Lafayette C. Baker

Marsena R. Patrick

Mason/Slidell incident

Rose O’Neal Greenhow

success of

Thomas N. Conrad

Timothy Webster

Treason Bureau

Van Lew group

William Parson

An Essay on Calcareous Manures (Ruffin)

Etheridge, Lorinda Anna Blair

date and place of birth

death of

marriage of

military pension of

nursing career of

“Ethnogenesis” (Timrod)

Evans, Augusta Jane

as best-selling author

date and place of birth

death of

Macaria

marriage of

works of

Evans, Clement Anselm

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Evans, George Henry

the Advocate

date and place of birth

death of

History of the Origin of the Working Men’s Party

as publisher

Workingman’s Party

Evans, John

as Colorado Territory governor

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Illinois Medical Society, founding of

Illinois Republican politics and

Lincoln and

public service of

railroad development

Sand Creek Massacre

Evans, Nathan George

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

P. G. T. Beauregard and

post Civil War

Evarts, William Maxwell

Alabama claims tribunal

date and place of birth

death of

diplomacy of

education of

as secretary of state

as U. S. attorney general

Everett, Edward

date and place of birth

death of

education of

on the Kansas-Nebraska Act

as Massachusetts governor

as president of Harvard College

as secretary of state

speech at Gettysburg

supporting Lincoln

as Unitarian minister

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. minister to Great Britain

as U.S. senator

Ewell, Richard Stoddart

amputation

capture of

controversy of

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

during the Mexican-American War

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

wounding of

Ewing, Hugh Boyle

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

as U. S. minister to the Netherlands

Ewing, Thomas, Jr.

brothers of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Excelsior Brigade

120th New York Infantry and

Army of the Potomac reorganization and

Daniel E. Sickles and

initial deployment

Medals of Honor

military actions of

regiments of

Ex Parte Merryman

Abraham Lincoln and

explanation of

Habeas Corpus Act (1863)

impact of

John Merryman case

Roger B. Taney’s opinion

suspension of habeas corpus

Ex Parte Milligan

explanation of

Habeas Corpus Act (1863)

impact of

Lambdin P. Milligan

military commission trials of civilians

ruling of the Court

Ezra Church, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

outcome of

factory labor

demand for

employment of women and children

importance of

issues concerning workers

labor stoppages

technology and

wages and inflation

women at work in a munitions factory

factory system

antebellum agriculture

capitalistic development

civic republicanism and

definition of

economy of the South

industrialization and the rise of capitalism

moral economy and

Northern industrial concentration

public figures aiding factory system growth

Republican wartime economic agenda

wage laborers shortage

Fagan, James Fleming

Camden Expedition

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Fairbanks, Erastus

date and place of birth

death of

as Vermont governor

Fairfax Court House, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

Fairfax Court House, Virginia

forces involved in

results of

Fair Garden, Tennessee, engagement at

casualties

dates of

description of

results of

Fair Oaks, Battle of. See Seven Pines, Battle of

Fair Oaks and Darbytown Road, Battle of

casualties

dates of

description of

results of

Falling Waters, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Farley, Henry S.

Farnsworth, Elon John

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Farnsworth’s charge

Judson Kilpatrick and

military service of

Farragut, David Glasgow

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

portrait of

post Civil War

vice admiral rank

Fauntleroy, Charles Magill

date and place of birth

death of

ground combat

naval career of

post Civil War

Fayetteville, Battle of

Fayetteville, North Carolina, Union occupation of

dates of

description of

results of

Fayetteville Arsenal, North Carolina

Confederate government control of

date completed

labor force

location of

rifle production

seizure of

Fayetteville Road Fight. See Monroe’s Crossroads, Battle of

Featherston, Winfield Scott

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Fenton, Reuben Eaton

date and place of birth

death of

as Liberal Republican

as New York governor

portrait of

support for Lincoln

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Ferguson, Champ

battlefield atrocity of

date and place of birth

execution of

military actions of

as outlaw

surrender of

trial of

Ferguson, Samuel Wragg

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

personality of

postbellum

Ferrero, Edward

Battle of the Crater and

as dance instructor

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Ferry, Orris Sanford

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

Fessenden, Francis

date and place of birth

death of

education of

family of

Henry Wir trial and

military career of

post Civil War

Fessenden, James Deering

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

public service of

Fessenden, William Pitt

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Omnibus Revenue Act and

portrait of

post Civil War

scandal involving

Union fiscal policy and

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. secretary of the treasury

as U. S. senator

Field, Charles William

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

wounding of

field fortifications. See fortifications, field

Fifteen-Negro Law. See Twenty-Negro Law

Fifteenth Amendment

African American suffrage resolutions

black vote and

date ratified

evasion of

Fourteenth Amendment and black disenfranchisement

historian Goldwin Smith on

purpose of

repeal or restriction of

Republicans on voting rights

Fighting McCooks

Fillmore, Millard

after presidency

Anti-Mason Party state representative

during the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

education of

public service of

slavery

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. president

as U. S. vice president

Whig Party

film and the Civil War

The Birth of a Nation

The Blue and the Gray (1982)

The Civil War (Burns)

Cold Mountain (2003)

Friendly Persuasion (1956)

The General (1926)

Gettysburg (1993)

Glory (1989)

Gods and Generals (2003)

Gone with the Wind

The Horse Soldiers (1959)

Jezebel (1938)

The Little Colonel (1935)

The Littlest Rebel (1935)

Love Me Tender (1956)

Oldest Confederate Widow Tells All (1994)

The Raid (1954)

recent battle films

Red Badge of Courage (1951)

Shenandoah (1965)

silent film

A Southern Yankee (1948)

television

financing, CSA

agricultural products and

amount generated

bonds

Compulsory Funding Measure

inflation

property tax and

treasury notes

financing, U. S.

bank run

bonds

Bureau of Internal Revenue

comparative cost of America’s wars

greenbacks

Internal Revenue Act

Legal Tender Act

luxury tax

measures for

National Currency Act

progressive income tax

Salmon P. Chase and

state banknotes, surcharge on

success of

Finegan, Joseph

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Thanks of Congress to

Fingal, CSS

as the Atlantic

builder of

initial cruise

James D. Bulloch and

photograph of

purchaser of

rebuilding of

use of

Finley, Clement Alexander

Army Medical Corps expansion

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as U. S. Army surgeon general

U. S. Sanitary Commission, opposition to

Finley, Jesse Johnson

Confederate District Court judges

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

public service

Finley, Robert

Finney, Charles Grandison

Fire-Eaters

bipartisan convention of

definition

Democratic National Convention and

Edmund Ruffin

election of Abraham Lincoln

notable members

reinvigoration of

slavery and

success of

Fire Zouaves

See also Ellsworth’s Zouaves

First Hatcher’s Run. See Boydton Plank Road, Battle of

first shot of the Civil War

Abner Doubleday

Abraham Lincoln and

Citadel cadets

Edmund Ruffin

George Edward Haynesworth

Henry S. Farley

responsibility

Fish, Hamilton

during the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his father

photograph of

post Civil War

public service of

as secretary of state

Union Defense Committee

as U. S. senator

the Virginius Affair and

Fisher’s Hill, Battle of

casualties

chronology

description of

illustration of

results of

strength of forces in

Fisk, Clinton Bowen

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Price’s Missouri Raid

Fitzhugh, George

during the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

on slavery

writings of

Five Forks, Battle of

chronology

date of

description of

force strength

Killed, wounded, or captured

results of

significance of

sketch of

flags

Abraham Lincoln on

battle flags

battle honors

Bonnie Blue Flag

combat function

combat unit flags

Confederate national flag

importance of

volunteer company flags

Flanagin, Harris

as Arkansas governor

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

Fleetwood, Christian

Florida

Battle of Olustee

chronology

conscription and

contributions to Confederate war effort

date officially surrendered

Fort Clinch

Fort Pickens

importance to the Confederacy

Jacksonville

number of Floridians in Confederate military

population of (1860)

secession and

St. Augustine

Tallahassee

Florida, CSS

amount of damage caused by

armament

chronology

construction of

date officially commissioned

escape from Britain

first name of

illustration of

John D. Bulloch and

John N. Maffitt and

number of union ships taken by

sinking of

statistics

U. S. Wachusett attack on

Florida, Union Department of

area encompassed by

date established

incorporation of

Floyd, John Buchanan

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as major general of state troops

military service of

as secretary of war

as Virginia governor

Fogg, George Gilman

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as newspaper publisher and editor

as U. S. minister to Switzerland

as U. S. Senator

Fogg, Isabella Morrison

date and place of birth

death of

nursing career of

pension

U. S. Sanitary Commission

Fone, Eric

Foote, Andrew Hull

chronology

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

family of

Fort Donelson and

naval career of

portrait of

Foote, Henry Stuart

date and place of birth

death of

education of

peace settlement

public service of

as U. S. senator

foraging

Forbes, Edwin

Battle of Gettysburg painting

Civil War art of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper and

Life Studies portfolio

Thirty Years After: An Artist’s Story of the Great War


Force, Manning Ferguson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

war memoir

Ford, Antonia. See Willard, Antonia Ford

Ford’s Theatre

assassination of Abraham Lincoln

current use of

federal government purchase of

location of

original use of

President Abraham Lincoln’s box

foreign-born soldiers

the draft

ethnic units

Germans

hostility, discrimination against

Irish

Irish Brigade

mixed regiments

number of foreign-born soldiers

percentage in Union army

percentage of population as foreign-born (1860)

reasons for volunteering

Forney, John Horace

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Forney, William Henry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Forrest, French

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

Forrest, Nathan Bedford

Battle of Tupelo

business dealings

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

military service

portrait of

post Civil War

reputation of

surrender of

Forrest’s First Tennessee Raid

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

results of

Forrest’s Kentucky Raid

Forrest’s Second Tennessee Raid

casualties

dates of

description of

number of men in

significance of

success of

Forsyth, James William

date and place of birth

death of

education of

at Fort Riley

infamy of

instructions regarding guerrillas (November 27, 1864)

military career of

post Civil War

staff assignments

Wounded Knee confrontation

Fort Anderson, North Carolina

location of

naming of

Union capture of

Fort Bisland, Louisiana, engagement at. See Irish Bend and Fort Bisland, Louisiana, engagements at

Fort Blakely, Alabama, siege of

casualties

dates of

description of

Fort Brooke, Florida, engagements at

dates of

description of

results of

Fort Darling. See Drewry’s Bluff, First Battle of; Drewry’s Bluff, Second Battle of

Fort Davidson, Battle of. See Pilot Knob, Battle of

Fort Delaware prison, Delaware

armament of

construction of

escapes from

inspection report on (Crane)

location of

number of deaths in

number of prisoners at (1863)

problems with

sanitation

smallpox epidemic

as tourist place

Fort DeRussy, capture of

Fort Donelson, Battle of

armament of Fort Donelson

casualties

Charles F. Smith and

chronology

dates of

description of

Gideon J. Pillow

John B. Floyd

location of

Nathan Bedford Forrest

number of men at

officers at Fort Donelson

results of

Simon Bolivar Buckner

strength of forces at

Union naval attack on

Fort Fisher Campaign

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

fortifications and armament of Fort Fisher

Grant’s instructions concerning (January 3, 1865)

map of attack on Fort Fisher

Medals of Honor won at

the “Pulpit” Confederate position at Fort Fisher

reason for

results of

William Lamb

Fort Gibson, siege of

date of

description of

outcome of

Fort Gregg, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Fort Henry, Battle of

armament of Fort

battles of Fort Henry and Fort Donelson (Feb. 1862)

chronology

date of

description of

gunboats attacking and capturing Fort Henry

reason for

Fort Hindman, Battle of

casualties

chronology

description of

location and armament of Fort Hindman

ships involved in

Fort Huger, Virginia

artillery battery of

location of

purpose of

Union assault of

fortifications, field

accessory defenses

banquette

common shapes of

definition of field fortifications

major field fortifications

minor field fortifications

parapets

redan

tactical system

trace

Fort Jefferson and Fort Taylor, Florida

chronology

construction dates

current status of

location of

purpose of

size of Fort Jefferson

Fort Lafayette, New York

Fort Loudon, Battle of. See Fort Sanders, Battle of

Fort Macon, North Carolina, siege of

armament of Fort

casualties

chronology

commander of

dates of

description of

location of

reason for

results of

Fort McAllister, Georgia, capture of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Fort McAllister, Georgia, Union naval attacks on

date of

description of

monitors involved in

results of

Fort Monroe, Virginia

at conclusion of war

construction of

importance of

painting of

pivotal role in wartime slave issue

size of

Fort Morgan, Alabama

Battle of Mobile Bay

construction of

current status of

photograph of damage to

post Civil War

uses of

Fort Myers, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

civilians at

date of

description of

forces involved in

Fort Pickens, Florida

Adam Slemmer and

bombardments of

casualties

chronology

construction dates

design of

location of

naming of

purpose of

reinforcement of

significance of

Stephen Mallory and

truce of

William Chase and

Fort Pillow, Battle of

armament of Fort

casualties

chronology

current status of the sight of

date of

description of

fortifications of fort

Fort Pillow Massacre

Fort Pillow, Tennessee, capture of

armament and fortifications of

chronology

dates of

description of

location of

outcome of

Fort Pulaski, Georgia, reduction of

Charles H. Olmstead and

chronology

current status of

description of

fortifications of Fort

location of

naming of

Quincy A. Gillmore and

Fort Riley, Kansas

during the Civil War

construction of

current status of

importance of

mission of

naming of

primary job of

Fort Sanders, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

former name of

results of

Forts Jackson and St. Philip surrender

Fort Smith, Arkansas

date constructed

date reactivated

expansion of

uses of

Fort Stedman, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

outcome of

Fort Stevens, District of Columbia

armament of

Battle of Fort Stevens

expansion of

location of

Fort Sumter, South Carolina, Confederate bombardment of

Abraham Lincoln

casualties

chronology

date firing commenced

date firing recommenced

date of

defense firing

Francis W. Pickens

Jefferson Davis

map of Charleston Harbor and Fort Sumter (April 1861)

outcome of

P. G. T. Beauregard

resupplying of

surrender of

terms of capitulation

Fort Sumter, South Carolina, Dahlgren’s attacks on

casualties

chronology

city of Charleston

dates of

description of

outcome of

Union monitors involved in

Fort Sumter, South Carolina, Du Pont’s attack on

bombardment of Fort Sumter

casualties

description of

outcome of

Samuel F. Dupont

XV-inch Dahlgren gun

Fort Sumter, South Carolina, U.S. efforts to relieve

Abraham Lincoln

bombardment of

dates of

Fort Moultrie and

Gideon Welles

location of Fort Sumter

Military College of South Carolina

outcome of

Powhatan and

relief expeditions

Robert Anderson

seizure of federal assets

Star of the West

William Seward

Fort Taylor, Florida. See Fort Jefferson and Fort Taylor, Florida

Fort Wagner, South Carolina, siege of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

Fort Wagner, First Battle of

Fort Wagner, Second Battle of

Morris Island

Union assault on

Fort Warren, Massachusetts

current status of

location of

reputation of

uses of

Foster, John Gray

Blasting in Boston Harbor, Massachusetts: Removal of Tower and Corwin Rocks

date and place of birth

death of

education of

in Mexican-American War

as prodigy

wounding of

Foster, Robert Sanford

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Foster, Stephen Collins

alcoholism and

date and place of birth

death of

first printed song of

number of songs written

popular songs of

as prodigy

as songwriter

Fourmile Creek, Battle of. See Darbytown and New Market Roads, Battle of

Fourteenth Amendment

citizenship rights for former slaves

concerns of

date ratified

Dred Scott case

first section of

illegal immigration

as Reconstruction Amendment

Sections 1 to 4 of

Four Years with the Army of the Potomac (De Trobriand)

Fox, Gustavus Vasa

Abraham Lincoln and

as assistant secretary of the navy

his brother-in-law

date and place of birth

death of

diplomatic mission to Russia

education of

portrait of

France

American Civil War and

democracy and

geographic location of

Maximilian

in Mexico

Napoleon

population of (1861)

size of

withdrawal from Mexico

Franklin, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

illustration of

results of

statistics for

Franklin, William Buel

capture of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

wounding of

Franklin and Nashville campaign

dates of

description of

explanation of

map of Hood’s campaign (Sept.–Dec. 1864)

Franklin’s Crossing, Virginia, engagement at

date of

description of

outcome of

Fraser, Trenholm & Company

Frazer, John Wesley

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

surrender of

Fredericksburg, Confederate Department of

commanders of

date created

as District of Aquia

jurisdiction of

Fredericksburg, First Battle of

Abbott’s letter concerning (December 17, 1862)

Abraham Lincoln

Ambrose Everett Burnside and

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

explanation of

illustration of

map of

Marye’s Heights

results of

Robert E. Lee and

statistics for

Fredericksburg, Second Battle of

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Fredericksburg campaign

Ambrose Burnside

dates of

description of

Marye’s Heights

results of

freedmen

African American freedmen,

Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands

Emancipation Proclamation

end of Reconstruction and

Freedmen’s Bureau

number of

Thirteenth Amendment

Freedmen’s Bureau

alternative name for

Andrew Johnson and

bounties and

education and

funding of

hampering of

number of agents in

Oliver Otis Howard

purpose of

Freedmen’s Bureau Act (March 3, 1865) [excerpts]

Freedom Day. See Juneteenth

free labor

Abraham Lincoln on

contract labor

definition of

George Fitzhugh on

Homestead Act movement

Panic of 1857 and

slavery and

strategies dealing with slavery expansion

Freeport Doctrine

Abraham Lincoln and

explanation of

results of

Stephen A. Douglas and

Free Soil Party

dates of

influence and membership of

key issue of

nominees of

support of legislation

Frémont, Jessie Benton

birth name of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

her father

John C. Frémont and

marriage of

post Civil War

in presidential campaigning

writings of

Frémont, John Charles

Abraham Lincoln and

Bear Flag Republic of

birth name of

chronology

Corps of Topographical Engineers and

court-martial and conviction

date and place of birth

death of

emancipation proclamation of

exploratory expeditions

Indian massacre

military career of

parents of

portrait of

post Civil War

as presidential candidate

sobriquet of

as U. S. senator

Frémont’s Emancipation Proclamation

French, Samuel Gibbs

campaigns involved in

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

French, William Henry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

ineptitude of

military career of

post Civil War

French’s Field, Battle of. See Oak Grove, Battle of

Friends of Emancipation

Frietschie, Barbara

birth name of

date and place of birth

death of

fame of

Frontier, Union Army of the

Battle of Prairie Grove

date created

John M. Schofiel and

responsibility of

Front Royal, Battle of

casualties

description of

results of

strategic importance

Front Royal, Virginia, engagement at

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

results of

Frost, Daniel March

Camp Jackson militia camp

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

St. Louis Arsenal, plan to capture

Fry, Birkett Davenport

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

self-imposed exile

Fry, James Barnet

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Fry, Speed Smith

Camp Nelson scandal

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

Fugitive Slave Act (1793)

Fugitive Slave Act (1850)

Compromise of 1850 and

controversy

date partially repealed

date revoked

date signed

fugitive slaves lost by slaveholding states (1850)

Prigg v. Pennsylvania and

purpose of

slaves, returning of

Fuller, John Wallace

as a civilian

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Fullerton, J. S.: excerpt about Major General George H. Thomas at the Battle of Chickamauga (1887)

Furman, James Clement

date and place of birth

date ordained

death of

education of

Furman University and

as secessionist

Gaines Landing, Battle of

dates of

description of

Empress

Prairie Bird

results of

Gaines’ Mill, Battle of

battlefield dead

casualties

date of

description of

explanation of

results of

Galena, USS

conversion of

date commissioned

date condemned

date decommissioned

designer of

disappointment in

Drewry’s Bluff action

specifications of

speed of

Gallery of Illustrious Americans (Brady)

galvanized Yankees and galvanized rebels

Confederate prisoners and

explanation of

federal government position on

post Civil War

regiments of Galvanized Yankees

Union prisoners and

Galveston, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

explanation of

illustration depicting Confederate victory in

importance of

results of

Galveston, Texas

cotton shipment and

geography of

importance of

location of

natural disasters and

post Civil War

Union occupation of

Gamble, Hamilton Rowan

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Missouri chief justice

as Missouri governor

Gamble, William

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

photograph of

Gano, Richard Montgomery

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Gardner, Alexander

date and place of birth

death of

as photographer

photograph of the dead after the Battle of Antietam

post Civil War

Gardner, Franklin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

photograph of

Gardner, James

Augusta Constitutionalist

his brother

date and place of birth

education of

post Civil War

as publisher

Southern Field and Fireside

support of the Confederacy

Gardner, William Montgomery

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Garfield, James Abram

assassination of

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

portrait of

public service of

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. president

Garland, Samuel, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Garnett, Richard Brooke

arrest of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

at First Battle of Kernstown

military career of

portrait of

Garnett, Robert Selden

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Garrard, Kenner

as a civilian

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Garrett, Robert, & Sons, Inc. See Robert Garrett & Sons, Inc

Garrett, Thomas

African American protection of

arrest of

date and place of birth

death of

quoted on sheltering fugitives

trial of

Underground Railroad and

Garrison, William Lloyd

American Colonialization Society and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Francis Todd suit

on John Brown

The Liberator and

New England Antislavery Society and

as newspaper editor

portrait of

radical actions of

during Reconstruction

on slavery

on the U.S. Constitution

Garrott, Isham Warren

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

public offices of

Gartrell, Lucius Jeremiah

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

public offices of

as U. S. congressman

Gary, Martin Witherspoon

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Gatlin, Richard Caswell

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Gatling gun

caliber of

definition of

D. R. Williams

effectiveness of

John W. Ripley and

operation of

redesign of

U.S. Army purchase of

Wilson Ager’s gun

Geary, John White

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

photograph of

post Civil War

Gee, John H.

General Order No. 100

Article 21 of Lieber’s Code

Article 34 of Lieber’s Code

Emancipation Proclamation

enforcement of

formulation of

Francis Lieber and

influence of

Lieber’s Code

novelty of

number of articles in

purpose of

subjects covered by

General Order Regarding the Pardon of Deserters (August 11, 1863)

General War Order No. 1. See President’s General War Order No. 1

Georgia

African American population (1860) of

Chickamauga Campaign

conscription

contribution to Confederate cause

date readmitted to the Union

economy of

geographic location of

population of (1860)

secession

Sherman’s March to the Sea

size of

state militia

Georgia, Confederate Department of

area of

commander of

date created

purpose of

Special Order No. 190

Georgia, Union Army of

actions of

commander of

components of

date disbanded

Georgia, Union Department of

commanders of

date created

date dissolved

Georgia, USS

Georgia militia

Battle of Atlanta

combat of

commander of

Confederate conscription act

Honey Hill fight

Joseph E. Brown and

number of men in

German Americans in the Civil War

defining term “German Americans”

the Forty-Eighters

German regiments

number of men in

Pennsylvania Dutch

population of (1860)

prejudice against

principle population centers of

Getty, George Washington

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Gettysburg, Battle of

casualties

chronology

Confederate account of (Alexander) [excerpts]

dates of

description of

first day of battle

Fishhook defense

map of first day of (July 1, 1863)

map of second day of (July 2, 1863)

map of third day of (July 3, 1863)

number of men in

Peach Orchard fighting

photograph of Union and Confederate dead

results of

second day of fighting

significance of

statistics for

third day of fighting

Union account of, book excerpt (Dawes)

Union account of, letter concerning (Abbot)

Gettysburg Address

date of

Lincoln, photograph of

preparation of

reason for

significance of

timing of

Gettysburg Battlefield Memorial Association

Gettysburg Campaign

casualties

dates of

description of

map of Lee’s second invasion of the North (June–July 1863)

reasons for

results of

From Gettysburg to the Rapidan (Humphreys)

Gholson, Samuel Jameson

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

Gibbon, John

his brothers

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

photograph of

post Civil War

Second Bull Run Campaign and

during the Sioux War

Gibbs, Alfred

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Gibson, Randall Lee

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Giddings, Joshua Reed

date and place of birth

death of

portrait of

on slavery

as U. S. congressman

Gilbert, Charles Champion

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Gillem, Alvan Cullen

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Gillmore, Quincy Adams

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

photograph of

post Civil War

Gilmer, Jeremy Francis

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Gilmer, John Adams

Abraham Lincoln and

as Confederate congressman

date and place of birth

death of

as U. S. congressman

Gilmor, Harry Ward

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Gilmore, James Roberts

Abraham Lincoln and

books of

Continental Monthly and

date and place of birth

death of

Horace Greeley and

Jefferson Davis and

post Civil War

Gilmore, Joseph Albree

as a businessman

date and place of birth

death of

as New Hampshire governor

Gilmore, Quincy

Girardey, Victor Jean Baptiste

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

Gist, States Rights

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

Gladden, Adley Hogan

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Glasgow, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Globe Tavern, Battle of

Battle of Jerusalem Plank Road

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

explanation of

Globe Tavern

results of

Second Battle of Deep Bottom and

Glorieta Pass, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

outcome of

Godwin, Archibald Campbell

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

photograph of

Goggin, James Monroe

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Going with the Wind (Mitchell)

gold hoax

Abraham Lincoln and

explanation of

Joseph Howard Jr. and

Goldsboro, North Carolina

location of

significance of

Union forces and

Goldsborough, John Rodgers

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

Goldsborough, Louis Malesherbes

date and place of birth

death of

letter warning about CSS Virginia (October 17, 1861)

naval career of

portrait of

postbellum

Gone with the Wind (Mitchell)

Gooding, James H.: letter protesting unequal pay for African American troops (September 28, 1863)

Goodwin, Ichabod

date and place of birth

death of

as New Hampshire governor

Gordon, George Henry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Gordon, George Washington

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Gordon, James Byron

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

Gordon, John Brown

Battle of Cedar Creek, account of (book excerpt)

Bloody Angle, account of (book excerpt)

chronology

Confederate religious revival, book excerpt on

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

portrait of

post Civil War

Reminiscences of the Civil War

Gorgas, Josiah

as chief of ordinance

date and place of birth

death of

diary entries regarding a Confederate victory

diary entry about Confederate defeats at Gettysburg and Vicksburg

diary entry about ordnance and the winter of 1864

diary entry about Southern optimism (September 14, 1862)

education of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Gosport Navy Yard. See Norfork Navy Yard

Govan, Daniel Chevilette

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Gracie, Archibald, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Grady, Henry Woodfin

date and place of birth

death of

his father

influence of

as a journalist

“The New South” speech

Graham, Charles Kinnaird

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Graham, Strader v. See Strader v. Graham

Graham, William Alexander

as Confederate secretary of the navy

date and place of birth

death of

education of

opposition to Jefferson Davis

as U. S. senator

grain supplies, Northern

British and French reliance on

Cotton Diplomacy

diplomacy and

Gramd Gulf, Battle of

Granbury, Hiram Bronson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Grand Army of the Republic

African American veterans and

first national commander

first post of

goals of

growth of

influence of

involved in politics

lobbying of

as moribund

organizers of

Republican Party and

Grand Gulf, Battle of

chronology

date of

description of

ironclads in

reason for

results of

Grand Review of the Armies

chronology

criticism of

date of

photograph of

route of

Sherman’s armies

VI Corps

Granger, Gordon

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Grant, Julia Dent: memoir excerpt on running the blockade at Vicksburg (1863)

Grant, Lewis Addison

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Grant, Ulysses Simpson

Abraham Lincoln quoted on

birth name

Chattanooga campaign

chronology

as commanding general of the armies

correspondence with Porter about cooperation at Vicksburg (March 29, 1863)

date and place of birth

death of

demand for surrender (February 16, 1862)

his drinking

education of

essay excerpt on the recollections of (Byers)

Fort Fisher, instructions concerning (January 3, 1865)

letter about (Dawes)

letter about (Meade)

memoir excerpt about the Second Vicksburg Campaign (1863)

Memoirs (1885)

messages (two) to Sheridan (August 16, 1864)

in the Mexican-American War For

military career of

Personal Memoirs of U. S. Grant (events of July 1861) [excerpt]

portrait of

post Civil War

prisoner exchanges

report on conditions in the South (December 18, 1865)

report to Henry Halleck (May 11, 1864)

Southeast Missouri Military District command

strategic plans of

surrender terms (April 9, 1865)

Union river campaigns

as U. S. president

Vicksburg capture

Grant and Sibley court-martial. See Sibley and Grant court-martial

Grant’s anti-Jew order

Abraham Lincoln and

background of

date issued

public outrage

Gratiot Street and Myrtle Street Federal Military Prisons, St. Louis

Gravel Hill, Battle of. See Deep Bottom, First Battle of

Gray, Henry

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as U. S. congressman

Grayson, John Breckenridge

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Great Bethel, Battle of. See Big Bethel, Battle of

Great Britain

bounty brokers

British cabinet view of the Civil War

Conservative Party

foreign enlistment problem

impressment problems

lower working classes

noninterference policy of

public opinion about the Civil War

shipbuilding for the Confederacy

support for the Confederacy

support for the North

textile interests

the Trent Affair

Great Locomotive Chase

See also Andrew’s Raid

The Great Rebellion: Its Secret History, Rise, Progress, and Disastrous Failure (Minor)

Greeley, Horace

The American Conflict

date and place of birth

death of

Log Cabin and

New-Yorker and

New York Tribune and

portrait of

”The Prayer of the Twenty Millions”

during Reconstruction

as U. S. congressman

views of

Green, J. F.

Green, Martin Edwin

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Green, Thomas

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

praise for

Greenback Raid. See Mosby’s West Virginia Raid

greenbacks

amount issued

definition of

demand notes

gold and silver hoarding

Legal Tender Act

National Banking Act

as specie-backed currency

value fluctuations

Greenbrier River, Battle of

casualties

date of

results of

Greene, George Sears

date and place of birth

death of

education of

The Greenes of Rhode Island

Military career of

Greene, Samuel Dana

date and place of birth

death of

education of

naval career of

Greenhow, Rose O’Neal

arrest of

date and place of birth

death of

influence of

intelligence reports (July 31–August 9, 1861)

marriage of

My Imprisonment and the First Year of Abolition Rule in Washington

photograph of

as a spy

Thomas Jordan and

tribunal hearing

Green River, Battle of. See Rowlett’s Station, Battle of

Greer, Elkanah Brackin

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Gregg, David McMurtrie

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

The Second Cavalry Division of the Army of the Potomac in the Gettysburg Campaign

Gregg, John

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Gregg, Maxcy

An Appeal to the State Rights Party of South Carolina

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Gregg, William

date and place of birth

death of

Graniteville Manufacturing Company.

Gresham, Walter Quintin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Grier, Robert Cooper

date and place of birth

death of

as district court judge

Dred Scott v. Sandford

education of

Ex Parte McCardle

Ex Parte Milligan

Moore v. People of Illinois

United States v. William Smith

as U. S. Supreme Court justice

Grierson, Benjamin Henry

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

notoriety of

portrait of

post Civil War

Grierson’s Raid

casualties

chronology

description of

reason for

results of

Griffin, Charles

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

reputation of

at West Point

Griffin, Simon Goodell

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Griffing, Josephine Sophia White

antislavery lecturer

date and place of birth

death of

Freedmen’s Bureau and

marriage of

National Woman Suffrage Association and

writings of

Griffith, Richard

death of

education of

military service of

Grimes, Bryan

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

Grimes, William

Grimké, Sarah Moore

American Slavery as It Is: Testimony of a Thousand Witnesses

date and place of birth

death of

An Epistle to the Clergy of the Southern States

Equality of the Sexes

her sister

photograph of

Society of Friends (Quakers) and

Grimké Weld, Angelina Emily

American Slavery as It Is: Testimony of a Thousand Witnesses

“An Appeal to the Women of the Republic”

date and place of birth

death of

her sister

Letters to Catharine Beecher

marriage of

the Quakers and

Grinnell, Josiah Bushnell

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Grinnell College

post Civil War

Town of Grinnell, founding of

as U.S. congressman

Griswold & Gunnison

African American wages

Arvin W. Gunnison

pistol manufacturing

Samuel Griswold

Griswoldville, Battle of

casualties

description of

location of

outcome of

Grose, William

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

Grover, Cuvier

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Groveton, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

outcome of

Grow, Galusha Aaron

death of

education of

as Speaker of the House

as U. S. congressman

Guard Hill, Virginia, engagement at. See Front Royal, Virginia, Engagement at

guerrilla warfare

in the border states

bushwhackers

Confederate government and

definition of

depiction of Confederate guerrillas

instructions regarding guerrillas (Forsyth)

Jayhawks

Ku Klux Klan

Lawrence, Kansas attack

notorious partisan bands

outlaws and

Partisan Ranger Act (1862)

Quantrill

Redlegs

Union antiguerrilla operations

Gulf, Confederate District of the

area of

date formally established

dissolution of

Gulf Blockading Squadron

commanders of

distance covered by

military actions of

separation of

Ship Island

William McKean and

William Mervine and

Gulf of Mexico

exploration of

geographic location of

Gulf Blockading Squadron

importance of

size of

Straits of Florida

gunboats, Confederate. See Cottonclads

Gurowski, Adam

books of

correspondence of

date and place of birth

death of

as State Dept. translator

Guthrie, James

during the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

government positions of

Washington Peace Conference and

habeas corpus, writ of, CSA

definition of

Jefferson Davis and

public opposition to

suspensions of

habeas corpus, writ of, U. S.

Abraham Lincoln and

Article 1, Section 9, U.S. Constitution and

definition of

Ex Parte Milligan and

in federal court

operation of

Habeas Corpus Act (1863)

Hacker, J. David

Hagerstown, Battle of. See Williamsport, Battle of, and Confederate escape across the Potomac

Hagood, Johnson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Hahn, Michael

date and place of birth

death of

as Louisiana governor

post Civil War

as publisher and editor

as U. S. congressman

Hainesville, Battle of. See Falling Waters, Battle of

Hall, Maria M. C.

date and place of birth

death of

nursing career of

post Civil War

at U. S. Naval Academy

Hall, Norman Jonathan

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

Hall, Willard Preble

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

as Missouri governor

Halleck, Henry Wager

Abraham Lincoln and

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Elements of Military Art and Science

letter to Secretary of War Stanton (May 22, 1862)

during the Mexican-American War

military career of

photograph of

post Civil War

Ulysses S. Grant and

Halpine, Charles Graham

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as newspaper editor/owner

post Civil War

writings of

Halstead, Murat

Cincinnati Commercial and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

portrait of

post Civil War

Standard Union and

as war correspondent

Hamblin, Joseph Eldridge

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Hamilton, Andrew Jackson

date and place of birth

death of

as military governor of Texas

military service of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

Hamilton, Charles Smith

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Hamilton, Schuyler

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Hamlin, Charles

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his father

military service of

post Civil War

Hamlin, Cyrus

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Hamlin, Hannibal

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Maine governor

in Maine legislature

portrait of

Ulysses S. Grant and

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

as U. S. vice president

Hammond, James Henry

“Cotton Is King” speech

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as newspaper owner

as South Carolina governor

speech to the Senate (March 4, 1858) [excerpt]

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

his view of slavery

Hammond, William Alexander

court-martial of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Edwin M. Stanton and

Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion

military service of

as surgeon general

Hampton, Wade

date and place of birth

death of

education of

First Battle of Fredericksburg

Gettysburg Campaign

Hampton Legion

military service of

Peninsular Campaign and

portrait of

post Civil War

Reconstruction and

as South Carolina governor

as state senator

Hampton Legion

alternative names for

military actions of

official name of

Wade Hampton and

Hampton Roads, Battles of

Beaufort

chronology

Congress

Cumberland

dates of

description of

Franklin Buchanan

Jamestown

John L. Worden

Minnesota

Monitor

outcome of

Patrick Henry

Raleigh

reason for

Roanoke

significance in naval warfare

statistics for

St. Lawrence

Teaser

USS Monitor and CSS Virginia engaged in combat

Virginia

Hampton Roads, Virginia

date first settled

first balloon reconnaissance

location of

name, explanation of

Union use of

USS Monitor and CSS Virginia battle

Hampton Roads Peace Conference

Abraham Lincoln and

date of

demands of Abraham Lincoln

Frances P. Blair and

participants in

River Queen meeting place

Hampton-Rosser cattle raid

casualties

dates of

description of

outcome of

reason for

Hancock, Cornelia

date and place of birth

death of

nursing career of

post Civil War

Hancock, Winfield Scott

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

nomination for president

portrait of

post Civil War

wounding of

Hanover, battle of

casualties

date of

effect of

explanation of

reason for

Hanover Court House, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

effect of

reason for

results of

Hanovertown, Battle of. See Totopotomoy Creek, Battle of

Hanson, Roger Weightman

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

as prisoner of war

Hardee, William Joseph

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Hardee’s Tactics

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

surrender of

Hardee’s Tactics

basis for

influence of

innovations

official title of

shortcomings of

use of

William J. Hardee and

Hardeman, William Polk

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Hardie, James Allen

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Hardin, Martin Davis

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Hardinge, Samuel

hardtack

history of

ingredients of

insects and

names for

shelf life of

size of

Harker, Charles Garrison

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Harlan, James

Abraham Lincoln and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

public service of

as U. S. senator

as Whig

Harpers Ferry, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

Henry W. Halleck and

industry

Harpers Ferry, Virginia

chronology

importance of

John Brown’s raid on

location of

Mosby’s raid on

photograph of

Stonewall Jackson’s capture of

Union correspondence relating to Harpers Ferry (Jones: April 18 and 20, 1861)

West Virginia and

Harpers Ferry, Virginia, John Brown’s raid on

casualties

dates of

description of

John Brown’s trial and execution

location of

as a natural trap

number of slaves in

plan for

Harper’s Weekly

contents of

cover of March 19, 1864 edition

date first published

demise of

Fletcher Harper and

Harper’s Monthly

illustrations and

Indian Wars and

political cartoons

popularity of

reputation of

rival of

slavery

Thomas Nast and

war illustrations

Harris, Elizabeth

date and place of birth

death of

Ladies’ Aid Society of Philadelphia

nursing career of

post Civil War

reputation of

Harris, Isham Green

date and place of birth

death of

education of

during the first year of the Civil War

military service of

photograph of

post Civil War

as Tennessee governor

as U. S. representative

Harris, Nathaniel Harrison

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

surrender of

Harris, Thomas Maley

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Harrison, Benjamin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as a lawyer

military service of

reelection failure

reputation of

This Country of Ours

as U. S. president

as U. S. senator

Harrison, Henry Thomas

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

as a scout

as a spy

Harrison, James Edward

his brother

community named for

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

public service of

Harrison, Thomas

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Harrison’s landing letter

Abraham Lincoln and

George B. McClellan and

motives involved in

points made in

purpose of

Harrow, William

Abraham Lincoln and

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Hart, John Elliott

date and place of birth

education of

naval career of

ships served aboard

suicide of

Hartford, USS

armament of

during the Civil War

date launched

post Civil War

sinking of

specifications of

Hartranft, John Frederick

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Hartsuff, George Lucas

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Harvey, Cordelia Perrine

Abraham Lincoln and

date and place of birth

death of

marriage of

nursing career of

as Western Sanitary Commission agent

Wisconsin Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home

Harvey, Louis Powell

as businessman

date and place of birth

death of

as editor

education of

elected offices of

as Wisconsin governor

Hascall, Milo Smith

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Haskin, Joseph Abel

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Hatch, Edward

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Hatch, John Porter

his command of cavalry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Medal of Honor

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Hatcher’s Run, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, Union assault on

capture of Confederate forts Clark and Hatteras

chronology

description of

reason for

results of

Samuel Barron and

ships involved in

significance of

Silas H. Stringham and

Hatton, Robert Hopkins

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as U. S. congressman

Haupt, Herman

administration of wartime railroads

civil engineering and

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

portrait of

post Civil War

Hawes, James Morrison

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Hawes, Richard

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Kentucky governor

military service of

post Civil War

Hawe’s Shop, Battle of. See Haw’s Shop, Battle of

Hawkins, John Parker

all-black division command

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Hawks, Esther Hill

Hawley, Harriet Foote

date and place of birth

death of

as an invalid

marriage of

nursing career of

Hawley, Joseph Roswell

as Connecticut governor

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as newspaper editor

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Haw’s Shop, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

outcome of

reason for

strength of forces involved

Hawthorne, Nathaniel

on the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

education of

The House of the Seven Gables

The Marble Faun

novels of

political appointments of

portrait of

reputation of

The Scarlet Letter

Hay, John C.

diary entry about the Battle of Chickamauga and its aftermath (September 27, 1863)

diary entry about the Spencer Repeating Rifle

Hay, John Milton

Abraham Lincoln: A History

date and place of birth

death of

diplomacy of

education of

Hay-Pauncefote Treaty

Hay’s Open Door Policy

military ranks of

portrait of

public offices of

as secretary to President Lincoln

Treaty of Paris and

Hayes, Rutherford Birchard

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as Ohio governor

presidential election results

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. president

wounding of

Hayne, Paul Hamilton

date and place of birth

death of

as editor

education of

as poet

reputation of

Hays, Alexander

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

wounding of

Hays, Harry Thompson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Hays, William

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Hazen, William Babcock

controversy involving

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Head of Passes, Battle of

chronology

date of

description of

outcome of

as “Pope’s Run”

ships involved in

Hébert, Louis

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

Hébert, Paul Octave

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Louisiana governor

military service of

postbellum

Heckman, Charles Adam

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

postbellum

as prisoner of war

Heintzelman, Samuel Peter

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Helena, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

outcome of

reason for

Helm, Benjamin Hardin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Lincoln’s reaction to

military service of

Helper, Hinton Rowan

as American Council in Buenos Aires

date and place of birth

education of

The Impending Crisis of the South: How to Meet It

Reconstruction and

reputation of

suicide of

Hendricks, Thomas

as commissioner of the General Land Office

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Indiana governor

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. vice president

Henrico, Confederate Department of

area of

commander of

date discontinued

date established

John H. Winder and

“Winder’s Plug Uglies”

Henry, Joseph: letter regarding Lowe’s balloon (June 21, 1861)

Henry repeating rifle

ammunition

in the Battle of Franklin

Benjamin Tyler Henry and

Confederacy and

disadvantages of

illustration of

loading and firing of

number manufactured

Oliver Winchester and

rate of fire

specifications of

Winchester Model 1866 and

Winchester Repeating Arms Company

Herndon, William Henry

abolitionism

Abraham Lincoln and

as biographer of Lincoln

date and place of birth

death of

education of

portrait of

public service of

Herron, Francis Jay

date and place of birth

death of

Medal of Honor

military career of

post Civil War

Heth, Henry

at the Battle of Gettysburg

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Hickenlooper, Andrew

date and place of birth

death of

education of

important services of

military service of

post Civil War

Hickenlooper’s Battery

Andrew Hickenloope and

Battle of Corinth

Battle of Shiloh

date mustered into service

date mustered out of service

number of members killed

siege of Vicksburg

XVII Corps in Tennessee

Hicks, Thomas Holliday

Baltimore Riot

date and place of birth

death of

as Maryland governor

public service of

as U. S. senator

Higgins, Edward

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

post Civil War

Higginson, Thomas Wentworth

advocacy of abolition

date and place of birth

death of

education of

John Brown and

military service of

rescue of Anthony Burns

A Ride through Kansas

Secret Six involvement

High Bridge, Battle of

dates of

description of

location of

outcome of

Hill, Adams Sherman

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Independent News Room Service

New York Tribune and

noteworthy books of

Hill, Ambrose Powell

alternative name for

at Bristoe Station

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

illnesses of

military career of

portrait of

Hill, Benjamin Harvey

in Confederate Senate

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Provisional Confederate Congress and

Reconstruction and

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Hill, Benjamin Jefferson

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Hill, Daniel Harvey

in academia

chronology

his criticism of the war

date and place of birth

death of

education of

essay on the Battle of Chickamauga (excerpt)

military career of

photograph of

post Civil War

published works of

as publisher

surrender of

Hilton Head Island, Battle of. See Port Royal Sound, Battle of

Hincks, Edward Winslow

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

wounds of

Hindman, Thomas Carmichael

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

wounding of

Hines, Thomas Henry

capture of

date and place of birth

death of

espionage

military career of

Northwest Conspiracy

post Civil War

Hines’s Indiana Raid

dates of

description of

Thomas Henry Hines and

Historical Sketches of the Chatham Artillery (Jones)

“The History of a Campaign That Failed” (Twain)

History of Merchant Shipping and Ancient Commerce (Lindsay)

The History of the Confederate Powder Works (Rains)

History of the Origin of the Working Men’s Party (Evans)

Hitchcock, Ethan Allen

Abraham Lincoln and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

espionage and

military career of

as Military Division of the Pacific commander

parents of

as West Point commandant

H. L. Hunley, CSS

chronology

design of

historical achievement of

Horace L. Hunley and

illustration of

loss of

number of crew

operations of (Tomb and Green: March 7, 1864, and January 1865)

Pioneer

propulsion

salvage of

sinking of

sinking of the Housatonic

specifications of

speed of

Hobson, Edward Henry

at the Battle of Buena Vista

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Hodge, George Baird

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Hodgers, Jennie. See Cashier, Albert D. J.

Hoffman, William

as commissar general of prisoners

date and place of birth

death of

education of

photograph of

post Civil War

Hoge, Jane Currie Blaikie

date and place of birth

death of

education of

marriage of

Mary A. Livermore and

U. S. Sanitary Commission and

Hogg, Joseph Lewis

date and place of birth

death of

public service of

Texas Secession Convention and

Hoke, Robert Frederick

at Battle of Plymouth

date and place of birth

death of

education of

at First Battle of Fredericksburg

military service of

post Civil War

at Second Battle of Drewry’s Bluff

surrender of

wounding of

Hoke’s Run, Battle of. See Falling Waters, Battle of

Holbrook, Frederick

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Vermont governor

in Vermont Senate

Holcombe, James Philemon

as Confederate Commissioner to Canada

Confederate House of Representatives

date and place of birth

death of

education of

postbellum

Holden, William Woods

date and place of birth

death of

impeachment of

Kirk-Holden War

Ku Klux Klan and

as North Carolina governor

as provisional governor of North Carolina

as publisher/editor

secession and

Hollins, George Nichols

chronology

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

post Civil War

Holly Springs, Mississippi, raid on

chronology

description of

reason for

results of

Robert C. Murphy and

Holmes, Oliver Wendel, Jr.

The Common Law

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his father

military service of

notable military experience

portrait of

story about Lincoln

as U. S. Supreme Court justice

wounding of

Holmes, Sarah Katherine Stone

date and place of birth

death of

education of

her journal

marriage of

Holmes, Theophilus Hunter

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

physical malaises

post Civil War

Holt, Joseph

Bureau of Military Justice and

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

as judge advocate general of the army

as overseer of federal case against Lincoln conspirators

Holtzclaw, James Thaddeus

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

home front, Confederate

Abraham C. Myers and

Confederate Quartermaster Dept.

Conscription Act (1863) and

depiction of Confederate bread riots

difference from Union homefront

different home fronts in the South

government support for white women

home front warriors

income tax

inflation and wages

management of slave population

peace movement

percentage of Confederates dead in the war

price gouging

race and class

recovery of the South

slaves and

violence on the home front

women and

home front, Union

agricultural interests, boost in

business owners

children and

class conflict

conscription

difference from Confederate homefront

emancipation of slaves

Homestead Act

immigration

inflation

labor activism

New York City Draft Riots

self-identity and vocations of women

women and

working-class whites

Homer, Winslow

date and place of birth

death of

depicting battle scenes

education of

Harper’s Weekly illustrations

landscape paintings of

photograph of

post Civil War

Prisoners at the Front

reputation of

Watercolors of

Yankees Sharpshooter

Homestead Act

alternative visions for land sale

benefits of

capitalism and

date signed into law

excerpt from

fee imposed upon

Galusha Grow and

homestead legislation

land-reform activism

legacy of

purpose of

requirements of

settler and his homestead claim

Honey Hill, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

location of

results of

Honey Springs, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

reasons for

results of

strength of forces at

Hood, John Bell

chronology

correspondence with William T. Sherman

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

wounding of

Hood’s Tennessee Campaign. See Franklin and Nashville Campaign

Hood’s Texas Brigade

3rd Arkansas Infantry and

18th Georgia Infantry and

battles of

commanders of

effectiveness of

naming of

organization of

Peninsula Campaign

Second Battle of Bull Run

Hooker, Joseph

Chancellorsville Campaign

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Lincoln’s letter to

military career of

nickname of

portrait of

relieved of command

reputation of

Hopkins, Juliet Ann Opie

burial of

date and place of birth

death of

First Alabama Hospital

marriage of

as volunteer hospital organizer

Horse Landing, Battle of

casualties

Columbine and

date of

description of

hospitals, military

Ambrose Burnside and

ambulance corps

Carver General Hospital, Washington, D.C.

Chimborazo Hospital

Christian Commission

civilians and

Confederate Medical Service

division-level field hospitals

evolution of medical care

Fredericksburg Campaign and

garrison hospitals/dispensaries

general hospitals

hospital trains

Jonathon Letterman and

nursing profession and

pavilion hospitals

regimental band members, responsibilities of

regimental hospital

regimental sergeant

specialized hospitals

Turner’s Lane General Hospital

Union army surgeon prepares to amputate

U.S. Navy hospitals

U. S. Sanitary Commission

Young Men’s Christian Association

hospital ships

administrative organizations of

Catholic Sisters of the Holy Cross,

City of Memphis

Confederacy and

D. A. January

Daniel Webster

mortality rate

number of Union casualties transported by

Red River

riverboats

Hotchkiss, Jedediah

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Loch Willow Academy and

military career of

post Civil War

significance of

Hotze, Henry

date and place of birth

death of

the Index: A Weekly Journal of Politics, Literature, and News

military career of

post Civil War

as propagandists

racial opinions of

as speechwriter

as translator

Housatonic, USS

armament

date commissioned

illustration of

naval actions of

sinking of

specifications of

uniqueness of

The House of the Seven Gables (Hawthorne)

Houston, Samuel

the Cherokees and

date and place of birth

death of

marriage of

as president of Texas

as Tennessee governor

as Texas governor

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Hovey, Alvin Peterson

date and place of birth

death of

as Indiana governor

Indiana Supreme Court member

military service of

postbellum

report on the Battle of Champion Hill (May 25, 1863)

as U.S. Congressman

Howard, Joseph, Jr.

arrest and imprisonment of

conduct of (unscrupulous)

date and place of birth

death of

Goal Hoax (1864) and

Henry Ward Beecher and

“Howard’s Column”

national notoriety of

New York Times and

post Civil War

Howard, Oliver Otis

Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Land and

characteristics of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

establishment of Howard University

military career of

peacetime assignments

portrait of

post Civil War

Thanks of Congress to

wounding of

Howe, Albion Parris

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Howe, Julia Ward

achievements of

“The Battle Hymn of the Republic” (1861)

date and place of birth

death of

marriage of

portrait of

as suffragist

Howe, Samuel Gridley

as abolitionist

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Freedman’s Inquiry Commission and

in Greece

New England Asylum for the Blind and

Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind and

post Civil War

U. S. Sanitary Commission and

Hudson, Fredric

date and place of birth

death of

Journalism in the United States from 1690 to 1872

as journalist

New York Herald and

reputation of

Huger, Benjamin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

investigation of

military career of

military service of

relieved of command

Humes, William Young Conn

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

Humphreys, Andrew Atkinson

campaign studies published

as chief of Army Corps of Engineers

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Humphreys, Benjamin Grubb

date and place of birth

death of

education of

injury of

military service of

as Mississippi governor

Hunt, Henry Jackson

artillery and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Instructions for Field Artillery

Joseph Hooker and

military career of

photograph of

post Civil War

Hunter, David

1st South Carolina Volunteer Infantry

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

emancipation order of

military career of

portrait of

wounding of

Hunter, Robert Mercer Taliaferro

chronology

in the Confederate Senate

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Hampton Roads Peace Conference

post Civil War

Tariff Act (1857) and

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

in the Virginia General Assembly

Hunter’s Raid

dates of

description of

outcome

reason for

Hunton, Eppa

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Huntsville, Alabama

population (1860)

significance of

Union occupation of

Hurlbut, Stephen Augustus

corruption, incompetence of

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

as U. S. ambassador to Peru

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. minister Columbia

Huse, Caleb

as Confederate purchasing agent

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

Île à Vache. See Vache Island, Haiti

Illinois

29th U.S. Colored Infantry

abolitionist movement in

Chicago Times

chronology

conscription

contributions to the Union

Fort Defiance

geographic location of

number of army officers from

number of Illinois men in Civil War from

number of independent batteries from

number of men drafted from

number of men paying for substitutes

number of regiments from

population of (1860)

Richard Yates and

size of

soldiers of the 7th Illinois Infantry

strategic significance of

Imboden, John Daniel

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

portrait of

post Civil War

immigrants

3rd Minnesota Infantry Regiment

15th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry,

39th New York Volunteers

55th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment

58th New York State Regiment

chief countries of origin of immigrants to the U. S. (1861–1880)

Confederacy and

discrimination

German Americans

Irish immigrants

number serving in the U.S. Army

U.S. Army recruitment of

The Impending Crisis of the South: How to Meet It (Helper)

Impressment Act (March 26, 1863)

imprints, Confederate

definition of

first official imprint

last official imprint

number produced

rarity of

research collections

income tax, Confederacy

graduated income tax

state income taxes

tax structure handicap

income tax, U. S.

1864 tax bill

comprehensive tax bill

direct income tax

property tax

significance of Civil War tax code

Independence, Battle of

Indiana

Camp Morton

Confederate invasion of

Confederate sympathy

date admitted to Union

Ex Parte Milligan and

geographic location of

Iron Brigade

Knights of the Golden Circle

number of Indiana dead

Oliver Hazard Perry Throck Morton and

opposition to the Civil War

population of (1861)

results of Civil War

size of

suspension of habeas corpus

Indian affairs

act creating a commissioner of (July 9, 1832)

letter to Ulysses S. Grant about (ca. 1866) [excerpts]

Indian Brigade

date incorporated

Fort Gibson

leadership of

motivations for military service

refugees and

tribes participating in

Indians, Confederate. See Confederate Indians

Indian territory

1st Cherokee Mounted Rifles

alliances with the Confederacy

assimilation

conditions in

definition of

detribalization

Five Civilized Tribes

forts in

John Ross

location of

political divisions within the tribes

relocation

residents of

Stand Watie

U. S. Army troops assigned to Indian duty (1862)

Industrial Revolution

American System

cotton production

date started

immigration and

invention and innovation

iron production

machinery versus labor

managerial revolution

manufacturing

North and South on the Eve of the Civil War (March 1861)

ruins of Confederate engine house at Atlanta (1864)

slavery and

steam engine

steam navigation

the telegraph

textile manufacturing

U. S. patent system

industry

agricultural production

comparison of North and South

Confederate industrialization

cotton

economic assets of the South

education and

effect of slavery on the South

Francis Cabot Lowell and

heavy gun production

immigrants

Northern labor force

number of industrial establishments in the U. S.

overseer on horseback and slaves picking cotton

Southern transportation

urbanization and

weapons, importation of

infantry tactics

134th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment undergoing drill

battle lines

bayonets

column formation

definition of

dispersed formations

field fortifications

linear tactics

rifled musket and

skirmishes

smoothbore muskets

tactical systems

Infantry Tactics (Scott)

Ingalls, Rufus

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Inside the Confederate Government (Kean)

insignia and equipment, Union and Confederate

canteen

cavalrymen equipment

Confederate Army button insignia

Confederate rank insignia

Confederate soldier equipment

Confederate soldier wearing a forage cap with a Palmetto insignia

headgear insignia

knapsack

rubber blanket and poncho

tents

Union corps insignia

Union rank insignia

Union soldier equipment

Union soldier holding a kepi with cavalry insignia, a cavalry saber, and Smith & Wesson revolver

U.S. Army button insignia

Instructions for Field Artillery (Hunt)

Instructions for the Government of Armies of the United States in the Field (April 24, 1863)

additional wounds, infliction of

ambassadors, ministers, etc.

appropriation

armed prowlers

armistice

arts and science, protection of

assassination

belligerent, definition of

betrayal

bombardment

building designation

capitulation

captures and booty

civil and penal law

civil officers, salaries of

civil war

consuls

crimes punishable by all penal codes

deception in war

deserters

enemies, general classes of

enemy, definition of

exchange of prisoners

flag designation

flag of truce

flags of protection

forced service

guide to the enemy

hospitals

hostage, definition of

impressment

insurrection

intercourse between territories

intermittent military action

internecine warfare

introduction

law and usages of war on land

law of war

limitations on principles of justice, faith, and honor

martial Law

messenger

military jurisdiction

military necessity

modern war, ultimate object of

municipal law

neutrals

no quarter

oath of temporary allegiance

outposts, sentinels or pickets

parole

partisans

poison

prisoner, property of

prisoner of war

private citizens

public and private property of the enemy

public war

punishment of crimes

rebellion

rebels

retaliation

safe-conduct

scouts/single soldiers in disguise

secret communication

slavery

spy

starvation

wanted violence

war-rebels

war-traitor

wounded enemy capture

Invalid Corps

Confederate Invalid Corps

date established (Union)

first battalion of (Union)

organization of (Union)

purpose of (Union)

second battalion of (Union)

uniforms of (Union)

Iowa

date admitted to the Union

geographic location of

Iowa Territory

material contributions to the Civil War

number of Iowa men serving in Civil War

population of (1860)

as Republican state

size of

slavery sentiments

Irish Americans

anti-Catholic and anti-Irish sentiments

discrimination

Irish Brigade

Irish immigration

Irish Legion (Corcoran Legion)

Irish regiments

New York City Draft Riot

number of Irish Americans serving in Civil War

prominent Irishmen in Confederate service

prominent Irishmen in Union service

in the South

U.S. Navy and

Irish Bend and Fort Bisland, Louisiana, engagements at

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

Irish Brigade

69th New York Militia

69th New York National Guard

69th New York Volunteer Infantry

anti-Irish Prejudice and

battles of

casualty rate of

commanders of

commemorations of

Peninsular Campaign

reckless bravery of

regiments of

Thomas Francis Meagher and

two soldiers and three priests of the Irish Brigade

iron and steel manufacture

Iron Brigade of the West

alternative name for

Battle of Antietam

Battle of Gettysburg

Battle of Groveton

casualties

commanders of

date created

regiments of

Ironclad Board

date approved

members of

purpose of

report of

ironclad oath

1862 loyalty pledge

origins of

purpose of

Reconstruction and

results of

ironclads, Confederate

Albemarle

Arkansas

casemated type of

Charleston

Cheops

Confederate ironclad Virginia in drydock

Fredericksburg

Georgia

iron production

James D. Bulloch and

Laird rams

Louisiana

Milledgeville

Mississippi

Missouri

Neuse

No. 61

overseas purchase of

Richmond-class ships

Sphinx

Stephen Mallor and

Stonewall

Tennessee

Virginia

Virginia II

Wilmington

ironclads, Union

Benton

Cairo- or City-class ships

Canonicus-class monitors

Casco

Casco-class monitors

chronology

Civil War monitor craze, results of

Dictator

double-turret ironclad Onondaga

Dunderberg

Essex

firms building ironclads

Galena

Keokuk

Merrimack

Milwaukee class of

Monitor

Monitor Mania

Neosho

New Ironsides

Passaic-class monitors

Puritan

Roanoke

Irwinville, Georgia

Benjamin D. Pritchard

capture of Jefferson Davis

location of

Isherwood, Benjamin Franklin

Bureau of Steam Engineering

as chief engineer

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

naval career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Island No. 10, Battle of

balloon observation

Carondelet and

Carondelet running the gauntlet of Confederate artillery fire

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

innovative engineering achievement at

location of

plan for

reason for

results of

significance of loss of

Italian Americans

39th New York Infantry Regiment

Alessandro Repetti and

early Italian American immigrants

Giuseppe Garibaldi

Luigi Palma di Cesnola

Medal of Honor

nativism and

notable Italian officers

number of serving in Civil War

population in the U. S. (1860)

Iuka, Battle of

acoustic shadow in

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Iverson, Alfred, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

his father

in Gettysburg campaign Campaign

military career of

post Civil War

Iverson, Alfred, Sr.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as a Fire-Eater

on slavery as uplifting

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Ivy Mountain, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

location of

results of

Jackson, Alfred Eugene

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

Jackson, Battle of

charge of the Union 17th Iowa, 80th Ohio, and 10th Missouri regiments

chronology

controversy over

date of

description of

outcome of

Jackson, Claiborne Fox

date and place of birth

death of

his government in exile

local politics and

military service of

as Missouri governor

on mobilization of troops

state militia, arming of

Jackson, Henry Rootes

capture of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

as U. S. ambassador to Austria

Jackson, James T.

Jackson, John King

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Jackson, Mississippi, siege of

casualties

dates of

description of

location of

results of

Jackson, Richard Henry

characteristics of

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

Jackson, Thomas Jonathan

Battle of Chancellorsville

characteristics of

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

effect of his death

First Battle of Bull Run

at Manassas Junction

military career of

portrait of

Shenandoah Valley Campaign

Jackson, William Hicks

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Van Dorn’s raid and

Jackson, William Lowther

19th Virginia Cavalry

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Jackson-Loring Controversy. See Loring-Jackson Controversy

Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign

Abraham Lincoln and

Battle of Cross Keys

Battle of Front Royal

Battle of McDowell (Battle of Stilington’s Hill)

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

First Battle of Winchester

impact of

map of

Port Royal fight

reason for

results of

statistics for

strength of forces in

Jacksonville, Florida

chief function of

chronology

location of

naming of

occupations of

population of (1860)

James, Charles Tillinghast

James, Union Army of the

African American units

at Appomattox

Benjamin F. Butler and

Bermuda Hundred Peninsula

components of

date formed

initial commander of

number of artillery pieces in

number of soldiers in

at Petersburg

principal task of

reorganization of

at Richmond

siege operations of

troops comprising

James, Union Military Division of the

commander of

date created

date disbanded

headquarters of

purpose of

James Island, First Battle of. See Secessionville, Battle of

James River, Battle of. See Trent’s Reach, Battle of

James River Pontoon Bridge Operation

dismantling of

erection of bridge description

George H. Mendell and

number of engineers in

outcome of

photograph of

reason for

success of

James River Squadron, destruction of

Jefferson, Thomas

Jenkins, Albert Gallatin

amputation

Confederate House Of Representatives and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as U. S. congressman

wounding of

Jenkins, Micah

date and place of birth

death of

education of

founding of Kings Mountain Military School

military career of

Jenkins’ Ferry, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

goal of

Jetersville, Virginia, engagement at. See Amelia Court House and Jetersville, Virginia, engagement at

Jews in the Civil War

5th Pennsylvania Calvary

Abraham Lincoln and

anti-Semitism

Arnold Fischel and

Ashkenazi Jews

in Confederacy

Jacob Frankel and

Judah Benjamin

Judaism and slavery

Michael Allen and

regimental chaplains

significance of

Ulysses S. Grant and

Jim Crow laws

Joe Brown’s Pikes

design of

Joseph E. Brown and

number distributed to troops

number produced

”John Brown’s Body”

Johnson, Adam Rankin

at the Battle of Fort Donelson

blinding of

his brothers

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

notoriety of

post Civil War

as a scout

Johnson, Andrew

Articles of Impeachment (March 4, 1868)

chronology

Civil Rights Act (1866)

date and place of birth

death of

Freeman’s Bureau

impeachment proceedings of

leniency toward the South

in local politics

as military governor of Tennessee

as a politician

portrait of

proclamation of amnesty

Radical Republicans and

Reconstruction and

his resolution explaining the federal government’s call to arms

on slavery

on states’ rights

Tenure of Office Act and

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. president

as U. S. senator

vetoes of

Wade-Davis Bill

Johnson, A. V. E.

Johnson, Bradley Tyler

command, loss of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Johnson, Bushrod Rust

Battle of Sayler’s Creek

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Johnson, Edward

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

as prisoner of war

wounding of

Johnson, George Washington

date and place of birth

death of

educational

as Kentucky governor

military service of

neutrality

Russellville Convention

secession and

Johnson, Herschel Vespasian

in the Confederate Congress

date and place of birth

death of

on Lincoln

postbellum

on secession

as U. S. senator

Johnson, Reverdy

as attorney general

date and place of birth

death of

Dred Scott case and

education of

as minister to Great Britain

portrait of

on slavery

United States v. Cruikshank and

as U. S. senator

Johnson, Richard W.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

as prisoner of war

writings of

Johnson’s Farm, Battle of. See Darbytown and New Market Roads, Battle of

Johnson’s Island Prison, Ohio

construction costs

date closed

date opened

description of

location of

population of

prisoners reports on

reputation of

Johnsonville, Tennessee, Forrest’s raid on

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

outcome of

Johnston, Albert Sidney

Battle of Mill Springs

Battle of Shiloh

date and place of birth

death of

duel with General Huston

education of

Fort Donelson debacle

Jefferson Davis correspondence before the Battle of Shiloh (April 1 and 5, 1862)

military career of

portrait of

proclamation before the Battle of Shiloh (April 3, 1862)

Johnston, George Doherty

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

wounding of

Johnston, Harriet Rebecca Lane

art collection of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as first modern first lady

influence of

James Buchanan and

marriage of

social causes of

Johnston, Joseph Eggleston

chronology

correspondence about the defense of Vicksburg (May 13 and 14, 1863)

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Jefferson Davis and

memoir excerpt about Pemberton’s decision regarding the Battle of Champion Hill (1863)

military career of

military performance of

portrait of

postbellum

surrender terms and General Order No. 8 (April 26–27, 1865)

as U. S. congressman

wounding of

Johnston, Robert Daniel

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War

Abraham Lincoln and

aspirations of

chairman of

control of

date created

Fort Pillow Massacre Report

micromanagement of war effort

partisan conclusions of

senatorial members of

Jomini, Antoine Henri Baron

Jomini’s Treatise on Grand Military Operations. See Treatise on Grand Military Operations

Jones, Alexander

Jones, Catesby ap Roger

chronology

CSS Virginia and

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

post Civil War

Jones, Charles Colcock, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

writings of

Jones, David Rumph

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Jones, John Beauchamp

date and place of birth

death of

diary of

as a journalist

A Rebel War Clerk’s Diary at the Confederate States Capita

Jones, John Marshall

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Jones, John Robert

Battle of Chancellorsville

cowardice, charges of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

as prisoner of war

Jones, J. William

Jones, Patrick Henry

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Jones, Roger: Union correspondence relating to Harpers Ferry (April 18 and 20, 1861)

Jones, Samuel

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

Jones, William Edmondson

adversarial relationship with Stuart

court-martial of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

reputation of

Jones and Imboden raid into West Virginia

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Jonesboro, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

results of

Jordan, Thomas

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Rose Greenhow and

spy ring of

journalism

Abraham Lincoln on

Confederate censorship

correspondents and the New York Herald’s wagon

costs of

Horace Greeley

James R. Sneed on

major changes in (1850s)

New York Herald

political role of

press network

reporting of Northern newspapers

Richmond Enquirer

Robert Barnwell Rhett Jr.

telegraph news

Union censorship

Journalism in the United States from 1690 to 1872 (Hudson)

A Journal of Hospital Life in the Confederate Army of Tennessee from the Battle of Shiloh to the End of the War (Cumming)

Jubilee (Walker)

Judah, Henry Moses

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Julian, George Washington

as an abolitionist

date and place of birth

death of

Free Soil Party and

portrait of

as Radical Republican

as surveyor general of New Mexico

as U. S. congressman

Junaluska Zouaves

Juneteenth

alternative names for

emancipation parks

an explanation of

as holiday

participation in

popularity of

Kanawha, Confederate Army of the

commanders of

date dissolved

date established

Henry A. Wise and

Kane, Thomas Leiper

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Mormons and

post Civil War

wounding of

Kansas

attack on Lawrence, Kansas

Battle of Mine Creek

Battle of Westport

Bleeding Kansas

date admitted to the Union

Kansas-Nebraska Act

resettlement of pro-Confederate population

self-styled guerrillas in

Kansas, Union Army of

Army of the Border

commanders of

date established

mergers of

Kansas, Union Department of

areas of

commanders of

date established

dates dissolved

Kansas-Nebraska Act (May 30, 1854)

Bleeding Kansas

date enacted

effect of

Missouri Compromise and

opposition to

purpose of

Stephen Douglas and

Whig Party and

Kautz, August Valentine

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

reputation of

Kean, Robert Garlick Hill

as chief of the Bureau of war War

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Inside the Confederate Government and

marriage of

military service of

post Civil War

Kearny, Philip

amputation

date and place of birth

death of

education of

illustration of

insignia design

military career of

reputation of

Kearsarge, USS

versus the Alabama

armament of

characteristics of

date commissioned

loss of

service of

Kearsarge vs. Alabama

accuracy of fire

advantages of the Alabama

advantages of the Kearsarge

casualties

date of

Deerhound and

description of

illustration of

map of

Keene, Laura

acclaim for

as actress

assassination of Lincoln and

date and place of birth

date of first American stage appearance

death of

theater management

Keifer, Joseph Warren

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Slavery and Four Years of War.

as Speaker of the House

as U. S. congressman

Keith, James A.

Keitt, Laurence Massillon

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

public service of

Kell, John McIntosh

date and place of birth

death of

as Georgia adjutant general

naval career of

post Civil War

Recollections of a Naval Life

Kelley, Benjamin Franklin

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

Kelly, John Herbert

date and place of birth

death of

distinction of

education of

military service of

Kelly’s Ford, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

results of

Kemper, James Lawson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Kenly, John Reese

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

Kennedy, John Doby

date and place of birth

death of

education of

elected as U. S. congressman

Ironclad Oath and

military service of

post Civil War

Kenner, Duncan Farrar

in the Confederate Congress

date and place of birth

death of

diplomatic mission to France

education of

post Civil War

Kennesaw Mountain, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

William T. Sherman directing Union troops at

Kentucky

African American population

agricultural products of

Beriah Magoffin and

chronology

Civil War sympathies in

Confederate raids

economic ties to the South

effect of Civil War on

geographical significance of

geographic location of

number of Kentucky men serving in Civil War

Paducah, Confederate capture of

population of (1860)

pro-Confederate provisional government

size of

slavery and

Union victories in

violation of its neutrality

Kentucky, Battle for. See Perryville, Battle of

Kentucky, Confederate Army of

Battle of Perryville

date established

demise of

purpose of

Kentucky, Union Army of

date disbanded

Department of Kentucky

first Army of Kentucky

second Army of Kentucky

third Army of Kentucky

Kentucky Campaign

dates of

description of

purpose of

results of

Kernstown, First Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

illustration of

location of

results of

Kernstown, Second Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

results of

Kershaw, Joseph Brevard

Battle of Cedar Creek

date and place of birth

death of

educational

family of

military service of

post Civil War

Kessler’s Cross Lanes, Battle of

Keyes, Erasmus Darwin

command, loss of

controversial performance of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

A Key to Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Stowe)

Key West, Union Department of

Kiernan, James Lawlor

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Kilpatrick, Hugh Judson

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid

military career of

photograph of

post Civil War

sobriquet of

Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid

chronology

dates of

description of

illustration of

outcome of

reasons for

Kilpatrick’s Pants, Battle of; Kilpatrick’s Shirttail Skedaddle. See Monroe’s Crossroads, Battle of

Kimball, Nathan

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

as surveyor general of Utah Territory

wounding of

King, John Haskell

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

King, Rufus

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

epilepsy and

his grandfather

military service of

positions held by

as U. S. minister to the Papal States

King, Thomas Starr

as abolitionist

Abraham Lincoln on

date and place of birth

date ordained

death of

as preacher and orator

U. S. Sanitary Commission and

The White Hills: Their Legends, Landscapes, and Poetry

King’s School House, Battle of. See Oak Grove, Battle of

King’s Tanyard, Battle of

date of

description of

location of

results of

Kinston, First Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Kinston, Second Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

plan for

results of

Kirby, Edmund

Abraham Lincoln and

amputation

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

Kirkland, Richard

as the “Angel of Marye’s Heights”

date and place of birth

death of

First Battle of Fredericksburg and

military career of

statue of

Kirkland, William Whedbee

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Kirkwood, Samuel Jordan

date and place of birth

death of

as Iowa governor

postbellum

Kittredge, John W.

Knights of the Golden Circle

date founded

George W. L. Bickley and

invasion of Mexico

objective of

Order of the American Knights

remaining of

secessionism and

Sons of Liberty, lauding

the term “Golden Circle”

three-part wood engraving praising

total membership

zenith of

Knipe, Joseph Farmer

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

wounding of

Know-Nothing Party

alternative name for

on Catholics

demise of

focus of

nativism and

origin of name

prominence of

Knoxville Campaign

casualty

chronology

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Krzyóanowski, Wladimir

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

wounding of

Kueffner, William Charles

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

wounding of

Ku Klux Klan

actions of

arrest and prosecution of

date founded

Enforcement Acts and

Eric Fone on

in Florida

goals of

initial purpose of

Ku Klux Klan act Act

in Louisiana

in the Midwest

political objective of

Reconstruction and

resurgence of

slaughter of African Americans

in South Carolina

labor, factory. See factory labor

labor, free. See free labor

Ladies’ Gunboat Societies

Georgia and

ironclads built

purpose of

racial integration and

Ladies’ Memorial Associations

Confederated Southern Memorial Association (CSMA)

impact of

Memorial Day and

purpose of

responsibilities of

Laird rams

crew complement

illustration of

James D. Bulloch and

Mississippi

North Carolina

Scorpion

specifications of

Wivern

Lake Chicot, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

Lamar, Charles Augustus Lafayette

date and place of birth

death of

his father

Marquis de Lafayette and

military service of

Wanderer affair

Lamar, Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

as special commissioner

special envoy of Jefferson Davis

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

as U. S. Supreme Court justice

Lamon, Ward Hill

Abraham Lincoln and

his biography of Lincoln

date and place of birth

death of

as U. S. marshal

LaMountain, John

aerial reconnaissance

as balloonist

chronology

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

Lancashire, England

American Civil War and

cotton shortages and

geographic location of

pro-Southern clubs in

support for the Confederacy

Lane, Harriet Rebecca. See Johnston, Harriet Rebecca Lane

Lane, James Henry (Confederate officer)

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Lane, James Henry (Union officer)

Bleeding Kansas and

date and place of birth

duel of

military career of

as political opportunist

public service of

suicide of

as U. S. senator

Lane, Joseph

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

as vice presidential nominee

Lane, Walter Paye

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Langston, John Mercer

abolitionist movement and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service

portrait of

public service of

right to vote movement and

as U. S. congressman

Lanier, Sidney

careers of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

writings of

Lauman, Jacob Gartner

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Laurel Hill, battle of Battle. See Chaffin’s Farm, Battle of

Laurel Hill, Virginia, skirmish at

casualties

dates of

description of

outcome of

Law, Evander McIvor

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Lawler, Michael Kelly

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Lawrence, Kansas, raid on

alternative name for

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

illustration of

reason for

results of

statistics for

William Clarke Quantrill and

Lawton, Alexander Robert

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Leadbetter, Danville

Bureau of Engineers

as chief engineer of Alabama

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Lecompton Constitution

Bleeding Kansas

James Buchanan and

Kansas-Nebraska Act

Missouri Compromise

purpose of

U. S. Congressional action on

vote on

Ledlie, James Hewett

chronology

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

failures of

military career of

postbellum

reputation of

Lee, Albert Lindley

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

wounding of

Lee, Edwin Gray

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his family

military service of

post Civil War

tuberculosis and

Lee, Elizabeth Blair

Lee, Fitzhugh

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

distinguished service of

education of

his family

military service of

portrait of

post Civil War

as U. S. consul general in Cuba

Lee, George Washington Custis

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

Washington and Lee University and

Lee, Robert Edward

June 1863

Abraham Lincoln and

Army of Northern Virginia, command of

Battle of Antietam

Battle of Chancellorsville

Battle of Cheat Mountain

chronology

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

First Battle of Fredericksburg

General Order No. 9, farewell to troops (April 10, 1865)

at Gettysburg

Gettysburg, retreat from

John Brown’s uprising and

letter to Jefferson Davis offering to resign (August 8, 1863)

letter to Jefferson Davis on rebuilding of the army (July 27, 1863)

letter to Jefferson Davis on surrender of the army (April 12, 1865)

military service of

obligation to the state of Virginia

photograph of

post Civil War

reputation of

resignation from the U.S. Army

Seven Days’ Campaign

spring 1863

spring of 1864

surrender of

technical trademark of

Ulysses S. Grant and

Washington and Lee University

at West Point

wounding of

Lee, Samuel Phillips

date and place of birth

death of

his family

naval career of

Oneida

promotions of

Vandalia

Lee, Stephen Dill

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

surrender of

Lee, William Henry Fitzhugh

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his family

military service of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

wounding of

Leech & Rigdon

Charles H. Rigdon

handgun manufacturing

number of handguns manufactured

relocation of

Thomas Leech

Lee’s Farewell Speech

Charles Marshall and

date of

quoted

Lee’s lost order

Barton W. Mitchell and

date of

McClellan’s use of

Special Order No. 191

Legal Tender acts

banking crisis

dates of

Elbridge G. Spaulding and

greenbacks

legality of

purpose of

U. S. Supreme Court decisions on

Leggett, Mortimer Dormer

date and place of birth

death of

education of

founding of Brush Electric Company

military service of

postbellum

Leggett’s Hill, Georgia, Engagement at. See Bald Hill, Georgia, engagement at

Lemmon v. People of the State of New York

date of

explanation of

New York Court Of Appeals ruling

significance of

upholding of decision

writ of habeas corpus

Lenthal, John

Leslie, Frank

covering the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

downfall of

as illustrator

portrait of

post Civil War

publications of

as publisher

success of

Letcher, John

on abolition

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Imprisonment of

portrait of

postbellum

Richmond Bread Riot

as U. S. congressman

as Virginia governor

Letterman, Jonathon

letters of marque and reprisal

first commission granted

number of letters issued by Confederacy

privateers and

regulations for

Union mean treatment of privateers

Leventhorpe, Collett

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Lewis, Joseph Horace

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

state politics and

Lewis, William Gaston

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Lexington, Missouri, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Lexington, Tennessee, Battle of

date of

description of

results of

Lexington, Virginia

date established

David Hunter and

geographic location of

institutes of higher learning in

naming of

Union artillery

Virginia Military Institute (VMI)

VMI Corps of Cadets

Washington and Lee University

Washington University

Libby Prison, Virginia

conditions at

escape from

geographic location of

Libby Prison War Museum Corporation

photograph of

razing of

size of

The Liberator (newspaper)

Liberia

Liddell, St. John Richardson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

Lieber, Franz

date and place of birth

death of

education of

influence of the Lieber Code

the Lieber Code

Loyal Publication Society of New York

post Civil War

Lieber’s Code. See General Order No. 100

The Life, Crime, and Capture of John Wilkes Booth (Townsend)

The Life and Letters of Harriet Beecher Stowe

The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass (Douglass)

A Life of Stonewall Jackson (Cooke)

The Life of Thomas J. Jackson (Dabney)

Lightburn, Joseph Andrew Jackson

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Light Division

Ambrose P. Hill and

date formed

military actions of

naming of

size of

Lilley, Robert Doak

amputation

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Lincoln, Abraham

address to Congress (July 4, 1861) [excerpts]

Ambrose Burnside and

amnesty

Anaconda Plan

assassination of

Benjamin Hardin Helm and

cabinet decision regarding resupply of Federal forts (March 29, 1861)

cabinet of

chronology

civil liberties and

as commander-in-chief

on conscientious objectors

date and place of birth

date he entered politics

directing war strategy and operations

education of

Emancipation Proclamation (September 22, 1862)

Enrollment Act

expansion of Union army

Ex Parte Merryman

First Battle of Bull Run and

on flags

foreign policy and

on free labor

General War Order No. 1

George B. McClellan and

George G. Meade and

Gettysburg Address (November 19, 1863)

habeas corpus, suspension of

Henry Wagner Halleck and

Homestead Act

House Divided Speech (June 16, 1858)

Irvin McDowell and

on Jews as chaplains

John A. McClernand and

John Charles Frémont and

John George Nicolay and

Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War and

Joseph Hooker and

law practice of

letter appointing Joseph Hooker to High Command (January 26, 1863)

letter of condolence to Mrs. Bixby (November 21, 1864)

letter to Henry Halleck regarding the writ of habeas corpus (December 2, 1861)

letter to Joseph Hooker

Lincoln-Douglas debates

military experience of

National Union Party

portrait of

”The Prayer of the Twenty Millions”

Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation

presidential election (1860)

proclamation calling militia into national service (April 15, 1861)

proclamation declaring a blockade of Southern ports (April 19, 1861)

Radical Republicans and

reaction to Battle of Antietam

on Reconstruction

reelection of

results of the presidential election (1864)

Second Inaugural Address (March 4, 1865)

Sioux Uprising

Ten Percent Plan

Ulysses S. Grant and

as U. S. congressman

U. S. covert action

U. S. Secret Service and

as U. S. senator

U. S. war strategy and

Vache Island, Haiti

Widow Bixby Letter

William Henry Herndon and

William Rosecrans

Winfield Scott

Lincoln, Mary Ann Todd

children of

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

depression and

education of

marriage of

photograph of

Lincoln, Robert Todd

as assistant adjutant general of volunteers

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his father

politics and

relationship with his mother

as secretary of war

as U. S. ambassador to Great Britain

Lincoln assassination

burial of Lincoln

conspirators

conspirators, fate of

controversy surrounding

date of

David Herold

death of Lincoln

George Atzerodt

John Wilkes Booth and

Lewis Powell

Mary Surratt

photograph of conspirators hanging

place of

Reconstruction and

Lincoln conspirators’ trial (1865)

Lincoln’s first inaugural

an appeal to reason

composition of speech

date of

on defending federal installations and national unity

delivery of

flourishes in speech

Lincoln’s comportment at

major themes of

on military action

photograph of

on secession

security for

slavery and

style of

voice of Lincoln

Lincoln’s Reconstruction policies

African American slaves and

Andrew Johnson and

on black suffrage

border states concern

Emancipation Proclamation and

Francis Blair Sr.

leniency and

Lincoln’s intentions toward

Louisiana Reconstruction plan

military reconstruction

Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction

slavery and

Southern peace delegation

Ten Percent Plan

Wade-Davis Bill

Lincoln’s second inaugural

composition of

his conviction about American democracy

date of

judgment of Divine Providence

length of

memorable phrases of

photograph of

as prose poetry

purpose of

rhetorical style of

social and historical context of

Lindsay, William Schaw

aid to the Confederacy

date and place of birth

death of

History of Merchant Shipping and Ancient Commerce

James D. Bulloch and

Napoleon III and

seeking British intervention in Civil War

during the Trent Affair

literature

20th century novel

20th century to the present in Civil War literature

adult novels, prominent (20th century)

The American Conflict

Annals of the War Written by Leading Participants

antiabolitionist works

Army Life in a Black Regiment

Aunt Phillis’s Cabin

“The Case of George Dedlow”

during the Civil War (1861)

The Civil War (film)

Co. Aytch

Cold Mountain

Destruction and Reconstruction: Personal Experiences of the Late War

dime novel

diversity of Civil War literature

girls fiction

Gone with the Wind

Herman Melville

histories

“The History of a Campaign That Failed”

influence of Civil War on

Jubilee

juvenile fiction

Lost Cause mythology

Mark Twain

memoirs

Memoranda during the War

Nathaniel Hawthorne

novels (20th century)

novels, series of (20th century)

In Ole Virginia or Marse Chan and Other Stories

Paradise Alley

The Planter’s Northern Bride

during the postwar years to 1900

The Red Badge of Courage

Reminiscences of My Life in Camp

Rifles for Watie (Keith)

short story

slave narratives

So Red the Rose

Specimen Days and Collect

Stephen Crane

“The Sword of Robert E. Lee”

Tales of Soldiers and Civilians

theater

Uncle Tom’s Cabin

The Unvanquished

Walt Whitman

War Reminiscences and Stuart Cavalry Campaigns

The Wave

“When Lilacs Last in the Door-Yard Bloom’d”

The Wind Done Gone (Randall)

Little, Lewis Henry

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Little Crow: speech preceding the Minnesota Sioux Uprising (August 18, 1862)

Little Crow’s War. See Sioux Uprising

Littlefield, Milton S.

Little Osage River, Kansas, skirmish at

casualties

date of

description of

outcome of

Little Rock Campaign

dates of

description of

Lincoln’s Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction

results of

Livermore, Mary Ashton Rice

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Illinois Woman Suffrage Association

My Story of the War

portrait of

U. S. Sanitary Commission and

wartime activities

on women’s rights

Livermore’s Numbers and Losses in the Civil War. See Numbers and Losses in the Civil War

Locke, David Ross

Abraham Lincoln and

date and place of birth

death of

as “Petroleum Vesuvius Nasby”

post Civil War

as publisher

Lockwood, Henry Hayes

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

ranks of

at U. S. Naval Academy

Logan, John Alexander

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

portrait of

postbellum

Logan, Thomas Muldrup

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

surrender of

Logan’s Cross Roads, Battle of. See Mill Springs, Battle of

logistics, Union and Confederate

Abraham C. Myers and

Alexander R. Lawton and

Confederate logistic problems

definition of logistics

Herman Haupt and

Joseph P. Taylor and

Montgomery Meigs and

population of the Confederacy

population of the Union

railroads

Union advantages

Union logistical problems

Union supply system

Vicksburg, capture of

Lomax, Lunsford Lindsay

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Official Records and

post Civil War

Long, Armistead Lindsay

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Memoirs of Robert E. Lee: His Military and Personal History

military career of

post Civil War

Long, Eli

date and place of birth

death of

education of

wounding of

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

Divine Comedy translation

education of

at Harvard College

“Paul Revere’s Ride”

Poems of Slavery

poetic forms of

popularity of

support for abolitionist efforts

Longstreet, James

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

letter regarding U. S. presidential election (March 9, 1864)

Lost Cause proponents and

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

wounding of

Lookout Mountain, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

date of

description of

geographic location of

illustration of

reason for

results of

Loring, William Wing

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

Loring-Jackson Controversy

military career of

post Civil War

sobriquet of

Loring-Jackson controversy

dates of

description of

outcome of

reason for

Lost Cause

in the 20th century

Abram Joseph Ryan and

Birth of a Nation

Edward A. Pollard’s 1866 history of the Civil War

endurance of

exalted principles

Gone with the Wind

hostility toward the Union war effort

inaccuracies and idolize presentations in

Ku Klux Klan

legitimacy

monuments and statues

origin of

Richmond, Virginia and

Robert E. Lee and

slavery and

Sons of Confederate Veterans

Southern Historical Society

Southern women and

Stonewall Jackson and

Loudoun Rangers

commanders of

composition of

date mustered into service

Mosby’s Rangers and

Loughborough, Mary

book excerpt on the siege of Vicksburg (1864)

letter about visiting casualties of the Battle of Shiloh (May 1, 1862)

Louisiana

climate of

cotton and

economy of

as essential to the Confederacy

Federal control of

geographic location of

New Orleans

number of raids, scrimmages and battles in

number of troops from

population of (1860)

secession of

size of

topography of

Union Red River Campaign

Lovejoy, Owen

as abolitionists

Alton Observer and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

emancipation proclamation

public service of

as U. S. congressman

Lovejoy’s Station, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Lovell, Mansfield

Battle of Corinth and

command, relief of

court of inquiry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

in retrospective

Low, John

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

post Civil War

reputation of

ships of

Lowe, Thaddeus Sobieski Constantine

Balloon Corps. and

as balloonist

Battle of Seven Pines

date and place of birth

death of

the Enterprise and

at Falls Church, Virginia

Peninsula Campaign

Lowell, Charles Russell, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

wounding of

Lowell, James Russell

Atlantic Monthly and

Criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his family

poetry of

reform agendas and

as U. S. minister to Spain

Lowrey, Mark Perrin

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Lowry, Robert

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

surrender of

wounding of

loyalty oaths

Abraham Lincoln and

Confederate oath takers

effect of

Ironclad Oath

purpose of

spreading of

Wade-Davis Bill

Lubbock, Francis Richard

date and place of birth

death of

postbellum

public service of

as Texas governor

Lutz, Charles

Lynch, Patrick Neeson

as Confederate emissary to the Vatican

date and place of birth

death of

education of

in Ireland

pamphlet writing

support for the Confederacy

Lynch, William Francis

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

Lynchburg, Battle of

chronology

Confederate deception

dates of

description of

results of

strength of forces

Lynde, Isaac

Lyon, Hylan Benton

Battle of Brice’s Crossroads

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

Lyon, Nathaniel

at Camp Jackson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

public eulogy of

Thanks of Congress award

Lyons, Richard Bickerton Pemell

date and place of birth

death of

as diplomat

education of

esteem of

Trent Affair and

Lytle, William Haines

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

as poet

wounding of

Macaria (Evans)

Mackall, William Whann

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Mackenzie, Ranald Slidell

4th Cavalry

24th Infantry Regiment

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

frontier service of

insanity of

military career of

post Civil War

MacRae, William

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

surrender of

Maffitt, John Newland

chronology

commands of

Confederate service

date and place of birth

death of

education of

naval career of

postbellum

U.S. Coast Survey

Magoffin, Beriah

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Kentucky governor

Magrath, Andrew Gordon

as Confederate District Court judge

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

as South Carolina governor

on states’ rights

Magruder, John Bankhead

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

erratic behavior of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Seven Days’ Campaign and

Mahan, Dennis Hart

as acting professor of engineering at West Point

date and place of birth

death of

education of

An Elementary Treatise on Advanced-Guard, Out-Post, and Detachment Service of Troops

published works of

his son

Virginia Military Institute and

Mahone, William

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

distinguished service of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Maine

affect of war on

election of Abraham Lincoln

general officers from

geographic location of

number of Maine men serving in Civil War

population of (1860)

size of

slavery and

Maine, 20th Infantry Regiment. See 20th Maine Infantry Regiment

Major, James Patrick

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Mallet, John William

in academia

date and place of birth

death of

immigration of

military service of

postbellum

Mallory, Stephen Russell

arrest and imprisonment of

chronology

commerce raiding

Confederate Navy Department

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

ironclad vessels and

military service of

portrait of

secession and

as secretary of the navy (Confederate)

Torpedo Bureau

as U. S. senator

Malvern Hill, Battle of

casualties

description of

reason for

results of

the sanguinary Battle of Malvern Hill

Manassas, Battles of. See Bull Run, First Battle of; Bull Run, Second Battle of

Manassas, CSS

Alexander Warley and

armament

Battle of the Passes and

Brooklyn and

date built

destruction of

Enoch Train and

George N. Hollins and

John A. Stevenson and

specifications of

Manassas Gap, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Manassas Gap Railroad

construction dates of

destruction of

First Battle of Bull Run

Independent Line and

length of

Manassas Junction

military importance of

rebuilding of

Second Battle of Bull Run

Manet, Eduard

Maney, George Earl

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Manigault, Arthur Middleton

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Mann, Ambrose Dudley

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as first assistant secretary of state

as at-large Confederate diplomat

usefulness of

Mansfield, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

Mansfield, Joseph King Fenno

date and place of birth

death of

education of

illustration of

military career of

post Civil War

Manson, Mahlon Dickerson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

wounding of

Manual of Heavy Artillery Service: Prepared for the Use of the Army and Militia of the United States (Tidball)

Manual of Signals for the United States Army and Navy (Myer)

Marais des Cygnes River, Battle of the

alternative names for

date of

description of

results of

The Marble Faun (Hawthorne)

March through the Carolinas. See Sherman’s March through the Carolina

March to the Sea. See Sherman’s March to the Sea

Marine Corps, Confederate

date created

duties of

enlisted strength

faults of

first commandant of

Lloyd James Bell and

number of companies in

number of men in (October 1864)

organization of

pay of

ranks of

regiment strength

regulations for

service of

staff of

Marine Corps, U. S.

blockades and

distinguished service of

duties of

at Henry Hill

increases in size of

inferior leadership of

Medals of Honor

military actions of

number of men in (June 1861)

number of men killed during the war

number of officers resigning

number of offices/enlisted men

slogan of embossed on silk

Marine Corps Brevet Medal and

Marks’ Mills, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

location of

results of

Marmaduke, John Sappington

date and place of birth

death of

duel of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

Marr, John Quincy

date and place of birth

death of

education of

memorializing of

military career of

Marshall, George C.

Marshall, Humphrey

Confederate Congress and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. minister to China

Marston, Gilman

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Marston, John

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

ships of

Martin, James Green

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Martin, William Thompson

command, stripped of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Martindale, John Henry

charges against him

court of inquiry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Martinsburg, Virginia, engagement at

date of

description of

outcome of

population of Martinsburg (1860)

Maryland

Baltimore Riot

battles and skirmishes in

Confederate troops cross the Potomac at start of Antietam

federal government running of

geographic location of

industry

number of Marylanders in Civil War

population of (1860)

slavery and

strategic importance of

Thomas H. Hicks and

writ of habeas corpus, suspension of

Maryland, Lee’s Invasion of. See Antietam Campaign

Maryland, Union Department of

area of

commander of

date created

date dissolved

mission of

Mason, James Murray

as Confederate commissioner to Great Britain

date and place of birth

death of

education of

personality of

portrait of

post Civil War

his principal goal in London

Trent Affair and

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Masons

anti-Masonic movement

beliefs and practices

Catholic Church and

Constitution for Free and Accepted Masons

degrees of membership

effect of Civil War on

first American lodge of Masons

Freemasonry

John Quincy Adams and

notable Masons

number of members (1860)

organization of

origin of Freemasonry

strong bond of

Massachusetts

54th Massachusetts Regiment

abolition movement and

Baltimore Riot and

contributions to the Civil War

as critical to the Union

geographic location of

industry of


John A. Andrew and

number of infantry regiments provided by

number of men provided by

population of (1860)

size of

social progressivism and

total deaths of men from

Massachusetts, 54th Regiment of Infantry. See 54th Massachusetts Regiment of Infantry

Matamoros, Mexico

Confederate agents in

cotton and

French occupation of

location of

outlaw capture of

Santiago Vidaurri and

Union blockade and

Matthews, Alfred E.

Matthies, Charles Leopold

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

wounding of

Maury, Dabney Herndon

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

surrender of

Tactics for Mounted Rifle

Maury, Matthew Fontaine

chronology

during the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Naval Efficiency Board and

as oceanographer

The Physical Geography of the Sea

portrait of

post Civil War

Winds and Current Chart of the North Atlantic

writings of

Maxey, Samuel Bell

date and place of birth

death of

education of

in Indian Territory

military career of

post Civil War

Maximilian von Habsburg, Ferdinand

Black Decree

capture and execution of

Charlotte and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as emperor of Mexico

family of

French forces and

marriage of

Napoleon III and

U. S. pressure on

McAllister, Robert

letter about the Petersburg Campaign (June 19, 1864) [excerpts]

report on the Bloody Angle (August 11, 1864)

two letters to his wife (May 11 and June 6, 1864)

McArthur, John

date and place of birth

death of

immigration of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

McCabe, Charles

McCallum, Daniel Craig

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

poetry of

as superintendent of U. S. military railroads

The Water-Mill, and Other Poems

McCauley, Charles Stewart

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

family of

incompetence of

loss of the Merrimack

naval career of

post Civil War

McCausland, John

date and place of birth

death of

destruction of Chambersburg

destruction of Hagerstown

education of

as “Hun of Chambersburg”

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

McClellan, Cult of

McClellan, George Brinton

chronology

command, reinstatement of

command, relieved of

contempt for abolitionists

date and place of birth

death of

education of

failures of

fame of

General War Order No. 1

letter about the Peninsula Campaign (July 7, 1862)

letter to his wife (July 27, 1861) [excerpts]

Lincoln and

message to Lincoln from Frederick, Maryland (September 13, 1862)

military career of

Peninsular Campaign

photograph of (with Lincoln)

portrait of

post Civil War

as railroad executive

report on the Battle of Antietam (October 15, 1862)

Second Battle Bull Run

slavery and

tactics and

Union Department of the Potomac

Union Military Division of the Potomac

Urbanna Plan

McClernand, John Alexander

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

independent command of

military career of

photographed with Lincoln

post Civil War

Ulysses S. Grant and

as U. S. congressman

McClure, Alexander K.

McComb, William

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

McCook, Alexander McDonald

at the Battle of Chickamauga

chronology

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

McCook, Daniel, Jr.

his brothers

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

valor of

McCook, Robert Latimer

his brothers

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

notable injuries to

McCown, John Porter

Braxton Bragg and

court-martial of

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

McCullagh, Joseph Burbridge

Cincinnati Commercial

Cincinnati Enquire

date and place of birth

death of

as newspaper editor

as newspaper publisher

as a reporter

McCulloch, Ben

Battle of Wilson’s Creek

date and place of birth

Davy Crockett and

death of

local politics and

military service of

portrait of

post Mexican-American War

Sterling Price and

McCulloch, Henry Eustace

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

local politics

military service of

post Civil War

Texas Rangers and

Walker’s Texas Division and

McCulloch, Hugh

as bank president

as comptroller of U.S. currency

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as secretary of the treasury (U. S.)

McDowell, Battle of

casualties

chronology

description of

reason for

results of

McDowell, Irvin

Abraham Lincoln and

Bull Run, First and Second Battles of

chronology

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

his plan for advancing into Virginia

portrait of

reports on the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861)

McGinnis, George Francis

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

McGowan, Samuel

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

McGuire, Hunter Holmes

date and place of birth

death of

education of

medical positions of

military service of

post Civil War

“Stonewall” Jackson and

McHugh, John

McIntosh, James McQueen

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

McIntosh, John Baillie

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

naval service of

Third Battle of Winchester

McIntosh, William

McKay, Charlotte Johnson

Battle of Gettysburg and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

her father

marriage of

memoirs of

nursing career of

McKean, William Wister

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

McKinley, William, Jr.

assassination of

date and place of birth

education of

military service of

portrait of

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. president

McKinstry, Justus

Child, Pratt & Fox

corruption of

court-martial of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

McLaws, Lafayette

at the Battle of Chancellorsville

command, relieved of

controversy of

court-martial of

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

McLean, John

date and place of birth

death of

Groves v. Slaughter

Prigg v. Pennsylvania

Scott v. Sandford (Dred Scott case)

on slavery

United States v. Amistad

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. Supreme Court justice

McLean, Wilmer

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his home

marriage of

McLean house in Appomattox Court House

postbellum

surrender of the Confederacy

McMillan, James Winning

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Red River Campaign

McNair, Evander

Battle of Chickamauga

Battle of Stones River

date and place of birth

death of

McNeill, John Hanson

date and place of birth

death of

McNeill’s Rangers

military service of

his sons

wounding of

McNeill’s Rangers

capture of Union generals Kelley and Crook

commanders of

date of initial organization

number of men in

Partisan Ranger Act

success of

surrender of

McPherson, James Birdseye

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

quote on

McRae, Dandridge

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Theophilus Holmes and

Meade, George Gordon

as Army of the Potomac commander

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

letter about Grant (December 20, 1863)

military career of

an opinion of

photograph of

post Civil War

reputation of

Ulysses S. Grant and

Meagher, Thomas Francis

date and place of birth

death of

Irish Brigade

Irish Zouaves

military service of

portrait of

post Civil War

Meagher’s Provisional Division

composition of

date organized

detachments of

number of men in

Thomas Francis Meagher and

Mechanicsville, Battle of

date of

description of

location of

outcome of

reason for

strength of forces in

Medal of Honor

Absalom Baird

Adelbert Ames

African Americans

Alexander Shaler

Alexander Stewart Webb

Alonzo Cushing

Andrew Jackson Smith

Army version of

awarding of

Bernard J. D. Irwin

Charles Henry Smith

Charles Henry Tompkins

chronology

Confederate

criteria for

Daniel Adams Butterfield

Daniel Edgar Sickles

David Sloane Stanley

design of

Ephraim Elmer Ellsworth

establishment of

Eugene Asa Carr

first act to be recognized for

first contemporary awarding of

first recipient of

Frances Jay Herron

Francis Edwin Brownell

Frank D. Baldwin

Frederick Fuger

Galusha Pennypacker

Great Locomotive Chase and

Henry O’Brien

Hubert Anton Casimir Dilger

intent of (original)

Jacob Parrot

Joachim Peace

John B. Mackie

John Cleveland Robinson

John Davis

John Frederick Hartranft

John H. Ferrell

John McAllister Schofield

John McHugh

John Porter Hatch

John Wilson Sprague

Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain

Julius Stahel-Szamvald

Lewis Addison Grant

Luigi Palma di Cesnola

Manning Ferguson Force

Marine Corps Brevet Medal and

Marshall Sherman

Martin Freeman

Mary Edwards Walker

multiple winners of

Navy version of

Newton Martin Curtis

number issued during the Civil War

number of African Americans receiving

number of times awarded during Civil War

officer eligibility

Oliver Otis Howard

Orlando Bolivar Willcox

purge of the Roll of Honor

reason for

Roll of Honor, purge of

Rufus Saxton

Thomas Custer

U. S. Marine Corps

William Henry Powell

William Woodall

medals, decorations, and military honors

brevet promotions

campaign medals

Confederate awards

congressional honors

decorations

Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion (Hammond)

Medical Department, Confederate

categories of Confederate military medical personnel

evacuation of wounded soldiers

medicines and hospital surprise

record keeping

responsibilities of

Samuel P. Moore and

Southern military surgeons

types of hospitals for

Medical Department, U. S.

ambulance and field relief system

at the beginning of the Civil War

categories of positions

field hospitals

general hospitals

Jonathan Letterman and

medicines and hospital surprise

number of beds

number of hospitals

pavilion hospitals

reorganization of

responsibilities of

specialized hospitals

surgeon general

U. S. Sanitary Commission

medicine

ambulance drill at the Army of the Potomac headquarters

anesthesia

at the beginning of the Civil War

Civil War wounds caused by bullets (percentage)

common diseases during the American Civil War

disease

field amputation

field hospitals

First Battle Bull Run and

heroic practices

Jonathan Letterman and

minié ball wounds

number of beds

number of hospitals

nursing care

Samuel Preston Moore and

Union record keeping

U. S. Sanitary Commission

William A. Hammond and

Medill, Joseph

as Chicago mayor

Chicago Tribune

date and place of birth

death of

as editor and publisher

Republican Party, founding of

slavery and

Meigs, John Rodgers

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his family

military service of

retaliation for his death

Meigs, Montgomery Cunningham

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as a logician

military service of

portrait of

post Civil War

Melville, Herman

Aspects of the War

Battle-Piece

date and place of birth

death of

Moby Dick

scarlet fever

as whaler

Memminger, Christopher Gustavus

as Confederate secretary of the treasury

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

on secession

Mémoires du Général Cluseret (Cluseret)

Memoirs (Grant)

The Memoirs of General William T. Sherman, (Sherman)

Memoirs of Robert E. Lee: His Military and Personal History (Long)

Memoranda during the War (Whitman)

Memorial Day

Arlington National Cemetery

date of

expansion of

first occurrence of

first use of term

at Gettysburg battlefield

official recognition of

original name of

in the South

memorials, Confederate

African American monuments

Confederate Memorial at Stone Mountain, Georgia

Confederate Monument at Arlington National Cemetery

definition of memorials

first significant monument to Confederate hero

forms of

great age of Civil War monument building

honoring Confederate womanhood

Ladies Memorial Associations (LMAs)

locations of

mail ordered statues

Monument Avenue, Richmond

number of soldiers dead in Civil War

sculpted memorials

small-town monuments

unveiling rituals

memorials, U. S.

to Abraham Lincoln

African American monuments

Augustus Saint-Gaudens commissions

Colonel Robert Gould Shaw and the 54th Regiment Memorial

definition of memorials

Emancipation Group

forms of

General Grant National Memorial

Gettysburg Battlefield Memorial Association

Grant’s Tomb

Lincoln Memorial

National Cemetery system

Norfolk, Virginia, black soldier monument

number of soldiers dead in Civil War

percentage of African Americans dead in Civil War

soldier type of

Spirit of Freedom African American Civil War Memorial

Memphis, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

line engraving of

outcome of

reason for

Memphis & Charleston Railroad

date charted

date completed

fall of Huntsville and

length of

postbellum

route of

as strategic asset

Union attack on

Memphis Appeal

Benjamin F. Dill

as the Commercial Appeal

date founded

Henry Van Pelt

John R. McClanahan

relocations of

siege of Atlanta and

Mercer, Hugh Weedon

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

drafting of free blacks and slaves

education of

his family

imprisonment of

military career of

postbellum

Mercer, Samuel

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

Mercier, Henri

date and place of birth

death of

diplomacy of

education of

his father

as minister to the United States

Southern cotton, securing of

Meredith, Solomon

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

as U. S. marshal

Meridian Campaign

casualties

dates of

description of

reason for

strength of forces

Merritt, Wesley

date and place of birth

death of

education of

frontier service

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Spanish-American War service

as superintendent of West Point

Merryman, Ex Parte. See Ex Parte Merryman

Merryman, John

Baltimore rioting

date and place of birth

death of

Ex Parte Merryman and

George Cadwalader and

habeas corpus, suspension of

as lieutenant in Maryland militia

Robert B. Taney ruling on

treason charge

Mervine, William

command, relieved of

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

Ship Island

Mexican-American War, legacy of the

and the Civil War

land acquired from Mexico after the Mexican-American War (in acres)

slavery and

Wilmot Proviso

Winfield Scott

Zachary Taylor

Mexico

Battle of Puebla

Benito Juárez

the Confederacy and

foreign debt postponement

France and

instability of

invasion of

Maximilian

Napoleon and

neutrality and

Michigan

24th Michigan Infantry

Austin Blair and

generals from

geographic location of

noncontiguous peninsulas

number of Michigan men serving in Civil War

population of (1860)

size of

Middle and Eastern Florida, Confederate Department of

commanders of

date created

date dissolved

headquarters of

Middleburg, Battle of

casualties

dates of

description of

results of

Middle Creek, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Middle Department, Union

date established

Jubal Early’s Washington Raid

Lew Wallace and

organization of military units

purpose of

states included in

VIII Corps

Middle Military Division, Union

date created

date disbanded

Philip Sheridan and

purpose of

Middle Tennessee, Confederate Army of

date dissolved

date established

divisions of

origin of name

Miles, Nelson Appleton

date and place of birth

death of

Indian Wars and

military career of

opposition to Spanish-American War

portrait of

post Civil War

Pullman Strike and

retirement of

Theodore Roosevelt and

Miles, William Porcher

Confederate politics and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

marriage of

military service of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

Miles court of inquiry

date of

Dixon S. Miles

historians opinion of

outcome of

reason for

Milford, Battle of

military bands

composition and organization of

Confederate bands

consolidation/downsizing of

pay

regimental bands

size of

Union Army regimental fife-and-drum corps

Union bands

well-known military bands

military education

American Literary, Scientific and Military Academy (ALSMA) at

Auburn University

Civil War generals and

Clemson University

expansion of

Georgia Military Institute

GMI

Hillsboro Military Academy

Louisiana State Seminary and Military Academy

Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act and

North Carolina Military Institute

number of military colleges in slaveholding states

post Civil War

sectional tensions and

South Carolina Military Academy (SCMA)

Southern military school alumni and their service

Texas A&M University

University of Alabama

U. S. Military Academy at West Point

Virginia Military Institute (VMI)

West Point graduates and the Civil War

military manuals

from 1862 1865

The Artillerist’s Manual

Cavalry Tactics

An Elementary Treatise on Advance Guard, Out-Post, and Detachment Service of Troops

Elements of Military Art and Science

infantry

Infantry Tactics

Manual of Instruction

Manual of Naval Tactics

other books

Revised Instruction for Field Artillery

Revised Regulations

Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics

Squadron Tactics under Steam

Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States

bylaws of

date founded

explanation of

founders of

at its zenith

The Military Policy of the United States Space (Upton)

military ranks

basic categories of enlisted personnel

cadets

classes of soldiers

of Confederate States of America

midshipmen

NCOs

officers, division of

pay grade and

specialist officers

of United States Army

of United States Coast Guard

of United States Marine Corps

of United States Navy

Military Telegraph Service, U. S.

Anson Stage and

date created

number of employees

number of miles of telegraph line

personnel of

purpose of

sabotage of a telegraph wire

security of

Miller, Stephen

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

as Minnesota governor

post Civil War

Miller, William

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

Miller’s The Photographic History of the Civil War. See The Photographic History of the Civil War

Milligan, Ex Parte. See Ex Parte Milligan

Milligan, Lambdin Purdy

arrest of

date and place of birth

death of

electioneering failures

Ex Parte Milligan

as a lawyer

Order of American Nights and

significance of

U. S. Supreme Court ruling on

Milliken’s Bend, Battle of

African American soldiers in

casualties

date of

description of

location of

results of

sketch of

Mill Springs, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

Felix K. Zollicoffer and

reason for

results of

retreat

Milroy, Robert Huston

court of inquiry

date and place of birth

death of

debacle at Winchester

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Milton, Battle of. See Vaught’s Hill, Battle of

Milton, John

date and place of birth

education of

as Florida governor

military service of

post Civil War

suicide of

Mine Creek, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

reason for

Mine Run Campaign

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

results of

Minié, Claude-Étienne

date and place of birth

death of

French government reward

minié ball invention

Minnesota

1st Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment

contributions to the Union Army

date admitted to Union

geographic position of

Minnesota Sioux Uprising

population of (1860)

size of

Minnesota, 1st Volunteer Infantry Regiment. See 1st Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment

Minnesota Sioux Uprising. See Sioux Uprising

Missionary Ridge, Battle of

Battle of Ringgold Gap

casualties

date of

depiction of

description of

results of

strength of forces

Mississippi

chronology

cotton and

diversification, lack of

effect of Civil War

geographic location of

Meridian

natural resources of

political environment of

secession of

settlement of

size of

Mississippi, Confederate Army of

first iteration of

second iteration of

third iteration of

versions of

Mississippi, Union Army of the

commander of

date established

military actions of

Mississippi, Union Department of the

Battles of Shiloh

commanders of

Henry Halleck and

incarnations of

Island No. 10

resurrection of

Mississippi, Union Military Division of the

date discontinued

date established

military actions of

Mississippi and East Louisiana, Confederate Department of

area of

commanders of

date established

discontinuation of

divisions of

Mississippi Marine Brigade

Alfred W. Ellet and

controversy

criticism of

date of disbandment

date organized

first operation of

purpose of

recruitment

Mississippi River

chronology

cities and towns of

civil war and

drainage area of

length of

navigation of

sections of

significance of

Mississippi Sound

hurricanes and

islands of

location of

port cities located on

principal tributaries draining into

shipping channels

size of

Mississippi Squadron, U.S. Navy

Andrew H. Foote and

Cairo, Illinois

Charles H. Davis

chronology

David Dixon Porter and

first major task for

Fort Pillow action

ironclads

John Rogers and

purpose of

timberclads

Union gunboats

Missouri

Battle of Independence

Battle of Lexington

Battle of Newtonia

Battle of Pea Ridge

Battle of Westport

Battle of Wilson’s Creek

chronology

Claiborne F. Jackson and

Confederate invasion of

contributions to the Civil War

Francis P. Blair Sr. and

geographic location of

guerrilla warfare in

number of battles, sieges, and skirmishes in

population of (1860)

secession and

size of

Southern sympathizers in

state arsenal, Union securing arms from

state militia, call for

Sterling Price and

Union capture of Springfield

Missouri, Confederate Army of

date dissolved

date formed

defeats of

number of men in

Missouri, Union Department of the

area of

changes in (January 1864)

commanders of

date dissolved

date established

date reestablished

headquarters of

Illinois and

Missouri, Union Military Division of the

commander of

date created

date dissolved

Missouri Compromise

admission to the Union and the

antislavery amendment

definition of

excerpts from

expansion of slavery and

on free blacks and mulattos

Jesse Thomas and

Kansas-Nebraska Act

line of

map illustrating Missouri Compromise of 1820

Mexican-American War and

nullification

popular sovereignty and

Tallmadge amendment

Wilmot Proviso

Mitchel, Ormsby MacKnight

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Mitchelville

Mitchell, John Grant

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Mitchell, John Kirkwood

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

postbellum

as prisoner war

surrender of

Mobile, Alabama, siege of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

results of

Spanish Fort, evacuation of

Mobile, Confederate Army of

date created

date disbanded

formation of

Mobile Bay

Civil War actions on

death of

deepest channel of

first exploration of

geographic location of

head of

Mobile, Alabama

mouth of

size of

strategic significance of

tributaries of

Mobile Bay, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

David G. Farragut

description of

map of

painting of

results of

the Selma

significance of

statistics of

the Tennessee

Monett’s Ferry, Louisiana, engagement at. See Cane River Crossing, Louisiana, engagement at

Monitor, USS

characteristics of

chronology

commander of

current status of

date commissioned

designer of

freeboard

hulls of

illustration of

John Ericsson and

John L. Worden and

pilothouse

as revolutionary

shakedown cruise

sinking of

turret of

vs. Virginia

Monitor mania

Monocacy, Battle of

chronology

date of

description of

results of

Monongahela, Union Department of

area of

date dissolve

date established

headquarters of

Monroe, James

Monroe Doctrine (December 2, 1823) [excerpts]

Monroe’s Crossroads, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

forces involved in

results of

Montague, Robert Latane

as advisor to Virginia governor Letcher

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

Second Confederate Congress and

Virginia Secession Convention and

Montgomery, Alabama

Montgomery, James

conflict with proslavery elements

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

“Self-Protective Company”

Montgomery Convention

actions authorized by

Confederate Constitution

Confederate government created by

dates of

depiction of opening session

failure of

Moody, Young Marshall

Archibald Gracie and

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Moore, Andrew Barry

as Alabama governor

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Moore, John Creed

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

at Shelby College

Moore, Patrick Theodore

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

surrender of

Moore, Samuel Preston

date and place of birth

death of

education of

management style of

post Civil War

as surgeon general of the Confederacy

Moore, Thomas Overton

date and place of birth

death of

his grandfather

as Louisiana governor

post Civil War

Moorefield, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Mordechai, Alfred

date and place of birth

death of

education of

importance of

military career of

Napoleon cannon

ordinance testing and

Ordnance Manual for the Use of Officers of the United States Army

portrait of

his son

Morell, George Webb

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

resigning commission

Morgan, Charles Hale

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Morgan, Edwin Denison

Andrew Johnson and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as major general of volunteers

as New York governor

New York politics and

portrait of

as U. S. senator

Morgan, George Washington

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

on slavery

as U. S. congressman

Morgan, James Dada

1st Illinois Infantry and

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

as shipwrecked

Morgan, John Hunt

Battle of Vaught’s Hil

capture of

chronology

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

escape from the Ohio State Penitentiary

military career of

Ohio raid of

portrait of

raid into Kentucky

Morgan, John Pierpoint

as accountant

arms scheme of

charitable contributions

date and place of birth

death of

Drexel, Morgan, and Company

education of

General Electric and

gold trading scheme

International Mercantile Marine Company

supplying gold to the U. S. government

United States Steel Corporation and

U. S. railroads and

Morgan, John Tyler

5th Alabama Infantry and

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

Morgan, Sarah

diary entry about secession (May 14, 1862)

diary entry about the destruction of the Arkansas (August 5, 1862)

importance of

Morgan’s Christmas Raid

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

number of prisoners taken

reason for

results of

Morgan’s Ohio Raid

capture of Morgan

casualties

dates of

deceiving his superiors

description of

illustration of

reason for

results of

Morrill, Justin Smith

date and place of birth

death of

Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act

Tariff Act of 186

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act

amount of land distributed

date expanded

distribution of

Hatch Act

initial goal of

Justin S. Morrill and

land-grant colleges and universities

notable universities and

purpose of

Morris, Thomas Armstrong

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Morse, Samuel Finley Breese

as artist

date and place of birth

date of first commercial telegraph company

death of

education of

Military Telegraph Service

single-wire telegraph and

views of

mortar boats

armament

description of

designation of

design of

dimensions of

illustration of

purpose of

mortars

13-inch mortar

coehorn mortars

“the Dictator”

fixed elevation of

ranges of

siege or seacoast types

use of

western rivers and

Morton, James St. Clair

date and place of birth

death of

education of

malaria and

military career of

Morton, Oliver Hazard Perry Throck

abolition and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Indiana governor

legacy of

portrait of

as U. S. senator

Mosby, John Singleton

as assistant attorney general of the U. S.

capture of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as “Gray Ghost”

Greenback Raid

military service of

portrait of

post Civil War

raids of

wounding of

Mosby’s Rangers

43rd Virginia Cavalry Battalion

after Appomattox

areas of operation

capture of brigadier general Stoughton

civilian help

John Singleton Mosby

method of operation

number of men in

purpose of

success of

Union opposition to

women and

Mosby’s West Virginia Raid

dates of

description of

as the Greenback Raid

results of

Mott, Gershom

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Mule Shoe assault

post Civil War

wounding of

Mott, Lucretia Coffin

on abolitionism

date and place of birth

death of

education of

First Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women

illustration of

James Mott

Pennsylvania Peace Society and

as Quicker Minister

Swarthmore College and

women’s rights convention

Mountain Department, Union

area of

commanders of

date created

date disbanded

John C. Frémont and

Mouton, Jean-Jacques Alexander Alfred

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

wounding of

Mower, Joseph Anthony

39th Infantry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Red River Campaign

Mr. Buchanan’s Administration on the Eve of the Rebellion (Buchanan)

Mudd, Samuel Alexander

conspiracy charges

date and place of birth

death of

education of

exoneration of

John Wilkes Booth and

pardon of

photograph of

trial of

Mud March

Ambrose E. Burnside

as Burnside’s Quagmire

dates of

description of

reason for

Munford, Thomas Taylor

court-martial of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

memoir of

military service of

post Civil War

Thomas L. Rosser and

Munfordville, Kentucky, siege of

casualties

dates of

description of

location of

prisoners

results of

Murphy, Isaac

as Arkansas governor

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

public service of

on secession

Murrah, Pendleton

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Texas governor

music

“Annie Laurie”

ballads

“The Battle Hymn of the Republic”

“The Bonnie Blue Flag”

“Dixie”

“Grafted into the Army”

“Home Sweet Home”

“John Brown’s Body”

“The Last Rose of Summer”

“Listen to the Mockingbird”

“Lorena”

“Marching through Georgia”

“Maryland My Maryland”

number of songs published

parody and

regional songs

satirical songs

“Shenandoah”

“Somebody’s Darling”

songsters

“Weeping, Sad and Lonely”

“When Johnny Comes Marching Home”

“The Yellow Rose of Texas”

muskets. See rifles

Myer, Albert James

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Fort Meyer and

Manual of Signals for the United States Army and Navy

military career of

post Civil War

single flag communications (wigwag) and

U. S. Army Signal Corps and

U. S. Weather Bureau and

Myers, Abraham Charles

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Jefferson Davis and

military career of

as quartermaster general

My Life on the Plains (Armstrong)

Myrtle Street Federal Military Prison, St. Louis. See Gratiot Street and Myrtle Street Federal Military Prisons, St. Louis

My Story of the War (Livermore)

Namozine Church, Battle of

description of

Medal of Honor

results of

Tom Custer and

Napoleon III

American Civil War neutrality

Archduke Maximilian and

Austro-Prussian War of 1866

Bismarck and

date and place of birth

death of

family of

foreign policies of

Franco-Prussian War

international relations

intervention in Mexico

portrait of

as prisoner

rise to power

rule of

Napoleon 12-pounder gun

American manufacturer of

ammunition

characteristics of

naming of

number produced

official name of

photograph of

Pickett’s Charge and

safety of

A Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861 (Patterson)

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (Douglass)

Narrative of William W. Brown, a Fugitive Slave, Written by Himself

Nashville, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

illustration of

results of

Nashville, Tennessee

Atlanta Campaign and

brothels

Hood’s siege of

importance of

as major Union supply center

Union capture of

Nashville Convention

dates of

delegates to

Missouri Compromise and

purpose of

reconvening of

resolutions of

Nassau, Bahamas

Nast, Thomas

as cartoonist

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper

as general counsel to Ecuador

Harpers Weekly

as political king maker

Theodore Roosevelt and

National Anti-Slavery Standard (newspaper)

National Cemetery System

changes and improvements to

cost of burial program

General Order No. 33, Section II

General Order No. 75

identified/unidentified bodies

marking graves

number of national cemeteries established

purpose of

reburial program

responsibilities of commanders

national days of prayer and fasting

National Freedman’s Relief Association

National Tribune

National Union Party

Abraham Lincoln and

Andrew Johnson and

date created

purpose of

National Woman’s Relief Corps

date organized

leadership of

mission of

requirements for membership

scholarships and

work of

Native Americans, Confederate. See Confederate Indians

Native Americans in the Civil War

assimilation and

Battle of Pea Ridge

Battle of the Crater

Canyon de Chelly Campaign

Cherokees

Christopher “Kit” Carson

circumstances encouraging

in Colorado

Comanches

Company K Native Americans

Confederate Indian infantry regiments

disregard for

exploitation of

Five Civilized Tribes and

Kiowas

legacy of

Mescalero Apache removal

Minnesota Sioux Uprising

Navajo removal

number of

relocation of Native Americans

Stand Watie

treaties and

nativism

Catholicism and

definition of

the Germans

the Irish

the Italians

Know-Nothing Party

nativist sentiments

in U. S. politics

violence and

Natural Bridge, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Nature (Emerson)

Navajo removal

1861 treaty

1868 treaty

Bosque Redondo Reservation

Canyon de Chelly Campaign

Canyon de Chelly campaign

Christopher “Kit” Carson and

Doniphan’s treaty

Edward Richard Sprigg Canby and

Fort Defiance, attack on

James Henry Carlton and

the Long Walk

peace treaties

significance of

Naval Academy, Confederate

admissions to

date studies began

John Mercer Brooke and

objective of

the Patrick Henry

for superintendent and commandant

training vessel of

William Harwar Parker and

Naval Academy, U. S.

curriculum changes

date established

date opened

George S. Blake and

midshipmen education

to Newport, Rhode Island

purpose of

superintendents of

Naval Brigade

armament of

Battle of Honey Hill

commander of

date created

Fort Fisher Campaign

John A. Dahlgren and

number of men in

purpose of

at Tulifinny Cross Roads

naval gunnery

assignments

boarding crew armament

chief cause of casualties

firing sequence

manning ratios

ordinance instructions

“powder monkey”aboard the New Hampshire

standard procedures of

Naval Investigating Board, Confederate Congress

naval ordnance

Dahlgren shell guns

difference between union Union and Confederate

foundries

ricochet fire

rifled guns

shell

shell guns

shot guns

solid shot

type of

Navy, Confederate

blockade-running

chronology

commerce raiding

disadvantages of

ironclad ships

James D. Bulloch and

Marine Corps strength

ordinance

percentage of Confederate budget for

record of

river war

steam engines

Stephen R. Mallory and

strength of

submarine

Torpedo Bureau

torpedoes

trained officers

Navy, U. S.

blockade duties

chronology

commerce raiders

Kearsarge vs. Alabama

logistics

Monitor vs. CSS Virginia

operations in the West

Trent Affair

Neale Publishing Company

better-known imprints of

date closed

date founded

number of books produced

types of books produced

Nebraska territory

date created

date of statehood

geographic location of

on the issue of slavery

number of men serving in Civil War

population of (1870)

size of

Negley, James Scott

charges against

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Neill, Thomas Hewson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Nelson, Allison

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Nelson, Samuel

as associate justice of the U. S. Supreme Court

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Ex Parte Milligan

Ex Parte Vallandigham

postbellum

Prize Cases

Scott v. Sandford decision

Second Circuit federal courts and

specialty of

Nelson, William

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

duel of

education of

event looking and

military career of

wounding of

Nevada

amount of gold and silver bullion supplied to U. S.

Comstock Lode

geographic location of

James N. Nye and

number of Nevadans in Civil War

population of (1860)

statehood

New Bern, Battle of

casualties

Confederate defensive line

date of

description of

illustration of

location of

results of

New Bern, North Carolina, Confederate raid on

dates of

description of

plan of attack

responsibility for failure of

Newburgh, Indiana, Confederate Raid on

Adam R. Johnson and

date of

description of

Quaker guns

results of

New England, Union Department of

date dissolved

date formed

function of

William F. Butler and

New England Emigrant Aid Company

New Hampshire

contributions to the Civil War

geographic location of

Ichabod Goodwin

Joseph A. Gilmore

number of New Hampshire men serving in Civil War

population of (1860)

Republican Party and

size of

wartime governors of

New Hope Church, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

results of

New Ironsides, USS

alternative name for

armament

characteristics of

date commissioned

designer of

Fort Fisher and

illustration of

loss of

South Atlantic Blockade Squadron and

specifications of

speed of

New Jersey

Abraham Lincoln and

characteristics of typical borders state

contributions to Civil War

Emancipation Proclamation reaction

geographic location of

on the issue of slavery

number of New Jersey men serving in Civil War

population of (1860)

size of

southern area of

New Jerseyst Brigade. See 1st New Jersey Brigade

New Jersey, 12th Infantry Regiment. See 12th New Jersey Infantry Regiment

New Market, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

John C. Breckenridge

location of

reason for

results of

strength of forces

VMI cadets and

New Market Heights, Battle of

African American troops and

Benjamin F. Butler

date of

description of

location of

results of

New Market Road, Battle of. See Deep Bottom, First Battle of

New Mexico, Confederate Army of

date dissolved

Henry Hopkins Sibley and

military actions of

strength of

supply problems

New Mexico, Union Department of

area of

commanders of

date established

dissolution of

E. R. S. Canby and

New Mexico Territory

Arizona and

Battle of Glorieta Pass

Battle of Val Verde

E. R. S. Canby

Henry Hopkins Sibley

importance of

ordinance of secession

population of (1860)

Provisional Confederate Territory of Arizona

separation of

territorial convention

New Orleans, Louisiana

capture of (excerpt from John R. Bartlett)

chronology

David G. Farragut and

location of

siege of

significance of

Union occupation of

New Orleans Campaign

casualties

command structure of

Confederate defenses

date of Union possession of New Orleans

dates of

David D. Porter and

David G. Farragut and

description of

illustration of Union shore party landing at New Orleans

reason for

results of

running the forts below New Orleans, April 24, 1862

surrender of forts

Newport News, Virginia

Battle of Big Bethel

Battle of Hampton Roads

Camp Butler

location of

Petersburg Campaign

strategic importance of

New River Valley Campaign

casualties

dates of

description of

purpose of

results of

Newsom, Ella King

alternative name for

date and place of birth

death of

hospitals, organizing

marriage of

nursing career of

post Civil War

“The Soldiers’ Paradise”

newspaper (Union) report about the Battle of Antietam (Smalley)

newspaper, soldiers,’

contents of

definition of

estimated number of

frequency of

production of

A New System of Infantry Tactics (Upton)

Newton, John

Burnside imbroglio and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

I Corps and

military career of

Newtonia, First Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

outcome of

reason for

Newtonia, Second Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

outcome of

New York

arms factories

Conscription Act

contributions to the Union

corruption and graft

Emancipation Proclamation and

geographic location of

manufacturing and finance

newspapers

New York City

New York City draft rioting

New York Democrats

number of New York men in Civil War

plot to burn New York City

population of (1860)

sides of

textile mills

upstate New York

New York, Union Department of

date created

dissolution of

reason for

strength of force

New York City, attempt to burn

Confederate Army of Manhattan

date of

failure of

Greek fire

plan for

reason for

Robert Cobb Kennedy and

Robert M. Martin and

New York City draft riots

amount of property damage

casualties

commutation fees

dates of

description of

Emancipation Proclamation and

Enrollment Act

illustration of the lynching of an African American by rioters

letter about (Whitman)

reason for

New York Evening Post

New York Herald

Amistad Affair

circulation of

as critical of abolitionism

date established

Gordon Bennett Sr. and

James Gordon Bennett and

James Gordon Bennett Jr. and

merger of

price of

sensationalism and

sympathetic to the South

New York Times

date established

founders of

Frank Wilkie

George Jones

Henry Jarvis Raymond and

impartiality

James Swinton

notable writers

original name of

printing of full information

scoops of

support for Lincoln

Walt Whitman and

New York Tribune

abolitionism

circulation of

coverage of Civil War battles

Horace Greeley and

influence of

Karl Marx

Lincoln administration and

as pro-Republican

reconciliation

takeover of

Nicholls, Francis Redding Tillou

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Louisiana governor

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Nicolay, John George

Abraham Lincoln: A History

Abraham Lincoln and

birth name

date and place of birth

death of

as U. S. consul to France

nitre bureaus

Andrew A. Harwood

British India

Confederacy stock of nitrate

E. I. Du Pont de Nemours and Company

gunpowder

Henry Du Pont

Isaac M. St. John

John A. Dahlgren

John W. Dwight

Lammot Du Pon

mining of nitrate

New Haven Chemical Company

nitrate, use of

Nitre Corps

production of nitrate

purpose of

source of nitrate

Union stock of nitrate

Norfleet House, Virginia, engagements at

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Norfork, Virginia, Union capture of

chronology

date of

description of

Gosport (Norfolk) Navy Yard

location of

photograph of Norfolk following its capture

results of

Norfork Navy Yard

Charles S. McCauley

chronology

defense of

description of

destruction of

as Gosport Navy Yard

Hiram Paulding

illustration of the destruction of Gosport Navy Yard

the Merrimack and

strategic location of

the Virginia and

North Anna River, Battle of the

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron

blockade-runners and

commanders of

Gideon Welles and

jurisdiction of

Louis M. Goldsborough and

Richmond, Virginia

suitable ships for

Wilmington, North Carolina

North Carolina

contributions to the Confederacy

Democratic Party in

divided allegiances

Governor Zebulon Vance

John Ellis

military campaigns

number of military deaths

number of North Carolinians in Civil War

population of (1860)

secession

size of

slavery

Whig Party in

North Carolina, Confederate Department of

commanders of

date dissolved

date established

extension of

jurisdiction of

origins of

North Carolina, Union Department of

Ambrose P. Burnside and

commanders of

date created

date dissolved

John M. Schofield and

resurrection of

North Carolina and Southern Virginia, Confederate Department of

commanders of

date established

renaming of

territory of

troop strength

Northeastern Virginia, Union Department of

commander of

date created

date dissolved

First Battle of Bull Run

territory of

Northern Department, Union

changes to

commanders of

date created

date dissolved

mission of

troop strength

Northern Virginia, Confederate Army of

Battle of Cold Harbor

Battle of Spotsylvania Court House

Battle of the North Anna River

Battle of the Wilderness

Bristoe Campaign

corps of

date dissolved

First Battle Bull Run

First Battle of Fredericksburg

first name of

Joseph E. Johnston and

Mine Run Campaign

parole

reorganizations of

Robert E. Lee and

size of

Northern Virginia, Confederate Department of

commanders of

date created

headquarters of

territory of

Northrop, Lucius Bellinger

arrest of

charges placed against

as commissary general of the Confederacy

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Jefferson Davis and

military service of

reputation of

wounding of

Northwest, Confederate Army of the

commanders of

date created

date dissolve

mission of

Northwest, Union Department of the

commanders of

date created

date dissolved

John Pope

Minnesota Sioux Uprising

Santee Sioux executions

Northwest Conspiracy

date of

failure of

plan for rebellion

purpose of

Norwich University

civil engineering and

the Civil War and

current location of

date founded

founder of

intent of the school

original name of

renaming of

Notes on Spain and Spaniards in the Summer of 1859, with a Glance at Sardinia (Pettigrew)

Nueces, Battle of the

casualties

commemoration of

date of

description of

prisoners

results of

nullification

associated with secession

definition of

first introduction of

Hartford Convention

Nullification Crisis (1831)

resurrection of

Thomas Jefferson on

Numbers and Losses in the Civil War

contents of

current status of

disparity between Confederate and Union forces

sources for

Thomas L. Livermore and

Nurse and Spy in the Union Army (Edmonds)

nurses

age restrictions for

Clarissa “Clara” Harlowe Barton

Confederate hospitals

Dorothea Lynde Dix

duties of

Florence Nightingale

length of service of (Union)

notable Confederate nurses

notable Union nurses

number of men and women involved with nursing

nurse Annie Bell caring for two wounded Union soldier

nursing requirements (Union)

Orders of Catholic Sisters

pay of (Union)

Southern women and nursing

U. S. Sanitary Commission

Oak Grove, Battle of

alternative names for

date of

description of

location of

naming of

reason for

results of

Oak Hills, Battle of. See Wilson’s Creek, Battle of

Ocean Pond, Battle of. See Olustee, Battle of

Odell, Moses Fowler

date and place of birth

death of

as naval agent

as U. S. congressman

Oeser, Felix

offensive-defense of strategy

attrition

enemy initiative

intention of

large-scale offensive actions

modern criticism of

Northern public opinion

ultimate intent

Oglesby, Richard James

date and place of birth

death of

as Illinois governor

military career of

as U. S. senator

Ohio

border state characteristics

Democratic Party and

industry

military actions in

military and political leaders from

number of Ohioans in Civil War

number of regiments from

population of (1860)

recruitment in

Republican Party and

Salineville battle

size of

support for the Union

Ohio, Union Army of the

Ambrose Burnside

Atlanta Campaign and

commanders of

Don Carlos Buell and

first/second Army of

John M. Schofield and

use of name

well-known Union armies during the Civil War

Ohio, Union Department of the

commanders of

date dissolved

date established

expansion of

merges

resurrection of

territory of

Ohio in the War (Whitelaw)

Ohio Penitentiary

Confederate prisoners of war

dates of operation

description of

executions in

John Hunt Morgan escape from

location of

reputation of

Okolona, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

results of

Olcott, Henry S.: essay on army supply fraud and the poem “Song of the Shoddy” (September 21, 1861)

Old Abe

8th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment and

acquisition of

during battle

death of

naming of

photograph of

Reputation of

retirement of

as the “Yankee Buzzard”

Old Capital Prison

death rate in

living conditions

location of

Old Capitol building

prison population

use of

William P. Wood and

Olden, Charles Smith

date and place of birth

death of

as a judge

as New Jersey governor

in New Jersey Senate

Republican Party and

In Ole Virginia or Marse Chan and Other Stories (Page)

Olmsted, Frederick Law

Central Park, New York City and

date and place of birth

death of

estate landscaping

park design

U. S. Capitol landscaping

U. S. Sanitary Commission and

Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England

World’s Columbian Exposition design

Olustee, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

location of

outcome of

reason for

Olustee, CSS

Omnibus Revenue Act

O’Neal, Edward Asbury

as Alabama governor

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Opdycke, Samuel Emerson

as an abolitionist

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

Opequon Creek, Battle of. See Winchester, Third Battle of

Opothleyahola, Chief

Orange & Alexandria Railroad

Confederate Army and

connections of

current status

First/Second Battle of Bull Run

length of

locomotive of the Orange & Alexandria Railroad

strategic importance of

Union Army and

Orchard Knob, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

location of

reason for

results of

Ord, Edward Otho Cresap

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Order of American Knights

Harrison H. Dodd and

impact of

John P. Sanderson and

Phineas C. Wright and

purpose of

renaming of

Ordnance Manual for the Use of Officers of the United States Army (Mordechai)

Oregon

1st Oregon Cavalry Regiment

A. C. Gibbs and

Civil War volunteers

date admitted to the Union

Edward D. Baker and

free blacks and

John Whiteaker and

population of (1860)

slavery and

Orme, William Ward

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Orphan Brigade

1st Kentucky Brigade

battles of

commanders of

number of men in

reputation of

Orr, James Lawrence

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

as secessionist

as South Carolina governor

as U. S. congressman

Osage, Battle of the. See Marais des Cygnes River, Battle of the; Mine Creek, Battle of

Osage, U. S.

Ostend Manifesto

authors of

Black Warrior seizure

effect of

Franklin Pierce and

intention of

meaning of

public reaction to

purchase of Cuba

seizure of Cuba

slavery and

Osterhaus, Peter Joseph

date and place of birth

death of

diplomatic appointments of

education of

military career of

wounding of

O’Sullivan, Timothy

battles photographed

Darién Expedition

date and place of birth

death of

geological work of

as photographer

postbellum

wet collodion process

Ould, Robert

arrest of

as assistant secretary of war

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as head of Board of the Exchange of Prisoners

Overland Campaign

Battle of Cold Harbor

Battle of Haw’s Shop

Battle of Petersburg

Battle of the Wilderness

Battle of Totopotomoy Creek

Bermuda Hundred Campaign

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

map of

Mule Shoe salient

North Anna River

Petersburg capture

reason for

results of

Spotsylvania Court House

statistics

strength of forces

Trevilian Station fighting

Yellow Tavern fighting

Overland Vicksburg Campaign. See Vicksburg Campaign, First

Ox Hill, Battle of. See Chantilly, Battle of

Pacific, Union Department of the

area of

commanders of

date dissolved

date formed

expansion of

headquarters of

Paducah, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

outcome of

reason for

Page, Charles Anderson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as U. S. counsel to Switzerland

as a war correspondent

Page, Richard Lucian

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

Robert E. Lee and

surrender of

Paine, Charles Jackson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Paine, Halbert Eleazer

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Paine, Lewis. See Powell, Lewis Thornton

Palmer, Innis Newton

Civil War service

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Mexican-American War and

military career of

post Civil War

Palmer, James Shedden

chronology

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

Iroquois and

naval career of

Naval Efficiency Board and

Palmer, John McAuley

date and place of birth

death of

education

as Illinois governor

military career of

as U. S. senator

Palmer, Joseph Benjamin

date and place of birth

death of

education

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Palmer, William Jackson

date and place of birth

death of

as founder of Colorado Springs

military service of

post Civil War

Palmerston, Lord. See Temple, Henry John

Palmetto Armory

date founded

destruction of

importance of

location of

Palmetto Iron Works

postbellum

products of

William Glaze and

Palmito Ranch, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

results of

Paradise Alley (Baker)

Parke, John Grubb

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

at West Point

Parker, Ely Samuel

corruption charges

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Hasanoanda

letter to Ulysses S. Grant about Indian Affairs (ca. 1866) [excerpts]

military career of

portrait of

Ulysses S. Grant and

Parker, Foxhall Alexander, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

his father

naval career of

U. S. Naval Institute and

writings of

Parker, Joel

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as New Jersey governor

as state supreme court justice

Parker, Theodore

causes of

controversy

date and place of birth

death of

education of

John Brown conspiracy

Massachusetts Quarterly Review

Peace Pledge of Elihu Burritt

his preaching

slavery and

Spring Street Church and

transcendentalism

Twenty-eight Congregational Society

Parker, William Harwar

date and place of birth

death of

education of

naval career of

Naval Light Artillery

post Civil War

Parker’s Cross Roads, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

paroles, prisoner

abuses of system

ending of paroles

granting of

number of Confederate prisoners

number of Union prisoners

purpose of

results of

Parrott, Robert Parker

cylindro-conical projectiles

date and place of birth

death of

education of

guns of

military service of

Parrot muzzle-loading rifled cannons

West Point Foundry

Parrott gun

battery of heavy Parrott rifled gun

Confederate Parrott guns

description of various

designer of

number produced

problems with

projectile of

Parson Brownlow’s Book (Brownlow)

Parsons, Emily Elizabeth

Cambridge Hospital and

date and place of birth

death of

nursing career of

post Civil War

Parsons, Lewis Baldwin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

significance of his work

Parsons, Mosby Monroe

date and place of birth

date of Confederate service

death of

Mexican-American War and

military service of

on secession

Partisan Rangers

effectiveness of

infamous Partisan Ranger operation

military career of

Partisan Rangers Act

post Civil War

purpose of

Quantrill

recruitment

Patapsco, U. S.

Patrick, Marsena Rudolph

date and place of birth

death of

diary of

education of

military career of

New York State Agricultural College, president of

postbellum

as provost marshal

reputation of

Patterson, Robert

business interests of

chronology

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

A Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861

portrait of

post Civil War

Pattersonville, Louisiana, engagement at

date of

description of

gunboat Diana

outcome of

Paul, Gabriel René

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

wounding of

Paulding, Hiram

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

at Norfork (Gosport) Navy Yard

photograph of

post Civil War

“Paul Revere’s Ride” (Longfellow)

Paxton, Elisha Franklin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Stonewall Brigade and

pay, Confederate Army and Navy

desertion and

inflation and

naval officer pay

pay operations, problems with

pay scale (army)

pay scale adjustment

pay, U. S. Army and Navy

pay and pay policies for U.S. Navy

pay scale (army)

pay scale improvement

regularity of

for U. S. Army officers

Payne, Lewis. See Powell, Lewis Thornton

Payne, William Henry Fitzhugh

capture of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Peabody, George

on the Civil War

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

on education

George Peabody College for Teachers

Peabody Education Fund

philanthropy of

philosophy of

on slavery

Peace Democrats. See Copperheads

peace movements

American Peace Society

during antebellum years

conscription

Copperheads and

criticism of the war

exemptions from military service

Kneedler v. Lane case

negotiated peace

steadfast opponents of the war

Peachtree Creek, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

view of battlefield

Pea Ridge, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

illustration of

reason for

results of

Pearson, Richmond Mumford

as chief justice of North Carolina Supreme Court

on conscription

date and place of birth

death of

education of

law school of

public service of

on substitutes

Peck, John James

business career of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Peck, William Raine

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

Peebles’ Farm, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

outcome of

Pegg, Thomas

abrogating Confederate treaty

arguing Cherokee loyalty

as Cherokee National Council president

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

on slavery

Pegram, John

his brother

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

at West Point

wounding of

Pelham, John

as artillerist

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

Pember, Phoebe Yates Levy

Chimborazo Military Hospital Number Two and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

nursing career of

A Southern Woman’s Story

Pemberton, John Clifford

at the Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs

correspondence about the defense of Vicksburg (May 13 and 14, 1863)

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

photograph of

post Civil War

against Ulysses S. Grant

Pender, William Dorsey

amputation

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

wounding of

Pendleton, Alexander Swift

burial of

“Chickahominy Fever”

date and place of birth

death of

education of

gallantry of

military career of

Pendleton, George Hunt

as Copperhead

date and place of birth

death of

education of

public service of

as U. S. senator

Pendleton, William Nelson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

surrender of

at West Point

Peninsula, Confederate Army of the

commander of

date dissolved

date established

military actions of

significance of

Peninsula, Confederate Department of the

borders of

date established

expansion of

headquarters of

John B. Magruder and

merger of

Peninsula Campaign

Abraham Lincoln and

Battle of Chaffin’s Farm

Battle of Eltham’s Landing

Battle of Gaines’ Mill

Battle of Malvern Hill

Battle of Mechanicsville

Battle of Peebles’ Farm

Battle of Seven Pines

Chickahominy River

Chickahominy River bridge

dates of

description of

Drewry’s Bluff, First Battle of

George B. McClellan and

James E. B. Stewart and

map of

plan for

Robert E. Lee and

Seven Days’ Campaign

Thomas J. Jackson and

Williamsburg battle

Yorktown, siege of

Pennington, William

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as New Jersey governor

public service of

as Speaker of the House

as U. S. congressman

Pennsylvania

Andrew Gregg Curtin

coal

Confederate troops in

contributions to the Civil War

Fort Pitt Works

Galusha Grow

geographic location of

importance of

industry

notable generals from

notable military outfits from

number of Pennsylvania men in Civil War

Pennsylvania Reserves

Philadelphia Brigade

Simon Cameron

size of

Thaddeus Stevens

Pennsylvania, Prigg v. See Prigg v. Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania, Union Department of

area of

Army of Pennsylvania

commander of

date dissolved

date established

purpose of

Pennsylvania Bucktails

casualties of

commanders of

formal names of

illustration of the last fight of

length of service

military actions of

period of service

significance of bucktail

Pennypacker, Galusha

date and place of birth

death of

Medal of Honor

military service of

Overland Campaign and

wounding of

penny press

Daily Ledger

Daily Transcript

definition of

effect of

inverted pyramid

modern journalism and

New York Herald

partisan publications and

popularity of

reporting and

sensationalism and

Sun

Penrose, William Henry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

rank at retirement

Pensacola, Florida, Union occupation of

pensions

Arrears Act of 1879

average payment of

Civil War survival rate

Confederate pensions

as de facto old age survivors’ benefits

Disability Act of 1890

disability pensions issued to Union soldiers (1862–1888)

expansion of

extent of

general law of 1862

lobbying

pension legislation

Perrin, Abner Moore

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

Perry, Edward Aylesworth

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Perry, Madison Starke

date and place of birth

death of

as Florida governor

public service of

state militia and

Perry, William Flank

as Alabama superintendent of education

date and place of birth

death of

East Alabama Female College president

military service of

post Civil War

Perryville, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

map of

outcome of

strength of forces

Personal History of Ulysses S. Grant (Richardson)

personal liberty laws

Ableman v. Booth

Compromise of 1850

definition of

due process

Fugitive Slave Acts and

habeas corpus

jury trial

Prigg v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Petersburg, Third Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Petersburg Campaign

African American troops in

Battle of Boydton Plank Road

Battle of Chaffin’s Farm

Battle of Five Forks

Battle of Five Forks and

Battle of Fort Stedman

Battle of Hatcher’s Run

Battle of Jerusalem Plank Road

Battle of New Market

Battle of the Crater

Battle on Petersburg

Battles of Dinwiddie Courthouse and White Oak Road

chronology

at Cold Harbor

dates of

Deep Bottom, First Battle of

Deep Bottom, Second Battle of

Fort Gregg fighting

Fort Stedman fighting

Grant’s assault on Petersburg

letter about [excerpts] (McAllister)

map of

Overland Campaign

Reams Station, Second battle of

siege and

statistics for

trench warfare

Petersburg Mine, Battle of the. See Crater, Battle of the

Petigru, James Louis

date and place of birth

death of

education of

during the Nullification Crisis

pro-Union philosophy of

public service of

secession and

South Carolina law, codifying of

Pettigrew, James Johnston

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Notes on Spain and Spaniards in the Summer of 1859, with a Glance at Sardinia

wounding of

Pettus, Edmund Winston

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Pettus, John Jones

date and place of birth

death of

as Mississippi governor

postbellum

public service of

secession and

Phelan, James

as Confederate senator

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

Phelps, John Smith

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

as Missouri governor

Phelps, John Wolcott

date and place of birth

death of

education of

against Masons

military career of

recruitment of black soldiers

Phelps, Seth Ledyard

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

post Civil War

sketch of

western rivers tactics

Phelps’s raid up the Tennessee River

Andrew H. Foote and

dates of

description of

plan of

purpose of

results of

Philadelphia Brigade

Battle of Gettysburg and

California and

commanders of

Overland Campaign and

regiments of

Philippi, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

location of

reason for

results of

strength of forces

Philippoteaux, Paul Dominique

The Cyclorama of the Battle of Gettysburg

cyclorama paintings

date and place of birth

death of

The Defense of Fort d’Issy

his father

restored work of

Phillips, Eugenia Levy

arrest of

date and place of birth

death of

marriage of

portrait of

Phillips, Wendell

as an abolitionist orator

American Anti-Slavery Society

criticism of Lincoln

date and place of birth

death of

education of

marriage of

militancy of

portrait of

on public education

reform efforts of

William Lloyd Garrison and

Phillips, William Addison

date and place of birth

death of

education of

election fraud and

military service of

as special correspondent

as U. S. congressman

Phillips’ Legion

composition of

date organized

formation of

military actions of

Phillips’ Legion Cavalry Battalion

surrender of

The Photographic History of the Civil War

contents of

date republished

Francis Trevelyan Miller and

number of volumes in

significance of

photography and the Civil War

Alexander Gardner

collodion wet-plate process

Death at Antietam

George N. Barnard

Incidents of War

Matthew B. Brady

Timothy O’Sullivan

Pickens, Francis Wilkinson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

postbellum

on secession

as South Carolina governor

picket

advanced picket guards

definition of

picket guards

picket lines, purpose of

purpose of

Pickett, George Edward

chronology

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his father

Gettysburg and

military career of

portrait of

Robert E. Lee and

Pickett Papers

Pickett’s Hill, Battle of

Piedmont, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

location of

reason for

results of

Pierce, Franklin

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Kansas-Nebraska Act

military service of

public service of

retirement of

as U. S. president

Pierpoint, Francis Harrison

date and place of birth

death of

education of

establishment of West Virginia

as governor of the Restored Government of Virginia

legal work of

post Civil War

on secession

as Virginia governor

Pierre-August, Jean-Baptiste

Pierre-Auguste, Leufroy

Pigott, Emmeline Jamison

as Confederates spy

date and place of birth

death of

imprisonment of

United Daughters of the Confederacy and

Pike, Albert

date and place of birth

death of

Department of Indian Territory command

duel of

education of

Mexican-American War and

military service of

Native Americans regiments of

post Civil War

on secession

Thomas C. Hindman and

Pillow, Gideon Johnson

chronology

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

at Fort Donelson

military service of

portrait of

on secession

Pilot Knob, Battle of

date of

description of

results of

strength of forces

Pinkerton, Allan

citizens arrest

date and place of birth

death of

as deputy sheriff

Federal Secret Service Agency and

George B. McClellan and

national prominence of

photograph of

secret service work

shortcomings of

as a spy

Pioneers

duties of

insignia of

responsibility of

during the Second Vicksburg Campaign

in the Union armies

Pittsburg Landing, Battle of. See Shiloh, Battle of

Pius IX (Pope)

The Planter’s Northern Bride (Hentz)

Pleasant Hill, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

location of

results of

Pleasants, Henry

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

during the Petersburg Campaign

post Civil War

Pleasonton, Alfred

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

photograph of

testifying against George G. Meade

Plum Point Bend, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

location of

outcome of

reason for

Plymouth, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

Fort Wessells capture

location of

purpose of

results of

Poe, Orlando Metcalfe

date and place of birth

death of

education of

First Battle of Fredericksburg

military career of

post Civil War

The Poems of Henry Timrod

Point Lookout Prison, Maryland

date opened

deads from exposure

description of

location of

number of prisoners in

official name of

sections of

Poison Spring, Battle of

accusations against the Confederates

casualties

date of

description of

outcome of

Polignac, Camille Armand Jules Marie, Prince de

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

his parents

post Civil War

political cartoons

exaggeration and

inferiority of Southern cartooning

lithography and

notable cartoonists

ommentary and

utilization of

Polk, Leonidas

as bishop

Braxton Bragg and

chronology

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his family

internecine warfare

military service of

personal courage

portrait of

Polk, Lucius Eugene

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his family

military service of

postbellum

Pollard, Edward Alfred

date and place of birth

death of

imprisonment of

as journalists

The Life of Jefferson Davis

post Civil War

The Southern History of the War

Pomeroy, Samuel Clarke

characteristics of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Mark Twain on

as U. S. senator

Pomeroy Circular

Pon Pon River, Battle of the. See Willstown Bluff, Battle of

pontoon bridge

building of

canvas pontoons

Civil War pontoon bridges

critical element of

definition of

photograph of

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers

wooden pontoons

Pook, Samuel M.

Pook Turtles. See Cairo-Class River Ironclads, U.S. Navy

Pope, John

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

Division of Missouri and

education of

Indian Wars and

military career of

portrait of

proclamation to his troops (July 14, 1862)

Second Battle of Bull Run and

Pope’s Run, Battle of. See Head of Passes, Battle of

Poplar Springs Church, Battle of. See Peebles’ Farm, Battle of

popular sovereignty

Abraham Lincoln and

Bleeding Kansas

definition of

Kansas-Nebraska Act

U.S. Constitution and slavery and

Porter, David Dixon

chronology

correspondence with Grant about cooperation at Vicksburg (March 29, 1863)

date and place of birth

death of

Mexican-American War and

at the Naval Academy

naval career of

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron and

portrait of

post Civil War

Porter, Fritz John

arrest of

command, relieved of

court-martial of

criticism of Lincoln

date and place of birth

death of

at Mechanicsville

military career of

pardon of

portrait of

Second Battle of Bull Run

wounding of

Porter, John Luke

chronology

Columbia class design of

as Confederate naval contractor

date and place of birth

death of

gunboat design

ironclads of

Merrimack, rebuilding of

post Civil War

Richmond-class ironclad rams

secession and

side-wheeler designs of

as U. S. naval contractor

Porter, William David

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

his father and brothers

naval career of

St. Mary’s and

Port Gibson, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

location of

reason for

results of

Port Hudson, Louisiana, action at

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

location of

outcome of

purpose of

Union artillery battery at Port Hudson

Port Hudson, Louisiana, siege of

African American troop deployment

casualties

chronology

description of

location of

Nathaniel P. Banks and

results of

Port Republic, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Port Royal Sound, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

Fort Walker, taking of

map of

results of

strength of Union forces

Posey, Carnot

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

wounding of

Potomac, Union Army of the

campaigns of

commanders of

disbandment of

formation of

photograph of scouts and guides of

principal missions of

statistics for

Potomac, Union Department of the

commanders of

date created

primary tasks of

Potomac, Union Military Division of the

commanders of

date created

formation of

Georgia B. McClellan

primary tasks of

Potter, Robert Brown

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Powell, Lewis Thornton

alias of

capture of

date and place of birth

execution of

Lincoln assassination plot

military service of

Powell, William Henry

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Powhatan Troop

Prairie Grove, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

results of

strength of forces

”The Prayer of the Twenty Millions”

circulation of

explanation of

Horace Greeley and

Lincoln’s reply to

Preble, George Henry

date and place of birth

death of

embarrassing encounters

naval career of

portrait of

post Civil War

his uncle

Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation

Prentiss, Benjamin Mayberry

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

at Shiloh

presidential election (1860), results of

President’s General War Order No. 1

Abraham Lincoln and

authors of

date issued

George B. McClellan and

objectives of

Urbanna Plan and

Preston, John Smith

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

prison camp command

as superintendent of the Confederate Conscription Bureau

Preston, William

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. minister to Spain

Price, Sterling

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

in the Missouri legislature

portrait of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

Price’s Missouri Raid

alternative name for

Battle of Mine Creek

Battle of the Little Osage Rive

Battle of the Marais de Cygnes River

Battle of Westport

casualties

dates of

description of

purpose of

results of

Prigg v. Pennsylvania

affirming slaveholders right to recapture slaves

date of

explanation of

failure of the Court in

Fugitive Slave Act of 1793 and

Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and

issue addressed in

Joseph Story and

Prince, Henry

date and place of birth

education of

field command, loss of

military career of

suicide of

prisoner exchanges

battlefield paroles

cessation of

Dix-Hill Cartel

Mexican-American War and

negotiations on

number of men paroled

number of men taken as prisoners

reason for

Revolutionary War and

Ulysses S. Grant on

Union surplus of prisoners

Vicksburg captives and

War of 1812 and

prisoners of war

African American enlistment

causes of high death rate of

diseases and

estimated number of (Civil War)

exchange cartel

horrors of captivity

mortality rates of

photograph of

prisoner exchanges

suffering, causes of

Vicksburg surrender and

prisons, Confederate

Andersonville Prison

battlefield parole

Castle Thunder

construction of

disease and malnutrition

Heinrich (Henry) Wir trial and execution

John H. Winder and

mistreatment of prisoners

mortality rate in

number of union prisoners of war

prisoner exchanges

shortage of

prisons, U. S.

improvisation

mistreatment

mortality rate

number of Confederate military prisoners

Old Capital Prison, Washington, D. C.

parole

prisoner exchanges

William C. Hoffman and

privateers

British banning of

Brooklyn

Calhoun

capture of

demise of

legality of

Manassas

Music

Pioneer

the Revolutionary War and

Savannah

Stephen R. Mallory on

success of

V. H. Ivy

War of 1812 and

Prize Cases

blockades and

date of

explanation of

outcome of

Richard Henry Dana Jr. and

Proctor, James T.

protectionism

Abraham Lincoln and

Alexander Hamilton and

explanation of

in the Jacksonian era

Morrill Act

Morrill rates

Republican stands on tariffs

Walker Tariff

Protestant revivals

explanation of

significant outcome of

social reform

Provisional Army of the Confederate States

benefits to officers

as combat force

composition of

date operations begin

design of

incorporation of volunteer units

regular army and

states’ rights and

Pryor, Roger Atkinson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

New York Supreme Court appointment

post Civil War

as a scout

Purple Heart

Quaker guns

Confederate Quaker guns

deception and

early example of

explanation of

George B. McClellan and

Quakers

African Americans and

anti-slavery activities

beliefs of

commutation fees

date founded

definition of

founder of

George Fox and

Levi Coffin

Lucretia Mott and

moral ambivalence

official name of

Pennsylvania and

Rhode Island and

substitution hiring

Underground Railroad

Quantrill, William Clarke

capture of

as Confederate guerrilla

date and place of birth

death of

Lawrence, Kansas raid

wounding of

Quarles, William Andrew

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding/capture of

Queen of the West (Union ram)

Quinby, Isaac Ferdinand

date and place of birth

death of

education of

illness of

military career of

post Civil War

racism and racial prejudice

in Baltimore, Maryland

Dred Scott v. Sanford

effects of

as endemic

justification of denying the right to serve and fight

in the North

in Providence, Rhode Island

racial injustices

in the South

U.S. Army

U. S. Marine Corps

U.S. Navy

Radford, William

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

during the Mexican-American War

naval career of

post Civil War

Radical Republicans

Abraham Lincoln and

after Lincoln’s assassination

aggression and

explanation of

goals of

influence of

in Lincoln’s cabinet

senators

railroads, CSA

Atlanta Campaign and

battles and campaigns

miles of track

neglect of

number of interstate rail lines

number of railroad companies

“Sherman neckties”

total railroad mileage in use by region (1830)

vital role of

railroads, U. S.

Baltimore & Ohio Railroad

Confederate destruction of

corruption

First Battle of Bull Run and

Gettysburg Campaign

interconnection of

number of miles of track

number of railroads in U. S.

Sherman’s railroad battle plan

Simon Cameron and

strategic importance of

strategic rail movement of troops

track gauges

Ulysses S. Grant and

United States Military Railroad

Railways and Telegraph Act

criticism of

date passed by Congress

purpose of

railroad companies and

similar legislation

Rains, Gabriel James

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Rains, George Washington

date and place of birth

death of

education of

The History of the Confederate Powder Works

military service of

ordnance and

Rains, James Edward

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Raleigh, CSS

Raleigh, North Carolina, occupation of

date of

description of

William T. Sherman and

Ram Fleet, U.S.

Alfred W. Ellet and

Charles Ellet and

at Memphis

ships of

ships surviving the war

Union ram Queen of the West

Ramsay, George Douglas

as chief of ordnance

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Ramseur, Stephen Dodson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Third Battle of Winchester

wounding of

Ramsey, Alexander

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Minnesota governor

Minnesota Sioux Uprising

as secretary of war

as U. S. senator

Randolph, George Wythe

Confederate policymaking and

as Confederate secretary of war

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

photograph of

resignation of

Ransom, Matt Whitaker

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

North Carolina peace commissioner

post Civil War

wounding of

Ransom, Robert Jr.

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Ransom, Thomas Edward Greenfield

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

wounding of

Rappahannock, Union Department of the

area of

commander of

date created

date dissolved

reason for

Rappahannock Station, Battle of

casualties

chronology

description of

location of

results of

rations, CSA

composition of

Confederate Department of Subsistence

cornmeal

decrease in ration size

food packages

improvisation

raw meat

slosh

supplemental rations

vegetable shortage

rations, Union

cachexia

chronic diarrhea

coffee

composition of

desiccated vegetables

foraging

hardtack

log hut company kitchen

meat

night blindness

nutritional deficiency

scurvy

skillygalee

Raum, Green Berry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Rawlins, John Aaron

date and place of birth

death of

education of

influence of

military career of

portrait of

as secretary of war

Raymond, Battle of

casualties

chronology

consequences of

date of

description of

reason for

Raymond, Henry Jarvis

as cofounder of the New York Times

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as journalist

public service of

as U. S. congressman

war correspondents

Read, Charles William

chronology

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

naval career of

number of prizes taken

post Civil War

surrender of

Read, Thomas Buchanan: “Sheridan’s Ride” (poem)

Reagan, John Henninger

date and place of birth

death of

imprisonment of

Jefferson Davis and

memoir excerpt about a Confederate Cabinet Meeting (1863)

portrait of

post Civil War

as postmaster general

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Reams Station, First Battle of. See Wilson-Kautz Raid

Reams Station, Second Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

location of

reason for

results of

A Rebel War Clerk’s Diary at the Confederate States Capita (Jones)

rebel yell

Reconstruction

Abraham Lincoln and

accomplishment of

African Americans, number elected as representatives

African Americans, violence against

African Americans in office in the South (1870)

Andrew Johnson and

beginning of

Black Codes

Civil Rights Act of 1866

Civil Rights Act of 1875

Compromise of 1877

congressional

dates of

definition of

Democratic Party and

failure of

Fifteenth Amendment

Freedmen’s Bureau

Jim Crow laws

Joint Committee on Reconstruction

Ku Klux Klan (KKK)

Lincoln’s assassination and

obstacles to

Panic of 1873

presidential

Radical Republicans and

Reconstruction Acts (1867)

the Redeemers

Republican abandonment of Reconstruction

Rutherford B. Hayes and

segregation codified

in the South

suffrage, African American

Ten Percent Plan

Tenure of Office Act (1867)

Union League

universal voting rights

Wade-Davis Bill

William T. Sherman and

recruitment of seamen, Union and Confederate navies

bounties

conscription

contracts

desertion

enlistment period

rendezvous

requirements of

transfers

recruitment of soldiers, Confederate and Union

antipathy toward military service

enlistees

enlistment period

Enrollment Act

Provisional Confederate Congress

state militias

volunteers

women and

Rector, Henry Massey

as Arkansas governor

date and place of birth

death of

public service of

on secession

The Red Badge of Courage (Crane)

Red River Campaign

Battle of Jenkins’ Ferry

Battle of Mansfield

Blair’s Landing fighting

Camden Expedition

Champion No. 3 and Champion No. 3

chronology

congressional investigation of

dates of

description of

Eastport, destruction of

Federal transports below the falls in the Red Rive

map of

Monroe, Louisiana

plan for

Pleasant Hill fighting

reasons for

results of

Shreveport

strength of Union forces

Union drive on Shreveport

Redwood, Allen Christian

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

vérité style of

war sketches and drawings of

Reeder, Andrew Horatio

date and place of birth

death of

education of

forced from Kansas

as Kansas Territory governor

on popular sovereignty

removed from office

on slavery

as U.S. congressional delegate

Refugee Home Society

allocation of purchase land

demise of

founding of

merger of

North American Agricultural League and

purpose of

Reid, Hugh Thompson

commission, resigning of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

wounding of

Reid, Whitelaw

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as minister to Great Britain

as newspaper publisher

New York Tribune and

Ohio in the War

as peace commissioner

as war correspondent

Xenia News

Reilly, James William

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

Remington carbine

calibers of

designer of

production of

range of

rate of fire

Savage Revolving Arms Company

specifications of

Union Army use of

Reminiscences of My Life in Camp (Taylor)

Reno, Jesse Lee

date and place of birth

death of

distinguished service of

education of

military career of

Repetti, Alessandro

Report of the Commencement and Progress of the Agricultural Survey of South Carolina (Ruffin)

Republican Party

abolitionist

antebellum period and

Compromise of 1850

Compromise of 1877

current status of

Free Soil Party

origins of

Radical Republicans

slavery and

Southern interests and

Wilmot Proviso

Resaca, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

revolvers

Colt 1860 army model

Colt 1861 navy model

Colt Holster Model Paterson Revolver No. 5

Colt Model 1861

definition of

development of

E. Remington and Sons

French-produced

Griswold & Gunnison

LeMat revolvers

metal cartridge development

Remington .36-caliber Navy Model 1861

Remington .44 caliber, Model 1863

Samuel J. Pauly

Smith and Wesson Model No. 1

Smith and Wesson Model No. 2

Smith and Weston

Star revolvers

Texas Paterson

Reynolds, Alexander Welch

date and place of birth

death of

in Egypt

military service of

post Civil War

Reynolds, Arabella Loomis Macomber

as abolitionist

American Red Cross and

date and place of birth

death of

marriage of

missing career of

Reynolds, Daniel Harris

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

wounding of

Reynolds, John Fulton

Abraham Lincoln and

at the Battle of Gettysburg

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

Reynolds, Joseph Jones

at the Battle of Missionary Ridge

chronology

court-martial and resignation

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Great Sioux War

military career of

Reynolds, Thomas Caute

Camp Jackson Affair and

date and place of birth

death of

duel of

education of

military service of

as Missouri governor

as Missouri lieutenant governor

as newspaper editor

post Civil War

pro-Confederate government

Rhett, Robert Barnwell, Sr.

date and place of birth

death of

as Fire-Eater

name change

as newspaper editor

Nullification Crisis and

portrait of

public service of

secession and

as U. S. congressman

Rhett, Robert B. Jr.

Rhode Island

1st Light Artillery

1st Rhode Island Infantry

contributions to the Civil War

cotton and

geographic location of

industry and

number of Rhode Islanders in Civil War

population of (1860)

prominent military leaders from

Providence Steam Engine Company

size of

slavery and

U. S. Naval Academy in

Rice, Elliott Warren

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

wounding of

Rice, James Clay

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Rice, Samuel Allen

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

wounding of

Richardson, Albert Deane

Beyond the Mississippi

date and place of birth

death of

Personal History of Ulysses S. Grant

as secret correspondent

The Secret Service, the Field, the Dungeon, and the Escape

Richardson, Israel Bush

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

wounding of

Richardson, Robert Vinkler

Bureau of Conscription and

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Richmond, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

outcome of

Richmond, Confederate Department of

commanders of

date established

importance of

primary mission of

responsibilities of

Richmond Defenses

Richmond, Virginia

January 1865

April 3, 1865

chronology

Confederate protection of

date formally founded

importance of

Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid and

manufacturing and

photograph of (1865)

population of (1860)

prisoner of war camps

transatlantic slave trade and

transformation of

Richmond, Virginia, surrender of

Battle of Five Forks and

conduct of Union soldiers

Confederate government evacuation

date of

Richmond & Petersburg Railroad

date founded

drafting of workers

exigencies of

length of

type of

Richmond Campaign. See Overland Campaign

Richmond Enquirer

date founded

editorial: “The Declaration of War,” (March 5, 1861)

founder of

reputation of

sale of

secession and

wartime editors of

Richmond Examiner

characteristics of

criticism of Confederate government

date closed

date of first publication

Edward A. Pollard and

John Moncure Daniel and

our military policy

popularity of

Richmond Light Infantry Blues

date activated

date formed

military actions of

Roanoke Island action

surrender of

Richmond Whig

criticism of Jefferson Davis administration

date closed

date of first publication

John Hampton Pleasants and

secession and

support for Confederate war effort

tone of

Rich Mountain, Battle of

chronology

date of

depiction of Union victory in

description of

reason for

results of

Ricketts, James Brewerton

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

wounding of

rifles

British 1853 Pattern Enfield rifle-musket

carbines, types of

English Brown Bess

flintlock musket

French Charleville

minié ball

percussion cap

Springfield. 58-caliber muzzleloader

Springfield Model 1861

Rifles for Watie (Keith)

Ringgold, Cadwalader

date and place of birth

death of

frigate Sabine and

naval career of

Thanks of Congress award

Ringgold Gap, Battle of

date of

description of

location of

photograph of

reason for

results of

Thanks of Congress award

Rio Grande Campaign

aim of

dates of

description of

results of

riots, CSA

riots, U. S.

Ripley, James Wolfe

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as head of ordinance

military career of

sobriquet of

Ripley, Roswell Sabine

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Ritner, Jacob B.: letter to his wife about Second Vicksburg Campaign (May 24, 1863)

River Defense Fleet

armament of

composition of first

composition of second

at Fort Pillow

gunboats of

military actions of

riverine warfare

Anaconda Plan

Battle of Belmont

Battle of Memphis

Battle of Shiloh

first warships

Fort Donelson, Battle of

Fort Henry, capture of

Fort Pillow

ironclads, City class

Island No. 10

largest operation

Mississippi Marine Brigade

Mississippi Squadron

Red River Campaign

timberclads

Union naval strategy

Union operations in eastern theater

Western Gunboat Flotilla

West Gulf Blockading Squadron

Rives, Alfred Landon

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

Rives, William Cabell

Constitutional Union Party

date and place of birth

death of

education of

public service of

secession and

Unionism of

Washington Peace Conference

Roane, John Seldon

as Arkansas governor

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

secession, opposition to

Roanoke Island, Battle of

casualties

chronology

damage to ships

Delaware

description of

forts

illustration of Union forces capturing Roanoke Island

location of

outcome of

reason for

Robert Garrett & Sons, Inc.

foreign exchange transactions

founding of

George Peabody & Company

Henry Garrett

issuance of bonds

John Garrett

Mexican-American War

naming of

Robert Garrett

U. S. government food

Roberts, Benjamin Stone

antebellum career of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Roberts, William Paul

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

Robertson, Beverly Holcombe

competency of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Robertson, Felix Huston

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Robertson, Jerome Bonaparte

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Robinson, Charles

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Kansas governor

as newspaper editor

public service of

Robinson, James Fisher

date and place of birth

death of

education of

at Kentucky governor

postbellum

public service of

Robinson, John Cleveland

amputation

Battle of the Wilderness

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Rock Island Prison, Mississippi River

capacity

description of

location of

smallpox epidemic

statistics for

time of construction

Rockville Expedition

dates of

description of

purpose of

results of

Rocky Face Ridge, Battle of

chronology

dates of

description of

location of

purpose of

results of

strength of forces

terrain of

Rocky Gap, West Virginia, engagement at

casualties

dates of

description of

results of

Roddey, Philip Dale

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

Rodes, Robert Emmett

date and place of birth

death of

education of

at Gettysburg

military service of

Virginia Military Institute and

wounding of

Rodgers, John, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

his father

naval career of

North Pacific Exploring Expedition

portrait of

post Civil War

South Atlantic Blockading Squadron

Rodman, Thomas Jackson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

heavy gun design

military career of

post Civil War

Rodman guns

casting method of

Confederacy and

conversion of

description of

designer of

types of carriages

Union 15-inch Rodman gun

U. S. government purchase of

Roebuck, John Arthur

date and place of birth

death of

foreign policy and

intervention in U. S. Civil War

public service of

support for the Confederacy

Romney, capture of

Root, George Frederick

“The Battle Cry of Freedom” (July 1862)

date and place of birth

death of

songs of

The Story of a Musical Life

success of

Rosecrans, William Starke

Battle of Chickamauga

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

defense of Corinth

education of

military career of

portrait of

Report on the Battle of Stones River (January 5, 1863)

Stones River fighting

Ross, John

alliance with the Confederates

Cherokee golden age

as Cherokee leader

date and place of birth

death of

education of

imprisonment of

portrait of

as prisoner

Ross’s Landing

as slaveholder

treaty with the U. S.

during the War of 1812

Ross, Lawrence Sullivan

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Sul Ross State University and

wounding of

Rosser, Thomas Lafayette

capture of

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Laurel Brigade command

military career of

post Civil War

raids of

wounding of

Rosser’s Beverly, West Virginia, raid

casualties

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Rosser’s Moorefield, West Virginia, raid

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Rosser’s New Creek, West Virginia, raid

date of

description of

location of

results of

Rost, Pierre Adolphe

date and place of birth

death of

diplomacy of

immigration of

Louisiana Supreme Court and

post Civil War

Rousseau, Lovell Harrison

Alabama raid of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

as U. S. congressman

Rousseau’s Alabama raid

casualties

dates of

description of

reason for

result of

Rowan, Stephen Clegg

blockading squadrons

date and place of birth

death of

immigration of

naval career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Rowanty Creek, Battle of. See Hatcher’s Run, Battle of

Rowlett’s Station, Battle of

8th Texas Cavalry

alternative names for

casualties

date of

description of

location of

outcome of

Ruffin, Edmund

Anticipations of the Future

date and place of birth

education of

An Essay on Calcareous Manures

at Fort Sumner

politics and

portrait of

Report of the Commencement and Progress of the Agricultural Survey of South Carolina

scientific agriculture

suicide of

Ruger, Thomas Howard

Battle of Gettysburg

date and place of birth

death of

distinguished service of

education of

military career of

at West Point

Ruggles, Daniel

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

at West Point

Rush’s Lancers

6th Pennsylvania Cavalry

Battle of Brandy Station

Bristoe Campaign

casualties of

Gettysburg Campaign

lances of

Mine Run Campaign

rearmament of

reorganization of

Richard H. Rush and

Shenandoah Valley Campaign

Russell, David Allen

Battle of Rappahannock Station

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

wounding of

Russell, Lord John

British House of Commons and

date and place of birth

death of

diplomacy of

disgrace of

education of

as foreign secretary

ineptitude of

Russell, William Howard

The Civil War in America

date and place of birth

death of

education of

First Battle of Bull Run

My Diary North and South

on slavery

unpopularity of

as war correspondent

Russian-U.S. relations

amicable relations

emancipation and

intervention in Civil War

mediation offer

Polish rebellion and

purchase of Alaska and

Russian Baltic fleet and

Rust, Albert

date and place of birth

death of

local politics and

military service of

as U. S. congressman

Ryan, Abram Joseph

“The Conquered Banner”

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Lost Cause and

poetry of

post Civil War

as unofficial chaplain and priest

saber

Confederate Army saber and scabbard

description of

employment of

Model 1840 Cavalry Saber

Model 1860 Light Cavalry Saber,

Sabine Cross Roads, Battle of. See Mansfield, Battle of


Sabine Pass, First Battle of

chronology

date of

description of

location of

outcome of

Sabine Pass, Second Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

Fort Griffin

location of

outcome of

reason for

strength of forces

Sacramento, Battle of

date of

description of

location of

Nathan Bedford Forrest and

outcome of

Safford, Mary Jane

at the Battle of Shiloh

date and place of birth

death of

as a doctor

Mary Ann Bickerdyke and

medical education of

nursing career of

sobriquet of

Salem Church, Battle of

casualties

dates of

description of

location of

results of

Salineville, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

John Hunt Morgan and

outcome of

Salisbury, North Carolina, Union capture of

date of

description of

destruction of

Salisbury Prison, North Carolina

Bradley Johnson and

conditions in

date of first detainees in

death rate in

John H. Gee and

maximum population of

notoriety of

purpose of

Salm-Salm, Agnes Elisabeth Winona Leclercq Joy

date and place of birth

death of

her husband

marriage of

as nurse

portrait of

as socialite

Salm-Salm, Felix Constantin Alexander Johann Nepomuk

date and place of birth

death of

education of

in Mexico

military service of

his wife

Salomon, Edward

date and place of birth

education of

I

personality of

as Wisconsin governor

Salomon, Friedrich C.

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

Saltville, First and Second Battles of

Champ Ferguson and

chronology

dates of

description of

First Battle of

location of

reason for

Second Battle of

Sand Creek Massacre

Black Kettle and

congressional investigation of

date of

description of

John M. Chivington and

results of

Sanders, John Caldwell Calhoun

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Sands, Benjamin Franklin

creative formation of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

Naval Observatory and

post Civil War

Sanford, Henry Shelton

Sanitary Commission, U.S.

categories of activities of

competition

establishment of

origin of

prominent men in

purpose of

sanitary fairs

U. S. Christian Commission

Walt Whitman on

sanitary fairs

Chicago Sanitary Fair

consequences of success of

importance of

Mary Livermore

purpose of

total amount raised by

Savage’s Station, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

location of

outcome of

photograph of Savage’s Station, Virginia

Savannah, Georgia

chronology

forts protecting

founding of

geographic location of

impact of Civil War on

importance of

population of (1860)

post Civil War

surrender of

Savannah, Georgia, siege of

chronology

dates of

description of

location of

population of (1860)

purpose of

results of

surrender of

William J. Harde and

William T. Sherman and

Savannah Campaign. See Sherman’s March to the Sea

Sawyer gun and shell

bore sizes of

date of first delivery

key feature of

U. S. purchase of

utilization of

Saxon Affair

American price court determination

date of

explanation of

significance of

Saxton, Rufus

1st South Carolina Colored Volunteers

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

as military governor

Sayler’s Creek, Battle of

chronology

date of

description of

location of

outcome of

scalawags

Scales, Alfred Moore

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

wounding of

The Scarlet Letter (Hawthorne)

Schenck, Robert Cumming

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as minister to Great Britain

as U. S. congressman

Schimmelfenning, Alexander

date and place of birth

death of

illnesses of

immigration of

military service of

wounding of

Schofield, John McAllister

as administrative

chronology

as confidential agent of the U. S. State Department

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Fitz John Porter court-martial

on general staff concept

on intervention in Cuba

military career of

Pearl Harbor and

portrait of

post Civil War

regular army, increase in size of

as secretary of war

at West Point

Schurz, Carl

date and place of birth

death of

education of

immigration of

military service of

as minister to Spain

portrait of

post Civil War

public service of

as U. S. senator

Scott, Dred

date and place of birth

death of

as free

marriage of

portrait of

Roger Taney on

sale of

his suit for freedom

U. S. Supreme Court ruling on

Scott, Thomas Moore

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Scott, William Campbell

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

praise for

Scott, Winfield

Anaconda Plan strategy

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Infantry Tactics

military service of

portrait of

reputation of

sobriquet of

Thanks of Congress to

at West Point

wounding of

Scott v. Sandford. See Dred Scott Case

Scurry, William Read

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

seacoast guns

Columbiad guns at Warrington, Florida

Model 1839

Parrotts

placement of

purpose of

Rodman

Sears, Claudius Wistar

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

wounding of

secession

Arkansas

Confederate Constitution

constitutional evil and

definition of

effect of

explanation for

Kentucky

key issues

legitimacy of

Maryland

Missouri

morality and

North Carolina

property rights and

seceding states’ point of view

state secession by date

state sovereignty

states seceding during Buchanan presidency

Tennessee

of upper South

Virginia

Virginia Secession Convention

West Virginia

Secessionville, Battle of

alternative names for

casualties

date of

description of

Henry W. Benham and

location of

reason for

results of

Second Great Awakening

Secret Service, CSA

Belle Boyd and

blockade running

commander of

journalists and

messages, relaying of

open-source materials

Rose Greenhow and

the Secret Line

ship procurement

St. Albans, Vermont, raid

uses of

women and

The Secret Service, the Field, the Dungeon, and the Escape (Richardson)

Secret Service, U. S.

Abraham Lincoln and

Allan Pinkerton and

Bureau of Military Information

date established

in Europe

first chief of

George H. Sharpe and

intelligence operation in western theater

Lafayette C. Baker and

Maria “Belle” Boyd arrest

presidential production and

Rose O’Neal Greenhow arrest

William Wood and

work of

Seddon, James Alexander

arrest and imprisonment of

as Confederate secretary of war

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Joseph E. Johnston, sacking of

portrait of

post Civil War

relationship with Jefferson Davis

resignation of

as U. S. congressman

Sedgwick, John

Battle of Chancellorsville

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

reputation of

wounding of

Selfridge, Thomas Oliver, Jr.

Cairo, sinking of

commands of

Conestoga, sinking of

court-martial of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

naval career of

Seligman, Joseph

business career of

date and place of birth

death of

immigration of

J. and W. Seligman & Company

municipal reform and

refinancing America’s war debt

Selma, Alabama

Battle of Salma

Confederate arsenal and

destruction of

industry of

population of (1860)

railroads serving

Union capture of

Selma, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Selma Ordnance and Naval Foundry

Colin J. McRae and

date established

destruction of

growth of

importance of

location of

production of

shipyard of

Seminoles

Confederate treaty with

Florida Seminoles

formation of

population growth

slavery and

splitting of

Union loyalty of

war against the U. S.

Semmes, Paul Jones

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

wounding of

Semmes, Raphael

arrest of

charges against

chronology

commerce raiding

date and place of birth

death of

flag rank of

James River Squadron command

Memoirs of Service Afloat: During the War between the States

naval career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Service Afloat and Ashore during the Mexican War (Semmes)

Seven Days’ Campaign

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

explanation of

Gaines’ Mill battle

importance of

Malvern Hill battle

map of

McClellan’s proposal for

Mechanicsville battle

results of

Savage’s Station battle

Seven Pines battle

statistics for

Seven Pines, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

location of

photograph of Seven Pines battlefield, June 1862

reason for

significance of

statistics for

Seward, Frederick William

attempted murder of

date and place of birth

death of

diplomacy of

education of

his father

post Civil War

Reminiscences of a War-Time Statesman and Diplomat

as secretary of state

Seward, William Henry, Jr.

banking house of

death of

his father

fort construction

military service of

secret mission of

Seward, William Henry, Sr.

Abraham Lincoln and

Alaska, purchase of

Andrew Johnson and

attempted murder of

death of

education of

letter to Lincoln (April 1, 1861)

portrait of

public service of

Reconstruction and

retirement of

as secretary of state

on slavery

territorial expansion

as U. S. senator

Sewell’s Point, Battle of

sewing machine

Barthelemy Thimonnier and

Civil War and

“democratization of clothing”

Elias Howe and

Industrial Revolution and

Isaac Merritt Singer

standard-size clothing

Seymour, Horatio

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as New York governor

public service of

Tammany Hall reform

Seymour, Truman

as accomplished painter

date and place of birth

death of

education of

invasion of Jacksonville

military career of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

wounding of

Shackelford, James Murrell

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

Shaler, Alexander

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Sharp, Jacob Hunter

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

surrender of

Sharpsburg, Battle of. See Antietam, Battle of

sharpshooters

in the Battle of Saratoga

Berdan’s Sharpshooters

explanation of

Henry C. Foster and

impact of

Truman Head and

weapons of

Sharps rifle and carbine

accuracy of

breechblock placement

Christian Sharps and

Confederate copies of

copies of

manufacturers of

photograph of Sharps carbine

rate of fire

specifications of

U. S. government purchase of

Shaw, Robert Gould

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Johnson Hagood and

military career of

monument to

Shelby, Joseph Orville

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as manufacturer

Maximilian and

military service of

raids of

reputation of

as slaveholder

as U. S. marshal

Shelby’s Iron Brigade

commanders of

composition of

date organized

Joseph O. Shelby and

Maximilian and

military actions of

reputation of

Shelley, Charles Miller

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

Franklin Campaign and

military service of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

uditor of the U.S. Treasury Department

as U. S. congressman

Shelton Laurel Massacre

casualties

date of

explanation of

James A. Keith and

location of

Tories

Shenandoah, Confederate Army of the

commanders of

date formed

expansion of

military action of

strength of force

Shenandoah, CSS

chronology

circumnavigate the globe

date launched

first composite auxiliary screw steamship

original name of

photograph of

sale of

sinking of

surrender of

top speed of

Union whaling fleet and

Shenandoah, Union Army of the

composition of

date organized

military actions of

principal task of

strength of force

Shenandoah, Union Department of

date original department activated

expansion of

merger of

purpose of

reconstituted

Shenandoah Valley

geographic location of

importance to Confederacy

Shenandoah River

Shenandoah Valley Campaigns

Shenandoah Valley Campaigns. See Jackson’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign; Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign

Shepherdstown, Virginia, engagement at

casualties

dates of

description of

reason for

Shepley, George Foster

date and place of birth

death of

education of

federal judgeship of

military service of

Sheridan, Philip Henry

characteristics of

chronology

date (circa) and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Military Division of the Missouri command

portrait of

reports to Grant on the Shenandoah Valley (October 1 and 7, 1864)

Shenandoah Valley destruction

Sioux campaign

sobriquet of

Sheridan’s Richmond raid

Battle of Yellow Tavern

dates of

description of

reasons for

results of

Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign

Battle of Cedar Creek

casualties

composition of Sheridan’s force

dates of

description of

Fisher’s Hill

map of

reason for

results of

Sheridan summoned to Washington

Third Battle of Winchester

Waynesboro fighting

Sheridan’s Virginia Raid

Battle of Cedar Creek

dates of

description of

reason for

Sheridan quoted

Sheridan’s Army of the Shenadoah

Waynesboro fighting

Sherman, John

date and place of birth

death of

public service of

as secretary of state

as secretary of the treasury

Sherman Antitrust Act

Sherman Silver Purchase Act

as U. S. senator

Sherman, Thomas West

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Sherman, William Tecumseh

Alexandria Military Academy superintendent

chronology

correspondence with John B. Hood

date and place of birth

death of

eccentric behavior of

The Memoirs of General William T. Sherman,

military career of

orders concerning the March to the Sea (November 8–9, 1864)

portrait of

post Civil War

reputation of

School of Application for Infantry and Cavalry

Second Seminole War and

Special Order No. 67

surrender terms and General Order No. 8 (April 26–27, 1865)

“War Is Hell” speech

Sherman’s land grants

first school for freed slaves

land titles

reason for

Sea Islands

Special Field Order No. 15

squatters’ rights

Sherman’s March through the Carolinas

Bentonville battle

civilians and

at Columbia

cumulative damage done

dates of

description of

organization of Sherman’s army

at Raleigh

at Savannah

strategic impact of

strength of force

uniqueness of

Sherman’s March to the Sea

Averasboro engagement

chronology

Confederate resistance to

date completed

dates of

description of

destruction caused by

Honey Hill engagement

map of

orders concerning (November 8–9, 1864)

surrender of Savannah

total war

Union soldiers destroying Confederate railroad facilties and rolling stock

Sherman’s peace proposals

Andrew Johnson on

criticism of

date of

Edwin I. Stanton on

Joseph E. Johnston and

stipulations of

Ulysses S. Grant and

Sherwood, Isaac Ruth

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as newspaper editor

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

Shields, James

date and place of birth

death of

immigration of

military service of

as U. S. senator

wounding of

Shiloh, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

chronology

consequences of

dates of

description of

illustration of

map of

map of Shiloh Campaign

memoir excerpt about (Stockwell)

reporter’s account of (Villard)

statistics for

Ship Island

Shorter, John Gill

as Alabama governor

date and place of birth

death of

education of

public service of

Shoup, Francis Asbury

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

shrapnel

American civil war and

British use of

early shrapnel

effectiveness of

explanation of

Henry Shrapnel and

purpose of

“spherical case shot”

weight

Sibley, Henry Hastings

at the Battle of Woodlake

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

as Minnesota governor

public service of

Sioux rebellion

Sully-Sibley Campaign

as U. S. congressman

Sibley, Henry Hopkins

Bleeding Kansas

chronology

court-martial of

date and place of birth

death of

drunkenness

education of

Egyptian Army and

military career of

New Mexico Campaign

portable military shelter, invention of

portrait of

Sibley and Grant court-martial

charges against

date of

Irish Bend and Fort Bisland actions

verdict

Sibley’s New Mexico Campaign

Battle of Glorieta Pass

dates of

description of

results of

statistics for

Sickles, Daniel Edgar

controversy of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Gettysburg National Park and

Medal of Honor

military career of

as minister to Spain

portrait of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

wounding of

The Siege of Savannah in December, 1864 (Jones)

Sigel, Franz

Battle of New Market Valley

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

signal communications

Confederate use of

“flying telegraph trains”

forms of

U. S. Military Telegraph Service (USMTS)

U. S. Signal Corps

Signal Corps, Confederate Army

composition of

date established

E. Porter Alexander and

equipment of

espionage and

purpose of

shortages of

types of signaling

William Norris and

Signal Corps, U.S. Army

Abraham Lincoln and

Albert J. Myer and

Benjamin F. Fisher

date established

date terminated

E. Porter Alexander and

wigwag signaling

William J. L. Nicodemus and

Sill, Joshua Woodrow

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Fort Sill and

military career of

Simms, James Phillip

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

Simms, William Gilmore

date and place of birth

death of

effect of Civil War on

marriage of

as novelist

popularity of

on slavery/secession

writings of

Sims, Thomas

beating of

Boston Vigilance committee Committee

date and place of birth

escape of

extradition of

as runaway slave

survival of

Singleton, James Washington

date and place of birth

death of

his father

as hard-line peace Democrat

military service of

peace offers

public service of

slavery, defending of

as U. S. congressman

Sioux Uprising

Abraham Lincoln and

alternative names for

Andrew Myrick and

attacks on Forts Ridgely and Abercrombie

attacks on New Ulm

Battle of Redwood Ferry

Battle of Woodlake

Birch Coulee attack

bounty on Sioux

dates of

execution of Sioux warriors

Henry Hastings Sibley and

Henry Whipple and

Little Crow

Little Crow’s speech preceding uprising (August 18, 1862)

Minnesota Sioux

Minnesota statehood and

plead for food

relocation of Sioux

treaty agreements

trial of Sioux warriors

white settlement and

sister nurses

anti-Catholic sentiment

Catholic Church

discrimination and

Irish Sisters of Mercy

Sister Consolata Conlon

“Sisters of Charity”

“Sisters of Mercy”

transformation in military medical care

work of

Slack, James Richard

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Slack, William Yarnell

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

wounding of

Slash Church, Battle of. See Hanover Court House, Battle of

Slate, Jack

Slaughter, James Edwin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

slavery

abolitionist movement

African-American population of the United States (1840)

black Americans in postbellum South

definition of

Emancipation Proclamation

expansion of

Fugitive Slave Act

initial federal efforts to end

international slave trade

Kansas-Nebraska Act

legality of

Missouri Compromise

murder of slaves

Nat Turner’s Revolt

Northwest Ordinance of 1787

number of slaves (1860)

outlawing of

postbellum discrimination and violence

sale of slaves

slave rebellion

slave resistance

slave shows scars from a savage whipping

slaves in Confederate Army

Thirteenth Amendment

Three-Fifths Compromise

treatment of slaves

U.S. Constitution and

uses of

Wilmot Proviso

slaves

Christianity and

communal identity

contrabands

distribution of

enclave from subordination

families

impressment into the Confederate Army

the master’s power over

number of in the U. S. (1860)

resistance

slave family in Beaufort, South Carolina

subordination, mitigation of

as Union soldiers (number of)

whippingj

Slemmer, Adam Jacoby

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

wounding of

Slidell, John

as Confederate Commissioner to France

date and place of birth

death of

education of

portrait of

post Civil War

Trent Affair

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Slocum, Henry Warner

concern for civilians

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

as U. S. congressman

Slough, John Potts

as chief justice of New Mexico Territory

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Smalley, George Washburn

Anglo-American Memories

date and place of birth

death of

education of

field reporting of

newspaper (Union) report about the Battle of Antietam

Smalls, Robert

act of defiance

Black Mutual Aid Society

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

hire-out system and

marriage of

portrait of

post Civil War

public service of

as U. S. congressman

Smith, Andrew Jackson (Union general)

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

Smith, Andrew Jackson (Union soldier)

date and place of birth

death of

as escaped slave

Medal of Honor

military service of

Smith, Caleb Blood

date and place of birth

death of

education of

public service of

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. secretary of the interior

Smith, Charles Ferguson

Battle of Fort Donaldson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

frontier service of

military career of

wounding of

Smith, Charles Henry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Medal of Honor

military service of

public service of

Smith, Edmund Kirby

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Trans-Mississippi Department command

Smith, Gerrit

as abolitionist

during the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

philanthropy and reform of

Smith, Giles Alexander

African American division command

as assistant U. S. postmaster general

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Smith, Green Clay

date and place of birth

death of

John Hunt Morgan and

military career of

ordination of

public service of

Smith, Gustavus Woodson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

literary career of

as a manufacturer

military service of

post Civil War

Smith, James Argyle

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

surrender of

Smith, James Youngs

accusations against

date and place of birth

death of

public service of

as Rhode Island governor

Smith, John Eugene

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Smith, John Gregory

date and place of birth

death of

education of

public service of

as Speaker of the House

as Vermont governor

Smith, Joseph Bryant

Congress and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his father

naval career of

Smith, Martin Luther

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

surrender of

Smith, Morgan Lewis

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Smith, Preston

Battle of Chickamauga

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Smith, Thomas Benton

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as prisoner of war

Smith, Thomas Kilby

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Smith, Truman

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as judge on British-American Court of Arbitration

on slavery

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Smith, William

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

as U. S. congressman

as Virginia governor

Smith, William Duncan

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Smith, William Farrar

Chattanooga reinforcement and

Cracker Line, opposition to

date and place of birth

death of

education of

failure of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

sobriquet of

Smith, William Sooy

date and place of birth

death of

education of

engineering career of

military career of

smoothbores

accuracy of

ammunition for

calibers of

models of

muzzleloading

types of

use of

Smyth, Thomas Alfred

at Battle of Gettysburg

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Snake Creek Gap, Georgia, maneuvers around

dates of

description of

Dug Gap fighting

reason for

results of

Union troops engaging the Confederates at Snake Creek Gap

Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade

American abolitionist movement and

date founded

founders of

goal of

membership of

public opinion and

Quakers and

A Summary View of the Slave Trade and of the Probable Consequences of Its Abolition

supporters of

Thomas Clarkson and

Society of the Army of the Potomac

Army of the Potomac

date founded

peak membership

purpose of

structure of

soldiers’ votes

in-camp elections

in the Confederacy

criticism of

in the field

forms of

Lincoln’s reelection

proxy votes

in the Union

Solomon, Clara

Sons of Confederate Veterans

“Camps”

Confederate Veteran (magazine)

constitutional definition of

controversy of

date formed

“Divisions”

genealogical staff

headquarters of

League of the South

local and state organizations of

membership

number of members (2012)

organizer of

purpose of

racism accusations

secession and

since 2000

Sons of Liberty

Clement L. Vallandigham

commander of

dissolution of

insurrection and

Knights of the Golden Circle and

Sooy Smith expedition

casualties

dates of

description of

results of

So Red the Rose (Young)

Sorrel, Gilbert Moxley

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Soulé, Pierre

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

treason charge

South, Union Department of the

commanders of

date created

General David Hunter and

reduction of

South Atlantic Blockading Squadron

attack on Fort Sumter

Charleston blockade

date activated

John A. Dahlgren and

merger of

Robert Browning on

Samuel F. DuPont and

success of

on the Wando River

South Carolina

agriculture, dominance of

Charleston, fall of

chronology

Civil War, contributions to

Civil War casualties

Columbia, South Carolina, burning of

cotton and

crops of

Francis W. Pickens and

geographic location of

Low Country region

number of South Carolina men in Civil War

Ordinance of Secession (December 20, 1860)

political power in

population of (1860)

Sea Islands

secession and

size of

U.S. Navy blockade

William H. Gist and

South Carolina, Confederate Department of

commander of

date created

defensive works of

dissolution of

number of troops in

South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Confederate Department of

commanders of

date established

dissolution of

South Carolina, Union Department of

area of

commanders of

date created

dissolution of

headquarters of

purpose of

South Carolina and Georgia, Confederate Department of

area of

commanders of

date established

purpose of

South Carolina Volunteer Infantry Regiment

Southern Bivouac (magazine)

Battles and Leaders of the Civil War.

B. F. Avery and

content of

date first published

financial distress

founders of

Kentucky Chapter of the Southern Historical Society and

publisher of

sale of

subscription total

Southern Historical Society Papers

contents of

date of first publication

highlights of

last published volume

reputation of

Southern Historical Society and

The Southern History of the War (Pollard)

Southern Illustrated News

content of

difficulties of

importance of

purpose of

total number of subscribers

Southern Literary Messenger

content of

date first published

date publication ceased

Edgar Allen Poe and

George W. Bagby and

political neutrality

reputation of

sale of

Southern Manifesto

content of

date signed

purpose of

signers of

Southern nationalism

belief in economic and social superiority

Edmund Ruffin and

failure of

honor and

as phenomenon

secessionist movement and

sources of distinctiveness

Southern society acceptance of

states rights and

view of Yankees

William Lowndes Yancey and

Southern Treaty Commission, report of (October 30, 1865)

Southern Unionists

areas of

conscription

core of

definition of

derogatory terms for

effect of

in federal military service

Lincoln’s belief in

nonslaveholding whites

violence toward

Southern Virginia, Confederate Department of

area of

commander of

creation of

date established

merger of

A Southern Woman’s Story (Pember)

South Mountain, Battle of

alternative name for

chronology

date of

description of

Fox’s Gap fight

illustration of

reason for

results of

Turner’s Gap fight

Southwest, Confederate Department of the

area of

date created

Department of Alabama and

dissolution of

Southwest, Union Army of the

alternative name for

Battle of Pea Ridge

commanders

composition of

date constituted

Southwestern Army, Confederate

commanders

date created

principal goals of

renaming of

Southwestern Virginia, Confederate Department of

alternative names for

area of

commanders of

date ended

date established

Spanish Fort, Battle of. See Mobile, Alabama, siege of

Sparrow, Edward

on Civil War

criticism of Jefferson Davis

date and place of birth

death of

as delegate to Louisiana Secession Convention

education of

immigration of

postbellum

public service of

wealth of

spar torpedo

Albemarle, sinking of

Confederate use of

the David

David-class vessels

definition of

diagram showing design of torpedo attached to the spar of submarine H. L. Hunley

Francis D. Lee and

P. G. T. Beauregard and

the Torch

Spaulding, Elbridge Gerry

date and place of birth

death of

Legal Tender Act

as U. S. congressman

Specimen Days and Collect (Whitman)

Speed, James

date and place of birth

death of

education of

at Louisville University

Radical Republicanism

as U. S. attorney general

Speed, Joshua Fry

date and place of birth

death of

friendship with Lincoln

Lincoln-Speed correspondence

Lincoln’s use of

political views of

Spencer repeating rifle and carbine

action of

at the Battle of Gettysburg

at the Battle of Hoover’s Gap

Christopher M. Spencer

Confederate use of

cost of

description of

designer of

diary entry about (Hay)

disadvantage of

James W. Ripley and

Lincoln’s view of

preloaded magazines

rate of fire

specifications of

Spencer Repeating Rifle Company

Union adoption of

Spinner, Francis Elias

as a banker

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

as U. S. congressman

as U.S. treasurer

women, hiring of

Spotsylvania Court House, Battle of

casualties

Confederate prisoners

dates of

description of

journal excerpt on the engagement prior to (Wainwright)

map of

Mule Shoe

results of

Sprague, John Wilson

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Medal of Honor

military service of

post Civil War

Sprague, Kate Chase

death of

dislike of Lincoln

divorce of

education of

as financially strapped

her father

marriage of

Pomeroy Circular

Sprague, William, IV

date and place of birth

death of

marriage of

military service of

Panic of 1873 and

as Rhode Island governor

Union war effort and

as U. S. senator

Springfield Armory

date of naming of

domestic production of muskets

firearms produced by

innovation and

number of employees

origins of

rifled musket production

Springfield Model 1861 Rifled Musket

caliber of

maximum effective range of

minié ball projectile

muzzle velocity

percussion cap system of

photograph of

production of

rate of fire

specifications of

Spring Hill, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Stafford, Leroy Augustus

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Stafford Guards

Stager, Anson

cipher key development

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

U. S. Military Telegraph Service (USMTS) and

Western Union and

Stahel-Szamvald, Julius

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

St. Albans, Vermont, Confederate Raid on

casualties

date of

description of

goals of

location of

results of

Stanley, David Sloane

at the Battle of Franklin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Medal of Honor

military career of

post Civil War

Stanley, Henry Morton

criticism of

date and place of birth

David Livingstone and

death of

fame of

as journalists/explorer

military service of

Stanly, Edward

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as North Carolina military governor

as U. S. congressman

Stannard, George Jerrison

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Stanton, Edwin McMasters

Andrew Johnson and

as attorney general of the U. S.

during the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

education of

photograph of

Reconstruction and

as secretary war

Stanton, Elizabeth Cady

activism of

date and place of birth

death of

“Declaration of Sentiments”

education of

portrait of

postbellum

on women’s rights

Starke, Peter Burwell

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

surrender of

Starke, William Edward

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Star of the West, USS

attack upon

builder of

capture of

chronology

date entered service

depiction of

description of

Fort Sumter, resupplying of

Military College of South Carolina cadets attack on

renaming of

as the San Juan

scuttling of

as the St. Philip

steamships

boilers of

coal use

compound engines

Demologus

design improvements

engine improvements

fire room of

first steam-powered boat

first transatlantic crossing

impact of

Mississippi

Missouri

paddlewheel ships

screw propeller

U.S. Navy and

Stearns, George Luther

as abolitionist

during the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

John Brown and

Massachusetts Kansas Aid Company

military recruitment and

as philanthropist

post Civil War

temperance

Underground Railroad and

wealth of

Steedman, James Blair

at the Battle of Chickamauga

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

as newspaper publisher

public service of

Steele, Frederick

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Steele, William

date and place of birth

date paroled

death of

education of

Mexican-American War

military career of

post Civil War

Steele’s Bayou Expedition

casualties

chronology

dates of

David D. Porter and

description of

reason for

results of

steel manufacture. See iron and steel manufacture

Stembel, Roger Nelson

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

wounding of

Stephens, Alexander Hamilton

capture and imprisonment of

A Constitutional View of the War between the States

“Cornerstone Speech”

criticism of Jefferson Davis

date and place of birth

death of

education of

meeting with Lincoln

on negotiated peace

on Negroes (quoted)

party affiliation

portrait of

public service of

during secession crisis

as U. S. congressman

as vice president of the Confederacy

Steuart, George Hume

date and place of birth

date paroled

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

Stevens, Clement Hoffman

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

sobriquet of

wounding of

Stevens, Isaac Ingalls

Campaigns of the Rio Grande and of Mexico

controversy and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Indian unrest and

military career of

as U. S. congressman

as Washington Territory governor

Stevens, Thaddeus

as chairman of House Ways and Means Committee

characteristics of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

impeachment of Pres. Johnson

influence of

military Reconstruction

Radical Republicans and

as U. S. congressman

Stevens, Walter Husted

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

surrender of

Stevenson, Carter Littlepage

date and place of birth

date paroled

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Stevenson, John Dunlap

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Stewart, Alexander Peter

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Stilington’s Hill, Battle of. See McDowell, Battle of

St. John, Isaac Munroe

Bureau of Nitre and Mining

civil engineering and

date and place of birth

death of

gunpowder production

military career of

post Civil War

surrender of

Stockwell, Elisha: memoir excerpt about the Battle of Shiloh (1862)

Stoeckl, Eduard Andreevich de

date and place of birth

death of

on Lincoln

parents of

post Civil War

Russian neutrality

sale of Alaska

as U. S. chargé d’affaires

Stolbrand, Charles John

date and place of birth

death of

immigration of

military service of

postbellum

Stone, Charles Pomeroy

arrest of

Battle of Ball’s Bluff and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Mexican-American War and

military career of

orders for the Battle of Balls Bluff (October 20 and 25, 1861)

post Civil War

Stone, Kate. See Holmes, Sarah Katherine Stone

Stone, William Milo

Abraham Lincoln and

date and place of birth

death of

as Iowa governor

Knoxville Journal and

military service of

postbellum

Stone Fleet

date of

failure of

purpose of

Robert E. Lee on

Warsaw Island, Confederate abandonment of

Stoneman, George, Jr.

as California governor

capture of

chronology

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Mexican-American War and

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Stoneman and McCook’s raid

casualties

dates of

description of

plan for

reason for

results of

surrender of Stoneman

Stoneman’s raid during the Chancellorsville Campaign

casualties

dates of

description of

plan for

results of

Stoneman’s raid in southwestern Virginia

chronology

dates of

description of

destruction by

importance of

location of

purpose of

Stoneman’s raid into North Carolina and Virginia

description of

purpose of

results of

at Salisbury Prison

Stones River, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

location of

map of

reason for

report on (Rosecrans)

results of

Stonewall, CSS

armament

armor of

builder of

crew size

officers of

photograph of

renaming of

sale of

statistics for

Stonewall Brigade

commanders of

composition of

at the First Battle of Bull Run

military actions of

number of men in

reputation of

“Stonewall”Jackson and

Stoughton, Edwin Henry

capture of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

reputation of

Stovall, Marcellus Augustus

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

surrender of

Stowe, Harriet Beecher

date and place of birth

death of

Dred: A Tale of the Dismal Swamp

education of

her father

The Life and Letters of Harriet Beecher Stowe

marriage of

portrait of

as teacher

Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Uncle Tom’s Cabin (excerpt)

Western Monthly Magazine and

writings of

Strader v. Graham

argument of

date of

decision of Supreme Court

Kentucky Court of Appeals ruling

Strahl, Otho French

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

strategy, CSA

cordon strategy

defense of Vicksburg

defensive war

in the East

strategy of concentration

Union public opinion and

western theater, command and control over

strategy, U. S.

attrition

blockading

definition of strategy

destruction of Confederate property

emancipation and

of George B. McClellan

Lincoln’s strategy

Peninsula Campaign

time and

Ulysses S. Grant and

Strawberry Plains, Virginia. See Deep Bottom, First Battle of; Deep Bottom, Second Battle of

Streight, Abel D.

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

surrender of

Streight’s Raid

chronology

dates of

description of

plan for

purpose of

results of

Stribling, Cornelius Kinchiloe

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

postbellum

Stringham, Silas Horton

chronology

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

as presidential advisor

Strong, George Crockett

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Strong, George Templeton

date and place of birth

death of

diary of

education of

U. S. Sanitary Commission and

Stuart, David

at the Battle of Shiloh

brigadier general appointment

date and place of birth

death of

education of

John Jacob Astor and

military service of

as U. S. congressman

Stuart, James Ewell Brown “Jeb”

in the Battle of Chancellorsville

in the Battle of Malvern Hil

in the Battle of Yellow Tavern

Catlett’s Station raid

Chambersburg raid

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

in the Gettysburg Campaign

military career of

during the Peninsular Campaign

portrait of

Stuart’s Chambersburg Raid

dates of

description of

location of

plan for

reason for

results of

Stuart’s ride around McClellan

casualty of

description of

reason for

results of

Studebaker, Clement

date and place of birth

death of

H. & C. Studebaker firm

Studebaker wagons

Studebaker, John

Sturgis, Samuel Davis

in the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

during the Mexican-American War

military career of

post Civil War

Submarine Battery Service

bonuses

Commodore Barney sinking

dangers of

funding of

Gabriel J. Rains and

Jefferson Davis on

Matthew Fontaine Maury and

mining of the James River

purpose of

R. O. Crowley and

secrecy of

support for

submarines

Alligator

Confederate submarines

Davids

definition of

H. L. Hunley

illustration of

Intelligent Whale

Julius Kroehl and

of Lodner D. Phillips

Northern submarines

Pioneer/Pioneer II

Sub Marine Explorer

Tredegar Iron Works and

of William Cheeney

substitutes

conscription system and

definition of

foreigners and adolescent boys

foreign governments on

fraud and

kidnapping

military denouncement of

professional substitutes

profit-making

purpose of

resentment toward

Suffolk, Virginia, siege of

casualties

dates of

description of

results of

Sullivan, Jeremiah Cutler

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Sully, Alfred

Battle of Killdeer Mountain

Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his father

as Indian fighter

military career of

Minnesota Sioux Uprising

Second Seminole War

Sultana disaster

boiler explosion

chronology

investigation of

notice of

number of lives lost

number of passengers on

specifications for

steamboat Sultana on April 27, 1865, c,

use of

Sumner, Charles

Andrew P. Butler and

“Bleeding Sumner” incident

“The Crime against Kansas” speech

date and place of birth

death of

education of

impeachment of Andrew Johnson

portrait of

as Radical Republican

speech to the U.S. Senate (May 19, 1856) [excerpts]

as U. S. senator

Sumner, Edwin Vose

at Battle of Cerro Gordo

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

Sumter, CSS

armament

at Cádiz

cost to Confederate government

date commissioned

date launched

first prize of

at Gibraltar

naming of

number of prizes taken by

renaming of

sale of

specifications

Sun

Supreme Court, Confederate

Supreme Court, U. S.

Ableman v. Booth

Almy v. California

Bank of Commerce v. New York

Bank Tax Case

Chief Justice Roger B. Taney

expansion of

Ex Parte Merryman

Ex Parte Milligan

Freeman v. Howe

Hepburn v. Griswold

important cases related to slavery and the slave trade

Legal Tender Cases

Lincoln’s appointees to

Miller v. U.S.

Pacific Insurance Company v. Soule

Prize Cases

as pro-Union

Roosevelt v. Meyer

Scott v. Sanford

Southern bias of

Texas v. White

Surdam, David G.

surgeon general

chronology

Samuel Preston Moore

Surratt, John Harrison

as Confederate courier and spy

date and place of birth

death of

extradition of

flight of

Italian War of Unification and

John Wilkes Booth and

trial of

Surratt, Mary Elizabeth Jenkin

arrest of

date and place of birth

execution of

Lincoln’s assassination and

marriage of

photograph of

sympathy for

trial of

surrender terms

capitulation

dates of Confederate surrenders

definition of

Robert E. Lee and

Ulysses S. Grant and

William T. Sherman and

as written by Grant

as written by Sherman

Susquehanna, Union Department of

area of

commander of

date established

dissolution of

expansion of

General Order No. 172

Sutherland’s Station, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

reasons for

results of

Third Battle of Petersburg

sutlers

abuses of

appointment of

Confederate

credit

definition of

items offered

prices charged

Sutlers Row in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Swamp Angel

construction of battery and parapet

current status of

definition of

firing of

installation of

Marsh Battery of the Union Parrot 8-inch rifled “Swamp Angel” gun

Morris Island and

purpose of

Sweeny, Thomas William

court-martial of

date and place of birth

death of

Fabian movement and

military career of

retirement of

Swift Creek, Battle of

casualties

description of

location of

reason for

results of

Swinton, William

date and place of birth

death of

education of

immigration of

as New York Times correspondent

post Civil War

sentenced to death

unethical reporting methods

“The Sword of Robert E. Lee” (Ryan)

Sykes, George

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

tactics

and Civil War combat

definition of

dimensions of Civil War tactics

effective order

European combined arms approach

European training

firepower superiority

George B. McClellan and

infantry brigades and

infantry formations

major tactical objective

open field maneuvers

platoon volleys

secure interior lines

ultimate objective of tactical maneuver

West Point and

tactics, cavalry. See cavalry tactics

Tales of Soldiers and Civilians (Bierce)

Taliaferro, William Booth

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

personality of

post Civil War

“Stonewall”Jackson and

Tallahassee, CSS

Taney, Roger Brooke

as chief justice of the Supreme Court

constitutional interpretation

date and place of birth

death of

Dred Scott case

education of

Ex Parte Merryman (1861) [excerpts]

on habeas corpus

notoriety of

political career of

portrait of

slavery and

Tappan, James Camp

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Taps

current status of

Daniel Butterfield and

history of

at military funerals

purpose of

“Tattoo” and

tariffs

in the Confederacy

definition of

Morrill Tariff

Panic of 1857 and

protectionism and

purpose of

“The South Carolina Exposition and Protest”

Southern reaction to

states’ rights and

Tariff of 1828

Tariff of 1846 (Walker Tariff)

Tariff of 1857

Tariff of 1864

Tattnall, Josiah

capture of

court-martial of

date and place of birth

death of

diplomatic incident involving

his father

naval career of

notoriety of

portrait of

tax-in-kind

Taylor, Benjamin Franklin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Evening Journal and

post Civil War

war reporting of

William T. Sherman and

writings of

Taylor, Joseph Pannell

congressional promotion of

date and place of birth

death of

his family

military career of

Taylor, Richard

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

Destruction and Reconstruction

education of

his family

in politics

portrait of

post Civil War

Taylor, Susie Baker King

1st South Carolina Volunteer Infantry and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

marriages of

Reminiscences of My Life in Camp: With the 33rd United States Colored Troops, Late 1st S.C. Volunteers

as teacher

Women’s Relief Corps and

Taylor, Thomas E.: British account of running the blockade (1863), book excerpt

Taylor, Thomas Hart

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

Taylor, Zachary

Taylor’s Ridge, Battle of

chronology

description of

location of

reason for

results of

Tebe, Marie

awards to

date and place of birth

immigration of

Kearny Cross to

marriage of

post Civil War

sobriquet of

suicide of

as a vivandière

wounding of

Tecumseh, USS

armament of

builder of

casualties of

current status of

date commissioned

depiction of Tecumseh striking a mine

first assignment of

sinking of

specifications of

wreck site

telegraph

American Telegraph Company

Army Signal Corps

Beardslee telegraph device

Field Telegraph Service

importance of

major telegraph entities in the Union

Manual of Signals (Myer)

military tactics and

Military Telegraph Service

number of telegraph operators during the war

Samuel Morse and

Signal Corps Field Telegraph Service operators

Union telegraph operations, book excerpt on (Beckwith)

U.S. Military Telegraph Construction Corps hanging telegraph wire

U. S. Military Telegraph Service

wiretapping

temperance movement

antebellum drinking culture

the Civil War and

constitutional prohibition of liquors

fraternal societies and

government policies and

liquor laws

liquor tax

Maine Law of 1851

male membership in

New York State Inebriate Asylum

public liquor stores

purpose of

Washington Movement

Temple, Henry John (Lord Palmerston)

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as foreign secretary

House Of Commons and

portrait of

as prime minister

pro-Southern sympathies of

relationship with the U. S.

reputation of

on slavery

Trent Affair

Tennessee

chronology

date of joining Confederacy

Eastern Tennessee

geographic location of

gunpowder manufacture

Memphis

Nashville

number of Civil War casualties from

number of Civil War engagements in

number of Tennessee men in Confederate Army

population of (1860)

pro-Confederate support in

secession and

strategic resources of

Union strategy for

Union successes in

Tennessee, Confederate Army of

Albert Sidney Johnston and

attacks on Sherman

Battle of Chickamauga

Battle of Kennesaw Mountain

Battle of Missionary Ridge

Battle of Nashville

Battle of Shiloh

Battle of Stones River

Braxton Bragg and

Chattanooga

expansion of

James Longstreet and

John Bell Hood and

Joseph E. Johnston and

surrender of

territory of

William Tecumseh Sherman and

Tennessee, Confederate Department of

area of

commanders of

date created

dissolution of

Tennessee, CSS

armament of

armor of

Battle of Mobile Bay

date commissioned into Union Navy

date launched

defect of

photograph of

sale of

specifications of

surrender of

Tennessee, Union Army of the

Battle of Bentonville

Battle of Jonesboro

capture of forts Henry and Donelson

date of disbandment

invasion of Georgia

James B. McPherson and

John A. Logan and

Oliver Otis Howard and

origin of

in Savannah

Ulysses S. Grant and

William Tecumseh Sherman and

Tennessee, Union Department of the

boundaries of

commanders of

date created

dissolution of

Tennessee, Union Military Division of the

commander of

date created

headquarters of

purpose of

Tennessee and Georgia, Confederate Department of

boundaries of

commanders of

date created

Terrell’s Texas Cavalry

as the 37th Texas Cavalry

Alexander Watkins Terrell and

Battle of Yellow Bayou

date ordered in the service

disbandment of

as multiracial

mutiny in

at Pleasant Hill

Terrill, James Barbour

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Terry, Alfred Howe

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

recognition of

Schofield Commission

Sioux War of 1876–187 and

surrender of Sitting Bull

Terry, Henry Dwight

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

postbellum

Terry, William

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

wounding of

Terry, William Richard

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Terry’s Texas Rangers

32nd Indiana Infantry Regiment and

Battle of Bentonville and

Battle of Shiloh and

Benjamin F. Terry and

commanders of

date organized

morale of

number of volunteers in

official name of

purpose of

Texas

area of

Battle of Shiloh

chronology

contributions to Confederacy

date of secession

effects of Civil War on

emancipation of all slaves

First Vicksburg Campaign

geographic location of

Indian frontier security

industry

internal opposition to Confederacy

number of Texas casualties in Civil War

perceived threats to

population of (1860)

Red River Campaign failure

Sabine Pass

slavery

surrender of

Trans-Mississippi theater

Texas, Confederate Department of

commanders of

date discontinued

date established

expansion of

Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, Confederate District of

area of

commanders of

dissolution of

military actions of

Texas, Union Department of

area of

date established

dissolution of

headquarters of

Texas Rangers

Battle of Rio Grande City

criticism of

current control of

date formally established

legendary fame of

organization of

races attitudes

reconstituted

Sam Houston and

secession and

Stephen F. Austin and

Terry’s Rangers

Texas frontier and

Texas Revolution and

textile manufacturing

components of textiles

in the Confederacy

cotton shortage

geographic location and

industry size

predominant textile fibers during Civil War

prominent mill locations

silk and linen

Southern textile mills

women and

wool

Thanks of Congress, U.S. and CSA

Thatcher, Henry Knox

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his grandfather

naval career of

Thayer, John Milton

date and place of birth

education of

military service of

at Prairie D’Ane

public service of

Thirteenth Amendment

abolition of slavery and congressional authority

Article V

compensating emancipation

confiscation laws relating to slavery

Corwin Amendment

Crittenden Compromise

date adopted

emancipation amendments

as first Reconstruction Amendments

House adoption of

part of

Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation

Republican support for

Sections 1 and 2

slavery outlawed in federal territories

state ratification of

Thirty Years After: An Artist’s Story of the Great War (Forbes)

This Country of Ours (Harrison)

Thomas, Allen

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

parole of

postbellum

Thomas, Bryan Morel

capture of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

Thomas, Edward Lloyd, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Thomas, George Henry

Battle of Chattanooga

Battle of Chickamauga

Battle of Nashville

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

sobriquet of

Thomas, Lorenzo

as acting secretary of war

Andrew Johnson and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

during Reconstruction

Thomas, William Holland

Cherokee adoption of

as Cherokee leader

date and place of birth

death of

insanity of

military service of

parents of

public service of

Thomas Legion

Yonaguska and

Thompson, Jacob

as Confederate agent in Canada

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. secretary of the interior

as volunteer aide to Confederate generals

Thompson, John R.: Song, “Richmond Is a Hard Road to Travel” (1863)

Thompson, Meriwether Jefferson

Battle of Plum Point Bend

Battle of Westport

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Price’s Missouri Raid

sobriquet of

Swamp Rats

Thompson’s Station, Tennessee, engagement at

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

results of

strength of forces

Thoreau, Henry David

assistance to runaway slaves

Civil Disobedience

date and place of birth

death of

education of

influence of

on John Brown

“Natural History of Massachusetts”

opposition to Mexican-American War

transcendentalism

Walden

Thornwell, James Henley

at Columbia Theological Seminary

date and place of birth

death of

education of

education of slaves

Presbyterian Church of the Confederate States

on secession

on slavery

at South Carolina College

Southern Presbyterian Review

Southern Quarterly Review

Tibbits, William Badger

at the Battle of Piedmont

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

Tidball, John Caldwell

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his father-in-law

Manual of Heavy Artillery Service: Prepared for the Use of the Army and Militia of the United States

military career of

post Civil War

Tilden, Samuel Jones

Barnburners and

on the Civil War

date and place of birth

death of

education of

As Jacksonian Democrat

national recognition of

as New York governor

portrait of

Tilghman, Lloyd

date and place of birth

death of

education of

at Fort Henry

military service of

surrender of

Tilson, David

amputation

as chief of artillery for fortifications

date and place of birth

death of

education of

postbellum

timberclads

dissolution of

effectiveness of

names of

purpose of

specifications of vessels

U. S. War Department and

Timrod, Henry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

“Ethnogenesis”

his father

The Poems of Henry Timrod

as poet

poetry of

tuberculosis and

as war correspondent

tinclads

armament of

armor of

Black Hawk

number of

specifications for

uses of

Tod, David

arrest of Clement L. Vallandigham

date and place of birth

death of

enlistment bounties

as Ohio governor

U. S. minister to Brazil

Todd, A. H.

Todd, George

at Centralia Massacre

death of

at Independence, Missouri

Kansas First Guerrillas

at Lawrence, Kansas

as pro-Confederate Missouri guerrilla.

William Clarke Quantrill and

Todd’s Tavern, Battle of

date of

description of

location of

reason for

results of

Tomb, J. H.

Tompkins, Charles Henry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Medal of Honor

military career of

post Civil War

renown of

Tompkins, Sally Louisa

date and place of birth

death of

nursing career of

post Civil War

Tom’s Brook, Battle of

casualties

chronology

description of

reason for

results of

Toombs, Robert Augustus

as Confederate secretary of state

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Jefferson Davis and

military service of

portrait of

post Civil War

on secession

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Toon, Thomas Frentress

date and place of birth

death of

distinguished service of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Torbert, Alfred Thomas Archimedes

Battle of Fisher’s Hill

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Philip Sheridan and

post Civil War

torpedoes

bounty on Union warships

Cairo sinking

Commodore Jones sinking

Confederate Torpedo Bureau

contact detonation

electrical detonation

first detection of Confederate

first victim of

land mines

Matthew Fontaine Maury and

number of Union ships sank or damaged by

photograph of torpedoes, shot, and shells

powder charges in

recovered torpedoes

at stationary weapon

Tecumseh sinking

underwater mine warfare

Totopotomoy Creek, Battle of

alternative name for

chronology

date of

description of

results of

Totten, Joseph Gilbert

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

National Academy of Sciences and

Smithsonian Institution and

as Union army chief engineer

Tower, Zealous Bates

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

primary responsibilities of

at West Point

Town Creek, Battle of

casualties/prisoners

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Townsend, George Alfred

date and place of birth

death of

The Life, Crime, and Capture of John Wilkes Booth

literary career

popularity of

as war correspondent

Tracy, Edward Door

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

at Second Vicksburg Campaign

Trading Post, Battle of. See Marais des Cygnes River, Battle of the

Trans-Allegheny Department, Confederate

alternative name for

area of

commanders of

date established

name change

Trans-Mississippi, Confederate Department and Army of the

area of

capitulation of

commanders of

Cotton Bureau

date created

Edmund Kirby Smith and

impressment and

Missouri raid

Red River Campaign

Trans-Mississippi District, Confederate

date established

dissolution of

purpose of

Trans-Mississippi Theater

area of

Battle of Palmito Ranch

cities under Union command

Galveston, capture of

guerrilla warfare

Indian warfare

Knights of the Golden Circle

Native Americans and

New Orleans, capture of

nickname of

Shreveport, Union invasion of

Vicksburg, capture of

warfare in

Trapier, James Heyward

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Fourth Military District and

military career of

Treatise on Grand Military Operations

Baron Antoine Henri Jomini and

basis of

influence of

number of volumes and

strategic maxims of

as Traité des grandes opérations militaries

vision of strategy and tactics

Tredegar Iron Works

Brooke guns and

Confederation correspondence on (March 7–11, 1865)

date charted

date established

date of closing

heavy gun manufacturing

importance of

Joseph R. Anderson and

number of employees

operations of

percentage of Confederate cannon produced by

photograph of

production of

propulsion systems manufacturing

slave labor

submarine building

Trenholm, George Alfred

business interests of

capture and arrest of

as Confederate secretary of the treasure

date and place of birth

death of

defense of Charleston and

post Civil War

supporting the Confederacy

Trent Affair

British government reaction to

Charles Wilkes and

chronology

Lincoln’s reaction to

results of

San Jacinto and Trent

Trent’s Reach, Battle of

dates of

description of

Drewry

Onondaga

reason for

results of

Scorpion

ships involved in

Virginia II

William A. Parker and

Trevilian Station, Battle of

chronology

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Trimble, Isaac Ridgeway

amputation

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

at Pickett’s Charge

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

as railroad engineer

Trumbull, Lyman

date and place of birth

death of

Liberal Republican Party founder

political career of

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Truth, Sojourner

“Ain’t I A Woman?” speech

birth name of

causes/ideas of

date (ca.) and place of birth

death of

freedom gained

language of

name change

national fame of

National Freedman’s Relief Association

oratory of

photograph of

religious visions of

as a slave

The Truth about the Confederate States of America (De Leon)

Tubman, Harriet

date (ca.) and place of birth

death of

federal pension

freeing slaves

marriage of

name of

narcolepsy

number of slaves freed by (estimate)

photograph of

reward for

as scout and spy

as a slave

Tucker, John Randolph

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

post Civil War

Tucker, William Feimster

date and place of birth

death of

education of

post Civil War

public service of

wounding of

Tullahoma Campaign

casualties

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Tupelo, Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

Nathan Bedford Forrest and

reason for

results of

Turchin, John Basil

19th Illinois Infantry Regiment and

in Athens, Alabama

court-martial of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

immigration of

military career of

nickname of

post Civil War

quoted on Athens, Alabama

Turchin, Nadine Lvova

date and place of birth

death of

as a diarist

education of

her husband

immigration of

as a nurse

post Civil War

Turner, Henry McNeal

Turner, John Wesley

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Turner, Nat

capture of

Confessions of Nat Turner

date and place of birth

education of

execution of

significance of

as slave preacher

slave revolt

trial of

Tuttle, James Madison

criminal activities of

date and place of birth

death of

investigation of

military service of

postbellum

Tweed, William Magear

criminal conviction of

date and place of birth

death of

as de facto ruler of New York

Democratic enemies

New York City Draft Riots

New York Times and

portrait of

prison sentence of

sobriquet of

Tammany Hall and

Tweed Ring

as U. S. congressman

Twenty-Negro Law

criticism of

extent of

historical view of

modifications of

purpose of

Twiggs, David Emmanuel

chronology

court-martial of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

experimental use of camels

his father

James Buchanan quoted on

military career of

Two Years before the Mast (Dana)

Tyler, John

date and place of birth

death of

education of

foreign affairs and

portrait of

Pre-Emption Act

as president of the United States

public service of

support for the Confederacy

Texas annexation

as vice president of the United States

Washington Peace Convention

Webster-Ashburton Treaty

Tyler, Robert Charles

date and place of birth

death of

early years of

military service of

wounding of

Tyler, Robert Ogden

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Ullmann, Daniel

capture of

Corps d’Afrique

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Nathaniel P. Banks and

upper-class Cherokee women

Uncle Tom’s Cabin

excerpt from

first serialization of

Harriet Beecher Stowe and

influences on

A Key to Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Stowe)

reaction to

title page of

Underground Railroad

acquisition of name

Columbia, Pennsylvania

conductors

definition of

effect of

estimate of number of slaves escaping by

George Washington’s slave complaint

Henry “Box” Brown and

incorporation of

lines of

money and

slaves escaping the South by means of the Underground Railroad

slave travel

in the South

spread of

stations

Tubman and

Underwood, Adin Ballou

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Underwriter, Confederate destruction of

uniforms, Confederate Army and Navy

Article 47 of the Regulations

cadet-gray uniform

depot system, establishment of

deterioration of

distribution of uniforms

fabric of

General Order 9

individual preferences

Marchall design of

naval officer standard uniform

naval regulations

Nicola Marchall and

photograph of

sailor uniform

scrounged uniforms

shoes

shortages

uniform depots

uniforms, U.S. Army and Navy

basic uniform pre-Civil War

battlefield identification

belt set

civilian dress and

coats

color identification (enlisted men)

colors

cravats/gloves

depots for

factors effecting adoption of

footwear

French influence on

General Order No. 6

hats

naval uniforms

notable feature of

overcoats

personal identification

personal whim and

photograph of

rate and specialties identification (navy)

sash

Schuylkill Arsenal

shortages of

of specialized military branches

standardization of

trousers

uniform standards

Unionists, Southern. See Southern Unionists

Union League of America (ULA)

criticism of

membership of

origin of

purpose of

Republican Party and

work of

Union Party. See National Union Party

Union Volunteer Refreshment Saloon

United Confederate Veterans (UCV)

Confederate Military History

date founded

dissolution of

membership

mission of

organization of

reunions of

rival of

United Daughters of the Confederacy

activities of

criticism of

date founded

monument building

patriotic duty to the U. S.

purpose of

United Kingdom. See Great Britain

United States Christian Commission

date formed

delegates

dissolution of

George H. Stewart and

Ladies’ Christian Commission

mission of

primary mission of

YMCA and

United States Colored Troops (USCT)

26th U.S. Colored Volunteer Infantry on parade

Battle of the Crater and

date established

discrimination

Emancipation Proclamation and

formal recruitment of

informal recruitment

Lincoln on

maltreatment of

Medal of Honor to

number of combat deaths of

number of men serving in

numerical designations

organization of

regiments

by state of origin

United States Lighthouse Service

aid to Union war effort

assets of

Confederate Lighthouse Service

lighthouse tenders

Maximilian Bonzano

post Civil War

prior to Civil War

purpose of

Southern lighthouse personnel

United States Military Academy, West Point

accomplishments of

Alexander H. Bowman and

criticism of

early graduation from

enrollment age, extension of

Mexican-American War and

number of alumni becoming general offices

number of graduates dead in Civil War

overall performance of

professionalism and

Radical Republicans and

secession, effects of

United States Revenue Cutter Service (RCS)

effect of Civil War on

fleet size, increasing

Harriett Lane

John Dix and

Lewis Cass

loss of cutters to the South

McClelland

Miami

missions of

Naugatuck

purpose of

secession and

work of

The Unvanquished (Faulkner)

Upton, Emory

The Armies of Asia and Europe

Battle of Spotsylvania Court House

conscription and

date and place of birth

education of

military career of

The Military Policy of the United States

military tactics change

A New System of Infantry Tactics

Overland Campaign and

portrait of

post Civil War

study of Asian and European welfare

suicide of

at West Point

wounding of

Urbanna Plan

George B. McClellan and

Joseph E. Johnston and

Lincoln and

location of Urbanna

presumption for success

primary advantage of

purpose of

skepticism of

stipulations to

Usher, John Palmer

Abraham Lincoln and

date and place of birth

death of

on freed African Americans

judicial circuit

Lincoln’s cabinet (1861–1865)

post Civil War

public service of

as U. S. secretary of the interior

Utah, Union Department of

area of

date created

dissolution of

Philip St. George Cooke and

Utah Territory

area of

Brigham Young

date of statehood

Lincoln and Mormons

loyalty, manifestations of

Nauvoo Legion

Patrick Edward Connor

suppression of Mormonism

Utoy Creek, Battle of

casualties

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Vache Island, Haiti

congressional appropriations for

contracts for

failure of

freedmen colonization

Lincoln and

Vallandigham, Clement Laird

arrest and trial of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

exile of

as leader of the Copperheads

Lincoln and

as newspaper editor

portrait of

slavery and

Sons of Liberty leader

speech before Congress about the Conscription Bill

treacherous speech of

as U. S. congressman

Valley District, Confederate

commanders of

date established

military activities of

Shenandoah Valley Campaign and

Val Verde, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

location of

results of

strength of forces

westward expansion and

Van Brunt, Gershom Jaques

commands of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

Tabasco evacuation

Virginia and Monitor battle

Vance, Robert Brank

his brother

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

as U. S. congressman

Vance, Zebulon Baird

arrest of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as North Carolina governor

political career of

portrait of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Van Cleve, Horatio Phillips

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Vanderbilt, Cornelius

business career of

date and place of birth

death of

Grand Central Station, NYC and

portrait of

railroads

reputation of

sailing vessels

steamboat building

steamships

Thomas Gibbons and

U.S. Senate investigation of

Vanderbilt, donation to Union of

Vanderbilt University and

War of 1812 and

Van Dorn, Earl

at the Battle of Corinth

chronology

court of inquiry

date and place of birth

education of

Mexican-American War battles of

military career of

portrait of

shooting of

Trans-Mississippi District commander

Western service of

wounding of

Van Lew, Elizabeth

attending to Union prisoners

date and place of birth

death of

as eccentric

education of

espionage of

freeing slaves

Mary Elizabeth Bowser and

post Civil War

sobriquet of

Ulysses S. Grant and

Vaughan, Alfred Jefferson, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

wounding of

Vaughan Road, Battle of. See Hatcher’s Run, Battle of

Vaughn, John Crawford

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Vaught’s Hill, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

date of

description of

location of

results of

strength of forces

Veatch, James Clifford

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Velazquez, Loreta Janeta

arrests of

date and place of birth

death of

as Harry T. Buford

her work as apocryphal

as lobbyist

marriage of

The Woman in Battle: A Narrative of the Exploits, Adventures, and Travels of Madame Loreta Janeta Velazquez, Otherwise Known as Lieutenant Harry T. Buford

wounding of

Vermont

general offices from

geographic location of

number of Vermont casualties in Civil War

number of Vermont troops in Civil War

population of (1860)

raid on St. Albans

Republican Party loyalty

reputation of

size of

Vermont Regiments

Vermont, 1st Brigade. See 1st Vermont Brigade

Verot, Jean Pierre Augustin Marcellin

arrest of

as bishop

date and place of birth

death of

his pamphlet on slavery

postbellum

as Sulpician priest

on Union occupation of Savannah

Veteran Reserve Corps

combat service of

date disbanded

date formed

duties of

Invalid Corps

name change

number of casualties of

number of men serving in

purpose of

veterans’ organizations

Grand Army of the Republic

Ladies of the GAR

Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States

Sons of Union Veterans

Union Veteran Legion

United Confederate Veterans

United Daughters of the Confederacy

Women’s Relief Corps

Veteran Volunteer Corps

date established

date terminated

number of veterans signed on

purpose of

recruitment boundaries

Winfield S. Hancock and

Vicksburg, Confederate Army of

alternative name for

Battle of Big Black River, First

Battle of Champion Hill

composition of

date formed

humiliation of

infighting among officers

John C. Pemberton

number of men in (approximate)

organization of

purpose of

Second Vicksburg Campaign and

Ulysses S. Grant and

Vicksburg, Mississippi, Farragut’s passage of

casualties

date of

description of

Henry W. Halleck and

reason for

results of

ships involved in

Thomas Craven and

Vicksburg, Mississippi, Porter’s passage of

casualties

date of

description of

plan for

preparations for

results of

ships involved in

Vicksburg Campaign, First

Chickasaw Bayou fighting

chronology

dates of

description of

description of Vicksburg

Earl Van Dorn

importance of Vicksburg

John A. McClernand

John C. Pemberton

Joseph E. Johnston

location of

results of

Ulysses S. Grant

William T. Sherman

Vicksburg Campaign, Second

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

First Vicksburg Campaign failure

importance of Vicksburg

John C. Pemberton and

John McClernand and

journal entry during (Edmonds)

letter concerning (Brobst)

letter concerning (Ritner)

location of

map of Vicksburg Campaign (March–July)

memoir excerpt about (Ulysses S. Grant)

photograph of Vicksburg during siege of April 1–July 4, 1863

reason for

results of

siege of Vicksburg

statistics for

Ulysses S. Grant and

Victor, Orville James

The American Rebellion

biographical writing of

date and place of birth

death of

as editor

multivolume history of Civil War

postbellum

Vidaurri, Santiago

Villard, Henry

birth name of

Cincinnati Commercial and

date and place of birth

death of

Franco-Prussian War coverage

Gold Hoax entanglement

immigration of

New York Evening Post and

New York Herald and

New York Tribune and

reporter’s account of the Battle of Shiloh (1862)

as special correspondent

as war correspondent

Villepigue, John Bordenave

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Vincent, Strong

date and place of birth

death of

education of

George G. Meade on

military career of

wounding of

Vining’s Station, Georgia, engagement at

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Virginia

Bull Run Creek at Manassas Junction

chronology

economic recovery of

geographic location of

number of Civil War battles and skirmishes in

number of Civil War casualties in

Richmond

significance of

terrain of

West Virginia

Virginia, CSS

armament of

Battle of the Monitor and Virginia, March 9, 1862

casemate of

characteristics of

chronology

cross section of

Josiah Tattnall and

Merrimack reconstruction

military activity of

scuttling of

specifications of

steering of

union correspondence regarding the Monitor versus the Virginia (March–May 1862)

uniqueness of

Virginia, Union Army of

commander of

date operational

John Pope and

merger of

Second Battle of Bull Run

Virginia, Union Department of

commanders of

date established

headquarters of

Pennsylvania Campaign and

resurrection of

Virginia and North Carolina, Union Department of

commanders of

composition of

date created

dissolution of

Virginia & Tennessee Railroad

ballast and

infrastructure of

length of

merger of

significance of

Union attacks on

The Virginia Campaign 1864 and 1865 (Humphreys)

Virginia Military Institute (VMI)

Battle of New Market and

contributions to Confederacy

current status of

early leaders of

establishment of

George C. Marshall and

J. T. L. Preston and

location of

naming of

number of alumni and cadets dead in Civil War

post Civil War

purpose of

scientific education and

special mission of

Thomas J. Jackson and

Vizetelly, Frank

as artist and war correspondent

battles witnessed by

date and place of birth

death of

letters of

Vogdes, Israel

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

as prisoner of war

volunteers

African American

at the beginning of Civil War

Bureau of Colored Troops

conscription

early enthusiasm for

enlistments, length of time of

reasons for enlistment

reenlistments

volunteer regiments

Von Borcke, Johan August Heinrich Heros

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Von Steinwehr, Adolf Wilhelm August Friedrich

date and place of birth

death of

education of

immigrant recruitment

immigration of

military career of

post Civil War

XI Corps and

Waddell, James Iredell

amount of Union damage caused by

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

duel of

education of

naval career of

post Civil War

San Francisco and

Shenandoah and

surrender of

Wade, Benjamin Franklin

Andrew Johnson impeachment

Committee on the Conduct of the War

date and place of birth

death of

political career of

portrait of

as U. S. senator

Wade-Davis Bill

criticism of

Lincoln and

provisions of

public reaction to

purpose of

sponsors of

Weight-Davis Manifesto

Weight-Davis Manifesto, excerpts from

Wadley, William Morrill

administrative efficiency of

date and place of birth

death of

post Civil War

railroads and

Wadsworth, James Samuel

date and place of birth

death of

education of

land speculation of

military service of

political activities of

wounding of

Wagner, George Day

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

Wainwright, Charles S.: journal excerpt on the engagement prior to the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 7, 1864)

Wakeman, Sarah Rosetta

alternative name for

cross-dressing

date and place of birth

date mustered into Union Army

death of

letters of

military service of

Walcutt, Charles Carroll

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

wounding of

Walden (Thoreau)

Walke, Henry

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

post Civil War

Walker, Henry Harrison

amputation

date and place of birth

date paroled

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Walker, James Alexander

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

postbellum

wounding of

Walker, John George

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Walker, Leroy Pope

criticisms of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Walker, Lucius Marshall

date and place of birth

death of

duel of

education of

his family

feud with John Marmaduke

military career of

Walker, Mary Edwards

bloomer outfit of

controversy of

date and place of birth

death of

as doctor

education of

marriage of

Medal of Honor

as nurse

as physician

Walker, Reuben Lindsay

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Walker, Robert John

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as financier

as Kansas Territory governor

as U. S. senator

Walker, William Henry Talbot

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

at West Point

wounding of

Walker, William Sparhawk

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

Walker, William Stephen

at Battle of Ware Bottom Church

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Wallace, Lewis

at Battle of Monocacy

at Battle of Shiloh

command, relieved of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

portrait of

post Civil War

private military unit of

Wallace, William Harvey Lamb

date and place of birth

death of

at Hornet’s Nest

military service of

wounding of

Wallace, William Henry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

as state legislator

Walthall, Edward Cary

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

as U. S. senator

war correspondents

Albert D. Richardson

artists illustrating the war, all you have to

Battle of Antietam, account of

best known Southern reporters

B. S. Osbon

censorship

Felix Gregory de Fontaine (“Personne”)

George W. Smalley

Henry Villard

H. E. Thayer (official censor)

killed in Civil War

New York Herald

Peter W. Alexander (P.W.A).

Press Association of the Confederate States (PA)

as prisoner of war

prominent artists illustrating

“Shadow”

telegraph and

Whitelaw Reid

William Howard Russell

Ward, James Harmon

at Aquia Creek

date and place of birth

death of

education of

naval career of

Potomac Flotilla and

wounding of

Ward, William Thomas

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

War Democrats

achievements of

belief of

diminished numbers of

diverse opinions among

purpose of

significance of

Ware Bottom Church, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

Howlett Line

results of

strength of forces

War of the Rebellion: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies

date last volume published

funding for

naval records

number of volumes

Series, contents of

significance of

War Reminiscences and Stuart Cavalry Campaigns (Mosby)

Warren, Fitz-Henry

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

as newspaper editor

post Civil War

public service of

Warren, Gouverneur Kemble

criticism of

death of

defense systems of

Little Round Top defense

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Warren Court of Inquiry

Washburn, Cadwallader Colden

date and place of birth

death of

his family

military service of

post Civil War

as Wisconsin governor

Washburn, Francis

capture of

death of

education of

military service of

Washburn, Israel, Jr.

date and place of birth

death of

as Maine governor

post Civil War

public service of

Washburne, Elihu

date and place of birth

death of

education of

portrait of

as secretary of state

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. minister to France

Washington, D.C.

autonomy of

description of (1861)

Jubal A. Early’s Washington Raid

location of

mass influx of people into

population explosion

population of (1860)

protection of

size of

strategic significance of

U.S. Capitol building, Washington D.C., under construction

Washington, D.C., defenses of

Washington, North Carolina, siege of

casualties

dates of

destruction of

purpose of

results of

Washington, Union Department of

area of

commanders of

date created

as reconfigured

Washington, William D.

Washington Artillery

clandestine mission of

commanders of

Confederate service of

flag of

founding of

membership decline

military activities of

motto of

Native American Artillery

post Civil War

recruitment

uniform of

Washington Artillery Veterans Charitable & Benevolent Association

Washington Peace Conference

dates of

John Tyler and

location of

number of representatives at

reactions to

recommendations of

results of

sobriquet of

states attending

Washington Territory

Confederate support in

date created

date of statehood

population of (1860)

size of

slavery and

Union support in

Wassaw Sound, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Waterhouse, Richard

date and place of birth

death of

Mexican-American War and

military service of

post Civil War

Watie, Stand

alternative name for

Battle of Pea Ridge

Cherokee Mounted Rifles and

Cherokee relocation

date and place of birth

death of

as de facto leader of Cherokees

education of

J. R. Williams raid

portrait of

post Civil War

raids of

surrender of

Union wagon supply train raid

Watkins, Sam R.: book excerpt, aftermath of the Battle of Chickamauga (1863)

Watterson, Henry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

fame of

military service of

as newspaper editor

Pulitzer Prize

as U. S. congressman

Watts, Thomas Hill

as Alabama governor

arrest of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

Waud, Alfred Rudolph

as combat artist

date and place of birth

death of

his drawing of the First Battle of Bull Run (July 21, 1861)

Harper’s Weekly and

immigration of

Wauhatchie, Battle of

casualties

dates of

description of

results of

Waul, Thomas Neville

date and place of birth

death of

education of

legal career of

military service of

post Civil War

public service of

The Wave (Scott)

Wayne, Henry Constantine

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Wayne, James Moore

Cummings v. Missouri

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Ex Parte Garland

military service of

Prize Cases

public service of

on Reconstruction

Scott v. Sandford decision

as slave owner

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. Supreme Court justice

Waynesboro, Georgia, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Waynesboro, Virginia, Battle of

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Weaver, James Baird

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Greenback Party

military service of

Populist Party founding

public service of

as U. S. congressman

Webb, Alexander Stewart

at the Battle of Gettysburg

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Medal of Honor

military career of

post Civil War

Webb, James Watson

date and place of birth

death of

greatest achievement of

Napoleon III and

as newspaper publisher

his son

as U. S. minister to Austria

as U. S. minister to Brazil

Webster, Daniel: address before Congress (March 7, 1850)

Weed, Stephen Hinsdale

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

Weed, Thurlow

date and place of birth

death of

newspaper career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Whig Party and

Weehawken, U. S.

Weightman, Richard H.: report to President Jefferson Davis (May 20, 1861) [excerpts]

Weisiger, David Addison

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Weitzel, Godfrey

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Weld, Theodore

as abolitionists

American Slavery as It Is

antislavery cause and

date and place of birth

death of

education of

at Lane Seminary

as minister

Oberlin College (Ohio) founding

writings of

Weldon & Petersburg Railroad

destruction of

headquarters of

importance of

length of

operation against

prominent stations along

Reams Station

sobriquet of

Weldon, North Carolina

Welles, Gideon

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

diary of

education of

as journalist

portrait of

post Civil War

public service of

as U. S. secretary of the navy

West, Confederate Army of the

commanders of

Confederate armies during the Civil War (well-known)

date created

date dissolved

military activities of

West, Confederate Department of the

composition of

date created

date discontinued

Joseph E. Johnston and

West, Joseph Rodman

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

West, Union Department of the

area of

commanders of

date absorbed

date organized

Western Department, Confederate. See Department No. 2, Confederate

Western Department, Union

area of

date created

dissolution of

John C. Fremont and

Western Freedmen’s Aid Commission

Western Gunboat Flotilla

Western Kentucky, Confederate Department of

borders of

commanders of

date established

surrender of

Western Sanitary Commission

date created

establishment of

executive committee members

headquarters of

purpose of

reaction to

USSC and

work of

Western Virginia, Union Department of

area of

date established

dissolution of

William S. Rosecrans and

Western Virginia and East Tennessee, Confederate Department of

area of

date created

dissolution of

Robert E. Lee and

West Florida, Confederate Department of

area of

date created

dissolution of

naming of

William M. Gardner and

West Gulf Blockading Squadron

chronology

commanders of

date created

merger of

responsibilities of

West Point, Battle of

casualties

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

West Point Foundry, New York

date of closure

decline of

establishment of

number of workers employed at

Parrott rifled gun and

productivity of

Westport, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

location of

reason for

results of

West Tennessee, Confederate Army of

casualties

date discontinued

date formed

formation of

West Virginia

chronology

date admitted to U. S.

military engagements in

prominent West Virginians

secession from Virginia

strategic features of

West Virginia, Union Department and Army of

date established

dissolution of

number of men in

Wharton, Gabriel Colvin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Wharton, John Austin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

George W. Baylor and

marriage of

military service of

wounding of

What Answer? (Dickinson)

Wheat, Chatham Roberdeau

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

wounding of

Wheaton, Frank

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Wheeler, Joseph

as author

books of

burial of

capture of

date and place of birth

education of

military career of

portrait of

as U. S. congressman

wounding of

Wheeler’s First Raid

casualties

dates of

description of

impact of

Joseph Wheeler and

purpose of

Wheeler’s Second Raid

appeal for volunteers

dates of

description of

John H. Kelly and

Joseph Wheeler and

purpose of

results of

“When Lilacs Last in the Door-Yard Bloom’d” (Whitman)

Whipple, William Denison

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Molly Maguires

White, Henry S.

White, Julius

date and place of birth

military service of

public service of

The White Hills: Their Legends, Landscapes, and Poetry (King)

White Oak Road, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

White Oak Swamp, Battle of

date of

description of

photograph of White Oak Swamp

purpose of

results of

White Point, South Carolina, engagement at

description of

location of

purpose of

results of

White Sulfur Springs, West Virginia, engagement at. See Rocky Gap, West Virginia, Engagement at

Whitfield, John Wilkins

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Whiting, William Henry Chase

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

as prisoner of war

reputation of

Whitman, Walter

abolitionism and

his brother George

date and place of birth

death of

Free Soil Party

Leaves of Grass

letter about the New York City Draft Riots (July 15, 1863)

letters about hospital visits (June 22 and 30, 1863)

Manifest Destiny

Mexican-American War and

as newspaper publisher

as nurse

portrait of

writings of

Whitney, Eli

Whittier, John Greenleaf

as abolitionist

“Barbara Freitchie”

date and place of birth

death of

as Fireside or Schoolroom poet

National Era

poetry of

“Snow Bound”

Whitworth, Sir Joseph

armaments production

date and place of birth

death of

innovations of

post Civil War

Whitworth Gun

ammunition of

bore of

in the Civil War

criticism of

photograph of

sizes of

types of

weights of

Wiard, Norman

Wickham, Williams Carter

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Widow Bixby Letter

authenticity of

Lincoln and

publication of

reason for

Wigfall, Louis Trezevant

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

political career of

post Civil War

Wigwag Visual Signaling System

Wilcox, Cadmus Marcellus

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

surrender of

Wild, Edward Augustus

amputation

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

“Wild’s African Brigade”

wounding of

Wilder, C. B.: testimony before American Freedmen’s Commission (May 9, 1863)

Wilder, John Thomas

capture of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

Wilderness, Battle of the

burial of bodies from

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Texas Brigade

Ulysses S. Grant

Wilkes, Charles

court-martial of

date and place of birth

death of

global exploratory expedition

military actions of

naval career of

portrait of

reputation of

Wilkie, Frank: newspaper account, “General Grant in the Field” (June 12, 1863)

Willard, Antonia Ford

date and place of birth

death of

imprisonment of

Joseph C. Willard and

marriage of

Mosby’s raid and

as spy

Willcox, Orlando Bolivar

Arizona command of

capture of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

at First Battle of Bull Run

Medal of Honor

military career of

pen name of

post Civil War

writings of

Williams, Alpheus Starkey

date and place of birth

death of

education of

letter about the Battle of Antietam (September 22, 1862)

military service of

post Civil War

prior to Civil War

two letters about the Atlanta Campaign (July 26 and September 3, 1864) [excerpts]

Williams, D. R.

Williams, John Stuart

date and place of birth

death of

education of

Joseph Wheeler and

military service of

post Civil War

Williams, Thomas

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Williamsburg, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

reason for

results of

Williams gun

combat and

criticism of

designer of

number manufactured

operation of

rate of fire

specifications of

Williamsport, Battle of, and Confederate escape across the Potomac

alternative name for

Confederate retreat

dates of

description of

location of Williamsport

Willich, Johann August Ernst von

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

portrait of

post Civil War

Willstown Bluff, Battle of

alternative name for

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Wilmington, North Carolina

blockade running and

chronology

date incorporated

Fort Fisher

fortifications of

impact of blockade on

location of

Union occupation of

as vital to the Confederacy

Wilmington, North Carolina, engagements at

casualties

dates of

description of

results of

Wilmot, David

date and place of birth

death of

political career of

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Wilmot Proviso and

Wilmot Proviso

David Wilmot and

purpose of

results of

support for

Wilson, Claudius Charles

at Battle of Chickamauga

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

Wilson, Henry

date and place of birth

death of

political career of

as U. S. senator

as U. S. vice president

Wilson, James Harrison

chronology

date and place of birth

education of

military service of

portrait of

post Civil War

Selma Raid

as topographical engineer

on Union morale, book excerpt (1864)

on Union staff relations, book excerpt (1871)

Wilson-Kautz Raid

casualties

dates of

description of

location of

purpose of

results of

Wilson’s Creek, Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

illustration of

purpose of

results of

Wilson’s Raid into Alabama and Georgia

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Winchester, First Battle of

casualties

chronology

date of

description of

location of

reason for

results of

strength of forces

Winchester, Second Battle of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Winchester, Third Battle of

casualties

chronology

description of

illustration of

reason for

results of

The Wind Done Gone (Randall)

Winder, Charles Sidney

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Winder, John Henry

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Winslow, John Ancrum

date and place of birth

death of

naval career of

photograph of

post Civil War

sinking of the Alabama

Winston County, Alabama

1st Alabama Cavalry

alternative name for

location of

secession and

slavery and

wire entitlements

Wirz, Heinrich Hartmann

Andersonville Prison and

arrest of

date and place of birth

education of

execution of

Felix de la Baume and

immigration of

imprisonment of

military service of

Wisconsin

agricultural output

geographic location of

goods contributed to Union war effort

impact of Civil War on

logging

number of regiments from

number of Wisconsin men in Civil War

population of (1860)

Wise, Henry Alexander

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

portrait of

post Civil War

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. minister

as Virginia governor

Wise, Stephen

Withers, Jones Mitchell

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

postbellum

Wittenmyer, Annie Turner

Army Nurses Pension Law and

charitable work of

date and place of birth

death of

marriage of

national fame of

as nurse

orphanages

Special Diet Kitchens

U. S. Sanitary Commission and

Woman’s Relief Work of the Grand Army of the Republic

Women’s Christian Temperance Union

Wofford, William Tatum

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

surrender of

The Woman in Battle: A Narrative of the Exploits, Adventures, and Travels of Madame Loreta Janeta Velazquez, Otherwise Known as Lieutenant Harry T. Buford (Velazquez)

Woman’s Order

date issued

effect of

formal name of

purpose of

quoted

reaction to

women

as abolitionist

African American slave women

antislavery and women’s rights advocates

in battle

Civil War-era composite of

Clara Barton

Elizabeth Bacon Custer

free black civilians

guerrilla warfare

Kady Brownell

Maria Lewis

military work

in Northern states

nursing

postwar changes for

in Southern and border states

Susan B. Anthony

unconventional warfare and

upper-class Cherokee women

working class women

women soldiers

estimated number of

impact of

Jennie Hodgers

military work of

reasons for service

resistance and sabotage

Sarah Emma Edmonds

Sarah Rosetta Wakeman

wartime expediency and

women’s relief societies

alternative names for

in the South

United States Christian Commission

U. S. Sanitary Commission (USCC)

Western Sanitary Commission

Women’s Central Relief Association (WCRA)

women’s war journals and memoirs

Clara Solomon

Elizabeth Blair Lee

Esther Hill Hawks

Louisa May Alcott

Mary Chesnut

Sarah Morgan

Susie King Taylor

Wood, Fernando

date and place of birth

death of

as New York City mayor

Tammany Hall and

as U. S. congressman

Wood, John Taylor

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

education of

his grandfather

naval career of

Tallahassee, CSS

Wood, Sterling Alexander Martin

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Wood, Thomas John

battlefield mistake

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Woods, Charles Roberts

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

post Civil War

Star of the West expedition

Woodson’s Cavalry

Battle of Cold Harbor

Battle of Monocacy

Battle of New Market

Charles Hugh Woodson and

date organized

Early’s Washington Raid

with McNeill’s Rangers

Woodsonville, Battle of. See Rowlett’s Station, Battle of

Woodward, George Washington

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Pennsylvania Supreme Court justice

public service of

on Reconstruction

on slavery

Wool, John Ellis

Civil War and

date and place of birth

death of

Mexican-American War and

military service of

War of 1812 and

Worden, John Lorimer

chronology

date and place of birth

death of

Monitor, command of

Montauk, command of

as national hero

naval career of

portrait of

as prisoner of war

wounding of

Work, Henry C.: “Marching through Georgia” (1865)

Wright, Ambrose Ransom

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

post Civil War

Wright, George

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military career of

Wright, Horatio Gouverneur

date and place of birth

death of

military career of

postbellum

Wright, Marcus Joseph

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

War of the Rebellion: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies

writings of

Wyse Fork, Battle of. See Kinston, Second Battle of

Yancey, William Lowndes

Alabama Platform

characteristics of

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Mountaineer editor

portrait of

on states’ rights

Thomas L. Clingman and

as U. S. congressman

Yates, Richard

date and place of birth

death of

education of

as Illinois governor

portrait of

postbellum

public service of

as U. S. congressman

as U. S. senator

Yazoo Pass Expedition

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

reason for

results of

Yellow Bayou, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

results of

Yellow Tavern, Battle of

casualties

date of

description of

reason for

results of

York, Zebulon

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

wounding of

Yorktown, Virginia, siege of

casualties

chronology

dates of

description of

location of

map of

reason for

results of

Union supply depot at

Young, John Russell

date and place of birth

death of

as editor

as librarian of Congress

as newspaper publisher

as U. S. minister to China

as war correspondent

Young, Pierce Manning Butler

date and place of birth

death of

education of

military service of

post Civil War

Young, William Hugh

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

post Civil War

wounding of

Yulee, David Levy

birth name of

date and place of birth

death of

his father

as prisoner

public service of

railroad of

on secession

towns named for him

as U. S. senator

Zollicoffer, Felix Kirk

criticism of

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

as newspaper editor

portrait of

on secession

as U. S. congressman

Zook, Samuel Kosciuszko

in the Battle of Gettysburg

date and place of birth

death of

military service of

prior to Civil War

Zouaves

6th Maryland Infantry

in the Confederacy

definition of

Elmer E. Ellsworth and

Fire Zouaves

first U. S. unit

Indiana Zouaves

military activities of

organization of first Zouave unit

photograph of

uniforms of
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